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Wild final minute ends in Hurricanes loss to Islanders on a Kyle Palmieri goal 

By Chip Alexander 

Vincent Trocheck had tied the score for the Canes with 56.8 
seconds remaining in regulation after goalie Frederik 
Andersen was pulled for a sixth attacker. The crowd of 
17,279 at PNC Arena was on its feet, roaring, after Trocheck 
collected a rebound and had an open net. 

But there still was time left and the Islanders made the most 
of it, quickly regrouping and winning 2-1 on a Kyle Palmieri 
goal with 15 seconds left that quickly lowered the sound level 
in the building. 

Palmieri carried the puck around the Canes net, held off 
defenseman Brady Skjei and got off a rising shot that beat 
Andersen. The Canes again attacked the Isles net, Teuvo 
Teravainen getting off a shot, but it was too late. 

“Those are tough,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “The 
fact we got one late is kind of, ‘OK, maybe we’ll get 
something out of this’ and then turn around and blow a little 
assignment. That’s a tough way to end the game, for sure.” 

A night after clinching a fourth straight berth in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs, the Canes (46-18-8) were handed just their 
seventh home loss in regulation this season in a Metropolitan 
Division game that was a grinder. The late goal also gave 
Andersen, brilliant much of the season, a third consecutive 
loss. 

“You could tell, from my point, we were really gassed,” 
Brind’Amour said. “There was no energy in our legs, so we 
had no speed to get in and get on them. They did a nice job 
with a lot of blocked shots (15) and did that kind of thing to 
keep us from getting any kind of real traction after the first 
period.” 

The Canes had the best scoring chance in the first, but 
Martin Necas, looking at an open net, shot the puck into the 
right pad of goalie Ilya Sorokin. The period ended scoreless. 

“It was a great first period,” Brind’Amour said. “We did 
everything we needed to except score. If we get ahead it’s a 
different game.” 

Instead, the Islanders (33-28-9) got ahead. Palmieri forced 
Canes defenseman Ethan Bear into a turnover behind the 
Canes net and Matt Martin found Jean-Gabriel Pageau 
unchecked in front of Andersen for a 1-0 lead at 8:24 of the 
second period. 

The rest was mostly frustration for the Canes, who rallied for 
a 5-3 win Thursday over the Buffalo Sabres to secure a 
playoff spot. It also hurt that defenseman Brendan Smith left 
the game early in the third with an injury. 

Carolina had one shot in the second period, the fewest by 
Canes in a period in more than two years. Sorokin, returning 
from an upper-body injury, had an easy time of it and faced 
just 21 shots in the game in earning his 23rd victory. 

“They blocked a lot of shots,” Trocheck said. “We had a lot of 
shots from the outside. I think it’s just a matter of getting to 
the net against these guys. They pack it in pretty tight.” 

The Canes were 0-4 on the power play in the game, with four 
shots, and were more threatening shorthanded than 5-on-4 
as they were outworked by the Isles’ penalty killers. 

The Canes’ top power-play unit of Trocheck, Teravainen, 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo was 
ineffective, struggling in all areas — zone entries, setting up, 
finding open shooting lanes. 

“Terrible,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re not executing. There’s 
no speed. They’re just coming up kind of nonchalant. You’ve 
got to have more intensity there.” 

The Canes have failed to score a power-play goal in last last 
four games and six of the last seven. 

Asked if he would change up the top power-play unit, 
Brind’Amour said, “No. I’ve got my five best guys out there.” 
He also added, “They’ll get it back.” 

The Canes, still leading the Metro Division by two points over 
the New York Rangers, have 10 games remaining in the 
regular season and will play their fourth game in six days 
Sunday against the Anaheim Ducks at PNC Arena. 

As Brind’Amour said, the games keep on coming.
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NHL lacrosse goals spark debate, but Hurricanes coach, players see creativity, skill 

By Chip Alexander 

Trevor Zegras of the Anaheim Ducks is the hot, young kid in 
the NHL. 

He’s 21, he’s flashy, he’s creative. He’s also having a lot of 
fun and making a lot of fans happy in the process, which is 
getting on the nerves of some hardened NHL opponents. 

Remember when Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina 
Hurricanes created a stir with two lacrosse-type goals — 
known to many as “The Michigan” — a couple of years ago? 
Zegras, in his first full season in the NHL, now has two of 
those. 

Not everyone likes his showmanship. Recently, Zegras took 
a rough cross-check in the back from Jay Beagle of the 
Arizona Coyotes. When the Ducks’ Troy Terry came to 
Zegras’ defense, Beagle pounded him, leaving Terry 
bloodied and Zegras upset and making some biting 
comments about Beagle after the game. 

Zegras and Svechnikov, who just turned 22, could be on the 
ice together Sunday when the Canes and Ducks face off at 
PNC Arena. There’s no telling what could be coming from 
the two forwards, given their skill, flair and unpredictability. 

Canes forwards Jordan Staal and Derek Stepan are two “old-
school” type guys. Neither veteran has a problem with what a 
Zegras or Svechnikov has brought to a league that can be 
all-too-staid at times. 

“If you can score a goal like that, more power to you,” Staal 
said of the lacrosse shots. 

Staal smiled, adding, “I’m struggling just to find the back of 
the net and these guys are flipping it on their stick and 
finding the back of the net that way. I think it’s really cool. 

“If I see someone try to do it am I going to lay him out? Yeah, 
I’m going to try. It’s not an easy move for a goalie to stop and 
these guys make it look easy. I think it’s great.” 

Staal said he can only wonder what’s coming next. 

“I don’t have quite the imagination those guys do,” he said. 
“The puck skills, how much they work on that and how 
difficult it is, I don’t think most people realize how hard that 
is.” 

Zegras put a new twist on his second lacrosse goal. With 
teammate Sonny Milano near the post, Zegras flipped the 
puck around Milano and past Coyotes goalie Karel Vejmelka. 
The disgusted look on Arizona coach Andre Tourigny after 
the goal was telling. There was no “wow” in his look. 

Earlier this season in Buffalo, Zegras scooped the puck up 
on his blade behind the Sabres net and lifted it over the 
goalie’s head toward the front of the crease. Milano was in 
position to bat the puck in for a goal as Sabres defenseman 
Rasmus Dahlin stood there stunned. 

“It’s a unique skill and let’s be honest, all the kids can do it 
now,” Stepan said. “Even the really little ones. They can all 
do it. They all can pick it up on their stick. 

“It’s something that has blossomed in our game.” 

Zegras, picked ninth overall by Anaheim in the 2019 NHL 
draft, has 18 goals and 33 assists this season. The Bedford, 
New York, native played a year of college hockey at Boston 
University before turning pro, and helped Team USA win a 
gold medal in the 2021 World Junior Championship while 
being named tournament MVP. 

Invited to the 2022 NHL skills competition during the All-Star 
Weekend, Zegras was a hit with his blindfolded goal. 
Dressed in the Average Joe’s Dodgeball outfit, he dangled 
and spun and scored with balls being hurled at him. The 
crowd in Las Vegas loved it. 

That was a trick shot. His plays in NHL games have resulted 
in goals. Svechnikov has done the same. 

“The reason they’re doing that is because they can,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I don’t look at it as 
showmanship. When the slapshot came in 100 years ago 
some people probably said ‘What’s this?’ Well, the guy can 
do it. The guy can rip it in the net and it’s effective, and now 
this is an effective way of scoring a goal. 

“It’s not showing the other team up. You’re trying to win a 
hockey game.” 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Anaheim Ducks 

When: Sunday, 6 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM.
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Bag of Jerks: Is anything less than a Cup a bust for the Hurricanes? Do refs really pick on 
them? Best 1st-round matchup? 

By Sara Civian 

Good morning! I hope you all had a fun night celebrating the 
Hurricanes clinching the playoffs for the fourth consecutive 
season. I know most fans will have the next step on their 
minds already, but don’t let anyone tell you four straight 
playoff runs isn’t something worth celebrating. 

“It’s a huge accomplishment,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Thursday after a 5-3 win over the Sabres. “We’ve 
grinded all year. We know there’s bigger and better things 
that we want to accomplish, but you have to get there first. 
To get there with 11 games to go, that says a lot about the 
group. Normally, you’re sweating it out to try and get in at 
this point. The fact that we’re in and have accomplished that, 
it should be celebrated to some degree. 

“We’re going to come back tomorrow and talk about how we 
want to win the game. But I give these guys a lot of credit. 
The majority of the time, you guys watch the games, they 
play their butts off every night. It doesn’t always work out, but 
they’re a pretty committed group.” 

We’ll have a pre-playoff mailbag in due time, of course, but 
first let’s get the last batch of in-season questions out of the 
way. 

(Note: Some questions and edited for length and clarity.) 

Hi, Sara. I’m curious how the Hurricanes organization views 
itself and what its definition of a “successful season” is. 
Compared to its previous track record of bounding in and out 
of the playoff picture, the Hurricanes have done a really great 
job of making themselves a team that makes the playoffs 
every year and now seem to be maturing into “in the 
conversation for Stanley Cup contenders” multiple years 
running. Have they reached that stage of “anything less than 
the Cup is not a success”? Or maybe, based on their 
philosophy, they won’t ever view things that black and white 
(which I don’t necessarily mind)? — Rich B. 

Hi, Rich. It definitely depends who you ask. I remember one 
of the first days I got here, back in 2018, I asked both 
Brind’Amour (who was in his first year as coach, too) and 
then-captain Justin Williams how important it was to qualify 
for the playoffs. They both shut that down as a loser 
mentality and said even for a team that hadn’t qualified for 
the postseason in nine years, just making the playoffs wasn’t 
enough. That was my first sign that the group was something 
special. Then you had a really pissed-off Sebastian Aho after 
last season’s second-round exit. 

“We had, in our minds, something different than this,” he 
said. “I thought we were ready to take the next step. The 
next step is to be the best, right?” 

He was less pissed off but still determined when I asked him 
the same question last night. 

“That’s the whole point of why you play hockey, right? You 
play for the playoffs,” he said. “You play for the win and to be 
the best team. We are very proud that we’re headed to the 
playoffs, but at the same time, we just need to put our head 
down and go to work.” 

Everyone in the front office and ownership is on the same 
page. Duh, they want to win the Stanley Cup, but owner Tom 
Dundon and team president/general manager Don Waddell 
are going to have a bit of a different perspective. Making the 
playoffs alone is gigantic for finances — especially for a 
small-market team, and especially considering the financial 
ramifications of COVID-19. Obviously the deeper you get in 
the playoffs, the more money you make, so even if Dundon 
and Waddell didn’t care about the hockey, they’d be eager to 
make it to the Cup Final. 

But while it’s the players’ and coaches’ jobs to focus on 
doing everything they can to win right now, it’s 
management’s job to focus on “What if we don’t? What 
next?” In that sense, I don’t think management views this 
season as Cup or bust, and I don’t think it should. When you 
look at roster construction, 2023-24 looks more like the do-
or-die season. You’ve got Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Brett 
Pesce and Brady Skjei in the last years of their contracts that 
season, Seth Jarvis as a pending RFA, plus Jaccob Slavin in 
the second-to-last year of his contract. 

That doesn’t mean the Canes shouldn’t win the Cup if they 
can, lol. There’s a difference between saying at the 
beginning of the season, “It’s the end of the world if the 
Canes don’t win the Cup,” and, hypothetically, watching the 
Canes fall flat in a conference finals against a team they 
could’ve beat. The latter would feel a bit closer to the end of 
the world. Nothing’s promised in the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
but if an opportunity presents itself and you miss it, you might 
be looking back on it for the rest of your life, regardless of 
where you were in your “Cup window.” 

I will also say, I think the “Cup contender conversation” is 
almost always a bit premature and dramatic around the 
league. The Big Bad Tampa Bay Lightning Collapse of 2019 
happened, the dramatic and reactive takes happened (I 
participated, of course!), and then what happened? 

So I guess the answer is that management has been hoping 
for the best but preparing for the worst, while players and 
Brind’Amour wouldn’t consider a first- or second-round exit a 
success — and 2023-24 will come quicker than we all think. 

Has there been any internal discussion that you’re aware of 
regarding the article that came out from TSN regarding the 
large discrepancy in penalties taken/drawn by Canes 
compared to other teams like the Avs, as mentioned in the 
article? — Mike F. 
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Are you planning an article or deep dive into penalty 
imbalance or timing of calls officials decide to make? I feel 
like officiating could use its own mailbag. — Rom P. 

I knew this question was coming, and I’ve been dreading it, 
to be honest. 

I’ve had conversations with several former NHL officials and 
some other league sources since TSN published this article 
by Travis Yost. I think you all know that I’ve agreed with you 
for the past few seasons. It has definitely felt, at times, like 
officials let a lot of trespasses against the Canes fly and were 
a little harder on the Canes when handing out penalties. I 
typically arrive at the same conclusion when I look into these 
things, though: The officials aren’t biased against the Canes, 
but at the end of the day either the officiating process or 
some of the rules need to change. 

Y’all are Canes fans and the article you’re citing was written 
by an objective national writer. So of course it feels like 
vindication for you, and, considering some of the opinions 
I’ve been called a “homer” for, it could feel like vindication for 
me, as well. But the truth is the article has some holes in it 
and lacks some context, even if there have been several 
head-scratching non-calls this season and even if it’d be 
easier to just give the article a thumbs up or ignore it 
altogether. 

The premise states that the Avalanche and the Canes have 
established themselves as two of the best NHL teams over 
the past three seasons, but only one data point in that time 
frame separates them: their respective penalty differentials. 
Yost mentions that the Avalanche are plus-96 and the 
Hurricanes are minus-83 from 2019 to 2022, then throws in 
the Coyotes as a control sample at minus-11. That 
immediately made me scratch my head. If we’re trying to 
compare penalties called versus penalties drawn among top 
NHL teams over the past few seasons, why would we 
include the Coyotes? 

Then there are all the concession statements. In the 
paragraph where Yost states the penalty differentials of the 
two teams in the past three years in all situations (plus-82 
Avalanche, minus-56 Hurricanes as of the Canes’ 67th game 
this season), he then says: “We can’t draw many conclusions 
from this other than the Avalanche and Hurricanes are polar 
opposites, and that a staggering 179 penalties — worth 
about 35 goals on opportunity alone — separate these two 
teams.” 

Then he makes his main point, that “Carolina has never — 
not one time over the past three seasons — drawn more 
penalties than Colorado,” and that since “Carolina and 
Colorado dominate the puck in a way few other teams do … 
that should lend itself well to drawing penalties.” He uses 
Arizona to further that point, because sometimes the 
Coyotes draw penalties at an aggressive rate and sometimes 
they don’t. “We cannot rule out that Colorado may have a 
unique collection of guys who can draw penalties (and 
similarly, the Hurricanes have a unique collection of guys 
who are penalty-taking magnets),” he writes in the next 
sentence. 

Then he writes that the Canes should wonder why they don’t 
get as many calls as the Coyotes — but wouldn’t that be 

asking the officials to implement the “balancing strategy” the 
article aims to condemn? 

Throughout the article, there are no tangible examples of 
times the Coyotes or the Avalanche had it easy and the 
Canes had a penalty called that they didn’t deserve. I’m not 
saying that’s never happened, for the record — the Jordan 
Staal holding call in overtime at Tampa Bay last week 
immediately comes to mind — but maybe the Coyotes have 
some of those, too. And have we forgotten the ongoing 
Nazem Kadri saga? 

The article is making broad points using broad sets of data, 
which is how a lot of analytics writing works, so maybe that 
forgives it not getting into specifics, but then again, why the 
specific teams cited? Why are we randomly comparing the 
Avalanche, the Hurricanes and … the Coyotes? Why 
wouldn’t we use an example like, say, the Maple Leafs, who 
have been another possession-heavy team at the top of the 
league? According to the data, their past three seasons 
amount to an overall minus-31 penalty differential. 

If Yost is arguing that teams with strong puck possession 
should draw more penalties, maybe it’s helpful to look at 
some Corsi-to-penalty differential ratios. Through 66 games 
in 2021-22, the Maple Leafs ranked No. 6 leaguewide in 
Corsi-for percentage (53.81), yet their penalty differential 
ranked No. 27. Meanwhile, through 67 games, the Canes’ 
Corsi-for percentage ranked No. 3 (55.36), and their penalty 
differential ranked middle-of-the-league-ish at No. 19. The 
Oilers’ Corsi-for percentage ranked No. 8, and their penalty 
differential was No. 25. Vegas was similar through 69 
games: No. 9 Corsi-for percentage, No. 26 in penalty 
differential. 

Then you add in the differential part. Even if you agree that 
the Canes don’t get a favorable whistle, they do take a lot of 
penalties that are actually penalties, and I don’t think anyone 
would argue against that. That’ll mess with a differential. 

And we haven’t even mentioned roster turnover yet. Does it 
really make sense to compile three seasons of data on a 
team that is a constantly changing entity and act like it has 
stayed the same? According to Evolving-Hockey’s data, 
players who come to the Hurricanes seem to get penalized 
about how they did before they were Canes. 

For example, take Ian Cole’s penalty differentials in seasons 
before joining the Canes: minus-19 in 2017-18 with the Blue 
Jackets and Penguins, then minus-16 and minus-12 with the 
Avalanche, then minus-14 with the Avalanche and Wild. That 
puts the minus-23 in Carolina (as of 67 games) into 
perspective. 

Or Tony DeAngelo: minus-7 in 2017-18 with the Rangers, 
then minus-8, then minus-2. With the Canes? Minus-2 
through 53 games. 

Nino Niederreiter: minus-7 in 2013-14 with the Wild, then 
plus-7, minus-1, plus-5, minus-2. In his three full Hurricanes 
seasons: minus-5, even, plus-eight. 

There are young Hurricanes players who have never played 
for anyone else and have pretty bad penalty differentials over 
the years. Andrei Svechnikov’s differentials are minus-13, 
minus-8, minus-5 and minus-7, and while I do think he’s 
been getting the “young star” treatment (heavy whistle and 
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officials reluctant to call penalties he’s drawn), we all know 
he’s had a bad habit with the blatant stick penalties. 

Finally, I asked three former NHL referees if they think 
Brind’Amour’s comments about the officiating — or Canes 
players complaining — have led to lopsided calls. For 
whatever it’s worth, they all said they have nothing but 
respect for Brind’Amour, and one went as far as to agree 
with his take that the league could update the nature of 
officiating and have one official watching from the box. 

At the end of it all, I go back to the feeling I’ve had for a few 
years now: The way the NHL does its officiating needs to 
change, but the officials aren’t biased against the Canes. 

Rank the following potential reasons as to why the 
Hurricanes don’t hoist the cup this year: 
• Run into a hot goalie 
• Young guys (Martin Necas/Jarvis) don’t produce 
• They blow a 3-1 lead 
• Can’t score five-on-five 
• Hurricanes goaltending 
• Can’t handle a physical team 
• Tom Wilson injures someone 
• A team circumventing the cap gets healthy 
• Rod winks at a ref and gets tossed 
• Goalie interference call is reversed in favor of the 
opposition 
— Jason K. 

I think you were kidding, Jason, but after the last two heavy-
hitter questions, let’s have some fun: 

1. Can’t score five-on-five: This is by far my biggest concern! 

2. Goaltending: Even if theoretically I shouldn’t be 
concerned, since it’s been outstanding most of the regular 
season, curses are curses and I’m holding my breath until 
Freddie Andersen gets out of the first round. 

3. Cap circumvention: And a missed opportunity for the 
Canes! Where is Tonya Harding when you need her? 

4. Run into a hot goalie: That would be on-brand and is more 
or less what happened last time. 

5. Goalie interference call reversed: We’re good for one 
stupid thing like this per postseason at the very least. 

6. Rod winks at a ref and gets tossed: Goes without saying. 

7. Young guys (Necas/Jarvis) don’t produce: I’m honestly 
feeling like Jarvis is going to have an incredible postseason. 
You heard it here first (or probably second, or fifth). But even 
if he doesn’t, and even if Necas doesn’t continue trending up, 
it shouldn’t be on them to win or lose you the playoffs. They 
need to contribute, as does everyone, but they can’t be the 
reason for a Cup win or a Cup loss. 

The 3-1 blown series, physical opponent and Tom Wilson 
concerns can tie for No. 8. 

What’s going to happen to Tony DeAngelo after this season? 
Tough to see how they fit in a $4 to $5 million AAV contract 
with all the other commitments. — Robert L. 

It’s a good question. Everything I’ve heard is all sides are 
hyper-focused on the playoffs right now, but this season has 
gone about as well as it could possibly have gone for 
DeAngelo and he’s not going to be available for one year, $1 
million again. I usually don’t put much weight into players 
being loyal to certain teams — it’s a business after all, and 
that works both ways — but I do think DeAngelo is 
appreciative of the Canes giving him a chance under the 
circumstances, and the Canes are appreciative of DeAngelo 
not blowing it, and this should somehow work out. 

Which first-round matchup best gets the Canes to that 
“playoff” mindset. Which team immediately turns that switch 
on? — Kenneth S. 

I’m sort of giggling at this question and how positively it’s 
framed. Everyone should strive to be like Kenneth S. Instead 
of calling it the “hardest first-round matchup” in an unlucky 
way, you can call it the most playoff-y matchup. I do get the 
mentality, though, and as Brind’Amour often says, you have 
to go through all the teams to win the Cup anyway. 

When I look back on Aho’s statements after the Lightning 
series, and everything that series entailed, I say the 
Lightning will switch the Canes into playoff mode quicker 
than anyone else. If they win that first-round matchup, 
confidence skyrockets. Then again, there’s always some 
history and bad blood with the Capitals, so it depends what 
playoff mode you’re seeking. Fast-pace, frustrating 
goaltending? Or debauchery?
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Hurricanes squander late equalizer, lose 2-1 to Islanders 

Vincent Trocheck scored with under a minute left, but Kyle 
Palmieri's goal with 14.1 seconds remaining proved to be the 
difference 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Through 59 minutes of Friday night’s game 
between the Islanders and Hurricanes, just one goal had 
been scored between the two teams. 

Twice as many were scored in the last 60 seconds, but the 
result was the same. 

New York forward Kyle Palmieri scored with 14.1 seconds 
remaining — trumping the tying goal Carolina’s Vincent 
Trocheck had scored 42 seconds earlier with a sixth attacker 
on the ice — to give the Islanders a 2-1 win in front of 17,279 
at PNC Arena. 

“It hurts whenever you get one back late and then they 
score,” a sullen Trocheck said after the loss. 

Palmieri took the puck around the back of the net and fended 
off Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei with one arm while 
maintaining control with the other before turning and beating 
Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen (19 saves) to the far side 
for the winner. 

“Those are tough,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
of the gut-punch loss. “We had a good first (period), and the 
second and third were no good. The fact that we got one late 
was kind of, ‘OK, maybe we’ll get something out of this,’ and 
then (we) turn around and blow a little assignment on the 
end. That’s a tough way to end the game.” 

After a first period in which they outshot the Islanders 12-7, 
the Hurricanes managed just one shot on goal in the second 
period and trailed 1-0 on a goal by New York’s Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau. Carolina failed to muster much pressure on 
Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin (20 saves) in the third period, 
but with Andersen on the bench for an extra attacker, the 
Hurricanes finally broke through to tie the game. 

Trocheck found a passing lane through the Islanders to Tony 
DeAngelo at the point, and the Hurricanes defenseman’s 
shot bounced around in front and was eventually swept by 
Sebastian Aho to Trocheck for the tying goal at 19:03 of the 
third. 

“Sometimes it just has to be ‘just get the puck to the net and 
get guys and bodies there,’” Trocheck said. “A lot of times 6-
on-5, that’s how those goals are scored.” 

While Carolina managed to score with one extra skater on 
the ice in the waning moments, its power play was nowhere 

near as effective. The Hurricanes managed just four shots on 
goal during an 0-for-4 night on the power play, and just one 
of those shots came with the first unit on the ice. 

“They’ve been terrible,” Brind’Amour said of his top unit, “let’s 
just be honest. … Our first group’s got to get way better.” 

Brind’Amour said he has no plans to mix up his power play 
personnel. 

“You’ve got to have a little more intensity there,” the coach 
said. “They’ll get it back.” 

Brind’Amour was also hopeful that defenseman Ethan Bear, 
playing for the first time since March 26 after an injury, will 
regain his form. 

Bear mishandled a puck behind the Carolina net near the 
game’s midway point and had it stolen by Palmieri, who left 
the puck for Matt Martin. Martin feathered a pass past 
DeAngelo to Pageau, who snapped a shot over Andersen’s 
glove at 8:24 of the second period to give the Islanders a 1-0 
lead. 

“He’s been out for a while,” Brind’Amour said of Bear. “Give 
him some time to get up to speed. A little bit of rust, I’m 
sure.” 

They could very well need Bear — who played while Ian 
Cole was a healthy scratch — after Brendan Smith was 
injured on an early third period boarding penalty by the 
Islanders’ Casey Cizikas. 

Brind’Amour did not have an update on Smith’s status after 
the game. Smith was playing his 10th game since suffering a 
broken skull on a blocked shot on Feb. 20 in Pittsburgh. 

Carolina, which rallied to beat Buffalo 5-3 the night before, 
will have one day off before resuming its frantic end-of-
season schedule with a visit from Anaheim on Sunday. It will 
be the first of 10 games in the regular season’s final 19 days 
for the Hurricanes. 

“We’re fine-tuning things, and there’s things we definitely 
need to work on right now,” Trocheck said. “We have to use 
these next 10 games to amp ourselves up before we get into 
the playoffs.” 

Notes: Cole and Steven Lorentz were healthy extras while 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi remains out with a lower-body injury. … 
Trocheck’s goal ended his five-game point and seven-game 
goal droughts. … DeAngelo earned his 36th assist of the 
season Friday, the third most since the franchise relocated to 
North Carolina. Joni Pitkanen has the most with 40 in 2009-



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 9, 2022 

 

10, followed by Frank Kaberle with 38 in 2005-06. Jaccob 
Slavin is tied for fourth with 34 this season.

 

 

 

Recap: Wild Final Minute Concludes In 2-1 Canes Defeat 

Each team scored in the final minute of regulation, but New 
York's second of the night served as the game-winner with 
14.1 seconds to go 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Despite scoring inside the final minute of 
regulation to tie the game at 1-1, the Carolina Hurricanes 
could not hang on to force overtime Friday, as the New York 
Islanders picked up a 2-1 victory.  

The Rundown: 

The Canes came out of the gate hot, including numerous 
strong shifts from the line of Jordan Martinook, Derek Stepan 
and Martin Necas. It was a strong opening first period as a 
whole for the team, but the team could not crack Ilya Sorokin 
in net for New York. 

Unfortunately the Canes did not come out for the second 
with the same zest, mustering just one shot over the course 
of the middle 20 minutes. Amid the frame, the Islanders were 
able to force one mistake out of the home squad, getting 
Ethan Bear to turn the puck over behind Frederik Andersen's 
net. That turnover resulted in the 15th goal of the year for 
J.G. Pageau, giving New York the first lead of the night. 

From there the Isles were able to play the style of game that 
they wanted, locking the Canes to the perimeter until the final 
minute of regulation. Then, with Andersen on the bench in 
favor of the extra attacker, Vincent Trocheck was able to tie 
the game at 1-1. 

Awakening the PNC Arena crowd and presumably forcing 
overtime, Carolina was in a position to take at least a point 
with 56.8 seconds to go. 

However, the Islanders had other plans. 

After taking possession following the ensuing faceoff, Kyle 
Palmieri was able to take Brady Skjei behind the net, peel 
back toward the front and fire, beating Andersen to stun both 
the Canes and the home supporters alike, scoring the game-
winning goal with just 14 seconds to go. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his assessment of the contest: 

"It was a great first period, we did everything we needed to 
except score. That's probably the game. If we get ahead, it's 
a different game. From my point of view we were really 
gassed. We didn't get on them and they did a nice job. They 
blocked shots and just did a nice job of not letting us get 
anything after the first period." 

Brind'Amour continuing on the power play, which went 0/4 
tonight: 

"They've been terrible, let's just be honest. The second unit's 
actually been pretty good, but our first group's just got to be 
way better. We've got stuff to work on, which is good... 
They're not executing. There's no speed, they're just coming 
up nonchalant. They've got to have more intensity. They'll 
get it back." 

Tony DeAngelo on if he felt his team got what they deserved: 

"I think the game could've went either way. Both teams could 
have won, both teams could have lost. It was a pretty even 
game. They're a desperate team that's still in it. They've got 
to win just about every game to get in. I thought we played 
hard. They found a way to win at the end of the night."  

What's Next?: 

The Canes are off Saturday but will get right back to game 
action Sunday as they host the Anaheim Ducks for the first 
and only time this season. 

Bonus Notes:  

 Each team finished with 21 shots on goal and both 
went 0/4 on the power play. 

 Although he stopped 19 of 21, Andersen suffers the 
defeat in net for Carolina. This is the first time this 
season he has lost three straight starts in 
regulation. 

 Brendan Smith left the game at the start of the third 
period after being boarded by Casey Cizikas of New 
York. Brind'Amour did not have any update post-
game. 

 The Canes move to 46-18-8 and have ten games 
remaining on their regular season schedule.
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Hurricanes lose to Islanders, fail to pad Metropolitan Division lead 

Palmieri scores game-winner with 15 seconds left after 
Trocheck ties it for Carolina late 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Kyle Palmieri scored with 15 seconds 
remaining in the third period to lift the New York Islanders to 
a 2-1 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on 
Friday. 

Palmieri circled the net and held off Hurricanes defenseman 
Brady Skjei before scoring inside the right post from low in 
the left face-off circle. 

"What a goal by 'Palms,'" Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. "I 
thought it was a very fast game. It was a hard game for both 
teams. Those are just fun games." 

New York forward Zach Parise won a puck battle behind the 
net before Palmieri skated around the net with only his right 
hand on the stick. 

"A pretty big wave of emotions, for sure," Islanders forward 
Matt Martin said. "What a goal, the body control by 'Palms.' 
It's hard to do. Really nice goal, really big goal and I'm happy 
for him." 

Vincent Trocheck tied it 1-1 with 57 seconds remaining with 
the Carolina net empty and the extra attacker. 

"It hurts whenever you get one back late and they score," 
Trocheck said. "But it starts at the beginning of the game. 
We've got to start better. I don't know what it is, but if we get 
off to a better start in the first period and we get out to a lead, 
it's a different game." 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau scored, and Palmieri had an assist for 
the Islanders (33-28-9), who have won five of six. Ilya 
Sorokin made 20 saves after missing five games with an 
upper-body injury. 

Frederik Andersen made 19 saves for the Hurricanes (46-18-
8), who have lost three of four and remain two points ahead 
of the New York Rangers for first place in the Metropolitan 

Division. Carolina clinched a berth in the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs with a 5-3 win against the Buffalo Sabres on 
Thursday and was playing its third game in four days. 

"We were really gassed," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "There was no energy in our legs, so we had no speed 
to get in and get on them. [The Islanders] did a nice job with 
a lot of blocked shots and did that kind of thing to keep us 
away from getting any real traction after the first period." 

The Islanders took a 1-0 lead at 8:24 of the second period 
after Palmieri forced a turnover behind the net and Martin fed 
Pageau alone near the top of the crease. It was Pageau's 
fifth goal in three games.  

"'Marty,' we all know more of his physical game, but I think 
his skill is very underrated," Pageau said. "He made a really 
good pass there. He was very composed with the puck, 
patient to wait for the lane to open. He made me a perfect 
pass. All I had to do was put it in." 

The Hurricanes had one shot on goal in the second period 
and eight in the third. 

"We did a really good job of getting the puck in the neutral 
zone, making them regroup," Parise said. "We clogged up 
the neutral zone well. We were able to sustain some 
offensive-zone time of our own and keep them away from 
our net." 

NOTES: Carolina defenseman Brendan Smith (undisclosed) 
left the game early in the third period after a hit by New York 
forward Casey Cizikas. Brind'Amour did not have an update. 
… Hurricanes defenseman Ethan Bear was minus-1 with two 
hits in 10:58 of ice time after missing six games with a lower-
body injury. … Carolina last had one shot on goal in a period 
Jan. 10, 2020, during the third period of a 3-0 win against the 
Arizona Coyotes. … The Hurricanes and Islanders each 
went 0-for-4 on the power play. … Trotz coached his 1,800th 
NHL game, second to Scotty Bowman (2,141). Trotz is 910-
663-167 with 60 ties.
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Palmieri rescues Isles in final-minute win over Hurricanes 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Kyle Palmieri scored with 14.1 
seconds remaining in a wild final minute to lift the New York 
Islanders to a 2-1 win over the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday 
night. 

Ilya Sorokin needed only 19 saves to pick up the victory, 
though he was less than a minute away from matching a 
franchise record for shutouts in a season.  

But Vincent Trocheck’s goal with 56.8 seconds to play tied it 
for Carolina. 

Still, the Islanders won for the fifth time in their last six games 
— thanks to Palmieri’s clutch goal. 

“We’re just playing good hockey right now,” left wing Matt 
Martin said.  

Yet with 12 games to play, the Islanders remain a long shot 
in the Eastern Conference playoff race. They’re 11 points out 
of the last qualifying spot. 

“They’re a desperate team,” Hurricanes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo said. “They’re still in it. They’ve got to win just 
about almost every game to get in.” 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau also scored for New York, and Palmieri 
had an assist on that goal. 

“We’re getting good results,” left wing Zach Parise said. 
“We’re not going to quit. We’re going to keep going.” 

A night after clinching a playoff spot for the fourth year in a 
row, the Hurricanes weren’t crisp at all on their way to losing 
for the third time in four games. Frederik Andersen made 19 
saves. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said there was a lack of 
energy at times and then the Hurricanes were teased with 
the possibility of at least gaining a team point. 

“That’s a tough way to end the game,” Brind’Amour said. 

Trocheck’s tying goal came after the Hurricanes pulled 
Andersen for an extra skater. Trocheck didn’t have a goal or 
assist in the previous five games. 

Then Palmieri powered his way to the front of the net with 
control of the puck to knock in the winning goal. 

“It starts at the beginning of the game, it’s not just that last 
shift,” Trocheck said. 

Sorokin appeared for the first time in New York’s last six 
games, with his previous outing coming March 27. He wasn’t 

threatened during stretches by the Metropolitan Division’s 
highest-scoring team. 

The Islanders won the battle for the puck behind the net 
before Matt Martin delivered a pass to Pageau, who put the 
puck in the upper part of the net at 8:24 of the second period. 
Pageau has five of his 15 goals this season in the last three 
games. 

“I think we’re outworking some really good teams and that’s 
why we’re having success,” Pageau said.  

The Hurricanes managed only one shot on goal in the 
second period, matching their fewest in a period since Jan. 
10, 2020, in a win over Arizona. They failed to generate a 
scoring chance on a power play late in the period. 

Carolina’s Martin Necas had a first-period opportunity when 
Sorokin left an opening, but Necas’ shot on the power play 
bounced off the goalie’s pad. 

This was the first meeting between the teams since Carolina 
won 6-3 at home to open the season. 

NOT QUITE  

Sorokin has six shutouts this season, one shy of the 
franchise record set by Chico Resch (1975-76) and matched 
by current teammate Semyon Varlamov (last season). 

Sorokin missed his seventh on Carolina’s late 6-on-5 goal. 

“It’s too bad because Sorokin had a real strong game,” coach 
Barry Trotz said. 

Sorokin, who played in his 66th NHL game, has nine career 
shutouts. 

DELIGHT IN DIVISION 

The Islanders sit in fifth place in the Metropolitan Division, 
but they have won 10 of their last 12 games against 
members of the division. New York’s problem was winning 
just twice in divisional matchups in its first eight attempts. 

CENTURY MARK 

Carolina remained at 100 points (46-18-8) for the second-
most in franchise history. With 10 games to go, the 
Hurricanes need to secure 12 points to match the franchise 
record set in the 2005-06 season. 

UP NEXT 

Islanders: At St. Louis on Saturday night. 

Hurricanes: Host Anaheim on Sunday night.
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Islanders outbattle Canes with last-minute winner 

The Hurricanes tied the game with under a minute to play, 
but New York answered right back to win a pretty dull hockey 
game. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

A day after clinching their fourth straight playoff berth, the 
Carolina Hurricanes got the full New York Islanders 
experience in a 2-1 loss in a brutal game of hockey.  

There wasn’t much happening for either team for 59 minutes 
of the game, as shots finished up tied at 21-21 with less than 
20 combined high-danger scoring chances in the entire 
game.  

Jean-Gabriel Pageau opened the scoring off a bad turnover 
from the Canes in the second period, and that was all the 
scoring until the final minute of the game. Vincent Trocheck 
scored with the extra skater with 56 seconds left to play, but 
New York scored with 14 seconds to go to hand the 
Hurricanes the loss in the toughest of fashions.  

Frederik Andersen and Ilya Sorokin battled between the 
pipes, with both goalies playing well despite a lack of too 
much against them.  

While scoreless, the first period was a vast improvement 
over Thursday night’s awful start for the Canes, as the 
energy level was high from the very first shift, which featured 
two prime chances for Derek Stepan.  

The Canes controlled a lot of the opening 20 minutes, 
outshooting the Islanders 12-7 while killing off two penalties 
with elite efficiency. Carolina had one power play of its own 
that was fruitless, with the best look a wide-open net for 
Martin Necas who shot it right into Sorokin to waste a grade-
A pass from Seth Jarvis.  

The second period wasn’t great though, as the Canes got 
outshot 8-1, and it was particularly bad for Ethan Bear. 
Shortly after the Canes killed off a Max Domi penalty, which 
was taken after a Bear turnover, Bear lost the puck behind 
Carolina’s net.  

The Islanders got it and found Pageau completely alone right 
in front of the crease, as Tony DeAngelo found himself in no 

man’s land. Pageau converted the highest of danger 
chances to break open the scoring.  

The rest of the period wasn’t too much better for the 
Hurricanes, who capped off a tough second frame with a 
terrible power play.  

The third period was a lot of the same, as chances were hard 
to come by for either team as the game just kind of trudged 
along.  

Some action finally came with about seven minutes to go, as 
Andrei Svechnikov went to the box for clearing the puck over 
the glass. The Canes’ PK came to an end early as Zach 
Parise got whistled for tripping.  

While neither team scored during the special teams period of 
play, things ramped up a little bit in terms of the pace of the 
game.  

The Hurricanes pulled Andersen with just over 2:30 to play, 
and it paid off with just under a minute left in the game.  

The Canes applied constant pressure with the extra man, 
and the puck made its way through some net-front traffic to 
Trocheck, who blasted one home on the backdoor to even 
things at 1-1 with 56.8 second to play.  

But as soon as things looked good for the Canes, suddenly 
they didn’t.  

New York won the game with 14.1 seconds left on the clock, 
as Kyle Palmieri held off Brady Skjei behind the net and 
ripped a shot past Andersen with little interference from 
Skjei.  

And while the Hurricanes have their playoff spot sealed, that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t anything left to play for. With their 
recent stretch, the Canes’ lead atop the Metro has shrunk to 
just two points over the New York Rangers with now the 
same amount of games played.  

Granted, a Metro win will mean a playoff meeting with either 
Boston or Tampa while second place would mean 
Pittsburgh, but you still don’t play for second.  

The Canes will be back in action Sunday at home against 
Anaheim.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Trocheck on last-minute loss to Islanders 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell 2-1 to the New York Islanders 
Friday night, as a last-minute equalizer for the Canes was 
quickly erased.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost in pretty brutal fashion Friday 
night in PNC Arena, as the New York Islanders scored the 
game-winning goal with 14 seconds to play after the Canes 
tied things up earlier in the final minute of the game.  

In the end, the Canes lost 2-1 in a very Islanders hockey 
game, as chances were hard to come by for both teams. 
Vincent Trocheck finally broke through on the scoresheet 
with 56 seconds to play and Carolina’s net empty, but the 
Islanders won in regulation with a hard-fought goal from Kyle 
Palmieri. 

Following the loss, Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo and Trocheck spoke with 
members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if that was a frustrating performance all around: It was a 
great first period. We did everything we needed to except 
score. That’s probably the game. If we get ahead it’s a 
different game. They do a nice job of protecting everything 
and keeping it to the outside. From my point of view, we 
were really gassed. There was no energy in our legs. We 
had no speed to get in and get on them. They did a nice job 
with a lot of blocked shots. They did that kind of thing to keep 
us away from getting any real traction after the first period.  

On the gut punch at the end: Oh yeah, those are tough. We 
had a good first, but the second and third were no good. The 
fact that we got one late was like ‘ok, maybe we’ll get 
something out of this.’ We turn around and blow a little 
assignment at the end. That’s a tough way to end the game, 
for sure.  

On the power play: They’ve been terrible. Let’s just be 
honest. The second unit has actually been pretty good. They 
get in every time and get some action, but our first group has 
got to get way better. But we’ve got stuff to work on, which is 
good.  

On what specifically isn’t working for the first unit: They’re not 
executing. There’s no speed. They’re just coming up kind of 
nonchalant. There’s got to be more, you’ve got to have a little 
more intensity there. We’ll get it back.  

On if he might change the personnel: No. I’ve got my five 
best guys out there. That’s how you do it.  

On Ethan Bear’s performance and coming back against the 
Islanders: I don’t know that they were all over us. There was 
not much going on. But on that play, for sure. He’s been out 
for a while. It’s going to take him some time to get up to 
speed. A little bit of rust, for sure.  

On Brendan Smith’s injury: I don’t know. I didn’t get the 
chance to talk to him. 

On this game being a preview of the playoffs: I don’t know. I 
don’t know too many teams that play it exactly like that. But 
the grind part, for sure. Low scoring maybe, potentially, no 
doubt.  

On if it’s tough to go from facing wide-open Buffalo to the 
Islanders: Yeah, we haven’t seen this in a long time. Is it 
tough to shift gears? Not really. We know what to expect 
coming into the game. Everybody knows how they play. 
They did it right to the T, so they’re happy with how they did 
it and it got them the win.  

Tony DeAngelo 

On if it felt like the Canes got the result they deserved: I think 
it could have went either way. Both teams could have won, 
both teams could have lost. It was a pretty even game. 
They’re a desperate team, right? They’re still in it. They’ve 
got to win just about every game to get in. We played hard, 
they just found a way to win.  

On the power play’s struggles: Yesterday wasn’t bad, we had 
some good looks and shots. You can’t be mad at that. 
Obviously you’re frustrated that they don’t go in, but if you 
move it around it’s all you can ask for. They’ve got to go in at 
some point. Today it was just no good. I thought the other 
unit made some nice plays. They had some nice chances 
there on a nice seam pass by [Seth Jarvis]. But overall we’ve 
just got to do a better job. The Islanders are tough. We know 
that. They’ve got a good PK, kind of like ours. They play a 
similar way. But we’ve got to find a way to get a little more.  

On the Islanders’ physicality and style: They’ve got an 
identity. They’ve been the same way for years. They’re a real 
good team. I don’t think the standings really tell you where 
they are at. If you look at the standings it would tell you they 
are not as good as they are. They had a tough start. They’re 
just a good team. I thought we played ok, but not good 
enough.  

Vincent Trocheck 

On getting the equalizer and then giving it back: I don’t think 
we took a breath. But it hurts whenever you get one back 
late and they score. It starts at the beginning of the game. It’s 
not just that last shift. We’ve got to start better. I don’t know 
what it is. But if we get off to a better start in the first period 
and get a lead then it’s a different game.  

On if the high stick he took from Zdeno Chara in the third 
period was explained as a follow through: Yeah.  

On what the Islanders did so well defensively in the second 
period: They blocked a lot of shots in the second period. We 
had a lot of shots from the outside. I think it’s just a matter of 
getting to the net. Against these guys they pack it in pretty 
tight, so getting to the dirty areas and getting the greasier 
goals in front of the net. They did a really good job of getting 
in shot lanes when we got the puck to the point, and we’ve 
got to do a better job of finding a way around that.  

On if it’s tough to go from facing wide-open Buffalo to the 
Islanders: No. We play different teams every night in the 
NHL. We do pre-scouts that show us what each team does. 
Yeah, they’re two different teams, but it’s no different.  
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On getting ready for the playoffs: Every game right now, 11 
or 10 games left in the season, they’re all getting us ready for 
the playoffs. We’re fine-tuning things. There’s things that we 
definitely need to work on right now. We’ve got to use these 
next 10 games to amp ourselves up.  

On what particular needs to get better: Our power play 
stands out to me.  

On the 6-on-5 goal maybe giving the power play a boost: I 
don’t think it gives us a boost in the power play. If anything it 
just shows us what it takes to get those kinds of goals. With 
an extra man, sometimes it just needs to be getting the puck 
to the net and getting extra bodies there. A lot of times 6-on-
5 that’s how those goals are scored. It’s a little bit different 
with two less guys on the ice on 5-on-4.

 

 

 

Canes clipped by Islanders in stunning 2-1 loss  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

One day removed from clinching a playoff spot, the Carolina 
Hurricanes suffered a 2-1 loss to the New York Islanders in 
PNC Arena on Friday, April 8. 

The Canes (46-18-8) looked flat in all aspects of the game as 
the Islanders (33-28-9) took advantage of Carolina’s 
struggling power play and its overall lack of tenacity. The 
Canes never really tested New York goalie Ilya Sorokin, and 
the Islanders came away with both points as a result. 

“From my point of view, we were really gassed,” said head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “There was no energy in our legs. 
We had no speed to get in and get on them. They did a nice 
job with a lot of blocked shots.” 

The Hurricanes’ inability to generate chances was especially 
obvious on the power play, which has struggled to get the job 
done in recent weeks. Neither team really got anything going 
while on the play, with both going 0 for 4 on the night, but 
Carolina’s reluctance to get into the dirty areas was all the 
more apparent when the Isles were keeping them out of the 
slot with one less skater. 

“They’ve been terrible,” Brind’Amour said. “Let’s just be 
honest. The second unit has actually been pretty good. They 
get in every time and get some action, but our first group has 
got to get way better.” 

Even at even strength, Carolina simply struggled to make 
much happen on offense. The Islanders eventually cracked 
the scoreboard in the second period with a goal from Jean-
Gabriel Pageau, but the Canes floundered in contrast. 

During the middle period, the Hurricanes registered just one 
shot compared to New York’s eight. 

Carolina did manage to engineer a sliver of hope in the dying 
moments of the game, however. With goaltender Frederik 
Andersen pulled off the ice for an extra skater, center 
Vincent Trocheck netted a game-tying goal with just 58.6 
seconds left in the third. 

That hope was quickly quashed as the Isles caught the 
Canes off guard and Kyle Palmieri slipped the puck past 
Andersen with just 14.1 seconds left in regulation. After 
coming so close to salvaging at least a point in OT, the result 
was a difficult pill for the Hurricanes to swallow. 

“I don’t think we took a breath,” Trocheck said. “But it hurts 
whenever you get one back late and they score. It starts at 
the beginning of the game. It’s not just that last shift. We’ve 
got to start better.” 

Much like the playoff-clinching win against Buffalo, Carolina’s 
newfound tendency of turning the puck over in bad spots 
also marred the Canes’ evening. The Hurricanes racked up 
15 giveaways compared to just two by the Islanders, with 
many of the Canes’ turnovers coming in their own zone. The 
Hurricanes’ Inability to maintain possession allowed the Isles 
to generate counterattacks and keep Carolina behind the 
proverbial eight ball on several occasions. 

With 10 games left in the regular season, time is running out 
for the Hurricanes to hit their stride and carry some 
momentum into the playoffs. Their next opportunity to return 
to form will come on Sunday, April 10 in a home game 
against the Anaheim Ducks. Puck drops at 6 p.m.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260255415.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260236065.html 

https://theathletic.com/3237145/2022/04/09/carolina-hurricanes-mailbag-cup-referees-opponent/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-squander-late-equalizer-lose-2-1-to-islanders/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-wild-final-minute-concludes-in-two-one-canes-defeat/c-332784764 
https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-islanders-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-332769602 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-frederik-andersen-ilya-sorokin-jean-gabriel-pageau-5cb2e5961cbca25a73cd4b340c400df5 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/8/23017379/islanders-outbattle-canes-with-last-minute-winner 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/8/23017516/they-said-it-brindamour-deangelo-trocheck-on-last-minute-loss-to-islanders 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-clipped-by-islanders-in-stunning-2-1-loss/article_08d55192-b7b6-11ec-a868-bf2baf65a1d5.html 
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Wild final minute ends in Hurricanes loss to Islanders on a Kyle Palmieri 
goal 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Vincent Trocheck had tied the score for the Canes with 56.8 seconds 
remaining in regulation after goalie Frederik Andersen was pulled for a 
sixth attacker. The crowd of 17,279 at PNC Arena was on its feet, 
roaring, after Trocheck collected a rebound and had an open net. 

But there still was time left and the Islanders made the most of it, quickly 
regrouping and winning 2-1 on a Kyle Palmieri goal with 15 seconds left 
that quickly lowered the sound level in the building. 

Palmieri carried the puck around the Canes net, held off defenseman 
Brady Skjei and got off a rising shot that beat Andersen. The Canes 
again attacked the Isles net, Teuvo Teravainen getting off a shot, but it 
was too late. 

“Those are tough,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “The fact we got 
one late is kind of, ‘OK, maybe we’ll get something out of this’ and then 
turn around and blow a little assignment. That’s a tough way to end the 
game, for sure.” 

A night after clinching a fourth straight berth in the Stanley Cup playoffs, 
the Canes (46-18-8) were handed just their seventh home loss in 
regulation this season in a Metropolitan Division game that was a grinder. 
The late goal also gave Andersen, brilliant much of the season, a third 
consecutive loss. 

“You could tell, from my point, we were really gassed,” Brind’Amour said. 
“There was no energy in our legs, so we had no speed to get in and get 
on them. They did a nice job with a lot of blocked shots (15) and did that 
kind of thing to keep us from getting any kind of real traction after the first 
period.” 

The Canes had the best scoring chance in the first, but Martin Necas, 
looking at an open net, shot the puck into the right pad of goalie Ilya 
Sorokin. The period ended scoreless. 

“It was a great first period,” Brind’Amour said. “We did everything we 
needed to except score. If we get ahead it’s a different game.” 

Instead, the Islanders (33-28-9) got ahead. Palmieri forced Canes 
defenseman Ethan Bear into a turnover behind the Canes net and Matt 
Martin found Jean-Gabriel Pageau unchecked in front of Andersen for a 
1-0 lead at 8:24 of the second period. 

The rest was mostly frustration for the Canes, who rallied for a 5-3 win 
Thursday over the Buffalo Sabres to secure a playoff spot. It also hurt 
that defenseman Brendan Smith left the game early in the third with an 
injury. 

Carolina had one shot in the second period, the fewest by Canes in a 
period in more than two years. Sorokin, returning from an upper-body 
injury, had an easy time of it and faced just 21 shots in the game in 
earning his 23rd victory. 

“They blocked a lot of shots,” Trocheck said. “We had a lot of shots from 
the outside. I think it’s just a matter of getting to the net against these 
guys. They pack it in pretty tight.” 

The Canes were 0-4 on the power play in the game, with four shots, and 
were more threatening shorthanded than 5-on-4 as they were outworked 
by the Isles’ penalty killers. 

The Canes’ top power-play unit of Trocheck, Teravainen, Sebastian Aho, 
Andrei Svechnikov and Tony DeAngelo was ineffective, struggling in all 
areas — zone entries, setting up, finding open shooting lanes. 

“Terrible,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re not executing. There’s no speed. 
They’re just coming up kind of nonchalant. You’ve got to have more 
intensity there.” 

The Canes have failed to score a power-play goal in last last four games 
and six of the last seven. 

Asked if he would change up the top power-play unit, Brind’Amour said, 
“No. I’ve got my five best guys out there.” He also added, “They’ll get it 
back.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 9, 2022 

 

The Canes, still leading the Metro Division by two points over the New 
York Rangers, have 10 games remaining in the regular season and will 
play their fourth game in six days Sunday against the Anaheim Ducks at 
PNC Arena. 

As Brind’Amour said, the games keep on coming. 

News Observer LOADED: 04.09.2022 
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Bag of Jerks: Is anything less than a Cup a bust for the Hurricanes? Do 
refs really pick on them? Best 1st-round matchup? 

 

Sara Civian  

 

Good morning! I hope you all had a fun night celebrating the Hurricanes 
clinching the playoffs for the fourth consecutive season. I know most fans 
will have the next step on their minds already, but don’t let anyone tell 
you four straight playoff runs isn’t something worth celebrating. 

“It’s a huge accomplishment,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Thursday after a 5-3 win over the Sabres. “We’ve grinded all year. We 
know there’s bigger and better things that we want to accomplish, but 
you have to get there first. To get there with 11 games to go, that says a 
lot about the group. Normally, you’re sweating it out to try and get in at 
this point. The fact that we’re in and have accomplished that, it should be 
celebrated to some degree. 

“We’re going to come back tomorrow and talk about how we want to win 
the game. But I give these guys a lot of credit. The majority of the time, 
you guys watch the games, they play their butts off every night. It doesn’t 
always work out, but they’re a pretty committed group.” 

We’ll have a pre-playoff mailbag in due time, of course, but first let’s get 
the last batch of in-season questions out of the way. 

(Note: Some questions and edited for length and clarity.) 

Hi, Sara. I’m curious how the Hurricanes organization views itself and 
what its definition of a “successful season” is. Compared to its previous 
track record of bounding in and out of the playoff picture, the Hurricanes 
have done a really great job of making themselves a team that makes the 
playoffs every year and now seem to be maturing into “in the 
conversation for Stanley Cup contenders” multiple years running. Have 
they reached that stage of “anything less than the Cup is not a success”? 
Or maybe, based on their philosophy, they won’t ever view things that 
black and white (which I don’t necessarily mind)? — Rich B. 

Hi, Rich. It definitely depends who you ask. I remember one of the first 
days I got here, back in 2018, I asked both Brind’Amour (who was in his 
first year as coach, too) and then-captain Justin Williams how important it 
was to qualify for the playoffs. They both shut that down as a loser 
mentality and said even for a team that hadn’t qualified for the 
postseason in nine years, just making the playoffs wasn’t enough. That 
was my first sign that the group was something special. Then you had a 
really pissed-off Sebastian Aho after last season’s second-round exit. 

“We had, in our minds, something different than this,” he said. “I thought 
we were ready to take the next step. The next step is to be the best, 
right?” 

He was less pissed off but still determined when I asked him the same 
question last night. 

“That’s the whole point of why you play hockey, right? You play for the 
playoffs,” he said. “You play for the win and to be the best team. We are 
very proud that we’re headed to the playoffs, but at the same time, we 
just need to put our head down and go to work.” 

Everyone in the front office and ownership is on the same page. Duh, 
they want to win the Stanley Cup, but owner Tom Dundon and team 
president/general manager Don Waddell are going to have a bit of a 
different perspective. Making the playoffs alone is gigantic for finances — 
especially for a small-market team, and especially considering the 
financial ramifications of COVID-19. Obviously the deeper you get in the 
playoffs, the more money you make, so even if Dundon and Waddell 
didn’t care about the hockey, they’d be eager to make it to the Cup Final. 

But while it’s the players’ and coaches’ jobs to focus on doing everything 
they can to win right now, it’s management’s job to focus on “What if we 
don’t? What next?” In that sense, I don’t think management views this 
season as Cup or bust, and I don’t think it should. When you look at 
roster construction, 2023-24 looks more like the do-or-die season. You’ve 
got Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei in the last years 
of their contracts that season, Seth Jarvis as a pending RFA, plus Jaccob 
Slavin in the second-to-last year of his contract. 

That doesn’t mean the Canes shouldn’t win the Cup if they can, lol. 
There’s a difference between saying at the beginning of the season, “It’s 
the end of the world if the Canes don’t win the Cup,” and, hypothetically, 
watching the Canes fall flat in a conference finals against a team they 
could’ve beat. The latter would feel a bit closer to the end of the world. 
Nothing’s promised in the Stanley Cup playoffs, but if an opportunity 
presents itself and you miss it, you might be looking back on it for the rest 
of your life, regardless of where you were in your “Cup window.” 

I will also say, I think the “Cup contender conversation” is almost always 
a bit premature and dramatic around the league. The Big Bad Tampa 
Bay Lightning Collapse of 2019 happened, the dramatic and reactive 
takes happened (I participated, of course!), and then what happened? 

So I guess the answer is that management has been hoping for the best 
but preparing for the worst, while players and Brind’Amour wouldn’t 
consider a first- or second-round exit a success — and 2023-24 will 
come quicker than we all think. 

Has there been any internal discussion that you’re aware of regarding the 
article that came out from TSN regarding the large discrepancy in 
penalties taken/drawn by Canes compared to other teams like the Avs, 
as mentioned in the article? — Mike F. 

Are you planning an article or deep dive into penalty imbalance or timing 
of calls officials decide to make? I feel like officiating could use its own 
mailbag. — Rom P. 

I knew this question was coming, and I’ve been dreading it, to be honest. 

I’ve had conversations with several former NHL officials and some other 
league sources since TSN published this article by Travis Yost. I think 
you all know that I’ve agreed with you for the past few seasons. It has 
definitely felt, at times, like officials let a lot of trespasses against the 
Canes fly and were a little harder on the Canes when handing out 
penalties. I typically arrive at the same conclusion when I look into these 
things, though: The officials aren’t biased against the Canes, but at the 
end of the day either the officiating process or some of the rules need to 
change. 

Y’all are Canes fans and the article you’re citing was written by an 
objective national writer. So of course it feels like vindication for you, and, 
considering some of the opinions I’ve been called a “homer” for, it could 
feel like vindication for me, as well. But the truth is the article has some 
holes in it and lacks some context, even if there have been several head-
scratching non-calls this season and even if it’d be easier to just give the 
article a thumbs up or ignore it altogether. 

The premise states that the Avalanche and the Canes have established 
themselves as two of the best NHL teams over the past three seasons, 
but only one data point in that time frame separates them: their 
respective penalty differentials. Yost mentions that the Avalanche are 
plus-96 and the Hurricanes are minus-83 from 2019 to 2022, then throws 
in the Coyotes as a control sample at minus-11. That immediately made 
me scratch my head. If we’re trying to compare penalties called versus 
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penalties drawn among top NHL teams over the past few seasons, why 
would we include the Coyotes? 

Then there are all the concession statements. In the paragraph where 
Yost states the penalty differentials of the two teams in the past three 
years in all situations (plus-82 Avalanche, minus-56 Hurricanes as of the 
Canes’ 67th game this season), he then says: “We can’t draw many 
conclusions from this other than the Avalanche and Hurricanes are polar 
opposites, and that a staggering 179 penalties — worth about 35 goals 
on opportunity alone — separate these two teams.” 

Then he makes his main point, that “Carolina has never — not one time 
over the past three seasons — drawn more penalties than Colorado,” 
and that since “Carolina and Colorado dominate the puck in a way few 
other teams do … that should lend itself well to drawing penalties.” He 
uses Arizona to further that point, because sometimes the Coyotes draw 
penalties at an aggressive rate and sometimes they don’t. “We cannot 
rule out that Colorado may have a unique collection of guys who can 
draw penalties (and similarly, the Hurricanes have a unique collection of 
guys who are penalty-taking magnets),” he writes in the next sentence. 

Then he writes that the Canes should wonder why they don’t get as 
many calls as the Coyotes — but wouldn’t that be asking the officials to 
implement the “balancing strategy” the article aims to condemn? 

Throughout the article, there are no tangible examples of times the 
Coyotes or the Avalanche had it easy and the Canes had a penalty 
called that they didn’t deserve. I’m not saying that’s never happened, for 
the record — the Jordan Staal holding call in overtime at Tampa Bay last 
week immediately comes to mind — but maybe the Coyotes have some 
of those, too. And have we forgotten the ongoing Nazem Kadri saga? 

The article is making broad points using broad sets of data, which is how 
a lot of analytics writing works, so maybe that forgives it not getting into 
specifics, but then again, why the specific teams cited? Why are we 
randomly comparing the Avalanche, the Hurricanes and … the Coyotes? 
Why wouldn’t we use an example like, say, the Maple Leafs, who have 
been another possession-heavy team at the top of the league? According 
to the data, their past three seasons amount to an overall minus-31 
penalty differential. 

If Yost is arguing that teams with strong puck possession should draw 
more penalties, maybe it’s helpful to look at some Corsi-to-penalty 
differential ratios. Through 66 games in 2021-22, the Maple Leafs ranked 
No. 6 leaguewide in Corsi-for percentage (53.81), yet their penalty 
differential ranked No. 27. Meanwhile, through 67 games, the Canes’ 
Corsi-for percentage ranked No. 3 (55.36), and their penalty differential 
ranked middle-of-the-league-ish at No. 19. The Oilers’ Corsi-for 
percentage ranked No. 8, and their penalty differential was No. 25. 
Vegas was similar through 69 games: No. 9 Corsi-for percentage, No. 26 
in penalty differential. 

Then you add in the differential part. Even if you agree that the Canes 
don’t get a favorable whistle, they do take a lot of penalties that are 
actually penalties, and I don’t think anyone would argue against that. 
That’ll mess with a differential. 

And we haven’t even mentioned roster turnover yet. Does it really make 
sense to compile three seasons of data on a team that is a constantly 
changing entity and act like it has stayed the same? According to 
Evolving-Hockey’s data, players who come to the Hurricanes seem to get 
penalized about how they did before they were Canes. 

For example, take Ian Cole’s penalty differentials in seasons before 
joining the Canes: minus-19 in 2017-18 with the Blue Jackets and 
Penguins, then minus-16 and minus-12 with the Avalanche, then minus-
14 with the Avalanche and Wild. That puts the minus-23 in Carolina (as 
of 67 games) into perspective. 

Or Tony DeAngelo: minus-7 in 2017-18 with the Rangers, then minus-8, 
then minus-2. With the Canes? Minus-2 through 53 games. 

Nino Niederreiter: minus-7 in 2013-14 with the Wild, then plus-7, minus-
1, plus-5, minus-2. In his three full Hurricanes seasons: minus-5, even, 
plus-eight. 

There are young Hurricanes players who have never played for anyone 
else and have pretty bad penalty differentials over the years. Andrei 
Svechnikov’s differentials are minus-13, minus-8, minus-5 and minus-7, 
and while I do think he’s been getting the “young star” treatment (heavy 
whistle and officials reluctant to call penalties he’s drawn), we all know 
he’s had a bad habit with the blatant stick penalties. 

Finally, I asked three former NHL referees if they think Brind’Amour’s 
comments about the officiating — or Canes players complaining — have 
led to lopsided calls. For whatever it’s worth, they all said they have 
nothing but respect for Brind’Amour, and one went as far as to agree with 
his take that the league could update the nature of officiating and have 
one official watching from the box. 

At the end of it all, I go back to the feeling I’ve had for a few years now: 
The way the NHL does its officiating needs to change, but the officials 
aren’t biased against the Canes. 

Rank the following potential reasons as to why the Hurricanes don’t hoist 
the cup this year: 

• Run into a hot goalie 

• Young guys (Martin Necas/Jarvis) don’t produce 

• They blow a 3-1 lead 

• Can’t score five-on-five 

• Hurricanes goaltending 

• Can’t handle a physical team 

 

• Tom Wilson injures someone 

• A team circumventing the cap gets healthy 

• Rod winks at a ref and gets tossed 

• Goalie interference call is reversed in favor of the opposition 

— Jason K. 

I think you were kidding, Jason, but after the last two heavy-hitter 
questions, let’s have some fun: 

1. Can’t score five-on-five: This is by far my biggest concern! 

2. Goaltending: Even if theoretically I shouldn’t be concerned, since it’s 
been outstanding most of the regular season, curses are curses and I’m 
holding my breath until Freddie Andersen gets out of the first round. 

3. Cap circumvention: And a missed opportunity for the Canes! Where is 
Tonya Harding when you need her? 

4. Run into a hot goalie: That would be on-brand and is more or less 
what happened last time. 

5. Goalie interference call reversed: We’re good for one stupid thing like 
this per postseason at the very least. 

6. Rod winks at a ref and gets tossed: Goes without saying. 

7. Young guys (Necas/Jarvis) don’t produce: I’m honestly feeling like 
Jarvis is going to have an incredible postseason. You heard it here first 
(or probably second, or fifth). But even if he doesn’t, and even if Necas 
doesn’t continue trending up, it shouldn’t be on them to win or lose you 
the playoffs. They need to contribute, as does everyone, but they can’t 
be the reason for a Cup win or a Cup loss. 

The 3-1 blown series, physical opponent and Tom Wilson concerns can 
tie for No. 8. 
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What’s going to happen to Tony DeAngelo after this season? Tough to 
see how they fit in a $4 to $5 million AAV contract with all the other 
commitments. — Robert L. 

It’s a good question. Everything I’ve heard is all sides are hyper-focused 
on the playoffs right now, but this season has gone about as well as it 
could possibly have gone for DeAngelo and he’s not going to be 
available for one year, $1 million again. I usually don’t put much weight 
into players being loyal to certain teams — it’s a business after all, and 
that works both ways — but I do think DeAngelo is appreciative of the 
Canes giving him a chance under the circumstances, and the Canes are 
appreciative of DeAngelo not blowing it, and this should somehow work 
out. 

Which first-round matchup best gets the Canes to that “playoff” mindset. 
Which team immediately turns that switch on? — Kenneth S. 

I’m sort of giggling at this question and how positively it’s framed. 
Everyone should strive to be like Kenneth S. Instead of calling it the 
“hardest first-round matchup” in an unlucky way, you can call it the most 
playoff-y matchup. I do get the mentality, though, and as Brind’Amour 
often says, you have to go through all the teams to win the Cup anyway. 

When I look back on Aho’s statements after the Lightning series, and 
everything that series entailed, I say the Lightning will switch the Canes 
into playoff mode quicker than anyone else. If they win that first-round 
matchup, confidence skyrockets. Then again, there’s always some 
history and bad blood with the Capitals, so it depends what playoff mode 
you’re seeking. Fast-pace, frustrating goaltending? Or debauchery? 

Sara Civian is a Staff Writer for The Athletic, covering the Hurricanes. 
Before The Athletic she covered the Boston Bruins for WEEI 93.7-FM. 
She spent the five years prior at Penn State, where she served as 
managing editor for Onward State. Follow Sara on Twitter @saracivian. 
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Ryan Getzlaf has a few thoughts about the Ducks’ next captain 

 

Elliott Teaford  

 

VOORHEES, N.J. — When the Ducks arrive at training camp in 
September at Great Park Ice in Irvine, they’ll be tasked with something 
they haven’t done since the 2010-11 season. They must select a new 
team captain for the first time since Ryan Getzlaf inherited the “C” from a 
retiring Scott Niedermayer. 

Who will it be? 

It’s been a burning question since Getzlaf announced Tuesday he would 
retire at season’s end. 

There are several possibilities, including Cam Fowler and Adam 
Henrique. 

Or the Ducks could go without one for the time being, relying on two, 
three or more who would serve as rotating assistant captains. Other 
teams have done that and managed to handle the leadership business 
just fine, breaking with a well-established tradition that predates the 
franchise. 

Only a handful of players have served as the Ducks’ captain since the 
team began play in 1993-94, none longer than Getzlaf. Troy Loney, 
Randy Ladouceur, Paul Kariya, Teemu Selanne, Steve Rucchin, Chris 
Pronger and Scott Niedermayer had the job before Getzlaf took on the 
role. 

Kariya, Selanne, Pronger and Niedermayer are Hall of Famers. 

“I got to learn from some of the best in the business and I had lots of 
support around me, especially when I was young,” Getzlaf said Friday, 
referring specifically to Pronger and Niedermayer. “It’s a tremendous 
honor to be a captain in this league. I didn’t take that lightly when it was 
given to me.” 

Getzlaf couldn’t (or wouldn’t) say who might be named captain after he 
plays his farewell game April 24 against the St. Louis Blues at Honda 
Center. If he had a favorite, he wasn’t going to share his opinion after the 
Ducks practiced at the Philadelphia Flyers’ suburban training facility. 

Certainly, no one could say with any degree of certainty who might want 
the job. Or who might still be on the roster after Ducks general manager 
Pat Verbeek completes his first offseason in his new job. It’s also unclear 
what role, if any, Getzlaf might have in picking his successor. 

“I believe there are a couple of guys who would be comfortable doing 
that,” Getzlaf said without naming names. 

Fowler, who joined the Ducks as an 18-year-old in 2010-11 and has only 
known Getzlaf as his captain, could be one. Fowler and Henrique, 
another possible candidate for the captaincy, have been among the 
rotating assistant captains the past few seasons and have assumed 
leadership roles. 

It’s a difficult but rewarding job, according to Getzlaf. 

“There are all kinds of learning curves to it,” he said. “I’ve had to change 
over the years, had to relearn how to lead three years ago when the 
league started changing and players were changing, all that kind of stuff. 
If you don’t say you’re learning, you’re not really doing anything. 

“It’s a matter of trying to understand your teammates and what’s going 
on. It’s not going to change who I am or the way I go about things. I 
never looked at it like a burden. It wasn’t like anything that changed me. 
One hundred percent, when you look back on history at the guys who 
have worn it and what they’ve done for the game, it’s definitely an honor.” 

Getzlaf will be missed, to the point of being all but irreplaceable, 
according to Fowler. It might mean the Ducks don’t have a captain for 
next season. Or, at least, no one who wears the “C,” as Getzlaf has with 
such distinction for 12 years during his 17-season, Hall of Fame-caliber 
career. 

It might even be beneficial to play without a captain in 2022-23 and 
beyond. 

“I think it’s going to be more of a collective leadership thing once ‘Getzy’ 
hangs them up,” Fowler said. “That’s a big hole to fill and it’s not going to 
take one person to do that. It’s going to be myself, ‘Rico’ (Henrique), 
‘Shatty’ (Kevin Shattenkirk), guys who have been around a while to help 
fill the gaps there. 

“For myself, personally, I’m just going to go about my business as I 
always have and try to lead on the ice – that’s more what I bring to the 
table – and be a teammate to all these guys. They know they can rely on 
me in all situations. That will be my main focus moving forward.” 

MEDICAL UPDATE 

Getzlaf skated with his teammates Friday, but said he was unsure if he 
could play Saturday against the Flyers. He said he believed he would 
play “at some point on the trip” to face the Flyers, Carolina Hurricanes, 
Florida Panthers and former teammate Corey Perry and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

He’s been sidelined for 13 of the past 15 games because of a foot injury. 

Ducks at Philadelphia 

When: Saturday, 4:30 p.m. 

Where: Wells Fargo Center, Philadelphia 

TV: Ch. 13 

Orange County Register: LOADED: 04.09.2022 
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Tyler Motte out with 'significant' injury as Kaapo Kakko nears Rangers 
return 

 

Zach Braziller  

 

Tyler Motte is out for the near future and Filip Chytil is also sidelined, 
though Kaapo Kakko and Kevin Rooney could be back as soon as 
Saturday. 

It was a busy Friday for the Rangers, who are soon to be playoff-bound. 

The team announced prior to practice that Motte had suffered a 
“significant” upper-body injury that didn’t involve his head during the win 
over the Penguins on Thursday. Coach Gerard Gallant said Motte won’t 
miss the rest of the season, but the center, who was acquired from 
Vancouver at the deadline, isn’t expected back anytime soon. 

Kakko and Rooney, meanwhile, returned to practice for the first time — 
they had been skating on their own while dealing with upper-body 
injuries, so conditioning isn’t much of a concern — and could be in the 
lineup against the Senators at the Garden on Saturday night. Rooney 
has been out since March 2, missing 18 games. Kakko has missed 31 
straight contests. 

“There’s definitely a chance,” Gallant said of the two playing on Saturday. 
“It would add a lot of depth, two guys that have been two real good 
hockey players. Both are penalty killers, both guys who work hard, 
compete, do the right thing for us. They’re a big part of our group.” 

In the brief workout Friday, Kakko skated on the right side of the third 
line, which was centered by Barclay Goodrow. Rooney was the pivot on 
the fourth line, between Dryden Hunt and Ryan Reaves. As for Motte, he 
suffered the injury after a big hit from Penguins winger Anthony Angello 
that sparked a few scuffles in the final minutes of the contest. 

“I thought actually [Thursday] night it was a blow to the head, but it was 
the back part of the shoulder that got him,” Gallant said. “I don’t think it 
was as bad as I thought originally, but still, I didn’t like it. … He knew 
Motte didn’t see him.” 

Chytil (upper-body) isn’t expected to be out long, the coach said. 

Chris Kreider is close to joining an elite club: Rangers who have scored 
50 goals in a single season. The 30-year-old winger has 47 right now. 
Only Jaromir Jagr, Adam Graves and Vic Hadfield have reached that 
plateau in franchise history. Jagr was the most recent to do it, netting 54 
goals during the 2005-06 season. 

“I’m not shooting until he gets it,” linemate Mika Zibanejad said. “It 
obviously would be a big accomplishment, and he’s been great for us all 
year. It’s been awesome to play with him. It’ not just about the goals, 
everyone knows what kind of pro he is, on and off the ice how hard he 
works. I’m really happy for him that he’s been having this season.” 
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Two steps forward, one step back for Rangers' team health 

 

By Neil Best 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y – The Rangers got both good and bad injury news 
on Friday. 

The bad was that forward Tyler Motte suffered a “significant” upper body 
injury in Thursday night’s game against the Penguins and will be out 
indefinitely. 

The good was that two other forwards, Kaapo Kakko and Kevin Rooney, 
returned to practice after long absences. 

Coach Gerard Gallant said Kakko and Rooney would be evaluated by the 
training staff and that there is a chance one or both could play against 
the Senators on Saturday. 

Pending the results of Friday night’s Islanders game, the Rangers could 
clinch a playoff spot with a victory over Ottawa. An Islanders loss to the 
Hurricanes in regulation time also would secure a Rangers berth. 

Motte was hurt in the third period against Pittsburgh on Thursday when 
Anthony Angello caught him in the shoulder with a big hit. Motte was 
penalized for interference. 

The Rangers said Motte’s injury was not to his head. Gallant said he 
initially thought Angello did catch Motte’s head, and that the hit was not 
as bad as he first thought. 

Still, the coach said he did not like the hit because he thought Angello 
should have seen Motte was in a vulnerable position and could not see 
him coming. 

Kakko has not played since Jan. 21 and Rooney since March 2, both 
because of “upper body” injuries. But they had been skating on their own 
before joining practice fully on Friday. Kakko worked with Barclay 
Goodrow and Alexis Lafreniere. 

“They look really good out there,” Gallant said. “They’ve been skating a 
long time. Conditioning is not an issue.” 

Kakko and Rooney were not made available to reporters. 

Kakko, the second overall pick in the 2019 draft, has five goals in 37 
games this season. Gallant said he wants Kakko to continue developing, 
especially as a scorer. 

“He’s just growing,” the coach said. “He’s taking another step. He’s trying 
to be a man.” 

Gallant said he would not celebrate when the Rangers officially clinch. 

“My expectations were to make the playoffs,” he said. “So I’ll be happy, 
but I’ll celebrate at the end of June, hopefully. That’s when you want to 
celebrate.” 

Blue notes 

Filip Chytil (upper body) did not practice and is day-to-day . . . Chris 
Kreider has 47 goals this season. Asked what it would mean to have him 
reach 50, Mika Zibanejad joked, “I’m not shooting until he gets it.” 
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Detroit Red Wings Jake Walman, Oskar Sundqvist have been great. Do 
they fit the rebuild? 

 

Helene St. James  

 

In a little more than two weeks, Jake Walman and Oskar Sundqvist have 
demonstrated how they make the Detroit Red Wings better.  
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Sundqvist arrived at the NHL trade deadline with a meatier resume, but 
Walman has maximized the nine games since March 21 to show he has 
a future with the team, too. He has used his speed to help the Wings 
break out the puck, and he's made them more dynamic because of his 
shot.  

"He’s done a good job," coach Jeff Blashill said. "Certainly he’s a 
shooter, he can really shoot the puck. I think he’s been accountable for 
the most part defensively, so he’s done a good job." 

The Wings took Thursday off to recover from hosting the Boston Bruins 
on Tuesday and playing in Winnipeg on  Wednesday. After enduring a 
six-game losing streak, the Wings have won consecutive games for the 
first time in nearly two months as they head into Saturday's home game 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

General manager Steve Yzerman acquired Sundqvist, 28, and Walman, 
26, and a 2023 second-round pick from the St. Louis Blues in exchange 
for defenseman Nick Leddy and minor-leaguer Luke Witkowski. Yzerman 
opted to move Leddy, 31, after negotiations to re-sign fizzled. 

Sundqvist is 6-foot-3 and 208 pounds and plays like it. He has a mean 
edge to him, and he's adept around the net, with smarts to boot. On 
Wednesday, he made a simple play with the puck when he dumped it 
softly along the boards and below the goal line, but it lead to Michael 
Rasmussen's goal in the 3-1 victory. Sundqvist has four points in nine 
games with the Wings and 91 points in 279 career games. He plays both 
special teams and is an effective checker. 

"He’s a good pro," Rasmussen said. "He’s really heavy, he’s good 
positionally, he’s really really hard on his stick. He’s just a good player, a 
guy you can put on in the last minute of the game. It’s good to watch him, 
how he is positionally and with his stick, how he uses his body in battles." 

Sundqvist is signed through next season with a $2.75 million salary cap 
hit. There's more at stake for Walman, who is on an expiring contract with 
a $925,000 salary cap hit and will be a restricted free agent. The trade 
was an audition to prove he can be a fit in Detroit. Leddy is gone, and 
veterans Marc Staal and Danny DeKeyser, who like Walman are left-side 
defensemen, are on expiring contracts. 

Even with the probability that Staal re-signs, and leaving open the 
possibility 2021 first-round pick Simon Edvinsson is ready to make the 
NHL next season, there's a spot for Walman if he earns it. He's still 
gaining a foothold in the NHL (66 career games) but he's had a solid 
opening stretch in Detroit. 

"He is good positionally, he’s a good skater, he’s really good with the 
puck," Rasmussen said. "I think when he’s using his skating and his 
hockey sense, playing with his instincts, he’s a really good player. I enjoy 
playing with him." 

Walman (6-2, 215 pounds) adds size to the back end and has a big shot. 
He has directed 22 shots on net since joining the Wings, second among 
defensemen only behind Moritz Seider (24) and tied with forward Jakub 
Vrana.  

"We lost a really good player in Leddy when we made the trade, and it’s 
nice to get somebody back that can provide some solid minutes," Blashill 
said.  

Contact Helene St. James at hstjames@freepress.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @helenestjames. Read more on the Detroit Red Wings and sign 
up for our Red Wings newsletter. Her book, The Big 50: The Detroit Red 
Wings is available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Triumph Books. 
Personalized copies available via her e-mail.  
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Wings notebook: Mitchell Stephens eager to rejoin, contribute in final 
weeks 

 

Ted Kulfan 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings are welcoming back a familiar face Saturday 
against Columbus. 

Forward Mitchell Stephens, who suffered a lower-body injury Nov. 13 
against Montreal and missed the next 55 games, has been cleared to 
return to the lineup. 

Stephens will play Saturday against the Blue Jackets. 

"It's exciting to get back skating with the guys," Stephens said. "It's been 
a long road of recovery and rehab. I'm excited to join the guys and get 
out there." 

Stephens won a job centering the fourth line out of training camp, and 
had four assists in 16 games, while providing effective checking. 

This will be an important end to the season for Stephens, 25, who is a 
restricted free agent this summer. With general manager Steve Yzerman 
likely to change a few faces among the forwards, it's up to a player like 
Stephens to show he belongs to be part of the Wings' future. 

Exclusive: Chris Ilitch talks Tigers, Wings rebuilds 

"I want to bring energy every shift that I can, up and down the ice, 
forechecking, making it hard to play against," Stephens said. "These last 
11 games you want to prove yourself to the guys in the room. I want to 
be a part of this team going forward. 

"For me, being out so long, I want to come in and give that little extra 
spark for the last 11 games of the season. I've watched for a long time, 
and I'm just excited to get back out there. 

Coach Jeff Blashill is confident Stephens can help the lineup despite 
missing so much of the season. 

"He's an energy-type player, so he can provide energy regardless of the 
amount of time he missed," Blashill said. "He's a natural center and we're 
going to play him at center. We just have to let him work his way into 
games and see if he can use these 11 games to kind of get himself a 
boost for next season." 

Stephens has been active in practice, skating and doing a variety of 
drills, over the last six weeks. Since being injured, Stephens has been 
around the locker room and stayed close to his teammates. 

"The first couple of months in rehab I was here, doing rehab and hanging 
with the guys and saying in the day to day," Stephens said. "All the guys 
have been really great about staying in the loop. 

"That’s something we worked on from the very beginning of the injury, 
keeping my cardio up, my muscles, staying active as much as I can. I’d 
say the last month to two months it’s definitely ramped up with practices, 
skating on my own when the guys were on the road.” 

Getting his timing back, said Stephens, will be crucial "and getting back 
to the speed of the game. It's been good to get into the practices and get 
that tempo and timing back. It's gone well." 

Stephens was able to rehab with Jakub Vrana and Troy Stecher (before 
Stecher was traded to Los Angeles), which helped the process. 

"The three of us, we'd be in here doing our rehab and talking and they 
were able to skate earlier than I was, it's good to go through it with 
someone else," he said. "Everyone wants to play, but it helped having 
guys to rehab along side with." 

Denver connection 

Red Wings fans might be disappointed with Michigan being eliminated in 
the Frozen Four. But the team that eliminated the Wolverines, the 
University of Denver, has a definite Wings' flavor to it. 
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Denver defeated the Wolverines Thursday 3-2 in overtime. 

Denver forward Carter Mazur (Jackson), and defensemen Antti Tuomisto 
and Shai Buium, are all recent Wings' draft picks. 

Denver plays Minnesota State for the championship Saturday in Boston 
(8 p.m./ESPN2). 

Mazur, a 2021 third-round pick, had an outstanding freshman season at 
Denver with 14 goals and 22 assists (36 points) in 40 games). Mazur 
also had a good game against U-M. 

“I’ve heard from our management group that he’s (Mazur) had a real big 
year,” Blashill said. “I’ve been able to see him a little bit. I saw him last 
summer at the world juniors, then watched him (against U-M). He was 
certainly one guy that was noticeable out there by how hard he plays, 
and it seems like he has a good skill-set. 

“In due time all these guys will have the opportunity to show what they 
are once they decide it’s the right time for them to turn pro. In the 
meantime, Mazur definitely had an impact on the game.” 

Ice chips 

With Stephens cleared to play, the Wings sent forward Taro Hirose back 
to minor league affiliate Grand Rapids. 

Hirose, 25, has a goal and three assists, for four points, in 12 games with 
the Wings. With the Griffins, Hirose has 14 goals and 31 assists for 45 
points in 52 games. 

... Dylan Larkin and Filip Hronek didn't practice Friday, which has been a 
trend recently, as both are playing through injuries. Blashill anticipates 
both to play Saturday against Columbus. 

ted.kulfan@detroitnews.com 

Twitter: @tkulfan 

Blue Jackets at Red Wings  

► Faceoff: 7 p.m. Saturday, Little Caesars Arena. 

► TV/radio: BSD/97.1 

► Outlook: The Blue Jackets (33-33-6) have only won twice in their last 
10 games (2-5-3)....The teams have split two games this season, each 
winning on home ice...LW Patrik Laine (22 goals) and RW Jakub 
Voracek (46 assists) lead offensively. 
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Jackson native, Red Wings draft pick Carter Mazur gets shot at national 
title with Denver 

 

By Ryan Zuke  

 

BOSTON -- Carter Mazur has had a memorable past eight months. 

The Jackson native was selected by his favorite childhood team, the 
Detroit Red Wings, in the third round of the 2021 NHL Draft in July. 

Now the University of Denver freshman gets a chance to play in an 
NCAA national championship on Saturday at TD Garden in Boston. Puck 
drop is at 8 p.m. against Minnesota State, a No. 1 seed. 

“It’s something you always dream of,” Mazur told MLive following Friday’s 
practice at TD Garden. “Growing up, you watch the national 
championship, and now to have the chance to actually play in it is pretty 
surreal.” 

Mazur and the Pioneers, the No. 1 seed from the Loveland, Colorado 
regional, reached the championship by knocking off No. 1 overall seed 
Michigan 3-2 in overtime on Thursday. 

The 6-foot, 173-pound forward grew up a Michigan State fan but was 
recruited by the Wolverines. He is former teammates with several 
Michigan players either with the Tri-City Storm in the United States 
Hockey League from 2019-21 or with Little Caesars hockey program in 
metro Detroit from 2015-19. 

“It’s pretty special playing Michigan being from Michigan,” Mazur said. 
“Playing them was pretty awesome, but I felt like kept my emotions pretty 
good and just played my game.” 

Mazur was a highly touted prospect entering his freshman season and 
has made an immediate impact for Denver, which finished 10-13-1 in 
2020-21 but has a resurgence this season with a 30-9-1 record. 

He has 14 goals and 22 assists in 40 games and is a staple on the 
team’s power play. 

Entering the semifinal matchup, Michigan was billed as one of the most 
talented teams ever assembled in college hockey, featuring a roster with 
13 NHL draft picks, including an NCAA-record seven first-rounders. 

But Mazur believes the Pioneers, who have 12 draft picks, are just as 
talented and showed that Thursday, outshooting the Wolverines 33-21 
and outplaying them for most of the game. 

“I feel like Michigan is always the top-notch team, so you always want to 
go in with your best game,” he said. “I felt like we did that and took it to 
them and got the win.” 

Mazur has primarily played on a line with fifth-year senior Cameron 
Wright, a transfer from Bowling Green State, and fellow freshman 
Massimo Rizzo, a 2019 seventh-round pick of the Carolina Hurricanes. 
All three have at least 32 points this season. 

Although Mazur didn’t find the scoresheet against Michigan, his offensive 
zone entry led to Wright’s go-ahead goal 5 minutes, 36 seconds into the 
third period. 

“He’s added a lot,” Denver head coach David Carle said of Mazur. “We’re 
really fortunate to get him. He’s added a ton of value on and off the ice. 
Plays the game the right way. He gets to dirty areas, finishing checks, but 
has a skill set to him that he can make plays, score goals, set teammates 
up. Does a lot of little things right. 

“Their line has been exceptional all year. They found great chemistry 
from day one. It’s been a really fun group to watch them grow and 
develop. I think they’re playing their best hockey as a line at the most 
important time of the year.” 

Mazur is one of three Red Wings draft picks on Denver’s roster along 
with freshman defenseman Shai Buium (No. 36 overall, 2021) and 
sophomore defenseman Antti Tuomisto (No. 35 overall, 2019). He said 
their focused is solely on the national championship but mentioned he 
still watches as many games as he can. 

“They are fun to watch,” he said. “My parents go to a lot of the games, so 
it is fun to keep up with them.” 
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Mitchell Stephens returns, looking to provide energy to Red Wings 

 

By Ansar Khan  
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DETROIT – Mitchell Stephens will return to the Detroit Red Wings lineup 
Saturday, looking to provide energy as the fourth-line center in the final 
11 games and show the organization why he should be part of the future. 

Stephens has been out since Nov. 13 with an undisclosed lower-body 
injury. He is expected to skate on a line with Adam Erne and Sam 
Gagner when Columbus visits Little Caesars Arena (7 p.m., Bally Sports 
Detroit). 

“For me it’s come in and bring energy every shift I can up and down the 
ice forechecking, making it hard to play against,” Stephens said. “These 
last 11 games you got to prove yourself to the guys in the room that I 
want to be a part of this team going forward. It starts tomorrow.” 

General manager Steve Yzerman signed Stephens, 25, to a one-year 
contract in the offseason after he has played 45 games over parts of two 
seasons with Tampa Bay. A high second-round selection in 2015 (33rd 
overall) by the Lightning under Yzerman, Stephens will be a restricted 
free agent with arbitration rights this summer. 

Stephens secured the fourth-line center spot in training camp and played 
the first 16 games before the injury (no goals, four assists). 

“Being out so long, I want to come in and give a little extra spark for the 
last 10-11 games,” he said. 

Not being able to skate early on during the rehab process presented 
challenges. 

“That’s something we worked on from the very beginning of the injury, 
keeping my cardio up, my muscles, staying active as much as I can,” 
Stephens said. “I’d say the last month to two months it’s definitely 
ramped up -- practices, skating on my own when the guys were on the 
road.” 

Coach Jeff Blashill knows it’ll take some time for Stephens to get his 
timing back. 

“I think he can provide energy, regardless of the amount of time he 
missed,” Blashill said. “He’s a natural centerman. He can win face-offs on 
the right side. But we just got to let him work his way into the games and 
see if he can use these 11 games to kind of get himself a boost for next 
season.” 

Three prospects in NCAA title game 

The Red Wings have three prospects at the University of Denver, which 
defeated Michigan 3-2 in overtime Thursday and advanced to the Frozen 
Four championship – left wing Carter Mazur and defensemen Shai 
Buium and Antti Tuomisto. Denver faces Minnesota State Saturday at TD 
Garden in Boston (8 p.m., ESPN2). 

Mazur, a Jackson native selected 70th overall last year, has had a good 
first college season (14 goals, 36 points in 40 games) and was physically 
involved against Michigan. 

“I’ve heard from our management group that he’s had a real big year,” 
Blashill said. “I’ve been able to see him a little bit. I saw him last summer 
at the World Juniors, then watched him yesterday. He was certainly one 
guy that was noticeable out there by how hard he plays, and it seems like 
he has a good skill-set. 

“In due time all these guys will have the opportunity to show what they 
are once they decide it’s the right time to turn pro. In the meantime, 
Mazur definitely had an impact on the game.” 

More: Michael Rasmussen ‘driving the bus right now’ for Red Wings 
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How Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond compare to recent top NHL 
rookies and what it means 

 

Max Bultman  

 

It’s been six long months since the Red Wings’ season began, back 
when Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond’s arrival made this October the 
most anticipated in quite some time. 

Back then, there were two real questions surrounding Detroit’s two 
marquee rookies: how good would they be? And how fast? 

There are still 11 games left in each of their rookie seasons, but the 
returns have been extraordinarily promising. Both have real chances to 
be finalists for the Calder Trophy, presented to the league’s top rookie, 
and Seider currently looks like the favorite. That’s even more impressive 
in a season that has introduced some tremendous rookies to the league. 

From Anton Lundell, Matt Boldy, Michael Bunting and Tanner Jeannot 
making significant impacts on playoff teams to Seider, Raymond and 
Trevor Zegras helping rebuilders show some promise, the NHL’s 2021-
22 rookie class is a loaded one, and Seider and Raymond both factor 
near the top of it. 

But how does the Red Wings dynamic duo compare to the top rookies of 
the same age at their respective positions over the past decade? With 
just a few weeks remaining in the season, we dug into the history books 
to find out. 

Moritz Seider 

Seider has been perhaps the biggest story of the Red Wings’ season. He 
enters 2021-22’s home stretch as the Calder favorite for good reason: he 
has stepped into a massive 23-minute-per-game role — playing both 
special teams — and thrived. 

His statistical performance slots neatly in with the other top 20-year-old 
rookie blueliners of the last decade. 

Top 20-year-old rookie defensemen, 2012-21 

Filtering out the 18-, 19- and 21-year-old defensemen takes away some 
interesting names as points of comparison, including Aaron Ekblad, 
Jonas Brodin, Zach Werenski, Cale Makar, Miro Heiskanen and Adam 
Fox. I filtered the list this way to minimize the number of caveats in the 
analysis, but certainly all are still relevant comparables for Seider going 
forward. 

Of this bunch, Charlie McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm lap the competition 
in terms of the five-on-five actual and expected goal shares — as they 
should, considering both were on 50-win teams as rookies. McAvoy 
spent his first season in Boston playing with Zdeno Chara, and Lindholm 
played with a rotating cast of partners for the Ducks. It’s impossible to 
say for sure what Seider’s xGF and GF shares would be on a team better 
than this year’s Red Wings, but it’s safe to say they’d be better than they 
are now. 

Meanwhile Hughes is ahead of the pack in terms of actual production, 
with Seider not too far behind. Perhaps the biggest question mark around 
Seider at the time of his draft was his offensive upside, and he has long 
since answered that. He’s not Hughes, but Seider’s playmaking instinct 
has been obvious in his rookie campaign. His 40 assists are tied for 12th 
among all NHL defensemen this season, and three of his five goals have 
been game winners. 

It’s certainly helped him to get top power-play deployment — as opposed 
to McAvoy, for example, who was behind Torey Krug — but he’s made 
the most out of that opportunity, showing an uncanny ability to keep 
pucks in at the line. 

Seider has not been without the odd mistake, often a result of trying to do 
a bit too much, but the positives have far outweighed those moments on 
the whole. Having the highest Goals Above Replacement (via Evolving 
Hockey) among the players on this list is a credit to that all-around 
impact. 
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Lucas Raymond 

Raymond was not expected to make the Red Wings entering training 
camp, but he dazzled through the preseason and forced his way not just 
onto the roster but onto Detroit’s top line. He has quickly become one of 
the Red Wings’ most essential offensive generators, producing with 
remarkable consistency for such a young forward. 

The list of 19-year-old wingers to factor into the Calder voting in recent 
years is, by and large, excellent company. 

Top 19-year-old rookie wings, 2012-2021 

* = shortened season 

With 11 games remaining, Raymond is near the very top of the list in 
terms of goal scoring, and not far off the assist leaders, either. It’s worth 
noting that he’s had the benefit of high-end linemates, playing nearly 
every game with Dylan Larkin and a healthy majority of the season with 
Tyler Bertuzzi. But Raymond has elevated those around him, too, with 
sublime playmaking ability. 

Where Raymond falls behind the pack is in the expected and actual 
goals numbers at five-on-five. It’s worth noting both numbers are above 
the Red Wings’ team figures, but that should be the case on the top line. 

In the short term, the expected goals stat could be a potential 
differentiator for voters between Raymond and fellow 2021-22 rookies 
Bunting (61.71 percent) and Zegras (51.62 perccent), all of whom are 
grouped tightly by points. 

Long term, though, it doesn’t figure to be much of an issue. The most 
similar stats in the category on this list belong to Mitch Marner and 
Jonathan Huberdeau, both currently among the game’s best wingers. 

Raymond does trail the top of the pack — Marner, Landeskog and 
Matthew Tkachuk — by the value-estimating Goals Above Replacement 
stat, owing in part to a negative grade in the defensive impact. However, 
Raymond has shown he can play a responsible game, and should be 
expected to deliver more complete impacts in time. 

What’s next? 

If the Red Wings’ goal was to have two excellent rookies, mission 
accomplished. Seider and Raymond fit right in with the best rookies at 
their positions, and at their respective ages, of the last decade. 

But realistically, Detroit’s ambitions for both players are much higher than 
that. 

“I don’t think any of us want them to be good players on non-playoff 
teams,” Jeff Blashill said. “We want them to be good players on playoff 
teams, good players that can compete for a Stanley Cup. I think they’ve 
both played very, very well for their age. They’ve both had positive 
impacts on our team — our team is better because they’re on the team. I 
really believe that. Now, how quickly can they push, and help really push 
… (the team) to that next level?” 

To that end, it’s fair to look around the lineups of the league’s elite and 
recognize that, for as good as Seider and Raymond have been, more 
work remains ahead of them to get to the next level. 

It’s no coincidence that the top defensemen in the world are all driving 
the bus for some of the league’s best teams. McAvoy for the Bruins. 
Makar for the Avalanche. Ekblad for the Panthers. Fox for the Rangers. 
Victor Hedman for the Lightning. Jaccob Slavin for the Hurricanes. 
Roman Josi for the Predators. 

Seider appears to have every ability to join that tier of player, possibly 
very soon. But he’s not there yet, and that next step — from a legit No. 1 
defenseman into an elite one — can be a differentiator among 
contenders. 

The same is true for Raymond, who now looks every bit a top-line 
forward but also appears to have the potential to be an elite winger in the 
league. And that doesn’t have to mean putting up 100-point seasons like 

Huberdeau. One of the most revered Red Wings of the last generation, 
Henrik Zetterberg, hit 90 points just once in his career and had 80 points 
only three times, but was an elite player and a Conn Smythe Trophy 
winner as playoff MVP because of his complete, intelligent game on top 
of his scoring. 

That’s a lofty name to invoke, and a standard to which it wouldn’t be fair 
to hold Raymond at such a young age. 

But when the Red Wings look at Raymond, Seider and the seasons 
they’ve had, you can bet they’re a lot less concerned with where each 
sits on the lists above than they are interested in how to get them into 
that next level of conversation. 

At the end of an outstanding season, they still want to know: how good 
can their two prized rookies be? And how fast can they get there? 

Statistics via Hockey-Reference.com and Evolving Hockey. 
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Top college free agent Ben Meyers is open for business, will weigh 
dozens of NHL offers after Frozen Four exit 

 

Michael Russo6-7 minutes 08/04/2022 

 

Ben Meyers is officially open for business. 

The University of Minnesota captain, Big Ten Player of the Year and 
2022 U.S. Olympian will return to Minnesota on Saturday, one day after 
being honored as a finalist for the Hobey Baker Award as college 
hockey’s best player and two days after his NCAA championship dreams 
came to an end at the hands of Minnesota State. 

Meyers’ next step will be an appetizing, exhilarating, nerve-wracking and 
humbling one all at the same time: figuring out his NHL future. 

More than two dozen NHL teams, including the one situated 10 minutes 
east of his college campus and 45 minutes from his hometown of Delano, 
Minn., are in hot pursuit of a centerman some feel is the best college free 
agent, in terms of upside, since either the Toronto Maple Leafs signed 
Tyler Bozak out of the University of Denver in 2009 or the Boston Bruins 
signing Torey Krug out of Michigan State in 2012. 

The 23-year-old junior forward Meyers led the Gophers with 17 goals and 
41 points in 34 games this season and had 13 multi-point games, plus a 
faceoff win percentage of 57.4. In career 102 games at the University of 
Minnesota, Meyers scored 39 goals and 95 points. 

According to sources, Meyers, who has been talking with NHL teams 
informally for months, is expected to officially interview with teams 
Sunday and Monday. A source close to Meyers said he’s going into the 
interviews with an open mind and has not cut down his long list of suitors 
to any finalists as of yet. 

One team going hard after Meyers is his hometown Minnesota Wild. The 
Wild are “all in,” a source said. 

The Wild had five representatives at the Frozen Four, including senior 
adviser Ray Shero, and have been scouting Meyers extensively the past 
two seasons. Those who have seen him a lot lately include general 
manager Bill Guerin, director of amateur scouting Judd Brackett and 
longtime amateur scout Brian Hunter, who played a large role in the 
recruiting and eventual signings of quality college free agents like Nico 
Sturm, Nate Prosser and Mitchell Chaffee. 

The Wild gave Meyers the grand tour of their facilities last summer and 
would likely insert him right onto their fourth line. And make no mistake, 
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the Wild think he could play up and down their lineup if needed the rest of 
the regular season and certainly in the seasons beyond. They consider 
signing Meyers the equivalent of acquiring a late first-round pick in terms 
of value. In other words, the potential positive yield far outweighs the low 
risk (he’d get a two-year deal worth a maximum $925,000 per, plus 
bonuses, and the first year would be burned). 

Meyers is a complete player. He can fly, can score and competes hard, 
which would fit coach Dean Evason’s style. Though he’s 5-foot-11 and 
listed at 200 pounds, Meyers has a thick, heavy hockey build. He can 
also win draws, and though it’s uncertain how that would translate at the 
NHL level, the Wild rank 29th in the NHL in faceoff win percentage 
(47.1). 

The Wild recently lost draft pick Jack McBain to the Arizona Coyotes 
because the Boston College center felt there was too much competition 
ahead of him in the lineup. The Wild are hoping Meyers doesn’t look at 
them with the same lens. They have given him the full sales pitch and are 
trying to sway Meyers in their direction, knowing full well that coveted 
college free agents often look for the path of least resistance in terms of 
depth when it comes to interested parties. 

Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman said on The Athletic’s “Straight from the 
Source” podcast two weeks ago that the Detroit Red Wings and 
Philadelphia Flyers also have strong interest. But the majority of NHL 
teams are in on him, sources say, and as of now, there are no front-
runners. Meyers will be ineligible to play in the playoffs no matter which 
team he signs with. 

“He’s just a rock star of a human, how he works every day,” Gophers 
coach Bob Motzko told reporters after Meyers’ college career likely came 
to an end Thursday night. “He’s an honor roll student, leads by example 
in his work ethic in practice (and) weight room. On ice, puts his team on 
his back. He makes everybody else better. 

“He’s truly one of the class acts in college hockey this year. And I know 
he won’t be back with us next year. At his age, it’s time to go. I get that 
with him and we’re going to have a blast watching him. He made the 
Olympic team, a kid that was not drafted. He didn’t have a huge name a 
couple years ago, but he sure has one now.” 

Meyers would have been the Gophers’ first Hobey Baker winner since 
Jordan Leopold in 2002 and the fifth in school history (Neal Broten in 
1981, Robb Stauber in 1988 and Brian Bonin in 1996). Minnesota State’s 
Dryden McKay won the award, beating out Meyers and the University of 
Denver’s Bobby Brink. 

McKay is also undrafted and somebody the Wild are interested in 
signing. However, it’s unclear whether that would be on an NHL or AHL 
contract. McKay has won an NCAA record 38 games this season and 
has recorded an NCAA record 34 shutouts in his college career. The 
three-time All American was the CCHA Player of the Year, Goalie of the 
Year and First Team all-conference. 

Michael Russo is a senior writer covering the Minnesota Wild and the 
NHL for The Athletic. He has covered the NHL since 1995, previously for 
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel and Minneapolis Star Tribune. Michael is 
a four-time Minnesota Sportswriter of the Year and in 2017 was named 
the inaugural Red Fisher Award winner as best beat writer in the NHL. 
Michael can be seen on Bally Sports North and the NHL Network; and 
heard on KFAN (100.3-FM) and podcasts Worst Seats in the House 
(talknorth.com) and Straight From the Source (The Athletic). Follow 
Michael on Twitter @RussoHockey. 
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Duhatschek notebook: What's the Coyotes' strategy? Thoughts on Doug 
Wilson, Ryan Getzlaf and more 

 

Eric Duhatschek17-22 minutes 08/04/2022 

 

The race for the bottom of the NHL standings usually comes into focus 
right about now. We’re three weeks from the finish line, The Eastern 
Conference is settled and the West is basically down to nine teams 
competing for eight spots. At this point, it’s not a great position to be, if 
you’re in the nebulous lower third. That’s where you miss the playoffs, 
but face long lottery odds to earn a top-three draft choice, and maybe 
possibly select a difference-making, franchise cornerstone. 

And although the New Jersey Devils are making a late run, there are 
currently three main contenders bidding to become the first team in 
history to finish 32nd in the now 32-team NHL: the Arizona Coyotes, the 
Montreal Canadiens and the Seattle Kraken. 

Seattle, as an expansion team, could really use a No. 1 pick to mitigate 
the disappointment of a less-than-stellar start. 

Still, if you discount what the Vegas Golden Knights did in their inaugural 
season, the bumps and bruises that the Kraken have endured is a 
common path for NHL expansion teams. Some the damage was 
probably self-inflicted — the choices that they made in the expansion 
draft didn’t exactly pan out perhaps as well as they’d hoped. A little more 
consistency between the pipes would have helped too, because the faith 
they showed in Philip Grubauer and Chris Driedger hasn’t paid off. 
Maybe it will eventually. But the Kraken were more aggressive at the 
trade deadline, expanding their portfolio of draft choices, plus there’s still 
salary-cap room to spare. The honeymoon figures to last a little while yet. 

Montreal isn’t that far off from being competitive, if Carey Price comes 
back next year and can play at a high level. It’s hard to dispute the path 
forward they’ve taken since Jeff Gorton came aboard to oversee hockey 
operations, with Kent Hughes as the new GM and Martin St. Louis as the 
coach. There’ll be a lot of on-the-job learning, but smart people learn fast. 
(See Bill Zito, Florida Panthers, for details). 

That leaves Arizona. 

The NHL’s problem child. The NHL’s wild child. 

Whatever you may think of the Coyotes’ off-ice business model — not 
great and not improving for the next three or so years, at minimum — the 
hockey side of the operation completely fascinates me. Underlying all the 
crazy arena chatter, and commissioner Gary Bettman’s weird attachment 
to a floundering organization, there’s an unorthodox pragmatism to the 
way GM Bill Armstrong and his staff are operating. It’s a thought-
provoking experiment in whatever the professional sports equivalent of 
Realpolitik is. 

People ask, when they see all the comings and goings in Arizona: Who 
would want to play there, when the best and/or most expensive players 
are constantly being shuffled out of town? The answer: Lots of people, 
Jack McBain for one. The Coyotes acquired McBain’s rights from the 
Minnesota Wild at the trading deadline, giving up a second-rounder in the 
process, and within a couple of days, had signed him to a two-year, 
entry-level deal. 

What made Arizona so much more attractive than Minnesota for the 22-
year-old son of former NHLer Andrew McBain? The opportunity to play. 
And that’s what Arizona represents to any number of players, trying to 
establish themselves as NHLers. It’s a point the color commentator 
Darren Pang made on a Coyotes’ broadcast this week: Injuries and a few 
trade-deadline departures have created opportunities in Arizona that 
don’t exist for prospects in deeper organizations. 

Someone better be taking advantage. 

The Coyotes are an NHL team, paying NHL salaries, operating in a 
warm-weather climate, where the expectations are modest. They’re 
simply asked to play hard every night, knowing full well that most nights, 
they are an underdog, and sometimes, an overwhelming underdog. 
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Most organizations, out of necessity, are in a win-now mode. Rarely do 
they step back and ponder the big picture the way Arizona’s hockey 
operations can. 

The Coyotes are building towards a far-away future. They think it’ll be in 
Arizona. Not everyone shares that view. 

But even if it isn’t — and even if the naysayers are correct and they end 
up in Houston — they can target the rebuild to a specific point in time in 
the future when either their new arena comes on stream, or they shift the 
franchise elsewhere. The challenge will be all about timing — getting the 
organization trending up just at the point where you need additional cash 
to start paying the maturing prospects that are starting to find their NHL 
strides. 

From there, you can always fill in the gaps. 

So, returning to the original question: Who would want to play there? 
There are thousands of professional hockey players, in Europe and in the 
North American minor leagues, that would happily accept one of those 23 
Arizona jobs, and be thankful for the opportunity. 

Ever since they brought in Andre Tourigny as coach, that’s been the 
operating philosophy: Adding players with a chip on their shoulders, who 
every night, want to prove something to someone who snubbed them 
along the way. 

You’d think it wouldn’t matter in professional hockey, but you’d be wrong. 

It means on nights when the opposition isn’t dialed in, or their goaltender 
gives them an outstanding performance, the Coyotes can make life hard 
for you. They had a stretch there, fueled by Clayton Keller and Nick 
Schmaltz, when they knocked off a handful of a succession of playoff 
contenders. Since Keller was lost for the season, the wheels have come 
off — not necessarily a bad thing if the only race that matters anymore is 
for the lowest rung on the NHL ladder. 

Arizona, at the trade deadline, wasn’t nearly as active as some 
anticipated. No Jakob Chychrun trade for starters. They couldn’t find a 
team willing to meet its very high asking price. Maybe in July, someone 
bites. 

Phil Kessel didn’t move either. Even with Arizona agreeing to take on half 
his contract, it was still a pricey add for a lot of teams that saw him mostly 
as a supplementary piece. And he’s got an Ironman streak going that no 
team wanted to end by making him a healthy scratch. 

So, Kessel will have a decision to make in the summer and Arizona will 
have an extra $6 million in cap space to play with, once his contract 
expires and comes off the books. They did take on Bryan Little’s contract 
from Winnipeg to acquire the rights to collegian Nathan Smith who, like 
McBain, was targeted because he was at an age where he could 
potentially step into the Coyotes’ lineup, sooner rather than later. 

But when the dust settled, Arizona still has eight picks in the first three 
rounds of the 2022 draft, including three first-rounders: Their own, which 
will be high, no matter where the lottery balls may fall, plus Carolina’s (via 
Montreal, for Christian Dvorak), plus Colorado’s (for Darcy Kuemper). 

They also have four in the second round: Their own, plus the Islanders’ 
(for taking on Andrew Ladd), the Flyers’ (for taking on Shayne 
Gostisbehere), and the Sharks’ (for Adin Hill). Along with Ladd, they also 
picked up a useful young player, Janis Moyer, in the Islanders’ deal. 

Of course, draft capital is only useful if you can turn it into contributing 
NHL players — and that means, turning the high-end picks into 
difference makers and a few of the lower picks into serviceable players. 
But draft choices are also currency, and even at this deadline, the 
Coyotes spent a little of that draft choice currency to acquire the rights to 
McBain and Smith. 

So … fascinating to see how this plays out. They’ve got a goalie signed 
now for three years — (Karel Vejmelka) — they’ve got a bunch of players 
on expiring contracts, and so – if again in 2022, someone needs to move 
a warm body, they will be in a position to send them to the Coyotes for a 

sweetener in return. And pretty much every team, tapped out at the top of 
the payroll, would be prepared to deal someone, like a Sean Monahan in 
Calgary, for the payroll flexibility. 

The point is this: If everyone else is in win-now mode, and you’re in win-
later mode, or winning-deferred mode, it allows you to operate 
unconventionally. 

Five years from now, whenever things stabilize from whatever happens 
to the franchise — whoever owns it, wherever they might be operating — 
it’ll be worth revisiting the strategy to see just how it played out — what 
sort of talent they’ve stockpiled — and if it isn’t the start of something big. 

Changes in San Jose and Anaheim 

It was the end of an era — on two fronts — in California this past week, 
when Doug Wilson stepped down as general manager of the San Jose 
Sharks after 19 seasons at the helm, a day after longtime Anaheim 
Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf announced that after 17 NHL seasons, all 
with the same franchise, he would retire at the end of the season. 

First Wilson. 

I played a game in my head this week, asking myself: Is there any single 
individual that is more representative of an NHL organization than Wilson 
would be with the Sharks? And the answer might actually be no. 

Because for as important as, say, Wayne Gretzky was to the Edmonton 
Oilers, or Bobby Orr was to the Boston Bruins, both organizations have 
had multiple figures that contributed to their collective successes and 
visibility over the years. You could start an interesting conversation in 
virtually any established NHL market to kick that question around. 

But then you have Wilson. 

I was actually in attendance for the first Sharks’ home game in 1991. The 
team I covered at the time, the Calgary Flames, was scheduled to play 
the second game at the Cow Palace, then San Jose’s home rink. In 
those days, when newspapers were actually able to look at big-picture 
stories, I had permission to arrive a few days early to see the Sharks play 
the inaugural game in franchise history against the Vancouver Canucks. 
Interest in the Sharks was running high, mostly because they’d 
demonstrated a cutting-edge awareness of marketing and 
merchandising. Those predominantly teal-colored sweaters — that clever 
Sharks insignia, had jerseys and T-shirts flying off the shelves. 

Wilson was the original face of the franchise, the first captain, a player 
who came over from the Chicago Blackhawks organization and helped 
establish whatever early credibility an organization could, given the odd 
expansion formula the NHL put in place for San Jose. 

But for all the challenges the Sharks faced, there was a gravitas about 
Wilson and the way he carried himself. In the beginning anyway, before it 
became clear just how short of actual playing talent they were, Wilson’s 
presence inspired hope among the fan base. 

The ones I spoke to had a thoroughly unrealistic opinion of how good the 
Sharks might be on the ice, mostly because of Wilson’s presence in the 
lineup. They weren’t good enough of course and it was a hard slog at the 
beginning. But by Year 3, it suddenly turned around. A 24-to-82-point 
year-over-year surge was one of the most remarkable about-faces in 
NHL history. For a while anyway, they looked as good on the ice as they 
did at the merchandise kiosk. 

Wilson retired soon after and began a front-office career that featured an 
almost two-decade level of year-over-year consistency that few could 
match. Fourteen playoff appearances, including 10 in a row. Since the 
2003-04 season, only Pittsburgh played more playoff series than San 
Jose (31 compared to 30). They won the Presidents’ Trophy in 2009 as 
the overall league champions and made it to the 2016 Stanley Cup Final. 

Wilson was the voice of patience for many of his years at the helm, and 
while the strategy didn’t pay off in a Stanley Cup it kept the Sharks 
consistently in the mix, year after year. That matters — especially to 
owners. 
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Arguably, it was the decision to get a little impatient as the Stanley Cup 
window that revolved around Joe Thornton, Joe Pavelski and Patrick 
Marleau closed that represented his most significant misstep. Trading for 
Erik Karlsson, when they already had Brent Burns to play the right side of 
the defence, giving up the assets to get him and then rewarding him with 
an eight-year, $92 million contract (with an $11.5 million AAV) that has 
been, and will be, a financial drag on the organization for years to come, 
even with Karlsson in the midst of a much-improved season. 

Still, on balance, Wilson’s legacy — from the beginning to the end — 
skews far more heavily towards the good than the bad side. Great trade 
for Joe Thornton. Great trade for Burns. Great trade to land Dan Boyle. 

One of only four people to play 1,000 games in the NHL and then to 
manage a team for a thousand more. 

He originally stepped away from the team earlier this season, citing an 
undisclosed medical problem, and his assistant, Joe Will, has been 
minding the store ever since. It was encouraging to hear, in Wilson’s 
official statement to announce his departure, that he hopes to return to 
the NHL in some capacity, once his health improves. His last appearance 
on the larger NHL stage came this past November, when he was officially 
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in the player category. 

Getzlaf, meanwhile, did win a championship early in his career with the 
Ducks — 2007 — though they were never able to get back in the 
winner’s circle after that. A total of 732 career assists in 1,150 career 
games demonstrated his acuity as a playmaker, though more than one 
coach would have liked to have seen him deploy his underrated shot 
more frequently. 

The Athletic’s Eric Stephens did a nice walk down memory lane, hitting 
some of Getzlaf’s career highlights here. 

For me, one of the more interesting, though obscure, parts of Getzlaf’s 
career arc happened right at the beginning, when he and Corey Perry 
first signed their entry-level contracts. They were drafted 19th and 28th 
respectively in that exceptional class of 2003, or just before the NHL 
locked out the players for what turned out to be the full 2004-05 season. 

Not knowing for sure what the financial landscape would look like going 
forward, a significant number of NHL teams held off signing their 2003 
first-rounders to contracts. 

Wisely, Anaheim — which was being run on an interim basis by Al 
Coates at the time — went ahead and signed both. It meant that when 
the lockout finally ended, the 24 percent rollback in NHL salaries that was 
part of the collective bargaining agreement, was also applied to their 
contracts. 

The net effect was to give Anaheim three seasons of two, young 
emerging superstars for bargain-basement contracts, Getzlaf for an AAV 
of $739,733 and Perry for just $614,333. That, in turn, created the 
financial flexibility to bring in impact reinforcements, such as Chris 
Pronger and Scott Niedermayer. Getzlaf and Perry were contributors to 
that championship season, but Niedermayer and Pronger — along with 
Teemu Selanne — were its driving forces. Both Getzlaf and Perry 
eventually hit the jackpot, financially, on their third contracts. 

So, a real Disneyland fairy tale come to life, everybody living happily ever 
after, merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily making their way to the local bank. 

Who’s actually getting paid? 

All that salary-cap research had me noodling around CapFriendly this 
past week. 

Just about every NHL story concerning player salaries tends to focus on 
average annual value — AAV — because that’s how the salary cap is 
calculated. 

But AAV doesn’t translate into dollars into a players’ pocket — and for 
most people, that’s what actually matters most. Dollars in the wallet 
matter. 

So, who makes the most actual cash this year? And where do the best 
values lie? According to our friends at CapFriendly, the highest paid 
player by actual dollars this year is indeed Karlsson, the Sharks’ 31-year-
old defenceman, who is signed until the end of the 2026-27 season. 

Year over year, Karlsson is having a much better season. But he’s 
probably not producing at the level his salary demands — an eyepopping 
$14.5 million this year. 

There are four players tied for second place on the list — all at $13 
million: Artemi Panarin, Carey Price, Connor McDavid and Tyler Seguin. 
Price hasn’t played at all this year, Seguin has 43 points in 69 games, 
Panarin 85 in 67, McDavid 108 in 71. All are pricey. Two are earning their 
keep. 

Next is a trio of players at $12 million: Sergei Bobrovsky, Mark Stone and 
Nikita Kucherov. Then it drops to two more players at $11 million: Drew 
Doughty and Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

At No. 11, all by himself: Nashville Predators’ defenceman Roman Josi, 
who is in the second season of an eight-year contract, whose cash 
earnings this year will be $10.75 million. Josi, a Norris and a Hart Trophy 
candidate, is on now on pace to score 100 points, which would make him 
the first defenceman since Brian Leetch in 1991-92 to reach that 
threshold. That contract at least has a chance of aging well — and 
currently is delivering far more value than the player right behind him on 
the compensation list, No. 12 Oliver Ekman-Larsson of Vancouver, at 
$10.5 million. 

Then come a couple of high-scoring Maple Leafs: Auston Matthews at 
$10.47 million and Mitch Marner at $10.358 million. Rounding out the 
remaining players earning $10 million are: Jeff Skinner, Blake Wheeler, 
Nicklas Backstrom, Jack Eichel, Matt Duchene and Mikko Rantanen. 

Altogether, there are 20 players earning $10 million or more in actual 
salary this year. 

The greatest bargain? Probably Calgary’s Johnny Gaudreau, No. 4 in 
scoring this season, earning $6.75 million, and on pace for the greatest 
number of even-strength points since Mario Lemieux last played in the 
league. Gaudreau is on an expiring contract. Nothing fancy about it either 
— he’s earned the same dollar amount in each of the six years. 

Of all the pending unrestricted free agents this summer, no one is likely 
to need the services of a Brinks truck more than Gaudreau. 

Eric Duhatschek is a senior hockey writer for The Athletic. He spent 17 
years as a columnist for The Globe and Mail and 20 years covering the 
Calgary Flames and the NHL for the Calgary Herald. In 2001, he won the 
Elmer Ferguson Award, given by the Hockey Hall of Fame for 
distinguished hockey journalism, and previously served on the Hockey 
Hall of Fame selection committee. Follow Eric on Twitter @eduhatschek. 
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NHL power rankings: How high did Auston Matthews and the Leafs 
jump? 

 

Sean Gentille, Dom Luszczyszyn22-28 minutes 08/04/2022 

 

The leadership group here at Power Rankings HQ thank you for your 
patronage. We needed a break from each other this week, largely 
because of Auston Matthews. 

No gimmicks (unlike last week). No interaction, in fact, between us 
whatsoever. Are we even friends anymore? Who can say? 

Time for a numbered list of hockey teams. The playoffs are almost here. 
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1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 50-14-6 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Sean: So, we had a bit of a light work week in Denver — just a home-
and-home against Pittsburgh that, stripped of context, wouldn’t have 
seemed like that big a deal. Two wins for the Avs. Nine goals for, six 
against. Sounds about right. We’re also fast approaching a point in the 
season where games are more “something to endure” for contenders 
than anything else. The seedings basically are what they are. Just stay 
healthy. 

The thing about the Avs is that they, uh, aren’t healthy. Not at the 
moment, at least. Bowen Byram is back, but the top scorer (Nazem 
Kadri) and captain (Gabriel Landeskog) are both still out, probably until 
the playoffs. Without them against Pittsburgh, the Avs got two things — 
stretches of dominance from the second line of J.T. Compher between 
Artturi Lehkonen and Valeri Nichushkin, and Vezina ballot-caliber stuff 
from Darcy Kuemper — that should deeply, deeply concern any potential 
opponents. This team is a wagon. We know this. But if the depth 
forwards and the goaltending stay at those levels? Look out. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 49-15-6 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom: In the salary-cap era, teams with a four-goal lead have held on to 
win 99.4 percent of the time. The Panthers erased such a deficit twice in 
a week. Absolute juggernaut. 

Without Aaron Ekblad it’s a little tough to trust the defense corps, but 
man is that forward group deep. The Panthers continue to score over 
four goals per game — a first since 1995-96 — and don’t look like they’re 
slowing down any time soon. Can such a rush-oriented team be trusted 
in the muck-and-grind of the playoffs? I sure hope so because this team 
is so fun to watch and should be one of the standard-bearers of what the 
future of the game looks like. 

Oh yeah, and Claude Giroux: just a casual nine points in his first eight 
games in Florida. Not a bad deadline pickup there. He gives the team 10 
(!) players scoring at a 50-point pace or higher. 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 46-19-6 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Sean: Lil’ buddy leaving the Leafs’ blurb for me, I see. How considerate 
of him! I’m going to restate something we’ve gone over here before; I 
would like nothing more, each week, to submarine the Leafs’ ranking — 
because it doesn’t matter, and it’d be funny. It’s not anything more 
complicated than that. I also, each week, resist the urge. This time, it was 
a challenge. They’re making it tough. 

https://t.co/lqz90s4iVp pic.twitter.com/RCGflQuh30 

— Sean Gentille (@seangentille) April 6, 2022 

Auston Matthews, specifically, is making it tough. Two goals against the 
Stars on Thursday night puts him at 49 goals in his last 49 games. He’s 
gunning for 50 in 50 against Montreal on Saturday night, which … might 

as well write that one in pen. Five guys in NHL history have done that: 
Maurice Richard, Mike Bossy, Wayne Gretzky, Mario Lemieux and Brett 
Hull. Come on. He’s going to finish closer to 70 than 60. Max Bultman 
and I tried to convince ourselves on the podcast that 70 was in play, but 
14 goals in 11 games are just too heavy a lift. Right. Right? 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 46-17-8 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: The Hurricanes scared us there for a second going down 2-0 early 
on the first two shots of the game. Oof. 

But when it comes to elite teams, coming back from multi-goal deficits 
has become no sweat and it felt like a given that the Hurricanes wouldn’t 
lose to Buffalo for a second time this week. It’s all about the team’s full-
court press when trailing which means they’re truly never out of it. While 
trailing, the Hurricanes are an offensive machine leading the league in 
shots, shot attempts and expected goals per 60 which leads to the 
highest percentage for all three stats too. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record: 43-19-9 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: If we were going by tiers here, the Flames would be the start of a 
new one. This week was a coin flip between them and No. 6. We jumped 
on the bandwagon early — I did, at least — and it’s largely paid off. This 
is a team with consistently solid results, and that’s enough to give them 
the edge. That being said, and good as Johnny Gaudreau-Elias 
Lindholm-Matthew Tkachuk have been, it’s time to start wondering if 
they’ve got secondary-scoring issues brewing at a suboptimal time. 

Andrew Mangiapane has 30 goals, and exactly one of them has come 
since March 3. Against the Sharks on Thursday, he was handling the 
puck like it was a live grenade. Not coincidentally, Mikael Backlund has 
eight points in his last 18. Regressions happen. Slumps happen. The 
Flames’ team game is strong enough to deal with that — but that’s cause 
for concern. 

6. Boston Bruins 

Record: 44-21-5 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: The Bruins always do this: start slow, have everyone questioning 
whether they’re still a contender, and then ramp things up down the 
stretch. They are the definition of a second-half team. 

Since the new year, Boston is a red hot 30-11-3, a record that sits only 
behind Colorado and Florida league-wide. That’s a 117-point pace that’s 
seen the team claw its way back into a push for the third seed … and 
maybe even home ice. Tampa Bay struggling of late also helps with that, 
but the Bruins were always a sleeping giant with their ability to control 
play at five-on-five. They’ve held the expected goals lead all season and 
over the last month have cranked things up a notch to the tune of a 62 
percent expected goals rate. That’ll do. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 43-21-5 
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Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Sean: No team paid more dearly for our April Fool’s gimmick than the 
Wild, who have won 11 of their last 15 games. That didn’t quite manifest 
itself in their season-long points percentage last week, and the fans 
noticed. They always do. The Russo Army, as we’ve said, rolls deep. 
Either way, they’re back where they should be this week. Outscoring 
opponents 36-22 in that 11-game stretch, with an expected goals share 
over 57 percent? Sheesh. 

We wanted another Western contender, and we got it. I think. Unless 
they randomly go in the tank again for a couple of weeks or can’t stay out 
of the penalty box. If that happens, just forget I said anything. 

8. New York Rangers 

Record: 46-20-6 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: Look who’s sitting in the top five in expected goals since the trade 
deadline, baby! That’s right, your New York Rangers who are starting to 
look like much more than a team that lives and dies by its goaltending. 
As it turns out, adding some depth around the edges is exactly what this 
team needed and they’re going to be an extremely scary outcome playoff 
time. Just ask the Penguins, the team’s most likely playoff opponent, who 
have had three tilts with the Rangers since the deadline and have come 
away empty-handed each time. That matchup is not looking ideal for 
them at all with the team getting outscored 11-3 by New York. 

Special shoutout to Andrew Copp who has fit like a glove for the Rangers 
so far with 10 points in nine games and a casual 65 percent expected 
goals rate. This team is no paper tiger anymore. 

9. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 43-20-7 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 10 

Sean: In their last three games, the Lightning have gone 0-2-1 and gotten 
outscored 15-9 on aggregate by a really good team (Toronto), a blasé 
one (Washington) and a terrible one (Montreal). I was trying to cook up a 
team-wide stat that encompasses their last month of hockey, then saw 
that Joe Smith had already handled it. 

It took 56 games for the Lightning to lose back-to-back games in 
regulation. 

In last 15, they’ve had three, three-game losing streaks. Eight of those 
losses in regulation. 

Nine of their 20 regulation losses have come in the last 18 games. 

Third in division. Vs. BOS Friday 

— Joe Smith (@JoeSmithTB) April 7, 2022 

Ruh-roh. 

That, combined with the grind of their last few seasons, isn’t boding well. 
If nothing else, we need to stop letting our ears perk up whenever a team 
beats them. They’re not currently a measuring stick for all that much. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 41-21-10 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom: As mentioned two blurbs up, the Penguins have a real first-round 
matchup problem on their hands. The Rangers have been seriously 
unkind to the Penguins and that’s far from ideal with the two being on a 
first-round collision course. 

Besides that, the Penguins have been skidding a little here since 
thumping the Red Wings 11-2 a couple of weeks ago. Their lone win was 
an overtime victory to the Wild, but two losses apiece to the Rangers and 
Avalanche are a bit concerning. Great teams, no doubt, but you’d expect 
a better showing over a potential first-round opponent (New York) and a 
team heavily battered with injuries (Colorado). The Penguins are still a 
contender, but they’re slipping down the pecking order. 

11. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 40-20-10 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 11 

Sean: You can only eat what’s on your plate, and the Blues are 5-0-1 in 
their last seven games. Only one of those wins was against a playoff 
team (Calgary), the loss was to Edmonton and the Blues’ goal share in 
those games (a tick under 51 percent) was dead in the middle of the 
NHL, but it’s been a nice little bounce-back for a team that looked dead 
on its feet for most of March. 

The playoff plan remains “lean on that forward depth and hope Ville 
Husso keeps it together,” and I’ve certainly seen worse. Husso (.924 
save percentage, third in the NHL in goals saved above expected) saved 
their season given what we’ve seen from Jordan Binnington, and seven 
20-goal scorers are impressive. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 42-25-5 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: If the Oilers can summon just average just half-decent goaltending 
come playoff time they’re a serious dark horse team in a thin West. Jay 
Woodcroft has done wonders here and since his hiring the team is ninth 
in the league with 54 percent of the expected goals at five-on-five and 56 
percent of the actual goals. Those are numbers that can really work in 
conjunction with an elite power play and the team should have a 
relatively cushy path in the Pacific. The Oilers aren’t contender-level 
good, but they’re playing much better than they’re given credit for. 

One guy who deserves special recognition is Jesse Puljujarvi. He’s been 
a force in the offensive zone all season and he’s unlocked a new level of 
play under Woodcroft. With Puljujarvi on the ice, the Oilers have earned 
68 percent of the expected goals and have outscored opponents 17-1 
since the hire. Puljujarvi is turning into one of the best play drivers in the 
league. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Record: 41-25-4 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 
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Sean: It feels like we’re watching Roman Josi pull the Norris away from 
Cale Makar in real time. The production is staggering — the dude just set 
the Preds’ franchise record in points, and, as is the rule for Norris 
candidates, is a defenseman. We know the basic tenets of the debate; 
Makar’s impact numbers are better, and so is his team. Josi is producing 
points at a rate unseen at the position since the George H.W. Bush 
administration, and the Preds need them all. 

It’s going to make for an interesting rhetorical exercise. I can guarantee 
this much: We’re going to see Josi show up on more Hart ballots than 
Makar. Down-the-stretch performance matters. It should. It’s also human 
nature to side with the guy leading his team across the finish line vs. a 
cog in a well-oiled regular-season machine. We’ll see. In the meantime, 
86 points for a defenseman in 2022. Wild. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Record: 38-22-10 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Remember the early season Alex Ovechkin Hart Trophy hype? 
That’s predictably fizzled out in the season’s second half and he’s back 
to looking like the player many expected going into the season. 

Always worrying with Ovechkin is his defensive game and that’s taken a 
turn for the worse in the new year. Over his last 35 games, the Capitals 
have allowed 2.95 expected goals against per 60 and 3.7 actual goals 
against per 60 with Ovechkin on the ice — all while he’s struggled to 
deliver offense at his usual rate. The defensive marks are among the 
worst on the team over the time frame. 

Someone has to be the whipping boy in an incredibly stacked conference 
and, unfortunately for Capitals fans, it looks like it’ll be them this year. A 
first-round date against the Florida Panthers is far from ideal and 
Washington would be heavy underdogs there. A return to early-season 
Ovechkin might help, but it’s looking like another quick exit this season. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Record: 40-26-5 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: Our Ramblin’ Boys of Chaos are 7-2-1 with a sub-51 percent 
expected goals share since March 20. I’d say it was time for a roller 
coaster drop, but they always keep me guessing. Oh, how I love them! 
They’ve won 10 overtime games this season and only missed out on an 
11th because of Auston Matthews. He scored on two of 12 shots against 
them on Thursday night. It happens. 

Still, the shot counter was “Dallas 18, Matthews 12.” Toronto had 41 as a 
team. The Stars, however, still got a point. They’re a blast, and they’re 
currently in a wild-card spot. 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 38-25-10 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: Not going to lie, I’m low-key rooting for a Kings collapse down the 
stretch to take them out of the playoffs in favor of Vegas. Nothing 
personal against the Kings, but Vegas is a far more compelling team and 
we still haven’t seen the Golden Knights’ final form. Los Angeles 
currently sits four points up with an extra game on Vegas, but a loss to 

the Oilers on Thursday night means the Kings aren’t quite out of the 
woods yet. 

It’s worth noting that the team’s previous puck possession excellence has 
fallen down a bit over the last month to 51 percent, but the biggest issue 
remains the team’s finishing ability at five-on-five. Over the last few 
months, they’ve generated 2.67 expected goals-per-60, but have only 
scored 1.59 per 60. Ouch. That’s a problem that’s been biting them all 
year and it’s now getting worse at just the wrong time. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 37-28-4 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 17 

Sean: Not going to lie, I’m low-key rooting for the Kings to keep it 
together down the stretch and keep Vegas out of the playoffs. Nothing 
personal against the Golden Knights, but it’d be pretty funny if a $92 
million roster couldn’t get it together long enough to beat out a team 
that’s at least a year or two from being capital-G Good. 

Honestly, I’m just glad we have a playoff race or two to track over the 
next couple of weeks. The three-point game is a curse. If Vegas pulls this 
off (they’ve earned 10 of their last 12 possible points), it’ll be a lot of fun. 
But “we thought they’d be better” doesn’t count for anything. 

Nor do 5-1 losses to the Canucks. 

Pete DeBoer- “We were awful. We were awful in the net front. We were 
awful on breakouts. We were awful everywhere. I can’t tell you it was one 
thing. We were no good.” 

— Jesse Granger (@JesseGranger_) April 7, 2022 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 33-28-10 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 19 

Dom: It was a nice thought while it lasted, but the Jets are officially in “it’s 
over” territory with regards to the playoffs, currently sitting at 0.5 percent. 
This feels like a much closer representation of what this team is 
compared to the last two seasons where they were fuelled almost entirely 
by the heroics of Connor Hellebuyck. 

This season isn’t on him and the last month of hockey where the team 
wasn’t good enough isn’t either. He took a while to get going, but over 
the last month he’s been the second-best goalie in the world according to 
goals saved above expected, just behind Darcy Kuemper. His .922 may 
not seem that dominant, but his defense did him no favors with an 
expected save percentage of .901. 

It’s clear Hellebuyck wasn’t up to his usual standards this season and 
that’s part of the reason Winnipeg is in this position, but that’s the risk a 
team takes when it depends far too much on goaltending. Live by the 
sword, die by the sword. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 32-28-9 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Sean: Two games, two 5-1 wins for the Canucks. Surely, they can keep 
this up for the rest of the season. 
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This is a pretty arbitrary date range, but you’ve got to start somewhere, 
so whatever: Elias Pettersson has 32 points in his last 24 games and 
seven in his last two, with a 53 percent expected goal share at 5-on-5. 
That’s not a full season, and certainly not the 100-point run that certain 
morons predicted in the fall. It’s also a solid about-face; Pettersson 
looked lost at the end of the Travis Green Era, and he’s the franchise’s 
most important player. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 32-28-9 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Dom: In order to hit 100 points — the current projected point total for 
Washington, the final wild-card team — the Islanders must win 14 of their 
final 13 games. I don’t know… looking a bit dicey! 

It’s extremely poetic that this team regressed once everyone started 
showering them with respect. The Islanders are never who you think they 
are. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 33-33-6 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 21 

Sean: Tough stretch for the Blue Jackets, who’ve gone 2-5-3 in their last 
10 to lose their edge on the Isles for the coveted Ninth-Best Team In The 
Eastern Conference Cup. 

Time for a random check-in with 18-year-old rookie Cole Sillinger, who 
we (I?) sponsored at the start of the season. He hasn’t scored since 
March 1 but is still setting up teammates for empty netters. What a nice 
young man! From Aaron Portzline after Columbus’ 4-2 win over Philly on 
Tuesday: 

“He was telling me, ‘Kurls, I’m passing’ the whole way up the ice,” Kuraly 
said. “And then when he gave it to me, he was yelling, ‘Shoot!’ So I didn’t 
pass it back.” 

The youngster wanted the veteran, one of the Blue Jackets’ heart-and-
soul players all season, to get the reward. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 29-32-9 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 22 

Dom: It was time. Doug Wilson, San Jose’s general manager of 19 years, 
stepped down from his duties. While it was a long time coming given the 
direction of the team which he was the current architect of, it’s best to 
remember what he was before the Sharks ‘epic collapse to the 
basement. San Jose never won a Cup, but the Sharks were in contention 
every season. It’s difficult to be that consistently elite in this league, but 
the Sharks did just that year after year under Wilson. He deserves a lot of 
credit for that, even if it never culminated in a championship. 

23. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 26-35-11 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 24 

Sean rank: 23 

Sean: Since March 1, the Sabres are 10-5-3. They’re about to have two 
30-goal scorers (Tage Thompson and Jeff Skinner) for the first time since 
Thomas Vanek and Drew Stafford in 2010-11. Friend of the pod Alex 
Tuch is out there, doing stuff. We saw a very sweet banner-
raising/retirement ceremony for Rick Jeanneret. 

This is as good as things have been in a while, right? God bless those 
folks. 

24. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 28-32-12 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 25 

Dom: In my version of the NHL, I vote for “skilling it up” over “gooning it 
up” every single time. The Anaheim Ducks have, somehow, built 
something really fun this year. I’m exhausted by the old-school rhetoric 
trying to take that away. The next generation of fans will be brought in by 
a high-skilled product and the league is currently in a great state for that 
with all its talent. It’s time to embrace that. 

25. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 28-34-9 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: Poor Max, who used the phrases “grueling month” and “multiple 
six-game losing streaks” in close proximity to each other a couple of days 
back. Feels like they’re playing out the string on the Jeff Blashill Era. 
Can’t blame anyone involved. Keep adding ping-pong balls to the lottery 
machine, I suppose. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 24-36-11 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Dom: Getting shut out by Philipp Grubauer? Relegated. Straight to the 
AHL. 

27. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 26-38-6 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Sean: I enjoyed this piece from Ian Mendes, headlined “Tim Stützle has 
been publicly accused of embellishing penalty calls. Does Brendan 
Gallagher actually have a point?” 

The answer is, of course, yes. Stützle’s double-barrel roll against the 
Flames last March remains one of the funniest oversells I’ve ever seen. It 
doesn’t matter that Gallagher sells calls himself, though, or that Stützle 
legitimately does draw penalties. Acting like you’ve skated over a 
landmine then coming back out for a power play is ridiculous, if not 
embarrassing. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers 
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Record: 23-37-11 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Dom: The only thing that’s really off-putting about the Flyers and Keith 
Yandle is the timing. If it was about being worthy of suiting up, Yandle’s 
utility is long past expiry. He’s arguably been the worst defenseman in 
the league this season, and if the time to scratch him wasn’t when the 
Flyers had a shot, why now? There’s just over a month left, he’s helping 
the tank – just go with it. 

29. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 24-41-6 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Sean: You’re not going to find a lot of folks who are thrilled that Jack 
Hughes’ season ended early, but it still qualifies as a quantum leap, 
especially in the midst of a near-total loss for the Devils. Let’s hope that 
shoulder heals and he picks things back up in the fall. 

Jack Hughes' third season comes to an abrupt end, but it was a hell of a 
campaign (49GP) 

• 26 goals 

• 56 points 

• 43 EVPs 

• 46 primary points 

• 3.4 shots/game 

• 52.6 CF% 

• 53.9 xGF% 5v5 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 23-42-6 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 31 

Dom: Over the last month the Kraken have TWO goalies playing above 
expected. Chris Driedger has saved 5.4 goals above expected while 
Grubauer has saved 0.1 (hey, it counts) after a shutout over Chicago. 
Miracles do happen! 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 20-40-11 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 30 

Sean: They’re 12-10-4 under Martin St. Louis, and St. Louis is doing a 
good enough job to earn stories like this, from Arpon Basu, on his work 
with Christian Dvorak. They’re going to end up in the mid-20s before this 
is over. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 22-44-5 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Dom: Nick Ritchie has eight goals in 18 games as a Coyote. Nothing 
makes sense in this sport. 
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ESPN / NHL Awards WATCH: Matthews vs. Shesterkin for MVP 

 

Greg Wyshynski 
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The last month of the 2021-22 NHL regular season brings the final 
edition of the NHL Awards Watch, as we're days away from ballots being 
sent out to voters. 

While there are established front-runners for each of these awards, the 
next few weeks are still critical for determining the winners, as voters 
sometimes can't resist the siren's song of recency bias. 

Welcome to the NHL Awards Watch for April. We've polled a wide 
selection of Professional Hockey Writers Association voters anonymously 
to get a sense of where the wind is blowing for the current leaders. We've 
made sure it's a cross-section from the entire league, trying to gain as 
many perspectives as possible. 

Bear in mind that the PHWA votes for the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and 
Lady Byng; broadcasters vote for the Jack Adams; and general 
managers handle the Vezina. Also keep in mind the unofficial "you gotta 
be in it to win it" protocol for the Hart and the Jack Adams. 

All stats are from Hockey-Reference.com, Natural Stat Trick and 
Evolving Hockey, and are as of the games of April 6. 

Jump ahead: 

Ross | Richard | Hart 

Norris | Selke | Vezina 

Calder | Byng | Adams 

Art Ross Trophy (points leader) 

Current leader: Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers (108 points) 

Watch out for: Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida Panthers (102 points) 

Sleeper: Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames (99 points) 

Maurice 'Rocket' Richard Trophy (leading goal scorer) 

Current leader: Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs (56 goals) 

Watch out for: Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers (50 goals) 

Sleeper: Alex Ovechkin, Washington Capitals (43 goals) 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

Leader: Auston Matthews, C, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Finalists: Jonathan Huberdeau, LW, Florida Panthers; Igor Shesterkin, G, 
New York Rangers 

If the Hart Trophy race was an actual marathon, Matthews would be 
steps away from breaking the tape ... while looking over his shoulder at 
Shesterkin closing fast. 
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Don't get it twisted: Matthews is still the heavy favorite to win his first Hart 
Trophy as NHL most valuable player. He leads the NHL with 56 goals. 
He had a stretch of 47 goals in 47 games, and 71 goals in 82 games. 
Matthews was the Leafs' offensive engine when linemate Mitch Marner 
was limited to nine games in December 2021 through the first month of 
2022. Marner has narrowed the gap for team scoring lead, but Matthews 
still owns it with 95 points. 

Through 64 games, Matthews led the NHL with 28.1 goals scored above 
average and added five wins to the Maple Leafs. His ascension as a 
dominant goal scorer has coincided with becoming one of the better two-
way centers in the NHL -- 2.05 expected goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, 
through his first 64 games. 

Matthews appeared atop 56% of the ballots we surveyed. He was 
second to Connor McDavid for the Hart last season. The voters appear 
enthusiastic to give No. 34 his first MVP crown. 

Unless they decide to give it to the best goalie in the league instead. 

"I don't think the Rangers are actually that good. He's a true MVP in that 
he's carrying his team," said one voter on Shesterkin. 

Matthews had a substantial advantage in the voting over Shesterkin in 
last month's Awards Watch. That gap has closed. The Rangers goalie 
was the top choice on 26% of the ballots, the clear second choice. 

"It's a two-horse race for me: Shesterkin vs. Matthews. Matthews has the 
edge in consistency right now," said one voter. 

His rise in the Hart Trophy rankings comes as the Rangers goalie has 
had his roughest stretch of the season. Last month, his save percentage 
hovered around .942, and it looked very much like Shesterkin might post 
the second highest save percentage in NHL history -- for goalies with at 
least 40 games played -- behind Toronto's Hockey Hall of Famer 
Jacques Plante in 1970-71 (.944). Through 46 games, Shesterkin's save 
percentage dropped to .933, which is still a stat that most goalies would 
two-hand chop their best friend to earn. 

"I will say his stock has dropped recently, but we cannot let recency bias 
affect our perception of how downright sick he's been this season. We're 
looking at a potentially historic outcome," said one voter. 

Incidentally, Carey Price also had a .933 save percentage when the 
Montreal Canadiens goalie won the Hart Trophy in 2014-15. He played in 
80% of his team's games that season. Montreal's Jose Theodore won the 
Hart in 2001-02 by appearing in 82% of the Habs' games. Dominik Hasek 
won the award twice for the Buffalo Sabres: In 1996-97 (82%) and in 
1997-98, in which he appeared in 89% of their games! 

Shesterkin had only appeared in 65% of the Rangers' first 71 games. 
Through Tuesday, there were 13 goalies who appeared in more games 
than had Shesterkin. He doesn't control his usage. He's playing in an era 
where seeing a goalie playing 80% of their team's games is like seeing a 
unicorn riding the Loch Ness Monster. But that context might not be 
enough, given the precedents for previous goalie MVP winners -- and 
given what Matthews is doing. 

"I've always been a big believer in the idea that goalies deserve more 
consideration for the Hart Trophy. It's the most important position in 
sports, save for maybe quarterback. So I've been on the Shesterkin 
bandwagon all year," said one voter. "But what Matthews is doing is 
becoming impossible to ignore." 

While a few other players received first-place votes, Huberdeau was the 
clear third choice with around 13% of the votes. He's had an incredible 
season: Setting an NHL record for assists by a left wing, setting a 
Panthers team record by becoming the first player in franchise history to 
surpass 100 points. He has close to 30 points more than the next leading 
scorer on the Panthers, who could end up the top team in the East. If 
there's a knock on him, it's that he's far from the two-way player that 
Matthews has been this season. But he's got a strong MVP case. 

Other players that received votes: Minnesota Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov 
and Nashville Predators defenseman Roman Josi. 

"The drop-off in terms of impactful players on the Wild's roster after 
Kaprizov is considerable," said one voter. 

Among the players that didn't receive first-place votes: Edmonton Oilers 
stars Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, which was a surprise and 
should fuel even more think-pieces about the unfairness of these 
teammates seemingly having canceled each other out. (And, in turn, 
questions about why that hasn't happened with Matthews regarding 
Marner, considering they play together way more frequently than do the 
Oilers teammates.) Also missing the cut: Calgary Flames forward Johnny 
Gaudreau, although one voter called him out as an "honorable mention"; 
and Washington Capitals star Alex Ovechkin, who has 20 more goals 
than anyone on his team but more baggage, too. 

"It's Auston Matthews as of this moment. But some days, it's still either 
one of two guys in Edmonton," said one voter. "I will not vote for 
Ovechkin, I can tell you that. For moral reasons." 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

Leader: Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 

Finalists: Victor Hedman, Tampa Bay Lightning; Roman Josi, Nashville 
Predators 

The Norris Trophy has a funny way of becoming a preordained 
coronation for a defenseman that has yet to win the award -- as long as 
they hold up their end of the bargain. It was Drew Doughty's turn in 2015-
16, so he won the Norris. It was supposed to be Mark Giordano's turn a 
few times, but he kept getting injured and then slumped offensively. He 
earned 165 first-place votes the year he finally won the award. It was 
supposed to be Alex Pietrangelo's year after the St. Louis Blues won the 
Cup in 2019, but he only managed fourth place after a good but not great 
2019-20 season. 

From the moment he finished second for the award last season, this has 
been Makar's Norris to lose. He's done nothing to squander the chance. 
He had 74 points in 66 games for a 1.14 points per game average, the 
highest of his career. He led all defensemen with 24 goals. He's a plus-
40, for whatever that's worth. He had 19.7 goals scored above average 
through 66 games, adding 3.5 wins to the Avalanche. 

Like any good offensive defenseman, there has been a perception that 
Makar is more the former than the latter. But he has solid on-ice 
defensive metrics, no doubt benefitting from playing the majority of his 
time this season with Devon Toews, the team's best defender. Makar 
earned 56% of the first-place votes on our ballots. He's got inside track. 
Josi has the history. Keep in mind that Josi has a Norris Trophy win in 
2019-20, while Makar would be a first-time winner. That's a factor, for 
sure. 

The Predators defenseman, the leading scorer among NHL defensemen 
this season, was the clear second choice with 30% of the first-place 
votes. His 1.25 points-per-game average would be the highest in an 82-
game season since Boston Bruins Hall of Famer Ray Bourque posted a 
1.26 points-per-game average in 1993-94. He leads the Predators in 
scoring by double digits. And 51 of his first 84 points were scored at even 
strength. The idea that Makar could be the Norris favorite, yet get 
overshadowed offensively by a rival, underscores how extraordinary this 
season has been for Josi. 

"The only player seemingly holding Nashville above water," said one 
voter. 

But there are differences between the two Norris Trophy cases. Both 
players eat up a ton of ice time, with Josi averaging 25:17 and Makar 
averaging 25:39. But Makar plays more shorthanded (1:24 per game) 
than does Josi (0:46). 

"It's a two-horse race between Makar and Roman Josi. I give Makar the 
edge because he kills penalties more often," said one voter. 

There's a significant gap in quality of competition, as Josi's pairings 
haven't played the Predators' toughest opponents -- those honors go to 
Mattias Ekholm -- while Makar's have. Josi doesn't have the defensive 
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metrics that Makar does this season, even he's the superior offensive 
player. But again, Josi has had Dante Fabbro and Alexandre Carrier as 
partners this season, while Makar has had Toews for the majority of the 
season. 

It appears to be a two-player race for the Norris as the ballots go out. 
Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Victor Hedman, who was the leader 
earlier this season, earned just under 10% of the first-place votes. This 
would be Hedman's sixth straight finalist nomination for the Norris, which 
is something none of his contemporaries -- Drew Doughty, Duncan Keith, 
Erik Karlsson -- accomplished. He's seeking to win his first Norris Trophy 
since 2017-18. 

The only other player to earn a first-place vote was Florida Panthers 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad, who has never finished in the top 10 of the 
Norris voting. 

"He's my vote for now, but by season's end, he'll probably have missed 
too many games for me to vote for him," said one voter of Ekblad, who 
has been limited to 61 games this season. 

Calder Trophy (top rookie) 

Leader: Moritz Seider, D, Detroit Red Wings 

Finalists: Lucas Raymond, LW, Detroit Red Wings; Trevor Zegras, C, 
Anaheim Ducks 

The term "Mo-mentum" seems appropriate here. 

The Red Wings rookie has to be considered the heavy favorite to win the 
Calder, as he topped a whopping 70% of the ballots we surveyed. 

That's a bit incredible when one thinks back to the beginning of the 
season, when Montreal Canadiens forward Cole Caufield and Florida 
Panthers goalie Spencer Knight were Calder picks and Seider didn't 
warrant a mention. After the offensive fireworks provided by defensemen 
like Cale Makar and Quinn Hughes in their rookie campaigns, the notion 
that a defender averaging just 0.64 points could wire the field for the 
Calder is stunning. 

But Seider is seen as a complete defender for Detroit. He skates 23:07 
per game on average and plays in all situations. His 40 points in 70 
games was a bit more offense than the Red Wings expected. They would 
have been satisfied with a 21-year-old playing above average defense in 
a rookie season that's -- somewhat inexplicably -- captured a majority of 
support from voters. 

It's not often that slow and steady wins the Calder. It usually goes to a 
rockstar like Zegras, whose lacrosse goals and over-the-net pass made 
him the NHL's human highlight reel this season. His 50 points in 64 
games is a solid total that should land him in the top three rookie scorers 
by season's end. If he somehow pulled out the rookie scoring title, it 
could make things interesting. 

"Haven't seen quite enough yet from anyone else to pry this from Seider. 
But there's still time," said one voter. 

Zegras has made an undeniable impact on the Ducks, essentially 
infusing the team with his jovial spirit. But the Calder is usually more 
about stats than vibes. 

The only other player that received a first-place vote was Raymond, who 
was 19 years old for most of the season and earned his top-line minutes 
with the Red Wings. He had 53 points in his first 70 games, including 17 
of them on the power play. 

Absent from the ballots is the current leader in NHL rookie scoring: 
Michael Bunting of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

"Even strength vs. power-play time makes what Bunting is doing 
impressive, though I think Seider being a D-man on a bad team certainly 
boosts him," said one voter. 

Maybe because the voters just see Bunting as a product of Matthews 
and Marner, probably because he's 26 years old. 

"Bunting, Raymond and Zegras are all having fine seasons but Seider 
has the extra burden of being a No. 1 defenseman and has met that 
challenge well," said one voter. 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Note: General managers vote for this award. 

Leader: Igor Shesterkin, New York Rangers 

Finalists: Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes; Jacob Markstrom, 
Calgary Flames 

The headline here: It was not unanimous for Igor Shesterkin. 

It was just nearly unanimous. 

"Just engrave the trophy now," said one voter. 

Shesterkin was the voters' choice in 91% of the ballots we surveyed. 
Even with a late-season "slump," he's 32-10-4 with a league-best .933 
save percentage. He led the NHL with 44.4 goals saved above average 
in 46 games. And he's credited with doing more for the Rangers than 
either of the other goalie finalists have done to elevate their teams. 

"He's not Dominik Hasek, but like the Dominator, he's making a 
seemingly average team into one that's really, really good," said one 
voter. 

Andersen and Markstrom were the only other goalies to receive first-
place votes. Andersen has an interesting case, actually: The gap in goals 
saved above average between himself (39.5) and Shesterkin has 
narrowed considerably during the season. He's second in save 
percentage (.926). Of course, if shutouts are your thing, then Markstrom 
might be your guy with nine of them on the season. 

Selke Trophy (best defensive forward) 

Leader: Patrice Bergeron, Boston Bruins 

Finalists: Aleksander Barkov, Ryan O'Reilly, St. Louis Blues 

As usual, the Selke Trophy voting shows the widest range of variance. 
But in the end, all roads lead back to Mr. Bergeron. 

The Bruins center finished first on 52% of the ballots we surveyed. 
Bergeron is seeking his fifth Selke win, which would break a tie with Bob 
Gainey and set a new NHL record. He's doing the Patrice Bergeron thing 
again this season: 1.47 expected goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, 
winning 62.4% of his faceoffs and watching as the Bruins' goalies have a 
.930 save percentage when he's on the ice. 

"Die and be a hero or live long enough to see yourself vote for Patrice 
Bergeron for the Frank J. Selke trophy," said one voter. 

Bergeron has 10 straight Selke Trophy nominations, itself an NHL record. 
In other words, this can be a reputation-based award. Case in point: 
Panthers center Barkov, last year's Selke winner, was the clear second 
choice. He was named as the Selke winner on 17% of the ballots we 
surveyed. If we sound surprised, it's because this hasn't been a typical 
defensive campaign for Barkov. For example, he won the award with a 
1.98 expected goals against per 60 minutes; this season, he's averaging 
2.48 expected goals against per 60 minutes. But the afterglow of last 
year's win has made voters warm to him this season. 

Speaking of reputation: The next most popular choice was Ryan O'Reilly 
of the St. Louis Blues, named first on 13% of ballots, who won the Selke 
in 2019. He's had better defensive seasons than this one, but he's also 
seeing tougher opponents than most. Dom Luszczyszyn of The Athletic 
had him 8th in his latest Selke numbers crunch, while Barkov didn't make 
the top 10. 

The other two players to garner first-place votes were Anze Kopitar of the 
Los Angeles Kings -- another previous Selke winner -- and Anthony 
Cirelli of the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
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"The better Los Angeles looks, the more you realize what a driver Kopitar 
has been," said one voter. 

Curiously absent: Any members of the Flames, like Mikael Backlund and 
Elias Lindholm, although the latter earned some honorable mentions, and 
any members of the Minnesota Wild, like Marcus Foligno and Joel 
Eriksson Ek. These are two of the best defensive teams in the NHL, 
whose players deserve a little more Selke love. 

Lady Byng Trophy (gentlemanly play) 

This is the part where I mention that the Lady Byng Trophy for 
gentlemanly play should be voted on by the league's on-ice officials or by 
the National Hockey League Players' Association. Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin won the award last season, and we'd like to 
see the trend of blueliners winning it continue. 

Dallas Stars defenseman Esa Lindell plays 22:21 per game and still has 
just six penalty minutes. But watch out! Slavin is right there too with just 
10 penalty minutes, trying to become the first repeat Lady Byng winner. 
Exciting! 

Jack Adams Award (best coach) 

Note: The NHL Broadcasters' Association votes on this award. 

Leader: Darryl Sutter, Calgary Flames 

Finalists: Andrew Brunette, Florida Panthers; Dean Evason, Minnesota 
Wild; Todd McLellan, Los Angeles Kings 

Sutter was the top choice on 39% of the ballots we surveyed, as he's 
helped turn the Flames into one of the NHL's best offensive and 
defensive teams since taking over during last season. Plus, the 
broadcasters vote for this award, and Sutter is pretty great for a quote: 

After that, it gets interesting, with three other coaches listed here each 
getting around 9% of the first-place votes. 

"[Brunette] took over the Panthers under bad circumstances and kept the 
ship on course despite no previous head coaching experience at any 
level," said one voter. 

"I've been on the Darryl Sutter train most of this season. But what Todd 
McLellan is doing in L.A. just feels like he's creating so much more with 
less than Sutter is," said another voter. 

As for Evason, he's put together two strong seasons with the Wild among 
the league's best goal-scoring teams and -- analytically -- one of its better 
defensive teams. 

Other coaches receiving first-place votes included Rod Brind'Amour of 
the Carolina Hurricanes, Gerard Gallant of the New York Rangers, Jared 
Bednar of the Colorado Avalanche, Mike Sullivan of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins and Bruce Cassidy of the Boston Bruins. 

ESPN LOADED: 04.09.2022 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Wild-Blues a pre-playoffs preview 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

9-11 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

As we gaze upon the current NHL standings, one first-round playoff 
matchup appears to be more locked in than all of the rest: the Minnesota 
Wild vs. the St. Louis Blues in the Central Division's No. 2-vs.-No. 3 seed 
matchup. 

Luckily for us, we get a preview of that series Friday night. 

These two teams have met only once thus far this season, a 6-4 win by 
the Blues in the 2022 Winter Classic. They'll play Friday night's matchup 
indoors at the Enterprise Center in St. Louis, so fans can keep their 
winter weather gear at home. 

The clubs both come into this matchup reasonably hot, with the Wild on 
an 8-1-1 streak in their past 10, and the Blues going 6-3-1 in that same 
span. Both teams are also somewhat banged up, with the Wild's Matt 
Dumba, Jon Merrill and Matt Boldy on the injury report, joined there by 
the Blues' Scott Perunovich, Logan Brown and Torey Krug. 

Will we get the intensity ramped up to full volume Friday night, or will the 
clubs hold a little bit back for their eventual meetings down the road? The 
game streams live for out-of-market for ESPN+ subscribers, beginning at 
8 p.m. ET. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Boston Bruins 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Friday night's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available on ESPN+ 

Boston Bruins at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Buffalo Sabres at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. 

New York Islanders at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at St. Louis Blues, 8 p.m. 

Colorado Avalanche at Winnipeg Jets, 8 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

New York Rangers 3, Pittsburgh Penguins 0 

Philadelphia Flyers 4, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 
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Nashville Predators 3, Ottawa Senators 2 

Montreal Canadiens 7, New Jersey Devils 4 

Carolina Hurricanes 5, Buffalo Sabres 3 

Seattle Kraken 2, Chicago Blackhawks 0 

Toronto Maple Leafs 4, Dallas Stars 3 (OT) 

Vancouver Canucks 5, Arizona Coyotes 1 

Edmonton Oilers 3, Los Angeles Kings 2 

Calgary Flames 4, San Jose Sharks 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. MTL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ TB (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. BOS (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ FLA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ NYR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. NYI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Rangers 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 38 
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Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. OTT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. WSH (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ CAR (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 1% 

Tragic number: 13 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ DET (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 6 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. ANA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

x - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: @ WPG (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 13 

Next game: @ STL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. MIN (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 
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Dallas Stars 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 88% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. COL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 14 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. DAL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ VGK (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ SEA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. COL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 81% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. ARI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 41% 

Tragic number: 18 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. SJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 3% 

Tragic number: 14 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ PHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 12 
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Next game: @ VAN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 16 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 17 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 19 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 23 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 30 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 78 

Regulation wins: 27 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 31 

ESPN LOADED: 04.09.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Whether with Canucks or not, Boudreau should have an 
NHL job next season 

 

Iain MacIntyre April 8, 2022, 8:06 PM 

 

VANCOUVER – It is not unheard of during games that fans of the 
Vancouver Canucks chant the name of the coach. But usually, it’s when 
they want him fired. 

“Bruce, there it is!” has become a kind of victory song at Rogers Arena 
since Bruce Boudreau arrived in December and orchestrated one of the 
most remarkable mid-season turnarounds in franchise history, even if the 
Canucks’ resurrection under the 67-year-old coach will likely still not get 
them to the National Hockey League playoffs next month. 

Boudreau said early on that he didn’t like the chant because it makes it 
seem like the game is about the coach, when it’s really about the players. 

He also joked after it occurred during his first game in Vancouver, a 4-0 
win over the Los Angeles Kings on Dec. 6, that if the Canucks lose, the 
chant will be “Bruce, there he goes.”  

Makes you wonder what fans might really say if the organization opts out 
of its contract with the coach whose record with the Canucks improved to 
26-13-8 when the team decisively swept back-to-back games this week 
in Las Vegas and Arizona. 

A scaled-down version of “Bruce, there it is!” was clearly audible among 
Canucks fans at T-Mobile arena during Wednesday’s 5-1 win over the 
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Vegas Golden Knights. And gleeful support for a Vancouver coach on the 
road is unprecedented. 

So far, Canucks general manager Patrik Allvin and president Jim 
Rutherford have not been swept up in Boudreau-mania, responding 
when asked that, essentially, Boudreau is doing a good job and the head 
coach will be reviewed after the season. 

With an option-year available to the Canucks on the two-year contract 
Boudreau signed with managing owner Francesco Aquilini in December 
– a few days before Rutherford was hired – management has no more 
pressure to deal with Boudreau now than with, say, J.T. Miller, the impact 
forward who has another season remaining on his contract. 

But the understated support for Boudreau, in a market where nearly 
every utterance is parsed and solicited for interpretation, has contributed 
to a growing feeling that Rutherford and Allvin may have someone else in 
mind to coach the Canucks next year. 

The issue has become such a regular talking point on radio and social 
media that Boudreau was queried about it during a press conference last 
week. 

“I think I've done an okay job,” Boudreau said when asked if he’d like a 
contract extension. “It's a tough question. I mean, I want to coach forever, 
and I really like Vancouver. I guess that sort of answers the question.” 

But management’s appreciation of Boudreau is greater than it appears. 

Asked in Las Vegas about Boudreau, Allvin told Sportsnet he feels badly 
his coach is hearing conjecture that he may be replaced. 

“I don’t know where this starts,” Allvin said. “Bruce has done a good job 
up to this point. We're still in it here and every game is important, and 
he's preparing the team. I like the communication I have with Bruce, as 
well.” 

What will be the process in deciding Boudreau’s future? 

“We'll see where we are after these (final) games, and then, obviously, 
we will be evaluating,” Allvin said. “But for me, Bruce has done a great 
job since he got here to Vancouver.” 

Asked if this means there’s still a real possibility that Boudreau will coach 
the Canucks next season and beyond, Allvin said: “Absolutely. 
Absolutely.” 

Yes, he said it twice. 

On merit, Boudreau has not only earned the second year of his contract, 
but deserves an extension so he isn’t mired in the same drama his 
predecessor, Travis Green, endured last season when he was in the final 
year of his deal and coached every game as if his livelihood was at 
stake. 

The Canucks’ .638 winning percentage since Boudreau replaced Green 
is fourth-best in the Western Conference, tied with the Calgary Flames. 

The coach has orchestrated a 1.3 goals-per-game turnaround: goals-for 
have increased to 3.11 per game from 2.36, while goals-against have 
declined to 2.60 per game from 3.16. That team defence, by the way, 
ranks Vancouver fifth in the league since Boudreau took over. 

The power play has rocketed to fourth in the NHL (26.7%), up from 22nd 
(17.4%), and the penalty-killing has improved to a respectable 15th 
(79.8%) from a desultory 32nd (64.6). 

As veteran winger Tanner Pearson said recently: “Where were we when 
this all started, right? (Boudreau) has turned the ship around and... 
helped us earn a chance back in the playoff mix.” 

Objectively, there is no debate about Boudreau’s performance. 

But Allvin, hired seven weeks after Boudreau, has the right to choose his 
coach even if the last Canucks general manager to actually hire his 
benchman was probably Dave Nonis in 2006, when he promoted Alain 
Vigneault from the minors to replace Marc Crawford. 

What’s clear is how much Boudreau, out of coaching for nearly two years 
after the Minnesota Wild fired him in February, 2020, wants to stay in 
Vancouver. 

“When you're not in it, and you've been in it your whole life for as long as 
you can remember, I think the biggest thing you miss is the camaraderie 
-- being in the battle with a group,” Boudreau said this week. 

“Our players have done great. We've had some hiccups, but I think, for 
the most part, even when we lose, except for a handful of games, we've 
been really competitive. And that's important. It means we're really 
close.” 

Boudreau refused to answer questions about his future, except to say he 
was “comfortable” with his contract. 

“I'm happy to be doing the job and I think I work hard,” he said. “I love 
doing it. Like I mean, I get up in the morning and this is all I think about 
right through the whole day. And so it gives you purpose, you know? 
When you think that I've been doing it professionally for 47 years, it's all 
you know. And you don't ever want to stop.” 

He won’t have to yet. If it’s not in Vancouver, he’ll be coaching 
somewhere else next season. That’s how good Boudreau’s last four 
months have been. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Matthews, Gaudreau, Huberdeau are shining as 
league scoring rises 

 

Rory Boylen April 8, 2022, 1:10 PM 

 

If you've got the sense that there have been more goals scored this year 
than usual, you'd be right. Florida's 7-6 win over Toronto this week, or 
Calgary's 9-5 victory over Edmonton at the end of March, are less 
outliers than a part of the story of the 2021-22 season. 

According to Hockey Reference, an average of 3.12 goals are being 
scored by each team per game this season, the highest mark in the cap 
era. We haven't seen this many goals scored since 1995-96, when that 
average was 3.14. That season, 26 years ago, is the unofficial end of the 
scoring era and beginning of the Dead Puck Era. The Florida Panthers, 
with their suffocating team defence, shocked with a trip to the final in '96 
and inspired copycats in the years to come. 

Today, the Panthers are at the forefront of this new trend toward offence. 
They're averaging 4.16 goals per game, which is the highest since the 
'95-96 Penguins averaged 4.41 per game. No other teams in this time 
span have averaged over four per game. 

What's behind this bump? 

League averages since 1995-96, per Hockey Reference. 

In 2005-06, the first season of the cap era, goals around the league 
jumped to over three per game per team, and that can be attributed to 
the sharp rise in power-play opportunities as the league cracked down on 
obstruction. That standard waned and was a bit of overkill, but the same 
thing is not happening today. Teams get an average of 2.89 power plays 
per game, which is level with last season. It's also the lowest rate that 
penalties have been called at than any other point in recorded NHL 
history. 

But on the power plays that are given this season, the conversion rates 
are through the roof. The average PP this season has scored 20.84 per 
cent of the time, which is the highest league mark since 1988-89. The 
league average save percentage of .908 hasn't been this low since 2006-
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07. Average shots per game (31.4) are at the second-highest mark of the 
cap era, and one of the highest marks in league history as well. 

In 2005-06, only three players scored at least 30 even-strength goals, 
with Simon Gagne's 33 leading the league. This year there are four 
already, with another eight players within five of 30 even-strength goals. 
The leader has 41. The cap-era record is 2018-19, when eight players 
scored at least 30 ES goals in a season. 

"It's a little bit of a different year," Panthers coach Andrew Brunette said 
on The Jeff Marek Show Thursday. "It's not the COVID year, but it's a 
condensed schedule and you're catching teams tired, certain nights. I 
don't know if I've seen more third- and fourth-string goalies playing. Partly 
fatigue, partly injuries, partly COVID reserves during that time." 

Lack of practice time? Brunette acknowledged that could be a factor this 
season as well since teams have games crammed in and can't find as 
much ice time between. And what about the status of the goalie position? 
There are elite netminders out there to be sure, but we just passed a 
trade deadline where a few contenders had a need in net and didn't 
address it partly because there weren't a ton of guaranteed upgrades 
available. The list of consistent, difference-making netminders isn't a long 
one these days. 

These all could be factors into why we're seeing goals jump and why 
we're seeing so many offensive milestones and players hitting marks we 
haven't seen in 26 years. There's a lot of "first time since 1995-96" 
offensive stats being achieved this year, so we'll use that season as our 
barometer and a data point from which to start as we point out just how 
different and special this year has been. 

On Thursday night, Auston Matthews took all the accolades by scoring 
goal Nos. 55 and 56 to pass Rick Vaive and set a new Leafs franchise 
record. But, outside of just Leafs history, Matthews' season is tracking to 
be one of the best by a goal scorer we've seen in over a generation. This 
is putting him in the driver's seat, it seems, for the Hart Trophy. 

But he's not the only one having a standout offensive year. 

Here we'll put into context just what Matthews is doing, and also shine a 
light on some other outstanding years that stick out in recent historical 
context. 

Auston Matthews 

The new single-season goal record holder for the Maple Leafs, Matthews 
is on a truly remarkable run. At 56 goals in 66 games, Matthews' 0.85 
goals per game is the second-best rate for any player since 1995-96. The 
only better mark was Mario Lemieux, who scored 69 goals in 70 games 
26 years ago. 

Go back two and three seasons, and Matthews somehow looks more 
impressive with how long he's been able to sustain such goal production. 
It's 97 goals in his past 118 games, or 144 goals over his past 188 
games. 

And now, Matthews has the highest sum average goals per game of any 
NHL player since 1995-96. All-time, he ranks third among players with at 
least 400 games played. 

NHL all-time goals per game leaders, minimum 400 GP. 

For added context: Through Alex Ovechkin's first six NHL seasons, he 
was averaging 0.63 goals per game. 

Interestingly, Matthews doesn't lead the NHL in power-play goals, and is 
actually 10 off that pace. That he's leaned so heavily on even-strength 
goal output for these numbers is more impressive. This week, he became 
just the third player of the cap era to score 40 even-strength goals in a 
season, and will have a chance to chase down Steven Stamkos' 48 
achieved in 2011-12. Since 1995-96, nine players have scored at least 
40 even-strength goals in a season and Matthews is on pace to finish 
with at least the second-most in that span. 

No player has scored 50 even-strength goals in a season since Teemu 
Selanne in 1992-93. He scored 76 total goals in 84 games that year. 

Most even-strength goals in a season since 1995-96. 

The big question for Matthews in the final stretch is, how high can he go? 
Given that he's scored an incredible 49 goals in his past 49 games, it's 
not too wild to think he could score another 10-11 goals in 2021-22. If he 
gets to 60 total goals, which seems a given, Matthews would be the first 
player since Stamkos in 2011-12 to achieve that feat. Heck, Ovechkin's 
cap-era record of 65 goals could still be reached at the pace Matthews is 
on. 

And you know what's wild? The most goals anyone has scored in a 
season since 1995-96 was 69 by Mario Lemieux. It may be a heavy lift, 
but with the way Matthews is chugging, could he even track down Mario? 
It would require 13 goals in the last 11 games. 

Leon Draisaitl 

Overshadowed at times by the superstar he shares a team with, and the 
one in Toronto, Draisaitl is putting up another monster year and crossed 
the 50-goal, 50-assist line again this week. It's the second time he's done 
that in the past three seasons -- and he's the only player to hit 50/50 
since Evgeni Malkin did it in 2011-12. 

Since 1995-96, a 50-goal, 50-assist season has been attained 20 times 
by 12 different players. Draisaitl is one of six to do it twice in that span. 

Johnny Gaudreau 

Pretty much out of nowhere, Johnny Gaudreau is having a career year. 
On Thursday night, he recorded two assists to bring him up to 99 points 
on the season and tie a career high set in 2018-19. The single-season 
points record in Flames history is 131 by Kent Nilsson in 1980-81, and 
that will be out of reach. But could Gaudreau catch Joe Mullen's 110 in a 
season, which is second all-time in Flames history? That's still possible. 

Gaudreau will get Hart Trophy attention this season, and deservedly so. 
And while Matthews' goal numbers would blow anyone away, consider 
that Gaudreau is the NHL's even-strength points leader, with 78 this 
season -- nine clear of second-best. 

Gaudreau is averaging 1.09 even-strength points per game, which puts 
him in elite company since 1995-96 and paces him to pass anything 
Connor McDavid has done in terms of even-strength production. With a 
strong finish in the final 11 games (and he does have 16 ES points in his 
past 10 games), Gaudreau may even have a shot at catching Jaromir 
Jagr, who scored 95 even-strength points 26 years ago. 

The only players to ever score at least 95 even-strength points in a 
season? Wayne Gretzky, Mario Lemieux, Guy Lafleur, Jarri Kurri, Steve 
Yzerman, Mike Bossy, Phil Esposito and Jagr. That's it. 

Most even strength points in a season, all positions, since 1995-96. 

Jonathan Huberdeau 

Johnathan Huberdeau had already set a Florida Panthers single season 
scoring record and then this week also became the first Panther to reach 
100 points in a season. It's OK to think of him as an MVP candidate if you 
wish – Huberdeau is second in league scoring and having a special 
offensive season of his own. 

No left winger in the history of the NHL has more assists in a season 
than the 76 Huberdeau has posted so far, and he's already pulled out a 
seven-assist gap on Kevin Stevens, the previous record holder (who 
Gaudreau could also track down yet). Huberdeau is averaging 1.09 
assists per game: only Lemieux, McDavid, Sidney Crosby, Ron Francis 
and Joe Thornton had better assist per game rates than Huberdeau 
since 1995-96. 

Most assists per game in a season, any position, since 1995-96. 

It's key to remember too that Huberdeau no longer rides shotgun with 
Aleksander Barkov, but has been Florida's key offensive driver on the 
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second line. Huberdeau also leads the NHL this season in primary 
assists per game and the rate at which he gets a first assist is also one of 
the best we've seen in over a quarter century. And, while we've already 
addressed Gaudreau, it's important not to forget him in this discussion as 
well -- Gaudreau is second to Huberdeau in primary assists and only just 
barely off his per game pace (0.66). 

Highest primary assists per game in a season, any position, since 1995-
96. 

It's been a monster year for Huberdeau any way you slice it, and he still 
has some huge achievements possible to come. Averaging 1.46 points 
per game, Huberdeau could still also become the highest-scoring left 
winger in a single season since 1995-96, and is chasing down 
Ovechkin's 112 points scored in 2007-08 to do that. If he does pass 
Ovechkin, Huberdeau would be one of the top-five highest-scoring left 
wingers in a single season of all time. 

He has 102 points with 12 games remaining. 

Top single-season left-wing scorers in NHL history. 

Connor McDavid 

We're now five forwards deep in highlighting some outstanding 
performances and just now getting to the leading scorer in the league. 

With 108 points, McDavid is six clear of Huberdeau in the scoring race 
and is maybe a victim of his own success that we're not talking about him 
more. McDavid's average of 1.52 points per game this season is tied for 
the 14th-best pace since 1995-96, but overshadowed by the 1.88 he 
averaged just last season. That was the second-best per game mark 
since 1995-96. McDavid doesn't seem to get enough attention around the 
Hart Trophy talk. We've almost grown too accustomed to what he's 
doing. 

McDavid is still bringing his career average scoring rates up with the 
pace he's on this season, and to show you how truly ridiculous he is, 
consider this: all-time in NHL history, McDavid's 1.43 career average 
points per game ranks fourth. 

For a little more focused context, through Crosby's first seven NHL 
seasons he averaged 1.40 points per game (he's at 1.27 today) 

NHL all-time career average points per game, minimum 400 games 
played. 

Roman Josi 

The remarkable offensive seasons aren't only coming from forwards. 
Roman Josi will get Norris consideration for sure, but also might sneak in 
some Hart votes for what he's done in Nashville. 

With 87 points, Josi is eighth in NHL scoring and the 1.28 points he's 
averaging per game is higher than any other defenceman since 1995-96. 
Josi has 68 assists, just two shy of Brian Leetch's 70, which stands as 
the most assists a defenceman has posted in the past 26 years. Josi's 
averaging one assist for every game he plays, and is on pace to reach 80 
helpers in 2021-22. If he gets to that mark, it'd be just the second time 
ever a blueliner not named Coffey or Orr recorded 80 assists in a single 
season. 

List of defencemen to ever record 80 assists in a season. 

Josi's already scored more points than any defenceman since 1995-96 
and with just four more even-strength points, he will also set a new 
benchmark in that category for defencemen in the past 26 years. 

For Josi, you can take his scoring context out to a more broad historical 
view beyond 1995-96. What he's doing offensively at the position will 
stand up favourably to all-time measures. 

The Nashville blueliner has 53 even-strength points this season, which 
works out to an average of .78 per game. The Predators have 12 games 
left, so if Josi continues at that same scoring pace at even-strength, he 
could still add another nine to his total. He's pacing to 62 even-strength 

points this season, which would be the ninth-best mark for any 
defenceman in a single season of all-time. 

Only three defencemen in league history have scored at least 60 even-
strength points in a season: Paul Coffey (3), Bobby Orr (6) and Larry 
Robinson (1). 

Most even-strength points in a single season by defencemen, all-time. 

With 87 all-situations points in 68 games, Josi is on pace to finish with 
over 100 points total this season and, if he gets there, it'd be just the 15th 
time that's ever been done by a defenceman. In fact, Josi has a chance 
to post the best offensive season ever by any defenceman not named 
Orr or Coffey. He'll need to surpass Al MacInnis' 103 points from 1990-91 
to do that. 

List of defencemen to ever hit 100 points in a single NHL season. 

Cale Makar 

While Josi's performance is about points and assists, Makar is standing 
out for the amount of goals he's put up. 

The most goals by a defenceman in a season since 1995-96 is 31, 
scored by Mike Green in 2008-09, and it doesn't look like Makar will 
surpass that, barring a sprint to the finish line. He has 24 goals with 12 
games remaining. There was a time earlier this season when it looked 
like Makar may be able to pass Green, or at least become just the ninth 
blueliner to ever score 30 goals in a season. A goalless February 
knocked him off that probability, but he still stands out when looking at 
even-strength production. 

Green benefitted from a pile of power-play goals in 2008-09, so he won't 
measure up well here. In fact, since 1995-96, only one defenceman has 
scored at least 20 even-strength goals in a season: Brent Burns scored 
20 in 2013-14, and 21 in 2016-17. Makar is currently at 18 even-strength 
markers. 

The Avalanche have 12 games left, and if Makar can score four even-
strength goals in that time and surpass Burns, he'll wind up with a top 10 
season in NHL history. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Flames need Markstrom in top shape. Will Sutter find 
a way to get him rest? 

 

Eric Francis April 8, 2022, 7:22 PM 

 

SEATTLE – The growing calls to give Jacob Markstrom some rest down 
the stretch appear close to being answered. 

Darryl Sutter has been talking all season long about having a number in 
mind regarding how many minutes his star netminder will be capped at. 

The Flames coach finally revealed those numbers in a one-on-one 
interview with Sportsnet.ca just before the Flames finished their very first 
three-game sweep through California. 

“If it’s 60, 61, 62 games, as far as minutes, I won’t let him get over a 
certain number,” said Sutter. “Unless he’s banged up or sick. I don’t even 
think much about it.” 

Sutter, who insists his goalie cap revolves around minutes, not starts, 
has started Markstrom 56 times this season, totalling 3,328 minutes. 

Should Markstrom play the equivalent of 62 games, he would reach 
3,720 minutes. 
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That leaves him with 392 minutes to play, which equates to six-and-a-half 
more games. 

With 11 games left in the Flames' schedule, that means Sutter would like 
to start Vladar four or five more times, if not more. Close to an even split, 
which would make many fans happy. 

With two more back-to-back scenarios remaining on the Flames' 
schedule, it shouldn’t be hard to get Markstrom that many more nights 
off. 

Then again, when it comes to Sutter's past, there have been no rules 
regarding resting netminders. 

Keep in mind, he played Miikka Kiprusoff in 74 games one year, and 
started Jonathan Quick 68 and 72 times in consecutive seasons. 

He’ll sit Markstrom if he feels the goaltender truly needs the rest, but will 
balance the decision based on being comfortable the backup is capable 
of helping maintain momentum going into the playoffs. 

Dan Vladar has done well to take care of that second part, going 10-5-1 
this season with a 2.78 GAA and .906 save percentage. 

His 31-save performance in Thursday’s win should have bolstered the 
coach’s confidence in the 24-year-old, as the two goals he did surrender 
both came from fortuitous bounces off an opponent in front of the net. 

Sutter said he’ll rely on information from Markstrom to help determine his 
feelings on the concern many fans have surrounding the possibility he 
could be burning out, as some feel he was late in the season as a 
Canuck. 

“You’ve got to balance the schedule and how he’s feeling,” said Sutter. 
“Once I have a comfort with our conversation, he’ll tell me. That’s the way 
it works. You also talk to Barbs (goalie coach Jason LaBarbera) about 
how we see it.” 

Markstrom’s issues late in his time in Vancouver came following 
consecutive seasons with 60 appearances, followed by a 43-game 
season in 2019-20. 

His career-high is 3,599 minutes, which is just under the cap Sutter has 
set for him. 

Trick is, finding any goalie as competitive as Markstrom who will be 
forthcoming about the need or desire to sit a few extra games. 

“I feel okay,” said Markstrom, 32, when asked how he was feeling 
following his second-straight win Tuesday in Anaheim. “It’s all about 
winning this time of year. It’s a lot of hockey and we’re having fun. It’s fun 
winning again, consecutive nights. I had a little rough stretch but now 
we’re good.” 

That “rough stretch” saw him let in a few questionable goals as part of a 
three-game losing skid before leaving for the road. 

The soft goals became a big talking point as they have been a rarity this 
season for a man who should be getting strong consideration as a 
Vezina finalist.  

He’s still 33-14-8 with a 2.18 GAA and .924 save percentage, which puts 
him amongst league leaders in all three categories. 

Suffice it to say, he’ll be key to any plans the Flames have of making a 
splash this spring. 

His importance underlines why so many are worried about entering the 
playoffs with their star netminder in top shape. 

So go ahead and take your guess when, and if, Sutter will indeed 
manage Markstrom's minutes a little closer. 
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TSN.CA / GTHL investigating allegations of anti-Semitism during games 

 

Rick Westhead 

4-5 minutes 

 

The Greater Toronto Hockey League has hired a private investigator to 
scrutinize allegations that Jewish players with the U-13 Avenue Road 
Ducks and their family members were targeted with anti-Semitic slurs 
during games this season. 

A person familiar with the matter told TSN that GTHL was first contacted 
after anti-Semitic slurs were allegedly made before a game between the 
Ducks and Don Mills Mustangs on Oct. 31. The slur was allegedly made 
by a Don Mills parent in an arena hallway, but no investigation took place 
at the time because the person who reported the slur to Avenue Road 
coaches did not agree to be interviewed. 

Officials with the Ducks contacted the GTHL again following a game 
against the Mustangs on Nov. 11 to report that the parents of Ducks 
players had heard parents with the Mustangs utter anti-Semitic slurs, the 
person said. 

Ducks coach Steve Gold asked that future scheduled games between 
the two teams not be played, according to a second source. Gold 
declined to comment when contacted by TSN. 

The GTHL was contacted by the Ducks for a third time following a game 
between Mustangs and Ducks game on March 6. The person familiar 
with the matter said that the GTHL was told that anti-Semitic slurs were 
allegedly made by a Don Mills player on the ice and by parents in the 
stands. 

GTHL spokeswoman Stephanie Coratti wrote in an email to TSN that the 
league hired Toronto private investigator Michael Davis to examine the 
allegations of anti-Semitism following the March 6 game. 

After GTHL officials became aware that other teams were being 
contacted to attend a April 5 playoff game between Avenue Road and 
Don Mills and support the Ducks, the league reached out and asked for 
advice from Noah Shack, a vice president with The Centre for Israel and 
Jewish Affairs in Toronto. 

“It began to escalate and the Avenue Road president and the GTHL were 
concerned about the environment that 12-year-old kids would be 
exposed to,” Coratti wrote. “The discussion ultimately landed on limiting 
access to Tuesday's game to only parents of players on each of the two 
teams, which the Centre fully supported.” 

Coratti wrote that the GTHL investigation is ongoing. 

Shack said in an interview with TSN that he was confident the GTHL was 
handling the investigation properly. 

"No one should be subjected to hate when they are going to a rink to play 
hockey," Shack said.  

The Jewish community makes up 3.8 per cent of Toronto's population 
and is the target of 34 per cent of crime, Shack said, citing Toronto police 
statistics.  

Alan Simon, president of the Avenue Road Hockey Association, the 
GTHL-member organization that operates the Avenue Road Ducks, 
wrote in an email to TSN that the Ducks organization supports the 
GTHL’s investigation. 

“Any form of hate should be condemned in minor hockey and in society 
as a whole,” Simon wrote. 

Don Mills Mustangs general manager Mark Bailey wrote in an email to 
TSN that the organization is cooperating with the GTHL’s investigation. 
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“It is very unfortunate that the situation has led to some concerns for 
player safety,” Bailey wrote. “We thank the GTHL and Avenue Road 
Ducks organization for helping to mitigate those concerns. The Don Mills 
Mustangs look forward to receiving the GTHL investigation report and 
bringing this matter to a final resolution.” 

The GTHL is the world's largest minor hockey league with more than 
40,000 participants. A week ago, the league published a report by an 
independent committee that found racism and harassment is systemic 
within the league. 
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