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Hurricanes recall goalie Pyotr Kochetkov after injury to Frederik Andersen 

By Justin Pelletier 

The Carolina Hurricanes wasted little time bringing in 
reinforcements after a tough night for injuries in Colorado on 
Saturday. 

The Canes called up goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov from the 
AHL’s Chicago Wolves on Sunday, the first call up to the 
NHL for the Canes’ 2019 second-round draft pick. 

Carolina’s immediate need for a goaltender arose in the third 
period Saturday night, at the tail end of a 7-4 loss to the 
league-leading Avalanche. 

With the Avs on one of their many odd-man rushes, 
Andersen went behind the net to slow the puck down. As he 
batted the puck away, he slipped backward into the crease 
and his left knee bent a bit awkwardly. He recovered quickly, 
though, and made a nice left-pad stop on a shot from the left 
side of the zone. 

He slid to his left to follow the puck, and when he tried to 
plant his left skate to stop at the proper angle, his knee 
appeared to buckle again. He rolled to his front side as the 
play moved up the ice, stretched in a pushup-like motion and 
remained in the game. 

A short time later, however, Andersen pushed off the left 
post, reacting to a pass from behind the net into the lower 
right circle. He squared to the shot, kicked it aside, but 
appeared to again tweak his left leg. This time, he stayed 
down on the ice, burying his head in his gloves. 

After a brief exchange with the team’s trainer, Andersen was 
helped off the ice and did not return, replaced by Antti 
Raanta for the final five minutes of the game. 

After the game, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour provided little 
information, saying only, “… it doesn’t look good. Like you 
say, it’s a tough night.” 

Sunday, a published report said Andersen will undergo an 
MRI to determine the extent of any injuries he may have 
sustained. 

Who is Pyotr Kochetkov? 

Kochetkov signed a two-year, entry-level deal with the 
Hurricanes in May 2021, and the Canes loaned him to 
Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod of the KHL for the first part of the 
season. Kochetkov, 22, posted a 10-10-2 record, 2.23 goals-
against average, .926 save percentage and two shutouts in 
23 appearances, finishing tied for sixth in the KHL in save 
percentage. 

After the KHL announced it would move directly to the 
playoffs following the Olympics, and with his team 
eliminated, Kochetkov was clear to cross the ocean and 
begin his career with the Canes’ AHL affiliate in Chicago. 

In 15 games with the Wolves, Kochetkov has impressed. 
He’s 13-1-1 with a 2.09 goals-against average and .921 save 
percentage. He’s allowed only 31 goals in 15 games played. 

Kochetkov has also displayed a fiery personality in Chicago. 
In early April, during the third period of a game against the 
Milwaukee Admirals that featured plenty of rough play, 
several players — including the Admirals’ goalie — joined a 
fracas behind the Milwaukee net. 

Kochetkov made a beeline from his own cage to try and join 
the melee, but was intercepted by officials part of the way 
there. 

With his spirited play Kochetkov has quickly endeared 
himself to his Chicago teammates. 

“I think since the day he got in the locker room, we’ve loved 
him,” Wolves forward and top Canes prospect Jack Drury 
said after the game. “He’s a great team guy. His play speaks 
for itself. I don’t think I’ve ever seen a goalie be so good at 
playing the puck. He makes the saves and he can do things 
like that.” 

Kochetkov was also a star in junior hockey. He was named 
best goaltender at the 2019 IIHF World Junior Championship 
after earning a 4-1 record, 1.45 goals-against average and 
.953 save percentage to lead his home country to a bronze 
medal. 
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'Canes recall Kochetkov on an emergency basis 

By Kacy Hintz 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Don Waddell, President and General 
Manager of the National Hockey League’s Carolina 
Hurricanes, today announced that the team has recalled 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov from the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League (AHL) on an emergency basis. 

The emergency basis comes after Freddie Andersen was 
injured late in a 7-4 loss to league-leading Colorado on 
Saturday night. After playing the puck behind the n et, 
Andersen appears to slip backwards in the crease, and after 
fighting to get up he would recover and looked to shake off 
his left knee. 

Shortly after Andersen would make a point-blank pad save 
and would go down and stay down. He would be helped off 
the ice and Antti Raanta would finish the final five minutes of 
the game, 

Coming in to last night's game, Andersen was tied for the a 
league-best 35 wins on the season with a GAA of 2.17 which 
is is second in the league,. 

As for Kochetkov, the 22-year-old started the 2021-22 
season with Nizhny Novgorod of the Kontinental Hockey 
League (KHL), posting a 10-10-2 record, 2.23 goals-against 
average, .926 save percentage and two shutouts in 23 

appearances and finishing tied for sixth in the KHL in save 
percentage. He was reassigned to Chicago on Feb. 15 at the 
conclusion of the KHL’s regular season, and he has earned a 
13-1-1 record, 2.09 goals-against average and .921 save 
percentage in 15 games with the Wolves. The 6’3”, 205-
pound goaltender was named the AHL’s Rookie of the Month 
for March after starting his North American tenure with a 7-0-
1 record and ultimately improved to 11-0-1 before suffering 
his only AHL regulation loss against Texas on April 13. 

Kochetkov has played 49 career KHL games with Sochi, St. 
Petersburg, Vityaz and Nizhny Novgorod from 2018-22, 
posting a 16-25-3 record, 2.48 goals-against average, .920 
save percentage and three shutouts. He also registered an 
11-13-4 record, 2.19 goals-against average, .925 save 
percentage and two shutouts in 33 career games with 
Penza, Ryazan and SKA-Neva of the VHL, Russia’s second-
highest professional league. The Kazan, Russia, native was 
named Best Goaltender at the 2019 IIHF World Junior 
Championship after earning a 4-1 record, 1.45 goals-against 
average and .953 save percentage to lead his home country 
to a bronze medal. Kochetkov was selected by Carolina in 
the second round, 36th overall, of the 2019 NHL Draft and 
signed a two-year, entry-level contract with the Hurricanes 
on May 1, 2021. 
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Preview: Canes at Coyotes 

By Walt Ruff  

GLENDALE, AZ. - The Carolina Hurricanes hope to conclude 
their quick trip west on a high note, meeting the Arizona 
Coyotes on Monday night. 

When: Monday, April 18, 10 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 48-20-8 (104 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 7-4 Loss to the Colorado Avalanche on 
Saturday, April 16. 

Coyotes Record: 22-48-5 (49 Points, 8th - Central Division) 

Coyotes Last Game: 9-1 Loss to the Calgary Flames on 
Saturday, April 16. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:   

 Sunday, October 31: Pesce scores power play goal 
with under three minutes remaining in regulation, 
extends Carolina's franchise-best start to 8-0-0. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes fell behind 4-0 in the first 23 
minutes against Colorado on Saturday, a hole that wound up 
too big to dig out of. To add salt to the wound, the team also 
lost Jordan Staal, their best offensive weapon as of late, and 
Frederik Andersen, one of the top statistical goaltenders in 
the NHL all season, to injury in the third period. 

Health Updates: Carolina did not practice Sunday, therefore 
no further updates were available on either Staal or 
Andersen. 

Staal Score: Before the Canes' captain departed the game 
after being hit by Cale Makar, #11 had scored twice against 
Colorado, his third multi-goal contests in 10 days. With eight 
goals in his last six games played, nobody on the team has 
been hotter than Staal, who has now upped his season total 
to 16 goals, with 14 of them coming after the All-Star break. 

Kochetkov O'Clock: Although there was not an update 
available on the Andersen Sunday, the team did recall 

goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov on an emergency basis from the 
Chicago Wolves. The 22-year-old started the season in the 
KHL, posting a .926 SV% for Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod 
before their shortened season came to a close. After making 
the move to North American in February, Kotchetkov then 
dominated the AHL, posting a 13-1-1 record with a .921 
SV%. Now, his time has come to wear a Canes sweater. 

Power Play Skid Snapped: The Canes entered Saturday 
night in Denver on an unfortunate streak of 0-for-17 on the 
power play. It had become a topic of both discussion and 
frustration surrounding the team, but Andrei Svechnikov was 
able to break that tough stretch during the third period. Both 
Rod Brind'Amour and the players alike have stated that it's 
something they want to get righted before the playoffs begin, 
so keep an eye on the man advantage tonight. 

30 For Andre: Svechnikov's tally against the Avs was his 
30th of the year, marking the first time in his career that he's 
hit that number. #37 enters tonight with five points in his last 
four games. 

DeAngelo Is Dishin': Tony DeAngelo recorded his 38th assist 
of the season on Saturday, now tying him with Frantisek 
Kaberle for the second-most in any Canes single-season. 
The only player to ever record more is Joni Pitkanen, who 
had 40 during the 2009-10 season. 

Local Ties: In addition to DeAngelo, Jordan Martinook, Antti 
Raanta and Max Domi have all played for Arizona in their 
careers. 

A Look At The Other Side: A difficult season for the Coyotes 
has been extra trying as of late, as they've now lost six in a 
row and been outscored 38-7 during that stretch. As the 
numbers indicate, they've struggled to generate offense, 
producing a league-low 24.6 shots per game over the course 
of those six games. The team is also now without their 
leading scorer, Clayton Keller, who suffered a broken leg on 
March 31 after publishing 63 points in 67 games. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Max Domi's first goal with the 
Canes will be his 100th of his NHL career. Teuvo Teravainen 
is two goals shy of 100 as a member of the team. 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters tonight. 
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More than 300 full-season plan holders made their way to 
Colorado for the group's annual adventure 

By Walt Ruff  

DENVER, CO. - After Sebastian Aho found the back of the 
net Saturday night against the Colorado Avalanche, a louder 
than normal roar of cheers rang out for the visitors inside Ball 
Arena. 

A "Let's Go Canes" chant followed, forcing the home fans to 
rival with a response of their own. 

The culprits of the cheers and chants? 

A group of 300 Canes Season Ticket Members (STMs) who 
made the trek west for the colossal late-season meeting, 
letting their support be known. 

Upon the entrance of the Vegas Golden Knights into the 
National Hockey League for the 2017-18 season, several 
Canes fans expressed interest in taking a group for the 
team's first-ever game at T-Mobile Arena. So, the Canes 
ticketing department, headed by Vice President Sara Daniel, 
put together a trip that wound up being just shy of 100 
people. 

A great success, they then followed that up with another 
venture to Vegas the next year - this time with a party of 
more than 100 tagging along. The next year? Again, with 
even more. 

Fast-forward a few seasons and now with the ability to 
comfortably take a contingent on the road again, the demand 
for an STM event at an away game hit a new high. Already 
having hit the strip three times, the crew set their sights on a 
different NHL city. 

After a trio of memorable journeys to Sin City, the Caniacs 
took the Mile High City by storm. 

With plenty of red, black and white visible around Denver 
leading up to puck drop Saturday, the crew made their way 
to Brooklyn's at Ball Arena, a popular sports bar right across 
the street from the site of the evening's matchup, pregame. 
Filling the second floor of the establishment to maximum 
capacity, Canes STMs were treated to dinner, a portion of 
the package that they signed up for, which also included a 
ticket to the game and a commemorative rally towel. 

"This is incredible," Sue Bohnsack, long-time supporter of 
the Canes began with plain to see happiness at the event. 
"When we first did this in Vegas there were limited numbers. 
Now, you get to meet people that maybe you don't know, or 
that you've seen at the games before." 

"The comradery is great," Glenn Gorham echoed. An STM 
since the team moved to North Carolina, Gorham raved over 
having a setting where Caniacs could come together in 
addition to their time at PNC Arena.  

"You get a chance to meet fellow Season Ticket Members, 
share the old-time stories and then together you get to make 
the new memories. It's really amazing." 

While at the end of the night the final result may not have 
gone the Canes way, the discussions about where next 
year's trip should be to were already underway. 

With Nashville, Seattle and Chicago as some of the first 
cities shouted by the group, ultimately one of the biggest 
factors in making the decision for next year will be finding a 
team that is willing to allow the opposing fan base to 
purchase several hundred tickets. Now with annual growth 
and the 300-person mark eclipsed, the group is already 
eager for news on where the 2022-23 schedule will take 
them and to see how many fellow Caniacs will be joining 
them. 
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Carolina visits Arizona after Staal’s 2-goal game 

Carolina Hurricanes (48-20-8, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Arizona Coyotes (22-48-5, eighth in the Central) 

Glendale, Arizona; Monday, 10 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina visits the Arizona Coyotes after 
Jordan Staal scored two goals in the Hurricanes’ 7-4 loss to 
the Avalanche. 

The Coyotes are 10-25-1 at home. Arizona averages 10.4 
penalty minutes per game, the fourth-most in the NHL. Liam 
O’Brien leads the team serving 106 total minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 21-12-4 on the road. Carolina ranks 
eighth in the NHL averaging 5.8 assists per game, led by 
Tony DeAngelo with 0.7. 

In their last meeting on Oct. 31, Carolina won 2-1. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Clayton Keller leads the Coyotes with 
28 goals and has 63 points. Nick Schmaltz has 7 points over 
the last 10 games for Arizona. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 76 points, scoring 
35 goals and collecting 41 assists. Staal has eight goals and 
three assists over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Coyotes: 2-8-0, averaging 1.6 goals, 2.6 
assists, 3.6 penalties and 9.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
5.3 goals per game with an .852 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 4-5-1, averaging 2.9 goals, 5.2 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 8.6 penalty minutes while giving up three goals 
per game with an .885 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Coyotes: Christian Fischer: out (lower-body), 
Jakob Chychrun: out (ankle), Lawson Crouse: out (hand), 
Clayton Keller: out for season (lower-body). 

Hurricanes: None listed

 

 

 

 

 

Kochetkov joins Canes 

The Chicago Wolves announced Sunday that goaltender 
Pyotr Kochetkov has been recalled from loan by the NHL’s 
Carolina Hurricanes on an emergency basis. 

The 22-year-old rookie from Penza, Russia, has produced a 
13-1-1 record with a 2.09 goals-against average and a .921 
save percentage in 15 games for the Wolves since making 
his North American professional debut on Feb. 19. He was in 
goal Saturday night when the Wolves clinched their fifth 
Central Division title in the last six years. 

In March, Kochetkov was honored as the American Hockey 
League’s Rookie of the Month as he posted a 7-0-1 record 
with a 1.74 GAA and a .937 save percentage. 

From March 5 to April 9, Kochetkov enjoyed a 10-game 
streak where he allowed no more than two goals in any 
game. 

The Wolves have six regular-season games remaining 
before the Calder Cup Playoffs — starting with the Rockford 
IceHogs’ visit to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. Tuesday for Craft 
Beer Night. To find the best tickets for the rest of the regular 
season or the playoffs, contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260500132.html 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-recall-kochetkov-on-an-emergency-basis/20240093/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-coyotes/c-333110442 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-season-ticket-member-trip-to-denver-brings-strong-support/c-333086178 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-arizona-mens-hockey-3bfbe5e7b5be4abd92335bd156b93576 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/17/kochetkov-joins-canes/ 
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Hurricanes recall goalie Pyotr Kochetkov after injury to Frederik 
Andersen 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED APRIL 17, 2022 1:38 PM 

 

The Canes called up goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov from the AHL’s 
Chicago Wolves on Sunday, the first call up to the NHL for the Canes’ 
2019 second-round draft pick. 

Carolina’s immediate need for a goaltender arose in the third period 
Saturday night, at the tail end of a 7-4 loss to the league-leading 
Avalanche. 

With the Avs on one of their many odd-man rushes, Andersen went 
behind the net to slow the puck down. As he batted the puck away, he 
slipped backward into the crease and his left knee bent a bit awkwardly. 
He recovered quickly, though, and made a nice left-pad stop on a shot 
from the left side of the zone. 

He slid to his left to follow the puck, and when he tried to plant his left 
skate to stop at the proper angle, his knee appeared to buckle again. He 
rolled to his front side as the play moved up the ice, stretched in a 
pushup-like motion and remained in the game. 

A short time later, however, Andersen pushed off the left post, reacting to 
a pass from behind the net into the lower right circle. He squared to the 
shot, kicked it aside, but appeared to again tweak his left leg. This time, 
he stayed down on the ice, burying his head in his gloves. 

After a brief exchange with the team’s trainer, Andersen was helped off 
the ice and did not return, replaced by Antti Raanta for the final five 
minutes of the game. 

After the game, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour provided little 
information, saying only, “… it doesn’t look good. Like you say, it’s a 
tough night.” 

Sunday, a  

Published report said Andersen will undergo an MRI to determine the 
extent of any injuries he may have sustained. 

WHO IS PYOTR KOCHETKOV? 

Kochetkov signed a two-year, entry-level deal with the Hurricanes in May 
2021, and the Canes loaned him to Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod of the 
KHL for the first part of the season. Kochetkov, 22, posted a 10-10-2 
record, 2.23 goals-against average, .926 save percentage and two 
shutouts in 23 appearances, finishing tied for sixth in the KHL in save 
percentage. 

After the KHL announced it would move directly to the playoffs following 
the Olympics, and with his team eliminated, Kochetkov was clear to cross 
the ocean and begin his career with the Canes’ AHL affiliate in Chicago. 

In 15 games with the Wolves, Kochetkov has impressed. He’s 13-1-1 
with a 2.09 goals-against average and .921 save percentage. He’s 
allowed only 31 goals in 15 games played. 

Kochetkov has also displayed a fiery personality in Chicago. In early 
April, during the third period of a game against the Milwaukee Admirals 
that featured plenty of rough play, several players — including the 
Admirals’ goalie — joined a fracas behind the Milwaukee net. 

Kochetkov made a beeline from his own cage to try and join the melee, 
but was intercepted by officials part of the way there. 

With his spirited play Kochetkov has quickly endeared himself to his 
Chicago teammates. 

“I think since the day he got in the locker room, we’ve loved him,” Wolves 
forward and top Canes prospect Jack Drury said after the game. “He’s a 
great team guy. His play speaks for itself. I don’t think I’ve ever seen a 
goalie be so good at playing the puck. He makes the saves and he can 
do things like that.” 

Kochetkov was also a star in junior hockey. He was named best 
goaltender at the 2019 IIHF World Junior Championship after earning a 
4-1 record, 1.45 goals-against average and .953 save percentage to lead 
his home country to a bronze medal. 
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BILLECK: Cracks showing in Jets' foundation as frustrations seep from 
within 

 

Scott Billeck 

7-8 minutes 4/17/2022 

 

It’s tough to know what hit harder this weekend for the Winnipeg Jets — 
their respective wallopings from the NHL’s two Florida-based teams or 
the remarks from certain players following each of those beatings. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Nikolaj Ehlers figured the team needed to return to the basic 
fundamentals of the game of hockey, this following the 75th game of their 
82-game regular-season schedule. 

Kyle Connor questioned the motivation of some of his teammates and 
bemoaned the overall effort with, thinly as it is, a playoff spot on the line. 
He went so far as to suggest the Jets should be reviewing the tape of 
their Floridian counterparts, to figure out what they do so well. 

Paul Stastny, meanwhile, jammed another syringe of truth serum into the 
picture, reminding everyone of the obvious — that they treat Connor 
Hellebuyck like a rented mule. 

Stastny would also imply that some have simply mailed it in. 

Connor was hoping the Jets could use the final six games of their 
schedule to work on the team’s culture. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

It’s clear it’s become mildewed, given some of the comments bleeding 
from both games. 

Ehlers, Connor and Stastny weren’t pointing fingers in a specific 
direction, leaving it up to everyone to cast their own ballots. But it’s pretty 
clear that fingers are wagging. The frustration of a completely wasted 
season can’t be contained in the dressing room any longer. There’s no 
more smooth-talking head coach either to divert attention. 

And with each confluence of honesty, the curtain pulls back further on the 
cracks that have formed. 

Perhaps the only positive stemming from the frankness is the 
confirmation that apathy hasn’t fully engulfed the room. 

For a fan, it may even be a welcomed change from the tired excuses of 
another abnormal season — a seemingly built-in lifeline used to look 
anywhere else but in the mirror. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Adversity hits every team, every year. Injuries, coaching changes, 
COVID now — it’s part of the game. How it’s managed separates the 
strong from the weak. 

And we all know where Winnipeg falls on that spectrum. 

The Jets used to be able to stay in the fight, an adopted identity that, in 
reality, was really just a pseudonym for Hellebuyck, single-handedly on 
most nights, atoning for Sodom and Gomorrah, also known as 
Winnipeg’s defensive structure. 

But as good as Hellebuyck has been, he’s human. 

It’s a good sign that some of the players realize this, see it and verbalize 
it. None of them wear letters, of course. And outside of Josh Morrissey 
who has also been candid, the letters haven’t been as forthcoming with 
the problems, publicly, at least. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

Winnipeg’s offseason problems go far beyond needing a couple of 
defencemen this time around. 

Connor admitted it himself — the team needs a culture change. 

What that looks like is up to general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff, or 
whoever replaces him if the chairman Mark Chipman sees the need to 
change the vision. 

The current one is blurry, at best. 

For 11 years, the team has boasted a draft and develop philosophy, 
kicking the can of youth down the road repeatedly, only to have arguably 
their best prospect on defence playing in the American Hockey League 
currently while the parent club plays for their pride. 

Dylan Samberg was inexplicably benched after one tough game against 
the Panthers — the same night most turned in dismal efforts. 

This advertisement has not loaded yet, but your article continues below. 

There’s productivity to be had here, even as Winnipeg’s wallowing 
season winds down. But up until their thumpings in Florida, the team 
seemed deadset on trying to defy odds pegged at less than 1%. 

You can see where people get frustrated, confused and worse — 
indifferent. 

And it’s not just the vocal minority on social media proclaiming it. 

The reality check here for the organization is it’s some of their biggest 
names who’ve become disgruntled. 

It’s hard to imagine Connor, Ehlers, Morrissey and Hellebuyck are the 
happy-go-lucky types, OK with sitting around a table in a room in flames 
while wasting away the prime of their careers. 

And what does Pierre-Luc Dubois think of all of this? 

He’s the top priority for the Jets this offseason when it comes to locking 
down on a long-term deal. In the give-a-you-know-what department, he’s 
exuded it night after night, only to see others not doing their part. 

Interim head coach Dave Lowry ripped his team’s performance in 
Friday’s 6-1 defeat, only to suggest they played extremely hard in a 
game they were leading 4-2 before coughing up five straight in a 7-4 loss 
in Tampa on Saturday. 

He then dismissed Connor’s assertion that motivation was a concern. 

A couple of mistakes cost the Jets, Lowry said. 

Add those to the pile too numerous to count. 

Unsurprising, it’s just another area where the team doesn’t seem to be on 
the same page. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - What's on the line for St. 
Louis Blues, Nashville Predators on Sunday? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Sunday's matchup between the Nashville Predators and the St. Louis 
Blues (6 ET, NHL Network) is the final contest of the 2021-22 regular 
season between the two clubs, as they both prepare for (likely) playoff 
runs. St. Louis has won two of three games in the season series thus far, 
with the most recent bout ending in a 7-4 win for the Blues in Nashville. 
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The Blues are coming off a thrilling 6-5 overtime win over the Minnesota 
Wild (their likely first-round opponent) on Saturday, while the Predators 
earned a 4-3 victory over the Chicago Blackhawks. St. Louis now has a 
one-point edge over Minnesota in the race to earn home-ice advantage 
and a seven-game edge in the regulation wins column. Meanwhile, 
Nashville is holding strong to the West's No. 1 wild card (and most likely 
a first-round matchup against the Calgary Flames), with an equivalent 91 
points to the Dallas Stars but a six-game edge in regulation wins. 

As it pertains to the rest of the playoff race for each team, the Preds are 
in need of points a little more than the Blues; five out of the remaining six 
games for Nashville down the stretch are against playoff-bound teams, 
while St. Louis plays only two such games in its final six (plus one 
matchup with the bubble-residing Vegas Golden Knights). Will that mean 
Nashville will be pressing harder in this one? 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 St. Louis Blues vs. C3 Minnesota Wild 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available to stream on ESPN+. 

Florida Panthers at Detroit Red Wings, 1 p.m. (ESPN) 

Buffalo Sabres at Philadelphia Flyers, 5 p.m. 

St. Louis Blues at Nashville Predators, 6 p.m. (NHLN) 

San Jose Sharks at Minnesota Wild, 6 p.m. 

New York Islanders at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Anaheim Ducks, 8:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Boston Bruins 2, Pittsburgh Penguins 1 

New York Rangers 4, Detroit Red Wings 0 

Nashville Predators 4, Chicago Blackhawks 3 

St. Louis Blues 6, Minnesota Wild 5 (OT) 

Edmonton Oilers 4, Vegas Golden Knights 0 

Buffalo Sabres 4, Philadelphia Flyers 3 

Washington Capitals 8, Montreal Canadiens 4 

Toronto Maple Leafs 5, Ottawa Senators 4 (OT) 

Tampa Bay Lightning 7, Winnipeg Jets 4 

Dallas Stars 2, San Jose Sharks 1 

Colorado Avalanche 7, Carolina Hurricanes 4 

Calgary Flames 9, Arizona Coyotes 1 

Seattle Kraken 4, New Jersey Devils 3 (SO) 

Los Angeles Kings 2, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 

Expanded standings 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 112 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. NYI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 
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Tragic number: N/A 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. FLA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ PHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ SEA (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ ARI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Washington Capitals 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ COL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

New York Islanders 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ TOR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ ANA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 7 

Next game: @ VGK (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. BUF (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. WSH (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Minnesota Wild 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. SJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. STL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 90% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ VAN (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 89% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 2 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. CGY (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. CAR (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

x - Calgary Flames 

Points: 101 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ CHI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 
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Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. DAL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 50% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. NJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 63% 

Tragic number: 9 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. DAL (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 10% 

Tragic number: 8 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: @ MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 8 

Next game: vs. OTT (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 54 

Regulation wins: 20 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 18 

6. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 24 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 22 

9. Detroit Red Wings 
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Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 18 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 84 

Regulation wins: 30 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Unfazed by Matthews' absence, history made, Maple 
Leafs keep pushing forward 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

April 18, 2022, 2:12 AM 

 

TORONTO — It’s games like these that tell you who you are. 

Not the ones where it all lines up, where you overwhelm teams with 
machine-like dominance, every gear turning with flawless precision. It’s 
nights like this: still aching from yesterday’s tilt, the best of your best out 
of the lineup, lines thrown in a blender at the last minute. It’s a tough 
opponent staring down at you from across the ice, running through you 

every chance they get, fighting for their playoff lives when yours is 
already signed, sealed and delivered. 

In those moments, what have you got? 

On a Sunday night at Scotiabank Arena, the Toronto Maple Leafs proved 
unfazed by the challenge, taking down the rough-and-tumble New York 
Islanders 4-2 without reigning Rocket Richard Trophy winner Auston 
Matthews. And in doing so, bagging a franchise-record 50th win and 
106th point. 

They didn’t make it easy on themselves. With the tone set from the 
opening draw courtesy of a bone-clattering check from New York’s Ross 
Johnston on veteran Mark Giordano, the Maple Leafs started their trek 
through the mud. They stumbled early, the Islanders gifted an all-too-
easy power-play marker late in the first as Ilya Lyubushkin executed what 
his coach later called a “textbook screen” on his own netminder, allowing 
Anthony Beauvillier to walk in and casually snipe the game’s first past 
Jack Campbell. 

But the Maple Leafs battled back, returning to level ground just a few 
minutes later, Mitch Marner floating to the netfront unseen like a ghost in 
the slot, eventually landing in the perfect spot to whip a Giordano 
rebound top corner on Ilya Sorokin. 

It was a similar story in the middle frame. This time it was Alex Kerfoot 
who took over the own-goal duties, a botched clearing attempt in front of 
Campbell accidentally ricocheting into the back of Toronto’s net. Again, 
they climbed back, Kerfoot taking it on his shoulders and undoing his 
error with a gorgeous stutter-step setup for Pierre Engvall on a two-on-
one midway through the night. 

A few minutes later, William Nylander — who was flying all game, his deft 
stick-lift, non-pass helping spring Kerfoot and Engvall’s tying tally — took 
a pass from John Tavares on the power play and fired one home to give 
his Maple Leafs the lead. They didn’t relinquish it from there. 

It’s emblematic of how this season’s gone for this team. Stumble early, 
fight back, take off. 

“There's been very little complacency in our group. We got off to a tough 
start at the beginning of the year. Lots of things were being said outside 
of the room, inside the room, and coming from there to where we're at 
right now [says] a lot,” Kerfoot said of that journey post-game. 

But just like Sunday night, it could’ve just as easily slipped away from 
them, had they let it. 

“I think it can do one of two things to a group,” Kerfoot continued, 
speaking of the chatter from the chorus of doubters early in the year. “It 
can either tear things apart or it can bring you together. I think that our 
play on the ice has really spoken for how we responded to it.” 

The win over the Islanders offered the Maple Leafs faithful a chance step 
back and take stock, to see beyond the historic dominance that’s become 
a nightly routine for the squad’s usual focal point. It’s been the Auston 
Matthews Show in Toronto of late, and rightfully so given the rarified air 
the young sniper’s putting himself in. But with No. 34 sidelined, the 
17,464 in attendance were granted an opportunity to better appreciate 
what’s been going on in Matthews’ orbit. 

In netting his 34th goal of the year Sunday night, Marner collected his 
94th point too, tying his career-high in 15 fewer games than the last time 
he reached the sum, and with eight more goals to his name this time 
around. The 24-year-old has been the class of the league since the 
calendar turned from 2021 to 2022 — no other NHLer has outscored him 
since Jan. 1, in which time Marner’s amassed an absurd 72 points in 42 
games. He’s been scoring above a point-per-game pace since 
November, above 1.50 per game since January, over 1.65 for the past 
two months. 

Nylander’s power-play marker all but guaranteed he’ll be setting a new 
personal best before the year’s through, too, the goal tying his personal 
high of 31 — news to Nylander, who laughed when told he’d tied that 31-
spot: “I didn’t know that... I thought I had more goals.” — to go along with 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 17, 2022 

 

his already career-best 74 points. And then there’s Engvall’s continued 
transformation, and Kerfoot’s career-best 50th point, making the Maple 
Leafs the only club with seven players above the 50-point threshold. 

Whether any of it matters in the end remains to be seen, but the team 
can take solace in the fact that they’re pushing more than they ever have 
to right their past post-season wrongs, even as key names move in and 
out of the lineup. 

“You know, we've had a lot of guys miss a lot of games this year, 
including myself, and guys have stepped up and played a bigger role, 
and we've won a lot of big games,” Marner said after Sunday’s win. “It's 
something that we always talk about — just stepping up and taking on 
more of the spotlight, and guys have thrived in it.” 

Added Kerfoot: “There's going to be injuries. Every team deals with them 
throughout the year, and we've played with a bunch of different guys out 
throughout the course of the year. And we've really moved forward.” 

That’s the most crucial education these Maple Leafs can get this season. 
There’s no question they’re an elite team, if all lines up correctly, if 
everything falls in their favour. The questions have always been around 
what happens when the plans fall apart, when the plot twists arrive. It’s 
not about perfecting the way you’d prefer to win — it’s about learning 
how to win any game, any way. 

On this night, they did. And in their coach’s eyes, they’ve been doing it 
for a fair while this season. 

“You look at how we've played, look at the results that we've gotten and 
how we've gotten those results — in particular against some of the top 
teams, and teams that we're going to face within our division, whether it's 
at home or on the road — we've done a good job,” Keefe said, “and 
gotten good results.” 

Without their best, they proved they still have elite talent, that they can 
still take on opponents who meet the game with an approach opposite to 
theirs, and come out with two points. They even proved they can still 
make some history without No. 34. 

But all of it will only matter if it becomes a brick in the path to the place 
they truly want to get to. That much is clear from the tone struck by these 
Leafs in the wake of officially putting together the best regular season in 
Maple Leafs history. 

“It's a long season. It's a grind to win a lot of games in this league. 
There's lots of good teams. So it's a really cool thing to be a part of. But 
we've got bigger and better things ahead,” Kerfoot said of the franchise 
record. 

“It really means nothing if we don't accomplish anything in the playoffs. 
But it is a grind in this regular season to win games, and we've been 
doing that on a pretty consistent basis.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Q&A: Ryan Francis on Willie O'Ree Award, Mario Lemieux 
and Indigenous girls hockey 

 

Donnovan Bennett@donnovanbennett 

April 17, 2022, 3:46 PM 

 

As one of three finalists for the NHL’s Willie O’Ree Community Hero 
Award, Ryan Francis is being recognized for using hockey to change 

lives. But it was an impromptu letter after reading a library book that 
changed Francis' life via the game of hockey. 

Francis grew up in Cole Harbour only two streets away from Sidney 
Crosby. He’s a member of Acadia First Nation; his father is Mi’kmaw, an 
Indigenous community that has a rich hockey history. Since Francis grew 
up off reserve, he’s still learning about his identity and heritage today, 
and using hockey to help discover it. 

After going to school for sports management and doing his Masters on 
Indigenous sport and the long-term athlete development model, he 
realized he wanted to do something that brought all of his interests 
together. Which is why he helped launch Indigenous Girls Hockey 
Program Nova Scotia, which encourages young Mi’kmaq girls to play 
hockey and break down the barriers that have commonly kept girls from 
playing the game. 

In the past two years, the program has had 190 participants from three 
different Mi’kmaq communities. When he is not working full-time for the 
Government of Nova Scotia in the community, culture, and heritage 
department, this program is his passion project. 

His sense of community can be traced back to 2002, when he read the 
book ‘Mario Lemieux’ by Richard J. Brenner, in Grade One. At the end 
the book reads, “if you want to write a letter to Mario, here’s an address.” 
So, Francis wrote a letter that opened with: “You’re my second favourite 
player after Saku Koivu” and described how much he likes Nintendo. 

He’d ask his mom every day if Lemieux wrote back, so finally, she 
photocopied the letter and sent it to Mark Shuttleworth, who was the 
Director of Operations for Lemieux Hockey Development, and asked him 
to help get a response from Lemieux.  

Shuttleworth responded with a letter that still resonates with Francis to 
this day, writing: “Be a quality person like the role models who inspire 
you.” Francis still takes the advice to heart to this day. Lemieux also 
replied a year later and included a signed photo, and told Francis to 
make school the priority, not Nintendo. Shuttleworth now works for the 
Penguins as the Director, Adult Leagues, Camps and Tournaments for 
UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex and has kept in touch with Francis over 
the years. 

The other worthy nominees along with Francis are Noel Acton of 
Baltimore, who is the co-founder of The Tender Bridge and Banners 
Hockey and Meredith Lang of Minneapolis, who is the co-founder of 
Hockey Ninas and MN Unbounded. You can vote for the award here. 

As Francis awaits the votes to come in, I caught up with him about his 
nomination, Lemieux’s legacy, and the importance of hockey to young 
Indigenous women. 

Sportsnet: How does it feel being recognized by the NHL as a Willie 
O’Ree Community Hero Award nominee? 

Ryan Francis: It's certainly a bit surreal. When you have your name in the 
same sentence as Mr. O'Ree, it feels very undeserving knowing the 
impact that he has had on the game on a global scale. But it's also very 
humbling and very appreciative just knowing that some of the work that 
I've been fortunate to be a part of has had a positive impact in our 
communities. 

What impact did Acadia First Nation and the Indigenous communities in 
hockey have on you? 

RF: Both of my parents were really vital in helping me understand my 
identity. Obviously, growing up in Cole Harbor off reserve, my parents 
are so intentional in allowing me to have opportunities and participate in 
various activities through Acadia First Nation and also our Native 
Friendship Center here in Halifax. I always felt the support of Acadia First 
Nation, for example, minor hockey often has jersey sponsors. And so 
often Acadia First Nation would be on the back of my jersey as my jersey 
sponsor. And that's something that I wore really proudly as other 
teammates had either local businesses or family businesses. I always 
had Acadia First Nation. And so that support and that connection to 
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Acadia First Nation was always there. And in many ways, hockey was 
the connection. As I got older in my grade twelve year, I had the 
opportunity to represent Team Atlantic at the National Aboriginal Hockey 
Championships as well. And it was really at that moment in my life and 
my career, I really started to even in more ways understand my culture 
and the importance of my identity and really start in a way to discover 
and learn more about my history. 

How did you learn about the great hockey history within the Indigenous 
community? 

RF: I grew up idolizing Chad Denny from Eskasoni First Nation. He 
played in the QMJHL and was drafted, actually, by the Atlanta Thrashers. 
I always was directed towards Indigenous hockey players and coaches. I 
always found myself cheering for Ted Nolan and learning more about his 
story, and Jordan Tootoo, and so I always felt a close connection, or 
would consider them to be my favourite players and coaches growing up. 
It really wasn't actually until fairly recently now more in my professional 
career, I started to learn and understand the origins of hockey and the 
role that Mi'kmaq people had in what hockey is today. And so, 
understanding that the Mi'kmaq played a sort of game with a puck-like 
object and stick-like object, it was really cool. And then even just even 
further understand their role or our role in the creation of the hockey 
stick. That's been sort of new learning for me over the past few years. 

How did that impact you in launching the Indigenous Girls Hockey 
Program in Nova Scotia? 

RF: I began working in mainstream sport while I started to think through 
some of these opportunities of how to create more inclusive opportunities 
for Indigenous athletes, specifically girls and women in hockey. That 
personal and professional experience is really valuable in understanding 
and recognizing the opportunities that I had to bring together partners 
who may never have come together before and facilitate these 
conversations and broaden that education for all to understand how we 
could create something meaningful in collaboration, and with the utmost 
importance of ensuring that our communities and locations had that 
ability to contribute to what the program design and implementation 
needed to be for them. And so, I found myself in a really unique position, 
being an Indigenous person, working and having experience in 
mainstream sport, but also having experience as an athlete in the 
Indigenous sport stream, and bringing those two together the best I could 
to create something that could be meaningful towards the ultimate goal of 
Indigenous girls, having the opportunity to experience hockey in the way 
that they chose to and with their peers towards a sense of belonging. 

Francis, first from right, pictured at the beginning of the Indigenous 
Hockey Program in Nova Scotia. (Courtesy Ryan Francis) 

When the program first launched, you got some support from Sidney 
Crosby's Foundation. How did it help you achieve the goals that you just 
spoke of? 

RF: I think it's really exciting because when we first began conversations 
of what the Indigenous girls hockey program could look like, it was very 
small. But as we began those discussions and talked through them, there 
were more and more organizations and people who saw the value and 
the potential of a program like this, and they wanted to come to the table 
in any way that they could. Mr. Crosby and his way of business is very 
subtle but very felt here in the community. 

Mr. Crosby contributes to the game in subtle ways, very impactful ways. 
It was something that the Foundation valued and recognized that they 
could provide resources and support in this way through equipment. It 
certainly helped us, I believe, in our first and second year to be able to 
have contributions from the Sidney Crosby Foundation so that girls could 
further have opportunities in hockey and we further eliminate barriers like 
equipment so that they could participate. 

You’ve received some support and some inspiration from another all-time 
Pittsburgh Penguin? 

RF: I was always an eager kid to read books about hockey players. That 
was something that started young in me. I actually remember quite 
distinctly checking out a book about Mario Lemieux from my elementary 
school. And I read it quite eagerly. At the end of that book, there was an 
address that simply said, if you would like to reach out to Mario here is 
the address. And I think my guess would be that book was fairly outdated 
in a way. But I took it to my mom and said I would like to write a letter to 
Mr. Lemieux and let him know because I always loved Mario, obviously 
one of the greatest players of all-time. 

My mom helped me put together a letter and get it mailed off to him. And 
me being young, not really understanding probably the demands or even 
timelines of people like Mr. Lemieux, the moment that letter got sent out 
every day after school, I would come home and ask if Mr. Lemieux got 
back to me. 

After a year of my mom saying no, that a letter hadn't been received back 
quite yet, she reached out to somebody within the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
through someone she found on the website. And that individual ended up 
being Mark Shuttleworth. She actually had taken a photocopy of my letter 
that we mailed to Mario Lemieux. She sort of typed that out in the 
grammar of a six-year-old and just said, look, my son wrote a letter to 
Mario. I don't know if there's a way for it to reach him, but he's been 
asking each and every day if there's a letter waiting back for him. 

Mr. Shuttleworth actually wrote a letter on Mr. Lemieux's behalf and just 
acknowledged my letter. And then he just concluded that letter with a 
really powerful note that even as a young child, I recognized it was 
profound and recognized the importance of it. It was just something that I 
took with me. And that was as he sort of signed off on his letter, he wrote, 
'always put forth the effort to make your parents, teachers, and those 
around you proud, not necessarily with dazzling success, but by being a 
quality person, like the role models that inspire you.' 

I've always held onto, even from a young age until now, recognizing that 
ultimately being a good person, however you choose to find that, is more 
important than any sort of accomplishments or accolades that you may 
come across. And so that was really cool for me. It's still something I hold 
really closely. 

Is it fair to say that those interactions inspired you to go on to do the work 
that you're doing now? 

RF: Yes. You see the work that Mr. Lemieux has done even beyond the 
game is something that I really admire. And then also just recognizing, 
looking back on Mr. Shuttleworth's words of just ensuring that people 
aren't necessarily proud of you because of your accomplishments and 
accolades that may come, but rather because of the person you are in 
your character. I think that's demonstrated in Mr. Lemieux. And those 
words certainly resonated with me deeply. And it's something that I think I 
continuously need to check in on, especially in the work that I do today. 
And realize that we have to prioritize people and the individuals 
participating in hockey over the game itself, which I do think hockey can 
create a culture that protects the game and the integrity of the game over 
the people actually participating. And so certainly those interactions and 
those role models for me help me understand the importance of the 
person and the individual even more than the game itself. 

There's the Crosby's and Lemieux’s who had an influence on you and 
are influencers in terms of the sport and people in it, but also there are 
people like you and the other finalists who are every day making impacts 
that are just as profound at a different level. If someone's reading your 
story, is there anything they can learn from it that they can apply to 
themselves in terms of how they could influence their community or their 
sport? 

RF: I would say that it's important to recognize that hockey is simply an 
activity that isn't necessarily owned by anyone or anything. We tend to 
always focus on the structure of hockey and who isn't a hockey player 
based on their interaction with the game. But for hockey to be more 
inclusive and welcoming, the participants themselves need to interact 
with the activity of hockey in a way that they choose to. And so whatever 
way that looks like, there's the opportunity for you to have that impact 
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and have that influence and create those opportunities for your 
community to interact with the game and grow to love the game in the 
way that they want to. 

I think the structures and the approaches we have taken in sports, 
specifically in Canada, leads to significant protection of the structure 
itself. I think for groups to be less protective of a structure or the activity 
itself and allow people to interact with it in the way that they choose to 
and want to is really profound and can be powerful towards building 
those relationships and supporting people, regardless of who they are, 
through a pathway of hockey. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators must turn the page to a new, invigorating chapter 
in team history 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

April 17, 2022, 9:49 AM 

 

The long-awaited investigative story on the late Ottawa Senators owner 
Eugene Melnyk was finally posted by The Athletic this week. 

And it packs a punch. 

Expected to drop at some point in 2021, and then put off well into 2022, 
the exhaustive tell-all was  

Published Thursday, 17 days after Melnyk’s death. It’s not exactly an 
Easter card read for the Melnyk family, including Melnyk’s two young 
daughters, although the story offers a measure of good with the bad. 

Melnyk’s generosity for charitable causes and his sentimental touch are 
presented as part of the man’s mercurial mix. One source suggested to 
me that the tyranny of Melnyk is somewhat understated in the piece, 
which was the culmination of months of investigative work by three 
reporters interviewing numerous ex-employees and former players. 

Ian Mendes, the lead reporter on the project, said the work simply was 
not 100 per cent ready in 2021, “as people were afraid to help us for fear 
of retribution or litigation,” Mendes said, in response to a question about 
the report’s timing. 

“After his passing, I think a few more people were willing to share their 
experiences and that got us to a place where we felt comfortable to 
report. But I do believe the tone and arc of our story changed quite 
drastically after he passed away. We pivoted. We said to ourselves, ‘How 
do we proceed from here?’ And the consensus was, ‘Let’s write the most 
accurate portrayal of this man’s legacy.’” 

The timing of the online release has been debated in Ottawa. Is two-plus 
weeks an appropriate passage to dish on the deceased? Others are 
viewing the reading as cathartic and necessary, regardless of the date. 
Not surprisingly, the Senators were taken aback by the publication of the 
piece so close to Melnyk’s passing. 

In a response to The Athletic, Senators president Anthony LeBlanc 
termed the timing of the story “remarkably insensitive,” and added that 
the rush to publish a piece with so little new information was 
“questionable and opportunistic.” 

By Thursday morning, the team had prepared a statement to provide to 
reporters who requested one. But by the afternoon, the statement was 
withdrawn at the request of the Melnyk family.  

One ex-employee told me they had no issue with the timing – saying that 
if the story had been delayed until three months after Melnyk’s death, it 
may have been labelled irrelevant as the franchise moves on with new 
ownership. 

And that is the wish for an entire community: that a new, invigorating 
chapter of the Senators may emerge as this chapter closes. 

For those who have lived and worked in Ottawa during Melnyk’s 19 years 
as Senators owner, little of the contents of the feature come as a shock. 
Some of the details, however, will make a reader cringe. 

Much of the investigative piece revolves around Melnyk’s personal 
dealings with Senators staff and players, which occasionally veered into 
the bizarre and crude. I got a taste of this while writing the story of Peter 
O’Leary’s lawsuit against Melnyk and the Senators in the spring of 2017. 
O’Leary, who had been chief marketing officer under president and co-
founder Cyril Leeder, filed a claim in court for $1.5 million in unpaid 
wages and bonuses. 

While the suit was settled out of court, the court document filed on 
O’Leary’s behalf provided an inside look at a toxic environment, where 
the owner could turn on an employee, even a senior executive, in a 
hurry. 

The Athletic's feature delves into much murkier waters, including 
Melnyk’s vocal opposition to campaigns supporting inclusivity in hockey 
(Love is Love) and Black Lives Matter. These are important initiatives in 
today’s NHL and the game of hockey as a whole, and represent a fresh 
opportunity for a new Senators front office to seize onto. 

Melnyk was unable to forge a successful working relationship with some 
of the biggest names in franchise history, including longtime captain 
Daniel Alfredsson and defenceman Chris Phillips, two players who have 
their numbers hanging from the rafters of the Canadian Tire Centre.  

Alfredsson, who should be in the Hockey Hall of Fame, and should also 
have a team behind him pushing that cause, has rarely set foot in the 
CTC in recent years, but there he was in the flesh just last week – part of 
Swedish night at the rink. 

And maybe ‘Alfie in the House’ is an appropriate symbol for the future, a 
turning of the page. 

Even if Melnyk’s daughters, Anna and Olivia, in their early 20s, decide 
they want to be involved in the club’s ownership structure, there is a 
chance — indeed a glaring need — for a clean slate and a fresh start. 

The Senators can once again hold a precious place in the community’s 
heart, with alumni and fans pouring back to an inclusive place where all 
feel welcome. They must restore relationships with local businesses after 
years of lost partnerships. Potential plans for a new and centrally-located 
arena fit this different type of “rebuild” — a rebuilding of a brand and a 
team. 

To paraphrase Karlsson, upon his return to Ottawa: “The time is nigh.” 

Melnyk once saved this franchise from bankruptcy, in 2003. 

The new Senators can set out to prove just how worthwhile that act was 
for the Nation’s Capital. 
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Flames not taking foot off gas after officially clinching playoff spot 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 17, 2022, 2:28 AM 
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CALGARY — The Calgary Flames’ season started with the simple hope 
of getting back to the playoffs. 

It has progressed to the point where twice in the last month the 
Saddledome faithful have punctuated blowouts with chants of “We Want 
10.” 

Under the tutelage of Darryl Sutter the bar has certainly been raised 
’round these parts. 

That happens when a team is dynamic enough to turn a 1-0 deficit 30 
seconds in, into a 9-1 slaughter. 

Okay, the opposition was bottom-feeding Arizona. 

Nonetheless, you can’t blame a raucous gathering of Dome dwellers for 
being in a celebratory mood.   

In the same week Johnny Gaudreau eclipsed the 100-point mark, his 
team finally followed suit. 

Given where Gaudreau and his Flames were a year ago, a pretty healthy 
debate could be had around which century mark is more surprising. 

Heck, we could add a third one in there soon, as Matthew Tkachuk is 
now just four points away from triple-digits. 

Either way, the resurrection of Gaudreau and Tkachuk has played a huge 
role in Saturday’s confirmation that the Flames have officially had their 
ticket punched to the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

An Edmonton Oilers win earlier in the day over Vegas put an x beside the 
Flames in the standings where they’re also likely days away from 
clinching the Pacific Division. 

Yet, there they were Saturday night, lining up against the NHL’s worst 
team with the exact same lineup Sutter hopes to open the post-season 
with. 

No rest unless you’re injured, as Sutter has proclaimed. 

“I don’t really care about the game, all I’ve got to say is, friggin’, with two 
weeks left in the season we made the playoffs,” said Sutter, whose club 
moved to 101 points with seven games left.  

“Give the players lots of credit. That’s all that matters. There isn’t 
anybody in this room that would have said that six months ago.” 

Indeed, the tide has turned dramatically in Calgary, much like Saturday’s 
game in which the Flames trailed 1-0 after one, only to explode with four 
goals in 2:33 to open the second. 

Given how stunning the franchise’s turnaround has been after going 
through a coaching change and missing the playoffs last season, 
something like a nine-goal celebration is hardly surprising anymore. 

By night’s end Gaudreau, Tkachuk and linemate Elias Lindholm each 
had four points apiece to get the party started. 

“It’s a huge accomplishment for our team from where we were at last 
year and where we are this year,” said Gaudreau, who now has 105 
points. 

“I’m proud of the guys in the locker room. We’ve got to try to put 
ourselves in a good spot for the rest of the year and try to get home ice 
the rest of the playoffs and get ready for round one.” 

This team is amongst Cup contenders now with the brawn, balance, 
goaltending, goal scoring and structure to make plenty of teams around 
the league painfully aware the Flames are still the hottest team in the 
NHL since the all-star game. 

One of the questions now revolves around how Sutter will go about trying 
to help the club maintain its winning ways through seven more games of 
regular season play. 

Three years ago, when the Flames clinched the west conference regular 
season crown at roughly the same time, the team struggled to maintain 
their intensity and dominance down the stretch. 

Five games into their first round series against a surging Colorado club 
that year, the Flames were unceremoniously bounced, leaving a mark all 
Flames veterans keep vowing they’ve learned from. 

We’ll see, as the balance of the schedule is filled with a mishmash of 
playoff misses (Chicago, Vancouver, Winnipeg), as well as teams also 
doing their best to position themselves for the spring showcase (Dallas, 
Nashville twice, and Minnesota). 

“Just looking back at that 2018-19 year we had guys sitting and guys 
resting for the playoffs and we just kind of took our foot off the gas,” said 
Gaudreau. 

“We can’t do that this year. We have to keep getting better every single 
game and try not to relax and get comfortable just because you’re in the 
playoffs. That’s something that sat with me since that year and I think a 
lot of guys on our team this year were a part of that and we learned from 
that.” 
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