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Alex Nedeljkovic posts shutout, leads the Red Wings to a 3-0 win over the Hurricanes 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes traded away Alex Nedeljkovic after 
last season, saying they wanted to upgrade their 
goaltending. 

Nedeljkovic, back in PNC Arena on Thursday, graded out 
very well. 

The guy the Canes called “Ned” was the best player on the 
ice for the Detroit Red Wings, battling his way to a 3-0 win, 
roaming the crease and making 46 saves in his second 
victory of the season over his former team in being named 
the game’s first star. 

“Any time you can get a shutout in this league it’s always 
special,” Nedeljkovic said after his third of the season. 
“Maybe tonight was a little bit more.” 

Defenseman Moritz Seider scored with 12.1 seconds left in 
the second period and forward Adam Erne early in the third 
for the Red Wings, who entered the game 8-14-4 since the 
NHL All-Star break and giving up 4.5 goals a game in that 
span. Filip Zadina’s score later in the third on a shot off the 
rush made it 3-0. 

Nedeljkovic had struggled, allowing 24 goals in his five starts 
before Thursday. But he looked more like the goalie who was 
a Calder Trophy finalist for NHL rookie of the year last 
season with the Canes, doggedly scrambling around the net 
and making both tough and routine saves. 

“I know they like to shoot the puck a lot, they like to cause a 
lot of chaos,” he said. “We were doing a great job of tying up 
sticks. There was a few times I was getting a little sloppy and 
kind of falling on my butt, and we found a way to keep the 
puck away from the net, which was great.” 

In the end, Nedeljkovic was better than Antti Raanta, who the 
Canes signed in the offseason along with Frederik Andersen. 
Both made high-quality saves Thursday but Nedeljkovic 
made more in earning his 19th win while Raanta lost in his 
second start since March 29. 

And no hard feelings, Nedeljkovic said. 

“At the end of the day it’s a game but there’s a business side 
to it and I understand that,” he said. “They had to make what 
they thought was best for them and honestly it’s a really 
good move for me, as well. I was given an opportunity with 
Detroit to play a lot of games. It hasn’t been the best of 
seasons, I guess, but it’s part of growing up, part of learning 
and maturing and learning how to be a good hockey player.” 

It was the type of game the Canes (48-19-8) have played at 
times this season. They outshot the other team handily -- 46-
22 on Thursday. They piled up “high danger” scoring 
chances. But they ran into a goalie who had all the answers 
and lost to a lesser opponent. 

The Canes, who lead the Metropolitan Division by two points, 
are headed to the Stanley Cup playoffs and can’t seem to 
get there fast enough. The Red Wings (29-35-10) continue to 
rebuild around players such as Seider, soon to be an NHL 
star, and forward Lucas Raymond plus such veteran players 
as Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi. 

The power play continues to be a problem for the Canes — a 
pressing one. Carolina was 0-3 Thursday with just two shots 
and has gone without a power-play goal in the past seven 
games. 

“Not good enough,” Canes center Sebastian Aho said. 
“Today, if we get one I’m pretty sure we win that game. The 
power play let us down today, especially our group.” 

The Canes had a first-period power play that was disjointed, 
their zone entries mostly adventures and held without a shot. 
Their two power plays in the third were better executed but 
no one could get the puck past Nedeljkovic, who was the 
loser in December in his first return to PNC Arena but won 
the March 1 game in Detroit. 

“Obviously we’ve seen him steal games,” Canes forward 
Jordan Martinook said. “Tip your cap. He was good.” 

Even a successful penalty kill by Carolina did not end well 
late in the second period. Just as Canes defenseman Brett 
Pesce was coming out of the penalty box, Larkin set up 
Seider for an unchecked shot and his sixth goal of the 
season. 

Erne’s sixth of the season came when he beat defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo to the front of the net. Zadina got off a shot 
that appeared to nick the stick of defenseman Ian Cole. 

It was the fourth time the Canes have been shut out this 
season -- the third since March 3. 

“It’s going to happen over the course of a year,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s going to happen when you 
have a good team. I give my guys a ton of credit. They play 
hard. It seemed like we were getting chance after chance but 
it didn’t work out.”
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NHL power rankings: We found reasons to watch all 32 teams down the stretch 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

It’s the final month of the NHL season, and already it’s 
getting difficult to get excited about most games. The East 
has been basically set since November, there’s only one 
playoff spot up for grabs in the West, and the current lack of 
parity means a lot of uneven matchups on a nightly basis. 

Night after night, the NHL hasn’t had a whole lot to offer. 
With one month to go it shouldn’t be like this! Not yet! 
Where’s the excitement? The drama? The narratives? 

Well, we here at Power Rankings HQ have you covered. 
One reason to pay attention to every team, even if their final 
eight games don’t really matter. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 50-14-6 
Last week: 1 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

A reason to pay attention: Bowen Byram back, baby 

The Avs have more reasons than most. They’re very fun 
(we’ve been over this). They’ve got a defenseman 
desperately trying to white-knuckle a Norris Trophy that, two 
months ago, seemed a foregone conclusion (we’ll talk more 
about that later). They’ve also got a Presidents’ Trophy to 
chase, if you’re into that sort of thing. 

That said, we’re going to pay extra attention to defenseman 
Bowen Byram down the stretch. He’s been back for a week 
after missing about three months because of lingering 
concussion issues. The fact that he’s back at all — and 
happy about it — is, fundamentally, a good sign. Beyond 
that, though? He’s a really good hockey player. Like, top-pair 
potential, despite being just 20 years old. How he looks, how 
he fits and the role he slots into down the stretch have real 
playoff ramifications. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Record: 52-15-6 
Last week: 2 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

A reason to pay attention: The Comeback Cats 

A lot of games down the stretch have become a bit joyless in 
the East. The playoff teams have been set for months, and 
the chasm between the best and the rest has been massive 
– leading to some lopsided affairs. It’s been a bit of a chore. 

Not in Florida though, where any game has a chance to be 
must-watch television thanks to Florida’s affinity to go down 
– and then claw its way back. The Panthers are never out of 
it, they are the kings of the comeback this season and it’s 
made the most dull games extremely entertaining. More 

comebacks are bound to happen with the league’s best 
offensive team and while the playoff comebacks will be even 
more exciting, the regular-season ones have still been a 
treat. 

3. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 48-19-8 
Last week: 4 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 3 

A reason to pay attention: Can they start finishing? 

The Canes are good. Shouldn’t have to say that! Look at 
where we have them ranked! But it’s worth pointing out the 
five games they’ve lost in the last month while generating 38 
shots or more. The latest came on Thursday night against a 
reeeeally bad Red Wings team. Zero goals on 46 shots is … 
well, it’s better than zero goals on, like, 21 shots. Or nine 
shots. Could be a whole lot worse, in fact. 

But taken in context with a power play that’s 1-for-27 in its 
last 10 games, and the team’s recent history of playoff 
droughts despite solid shot ratios … it’s interesting. And for 
them, it could all be timed a bit better. 

4. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 48-20-6 
Last week: 3 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 4 

A reason to pay attention: Auston Matthews’ quest for 60 
goals, and beyond. 

In the salary cap era, it felt like Alex Ovechkin’s 65 goals in 
2007-08 was untouchable, a remarkable feat by the greatest 
goal scorer of all time. What Matthews is doing this year has 
been simply awe-inspiring as he currently sits at 58 goals in 
69 games – a very nice 69-goal pace. Had he not started 
slow thanks to wrist surgery or missed some time throughout 
the year, a 70-goal season might’ve truly been in play which 
feels absolutely absurd. With games missed, Matthews is 
currently on pace for 64.7 goals. 

He really might do it – and at this point it might just be his 
true talent level which is a frightening proposition. Over the 
last two seasons, Matthews has 99 goals in 121 games, a 
full season pace of 67 goals. He’s a goal-scoring freak. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Record: 45-20-9 
Last week: 5 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

A reason to pay attention: Breadman down 
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A day after scoring his second goal in 20 games — he had 
29 in the first 53 — Andrew Mangiapane reverted back to his 
previously snakebitten self. On a breakaway, with Vegas’ 
Brayden McNabb immobilized in front of the net with a 
broken skate, Mangiapane shot the puck directly into the 
dude. He presumably wasn’t doing it on purpose, but you’d 
never know. If he and another one or two of the Flames’ 
secondary scorers can’t figure it out, that team is going to 
have serious problems. The underlying numbers in that 
stretch for Mangiapane are fine, but he’s a 30-goal guy who 
has utterly vanished from the scoresheet. 

Two of the primary scorers — Matthew Tkachuk and Elias 
Lindholm — are on pace to hit 100 points and 40 goals, 
respectively. That’s the bright side for Calgary. 

6. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 46-21-6 
Last week: 7 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 7 

A reason to pay attention: Obscene gestures 

NHL players get caught saying much worse stuff on hot 
mics, so I’m not sure why Ryan Hartman got fined $4,250 for 
a middle finger – but he is a legend for it. 

7. New York Rangers 

Record: 46-20-6 
Last week: 8 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 7 

A reason to pay attention: A real-time glow-up 

All year the Rangers were viewed as a one-man show: the 
Igor Shesterkin Variety Hour, featuring 30-plus incredible 
saves per night. Lately, they’ve been something more, 
posting a 54 percent expected goals rate since the trade 
deadline. Part of that is a weak schedule faced, but it’s still 
been an impressive turn of events for a team many viewed 
as a paper tiger. The Rangers are starting to look like a truly 
formidable foe in the East and it’s worth watching to see if 
their strong play holds up down the stretch. 

8. Boston Bruins 

Record: 45-24-5 
Last week: 6 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 10 

A reason to pay attention: Is Linus Ullmark OK? 

Rough week in Boston. They’ve lost three straight games for 
the first time all season, the Charlie Coyle line has gone 
particularly cold and Ullmark left Thursday’s loss to Ottawa 
after getting hit in the mask with a rocket from Erik 
Brannstrom. 

Jeremy Swayman replaced Ullmark and looked predictably 
shaky; his save percentage since March 1 coming into the 
night was at .889. Ullmark is at .919 and seemed like a lock 
to start the playoffs. Now, who knows? 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 44-20-10 
Last week: 11 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 8 

A reason to pay attention: To not get yelled at 

Blues fans have harbored strong resentment toward us all 
season at any apparent slight. “Do you even watch Blues 
games?” is something they will ask down the stretch and we 
simply can’t be caught slipping here. St. Louis has been on a 
very impressive run of late winning seven straight and nine of 
its last 10. It’s enough for a top 10 spot in this week’s 
rankings. You’re welcome. 

10. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 45-21-8 
Last week: 9 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 9 

A reason to pay attention: Will anyone fall asleep on the 
bench? 

This was a bigger concern before their OT comeback win 
over the Ducks. Jon Cooper pulled Andrei Vasilevskiy to 
send a message, and hey, it worked. Either way, no team in 
recent history has had more reason to go into mid-April 
autopilot mode. Tampa Bay knows what it’s doing and, 
realistically, could stand to conserve some energy. Just 
make sure nothing bad happens. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 43-22-11 
Last week: 10 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 11 

A reason to pay attention: Can Sidney Crosby hit 100 points? 

He’s got 80 on the season and eight in his past three games. 
If he produces at that rate for the final seven games, he’d be 
at 99. It’s possible! Stop laughing! Actually, laugh. Whatever. 
It’s not happening. The point is that Crosby is closer to the 
mark than he should be. Since Nov. 27 — Crosby missed 
time at the start of the season after wrist surgery and a bout 
with COVID — he’s in fourth place league-wide with 77 
points. Only Jonathan Huberdeau, Auston Matthews and 
Johnny Gaudreau have more. It’s not possible for Crosby to 
fly under the radar, but this is as close as he can get. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 43-26-6 
Last week: 12 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 12 

A reason to pay attention: Connor McDavid goes supernova 

The last month of the season is usually where McDavid 
really catches fire and starts torching the league. In the final 
two months of a season, McDavid has earned 193 points in 
119 games, which is a 132-point pace. In every other month, 
he has 489 points in 361 games. That’s still a very strong 
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111-point pace, but it just doesn’t compare to what he does 
when the season is drawing to a close. That’s when he’s at 
his best and he’s doing it again this season with 34 points in 
22 games since the beginning of March. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Record: 42-27-5 
Last week: 13 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 14 

A reason to pay attention: Where does Roman Josi finish? 

You’re probably aware of the Norris arguments, at this point; 
Cale Makar’s defensive impacts are better than Josi’s, but so 
is his partner. Nashville’s offense runs through Josi, and he’s 
accumulating points (87) like he’s Ray Bourque, but Makar 
has 80 himself. Makar had the edge early; Josi has it late. 
Hitting 100 points — and he had a rare zero-point outing 
Wednesday against Edmonton — would probably be a nice, 
round number that’s also too big to ignore. There’s 
something singular about what we’re seeing out of Josi. 
That’s always worth attention. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Record: 41-23-10 
Last week: 14 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 13 

A reason to pay attention: Alex Ovechkin hitting 50 

No, this will never get boring. Ovechkin has eight 50-goal 
seasons to his name and I will never ever get tired of them. 
He’s four goals away with just nine games left. I say he does 
it. 

15. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 41-29-5 
Last week: 17 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 15 

A reason to pay attention: To see if they can pull this off 

We’re witnessing full-scale, game-by-game vibe shifts with 
Vegas. On Tuesday, they lost to Vancouver. Uh-oh. On 
Thursday, they stomped the Flames. Okey-dokey. Saturday 
against the Oilers feels like a potentially season-defining 
game … but they’ve had a few of those. Ultimately, they’re a 
point behind a sinking Kings team for third place in the 
Pacific with a game in hand. Logan Thompson again looked 
like a legit option in goal against Calgary. Jack Eichel was 
often the best player on the ice. Mark Stone is back. If Vegas 
blows this, it’ll be funny. If they don’t, we get to watch a first-
round series between them and the Oilers. What’s not to 
like? 

16. Dallas Stars 

Record: 42-27-5 
Last week: 15 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 16 

A reason to pay attention: They’re one of the few teams kind 
of fighting for a playoff spot 

The top is set and the bottom is too. There isn’t much 
movement there. But the middle of the West is still kind of 
sort of spicy and the Stars are technically a part of that. 
Dallas has a near 90 percent chance at making the playoffs, 
so the team is pretty safe – but this is the Stars we’re talking 
about. Their lives are a roller coaster and at any point there’s 
a possibility they go on a five-game losing streak. That’s just 
the beauty of Stars hockey. It was only a few years ago 
where that very thing happened to this very team – one of 
the biggest playoff chokes in recent memory. Neither of us 
wants Stars fans to go through that pain again … but it would 
be funny. And it’s not impossible. 

17. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 39-27-10 
Last week: 16 
Dom rank: 17 
Sean rank: 17 

A reason to pay attention: Can “The Kid Line” be all right? 

Saw this bit from Lisa Dillman after the Kings’ meltdown 
against Colorado: Gabe Vilardi has one goal in his past nine 
games; Rasmus Kupari, one in the last 15; and Quinton 
Byfield, one in the past 11. If the Kings are going to stay in 
playoff position — whether it’s in the Pacific or in one of the 
wild-card spots — over their last six games, they’re going to 
have to get something there. Those guys, along with some 
other young players, are reason to be excited about the 
Kings down the line, but that lack of production, in the 
moment, is a major problem. 

18. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 37-28-10 
Last week: 19 
Dom rank: 18 
Sean rank: 18 

A reason to pay attention: To see if the NHL decides to tack 
on like eight more games to facilitate a playoff run 

Vancouver isn’t going to dig all the way out of the Travis 
Green hole, and that’s a shame. This is, if nothing else, an 
aesthetically pleasing squad. Lots of fun stuff happening, 
including the emergence of Vasily Podkolzin, who almost 
had a Coyotes-aided hat trick on Thursday. What a shot that 
kid has. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 35-28-11 
Last week: 18 
Dom rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

A reason to pay attention: Figuring out if this is a playoff 
team next year 

Uhhhhhh, this is where things get a bit challenging, huh. I 
stared at this one for a while not really knowing what to say 
because the whole point of this is that it’s becoming hard to 
care about a lot of teams. That shouldn’t happen with a 
month left this high up the standings! But that’s the 
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unfortunate reality for the Jets who currently sit 11th in the 
West and have no shot in hell of making it. Can they make it 
next year? Well, that’s a different question and the only real 
reason to keep tabs on Winnipeg down the stretch. Mark 
Scheifele, Nikolaj Ehlers and Connor Hellebuyck are playing 
their best hockey and that sparks some optimism, but is it 
enough? Keep tuning in, folks. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 34-30-9 
Last week: 20 
Dom rank: 20 
Sean rank: 20 

A reason to pay attention: Signs of life from Kyle Palmieri 

The original intent here was to find an excuse to mention that 
Palmieri remains unrecognizable despite more than a year 
under Lou Lamoriello’s draconian anti-facial hair mandate. 
He’s as clean-shaven as he can be, and it’s unnatural. 

Turns out he’s also playing better. The Isles’ start doomed 
them, and it’s a shame. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 27-38-11 
Last week: 23 
Dom rank: 21 
Sean rank: 21 

A reason to pay attention: The absolute best vibes in the 
league 

Every year there’s one team in the league’s basement that’s 
hell-bent on playing spoiler down the stretch. This year, the 
Sabres are that team and they look like they’re having a lot 
of fun doing it. Since March, the team is a very respectable 
11-8-3 and have been the most watchable Sabres team in 
over a decade. That’s progress! 

Oh and there’s that Owen Power kid, too. 

22. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 35-33-6 
Last week: 21 
Dom rank: 22 
Sean rank: 22 

A reason to pay attention: Jack Roslovic got “The Athletic 
Hockey Show” bump 

First, he has a hat trick. Then he comes on the show. Then 
he scores two more. Between him, a potentially rejuvenated 
Patrik Laine, Cole Sillinger, Kent Johnson and a handful of 
other young players, the Blue Jackets are interesting. They 
aren’t uninteresting. 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 29-33-11 
Last week: 22 
Dom rank: 23 
Sean rank: 23 

A reason to pay attention: Kevin Labanc? Question mark? 

From two weeks ago, Sean hinted that we would do 
something like this offering up Labanc of all people as the 
inspiration. 

“Sean: I think I just found our theme for next week: Reasons 
to watch each team’s last 10 games. In some cases, though, 
the pickings are slim. How Kevin Labanc produces might be 
as good as we can do for San Jose.” 

I’m just gonna run with it because thinking about the Sharks 
at this stage of the season for anything longer than 10 
seconds isn’t worth the trouble. 

24. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 29-33-14 
Last week: 24 
Dom rank: 24 
Sean rank: 24 

A reason to pay attention: Tracking Trevor Zegras’ merch-
moving ability 

Saw these in person last week. I (Sean) had to remind 
myself of my profession to stop from purchasing one. I texted 
Dom instead. All he said was “great shirt.” Sometimes I 
wonder if he likes me at all. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 28-40-6 
Last week: 27 
Dom rank: 25 
Sean rank: 25 

A reason to pay attention: Josh Norris’s prolific power-play 
scoring 

Touched on this in 16 Stats earlier this week and then Norris 
goes ahead and pots another power-play goal on Thursday 
night to tie the game en route to a comeback win. Since 
2007-08 the only regular power play forward to score more 
efficiently with the man advantage than Norris has been 
Chris Kreider this year. He’s been unreal and a key piece of 
Ottawa’s future. 

26. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 25-38-11 
Last week: 26 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 27 

A reason to pay attention: Hmm … probably none 

Mark Lazerus already tried to scrape some together for this 
team. Valiant effort, but no thanks. 

27. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 26-42-6 
Last week: 29 
Dom rank: 26 
Sean rank: 28 

A reason to pay attention: Jack Hug… oh 

Sad face. 
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28. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 29-35-10 
Last week: 25 
Dom rank: 28 
Sean rank: 27 

A reason to pay attention: Magnus Hellberg (?) 

Max says the deal is only for the rest of the year. Weird. 

29. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 23-40-11 
Last week: 28 
Dom rank: 29 
Sean rank: 29 

A reason to pay attention: To see if they do something bad 
enough to be ranked behind the Suez Canal boat 

To be honest, I’m not sure why we haven’t ranked them 
behind that damn boat yet this season. It’s not like they don’t 
deserve it. We were too caught up trying to create new 
content that we forgot to play the hits. 

30. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 23-44-6 
Last week: 30 
Dom rank: 30 
Sean rank: 30 

A reason to pay attention: Matty Beniers 

The Kraken’s season was a dud, but their first-ever draft pick 
is in the building. It’s cool. Everything is cool. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 20-43-11 
Last week: 32 
Dom rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

A reason to pay attention: Carey Price’s return 

It’s been a long time coming, but a return to the crease looks 
near. You’ve been greatly missed, Carey, welcome back. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 22-47-5 
Last week: 31 
Dom rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

A reason to pay attention: The other teams 

Vancouver hung a seven-spot on them on Thursday night. Of 
Arizona’s last eight games, seven — Calgary, Carolina, 
Washington, St. Louis, Minnesota, Dallas and Nashville — 
are against playoff teams. Spoiler or facilitators? Let’s see 
how it goes.
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Nedeljkovic gets his revenge, makes 46 saves in 3-0 win over Hurricanes 

The former Carolina goalie stymied his old team to win for 
the first time as a visitor at PNC Arena 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — When the Carolina Hurricanes decided to trade 
Calder Trophy finalist Alex Nedeljkovic and rebuild their 
goaltending from the ground up last offseason, there was 
plenty of consternation in Raleigh and beyond. 

Their decision has proven wise — Carolina has allowed the 
fewest goals in the NHL this season. But for one night, 
Nedeljkovic made them regret giving up on him. 

The Red Wings goalie made 46 saves to lead Detroit to a 3-0 
win in front of 17,811 Thursday at PNC Arena. 

“Tip your cap,” Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook said. 
“Ned was good.” 

The game marked the fifth time this season the Hurricanes 
— who outshot the Red Wings 46-22 — had 37 or more 
shots on goal but managed to score one goal or fewer. 

“That’s how we want to do it,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “If you’re gonna get zero, at least put up 
50 shots. … It’s going to happen when you have a good 
team.” 

Martinook agreed. 

“Yeah, it’s crazy,” Martinook added. “Sometimes we’ll score 
six with 20 shots.” 

The Red Wings didn’t score six, but they did take advantage 
of their chances. 

Just after a penalty on Brett Pesce expired, Calder Trophy 
favorite Moritz Seider took a pass from Dylan Larkin and had 
his shot trickle through the pads of Carolina goalie Antti 
Raanta (19 saves) with 13 seconds left in the second period 
for the game’s first goal. 

Detroit doubled its lead early in the third period when Adam 
Erne beat Tony DeAngelo to the front of the net and scored 
on a rebound at 3:01, and built it to 3-0 when Filip Zadina 
whistled a wrist shot past Raanta at 13:33. 

All that was left was to see if Nedeljkovic — who lost 5-2 in 
his previous start in Raleigh against his old team on Dec. 16 
— could get his third shutout of the year. He made 17 saves 
in the third to finish it off, keeping Carolina off the scoreboard 
despite it having six different players with at least three shots 
on goal. 

It was the 17th time this season the Hurricanes had 40 or 
more shots. They are 9-6-1 in those games. 

“It is frustrating because with those scoring changes you’re 
supposed to score enough goals to win a hockey game,” 
Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho said. “So kind of tip your 
hat to them. … But at the same time, there’s no reason to 
panic or anything. Just learn from these and be a little bit 
sharper when we get those changes.” 

One area of concern is Carolina’s power play, which went 0 
for 3, has gone seven games without scoring and has just 
one goal in its last 27 chances. 

“Just lots of turnovers for no reason,” Brind’Amour said. “Just 
weird things we’re doing. So (we’ll) definitely be working on 
that or at least talking about it. It’s tough to get a lot of 
practice time right now, but that’s an area we’re gonna get 
better.” 

Brind’Amour has said he doesn’t intend to switch around his 
personnel on the two power play units, and Aho agreed that 
the top group can get its groove back. 

“All five players, I think, are very good power play players,” 
he said. “It’s just we’ve got to just get maybe on the same 
page, get one greasy one to get that confidence back. … I’m 
very confident that we’re going to turn this around.” 

Notes: The Hurricanes were shut out for the fourth time this 
season and the third time since March 3. … Carolina had 85 
5-on-5 shot attempts to Detroit’s 37. No Hurricanes player 
was below 57% in possession. … Martinook won all five of 
his faceoffs. … Jesperi Kotkaniemi played 13:11 in his first 
game since being injured March 28. He was the only 
Hurricanes skater without a shot on goal.
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Recap: Nedeljkovic Blanks Canes, 3-0 

Red Wings netminder stopped all 46 shots faced 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. -  Former Hurricane Alex Nedeljkovic 
stopped all 46 shots faced Thursday night, backstopping his 
Detroit Red Wings to a 3-0 victory.  

Three Things: 

1) We've Seen This Movie Before 

Nedeljkovic may have entered the night with a .900 save 
percentage (SV%) and just five wins in 19 games since the 
All-Star break, but he turned it on against his former 
teammates. 

The Canes outplayed their opposition from the opening puck 
drop, but every time Detroit needed a stop, they got one. 

There were power play opportunities, partial breakaways, 
two-on-ones, chances from the slot - you name it, "Ned" 
stopped it. While he struggled with his rebound control in the 
opening 20 minutes, he hit a groove in the second as he 
faced 18 shots, looking more and more comfortable as play 
went along. 

29/29 after 40 minutes, you started to sense that it might be 
a little extra difficult to beat the 2014 second round selection 
of Carolina. 

2) Work To Be Done On The Power Play 

It was another 0-for-3 night on the man advantage for 
Carolina, an area that both Rod Brind'Amour and players 
alike have cited as of late that needs to improve. 

The Canes had one chance in every period to either get 
ahead or cut the deficit, but instead were not able to beat 
Nedeljkovic. 

3) Kotkaniemi Back In Action 

For the first time since suffering a lower-body injury on 
Monday, March 28 in Washington, Jesperi Kotkaniemi was in 
the lineup for Rod Brind'Amour. 

Stopping the total at eight games missed, #82 skated 
between Jordan Martinook and Martin Necas, allowing Max 
Domi to move back to the wing. 

Kotkaniemi logged 15:20 of ice time, including 2:48 on the 
second power play unit. 

They Said It: 

Jordan Martinook on Nedeljkovic... 

"You just have to tip your cap. Ned was good. Obviously 
we've seen that he can steal games. We had enough 
chances to score a couple, you just have to tip your cap. We 
created a lot, but we couldn't get one by him." 

Sebastian Aho touching on the man advantage... 

"Not good enough. If the power play gets one today, I'm 
pretty sure we win that game. The power play let us down 
today, especially our [first] group. We have to keep working 
on it and next time we go out there we have to have a lot of 
confidence, trust each other and score goals when it comes 
down the stretch. We'll keep working on it and the bounces 
will come." 

Rod Brind'Amour offering thoughts on Kotkaniemi's return... 

"He got better I thought as the game went along. You could 
tell in the first he was a little red-faced. He hadn't really had a 
team practice or anything, so I give him credit for getting his 
game going. I think he'll get better too as the games go 
along." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes fly to Colorado Friday to begin a two-game road 
trip. They meet the Avalanche on Saturday for a 9 p.m. EST 
puck drop. 

Bonus Notes: 

 17 out of 18 Canes skaters recorded a shot on goal 
in the contest. 

 Antti Raanta suffered the loss in net for his club, 
allowing three goals on 22 shots. 

 With the defeat Carolina moves to 48-19-8.
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Nedeljkovic, Red Wings shut out Hurricanes 

Makes 46 saves against former team for third shutout of 
season 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Alex Nedeljkovic made 46 saves to help 
the Detroit Red Wings defeat the Carolina Hurricanes 3-0 at 
PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Nedeljkovic, who was acquired by the Red Wings from the 
Hurricanes on July 22, 2021, is 2-1-0 in three starts against 
his former team with a 2.30 goals-against average and .935 
save percentage. His shutout was his third this season and 
sixth in the NHL. 

"Any time you can get a shutout in this League it's always 
special, so maybe tonight it was a little bit more," Nedeljkovic 
said. 

Moritz Seider, Adam Erne and Filip Zadina scored for the 
Red Wings (29-35-10), who are 3-1-1 in their past five 
games.  

"I thought our guys battled hard," Detroit coach Jeff Blashill 
said. "We didn't do everything perfect, obviously. 'Ned' was 
outstanding. And good for him, by the way. I know this one 
meant a lot to him." 

Antti Raanta made 19 saves for the Hurricanes (48-19-8), 
who are two points ahead of the New York Rangers for first 
in the Metropolitan Division. 

"We want to finish first," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "That's what we set out to do for these 82 games. We 
still want to accomplish that. It made it a little tough for 
tonight, but that's still what we're trying to do." 

Seider made it 1-0 with 13 seconds remaining in the second 
period off a Dylan Larkin drop pass just as time expired on 
Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce's tripping penalty. 

"I think there's a lot of areas where he could continue to get 
better," Blashill said of Seider. "One of the areas is, if [he] 

can become an elite power-play guy. Running a power play 
is different than being an elite power-play guy. He's got 
offense for sure. I just think it's the overall game that 
ultimately will separate him." 

Erne made it 2-0 at 3:01 of the third period when he tucked a 
backhand inside the right post off the rebound of Mitchell 
Stephens' shot from along the goal line. 

Zadina extended the lead to 3-0 at 13:33 from the top of the 
right face-off circle.  

Carolina outshot Detroit 11-4 in the first period. Nedeljkovic 
then made 18 saves in the second, including a sliding pad 
save on Hurricanes forward Nino Niederreiter's shot from the 
right circle at 13:16. 

"That's the way you want to do it," Brind'Amour said. "If 
you're going to get zero (goals), at least put up (46) shots. 
Tip your hat and move on." 

Carolina was 0-for-3 on the power play with two shots on 
goal. 

"It is frustrating," forward Sebastian Aho said. "Those scoring 
chances, you're supposed to score enough goals to win a 
hockey game. Ned played really well. No reason to panic. 
But, learn from these and be a little bit sharper when we get 
those chances." 

NOTES: Seider's goal ended a 24-game drought. … 
Hurricanes forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi was minus-1 and had 
one hit in 15:20 of ice time after missing eight games with a 
lower-body injury. He was the only Carolina player without a 
shot on goal. … Larkin has seven points (three goals, four 
assists) in his past seven games. … In 23 games as a rookie 
with the Hurricanes last season, Nedeljkovic was 15-5-3 with 
a 1.90 goals-against average and a .932 save percentage. 
He was a finalist for the Calder Trophy, given to the NHL's 
rookie of the year.
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Nedeljkovic shuts out former team, Red Wings top Hurricanes 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Alex Nedeljkovic knew that the 
Carolina Hurricanes would keep the pressure on him in net. 
He had seen it up close last season in so many practices 
with the team. 

He held up against that swarming attack Thursday night, this 
time for the Detroit Red Wings while slowing his former 
team’s push for the Metropolitan Division title. 

Nedeljkovic had 46 saves in a sharp performance, helping 
the Red Wings beat the Hurricanes 3-0 for his third shutout 
this season. 

“Anytime you can get a shutout in this league, it’s always 
special,” Nedeljkovic said. “Maybe tonight was a little bit 
more.” 

Moritz Seider, Adam Erne and Filip Zadina scored for Detroit. 
The Red Wings were recently eliminated from the 
postseason chase for the sixth straight year, but managed to 
push past the Hurricanes despite being outplayed much of 
the way. 

“Obviously, they’re one of the best teams in the league,” 
Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said. “I thought our guys battled. 
We didn’t do everything perfect. Obviously Ned was 
outstanding, was absolutely great. 

“And good for him by the way, I know this one meant a lot to 
him.” 

Nedeljkovic had a strong run for the Hurricanes last season 
but the team traded him to Detroit in July and opted to 
reshape their goaltender position by bringing in Antti Raanta 
and Frederik Andersen. 

“There was never any hard feelings,” Nedeljkovic said. “At 
the end of the day, it’s a game, but there’s a business side to 
it, and i understand that. They had to make what they 
thought was best for them. and honestly it’s a really good 
move for me as well.” 

Carolina finished with a 46-22 edge in shots on goal, 
including a long stretch of the second period played in the 
Detroit end of the ice. But Nedeljkovic tood up against every 
swarming push or breakaway by Carolina.  

“Tip of the cap, Ned was good,” Carolina forward Jordan 
Martinook said. “Obviously, we’ve seen he can steal games. 
Felt like we had enough chances definitely to score a couple. 
... Thought we created a lot and just couldn’t get one by him.” 

Nedeljkovic stopped Andrei Svechnikov on a charge down 
the left side then Sebastian Aho on a rebound about 6 1/2 
minutes into the game.  

He also denied another quality chance for Aho early in the 
second when he stopped Carolina’s star from between the 

circles on a feed from Seth Jarvis from behind the net. He 
got a glove on Ethan Bear’s center blast enough to cause the 
puck to bounce back behind him over the goal, then caught a 
bit of a break when Aho appeared to catch the crossbar on a 
breakaway. 

All those efforts kept the game scoreless until a trailing 
Seider took a feed from Dylan Larkin and beat Raanta at 
19:47 of the second period. 

Raanta finished with 19 saves in a missed opportunity for a 
Carolina team that entered leading the idle New York 
Rangers by two points for the division lead. 

BETTER SHOWING 

This marked the third time Nedeljkovic had faced the 
Hurricanes for the Red Wings. He lost the first in December 
but earned an overtime win in March. 

The 26-year-old netminder — who won 15 games with a 1.90 
goals-against average and .932 save percentage for 
Carolina last year — had surrendered seven goals on 62 
shots in the two meetings this year. 

ON THE SCORESHEET 

Erne pushed the lead to 2-0 when he got a step inside of 
Tony DeAngelo to a loose rebound and extended his stick to 
push the puck around Raanta at 3:01 of the third. Zadina’s 
goal all but sealed the game at 13:33. 

Mitchell Stephens, Tyler Bertuzzi and Filip Hronek joined 
Larkin with assists. 

KOTKANIEMI’S RETURN 

Carolina center Jesperi Kotkaniemi returned after missing 
eight games with a lower-body injury. He was injured March 
28 on a penalized hit by Washington’s Lars Eller with 1.8 
seconds left in the Capitals’ 6-1 victory.  

Kotkaniemi saw 15:20 of ice time. 

“He got better I thought as the game went on,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I thought the first period, you 
could tell, his lungs — he was a little bit red-faced.” 

REPAIR WORK 

The game paused for several minutes during one second-
period stoppage early in the period for arena staff to work on 
improving the ice surface along the boards near the right 
faceoff circle. 

UP NEXT  

Red Wings: At the New York Rangers on Saturday. 

Hurricanes: At Colorado on Saturday night.
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The Best, and Worst, Early Returns from the NHL Trade Deadline 

It’s impossible to know who the true winners and losers of 
the trade deadline are until the Stanley Cup is raised, but it's 
not too early to see the best and worst performers heading 
into the stretch run. 

By Ian Kennedy 

It’s impossible to know who the true winners and losers of 
the trade deadline are until the Stanley Cup is raised, and 
draft picks begin to pan out, but the immediate impact of 
acquisitions is becoming clear. Looking at the individual 
players, here is a plus-minus-even look at the early returns 
and impact key players from the 2022 NHL trade deadline 
are having. 

Plus 

Marc Andre Fleury, G (Minnesota) 
The Minnesota Wild got the goalie they were looking for, and 
a better goalie than they were looking at. Fleury managed to 
improve upon his already impressive stats from a losing 
Chicago team to improve in both his GAA and save 
percentage with Minnesota. 

Rickard Rakell, F (Pittsburgh)  
So far, Rakell has been a smashing success in Pittsburgh 
scoring 10 points in 12 games. He looks ready to hit 20 goals 
for the first time since 2017-2018 when he scored back-to-
back 30+ goal seasons. Even moderate production in the 
playoffs to support the Penguins stars would make this a 
valuable rental. 

Brett Kulak, D (Edmonton) 
Kulak has yet to play 20-minutes in a game for Edmonton, 
but he has provided decent middle pairing consistency for 
the Oilers. More importantly, Kulak has been a positive 
player when it comes to +/- and has even contributed a 
handful of points. He probably wasn’t the impact defender 
Edmonton needs, but he has been reliable, and that’s 
enough for a team that already has many high-risk players. 

Andrew Copp, F (NY Rangers) 
No one would have expected Copp, known for his two-way 
game to come in and score more than a point per game for 
the New York Rangers, but that’s what has happened so far. 
The true mark of this trade will come in the post-season. 
Copp has yet to deliver in the playoffs during his career with 
the Winnipeg Jets, but it’s hard to fathom his play to 
deteriorate when it’s on an upward swing. 

Nick Leddy, D (St. Louis) 
In Detroit this season, Leddy was awful. Then again, the 
Wings had to rely upon the offensively minded blueliner to 
play defense against top lines. In St. Louis, he’s piled up 
points collecting 7 in 12 games, and has gone from the 
league's worst +/- player, to simply a plus. 

Jake Walman, D (Detroit) 
The return for Leddy has also been a win for Detroit. With the 
Red Wings, Walman has seen his TOI jump by roughly 7-
minutes per game. Right now, he’s playing for a contract 
extension with the Red Wings, and as a short-term solution, 
who could play his way into a regular bottom-six role, or as a 
trade chip at next year’s deadline, Walman is exceeding 
expectations. 

Mark Giordano, D (Toronto) 
When you see what other teams paid for rentals, Giordano 
looks like an absolute steal. Playing consistent minutes, 
picking up points, and most importantly, shepherding 
Timothy Liljegren and others on the Maple Leafs as the 
veteran professional he is. Giordano’s rental value has 
already been paid for, and whether Toronto hoists a Cup or 
not, this trade was worth its value. 

Nick Paul, F (Tampa Bay) 
A beloved veteran in Ottawa, Paul quickly endeared himself 
to Tampa Bay Lightning fans by immediately contributing 
offensively with 7 points in his first 12 games. He’s a 
character player, and although some questioned the cost to 
Tampa, the early returns look favorable, and Paul could turn 
into a key piece to a three-peat. 

Claude Giroux, F (Florida) 
It’s been a while since Claude Giroux scored at a point-per-
game pace, but perhaps it’s also been a while since his team 
believed he was a point-per-game player. He has that in 
Florida and makes the Panthers look even more lethal 
upfront. The price Florida paid in Owen Tippett and a first-
round pick will only be evaluated in the coming seasons 
when those prospects show their value, and Florida’s playoff 
success is known. 

Ben Chiarot, D (Florida) 
Producing at a slightly higher rate than he was in Montreal, 
which can be expected given Florida’s offense, Chiarot has 
fit in well. Questions were raised when part of his return, Ty 
Smilianic entered the NCAA’s transfer portal, but the real 
asset acquired in return for Chiarot was the first-round pick 
the Canadiens acquired. If Florida wins the Cup, no one will 
ever question the future they sacrificed for Giroux and 
Chiarot. 

Frank Vatrano, F (NY Rangers) 
With the players Florida acquired, Vatrano had to go. The 
New York Rangers, his newest team, could face Florida in 
the post-season and Vatrano has looked good. He has 6 
goals and 10 points in 15 games after scoring only 19 points 
in 49 with Florida.  
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Brandon Hagel, F (Tampa Bay) 
When it costs a team two first-round picks and a talented 
rookie (Taylor Raddysh) to acquire a player, in this case 
Hagel, you want results. Three goals in 13 games isn’t a 
sparkling early return, especially coupled with no assists and 
the fact he’s regularly playing around 13-minutes a night. 
Hagel provides cost security, but early returns are 
concerning. 

Max Domi, F (Carolina) 
No one questions Max Domi’s skill, but the enigmatic forward 
can’t seem to find a fit, and it doesn’t look like Carolina is that 
answer. He had 4 assists through 11 games with the 
Hurricanes, remaining on pace for his lowest offensive output 
in a complete season.  

Derick Brassard, F (Edmonton)  
Some will certainly question if Brassard was the best Ken 
Holland could do to bolster his forward depth. If nothing else, 
he provides significant playoff experience and a veteran 
presence to Edmonton. This trade won’t win fans for Holland. 
He has 2 goals through 10 games and no assists. 

Tyler Motte, F (NY Rangers) 
After not scoring a point in 9 contests with New York, Motte’s 
season looks to be over following a significant injury. In the 
trade world, this was a bust for New York, but at least it 
came at a low cost. Still, to get 9 scoreless games out of a 
pending unrestricted free agent and lose him for nothing is 
disappointing. 

Andrew Hammond, G (New Jersey) 
Everyone loves Andrew Hammond, except for New Jersey 
Devils fans who cringed through his two appearances this 
season thus far. Brought in to provide goaltending depth, he 
couldn't have started much worse with a 7.57 goals against 
average and .783 save percentage in a game and a half. 
Then again, he’s surprised people before. 

Even 

Oskar Sundqvist, F (Detroit) 
The Red Wings lauded Sundqvist’s early play, but in truth, 
he’s not producing at a rate exceeding his time in St. Louis. 
Could he earn an opportunity to stay in Detroit’s bottom six 
on a short term contract? Perhaps. Is it worth re-signing him 
burning a spot that could be used for a prospect, likely not. 

Josh Brown, D (Boston) 
Big, stable depth. That is all. It’s a typical playoff addition for 
a contending team, and Boston lost little in return. 

Owen Tippett, F (Philadelphia)  
Adding a struggling prospect to a struggling team can 
sometimes work, but so far, Tippett has not seen a 
substantive change in his output. As the key piece, along 
with a first-round pick in exchange for Claude Giroux, 
expectations will be high for Tippett. Beginning next season 
as a core piece of a rebuild, Tippett will need to produce. 
Philadelphia could strike rich with the added first, and getting 
building pieces for Giroux who was scheduled to walk as a 
UFA is great, but for now, this one remains as a status quo 
trade for the Flyers until the assets pay dividends in the 
future. 

Josh Manson, D (Colorado) 
He is what Colorado wanted. A physical veteran presence. 
One concern is that he’s been on the ice for more goals 
against than he should be considering how hot the 
Avalanche are right now. A risk worth taking for the 
Avalanche, who after trading so many prospects and picks 
are in win-now mode. 

Kaapo Kähkönen, G (San Jose) 
Many feared this trade would haunt the Minnesota Wild long 
term. Early on in San Jose, Kähkönen has struggled. This 
trade will only truly be judged next season and beyond that. 

Vlad Namestnikov, F (Dallas) 
Adding Vlad was a low-risk, low-reward situation for Dallas. 
He’s depth scoring, and could move up their roster if needed. 
Luckily for the Stars, it has not been needed. With only 3 
points in 11 games, it’s hard to call Namestnikov an impact 
acquisition. 

Calle Jarnkrok, F (Calgary) 
While he was acquired for his versatility, 2 assists through 8 
games likely aren’t enough for the Flames who gave up a 
second and third round pick for the rental. However, if he 
effectively kills penalties and plays a checking game 
throughout the playoffs helping Calgary advance deep, or 
emerge from the Western Conference, the trade is a win for 
both Calgary and the Seattle Kraken. For now, this trade 
remains even. Calgary doesn’t need Jarnkrok to score, but it 
wouldn’t hurt.
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Nedeljkovic blanks Canes in PNC revenge game 

The Carolina Hurricanes had no answer for their former 
netminder Thursday night, falling 3-0 to the Red Wings in a 
46-save effort from Alex Nedeljkovic.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Alex Nedeljkovic Revenge Game™. 

The Carolina Hurricanes fell 3-0 to the Detroit Red Wings in 
PNC Arena Thursday night, though not for a lack of chances 
as Nedeljkovic stood on his head and posted a 46-save 
shutout.  

Carolina was the aggressor for most of the night, but the 
former Canes’ netminder made great save after great save to 
deny Carolina and win the game for his current squad.  

Detroit, which finished the game with just 22 shots, opened 
the scoring in the final seconds of the second period on a 
quasi power play goal from Moritz Seider, while Adam Erne 
doubled the lead in the first few minutes of the third period. 
Filip Zadina made it 3-0 with a heavy wrister later in the third.  

In the Canes’ net, Antti Raanta made some really nice saves 
but also let in some pretty soft goals in a not-too-busy night, 
stopping 19 of 22 shots faced in a forgettable loss.  

Seider’s opener bled through Raanta, though from a very 
high-danger spot on the ice, while Erne scored off a rebound 
that certainly could have been better defended by Tony 
DeAngelo. Zadina’s powerful wrister caught Raanta off guard 
a bit, and was another goal Raanta would probably want 
back as it took a deflection of his glove before going in.  

There was more to the loss than just the goalies, though, as 
Carolina’s special teams also let it down Thursday night. On 
the power play, the Canes went 0 for 3 and managed just a 
couple shots and four scoring chances. And while Carolina’s 
penalty kill was technically 1 for 1, Seider’s goal came with 
Brett Pesce making his way out of the box.  

The first period was all Canes, though the score at the end of 
the first 20 minutes read 0-0. Carolina had an 11-4 edge in 

shots and a 7-1 advantage in high-danger chances for, but 
Nedeljkovic was particularly excellent to start the night and 
keep the Hurricanes off the board.  

The only really bad thing, other than the lack of goals, for the 
Canes in the first period was the game’s first power play, a 
two-minute stretch where Carolina mustered 0 shots with an 
extra man on the ice.  

While slightly less dominant for the Canes, the second period 
mirrored the first in a lot of ways. The Hurricanes found some 
chances and took some good shots on Nedeljkovic, but the 
former Carolina netminder just wouldn’t be beaten.  

At about the midway point in the second things did start to 
shift, though, as Detroit started to pile up a few more looks 
on Raanta who had had things really quiet up to that point. 
Raanta, not to be outmatched by his counterpart on the other 
end of the ice, had some really grade-A saves in the back 10 
minutes of the second period.  

The Red Wings got their best chance at the very end of the 
second frame, as Pesce headed to the box for tripping with 
2:13 left in the period. The Canes so very nearly killed off the 
penalty, but Seider squeaked a shot through Raanta off a 
great feed from Dylan Larkin literally as the power play 
expired to give Detroit a 1-0 lead heading into the locker 
room.  

The Red Wings doubled their lead early in the third period, 
as a defensive lapse from DeAngelo helped Erne tally. 
DeAngelo couldn’t spot a rebound off Raanta, as Erne 
collected it and worked it to his backhand in the crease to 
punch it in and make it 2-0.  

After another empty power play for the Canes, Zadina 
blasted a quick-fire wrister from beyond the circle that 
ricocheted off of Raanta’s glove and into the net to make it 3-
0.  

The Hurricanes will now look to move past their fourth 
shutout loss of the season Saturday night in Colorado 
against the Avalanche.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Martinook, Aho on shutout loss to Wings 

The Detroit Red Wings, led by Alex Nedeljkovic, blanked the 
Canes in PNC Arena Thursday night.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a shutout loss to their 
former netminder Thursday night in PNC Arena, falling 3-0 
as Alex Nedeljkovic posted a 46-save shutout against his old 
squad.  

Nedeljkovic was outstanding for the entire night, turning 
away 24 high-danger chances in a game where the 
Hurricanes dominated every statistic except the final score 
and the special teams battle.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Jordan 
Martinook and Sebastian Aho spoke with members of the 
media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On if this just a game where you tip your cap to Nedeljkovic 
and move on: Yup. Well said.  

On every team going through losses where they can’t score 
and on if it looks a little worse for the Canes because they 
still usually generate so many chances: That’s the way we 
want to do it. If you’re going to get zero, at least put up 50 
shots. Then, like you said, you can just tip your hat and move 
on.  

On what he’s looking for from his guys at this point in the 
season: It’s tough. There’s no question. We’re still trying to 
do the same things. We want to finish first. That was what we 
set out to do for these 82 games. So, we still want to 
accomplish that. We made it a little tougher tonight, 
obviously, but that’s still what we’re trying to do. That’s the 
goal.  

On Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s first game back: He got better, I 
thought, as the game went on. His first period you could tell 
he was a little bit red-faced. He hasn’t really practiced or 
anything, so I give him credit for getting his game going. I 
think he’ll continue to get better as we move on.  

On the power play: Yeah, that’s the difference in the game. 
That first unit needs to be way better. The second unit is fine. 
They got in and did their stuff, had a couple chances. It’s just 
a lot of turnovers for no reason. It’s just weird things that 
we’ve been doing. So, definitely need to be working on that, 
or at least talking about it. It’s tough to get a lot of practice 

time right now. But that’s an area where we have to get 
better.  

On if he can really say anything different after these games: 
No because it’s going to happen of the course of the year. 
It’s going to happen when you have a good team. I give my 
guys a ton of credit here. They played hard. 5-on-5, that was 
about as good of a game as you’re going to get. It just felt 
like we were getting chance after chance. Like you say, it just 
didn’t work out. We’ve probably got a few more of these this 
year than in years past that feel this way because we 
wouldn’t get as many opportunities.  

Jordan Martinook 

On Nedeljkovic: Yeah, tip your cap. Ned was good. 
Obviously we’ve seen that he can steal games. It felt like we 
had enough chances definitely to score a couple. So yeah, 
tip your cap. He was good. I thought we created a lot and 
just couldn’t get one by him.  

On every team going through these tough games: Yeah, it’s 
crazy. Sometimes we’ll score six with 20 shots. I wish I had 
the right answer for you, but he was good. We definitely 
created enough, so I’m not worried about that. If you get 40 
shots but they’re all from the outside it’s a different story, but 
we were definitely in his eyes. He played well.  

Sebastian Aho 

On if these are frustrating or do you just tip your cap to 
Nedeljkovic and move on: Sometimes it is frustrating. With 
those scoring chances you are supposed to score enough 
goals to win a hockey game. But yeah, Ned played really 
well. Obviously they defended very well today, so you’ve got 
to tip your cap to them. But at the same time, there’s no 
reason to panic or anything but learn from these and be a 
little bit sharper when we get enough chances.  

On the power play: Not good enough. Today if the power 
play gets one then I’m pretty sure we win that game. The 
power play let us down today, especially our group. We keep 
working on it, and the next time we go out there we’ve got to 
have a lot of confidence and trust each other. We’ve done it 
before. We’ve got to score goals when it comes down the 
stretch. Just keep working on it and the bounces will come.  

On if he believes they need to stick with the same unit on the 
power play: All five players are very good power play 
players. We need to be on the same page and maybe get 
one greasy one and get that confidence back and outwork 
the PK. I’m very confident, and we’ve got to turn this around.
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Canes can’t crack Nedeljkovic, come up short against Red Wings  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost some ground in a tight Eastern 
Conference on Thursday, April 14, falling 3-0 to the Detroit 
Red Wings in PNC Arena. 

Even though the Canes (48-19-8) outshot the Red Wings 
(29-35-10) 46-22 for the night, Detroit goalie and former 
Hurricane Alex Nedeljkovic simply refused to lose, stopping 
all of Carolina’s shots for the shutout. 

“Obviously we’ve seen that he can steal games,” said left 
wing Jordan Martinook. “It felt like we had enough chances, 
definitely, to score a couple. So yeah, tip your cap. He was 
good. I thought we created a lot and just couldn’t get one by 
him.” 

Carolina tested Nedeljkovic early and often, accumulating 11 
shots in the first period alone, but the Detroit netminder was 
unbeatable all night. These weren’t pedestrian chances for 
the Canes either, as they notched seven high-danger scoring 
chances in the first compared to zero such chances for the 
Red Wings. 

“We definitely created enough, so I’m not worried about that,” 
Martinook said. “If you get 40 shots but they’re all from the 
outside it’s a different story, but we were definitely in his 
eyes. He played well.” 

That initial ferocity faded into frustration as the game went 
along as Carolina failed to find the net. Center Martin Nečas 
and Filip Hronek got into a heated exchange early in the 
second period, each earning themselves two minutes in the 
penalty box for roughing, but the first sting of the night came 
at the tail end of the period. 

After the Hurricanes completed their only PK, the Red Wings 
did not wait for Carolina to reorganize and broke the 
deadlock. Dylan Larkin slipped through a pair of Hurricanes 
to tee up Moritz Seider for the opening goal. 

The Canes' power play, on the other hand, suffered through 
another rough outing, going zero for three against the 
league's third-worst PK. Despite the stellar night Nedeljkovic 
had, Carolina’s lack of tenacity with a man advantage has 
been a cause for concern as the playoffs draw closer. 

“Not good enough,” said center Sebastian Aho. “Today if the 
power play gets one then I’m pretty sure we win that game. 
The power play let us down today, especially our group. … 
We’ve got to score goals when it comes down the stretch. 
Just keep working on it and the bounces will come.” 

With seven games left in the regular season, the Hurricanes 
will need to tighten up its play if it wants to continue to strive 
for the title of the best team in hockey. 

“It’s tough, there’s no question,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We’re still trying to do the same things: We 
want to finish first. That was what we set out to do for these 
82 games, so we still want to accomplish that. We made it a 
little tougher tonight, obviously, but that’s still what we’re 
trying to do.” 

The Canes’ next opportunity to return to form will come on 
the road in a cross-conference showdown with the Colorado 
Avalanche. Puck drops in Ball Arena on Saturday, April 16 at 
9 p.m.

  

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260426737.html 
https://theathletic.com/3251588/2022/04/15/nhl-power-rankings/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/nedeljkovic-gets-his-revenge-makes-46-saves-in-3-0-win-over-hurricanes/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-nedeljkovic-blanks-canes-three-to-zero/c-332997652 

https://www.nhl.com/news/detroit-red-wings-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-332975796 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-detroit-red-wings-antti-raanta-filip-zadina-3c5350b014c3a650e0f3329a93f7154d 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/the-best-and-worst-early-returns-from-the-nhl-trade-deadline 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/14/23026084/nedeljkovic-blanks-canes-in-pnc-revenge-game 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/14/23026234/they-said-it-brindamour-martinook-aho-on-shutout-loss-to-wings 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-can-t-crack-nedeljkovic-come-up-short-against-red-wings/article_c2ddf84a-bc67-11ec-9bfb-

a735b7185df8.html 
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1241546 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Alex Nedeljkovic posts shutout, leads the Red Wings to a 3-0 win over 
the Hurricanes 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED APRIL 14, 2022 11:36 PM 

 

Nedeljkovic, back in PNC Arena on Thursday, graded out very, very well. 

The guy the Canes called “Ned” was the best player on the ice for the 
Detroit Red Wings, battling his way to a 3-0 win, roaming the crease and 
making 46 saves in his second victory of the season over his former 
team in being named the game’s first star. 

“Any time you can get a shutout in this league it’s always special,” 
Nedeljkovic said after his third of the season. “Maybe tonight was a little 
bit more.” 

Defenseman Moritz Seider scored with 12.1 seconds left in the second 
period and forward Adam Erne early in the third for the Red Wings, who 
entered the game 8-14-4 since the NHL All-Star break and giving up 4.5 
goals a game in that span. Filip Zadina’s score later in the third on a shot 
off the rush made it 3-0. 

Nedeljkovic had struggled, allowing 24 goals in his five starts before 
Thursday. But he looked more like the goalie who was a Calder Trophy 
finalist for NHL rookie of the year last season with the Canes, doggedly 
scrambling around the net and making both tough and routine saves. 

“I know they like to shoot the puck a lot, they like to cause a lot of chaos,” 
he said. “We were doing a great job of tying up sticks. There was a few 
times I was getting a little sloppy and kind of falling on my butt, and we 
found a way to keep the puck away from the net, which was great.” 

In the end, Nedeljkovic was better than Antti Raanta, who the Canes 
signed in the offseason along with Frederik Andersen. Both made high-
quality saves Thursday but Nedeljkovic made more in earning his 19th 
win while Raanta lost in his second start since March 29. 

“At the end of the day it’s a game but there’s a business side to it and I 
understand that,” he said. “They had to make what they thought was best 
for them and honestly it’s a really good move for me, as well. I was given 
an opportunity with Detroit to play a lot of games. It hasn’t been the best 
of seasons, I guess, but it’s part of growing up, part of learning and 
maturing and learning how to be a good hockey player.” 

It was the type of game the Canes (48-19-8) have played at times this 
season. They outshot the other team handily -- 46-22 on Thursday. They 
piled up “high danger” scoring chances. But they ran into a goalie who 
had all the answers and lost to a lesser opponent. 

The Canes, who lead the Metropolitan Division by two points, are headed 
to the Stanley Cup playoffs and can’t seem to get there fast enough. The 
Red Wings (29-35-10) continue to rebuild around players such as Seider, 
soon to be an NHL star, and forward Lucas Raymond plus such veteran 
players as Dylan Larkin and Tyler Bertuzzi. 

The power play continues to be a problem for the Canes — a pressing 
one. Carolina was 0-3 Thursday with just two shots and has gone without 
a power-play goal in the past seven games. 

“Not good enough,” Canes center Sebastian Aho said. “Today, if we get 
one I’m pretty sure we win that game. The power play let us down today, 
especially our group.” 

The Canes had a first-period power play that was disjointed, their zone 
entries mostly adventures and held without a shot. Their two power plays 
in the third were better executed but no one could get the puck past 
Nedeljkovic. 

Even a successful penalty kill by Carolina did not end well late in the 
second period. Just as Canes defenseman Brett Pesce was coming out 
of the penalty box, Larkin set up Seider for an unchecked shot and his 
sixth goal of the season. 

Erne’s sixth of the season came when he beat defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo to the front of the net. Zadina got off a shot that appeared to 
glance off the stick of defenseman Ian Cole and flutter past Raanta. 

It was the fourth time the Canes have been shut out this season -- the 
third since March 3. 

“It’s going to happen over the course of a year,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s going to happen when you have a good team. I 
give my guys a ton of credit. They play hard. It seemed like we were 
getting chance after chance but it didn’t work out.” 
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1241554 Colorado Avalanche 

 

Avalanche extends winning streak to eight with 3-1 triumph over New 
Jersey Devils 

 

Mike Chambers 

 

Avalanche winger Logan O’Connor kicked things off Thursday night, 
taking the ceremonial faceoff in front of members of the University of 
Denver’s NCAA championship team. 

O’Connor, who helped the Pioneers win the 2017 national title, then 
broke the ice by opening the scoring against the New Jersey Devils at 
Ball Arena. 

O’Connor’s seventh goal of the season came 3:07 into the second period 
and led to a landslide. Wingers Andre Burakovsky and Artturi Lehkonen 
(power play) added goals at 7:45 and 14:35, and the Avs cruised to their 
eighth consecutive win with a 3-1 triumph to split the two-game season 
series with the Devils. 

Avs coach Jared Bednar hinted that O’Connor — who scored for the first 
time since Jan. 2 — was the player of the game. 
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“It’s almost like he got a little boost from all the DU guys coming in and 
seeing his old teammates,” Bednar said. “But he was skating. 
Competitive. Winning races, battles, drew a nice penalty, hanging onto 
the puck. We got rewarded with a goal. Almost had another one. I 
thought he had a really good night.” 

New Jersey forward Jesper Bratt ruined goalie Pavel Francouz’s shutout 
bid midway through the third period. But Francouz (26 saves) stopped 
nine shots in the frame in which the Avs produced just two. He extended 
his personal winning streak to six games. 

“We are a really good hockey team and we’re having fun,” Francouz said. 
“We’re in a really good spot. It’s awesome to continue winning. It’s a lot 
of fun and we’re getting ready for the best part of the year.” 

Colorado (54-14-6), which produced its single-season club-record 53rd 
win in Wednesday’s 9-3 rout of the Los Angeles Kings, climbed to an 
NHL-high 114 points — just four shy of the club record set by the Stanley 
Cup-winning team of 2000-01. The Avs, who now lead the Eastern 
Conference-leading Florida Panthers by four points in the President’s 
Trophy race, have eight remaining games. Florida has nine. 

“I like what we’re going. We’re staying focused and playing the right 
way,” Bednar said. “It’s as much about our habits and the way we play 
right now as it is stringing together wins. But we’re still fighting for that 
first overall (President’s Trophy) and (the Panthers) are a wagon right 
now. They’re scoring a bunch of goals every night. They’re going to be a 
challenge whoever they face in the first round.” 

Colorado improved to a league-best 15-4-1 in consecutive-night games 
and reached 30 home wins for the first time in club history. 

The Avs finished 1-of-2 on the power play. Lehkonen’s man-advantage 
goal came on a rebound off a shot from Mikko Rantanen. 

“Mikko shot the puck and the rebound fell under my feet basically,” 
Lehkonen said. 

Footnotes. Ben Meyers, whom the Avs signed as an undrafted free agent 
out of the University of Minnesota, met with reporters before the game. 
He arrived in Denver on Wednesday night and participated in a light 
skate with injured Avs Nazem Kadri and Ryan Murray on Thursday 
morning. As a junior with the Golden Gophers, Meyers served as captain 
and led the team with 17 goals and 41 points in 34 games. In addition to 
Kadri (upper body) and Murray (arm), the Avs are still without left wing 
and team captain Gabe Landeskog (knee). … Defenseman Jack 
Johnson was Colorado’s only healthy scratch for the second consecutive 
game. 
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Incredible Avalanche first period featured four goals in the first 10:56 
against the Kings 

 

Mike Chambers 

 

It was a full-ice press. The Avalanche unleashed video-game-like, end-
to-end pressure on Wednesday night in overwhelming the Los Angeles 
Kings 9-3 at Ball Arena. 

Colorado was fresh, playing its first game since Saturday, and the Kings 
were completing a consecutive-night set that began Tuesday in Chicago. 

The Avs wanted to skate, skate, skate, and combined with their skill, skill, 
skill, they took a  4-0 lead out of the first period en route to their seventh 
straight victory and club-record 53rd of the season. 

“We came so strong,” said forward Nicolas Aube-Kubel, who scored the 
first and fourth goals in a period that saw the Avs chase starting Kings 
goalie Jonathan Quick before it even finished. 

Quick faced 10 shots, allowing three goals, before Aube-Kubel scored on 
Cal Petersen just 41 seconds after the goalie change. All four goals 
came within the first 10:56 of the game. 

“They came out strong and we didn’t match their intensity,” Kings center 
and team captain Anze Kopitar said. “Next thing you know we’re down 4-
0, so it’s obviously a start that we can’t afford. And that’s the bottom line.” 

The Kings, who are teetering on the Western Conference playoff bubble, 
had more to play for than the Avs, who entered Wednesday night 
needing just six points in their final nine games to clinch the conference’s 
No. 1 playoff seed. Colorado can also clinch earlier if Calgary doesn’t 
finish 9-0. 

But the Avs are also playing for the President’s Trophy — the NHL’s best 
regular-season record that ensures home-ice advantage through the 
Stanley Cup Final. They won it last year and wouldn’t mind winning it 
again. 

Based on how they came out against the Kings, they want it bad. The 
Avs entered Wednesday tied with the Eastern Conference-leading 
Florida Panthers with an NHL-high 110 points. 

Colorado capitalized in different ways against L.A., including scoring on 
both of its power plays. Center Nathan MacKinnon produced the first goal 
of his hat trick with the man-advantage, giving the Avs a 3-0 lead. 
MacKinnon then assisted on Cale Makar’s power-play goal late in the 
second period for a 6-2 lead. 

“We didn’t have anything at the beginning of the night,” Kings coach 
Todd McLellan said. “You can’t play that way against this team. We 
found some legs in the second, but then we made a lot of mistakes and it 
ended up in our net and there is no other way of painting it.” 

Despite missing injured forwards Gabe Landeskog and Nazem Kadri — 
both regulars on the No. 1 power play — the Avs were awesome with the 
man-advantage. Puck movement was nearly perfect. 

“Good bounces, but we were moving it quick, finding good seams,” 
MacKinnon said. “All five guys involved are reading each other really 
well. You don’t really have a real answer. It just works, you’re just feeling 
it.” 

Footnotes. The Avalanche played the second leg of its four-game 
homestand Thursday night against the New Jersey Devils. … Colorado 
finished 3-0-0 in the season series against the Kings, outscoring L.A. a 
combined 16-4. … The Avs reached seven goals for the eighth time this 
season, but the first time since Jan. 6 vs. Winnipeg. Only the Panthers 
have also scored seven goals in eight games. … It was Colorado’s first 
nine-goal game since March 31, 2021, vs. Arizona, and the seventh time 
in club history. 
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Avalanche defeat New Jersey 3-1 to cruise to eighth straight victory  

 

Aarif Deen 

 

Following a dominating performance on Wednesday night, the Avalanche 
cruised to another victory on Thursday, this time defeating the New 
Jersey Devils 3-1 to earn their eighth straight win. 

Logan O’Connor put the Avs ahead 1-0 early in the second period on his 
seventh goal of the season. Colorado went on to add two more before 
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the buzzer sounds thanks to a tally from Andre Burakovsky and a power-
play goal from Artturi Lehkonen. 

The Devils broke the shutout bid for Pavel Francouz with just 8:21 
remaining. Francouz, who has won his last six games, made 26 saves. 

Listen to “Update From Ball Arena” on Spreaker. 

The Avalanche eclipsed two franchise marks in their 9-3 victory over the 
L.A. Kings on Wednesday. They earned their 29th win at Ball Arena and 
53rd overall. They added to both of those feats against New Jersey and 
have four more home games to continue to build on it. 

Prior to puck drop, recent Avs free-agent signing Ben Myers met with the 
media. The 23-year-old, who captain Minnesota to an NCAA Frozen Four 
appearance last week, is expected to appear in games before the end of 
the regular season. 

Myers is ineligible to play in the Stanley Cup Playoffs this year but says 
he saw an opportunity with the Avs that was too good to pass up. 

“I just felt like I had a chance to join a great team and a great 
organization,” he said. 

milehighsports.com LOADED: 04.15.2022 
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Colorado Avalanche Grades in Win over Devils - Colorado Hockey Now 

 

By Kelsey Hammond 

 

“The Devil bowed his head because he knew that he’d been beat” 

Bowen Byram: B- – He seems to be the recipient of big hits lately, but 
he’s bouncing up every time. He’s getting back into position and playing 
smart. 

Erik Johnson: B – Big player were playing physical tonight. He had four 
hits and was putting guys on the ground. Those types of hits are going to 
be magnified come playoffs. 

Devon Toews: B – Relatively a quite night for the star defenseman. He 
had three shots on net and his usual 20 plus minutes of ice time. 

Cale Makar: A – Five points in 2 games is pretty good…I guess. 

Andrew Cogliano: B – He does all the little things right and has done it all 
since joining the team. The Avs penalty kill has turned it around. 

Valeri Nichushkin: B+ – His speed always surprises me for a big guy. He 
crashes the net and guys are going down with him. He added an assist 
tonight and three hits. 

Nicolas Aube-Kubel: B – Not hat trick tonight, but Bednar spoke highly of 
him after last nights game. He’s really turned his game around since 
being scratched. 

Alex Newhook: C+ – Nothing too crazy tonight. I like that he can play with 
virtually anyone on this team. 

Logan O’Connor: A – BOY did he need that. Not just because it ends his 
drought but add DU being in the building, extra special. 

Nathan MacKinnon: B+ – Almost had one in the last two minutes of the 
game. There were a couple of instances tonight I wished he passed it 
and not shot it, but my name also isn’t MacKinnon. 

J.T. Compher: C – Not much from him tonight. One shot and about 17 
minutes played.  

Josh Manson: B – Similar to Johnson, he was laying down some Devils 
with three hits. Throw in an assist, it was a decent night.  

Darren Helm: B – He will sit in front of the net and just not move. 14 
points on the season. 

Sam Girard: B- – A plus two tonight and a few spin-o-ramas tonight. He 
was third for defensemen in ice time at 20:04. 

Artturi Lehkonen: A+ – Goal and an assist tonight and he just seemed to 
be all over the ice. From forehecking to backchecking, great night for 
#62. 

$20 Dollar Bonus Voucher! 

Nico Sturm: C+ – I really like the opportunities he creates on the penalty 
kill. He quick burst of speed makes him lethal through the neutral zone if 
the puck gets past the defense.  

Andre Burakovsky : A – Hot streak Burky! Time to finish the season 
strong and head into the playoffs with confidence. I like him on a line with 
Lehkonen as they are both fast and have great hands to dish and receive 
the puck. 

Mikko Rantanen : A – He had eight shot attempts tonight and an assist. 
Incredible season for The Moose. 

Pavel Francouz: A- – Some very good saves in the game. He is looking 
like a great backup as the playoffs emerge.  
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Hammer time: Coyotes' Jakob Chychrun pleased with Thor-themed 
bobblehead doll 

 

José M. Romero, The Arizona Republic 

 

Jakob Chychrun's review of the bobblehead made of his likeness is 
favorable.  

"I think they did a pretty good job. Bobbleheads can be kind of hit or 
miss, so I think they did a pretty good job of making it look as close to 
me, looking as much like me as they possibly can," Chychrun said.  

The Coyotes will pass out dolls to the first 5,000 fans through the gates 
at Gila River Arena on April 22, the night the team hosts the Washington 
Capitals in the third-to-last game the team will play at the Glendale 
building before it officially calls Tempe and ASU's multipurpose arena 
home.  

It seems unlikely that Chychrun, who's missed 15 games since March 12 
with a lower-body injury, will be back and able to play on the night his 
likeness, combined with the superhero Thor's famous hammer in what is 
being billed as Marvel Super Hero Night, becomes a collector's item.  

At the start of the season, Chychrun was named an assistant captain and 
was widely viewed as the face of the team, modeling the popular white 
Kachina jersey in the announcement of its return. He'd come off his best 
season as a pro at only 23 years old —  he just turned 24 last month.  

Two long-term injuries have limited Chychrun to 47 games and 21 points, 
but he's working hard in rehabilitation to get back before the season 
ends. 

"I'm not a big Marvel guy, but people actually used to always tell me I 
look like Thor, so I guess it's kind of funny, you know, with the long 
blonde hair and muscles," Chychrun said, chuckling modestly. "I just 
think it's kind of funny. But it's cool. For sure, I'm excited." 

When he saw the final product, Chychrun approved. The Coyotes haven't 
handed out a bobblehead to fans since pre-pandemic days, Feb. 24, 
2019, to be exact.  
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That night, longtime former captain Shane Doan's number 19 was retired 
in a memorable ceremony on the ice, and all fans in attendance received 
a Doan doll.  

Doan was asked what it is like for a player to hold and wiggle a doll made 
in his honor.  

"It depends on if it looks like you or not. If it looks like you — for me that 
wasn't as good a thing, I thought they could do a little bit better job — but 
maybe 'Chick' is a little bit better," Doan said. "That's one of those bizarre 
things. It's hard to even explain, because you grow up kind of seeing 
those and grabbing those and it's kind of like you made it. To have that, 
I'm pretty happy for Chick." 

Chychrun was a roommate of former Coyote Max Domi when the 
Coyotes gave away a bobblehead of Domi posing next to a dog, 
symbolizing the player's diabetic alert dog. Chychrun said that's the last 
one bobblehead recalled.  

"There hasn't been much talk about it. I don't think many of the guys even 
know," Chychrun said, asked if he expected to be razzed by teammates. 
"Maybe they do, I'm not sure. I don't think anyone's seen it in person, so 
maybe once they see it in person, maybe there will be a few chirps. 
Luckily it's been under the radar a little bit." 

Chychrun never thought he'd have a bobblehead of himself, but he looks 
forward to getting a bunch of them to hand out to people close to him. 

"That's going to be the coolest thing about it, is this summer, being able 
to bring them up to all my family and get some of their reactions," he 
said. "For sure it'll be a nice little thing to have for the rest of my life." 
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Coyotes, ASU have discussed proposed Tempe arena as home of Sun 
Devil basketball – PHNX 

 

Craig Morgan 

 

Arizona State University has had discussions with the Coyotes about 
using the NHL team’s proposed 16,000-seat arena as the new home for 
its men’s and women’s basketball teams, multiple sources familiar with 
the situation confirmed. Further interest from ASU would naturally be 
contingent upon the Coyotes getting approval from the Tempe City 
Council to build the arena and its surrounding entertainment district.  

The Coyotes declined comment when reached by PHNX Sports on 
Wednesday. 

ASU’s basketball teams currently play at Desert Financial Arena, which 
was built in 1974. Vice President for University Athletics Ray Anderson 
recently told Arizona Sports that renovating the facility would be a top 
priority for the school now that construction of a multi-purpose facility to 
house hockey, wrestling and gymnastics is nearing completion, but with 
the Coyotes footing the bill for a new arena and its surrounding 
entertainment district at an estimated price of $1.7 billion, ASU could 
have an easy solution just west of campus. 

Desert Financial Arena is not the Pac-12’s oldest arena, but it has long 
been viewed as a deterrent to recruiting. Despite a facelift for the bowl 
that provided some cosmetic upgrades, the team areas in the guts of the 
building are severely dated and in need of improvement. 

A wide view of 14,100-seat Desert Financial Arena. (Getty Images) 

The seating capacity of 16,000 at the Coyotes’ proposed arena would be 
too large for either ASU’s men’s or women’s basketball programs, given 

their recent average attendance marks, but modern arenas often include 
retractable barriers for the upper levels to reduce capacity, improve 
acoustics and eliminate bad optics of an arena looking half full.  

On the plus side, partnering again with the Coyotes could spare ASU a 
major bill (the multi-purpose arena cost $115 million) and give it a first-
class basketball facility. The arena could also serve as a regional host for 
the NCAA’s men’s and women’s basketball tournaments, putting college 
fans and players within easy reach of one of the nation’s largest 
universities and all of its amenities. 

On Sept. 2, the City of Tempe reported that the Coyotes were the only 
group to submit a proposal in response to its request for proposals for a 
project incorporating a professional sports franchise and entertainment 
district for two parcels of city-owned land totaling 46 acres at the 
northeast corner of Priest Drive and Rio Salado Parkway. The site, which 
is located on the south bank of the Salt River, previously was used as a 
sand and gravel mining operation and a dump.  

Source: City of Tempe 

On Wednesday, the site experienced a mulch fire that was extinguished 
with no injuries reported. 

The Tempe City Council has not voted on the Coyotes’ proposal, but the 
council discussed it in executive session on April 7. Recent elections 
brought two new members to the council who will be seated in July. 
Multiple sources have told PHNX Sports that a decision on the Coyotes’ 
proposal is expected while the current council is seated, but no hard 
deadlines have been set. While there was some speculation that a vote 
could occur at the council’s April 28 meeting, that no longer appears 
likely. 

After the executive session, the City of Tempe released a statement 
outlining the ongoing process that read as follows: 

The Tempe City Council has directed city staff to work with the entity 
proposing to build a professional hockey arena, hotels, offices, retail and 
residential near Town Lake to seek clarification on specific points of their 
proposal. The Council’s direction came last night in a closed session 
allowed by state law.  

Tempe issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) in July 2021 for a 
development incorporating a professional sports franchise and 
entertainment district on 46 acres of city land at the northeast corner of 
Priest Drive and Rio Salado Parkway. In September, Bluebird LLC was 
the sole respondent. City staff and consultants have been evaluating the 
proposal for its economic impacts, public benefit and other factors. That 
due diligence is continuing.  

No details can be shared publicly at this time about the aspects of the 
proposal that need clarification in the Council’s view. That is because 
these matters may be part of confidential negotiations in the future, if the 
Council formally accepts the proposal at a later date. Acceptance of the 
proposal has not yet occurred. 

While multiple reports recently have warned of potential issues with Sky 
Harbor International Airport, two sources familiar with the situation said 
that the airport is not a significant sticking point for the city. Despite that 
opinion, another source suggested that there is some effort from 
opposition to reject the RFP in executive session, rather than discussing 
it in a public forum. 

“I think there is a good chance it never comes to a public meeting or 
vote,” the source said. “This likely will die in the dark without the public 
ever knowing what the real proposal was.” 

When asked about ASU possibly using the proposed arena for its 
basketball programs, the same source said: “If ASU wants this deal they 
should speak up now. It will be too late soon.”  

Another source, however, said that a decision to reject the RFP in private 
is unlikely, suggesting that it would reflect poorly on Tempe Mayor Corey 
Woods if the council opted to kill the proposal in secrecy after publicly 
requesting that same proposal. 
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The Coyotes have already reached an agreement with ASU to use the 
university’s new multi-purpose facility as their temporary home while they 
await word from the city council. The deal calls for the Coyotes to play at 
least three years in the facility with options for additional seasons if 
construction of the new arena takes longer than hoped.  

The Coyotes sent out an email to season ticket holders on Wednesday 
outlining the pricing for tickets in an all-premium-seat setting. Coyotes 
President & CEO Xavier Gutierrez discussed ticket pricing and much 
more in an exclusive Q&A with PHNX Sports in March. 

Viewed in the context of the larger arena, it makes sense that ASU was 
willing to partner with the Coyotes temporarily at the multi-purpose 
facility. Aside from the $19.7 million annex and additional improvements 
that the Coyotes are adding that ASU will get to keep, the university will 
keep parking revenue and enjoy the free marketing that comes with NHL 
hockey being played in an arena that has all sorts of ASU branding.  

If the Coyotes also offer ASU a solution to its basketball problem, it could 
remove a major concern from the athletic department’s desk. 
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Arizona Coyotes get blown out by Canucks in Vancouver 

 

Share BY ASSOCIATED PRESS 

 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia (AP) — J.T. Miller had a career-high five 
assists and the Vancouver Canucks extended their winning streak to five 
games with a 7-1 win over the Arizona Coyotes on Thursday night. 

With the win, the Canucks kept alive their faint playoff hopes. Vancouver 
is five points behind the Nashville Predators and Dallas Stars, who hold 
the two Western Conference wild-card spots. 

Rookie Vasily Podkolzin had two goals and an assist, Alex Chiasson 
scored twice, and Sheldon Dries, Elias Pettersson and Conor Garland 
added goals for the Canucks (37-28-10). Quinn Hughes had three 
assists. Thatcher Demko made 21 saves. 

“I’m disappointed about the number of penalties we had and the way we 
took our penalties,” Coyotes head coach Andre Tourigny told reporters 
postgame. “We fed their power play a lot, we gave them the opportunity 
and they did what they had to do on their power play. That’s 
disappointing.” 

Andrew Ladd scored for the Coyotes (22-47-5), who lost their fifth 
straight. 

“The NHL to me is full of slumps,” Tourigny said. “You need to be able to 
react to slumps. If you cannot get out of slumps in the NHL, you’re in 
trouble. You will be a streaky player. 

“The NHL is not about that, it’s about being good every day. It’s about 
consistency. You cannot have an eight-out-of-10 day. The guy on the 
other side is too good. You need to make sure you’re on top of your 
game every night.” 

Karel Vejmelka stopped 16 of 22 shots before being replaced by Harri 
Sateri at the start of the third period. Sateri made four saves in relief. 

“I liked the way we played in the third period,” Tourigny said. “We showed 
more pride in the third period, and to me that’s our team. That’s the way 
we have to fight. We talked about it before the game, and we got better 
on that.” 

UP NEXT 

The Coyotes complete the Canadian road trip in Calgary against the 
Flames on Saturday night at 7 p.m. on 98.7 FM Arizona’s Sports Station. 
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Wheeler ready to roll - Winnipeg Free Press 

 

Staff Report 

7-9 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

First they beat the Ottawa Senators. Then the Montreal Canadiens. And, 
finally, Mother Nature’s wrath. 

Yes, the Winnipeg Jets, currently enjoying the comforts of Florida, are 
having a pretty decent week so far. 

“It’s nice to have some time down here, for sure, in the sun and not be in 
the blizzard at the same time,” defenceman Josh Morrissey said 
Thursday via Zoom, following his club’s practice. 

Whether they can keep the good times rolling is now the biggest 
question. With just eight games left to play, and seven points separating 
them from the final Western Conference playoff spot, the Jets pretty 
much need to run the table and get some help on the out-of-town 
scoreboard. 

Standing in their way over the next week will be four of the top teams in 
the league. The Florida Panthers on Friday. The Tampa Bay Lightning on 
Saturday. The New York Rangers on Tuesday. And the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Thursday. 

“I think the guys are just trying to embrace, you know, dodging the 
snowstorm and being in Florida, and getting ready for a big game 
(Friday),” said captain Blake Wheeler. He is set to return from an 
undisclosed injury that kept him out of the past three games. (His team 
put up a 2-0-1 record to at least retain a fighting chance down the 
stretch.) 

“The guys did a great job. Contributions from throughout the lineup. It 
was good to see a bunch of guys step up and keep us afloat,” said 
Wheeler. 

Winnipeg was supposed to host the Seattle Kraken on Wednesday, but 
that game was moved to May 1 because of the adverse weather. That 
allowed the Jets to charter south earlier than expected. 

“Yeah, it’s definitely a strange set of circumstances. Not every year do 
you have a snowstorm cancel a game. But this has been quite the year 
on a number of fronts,” said Wheeler. “So, I think the motto of this year is 
‘expect the unexpected’ and we have had to roll with the punches all year 
and just be flexible and just go with whatever situation has been thrown 
at us.” 

In addition to welcoming Wheeler back, injured forward Jansen Harkins 
could also be an option against the Panthers. However, centre Mark 
Scheifele will not be. He has remained behind in Winnipeg after suffering 
a suspected shoulder injury last Sunday following a hit from Senators 
forward Parker Kelly. 

“Scheif will not play on the trip. So, he will be day-to-day but he will not 
play on the trip,” said interim coach Dave Lowry, who called this a “critical 
weekend” for his club. 

If there’s a potential silver lining to the way this week has played out, it’s 
that the Jets avoid having to play five games over seven nights. They’ll 
have had three full days of rest, instead of one, when they play back-to-
back against the Panthers and Lightning. 
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“Obviously, the week that we had in front of us was going to be pretty 
daunting. I think when you go to the east and then back home for one 
game and then again out here, it’s a lot of travel,” said Morrissey. 
“Hopefully we can use a little bit of extra rest and practise time to be 
ready to go against, obviously, two very good teams.” 

Wheeler skated on Thursday on the top line with Pierre-Luc Dubois and 
Kyle Connor. He wasn’t willing to disclose the particulars of his ailment, 
other than to say he’s ready to contribute. 

Paul Stastny continues to centre the second line with Nikolaj Ehlers and 
Morgan Barron, who opened plenty of eyes with a goal and assist against 
the Canadiens on Monday. 

“We always have the option to move guys in and around, but he skated 
well, he complemented (Ehlers) and (Stastny). Just his decisions with the 
puck and the ability to make plays, get in and get into the net (was what 
impressed),” said Lowry. 

Adam Lowry with Mason Appleton and Zach Sanford comprises the third 
line, while Harkins would likely play with Dominic Toninato and Evgeny 
Svechnikov on the fourth line. Adam Brooks and Mikey Eyssimont, who 
made his NHL debut against the Habs, are also options. 

On the blue line, it appears Dylan Samberg will stay in on the third-
pairing with Brenden Dillon, meaning Logan Stanley will again be a 
healthy scratch. The top two pairs — Morrissey with Dylan DeMelo, and 
Neal Pionk with Nate Schmidt — remain intact. 

“Four lines that can score. Very skilled team,” Lowry said of the 
powerhouse Panthers, who lead the Eastern Conference and trial only 
Colorado for the top record in the league. “They’re getting contributions 
from everybody throughout their lineup, even with (Aaron) Ekblad being 
out. Still getting lots of offence from the back end as well. A team that’s 
never out of a game and I think if you look at a few of their past games, 
they’ve been down four goals going into a third period and finding ways 
to win, so that will be a real big challenge for us.” 

There was some more good news on Thursday, as 20-year-old Cole 
Perfetti skated for the first time in nearly two months since suffering an 
upper-body injury in a game against Seattle. Lowry said the on-ice 
session lasted just under 15 minutes. However, there is no timetable on 
when the rookie forward might be able to return, 

“That’s just part of the progression with him. He is on the trip to skate,” 
said Lowry. “That doesn’t mean he’s close to coming back. That just 
means that’s the next step, (the) next phase in his rehab.” 
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Jets' Wheeler set for return against Panthers 

 

Scott Billeck 

Publishing date:Apr 14, 2022 

 

The Winnipeg Jets’ razor-thin playoff hopes got a boost on Thursday as 
captain Blake Wheeler returned to practice. 

Wheeler was on the ice for the team’s skate for the first time since falling 
tumbling awkwardly into the end boards in Winnipeg’s 3-1 defeat to the 
Detroit Red Wings last Wednesday. 

Following practice, interim head coach Dave Lowry told reporters 
Wheeler would return to the lineup on Friday when the Jets face the 
Florida Panthers at BB&T Center. 

“There is just not a whole lot to elaborate on,” the 35-year-old said when 
probed about the nature of his upper-body ailment. “I’m feeling good and 
just looking forward to getting back out there.” 

Wheeler, who sits fourth in team scoring with 12 goals and 54 points, 
missed three games. He has missed 16 total this year, more than any 
other during his 14-year career, with a bout with COVID-19 and a 
significant knee injury putting him on the shelf on separate occasions 
earlier this season. 

“To have him back is certainly a nice boost,” Josh Morrissey said. “I 
thought he looked great in practice today. Just having him back and his 
leadership, he’s having a great year. He’s been really strong, especially 
in the last while. So to get him back now, we need our best guys and we 
need to be at our best in order to try and go on a run here and see if we 
can find a way.” 

The task for Winnipeg heading into their final road trip of the season 
remains a monumental one. 

With eight games left on the docket and a seven-point gap between 
themselves and the Dallas Stars in the final wild-card spot in the Western 
Conference, the Jets will likely have to run the table and get an 
extraordinary amount of help in the form of a Stars collapse. They also 
need to leapfrog the Vancouver Canucks and Vegas Golden Knights 
along the way. 

As of Thursday, MoneyPuck pegged Winnipeg’s chances of making the 
postseason dance at 0.4%. 

Because of inclement weather in Winnipeg, the Jets left Tuesday for 
Florida to avoid the wallopping of snow the city has received over the 
past two days. The weather forced the postponement of the team’s 
scheduled Wednesday meeting with the visiting Seattle Kraken — a 
game that has now been pushed to May 1. 

The silver lining for the Jets is it broke up a stretch of five games in seven 
nights, allowing for some rest before they play a quartet of playoff teams, 
including the Panthers, Tampa Bay Lightning, New York Rangers and 
Carolina Hurricanes over the next week. 

“Obviously, the week that we had in front of us was going to be pretty 
daunting,” Morrissey said. “I think when you go to the east and then back 
home for one game and then again out here, it’s a lot of travel. It is what 
it is. We did have to go back to Winnipeg and recoup, I guess. And then 
fly down. But certainly, five in seven is a pretty good stretch. Hopefully, 
we can use a little bit of extra rest and practice time to be ready to go 
against obviously two very good teams.” 

After Florida on Friday, the Jets will face the Lightning Saturday, before 
heading to Madison Square Garden on Tuesday and into Raleigh on 
Thursday. 

“I think the motto of this year is: ‘Expect the unexpected,’” Wheeler said. 
“And we have had to roll with the punches all year and just be flexible 
and just go with whatever situation has been thrown at us. The schedule 
makers, it was kind of an interesting week to start with. We played two 
games out east (wins against Ottawa and Montreal, respectively) and 
then to go home and then come back out east for a week-long road trip. I 
think the guys are just trying to embrace, you know, dodging the 
snowstorm and being in Florida, and getting ready for a big game (on 
Friday). 

The Jets will have to contend without Mark Scheifele, who Lowry listed 
as day-to-today on Thursday. 

Scheifele suffered an apparent shoulder injury following a hit from 
Ottawa’s Parker Kelly on Sunday. Scheifele did not make the trip to 
Florida and will not play on the trip, Lowry said. 

Meanwhile, Jansen Harkins will be a game-time decision on Friday, with 
Lowry suggesting he is likely to suit up for the game. 
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Harkins suffered a concussion in Winnipeg’s 3-2 loss to the Los Angeles 
Kings on April 2 after the  24-year-old took an elbow to the head from 
Kings forward Arthur Kaliyev. 

Also on the mend is prospect Cole Perfetti, who skated briefly on Friday 
as he continues to rehab from a setback he sustained while rehabbing a 
previous injury in the middle of February. 

“Cole skated today for probably seven to 15 minutes and that’s just part 
of the progression with him,” Lowry said. “He is on the trip to skate. That 
doesn’t mean he’s close to coming back. That just means that that’s the 
next step, next phase in his rehab.” 
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'What makes a good defensive player?': We asked players and coaches 
about the Selke Trophy criteria 

 

Shayna Goldman 

15-19 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

The criteria of what it should take to win the Selke Trophy may be the 
most fluid of all of the NHL awards. By definition, it’s “the forward who 
best excels in the defensive aspects of the game.” But in reality, it varies 
from year to year and from voter to voter.  

One interpretation can be by the letter of the award: who plays the best 
defense? That can open up another conversation on how to actually 
measure that, especially for forwards, outside of traditional metrics like 
blocks and plus/minus.  

But sometimes, especially in recent years, the interpretation emphasizes 
two-way play — whether it’s players who are legitimately strong on both 
ends of the ice, or the best perceived defensive forwards sorted by 
points.  

That gray area has made the Selke become such a tricky award, from a 
direction and analysis standpoint. So, what should be the criteria for 
being in consideration for this award and who is in contention this year? 

To build a field of players that could be in the mix, we can look at two 
perspectives: traditional versus data-driven.  

Prashanth Iyer built a model to try to predict the winner of the award, 
based on more traditional metrics and tested it against previous years. 
That model has Patrice Bergeron leading the race, along with Ryan 
O’Reilly, Elias Lindholm, last year’s winner Aleksandar Barkov, and Mika 
Zibanejad.  

The more traditional defensive metrics factored in favor of players like 
Jordan Staal and Joel Eriksson Ek. Scoring clearly is influential, though. 
Auston Matthews leads the league with 58 goals and is one shy of hitting 
the 100-point mark. Lindholm is 10th in goal scoring with 38 and ranks 
highly in points sitting at 74. Zibanejad’s just ahead of him at 75. Barkov, 
despite missing 13 games this season, has 80 points in 60 games.  

Being a high-end offensive talent is a part of the Selke Trophy criteria, 
according to the Stars’ forward Joe Pavelski.  

“I think you look at the Kopitars and Bergerons and you watch those guys 
play and that’s a pretty good description of it. They play hard, they’re 
hard to play against, and they don’t cheat the game. Just strong, good 
with the puck. Obviously, they’re high-end offensive guys as well, but 
they’re committed to both sides,” Pavelski said.  

That commitment to the other end of the ice to be influential on both 
sides of the puck is key here. That we can measure with a more 
“analytical” approach — specifically, The Athletic’s Dom Luszcyszyn’s 
model, to try to look outside of the reputation bias that can follow this 
award. Those Selke rankings were recently featured in the NHL awards 
watch column with two ice time restrictions: playing over 16 minutes per 
game and at least 15 percent of a team’s short-handed time.  

There’s some overlap between the lists, including Bergeron, O’Reilly, 
Eriksson Ek, Lindholm, and Staal. But this brings in a few more players 
for their defensive efforts, like Mikael Backlund, Brad Marchand, Marcus 
Foligno, Anthony Cirelli, and Valeri Nichushkin.  

These players stand out for their defensive efforts but aren’t offensive 
black holes either.  

“I think that (the Selke) is a tough one by the later of the description, it 
doesn’t mention anything about offense,” former NHL center and current 
analyst Dominic Moore explained. “But I’m not sure how many people 
would resonate with the award if they gave it to someone who has six 
points, like Pierre-Edouard Bellemare a few years ago. His analytics 
numbers were off the charts defensively, but he had no offense to speak 
of. So, if you give it to him, I’m sure there’s a strong argument to be 
made for that,” 

Since by definition this is the honor for the best defensive forward, that’s 
the starting point with this pool of players.  

A key to strong defensive play isn’t necessarily diving in front of shots to 
block them. Blocks can be timely, but they’re reactionary to something 
that’s already in action. So one way to measure defense is just by shot 
limitation at five-on-five. That’s where players like Bergeron, Marchand, 
and Staal stand out best. That said, every team runs a different system 
and playing style; that’s a shortcoming of simply measuring these metrics 
head-to-head without extra context. Bringing in relative to teammate 
metrics helps show the influence a skater has on their team. Still, 
Bergeron stands above the rest, and now players like Nichushkin and 
O’Reilly move up the rankings.  

Not all shots are created equally, though — a player can limit outside 
shots but bleed slot shots. Expected goals can serve as a proxy for shot 
quality to account for those differences. Bergeron continues to live up to 
his reputation with the lowest rate of expected goals against the field 
while he’s on the ice. His linemate, Marchand, follows, trailed by Foligno 
in Minnesota. But stacking up to teammates again, it’s O’Reilly back in 
the fold behind the Bruins’ leading center, and Cirelli coming in third.  

Via HockeyViz 

With Bergeron on the ice, according to HockeyViz, the Bruins’ expected 
goal limitation is 39 percent stronger than the league average. His 
isolated impact limits expected goals by nine percent more than the 
average player would in his minutes when accounting for zone starts, the 
competition faced, and coaching impact. That’s not only excellent but 
something he’s been consistently stellar in — and part of the reason he’s 
finished top-five in voting every single year since 2009-10.  

But there are more ways to evaluate defense besides shots against.  

“What makes a good defensive player?” Bruins head coach Bruce 
Cassidy asked. “Well you have to play against the other team’s top lines 
you have to be involved, I think, in penalty kill. What are the metrics to 
measure who has a good stick? I mean there’s all those analytics that 
come into play. I think they can define that better than the eye test.” 

Of the players in the field, no one is better at using their stick to separate 
players from the puck than Bergeron at five-on-five, who according to 
Sportlogiq leads these players with 5.8 stick checks per 60 across all 
three zones. It’s also a strength of Barkov, Matthews, Lindholm, and 
Eriksson Ek.  

Bergeron shines in particular in the defensive zone. Aho, on the other 
hand, is one of the best on the opposite end of the ice.  
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Between blocking shots, closing passing lanes, and holding the blue line, 
Lindholm is the best at preventing his opponents from receiving the puck 
in all three zones. But within those categories, Bergeron, Barkov, and 
Matthews are among the best players in the league at blocking passes, 
while the Leafs’ pivot and Cirelli rank highly in intercepting shots. Barkov, 
Bergeron, and O’Reilly, on the other hand, extend their teams’ offensive-
zone time with blue line holds.  

When it comes to retrieving loose pucks, Barkov, Backlund, and 
Matthews are among the best forwards in the league. But when under 
pressure, few are better are winning those contested puck battles than 
Staal, the reigning Selke winner, and Bergeron. O’Reilly and Cirelli both 
find themselves in the top 20, too.  

Which players can strip their opponents and turn play the other direction? 
Matthews, Aho, and Backlund lead the way.  

As important as stalwart defense is, though, for this award in today’s 
game, it’s clear that balancing offense is a part of the conversation.  

The Selke should be awarded to “someone who shuts down other guys 
but still contributes offensively,” Minnesota winger Marcus Foligno said. 

“Let’s just say if you don’t ever, try to play offense, then you can play 
defense really well and not give anything up if you never try to be 
aggressive offensively,” Moore explained, noting that there should be 
recognition for a player who is able to be productive and be as strong 
defensively.  

“There’s definitely the risk-reward in our sport, where you can get more 
points if you give up more the other way. And a lot of players play like 
that. You almost have this respect for the guys that are able to generate 
offense, but still not be a liability — in fact, be a strength defensively,” 
Moore added, pointing to players like Bergeron.  

The Bruins’ center is once again the prime example here, seeing as his 
team generates over 66 percent of the shots while he’s deployed and 
69.6 percent of the expected goal share when factoring in quality. That’s 
not just the best of this pool of players but leads the entire league at five-
on-five.  

Marchand, Matthews, and Lindholm all help drive play offensively too, all 
with upwards of a 60 percent expected goals rate at five-on-five. Players 
like Aho, Trocheck, and Zibanejad dip below 55 percent, while O’Reilly is 
the only player to fall below break-even.  

Matthews, and even Marchand, may not be thought of as some dynamic 
defensive forward. But in today’s NHL, just possessing the puck can be 
what stops an opponent from generating quality looks against. That’s 
why Cassidy thinks it should be a factor as well,  

“Offense, I think should matter because when you have the puck — that’s 
saying the best defense is a good offense — so, I think there should be 
some level of offense,” Cassidy said. “I don’t know know if it should go to 
the highest-scoring so-called defensive forward, but it should be part of 
the criteria as well.” 

Via HockeyViz 

So, aside from only scoring, offensive generation can be studied below 
the surface. Backlund, Eriksson Ek, Cirelli, and O’Reilly all fall below 
average relative to their teammates’ expected goal creation which is a 
strike against their chances by this criteria.  

Stars coach Rick Bowness also emphasized the importance of puck 
possession too, and “doing things with the puck so you’re not playing 
defense all the time.”  

“You have to have some skills to win the Selke. You’ve got to have some 
good offensive skills,” Bowness continued. 

But above all else, there’s a critical matchup component to being in 
contention for this award in the coach’s mind.  

“The biggest thing is being able to go head to head with the best players 
in the league, and shutting them down for the most part or quieting them 

down. You can’t shut everyone down all the time, but slowing them down 
and being factored that way,” Bowness explained.  

That’s something every single one of these players in contention does for 
their respective teams. And that’s what makes some of their two-way 
metrics all the more impressive.  

“I think a prime example is who we’re playing tonight, with (Patrice) 
Bergeron,” O’Reilly said ahead of their Tuesday matchup. “He’s a guy 
that’s the image of it (the Selke). You watch him play over the course of 
the season, still having great offensive production but being so sound 
defensively, playing against top lines and not giving up a lot.” 

O’Reilly’s right in pinpointing Bergeron as the perfect example. Take the 
Bruins’ matchup against the Lightning last Friday. In the 6:37 five-on-five 
minutes Bergeron went up against Brayden Point, and Boston went 10-2 
in shot attempts, generating about 85 percent of the expected goals 
share. That’s shutting down one of the top pivots in the league in a 
division tilt.  

Another usage benchmark is special teams — something Hurricanes 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour pointed to.     

“That’s my favorite (award) and not because I won it, but it’s the player 
that every coach wants to have because of their value. It’s like we’re 
talking about, a guy who does the penalty kill because that’s a crucial 
part of the game. He’s on the power play, on the last minute of the game 
when you’re down one or you’re up one right?” Brind’Amour said. “Those 
are the guys that are out there. Those are the Selke winners. They got to 
be able to score and they got to be able to put up points but they also 
have to play the other end.” 

That’s the deal-breaker for Matthews, who has played just four short-
handed minutes. There’s an argument to be made that he’s better served 
just playing even strength and time on the advantage. That may be true, 
but for the award that emphasizes defense, penalty-killing should be a 
part of it.   

It’s not just a matter of being deployed on the penalty kill, but actively 
improving a team’s short-handed approach.  

Trocheck, Marchand, Aho, and Lindholm all have a positive impact on 
their team’s offensive generation while down a player. That’s particularly 
impressive for the Flames’ center who starts his shifts at the faceoff dot 
about 80 percent of the time. Staal, Bergeron, and Nichushkin have the 
best impact on expected goals against, with only the latter starting the 
majority of his shifts on the fly.  

 As Brind’Amour mentioned, being trusted in the most important 
moments of the game is a staple of being a Selke contender.  

Bergeron and Marchand each see their minutes rise in close games, 
especially when their teams are tied or trailing by a goal. Both Flames’ 
centers see similar usage, although Backlund sees more of an increase 
when Calgary’s trying to defend a one-goal lead. Eriksson Ek and 
Foligno mirror that too, with the center being leaned on a bit more while 
ahead by one.  

Cirelli, on the other hand, is trusted when trailing by one, but even more 
so in ties and when his team is ahead in the score. The same holds true 
for Aho. 

Another detail that tends to be assessed is position. There’s a clear slant 
towards centers over wings on this list, and voters tends to follow that 
pattern, too.  

Valuing faceoffs can be the inspiration behind that.  

“A winger can’t control that so they’re — the Bob Gaineys of the world 
are going to be upset with me because they don’t get to take faceoffs — 
so obviously it’s, like a lot of awards, its a judgment. You have to use 
your own discretion in that area,” Cassidy noted.  

So, can the overall work a center has to do versus a winger? 
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“I heavily weighted towards centermen, because they have so much 
more responsibility defensively down low and just having to cover so 
much more ground. Wingers — it’s kind of like standard, ‘(go to) the point 
cover my guy, everything’s good,’” said the former center.  

With these criteria in mind, it’s hard to see how this isn’t a slam dunk for 
Bergeron. The pivot is no stranger to Selke votes, and in some years 
reputation does weigh heavier on that consideration. This year, he’s 
legitimately that high in the ranking whether it’s based on defense or two-
way play — and that’ll work in his favor when voting takes place.   

The questions with the award, rather, are behind the clear frontrunner. 
It’ll probably all come down to preference on how to define the award, 
and there’s a strong field of players to check either box. That’s why it 
helps to turn to the players actually in contention for the award to get a 
better understanding of what they think they’re competing for.  

“I think it’s like the best 200-foot player. I think you have to put up points 
but at the same time too, it’s like someone who’s who’s kind of out there 
that you know does a lot of like the defensive work. To me you see a lot 
of O’Reillys, the guys that are playing crucial situations penalty kill, power 
play,” Foligno said. “That to me is like the definition of the Selke.” 

Data collected prior to Wednesday night’s matchups, via Dom 
Luszczyszyn, Prashanth Iyer, Sportlogiq, Evolving-Hockey, 
AllThreeZones, and HockeyViz. This story relies on shot-based metrics; 
here are primers (part 1, part 2) on these numbers. 
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In the hockey analytics community, Corey Sznajder 'truly stands alone' 

 

Scott Powers 

14-18 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

BELVIDERE, Ill. — Corey Sznajder is attempting to mirror his laptop’s 
screen onto the larger monitor beside him to show what he does when he 
tracks hockey games, but it’s not working. 

His fiancée, Sara Garcia, working from home on this day, advises her 31-
year-old partner from across the room. She explains how he’s supposed 
to extend the screen and drag it over within the settings, but that’s not 
working either. 

He finally decides to begin working on the smaller laptop screen. It’s 
where he’s most comfortable anyway. While he likes the idea of dual 
monitors, Sznajder (pronounced “Snyder”) is very much a creature of 
habit. Tracking games requires a ton of attention to detail, multitasking 
and entering large amounts of data quickly, and it often helps if the 
person is caffeinated — Sznajder loves his coffee — and relaxed in their 
workspace. The smaller touch-screen laptop is one of those comforts. 

Sznajder pulls up an NHL game he’s already been working on: the 
Anaheim Ducks vs. the Calgary Flames. He touches the screen to get 
going. The Flames dump the puck into the offensive zone and begin 
forechecking. The Ducks retrieve the puck and begin to exit the 
defensive zone, as he notes the clean exit and which players are 
involved, then dives into a quick aside about modern coaching. 

If you don’t understand hockey, you’d probably still find it fascinating to 
watch Sznajder track games. In a way, it’s like watching a music 
conductor at work even if you don’t understand exactly what they’re 
doing. You just know you’re watching someone do something unique. 
Sznajder’s mind and hands work so quickly in unison as he watches 

games, analyzes play sequences and transfers that into data with just a 
few keystrokes. 

If you do understand hockey, Sznajder might be even more impressive. 
Sitting through as many games as he does and meticulously entering 
data — that’s worthy of respect, but it’s much more than that. Sznajder 
compiles thorough and accurate tracking data across all the NHL teams, 
and that data isn’t available elsewhere publicly. He seeks to improve his 
methods and alter his tracking to match the continuous evolution of the 
game. He downplays what he does and likes to say he’s not actually in 
hockey analytics and that he’s just a tracker, but anyone in the hockey 
analytics community will tell you his contribution to better understanding 
the game and its players is quite significant. 

“I think any motivated person with an interest in hockey can conduct a 
micro-stats tracking project. What sets Corey apart is his commitment to 
tracking every NHL team over several seasons,” said Jack Han, who is 
heavily involved in the hockey community on social media as an author, 
consultant and former AHL coach and NHL analyst. “No one in the public 
sphere has done that type of work for so long and across the entire 
league, so in that sense, he truly stands alone. 

“The thing about Corey is that I don’t even think he knows how big a deal 
that is. He’s built such a big mental database of what drives results and 
what doesn’t, that he’d be an exceptional ‘eye test’ scout as well. When 
you watch hockey in a disciplined way over a long time, you develop a 
feel for the game that’s hard to match.” 

Sznajder does possess a unique way of seeing the game. It wasn’t 
created from playing hockey or studying it in a traditional way. He 
cultivated his hockey IQ from watching and tracking more than 3,000 
NHL games over the past decade — that’s well over 10,000 hours of 
game film. 

Sznajder grew up in Annapolis, Md., and became a Washington Capitals 
fan. He began really getting into hockey around his senior year of high 
school, and that passion led to his own hockey blog, then an opportunity 
to write about the Carolina Hurricanes for another blog. While writing 
about the Hurricanes, he began tracking games at a basic level to better 
understand what he was seeing. 

“If a certain player got benched, I’d be like, ‘OK, what happened here, 
like, there has to be a reason,’” Sznajder said. “The people that run these 
teams and the players are not stupid. There’s a reason why they screw 
up, why they blow an assignment or a coach benches a player. I just 
wanted to kind of dig into the details of that.” 

As Sznajder began, he learned that Eric Tulsky, then a hockey blogger 
himself, was recruiting people to track zone entries and exits for his own 
project. Sznajder offered to help and tracked a couple of games. The 
results were eye-opening. 

“That was the first year Justin Faulk was on the (Hurricanes), he was like 
a 19-year-old, and everybody was really impressed with him with the eye 
test,” Sznajder said. “But he didn’t have like mind-blowing stats or 
anything. But when I was doing zone entry and exit tracking, he did so 
much, the puck was on his stick so much. He led so many breakouts. 
They were deferring to him. And it’s kind of crazy because this team had 
Joni Pitkänen and Tim Gleason and a bunch of veterans around that 
team, and they were deferring to this 19-year-old kid to run their breakout 
and kind of just their whole transition game. I was like, ‘that’s really 
interesting.’ You started to appreciate certain players for certain nuances 
in their games.” 

Sznajder increased his tracking workload during the 2012-13 NHL 
lockout and began focusing on entries and exits for as many games as 
he could. His blog, which he called Shutdown Line, went from being 
about the Hurricanes to being about every team. After Sznajder had a 
few hundred games tracked, Tulsky reached out to him and invited him to 
do a presentation at the MIT Sloan Sports Analytics Conference. 

“That ended up kind of putting zone-entry tracking on the map as far as 
like the hockey blogosphere is concerned,” Sznajder said. “Like, certain 
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people covering the game were interested in it, more writers started 
getting interested in that side of the game from there. A bunch of other 
people were doing it, but I just became known as like the zone-entry, 
zone-exit guy.” 

Again, Sznajder is probably not giving himself enough credit there. 

“I worked with a lot of people on that project,” said Tulsky, who is now an 
assistant general manager of the Hurricanes. “And so, I quickly became 
aware of how many different things there are to keep track of and how 
many places you might have a discrepancy between one tracker and 
another. And he’s always been extraordinary at being able to monitor a 
lot of different things about a play and track them all and do it reliably in a 
way where you can compare his results from one month to the next and 
not have differences just from perspective changing over time, and that’s 
not an easy thing. It’s very natural for your perspective on a play to 
change over time, for you to lose track of exactly how you were recording 
something and start giving a little more leniency on this aspect of it or be 
a little more picky about that aspect of it over time.” 

Speaking at that conference opened up a new world of possibility for 
Sznajder. He finally saw that he could do this for a living. 

“It just totally blew up from there,” Sznajder said. “I got so much support 
after like three or four days. Once people saw what was out there, they 
were like, ‘Oh, I’m definitely getting behind this.’” 

Sznajder was driven by that encouragement, too. He dug in and tracked 
and tracked and tracked. He’d start tracking games early and finish 
tracking them late. He wouldn’t say exactly when he’d go to sleep, but he 
described his work hours as “insane.” 

Sznajder has slowed down in recent years and created more of a work-
life balance. He met his fiancée through hockey and later moved to live 
with her in Belvidere, which is about an hour northwest of Chicago. It also 
helped that he found a non-hockey hobby in powerlifting, which gets him 
out of the house and physically active. 

In their home, Sznajder has a work area just off their kitchen and 
normally begins his tracking after some coffee in the morning. He can 
track a full game in about 1½ hours. Some of it depends on how much 
work their two dogs, Lucy and Stella, allow him to do. After three or four 
games, he usually has to step away from the computer to mentally reset. 
He can finish up to about seven games in a day. He still grinds to track 
as many games as he can during a season, but he’s living a more overall 
healthy lifestyle. 

“It’s easier now than it used to be,” Sznajder said. “It used to be just like 
I’d get so stressed if I wasn’t working. When you do that for three years, 
it’s hard. When I was like living on my own for three years, it was like 
work was my entire life. But I have more of a life now than just being the 
micro-stats tracker of hockey. 

“But I think people understand you’re just one person doing this. There’s 
some people who weren’t very understanding about that in the past, and 
I kind of let them get in my crawl, but like most people are pretty 
understanding. They don’t need every single game done. I’m the type of 
person that wants every game done, but I also know that I want enough 
to have a stable sample, just to get a picture, you know. I’m at that point 
now with a lot of teams. Especially with a team like the Flyers right now, 
it’s like I got 30 games down for them and they’re not going to change 
much the rest of the year, because that’s just how a lot of teams always 
are. It’s like they get to a point like around the 30-game mark where 
things just don’t change.” 

Sznajder may see himself as solely a micro-stats tracker, but the 
popularity of his data has grown greatly. He created his own website to 
house all of his data this past year, which helped build his following. More 
than 200 people pay to subscribe to his Patreon. He’s a lot closer to 
business stability than he’s ever been. 

Sznajder has also continued to add to the quantity and quality of his 
stats. He tracks six main categories (passing, zone entries, entry 
defense, exits/retrievals, forechecking and special teams), but there are 

so many subcategories to those larger categories, and he’s constantly 
thinking of nuances he’d like to add or subtract. For example, he’s altered 
how he tracked shooting. He began tracking whether the shot came off 
the rush or the forecheck. He also began noting whether a zone entry led 
to a scoring chance. He’s also streamlined the process to track games 
quicker. It’s all in a place now where he’s really comfortable. 

Tulsky noticed early on that Sznajder had a knack for recognizing what 
was important while tracking games. 

“One of the things that we observed early on in the project is there are 
plays that happen 100 times a game that you don’t really think about, and 
when you decide you’re going to start writing down what happens on 
each of those plays, very quickly, you realize how many details there are 
to it that you aren’t thinking about,” Tulsky said. “And you start catching 
nuance to the game that maybe your eyes are aware of, or maybe not, 
but when you start trying to write it down, you realize how many details 
there are to it, how much those nuances can matter in terms of what 
actually happens. And I think he has been really good at developing a 
palette of tools to apply to describing the play and keeping track of which 
of the lists are important and how that importance changes over time.” 

Sznajder has also uploaded player cards that give an all-in-one view of 
everything he tracks. The difference in his cards is that he doesn’t place 
a single value on a player’s offensive or defensive ability. 

“A lot of people just want something that shows them whether this player 
is good or not, and that’s fine,” Sznajder said. “The data I track doesn’t 
necessarily tell you, like, ‘this guy is good or bad.’ It tells you what he 
does on the ice to contribute, more so than whether or not he’s good or 
bad. So, that’s kind of the challenge presenting my data in a player card 
form. I could go up to like 60-something things. I can you give 60-
something data points on this player that tell you what he’s good and 
what he’s bad at. And if I just showed you that right now, it just leaves 
you with a bunch of noise. 

“Like, ‘OK, where the hell do I start here?’ So I had to condense it down 
and be, like, ‘OK, what’s important?’ It’s like, ‘OK, we know shot assists 
are good, shot contributions are good.’ But you have to know whether or 
not they’re empty-calorie shots or not, so we add scoring chances and 
scoring chance assists. It’s not expected goals because I don’t have the 
data-engineering background to do that kind of thing. So I do more 
chances, which I mean, it assigns a flat value to every scoring chance, 
which is not the best thing, but to like the casual viewer, it makes sense 
to them. … So, yeah, I just condense it down to certain points. And then 
at the end of the day, you have a player card on somebody that shows 
them what they’re good at.” 

Sznajder would like to dig even deeper into tracking and gain even more 
of an understanding of the micro-stats. He’s amazed how the Tampa Bay 
Lightning seem to plug in players who become successful regardless of 
how they were playing for previous teams. There are a lot of things like 
that, about players and teams, that catch his attention while tracking 
games, but he just doesn’t have time to really get into it. There are just 
always games for him to track. 

Sznajder uses Twitter as an outlet to share some of his observations. 
He’ll point out something interesting or even comical he saw while 
tracking. He never takes himself too seriously. 

“I feel like what I post on social media is like total nonsense at times 
because I’m dead tired,” Sznajder said. “It’s sometimes game recaps, 
sometimes it’s just random things that I see during games that I find 
funny or interesting. Like today, I was watching last night’s Calgary game 
and Hampus Lindholm had this breakout from behind the net. He deked 
out a forward and started a rush the other way. I’m like, I swear to god, 
whenever a scout sees a prospect do this, they’re going to make him an 
automatic first-round pick. I call it the Brady Skjei because he does this 
all the time. 

“So, I posted something about that, and a few other people were kind of 
chiming in saying it’s actually a bad move by the forward. I’m like, I’m just 
kind of shit-posting here, for a lack of a better term. I’m not here to flaunt 
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my hockey knowledge or anything like that. Because, quite frankly, when 
you don’t come from a hockey background or something, sometimes it 
feels like you’ve got to kind of prove yourself to show what you’re talking 
about here. But on the other hand, it’s like, I’m just a guy that started 
watching hockey in a weird, unique way.” 
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What's the most goals Auston Matthews – or anyone – can score in the 
modern NHL? 

 

James Mirtle 

8-11 minutes 14/04/2022 

 

Sixty-five goals is just an incredible number. 

When Alex Ovechkin did it 14 years ago, it felt like he was a Martian, 
someone who crash landed in the NHL from another hockey-playing 
planet. In 2007-08, we were still coming out of the Dead Puck Era, when 
50 goals was a herculean task. Fifty goals sometimes won you a Hart 
Trophy. 

In that dark decade of low-scoring seasons, only Pavel Bure came close 
to 60, with his back-to-back 58- and 59-goal years with the Panthers 
standing as the highwater mark of that era. 

So, who scores 65? While piling up five shots a game and playing that 
brash, physical style, at 6-foot-3 and 240 pounds? 

That year, Ovechkin became the first player to crack the 60-goal mark 
since Mario Lemieux in 1995-96 — and he blew right past it. It was only 
the 24th time 65 had ever happened in league history, and the first since 
scoring had shriveled to under six goals per game for a sustained stretch 
of time. 

In addition to Ovechkin and Lemieux, only 10 other players have ever 
had 65 goals: Mike Bossy, Phil Esposito, Wayne Gretzky, Brett Hull, Jari 
Kurri, Lanny McDonald, Alexander Mogilny, Bernie Nichols, Teemu 
Selanne and Steve Yzerman. 

With seven goals in the final nine games of the Maple Leafs season, 
Auston Matthews can become the 13th player to make that list — and 
only the second in the last quarter-century of hockey. 

Even if he falls short, it feels likely he will get there in the coming years. 

But is 65 the limit? 

When Ovechkin scored 65 goals, part of what made it feel otherworldly 
and unrepeatable was how he did it. 

The basic equation for producing goals in the NHL is to (a) generate 
shots on net and (b) have them beat the goaltender. Or more simply: 
shots x shooting percentage = goals. 

Part A is hard enough on its own: Few players in the league can create 
even three pucks on net a game. Part B became infinitely more difficult 
as goaltenders improved dramatically beginning in the mid-1990s thanks 
to innovations by Patrick Roy, Dominik Hasek and others. 

Save percentages went way up. Shooting percentages went down — a 
lot. 

The sweet spot for scoring a ton of goals is to both generate a lot of 
shots and have a good enough shot that you can beat the goaltender on 
more than 10 percent of them. Three shots a game over an 82-game 

season at a 12 percent shooting percentage is good for a 30-goal 
season, for example. 

Ovechkin was a freak in that he could do both at an incredibly high level. 
But what he was able to do more than anyone in league history was put 
the puck on net. 

After 17 seasons in the NHL, Ovechkin has averaged 4.76 shots per 
game, which stands as an NHL record. His career total of 6,039 sits only 
170 back of Ray Bourque for the all-time mark, another record he should 
own within the next half-season. 

That ability to generate so many shots has been a massive factor in his 
chase to catch Wayne Gretzky’s all-time goals mark. 

The pure volume of pucks on net Ovechkin creates is such an 
overwhelming advantage over most other goal scorers in recent 
decades. Since Bure, Lemieux and Hull retired at the end of the Dead 
Puck Era, no one has averaged more than 3.68 shots per game — 23 
percent less than Ovechkin — over a sustained stretch of seasons. 

Combining that shot volume with his release, which has allowed him to 
score on nearly 13 percent of those shots in his career, gave Ovechkin a 
huge lead over his contemporaries, a gap that didn’t feel like it could be 
closed by other players in the league. 

What’s changed this season? 

For the first time, Matthews is generating 4.76 shots per game — by far 
the highest mark of his career and identical to Ovechkin’s career 
average. 

Matthews’ shooting percentage, meanwhile, has averaged more than 18 
percent over the past two seasons, which is significantly higher than any 
two-season mark in Ovechkin’s career and one of the best marks for a 
top scorer in years. 

Assuming this is his new normal, Matthews’ ability to produce an 
Ovechkin level of shot volume, multiplied by a shooting percentage that 
is as much as 3 percent higher, should theoretically allow him to surpass 
65 goals relatively easily. 

Hitting 70 at some point is suddenly not out of the question. 

In fact, Matthews’ goals-per-game rate in his first six seasons is already 
outpacing what Ovechkin produced between 2005 and 2011, his first six 
seasons in the league, despite the fact there are significantly fewer 
power plays now than 15 years ago. 

The first six seasons, NHL cap era 

Another key factor to keep in mind is era. 

It has been interesting to watch the discourse online as Matthews has 
piled up 51 goals in his last 51 games, bringing back a 50 in 50 debate I 
don’t recall seeing since Cam Neely’s remarkable 50 in 49 season nearly 
30 years ago. More and more comparisons are being made between 
Matthews’ season and historic years like those of not only Ovechkin but 
also Gretzky, Hull and Lemieux in the 1980s and early 1990s. 

But Gretzky’s record of 92 goals in a season — and 50 goals in 39 
games — was set during the highest-scoring season of the modern era, 
in 1981-82. That year, there were 8.02 goals per game. Save percentage 
averaged just .873, an unfathomably low number by today’s standards. 
(This season it is .908.) 

The number of shots on goal that season was basically identical to this 
year. Goaltenders were simply far easier to beat 40 years ago. 

But if you adjust for a six-goals-per-game environment, Gretzky’s 92-goal 
season would be more the equivalent of something in the high 60s. Still 
amazing, but also somewhat close to what Ovechkin topped out at 14 
years ago. 

What adds yet another layer to this debate is the fact that scoring is up 
this year to 6.24 goals per game, the highest it has been since 1995-96. 
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It’s not close to the 1980s, but that slightly higher scoring environment 
has helped Matthews, as era-adjusted, his season currently sits tied for 
ninth in the modern era — behind both Gretzky and Ovechkin. 

Matthews, however, also appears to have more goals to give. 

He has missed five games this season — three due to offseason wrist 
surgery and two to a suspension — so a simple proration of his current 
66 goals in 77 games pace to a full 82 games would net him an 
additional four goals to hit the 70 mark. 

Factor in a slow start due to the surgery, with only seven goals in his first 
17 games, and it’s also possible he could squeeze a few more goals in 
during a year where he’s fully healthy. 

Teaming up with an elite assist machine in Mitch Marner, Matthews has 
produced 4.9 shots per game over his last 51 games. Multiply that by 
18.5 percent shooting — Matthews’ career high — over 82 games and 
you get a remarkable 74 goals. 

Perhaps that is the ceiling? 

But the other x-factor to consider here is if scoring continues to rise. If the 
NHL can get back to even 6.5 goals per game, as shooters win the battle 
versus the goalies for the first time in decades, it’s plausible that ceiling 
of 74 goals could rise by another few percentage points. 

I don’t believe we will ever see Gretzky’s 92 mark even approached 
unless radical measures like larger nets are instituted, but something in 
the mid-70s suddenly doesn’t feel outside the realm of possibility. 

Before this season, no one would have said that. Ovechkin’s 65 — 
justifiably — loomed large as the peak of goal production among his 
generation of players, with only Steven Stamkos coming close with 6o in 
2011-12. 

But there’s a new wave of players coming with new equipment and some 
different techniques… and they’re bringing back a wave of nostalgia with 
some old debates suddenly in the mix. The game is changing, in many 
ways for the better. 

It’s been great to see. And it’ll be interesting just how high the bar can be 
raised in the years to come. 
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ESPN / The NHL's most underappreciated players in 2021-22, including 
Robert Thomas, Matthew Tkachuk, Ilya Sorokin 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

Calling an NHL player "underrated" has always been a bit ridiculous. 

The moment a player is called "underrated" is the moment when his 
value is acknowledged for not having been acknowledged. Players like 
Loui Eriksson and Nicklas Backstrom were called "the most underrated 
player in hockey" for several seasons. How many years must pass before 
they are, in fact, very much rated properly? 

Please note that there's a difference between a player being underrated 
and their performance being underappreciated. For example: No one's 
going to call Colorado Avalanche right wing Mikko Rantanen 
"underrated," as the sixth-leading scorer in the NHL over the past two 
seasons. But this season, he has been underappreciated, despite playing 
on the titan of the Western Conference. 

Rantanen has scored 86 points in his first 69 games to lead the 
Avalanche in scoring. He is third in the NHL in goals scored above 
average (25.5) per Evolving Hockey. Yet we've probably read more 
stories about Mikko Koivu than we have Mikko Rantanen this season, 
and that dude retired last February! 

In this week's column, we applaud these elusive performances. We 
spotlight the overshadowed. We applaud those star performances we've 
taken for granted and elevate those on the rise. 

Here are the 12 most underappreciated players of the 2021-22 season: 

Robert Thomas, C, St. Louis Blues 

Jordan Kyrou inhaled all the "breakout season" air out of the room in St. 
Louis, leaving little for a player who not only had a hand in that level-up, 
but has experienced one of his own. 

Thomas, 22, has hovered around the team lead in points all season with 
a career-best 3.3 points per 60 minutes average through 62 games. He's 
blossomed into an elite playmaker who's second behind Johnny 
Gaudreau in primary assists per 60 at 5-on-5 (1.52). He's improving 
defensively -- his faceoff percentage, previously a liability, peaked at over 
50% this season -- but that part of his game might be the only thing 
keeping him from overtaking Ryan O'Reilly as the Blues' No. 1 center. 
Well, that and power-play time. 

My theory on why Robert Thomas is underappreciated? Because his 
name is "Robert Thomas." 

If his name was Gord McHelper, he'd be up for the Hart Trophy. But 
seriously, maybe go with "Robbie" or the Matchbox 20-adjacent "Rob" to 
garner some more buzz. 

Roope Hintz, F, Dallas Stars 

Case in point: What NHL puckhead hasn't heard of the gloriously 
monikered Roope Hintz? But how many of us realize the 25-year-old 
Finn has scored 31 goals in 70 games this season, to go along with 61 
points in that span? 

He showed he was primed for an offensive breakout in 41 games last 
season, and then broke out as a part of one of the NHL's greatest line 
pairings this season with Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski, with its 59% 
expected goals rate against other team's toughest competition. 

There's a little Kyrou/Thomas DNA in the way Robertson has 
overshadowed Hintz this season, but don't sleep on Roope. At $3.15 
million against the salary cap, he's also one of the league's best values, 
too. 

Darcy Kuemper, G, Colorado Avalanche 

Please recall how Darcy Kuemper ended up in Colorado. 

It was July 28, 2021. Philipp Grubauer, Avalanche starter for three 
seasons, leaves for the Seattle Kraken on a six-year (instantly 
regrettable!) free-agent contract, and leaves Colorado in panic mode. 
The goalie carousel had stopped. There was only one option left: 
Overpaying the Arizona Coyotes in a trade for Kuemper, who had been 
living off the afterglow from his Vezina Trophy-worthy 2018-19 season 
without replicating its results. 

Kuemper joined a new system and felt the weight of new expectations. 
His first three months with the team were underwhelming. But since Jan. 
1, he has statistically been the best goalie in the league, with a .945 
even-strength save percentage (Igor Shesterkin in that span: .937 SV%) 
and 1.01 goals saved above average per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 in 31 
games. 

Grubauer was below replacement during that stretch, as he's been all 
season. You'd figure with all the rain, the grass would be greener in 
Seattle, and yet ... 

Colorado is steam-rolling everyone offensively this season, 
overshadowing its goaltending. Leading the West by over a dozen points 
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isn't exactly a recipe for Kuemper gratefulness; although his bonkers 
overtime performance against Edmonton on "Hockey Night in Canada" 
on Saturday night might have sparked The Darcy Kuemper Appreciation 
Society. He'll undoubtedly earn more notice in the playoffs. Hopefully for 
the right reasons. 

Tage Thompson, C, Buffalo Sabres 

I hesitated putting Tage Thompson on here for the same reason I 
hesitated putting Robert Thomas on this list, as their names are 
increasingly becoming the answer to "you know who's having a good 
season that no one's talking about?" 

But the UConn product went from being a 13:52-per-game reminder of 
the Ryan O'Reilly trade's paltry returns to scoring 32 goals in 70 games 
as a 17:48-per-game top center. Full marks to coach Don Granato for 
knowing and trusting the player enough to shift him from the wing to the 
middle to unlock that potential. 

If you had told me at the time of the Jack Eichel trade that there would be 
this much positive momentum carried by the Sabres into the 2022-23 
season, I would not have believed you, but here we are. And Tage 
Thompson is a big reason for it. 

Mike Matheson, D, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Former Penguins GM Jim Rutherford was bashed for acquiring Matheson 
in 2020 because he traded away a popular player (Patric Hornqvist), 
didn't get much in salary cap savings and picked up a middling 
defenseman on an inexplicable eight-year contract. Two years later, 
Rutherford should be taking a bow from his office in Vancouver: The 
Penguins emphatically won this trade, as Matheson is making the critics 
look emphatically like idiots. 

In 66 games, he's having his best offensive season with 11 goals and 17 
assists. He leads Penguins defensemen with 2.83 expected goals per 60 
minutes (5-on-5) and has outpaced his teammates in puck possession. 
His 14.7 expected goals scored above average was best on the 
Penguins. He has played the majority of his time with Chad Ruhwedel 
and John Marino. He joins Cody Ceci and Trevor Daley in the pantheon 
of "that's just what the Penguins do" level-ups. 

Trevor Moore, LW, Los Angeles Kings 

Ask around the Kings and they'll tell you that Moore is their hidden gem 
this season. He came over with a couple of draft picks in the trade that 
sent Jack Campbell and Kyle Clifford to the Leafs in 2020. His ice time 
jumped this season and so did his production, to 2.3 points per 60 
minutes at 5-on-5 in 74 games. 

But we're listing him here for his penalty-killing prowess, as he leads the 
NHL with five short-handed goals and six short-handed points this 
season, and for being the secret sauce in a line with Phillip Danault and 
Viktor Arvidsson that has been among the NHL's best in expected goals 
percentage. 

Jamie Oleksiak, D, Seattle Kraken 

There are so many aspects of the Kraken that weren't as good as 
advertised or anticipated. Oleksiak, however, was everything they 
thought they were getting when they signed him. 

His stellar 5-on-5 defensive play for just over 19 minutes per game. His 
offensive contributions here and there. Plus, he has taken only 10 minor 
penalties this season, which is pretty good for a player in his role. 

There was a perception last summer that some of Oleksiak's impressive 
underlying numbers in Dallas were the product of playing with Miro 
Heiskanen. While there was some truth to that, there also hasn't been a 
dramatic fall-off in quality with the Kraken -- which is something you can't 
say for a number of their other inaugural season acquisitions. 

Ilya Sorokin, G. New York Islanders 

I asked one coach recently about when, exactly, he felt the Eastern 
Conference playoff field was settled. "Halloween," he said. 

Obviously that's a bit sarcastic -- heck, the Sabres were in second place 
on Oct. 31, 2021, during one of their patented early-season teases -- 
save for one fact, which is that the New York Islanders were not then nor 
are they now within a country mile of a playoff spot. 

So you'll be forgiven for not having thought much about Sorokin this 
season, especially with another New York-based Russian goalie getting 
all the tabloid back pages. (And no, we don't mean Semyon Varlamov.) 
But Sorokin has been ridiculous this season: 32.9 goals saved above 
average, adding close to six wins to the Islanders. Through Sunday, his 
.927 save percentage was second to the Rangers' Igor Shesterkin on the 
season. The Islanders went from the eighth-best defensive team in 
expected goals against at even strength last season to 22nd in 2021-22, 
and yet Sorokin's stats improved. 

Mason Marchment, LW, Florida Panthers 

One of the great "what ifs" of the Panthers' exceptional season: What if 
Marchment hadn't missed all that time to a wrist injury and the COVID-19 
protocols? The 26-year-old forward had 40 points in 47 games, including 
15 goals on a torrid 14.3 shooting percentage. He leads the Panthers 
with 18.4 goals scored above average. The Panthers have scrambled 
their lines a bit this season, but Marchment has been the glue guy on two 
of the ones that featured Sam Reinhart: one with Anton Lundell and 
another with Eetu Luostarinen. 

As we all wonder what the Panthers end up looking like in the 
postseason after scoring at will in the regular season, it's a physical 
forward like Marchment who could make a difference in the playoffs. 
Speaking of physicality ... 

Tanner Jeannot, LW, Nashville Predators 

Jeannot is not going to win the Calder Trophy. 

Usually, you can't make that kind of declarative statement about a rookie 
leading his fellow freshmen in goals, as Jeannot had 24 through 71 
games. But he doesn't skate with Auston Matthews like Michael Bunting, 
he wasn't 19 years old like Lucas Raymond was to start the season, and 
he's not trying to make every offensive play get more likes than a dog 
video on TikTok like Trevor Zegras. He's just a 24-year-old forward 
shooting 20.7% who has no issues punching opposing players in the 
face. 

Jeannot has 117 penalty minutes in those 71 games, including 13 
majors. An actual headline from The Tennessean this season: "Fighting 
Nashville Predators forward Tanner Jeannot seems like a bad idea. Why 
do opponents keep doing it?" There's a reason he has endeared himself 
to Smashville this season, as we've rarely seen this combination of 
offensive impact and outlaw behavior from a rookie. In the past 30 years, 
there have been five rookie forwards who have scored at least 40 points 
and had over 110 penalty minutes: Keith Tkachuk, Eric Lindros, Chris 
Gratton, Tanner Jeannot and -- this one's amazing -- Sidney Crosby, who 
had 110 PIMs and 102 points in 2005-06. 

Crosby lost the Calder, too. 

Jesper Bratt, LW/RW, New Jersey Devils 

Despite being such a disappointment this season, the Devils actually had 
two players in consideration for the All-Underappreciated Team. 
Defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler, who's now out for the season with an 
injury, played 20:34 per game of some of the most effective defensive 
hockey in the league this season. Dougie Hamilton has found his Jaccob 
Slavin in Jersey. 

But we have to give Bratt the nod here, whose driving of even-strength 
offensive play is elite. He has 45 assists through 68 games, and 23 
goals. One of the best young wingers in the NHL and an ideal running 
mate for Jack Hughes. 

But prepare yourself for "[insert team] should offer-sheet Jesper Bratt!" 
takes this offseason. 

Matthew Tkachuk, LW, Calgary Flames 
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As usual, we find Matthew Tkachuk in the middle of something. He's not 
having the offensive campaign that Johnny Gaudreau has had, as the 
Flames star posts his first 100-point season. He's not having the 
defensive season that teammates Elias Lindholm and Mikael Backlund 
are having, as either could be a Selke Trophy finalist without a second 
thought. 

What is Tkachuk having in 2021-22? A career year. His 4.2 points-, 2.6 
assists- and 1.6 goals-per-60 minute rates are all personal bests. He's 
going to set a new career high in goals and points. He was a plus-47 in 
72 games. He's second to Gaudreau in goals scored above average 
(20.9) on the Flames. 

Despite consistently playing against the toughest competition, Tkachuk is 
one of the best two-way players in the NHL, and his defensive prowess 
continues to grow. Where unrestricted free agent Gaudreau plays next 
season, and for how much, will dominate discussion this offseason. But 
Tkachuk is a restricted free agent with a $7 million cap hit this season. 

Something tells me his next contract is going to make Tkachuk feel, 
ahem, rather appreciated. 

Yikes. These FrankenJerseys represent the semifinal matchups in the 
NCAA men's hockey tournament, as Denver defeated Michigan and 
Minnesota State defeated Minnesota. Is this some kind of ghastly viral 
marketing to promote the Frozen Four? Or a misbegotten, and rather 
expensive, keepsake? They're really tempting fate with those all-
Minnesota monstrosities. We once heard that someone attempted to 
wear a stitched-together Boston University/Boston College 
FrankenJersey and spontaneously combusted. 

We've covered the Cross-Sport Infiltration Exemption, in which hockey 
fans can put the names and numbers of NHL players on other sports' 
jerseys, for the purposes of stealth marketing. 

Alas, there is no exemption if you reverse the polarity. This Derek Jeter 
New York Rangers jersey? Total Foul, especially because No. 2 is very 
much out of circulation for the franchise. 

After setting the single-season points record for the Minnesota Wild 
earlier this month, Kirill Kaprizov (aka Kirill The Thrill, aka Dolla Dolla 
Kirill Ya'll) is one goal away from setting the franchise record for most 
goals in a single season. Entering Thursday night, he has 42 on the 
season, tying him with Eric Staal (2017-18) and previous franchise 
offensive icon Marian Gaborik (2007-08). 

With 91 points, Kaprizov also has a chance to give the Wild their first 
100-point player in franchise history. That leaves the Columbus Blue 
Jackets, Nashville Predators, New Jersey Devils, Seattle Kraken and 
Vegas Golden Knights as the only franchises never to have a 100-point 
single-season scorer. (The Arizona Coyotes, Dallas Stars and Winnipeg 
Jets all had them in previous franchise incarnations, but not in their 
current locations.) 

The Florida Panthers had their first in Jonathan Huberdeau this season. 
The closest the Devils came to a 100-point performance was Patrik Elias 
with 96 in 2000-01; who knows how many potential 100-point players had 
their feet glued in place during the trap years? 

Anyway, after three straight games with a goal, Kaprizov settled for two 
assists against Edmonton on Tuesday night. That was despite the best 
efforts of teammate Mats Zuccarello, who was caught on camera 
attempting to shatter the concrete off his teammate's mitts during the 
game. Which is absolutely hilarious. 

I'm still wrapping my brain around the Minnesota Wild as an offensive 
pageant with buoyant personalities. I think they're one of the most 
compelling and magnetic teams in the Stanley Cup playoffs and wish 
them a long and prosperous run. Alas, they're likely going to open 
against a St. Louis Blues team that I think could win the Western 
Conference if it gets better than average goaltending from Ville Husso or 
the unlikely resurrection of Jordan Binnington as a reliable postseason 
netminder. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Venmo 

Wild forward Ryan Hartman was fined $4,250 -- the maximum allowable 
under the CBA -- for flipping the bird at Evander Kane of the Edmonton 
Oilers. As Michael Russo of The Athletic chronicled, Wild fan Allie Cook 
discovered Hartman's Venmo account and led fans to donate money to 
cover the fine. One of the contributors, according to her Instagram story: 
Anna Kane, Evander Kane's estranged wife, who screen-shotted that she 
donated $200 to the cause. 

Loser: Geno 

A retaliatory cross-check to the face of Nashville's Mark Borowiecki cost 
Pittsburgh star Evgeni Malkin a four-game suspension, as the Penguins 
are trying to hold on to the No. 3 seed in the Metro. Although given their 
luck against the Rangers this season, maybe they'd like to tempt fate as 
the wild card against Florida instead? 

Winner: Andrew Lugerner 

The Vegas Golden Knights capologist earned his paycheck this week, as 
he found the right combination of players on long-term injured reserve to 
open up enough cap space to bring Mark Stone back to active duty. 
Lugerner learned under the great Don Fishman with the Washington 
Capitals. He might as well have learned under Nik Wallenda with the 
amount of tightrope-walking he does under the Vegas cap. 

Loser: Hard salary cap 

The Golden Knights worked the hard cap system that the NHL 
established, just like the Tampa Bay Lightning and other teams have in 
recent years. Nothing wrong with that ... except for the part where I wince 
thinking about how much better -- for teams and players -- a luxury tax 
system would be for the NHL. 

Winner: Joe Sakic 

The interest in NCAA free-agent forward Ben Meyers -- Minnesota 
Gophers captain, second-team All-American, Big Ten Player of the Year, 
Hobey Baker finalist and U.S. Olympian -- reportedly included the Detroit 
Red Wings, Minnesota Wild and Philadelphia Flyers. But it was the 
Colorado Avalanche that swooped in and signed him. Kudos to Sakic 
and assistant GM Chris MacFarland for landing the deal. They're going to 
have Meyers, Alex Newhook and Bowen Byram all making less than $1 
million next season. Elite management in Denver. 

Loser: Michigan hockey 

The Wolverines were a star-studded team in the Frozen Four, seeking 
the school's first men's hockey national championship since 1998. 
Instead, they lost in the semifinals to Denver in overtime, ending the run 
for a heavy tournament favorite. Then the exodus began: Matty Beniers 
(Seattle), Owen Power (Buffalo), Kent Johnson (Columbus), Nick 
Blankenburg (Columbus), Brendan Brisson (Vegas) and Thomas 
Bordeleau (San Jose) all moved on to the next level. But hey, silver 
lining: Goalie Erik Portillo and defenseman Luke Hughes return next 
season. 

Winner: Extensions 

Dallas Eakins is a good coach who took over a team in transition. After 
Anaheim picked up his option, he now gets a chance to coach the next 
incarnation of the Ducks, post-Ryan Getzlaf and in Generation Zegras. 
He has earned it. 

Loser: Mergers 

The Professional Women's Hockey Players Association has decided not 
to get involved with the Premiere Hockey Federation in creating a single 
women's hockey league. In other news, ice remains frozen water. 

Puck headlines 
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    I feel like the NHL is going to do some really cool things in its return to 
Fenway Park for the Winter Classic next season. I also don't mind the 
matchup between Boston and Pittsburgh: The Penguins have played in 
only two Winter Classics, even if they'll tie Chicago with their sixth 
outdoor game appearance next season. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - The impact of Thursday's 
Dallas Stars-Minnesota Wild game 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Anytime the Dallas Stars and the Minnesota Wild face off, it's a reminder 
of when the North Stars relocated from Minnesota to Texas, and all of the 
anger about that decision for years to come among residents of the State 
of Hockey. Fun fact: That franchise has now played more regular-season 
games as the Dallas Stars than the Minnesota North Stars. 

In other words, there is some additional heat for the intradivisional clash 
between the two clubs Thursday night (8 p.m. ET on ESPN). And oh 
yeah, both teams also have their sights set on the 2022 Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

For the Wild, the battle continues to earn home-ice advantage in the No. 
2 vs. No. 3 matchup against the St. Louis Blues. Currently, the clubs both 
have 96 points, and the Wild have a game in hand; however, they need 
to remain ahead because St. Louis has a significant lead on the 
regulation wins counter (39 to 33). 

As for the Stars, they enter Thursday night's matchup as the West's 
second wild card, three points ahead of the Vegas Golden Knights (with 
one game in hand), and one point behind the Nashville Predators for the 
first wild-card spot. One would imagine that getting that first wild card 
carries extra weight because it means a matchup against the Calgary 
Flames and not the Colorado Avalanche in the first round; however, the 
Stars won the season series against the Avs, two games to one, so 
perhaps they wouldn't mind playing David against this year's version of 
Goliath. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Draisaitl, Smith play leading roles as Oilers continue 
dominance of Predators 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 15, 2022, 12:55 AM 

 

NASHVILLE  — It was noted thespian Denis Lemieux who asked 
rhetorically, “Who hones the Chiefs?” in the movie Slap Shot.  

In today’s National Hockey League, when they ask, “Who owns the 
Nashville Predators,” we now know the answer.  

It is Leon Draisaitl.  

The German national notched a four-goal game in his last visit here two 
years ago, and carved out a hat trick Thursday in a 4-0 Edmonton Oilers 
win over the Preds at Bridgestone Arena.  

“Sometimes you just have a team that it seems to work a little better 
against them than others,” shrugged Draisaitl, who has scored 19 times 
in 20 career games against the Preds. He now has 54 goals.  

“Even more impressive,” added goalie Mike Smith, after his first shutout 
of the season, “Is that he can do with a stick like he’s using. I think if 
anyone saw the paddle he’s using, it's like flipping pancakes with that 
thing.  

“Then he's going out and scoring 54, and he's gonna keep on truckin’.”  

When’s the last time you heard someone say, “Keep on truckin’?”  

Well, the Oilers walked through Nashville like that guy who famously 
strode above that slogan on our t-shirts back in the day, controlling this 
game from the opening faceoff right through to the final horn. A building 
that is usually raucous and fun was like a mausoleum Thursday, like the 
locals showed up at Tootsie’s country bar and found them spinning 
chamber music.  

There were about five minutes to open the third period where Nashville 
pushed — Edmonton won an offside challenge to preserve Smith’s 
shutout — but the rest of the time this was a clinic, and Dr. Draisaitl was 
the presiding surgeon.  

“Good teams, they make sure they respond right?” he said, referencing a 
5-1 beating administered two nights before by the Wild in Minnesota. “We 
are a good team, and I thought we responded really well tonight. A full 60 
minutes. Every facet of the game was checked off, really.”  

“As complete a game as you can have, and against a really good hockey 
team in their building,” said Smith. “It’s always tough to play in here.”  

Not so much for Edmonton, it seems. 

There was a time a few years back when the Oilers simply could not beat 
Nashville — in any rink — but that worm has definitely turned. This win 
ran Edmonton’s streak to 7-0-1 over the Predators, as they sweep the 
season series for the second year in a row that they have played each 
other.  

Funny, isn’t it?  

Edmonton can’t touch Minnesota this season — they’re 0-3 versus the 
Wild and the games haven’t been close. Yet, Edmonton owns the Preds, 
who are 3-0 versus Minnesota this season, beating them 6-2, 6-2 and 5-
2.  

Draisaitl opened the scoring from his office on the powerplay 8:56 into 
the game, off a sublime pass from Ryan Nugent-Hopkins. In the second 
period it was Hyman doing all the work before finding Draisaitl in the slot, 
and he picked a corner through a crowd.  

After a Darnell Nurse shorthanded goal, Draisaitl capped the night on a 
lovely give-and-go with Connor McDavid, shelving his 32nd road goal of 
the season, the first Oilers player to do that since Jari Kurri in 1985-86.  

He was picking corners on this night, finding twine behind the five-foot-11 
Juuse Saros, who never had a chance.  

“(His shot) is just deadly accurate,” said Smith. “It’s heavy and he can 
shoot it from a lot of different positions, a lot of different angles, and he 
can catch you off guard. He can thread the needle pretty well and that’s 
why he is where he is.”  

On a night where Toronto’s Auston Matthews remained stalled at 58 
goals, Draisaitl climbed to within four and moved back into second place 
in NHL scoring with 105 points.  
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And to think he is doing it with a stick from Canadian Tire. “I don’t even 
think it’s that good,” quipped Smith.  

Suddenly, with seven games to play, it’s not only Matthews who is 
shooting for 60.  

“If I can get there, it’s great,” Draisaitl said. “I’m not going to try and stop 
scoring, but I’m also not going to force this, you know? So whatever 
happens, happens.”  

Meanwhile, at age 40 Smith becomes the second oldest goalie to record 
a shutout for Edmonton, behind only Nikolai Khabibulin.  

His biggest save came at a crucial moment, very early in the third period 
with the Oilers leading 3-0. Matt Duchene put a lovely deke on Smith, but 
was robbed by a glove save. The microphones picked up Duchene 
saying, “Holy (bleep), Mike!”  

“I didn’t hear that,” said Smith. “I heard (Ryan) Johansen say, ‘You’re too 
old for that.’”  

He has certainly found his game after an injury-plagued season, going 7-
1-1 in his last nine starts.  

“It's not how you start. It’s how you finish,” said the lanky ‘tender. “It’s 
been a different season, but all you can control is your next game, and I 
feel like I’ve been really focused on that. I feel good in the net, and that’s 
all it counts.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' win over Capitals shows what they're 
capable of in playoffs 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 14, 2022, 9:42 PM 

 

TORONTO – Present these Toronto Maple Leafs with a serious regular-
season challenge, and there is a heavy chance they’ll rise to meet it. 

The Washington Capitals rolled into town to face the Maple Leafs at 
Scotiabank Arena for the first time since 2019 as a wagon on fire. 

They had won four consecutive games, knocking off the Lightning, 
Penguins, Bruins, and Flyers by a total score of 23-10. 

But right from puck drop it was evident that Toronto would bounce back 
from Tuesday’s meek effort against Buffalo, and the speedy Leafs 
scorched their rugged but sluggish visitors to the tune of 7-3. 

Imagine. Ten goals — and super snipers Alexander Ovechkin and 
Auston Matthews combined for zero. 

“They were quicker than us right from the start,” lamented Capitals coach 
Peter Laviolette. 

And right to the end. 

A committed Toronto defence prevented a high-powered Washington 
attack from registering its first shot on net until the contest was nine and 
a half minutes old, and even fighting an uphill battle, the Caps only 
directed 25 pucks the way of Jack Campbell. 

“I love seeing the boys dominate hockey games,” Campbell smiled. 

Michael Bunting snapped his career-worst 17-game goal drought on a 
passing sequence from superstar linemates Mitch Marner and Auston 

Matthews, the latter eclipsing the 100-point mark for the first time in his 
career. 

“It's certainly not about me,” Matthews said. “It's a team accomplishment, 
and obviously a big bounce back game for us against a really good 
team.” 

William Nylander missed a golden chance early but, on Throwback 
Thursday, made good on an old-school slapshot off the rush, giving the 
home side a 2-0 lead after the first period. 

A wild second frame brought forth a six-goal explosion. 

And while John Carlson and Tom Wilson — in the gutters all night long 
— scored for the Capitals, Toronto doubled up their visitors with strikes 
by Ilya Lyubushkin (his first as a Leaf), Ilya Mikheyev, plus one more 
each from Bunting and Nylander. 

The Leafs chased starter Ilya Samsonov and began to pick away at 
backup Vitek Vanecek for dessert. 

Mikheyev deked Vanecek with a third-period burst that screamed “Show 
me the money!” and left the goalie searching for his wallet. 

All seven of Toronto’s goals arrived at even strength. 

The chippy, chirpy, penalty-filled affair had much more of a postseason 
whiff about it than Tuesday’s clunker. And to reap meaningful 
contributions from so many skaters not named Matthews or Marner was 
encouraging. 

So, for the Maple Leafs to not just hang in but dictate a nice tune-up test 
is a bright sign of what they may be capable of come May. 

“The biggest priority is to move as high up in the standings as we can 
and have everyone healthy going into playoffs,” Alexander Kerfoot said. 

“But we want to be rolling. We want to be playing good, feeling good 
about our game.” 

Well, they have every right to feel that way after this one. 

Fox's Fast 5 

• Blue-chip prospect Matthew Knies met with the Leafs and informed 
management he will not be signing his entry-level contract this spring. 
Instead, the 19-year-old will return to the University of Minnesota for his 
sophomore year. Knies’ advisor, Matt Federico, assured this does not put 
the player’s future signing with the club in jeopardy. 

“We, as an organization, believe that he’d be ready to come in and play. 
We've followed very closely what he's done this season and believe that 
he'd be ready. He's going to be more ready a year from now. And 
ultimately, he makes that decision,” Keefe said. 

Knies is (a) committed to taking another run at an NCAA championship 
with the Gophers and (b) believes another season soaring as a top-line 
threat with kids his age is best for his personal development. 

“We have to respect his decision,” Keefe said. “Certainly, if he doesn't 
feel and the family doesn’t feel he's ready for this step, we have to 
respect that. And it’s probably the best thing for the player.” 

• Matthews became just the third Maple Leaf in history to reach 100 
points (Doug Gilmour and Daryl Sittler accomplished the feat twice each) 
and the first since Gilmour scored 111 in 1993-94. 

• Nylander would like a mulligan, please… 

Unprompted, Keefe sung the praises of Nylander’s two-goal showing 
post-game: “He could’ve had three or four.” 

The slick Swede hit (and passed) the 70-point mark for the first time in 
his career. 

• Asked Peter Laviolette what makes Alex Ovechkin so durable. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 15, 2022 

 

“He is a really strong human being. He's a bull,” replied the coach, 
thinking back to his Hurricanes days when Ovechkin burst on the scene. 
"I remember telling the D in Carolina: 'If you don't hit him, he's definitely 
going to hit you. 

“He still has that element to his game,” Laviolettte continued. “Sometimes 
you don't know it's coming with him. He takes strides, and he's so 
powerful with his strides that if he finishes the forecheck, he can be pretty 
physical.” 

Colin Blackwell found out the hard way: 

• The Leafs have been outscored 1-0 over their past 15 power-plays. 
There is a seed of concern. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Win over Flames a 'dream come true' for Calgary native 
Logan Thompson 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 15, 2022, 1:56 AM 

 

CALGARY -- The only thing standing between the Flames clinching a 
playoff spot Thursday was a rookie netminder from Calgary who got his 
chance to live out a dream. 

Trusted with the starting assignment in a game his Vegas Golden 
Knights needed desperately to win to keep their playoff chase rolling, 25-
year-old Logan Thompson emerged the hero in a 6-1 win over the 
Flames. 

“I think after the game, leaving the ice, it was a ‘Holy Crap’ moment,” said 
Thompson, following a 35-save performance in his first NHL appearance 
at the Saddledome, where he grew up idolizing Miikka Kiprusoff. 

“’You just won in your hometown.’ Definitely some emotions going 
through me. It’s something I’m going to remember for the rest of my life. 
Really excited and couldn’t be happier. 

“I remember playing against the Hitmen here and getting a win was 
always cool. There was a time when I never imagined I’d play against the 
Flames, so getting that win and playing in this rink is a dream come true.” 

It was a moment he admits he couldn’t have envisioned following a junior 
career with Brandon that left him without professional options. 

“After my 20-year-old year, every team basically told me to go to school,” 
said Thompson, who played the next season at Brock University in St. 
Catharines, Ont. 

“So, I think that’s kind of when the dream died and I kind of gave up for a 
bit.” 

Ironically, it was a conversation with then-Wheat Kings owner Kelly 
McCrimmon -- his current GM in Vegas -- that pointed him to U Sports. 

“After my 20-year-old year we sat down and he said, ‘LT I think you 
should go to school. If you sign an NHL contract I’ll buy you a case of 
beer.’ When I signed in the middle of COVID, I told him he owed me 
beer, so I’m still waiting on it.” 

Stepping in to save the Golden Knights’ season after Robin Lehner went 
down with an injury a month ago, Thompson and his 8-4 record have him 
in line for much more than a brick of Budweiser from McCrimmon. 

He may have saved the Golden Knights’ season. 

“I still owe him, that’s fair,” chuckled McCrimmon, who kept an eye on 
Thompson as he went from Brock to various ECHL and AHL stints. 

“LT always had obvious talent. Very athletic. In general, he has made a 
really good impression in our organization. He was really solid last year 
in Henderson (where he was AHL goalie of the year). This year he has 
been up a lot and started seven in a row. 

“I said to (fellow Golden Knights executive) George (McPhee) the other 
day when we were watching practice, ‘some guys when they get to the 
NHL they have a chance to improve.’” 

Thompson out-dueled Jacob Markstrom and Dan Vladar Thursday in a 
game that saw the former lifted after allowing four goals on 17 shots. It 
was the second straight early exit for Markstrom, adding to a narrative 
suggesting the Vezina candidate needed more rest this season. 

A debate for another day. 

The Flames did well to match the Knights’ intensity in a 1-1 first period in 
which Markstrom was sensational and the Flames were charged up by a 
Keegan Kolesar shoulder to the head of Chris Tanev that prompted the 
defender to leave briefly for observation. 

As the Flames spent time chasing Kolesar, it was all Vegas and 
Thompson from there, as has often been the case of late. 

Thompson has now gone 5-0 with a 1.59 GAA and .949 save percentage 
his last five outings, when his ninth-place club has needed him most. 

Not bad for a guy whose first NHL start on Jan. 4 was the first time a U 
Sports goalie started an NHL game in 32 years. 

So focused is the lad who grew up in McKenzie Towne that he didn’t 
even realize his win prevented his childhood team from clinching a 
playoff berth. 

“I had no idea,” smiled Thompson, whose composure is far beyond his 
14 games of NHL experience. 

“Every time I get a start I don’t want to let the team or the coaching staff 
down. Luckily things are going my way right now. This is the most 
exciting time of the year and I want to keep enjoying every minute of it.” 

The loss was Calgary’s first in six outings, which coach Darryl Sutter said 
had plenty to do with his team not being able to match the desperation of 
the Knights. 

He lamented having to pull Markstrom. 

“I don’t like doing that,” said Sutter, whose team opened the scoring on 
the power play. 

“I’ve said that always, I’m not a guy who pulls goalies. But I think tonight 
was different. The other night was trying to get some momentum out of 
our team, because it was after the second period. But tonight, it was 
more I thought the players really let him down. I didn’t want to leave him 
in there.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Miller making sure Canucks won't go down without a fight 
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VANCOUVER -- Even as the Vancouver Canucks get closer to last call, 
with everyone having fun and no one wanting the season to end, never 
has it felt more like Miller time. 

There was another big round of J.T. Miller on Thursday when the centre, 
having already built the most productive season by a Canuck since 
Daniel and Henrik Sedin were winning National Hockey League scoring 
titles a decade ago, set up five goals in a 7-1 demolition of the Arizona 
Coyotes. 

The Canucks’ fifth straight win still left them five points out of a wild-card 
playoff spot with seven games remaining. But it moved Miller to 91 
points, tied for seventh in NHL scoring, and 62 assists. In the franchise’s 
52 years, only the Sedin twins have set up more goals than Miller in any 
Vancouver season. 

What was especially impressive about Miller’s outburst is that it came on 
a line with wingers Alex Chiasson and rookie Vasily Podkolzin, who were 
healthy scratches earlier this season but are getting elevated roles now 
due to key injuries up front. 

Chiasson and Podkolzin each scored twice, finishing with authority on 
primary assists from Miller as if they were David Pastrnak and Brad 
Marchand converting passes from Patrice Bergeron. 

For context, consider that the four goals Chiasson and Podkolzin 
amassed were equal to their combined output over nearly all of February 
and March. 

With Miller, they were unstoppable on Thursday. Unfortunately, time may 
soon stop the Canucks. 

Despite their desperate surge, they’re finding it nearly impossible to close 
the gap in the playoff race because it feels like everyone ahead of them 
keeps winning. 

The Vegas Golden Knights embarrassed the Calgary Flames 6-1 on 
Thursday. The Nashville Predators were beaten 4-0 by the Edmonton 
Oilers, but the Dallas Stars still fetched a point with a 3-2 overtime loss to 
the Minnesota Wild. 

The Predators and Stars occupy the two wild card spots in the Western 
Conference, each has a game in-hand on Vancouver and their .601 
winning percentages translate to 98-point seasons. 

The Canucks would need to win their final seven games -- ending the 
regular season with 12 straight wins -- to reach that threshold. It is the 
only target number Miller cares about. 

“I try to feel like I'm never satisfied,” Miller said when asked about 
eclipsing 90 points. “I've gotten an amazing opportunity since I've been 
here. I get to play in every situation, which is something I've worked for 
my whole career. But that being said, it doesn't really mean sh-- to me if 
we don't play in the playoffs. It's great, but I'm not in this for the personal 
gain. 

“Like I tell you guys, when I'm playing well, points come and when that 
happens, we win more games. I really just want to play in the playoffs 
because when you score in the playoffs, that's what really means a lot.” 

Vancouver also is four points behind the Los Angeles Kings for the final 
playoff spot in the Pacific Division, though the Golden Knights also stand 
three points ahead of Vancouver in that race. 

As if the reality of their playoff chase were not sobering enough, Canucks 
captain Bo Horvat left the game in the second period after blocking a 
shot with his foot or ankle. Horvat, who 14 goals in his previous 17 
games, left Rogers Arena in a walking boot. 

Coach Bruce Boudreau told reporters that Horvat could have returned 
but was given the rest of the night off because the Canucks were well on 
their way to beating the awful Coyotes, who trailed 2-0 after the first 
period and 6-1 after the second. 

The Canucks do not play again until Monday’s massive home game 
against the Stars, and it’s possible winger Brock Boeser (elbow) could 
return after missing the last five games. 

The Canucks better hope the Easter break doesn’t give Podkolzin and 
Chiasson, who has an astonishing five goals and nine points during the 
winning streak, time to cool. 

“I've been getting a really good opportunity here to showcase what I can 
do, and obviously it feels like I'm being able to find my spots on the ice,” 
Chiasson said. “I think it's fair to say that (J.T.) and I get along pretty well. 
I think we we've been around for a while. We don't want to waste this 
opportunity. So I think it's just an individual basis of wanting to be better 
and wanting to help the team. He's been at the head of the bus the whole 
year and I'm just trying to help with the injuries and stuff and just do my 
job.” 

The line was put together three games ago when top-six winger Tanner 
Pearson followed Boeser out of the lineup. 

“I thought that our line could have success,” Miller said. “We all think the 
same way. We're a pretty straightforward line and when we get the puck 
in the zone, I think we have enough skill that we can score. A game like 
today, it's not going to happen very often. But (we can) at least create 
momentum and opportunities. 

“I'm just passing it to them. They're the ones putting them in the net.” 

Bumped up the lineup due to Horvat’s exit, minor-league callup Sheldon 
Dries scored his first NHL goal in more than three years. Conor Garland 
and Elias Pettersson, who led all Canucks with 22:09 of ice time, also 
scored. 

Goalie Thatcher Demko made 21 saves for his 32nd victory of the 
season. Only four Canuck goalies have won more games in a single 
campaign. But the team may need another seven wins from him. 
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TSN.CA / With parents in town, Gaudreau continues historic season 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Twelve years ago, an undersized 16-year-old hockey player from Salem 
County, N.J., was dominating a youth tournament in Boston and starting 
to get noticed by talent evaluators.  

Player agent Lewis Gross had not heard of the player, but knew one of 
his coaches at that tournament. After a game, Gross and the coach took 
a walk. 

“I still remember it like it was yesterday,” Gross recalled. “He said, 
‘There’s a kid on my team, I don’t even know if he weighs 150 pounds. 
He probably doesn’t. But if you don’t call this kid, you might be the 
dumbest guy I’ve ever met in my life.’ He said that’s all he would say, and 
the kid’s name was Johnny Gaudreau.” 

Gross followed the coach’s advice, went back to his office, and tracked 
down Gaudreau to meet with him and his family. 

“When the meeting was over, his dad said, ‘This is all well and good, it 
sounds like my son really likes you and I really like you, but Mrs. 
Gaudreau is the decision maker in this family and you need to meet with 
Mrs. Gaudreau,’” Gross laughed. 

Gross and Jane Gaudreau met, and she approved Gross to become 
Gaudreau’s family advisor as he pursued his NHL dream. Twelve years 
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later, that undersized 16-year-old kid became the first Calgary Flames 
player to score 100 points in a season since Theo Fleury in 1993. 

Jane remains the decision maker in the Gaudreau family and on 
Tuesday, she and her husband, Guy, were in town to watch Johnny play 
at the Saddledome for the first time in more than two years. Their son 
made it worth the wait, assisting on Matthew Tkachuk’s third-period goal 
versus the Seattle Kraken to hit the milestone and eclipse his previous 
career high of 99 points set in 2018-19. 

Gaudreau is now two goals shy of his career-high 36 that was also set 
three seasons ago. He is set to become an unrestricted free agent this 
summer. 

“We’re proud of him,” Guy said.  “We’re pretty realistic. He’s playing with 
some really good players…obviously we never thought he’d play in the 
NHL, but he made it this far and has overcome a lot of obstacles 
because he was small. But he stuck with it, made it, and did good.” 

The Gaudreaus and Johnny’s wife, Meredith, switched seats with one 
another during the game in a search for some luck after Johnny hadn’t 
found the scoresheet through the first two periods. 

“I said, ‘I’ll sit in [seat] 13 for the third period and take care of it,’” Guy 
said. “That took care of everything…but I think it was more [Darryl] Sutter 
must have got after them between the second and third [periods].” 

Gaudreau’s game has grown in leaps and bounds under Sutter.  

He’s no longer just a skilled offensive player who scores off the rush. 
Gaudreau frequently makes strong defensive reads in the neutral zone 
and drives the net. Often, it’s Gaudreau who Sutter trusts in the last 
minute of a game when the team is protecting a one-goal lead. On more 
than one occasion, the coach has called him the team’s best checker.  

“It’s not just always about goals and assists,” Sutter said. “You’ve gotta 
play the whole game…if you have great hockey IQ and checking is about 
having a good stick if you’re not 200 pounds, and you position yourself 
well, then why can’t you? He’s done that and he’s grabbed that and that’s 
how he has played.” 

The driving force behind Gaudreau’s evolution has been a genuine love 
of the sport and an intense competitiveness. He hates to lose, and will do 
almost anything - including flaunting the rules - to emerge victorious. 

“From day one, he would cheat to win and do anything to win,” Guy said. 
“He had to win…even now, he hates losing.” 

One time, Flames management was visiting Gaudreau, who was then 
playing at Boston College, in New Jersey. Former Flames general 
manager Jay Feaster and current assistant general manager Craig 
Conroy wanted to chat, but he had other ideas. 

“John’s buddies were skating and I have to tell you the truth, I think John 
was more focused on wanting to get on the ice than he was to be in that 
meeting,” Gross said. 

"He's always loved the game and just wanted to play," Guy said. "He 
would never miss practices…kids sometimes will miss practices and say, 
'I don't feel like going today.' Never, ever did that happen with Johnny. 
He'd make extra practices, just because he loved it so much." 

That skill, devotion to the sport, and competitiveness are on full display 
for hockey fans every night at the Saddledome - and, hopefully for 
Flames fans, a lengthy playoff run. 

“This is what he is," Gross said, "just a tremendous hockey player.” 
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TSN.CA / Matthews appreciates passion from 'automatic' Ovechkin 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Even as a kid Auston Matthews admired the goal-scoring prowess of 
Alex Ovechkin.  

"I went yellow laces for a little bit," the 24-year-old revealed with a smile. 
"The yellow laces have been a pretty big staple of his, so I remember 
doing that for a couple years." 

Matthews and Ovechkin will go head-to-head for the 12th time in their 
NHL careers on Thursday. The Capitals winger has outscored the Leafs 
centre 8-5 in the previous encounters.  

"It seems like it's just automatic for him, to be honest," Matthews 
marvelled. "Every season he's up there. He knows how to score, and his 
shot is probably the best in the game. He's able to sit on that spot and 
you know it's coming, and you still can't stop it. What he's been able to do 
year after year is impressive and a testament to him and his ability." 

Ovechkin, 36, has scored in four straight games and is now just four 
goals away from the ninth 50-goal season in his career, which would tie 
Wayne Gretzky and Mike Bossy for the most ever. Ovechkin would also 
be the first player to reach the 50-goal mark at age of 36 or older. 

"What he's been able to do this year is pretty spectacular," Matthews 
said. "He's been doing it his whole career, so it's fun to watch. It's fun to 
go up against a guy like him." 

Matthews reached 50 goals for the first time on March 31 and is now just 
two goals away from 60. Only Ovechkin (65 in 2007-08) and Tampa 
Bay's Steven Stamkos (60 in 2011-12) have reached that milestone in 
the salary-cap era (since 2005-06). 

"Ovechkin's as dangerous a shooter – maybe, off the pass, that the 
game's ever seen," observed Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. "Auston 
doesn't score as frequently on that type of shot, but scores in different 
ways. So, there's differences in their game for sure, but the results seem 
to be quite similar." 

"They're both bigger guys that really enjoy scoring goals and trying to get 
to areas to create an advantage," noted Capitals defenceman John 
Carlson. "They're versatile. They can score off the rush. They go to the 
front of the net and bang home rebounds, tips, that sort of thing. They 
can beat guys one-on-one, and both have just incredible shots." 

The biggest similarity?  

"They both shoot it in the net a lot," Keefe quipped. "I mean, there's that. 
They're obviously both passionate about scoring goals. Love to score, 
clearly." 

Matthews gave up the yellow laces long ago, but the one element of 
Ovechkin's game that he has looked to mimic as a professional is the 
emotional investment.  

"He's so passionate," Matthews said. "Something that always jumped out 
to me from him is his fire and passion for scoring goals, for winning, and 
just competing out there." 

Capitals coach Peter Laviolette thinks that's why Ovechkin has been able 
to produce at such a high rate consistently.  

"Loves the game," Laviolette said. "Wants to be on the ice. Wants to 
make a difference. Wants to create and generate and it shows in how he 
plays the game, and you can see it in his emotion when he scores. He 
loves to do what he does." 

Matthews appreciates 'automatic' Ovechkin; wore yellow laces as a kid 

Ahead of their marquee matchup tonight, Auston Matthews praises Alex 
Ovechkin's longevity as an elite NHL sniper, and explains that he went 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 15, 2022 

 

with yellow laces for a few years when he was growing up to emulate the 
Capitals superstar. 

While Matthews has upped his physical game in recent years, he doesn't 
throw the big hit like Ovechkin.  

"I remember telling the D in Carolina, 'If you don't hit him, he's definitely 
going to hit you,'" recalled Laviolette, who won a Stanley Cup behind the 
Hurricanes bench in 2006. "He still has that element to his game ... 
Sometimes you don't know it's coming with him. He takes strides and 
he's so powerful with his strides that if he finishes the forecheck he can 
be pretty physical ... He is a really strong human being. He's a bull." 

Ovechkin loves making his presence felt on the ice and sure seems to 
enjoy playing in the centre of the hockey universe. Ovechkin has hit the 
scoresheet in 21 of 25 career games in Toronto (24 goals, 11 assists) 
with an active eight-game point streak at Scotiabank Arena.  

"Big-time moments are for big-time players and Alex seems to do well in 
those situations," said Laviolette.  

In his most recent road game against the Leafs on Oct. 29, 2019, 
Ovechkin scored two goals, including the overtime winner, on 10 shots. 

Among active players, Ovechkin ranks first in goals (41) and points (74) 
against the Leafs. Ovechkin's 0.80 goals per game rate against the Leafs 
is the highest rate he has against any Eastern Conference team.  

'Bull' Ovechkin always seems to get up for games in Toronto 

Peter Laviolette and John Carlson discuss Alex Ovechkin's longevity 
among the best goal-scorers in the NHL, what it feels to see him rewrite 
the record book on seemingly a nightly basis, and why the Capitals 
superstar always seems to get up for games in Toronto. 

Jake Muzzin will return to the Leafs lineup on Thursday playing alongside 
T.J. Brodie. Justin Holl will be a healthy scratch.  

"The way we look at it is we have the four left-handed shots [Morgan 
Rielly, Brodie, Mark Giordano and Muzzin] that we think are real staples 
for us on the back end," Keefe said. "That leaves two available spots." 

Ilya Lyubushkin will play alongside Rielly on Thursday while Timothy 
Liljegren slots in beside Giordano. 

Holl has averaged 20:21 of ice time per game this season, which is fourth 
among Toronto's blueliners. He is second on the team in shorthanded ice 
time (2:32 per game).  

"He's played on a penalty kill that has been vastly improved this season," 
said Keefe. "He brings great value to us there. Yet, you look at what 
Lyubushkin's brought and his physicality and the way that he kills plays 
and how great he is defensively and Liljegren, the steps he's taken and 
really rounding out his game, so it's a good problem to have as a coach."  

Liljegren, 22, scored on Tuesday and, despite his rookie status, seems to 
have built up some trust with the coaching staff.  

"Timmy was awesome," Rielly raved on Tuesday night. "He played really, 
really well. When he's confident and moving the puck and skating he's 
extremely good and it's not hard to see the potential and upside. He's 
trying to carve out a role for himself and he's doing a great job." 

Liljegren has produced 17 points in his past 33 games dating back to 
mid-January, which ranks behind only Rielly among Leaf defencemen.  

"He's got that in him," winger Alex Kerfoot said. "You guys have seen it 
with the Marlies and going back to his days in Sweden ... he's gotten 
more comfortable and he's starting to play more, so that's coming out of 
him and he's really playing his game now. You can see how good he is 
on the offensive side of the puck. He makes plays. Skates well. Reads 
the play well. When he's feeling it, he's going to be a really good player." 

There's also a competition going on for fourth-line spots. Kyle Clifford and 
Wayne Simmonds will draw in on Thursday replacing Nick Abruzzese 
and Jason Spezza.  

"Clifford's done really well with the speed and physicality he brings," said 
Keefe. "Simmer, really, since he's started to come in and out of the 
lineup, he's starting to solidify what it is we want to see from him. The 
identity on that line, certainly on the wings, is energy, physicality, 
presence and taking advantage of the minutes they get. That's what I'm 
looking for, really, from that line no matter who's in at this point." 

Colin Blackwell will be the centre on the fourth line. Despite the winger 
rotation, Blackwell has done a good job settling in since being acquired 
from Seattle alongside Giordano at the trade deadline.  

"I don't know if he's played with the same linemates two games in a row 
here yet, so that's obviously on me," said Keefe. "I've used him on wing 
and now he's evolved into being centre there for us, which isn't 
necessarily why we acquired him, but he has played centre a lot through 
his life and is comfortable there. His versatility is something we talked 
about when we got him, and he's shown that for us."  

After dressing as the backup goalie in the past two games, Jack 
Campbell will start on Thursday. He wasn't feeling 100 per cent after 
playing in four games over six days during the recent road trip.  

"He hadn't played in a while and then he played a lot, more than we 
expected, on that road trip," Keefe said. "With goalies you're managing 
them every day, because it's such a taxing position to play on the body ... 
Goalies go through a pretty strict regimen in terms of maintaining 
themselves and we'll have to continue that with Jack, but he's ready to go 
tonight."  
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