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Hurricanes-Rangers game at Madison Square Garden could help decide NHL’s Metro 
Division 

By Chip Alexander 

Here’s the way the weekend went for Brett Pesce of the 
Carolina Hurricanes: 

On Friday night, the defenseman played almost 23 minutes 
in the Canes’ game against the New York Islanders. He 
spent Saturday on his couch watching Tiger Woods in the 
Masters, then was back on the ice Sunday against the 
Anaheim Ducks at PNC Arena. 

That’s the way it is this time of the NHL season. The games 
are seemingly every other day and you grab some rest 
whenever and however you can. 

“It’s good,” Pesce said Sunday. “Just playing, not much 
practice. Just going out and riding it out.” 

The Hurricanes still have nine games to ride out in the 
regular season, and have an important — and intriguing — 
road test Tuesday against the New York Rangers in Madison 
Square Garden. 

The Canes (47-18-8) hold a two-point lead in the 
Metropolitan Division with 102 points. The Rangers (47-20-6) 
are second with 100 points — also after 73 games — and 
can pull even with Carolina with a victory. 

“But the bigger picture is down the road,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant told the New York media Monday. “It’s 
exciting. It should be two teams ready to play for first place 
and that’s going to be really exciting. 

“We’ll see where it goes. If we have a disappointing result it’s 
not the end of the world. We’re still battling for position. You 
have to keep playing well and winning games.” 

The Canes and Rangers split their first two games this 
season, both in Raleigh. After Tuesday’s matchup, they’ll 
play again at the Garden on April 26. 

With a playoff berth now clinched — and all but assured for 
months — it would be easy for the Canes to be counting 
down the days until the playoffs begin. Not so, Pesce said. 

“We still have tons of energy,” he said. “The way I figure it, 
every day in this league is a blessing. It’s a privilege. I don’t 
care what time of the year it is, you’re lucky to be in the 

National Hockey League and I try not to take that for 
granted.” 

That was said after Sunday’s morning skate. The Canes then 
won 5-2, playing one of their more complete games of the 
season as captain Jordan Staal had a hat trick. 

Pesce won’t be lacking for energy or enthusiasm Tuesday. 
He’s from Tarrytown, New York, not too far from New York 
City. He’s going home. 

The Canes also have all those former Rangers: defensemen 
Tony DeAngelo, Brady Skjei and Brandon Smith; and 
forwards Jesper Fast and Derek Stepan. Goalie Antti 
Raanta, who could be the starter Tuesday, also spent two 
seasons with the Rangers and had four shutouts in 2016-17. 

Because of the pandemic and then NHL scheduling this 
season, the Canes have not played at Madison Square 
Garden since Dec. 27, 2019. That will make Tuesday’s game 
more meaningful for the all ex-Rangers returning for the first 
time with the Hurricanes. 

The Rangers shut out the Canes 2-0 on March 20 at PNC 
Arena, ending Carolina’s 14-game home point streak, but it 
took a season-high 44 saves from goalie Alexandar Georgiev 
to do it. Jordan Staal and Martin Necas each had six shots in 
the game but Georgiev was at his best. 

The Rangers, who clinched a playoff spot Saturday, are 18-
1-0 in the last 19 games against Carolina at the Garden, but 
realize that’s all past history with several of the players who 
helped make that happen now wearing Canes jerseys. 
They’re aware that the Hurricanes again will bring an 
aggressive, attacking approach. 

“Obviously very in your face, hard forechecking,” Rangers 
defenseman Jacob Trouba told the New York media 
Monday. “When they get buzzing around, they get buzzing 
around. But don’t lose your composure and keep a lot of it to 
the outside. There’s a lot rimmed pucks, a lot of wall battles, 
a lot of up and down in transition and a lot of skating. That’s 
how they play, and we can play that game.”
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Loose pucks: Thoughts on Jordan Staal’s legacy, Hurricanes awards odds, the best 1st-
round opponent and more 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal couldn’t remember when 
exactly he’d scored his last hat trick, but he knew it’d been a 
minute. 

“It was in Pittsburgh. I haven’t had one here,” he recalled at 
PNC Arena on Sunday after his three-goal evening propelled 
the Canes to a 5-2 win over the Ducks. “It was nice to get 
that tonight. It was a good effort. Obviously, my linemates 
are a big part of that. It was a fun night.” 

It was indeed Staal’s first hat trick as a Hurricane, his third 
ever in the regular season and his fourth all-time including 
playoffs. His last regular-season hat trick came Nov. 11, 
2008 — more than 13 years ago. And so he set an NHL 
record for longest span in between regular-season hat tricks 
at 4,898 days. 

“I was probably more pumped for him than he was for 
himself,” Jaccob Slavin said. “He’s our leader. He brings it 
every single night. Night in and night out, he’s always 
working hard. He cares about the game a lot. He cares about 
the guys in the locker room. I know I look up to him as a 
player and a person, so when you see guys get rewarded 
like that it’s special.” 

Staal’s new record is a nice complement to another one he 
happens to own: youngest player in NHL history to score a 
hat trick, at 18 years and 153 days old. It’s funny that Staal 
owns both these records. It’s even funnier that his first hat 
trick isn’t the first bookend on the longest span record. The 
first was Feb. 10, 2007, the season before the longest span 
record unknowingly started. 

When I pointed out the humor in Staal holding both of these 
records, someone responded, “I wonder how many 18-year 
NHL veterans had their best goal-scoring year during their 
first season?” and it really had me thinking about the entirety 
of Staal’s career: the 1,085 regular-season games and 
counting, the 107 playoff games, the ’09 Cup, the Carolina 
captaincy. 

I’m sure it’s another rare NHL stat that Staal’s career high of 
29 goals came in his 2006-07 rookie season. But it’s just as 
rare to have an NHL career spanning from 2006 to 2022 and 
counting. It’s rare to win the Cup, even rarer to have the 
decent impact he had on that ’09 Penguins team. He never 
eclipsed those 29 goals, but he’s had an ability to chip in and 
hover around the 20-goal mark and get his tallies when his 
teams have needed them most over the years. 

He had 22 goals in ’09, 21 in ’10, 25 in ’12, 20 in ’16, 19 in 
’18, 16 in ’21. That type of longevity is impressive in its own 
right. 

I don’t think anyone would look back on Staal’s 
accomplishments so far and consider him the goal scorer he 

projected to be as a rookie, but those who have played with 
him have so much else to say about the qualities that made 
him essential to whatever time they shared. When we asked 
players around the league to describe Staal in three words 
last season, Cup teammate Sidney Crosby said “team player 
first.” It wasn’t the only good response. 

The book hasn’t closed on Staal’s career yet, but entering 
the twilight, those three words from Crosby might end up the 
crux of Staal’s legacy. 

He’s got a few other records from that sparkling rookie year: 
youngest player to score on a penalty shot, youngest player 
to score two short-handed goals in one game and most 
short-handed goals by a rookie in one season. While the 
youngest hat trick record may just remind us that Staal 
scored a ton of goals his rookie year, the rest of those 
records offered a better hint of the career to come. When I 
think of Staal I think of consistency, two-way prowess, short-
handed dirty work and a person everyone wants on their 
team. 

Staal’s new record is a bit funny, on the surface. But when 
you really think about it, it’s a testament to a career that’s 
been hard for folks to put into words. Not only has he lasted 
in the NHL long enough to qualify for this record, but he’s 
lasted long enough as a key member of a Cup-contending 
team to actually get another hat trick. 

Loose pucks 

• Can I tell you guys a secret? You don’t have to be worried 
or mad or whatever your bad vibe of choice is for the rest of 
the regular season. For nine games and nine games only, 
you can just simply observe the Carolina Hurricanes for 
funsies. You can argue that the process still matters (I’m 
sure coach Rod Brind’Amour would generally agree). And of 
course you can argue clinching home ice matters. Nothing 
matters more than the Canes staying healthy and getting 
some rest in these next nine games. But let me free you from 
stressing out about a defensive lapse here or a sloppy loss 
to a bad team there. We might see Brind’Amour audition 
some potential playoff line combinations, and that will be fun. 
We’re seeing Staal round out into playoff form, which is also 
fun, and it’d be fun to see more out of your Martin Necases 
and your Max Domis in these nine games. But if Sebastian 
Aho isn’t playing his absolute hardest, or if Brind’Amour isn’t 
unleashing Slavin and Brett Pesce for half the game, worry 
not. Let’s save our worst takes for the playoffs. 

• I always have to be worrying about something, though, so 
let’s tap into my favorite subject to worry about: potential 
future scenarios that haven’t even happened yet. Who is the 
ideal first-round matchup for the Canes? It feels like in years 
past there was a more concrete answer to this question. I’m 
having a harder time deciding between the options this 
season, and according to Twitter, so are you. “I don’t want 
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them to play any team, personally,” and, “Probably Montreal 
or Arizona,” were my two favorite responses. You will not find 
a consensus if you look through that thread, but a frontrunner 
is Boston for a 2019 Eastern Conference final rematch. It 
makes sense from the Hurricanes’ perspective; they are 
three years older in a good way, where the Bruins are three 
years older in a bad way. No more Tuukka Rask. And 
Carolina dominated Boston in the regular season. “Getting 
rid of the demons,” as one response put it, “Much like 
Washington a few years ago, would be a major confidence 
boost if we knocked them out in the first round.” 

• Mild take of the week: Seth Jarvis is not going to win the 
Calder Trophy — there are many worthy candidates who 
played more minutes and scored more points than him this 

season — but I for one am excited to see what he can do in 
the playoffs and beyond. 

Jarvis has moved past the rookie slump (is that a thing?) with 
grace, and approaches the last nine games of the season 
with 13 goals and 31 points in 59 games, and funny enough 
he’s got the same exact stat line as Staal right now in 12 
fewer games. Might want to mix in a hat trick. 

• In the same vein, I’d be surprised if any Canes players won 
awards this season. I’ll bet Freddie Andersen is a Vezina 
finalist, but Igor Shesterkin ran away with that one. This is a 
sum-of-the-parts team, folks. We’ll see how far that mentality 
can take it in less than a month.

 

 

Preview: Canes at Rangers 

Top two teams in the Metropolitan Division meet for the third 
time this season 

By Walt Ruff 

NEW YORK, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers go head-to-head Tuesday night at Madison Square 
Garden, a battle with big implications for the top spot in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

When: Tuesday, April 12, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 47-18-8 (102 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-2 Win over the Anaheim Ducks on 
Sunday, April 10. 

Rangers Record: 47-20-6 (100 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Rangers Last Game: 5-1 Win over the Ottawa Senators on 
Saturday, April 10. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:   

 Friday, January 21: Tony DeAngelo records three 
points against his former team en route to a 6-3 
Canes victory. 

 Sunday, March 20: Alex Georgiev posts a 44-save 
shutout, backstopping New York to a 2-0 win. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes jumped on the Ducks early 
Sunday, scoring twice within the opening 5:08 to take an 

early 2-0 advantage. The second tally went on to become the 
first of three on the afternoon for Jordan Staal, who recorded 
the first hat trick of the season for Carolina. It was a historical 
hat trick for Staal, who set a new NHL record for longest time 
in between three-goal performances, 4,898 days removed 
from his most recent one, which came as a member of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in 2008. Frederik Andersen earned the 
win in net for Carolina, saving 23 out of 25 Anaheim 
attempts. 

Battle For The Top Spot: As stated in the lede, tonight's 
winner will likely be atop the Metropolitan Division standings 
after the final horn. The only situation that would not be the 
case is if New York would win in overtime, they would still 
trail the Canes by one point (103-102). The Canes have 
been in the #1 spot for months, but the Rangers have also 
played consistently good hockey, now just two points behind 
Carolina entering the matchup. Both teams have nine games 
remaining in the regular season following tonight and while 
the two sides will meet again at MSG on Tuesday, April 26, 
this evening is an incredibly important contest for how the 
standings will look for the next two weeks. 

Defense Wins Championships: An integral part of the 
success for both clubs is their ability to defend. Since these 
two teams last met on Sunday, March 20, no one in the 
league has allowed fewer shots per game than the two, with 
Carolina's average of 24.3 per game ranks just 1.2 better 
than New York. The goaltending has been strong for both 
sides as well, with the two sides ranking number two and 
three respectively in goals against per game. Carolina has 
allowed 2.33 per outing since March 20 and New York sits 
just behind them at 2.36. 

Special Special Teams: The Canes have had the top ranking 
penalty kill for the majority of the season (88.4%), but they 
will have a massive test on their hands tonight. The Rangers 
power play ranks second league-wide with a success rate of 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 12, 2022 

 

26.4% and when it comes to scoring on the power play, no 
NHL skater has been better than Chris Kreider. 25 of 
Kreider's 49 goals this season have come on the man 
advantage, the most by any player in a single season since 
Ilya Kovalchuk recorded 27 in 2005-06. 

Need A Helper?: Jaccob Slavin and Tony DeAngelo are 
creeping their way up some franchise history lists, both 
sitting third and fourth right now for assists by a defenseman 
in a single season. DeAngelo (37) and Slavin (35) sit only 
behind Frantisek Kaberle (38) and Joni Pitkanen (40). 

A Look At The Other Side: The Rangers have won three in a 
row entering tonight and are 7-2-1 in their last ten games. 
Artemi Panarin leads the team with his 88 points, including 
his 67 assists, which rank third in the league. Speaking of 
league leaders, goaltender Igor Shesterkin has been in the 

discussion for the Vezina Trophy all season long, with his 
.935 save percentage (SV%) leading the league, his 2.07 
goals against average (GAA) being tied with Frederik 
Andersen for the league lead and his 34 wins being tied for 
second. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Tonight is Don Waddell's 1,100th 
game as an NHL General Manager. Max Domi's first goal 
with the Canes will be his 100th of his NHL career. Teuvo 
Teravainen is two goals shy of 100 as a member of the team. 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight.

 

 

 

Rangers excited to see where they 'stack up' against Hurricanes 

New York is 11-3-1 in past 15, trails Carolina by two points 
for first in Metropolitan 

By Dan Rosen 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. -- Gerard Gallant started the season 
by setting what he figured was a reasonable goal for the New 
York Rangers. 

"To be battling for a playoff spot," the coach said. 

It's fair to say clinching a berth in the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
and battling the Carolina Hurricanes for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division with nine games remaining was not 
part of his original vision. 

"But it is now," Gallant said. "Things change during the 
season. It doesn't shock me right now." 

The Rangers can move into a tie with the Hurricanes for first 
place in the division by defeating them at Madison Square 
Garden on Tuesday (7 p.m. ET; MSG, BSSO, ESPN+, NHL 
LIVE). 

Carolina has 102 points in 73 games (47-18-8). New York 
has 100 points in 73 games (47-20-6). 

"You want to see where you stack up," Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba said. "They want first place, too, so it should 
be a fun game for us." 

Carolina will end Tuesday night in first place regardless 
because it currently has two more regulation wins than New 
York (41-39), but the fact that the Rangers are in the position 
they are is a testament to how they've played since losing 6-
2 to the St. Louis Blues on March 10, the same night the 
Hurricanes won 2-0 against the Colorado Avalanche. 

At that point, the Hurricanes held an eight-point lead on the 
Rangers with one game in hand. 

New York is 11-3-1 since, including a 2-0 win at Carolina on 
March 20, the night after it won 2-1 at the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. The Rangers have also won three times against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins since March 25 to open a six-point 
cushion on them in the division standings. 

"I think we're playing better defensive hockey overall," 
Gallant said. 

New York is allowing 2.40 goals per game and 26.2 shots on 
goal per game in its past 15 games, both second in the 
league in that span. 

"We're playing a smarter game with the puck, managing the 
puck better," Gallant said. "It's simple things. It's not like 
we're changing a whole lot of systems. That's not happening. 
It's puck management is better and giving up less Grade A 
chances, and that's really important." 

Carolina, meanwhile, is 7-6-3 in its past 16 games since the 
2-0 win against the Avalanche. 

"We've been yo-yoing a bit as of late," Carolina captain 
Jordan Staal said. "It's always interesting playing against 
teams that are out of the playoffs and teams that are in and 
the different kind of games you might run into. We know we 
have to be a consistent group, and we have been. Our first 
goal is making playoffs, and it's only natural I think to maybe 
have a little lull once you do clinch, but I think the guys have 
gathered themselves a bit. I'm trying to tell them we need to 
be playing our best hockey rolling into the playoffs, and that's 
not taking any shortcuts in these last nine games. We want 
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to continue to build on what we do best and how we play 
Hurricane hockey. That's what we're going to try to do." 

Following the game Tuesday, the Rangers and Hurricanes 
will play against each other one more time, at Madison 
Square Garden on April 26. That's Carolina's penultimate 
regular-season game. 

New York will still have two more after that one, at home 
against the Montreal Canadiens on April 27 and against the 
Washington Capitals on April 29. 

"It's important," Staal said of finishing first. "I mean, it could 
matter. It might not matter, but it could, so it's important. We 

wanted to be No. 1 this whole year. We wanted to be the 
best team in the league." 

The Rangers just wanted to get into the playoffs. That's not 
enough anymore. 

"The bigger picture is down the road," Gallant said. "If you 
had a disappointing result [Tuesday] night, it's not the end of 
the world, but I think for playing nine games, there's 
something to look forward to. There's a battle." 

Said Staal, "Everyone wants to be that team that everyone 
fears, and you don't want to give a team even an inch. I think 
this is a big motivating game for us."

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Maple Leafs rolling behind scorching Auston Matthews  

Matthews has Toronto Maple Leafs fans thinking this year 
will be different 

By Austin Nivison  

It's time to talk about the Toronto Maple Leafs. Led by 
Auston Matthews, the hottest player in the NHL, they are 
playing their best hockey with the playoffs right around the 
corner. 

Over his last 50 games, Matthews is averaging over one goal 
per game, which is an absurd pace in today's league. 
Matthews is just two goals away from becoming the first 
player to hit 60 goals since Steven Stamkos in 2011-12. 
Matthews is just operating at a different speed than anyone 
else, and for evidence of that, look no further than his 
ridiculous overtime goal against the Dallas Stars last week. 

With Matthews playing like the Hart Trophy favorite, the 
Maple Leafs have been cruising against some of the NHL's 
top teams. Toronto is 8-1-1 in its last 10 games, and the 
team looks like it's going to be a major problem in the 
playoffs. With a first-round matchup with the Lightning or 
Bruins, it is possible that the Maple Leafs have another early 
exit, but there is very good reason to believe in this team. 

As the Maple Leafs get everyone's hopes up right before the 
postseason, here are the updated NHL Power Rankings:  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

1  Panthers  

The Comeback Cats were out in 
full force last week. The 
Panthers spotted the Maple 
Leafs a 5-1 lead before storming 
back for a 7-6 win in overtime. In 
the very next game, Florida fell 
behind 3-1 to Buffalo and wound 
up winning 4-3 in regulation. 
This Panthers team is not only 
elite, but they are a ton of fun to 

--  
51-
15-6 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

watch. You can't turn the 
channel because no lead is safe 
against them.  

2  Avalanche  

Colorado has won six games in 
a row, and no defenseman is 
putting the puck in the net quite 
like Cale Makar. The Avs' 
defensive phenom netted his 
25th goal of the season last 
week, which is six more than the 
next defenseman. Makar is now 
in a two-horse race for the 2022 
Norris Trophy.  

--  
52-
14-6 

3  Flames  

Rasmus Andersson has really 
solidified the Flames' blue line 
this season. His 40 assists and 
44 points are career highs by 
wide margins, and he has been 
an effective distributor on the 
power play. Perhaps more 
important, Calgary has 
command of the game when 
Andersson is on the ice. At five-
on-five, the Flames control 
56.43% of the expected goals 
when Andersson is in the game.  

1  
44-
19-9 

4  
Maple 
Leafs  

Ice crews are having to work 
overtime these days. It's not 
because the weather is warming 
up outside the arena. Auston 
Matthews is just that hot. On the 
season, Matthews has 58 goals 
and will crack 60 goals and 100 

3  
47-
19-6 
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

points with ease. He has always 
been an elite player, but he has 
found yet another gear, and he 
is a big reason to believe that 
things will be different for 
Toronto this postseason.  

5  Rangers  

Chris Kreider has taken his 
scoring to another level this 
season. He is on the verge of 
potting 50 goals in 2021-22, 
which will be 22 more than his 
career high of 28. If you're 
looking for the difference, I will 
direct you to the power play. In 
five-on-four situations, Kreider 
leads the NHL in expected goals 
(12.15) and goals (23).  

1  
47-
20-6 

6  Bruins  

On the day of the trade deadline, 
Jake DeBrusk signed a contract 
extension with the Bruins, but 
reports indicate that he still 
wants to be dealt in the 
offseason. My advice to Boston 
would be finding a way to make 
it work. On a team with depth 
scoring issues, DeBrusk has 22 
goals and is fifth on the squad 
with 11.25 expected goals at 
five-on-five. He is an effective 
player, and he is just 25 years 
old.  

3  
45-
22-5 

7  Lightning  

The Bolts were able to halt a 
four-game losing streak by 
taking out some frustrations on 
the Sabres in a 5-0 win. That 
stretch was the first time in a 
while in which Tampa looked 
somewhat average, but a lighter 
schedule this week should help 
the team get back on track.  

2  
44-
20-8 

8  Wild  

After losing two consecutive 
games against divisional foes in 
the Predators and Blues, the 
Wild were able to stop the 
bleeding with a big win over the 
Kings. Minnesota fell behind 3-0 
in the first period but flipped a 
switch and dominated from there 
for a 6-3 victory as the team tries 
to hold off St. Louis for home-ice 
advantage.  

--  
44-
21-6 

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

9  Oilers  

Edmonton has put its mid-
season funk in the rearview 
mirror. For a while, it seemed 
like the Oilers may not make the 
playoffs at all, but now they 
could very well lock up the No. 2 
spot in the Pacific Division. That 
has a lot to do with Connor 
McDavid playing at his peak. 
Since Mar. 9, McDavid has 13 
goals and 26 points while driving 
his team up the Western 
Conference standings.  

2  
42-
25-6 

10 Hurricanes  

Jordan Staal has never really 
been known for his scoring 
touch, but he has gone through 
some very long goal droughts 
this season. That's why it has 
probably been refreshing for the 
Hurricanes to see Staal light the 
lamp five times in his last three 
games, including a hat trick in 
the team's win over the Ducks.  

1  
47-
18-8 

11 Capitals  

Washington strung together a 
massive week that included wins 
over the Lightning, Penguins, 
and Bruins. The Capitals looked 
locked into the second wild card 
spot, but third place in the Metro 
Division is back in play with 
Pittsburgh slipping. That may 
seem insignificant, but it would 
mean the difference in playing 
the Panthers or one of the 
Hurricanes or Rangers in the 
first round.  

4  
40-
22-
10  

12 Blues  

Matchbox Twenty is back in a 
big way. Robert Thomas has 
been on a tear for the Blues, 
who have now won five games 
in a row. Thomas has recorded 
17 points in his last nine games 
and is now tied with Jordan 
Kyrou for the team lead in points 
with 65.  

5  
42-
20-
10  

13 Penguins  

The Penguins were able to put 
an end to their four-game skid 
with an overtime win over the 
Predators on Sunday. Pittsburgh 
needed to get two points with 
the Capitals suddenly right in 
their rearview mirror for third 
place in the Metro Division. 
Falling to the wild card spot and 

3  
42-
22-
10  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

playing the Panthers in the first 
round is a pretty unappealing 
proposition for any team.  

14 
Golden 
Knights  

After going 1-1 this past week, 
the Golden Knights have a 
pivotal road trip up to Western 
Canada this week. Games 
against the Canucks, Flames, 
and Oilers will go a long way to 
determining Vegas' playoff fate. 
The team can't really afford any 
more losing skids.  

2  
40-
29-4 

15 Stars  

With an overtime loss to the 
Maple Leafs and a last-minute 
loss to the Devils in regulation, 
the Stars missed a chance to 
pick up three points on the 
Predators and Golden Knights in 
the playoff race. Dallas was able 
to bounce back with a win over 
the Blackhawks, but now games 
against the Lightning and Wild 
loom large in the upcoming 
days.  

1  
41-
27-4 

16 Predators  

Roman Josi is having a season 
for the ages in Nashville. In the 
Preds' win over the Senators, 
Josi scored a goal to break Paul 
Kariya's franchise record for 
points in a season. As things 
currently stand, Josi has 87 
points with 10 games remaining. 
Based on the way he's been 
lighting up the stat sheet this 
year, 100 points is not off the 
table for Josi.  

--  
41-
26-5 

17 Kings  

The Kings just had the type of 
week they could not afford. They 
went 0-3-0 and blew a three-
goal lead in a loss to the Wild. 
There is a lot of talk about the 
Predators, Stars, and Golden 
Knights battling it out for playoff 
spots, but Los Angeles needs to 
be in that discussion as well. If 
Vegas climbs into that third spot 
in the Pacific Division, the Kings 
could be on the outside looking 
in.  

4  
38-
26-
10  

18 Canucks  

Your NHL leader in goals saved 
above average at five-on-five is 
not Igor Shesterkin, Jacob 
Markstrom, or Juuse Saros. That 

2  
35-
28-
10  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

distinction goes to Thatcher 
Demko with 25.30. I'm curious to 
see how much Vezina Trophy 
love he gets with the Canucks 
out the outskirts of the playoff 
race for much of the season.  

19 Jets  

Losses in extra time have really 
cost the Jets some valuable 
points this season. Winnipeg's 
overtime defeat against the 
Avalanche was the 11th such 
loss of the season, which is tied 
for second most in the NHL. If 
the Jets had won a handful of 
those games, they would be in 
the thick of the playoff race.  

--  
35-
28-
11  

20 Islanders  

The Isles have had major issues 
finding the back of the net this 
season, but Ilya Sorokin has 
given them a chance to win 
every night anyway. Sorokin is 
second in the league with 22.61 
goals saved above average at 
five-on-five. His season 
shouldn't be overshadowed by 
the Islanders' struggles.  

2  
33-
29-9 

21 
Blue 
Jackets  

After a very promising first 
season in Columbus last year, 
Jack Roslovic has had a rough 
go of it in 2021-22. Perhaps the 
most discouraging part of it is 
that Roslovic's current shooting 
percentage is almost identical to 
last season's. That means his 
scoring struggles aren't simply a 
result of bad luck. Roslovic did 
score a hat trick in a win over 
the Red Wings, so perhaps that 
helps him close the year on a 
high note.  

6  
34-
33-6 

22 Red Wings  

Dylan Larkin has returned to his 
scoring ways with three goals in 
his last four games. That puts 
him at 31 on the year, and he 
only needs two more in 10 
games to set a new career high. 
Larkin has taken a step forward 
this season, and he should 
command a large number when 
he becomes eligible for a 
contract extension this summer.  

9  
28-
34-
10  
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Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

23 Canadiens  

On Feb. 9, Cole Caufield had 
just one goal on the season. 
Now, he is two goals away from 
20 in his rookie season. That is 
an incredible turnaround, and 
Montreal might have something 
special with him and Nick Suzuki 
leading the way up front.  

2  
20-
42-
11  

24 Flyers  

Since coming to Philadelphia as 
a major piece in the Claude 
Giroux trade, Owen Tippett 
might be settling in with his new 
team. Tippett has two goals in 
his last four games, and the 
Flyers hope they will see a lot 
more of that in the coming years. 

2  
23-
38-
11  

25 Kraken  

The Kraken are one of the worst 
offensive teams in the NHL by a 
number of metrics, but you only 
need to look at their individual 
goal totals. Jared McCann is the 
only player with 20 goals (25), 
and the next closest is Jordan 
Eberle, who needs two more to 
reach that benchmark.  

3  
23-
43-6 

26 Senators  

Tim Stützle got called out by the 
Canadiens' Brendan Gallagher 
for essentially playing possum 
on the ice. I can't say whether 
Stützle is actually embellishing 
his injuries, but I'm siding with 
him because Gallagher 
immediately resorted to the, 
"Think about the kids," line of 
attack.  

1  
26-
40-6 

27 Blackhawks 

The Blackhawks' losing streak 
has now hit seven games. The 
team is clearly a long way off 
from contending for a Stanley 
Cup again, and that brings up 
questions about whether Patrick 
Kane and Jonathan Toews 
would be willing to stick around 
with one year left on their 
contracts after this season.  

5  
24-
37-
11  

28 Sabres  

The Sabres' schedule has been 
brutal lately. They have played 
the Hurricanes twice, Panthers 
twice, and Lightning once. 

5  
26-
37-
11  

Rk Teams    Chg Rcrd 

Buffalo won just one of those 
games, but even in the losses, 
they were able to put a scare 
into the Panthers and 
Hurricanes. This team has been 
fairly competitive down the 
stretch, so maybe it can parlay 
that into a step forward next 
season.  

29 Ducks  

The Ducks have a big decision 
to make as it pertains to John 
Gibson this offseason. Gibson is 
under contract at $6.4 million per 
year through the 2026-27 
season, and he has not been 
himself this year. His -11.17 
goals saved above average at 
five-on-five is the fifth worst in 
the NHL. Will Anaheim count on 
a bounce back year in 2022-23 
or will they move Gibson, who 
could generate a nice return in a 
trade?  

--  
29-
33-
12  

30 Sharks  

The Sharks have one point in 
their last six games, and depth 
scoring has been a massive 
issue all season. Timo Meier 
(31), Tomas Hertl (28), and 
Logan Couture (23) all have 
more than 20 goals, but the next 
highest scorer on the team is 
Jonathan Dahlen with 12 goals.  

--  
29-
33-9 

31 Devils  

Jack Hughes' season was cut 
short due to a knee injury he 
suffered against the Islanders. 
That's a shame because Hughes 
was really rolling down the 
stretch. Prior to that game 
against the Islanders, Hughes 
had seven goals in his last six 
games.  

1  
25-
41-6 

32 Coyotes  

It's been a while, but the 
Coyotes have finally found their 
way back to the basement of 
these power rankings. Getting 
outscored 16-3 while going 0-3-0 
will do that to a team. At least 
there are only 10 games left, 
Arizona.  

8  
22-
45-5 
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About Last Night: The Captain 

Jordan Staal scored his first regular season hat trick in 13 
years Sunday evening as the Canes beat the Ducks 5-2.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up a good all-around win 
Sunday evening at home, beating the Anaheim Ducks 5-2 on 
the back of a Jordan Staal hat trick.  

It was a big win for the Canes, who felt like they kind of 
needed one where things just went right.  

About last night: 

The Captain 

It’s kind of crazy to think about the fact that Jordan Staal had 
never scored a hat trick with the Carolina Hurricanes.  

The Canes’ captain, who has been with the team since 2012 
and has now scored 134 goals as a Hurricane, had gone 
over 13 years without recording a regular season hat trick.  

His last came on Nov. 11, 2008 when he was playing for the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, and he now holds the NHL record for 
longest gap between regular season hat tricks at almost 
5,000 days. He did have a postseason one in 2012, also for 
the Penguins.  

Before Sunday evening, Staal had eight games with two 
goals for the Hurricanes, and the wild thing about that is that 
six of those games have come in the last two seasons. He 
found a scoring touch like never before last year with four 
two-goal games, but he could never find a third.  

And that scoring touch has returned for Staal here in this 
season, as a historically long scoreless drought through most 
of the season has completely turned around for the Carolina 
captain in the past few weeks.  

Staal has now scored 11 goals in his last 29 games played 
after going 35 games without a goal. The last three times 
he’s scored he’s had multiple goals in the game, with a two-
goal effort on March 4 and April 7 to go along with his hat 
trick. He’s got five goals in his last three games, too.  

It’s the kind of thing that is great to see. Staal, who has put in 
so much for the organization, deserved a night where he got 
to see the hats pouring over the boards for him.  

And there’s nobody on the Hurricanes who has more 
admiration and respect in the locker room, and there’s not a 
guy on the team who people in that room want to see 
succeed on the ice more than Staal.  

“I was probably more pumped for him than he was for 
himself,” said defenseman Jaccob Slavin. “He’s our leader. 
He brings it every single night. Night in and night out, he’s 
always working hard. He cares about the game a lot. He 

cares about the guys in the locker room. I know I look up to 
him as a player and a person, so when you see guys get 
rewarded like that it’s special.” 

An All-Around Win 

It’s maybe a bit of understatement to say that the Hurricanes 
haven’t been playing their best hockey in the past couple 
weeks, but Sunday’s win over the Ducks was just what the 
doctor ordered.  

The Canes played well, settled in after a crazy first period to 
take control and win the game handily.  

Carolina absolutely dominated the analytical side of things. 
The Canes had a 65.77 CF%, led the scoring chances 41-12 
and the high-danger chances 25-4, a simply ridiculous 
number.  

The scoreboard showed the end result, too, as a 5-2 win 
maybe wasn’t even fully indicative how much the Hurricanes 
dominated the play of the game.  

The penalty kill was great. The power play, while not scoring, 
generated a ton of chances and looked better than it has in a 
good little bit. The 5-on-5 play was strong.  

When asked about the power play specifically, head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour gushed about the entire performance. And 
he’s right, it was a good one.  

“It was great. We had a lot of good looks. We got in and had 
zone time,” Brind’Amour said. “The second power play, two 
of our guys were out so we kind of mixed and matched the 
unit, but they got some good looks. It was good. Penalty kill 
was great. Everything was good tonight.” 

Other Thoughts 

 Frederik Andersen just continues to be a rock. He 
picked up his 34th win of the season in his 50th 
game with the Hurricanes Sunday night, tying him 
for the second-most wins all time in the first 50 
games with a team.  

 Andrei Svechnikov continues to show how well-
rounded his game is, displaying his physicality and 
aggression that couples nicely with his high-end 
skill. Brind’Amour said postgame that Svechnikov 
“plays playoff hockey”, a good description of the still 
so young Svechnikov.  

 The Carolina Hurricanes’ shot heat map from 
Sunday evening’s game is a work of art. Spoiler: 
good things happen when you get to the front of the 
net.
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Chicago Wolves closing in on clinching top seed in AHL’s Central Division 

Plus: Hurricanes prospect Noel Gunler recorded his first AHL 
goal.  

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 44-13-5-5 (98 points; 1st in Central Division; 2nd in 
AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.37 

Goals Against/Game: 2.51 

Shots/Game: 34.19 

Shots Against/Game: 26.04 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.5% (17th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 83.9% (4th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (88) — Also tied 
for league lead 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (40) — league lead 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (63) 

Next Game: Wednesday, April 13 at Texas 

(stats as of April 10, 2022)  

Game 65: Wolves 4, Stars 2 

With many European and NCAA teams finding their seasons 
coming to a close, an influx of young players find themselves 
playing in the AHL for the first time, helping to bolster an 
already talented roster. In this daytime game, forwards Noel 
Gunler and Vasily Ponomarev made their AHL debuts. 
Gunler’s run with Brynas in the SHL ended after three playoff 
games; Ponomarev bounced between three different leagues 
in Russia before finding his season in the KHL over. With this 
game, the Wolves have now officially used 47 different 
players, a new franchise record.  

Both players excelled in their debut, with Ponomarev 
recording his first AHL point on the Wolves’ opening goal. 
Gunler was more noticeable as the game went on, helping to 
create chances for his teammates.  

The Wolves found themselves surrendering a goal just 14 
seconds into the game, allowed just 18 shots on goal, an 
unfortunately frequent occurrence as of late. This time, the 
puck bounced in off of Pyotr Kochetkov’s back. The 
goaltender recovered easily from the mishap, though, and 
though he didn’t face many shots — just 18 over the course 
of the game — he held steady when needed.  

Gust’s opening goal came courtesy Ponomarev and 
Jamieson Rees, with Ponomarev carrying the puck through 
the neutral zone before passing to Rees, and then advancing 
to cover the front of the net. Rees’ rebound came out to 
Ponomarev, who passed to Gust, allowing the veteran of the 
line to shoot into a mostly empty net.  

CJ Smith scored twice — once off of a redirect and once into 
an empty net with less than a minute left. Stefan Noesen’s 

goal stood as the game winner, a tipped puck from a Jesper 
Sellgren shot.  

The Wolves’ win clinched a first round bye in the playoffs, 
guaranteeing that they’ll finish no lower than third in the 
Central Division. (In the league’s expanded playoff format 
this season, the top three teams in the Central skip the best-
of-three first round; the fourth and fifth seeds face off with the 
winner taking on the top seed.)  

Scoring: CJ Smith, 2 G; Stefan Noesen, 1 G, 1 A; David 
Gust, 1 G; Jesper Sellgren, 1 A; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 A; 
Jamieson Rees, 1 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 1 
A; Griffin Mendel, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 16 of 18, 0.889 sv%  

Game 66: Wolves 2, Moose 1 (OT) 

The Manitoba Moose are one of the few teams who have 
given the Wolves troubles this year. Four of their eight 
games have needed extra time, with three ending in overtime 
and one needing a shootout.  

Their most recent matchup wasn’t exactly a thrilling affair, 
with the Wolves’ 16 total shots standing as a new season low 
for them. Despite limited action, both goaltenders were 
perfect through two periods, and it took a shorthanded 
opportunity for the Wolves for them to finally break through.  

Smallman collected a puck along the boards when a Moose 
player lost an edge. He, Ponomarev, and Jalen Chatfield 
came down the ice on a 3-on-1, cycling the puck between 
the three of them before it ended up back on Smallman’s 
stick for a tip in. This was Smallman’s first goal since March 
9 against Grand Rapids.  

From there, it looked like the Wolves were trying to hang on 
to win a 1-0 game. The Moose had other ideas, however, as 
a long shot from defenseman Leon Gawanke clanked in off 
the crossbar and behind Kochetkov to tie the game with 2:38 
left in regulation.  

In overtime, the Wolves controlled the puck from the very 
beginning. Andrew Poturalski took advantage of a bad 
change by the Moose, leading all three Wolves into the 
offensive zone. Defenseman Jesper Sellgren skated down 
the middle and unleashed a perfect shot to win the game for 
the Wolves, just 46 seconds into overtime.  

While this game didn’t feature the most exciting moments on 
offense, the Wolves’ six penalties did provide for ample time 
to watch how some of the Hurricanes’ top prospects have 
stepped up defensively. Ryan Suzuki has been playing a 
larger role on the penalty kill and made several smart moves, 
at one point stripping an opposing player of the puck in the 
neutral zone to clear the puck.  

When asked about Suzuki, Wolves coach Ryan Warsofsky 
spoke about the young forward’s usage on the penalty kill 
this season. “I think you can gain confidence in different 
ways. Sometimes it’s not going to be on the score sheet,” 
Warsofsky said. “[Suzuki] was really good on our PK tonight. 
I thought he can add it to his repertoire [...] Hopefully it’s a 
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step in the right direction, and the 5-on-5 points and the 
power play points will come.”  

In counterpoint to Suzuki’s calm play, Jamieson Rees has a 
sort of frenetic energy pretty much all of the time. He’s the 
kind of player who usually gets described as having a motor 
that doesn’t quit, and that’s evident on the penalty kill, where 
he frequently harasses opposing players across the ice. 
Watching him on the penalty kill, you could easily see how 
he would be able to create shorthanded opportunities for his 
team.  

Warsofsky also praised Kochetkov’s strong performance in 
the game, as well: “This was probably top one or two, right 
here. He was sharp, made some big saves in the first. Could 
have been easily 2-0 in the first. You need a good goalie this 
time of year and he’s been everything that has come 
advertised.” 

Scoring: Spencer Smallman, 1 G; Jesper Sellgren, 1 G; 
Andrew Poturalski, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 1 A; Vasily 
Ponomarev, 1 A; Jalen Chatfield, 1 A 

In net: Pyotr Kochetkov, saved 27 of 28, 0.964 sv%  

Game 67: Wolves 5, Monsters 2 

A second period explosion of goals ensured a Wolves win 
against the Monsters, giving them the season sweep over 
the Blue Jackets’ AHL affiliate. With this win, the Wolves’ 
magic number to clinch the Central Division title is down to 
three.  

Spencer Smallman opened scoring in the first period, 
recording points in his third consecutive game. Smallman 
teamed up with Suzuki just three minutes into the game as 
the pair came into the zone. Smallman’s shot went over the 
stick of a Monsters defender and under the crossbar for his 
seventh goal of the season.  

While shots were 11-10 in favor of Chicago in the first period, 
the Monsters were quiet for most of the period. Most of their 
shots were amassed in a two minute span shortly after 
Smallman’s goal. However, Wolves goaltender Alex Lyon 
had to make two big saves in the final minute of play to keep 
the Monsters off the board.  

Now, you’ll be forgiven if you missed some goals in the 
second period, given that the Wolves scored three times in 
just around five minutes of play. Stefan Noesen got the 
second period started quickly, scoring just 51 seconds in. He 
got his stick on a rebound from an Andrew Poturalski shot, 
recording his league-leading 40th goal of the season.  

Two minutes later, it was Jalen Chatfield’s turn, unleashing 
his shot as he came down the middle of the ice. Slightly 
more than two minutes after that, a fantastic individual effort 
from Andrew Poturalski gave the Wolves a 4-0 lead. 
Poturalski came down along the boards, took the puck 
behind the Monsters’ net, and tucked it in on the wrap-
around.  

The Wolves got a bit sloppy after that, allowing two straight 
goals from the Monsters, but turned things around midway 
through the second. A harmless looking play unfolded to give 
Noel Gunler his first AHL goal. The goal was initially awarded 

to David Gust, but on review, it was determined that the puck 
didn’t touch his stick. Ponomarev picked up an assist, giving 
him three points in three career AHL games.  

After all of the excitement of the second period, the third felt 
like a slog. While Chicago held the edge in shots 12-7 in the 
period, none of them felt truly dangerous. The Monsters, who 
replaced their goaltender with newcomer Linden Marshall in 
his AHL debut, worked hard to protect their goalie from high 
danger shots, but the damage had already been done the 
previous period.  

After the game, Gunler broke down the play that unfolded for 
his first AHL goal: “I see the puck on the boards and try to 
go, I see a guy comes behind me and I try to shake him off. 
Then I get a little bit of space and then I try to take it to the 
net and luckily it went in.” 

Like many young players adjusting to the AHL, Gunler noted 
some differences between here and the SHL, namely 
commenting on the increased speed of the game. “It’s a little 
bit quicker, more around the board, so that probably [is] 
some adjustment I need to do, but feels like it’s getting better 
and better for every game so far.” He describes his game as 
focused on offense: “I try to be [an] offensive forward who 
likes to shoot the puck and score goals. Try to be a 
dangerous player out there.” 

Warsofsky has been impressed with the contributions of the 
new players in the lineup. Gunler “looked a little bit more 
confident today,” he said, which was good to note, as the 
forward got somewhat limited usage the day before against 
Manitoba. “Ponomarev is a smart player without the puck, 
and those are usually the challenges you have.”  

Defenseman Griffin Mendel, who signed an ATO with the 
team after finishing his college career with Quinnipiac, also 
garnered praise. “Mendel’s been really impressive. Just 
almost like a third, fourth year pro the way he plays.” 

Noesen, en route to capturing the AHL’s goal scoring title 
this season, becomes the first player since Colin McDonald 
in 2010-11. He scored 42 with the Oklahoma City Barons. 
Noesen is the first Wolves player to hit 40 since Brett Sterling 
and Darren Haydar both did it in the 2006-07 season. 
Noesen is the sixth player in franchise history to score at 
least 40 goals; in addition to Sterling and Haydar, Noesen 
joins Steve Maltais, Rob Brown, and Chris Marinucci in the 
franchise record books.  

Warsofsky described Noesen as the team’s “engine” after 
the game. “He plays hard, he’s a heavy forward, he’s hard to 
defend, he can tip pucks like the best of them. He’s got a 
knack for scoring goals, he could probably even have more 
than 40. He was a little snakebitten early in the season but 
he gets hot and he’s just hard to defend. He’s a hard 
matchup for teams.”  

Scoring: Spencer Smallman, 1 G, 1 A; Andrew Poturalski, 1 
G, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 1 G; Noel Gunler, 1 G; Jalen 
Chatfield, 1 G; Ryan Suzuki, 1 A; Richard Panik, 1 A; Griffin 
Mendel, 1 A; Ivan Lodnia, 1 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 A; Jesper 
Sellgren, 1 A; Vasily Ponomarev, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 23 of 25, 0.920 sv%
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Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers: Game Preview 

The balance of power in the Metro will be decided in large 
part by the results of a pair of Tuesday night showdowns on 
Broadway. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Carolina Hurricanes (47-18-8) at New York Rangers (47-20-
6) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 74 
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 – 7:00 p.m. ET 
Madison Square Garden – New York, NY 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Blueshirt Banter 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

With just over two weeks left in the regular season, both the 
Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers have sewn up 
their spots in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. Once they get 
there, it’s exceedingly unlikely that they will play each other 
in the first round. 

But that’s all we really know at the moment. These two 
teams will face each other twice in the next 14 days, both in 
Manhattan, and the results of that 120 minutes (plus 
potential overtime) of game action will go a long way in 
determining each team’s potential road map to the Stanley 
Cup. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Rangers 

Record 47-18-8 47-20-6 

Goals/Game 3.31 3.03 

Goals Against/Game 2.37 2.52 

Shots/Game 33.73 28.89 

Face Off Win % 53.7% 47.8% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.9% (9th) 26.4% (2nd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.3% (1st) 81.6% (9th) 

ES Corsi For % 55.80% 47.02% 

ES PDO 100.94 101.29 

PIM/Game 09:16 08:21 

Goaltender #1 

Category Frederik Andersen Igor Shesterkin 

Record 34-13-3 34-10-4 

Save % .925 .935 

GAA 2.07 2.07 

Goaltender #2 

Category Antti Raanta Alexandar Georgiev 

Record 12-4-4 12-9-2 

Save % .914 .894 

GAA 2.42 3.03 

 

Game Notes 

 This is the third of four meetings between the 
Rangers and Hurricanes this season, but the first at 
MSG. On January 21 at PNC Arena, the Hurricanes 
took a 6-3 win, but the Rangers (and specifically 
Alexandar Georgiev) got their revenge three weeks 
ago, when Georgiev pitched a shutout and the 
Rangers won 2-0 despite being outshot 44-18. 

 Oddly, in both games this season, it’s been 
Georgiev and not presumptive Vezina Trophy 
winner Igor Shesterkin who has faced Carolina. 
Shesterkin is likely to play tonight, though, and this 
would be only his second-ever game against the 
Hurricanes. He’s 1-0 career against them. 

 Frederik Andersen, himself a dark-horse Vezina 
candidate, played both games so far this season 
against the Rangers. He was supposed to get the 
day off on Sunday, but Antti Raanta was a bit under 
the weather, so it wouldn’t be a shock to see 
Raanta, a former Ranger, get the call tonight if he’s 
feeling up to it. 

 We usually pull these stats out for Western 
Conference teams, but this is a real oddity: tonight 
is the Hurricanes’ first game at Madison Square 
Garden since December 27, 2019. Yes, really. That 
was the second and final game at MSG in the 2019-
20 season; the teams didn’t play in 2020-21 due to 
the division-only schedule, and it took them until the 
end of April to visit this season. 
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 Given the Canes’ well-documented struggles at 
MSG, I’m sure they weren’t complaining: the 
Rangers are 18-1 against the Hurricanes at home 
since the start of the 2011-12 season. 

 We’d usually give stats for Hurricanes facing their 
former team in this space, but there are so damn 
many of them that we’ll just list them all: Raanta, 
Tony DeAngelo, Derek Stepan, Brendan Smith, 
Jesper Fast and Brady Skjei. In addition, Max 
Domi’s dad Tie played a couple seasons with the 
Rangers, Greg McKegg and Julien Gauthier are 

former Hurricanes, and Rangers GM Chris Drury is 
the uncle of Jack. 

 Also, Adam Fox is playing tonight. 

 Congratulations are in order to Don Waddell, who 
will witness his 1100th game as an NHL general 
manager tonight. He’s been with the Hurricanes for 
280 of those games (including tonight), and was the 
GM for 820 games in Atlanta from 1999-2010, 
serving as the head man for all but one season of 
the Thrashers’ existence before the team moved to 
Winnipeg.

  

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260308850.html 

https://theathletic.com/3243378/2022/04/12/carolina-hurricanes-jordan-staal-awards-odds/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-rangers/c-332886636 

https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-rangers-carolina-hurricanes-play-for-first-place-in-division/c-332890592 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-power-rankings-maple-leafs-rolling-behind-scorching-auston-matthews/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/11/23020229/about-last-night-the-captain 
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Rangers not planning to rest players extra down stretch of regular 
season 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The Rangers’ Gerard Gallant coaches to win, and that’s not about to 
change now that his team is officially in the playoffs.  

It sounds like Gallant will consider managing workloads or giving certain 
players a night off on a case-by-case basis and only if the situation 
warrants it. The goal has now shifted from securing a spot in the playoffs, 
which the club did on Saturday with a win over the Senators, to finishing 
the regular season as strong as possible and gearing up for their first 
legitimate trip to the Stanley Cup tournament since 2017.  

In order to do that, the Rangers want to be competing with their full lineup 
each game.  

“If we think there’s an issue with somebody getting too much ice time or 
we think they need a day off, then we’ll look at it,” Gallant said after 
practice at MSG Training Center in Tarrytown on Monday. “We’re going 
to do what’s right for our team moving forward and we’ll see where it 
goes. But it’s a one-day-at-a-time thing. There’s not a plan for the next 
nine games.”  

Gallant noted that if someone gets a little bruised or banged up, they 
probably will be held out of the lineup as a precaution no matter what. 
Having a fully healthy group going into the playoffs is the most important 
thing, but so is staying at the top of their game.  

Several players have expressed a preference for playing consistently in 
order to ensure they remain sharp. Defenseman Jacob Trouba said the 
Rangers don’t want to get complacent and coast until the end, and the 
way to accomplish that is by continuing to win games.  

“Definitely not take a rest, I think that’s kind of when you get in trouble,” 
he said. “I think it’s just doing the same things that got us here, playing 
the same way, just playing to be ready to play when the playoffs do 
come. That’s the main goal, is being at the top of your game to start the 
playoffs.  

“Guys may have different ways of doing that, personally, but as a team 
we want to keep playing the same way and keep building our game.”  

Filip Chytil, who suffered an upper-body injury against the Penguins last 
week, skated as an extra with the team on Monday. Gallant said he’d find 
out later in the day if Chytil was cleared to play, but the Czech forward 
took line rushes with the other scratches in Julien Gauthier, Greg 
McKegg, and Jonny Brodzinski.  

Patrik Nemeth did not participate in practice due to personal reasons. 
The Rangers said Nemeth’s absence was not related to the COVID-19 
fatigue he experienced earlier in the season. 
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Rangers' Kaapo Kakko, Kevin Rooney leaned on each other during long 
rehabs 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Sitting out of game action for a prolonged period of time with an injury 
isn’t easy for any player to deal with, but Rangers forwards Kaapo Kakko 
and Kevin Rooney had each other to get through it.  

“It was actually really nice that I had Kaap,” Rooney said after practice at 
MSG Training Center in Tarrytown on Monday. “We were battling to see 
who was going to come back first.”  

Added Kakko: “I think I was out a little bit longer, but that was good. 
Roons was with me on the ice, at the gym. So good for both of us.”  

Rooney and Kakko drew back into the lineup Saturday night against the 
Senators just in time to help the Rangers clinch a playoff berth with a 5-1 
victory over Ottawa. While Kakko hadn’t played since Jan. 21 and missed 
31 games, Rooney went down a little over a month later and was 
sidelined for 18 contests.  

The two spent a majority of their time on injured reserve together and 
seemingly worked through their recoveries side-by-side.  

Both players declined to get into the specifics of their respective injuries. 
Kakko did acknowledge he was able to skate a lot, which coincides with 
speculation that the Finnish winger was dealing with a suspected wrist 
injury.  

“At least I could skate, so that was good for me,” Kakko said. “At the 
gym, I got some time. So I think I’m a little stronger right now and in 
better shape, that was good. Also, watching the games, that’s not so fun. 
They played great, but you want to jump on the ice and play with them. 
Sometimes a little boring, but good right now.”  

Rooney, who is back in his usual fourth-line center spot, said he was 
secretly hoping the Islanders would beat Carolina on Friday so the 
Rangers could punch their ticket to the dance themselves against the 
Senators the following night. There were some jitters in the first game 
back, Rooney said, but the goal was to come in and not disrupt the 
Rangers’ recent success.  

Kakko noted that getting back in the Rangers’ lineup when he and 
Rooney did somewhat made it easier on them. Considering how well the 
team is playing, Kakko said, they just wanted to join the fray.  

“I liked him, I thought he was real good,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
said of Kakko in particular. “I think him and Rooney both, for missing the 
amount of time that they missed, they were both good players the other 
night. Kaapo had a couple real good shifts down low, where he spun off 
guys and made some plays.  
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“I thought they played really well for that first game back, better than I 
expected to be honest.”  

The Rangers’ locker room became a tad more crowded before Kakko 
and Rooney returned to the lineup, with four new players — Andrew 
Copp, Frank Vatrano, Tyler Motte and Justin Braun — coming in ahead 
of the trade deadline. Motte may be injured, but Rooney feels the lineup 
competition has been good for the team.  

“We got a deep team, we’ve got a lot of guys right now,” Rooney said. 
“There’s a lot of competition and if you want to go the distance, you’re 
going to need everyone. Every good team I’ve been on, there’s always 
been competition throughout the lineup and it’s nice to have that here. 
We just want to finish off strong and see how high we can climb in the 
standings.” 
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Rangers have playoff spot but want division title 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — The Rangers got Sunday off to enjoy the warm 
feeling of having clinched their first playoff berth in five years with 
Saturday’s 5-1 win over Ottawa. On Monday, they were back to work, 
prepping for their next challenge: the battle to finish first in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Gerard Gallant’s men are two points behind the division leaders, the 
Carolina Hurricanes, with nine games remaining in the regular season. 
The Rangers and Hurricanes will play each other twice in that span, with 
the first meeting Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

So the Metropolitan Division title is there to be had, and it is a goal for the 
team, Gallant said. He said it’s not a must-have, though. 

“The bigger picture’s down the road,’’ Gallant said after practice Monday. 
“It should be two teams ready to play tomorrow night for first place, and 
that’s going to be real 

ly exciting. And [we’ll] see where it goes. 

“Now if you had a disappointing result tomorrow night, it’s not the end of 
the world.’’ 

There’s value in chasing a goal to keep the team mentally and physically 
sharp in the final nine games, Gallant said. But he also made it clear that 
the greatest priority now is making sure the team is ready for the playoffs. 

That means if there are players with various bumps and bruises who 
might benefit from some rest during the season’s final three weeks, 
they’ll get that rest. 

“We’re going to do what’s right for our team,’’ Gallant said. 

He pointed out that the battle for second place in the division is not over 
yet. 

The Rangers lead Pittsburgh by six points and have a game in hand on 
the Penguins. 

The teams that finish second and third in the division will face each other 
in the first round of the playoffs, with the second-place team holding 
home ice advantage in that series. 

Defenseman Jacob Trouba didn’t sound as if he is all that fired up about 
winning the division title. 

“I think it’s more wanting to play well and continue to win games,’’ he 
said. “You don’t want to get complacent and say you’re in and kind of 
coast and not be ready to play. 

“You want to stay at the top of your game. And in order to do that, you’ve 
got to win hockey games. And we want to keep winning games. And if 
that puts us in first place, that puts us in first place.’’ 

The Rangers (47-20-6) and Hurricanes (47-18-8) have faced each other 
twice this season, with both games played in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
They split the two games, with Alexandar Georgiev starting in goal for the 
Rangers in both. 

Carolina won the first meeting, 6-3, on Jan. 21, and the Rangers won, 2-
0, on March 20, with Georgiev making 44 saves. 

After Tuesday, the final meeting between the teams will be April 26. 

Chytil practices 

Filip Chytil, who missed Saturday’s game with an upper-body injury, 
returned to practice Monday. 

Defenseman Patrik Nemeth did not practice for personal reasons, the 
Rangers said. 
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Playoff-bound Rangers still have more work to do with nine games left 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

When training camp began last fall, the Rangers were not interested in 
declaring what was obvious to everyone watching: Making the playoffs 
this season was a must for a group that had finished its four-year rebuild 
and was ready to open the window on its next era of Stanley Cup 
contention. 

But even if they wouldn’t say it publicly, they all knew the deal. 

“I think everyone knew the feeling,’’ Ryan Strome said after the Rangers 
clinched their first playoff berth in five years with a 5-1 win over the 
Ottawa Senators on Saturday. “I think we understood. You know, you 
look at our roster, you’ve got some of the best players in the world, some 
young talent, a little bit of everything, [including] probably the best goalie 
in the world. 

“I mean, it’s time,’’ he said. 

So, mission accomplished — as far as the minimum part of the season’s 
objectives is concerned. But with nine games left in the season, the 
Rangers have more work to do. 

They’ve blown past Pittsburgh for second place in the Metropolitan 
Division and now find themselves in a battle for first place in the division 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. The Rangers (100 points) trail the 
Hurricanes — who defeated Anaheim, 5-2, on Sunday night — by two 
points. 

Coach Gerard Gallant was asked Saturday if a division title is next on the 
agenda. 

“Well, it better be,’’ he said. “You always fight for home ice [advantage]. 
You fight to get in the playoffs and then, when you’re having the season 
that we’re having, you want to get home ice. That’s the next goal.’’ 

It just so happens the Hurricanes will be visiting the Garden on Tuesday 
in the first of two contests remaining between the teams. Game on. 
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Gallant said sometime around Christmas, he started to understand the 
kind of season this could become for the Rangers. They had lost the final 
three games of a four-game trip to Seattle and Western Canada in early 
November, then ripped off an 11-1 run to improve to 17-4-3. And they 
were winning without goalie Igor Shesterkin, who was out with a groin 
injury. 

“We were playing the right ways and winning games,’’ Gallant said. “We 
weren’t winning lucky because the goalie stood on his head. And I think, 
at that time, they said, ‘You know what, we’ve got something special.’ ’’ 

“[Making the playoffs] was something we talked about in the beginning of 
the year,’’ said Chris Kreider, who scored his 48th and 49th goals 
Saturday, tying Mike Gartner for fourth-most in a season in franchise 
history. “Get into the dance, punch our ticket. 

“Now it’s about building our game. Trying to secure home ice. And 
getting ourselves ready.’’ 

For bigger and better things. 
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Detroit Red Wings shake off playoff race elimination: 'Zero doubt' team is 
improving 

 

Helene St. James, Detroit Free Press 

 

The Detroit Red Wings have to move on from disappointment and 
recognize the opportunity the remaining three weeks of the 2021-22 
season represent. 

The weekend was marred by their elimination from the playoff race, 
though it was obvious it was coming. The Wings climbed within six points 
of a wild-card spot in mid-February, then went winless in 16 of 20 games. 

“We were close but that doesn’t count,” captain Dylan Larkin said. “We’re 
still another season not in the playoffs. We have to string together these 
last games to figure out how to win games.” 

PLAN AHEAD: Here's which Wings free agents Steve Yzerman should 
extend, who should exit 

NEW GUYS: How newcomers Jake Walman, Oskar Sundqvist fit into the 
Wings rebuild 

The Wings (28-34-10) host the Ottawa Senators on Tuesday in the first 
of three remaining games at Little Caesars Arena. Later in the week, the 
Wings start a slate that has them playing at the Carolina Hurricanes, at 
the New York Rangers, at home against the Florida Panthers, at the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, at the Panthers and home against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. That's a killer stretch of six straight against playoff-bound 
teams jostling for positioning, but performing well would give the Wings a 
chance to build for next season. 

The Wings were above .500 in points percentage as late as Feb. 17, but 
as the games intensified, they faltered. Learning how to win this time of 
year matters.  

"I was happy with our growth up till that point," coach Jeff Blashill said. "I 
think we had surprised people and played better than what other people 
had thought. Obviously, since then we haven’t been very good. We 
haven’t done a good enough job for a multitude of reasons. 

"I like the fact for the last three games we’ve had good fight. None of us 
want to be in this spot, we all want to be a team that’s fighting for a 
playoff spot right now. We’ve put a lot of people in positions to potentially 
grow and at times they have, and at times it’s gotten stagnant. Ultimately 

you hope as some of those young people in lots of different positions go 
through these experiences, they become better players on the other side 
of it. But in the end, we’re out of the playoffs again." 

The Wings rallied from a two-goal deficit in the third period Saturday 
against the Columbus Blue Jackets to force overtime before losing 5-4. 
Before that, a six-game losing streak ended April 5 when the Wings 
rallied from a two-goal deficit to beat the Boston Bruins. The next night, 
the Wings went into Winnipeg and beat an opponent that was trying to 
make the playoffs.  

"If you look at last year and a couple years before that, this year we went 
into arenas, we went into games, expecting to win," Larkin said. "Yeah, 
it’s disappointing when you don’t, but when you go into a building and 
you don’t expect to win, it’s a hopeless feeling. This year we’ve had 
enough guys, we’ve had enough good players to go into buildings and 
expect to win. We came up short, but it’s definitely trending in the right 
direction." 

In 2019-20, the Wings were the only team eliminated from the playoff 
race when the NHL paused the season March 12 in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic. Two years later, rookies Moritz Seider and Lucas 
Raymond headline the reasons for renewed enthusiasm in the rebuild.  

"There’s no doubt the arc of the franchise is headed in the right 
direction," Blashill said. "We kind of bottomed out in that arc. How quickly 
we can all get to where we want to be, I can’t answer that question, that 
depends on the growth of players, on some new guys coming in, a lot of 
things that are unknown. But there’s zero doubt the arc of the franchise is 
headed in the right direction." 

Detroit Free Press LOADED: 04.12.2022 

1241417 Detroit Red Wings 

 

'It's been a lot of fun': Pending free agent Sam Gagner hopes to return to 
Red Wings 

 

Ted Kulfan, The Detroit News 

 

Detroit — If things can work themselves out and if the Red Wings would 
want Sam Gagner back, Gagner for sure would like to return. 

The veteran forward can be an unrestricted free agent this summer, but 
Gagner didn't hide his preference to remain a Red Wing — just like last 
offseason, when Gagner re-signed with the Wings on a one-year 
contract. 

Given how well Gagner has played this season, and the experience and 
leadership he brings to the young roster, it wouldn't be shocking to see 
the two sides again come together on a new contract.  

"I’ve really enjoyed my time here,” Gagner said. “I’ve liked that the last 
couple of years I’ve had a chance to kind of settle into my role and play 
some important minutes; that's been nice. Being a leader is something I 
take a lot of pride and responsibility in, and trying to help this young 
group grow. It’s been a lot of fun for me." 

The stability, at this point in Gagner's career, also would be nice. 

Detroit is Gagner's seventh NHL stop (Edmonton twice). In three of the 
places, Gagner only played one season. The moving around has been 
difficult. 

More: UM's NHL exodus begins; Power signs with Buffalo, 
Johnson/Blankenburg to Columbus 

"Hockey players are creatures of habit and we get into routines. It's hard 
moving to different teams and going through that," Gagner said. "My 
family has been really happy, too, not having to move around. My wife’s 
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kind of a pro mover at this point, but she’d prefer not to do it every year, 
so that part of it has been good.” 

While not in a prime offensive role, Gagner has still has provided 12 
goals, the most he has scored since 2016-17 in Columbus when he had 
18. All the while, Gagner can be used up and down the lineup. He can 
play on a scoring line or on a more defensive line, where Gagner has 
been used primarily, along with the penalty kill. On occasion, he's been 
on the power play. 

Most importantly, coach Jeff Blashill knows he'll get a competent, 
professional performance wherever Gagner is used. But there's also the 
leadership factor that is crucial on a younger team such as the Wings. 

“He’s generally been used in more defensive-type roles, so he’s added 
lots of depth of scoring, which is important,” Blashill said. “It’s important 
for him to lead by example, but I wouldn’t necessarily just equate that to 
production. He could have four goals right now and I would tell you he is 
leading by example. He tries to do it right. His everyday approach has 
been really good, and he’s trying to play the way we want to play. 

"His example both on and off the ice has been really good.” 

The leadership role is something Gagner takes pride in and embraces. 

“The main thing is trying to help this group get better, and that’s kind of 
been my mindset all year,” Gagner said. “In order to do that you got to 
put your game on the ice and have to make sure you’re leading by 
example." 

Gagner, 32, was acquired from Edmonton in the 2020 trade deadline 
deal involving Andreas Athanasiou. Gagner appeared to be an extra in 
the trade, but the Wings quickly saw his value, and even more so during 
the shortened NHL pandemic season the following year. 

“That first full year he did an excellent job of leading, especially when 
times were tough," Blashill said. "It says a lot about him, his character, 
and who he is as a person. 

“I didn’t know him at all (when the Wings acquired Gagner) and I didn’t 
know what to expect. I learned quickly he was a guy who cared a ton, 
who was smart, who in that short period of time definitely said to me, ‘I’d 
like to have him back'." 

Gagner also wouldn't mind returning because he's enthusiastic about 
what the Wings are constructing. 

“The way we’re building, there’s a chance we’re a playoff team next 
year,” Gagner said. “I like the fact that I’ve been a part of helping this 
team grow and I’d like to be around for when it turns and be a part of 
helping that. 

"Playing in this market, where hockey matters, and there’s a rich history, 
it’s a great team to play for and a great group of guys and hopefully I can 
be around for a little bit longer.” 

Senators at Red Wings  

► Faceoff: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Little Caesars Arena, Detroit 

► TV/radio: BSD/97.1 FM 

► Outlook: The Senators (26-40-6) defeated the Wings twice in a 
weekend series earlier this month. ... Ottawa has lost its last three 
games. ... C Josh Norris (Oxford/Michigan) had four goals in the two 
games against his hometown team. 
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Sam Gagner relishes role with Red Wings, hopes to be around for better 
days 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – Sam Gagner played for eight teams in a span of six 
seasons, between the NHL and AHL, before finding stability in Detroit, 
and the Red Wings have valued his experience, leadership and two-way 
play. 

Young, rebuilding teams need veterans like Gagner, and he hopes to be 
around for better days. 

“Certainly, I’ve really enjoyed my time here,” Gagner said. “I’ve liked that 
the last couple of years I’ve had a chance to kind of settle into my role 
and play some important minutes. Being a leader is something I take a 
lot of pride and responsibility in, trying to help this young group grow. It’s 
been a lot of fun for me. 

“My family has been really happy, too, not having to move around. My 
wife’s kind of a pro mover at this point, but she’d prefer not to do it every 
year, so that part of it has been good.” 

Gagner has expressed his desire to return in conversations with general 
manager Steve Yzerman. His play warrants an extension. Gagner’s 12 
goals are the most he has scored since 2016-17 with Columbus, and he 
is three points short of matching his total of 28 with Vancouver the 
following season. 

He has produced playing mostly on the fourth line and with little power 
play time. 

“He’s been used in PK and in more defensive-type roles, so he’s added 
lots of depth of scoring, which I think is important,” coach Jeff Blashill 
said. “I think it’s important for him to lead by example, but I wouldn’t 
necessarily just equate that to production. He tries to do it right; his 
everyday approach has been really good. And he’s trying to play the way 
we want to play. I think his example both on and off the ice has been 
really good.” 

Nobody would blame Gagner, 32, for wanting to join a Stanley Cup 
contender at this stage of his career, but he sees many positives to 
remaining in Detroit. 

“I think the way we’re building, there’s a chance we’re a playoff team next 
year,” Gagner said. “I like the fact that I’ve been a part of helping this 
team grow. I’d like to be around for when it turns and be a part of helping 
that. I think playing in this market, where hockey matters, and there’s a 
rich history, it’s a great team to play for and a great group of guys and 
hopefully I can be around for a little bit longer.” 

Gagner seemed like a throw-in in the 2020 trade with Edmonton that 
landed the Red Wings a pair of second-round picks for Andreas 
Athanasiou. Athanasiou lasted only 13 games with the Oilers before 
being set free for nothing. Gagner has appeared in 119 games with 
Detroit and needs 43 more to reach 1,000. 

“I didn’t know him at all (when acquired); I didn’t know what to expect,” 
Blashill said. “Quickly I learned he was a guy who cared a ton, who was 
smart, who in that short period of time definitely said to me, ‘I’d like to 
have him back.’ 

“That first full year he did an excellent job of leading, especially when 
times were tough. It says a lot about him, his character the way he 
handles adversity.” 

Gagner’s offensive ability made him the sixth overall selection by 
Edmonton in 2007. He has since evolved into more of a defensive-type 
player who relishes his role on and off the ice. 

“The main thing is trying to help this group get better and that’s kind of 
been my mindset all year,” Gagner said. “In order to do that you got to 
put your game on the ice and make sure you’re leading by example. 

“I want to keep trying to help this team grow and ultimately reach our 
goals.” 
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The White team thought they won the 2 on 1 competition, only to be 
crushed at the end when the Red team came from behind to win it. 
#RedWings pic.twitter.com/sBNcUJghTm 

— Ansar Khan (@AnsarKhanMLive) April 11, 2022 
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Comparing Senators and Red Wings rebuilds with 5 industry experts and 
analysts 

 

Ian Mendes, Max Bultman 

 

On Tuesday evening, the Detroit Red Wings and Ottawa Senators will 
meet for the final time in the regular season.  

And as the 2021-22 campaign comes to a close, it’s accurate to say this 
has been a tumultuous season for each of these rebuilding franchises.  

While the Senators got off to a putrid start — with just four wins in their 
first 20 games — the Red Wings were exceeding expectations and 
hanging around the playoff race in the Eastern Conference around the 
Christmas break. 

But more recently, their fortunes have reversed. Detroit has been 
surrendering goals at an alarming rate over the past six weeks, causing 
them to plummet in the standings. The Senators have turned things 
around over the past couple of months, getting dependable goaltending 
from Anton Forsberg and hovering around the .500 mark. 

And after the Senators swept a home-and-home series against the Red 
Wings earlier this month, there is a realistic chance these two teams 
could end up within a couple of points of each other when the regular 
season comes to a close.  

In many ways, these two franchises are mirror Images of each other.  

In the early 2000s, Detroit and Ottawa were perennial playoff locks who 
usually entered each season with Stanley Cup aspirations. But over the 
past five seasons, each team has experienced futility that has tested the 
patience levels of their respective fan bases.  

Since the 2017-18 season, the Senators (.418) and Red Wings (.413) 
have the two worst points percentages of NHL teams during that span.  

So, which one of these teams is going to turn things around and make 
the playoffs first? And which one has a more impressive cupboard of 
prospects? 

To answer these questions — and a few other ones — we’ve assembled 
a panel of draft and prospects experts from around the hockey world: 

Craig Button — TSN analyst and scout, former NHL general manager 

Chris Peters — NHL Draft and prospects analyst for Daily Faceoff and 
Hockey Sense 

Dave Poulin — TSN analyst, former NHL player and executive 

Corey Pronman — Prospects writer for The Athletic 

Scott Wheeler — NHL Draft and prospects reporter for The Athletic 

(Note: Some answers have been edited for clarity and length.) 

Which team’s young pillars on defence would you rather have: Detroit’s 
combo of Moritz Seider and Simon Edvinsson, or Ottawa’s duo of 
Thomas Chabot and Jake Sanderson? 

Poulin: I’ve broadcast the U18 tournament for the past few years, so I’ve 
seen all of these guys along the way. I also saw Seider last year when I 

did Champions League and he was with Rögle. And Seider is a stud. But 
so is Chabot. And if I had to rank it based on just these four guys, I’m 
giving the slight edge to Ottawa. I think of these four guys, I would rank 
them in order as Chabot, Seider, Sanderson and Edvinsson. And so 
Ottawa has one and three and Detroit has two and four.  

Pronman: Man, that’s a tough one right off the hop. I think Seider is the 
best of the four players. But I think the second-best of Chabot/Sanderson 
are probably better than Edvinsson — who is still a very good player, 
mind you. I’m going to lean toward the Red Wings on this one, which is a 
really tough one, just because Seider looks like the kind of guy who’s 
going to get Norris votes on a semi-regular basis. That’s one of the 
toughest pieces to ever find. Even though I think Sanderson can be a No. 
1 defenseman, and I think you can argue Chabot’s a No. 1 defenseman. 

Button: That’s a good question. Seider’s a hell of a player. He’s a hell of 
a player. Who would you rather have? If you have to rank them right now, 
Chabot’s the best, right? And Seider’s the second best. And then 
Edvinsson and Sanderson are very, very similar. Very, very similar. I 
would say Detroit, here’s why: they’re left/right. The fact that Seider’s a 
right-shot defenseman, I think that’s the tiebreaker for me. 

Peters: This one is almost a push, but I’d lean slightly toward Sanderson 
and Chabot. Mainly because I think there is a lot more we need to learn 
about Edvinsson. I think he took a huge step this season, but there is 
more to be seen from him. I’ve seen the progression in Seider’s game 
over the last couple of seasons and now he’s showing it at the NHL level. 
But I think Chabot is a proven commodity and a guy who can log a ton of 
minutes. And adding Sanderson is only going to enhance Chabot at the 
end of the day. So very slight lean toward Ottawa on this one for me.  

Wheeler: This is not the first time I’ve thought about this question and the 
answer hasn’t come any easier to me this time around. I’d be tempted to 
lean Chabot and Sanderson here, if only because while I think there’s a 
strong case for Seider over Chabot (especially into the future but also 
probably right now, as great as Chabot is), the likelihood that Sanderson 
hits and reaches his ceiling is definitely higher than Edvinsson and that 
makes Ottawa’s pair the safer bet, even if Seider becomes the best of 
the bunch. I’m pretty confident that Chabot and Sanderson become a 
legit one-two (in either order). And while Seider’s already a legit No. 1 
and there’s an outcome for Edvinsson in the same echelon or close, 
there’s also an outcome for Edvinsson where he’s more of a No. 3. 

Which team’s young pillars at the forward position would you rather have: 
Detroit’s foursome of Dylan Larkin, Lucas Raymond, Tyler Bertuzzi and 
Jakub Vrana or Ottawa’s quartet of Josh Norris, Tim Stützle, Brady 
Tkachuk and Drake Batherson? 

Pronman: I think (this is a point) I would make on Chabot: I wouldn’t call 
Chabot young. I wouldn’t call Larkin, Bertuzzi or Vrana young. In this 
case, it’s clearly Ottawa, I think. Just because — at least when it comes 
to building — they have a lot of cost-controlled years ahead of them. 
They just locked up Brady, presumably they’ll lock up those other guys at 
some point. I think Stützle is going to be a star forward in the league for a 
very long time. Brady already is. Norris is emerging. Batherson’s really 
good. 

You could argue right now Larkin is the best player of all of them, but he 
is a little older, and you presume in two, three, four years — will he still 
be at that level? Hard to say. So I would go Ottawa in this case. 

Peters: I would consider the Sens here. They’re younger so I think 
there’s a lot more runway for them at this point. I would say Dylan Larkin 
is the best overall player here, but I think we’re still learning about Brady 
Tkachuk, Stützle, Batherson and Norris. It’s all about upside with them. 
And if you’re looking at guys who can have a significant impact, I would 
say the Senators on this one.  

Wheeler: I’d lean (toward) Ottawa’s group at forward, too, only for the 
opposite reason as above: the potential over the certainty. We already 
know exactly what Larkin, Bertuzzi and Vrana are. Their movement in 
either direction will be in small integers. And while Norris, Tkachuk and 
Batherson are also starting to take their permanent form, there’s no 
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question that there’s greater runway for each to become more than what 
they currently are over the trio with the Red Wings. Stützle and Raymond 
are probably a coin flip — give or take five or 10 percent, with the slight 
edge to Raymond — but I don’t think that’s enough to nullify some of the 
growth we’ll likely see in Ottawa. 

Poulin: This one is close, but I’m giving the edge to Ottawa. Tkachuk and 
Bertuzzi line up pretty closely, in that they both bring a bit of an element 
to their game in addition to scoring. Raymond and Stützle are pretty 
similar to each other in terms of upside. And they may end up being the 
best offensive players on their teams. And Dylan Larkin is probably the 
best player out of this whole bunch right now. Or at least the most 
complete player here. But Norris is the better goal scorer right now and 
that has to be taken into consideration. So if it’s coming down to 
Batherson and Vrana, I’m taking Batherson. It’s close, but I think I like 
Ottawa’s forward group. It’s a bit younger with more upside.  

Button: Ottawa. I mean you’ve got two 30-goal scorers in Larkin and 
Norris, right? And Raymond’s a really good rookie, don’t get me wrong — 
he’s a really good young player. So is Stützle. But Tkachuk and 
Batherson, to me, push it over the edge. I mean I love Vrana, but 
Batherson and Tkachuk — I’m taking Tkachuk every day of the week 
over Bertuzzi. And Vrana’s a really good goal scorer, but Batherson’s a 
more complete player in my view. 

Which organization has a better overall prospect pool right now? 

Note: Some respondents were specifically asked to exclude Sanderson 
and Edvinsson here to avoid double counting them from the defense 
pillars question. 

Peters: I think these two teams are really close. The Red Wings might 
have the best goalie of the group and that’s kind of the thing that puts it 
over the top for them, having Sebastian Cossa. But they’ve got a lot of 
guys we haven’t seen at the NHL level who are going to be really good. 
Guys like (Jonatan) Berggren and (Elmer) Söderblom. There’s a little 
more variety and versatility in the Red Wings system right now. This next 
wave for Ottawa is going to be good, too. I’m excited to see what 
happens with (Shane) Pinto after the injury. But there are questions 
around some of the guys in this group, like (Egor) Sokolov. 

Wheeler: This is the Red Wings without hesitation right now. The Sens, 
in the aftermath of all of their recent graduations, have a middle-of-the-
pack pool now, even with Sanderson propping it up. The Red Wings win 
out on quality (Edvinsson, Sebastian Cossa, Berggren) and quantity 
(William Wallinder, Theodor Niederbach, Albert Johansson, Söderblom, 
Carter Mazur, etc.). 

Button: I’ll tell you why I have the Detroit Red Wings’ pool ahead of 
Ottawa. In my ranking, it’s Buffalo, Detroit, Ottawa, and I’ll tell you why: 
it’s because of Cossa. I look at Detroit and you’ve got Edvinsson, you’ve 
got Cossa, Berggren, Wallinder, (Donovan) Sebrango, (Shai) Buium, 
Niederbach, Johansson, Filip Larsson who’s another goaltender, 
Söderblom, Mazur. You keep going down that list and it’s pretty deep. 
And I go to Ottawa — and you said don’t double count (Sanderson and 
Edvinsson) — so we take out Sanderson, so they have Ridly Greig, and 
then after that … you have Filip Gustavsson, goaltender, Jacob Bernard-
Docker, Lassi Thomson. I just find the depth of talent at different 
positions throughout for the Red Wings is better. 

Poulin: This one is really close. From Detroit’s side, I like Jonatan 
Berggren. I like William Wallinder. And I like Theodor Niederbach. Plus, if 
I’m being honest, one of my former players from Notre Dame (Ben 
Simon) is the head coach in Grand Rapids, so I keep very close tabs on 
how they’re doing all the time. But Ottawa has some nice pieces too. 
Ridly Greig is going to be a player. I think Egor Sokolov and Mark 
Kastelic are both going to have roles with the big club. The variable in 
this whole equation might be Sebastian Cossa. If he turns out to be be 
the equivalent of what (Andrei) Vasilevskiy was for Yzerman in Tampa, 
that’s going to be the difference-maker for me. But I think one good thing 
is that both of these organizations have enough depth (that) they can 
move some assets if they choose to accelerate their rebuild process.  

Pronman: There’s not any high-end guys in either of them (once you take 
out Edvinsson and Sanderson). There’s just more depth there in Detroit, 
in terms of guys that have a chance to be middle-of-the-lineup types, and 
more depth options at the end of the lineup. If you put Sanderson (and 
Edvinsson) into the mix, it would make it a coin flip, I would say. But 
without them I would say the Red Wings. 

You’re starting a team from scratch and you get to pick any player from 
either roster to start your team with. Who are you taking and why? 

Button: My head right away goes (to) either Tkachuk or Seider, because 
they’re both unique players. That’s where my head goes. … I’m going to 
say if I had one player to build around, it’d be Mo Seider. As much as we 
all love Brady and everything, you can’t build around a winger. 

Peters: I’m going to take Moritz Seider on this one, but I think Jake 
Sanderson is very close and might be in that tier. But with Seider, we’re 
only at the beginning stages of what he can potentially be at the NHL 
level. And of all the players, he’s the one with the most upside and a guy 
who can potentially win Norris trophies and be an anchor on defence for 
15 years.  

Pronman: I think right now, in an NHL game tomorrow, Dylan Larkin is 
the best player. But how old is he now? (He’ll be 26 this summer). That’s 
a problem. And he still isn’t signed, right? So that’s a problem. I know this 
is a theoretical question, this is not a team-building-type thing, but it’s 
hard to build around a 26-year-old when you’re in a rebuild. By the time 
Detroit’s probably going to be good, he’s probably going to be like 30, 
probably on the decline. 

I really, really, really like Tim Stützle. I was tempted to say him, but it’s 
probably Seider for the reasons (above). Stützle still needs to prove he 
can be a first-line center in the NHL — a legit first-line, line-driving, top-
of-the-lineup type of guy who can score like 60, 70, 80 points. Whereas I 
think Seider’s kind of shown that this year. It’s not probably there yet, it 
might take a couple of years, just because there’s a lot of competition for 
those Norris votes, but I think he will get Norris votes at some point in his 
career. 

Wheeler: If I were to rank each team’s young pieces, I’d probably go, in 
order:  

Mo Seider  

Lucas Raymond  

Jake Sanderson  

Tim Stützle  

Simon Edvinsson  

But I think there are scenarios where the results of at least the top four 
there (and maybe even Edvinsson) are jumbled in any which way you 
might imagine. That’s not an easy list to sort. 

Poulin: Okay, this might be the hardest question so far. But based on his 
age, I’ll probably go with Moritz Seider here. Chabot would be close, but 
the five-year age gap is what’s going to sway me here. And Sanderson 
might be an option too, but I don’t know yet how he’s going to do at the 
NHL level. I know what Seider can do at the NHL level now. He’s big and 
physical. So I think I’m taking him.  

Which one of these teams will make the playoffs first: Ottawa or Detroit? 

Wheeler: Oh, this one’s spicy and could make me look bad, but I think I’d 
lean Ottawa because they’ve got fewer holes to plug. 

Poulin: I think Ottawa is a little bit ahead here. And I think Anton Forsberg 
is a big reason why. Look at his record this year. He gives you a chance 
to win because he makes big saves at big times. If they get that type of 
goaltending next season, who knows what they can do? 

Peters: A lot of this depends on different factors. What are the coaching 
staffs going to look like, for example? Now, I think they can both push 
toward spots as early as next season. But I would probably lean more 
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toward Ottawa right now. There’s a bit more there with guys like Chabot, 
Stützle, Tkachuk, Norris. I think those young guys are more prepared 
now to take the next step and be impact players.  

Button: Ottawa’s just a little bit older. I talked about their prospect pool 
not being as good, but some of those players for Detroit aren’t as close, 
right? … I’m going to say Detroit, because I just don’t trust Ottawa’s 
(goaltending). I’m going to say Detroit. 

Pronman: Detroit. Just because I like some of the guys they have already 
there — they have some decent vets, they have Seider, they have a 
decent prospect pool. I still think for both of them, it’s not imminent at all. 
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Gabe Landeskog still not skating. But still scheduled to return to 
Avalanche lineup by playoffs. 

 

Mike Chambers 11/04/2022 

 

Avalanche left wing and team captain Gabe Landeskog has not yet 
begun on-ice activities in his recovery from knee surgery but remains on 
pace to return to the lineup by the playoffs. 

“That’s the goal,” Avs coach Jared Bednar said after Monday’s practice. 

Landeskog hasn’t played since March 10 at Carolina. He underwent knee 
surgery on March 13 and has missed 13 games. Through 51 games, 
Landeskog was on pace for a career-best season in goals (30) and 
points (59). 

Colorado has 10 remaining regular-season games, with the finale on 
April 29 at Minnesota. The Stanley Cup playoffs could begin as early as 
May 3. 

Center Nazem Kadri and defenseman Ryan Murray are the two other 
injured Avs. Both skated on their own and with skills coach Shawn Allard 
on Monday before the full team practice. 

Kadri has missed four games with a neck or shoulder injury. Murray 
blocked a shot with his arm on March 21 and has missed nine games. 

“They’ve both been skating for a little while now, so pushing towards a 
return,” Bednar said. 

The Avs, who have put together a six-game winning streak without their 
injured players, have climbed to 110 points and lead the Western 
Conference by 13 points over second-place Calgary. Colorado (52-14-6) 
will have home-ice advantage at least through the Western Conference 
finals. 

If the Avs win the President’s Trophy with the NHL’s best record for the 
second consecutive season they will also have four potential home 
games in a seven-game series in the Stanley Cup Final. The Eastern 
Conference-leading Florida Panthers (51-15-6) trail the Avs by just two 
points. Florida also has 10 remaining regular-season games and is 
Colorado’s primary competitor for the President’s Trophy. 

“We got it last year, so it would be cool to get it again,” defenseman Cale 
Makar said Monday. “But the only way that matters is when we get to the 
Final, when we would have that extra home-ice advantage. That’s kind of 
the way that I look at it. If you want to secure that, that’s fine, but there’s 
so much work to be done before that.” 

Footnotes. Forward Logan O’Connor and defenseman Devon Toews 
skipped practice Monday for maintenance. … The Avs will take Tuesday 
off and have a morning skate ahead of Wednesday’s game against the 
visiting Los Angeles Kings. 
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Kiz vs. Chambers: Should the Avalanche fear the President’s Trophy 
curse? 

 

Mike Chambers, Mark Kiszla 

 

Kiz: The Avs are on a roll. This is their year, right? Heck, after watching 
the DU Pioneers win the Frozen Four in Boston to bring home the ninth 
championship in school history, it almost feels like fate to me. Denver is 
Hockeytown USA in 2022. Nothing is going to stop the Avalanche from 
hoisting the Stanley Cup. Well, maybe one thing. Do you believe in the 
curse of the President’s Trophy, my friend? 

Chambers: It’s real. The President’s Trophy winner hasn’t won the Cup 
since the Chicago Blackhawks claimed the double crown in 2013. The 
Detroit Red Wings accomplished the feat in 2008 and 2002, and, of 
course, the Avalanche did it in 2001. I think the bigger curse for the Avs 
is Game 7s, where they’ve lost their last five. The President’s Trophy 
carries home-ice advantage throughout the playoffs, but Colorado — 
home or away — hasn’t been good enough in those massive Game 7s. 
However, something tells me this team is more mentally tough than the 
previous ones. 

Kiz: The President’s Trophy was first awarded in 1986 to recognize 
regular-season excellence. Sounded like a good idea at the time. But 
only eight of the 35 President’s Trophy recipients have also hoisted the 
Stanley Cup, while seven have been ousted in the first round. Worse, 
more than 50% of the teams cursed with the President’s Trophy have 
exited before reaching the conference finals. I’m not superstitious. But 
why mess with history? 

Chambers: You’ve done your homework, Kiz. A great columnist like 
yourself must first be a great reporter. You don’t need me to tell you that, 
but for public consumption, it’s good to point out. Based on conversations 
in Pittsburgh with Avs coach Jared Bednar last week, his team isn’t 
thinking about finishing with the NHL’s best record. They did that last 
year (tied with St. Louis, but Colorado won the tie-breaker), and it wasn’t 
worth anything in the playoffs. But it could have been if the Avs won 
Game 6 in Vegas and had a chance to break that Game 7 streak at Ball 
Arena. That would have been fun. Woulda, coulda. 

Kiz: I like the idea of Colorado being guaranteed home-ice advantage 
against any foe in the West. I also think the Avs should step graciously 
aside and let Florida enjoy the President’s Trophy. It might be sacrilege 
to shout: “Tank, tank, tank!” So I won’t offend the Avs, but I might quietly 
suggest: “Rest up for the playoffs, fellas.” Nobody in Colorado gives a 
hoot about the President’s Trophy. The Stanley Cup is all that matters. 

Chambers: The Panthers are probably saying the same thing, “Hey, 
Colorado, take the little Cup while we prepare to beat you for the big Cup 
in the Final.” But there’s no tank for either team. The final 10-game 
stretch is important. The Avs want to go into the playoffs on a roll. The 
Avs are a lock for the West’s No. 1 seed — now 13 points ahead of No. 2 
Calgary — and the Panthers are six points ahead of Carolina for the 
East’s No. 1 seed. I think the Avs will take the No. 1 seed in the West 
and not worry about what Florida or Carolina does the rest of the way — 
besides what takes place on Saturday night against Hurricanes. That will 
be a great one! 
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16 Avalanche observations: Cale Makar's Norris race, Bowen Byram's 
return, Artturi Lehkonen's impact and more 
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Peter Baugh 

 

The Avalanche are down to their final 10 games, and with the best record 
in the league, plenty of their players will come up in awards discussion. 
Let’s look at each trophy and who from the Avalanche could be in 
contention to either win or nab a finalist spot. 

Hart Trophy (MVP) 

The Avalanche have a superstar-heavy lineup, and that could make it 
hard for one player to jump out, especially considering the time some of 
Colorado’s top players have missed with injury. Nathan MacKinnon is 
having an excellent season but has played only 56 games, and Nazem 
Kadri’s recent injury will likely stop him from getting to the 100-point 
mark. 

Auston Matthews seemingly has the award locked up, but the Avalanche 
could have players receive votes. Cale Makar has been a force all 
season. With a strong finish, maybe he can finish in the top five. Mikko 
Rantanen has also been both consistent and healthy, and has a chance 
to reach 100 points. 

Norris Trophy (top defenseman) 

This race should be one of the most interesting to watch, and it will likely 
come down to Makar and Nashville star Roman Josi. Josi entered 
Sunday with the edge in points (87-77), but Makar leads in goals (25-19) 
and has better underlying metrics. Adam Vingan and I recently broke 
down the cases for both players, if you’re looking for more information on 
what could be a fascinating finish. 

Vezina Trophy (top goaltender) 

Igor Shesterkin has been the frontrunner all year, and it’s going to be 
hard to supplant him. But with Darcy Kuemper’s brilliance since early 
December, he could finish the year as a finalist. 

Calder Trophy (rookie of the year) 

The Avalanche won’t have anyone in contention for this award, though 
Bowen Byram could’ve been a candidate had he been healthy for the 
whole season. Alex Newhook has also had a solid rookie year (28 points 
in 62 games). 

Selke Trophy (top defensive forward) 

Patrice Bergeron should win this award, but Valeri Nichushkin could find 
his way onto a lot of ballots. He’s been strong on both sides of the puck 
this season, and his reliability as a top-six forward has been a huge boost 
for the Avalanche. 

Lady Byng (sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct) 

The Lady Byng is the hardest award to judge. Nico Sturm has only 10 
penalty minutes on the year, but it’s hard to see any Avalanche player 
making a strong push for this award. MacKinnon will not be getting his 
2020 crown back. 

With that, let’s get to some observations. Colorado had three road games 
we’ll cover: a 6-4 win Tuesday against Pittsburgh, a 5-4 overtime victory 
Friday against the Jets and, on Saturday, a 2-1 shootout triumph against 
Edmonton. I’ve got 16 observations, in honor of Nicolas Aube-Kubel’s 
jersey number. 

2. The Avalanche signed Kurtis MacDermid to a two-year extension 
worth $987,500 annually. MacDermid can play both forward and defense, 
and though he’s one of the lesser performers on the team, he’s a tireless 
worker and beloved in the dressing room. With a 6-foot-5 frame and a 
willingness to fight, the Avalanche see him as someone who can prevent 
teams from taking runs at their more skilled players. 

3. Bowen Byram is back after a three-month absence while recovering 
from lingering concussion issues. He’s looked solid in his return to action, 
averaging 16:48 of ice time in three games played. 

“He’s worked hard at getting healthy,” coach Jared Bednar said after the 
Penguins game. “He’s worked hard at staying in shape. It showed 
tonight. He’s a talented guy. We missed him when he was gone and he 
certainly helped us tonight.” 

Byram collected an assist on Andre Burakovsky’s goal against the Jets, 
and though he failed to connect on a defensive zone pass that led to a 
Winnipeg goal, he’s been mostly solid in his own end. He also showed off 
his offensive skill set, creating chances on the second power-play unit 
and hitting iron on a shot against the Oilers. 

4. In other injury news, Samuel Girard returned to the Avalanche lineup, 
playing more than 18 minutes against the Oilers. The defenseman had 
been out for a month with a back injury. 

Kadri and Ryan Murray didn’t travel with the team but skated in Denver. 
Bednar also indicated Gabriel Landeskog (knee) should get back on the 
ice soon, and he’s hopeful he’ll be back by playoffs. 

Nazem Kadri and Ryan Murray getting in a skills session this morning in 
Denver with @Avalanche Coach Shawn Allard. 

Puck drop at 8pm in Edmonton #GoAvsGo pic.twitter.com/eoLPhgRzeL 

— Raj – Altitude Sports Radio (Alex Rajaniemi) (@RajOnRadio) April 9, 
2022 

5. Like Sidney Crosby, MacKinnon hails from the Halifax, Nova Scotia 
area, and the Avalanche center looked up to Pittsburgh’s star growing 
up. He wasn’t alone. Rantanen, for example, said earlier this year that 
Crosby was his favorite player growing up. That’s likely a sentiment 
shared by similar-aged players around the league. 

“Playing against Pittsburgh, it’s always a big game,” Rantanen said. 
“Pittsburgh has been so good for so many years and they have some 
good players, obviously. Kids were looking up and are still looking up to 
those guys. It’s always fun.” 

6. Rantanen is now at the point-per-game mark for his career. He had 
402 in 402 games. He can also reach the 100-point mark on the season 
with 14 points in the final 10 Avalanche games. 

7. Artturi Lehkonen does a lot of little things well. Even if his first 
Avalanche goal came with an empty net against Pittsburgh, it felt earned 
given how he’d been playing. He had a strong net-front presence on two 
of the Avalanche’s goals earlier in the evening. Those are small details 
that don’t show up on the scoresheet but help teams win. 

Artturi Lehkonen hasn’t logged a point tonight, but he’s a plus-two, and 
look at his net-front positioning on two of tonight’s goals: 
pic.twitter.com/jYuxHZVFGi 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) April 6, 2022 

8. The Avalanche included prospect Justin Barron, a 2020 first-round 
pick, in the deal to get Lehkonen, and he’s getting a good opportunity in 
Montreal. He’s averaging more than 19 minutes of ice time a game, and 
he got on the board with his first career goal. 

Premier but en carrière dans la LNH pour Justin Barron! 

First career NHL goal for Justin Barron!#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/2ldSwtzkhN 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) April 6, 2022 

9. Bednar admitted he was worried going into the Penguins game. 
Nichushkin was sick (non-COVID-19) and had to miss the game, and 
Newhook was playing while feeling under the weather. With Landeskog, 
Kadri, Girard and Murray all out, the Avalanche could’ve made a solid 
starting lineup consisting of absent players: 

Landeskog-Kadri-Nichushkin 
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Murray-Girard 

But the Avalanche built a multi-goal lead against the Penguins, and 
Bednar praised his group for pulling out a “gutsy win.” 

10. MacKinnon spoke after the Pittsburgh game for the first time since his 
fight with Matt Dumba, which likely resulted in an injury that caused him 
to miss a game. He stood by his decision to stand up for Rantanen, who 
Dumba had laid a big hit on, by dropping the gloves. 

“I know what I did was the right thing,” he said. “Even if I was out for a 
couple of weeks, there were no regrets. That’s just our team culture. I 
would do it again and get hurt.” 

11. Newhook had a pair of helpers against the Jets, and he has five 
points in his past five games. If he’s able to drive play and create offense 
consistently, Colorado will be even more dangerous come playoffs. 

12. Pavel Francouz made a valiant effort at a goalie goal against 
Winnipeg, shooting at the empty net. Unfortunately for the netminder, a 
Jets player knocked the puck down around center ice, and the shot likely 
would’ve gone wide anyway. 

13. Colorado needed overtime to beat the Jets, and that was because 
the Avalanche couldn’t capitalize on chances to put the game away in 
regulation. MacKinnon couldn’t get a shot onto the empty net, and 
Rantanen took a costly penalty, setting up a Winnipeg power play that 
led to the Jets tying the game. 

14. Erik Johnson got a night off Saturday after playing the first 71 games 
of the season. He’s dealing with some nagging injuries, Bednar said, and 
will get to rest ahead of Colorado’s game Wednesday against the Kings. 

Johnson’s durability this season has been a big boost for the Avalanche, 
and it’s even more impressive considering he missed all but four games 
in 2021 due to COVID-19 and a concussion. 

With Johnson sitting, only Logan O’Connor has played all 72 games for 
the Avalanche this season. 

15. MacKinnon had only three goals ahead of the team’s mid-December 
COVID-19 pause. Since, he’s had 23, including one against the Oilers, 
as well as 30 assists. That puts him at 53 points in his past 39 games. 

16. Avalanche prospect Sean Behrens, a 2021 second-round pick (No. 
61), won the NCAA title Saturday with the University of Denver. The 
freshman finished the year with 29 points in 37 games. 

In case you missed it… 

• 22 Avalanche observations: The Vezina case for Darcy Kuemper, a 
‘relentless’ new forechecking duo and more 

• Roman Josi or Cale Makar? Making the case for the Norris Trophy 
front-runners  (with Adam Vingan) 

• Avalanche line combinations: Eight configurations that coach Jared 
Bednar could look at ahead of the playoffs 

• Artturi Lehkonen and the Avalanche are a match decades in the 
making, from a Hahl jersey to a Rantanen connection 

• Darcy Kuemper dazzles in Avalanche OT thriller against Oilers, 
finishing with a flourish 

Peter Baugh covers the Colorado Avalanche for The Athletic. He has 
previously been published in the Columbia Missourian, St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, Kansas City Star, POLITICO and the Washington Post. A St. 
Louis native, Peter graduated from the University of Missouri and 
originally covered the Tigers for The Athletic. Follow Peter on Twitter 
@Peter_Baugh. 
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Ranking the 3 Best NHL Hockey Players in 2022 - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Adrian Dater 

 

Stating which players have been the best this season is no easy task, 
given how good some of the top players have been this season, so we’re 
going to be relying on stats as much as we can so there’s no favoritism 
or bias.  

These players might be under-the-radar hidden gems or could be NHL 
heavyweights dragging their team to one of the most sought-after sports 
trophies around, the Stanley Cup. 

What is the NHL? 

The National Hockey League comprises 30 teams from the United States 
and Canada, with 7 teams from each conference qualifying for the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. It is super competitive with the teams all battling to 
come out on top and often recruit smart during the off-season in order to 
come away with those vital wins.  

If you want to see some of the best players in the world going head-to-
head, then the NHL is the place to be. There are so many great 
storylines and rivalries that make this league special and unique. Not 
only is it home to some excellent sporting moments, but you can also be 
sure to see some excellent bust-ups and brawls too! 

Which NHL teams perform best historically? 

The most successful team in the NHL is undoubtedly the Montreal 
Canadiens, who have won an incredible 24 Stanley Cups. The Detroit 
Red Wings and Toronto Maple Leafs are also up there with 13 and 11 
titles respectively. Other teams to have enjoyed success in the NHL 
include the New York Islanders, New York Rangers, Boston Bruins, and 
Chicago Blackhawks, who have all won multiple championships. 

Being one of the better teams might be all well and good, but that means 
nothing if you don’t have the best and most in-form players on your 
roster. Let’s get into which players have been the best performing in the 
2021/2022 season… 

Which players have come out on top this season? 

This is when things get tricky, as we need to rank the very best players to 
have played in the NHL this season. We’ll be making our choices based 
mainly on what we’ve seen this season and what the experts have to 
say, doing our best to forget about any team allegiances or bias relating 
to how good we know a player can be when they’re in good form. 

1. Connor McDavid 

Serving as the imperious center for the Edmonton Oilers, 25-year-old 
Connor McDavid has been in excellent form this season, racking up a 
mightily impressive 108 points in 71 games this season alone – out of 
that he has scored 42 and assisted a further 66. It’s no surprise that he 
takes our top spot because how could he not? How the Edmonton Oilers 
perform this season and where they’ll be at the close of the season will 
be largely down to this guy. 

It should come as no surprise to hear that he has been in this excellent 
form ever since he joined the Oilers as a first draft pick way back in 2015. 
Ever since he was chosen to be the next big thing, he has been an 
absolute titan on the ice, winning numerous awards and even becoming 
the youngest captain in NHL history when he captained the Oilers back in 
2016 – he was aged just 19 at the time. He was a child prodigy and he 
really has lived the dream. 

2. Leon Draisaitl 

Another player to feature for the Oilers, Leon Draisaitl, is a 26-year-old 
center who can also play on the left wing to wicked effect. Draisaitl has 
been playing in the NHL for 7 years now, spending all of that time with 
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the Oilers, for whom he was their third-round draft pick back in 2016. The 
Cologne native has contributed to a colossal 101 points this season in 
the 71 games he has featured in, putting him just behind our top pick, 
Connor McDavid. 

3. Auston Matthews 

The youngest player to feature in our top three rankings, Auston 
Matthews, is an American center who is the alternate captain for the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. Matthews is a goliath of a player, towering above 
his peers at an imposing 6’3” while also weighing in excess of 200 
pounds. Despite his larger frame, Matthews is a demon on the ice, and 
this is reflected by the fact that he has scored 56 and assisted 41 in his 
66 appearances this season for Toronto. 
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5 Contenders for the Stanley Cup 2022 - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Adrian Dater 

 

The NHL continues to recruit truly incredible hockey players that continue 
to elevate the sport to greater heights each year. As such, many fans 
eagerly await the annual return of the Stanley Cup which seeks to prove 
once and for all which team is truly the best in the world for that year.  

Coming fresh off of the Tampa Bay Lightning’s incredible victory in the 
2021 competition, fans are anticipating the coming Stanley Cup perhaps 
more than they ever have done before! But who are the five contenders 
that fans should be keeping their eyes on this year? Let’s find out! 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Tampa Bay Lightning not only won the Stanley cup in 2021, but they also 
won it in 2020 too! Thus, the team is in an incredible position to be in with 
the chance of breaking a record that has not even been challenged since 
the 1980s, when the New York Islanders won three consecutive cups in a 
row! This of course makes the team a very exciting one to look out for as 
the cup approaches.  

Fans will no doubt eagerly be anticipating some fantastic plays from 
Steven Stamkos, and Andrei Vasilevskiy. These are two of the team’s 
biggest and best players, and so fans are eagerly awaiting just what it is 
they could achieve, especially because they have already achieved so 
much success in the past few years.  

The Florida Panthers 

The Florida Panthers have only been to the Stanley Cup Finals once – in 
1996 against the Colorado Avalanche. Some think that might be the 
matchup again in 2022. 

The Panthers look to be a lock to win the Atlantic Division, which would 
give them home ice for the first two rounds. Players such as Jonathan 
Huberdeau and Slava Barkov have made hockey exciting again in South 
Florida. The Panthers have pulled away from the competition in the 
Atlantic and are gearing up for what they hope is a long playoff run. 

This could be year year of the Cat. 

The Washington Capitals 

Though you very rarely would have heard much about them in the past, 
thanks to recently acquiring some fantastic players and a more recent 
string of successes and incredible wins in recent years. This team now 
has some very interesting players, such as John Carlson and Tom 
Wilson. These players have managed to take the team from strength to 
strength more recently, and this has made the team definitely a surprise 
contender for the cup by the end of the year. 

Unfortunately, players such as Ilya Samsonov and Vitek Vanecek have 
proven to be a little more inconsistent this season than ever, which has 
led many fans to be slightly concerned that the team’s chances at glory 
could be in jeopardy. However, if these players can get back into form 
then the team will surely be unstoppable! Make sure to check out The 
Washington Capital’s Odds to Win Stanley Cup, as they just may 
surprise you! 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

This team is certainly capable of winning the cup this year, and so fans 
are eager to see how they perform over the next few months. And the 
team also has plenty of surprises up its sleeve in the coming months, as 
some of their best players have not even been playing, due to injuries, 
including T.J. Oshie. When these players return, you can bet that this 
team will fly even higher! 

Colorado Avalanche 

Colorado Avalanche is blessed to have two of the best players in the 
sport currently playing for their side in the game. These are Nathan 
MacKinnon and Mikko Rantanen. Nathan and Mikko have scored a 
massive number of goals over the past few games, making them 
incredible forward players. 

But that is not all, as the team also has an incredible defense in the form 
of the famous Cale Makar. Cale has proven himself to be a world-class 
defender and has helped to save his team from defeat many a time and 
has been responsible for some of the best defensive plays in recent 
memory.  

Fans of the Colorado Avalanche might also want to keep their eyes 
closely trained on Nazem Kadri who has managed to score an incredible 
number of goals alone and has managed to help the team wrestle victory 
from their opponent’s hands on multiple occasions.  

With the addition of both Nathan and Mikko, along with Cale Makar and 
Nazem Kadri, it is no wonder why the team has been able to win so 
many games lately. They have shown that they are one of the most 
promising teams in the league right now, and so fans should look out for 
them when the playoffs come around.  

Carolina Hurricanes 

The Carolina Hurricanes have made some strange choices in recent 
years, including letting go of star player Dougie Hamilton. Thus, you are 
probably quite surprised to see them make this list. Luckily, despite their 
setbacks, the team has managed to go from strength to strength as they 
have successfully crushed their opponents so far this year.  

The team has many incredible players such as goaltenders Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta who have managed to stave off attempts at 
victory from many rival teams.  

To Finish 

There you have it! Those are just a few of the incredible teams you 
should watch out for over the course of the Stanley Cup! They each have 
something incredible to bring to the table, so it is certainly going to be an 
exciting competition 
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Avalanche Notebook: Kadri and Murray are skating, Landeskog is not, 
and Makar speaks - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Terry Frei 
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Beginning with Wednesday night’s home game against the Kings, the 
Avalanche will play 10 games in 17 days to close out the 2021-22 regular 
season. 

They won’t have two consecutive days off between games the rest of the 
schedule, and the stretch includes two sets of games on back-to-back 
nights. 

In other words, especially given coach Jared Bednar’s preference to not 
force practices and to trust the players to set their own off-day regimen, 
whether that means home or hotel workouts or complete rest, the 
Avalanche’s Monday practice at Family Sports Center likely was a rarity. 

They won’t practice Tuesday before the Ball Arena meetings with the 
Kings and Devils on back-to-back nights begin that busy stretch run. 

Trust me: The evolution of attitude, whether it’s just Bednar or a league-
wide phenomenon, is striking compared to the NHL’s conventional 
thinking in the days of … well, not that long ago. 

Practices were called in part because it they were viewed as the means 
of assuring the players’ only exercise of the day wasn’t lifting the beer 
stein or cheeseburger, and the game-morning skate’s roots were in 
serving as a wake-up call and assessing who had a good time the night 
before — and who might still be feeling it. Now players have home gyms 
and scout out the hotel workout rooms. 

I’m not saying they’re angels, but Bobby Hull, they aren’t. 

“Our guys work so hard at making sure they’re in tip-top shape and ready 
to go for the games, it doesn’t really change on practice days and the 
days that they’re away from the rink,” Bednar said Monday. “Half of ’em 
are working out. I mean, we’ll get in on the road and the coaching staff 
will head down to the gym to get a workout in because we haven’t been 
doing anything but sitting at our computers. We’ll go down and there will 
be six, seven guys just doing maintenance or making sure that they’re 
loose and kind of getting ready for the next day, even if they’re on a 
travel day. 

“I trust these guys, the way they eat, the way they train, the way they 
take care of themselves. That’s as good as I’ve seen. I’m not really 
worried about that. I’m more worried about the energy level.” 

MAKAR ON … : The Avalanche seem to have a secure lead in the “race” 
for the NHL’s Presidents’ Trophy. There’s room for tongue-in-cheek 
debate over whether that is something to avoid — along the lines or 
avoiding walking under a ladder. 

But Cale Makar Monday voiced the most sensible attitude about what 
winning it would mean. That’s illustrated by the Avs’ last Stanley Cup win, 
when they had home ice for Game 7 of the Finals against the Devils. OK, 
Makar was 2 years old at the time, but you get the drift. 

“We got it last year, so it would be cool to get it again,” Makar said. “But 
at the end of the day, the only way that matters is when we get to the 
finals. If we have that extra home-ice advantage. That’s kind of the way I 
look at it. If you want to secure that, that’s fine, but there’s so much work 
to be done before that. If it happens, it happens. Obviously, you want it.” 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Although Makar generally has been in a tandem with Devon Toews, and 
they’re recognized as among the league’s elite pairings, Makar has 
played some with recently-returned Bo Byram of late as Bednar takes a 
look at various combinations as the defense gets closer to full strength. 

“I think Taze and I just read off each other really well,” Makar said. 
“Whether it’s me being able to jump into the play or him, I feel like we 
always have a guy back for the most part. Whether it’s working the blue 
line and the O zone or even behind our net, it’s finding little areas where 
we can make plays and get it to the forwards. He’s obviously a great 
skater and a great player and it’s been fun. Obviously, we’re fortunate on 
the back end, we can all play with each other and that’s why we’ve been 
rolling some pairings lately.” 

And with Byram? 

“I really like it,” Makar said. “Bo’s pretty similar to the style Tazer and I 
play, offensive-driven and just same thing, we read off each other very 
well.” 

INJURY REPORT: The injured Nazem Kadri and Ryan Murray skated on 
their own on the second rink Monday, but didn’t make the move to the 
main practice rink to participate in practice. 

“They’ve both been skating for a little while,” Bednar said. He said Kadri 
is “feeling good, not 100 percent yet, so he’s going to be a little bit yet.” 

He added that Gabriel Landeskog has yet to skate in the wake of minor 
knee surgery, but still is expected to be ready at least for the playoffs. 
“That’s the goal,” Bednar said… 

Toews and Logan O’Connor didn’t practice. “Just maintenance,” Bednar 
said. 
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Sources: PWHPA decides to move forward with plans for future of 
women's hockey without PHF 

 

Hailey Salvian9-11 minutes 11/04/2022 

 

The Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association has a vision for 
building a sustainable league for the world’s best players. That vision 
does not include the involvement of the Premier Hockey Federation. 

The PWHPA’s board — which has the support of the majority of the best 
women’s hockey players in the world, including all post-collegiate 2022 
Olympians from Canada and the U.S. — voted unanimously to end any 
further discussions about collaborating with the PHF, sources told The 
Athletic. The PHF is currently the only option for professional women’s 
hockey in North America. 

Ultimately, concerns over working with the PHF — such as funding and 
the lack of a convincing business proposal — led to the decision, which 
was delivered to the PHF on Monday afternoon. The NHL has also been 
made aware of the PWHPA’s decision. 

This is the culmination of a long-running divide between the two parties 
about the future of the women’s game, which came to a head at the 
behest of NHL commissioner Gary Bettman. The two sides met together 
with Bettman last month to discuss the possibility of joining forces for a 
singular women’s professional league. Details of that meeting have not 
been made public. But the PWHPA has now very clearly decided to 
move forward in its own direction. 

All this begs the frequently asked question: Why won’t the PWHPA work 
with the PHF? 

A source with knowledge of the situation said that, in various 
correspondences, the PHF did not present a “tangible plan” that 
addressed the visions and needs of the PWHPA athletes. Discussions 
around joining forces have typically focused on the general sentiment 
that both sides should work together for the greater good of the game, 
without any clear sense of what that means and what it could look like. 

That – in addition to other factors – has not been enough to convince the 
PWHPA to work with the PHF. 

Another recent factor in the PWHPA’s decision is their concerns around 
some sources of the PHF’s funding. 

John Boynton, the chairman of the PHF board of governors and a team 
owner, is also a founding shareholder and chairman of Yandex — a 
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Russian technology company that was recently described by Wired as 
“Russia’s Google, Uber, Spotify, and Amazon combined.” 

Boynton is part of a group — the BTM Partners — that currently owns the 
Boston Pride and the Metropolitan Riveters. The PHF announced that the 
Toronto Six, which until recently was owned by BTM Partners, has been 
sold to an all-BIPOC group that includes Hockey Hall of Famer Angela 
James and former NHLer Anthony Stewart. 

Since Russia invaded Ukraine in February, sports federations have not 
only condemned the actions but have also cut ties with Russian partners. 
The NHL has suspended its relationship with Yandex — and all Russian 
business partners. The NHL first partnered with Yandex in 2019 and 
recently signed a multi-year extension with the company. 

While the NHL has no stake in the PWHPA officially or otherwise, those 
business decisions have led members of the PWHPA to ask: Why would 
they affiliate themselves with a group the NHL will not work with at this 
time? 

Further, there are concerns that affiliation with Yandex would jeopardize 
possible sponsorships with the kind of blue-chip firms necessary to 
appropriately fund the league the PWHPA envisions. 

Other considerations for the PWHPA include the overall vision for a 
league that would include the world’s best players — a league that would 
attract top European players to play in North America full time. No league 
has ever managed to accomplish that goal — not the PHF, or the 
Canadian Women’s Hockey League. Various European leagues have 
failed to attract the best players to one place, too. 

A priority for the PWHPA has always been to have a league with the 
resources, infrastructure and pay that allows players to truly be 
professional athletes year-round, versus requiring athletes to work extra 
jobs to make a living and practice late at night to accommodate players’ 
9-5 jobs. The PWHPA has a clearly articulated vision and plan for what a 
league could look like and, according to sources, the PHF has been 
unable to satisfy the elements of that vision in the short- and medium-
term. 

With a high degree of solidarity among their group of elite athletes, the 
PWHPA players have a good deal of leverage and power at the moment 
— especially coming off another successful Olympics with millions of 
viewers — to try to get what they envision. 

The PHF has tried to be the league players want, and those in charge 
believe they’re continuing to make positive strides in that direction. 

Riveters GM Anya Packer said on a recent media panel that some of her 
athletes did not need to work another job this season to supplement their 
income from hockey. And in January, the league announced a 
commitment to invest over $25 million from its Board of Governors over 
the next three years. At the heart of the investment is a salary-cap 
increase to $750,000 for next season, 150 percent more than the current 
record figure of $300,000 already available per team, and health benefits, 
among other improvements. 

However, there have been questions about that announcement that have 
gone unanswered. Will league GMs actually spend that much on player 
salaries, given there has been no reported salary-cap floor? When will 
the commitment turn to actual investment? And, more importantly, will it 
still happen if PWHPA members do not join the league? 

It’s these kinds of questions that have made players in the PWHPA 
distrustful of PHF leadership. The PHF has said those concerns are from 
the old regime — when Dani Rylan was commissioner of the formerly 
named NWHL — but there are still recent examples of a lack of 
transparency and concerns over the professionalism of the league. 

The PHF’s Isobel Cup Final was played in Tampa on March 29. Tickets 
were free of charge. And the MVP of the game (Taylor Wenczkowski) 
received $1,000 in gift cards from DICK’S Sporting Goods, who 
sponsored the game, instead of a cash bonus. Other potential 
performance bonuses were not made public. 

Then there was the burst Lake Placid bubble that commissioner Ty 
Tumminia called a success, despite many of the league’s players 
contracting COVID-19; the swift firing of Alex Sinatra, the executive 
director of the PHF’s players association, who was only on staff for a few 
weeks and who has yet to be replaced; and the news that Tumminia will 
be stepping down at the end of the season, less than one year after 
being named commissioner. 

While there has been progress, there has also been some dysfunction 
that has made prospective players skeptical of the PHF’s ability to thrive 
in the long term. All that has led to the PWHPA’s decision to work to 
achieve their goals with something new. 

There are some complicating factors in trying to predict what will happen 
next in the pro women’s hockey landscape. For one, we don’t know if and 
when the PWHPA will confirm their plans and when a new league would 
start. Few people have been willing to divulge details or a timeline — 
though The Athletic did take a shot at what it could look like last month. 
But we do know that the group believes they have the players and the 
partners to execute a sustainable plan that could provide the athletes 
with what they desire from Day 1. 

There’s also the PHF to consider. The league has been effective in 
signing players who jump ship from the PWHPA in the last few years, 
though never the top-tier players. With confirmation that the two sides will 
not work together in the future, will the group amp up those efforts with 
their upgraded salary structures? On the other hand, if the PWHPA 
announces a league with top competition and competitive salaries, will 
PHF players look for opportunities with a new league? 

While two competing leagues have long seemed like a worst-case 
scenario — there will be challenges that come from two entities 
competing for fan attention and money — there are some benefits to it. 
Most notably, more options and opportunities for players to stay in the 
game. 

Those in charge of the PWHPA have been adamant that they aren’t 
fighting for just one league to exist. Having two leagues would provide an 
ecosystem for women’s hockey in North America — just like there are 
multiple leagues for men. A single league would mean fewer 
opportunities for women to continue playing after college. 

“That is the last thing we are trying to do,” PHWPA lead consultant Jayna 
Hefford told The Athletic in March. “We just want one league that actually 
supports women in a way that they can be full-time hockey players.” 

Hailey Salvian is a staff writer, covering the Calgary Flames and 
women’s hockey. Previously at The Athletic, she covered the Ottawa 
Senators and has served as a general assignment reporter in Toronto. 
Hailey has also worked for CBC News in Toronto and Saskatchewan 
Follow Hailey on Twitter @hailey_salvian. 
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LeBrun: Which contender that upgraded its goaltending last summer has 
an edge going into the playoffs? 

 

Pierre LeBrun7-9 minutes 11/04/2022 

 

The playoffs are nearing and we’re about to get some answers on how 
significant a day July 28 was last summer on the NHL goalie carousel. 

To recap the pertinent goalie news from that day: 

 Frederik Andersen signed a two-year, $9 million deal with Carolina, 
leaving Toronto (the Hurricanes also signed UFA netminder Antti Raanta 
to a two-year, $4 million deal from Arizona). 
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Petr Mrazek signed a three-year, $11.4 million contract with Toronto, 
leaving Carolina. 

Linus Ullmark signed a four-year, $20 million deal with Boston, leaving 
Buffalo. 

Philipp Grubauer signed a six-year, $35.4 million contract with Seattle, 
leaving Colorado. 

The Avalanche, which had talked to Andersen’s camp about him being a 
potential Plan B if they couldn’t get Grubauer re-signed, miss out on all 
the top UFAs netminders in the time they took trying to grind out a 
contract with Grubauer even after the market opened. By the time the 
dust settled, they had to overpay to trade for Darcy Kuemper out of 
Arizona, spending a first-round pick in 2022, prospect Conor Timmins 
plus a conditional third-round pick in 2024 (which Arizona only gets if 
Colorado wins the Cup this season and Kuemper plays in 50 percent of 
the playoff games). 

There were other goalie moves that day but those are the ones impacting 
playoff teams right now. 

As it stands at the moment, Carolina and Colorado appear to have 
gambled very well July 28, Boston is getting more positive results from 
Ullmark over the past month, and the Leafs swung and missed on 
Mrazek. 

But it’s the playoffs that ultimately answer those questions. First, let’s go 
back to last July 28. 

For starters, Andersen was a real possibility for Colorado had the Avs cut 
the cord much sooner with Grubauer. Or actually, had Grubauer and his 
camp cut the cord with Colorado sooner that day. Andersen’s camp had 
talks with Colorado about a potential fit if Grubauer was leaving. The 
problem is, as the market opened July 28, the Avs were still trying to get 
a contract done with Grubauer, a process that would last a number of 
hours that day before fizzling. Andersen and his agent Claude Lemieux 
had to make a call, they had a good offer from the Hurricanes and 
couldn’t sit there waiting on Colorado and potentially see Carolina move 
on. So they took the Hurricanes’ offer and well, Andersen and Raanta 
have backstopped the ‘Canes this season to the stingiest defensive 
record, Carolina having allowed the fewest goals in the NHL. 

Of course some of that is the play in front of them, too, but no matter how 
you slice it, Carolina GM Don Waddell scored well last July 28, and 
remember that he entered free agency without a single NHL goalie under 
contract. 

There was big-time pressure on Carolina in that moment as free agency 
opened. 

“We certainly were rolling the dice, but we also knew the potential goalies 
that were out there either through free agency or through trade,” Waddell 
said over the phone Monday. “And we felt that, when you get into free 
agency and you tell somebody, ‘The net’s yours,’ there wasn’t any 
competition at that point (in the Carolina net). We were clearly looking for 
a No. 1 and a 1a, so we thought that would be enticing to somebody. 

“We didn’t know at that time who it was going to be. Obviously, it ended 
up being Freddy and Raanta and we’re very pleased with that.” 

Meanwhile, yes the Avs paid a heavy enough price for going too late on 
their efforts to re-sign Grubauer on July 28 and having the free-agent 
goalie market dry up on them. And I mean, Andersen presumably would 
have been a nice fit in Denver given how he’s responded to a fresh start 
in Carolina. 

When the season began, there were people immediately wondering if 
Avs GM Joe Sakic would take a run at Marc-Andre Fleury before the 
trade deadline, highlighting some doubt that some people had in 
Kuemper right from the get-go. 

Well, he’s certainly erased a lot of those doubts with a marvellous 
season, his 49 saves Saturday night another example of that,  

The interesting part in the goalie decisions for Carolina and Colorado is 
that not only did the Avs have dialogue with Andersen’s camp, but I’m 
told the Hurricanes had trade talks with Arizona at the draft last summer 
about Kuemper. Carolina felt the price at the time, believed to be a first-
round pick and a prospect, was too high. They got Andersen without 
giving up an asset so that worked out. But it must also be said that 
Coyotes GM Bill Armstrong played his cards pretty well as far as being 
patient enough to keep Kuemper until the first day of free agency played 
out and a team came up empty and would be desperate enough to pay 
that big price. Boy, did that ever happen all right. 

But you know what? If the Avs do win the Cup in June, nobody is ever 
going to remember the price they paid for Kuemper. Or hold it against 
them anyway. 

In Boston, the Ullmark signing last summer, a contract that caught a lot of 
people’s attention, will probably prove to be wise not just because 
Tuukka Rask’s comeback attempt fizzled but because Jeremy Swayman 
has cooled off a bit of late after overall having a solid season. Ullmark 
has been real good lately, all of which has set up a healthy 50-50 
situation in net heading into the playoffs. 

“Linus has steadily improved throughout the season,” Bruins GM Don 
Sweeney said via text message Monday. “There was an adjustment 
period but he deepened a very important position, especially with the 
complete unknown of Rask being able to return to play (which there was 
obviously no way of knowing at the time we signed Linus and traded 
Vladar). 

“We knew we were going to be a highly competitive team with a good, 
young goalie in Swayman but we needed to insulate him and Linus was 
the goalie our group had focused on,” added Sweeney. “He was at the 
right age, had experience and wanted to play on a highly competitive 
team.” 

As Sweeney also said, the Bruins were spoiled for a long time with Rask 
and so it was real important to go find an established goalie to fortify the 
position. Boston has a nice one-two punch going right now. 

The Leafs, meanwhile, were right to go out and try and replace the 
departing Andersen, especially with the uncertainty of Jack Campbell 
entering the final year of his contract this season. But the Mrazek signing 
simply hasn’t worked out whatsoever. He’s injured again now and 
honestly, who knows if he plays another game for the Leafs. 

It’s all about Campbell now, and really, it was probably always going to 
be about Campbell if the Leafs finally got past the first round this year. 

And that’s just the thing, right? The playoffs are the last word. Right now 
Carolina and Colorado look like the big winners from the goalie carousel 
last July 28, the Bruins get a positive grade, and the Leafs struck out. 

But all four of those teams are bonafide contenders, and the ultimate 
answer to the impact of last July 28 is going to start answering itself next 
month. 

Pierre LeBrun has been a senior NHL columnist for The Athletic since 
2017. He has been an NHL Insider for TSN since 2011 following six 
years as a panelist on Hockey Night In Canada. He also appears 
regularly on RDS in Montreal. Pierre previously covered the NHL for 
ESPN.com and The Canadian Press. Follow Pierre on Twitter 
@PierreVLeBrun. 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.12.2022 

1241509 Websites 

 

The West is chaos (but fun), the Leafs are good (but maybe not good 
enough) and the Red Wings are confusing 
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Last week, we talked about the Eastern Conference, and how the eight 
playoff teams are so good that the stretch run feels kind of boring. Almost 
everyone is a legitimate contender, so none of the races really matter, 
and there isn’t much reason to worry about who finishes where or 
matches up with whom when nobody is a favorite. 

And then there’s the Western Conference. 

You want a wild-card race? You’ve got it. You want a clear favorite? Got 
that too. Want just enough separation between the top and the bottom 
that there’s the potential for results that feel like real upsets? Yep. How 
about one team that’s gone over the cap to pack the roster with stars and 
still might miss the playoffs in what would be the biggest disaster of the 
season and make 31 other fan bases laugh evilly? That’s weirdly 
specific, but yeah, the West has you covered. 

Heading down the stretch, the West pretty much has it all, except for 
suspense around the two division winners. We know those will be the 
Avs and Flames. Beyond that, there’s still lots to be decided. 

Let’s start in the Central, where we pretty much know we’re going to get 
the Wild and Blues in round one, but aren’t sure who’ll have home ice. 
Both teams are hot, and on Friday we got a head-to-head playoff preview 
that the Blues took in overtime. The Wild held a 3-1 lead early in the third 
but let it slip away as the Robert Thomas breakout continues, meaning 
the Blues are even in points but Minnesota still has a game in hand. 
Given that both teams are far better at home than on the road, the race 
for second might matter a lot. 

The Pacific looks like it could be headed toward an Oilers-Kings matchup 
that will launch a thousand playoff format complaints but bring back some 
old-school Smythe Division vibes. The Oilers just went toe-to-toe with the 
Avs in the rare 2-1 game that was actually entertaining before a one-
sided overtime ended and everyone turned it off. Somebody won in the 
shootout, but that part doesn’t matter as much as two key storylines: The 
Oilers can hold their own in a low-scoring slugfest with a contender, and 
Darcy Kuemper is quietly heating up for an Avs team that was already 
the favorite when he was mediocre. 

The Avs, Oilers, Flames, Blues and Wild are all locked into the playoffs, 
leaving four or maybe five teams fighting for three spots. That “maybe” is 
for you Vancouver fans, and to their credit the Canucks aren’t going 
quietly with three wins this week. I think they’re out of runway, but 
tomorrow’s showdown with Vegas still feels meaningful. The Golden 
Knights absolutely need to make the playoffs, and with six wins in their 
last seven and Max Pacioretty back, they still have a decent shot. 
They’re chasing the Predators and Stars for the wild-card spots, but their 
best chance might be overtaking Los Angeles for third in the Pacific, 
especially after the Kings coughed up a strong start in Sunday’s loss to 
the Wild. The Predators got a point in an OT loss to the Penguins, while 
Dallas took care of business in Chicago. 

It’s chaos, the good kind, and the outlook changes pretty much every 
night. That’s a lot more fun than what we have out East, unless you’re 
one of those fans living and dying with every result down the stretch. 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 

Be right back, have to go weep quietly to myself because Trevor Zegras 
is out there skilling it up again like a big meanie. 

5. New York Rangers (47-20-6, +37 true goals differential*) — Ah screw 
it, why not? Who am I to resist Rangers fans, who continue to make such 
eloquent and persuasive arguments in favor of their team? 

Sure, let’s slip the Rangers into the top five for a week, if only because 
we need to give the Lightning a timeout. Should this spot go to the Wild 
or the Blues instead? Probably, but that means trying to choose between 
them, and it feels like that would result in a brick thrown through my front 

window. (There’s also one other team that might deserve this spot, but 
they’re going to get their own section in a minute.) 

This is New York’s first appearance in the top five this year, bringing the 
total number of teams featured to an even dozen. The storyline for this 
team pretty much all year long has been well-worn — their underlying 
numbers aren’t great, but Igor Shesterkin is good enough to overcome 
that, and goalies are part of the team, too. The numbers have quietly 
improved over the last few weeks, but Shesterkin slumped his way out of 
the MVP talk so it cancelled out. But he’s stopped 51 of 52 shots in his 
last two, and the Rangers beat a very good Penguins team and 
absolutely speed-bagged a not-so-good Senators one. If Shesterkin is 
back — and it’s been two games, so let’s underline that “if” — then the 
Rangers are a very scary playoff draw. 

4. Calgary Flames (42-19-9, +74) — They swept California, then closed 
out the road trip with a win in Seattle. With the Avs out of reach and the 
Pacific all but wrapped up, there’s not a ton left to play for other than 
Johnny Gaudreau’s Hart candidacy. Will they get complacent? 
(Remembers who the coach is.) Yeah I think they’ll be OK. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes (47-18-8, +69) — Even with Tampa Bay out of the 
top five for the first time since November, this week continues the 
season-long trend of the East having three of the five spots. It’s been that 
way every week of the season, with the exception of one week that saw 
the East have four of five instead. 

That feels broken. 

After all, we keep pointing out that the path out of the West will be easier 
than the East. If we’re trying to predict the Cup winner, that should factor 
in. The flip side is that if the Avs are the heavy favorites, maybe having 
three Western teams in the top five doesn’t make sense. On any given 
week, sure, that’s probably fine. But every week, all season long? 

And sure, eastern sportswriter bias rears its ugly head again. I guess 
that’s possible. But it’s also possible that the East is just better, especially 
when you see stuff like this: 

I don’t know. But I acknowledge that it’s weird, and I may have this all 
wrong. 

Oh, and the Hurricanes beat the Ducks. Sorry I used your whole section 
to talk about something else. 

2. Florida Panthers (51-15-6, +89) — Where’s the lie? 

And no, you obviously don’t want to be a Cup contender who’s constantly 
going down by three or four goals. But the Panthers are forming an 
identity as the team that’s never out of a game, and there’s something to 
be said for the psychology of always believing you’re still in it. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (52-14-6, +74) — We touched on it up above, but 
Darcy Kuemper started the season with a .904 save percentage in 
October and .901 in November. Since then, he’s gone .922 in December, 
.928 in January, .938 in February, .940 in March, and a tidy .948 through 
three games in April. I’m not trying to give away the ending here, but if 
he’s red hot in the playoffs then the Avs are pretty close to unbeatable, 
no? 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Toronto Maple Leafs — I guess we have to talk about them. 

Or more accurately, we have to continue to talk about them, because the 
Leafs discourse never stops. As always, it remains deeply confusing that 
a team in a major media market with a massive fan base would receive 
more attention than others, and I’m well aware that this bothers a lot of 
you because you’ve helpfully made that your entire personality. If you’re 
still struggling to crack the code on the mystery of Maple Leafs coverage, 
I can’t help you here. 

All that said, yeah, the last few weeks have been kind of exhausting, 
even for Toronto. Let’s recap. 
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Two weekends ago, the Leafs went into Montreal and lost to the last-
place Habs despite outshooting them 51 to 18. That wasn’t great, and the 
timing was worse, because Toronto was about to start to a six-game 
stretch that included four against the other Atlantic heavyweights. This 
would be a test, one that would tell us whether this team can actually 
contend in a stacked division. 

The result of those four games: three wins, 23 goals scored, seven out of 
eight points, and apparently, a team in crisis. That’s because of the one 
loss, which came against the Panthers. You may have heard about it. Yet 
another big blown lead, this one peaking at 5-1 midway through the 
second period, meant all the old Leafs punchlines got dusted off again. 

On the one hand, that seemed like an overreaction. If the glass is half 
full, Tuesday saw the Leafs go into the building of the league’s best 
home team, blow their doors off for 30 minutes, then have their third-
string goalie give up an awful goal before getting hurt and forcing Jack 
Campbell to come in cold. The Panthers came all the way back to take 
the lead, but the Leafs didn’t quit and tied it back up to salvage a tough 
road point. From an optimist’s perspective, not bad. 

But there are no optimists in Toronto, because (gestures at the last few 
years and also decades). So instead we’re reminded that this team just 
can’t seem to hold a lead, and rarely seems to want to bother playing a 
full 60 minutes. An explosive offense ends up papering over most of 
those problems in the regular season, but that isn’t a workable plan for 
the playoffs, as everyone loves to point out. On Thursday, the Leafs went 
into Dallas and beat a team that was desperate for points, but blew three 
separate leads along the way. On Saturday they had the Habs again, 
and closed the loop by playing a relatively boring third period to hold a 
lead, for once. 

Here’s where we’re at: The Maple Leafs are on pace for 114 points, 
which would be the most in franchise history by a mile. There’s a good 
chance they’ll have the MVP, for the first time in almost seven decades. 
They might have two 100-point players, which would equal the total from 
the first 100 years of franchise history. They’re second in the league in 
goals scored. They’ve been locked into a playoff spot for months, and at 
this point seem like decent favorites to have home ice when they get 
there. 

Great. Wonderful. Are they contenders? 

The guys over at the other power rankings sure seem to think so. They 
put the Leafs third on Friday, ahead of the Hurricanes and Flames 
among others, and that’s not even the highest they’ve had them. I 
haven’t been so sure; as many of you have noticed, the Leafs haven’t 
appeared in my top five even once all year. 

Of course, I can hear some of you already: “Herr, derr, isn’t DGB just 
very obviously trying some dumb and transparent reverse-jinx here, 
herpy derp?” And yes, I am absolutely doing that, but you don’t have to 
say it that way. And it’s not the only reason I’m not fully sold on this team. 
Recent history does play a factor, and you know that the first postseason 
wobble will mean a lot of “here we go again” thoughts going through 
players’ heads. The goaltending needs to be better, and we were waiting 
on Jack Campbell’s return from injury to judge that, and so far the results 
haven’t been great. The path out of the East is absolutely brutal. And as 
much as I hate the narrative about how you have to win 2-1 in the 
playoffs, it’s largely (although not entirely) based on reality. 

Are the Leafs a very good team? Absolutely. Are they much more than a 
coin flip to beat the Bruins or Lightning in the first round? Probably not. 
The most likely result for the Leafs is an early exit in round one or two. 
But then again, that’s the most likely result for everyone in this league 
other than maybe the Avalanche. 

So what is this team? A tragically flawed roster that’s been built for 
regular-season success but is doomed to always fail when it matters? A 
star-studded powerhouse that will need a little bit of luck and hot 
goaltending along the way, just like every other legitimate contender? A 
decent team with strengths and weaknesses just like any other, one that 

we constantly pretend is endlessly fascinating even though they’re not? 
Maybe all of the above? 

Ah screw it. Do you want to know the terrifying truth, or do you want to 
see Auston Matthews snipe a few beauties? 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed toward the best lottery odds and a shot at 
Shane Wright. 

The biggest news of the week among the bad teams: The Owen Power 
Era has arrived, and he’ll make his debut tomorrow night in Toronto. 

5. Ottawa Senators (26-40-6, -42) — It feels like most rebuilding teams 
have a few guys you’ve heard about for years (like Thomas Chabot and 
Brady Tkachuk), and then one really good young player you’re not as 
familiar with. Take my advice, get familiar with Josh Norris. Preferably 
before Brendan Gallagher starts talking trash about him. 

4. New Jersey Devils (25-41-6, -49) — The Devils are well into the late-
season thing where a bad team throws in the towel and starts shutting 
everyone down. Once Jack Hughes went down, that approach was 
probably for the best, but man this team should be very bad for the last 
few weeks. Bad enough to drop all the way to 32nd? Probably not, 
especially after they somehow beat the Stars on Saturday, but miracles 
happen. 

3. Montreal Canadiens (20-41-11, -86) — Is tonight the night for Carey 
Price? There’s been no announcement yet, but a return seems imminent, 
as Price travelled with the team on their recent road trip and has been 
working hard to get into game shape. Jake Allen got hurt on Saturday, 
although the team says that won’t factor into the decision. Either way, it 
seems like a very long road back is almost at the finish line. 

“We’re not going to rush Carey because of that. We’re going to stay the 
course with Carey.” – Martin St. Louis. 

2. Seattle Kraken (23-43-6, -65) — Ryan S. Clark has the story on No. 2 
pick Matty Beniers, who’ll be debuting soon. That will be a nice reminder 
of the importance of lottery odds, especially with games against the 
Devils and Senators coming up. (As a reminder, the Kraken won the 
lottery to move up to No. 2 last year, but can still win again this year 
because the “no repeat winners” rule hasn’t kicked in yet.) 

1. Arizona Coyotes (22-45-5, -83) — This week saw them play three 
games, record three regulation losses, and score three goals. So, pretty 
much right on schedule for a bad team that’s missing some of their better 
players. Other than the Devils tomorrow and the Hawks next week, all 
their remaining games are against playoff teams, so the path to clinching 
the best lottery odds is right there. 

Not ranked: Detroit Red Wings — I don’t always understand this team. 

Big picture, sure, they’re not hard to figure out. They’re in that phase of a 
rebuild where they’re done with the tear-down and starting to find their 
feet, so they’re still bad but no longer terrible. They’ve got some very 
good young players, including the Calder favorite in Mo Seider, and more 
help on the way. This year was never about making the playoffs, it was 
about being better. And they are better. 

But they’re only a little bit better. And some nights, they look absolutely 
terrible. 

You’ve no doubt heard the stat about how only two teams have scored 
double-digit goals in the last five years, and both were against this year’s 
Red Wings, including the first 11-goal game of the cap era. The Wings 
have also given up nine in a game, and also eight, and also seven (five 
times!) and also six (four times). They’ve given up five or more goals on 
29 occasions, which is not quite half their schedule but is way closer than 
it should be. They’re dead last in the NHL in goals against, two worse 
than the Canadiens, and that’s pretty bad because at one point the Habs 
were starting you in net. 
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By contrast, the Wings have basically been healthy in net all year long. 
Their guys just aren’t very good. That’s fine for Thomas Griess, who’s 36 
and clearly not part of the long-term plan, and very much not fine for Alex 
Nedeljkovic, who was supposed to be the future. But it’s not all on the 
goalies, because the Wings are a defensive mess, ranking in the bottom 
five in possession, shots against, scoring chance percentage, and high-
danger chances against. Even when they pull off an impressive win, like 
beating the Bruins in regulation last week, it usually comes with an 
asterisk like “oops, they gave up 50 shots.” 

So, what’s the deal? The typical answer would start with coaching, and 
sure enough, that’s where a lot of Red Wings’ fans are putting the blame. 
Steve Yzerman sure seems to love the guy, and Jeff Blashill is now the 
second longest-serving coach in the league (behind only Jon Cooper), 
despite six straight years without the playoffs. You never want to root for 
anyone to lose their job, but it’s fair to say that few teams would have 
been this patient, so either Yzerman really sees something in Blashill, or 
he’s waiting as long as possible to play one of the cards in his rebuild 
deck. Detroit fans’ trust in Yzerman seems to be pretty close to absolute, 
so I guess we go with door one, at least until any decisions are made in 
the offseason. 

Beyond that, there’s not much to play for down the stretch apart from 
lottery odds, and we all know the Red Wings don’t win draft lotteries. So 
instead we’ll watch to see if Seider can cement the Calder, get a look at 
how the Wings measure up against contenders like Carolina, Florida and 
Tampa, as well as fellow rebuilds like Ottawa and New Jersey over the 
next few weeks, and then find out if Yzerman thinks the results have 
been good enough. 

Sean McIndoe has been a senior NHL writer with The Athletic since 
2018. He launched Down Goes Brown in 2008 and has been writing 
about hockey ever since, with stops including Grantland, Sportsnet and 
Vice Sports. His book, The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL, is 
available in book stores now. Follow Sean on Twitter 
@DownGoesBrown. 
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Wheeler: Notes and quotes from trips to Frozen Four, CHL Top 
Prospects Game, Ottawa and Gatineau 

 

Scott Wheeler29-37 minutes 11/04/2022 

 

As COVID-19 restrictions have eased, my travel has returned to normal 
in recent weeks. 

It’s been busy but also really nice to be back doing the job. Gatineau for 
a game between Olympiques and the Rimouski Oceanic. Ottawa for a 
game between the 67’s and the OHL-leading Hamilton Bulldogs. 
Kitchener for the CHL Top Prospects Game. Boston for five days for the 
Frozen Four. 

It also means the return of the notebook. 

So to put a bow on these last three trips, which included viewings of 
more than 100 drafted, draft-eligible, or top free-agent prospects, here 
are all of my notes and some of the quotes I gathered, with updates on 
the majority of those players. 

Frozen Four 

University of Michigan  

G Erik Portillo (Buffalo Sabres): Portillo was tremendous. He swallowed 
several Grade A chances from the low slot moving post-to-post or low-to-

high. He fought to stay in plays. He was Michigan’s best player, capping 
off an outstanding sophomore year. Big fan of this kid. 

RHD Nick Blankenburg (Columbus Blue Jackets): When I was writing 
these notes, Blankenburg didn’t have the Blue Jackets next to his name. 
Good for him though. He’s a good kid who famously turned down an NHL 
deal (I can only assume from the Blue Jackets) to return to college to 
captain the Wolverines and was beloved by staff, teammates, fans and 
media alike at Michigan. He plays hard and he’s an impressive skater 
who uses his feet to play very active and engaged style in all three 
zones. His skill isn’t dynamic for his size (5-foot-9) but he’s built sturdy 
and he loves to attack down the wall off the line. 

LHD Luke Hughes (New Jersey Devils): Once the Wolverines fell behind, 
Hughes pushed for it and made things happen. He took some risks 
where it looked like he might turn it over but didn’t. And I thought he had 
some nice man-to-man sequences defensively. He also created 
Michigan’s best chance of overtime and played a lot. Sounds like he’s 
returning to Michigan next year, which I think is the right call. 

Here’s Wolverines head coach Mel Pearson on Hughes: “Luke is a great 
offensive player but he has become more responsible with making better 
decisions. Because when he gets the puck, he’s so confident. He thinks 
he can go end-to-end and we’ve seen some of the things he does on the 
offensive zone blue line and in the offensive zone. He’s so confident in 
his ability. And he has had to learn at times to manage the game. What’s 
the situation? What’s the score? Where are we at? Do we need offence 
or can I just lay the puck in and live to see another day? And I think that’s 
been one of the areas he has really grown, is understanding that. 

“He was plus-28 and a lot of people didn’t think he could defend and his 
defence wasn’t this or that, but he has become much, much better at 
defending and has become much more physical. He’s the third-youngest 
player in college hockey this year and as he grows and matures, he’s 
even going to get better. I think the sky’s the limit for him. When Owen 
Power went to the Olympics, Luke really stepped up his game. To score 
17 goals as a freshman, any freshman, is phenomenal. But for a 
defenceman to put up numbers like that is just great.” 

LHD Owen Power (Buffalo Sabres): A couple of really nice evades. A 
couple of moments off the line. A couple of transition sequences. And 
yet, I didn’t think Owen Power was at his best. 

Here’s Pearson on Power’s sophomore year: “He’s made great strides … 
not only on the ice but off the ice. And just his maturity and leadership, 
taking charge of a game. And we really needed him to take a step 
forward this year. His offensive game has just matured. You could see he 
wants the puck on the stick. He’s driven. He’s a game-changer, and he 
wants that. But his game, from last year where he was to where he is 
now, this year, has just grown exponentially. Buffalo is going to get a 
really good hockey player.” 

And here’s Power’s roommate, captain Blankenburg: “You just get so 
close to someone and you care about these guys a lot. And you see 
them grow, and it’s something special to see it, especially with Owen. 
He’s never done laundry before he came here. And his mom and his 
girlfriend would cook his meals for him. He’s able to do that now. So just 
maturing and becoming more of a man has helped him off the ice. And 
just on the ice, you see his confidence all over the ice. I’ll be excited to 
watch him continue his career on.” 

C John Beecher (Boston Bruins): The Wolverines, as the top seed, had 
the Bruins’ room this week and apparently the guys were telling Beecher 
he should pick his stall and stick around, which I thought was great. It 
was an up-and-down season for Beecher, who is probably the one player 
whose opportunities suffered the most by playing on this deep Michigan 
squad, because he’s such a natural fit to slide down the lineup into a 
checking role. So it was nice to see him repeatedly get his flowers 
throughout the week. 

Here was Pearson on Beecher: “He has been a real key for us here as of 
late. Unfortunately, Johnny had injury problems last year with the 
shoulder injury and then this year he breaks his thumb and was out quite 
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awhile again. So we really didn’t get him until the second half of the year 
and that’s when we made our push. And a lot of the reason is Johnny 
has anchored a line and has used his skating. The numbers maybe 
aren’t as high as you’d like them to be but he’s not playing on one of our 
power-play units and guys get a lot of points on the power play. So I 
wouldn’t be overly concerned with the stats. It’s just what he brings to our 
team and what he brings is speed, physicality, he’s got good size, he’s 
great on faceoffs, and he has taken a defensive role on the penalty kill 
and has done a great job there. 

“But he has really given us another line that is dangerous and has added 
to our depth. His development has been good. He has continued to grow 
not only as a player on the ice but off the ice and he has matured. Maybe 
last year where I might have (had) to calm him down on the bench a little 
bit, the other day he was calming our coaches down on the bench. So it 
has been a reversal and he has really grown. And he’s still young. He’s 
got a lot of good hockey in front of him. 

Johnny has had a really good year for us. He was injured (during) the 
first part. He’s really come on. He really adds a lot to our team, has really 
accepted his role and thrived on it. He’s a good player (who) has a bright 
future.” 

C Matty Beniers (Seattle Kraken): One of the quotes that really stuck with 
me this week was fifth-year Michigan forward Mike Pastujov saying he 
thinks Beniers has what it takes to be a captain in the NHL someday — 
and that he has told him as much. With Beniers’ college career coming to 
an end after signing his entry-level contract with the Kraken on Sunday, 
there’s no question he left his mark on his Michigan teammates and staff. 

How about this from Pearson: “He makes our team better the moment he 
walks in the door every day. Just his personality, his positivity, the energy 
that he brings. He’s a fabulous young man. I remember always going to 
the (program) games and thinking ‘Oh jeez, he’s really good, it’s too bad 
he’s going to Harvard.’ And unfortunately with COVID and what 
happened with the Ivy League schools, we got very lucky that one of our 
assistants, Kris Mayotte, had a relationship with Matty and his family. He 
has been tremendous. He’s got a bright future. We are very fortunate to 
have a player of Matty’s calibre and character. 

Phenomenal player. He’s just continued to grow and grow and get better. 
Can use him in any situation — PK, power play, last minute, whatever it 
might be. He’s a top-notch college player.” 

C Thomas Bordeleau (San Jose Sharks): Bordeleau shields and protects 
the puck so well for a 5-foot-9 player, especially leaning into guys with 
one hand on his stick. That was my big takeaway from his night. He went 
to the front of the net to chip in the tying 2-2 goal to force overtime, and 
he showed some great feel on his passes, but I expect that from him. 

LW Kent Johnson (Columbus Blue Jackets): Michigan’s top lines had 
some excellent shifts, but I thought Johnson was the least noticeable of 
the trio. That wide base to his skating stride, with his jersey flapping, is 
unmistakable, but the rest of his game wasn’t. It’s also one game and my 
belief in Johnson is unwavering. 

RW Mackie Samoskevich (Florida Panthers): Samoskevich overhanded 
the puck a couple of times but he was one of Michigan’s most noticeable 
forwards without question. He had some really nice dashes, including 
one in the first period when his teammates looked like they were skating 
in the mud. 

University of Minnesota  

RHD Brock Faber (Los Angeles Kings): Man oh man, his skating — 
specifically the maneuverability. 

RHD Mike Koster (Toronto Maple Leafs): I’m continually impressed by 
Koster’s mobility through his crossovers and hips. On a blue line with 
some big names, he can get lost in the weeds a little. I thought he played 
really well and I’m looking forward to tracking his development as a junior 
with a team that will look a lot different next year. 

LHD Jackson LaCombe (Anaheim Ducks): LaCombe’s play at both ends 
has come a long way, but his power in straight lines and eagerness to 
join remain the two things that jump out. 

C Tristan Broz (Pittsburgh Penguins): Broz’s skating caught my eye a 
few times. He weaved through coverage at least thrice. There’s been 
some clear progress there. 

LW/RW Matthew Knies (Toronto Maple Leafs): Stay tuned. *winks* 

RW Sammy Walker (Tampa Bay Lightning): Walker made a number of 
heady plays to identify a passing lane through coverage seeing through 
layers. 

University of Denver 

LW/RW Carter Savoie (Edmonton Oilers): Savoie was named to the 
Frozen Four’s all-tournament team and I thought he left it all out there 
effort-wise, highlighting the real growth and maturity that has gone from a 
major concern about him to what staff at Denver now insist is a real 
strength. He was driving around the ice, fighting for pucks, and emptying 
the tank in races. He also scored the game winner of the semifinals, 
doing what he does so well: getting open when he should be a marked 
man. 

RHD Antti Tuomisto (Detroit Red Wings): Tuomisto is physical and 
stronger than everyone else along the wall, which makes him a go-to late 
in games. He was effective in spurts, but also had some mental lapses 
(which has become a bit of a feature of his game). 

C Cole Guttman (Tampa Bay Lightning): Guttman attacked and played 
with pace in both games. His speed and flowing skating stride were 
noticeable. He does such a beautiful job playing pucks into space to 
skate onto (whether under sticks or off the boards to himself) at speed, 
too. 

C Brett Stapley (Montreal Canadiens): Stapley wasn’t a standout, but he 
scored in both games (the latter into an empty net) and was highly 
involved. 

LW/RW Carter Mazur (Detroit Red Wings): Mazur is just so sturdy. He’s 
a hound on pucks, he’s difficult to knock off of them, and then he’s got 
sneaky skill. 

Here’s Denver coach David Carle on Mazur: “He’s added a lot. We’re 
really fortunate to get him and he has added a ton of value on and off the 
ice. He plays the game the right way, he gets to the dirty areas, he 
finishes his checks, but he has a skill set to him that he can make plays, 
score goals, and set teammates up too. He does a lot of little things right. 
Their line has been exceptional all year. Him, (Massimo) Rizzo and 
(Cameron Wight) have really been together from day one and have found 
chemistry. It has been a really fun group to watch them grow and 
develop.” 

RHD Michael Benning (Florida Panthers): Benning was tremendous. He 
didn’t just pick up four points, he helped create four goals — while 
defending admirably off the puck throughout. Loyal readers will know I’m 
a big fan, so it was nice to see him show out on this stage. 

C Massimo Rizzo (Carolina Hurricanes): There may not be a freshman 
season that flew under the radar more than Rizzo’s. Nearly a point per 
game (as a centre no less), punctuated by an assist on the 2-1 goal in 
the semi and the championship-sealing 3-1 goal on Saturday. His line, 
with Mazur and free-agent senior Cameron Wright, was money for the 
Pioneers all year. 

LHD Sean Behrens (Colorado Avalanche): I loved how physical Behrens 
was in both games. He’s got some bite and he’s stocky. He doesn’t play 
like a 5-foot-9 teenaged freshman out there. One-timer 2-1 goal! 

LHD Shai Buium (Detroit Red Wings): Buium was rock solid defensively 
and simple but effective with the puck. He can look a step slow at times 
(more going forward than backward) but he’s a good player. 
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I asked Carle about Buium’s strong play as a freshman. Here’s what he 
said: “Shai’s one of our young players who has played a lot and done 
well with it. By this time of the year, he’s really no longer a freshman. His 
defensive play is what we’ve really been pushing on him the most, taking 
away time and space and trying to get in people’s way and getting 
physical in corners around the net to use his body and his size to help 
the team in that regard. There’s a reason he’s able to play for us at a 
high level like he has been, so we’re really proud of the growth that he 
has had and the growth ahead.” 

G Magnus Chrona (San Jose Sharks): Chrona’s tracking was superb. He 
fought through traffic and anticipated play beautifully to make some 
season-saving saves. He was also really good moving to point-blank 
opportunities and jamming on the breaks. I was impressed. 

Here’s Carle on Chrona: “You don’t get to this point without good 
goaltending. I think our guy has really elevated his game in the last four 
to five weeks once the calendar turned to playoff hockey. He’s fighting for 
sightlines, he’s tracking pucks well, obviously he’s a big body, and I like 
his focus right now and his attention to detail. I’m really happy with his 
play.” 

RW Jack Devine (2022): Devine didn’t look like the youngest player in 
the Frozen Four. He picked up a secondary assist in both games, the first 
of which came at the end of an excellent shift, and he was noticeable 
throughout, particularly applying pressure on the forecheck. 

Here’s Carle on Devine: We had a really good conversation with him and 
his family coming in. He’s a player who accelerated to come to us a year 
early out of the national team development program. We loved Jack’s 
hockey sense and skill level and we thought this would be a great team 
for him to grow with and he has really improved throughout the year to 
where now he’s a contributor, even if he’s not one of the guys with a 
spotlight on him. But certainly, he’s ready to take the reins of that come 
his sophomore and junior years here. It has been a great year of 
development for him. He’s a player who wants to learn and wants to get 
better and we’ve been really happy with him and not surprised, I should 
say.” 

Minnesota State University 

G Dryden McKay (FA): It has become trendy to chalk McKay’s success 
up to the strong defence in front of him, or to question his NHL potential 
because of his size. I think both of those things do a disservice to the 
best goalie in college hockey for quite some time now. He’s a wall and I’d 
be lining up to sign him. If Ben Meyers is the clear No. 1 free agent in this 
year’s college hockey class, McKay should be the runner-up. 

I didn’t think either of the Mavs’ top forwards, Coyotes prospect Nathan 
Smith and free-agent winger Julian Napravnik, were even noticeable in 
Boston, but free-agent defencemen Akito Hirose and Jake Livingstone 
played well (Hirose more in the semi, Livingstone more in the finale). 

CHL Top Prospects Game 

Team Red 

RW Maxim Barbashev (2022): I must confess that I was a little surprised 
Barbashev was named to the game. But then he surprised me relative to 
earlier tape viewings with how strong and sturdy he looked in the skates 
and the game. It did not surprise me when weigh-ins with central 
scouting moved his weight from 167 pounds (his listed weight with 
Moncton) to 181 pounds. 

C Luca Del Bel Belluz (2022): I thought Del Bel Belluz was really 
noticeable in the skates (the slight pre-shot deception that he has in his 
release seemed to be surprising goalies and I think he’s a better skater 
than he gets credited for) but invisible in the game. 

LW Josh Filmon (2022): I was struck by how slow Filmon looked. The 
toes of his skates can really drag. 

LW Jordan Gustafson (2022): I actually really liked him defensively at 
even strength and on the PK, even if his game offensively didn’t pop. He 
made some smart reads and was always above the puck. 

RW Fraser Minten (2022): His hands flashed a couple of times but I 
didn’t think Minten was at his best. The expectation is that he’ll go in the 
third or fourth round and that’s about what he looked like. 

One WHL source I spoke to agreed. 

“His hockey sense is through the roof,” the source said. “He’s a very 
responsible 200-foot centre. I believe he’s going to play and he’s going to 
carve out a role. At 19, he’s going to be a very good junior player and I 
could see him pushing to get onto a world junior team. I think his game is 
just steadily growing. He’s a guy to keep an eye on. But I thought he was 
a non-factor in Kitchener.” 

C Matthew Savoie (2022): Team Red didn’t have many standouts but 
Savoie was their most dangerous player with the puck. He dashed 
through coverage to the net a few times. He drew a penalty. He delivered 
a big hit in the third when Red looked completely out of it. 

RW Matthew Seminoff (2022): I thought Seminoff had some really nice 
defensive moments, but he didn’t impress offensively after starting the 
game on the top line with Shane Wright and Danny Zhilkin. He’ll likely be 
a fourth- or fifth-rounder. Here’s one source on him: 

“His work ethic is outstanding. He’s an honest player. Nothing’s the most 
high-end but he plays a complete game.” 

C Shane Wright (2022): Wright had some real jump early, creating a 
couple of steals and pushing pace for two of the best chances of the first 
(including Red’s lone goal, which he powered past his man in transition). 
But he was quiet in the second half for sure. 

LHD Michael Buchinger (2022): I noticed that Buchinger’s shot was 
harder than I remembered from prior viewings. 

Because there were four Storm players in the game, I also took the time 
to ask some of his teammates about him. 

Here’s Matt Poitras on Buchinger: “He’s a smooth-skating defenceman 
who is just as good on offence as he is on defence. He seems to be the 
apple machine this year too.” 

And here’s Buchinger on himself: “I would say I’m a two-way 
defenceman. I like to think of myself as having a good first pass and 
vision and skating. I like to jump up into the rush and create offence with 
my skating. And then I also have a good stick on the defensive side and I 
like to play with an edge sometimes.” 

LHD Isaiah George (2022): George looked good in the offensive zone, 
where he looked to attack off the line a number of times. I thought he was 
a little discombobulated in the defensive zone (with and without the 
puck), though, and was late on some of his reads/decisions. 

LHD Kevin Korchinski (2022): I didn’t like Korchinski early, when he 
looked a little scrambled, but I thought he settled into a groove and 
showcased what will make him a first-round pick as the game 
progressed. He’s got impressive balance over his feet and control of 
them. His posture is near-perfect. And while he needs to work on his 
shot, his mobility, pivots and directional changes can really guide play 
with and without the puck. 

RHD Maveric Lamoureux (2022): The more people I talk to, the more I 
get the sense Lamoureux is going to go in the first round. When you 
watch him in isolation in a practice setting, it’s not hard to see why. He’s 
got a short, compact stride for how big he is (nearly 6-foot-7), he moves 
well, his shot explodes off his stick from the point, and he’s got a good 
first touch. But the more I watch him in games, the less I think those tools 
translate. I thought he was sloppy and consistently making his decisions 
with the puck too slowly. 

RHD Ty Nelson (2022): Nelson wore a letter for Red and was impossible 
to miss for his aggressive, almost-choppy skating stride (he can look like 
he’s stomping, a lot like P.K. Subban does through his crossovers, but 
his skating is a strength even if it’s different). I ran into him for the first 
time since the summer out in Calgary and we had a good chat but my 
biggest takeaway from the week is the one everyone has whenever they 
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run into him: he’s built like an ox. On the ice, his hard point shot was 
noticeable, he stretched the ice with a couple of long passes, and there 
was one moment where he attacked in control and created one of Red’s 
better chances of the game (there weren’t many so that’s not saying 
much!). 

G Reid Dyck (2022): I thought Dyck stole the show and was the best of 
the four goalies. He fought to stay in plays and made some big stops. He 
would have had my vote for Team Red’s player of the game before 
Wright. 

G Ivan Zhigalov (2022): He flashed his glove hand a few times, that’s for 
sure. 

Shane Wright in on-ice testing at the CHL Top Prospects Game. (Frank 
Gunn / The Canadian Press via AP) 

Team White 

C Owen Beck (2022): One of the big things I really took stock of while 
watching Beck over the course of the week was just how strong and 
athletic he looks next to his peers. Then he was really effective between 
Jagger Firkus and Jake Karabela as part of what was the game’s best 
line. 

RW Jagger Firkus (2022): Firkus was the best player on the ice and 
made a number of high-end plays offensively. He was on the puck. He 
was noticeable shift-to-shift offensively. He was crafty and aggressive in 
possession. Defenders couldn’t stick with him off of cuts. Without the 
puck, he sliced in and out of pockets to get open. There was just 
magnetism to his game where I constantly found my eyes on him. He’s 
drawing some late first-round attention now, after being viewed (at least 
by the majority) as more of a second or third-rounder heading in. 

C Nathan Gaucher (2022): If Firkus was the best player on the ice, 
Gaucher was a close second. He looked bigger and stronger than 
everyone else. While it can look like he has heavy feet, he actually 
moves quickly and powerfully out there. And he has some touch. So he’ll 
play to the middle lane and jump defenders to the inside, but he’ll also 
make soft little plays to the middle off the wall as a passer. He had a 
couple of shifts where he was utterly dominant, combining his ability to 
drive with and without the puck to wreak havoc. 

RW Ruslan Gazizov (2022): As is typical for Gazizov, his hands really 
flashed one-on-one a couple of times (when he wasn’t turning the puck 
over trying to do too much at other times). I’m not a big fan but he’s going 
to put up some points in junior next year. 

C Conor Geekie (2022): Geekie made a couple of soft little plays, had 
one really impressive drive to the slot, and showed great comfort in 
control of the puck throughout, without really taking over. 

LW Jake Karabela (2022): Karabela wore a letter, scored a goal and was 
consistently making something happen shift-to-shift. 

C Bryce McConnell-Barker (2022): BMB’s shot really impressed me 
throughout the week. He’s got natural mechanics through his wrister and 
was cleanly beating goalies in practice. I think he’s got more goal scoring 
than we’ve seen to date and wouldn’t be surprised if he breaks out in a 
big way next year. 

C/LW Matyas Sapovaliv (2022): Sapovaliv was very noticeable, 
especially with the puck. 

LW Reid Schaefer (2022): Schaefer has always struck me as a straight-
line, what-you-see-is-what-you-get, net-driven winger, but I was 
impressed in Kitchener by some of the passes he made. He played well 
and I intend to make more time for him before the draft. 

LHD Mats Lindgren (2022): Lindgren played his typically calm, cool, 
collected game and was one of the defenders who rose to the pace of 
playing and didn’t change his game. I like him a lot. 

LHD Denton Mateychuk: Team White’s captain, Mateychuk continued to 
make a case for himself as the top D prospect out of the CHL this 

season. He pushed when he could and everything he did was done 
smoothly. He’s got some impressive poise and command and just 
seemed to be highly involved in all three zones. 

Gatineau Olympiques 

C Zach Dean (Vegas Golden Knights): I thought Dean was Gatineau’s 
best player. Nice to see him healthy and looking like himself: attacking, 
pushing tempo, driving the net and even using his one-timer to pop out of 
coverage and add a little dimension to his game. 

RHD Noah Warren (2022): Warren caught my eye in both Gatineau and 
Kitchener. Heading into the season, 2022 prospects Tristan Luneau and 
Antonin Verreault were supposed to pull NHL scouts to Gatineau but 
increasingly Warren has become if not a bigger topic of conversation, 
close to an equal one. He’s a big (6-foot-5), powerful kid who plays within 
himself, skates well (as evidenced by his strong combine results in 
Kitchener and the impact his mobility had to funnel play to the exterior in 
Gatineau). He defends at a very high level and has started to come out of 
his shell with the puck, even if the latter is never going to be a hallmark of 
his game. I plan to circle back to him more down the stretch but he might 
have worked his way onto my final draft board. 

Ottawa 67’s 

RW Tyler Boucher (Ottawa Senators): Boucher’s game was a bit of a 
mixed bag. There were a couple of careless turnovers. I thought he 
cheated up ice to the offensive zone blue line early a lot. There was lots 
of stick tapping and some frustration/bad body language. But he also 
flashed his effortless and powerful catch and release, he looked good on 
the bumper on PP1, he rattled the glass with hits a few times, and I know 
that he’s not 100 percent healthy and is nursing some bumps and 
bruises. 

Here’s 67’s general manager James Boyd on Boucher: “He’s getting 
more comfortable as we move along. His fitness is improving. I’d like to 
see him shoot the puck a little bit more and I think he’s finding that fine 
line between physical play and staying out of the penalty box, which 
comes with the territory with him. But we’ve been happy with him. He 
adds that element that we don’t have.” 

RW Vinzenz Rohrer (2022): He does such a good job creating from the 
outside in, evading checks and sliding passes through seams. And then 
he will also drive the net or try a wraparound. His puck skill can really 
flash too. His feet and hands often move in opposite directions to send 
mixed signals. He handles the puck deftly at the toe of his blade (which is 
evident in his pre-shot deception into his release). He uses delays and 
pull-ups to control tempo. The more I watch him, the more I like him. 

C/LW Luca Pinelli (2023): I was really impressed by Pinelli (the younger 
brother of Kings prospect Francesco Pinelli), who has been one of the 
league’s more productive 2005s this season. He’s got a great release 
and he’s dangerous on PP2. 

Here’s 67’s head coach Dave Cameron on Pinelli: “He’s got great hockey 
IQ and he’s got a good shot. He’s got to get that looping out of his game 
and play more straight lines but he’s working hard at that and making 
good progress. If you go through the history of hockey and you look at 
guys that are dominant as 19-year-olds, they progress steadily and I’m 
not saying he’s going to score 50 but he’s going to be a scorer in this 
league with his attitude and work ethic. And the thing I like about him too 
is he loves fitness, he loves the off-ice stuff. And that’s a big part of it. 
There’s lots of guys that go to the gym because they’re in the hockey 
profession but don’t really like it. And there are other guys who do nine 
reps when you do eight, and then they’re asking you to put 10 more 
pounds on the bar. That’s what I see in him.” 

Hamilton Bulldogs 

C/RW Ryan Winterton (Seattle Kraken): Winterton was one of the better 
players on the ice. His stride looks balanced and controlled. He’s 
comfortable into his first move with the puck. He backchecks hard and 
stays with opposing carriers. I continue to love his effort level without the 
puck. Big fan. 
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C Mason McTavish (Anaheim Ducks): I texted a source the following 
midway through the game: “Nobody wants anything to do with McTavish. 
When he’s got it, they don’t want to bump him. And when he’s chasing 
them, they all want to get rid of it. Presence.” 

This is what the source texted back: “Oh yeah, man amongst boys.” 

McTavish is a monster at the OHL level. The power in straight lines. The 
way he wins lanes. His separation power through his forward pushes. 
How consistently he’s now turning D. How menacing he is on the 
forecheck for force defenders into rushed decisions. The way he just 
stands over pucks and holds them. He thought about doing the Michigan 
at one point. He’s out there to do and take whatever he wants. The 
Bulldogs don’t have NHL prospects in numbers like most other Memorial 
Cup contenders do, but I wouldn’t want any piece of them — or him. 

C/W Jan Mysak (Montreal Canadiens): Mysak snapped out of a 10-game 
goalless drought with authority and was noticeable throughout, using his 
high grip to hang onto pucks, playing to the inside, and creating a 
number of dangerous chances (and a goal) with one-touch shots from 
the slot. 

LHD Jorian Donovan (2022): It’s funny. I thought Donovan played quite 
well in Ottawa. He got bumped around by some big hits (including one 
from Boucher) but he played a calm, poised, no-rush kind of game. Then 
he was the worst player on the ice in Kitchener and looked completely 
overwhelmed by the stage. He got danced a couple of times. He 
overskated and bobbled pucks. He was on the ice for all three goals 
against. It was a tough night. 

LHD Arber Xhekaj (Montreal Canadiens): It was a classic Xhekaj game. 
This kid is scary. Opposing players dread him (I wasn’t surprised when 
he showed up a few days later in the CHL’s survey of draft eligibles for 
the toughest player they’ve played against.) He knocked a bunch of guys 
to the seat of their pants. He took an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty. 
And then he also scored, dictated play when he was on the ice, and 
flashed his hard shot from the point a number of times. The name of his 
game is about imposing his will. I’m not convinced his game will translate 
up levels but if it does, he might become a mean third-pairing guy. 

Stories from Gatineau, Ottawa, Kitchener and Boston: 

Inside Ève Gascon’s history-making week with the Gatineau Olympiques 

For 2022 NHL Draft ‘offensive dynamo’ Matt Savoie, stardom has always 
been inevitable 

‘He’s full of life’: Meet Ethan Edwards, the Devils prospect with a bold 
personality and the game to match 

Sabres prospect Aaron Huglen nearly lost hockey. Now, through pain, he 
plays on 

Flyers prospect Bobby Brink stamps sensational year with inevitable 
national championship 
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ESPN / NHL insiders on the big week for the Stars, playoff races, players 
to watch 
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With less than three weeks left in the regular season, teams are 
jockeying for playoff spots, players are chasing milestones and the 
pressure is ratcheted up. 

We've gathered our panel of experts to break down all the big topics 
ahead of the upcoming week, including their take on the Dallas Stars, 
who are in a tight race for a playoff spot and have key matchups with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Minnesota Wild 

1. Who should the Florida Panthers be hoping to face in the first round? 

Victoria Matiash: If the Pittsburgh Penguins continue to struggle as they 
have since March 23, the Panthers should hope Crosby and Co. fall to 
the second wild card position. Before Sunday's win over Nashville, 
Pittsburgh had lost four straight and seven of its past nine games. Tristan 
Jarry -- pretty great most of the season -- has allowed 24 goals in his 
past seven contests. And Florida is 2-0-1 against the Pens this season, 
suffering their only loss in a November shootout. As it stands today, this 
series should be Panthers fans' most desired match-up. 

Arda Ocal: I don't know if the Panthers are hoping for it, but I would love 
nothing more than to see another battle of Florida with the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. Last year's series was an all-time classic, and I love the in-
state rivalry that is boiling over. Give me the Bolts and Cats. I also love 
the chaos that would come with one of those Stanley Cup-contending 
teams not making it past the first round, which can be said about a lot of 
teams in the East. When we spoke with Jon Cooper on The Drop a 
month or so ago, he talked about how great he thought this rivalry was 
and how entertaining the games are. Hockey fans would certainly agree. 

Kristen Shilton: From Florida's perspective, their most favorable matchup 
would probably be the Washington Capitals. The Panthers have had 
some well-documented struggles lately keeping pucks out of their net 
and the Capitals aren't as dangerous offensively compared to Toronto or 
Tampa. Washington netminders Vitek Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov 
wouldn't be as intimidating as, say, Andrei Vasilevskiy. In a pinch, the 
Panthers would have a better chance of out-scoring their mistakes (or 
mounting another ridiculous comeback) against the Capitals than most 
other potential opponents. 

Greg Wyshynski: Sizzling hot take, but I would want to play the team that 
hasn't gotten out of the first round since 2003, is facing incalculable 
pressure to succeed and whose local media plans a parade after every 
winning streak and calls for the team to be dismantled after every losing 
streak. I'm not saying playing the Toronto Maple Leafs is the most 
optimal matchup from a statistical standpoint -- the Capitals are, 
analytically, the weakest defensive team out of Florida's first-round 
possibilities. But the Leafs are also the opponent with the least proof of 
concept and the one most likely to engage in the kind of offensive 
showdown the Panthers crave, like that 7-6 win over the Leafs last week. 

2. Which potential wild-card team could win at least one round? 

Matiash: The Lightning are one point ahead of the Bruins in third in the 
Atlantic right now, but they would be my pick if they end up in a wild-card 
spot. After winning two straight Cups, they might end up too gassed to 
make it three in a row, but surviving a round or two? Sure. This team 
knows how to win in the postseason and, as 80's cartoon icon G.I. Joe 
continually reminded us, knowing is half the battle. 

Ocal: Definitely the defending champs, even though their position might 
change on any given day. Another run at the Cup and a three-peat is 
absolutely not out of the question. That just speaks to the number of 
quality of teams in the East. There will be some very disappointed teams 
bowing out after the first round (this was not a direct joke about the 
Leafs). 

Shilton: Should the Vegas Golden Knights somehow push their way into 
a wild-card spot, they'd have my vote. Think about what the team has 
already overcome -- injuries, illness, salary cap drama! If Vegas can 
persevere and get healthy, I'd bet they can win a round. In the East, 
either Tampa or the Boston Bruins could undoubtedly go from wild card 
to first-round winner. That's what teams with their pedigree are capable 
of. The nucleus of both clubs is fairly intact, and they just know how to 
get the job done in the playoffs. 
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Wyshynski: The Boston Bruins have won at least one playoff series in 
every full season that Bruce Cassidy has coached the team. If they end 
up in the wild card and draw the Carolina Hurricanes, they'll be facing a 
team that Boston has eliminated twice (2019, 2020) during those runs. 
The Bruins are the best 5-on-5 defensive team in the NHL this season 
per expected goals against. They have two of the top 15 players in 
playoff points per game over the last five postseasons in David Pastrnak 
(1.08) and Brad Marchand (1.03). If they're healthy, I wouldn't want to 
play them in the opening round. 

3. Will the Dallas Stars (on ESPN Tuesday and Thursday) make the cut 
in the West and if so can they make any noise in the playoffs? 

Matiash: Nope. But this view rides in tandem with my stubborn opinion 
that the Vegas Golden Knights will somehow manage to muscle their 
battered selves into the postseason. If Vegas manages to overcome their 
current mathematical disadvantage in the standings, as I choose to 
believe they will, Dallas is probably the team they beat out. Also, the 
Stars looked really lousy against the Devils over the weekend. 
Demoralizingly lousy. 

Ocal: The race for the final wild-card spot in the Western Conference 
continues to be tight. You could absolutely see it stretching until the very 
last day of the season on April 29. The Dallas Stars are in action that 
night, the Nashville Predators play the night before that and the Knights 
wrap up their season on April 27. The Stars have a two-point edge and 
one game in hand on Vegas, so the odds are in their favor. They have an 
up-and-down schedule in terms of toughness, including a possible playoff 
deciding matchup against the Golden Knights on April 26. 

Shilton: Oh, the Stars. What a wild ride they've been on this season. 
There are nights where Dallas looks like a true contender, followed by 
others where they seem totally out of sync. Do I think the Stars can make 
the playoffs? Yes. Nashville doesn't have much cushion above them and 
the Stars have an edge on the Knights for a wild-card spot. 

Now, if they do end up in the postseason, their chances hinge primarily 
on one question: Who's in net? If it's Jake Oettinger and/or Braden 
Holtby, I'm not ruling out Dallas' ability to win a round. If their goalie depth 
is challenged and the team is relying heavily on Scott Wedgewood, I'm 
not liking their chances quite so much. 

Wyshynski: That loss on Saturday, at home to a shorthanded New 
Jersey Devils team, was the kind of thing that shakes your faith in the 
Stars. As coach Rick Bowness said: "If we play like that, we're going 
home in three weeks. It's as simple as that." But I think they're going to 
be OK, because they have that game in-hand on the Knights and play 
seven of their last 10 game at home. But it's not the easiest schedule: 
nine games in 16 games, including a back-to-back in Edmonton and 
Calgary. They do have two days rest before that April 26 showdown with 
Vegas. But if the Golden Knights can get Mark Stone back in their lineup 
-- and it's mathematically possible! -- it could be the jolt they need to 
overcome Dallas. Heading into Saturday's action, the Knights had just a 
.460 points percentage since Stone went out on Feb. 9. 

4. What else are you most looking forward to in the week ahead? 

Matiash: Auston Matthews adding to his ever-growing goal total. With 
four games this week against the Sabres, Capitals, Senators and 
Islanders, Toronto's scoring machine should break through the 60-goal 
mark, before reaching 65 by season's end. None of it will matter much to 
Leafs fans if the team doesn't win a single playoff round (again), but right 
now, this performance is worth celebrating. And if he hits 68 or 69, we 
can all settle in for the Toronto outrage directed at the league's two game 
suspension for costing the star's shot at 70. Fun! 

Ocal: Seeing the debuts of some of college hockey players that join their 
NHL teams. There were 41 NHL draft picks in the Frozen Four this year, 
a tournament record. For context, last year there were 18. Michigan had 
seven first-round picks, which is also unprecedented. I'm looking forward 
to seeing some of these players, like Owen Power, Matthew Knies, Matty 
Beniers (signed with the Kraken), Kent Johnson, Bobby Brink and more, 
possibly get some looks with their NHL clubs. Also, where undrafted 

standouts like Hobey Baker Hat Trick finalists Ben Meyers of Minnesota 
and Dryden McKay of Minnesota State end up. 

Shilton: I've got my eyes peeled on the Western Conference playoff 
races. There is so little separating each team out there. Some key 
matchups -- like Thursday's game between the Minnesota Wild and 
Dallas Stars (8 p.m. ET, ESPN) or Saturday between the Wild and St. 
Louis Blues (3 p.m. ET, ABC) -- could become three-point affairs that 
swing the race one way or the other. We don't always get this level of 
excitement leading up to playoffs in terms of where clubs will land, so I'm 
looking forward to what sort of progress is made there over the next 
week. 

Wyshynski: Can the New York Rangers win the Metropolitan Division? 
They have a showdown with the Carolina Hurricanes at MSG on 
Tuesday night. The Rangers have played some great hockey since the 
trade deadline. In fact, they were the NHL's top team in expected goals 
against from March 21 through Saturday's games. Some of that was due 
to a friendly schedule, but New York's been trending up after spending 
most of the season in a team analytics abyss. The question is whether 
they actually want to win the Metro: Would the Rangers prefer to face 
Tampa Bay or Boston, or would they rather take on a Pittsburgh 
Penguins team that they've dominated this season? 
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ESPN / NHL playoff WATCH: Will the Stanley Cup return to Canada this 
year? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

9-12 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

Tonight is one of the lightest slates on the NHL regular-season calendar, 
with just one game on tap. The Winnipeg Jets -- who maintain a nonzero 
but insubstantial playoff chance -- are visiting the Montreal Canadiens, 
who were mathematically eliminated from the playoffs back on March 26. 
So while that contest will have some impact on our race for the draft 
lottery, let's instead ponder the chances the Stanley Cup will be won by a 
Canadian team, ending a drought that goes back to the Habs winning in 
1993. 

It appears highly likely that three Canadian teams will make the playoff 
field: The Toronto Maple Leafs have clinched a spot, while the Calgary 
Flames and Edmonton Oilers appear to have things well in hand out in 
the Pacific Division. One other good sign for Leafs and Flames fans is 
that both clubs have a strong record against fellow top teams this 
season, as Adam Gretz noted recently. (The Oilers, not so much.) 
According to the projections over at FiveThirtyEight, the Flames have an 
8% chance of winning the Cup (fourth best in the NHL), followed by the 
Leafs at 7% (fifth) and the Oilers at 3% (12th). 

Complicating matters for the Leafs is that they might face the Boston 
Bruins in the first round, a team that has given them fits in recent playoff 
series. But maybe they'll follow the path of the 2018 Washington 
Capitals, who finally beat the Pittsburgh Penguins in a playoff series en 
route to their first Stanley Cup. The Atlantic Division also features the 
dominant Florida Panthers (who they'd have to face in the second round), 
as well as the two-time defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning, who 
are also in the mix as a first-round opponent. Fun stuff! 

The path for the Flames and Oilers might well include a date with one 
another, but ultimately they'd have to get through the Colorado 
Avalanche, a team that looks poised for a big run this postseason after 
disappointing showings in recent playoffs. 
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Finally, we all know a playoff hockey team is going to go only as far as its 
goalie will take it, and one of these teams should feel better about that 
than the other two. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. 

Winnipeg Jets at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. (NHL Network) 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Washington Capitals 4, Boston Bruins 2 

Pittsburgh Penguins 3, Nashville Predators 2 (OT) 

Tampa Bay Lightning 5, Buffalo Sabres 0 

Minnesota Wild 6, Los Angeles Kings 3 

Carolina Hurricanes 5, Anaheim Ducks 2 

Dallas Stars 6, Chicago Blackhawks 4 

Winnipeg Jets 4, Ottawa Senators 3 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 
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Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. WPG (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. MTL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

x - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 110 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 10 
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Next game: vs. LA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 85% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ MTL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 58% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 84 
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Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 55% 

Tragic number: 16 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 9% 

Tragic number: 12 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 17 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 23 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 31 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 27 

15. Vancouver Canucks 
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Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 29 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

ESPN LOADED: 04.12.2022 

1241513 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Montembeault among several other Canadiens developing 
out of spotlight 

 

Eric Engels April 12, 2022, 12:05 AM 

 

MONTREAL — They were chanting his name. 

When Samuel Montembeault pushed across his crease and contorted 
himself in a way most humans can’t to get a pad on Nikolaj Ehlers’ one-
timed shot, it was his second acrobatic save of this particular sequence. 
He had made an eye-popping stop on Adam Lowry in the first period, and 
this beauty on Ehlers — which came just a few ticks after Evgeny 
Svechnikov forced him to come up with something otherworldly — kept 
the Canadiens within a goal of the Winnipeg Jets and brought the fans 
out of their seats. 

“MONTY! MONTY!” they yelled. 

It evolved into “MON-TEM-BEAULT! MON-TEM-BEAULT!” perfectly 
pronounced in French and belted out in harmony among 20,728 fans in 
attendance at the Bell Centre on Monday. 

We can’t say with any certainty how many of them purchased tickets 
thinking this would be the night they’d be serenading Carey Price, who 
would finally make his return to play 280 days after he last dressed for a 
game in this building. 

But they got the other guy. 

Not Jake Allen, who was hurt in Saturday’s game against Toronto, but 
Montembeault — the 25-year-old goaltender who came over through 
waivers at the beginning of the season and was considered to be nothing 
more than a seat filler until Price’s eventual return. 

“It was really special to hear my name at the Bell Centre,” he said after 
making 31 saves in a 4-2 loss to the Jets. 

What led to that is a prime example of what’s been gained over the back 
half of this losing season for the Canadiens. It was a prime example of 
what will continue to be gained over the final nine games to be played 
before the end of April. 

Because Montembeault was celebrated for the last of several sprawling 
saves he made on this night, and those sprawling saves were all due to 
the development he’s undergone since landing with the Canadiens. 
Development isn’t only for the youngest and most popular players. 

It's also for the other guys. 
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“Starting deeper in my net to have a shorter movement to go across and 
beat the passes compared to when I got here (and) I was going out of my 
crease a lot,” he said to explain what he’s been working on. “And when 
they were starting to do a lot of passes across, I would get late and start 
to run around. I think that’s something I improved and something they 
helped me get better at.” 

They are the coaches of the Canadiens, and it’s critical that they have 
been working just as hard on developing Montembeault — as well as 25-
year-old Jake Evans, 26-year-olds Corey Schueneman and Christian 
Dvorak, 27-year-old Josh Anderson, 28-year-old Joel Armia, and soon-
to-be-30-year-old Brendan Gallagher — as they have been on 
developing Nick Suzuki, Cole Caufield, Alex Romanov, Ryan Poehling, 
Jesse Ylonen, Justin Barron and Jordan Harris, who are all in their early 
20s. These players are all likely to be here next season, and all of them, 
no matter their age, have bought into the idea that they can evolve. 

This is how this team will progress, and how it will be competitive again 
sooner than later. 

“I think with the guys, if I’m here next year I don’t feel I’m starting from 
scratch,” said interim head coach Martin St. Louis, who will absolutely be 
here next year if he wants to be. “I think this is a good opportunity to 
implement the concepts, the culture I’m trying to bring collectively and 
individually.” 

What better time than now, with the results as inconsequential as they 
were when St. Louis took over from Dominique Ducharme 28 games 
ago? 

He’s helped Suzuki and Caufield produce at least a point per game since 
joining the team, and he’s taken the long approach with Anderson and 
Gallagher — a pair of established goal scorers who have always played 
the game in straight lines, at full speed, and with reckless abandon. 

“If you just go, go, go,” said St. Louis, “you’re going to miss 
opportunities.” 

Now he wants Anderson and Gallagher to pick their spots and think the 
game through a bit more, to apply their strengths when the situations call 
for it but to also adjust to how the game has changed so they may benefit 
from space that’s less defended on the ice. 

“It’s just more strategic,” said Gallagher when he was asked about the 
changes he’s witnessed since debuting with the Canadiens in 2013. “A 
lot of teams play in the neutral zone where they shift over and they try to 
clog and they try to get you on one side of the ice. Before it wasn’t so 
much like that. Before you really had to slash through the middle to 
create open ice. 

“Now you see five guys on that side of the ice, you have to get the puck 
to the open ice, which is on the far side. It’s more of a strategic change… 
There’s little things in d-zone — a lot of teams swarm; five guys on the 
same side of the ice, where the open ice is out there behind. If you’re 
trying to create offence, you’re always just trying to find the open ice and 
trying to create pockets…” 

Both Gallagher and Anderson are spending a lot of time in the video 
room analyzing that stuff and then trying to apply adjustments to in-game 
situations. 

Neither of them are lighting up the score sheet — even if Anderson 
scored Montreal’s second goal against the Jets and Gallagher probably 
would’ve had their first had Armia’s stick not beat his to the rebound 
Dvorak created — but the coach is allowing them to take a small step 
back in the hopes they can take bigger ones forward. 

It’s what St. Louis is doing with all his players. 

“I think it’s important,” he said. “If you’re going to play in this league for a 
long time, you’ve got to keep evolving as a player. You still need to play 
to your strength, but there’s parts of your game that every player has 
holes in their games and you’ve gotta try as a coach, as an organization, 
to help those players work on the holes that they have. The more they do 
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that, the more they’ll evolve, the more productive they’ll be, and they 
probably will have a better, longer career because of it.” 

Players who submit to that process will have nights like Montembeault 
did on Monday, nights where they enjoy how the hard work turned into 
the fans chanting their names. 

It took him time to get there, and it’ll take time for some other players on 
this team to reach their next level. 

“Once it becomes clear through repetition, through video, through 
conversation, they’re in a better place,” said St. Louis. 

That’s the process the Canadiens are invested in from here to the end of 
the season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Notebook: Campbell ‘below 100 per cent’; 
Why Marner is hitting 

 

Luke Fox April 11, 2022, 4:55 PM 

 

TORONTO -- News that Number 1 goaltender Jack Campbell is “a little 
bit below 100 per cent,” per coach Sheldon Keefe, should go over 
swimmingly with the notoriously even-keeled local fanbase. 

Campbell left team practice early Monday, as planned, to reduce wear 
and tear on an undisclosed ailment — something separate from his 
newly healed rib injury. (He also played more than the club originally 
desired on the Leafs’ recent road trip, having been called into emergency 
action in Florida when Erik Källgren was stunned by a high puck.) 

In effort to maximize his rest, Campbell will take a seat Tuesday against 
Buffalo. 

The decision was made easier due to Källgren’s sparkling performance in 
Saturday’s 3-2 victory over the Montreal Canadiens. 
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The Swede’s .923 save percentage Saturday night marked his best since 
defeating the Carolina Hurricanes by the same margin on St. Patrick’s 
Day. 

With a scant 10 games remaining on the calendar, a playoff spot in the 
pocket, and goaltending depth a serious source of concern, Campbell’s 
health is paramount. 

Marner throws bodychecks now 

The video-game numbers Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews are piling 
up in their goals and assists columns are reaping all the attention, and 
rightly so. 

But it is interesting to note that both Marner (67) and Matthews (58) have 
quietly set new career highs in hits. For real. 

“Obviously, I'm not the biggest-looking guy. I’m not trying to blow anyone 
up or anything like that. Just trying to work my body into hands and trying 
to separate the puck from the guy — and it's been working,” Marner 
explains. 

“We're using our body a little more, trying to get in there and trying to get 
the puck out of sticky situations and into our hands.” 

We’re not talking Scott Stevens here. 

Don’t expect to see either star to light up an opponent in open ice. 
Instead, there has been a spoken emphasis in the Leafs’ room toward 
making contact in the enemy zone, cutting opponents off, and preventing 
easy exits. 

“We've been preaching that since Day One of training camp. I think our 
players are recognizing the time of the year and just how important it is to 
bring that,” says Keefe, who has challenged all Leafs to ramp up their 
physicality over the season’s final 20 games. 

“There's certainly been more attention to detail on it, and the players 
have really bought into that, and they've seen the benefits of it. Not only 
defensively, because we kill plays a lot quicker, but the puck comes back 
to us a lot quicker too.” 

Keefe likes how his top talent has set a tone in this regard but 
understands “there's another level to go to, for sure” when it comes to 
imposing their physical will instead of waiting for the enemy to initiate. 

“I've seen an uptick, for sure, in that area — and it's been great to see,” 
Keefe says. “In the last couple of games in particular, someone like Mitch 
has really taken the lead in that for us, and showing the way and setting 
the standard. Certainly if a guy like him, who’s playing as much as he is 
and does so much for our team, can commit like that, than every single 
one of our guys can follow suit.” 

Toronto nearly locked in at the 2 seed 

We'll always crack a window for the unexpected, but all signs point to the 
Maple Leafs finishing as runner-up to the Florida Panthers for the Atlantic 
Division crown and securing home ice for the first round of the playoffs. 

According to SportsClubStats.com, Toronto is a 77 per cent lock for the 
division’s second seed, which would give the Leafs a Scotiabank Arena 
edge against either the Boston Bruins or Tampa Bay Lightning. Each has 
44 per cent odds of finishing in the 3-hole. 

“Anytime you get the benefit of being at home,” captain John Tavares 
says, “I think you want to earn that.” 

The Leafs’ chances of passing the Panthers has dwindled to just two per 
cent; their odds of falling all the way to the wildcard (five per cent) are 
stronger. 

With dates against lottery-bound Buffalo and Ottawa this week, there is 
just a 16 per cent chance of Toronto dropping to the 3 seed and losing 
home ice in Round 1. 

Knies Watch getting nervous 

As the Buffalo Sabres’ most prized prospect, stud defenceman Owen 
Power, is set to make his NHL debut Tuesday at SBA, curiosity naturally 
encircles the Maple Leafs’ own top NCAA prospect. 

Matthew Knies’ University of Minnesota Gophers were eliminated from 
the Frozen Four on the same day as Powers’ University of Michigan. And 
yet… crickets. 

Hour 4: Should Matthew Knies Go the NHL? 

Knies, 19, is reportedly set to meet with Maple Leafs brass early this 
week to discuss his future. 

Tough call for the Arizona native. 

Join Auston Matthews & Co., turn pro, and a play a support role in a hotly 
anticipated Stanley Cup playoff run. Or stay in school and try to tie up 
some unfinished business in 2022-23 with a contending Gophers squad. 

According to insider Elliotte Friedman, it’s “more likely than not” that 
Knies waits another year to make the jump. But the Maple Leafs prefer to 
bring him into the fold now. 
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So, let’s see… 

How will Sharks approach search for new general manager? 

One-Timers: Matthews (maintenance) and Wayne Simmonds (illness) 
missed practice Monday…. Jake Muzzin is less than 100 per cent with an 
ailment that has nothing to do with his recent concussion. He practised in 
full but will sit out Tuesday’s game. Timothy Liljegren pops back in…. 
Rasmus Sandin (knee) is progressing well and remains skating regularly 
away from the main group at Ford Performance Centre. If the 
defenceman returns prior to playoffs, it will not be until the final week of 
the regular season…. Ondrej Kase (concussion) was not seen skating. 
Does he play again? There's reason to worry.... Carter Hutton has been 
working out in Toronto, trying to get back to healthy playing form. “If he 
gets to that point, I think it'd be more of a Marlies situation, just to add 
additional depth to the organization,” Keefe said. “Obviously, we've got a 
number of injuries in goal this season at both levels.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' season difficult to judge after patching holes for 
key young players 

 

Wayne ScanlanApril 11, 2022, 11:49 AM 

 

What do we make of the Ottawa Senators, 72 games deep into an 82-
game season? 

Well, that depends.  

Depends on how many key players are missing.  

Depends on the level of opposition.  

Depends – did Ottawa get brilliant goaltending to steal a win? 

Depends on how many goals Josh Norris can score.  

The first ten days of April were pretty telling on the Senators entire 
season. They steamrolled a fellow rebuilding team in the Detroit Red 
Wings with a pair of 5-2 wins, then carried that momentum into Montreal 
for a wild 6-3 win at the Bell Centre.  

But Tim Stützle got injured that game (even if the Habs and their fans 
doubted it), and another elite forward, Drake Batherson, got sick (non-
Covid). And the Sens went on to lose a tough one at home to Nashville, 
3-2, before getting absolutely schooled in New York by the Rangers, 5-1 
on Saturday night.  

Unexpectedly, they bounced back strong on Sunday, with Stützle back in 
the lineup (but not Batherson). And they probably deserved a better fate 
than the 4-3 loss to the Winnipeg Jets. Jets goaltender Connor Hellebuck 
was outstanding. 

“Our PK lets us down,” said head coach D.J. Smith, referring to the two 
Winnipeg power play goals, by Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle Connor.  

And yet, the Sens scored two power play goals themselves, both by 
Brady Tkachuk and their best players dazzled – especially Tkachuk – 
with eight shots on goal – and Stützle, who had seven shots and was 
buzzing; plus Norris, who scored his 32nd goal of the season.  

Tkachuk now has 26, meaning the Sens could have two 30-goal men this 
season despite a 26-40-6 record for 58 points and second-last place in 
the Atlantic Division.  

Senators' Tkachuk bats puck out of mid-air to beat Hellebuyck 

To sum up the month so far, six games, three wins to start, then three 
losses and the usual question: How good will this team be when they 
have all their players in the lineup? 

We almost forget that ace defenceman Thomas Chabot has been 
missing for nearly a month and won’t be back this season. Batherson 
hasn’t been the same since suffering a high ankle sprain on a reckless hit 
from Buffalo Sabres goaltender Aaron Dell before the All-Star break. 

Or, that newly signed defenceman Jake Sanderson has yet to play a 
game while he recovers from hand surgery. Centre Shane Pinto has also 
been out of the lineup since early in the season.  

Smith noted that teams will have to contend with a matchup issue when 
Batherson returns, and can join Stützle to form a legitimate second line 
behind Norris-Tkachuk-Mathieu Joseph.  

As someone noted on social media, the Senators will get instantly better 
when they perform addition by subtraction with this roster. Several 
players in Sunday’s lineup, from Victor Mete to Chris Tierney, Dylan 
Gambrell and Adam Gaudette will eventually get bumped by the talented 
young players waiting in the wings.  

Rookie goaltender Mads Sogaard made some big saves against 
Winnipeg, but also looked at times like a guy playing in his second NHL 
game. He needs more experience, and there will be some thought to 
returning him to Belleville, with the B-Sens fighting for a playoff spot.  

Stützle takes high road on low hit 

Following Sunday’s loss to the Jets, Stützle spoke for the first time since 
the controversial hit he received from Nick Suzuki in Montreal last 
Tuesday. To avoid injury, Stützle spun off the knee on knee, ended up in 
the corner, hobbled off the ice and then, to the ire of fans in Montreal and 
players on the Habs bench, proceeded to join Ottawa’s power play unit.  

In the heat of the moment, Stützle was able to finish that game, but his 
knee tightened up, causing him to miss the next two games before 
returning to action Sunday.  

Post-game in Montreal, Brendan Gallagher went after Stützle verbally, 
after going after Stützle physically late in the game.  

“Stützle is a great player,” Gallagher said. “I've played against him for 
two, three years now. More than half the games we've played against 
him, he's laid on the ice and he's right back out there next shift. He lays 
on the ice.” 

Stützle says that Suzuki apologized to him for the hit, and Stützle wasn’t 
going to toss any fuel on the fire started by Gallagher.  

“He (Suzuki) talked to me on the draw, he said, ‘I’m sorry. That’s my 
bad,’” Stützle said of the hit by Suzuki. “He hit my knee pretty good and. 
It kind of went bad on me, and that’s why I looked down. I tried to stand 
up and move it out, and the whole bench was yelling at me – ‘you’ll be 
fine’ and stuff. So that gave me another push and I showed them I’m 
going to be fine and played the power play. That’s all I’ve got to say 
about the situation.”  

Asked to respond to Gallagher’s comment, Stützle said: “I respect him as 
a player, everyone has his own opinion. They can say what they want. I 
have my own opinion too. In the end, like I said, I respect him as a 
player, he’s a veteran player, but that’s all I want to say about him.” 

A couple of things here. First, Gallagher’s comments are pretty rich 
considering his own history with embellishment. The video evidence is 
out there. Secondly, Stützle did not exaggerate anything on that knee-on-
knee, and if he hadn’t spun with the hit, could have been seriously hurt.  

Stützle does have a history of drawing penalties, which isn’t a bad thing, 
and does fall a lot, something that is going to change when he gets 
physically stronger. He is just 20 years old.  

Another point to make here is that the kid has a feisty element to his 
game, likes to mix it up and seems to play better when he brings that 
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edge. So, look for him to be even more physically involved with another 
summer of growth and development.  

Tkachuk was exuberant in his praise of his young teammate Sunday.  

“Timmy was flying – making players,” Tkachuk said. “He makes smooth 
little plays that the average person doesn’t make.” 

Tkachuk relishes ‘chaos’ 

Senators captain Brady Tkachuk is so big and strong, he can take over a 
game at times. It was evident he was trying to will the Sens to victory on 
Sunday, pumping eight shots at Connor Hellebuyck and scoring twice. 
Tkachuk credited his teammates for getting pucks to the crease, where 
No. 7 does his best work.  

“I feel like I am at my best when I’m around the net, causing chaos,” 
Tkachuk said. “Just be hungry.” 
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TSN.CA / Marner setting the standard for Leafs with increased physical  

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs. The 
Leafs and Buffalo Sabres practised at the Ford Performance Centre on 
Monday ahead of Tuesday’s game at Scotiabank Arena. 

In preparation for the playoffs, the Leafs are looking to increase their 
physicality and a surprising player has stepped up to lead the way. Over 
the last nine games, since March 26, Mitch Marner leads the team in hits.  

"In the last couple of games, in particular, someone like Mitch has really 
taken the lead in that for us, shown the way, and set the standard," said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "If a guy like him who is playing as much as he is 
and does so much for our team can commit like that, every single one of 
our guys can follow suit." 

During his first five National Hockey League seasons, Marner recorded 
1.31 hits per 60 minutes. Last season, he was at 1.11. This season, he's 
up to 3.05.  

"I'm trying to be more competitive on pucks," Marner said. "That's 
something our line's done good is just forechecking and being physical 
on the puck. We're using our body a little more in trying to get in there 
and get the puck out of sticky situations and into our hands and into the 
middle and working from there." 

Standing 6-foot, 172 pounds, Marner feels like he can catch opponents 
off guard at times.  

"Obviously, I'm not the biggest-looking guy," he said. "I'm not trying to 
blow anyone up or anything like that. Just trying to work my body into 
hands and trying to separate the puck from the guy — and it's been 
working." 

The Leafs rank 25th overall in hits per 60 minutes this season, but since 
March 26 Toronto is seventh overall.  

"Our team has a lot of skill on it, but some nights we get away from ... 
cutting people off and [preventing] easy exits," Marner said. "It's 
something we talk about a lot is trying to make it harder on teams to get 
out and try and work our body into the hands a little more. We've done a 
lot better job of it recently." 

On Saturday, Auston Matthews was serenaded with chants of "M-V-P! M-
V-P!" following a big hit on Montreal's Jeff Petry. 

Mitch Marner's recent physical play has been noticed by his team and, 
according to Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe, Marner has been 
leading by example at a time of the season where the intensity naturally 
elevates. Marner admits he's 'not trying to blow anybody up', he's just 
trying to win pucks. 

Marner draws inspiration from linemate Michael Bunting, also 6-foot, who 
consistently makes a beeline for the toughest areas of the ice.  

"I don't know if this is a swear word," Marner said with a small smile, "but 
he's taking an ass beating in front there, really. He's just getting 
destroyed in front and he loves doing it." 

Is Marner impressed by the 26-year-old's tolerance for pain?  

"I mean, he's from Scarborough," Marner said. "Anyone who knows 
Scarborough, they're not afraid to get dirty ... He knows he's going to get 
rewarded eventually. He just keeps doing it."  

And that's why Bunting's 16-game goal drought isn't a big concern.  

"He's doing a great job being around the net and making guys have to 
commit to him and focus on him," Marner said. "Throughout the neutral 
zone he's made a lot of great little plays there to me or Matts with speed 
coming into the zone and we're creating stuff off that."  

Despite getting top-line minutes, Bunting hasn't scored since a game in 
Columbus on March 7.  

"Auston is scoring all the goals and taking all the goals from the line," 
Keefe said with a chuckle. "Those guys are working so well together and 
that is just the way it is working right now. I still see Bunts making tons of 
great contributions." 

The latest came on Saturday when he set up Matthews' second goal of 
the night with a nifty neutral-zone pass.  

"Bunts stretches the neutral zone out, gets a puck back, bumps it back to 
Auston with a ton of speed and he is hard to handle when that is the 
case," said Keefe. "It is a very subtle play there." 

Bunting has 12 assists during this 16-game dry spell.  

"Another one that stands out to me is Morgan Rielly's goal in Dallas," 
Keefe continued. "Bunts made a play just inside the blue line. He might 
have actually been outside of the blue line at the time, but he made a 
lateral play across the ice into space for Mitch to skate onto ... he gets a 
second assist on that play but, to me, he makes the whole play because 
of his placement of the puck and his awareness to do that. Obviously, the 
things he does physically in terms of going to the net, competing, drawing 
penalties, and all of these things bring great value to our team even when 
he is not scoring." 

Bunting drew yet another penalty on Saturday. His chirped Chris 
Wideman after the second Matthews goal, which led the Canadiens 
defencemen to take an extra minor and a 10-minute misconduct.  

"It's just funny," Marner said. "I mean, I had a pretty good visual of that 
one. I could see it coming from a mile away and got in there pretty quick. 
He's very good at what he does." 

What happened? 

"We'll leave that between me and him," Bunting said. "That's hockey and 
that's fun. It's all good."  

Bunting is third in the NHL in penalties drawn behind just Edmonton's 
Connor McDavid and Winnipeg's Pierre-Luc Dubois.  

"He is certainly able to stick his nose into everything," said Keefe. "At 
times, you wonder if he is going to be able to get up, but he bounces 
back and doesn't miss a shift."  

Despite the praise from teammates and his coach, Bunting admits the 
goal drought is weighing on him. His longest previous stretch between 
goals this season was nine games from Dec. 7 and Jan. 12.  
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"Anyone that says they're not thinking about it is lying," Bunting said. 
"Yeah, obviously, I want to contribute offensively in that way too. I want to 
score goals. I am getting assists and stuff like that, but goals are fun too. 
But it is what it is. I'm happy that we're winning and that's all that matters 
now. Points don't really matter right now. We're going to the playoffs. We 
got 10 games to go so hopefully I can get one here and roll that into 
playoffs and never look back." 

"I do believe the goals will come for him," Keefe said. "He filled the net in 
practice today. That is a good sign."  

'He's taking an ass-beating in front': Marner credits Bunting's contribution 
to line 

Michael Bunting hasn't scored a goal since March 7 but his contribution 
in other areas of the game hasn't dipped. Mitch Marner has noticed and 
appreciates the beating Bunting has been taking in front of the net, and 
what he has contributed to the top line. 

On Matthews' second goal on Saturday, Marner needed to pull the 
emergency brake to stay on side at the offensive blue line.  

"It's tough," he said of the move. "I got to thank my [personal] coach Dan 
Noble for that one. That's a lot of groin stuff [we do] in the summertime. I 
try and take care of myself the best I can and keep my body loose. [I'm] 
kind of loosey goosey out there I guess. I always joke around with [Alex 
Kerfoot], the best groins in the league. (Smiles) But knock on wood." 

Jack Campbell did a session with goalie coach Steve Briere ahead of 
Monday's main workout, but only stayed out for the first drill of practice. 

Erik Kallgren, who stopped 24 of 26 shots in Saturday's win, will start 
again on Tuesday.  

"He's coming off a really good start and then also, in combination with 
that, Jack is a little bit below 100 per cent at this point," Keefe said. 
"Nothing to do with his previous injury but at this time of year, with 
everything that's going on and with the fact Kallgren played the way he 
did, just a little bit below 100 per cent is enough for us to give him an 
additional couple of days here. We'll get him ready for Thursday." 

Campbell returned from a rib injury last week playing four games in a six-
day stretch. His save percentage was .891 in those appearances.  

Kallgren, meanwhile, responded well after allowing a long Radko Gudas 
shot to get by him and then exiting Tuesday's game in Florida after taking 
a shot off his jaw.  

"I felt better," the 25-year-old rookie said on Saturday. "I haven't really 
been satisfied with my game the last couple games so it was nice to get 
this win and the feeling I had." 

Keefe described Saturday as Kallgren's best game in the NHL so far.  

"I've played nine games now so I'm starting to get more and more 
comfortable," Kallgren said, "but, still, it's a tough league to play in. It's a 
lot of skilled players so you got to be on your toes every second of the 
game. I'm still trying to enjoy every day and get better."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Kallgren starts Tuesday; Campbell not 100% 

Jack Campbell had a scheduled early leave at practice with head coach 
Sheldon Keefe wanting to give his goaltender some additional rest, which 
means Erik Kallgren get the start Tuesday against the Sabres. Keefe 
also provided an update on Jake Muzzin. Maple Leafs reporter Mark 
Masters has more. 

Jake Muzzin participated in practice, but will not play on Tuesday.  

"He is dealing with something right now," Keefe revealed. "It is not 
related to the injury he just returned from [concussion]. He is less than 
100 per cent here and needs a couple of days of treatment for that to 
settle down a little bit. He is not going to play tomorrow. We are hopeful 
or expecting that he will be available after that." 

With Muzzin out, Justin Holl will reunite with T.J. Brodie and Timothy 
Liljegren will get another shot alongside Rielly. Those two haven't played 
together since the Heritage Classic against Buffalo on March 13 when 
Liljegren was demoted after a sloppy start.   

Mark Giordano will link up with Ilya Lyubushkin for the first time.  

"I played against Boosh a lot when he was in Phoenix," Giordano, a 
former Calgary Flame and Seattle Kraken, said. "Not everyone knows 
that he's a really good playmaker. He makes little plays in his own zone 
to break out the puck. He's a really big, physical presence on our back 
end, but he also has the ability to move pucks really well." 

The Leafs have been experimenting with different pairs since the arrival 
of Giordano to try and determine the ideal alignment for the playoffs.  

"We don't have a lot of time," Keefe stressed. "We do need to try some 
different things and get some different looks in to be confident that when 
the regular season runs out that we will be ready to go. I don't know that 
we will ever necessarily settle in the final games, but I will be confident 
that what we start with in Game 1 of the playoffs will be something that 
we are comfortable with and that we have given ample time to play itself 
out." 

Rasmus Sandin has started skating again as he works his way back from 
a knee injury sustained on March 19 in Nashville.  

"There is no real timeline on him yet," Keefe said. "He has been skating 
regularly and seems to be progressing well. From what I am told, he still 
seems to be a ways away. I don't know if he is going to be available 
before the regular season ends or not. If anything, I suspect it wouldn't be 
until that final week. He is continuing to put the work in to do everything 
he can to be available." 

Ondrej Kase, who got hurt in the same game as Sandin, has officially 
been diagnosed with a concussion.  

"They are taking their time with him," Keefe said. "He is not close to 
returning." 

Concussions limited the 26-year-old winger to just three games last 
season.  

After taking part in his first full practice with the Sabres, 6-foot-6 
defenceman Owen Power was pushed into the middle of the faceoff 
circle. Teammates hooted and hollered and slammed their sticks on the 
ice for a good 30 seconds while the 2021 first overall pick led the stretch.  

"Nobody's the saviour," said Buffalo bench boss Don Granato. "This 
group is going to do it together and they're building together. You can see 
the camaraderie and the passion that they have for each other and to put 
that jersey on. It's fun to be a part of as a coach. You saw the stick 
banging when Owen went in there and you can see a group of 20-some 
guys immersed in themselves and nothing else in the moment. That's fun 
to watch as a coach. And when you add talent, and we feel we have a lot 
of talent although it's young at this point, there's always that energy and 
excitement for us as coaches knowing that each day they're getting 
better." 

Power, a native of nearby Mississauga, Ont., felt very much at home. 

"I grew up in this building," he said. "It's pretty cool being here in Toronto 
for my first stretch." 

The 19-year-old wasn't sure exactly how many friends and family would 
be in the house on Tuesday night only that it would be a lot.  

"It's extremely special," Power said. "Anyone's NHL debut is a really 
special moment, but to be able to have it in my hometown with all my 
family here I think just makes it that much better ... It's a huge market. 
Hockey's everything in Toronto."  

Power will partner with former Chicago Blackhawk Henri Jokiharju. He 
feels familiar with the Finn's game because he watched a lot of 
Blackhawks hockey when he was in the USHL playing for the Chicago 
Steel from 2018 to 2020.  
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Granato has been careful not to overload Power with too much 
information. The coach points out that 85 per cent of systematic stuff is 
the same regardless of the team.  

Power, who played at the University of Michigan the last two seasons, 
has suited up in the NCAA's Frozen Four, senior men's World 
Championship, World Junior Championship and Olympics before getting 
to the NHL.  

"If you think about how many teams he's been on and the pressure he's 
had on him and the hype he's had on him the last two years, it just rolls 
off him," Granato said. "He handles it pretty well, especially when he puts 
his hockey gear on. Off the ice, standing here, could be different, but 
when these guys get in the locker room and put their gear on it, they're in 
their element." 

Power is welcoming the opportunity to test himself immediately against 
guys like Matthews and Marner.  

"It's going to be pretty cool," he said. "I'm excited to see how they are and 
try and go out there and play my game." 

'I grew up in this building': Power looking forward to special NHL debut in 
Toronto 

The 2021 first overall draft pick, Owen Power, is expected to make his 
NHL debut against the Maple Leafs on Tuesday. The Mississauga, 
Ontario native is pumped for the moment inside a building he is very 
familiar with. Sabres head coach Don Granato expects Power to handle 
any pressure that comes his way. 

Matthews missed Monday's practice. Keefe termed it a maintenance day.  

Wayne Simmonds missed practice due to an illness.  

Leafs lines at Monday's practice: 

Bunting - Clifford - Marner 

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kerfoot 

Nylander - Kampf - Engvall 

Abruzzese - Blackwell - Spezza 

Rielly - Liljegren 

Brodie - Holl 

Giordano - Lyubushkin 

Muzzin 

Kallgren  

Campbell (one drill) 

Leafs power-play units at Monday's practice:  

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Marner, Mikheyev  

Middle: Tavares 

Low in the zone: Nylander  

QB: Giordano  

Flanks: Brodie/Liljegren, Spezza  

Middle: Bunting 

Net front: Abruzzese 
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TSN.CA / Tanev talks Flames culture change, pursuing a finance degree 

 

Salim Valji 

9-11 minutes 

 

Throughout this tenure with the Calgary Flames, players, coaches, and 
management have lauded Chris Tanev for his selflessness, stability, and 
impact on younger players. The undrafted blueliner signed a four-year 
contract with the Flames in 2020 after starting his career with the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

While his impact on the ice and in the dressing room has been 
immeasurable, Tanev is still a bit of an unknown to hockey fans. He 
doesn’t say much during press conferences and often defers to the 
teammate answering questions next to him. Tanev doesn’t have a public 
Twitter account and has posted just twice on Instagram in the past year 
and a half. 

Despite his low profile, Tanev spent a few minutes with TSN after 
Monday’s practice to talk about the team’s culture shift under head coach 
Darryl Sutter, his guidance for young defencemen, and how he almost 
named his pug after a Seinfeld character. 

TSN: You’re nearly done the season. How has this team evolved since 
game one? 

Tanev: “It’s been a long road since we started in October. We’ve evolved 
a lot. We’ve been through a lot of ups and downs, the COVID outbreak in 
December where we barely played and had to make up those games in 
the last two months. That’s obviously been a challenge. We’ve learned a 
lot. Darryl keeps us on our toes and makes sure we’re ready every day 
and makes sure we’re ready to accomplish what we need to do that day 
to be successful.”  

TSN: A lot of players have mentioned the early season road trip through 
New York and playing teams in the East [Calgary went 5-0-0] as 
important in defining your process and learning how to win. Do you see 
that road trip the same way? 

Tanev: “Well, we didn’t start how we wanted to. Obviously we lost in 
Edmonton and here in overtime I believe to Anaheim. Then we went on 
that road trip and were able to sweep it against some really good teams. 
It kick-started us into the position we are now. With 10 games left, we’ve 
got to be able to handle our business now to clinch a playoff spot and 
move forward.” 

TSN: You won an OPJHL [Ontario Provincial Junior Hockey League] title 
in 2009 and had a run with RIT [Rochester Institute of Technology in the 
NCAA] in 2010. How important was it for you at an early age to be in 
championship games and learn how to win? 

Tanev: “I think most guys at some point in their life have won, whether in 
minor hockey or junior or college. Obviously, college we came close but 
didn’t have the outcome we wanted. Those are moments you look back 
on. When you win, you always remember those times and good things. 
Those are the people you’re usually closest with throughout life. I don’t 
know what they say, champions last forever? I’m sure guys that have 
won the [Stanley] Cup are tightest with those players.” 

TSN: You’ve played with a few young blueliners, including Quinn 
Hughes, Oliver Kylington, and, currently, Connor Mackey. What’s your 
advice to them and how do you guide these young players you’re paired 
with? 

Tanev: “I just try and have a good relationship with them off the ice, 
firstly. You need to be able to talk and communicate. They’re all 
incredibly skilled players and smart players, so as long as they’re 
comfortable on the ice, that’s when you play well. I just try and do what I 
can to make it as easy as I can for them and they do the same for me. 
It’s part of a good partnership, to be able to work together and make it 
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easier for each other. If I make mistakes, hopefully my partner is able to 
have my back and vice versa. Those are the little things that go into it.” 

TSN: Is there an off-ice element to it? Would you spend time off the ice 
going through shifts together? 

Tanev: “Every guy is different, right? Sometimes you may be incredibly 
close off the ice, sometimes you’re really close at the rink. Maybe 
someone has kids. There’s obviously different elements that go into that. 
You do go over tendencies and shifts and, ‘How can I be better here? 
What can I do better to help you in this situation?’ to make it easier for 
my partner and for me.” 

TSN: Who was your Chris Tanev in your journey through the National 
Hockey League? 

Tanev: “My first partner was Keith Ballard. He was awesome. Coming up 
right out of college, playing a bit in the minors and getting thrown into the 
fire and playing in big games in the playoffs in my first year, Bally was 
incredible. He did everything for me, on and off the ice, for me to adapt 
and make the game easy for me. It could be the biggest mistake I’d 
made that game and he’d come back to the bench and say, ‘Hey, my bad 
kid. I’m going to be better for you,’ even though it was clearly my fault. 
That’s something I’ve tried to take with me. You learn a lot from the older 
guys when you’re younger. You try to take care of the younger guys as 
you get partnered with them.”  

TSN: For you, do you set personal goals before every season? 

Tanev: “Nothing exact, but you have stuff where you want to be better 
than last year and improve on what you can. If you’re not getting better, 
someone else is getting better. Every year I try to get better, and the 
older you get, the more in shape you have to be and smarter you have to 
be. I just go into every off-season with the mindset that I need to get my 
game better and be able to execute better.” 

TSN: Shifting to off the ice, last year you said you’d been working on your 
finance degree. What’s that been like? 

Tanev: “Yeah, I went to RIT for a year and obviously didn’t finish school. 
Then COVID hit and I found myself quite bored at home. My wife was 
like, ‘Why don’t you go back to school?’ The [NHLPA] has a good 
partnership where I was able to transfer some credits I had at RIT and 
basically start going one class at a time. I haven’t stopped since I started. 
I’m doing well.” 

TSN: Is there crossover between playing in the National Hockey League 
and working on a finance degree? 

Tanev: “I find it takes my mind away from hockey sometimes. You can go 
through tough stretches where you’re not playing the way you want or the 
team is not as good as you think they should be, and it’s good to be able 
to get away for an hour or two a day and focus on something else and 
also keeping my brain active. Not going to school for 10 years, I realized 
how dumb I had become [laughs], so you lose the book smarts quite 
quickly when you’re not sitting down with them. So it’s been good to keep 
my mind sharp and refresh myself on some things I’d forgotten about.” 

TSN: What else do you do away from the rink? Are you a guy that 
watches every single out-of-market game? How do you spend time away 
from the rink? 

Tanev: “I love to cook, so it’s been good with COVID and not being able 
to go out the last bit. Being home for the past two years, it’s a lot of cook 
books, a lot of recipes.” 

TSN: What’s your specialty? 

Tanev: “I’ve gotten pretty good at making a nice steak with the cast-iron 
pan and all the works. We try and go through different stuff and go 
through different Asian cuisines and South American stuff. Other than 
that, I like to golf a lot in the summer and hang out with the guys. I have a 
really tight group of friends that grew up together since we were five, six 
years old and have stayed close. And I’ve got two little pugs at home. 
One’s 10 and one’s one [year old]. They keep us extremely busy.” 

TSN: Yeah, Stanley and Riley. Any particular reason for naming Stanley, 
Stanley? 

Tanev: [Laughs] “I don’t know. We just like to name them people names. 
Riley got rehomed to us when he was a few years old and he had his 
name already. Stan was something we decided on. We were going back 
and forth on Stanley and Cosmo – big Seinfeld fans.” 

TSN: I feel like it would be tough to have a dog with Kramer’s tendencies. 

Tanev: “He’s pretty close. He’s a little wild pup, but he’s started to learn 
how to behave.” 

TSN: Finally, Darryl came in 14 months ago. What’s the biggest shift 
you’ve seen out of this group since he took over? 

Tanev: “Mindset, culture. I think coming to work every day and expecting 
to win, preparing to win, practising to win. I think he’s changed that all 
dramatically. Every day is a new day. Regardless of what happened 
yesterday, you move forward and expect to win the next day. When 
you’re at practice, you’re expected to make tape-to-tape passes, work 
hard, skate, and then prepare for the next game. It just becomes a big 
cycle where you play, reset, and expect to win and try to get better every 
day at what you can improve on what the team can improve on. That’s 
going to be a big thing for us down the stretch. We need to clean up 
some things and get our game to where it needs to be.” 

Favourite… 

Road city? Chicago, if the weather is good 

TV show? Seinfeld 

Music group or band? [Red Hot] Chili Peppers 

Moment that stands out in your career? Probably when we beat San 
Jose, game five of the conference final to be able to go to the Stanley 
Cup Final. 

Funniest guy on the team? Z [Nikita Zadorov] 

Best style? Backs [Mikael Backlund] can show it off a bit. He knows what 
he’s doing in that department 

Worst style? Mang [Andrew Mangiapane] 
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TSN.CA / Woodcroft's Oilers look lethal on offence 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

Did a coaching change save the Edmonton Oilers season? 

Two months ago, the Oilers’ front office decided to part ways with then-
head coach Dave Tippett after an unremarkable start to the 2021-22 
regular season. 

No team is immune to a regular-season swoon, and Tippett’s teams – 
which played to a 97-point pace over his tenure – were usually 
competitive. But the baseline for a club with arguably two of the four best 
players in the world to clear could not possibly be that of a wild-card 
team. Moreover, this year’s Oilers team at the time of Tippett’s 
termination (23-18-3) were anything but assured of a playoff spot. 

The Oilers have been a fascinating team on this front for some time. The 
talent within the organization always seems ahead of the actual wins and 
losses for years now. 
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The Oilers have had to get creative with the salary cap – in part because 
of the big contracts, in part because of poor roster-building decisions of 
years past – and that’s meant under investment in other parts of the 
roster, like the goaltending position. 

And yet, even recognizing this team isn’t perfect, it’s been difficult to 
understand why it hasn’t been more dominant in an increasingly 
weakening Western Conference. 

Jay Woodcroft, promoted from the team’s American Hockey League club 
in Bakersfield to replace Tippett, has seemingly had the magic touch. 
Looking at standings performance, it’s hard to argue otherwise: 

Only the Montreal Canadiens have made a bigger jump in performance 
when comparing pre-Feb. 10 splits versus post-Feb. 10 splits, but that’s 
because they established such a shockingly dismal floor to start the 
season. 

In Edmonton’s case, the Oilers moved from a 91-point pace team to a 
116-point pace team, which is the difference between an outside wild-
card contender and the type of standings performance you expect from 
multi-round playoff teams. 

But that’s wins and losses. If you are here, it’s because you know that 
wins and losses can be very fleeting in short windows, and that we must 
look to underlying numbers to get some confirmation this is real. That is 
where I think the story opens up for the Oilers organization, particularly 
on the offensive side of the ice. 

Let’s look at the Oilers under a three-year microscope, spanning both 
Tippett’s and Woodcroft’s run as coach. We’ll focus on the even-strength 
numbers here, because a lot of Edmonton’s turnaround is the result of 
Woodcroft unlocking what his forwards can do there: 

This offensive explosion – the one that has seen the Oilers outscored by 
only the Toronto Maple Leafs (3.5 goals per 60 minutes at even strength) 
since Woodcroft assumed control of the lineup – has been extraordinary. 

It’s important to underline that this isn’t some short-term shooting 
percentage phenomena where every Oilers attacker is getting the 
bounces. The team is dangerous on a shift-by-shift basis, generating 
heavy shot volumes from dangerous areas of the ice in repetition. It’s 
something we saw far too infrequently, particularly from the Oilers 
bottom-six forwards, in seasons past. (I’ll note that defensively, there is 
little change; Oilers goaltenders have been a bit better lately, and that’s 
about it.) 

If we look at forwards playing regularly in both Tippett and Woodcroft’s 
lineup, you see that the goodness the offensive is realizing isn’t just from 
the Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl lines, but broadly across the 
roster. (The bubble size indicates changes in ice time; the larger the 
bubble, the more usage the player is getting under Woodcroft.) 

Outside of Evander Kane (who played all of five games under Tippett) 
and Zack Kassian (who is a bona fide fourth liner at this point of his 
career), most of the Oilers lineup has observed a move to the upside, 
generating more dangerous chances per 60 minutes of play and scoring 
more goals as a result. McDavid has gone supernova under Woodcroft, 
and, amusingly enough, he’s one of a few players seeing less even-
strength minutes under his new head coach. 

This is an interesting new wrinkle for the Western Conference. What ails 
this Oilers team from a personnel standpoint hasn’t changed. But 
Edmonton suddenly possesses the type of lethal offence we have 
expected for a long time. 

The Oilers are one of a few teams who truly can outscore their problems 
when they are clicking on all cylinders. They may have to come playoff 
time. 
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