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The latest on Frederik Andersen and Jordan Staal, and what it means for the Hurricanes: 
Loose pucks 

By Sara Civian 

CanesLand has been in full meltdown mode ever since 
Saturday’s 7-4 loss to the Avalanche, and for a few good 
reasons. 

There was, uh, the aforementioned 7-4 score, which came 
after Colorado opened up scoring 4-0. It was the most recent 
in a string of questionable losses that don’t technically matter 
since the Canes are in the playoffs but have many shaking 
their heads nonetheless. At the crux is a broken power play 
that’s gone 1-for-21 in the past nine games. 

The scoreboard was probably the best part of that game, 
though. The Canes lost two key players to injury during their 
futile comeback attempt. Captain Jordan Staal took a hit to 
the chest from Cale Makar. He landed on his back — not his 
head — and was able to exit the ice on his own. 

Minutes later, sure-to-be Vezina finalist Freddie Andersen 
succumbed to a left leg injury that he had been dealing with 
throughout the period. It looked like he initially tweaked his 
leg on one save, then a few saves later, it was clear he was 
having trouble putting weight on the left leg/knee. Canes 
trainer Doug Bennett helped him off the ice and into the 
locker room. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour had a range of updates before 
Monday’s 5-3 win (in this economy?!) over the Coyotes. 

First, the good news. 

Staal was seen taking some strides at morning skate, which 
was obviously a good sign. 

“We never knew what was going to happen after that game 
with him, and I think we’re day-to-day,” Brind’Amour said. 
“So, that’s positive.” 

Indeed. Staal has been on a rampage ahead of the playoffs, 
which is convenient since the rest of the team is decidedly 
not on a rampage. On top of his usual pristine two-way 
game, he’s got eight goals in his past six games, including a 
hat trick. It’s been encouraging for the team to see him turn it 
up and lead by example, so it’s great he’s only considered 
day-to-day. 

It also looks like Jesperi Kotkaniemi may have re-aggravated 
the lower-body injury that sidelined him for eight games in 
late March and early April, but luckily for the Canes, that 
doesn’t seem serious, either. 

“He’s the same (as Staal), kind of got nicked up again,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Not 100 percent. But I don’t envision him 
out too long.” 

Next, the bad — yet, hopeful — news. 

Brind’Amour said Andersen will be re-evaluated next 
Monday. This, of course, sounded better than a declaration 
that Andersen would be out for any amount of time during 
the playoffs. 

The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun had reported before 
Brind’Amour’s conference that the Canes were waiting on 
Andersen’s MRI results, then he confirmed Monday that the 
results are negative. 

Hope, you say? The Canes are going to need to have a lot of 
hope for any scenario in which he’s not back for the playoffs 
because the only other feasible option at this point would be 
letting backup goalie Antti Raanta ride out the entire run. 

I asked Brind’Amour if he’d thought about the plan if 
Andersen can’t go, and his answer basically summed up the 
need for Andersen. 

“I mean, there’s not really a lot of choices,” he said, half-
laughing. “We’ve got two guys, and if one goes down, the 
other one goes, and that’s pretty much how it goes. There’s 
really not much decision-making going on. Sometimes the 
decisions are pretty much, there is no decision.” 

Would the Canes consider AHL goalie of the month and 
recent call-up Pyotr Kochetkov to start a playoff game or 
two? 

In 15 games with the Wolves, the 6-foot-3, 205-pound 
Russian went 13-1-1, with a 2.09 goals-against average and 
a .921 save percentage. Super impressive for his North 
American professional debut, but the Wolves team around 
the 22-year-old is dang good. It’s helpful to see his .926 save 
percentage despite his KHL team’s 10-10-2 record from the 
beginning of the season. But still. As electric as he is, he’s 
young, has never played an NHL game and the Canes 
sought out the Andersen and Raanta tandem specifically for 
“veteran experience.” 

That said, Raanta has only played in five playoff games in 
his career, and his postseason track record isn’t exactly 
pristine (3.59 GAA, .846 save percentage). Most of that 
hasn’t been directly his fault, and he was mostly playing in 
relief of other goaltenders, but still: that’s a lack of 
experience, too. 

This is obviously a dilemma no one wants to have, and as 
Brind’Amour said, there are barely even decisions they can 
make to affect the outcome if Andersen is out. So, they’re 
hoping for the best, and they’re crossing the bridge to the 
worst if they get to it. 

Loose pucks 

• The Hurricanes have gone 4-5-0 in the month of April. 
They’ve lost to the Wild, Sabres, Islanders, Red Wings and 
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quite badly to the Avalanche. I keep telling y’all not to worry 
too much — a decrease in play is to be expected after 
grinding to clinch a playoff spot, players are concerned with 
health above all (well, gulp, look how that turned out) and no 
team is going to win every game. You take a look at the 
historic Lightning teams, and they tapered off by the end of 
the season, too. I still say don’t worry about it too much. 

• But I will now allow you one crumb of worry. Mainly 
because of the injuries, but also because the power play has 
been abysmal and it’s not really trending in the right 
direction. The Canes had the No. 2 power play in the league 
in the first 56 games of the season, converting on 25.9 

percent of chances. The power play ranked No. 2 in the 
league on March 1, but it is No. 27 since. That’s not good, 
especially when you consider that it’s not like any 
instrumental power-play personnel have been out of the 
lineup. Maybe the unit is just biding its time until the 
postseason, where it will explode, but this is a habit that has 
clearly been trending down for a while. And as always, it’s 
the pattern and the process over the results. 

• The Canes have also been taking a high volume of shots 
and suffering a curse of the bounces. As much as it may not 
be their fault, it warrants some bad vibes from y’all. I’ll allow 
the bad vibes for now, but check back next week. 
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Hurricanes’ goalie depth tested late in season 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Even some of the Hurricanes fans gave a 
standing ovation after Detroit goalie Alex Nedeljkovic posted 
a 46-save shutout in just his second game back in Raleigh 
since Carolina traded him in the offseason as part of its 
crease overhaul. 

It was more an appreciation for the five seasons Nedeljkovic 
spent as the team’s presumed “goaltender of the future” than 
a longing to have the 26-year-old back protecting the 
Hurricanes’ net. 

Nearly eight months ago, the feelings were different. 
Nedeljkovic was coming off a remarkable season that 
included a third-place finish in Calder Trophy voting as the 
NHL’s top rookie when he was traded to the Red Wings for a 
third-round pick. 

Fast-forward to this spring and the Hurricanes have allowed 
the fewest goals in the NHL on the backs of two new goalies, 
veterans Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta. 

That has certainly helped the fans forget about Nedeljkovic, 
and Carolina even parlayed the pick they got from Detroit for 
the goalie into a deadline addition when they traded last 
year’s 94th overall pick, defenseman Aidan Hreschuk, to 
Columbus for forward Max Domi. 

But things got more complicated Saturday in Colorado when 
Andersen — who has carried the bulk of the goaltending load 
— suffered a knee injury late in the Hurricanes’ 7-4 loss to 
the Avalanche. 

The team said Andersen, who is 35-14-3 with a 2.17 goals-
against average and .922 save percentage with four shutouts 
this season, would be reevaluated next week. TSN’s Pierre 
LeBrun reported that Andersen’s MRI came back negative, 
providing a glimmer of hope with just five games left in the 
regular season. 

Not that the Hurricanes are overly worried. 

The restructuring of Carolina’s depth chart also included 
Raanta, who has been a proven starter in the league but has 
struggled with injury struggles of his own in the past. 

He’s been mostly healthy this season and welcomes the 
chance to take on an even bigger role. 

“I think every goalie wants to play,” said Raanta, who is 13-5-
4 with a 2.46 goals-against average and .912 save 
percentage with two shutouts. “When you get a few games in 
a row, get a couple good games, it just builds your 
confidence and you start playing more with your instincts.” 

And coach Rod Brind’Amour is confident in Raanta as well. 

“It’s been proven — both guys have had a good year and 
been solid for us,” Brind’Amour said of his tandem. “It’s 
unfortunate. Injuries are part of it. So that’s why you have 
depth, and that’s about all you need to say about it.” 

The Hurricanes have had to tap into their goalie talent pool 
this season, signing Jack LaFontaine to shore up their minor 
league depth chart earlier in the season and bringing 
prospect Pyotr Kochetkov over from Russia after his KHL 
season ended. 

The 22-year-old Kochetkov — who was drafted with the 2019 
second-round pick acquired when Carolina traded Jeff 
Skinner to Buffalo in the summer of 2018 — has made 
himself at home with the team’s AHL affiliate, going 13-1-1 
with a .921 save percentage and 2.09 goals-against average 
for the powerhouse Chicago Wolves. 

Now, with normal No. 3 goalie Alex Lyon injured, Kochetkov 
will slide into the No. 2 spot in Raleigh while Andersen 
recovers. 

“He’s played really well,” Brind’Amour said of Kochetkov, “but 
Lyon was hurt. … Sometimes your decisions are pretty much 
‘there is no decision.’” 

It’s made for a whirlwind two months for Kochetkov, who 
made his first AHL start Feb. 19 and now finds himself close 
to making his NHL debut. 

The Penza, Russia, native — who is still learning English — 
has let his play do the talking for him while also showing 
some fire during his brief time in North America. 

And in Raleigh, there’s at least one familiar face to help him 
on his journey. 

“We played (together) when he was when he was 15 years 
old,” Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov said. “We played 
with him a few games and he actually moved to my club and 
played there for one year and, obviously, I know him.” 

Svechnikov, however, doesn’t think Kochetkov needs much 
guidance outside of help with adjusting to life in North 
Carolina. 

“I wouldn’t say I would give him any advice,” Svechnikov 
said. “He’s been in the pros for a few years. He doesn’t know 
any English and I tried to help him with that, just those little 
things to try and help him.” 

While the spotlight will remain mostly on both Raanta and 
Andersen’s health, Kochetkov should get a chance to 
showcase himself as the new goalie of the future. 

He certainly made a good first impression on Raanta. 
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“It looks like it’s a little mix of (Andrei) Vasilevskiy and 
(Sergei) Bobrovsky, what we saw there,” Raanta said of 
comparing Kochetkov to two of the NHL’s top Russian-born 
goalies following the rookie’s first practice with the team 
Monday in Arizona. 

“So that’s a good mix there. … You wouldn’t know that’s he’s 
only 22.” 

 

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes chasing spark for struggling power play 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes aren’t 
getting much from their power play. They have fewer than 
two weeks to get it rolling again before the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

The Hurricanes have managed one goal with the man 
advantage in the month of April. That came in Saturday’s 
loss at Colorado, following a stretch of 22 straight missed 
opportunities and one of only two conversions since late 
March. 

The situation has left coach Rod Brind’Amour in the position 
of deciding between significant adjustments or sticking with 
what has been a productive approach until recently. 

“The easy thing is just, ‘Oh, let’s just start changing things 
up,’” Brind’Amour said. “But you’ve got to remember, that 
power play … I know we were pretty good for 60-some-odd 
games. So I know it works. And especially when you see 
what we’re not doing, we used to do. So we’ve got to get 
back to doing what we were doing. And that’s really the first 
part of it. 

“Now if we get back to doing what we were doing and we’re 
not scoring, now you’ve got to look at maybe moving some 
pieces around.” 

Having already clinched a fourth straight postseason 
appearance, the Hurricanes enter Thursday’s home game 
against Winnipeg in a battle with the New York Rangers to 
hold the Metropolitan Division lead. Getting the power play 
going would be a big help, both in that more immediate goal 
and for the longer-term chances of making a deep playoff 
run. 

Brind’Amour — the captain on Carolina’s 2006 Cup winner 
— has raised the franchise from the depths of a nine-year 
postseason drought with an approach that includes an 
aggressive forecheck and stepped-up play in special teams, 

both in converting with the man advantage and in killing off 
penalties. 

Those overall numbers are still positive. Carolina ranks as 
the NHL’s best on the penalty kill (88.2%) and 10th on the 
power play (22.4%), putting them alongside Calgary, St. 
Louis, Toronto and the Rangers as the only teams ranking in 
the top 10 for both. 

But Carolina has failed to convert on 29 of 31 attempts over 
12 games. The Hurricanes finally ended their 0-for-22 
drought in Saturday’s 7-4 loss to the Avalanche when Andrei 
Svechnikov skated in on the left side to collect a deflected 
shot by Teuvo Teravainen and beat Darcy Kuemper at 6:28 
of the third. 

That marked Carolina’s first power-play goal since Sebastian 
Aho redirected Teravainen’s shot to beat Montreal’s Jake 
Allen in the opening minutes of a 4-0 home win on March 31. 

“I think confidence has been hit a little hard and we’re 
gripping the stick a little bit too tight and not creating as many 
opportunities,” said Vincent Trocheck, who works with Aho, 
Svechnikov, Teravainen and defenseman Tony DeAngelo on 
the top power-play unit. 

“I think we just need to simplify, get more pucks to the net, 
try to create some try to create some rebounds and dirtier 
goals. I don’t know if there’s much of a difference per se, it’s 
just a matter of executing.” 

Before the 2-for-31 stretch, the Hurricanes were converting 
25% (47 of 188) of power plays, which would rank sixth in 
the league as of Tuesday. That included opening the season 
with 13 power-play goals in 14 games. 

“At the beginning of the year, we got off to a hot start on the 
power play, everything was clicking,” defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. “And now it seems like we’re not getting those 
bounces. ... It’s just getting it ready and primed up, and if we 
can get it going for the playoffs, it’s going to be huge.” 
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Winnipeg faces Carolina on 3-game road slide 

Winnipeg Jets (35-31-11, sixth in the Central) vs. Carolina 
Hurricanes (49-20-8, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: Winnipeg hits the road against Carolina 
looking to break its three-game road losing streak. 

The Hurricanes have gone 27-8-4 in home games. Carolina 
ranks fifth in the Eastern Conference with 34.0 shots per 
game and is averaging 3.3 goals. 

The Jets are 16-16-8 on the road. Winnipeg is eighth in the 
Western Conference recording 8.3 points per game, 
averaging 3.0 goals and 5.2 assists. 

In their last meeting on Dec. 7, Carolina won 4-2. Jaccob 
Slavin recorded a team-high 2 points for the Hurricanes. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 77 total points for 
the Hurricanes, 36 goals and 41 assists. Jordan Staal has 

eight goals and two assists over the last 10 games for 
Carolina. 

Kyle Connor leads the Jets with 87 points, scoring 43 goals 
and collecting 44 assists. Nikolaj Ehlers has six goals and 
eight assists over the last 10 games for Winnipeg. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-5-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 
5.5 assists, 3.7 penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.9 goals per game with an .886 save percentage. 

Jets: 3-6-1, averaging 2.5 goals, 4.5 assists, 3.7 penalties 
and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving up 3.8 goals per game 
with an .893 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: out 
(undisclosed), Jesperi Kotkaniemi: day to day (undisclosed), 
Jordan Staal: day to day (upper body). 

Jets: Logan Stanley: out (undisclosed), Mark Scheifele: day 
to day (upper-body). 
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NHL Power Rankings: 1-32 poll, plus the stat of the season for every team 

By Sachin Chandan 

With just over a week left in the 2021-22 NHL regular 
season, it's time to assess what all 32 teams have done thus 
far -- for better or worse. 

For this week's Power Rankings, we identified a stat for 
every team that best exemplified their performance, from 
recent trends to season-long strengths or weaknesses. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, 
analysts, reporters and editors rates teams against one 
another -- taking into account game results, injuries and 
upcoming schedule -- and those results are tabulated to 
produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last 
edition, published April 13. Points paces are through 
Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 
Points percentage: 0.763 
Games remaining: @ SEA (Apr. 20), @ EDM (Apr. 22), @ 
WPG (Apr. 24), vs. STL (Apr. 26), vs. NSH (Apr. 28), @ MIN 
(Apr. 29) 

Would it shock you to find another category in which an 
Avalanche player leads the league? Well, defenseman 
Devon Toews leads the NHL in secondary assists at even 
strength (25). 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 
Points percentage: 0.763 
Games remaining: vs. DET (Apr. 21), vs. TOR (Apr. 23), vs. 
TB (Apr. 24), @ BOS (Apr. 26), @ OTT (Apr. 28), @ MTL 
(Apr. 29) 

Life is full of similarities. The Panthers are tied for the league 
lead in most games with eight or more goals (3), while also 
being tied for the league lead in fewest times being shut out 
(0). 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 
Points percentage: 0.701 
Games remaining: @ TB (Apr. 21), @ FLA (Apr. 23), @ 
WSH (Apr. 24), vs. DET (Apr. 26), vs. BOS (Apr. 29) 

The Maple Leafs lead the league in shorthanded goals, with 
winger Ilya Mikheyev tallying four of them, tied for second 
among all skaters. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 
Points percentage: 0.675 
Games remaining: vs. DAL (Apr. 21), vs. VAN (Apr. 23), @ 
NSH (Apr. 26), @ MIN (Apr. 28), @ WPG (Apr. 29) 

The Flames have scored 78 goals while the defense pairing 
of Rasmus Andersson and Noah Hanifin has been on the 
ice, highest of any defense pairing in the league. 

5. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 
Points percentage: 0.669 
Games remaining: @ SJ (Apr. 21), @ ARI (Apr. 23), @ ANA 
(Apr. 24), @ COL (Apr. 26), vs. VGK (Apr. 29) 

The NHL's hottest team in April is led by the NHL's hottest 
scorer in April; forward Robert Thomas has 20 points this 
month. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 7 
Points percentage: 0.658 
Games remaining: vs. TOR (Apr. 21), vs. NSH (Apr. 23), @ 
FLA (Apr. 24), vs. CBJ (Apr. 26), @ CBJ (Apr. 28), @ NYI 
(Apr. 29) 

Depth carried the Lightning to back-to-back Stanley Cups, 
and it gives them a shot at a third. The Lightning have 10 15-
goal scorers on their roster, tied for most in the NHL. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 
Points percentage: 0.688 
Games remaining: vs. WPG (Apr. 21), @ NJ (Apr. 23), @ 
NYI (Apr. 24), @ NYR (Apr. 26), vs. NJ (Apr. 28) 

The Hurricanes are finishing strong this season. They have 
surrendered the second-fewest goals against (58) in the 
third, while also posting the second-best goal differential (38) 
in the final frame. 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 6 
Points percentage: 0.688 
Games remaining: @ NYI (Apr. 21), @ BOS (Apr. 23), vs. 
CAR (Apr. 26), vs. MTL (Apr. 27), vs. WSH (Apr. 29) 

Chris Kreider has 25 power-play goals with six games 
remaining. If he scores three more, he'll break Atlanta 
Thrashers legend Ilya Kovalchuk's record for most power-
play goals in a season during the salary cap era. 

9. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 10 
Points percentage: 0.651 
Games remaining: @ PIT (Apr. 21), vs. NYR (Apr. 23), @ 
MTL (Apr. 24), vs. FLA (Apr. 26), vs. BUF (Apr. 28), @ TOR 
(Apr. 29) 

The Bruins have the worst margin of victory of any playoff 
teams at home (2.01) which contributes to them being a 
league-worst 10-28 against the point spread at TD Garden 
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10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 8 
Points percentage: 0.678 
Games remaining: vs. VAN (Apr. 21), vs. SEA (Apr. 22), @ 
NSH (Apr. 24), vs. ARI (Apr. 26), vs. CGY (Apr. 28), vs. COL 
(Apr. 29) 

The Wild lead the league in goals scored after pulling the 
goalie, with 21. Relatedly, but unsurprisingly, the Wild have 
been the most aggressive at pulling the goalie, spending 87 
minutes with their net empty. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 9 
Points percentage: 0.630 
Games remaining: vs. BOS (Apr. 21), @ DET (Apr. 23), @ 
PHI (Apr. 24), vs. EDM (Apr. 26), vs. CBJ (Apr. 29) 

When the calendar turns to the playoffs, the Penguins will 
rejoice at not having to see the shootout anymore. No team 
has lost more times in the shootout than the playoff-bound 
Penguins, who sit at 3-7 in the skills contest. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 11 
Points percentage: 0.618 
Games remaining: vs. DAL (Apr. 20), vs. COL (Apr. 22), @ 
CBJ (Apr. 24), @ PIT (Apr. 26), vs. SJ (Apr. 28), vs. VAN 
(Apr. 29) 

Mike Smith has been the best goalie in the league since the 
calendar turned to April, with six wins, two shutouts, and an 
astonishing .955 save percentage. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 
Points percentage: 0.604 
Games remaining: @ TB (Apr. 23), vs. MIN (Apr. 24), vs. 
CGY (Apr. 26), @ COL (Apr. 28), @ ARI (Apr. 29) 

If you're in a fantasy league that counts penalty minutes, 
you've made a killing on the Predators duo of Mark 
Borowiecki and Tanner Jeannot, who are Nos. 1 and 2 in 
penalty minutes taken. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 14 
Points percentage: 0.632 
Games remaining: @ VGK (Apr. 20), @ ARI (Apr. 22), vs. 
TOR (Apr. 24), vs. NYI (Apr. 26), @ NYI (Apr. 28), @ NYR 
(Apr. 29) 

From our friends at ESPN Stats & Info: Alex Ovechkin has 
scored on 159 goaltenders in his career, fourth-most in NHL 
history, trailing just Jaromir Jagr, Patrick Marleau, and Mark 
Messier. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 15 
Points percentage: 0.599 
Games remaining: @ EDM (Apr. 20), @ CGY (Apr. 21), vs. 
SEA (Apr. 23), vs. VGK (Apr. 26), vs. ARI (Apr. 27), vs. ANA 
(Apr. 29) 

Jason Robertson leads the league in points by a forward 
heading into restricted free agency, with 70. Expect a sizable 
increase from the $750,000 he made this season. 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 16 
Points percentage: 0.565 
Games remaining: vs. WSH (Apr. 20), vs. SJ (Apr. 24), @ 
DAL (Apr. 26), @ CHI (Apr. 27), @ STL (Apr. 29) 

Goalie Logan Thompson has won five of his last six starts 
while racking up a .938 save percentage in that span. With 
the Golden Knights skating for their playoff lives, should they 
turn the net over to the rookie Thompson more often? 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 
Points percentage: 0.565 
Games remaining: @ MIN (Apr. 21), @ CGY (Apr. 23), vs. 
SEA (Apr. 26), vs. LA (Apr. 28), @ EDM (Apr. 29) 

Will the Canucks sneak into the playoffs? That's up in the air, 
but it certainly won't be for a lack of trying. In its first seven 
games since the start of April, Vancouver spent 240 minutes 
in the lead, third most in the NHL behind the playoff-bound 
Blues and Flames. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 17 
Points percentage: 0.526 
Games remaining: @ CAR (Apr. 21), vs. COL (Apr. 24), vs. 
PHI (Apr. 27), vs. CGY (Apr. 29), vs. SEA (May 1) 

There aren't many categories in which the Jets lead the 
league in something, but they're tied for the league lead in 
Gordie Howe Hat Tricks -- a goal, assist and fight by the 
same player in one game -- with two. 

19. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 18 
Points percentage: 0.590 
Games remaining: vs. CHI (Apr. 21), vs. ANA (Apr. 23), @ 
SEA (Apr. 27), @ VAN (Apr. 28) 

The Kings are a mix of veterans from the Stanley Cup years 
and a collection of high draft picks. This is reflected by the 
roster, featuring the most games played from players on 
entry-level contracts, as well as the fifth-most games played 
by players age 34 and above. 

20. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 20 
Points percentage: 0.526 
Games remaining: vs. NYR (Apr. 21), @ BUF (Apr. 23), vs. 
CAR (Apr. 24), @ WSH (Apr. 26), vs. WSH (Apr. 28), vs. TB 
(Apr. 29) 

Free agent signing Zdeno Chara hasn't had much to show 
on the stat sheets this season, but this past Thursday he 
finally scored his first goal as an Islander since Jan. 12, 
2001. To put that into perspective, 59 current NHL players 
and two franchises were born after that previous goal. 
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21. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 22 
Points percentage: 0.474 
Games remaining: @ LA (Apr. 23), vs. STL (Apr. 24), @ SJ 
(Apr. 26), @ DAL (Apr. 29) 

The retiring Ryan Getzlaf is the last player still with the 
Ducks who also played for the franchise when they were 
known as the Mighty Ducks (1993-94 through 2005-06). 
Once he retires, his longtime teammate Corey Perry will be 
the NHL's last remaining Mighty Duck. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 24 
Points percentage: 0.474 
Games remaining: vs. STL (Apr. 21), vs. CHI (Apr. 23), @ 
VGK (Apr. 24), vs. ANA (Apr. 26), @ EDM (Apr. 28), @ SEA 
(Apr. 29) 

Timo Meier has a strong argument for being the 2022 
fantasy hockey MVP. The Sharks forward was drafted in the 
16th round of ESPN's fantasy hockey game, on average, but 
performed to the level of a player drafted in the second 
round. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 
Points percentage: 0.494 
Games remaining: vs. OTT (Apr. 22), vs. EDM (Apr. 24), @ 
TB (Apr. 26), vs. TB (Apr. 28), @ PIT (Apr. 29) 

Patrik Laine has seen a career bounceback in his first full 
season in Columbus, on pace for his first point-per-game 
season and his highest shooting percentage since 2017-18. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 
Points percentage: 0.455 
Games remaining: @ FLA (Apr. 21), vs. PIT (Apr. 23), @ NJ 
(Apr. 24), @ TOR (Apr. 26), @ NJ (Apr. 29) 

Reason for optimism? The Red Wings improved their points 
percentage to .453, the club's highest since Henrik 
Zetterberg was lacing them up, as well as notching 18 wins 
on home ice, their highest single-season total since moving 
to Little Caesars Arena in 2017-18. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 23 
Points percentage: 0.442 
Games remaining: @ NJ (Apr. 21), vs. NYI (Apr. 23), @ BOS 
(Apr. 28), vs. CHI (Apr. 29) 

Since Feb. 17, the Sabres are 13-14-3 for 29 points, while 
the Golden Knights are 13-14-2 for just 28 points. What's the 
connection between those teams and that date? Oh, I don't 
know... 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 29 
Points percentage: 0.401 
Games remaining: vs. BUF (Apr. 21), vs. CAR (Apr. 23), vs. 

DET (Apr. 24), @ OTT (Apr. 26), @ CAR (Apr. 28), vs. DET 
(Apr. 29) 

An all-time record 107 goalies have started at least one 
game in the NHL this season, led by the Devils starting 
seven (Nico Daws, Mackenzie Blackwood, Jon Gillies, 
Jonathan Bernier, Akira Schmid, Andrew Hammond and 
Scott Wedgewood). 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 
Points percentage: 0.401 
Games remaining: @ ARI (Apr. 20), @ LA (Apr. 21), @ SJ 
(Apr. 23), vs. PHI (Apr. 25), vs. VGK (Apr. 27), @ BUF (Apr. 
29) 

Life is full of contradictions. The Blackhawks are tied for the 
league lead in most games with eight or more goals (3), 
while also being tied for the league lead in most times being 
shut out (8). 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 
Points percentage: 0.422 
Games remaining: @ CBJ (Apr. 22), vs. MTL (Apr. 23), vs. 
NJ (Apr. 26), vs. FLA (Apr. 28), @ PHI (Apr. 29) 

The Senators will miss the playoffs for the fifth consecutive 
season, but a bright spot has to be the development of their 
young talent. The Senators lead the NHL in goals and points 
scored by players on entry-level contracts. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 
Points percentage: 0.373 
Games remaining: vs. COL (Apr. 20), @ MIN (Apr. 22), @ 
DAL (Apr. 23), @ VAN (Apr. 26), vs. LA (Apr. 27), vs. SJ 
(Apr. 29), @ WPG (May 1) 

Whether they plan to use them to build organizational depth, 
or to bundle them together for a big trade, the Kraken have a 
league-high 34 draft picks to use over the next three 
seasons. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 
Points percentage: 0.370 
Games remaining: @ MTL (Apr. 21), vs. PIT (Apr. 24), @ 
CHI (Apr. 25), @ WPG (Apr. 27), vs. OTT (Apr. 29) 

The rebuilding Flyers have lost some of their home-ice 
dominance of seasons past, having surrendered a league-
worst 50 tie-breaking goals at home this season. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 28 
Points percentage: 0.331 
Games remaining: vs. PHI (Apr. 21), @ OTT (Apr. 23), vs. 
BOS (Apr. 24), @ NYR (Apr. 27), vs. FLA (Apr. 29) 

Despite being in the basement of the Eastern Conference, 
the Canadiens have the third-highest margin of victory when 
they do win at Bell Centre. The problem? They only have 10 
home wins. 
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32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 
Points percentage: 0.322 
Games remaining: vs. CHI (Apr. 20), vs. WSH (Apr. 22), vs. 
STL (Apr. 23), @ MIN (Apr. 26), @ DAL (Apr. 27), vs. NSH 
(Apr. 29) 

The Coyotes have not had many second-period leads, but 
when they do, they tend to hold on. What's more, the Yotes 
are a perfect 8-0 at protecting a second-period lead when 
away from Gila River Arena. Maybe the building is the 
problem, after all? 
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About Last Night: Shots, Goals and Milestones 

By Ryan Henkel  

Despite some blows down the middle, the Carolina 
Hurricanes managed to keep the offensive ball rolling last 
night against the Arizona Coyotes at Gila River Arena. 

Strong Performances in the Face of Adversity 

Look, we all know it was against the Arizona Coyotes, whose 
current roster along with the injury issues they’re facing, is 
not a good team, but still the Hurricanes came out and did 
what they needed to while missing some key pieces down 
the middle. 

Both Jordan Staal and Jesperi Kotkaniemi missed the game, 
each being day-to-day with minor injuries, and losing both of 
them takes a huge bite out of the team down the middle. 

Despite that, the new lines that Brind’Amour rolled out all had 
exceptional nights in terms of chance generation and actual 
scoring.  

Max Domi slid right into the third line center spot with Jesper 
Fast and Nino Niederreiter and all three of them scored a 
goal. 

Vincent Trocheck skating on a line with Andrei Svechnikov 
and Martin Necas got back onto the scoresheet and his line 
actually had the most chances created at even strength 
according to NaturalStatTrick.com.  

The new top line look put the Finns back together alongside 
rookie Seth Jarvis and it generated the most high-danger 
chances and Sebastian Aho scored yet another goal.  

The fourth line saw Steven Lorentz and Derek Stepan draw 
back into the lineup and their line had a noticeable jump and 
impact in the third period. 

The fact that the team can lose two centers and still field four 
effective lines is a testament to the depth that management 
had the foresight to go and get during the offseason and at 
the trade deadline. 

Milestones and Bounce Backs 

Not only was it an important win for Carolina, but it also 
came with a bunch of Canes setting or pulling closer to some 
key milestones.  

Here are a few of them: 

 The 51 shots that the Hurricanes put up against the 
Coyotes was the most shots they’ve had in a game 
this season. 

 Jesper Fast tied his career high in goals with 13. He 
last had 13 goals in 2017-18 with the New York 
Rangers. 

 Max Domi scored his first goal as a Carolina 
Hurricane which was subsequently also his 100th 
career NHL goal. 

 Brett Pesce, who had two assists last night, is just 
one point away from tying his career best of 29 
points. 

 Both Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter, who 
each scored last night, are just two goals off of tying 
their career bests.  

 The 23-save performance by Antti Raanta came in 
his first game back in Arizona since he left in free 
agency. Raanta was the goaltender there from 
2017-2021.  

But not only was it a good game for milestones, but it was 
also a good game for a couple of bounce backs. 

Vincent Trocheck, who had just one goal in his last 12 
games, got the scoring going early with his 20th goal of the 
season and Martin Necas had an assist for his first point in 
11 games. For Domi, it was also the first time he scored 
since February 17. 

Defensive Slips 

Even though it was against the Arizona Coyotes, whose best 
players are either injured or traded, the Canes still left a lot to 
be desired defensively through the first 40 minutes.  

All three Coyotes goals came off odd-man rushes sprung by 
defensive breakdowns and it made the game a whole lot 
closer than it should have been. 

The first goal came after a faceoff win by the Hurricanes. 
Jaccob Slavin tried to execute a give-and-go with Teuvo 
Teravainen, but Teravainen’s pass was picked off leaving 
him the only man back for an ensuing 3-on-1. He was the 
only man back because at the same time that Slavin was 
sliding down the wall for the pass, Tony DeAngelo also 
activated down the wall on the other side. 

The second goal came from a long stretch pass from behind 
the Coyotes net. Brady Skjei did not pick up Loui Eriksson 
behind him who collected the bank pass off the wall and 
sprung a 2-on-1 which he elected to keep and score on. 

Finally, the third goal came from a couple of gaffs in the 
neutral zone by Carolina. Brendan Smith tried to lay a hit at 
the offensive blueline, but the puck still got out, leaving him 
too far back to impact the developing play. Carolina had 
numbers back to support, but upon the zone entry, both 
Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter collapsed to the drop pass 
recipient and left Alex Galchenyuk, who had entered the 
zone, open.  
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And he was fed a quick pass across which he buried, as 
Ethan Bear was already too far back to get a stick on the 
pass across or the shot.  

These weren’t the only misplays defensively by the 
Hurricanes last night, just the ones that turned into goals, but 
the key for the team was the fact that they turned it around in 
the third period. 

The Canes locked things down in the final frame, allowing 
just five shots total and never even giving Arizona the 
chance to pull their goaltender. Their gaps were tight, the 
puck pressure was strong and they were just mentally 
engaged.  

It was how the defensive structure has needed to look for a 
while now and hopefully that sort of play can become more 
of a standard practice rather than an occasional occurrence
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Injuries, shaky defense threaten thriving Canes offense ahead of postseason  

By Rachel Umbach  

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Aanti Raanta passes the puck 
during the game against the Detroit Red Wings on Thursday, 
April 14, 2022 in PNC Arena. Raanta had a total of 19 saves 
during the game. The Hurricanes lost to the Red Wings 3-0. 

There’s less than 10 games left of the regular NHL season. 
While the Carolina Hurricanes (49-20-8) have already 
clinched a playoff spot, they still sit just two points ahead of 
the New York Rangers in the Metro Division standings. 

As the regular season winds down and the playoff picture 
gets drawn up, let's take a look at these last few days of 
Canes hockey and discuss some key takeaways for the rest 
of the regular season. 

Lighting the lamp 

The Hurricanes’ success on offense continues to be one of 
their greatest strengths heading down the stretch. 

Right wing Andrei Svechnikov and center Sebastian Aho 
have continued their great seasons as of late, with Aho 
leading the team in goals and points. Svechnikov has five 
points in the last five games while Aho has nine points in the 
month of April, including a two-goal game against the Buffalo 
Sabres on April 7. 

Defenseman Brady Skjei has also made an impact as of late 
with five points since April 10. Center Max Domi, the Canes’ 
lone addition at the trade deadline, also joined in on the 
scoring action with a two-point performance against the 
Arizona Coyotes April 18, including his first goal for Carolina. 

Center Jordan Staal has been another notable name, riding 
a hot streak in April with eight goals including a hat trick 
against the Anaheim Ducks on April 10 and two more goals 
against the Coyotes. 

The depth throughout the lineup and the ability to score no 
matter who is on the ice has brought Carolina to where it sits 
right now and can carry the team through the postseason, so 
long as its defense stays strong as well. 

Goaltending depth getting tested 

Goaltenders Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta anchored 
the Canes in net for much of the season. This netminding 
duo has been a large part of what has made this team so 
successful. 

Andersen had an All-Star-caliber season up until February, 
where his play dropped off after a week-long break in the 
schedule to start the month. Andersen only let up 58 goals in 

30 games before that stretch, but has already allowed 52 
goals in just 22 games since then. He also sustained an 
injury that required him to be helped off the ice at the tail end 
of his most recent appearance on April 16. While there 
haven’t been many details released about that lower-body 
injury, he’s expected to be out at least a week. 

In response, Carolina called up goalie Pyotr Kochetkov from 
the Chicago Wolves, who has a 13-1-1 record with a .921 
save percentage in the AHL. 

Kochetkov has yet to make his NHL debut, but the Canes 
need Andersen back quickly to have any hope of winning the 
Metro and advancing past the first round of the playoffs. The 
Hurricanes will also hope that Andersen looks closer to his 
early-season form when he returns. 

Dinged up down the stretch 

Aside from Andersen, Staal and center Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
have been banged up as well. 

Both injuries seem to be day-to-day, so it’s possible 
Kotkaniemi, Staal or both see the ice in the Hurricanes’ next 
matchup against the Winnipeg Jets on April 21. These two 
are huge pieces of the lineup that Carolina would hope to 
have back sooner rather than later. 

Trips to the box 

Another recent struggle for the Hurricanes is their inability to 
stay out of the penalty box. 

In the past five games alone, Carolina has been on the 
penalty kill 17 times. While their PK unit ranks best in the 
league, the team can’t keep giving its opponents easier 
chances to score, especially with recent instability in the net. 

For continued success down the road, the Canes need to 
clean up their game and keep five skaters on the ice. 

The final countdown 

Carolina has just two more games at home in the regular 
season, against the Jets and the New Jersey Devils, while it 
hits the road for the other three games in between. 

One of those away games includes a matchup against the 
Rangers, who are currently battling Carolina for first place in 
the Metro division. 

The Hurricanes hold a slim two-point lead over the Rangers, 
so all five of Carolina’s remaining games will hold importance 
as the Canes fight to stay on top and secure a higher seed 
on their road to the Stanley Cup Final. 
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Smallman’s heroics not enough 

Chicago Wolves center Spencer Smallman posted two short-
handed goals in the third period to forge a tie, but Rockford’s 
Mike Hardman scored with 47 seconds left to give the 
IceHogs a 4-3 victory Tuesday night at Allstate Arena. 

Rookie center Vasili Ponomarev added his first North 
American professional goal for the Central Division champion 
Wolves (46-15-5-5), who outshot the IceHogs 18-5 in the 
third period and 47-28 overall. 

“I think our third period was good, but our first two were 
stinkers,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “The 
lesson is, If we develop bad habits, that will translate into 
Game 1 of the playoffs and we’ll go home real soon. 
Hopefully that’s a lesson that we take. We’re going to wrap 
that third period up and that’s how we have to play the next 
five games.” 

Rockford (35-26-4-1), which dropped its magic number to 3 
for a Calder Cup Playoff berth, opened the scoring 5:09 into 
the night when defenseman Isaak Phillips shoved home a 
rebound after goaltender Jack LaFontaine stopped Phillips’ 
first attempt at close range. The IceHogs boosted their lead 
to 2-0 on Mike Hardman’s quick blast from the left faceoff 
circle at 14:18. 

The Wolves slashed the deficit in half at 17:22 of the second 
on Ponomarev’s first goal in his seventh AHL game. He 
collected a Josh Jacobs pass behind the Rockford net and 
sent a backhand pass toward Jamieson Rees breaking 
toward the net. IceHogs defenseman Wyatt Kalynuk got his 
stick in the way and tapped it just across the goal line, 
though it took four minutes of discussion and official review 
to determine it was a good goal. 

The IceHogs responded with Andrei Altybarmakian’s power-
play goal from the top of the left circle with :00.3 remaining in 
the second. 

Chicago pulled within 3-2 on Smallman’s short-handed goal 
at 9:46 of the third. Moments after a delay to clean up 
Rockford goaltender Cale Morris’ vomit just outside the 
crease, Jacobs fired a wrister from the left faceoff circle and 
Morris left the rebound in the slot. Smallman pounced on it, 
moved to a better angle and flipped a backhand home. 

On Rockford’s next power play, Smallman claimed 
possession of the puck in the defensive zone and headed 
down the left wing while Jack Drury raced down the right side 
for a 2-on-1 opportunity. Smallman faked a pass to Drury, 
then roofed a shot over Morris for a 3-3 knot with 5:45 left in 
regulation. 

Rockford earned the game-winner with 46.4 seconds to go. 
Rockford dumped the puck down the ice to the back wall and 
the IceHogs’ Evan Barratt picked it up behind the net, found 
Hardman breaking toward the net for a quick strike. 

Morris (2-3-0), who graduated from South Elgin High School, 
recorded 44 saves in the win. LaFontaine (2-3-4) made 24 
stops. 

The Wolves travel to Grand Rapids on Friday night before 
hosting Milwaukee at 7 p.m. Saturday for First Responders 
Night and Grand Rapids at 3 p.m. Sunday for Papa Johns 
Family Sunday. The first 5,000 fans to enter Allstate Arena 
Sunday receive a set of Wolves Trading Cards, courtesy of 
Vienna Beef. To get the best seats for the regular season or 
postseason, contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://theathletic.com/3257219/2022/04/20/carolina-hurricanes-frederik-andersen-jordan-staal/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-goalie-depth-tested-late-in-season/ 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-4862ab4ecad247888851333ca5bdd4d5 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-615b390f6775e985799334c71747c927 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33768098/nhl-power-rankings-1-32-poll-plus-stat-season-every-team 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/19/23031854/about-last-night-carolina-hurricanes-hot-in-desert-working-on-in-separate-doc 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/injuries-shaky-defense-threaten-thriving-canes-offense-ahead-of-postseason/article_7237ddf8-c04e-11ec-

82c6-2b51f508ca44.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/19/smallmans-heroics-not-enough/ 
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1201512 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Loose pucks: The latest on Frederik Andersen and Jordan Staal, and 
what it means for the Hurricanes 

 

Sara Civian 

 

CanesLand has been in full meltdown mode ever since Saturday’s 7-4 
loss to the Avalanche, and for a few good reasons. 

There was, uh, the aforementioned 7-4 score, which came after Colorado 
opened up scoring 4-0. It was the most recent in a string of questionable 
losses that don’t technically matter since the Canes are in the playoffs 
but have many shaking their heads nonetheless. At the crux is a broken 
power play that’s gone 1-for-21 in the past nine games. 

The scoreboard was probably the best part of that game, though. The 
Canes lost two key players to injury during their futile comeback attempt. 
Captain Jordan Staal took a hit to the chest from Cale Makar. He landed 
on his back — not his head — and was able to exit the ice on his own. 

Minutes later, sure-to-be Vezina finalist Freddie Andersen succumbed to 
a left leg injury that he had been dealing with throughout the period. It 
looked like he initially tweaked his leg on one save, then a few saves 
later, it was clear he was having trouble putting weight on the left 
leg/knee. Canes trainer Doug Bennett helped him off the ice and into the 
locker room. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour had a range of updates before Monday’s 5-3 
win (in this economy?!) over the Coyotes. 

First, the good news. 

Staal was seen taking some strides at morning skate, which was 
obviously a good sign. 

“We never knew what was going to happen after that game with him, and 
I think we’re day-to-day,” Brind’Amour said. “So, that’s positive.” 

Indeed. Staal has been on a rampage ahead of the playoffs, which is 
convenient since the rest of the team is decidedly not on a rampage. On 
top of his usual pristine two-way game, he’s got eight goals in his past six 
games, including a hat trick. It’s been encouraging for the team to see 
him turn it up and lead by example, so it’s great he’s only considered 
day-to-day. 

It also looks like Jesperi Kotkaniemi may have re-aggravated the lower-
body injury that sidelined him for eight games in late March and early 
April, but luckily for the Canes, that doesn’t seem serious, either. 

“He’s the same (as Staal), kind of got nicked up again,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Not 100 percent. But I don’t envision him out too long.” 

Next, the bad — yet, hopeful — news. 

Brind’Amour said Andersen will be re-evaluated next Monday. This, of 
course, sounded better than a declaration that Andersen would be out for 
any amount of time during the playoffs. 

The Athletic’s Pierre LeBrun had reported before Brind’Amour’s 
conference that the Canes were waiting on Andersen’s MRI results, then 
he confirmed Monday that the results are negative. 

Hearing Andersen’s MRI came back negative which is good. There’s 
hope he can be ready for the playoffs. But as @SaraCivian says here, 
the team will have a better update next week on him. 
https://t.co/XCKYaib0h2 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) April 18, 2022 

Hope, you say? The Canes are going to need to have a lot of hope for 
any scenario in which he’s not back for the playoffs because the only 
other feasible option at this point would be letting backup goalie Antti 
Raanta ride out the entire run. 

I asked Brind’Amour if he’d thought about the plan if Andersen can’t go, 
and his answer basically summed up the need for Andersen. 

“I mean, there’s not really a lot of choices,” he said, half-laughing. “We’ve 
got two guys, and if one goes down, the other one goes, and that’s pretty 
much how it goes. There’s really not much decision-making going on. 
Sometimes the decisions are pretty much, there is no decision.” 

Would the Canes consider AHL goalie of the month and recent call-up 
Pyotr Kochetkov to start a playoff game or two? 

In 15 games with the Wolves, the 6-foot-3, 205-pound Russian went 13-
1-1, with a 2.09 goals-against average and a .921 save percentage. 
Super impressive for his North American professional debut, but the 
Wolves team around the 22-year-old is dang good. It’s helpful to see his 
.926 save percentage despite his KHL team’s 10-10-2 record from the 
beginning of the season. But still. As electric as he is, he’s young, has 
never played an NHL game and the Canes sought out the Andersen and 
Raanta tandem specifically for “veteran experience.” 

That said, Raanta has only played in five playoff games in his career, and 
his postseason track record isn’t exactly pristine (3.59 GAA, .846 save 
percentage). Most of that hasn’t been directly his fault, and he was 
mostly playing in relief of other goaltenders, but still: that’s a lack of 
experience, too. 

This is obviously a dilemma no one wants to have, and as Brind’Amour 
said, there are barely even decisions they can make to affect the 
outcome if Andersen is out. So, they’re hoping for the best, and they’re 
crossing the bridge to the worst if they get to it. 

Loose pucks 

• The Hurricanes have gone 4-5-0 in the month of April. They’ve lost to 
the Wild, Sabres, Islanders, Red Wings and quite badly to the Avalanche. 
I keep telling y’all not to worry too much — a decrease in play is to be 
expected after grinding to clinch a playoff spot, players are concerned 
with health above all (well, gulp, look how that turned out) and no team is 
going to win every game. You take a look at the historic Lightning teams, 
and they tapered off by the end of the season, too. I still say don’t worry 
about it too much. 
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• But I will now allow you one crumb of worry. Mainly because of the 
injuries, but also because the power play has been abysmal and it’s not 
really trending in the right direction. The Canes had the No. 2 power play 
in the league in the first 56 games of the season, converting on 25.9 
percent of chances. The power play ranked No. 2 in the league on March 
1, but it is No. 27 since. That’s not good, especially when you consider 
that it’s not like any instrumental power-play personnel have been out of 
the lineup. Maybe the unit is just biding its time until the postseason, 
where it will explode, but this is a habit that has clearly been trending 
down for a while. And as always, it’s the pattern and the process over the 
results. 

• The Canes have also been taking a high volume of shots and suffering 
a curse of the bounces. As much as it may not be their fault, it warrants 
some bad vibes from y’all. I’ll allow the bad vibes for now, but check back 
next week. 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.20.2022 

1201650 Winnipeg Jets 

 

Jets drop third straight game in 3-0 loss to Rangers 

 

Mike McIntyre 

9-12 minutes 4/19/2022 

 

For the Winnipeg Jets, it was a case of out of the frying pan and into the 
fire. 

Sure, they got to bid farewell to a pair of high-flying Florida teams that lit 
them up for 13 goals in back-to-back blowout losses last weekend. But 
the reward was being greeted by one of the NHL’s stingiest clubs, the 
New York Rangers, who smothered them with a Broadway-sized blanket 
and beat them 3-0 Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

A slightly more respectable loss, perhaps. But still two more points out 
the window, and no shortage of post-game frustration that has become a 
staple as of late. Despite some tidier play in their own end, don’t try 
painting this latest effort as some kind of moral victory or sign of progress 
with forward Pierre-Luc Dubois. 

"It’s been like this the whole year," the visibly frustrated 23-year-old said 
in a Zoom call, with plenty of deep sighs and long pauses between 
answers. 

"It just feels like, you know, the fun part of hockey is winning games. 
Within the game the fun part is dominating. It’s playing the full 60 minutes 
of the other team feeling like they’re trying to catch up to you, to your 
pace, to your puck movement, to your pressure," Dubois continued. 

"I think that’s what’s frustrating. There’s some nights where it just feels 
like we’re playing catch up, even if we’re close, even if it’s a close game. 
With the talent we have, I think we can do a much better job of forcing 
teams to play our way, and not us feeling like we’re trying to catch up to 
their pace, trying to catch up to their puck movement and their breakouts 
and everything." 

Winnipeg is now 35-31-11, having been outscored 16-5 through the first 
three games of this four-game Eastern Conference road trip that 
mercifully ends Thursday in Carolina. By then, the Jets could be officially 
eliminated from the playoffs. Dallas just needs a single point on 
Wednesday in their game against Edmonton to put the final nail in 
Winnipeg’s coffin. 

Dubois sounded downright envious at the style of hockey he’s witnessed 
from Florida, Tampa and New York, who are all the legitimate Stanley 
Cup contenders some thought Winnipeg might be this season. 

"You look at how they play, they play so fast. They get the puck, there’s 
no thinking, they’re gone. They trust each other with the puck, they have 
guys slashing across on the breakouts, the D is jumping," he said. 

"You look at those teams and they take risks, and I think if you’re not 
risking anything, you might not be giving anything up but at the same 
time you might not be getting anything either. Teams like that they re-
load fast. We have to be faster than them. I just think we can do a better 
job of forcing, especially the good teams, to adapt to our pace and adapt 
to our mindset, and not us chase after them." 

New York improves to 50-21-6, good for a share of first place in the 
Metropolitan Division with the Hurricanes. They’ve won three straight 
games, all by shutouts. 

In that sense, it felt like this game was pretty much over as soon as Ryan 
Strome scored on beautiful three-way passing play with Mika Zibanejad 
and Artemi Panarin at 15:57 of the second period to break a scoreless 
tie. Jets forward Morgan Barron, playing the team that traded him last 
month for Andrew Copp, was in the penalty box at the time for high-
sticking Filip Chytil. And defenceman Logan Stanley, playing for a 
second straight game over healthy scratch Dylan Samberg, got caught in 
no man’s land on the goal. 

Winnipeg had its share of chances both before and after the New York 
goal — Zach Sanford rang one off the post, Nikolaj Ehlers, Mason 
Appleton and Blake Wheeler all had good looks — but it was going to 
take a herculean effort to beat Igor Shesterkin, the runaway Vezina 
Trophy favourite who now boasts a league-leading .936 save 
percentage, along with a sparkling 2.01 goals-against-average and six 
shutouts on the year. 

"I would say that the score isn’t really reflective of the game that we 
played," said interim coach Dave Lowry, opting to focus on the silver 
linings he saw. 

"I really thought that after giving up that first goal, prior to that we had a 
lot of control of momentum. Unfortunately we make a mistake and it’s in 
the back of our net. In the second period, I liked what we were 
generating, I liked how we were creating and how we were attacking. We 
got good zone time and you know what, in the first period I thought we 
did a really good job of defending. I know the zone time isn’t reflective but 
it was the quality of chances that we did not give up tonight." 

The hole became even bigger at 11:47 of the third period when Rangers 
defenceman Adam Fox fired a long-range wrist shot through traffic that 
beat a screened Eric Comrie. Copp, who had 13 points in his first 13 
games with New York since the big trade, drew a helper on the play, then 
added another apple on Strome’s empty-netter in the final minute. 

"I thought that tonight we played a real solid game and deserved a better 
fate," said Lowry. "The way that we played tonight. The compete, the 
battle, the urgency and the effort is something that we will continue to 
demand. I thought that our guys played extremely hard and did a lot of 
good things. Unfortunately, we weren’t rewarded for it. With the 
remaining games, that’s what the expectation is." 

Comrie, making just his 13th start in 77 games, gave his club a fighting 
chance in stopping 31 of 33 shots. Unfortunately, the guy at the other 
end was a perfect 31-for-31. 

"I always want that challenge. I think you always want to say you’re better 
than the guy across from you and just do the best you can to beat that 
guy," Comrie said. 

Connor Hellebuyck, who got the hook in both Florida games last 
weekend, didn’t even dress on Tuesday night. He’s battling a non-COVID 
illness, which prompted the club to recall Manitoba Moose starter Mikhail 
Berdin to serve as Comrie’s backup. With the Jets out of playoff 
contention, it might mean getting Comrie a bit more work down the 
stretch, especially with Hellebuyck playing more minutes and facing more 
shots than any other NHL netminder. 

"I look at it this way: there’s only a certain number of things in life that you 
can control. You can control how hard you work, you can control if you 
showed up on time, you can control your attitude, and I try and control 
those things to the best of my abilities and let the rest take care of itself," 
Comrie said of trying to keep a positive attitude during a trying season for 
his team. 

"I try not to get too up and down. I try and stay positive and hard-working. 
It’s kind of the model I live my life by." 
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Samberg and Adam Brooks were the healthy scratches, while Mark 
Scheifele and Cole Perfetti remain out of the lineup with injuries. 
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Jets need to play for each other 

 

Mike McIntyre 

8-10 minutes 4/19/2022 

 

Kyle Connor raised some eyebrows the other night for post-game 
comments in which he suggested "lack of motivation (in) some of the 
guys in the room" could be to blame for back-to-back blowout losses in 
Florida. The 25-year-old leading scorer on the Winnipeg Jets was asked 
Tuesday in New York to expand on what he meant. 

"It’s a situation where we’re not happy with our past couple of games or 
our performance. Yeah, we’re playing two pretty good teams there, and 
down the stretch here too we’ve got some good teams, but I think we’ve 
got to look at it as an opportunity to grow as a team," Connor said via 
Zoom following the morning skate at Madison Square Garden. 

"Whatever the playoff picture may be, if we’re in or we’re out, it’s not 
looking good so it’s never too early to start building that chemistry as a 
team for next year and that template of what it looks like and build that 
good locker room. I think that’s what I was pointing to, for sure." 

Connor was asked if he was implying some of his teammates had 
already checked out? 

"I mean, it’s a long season. Not everybody is going to have their ‘A’ game 
every single night, but it’s what you do when you don’t bring it. You’ve 
still got to contribute to the game and I think as a group, we’ve got to hold 
each other accountable, for sure," he replied. 

Connor said regardless of position in the standings, motivation should 
never be an issue. 

"No, not at all. I mean, we’re all professional athletes. We get paid as a 
job. We’ve got to come to the rink and still do our job," he said. "It’s 
coming together as a team, playing for each other. We have all the skill in 
the world, it doesn’t mean anything if we’re not playing for each other, 
playing the right way. I think that’s going to be a pretty big focal point for 
us." 

So why has that become such a hot-button issue around here, especially 
with a core that was expected to compete for a championship and is now 
going to miss the playoffs entirely? 

"I mean, that’s tough to say. It’s the job of management to look at the 
longer-term picture, us as a group. I don’t think that we’re worried too 
much about two or three years down the road or something like that. 
We’re worried about the game at hand," said Connor. "What we can do 
as a group here for these last remaining games is come together as a 
team and support each other, play for each other." 

Speaking of Connor, his list of hockey sins is a short one this year. And 
his angelic on-ice behaviour might just earn him some hardware when 
the NHL’s awards are handed out later this spring. 

"I would think that would make him worthy of winning the Lady Byng 
trophy," his coach, Dave Lowry, said Tuesday. "A guy that has an impact 
every night on the outcome of a hockey game, leading the team in 
scoring, is one of the elite goal scorers in the National Hockey League, 
and he takes two minor penalties — that tells me right there he doesn’t 
get enough recognition. They don’t talk about him enough, nationally, for 
his accomplishments in the game." 

Indeed, Connor has spent a grand total of four minutes in the sin bin this 
season, which is remarkable for a top-line skater who plays heavy 

minutes and has put up a career-best 43 goals and 44 assists in 73 
games, prior to Tuesday’s battle with the Rangers. 

Connor is 14th in the NHL’s points race. There is no other skater 
currently in the top 80 who isn’t in double-digits with penalty minutes. 

A slash on Connor McDavid during a meeting with the Edmonton Oilers 
on Nov. 18 and a hook on Mathew Barzal of the New York Islanders on 
March 11 are his only two infractions. 

"I don’t remember the McDavid one. I do remember the Barzal one," 
Connor said. "That was recent. I mean he had a breakaway if I didn’t take 
that penalty. I think I got my stick in there and the refs decided it was a 
call. Not much to say." 

In other words, it was a good penalty to take. And Connor said he’s 
proud of his near-spotless record. 

"I don’t think anybody wants to take a penalty or put their team down on a 
penalty kill with all the power plays, talented top end guys," he said. 
"There are some good power plays out there. For me, from that 
standpoint it’s not like I’m looking to change the way I play, it’s just how I 
play. It’s always been in my game to play that way. Not looking to take 
any penalties is just how I play." 

*** 

Morgan Barron admits this one was circled on the calendar. The 23-year-
old Jets forward got to face the team that drafted him in 2017, then 
shipped him to Winnipeg at the trade deadline last month (along with a 
pair of draft picks) in exchange for Andrew Copp. 

"I’m excited to be back here and playing against them," said Barron, who 
skated on a new-look third line Tuesday with Adam Lowry and Mason 
Appleton. 

Barron scored his first NHL goal last year at MSG, a moment he will 
always treasure. 

"It was cool. It was at the tail end of a losing effort, so it was a little anti-
climactic. I just remember sitting next to some of the guys on the bench 
and them just telling me, ‘Remember this, enjoy it, cherish it,’" said 
Barron, who had a goal and an assist in his first eight games with the 
Jets. 

"This was something you dream about for your whole life, and you can 
always say you scored a goal in the NHL. I just wanted to score another 
and another, and I’m still kind of there. Looking back on it, it was a fun 
experience and great to score that goal. Hopefully there’s many more to 
come." 

The 6-4, 220-pounder from Nova Scotia is relishing the chance to 
showcase himself a bit down the stretch with a Jets team that is currently 
missing top centre Mark Scheifele and young forward Cole Perfetti to 
injuries. 

"I think there’s been some opportunity for me to play in different spots in 
the lineup. That was always kind of what I was looking for in New York, 
just a little bit of opportunity," he said. "I feel like I’ve done a pretty good 
job of taking advantage of what I’ve been offered so far and I want to 
continue to do that. Just try to build on every game, try to continue to 
earn the coaches and my teammates trust and keep rolling." 
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Jets play better, but suffer shutout loss to Rangers in New York 
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Igor Shesterkin (left) and Ryan Strome of the New York Rangers 
celebrate the win over the Winnipeg Jets. 

If you thought the Winnipeg Jets played a better game in their 3-0 loss to 
the New York Rangers on Tuesday night than they did in their previous 
two outings in Florida, you’d be right. 

If you thought, however, that made any difference to the overall feeling 
within the team, you’d be dead wrong. 

Sure, the Jets didn’t allow six goals against, as they did in their 6-1 
defeat to the Florida Panthers last Friday. They didn’t cough up seven, 
including five unanswered, as seen in a 7-4 loss to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning a night later. 

But it doesn’t make a lick of a difference when you’re chasing yet another 
game. Not in a season where you’ve been preyed upon heavily and have 
rarely played the part of a predator. 

“It just feels like, you know, the fun part of hockey is winning games,” 
forward Pierre-Luc Dubois said, visibly distraught on a post-game Zoom 
call. “Within the game, the fun part is dominating. It’s playing the full 60 
minutes of the other team feeling like they’re trying to catch up to you, to 
your pace, to your puck movement, to your pressure. I think that’s what’s 
frustrating.” 

Winnipeg’s latest loss was their third straight of their current four-game 
trip, with only a stop in Carolina on Thursday before the team returns to 
the city to close out the remainder of the regular season. 

In the first three games, they’ve been outscored 16-5 and have fallen to 
35-21-11 on the season. 

The Jets remained 10 points back of the Dallas Stars for the final wild-
card spot in the Western Conference. Winnipeg’s season could be put on 
ice as early as Wednesday night if the Stars manage to earn a single 
point in their matchup with the Edmonton Oilers. 

Indeed, Winnipeg’s tragic number is down to one, meaning any loss now 
eliminates them, or any point from the Stars in their final six games. 

The only world where they make the Stanley Cup playoffs is if Dallas 
loses out, the Jets win out and leapfrog both Vegas and Vancouver in the 
process. Technically, the Jets can still catch the Stars and beat them in a 
tiebreaker — the first of which is regulation wins (RW). 

Realistically, their chances are nil. Especially when scoring has come at 
such a premium lately. 

Winnipeg’s theme of conjuring up chances but failing to cash in on any of 
them was a staple of Tuesday’s defeat. 

Seemingly, everyone had a Grade-A chance, from Evgeny Svechnikov 
and Morgan Barron to Nikolaj Ehlers on a breakaway and Blake Wheeler 
on a doorstep deke. 

Nothing was breaching Igor Shesterkin, however. 

The NHL’s leader in save percentage and goals-against average lived up 
to the standards he has set for himself this season, benchmarks that will 
undoubtedly see him earn the Vezina as the league’s best goalie, and 
perhaps even the outright MVP. 

Shesterkin was brilliant, stopping all 31 shots he faced to help the 
Rangers earn their 50th win of the season, moving them back into a tie 
for first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

The lack of run support from the Jets, meanwhile, wasted a good start 
from Eric Comrie, who stopped 31 of the 34 shots he faced. 

“I thought Eric played outstanding,” interim head coach Dave Lowry said. 
“He made a lot of big saves, but he played quiet. The puck hit him. There 
were not a lot of second and third chances where pucks were hitting him 
and coming out. He was in control tonight and he gave us a chance.” 

Dubois figured Comrie was just as good, if not better. 

As Lowry said, he gave them a chance. 

Comrie stopped 23 shots through the first 40 minutes to keep Winnipeg 
within a goal. 

Ryan Strome, who centres a line with Rangers leading point-getter 
Artemi Panarin and former Jets winger Andrew Copp, opened the scoring 
at 15:57 of the second period, scoring on the power play after a centring 
feed from Mika Zibanejad. 

Adam Fox, the reigning Norris Trophy winner as the NHL’s top 
defenceman, made it 2-0 at 11:47 of the third, and Strome potted his 
second of the night into the empty net with 33 seconds left. 

Copp, facing his former team for the first time since being dealt at last 
month’s trade deadline, added two assists — getting the final laugh after 
Adam Lowry beat him on the opening faceoff of the game. 

“There’s some nights where it just feels like we’re playing catch up, even 
if we’re close, even if it’s a close game,” Dubois said. “With the talent we 
have, I think we can do a much better job of forcing teams to play our 
way, and not us feeling like we’re trying to catch up to their pace, trying to 
catch up to their puck movement and their breakouts and everything. 

“I think we can do a better job of being a step ahead in a lot of those 
categories, especially with the talent we have.” 
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Jets star Kyle Connor's bid for Lady Byng a no-brainer 
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Kyle Connor smiles during Winnipeg Jets practice in Winnipeg on 
Monday April 4, 2022. 

When the scribes of the hockey world come together to hash out end-of-
season awards later this month, the Winnipeg Jets won’t find too many of 
their players pushing for major hardware. 

Such is the case when a miserable season ends well outside of the 
playoff line. 

But one award that sidesteps all of that is the Lady Byng, handed out 
annually to a player judged to have displayed both a high level of 
sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct while excelling with their playing 
ability. 

This is where Kyle Connor enters the fray. 

Generally speaking, the award is given to players who rack up sterling 
point totals while keeping themselves out of the penalty box. 

Past winners of the award include Florida’s Aleksander Barkov, who 
during the last full NHL season in 2018-19, played all 82 games, 
amassed 96 points and committed just four infractions for eight total 
penalty minutes. 

In 2016-17, Calgary’s Johnny Gaudreau played 72 games, had 64 points 
and just four penalty minutes. 

With six games remaining on the 2021-22 docket (heading into 
Tuesday’s action), Connor had played 73 games, built up a stat line of 43 
goals and 87 points, and has committed just two fouls — a hooking call 
on Mar Barzal during a March meeting with the New York Islanders, and 
a Nov. 18 tie with the Edmonton Oilers, where Connor slashed Connor 
McDavid. 

That’s it. 

“I don’t think anybody wants to take a penalty or put their team down on a 
penalty kill with all the power plays, talented top-end guys,” Connor said 
Tuesday when asked about the award. “There are some good power 
plays out there. For me, from that standpoint it’s not like I’m looking to 
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change the way I play, it’s just how I play. It’s always been in my game to 
play that way. Not looking to take any penalties is just how I play.” 

Barring the first fight of his NHL career, or a 10-minute misconduct (he 
has just one of those during his six-year NHL career — against now-
teammate Brenden Dillon), his argument shouldn’t have a counter. 

Of course, a third minor wouldn’t rock the boat either. 

Connor’s lead in this category is large, especially when you factor in the 
points, the games played, and particularly, the time Connor spends on 
the ice per game. 

Among forwards, he ranks third with 21:51. 

“It’s intelligence and quickness,” interim head coach Dave Lowry said 
when asked about the difficulty of being a superstar and staying out of 
the box. “When you have the puck, you’re not taking penalties. I think 
those are key contributing factors. This is a guy here that is extremely 
quick. I don’t think he gets enough recognition for that as well. He has a 
very good stick, he’s a very intelligent player. His quickness makes him 
evasive and it makes him able to get in and out, and he can recover, so 
he’s not using his stick.” 

Even if this award may be starting to skew toward defencemen (Jaccob 
Slavin won it last year after picking up just two penalty minutes in 52 
games), Connor’s achievement this season trumps that. Slavin has 10 
penalty minutes this year, which certainly shouldn’t go unnoticed. But 
while six minutes doesn’t seem like much, it makes all the difference 
when it comes to the Byng. 

And the clincher? Connor’s best season statistically hasn’t come at the 
expense of trying to cheat the game. 

When he put up previous career highs in goals (38) and points (73) 
during the truncated 2019-20 season, he had 34 penalty minutes by 
comparison — nearly nine times more. 

Lowry feels the recognition is granted, especially for a player the league 
has looked over in the past. 

“A guy that has an impact every night on the outcome of a hockey game, 
leading the team in scoring, is one of the elite goal scorers in the National 
Hockey League, and he takes two minor penalties — that tells me right 
there he doesn’t get enough recognition,” he said. “They don’t talk about 
him enough, nationally, for his accomplishments in the game.” 

 

Winnipeg Sun LOADED 04.20.2022 

1201654 Winnipeg Jets 

 

GAME NIGHT: Jets at Rangers 
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A loss would do it. Any Dallas Stars win from here on out will also send 
Winnipeg’s season to the gallows. But there’s still a world where the Jets 
win out, and Dallas, Vancouver and Vegas all lose out and… yeah, that’s 
not going to happen. But, until the math lady sings, the Jets still have a 
chance. Unfortunately for them, they face another juggernaut in the New 
York Rangers. The Blue Shirts beat the Jets 4-1 on March 6 in their first 
meeting of the season. 

THREE THINGS ABOUT THE RANGERS 

The Jets will find a familiar face in the Rangers lineup. Well, two. But 
they’ve played against Jacob Trouba since his departure a few seasons 
ago. This time, it will be Andrew Copp’s first game against the team that 
drafted him in the fourth round in 2013. Copp was dealt to the Rangers at 
the trade deadline for a pair of second-round picks and a Morgan Barron. 

Copp has fit right in with his new Rangers teammates, with five goals and 
13 points in 13 games since the trade, while he was a 0.39 point-per-
game player during his time with the Jets. He now plies his trade on the 
right-wing opposite Artemi Panarin and with Ryan Strome down the 
middle. 

The Jets could face Alexandar Georgiev between the pipes if the 
Rangers elect to rest Igor Shesterkin. Georgiev comes with a sub-.900 
save percentage on the season. Shesterkin, meanwhile, is the shoo-in 
for the Vezina and will get plenty of MVP consideration. 

 

Winnipeg Sun LOADED 04.20.2022 

1201655 Winnipeg Jets 

 

Josh Morrissey’s hardest loss: How cherished moments with dying father 
transformed Jets star 

 

By Murat Ates 

Apr 19, 2022 

 

Josh Morrissey spent the 2021 NHL season knowing each game he 
played might be the last one his dad ever saw. 

When the last game came — Winnipeg’s 3-2 loss to Montreal, 
completing a jarring Canadiens sweep — Morrissey was alone in his 
knowledge of what it meant. 

When the handshakes were over and Morrissey returned to his Bell 
Centre stall, he couldn’t bring himself to change out of his gear. One by 
one, his teammates took off their jerseys and equipment to get ready for 
the flight home. 

But Morrissey didn’t move. 

He slumped in his stall, equipment still on long after the final buzzer. 

Morrissey had shared the news of his dad Tom’s brain cancer with as 
small a social support network as possible. Jets leadership knew. The 
men with letters knew. But most of Morrissey’s teammates did not. 

His dad’s diagnosis had come in August 2020, shortly after Winnipeg lost 
to Calgary in the Edmonton bubble. Chemotherapy began that fall. By the 
time Morrissey joined the Jets at camp to start the 2021 season, he and 
his dad both understood that it was likely to be the last one Tom would 
get to see. 

“He didn’t miss one game, one shift that entire year,” says Morrissey. 
“We’d call after every game. Then text. As texting became harder, the 
nurses would help him out, or friends, or my brother (Jacob), to the point 
where, in the Montreal series, he was literally standing a foot away from 
the TV trying to see what was going on and he was still making insightful 
comments about the play.” 

Morrissey played an excellent series against Edmonton, partnering with 
Dylan DeMelo and playing big minutes against Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl. The Jets had been written off by many observers; they 
shocked the Oilers with a four-game sweep. Tom got to watch his son 
play hockey on TV for a little while longer. 

Morrissey was emboldened heading into Winnipeg’s second-round 
series. 

“I knew how much excitement and joy it was bringing him,” he says. “I felt 
like I was playing, so much, for him.” 

Winnipeg’s second-round loss to Montreal was a stunning 
disappointment. DeMelo was injured on his first shift of the series, Mark 
Scheifele was suspended for his hit on Jake Evans and Montreal 
steamrolled the Jets. When Tyler Toffoli won Game 4 in overtime, 
completing the sweep, Morrissey was overwhelmed by his emotions. 
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“Sometimes, you don’t realize how much something’s weighing on you,” 
Morrissey says. “I’m not a big crier most of the time but it just all came 
out. I couldn’t really stop it. It was just so, so much. I think it was the 
weight of the entire year. Ever since he was diagnosed, not once did I 
have the option — in my mind — to not be strong for him. That was the 
first time that it all came out.” 

Blake Wheeler was one of a very small number of people who 
understood the full extent of Morrissey’s pain. 

The 6-foot-5 Jets captain, well-known for his curmudgeonly affectation 
with the media, recognized his teammate’s distress. He approached 
Morrissey at his stall. 

“He’s a big guy — he’s a lot bigger than me — and he just grabbed me. 
It’s emotional for me even talking about it right now. I’ll never forget it. He 
just gave me a big hug. I was almost squirming away and he just 
swallowed me up with his hug and just stayed there with me for a few 
minutes,” says Morrissey. “I’ll never forget Wheels giving me that hug 
and saying, ‘He’ll be so proud of you.’” 

The years between Morrissey, 27, and Wheeler, 35, allows Morrissey to 
look up to his captain as much as a mentor as a good friend. 

He says Wheeler would do anything for his teammates, including giving 
him a hug that no one else would have known he needed. 

He also says Wheeler would hate to have this story told. 

“I haven’t talked about this once, actually,” says Morrissey. “I haven’t told 
this story. It’s emotional for me. Just what it meant for Wheeler as a 
friend and as a captain. It meant the world to me.” 

The hug ended. Wheeler returned to his stall while Morrissey stayed 
frozen in his. 

More time passed. Eventually, everyone cleared out of the Jets dressing 
room. That’s when Morrissey dug out his phone and went back to his 
stall, still wearing all of his equipment, still thinking about his dad. 

“I wouldn’t take my gear off,” Morrissey says. “I felt bad for the trainers 
but it just felt like as soon as I took my gear off, the game was officially 
over. So I called him.” 

Morrissey was the last one left in the visitors dressing room when Tom 
answered his postgame phone call. 

As always, Morrissey talked to his dad about that night’s game. Then 
father and son talked about the journey — the whole journey — to the 
NHL. 

“I just told him, ‘Thank you so much for everything. I’m sorry we couldn’t 
go further and play more games for you.’ And as always, he just was so 
complimentary of me. We talked about how we’d made it to the NHL … 
How we achieved that. It’s emotional to think about but I’m so glad that I 
had that moment with him on the phone.” 

As the moment continued, Morrissey walked down the tunnel in his 
skates and looked out over the Bell Centre ice. He’d gone from his 
basement to the garage, from outdoor ice to the biggest stage on the 
planet, and he wanted to thank his dad one more time for the dream that 
came true. 

“Other than maybe the diagnosis and certainly his eventual passing, it 
was probably the most difficult moment that I experienced during the 
entire time. Certainly emotional. At the same time, it was beautiful in a 
way. We had dreamed of it. I dreamed of playing in the NHL and he had 
that dream for me. I know that he’s looking down and watching me still 
today and watching all our games and cheering us on.” 

His dad had been with him on the ice from his first skate, pushing a chair 
around outdoor Calgary ice, and continued to give him advice throughout 
his NHL career. 

Morrissey started as the boy shooting foam Calgary Hitmen pucks in his 
family’s unfinished basement with his dad and his little brother Jake. He 
was a devout Flames fan, idolizing Jarome Iginla, and was able to attend 
a few Flames morning skates through a neighbourhood connection. The 
first tears Morrissey shed for playoff hockey were when Tampa Bay beat 
Calgary in Game 7 of the 2004 Stanley Cup Final; he still believes Martin 
Gelinas’ disallowed goal in Game 6 should have counted. 

Josh and Jake soon swapped foam pucks for hard rubber. Tom installed 
wood planking behind the basement net to protect the walls but not 
before Josh’s ever-improving shot put holes in the vapour barrier and 
deposited a few pucks in the insulation. 

“I’m sure whoever owns that house now … if they did develop the 
basement, there’s definitely some hockey pucks in the walls down there,” 
Morrissey says. 

The boys then graduated to the garage, making their parents park 
outside, and Josh’s shot got better still. He left young Jake with “more 
bruises than he needed,” firing away at his little brother until the budding 
young goaltender had enough. 

Both Morrissey boys were dedicated athletes, just like their father. Tom 
had captained teams in multiple sports in his youth, coached a AAAA 
high school basketball team to an Alberta provincial championship and 
started a hockey camp for defencemen called “D-Rules” in 2005. 

His sons put hockey at the heart of their dreams. 

Josh Morrissey was drafted by Prince Albert of the WHL and made his 
Raiders debut at 16. He played for Canada’s under-18 team twice, was 
named to the under-20 World Junior Championship All-Star team in 2015 
and won the WHL championship after a trade to Kelowna — where Jake 
played 11 games in goal. Morrissey calls playing with his brother “one of 
my great hockey memories” but acknowledges that stopping to 
appreciate each moment as it happened didn’t come naturally to him as a 
teenager. 

The professional milestones — and accolades — came quickly after that. 
Drafted by Winnipeg in 2013, Morrissey became a Jets regular by 21 and 
was a star at 22. At 23, he played top minutes with Jacob Trouba 
throughout the 2018 Stanley Cup playoffs — still the high-water mark for 
the franchise. 

Then came the first moments of trouble. 

A collision with Vinnie Hinostroza the night before the 2019 trade 
deadline ended Morrissey’s season. He watched the final 23 games of 
that year as Winnipeg struggled terribly down the stretch, stumbling into 
the playoffs for a first-round meeting with St. Louis. That series ended in 
six games and was soon followed by a complete overhaul of the Jets 
defence. Dustin Byfuglien took a permanent leave of absence while 
Trouba was traded and other veterans left through free agency. 

Morrissey signed an eight-year, $50 million contract extension and was 
awarded an “A” on his jersey to start the 2019-20 season. The dramatic 
increase in responsibility, coupled with a decimated defence corps, led to 
the first disappointing season of Morrissey’s career. 

“That year in particular was just so much more on my plate,” says 
Morrissey. “It wasn’t a gradual change.” 

The Jets were not in a playoff spot when COVID-19 stopped the season. 
Winnipeg’s quality of play had dropped precipitously from the previous 
season and Morrissey was a part of that. His innate sense of 
perfectionism became a dangerous, double-edged sword.  

“I’m very self-critical of my own game,” Morrissey says. “Whatever could 
be said about me or written about me, I’m 10 times more critical. Lots of 
those traits have been very positive helping me grow my career, to work 
hard and push myself to get better. At the same time, they can also be 
things that are detrimental if you let them get to be too much or if you 
worry about the little things too much.” 

The pandemic-induced pause gave Morrissey a rest, while the NHL’s 
return to play gave him a renewed sense of optimism. Despite the team’s 
uneven regular season, the Jets would face the Flames in the playoff 
qualification round. But not everything in the Edmonton bubble went as 
planned. 

And when the 2020 season ended, Morrissey would be forced to forget 
about the “little things” altogether. 

Winnipeg’s qualification round was an instant letdown. 

Scheifele was injured in Game 1 and Calgary’s heavy forwards proved to 
be too much for the Jets to handle through the rest of the series. Nearly a 
year had gone by since Morrissey’s new contract, Byfuglien’s departure 
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and the pressure that came with wearing an “A” on a depleted defence 
corps. Winnipeg’s postseason dreams ended in four games. 

“I’m a big believer that everything happens for a reason,” Morrissey says. 
“Obviously that was a disappointing series but I think it was maybe 10 
days later that I found out.” 

The Jets were eliminated on Aug. 6. The middle of August would typically 
mark Morrissey’s return to Winnipeg for Jets camp. Instead, he was 
heading to the lake for a short vacation when he learned his dad had 
cancer. 

“What would I have done if I was in the bubble?” Morrissey asked 
himself. “What decision would that have presented? I know my dad 
would have wanted me to keep playing but I just couldn’t imagine what 
that would have been like.” 

Morrissey was able to change his schedule to be home in Calgary 
through the entire fall. If the 2020-21 NHL season hadn’t been delayed 
until January, he would have been in Winnipeg instead of spending 
quality time with his dad. 

“Looking for silver linings has certainly been tough to do during this 
pandemic but the change in schedule allowed me to be home for the fall 
and, quite frankly, through the best quality of life that he had in that last 
year as things progressed — in the wrong direction, unfortunately. I really 
had to step up and do a lot of things for him. We all did, as a family, and 
some really amazing close friends as well. But if I was (playing) in the 
season, I wouldn’t have been able to be there,” he says. 

Family illness is difficult under any circumstances, let alone when 
hospitals are limiting visitors to one or sometimes none to avoid a 
potential outbreak. In the fall of 2020, COVID-19 testing was not as 
widely available as it is now, nor were there vaccines. 

“The biggest concern on my end was I didn’t want to give it to him as he 
was recovering or going through the chemo and radiation,” says 
Morrissey. 

The Morrisseys limited their interaction, keeping visitations as controlled 
as possible. To ensure that Josh’s potential exposure to COVID-19 was 
at an absolute minimum, he changed his entire workout regime. As 
friends and teammates were preparing for the 2021 season in groups, 
Morrissey worked out at home and skated on a small sheet of ice at his 
good friend’s barn just outside of Calgary. 

“It was a cool setup but it was about the size of maybe half a zone — 
whether the offensive zone or D-zone, whichever way you want to look at 
it,” Morrissey says. “That was the best I could do. I knew a bunch of guys 
who were having more normal skates but putting yourself at a little more 
risk of getting COVID and I wanted to be able to see my dad. I needed to 
be able to see him to do certain things that he couldn’t do or help him 
out.” 

One day that fall, when Tom was feeling his best, Josh and Jake got him 
to come out to the barn where Josh was training. Tom got his skates on 
and picked up a stick — he shot left like Josh does — and the three men 
played hockey. Hours went by as they passed, skated and shot pucks for 
the love of it and nothing more, just like they had done in the basement 
and the garage when Josh and Jake were boys. 

It is a treasured memory. 

Morrissey had always seen his dad as the strong one. 

As a person who never needed help or support. 

As a father who would “go to the ends of the world” for his sons. 

It was difficult to see his dad as the person who needed care. 

“I think that was hard, maybe as hard as anything — seeing a parent or 
loved one be vulnerable and knowing that you need to step up,” 
Morrissey says. “But at the same time, I think that’s something you do for 
them because they’ve always been there for you.” 

Fall 2020 meant processing that new reality. The 2021 season meant 
leaving it behind. 

“Leaving for the season was a very surreal moment,” Morrissey says. “I 
think we both knew that, probably, things weren’t going to go well in the 
next number of months.” 

With Morrissey away at Jets camp, family and close friends took on an 
even bigger share of the load. 

“I would be remiss without mentioning a few people,” Morrissey says. “My 
brother, the Bean family — we wouldn’t have been able to manage 
without Dave and Liz and their family — I still don’t have words to 
describe their support for us … And my mom (Bev Jarvis) stepped up as 
well.” 

Morrissey’s parents divorced when he was 11 or 12, he says, but his 
mom’s support for Tom was unflagging. 

When the Jets visited Calgary, father and son were able to see each 
other — outdoors, due to Tom’s immunocompromised state. They 
maintained their postgame ritual, communicating in phone calls and 
texts, as Morrissey struggled on and off the ice. The Jets qualified for the 
playoffs but finished the regular season having lost 10 of 15 games. 

As he prepared for the playoffs, Morrissey was struck by his dad’s 
positivity. 

Tom was a lifelong educator, earning his Master of Education degree 
from Gonzaga University. He had many passions but coaching was his 
calling and fatherhood was his joy. 

So he put his son’s well-being first. 

Whenever they spoke, Tom skimmed past the worst details from his 
doctors, using all of his energy to keep Josh in good spirits. 

“I couldn’t have been more grateful to him for the way he approached it,” 
Morrissey says. “Even at a time that he needed help, he was still trying to 
help me with my career and with my life. It makes me want to do that 
someday as a father down the line.” 

It is this deep sense of gratitude with which Morrissey approached his 
final postgame call with Dad from deep inside Montreal’s Bell Centre. 

“Thank you,” he made sure to say. “We achieved our NHL dream.” 

Tom Morrissey died two months after that call, on Aug. 8, 2021, one day 
before his 70th birthday. He continued to impart wisdom to his son 
throughout those summer months. 

“One of the things that my dad said to me throughout the summer and in 
one of our last conversations was to not let it affect me forever,” 
Morrissey says. “Go into the season, do your thing, play your game, have 
fun and enjoy your life. That advice to me was so meaningful and the 
level of support from the hockey community, my family, my friends, it was 
just so impactful.” 

Morrissey has improved his game by leaps and bounds this season. 

He arrived at camp looking like a faster, stronger, rejuvenated player and 
carried that momentum into the season. He has set career highs in goals 
and points, attacking with confidence and controlling the flow of play like 
a top-pairing defenceman in his prime. 

He credits his dad for the transformation. Tom taught Josh that if he put 
the work in, he would feel a sense of validation. That this sense of 
validation would become confidence. 

So Morrissey revamped his training regimen heading into the current 
season. 

“Knowing what my strengths are, my game has to be built around 
quickness and speed,” he says. “I changed trainers last offseason and 
ended up going more to a speed program with a lot of power and 
explosiveness and I absolutely loved it.” 

Morrissey’s power and explosiveness have been evident from Day 1 of 
training camp but his offseason training tells just part of the story. 

His dad’s final message of empowerment — to enjoy every moment, to 
play his game — has helped him feel free. 

“It almost felt like once I went through enough time grieving, I did feel a 
sense of freedom that I could move on into this season and this next 
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stage of my life,” Morrissey says. “I knew that’s what my dad wanted me 
to do. It felt, coming back to the year, like I was not carrying around this 
extra weight that I had been. I think going through that process of having 
to step up and take on a lot more than I had ever before and a lot more 
serious, heartfelt things, it definitely, I think, helped grow me as a 
person.” 

Morrissey says he approaches his day-to-day life with a greater sense of 
gratitude now than he did in the past. He thinks of positivity in the face of 
tough times as one of the most important lessons he learned from his 
dad. He says bad days don’t get him down as much as they did. 
Turnovers or missed checks no longer feel like the end of the world. 

He is learning not to put so much pressure on himself. He is learning to 
appreciate every moment and to love the game of hockey the same way 
he did as a kid. 

And he is, above all else, grateful for his dad’s courage and the 
perspective it created. 
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Islanders fall to Panthers on Aleksander Barkov’s overtime winner 

 

Ethan Sears 

2-2 minutes 20/04/2022 

 

The Islanders needed Ilya Sorokin to be nearly perfect to have a chance 
to beat the Panthers on Tuesday night.  

But while Sorokin kept them in the game, he could not win it himself, as 
Aleksander Barkov completed a hat trick just 20 seconds into overtime to 
give Florida a 3-2 victory at UBS Arena.  

After Jean-Gabriel Pageau gave the Islanders a 2-1 lead 1:01 into the 
third period, they were unable to hold onto that advantage. Barkov 
scored his second goal of the game with 3:58 to go, converting a 
rebound in the low slot at four-on-four to tie it.  

In overtime, Barkov converted a feed from Jonathan Huberdeau on the 
doorstep for the game-winner.  

The Panthers celebrate a goal by Aleksander Barkov during the second 
period of a game against the Islanders Tuesday, April 19, 2022, in 
Elmont, N.Y. 

Despite getting outshot heavily, the Islanders took the lead on Sebastian 
Aho’s second-period goal after Andy Greene fed him across the ice on a 
delayed penalty. Florida tied the score at 1-1 on Barkov’s wrist shot from 
the top of the slot during a power play at 14:12 of the second.  

The Panthers, as is their nature, had the better of the chances and the 
bulk of possession throughout the game. It was down to Sorokin, who 
finished with 39 saves, to keep the Islanders in it. In that, he flourished, 
continuing a run of excellence over the past month.  

As has been the case for much of the season, the Islanders (35-31-10) 
couldn’t do enough offensively, and their defense relied too heavily on 
Sorokin to bail it out.  

Against an elite Panthers team looking to make a deep playoff run a few 
weeks from now, that was never going to be enough. 
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Islanders' home fans pay tribute to legend Mike Bossy 

 

Ethan Sears 

4-5 minutes 20/04/2022 

 

The Islanders, fittingly, played their first game following Mike Bossy’s 
death in his hometown of Montreal last Friday night. And upon their 
return to Long Island on Tuesday following a three-game road trip, they 
gave Bossy a tribute in front of the home fans. 

“He is an Islander legend,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. “These are 
his people.” 

Those words rang true Tuesday night. 

The Islanders gave Bossy, who died of lung cancer at the age of 65, an 
extended pregame tribute that lasted more than eight minutes, complete 
with a video and moment of silence. They also laid wreaths at Bossy’s 
plaque in the entryway to UBS Arena. Bossy’s No. 22 was illuminated in 
the rafters. His wife, Lucie, and one of their daughters, Tanya, was in 
attendance, along with grandchildren Alexe and Gabrielle. 

“I looked back into the crowd after the video, was seeing some tears 
coming down a couple faces,” Mathew Barzal said after the 3-2 overtime 
loss to the Panthers. “Obviously there was probably a lot of people in the 
building tonight that saw him play live and saw him win on Long Island.” 

The Islanders hold a moment of silence for former Islander and Hockey 
Hall of Fame member Mike Bossy as they light up his No. 22 on the ice 
prior to their game against the Florida Panthers at UBS Arena on April 
19, 2022 in Elmont. 

Trotz said he liked that the tribute included not just highlights of Bossy, 
but the Hall of Famer himself speaking on his values. 

“I thought that was extremely touching and it was very well done,” Trotz 
said. “And it had, I think, an emotional response to anybody who had 
watched Mike play or come into contact with him over the years.” 

It’s the third time this season the Islanders have had to honor one of their 
alumni following his death. Clark Gillies and Jean Potvin, both of whom 
were part of the 1980 championship team with Bossy, died in late 
January and mid-March, respectively.  

“When you lose a guy, a player that was so important to the organization, 
so important to those Stanley Cups, it’s a sad day for the organization,” 
said Zach Parise, whose father, J.P. Parise, was an Islander during 
Bossy’s rookie season of 1977-78. “Was a player you look at and you 
see this is one of the greatest goal scorers of all time. You see his name, 
you see his picture, jersey in the rafters. So you understand the impact 
that he had here on The Island and with the team.” 

Matt Martin, who has spent most of his career with the Islanders, had a 
close relationship with Gillies and carries an appreciation for the history 
of the organization. 

“When you talk about Potvin and Gillies and Bossy and those guys who 
won four Cups in a row and brought so much pride to Long Island, to lose 
these people quickly in a year, it’s pretty tough,” Martin said. “I think we 
want to come out [Tuesday] and play with a lot of emotion. Just play a 
good hockey game.” 

The Islanders assigned second-round pick Aatu Räty to AHL Bridgeport 
following the conclusion of his season in the Finnish Liiga with Jukurit. 
Räty had 40 points in 41 games with Jukurit after starting his season with 
Kärpät. Trotz said there are no plans for him to make his NHL debut in 
the final seven games of the season. 
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Semyon Varlamov was available to play after missing time with a non-
COVID illness, but Ilya Sorokin got the start. Oliver Wahlstrom was a 
healthy scratch for the second straight game. 

Butch Goring returned to the MSG broadcast booth after missing time 
due to shoulder surgery, but Brendan Burke missed the game while in 
health and safety protocols. … The Bridgeport Islanders signed 
defenseman Trevor Cosgrove and forwards Koby Bender and Jimmy 
Lambert. 

 

New York Post LOADED: 04.20.2022 

1201573 New York Islanders 

 

Barry Trotz is having a tough time evaluating this Islanders season 

 

Ethan Sears 
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It has been hard to figure out exactly what to make of this Islanders 
season, coach Barry Trotz said. 

Between a 13-game road trip to start the season, a COVID-19 outbreak 
that hit as soon as the team opened up its new arena and further 
disruptions to the schedule due to the coronavirus, the Islanders didn’t 
get to play on a regular basis with a full lineup until mid-January. Even 
when that happened, they were playing nearly every other day for the 
final 50 games of the season — a breakneck pace to make up for being 
so slow out of the gate. 

The Islanders were officially eliminated from the playoffs on Sunday night 
and, after a 3-2 overtime loss to the Panthers on Tuesday, they sat at 35-
31-10. In some ways, the game was a microcosm of the season: The 
Islanders depended on Ilya Sorokin to make 39 saves, but ultimately fell 
short, giving up a hat trick to Aleksander Barkov that included a game-
winner just 20 seconds into overtime after a defensive breakdown. 

The score looked closer due to Sorokin’s play. They generated just 26 
shots and, even after taking a 2-1 third period lead on a Jean-Gabriel 
Pageau goal, it never quite felt they were in control. 

Ten days from now, when the season ends, it will be considered a failure; 
there is no arguing that. But in terms of evaluating for the future and what 
the organization must do this offseason, the picture is murkier. 

“Usually you’ll look at a season, you’ll play three games a week and you’ll 
get a really good assessment,” Trotz said Tuesday morning. “And you’ll 
know where your guys are, you’ll think you’ll know where they are, it’s a 
normal thing. This year it hasn’t [been]. Some guys take a little longer to 
get going. Just body type, mental capacity if you will or whatever. It’s 
made it a lot more difficult to evaluate.” 

With six games left before everyone goes home for the summer, Trotz 
wasn’t ready to make a big-picture determination on what the Islanders 
need to do to improve over the offseason. But it is clear that bad luck is 
only part of the equation. 

Since Jan. 13, when the Islanders returned from their final schedule 
disruption, they played at a 92.4-point pace, if extrapolated over 82 
games. That would have gotten them closer to the playoffs, but they still 
would have been out of the running. The Capitals, in the final Eastern 
Conference wild-card spot, had 96 points entering Tuesday. 

The reasons why the Islanders missed the postseason start was the 
offense. 

They were 25th in the league in per-game scoring entering Tuesday, at 
2.75 per game. Though they were happy to remind reporters after losses 
that they prefer to grind out wins with a defensive style, that is not good 
enough. Nor is a 19.37 percent conversion rate on the power play, 22nd 
in the NHL. 

Faced with salary cap and expansion draft conundrums last year, general 
manager Lou Lamoriello chose to commit to Adam Pelech and Ryan 
Pulock on the back end over the long term. He also sacrificed Jordan 
Eberle in the expansion draft and Nick Leddy via trade, hoped Kyle 
Palmieri could produce from the wing, signed veterans Zdeno Chara and 
Zach Parise, kept Andy Greene around on the third pairing and extended 
Casey Cizikas to keep the Identity Line intact. 

In short, Lamoriello doubled down on the style of play the Islanders rode 
to the Stanley Cup semifinals the previous two seasons, and made major 
bets that Palmieri would produce and the team’s age wouldn’t backfire on 
it. 

Though Palmieri salvaged his season statistically in the end, it took until 
mid-February for him to score his second goal of the season. Replacing 
Eberle on Mathew Barzal’s wing also took longer than anticipated, with 
the Islanders shuffling through forward-line combinations until finding 
something that seemed to work late in the season. (Even that has run 
into issues lately, with Oliver Wahlstrom getting benched). 

On the back end, the Islanders struggled to replace Leddy’s ability to 
drive play, and an injury to Pulock sidelined him for a key stretch of the 
season, from mid-November through the start of February. Though 
Chara was serviceable on defense and the penalty kill, the team went a 
chunk of the season with Noah Dobson as the only defenseman who 
seemed capable of generating offense. 

Those aren’t the only issues. Nearly everyone — save perhaps Brock 
Nelson, Ilya Sorokin and Dobson — has underproduced, and rarely did 
all the pieces click at the same time. 

Combined with the issues that were out of the Islanders control, it all 
added up to a disaster. Things have been better since March — the 
Islanders have played at a 97.7-point pace that would have had them in 
playoff contention over an 82-game season. But that was too little, too 
late. 

“There’s obviously some unforeseen circumstances that came into play,” 
Matt Martin said. “We didn’t do a good enough job of fighting those things 
off and we paid for it at the end of the day.” 
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Ilya Sorokin's 39 saves not enough as Islanders fall to Panthers in 
overtime 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 20, 2022 1:11 am 

 

In the Islanders’ first game since being eliminated from playoff 
contention, they nearly snapped the Eastern Conference-leading 
Panthers’ lengthy winning streak. 

But Aleksander Barkov completed his hat trick 20 seconds into overtime 
after tying the game at 16:02 of the third period and the Panthers won 
their 11th straight, 3-2, on Tuesday night at UBS Arena. The game 
followed an emotional pregame ceremony for Islanders’ Hall of Famer 
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Mike Bossy, who passed away Friday at 65. Sunday’s 4-2 loss in Toronto 
sealed the Islanders’ inevitable elimination. 

Ilya Sorokin made 39 saves in his fifth straight start for the Islanders (35-
31-10). Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 24 shots for the Panthers (55-15-6). 

The Islanders had lost their first two games to the potent Panthers, both 
in Florida on their season-opening, 13-game road trip, by a combined 11-
2. 

Tuesday’s strong effort may not have mattered to the Islanders in the 
standings. But coach Barry Trotz said it still mattered. 

“I think all the games remaining are important,” coach Barry Trotz said. 
“Right now, to a lot of people, it doesn’t matter. It does matter. This is the 
Islanders’ franchise. We want to win the Stanley Cup. We’re all about 
trying to get better. They are important even though it’s not going to get 
us in the playoffs." 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s power-play goal at 1:01 of the third period – six 
seconds after defenseman Mackenzie Weegar was called for delay of 
game – gave the Islanders a 2-1 lead. 

Defenseman Sebastian Aho had given the Islanders a 1-0 lead at 4:56 of 
the second period on a delayed call against the Panthers. 

Notes & quotes: Forward Aatu Raty was assigned to the Islanders’ AHL 
affiliate in Bridgeport after completing his season in Finland’s SM-liiga. 
Bridgeport has two games remaining and must win both to secure a 
playoff berth. Raty, selected 52nd overall in 2021 after initially being 
projected as a first-round pick, is eligible for the AHL postseason. “He’s 
an important prospect for us because there’s not a lot of young guys in 
terms of the high-end ability,” Trotz said. “There’s some good prospects, 
but in different positions. Really, that high-end type of guy, he seems to 
be the one name.” ... Semyon Varlamov backed up Sorokin after missing 
the previous two games with a stomach illness … Otto Koivula was 
brought up from Bridgeport on emergency call but was a healthy scratch. 
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Islanders, fans pay tribute to Mike Bossy at UBS Arena 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 19, 2022 11:15 PM 

 

The moment of silence morphed into thunderous cheers as Islanders 
fans had their turn to mourn Hall of Famer Mike Bossy on Tuesday night 
UBS Arena. 

“No. 22, we will never forget you,” UBS Arena public address announcer 
Alex Anthony had said moments before to conclude an emotional eight-
minute pre-game ceremony, which included a video tribute. “Thank you.” 

Bossy passed away Friday from lung cancer at 65 and Tuesday’s 3-2 
overtime loss to the Panthers was the Islanders’ first home game since 
then. His daughter, Tanya, and granddaughters, Alexe and Gabrielle 
attended the ceremony. 

“It was pretty special,” Islanders forward Mathew Barzal said. “You look 
back into the crowd, after the video was done, was seeing some tears 
coming down a couple of faces. There’s probably a lot of people in the 
building tonight that saw him play live and saw him win on Long Island. 
He was a pretty special human and a special player. An amazing tribute 
by our organization.” 

Two bouquets of flowers and a No. 22 were placed in front of Bossy’s 
wall plaque for the team’s Hall of Fame on the main concourse. Fans 
then added their own flowers. 

Bossy’s death came less than three months after his linemate and fellow 
Hall of Famer, Clark Gillies, passed away at 67, also from cancer. 

Gillies’ No. 9 and Bossy’s No. 22 flank Bryan Trottier’s No. 19 in UBS 
rafters as the Islanders’ top line for much of their four straight Stanley 
Cups from 1980-83 remains forever bonded together. 

“When you talk about Gillies and Bossy and these guys who won four 
Cups in a row and brought so much pride to Long Island, to lose these 
people quickly, it’s pretty tough,” Islanders forward Matt Martin said. 

There were also video tributes and moments of silence for Bossy prior to 
the Islanders’ last two road games, both in Bossy’s hometown of 
Montreal on Friday and in Toronto on Sunday. 

But having a building packed with saddened Islanders’ fans added 
another element. 

“You’ve got such a great fan base here that experienced those great 
Islanders teams,” said Islanders forward Zach Parise, whose late father, 
J.P. Parise, also played for the team. “When you lose a guy, a player that 
was so important to the organization, so important to the Stanley Cups, 
it’s a sad day for the organization. 

“This is one of the greatest goal scorers of all time. You see his name, 
you see his picture, his jersey in the rafters. You understand the impact 
that he had here on the Island and with the team. You feel for the family 
for what they’re going through right now.” 

The video tribute described Bossy as an “NHL icon,” “the greatest goal 
scorer the league has seen,” and “a legend in every sense of the word.” It 
noted that Bossy, “arrived from Montreal with one goal in mind: Win. And 
Bossy delivered.” 

The tribute, which included video of Bossy’s storied junior hockey career 
with Laval and an interview with late general manager Bill Torrey in which 
he expresses surprise that Bossy slipped to No. 15 in the draft, also 
listed his many NHL accomplishments. That included winning the Calder 
Trophy in 1978 as the NHL’s top rookie and the Conn Smythe Trophy in 
1982 as the postseason MVP. 

“I’m probably a perfectionist,” Bossy said in an interview clip shown at the 
beginning of the video tribute. 

It ended with another interview as Bossy said, “Being an Islander, for me, 
is being a winner.” 

“It was emotional,” coach Barry Trotz said. “Having some of the footage 
of Mike just speaking, not necessary scoring goals but his speaking on 
what his values were, I thought that was extremely touching.” 
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Loss of another franchise hero weighs on Islanders fans 

 

By Neil Best 

neil.best@newsday.com@sportswatch 

Updated April 19, 2022 10:06 PM 

 

The New York Islanders Hall of Fame plaques on prominent display at 
UBS Arena were intended as a celebration, not a memorial. 
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But here we are. 

“This is messed up,” one fan said as he took off his cap out of respect in 
front of the wall of Islanders legends before Tuesday night’s game 
against the Panthers. 

“Two months ago, the flowers were over there.” 

On this night, the flowers framed the plaque honoring Mike Bossy, who 
died last week. Three plaques to the right was Clark Gillies, who died in 
January. 

Jean Potvin, a two-time Stanley Cup winner with the Islanders who died 
in March, is the brother of Denis Potvin, another member of the Hall of 
Fame. 

This is not normal. 

General manager Bill Torrey and coach Al Arbour, the only men with 
honorary plaques who were gone before UBS opened in November, 
were in their 80s when they died last decade, and Arbour had been in 
poor health for some time. 

But the Islanders barely are old enough as a franchise to have very old 
former players to mourn. Bossy was 65. Gillies was 67. 

That helped make the recent losses even more painful. All it took was a 
glance at the rafters to illustrate the devastation. 

The jerseys of Gillies, Bryan Trottier and Bossy come one after the other 
in the order of retired numbers, which happen to be in the order in which 
they lined up together, left to right: No. 9, No. 19, No. 22. 

Now, only one remains with us. 

Considering Bossy last played in the NHL in 1987, there were an 
impressive number of replica No. 22 jerseys in the arena on a night on 
which the Islanders memorialized their greatest goal-scorer with an eight-
minute pregame tribute. 

Rachel Grassa, 61, of Island Park, wore a more recent No. 11 Zach 
Parise jersey as she placed flowers on the growing pile in front of 
Bossy’s plaque. 

Initially, she declined to be interviewed because the experience had been 
too emotional, but she eventually agreed. 

“It’s very painful, very painful,” she said. “He’s somebody we grew up 
with. He’s a legend, and a nice guy.” 

Asked why it was important for her to leave flowers, she said, “We didn’t 
get a chance to do it for Clark Gillies, and that made me very sad. I 
wanted to show the family that we care, that we ARE family.” 

Grassa was with Stacy Salomides, 51, of Island Park, who added, “He’s 
a legend. He’s an All-Star. He’s just the genuine [example] of what an 
Islander is. You talk to anybody, ask them about the New York Islanders, 
and they’ll know who Mike Bossy is. 

“That’s how much he meant to every fan, whether you are a season-
ticket holder or a fly-by-night, just-became-a-fan.” 

Bossy was young enough when he died to have many fans who watched 
him play, and old enough to be mostly an image in grainy video to many 
others. 

Either way, it was a night to pay tribute, and fans came through, reviving 
an old chant of “Bos-sy, “Bos-sy” in an arena where Bossy never played. 

“I just wanted to thank him for the memories he gave us and all the other 
Islander fans back in the ‘80s,” said Ian Papierno, 50, of Douglaston, who 
visited the Hall of Fame display with his son, Matthew. 

“He was the cornerstone. If he didn’t have the back injuries, who knows 
the number of goals he might have scored?” 

Papierno noted what an awful season it has been for the Islanders, on 
and off the ice. He said the only saving grace was the opening of 
gleaming new UBS Arena. 

“Hopefully next year maybe [Bossy] will be looking down on us, him and 
Clark, and maybe we’ll do better than this season,” Papierno said. 

Salomides said she hoped the bonds – and successes – of the early ’80s 
Islanders would rub off on the current generation. 

“My heart bleeds for Bryan, his old friend,” she said of Bossy and Trottier. 
“I’m sure it’s terrible what he’s going through. 

“But when you hear him talk about the way they played together, and the 
type of player Bossy was, you kind of hope that it ignites the players of 
today to say, 'hey, you need that.' That’s a team.” 
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Islanders prospect Aatu Raty getting look at Bridgeport 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 19, 2022 5:36 PM 

 

It’s all about next season now for the Islander, which is why the 
organization is eager to gauge Finnish forward Aatu Raty’s progress. 

The Islanders announced before Tuesday night’s game against the 
Eastern Conference-leading Panthers at UBS Arena that their highest 
pick in the 2021 NHL draft – 52nd overall – had been assigned to their 
AHL affiliate in Bridgeport after Raty completed his season in Finland’s 
SM-liiga. 

Bridgeport has two games remaining, on Friday and Saturday, and must 
win both to secure a playoff berth. Raty is eligible for the AHL 
postseason. 

He is somewhat of a unique prospect in the Islanders’ organization. 

“He’s an important prospect for us because there’s not a lot of young 
guys in terms of the high-end ability,” coach Barry Trotz said. “There’s 
some good prospects, but in different positions. Really, that high-end 
type of guy, he seems to be the one name.” 

The 6-foot, 180-pound Raty was, at one point, considered likely to be 
drafted high in the first round before his stock slipped and he was 
available to the Islanders deep into the second round. 

Trotz liked what he saw in September’s training camp. But the 19-year-
old Raty, who signed a three-year, $2.775 million entry-level deal on Aug. 
14, returned to Finland to start his third season with Karpat. He struggled 
with just one assist in six games before being traded to Jukurit Mikkell, 
where his game blossomed under coach Olli Jokinen, a former Islander. 
Raty compiled 13 goals and 27 assists in 41 games for his new team, 
earning a late-season North American audition. 

“Since he got traded, he stepped into a real prime spot and has had a 
terrific year,” Trotz said. 

Trotz admitted he didn’t follow Raty’s season in Finland closely, just 
getting scouting reports from president and general manager Lou 
Lamoriello. But Trotz saw Raty working on the ice at Northwell Health Ice 
Center in East Meadow on Monday. 
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“He was on the ice for a little bit and he looks stronger,” Trotz said. “He 
looks bigger. He looks like he’s the player that everybody expected when 
he was drafted. We’ll see what he does in Bridgeport, that’s the first 
transition.” 

Trotz added there were no plans that he was aware of to have Raty play 
for the Islanders in any of their remaining games. 
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Islanders prospect Aatu Raty has ‘a great chance’ to make NHL team 
next season, says former coach 

 

Kevin Kurz 

6-8 minutes 19/04/2022 

 

It has been an eventful roller-coaster these last few months for Islanders 
prospect Aatu Raty. 

The young Finland native, after signing a three-year entry level deal last 
August, attended his first NHL training camp in September. Coach Barry 
Trotz noticed him right away. “I’ve been extremely impressed with the 
player to this point,” Trotz said on Sep. 27. 

Still, Raty had a minuscule chance of making the Islanders’ roster. At 18 
years old, he was drafted in the second round (52nd overall) just a 
couple of months earlier, so it was never realistic he was going to break 
camp with a team that, at the time, was considered a Stanley Cup 
contender. Therefore, it was back to his home country, and Karpat of the 
Finnish league — where he immediately struggled, with just one assist in 
six games in a somewhat limited role. 

Raty, though, was promptly traded from Karpat to Jukurit in late October, 
which turned out to be a boon for both the player and the team, which is 
led by former longtime NHL forward, and one-time Islander, Olli Jokinen. 
He finished with 40 points (13 goals, 27 assists) in 41 games with his 
new club, and now that his season there is over, he’s back in New York. 
Raty will join the AHL Bridgeport Islanders for practice on Wednesday, 
and, presumably, their final two games of the regular season this 
weekend as they will attempt to sneak into the Calder Cup playoffs. They 
host Springfield and Hartford on Friday and Saturday and they may need 
to win both. 

The games will also be an opportunity for Raty to further cement himself 
as arguably the Islanders’ most exciting prospect. He skated on Monday 
in front of Trotz, who said he looked “bigger” and “stronger” than the last 
time he saw him in September. 

“He’s an important prospect for us because there’s not a lot of young 
guys in terms of the high-end ability,” Trotz told reporters on Tuesday 
before the Islanders-Panthers game. “There’s some good prospects in 
different positions, but really that high-end type of guy, he seems to be 
the one name.” 

Why bring him back now? Islanders assistant general manager Chris 
Lamoriello explains. 

“There’s a couple of thoughts. First of all, he had what we felt was a solid 
training camp/introduction to the organization,” Lamoriello said. “We felt 
he was set up for success going back to Finland. We felt that was the 
right choice at the time. He had, in our opinion, a very good experience 
with Olli Jokinen in Jukurit, and unfortunately their season ended a bit 
sooner than hoped by everyone, but it still was successful. 

“We still have two teams playing here, and thought that to enhance his 
development and further build upon what he’s gone through this year, 
that it was the right time.” 

Jokinen, of course, knows what it takes to succeed in the NHL, playing 
more than 1,200 games in a career that spanned 17 seasons. That could 
be what made the marriage between him and Raty a successful one, and 
Jokinen, for his part, seems entirely optimistic when it comes to his 
pupil’s NHL future. 

“Aatu played really well for us,” Jokinen said via text. “He played all 
situations, power play and penalty kill, and was our No. 1 center the 
whole season, so he was out there end of the game when we needed to 
score the tying goal, or when we were defending our lead.” 

It’s unclear whether the Islanders view Raty as breaking in as a center at 
the NHL level, or if he’s better suited at wing. His usage in Bridgeport this 
weekend could offer a hint in that regard. Still, Jokinen focused on 
faceoffs with Raty, and he “improved big time” in the circle. 

There was more. 

“A big thing for me was teaching him how to play center in North 
America, so he improved all those areas that usually young players are 
lacking: battle level, (playing) in straight lines, net drives (he played net 
front on our power play), mental toughness and how to stay in the 
moment, skating/quick turns, and mental preparation,” Jokinen 
continued. “Great kid who wants to learn every day.” 

It could very well be that Raty is ahead of the curve in terms of where a 
second-round pick is supposed to be at this stage of his career. At the 
same time, Raty, who turned 19 on Nov. 14, was once viewed earlier in 
his teens as having the potential to go No. 1 overall in his draft year. 

That didn’t happen, of course, but it seems as if others who have viewed 
him in recent weeks and months believe he’s starting to more resemble 
the player with high-end potential than the one who was actually left off of 
Finland’s World Junior team in 2021. 

Corey Pronman, the prospect guru for The Athletic, offered this synopsis 
of what he’s heard about Raty of late: 

There are two pools of thought among NHL scouts on Raty. Some like 
the player. They see a skilled center who can make plays and had a 
strong season versus men and see a potential third-line center/second-
line winger in the NHL. Others are not as sold on the upside. They see a 
good work level but so-so skating and not a ton of offensive ability and 
think he’s a bottom-six type. Going into the draft I heard more of the 
latter, but lately more of the former. 

The Islanders, of course, aren’t going to put any sort of timeline on Raty’s 
NHL arrival. That’s how most teams operate, as there’s no need to create 
any more pressure on these kids that still aren’t even of legal drinking 
age (at least, not in this country). Lamoriello wouldn’t comment on 
whether Raty could potentially play NHL games next season, even 
though the Islanders will likely be searching for more scoring wingers this 
offseason. 

Still, Lamoriello did admit that the organization does “feel good about 
where he’s at,” and there were noticeable improvements in his game this 
season in the Finnish league. 

“I think the biggest thing is that he manages the game with not only his 
skill but his brain,” Lamoriello said. “He has good instincts on both sides 
of the puck. He wants to compete in all three zones. … The combination 
of his skill set and his instincts and his competitiveness has put him in a 
position today where we feel good about how the year went. We know 
there’s a lot still that he needs to work on, but he’s had a good start.” 

Jokinen, for his part, had no issues making a prediction about Raty’s 
immediate future. 

“Very bright future ahead of him and I think that he will have a great 
chance to be in the Islanders’ lineup next season, ” he said. “His overall 
game is solid (on) both ends of the ice.” 
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Rapid Reaction: Islanders Fall 3-2 in OT on Bossy Tribute Night - New 
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ELMONT– On the night the New York Islanders remembered the life and 
legacy of Mike Bossy, they fell 3-2 in overtime to the Florida Panthers. 
The Islanders are now 19-13-5 on home ice and 35-31-10 on the season. 

HOW IT HAPPENED 

New York Islanders took a 1-0 lead at 4:56 of the second period as 
Sebastian Aho sniped Florida Panthers netminder Sergei Bobrovsky 
blocker side for his second goal of the season. Andy Greene and Kieffer 
Bellows were credited with the assists. 

Aleksandar Barkov tied the contest at 1-1 on the power play with 14:12 to 
go in the second period as he beat Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin over 
the glove through a screen for his 35th goal of the season. Claude Giroux 
and Jonathan Huberdeau were credited with the assists. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau’s power-play goal just over a minute into the third 
period gave the New York Islanders a 2-1 lead. Mathew Barzal and Noah 
Dobson were credited with the assists on Pageau’s 16th goal of the 
season. 

Aleksander Barkov scored his second of the contest at 16:03 of the third 
period as he found a loose puck and buried it for his 36th of the season. 
Radko Gudas and Jonathan Huberdeau were credited with the assists. 

Aleksander Barkov netted the hat trick 20 seconds into overtime to give 
the Panthers a 3-2 win. His 37th of the season was assisted by 
Huberdeau and Forsling. 

Islanders Honor Bossy 

In the first game back at UBS Arena since the passing of Mike Bossy, the 
New York Islanders and fans honored his legacy. On hand for the special 
night was one of his daughters Tanya and granddaughters Alexe and 
Gabrielle. 

In the main concourse, fans placed flowers under Mike Bossy’s Islanders 
Hall of Fame plaque as they entered the arena. Prior to puck drop, the 
New York Islanders shared a tribute video for no. 22, followed by a Bossy 
chant by the New York Islander faithful. 

It was an emotional night for everyone involved as our thoughts and 
prayers go out to Mike Bossy’s family, friends and anyone whose life he 
ever touched. 

“It was pretty special,” Mat Barzal said. “I looked back into the crowd after 
the video was done seen some tears coming down couple of faces and 
you know, obviously, there’s probably a lot of people in the building 
tonight that saw him play live and you know, saw him win in Long Island 
and yeah, it’s just he obviously by the sounds of it, was a pretty special 
human and a special player. So, you know, amazing tribute by the 
organization.” 

First Time, Long Time, For a Short Time 

When the New York Islanders did line rushes at warmups, there were 
changes from the previous games. 

But early on, head coach Barry Trotz went back to the lines we have 
become accustomed to. Bailey was back with Pageau and Palmieri, 
while Kieffer Bellows was back alongside Mathew Barzal and Zach 
Parise. 

Trotz gave a reason for the quick line changes following the loss. 

“I wasn’t expecting the Giroux-Huberdeau line,” Trotz said. “They’ve been 
split up the last number of games so they stacked them all on one line 
and I was gonna go with the more experience, then I went back with 
Bailey. After warmups, I think I had Bellows there in that spot and I just 
want to give him a chance where, you know, I don’t know if he’s there yet 
to play full time, 20 minutes against drew Barkov and Huberdeau, so we 
went back to the old faithful if you will and worked off that.” 

Workload Not an Issue for Sorokin 

Even though New York Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov was 
available for Barry Trotz after missing a few days with the stomach bug, 
Trotz elected to go back to Ilya Sorokin for a fifth consecutive game on 
Tuesday night. 

And the workload was not an issue, as Sorokin continued his strong play 
turning aside 39 of 41 in regulation. Had no chance on any of the goals 
against. In overtime, Barkov made a strong d 

In the second period, Sorokin robbed Panthers forward Carter 
Verhaeghe towards the back post, his best save of the night. 
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On Friday, Apr. 16, the New York Islanders lost a legend. Four-time 
Stanley Cup champion and Hockey Hall of Famer Mike Bossy lost his 
battle with cancer at the age of 65 as the hockey world mourned the loss 
of the purest goal scorer the game has ever seen. 

The New York Islanders were back on Long Island Tuesday night for the 
first time since Mike Bossy’s passing, an emotional night at UBS Arena. 

573 goals 

553 assists 

1,126 points 

4 Stanley Cups 

Just up the staircase at the main entrance of UBS Arena, fans showered 
his Islanders Hall of Fame plaque with flowers. 

An impact made off and on the ice. 

“It was pretty special,” Mat Barzal said regarding the tribute. “I looked 
back into the crowd after the video was done, seen some tears coming 
down couple of faces and you know, obviously, there’s probably a lot of 
people in the building tonight that saw him play live and you know, saw 
him win in Long Island and yeah, it’s just he obviously by the sounds of it, 
was a pretty special human and a special player. So, you know, amazing 
tribute by the organization.” 
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Earlier Tuesday morning, Islanders head coach Barry Trotz spoke on the 
expectations for the emotions at UBS Arena. 

“I would hope that they are extremely high,” Trotz said about the 
emotions Tuesday night at UBS Arena. “They should be. He is an 
Islander legend. These are his people. And I would expect an emotional 
arena today. He’s meant a lot to the franchise, to the fans, had personal 
relationships with some of the older players that we have, and the 
players that have stuck around and live in that community. So I would 
hope it is a very emotional arena. today. And I know it will be.” 

And it was. 

Mike Bossy only played 10 years in the NHL, but he made the most of his 
time on the ice. 

In 752 regular-season games, Mike “The Boss” Bossy scored 573 goals 
with 553 assists for 1,126 points. His 573 goals are the most in New York 
Islanders history. His 553 assists rank third, and his 1,126 points rank 
second. 

Bossy’s career .792 goals per game are not just the highest mark in 
franchise history but the highest mark in the history of the NHL. 

Over his 10 years with the New York Islanders, Bossy was a winner. 

He was an eight-time All-Star, a three-time Lady Byng winner, and was 
awarded the Calder Trophy after scoring 53 goals his rookie season 
(1977-78). 

Bossy played a vital role in the franchise’s ability to win four straight 
Stanley Cups from 1980 to 1983, as he scored 85 goals and recorded 75 
assists in 129 career playoff games. 

Mike Bossy accomplished a feat that only a select few players have as 
he scored 50 goals in 50 games in 1982. 

in 1991, Mike Bossy was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame, and in 
1992 his no. 22 went up to the rafters at Nassau Coliseum. 

“You’ve got such a great fan base here that experienced those great 
Islander teams and that were a part of that stuff at the Coliseum. And 
then when you lose a guy, a player that was so important to the 
organization, so important to those Stanley Cups, it’s a sad day for the 
organization,” Zach Parise said. “I mean, you know, as a player you look, 
and you see this is one of the greatest goal scorers of all time.” 

“You see his name, you see his picture, jersey in the rafters, and so you 
understand the impact that he had here on the island and with the team.” 
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After being stateside for a few days now, New York Islanders top 
prospect Aatu Räty has been assigned to Bridgeport (AHL).  

The 19-year old Räty, who was drafted 52nd overall in the 2021 NHL 
Draft, took part in New York Islanders training camp this past September 
and although the Islanders had always planned for Raty to play overseas 
this season in his native country of Finland, Trotz liked what he saw. 

“We wanted to get a good handle of the person and the player, in that 
order actually,” Islanders head coach Trotz said about Räty back during 
training camp. “The person is good. We’re really impressed with the 
person and his game has lots of substance. He’s on pucks, he’s learned. 
He plays with a lot of joy in his game and he’s not scared of the moment, 
which is really good for a young player. There’s a lot to like about him.” 

Trotz said that Aatu Räty reminded him of Zach Parise, who has a 
reputation around the NHL as being one of the hardest workers there is. 

“He’s just a really good hockey player.” 

After starting his season with just one assist through six games with 
Karpat, Aatu Räty was dealt to Jukurit. And that’s where things changed 
for the young forward. 

“Since he got traded from one team to I think Olli Jokinen’s team, he 
stepped into a real prime spot there and has had a terrific year,” Trotz 
said Tuesday morning.  

Under his new head coach Olli Jokinen, who played 17 years in the 
National Hockey League, Räty recorded 13 goals and 27 assists, 40 
points, in 41 games played. In seven playoff games, Räty had two 
assists. 

“I saw him yesterday. He was on the ice for a little bit and he looks 
stronger, he looks bigger.” Trotz said. “He looks like he’s the player I 
think that everybody expected when he was drafted, and we’ll see what 
he does in Bridgeport.” 

“That’s the first transition. I mean they’re right in a playoff battle. So 
hopefully he’s a real good fit in that situation if he gets in. He’s an 
important prospect for us.” 

The Bridgeport Islanders have two games left in their regular season and 
currently hold the final playoff spot in the Atlantic Division. Räty could 
serve as a nice addition to their roster if eligible. The New York Islanders 
did not have an answer as of now regarding his postseason eligibility, but 
it appears that he is able to play.  

When asked if there was a plan for Räty to get any NHL minutes before 
the regular season comes to a close, Trotz said, “Not that I know of.” 

Aatu Räty signed a three-year entry-level contract (ELC) worth $2.775 
million upon being drafted. If he plays nine games or fewer with the New 
York Islanders over the length of his deal, another year will be added to 
his ELC. 

The Bridgeport Islanders next play on Friday, Apr. 22nd, against the 
Springfield Thunderbirds. 

Could Aatu Räty make his North American debut then?  
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There are seven games remaining in the New York Islanders regular 
season schedule as their next opponent is the Florida Panthers. Puck 
drop is slated at UBS Arena for 7:30 PM. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 20, 2022 

 

“I think all the games remaining are important. They’re important for your 
evaluation of your players but also for, you know, your backbone and all 
that and I know this team has lots of backbone but, you know, right now 
to a lot of people it doesn’t matter. It does matter. This is the Islanders 
franchise. We want to win the Stanley Cup. We are about trying to get 
better, all that. So you know they are important, even though it’s not 
going to get us in the playoffs.” 

“How we finish will hopefully be a indication that, you know, this is what 
we’re about, night in and night out here.” 

The New York Islanders held an optional morning skate on Tuesday. 
Here is who was present. 

#Isles present at optional morning skate: 

Forwards- 26, 20, 11, 32, 13, 32, 21 

Defensemen- 33, 8, 25, 7, 4 

Goalies- 30, 40, 50 

New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz had only one update and 
that was that netminder Semyon Varlamov is available after missing a 
few games with a stomach bug. But Ilya Sorokin was the first netminder 
off the ice and will make his fifth consecutive start. 

Tuesday’s contest is the first game back on Long Island since the 
passing of New York Islanders legend and Hockey Hall of Famer Mike 
Bossy. 

“I would hope that they are extremely high,” Trotz said about the 
emotions Tuesday night at UBS Arena. “They should be. He is an 
Islander legend. These are his people. And I would expect an emotional 
arena today. He’s meant a lot to the franchise, to the fans, had personal 
relationships with some of the older players that we have and the players 
that have stuck around and live in that community. So I would hope it is a 
very emotional arena. today. And I know it will be.” 

“You’ve got such a such a great fan base here that experienced those 
great Islander teams and that were a part of that stuff at the Coliseum. 
And then when you lose a guy, a player that was so important to the 
organization, so important to those Stanley Cups, it’s a sad day for the 
organization,” Zach Parise said. “I mean, you know, as a player you look 
and you see this is one of the greatest goal scorers of all time.” 

“You see his name, you see his picture, jersey in the rafters and so you 
understand the impact that he had here on the island and with the team 
and again you feel for the family for what they’re going through right 
now.” 

Former teammate of Mike Bossy and color analyst for MSG Networks, 
Butch Goring, will be back in the booth alongside Brendan Burke after 
missing some time after shoulder surgery. 

ISLANDERS GAME NOTES 

The New York Islanders host the Florida Panthers tonight, the third and 
final matchup between the two clubs this season. The last time these 
teams met was November 16, in Florida. 

The Islanders return home tonight after a three-game road trip, while the 
Panthers visit UBS Arena for the first time in club history. 

The Islanders have not hosted the Panthers in a regular season matchup 
since November 9, 2019, when Mathew Barzal and Scott Mayfield each 
scored in a 2-1 win. The Islanders have played eight of their last ten 
games on the road and are 8-2-0 on home ice since March 7. 

The Islanders have just five home games remaining in the 2021-22 
campaign. 

BETTING CORNER 

The New York Islanders are the home underdogs against the Florida 
Panthers, coming in at +170. They are -145 on the reverse puck line. The 
Panthers are -210 and are +125 on the puck line. 

The over for the contest is set at 6.5, with the over at -120 and the under 
at +100. 

These lines are subject to change. Please gamble responsibly. 
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On Monday, New York Islanders forward Mathew Barzal was fined 
$2,500 for unsportsmanlike conduct against the Toronto Maple Leafs on 
Sunday night. 

Don’t worry. Most people missed the horrific act by Mathew Barzal on 
Mitch Marner, a vicious hold that could have led to a rather serious injury. 

Nope, that is the correct replay. You did not miss a thing. 

Understandably so, Mathew Barzal should not have done that. It seemed 
like a harmless play, and when the puck made its way up the ice, Barzal 
loosened his grip, and Marner broke free. 

If it were a game that mattered for either party, more attention would 
have been drawn to it, whether it was Marner who lashed back or 
someone from the Toronto bench. 

After the game, Mitch Marner, who’s known Mat Barzal for a long time, 
said it was a funny moment and joked (we think) that he hoped Barzal 
got fined. 

Well, NHL Player Safety did not take it as a joke and decided to fine Mat 
Barzal, the third financial penalty of his NHL career. In April of 2021, 
Barzal was fined $2,000 for diving and then was fined $5,000 for cross-
checking Tampa Bay Lightning defenseman Jan Ruuta in Game 5 of the 
2021 Semi-Finals. 

Barzal’s fine wasn’t the funniest fine of the season, let alone the most 
comical over the last seven days. 

Five days ago, Minnesota Wild forward Ryan Hartman was fined $4,250 
for unsportsmanlike conduct against Evander Kane of the Edmonton 
Oilers, as he gave him the bird after an altercation. 

Again, understandably a fine given the fact that you cannot do that on 
live television. But the Minnesota Wild fan base, including Evander 
Kane’s ex-wife, sent Hartman money to cover the fine. 

In total, Hartman raised over $35,000. 

The funniest fine of the season might have come from a game against 
the New York Rangers and Boston Bruins in late November, when New 
York Rangers Artemi Panarin threw his glove at Boston Bruins Brad 
Marchand, leading to a $5,000 fine. 

The problem with NHL Player Safety is the fact that they have been 
consistent with fining players for the littlest of things this season. But they 
have been inconsistent with punishments for the illegal, dangerous hits 
that we are trying to keep out of the game. 
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The Athletic / Remembering when the NHL flirted with a 3-2-1 points 
system and why it didn’t happen 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

7-8 minutes 19/04/2022 

 

Many people forget the NHL flirted with the idea of a 3-2-1 points system 
18 years ago at one of the most famous GMs meetings in league history. 
One wonders how the NHL would look all these years later had there not 
been a change of heart on it. 

I was there in Henderson, Nev., in February 2004 when league senior 
vice-president Colin Campbell emerged from the GMs meeting and 
stunned the media members on hand. The league proposed a list of 
changes that would drastically change the game post-lockout in 2005: 
the elimination of the center-ice red line (no more two-line pass), the 
introduction of the shootout after overtime, a major crackdown on 
obstruction, etc. It was a massive package that would change the game. 

But there was another item that Campbell mentioned that day: The idea 
of looking at a 3-2-1 points system in conjunction with the introduction of 
the shootout, so three points for a 60-minute regulation win. The notion at 
the time was that maybe the AHL could try it out for a year before the 
NHL circled back on it. 

Former AHL president David Andrews said the NHL never did ask the 
AHL to try it out. 

“We did a comparison with how the standings would have looked (in the 
AHL). That’s about it,’’ Andrews said Monday. 

When the NHL re-emerged from the lockout that wiped out the entire 
2004-05 season, all of the items from that February 2004 GMs meeting 
were adopted except for one: the change to the points system. 

“During the competition committee meetings about the whole rules-
change package, this (three-point wins) was certainly a consideration to 
make the game more exciting and to put more bite into a team’s win,” 
Campbell recalled to me in a 2009 interview. “We debated it quite a bit, 
while also taking into consideration blending in the shootout. In the end, 
this is how we felt the points should align. It certainly has kept a lot more 
teams competitive and vying for a playoff spot. Yet, it also invites the 
question, maybe there should be emphasis on the 60-minute game? 

“But, at the end of the day, I don’t think the three-point game will be 
opened up again for a while because the competitive balance has 
certainly been achieved.” 

The idea, even after not making the cut in 2005, still kicked around in the 
minds of some GMs for a bit. And finally, at the February 2007 GM 
meetings, the GMs decided once and for all on three-point wins and 
killed the idea for good. 

“Because it’s a terrible idea,” then-Ducks GM Brian Burke said after the 
meeting that day. “That’s why it didn’t have any support.” 

And that was that. I remember leaving those GM meetings feeling like the 
three-point win was probably dead forever. 

In a nutshell, the league has always liked the tightening of the standings 
that the current points system creates, as artificial as it may be at times. 
And some GMs, including Burke, worried some teams would be out of it 
by Christmas, the gap in the standings widened by three-point wins. And 
I mean, that’s possible I guess. 

But shouldn’t the better teams be more accurately reflected in the 
standings? Shouldn’t the cream be allowed to rise to the top in a truer 
fashion? 

To this day, Burke has not changed his stance on it. 

“Because it was a terrible idea,’’ Burke, having been reminded what he 
said in 2007, politely reiterated to The Athletic on Monday. 

“I read a couple of papers about the impact of three-point games in 
different (soccer) leagues in Europe,’’ Burke, now president of hockey 
ops for the Penguins, said. “This was about 8-10 years ago. I read two 
studies. They concluded it had no impact.’’ 

And Burke also reiterated the concern that teams at the top could create 
some serious separation in the standings with three-point wins. 

“The parity that we have would be undermined seriously by that, in my 
view,’’ Burke said. “I’ve never understood the attraction for it.’’ 

So agreed to disagree, once again, some 15 years later. And that’s the 
fun of it. It’s a healthy debate. 

Not that I haven’t tried to bring it up now and then over the years. 

I argued for the three-point win in a December 2009 piece for ESPN. 

I wrote about it again for ESPN in November 2016. 

I’ve mentioned it many times in other pieces, including at The Athletic the 
last five years, where I opine on things I would change in the game. 

And of course on Twitter too many times to remember, including most 
recently after a fine piece by our Sean McIndoe on the loser point: 

Good piece. Been saying it forever. Hence the difference between 
winless streaks and losing streaks. The NHL isn’t a W-L league, it’s a 
points accumulation league. 

But here we are, 18 years after the NHL flirted with the idea, nowhere 
closer to seeing it come to fruition. 

All these years later, Andrews, speaking from an AHL perspective, 
makes this interesting point. 

“The point in OT made sense at the time in order to encourage teams to 
open up in OT rather than continue to trap to protect the tie,’’ Andrews 
said. “Once the shootout came into being to determine a winner, the OT 
point probably could have disappeared.’’ 

Another history lesson: The NHL shootout would have never seen the 
light of day in 2005 without the loser point attached to it. GMs would have 
voted it down without the loser point, they told me at the time. They didn’t 
want an individual event like the shootout having that much weight on the 
standings, and I get that. 

But it’s created some artificial points accumulation in the standings. And 
don’t come at me with revised standings right now based on the 3-2-1 
formula after the fact, which people often do. You can’t actually know 
how it would impact the standings without the actual carrot in front of 
teams in actuality, especially over the final month of the season when 
teams fighting for their playoff lives would be trying to get three points in 
60 minutes so desperately. Wouldn’t that be awesome to watch? 

Of course, there’s the argument of just dropping the shootout altogether, 
too, and extending three-on-three overtime a few more minutes. That is, 
if the NHL Players’ Association could live with the extra wear and tear on 
its skilled players. 

Listen, it’s been a fun regular season, the offensive numbers are up, the 
games are fun, we’ve had some outstanding individual performances, 
there’s a lot to like about the NHL game right now. The game is 
entertaining to watch. 

But I won’t ever give up the argument that either a 3-2-1 points system or 
going back to the original 2-0 (two points for any win, zero points for any 
loss), is the way to go if you want to really reflect and measure the 
performance of teams over 82 games. 

I will argue that forever. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - Boston Bruins-St. Louis 
Blues highlights busy Tuesday schedule 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

        Tim Kavanagh is a senior NHL editor for ESPN. He's a native of 
upstate New York. 

With the NHL playoff field solidifying over the final two weeks of the 
regular season, we can begin to get excited about dream Stanley Cup 
Final matchups. One type of matchup that is always captivating is a 
rematch of a recent Cup Final clash, and one of the possibilities of that 
archetype this time around is running back the 2019 series between the 
St. Louis Blues and Boston Bruins. 

Tuesday night, we'll get a potential preview of that Cup Final combo as 
Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and the B's head to St. Louis to take 
on Ryan O'Reilly, Robert Thomas and the Blues. The Blues won 4-2 in 
the first matchup this season between the teams (April 12 in Boston) on 
the strength of a two-goal outing from Vladimir Tarasenko. 

Taking a peek at the standings, the Blues are battling with the Minnesota 
Wild for home-ice advantage in the No. 2 vs. No. 3 Central Division 
series; the Wild will square off with the Montreal Canadiens on Tuesday 
night. The Bruins are currently the first wild card in the Eastern 
Conference, which would likely earn them an opening-round matchup 
against the Metropolitan Division champions (the Carolina Hurricanes 
currently lead the New York Rangers by two points). 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Tuesday's games 

Monday night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 St. Louis Blues vs. C3 Minnesota Wild 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market games available to stream on 
ESPN+. 

Philadelphia Flyers at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 

Detroit Red Wings at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 

Winnipeg Jets at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 

Florida Panthers at New York Islanders, 7:30 p.m. 

Boston Bruins at St. Louis Blues, 8 p.m. (ESPN+, Hulu) 

Calgary Flames at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m. 

Los Angeles Kings at Anaheim Ducks, 10 p.m. (ESPN) 

Ottawa Senators at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Calgary Flames 5, Chicago Blackhawks 2 

Washington Capitals 3, Colorado Avalanche 2 

Carolina Hurricanes 5, Arizona Coyotes 3 

New Jersey Devils 3, Vegas Golden Knights 2 

Seattle Kraken 4, Ottawa Senators 2 

Vancouver Canucks 6, Dallas Stars 2 

Expanded standings 

Note: x = clinched playoff spot; z = clinched best conference record; e = 
eliminated 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 114 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. PHI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 97 
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Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. WPG (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. WPG (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Washington Capitals 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ VGK (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - New York Islanders 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 
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Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. BUF (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Minnesota Wild 

Points: 101 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 7 

Next game: @ MTL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ EDM (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 93% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 3 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ ARI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. CHI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

x - Calgary Flames 

Points: 103 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 35 
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Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. DAL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 74% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. WSH (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 21% 

Tragic number: 8 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 19% 

Tragic number: 9 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. LA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. COL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 21 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

5. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

6. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 24 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 68 

Regulation wins: 18 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 23 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 20 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 
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Regulation wins: 21 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 86 

Regulation wins: 31 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' most senior trio defy time with flash of well-
aged brilliance 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 19, 2022, 9:45 PM 

 

TORONTO — Three 1,000-game players. 

Three locals. 

One vintage game-winning goal. 

The game was hardly a memorable one, but the moment certainly was. 

Wayne Simmonds (age 33) cut to the slot on the rush, pivoted to face his 
joining rushers and backed in Philadelphia Flyers defender Keith Yandle. 

Simmonds laid the puck back to linemate Jason Spezza (age 38), who 
operated a pristine give-and-go with an activated Mark Giordano (age 38) 
and sniped one past Martin Jones. 

“It was a beautiful goal. I loved it. I mean, it was a nice tic-tac-toe play. 
Simmer and then Spezz to Gio and back to Spezz back door,” William 
Nylander smiled. 

“That was awesome,” Jack Campbell added. “Big goal in the hockey 
game, too. They put so much heart into every game, it’s nice to see them 
rewarded.” 

A crystallization of three divergent paths starting in the same city, winding 
askew through a dozen NHL sweaters and 3,278 regular-season games, 

and landing right back where their deferred Stanley Cup dream all began: 
Toronto. 

“It's great that we're all here, and we all care deeply about this 
organization and the team, the city,” said Spezza, following Tuesday’s 5-
2 victory over the Philadelphia Flyers. 

“We're here to provide leadership and also good play on the ice. You 
know, I think us more than anyone feels the pride of being from Toronto 
and knowing what's at stake to try to bring success in the playoffs to this 
city.” 

The three most senior Toronto Maple Leafs — local boys men and late-
addition banner chasers all — combined for a goal that was 111 years 
and two weeks in the making Tuesday night. 

It’s the oldest scoring sequence of 2021-22 leaguewide, and the oldest in 
Leafland since Ron Francis (41) was set up by Brian Leetch (37) and 
Calle Johansson (37) in 2004. 

Something else of significance occurred in 2004: The Maple Leafs won 
their most recent playoff series. 

Francis, now GM of the Seattle Kraken, traded Giordano to the Maple 
Leafs, who are a remarkable 12-2-1 since the defenceman pulled on his 
boyhood colours at the deadline. 

Spezza hasn’t learned anything new about Giordano. Heck, he’s been 
playing against the guy since they were 10- or 11-year-old battling in this 
city’s minor hockey circuits. As pros, they’d share some summer skates 
up close and mutual respect from afar. 

“Now getting a chance to play together is pretty neat for us. He's a guy 
that where he's come from, how hard he works, he's gotten better. He’s 
in the same mould as a guy like Big Z [Zdeno Chara], where he's 
changed his game throughout the years. And his game stands the test of 
time because of it,” Spezza said. 

“Now, getting to play together, it's nice. We can have some laughs and 
enjoy our time together. But also we're trying to push this team forward. 
So great guy to add and kind of cool for us since we played against each 
other for so long as kids.” 

These are the flashes, the nuggets, that can make an otherwise ho-hum 
Maple Leafs win worth tuning into. 

Because let’s be real. 

Toronto is a virtual lock in Atlantic Division’s second seed, too good to 
get tagged from behind and too far behind to touch the Florida Panthers. 

As for Philadelphia? Well, to put it gently, it’s a squandered year. 

For very different reasons, these clubs are simply skating out the string, 
trying to keep healthy for the post-season or golf season. 

What Tuesday’s exhibition-like affair did offer, however, were milestones. 

Leaf fans could revel in the excellent individual campaigns of Mitch 
Marner, who set a new career-high in points (95) and crept within reach 
of the triple-digit club, and William Nylander, who snapped his personal-
best 32nd goal of the year. 

Rookie defenceman Timothy Liljegren lasered the Leafs’ opening strike, 
beating Jones high-glove from distance, and further cementing his case 
to be Giordano’s right-side partner for Game 1. 

Toronto is saving its A-game, which is fine. The team didn’t need it 
against these broken Flyers. 

A couple of new moves by the old guys did the trick. 

“We're guys that have had established careers, and we're not scared of 
the moment. I look forward to it. That’s why I play the game. You go 
through 82 games to get to the playoffs. And those are the moments that 
I think I can help the most,” Spezza said. 

“I played in Canada most of my career. I enjoy it. I love the pressure-
cooker atmosphere and the daily drive. I think it's driven me throughout 
my career at times, to reinvent yourself, to change your game. And you 
can’t have two bad nights in a row, or else you hear about it. That's a 
great thing.” 
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This is the time of year where preparation pays off, where purpose 
crystalizes. Particularly if you’re wise enough to know you only have so 
many cracks left. 

“For me, it means a lot to play for the Leafs and to play at home and to 
help push this team, hopefully, over the edge,” Spezza said. 

“I don’t know if the goal puts it in perspective. But just every day I walk in 
the room, I know what my job is here, and I know what I have to do.” 

• The Islanders’ Mathew Barzal was fined $2,500 for unsportsmanlike 
conduct for this sweater pull of Mitch Marner during Toronto’s win 
Sunday: 

"Hopefully he gets fined for that. That would be great," Marner said 
during his intermission interview, flashing a smile. 

“He’s a good friend of mine, and he’s a competitor out there…. It’s a 
pretty funny moment.” 

• The Leafs are hesitant to place a timeline on Ondrej Kase’s return from 
his latest concussion, but it was heartening to see the winger running 
through drills with a small group of teammates Tuesday morning. He 
won’t travel on the upcoming road trip, but he’s hit the ice four or five 
days in a row and is trending the right way for a hopeful playoff 
appearance. 

“He’s in good spirits,” Keefe said. “The more positive days he can have, 
then we'll start to look at it and think about it.” 

• Rasmus Sandin, the other Leaf on LTIR, hasn’t played for a month and 
counting since injuring his knee in Nashville, but he went through two drill 
sessions Tuesday and looks to be ramping up for a return. 

The defenceman won’t travel this weekend either, but he’s possible to 
draw in against Detroit and/or Boston next week, Toronto’s final two 
games of the season. 

• Both the Tampa Bay Lightning and Boston Bruins, Toronto’s two 
possible Round 1 opponents, sent scouts to take in the game. We’re 
almost at the good stuff, folks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hockey changes in the playoffs. Finally, these Oilers look 
ready for that challenge. 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 19, 2022, 6:47 PM 

 

EDMONTON  — One of the hallmarks of a team that can win in the 
National Hockey League playoffs is the ability to win that 2-1 game that 
arrives like an April snowstorm — which is to say inevitably — each 
spring.  

Sometimes that tight game ends 3-1 with an-empty netter. But at least 
twice in a series, a team will find itself in a low event, 1-1 nail-biter. A 
game where two goals has to be enough to win.  

If they panic, and try to create offence where none exists, they’ll lose. If 
they can not continue to limit the chances through 60 minutes — if they 
crack first and take penalties or surrender odd-man rushes — they will 
lose.  

In the regular season, that 1-1 game can often be won with offence. The 
Maple Leafs, the Oilers, they’ll turn that into a 5-4 game and look great 
doing it. But in the playoffs, that game is won with goaltending and 
defensive play.  

That’s why Toronto and Edmonton haven’t succeeded. Because the road 
to the ‘W’ in May and June isn’t the same road they took from October 
through April. 

The Oilers, they know this to be true. And they’ve been working their tails 
off, trying to become that team that can defend well enough and long 
enough come playoff time, that their superior offence can win the day.  

“You have the best defending teams that make the playoffs usually, 
right?” Reasons 50-100 man Leon Draisaitl. “We want to be one of those 
teams, and I think the last little stretch here — other than maybe one 
exception or one game — we’ve done a really good job of that. We’ve 
been really solid defensively. And for us, obviously, there’s never a 
problem to score goals.”  

Personally, we’d love to see an NHL where creative teams and players 
get rewarded come playoff time. With more 6-5 hockey come springtime.  

But we all know that creativity and goal scoring is a reward bestowed 
only on teams that grind, defend, and survive in the hard hockey that 
results from all 18 skaters treating every shift as if it is their last.  

“The Tampa Bay Lightning,” states Zach Hyman. “They’ve got some 
really skilled players, but they play the right way. They have depth 
throughout the lineup and in the last two years they were able to mesh 
skill with a grinding game too.  

“I don't think it’s one or the other,” he declared. “I think you need a little 
bit of everything.”  

A year ago Edmonton found itself in a playoff series with Winnipeg in 
which they came up on the wrong side of the inch every night. In Game 1 
it was 1-1 with 11:00 to play, and the Jets won 4-1 with two empty-
netters; they lost Game 2, 1-0 in overtime; in Game 3 they imploded, 
blowing a 4-1 lead with 8:00 to play; Game 4 was lost in triple OT.  

Edmonton was in every game, but the Oilers were out in four.  

Are the Oilers a more sound team this season? They actually appear to 
be.  

“We’ve established our game and the way we want to play over the last 
couple of weeks,” said defenceman Darnell Nurse, whose Oilers have 
authored back to back 4-0 wins over Nashville and Vegas. “Going into 
the playoffs, you want to get into a groove, you want to have a good feel 
of your game, a good feel of each other on the ice and I feel like we’ve 
done that to this point.”  

Edmonton is the fifth-best team in the league with a .700 winning 
percentage since Jan. 22. That’s 40 games — basically the second half 
of the season. But are they better than a year ago?  

The Oilers are stronger on defence and the same in goal, much deeper 
and better in front of Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen.  

They are, suddenly, a team that might wind up on the right end of those 
close playoff games that they could not find a way to win a year ago 
versus the Jets.  

“Well, we’re working towards it,” said Woodcroft, who has done a 
magnificent job since taking over on Feb. 11 (21-8-34). “As the league 
narrows, and more and more teams fall out, the attention to detail and 
the focus of teams on the defensive part of the game increases. Every 
play counts. Every rep counts, every shift counts. So it becomes harder 
and harder to score.”  

His club has back-to-back shutouts, and recently played an epic 2-1 
game against Colorado. Edmonton lost in a shootout, but the Oilers didn’t 
lose the way they used to, on a bad goal or a chance given up that did 
not have to be earned.  

“It was a 0-0 game (after 40 minutes), and it was some of the best 
players in the world on the ice,” Woodcroft said. “It was a heck of a 
game. A great game.”  

Can the Oilers take that act into the post-season?  

From here, we see no reason why they can’t. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Loss to Wild, remaining Canadiens games determinants in 
Carey Price's future 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 19, 2022, 11:57 PM 

 

MONTREAL—Carey Price was up and down and up and down, he was 
at one point spinning in his crease and at another zipping across it as the 
Minnesota Wild banked passes through the slot like they were playing a 
game of pinball. 

With just a few minutes left in this 2-0 loss for his Montreal Canadiens, 
Price was put through his biggest test of the night—after having already 
stopped 24 shots and contorted himself to prepare to stop the other 36 
pucks the Wild either had blocked or missed with—when Minnesota got a 
56-second 5-on-3 advantage after Jeff Petry joined Jordan Harris in the 
penalty box. 

Price flashed to the top of his crease and made a Jared Spurgeon one-
timer from the top of the faceoff circle hit him in the chest and appear like 
an easy save. Seconds later, he popped out aggressively and blocked a 
one-timer for Mats Zuccarello. And he finished the sequence with a toe-
save on Wild leading scorer Kirill Kaprizov. 

Time was expiring when Price was forced to make a hard lateral push to 
stop Joel Eriksson-Ek’s 2-on-1 chance, and he succeeded. 

On the whole, we thought he played well and appeared very much—with 
the exception of a couple of sequences, like the one that ended with 
Matthew Boldy’s between-the-legs goal to give the Wild the insurance 
they needed—like the Carey Price we’ve known since he arrived with the 
Canadiens as a fresh-faced 20-year-old in 2007. 

Whether or not he felt the same is the big question. 

From a conditioning standpoint, Price said he’s progressing well. 

“Game shape’s a real thing,” he said afterwards. “But I feel like I’ve 
managed myself pretty well in my time off to prepare for this. There’s 
definitely times where you feel maybe a little bit winded, but you feel like 
that anyway.” 

He didn’t say much about how his knee held up to pushing through all the 
movements that led to several setbacks between October and now. 

As Price explained on Friday, after returning to his crease for the first 
time in 282 days, the nature of his position, coupled with his age and 
injury history, turned a routine two-month recovery from off-season 
surgery into one that dragged, and dragged, and dragged. 

What Price didn’t say then—or even after Tuesday’s game—was just 
how much he might be using the limited time he has between now and 
the end of this season to see if his knee can withstand the daily pressure 
he’ll apply to it over a sustained period. 

That information is far more pertinent. Because as everyone wonders 
about what Price’s future holds with the Canadiens, the real question is: 
What does the future hold for his career? 

He talked this past January about being unsure he could resume it. And 
then 30 hours before Tuesday’s game, Price said, “I just want to be able 
to finish playing at an acceptable level.” 

“I don’t know how long that is,” he continued, “but, at the end of the day, I 
want to be able to say that I left the game playing well and not being a 
burden.” 

Ideally, that would be four years from now, when Price’s eight-year, $84-
million contract is set to expire. 

But he’s just four months away from his 35th birthday, he’s played 
through countless injuries and been through too many surgeries, and it’s 
anything but a given he’d attempt to go through another experience like 
the one he had this season. 

We can’t see Price subjecting himself to something similar to what’s 
happened to Paul Byron. 

The 32-year-old winger missed the first half of this campaign to recover 
from hip surgery. He had been playing for two years through excruciating 
pain that left him unable to walk the stairs in his home after games, and 
he was unsure he’d be able to play at the level expected of him upon his 
return on Jan. 30. 

Byron then made it through nine games—and a lightened practice 
schedule to help him recuperate and get maintenance on his hip—before 
suffering an upper-body injury that knocked him out of four games. 

He returned on Mar. 9 and appeared in 17 of the next 20 Canadiens 
games. 

Then, on Tuesday, Byron left the game against the Wild after a shift late 
in the first period. He did not return, and Canadiens coach Martin St. 
Louis later confirmed he had been playing through a nagging lower-body 
injury for weeks. 

“It’s hard,” said St. Louis. “I think he fights every day to keep playing this 
year because he wants to be with the team. He just has an injury that’s 
been bugging him for a while and he’s trying to fight through it. He’s a 
tough player, he’s a great player, and it’s hard not having him at 100 per 
cent.” 

Price certainly empathizes. 

“Definitely feel for him,” he said. “He’s a real competitor. He’s one of the 
most competitive people I think I’ve ever met, and he’s got that fire in 
him.” 

Clearly, Price does, too. If he didn’t still have it, he’d have quit on this 
season long ago. 

But games like the one Price played on Tuesday are going to reveal to 
him just how much more he wants or needs to feed that internal flame. 

No amount of practice was going to give him certainty. 

“There’s nothing that can replicate reps like this,” Price said. 

Those reps are just as vital to test his knee as they are to test his will. 
They will form the basis of his self-evaluation when the off-season begins 
to unravel just five games from now. 

Price will need to decide if he wants to continue to submit to a much 
more rigorous game-day routine than the one he enjoyed for so many 
years before the injuries piled up. 

“It’s longer,” he said. “I can’t show up to the rink and jump in the hot tub 
anymore, and then go on the ice.” 

As Price noted, the trainers and the strength and conditioning coaches 
will continue to do excellent work to help him. 

But they can’t go out on the ice and play the games for Price, and they 
certainly can’t do so above the impossibly high bar he’s set throughout 
his Hall-of-Fame-worthy career. 

Will he be willing to go through it all for at least 41 games next season? 
Willing to push through all the gymnastics in his crease, and all the 
bumps and bruises and potentially gruelling injury rehabilitations? 

Friday, after Price made his emotional return to the net and experienced 
a love-in at the Bell Centre, it felt appropriate to just live in the moment 
and ignore all of that. 

But once it passed, these were the questions that popped up watching 
Price face a much bigger test against a formidable Wild team on 
Tuesday. These are the questions that will persist from here to the end of 
the season—and possibly beyond if Price isn’t prepared to declare in two 
weeks what his future intentions are. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs smart to think ‘bigger picture’ with Auston 
Matthews injury 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 19, 2022, 11:10 AM 

 

TORONTO -- The Toronto Maple Leafs have their priorities straight. 

Sure, with six games remaining on the regular-season docket, fans would 
love to see Auston Matthews cruise past the 60-goal mark, lock up 
consecutive Rocket Richard trophies, threaten Alex Ovechkin’s career-
best 65, and see how close he could flirt with 70. 

But if there was any inkling that the club or its best player might prioritize 
individual record-breaking over breaking through the first playoff round, 
that theory has been tossed out faster than an empty Cadbury Mini Eggs 
wrapper. 

Watching Matthews skate with the other injured players and terrorize a 
Maple Leafs practice goalie for 40 minutes Tuesday morning, it’s clear: 
Were Game 1 tonight, he’d be playing. 

But he’s dealing with an undisclosed ailment — good luck even getting 
an “upper” or “lower” designation out of the team; it’s that time of year — 
that will keep Matthews out of action for a second straight game Tuesday 
and stuck at 58 goals until the upcoming road trip. 

“We’re not just resting Auston in this case. He’s got an injury,” coach 
Sheldon Keefe clarified. “It just speaks to the fact that we’re looking 
bigger picture here.” 

With Matthews idle, a healthy Leon Draisaitl (54 goals) could gain ground 
on the goal-scoring chase, and stars like Johnny Gaudreau — scorching 
hot in Calgary — could swipe some Hart Trophy votes. 

But to get distracted by the hunt for hardware or to emphasize standings 
points over healthy bodies would be downright foolish, as the Maple 
Leafs are already a 93-per-cent lock for the Atlantic Division’s second 
seed and home ice in a Round 1 they must survive. 

As much as the players talk about taking one game at a time, Tuesday’s 
home date versus the floundering Philadelphia Flyers makes the first of 
four games and four flights over a hectic six-day tour. 

Leafs trying to avoid 'trap game' against Flyers with Matthews still 
sidelined 

“This is as busy a stretch as you’re going to get in the NHL,” Keefe said. 
“We’re really just trying to manage the energy levels. They're still 
important games, and they're going to be difficult games for us to play.” 

Filling in for the best goal-scorer in hockey is an impossible task. 

Yet the Maple Leafs have won five of the six games their top centre has 
missed this season due to injury or suspension. 

“When you're missing someone like Papi and obviously the season he's 
having, I think you're not replacing that and expecting to fill his shoes with 
one guy — or even two guys,” said captain John Tavares, who has 
performed well in these scenarios. “I think it shows the depth we have as 
a team — our ability to respond and meet that challenge.” 

“So, yeah, it's been a good job by the group and something we have to 
continue.” 

'It shows the depth we have as a team' Tavares on winning without 
Matthews 

Keefe had a long chat with Alexander Kerfoot on the ice Tuesday, and 
the coach has elevated the utility forward to second-line centre in 
Matthews’ absence. He’s been toying with the idea of Kerfoot running a 

line with speedy Swedish wingers William Nylander and Pierre Engvall, 
and liked how that trio looked in Sunday’s win over the New York 
Islanders. 

Save for that trio, however, Keefe expects to do some mixing and 
matching with his other forwards Tuesday. But the players know to 
expect the unexpected whenever their anchor isn’t in the lineup. 

“He’s a big part of our team,” said Mitch Marner, “and we want to make 
sure he’s ready to go for whatever comes.” 

A wise course of action with the postseason starting in just two weeks. 

One-Timers 

Jack Campbell versus Martin Jones is your projected goaltending 
matchup.... Jake Muzzin is progressing well from an undisclosed injury 
(not concussion-related) but will sit out for a fourth time in Toronto’s past 
five games.... Ondrej Kase (concussion) and Rasmus Sandin (knee) will 
not travel with the Maple Leafs on their upcoming road trip and will 
instead continue rehabbing their injuries in Toronto.... With a lawsuit 
pending against the team ownership, Flyers interim coach Mike Yeo 
declined comment on director of medical services Jim McCrossin and 
assistant athletic trainer Sal Raffa, who claim they have suffered a health 
complications due to exposure from carcinogenic Zamboni fumes. Long-
serving forward Scott Laughton chose his words carefully. “I love the staff 
here. When you're in a place for eight to 10 years, you build really close 
friendships with people. I'll leave it at that. I'm very close with all our staff 
members,” Laughton said. “So, just try to be a good friend and good 
teammate.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Looking at 16-year-old WHL phenom Connor Bedard's 
historic season 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadler 

April 19, 2022, 12:17 PM 

 

For 62 regular-season games in the WHL, Regina Pats forward Connor 
Bedard put on an offensive showcase, his elite eye for goal-scoring and 
signature wrist shot on display on a nightly basis. 

And for his grand finale Sunday night, he made history. 

With just over six minutes left in regulation against the Moose Jaw 
Warriors, Bedard scored his 50th goal of the season. At 16 years, nine 
months, and one day old (to be exact) Bedard officially became the 
youngest player in WHL history to hit the 50-goal milestone in a season. 
He’s just the third in league history to reach 50 markers at age 16. 

But the history didn’t stop there. As the clock wound down to the final 
minute of Sunday’s game, an eventual 7-4 victory for Regina, Bedard 
potted an empty-netter for goal No. 51 to bring his point total to an even 
100. His five-point performance in the game was truly the cherry on top 
of a seriously sensational season for the North Vancouver Native. That 
he achieved such prolific numbers in 62 regular-season games (six fewer 
than most of his peers) and on a struggling Pats team makes his 
accomplishments all the more impressive. 

And to think, he’s still got another full season of junior hockey ahead of 
him before he’s eligible for the NHL draft. 

It's been quite the week for Bedard. Less than 24 hours after his history-
securing five-point performance, Bedard was named to Canada’s under-
18 world championship squad, which hits the ice later this week.   

With his historic success in mind and as we look ahead to what should 
be another strong showing at the U18s to close out the month, here’s a 
by-the-numbers look at Bedard’s success over the past year as well as 
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some key numbers to watch as the 16-year-old phenom looks to continue 
his run of elite hockey.   

1 – Bedard has long been considered the top prospect to be selected No. 
1 overall in the 2023 NHL Draft. 

1.61 – Bedard’s points-per-game pace in 2021-22, which isn’t far off 
Connor McDavid’s 1.77 points-per-game during his 16-year-old season 
with the Erie Otters in 2013-14. Yes, in many ways, it’s unfair to make 
comparisons like this considering the two Connors are very different 
players in different situations and with different skillsets. Still, when we’ve 
seen such incredible junior performances, it’s hard not to make the 
connection and have a little fun with it. 

2 – Bedard finished second in goals league-wide in the WHL this year, 
just one shy of Ben King of the Red Deer Rebels. (King, 19, went 
undrafted last year.) 

3 – Before Bedard reached 100 points Sunday night, just three WHL 
players had ever managed the feat at age 16. He’s the first to do so this 
century. 

4 – Bedard finished the season ranked fourth in league points and is one 
of just four players to hit 100 points this year. Vancouver Canucks 
prospect Arshdeep Bains (112 points), Bains’ Rebels linemate, Ben King 
(105 points), and Stars prospect Logan Stankoven of the Kamloops 
Blazers (104 points) finished ahead of him. 

4 – In just two games of the 2022 world juniors, which was cut short due 
to COVID, Bedard tallied four goals. Remarkably, all four came in a 
single game – something no Canadian has ever done before. The quad 
came during a dominant 11-2 outing against Austria during round-robin 
play, and also made him the youngest player to ever score four goals in a 
single outing. 

7 – When Bedard cracked the Team Canada roster at the world juniors in 
December, he became just the seventh player to do so at age 16. The 
short list of players to come before him features some pretty exceptional 
names: Wayne Gretzky (1978), Eric Lindros (1990), Jason Spezza 
(2000), Jay Bouwmeester (2000), Sidney Crosby (2004) and Connor 
McDavid (2014). 

7 – “Exceptional” is a word that comes naturally when talking about 
Bedard and his skillset, and for good reason. In March 2020, at age 14, 
he was granted exceptional status to play in the WHL during the 2020-21 
season as a 15-year-old. That made him just the seventh player to ever 
earn that status in the CHL and the first in the WHL. Players to earn that 
honour before Bedard: John Tavares (2005), Aaron Ekblad (2011), 
Connor McDavid (2012), Sean Day (2013), Joseph Veleno (2015) and 
this year's top prospect Shane Wright. Of that group, all played in the 
OHL except for Veleno, who played in the QMJHL. 

9 – Despite Bedard's heroics, his team-leading efforts weren't quite 
enough to carry to the Pats into the playoffs. Regina finished ninth in the 
Eastern Conference Standings, which means we won't get to see what 
Bedard can do in the post-season. 

12 – Last season as a rookie, Bedard scored a dozen goals in 15 games. 
He also tallied 16 assists for 28 points in the COVID-shortened season. 
Had he been able to play a full 68-game schedule at that scoring pace, 
that’s a 54-goal, 126-point campaign… 

15 – Bedard first landed on the international stage a year ago, donning 
the maple leaf as a 15-year-old at the under-18 world championship, a 
whole year younger than the next youngest teammate, Shane Wright 
(then 16). He was the third player to suit up for Canada at the tournament 
in his 15-year-old season, behind John Tavares and Connor McDavid. 
(McDavid was 16 by the time he actually hit the ice, making Bedard 
technically the second 15-year-old Canadian to play at the tournament 
after Tavares was the first.) Bedard’s seven goals in seven games at the 
2021 tournament ranked him second on the team in goals behind Shane 
Wright, and his 14 points tied him with Wright for the team’s scoring lead 
on the powerhouse Canadian squad that went on to win gold. All eyes 
will be on Bedard later this week as he takes centre stage as the 
headliner of this 2022 squad. 

21 – At the 2011 under-18 world championship, a 17-year-old Nikita 
Kucherov set a new record for most points in a single tournament, with 
21. Kucherov scored 11 goals and 10 assists in seven games. The 

single-tournament goals record belongs to Cole Caufield, who at 17 
years old in 2019 tied the tally set first by Alex Ovechkin at age 16 in 
2002. Can Bedard write himself into these history books, too? The 
tournament opens Friday in Germany. 

24/76 – The 2021-22 campaign was a bit of a tale of two seasons for 
Bedard, who put up a perfectly respectable 24 points (14 goals, 10 
assists) in his first 24 games before departing for the world juniors. Upon 
his return from the tournament, though, he really turned on the jets. 
Through 38 games post-WJC, Bedard set the scoreboard on fire with a 
whopping 76 points (37 goals, 39 assists) for a scoring pace of exactly 
two points per game. 

45 – Bedard registered at least one point in 21 consecutive games 
between Feb. 2 and March 22 of this year, the league’s longest point 
streak this season. He averaged more than a point per game during that 
stretch, tallying 23 goals and 22 assists for 45 points. Including this 
goal... 

63 – Glen Goodall’s record-setting 63 goals scored during his 16-year-old 
season back in 1986-87, still stands as the highest goals total by a 16-
year-old in the WHL. 

70 – In the QMJHL, the single-season goals record by a 16-year-old 
player belongs to the great Mike Bossy. Bossy put up 70 goals with Laval 
National in 1973-74. Sidney Crosby is the most recent QMJHLer to hit 50 
– he scored 54 in 2003-04, and became the first 16-year-old to win the 
CHL’s scoring title. 

72 – The record for most goals scored by a 16-year-old in the OHL (and, 
overall, in the CHL) belongs to John Tavares, who tallied 72 in 2006-07. 

326 – Bedard certainly knows how to get the puck on net. His 326 shots 
on goal was the highest total in the WHL this year. 

2005 – The year Bedard was born. Feeling old yet? 
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TSN.CA / Rocket Richard pursuit on hold as Matthews misses second 
straight game 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs (optional) and Philadelphia Flyers skated at Scotiabank 
Arena on Tuesday. 

Auston Matthews skated for about 40 minutes on Tuesday morning and 
looked good. The 24-year-old centre felt good too, but Matthews will still 
sit out a second straight game.  

"They think, despite the fact he's feeling really good, that a little more 
time would benefit him even more so that's what we'll give him," said 
coach Sheldon Keefe. "We're not just resting Auston. I mean, he's got an 
injury that maybe he could play through, but that doesn't make sense." 

Per Keefe, Matthews picked up the injury during Saturday's game in 
Ottawa. Like on Sunday night following the win over Ottawa, Keefe 
declined to say if it was an upper or lower body issue. 

So, Matthews will remain stuck on 58 goals, which is four ahead of 
Edmonton's Leon Draisaitl in the Rocket Richard Trophy race.  

"We're looking bigger picture here," Keefe said. "We got team 
accomplishments, individual accomplishments, all those kind of things in 
the regular season, and we're mindful of them, they are important in their 
own way, but the ultimate goal is for us to be ready to compete come 
playoff time. That's what it's all about." 

Matthews also sat out the first three games of the year while recovering 
from off-season wrist surgery and also missed a pair of games in March 
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due to a suspension. The Leafs have won five of six games without their 
leading scorer this season.  

"It shows the depth we have as a team and our ability to respond and 
accept that challenge," said captain John Tavares, who takes over as the 
No. 1 centre. "When you're missing someone like Papi with the season 
he's having, I think we know you're not replacing that and expecting to fill 
those shoes with one guy or even two guys." 

Matthews 'feeling really good' but will miss second straight game 

Auston Matthews took part in the Maple Leafs optional this morning 
ahead of their game against the Flyers but will not play tonight. Sheldon 
Keefe says Matthews is 'feeling really good' but they'll sit him out for the 
second straight game to play things safe. 

For the first time all season, the Leafs followed a day off with an optional 
skate.  

"This is as busy a stretch as you're going to get in the NHL," Keefe 
explained.  

Toronto is in the middle of a run that will see them play nine times in 15 
days. This week, in particular, is challenging with four games in four 
different cities over the next six nights.  

Fourteen guys who will suit up against the Flyers still took the ice on 
Tuesday morning, including starting goalie Jack Campbell, who has won 
all five starts since returning from a rib injury in Philadelphia on April 2.   

Leafs Ice Chips: Rare optional skate as Keefe monitors energy levels 

As the regular season winds down the Maple Leafs actually enter a very 
busy stretch in their schedule, which called for a rare optional skate after 
an off-day on Monday. Mark Masters has more on how the Leafs are 
managing their energy levels as they prepare to host the Flyers tonight. 

Keefe refused to divulge his lineup plan, but the coach confirmed that 
William Nylander, Alex Kerfoot and Pierre Engvall will remain together 
after a strong debut on Sunday. Nylander and Kerfoot played well 
together during last year's series against the Montreal Canadiens.  

"Last season, in the playoffs, that was a very productive group for us with 
[Alex] Galchenyuk on the left side," Keefe pointed out. "Now it's Engvall 
playing on that line. So, want to see if something can spark there and 
then you have three lines that can really score and be really confident. 
It's something I've looked to do for a while." 

Engvall scored his 14th goal of the season on Sunday by converting a 
nice pass from Kerfoot on a two-on-one rush. After being a fourth liner 
most of his NHL career, the 25-year-old has emerged as a key 
contributor in Toronto's top-nine group. Nylander and Engvall shared a 
nice moment during the road trip to Ottawa over the weekend.  

"We were at dinner and I said, 'It's just so nice to see the way you've 
grown as a player and the way you've excelled this year,'" Nylander 
revealed. "Obviously, being a Swede you want to take care of the 
Swedes around you and I've been proud to see the way he's grown." 

Engvall is averaging 13 minutes of ice time a game, which is up from 
11:56 last season.  

"He's just found a real groove with his role and been really stable and 
consistent with where he's been in the lineup," said Tavares, who 
believes the 6-foot-5 winger is doing a better job influencing play with his 
physicality. "I just think he's having a better understanding of how he can 
impact the game with his tools. He's so fast and so strong and it's just 
understanding how to use that."  

Nylander also scored on Sunday, which gives him 31 goals and matches 
his previous career high, which was achieved during the 2019-20 
season.   

"I didn't know that," the 25-year-old winger admitted with a laugh. "I 
thought I had more goals. But, yeah, that's good to know ... It's my job, 
scoring goals, so hopefully I can score some more." 

Nylander thought he was already at 34 goals. He'll likely reach that mark 
sooner than later if he keeps playing like he is. Nylander has hit the 
scoresheet in nine of his last 10 games.  

What is Mitch Marner noticing?  

"Just competitiveness on pucks," Marner said, "being hungry, being 
hungry around that net. When he brings it, he's one of the best players in 
the NHL. So, it's a treat to watch." 

Laughing Nylander on matching career high: 'I thought I had more goals' 

William Nylander scored his 31st goal on Sunday and was surprised to 
learn that he had only tied his career high. "I thought I had more goals," 
Nylander admitted with a laugh. "It's something that you'd like to beat ... 
It's my job, scoring goals, so hopefully I can score some more." The 
winger seems to be hitting his stride at the right time. "When he brings it, 
he's one of the best players in the NHL," said Mitch Marner. "It's a treat to 
watch." 

The Leafs have started taping pictures of the officials – linesmen and 
referees – with their names and numbers on the inside of the bench 
during games.   

"Obviously it's a very emotional game," Tavares said. "At times it can get 
heated and just knowing somebody's name, it's amazing what it can do 
to just gain that level of respect and trust and communication with the 
officials, which is really important. They really strive to do that as well 
with knowing player names so we're just trying to have that 
communication and that comfort level going back towards them as well."  

Tavares revealed that the Leafs started doing this a few weeks ago. He 
credited veteran Jason Spezza for driving the idea. There is one picture 
at each end of the bench so the forwards and defencemen have easy 
access to the information.  

"At this point, most of the guys that have been around a while kind of 
know them already by name," said defenceman Justin Holl with a smile, 
"but it's good to have that just to make sure you're totally sure."  

In the heat of battle, Leafs prioritize knowing names of officials 

The Maple Leafs started posting a picture and the names of the officials 
that are working their games each nights. John Tavares explains why 
they see it as a benefit for them and the referees. 

The Flyers arrive in Toronto having lost five straight games. Philadelphia 
has the worst record (10-30-5) in the NHL since the calendar flipped to 
2022.  

"We have six games left," said forward Scott Laughton. "We got a lot of 
young kids here and you have to try and set the right example and the 
right message so no better place to do it than tonight in Toronto." 

In the heat of battle, Leafs prioritize knowing names of officials 

The Maple Leafs started posting a picture and the names of the officials 
that are working their games each nights. John Tavares explains why 
they see it as a benefit for them and the referees. 

There was an extra buzz around the Flyers room this morning. This is 
Philadelphia's first regular season game in Toronto since Nov. 9, 2019.  

"I'm excited for tonight, coming home and playing in front of family and 
friends," said Laughton, a native of Oakville, Ont. "We have to have a 
good showing ... I was lucky to go home and see my grandparents who I 
haven't seen in seven or eight months. That was the highlight of my year, 
for sure, to see my papa and grammie and everyone like that. They've 
supported me and I'm excited for them to be able to watch tonight." 

Martin Jones gets the start for the Flyers.-- 

Jake Muzzin will miss a third straight game with an undisclosed injury. He 
did skate on Tuesday morning and will travel with the team on the 
upcoming road trip, which includes games Thursday in Tampa, Saturday 
in Sunrise, Fla. and Sunday in Washington. 

Rasmus Sandin, who hurt his knee one month ago, took part in Toronto's 
optional skate, but the defenceman will not make the trip south.  

"He's going to continue to push," said Keefe. "We're working towards 
what we hope is the possibility of him being available next week." 

The Leafs wrap up the regular season with games next week against 
Detroit (April 26) and Boston (April 29).  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 20, 2022 

 

Ondrej Kase skated in a red no-contact sweater on Tuesday. It was the 
first time we've seen the winger on the ice with teammates since he 
sustained a concussion on March 19.  

"It's positive that he's continuing to feel good," Keefe noted. "He's been 
on the ice consistently the last four, five days without any setbacks and is 
feeling good. Obviously, we'll be travelling on the road and there won't a 
lot of practice time so his road to getting back to full speed is a little more 
challenging based on the schedule." 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 04.20.2022 

1201669 Websites 

 

TSN.CA / Lacquette hopes to help others break barriers in hockey 

 

Meaghen Johnson 

 

Brigitte Lacquette broke barriers on the ice when she became the first 
First Nations player to be named to Canada’s women’s hockey team. 
Now she wants to help others forge an easier path in their own hockey 
journeys. 

The 2018 Olympic silver medallist has partnered with Kruger Big Assist, 
a program designed to help youth hockey associations with financial 
assistance to make the sport more accessible for families in need. 

“I know for myself, growing up, my parents didn't have a lot of money,” 
Lacquette told TSN. “I was fortunate enough to be able to have my 
reserve, which is Cote First Nation, offset the costs for hockey 
registration fees.” 

This year, Kruger also launched The Second Assist – a $50,000 grant 
that is given to one of the 15 Big Assist-winning associations to support 
diversity, equity and inclusion in hockey. 

Last week, the Cape Breton Blizzard Female Hockey Association was 
named the recipient of the inaugural grant for its dedication to inclusion in 
the game, including working with First Nations communities. 

“I feel like diversity, equity and inclusion goes a long way in minor 
hockey, and we have to make hockey a more inclusive space, a safe 
space for youth to want to play the sport,” Lacquette said. 

Originally from Mallard, Man., a small community of fewer than 200 
people, Lacquette, 29, said many of her toughest times in the sport came 
at a young age. 

“A lot of the times that I've experienced racism has been at the minor 
hockey level,” she said. “I would hate to see other kids going through 
exactly what I went through. I got through it, but I had a strong support 
system around me to turn those negatives into a positive. A lot of kids 
don't have that.” 

Lacquette, who also serves on the NHL’s player inclusion and female 
hockey advisory committees, believes that programs like the Kruger Big 
Assist are vital to help BIPOC youth feel welcome in a sport where they 
are underrepresented. 

“Traditionally, hockey is a white man’s sport,” she said. “We are 
obviously trending in the right direction. We're making steps. But I truly 
believe that this starts at the minor hockey level.” 

The Canadian defender also became the first Indigenous woman to scout 
for an NHL team when she joined the Chicago Blackhawks last year. She 
fully embraces being a trailblazer and a role model for Indigenous youth. 

“It's an absolute honour,” she said. “I didn't have that person that I could 
relate to in terms of my skin colour… I looked up to Jordin Tootoo and a 
lot of other Indigenous hockey players that play in the NHL, but there 
wasn't a woman.” 

Lacquette said she truly realized the importance of being a visible 
Indigenous woman in hockey when she returned from the 2018 Olympics 
in PyeongChang and visited schools in Indigenous communities. 

“To actually meet the kids and see their eyes light up – that was it for me, 
where it was like, ‘Wow, I can actually make a difference in these kids’ 
lives.’ That was so inspiring,” she said. 

Before Lacquette signed with the Blackhawks last July, she did her own 
research on Chicago’s logo and Black Hawk, a Sauk leader and warrior 
in the Thunder Clan. She says Chicago is honouring the Indigenous icon 
and points to land acknowledgements done by the organization. 

Lacquette, who is based out of Calgary, watches prospects in the 
Western Hockey League. She believes her new role is another means 
toward increased diversity, equity, and inclusion in hockey. 

“Honestly, just being the first Indigenous woman to be a pro scout – I 
think that's a start,” she said. “It's being a role model for the young kids 
and showing them that it is possible to break down doors, showing them 
that it is possible to be able to even have a job in the NHL.” 

On the ice, Lacquette still plays for Calgary’s Team Scotiabank in the 
Professional Women’s Hockey Players Association (PWHPA). She was 
not part of Canada’s roster for the 2021 IIHF Women’s World 
Championship or last February’s Olympics, where the team won gold. 

Lacquette says her potential return to the national team is “up in the air,” 
but is proud of her teammates’ accomplishments, particularly Sarah 
Nurse, who became the first Black woman to win Olympic hockey gold 
and broke the tournament scoring recording with 18 points. 

“It's amazing to see. I'm very proud of Sarah,” Lacquette said. “She's a 
phenomenal hockey player and an even better person. It's awesome to 
see because that shows young girls and BIPOC youth that they really 
can achieve anything that they set their mind to.” 

It’s these types of milestones that make Lacquette optimistic about the 
future of the sport. 

“I feel like racism, unfortunately, that's always going to be there. But I feel 
like we are trending in the right direction.” 
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USA TODAY / 'I can’t recall a streak like this': NHL favorites on 
scorching, undefeated run 

 

Lance Pugmire USA TODAY Sports 

 

A startling stretch of 22 consecutive victories by NHL betting favorites 
could continue Monday, as oddsmakers scratch their heads over the 
phenomenon.  

“I can’t recall a streak like this,” said Adam Pullen, assistant director of 
trading at Caesars Sportsbook, which first reported the trend starting with 
Friday night action.  

“You always get (some of that) late in the year, with some teams out of 
the running and others playing for something," Pullen said. "Now, it 
doesn’t matter what you put (the favorites) at — they can’t be high 
enough.”  

Tipico Sportsbook spokesman Sunny Gupta said the stunning trend 
didn’t catch the attention of most bettors.  

Bally's Interactive SVP of Risk & Trading Jay Rood echoed that 
sentiment.  

“Our hockey (weekend betting) has been very balanced,” Rood told USA 
TODAY Sports+. “We lost a little to moneyline and handicap, but the 
totals made up for that.” 
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How far will the streak extend?  

The biggest favorites over the weekend were the Calgary Flames — set 
at a staggering -600 against the Arizona Coyotes. The Flames won 9-1.  

Arizona returns to being a heavy underdog Monday night against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. The Coyotes boasted the most significant underdog 
victory of the season (at +450) when they defeated the Colorado 
Avalanche in a 3-2 shootout on Feb. 1.  

“In years’ past, you didn’t see many three-dollar (-300) favorites, but this 
year, it just seems normal to see these types of prices." Pullen said. "The 
disparity between the good teams and bad teams is a lot bigger than it 
ever has been." 

Three of the other weekend games went to overtime, however, with the 
Kraken defeating New Jersey in a shootout.  

“It’ll be interesting to see how high the lines for these favorites get,” 
Pullen said. “You have 22-0 staring you at the face. You’re going to see 
big favorites across the board that maybe we’ve never seen before.”  

Even with the trending data, bettors at Tipico are divided over whether to 
let it ride on the streak continuing. 

Gupta said, of the six games, three have driven more betting traffic to the 
favorites, and three others are attracting support on the underdogs. 
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