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Hurricanes surge past Rangers for 4-2 victory, add to lead in Metro Division 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes had so many bad memories of 
playing the New York Rangers in Madison Square Garden. 

Now, they have a good one. 

Game after game through the years, the Canes came into 
the New York, into the Garden, and came away losers. 
Some called it the Canes’ “House of Horrors.” 

But that all changed Tuesday in a 4-2 Carolina victory. 
Rookie forward Seth Jarvis, who had never been to New 
York, much less played the Garden, helped change it. 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Canes captain 
Jordan Staal, suddenly a sniper, helped change it. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen, matched up against New York’s 
Igor Shesterkin in a duel of two Vezina Trophy candidates, 
more than did his part. So did the Canes’ penalty killers, who 
would not allow the league’s second-ranked power play to 
score on the Rangers’ four opportunities that Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said “seemed like 10.” 

It all added up to a complete team victory, one that gave the 
Canes (48-18-8) 104 points and a four-point cushion over the 
Rangers in the Metropolitan Division with eight games left in 
the regular season. Both the Canes and Rangers have 
clinched playoff spots and they’ll play again April 26 in New 
York. 

“It was a big game, a huge game, especially this time of the 
year where the two teams have clinched ... and we’re so 
close in the standings,” said Canes defenseman Brady Skjei, 
who had two assists. “We’ve got guys on our team who were 
(Rangers players) for a while. It was a big game.” 

Skjei, defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith and 
forward Jesper Fast all are former Rangers who once helped 
beat the Canes. But because of the pandemic, Carolina had 
not played the Garden since Dec. 27, 2019 and the lineups 
have changed for both teams, 

“There was a little extra to it,” Andersen said. “We had a lot 
of guys with some history of being here and it was pretty 
emotional for them. It was good to get the win for them, too.” 

The Rangers (47-21-6) had beaten the Canes 18 of the past 
19 games at Madison Square Garden. If something could go 
wrong for the Canes, it usually did. 

But not Tuesday. Jarvis, continuing to build on a strong first 
NHL season, had a goal and an assist. Aho had a goal and 

two assists, sealing the victory with an empty-net score with 
six seconds left in regulation — Aho’s 100th career multi-
point game. 

Aho’s goal came after the Rangers pulled Shesterkin for a 
sixth attacker and Chris Kreider scored his 50th of the 
season, pulling New York within 3-2 with 1:38 remaining. The 
Rangers have a franchise-record 26 comeback wins this 
season but the Canes did not allow another. 

Svechnikov tied the score 1-1 in the second with his 29th 
after his turnover led to New York’s first goal, by defenseman 
K’Andre Miller. From below the goal line, Svechnikov 
backhanded the rebound of a Jarvis shot off Shesterkin’s left 
pad and into the net. 

Jarvis scored off a backhander early in the third, flashing in 
on Shesterkin, and Staal had the game-winner at 6:42 of the 
period. Collecting a rebound between the circles, Staal 
turned and ripped a shot that like so many other in recent 
games found the net. 

“They raised their level and tilted the ice on us,” Kreider said 
of the Canes. 

After a hat trick Sunday against Anaheim, his first in nearly 
14 years, Staal now has scored six goals in his past four 
games — that after eight in the first 68 games. 

“We had a great third period,” Brind’Amour said. “Freddie 
kept us in there and we had a good third period and tonight it 
was good enough.” 

Andersen finished with 28 saves, half of those coming in a 
scoreless first period that had the Rangers keep the puck 
most of the time and have two power plays. He also showed 
off some stick-handling skills during a delayed penalty 
against New York in the second period, calmly playing the 
puck as he was skating to the bench. 

“I felt the puck came to me and I wanted to try to keep it 
alive,” Andersen said. “It was kind of a free play. Why not?” 

Brind’Amour was happy to see Andersen not cross the red 
line in doing it. He didn’t. This night, everything fell into place 
neatly for the Canes. 

“The boys enjoyed it,” Brind’Amour said of Andersen’s puck 
play but also summing up the game. 
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Hurricanes take over in 3rd period, extend Metro lead with win at Rangers 

By Cory Lavalette  

Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis couldn’t help but be a little 
wide-eyed before his first game at Madison Square Garden. 

“It’s an iconic stadium,” said Jarvis, who was also visiting 
New York City for the first time. “I’ve watched tons of 
basketball and hockey here. So to be in here, especially at 
morning skate, I was kind of looking up at the rafters the 
whole time, checking everything out.” 

But once the puck dropped, Jarvis didn’t have any trouble 
playing his first game in the Big Apple. 

Jarvis took a pass from Sebastian Aho and went from 
forehand to backhand, lifting the puck over Rangers goalie 
Igor Shesterkin to give the Hurricanes their first lead 62 
seconds into the third period in a 4-2 win in Manhattan. 

“He doesn’t look like a young kid,” coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “He certainly plays above that.” 

Carolina captain Jordan Staal added an insurance goal — 
his sixth in four games — and Aho completed a three-point 
night with an empty-net goal as the Hurricanes denied the 
Rangers a chance to tie them in the Metropolitan Division 
standings and built a four-point gap with eight games to play 
in the regular season. 

“Everyone knew how big of a game it was coming in,” said 
Jarvis, who now has 14 goals on the season. “So just to get 
that extra cushion, it means a lot for us.” 

The Rangers looked poised to continue their climb up the 
standings by dominating the first 20 minutes. New York 
outshot Carolina 14-8 in the first 20 minutes, assisted by 
several defensive zone turnovers by the Hurricanes. 

“We were really poor to start the game,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Just turn the puck over in our own end 12 times — like, on 
our sticks. So that just sets up their game.” 

Carolina, as it has much of the season, leaned on its 
goaltending and penalty kill. The Rangers had two power 
plays in the first period but couldn’t solve Hurricanes goalie 
Frederik Andersen (28 saves). 

“I never get to choose when to get shots against, I’ve just got 
to be ready for it from the drop of the puck,” Andersen said. 
“They obviously had a good period. I think they capitalized 
on some turnovers and were able to sustain a little bit of 
pressure.” 

Andersen’s steady play allowed Carolina, as it has all 
season, to stay calm despite the one-sidedness of the first 
period. 

“Just knowing you have an extra layer defense down there 
and you don’t have to worry about him makes everyone play 
a little more freely and more confidently,” Jarvis said. 

And the team’s top-ranked penalty kill went 4 for 4 to allow 
no goals for the 52nd time in 74 games. 

“That’s the game,” Brind’Amour said of shutting down New 
York’s second-ranked power play. “That’s the game in a 
nutshell … because every time they get one you’re worried 
because they are so lethal.” 

New York did turn a Carolina mistake into a goal early in the 
second period. 

The Rangers got on the board first when defenseman 
K’Andre Miller poked the puck away from Carolina’s Andrei 
Svechnikov on the rush and then jumped in the play in the 
Carolina zone, scoring on a rebound for a 1-0 lead at 1:03 of 
the second period. 

Svechnikov rectified his mistake by getting his 29th goal of 
the season later in the period. 

Svechnikov led another rush up ice, retrieved the puck below 
the goal line and banked a shot in off the skate of Shesterkin 
(21 saves) at 13:38 of the middle frame. 

That set up a winner-take-all third period, and the Hurricanes 
finally asserted themselves. 

After Jarvis gave Carolina the lead, Brady Skjei — playing 
his first game at MSG since he was traded to the Hurricanes 
in February 2020 — wound up for a slap shot that was 
blocked. 

Staal located the loose puck between the circles and 
whipped a shot through two New York defenders and past a 
Nino Niederreiter screen for his 14th goal of the season and 
12th since ending a 35-game goal drought on Feb. 10. 

The Rangers’ Chris Kreider made things interesting when he 
scored his 50th goal of the season with Shesterkin on the 
bench with 1:38 remaining, but Svechnikov set up Aho for his 
empty-net goal with six seconds left to seal Carolina’s win. 

“It wasn’t a start we wanted, but I thought we played great in 
the third period and came back and got a good win,” Skjei 
said. 

Notes: Aho and Teuvo Teravainen both got their 40th assists 
of the season. … Skjei, Tony DeAngelo, Jesper Fast and 
Brendan Smith all played their first games at MSG since 
leaving the Rangers. … Kreider became the first Ranger to 
score 50 goals in a season since Jaromir Jagr had 54 in 
2005-06 and the fourth ever, joining Adam Graves (52 in 
1993-94) and Vic Hadfield (50 in 1971-72). … Ian Cole 
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finished with a season-high five blocked shots. Only Jaccob 
Slavin (six on Nov. 3) has had more blocked shots in a game 
for Carolina this season. 

 

 

 

 

Svechnikov keeping his cool while upping his physicality 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Andrei Svechnikov is far from a finished 
product. But as the regular season approaches its end, the 
Hurricanes’ 22-year-old power forward looks more and more 
like a player ready to wreak havoc on the NHL postseason. 

“He plays playoff hockey, there’s no doubt about it,” coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said Sunday. 

That postgame comment came after Svechnikov followed a 
two-point first period with a thunderous hit on Anaheim 
defenseman Kevin Shattenkirk in the second that ruffled the 
feathers of the Ducks in Carolina’s 5-2 win. 

The difference between Svechnikov now and the 19-year-old 
rookie who was on the wrong end of a fight with Alex 
Ovechkin in his third career playoff game is having a better 
grasp of the big picture. 

“I’ve got something to lose here,” Svechnikov said after 
Sunday’s game. “We’ve made the playoffs, and the last time 
I fought I broke my finger. It wasn’t good and, you know, I’ve 
got to stay calm.” 

While his last fight — a Nov. 24 scrap with Seattle’s Vince 
Dunn — showcased Svechnikov’s improved pugilistic skills, 
both he and the Hurricanes know he can do the most 
damage when he’s on the ice. 

“Obviously, we don’t want him in the box,” Brind’Amour said. 
“(It’s good that) he can keep his cool when it was a clean hit 
and there’s some cheap shots after.” 

That hasn’t always been the case for Svechnikov, who has 
been prone to retaliatory penalties in the past when teams 
got under his skin. 

“He’s a guy that gets frustrated because he gets called for 
everything,” Brind’Amour said earlier this month while adding 
that Svechnikov often doesn’t get the calls the other way. 

But there’s been a noticeable evolution in Svechnikov’s 
game in recent months. After registering 40 hits in the 

season’s first 26 games, Svechnikov was credited with 133 
in the next 44 games — nearly twice as many per game. 

He’s been credited with five or more hits five times this 
season — all Carolina wins — and has shown he can still 
produce points when upping the ante physically. In his 18 
games with four or more hits, he has 19 points. 

Most importantly, Svechnikov has been able to stay out of 
the box on nights when he’s been the aggressor. In those 18 
four-hit games, Svechnikov has taken just six penalties. 

“I think where he’s grown is the retaliation stuff,” said 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin, the authority on the topic as the 
league’s reigning Lady Byng winner as most gentlemanly 
player. “Not slashing guys as much or cross-checking guys 
as much when they come at him. … He’s always been a 
physical kid and so he’s never shied away from it.” 

That showed Sunday in the aftermath of Svechnikov’s hit on 
Shattenkirk. 

On an earlier shift, Shattenkirk slashed Svechnikov before 
hopping off the ice. Rather than going outside the rulebook to 
retaliate the next time the two were on the ice, Svechnikov 
lined up the Ducks defenseman and shouldered him into the 
boards. 

When Ducks center Ryan Getzlaf later jawed at Svechnikov 
before a faceoff and followed that with a cross-check and a 
slash after the puck was dropped, Svechnikov didn’t engage. 

That is until he saw an opportunity and went skate-to-skate 
on Getzlaf in the neutral zone, sending the Anaheim captain 
to the ice and into a rage that resulted in five penalties 
between the two teams. 

Svechnikov was called for tripping but the Hurricanes came 
out of the melee with a power play. 

“The fact that he’s staying out of the box the best he can,” 
Brind’Amour said with a grin, “he’s doing a better job. 
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Recap: Three-Goal Third Pushes Canes Past Rangers, 4-2 

By Walt Ruff 

NEW YORK, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes gained some 
valuable space atop the Metropolitan Division standings 
Tuesday, taking a 4-2 victory over the New York Rangers.  

The Rundown: 

The Rangers came out of the gate the better team, causing 
several issues for the Canes in their own end during the 
opening 20 minutes. New York was able to outshoot Carolina 
14-7 in the opening frame, controlling possession as well. 
However, thanks to Frederik Andersen, the visiting side was 
able to take the contest to the second scoreless. 

That fortune would last just 63 seconds into the middle frame 
though, as New York was able to open the scoring courtesy 
of second-year defenseman K'Andre Miller. Jumping up in 
the play, Miller was able to sneak to the back door of 
Andersen and stuff one home to give his team the first 
advantage of the night. 

The goal turned out to be a spark for Carolina, who woke up 
and got to their game once trailing. They started to tilt the ice 
back more toward an even surface as the period progressed 
and then with 6:22 to go Andrei Svechnikov banked one off 
of Igor Shesterkin from below the goal line to make it 1-1. 

Heading into the final frame still tied, the Canes then were 
able to recreate what New York did to start the second, 
striking in the first 65 seconds. Sebastian Aho sprung Seth 
Jarvis in on an abbreviated breakaway and finished on his 
backhand beyond the outstretched blocker of Shesterkin to 
put his team up 2-1. 

Carolina then continued to ride the momentum of the go-
ahead goal, as Jordan Staal followed up Jarvis with his 
fourth goal in two games to give their club some insurance. 
After a shot from the point from Brady Skjei was blocked in 
the slot, the Captain turned and fired, scoring what would 
ultimately go down as the game-winning goal. 

The visiting team kept the foot on the gas and didn't allow 
New York back in the contest until the final minute, when 
Chris Kreider was able to give his team some life with the 
extra attacker on. Kreider's 50th of the season made it 3-2, 
but just over a minute later Aho was able to respond with an 
empty net goal for the Canes, polishing off the 4-2 final 
score. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on the start and then the game as a 
whole... 

"We were really poor to start to start the game, if we're 
honest. We turned the puck over 12 times when we had it 
right on our sticks. So that just set up their game and we 
needed a couple saves. We didn't give up a ton, which was 
good, but it was too much in our zone. We had a good third 
period. Freddie kept us in there when we had to, made a 
couple good saves and then we had a good third period. 
Tonight that was good enough." 

Brind'Amour continuing on the penalty kill, which went 4-for-4 
against the league's second ranked unit... 

"That's the game in a nutshell. It felt like ten [penalties], 
because every time you get [a penalty kill] you're worried 
because they're so lethal. That's the game. If they score, it's 
a totally different game. They had a couple chances, but for 
the amount of time we spent on the kill, I thought we did a 
pretty good job." 

Seth Jarvis on the three-goal third... 

"It's a testament to how we need to play the whole game. 
Obviously we didn't come out and play as well as we wanted 
in the first two periods but in the third we did what we wanted 
and we really put it on them. It was nice to find that and to 
come out like that." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes fly back to Raleigh post-game and are scheduled 
to have an off day on Wednesday. Thursday night they host 
the Detroit Red Wings at PNC Arena. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Andersen earned a share of the league lead with 
tonight's win, now giving him 35 on the season. He 
sits tied with Juuse Saros (NSH) and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy (TB). 

 The All-Star netminder stopped 28 out of 30 in the 
performance. 

 Four Canes (Aho, Jarvis, Skjei and Svechnikov) 
finished with multi-point performances. Aho was the 
only one of the group that had three points. 

 Aho hit the 40-assist mark with his helper on 
Svechnikov's second period goal. 

 Carolina moves to 48-18-8 with the win, giving them 
a four-point gap between them and New York. 
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Hurricanes defeat Rangers, expand Metropolitan Division lead 

By Dan Rosen  

NEW YORK -- The Carolina Hurricanes extended their lead 
for first place in the Metropolitan Division to four points with a 
4-2 win against the New York Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden on Tuesday. 

The top line of Sebastian Aho (one goal, two assists), Seth 
Jarvis (goal, assist) and Andrei Svechnikov (goal, assist) 
combined for seven points, and Frederik Andersen made 28 
saves for the Hurricanes (48-18-8), who have 104 points with 
eight games remaining. 

The Rangers are second in the division with 100 points and 
eight games left. 

"It's huge," Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei said. "These 
games at the end of the season have some big meaning and 
tonight we knew we were close in the standings and with us 
having some guys that played here in the past it, was a big 
game for us. Guys on the team knew that. It wasn't the start 
we wanted but I thought we played great in the third period, 
came back and had a good win." 

Skjei (two assists), forward Jesper Fast (assist), and 
defensemen Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith played their 
first games as visitors at Madison Square Garden.  

"It's a big game for a lot of players for obvious reasons," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I don't know how 
big of a game it's going to end up being. It might be a big 
game. But we'll take the two points, and we'll talk about the 
next game as being a big one." 

Chris Kreider scored his 50th goal of the season, and Igor 
Shesterkin made 21 saves for the Rangers (47-21-6), who 
had a three-game winning streak and four-game point streak 
end.  

Kreider is the fourth 50-goal scorer in Rangers' history, 
joining Jaromir Jagr (54 in 2005-06), Adam Graves (52 in 
1993-94) and Vic Hadfield (50 in 1971-72). 

"I could feel guys looking for me and they play very tight man 
to man," Kreider said. "I was telling Mika [Zibanejad] I felt like 
a shooting guard a lot of the night trying to work my way 
around picks and get open, but that's how they play defense. 
It's better for the whole team now that we can just go back to 
playing hockey and taking what the other team gives us. 
We've got some absolutely incredible people in that room 
who were pulling for me and that means the world to me, but 
put it behind us and everyone can go back to shooting the 
puck and I can go back to screening the goalie." 

K'Andre Miller gave New York a 1-0 lead at 1:03 of the 
second period. 

The Hurricanes tied it 1-1 at 13:38 when Svechnikov banked 
the puck in off Shesterkin's left skate from behind the goal 
line. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said he could feel the game 
turn in Carolina's favor in the second after the Rangers 
outshot the Hurricanes 14-8 in the first. 

"They won those one-on-one battles, I thought we played too 
much time in our [defensive] zone and they sort of took the 
momentum away from us," Gallant said.  

The Hurricanes carried that momentum into the third period, 
and Jarvis gave them a 2-1 lead at 1:02.  

Jordan Staal made it 3-1 at 6:42. 

"It's just kind of a testament to how we need to play the 
whole game," Jarvis said. "We didn't come out quite as well 
in the first two periods, but in the third period we found our 
game and I feel we really put it on them." 

Kreider cut the lead to 3-2 at 18:22, scoring off a rebound 
with Shesterkin pulled for the extra skater. 

"I think it's awesome he scored 50 goals," Gallant said. 
"That's huge. It's great to see. That's a great feat. He's had a 
great season for us. It's too bad we had to lose when a guy 
scores his 50th, but hats off to him. It's a phenomenal 
season." 

The Rangers kept the pressure on and got two more shots 
on goal, including one from Kreider, but Aho scored an 
empty-net goal at 19:54 for the 4-2 final.  

The Hurricanes' top-ranked penalty kill held the Rangers' 
second-ranked power play to 0-for-4 with four shots on goal. 

"That's the game in a nutshell," Brind'Amour said. "It was 
four, felt like 10 because every time they get one, you're 
worried because they are so lethal. That's the game for me. 
If they score on that it's a totally different game." 

NOTES: Zibanejad's assist on Miller's goal was his 75th 
point, tying his single-season career high (2019-20). … 
Rangers forward Andrew Copp had an assist on Kreider's 
goal to extend his point streak to five games (two goals, 
three assists). … Staal has scored six goals in the past four 
games after going 15 straight without a goal. … Skjei had 
two assists, one shot on goal and two hits in 23:14 of ice 
time in his first game in New York since being traded to 
Carolina on Feb. 24, 2020. The defenseman played 307 
games with the Rangers after being selected in the first 
round (No. 28) in the 2012 NHL Draft. … Fast had one assist 
and two hits in 16:23 in his return after signing with Carolina 
as a free agent in October 2020. The forward was a sixth-
round pick (No. 157) in the 2010 NHL Draft and played 422 
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games with New York. … DeAngelo had three shots on goal, 
one hit and two blocked shots in 18:08 in his first game in 
New York since signing with Carolina as a free agent on July 
28, 2021. He played 167 games with the Rangers. … Smith 

had one hit in 13:48 of ice time. He signed with Carolina as a 
free agent on July 29, 2021, after playing 235 games with 
New York. 

 

 

Andersen flashes stick-handling skills on way to Hurricanes bench 

Goalie took part in blue-line play during delayed penalty call 

By Lauren Merola  

Frederik Andersen proved to be the sixth man needed during 
a Carolina Hurricanes power play opportunity. 

After a delayed penalty call on the New York Rangers, the 
Hurricanes goalie was on his way to the bench when he got 
caught up in play near his own blue line on Tuesday. 

Andersen and forward Martin Necas crossed paths and 
Andersen ended up with the puck. He skated with it to the 
red line before sending it off the boards and back to forward 
Jordan Staal near his own goal. 

Andersen got off the ice quickly after that, but not before 
putting his crafty stick skills on display for all of Madison 
Square Garden to see. 

 

 

 

Metropolitan leader Carolina and Detroit meet 

Detroit Red Wings (28-35-10, fifth in the Atlantic) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (48-18-8, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: The Metropolitan-leading Carolina 
Hurricanes take on the Detroit Red Wings. 

The Hurricanes are 26-13-6 in Eastern Conference games. 
Carolina has scored 246 goals and is ninth in the NHL 
averaging 3.3 per game. Sebastian Aho leads the team with 
34. 

The Red Wings are 18-18-5 in Eastern Conference play. 
Detroit averages 9.2 penalty minutes per game, the seventh-
most in the Eastern Conference. Givani Smith leads the 
team serving 108 total minutes. 

In their last meeting on March 1, Detroit won 4-3. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Aho leads the Hurricanes with 75 
points, scoring 34 goals and adding 41 assists. Andrei 

Svechnikov has six goals and five assists over the last 10 
games for Carolina. 

Dylan Larkin leads the Red Wings with 68 points, scoring 31 
goals and adding 37 assists. Jakub Vrana has five goals 
over the last 10 games for Detroit. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 6-3-1, averaging 3.8 goals, 
6.9 assists, 4.4 penalties and 10.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.3 goals per game with a .912 save percentage. 

Red Wings: 2-5-3, averaging 2.6 goals, 4.2 assists, 3.7 
penalties and 8.4 penalty minutes while giving up 4.1 goals 
per game with an .880 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Brendan Smith: day to day 
(undisclosed), Jesperi Kotkaniemi: out (lower-body). 

Red Wings: Jake Walman: day to day (upper body), Givani 
Smith: out (undisclosed). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes score 3 goals in 3rd to upend Rangers 4-2 
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By Allan Kreda 

NEW YORK (AP) — Seth Jarvis and Jordan Staal scored 
third-period goals and Frederik Andersen made 28 saves as 
the Carolina Hurricanes beat the New York Rangers 4-2 on 
Tuesday night in a showdown for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Chris Kreider scored late for his 50th goal of the season, but 
Carolina moved four points ahead of second-place New York 
with eight games remaining in the regular season.  

Kreider became the fourth player in Rangers history to reach 
the plateau. His previous career high was 28 goals.  

“It’s hard after a game like that,″ Kreider said. “It’s something 
I appreciate, it’s just hard to appreciate it right now.”  

The Rangers had their three-game winning streak snapped 
but are 7-2-1 in their last 10. They clinched a playoff berth for 
the first time since 2017 with a win over Ottawa last Saturday 
and are 24-8-4 at home.  

“The first was real good. In the second they sort of took the 
momentum away and then they got that early goal in the 
third,″ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. ”Tonight to me 
was an even game. ... We learned some lessons.” 

The Rangers’ potent power play went 0 for 4 as the 
Hurricanes played stout defense when necessary. 

“That was the game in a nutshell,″ Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. ”They score on one of those and it’s a 
totally different game.” 

After the teams traded goals in the second period, Jarvis put 
the Hurricanes ahead at 1:04 of the third, taking a pass from 
Sebastian Aho and flipping a backhand past goalie Igor 
Shesterkin. Aho finished with a goal and two assists. He 
leads the Hurricanes with 41 assists and 75 points. 
Shesterkin made 21 saves. 

The goal was the 14th of the season for the rookie Jarvis, a 
first-round draft pick by Carolina in 2020. Former Rangers 
defenseman Brady Skjei also assisted.  

“Everyone knew how big of a game this was,″ Jarvis said. 
”Whatever we can do to widen the gap is good.” 

Staal, the Hurricanes captain, made it 3-1 at 6:42 with his 
14th goal. Staal has six goals in his last four games. Skjei 
and another former Ranger, forward Jesper Fast, had 
assists. 

“It was strange walking into the building and going the other 
way,″ Skjei said about his first game back at The Garden 
since he was traded to Carolina in February 2020. “It was 
good to see some people around the rink I hadn’t seen. And 
it was much better we got the win.” 

Kreider scored his milestone goal at 18:22 but Aho added an 
empty-netter, his 34th, at 19:54 to complete the scoring.  

With a chance to tie the Hurricanes for first place, the 
Rangers were hosting Carolina in its first visit to Madison 
Square Garden since Dec. 27, 2019.  

“To be here in the morning skate, I was looking up at the 
rafters and checking everything out,″ said Jarvis, a 20-year-

old Winnipeg native making his first trip to New York. ”It was 
super cool and to score was awesome.”  

The Rangers entered 18-1-0 in their last 19 home games 
against the Hurricanes, who proved why they have been 
atop the division for the majority of the season.  

The teams split the first two meetings this season in North 
Carolina. The Hurricanes won 6-3 on Jan. 21, then the 
Rangers won 2-0 on March 20.  

“We came out hard, we competed and we just came up a 
little bit short,″ Rangers defenseman Adam Fox said. 

The Rangers outshot the Hurricanes 14-8 in a scoreless first 
before defenseman K’Andre Miller opened the scoring at 
1:03 of the second. Miller converted a pass from Mika 
Zibanejad for his seventh goal of the season. Frank Vatrano 
also assisted.  

Zibanejad has a career-best 48 assists, including four in his 
last three games.  

Vatrano has six goals and four assists in 14 games with the 
Rangers since he was acquired from Florida last month. 

Andrei Svechnikov tied it for Carolina at 13:38 of the second 
with his 29th goal. Svechnikov managed to bank the puck off 
Shesterkin’s skate from behind the goal line. Assists went to 
Jarvis and Aho. 

Kreider became the fourth player in NHL history to score 50 
goals for the first time at age 30 or older. He tied Walt 
Tkaczuk for 11th-most goals in Rangers history with 227.  

Gallant praised his hard-working left wing, who was drafted 
by the Rangers in 2009 and has spent his entire career in 
New York.  

“I think it’s awesome he scored 50 goals. That’s huge. It’s 
great to see,″ Gallant said. ”Too bad we had to lose when a 
guy scores his 50th, but hats off to him.” 

HADFIELD ON KREIDER 

Vic Hadfield, the first Rangers player to reach the 50-goal 
mark in 1972, said he is thrilled for Kreider to join an 
exclusive club that also includes Adam Graves (52) and 
Jaromir Jagr, who has the team record of 54. 

“He’s a special player. He gets in the right position, goes into 
that front area where nobody is. He does that so well,” said 
Hadfield, who scored 262 goals for the Rangers and whose 
retired No. 11 jersey hangs from The Garden rafters. 
“Nobody is happier than me. It couldn’t happen to a nicer 
kid.” 

NOTES: The teams meet again April 26 at MSG. … The 
Hurricanes have six former Rangers on their roster. Four 
played. ... The Rangers scratched forwards Greg McKegg, 
Filip Chytil, Julien Gauther, Tyler Motte and Jonny 
Brodzinski, plus defensemen Patrik Nemeth and Libor Hajek. 
… The Hurricanes scratched Derek Stepan, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and defenseman Ethan Bear. 

UP NEXT 

Rangers: Visit the Philadelphia Flyers on Wednesday. 

Hurricanes: Host the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday.  
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Hurricanes beat Rangers 4-2 in Metropolitan Division matchup 

NEW YORK (AP) — Seth Jarvis and Jordan Staal scored 
third-period goals and Frederik Andersen made 28 saves as 
the Carolina Hurricanes beat the New York Rangers 4-2 on 
Tuesday night in a showdown for first place in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Sebastian Aho had a goal and two assists and Andrei 
Svechnikov also scored for the Hurricanes, who moved four 
points ahead of second-place New York with eight games 
remaining in the regular season.  

K’Andre Miller scored and Chris Kreider added a late goal for 
his 50th of the season. Igor Shesterkin finished with 21 
saves. 

The Rangers had their three-game winning streak snapped 
and are 7-2-1 in their last 10. They clinched a playoff berth 
for the first time since 2017 with a win over Ottawa last 
Saturday and are 24-8-4 at home.  

With a chance to tie the Hurricanes for first place, the 
Rangers were hosting Carolina in its first visit to Madison 
Square Garden since Dec. 27, 2019.  

PANTHERS 3, DUCKS 2, OT 

SUNRISE, Fla. (AP) — Jonathan Huberdeau scored at 3:41 
of overtime to lift Florida over Anaheim for the Panthers 
eighth straight victory.  

Anthony Duclair scored twice for the Eastern Conference 
leaders, and Sergei Bobrovsky made 22 saves. 

Derek Grant and Troy Terry scored for the Ducks. John 
Gibson stopped 52 shots in an incredible effort that went for 
naught. 

WILD 5, OILERS 1 

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Kevin Fiala and Ryan Hartman 
each scored twice, and Minnesota beat Edmonton in a 
matchup of two of the NHL’s hottest teams. 

Frederick Gaudreau also scored for Minnesota, which 
improved to 11-1-2 in its last 14 games. Cam Talbot made 
27 saves. 

Tied with St. Louis for second place in the Central Division 
with a game in hand, Minnesota is 9-0-1 in its past 10 home 
games. 

Leon Draisaitl scored on the power play for Edmonton, his 
career-high 51st goal of the year and 21st with the man 
advantage, setting a franchise high. Wayne Gretzky (1983-
84) and Ryan Smyth (1996-97) had the previous record. 
Edmonton got 18 saves from Mikko Koskinen.  

CAPITALS 9, FLYERS 2 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Alex Ovechkin scored for a fourth 
consecutive game to reach 46 on the season and T.J. Oshie 
ended a nine-game goal drought to help Washington extend 
its winning streak to four games with a victory over 
Philadelphia. 

The Capitals scored three goals on their first six shots. Lars 
Eller scored twice, Martin Fehervary and Connor Sheary 
added goals, and defenseman Matt Irwin scored for the first 

time since Dec. 6, 2018. Goals by Garnet Hathaway and 
Johan Larsson closed out the scoring for the Capitals, who 
had their highest scoring output of the season and at home 
in 14 years. Ilya Samsonov made 19 saves to improve to 7-
1-0 against Philadelphia.  

James van Riemsdyk scored twice for the Flyers. Goalie 
Carter Hart left after the first period with a lower-body injury 
and was replaced by Martin Jones. 

BLUES 4, BRUINS 2 

BOSTON (AP) — Vladimir Tarasenko scored twice, including 
the go-ahead goal in the second period, and St. Louis rallied 
to beat Boston. 

Torey Krug and David Perron each finished with a goal and 
an assist as the Blues (43-20-10) posted their sixth straight 
victory. Ville Husso had 39 saves to win his fifth straight start. 
Robert Thomas added his 48th assist of the season, 
extending his career-best point streak to 10 games. 

Boston (45-23-5) has lost three of its last four since a three-
game winning streak. Patrice Bergeron scored his 20th goal 
of the season, and rookie Marc McLaughlin had his second 
career goal. Jeremy Swayman finished with 26 saves.  

SABRES 5, MAPLE LEAFS 2 

TORONTO (AP) — Rasmus Dahlin and Rasmus Asplund 
each had a goal and an assist, helping Buffalo beat Toronto. 

Tage Thompson, Kyle Okposo and Jeff Skinner also scored 
for Buffalo (27-37-11). Alex Tuch and Victor Olofsson added 
two assists apiece. Craig Anderson made 23 saves as the 
Sabres won the season series 3-1-0 and became the only 
team to defeat the Leafs three times this season. 

Timothy Liljegren and Alexander Kerfoot scored for Toronto 
(47-20-6). Morgan Rielly had two assists to give him a 
career-high 53 on the year. Erik Kallgren stopped 23 shots. 

SENATORS 4, RED WINGS 1 

DETROIT (AP) — Tim Stützle had two goals and an assist, 
and Ottawa stopped a three-game skid with a win over 
Detroit. 

Austin Watson added a goal and an assist, and Drake 
Batherson snapped a tie in the second period. Anton 
Forsberg made 24 saves. 

Stützle’s goals were both empty-netters, one with 1:05 left 
and another with 14 seconds remaining. The 20-year-old 
forward also picked up his 30th assist on Batherson’s 15th 
goal of the season. 

Tyler Bertuzzi scored for Detroit, and Thomas Greiss made 
28 stops. The Red Wings dropped to 2-5-3 in their last 10 
games. 

ISLANDERS 5, PENGUINS 4, SO 

NEW YORK (AP) — Zach Parise and Josh Bailey each 
scored twice, and Kyle Palmier had the lone goal in the 
shootout as New York beat Pittsburgh. 
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Ilya Sorokin stopped Jake Guentzel, Sidney Crosby and Kris 
Letang in the shootout and finished with a career-high 43 
saves for New York. 

Jake Guentzel had two goals and an assist, Crosby had two 
assists and Casey DeSmith made 33 saves for the 
Penguins, who lost for the fourth time in five games. Danton 
Heinen and Jeff Carter also scored for Pittsburgh. 

KINGS 5, BLACKHAWKS 2 

CHICAGO (AP) — Blake Lizotte scored twice, Phillip Danault 
had a goal and an assist and Los Angeles snapped a three-
game skid with a victory over Chicago. 

Trevor Moore and Jordan Spence also scored for Los 
Angeles. Jonathan Quick finished with 18 saves. 

Taylor Raddysh and Patrick Kanes scored for the 
Blackhawks, who dropped their eighth straight game (0-6-2). 
Collin Delia made 31 saves. 

PREDATORS 1, SHARKS 0, OT 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Ryan Johansen scored from a 
sharp angle at 3:18 of overtime to lead Nashville over 
slumping San Jose. 

Juuse Saros made 25 saves for the Predators, who snapped 
a two-game skid as they try to maintain their hold on a wild 
card in the tight Western Conference playoff race. The 
shutout was Saros’ fourth of the season and 18th of his 
career.  

Kaapo Kahkonen stopped 40 shots for the Sharks, who have 
dropped seven straight games — tying their longest losing 
streak of the season. 

STARS 1, LIGHTNING 0 

DALLAS (AP) — Roope Hintz scored with 4:50 remaining 
and Dallas forced Tampa Bay to wait at least another day to 
clinch a playoff spot. 

The Lightning could have clinched their fifth consecutive 
playoff berth and eighth in the past nine years with a victory.  

Scott Wedgewood stopped 25 shots for his first shutout since 
joining the Stars in a trade with Arizona. It was the fifth of his 
career. 

Dallas started the night two points ahead of Vegas for the 
second of two wild cards in the Western Conference. The 
Stars have a game in hand on the Golden Knights. 

The Stars beat Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy for just 
the second time in 17 games. He has five of his 28 career 
shutouts against Dallas. Vasilevskiy made 28 saves. 

FLAMES 5, KRAKEN 3 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — Matthew Tkachuk scored three 
goals for a career-best 37 this season, and Calgary rallied to 
beat Seattle and extend its winning streak to five games. 

Noah Hanifin had a goal and an assist, and Andrew 
Mangiapane also scored for Calgary (45-19-9), which had 
four unanswered goals in the third period. 

Johnny Gaudreau had two assists and reached a career high 
with 101 points. Dan Vladar (11-5-1) started the third period 
in goal and stopped all seven shots he faced in relief of 
Jacob Markstrom (12 saves). 

Ryan Donato scored his career-best 15th goal and Victor 
Rask and Adam Larsson added scores for Seattle (23-44-6), 
which was swept in the four-game season series. Chris 
Driedger (7-12-1) had 26 stops for the Kraken. 

DEVILS 6, COYOTES 2 

GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) -- Fabian Zetterlund and Kevin Bahl 
got their first career goals and New Jersey scored twice in 
the final minute of the second period against Arizona. 

Tomas Tatar and Jesper Boqvist scored 22 seconds apart 
late in the second for a 4-2 lead. Yegor Sharangovich scored 
two goals in the final five minutes of the third and added an 
assist as the Devils won their second straight after breaking 
a five-game losing streak with a victory Saturday in Dallas. 

Nico Hischier had three assists and Nico Daws made 19 
saves in his second consecutive victory. 

Nick Schmaltz and Travis Boyd scored for the Coyotes, who 
have lost four in a row and 11 of 13. 

CANUCKS 5, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, OT 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — Quinn Hughes 
scored 51 seconds into overtime and Vancouver kept its slim 
playoff hopes alive with a win over Vegas. 

The result moves Vancouver within three points of Vegas. 
Both teams are battling for wild-card spots in the Western 
Conference. 

Elias Pettersson had goal and a pair of assists for the 
Canucks in regulation. Bo Horvat had a goal and an assist. 
Vasily Podkolzin and Brad Richardson rounded out the 
scoring for Vancouver, which has won four straight. 

Shea Theodore scored two goals in the third period, Alec 
Martinez had a goal and an assist and Michael Amadio 
added a score for the Golden Knights (40-30-4). 

Vancouver got a 41-save performance from Thatcher 
Demko. Robin Lehner stopped 22 of 27 shots for Vegas. 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus the biggest decision for every team 

By Kristen Shilton  

We're approaching the final fortnight of the 2021-22 NHL 
season, and as teams are clinching playoff berths (or being 
eliminated) seemingly every night, there are many big 
questions that each club must answer. Which on-ice 
coaching decisions will produce the best results? Which 
pending free agents should be re-signed? Is the current 
coach the right person for the job -- and if not, who is? 

For this week's Power Rankings, we identify the big decision 
on tap (either in the coming weeks or this summer) for all 32 
teams. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published April 6. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.764 
Next seven days: vs. LA (Apr. 13), vs. NJ (Apr. 14), vs. CAR 
(Apr. 16), vs. WSH (Apr. 18) 

It would be tough -- but not unexpected -- for Colorado to 
lose Nazem Kadri in free agency. Tougher still is deciding 
what to do about Darcy Kuemper. The 31-year-old veteran 
(and pending unrestricted free agent) has been fantastic, and 
if that holds, he'll be looking for a pay raise. The Avalanche 
already have a capable starter option in Pavel Francouz, 
signed to a two-year, $4 million extension. Does GM Joe 
Sakic bet on Francouz moving ahead? Look at other free 
agent options? Or go all-in keeping Kuemper? 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.753 
Next seven days: vs. WPG (Apr. 15), @ DET (Apr. 17), @ 
NYI (Apr. 19) 

Florida's hard choices are going to be coming quickly. The 
Panthers are built to win this year. Their porous defense and 
reliance on multi-goal comebacks is not the recipe to earn a 
Stanley Cup. Interim coach Andrew Brunette has to push the 
right buttons and figure out what his strongest lineup/special 
teams units are before playoffs. Florida must address its 
flaws or risk being a quick out. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.703 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Apr. 14), @ COL (Apr. 16), @ 
ARI (Apr. 18) 

The Hurricanes are so stacked that Vincent Trocheck's 
quality season barely gets discussed. He also needs a new 
contract, and talks with Carolina haven't really progressed. 
This group of Canes is special, so why wouldn't they want to 
keep a core piece like Trocheck? The 28-year-old is in his 
prime, which requires premium compensation, and Carolina 
has only so much cap space for several salary negotiations. 
A decision on Trocheck won't come easily. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.678 
Next seven days: vs. VGK (Apr. 14), vs. ARI (Apr. 16), @ 
CHI (Apr. 18), @ NSH (Apr. 19) 

What will Calgary have to sacrifice to keep Johnny 
Gaudreau? The face of the Flames' franchise is about to get 
paid -- either by them, or someone else. But Calgary has to 
find a way. The tough part? What sacrifices elsewhere in the 
lineup will Calgary have to make to ensure Gaudreau stays 
part of it? 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.685 
Next seven days: vs. WSH (Apr. 14), @ OTT (Apr. 16), vs. 
NYI (Apr. 17), vs. PHI (Apr. 19) 

If Toronto can't win a playoff series, there could be many 
tough decisions ahead. Beyond that, the Leafs' goaltending 
future presents a major challenge. Jack Campbell is a 
pending UFA who wants to (rightly) cash in. Petr Mrazek has 
been average and injured and is signed for two more years. 
Can the cap-strapped Leafs afford Campbell's ask? Is 
Mrazek too much of a liability moving forward? It's going to 
be a big offseason (as always) in Toronto. 

6. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.676 
Next seven days: @ PHI (Apr. 13), vs. DET (Apr. 16), vs. 
WPG (Apr. 19) 

Gerard Gallant has about three weeks to make some of his 
toughest coaching decisions. New York has competition 
brewing for jobs, particularly on the back end, and by the 
time these Rangers hit playoffs, Gallant has to know what's 
what. Does New York go with its youth? Rely on experience? 
The wrong balance breeds disaster. But it'll be hard leaving 
someone on the sidelines. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.658 
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Next seven days: vs. ANA (Apr. 14), vs. WPG (Apr. 16), vs. 
DET (Apr. 19) 

We talk about the potential for a Tampa three-peat. Only, 
what if they don't? It might be a hard offseason for a team 
that's handed off high draft picks to chase another Stanley 
Cup now. Will it spell the end for pending UFA Ondrej Palat 
in Tampa? Will more of the Lightning's core have to be 
dismantled? There's a lot riding on this postseason. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.667 
Next seven days: @ DAL (Apr. 14), @ STL (Apr. 16), vs. SJ 
(Apr. 17), @ MTL (Apr. 19) 

If you're Dean Evason, which goaltender are you tapping for 
the postseason? The guy that's backstopped you to this 
point in Cam Talbot, or reigning Vezina Trophy winner Marc-
Andre Fleury? The playoffs are all about momentum. It's rare 
a coach wants to go back and forth between goalies. Who 
deserves the first start? And how long is the leash? Both 
players have earned a chance. It will be tough deciding who 
gets the nod. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.633 
Next seven days: vs. NYI (Apr. 14), @ BOS (Apr. 16) 

Pittsburgh has enjoyed wonderful success this last decade 
because of Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang. Both players are 
in the final year of their contracts, and the Penguins will have 
to decide what's next for its (former?) core. Malkin and 
Letang are in their mid-30s, but potentially capable of reeling 
in one last big-money deal. Should it be Pittsburgh that 
continues investing in them? 

10. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.651 
Next seven days: vs. OTT (Apr. 14), vs. PIT (Apr. 16), @ 
STL (Apr. 19) 

Is this the last real chance for Boston's core to win a Cup? 
Patrice Bergeron (age 36) is a pending UFA with an 
uncertain future. Brad Marchand is 33. There are young guys 
in the Bruins' system knocking on the door for opportunity. 
How much will Boston have to lean into the franchise's next 
generation -- and even a new direction -- after these 
playoffs? GM Don Sweeney could be in for a few sleepless 
nights. 

11. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.608 
Next seven days: @ NSH (Apr. 14), vs. VGK (Apr. 16) 

It's not easy keeping up with Connor McDavid. Evander 
Kane has been able to do so. The well-traveled winger came 
on board in Edmonton and has had undeniable chemistry 
with McDavid. Does that translate into GM Ken Holland 
putting a real bid in to keep Kane (a pending UFA) around 
next season and beyond? Can Edmonton trust Kane to keep 

performing? And could they live with moving on from a young 
player to make room for Kane in the fold long term. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.658 
Next seven days: @ BUF (Apr. 14), vs. MIN (Apr. 16), @ 
NSH (Apr. 17), vs. BOS (Apr. 19) 

The Blues have quite a goaltending conundrum. Ville Husso 
is a 27-year-old pending UFA who has taken over St. Louis' 
crease. Jordan Binnington was the incumbent signed for six 
more seasons at $6 million per year, but has had an awful 
2021-22 season. So, if you're the Blues, do you trust in 
Binnington to rebound? Do you try to keep Husso as well? 
Plenty of scenarios, all of them tough. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.610 
Next seven days: vs. EDM (Apr. 14), vs. CHI (Apr. 16), vs. 
STL (Apr. 17), vs. CGY (Apr. 19) 

The tough part isn't whether Nashville wants to retain Filip 
Forsberg. It's whether they can afford it. Forsberg will be one 
of the top players on the market, and likely eyeing an $8 
million-per-year deal. The Predators already have three 
players signed long-term at that price or more. Is it prudent to 
add another contract that size? Can they really let Forsberg 
walk as a UFA? GM David Poile must decide what he can 
live with. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.630 
Next seven days: @ TOR (Apr. 14), @ MTL (Apr. 16), @ 
COL (Apr. 18) 

Which goaltender can Washington trust? It didn't seem like a 
tough choice last month. Vitek Vanecek had received GM 
Brian MacLellan's vote of confidence to carry the Capitals 
into the playoffs, but he's struggling. Ilya Samsonov has 
been more consistent, but with a smaller workload. It may 
not be an easy pick for Peter Laviolette here. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.603 
Next seven days: vs. MIN (Apr. 14), vs. SJ (Apr. 16), @ VAN 
(Apr. 18) 

Rick Bowness is in the last year of his contract. Dallas is still 
on the playoff bubble. If the Stars don't make it in -- or, even 
if they do and it's a short run -- will a coaching change be 
necessary? Do GM Jim Nill and ownership still believe in 
Bowness behind the bench? Dallas is approaching a 
crossroads on the ice, where its surging young players are 
starting to take over, and there's a choice to be made on 
who's best to guide them. 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.574 
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Next seven days: @ CGY (Apr. 14), @ EDM (Apr. 16), vs. 
NJ (Apr. 18) 

The first thing Vegas needs to do is make the playoffs. It's 
the only thing that matters. The Golden Knights have dealt 
with injuries, they've clawed to stay in it, and it has to mean 
something. Who's in the lineup, and who's out? Who's going 
to get them over the line and into the postseason? And if 
Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty & Co. can do it, what will their 
lineup look like in the postseason 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.547 
Next seven days: vs. SEA (Apr. 13), @ FLA (Apr. 15), @ TB 
(Apr. 16), @ NYR (Apr. 19) 

The Jets have two top priorities: Figure out where the 
franchise is at after an underwhelming season, and settle on 
a long-term coach. Dave Lowry has stepped in admirably 
after Paul Maurice's unexpected departure. But Winnipeg 
hasn't lived up to its own standards, and neither have some 
of its best players. Is Lowry the right coach to get more of 
this team? Or do they need a fresh voice to go with a new 
direction? 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.587 
Next seven days: @ COL (Apr. 13), vs. CBJ (Apr. 16), @ 
ANA (Apr. 19) 

So, what's next for the Kings' blue line? After this season, 
L.A. has only two defensemen signed (Drew Doughty and 
Matt Roy) who aren't on entry-level contracts. That either 
speaks to the Kings wanting to build defensive depth from 
within, or they've got some shopping to do. Plus, is Olli 
Maatta in the mix going forward? Will Troy Stecher stick 
around? There's much for GM Rob Blake to ponder. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.554 
Next seven days: vs. ARI (Apr. 14), vs. DAL (Apr. 18), vs. 
OTT (Apr. 19) 

What will ultimately be tougher on Vancouver: Handling 
negotiations with pending RFA Brock Boeser, or deciding 
whether to keep coach Bruce Boudreau? In theory, Boeser is 
a great player you'd want to sign long-term, and Boudreau is 
a terrific coach worth retaining. However, who are the 
Canucks at this point, and what direction is this franchise 
going? Maybe answering that will be their toughest task of 
all. 

20. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.535 
Next seven days: @ PIT (Apr. 14), @ MTL (Apr. 15), @ TOR 
(Apr. 17), vs. FLA (Apr. 19) 

We know GM Lou Lamoriello has publicly stood behind his 
team's core. What lies ahead will be tough decisions on who, 
exactly, makes up that group. Several Islanders have 

underperformed this season, and New York has to determine 
where some of the organization's younger players are at, 
too. The difficulties come with paring down, trading away or 
adding various parts to build a contender.21. Columbus Blue 
Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.507 
Next seven days: vs. MTL (Apr. 13), @ LA (Apr. 16), @ ANA 
(Apr. 17), @ SJ (Apr. 19) 

Patrik Laine continues to be an enigma on the ice (he scored 
19 goals in 22 games and is now ... in a 10-game goal 
drought). Columbus has to ask what the best path ahead is 
with their pending RFA. Is it another twirl of Laine accepting 
his one-year qualifying offer? Should the Blue Jackets lock 
him in long-term? Go for a bridge deal? Laine's ability is 
obvious; it's his consistency that brings on these questions. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.473 
Next seven days: @ TB (Apr. 14), vs. CBJ (Apr. 17), vs. LA 
(Apr. 19) 

Ryan Getzlaf is retiring after this season. That will leave 
Anaheim with a vacant captaincy for the first time since Oct. 
2010. Who should succeed Getzlaf in the role? Talk about a 
tough decision. It's not like Anaheim must decide 
immediately. However, for a franchise trending up, having 
that leadership position established would be a good thing. 

23. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.433 
Next seven days: vs. STL (Apr. 14), vs. PHI (Apr. 16), @ PHI 
(Apr. 17) 

The Sabres rightfully have all good vibes right now. What 
they don't have is a veteran goaltender signed for next 
season. The tough part might not be finding one; it might be 
keeping the guy they want. And that's Craig Anderson. When 
healthy, the 40-year-old veteran has had a strong season, 
and garnered interest at the trade deadline. Will that be the 
case again come summer? Should Buffalo try to put more 
dollars in his pocket and keep riding the wave? Or invest in a 
more long-term option? 

24. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.472 
Next seven days: @ CHI (Apr. 14), @ DAL (Apr. 16), @ MIN 
(Apr. 17), vs. CBJ (Apr. 19) 

GM Doug Wilson has officially stepped away. So the first 
tough task for San Jose is choosing his official replacement 
(Joe Will is the interim until then). Harder from there will be 
steering the Sharks into a brighter future, which may involve 
more tough roster decisions. San Jose has a bunch of 
pending RFAs and an aging back end. Once the Sharks' 
next GM is in place, who stays and goes under their watch? 
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25. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.452 
Next seven days: @ CAR (Apr. 14), @ NYR (Apr. 16), vs. 
FLA (Apr. 17), @ TB (Apr. 19) 

The Red Wings are in a tough spot. GM Steve Yzerman says 
he'll be patient with the team's rebuild. But Dylan Larkin and 
Tyler Bertuzzi are in their mid-20s and signed for only one 
more season. Is Yzerman prepared to move on from them, in 
favor of shuffling along Detroit's young talent? Can or will 
both players want to stick around if the Red Wings aren't 
actively turning a corner? 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.390 
Next seven days: vs. NYR (Apr. 13), @ BUF (Apr. 16), vs. 
BUF (Apr. 17), @ TOR (Apr. 19) 

Philadelphia will certainly launch a head coach search this 
offseason. What happens after that? GM Chuck Fletcher has 
already traded Claude Giroux, but the Flyers seem 
determined to avoid a rebuild. Given where they're at, it won't 
be easy. There are more changes to come, and with that 
many futures will be decided. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.404 
Next seven days: vs. SJ (Apr. 14), @ NSH (Apr. 16), vs. 
CGY (Apr. 18) 

The Blackhawks are deep in rebuilding mode, obviously. 
Many of their hardest choices -- like trading Brandon Hagel 
and Fleury -- have already passed. Next up? Whether to 
reward Derek King's efforts with the removal of his interim 
tag. King came in and salvaged some value this season. 
Does he deserve a longer tenure for it? 

28. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.349 
Next seven days: @ CBJ (Apr. 13), vs. NYI (Apr. 15), vs. 
WSH (Apr. 16), vs. MIN (Apr. 19) 

Carey Price's future in Montreal is the biggest lingering 
question. This isn't just a tough choice for the organization, 
but potentially Price as well. He's been through the ringer 
with injuries and personal issues. How much more does he 
want to give? Can Montreal rely on him to deliver? The 

Canadiens have come alive under Martin St. Louis. Will Price 
still be a part of this team's next chapter? 

29. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.397 
Next seven days: @ COL (Apr. 14), @ SEA (Apr. 16), @ 
VGK (Apr. 18) 

The toughest hurdle New Jersey faces is fixing its 
goaltending. Mackenzie Blackwood and Jonathan Bernier 
are both signed through next season. Are either of them the 
answer? Nico Daws has been filling in the gaps, but he's just 
21 and needs more time to develop. The Devils can't enter 
next season without a ride-or-die starter. Who's it going to 
be? 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.411 
Next seven days: @ BOS (Apr. 14), vs. TOR (Apr. 16), @ 
SEA (Apr. 18), @ VAN (Apr. 19) 

There are certainly tough decisions for Ottawa to make on 
the ice. But more pressing is sorting out the franchise's 
direction following owner Eugene Melnyk's death. How does 
that process affect the hockey side? There are a number of 
people and factors involved, and coming to the right 
succession plan will be critical. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.356 
Next seven days: @ WPG (Apr. 13), vs. NJ (Apr. 16), vs. 
OTT (Apr. 18) 

Seattle hasn't invested in a high number of long-term deals. 
That leaves GM Ron Francis with not only a landslide of 
pending RFAs, but also an abundance of high draft picks to 
use. It'll be tough balancing the immediate needs of the club 
by doling out extensions with potential incoming talent, on a 
team that's still really finding its legs. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.336 
Next seven days: @ VAN (Apr. 14), @ CGY (Apr. 16), vs. 
CAR (Apr. 18) 

Jakob Chychrun: Staying or going? It's the can that keeps 
getting kicked down the road. Perhaps this summer will bring 
clarity. 
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Hurricanes Pick Up Big Divisional Win, Down Rangers 4-2 

By Brett Finger  

Loading your audio article 

The Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers met at 
Madison Square Garden on Tuesday night, with first place in 
the Metropolitan Division on the line. 

The Rangers entered the action winners of three straight 
games and seven of their previous ten, but they got sunk by 
the still-division-leading Hurricanes by a final score of 4-2. 

The action didn’t start until the early stages of the second 
period. K’Andre Miller broke the ice and put New York in 
front at 1:03 of the middle frame when he drove down the 
middle of the ice and to the front of the Rangers net. He 
tapped home a centering feed from Mika Zibanejad after 
shaking loose of Brett Pesce for his seventh goal of the 
season. 

Carolina rebounded nicely, though, and ended up getting the 
equalizer at the 13:38 mark. 

Andrei Svechnikov bounced a shot off the back of Igor 
Shesterkin’s leg and into the back of the net. It’s not what we 
usually expect from Svechnikov when he has the puck 
behind the opponent’s goal, but it certainly worked, bringing 
the game back to square one. 

The opening minutes of the third period saw the Hurricanes 
put the hammer down and put the game away. 

Just a minute into the third, the Hurricanes jumped all over a 
turnover from the Rangers at center ice. Sebastian Aho got 
the puck and fed a perfect pass to a streaking Seth Jarvis, 
who deked and roofed a goal on Shesterkin from his 
backhand to make it 2-1 and give the Canes their first lead of 
the night. 

Just under six minutes later, the Hurricanes’ Jesper Fast won 
a board battle and worked the puck back to Brady Skjei, 

whose point shot got blocked and ricocheted out to Jordan 
Staal. Staal continued his scoring tear with a wicked wrister 
from the high slot that beat Shesterkin clean. And just like 
that, Carolina had a two-goal lead. 

It wasn’t a pretty game from Rod Brind’Amour’s bunch 
through 40 minutes, but once they got the lead, they shut 
things down in impressive fashion down the stretch of the 
third period. 

They didn’t give up a single high-danger shot attempt at 5-
on-5 in the third period and dominated the total shot attempts 
before Chris Kreider deposited a rebound right in front of 
Andersen with the goalie pulled in the final 100 seconds of 
play. 

The goal was Kreider’s 50th on the season, tying him with 
Leon Draisaitl for second-most in the NHL. 

That put a little scare into the final minute of play, but the 
Hurricanes kept the Rangers at bay long enough for Aho to 
pot an empty-net goal and secure a 4-2 win on the road. 

Despite playing what was far from their best game, the 
Hurricanes did what they needed to do against the Rangers - 
win. 

In doing that, the Canes doubled their lead in the 
Metropolitan Division from two points to four. 

Carolina got multi-point games from Aho (one goal, two 
assists), Jarvis (one goal, one assist), Svechnikov (one goal, 
one assist), and Skjei (two assists) in the win while getting 
buoyed by a big performance from Frederik Andersen. He 
stopped 28 of the 30 shots he faced and kept his team within 
a goal through the second period. 

The Hurricanes will return home to take on the Detroit Red 
Wings on Thursday night before hitting the road again this 
weekend. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Skjei, Jarvis, Andersen on big win in NY 

By Brett Finger and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes picked up a huge road win in 
Madison Square Garden Tuesday night, beating the New 
York Rangers 4-2 to push their lead atop the Metropolitan 
Division to four points.  

The Canes started a bit slow but really got to their game in 
the third period, as Seth Jarvis, Jordan Staal and Sebastian 
Aho all tallied goals in the final period. Brady Skjei, in his 
return to Madison Square Garden, had two assists, joining 
Aho, Jarvis and Andrei Svechnikov with multi-point games.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Skjei, 
Jarvis and netminder Frederik Andersen spoke with 
members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the importance of the game: It’s a big game for a lot of 
players, for obvious reasons. I don’t know how big of a game 
it will end up being. It might be a big game, but we’ll take the 
two points and talk about the next game as the big one. 

On the win: We were really poor to start the game. We 
turned the puck over in our own end 12 times - on our sticks. 
That just sets up their game. We got some saves. We didn’t 
give up a ton, which was good, but it was too much in our 
zone. We had a good third period. That’s what happened. 
Freddie kept us in there and we had a good period. Tonight, 
it was good enough. 

On Jarvis enjoying the big moments and staying composed: 
He doesn’t look like a young kid. He plays above that. You 
want him to take it in. We tell him that all the time. You 
should be enjoying the moments you get in this league. You 
don’t want to dwell on it or get overwhelmed by it, but you 
certainly want to appreciate the building and the history and 
all of that, and then go out and do your job. That’s what he 
did. 

On what he was thinking while Andersen played the puck in 
the neutral zone during a delayed penalty sequence: 
(Laughs) He can’t cross the line with it, right? I’m pretty sure 
that’s the rule, so I’m hoping he knows that. It’s a pretty low-
risk play because it’s a delayed penalty. I think it was fun. It’s 
something to talk about and the boys enjoyed it, for sure. 

On the penalty kill: That’s the game in a nutshell. I think it 
was four, but it felt like ten. Every time they get one, you’re 
worried, because they are so lethal. That’s the game for me. 
If they score on that, it’s a totally different game. It was good. 
They had a couple of chances, but for the amount of time on 
the kill, I thought we did a pretty good job. 

On how the Aho line bounced back and dominated after the 
first Rangers goal: They gave up the first one because of the 
turnover, and those kill you, especially against a team like 
the Rangers. After that, it’s like, okay let's get going. They 
just did it right after that. And they have a lot of talent, so 
when they get a chance, they’ll be able to score, too. That’s 
basically what happened. 

On what made the penalty kill so effective: It’s so much to 
talk about. At the end of the day, they know what we’re trying 
to do and we know what they’re trying to do. Everybody 
knows what’s going on. It’s a matter of execution. I’m sure 
they’ll say that they didn’t execute what they wanted to do, 
and that’s the game. We’re trying to make sure they don’t get 
clean entries. I don’t think they had too many of those. That’s 
a big part of it. Faceoffs are a big part of it. We had a couple 
of good clears off the faceoff, so those things add up. And 
when you do mess up, your goalie has to make a save here 
or there. That’s basically what happened. 

Brady Skjei 

On staying calm through the tough start: I feel like we’ve 
been like that all year. If we don’t have a good start, no one 
panics. We are very confident in the way we play and the 
way our game is set up. Obviously we wanted a better start, 
but when we do have a little slower starts than we want we 
always seem to get to our game. It showed there in the third 
period.  

On the importance of this game: It was a big game, huge 
game. Especially this time of the year where two teams are 
clinched it’s maybe not the most important, but the fact that 
we’re so close in the standings and we’ve got so many guys 
on our team who were members here for a while, it was a big 
game. We’re obviously really happy in the locker room that 
we came out with the win. 

On what worked so well on the penalty kill: Just sticking with 
the way we roll. Obviously we have a lot of confidence in our 
PK right now. Throughout the year it’s been a good run, and 
we’ve just got to keep it going. It’s definitely a strength of 
ours.  

On how emotional the night was for him: Yeah, it was a lot of 
fun. It was pretty strange walking into the building and going 
the other way. But also it’s been a while since I’ve been 
traded here. It’s been almost two years, maybe over two 
years, I don’t know. It was fun. It was obviously great to win, 
but it was good to see some people around the rink that I 
haven’t seen in a long time and say hi. It was a lot of fun and 
obviously much better that we got the win. 

On winning this to put a bit more of a gap between them and 
the Rangers: It’s huge. I think these games at the end of the 
season usually have some big meaning, tonight we knew we 
were close in the standings as well as having some guys 
who played here in the past. It was a big game for us. Guys 
on the team knew that. It wasn’t the start we wanted, but I 
thought we played great in the third period and came back 
and got a big win. 

Seth Jarvis 

On if this was his first time in MSG and on scoring a goal: 
Yeah, I’ve never been to New York before, so this was sick. 
It’s an iconic stadium. I’ve watched tons of basketball and 
hockey here. To be in here — especially during morning 
skate, I was looking up at the rafters the whole time checking 
everything out — it was super cool. To score was awesome.  

On beating Igor Shesterkin one-on-one: He’s an unreal 
goaltender. I’ve talked a lot with our goaltender coach [Paul 
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Schonfelder]. He really helped me with breakaways and 
shootouts and all that kind of stuff. He gave me ideas of what 
to look for. When it’s happening that quickly you don’t want 
to think too much, so that’s just kind of the first instinct to 
pump and go backhand. It went in, and obviously it feels 
good.  

On winning with such a strong third period: Yeah, it’s really 
good. It’s kind of a testament to how we need to play the 
whole game. Obviously, we didn’t come out quite as well in 
the first two periods, but in the third period we found our 
game and really put it on them. It was nice to find that and 
come out in the third.  

On the ‘stone-cold’ celebration: I was caught in the moment. 
I scored and it was cool. Obviously, you’re not going to hear 
many cheers here, so I didn’t want everyone to hear me yell. 
So, I just kind of kept it quiet. I don’t know.  

On Andersen’s stability and making that everyone else more 
calm: 100 percent, both with him and [Antti Raanta]. We 
have total confidence in them, especially when games are 
where we’re under fire. Having those guys back there, it 
shows every night why they’re so good. Knowing you have 
that extra layer of defense down there and you don’t have to 
worry about him, it makes everyone play a little more freely 
and confidently.  

On who taught Andersen how to stickhandle: I’d say Ian 
Cole. He’s got sick hands. I think he was talking to Freddie a 
little bit.  

On what a game this big is like for him as a rookie: It’s 
awesome. It’s everything you dream of. Obviously, you’re in 
a new city every second day, so it’s cool to travel around. But 
especially now where it’s getting down to playoff time and 
games matter that much more, I think it’s really important to 
just kind of keep my head about me and not get 
overwhelmed. Especially in a game like today. Just keeping 
calm and having fun with it. It’s still hockey. It’s still the game 
I grew up playing, just on a bigger stage.  

On being able to grow the division lead: Yeah, it’s awesome. 
Everyone knew how big of a game it was coming in. So just 
to get that, like you said, extra cushion, it means a lot for us, 
especially when we’ve got nine or eight left. There’s not too 
many left, so whatever we can get to kind of widen the gap 

on them. They shrunk it pretty good, so whatever we can do 
to just building the lead on it is good.  

On if these places are intimidating to him or is it more just 
exciting: It’s so cool. I love it. It’s awesome. I think like you 
said it can be a little intimidating, but for me I think just the 
amount of games I’ve watched on TV sitting on my couch 
and now to be on the ice playing in games in this rink, it’s 
more that you can’t believe it’s happening. It’s ‘I can’t believe 
I’m out here, and I’m excited to get going.’ 

Frederik Andersen 

On his performance in the first period: I didn’t really think too 
much during the game. I just wanted to try and get ready. I 
never get to choose when I see the puck, I just have to be 
ready from the drop of the puck. They had a really good 
period and were able to capitalize on some turnover and 
sustain pressure. I thought we responded well in the second 
and third and went back at them. 

On making timely saves and managing the game: It’s always 
a good time for a save, obviously, but sometimes you have 
to manage it a little bit if you can freeze some pucks early. 
It’s something you learn throughout your career. It’s not 
always in your control what shots you get against you. As a 
goalie, you just try to see what’s coming toward you and 
react to it. 

On the penalty kill: The penalty kill has been good all year. I 
think it builds momentum in the game. Everyone wants to get 
power plays, but we have confidence that we can kill it and 
kill their confidence and momentum a little bit. We’ve shown 
that all year and it’s something we take pride in. 

On what makes the penalty kill so good: Throughout the 
year, and again tonight, I think the main thing was our 
pressure down the ice after a faceoff win and get it down 200 
feet and make them come the whole way to set up. It takes a 
lot of time to do that. And the willingness to block shots and 
keep them to the outside helps me. If they do get it in, I do 
my best. It’s worked pretty good so far. 

On visiting and playing in New York: There was a little extra 
to it. We have some guys with history here, so it was 
probably pretty emotional for them. We rallied together as a 
team and got the win for them, too. It was a fun experience. 
It was for me. I don’t think I've been here in years. It’s a 
really cool experience and a fun environment to play in. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260363300.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-take-over-in-3rd-period-extend-metro-lead-with-win-at-rangers/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/svechnikov-keeping-his-cool-while-upping-his-physicality/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-three-goal-third-pushes-canes-past-rangers-four-to-two/c-332920650 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-recap/c-332867804 

https://www.nhl.com/news/andersen-flashes-stick-skills-on-way-to-bench/c-332920634 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-frederik-andersen-jordan-staal-d6b9681a53b8868d13c1a4fd6bfc4dd1 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-sebastian-aho-igor-shesterkin-278aa10438356d16968f01ed14bddfcf 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-jakub-vrana-sebastian-aho-andrei-svechnikov-578f62be38b54992b29478e3f66d8e7a 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33725527/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-biggest-decision-every-team 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/12/23023004/carolina-hurricanes-pick-up-big-divisional-win-down-new-york-rangers-4-2-staal-svechnikov-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/12/23023026/they-said-it-brindamour-skjei-jarvis-andersen-on-big-win-in-ny-carolina-hurricanes-rangers-nhl 
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Hurricanes surge past Rangers for 4-2 victory, add to lead in Metro 
Division 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Now, they have a good one. 

Game after game through the years, the Canes came into the New York, 
into the Garden, and came away losers. Some called it the Canes’ 
“House of Horrors.” 

But that all changed Tuesday in a 4-2 Carolina victory. Rookie forward 
Seth Jarvis, who had never been to New York, much less played the 
Garden, helped change it. Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and the 
Canes captain, sudden sniper Jordan Staal, helped change it. 

Goalie Frederik Andersen, matched up against New York’s Igor 
Shesterkin in a duel of two Vezina Trophy candidates, more than did his 
part. So did the Canes’ penalty killers, who would not allow the league’s 
second-ranked power play to score on the Rangers’ four opportunities 
that Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said “seemed like 10.” 

It all added up to a complete team victory, one that gave the Canes (48-
18-8) 104 points and a four-point cushion over the Rangers in the 
Metropolitan Division with eight games left in the regular season. Both 
the Canes and Rangers have clinched playoff spots and they’ll play again 
April 26 in New York. 

“It was a big game, a huge game, especially this time of the year where 
the two teams have clinched ... and we’re so close in the standings,” said 
Canes defenseman Brady Skjei, who had two assists. “We’ve got guys 
on our team who were (Rangers players) for a while. It was a big game.” 

“There was a little extra to it,” Andersen said. “We had a lot of guys with 
some history of being here and it was pretty emotional for them. It was 
good to get the win for them, too.” 

The Rangers (47-21-6) had beaten the Canes 18 of the past 19 games at 
Madison Square Garden. If something could go wrong for the Canes, it 
usually did. 

But not Tuesday. Jarvis, building on a strong first NHL season, had a 
goal and an assist, and Aho a goal and two assists, sealing the victory 
with an empty-net score with six seconds left in regulation — Aho’s 100th 
career multi-point game. 

Aho’s goal came after the Rangers pulled Shesterkin for a sixth attacker 
and Chris Kreider scored his 50th of the season, pulling New York within 
3-2 with 1:38 remaining. The Rangers have a franchise-record 26 
comeback wins this season but the Canes did not allow another. 

Svechnikov tied the score 1-1 in the second with his 29th after his 
turnover led to New York’s first goal, by defenseman K’Andre Turner. 
From below the goal line, Svechnikov backhanded the rebound of a 
Jarvis shot off Shesterkin’s left pad and into the net. 

Jarvis scored off a backhander early in the third, flashing in on 
Shesterkin, and Staal had the game-winner at 6:42 of the period. 
Collecting a rebound between the circles, Staal turned and ripped a shot 
that like so many other in recent games found the net. 

“They raised their level and tilted the ice on us,” Kreider said of the 
Canes. 

After a hat trick Sunday against Anaheim, his first in nearly 14 years, 
Staal now has scored six goals in his past four games — that after eight 
in the first 68 games. 

“We had a great third period,” Brind’Amour said. “Freddie kept us in there 
and we had a good third period and tonight it was good enough.” 

Andersen finished with 28 saves, half of those coming in a scoreless first 
period that had the Rangers keep the puck most of the time and have 
two power plays. He also showed off some stick-handling skills during a 
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delayed penalty against New York in the second period, calmly playing 
the puck as he was skating to the bench. 

“I felt the puck came to me and I wanted to try to keep it alive,” Andersen 
said. “It was kind of a free play. Why not?” 

Brind’Amour was happy to see Andersen not cross the red line in doing 
it. He didn’t. This night, everything fell into place neatly for the Canes. 

“The boys enjoyed it,” Brind’Amour said of Andersen’s puck play but also 
summing up the game. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers game at Madison Square Garden could help decide 
NHL’s Metro division 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

On Friday night, the defenseman played almost 23 minutes in the Canes’ 
game against the New York Islanders. He spent Saturday on his couch 
watching Tiger Woods in the Masters, then was back on the ice Sunday 
against the Anaheim Ducks at PNC Arena. 

That’s the way it is this time of the NHL season. The games are 
seemingly every other day and you grab some rest whenever and 
however you can. 

“It’s good,” Pesce said Sunday. “Just playing, not much practice. Just 
going out and riding it out.” 

The Hurricanes still have nine games to ride out in the regular season, 
and have an important — and intriguing — road test Tuesday against the 
New York Rangers in Madison Square Garden. 

The Canes (47-18-8) hold a two-point lead in the Metropolitan Division 
with 102 points. The Rangers (47-20-6) are second with 100 points — 
also after 73 games — and can pull even with Carolina with a victory. 

“But the bigger picture is down the road,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
told the New York media Monday. “It’s exciting. It should be two teams 
ready to play for first place and that’s going to be really exciting. 

“We’ll see where it goes. If we have a disappointing result it’s not the end 
of the world. We’re still battling for position. You have to keep playing 
well and winning games.” 

With a playoff berth now clinched — and all but assured for months — it 
would be easy for the Canes to be counting down the days until the 
playoffs begin. Not so, Pesce said. 

“We still have tons of energy,” he said. “The way I figure it, every day in 
this league is a blessing. It’s a privilege. I don’t care what time of the year 
it is, you’re lucky to be in the National Hockey League and I try not to 
take that for granted.” 

That was said after Sunday’s morning skate. The Canes then won 5-2, 
playing one of their more complete games of the season as captain 
Jordan Staal had a hat trick. 

Pesce won’t be lacking for energy or enthusiasm Tuesday. He’s from 
Tarrytown, New York, not too far from New York City. He’s going home. 

The Canes also have all those former Rangers: defensemen Tony 
DeAngelo, Brady Skjei and Brandon Smith; and forwards Jesper Fast 
and Derek Stepan. Goalie Antti Raanta also spent two seasons with the 
Rangers and had four shutouts in 2016-17. 

Because of the pandemic and then NHL scheduling this season, the 
Canes have not played at Madison Square Garden since Dec. 27, 2019. 

That will make Tuesday’s game more meaningful for the all ex-Rangers 
returning for the first time with the Hurricanes. 

The Rangers shut out the Canes 2-0 on March 20 at PNC Arena, ending 
Carolina’s 14-game home point streak, but it took a season-high 44 
saves from goalie Alexandar Georgiev to do it. Jordan Staal and Martin 
Necas each had six shots in the game but Georgiev was at his best. 

The Rangers, who clinched a playoff spot Saturday, are 18-1-0 in the last 
19 games against Carolina at the Garden, but realize that’s all past 
history with several of the players who helped make that happen now 
wearing Canes jerseys. They’re aware that the Hurricanes again will 
bring an aggressive, attacking approach. 

“Obviously very in your face, hard forechecking,” Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba told the New York media Monday. “When they get buzzing 
around, they get buzzing around. But don’t lose your composure and 
keep a lot of it to the outside. There’s a lot rimmed pucks, a lot of wall 
battles, a lot of up and down in transition and a lot of skating. That’s how 
they play, and we can play that game.” 

News Observer LOADED: 04.13.2022 

1201045 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Tony DeAngelo returns to the Garden: What reception the ex-Ranger 
expects, why the Hurricanes are a fit and more 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

Tony DeAngelo is curious about what’s to come tonight. So are his 
Hurricanes teammates. 

“There’s been some chatter,” said Brendan Smith, who is one of four 
returning ex-Rangers making their returns to Madison Square Garden ice 
on Tuesday. “Could be no reaction, could be a weird one. We’ll have to 
see.” 

Jan. 30, 2021, was the last time DeAngelo played at the Garden, a game 
with no fans due to COVID-19 protocols. He had an ugly turnover during 
overtime, then Sidney Crosby beat Alexandar Georgiev with a long-range 
shot to end it. 

As they were coming off the ice, DeAngelo cracked to Georgiev, “Make a 
fucking save.” Georgiev took a swing, the two Rangers were separated, 
and DeAngelo, already on team probation for an incident a few weeks 
prior, was banished. (Two people present for the comment and the fight 
confirmed the details.) 

And now, he’s back with the first-place Hurricanes, ready for a game that 
may determine the Metro Division champion, with the Rangers just two 
points behind. DeAngelo leads Carolina defensemen with 10 goals, is 
averaging 19:43 per game, and the dark days of last season — when he 
went through waivers unclaimed and sat home in south Jersey all year, 
practicing with a youth team to stay in shape — seem long ago. 

“It was in the past right when it happened,” DeAngelo told The Athletic on 
Tuesday morning. “I took the brunt of it, (was) made the poster child for 
it, but everything worked out for the best. Even not getting traded last 
year, as much as I would have liked to play, that worked out because I 
got to come to Carolina. Who knows where I would have ended up if 
things worked out differently. 

“This is a perfect spot for me, I love playing for Rod (Brind’Amour). If I 
was looking around the league and (someone asked) me where could I 
go, this is the place.” 

The louder parts of DeAngelo’s presence have been muted. You don’t 
see his political or social views splashed online anymore. Some of the 
accusations about his worst behavior during his Ranger days have been 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 13, 2022 

 

debunked. He was excited to see all of his former teammates after the 
Rangers’ most recent trip to Raleigh last month and excited to see the 
Rangers fighting for first with his Hurricanes. 

He was, he said, even excited to see Jeff Gorton, the former Rangers 
general manager who was part of the decision to dismiss DeAngelo from 
the Rangers last February, get back in as vice president of the 
Canadiens. 

“You know what? I had good relationships with a lot of people here,” 
DeAngelo said. “People might not realize that and they might not say that 
now, but I was one of the first guys to text Gorts and Quinny when they 
got let go. People have a bit of a misunderstanding about me and 
Quinny. We didn’t agree on all things, but it wasn’t like we didn’t get 
along. I liked him, I think he liked me. Outside hockey, we got along really 
well. 

“You never want to see someone get fired, right? Gorts has landed back 
on his feet and I’m sure Quinny will too. I was disappointed for those 
guys because I knew what they were building here. And now you see 
them sitting there with 100 points and 10 games left.” 

By the accounts of his Hurricanes teammates and coach, DeAngelo 
hasn’t been a distraction at all this season. 

“What happened here (in New York) was, it was a tough situation,” Smith 
said. “He got the short end of the stick, in my opinion. He’s done a good 
job of putting it behind him and playing well. In our league, it’s about 
being consistent and playing well, and he’s done that. I’m proud of him 
for doing that. He’s been our X-factor. He was kind of like that in New 
York, when you saw him and Breadman (Artemi Panarin) making plays 
all over the place. It’s been a good marriage for our team.” 

“We got to know him before we got him,” Brind’Amour said. “That was 
where we did that. Once he showed up, he’s just one of the guys. It’s 
how he’s been since Day 1. I can’t say enough good things. We knew 
what kind of player he was; that was obvious. The stuff off the ice was 
just strange for me. I don’t get it. And I’ll just leave it at that.” 

The Georgiev confrontation was the last straw for DeAngelo with the 
Rangers because he’d been involved in a more minor incident with then-
assistant GM Chris Drury and Quinn after a game, according to sources. 
DeAngelo’s reputation outside the Rangers may have been one that was 
built around his outspoken Twitter presence, but inside, he had simply 
been in the middle of one too many blowups. 

Now, 14 1/2 months later, he’s back, and wondering what the reaction 
will be. “I thought a good portion of the crowd liked me when I was here,” 
he said. “I played hard for them. I played a New York-style game. But 
whatever they give me, it doesn’t matter.” 

There will surely be cheers for Jesper Fast, for Brady Skjei and for Smith, 
three Rangers who go back to the good old days of 2012 to 2017. Derek 
Stepan is scratched tonight, and Antti Raanta will back up Freddie 
Andersen, so you may not hear their names called. 

“I know what type of guy he is. He’s a great guy,” Fast said. “Hopefully 
they can see past what happened there last year. Coming here, knowing 
him from before, he’s a good guy in the room. Hopefully, he gets the 
same reception as the rest of us.” 
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Loose pucks: Thoughts on Jordan Staal's legacy, Hurricanes awards 
odds, the best 1st-round opponent and more 

 

Sara Civian 

 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal couldn’t remember when exactly he’d 
scored his last hat trick, but he knew it’d been a minute. 

“It was in Pittsburgh. I haven’t had one here,” he recalled at PNC Arena 
on Sunday after his three-goal evening propelled the Canes to a 5-2 win 
over the Ducks. “It was nice to get that tonight. It was a good effort. 
Obviously, my linemates are a big part of that. It was a fun night.” 

It was indeed Staal’s first hat trick as a Hurricane, his third ever in the 
regular season and his fourth all-time including playoffs. His last regular-
season hat trick came Nov. 11, 2008 — more than 13 years ago. And so 
he set an NHL record for longest span in between regular-season hat 
tricks at 4,898 days. 

“I was probably more pumped for him than he was for himself,” Jaccob 
Slavin said. “He’s our leader. He brings it every single night. Night in and 
night out, he’s always working hard. He cares about the game a lot. He 
cares about the guys in the locker room. I know I look up to him as a 
player and a person, so when you see guys get rewarded like that it’s 
special.” 

Staal’s new record is a nice complement to another one he happens to 
own: youngest player in NHL history to score a hat trick, at 18 years and 
153 days old. It’s funny that Staal owns both these records. It’s even 
funnier that his first hat trick isn’t the first bookend on the longest span 
record. The first was Feb. 10, 2007, the season before the longest span 
record unknowingly started. 

When I pointed out the humor in Staal holding both of these records, 
someone responded, “I wonder how many 18-year NHL veterans had 
their best goal-scoring year during their first season?” and it really had 
me thinking about the entirety of Staal’s career: the 1,085 regular-season 
games and counting, the 107 playoff games, the ’09 Cup, the Carolina 
captaincy. 

I’m sure it’s another rare NHL stat that Staal’s career high of 29 goals 
came in his 2006-07 rookie season. But it’s just as rare to have an NHL 
career spanning from 2006 to 2022 and counting. It’s rare to win the Cup, 
even rarer to have the decent impact he had on that ’09 Penguins team. 
He never eclipsed those 29 goals, but he’s had an ability to chip in and 
hover around the 20-goal mark and get his tallies when his teams have 
needed them most over the years. 

He had 22 goals in ’09, 21 in ’10, 25 in ’12, 20 in ’16, 19 in ’18, 16 in ’21. 
That type of longevity is impressive in its own right. 

I don’t think anyone would look back on Staal’s accomplishments so far 
and consider him the goal scorer he projected to be as a rookie, but 
those who have played with him have so much else to say about the 
qualities that made him essential to whatever time they shared. When we 
asked players around the league to describe Staal in three words last 
season, Cup teammate Sidney Crosby said “team player first.” It wasn’t 
the only good response. 

The book hasn’t closed on Staal’s career yet, but entering the twilight, 
those three words from Crosby might end up the crux of Staal’s legacy. 

He’s got a few other records from that sparkling rookie year: youngest 
player to score on a penalty shot, youngest player to score two short-
handed goals in one game and most short-handed goals by a rookie in 
one season. While the youngest hat trick record may just remind us that 
Staal scored a ton of goals his rookie year, the rest of those records 
offered a better hint of the career to come. When I think of Staal I think of 
consistency, two-way prowess, short-handed dirty work and a person 
everyone wants on their team. 

Staal’s new record is a bit funny, on the surface. But when you really 
think about it, it’s a testament to a career that’s been hard for folks to put 
into words. Not only has he lasted in the NHL long enough to qualify for 
this record, but he’s lasted long enough as a key member of a Cup-
contending team to actually get another hat trick. 

Loose pucks 
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• Can I tell you guys a secret? You don’t have to be worried or mad or 
whatever your bad vibe of choice is for the rest of the regular season. For 
nine games and nine games only, you can just simply observe the 
Carolina Hurricanes for funsies. You can argue that the process still 
matters (I’m sure coach Rod Brind’Amour would generally agree). And of 
course you can argue clinching home ice matters. Nothing matters more 
than the Canes staying healthy and getting some rest in these next nine 
games. But let me free you from stressing out about a defensive lapse 
here or a sloppy loss to a bad team there. We might see Brind’Amour 
audition some potential playoff line combinations, and that will be fun. 
We’re seeing Staal round out into playoff form, which is also fun, and it’d 
be fun to see more out of your Martin Necases and your Max Domis in 
these nine games. But if Sebastian Aho isn’t playing his absolute 
hardest, or if Brind’Amour isn’t unleashing Slavin and Brett Pesce for half 
the game, worry not. Let’s save our worst takes for the playoffs. 

• I always have to be worrying about something, though, so let’s tap into 
my favorite subject to worry about: potential future scenarios that haven’t 
even happened yet. Who is the ideal first-round matchup for the Canes? 
It feels like in years past there was a more concrete answer to this 
question. I’m having a harder time deciding between the options this 
season, and according to Twitter, so are you. “I don’t want them to play 
any team, personally,” and, “Probably Montreal or Arizona,” were my two 
favorite responses. You will not find a consensus if you look through that 
thread, but a frontrunner is Boston for a 2019 Eastern Conference final 
rematch. It makes sense from the Hurricanes’ perspective; they are three 
years older in a good way, where the Bruins are three years older in a 
bad way. No more Tuukka Rask. And Carolina dominated Boston in the 
regular season. “Getting rid of the demons,” as one response put it, 
“Much like Washington a few years ago, would be a major confidence 
boost if we knocked them out in the first round.” 

• Mild take of the week: Seth Jarvis is not going to win the Calder Trophy 
— there are many worthy candidates who played more minutes and 
scored more points than him this season — but I for one am excited to 
see what he can do in the playoffs and beyond. 

The tiny role might make it tough to make a Calder case for Jarvis but 
there's no doubt that this is a promising start to his career. 
#LetsGoCanes https://t.co/0V4hjas4zq pic.twitter.com/NhpDYbYyYm 

— JFresh (@JFreshHockey) April 11, 2022 

Jarvis has moved past the rookie slump (is that a thing?) with grace, and 
approaches the last nine games of the season with 13 goals and 31 
points in 59 games, and funny enough he’s got the same exact stat line 
as Staal right now in 12 fewer games. Might want to mix in a hat trick. 

• In the same vein, I’d be surprised if any Canes players won awards this 
season. I’ll bet Freddie Andersen is a Vezina finalist, but Igor Shesterkin 
ran away with that one. This is a sum-of-the-parts team, folks. We’ll see 
how far that mentality can take it in less than a month. 

• We’ll leave you with the Tweet of the week: 

I was 6… https://t.co/Z5NPZFLMK2 pic.twitter.com/gmyQ13eKTp 

— Seth Jarvis (@jarvy44) April 11, 2022 

Sara Civian is a Staff Writer for The Athletic, covering the Hurricanes. 
Before The Athletic she covered the Boston Bruins for WEEI 93.7-FM. 
She spent the five years prior at Penn State, where she served as 
managing editor for Onward State. Follow Sara on Twitter @saracivian. 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.13.2022 

1201061 Detroit Red Wings 

 

Detroit Red Wings' offense sputters again in 4-1 loss to Ottawa Senators 

 

Helene St. James  

 

It was another game in which the Detroit Red Wings were in it but 
couldn't find a way to win. 

They dropped their third and final game against the Ottawa Senators in 
three tries Tuesday at Little Caesars Arena, falling 4-1 in a game marked 
by two empty-net goals. 

Thomas Greiss made 28 saves. He was pulled with 90 seconds to play 
for an extra attacker, and Tim Stützle capitalized by scoring twice. Since 
ending a six-game losing streak last week, the Wings (28-35-10) have 
lost in overtime to Columbus, and to the Senators.  

Tyler Bertuzzi contributed his 27th goal, on a power play. The Wings 
went on a power play again with 6:20 to play in regulation, but that was 
negated after three seconds when Sam Gagner was called for 
interference.  

The Senators got big games, again, from Oxford's Josh Norris (five 
points in three games against the Wings) and Mathieu Joseph (eight 
points in three games). 

The Wings next play Thursday at Carolina. The play their second-to-last 
home game Sunday, against the Florida Panthers.  

Seconds to spare 

Greiss had a good first period, making a clutch save on Norris during a 
power play. (Norris had a hat trick when the Wings visited Ottawa on 
April 3.) Midway through the period, Greiss stopped Austin Watson (Ann 
Arbor) on a wrist shot, and twice denied Dylan Gambrell. The Wings built 
a touch of momentum when they had a power play with 4:10 to play, at 
which point the shots were 13-7 to Ottawa. The Senators didn't get a shot 
on net again until the final minute, but they made it count. Norris came up 
the left side and sent the puck to Norris, who Bertuzzi didn't try to check 
until it was too late. Watson gave the Senators the lead with 4.3 seconds 
left on the clock.  

Powering up 

The Wings went on their third power play, at 11:16 of the second period, 
when Mitchell Stephens drew a penalty from Nikita Zaitsev. Moritz Seider 
fired a shot that went wide, and the puck bounced off the end boards and 
out to the right side, where Bertuzzi hovered near the post. Bertuzzi 
redirected the puck on net. Seider picked up his 41st assist, and fellow 
rookie Lucas Raymond picked up his 33rd assist.  

Rip and tip 

The momentum built with Bertuzzi's goal didn't last but three minutes. 
Michael Del Zotto took a pass from Stützle (drafted No. 3 by the Sens in 
2020, one spot ahead of Raymond) and fed the puck to Del Zotto at the 
left point, who ripped the puck towards the net. Drake Batherson got his 
stick on it for the tip and a 2-1 lead, at 15:32. 

Contact Helene St. James at hstjames@freepress.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @helenestjames. Read more on the Detroit Red Wings and sign 
up for our Red Wings newsletter. Her book, The Big 50: The Detroit Red 
Wings is available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Triumph Books. 
Personalized copies available via her e-mail.  
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Sam Gagner sees Detroit Red Wings in 2023 playoffs, and he wants to 
be a part of it 

 

Helene St. James  
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Sam Gagner arrived at a low point for the Detroit Red Wings, and the 
growth he has seen over the past two years has him optimistic about 
next season. 

He just hopes he's a part of it. 

Gagner is on a nice roll headed into Tuesday's game against the Ottawa 
Senators, one of three remaining at Little Caesars Arena. He has four 
goals in three games, helping the Wings go 2-0-1. 

"The main thing is trying to help this group get better and that’s been my 
mindset all year," Gagner said Monday. "In order to do that, though, you 
have to put your game on the ice and you have to make sure that you’re 
leading by example. I try to have the same mindset every night. It’s not 
always going to to the way you want, but for the most part, I’ve felt pretty 
good about where my game has been at most of the year." 

Gagner has been with the Wings since February of 2020, when he was 
part of Steve Yzerman's first trade deadline as general manager of the 
Wings. Yzerman sent underperforming forward Andreas Athanasiou and 
minor-leaguer Ryan Kuffner to the Edmonton Oilers for second-round 
picks in 2020 and 2021 and Gagner. (The 2020 pick indirectly yielded 
Theodor Niederbach, and the 2021 pick was used to trade for Nick 
Leddy.) Gagner appeared in six games, and the Wings were 17-49-5 
when the NHL ended the season early because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The Wings (28-34-10) are out of the playoffs again this spring, but 
Gagner likes what he has seen, and that has weighed into why he's 
wanted to stay rather than pursue a role with a team chasing the Stanley 
Cup.  

"Winning the Cup is a really hard thing to do, a lot of things need to go 
right," Gagner said. "But I think the way we’re building, there’s a chance 
that we’re a playoff team next year. I like the fact that I’ve been a part of 
helping this team grow, and I’d like to be around for when it turns and be 
a part of helping that. Playing in this market, where hockey matters, 
there’s a rich history, it’s a great team to play for, and a great group of 
guys. Hopefully I can be around for a little bit longer." 

Gagner will be 33 next season. He has 12 goals among 28 points in 71 
games, which is quality production considering he plays around 13 
minutes a game and only sees spot duty on power plays. He's a good 
two-way player and a boon on the penalty kill, where his offensive savvy 
(he was the No. 6 pick in the 2007 draft) has led to scoring chances. 

"Sam has done a great job here of redefining himself and becoming a 
really good defensive player," coach Jeff Blashill said. "He thinks he’s got 
more offense to offer, and he’s kind of proven some of that right. I think 
the fact he’s got the number he’s got, having spent most of the time in 
not great offensive situations, that’s a huge plus for your hockey team - 
that you can have depth of scoring without having to have 18 minutes of 
ice time, without having to be on the power play, without having to play 
with the top offensive players on your team." 

Gagner's value exceeds what he contributes on the ice. He's a leader, a 
guy who, when the Wings recently had to dig themselves out of a six-
game skid, sent a message that, "when it’s going bad, it’s easy to place 
blame, it’s easy to deflect, it’s easy to get a little bit ‘woe is me’ and feel 
sorry for yourself a bit," Blashill said. " Sam’s experience and who he is 
as a person can help in those situations to one, say look in the mirror and 
two, talk about opportunities that you have ahead of you every day and 
how important those are. When you have the perspective of having gone 
through a lot of situations like Sam has, as well as the intelligence to help 
verbalize that to his teammates, it’s a real impact." 

Yzerman already has extended Gagner twice on one-year, $850,000 
deals. Gagner has this season the contributions are still there. Gagner 
has made it clear to management he'd like to stay another season and be 
a part of what he sees as a brighter future.  

"We still have a lot of room for growth, but I think for the most part, we’ve 
had younger players step into big roles and done a pretty good job of 
that," Gagner said. "We just have to keep building and keep sustaining 

that consistency level. But I like where the growth is at and I think we’re 
going to continue to build here." 

Contact Helene St. James at hstjames@freepress.com. Follow her on 
Twitter @helenestjames. Read more on the Detroit Red Wings and sign 
up for our Red Wings newsletter. Her book, The Big 50: The Detroit Red 
Wings is available from Amazon, Barnes & Noble and Triumph Books. 
Personalized copies available via her e-mail.  
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Detroit Red Wings lose to Ottawa Senators, 4-1: Game thread re 

 

Detroit Red Wings (28-34-10, 66 points) vs. Ottawa Senators (26-40-6, 
58 points) 

When: 7:30 p.m.  

Where: Little Caesars Arena. 

TV: Bally Sports Detroit. 

Radio: WXYT-FM (97.1; other radio affiliates). 

BOX SCORE 

Game notes from the Associated Press: The Red Wings are 7-11-3 
against division opponents. In their last matchup on April 3, Ottawa won 
5-2. Josh Norris recorded a team-high 3 points for the Senators. ... Dylan 
Larkin has 68 total points for the Red Wings, 31 goals and 37 assists. 
Jakub Vrana has seven goals and four assists over the last 10 games for 
Detroit. ... The Wings are 3-4-3 in their last 10 games, averaging 3.1 
goals, 5.2 assists, 3.9 penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
4.2 goals per game with an .878 save percentage. 
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NHL debut night: Michigan's Owen Power, Matty Beniers among 5 to 
jump from college to pros 

 

Nolan Bianchi, The Detroit News  

 

Washington — Three days after winning the national title with a fully 
caged helmet, Bobby Brink stepped onto the ice in the U.S. capital for his 
rookie lap with nothing on his head but a big smile. 

North of the border in the center of the hockey universe, Owen Power did 
the same in his fresh Buffalo Sabres uniform in the Toronto arena where 
he attended games as a kid. 

Brink and Power were among five players making their NHL debut 
Tuesday night, fresh off the end of the college season. Matty Beniers 
became the first Seattle draft pick to play for the expansion franchise 
when the Kraken visited the Calgary Flames, and Arizona got a double 
debut of Beijing Olympics with American Nathan Smith and Canadian 
Jack McBain in the lineup against New Jersey. 

Brink couldn't sit still two hours before warmups and couldn't stop smiling 
and fidgeting with his stick in the seconds before he went down the 
tunnel before his Philadelphia teammates. The accomplishment of 
moving so quickly from the Frozen Four to the pros with a handful of 
others wasn't lost on him. 
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“It’s definitely cool seeing other guys playing and making their debuts,” 
said Brink, who was the nation's leading scorer on the way to helping 
Denver win its ninth national title. “I imagine their situation is pretty similar 
to mine. It’s pretty special for them, too.” 

There was no easing in for either player. Power's first shift came against 
Maple Leafs stars Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner, while Brink lined 
up next to childhood hero Alex Ovechkin for the opening faceoff. 

“A guy that I watched a lot,” he said. “It’s definitely a really cool moment 
to be playing against a legend and one of the greatest players to ever 
play the game.” 

Power, from nearby Mississauga, Ontario, skated almost 20 minutes in a 
5-2 Sabres victory in front of friends and family. He was swarmed by 
them — many wearing his new No. 25 Buffalo jersey. 

Beniers tallied an assist in his debut with the Kraken, a 5-3 loss to the 
Flames. Beniers received the puck along the left-side boards and made a 
no-look, cross-ice pass to Ryan Donato, who blasted it home on a one-
timer. 

Once Kent Johnson and Michigan teammate Nick Blankenburg suit up 
for the Blue Jackets, which could come as soon as Wednesday in 
Montreal, they'll be the 10th and 11th players to skate in the NCAA and 
NHL this season. 

Boston signed free agent Marc McLaughlin and plugged him right in last 
month, and Toronto did the same with Nick Abruzzese, a fourth-round 
pick in 2019 who had become one of the Leafs' top prospects. Brink is 
the third college player to debut this spring for the Flyers after Noah 
Cates and Ronnie Attard. 

It's not uncommon for prospects to play late in the NHL season after 
they're done with college, though this year the sheer depth of talent is 
more than usual. Flyers coach Mike Yeo credits the college development 
system for this breakthrough. 

“It says a lot about college coaching that we’re seeing right now as far as 
the way that those players are developed and possibly even recruited,” 
Yeo said. “There’s great competition at the college level, and I think they 
get great coaching at that level.” 

Some of the players even got the added boost of taking part in the 
hockey tournament at the Olympics because the NHL didn't participate. 
Johnson would be the 10th Beijing Olympian to reach the NHL this 
season, joining Canada teammates Power and McBain, Beniers, Smith, 
Abruzzese, Cates and Smith from the U.S. and two veterans from 
Finland's gold medal-winning team: goaltender Harri Sateri and 
defenseman Petteri Lindbohm. 

USA Hockey taking 15 college players to Beijing made it likely a lot of 
them would reach the NHL, but five this quickly is impressive, and 
Matthew Knies could make it six if he signs with Toronto. 

“Super special,” Cates said. “We had a really fun group over there. Kind 
of expected it with just how good all these players were. Obviously really 
happy for all those guys and it’ll be fun to watch for years to come and 
play against these guys.” 
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'Too many guys looking for offense': Ottawa completes season sweep of 
Wings 

 

Ted Kulfan  

 

Detroit — The Red Wings had a lot of problems with numerous teams 
this season, but the Ottawa Senators proved particularly troublesome. 

The Senators completed the three-game season sweep, all the games in 
a matter of 11 days, Tuesday with a 4-1 victory. 

Ottawa's Drake Batherson redirected a shot at 15 minutes, 32 seconds of 
the second period, breaking a 1-1 tie, and Tim Stutzle scored two empty-
net goals in the final minute to clinch the outcome. 

"We didn't play right in terms of sometimes you want to win and you start 
hoping you get the puck, and you cheat for offense a little bit," coach Jeff 
Blashill said. "It wasn't lack of urgency, but not playing the right way in 
terms of making sure you're playing from the defensive side and we 
didn't have the puck as much." 

Tyler Bertuzzi (power play) scored his 27th goal at 11:16 of the second 
period, tying the game, and seemingly sparking the Wings. 

But Batherson redirected a Michael Del Zotto shot from the sideboards 
past goaltender Thomas Greiss (28 saves), sending the Wings (28-35-
10) to another defeat. 

"We got the crowd going and start getting into it and then it gets quiet 
again," said defenseman Marc Staal of the quick turnaround. "It's tough 
to give up momentum after scoring a power-play goal." 

The Wings have won only twice in the last 10 games (2-5-3). 

For the Wings, this game opened the final 10-game segment of the 
regular season, a stretch that'll see the Wings played seven games 
against playoff teams. Ottawa and New Jersey (two games) are the lone 
teams in the batch of games that aren't headed to the playoffs. 

"We have to play some elite teams, but that's part of playing in the NHL, 
you have to show up every day, be consistent and have the same work 
ethic and preparation no matter who you're playing," Staal said. "That's 
our job." 

Ottawa goalie Anton Forsberg stopped 24 shots, as the Senators (27-40-
6) ended a three-game losing streak. 

BOX SCORE: Senators 4, Red Wings 1 

The Senators opened the scoring with just five seconds left in the first 
period. 

Ann Arbor native Austin Watson scored his eighth goal, second against 
the Wings this season, beating Greiss from the hashmark. 

Oxford native Josh Norris found Watson trailing on a three-on-three and 
Watson converted, putting the Senators on the board. 

The goal wasn't a backbreaker — the Wings were arguably the better 
team in the second period - but it did put the Wings in a hole on a play 
that shouldn't have happened. 

"It's a goal on the board," Blashill said. "It's a goal on the board you have 
to fight to overcome and with 14 seconds left, the puck was behind the 
net. You can't give those up." 

Bertuzzi tied the game with his 27th goal, on the power play. Moritz 
Seider's shot from the point bounded off the end board straight to 
Bertuzzi at the side of the net. Bertuzzi quickly converted the put back 
before Forsberg had time to get to the post. 

Blashill has been pleased with the way the Wings have responded to 
recent games, after the long winless streak and that continued Tuesday. 

"We had enough chances in the first, gave up the late goal and that's 
disappointing, but in the second (period) we probably had the better 
shifts," Blashill said. "In the third, they ground us down, that's where 
territorially we played too much defensive-zone coverage, so you're not 
creating enough. 
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"Tonight was not as good as the last few games in terms of stopping on 
pucks, being strong on the puck. We had too many guys looking for 
offense." 
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Red Wings faced with brisk, busy end to regular-season schedule 

 

Ted Kulfan  

 

Detroit — The Red Wings are going to play a lot of hockey until the NHL 
regular season ends on April 29.  

Beginning with Tuesday's game against Ottawa, the Wings will play 10 
games in the final 18 days, a brisk pace that would test any team. 

Finding that balance between rest and energy to be ready to play will be 
crucial. 

"We have a lot of games against some highly explosive teams," said 
coach Jeff Blashill, noting the difficulty of the schedule, with seven of the 
10 games against playoff teams. "We're going to have to have great 
energy. It will be tested and we have to make sure we have that balance. 

"If our structure isn't good, then we're not going to have enough success. 
And if our energy isn't any good, we won't have success. So we're going 
to have to have that balance. 

"We, like a lot of teams, have a lot of tests in front of us. Every team goes 
through different stretches and this will be a whirlwind stretch." 

This late in the season — really, any part of the season — players 
generally prefer to play games rather than practice. That could be in the 
NHL, college, junior, or youth level of hockey. 

Games are what players want to participate in, which will make this 
dizzying stretch a little more bearable. 

"Players get to this point in the game and they'd rather play than practice, 
that's the reality," Blashill said. "Whether that's right or wrong is up to 
debate, but 99.9% of the guys would rather play. The games are what 
they certainly get up for and what they get excited about.  

"Hopefully that helps. You'd like to have that perfect balance in your 
schedule where you get a little bit of both (playing and practice). But the 
reality is, you're not going to." 

This NHL regular season has been unique in many ways and has 
presented all 32 teams with unforeseen challenges. 

There was a three-week break built in during February for the NHL's 
participation in the Winter Olympics. 

But an aggressive COVID-19 outbreak in November and December 
postponed a large number of games. It forced the NHL to look toward 
that three-week window as a place to play those games and cancel any 
Olympic participation. 

But regardless of that situation, the original schedule made for a busy 
slate around that three-week segment in February and forced a 
particularly busy end to the schedule for many teams. 

"There were some unique challenges this year that we've faced, and the 
league," said Blashill, noting the Olympic break. "That didn't happen, and 
ultimately we have a number of COVID cancellations and it made 
everyone's schedule a little bit different and presented some unique 
challenges. 

"The NHL schedule is always unique and is different than any other 
league. This year has been that much more because of the challenges 

we've faced. We had stretches when we didn't play at all and practiced a 
bunch, and stretches like this where it's been a bit of a whirlwind.  

"But every team has faced it and you have to maximize those 
challenges." 

On the upswing 

The Wings and Pistons are finishing promising seasons, with obvious 
development. The Tigers have just started their schedule, with 
excitement over an apparently improved roster. 

The Lions have the NFL Draft upcoming and the potential for better days 
ahead. 

It's a good time to be a sports fan in Detroit. 

"The potential to be great," Blashill said of the immediate future of the 
four pro sports organizations. "Each organization has to continue to do 
lots of work, we all have lots of work ahead of us, but I do think each 
organization can point to a direction we all think we're headed.  

"It would be cool if ultimately the four major sports teams all have great 
success at the same time." 

Each of the four teams pretty much entered a rebuilding phase at 
generally the same time. What each of the four showed is rebuilds can't 
be done quickly. 

"It does take time," Blashill said. "The organizations have done a good 
job of doing it the right way and hopefully we can all have success at the 
same time." 
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Red Wings fall to Senators, who complete season series sweep 

 

By Ansar Khan 

 

DETROIT – Anton Forsberg made 24 saves Tuesday and the Ottawa 
Senators defeated the Detroit Red Wings 4-1 at Little Caesars Arena to 
complete a season series sweep. 

It was Ottawa’s third win in 12 days vs. Detroit. 

Tyler Bertuzzi scored the Red Wings’ lone goal, on the power play. 
Thomas Greiss made 28 saves. 

Trailing 2-1 with 6:20 remaining in the third period, the Red Wings 
appeared to have a good opportunity to tie it when Erik Brannstrom was 
penalized for closing his hand on the puck. But the power play lasted 
only three seconds before Sam Gagner was whistled for interference. 

Tim Stutzle scored a pair of empty-net goals to close it out, the first with 
1:05 remaining to seal the outcome. 

The Red Wings dropped to 28-35-10. Ottawa (27-40-4) snapped a three-
game losing streak. 

The Red Wings converted on their third power play of the night to tie it at 
1-1 at 12:27 of the second period. 

Bertuzzi was in the right place at the right time, parked by the side of the 
net, when he fired in a rebound off the back boards of a shot from Moritz 
Seider. It was Bertuzzi’s 27th goal. 

Ottawa regained the lead at 15:32. Drake Batherson won an offensive-
zone face-off from Dylan Larkin, went to the net front and deflected in a 
point shot from Michael Del Zotto. 
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Austin Watson opened the scoring with 4.3 seconds remaining in the first 
period. 

Watson was the trailer on a rush, receiving a pass from Josh Norris and 
firing in a shot from the slot. 
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Red Wings seek to avoid season series sweep by Senators 

 

By Ansar Khan  

 

Contain Josh Norris and stay out of the penalty box are two of the keys 
for the Detroit Red Wings tonight as they face Ottawa at Little Caesars 
Arena (7:30, Bally Sports Detroit), looking to avoid being swept in the 
season series by the Senators. 

Ottawa won back-to-back games vs. Detroit April 1-3, both 5-2, in 
matchups between teams that have been eliminated from playoff 
contention. The games were closer than the score indicates as the 
Senators scored three empty-net goals. 

“In the first two we didn’t play great, but we could have won either game,” 
Red Wings coach Jeff Blashill said. “We were in position going into the 
third period. We had plenty of chances to win the hockey game. 

“I like our game better today than when we went into those games. I think 
we’ve shown much better sacrifice, much better commitment to winning 
the last three games. Even the last one, losing in overtime (5-4 vs. 
Columbus), I thought the commitment to winning was much better.” 

Oxford native and University of Michigan product Josh Norris recorded 
his first career hat trick in the April 1 game and scored in the rematch. He 
has six goals in the past six games, 14 goals in 20 games after missing 
more than a month with an injury and leads Ottawa with 32 goals. 

The Red Wings, 2-0-1 in their past three, are stressing discipline after 
being shorthanded 16 times the past four games (they killed 15 
penalties). Ottawa is 7 for 25 on the power play in its past seven games. 

“They have a really good stretch game where they can get behind you, 
so we have to make sure we’ve not giving up rush chances against,” 
Blashill said. “Their power play is starting to feel its way. We got to stay 
out of the box.” 

Red Wings projected lines and defense pairings: 

Tyler Bertuzzi-Dylan Larkin-Lucas Raymond 

Jakub Vrana-Pius Suter-Filip Zadina 

Oskar Sundqvist-Joe Veleno-Michael Rasmussen 

Adam Erne-Mitchell Stephens-Sam Gagner 

Danny DeKeyser-Moritz Seider 

Marc Staal-Filip Hronek 

Jake Walman-Gustav Lindstrom 
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Ottawa Senators vs. Detroit Red Wings - NHL (4/12/22) | Faceoff, How to 
Watch, Preview 

 

By Tyler Kuehl  

 

Following a tough overtime loss at home on Saturday night, the Detroit 
Red Wings look to bounce back and pick up their first win of the season 
against the Ottawa Senators when the two teams meet on Tuesday. 

Detroit comes into their third home in four contests on Tuesday having 
broken their little two-game win streak following a loss to the Columbus 
Blue Jackets on Saturday. That pushes the Wings to a 2-2-1 record in 
the month of April, while still sitting fifth in the Atlantic Division, just three 
points ahead of the Buffalo Sabres. 

Watch the Detroit Red Wings on DirecTV Stream 

Despite falling behind to the Blue Jackets in the latter half of the contest, 
Detroit railled late in the game thanks to goals from captain Dylan Larkin 
and Jakub Vrana, who ended up having two goals in the game. Yet, it 
was not enough as Jack Roslovic scored in the extra session to give 
Columbus the 5-4 victory. 

The Senators come to town for the second time this season, and second 
time less than two weeks. They have since been eliminated from playoff 
contention, with just 58 points placing them seventh in the Atlantic, and 
13th in the Eastern Conference. They do have Detroit’s number this 
season, having won a home-and-home at the beginning of the month 
with a pair of 5-2 scores. 

Check out more stories about the Detroit Red Wings here on MLive 

What: NHL Hockey 

Who: Ottawa Senators (26-39-6) vs. Detroit Red Wings (28-34-10) 

When: Tuesday, April 12 

Time: 7:30 p.m. ET 

Where: Little Caesars Arena (Detroit, Mich.) 

Channel: Bally Sports Detroit 

Stream: DirecTV Stream 
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Avalanche signs Minnesota State free agent Wyatt Aamodt 

 

Mike Chambers  

 

The Avalanche signed NCAA free agent Wyatt Aamodt on Tuesday to a 
one-year contract for the 2022-23 season. The former Minnesota State 
standout will immediately report to the AHL’s Colorado Eagles on an 
amateur tryout contract. 

Aamodt, 24, finished his senior season at Minnesota State in Saturday’s 
5-1 loss to the University of Denver in the NCAA championship game in 
Boston. The 5-foot-10, 200-pound blueliner served as team captain and 
produced 12 points (six goals) and a team-high 56 blocked shots in 41 
games. 

Aamodt, from Hermantown, Minn., finished his four-year college career 
with 29 points (10 goals) in 123 games. 
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As season winds down, here are 5 reasons to keep watching Coyotes 
despite win-loss record 

 

As the Coyotes’ season winds down to a handful of games, the on-ice 
product hasn’t been easy to watch. 

It wasn’t when the season started — an 11-game losing streak let 
everyone know, if they didn’t before, that tough times were ahead — and 
it isn’t now, with several of the Coyotes' top players out with injuries and 
a roster full of AHL call-ups trying their best to make an impression on 
the coaching staff and front office. 

The Coyotes could end up exactly where many observers thought when 
the season ends, however, and that in itself could make them worth 
following to the end. The worst record in the NHL is in their grasp, and it 
would give them more chances to win the NHL Draft lottery. 

Rebuilds are hard. For teams, fans and for selling tickets. The Coyotes 
made no secret in announcing their intention to restock the organization 
with draft picks with the plan of  developing young talent into a Stanley 
Cup contender, but that will take time. Arizona is 22-45-5, its 49 points 
going into Tuesday night's game against the New Jersey Devils the 
lowest total in the NHL. 

The remaining nine games, including the final five games ever for the 
Coyotes at Gila River Arena, will be played this month. Here are four 
more reasons, besides tracking their to keep watching the Coyotes the 
rest of the way, even though they gave up at least five goals in five of 
their last seven games and were outscored 27-4 in those five losses. 

The future 

The roster figures to look different next season with the departure of 
perhaps some of those players whose contracts will expire after this 
season. That opens the door for prospects to play at the NHL level, 
which is already happening now. 

"Still got to do the job. You're playing for a job, you're playing for 
contracts, you've got to get up and play. It's your job," defenseman 
Shayne Gostisbehere said. "You can't just wake up one morning and say 
'I don't want to do it. There's still stuff to play for and a lot of pride, and 
we're lucky to be doing what we're doing in the NHL." 

Of course, the Coyotes would be easier to watch if All-Star Clayton Keller 
didn't suffer a season-ending broken leg last month, and if two of their 
best players who have yet to reach their primes, Jakob Chychrun and 
Lawson Crouse, were healthy. There's a chance that all will not play in 
another game this season.  

Keller and Crouse figure to be back next season, while Chychrun could 
be offered up for an offseason trade, but at a high asking price.  

Eight players listed on the roster Tuesday afternoon have spent time at 
AHL Tucson this season and a few more got callups before being sent 
back down. Then there are forwards Jack McBain and Nathan Smith, 
who were expected to make their NHL debuts on Tuesday, both right out 
of college hockey.  

Apr 9, 2022; Las Vegas, Nevada, USA; Arizona Coyotes center Barrett 
Hayton (29) celebrates with left wing Michael Carcone (53) after scoring 
a goal against the Vegas Golden Knights during the first period at T-
Mobile Arena. 

Among the former Roadrunners, center Barrett Hayton has seen his most 
extensive NHL playing time and is only 21, with career highs of 18 points 
and 50 games played this season. Forward Matias Maccelli was having a 
big year offensively in Tucson before being brought up, defenseman JJ 
Moser has turned out to be a good find in last offseason's draft, though 
he missed 12 games recently due to injury, and defenseman Dysin Mayo 
has played a lot of minutes this season and was rewarded with a three-
year contract.  

Karel Vejmelka, a rookie despite major experience in Europe, earned a 
longer-term contract with his goaltending after not being expected to 
make the NHL roster out of training camp. 

"It's the things that have been there the entire season," Coyotes 
President and CEO Xavier Gutierrez said. "When you see them on the 
ice in a game, you can't tell the record. We're going to compete every 
night. It's a team that gives it their all every night. You have an exciting 
group of young players that are starting their careers." 

Gutierrez noted that the team's marquee players — Keller, Crouse, and 
the healthy and productive Nick Schmaltz  — had or are having great 
seasons and their production went up in the structure that head coach 
André Tourigny has built.  

Forward Nick Ritchie, 26, was picked up in a trade a month before the 
NHL trade deadline. He has eight goals and three assists in 20 games 
with the Coyotes.  

"Hopefully I can keep having success, keep playing the same way and 
keep improving and getting even better," Ritchie said. "Feel good about 
coming back next year with an opportunity to grow with this team and try 
to make the playoffs next year." 

Saying goodbye 

If the hockey product isn’t what gets people to the arena, maybe 
nostalgia can. There have been some good times for the franchise at 
Gila River Arena, from NHL mainstays who had lengthy stints as Coyotes 
players (Keith Yandle, Oliver Eckman-Larsson, Radim Vrbata) to playoff  
“White Outs” to a run to the Western Conference finals in 2012 to Shane 
Doan and his long and treasured career that culminated in an emotional 
jersey retirement.  

Fans cheer after the Arizona Coyotes scored against the Los Angeles 
Kings in the second period on Apr. 2, 2019 at Gila River Arena in 
Glendale, Ariz. 

Time is running out to see the Coyotes in Glendale, and a trip to the 
arena is chance for a walk down memory lane. The team moves to 
ASU’s multipurpose arena next season. It certainly hasn’t been a walk in 
the park over the course of 19 years in Glendale and the organization 
has gone through a lot, but the building was home. 

Gutierrez said there will be a tribute and thanks for all of the time at Gila 
River Arena.  

"There have certainly been many moments, and we want to make sure 
that we give thanks," he said. "We will absolutely pay tribute to all that." 

The other guys 

The Coyotes play some teams with some of the top names in the NHL 
this month. Alex Ovechkin and the Washington Capitals are in town April 
22, which is also Chychrun's bobblehead night. 

Carolina Hurricanes All-Stars Sebastian Aho and goalie Frederik 
Andersen are in town on April 18. The Chicago Blackhawks aren't playoff 
bound, but they are traditionally a big draw in the Phoenix metro are and 
will play at Gila River Arena April 20. The St. Louis Blues, bound for 
postseason, and the Nashville Predators finish things up; the Predators 
are currently a wild card team. 

Nashville will be the last visiting team at Gila River Arena.  

"You want to be a proud team and a proud organization and fight every 
game and make it really tough on your opponent," Tourigny said. "We 
know we won't be in the playoffs, but at the same time we want to find 
the same urgency, the same determination, the same pride." 

The promotions 

—On April 18, those who came to the April 1 game expecting to pick up a 
Coyotes hat designed by a local artist, Lucinda “La Morena,” can get their 
hats in person if they selected that option. 
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—It’s Marvel Night and the Chychrun (as Thor) bobblehead will be a hot 
giveaway item on April 22 against the Capitals. 

—April 23 is another hat giveaway, as artist Stormy Nesbit’s tribute to the 
Black community is planned. 

—And on April 29, it’s Fan Appreciation Night and the farewell to Gila 
River Arena. 

Get in touch with Jose Romero at Jose.Romero@gannett.com. Find him 
on Twitter at @RomeroJoseM. 
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Arizona Coyotes ink forward Nathan Smith to 2-year entry-level contract 

 

JAKE ANDERSON 

 

The Arizona Coyotes on Monday announced the signing of forward 
Nathan Smith to a two-year entry-level contract. 

Smith was acquired by the Coyotes from the Jets on March 21 after 
being drafted by Winnipeg in the third round (No. 91 overall) of the 2018 
NHL Draft. 

Arizona general manager Bill Armstrong told reporters that Smith would 
be making his NHL debut against the New Jersey Devils at Gila River 
Arena on Tuesday. 

“We are very pleased to sign Nate to a two-year contract,” Armstrong 
said in a press release. 

“Nate was one of the best forwards in the NCAA this season and helped 
lead Minnesota State to the Frozen Four championship game. We are 
very excited to have him join our organization.” 

The 23-year-old forward recorded 50 points (second-most in NCAA) on 
19 goals and 31 assists (tied for third) in 38 games for Minnesota State 
this season — good enough to see Smith finish as a Hobey Baker top 10 
finalist. 

He was also named the Central College Hockey Association’s 2021-22 
Forward of the Year and selected as First Team All-CCHA while finishing 
second on the team in goals and tied for the lead in assists. 

In his 101-game college career, the 6-foot-1, 185-pound Smith amassed 
102 points (37 goals, 65 assists). 

Smith also represented Team USA at the 2022 Winter Olympics where 
he scored one goal and notched one assist for two points. 

“It’s been a pretty quick turnaround,” Smith told reporters on Monday. 
“Everything is just coming at me really fast, but I’m excited to be here, for 
tomorrow and to get everything going.” 

The Coyotes host the Devils on Tuesday night at 7 p.m. on ESPN 620 
AM / 98.7 FM HD-2. 

Follow @jwa1994 
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Down Goes Brown: Does the NHL have a loser point or a bonus point? 
Here’s why it’s not just a question of semantics 

 

Sean McIndoe 

 

This piece is about a debate, and debates can get contentious, so let’s 
start with the part we can all agree on. Everything in this next paragraph 
is indisputably true, and no reasonable person would argue with even 
one word of it. 

The NHL’s standings system sucks. It’s ridiculous that a professional 
sports league gives out more points for some games than others, 
especially when those points are awarded in a way that encourages 
teams to play it safe and keep it close instead of trying to win outright. 
The league says they do this to keep the playoff races closer, but the 
system very clearly doesn’t actually do that, and is really about inflating 
everyone’s records so that the GMs who vote on this stuff can look like 
they’re having success they haven’t earned. Maybe the system made 
some small amount of sense in 1999 when the league was overrun with 
ties, but the shootout ended that issue. Today, these extra points are 
dumb and awful and embarrassing, a symptom of a league that’s more 
interested in coddling the egos of the old boys club in charge than on 
delivering a product that makes sense. The best time to change the 
system was 17 years ago. The second-best time is right now. 

Everyone nodding along? Of course you are. Now comes the contentious 
part. 

What exactly is that extra point the NHL gives out for some games and 
not others? 

No really, which one is it? When a game ends in regulation, the winning 
team gets two points in the standings and the loser gets nothing, for a 
total of two. But if the game goes to overtime, it magically becomes worth 
three points, with the winner still getting two and the loser now getting 
one. A new one has been created. But which of those three points is it? 

If your answer is “it doesn’t matter” then you’re wrong, and we’ll get to 
that. For the rest of us, there are two camps to choose from. 

The first is Team Loser Point, whose argument goes something like this: 
The winning team in an NHL game gets two points. It’s always been that 
way, from the very first night way back in 1917, making it one of the very 
few things about this league that has never changed. You win, you get 
two points. What’s new is that you can now also get a point for losing, 
which had never been the case for the league’s first eight decades. 
When a game ends in overtime or a shootout, the winning team gets the 
same two points as always, while the new third point goes to the losers. 
Look at the league’s own standings page, and find the column for a 
team’s one-point games. It’s OTL, and the L stands for loss. It’s clearly a 
loser point. What are we even arguing about here? 

That all makes sense until you get to the second view, which we’ll call 
Team Bonus Point. These fans will tell you that you’ve got it all wrong. 
Sure, the winner of an NHL game has always earned two points, but 
there wasn’t always a winner. For decades, the NHL had ties, and when 
those happened each team got one point. The current system is just a 
continuation of that one, where two teams who are tied after regulation 
have each earned a single point. Then they go into overtime and the 
shootout, which are both gimmicks that bear only a passing resemblance 
to real hockey, and they play for the extra point. Nobody’s getting a loser 
point, because an overtime/shootout loss isn’t really losing. Regulation 
ends in a tie, both teams get the single point they’ve earned, and then 
they play quasi-hockey to decide who gets the extra one, as a bonus. 

You know which of those two arguments you buy into, and my guess is 
that you feel very strongly about it. 

I do. I’m on Team Loser Point all the way, and have been for a very long 
time. But today’s post isn’t about convincing you that I’m right, or that 
Team Bonus Point should change how they talk about this topic. (I am, 
and they should.) It’s about a piece of this debate that a lot of fans seem 
to miss. It’s about how this argument, unlike so many of the ones that 
hockey fans spend their days fighting over, is actually important. And 
that’s because your view of the loser point vs. bonus point debate can 
change your entire perception of teams. 

To illustrate why, let’s take a look at two teams. We’ll disguise their 
identity to keep your bias from kicking in, but we’ll describe them 
accurately. 
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Team A has played 56 games, and they’ve only won 23 of them, losing 
33. But they’ve been visited by the loser point fairy in 14 of those losses, 
meaning that in the alternate reality of the NHL’s standings page, they 
can claim that they’re well over .500 even though they’ve lost 10 more 
games than they’ve won. Thankfully, even that inflated record has them 
just outside a playoff spot. But only barely — they’re just a few points 
back of a team that’s won 31 games but has only two loser points. It goes 
without saying that it would be a total joke if Team A made the playoffs, 
especially over a team with eight more wins, but that’s what the loser 
point sometimes does. It can make teams like Team A look like they’re 
contenders, or at least vaguely competitive, when they’re very obviously 
bad. 

Team B has also played 56 games, and they’ve gone to overtime in 20 of 
them. There’s something to be said for keeping it close, but their luck 
runs out once regulation ends. In overtime and the shootout, they’ve won 
just six times out of those 20 games. But of course, the shootout isn’t real 
hockey, and three-on-three is only marginally better. This team is 
basically breaking even in regulation, when we’re playing the game the 
way it’s supposed to be played. But because they’re having bad luck in 
the coin flip competitions, they’re going to miss the playoffs. Give them 
even a 50/50 split of those luck-based outcomes that history tells us don’t 
actually measure a team’s skill, and Team B would be tied for a playoff 
spot. But despite a playoff-worthy record in regulation, their season goes 
down the tubes because they’re getting screwed over by randomness 
once the NHL’s dumb tiebreaker gimmicks kick in. 

The twist here, as you’ve probably guessed, is that Team A and Team B 
are the same team. The 2020-21 Dallas Stars, to be exact. They finished 
23-19-14, leading the league in loser points, but were four points back of 
the Predators for the final playoff spot in the Central after Nashville went 
10-2 in games that went to overtime. 

Were the Stars a bad team helped by a loser point, or a decent one hurt 
by the bonus point? 

You can do this for lots of teams, in both directions. This year’s Islanders 
are fake .500 because they have nine loser points, unless they’re 
secretly good because they’ve earned just two of 11 possible bonus 
points. The Canucks are only in the playoff race because they have 
double-digit loser points, unless they’re only out of the race because their 
record is bad once regulation ends and luck kicks in. Oh, and this year’s 
version of the Stars are the opposite of last year’s, because they’re a 
legitimately good team whose record is weighed down by a league-low 
four loser points, except maybe having 14 of 18 bonus points means 
they’re actually just lucky. Pick your team, then pick your narrative. 

The loser vs. bonus debate matters. In extreme cases, it changes 
everything. So, what’s the right answer? 

Here’s the frustrating part: It’s possible that there really isn’t one. It’s 
both, and neither, at the same time. 

It’s a loser point because, well, the losing team gets a point. Despite what 
some will tell you, the NHL doesn’t award any points at the end of 
regulation, and it’s possible to lose in overtime without getting a point at 
all, so we don’t divide up the points until the game actually ends. Once it 
has, the winner gets their typical two and the loser gets the ridiculous 
one. So … loser point. 

But it’s also a bonus point, because that’s clearly how NHL teams are 
treating it. Getting a close game into overtime is a key part of every 
team’s strategy, which is obvious when you watch even dynamic 
offensive teams slow it down and play it safe in the third period. They’re 
playing to lock up one point, then opening it back up to get the extra one. 
You know, the bonus point. 

By the way, this is also why those alternate-universe standings you see 
sometimes don’t really tell us anything. What would the standings look 
like if we didn’t use this current format? We have no idea, because the 
status quo is fundamentally shaping how teams play the games. If we 
encouraged teams to actually try to win, then of course things would be 
different. We just don’t know how different. 

The real answer here comes back to the point we all agreed on at the 
beginning: This whole system needs to go. The fact that we can even 
have this loser vs. bonus debate, and that it can have so much impact on 
how we view the seasons these teams are having, is more than enough 

reason to scrap the whole thing. There are three other major men’s pro 
sports leagues in North America, and none of them get into this 
nonsense. The rare NFL tie aside, the other leagues are all about wins 
and losses, not philosophical arguments over the meaning of the word 
“point.” 

The NHL should do the same. But it doesn’t seem to want to, for obvious 
reasons: The only people who benefit from the current system are the 
same 32 guys who’d have to vote on changing it. Today’s standings 
might be bad for the fans, and for the quality of the product, but it’s great 
for the GMs who get to tell their gullible owners that they’re over .500 
even though they’ve built a losing team. That’s it. That’s the whole 
reason we’re stuck with this nonsense. Any other justification falls apart 
as soon as you think about it for more than a few seconds, which the 
NHL just assumes you won’t bother to do. 

Someday, the system will be changed, whether it’s to the 3-2-1-0 or 
something else. As soon as that happens, we’ll all wonder what took us 
so long. And we’ll get retroactively angry whenever we look back at a few 
decades of screwed-up standings and inflated records. 

Until then, we’re stuck with the loser vs. bonus debate, and how it 
impacts the way we view the teams around the league. Unfortunately, the 
debate isn’t one that any of us can actually win. Then again, this is the 
NHL, and even the losers sometimes have a point. 

Sean McIndoe has been a senior NHL writer with The Athletic since 
2018. He launched Down Goes Brown in 2008 and has been writing 
about hockey ever since, with stops including Grantland, Sportsnet and 
Vice Sports. His book, The Down Goes Brown History of the NHL, is 
available in book stores now. Follow Sean on Twitter 
@DownGoesBrown. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - State of the Metropolitan 
Division title race 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

After a one-game slate Monday night, there are considerably more 
games on tap for hockey fans Tuesday night -- 14 of them, in fact, 
including a double-header on ESPN: Philadelphia Flyers at Washington 
Capitals at 7 ET, followed by Tampa Bay Lightning at Dallas Stars at 
9:30 ET. There's another game that has garnered our attention: the 
Carolina Hurricanes paying a visit to the New York Rangers (7 ET, 
streaming live for out-of-market ESPN+ subscribers). 

For a while this season, the Canes' lead atop the Metropolitan Division 
appeared quite cushy. But unlike the Central, Pacific and Atlantic 
divisions, the Metro crown appears to be in play during the next fortnight 
and change. With both the Hurricanes and Rangers having played 73 
games, the Canes hold a 102-100 lead in standings points, and a 41-39 
edge in regulation wins. MoneyPuck projections give the Canes a 79.8% 
chance of winning the division, while the Rangers' chances are 19.9%, by 
far the highest of any second-place team. 

The teams have split their two games thus far this season, and after 
tonight they'll play again on April 26. Of the other games on their 
respective schedules, the Canes will face just one other playoff-bound 
team (the Colorado Avalanche on Saturday), and six games against five 
likely lottery teams (the Detroit Red Wings, Arizona Coyotes, Winnipeg 
Jets, New York Islanders and the New Jersey Devils twice). The Rangers 
get two likely playoff-bound teams (the Boston Bruins on April 23 and the 
Capitals on April 29), along with five games against likely lottery teams 
(the Flyers, Red Wings, Jets, Islanders and Montreal Canadiens). 

The winner of this race will likely match up against the first wild card in 
their first-round series (currently the Bruins), while the other will draw the 
No. 3-seeded Metro team (currently the Pittsburgh Penguins). 
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As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market games available to stream on 
ESPN+. 

St. Louis Blues at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 

Buffalo Sabres at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. 

Anaheim Ducks at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 

Philadelphia Flyers at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. (ESPN) 

Ottawa Senators at Detroit Red Wings, 7:30 p.m. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at New York Islanders, 7:30 p.m. 

Edmonton Oilers at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. 

San Jose Sharks at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m. 

Los Angeles Kings at Chicago Blackhawks, 8:30 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Calgary Flames, 9 p.m. 

Tampa Bay Lightning at Dallas Stars, 9:30 p.m. (ESPN) 

Vegas Golden Knights at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 

New Jersey Devils at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Winnipeg Jets 4, Montreal Canadiens 2 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. BUF (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 
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Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ CBJ (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 7 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. MTL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

x - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 110 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. LA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 
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Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 11 

Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 27 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 85% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 11 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 10 

Next game: vs. SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ CHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 58% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 55% 

Tragic number: 16 
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Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 9% 

Tragic number: 12 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 11 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 10 

Next game: @ CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

4. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 17 

5. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

7. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 15 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 20 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 66 

Regulation wins: 17 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 23 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 75 

Regulation wins: 31 

14. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 29 

15. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 32 
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ESPN / Meredith Lang is making the State of Hockey more inclusive 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 13, 2022 

 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

Meredith Lang was a hockey enthusiast. 

She liked the game well enough to play in high school but left it behind to 
pursue a track and field career that carried her to the 2004 U.S. Olympic 
trials. 

Life rolled on. Hockey morphed into distant memory. Then, Lang had two 
daughters. And as tends to happen, those kids changed everything. 

It started with Lang's then-6-year-old, Aubrey, announcing she wanted to 
play hockey. That request took Lang back to her own playing days as the 
only Black girl lacing up skates and unexpectedly ignited a passion that 
would change the course of several futures. 

"I thought I was going to have a track runner [for a kid], not a hockey 
player," Lang told ESPN recently. "But when Aubrey said she wanted to 
play, I tried to figure out how to get her into the hockey space." 

Though Aubrey was enjoying the sport, it was clear there weren't many 
girls of color like her on the ice. It was the same struggle with feeling 
unseen that Lang had experienced in hockey, unspooling decades later 
upon a new generation. Only now, Lang felt equipped to do something 
about it. 

It was the speed of hockey that drew her in. 

Born in St. Louis, Lang lived there until she was 12. She went along to 
her first Blues game with her younger brother, Matt, in what became an 
unintentionally formative experience. 

"I remember watching them play and just being enthralled," Lang 
recalled. "It was so quick and fast. I loved the speed. I don't know why I 
was drawn to it, but it wasn't like I thought at the time I could play it. Then 
when we moved to Minnesota, and I saw how big hockey was there, it 
was like, 'OK, now it's my opportunity to play.'" 

Matt took to the ice first following their relocation. He even appeared as 
the goalie for Team Trinidad in "D2: The Mighty Ducks," which shot in 
their area. Lang was more hesitant to jump in but by eighth grade felt 
inspired by Matt's ascension to give hockey a chance. 

It was immediately clear Lang didn't exactly fit the mold. Not that it would 
stop her. 

"When I first started, it was painful," Lang said. "I was old enough to 
recognize I hadn't played before, and I was the only girl of color. My 
entire playing career it was always me, by myself, pioneering the game of 
hockey for girls of color. I grew up with parents encouraging me and 
saying I could be and do anything I wanted. I never wanted to be that 
person that fit into a box. It was always, 'Nope, I'm going to throw a 
curveball and play hockey.'" 

Lang made it onto her high school's varsity team but by junior year had to 
choose between hockey and track. There were no college hockey 
scholarships in her future -- "I wasn't good enough to play at the level" -- 
so Lang put her efforts into excelling on the field and became a track star 
at Division II Morningside College in Iowa. 

During her four years there, Lang was a 15-time All-American, two-time 
USTFCCCA National Outdoor Track & Field Athlete of the Year and two-
time NCAA Division II heptathlon winner. In 2002, Lang finished fifth at 
the USATF championship in the heptathlon, and in 2004 went to the 
USATF Olympic trials in that event, finishing ninth. She has since been 
inducted into the Division II Hall of Fame. 

It's no wonder Lang thought she'd pass track prowess onto her girls. 
They had a different path in mind, though. And Lang's past as an outsider 
would pave their way forward. 

When Lang's family left St. Louis, they settled in Richfield, Minnesota. 
That's where she was moving her own family -- after a stint in North 
Carolina -- when Aubrey piped up about hockey. 

Lang quickly got Aubrey involved with the Bloomington Girls Hockey 
Club, based in another suburb next to Richfield. Aubrey stood out in a 

sea of all-white teammates, so mother and daughter brainstormed how 
that could be fixed. Their solution was to get more BIPOC girls in the 
building. 

Aubrey started by recruiting her best friend, Adelyn Janzig de la Luz, 
who's Mexican American, to come play. Then it was Aubrey's sister, Mia, 
and Adelyn's sister, Elisa, coming on board. Their foursome was hooked 
on hockey, and held out hope that more girls of color would join. That's 
all Lang, along with Adelyn and Elisa's mother, Laura, needed to know 
before co-founding the Hockey Niñas. 

Their goal with the program was to spotlight girls of color who love 
hockey. It's typically a non-traditional sport to pursue within BIPOC 
communities, and the Hockey Niñas believed feeling seen was the key to 
girls participating. 

"It was about encouraging other girls to [come to] hockey, that's really 
why we started the Niñas," Lang said. "It was just the [older] girls and 
their sisters trying to get other girls of color to come out, see them 
playing, see how much fun they were having [and posting about it] on 
their social media platforms." 

Once the group was public, Lang and Laura started attending roundtable 
discussions and focus groups within the Minnesota hockey sphere to 
share their thoughts on a need for more representation. 

"As a Black parent and Latino parent, we knew we could go within our 
community and really pioneer getting more kids of color in the game and 
do our part to have more [inclusion]," Lang said. "But it wasn't anything 
formalized. It was just through social media and passing along 
inspirational articles." 

Lang became increasingly invested in her mission and was searching for 
ways to expand that purpose further. Her friend Jennifer Flowers, 
commissioner at the Western Collegiate Hockey Association, came up 
with an idea. 

In early 2021, Flowers introduced Lang to former Bemidji State 
defenseman Tina Kampa. In no time, Lang and Kampa had formed a 
tight bond -- and collaborated on a joint vision to elevate the faces of 
BIPOC girls in hockey. 

That's when Minnesota Unbounded was born. 

Tina Kampa was like most new college graduates: eager to get started 
on the next chapter, unsure of how exactly to do that. 

The Maple Grove, Minnesota, native was proud of her academic and 
athletic career spent patrolling Bemidji State's blue line. Hockey had 
always run deep for Kampa. She aspired to do even more in the sport, 
including how to create opportunities for young girls of color. 

Kampa began hearing about the Hockey Niñas through various collegiate 
connections. She loved the program and wanted to meet the girls who 
started it. Little did Kampa know that Meredith Lang was about to steer 
her life in a new direction. 

"When Meredith and I connected, she told us what they'd been doing and 
how she wants to make an impact in the game," Kampa said. "Those 
were some of our shared missions that connected into [asking], 'Is there 
a way to work together, in a way that we can do something bigger than 
we maybe originally thought?' And that became Minnesota Unbounded." 

What Kampa and Lang co-founded together was different than the 
Hockey Niñas. The goal with the Niñas was making the game more 
inclusive to BIPOC girls; Minnesota Unbounded was to be a tournament 
team showcasing those underrepresented players. 

The Niñas had given Lang an opportunity to make contacts and develop 
a deeper understanding and appreciation for the hockey community. She 
would channel all that into the Unbounded. Lang's ultimate vision was for 
a program she didn't see operating already, where aspiring BIPOC 
players from around the state wouldn't feel held back by race, gender or 
economic standing. 

And the Hockey Niñas were folded right into the new endeavor, making it 
one entity determined to count every girl in. 

"Being part of Minnesota Unbounded, I feel like we are America's team," 
Lang said. "Because when we wanted to get started, we didn't know what 
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we were doing. We just knew people. Tina had connections and I had 
connections through the Hockey Niñas, and we just reached out to 
people." 

For the Unbounded to succeed, it had to be accessible. Hockey is a 
notoriously expensive sport, requiring equipment and ice time that 
frequently prices out lower-income (and even middle-class) families. 
Lang and Kampa needed ways to bring down the cost. 

Lang's first stop was Richfield Ice Arena, where she played high school 
hockey. Richfield doesn't have a girl's program -- hence Lang's daughters 
playing in Bloomington -- but the rink was an agreeable partner. 

The rink came through with subsidized ice for practices on certain dates, 
which was the first step to making this vision a feasible reality. 

Then, Lang went to Bloomington and asked if they'd be willing to offer 
subsidized ice on the dates Richfield's was unavailable. Bloomington was 
in, too. Lang and Kampa were "in awe" of how the community stepped 
up, especially when US Bank volunteered to provide the team with 
jerseys. 

Those contributions allowed the Unbounded to hold seven weekly 
practices, bring in guest speakers and outfit its girls without breaking the 
bank; the cost to a family was $150 for the entire program. 

"We're on a shoestring budget of cheap ice, and all of our coaches are 
on a volunteer basis," Lang said. 

It was Kampa who tracked down the team's coaches (and of course, she 
is one herself). Kampa leaned on old friends -- like Maia Martinez, a 
senior at Union College, and Nina Rodgers, the first Black women's 
college hockey coach, now at Dartmouth -- to join the organization's 
ranks. 

As the Unbounded grew from its initial 31 players to over 50, more 
coaches donated their time to the ever-expanding roster. 

"It was pretty easy to get people on board and excited about what we 
could potentially do," Kampa said. "It takes a village. We were able to get 
these young girls of color on a tournament team and it blew up into 
something a lot bigger than just playing together; it became a community 
and a mentorship program and showing these girls that there are women 
in the game that have achieved things, and they have the ability to 
connect with those people as well." 

Minnesota Unbounded is a passion project. A side hustle if you will. 

Lang works full time as an organizational development business partner 
for a subsidiary of Delta Airlines, called Endeavor Air. And Kampa is an 
assistant coach at Hamline University, plus she coaches kids ages 7-17 
at OS Hockey. 

The Unbounded is for any pockets of free time they can muster. 

"Tina and I are texting thousands of times a week," Lang said. "She's 
working on practice plans, and I'm running with the ice times. And we're 
in the process of becoming a nonprofit so that we're able to help get 
more funding, but everything is happening in between the in between." 

Their work has drawn attention far and wide. Families from across other 
states have reached out about joining the Unbounded for a tournament in 
August. And the Unbounded's mission is expanding beyond just the 
present day. 

Recently, Tennessee State University began fundraising to establish 
Division I women's and men's hockey teams, which would be a first for 
an HBCU school. Lang hopes that, through future partnerships, the 
Unbounded can "shine a light on the potential of an HBCU having 
hockey, and for girls to start thinking about playing at an HBCU." 

Lang's enterprising nature has also led to being named one of three 
finalists for the NHL's Willie O'Ree Community Hero Award, along with 
Noel Acton (co-founder of The Tender Bridge and Banners Hockey) and 
Ryan Francis (co-founder of Indigenous Girls Hockey Nova Scotia). The 
winner will receive $25,000; voting for the prize is open from April 4 to 17 
at NHL.com/OReeAward. 

"My passion is growing the game," she said. "When our BIPOC kids have 
positive experiences, they're going to go out and give back to hockey. 
They're going to be future hockey parents. They're going to be coaching, 

they're going to play at the highest level. They could be the next 
Olympians; they could be beer league champions. I don't care. I just want 
them to be able to give back so that we can continue to grow the game 
that's been underrepresented." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gaudreau's performance on milestone night provides 
spark for Flames when needed most 

 

CALGARY – Jane and Guy Gaudreau were bouncing up and down as 
they hugged in celebration of their son’s milestone moment. 

A good chunk of the 16,000 around them reacted much the same way, 
as Johnny Gaudreau was mobbed on the ice by teammates. 

It was the moment everyone in attendance was waiting for, as Gaudreau 
became the ninth player in Flames lore to hit 100 points in a season. 

What wasn’t clear at the time was that his assist on Matthew Tkachuk’s 
goal would kickstart a rare, third-period comeback that would set the 
stage for what will be remembered as a historic night. 

A third Tkachuk goal capped a four-goal comeback in the third period of 
a 5-3 win over Seattle that saw Gaudreau add another assist. 

That’s the type of impact Gaudreau has had this season, leading his 
team to the most improbable of division crowns by chipping in with 
offence and a spark when needed most. 

That’s what Hart candidates do. 

Flames' Gaudreau scores when it matters most for his team 

It’s not what undersized, fourth round picks generally cobble together. 

His well-documented journey from Hobey Baker winner to perennial NHL 
all-star now has him sitting amongst NHL elite with a triple-digit season 
that still has nine games left in it. 

He’s the first Flame to hit 100 points since Theo Fleury in 1992-93, the 
third-fastest Flame to hit 100 points (73 games in), and he still has plenty 
of runway to catch Joe Mullen’s 110-point season, which is the second-
most points in team history. 

Think of the greats who’ve played for this franchise and consider the fact 
Joe Nieuwendyk never hit 100. 

Nor did Jarome Iginla. 

How special to share this moment with his parents in town, in the city that 
adores him. 

“I’m sure my mom and dad are pretty excited,” smiled Gaudreau, who 
insisted earlier in the week that finishing with 99 points three seasons 
ago was no big deal. 

“They hadn’t been out here in probably three years, so my dad will 
probably tell me I didn’t play the best game, but he’s going to be happy 
for me. It’s exciting to have him here.” 

As for the milestone, he smiled, “It’s cool.” 

He was more jacked about how exciting the game ended, giving the 
Flames just their second win of the season when trailing after two 
periods. 

“If we lost 5-4 tonight and you asked that question I’d just say, ‘big deal,’” 
said Darryl Sutter, who had to switch up his lines and pull Jacob 
Markstrom in favour of Dan Vladar in the third to aid the team’s rebound. 

“I don’t like talking about players’ points. I don’t care. Does that win a 
scoring race? Does that win a Stanley Cup? I’d rather have the guys that 
win the scoring race in the playoffs.” 

For the record, he suggested earlier in the presser he was happy 
Gaudreau, “got it off his back” and hoped he “has 20 more in him.” 
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As things are about to get much more intense around the Dome over the 
next few weeks, these are the moments to celebrate. 

“Us, as linemates and teammates, would be lying if we said we weren’t 
trying to get it for him and thinking about it most of the last couple games 
sitting at 99,” said Tkachuk, who immediately turned to Gaudreau and 
gave him a big hug as teammates joined in. 

“Pretty cool to be linked to that with him. Pretty cool for me. 

“It speaks to the year he’s having. And we’re not done yet.” 

Not by a longshot, as the focus now will be on Gaudreau and his 
linemates continuing their season-long dominance in the post-season. 

But first, you can bet Gaudreau and Elias Lindholm will do what they can 
to push Tkachuk and his 92 points into triple digits. 

Thanking his father earlier in the day for coaching him on and off the ice, 
Gaudreau agreed there are similarities between the way dad pushed him 
and the way Sutter has managed to squeeze the most out of his gifted, 5-
foot-9, 165-pound frame. 

“Growing up, if I played bad he was hard on me,” said Gaudreau, whose 
father also grew up on a farm, working the land. 

“I think that’s why I play well under coaches who demand a lot from their 
players because I kind of grew up that way. Always expecting me to be 
the best on the ice and work the hardest. I think that’s what made me the 
player I am today.” 

A Century Man, something he insists he never dreamed of as a 
youngster. 

“As a kid I just wanted to play in the NHL someday – I never dreamed of 
that,” said the Boston College star, taken 104th overall in a 2011 draft 
class in which he sits second in points. 

“As I got older, a little bit closer to the end of my college career, I thought 
maybe it was a possibility (of playing in the league).” 

Now he’s dominating it. 

Yes, this is a moment in time worth cherishing. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After avoiding disaster vs. Golden Knights, 'belief is the 
word' for Canucks 

 

VANCOUVER – On paper, the Vegas Golden Knights had the better 
team. On the ice, the Vancouver Canucks had the best player. The better 
goalie, too. 

An all-world night for Elias Pettersson ended with teammate Quinn 
Hughes scoring 51 seconds into overtime as the Canucks survived a 
third-period collapse to beat the Golden Knights 5-4 in overtime. 

The game had hefty playoff implications for both teams – the win allows 
the Canucks to maintain their improbable chase for a Stanley Cup berth 
– and mirrored the emotional tilt-a-whirl of Vancouver’s National Hockey 
League season. 

The Canucks outscored the Knights 3-1 in the second period with 
Pettersson, the resurgent star who is probably playing his best hockey 
since bursting upon the NHL four years ago, orchestrating all three goals. 
But they failed to hold a two-goal lead in the third period when Metro 
Vancouver native Shea Theodore scored twice, including a scorcher with 
42 seconds remaining in regulation and Vegas skating six-against-five. 

But the Canucks, whose four straight overtime losses included a 3-2 
setback against the Golden Knights in Rogers Arena nine days earlier, 
won it in the extra session when Vegas goalie Robin Lehner couldn’t 
locate the puck after a save on Conor Garland. Hughes found it at his 
feet and calmly skated it away from Lehner before flipping into the open 
net. 

“Devastating is not the word but it was disappointing for sure,” Hughes 
said of blowing the third-period lead. “Everyone knew how important the 
game was. It was unfortunate, but. . . there's been no quit in our group 
the whole year. So I think, from my perspective, the only thing I was 
nervous about was our overtimes haven't been great recently. So that 
was the only thing I was thinking of, trying to have a good shift.” 

Hughes’ shift was the Canucks’ second one in OT, which was significant 
because the Golden Knights were unable to change as Vancouver 
maintained possession while getting fresh players on to the ice. Garland 
accelerated past Theodore to create his chance on Lehner, and Hughes 
was completely unchecked on the rebound. 

“It was really important,” Hughes, who missed two games last week with 
an undisclosed non-COVID illness, said after scoring his biggest regular-
season goal as a Canuck. “We know where they are in the standings and 
where we are. It would have been nice to get it in regulation but at the 
end of the day, we still got two points and that's what we wanted to do.” 

With Western Conference wildcard teams, the Dallas Stars and Nashville 
Predators, each winning 1-0 on Tuesday, the Canucks remain six points 
adrift of a playoff spot with eight games to go. But Vancouver crept within 
three points of Vegas, and moved a point in front of the Winnipeg Jets in 
the mosh pit. 

“It's pretty clear what we we've got to do,” Pettersson said. “We've still 
got to win of course. We feel good now; we've got four in a row. But it 
doesn't mean (crap) -- I couldn't find another word -- if we don't continue 
on this wave and play good hockey. We're still behind, we've still got win 
games. And we're just thinking of next one.” 

On a night when long-injured Knight Mark Stone played his first game 
since Feb. 8, one game after Max Pacioretty returned from injury, nobody 
played better than Pettersson. 

The 23-year-old, who has roared back from a miserable start to the 
season, set up Vasily Podkolzin with a power-play slap-pass that broke a 
1-1 tie at 1:27 of the second period. He scored himself at 3:16 when 
Lehner had difficulty with the Canuck’s shot from the slot, then allowed 
the puck to trickle over the line off the skate of Knights defenceman Zach 
Whitecloud. 

But Pettersson’s best play, one of his most sublime setups all season, 
came on a two-on-one later in the period after Michael Amadio’s 
deflection had cut the lead to 3-2. Pettersson anticipated a Vegas pass in 
the neutral zone to create the outnumbered rush, skated untouched into 
the imposing shadow of Lehner before fooling everyone except 
teammate Brad Richardson with a goalmouth dish and 4-2 lead. 

After a wrist injury ended his season last March, Pettersson began this 
season with just three goals and 10 points in his first 22 games. In 26 
games since January, he has 15 goals and 35 points and has been fully 
engaged physically. 

Is this the best he has played? 

“Yeah, maybe,” he said. “Maybe it's my best hockey now, but I'm just 
trying to play my best every shift. Create, play hard. And of course, lately 
I've been scoring some points, which is great.” 

There were many good Canucks on Tuesday. 

Captain Bo Horvat had a goal and assist. Defenceman Oliver Ekman-
Larsson logged 25:50 of ice time and was plus-one. Podkolzin and Alex 
Chiasson were excellent again in elevated roles created by injuries, and 
J.T. Miller had just a single assist but outplayed Jack Eichel in a head-to-
head matchup. 

Goalie Thatcher Demko finished with 41 saves as Vancouver was 
outshot 45-27. 

Since coach Bruce Boudreau first talked to reporters about the time he 
was with the Washington Capitals, back in 2008, when his team went 11-
1 in its last 12 games to dive into the final playoff spot, the Canucks are 
4-0. And they may need to go at least another 7-1 to make it. 

“I think that we've always thought we could do it,” Hughes said. “And I 
mean, we've got eight games left. It's exciting. We wanted to be in it, and 
it's hard to be in with the way we started (the season 6-14-2). 
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“It definitely feels like something we could do. I still, like, don't want to say 
it’s a stretch, but we have a lot of games we need to win. Belief is the 
word, I would say. That's what we keep using in the room.” 

The Canucks play the Arizona Coyotes on Thursday. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Keefe frustrated as Maple Leafs are 'no-shows' against 
Sabres, again 

 

TORONTO – The good news about Toronto’s first-round playoff 
opponent is that it won’t be the Buffalo Sabres. 

Boy, do the Maple Leafs’ cross-lake neighbours have their number. 

Crumple up the standings page. It’s irrelevant whenever these two rivals 
clash. 

With their decisive and deserved 5-2 road victory Tuesday, the Sabres 
became the only club to beat the Leafs three times this season, 
outscoring them by a grand total of 15-5 over their past three outings. 

"That's four games against this team. We have been no-shows in all four. 
It's hard to pinpoint. Seems like every year there’s one team that, for 
whatever reason, you don't have your game against them," Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe said. 

“It's been puzzling all season, right? I mean, games like this is why we're 
still competing for home ice in the first round.” 

If it’s a disturbing trend for these Leafs, this habit of routinely submitting 
subpar performances against non-playoff squads. It’s also a trend that 
won’t be so relevant in three weeks. 

Of the four Atlantic Division powers, the Maple Leafs have the best points 
percentage against playoff-bound competition and the worst points 
percentage against those headed for the draft lottery. 

Go figure. 

“It just didn’t seem like we had much energy on the bench, much energy 
on the ice,” lamented Auston Matthews, who had just one goal to go with 
his minus-6 rating during this trio of losses to Buffalo. 

“Just kinda one of those nights.” 

Keefe had hoped his group’s humbling in Hamilton would stir some 
inspiration as Toronto begins to ride out the string and heal its wounds 
for what matters. 

“These are the kind of games that can be challenging. We're just coming 
off clinching a playoff spot and you got a non-playoff team coming in,” 
Keefe said. 

“We wish we didn't have nights like this. We would be a team that’s 
competing for a Presidents’ Trophy, be in that mix.” 

Meanwhile, the “upbeat” Sabres (Peyton Krebs’ word) were rallying 
around the debut of future star Owen Power and savouring the role of 
underdog. 

Kyle Okposo’s power-play snipe with one tick remaining in a Morgan 
Rielly high-sticking minor opened the scoring in Period 1. 

Leafs defenceman Timothy Liljegren, hopping back in the lineup after 
sitting two games as a healthy scratch, tied things up in the second 
period. 

But a second power-play strike — Tage Thompson skillfully taking a puck 
off the skate blade from Alex Tuch and whipping it in stride past Erik 
Källgren — gave the Sabres a lead they would not relinquish. 

Early in the third frame, Toronto’s sloppy execution and half-hearted 
commitment allowed Jeff Skinner to slam the coffin. 

“When Auston’s coming right down the pike with a chance to tie the 
game, and he’s in the clear, and he forces a pass, and turns it over, and 
we’re soft on defence, and now it's 3-1, to me the game’s over,” Keefe 
said. 

The Sabres were full value here. 

They edged the Maple Leafs in shot attempts (51-46) and expected goals 
(3.24-2.81). They dressed the better goalie [Craig Anderson], they were 
sharper on special teams, and they were more engaged in the battles, 
outhitting the home side 35-16. 

“It’s hard to believe, but I do think we’re ready to play,” Morgan Rielly 
argued. “I personally believe it's not a matter of our mindset or our 
preparation, but ultimately when they kind of outwork us and out-chance 
us and carry the play, you're left wondering what leads to that. It comes 
down to a matter of execution and compete.” 

As in, the Sabres competed, and the Leafs not so much. 

“We’ve made it really easy on them,” Keefe said. “We’ve been complete 
no-shows physically in these games.” 

The Maple Leafs should have no excuse Thursday. 

Jack Campbell will get the crease when they host Alex Ovechkin and the 
postseason-bound Washington Capitals. 

“We've played really well against playoff teams, the high-quality teams in 
the league. So, there's an expectation we’ll bounce back. From that 
sense of it, it’s easy for me to push past this one. But it doesn’t make it 
any less frustrating tonight,” said Keefe, finding the silver lining. 

“We don’t have to play Buffalo anymore this year.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Blue-chip NCAA prospect Matthew Knies is set to meet Kyle Dubas 
Wednesday in Minnesota to discuss his future. The door is open for the 
19-year-old to hop aboard the wagon and sign on for a Toronto playoff 
run. Or he can stay in school and try for one more championship bid with 
the Gophers 

“He’s had a monster season in college hockey. Not just in college 
hockey, but in world juniors, Olympics, he’s really made his mark. We’re 
very excited about having him in the organization,” said Keefe, who has 
watched Knies’ highlights. 

“[He’s] going through a process right now in sorting through what’s going 
to be the next step for him. When the time is right for him, our team will, 
of course, welcome him. Whether it’s this season or down the line, 
they’re going to go through that process.” 

• Quote of the Day comes from Sabres coach Don Granato on Matthews, 
his red-hot former pupil: “The scary thing is, I've seen signs that he can 
do more.” 

• Dahlin is increasingly fun to watch. The 21-year-old is coming into his 
own as Buffalo’s most trusted D-man. Granato didn’t own last change, 
but his preference was to have Dahlin square off against the Matthews 
line. 

“He's an ultra-competitor. He wants the toughest matchup there is. He 
asks for it,” Granato says. 

Kyle Okposo — as thoughtful a quote as you’ll find off the QEW — says 
the 2018 first-overall pick is one of the most driven people he knows. 

"He wants to prove that he's better,” Okposo said. “He gets very fiery and 
super competitive. It's great to see him take the steps he has this year. I 
think his defensive play has come a really long way. He thrives in those 
matchups.” 

• Michael Bunting’s career-long goal drought has extended to 17 games. 
He came so close to quenching it: 

• Power made a strong first impression in his debut, busting up a 2-on-1 
and getting fed a steady dose of Toronto’s top line over his 19:50 of 
work. The teenager didn’t look out of place at all, stealing a puck, 
throwing a hit, making a block, and finishing plus-2. 
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"Super talent," Keefe said of the University of Michigan alum. "Size. Skill. 
Poise. A lot of similarities to Dahlin, I think, in terms of how they move 
and the presence they have on the ice." 
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Sportsnet.ca / 'Not our finest hour': Sloppy Oilers no match for surging 
Wild 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. — They hold the Minnesota State Fair here in St. Paul 
every summer, a massive affair that at one time was the second largest 
U.S. State Fair behind only Texas. 

There, after gazing upon the winners for Minnesota’s fattest pig, most 
handsome rooster and the most productive dairy cow in the state, you 
can nosh on about 50 different delicacies served “on a stick” -- from tasty 
pickerel to deep fried Mars bars. 

Well, make the Edmonton Oilers No. 51. 

The Oilers were skewered 5-1 Tuesday by the Wild, on a night where we 
got a close look at what happens when you play loose and lazy against 
an elite National Hockey League team. 

“Definitely not what we wanted to transpire tonight,” said Evander Kane, 
who capped his night with a misconduct in a tussle with Ryan Hartman 
that was stymied by an overzealous linesman. “The goals that they 
scored, a great majority we handed to them. It definitely didn't feel as 
lopsided as the score indicates. But at the same time, we can’t be giving 
up those type of opportunities to teams that can capitalize.” 

Edmonton’s blue-line pair of Evan Bouchard and Duncan Keith took 
home the blue ribbon for “Most Generous Defencemen,” giving enough 
pucks away to combine on a minus-7 on the night. They took turns 
making the wrong decision with the puck, and unfortunately could not 
count on the forwards to mop up the mess. 

Of course, Zach Hyman reminds that — had the forwards done their jobs 
better — those giveaways may have instead been tape-to-tape passes. 

“There’s holding a guy up and allowing your D to have an extra second,” 
began the eloquent Hyman. “There are little plays that probably go 
unnoticed from above that can help our D in different scenarios. When 
you feel like you’re on an island, it’s easier to make mistakes than it is 
when you feel like you’re being supported. 

“As a group, we have to be better and take care of each other. If 
somebody makes a mistake you can be in a position to back them up so 
it’s not a goal.” 

Make no mistake — Minnesota is good. Very good. 

They are big, very fast, and toss the puck around in the offensive zone 
similarly to the best-in-the-West Colorado Avalanche. And the Wild may 
have better goaltending — Cam Talbot was stellar on Tuesday, with 
Marc-Andre Fleury on the bench. 

The Wild swept Edmonton this season and it wasn’t close, winning by 
scores of 4-1, 7-3 and 5-1. 

“Not our finest hour,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft, who swapped his 
right wingers around in an attempt to breathe some life into the offence. 
“Just trying to find a spark. We didn’t get what we wanted there.” 

The Wild are 13-2-3 in their last 18 games and look like a serious 
contender in the Central. Their Kryptonite is the St.. Louis Blues 
however, who are locked in as their first-round opponent. 

The Wild struggle against the bruising Blues, but took advantage of the 
not-so-bruising Oilers, pressuring the Edmonton defence and reaping the 
turnovers that ensued. If styles make the fight, this is a super-heavy 
versus a middleweight when these teams play this season. 

“I don’t think we’ve played our best in any of the games we’ve played 
them,” refuted Hyman. “It’s not like we came into any of the games and 

left feeling good about ourselves. We have to play well. That’s all it 
comes down to — executing.” 

Jesse Puljujarvi opened on Tuesday where he had left off Saturday, 
failing to convert on two early chances that could have — should have — 
got this road trip started on the right foot for Edmonton. Instead, the Wild 
scored first when Keith made a massive mistake, passing the puck right 
to Frederick Gaudreau in the slot. 

Gaudreau deked a surprised Mikko Koskinen on a goal that simply can’t 
happen — from full possession to “in your net” in about four seconds. 

From there, the Wild didn’t own possession all night by any means. The 
shots on goal were 28-23 for Edmonton. 

But when the Oilers surrendered a chance, it was AAA meat. 

“I didn't think we leaked a whole bunch of chances, or we were spending 
(tons) of time in our own end,” Woodcroft said. “I'd say our breakout 
execution and our net play has to get a whole lot better especially against 
a team of that calibre.” 

This one ended in surly fashion, with Hartman jumping into the pile to 
take a crack at Kane, who had come to the defence of Kailer Yamamoto. 
The linesman prevented Kane and Hartman from settling their score, and 
after giving Kane the ol’ middle finger in front of 19,035 fans, Hartman 
stuck the knife in post-game. 

“It goes to show, we had five guys in there. They didn’t have one guy in 
there to help him,” Hartman said of Kane. “I don’t think any of their guys 
are going to defend him.” 

Hartman said if he’s fined for his gesture, it’ll be “well worth it.” 

Kane smiled when asked about Hartman. 

“These little guys, they want to act tough. But they wait for the linesman 
to come in.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Debating which Oilers goaltender should be in line to start 
in the playoffs 

 

Platoon goaltending is like baseball’s version of “bullpen by committee.” 

Every baseball manager who has told the media with a straight face that 
he’s OK with rotating the closer’s job through a few bullpen arms, is 
privately pleading with his GM to find one guy who can finish a game with 
authority. 

And every hockey coach who declares that he’s comfortable with using 
two goalies on a regular basis come playoff time knows that if he had a 
true No. 1, he’d be riding him every day come May and June. 

Since the ‘04-05 lockout, there have been a few examples of teams who 
made some noise with two guys minding the nets. Most times, it’s been 
one guy taking the net from the original starter and stealing the job 
outright, the J.S. Giguere did from Ilya Bryzgalov in 2007 for Anaheim. 

Matt Murray stole the nets from Marc-Andre Fleury in the Conference 
Final in 2017 and won the Penguins a Cup. And, of course, there was the 
2010 Flyers, where Brian Boucher and Michael Leighton shared the net, 
as the Flyers made it to a Stanley Cup Final against Chicago. 

Why healthy competition and a strong bond is important to Smith and 
Koskinen 

In Edmonton, the problem is the same as it was in Philly. They simply do 
not have one guy. 

But perhaps the bigger issue is that both goalies they do have are 
playing so well of late, it’s darned near impossible to figure out who to 
give the job to. 
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Did you see Mikko Koskinen duel it out with Darcy Kuemper in a 2-1 
shootout loss to Colorado on Saturday? We don’t care what Koskinen’s 
reputation is, or how much he makes — that level of goaltending wins 
playoff games. 

Then there’s Mike Smith, who is sporting a .918 save percentage over 
his last seven starts (6-0-1). This is the first time he’s been right all 
season, and Smith finally looks like the guy who got some Vezina votes 
last season — even at age 40. 

Edmonton’s goaltending has been above average since Woodcroft, who 
has received a .912 saves percentage, arrived. Over a full season, a .912 
team saves percentage at all strengths is top 10 in the NHL. 

“Ever since I’ve been here both goaltenders are proving they want the 
net,” said Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft. “Both are competitors, veterans 
who know how to win in this league, guys who bring different attributes to 
the table… 

“Both are driven, both are leaders, even though they have totally different 
personalities,” he said. “Having both playing at the level they’re at now is 
a good luxury.” 

Oilers' Woodcroft on luxury of having two goalies prove they deserve the 
net 
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If you go as far back as Jan. 22 —Game 37 of the season for Edmonton 
– both goalies have save percentages of better than .900 (.913 to .904 
for Koskinen), and goals-against averages of less than 3.00 (2.76 to 2.98 
for Koskinen). 

If you narrow your scope to the past month, the scenario flips. Smith 
leads in both saves percentage, .923 to .905, and in GAA — 2.50 to 3.05. 
That nine-goal night in Calgary — where Koskinen allowed five goals on 
12 shots — skews things a bit in the smaller window. 

Edmonton embarks on a quick two-game road trip through Minnesota 
and Nashville this week, then gets Vegas for a Saturday afternoon 
engagement. 

But who will play in Game 1 of the playoffs come May? Well… 

If both goalies are stopping pucks at an equal rate, there is absolutely no 
question that Smith is a more valuable netminder because of his superior 
puck-handling ability. Sure, every 10 games or so a Smith gaffe costs 
your team a goal. But count the number of times every period that he 
collects a dump-in, puts it right on the tape of a defenceman, and a 
smooth zone exit follows. 

The risk-reward in Smith’s game is not even close. His puck handling is a 
huge advantage, and helps keep the D-corps healthy as well. And late in 
a game, a trailing team is forced to try and carry the puck over the blue 
line, which increases turnovers on their zone entries. 

Gotta See It: McDavid takes feed from Smith and scores overtime-winner 
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We’ve always said, stopping the puck is far more important than playing 
the puck. But if Smith is healthy and stopping it like has recently, he plays 
ahead of Koskinen because of the puck handling element. It’s a game-
changer. 

Add to that the intangibles: Smith is a fiery, talkative, imposing figure on 
the ice, and a take-charge leader off the ice. On a team that has to learn 
how to expect to win in the playoffs, Smith is a guy you want in the 
middle of the fight — not on the periphery, wearing a ball cap. 

Oilers' Woodcroft proud of Mike Smith for his 'finding ways to win' attitude 
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The Case for Koskinen 

In the big picture this season, Koskinen has been the better goalie. Full 
stop. 

He’s played nearly twice as many minutes (2,384 to 1,280), started twice 
as many games (39 to 22) and carried the Oilers through a season that 
saw Smith — who was supposed to make 50 starts — get into just 23 
games thus far. 

Somehow, in his young 30’s, Koskinen’s game has stabilized in the final 
year of that crazy three-year deal that punctuated Peter Chiarelli’s exit as 
Oilers GM. His glove hand, once an easy target for NHL shooters, has 
improved at age 33. He catches more pucks for stoppages than he used 
to, and doesn’t get beat there as often. Meanwhile, his lateral movement 
is better today than it was two years ago – if you can believe that. 

The big Finn has even been better under increased workloads this 
season, an Achilles heel in the past. However, Koskinen is still a below-
average puck-handler, which stands in stark contrast to Smith. When it 
comes to breaking out the puck, the Oilers are a different team with 
Koskinen in net, compared to Smith. 

In the end, you’d have to say that Koskinen has been a better goalie this 
season, even if the two are virtually tied of late. But in a what-have-you-
done-for-me-lately world, Koskinen may have to settle for coming off the 
bench come playoff time. 

Why Koskinen appears to be number one option for Oilers heading into 
final stretch 
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Our Call 

If they’re stopping pucks at the same rate, I start Smith all day long. And, 
as stated above, we’d much rather have one guy than a two-man system. 

But with Smith’s injury history, it’s comforting knowing that Koskinen is 
playing the best hockey of his NHL career. 
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TSN.CA / Player reps given findings from investigation into Fehr’s 
handling of Beach allegations 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

NHL team player representatives are voting on whether to publicly 
disclose results of an investigation into NHL Players’ Association 
executive director Don Fehr’s response to concerns raised by two player 
agents about former Chicago Blackhawks player Kyle Beach’s alleged 
sexual assault, an NHLPA spokesman confirmed to TSN. 

Team player representatives were given copies of the investigation 
findings, prepared by Toronto law firm Cozen O’Connor, before an 
NHLPA conference call Monday night. It will take 18 of the 32 reps voting 
in favour of a public release for that to happen. Voting will be open until 
Thursday, the NHLPA said.  

Some players have already voted to make the report public, a source 
familiar with the matter told TSN. 

The [NHLPA] executive board was provided with the independent report 
on Friday, held a board meeting on Monday where the investigators 
discussed their findings, and is currently voting on whether to make the 
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report public," NHLPA spokesman Jonathan Weatherdon wrote in an 
emailed statement to TSN. "Only a review of the entire report will provide 
an accurate view of the extensive work done and determinations made 
by the independent investigators.” 

Beach alleged he was sexually assaulted during the 2010 Stanley Cup 
playoffs by former team video coach Brad Aldrich. The team and Beach 
settled his negligence lawsuit in December. Before that litigation was 
settled, the Blackhawks hired Chicago law firm Jenner & Block to 
investigate Beach’s allegations. The NHL team disclosed Jenner & 
Block’s findings in October, 2021.  

The NHLPA voted to commission a third-party investigation of Fehr after 
details about his connection to Beach’s case first emerged in the Jenner 
& Block report. 

NHL player agent Ross Gurney told TSN in an October interview that he 
phoned Fehr during the 2011 Women’s Under-18 World Championship in 
Stockholm and shared that Beach, his client, had allegedly been sexually 
abused by Aldrich, who was working with Team USA at the tournament. 

Gurney told TSN that Fehr promised to forward the warning on to USA 
Hockey. 

According to the Jenner & Block report, agent Joe Resnick emailed Fehr 
three months after Gurney said he contacted Fehr about Aldrich. At the 
time, Resnick represented a former Blackhawks player who was referred 
to as “Black Ace 1” in the Jenner & Block report. 

“I know you have spoken with [Ross Gurney] regarding an incident with 
[Kyle Beach] and a Chicago staff member during the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs last year,” Resnick wrote in an Apr. 18, 2011, email to Fehr. 
“[Black Ace 1] was involved as well and I got him in touch with [a 
therapist affiliated with the NHLPA] approximately 2 weeks ago; however, 
I did want to have a follow up with yourself.” 

In an Oct. 7, 2021, interview with Jenner & Block, Fehr said he couldn’t 
remember a conversation with Gurney, but did not deny that one 
occurred. 

It's unclear if Fehr told investigators with Cozen O’Connor whether he 
recalled the conversation with Gurney or the email from Resnick. 

Fehr has confirmed that Beach was referred in 2010 to Dr. Brian Shaw, a 
psychologist and program administrator with the NHL/NHLPA Player 
Assistance Program. 

Fehr also admitted publicly that he failed Beach. 

"Kyle Beach has been through a horrific experience and has shown true 
courage in telling his story," Fehr said in October. "There is no doubt that 
the system failed to support him in his time of need, and we are part of 
that system. 

"In his media interview, Mr. Beach stated that several months after the 
incident he told someone at the NHLPA the details of what happened to 
him. He is referring to one of the program doctors [Dr. Shaw] with the 
NHL/NHLPA player assistance program. While this program is 
confidential between players and the doctors, the grave nature of this 
incident should have resulted in further action on our part. The fact that it 
did not was a serious failure. I am truly sorry, and I am committed to 
making changes to ensure it does not happen again." 

Beach told TSN in an interview last October that Dr. Shaw told him he 
would make sure that USA Hockey was informed that Aldrich was a 
sexual predator. 

Neither Fehr nor Dr. Shaw contacted USA Hockey about Aldrich, said a 
person familiar with the matter. 

After Aldrich was allowed to resign from the Blackhawks in the summer 
of 2010, he went on to coach high school hockey in Houghton, Mich. In 
2013, he was convicted of sexually assaulting a 16-year-old player on his 
team and sentenced to nine months in jail and 60 months’ probation. 

Beach, who has called for the NHLPA to fire Fehr, has said that if Fehr 
and Dr. Shaw had done “what they are supposed to do, then that 
teenaged boy in Michigan probably does not get sexually assaulted." 
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TSN.CA / Motivated Matthews has 60 goals in his crosshairs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The last time Toronto and Buffalo faced off on March 13, Auston 
Matthews left with a sour taste in his mouth. 

With the Leafs trailing late in the Heritage Classic outdoors in Hamilton, 
Ont., the 24-year-old centre cross-checked defenceman Rasmus Dahlin 
in the neck during a heated battle in front of the Sabres net. That play 
earned Matthews the first suspension of his career.  

"Having been with him and knowing him as long as I have, I do know that 
he was pretty ticked off at the end of last game," said Buffalo bench boss 
Don Granato, who coached Matthews for two seasons at the U.S. 
National Team Development Program. "I'm sure he's carried that right 
into puck drop tonight ... he does not like not succeeding." 

The Sabres have limited Matthews to one goal and one assist in three 
games this season. Buffalo actually held Matthews off the scoresheet 
entirely the last time the two teams played at Scotiabank Arena on March 
2.  

Since, then Matthews has put together a personal 16-game point streak 
and scored in 14 of those games.  

"I don't think Auston needs any extra motivation or fire lately," said Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "He's finding that himself no matter who the 
opponent is, so I don't have any questions about whether or not he'll be 
ready to play tonight." 

This special Matthews run – now up to 58 goals in 67 games – is lifting 
the entire team.  

"It's just been so fun to watch and just watch how our team has 
embraced it," said Keefe. "He gets his 50th goal in 50 games [on 
Saturday] and that's great, but then 20 seconds later he shoots another 
one in the net. I mean, he's finding other levels and continuing to raise 
the bar for himself." 

Added Granato, "The scary thing is I see signs that he can do more." 

Matthews has scored two goals in each of his past two games. If he can 
pot a pair on Tuesday, the Arizona native would go from 50 to 60 in just 
six games. Per the Elias Sports Bureau, that would be the fastest jump 
between those milestone moments in NHL history. Jari Kurri (1985-86), 
Brett Hull (1990-91), Mario Lemieux (1992-93), Alex Mogilny (1992-93) 
and Teemu Selanne (1992-93) each needed seven games to go from 50 
to 60 goals.  

How far can Matthews, realistically, push this incredible goal-scoring 
pace?  

"I don't know," said defenceman Justin Holl with a laugh. "He's outta 
control, but we like it." 

"Sky's the limit," proclaimed winger William Nylander. "He's been 
incredible and nothing's stopping him ... It's so much fun being out there 
and watching that line, the way they dominate games, and Matty scoring 
big goals like against Montreal and in Dallas [last Thursday]. It's just the 
kind of player he is." 

--- 

The Sabres have outscored the Leafs 10-3 in the past two showdowns 
between the divisional rivals.  

"They've come with speed and made plays, so I think that's kind of 
caught us a little bit," Nylander admitted. "We got to be ready tonight." 

Buffalo is trying to become the first team to win three straight games 
against Toronto this season.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 13, 2022 

 

"We're hopeful that that's something that sparks our guys," said Keefe. 
"These are the kind of games that can be challenging. We're just coming 
off clinching a playoff spot and you got a non-playoff team coming in." 

The Leafs have experienced some letdowns against non-playoff 
opponents, but the coach believes they are now better positioned to 
avoid a mental lapse.  

"We think we're playing some of our best hockey of the season right 
now," Keefe said. "So, lots of reasons to believe we'll be better than we 
have been."  

--- 

Granato is hoping to get Dahlin on the ice as much as possible against 
Matthews.  

"I would like that match-up," he confirmed. "That would be great. I'm with 
Dahls every day and, I can tell you, he's an ultra-competitor. He wants 
the toughest matchup there is. He asks for it." 

Dahlin, the first-overall pick in the 2018 draft, has matched Matthews' 
output with a goal and an assist in this season series with Toronto. 

"Dahls is one of the most competitive guys that I know," said veteran 
Sabres forward Kyle Okposo. "He wants to prove that he's better and 
that's just how he works. He gets very fiery and super competitive. It's 
great to see him take the steps he has this year. I think his defensive play 
has come a really long way. He thrives in those matchups. He really 
excels in them, so I'm interested to watch another one tonight." 

During the game on March 2 in Toronto, the Leafs got outshot by the 
Sabres 6-0 in the seven minutes and 16 seconds that Dahlin and 
Matthews shared the ice in five-on-five play, per NaturalStatTrick.com. 
The Sabres had a 2-0 edge in goals.   

In their last contest against each other, Rasmus Dahlin drew a 
crosscheck from Auston Matthews that resulted in a two-game 
suspension. Dahlin's Sabre's teammates discuss how the defenceman 
embraces tough matchups on a nightly basis. 

The Sabres have lost three straight during their current road trip, which 
wraps up in Toronto. But Buffalo is getting a big boost on Tuesday, 
literally, as 6-foot-6 defenceman Owen Power makes his NHL debut.  

"Happy for him, personally, but we'll be looking to get on him," promised 
Holl.  

"Super talent," observed Keefe of the University of Michigan product. 
"Size. Skill. Poise. A lot of similarities to Dahlin, I think, in terms of how 
they move and the presence they have on the ice." 

The 19-year-old from Mississauga, Ont., has already played in the World 
Championship, World Juniors, Olympics and NCAA Frozen Four.  

"There has to be a trust from my side," said Granato. "He needs games 
like this. He needs environments like this. A lot of times you say, 
'Development,' and these guys will always develop, but in this case it's 
acclimation ... When you can get him in situations, let's say, against 
Auston and against [good] players, he'll figure out how to acclimate 
because he's talented. So, it's not that I have to teach him how to do that, 
it's just get him in that situation and he'll figure it out intuitively."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Looking to spoil Power's debut 

Justin Holl admits he's happy for Owen Power to be making his NHL 
debut but they'll be doing their best to get on him all night. Mark Masters 
has more on the Leafs hosting the Sabres, as the 2021 first overall pick 
plays his first game in the NHL. 

--- 

Playing alongside the fleet-footed Ilya Mikheyev is forcing John Tavares 
to hit the fast-forward button.  

"He's keeping the opponent on their heels, goaltenders on their heels," 
the Leafs captain said. "With that speed, he creates time and space and 
forces myself to play at a higher pace just because of how well he skates 
and the tempo he plays at." 

"Anything good that happens for Micky is because of his skating," noted 
Keefe. "He backs people off. He gets in behind people. He drives the 
puck up the rink. He has really increased the pace of play for that line."  

In the eight full games since Mikheyev replaced Nylander on Toronto's 
second line, Tavares leads the Leafs in five-on-five scoring chances, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com. Tavares picked up his third five-on-five goal during 
that stretch on Saturday against the Canadiens.   

"He got a little bit of a fortunate bounce, but you earn that because of the 
process those guys play with," Keefe said. "John beats a guy off the wall, 
attacks the net and we get it back. He is attacking in the middle of the 
rink." 

Mikheyev has two goals and four assists since moving to the line with 
Tavares and Alex Kerfoot.  

"You just see the confidence he's playing with," Tavares said. "I talk 
about his engine all the time and his ability to continue to put pressure on 
the opponent with and without the puck."  

    Johnny in the post?   @Raptors pic.twitter.com/cRyI5EWFh3 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) April 10, 2022 

--- 

Matthews skated on Tuesday morning, Keefe said, and is expected to be 
fine after missing Monday's practice for maintenance. 

After missing Monday's practice due to an illness, Wayne Simmonds took 
part in the optional skate, but is expected to be a scratch tonight.   

Projected Leafs lines for Tuesday's game: 

F 

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kerfoot  

Nylander - Kampf - Engvall  

Abruzzese - Blackwell - Spezza  

D 

Rielly - Liljegren  

Brodie - Holl 

Giordano - Lyubushkin 

G 

Kallgren starts 

Campbell   

    Jack Campbell isn’t starting tonight, but he is on the ice at the optional 
Leafs skate pic.twitter.com/Wzy4IP7Xrz 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) April 12, 2022 
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