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Hurricanes ride Jordan Staal hat trick to big win over Ducks, stay atop Metro division 

By Chip Alexander 

It was hard to find much fault in the Carolina Hurricanes’ 5-2 
win Sunday over the Anaheim Ducks, and Rod Brind’Amour 
didn’t try. 

“It was a good 60 minutes, the whole night,” the Canes 
coach said. “Everybody was good tonight. Everything was 
good.” 

Especially rewarding for Brind’Amour was seeing his team 
captain, Jordan Staal, score his first hat trick with the 
Hurricanes. It was Staal’s first three-goal game since the 
2012 Stanley Cup playoffs with the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
his first in the regular season since 2008 with the Pens -- the 
longest span between regular-season hat tricks in NHL 
history at 4,898 days. 

“That line has been good for a long time and he’s been 
good,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that anything was 
different but he got a couple of goals tonight. Big ones, 
obviously, at crucial times of the game. 

“Good for him. He’s playing well. He always does.” 

The victory, two days after a gut-punch loss to the New York 
Islanders, lifted the Canes (47-18-8) to 102 points, restoring 
a two-point lead over the New York Rangers in the 
Metropolitan Division. The Canes and Rangers play Tuesday 
in New York. 

Staal scored his first goal in the opening period, going top-
shelf to beat goalie John Gibson and give the Canes a 2-0 
lead after Andrei Svechnikov had scored off a redirection. 
His second came with 6:18 left in regulation and Carolina 
protecting a 3-2 lead, Staal scoring from the slot off a crisp 
pass from Nino Niderreiter after a good forechecking shift by 
the line. 

The hats began to fly on the ice with 1:08 remaining after the 
Ducks pulled Gibson for an extra attacker and Staal found 
the empty net. Niederreiter and winger Jesper Fast each 
finished with two assists as the Staal line continued its 
heavy, productive play and Staal had his second multi-goal 
performance in the past three games. 

“It was nice to get that tonight and it was a good effort,” Staal 
said. “Obviously my linemates were a big part of that and it 
was a fun night.” 

So ended a game that had a fast start -- five goals scored in 
the first period -- and some mayhem in the second period 
with Svechnikov in the middle of it all. Canes goalie Frederik 
Andersen ended a three-game losing streak, picking up his 
34th win with a 23-save outing. 

Troy Terry scored his 32nd of the season for the Ducks (29-
33-12) and defenseman Josh Mahura his second, but the 
Canes’ did not allow center Trevor Zegras to perform any 
offensive wizardry. Zegras has two lacrosse-type goals in a 
special rookie season and tried for a third Sunday but 
Andersen had the post sealed. 

Svechnikov, who produced two lacrosse goals a few years 
ago, has seen Zegras’ two and called them “sick.” And while 
he had a goal and assist Sunday, Svechnikov’s signature 
play might have been when he plastered defenseman Kevin 
Shattenkirk into the boards late in the second period. 

It was a clean hit, but very, very hard, separating Shattenkirk 
from his stick and nearly his helmet. 

“It’s a physical game and I think the hit itself was clean and 
then obviously emotions after that get going,” Canes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. 

A few minutes later, Svechnikov tripped center Ryan Getzlaf 
in the neutral zone. The Ducks’ Adam Henrique skated in 
quickly and hit Svechnikov in the back, and suddenly there 
were players grabbing players, helmets and gloves on the 
ice and the refs and linesmen doing their best to try and 
restore order. 

Svechnikov kept his cool and did not cause the hectic scene 
to escalate further although he and Seth Jarvis ended up in 
the penalty box. 

“He’s never shied away from the physical part of the game,” 
Slavin said of Svechnikov. “Where he has grown is the 
retaliation stuff, not slashing guys as much or cross-checking 
guys as much when they come at him. But he’s always been 
a physical kid.” 

But the game’s first star was Staal, No. 11, the captain. 
Svechnikov might have put it best when he said, “He’s been 
playing like a machine and he deserves it.” 

LONGEST SPAN BETWEEN REGULAR-SEASON HAT 
TRICKS 

Jordan Staal -- Nov. 11, 2008 to April 10, 2022 (4,898 days) 

Dit Clapper -- March 9, 1933 to Feb. 17, 1945 (4,363 days). 

Woody Dumart -- Dec. 25, 1939 to March 4, 1951 (4,087 
days) 

Guy Charbonneau -- Jan. 6, 1983 to Dec. 27, 1993 (4,008 
days) 

Matt Duchene -- Nov. 4, 2011 to Nov. 20, 2021 (3,669 days) 

Source: NHL 
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Svechnikov-Getzlaf collision leaves Ducks — and fans — angry with the Hurricanes’ 
forward 

By Justin Pelletier 

Andrei Svechnikov was enemy No. 1 in Anaheim Sunday 
night, despite the Hurricanes and Ducks playing each other 
only twice per season. 

The reason: A wayward leg in the second period that felled 
Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf and sent him tumbling to the ice 
near the penalty boxes. 

Earlier in the game, Svechnikov was aggressive — as he 
usually is — and physical. The biggest of hits hits was a 
thunderous check on defender Kevin Shattenkirk far enough 
from the boards to send the veteran blueliner crashing first to 
the ice and then into the wall. 

Getzlaf took exception to that hit, they jawed, but nothing 
came of it. 

Later, with about 5:30 to play in the second, Getzlaf skated 
through the center zone and Svechnikov appeared to notice 
him late and reacted to slow him down — with his leg. 

The contact sent both players tumbling. Getzlaf bounced up 
first and moved toward Svechnikov, but his teammates got 
there first. Play stopped and the teams converged near the 
officials’ circle in front of the penalty boxes. 

In the scrum, Getzlaf, Gerry Mahew and Adam Henrique got 
some jabs in — Getzlaf landed a couple of glove-less 
punches around the linesmen, who were trying to control the 
situation. Seth Jarvis and Brett Pesce were among the 
players in the fracas for the Canes. 

“He is not going gently into that good night, that is for sure,” 
Anaheim coach Dallas Eakins said of Getzlaf after the game. 
“That’s why you love him. His moral compass, and his 
character and his leadership are second to none. If you think 

he’s just going to go out there and twirl around for his last 
few games, you’re sadly mistaken. He’s going to go out 
swinging.” 

Andrei Svechnikov lays several big hits on Ducks players. 
Ryan Getzlaf wants to fight him. 

Then this happens... pic.twitter.com/IjfDDZozjK 

— Brady Trettenero (@BradyTrett) April 10, 2022 

Svechnikov was assessed a two-minute minor for tripping — 
the initial call — and Jarvis, Getzlaf, Mahew and Henrique all 
picked up roughing minors. 

“I mean, it’s normal, he got mad,” Svechnikov said after the 
game. “Maybe I hit him, maybe not, but it’s normal.” 

The fray sent hockey twitter into a fuss, with multiple people 
calling Svechnikov “dirty, “soft,” a “coward,” a “wuss,” and 
much worse. 

“That was a lot more than an oops entanglement,” wrote Eric 
Stephens, who covers the Ducks for The Athletic. “Getzlaf 
ran hot but stayed short of going berserk.” 

The game continued after the penalties — official let the 
Ducks’ contingent out from the box first, followed by the 
Canes players at the next stoppage — and there were no 
further incidents. 

Svechnikov finished the game with a pair of points — a goal 
and an assist — in the Canes’ 5-2 win over the Ducks. 

Getzlaf, the Ducks’ longtime captain who announced earlier 
this month he will retire at season’s end, was held pointless 
in his return to action from a foot injury, playing primarily 
third-line minutes. 
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Staal notches hat trick, Hurricanes beat Ducks 5-2 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — The Carolina Hurricanes have been looking for 
a steadying force as they wind down the regular season. 

Why look any further than the captain? 

Jordan Staal had his first hat trick with the Hurricanes in his 
654th regular season game with the franchise, helping 
Carolina survive a goal-happy first period and surly second 
for a 5-2 win over the Ducks in front of 17,342 Sunday at 
PNC Arena. 

“I just tried to play my game, and that’s being reliable and 
being strong on both ends,” Staal said. “When the puck 
starts going, it always feels good, but I continue to just play 
that solid game that everyone needs to play to help us win.” 

Andrei Svechnikov summed up Staal — who now has five 
goals and two assists in the last four games — in six words. 

“He’s been playing like a machine.” 

Staal scored an insurance goal with just over six minutes left 
in regulation, cleaning up a rebound off a Nino Niederreiter 
one-timer for his second goal of the night to give the 
Hurricanes a two-goal cushion. 

Then, with Ducks goalie John Gibson (38 saves) on the 
bench for an extra attacker, Hurricanes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo got the puck out of the corner in Carolina’s end 
and passed to Jesper Fast. Fast one-touched the puck to 
Staal, who curled around Ducks defenseman Cam Fowler 
and hit the net from his own blue line for his first three-goal 
game since the 2012 playoffs with the Penguins and the 
fourth hat trick of his 16-year career. 

“I try not to,” Staal said of thinking about getting his third goal 
of the night once Anaheim’s net was empty. “It was kind of in 
the back of my mind I guess a little bit.” 

The win improved the Hurricanes to 47-18-8 with 102 points, 
two in front of the team they visit Tuesday, the New York 
Rangers, in the Metropolitan Division. Six of Carolina’s final 
nine games are on the road, with four in the Northeast’s tri-
state area along with a three-day trip that includes stops in 
Colorado and Arizona. 

“We haven’t had our best hockey of late, the past couple 
weeks,” said Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who 
was playing in his 500th career NHL game. “And so to get a 
win where we played well, for the most part, it’s huge.” 

When Staal wasn’t scoring — he had his first goal 5:07 into 
the game, banging in a pass from Niederreiter to give 
Carolina a 2-0 lead — Andrei Svechnikov was creating 
mayhem. 

That started early when Svechnikov redirected a Brady Skjei 
shot past Gibson just 77 seconds into the game for his 28th 
goal of the season. He then assisted on Jordan Martinook’s 
fourth goal of the year as part of a wild first period that saw 
five goals scored and the Hurricanes up 3-2. 

Svechnikov then asserted himself physically in the second 
period. 

After getting slashed numerous times on a previous shift by 
Kevin Shattenkirk, Svechnikov zeroed in on the Ducks 
defenseman and crunched him into the boards with a 
thunderous hit. 

Anaheim then spent the next three minutes trying to retaliate, 
with captain Ryan Getzlaf — playing his final game in 
Raleigh after announcing he will retire after the season — 
trying to goad Svechnikov into a fight both before a faceoff 
and after with a cross-check and slash. 

Svechnikov responded by tripping up Getzlaf in the neutral 
zone later in the shift, and the Ducks center joined a pile of 
Anaheim players in going after the Hurricanes winger. 

“I think the hit itself was clean,” Slavin said. “Then, obviously, 
emotions after that get going and stuff after that is what it is. 

Five players were called for penalties, with Svechnikov 
getting a tripping call and the other four receiving roughing 
minors. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Svechnikov has 
been better about not taking retaliatory penalties when teams 
target him. 

“We don’t want him in the box,” Brind’Amour said. “When he 
can keep his cool when it was a clean hit and then kind of 
some cheap shots after, whatever. The fact that he is staying 
out of the box the best he can, he’s doing a better job.” 

The Ducks got first period goals from defenseman Josh 
Mahura and forward Troy Terry, but Trevor Zegras — who, 
along with Svechnikov, is the league’s poster boy for 
creativity — was denied on a lacrosse move by goalie 
Frederik Andersen (23 saves) and Skjei. 

Notes: Slavin was plus-3 on the night and is now plus-30 on 
the season. Only four players have been plus-30 or better in 
a season in franchise history. Brett Pesce was plus-35 in 
2018-19, while Teuvo Teravainen (2018-19), Dougie 
Hamilton (2019-20) and Slavin (2019-20) were all plus-30. … 
Tony DeAngelo was plus-2 and is at plus-29.… Staal’s three 
previous hat tricks, all with the Penguins, came on April 18, 
2012 (a 10-3 win over the Flyers in Game 4 of the 
conference semifinals), Nov. 11, 2008 (7-6 win over Detroit) 
and Feb. 10, 2007 (6-5 win over Toronto). 
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Recap: Staal Records Hat Trick As Canes Top Ducks, 5-2 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Carolina Hurricanes Captain Jordan Staal 
recorded the first hat trick of the season for his team Sunday, 
as they topped the Anaheim Ducks by a score of 5-2. 

The Rundown: 

After taking on the Philadelphia Flyers fewer than 24 hours 
ago, the Ducks made their way to North Carolina for their 
second contest in a four-game road trip. Last night Anaheim 
allowed two goals in the first 2:28 to the Flyers before 
coming back to win 5-3, and their woes to start games 
continued into tonight's affair. 

Just 77 seconds in Andrei Svechnikov started the scoring in 
what would eventually become a five-goal first period, 
redirecting a Brady Skjei shot-pass by John Gibson. 

Then, under four minutes later, the Canes lead moved to 2-0 
courtesy of Jordan Staal. Following an offensive zone draw, 
some pressure from Jesper Fast forced a Ducks defender to 
play the puck right to Nino Niederreiter behind the goal line, 
where he'd then set up Carolina's captain for his ninth goal 
since the All-Star break. 

Anaheim was able to respond and get on the board 
themselves just 1:05 after Staal's first, but the scoring flurry 
continued within three minutes of the visitor's first tally of the 
evening. 

Some more offensive zone pressure from Carolina, this time 
by Jordan Martinook, forced yet another defending end 
turnover out of the Ducks and moments later #48 was 
rewarded for his havoc. The puck quickly made its way from 
the wall to the slot by way of Svechnikov and Max Domi, 
then being left on the blocker-side pad of Gibson for an easy 
tap-in for Martinook's fourth of the year. 

Before the Canes could take their 3-1 advantage into the 
second period though the Ducks were able to get back within 
one once again, this time through a highlight reel goal from 
Troy Terry. As a rebound sat loose in front of Frederik 
Andersen, Terry dove and with one hand on his stick put it 
back home. 

Eventually the horn sounded to bring the entertaining first 
stanza to a close and when the teams came back to the ice 
for the second period it was the physicality that took the 
place of the scoring. 

A thunderous hit from Svechnikov on Kevin Shattenkirk 
upset the Ducks and on the following faceoff Shattenkirk 
attempted to line up Svechnikov, but the Canes young 
forward was just able to avoid the contact. The two 
exchanged more words and Anaheim captain Ryan Getzlaf 
then came over to try and drop the gloves with Svechnikov. 
#37 declined and then as play went the other way, 

Svechnikov was jumped by several Ducks, bringing all ten 
skaters on the ice together. 

The result was five skaters heading to the penalty boxes and 
the intensity of the game reaching a new level. 

So after five goals in the first period there was no scoring in 
the second, but when the third period got going, the Canes 
picked up right where they left off with their offense. Gibson 
did what he could to keep his team in the contest, but 
eventually Staal put back a rebound for his second of the 
night to give Carolina some insurance. 

Anaheim was unable to crack Andersen in the final 20 of 
regulation and inside the final two minutes Staal was able to 
hit the empty net, concluding his three-goal performance. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's assessment on the contest as a whole... 

"I thought it was a good 60 minutes. The penalties kind of 
took us out of the flow a little bit in the second. You could see 
we were going really well, then we got a couple penalties to 
weird things out for a little bit, then we got right back to it. 
Really good effort tonight." 

Jordan Staal touching on his three-goal effort... 

"I'm just trying to play my game and that's being reliable and 
strong at both ends. When the puck starts to go in it always 
feels good, but we just want to continue to try and play that 
solid game that everyone needs to play to help us win." 

Jaccob Slavin offering thoughts on Staal's special night... 

"I was probably more pumped for him than he was for 
himself. He's our leader. He brings it every single night. Night 
in, night out, he's always working hard. He cares about the 
game a lot and cares about the guys in the locker room. I 
look up to him as a player and a person, so when you get to 
see guys rewarded like that, it's special." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes will not practice Monday. They'll fly to New York 
ahead of Tuesday's meeting against the Rangers. 

Bonus Notes: 

 This evening was the third hat trick of Staal's career 
and his first since 2008. 

 Four Hurricanes had multiple point nights (Staal, 
Niederreiter, Svechnikov and Fast). 

 Tonight was Jaccob Slavin's 500th NHL game. 

 Slavin and Staal tied for a game-high six shots on 
goal each. 
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 Frederik Andersen earned his 34th win of the 
season by stopping 23 out of 25. 

 The Canes advance to 47-18-8 with the victory. 

 

Staal scores hat trick, Hurricanes top Ducks to retake Metro lead 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Jordan Staal scored a hat trick for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in a 5-2 win against the Anaheim Ducks 
at PNC Arena on Sunday. 

The Hurricanes moved two points ahead of the New York 
Rangers for first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

"He got a couple goals tonight, big ones obviously, at crucial 
times of the game," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"Good for him. He's playing well. He always does." 

Staal tapped home the rebound of a Nino Niederreiter shot 
for his second goal to make it 4-2 at 13:42 of the third period. 
He completed the hat trick with an empty-net goal from 
Carolina's blue line with 1:02 remaining for the 5-2 final. 

The hat trick was the third in Staal's 16 NHL seasons and his 
first in 10 seasons with the Hurricanes. 

"I just try to play my game," Staal said. "That's being reliable 
and being strong at both ends. When the puck starts to go in, 
it always feels good, but I continue to just play that solid 
game that everyone needs to play to help us win." 

Andrei Svechnikov had a goal and an assist, and Jordan 
Martinook scored for the Hurricanes (47-18-8). Frederik 
Andersen made 21 saves. 

Josh Mahura and Troy Terry scored for the Ducks (29-33-
12), who were eliminated from Stanley Cup Playoff 
contention after the Dallas Stars defeated the Chicago 
Blackhawks 6-4 on Sunday. 

John Gibson, who made 38 saves, has lost his past 12 starts 
(0-10-2). 

The Ducks completed a back-to-back after a 5-3 win against 
the Philadelphia Flyers on Saturday. 

"Back-to-backs in this League are tough, especially when the 
other team is waiting for you and elite," Anaheim coach 
Dallas Eakins said. "I give our guys credit to battle back in 
the game and at least make a game of it. Even on a good 
night, if we're rested and ready to go, we're still probably 
outmatched right now with where our team is at." 

Svechnikov gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 1:17 of the first 
period when he redirected Brady Skjei's shot from the left 
point. 

"It was a big game for us," Svechnikov said. "We've got to try 
to focus on the next game and play a little bit harder and just 
play our game." 

Carolina went up 2-0 at 5:07 after Staal cut to the net and 
finished Niederreiter's backhand feed from the end boards. 

The Ducks cut the lead to 2-1 at 6:12 on Mahura's wrist shot 
from inside the blue line. 

Martinook made it 3-1 at 9:30 when Max Domi fed him 
cutting to the net for a backhand goal. 

Anaheim made it 3-2 at 11:46 when Terry laid out for the 
rebound of a Trevor Zegras shot and made a one-handed 
backhand swipe into an open net. 

"I'm proud of battling back, but on the second night of a 
back-to-back, especially against the caliber of a team like 
that, you can't be spotting two goals," Terry said. "We knew 
we were going to have to play a near-perfect game to play 
with that team and not make many mistakes." 

Staal has scored 13 goals in 71 games, including five in the 
past three games. 

"He's our leader, he brings it every single night," Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. "He cares about the game 
of hockey and he cares about the guys in the locker room. I 
look up to him as a player and a person, so when you see 
guys get rewarded like that, it's special." 

NOTES: Ryan Getzlaf was minus-3 with one shot on goal 
and one blocked shot in 16:51 of ice time after missing five 
games with a lower-body injury. … Staal's three-goal game 
established the longest span between regular-season hat 
tricks in NHL history at 4,898 days. His most recent hat trick 
came as a member of the Pittsburgh Penguins in a 7-6 win 
against the Detroit Red Wings on Nov. 11, 2008. … 
Brind'Amour earned his 167th coaching win, tying Peter 
Laviolette (2003-08) for second in Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers history. Paul Maurice has 384 (1995-03; 2008-11). 
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Staal’s hat trick carries Hurricanes past Ducks 5-2 

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Nearly a decade passed since 
Jordan Staal had a hat trick. The Carolina Hurricanes captain 
liked the idea of ending that drought. 

Staal capped his fourth career hat trick with an empty-net 
goal and the Hurricanes settled in defensively after an 
offense-filled first period to beat the Anaheim Ducks 5-2 on 
Sunday night. 

“It was kind of the back of my mind, I guess, a little bit,” Staal 
said of the game’s final minutes. 

Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Martinook also scored for the 
Metropolitan Division-leading Hurricanes. Svechnikov also 
had an assist and Nino Niederreiter assisted on two goals. 

Staal, whose last three-goal game came on April 18, 2012, in 
a playoff game at Philadelphia while with Pittsburgh, scored 
the only goals after the first period — knocking in a rebound 
at 13:42 of the third and then notching the clincher with 1:08 
left. 

Frederik Andersen made 23 saves for Carolina. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour moved into a tie with his 
former coach, Peter Laviolette, for the second-most regular-
season wins in franchise history with a 167-84-28 record. 

Staal’s most recent hat trick in the regular season came in 
November 2008. He became the first Carolina player with a 
hat trick this season. 

“It was a good effort,” Staal said. “Obviously, my linemates 
were a big part of that. It was a fun night.” 

Staal centers a line with Niederreiter and Jesper Fast. 

“That line has been good for a long time,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He has been good. I don’t know if anything was different. He 
got a couple goals tonight, big ones.” 

Josh Mahura and Troy Terry scored for the Ducks, who still 
have back-to-back victories just once since the end of 
January. John Gibson stopped 38 shots, but has failed to win 
in his last 12 starts. 

The offenses flowed early for both teams. 

Svechnikov reached out to get a stick on Brady Skjei’s 
delivery, redirecting the puck past Gibson just 77 seconds 
into the game. 

Niederreiter connected with Staal by sending a pass from 
behind the net through the legs of Anaheim defenseman 
Shattenkirk. Staal did the rest for his 11th goal of the season 
to make it 2-0. 

“When you spot them two goals, it’s tough,” Terry said. 
“That’s a team we can look at and try to emulate.” 

Mahura, who was a healthy scratch in Anaheim’s 5-3 win a 
day earlier at Philadelphia, scored his second goal of the 
season just 65 seconds later. 

After Carolina killed an Anaheim power play, the Hurricanes 
turned a Ducks turnover into Martinook’s goal at 9:30 of the 
first period. 

With congestion in the crease, Terry scored the game’s fifth 
goal less than 12 minutes into the game on a diving sweep of 
the puck past Andersen to make it 3-2. 

“When we did get rolling, we did have chances to score — 
not as many chances as they did,” Ducks coach Dallas 
Eakins said. 

It was the fourth time this season the Hurricanes had at least 
three goals in the first period. 

STAAL OF FAME 

Regardless of his team, this was Staal’s first hat trick on 
home ice. 

It was Staal’s first hat trick with the Hurricanes, who he 
joined in the 2012 offseason.  

He has 11 goals in the last 29 games, including multi-goal 
efforts in two of the last three. This comes after he managed 
just two goals in his first 42 outings.  

CAPTAIN CRUNCH 

Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf, who played for the first time 
since Tuesday’s announcement that he’s retiring at season’s 
end, mixed it up several times. Most notable was a second-
period skirmish when he was angered by Svechnikov and 
took a roughing penalty. 

“He’s not going gently into the night,” Eakins said. “He’s 
going to go out swinging.” 

GO EAST?  

The Ducks have drastically different results against Eastern 
Conference teams based on divisions, with three such 
games remaining. 

Anaheim dropped to 5-7-3 against Metropolitan Division 
opponents after the Hurricanes secured the two-game 
season sweep. However, the Ducks are 9-2-3 vs. Atlantic 
Division foes. 

UP NEXT 

Ducks: At Florida on Tuesday night. 

Hurricanes: At New York Rangers on Tuesday night.
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Rangers take on the Hurricanes, look for 4th straight victory 

Carolina Hurricanes (47-18-8, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
New York Rangers (47-20-6, second in the Metropolitan) 

New York; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: New York heads into a matchup against 
Carolina as winners of three straight games. 

The Rangers are 13-7-1 against Metropolitan teams. New 
York is the top team in the Eastern Conference with 5.2 
assists per game, led by Artemi Panarin averaging 1.0. 

The Hurricanes are 12-8-1 against opponents from the 
Metropolitan. Carolina has scored 242 goals and ranks third 
in the Eastern Conference averaging 3.3 goals per game. 
Sebastian Aho leads the team with 33. 

In their last meeting on March 20, New York won 2-0. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Panarin has 88 total points for the 
Rangers, 21 goals and 67 assists. Chris Kreider has eight 
goals and six assists over the last 10 games for New York. 

Aho leads the Hurricanes with 39 total assists and has 72 
points. Teuvo Teravainen has 10 points over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Rangers: 7-2-1, averaging 3.6 goals, 6.1 
assists, three penalties and 6.5 penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.6 goals per game with an .890 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-3-2, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.6 assists, 4.6 
penalties and 11.7 penalty minutes while allowing 2.4 goals 
per game with a .902 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Rangers: Tyler Motte: out (upper body), Filip 
Chytil: day to day (upper body). 

Hurricanes: Brendan Smith: day to day (undisclosed), 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi: out (lower-body). 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Crosby reaches 1,400 milestone to lead Penguins; Hat trick for Staal 

By Adam Gretz  

Top player in the NHL on Sunday 

Sidney Crosby, Pittsburgh Penguins 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have been struggling lately and 
entered Sunday’s game against the Nashville Predators on a 
four-game losing streak. Sidney Crosby helped them snap 
the losing streak with a 3-2 overtime that saw him record 
three points, including a pair of goals. His second goal was 
the overtime winner and helped him reach the 1,400 point 
mark for his career. He has not really slowed down at all this 
season and is still one of the league’s best all-around players 
and most dominant offensive forces. He opened the scoring 
on Sunday early in the first period, assisted on Jason 
Zucker‘s game-tying goal midway through the third period, 
and then won the game in overtime on a redirection from a 
tough angle along the goal line. 

Highlights from around the NHL on Sunday 

Jason Robertson is becoming a superstar for the Dallas 
Stars and he gets creative here on Sunday for one of his two 
goals in the Stars’ 6-4 win. 

Jordan Staal records the third hat trick of his career in the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ 5-2 win over the Anaheim Ducks. It is 
the third hat trick of his career and his first since 2012 when 
he was still a member of the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Corey Perry and Ondrej Palat score two goals just 17 
seconds apart as part of the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 5-0 win 
over the Buffalo Sabres. 

Three takeaways from the NHL on Sunday 

Big win for Stars 

The Dallas Stars entered Sunday’s game against the 
Chicago Blackhawks having lost three of their previous four 
games, including two in a row. They snapped that little skid 
with a 6-4 win that was highlighted by a pair of goals from 
Robertson and Tyler Seguin‘s 22nd goal of the season. That 
gives Dallas a two-point lead over the Vegas Golden Knights 
for the second Wild Card spot in the Western Conference 
while still having a game in hand. 

Impressive run for Capitals  

Just when it looked like the Washington Capitals were 
starting to fade a little bit, they have started to piece together 

some wins and are now in the middle of a three-game 
winning streak against the Tampa Bay Lightning, Pittsburgh 
Penguins, and Boston Bruins. Their 4-2 win on Sunday after 
the Bruins completed a great weekend that saw them earn 
four out of a possible four points on their back-to-back. Alex 
Ovechkin added two more goals during those two games to 
give him the 12th 45-goal season of his career, bringing him 
two goals closer to another 50-goal season, and give him 
775 goals for his career to help him keep gaining ground on 
Gordie Howe and Wayne Gretzky. 

Wild storm back against Kings 

After allowing three goals in the first 10 minutes against the 
Los Angeles Kings, the Minnesota Wild were able to storm 
back with six consecutive goals to get a 6-3 win. The Kings 
have now lost three games in a row and five of their past 
seven games and are now clinging to a playoff spot in the 
Pacific Division. Their playoff spot seemed secure just a 
couple of weeks ago and they are now just two points ahead 
of the Golden Knights. The Wild, meanwhile, snapped a two-
game losing streak with their win on Sunday to keep pace in 
the Central Division where they are competing with the St. 
Louis Blues for home-ice advantage in the First Round of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Monday’s big story 

There is only one game on Monday’s NHL schedule and it 
features the Winnipeg Jets trying to cling to their playoff 
hopes against the Montreal Canadiens. The other big story 
to watch is if Penguins forward Evgeni Malkin will face any 
supplemental discipline for his slash and cross-check against 
Nashville Predators defenseman Mark Borowiecki on 
Sunday. The incident happened at the end of the second 
period and resulted in the Nashville defender leaving the 
game with a bloody mouth and not returning. He was given a 
two-minute minor for slashing while Malkin was assessed a 
double-minor for high-sticking. 

Sunday’s NHL Scores 

Washington Capitals 4, Boston Bruins 2 
Pittsburgh Penguins 3, Nashville Predators 2 (OT) 
Minnesota Wild 6, Los Angeles Kings 3 
Tampa Bay Lightning 5, Buffalo Sabres 0 
Carolina Hurricanes 5, Anaheim Ducks 2 
Dallas Stars 6, Chicago Blackhawks 4 
Winnipeg Jets 4, Ottawa Senators 3 
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Making the Case for Each Jack Adams Candidate 

By Mike Stephens 

Fun fact: Before becoming the remarkably mediocre 
sportswriter I am now, I was intent on becoming a lawyer. 

I have a political science degree and barely-opened LSAT 
study books to prove it. 

Obviously, that did not happen. But one of the main reasons 
that placed me hot on the path to law school is that my 
parents always told me, through gritted teeth, that I was very 
good at arguing. 

So, that's what I'm going to do today. 

With you lovely readers as the jury, I'm going to select the 
four leading candidates for the Jack Adams Award this 
season and present a case -- pro bono, of course -- for why 
each should take home the hardware. 

Let's do this, shall we? Court is now in session.  

Darryl Sutter - Calgary Flames  

Record: 43-19-9, 95 points, First in Pacific Division 

Did you know that Darryl Sutter grew up on a farm? Well, 
Darryl Sutter grew up on a farm. It's very important that you 
know this.  

And if what he's done with the Calgary Flames this year is 
any indication, he's a darn good farmer, too.  

Honestly, I thought the Flames were done heading into this 
season. The writing at least appeared to be on the wall, with 
the Johnny Gaudreau-Sean Monahan pairing having taken 
the team as far as they could go, Matthew Tkachuk being 
rumored to have one foot out the door, and the Flames' 
veteran-laden roster only getting another year older.  

Turns out, I am very dumb. Who could've guessed?  

Calgary is a force to be reckoned with in 2021-22, cruising to 
a division lead after posting year-to-year improvements 
across the board in special teams, goals-for-per-game, 
goals-against-per-game, and team save percentage. 

A couple of key midseason additions from the front office 
have certainly helped the cause. But Sutter has taken a 
roster that was otherwise listless and frayed in 2021 and 
squeezed every last drop of positive value out of it, extending 
the Flames' contention window in the process despite 
dealing with an injured/ineffective Monahan since game one.  

The Jack Adams, despite supposedly honoring the league's 
best coach, usually ends up going to the skipper whose team 
best defied expectations. 

If that's the case, Sutter should be the front runner.  

Mike Sullivan - Pittsburgh Penguins  

Record: 41-21-10, 92 points, Third in Metropolitan Division 

I don't know who the Penguins angered in a previous life, but 
the curse responsible for the eternity of horrible injury luck 
they've endured is not pulling any punches this year.   

A third-place divisional finish might not scream "Coach of the 
Year" right off the bat. But the job Mike Sullivan has done to 
keep this train on the rails while his key contributors have 
dropped like flies all around him is truly remarkable.  

The Penguins have had literally every member of their top-
six miss at least 10 games due to injury this year. The team 
began the season with both Sidney Crosby and Evgeni 
Malkin on the shelf, getting the former back after a month 
while the latter didn't return to the lineup until January.  

It doesn't just stop with the stars, either. Jason Zucker, who 
is actually currently injured, has only played 32 games. 
Bryan Rust has missed over 20. The list goes on.  

Sullivan, however, has kept the Penguins in the playoff hunt 
while coaxing out a better penalty kill, decreasing the team's 
goals-against total, and improving the roster's ability to drive 
possession at even-strength.  

If they get healthy, Pittsburgh might just surprise a few 
people come playoff time. And that wouldn't be possible 
were it not for the hard work of their coach.  

Jared Bednar - Colorado Avalanche  

Record: 51-14-6, 108 points, First in Central Division  

Jared Bednar benefits from both Jack Adams' criteria -- 
earning votes for coaching the league's best team, while also 
gaining sympathy for enduring the rash of injuries he's faced 
while doing it.  

Nathan MacKinnon has missed 16 games. Gabriel 
Landeskog underwent knee surgery in early March. Nazem 
Kadri was ruled out for the season a little over a week ago. 
Devon Toews is back in the lineup at the moment but missed 
11 games throughout the season with ailments of his own.  

Bednar's case is basically Sullivan's on steroids.  

Despite losing top-line players for extended periods at each 
position group scattered all throughout the year, Bednar has 
not only managed to keep the Avalanche afloat, but make 
them as dominant as ever, icing a team that is the odds-on 
favorite to take home the President's Trophy at season's 
end.  

No matter how many blows this roster has been dealt, 
Colorado has remained the class of the league. Bednar has 
had a huge hand in making that happen.  
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Rod Brind'Amour - Carolina Hurricanes  

Record: 46-18-8, 100 points, First in Metropolitan Division 

If the Jack Adams award was instead given to the coach that 
I, personally, would want to play for the most, we wouldn't 
even be having this conversation. I'd stamp Rod 
Brind'Amour's name on my ballot after the first puck-drop of 
the eason, mail it to the NHL offices, and call it a day.  

Alas, a little more critical thinking is required here. But that 
doesn't mean Brind'Amour's standing as the consensus 
favorite is in jeopardy, either.  

Brind'Amour benefits from being in the perfect coaching 
situation, overseeing a roster of worker bees with notable 
skill sets that has seems to have been meticulously 
constructed to fit his coaching strengths.  

Every single Hurricanes player knows exactly what role they 
are meant to play. And, for the most part, they end up 

playing that role exceedingly well. It's a remarkably well-
functioning ecosystem out there in Carolina, and the 
environment responsible for fostering such a collective buy-in 
is Brind'Amour's doing.  

His players love him. He loves them back. And together 
they've evolved into a perennial contender.  

Looking at the raw numbers, and it's hard to discount 
Brind'Amour's case for back-to-back wins. The Hurricanes 
are currently chugging along at practically the exact same 
winning percentage as last year, albeit in a far larger sample 
size this time around, all while scoring more and 
surrendering fewer goals on a per-game basis.  

This is the award for "best coach", right? Well, when it comes 
to picking the guy that does the best job coaching his team, 
Brind'Amour's name can't be ignored.  

 

Jordan Staal Scores Hat Trick in Hurricanes’ 5-2 Win over Ducks 

By Brett Finger  

Fresh off of a tough last-minute loss to the New York 
Islanders on Friday night, the Carolina Hurricanes looked to 
bounce back against the playoff-eliminated Anaheim Ducks 
on Sunday. 

It was a wild 60 minutes of hockey, particularly in the 
opening 40, but the Hurricanes took care of business and 
took down the Ducks by a final score of 5-2. 

Defense was optional in the opening period. 

Just 1:17 into the game, the Hurricanes opened the scoring 
by way of an Andrei Svechnikov deflection in the slot that 
bounced its way by John Gibson. 

Less than four minutes later, Nino Niederreiter centered a 
pass to Jordan Staal for Carolina’s second goal of the 
evening - goal number 11 for the Canes’ number 11. 

Just over a minute after that, the Ducks got on the board 
thanks to a long-range knuckler from Josh Mahura that 
Frederik Andersen couldn’t track, making it a 2-1 game. 

Three minutes later, Max Domi found Jordan Martinook in 
front of the Anaheim net, and the winger found the back of 
the net for his fourth goal of the season to make it 3-1. 

Two minutes later, Troy Terry gorgeously dove and shoveled 
a loose puck by Andersen with one hand for his 32nd goal of 
the season to bring the game within a goal once again. 

Thankfully, things slowed down after the fifth goal in the span 
of 10:30. A four-on-four sequence immediately followed the 
second Ducks goal, but no goals came of that, and the same 
went for the Hurricanes on their first power play of the game 
late in the period. 

There were a whopping 27 shots and five goals in period 
one, but Carolina picked up the majority in both of those 
categories. 

The second period brought more fireworks, just no goals. 

Things went smoothly for most of the period, but at 14:25 of 
the third period, Svechnikov tripped Ryan Getzlaf with his 
outstretched leg, and everyone got very mad. 

Anaheim’s Getzlaf, Gerry Mayhew, and Adam Henrique all 
got roughing minors, while Svechnikov got his lone tripping 
penalty and Seth Jarvis also went for roughing. 

The Hurricanes got a power play out of the ordeal, but they 
failed to capitalize, thanks in large part to the stellar 
performance of Gibson in the Anaheim net. Gibson went on 
to stop all 18 shots he saw in the middle frame, and 
Andersen responded with a lighter nine-for-nine at the other 
end of the ice to keep the game at 3-2 heading into the third 
period. 

The pace of play slowed to a near halt in the early stages of 
period three. The two clubs combined for just three shots on 
goal in the first 8:37 of the frame before Vincent Trocheck’s 
high-sticking penalty. 

Carolina killed the penalty, and moments later, they scored 
the dagger. 

Staal cleaned up a rebound just outside the crease and put 
the puck into a wide-open net for his second goal of the night 
to make it 4-2 before the final five minutes of the game, and 
then the captain added his third goal of the night on a shot 
from the neutral zone with 68 seconds to go to make it 5-2. 

They improved to 47-18-8 with the win. They’ll hit the ice 
again on Tuesday night when they make a trip to Madison 
Square Garden for a huge divisional matchup with the New 
York Rangers.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Slavin, Staal, Svechnikov on home win over Ducks 

By Brett Finger and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes bounced back from their 
disappointing loss to the New York Islanders with a rousing 
5-2 win over the Anaheim Ducks on Sunday night. 

Led by Jordan Staal’s hat trick, the Canes were dangerous 
early and often before locking things down in the third period. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Jaccob Slavin, Jordan Staal, and Andrei 
Svechnikov spoke to the media following the game: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Staal’s hat trick: That line has been good for a long time. 
He’s been good. I don’t know if anything is different. He got a 
couple goals tonight, big ones obviously at crucial times in 
the game. Good for him. He’s playing well. He always does.  

On the team staying focused: I thought it was a good 60 
minutes the whole night. The penalties we took kind of took 
us out of the flow in the second. We were going really well, 
and then we got a couple of penalties. That kind of weirded 
things out for a little bit, but I felt like we just got back to it. A 
really good effort tonight, for sure.  

On Max Domi: Everyone was good tonight. Everybody was 
good tonight. We moved him to a new position, and he 
handled that well. That line was good. We didn’t get them out 
that much because they were rolling three lines, so it was a 
little bit tougher. But when they were out there, they were 
super effective.  

On Svechnikov staying composed: Yeah, we don’t want him 
in the box. When he can keep his cool. Like you said, it was 
a clean hit and then some cheap shots after. Whatever. That 
fact that he is staying out of the box the best he can, he’s 
doing a better job for sure.  

On the power play: It was great. We had a lot of good looks. 
We got in and had zone time. The second power play, two of 
our guys were out so we kind of mixed and matched the unit, 
but they got some good looks. It was good. Penalty kill was 
great. Everything was good tonight.  

On Svechnikov’s physicality come playoff time: Yeah, he 
plays playoff hockey. There’s no doubt about it. We’ve seen 
that already for a couple years. I’m not worried about him.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On Staal stealing the thunder of his 500th game: That’s 
perfect. I love that. Fly under the radar. I’m always happy to 
see the big man put the puck in the net.  

On everyone being happy when Staal finds the scoresheet: 
Exactly. I was probably more pumped for him than he was 
for himself. He’s our leader. He brings it every single night. 
Night in and night out, he’s always working hard. He cares 
about the game a lot. He cares about the guys in the locker 
room. I know I look up to him as a player and a person, so 
when you see guys get rewarded like that it’s special. 

On both teams settling in after the start: A little bit. Came out 
hot. Some weird bounces. It settled down there a little bit. 
We got to our game and got to letting our forwards go to 
work, and that’s what happened.  

On Svechnikov’s hit: It’s a physical game. I think the hit itself 
was clean. Obviously the emotions after that get going and 
the stuff after that is what it is. But I think the initial hit itself 
was just a good body-on-body hit.  

On how the physicality in Svechnikov’s game has evolved: I 
don’t know if I would say evolving. I don’t think he’s every 
shied away from the physical part of the game. I think where 
he’s grown is the retaliation stuff. He’s not slashing guys as 
much or cross checking guys as much when they come at 
him. He’s just trying to stay out of the box that way. But he’s 
always been a physical kid. He’s never shied away from it.  

On getting the win: It’s huge. Obviously we haven’t had our 
best hockey of late the past couple weeks. To get the win, 
we played well for the most part. That’s huge. Hopefully we 
can keep that momentum going into the rest — what have 
we got, 10 games left — hopefully we can keep that 
momentum going and take advantage of it.  

Jordan Staal 

On when his last hat trick was: I’m not sure. It was in 
Pittsburgh. I haven’t had one here. It was nice to get that 
tonight. It was a good effort. Obviously my linemates are a 
big part of that. It was a fun night.  

On the pride he takes in being ‘the force that moves the team 
forward’: I just try to play my game. That’s being reliable and 
being strong on both ends. When the puck starts to go in, it 
always feels good. But I just continue to play that solid game 
that everyone needs to play to help us win.  

On if he’s thinking about the hat trick when he goes out with 
the net empty: Usually try not to, but it was kind of on the 
back of my mind a little bit. Great play by Tony [DeAngelo] 
with patience in the corner, and then [Jesper Fast] again. Not 
only setting up that second one with a great effort, but finding 
me quick there too. I needed some time for that one, so that 
was good.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On Staal: He’s been playing like a machine. 

On how he’s learned to keep his composure in physical 
games: The last time I fought, I broke my finger, and it wasn’t 
good. So I have to keep my calm, for sure. 

On Trevor Zegras’ lacrosse goal attempt: It was pretty fast 
when he did it. He even said it was his best try when he did 
it, and I think it was really good. 

On if the game was big for them to get back on track: It was 
a big game for us. We just have to focus on the next game 
and play a little bit harder. And just play our game. 
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Not Ducking around: Canes take down Anaheim, Staal scores hat trick in gritty 5-2 win  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes got back to winning ways with a 
hard-fought 5-2 victory over the Anaheim Ducks in PNC 
Arena on Sunday, April 10. 

The Canes (47-18-8) and the Ducks (29-33-12) combined for 
five goals in the first period alone, but the game turned much 
more physical down the stretch as both squads hustled, 
jostled and fought for a definitive edge over the other. In the 
end, center and team captain Jordan Staal put the game out 
of reach by completing his first hat trick as a Hurricane. 

“It was nice to get that tonight,” Staal said. “It was a good 
effort. Obviously my linemates are a big part of that. It was a 
fun night.” 

Staal’s first goal came just over five minutes into the game to 
double Carolina’s lead to 2-0 after right wing Andrei 
Svechnikov opened the scoring after just 1:17. A tricky blue-
line shot through traffic by Josh Mahura put Anaheim on the 
board just over a minute after Staal’s goal, but left wing 
Jordan Martinook reset the Canes lead to two goals on a 
slick assist by center Max Domi. 

Team. Hockey.   pic.twitter.com/3b99wAh3Yo 

— x-Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) April 10, 2022 

“Everybody was good tonight,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We moved [Domi] to a new position and he 
handled that well. That line was good. We didn’t get them out 
that much because they were rolling three lines, so it was a 
little bit tougher. But when they were out there, they were 
super effective.” 

Down 3-1 after just nine and a half minutes, the Ducks 
ramped up the physicality for the rest of the game. Troy 
Terry capitalized on a big pile-up in the Carolina crease, 
laying out for a loose puck to sweep it into the net to make it 
3-2. Goaltender Frederik Andersen could not get over to stop 
the shot due to the mass of bodies in the blue paint, but the 
referees held up the goal, ruling that defenseman Brett 
Pesce prevented a Ducks skater from leaving the crease. 

The officials rule that Brett Pesce caused the contact, so the 
goal counts. pic.twitter.com/icJmAle99c 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) April 10, 2022 

Svechnikov led the Canes in chirps for the night, jawing back 
and forth with multiple Ducks over the course of the game, 
though the tone was not always negative. Svechnikov 
arguably has the greatest affinity for lacrosse goals in the 

league, but one player that could rival him is Anaheim’s 
Trevor Zegras. Zegras had the only lacrosse goal attempt of 
the game, a third-period shot that Andersen denied, but 
Svech and Zegras seemed to bond over their patented 
moves later in the game. 

"Bro, how much fun are lax goals?""So much fun, bro" 
pic.twitter.com/HmlXgWLQr7 

— x-Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) April 11, 2022 

On the other hand, Svechnikov also played a starring role in 
a series of scuffles between Carolina and Anaheim in the 
second period, so it wasn’t all smiles for Svech by any 
means. Ducks defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk was the first to 
engage Svechnikov in any significant behind-the-play 
shenanigans, but Shattenkirks’ slash on Svech just before 
Shattenkirk retreated to the bench lit the fuse for a big brawl 
later the second period. 

Svechnikov got back at Shattenkirk with a thunderous hit 
during the next shift. Although it was a clean connection, the 
Ducks nevertheless voiced their discontent before switching 
over to more physical negotiations on the next faceoff. 
Svechnikov got hit to the ice by two Ducks players, causing a 
massive melee to commence. 

When the dust settled, five players in total were sent to the 
sin bin. Svechnikov got two minutes for tripping while center 
Seth Jarvis, Adam Henrique, Ryan Mayhew and Getzlaf all 
got two for roughing. Carolina couldn’t quite score on the 
following power play, or on any power play on the night for 
that matter, Brind’Amour was pleased with the improvement 
in quality following Friday’s disappointing showing against 
the New York Islanders. 

“It was great,” Brind’Amour said. “We had a lot of good looks. 
We got in and had zone time. The second power play, two of 
our guys were out so we kind of mixed and matched the unit, 
but they got some good looks.” 

Adding onto the milestones of the evening, defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin skated in his 500th career game in the win. 
The career Hurricane stayed humble after the game, keeping 
the focus on Staal’s big night. 

“That’s perfect, I love that,” Slavin said. “‘Fly under the radar.’ 
I’m always happy to see the big man put the puck in the net.” 

The 27-year-old Slavin has plenty of time to tack onto that 
total, with his next opportunity to take the ice coming on 
Tuesday, April 12 when Carolina travels north to face off 
against the New York Rangers. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 
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Wolves whiz past Monsters 

Chicago Wolves forward Stefan Noesen became the first 
American Hockey League player in 11 years to reach the 40-
goal mark as the Wolves rolled to a 5-2 victory over the 
Cleveland Monsters Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards Spencer Smallman, Andrew Poturalski and Noel 
Gunler and defenseman Jalen Chatfield also scored for the 
Wolves (44-13-5-5), who trimmed their magic number to 3 for 
the team’s fifth Central Division title in the last six years. 

Not only did Noesen become the first AHL player since 2010-
11 to score 40 goals, he became the first Wolves player 
since Brett Sterling and Darren Haydar in 2006-07 to hit 40. 

“(Noesen) could probably have more than 40,” said Wolves 
head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “He was snake-bitten early in 
the season, but he gets hot. He’s just hard to defend. He’s 
our engine. He makes us go.’ 

But it was Smallman who opened the scoring for the second 
day in a row — albeit two periods sooner than Saturday’s 2-1 
overtime win over Manitoba. Ryan Suzuki carried the puck 
into the zone down the left wing, spotted Smallman entering 
the high slot and fed him for a wrister that whizzed past 
goaltender Cam Johnson’s glove at the 3:00 mark of the first. 

Noesen entered Wolves history 51 seconds into the second 
period as Chicago’s forecheck forced a turnover deep in the 
offensive zone. Poturalski fired a shot from the left circle that 
Johnson stopped, but the puck dropped at his feet. Noesen 
swooped in and poked the puck across the goal line to join 
Steve Maltais, Rob Brown, Chris Marinucci, Sterling and 
Haydar as Chicago’s only 40-goal scorers in the franchise’s 
28-year history. 

Chatfield took his turn at 2:52 of the second as Ivan Lodnia 
worked the puck ahead to Smallman on the left wing. He 

spied Chatfield roaming down the middle and sent the puck 
back to him for a clear snipe from the high slot to make it 3-0. 

Poturalski delivered his 25th goal of the year 5:06 into the 
second. He chased down a Richard Panik pass at the right 
boards near the blue line, swept behind the net and stuffed a 
wraparound past Johnson. Panik earned his first point in a 
Wolves uniform as the lead moved to 4-0. 

Cleveland (24-30-8-5) responded with goals from 
defenseman Thomas Schemitsch and forward Trey Fix-
Wolansky to cut the margin to 4-2 at the 9:47 mark of the 
second. 

After the Wolves killed off a Cleveland power play, Gunler 
produced his first North American pro goal to regain 
momentum for the Wolves. The 20-year-old from Sweden, 
playing his third game in North America, whistled a shot from 
the left circle that banked off a Monsters defenseman into the 
net for a 5-2 lead at 13:26. Vasily Ponomarev, the Wolves’ 
other 20-year-old second-round draft pick playing his third 
AHL game, earned the primary assist. 

Wolves goaltender Alex Lyon (17-7-3) earned 23 saves in 
the win as the AHL’s No. 2 goaltender dropped his goals-
against average to 2.18. Johnson (4-6-3) stopped 20 of 25 
shots in the first two periods before giving way to Linden 
Marshall for the third. Marshall made 12 saves in his AHL 
debut. 

The Wolves head to Texas for a three-game stretch that 
begins Wednesday, then return home to face the Rockford 
IceHogs on Tuesday, April 19, for the final Craft Beer Night 
of the season. To find the best ticket specials, contact a 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260297940.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260300285.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/staal-notches-hat-trick-hurricanes-beat-ducks-5-2/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-staal-records-hat-trick-as-canes-top-ducks-five-to-two/c-332857818 

https://www.nhl.com/news/anaheim-ducks-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-332812796 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-andrei-svechnikov-frederik-andersen-jordan-martinook-3466e9a6d79586463fc2e57ce90a9a44 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-rangers-artemi-panarin-teuvo-teravainen-67c8255439aa472c94a3e23b617f0814 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/04/11/nhl-rink-wrap-sidney-crosby-reaches-1400-to-lead-pittsburgh-penguins-hat-trick-for-jordan-staal/ 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/making-the-case-for-each-jack-adams-candidate 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/10/23019533/jordan-staal-scores-hat-trick-in-carolina-hurricanes-5-2-win-over-anaheim-ducks-andersen-

getzlaf 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/10/23019622/they-said-it-brindamour-slavin-staal-svechnikov-on-carolina-hurricanes-win-over-anaheim-

ducks-nhl 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/not-ducking-around-canes-take-down-anaheim-staal-scores-hat-trick-in-gritty-5-2/article_20557484-b93f-

11ec-a386-f3b1ab4ece17.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/10/wolves-whiz-past-monsters/ 
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Svechnikov-Getzlaf collision leaves Ducks — and fans — angry with the 
Hurricanes’ forward 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

Andrei Svechnikov was enemy No. 1 in Anaheim Sunday night, despite 
the Hurricanes and Ducks playing each other only twice per season. 

The reason: A wayward leg in the second period that felled Ducks 
captain Ryan Getzlaf and sent him tumbling to the ice near the penalty 
boxes. 

Earlier in the game, Svechnikov was aggressive — as he usually is — 
and physical. The biggest of hits hits was a thunderous check on 
defender Kevin Shattenkirk far enough from the boards to send the 
veteran blueliner crashing first to the ice and then into the wall. 

Getzlaf took exception to that hit, they jawed, but nothing came of it. 

Later, with about 5:30 to play in the second, Getzlaf skated through the 
center zone and Svechnikov appeared to notice him late and reacted to 
slow him down — with his leg. 

The contact sent both players tumbling. Getzlaf bounced up first and 
moved toward Svechnikov, but his teammates got there first. Play 
stopped and the teams converged near the officials’ circle in front of the 
penalty boxes. 

In the scrum, Getzlaf, Gerry Mahew and Adam Henrique got some jabs 
in — Getzlaf landed a couple of glove-less punches around the linesmen, 

who were trying to control the situation. Seth Jarvis and Brett Pesce were 
among the players in the fracas for the Canes. 

“He is not going gently into that good night, that is for sure,” Anaheim 
coach Dallas Eakins said of Getzlaf after the game. “That’s why you love 
him. His moral compass, and his character and his leadership are 
second to none. If you think he’s just going to go out there and twirl 
around for his last few games, you’re sadly mistaken. He’s going to go 
out swinging.” 

Andrei Svechnikov lays several big hits on Ducks players. Ryan Getzlaf 
wants to fight him. 

Then this happens... pic.twitter.com/IjfDDZozjK 

— Brady Trettenero (@BradyTrett) April 10, 2022 

Svechnikov was assessed a two-minute minor for tripping — the initial 
call — and Jarvis, Getzlaf, Mahew and Henrique all picked up roughing 
minors. 

“I mean, it’s normal, he got mad,” Svechnikov said after the game. 
“Maybe I hit him, maybe not, but it’s normal.” 

The fray sent hockey twitter into a fuss, with multiple people calling 
Svechnikov “dirty, “soft,” a “coward,” a “wuss,” and much worse. 

“That was a lot more than an oops entanglement,” wrote Eric Stephens, 
who covers the Ducks for The Athletic. “Getzlaf ran hot but stayed short 
of going berserk.” 

The game continued after the penalties — official let the Ducks’ 
contingent out from the box first, followed by the Canes players at the 
next stoppage — and there were no further incidents. 

Svechnikov finished the game with a pair of points — a goal and an 
assist — in the Canes’ 5-2 win over the Ducks. 
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Getzlaf, the Ducks’ longtime captain who announced earlier this month 
he will retire at season’s end, was held pointless in his return to action 
from a foot injury, playing primarily third-line minutes. 
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Hurricanes ride Jordan Staal hat trick to big win over Ducks, stay atop 
Metro division 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

It was hard to find much fault in the Carolina Hurricanes’ 5-2 win Sunday 
over the Anaheim Ducks, and Rod Brind’Amour didn’t try. 

“It was a good 60 minutes, the whole night,” the Canes coach said. 
“Everybody was good tonight. Everything was good.” 

Especially rewarding for Brind’Amour was seeing his team captain, 
Jordan Staal, score his first hat trick with the Hurricanes. It was Staal’s 
first three-goal game since the 2012 Stanley Cup playoffs with the 
Pittsburgh Penguins and his first in the regular season since 2008 with 
the Pens -- the longest span between regular-season hat tricks in NHL 
history at 4,898 days. 

“That line has been good for a long time and he’s been good,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that anything was different but he got a 
couple of goals tonight. Big ones, obviously, at crucial times of the game. 

“Good for him. He’s playing well. He always does.” 

The victory, two days after a gut-punch loss to the New York Islanders, 
lifted the Canes (47-18-8) to 102 points, restoring a two-point lead over 
the New York Rangers in the Metropolitan Division. The Canes and 
Rangers play Tuesday in New York. 

Staal scored his first goal in the opening period, going top-shelf to beat 
goalie John Gibson and give the Canes a 2-0 lead after Andrei 
Svechnikov had scored off a redirection. His second came with 6:18 left 
in regulation and Carolina protecting a 3-2 lead, Staal scoring from the 
slot off a crisp pass from Nino Niderreiter after a good forechecking shift 
by the line. 

The hats began to fly on the ice with 1:08 remaining after the Ducks 
pulled Gibson for an extra attacker and Staal found the empty net. 
Niederreiter and winger Jesper Fast each finished with two assists as the 
Staal line continued its heavy, productive play and Staal had his second 
multi-goal performance in the past three games. 

“It was nice to get that tonight and it was a good effort,” Staal said. 
“Obviously my linemates were a big part of that and it was a fun night.” 

So ended a game that had a fast start -- five goals scored in the first 
period -- and some mayhem in the second period with Svechnikov in the 
middle of it all. Canes goalie Frederik Andersen ended a three-game 
losing streak, picking up his 34th win with a 23-save outing. 

Troy Terry scored his 32nd of the season for the Ducks (29-33-12) and 
defenseman Josh Mahura his second, but the Canes’ did not allow 
center Trevor Zegras to perform any offensive wizardry. Zegras has two 
lacrosse-type goals in a special rookie season and tried for a third 
Sunday but Andersen had the post sealed. 

Svechnikov, who produced two lacrosse goals a few years ago, has seen 
Zegras’ two and called them “sick.” And while he had a goal and assist 
Sunday, Svechnikov’s signature play might have been when he plastered 
defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk into the boards late in the second period. 

It was a clean hit, but very, very hard, separating Shattenkirk from his 
stick and nearly his helmet. 

“It’s a physical game and I think the hit itself was clean and then 
obviously emotions after that get going,” Canes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. 

A few minutes later, Svechnikov tripped center Ryan Getzlaf in the 
neutral zone. The Ducks’ Adam Henrique skated in quickly and hit 
Svechnikov in the back, and suddenly there were players grabbing 
players, helmets and gloves on the ice and the refs and linesmen doing 
their best to try and restore order. 

Svechnikov kept his cool and did not cause the hectic scene to escalate 
further although he and Seth Jarvis ended up in the penalty box. 

“He’s never shied away from the physical part of the game,” Slavin said 
of Svechnikov. “Where he has grown is the retaliation stuff, not slashing 
guys as much or cross-checking guys as much when they come at him. 
But he’s always been a physical kid.” 

But the game’s first star was Staal, No. 11, the captain. Svechnikov might 
have put it best when he said, “He’s been playing like a machine and he 
deserves it.” 

LONGEST SPAN BETWEEN REGULAR-SEASON HAT TRICKS 

Jordan Staal -- Nov. 11, 2008 to April 10, 2022 (4,898 days) 

Dit Clapper -- March 9, 1933 to Feb. 17, 1945 (4,363 days). 

Woody Dumart -- Dec. 25, 1939 to March 4, 1951 (4,087 days) 

Guy Charbonneau -- Jan. 6, 1983 to Dec. 27, 1993 (4,008 days) 

Matt Duchene -- Nov. 4, 2011 to Nov. 20, 2021 (3,669 days) 

Source: NHL 
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Artemi Panarin raising his game to deliver what Rangers envisioned 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

Nearly 17 months after the Rangers sent out the unforgettable rebuild 
letter in February 2018, Artemi Panarin took his talents to New York to 
the tune of $81.5 million over seven years. 

The credit for landing the biggest fish on the free-agent market at the 
time goes to the organization’s former managerial duo of president John 
Davidson and general manager Jeff Gorton. Panarin has been everything 
the Rangers needed him to be, and now the star winger is leading the 
club to its first playoff berth in five years. 

“We sent the letter out, and then we signed a big ticket,” Chris Kreider 
said while looking over at Panarin sitting next to him after the Rangers’ 
playoff-clinching victory over the Senators on Saturday, “I think we more 
reloaded than rebuilt in a lot of ways.” 

Panarin, who leads the Rangers with 88 points, extended his point streak 
to four games and recorded his 11th three-point game with a goal and 
two assists. Since Panarin entered the NHL in 2015-16, only the Oilers’ 
star duo of Connor McDavid (81) and Leon Draisaitl (61) have more 
three-point games than Panarin’s 59. 

Post Sports+ members, sign up to have Mollie Walker text you the latest 
word on the Rangers and reply with your thoughts and questions. Not a 
Sports+ member yet? Try it now. 

It was also Panarin’s 18th multi-assist outing of the season, which is tied 
with the likes of Mark Messier, Brian Leetch and Jean Ratelle for the 
most by a Ranger in a single season. 
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“A little overall,” Panarin said through a translator when asked if he’s 
elevated his game of late. “Obviously, I kind of do want to be even better 
than I am, I do try.” 

Even in a season where he’s looked a tad off at times — more hesitant 
with the puck and less imposing in certain situations — Panarin has still 
managed to impact games more often than not. 

But lately, the Russian has been consistently spectacular at a crucial 
time in the season. Panarin has five goals and 12 assists for 17 points 
over the last 12 games. Even without Ryan Strome for four games, 
Panarin didn’t slow down and made it work with trade-deadline 
acquisition Andrew Copp. 

“He always does things every single night that just make us roll our eyes 
on the bench,” Kreider said of Panarin. “Stuff that no one else can do. I 
don’t think he’s any different than anyone else on our team, he 
understands that we were on the precipice of making the playoffs and 
he’s a big-game player to go along with all the things that he does so 
incredibly well — that no one else can do. He obviously raised his level, 
that’s just Arty.” 

Gerard Gallant became the 15th Rangers head coach to qualify for the 
playoffs in his first season with the club. 
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Rangers set eyes on winning Metro division after securing playoff spot 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

After handily qualifying for playoffs, the Rangers aren’t settling.  

The Rangers allowed themselves just Saturday night to celebrate 
achieving their No. 1 goal of securing a spot in the postseason and 
earning a chance to compete for the Stanley Cup. With the Hurricanes 
coming to the Garden on Tuesday, however, the race for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division officially begins for the Rangers.  

Their sights are now set on attaining home ice and having a strong finish 
to what has already been a riveting regular season.  

“Enjoy it a little bit, be proud of ourselves,” said Chris Kreider, who is one 
goal shy of the coveted 50 mark and five tallies away from tying Jaromir 
Jagr’s single-season franchise record. “But we want home ice. We want 
to keep pushing, keep climbing.”  

Carolina took sole possession of the top spot in the division with a 5-2 
win over the Ducks on Sunday night. But after trailing the Hurricanes for 
most of the season, the Rangers have closed the gap with a 7-2-1 record 
over the last 10 games and are just two points back in the standings. 

Between the Rangers’ recent play and the Hurricanes going 5-3-2 over 
that same span, there’s a strong possibility the top of the Metro could see 
some movement over the final three weeks of the regular season. The 
two teams will square off one more time after Tuesday, as well.  

If they were to take over first place in the division, the Rangers could face 
the Lightning in the first round of the playoffs.  

“A rising tide lifts all ships,” Kreider said. “Ultimately, us making the 
playoffs and having an opportunity to win home ice has been the primary 
focus.”  

Head coach Gerard Gallant talked about how the Rangers’ belief really 
started to come through just after Christmas, when the team went on a 7-
3 tear and it wasn’t just because goalie Igor Shesterkin was standing on 
his head.  

In acknowledging that the Rangers have won in a lot of different ways 
this year, Gallant noted that there’s still nine games left to achieve new 
goals. Kreider echoed that sentiment, and reinforced the Rangers’ desire 
to continue trending upwards.  

“Being able to find ways to win games during the season was certainly 
important for us,” Kreider said. “But I don’t think any team is happy with 
where their game is. Game 1 through 10, 10 through 20, you want to 
continuously improve. You need to improve. If you’re not getting better as 
a group and not playing on instinct, and really having a grasp on what 
you’re trying to do as a group and what you’re trying to do from a 
systems standpoint, at this point in the year, you’re in trouble.  

“It’s something we’ve talked about all year was continuously improving, 
continuously growing as a group. Obviously, having a relatively young 
team, still, you saw that improvement every single day. I think that’s a big 
part of why there was such a good buzz and such a good energy.  

“Ultimately, finding ways to win and get two points at any point in the 
season is incredibly important and just always trying to improve, trusting 
the process.” 
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Playoff-bound Rangers still have more work to do with nine games left 

Rangers celebrate after scoring a goal against Senators goaltender 
Anton Forsberg during the second period of an NHL game in New York 
Rangers on Saturday. Credit: Noah K. Murray 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

When training camp began last fall, the Rangers were not interested in 
declaring what was obvious to everyone watching: Making the playoffs 
this season was a must for a group that had finished its four-year rebuild 
and was ready to open the window on its next era of Stanley Cup 
contention. 

But even if they wouldn’t say it publicly, they all knew the deal. 

“I think everyone knew the feeling,’’ Ryan Strome said after the Rangers 
clinched their first playoff berth in five years with a 5-1 win over the 
Ottawa Senators on Saturday. “I think we understood. You know, you 
look at our roster, you’ve got some of the best players in the world, some 
young talent, a little bit of everything, [including] probably the best goalie 
in the world. 

“I mean, it’s time,’’ he said. 

So, mission accomplished — as far as the minimum part of the season’s 
objectives is concerned. But with nine games left in the season, the 
Rangers have more work to do. 

They’ve blown past Pittsburgh for second place in the Metropolitan 
Division and now find themselves in a battle for first place in the division 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. The Rangers (100 points) trail the 
Hurricanes — who defeated Anaheim, 5-2, on Sunday night — by two 
points. 

Coach Gerard Gallant was asked Saturday if a division title is next on the 
agenda. 

“Well, it better be,’’ he said. “You always fight for home ice [advantage]. 
You fight to get in the playoffs and then, when you’re having the season 
that we’re having, you want to get home ice. That’s the next goal.’’ 

It just so happens the Hurricanes will be visiting the Garden on Tuesday 
in the first of two contests remaining between the teams. Game on. 
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Gallant said sometime around Christmas, he started to understand the 
kind of season this could become for the Rangers. They had lost the final 
three games of a four-game trip to Seattle and Western Canada in early 
November, then ripped off an 11-1 run to improve to 17-4-3. And they 
were winning without goalie Igor Shesterkin, who was out with a groin 
injury. 

“We were playing the right ways and winning games,’’ Gallant said. “We 
weren’t winning lucky because the goalie stood on his head. And I think, 
at that time, they said, ‘You know what, we’ve got something special.’ ’’ 

“[Making the playoffs] was something we talked about in the beginning of 
the year,’’ said Chris Kreider, who scored his 48th and 49th goals 
Saturday, tying Mike Gartner for fourth-most in a season in franchise 
history. “Get into the dance, punch our ticket. 

“Now it’s about building our game. Trying to secure home ice. And 
getting ourselves ready.’’ 

For bigger and better things. 
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Detroit Red Wings free agents: Here's who Steve Yzerman should 
extend, who should exit 

 

Helene St. James 

 

In a few weeks general manager Steve Yzerman will be conducting exit 
interviews with a select group of Detroit Red Wings players eligible for 
unrestricted free agency. 

During his three years in charge of the Wings, Yzerman has overseen an 
infusion of young talent, balanced with adding savvy veterans and re-
signing several players he inherited from the previous regime. As much 
as the success of the rebuild relies on young players coming in and 
playing key roles, older players have performed a valuable role in helping 
the Wings show growth this season.  

MORE: Jake Walman, Oskar Sundqvist have been great. Do they fit the 
rebuild? 

There are 11 forwards, four defensemen and one goaltender under 
contract through next season. Restricted free agents include forwards 
Filip Zadina and Mitchell Stephens and defensemen Jake Walman and 
Olli Juolevi. The Wings own their rights, so their contracts can be 
handled at leisure. 

When it comes to the UFAs, Yzerman is expected to let them know soon 
after the season ends April 29 whether he’s interested in keeping them. 
There's a case to be made for at least two of them, but there also are 
instances where the time has come to part. 

D Danny DeKeyser 

DeKeyser, 32, is finishing a six-year, $30 million contract. He hasn’t been 
the effective workhorse he was in his prime since undergoing major back 
surgery in December 2019. He’s been able to contribute because he’s a 
smart, calm player, but placing him on waivers multiple times over the 
past year is a clear indication he isn’t part of the future. 

F Sam Gagner 

Gagner, 32, had 11 goals among 27 points after 70 games, a solid output 
considering he averages around 13 minutes. He’s a great all-around pro 
and excellent mentor, especially because he was a high pick himself (No. 
6, 2007) so he knows what that kind of pressure is like. Gagner can play 
center or right wing, is good on the penalty kill and can spot onto the 

power play if needed. Yzerman already has extended Gagner twice for 
one year, $850,000, after acquiring him at the 2020 trade deadline. At 
that contract he’s a bargain, and one worth extending for depth. 

G Thomas Greiss 

Greiss, 36, is on the tail end of a two-year, $7.2 million deal. He has had 
some standout performances (April 6 at Winnipeg, March 12 at Calgary, 
Feb. 17 at New York Rangers) where he provided his teammates the 
chance to win, but he’s been pulled four times, and that doesn’t include 
the two times he replaced Alex Nedeljkovic only to struggle so much the 
Wings went back to Nedeljkovic. Overall, the stats (3.63 goals-against 
average, .890 save percentage in 24 starts, 27 appearances) show the 
Wings are better off looking for a new backup goalie. 

F Carter Rowney 

Rowney, 32, has six points and a minus-4 rating in 26 games. He did a 
serviceable job centering the fourth line, but he hasn’t had much of an 
opportunity to make a case for himself because he’s been hindered by 
injuries. He was signed last summer for $825,000, and there seems little 
reason to extend him, especially if Stephens is retained. When both were 
healthy, Rowney was scratched on multiple occasions. 

D Marc Staal, UFA 

Staal, 35, celebrated his 1,000th game March 12. He brings size (6 feet 
4, 208 pounds) and physicality to the back end and an overall calming 
presence to the lineup. He’s a great mentor to guys like Moritz Seider. 
Staal is on pace to play 73 games and played all 56 games last season. 
He’s the only player on the team to have appeared in more than 60 
games who has a season-long plus rating. Staal could have opted to 
chase a Stanley Cup, but he has been vocal about how much he likes 
playing for the Wings. He’s coming off a one-year, $2 million deal. The 
only left-side defenseman under contract through next season is Jordan 
Oesterle (and he can play right side, too). Walman, a trade-deadline 
acquisition, has made a favorable impression toward being resigned. 
Keeping Staal would still leave room if 2021 first-round pick Simon 
Edvinsson is ready to challenge for a spot next season. Staal was named 
an alternate captain at the start of this season, and he’s the leading UFA 
who should be extended. 

Contact Helene St. James at hstjames@freepress.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @helenestjames. Read more on the Detroit Red Wings and sign 
up for our Red Wings newsletter. Her book, The Big 50: The Detroit Red 
Wings is available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Triumph Books. 
Personalized copies available via her e-mail.  
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Why some Frozen Four stars might pack a punch for Detroit Red Wings 
down the road 

 

Ryan Ford 

 

The NCAA hockey season wrapped up Saturday night in Boston as 
Denver rallied from a 1-0 deficit to score five goals in the third period for 
a 5-1 win over Minnesota State. The national title is the Pioneers’ ninth, 
tying them with Michigan hockey for the most in Division I history. (It’s 
also the Pios’ fourth this century — to go with wins in 2004, 2005 and 
2017 — while the Wolverines haven’t won a title since 1998.) 

Denver led the nation in scoring, entering the Frozen Four averaging 
4.28 goals a game; the Pioneers then slowed down, slightly, with three 
goals in their national semifinal win over U-M. Still, there was a lot of 
offense, and that’s good news for the Detroit Red Wings, who own the 
draft rights to three Pioneers who had strong NCAA tournaments. Let’s 
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take a look at how that trio fared, plus a pair of Frozen Four participants 
(who didn’t play for Michigan; we’re pretty sure you’ve heard all about 
them by now) who could be of interest to the Wings. 

F Carter Mazur, Denver 

The Jackson product was drafted by the Wings in the third round (No. 70 
overall) last summer and hasn’t disappointed in his first season in the 
Mile High City. He finished with 14 goals, good for a sixth-place tie on the 
Pios’ roster (again, they score a lot) and 24 assists, tied for fifth. His plus-
23 rating was third. 

That was boosted by his game against Minnesota State: Mazur assisted 
on Denver’s third and fifth goals. He was the only Pioneer with multiple 
points, and he also had two shots and finished with a plus-2 rating. 
Mazur only had one other point in the NCAA tournament, but it was a big 
one: He fired the puck toward the net with less than three minutes to go 
in a tied first-round game against UMass Lowell, and teammate Cameron 
Wright deflected it into the net to keep the Pioneers from being upset in 
front of essentially a home crowd in Loveland, Colorado — about an hour 
outside of Denver. 

STAYING IN ANN ARBOR: Michigan holds onto goalie Erik Portillo for 
next season 

D Shai Buium, Denver 

Buium grew up in southern California as a big Wings fan — "Growing up, 
Detroit was my favorite team when Nicklas Lidstrom and Pavel Datsyuk 
were there," Buium said in July. "They were my two favorite players.” 
This made the Wings’ selection of him in the second round (No. 36 
overall) pretty much perfect. The freshman played like it this season, too, 
with three goals and 15 assists (10th among Pioneers) with a plus-18 
rating (ninth for DU) in 39 games. 

The 6-3, 220-pound blueliner turned in a solid NCAA tourney, delivering 
an assist on the go-ahead (and eventual game-winning goal) for the 
Pioneers on Saturday. Buium took a pass at the point from Wright — yes, 
him again — and fired a laser to Mike Benning, waiting in the left circle. 
Benning connected on a one-timer and suddenly the Pioneers, who had 
trailed 1-0 for nearly 30 minutes, were up 2-1. 

D Antti Tuomisto, Denver 

For as big as Tuomisto looms on the ice, with a 6-5, 210-pound frame, 
the Finn didn’t dominate the scoresheet. He finished with one goal and 
eight assists in 35 games. But the 2019 second-round pick (No. 35 
overall) was still effective on defense, wrapping things up with a plus-19 
rating, tied for seventh on the DU roster. 

One of those eight assists came in the NCAA tournament, as Tuomisto 
started the sequence that tied the game late in the first period of the 
Pioneers' 3-2 win over UMass Lowell. The sophomore took a pass from 
Bobby Brink along the boards on the right side at the top of the zone, and 
sent a crisp saucer pass to Justin Lee on the left side. Lee then fired a 
shot that was deflected by Montreal draft pick Brett Stapley for the score. 

D Akito Hirose, Minnesota State 

The last name might sound familiar; Hirose is the brother of former 
Michigan State star (and occasional Red Wings call-up) Taro Hirose. But 
Akito, an undrafted sophomore, has a couple inches on his older brother, 
listed at 6 feet and 165 pounds, while Taro is 5-10 and 170. 

After posting a goal and 14 assists last season, Hirose came into his own 
for the Mavericks; he entered Saturday’s national title game with two 
goals and 26 assists in 36 games, for a 0.67 assists-per-game rate that 
ranked 31st in the NCAA. Like almost all of the Mavericks on Saturday, 
he was held pointless, with no shots and a minus-1 rating. He showed 
some offensive skill in the first round of the tournament, with three assists 
in Minnesota State’s 4-3 win over Harvard. 

F Ben Meyers, Minnesota 

Did we save the best for last? The Red Wings are probably hoping so. At 
least, that is, if they come out on top in the battle to sign the top 
undrafted college free agent in nearly a decade. 

Meyers, the Golden Gophers’ captain, came into this season with 22 
goals and 32 assists over two seasons and a berth on the preseason All-
Big Ten team; he has done nothing but deliver on that promise, with 17 
goals and 24 assists in 41 games before the Gophers were eliminated in 
the national semifinals. He might have put up more, but he missed a 
month while playing for Team USA in the Beijing Olympics. In four games 
there, he had two goals, two assists and a plus-1 rating. 

The junior had a goal and three assists in three NCAA tournament 
games, though he was held scoreless in the Gophers’ 5-1 loss to 
Minnesota State on Thursday. He ended the season with the Big Ten 
Player of the Year award, a spot on the All-Big Ten first team, a top-three 
finish in the voting for the Hobey Baker Award (college hockey’s version 
of the Heisman Trophy) and a spot on the West All-American second 
team. 

BIG TEN TOURNEY: Michigan handles Minnesota, 4-3, to nab NCAA 
tourney berth 

The Wings are reportedly interested, with Elliotte Friedman of Sportsnet 
noting they’re a front-runner among the more than a dozen team 
pursuing Meyers. 

Even if he’s not ready to star on the NHL level, Meyers is solid in the 
faceoff circle — a skill the Wings could use after letting Luke Glendening 
sign with the Dallas Stars in the offseason. This season, Meyers won 
57.4% of his faceoffs, a number dropped only by his OK 45.6% (26-for-
57) performance in three NCAA tournament games. 

Free Press sports writer Helene St. James contributed to this report. 

Contact Ryan Ford at rford@freepress.com. Follow him on Twitter 
@theford. 
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Why the Red Wings see glimmer of hope despite missing the playoffs 
again 

 

Ted Kulfan 

 

Detroit — The Red Wings aren't going to the playoffs again, though that 
isn't startling information anymore. 

When the Washington Capitals won Saturday afternoon, it officially 
eliminated the Wings from playoff participation for a sixth consecutive 
season. 

“It’s obviously disappointing news,” said Dylan Larkin, after Saturday's 5-
4 overtime loss to Columbus. “We were close, but that doesn’t count. It’s 
still another season not in the playoffs.” 

The Wings were close, relatively speaking, at one point. In mid-January, 
the Wings were five points away from Boston for the second wild-card 
spot and optimism was flowing. 

Of course, the Bruins had played four fewer games, so the standings 
weren't totally indicative of where both teams stood. But the Wings could 
accurately say they were in a playoff race, nearly halfway into the 
season, and "playoffs" and "Red Wings" haven't been mentioned in the 
same sentence in a long time. 
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But since Feb. 14, when the Wings began the most difficult stretch of 
their schedule, they've gone 6-13-4. Chasing a wild-card spot became a 
dream. 

Still, the Wings are taking the positive of the early season as an 
indication of what kind of team they could become. 

"This year, we went into arenas and games expecting to win," Larkin 
said. "It's disappointing when you don't, but when go into a building and 
don't expect to win (such as two seasons ago, when the Wings bottomed 
out) it's a hopeless feeling.  

"This year we've had enough good players to go into building and expect 
to win and we came up short.  

"But it's definitely trending in the right direction." 

The bounce-back seasons of Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi, the dramatic 
impact of rookies Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond, strong return from 
Jakub Vrana after shoulder surgery, and late-season resurgence of 
Michael Rasmussen have been main story lines throughout the season. 

They contribute to coach Jeff Blashill's belief the Wings' future is bright. 

“There’s no doubt that the arc of the franchise is headed in the right 
direction,” Blashill said. “Three years ago we kind of bottomed out on that 
arc. It started obviously in my first year when we made the playoffs 
(2015-16), it was the first year we didn’t trade for any players. Then we 
started to trade away assets, and that’s just the reality of it. You’re going 
to arc and you’re going to hit that bottom. 

"How quickly we can all get to where we want to be I can’t answer that 
question. It depends on the growth of the players, on some new guys 
coming in, a lot of things that are unknown. But the arc of the franchise is 
headed in the right direction.” 

Blashill, whose own future with the Wings will be decided by general 
manager Steve Yzerman after the season, has been disappointed with 
the Wings' second-half slide. 

“I was happy with our growth up to that point,” Blashill said of the Wings' 
standing in January. “We had surprised people and played better than 
what other people had thought. Obviously since then we haven’t been 
very good." 

One constant from Blashill and players this season has been the 
atmosphere at Little Caesars Arena. 

Even Saturday, with two teams not headed to the playoffs and playing 
out the string in April, it was a lively and enthusiastic arena. 

“All season the fans have been there for us, the building has been loud,” 
Larkin said. “It’s the most energy it’s had since it opened. It’s great to 
see. When we start playing well, start scoring goals and finding our way 
back into games, the fans are there. 

"It’s not the result we wanted by missing the playoffs. But it’s been a 
great atmosphere all year around and we need to keep that going next 
year.” 

NCAA champions 

Three Red Wings draft picks — forward Carter Mazur (2021 third round) 
and defensemen Shai Buium (2021, second round) and Antti Tuomisto 
(2019, second round) — are NCAA champions after their Denver team 
defeated Minnesota State on Saturday, 5-1. 

Mazur (Jackson) and Buium each had third-period assists, as Denver 
won its ninth NCAA title. 

All three are expected to return to Denver, which tied Michigan for most 
NCAA championships. 

Ice chips 

The Wings rallied from a 4-2 deficit in the third period, tying Columbus, 
before losing in overtime. The Wings took too many penalties — 

Columbus had five power plays — but Blashill was pleased with the way 
the Wings rallied. 

"It’s good to see we have fight there,” Blashill said. “We’ve talked lots 
about it, so that’s definitely a positive. It’s a game sitting there to be had, 
and we have to find a way to win.” 

... Vrana had two more goals Saturday, giving him 10 in the 16 games 
since returning from shoulder surgery. 

"The last few games he’s played real good hockey," Blashill said. "He’s 
skated better, played more accountable. We want him to play winning 
hockey and the last few games he’s done a good job of playing winning 
hockey." 

... Saturday's game was the 500th of Larkin's career, and he scored his 
31st goal, bringing the Wings to within a goal in the third period. But 
Larkin was minus-4 in the game, the Wings' lost, and Larkin will not be 
putting this milestone game into his memory. 

"It’s just another game," Larkin said. "I was pretty bad and cost the team, 
so it wasn’t that much of a celebration. It would have been nice to finish 
that one up." 
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Manon Rheaume's son among 3 Mich. players selected to USA Hockey's 
U17 team 

 

Detroit News 

 

Northville's Dakoda Rheaume-Mullen, the son of Detroit Red Wings TV 
analyst and NHL pioneer goalie Manon Rheaume, was one of three 
Michigan hockey players who were selected for USA Hockey's National 
Team Development Program on Saturday. 

Rheaume-Mullen, Austin Baker (White Lake) and Lucas VanVliet 
(Livonia) are among the 23 players who will compete with the U.S. 
national under-17 team for the 2022-23 season.  

Minnesota had seven players make the team followed by Illinois with five 
and Michigan with three. 

Rheaume-Mullen is a 5-foot-11, 160-pound defenseman with the 
Honeybaked U15 team. He had 20 goals and 67 assists for 87 points in 
71 games this year. 

Manon Rheaume was the first woman to play in the NHL when she 
stopped seven of nine shots for the Tampa Bay Lightning in an exhibition 
game against the St. Louis Blues on Sept. 23, 1992. 

Rheaume is also a coach with the Little Caesars' female hockey program 
and is an analyst with Bally Sports Detroit. 

Rheaume's other son, Dylan, is a 22-year-old goaltender who played four 
years at Notre Dame and one year with Quinnipiac (10-2-1 record with a 
1.16 goals against average in 2021-22). 

Baker and VanVliet both played for the Little Caesar's U15 team this 
year. 

Baker is a 6-foot, 170-pound forward and VanVliet is a 6-foot, 165-pound 
forward. 

Detroit News LOADED: 04.11.2022 

1241321 Detroit Red Wings 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 11, 2022 

 

Red Wings: Arc of franchise headed in right direction 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – The progress the Detroit Red Wings have made this season 
is somewhat lost in their record over the past couple of months, a stretch 
during which they suffered a few blowout losses and their goals-against 
average ballooned. 

The Red Wings were one game over .500, excluding overtime/shootout 
losses, on Feb. 23. They have since gone 5-12-4 to fall to .458 in points 
percentage (28-34-10). That still is an improvement from last season 
(.429) and the year before (.275). 

“I was happy with our growth up to that point,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “I 
think we had surprised people and played better than what other people 
had thought. Obviously since then we haven’t been very good. 

“We all want to be a team fighting for a playoff spot right now. I think 
we’ve put a lot of people in positions to potentially grow and at times they 
have and at times it’s gone stagnant. Ultimately, you hope as some of 
those young people get through these experiences, they become better 
players. But in the end, we’re out of the playoffs again.” 

The Red Wings were officially eliminated from playoff contention 
Saturday, prior to their 5-4 overtime loss to Columbus. But they believe 
they have taken a step forward. 

“There’s no doubt that the arc of the franchise is headed in the right 
direction,” Blashill said. “I think three years ago we kind of bottomed out 
on that arc. It started obviously in my first year when we made the 
playoffs (2015-16); it was the first year we didn’t trade for any players. 
And then we started to trade away assets, and that’s just the reality of it. 
You’re going to arc and you’re going to hit that bottom. How quickly we 
can all get to where we want to be I can’t answer that question. That 
depends on growth of players, on some new guys coming in, a lot of 
things that are unknown.” 

The team’s most significant development was the immediate impact 
made by rookies Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond. Keys to their 
success also included bounce-back seasons from Dylan Larkin and Tyler 
Bertuzzi. 

But for Larkin, the second-year captain whose 31 goals are one short of 
his career high from 2018-19, missing the postseason for the sixth 
consecutive season is tough to take. 

“It’s obviously disappointing news,” Larkin said. “We were close but that 
doesn’t count. It’s still another season not in the playoffs.” 

The Red Wings at least were in the postseason conversation through 
mid-February, which hasn’t happened in years. 

“This year we went into games expecting to win,” Larkin said. “It’s 
disappointing when you don’t, but when you go into a building and don’t 
expect to win, it’s a hopeless feeling and this year we’ve had enough 
good players to go into buildings and expect to win and came up short. 
But it’s definitely trending in the right direction.” 

The Red Wings made a push to win their third in a row Saturday when 
Larkin and Jakub Vrana scored 58 seconds apart late in the third period 
to force overtime, when Jack Roslovic scored his third goal of the game 
for the Blue Jackets. 

“I think all season the fans have been there for us, the building has been 
loud,” Larkin said. “It’s the most energy it’s had since it opened. It’s great 
to see. When we start playing well, start scoring goals and finding our 
way back into games, the fans are there, they were loud. That was really 
exciting. It wasn’t the result we wanted and it’s not the result we wanted 
by missing the playoffs, but it’s been a great atmosphere all year around 
and we need to keep that going next year.” 
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Sixth straight win leads to 110 points: 5 takeaways from the Avalanche’s 
2-1 shootout victory at Edmonton 

 

Mike Chambers  

 

The Avalanche remained ahead of the Florida Panthers in the 
President’s Trophy race with the NHL’s best record on Saturday with a 
come-from-behind 2-1 shootout victory at Edmonton. 

Goalie Darcy Kuemper was spectacular in making 49 saves, including 11 
in overtime, plus all three in the shootout to lead the Avs, who got a late 
third-period goal from Nathan MacKinnon to force overtime. 

MacKinnon committed a penalty in OT to send the Oilers on a 4-on-3 
power play, but Kuemper stood strong and MacKinnon went on to score 
the only goal in the three-round shootout as Colorado reached a league-
best 110 points — two ahead of the Eastern Conference-leading 
Panthers. 

Here’s five takeaways from Colorado’s league-leading 52nd victory of the 
season: 

Tying the club record. The 52nd win ties the club record, now shared by 
the 2000-01 and 2013-14 teams. With 10 remaining games, the Avs are 
primed to break the record and are on track to smash the club-high 
points total of 118, set by the Stanley Cup champions of 2000-01. 

If Colorado finishes 10-0, it will finish with 130 points, one shy of the 82-
game record set by the Detroit Red Wings in 1995-96. The Tampa Bay 
Lightning had 128 in 2018-19 and the Red Wings amassed 124 in 2005-
06. The Washington Capitals round out the top five, with 121 in 2009-10 
and 120 in 2015-16. 

The Kuemperor. Kuemper’s 49 saves tied his regular-season career-
high, extending his career-best wins total to 34, tied for third in the NHL. 
Kuemper’s 11 saves in OT are tied for the most since the NHL 
implemented 3-on-3 overtime in 2005-06 (Pittsburgh’s Marc-Andre Fleury 
also had 11 against Ottawa on March 14, 2009). 

Since Jan. 1, Kuemper is tied for first in save percentage (.937) and third 
in goals-against average (2.12). He is 2-1 in shootouts this season. 

Offense from defensemen. Devon Toews’s assist on MacKinnon’s third-
period goal was the 212th point from the Avalanche blue-line this season, 
extending the club’s single-season record. Avalanche defensemen 
combined for two goals and five points in Friday’s 5-4 overtime victory at 
Winnipeg, including Cale Makar’s goal in OT. 

The Avs swept their three-game road trip, which began with 
Wednesday’s 6-4 triumph at Pittsburgh, where Toews led the blue line 
with three assists. 

MacKinnon magic. The Avs’ top-line center extended his goals and 
points streaks to four games, a stretch where he has four goals and three 
assists — plus his shootout winner on Saturday. 

MacKinnon’s streaks coincide with the four-game absence of second-line 
center Nazem Kadri, as well as the continued stretch without left wing 
and team captain Gabe Landeskog. 

Kadri and Landeskog are both expected to return from injuries in the 
coming weeks. 

Extra points. Colorado improved to 24-10-3 outside the state — the most 
road wins and road points (51) in the league and second-best road points 
percentage (.689) in the NHL.  … The Avs concluded their ninth 
consecutive-night stretch of the season and are now 7-1-1 in the second 
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game. Only the Tampa Bay Lightning (8-0-2) has a better record on the 
second night of a back-to-back set. 

Next up: The Avs don’t play again until Wednesday when they begin a 
four-game homestand against the Los Angeles Kings. Colorado will also 
host the New Jersey Devils on Thursday and the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Saturday to complete the week. 
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Chambers: Anniversary of Humboldt bus crash hits home for Avalanche 
coach Jared Bednar 

 

Mike Chambers 

 

Jared Bednar was busy Wednesday in Pittsburgh. He had just led an 
Avalanche practice at PPG Paints Arena on the heels of a 6-4 victory 
over the Penguins in the same building some 14 hours earlier. 

Colorado’s head coach wasn’t thinking about the fourth-year anniversary 
of the Humboldt Broncos bus crash that killed 16 players and team staff 
members and injured 13 others on April 6, 2018. 

Until I asked him about it. 

“I’m always thinking about it when people bring it up,” Bednar said, with 
tears beginning to emerge. 

Bednar and I have ties to Humboldt and the Broncos — his much deeper 
than mine. Bednar grew up in Saskatchewan and fulfilled his childhood 
dream of playing for the Broncos for two seasons from 1989 to 1991. He 
had old friends with sons on the bus that was bowled over by a semi-
truck driver who failed to yield at an intersection in Tisdale, Sask. 

The Broncos were on their way to face the Nipawin Hawks for Game 5 of 
their third-round playoff series in the Saskatchewan Junior Hockey 
League. 

I’m a Colorado native. But I traveled to Humboldt with my son, Anthony, 
in August 2018 — four months after the crash — for his training camp 
and preseason stint with the Broncos. Anthony moved in with a billet 
family in Humboldt and was on the Broncos’ first road trip since the crash 
for two preseason games in Alberta. 

For three weeks he was part of the rebuilding process, until becoming the 
last defenseman cut out of the preseason. Bednar and I exchanged texts 
during that time. We were both deeply involved with the community’s 
welfare — his naturally deeper than mine. 

Bednar remains a Humboldt figurehead. He spearheads the Humboldt 
Broncos Memorial Golf Tournament, which will feature another 160 
golfers for the fifth annual edition in August. 

“I spend quite a bit of time back there in the offseason now, and seeing 
the people and actually following everyone on social media now, mostly 
guys and families and whatnot,” Bednar told me in Pittsburgh. “The 
healing process is there and it’s obviously going to be ongoing, but it’s 
good to see that the survivors are doing well, and the families are doing 
well when I get back up there for that tournament.” 

Heading into Saturday, the Broncos were currently in the same playoff 
situation as they were in 2018. They were trailing in an SJHL semifinal 
series, this time to the Flin Flon Bombers, who won the first two games 
last weekend in Humboldt and again on Friday at home to come within a 
game of sweeping the seven-game series. 

Bednar, who is currently back in Canada with the Avs’ two-game trip that 
ends Saturday night in Edmonton, isn’t too busy with the Avs to be 
unaware of what’s happening with the Broncos, and why this time of year 

is so difficult for so many in his adopted hometown of Humboldt (he was 
born in nearby Yorkton). 

“This time of year brings up those memories, at playoff time, Broncos are 
in the playoffs,” he said. “I’ve seen some tweets, they’re doing good. But 
for the families that are close to it for the organization for the people in 
the community involved, I’m sure this time of year is tough on them.” 

Manson vs. Manson. Avalanche defenseman Josh Manson went against 
his father, Oilers assistant coach and legendary NHL defenseman Dave 
Manson, for the first time in Edmonton on Saturday. Josh was injured 
while with the Anaheim Ducks in February, shortly after his father was 
promoted from the Oilers’ AHL affiliate and about a month before he was 
traded to Colorado. 

The Mansons went head-to-head in Denver on March 21, a 3-2 overtime 
win by the Avs. 

“I’m excited. I wish it wasn’t in the back-to-back so I could get a little bit of 
time with them,” Manson said prior to meeting his parents and other 
family and friends in Edmonton. “But it’ll still be nice to get a short visit in 
a massive game and see them — always cool to see (my father).” 
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Sunday Notes: Vegas back in it, Bobby Brink to Flyers and why I might 
get off Twitter - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Adrian Dater  

 

Good Sunday to all. Another fine day in the Denver area. Let’s get to 
some NHL notes, and my thoughts on Twitter: 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

The Golden Knights are back in it. They tied the Dallas Stars in points 
with a win last night over Arizona. The Stars still hold a percentage points 
lead over the Golden Knights, and had two games in hand. Dallas has a 
very important game in Chicago tonight. Actually, the Golden Knights’ 
best chance at the playoffs might be in catching the Kings, who entered 
today just two points up on Vegas – and, as I write – have blown a 3-0 
lead to the Minnesota Wild. If Vegas can just finish third in the Pacific, 
they’re in. More on Vegas’ current hot streak (Vegas Hockey Now) 

Well, that didn’t take long; DU Pioneers forward Bobby Brink has already 
signed a contract with the Philadelphia Flyers and will play for Philly this 
week (Philly Hockey Now) 

Boston: One goalie, two goalies? Three potato four. A goalie rotation into 
the playoffs for the Boston Bruins? 

Florida Hockey Now: Seven in a row. The cream is rising to the top. The 
Florida Panthers steamrolled Nashville. 

Sportsnet: Auston Matthews is the first player since…Mario Lemieux…in 
the mid-1990s to 50 goals score goals at this pace. Incredible. Maybe we 
shouldn’t worry as much about Ovechkin getting to Gretzky as Matthews. 
Toronto is following the charge and winning big games. 

A good story here by Athletic Avs reporter Peter Baugh on Artturi 
Lehkonen. I liked it (Athletic) 

People who know me know I’m a very, very competitive SOB and I like to 
always think what I do is the best. And so, I haven’t always been the 
warmest or fuzziest guy to my competitors. But I want to say this for 
Baugh: I probably have never seen anyone, in my long, long time in the 
biz, who works as hard as this kid (I’m 57, I call everyone “kid” now, take 
it easy). He’s literally at every practice, every media avail, every game 
that he’s got a credential to attend. He asks a LOT of questions and 
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seems very eager to learn. So, I respect that very much and this is my tip 
of the cap to him. I don’t do that a lot, but maybe I should. Maybe it’s 
better to be gracious than an old curmudgeon. Hmm, maybe I need to 
think on that more. (Before Baugh, by the way, Ryan S. Clark did an 
amazing job covering the Avs for the Athletic). Hey, I wish he didn’t work 
so hard. But he does – and good competition always makes you better. 
When the Rocky Mountain News went away in 2009, it made everybody 
a little bit lazier at the Denver Post, myself included. There are a lot of 
really good Avs media again today, including Baugh, the entire crew at 
DNVR, the Denver Post, Mile High Sports and Mile High Hockey has 
been much improved of late. I need to just acknowledge this more and 
stop thinking everything is a damn race to get things first or stick a flag in 
the ground and take selfies with it, as being the “best” in some particular 
thing. Why can’t I just relax and smell the roses more? I’m 57, have been 
paid for my words every single year since 1988 and have accomplished a 
lot in this business. I have a great wife and son, with a house only two 
years from being paid off. Why can’t I just relax more and let others fight 
it out and be kind of a wise old Yoda to them? That’s my goal from now 
on, but the path might be bumpy at times. 

Which brings me to this: I’ve finally deduced who Twitter is NOT good for. 
It’s not good for people with a strong temper, who can be easily provoked 
and who like to argue a lot. Oh, wait, that’s ME. I’m just not sure Twitter 
is a good thing for me anymore, which is why I’m seriously considering 
getting off it for good. 

I know this about myself: I’m a nice guy at heart, who wants to be nice to 
everyone else. But sometimes I’ll come off like a total jackass on Twitter, 
either lashing back at some perceived slight or just being too much of a 
loudmouth know-it-all-jerk. I’ve always been very sarcastic and like to, 
ahem, “bust chops” of people sometimes. It’s part of being 57 and having 
grown up in vicious, dog-eat-dog, everyone-makes-fun-of-everyone-else 
playground settings. But my kind of style just doesn’t do very well on 
Twitter. Many people don’t like it, and I get it. 99% of the time, I am just 
trying to bust chops, have some fun and laugh about with you later. But I 
know it doesn’t come off that way sometimes. Yeah, I know the people 
actually on Twitter is small (I’ve read that 3% of all Twitter users make 
90% of all the comments on it. Wow. And, I believe it. I’ve found that it’s 
mostly just blue checkmarks talking to other blue checkmarks and/or just 
as an advertising showcase for their stories), 

So, I’m thinking of getting off Twitter. I would no doubt take a financial hit 
from that, with the lost revenue from lost clicks. But maybe this is just the 
best thing for me and my mental health? It really upsets me when I step 
out of line in saying something. It’s like my own form of masochism. I say 
something I regret, then stew over it for days. “Why are you so dumb 
sometimes, Dater?” Honestly, most of the time it’s me wanting to come 
back at some perceived slight, real or imagined. This is hard for me to 
say in a way too, but I have a form of Obsessive-Compulsive disorder. 
It’s the “compulsive” part more than the obsessive part. I can just 
compulsively blurt things out sometimes before I’ve thought things 
through. Uh, yeah, so Twitter is probably not the best place for a person 
like this. I was picked on a LOT as a kid in high school (I was 6-5, 135 
pounds as a senior, got called “Twig” and just flat out bullied a lot). When 
I finally did something about it, lifting weights like a madman starting my 
freshman year of college and getting quickly to up 6-5, 215 and with a 
mean streak against my old tormentors) I wasn’t picked on anymore. But 
when somebody does come at me with something, either in real life or on 
Twitter, it’s like a switch flips and I become the kid who was picked on 
and now can fight back. Does this make any sense? I don’t know. I’d love 
to get readers’ input here. Should I stay on Twitter, or get off? I’m trying 
my best to just relax more and stop being so combative at times. But it’s 
hard for someone like me. I would love some advice on how to change 
my mental focus some. I mean that, I need some help here. Thanks for 
reading, as always. This site has grown tremendously since I finally got 
up the courage to go it on my own nearly three years ago. I’m grateful for 
the support, and want to pay it forward now as best I can. 

Subscribe to CHN+ today! 

Adrian Dater - Kiss and Larry Bird fan. Writer with @Gambling and 
@Bookies, Avs Insider with 104.3 The Fan. Denver Post, SI, Bleacher 
Report alum, author of seven books. 
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Frei: Pioneers' amazing comeback in title game prompts a question 
about Avalanche - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Terry Frei 

 

On Saturday, when the Denver Pioneers routed Minnesota State 5-1 in 
the Frozen Four championship game at Boston and the Avalanche took a 
2-1 shootout win over the Oilers at Edmonton, I caught myself 
wondering: 

How many of the Avalanche played U.S. college/NCAA hockey? 

It didn’t take long to tally. 

Ten. 

Eleven took the alternative route, playing major junior in one of the three 
leagues under the Canadian Hockey League umbrella — Western, 
Ontario and Quebec. There still are stubborn pockets of NHL 
traditionalists that insist the pro-like conditions of major junior are the 
best prep. 

The trick for NCAA hockey, whether the players are from the U.S., 
Canada or Europe, is to preserve collegiate eligibility by playing Junior A 
and in most cases turning down major junior opportunities to stay on 
college path, usually before they’re drafted. (Example: Cale Makar 
played Junior A with the Brooks Bandits, spurning major junior’s 
Medicine Hat Tigers. The Avalanche made him the No. 4 overall NHL 
draft choice in 2017 — a couple of months before he headed to UMass 
for what turned out to be two spectacular seasons as the Avs watched.) 

That NCAA path takes level heads, from both the young men, and their 
families. 

For many prospects, two or three seasons of US college hockey after 
they’re already drafted at 17 or 18, are more palatable. They get more 
practice, legitimate academics and the campus atmosphere … for 
however long they stay. NHL prospects almost never stay four years, for 
several reasons, including the expiration of draft rights if they play four 
seasons. Regardless, it’s generally a positive experience. 

I’ve covered and written about both NCAA and major junior hockey. 

One developmental size doesn’t fit all, but another major difference is the 
possible college degree that awaits the players who end up without pro 
hockey in their future and stick through their senior years. 

Four other Avalanche came directly from Europe to the North American 
pro game. 

Here’s the rundown: 

AVALANCHE FROM NCAA PROGRAMS (Seasons played) 

Erik Johnson, Minnesota (1 season) 

Jack Johnson, Michigan (2) 

Devon Toews, Quinnipiac (3) 

Cale Makar, UMass (2) 

Andrew Cogliano, Michigan (2) 

Alex Newhook, Boston College (2) 
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Logan O’Connor, Denver (3) 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

J.T. Compher, Michigan (3) 

Josh Manson, Northeastern (3) 

Nico Sturm, Clarkson (3) 

AVALANCHE FROM MAJOR JUNIOR  

Bo Byram, Vancouver (WHL) 

Nicolas Aube-Kubel, Val ‘d Or (QMJHL) 

Nathan MacKinnon, Halifax (QMJHL) 

Darren Helm, Medicine Hat (WHL) 

Andre Burakovsky, Erie (OHL) 

Darcy Kuemper, Red Deer (WHL) 

Samuel Girard, Shawinigan (QMJHL) 

Kurtis MacDermid, Owen Sound and Erie, OHL 

Ryan Murray, Everett (WHL) 

Nazem Kadri, Kitchener and London (OHL) 

Gabriel Landeskog, Kitchener (OHL) 

FROM EUROPE TO NORTH AMERICAN PRO HOCKEY: Valeri 
Nichushkin, Pavel Francouz, Mikko Rantanen, Artturi Lehkonen. 

Subscribe to CHN+ today! 

Colorado hockey now LOADED: 04.11.2022 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Bruins-Capitals matchup leads busy 
Sunday slate 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Thanks to some early start times, Sunday's NHL schedule gives us 
another "all-day hockey" feel, and it starts off with arguably the best 
matchup of the day as the Boston Bruins visit the Washington Capitals at 
1:30 p.m. ET. 

Though neither team has officially clinched a playoff spot yet, both 
appear to be well on their way; the Bruins currently sit third in the Atlantic 
Division and would play the Toronto Maple Leafs in the first round, while 
the Caps possess the East's No. 2 wild card, and would take on the 
Florida Panthers. Boston has won the first two games in the season 
series (7-3 in D.C. on Jan. 10, and 4-3 in Boston on Jan. 20). 

Later in the day, we'll be keeping an eye on two other matchups of likely 
playoff teams, with the Pittsburgh Penguins hosting the Nashville 
Predators, and the Los Angeles Kings visiting the Minnesota Wild. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Boston Bruins 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 St. Louis Blues vs. C3 Minnesota Wild 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-TNT games available on 
ESPN+ 

Boston Bruins at Washington Capitals, 1:30 p.m. (TNT) 

Nashville Predators at Pittsburgh Penguins, 4 p.m. (TNT) 

Buffalo Sabres at Tampa Bay Lightning, 5 p.m. 

Los Angeles Kings at Minnesota Wild, 5 p.m. 

Anaheim Ducks at Carolina Hurricanes, 6 p.m. 

Dallas Stars at Chicago Blackhawks, 7 p.m. 

Winnipeg Jets at Ottawa Senators, 7:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

New Jersey Devils 3, Dallas Stars 1 

Washington Capitals 6, Pittsburgh Penguins 3 

Florida Panthers 4, Nashville Predators 1 

Toronto Maple Leafs 3, Montreal Canadiens 2 

Columbus Blue Jackets 5, Detroit Red Wings 4 (OT) 

New York Rangers 5, Ottawa Senators 1 

Calgary Flames 4, Seattle Kraken 1 

Anaheim Ducks 5, Philadelphia Flyers 3 

St. Louis Blues 6, New York Islanders 1 

Colorado Avalanche 2, Edmonton Oilers 1 (SO) 

Vancouver Canucks 4, San Jose Sharks 2 

Vegas Golden Knights 6, Arizona Coyotes 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 108 
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Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ WSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. BUF (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ TB (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. WPG (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. WPG (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. ANA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 
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Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. BOS (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 9 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. MTL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

x - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 110 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. LA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 12 

Next game: vs. LA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ PIT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 94% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ CHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 77% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 26 

Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 10 

Next game: @ OTT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 13 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. DAL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 70% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 53% 

Tragic number: 18 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 9% 

Tragic number: 14 

Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ CAR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 4 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 5 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 
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The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 17 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 23 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 31 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 26 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 29 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

ESPN LOADED: 04.11.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lowry reaches tipping point as Jets lack urgency with dim 
playoff hopes 

 

WINNIPEG - Dave Lowry finally reached the point where he could no 
longer bite his tongue. 

The reason for his frustration is as easy to understand as it was to 
identify. 

This Winnipeg Jets team, the one he’s been serving as interim head 
coach of since Paul Maurice promptly resigned on Dec. 17, had put 
together another one of those sleepy first periods that have occurred far 
too often for a team that is supposed to be showing the urgency and 
desperation of a hockey club that is on the verge of being eliminated from 
playoff contention. 

At a time when running the table during the final 10 games of the regular 
season might not even be enough - considering the Dallas Stars hold a 
seven-point advantage and still hold a game in hand - the Jets literally 
and figuratively have almost zero margin for error. 

For all of the talk about having belief and putting in the type of effort that 
the group can actually be proud of, the Jets went out and were 
thoroughly outplayed by an Ottawa Senators team that has 
underachieved and is clearly in next-year country. 

Did we mention the Senators had played the night before in New York 
against the Rangers, while the Jets were well-rested and fresh? 

Instead of dictating the terms and style of play or taking it to the Senators 
early, the Jets defensive-zone struggles were on full display and only a 
sharp start for Connor Hellebuyck - and a lucky bounce off the skate of 
defenceman Victor Mete allowed the Jets to be tied 1-1 after 20 minutes 
of play. 

Win or lose, Lowry has gone out of his way to paint a positive picture for 
the Jets. 

He’s spoken constantly about the need for his team to keep a narrow 
focus and to try and reach a certain standard in what has been a season-
long search for consistency. 

Lowry said recently that he doesn’t think that today’s player responds 
well to verbal challenges, but after the uninspired play in the opening 
period he took the opportunity to get a few things off his chest. 

It’s not a well that Lowry plans to go too often, but in this case, it seems 
to have had the desired effect. 

“We got yelled at after the first, so it kinda woke everyone up. We’ve 
needed that for a while, so it was good to have,” said Jets veteran 
forward Paul Stastny, who scored his 19th goal of the season in what 
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turned out to be a 4-3 victory over the Senators that helped the Jets 
improve to 34-28-11 on the season. “In today’s age, not as many 
coaches yell. It might offend some kids. But sometimes it’s needed. 
Sometimes it’s needed. Sometimes you need a different voice. Whether 
it’s one of the guys inside the locker room or one of the coaches, 
everyone kind of knew it was coming. And it was good.” 

That Stastny was the guy delivering this latest batch of truth serum 
comes as no surprise whatsoever. 

Not only does his voice carry weight inside the Jets dressing room, but 
his perspective is also what allows his words to have meaning. 

It’s why Stastny has become the conscience of the Jets, an unofficial job 
title previously held by Bryan Little before he suffered his career-ending 
injury in November of 2020. 

Stastny is one of the players who are comfortable enough to share the 
Jets deficiencies and he does so without directly pointing fingers or 
looking for a scapegoat. 

Through his knowledge of the game and both his curiosity and drive to 
find solutions, Stastny often finds himself at a podium speaking without a 
filter and his willingness to share his unvarnished truth is appreciated. 

The Jets have pressing issues that need to be addressed (especially 
when it comes to team defence) and it’s hard to imagine them moving 
past them and once again becoming a contender until they become more 
committed to that cause. 

Although Lowry wanted no part of the credit Stastny was handing out, he 
was a bit more revealing when it came to the message he delivered prior 
to the Jets coming out for the second period. 

“I didn’t like our first period. I didn’t like our puck management, I didn’t 
like the pace we were playing, I didn’t like the urgency in our game,” 
Lowry said rather matter-of-factly. “But you know, to their credit, we had 
an answer in the second period, we came out and we did things in the 
second that we wanted to do at the start of the game.” 

Why the Jets needed a motivational speech to get them going is another 
story altogether, but they did manage to get things turned around - even 
if they had to lean on Hellebuyck late in the game after the Senators had 
pulled the goalie in favour of an extra attacker. 

At least for the time being, the Jets kept their dim playoff hopes alive as 
they prepare to face the Montreal Canadiens on Monday night. 

Already without captain Blake Wheeler, who is out with an upper-body 
injury but is on the trip as he works on his treatment, the Jets were dealt 
another significant blow to their forward group as centre Mark Scheifele 
left the game in the first period with a suspected shoulder injury after he 
was drilled into the boards by Senators forward Parker Kelly. 

Jets' Scheifele heads to locker room after taking hit from Kelly 

Scheifele, who had an assist to move to 70 points on the season in 67 
games, immediately grabbed his left shoulder and hunched over in pain 
as he made his way off the ice and eventually down the tunnel. 

Although an update on the severity of the injury isn’t expected until 
Wednesday, it’s possible that Scheifele could be on the shelf for the 
remainder of the season. 

In the short term, Stastny slides from the wing to centre, where he’s 
spent the bulk of his NHL career. 

But with Scheifele unavailable for the foreseeable future, the Jets are 
going to need more from the other offensive leaders, like Nikolaj Ehlers 
(who extended his point streak to six games by recording a goal and two 
assists), Kyle Connor (who scored his team-leading 42nd goal) and 
Pierre-Luc Dubois (who snapped an eight-game goal-scoring drought by 
delivering his 26th of the season and 100th of his NHL career). 

The importance of Ehlers has been on full display since he returned to 
the Jets lineup after missing 19 games with a knee injury after the knee-

on-knee collision that resulted in a two-game suspension for Washington 
Capitals blue-liner Dmitry Orlov. 

Ehlers has recorded 16 shots on goal during the past two games and is 
up to 25 goals and 48 points in 53 games this season. 

But it’s his ability to impact the game with his breathtaking speed, 
exquisite zone entries and precision passing that has augmented the 
shooter’s mentality that has Ehlers adopted, leaving him on the precipice 
of setting a new season-high for goals (he scored 29 in 2017-18). 

“(Ehlers) is a key player for us offensively. He’s one of the drivers and 
when you don’t have him in your lineup, you miss him,” said Lowry. 
“When you have him in your lineup, Nikky is dialled in and when Nikky is 
playing his game, you notice him. And tonight, he was able to get himself 
into the game. He created some offence and he used his feet to make 
plays, to beat guys and it allowed his skill to take over.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.11.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / As Matthews dominates again, Maple Leafs secure win 
thanks to key contributions 

 

Ryan Dixon 

 

TORONTO — When you’re as big as Auston Matthews, when you’re 
doing what he’s doing every night for the most-watched team in the 
National Hockey League, it gets to the point where you can almost blot 
out the sun. But as much as the Toronto Maple Leafs’ latest win on 
Saturday night against the Montreal Canadiens was yet another episode 
of the universally-acclaimed Matthews Show, there are a few subplots 
worthy of shining a light on. 

For a minute, though, it really did feel like there would be nothing to talk 
about aside from Matthews’ brilliance. While the game wound up being a 
close 3-2 Toronto win, it seemed like No. 34 — fresh off breaking Rick 
Vaive’s single-season franchise goals record in Dallas on Thursday — 
might have himself something akin to Darryl Sittler’s famous 10-point 
night from so many years ago. 

Matthews’ first goal opened the scoring and came with 6:28 left in the 
first period. It occurred on a broken play that led to Montreal goalie Jake 
Allen having to leave the game because he injured himself while 
extending his left leg out in a futile attempt to stop Matthews’ backhand. 
Twenty-seven seconds later, Matthews chugged over the blue line and 
put the first shot on replacement goalie Sam Montembault into the back 
of the net. 

2-0 home side; crowd losing its mind and goals No. 57 and 58 on the 
year already on the board for Matthews, who was clearly touched by the 
video tribute he received earlier in the period to honour goal No. 55 
establishing a new team-high. It felt like the NHL’s first 60-goal season in 
a decade might happen before the intermission. 

“There’s a moment there,” said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe after the 
game. “Especially [when] the second one goes in, [Jason Spezza] turned 
around and kind of gave me the eyes like, ‘This is something special.’ No 
doubt. It’s fun. I was surprised he stopped at two, to be honest, with the 
way he’s playing; you felt like he was going to have a serious night.” 

If Spezza and Keefe are still taken aback by the Matthews magic, just 
imagine what it’s like for the guys who’ve only recently got a front-row 
ticket to the show. “The guys we traded for at the trade deadline have 
made comments after games about his play and his performance and 
what he’s able to do,” said Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly. 
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It's not hard to see why people are doing a double-take. Matthews’ most 
recent pair of markers gave him 51 goals in his past 50 contests, making 
him the first person since Mario Lemieux in the mid-90s to score 50 goals 
in a 50-game stretch of the same season. He’s currently scoring .87 
goals-per-game, a rate only 10 guys (on 21 different occasions) in the 
history of the league have finished a season at. The last one to do it was 
Lemieux, one year before Matthews was born. 

Still, despite the fact Matthews had two goals by the time the Canadiens 
had but three shots, the lid stayed on this game. The Canadiens closed 
the gap before the first period ended and clawed back a second time in 
the middle frame to make it 3-2 after John Tavares had scored to put 
Toronto ahead by two goals earlier in the stanza. 

Tavares reflects on Maple Leafs season after clinching a playoff spot 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:50 

While the crowd was euphoric at times celebrating Matthews or the fact 
Mitch Marner ran his point streak to 13 games with a first-period assist, 
they were also forced into some nail-biting during this affair as the Leafs 
tried to deliver a win against a basement-dwelling blood rival that is 
playing decent hockey these days, had beaten the Leafs the past two 
times these squads met and, oh, by the way, delivered Toronto its latest 
playoff nightmare less than 12 months ago. 

This wasn’t just two more points on the line; it was a chance to beat the 
Canadiens, to hit 100 points on the season and officially clinch a playoff 
spot. This was an opportunity to send supporters home feeling even 
better than they were when they poured into Scotiabank Arena ready to 
fete their record-breaking star. And for all Matthews did on the attack, the 
good vibes would have been killed without some key contributions at the 
other end of the rink. 

Matthews' goal-scoring form something 'special' in Maple Leafs history 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 7:32 

“For good reason, we’re celebrating Auston and we’re celebrating the run 
Mitch is on, [but] there’s a ton of really good things happening all around 
our team and all throughout our lineup,” Keefe said. “Add another one to 
the list tonight because I thought Erik Kallgren was outstanding. For me, 
this was his best game — at least the most comfortable I felt [watching 
him] on the bench.” 

Kallgren — forced out of his most recent start by a shot to the jaw 
Tuesday in Florida, and making just the seventh start of his NHL career 
— was fantastic when called upon. He stopped two first-period 
breakaways and another clean 2-on-1 opportunity in that period. In the 
second, he stoned Josh Anderson on a point-blank one-timer during a 
stretch of four-on-four hockey. And when Brendan Gallagher managed to 
sneak behind the defence in the third period and get in alone on the 
Toronto goalie, Kallgren closed the wickets to deny the Montreal 
forward’s five-hole attempt. 

“I felt better,” the Swedish freshman said. “I hadn’t’ really been satisfied 
with my game the last couple games, so it was nice to get this win and 
the feeling I had today.” 

In front of Kallgren, the Leafs defence corps continues to take form. Jake 
Muzzin played his third game since returning from a concussion earlier 
this week. Meanwhile, deadline acquisition Mark Giordano has now 
suited up for 10 games in blue and white and the team is 8-1-1 in that 
stretch. Giordano was on the ice in the dying seconds against Montreal, 
as the Leafs made a one-goal lead stand up despite having a man in the 
penalty box. Muzzin and Giordano allow Keefe to balance out his pairs in 

a way that should increasingly mean good things for the less-glamorous 
end of the ice. 

“It feels like there’s a lot [fewer] times where teams can wear on us shift 
over shift,” Keefe said. “We seem to be able to put out a fire quicker 
because we have guys on each pair who have the ability to do that and 
certainly ‘Gio’ is one of the best we have at that.” 

Still, you know the next time the Leafs hit the ice — they host the Buffalo 
Sabres on Tuesday — the talk will inevitably shift back to the guy doing 
all the damage up front. Two more goals and Matthews will have just the 
third 60-goal season of the past 24 seasons after Steven Stamkos hit the 
number right on in 2011-12 and Alex Ovechkin notched 65 in 2007-08. 

“Obviously he’s doing something special right now,” Rielly said. “And to 
be a part of it is a lot of fun.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.11.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Even in a loss, Oilers prove they can compete in 'playoff-
style' games 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON  — Slowly but surely, the Edmonton Oilers are beginning to 
look like a team that can win games the way they’re played in May and 
June.  

Inch by inch, 3-2 win by 2-1 shootout loss, the Oilers are looking more 
and more like a team that can operate as effectively in a game like the 
one played Saturday — where the score was 0-0 at the 45-minute mark 
— as they do when the shackles come off in a 5-4 track meet.  

Edmonton lost Saturday, 2-1 in a shootout to the Colorado Avalanche. 
But they lost in a skills competition after firing 50 shots at Colorado goalie 
Darcy Kuemper, including an 11-0 shot clock in overtime.  

They did not lose because they lost their patience in a tight game and 
made a low-risk play that ended up in their net. More likely, Jesse 
Puljujarvi’s failure to bury two immaculate feeds from Connor McDavid 
was the culprit, critical miscues in a game like this one.  

They lost because Kuemper was otherworldly in the Avs’ crease. Not 
because their own goalie was substandard, or let in that one smelly goal 
we have come to know in these parts, but not seen of late.  

On this night, and more and more of late, Edmonton killed that penalty 
that was called with 2:24 to play in a 1-1 game, instead of losing that 
heart-breaker we’ve seen it lose so many times. And the Oilers 
dominated the overtime, a rare break for Mikko Koskinen, who was every 
bit as good as Kuemper, allowing only a Nathan MacKinnon roof job in 
the shootout, the only goal that passed in the skills competition.  

“We’re scratching and clawing to get in. That’s all we’re doing,” said 
McDavid. “It’s a dogfight to get a playoff spot this year and we’re just 
trying to find a way to get in.”  

McDavid’s defensive work is just the tip of the iceberg here. Now, 
Edmonton’s best player is providing all the right examples of how to play 
in a game like this one, and nothing less. And his teammates are 
following, because that’s what happens when the captain digs in.  

This was a high pedigree game from McDavid in which he didn’t record a 
point. Not so long ago, that game did not exist.  

“He was excellent tonight,” said his head coach Jay Woodcroft. “A lot of 
the defensive plays that he made in our own end were top notch. He was 
a threat every time he was on the ice.”  
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“Yeah, it was a playoff-style game,” said McDavid, who had five shots on 
goal in 24:13, and should have found an assist along the way. “(There 
were) not a ton of chances going either way, and I liked how we stuck 
with it and hung in there against a good team and found a way to get a 
point.”  

When we talk about having to win 2-1 games against good teams come 
playoff time, this is what we’re talking about. It’s about getting points out 
low-event games, or games where the other goalie is stealing the show.  

Sure, they lost a shootout. That’s a coin flip at this level.  

And they don’t have shootouts in the post-season. They play, often, until 
the team that deserves a break gets one.  

Play this way, and that break will likely find you when it counts.  

“I saw everybody lay it on the line,” Woodcroft said. “I didn't have to look 
for players. We had all four lines going. We committed to playing a 
certain style of hockey that I think is conducive to the hockey that is going 
to get played in the month of May. We are conditioning ourselves in that 
kind of atmosphere or environment.  

“I thought the goaltending was excellent, our penalty kill was excellent, 
our sacrificing for our teammates was excellent. In the end, I really 
enjoyed watching our players compete extremely hard for one another.”  

Warren Foegele got that fourth-line goal that often occurs in a game like 
this one, deflecting home a Darnell Nurse point shot. On most nights the 
top two lines are good for at least one, but on this night Kuemper was 
almost unbeatable, with 49 saves.  

“It just looked to me like they were the quicker team and were more 
competitive along the wall,” said Avalanche coach Jared Bednar of 
Edmonton. “They came up with more pucks, got to the puck first and won 
more races than we did.”  

It was a tough night for streaks, as McDavid saw his 15-game points 
streak ground to a halt on the end of Puljujarvi’s stick. The big Finn was 
robbed twice by Kuemper on sloppy shots that gave the goaltender a 
chance to make a save that he should not have been given.  

Also fading into memory was Edmonton’s nine-game home winning 
streak, and their six-game winning streak. Had they won the shootout it 
would have been the first time since 2001 that Edmonton had won seven 
straight games.  

Still, the Oilers are 12-2-2 in their last 14 games, and move four points 
ahead of Los Angeles with equal games played.  

Second place in the Pacific is theirs to take, with nine games to play.  

Two months ago, that seemed a pipe dream. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With stars held scoreless, Canucks' unlikely heroes keep 
playoff hopes alive 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

 

VANCOUVER – When you score four goals and the least surprising 
scorer is Alex Chiasson, and the most surprising one isn’t Luke Schenn, 
you know you’ve had contributions from down the lineup. 

On a night when neither J.T. Miller nor Elias Pettersson cracked the 
scoresheet, the Vancouver Canucks needed Saturday a foursome of 
depth scorers to soldier their way past the San Jose Sharks, 4-2, and 
keep their tiny playoff chances from disappearing entirely. 

Chiasson, a periodic healthy scratch this season while trying to extend 
his National Hockey League career on a one-year contract, scooped in a 
short-side shot to break a 2-2 tie at 2:07 of the third period. And Schenn, 
the stay-at-home defenceman whose last goal was two months ago, 
added a final-second empty-netter as Vancouver manufactured a win 
against sloppy San Jose. 

The Canucks’ third straight victory came after the Nashville Predators 
and Dallas Stars, the teams occupying the wildcard spots in the Western 
Conference playoff race, lost earlier Saturday. 

Vancouver is four points out of Stanley Cup tournament berth with nine 
games remaining. 

Four of Chiasson’s 10 goals this season have been in the last five 
games. He has played on four different lines during this productive 
stretch, and on Saturday got a chance to skate in the top-six due to the 
injury absences of Brock Boeser and Tanner Pearson. Chiasson finished 
with seven shots on target. 

“It feels good, you know, at this time of the year to feel good about your 
game,” the winger, a Stanley Cup winner with the Washington Capitals in 
2018, said after the game. “It's a nice opportunity for myself to showcase 
what I can do, and it feels good to contribute to the success of the team.  
We obviously know how important all these games are, so just a gutsy 
effort I thought tonight. 

“Maybe the first 40 (minutes) didn't go as well as we wanted. There were 
parts during the first two periods where we played really well for three or 
four minutes, and then the game got away from us for a couple minutes. 
It kind of went back and forth like that. But it seems like our third period 
always brings the best out of us.” 

Chiasson collected the puck on a cross-ice pass from Bo Horvat, picked 
his spot as San Jose goalie Kaapo Kahkonen went pad-down at the near 
post, and got just enough on his shot to lift it post-and-in. 

Canuck goal-scorers in the first two periods, when Vancouver failed to 
hold 1-0 and 2-1 leads, were Jason Dickinson and Conor Garland. 
Dickinson hadn’t scored in 20 games, Garland in 19. 

Horvat’s assist was the only point generated by the team’s offensive big 
three of Miller, Pettersson and Horvat. Elite defenceman Quinn Hughes, 
back in the lineup after missing two games due to non-COVID illness, 
also went pointless. 

“They've been obviously a huge part of our success,” Chiasson said. “But 
when you've got guys contributing on different nights, that's how you win 
games this time of the year. Your best players are going to be your best 
players. But certain nights, if you can get a goal or two from some 
different guys, depth players, it obviously makes an impact.” 

The Canucks soared back home after sweeping back-to-back road 
games this week in Las Vegas and Arizona, where they outscored the 
home teams 10-2. 

When Dickinson stickhandled the puck around Kahkonen on a two-on-
one just 2:03 after the opening a faceoff, a few seconds after Vancouver 
defenceman Kyle Burroughs blew up Shark Ryan Merkley on a turnover, 
it looked like the Canucks had brought their road momentum to Rogers 
Arena. 

But Kahkonen made a handful of strong saves and when Vasily 
Podkolzin and Miller were assessed penalties 22 seconds apart, starting 
at 6:33, the Sharks tied it 1-1 during the two-man-advantage when 
Tomas Hertl tapped in the rebound from Timo Meier’s one-timer at 7:33. 

Garland put the Canucks ahead at 4:49 of the second period, looking to 
pass on another two-on-one but instead shooting short-side on 
Kahkonen. 

Again, the Canucks looked on the verge of pulling away. 

Vancouver had two straight power plays and several shifts of offensive 
zone pressure, but couldn’t build on its lead. Which meant the Sharks 
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were able to tie it 2-2 at 18:37 when once-a-Canuck Nick Bonino 
bounced a deflection past goalie Thatcher Demko about 10 seconds after 
Garland turned the puck over in the neutral zone. 

With 20 minutes to go, and their playoff hopes flickering, the Canucks 
found a way to put down a Sharks team that had lost five in a row. 

With three wins and nine games to go, the Canucks are trying to replicate 
what their coach, Bruce Boudreau, achieved with the Capitals in 2008 
when Washington went 11-1 in its last 12 games to steal the final playoff 
spot. 

“Anything is possible,” Boudreau said after the morning skate. “You 
never, never give up and you go as hard as you can for as long as you 
can. And that's where we're at. We're just going to keep pushing and 
pushing. Whoever is in the lineup or out of the lineup, it doesn't matter. 
We're just going to go.” 

The Canucks’ five-game homestand continues Tuesday against the 
Vegas Golden Knights, another team Vancouver is trying to catch. 
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