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Hurricanes’ Frederik Andersen, Jordan Staal injured in ugly loss to Avalanche 

By Justin Pelletier 

The Hurricanes lost a game Saturday night, but they 
potentially lost a whole lot more than that. 

Stalwart starting goalie Frederik Andersen, whose 35 wins 
this season are among the best in the NHL, and Hurricanes 
captain Jordan Staal left the team’s road game at the 
Colorado Avalanche on Saturday night, adding injuries to the 
insult already on the scoreboard. 

J.T. Compher and Nathan MacKinnon had a pair of goals 
each for the Avalanche, who led by as many as four and 
never let the Hurricanes back within two after that, in a 7-4 
win at Ball Arena. 

In a game featuring two of the league’s best goaltenders, it 
was offense that ruled the night in Colorado, the teams 
combining for 11 goals on a pair of goalies with sparking 
records this season. 

But the injuries — and the potential ramifications for the 
Hurricanes heading into the playoffs — were the real story. 

“We obviously didn’t like the result,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the game, “then we had a couple of 
guys get hurt, that’s our major concern. Just not a good night 
for us, that’s for sure.” 

Andersen, Staal Injured 

Andersen appeared to tweak his left leg on a sequence 
midway through the third, and he stumbled backward into the 
net making an awkward save. As he tried to get up, he did a 
pushup-like exercise, shook out his left leg, and resumed his 
goalie stance. 

Later in the period, another shot came in from distance, and 
the keeper flashed his right pad. His left leg dragged 
awkwardly, and he immediately grimaced in pain. 

After a brief chat with the team’s training staff, during which 
he repeatedly flexed his left knee, he was helped off the ice, 
putting no weight on his left leg. 

Antti Raanta played out the final minutes of the game. 

That sequence came only minutes after Staal, the team’s 
catalyst for the past two weeks, also left the ice injured. 

With the Canes trying furiously to come back in the third, 
Staal, who already had two goals in the second period, and 
whose line was a spark plug all night — and has been for the 
past month or more — skated slowly off the ice and 
subsequently walked slowly down the hallway behind the 
Hurricanes bench and to the locker room. 

The reason: As he went to dump and chase the puck along 
the left wall near the faceoff circle in the Avs zone, Cale 
Makar stepped into the Canes captain with his shoulder 
square to Staal’s upper chest. The jolt stopped Staal in his 

tracks, his head bobbing forward briefly before his whole 
body crumbled to the ice. 

He landed on his backside, and his head never hit the ice, 
but he was nonetheless stunned. He skated on his own 
power to the defensemen’s door at the Canes’ bench and 
made his way back to the team’s locker room. 

Brind’Amour didn’t have an immediate update on the injured 
players after the game, but he didn’t sound optimistic. 

“No, we don’t (have an update),” Brind’Amour said, “but it 
doesn’t look good. Like you say, it’s a tough night.” 

Tough Opening Act 

Another slow start — something that has intermittently 
plagued the Canes for the past month — afforded the 
Avalanche a two-goal lead after 20 minutes, a lead that 
ballooned to four in the early minutes of the second. 
Frustrated, Brind’Amour burned his timeout to settle the team 
down, but he said very little, instead letting the players stew 
over the situation, and rest. Staal had a few words for the 
rest of the team, and Brind’Amour chimed in near the end of 
the break. 

Staal then put the puck where his mouth was, potting a pair 
of goals to give the Canes life. 

“They’ve been our best line all year,” Brind’Amour said. 
“They do it right, shift after shift. They’re big, so they can kind 
of control things, especially in games where it gets tight, their 
game doesn’t change.” 

But while the teams combined for another five goals in the 
second half of the game, the Avs made sure they maintained 
their advantage. 

Still, Brind’Amour said, it was the kind of game he said he’d 
expect against a team like the Avalanche. 

“They have good players, they have some good one-on-one 
battles they won, got pucks to the net,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
don’t know that it was a total gong show for us, but it was just 
... 

“They have good players, they have some good one-on-one 
battles they won, got pucks to the net,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
don’t know that it was a total gong show for us, but it was just 
... 

Special Teams Report 

The Canes power play, which was flying and among the top 
four in the NHL for much of the first half of the season, went 
cold when power play quarterback Tony DeAngelo had to 
miss time with an injury. He’s since returned, but the team’s 
mojo with an extra skater has only shown flashes of its 
former self. 

Saturday, the Canes snagged one power play goal on three 
chances, one of which was abbreviated by a penalty of their 
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own. During the first power play of the night, on which the 
Canes did not score, they controlled the tempo and saw 
several solid scoring chances. 

DeAngelo had to miss time with an injury. He’s since 
returned, but the team’s mojo with an extra skater has only 
shown flashes of its former self. Saturday, the Canes 
snagged one power play goal on three chances, one of 
which was abbreviated by a penalty of their own. During the 
first power play of the night, on which the Canes did not 
score, they controlled the tempo and saw several solid 
scoring chances. The Canes’ vaunted penalty kill, still the 
best in the NHL at 88.6 percent prior to Saturday, has been a 
bit off kilter of late. It was for a while this season floating 
above a 90 percent clip. 

Saturday, the unit struggled again, allowing two goals on five 
Colorado power plays. 

“Our power play was good,” Brind’Amour said. “So that’s a 
little bit of a bright spot in that game. But our penalty kill was 
no good. That was really the difference in the game. You 
give up two power play goals that put us behind. We were 
too sloppy, gave up too many good chances. That team’s too 
good to play that way.” 

Goaltenders Spotlight 

One of the main talking points headed into Saturday’s 
showdown between Colorado and Carolina was the 
goaltending duel. Andersen and Darcy Kuemper have both 
at times this season been mentioned as possible Vezina 
Trophy candidates, and there’s no doubt why. 

Andersen has been the backbone of the Canes’ success this 
year and has teamed with Raanta to post the lowest team 
goals against average in the league. His personal GAA was 
at 2.07 before Saturday’s game, with a sparkling save 
percentage of .926 to go with a 35-13-3 record. Andersen 
also has four shutouts. 

On the other side, Kuemper has been outstanding this 
season, as well, posting a 35-9-3 mark prior to Saturday with 
a 2.38 GAA, a .926 save percentage and five shutouts. 

Saturday, though, the offenses stole the show, with the Avs 
and Canes combining for 11 goals on 70 shots, a combined 
save percentage of .840. 

“It was just one of those nights, everything was going in,” 
Brind’Amour said.

 

 

 

Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen helped off ice, will undergo MRI 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Frederik Andersen will undergo 
an MRI after exiting Saturday's loss to the Colorado 
Avalanche with an apparent lower-body injury, The Athletic's 
Pierre LeBrun reported Sunday. Andersen went down after 
making a save and required assistance when leaving the ice. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour provided no update on 
Andersen's injury status after the game. 

The injury happened in the third period. After making the 
stop, Andersen lost his footing, appearing to tweak his leg as 
he went down. 

Andersen, 32, is 35-14-3 this season, with a 2.17 goals-
against average and .922 save percentage. He's played in 
52 games this season. 

Andersen wasn't the only Hurricanes player to leave the 
game and not return. Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal exited 
after taking a hard hit from Avalanche defenseman Cale 
Makar. 

The Hurricanes lost 7-4 to the Avalanche. Carolina is 48-20-
8, first in the Metropolitan Division with six regular-season 
games left.
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Hurricanes lose Staal, Andersen to injury in 7-4 loss in Colorado 

Carolina has six games remaining and is tied with the 
Rangers for first in the Metropolitan Division 

By Cory Lavalette 

DENVER — The Colorado Avalanche got revenge, two 
points and clinched the top seed in the Western Conference 
with their 7-4 win over Carolina Saturday. 

The Hurricanes got a whole lot of uncertainty about their 
season going forward. 

J.T. Compher and Nathan MacKinnon each scored twice, 
Ben Meyers added a goal in his NHL debut in Colorado’s 
win, and Darcy Kuemper stopped 29 shots to help Colorado 
run its winning streak to nine straight and avenge an earlier 
loss to the Hurricanes. 

Jordan Staal scored twice before leaving the game after a 
big hit by Avs defenseman Cale Makar while goalie Frederik 
Andersen had to be helped off the ice in the third period with 
an injury. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the game that 
he didn’t have an update on the status of either player 
following the game. 

“It’s a tough night,” he said. 

Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho each added goals. 
Carolina trailed 4-0 early in the second period before cutting 
it to 5-3 heading into the third period. They could be doing it 
without two key pieces. 

“We have a little adversity right now,” Aho said. “We’ll see 
what we are about right now. It hasn’t gone our way lately 
and a couple very big players go down for us tonight.  These 
are the moments that a team has to come together and 
come back even stronger, and I’m 100% confident that’s 
exactly what’s going to happen right now. We’ll be a better 
team than ever.” 

The Hurricanes remain in a tight race with the New York 
Rangers for the Metropolitan Division title. The Rangers beat 
Detroit earlier in the day. Both the Rangers and Hurricanes 
now have 104 points with six games remaining, including a 
matchup against each other at New York on April 26.
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Recap: Canes Drop Wild One In Colorado, 7-4 

Carolina loses Andersen and Staal due to injury on the way 
to defeat 

By Walt Ruff 

DENVER, CO. - The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a 7-4 
defeat to the Colorado Avalanche Saturday, while also losing 
two key players to injury on the way.  

Three Things: 

1) On The Game... 

The Canes came out of the gate strong, quickly dictating the 
pace of play and taking a 5-0 shots advantage. They also got 
the game's first power play of the night, but after a penalty of 
their own washed away some of the time, the Avs then 
struck on their side of the man advantage to claim the 
game's first lead on their first shot of the night. 

From there things went downhill for Carolina, eventually 
falling behind 4-0 after just 22:41 of play. 

Rod Brind'Amour took his timeout and the Canes seemed to 
gain a little bit of life after it, getting two goals from Jordan 
Staal to make it a 4-2 game. The teams traded goals over 
the remainder of the frame but two goals was as close as 
Carolina would get the rest of the way, eventually reaching a 
final score of 7-4. 

2) On The Injuries... 

Both Jordan Staal and Frederik Andersen left the game with 
injuries during the final 20 minutes. 

Staal left the ice visibly hurt after being hit by Cale Makar 
amid a rush into the Colorado end. Then, just minutes later, 
Andersen left the game after a shot from Ben Meyers left him 
down on the ice in discomfort. 

Andersen needed the assistance of both Head Athletic 
Trainer Doug Bennett and Jesperi Kotkaniemi to leave the 
ice. 

Because both injuries happened late in the game, no 
updates were available immediately post-game. 

3) If There's A Positive... 

The Canes entered tonight's contest 0-for-17 during the 
month of April on the power play. 

Thanks to Andrei Svechnikov in the third period, the 0-for no 
longer exists. The marker was the 30th of the season for the 
22-year-old, etching the first time in his career he's reached 
that number. 

They Said It: 

Sebastian Aho's opening remarks after the defeat... 

"We gave up too much to them. They're a good team, they're 
highly skilled and fast. We're not happy with the way we 
played." 

Aho continuing on what the emotions of the locker room 
were like post-game... 

"It's never fun to watch your leaders go down. We're facing 
some adversity right now. What are we about? Things 
haven't gone our way lately and a couple very big players go 
down for us tonight. These are the moments that our team 
has to come together. We'll come back stronger and I'm 
100% confident that's what will happen." 

Rod Brind'Amour offering thoughts on the special teams... 

"Our power play was good. So there's a bright spot, but our 
penalty kill was no good. That was the difference in the 
game. They got their power play goals that put us behind. 
We were too sloppy, we gave up too many good chances 
and that team is way too good to play like that against." 

What's Next?: 

The team flies to Phoenix post-game ahead of a Monday 
meeting with the Arizona Coyotes. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Tonight was Jordan Staal's third multi-goal game in 
his last six contests. He now has eight goals in total 
during that span. 

 Antti Raanta entered in relief of Andersen with 4:31 
remaining in regulation after the injury. 

 The Canes now move to 48-20-8 with the defeat.
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Avalanche defeat Hurricanes, clinch top seed in West 

Meyers scores in NHL debut; Andersen leaves with injury in 
third period for Carolina 

By Ryan Boulding 

DENVER -- Ben Meyers scored in his NHL debut, and the 
Colorado Avalanche clinched the top seed in the Western 
Conference with a 7-4 win against the Carolina Hurricanes at 
Ball Arena on Saturday. 

A finalist for the 2022 Hobey Baker Award as the top men's 
player in NCAA ice hockey, Meyers signed with Colorado as 
a free agent on Wednesday after completing his junior 
season at the University of Minnesota. 

Meyers made it 4-0 at 2:21 of the second period when he 
cleaned up a loose puck in the slot with his backhand. He 
had two shots on goal in 9:30 of ice time. 

"I kind of just blanked out," Meyers said of his goal. "Wasn't 
thinking much, but it was a pretty special moment. Great 
plays by my linemates (Logan O'Connor and Andrew 
Cogliano) to take it to the net, and I was just fortunate to get 
the rebound there." 

J.T. Compher and Nathan MacKinnon each scored two 
goals, Mikko Rantanen had a goal and two assists, and 
Darcy Kuemper made 29 saves for the Avalanche (55-14-6), 
who have won nine straight. 

Colorado also clinched the Central Division title on Saturday 
and is four points ahead of the Florida Panthers for the 
Presidents' Trophy, given to the NHL team with the most 
regular-season points. 

"Obviously, really happy to get the top seed in our division," 
Colorado coach Jared Bednar said. "It gives us home ice for 
a round or two. And then the overall race, like I've said 
before, it's not the be-all-end-all, but it's something that we 
had as a goal from the start of the season, to put ourselves 
in the best position to succeed." 

Jordan Staal had two goals, and Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov each scored for the Hurricanes (48-20-8), who 
are tied with the New York Rangers for first in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

"Let's be honest, they've got good players," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I don't know that it was a total gong 
show for us, but it was just, we gave up too much early, [and] 
then we fought back. We always do. But like I said, you can't 
spot a team that many goals and expect to have success." 

Frederik Andersen allowed seven goals on 33 shots before 
leaving with an undisclosed injury in the third period. He was 
replaced by Antti Raanta, who made four saves. 

Staal also left in the third period after taking a hit from 
Colorado defenseman Cale Makar. Brind'Amour did not have 
an update on either player postgame. 

"It's never fun to watch your teammates go down," Aho said. 
"We're facing some adversity right now [and] we'll see what 
are we about right now. Things haven't gone our way lately 
and a couple very big players go down for us tonight. These 
are the moments that our team has to come together. We'll 
come back stronger and I'm 100 percent confident that's 
what will happen." 

Compher gave Colorado a 1-0 lead at 6:58 of the first period 
on the power play. 

MacKinnon extended it to 2-0 at 10:48, knocking in a 
rebound, and Compher made it 3-0 at 1:56 of the second 
period when he scored backdoor off a pass from Andre 
Burakovsky on the power play. 

"Our power play was good, so there's a bright spot, but our 
penalty kill was no good. That was the difference in the 
game," Brind'Amour said. "We gave up two power-play 
goals. It kind of put us behind, but we were too sloppy and 
gave up too many good chances, and that team's too good 
to play that way." 

Staal cut the lead to 4-1 at 3:02 when Brady Skjei's point 
shot went in off his body before making it 4-2 at 8:44 by 
tipping in a Nino Niederreiter shot from the blue line. 

Alex Newhook pushed it to 5-2 at 11:17 by knocking in his 
own rebound. 

Aho cut it to 5-3 at 13:33, scoring on a rebound seconds 
after Kuemper made a sprawling save on Jordan Martinook, 
but Rantanen extended the lead to 6-3 at 4:08 of the third 
period when he roofed a backhand. 

Svechnikov closed the gap to 6-4 with a power-play goal at 
6:28. 

"I think we could have been a little bit better defensively, but 
we did a good job of staying calm throughout the game," 
Compher said. "They made a push. They're a good team. 
They didn't give up, and we managed to stay calm and come 
out with a victory." 

MacKinnon scored for the 7-4 final at 11:43 when he spun 
around, sent the puck toward the front of the net and had it 
go in off Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

NOTES: Staal has scored eight goals in his past six games. 
… Kuemper has won six starts in a row and is 6-0-1 in his 
past seven starts. … MacKinnon has scored 31 goals this 
season and has reached the 30-goal mark for the fourth time 
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in his career. He is third on the franchise list for most 30-goal 
seasons behind Joe Sakic (six) and Milan Hejduk (five). … 
Colorado defenseman Jack Johnson had one shot on goal 
and two hits in 16:01 of ice time after missing two games as 
a healthy scratch. … Avalanche forward Valeri Nichushkin 
had two assists to extend his point streak to four games (six 

points; two goals, four assists). … Compher has tied his 
career high in goals (16), previously set in 2018-19. … 
Burakovsky had two assists and has scored 11 points (four 
goals, seven assists) in his past eight games. … MacKinnon 
has scored 14 points (nine goals, five assists) in his past 
seven games.

 

 

 

Avalanche beat Hurricanes 7-4, wrap up top seed in West 

By Pat Graham 

DENVER (AP) — Ben Meyers just joined the Colorado 
Avalanche and really doesn’t know the system, his 
teammates, his role or even where to go. 

Near the net is always a good place to hang out with this 
squad. 

Meyers chipped in a goal down low in his NHL debut and the 
Avalanche clinched the top seed in the Western Conference 
with a 7-4 win over the Carolina Hurricanes on Saturday 
night. 

“A pretty special moment,” said Meyers, who had his 
parents, brother and other family members in attendance. 

It’s been a whirlwind several days for Meyers, who captained 
the University of Minnesota to the Frozen Four, before 
signing a two-year deal with Colorado on Wednesday.  

“It’s fun out there,” Meyers said in an interview during the 
first-period intermission. 

The “fun” only increased 2:21 into the second period when 
Meyers knocked in a goal. He became the eighth Avalanche 
player to score in their NHL debut since the team relocated 
to Denver. 

“It’s funny because Coach gives the game plan and stuff but 
when the puck drops, it seems to all go away and you hope 
you pick up on things,” Meyers explained. “But it’s really hard 
in that moment when you’re in front of, I don’t even know 
how many fans were there tonight, but a lot of fans.” 

J.T. Compher and Nathan MacKinnon each scored twice, 
while Alex Newhook and Mikko Rantanen also scored to help 
Colorado run its winning streak to nine straight. Darcy 
Kuemper stopped 29 shots. 

The Avalanche have amassed an NHL-best 116 points this 
season as they work their way toward securing a second 
straight Presidents’ Trophy. They’re two away from tying the 
2000-01 Stanley Cup squad for most points during a season 
in club history.  

“The overall race, like I’ve said before, it’s not the be-all, end-
all, but it’s something that we had as a goal from the start of 
the season — to put ourselves in the best position to 

succeed,” Colorado coach Jared Bednar said. “Lot of hockey 
yet to be played, but I like the way our guys are digging in.” 

Jordan Staal scored twice before leaving the game with an 
injury, and Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho each 
added goals. Carolina trailed 4-0 early in the second period 
before cutting it to 5-3 heading into the third period.  

The Hurricanes remain in a tight race with the New York 
Rangers for the Metropolitan Division title. The Rangers beat 
Detroit earlier in the day. Both the Rangers and Hurricanes 
now have 104 points with six games remaining, including a 
matchup against each other at New York on April 26.  

Frederik Andersen stopped 26 shots before being hurt and 
giving way to Antti Raanta late in the third. Staal left in the 
third period after a hard check from Avalanche defenseman 
Cale Makar. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had no injury updates. 

“It doesn’t look good,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s a tough night.” 

Same thought from Aho. 

“Obviously, a very good team we played against,” he said. 
“Still, not happy the way we played. We gave way too much.  

“It hasn’t gone our way lately and a couple very big players 
go down tonight. These are the moments the team has to 
come together and come back even stronger and 100% 
confident.” 

Compher got Colorado on the board first on a power play 
6:58 into the game. MacKinnon later added his 30th and 31st 
goals of the season. He now has nine goals over his last six 
games. 

The crowd let out a collective gasp in the first period when 
MacKinnon collided with Rantanen in the offensive zone. 
That was followed by a sigh of relief when both got up.  

TWO HELPERS 

Andre Burakovsky, Valeri Nichushkin, Rantanen and Devon 
Toews each had two assists.  

THIS & THAT 

The Hurricanes made their first trip to Denver since Dec. 19, 
2019. ... Carolina scored on the power play for the first time 
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since March 31. ... The Avalanche improved to a league-best 
42-2-4 when scoring first.  

INJURY UPDATES 

Avalanche forward Nazem Kadri (upper body) joined the 
team at Saturday’s morning skate wearing a red, non-contact 
jersey. ... Captain Gabriel Landeskog (knee surgery on 
March 14) is scheduled to soon be back on the ice. “How 

involved that is just depends on how he’s feeling,” Bednar 
said.  

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At Arizona on Monday. 

Avalanche: Finish a four-game homestand Monday against 
Washington.

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes lose Jordan Staal, Frederik Andersen to injuries in loss to Colorado 
Avalanche 

By Greg Wyshynski  

The loss on the scoreboard was bad enough for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. But after their 7-4 defeat at the Colorado 
Avalanche on Saturday night, their minds were centered on 
two potentially devastating losses to their lineup. 

Center Jordan Staal and goalie Frederik Andersen both left 
the game with injuries. Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
didn't give an update on either player but remarked: "It 
doesn't look good. Tough night." 

Staal took his last shift 8 minutes, 54 seconds into the third 
period, leaving the bench after absorbing a huge hit from 
Colorado defenseman Cale Makar. Staal had scored two 
goals in Denver, giving him six goals in his past six games. 

Andersen exited with 4:31 remaining in the game, favoring 
his left leg after making a routine save. He was helped to the 
bench and then went straight to the back. 

Both are key players for Carolina. Andersen has been 
among the league's best goaltenders, going 35-14-3 in 52 
games with a .922 save percentage. Staal has 34 points in 

74 games and is one of the team's key defensive players, as 
well. 

Brind'Amour said the losses of Staal and Andersen were part 
of a miserable night for the Hurricanes. 

"I didn't like the result," the coach said. "Then we get a 
couple of guys get hurt. That's really the major concern. It's 
not a good night for us. That's for sure." 

The Hurricanes lost their second game in a row and their fifth 
in eight games. They're tied with the New York Rangers for 
first in the Metropolitan Division. Both teams have six games 
remaining. 

"Never fun to watch your own teammate go down," said 
Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho. "We have a little adversity 
right now. We'll see what we're about right now. It hasn't 
gone our way lately. A couple very big players go down 
tonight. 

"These are the moments that a team has to come together, 
come back even stronger. [I'm] 100 percent confident that's 
exactly what's going to happen."
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Hurricanes' Andersen, Staal suffer injuries vs. Avalanche 

Frederik Andersen exits game after making save vs. 
Avalanche 

The Carolina Hurricanes might have suffered two major 
losses mere weeks before the playoffs as goaltender 
Frederik Andersen had to be helped off the ice late in 
Saturday's loss to the Colorado Avalanche and captain 
Jordan Staal also left the game early. 

It's unclear exactly how Andersen was injured but with just 
over five minutes to go in the third period, he was slow to get 
up after what appeared to be a routine save. The veteran 
goalie then had to be helped off the ice and Antti Raanta 
came in to finish the game. 

Staal was injured mid-way through the third period on a hit 
from Cale Makar. After the game, head coach Rod 
Brind'Amour didn't have an update on their conditions but 
said "It doesn't look good." 

"I didn't like the result," Brind'Amour added, referencing the 
team's 7-4 loss. "Then we get a couple of guys get hurt. 
That's really the major concern. It's not a good night for us. 
That's for sure." 

Andersen has been one of the NHL's best goalies this 
season after joining the Hurricanes as a free agent over the 
summer. His 2.07 goals-against average is second in the 
NHL and his .926 save percentage is tied for third.  

Staal had two goals in the game and has 16 on the ice to 
equal his total from last year. He also is one of the best 
faceoff men in the NHL, winning more than 57 per cent of his 
draws to rank within the top 10 league-wide. 

"Never fun to watch your own teammate go down," said 
Hurricanes star Sebastian Aho. "We have a little adversity 
right now. We'll see what we're about right now. It hasn't 
gone our way lately. A couple very big players go down 
tonight. These are the moments that a team has to come 
together, come back even stronger. [I'm] 100 per cent 
confident that's exactly what's going to happen." 

The Hurricanes and Rangers are tied for first in the 
Metropolitan Division lead, with 104 points each, but the 
Hurricanes hold the tiebreaker by carrying one game in 
hand. Carolina has seven games remaining on the season 
and will be back in action Monday against the Arizona 
Coyotes.
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Avalanche bury Canes; Andersen, Staal leave with injury 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost to the Colorado Avalanche, 7-4, 
Saturday night at Ball Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

It was a crazy night in Denver as the Carolina Hurricanes got 
into a wild west style shootout with the league’s top team 
falling 7-4 at Ball Arena Saturday night.  

But despite the offensive explosion, the real storyline for the 
game is no on the health of Jordan Staal and Frederik 
Andersen. 

Staal absorbed a big hit from Cale Makar in the third period 
and would not return to the game and Andersen seemed to 
tweak something in his lower body in the last five minutes of 
the game. 

The captain had, yet again, put the team on his back with a 
two-goal performance to help spark a rally after his team 
went down 4-0 early in the second period and his line 
outbattled Colorado all night. 

And although you can usually throw some blame on a 
goaltender when you see six-goals against, the sheer scope 
of failure defensively by Carolina was more to blame than 
Andersen.  

With no new updates on the status of either following the 
game, Canes fans will have to hold their breaths for a bit. 

In terms of the game though, there was so many 
breakdowns, turnovers and overall poor awareness that 
sealed the fate for Carolina even when the offense started to 
find its footing.  

It was ugly early as the Avalanche’s power play made the 
Hurricanes’ top penalty kill look mediocre right away. 

All J.T. Compher had to do was elevate the puck as a failed 
board battle by Carolina sprung a 2-on-1 look and Alex 
Newhook fed it across the crease to the American winger. 

Not long after that, another breakdown saw multiple 
Hurricanes skaters scrambling away in the crease, but it was 
Nathan MacKinnon who found the loose puck for the tap in. 

Then as the period came to a close, Andrei Svechnikov aired 
the puck out of play with one second to go, putting the team 
down a man again. 

And Colorado would score another power play goal at the 
start of the second because of it. Compher again, this time 
on a great feed by Andrei Burakovsky.  

Less than 30 seconds after that, a turnover by Ethan Bear 
was followed up by a loose puck that couldn’t be picked up 
by Tony DeAngelo and so Ben Meyers in his first NHL game, 
got his first NHL goal.  

Carolina took its timeout then, and it was made clear that this 
type of performance was unacceptable. 

Out of the timeout, Staal got the ball rolling for Carolina, 
going to the slot and redirecting a Brady Skjei shot. 

And it was the captain again soon after that with another 
deflection from the slot. Staal won the faceoff, went to the 
front of the net and tipped the puck home. All in a day’s, or 
should we say shift’s, work for the hottest offensive player in 
Carolina at the moment. 

Yet again, showing why he is so important to this team. 

But despite the rally on offense, the defensive shortcomings 
kept coming for the Hurricanes. Another turnover allowed 
Newhook to go one-on-one with Andersen and although 
Andersen made the initial save, Newhook remained 
unimpeded and collected his own rebound to repad the lead. 

Carolina kept shooting though and this time it was Sebastian 
Aho who found twine. After Jordan Martinook was robbed 
with a no-look save by Darcy Kuemper, Aho skated in and 
flipped the rebound into the open cage. 

Carolina managed to keep the game in striking distance, but 
it never felt like they were going to take control. 

Now the third period was the least kind of the three to 
Carolina. It started with Mikko Rantanen knocking one in 
past Andersen after the Danish netminder had no clue where 
the puck even was. 

The Hurricanes actually did manage to score a power play 
goal in the game, shockingly, as Andrei Svechnikov collected 
a loose puck off of a blocked shot to register his 30th goal of 
the season. 

But again, the game was never in control as MacKinnon 
executed a slick spin-o-rama that banked in off of 
DeAngelo’s skates to increase the lead again. 

And as if the game couldn’t get any worse, both Staal and 
Andersen would leave the games with injuries. The Canes 
are going to face a ton of adversity as those are two huge 
components to their team success and either missing 
significant time would be a huge blow. 

The Hurricanes are back in action on Monday night taking on 
the Coyotes in Arizona at 10 p.m.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho on big loss to Avs 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a few big losses Saturday 
night, falling to Colorado 7-4 as Jordan Staal and Frederik 
Andersen suffered injuries.  

By Ryan Henkel and Alec_Sawyer 

It was a rough night for the Carolina Hurricanes in Denver 
Saturday, as the Canes fell 7-4 to the Avalanche while also 
losing two key players to injury.  

The result of the game was a tough pill to swallow for the 
Hurricanes, as the Avalanche took a 4-0 lead early in the 
second period and held off the Canes for the victory.  

But the bigger loss for Carolina came in the injury 
department, as both Jordan Staal, who scored twice in the 
losing effort, and Frederik Andersen exited the game with 
injuries.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour and 
Sebastian Aho spoke with members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the game: It’s tough because there’s so many things that 
went on in this game. Obviously we didn’t like the result. And 
then we had a couple guys get hurt, and that’s really our 
main concern. It’s not a good night for us, that’s for sure.  

On if he has any injury updates: Nope, I don’t. But it doesn’t 
look good. Like I said, it’s a tough night.  

On the power play: Our power play was good. That was 
good. There’s a little bit of a bright spot in that game. But our 
penalty kill was no good. That was really the difference in the 
game. We gave up two power-play goals that kind of put us 
behind. We were too sloppy, gave up too many good 
chances. That team is too good to play that way.  

On what they can do to better limit chances against a team 
like Colorado: Against that team, to be honest, a lot of times 
there’s not much you can do, just to be honest. They’ve got 

good players. They had some one-on-one battles that they 
won. They got pucks to the net. I don’t know that it was a 
total gong show for us, but we gave up too much early. We 
fought back. We always do. But you can’t spot a team that 
many goals and expect to have success.  

On the Niederreiter - Staal - Fast line: Yeah, they’ve been 
our best line all year. They do it right shift after shift. They’re 
big, which helps. They’re big, so they can kind of just control 
things. Especially games where it gets tight. They’re game 
doesn’t change.  

On if he was surprised by the offensive output in the game: 
Everything was going in. It was one of those nights. 

Sebastian Aho 

On the game: We gave too much to them. Obviously a very 
good team we played against. They’re highly skilled and fast, 
but still not happy. The way we played, we gave way too 
much to them.  

On Staal and Andersen going down: It’s never fun to watch 
your own teammate go down. We have a little adversity right 
now, but we’ll see what we are about. It hasn’t gone our way 
lately, and a couple very big players go down tonight. These 
are the moments the team has to come together and come 
back even stronger. I’m 100 percent confident that’s exactly 
what is going to happen right now. We’ll be a better team 
than ever.  

On the power play scoring: Too late. Obviously nice to see 
the power play click there, but we should have cashed in on 
those early ones, probably. We’ll keep working on that, too.  

On if this game can be a wake-up call for them defensively: 
Yeah, we gave them too much. I don’t think it’s a lack of 
effort or anything like that. We’ve just got to be a little bit 
sharper on the details. Hunker down every once in a while 
when they have momentum in our end. But we’ll learn from 
this, and like I said, we’ll be better in the future.
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Canes smacked by Avalanche 7-4 as Andersen, Staal leave with injuries  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes suffered a 7-4 loss on the road 
against the Colorado Avalanche on Saturday, April 16. 

The Canes (48-20-8) did themselves no favors from the get-
go, facing a 4-0 hole against the Avalanche (55-14-6) early in 
the second period, but the bigger concern for Carolina is the 
injuries it racked up in the game. Goaltender Frederik 
Andersen left the ice late in the third period with a lower-body 
injury and center Jordan Staal went to the locker room six 
minutes earlier after taking a hard hit from Cole Makar. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour did not have any updates on 
the status of his team’s captain or its primary goalie, but did 
say that it “doesn’t look good.” With the postseason just 
around the corner, any extended periods of absence from 
Andersen or Staal could derail the Hurricanes’ Stanley Cup 
bid. 

Prior to a Nathan MacKinnon dagger midway through the 
third period, the Hurricanes managed to make the game 
competitive despite the early deficit. Just 41 seconds after 
Ben Meyers made it 4-0, Staal put Carolina on the board with 
a redirect off a shot by defenseman Brady Skjei. Staal 
repeated this effort five minutes later by redirected right wing 
Nino Niederreiter’s shot past Darcy Kuemper to make it 4-2. 

The Canes’ third line of Staal, Niederreiter and left wing 
Jesper Fast sparked Carolina back into action. But despite 
carrying momentum in the third while only down 5-3, that 
line’s impact was hampered in the final period thanks to a 

10-minute misconduct penalty for abusive language on 
Niederreiter with 15:52 left to play. 

On the home bench, the Avs were simply the better team all 
night. Outside the obvious feat of putting up seven goals on 
a playoff-caliber team in the Hurricanes, Colorado exhibited 
much more cohesion and overall quality than Carolina. 

Defensively, the Avalanche did well to get in front of the puck 
by blocking 20 shots and keeping pace with the Canes in the 
hitting department, racking up 31 hits compared to Carolina’s 
32. Offensively, the Avs notched two power play goals on the 
league’s best PK unit, an accomplishment that speaks for 
itself. 

The Hurricanes weren’t too shabby on the power play either. 
Carolina only converted on one of its three power play 
opportunities, a third-period rebound shot by right wing 
Andrei Svechnikov, but that lone PPG was a sign of life for a 
power play unit that hadn’t yet scored in the month of April. 

Still, center Sebastian Aho maintained that the power play 
needs to be better, as converting on the other two 
opportunities in the first period could have changed how the 
game played out. 

“Too late,” Aho said. “Obviously it was nice to see the power 
play click there, but we should have cashed in on those early 
ones, probably. We'll keep working on that too.” 

As the Canes await status updates on Staal and Andersen, 
the schedule trucks on to a road game against the Arizona 
Coyotes on Monday, April 19. Puck drops at 10 p.m.
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Fifth division title in six years! 

Noesen's league-leading 42nd goal makes the difference in 
the third  

Stefan Noesen’s short-handed goal midway through the third 
period snapped the game’s fourth tie and clinched the 
Central Division title as the Chicago Wolves earned a 6-4 win 
over the Texas Stars Saturday night at H-E-B Center. 

In addition to Noesen’s league-leading 42nd and 43rd goals, 
defensemen Joey Keane and Max Lajoie and forwards 
Richard Panik and Josh Leivo scored for the Wolves (47-14-
5-5) as they claimed the Central Division for the fifth time in 
six years. 

Noesen finished with 3 points — including a franchise-record 
11th game-winning goal — while captain Andrew Poturalski 
added 3 assists to pull into a tie for the AHL scoring lead with 
91 points. 

Texas (28-28-6-6) opened the scoring on NHL first-round 
draft pick Ty Dellandrea’s rebound goal 4:22 into the night. 

The Wolves answered just 67 seconds later as rookie Vasily 
Ponomarev battled a Stars defenseman to get the puck back 
to Keane at the right point. Keane drove down the right wing, 
turned toward the net, dipped below the goal line and banked 
a shot off goaltender Adam Scheel to make it 1-1 at 5:29. 

Less than two minutes later, Panik produced his first goal 
since joining the Wolves March 28 at the trade deadline. 
Panik’s initial shot was blocked toward the back wall, but 
Noesen and Poturalski worked to get the puck back in front 
of the net. Poturalski dropped it for Panik in the slot and he 
shoveled it home to give the Wolves a 2-1 lead at 7:20 of the 
first. 

Texas’ Anthony Louis, a native of west suburban Winfield, 
pulled the Stars even with a power-play goal at 15:44 of the 

first. Louis then knocked home a rebound 52 seconds into 
the second period to stake the Stars to a 3-2 lead. 

After the Stars received the game’s first four power-play 
chances, the Wolves finally got their first at 10:02 of the 
second period and they needed just 12 seconds to take 
advantage. Keane fed a pass back to Leivo at the point and 
he threaded a shot through traffic to forge a 3-3 tie at 10:14. 

Texas regained the lead on defenseman Jerad Rosburg’s 
wrister from the top of the left circle that whizzed through 
traffic and pinged off the post to give the Stars a 4-3 edge 
with 2:19 left in the second. 

The Wolves delivered the game’s fourth tie after a feverish 
stretch in the offensive zone. In the end, Kyle Marino fired a 
shot from the high slot that banged off the end board to 
Lajoie, who dove toward the puck and swatted it home to 
make the score 4-4 at 5:01 of the third. 

Noesen generated the game’s defining play 9:28 into the 
third. With Texas on the power play in the Chicago zone, 
Noesen broke up a pass from the point, outraced two 
defenders down the ice and went top-shelf for a short-
handed breakaway as the Wolves took a 5-4 lead. 

Texas pulled Scheel with two minutes left in search of the 
equalizer, but Noesen zipped home an empty-netter with 
1:46 to go to clinch matters. 

Wolves goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov (13-1-1) posted 25 
saves to pick up the win while Scheel (11-10-7) finished with 
30 stops. 

The Wolves return to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. Tuesday to 
host the Rockford IceHogs on Craft Beer Night. To find the 
best tickets for the final four regular-season games or the 
Calder Cup Playoffs, contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260490447.html 

https://theathletic.com/news/hurricanes-goalie-frederik-andersen-injury/VM8w1ZEXcAf2/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-lose-staal-andersen-to-injury-in-7-4-loss-in-colorado/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-drop-wild-one-in-colorado-seven-to-four/c-333098962 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-colorado-avalanche-game-recap/c-333052132 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-colorado-hockey-ca01c372751bcb15fa908b947ae2546a 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33754197/carolina-hurricanes-lose-jordan-staal-frederik-andersen-injuries-loss-avs 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-frederik-andersen-suffers-injury-vs-avalanche/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/17/23028736/colorado-avalanche-bury-carolina-hurricanes-andesen-staal-leave-with-injury 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/17/23028717/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-on-big-loss-to-avs 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-smacked-by-avalanche-7-4-as-andersen-staal-leave-with-injuries/article_13330f74-be0c-11ec-b09c-

ff5b9c485ca2.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/16/fifth-division-title-in-six-years/ 
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Hurricanes’ Frederik Andersen, Jordan Staal injured in ugly loss to 
Avalanche 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

Stalwart starting goalie Frederik Andersen, whose 35 wins this season 
are among the best in the NHL, and Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal left 
the team’s road game at the Colorado Avalanche on Saturday night, 
adding injuries to the insult already on the scoreboard. 

J.T. Compher and Nathan MacKinnon had a pair of goals each for the 
Avalanche, who led by as many as four and never let the Hurricanes 
back within two after that, in a 7-4 win at Ball Arena. 

In a game featuring two of the league’s best goaltenders, it was offense 
that ruled the night in Colorado, the teams combining for 11 goals on a 
pair of goalies with sparking records this season. 

But the injuries — and the potential ramifications for the Hurricanes 
heading into the playoffs — were the real story. 

“We obviously didn’t like the result,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
after the game, “then we had a couple of guys get hurt, that’s our major 
concern. Just not a good night for us, that’s for sure.” 

ANDERSEN, STAAL INJURED 

Andersen appeared to tweak his left leg on a sequence midway through 
the third, and he stumbled backward into the net making an awkward 
save. As he tried to get up, he did a pushup-like exercise, shook out his 
left leg, and resumed his goalie stance. 

Later in the period, another shot came in from distance, and the keeper 
flashed his right pad. His left leg dragged awkwardly, and he immediately 
grimaced in pain. 

After a brief chat with the team’s training staff, during which he 
repeatedly flexed his left knee, he was helped off the ice, putting no 
weight on his left leg. 

Antti Raanta played out the final minutes of the game. 

That sequence came only minutes after Staal, the team’s catalyst for the 
past two weeks, also left the ice injured. 

With the Canes trying furiously to come back in the third, Staal, who 
already had two goals in the second period, and whose line was a spark 
plug all night — and has been for the past month or more — skated 
slowly off the ice and subsequently walked slowly down the hallway 
behind the Hurricanes bench and to the locker room. 

The reason: As he went to dump and chase the puck along the left wall 
near the faceoff circle in the Avs zone, Cale Makar stepped into the 
Canes captain with his shoulder square to Staal’s upper chest. The jolt 
stopped Staal in his tracks, his head bobbing forward briefly before his 
whole body crumbled to the ice. 

He landed on his backside, and his head never hit the ice, but he was 
nonetheless stunned. He skated on his own power to the defensemen’s 
door at the Canes’ bench and made his way back to the team’s locker 
room. 

Brind’Amour didn’t have an immediate update on the injured players after 
the game, but he didn’t sound optimistic. 

“No, we don’t (have an update),” Brind’Amour said, “but it doesn’t look 
good. Like you say, it’s a tough night.” 

TOUGH OPENING ACT 

Another slow start — something that has intermittently plagued the 
Canes for the past month — afforded the Avalanche a two-goal lead after 
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20 minutes, a lead that ballooned to four in the early minutes of the 
second. Frustrated, Brind’Amour burned his timeout to settle the team 
down, but he said very little, instead letting the players stew over the 
situation, and rest. Staal had a few words for the rest of the team, and 
Brind’Amour chimed in near the end of the break. 

Staal then put the puck where his mouth was, potting a pair of goals to 
give the Canes life. 

“They’ve been our best line all year,” Brind’Amour said. “They do it right, 
shift after shift. They’re big, so they can kind of control things, especially 
in games where it gets tight, their game doesn’t change.” 

But while the teams combined for another five goals in the second half of 
the game, the Avs made sure they maintained their advantage. 

Still, Brind’Amour said, it was the kind of game he said he’d expect 
against a team like the Avalanche. 

“They have good players, they have some good one-on-one battles they 
won, got pucks to the net,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that it was a 
total gong show for us, but it was just ... 

“We gave up too much early,” he continued. “We fought back, we always 
do, but you can’t spot a team that many goals and expect to have 
success.” 

SPECIAL TEAMS REPORT 

The Canes power play, which was flying and among the top four in the 
NHL for much of the first half of the season, went cold when power play 
quarterback Tony DeAngelo had to miss time with an injury. He’s since 
returned, but the team’s mojo with an extra skater has only shown 
flashes of its former self. 

Saturday, the Canes snagged one power play goal on three chances, 
one of which was abbreviated by a penalty of their own. During the first 
power play of the night, on which the Canes did not score, they controlled 
the tempo and saw several solid scoring chances. 

The Canes’ vaunted penalty kill, still the best in the NHL at 88.6 percent 
prior to Saturday, has been a bit off kilter of late. It was for a while this 
season floating above a 90 percent clip. 

Saturday, the unit struggled again, allowing two goals on five Colorado 
power plays. 

“Our power play was good,” Brind’Amour said. “So that’s a little bit of a 
bright spot in that game. But our penalty kill was no good. That was really 
the difference in the game. You give up two power play goals that put us 
behind. We were too sloppy, gave up too many good chances. That 
team’s too good to play that way.” 

GOALTENDERS SPOTLIGHT 

One of the main talking points headed into Saturday’s showdown 
between Colorado and Carolina was the goaltending duel. Andersen and 
Darcy Kuemper have both at times this season been mentioned as 
possible Vezina Trophy candidates, and there’s no doubt why. 

Andersen has been the backbone of the Canes’ success this year and 
has teamed with Raanta to post the lowest team goals against average in 
the league. His personal GAA was at 2.07 before Saturday’s game, with 
a sparkling save percentage of .926 to go with a 35-13-3 record. 
Andersen also has four shutouts. 

On the other side, Kuemper has been outstanding this season, as well, 
posting a 35-9-3 mark prior to Saturday with a 2.38 GAA, a .926 save 
percentage and five shutouts. 

Saturday, though, the offenses stole the show, with the Avs and Canes 
combining for 11 goals on 70 shots, a combined save percentage of 
.840. 

“It was just one of those nights, everything was going in,” Brind’Amour 
said. 
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How important is it for the Hurricanes to win their division? What history 
tells us 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

How important is it to win the Metropolitan Division? 

The Carolina Hurricanes, after a 4-2 road win Tuesday over the New 
York Rangers, widened their Metro lead to four points over the Rangers. 
But the Rangers then won the next night in Philadelphia and the Canes 
returned home to be shut out Thursday by the Detroit Red Wings, 
tightening things up. 

“We want to finish first. That’s what we set out to do for the 82 games,” 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday after the 3-0 loss to the 
Wings. “We still want to accomplish that. We made it a little tougher 
tonight, obviously, but that’s still what we’re trying to do. That’s the goal.” 

Brind’Amour had downplayed the head-to-head matchup with the 
Rangers. So did Rangers coach Gerard Gallant. Both teams had 
qualified for the Stanley Cup playoffs and there are bigger games ahead 
in postseason that they really want to win. 

There is the matter of having a home-ice advantage in the playoffs and 
the higher the seed, the better. But how important is that? 

“You go through 82 games, you want to be at the top of your division, top 
of your conference,” Canes defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. ‘We want 
to win every game, but our main goal is winning something much more 
than the division.” 

The NHL realigned into four divisions before the 2013-14 season. Since 
then, only the Washington Capitals in 2017-18 have won the Metro 
Division, advanced to the Stanley Cup finals and then captured the Cup. 
Repeat: Only the Caps. 

Here’s how the Metro winners have fared: 

2014 

The Pittsburgh Penguins, with 109 points, finished 13 ahead of the 
Rangers. The Rangers then beat the Pens in the second round of the 
playoffs, winning three games in Pittsburgh capped by a 2-1 victory in 
Game 7. 

The Los Angeles Kings took the Cup, beating the Rangers in the finals as 
Kings forward Justin Williams was the Conn Smythe Trophy winner as 
playoffs MVP. 

The Rangers, with 113 points, beat out Washington by 12 points for the 
Metro title. The Rangers topped the Pens and Caps in the first two 
rounds, then were beaten in a seven-game series by Tampa Bay in the 
Eastern Conference finals — Tampa Bay winning three times at Madison 
Square Garden. 

The Chicago Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup over the Lightning. Teuvo 
Teravainen and Antti Raanta of the Canes were members of that Hawks’ 
championship team. 

2016 

The Caps had 120 points to easily finish ahead of the Pens, who had 
104. But Pittsburgh eliminated the Caps in the second round and 
advanced to the Stanley Cup finals, beating the San Jose Sharks for the 
Cup. 

2017 
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The Caps again claimed the Metro with 118 points, seven ahead of the 
Pens. But the Pens again topped the Caps in the second round, winning 
the seven-game series and winning three times in Washington. 

Pittsburgh topped the Nashville Predators to win a second consecutive 
Cup. 

2018 

This was Washington’s year, finally. The Caps made it three straight 
Metro titles, closing with 105 points to edge the Pens by five points. They 
then won playoff series over Columbus, Pittsburgh and Tampa Bay, 
topping the Lightning in a seven-game series and winning three times at 
Amalie Arena as Tampa Bay held the home-ice edge. 

The Caps closed out the expansion Vegas Golden Knights in five games 
for the Cup, starting a celebration that raged for months. 

2019 

The Canes remember this year fondly, rejoining the postseason party 
with Justin Williams their team captain. Back in the playoffs for the first 
time since 2009, the Canes took the Caps to seven games in the first 
round and won Game 7 in Washington on Brock McGinn’s goal in the 
second overtime. So much for home-ice advantage. 

The Caps had won the division with 104 points, one point ahead of the 
New York Islanders (the Canes had 99). The Canes beat the Islanders, 
too, before losing to the Boston Bruins in the Eastern Conference finals. 
The Bruins, in turn, lost to the St. Louis Blues in the Cup final. 

The year of the pandemic. When the regular season was suspended in 
March, the Caps led the Metro with 90 points in 69 games. The Caps 
were eliminated in the first round of the playoffs by the Islanders, as 
Tampa Bay went on to win the Cup in the Edmonton bubble. 

2021 

The second year of the pandemic brought about a one-season change. 
The Canes won the newly formed Central Division with 80 points in the 
56-game season, but lost to Tampa Bay in the second round of the 
playoffs as the Lightning went on to win another Cup. 
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Arizona Coyotes get torched by Flames in Calgary 

 

CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk 
each had two goals and two assists and the Calgary Flames routed the 
Arizona Coyotes 9-1 on Saturday night after they clinched a playoff spot 
before the game started. 

Edmonton locked Pacific Division-leading Calgary into the postseason by 
beating Vegas 4-0 earlier in the day. 

Dillon Dube also scored twice and Elias Lindholm had a goal and three 
assists. Andrew Mangiapane and Blake Coleman added goals and Jacob 
Markstrom stopped 25 shots. 

Arizona led 1-0 after the first period on Nick Ritchie’s first-minute goal. 
The Flames broke it open with four goals in a 2:27 span early in the 
second. 

“We’re happy about our first period, and we go into the second and they 
scored two quick,” head coach André Tourigny told reporters postgame. 
“Then it’s three and four. 

“That’s really tough mentally. That’s something we need to address and 
be better. It’s not a lack of will or desire from our players. Right now we’re 
beating ourselves up mentally and we’re having a tough time getting out 
of those slumps.” 

Lindholm and Tkachuk each scored their 39th goals and Gaudreau had 
his 36th. 

“They’re a 100-point team who lost an important game last time out. They 
were ready,” Tourigny said. “We’re proud of our first period, but you need 
to sustain it for 60 minutes.” 

INJURY REPORT 

Coyotes defenseman J.J. Moser left the game due to a lower-body injury. 

UP NEXT 

The Coyotes host Carolina on Monday night at 7 p.m. on 98.7 FM 
Arizona’s Sports Station. 
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Jets sign forward prospect Bongiovanni 

 

Mike McIntyre  

 

The Winnipeg Jets have signed college free agent Wyatt Bongiovanni to 
a two-year, entry-level contract. 

The Winnipeg Jets have signed college free agent Wyatt Bongiovanni to 
a two-year, entry-level contract. 

The 22-year-old forward from Michigan will be paid an average annual 
value in the NHL of US $802,500. His deal begins next season. 

Bongiovanni, who is 6-foot-0 and weighs 195 pounds, has signed an 
amateur tryout contract with the Manitoba Moose and will join the AHL 
club for the remainder of the current campaign. 

He recently finished senior season with the Quinnipiac Bobcats in the 
ECAC where he had 34 points (16G, 18A) 42 games. He was the captain 
of the club and led the team in scoring for the past three years. 

Overall, Bongiovanni played 123 games over his four seasons with the 
Bobcats and recorded 90 points (50G, 40A). He played three seasons in 
the USHL prior to attending Quinnipiac and posted 79 points (32G, 47A) 
in 152 games. 

Speaking of the Moose, they continued to be red-hot on Saturday as they 
downed the Rockford Icehogs 3-2 at Canada Life Centre to improve to 
38-21-7 on the year. 

They are comfortably in second place in their division, sixth overall in the 
AHL, with six regular-season games remaining before the playoffs begin 
next month. 

Evan Polei and Nicholas Jones each had a goal and an assist, while Jeff 
Malott scored the game-winner. Mikhail Berdin made 17 saves for the 
victory. 

The clubs play again Sunday afternoon in the re-match. 
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Jets served painful reality check with 7-4 loss to Lightning 

 

Mike McIntyre  
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The Winnipeg Jets are leaving Florida with their tails tucked between 
their legs and nothing but a tan to show for an extended and ultimately 
fruitless stay. 

After arriving in the Sunshine State last Tuesday to beat the incoming 
blizzard back home, two games in as many nights against a pair of 
powerhouses served up a painful reality check of how far the club must 
go if they want to get back to NHL relevancy. A 6-1 pummelling at the 
hands of the Panthers on Friday was followed up with a lopsided 7-4 loss 
to the Lightning on Saturday. 

Although the overall performance in the latest outing may have been 
slightly better — at least in the early going when the Jets had leads of 1-
0, 2-1 and 4-2 against the back-to-back Stanley Cup champions – the 
end result was the same. This group is nowhere near good enough. And 
now, at 35-30-11, they’re even closer to official playoff elimination, 10 
points back of the final Western Conference playoff spot with just six 
regular-season games remaining. 

"I don’t know whether it’s tired, you know, lack of motivation (in) some of 
the guys in the room or, you know, what it is, we’re definitely a frustrated 
group here," winger Kyle Connor said in a post-game Zoom conference 
from Amalie Arena. "It’s tough. Yeah, there’s a slight chance, but there is 
a chance to make playoffs here. And, you know, two critical games and, 
you know, we put up that kind of effort." 

Connor Hellebuyck got the hook in both games. The former Vezina 
Trophy winner and No. 1 netminder was beaten seven times on 32 shots 
by Tampa through 51:55 of action, 24 hours after the Panthers chased 
him from the net after two periods following four goals on 26 shots. Eric 
Comrie was once again tasked with mop-up duty. 

"We left our goalie out to dry. Like we’ve done all year," said veteran Paul 
Stastny. "Some games, (Hellebuyck) makes big saves or they don’t score 
but over the course if you keep giving up Grade A chances like that and 
keep leaving guys alone in the slot, you’re going to get burned. And when 
you play a skilled team like that, you give them that extra chance to make 
a play… like I said we left (Hellebuyck) out to dry and I think that’s the 
most disappointing part." 

Interim coach Dave Lowry said the same culprit once again reared its 
ugly head — his troops decided to try and get into a track meet with one 
of the elite squads in the league. 

"Probably the biggest thing we will take away is that if we want to get into 
a rush game, if we want to trade chances up and down the ice, that’s 
probably not the strength of our hockey team," said Lowry. "When we 
play what we deem the right way, where we play in straight lines, and 
when I talk about straight lines, it’s attacking. It’s about attacking with 
speed, it’s about getting pucks inside, getting to the net. When we play 
that way, we give ourselves a chance. When we start going up and 
down, giving and taking, it’s not going to play to our advantage." 

The Jets were spitting fire after getting blown out of the building by the 
Eastern Conference leading Panthers, and they certainly had a better 
start against a Lightning team that has been rather mediocre over the 
past few weeks. 

Stastny opened the scoring just 56 seconds into the game, his 21st of the 
year. After Alex Killorn tied it on a deflection a few minutes later, Connor 
put the visitors back in front with a dazzling burst of speed and deke that 
ended with a backhanded beauty. His team-leading 43rd of the season 
was one of his finest. Back came Tampa, as Pierre-Edouard Bellemare 
evened it up with just over a minute to play in the first period. 

Winnipeg looked to take control in the middle frame, after Josh Morrissey 
poked in a rebound at 7:36 on a play Tampa challenged for being offside. 
It was close, but replay review upheld the goal — Morrissey’s career-high 
12th — and penalized the Lightning for delay of game, which captain 
Blake Wheeler took full advantage of on a nifty tip of a Neal Pionk shot 
ay 9:36. A two-goal lead at the midway point of the game seemingly had 
them in the driver’s seat, having beaten goalie Brian Elliott four times on 
just 11 shots. 

But not for long. In what now appears to be a case of waking the sleeping 
giant, Tampa roared back with five straight goals, beginning with Nick 
Paul at 13:56 and Nikita Kucherov at 18:03 to once again send the teams 
to the dressing room all squared. 

"What we take away is it doesn’t matter what the score is, when you stay 
with your game and you continue to put pressure on and force turnovers, 
you’re going to create opportunities. They capitalized on a couple of their 
opportunities just by putting pressure on late in the second," said Lowry. 

It was all Lightning in the final frame. Steven Stamkos put his club ahead 
for the first time just three minutes into the third, Kucherov added his 
second of the night at 6:50, and Mikhail Sergachev converted the 
touchdown at 11:55 to send Hellebuyck to the showers early. Lightning 
defenceman Victor Hedman had four assists in the game. 

Stastny was asked why he thinks his team is still falling into so many bad 
old habits, now in their 76th game of the year. He gave a lengthy answer, 
describing the need to build and improve throughout the year and not 
simply rest on one’s laurels. 

"The guys that take care of themselves, the guys that put in the work on 
the ice, off the ice, over the course of the year. I don’t want to say they 
raise their game, but they kind of stay consistent. And what happens in 
the season is if you’re not focused, you’re not dedicated, you’re not ready 
to go every single night, it gets away from you real quick," said Stastny. 

"That’s what we play this game for, we love the competition, we love the 
fight. And we love to win. If you’re not all there together, it’s tough to win 
in this league." 

Winnipeg will now have a few days to lick the wounds before facing old 
friends Andrew Copp and Jacob Trouba on Tuesday night in New York. 
Then it’s off to Raleigh for a Thursday night meeting with the Carolina 
Hurricanes before returning home for the final four games of the year. 

Lowry said he’s not worried about his group’s ability to stay motivated 
down the stretch even if the playoffs are no longer a reality. 

"These guys are National Hockey League players. Their level of 
professionalism, they’ll make sure they’re ready to play," he said. "You 
look at teams we’ve played that haven’t been in the playoffs, we’ve talked 
about what these guys are playing for on a nightly basis, the sense of 
urgency on these teams. They’re not only playing for this year, they’re 
playing for next year and they’re playing for the year after that as well." 

Connor echoed his coach, suggesting there is plenty of reflection and 
soul-searching that needs to happen in the coming days, 

"I think we can learn all as a group, you know, take a look in the mirror, 
every single one of us, top to bottom, and realize that we have a ways to 
go here," said Connor. "Whether we’re in or out of the playoffs, six 
games, whatever it is, we have left, I don’t think it’s too soon to start 
building culture, having that right attitude in the group, so we’re going to 
look to build on that in the next couple of games." 
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Sunshine State stumble leaves Jets' playoff hopes on life support 

 

Scott Billeck 

 

The Winnipeg Jets vowed to be better after getting chased out of the 
building on Friday night against the Florida Panthers. 

Twenty-four hours later, they made good on that promise, only to watch 
multiple leads built up over the first and second periods crumble to the 
ground in a 7-4 rout at the hands of the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
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It’s been a forgettable 48-hour stretch for the Jets in the Sunshine State. 
A 6-1 loss to the Panthers, coupled with Saturday’s latest defeat, meant 
a team that needed to win two games to keep their faint playoff illusion 
intact was instead outscored 13-5 across those 120 minutes. 

“It seems like we’re almost deflated in (the Florida) game,” forward Kyle 
Connor said. “Come back, had a great start (on Saturday). You know, 
just couldn’t find it.” 

Not after they led 1-0, or 2-1 or even 4-2. 

“I don’t know whether it’s tired, lack of motivation (in) some of the guys in 
the room or what it is, we’re definitely a frustrated group here,” Connor 
said. “And it’s tough. Yeah, there’s a slight chance, but there is a chance 
to make the playoffs here. And two critical games and we put up that kind 
of effort.” 

The effort Connor alluded to meant for a second straight game, Connor 
Hellebuyck was left on the NHL’s loneliest island, only to receive a mercy 
pull in the end as proceedings were well out of hand. 

“I think we were in control of a hockey game,” interim head coach Dave 
Lowry said. “We jump up 4-2. And then they had a couple of shifts back 
to back where they were able to score that third goal and then they were 
able to equalize the game before the second period was over. But we did 
a lot of good things for two periods.” 

Most would argue that it was the first 30 minutes or so where the Jets 
were showing promise in the game. 

Paul Stastny netted his 21st of the season just 56 seconds into the 
opening frame, and they were tied 2-2 going into the first intermission 
after Alex Killorn tied it, Connor scored his 43rd of the season to put the 
Jets back in front, and Pierre-Edouard Bellemare made it 2-2 late. 

The Jets seemed to take some confidence in the fact they were going 
toe-to-toe with the two-time defending Stanley Cup champs. 

Josh Morrissey’s 12th at 7:36 of the second was followed up by Blake 
Wheeler’s 13th at 9:34 on the power play. 

Winnipeg was in the driver’s seat. 

And then they got carjacked. 

“If we want to trade chances up and down the ice, that’s probably not the 
strength of our hockey team,” Lowry said. 

He was right. 

Nicolas Paul started the stretch of five unanswered, with Nikita Kucherov, 
Steven Stamkos, Kucherov again and Mikhail Sergachev all lighting the 
lamp. 

There was nothing left in the chamber for the Jets. 

Sergachev’s goal sent Hellebuyck to the showers after the former was 
allowed all the time in the world to go backhand-shelf on Winnipeg’s No. 
1. 

“We’ve done it all year,” said Stastny on letting Hellebuyck down. “Some 
games, he makes big saves or they don’t score but over the course (of 
the game), if you keep giving up Grade A chances like that and keep 
leaving guys alone in the slot, you’re going to get burned. And when you 
play a skilled team like that, you give them that extra chance to make a 
play… like I said we left (Hellebuyck) out to dry and I think that’s the most 
disappointing part.” 

Another game of what could have been for the Jets, who fell out 35-30-
11 on the year, and are now a Dallas Stars win away, or another loss on 
their own part, from being mathematically eliminated for playoff 
contention. 

Dallas downed the San Jose Sharks 2-1 on Saturday and is now 10 
points clear of the Jets. Winnipeg has six games left on its schedule, and 
Dallas holds the tiebreaker. 

Bottom line: Elimination is just a formality at this point. 

And if the weekend’s dusting confirmed anything, it’s that the Jets are a 
long way from competing with the upper echelon of the league. 

Connor went so far to say that the Jets should be taking a page out of 
Tampa’s playbook, and Florida’s too, for that matter. 

“Watch some video, see what they’re doing well,” he said. “I think we can 
learn all as a group, take a look in the mirror, every single one of us, top 
to bottom, and realize that we have a ways to go here.” 

He knew, too, what they did well. 

“I think they’re just playing really quick, making first plays, they spend 
little time in their D zone, they get a turnover, they know where the puck’s 
going,” he said. “Quick support too, they turn the puck (over), 
everybody’s skating. It just seems like they’re more on the same page as 
a group out there playing together, playing for each other. I think that’s 
something that we can learn.” 

While the playoff dream is pretty much dead in the water, Connor feels 
the team can do some positive over the final swath of games. 

“I don’t think it’s too soon to start building culture, having that right 
attitude in the group,” he said. “So, we’re going to look to build on that in 
the next couple of games.” 

The first of those comes Tuesday against the New York Rangers at 
Madison Square Garden. 
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Jets’ gap with playoff quality teams is clear. So what does coaching have 
to do with it? 

 

The regular season is nearly done and so are the Jets’ playoff hopes. 
These next three weeks will involve hand-wringing about individual 
performances, points wasted and opportunities lost. 

Today, we talk about coaching. 

Winnipeg’s coaching is letting the team down. 

It’s been called out by NHL broadcasts, including Craig Button calling the 
Jets’ defence “terrible” in the midst of a TSN tirade earlier this year. It’s 
been referenced obliquely by opposing coaches, like after a game when 
Boston’s Bruce Cassidy talked about Winnipeg giving up too many slot 
shots. 

On Friday night, after Winnipeg lost 6-1 to Florida, the Jets followed the 
Panthers’ lead by carving apart their own game, using words as opposed 
to finished checks. 

“We didn’t come out ready to play. Our line goes out there the first two 
shifts and we get scored on and that’s just straight up not good enough,” 
Nikolaj Ehlers said. “With the position that we’re in, you can’t do that. 
They’re obviously a great team and we weren’t good today. With a team 
like that, that is buzzing in their own building, they’re going to take 
advantage of a team that’s not playing the right way.” 

The Jets have not been playing “the right way” with any semblance of 
consistency throughout the season. 

They were an inconsistent but slightly above average team under Paul 
Maurice, sewered by special teams while hovering slightly over 50 
percent in shots and expected goals at even strength. They have been a 
consistently poor team under interim head coach Dave Lowry, with those 
five-on-five shot metrics falling well below 50 percent and special teams 
failing to make up meaningful ground. 
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These are just basic metrics, but Ehlers framed the Jets’ failure to “play 
the right way” in terms of fundamentals. 

“You chip the puck out, you chip the puck in, you get on their 
defencemen, you shoot the puck and you work hard, you skate fast,” 
Ehlers said. “It’s as simple as that. Today, we were trying to pass it 
through and we were turning off of them when they had the puck and not 
being physical and not playing fast.” 

How is it that a team’s biggest issues can be fundamental items like puck 
management and effort level 75 games into an NHL season? 

“It’s a good question,” Ehlers said. “That’s why we’re not in a playoff spot. 
We haven’t played the right way in a lot of games and you see what that 
leads to. I think the easy way to put it is that we’re just not playing the 
type of hockey that the Jets want to play and the type of hockey that, you 
know, you can hold everyone accountable for. And it sucks. It absolutely 
sucks.” 

I thought Ehlers’ use of the word accountable was telling. 

Poor puck management, missed checks or poor defensive efforts have 
not been met with visible consequences. Ice time does not change. The 
hierarchies of Winnipeg’s forward and defence groups do not change. 

I asked Ehlers what he meant when discussing accountability. 

“When you don’t play the right way,” he said. “When it’s not going for you 
and you keep trying to push the nice plays and all of that. You’re just 
putting your team in a tough position. And it’s not just one or two guys. 
It’s almost everyone.” 

When a hockey team consistently fails to start on time, digging early 
holes through poor puck management, and when star players create 
enough offence to win games but then give it back due to poor 
backpressure or missed defensive assignments, the solutions must come 
from coaching. 

We don’t see defensive assignments corrected in practice — or if we do, 
they go beyond my observational skills. If missed assignments are 
discussed, they happen in video sessions. Maurice once told me that 
Kyle Connor — a brilliant offensive player with a poor defensive impact 
— didn’t need to be shown video of his defence. I wonder if Lowry, who 
works with the identical staff to the one Maurice left behind, has 
maintained that same approach. 

But that’s just speculation. The only thing I can definitively say is that we 
don’t see the improvement that lessons taught — and lessons absorbed 
— could bring. 

It’s difficult to know the exact degree to which Winnipeg’s struggles to 
play a complete team game, where defencemen jump into the play and 
forwards track back so hard that the Jets are never outmanned, falls 
upon coaching. It is possible that Maurice left and Lowry falters due more 
to obstinance from Winnipeg’s most important players than from their 
own failings. 

I asked Lowry why he thought the Jets continue to struggle with 
fundamentals — and what his role might be in correcting things. 

“Well, I think the biggest reason, the why behind it, is because it’s not 
pretty hockey,” Lowry said of the way Winnipeg needs to play. “It’s 
functional. It wins hockey games. And they are critical details. When 
you’ve been a rush team, you want to continue to try and make plays. 
And the biggest thing for us right now is when we have our success, we 
put pucks in behind, we play in straight lines, we play direct going 
through the neutral zone.” 

He didn’t answer the second half of the question — the one about his 
role — but Lowry’s frustration was clear. We know that he tore a strip off 
the Jets players in the first intermission of Winnipeg’s game against 
Ottawa last week; going back to that well may not be sustainable. 

Keep this goal in mind. Can you identify Winnipeg’s neutral zone defence 
on the play? 

As Florida controlled Friday’s game from start to finish, all I could think of 
was that it’s only been a few years since Winnipeg rolled over teams in 
exactly the same way. 

Brenden Dillon, who was acquired as part of Kevin Cheveldayoff’s efforts 
to retool the blue line, put the Panthers’ quality into words. 

“They play together, they’re predictable and I think they play to their 
system really well,” Dillon said. “They use their skill, they allow their 
defencemen to get up in the rush and support, and their forwards, too, 
they’re responsible. They’re tracking back, allowing their D to gap up and 
ultimately turn pucks over for them. I think transition for them is their 
biggest thing. They’re able to push pucks and make plays offensively.” 

Given that Winnipeg’s defencemen don’t frequently join the rush (Josh 
Morrissey is the exception, although he seems to get the green light most 
often when trailing), nor do Winnipeg’s forwards track back predictably, it 
seemed to me that Dillon was describing the Jets “to-do” list in addition to 
Florida’s strengths. 

I asked Dillon if his description of Panthers hockey was also the template 
for playoff hockey. 

“I think so, for sure. They always have a guy stretching, which obviously 
you gotta respect that guy. It kind of opens up some space for the weak-
side D or the forward underneath and they’re able to generate some ice 
and gap the D out and be able to use their strength, which is their 
speed,” Dillon said. “They know what their strengths are they continue to 
play to them. Their defencemen had great gap, they’re physical and their 
forwards coming back, too, cause some of those turnovers to be able to 
transition the puck like that.” 

I’ll admit that my ears perked up when Ehlers talked about 
“accountability” and Winnipeg “not playing the right way.” These words 
felt like the honesty of a deeply frustrated player. Dillon struck me the 
same way when he talked about forwards tracking back to “allow” 
defencemen to gap tightly. 

There are systemic issues at play in Winnipeg that go well beyond 
personnel. 

Think back to Gustav Forsling’s goal in the clip above. Can you name the 
Jets’ neutral zone defensive formation? 

Hint 1: Los Angeles is famous for its 1-3-1 set-up and teams like 
Colorado and Florida run a 1-2-2. 

Hint 2: Here is a clip of Winnipeg’s neutral zone defence working almost 
exactly as it’s supposed to until everything goes horribly wrong. 

Winnipeg runs a 1-1-3 in the neutral zone, where the first forward (Ehlers 
in this case) tries to force the other team to pick a side of the ice. 

Florida chooses to go up the right wing in this case, so it becomes Ehlers 
and Paul Stastny’s job to keep the Panthers on the right wing and, 
ideally, to slow them down. 

Meanwhile, Morgan Barron has joined Dylan Samberg and Dillon in a 
three-man wall at the Jets blue line. 

If Ehlers makes Florida pick a side and Stastny slows them down, then 
the three men at Winnipeg’s line should be able to stop Florida’s zone 
entry. 

In fact, that’s exactly what happens. Only Barron’s failure to clear the 
puck and the lost coverage that follows lead to Huberdeau’s goal. 
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Here is a tactics sheet from Jack Han, former Toronto Marlies video 
coach and current hockey consultant and all-ages player development 
coach. 

Whether it’s a play starting in the Panthers’ zone or a breakout with more 
time like in the clip, Jets defencemen can only step up at the blue line if 
forwards are coming back hard. Think of every time a Jets defenceman 
used to stuff opposing breakouts by jumping up the boards in the 
offensive zone. They can only do that with backpressure. 

Similarly, think about what would have happened in the 1-1-3 clip above 
if Ehlers and Stastny didn’t do their job. Winnipeg’s defencemen would 
be forced to back off the blue line to respect Florida’s speed. 

The Jets do not consistently get the kind of backpressure that lets 
defencemen “gap up” as aggressively as they need to. 

When Dillon talks about Florida tracking back to “allow” Panthers 
defencemen to step up and win pucks, he is indirectly pointing out 
Winnipeg’s own struggles in that area. 

When he talks about Florida looking for stretch passes or activating their 
weak-side defenceman into the rush, he’s talking about ways that teams 
force defencemen to back off their blue line — unless they have 
backpressure from forwards. 

It’s no surprise Winnipeg has given up its blue line more this season than 
it ever did when it was a consistent playoff team. 

Yet the head coach is focused on shots from the point. 

Asked why all of the talk about “playing the right way” hasn’t clicked this 
season, Lowry doubled down on the idea that Winnipeg tries too hard to 
be fancy. 

“Everyone wants to score a pretty goal. Everyone wants to be a team 
that makes highlight-reel plays. The big thing for us is that the way we 
have to play to be successful is we have to play direct and we have to 
play in straight lines,” he said. “I say it every night: when we are getting 
pucks to the goal line and we establish our forecheck and establish our 
offensive-zone play, we find ways to win hockey games. We’re trying to 
play a skilled game where for us to be successful, we have to get it 
through.” 

Perhaps it really is as simple as a battle of wills between players and 
coaches to play in straight lines more often. 

If that’s the case, then how is the coach losing that battle of wills 75 
games into the season? Why has the general manager been content to 
wait and watch? 

These questions are easy for a writer to ask. The difference between 
playoff quality hockey and what Winnipeg played Friday is easy to see. 

The difficult part will be when True North starts searching for solutions. 
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Devils blanked in shootout, fall to Kraken 

 

SEATTLE — Ryan Donato scored in the shootout for Seattle and New 
Jersey missed all three of its attempts, with two saved by Phillip 
Grubauer, as the Kraken beat the Devils 4-3 on Saturday night. 

Rookie Matty Beniers scored his first NHL goal, which gave Seattle a 3-2 
lead at 16:57 of the second period. Will Borgen and Carson Soucy also 
scored for the Kraken, who snapped a two-game skid. 

“I felt Matty played a real solid hockey game, he and his linemates,” said 
Kraken coach Dave Hakstol, who had Beniers on the ice to start the 

game, again to start overtime, and then had him take the second 
shootout attempt. 

“He made some plays at critical times,” he added, “which you’re looking 
for.” 

Jesper Bratt, Jesper Boqvist and Damon Severson scored for New 
Jersey, which lost its second in a row after winning the first two games of 
a five-game Western Conference road trip. 

The Kraken went first in the shootout, with Donato getting Nico Daws to 
move to his right, and Donato then went around Daws’ left and tucked it 
into the net. 

Ryan Donato scores the game-winning shootout goal on Nico Daws in 
the Devils' 4-3 loss to the Kraken. 

Ryan Donato scores the game-winning shootout goal on Nico Daws in 
the Devils’ 4-3 loss to the Kraken. 

Grubauer then saved Tomas Tartar’s shot. After Beniers hit his try off the 
left post, Grubauer stopped Bratt’s shot. Daws saved Daniel Sprong’s try, 
leaving the Devils with one more chance to tie it. But Yegor 
Sharangovich sent his shot off the right post — ending the game. 

Beniers, the No. 2 overall choice in last year’s draft out of Michigan, 
made his NHL debut Tuesday at Calgary. He recorded an assist in a 5-3 
loss. 

His goal Saturday came on a power play and gave the Kraken a 3-2 lead 
at the 16:57 mark of the second period. Defenseman Vince Dunn, 
playing on the left wing side, ripped a shot from the blue line that 
slammed off the inside of the post. The puck dribbled through the blue 
paint toward the right side, and Beniers rushed in to sweep it into the net 
past Daws. 

“Someone had a nice tip, and I’m just crashing the net and it popped out 
to me,” Beniers said. “It was kind of a lucky goal for me — you don’t get 
many of those that pop out and are just sitting there in the crease and 
you just pop it in.” 

Added Hakstol: “The creativity is there, and as he gets more confidence, 
we’ll see more of that.” 

Making his home debut, Beniers said: “It was a lot of fun. Hopefully, we’ll 
put one in the back of the net next time before we get to a shootout. But 
we got the win, and that’s all that matters.” 

Through regulation and overtime, Grubauer and Daws each made 23 
saves. 

Severson had tied it at 3 at 4:55 of the third, lifting a shot from the inside 
edge of the right circle over Grubauer for his 11th. 

The Devils built a 2-1 lead in the first period on Bratt’s 25th goal of the 
season and Boqvist’s eighth — sandwiched around Borgen’s goal that 
tied it at 1. 

New Jersey went 0 for 3 on the power play Saturday. The Devils are 0 for 
24 in their last nine games and 1 for 35 in their last 10 road games. 

“Our power play wasn’t good enough,” New Jersey coach Lindy Ruff 
said. “We could have generated some momentum, we could have 
generated some good energy, but we didn’t. We’ve had some power 
plays that have been good, where we should have scored. 

“We had some looks that we didn’t take advantage of. We could have 
taken a two-goal lead, and that was a letdown for us. That had the 
biggest impact on the game.” 
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LeBrun: It's time for Donald Fehr to orchestrate his exit from the NHLPA 
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Donald Fehr’s time as head of the NHL Players’ Association could be 
coming to an end before next season. 

That much seems more and more evident regardless of whether you’re 
talking to his detractors or his supporters. 

Fehr’s critics were hoping the independent review of the PA’s response 
to Kyle Beach’s sexual assault would lead to his immediate downfall. 
Beach’s allegations against former Blackhawks video coach Brad Aldrich 
led to the team making major changes to its front office after its own 
investigation was conducted. 

Instead, the NHLPA report released Friday by the law firm Cozen 
O’Connor attempts to clear Fehr, the executive director of the NHLPA, 
from any individual wrongdoing. 

Although I would strongly argue, despite what the report says, that there 
absolutely was a systemic failure. 

But the report may actually pave the way for Fehr now to produce a 
succession plan that will lead to new NHLPA leadership, which is 
something even his supporters very much want to see happen as soon 
as possible. 

To be clear, there was pressure for Fehr to come up with a succession 
plan even before this report was commissioned. 

More on that succession plan in a moment. 

First, the report, commissioned by the NHLPA last November in regards 
to “communications with the NHLPA in 2010 and 2011 concerning (Brad) 
Aldrich and Beach’s reports of his behavior.” 

“In sum, after a thorough examination of the contemporaneous record, 
the policies and practices in place at the union at the time, and the 
recollections of each of the parties to the contacts with the NHLPA or the 
SABH (Substance Abuse and Behavioral Health) program, we cannot 
identify any individual wrongdoing or institutional failures of policy or 
procedure by either Fehr, NHLPA personnel, or the SABH program 
concerning the handling of Beach’s reports,” the report says. “Beach’s 
warnings about Aldrich were not addressed on account of 
miscommunication and misunderstanding, rather than any individual or 
systemic failure.” 

Purely from a legal perspective, after talking to a couple of lawyers 
Saturday, I get where the report ends up here, that the gaps in 
information and general lack of memory of events made it difficult for the 
lawyers investigating. 

Having said that, I would argue there actually, surely, was a systemic 
failure based on the very simple fact Beach’s agent tried to warn USA 
Hockey of Aldrich by reaching out to the NHLPA, and in the end, those 
warnings weren’t heeded. 

That is a systemic failure in my books. 

Also troubling is the apparent breakdown in communication after Beach 
was referred to Dr. Brian Shaw from the NHL-NHLPA Player Assistance 
Program (formerly known as SABH) in 2010. 

“Dr. Shaw further recalled to us that during his call, Beach provided a 
graphic account of the alleged incident with Aldrich, declined any 
opportunity for counseling, and instead inquired only whether someone 
from the NHLPA was going to contact USA Hockey,” the Cozen 
O’Connor report says. 

“Dr. Shaw recalled to us that he reassured Beach that someone, either 
from the NHLPA or Beach’s agent, would — meaning that he assumed 
someone would — but at no point told him that he (Dr. Shaw) would do 
so, nor did he identify anyone who would.” 

And while I get that Shaw, as a doctor, would consider any conversation 
he has with a player as privileged, in the end, there was a failure here in 

a lack of communication as far as warning USA Hockey. Which was the 
entire point. 

A source said Saturday that the NHL and NHLPA have already had a 
dialogue about reporting practices and communication within the NHL-
NHLPA Player Assistance Program. It seems like those conversations 
between the league and NHLPA regarding the program have been going 
on for a while now, which could hopefully lead to some meaningful 
change. 

And overall, the Cozen O’Connor report provided the NHLPA’s executive 
board with “several recommendations outlining new processes and 
resources the NHLPA should consider implementing.” 

The NHLPA’s executive board (32 player reps) is expected to continue 
having discussions on this in the coming weeks and months. 

The bottom line, at least one would hope, is that something this critical 
should never again fall through the cracks at the NHLPA. And it appears 
the PA intends to try and make sure of that. 

So where does this leave Fehr? 

Now that the 800-plus players at large in the NHL have access to the full 
independent report, I wonder if they will have questions of their own. 
They should. There’s still plenty in the report to be concerned about if 
you’re a player. 

In the end, though, what I believe most players and player agents are 
hoping for is a smooth transition of power after Fehr announces his 
succession plan, and some think he may do that at the NHLPA executive 
board meetings in July. 

There has been noticeable, mounting pressure on Fehr to come up with 
his succession plan. He is 74, there’s a new CBA negotiation coming in 
five years, and the idea is that the new executive director should have 
enough time in the lead-up to the next CBA to get the full scope of things. 

And there are a number of players and their agents who feel Fehr has 
probably earned the right to bow out on his own terms, despite this last 
chapter perhaps casting a bit of a negative light on his legacy as 
executive director. 

The NHLPA does not have a history of smooth leadership changes. Just 
look at how Bob Goodenow, Ted Saskin and Paul Kelly all left the job. 
Total gong show exits. 

But I also think if the NHLPA is finally going to have a smooth transition 
of power, it needs to ensure that a search committee is put together that 
branches out and looks at a number of candidates. Hopefully some 
outside-the-box candidates. Maybe even people outside of hockey. 
Transparency in the process of hiring the next executive director is 
paramount. 

The idea of just handing over the job to another person without that 
search committee process would be short-sighted. And, I think, would 
lead to the kind of acrimony the NHLPA has had in the past when it 
comes to leadership changes. 

The onus is on Fehr now. He can’t further delay a succession plan. 

Pierre LeBrun has been a senior NHL columnist for The Athletic since 
2017. He has been an NHL Insider for TSN since 2011 following six 
years as a panelist on Hockey Night In Canada. He also appears 
regularly on RDS in Montreal. Pierre previously covered the NHL for 
ESPN.com and The Canadian Press. Follow Pierre on Twitter 
@PierreVLeBrun. 
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How Canadian Nabil Karim went from criminology student to national 
U.S. TV with Turner Sports 
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Sean Fitz-Gerald  

 

In November, when Nabil Karim was preparing for the next biggest move 
of his career, he suddenly hit a roadblock. It was small in stature, but it 
was not easily overcome: His 6-year-old son, Adam, did not want to 
leave his friends in suburban Hartford, Conn., to build a new life in 
suburban Atlanta. 

The father, a sports broadcaster born in Richmond, B.C., and trained at 
the CBC and TSN, had accepted a life-altering job with Turner Sports. He 
was joining an exclusive club of Canadians working at the peak of U.S. 
sports television, if only he could convince his eldest child to join the 
family for the ride. 

Karim tried to make the move sound exciting. He tried to sell the benefits 
of living in the South, with a more forgiving winter climate. He knew his 
son would not remember any of the discussion in 10 years, but they were 
both living in the moment, and the moment was exhausting. 

“I was just so emotionally drained, I felt so bad,” said Karim. “I had the 
worst parenting moment ever: I said, ‘You know what, Adam? I’m going 
to buy you a Nintendo Switch.’” 

It turned out to be an effective pivot — it also cost Karim a dollhouse, for 
his 2-year-old, Hannah — and it set him on a road few from the Lower 
Mainland have taken. The 38-year-old officially launched his career at 
Turner in January, where among other roles he has worked on the 
sidelines and in studio for NHL and NBA coverage. 

He grew up without many role models on the air, with a family that was 
initially skeptical and a backup plan in his pocket, just in case. Karim 
endured a toxic plume of racist audience reaction while at TSN, but also 
built a portfolio that opened a door at ESPN three years ago, where he 
moved to host “SportsCenter.” 

This month, after all the moving (and gentle bribery), Karim will return 
home. He has been assigned as a sideline reporter to cover the first-
round playoff series between the Philadelphia 76ers and Toronto 
Raptors, which will shift to Canada for Game 3 on Wednesday. 

“For me, he’s kind of the broadcasting version of Fred VanVleet,” said 
retired NHL forward Jeff O’Neill, who became friends with Karim when 
they worked together at TSN. “I’m getting emotional just talking about the 
guy. I’m just so proud of him. He just had a belief in himself.” 

“It’s not like a kid from northern Saskatchewan making it to the NHL, 
because there are scouts there — there are people looking for talent in 
Saskatchewan,” said Cabral (Cabbie) Richards, the Canadian sports 
television personality. “It would be like an Australian making it to the 
NHL. There’s no real path to success for Canadians in sports media to 
get there.” 

Karim grew up as the middle child in an Ismaili Muslim family, with his 
father born in Uganda and his mother from Nairobi. He was active in 
sports through public school, but even though he wanted to look into 
sports broadcasting as a career, he did not dare say it aloud: “I was just 
too embarrassed — I didn’t tell anybody.” 

Still, it was something he could never quite shake. The idea hooked deep 
in his psyche when he was in high school, and Farhan Lalji, the TSN 
reporter, spoke to his Grade 10 business class. Lalji was one of the few 
people of colour working in the field, and his presence that day made a 
career feel like a more realistic goal. (Karim still calls Lalji “The O.G.,” 
which Lalji accepts as a compliment while joking it makes him “want to 
hit” Karim for making him feel old.) 

It took time to build up the courage. Karim followed his sister, Shazin, into 
law, figuring he would at least benefit from getting access to her old 
papers and books. For almost three years, he succeeded in becoming an 
uninspired criminology major at Simon Fraser University. 

“We grew up in a family where there was a heavy emphasis on 
education,” said Shazin. “My parents were always of the view: ‘You can 
do your first degree at home, and your second degree, you can do 
abroad or out of province.’” 

Shazin Karim-Prebtani is now an assistant crown attorney in Brampton, 
Ont. Their youngest sibling, Omar, has completed two masters degrees 
and is pursuing his doctorate in higher education while working at 
Vancouver Island University, in Nanaimo, B.C. 

Nabil cut a deal before he graduated. After a long conversation with his 
parents, he enrolled in a night course at the British Columbia Institute of 
Technology. He tried his hand in broadcasting, and he liked it so much 
he developed a five-year plan: If he found work in a major market within 
five years of graduating, he would stick with media. 

If not, it was back to law. 

Karim landed a job in Prince George, B.C., at CKPG. It was the first time 
Karim had lived away from home. When he returned for a visit, a few 
months into his new job, he flopped down to watch television. His parents 
had turned the DVR into an informal archive of his work in Prince 
George, with his mother saying: “We show it to everybody when they 
come over.” 

He eventually made his way to Toronto, for a job with the CBC. Karim 
moved in with his sister for 14 months — “Rent-free,” Shazin said with a 
laugh, “just so we’re all clear” — and continued building his career. 

“He had this wonderfully casual ability to get his personality across on 
television,” said Scott Moore, who was executive director for CBC Sports 
at the time. “What convinced me, when we met him, was that he was 
exactly the same off the air as he is on the air.” 

Kara Wagland, the long-time “SportsCentre” host at TSN, remembers 
hosting a show with Karim in 2015, the night the Blue Jays acquired 
shortstop Troy Tulowitzki as the centrepiece of a major trade with the 
Colorado Rockies. It was breaking news, and the producer wanted the 
hosts to talk about it. 

Karim immediately deferred to his broadcast partner. 

“He kind of looked at me and he’s like, ‘I’m going to let you take this 
one,’” she said. “It was more of a, ‘This is your jam, you love baseball, I’m 
going to let you enjoy this moment.’ He could have talked just as well as I 
could about the acquisition, but I think he could see it in my eyes.” 

Wagland laughed. 

“It’s like, ‘Nabil’s my guy,’” she said. “But I think everybody felt that way 
about him. It wasn’t just me.” 

“He was a bit of a chameleon,” said former TSN anchor Gurdeep 
Ahluwalia. “He could sort of accent other anchors’ strengths, regardless 
of who you were, or what your strengths or weaknesses were.” 

There was a rotation for hosts at “SportsCentre,” depending on the show 
and the day. One day, in the middle of February 2013, Ahluwalia and 
Karim appeared together on the schedule. Many around the office never 
gave it a moment’s notice. 

Karim, though, had a warning for his co-host: “We’re going to get 
absolutely trolled today.” 

He remembered doing the show, then waking up the next morning to see 
“SportsCentre” trending on social media. There were calls from the 
network’s public relations department. 

A decade later, Ahluwalia paraphrased the messages directed at the 
show that night: “Two Brown guys shouldn’t be reading my hockey 
highlights — go read cricket highlights, or whatever.” 

The story was picked up online. 

“I think if it happened again, I would handle it differently,” said Karim. “At 
that time, I just wanted it to go away. Because I worked so hard — I 
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worked so hard — to get to that point, and I just wanted to fit in. I didn’t 
want to be the “Brown guy’ at ‘SportsCentre,’ you know? 

“I just wanted to be ‘That guy at SportsCentre.’” 

Twitter was not new, he said, but its potential for toxicity was not as 
widely understood as today. It was easier to take things personally. 

“When you’re not accepting me as a broadcaster because of the colour 
of my skin and the way I look — and it doesn’t allow me to read a hockey 
highlight? That’s a problem for me,” he said. “That was really hard on me. 
I was like, ‘Is this how it’s always going to be? Because I can’t handle 
this.’” 

If he could go back, Karim said he would have made more of a point to 
stand up for himself rather than trying to play the incident down. 

“I was just trying to survive,” he said. “You’re trying to protect your 
dream.” 

The dream was to one day be part of the big events, the giant 
productions where everyone tuned in for live coverage. Those events are 
rarer in Canada than in the U.S., with TSN and Sportsnet both often able 
to access an American feed for a big event they do not want to pay to 
produce themselves. 

Rarer still to be available were the chairs to host those events. In a 
television sports landscape dominated by two major telecommunications 
companies — Bell (TSN) and Rogers (Sportsnet) — entrenched names 
rarely moved, and new voices could struggle to be heard. 

The U.S. can look attractive. 

“There are just so many more places that do sports in a big way, 
because they’ve got all those regional sports networks,” said Moore, who 
is also the former president of Sportsnet. “There’s a lot more places to 
go.” 

Eventually, the limitations of the Canadian sports television landscape 
became obvious to Karim, who had friends with whom he could speak 
around the network. He had met O’Neill, the retired Hurricanes and 
Maple Leafs forward, in the TSN cafeteria. 

He extended his arm for a handshake. O’Neill went for a fistbump. When 
the two came together, with one hand awkwardly wrapped around a 
closed fist, Karim called it “The Trailer Hitch.” 

“I was really struggling there for a little while at TSN,” said Karim. “I went 
to him.” 

(O’Neill also came over for a visit when Adam was only a few weeks old. 
The infant was inconsolable, and the new parents were out of ideas. 
O’Neill asked if he could hold the baby. “He did this thing where he’s 
rocking Adam, but his knees are bent, in an athletic position,” said Karim. 
“He was bouncing around, and it was the funniest thing ever, but he got 
Adam out.” From that day on, when they needed to calm their son, Karim 
said they “did it the Odog way.”) 

Sam Mitchell, the former Raptors coach working as an analyst with TSN, 
was the voice who suggested moving south. Karim had not given it much 
thought, but with the sense that opportunities were drying up at TSN, he 
thought it was worth a shot. 

In Boston, NESN has a long history of importing Canadian talent. Hazel 
Mae, now a pillar of Blue Jays coverage on Sportsnet, covered the Red 
Sox for the U.S. network. Sarah Davis (TSN) and Nikki Reyes (TSN) both 
worked as NESN. Sophia Jurksztowicz joined NESN as its Bruins 
reporter in 2019. 

Former TSN play-by-play voice Dave Randorf is calling games for the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. Jackie Redmond is a host with NHL Network, and 
in September was announced as a contributor to the hockey coverage at 
Turner Sports. 

Working on both NBA and NHL, as well as March Madness, gives Karim 
a broad national reach. That list gets a bit shorter, in terms of the 
Canadian talent. 

“You have to fight for it,” said Ahluwalia, who is now a morning show host 
at CHFI-FM. “Just like you sort of fought to get into the industry in 
Canada. You have to get an agent in the States. You have to have that 
agent actively shopping you to different networks.” 

Richards returned to Canada in September, as Sportsnet’s executive 
producer of sports betting content, after working with Bleacher Report in 
Las Vegas. 

“He probably feels like his talent is validated,” he said of Karim. “But for 
people who have been riding for Nabil for a long time, we saw it early.” 

“I’m so proud of him, that he’s able to break the barriers in American 
sports,” said Lalji, the Vancouver-based TSN reporter. “Not just hockey, 
but American sport.” 

Karim and his wife, Nasreen, have settled the family into a suburb about 
40 minutes south of Atlanta. (As a point of emphasis, Karim said his wife 
has done all the “heavy lifting” in the move from Connecticut.) When he 
goes into work, he said his locker is next to Shaquille O’Neal. Wayne 
Gretzky is a few doors down, not all that far from Charles Barkley. 

Ernie Johnson, the NBA on TNT host, mentioned Karim’s name as a 
sideline reporter before a game earlier this season. It rendered his phone 
almost unusable. (“It was funny,” said Karim. “Just buzz, buzz, buzz. I 
had to put it on silent because I needed to concentrate on the game.”) 

He said Adam has also adjusted to the new surroundings. They live a 
few minutes away from a park, and every day after school, Adam wants 
to head over to play basketball. He told Karim he wants to play at 
Georgia Tech when he gets older. 

“I’ve been made to feel so comfortable here,” said Karim. “And right 
away, I feel like I just fit in.” 

Sean Fitz-Gerald is a senior national writer for The Athletic. As a 
reporter, he has covered the Olympics, Pan American Games, Super 
Bowl, Grey Cup, NHL playoffs and the NBA playoffs. In 2015, he was 
named sportswriter of the year by Sports Media Canada. Follow Sean on 
Twitter @SeanFitz_Gerald. 
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'The team upstairs just got a hell of a lot better': Islanders and former 
rivals recall the 'gentlemanly' Mike Bossy 

 

Kevin Kurz  

 

The sport of hockey is typically not for the faint of heart. That was 
particularly true in the NHL in the late 1970s and early 1980s, when Mike 
Bossy was trying to make his mark as a young, hotshot goal-scoring 
winger coming out of Laval of the QMJHL, just about a half-hour’s drive 
from where he grew up in Montreal. Bench-clearing brawls, hacking and 
whacking, cross-checks to the small of the back — those were all pretty 
commonplace back then. 

Breaking in with the Islanders, Bossy skated headfirst into some heated 
rivalries. Games against the Rangers next door, and Flyers just a two-
hour ride away on I-95, had a particular edge. These teams didn’t like 
one another, and it showed. 

Bossy died Friday, and tributes came pouring in from all corners of the 
hockey world. Wayne Gretzky expressed his regret. So did Larry 
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Robinson. Some NHL team Twitter accounts paid their respects. So did, 
of course, NHL commissioner Gary Bettman. 

But the mark that Bossy left on the hockey world as both a player and a 
man might be best revealed in what some of his true rivals had to say 
about him — guys who he tormented with his ability to generate that 
timely, backbreaking goal that he so often did as one of the game’s most 
talented pure scorers. 

“I’d see him at Islanders games as an ambassador and stuff. If he’d be 
on the suite level at the Coliseum, he’d make his way around and always 
stop and talk,” said Paul Holmgren, perhaps the toughest Flyers player to 
put on the orange and black after the heyday of the Broad Street Bullies 
a few years earlier, and the eventual GM and president of the 
organization. “Just a very gracious, nice man. That’s the one thing that 
sticks out. A gentlemanly player, that all he did is score — but he was a 
really nice person.” 

John Davidson, now the president of hockey operations for the Blue 
Jackets, was a longtime goaltender for the Rangers and had this to say 
about Bossy: 

“I loved playing against him. Great respect for the way he carried himself. 
His opinions were strong. One of the greatest goal scorers of all time, 
and it was a pleasure — a real pleasure — to play against him. I just wish 
his family well.” 

And, like everyone else, the two former rivals of Bossy had vivid 
memories of his unparalleled ability to put the puck in the back of the net. 

“He had a very quick release and was one of those guys that seemed to 
get lost somewhere in the offensive zone, kind of like Brett Hull,” 
Holmgren said. “If you watch those guys that score lots of goals, they find 
little cracks and little seams in the offensive zone, and then they’d have 
somebody get them the puck and they don’t need a lot of room or time to 
get the shot off. Mike was like that. He could score many different ways. 
And he did.” 

Added Davidson: “Playing against Mike … they were battles. I saw 
(William) Nylander score for Toronto (on Thursday). He went down the 
wing, took a big slap shot and scored. That’s how, in the days of (Guy) 
LaFleur and Bossy, that’s what they did. They came through the wing 
with a big slap shot, right?” 

Robinson, too, was a part of fierce battles between the Montreal 
Canadiens — who also had a stacked roster back then — and the 
Islanders. Defending against Bossy was a a particular challenge. 

“Usually with our goaltenders, all they would say was don’t let Bossy 
shoot,” Robinson recalled. “Bossy was always coming down my side. I 
had to wince when he wound up to take shots. He had a real knack of 
getting himself open. Him and (Bryan) Trottier, I think they were 
connected by one mind. Wherever the one was, the other one was and 
they could always find each other. That’s what made Boss really hard to 
cover.” 

Robinson recalled a conversation he had one day with former NHL 
goaltender Pete Peeters at the 1984 Canada Cup. 

“I (was in the car) with him and we were talking, and he goes, ‘Both my 
shin bones are bruised just from Bossy’s shot.’ He said it would hurt right 
through his pads, that’s how heavy his shots were.” 

Robinson also credited Bossy for helping to tamp down the violence that 
permeated the NHL at that time. Bossy famously didn’t fight, which led to 
him getting a fair amount of abuse, beginning in his junior career. 

“Back then, especially in the Quebec league, they had a lot of crazy, 
crazy people there,” Robinson said. “They knew that he was the only one 
there that was going to beat them. So he had to put up with a lot of crap 
as a junior, and I think that kind of is what started (the trend of) cutting 
out the fighting. … Everybody tried to intimidate him. He wasn’t 
intimidated by all the rough stuff. He just looked at the game from a 
different perspective, and (Gretzky) was a proponent of that, as well.” 

If there were any silver lining to the timing of Bossy’s far-too-soon death 
at age 65, it’s that the Islanders’ subsequent game happened to come in 
Montreal. The province has always had a particular affinity for the NHL’s 
Francophiles, of which Bossy was one, so a pregame tribute was 
inevitable. And special. 

Prior to the two anthems, public address announcer Michel Lacroix 
seamlessly transitioned between French and English — using the former 
to talk about Bossy’s junior career in Laval, and the latter to mention his 
four Stanley Cup championships with the Islanders and eventual Hockey 
Hall of Fame induction. 

Speaking before the game, Islanders head coach Barry Trotz expressed 
his contentment about the game happening so close to where Bossy was 
raised. 

“That’s a good thing, because I know in this province and what he meant 
to Quebec, getting his start here just down the road,” he said. “A great 
ambassador for the Islanders, but a great ambassador for the game of 
hockey. One of the great scorers in the league, one of the great people in 
the league.” 

Martin St. Louis, a Laval native who has helped the Canadiens play 
better hockey since he was named as their head coach on Feb. 10, also 
spoke about Bossy before puck drop, and he relayed a personal 
experience. 

“I had the chance as a young boy to get my end-of-the-year trophy 
handed out to me (and) I have a few pictures with Mike Bossy, which was 
pretty special to get that from this NHL legend,” St. Louis said. “Mike was 
very generous with his time, he was a great human off the ice, 
unbelievable player on the ice, and it’s a sad day for the whole hockey 
community and NHL and his family.” 

What also may be fitting, other than the game’s location, is that the 
Islanders won, 3-0. Further, on a day when the Islanders said goodbye to 
one of their franchise icons, two potential future franchise icons played 
key roles — goalie Ilya Sorokin continued his push to get into the Vezina 
Trophy discussion with a career-high 44 saves, recording his seventh 
shutout of the season in a game that he flat out stole. Noah Dobson, who 
has had a breakthrough second half, scored a third-period goal that gave 
the Islanders a two-goal cushion. 

Meanwhile, the first goal came from Zach Parise, the son of another 
notable player in Islanders history, J.P. Parise, who overlapped with 
Bossy for part of one season in 1977-78. 

“I think there was definitely an extra motivation for us to get the win, 
regardless of how we did it,” Parise said. “It wasn’t the best game we 
played all year, but we hung in there, got great goaltending again. I think 
it was just really important for us to get a win on a day like today.” 

While the game was another positive for the Islanders, 7-3-0 in their last 
10 games, the day won’t be remembered for what happened on the ice 
between two non-playoff teams. 

Instead, it was about honoring one of the league’s all-time greats. 

“Any time I ran into Mike, he was always so gracious and very nice to talk 
to,” Islanders captain Anders Lee said. “He was such a phenomenal 
player and made goal-scoring look easy. For the career that he had and 
the person that he was and the time he gave back to the Islanders, it 
meant a lot to us young players and anyone in the organization to get to 
know someone like that and learn from them even in small 
conversations. 

“It’s a sad day to lose Mike, and our prayers are with him and his family, 
and anyone that was close to him.” 

Added Robinson: “I’m kind of still in shock. … You know they’re sick, but 
nothing ever prepares you for the day when they leave this earth. I’m just 
hoping that he’s in a much better place now. The team upstairs just got a 
hell of a lot better.” 

The Athletic’s Aaron Portzline and Arpon Basu contributed to this report. 
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Kevin Kurz is a staff writer for The Athletic covering hockey in New York, 
focusing on the Islanders. He covered the San Jose Sharks from 2011-
2021, and previously worked in public relations in the Philadelphia Flyers 
organization. Follow Kevin on Twitter @KKurzNHL. 
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NHL style power rankings: AirPods are out, tan is in, a new No. 1 and 
ankle szn 

 

Sara Civian  

 

There comes a time in every man’s life when he must ask himself the 
fundamental question: Socks or no socks? 

Even the most fashionable among us can’t agree on this one. 

“I like no socks,” Victor Hedman told me and Joe Smith after our recent 
chat about the style ranking powerhouse Lightning. 

“Socks for sure, but sometimes you can wear those no-show socks,” 
Mikhail Sergachev offered. “But socks for sure, because feet smell. You 
should always wear socks.” 

“It depends on the game, it depends on the situation, it depends on the 
event,” Pierre-Edouard Bellemare said. “Let’s say it’s a Christmas game, 
then you have some crazy socks. In Tampa with the weather, I have nice 
ankles, I have to show them off.” 

Now that it’s getting warmer everywhere, ankle szn is rapidly 
approaching. In The Athletic’s previous style power rankings, we saw 
those spring looks starting to bloom around the league, and now 
everyone is catching up, with some players on hot streaks dressing up 
for the occasion. 

Who ranks this week? Let’s get into it. 

10. All of the Masters looks 

Debuting at No. 10 

I appreciate the effort! Go golf! Woo! 

9. Josh Anderson, ft. Joel Edmundson 

Debuting at No. 9 

I don’t dislike Edmundson’s outfit (on the left above) enough to totally 
write him out of the rankings (though I prefer his crop tops), but Anderson 
(right) is the clear subject of this tweet. I like it ahead of Easter. 

8. Anthony Duclair 

Previously: No. 3 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 3 

Simple, refined, consistent. Three pillars we love here at the style 
rankings. 

7. Mikhail Sergachev 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 2 

Mikhail Sergachev. (Courtesy of the Lightning) 

It looks like tan is in this April, and I appreciate the two-tone brown going 
on, here. What really puts this outfit on the map for me is the size of the 
tie, it’s almost like a prop, it reminds me of the Talking Heads or Patrick 

Bateman or something, but the slicked-back hair might also have 
something to do with that. 

6. Mathieu Joseph 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 3 

I’m thrilled to report that the Senators are keeping up with the Joseph 
outfit content after his trade from Tampa Bay. Joseph showed up to his 
new team with some expectedly strong looks, and we can all exhale 
because it looks like we’ll continue to see them. 

I also want to talk about headphones as accessories. The kids are telling 
me that AirPods are officially OUT. Maybe Joseph is confirming this, or 
maybe he’s just a sound-quality buff. 

5. Roope Hintz, ft. the Dallas Finns 

Debuting at No. 5 

And again on the right here: 

The maroon three-piece Suit with a white tie? Say no more! The maroon 
and black combo is a classic, but it’s all anyone ever seems to do with 
maroon. I like the white-on-white shirt-tie combo, too. 

As for the rest of the Finns, what do you think they’re talking about in this 
picture? This is giving me sort of the “cheerleader effect,” where on their 
own they aren’t individually making the list, but the combination of Hintz’s 
standalone outfit and the collective aura of the group of Dallas Finns 
can’t be denied. 

4. David Pastrnak 

Previously: Disqualified for outfit repeating 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 1 

I know this won’t be everyone’s cup of tea, but I adore everything about 
it. The tan suit, the sneakers, the man bun, the confidence. I don’t know if 
you all truly understand how impressive it is that Pastrnak keeps finding a 
way to show up in something different when his only option for pregame 
attire is suits. 

3. P.K. Subban 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 2 

Subban is known for his flash and willingness to take fashion risks, so it’s 
funny this simple look is one of my all-time favorites. 

You don’t see a gray-green combo every day. Personally, I’d never think 
to put these two colors together. Yet the pop of green does so much to 
pull this outfit together and take it to the next level. 

2. The Buffalo Sabres 

Debuting at No. 2 

The Sabres went all-in on a lovely tribute to longtime play-by-play 
announcer Rick Jeanneret, who is in his final season. The event featured 
all players and even coach Don Granato rocking Jeanneret’s trademark 
suspenders and/or turtlenecks. I love that they didn’t just mail it in, and 
some players added their own personal flair to the look. Well done and 
classy! 

1. Cole Caufield 

Debuting at No. 1 

I want to be very clear: I don’t think Caufield has actually had the best 
outfits around the league in the first half of April. But context matters, and 
it’s awesome to see a guy growing into his game and into his style at the 
same time. There’s a clear correlation between him trying some different 
looks and the way he’s been scoring recently. I love that it seems like 
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he’s feeling confident enough now to wear what he actually wants to 
wear. 

Isn’t that what fashion is all about? 

Sara Civian is a Staff Writer for The Athletic, covering the Hurricanes. 
Before The Athletic she covered the Boston Bruins for WEEI 93.7-FM. 
She spent the five years prior at Penn State, where she served as 
managing editor for Onward State. Follow Sara on Twitter @saracivian. 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.17.2022 

1241830 Websites 

 

ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - Showdown Saturday 
includes Wild-Blues, Avalanche-Hurricanes, Penguins-Bruins, Knights-
Oilers 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

We're officially less than two weeks away from the final day of the 2021-
22 NHL regular season, and while every day removes some of the 
mystery about the playoff field -- with clinchings and eliminations 
throughout the league -- it also serves to clarify which clubs are the true 
Stanley Cup contenders. As it happens, today's schedule includes four 
dynamite matchups featuring teams that have clinched a spot or are 
fighting for a berth. 

First up is the Pittsburgh Penguins vs. the Boston Bruins at 12:30 ET. 
The Penguins just earned their postseason ticket this week, and are 
currently poised to face the New York Rangers in the first round. The 
Bruins are on the verge of clinching, and as the East's first wild card have 
a matchup with the Carolina Hurricanes looming. Pittsburgh won the sole 
matchup between these two clubs thus far, 4-2 on Feb. 8, and they'll 
meet again on April 21. 

Next on the docket is the St. Louis Blues hosting the Minnesota Wild at 3 
ET (ABC, ESPN+). This is the current No. 2 vs. No. 3 matchup in the 
Central Division, and St. Louis has won both previous games thus far this 
season. Something tells us this game could mean a little more than the 
rest of each team's respective schedules down the stretch. 

With opening puck drop one hour after Wild-Blues gets started, the 
Vegas Golden Knights visit the Edmonton Oilers at 4 ET. The Knights are 
currently out of the playoff mix, two points behind the Nashville Predators 
and Dallas Stars (the two West wild cards), and one point behind the Los 
Angeles Kings for the No. 3 spot in the Pacific Division. They don't need 
to win every game down the stretch -- but they'd better not lose too 
many, either. As for the Oilers, they are one spot ahead of the Kings in 
the Pacific's No. 2 position, so in theory, this game is another first-round 
preview should things fall a certain way down the stretch. 

And oh yeah, the two guys taken 1-2 in the 2015 draft will go head-to-
head here, as Connor McDavid and Jack Eichel meet for the first time 
with the latter in a Knights sweater following his trade from Buffalo. 

Finally, the Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina Hurricanes head to 
Denver to take on the Central Division-leading Colorado Avalanche at 9 
ET. We keep repeating the notion that certain games are a "Stanley Cup 
Final series preview," but given the relentless approach to the sport that 
each of these teams takes, we really mean it here. Be sure to check this 
one out, to further familiarize yourself with two teams that should be 
playing well into June. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available to stream on ESPN+. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at Boston Bruins, 12:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Detroit Red Wings at New York Rangers, 12:30 p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks at Nashville Predators, 12:30 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at St. Louis Blues, 3 p.m. (ABC, ESPN+) 

Vegas Golden Knights at Edmonton Oilers, 4 p.m. 

Philadelphia Flyers at Buffalo Sabres, 7 p.m. 

Washington Capitals at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Winnipeg Jets at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 

San Jose Sharks at Dallas Stars, 8 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Colorado Avalanche, 9 p.m. 

Arizona Coyotes at Calgary Flames, 10 p.m. 

New Jersey Devils at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

New York Islanders 3, Montreal Canadiens 0 

Florida Panthers 6, Winnipeg Jets 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 
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Points: 112 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ OTT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. WPG (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Boston Bruins 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ NYR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. PHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. WSH (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ COL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. DET (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 
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Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ MTL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ TOR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ SEA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ BUF (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

x - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 114 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. CAR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ STL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

St. Louis Blues 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. MIN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. CHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 90% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. SJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 89% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 
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Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 6 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ NSH (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

Calgary Flames 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. ARI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. VGK (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 88 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 50% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ EDM (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 63% 

Tragic number: 12 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. DAL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 10% 

Tragic number: 9 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: @ DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 9 

Next game: vs. NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 
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Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 52 

Regulation wins: 20 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 24 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 21 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 18 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 30 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Mark Giordano's heroics pace Maple Leafs to thrilling OT 
win over Senators 

 

KANATA, Ont. – After 15 years embroiled in the Battle of Alberta, Mark 
Giordano finally got a taste of the NHL’s other provincial rivalry. 

And, oh, how sweet it is. 

Giordano accepted a beautiful 90-foot pass from William Nylander in 
overtime. His 38-year-old legs chugged in with a burst on Ottawa 
Senators goaltender Anton Forsberg. And Giordano snapped the clock-
freezer short side, a shot as clean as his shaven dome. 

Giordano’s snipe capped off a thrilling 5-4 comeback victory and become 
the oldest Toronto Maple Leaf in history to score in overtime. 

John Tavares embraced the new old guy from the left, Auston Matthews 
hugged him from the right, and the rest of these Leafs – hunting the 
franchise’s best regular season – swarmed in with smiles. 

“Anytime you score, it usually feels pretty good. But the game-winners 
are something that you always remember, for sure,” Giordano said. “It 
was a pretty fun game to play.” 

Giordano wasn’t recruited to light lamps for his boyhood team. He was 
acquired at the trade deadline to box out the net-front, to make safe 
decisions in his own zone and to smartly snap the puck up to Toronto’s 
elite forwards. 

To see Giordano not only set up two goals in the Leafs’ latest rally but 
clinch two coveted points with his blade is both a bonus and a boost. 

“It's big. Those are big goals,” head coach Sheldon Keefe said. “The type 
of goals that gets the team to really rally and celebrate. So, it's a 
deserving moment for a guy like him that’s just come in here and done an 
excellent job for us.” 

Alexander Kerfoot has been a Toronto Maple Leaf long enough to know 
the rebuilding Senators refuse to surrender free points to their provincial 
rivals. 
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He understood the 40-point standings gap between the two clubs would 
not translate on the ice, no matter how many fans supporting the playoff-
bound side trekked hours east along the 401 in attempt to turn Saturday 
into a bonus home game. 

“They’ve played us well since I’ve been on this team. They’ve got a lot of 
skill up front. A younger team that’s playing every game down the stretch 
with nothing to lose,” Kerfoot said before the game. 

“We know they’ll be up for it. If we’re not ready to go, they can take it to 
us.” 

That they did in the opening period. 

Sure, the Maple Leafs controlled the run of play. 

But they also failed to cash in on their power plays for the fourth 
consecutive game and surrendered the night’s best chance when Justin 
Holl and T.J. Brodie both got caught deep. 

Brady Tkachuk and Tim Stützle charged the other way on a 2-on-0, and 
the 20-year-old German finished with flare, flying into the end glass in 
celebration of the night’s first strike. 

“We made a dumb mistake to let them get the 2-on-0. At the time, we 
were carrying the play and we were in full control,” Keefe said. 

A Michael Del Zotto point blast doubled the Sens lead, temporarily 
quieting the mostly blue and white crowd out of it. 

“We don’t want to hand anyone anything,” Ottawa coach D.J. Smith said 
before the game. “You’re not just gonna come in and walk all over us. 
Our effort will be there. 

“We want to be known as that – you’ll never get a freebie against us.” 

Toronto rallied in a much more entertaining second period, with a trio of 
goals from Kyle Clifford (his first of the season), a resurgent Michael 
Bunting and a snipe by Mitch Marner. 

Giordano shines for Leafs with overtime winner in first taste of Battle of 
Ontario 

Ottawa got one more from Dylan Grambrell, setting the stage at 3-3 
heading into the third. 

Stützle pounced on a sloppy own-zone giveaway by Ilya Lyubushkin and 
whipped his second past Erik Källgren to restore the lead, the 
sophomore’s 20th of the season. 

"He's going to be a great player in this league for a long time,” Marner 
said. 

But Marner’s second of the night — a greasy, crash-the-crease marker 
off his boot — tied the game again and riled the crowd, which erupted 
into voluminous support for the visitors. 

“The ‘Go! Leafs! Go!’ chant was as strong as it gets. So, that's amazing. 
And that fuels us,” Bunting beamed. 

It fueled Toronto through a wild fourth-period finish, punctuated by 
Giordano’s heroic exclamation point. 

“There was a good buzz going every time you went out for shifts,” 
Giordano said. 

“I've been really impressed with the attitude of the team. The guys, you 
can tell, they expect to win every night.” 

Now all but cemented into the Atlantic Division’s second seed, the Maple 
Leafs will zip home to play the second half of their Easter weekend back-
to-back Sunday against the lottery-bound New York Islanders. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Former Islanders captain John Tavares said Mike Bossy (rest in peace) 
was a tremendous person and was of great support to him, particularly in 
his first few years in the Show. 

“(He) just loved the game and loved to talk hockey and, specifically, goal 
scoring,” Tavares recalled. “If not the best, he was one of the best at it 
and was part of one of the best dynasties in NHL history and had a 
remarkable career. 

“It was cool for me to talk to him about what made him a great player and 
how he saw the game. Those are the things that you cherish most and 
that always stick with you.” 

• The Maple Leafs’ power play has been blanked in its past 17 
opportunities, with a shorthanded goal against. 

“Last three games (it) hasn't been good, but before that we were running 
at 42 per cent over an eight-game segment,” Keefe countered. “Let's not 
get too carried away with it not going well for a little bit.” 

• A smiling William Nylander at least has a sense of humour about his 
career-worst and team-worst dash-15: “I was joking with some of the 
guys. I say, 'If you guys want a minus, come play with me.’” 

How can the Maple Leafs take out the Lightning in a potential playoff 
matchup? 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 6:33 

• Senators coach D.J. Smith is flattered to hear his name kicked around 
as a candidate to be behind Team Canada’s bench at next month’s world 
championships in Finland. 

“If I can get the opportunity, I’ll certainly be available,” Smith said. “We’ll 
see what happens here. I’ve never been to the world championships.” 

• Keefe and Raptors head coach Nick Nurse were texting playoff well 
wishes to each other Friday. They stay in touch, and Keefe uses Nurse 
as a resource for coaching in this market. 

“It's definitely an exciting time to be a sports fan in Toronto, no question,” 
said Keefe, who’s also keeping tabs on the Blue Jays. 

“There's been lots of reasons for us to pay attention and follow along and 
try to learn what we can from (the Raptors), but also just to see the 
excitement they've been able to generate for our city.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames not taking foot off gas after officially clinching 
playoff spot 

 

CALGARY — The Calgary Flames’ season started with the simple hope 
of getting back to the playoffs. 

It has progressed to the point where twice in the last month the 
Saddledome faithful have punctuated blowouts with chants of “We Want 
10.” 

Under the tutelage of Darryl Sutter the bar has certainly been raised 
’round these parts. 

That happens when a team is dynamic enough to turn a 1-0 deficit 30 
seconds in, into a 9-1 slaughter. 

Okay, the opposition was bottom-feeding Arizona. 

Nonetheless, you can’t blame a raucous gathering of Dome dwellers for 
being in a celebratory mood.   

In the same week Johnny Gaudreau eclipsed the 100-point mark, his 
team finally followed suit. 
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Given where Gaudreau and his Flames were a year ago, a pretty healthy 
debate could be had around which century mark is more surprising. 

Heck, we could add a third one in there soon, as Matthew Tkachuk is 
now just four points away from triple-digits. 

Either way, the resurrection of Gaudreau and Tkachuk has played a huge 
role in Saturday’s confirmation that the Flames have officially had their 
ticket punched to the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

An Edmonton Oilers win earlier in the day over Vegas put an x beside the 
Flames in the standings where they’re also likely days away from 
clinching the Pacific Division. 

Yet, there they were Saturday night, lining up against the NHL’s worst 
team with the exact same lineup Sutter hopes to open the post-season 
with. 

No rest unless you’re injured, as Sutter has proclaimed. 

“I don’t really care about the game, all I’ve got to say is, friggin’, with two 
weeks left in the season we made the playoffs,” said Sutter, whose club 
moved to 101 points with seven games left.  

“Give the players lots of credit. That’s all that matters. There isn’t 
anybody in this room that would have said that six months ago.” 

Indeed, the tide has turned dramatically in Calgary, much like Saturday’s 
game in which the Flames trailed 1-0 after one, only to explode with four 
goals in 2:33 to open the second. 

Given how stunning the franchise’s turnaround has been after going 
through a coaching change and missing the playoffs last season, 
something like a nine-goal celebration is hardly surprising anymore. 

By night’s end Gaudreau, Tkachuk and linemate Elias Lindholm each 
had four points apiece to get the party started. 

“It’s a huge accomplishment for our team from where we were at last 
year and where we are this year,” said Gaudreau, who now has 105 
points. 

“I’m proud of the guys in the locker room. We’ve got to try to put 
ourselves in a good spot for the rest of the year and try to get home ice 
the rest of the playoffs and get ready for round one.” 

This team is amongst Cup contenders now with the brawn, balance, 
goaltending, goal scoring and structure to make plenty of teams around 
the league painfully aware the Flames are still the hottest team in the 
NHL since the all-star game. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

One of the questions now revolves around how Sutter will go about trying 
to help the club maintain its winning ways through seven more games of 
regular season play. 

Three years ago, when the Flames clinched the west conference regular 
season crown at roughly the same time, the team struggled to maintain 
their intensity and dominance down the stretch. 

Five games into their first round series against a surging Colorado club 
that year, the Flames were unceremoniously bounced, leaving a mark all 
Flames veterans keep vowing they’ve learned from. 

We’ll see, as the balance of the schedule is filled with a mishmash of 
playoff misses (Chicago, Vancouver, Winnipeg), as well as teams also 
doing their best to position themselves for the spring showcase (Dallas, 
Nashville twice, and Minnesota). 

“Just looking back at that 2018-19 year we had guys sitting and guys 
resting for the playoffs and we just kind of took our foot off the gas,” said 
Gaudreau. 

“We can’t do that this year. We have to keep getting better every single 
game and try not to relax and get comfortable just because you’re in the 
playoffs. That’s something that sat with me since that year and I think a 
lot of guys on our team this year were a part of that and we learned from 
that.” 
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