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Writers Roundtable: Wrapping Up The Regular Season 

By Scott Burnside and Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Seems like only yesterday we were taking 
stock after the first month of the National Hockey League's 
regular season. 

Now, we're midway through April with the end of the regular 
season two weeks away and the start of the playoffs coming 
more clearly into focus. 

As they have throughout the season Scott Burnside and Walt 
Ruff take stock of what is happening around the Carolina 
Hurricanes and beyond. 

Scott Burnside: Walt, I can't believe we're staring down the 
end of the regular season with the playoffs set to start May 2, 
and what will almost certainly be home ice advantage for the 
Hurricanes. We'll get to what is ahead of the Hurricanes but 
let's start with this; four straight playoff appearances for the 
team for the first time since moving to Raleigh in 1997. It's 
one thing to talk about building a franchise that is competitive 
year in and year out and yet after missing the playoffs for a 
decade the Hurricanes under head coach Rod Brind'Amour 
have made that dream a reality. What's the best way to put 
that accomplishment in perspective for you, Walt? 

Walt Ruff: The run of four consecutive playoff appearances is 
special to the organization, for sure, but to have the Captain 
of the team that brought a Stanley Cup to Raleigh leading 
the charge makes it that much more incredible. It's not as if 
this is a coach that has had success behind the bench 
around the league for other teams and just made his way to 
North Carolina, this is a guy who played here, got his pro 
coaching start here and then blossomed into a Jack Adams 
Award winner. It's almost movie-worthy already. Imagine if 
the team reaches the pinnacle with him at the helm now too. 

Burnside: Okay, we know what the Hurricanes will be doing 
on May 2 (give or take a day given the schedule-makers) 
and we have good reason to believe it's going to start at 
PNC Arena, but there is still much to be decided. Florida has 
opened up a big gap atop the Eastern Conference, but the 
bigger question with the clock ticking down to Game 82 can 
the Hurricanes hold off the hard-charging New York Rangers 
for first place in the Metropolitan Division? Inquiring minds 
want to know, Walt. While you're thinking on this I'll fill in my 
answer. Yes. 

Ruff: Well, Tuesday night was certainly provides optimism. I'll 
also say yes and that's because the team genuinely seems 
hungry to want to finish in the top spot. They're not content 
with just being in. Plus, they want to go in hot, not just 
cruising to the finish line. 

Burnside: Maybe the better question Walt is, 'does it matter 
where the Hurricanes finish up in the regular season?' 
They're virtually assured of home ice advantage in the first 

round regardless of whether they're first or second in the 
Metro. As of this writing their 27 home wins sits third in the 
NHL, so that's a good thing. But no doubt the team's level of 
play has fluctuated more widely over the past three or four 
weeks. Does that matter? I did a little research and spoke to 
some hockey folks about whether it really matters if you're 
hitting the playoffs running hot. As you might expect history 
tells us there is no real pattern. Montreal was cold as ice last 
season and ended up in the Stanley Cup final. Teams have 
been rolling come playoff time and suddenly gone cold like 
Tampa back in 2019, when they won 62 games and were 
swept by 8th seed Columbus. One longtime NHLer and 
executive I spoke to said the important thing is the mindset 
and of course the overall health of a team as opposed to 
wins and losses down the stretch. How do you assess this 
team's mental preparedness for the playoff grind, does the 
recent level of play raise red flags for you, Walt? 

Ruff: Well, to answer the first question, what the team has 
been saying is that it's how they're playing that matters more 
than where they finish. It's interesting to hear you say that 
the folks you spoke to say that it doesn't really matter. I had 
the chance to sit with Ian Cole just a few days before the 
team clinched and he said it was incredibly important to go in 
playing well, speaking on how the one St. Louis team he was 
on got lax after clinching and got ousted early as a result. In 
terms of health, it appears as if Jesperi Kotkaniemi is just 
days away from returning and thankfully he's the only 
missing piece to the puzzle right now. The lack of injuries 
should not be overlooked. If I had to give you a red flag, I'd 
say the power play. They're capable of more. The head 
coach and the players alike know it. It's just a matter of if 
they'll get it figured out before the calendar flips to May. 

Burnside: Expanding on that theme, if I had to pinpoint one 
element of how the Hurricanes are built and why they are 
considered a legitimate Stanley Cup threat is their depth. As 
of this writing there are 11 players in double-digits in goals 
scored and they'll almost certainly have five players with 20 
or more goals. Has any of this surprised you this season 
Walt? 

Ruff: The depth? Not so much of a surprise. We'd heard 
since training camp that this is the deepest roster that the 
team has had during the Brind'Amour era. Can I speak 
honestly for a second though? What has surprised me is how 
good the team's leader in goals is. Sebastian Aho has 34 
goals this season, ranking in the top 20 league-wide at the 
moment. Some of the other players that also have 34 goals 
this season? Johnny Gaudreau and Alexander Barkov. Not 
bad company to keep. If folks haven't learned over the last 
few years, I think Sebastian Aho has potential to reach a new 
level of national superstardom next month. 
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Burnside: One player I'm curious to get your take on is Max 
Domi. As you know I got a chance to spend some time with 
Domi when he first arrived in Raleigh the day after the March 
21 trade deadline and I think it's fair to say there has been 
some experimentation from the coaching staff's side of 
things on how best to employ the talented winger. And I think 
it's also fair to say, as there often is post trade deadline, 
there's been a period of adjustment for Domi in figuring out 
how best to make his presence felt in the Hurricanes' lineup. 
In his first 11 games Domi has managed just four assists. 
But, at the risk of falling back on a cliché, the Hurricanes 
didn't acquire Domi to light it up in March and April, they 
brought him aboard to bring the goods in May and June. Are 

you at all surprised with how this has unfolded and maybe 
what are your expectations moving forward? 

Ruff: As you mentioned, Domi hasn't had a consistent spot in 
the lineup yet, now even centering the fourth line. Learning 
the ins and outs of a team takes time. He's showing what he 
can offer, finding what he's teammates and what the team 
expects of him. Despite still being in the educational period, 
there still have been flashes of impressive play from 
him.  From my perspective, his vision is what's stood out to 
me the most. Several times already he's gained the zone, 
surveyed his options and made a dazzling cross-ice pass. 
The goals will come for him as he gets more comfortable 
with the group. I have no concerns. 
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Super 16: Avalanche remain No. 1, Golden Knights return to power rankings 

By Dan Rosen 

The Vegas Golden Knights are back in the Super 16 power 
rankings after dropping out five weeks ago. 

They barely made it in this week at No. 16, finishing with one 
more voting point than the Los Angeles Kings, who were No. 
15 last week. 

Vegas has won six of its past eight games (6-1-1). 

The Calgary Flames made the biggest jump, climbing three 
spots to No. 4. They've won five in a row while outscoring 
opponents 20-10. 

The Colorado Avalanche are No. 1 for the 12th straight 
week. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets 
one point.  

Here is the Super 16: 

1. COLORADO AVALANCHE (53-14-6) 

Total points: 223 

Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche won six straight games, four by one goal, 
before their 9-3 victory against the Los Angeles Kings on 
Wednesday. They are 12-1-1 since March 13. Colorado is 
18-1-6 in games decided by one goal. 

2. FLORIDA PANTHERS (52-15-6) 

Total points: 211 

Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers have won eight straight games, the longest 
active winning streak in the NHL. They lead the NHL in wins 
(17), points (35), points percentage (.875), goals (86) and 
shots on goal per game (39.2) since March 1. 

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (48-18-8) 

Total points: 196 

Last week: No. 3 

The Hurricanes have won two in a row and three of four but 
are 0-for-14 on the power play in their past six and 1-for-24 
in their past nine. 

4. CALGARY FLAMES (45-19-9) 

Total points: 165 

Last week: No. 7 

Johnny Gaudreau has scored 101 points (34 goals, 67 
assists), the 10th time a Flames player reached the 
milestone in one season and first since Theo Fleury had 100 
in 1992-93. 

5. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (47-20-6) 

Total points: 164 

Last week: No. 4 

The Maple Leafs had an eight-game point streak (7-0-1) end 
with a 5-2 loss to the Buffalo Sabres on Tuesday. Oddly, 
they've struggled the most with the Sabres this season, 
going 1-3-0 with three straight losses since March 2 by a 
combined 15-5. 

6. NEW YORK RANGERS (48-21-6) 

Total points: 158 

Last week: No. 6 

The Rangers are 8-2-1 in their past 11 games following a 4-0 
win at the Philadelphia Flyers on Wednesday. Their three-
game winning streak and four-game point streak ended with 
a 4-2 loss to the Hurricanes on Tuesday, when left wing 
Chris Kreider became a 50-goal scorer in the NHL for the 
first time.  

7. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (44-21-8) 

Total points: 136 

Last week: No. 5 

The Lightning are 1-3-2 since a four-game winning streak 
from March 26-April 1. They are 1-9-1 in 11 games since 
March 3 against teams that have either clinched a berth in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs or are in position to do so.  

8. MINNESOTA WILD (45-21-6) 

Total points: 129 

Last week: No. 9 

The Wild have scored at least three goals in 13 of 14 games 
since March 16, going 11-1-2. They scored 11 goals in wins 
against the Los Angeles Kings (6-3) and Edmonton Oilers (5-
1). 

9. ST. LOUIS BLUES (43-20-10) 

Total points: 121 
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Last week: No. 11 

The Blues are on a six-game winning streak and have points 
in nine straight (8-0-1). They have outscored opponents 42-
22 without allowing a power-play goal, going 14-for-14 with 
two shorthanded goals in the nine-game point streak. St. 
Louis has defeated Calgary, Minnesota and the Boston 
Bruins during the winning streak. 

10. BOSTON BRUINS (45-23-5) 

Total points: 100 

Last week: No. 8 

The Bruins have lost three of their past four games, all in 
regulation, allowing at least four goals in each (5-2 to the 
Detroit Red Wings, 4-2 to the Washington Capitals and 4-2 
to the Blues). They are 0-for-18 on the power play in their 
past five games.  

11. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (42-22-11) 

Total points: 82 

Last week: No. 10 

The Penguins have not won in regulation since March 27. 
They are 2-5-1 with overtime wins against the Wild and 
Nashville Predators, and four straight regulation losses to the 
Avalanche twice, the Rangers and Capitals. Pittsburgh is 1-
for-15 on the power play in its past six games. 

12. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (41-22-10) 

Total points: 71 

Last week: No. 14 

The Capitals have won four in a row, scoring 23 goals 
including a 9-2 win against the Philadelphia Flyers on 
Tuesday. The key is the first three wins came against the 
Lightning, Penguins and Bruins, who are all higher in the 
standings than Washington. The Capitals are 13-4-1 since 
losing three in a row to the Rangers, Flyers and Maple Leafs 
from Feb. 25-28. 

13. EDMONTON OILERS (42-26-6) 

Total points: 50 

Last week: No. 12 

The Oilers had a seven-game point streak (6-0-1) end with a 
5-1 loss to the Wild on Tuesday. They are 26-for-28 on the 
penalty kill (92.9 percent) with two shorthanded goals in their 
past 10 games, going 7-2-1. 

14. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (42-26-5) 

Total points: 42 

Last week: No. 13 

The Predators have not won more than two games in a row 
since winning three straight from March 5-10. But they are 9-
6-1 in 16 games since the three-game winning streak, 
including 5-2-1 in their past eight. Forward Ryan Johansen 
has scored six goals in his past five games, including the 
overtime goal in a 1-0 win against the San Jose Sharks on 
Tuesday. 

15. DALLAS STARS (42-27-4) 

Total points: 32 

Last week: No. 16 

Roope Hintz has scored goals in back-to-back games, 
including the lone goal in a 1-0 win against the Lightning on 
Tuesday. The forward has scored 32 goals this season. The 
Stars are 10-4-1 since March 17. 

16. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS (40-29-5) 

Total points: 12 

Last week: NR 

Jack Eichel has points in five straight games (four goals, two 
assists) and seven of his past eight (six goals, three assists). 
The forward scored 11 points (five goals, six assists) in his 
first 18 games this season from Feb. 16-March 22. 

Others receiving points: Los Angeles Kings 11, Vancouver 
Canucks 1 

Dropped out: Kings (No. 15) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Vegas Golden Knights 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas Stars 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Dallas Stars; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. New York Rangers; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
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New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Dallas Stars; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. New York Rangers; 
9. Boston Bruins; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. St. Louis 
Blues; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Nashville Predators; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Vegas Golden Knights; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. St. Louis 
Blues; 9. Minnesota Wild; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Boston Bruins; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Washington Capitals; 
14. Dallas Stars; 15. Edmonton Oilers; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Tampa Bay Lightning; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Minnesota Wild; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Pittsburgh Penguins; 12. Dallas Stars; 13. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 14. Edmonton Oilers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. St. Louis Blues; 6. New 
York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Toronto Maple Leafs; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Tampa Bay Lightning; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Dallas Stars; 14. 
Edmonton Oilers; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Vegas Golden 
Knights 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. 
Edmonton Oilers; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Vegas Golden 
Knights; 16. Nashville Predators 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 
6. New York Rangers; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas Stars 
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Fischler Report: Strange But Fascinating Times in the NHL 

By Stan Fischler 

These are unexpected times we are experiencing in the 
2021-22 model of the National Hockey League. 

They are also so melodramatic on so many levels that it's 
even hard to determine who's the best player in the world 
today -- Connor McDavid, Auston Matthews, Leon Draisaitl, 
or, yes, even Chris Kreider. 

One aspect that's made the competitive equation so 
cockeyeed is the fact that -- with a ton of games still to play -- 
there are precious few playoff races left to contest.  

Believe it or not, both the Rangers and Maple Leafs are in 
like Flynn. 

Really, the East side of the hockey universe is top-heavy 
with contenders.  

Champion Tampa Bay cannot be overlooked if only because 
the Bolts are two-time title-holders. 

But the Southland's more threatening clubs reside in Raleigh 
and Sunrise. Matter of fact, the Hurricanes' playoff-clinching 
win last Thursday emphatically underlines a point -- Carolina 
may emerge as the Cup favorite. 

The likes of Sebastian Aho and Jacob Slavin never will 
achieve the brand of attention Matthews and Marner obtain 
in Toronto. But when it comes to a one-vs-one playoff 
collision I'd go with Carolna all the way. 

Florida's body of work through March has been admirable 
but April presents a different scenario. As was the case last 
year, ace-Dpman Aaron Ekblad's late-season injury could 
torpedo the Cats just as it did a year ago.  

Add to that the sudden drop in Sergei Bobvodsky's 
goaltending could force rookie Spencer Knight into a starting 
playoff role. And that's not the plot choreographed by g.m. 
Bill Zito. 

Further compounding the confounding puzzle are the Bruins, 
Maple Leafs and Rangers; with special attention to the 
Blueshirts. 

Despite shortcomings up and down the line, both Boston and 
Toronto have displayed enough assorted strengths to make 
them lighter-than-darkhorses when the playoff chips are 
down. 

Which brings me to the ever-underrated Rangers.  

While he may not be the Vezina Trophy winner, Igor 
Shesterkin is completing a season in which he's made little 
pucks look like hot air balloons. Iggie could be a decisive 
factor in any series against Bob, Vasy or Freddie. 

While New York's defense is young, it also is capable and 
led by Norris Trophy-winner Adam Fox. Adam is able and 
looks as good as he did last term. 

But the big man to watch is Chris Kreider. Hidden for most of 
the season in the shadows of McDavid, Inc. the Blueshirts' 
marauding left wing has been scoring goals as if he ghost-
wrote Maurice Richard's red light manual. 

Then there's Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanenjad and some 
nifty Trade Deadline adds who could double the horsepower 
on the Rangers Playoff Machine. 

And I didn't even mention Sidney Crosby and his play-
through-adversity-sometimes- indomitables, it's because I 
doubt Pitt's goaltending. (Check Friday for the West.) 

--- 

ROMAN JOSI'S BROAD SHOULDERS IN NASHVILLE 

It seems as if it took place in another century but last fall, the 
Predators were pegged to finish next-to-last -- alias seventh -
- in the Central Division.  

That won't happen this spring; not by a long shot, slap shot 
or wrist shot.  

I can't tell you where, ultimately, David Poile's team will finish 
but I will assert that -- whatever happens -- Roman Josi's 
shoulders have been tested almost past the point of 
endurance. 

Let's face it, the native of the fair city of Bern, Switzerland 
has been carrying Nashville to a point where his latest feat 
enabled him to set a new Preds point record. 

And he isn't even a forward. 

The modest fellow that he is, all season long Josi's prime 
objective was spelled neither Hart nor Norris although he's a 
legitimate candidate for both league prizes. 

What matters is whether the defenseman achieves his 
October challenge; to lift his Predators into a playoff berth.  

So far, so good; for Josi and his jesters. 

What matters is whether the defenseman achieves his 
October challenge; to lift his Predators into a playoff berth.  

So far, so good; for Josi and his jesters. 

* Other Isles plusses this term -- UBS Arena, best in the NHL 
-- and MSG Networks' Brendan Burke who has fast emerged 
as a fabulous network play-by-play wizard. 

* Speaking of best-at-mike, we'll all miss the genius of ever-
wonder Rick Jeanneret. , Buffalo's best-in-voice for decades. 
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* Sorry, but I still can't believe that Michigan -- so well-
sprinkled with NHL draftees -- was knocked off by Denver, 
eventual champs.. 

* Did you catch Iggy Sheserkin waving "good-bye" -- or was 
it an advance we'll beat you in the playoffs "Hello" -- to 
Losing Goalie Tristan Jarry the other night? 

* Would I love to see a Pitt-Rangers four-out-of-seven.  

* At best -- his very best -- Jarry would lose itto Iggy, four 
games to one. 

* Then again, after Game Two, it might be necessary for 
Mike Sullivan to insert Casey DeSmith.  

--- 

THE APRIL WORRY MACHINE 

No matter how you shake it, every coach of a contending 
team suffers pre-playoff worries. Here are a few who could 
use a ton of aspirins: 

TAMPA: Too much wear and tear. 

FLORIDA: Eklad's injury is poison --same as last year.  

COLORADO: They got too hot, too soon. 

BOSTON: Charlie McAvoy is an ace on D but the B's lack a 
genuine playoff goalie.  

CAROLINA: Freddie Andersen's playoff performances have 
been -- eh! 

TORONTO: It's tradition. The Leafs never reach the peak. 

RANGERS: Many of the impressive imports may disrupt the 
previously cool chemistry. 

PITTSBURGH: Coach Sully is too dependent on older 
players whose tires are worn. 

CAPITALS: Pete Laviolette has no one to bail them out in 
goal. 

VOILA! MINNESOTA: No headaches for Pal Billy Guerin. His 
Wild is a legit upset-maker!. 

--- 

WHO SAID IT? "The Islanders choose Denis Potvin." 
(Answer Below) 

--- 

A BOUNCE BACK IN BUFFALO 

Among the most loyal fans on the continent, residents of 
Sabres rate a break; as in a playoff team. 

Although it won't happen this year, the sun is coming up over 
Lake Erie and Key Bank Center. Our sage Al Greenberg had 
a close-up view of Don Granato's sextet and sees hope for 
the Sabres future.  

"The encouraging news," writes Greenberg, "is that Granato 
has the goods to rebuild the team."  

For starters, Buffalo's skating migraine, Jack Eichel, had to 
be jettisoned; the sooner the better. Unfortunately for 
Granato, it was neither soon nor better. As long as the Eicher 
Black Cloud hovered over the franchise, no genuine good 
could be achieved. 

Now that Eichel is in Vegas, the rebuilding has begun. Last 
month, for example, the Sabres ran up an 8-3-3 mark. "It 
was," says Greenberg, "their best output in years. During 
one stretch of 13 games, they managed points in 11 of 
them." 

Remarkably, a catalyst of the Sabres surge is Phoenix, 
Arizona-born Tage Thompson who looks better today than 
Eichel looked then. How about this Southwesterner whose 
previous best NHL year was worth eight red lights. At last 
look, Double T had 32 G's. 

Granato has extracted the Islander-best out of Kyle Okposo 
and Jeff Skinner is looking a lot like JEFF SKINNER. 

Better still, the Sabres even have looked good in losing.  

Greenberg: "After back-to-back losses to Carolina and 
Florida, Granato remarked, "I love the competition in our 
guys. They now fully believe and expect to win a game." 

My favorite Sabres savior is goalie Craig Anderson. At age 
41, he's playing like a latter-day Johnny Bower, the Leafs 
four-Cup Hall of Famer who played his best hockey after age 
30. 

"Andy has been a life-saver during the resurgence," adds 
Greenberg. "Alex Tuch, Casey Mittelstadt and Dylan Cozens 
have helped upfront." 

Granato rates a ton of credit but prefers an ounce instead. "I 
can't take credit," he insists. "These guys have dug in and 
worked hard. They earned it. I push these guys and hope 
they respond and I'm grateful." 

Don is even more grateful that Michigan great, Owen Power, 
has signed and will be playing defense for the club. Plus the 
Sabres have three first-round picks this year. 

"Granato has plenty of talent now and in the pipeline," 
Greenberg concludes. "The question is -- will he be allowed 
enough time to properly develop it?" 

ANSWER TO WHO SAID IT? The Islanders general 
manager Bill Torrey at the 1973 Entry Draft. 
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About Last Night: Breathing room at the top 

By Alec Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes went to Madison Square Garden 
Tuesday night and did what they haven’t done a ton of there 
over the years: win. 

The Canes beat the Rangers 4-2 in a pivotal Metro Division 
game, giving Carolina a four-point edge over the Rangers 
atop the division with just eight games left to play.  

Seth Jarvis, Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Jordan 
Staal were the goal scorers for the Hurricanes, as a great 
third period saw the Canes take control of things and win the 
game. 

About last night: 

Seth Jarvis is playing well and having fun 

In his first ever game in Madison Square Garden, during his 
first ever trip to New York, Seth Jarvis had a goal and an 
assist in the Canes’ important 4-2 win over the New York 
Rangers.  

Jarvis has been playing well for the Hurricanes all season, 
and he had a really exceptional game Tuesday night in a 
battle of the Metro’s top two teams. Jarvis scored early in the 
third period on a nasty move to beat overwhelming Vezina 
frontrunner Igor Shesterkin and give the Canes the lead.  

Jarvis also assisted on Carolina’s first goal of the night, 
getting the puck towards the net to eventually lead to a goal 
after the scramble from Andrei Svechnikov.  

The stakes were huge Tuesday night. The game was in 
arguably the country’s most heralded indoor sports arena. 
But the moment wasn’t too big at all for Jarvis, who is clearly 
having so much fun as he goes on this NHL journey for the 
first time.  

“I’ve never been to New York before, so this was sick,” Jarvis 
said. “It’s an iconic stadium. I’ve watched tons of basketball 
and hockey here. To be in here — especially during morning 
skate, I was looking up at the rafters the whole time checking 
everything out — it was super cool. To score was awesome.” 

And he’s not intimidated, either. His play on the ice is proving 
that for sure, but again, it’s clear that he’s just really enjoying 
all of this. 

“It’s so cool,” Jarvis said. “I love it. It’s awesome. I think like 
you said it can be a little intimidating, but for me I think just 
the amount of games I’ve watched on TV sitting on my couch 
and now to be on the ice playing in games in this rink, it’s 
more that you can’t believe it’s happening. It’s ‘I can’t believe 
I’m out here, and I’m excited to get going.’” 

Jarvis’ play has been so consistent, and he really excelled 
Tuesday night playing alongside Aho and Svechnikov. And 

because of that, it’s kind of easy to forget that Jarvis just 
turned 20 a couple of months ago.  

He’s playing beyond his years already, and that’s a great 
thing for the Hurricanes heading into postseason play. But he 
also has an unbridled enthusiasm about it all that is so 
infectious, and it has made it really, really easy to cheer for 
him.  

“He doesn’t look like a young kid,” said Rod Brind’Amour. 
“He plays above that. You want him to take it in. We tell him 
that all the time. You should be enjoying the moments you 
get in this league. You don’t want to dwell on it or get 
overwhelmed by it, but you certainly want to appreciate the 
building and the history and all of that, and then go out and 
do your job. That’s what he did.” 

Big Apples in the Big Apple 

That Jarvis-Aho-Svechnikov line was really good for the 
Hurricanes Tuesday night after it was on the ice for the 
Rangers’ first goal, eventually contributing two of the goals 
(with Aho adding an empty netter on top of that) while 
outshooting the Rangers and out-producing New York in 
scoring chances, high-danger chances and expected goals.  

A big part of that is obviously Aho, who finished the night 
with two assists and the empty netter for the 100th multi-
point game of his NHL career. He had the great pass to set 
up Jarvis’ goal, and he also help set up the Jarvis chance 
that led to the Svechnikov goal.  

And with his two assists Tuesday night, Aho is now up to 41 
assists and 75 points on the season. His career highs there 
are 53 and 83 back in 2018-19. He’s already got his second-
most assists and goals in a single season, and he’s got a 
good chance to set new career marks across the board this 
year (he’s four goals shy of his 2019-20 mark right now).  

Aho has been such a solid rock of consistency for the 
Hurricanes over the years, and he just continues to build his 
game with each coming day. The Canes had a huge game 
Tuesday night and Aho was a big reason for the win, and 
he’s been a main reason for the success all year.  

Other Thoughts 

 Jordan Staal is suddenly the best goal scorer in the 
NHL. Staal tallied again Tuesday night, and he now 
has six goals in his last four games. Staal, who had 
just two goals this season as recently as Feb. 10, is 
now tied for sixth on the team with 14 goals. 
Bonkers.  

 Frederik Andersen is so good.  

 The Hurricanes’ penalty kill is so good.  
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 Chris Kreider has 50 goals this season, which is 
absolutely insane considering his previous career 
best was 28.  

 The Hurricanes did that thing again where they 
didn’t play great at the start but absolutely turned it 
on late to win a game. It’s good that the third 
periods are strong, that’s very important come 
postseason, but also the whole 60 needs to be 
better on a more consistent basis. The Canes would 
be the first to tell you that, though.  

 A couple of the Hurricanes’ stable of former 
Rangers had productive nights back in MSG. While 
Antti Raanta didn’t play and Tony DeAngelo, 
Brendan Smith and Derek Stepan didn’t find the 
scoresheet, Brady Skjei had two assists and Jesper 
Fast had one.  

 It was a big night for the Hurricanes on the 
standings side of things, obviously, as Carolina has 
now built a four-point buffer between itself and New 
York atop the Metro with just eight games left to 
play for both teams. Yes, there’s arguments to be 
made that finishing second would maybe lead to an 
easier first-round series (though Pittsburgh isn’t 
exactly a pushover), but the Hurricanes are 
certainly trying to win the division. You’ve got to 
beat four teams to hoist the cup anyway, the order 
is kind of whatever.  

 We’ll end with some brilliant stickhandling (and 
maybe even more brilliant knowledge of the rules) 
from Andersen.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Playoff picture starting to solidify 
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By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 104 Points (48-18-8) 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been very up and down over 
the last few weeks, so it was great to see them get a win 
over the New York Rangers who have been challenging 
them for the Metro Division. The Canes had four players 
return to MSG for the first time since leaving the Rangers: 
Brendan Smith, Tony DeAngelo, Jesper Fast, and Derek 
Stepan. It’s nice to see all four get a win in their first 
homecoming. 

While Jesperi Kotkaniemi has yet to return to the lineup, Rod 
Brind’Amour expects him to return to the lineup this week. 
Since his injury against the Washington Capitals on March 
28, the Canes have a 4-3-1 record. While this has seen the 
Canes division lead erode to four points with no games in 
hand, the Canes have also been able to show their depth. In 
previous seasons, the Canes have struggled to fill in for NHL 
regulars. Now they have been able to rotate multiple centers 
in the fourth line including Derek Stepan, Jordan Martinook, 
and Max Domi.  

The Captain is HOT right now pic.twitter.com/00aT0mj732 

— x-Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) April 13, 2022  

The Canes are also seeing the offensive resurgence of their 
captain, Jordan Staal, at the perfect time. On Sunday Staal 
set the record for the longest time between scoring hat-tricks. 
The last time he had a hat-trick before Sunday…Seth Jarvis 
was just 6-years-old. Staal didn’t stop there, he had a goal 
last night, which means he has six goals in his last four 
games.  

2. New York Rangers: 100 Points (47-21-6) 

New York Rangers forward Chris Kreider scored his 50th 
goal of the season against the Carolina Hurricanes last night. 
Kreider is only the eighth player in Rangers history to 
surpass the half-century mark in a single season. Despite the 
individual achievements, the Rangers are now four points 
behind the Canes for the Metro lead at 100 points. Despite 
being four points behind the Canes, the Rangers are the 
second Metro team to secure a playoff position this season. 

HISTORIC. pic.twitter.com/gKFiFn5o0C 

— x - New York Rangers (@NYRangers) April 13, 2022  

Four points with no games in hand could be a tough number 
to overcome with just a couple of weeks left in the season. 
The good news for the Rangers, they could avoid a strong 
Tampa Bay Lightning team or the Boston Bruins in the first 
round. Second place in the Metro likely means a first-round 
matchup with the Pittsburgh Penguins or the Washington 
Capitals if things get weird. The Rangers have a 3-1-0 record 
against the Pens this season.  

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 95 Points (42-22-11) 

Evgeni Malkin had a hearing for cross-checking Mark 
Borowiecki of the Nashville Predators which earned him a 
four-game suspension/. At the end of the second period, the 
Russian forward cross-checked Borowiecki in the face after 
the play was over. Malkin has only been suspended one 
other time in his almost 1,000 game career. The NHL came 

down against Toronto Maple Leafs forward, Auston 
Matthews, when he did the same against defenseman 
Rasmus Dahlin. Player safety has been controversial this 
year but it has been great seeing them crackdown on 
unnecessary cross-checks to the head.  

This comes at a time when the Pens are trying to compete 
with the Washington Capitals for a wild card position. Just a 
couple of weeks ago the Penguins were looking at the top of 
the division. With a 3-6-1 record in their last 10 games, they 
are now just three points ahead of the Caps in the standings 
with the Caps holding two games in hand. Now without 
Malkin, the Pens have a 53% chance to play either the 
Florida Panthers or the Carolina Hurricanes.  

4. Washington Capitals: 92 Points (41-22-10) 

A three-game win streak against playoff competition. Come 
from behind game against the Boston Bruins on Sunday. An 
empty-net goal by Alexander Ovechkin was the 775th goal of 
his career. Ovi lost no time yesterday in scoring his 776th 
goal. With just a couple of weeks left in the season, the Caps 
certainly seem like a team that you would want to avoid in 
the playoffs. They won last night’s game by a score of 9-2 
and have a 13-4-1 record since the start of March.  

Despite their strong play, they still have a 56% chance to 
play the Florida Panthers in the first round of the playoffs. 
They also have a 30% chance to play the New York Rangers 
and a 12% chance to play the Carolina Hurricanes according 
to The Athletic.  

5. New York Islanders: 77 Points (34-29-9) 

New York Islanders head coach, Barry Trotz, attracted 
eyeballs from across the league on Saturday. When trying to 
call a timeout against the St. Louis Blues late in the third 
period, he threw a stick on the ice to try to get the attention of 
the officials who were not looking to acknowledge his 
request. The penalty sums up the Islander's season well. 
They have faced so many situations out of their control and 
have tried to overcome them, but will come up just short. 

A career high in saves for Sorokin, 2 goals each for Parise 
and Bailey and a shootout win. 

The Islanders are now playing the spoilers and certainly 
seem to be enjoying the role. Their win against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins last night kept them from securing a 
playoff berth. Of their 10 games remaining, nine come 
against teams that are in playoff position. This veteran team 
combined with the style of head coach Barry Trotz will 
maintain their record of a hard out. That combined with their 
veteran roster with little turnover means they will continue to 
be one of the toughest outs of the late season. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 74 Points (34-33-6) 

Forward Jack Roslovic scored his second career hat trick 
against the Detroit Red Wings on Sunday. Roslovic was one 
of the key pieces in the Pierre Luc-Duois trade with the 
Winnipeg Jets. Roslovic has shown flashes of brilliance 
throughout his career but has struggled to bring consistency 
which has really hurt the Blue Jackets. His 15 goals and 36 
assists are career bests for the Ohio native, but he has 
struggled to take the next step that Columbus hoped he 
would do to solidify as a top-two center. 
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The 25-year-old is a pending restricted free agent with 
arbitration rights. The Blue Jackets hoped he would have 
already taken the next step. While he is due a raise, the next 
contract could be a bridge deal that could help both player 
and team. The team can get a top-six forward at a 
reasonable rate, and if Rosolivic breaks out, he can 
renegotiate for a better salary in a couple of seasons.  

7. Philadelphia Flyers: 57 Points (23-39-11) 

The Philadelphia Flyers have completely turned their focus to 
the future. The Flyers signed forward Bobby Brink to a three-
year entry-level contract. Brink was the 34th overall pick in 
the 2019 NHL entry draft by the Flyers and just won an 
NCAA National Championship with the University of Denver. 
Brink was also a Hobey Baker finalist as the most 
outstanding player in the NCAA with 14 goals and 43 assists 
in 41 games played.  

While the Flyers can’t be happy with a 9-2 loss to the 
Washington Capitals, they can be happy that Brink was able 
to earn his first NHL point in his first NHL game with an 
assist on a James van Riemsdyk goal. Brink was one of the 
best players in the NCAA this season and could very well be 
a mainstay in the Flyers lineup to come. His late addition to a 
struggling lineup reminds me of Justin Faulk with the Canes 

back in 2011. While they are different positions, the players 
both address a need the current team is trying to address. 
Brink could very well accelerate his development if he keeps 
up his production in the last month of the season. 

8. New Jersey Devils: 56 Points (25-41-6) 

Now that forward Jack Hughes is out for the season, the 
New Jersey Devils are in full tank mode. The only thing they 
can truly hope for now is a better draft pick in the upcoming 
draft. What makes the Devils so compelling, they had one of 
the best offseasons of any team in the NHL but have not had 
any real positive impacts in their on-ice game. Sure, Hughes 
has been injured for a good portion of the season, but the 
goaltending and depth of the team have let them down. 

The next question for the Devils is if they are going to be 
happy with the direction that head coach Lindy Ruff has the 
team going. Normally, it’s an irrational move to fire a coach 
after one season, but with his inability to get anything going 
with a more skilled team than Jersey has had in seasons, it’s 
likely the right move. The other thing they will have to do is 
secure a better goaltender. They proved they could attract 
top-end talent last off-season, it will be interesting to see if 
they can do it again. 

 

 

First Responders Night: April 23 

With each passing year, it becomes increasingly clear how 
much Chicagoans need first responders and the critical skills 
they provide. 

To show appreciation for their dedication and commitment to 
all of us, the Chicago Wolves and Turtle Wax are teaming up 
to host First Responders Night on Saturday, April 23, at 
Allstate Arena. 

Before the Central Division-leading Wolves face the 
Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m., the Village of Rosemont will 
host a Touch-A-Truck event in the arena’s South parking lot 
from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Fans get the chance to learn all about the 
ins-and outs of high-tech police, fire and EMS vehicles and 
more. The Touch-A-Truck event is presented by Turtle Wax. 
All fans with a game ticket are welcome to attend. 

The Chicago Wolves and Turtle Wax have respected the 
work of Chicago-area first responders for decades. The late 
Denis Healy and his wife, Sondra, parlayed their status as 
Turtle Wax co-chairmen and prominent members of the 
community to lend their support to the 100 Club of Chicago 
for more than three decades. The 100 Club provides 
financial support and much more for families of first 
responders killed in the line of duty and active-duty first 
responders throughout Illinois. 

Wolves senior executive vice president Wayne Messmer 
long has advocated on behalf of first responders — a cause 
that became personal since being shot in the throat during a 
robbery attempt on Chicago’s near west side on April 9, 
1994. Thanks to the immediate response by Chicago Fire 
Department paramedics Henry Hugel and Bill Steiner early 
that morning, Messmer received the initial care he needed to 
start on the path to full recovery. 

“I just remember them being matter-of-fact,” Messmer told 
DNAInfo.com in 2014. “I was so vulnerable at that point, and 
I trusted them to do what needed to be done immediately 
and get me somewhere where they could do the right sort of 
triage. It was their calmness more than anything else that I’ll 
remember. 

“There’s no question whatsoever, had I not been attended, I 
would have been out — dead.” 

Chicagoans who want to attend First Responders Night can 
purchase tickets here. 

The Wolves and Turtle Wax also want to honor local first 
responders by providing a special ticket offer to this game. 
To claim this special ticket offer, please visit this page.
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Noesen scores again in Texas 

Stefan Noesen scored his AHL-leading 41st goal, but the 
Texas Stars claimed a 3-2 victory over the Chicago Wolves 
in a bruising affair Wednesday night at H-E-B Center. 

Center Ryan Suzuki also scored for the Wolves (44-14-5-5), 
whose magic number to capture the Central Division crown 
remained at 3. They’ll have a chance to clinch the franchise’s 
fifth title in the last six years Friday night at Texas. 

Chicago played without captain Andrew Poturalski, the AHL’s 
co-leader in points with 88. Poturalski and his wife, Haley, 
welcomed their first child, Morrison, into the world 
Wednesday morning. 

Texas (28-26-6-6) broke on top with a Joel L’Esperance 
power-play goal 3:06 into the night, then pushed the lead to 
2-0 at 8:02 of the first when Riley Damiani finished a perfect 
pass to the back door by Ryan Shea. 

The Wolves jumped back into the fray on the power play with 
one minute left in the first. Joey Keane and Jack Drury 
worked the puck down to Noesen just outside the crease, 
where the Texas native used his quick hands and nifty 
footwork to solve Stars goaltender Matthew Murray in his 
professional debut. 

Texas regained a two-goal lead 8:45 into the second when 
Wolves goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov made a tough stop, but 

Fredrik Karlstrom corralled the rebound and swept it home to 
make it 3-1. 

The Wolves chopped their deficit again on Suzuki’s goal at 
15:40 of the second. He won a faceoff in the offensive zone, 
which launched a quick attack by David Gust. The puck 
wound up along the left half-wall with defenseman Jesper 
Sellgren, who whipped a centering pass toward the slot for 
Suzuki. He angled his right skate toward the net and used 
his foot to redirect the puck past Murray. 

Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky removed Kochetkov for 
most of the final two minutes to get an extra skater on the 
ice, but the visitors could only get one more shot on net as 
the Stars protected the house. 

Murray (1-0-0), who just finished five seasons at NCAA 
power UMass-Amherst, stopped 20 shots to win his pro 
debut. Kochetkov (11-1-1) posted 19 saves as he suffered 
his first regulation loss since coming to North America Feb. 
15. 

The Wolves continue their three-game visit with the Texas 
Stars at 7 p.m. Friday. The team returns to Allstate Arena at 
7 p.m. Tuesday to face the Rockford IceHogs on Craft Beer 
Night. To find the best deals on tickets, contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/writers-roundtable-wrapping-up-the-regular-season/c-332900938 

https://www.nhl.com/news/super-16-nhl-power-rankings-april-14/c-332965654 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/fischler-report-strange-but-fascinating-times-in-the-nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/13/23023574/about-last-night-breathing-room-at-the-top 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/13/23023215/metropolitan-division-weekly-roundup-playoff-picture-starting-to-solidify 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/13/first-responders-night-april-23/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/13/noesen-scores-again-in-texas/ 
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Detroit Red Wings on killer schedule: A reminder of what winning hockey 
looks like 

 

Helene St. James, Detroit Free Press 

4-4 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

Just as the Detroit Red Wings seemed to have something to build on, it 
crumbled. And now comes a stretch against a series of potential 
wrecking balls. 

The Wings, after dropping two mostly close games, face six straight 
games against opponents jostling for playoff positioning, beginning 
Thursday at the Carolina Hurricanes. After the Hurricanes come a 
Saturday matinee at the New York Rangers, playing on Easter at home 
against the Florida Panthers, and then a trip to Tampa Bay and Florida, 
and then Pittsburgh in the last game this season at Little Caesars Arena.  

"Those are teams getting ready for next level," coach Jeff Blashill said. "It 
will be a continued reminder for us of what it takes to play winning 
hockey and we have to make sure that we’re more efficient." 

The Wings (28-35-10) weren't efficient Tuesday at LCA, and that led to 
the ignominy of losing for the third time to the Ottawa Senators, who sit 
below the Wings in the standings.  

"We’re trying to get in their zone and create offense, but against this 
team, we had a tough time finding ways to do that," alternate captain 
Marc Staal said. "We’re still giving up too many chances off the rush. We 
need to be more solid from the red line in. We have guys that are skilled 
enough to score, we just have to keep working on tightening up in the 
defensive zone." 

It was a 2-1 game until the last minute, when the Senators scored two 
empty-net goals. In the prior game, the Wings scored four goals but lost 
in overtime to the Columbus Blue Jackets, another team that's not 
advancing to the playoffs. What's damming is that those losses came 
after the Wings beat the Boston Bruins and then went into Winnipeg and 
won, scoring back-to-back wins against teams that needed the points.  

"I would say if you look back over the last four games, we’ve had better 
urgency, better sacrifice. I don’t know that urgency was lacking, I do think 
we didn’t play right enough. Sometimes you want to win and you start to 
hoping you get the puck on offense or you cheat for offense a little bit. It 
wasn’t a lack of urgency or care, but it was definitely not playing the right 
way." 

Tyler Bertuzzi scored on a power play against the Senators, but he was a 
minus-4 for a second straight game, as was Dylan Larkin. Lucas 
Raymond had an assist but was also minus-4, after being minus-2 
against Columbus.  

The Wings are nine games from the end, and the lessons are the same 
as they have been: Take care of the puck, limit defensive-zone time, 
don't give up easy opportunities and shoot the puck whenever possible. 
They just pulled themselves out of a six-game losing streak, and the 
stretch ahead is as tough as it gets. But that's the lesson of playing 
hockey that wins. 
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Wings notebook: Difficult Eastern stretch up next; 6-6 goalie Hellberg 
signed 

 

Ted Kulfan, The Detroit News 

5-7 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

Detroit — Here the Red Wings go again. 

In another scheduling quirk, and playing in the Eastern Conference this 
season this quick can happen occasionally, the Wings play six 
consecutive games against playoff teams from the East. 

It's a gauntlet, for sure. Carolina, New York Rangers, Florida, Tampa, 
Florida again, and Pittsburgh. 

It won't be easy. 

"We have to play some elite teams, but that's part of playing in the NHL, 
you have to show up every day, be consistent and have the same work 
ethic and preparation no matter who you're playing," defenseman Marc 
Staal said.  

The Wings had a similar stretch in late February/early March, playing 
seven similar teams, and went 2-5-0. It helped contribute to a lengthy 
Wings' slump that eliminated any hopes of staying in the playoff chase. 

The Wings are entering Thursday's game in Carolina having lost games 
to non-playoff teams Columbus and Ottawa. For sure, they'll have to play 
better defensively than they did in Tuesday's 4-1 loss to Ottawa. 

"You want to play right way against every team, but certainly with the 
stretch we have coming up, we better be good defensively," coach Jeff 
Blashill said. "Get the puck out of our zone, especially (Thursday). If you 
spend extended shifts in your zone, you're in trouble. You better do a 
good job getting the puck out and getting the puck in. 

"Our defensive play will have to be better (than against Ottawa)." 

'Too many guys looking for offense': Ottawa completes season sweep of 
Wings 
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The Wings likely are going to be all these playoffs teams playing hard, 
playing to win and earn two important points, and getting fine-tuned for 
the playoffs. 

In all, a good atmosphere for the Wings' youngest players, but also most 
everyone on the roster. 

"It's a good litmus test for all of them," Blashill said. "Certainly it tests 
these younger players if they are ready to be impactful players on a good 
team. To do that, you have to beat good teams. We'll see. It's an every-
night league. Some of our younger players were good for a couple of 
games and they weren't as good (Tuesday).  

"We have to make sure we're good every single night. We'll get tested. 

"We're going to play some teams with urgency, some teams that are 
getting ready to play at their next level. It's a reminder for us for it takes to 
play winning hockey. We have to make sure we're more efficient." 

Defensive slump 

The Dylan Larkin line with Lucas Raymond and Tyler Bertuzzi were all 
minus-four in Tuesday's loss against Ottawa, after Larkin and Bertuzzi 
were both minus-four in Saturday's loss to Columbus while Raymond 
was minus-two in that defeat. 

It's a small sample size during a long season, but definitely a two-game 
stretch where the line struggled defensively. 

"If they were sitting up here, they would say they have to play better 
individually, make sure they do a better job," Blashill said. "They've 
worked hard at times but not necessarily been as sound defensively as 
they want to be, or I want them to be." 

Organizational depth 

The Wings announced the signing of goaltender Magnus Hellberg to a 
one-year contract. 

Hellberg, 31, spent this season with Sochi HC of the Kontinental Hockey 
League (KHL), posting a 2.42 goals-against average, .917 save 
percentage and five shutouts in 37 games. 

Hellberg (6-foot-6, 209-pounds) has spent the last five seasons in the 
KHL recording an 81-64-14 record in 169 appearances. Hellberg 
represented Sweden at the 2022 Winter Olympics, appearing in two 
games and posting a 1-0-1 record.  

Originally drafted by Nashville Predators in the second-round (38th 
overall) of the 2011 Entry Draft, Hellberg spent five seasons (2012-17) in 
North America before playing in the KHL. Hellberg has made four NHL 
appearances for the Predators and New York Rangers, recording a 1-0-0 
record (2.70 GAA, .868 SVS). 

Hellberg has an 84-71-28 record in the AHL, with 2.49 GAA and .914 
SVS. 

Ice chips 

Larkin, Pius Suter and Oskar Sundqvist didn't practice Wednesday, using 
it as a "maintenance day". Blashill is confident all three will play against 
Carolina, but couldn't say definitively. 

...The Wings only 25 shots against Ottawa and passed up too many 
shots for Blashill's preference. 

"We definitely passed up opportunities where we had real looks,” Blashill 
said. “There’s lots of ways to create zone time. It’s more just putting the 
other team on their heels and making the goalie make saves, and the 
chaos that shots create. I don’t think we did enough of that. We passed 
up some real looks in the slot to try to make a better play and a better 
play is not there. Just shoot the puck in that situation.” 

...Blashill had no timetable on a return for Givani Smith (undisclosed 
injury), who hasn't played since March 22. 
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'Beniers Watch' officially on; ex-Wolverine picks up first NHL assist in 
Kraken debut 

 

Geoff Baker, The Detroit News 

5-6 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

Calgary, Alberta — What little history the Kraken have will show that 
Matty Beniers took the ice for his very first NHL shift just 21 seconds into 
Tuesday night’s debut game. 

More importantly, it will be noted that just under 14 minutes later, the 
team’s No. 2 overall pick from the University of Michigan in last summer’s 
entry draft recorded his first-ever NHL point. 

Beniers gaining the primary assist on Ryan Donato’s opening goal 
ultimately wasn’t enough in what became a 5-3 loss to the Calgary 
Flames, but the Kraken hope it’s a demarcation point of sorts between 
where they are and what they aspire to be. 

Ex-Wolverine Matty Beniers had an assist in his first NHL game with the 
Kraken on Tuesday night in Calgary. 

The Kraken appeared primed for their first-ever victory over the Pacific 
Division leaders in their fourth and final crack at them, taking a two-goal 
lead into the final frame. They’d gotten help from a Victor Rask goal early 
in the second period that looked as if it might stand up the rest of the 
way, especially when Adam Larsson scored late in the frame to give the 
visitors a two-goal lead. 

But it’s been a difficult Kraken season for a reason. 

They got an early power-play chance in the third, deploying Beniers on 
the primary unit. But he was out there only 37 seconds before Vince 
Dunn took an elbowing call and then Yanni Gourde a tripping penalty 
right after to leave the Kraken down a man. 

Beniers managed to draw a penalty when Mangiapane kneed him with 
3:38 to play. He even got a one-timed slapper off on the ensuing power 
play, but Dan Vladar – who’d replaced Jacob Markstrom to start the third 
– got in front of the shot. 

Matthew Tkachuk then scored his second goal of the night into an empty 
net with Driedger pulled to close things out. 

Beniers was meant to be the Kraken’s future from the moment he was 
picked No. 2 overall last July in the franchise’s very first draft selection. 
But his NHL arrival a full college season later has taken on added 
urgency with the Kraken’s on-ice performance coming nowhere close to 
the more competitive team expected when last year’s draft took place. 

Struggling teams throughout the NHL love parading top prospects around 
this time of year, offering fans the promise of more than the season 
they’ve been given to-date. The Buffalo Sabres did the same Tuesday 
night with No. 1 overall pick Owen Power while No. 5 selection Kent 
Johnson is expected to debut for the Columbus Blue Jackets on 
Wednesday. 

Power and Johnson teamed with Beniers at Michigan until the 
Wolverines were ousted in the Frozen Four national semifinal last 
Thursday by eventual champion Denver. 

From there, “Beniers Watch” was officially on, continued through his 
signing on Sunday, his first Kraken practice Monday and then Tuesday 
night’s debut. As is traditional for NHL rookies playing their first game, a 
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helmetless Beniers took the ice alone for a solo lap with his teammates 
holding back in the tunnel. 

His first shift, a 41-second affair, was relatively uneventful as were the 
three others that followed as Beniers acclimated to NHL play. But by the 
time he hopped back on the ice at the 13:44 mark of the opening period, 
he seemed more into the play and conscious of the pace. 

The Seattle Kraken agreed to terms with Michigan Wolverines top 
prospect Matty Beniers. 

Some nice work by Vince Dunn in behind the Calgary net saw him dish 
the puck back to Beniers atop the left faceoff circle. Beniers made as if 
he was about to shoot, then slid the puck cross ice to Donato for a one-
timed slap-shot goal from the opposing circle. 

It wasn’t an overly complicated-looking play. Just the kind of heads-up 
decision the Kraken were hoping they would see plenty of from a guy 
they hope can become a featured centerman. Beniers and Donato both 
work out in the same Boston gym every summer and could be doing far 
more around each other in seasons to come than merely lifting weights in 
the same room. 

Donato now has a career high 15 goals as it appears he may finally have 
found a home with the Kraken after bouncing around Boston, Minnesota 
and San Jose in recent seasons. It’s no coincidence the Kraken started 
Beniers off on a line with a guy he’s familiar with in Donato, with veteran 
leader Jordan Eberle paired on the opposite wing. 

Eberle nearly had a goal as well midway through the second period, 
redirecting a puck off the crossbar after Beniers’ line had maintained 
extended pressure in Calgary’s end. But it just wasn’t meant to be the 
Kraken’s night. When the final horn sounded, they’d have to settle for a 
positive start by Beniers as a rare bit of good news as their frustrating 
first season continues to wind slowly down. 
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How Red Wings’ draft lottery odds could still be impacted 

 

Published: Apr. 13, 2022, 6:01 p.m. 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings’ record could take a hit during a 
rugged six-game stretch that starts Thursday at Carolina. 

Even if it does, their draft lottery odds aren’t likely to get appreciably 
better. 

The Red Wings (28-35-10) have 66 points, one more than Buffalo, but six 
more than the next-lowest team, Ottawa. 

In its current spot, Detroit would have a 5.4 percent chance of winning 
the lottery for the No. 1 pick and a 5.8 percent chance of selecting 
second, according to Tankathon.com. Ninth would be the Red Wings’ 
most likely draft position (58.6 percent), followed by 10th (27.6 percent). 
They would select no lower than 11th (2.7 percent). 

If the Sabres finish ahead of the Red Wings, Detroit’s chances of landing 
the top pick improve only slightly to 5.8 percent and its best odds would 
be eighth (49.4 percent). 

All of that is for the front office to concern itself with; the team is focused 
on finishing strong and building momentum heading into next season. 
That will be a challenge with a remaining schedule that includes two 
games with Florida (second overall) and one each against Carolina 

(third), Toronto (fourth), the New York Rangers (fifth), Tampa Bay (ninth) 
and Pittsburgh (11th). 

“We’re going to play some teams that are getting ready to play at that 
next level,” coach Jeff Blashill said. “I think it will be a continual reminder 
for us of what it takes to play winning hockey. We got to make sure that 
we’re more efficient. We have to make sure that we don’t have extended 
D-zone (shifts), we get pucks out when we get opportunities. We got to 
make sure we don’t give up those easy opportunities. And then we got to 
have more of a shooting mentality.” 

The Red Wings face only one non-playoff club – a pair of games at New 
Jersey on April 24 and 29. 

“That’s part of playing in the NHL,” defenseman Marc Staal said. “You 
got to show up every day and be consistent and have the same work 
ethic, same preparation no matter who you’re playing or when you’re 
playing, and that’s our job.” 

Blashill said his team allowed too many easy scoring opportunities its 
past two games – a 5-4 overtime loss to Columbus and 4-1 setback to 
Ottawa. 

“We don’t need to make perfect plays,” Blashill said. “We just got to take 
what’s given and we got to do a better job of that.” 

The top line has had rough two games. Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi 
each are a combined minus-8 and Lucas Raymond a minus-6. Being on 
the ice for both of Tim Stutzle’s empty-net goals on Tuesday contributed 
to that rating. 

“If a line like Larkin’s line is struggling then other people have to step up,” 
Blashill said. “It can’t just be on one line. It certainly tests these younger 
players to see if they’re ready to be impactful players on good teams. To 
do that you got to beat good teams. It’s an every-night league. I thought 
some of our young guys were good for a couple of games but some of 
them weren’t as good (Tuesday). We got to make sure we’re good every 
single night and certainly we’re going to get tested.” 
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Red Wings sign goalie Magnus Hellberg, providing depth for Griffins 

 

Published: Apr. 13, 2022, 2:22 p.m. 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

The Detroit Red Wings, needing some help in net for the Grand Rapids 
Griffins, today signed veteran KHL and AHL goaltender Magnus Hellberg 
for the remainder of the season. 

Calvin Pickard, the Griffins’ No. 1 goalie, was injured during a relief stint 
in the Red Wings’ 11-2 loss at Pittsburgh on March 27 and hasn’t 
returned. 

Hellberg, 31, spent this past season with Sochi HC of the Kontinental 
Hockey League, posting a 13-20-4 record, 2.42 goals-against average, 
.917 save percentage and five shutouts in 37 games. 

Hellberg (6-6, 209) was drafted in the second round by Nashville in 2011 
(38th overall) but has appeared in only four NHL games (1-0-0, 2.70 
GAA, .868 save percentage). 

He has played for three KHL clubs in the past five seasons (Kunlun Red 
Star, St. Petersburg SKA and Sochi), recording an 81-64-14 record in 
169 appearances. 
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The native of Uppsala, Sweden, also represented his country at the 2022 
Olympics, appearing in two games and posting a 1-0-1 record, along with 
a 2.46 GAA and 0.933 save percentage. 

Hellberg has appeared in 187 AHL games with Milwaukee and Hartford, 
posting an 84-71-28 record, 2.49 GAA and .914 save percentage. 

The Griffins, in Pickard’s absence, have been leaning on Victor 
Brattstrom, who has struggled in his first season in North America (7-14-
3. 3.43 GAA, .893 save percentage). 
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Red Wings fail to capitalize enough against non-playoff teams 

 

Published: Apr. 13, 2022, 6:01 a.m. 

By Ansar Khan | akhan1@mlive.com 

 

DETROIT – The Detroit Red Wings have had several games over the 
past few weeks against teams in a similar predicament – out of the 
playoff picture and trying to finish the season with momentum. 

They haven’t capitalized nearly enough, particularly against Ottawa. 

The Senators defeated the Red Wings 4-1 Tuesday at Little Caesars 
Arena, capping a season series sweep with their third win in 12 days vs. 
Detroit. 

The Red Wings (28-35-10) over the past 3½ weeks also have dropped 
games against non-playoff clubs Seattle, the New York Islanders and 
Columbus (in overtime). 

“I thought we had good energy tonight coming into the building,” 
defenseman Marc Staal said. “It’s frustrating to get beaten by these 
teams, Ottawa, obviously, three times. We got to find a way to correct 
that tomorrow and go into Carolina and play better.” 

The Red Wings begin a grueling six-game stretch against elite clubs 
Thursday at Carolina. 

The Red Wings were hurt by two momentum-deflating goals. 

The first was by Austin Watson with 4.3 seconds remaining in the 
opening period. Then, after Tyler Bertuzzi tied it on the power play at 
12:27 of the second, the Senators responded swiftly with Drake 
Batherson’s goal at 15:32. 

“They score a face-off goal with missed assignments,” coach Jeff Blashill 
said. “That’s too easy of a goal to give up. They got to earn it more than 
that. If you’re not going to score lots, and we’ve been in this stretch 
where we haven’t scored nearly as much as we did at one point in the 
year, you have to make sure that you’re better defensively. You have to 
make sure you manage the puck better.” 

Said Staal: “We got the crowd kind of going and they start to get into it 
and then it gets quiet again. It’s tough. You want to build momentum after 
a power-play goal like that in your own building. Definitely deflating for 
sure.” 

Another deflating moment came just three seconds after they went on the 
power play while trailing 2-1 with 6:20 remaining in regulation. Sam 
Gagner was called for interference on the face-off, negating a good 
opportunity to tie it. 

Tim Stutzle scored a pair of empty-net goals to wrap it up, the first with 
1:05 to play. 

The Red Wings managed only 25 shots on Anton Forsberg. 

“We definitely passed up opportunities where we had real looks,” Blashill 
said. “There’s lots of ways to create zone time. I think it’s more just 
putting the other team on their heels and making the goalie make saves, 
and the chaos that shots create. I don’t think we did enough of that. We 
passed up some real looks in the slot to try to make a better play and a 
better play is not there. Just shoot the puck in that situation.” 

The Red Wings scored only five goals in the three games against 
Ottawa, but Staal doesn’t believe that’s the main issue. 

“We’re still giving up too many chances in D-zone coverage and off the 
rush,” Staal said. “We need to be more solid from our red line in. We 
have guys that are skilled enough to make plays and score some goals. 
We got to keep working on tightening up the defensive side of the puck.” 
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Avalanche steamrolls visiting Kings with season-high nine goals 

 

Kyle Fredrickson3-3 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

The Avalanche scoring machine is reaching new heights. 

Colorado steamrolled the visiting Los Angeles Kings, 9-3, on Wednesday 
night at Ball Arena to mark a season-high for goals scored this season. 

Nathan Mackinnon recorded a hat trick and two assists. He joined six 
teammates with multi-point efforts: Nicolas Aube-Kubel (two goals), 
Andre Burakovsky (goal/assist), Bo Byram (two assists), Artturi Lehkonen 
(two assists), Cale Makar (three assists/goal) and Val Nichushkin (two 
goals). 

“I loved the way we finished off the game,” coach Jared Bednar said. 

The Avalanche, 53-14-6, extended its current winning streak to seven 
games. Colorado makes a quick turnaround on Thursday against the 
Devils in playing the second game on back-to-back nights. Only nine 
regular season games remain until the playoffs. 

The Avs led 4-0 after the first period and jumped out to a two-goal lead 
within the opening four minutes of play. 

Aube-Kubel hammered the puck from inside the left circle and it bounced 
underneath the leg pad of Kings goaltender Jonathan Quick. Then 
Nichushkin secured his first career 20-goal NHL season with a buried 
rebound at the net. Byram, in his fourth game back from ongoing 
concussion issues, assisted on both Avalanche goals. 

Colorado just kept coming. 

MacKinnon made it 3-0 with a power-play blast. Los Angeles changed 
goalies, swapping Quick for Cal Petersen, and Aube-Kubel scored 41 
seconds later (his second goal of the night). 

The Kings showed life early in the second period. Los Angeles forward 
Adrian Kempe snuck a rebound past Avalanche goalie Darcy Kuemper. 
Then a blue-line blast from King defenseman Jordan Pence was tipped in 
by forward Alex Iafallo — cutting LA’s deficit to 4-2 midway through the 
period. 

“Our first period, we came so strong and maybe we slacked for maybe 
five minutes in the second period,” Aube-Kubel said. “That’s where they 
got their momentum.” 

But the Avalanche never panicked. Burakovsky scored from the slot on a 
Kings defensive turnover. Colorado’s second power-play chance of the 
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night resulted in a Makar goal (No. 26 on the season). MacKinnon 
assisted on both scoring plays. 

Mackinnon opened the third period with a breakaway goal. Nichushkin 
scored again. Then MacKinnon earned his hat trick despite telling 
reporters it wasn’t on his mind. 

“We play tomorrow. I was just chilling,” Mackinnon said. “A good bounce 
and I just kind of whacked at it. I was blessed tonight, for sure.” 

Los Angeles added a late goal from Phillip Danault. 
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Avalanche’s final 10-game stretch began against hungry L.A. Kings 

 

Mike Chambers4-4 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

The 10-game “runway” to the Stanley Cup playoffs, as Avalanche coach 
Jared Bednar coined it, began Wednesday night against a hungry team 
at Ball Arena. 

Colorado, now tied with the Florida Panthers with a league-high 110 
points, hosted the Los Angeles Kings, who entered Denver in a five-team 
scramble for the final three spots in the Western Conference. 

The Kings (88 points) have just seven remaining games — fewer than 
Edmonton (90 points), Nashville (89), Dallas (88) and Vegas (85). The 
Avs lead the conference with 110 points — 11 ahead of second-place 
Calgary — and are heavily favored to collect the No. 1 seed and open 
the postseason against the No. 8 seed (second wild card). 

“They’ve been playing with a ton of urgency for quite some time because 
of where they’re sitting in the standings,” Bednar said of the Kings after 
Wednesday’s morning skate at Ball Arena. “They’re looking ahead of 
them trying to catch teams and looking behind them trying to stay ahead 
of those teams. I think it’s good for us. When you’re playing hungry 
teams, you have no choice but to dig in and get competitive and be 
focused and engaged in your game. 

“Otherwise, you’re going to get embarrassed. Doesn’t matter who you 
play. So it’s good for our team to continually play the teams that are 
fighting for playoff spots. It’s going to keep the level of our game high.” 

The Avs (52-14-6) entered Wednesday riding a six-game winning streak, 
despite missing top-six forwards Gabe Landeskog (knee) in each of 
those games and Nazem Kadri (neck/shoulder) in the last four. Both are 
expected back for the beginning of the playoffs early next month. Kadri 
could return next week, Bednar said, but Landeskog still doesn’t have a 
timeline to add skating to his recovery. 

In goal and on the blueline, Colorado is nearly fully healthy. Defenseman 
Ryan Murray (arm) has been skating with Kadri and could also be 
cleared next week. 

Defenseman Erik Johnson returned to the lineup Wednesday after being 
a healthy scratch in Saturday’s 5-4 shootout victory at Edmonton. Jack 
Johnson sat out against the Kings as Colorado has the luxury to rest 
players heading into the playoffs. 

“We’ll bounce some guys in and out but we want to compete for first 
overall (President’s Trophy). So we’re still hungry,” Bednar said. “It 
should be a hungry group. But it’s about fine-tuning our game at this 
point.” 

Florida climbed to 110 points with Tuesday’s overtime victory against 
Anaheim. The Panthers now have nine remaining games. 

Colorado is looking to win the President’s Trophy for the second straight 
time, and third overall. 

Footnotes. Goalie Darcy Kuemper was Wednesday’s scheduled starter 
against the Kings, who defeated the Blackhawks 5-2 on Tuesday in 
Chicago. L.A. did not have a morning skate on Wednesday. … The 
Avalanche brought another undrafted prospect into the fold Wednesday, 
adding Hobey Baker Award finalist Ben Meyers to the mix with a two-
year contract through the 2022-23 season, the team announced. The 
University of Minnesota forward’s signing comes a day after the Avs 
inked Minnesota State free agent Wyatt Aamodt. Meyers compiled 41 
points (17 goals, 24 assists) in 34 games as a team captain in his junior 
year. The 5-foot-11, 200-pound center was named the Big Ten player of 
the year, as he led the Gophers in both points and goals en route to the 
Frozen Four. He racked up 95 points (39 goals, 56 assists) in 102 career 
games with Minnesota. 
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Avalanche signs Hobey Baker finalist Ben Meyers to two-year contract 

 

The Denver Post2-2 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

The Colorado Avalanche brought another prospect into the fold 
Wednesday, adding Hobey Baker Award finalist Ben Meyers to the mix 
with a two-year contract through the 2022-23 season, the team 
announced. 

The University of Minnesota forward’s signing comes a day after the Avs 
inked Minnesota State free agent Wyatt Aamodt. 

Meyers compiled 41 points (17 goals, 24 assists) in 34 games as a team 
captain. The 5-foot-11, 200-pound center was named the Big Ten Player 
of the Year, as he led the Gophers in both points and goals en route to 
the Frozen Four. He racked up 95 points (39 goals, 56 assists) in 102 
career games with Minnesota, 

A 23-year-old Delano, Minn., native, Meyers represented the United 
States at the 2022 Winer Olympics in Beijing, registering four points (two 
goals, two assists) in four games. 

Prior to that joining the Gophers, he played for the Fargo Force in the 
United States Hockey League from 2017-19 and helped the franchise win 
its first Clark Cup as USHL champions in 2018. He broke a team record 
with 58 regular season goals over 124 games, while also totaling 52 
assists with Fargo. 
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How the Avalanche landed Ben Meyers: An easy interview, a personal 
connection and 'lofty goals' 

 

Peter Baugh8-10 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

University of Minnesota captain Ben Meyers sat in his college apartment 
Sunday, going through what would be the first of many virtual interviews 
with NHL teams. Avalanche general manager Joe Sakic and assistant 
GM Chris MacFarland were on the video call, as was Meyers’ adviser 
and agent, Dan Plante. 

The conversation was easygoing. College hockey’s top free agent quickly 
felt comfortable, Plante told The Athletic, as Sakic and MacFarland 
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walked through what he could expect if he joined the Avalanche: that the 
ownership group is committed to winning a Stanley Cup, what the team is 
looking for and how it treats its players. 

After the call, Meyers debriefed with Plante. 

“Some of the first words Benny said were, ‘I really like those guys,'” 
Plante said. 

The next time Meyers talked to them, he had good news. The 23-year-
old center called Sakic on Wednesday morning to tell him he’d selected 
the Avalanche over a bevy of other interested clubs. 

“He felt like it fit his style, and they appreciated how he plays,” Plante 
said. 

Colorado likes Meyers’ smarts and 200-foot game, as well as his abilities 
in the faceoff circle. For a cap-strapped team, the cost certainty of a 
standard contract for a college free agent doesn’t hurt, either. 

“He’s a Swiss Army knife,” Gophers assistant Garrett Raboin said. “For 
us, he played really in every situation. … Other players really enjoy 
playing with him; he’s a terrific teammate. And he just has an extremely 
bright future.” 

One league scout described the Meyers signing as low-risk, saying he 
plays bigger than his 5-foot-11 frame and has good hockey sense. The 
scout described him as a potential depth forward. 

Though ineligible for the playoffs, Meyers is expected to play NHL games 
before the season is up, giving Colorado forward depth down the stretch. 
The Avalanche view him as someone who can contribute right away, and 
coach Jared Bednar said Wednesday he plans to get him in the lineup 
soon. 

Jared Bednar on Ben Meyers: "Really good player. … He's produced 
offense. He's got a good motor." 

He said he'll be in the lineup before the year's done. 

— Peter Baugh (@Peter_Baugh) April 14, 2022 

Still, no concrete spot in the lineup was guaranteed. 

“That was understood beforehand,” Plante said. “He still has a lot of work 
to do, and he’s not going to be handed anything.” 

Hailing from Delano, Minn., Meyers scored 39 goals over three years at 
the University of Minnesota, where he became friends with Avalanche 
prospect Sampo Ranta, who turned pro after the 2020-21 season. 
Meyers reached the Frozen Four this season, scoring 17 goals and 41 
points in 34 games, and was pursued by at least two dozen NHL teams, 
including his hometown Wild, who have been pursuing him for two years 
and were “all-in,” according to The Athletic’s Michael Russo. 

Meyers could have gone pro last year, but he made clear he wouldn’t 
make any decisions until after this Gophers season, which ended 
Thursday with a loss to Minnesota State in the Frozen Four. Raboin 
praised his ability to compartmentalize during the year: His focus was 
fully on the Gophers. 

But since Thursday, NHL teams have been lining up. Meyers spent 
Sunday and Monday interviewing with them, one by one. 

“Completely jam-packed with teams making their best sales pitch to him,” 
Raboin said. “From the start of the day to when he put his head down on 
his pillow, he was trying to comb through it all.” 

Plante added that normally his college free agents have only three or four 
teams interested, and Meyers choosing the Avalanche “wasn’t an easy 
decision by any means.” 

To make it easier, Meyers did his own research. He spoke to Ranta, as 
well as Colorado Eagles goaltender Hunter Miska, a fellow Minnesotan 
who happens to be dating Meyers’ cousin. Meyers and Miska connected 
on the phone Tuesday evening, and Meyers picked his brain about the 
Avalanche. 

“Told him about the organization and how things are run here,” said 
Miska, who has been up and down between Colorado’s AHL and NHL 
rosters the past two years. “Pretty easy to talk about when you’re with a 
high-end organization and a winning program.” 

Plante didn’t think his client had made up his mind when he went to bed 
Tuesday night, but between Miska’s endorsement, the conversations with 
Avalanche management and what looks to be a good fit for the future of 
the team’s roster, Meyers was confident enough to make his call. 

His first pro contract will cover the remainder of this season and the 
2022-23 campaign and is worth the college free-agent standard of 
$925,000 annually, plus bonuses. He’ll be a restricted free agent after 
2022-23. 

“It has to be a pretty good fit because Ben is very thorough,” Raboin said. 
“He doesn’t make hasty decisions. I’m sure he felt really good about the 
opportunity, not only in terms of this year but in terms of a path moving 
forward.” 

(Joseph Weiser / Icon Sportswire) 

The fit and timing make sense for the Avalanche. Sakic sacrificed young 
talent at the trade deadline, moving prospects Justin Barron and Drew 
Helleson to bolster a Cup-contending roster. By acquiring Meyers, the 
Avalanche recouped organizational depth while taking nothing away from 
the present roster. 

The move also comes ahead of a summer that could see roster turnover. 
With forwards Valeri Nichushkin, Nazem Kadri, Andre Burakovsky and 
goalie Darcy Kuemper all set to hit unrestricted free agency this summer, 
Colorado will have to make offseason sacrifices, and that could open the 
door for players like Meyers to seize roles. Contributing players on 
cheaper entry-level contracts go a long way in helping an organization 
gain financial flexibility. 

Young players Alex Newhook, Bowen Byram and now Meyers are all set 
to make less than $1 million next season, and the Avalanche are 
projected to have more than $24 million in cap space, some of which will 
have to go to pending restricted free agent Artturi Lehkonen, who is due 
a raise. Still, the team will have the flexibility to sign some of its pending 
unrestricted free agents or explore the open market. 

Meyers, who tallied four points in four games on the U.S. Olympic team 
this winter, could play an important role in Colorado’s lineup next season. 
One of The Athletic’s prospects experts, Corey Pronman, projects him to 
be a bottom-six forward in the NHL, and the other, Scott Wheeler, sees 
him as having a middle-six ceiling: someone who at some point can 
score 20 goals and log 40 to 45 points. 

“It has been a while since we’ve seen a college free agent draw the kind 
of interest that Meyers did in the lead-up to signing with the Avs,” 
Wheeler wrote after the trade. “And it doesn’t take long while watching 
him play to realize why. He’s a sturdy, strong, pro-ready forward who can 
play both the wing and center. Plus, he’s versatile enough that he should 
have equal success playing in a checking role as he does in an offensive 
one.” 

Said Raboin: “We had a little look at what he can do at an international 
stage with his play in Beijing at the Olympics. … He’s truly a special 
collegiate player and we expect him to have a terrific professional 
career.” 

The Avalanche also signed Minnesota State captain Wyatt Aamodt this 
week. The 24-year-old defenseman will be on an amateur tryout offer for 
the rest of the season, and his one-year contract will kick in next season. 
Wheeler said he has some offensive limitations that likely will keep him 
as an AHLer, but he noted that Aamodt “was a big part of that (Minnesota 
State) team defensively in terms of matchups, tone-setting, penalty 
killing.” 

While Aamodt is a welcome addition to the organization, Meyers is the 
more notable name, and he makes the Avalanche big winners this 
college free-agency season. 
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“It’s a great organization,” Plante said. “Pretty lofty goals, and Ben has 
lofty goals for himself.” 

Peter Baugh covers the Colorado Avalanche for The Athletic. He has 
previously been published in the Columbia Missourian, St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, Kansas City Star, POLITICO and the Washington Post. A St. 
Louis native, Peter graduated from the University of Missouri and 
originally covered the Tigers for The Athletic. Follow Peter on Twitter 
@Peter_Baugh. 
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Film study: What we learned rewatching Bowen Byram’s first games 
back for the Avalanche 

 

Peter Baugh6-7 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

Jared Bednar knows what Bowen Byram could mean in a playoff series 
for the Avalanche. When he’s at his best, Byram has shown top-pair 
flashes, driving play offensively and holding his own on the defensive 
end. 

After missing nearly three months while recovering from the lingering 
impact of a November concussion, Byram made his return to the 
Avalanche lineup April 5. He’s averaged 16:48 of ice time in three games 
since coming back, with an assist, a plus-1 rating, four shots and nine 
hits. Bednar complimented his rookie’s play, but he still believes he can 
get to another level. That’s why he plans to play him as much as possible 
over the final 10 games of the regular season. 

“Hopefully he still finds another gear as he gets playing more,” the coach 
said. 

Looking back at the three games, let’s break down some film of Byram, 
looking at what he’s done well and what he can touch up as the playoffs 
near. 

April 5 at Pittsburgh 

Byram likely won’t get power-play minutes if the Avalanche are fully 
healthy, but with the team a little banged up, the 20-year-old got some 
opportunity on the second unit over the past week. He looked instantly 
comfortable, setting up a pair of scoring chances in the first period 
against the Penguins, as shown in the clip above.    

“That was a pretty impressive first game,” Bednar said postgame. “He 
was involved right away.” 

Byram didn’t try to force anything on the play, initially giving the puck 
back to Devon Toews. When Toews returned the puck, Byram nudged it 
to Alex Newhook, who had a good scoring opportunity. His shot wound 
up behind the net, and Cale Makar retrieved it, passing to Andrew 
Cogliano, who set up another scoring chance. 

With the Avalanche getting an offensive zone draw, Bednar put Byram on 
the ice with Makar, the team’s top defenseman. Both Byram and Makar 
have natural offensive instincts, and the Avalanche created scoring 
opportunities after the faceoff. Makar handled most of the play-creating 
responsibility in the clip, but Byram got a shot off. The two also played 
together at points Friday against Winnipeg. 

“Bo is pretty similar to the style Toewser and I play: offensive driven and 
we read off each other well,” Makar said. “It’s awesome to see him back.” 

Bednar called the Pittsburgh contest “probably (Byram’s) best overall 
game” since returning, but he didn’t see a major drop-off against the Jets 
or Oilers. 

“He made some great plays on the defensive side of things,” Bednar said 
after the Penguins game. “He blocked some shots. He was involved 
offensively.” 

April 8 at Winnipeg 

Byram got power-play minutes again and, as he did against Pittsburgh, 
got the puck to Newhook for a shot attempt. He also made a quality effort 
trying to keep the puck in the offensive zone after Newhook’s shot got 
deflected. 

Ahead of the Jets’ second goal, Byram got the puck near the corner 
boards, and he missed J.T. Compher with a pass. The puck went right to 
Mark Scheifele, who found Nikolaj Ehlers in front of the net. 

“Defending in-zone is sometimes happening a little fast for him,” Bednar 
said. “He’s aware of that. That’s just getting reps.”  

Sometimes the simple play is the best play. In this instance, Byram drew 
a defender before making a short pass to Makar. The Avalanche’s top 
blueliner then got the puck to Andre Burakovsky, who scored on a wrist 
shot. When asked about playing with Byram, Makar said he liked 
Byram’s game. 

“He’s so good at breaking the puck out, and then he’s also really good at 
reading the rush and especially jumping into the rush,” Makar said. “He 
had a few good opportunities in Winnipeg.” 

April 9 at Edmonton 

Both teams struggled to pot the puck in the Oilers-Avalanche game, but 
Byram showed off his wrist shot in the first period, jumping into play and 
ripping the puck off the iron. He has five goals on the season, and 
Colorado defensemen are encouraged to make the most of scoring 
chances. 

Byram had a tough time dealing with this Connor McDavid forecheck. As 
Bednar said, sometimes the game looked like it was moving fast for him 
in his defensive zone. Then again, the game moves too fast for a lot of 
players who have to go up against McDavid, a two-time Hart Trophy 
winner. 

Byram spent two games on an AHL conditioning stint before coming back 
to the Avalanche, and Bednar said after the Pittsburgh game that he 
doesn’t have any intention of easing him back in. The coach wants him 
playing, and the young defenseman is feeling good. 

“He’s a talented guy,” Bednar said. “We missed him when he was gone.” 

Peter Baugh covers the Colorado Avalanche for The Athletic. He has 
previously been published in the Columbia Missourian, St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, Kansas City Star, POLITICO and the Washington Post. A St. 
Louis native, Peter graduated from the University of Missouri and 
originally covered the Tigers for The Athletic. Follow Peter on Twitter 
@Peter_Baugh. 
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Nathan MacKinnon's hat trick helps Avalanche dominate L.A. 9-3 on a 
night of historic achievements - 

 

Aarif Deen3-4 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

What was already a memorable regular season is now historic. And it 
was a pair of superstars that led the charge in a dominating performance 
at Ball Arena. 

The Avalanche’s 9-3 rout of the Los Angeles Kings on Wednesday was 
their 53rd win and 29th at home — both franchise bests. And they’ve got 
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five more games at Ball Arena and nine overall to build on this historic 
year. 

Nathan MacKinnon recorded his third career regular-season hat trick and 
added two assists while Cale Makar pitched in with a goal and three 
assists. It was MacKinnon’s second five-point performance this season 
and fourth of his career. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

“I was blessed tonight, for sure,” MacKinnon said. 

Listen to “Kuemper Is Locked In” on Spreaker. 

Their performances were nearly matched by others as Valeri Nichushkin 
and Nicolas Aube-Kubel each added two goals. 

The history-making effort was also a night of career bests. Mikko 
Rantanen tied his career-high in points (87), while Nichushkin and 
linemate Andre Burakovsky each reached a new career-best in goals 
(21). 

It was an all-around strong performance for a team that seemingly has 
nothing left to play for except defending their Presidents’ Trophy. 

Colorado used a strong first period to jump ahead 4-0, chasing goalie 
Jonathan Quick in the process. The Kings, who are still in the midst of a 
battle for playoff positioning, were on the tail end of a back-to-back. They 
had a lot more on the line but struggled to stop the Avalanche’s attack. 

They attempted to claw back in the second, scoring twice while 
outshooting Colorado 13-2 in a 10-minute window to make it a 4-2 game. 
But then the goals continue to pour on from the NHL’s best team. 

The Avs were 2-for-2 on the power play, dominating possession on both 
opportunities before eventually scoring. Makar and MacKinnon each set 
the other up for a one-timer to cap off the perfect night on the man 
advantage. 

“Yeah, they were sharp,” Avs coach Jared Bednar said of his team’s 
power play. “It’s been rolling pretty good and that’s with some key guys 
out. But we’ve had other guys step in.” 

In goal, Darcy Kuemper stopped 29 shots to improve to 35-9-3 on the 
season. He’s one victory shoy of tying Nashville’s Juuse Saros atop the 
NHL despite appearing in 10 fewer games. 

“His progression. I think he’s getting better and better every start he 
gets,” Bednar said of Kuemper. “Really consistent down the stretch here 
for months now.” 

__ 

Aarif Deen is our Colorado Avalanche beat reporter. He covers Avs 
games live from Ball Arena and attends practices, media availabilities 
and other events pertaining to the Avs on the daily beat. He is also a co-
host of Hockey Mountain High: Your go-to Avalanche Podcast. Deen 
joined Mile High Sports upon completion of his bachelor’s degree in 
journalism and master’s in business administration from the University of 
Michigan – Dearborn. Before Mile High Sports, Deen worked for the 
Michigan Wolverines Athletics Department as the assistant sports 
information director. 

Follow him on Twitter @runwriteAarif 

Listen to “Kuemper Is Locked In” on Spreaker. 
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Colorado Avalanche sign two college prospects - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

Published 13 hours ago on April 13, 2022 By Adrian Dater4-5 minutes 
13/04/2022 

 

The Colorado Avalanche just now announced they’re signed Hobey 
Baker finalist Ben Meyers to a two-year contract, through the 2022-23 
season. 

From the release: 

Meyers, 23, just completed his junior year at the University of Minnesota, 
where he served as captain in 2021-22 and recorded 41 points (17g/24a) 
in 34 games. He led all Gophers skaters in points and goals, both career 
high marks, and also paced the team in game-winning tallies (5) and 
overtime goals (2). Meyers was named the Big Ten Player of the Year 
and was named one of three hat trick finalists for the Hobey Baker Award 
as the top player in college hockey. He was also named to the Big Ten 
First All-Star Team and was an NCAA West Second-Team All-American 
selection. 

The Delano, Minn., native represented the United States at the 2022 
Winter Olympic Games in Beijing, China and registered four points 
(2g/2a) in four contests, finishing tied for second on the team in both 
goals and points. 

Meyers has totaled 95 points (39g/56a) in 102 career NCAA contests 
with Minnesota. He served as an alternate captain his sophomore 
season in 2020-21 and was named an Honorable Mention All-Big 10 
selection. As a freshman in 2019-20, Meyers was named to the Big Ten 
All-Freshman Team and was a finalist for the conference’s Freshman of 
the Year award. 

Prior to starting his collegiate career, Meyers played two seasons with 
the Fargo Force in the United States Hockey League from 2017-19. The 
5-foot-11, 200-pound center served as an alternate captain for Fargo in 
his second campaign in 2018-19 and paced the club with 65 points and 
33 goals. He was tied for fifth in the league in points and tied for third in 
goals while pacing the Force in both categories. He produced 110 points 
(58g/52a) in 124 career regular season USHL contests, setting an 
organizational record for most career regular-season goals. Meyers 
added eight points (5g/3a) in 19 total USHL postseason contests and 
helped Fargo capture the team’s first USHL Clark Cup as league 
champions in 2018. 

On Tuesday, the Avs signed Minnesota State prospect defenseman 
Wyatt Aamodt to a one-year contract, through 2022-23. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

More on him: 

Aamodt, 24, completed his senior season at Minnesota State University, 
Mankato, where he served as team captain and collected 12 points 
(6g/6a) in 41 games, helping the Mavericks advance to the national 
championship game. He ranked second among team defensemen in 
goals and was first among all Minnesota State skaters with 56 blocked 
shots. The 6-foot, 204-pound blueliner established career highs in goals, 
assists and points in 2021-22. He recorded a hat trick in a 7-1 win over 
Ferris State on Jan. 7, becoming the first Minnesota State defenseman in 
more than 20 years to score three times in a game. 

Aamodt finished his four-year college career with 29 points (10g/19a) in 
123 NCAA contests and helped the Mavericks capture the WCHA 
regular-season championship in three consecutive seasons from 2019-
21, the CCHA regular-season title in 2022 and conference tournament 
championships in 2019 (WCHA) and 2022 (CCHA). 

Prior to college, the Hermantown, Minn., native played 115 career 
contests in the United States Hockey League with the Chicago Steel and 
Lincoln Stars, totaling 46 points (5g/41a) from 2016-18. 
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Aamodt will report to the Colorado Eagles on amateur tryout contract for 
the rest of this season. 

Here’s what Colby Cohen, an analyst for ESPN who covered the Frozen 
Four, told me about Aamodt: 

“I think Wyatt Amodt is the next Kevan Miller. He’s already ahead of him 
when Kevan turned pro. Loved his game at the frozen four. He was the 
best player for Minny St in my opinion.” 

Subscribe to CHN+ today! 

Colorado hockey now LOADED: 04.14.2022 

1201233 Colorado Avalanche 

 

Avalanche lines, D pairs and goalie for Kings tonight - Colorado Hockey 
Now 

 

Let’s just get right to the Avalanche lines, D pairs and goalie for tonight’s 
game against the Los Angeles Kings at Ball Arena. 

Burakovsky-MacKinnon-Rantanen 

Lehkonen-Compher-Nichushkin 

Newhook-Sturm-Kubel 

Cogliano-Helm-O’Connor 

D 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Toews-Makar 

Girard-Manson 

Byram. E. Johnson 

Kuemper in net 

NOTEBOOK: Jack Johnson will get the night off. Kurtis MacDermid will 
also be a scratch. … Jared Bednar said Nazem Kadri could return by 
early next week. … Bednar said Gabe Landeskog still has not skated 
since having knee surgery, but he maintains that the team is hopeful of 
getting him back for a game or two before the playoffs… Bo Byram on his 
play so far: “There’s been a bit of rust, for sure. But I think that’s kind of 
expected. I think I’ve been playing OK, but I want to take another step to 
where I was before my injury.” Byram was asked if there was ever a 
moment he thought about shutting things down for the year: “Yeah, there 
was, for sure. Many times throughout it I thought of not playing again. But 
when I started to turn the corner and feel better, it didn’t make sense to 
not play if I was 100 percent, feeling good.” 

Subscribe to CHN+ today! 

Adrian Dater - Kiss and Larry Bird fan. Writer with @Gambling and 
@Bookies, Avs Insider with 104.3 The Fan. Denver Post, SI, Bleacher 
Report alum, author of seven books. 
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Coyotes' J.J. Moser makes it back from injury, hopes to end memorable 
rookie season well 

 

José M. Romero, The Arizona Republic4-5 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

J.J. Moser would not have believed anyone who told him he'd be playing 
in the NHL at age 21, not even a full year after being drafted. And yet, 
Moser is there, as a defenseman for the Arizona Coyotes with 34 games 
of experience to his name.  

He also has his first NHL injury comeback.  

Moser played 18 minutes, 30 seconds in 22 shifts on the ice for the 
Coyotes in their 6-2 loss to the New Jersey Devils Tuesday night at Gila 
River Arena. It was the rookie's first game since March 15 at Montreal, 
when he suffered a hand injury.  

Moser missed 12 games with the injury, which occurred when he blocked 
a shot between one of his index fingers and middle fingers early in the 
game.  

At first, Moser thought the pain would subside and he'd be OK. But at the 
second intermission, he decided to show his injury to the Coyotes 
training staff, and it was determined the index finger was broken. 

Fortunately, Moser said, he didn't need surgery and was able to skate 
and train his lower body while not using the bad hand.  

"You can look at it from both sides. As an athlete, you have to try to look 
at it from the positive side," Moser said. "That's what I tried to focus on, 
that I could do a lot of things and just stay in shape." 

Prior to the injury, Moser had turned into one of the success stories from 
an unheralded player for the Coyotes this season. Called up from AHL 
Tucson in mid-December after a strong start to the season with 12 points 
in 18 games, Moser joined the Coyotes and never went back to the 
minors.   

Moser saw it as important to him to finish the year on a positive note, 
which motivated him to play again before the season ended. 

He has 12 points in 34 games with the Coyotes, not even nine months 
since being drafted by Arizona with the 60th overall pick in the second 
round after playing professionally in Switzerland.  

"Obviously a good season for me. It was hard to have an expectation of 
what the season would be, because it's a new continent and everything's 
new," Moser said. "If someone would have told me you're going to play 
20 AHL games and for the rest of the season you're going to play in the 
NHL, I would have signed it without hesitation. I'm very happy with that. I 
think it just shows I'm on the right path, doing the right things, and I 
continue to do that, I will be in a good position." 

Moser is in the first season of a three-year entry level contract. He feels 
the Coyotes liked his game, attitude and work ethic enough to keep him 
in the league.  

"It's always a little bit of luck and the right timing. The other part is you 
have to take advantage of those situations and perform, and give them 
the feeling that they can put you out there and not be worried about 
anything," Moser said. "Nobody really thought that it could go that 
quickly, But I'll take it and just be grateful for how it went, but also on the 
other side, stay humble and focus on continuing with the work." 

Up next  

Coyotes (22-46-5) at Vancouver Canucks (36-28-10) 7 p.m., Thursday, 
Rogers Arena, Vancouver, B.C. Canada. 

TV: Bally Sports Arizona Extra. Radio: 98.7 FM Arizona Sports, KHOV 
105.1 FM (Spanish) 

The Coyotes bring a four-game losing streak to Canada this week. They 
have been outscored 22-5 in those four defeats. ...  The game is the final 
time the teams will go head-to-head this season and is just one week 
removed from their most recent meeting. The Coyotes lost both previous 
meetings by 5-1 scores. ... The Coyotes are 3-2-0 in their last five visits 
to Rogers Arena. In Arizona’s last 10 contests in Vancouver, five of them 
have gone to overtime. ... F Nick Schmaltz has 12 multi-point games this 
season and has 23 goals and 29 assists in 54 games. His next point will 
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eclipse his previous single-season career-high, 52 points in 2017-18 with 
Chicago.  

Get in touch with Jose Romero at Jose.Romero@gannett.com. Find him 
on Twitter at @RomeroJoseM.  
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Nathan Smith, Jack McBain NHL debuts highlight Coyotes' 6-2 loss to 
Devils 

 

Jenna Ortiz, The Arizona Republic5-6 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

The Coyotes showed a lively start, but couldn’t keep up the pace in the 
final two periods.  

As a result, the New Jersey Devils blitzed the Coyotes with four 
unanswered goals to win 6-2 Tuesday night at Gila River Arena.   

The game featured the debuts of recently signed forwards Nathan Smith 
and Jack McBain. The two players are the ninth and 10th players to 
make their NHL debuts on the Coyotes this season.  

“It was pretty cool and something special we got to share together there. 
It’s been good getting to know him in the brief time we’ve had. It's cool to 
be able to get through something like that together and it’s something 
you dream of your whole life and it was cool to take in that moment,” 
McBain said.  

Coyotes head coach Andre Tourigny saw McBain as a reliable player 
and had him play on the penalty kill unit throughout the game. McBain 
tallied 1:47 minutes on the penalty kill as the Coyotes went shorthanded 
10 times.  

McBain, who was nursing a lower body injury when he signed with the 
Coyotes on March 23, was impressed with the Coyotes training staff in 
helping him return to the ice.  

“They got me back even quicker than I thought I could so we’ve been 
working hard on rehab and all the off-ice stuff. I came here not knowing 
when I was going to make the first game and I’m glad it was tonight and 
I’m glad they were able to do such a great job,” McBain said.  

Smith joined the Coyotes after a whirlwind 72 hours that included playing 
the NCAA men’s ice hockey championship on Saturday with Minnesota 
State. Smith had a short amount of preparation with his new team, but 
Tourigny liked his skilled play with the puck and put him on the power 
play, where he logged 2:41 minutes. The Coyotes had five chances on 
the man advantage.   

“That was awesome. Coming into an organization like this and just being 
put right on the power play wasn’t something I was expecting, but I’m 
extremely grateful for it and I’m trying to make the best of my 
opportunity,” Smith said.  

Tourigny, overall, was pleased with the young players. 

“I think the young guys were good though. They compete, they work 
hard. We want a little bit more of our older guys personally. I want them 
more engaged and I want them to push a little bit more. Our young guys 
need role models, they need leadership, and I feel our team worked, but 
they need a little bit more push,” Tourigny said.  

Opening up the game, the Coyotes showed promise and maintained an 
early presence in the Devils’ zone. The persistence paid off when Nick 
Schmaltz set up an eager Travis Boyd in the left circle for the early lead 
at 1:13 in the first period.  

Things cooled off for the offense as two power play chances yielded 
missed opportunities for the Coyotes, including a shot off the left 
crossbar from Phil Kessel. The Coyotes had two chances off the goal 
post in the game and struggled to find its early rhythm.  

Nico Hischier’s playmaking abilities were on full display in the first period 
when he found Fabian Zetterlund for Zetterlund’s first NHL goal and the 
equalizer for the Devils at 10:51. Hischier finished with three assists on 
the night as his line with Zetterlund and Yegor Sharangovich combined 
for eight points.   

Kevin Bahl was the second Devils player to hit a milestone in the game 
when he scored his first NHL goal on a rocket from the blue line at 5:24 
in the second period.   

The Devils had several close opportunities in the second period including 
one stopped by a sprawling save from Coyotes goaltender Karel 
Vejmelka on Jesper Bratt’s close-range shot that flirted with the line 
within the first four minutes of the period. Vejmelka kept the puck on his 
body as the review following the play did not support a goal from Bratt.  

Schmaltz ended the Coyotes three-game scoring slump on the power 
play off a quick release to tie the game at 2-2 at 18:36 in the second 
period. It was the fifth power play goal allowed by the Devils in the last 
five games, but the Coyotes did not score again on the man advantage.   

The Devils claimed the lead in the second period with two goals in 22 
seconds as Vejmelka struggled to play the puck. Tomas Tatar earned his 
15th of the season and Jesper Boqvist had his seventh of the season to 
close the second period.  

Momentum fell in favor of the Devils in the third with two goals from 
Sharangovich in the final five minutes.  

The Coyotes (22-46-5) will travel to Vancouver to start a two-game road 
trip in Canada beginning Thursday.   

Reach the reporter at jenna.ortiz@arizonarepublic.com or 602-647-4122. 
Follow her on Twitter @jennarortiz.  
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Buckley: Boston College legend Jerry York retires his own way, with little 
fanfare and a nod to history 

 

Steve Buckley 

6-7 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

Boston College men’s hockey coach Jerry York paid his customary visit 
to the Dunkin’ on Mount Auburn Street in Watertown on Wednesday 
morning and, as always, ordered two extra-large coffees — half-decaf, 
cream on the side — then hustled back home. 

As is also custom, Jerry walked into the house and handed one of the 
coffees to his wife, Bobbie, then sat down to read the papers. 

As for the rest of day, well, things played out a little out of the norm for 
the winningest coach in the history of college hockey: He met with his 
coaching staff and his players to announce he’s retiring after 28 seasons 
behind the Boston College bench. 

Let’s get the biographical stuff out of the way so we can have some fun. 
York, 76, steps away with 1,123 victories as a college hockey coach, 
which includes his years at Clarkson from 1972 to 1979 and Bowling 
Green from 1979 until returning to his alma mater in ’94 to coach the 
Eagles. He coached 50 seasons in all, five of them ending with national 
championships — one at Bowling Green and four more (2001, ’08, ’10 
and ’12) at BC. He was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in 2019. 
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But York always had a way about him that was impossible to statisticize 
or etch onto the shiny side of a plaque to be handed out at a banquet. 
Let’s begin with the Dunkin’ ritual, and we should stop here to apologize 
for calling York’s favorite morning haunt anything other than what he calls 
it, which is the old-school Dunkin’ Donuts. 

But while marketing people went ahead and changed the branding, York 
changed neither his lexicon nor his patronage: To him, the place will 
always be just good ol’ Dunkin’ Donuts, not Dunkin’. It’s a neighborhood 
place, and York is a neighborhood guy: He was born in Watertown, he 
grew up in Watertown and, yep, it was to Watertown he moved when he 
returned to BC in 1994. 

“Nobody knew I was retiring when I went into Dunkin’ Donuts this 
morning,” York said. “I kept it really tight. I just met with (athletic director) 
Pat Kraft on Tuesday. I told him I felt this is the time. I always said it 
would come to me at some point, and it came to me. But I wanted to 
meet with my coaching staff and players before saying anything at 
Dunkin’ Donuts.” 

But he’ll be at Dunkin’ Donuts — er, Dunkin’ — on Thursday morning, 
right? And surely it’ll make for a big scene. Right? 

“Oh, I don’t know,” York said. “They’ll just say: ‘So you’re retiring, eh? 
How old are you?’ There will be some kidding going on.” 

But make no mistake: This was hard. And we’re not talking about the 
decision. It was letting people at BC know about the decision after he had 
arrived at it. 

“It was an emotional roller coaster,” he said. “Meeting with my players 
was hard, but the really hard thing was meeting with my assistant 
coaches. We’re like football now: We have all these assistant coaches, 
we have a director of hockey ops, we have trainers, we have weight 
guys, we have volunteer assistant coaches.” 

And then York provided a delicious bonus local angle to a local story: “As 
you know, things are a lot different than they were when your guy Snooks 
was here.” 

The Snooks of whom York speaks is the late John “Snooks” Kelley, who 
coached BC hockey for 36 years until his retirement in 1972. Snooks was 
a civics teacher at my high school, Cambridge High & Latin School, and, 
yes, he was doing that while coaching hockey at BC. He was behind the 
bench, then, during York’s playing career at BC. 

Times were certainly different: Snooks, the full-time high school teacher 
from Cambridge, had a coaching staff consisting of volunteer assistants. 
In his last few years, that group included former BC stars Billy Daley, who 
worked in finance downtown, and Tom “Red” Martin, who later started up 
Cramer Productions, a marketing and communications business. 

I always enjoyed the Snooks Kelley references, what with Snooks being 
a legend in my hometown. But York would mention him to others as well, 
as if to get it out there how things have changed over the years in college 
athletics. 

What York was saying, then, is that though he won national 
championships and landed in the Hockey Hall of Fame, he got there 
because of great players, sure, but also because of a support system 
that included all those assistant coaches and a director of hockey ops, 
plus the trainers, the weather coaches and the volunteer assistant 
coaches. 

Gone are the days when Division I sports programs — men’s or 
women’s, big market or small market — could hire high school civics 
teachers to coach their teams. What they can do, what they should do, is 
hire coaches who are capable of turning the mean trick of running big-
time college sports while holding tight to small-town sensibilities. 

York says he and his wife plan to travel a lot. I assumed we were talking 
about the usual destinations for American retirees, such as London and 
Rome, Paris and Amsterdam, maybe a cruise, perhaps a drive along the 
Pacific Coast Highway and so on. 

Instead, the first place York threw at me was … Pittsburgh. 

“There’s an old Jewish saying: ‘Man makes plans, and God laughs,’” 
York said. “Keeping that in mind, we have two grandchildren, fifth grade 
and eighth grade, and they both live in Pittsburgh, and believe it or not, I 

haven’t seen them play sports. And we’re going to be making trips to 
Pittsburgh to watch them play.” 

So there. The winningest college hockey coach in history is going to 
retire and go to Pittsburgh to watch his grandchildren play youth sports. 
That’s the most Jerry York thing ever. 
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LeBrun: With some quality goalies potentially available this offseason, 
who could be on the move? Who stays? 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

7-9 minutes 13/04/2022 

 

What does the next goalie carousel have in store for us? 

We went back and examined the impact of the goalie decisions from last 
July 28 a few days ago. Now, it’s time to look ahead and ponder what 
July 13 may look like when free agency opens, especially depending on 
how the impending playoffs may dictate so much of it. 

The top of the pending unrestricted free agent goalie class (in no 
particular order): 

There are a number of other second-tier guys such as Mikko Koskinen, 
Joonas Korpisalo, Martin Jones, Braden Holtby and Jaroslav Halak, but 
as far as bonafide starters go, that’s your top four UFAs above. 

All four will have a new narrative written about them following their 
respective playoff performances. Does Kuemper lead the Avalanche to a 
Stanley Cup and strengthen his market value? Does trade deadline 
pickup Fleury lead the Wild to a deep playoff run? Does Husso pull a 
Jordan Binnington from 2019 for the Blues? Does Campbell lead the 
Maple Leafs past their first-round demons? 

Of course, there’s the alternative for all four if things go wrong. 

All of which could have such a dramatic impact on their own futures 
although, in Fleury’s case, he can choose to be picky regardless of what 
happens. At this stage of his career, he doesn’t need to chase anything. 
According to sources, Minnesota Wild GM Bill Guerin would like to keep 
Fleury around somehow despite their tricky salary cap situation and the 
fact that Cam Talbot (who has been terrific again of late) has one more 
year on his deal next season at a $3.66-million AAV. So, we’ll see where 
that goes this summer. But there have not been any discussions on that 
front, so that will wait until after the season. 

Husso has potentially played his way out of St. Louis with a breakout 
season. I don’t think the Blues are stressed about it. If Husso leads the 
Blues to a deep playoff run and further elevates his UFA market, so be it. 
That’s a win-win for the player and the team if it means a deep playoff 
run. The Blues aren’t giving up on Jordan Binnington, who is signed for 
another five years after this season at a $6-million AAV, they very much 
still believe in him. So, if Husso wants to be a No. 1 starter, there 
probably won’t be enough net to share in St. Louis although you can’t 
totally close the door on it. But all things equal at this very moment, I’m 
betting on Husso leaving via free agency (sources say there haven’t 
been any contract talks of note between the Blues and Husso). 

The Avs and Kuemper’s camp haven’t really talked much on the contract 
front, either, I’m told. I believe there was interest last summer from 
Colorado on a one-year contract extension but Kuemper’s agent Ben 
Hankinson didn’t bite. That will prove to be a wise decision if Kuemper 
has a big playoff. Where he might fit into the Avs’ future plans given other 
pending UFAs on the team such as Nazem Kadri, Andre Burakovsky and 
Josh Manson plus the need to extend superstar Nathan MacKinnon one 
year out this summer, those are all decisions that can wait. The Avs are 
focused on a Cup run now. 
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Finally, there’s Campbell, who began the season on fire, then struggled, 
then got hurt. He’s back now and his playoff performance will go a long 
way towards determining his future contract. His agent Kurt Overhardt 
said this week that it was status quo on the contract front when I checked 
in on it. Both sides talked before the season and couldn’t get an 
extension done. I guess we’ll see after the playoffs which side regrets not 
getting that done before the season. 

The UFA goalie market won’t be enough to fill all the leaguewide team 
needs I think. 

Teams that could potentially be looking for goalies including Edmonton 
(Koskinen), Washington (depending on how their goaltending holds up in 
the playoffs), Toronto (if Campbell isn’t re-signed), Colorado (if Kuemper 
leaves), New Jersey (the Devils have prioritized trying to upgrade at the 
goalie position this summer), and Buffalo (the Sabres intended to talk to 
Craig Anderson about potentially coming back but would still look at the 
goalie market either way). There are probably a few other teams 
depending on how things shake out. 

Aside from the UFA goalies, you’ve got potential trade targets led by 
Alexandar Georgiev of the Rangers. He’s an RFA this summer and while 
the Rangers have enjoyed their goalie depth, I suspect his need for a 
new contract will spur on a trade and there are some teams that see No. 
1 potential in him or at least 1a/1b potential. 

Then, there is Montreal and Carey Price. It’s still impossible to tell where 
that’s headed. How he feels after finally (hopefully) playing games before 
the end of the season will be part of the answer. If he feels like he can 
continue his career, does he want that to be in Montreal or on a Cup 
contender? If it’s the latter, is there a market for him given his contract 
which has four more years on it at a $10.5-million AAV? Obviously, the 
Canadiens would eat a chunk to make any trade happen. 

Again, this is where the playoffs loom large. What if Edmonton or 
Colorado stumble and realize they desperately need a goalie upgrade? 
Price just carried the Canadiens to the Stanley Cup Final last summer. 
Does a team bite? Or, given the early returns under head coach Martin 
St. Louis, does Price feel he wants to stick around in Montreal for the re-
tooling? He decides everything with his full no-move clause. It’s 
impossible right now to figure out where it’s all headed for No. 31. 

In the meantime, do teams come calling to Montreal on Jake Allen this 
summer? He’s got a year left next season at a bargain of $2.875 million 
and he was terrific over the past month before suffering a season-ending 
groin injury. 

The Leafs may try to move Petr Mrazek (two more seasons at a $3.8-
million AAV) and the Senators I think have no choice but to at least try to 
move Matt Murray (two more seasons at a $6.25 million AAV) but 
whether that’s doable in either case remains to be seen. 

What about the name John Gibson? There is zero evidence that the 
Anaheim Ducks would want to move him. But here’s what I would point 
out: Gibson is 28 and has five more years left on his eight-year deal 
which carries a $6.4 million AAV. 

The Ducks are rebuilding. By the time they intend to contend again, that’s 
probably at least three years away. New GM Pat Verbeek wasn’t brought 
in to sit on the status quo and he certainly hasn’t so far, trading away 
pending UFAs Hampus Lindholm, Josh Manson and Rickard Rakell 
before the trade deadline. 

I would be curious to see how Verbeek reacts to a bonafide offer for 
Gibson this summer with some attractive youthful or future assets in that 
trade offer. 

The odds are Gibson stays put, but I don’t think Verbeek is in a position 
to turn his phone off on offers for his goalie, either. 

Regardless of how it all shakes out, we’re heading for another dramatic 
goalie carousel this summer. 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, plus the biggest decision for 
every team 

 

Kristen Shilton 

17-21 minutes 

 

We're approaching the final fortnight of the 2021-22 NHL season, and as 
teams are clinching playoff berths (or being eliminated) seemingly every 
night, there are many big questions that each club must answer. Which 
on-ice coaching decisions will produce the best results? Which pending 
free agents should be re-signed? Is the current coach the right person for 
the job -- and if not, who is? 

For this week's Power Rankings, we identify the big decision on tap 
(either in the coming weeks or this summer) for all 32 teams. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last edition,  

Published April 6. Points paces are through Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 0.764 

Next seven days: vs. LA (Apr. 13), vs. NJ (Apr. 14), vs. CAR (Apr. 16), 
vs. WSH (Apr. 18) 

It would be tough -- but not unexpected -- for Colorado to lose Nazem 
Kadri in free agency. Tougher still is deciding what to do about Darcy 
Kuemper. The 31-year-old veteran (and pending unrestricted free agent) 
has been fantastic, and if that holds, he'll be looking for a pay raise. The 
Avalanche already have a capable starter option in Pavel Francouz, 
signed to a two-year, $4 million extension. Does GM Joe Sakic bet on 
Francouz moving ahead? Look at other free agent options? Or go all-in 
keeping Kuemper? 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 0.753 

Next seven days: vs. WPG (Apr. 15), @ DET (Apr. 17), @ NYI (Apr. 19) 

Florida's hard choices are going to be coming quickly. The Panthers are 
built to win this year. Their porous defense and reliance on multi-goal 
comebacks is not the recipe to earn a Stanley Cup. Interim coach 
Andrew Brunette has to push the right buttons and figure out what his 
strongest lineup/special teams units are before playoffs. Florida must 
address its flaws or risk being a quick out. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 0.703 

Next seven days: vs. DET (Apr. 14), @ COL (Apr. 16), @ ARI (Apr. 18) 

The Hurricanes are so stacked that Vincent Trocheck's quality season 
barely gets discussed. He also needs a new contract, and talks with 
Carolina haven't really progressed. This group of Canes is special, so 
why wouldn't they want to keep a core piece like Trocheck? The 28-year-
old is in his prime, which requires premium compensation, and Carolina 
has only so much cap space for several salary negotiations. A decision 
on Trocheck won't come easily. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 0.678 
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Next seven days: vs. VGK (Apr. 14), vs. ARI (Apr. 16), @ CHI (Apr. 18), 
@ NSH (Apr. 19) 

What will Calgary have to sacrifice to keep Johnny Gaudreau? The face 
of the Flames' franchise is about to get paid -- either by them, or 
someone else. But Calgary has to find a way. The tough part? What 
sacrifices elsewhere in the lineup will Calgary have to make to ensure 
Gaudreau stays part of it? 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 0.685 

Next seven days: vs. WSH (Apr. 14), @ OTT (Apr. 16), vs. NYI (Apr. 17), 
vs. PHI (Apr. 19) 

If Toronto can't win a playoff series, there could be many tough decisions 
ahead. Beyond that, the Leafs' goaltending future presents a major 
challenge. Jack Campbell is a pending UFA who wants to (rightly) cash 
in. Petr Mrazek has been average and injured and is signed for two more 
years. Can the cap-strapped Leafs afford Campbell's ask? Is Mrazek too 
much of a liability moving forward? It's going to be a big offseason (as 
always) in Toronto. 

6. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 0.676 

Next seven days: @ PHI (Apr. 13), vs. DET (Apr. 16), vs. WPG (Apr. 19) 

Gerard Gallant has about three weeks to make some of his toughest 
coaching decisions. New York has competition brewing for jobs, 
particularly on the back end, and by the time these Rangers hit playoffs, 
Gallant has to know what's what. Does New York go with its youth? Rely 
on experience? The wrong balance breeds disaster. But it'll be hard 
leaving someone on the sidelines. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 0.658 

Next seven days: vs. ANA (Apr. 14), vs. WPG (Apr. 16), vs. DET (Apr. 
19) 

We talk about the potential for a Tampa three-peat. Only, what if they 
don't? It might be a hard offseason for a team that's handed off high draft 
picks to chase another Stanley Cup now. Will it spell the end for pending 
UFA Ondrej Palat in Tampa? Will more of the Lightning's core have to be 
dismantled? There's a lot riding on this postseason. 

8. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 0.667 

Next seven days: @ DAL (Apr. 14), @ STL (Apr. 16), vs. SJ (Apr. 17), @ 
MTL (Apr. 19) 

If you're Dean Evason, which goaltender are you tapping for the 
postseason? The guy that's backstopped you to this point in Cam Talbot, 
or reigning Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre Fleury? The playoffs are 
all about momentum. It's rare a coach wants to go back and forth 
between goalies. Who deserves the first start? And how long is the 
leash? Both players have earned a chance. It will be tough deciding who 
gets the nod. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 0.633 

Next seven days: vs. NYI (Apr. 14), @ BOS (Apr. 16) 

Pittsburgh has enjoyed wonderful success this last decade because of 
Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang. Both players are in the final year of their 

contracts, and the Penguins will have to decide what's next for its 
(former?) core. Malkin and Letang are in their mid-30s, but potentially 
capable of reeling in one last big-money deal. Should it be Pittsburgh that 
continues investing in them? 

10. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 0.651 

Next seven days: vs. OTT (Apr. 14), vs. PIT (Apr. 16), @ STL (Apr. 19) 

Is this the last real chance for Boston's core to win a Cup? Patrice 
Bergeron (age 36) is a pending UFA with an uncertain future. Brad 
Marchand is 33. There are young guys in the Bruins' system knocking on 
the door for opportunity. How much will Boston have to lean into the 
franchise's next generation -- and even a new direction -- after these 
playoffs? GM Don Sweeney could be in for a few sleepless nights. 

11. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 0.608 

Next seven days: @ NSH (Apr. 14), vs. VGK (Apr. 16) 

It's not easy keeping up with Connor McDavid. Evander Kane has been 
able to do so. The well-traveled winger came on board in Edmonton and 
has had undeniable chemistry with McDavid. Does that translate into GM 
Ken Holland putting a real bid in to keep Kane (a pending UFA) around 
next season and beyond? Can Edmonton trust Kane to keep performing? 
And could they live with moving on from a young player to make room for 
Kane in the fold long term. 

12. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 0.658 

Next seven days: @ BUF (Apr. 14), vs. MIN (Apr. 16), @ NSH (Apr. 17), 
vs. BOS (Apr. 19) 

The Blues have quite a goaltending conundrum. Ville Husso is a 27-year-
old pending UFA who has taken over St. Louis' crease. Jordan 
Binnington was the incumbent signed for six more seasons at $6 million 
per year, but has had an awful 2021-22 season. So, if you're the Blues, 
do you trust in Binnington to rebound? Do you try to keep Husso as well? 
Plenty of scenarios, all of them tough. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 0.610 

Next seven days: vs. EDM (Apr. 14), vs. CHI (Apr. 16), vs. STL (Apr. 17), 
vs. CGY (Apr. 19) 

The tough part isn't whether Nashville wants to retain Filip Forsberg. It's 
whether they can afford it. Forsberg will be one of the top players on the 
market, and likely eyeing an $8 million-per-year deal. The Predators 
already have three players signed long-term at that price or more. Is it 
prudent to add another contract that size? Can they really let Forsberg 
walk as a UFA? GM David Poile must decide what he can live with. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 0.630 

Next seven days: @ TOR (Apr. 14), @ MTL (Apr. 16), @ COL (Apr. 18) 

Which goaltender can Washington trust? It didn't seem like a tough 
choice last month. Vitek Vanecek had received GM Brian MacLellan's 
vote of confidence to carry the Capitals into the playoffs, but he's 
struggling. Ilya Samsonov has been more consistent, but with a smaller 
workload. It may not be an easy pick for Peter Laviolette here. 

15. Dallas Stars 
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Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 0.603 

Next seven days: vs. MIN (Apr. 14), vs. SJ (Apr. 16), @ VAN (Apr. 18) 

Rick Bowness is in the last year of his contract. Dallas is still on the 
playoff bubble. If the Stars don't make it in -- or, even if they do and it's a 
short run -- will a coaching change be necessary? Do GM Jim Nill and 
ownership still believe in Bowness behind the bench? Dallas is 
approaching a crossroads on the ice, where its surging young players are 
starting to take over, and there's a choice to be made on who's best to 
guide them. 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 0.574 

Next seven days: @ CGY (Apr. 14), @ EDM (Apr. 16), vs. NJ (Apr. 18) 

The first thing Vegas needs to do is make the playoffs. It's the only thing 
that matters. The Golden Knights have dealt with injuries, they've clawed 
to stay in it, and it has to mean something. Who's in the lineup, and who's 
out? Who's going to get them over the line and into the postseason? And 
if Mark Stone, Max Pacioretty & Co. can do it, what will their lineup look 
like in the postseason? 

17. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 0.547 

Next seven days: vs. SEA (Apr. 13), @ FLA (Apr. 15), @ TB (Apr. 16), @ 
NYR (Apr. 19) 

The Jets have two top priorities: Figure out where the franchise is at after 
an underwhelming season, and settle on a long-term coach. Dave Lowry 
has stepped in admirably after Paul Maurice's unexpected departure. But 
Winnipeg hasn't lived up to its own standards, and neither have some of 
its best players. Is Lowry the right coach to get more of this team? Or do 
they need a fresh voice to go with a new direction? 

18. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 0.587 

Next seven days: @ COL (Apr. 13), vs. CBJ (Apr. 16), @ ANA (Apr. 19) 

So, what's next for the Kings' blue line? After this season, L.A. has only 
two defensemen signed (Drew Doughty and Matt Roy) who aren't on 
entry-level contracts. That either speaks to the Kings wanting to build 
defensive depth from within, or they've got some shopping to do. Plus, is 
Olli Maatta in the mix going forward? Will Troy Stecher stick around? 
There's much for GM Rob Blake to ponder. 

19. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 0.554 

Next seven days: vs. ARI (Apr. 14), vs. DAL (Apr. 18), vs. OTT (Apr. 19) 

What will ultimately be tougher on Vancouver: Handling negotiations with 
pending RFA Brock Boeser, or deciding whether to keep coach Bruce 
Boudreau? In theory, Boeser is a great player you'd want to sign long-
term, and Boudreau is a terrific coach worth retaining. However, who are 
the Canucks at this point, and what direction is this franchise going? 
Maybe answering that will be their toughest task of all. 

20. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 0.535 

Next seven days: @ PIT (Apr. 14), @ MTL (Apr. 15), @ TOR (Apr. 17), 
vs. FLA (Apr. 19) 

We know GM Lou Lamoriello has publicly stood behind his team's core. 
What lies ahead will be tough decisions on who, exactly, makes up that 
group. Several Islanders have underperformed this season, and New 
York has to determine where some of the organization's younger players 
are at, too. The difficulties come with paring down, trading away or 
adding various parts to build a contender. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 0.507 

Next seven days: vs. MTL (Apr. 13), @ LA (Apr. 16), @ ANA (Apr. 17), 
@ SJ (Apr. 19) 

Patrik Laine continues to be an enigma on the ice (he scored 19 goals in 
22 games and is now ... in a 10-game goal drought). Columbus has to 
ask what the best path ahead is with their pending RFA. Is it another twirl 
of Laine accepting his one-year qualifying offer? Should the Blue Jackets 
lock him in long-term? Go for a bridge deal? Laine's ability is obvious; it's 
his consistency that brings on these questions. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 0.473 

Next seven days: @ TB (Apr. 14), vs. CBJ (Apr. 17), vs. LA (Apr. 19) 

Ryan Getzlaf is retiring after this season. That will leave Anaheim with a 
vacant captaincy for the first time since Oct. 2010. Who should succeed 
Getzlaf in the role? Talk about a tough decision. It's not like Anaheim 
must decide immediately. However, for a franchise trending up, having 
that leadership position established would be a good thing. 

23. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 0.433 

Next seven days: vs. STL (Apr. 14), vs. PHI (Apr. 16), @ PHI (Apr. 17) 

The Sabres rightfully have all good vibes right now. What they don't have 
is a veteran goaltender signed for next season. The tough part might not 
be finding one; it might be keeping the guy they want. And that's Craig 
Anderson. When healthy, the 40-year-old veteran has had a strong 
season, and garnered interest at the trade deadline. Will that be the case 
again come summer? Should Buffalo try to put more dollars in his pocket 
and keep riding the wave? Or invest in a more long-term option? 

24. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 0.472 

Next seven days: @ CHI (Apr. 14), @ DAL (Apr. 16), @ MIN (Apr. 17), 
vs. CBJ (Apr. 19) 

GM Doug Wilson has officially stepped away. So the first tough task for 
San Jose is choosing his official replacement (Joe Will is the interim until 
then). Harder from there will be steering the Sharks into a brighter future, 
which may involve more tough roster decisions. San Jose has a bunch of 
pending RFAs and an aging back end. Once the Sharks' next GM is in 
place, who stays and goes under their watch? 

25. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 0.452 

Next seven days: @ CAR (Apr. 14), @ NYR (Apr. 16), vs. FLA (Apr. 17), 
@ TB (Apr. 19) 

The Red Wings are in a tough spot. GM Steve Yzerman says he'll be 
patient with the team's rebuild. But Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi are in 
their mid-20s and signed for only one more season. Is Yzerman prepared 
to move on from them, in favor of shuffling along Detroit's young talent? 
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Can or will both players want to stick around if the Red Wings aren't 
actively turning a corner? 

26. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 0.390 

Next seven days: vs. NYR (Apr. 13), @ BUF (Apr. 16), vs. BUF (Apr. 17), 
@ TOR (Apr. 19) 

Philadelphia will certainly launch a head coach search this offseason. 
What happens after that? GM Chuck Fletcher has already traded Claude 
Giroux, but the Flyers seem determined to avoid a rebuild. Given where 
they're at, it won't be easy. There are more changes to come, and with 
that many futures will be decided. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 0.404 

Next seven days: vs. SJ (Apr. 14), @ NSH (Apr. 16), vs. CGY (Apr. 18) 

The Blackhawks are deep in rebuilding mode, obviously. Many of their 
hardest choices -- like trading Brandon Hagel and Fleury -- have already 
passed. Next up? Whether to reward Derek King's efforts with the 
removal of his interim tag. King came in and salvaged some value this 
season. Does he deserve a longer tenure for it? 

28. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 0.349 

Next seven days: @ CBJ (Apr. 13), vs. NYI (Apr. 15), vs. WSH (Apr. 16), 
vs. MIN (Apr. 19) 

Carey Price's future in Montreal is the biggest lingering question. This 
isn't just a tough choice for the organization, but potentially Price as well. 
He's been through the ringer with injuries and personal issues. How 
much more does he want to give? Can Montreal rely on him to deliver? 
The Canadiens have come alive under Martin St. Louis. Will Price still be 
a part of this team's next chapter? 

29. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 0.397 

Next seven days: @ COL (Apr. 14), @ SEA (Apr. 16), @ VGK (Apr. 18) 

The toughest hurdle New Jersey faces is fixing its goaltending. 
Mackenzie Blackwood and Jonathan Bernier are both signed through 
next season. Are either of them the answer? Nico Daws has been filling 
in the gaps, but he's just 21 and needs more time to develop. The Devils 
can't enter next season without a ride-or-die starter. Who's it going to be? 

30. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 0.411 

Next seven days: @ BOS (Apr. 14), vs. TOR (Apr. 16), @ SEA (Apr. 18), 
@ VAN (Apr. 19) 

There are certainly tough decisions for Ottawa to make on the ice. But 
more pressing is sorting out the franchise's direction following owner 
Eugene Melnyk's death. How does that process affect the hockey side? 
There are a number of people and factors involved, and coming to the 
right succession plan will be critical. 

31. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 0.356 

Next seven days: @ WPG (Apr. 13), vs. NJ (Apr. 16), vs. OTT (Apr. 18) 

Seattle hasn't invested in a high number of long-term deals. That leaves 
GM Ron Francis with not only a landslide of pending RFAs, but also an 
abundance of high draft picks to use. It'll be tough balancing the 
immediate needs of the club by doling out extensions with potential 
incoming talent, on a team that's still really finding its legs. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 0.336 

Next seven days: @ VAN (Apr. 14), @ CGY (Apr. 16), vs. CAR (Apr. 18) 

Jakob Chychrun: Staying or going? It's the can that keeps getting kicked 
down the road. Perhaps this summer will bring clarity. 

 

ESPN LOADED: 04.14.2022 

1201332 Websites 

 

ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - Appraising the Los 
Angeles Kings' postseason chances 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

9-12 minutes 

 

        Tim Kavanagh is a senior NHL editor for ESPN. He's a native of 
upstate New York. 

As of the trade deadline on March 21, it appeared that the Los Angeles 
Kings had a reasonably safe spot in the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. 
Things have gotten a lot muddier since then. 

Since March 24, the club is 4-4-2, falling out of the No. 2 seed in the 
Pacific Division, and it is now in danger of being caught by the Vegas 
Golden Knights for the No. 3 seed; after last night's action, L.A. holds a 
three-point edge over Vegas, though the latter has a game in hand and 
two more regulation wins. 

While the Kings hold a 30-28 regulation-wins edge over the Dallas Stars 
for the second wild-card spot, the Stars have two games in hand (as do 
the Nashville Predators, currently in the first wild-card position). And for 
any remaining games on the 2021-22 slate, the Kings will be without 
veteran defenseman Drew Doughty, who has been out since March 10 
and underwent wrist surgery; he hopes to be ready for training camp. 

And so that sets the scene for Wednesday night's matchup against the 
juggernaut Colorado Avalanche, a team that has beaten the Kings twice 
already this season (4-1 on Jan. 20 and 3-0 on March 15). 

Sounds like tough sledding. But there is some hope! After Wednesday 
night's game, the remaining six on the Kings' schedule are against teams 
currently not in playoff position (the Columbus Blue Jackets, Chicago 
Blackhawks, Seattle Kraken, Vancouver Canucks and the Anaheim 
Ducks twice). Can they hold it together? According to the latest 
projections from FiveThirtyEight, the Kings have a 67% chance of making 
the playoffs. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers keep their focus on positive trends after harsh loss 
to Wild 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 13, 2022, 7:20 PM 

 

NASHVILLE  — Derek Ryan looked around at the small contingent of 
Edmonton media here in Nashville. Nobody’s hair was on fire. No one 
was firing a coach or demanding wholesale changes.  

At least in his immediate vicinity.  

“I don’t pay attention too much to the ups and downs of the media, or the 
Twitterverse,” he admitted. “I’m not sure what’s being said after the game 
last night.”  

It is the beautiful eccentricity of a Canadian market, that during a 5-1 loss 
in Minnesota this tweet could come across one’s timeline  

Well, might as well cash the season in right now then, eh? Still time to 
get the clubs re-gripped before the courses open up.  

Yes, here we are. At that intersection between over reaction and genuine 
concern. 

Since the Meltdown in Cowtown — the 9-5 loss where the Flames scored 
nine even strength goals on Edmonton — the Oilers have posted a 6-0-1 
mark, including a pair of wins over divisional rival Los Angeles, another 
over St. Louis, and a shootout loss to Colorado.  

Their loss in Minnesota left the Oilers with a 12-3-2 record in their past 17 
games. That’s 20 percent of the season, and Edmonton played .765 
hockey over that span.  

But you lose one, and they’re falling off the bandwagon like the drunken 
young ladies on those open-air stagette busses that roll up and down 
Broadway here.  

“You look at the hockey we’ve played over the last two months, it’s been 
really solid,” said defenceman Tyson Barrie.  

“We know the majority of it is really good hockey and we’re getting the 
results we want. So, you know, you lose a game like that and you just 
have to recover.  

“If it was flipped — if we were (3-12-2) — you'd be having some issues. 
But we’re a confident team, we know the type of hockey we can play, and 
when we’re playing it how we feel. We’ve just got to get back to that.”  

Losing the way Edmonton lost in Minny doesn’t sting as badly as giving 
up a late goal in a 3-2 heart-breaker. Duncan Keith had a very tough 
night, as did his young partner Evan Bouchard. The pair handed two or 
three pucks right to the Wild for goals, while offensively it just wasn’t the 
Oilers’ night with a couple of posts and some prime chances that went 
un-buried.  

Look, Edmonton blew it on Bouchard last season when the team refused 
to play him in more than just 14 NHL games. The mistakes that could 
perhaps be in his rear-view mirror are still being learned this season, as 
he gets set to play NHL game No. 95 Thursday night in Nashville.  

He is 22 and has not played 100 games yet. Gong shows like Tuesday in 
Minnesota are going to happen — you just hope they don’t leave too big 
a dent in the young lad.  

“Bouch has got such a good demeanor about him. It’s water off the 
duck's back,” said Barrie, who has lived the part. “You have games 
where it seems like even the simple plays you’re trying to make end up in 
the wrong hands. It doesn’t seem like anything’s ever going to go your 
way. We all have those nights, but it does turn.”  

It’s funny how two defencemen — one with 94 games and the other with 
1,248 under his belt — can both come out and stink the joint out in the 

same game. In a season where Bouchard has made huge strides, much 
to the credit of his veteran partner Keith, Tuesday’s game was simply 
one for the ol’ burn pile.  

“Nobody's exempt from those nights,” Barrie said. “So you just try to limit 
the amount of them. And if you do feel one headed that direction, you try 
to cut it off. You know, if your bad games or just okay, that’s a good place 
to get to.” 

It’s the microcosm inside the big picture, isn’t it? 

In the smaller picture, Bouchard has improved by miles this season. And 
despite many fans’ perturbance with his AAV, Keith has been an 
excellent addition as a second pairing D-man.  

In the big picture, the Oilers have wrestled second place in the Pacific 
away from the Kings, and are trending towards finishing second in their 
division for the third consecutive season. After finishing 11th and 13th in 
the NHL the past two seasons, they’ll be right back in that neighbourhood 
despite a season with some precarious injuries.  

That doesn’t make them Cup contenders, but it doesn’t make them bums 
either.  

“It’s an 82-game season, and I think we’ve put ourselves in a really good 
position,” said the voice of reason, Zach Hyman. “We’ve been playing 
really well of late. You don’t want to have blips on the radar but you’re 
only human. (Minnesota was) one of those things where you get back at 
it the next day and you make it a blip.  

“You go back to playing the way that you can play. We did that after the 
Calgary game and we’re going to do it again after this one.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Petry energized by reunion with family in 
Columbus 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 13, 2022, 11:39 PM 

 

This was a difficult night for most of the Montreal Canadiens, but a good 
one for Jeff Petry. 

They lost 5-1 to the Columbus Blue Jackets and failed to generate much 
of anything that would’ve given them a more respectable result, but he 
finished the game with an assist and helped the Canadiens generate 66 
per cent of the expected goals while he was on the ice at 5-on-5. 

Petry wasn’t perfect, but he played with some wind in his sail and some 
“pep in his step,” as his wife, Julie, told us she expected he would. 

They were reunited on Tuesday after spending the last nine-and-a-half 
weeks—and most of the last 13—apart, and she had a feeling that would 
lift his spirits. 

It was in January, with Quebec’s COVID restrictions in full effect, that 
they decided together that Julie and the couple’s three boys, Boyd, 
Barrett and Bowen, would remain at their home in Michigan while Jeff 
would return to Montreal to rejoin the Canadiens after he and the entire 
family caught COVID-19. 

For how long? Neither of them knew. 

With a trade request filed, there was thought the Petry family might be 
back together in the United States before Mar. 21. 

But they knew it was unlikely a trade would materialize and that it was 
probable they’d be apart for upwards of three-and-half months. 

Still, they made the difficult choice to see their decision through. 
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“We know we made the best one for OUR family,” Julie wrote in an 
Instagram post on Jan 10. “One can only hope for a normal return for us 
in the fall, but at this point I am just taking it day by day and being 
grateful that we had an option to stay in a place where our boys can live 
a much more ‘normal,’ healthy lifestyle while being closer to our family for 
support during this unbelievably, yet still crazy time.” 

Jeff had gotten off to a miserable start to the season, appearing nothing 
like the player who put up at least 40 points in each of the preceding 
years. He quickly went from hero to scapegoat, with the Canadiens going 
from Stanley Cup finalists in 2021 to Draft Lottery favourites before even 
getting to 2022. It made what was already a challenging existence (due 
to the pandemic) an untenable one for the Petry family in Montreal. 

Julie was early into her fourth pregnancy, running after three young boys 
who were in and out of daycare and school, all while hateful messages 
were filling her social media inboxes as Jeff struggled to find his game. 

“Sometimes it takes a leap and a close circle of support to go forward 
with said decision in order to prioritize your mental health and that of your 
family’s,” Julie wrote in the post announcing how the Petry family would 
approach the rest of the season. 

They were able to see each other for a few days in Florida over the 
NHL’s February All-Star break but, with Jeff back on a loaded Canadiens 
schedule and Julie further along in her pregnancy and looking after their 
boys, getting to see each other proved too challenging. 

There was a planned reunion meant to take place a couple of weeks ago 
in Florida, but Jeff aggravated his back injury from earlier in the season 
and couldn’t make it. 

“It’s tough,” he said after his return to play in a Canadiens loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs last Saturday. 

“It goes in waves,” Petry continued. “Technology is our worst friend and 
our best friend, so it’s good to be able to chat with them on Facetime. It 
gets hard when they’re asking when you’re coming home. So, it’s been 
alright, but I definitely miss them.” 

But on Tuesday, Julie and the kids packed up the car and made the 
three-and-a-half-hour drive to Columbus. 

“We got to the hotel before the team got there, and the anticipation of 
waiting for them in the lobby to get there was unbelievable,” she told us 
in a phone interview Wednesday night. “You could just tell the boys were 
just jumping around. And when the team walked in, just everyone smiled. 
They knew what it meant. It kind of made everybody teary-eyed, and we 
got teary-eyed. Seeing the boys reunite with Jeff was just… I’m still 
emotional and smiling thinking about it. It makes it all worth it—all the 
feeling tired and work that went into getting here. It was nice. 

“I just think that it gives him a little bit of energy and pep in his step—
rejuvenation for this last little stretch. And it gives us a little something to 
get through the last stretch, too.” 

Jeff said he wanted to use these final games of the season to build 
himself back up. He acknowledged his play hadn’t been near the level he 
expects of himself and said he’d been working on it and taking steps in 
the right direction since Martin St. Louis took over from Dominique 
Ducharme as coach in February. 

“The first day he came in, he pulled me aside and we had a good chat 
about just parking the beginning part of the year and just focusing on 
moving forward and playing that second half,” Petry said. “He brought 
that confidence. He gave me that confidence. He said he’s watched a lot 
of games over the years I’ve played against him, and he said, ‘I know the 
player that you can be (and) I’m going to bring that back.’” 

Petry responded with a string of his best games of the season right away 
but then dipped a bit before suffering the injury on Mar. 24. 

Still, he posted an assist on Saturday against Toronto, another one 
against the Winnipeg Jets on Monday, and posted yet another and 
played a strong game against Columbus despite the majority of the other 
Canadiens struggling. 

“We were flat for pretty much the whole game,” said St. Louis. 

Petry appeared energized. 

And it wasn’t just a good night for him. 

“Being at warmup was special for the boys,” Julie said. “That just made 
everybody happy, and that made it feel like everything was right again. 
So, that was definitely awesome to feel that. It’s nice to see us back at a 
hockey rink for the game and to see the boys excited to see their dad 
and his friends, as they like to call them, on the ice. 

“I’d say the last little bit we’ve all been really emotional. It’s gotten more 
emotional the longer we’ve missed each other and with him just missing 
the boys. It makes me emotional about how we’ve missed so many 
things. Even getting one little chance—and the boys think it’s cool that 
we came to a different arena, and maybe that’s a little new tradition we’ll 
start—it makes me a little bit nostalgic and a little sad as it’s not how we 
hoped or expected this to all happen. But I’m just thankful we could shoot 
down here and get to do this.” 

Clearly Jeff was, too. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Golden Knights have what it takes to upset a top seed 
— if they can make the playoffs 

 

Justin Bourne@jtbourne 

April 13, 2022, 2:42 PM 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights have had a rough year. You can look at the 
standings to make that assessment, sure, but that’s not exactly what I 
mean. I mean they had Stanley Cup aspirations with a nice roster, they 
made a big addition mid-season in Jack Eichel, they’re in a soft division, 
but whoops … everybody’s been hurt roughly all the time. 

Check out the visual below. From Man Games Lost, here are the teams 
who’ve lost the most man-games to injury (if five players miss one game 
your team has lost five man games) over the 2021-22 season: 

There are six teams listed there with more “man games” lost due to injury 
than Vegas, but as you can see, they’ve got the biggest bubble size of 
any team, meaning they’ve also lost their most important players, too. 

To make that whole “quality of man games lost” a little easier to digest: 

If they’re just a few players healthier for a few more games they’d likely 
have been able to recoup at least a handful of those lost points, and 
wouldn’t find themselves where they currently sit in the NHL standings: 
outside the playoffs. A couple more wins and this article’s never even 
something I’d consider. Alas, there are no alternate realities for them, or 
at least this is the one they’re stuck in. 

Here’s a snapshot of the West as of April 13. After losing an overtime 
point to the Canucks on Tuesday night, they’re in trouble: 

I include Vancouver and Winnipeg in the picture because we’re a 
Canadian company and not officially cooked, but y’know, go ahead and 
look UP from Vegas, and see what they’re grappling with. 

The Golden Knights have a couple paths to get into playoffs, but they’re 
going to need help. 

One path would be to catch LA and finish third in the Pacific. The Kings 
hold a three-point lead on Vegas but with an extra game played, meaning 
a win Thursday would put VGK a single point behind the Kings with 
seven games left each, and the Golden Knights lead LA in regulation 
wins, meaning a tie goes the Knights’ way. 

The other path is the wild card spot, which sees Dallas and Nashville 
three and four points up respectively. The Stars have a game in-hand on 
Vegas, but unlike Nashville, Dallas has to face Vegas again head-to-
head on Tuesday, April 26. It’s very possible that game holds huge post-
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season implications for not just the two teams in the game, but number-
one seeds in the Pacific and Central divisions. 

With all due respect to Dallas, these are not the same calibre teams for 
reasons mentioned above (injuries), and Vegas squeaking in significantly 
changes the type of opposition they’d have to game-plan for. 

Here's how the prognostication-focused website Five Thirty Eight 
handicaps the playoff chances of the West teams still in the hunt: 

Nashville: 96 per cent chance they make the playoffs 

Dallas: 90 per cent 

Los Angeles: 60 per cent 

Vegas: 44 per cent 

Vancouver: 9 per cent 

And this one below is via MoneyPuck, your favourite website on earth if 
you’re a Kings fan: 

Obviously these two models consider different inputs or weight them 
significantly different, but you get the general gist. Vegas is on the 
outside looking in. 

All that said, I bet them to make the playoffs today at +120, mostly 
because I believe that good teams find a way, the Knights haven’t been 
healthy, and will be treating every game from here on in like a playoff 
game. That makes it even more scary for potential first round opponents 
if Vegas does get in. Often teams who scrap and claw in “playoff mode” 
in the weeks leading up to playoffs come in sharper than those hoping to 
suddenly flip the switch. 

The reason I’ve included Nashville as a team who could still fall out of 
playoffs? Remaining schedule. 

Of teams currently in a playoff position, the Predators have the hardest 
strength of schedule, followed by the Oilers. The teams clustered on the 
left are remaining opponents that are playoff teams, the ones on the right 
are those that aren’t: 

So Nashville has just an onslaught of quality opposition ahead, including 
the three games against No. 1 seeds in the West. The Oilers' schedule is 
softer, but barely. 

Working against Vegas: the Kings and Dallas are near the league’s 
bottom, with some of the easiest roads to the finish line. LA has the 
second easiest schedule remaining, and only six teams have easier 
remaining opposition than Dallas: 

Kings: 

Stars:  

The caveat I’ll add to the Stars' “softer” schedule is having Vegas listed 
on the “easy” side here, and they’ll play the Canucks in a few days while 
they still believe they have a chance to get in, so they’re not getting some 
group that’s rolling over waiting for tee times there either. You could 
bump both those teams left. 

Mark Stone played his first game back on Tuesday night for Vegas, and 
he should just get better as he gets more comfortable. Robin Lehner’s 
got four games under his belt since returning from injury and should get 
comfortable again. Max Pacioretty has played two games since his return 
and saw his ice time just from 14 to 18 minutes. Hell, they got to keep 
Evgenii Dadonov, which doesn’t hurt either. 

In all likelihood Vegas will need to go 6-2 over their final eight games – 
which would take them to 97 points – to get into the post-season. And, 
their schedule isn’t easy: 

… But for a team that started the year with Cup hopes and is finally 
getting healthy, it’s not an outcome they couldn’t accomplish. 

They didn’t expect to be in this spot, and the grind has come sooner than 
expected (and so welcome back, Mr. Stone!). But they’re legit, and with 
the pressure on, I expect to see them the best they’ve looked at any point 
over this season to date, which would take them to the front door of 
playoffs. 

What remains to be seen though, is if anyone above them will struggle so 
much that they open it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q&A: Craig Conroy on Johnny Gaudreau's rise from 
college hotshot to NHL Century Man 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 13, 2022, 4:07 PM 

 

Craig Conroy has had a front row seat for Johnny Gaudreau’s ascension 
from college hotshot to NHL all-star to Century Man. 

Who better to chat with about Gaudreau’s milestone than the Flames 
assistant GM, who openly discussed the playoff advice he shared with 
Gaudreau, and why he thinks the face of the franchise is better 
positioned for springtime success this time around. 

In a wide-ranging discussion on The Eric Francis Show, Conroy stated 
his Selke case for Elias Lindholm, identified what has surprised him most 
about this team, projected how Matt Coronato should fit as an NHLer, 
and insisted that nothing about the current group reminds him of the 
2004 team he starred on.        

He also shared one of his favourite Darryl Sutter stories, involving a 
loaded offer from the coach to snag an autograph or two from the 
opposition. 

Sportsnet: Can you speak to the significance of Johnny Gaudreau 
eclipsing the 100-point mark?  

Craig Conroy: It’s not just a number. 

It’s like when we say, "It doesn’t matter when we play our old team." Let’s 
be honest, we want to beat them more than any other team. That’s what 
we have to say as players. 

To get 100 points, wow. It’s amazing. 

We talked about when he had 99 (in 2018-19), how special it would have 
been to get the 100. 

Even when Jarome (Iginla) was leading the league in scoring, (he never 
got to 100). Obviously, the game has changed and scoring has gone 
back up since then, but for me, that’s a special, special number. 

A moment in time worth cherishing 

Johnny Gaudreau's well-documented journey from Hobey Baker winner 
to perennial NHL all-star now has him sitting amongst NHL elite with a 
triple-digit season. 

Why is Gaudreau better positioned to have success in the playoffs than 
he was, say, two or three years ago? 

I think back to when I was in St. Louis, they said, ‘Brett Hull can never 
win.’  

Well, you know what, that’s not true. 

The way I look at it now is that everyone wants Johnny to do it. It’s so 
hard to win in the playoffs, and you put so much pressure on one player. 

I do think the game changes a little bit in those playoffs. 

A lot of times Monny (linemate Sean Monahan) was hurt. He had 
different linemates and was getting the hard matchups. 

And you need to get some breaks early in those series. It’s so hard to 
score in the playoffs that everyone wants him to continue with that pace. 
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He did create chances and he does make plays. He doesn’t get as many 
calls. 

After the last one what I talked to him about it and said, "Hey, the last 
game you played, the way you drove through the middle and didn’t shake 
your hand, that’s how you’re going to have to play because they’re not 
going to call those little ticky-tack penalties they do in the regular season. 
And by you doing that it kind of shows the ref up. So you just have to play 
your game." 

For sure with Darryl he’s going to help that situation. That’s what we’ve 
always believed bringing Darryl in would do. I got to live it first-hand and 
to see what he does, how he handles things and what he expects out of 
everybody. 

I think the line he’s on is built for the playoffs. 

I’ve seen Matthew Tkachuk win a Memorial Cup. I’ve seen Johnny win a 
Frozen Four, a national championship, world juniors. All these things 
these guys have won. 

I think we’re a little bit hard because we’re like, ‘They didn’t win the 
Stanley Cup.’ 

Well, they’ve won a lot of other things.    

Does this team remind you of the 2004 Cup final team in any way? 

No. The ’04 team was blood and guts and "gonna get by with Jarome 
and Kipper," two stars. The rest of us knew, because Darryl told us, "we 
don’t have enough skill. We need to win 1-0." 

That means Kipper and Jarome do their thing and the rest of you guys 
make it hard to play against. I thought we were a little better than Darryl 
might have told us but that was his mindset going in. 

But with this team I see scoring all over. 

I know the guys haven’t scored maybe at the clip we’d want recently, but 
I’m not even worried. 

I’d rather be a little cold now and then heat up in the playoffs. 

Given where this team was last fall and where it is now, what has 
surprised you most about this group? 

How well the top line has played. 

Our third pairing has been amazing. Really amazing. I don’t give (Noah) 
Hanifin and (Rasmus) Andersson enough credit.  

Our whole d-core, as a unit, has been outstanding. 

You’re hoping this is how it was going to go. Did I see it going this way? 
No. You’re waiting to watch the games to see how it’s going to work, but I 
can’t say enough good things about what that group has done.      

That might be even more surprising than the first line. 

Mangy (Andrew Mangiapane) having 31 goals already is pretty amazing. 

Then the other guys coming in. The leadership from the Lewises and the 
Colemans, who have won before and just go about their business, brings 
that to the table. 

What Darryl’s doing is what we brought Darryl in for, to win games and to 
get us in a position to make the playoffs and from there to move forward. 

This was a team we believed in, and with all his experience, I know he 
said he didn’t think that coming in, but I don’t think Darryl takes a job 
unless he thinks he can take a team to where it can contend for a Stanley 
Cup at some point. 

Flames' Gaudreau scores when it matters most for his team 

State the case for Elias Lindholm to win the Selke this year as the NHL's 
best defensive forward? 

He does everything defensively that I want. The way he kills penalties, 
faceoffs, his little attention to detail and the way he supports his defence. 

The plus-minus alone… (+53). 

When (Mikael) Backlund was going that year (2018-19) for the Selke, 
and he was up against (Patrice) Bergeron, Bergeron was better. He just 
was. I want to be honest, even though Backs had an unbelievable year. 

This year I truly think he’s the best defensive forward out there. 

I know it’s a little tough, I was out east for a couple games and our 
games start at 10:30 p.m., 11 o’clock, so you can see why maybe people 
don’t see him. 

But if they just do watch him, I don’t even think it’s close this year, to be 
totally honest. 

You saw lots of Flames first-round pick Matthew Coronato while he 
played as a freshman at Harvard this year. Where does he project as an 
NHLer? 

I see top-six to start. 

You never want to put pressure on kids where you have to be a first-line 
guy. Time will tell, but his vision, the way he plays away from the puck, 
the way he just makes plays like Johnny, one step ahead, that’s what I 
love to see. 

He played wing this year. I personally loved him at centre last year, but 
whether he’s going to be centre or wing we’ll see where he is next year. 

I like him at centre because he sees the ice so well, he steals pucks, he’s 
strong on pucks. His little attention to detail plays that he can make, kind 
of the way I watch Lindholm away from the puck and when he gets the 
puck. 

Wherever it is, he’s going to be a top-six forward, power play, penalty kill. 
He’s just an all-around good player who can play anywhere. 

I understand Sutter gave you guys a unique opportunity in 2004 to get 
autographs of anyone you wanted on the Red Wings that spring?  

We won the first game of that series in overtime and it gave us some 
confidence.   

They do have pretty much a Hall of Fame power play and in Game 2 they 
were rolling, and it was a beating. 

We come into the locker room and Darryl is upset.  

He said, "Okay, let’s get it out of the way boys. Brett Hull, Nick Lidstrom, 
Brendan Shanahan, Steve Yzerman…I’ll get you guys autographs now, 
because you guys are like, Wow, the Detroit Red Wings. They’re the 
greatest thing ever."    

He was being sarcastic, and all of a sudden out of nowhere, Rhett 
Warrener says, "well if you’re getting autographs, I’ll take a Nick Lidstrom 
jersey." 

We were all trying not to laugh, but the way he said it and the timing, was 
classic. 

Darryl gave a few last words and left, and we all burst into laughter. 
Given the beating we took it really lightened the mood. 
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Players around the league have been making names for themselves this 
year, whether they’re showing a new aspect to their games or emerging 
as pivotal pieces of their teams. 

Now that the 2021-22 season is in the homestretch, we can look back at 
some of the best breakout performances of the season. 

Robert Thomas 

With 18 goals and 66 points in 53 games, Thomas is cruising to a career-
year in St. Louis. His growth has coincided with quite the boost in ice 
time, from 13:36 on average last year in all situations to just under 19 
minutes a game this season. When accounting for that boost in his time, 
his scoring still is strides ahead of year’s past with a career-high 3.33 
points per 60. 

The aspect of his game that’s stood out above the rest is his playmaking. 
And it’s not popping only when he has extra time and space on the 
advantage. Rather, he’s breaking out as one of the best 5-on-5 passers 
in the league. 

In terms of volume, Thomas has attempted almost 55 passes in the 
offensive zone per 60, which ranks 21st in the league. But above just his 
volume, it’s about his quality puck movement. Only one player has 
moved the puck to the slot at a higher rate than the Blues centre’s 18.3 
attempts per 60: Mitch Marner’s league-leading 19.9 pass attempts per 
60. With a 44.4 per cent accuracy, the 22-year-old also ranks second in 
completed passes to the slot. 

That shines on the scoresheet as well. Thomas' 23 primary helpers put 
him in a second-place tie with Matthew Tkachuk in 10 fewer games 
played. The only skater he trails is Johnny Gaudreau, who has 36 (also 
in 10 more games played). 

Those results also reflect that puck movement to the slot, and those 
cross-crease threads, and those set ups to his teammates in the slot — 
often Vladimir Tarasenko, Pavel Buchnevich, Brandon Saad, and Jordan 
Kyrou. 

The arrows above indicate the path of passes made by Robert Thomas, 
with the arrow head representing where the pass landed. 

It helps that he has such skillful shooters to pair that passing game with, 
but his impact is incredibly clear since he’s making the plays to facilitate 
their shooting. 

Thomas’ growth this season has elevated the Blues’ offence, and made 
him a player to watch for years to come. 

Tage Thompson 

A shift to centre has done wonders for Thompson. The 6-foot-7 forward 
not only is crushing his previous milestones, but he’s jumped out as one 
of the best players in Buffalo. 

He’s tallied 33 goals and 59 points in 71 games, both of which lead his 
team. 

At 5-on-5, that offensive generation is generally concentrated to the 
quality areas of the ice. He’s second behind only Jeff Skinner in his rate 
of slot attempts, and those are split rush shots and a team-leading 3.19 
slot attempts off the cycle per 60. 

Of those 33 goals, 15 have come from the power play, where the righty 
tends to shoot from the left circle. 

Obviously, as a 30-goal shooter, that’s where the emphasis on his game 
belongs. He’s generating quality chances and finishing (about 10 goals 
above expectations, to be exact). But he contributes before that shot as 
well. Thompson can help bring the puck over the blue line with control, 
and when the Sabes don’t have possession in the offensive zone, he can 
be counted on to help retrieve loose pucks even under pressure. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

Going into this season, Terry had just 15 goals and 48 points through 
122 career games. This season alone in 68 matches, he’s net 33 goals 
and 59 points, more than doubling his prior numbers. 

A boost in opportunity has played into it, with him averaging over 18 
minutes a game in all situations now versus below 15 minutes in each 
previous year. 

The red flags are him shooting over 20 per cent, when his career 
average including this spike is just 14.5 per cent. That’s helped him net 
12.9 goals above expected. There’s room for improvement in the 
winger’s game, as well as on the team around him. But there are some 
really encouraging signs from his progress this season that show he can 
be a difference-maker on this club for years to come. 

At 5-on-5, where he’s scored 19 of his goals, Terry kicks in 13.2 shot 
attempts per 60. About 57 come from the slot, which is one of the best 
concentrations to that area of the team. 

Playing with two of the team’s most frequent 5-on-5 shooters has clearly 
clicked with Terry’s games. He spent most of the year alongside Ryan 
Getzlaf, who is second on the Ducks in offensive pass attempts (47.6 per 
60) with a completion rate of over 60 per cent. 

The winger as of late is seeing some time with Trevor Zegras, who rates 
highly in pass volume, and even better in quality with a rate of 10.3 per 
60 pass attempts to the slot. 

But his game isn’t entirely one-dimensional either, and that’s particularly 
important if there are sustainability concerns with his goal scoring. Terry 
rates highly in quality puck movement as well. So while the expectation 
may be for him to focus on his shooting, seeing as he’s net over 30 goals 
this season, having both options makes him all the more tricky to defend. 

Jack Hughes 

A wise man once pointed out that as soon as Jack Hughes started 
finishing more consistently, it would be over for everyone. And he was 
absolutely correct. 

There’s been a lot of attention placed on Hughes, and rightfully so as a 
former first-overall pick. His first season fell short of expectations, but last 
year he trended in the right direction without the results to show for it. 
This season, however, he put it all together ahead of a season-ending 
injury. 

No one brought the puck into the zone at 5-on-5 at a higher rate than 
Hughes and his 24.9 controlled entries per 60, primarily fuelled by carry-
ins. Those entries resulted in a scoring chance about 28 per cent of the 
time, trailing only Gaudreau, Connor McDavid, and Nikolaj Ehlers. 

The Devils centre’s job was far from finished in the offensive zone after 
bringing the puck in, though. No one created more slot shots off the rush 
than Hughes’ 4.8 per 60 at 5-on-5 this season. 

But his offence wasn’t limited to just shooting, or rush plays either. His 
puck-moving shined this season as well with the fourth-best rate of 
passes to the slot at 16.6 per 60. 

Between his puck-carrying abilities, playmaking, and shooting, he 
became the dual threat and star player that’s expected of him. And he’s 
only getting started. 

Noah Dobson 

The New York Islanders may have fallen below expectations this season, 
but there’s a few positive signs. First, they’ve turned it around in the 
second half and can have some confidence in this core moving forward. 
Second, Dobson has emerged as a key piece of this blue line. 

Below Adam Pelech and Ryan Pulock there are some concerns about 
defenders with offensive upside on this team. A few subtractions over the 
years have set their defence back. While Dobson’s usage didn’t always 
reflect it earlier this season, his growth has made him a really valuable 
asset on the backend to help fill a need. And he’s managed while 
dragging around a declining Zdeno Chara through much of this year. 

The 22-year-old has put up 10 goals and 41 points for the Islanders this 
season. At 5-on-5, where he’s earned just under half of his points, he can 
be counted on to help move the puck up the ice. He can exit the 
defensive end with control — whether he’s carrying the puck out himself, 
or sending a teammate a stretch pass. Once the Islanders drive into the 
offensive zone, he can contribute both passes and shots. Those point 
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shots can come in handy on Long Island, seeing as this is a team with 
numerous forwards who can play a net-front role and deflect shots in. 

That holds true on the power play as well, where he’s been stationed on 
the top unit. While Ryan Pulock was out of the lineup, he was the obvious 
choice to take over PP1. But he’s maintained it since the top pair 
defender returned to the lineup. 

He can be trusted for that puck movement that boosts his 5-on-5 game, 
or to rip a one-timer from the point at a high rate. An important skill of his 
on the man-advantage is helping keep possession in the offensive zone, 
whether he blocks his opponents’ passes or holds the blue line; he ranks 
highly among other power-play quarterbacks around the league in 
preventing receptions from penalty killers. 

Honorable Mentions: Michael Bunting, Mason Marchment, Oliver 
Kylington. 
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USA TODAY / Roman Josi is the Most Valuable Predator, but is he also 
NHL's MVP? 

 

PAUL SKRBINA   | Nashville Tennessean 

 

Roman Josi is the MVP. There's no debating that. 

Not when the letters stand for "Most Valuable Predator." 

Without Josi, Nashville likely doesn't sniff a run at the postseason during 
a season that, frankly, not many expected to be this good. 

Without Josi, the Predators are packing their golf bags for an extended 
summer vacation come early May.  

There's also no debating that Josi is a strong candidate to win his second 
Norris Trophy this season, the finest of his career by far. An argument 
could be made that he's the frontrunner. 

But what about his chances of winning the Hart Trophy, awarded to the 
league's most valuable player? 

That's where history suggests the conversation has gone too far. That's 
where the application of interpretation comes into play.  

Twenty-two years have passed since a defenseman won the award — 
the St. Louis Blues' Chris Pronger earned the honor in 1999-2000. You 
have to go back to 1971-72 to find the last defenseman before Pronger to 
win it, when Bobby Orr took home his third in a row. 

So while the argument can be made that no player is more valuable to 
his team than Josi is to the Predators, the deck is stacked against him in 
the Hart race. 

The Edmonton Oilers' Connor McDavid seems like a logical choice to win 
his second in a row and third overall. The Toronto Maple Leafs' Auston 
Matthews might have something to say about that, though, as he pushes 
toward 60 goals. The Florida Panthers' Jonathan Huberdeau, who is right 
behind McDavid for the points crown, also could get some votes. 

Yes, Josi is the only defenseman in the top 10 in points in the league, so 
his name is right up there with the favorites. Yes, he's on pace to become 
the first defenseman since Brian Leetch in 1991-92 to record 100 points, 
a feat accomplished just 14 times in NHL history. 

He leads all defensemen in points and assists and is second in goals. 

Josi also has set all kinds of Predators franchise and single-season 
records while having the best season in franchise history. He has the 
most points in a season. He has the most career assists. He has a career 
high in goals and assists. He plays more minutes, by far, than any other 
Predator, save for Juuse Saros. 

All of that is enough to put Josi in prime position to add another Norris to 
his trophy case. 

It won't be enough to earn him much of a case for the Hart Trophy.  

That's not a knock. That's just a reality. 

The reality is, he is the Most Valuable Predator. 

That's not a bad thing. 
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