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Canes provide clarity on starting goalie for playoffs after Frederik Andersen injury 

By Chip Alexander 

Antti Raanta has done all that has been asked of him in his 
first season with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Signed as a free agent, he was brought in to give the Canes’ 
goaltending a more veteran look and has done that. He was 
asked to be the backup for goalie Frederik Andersen and has 
done that while staying sharp and staying positive in his 
approach. 

No one knew he would also become “Father Finn” and 
something of a mentor to the younger Finnish players on the 
team, but Raanta has been that, too. 

Now may come the biggest ask of all: Who will be the Canes’ 
starter when the Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 

Andersen’s lower-body injury Saturday in the loss at 
Colorado sent a jolt through everyone on the team and those 
who follow it. Many Canes fans likely feared the worst when 
Andersen, a Vezina Trophy candidate this season as the 
league’s best goalie, had to be helped off the ice late in the 
third period. 

A few games away from the start of the playoffs and now 
this? 

The reaction of Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was simple 
and direct: Raanta was his starter Monday against Arizona 
and likely will be the starter until a timetable for Andersen’s 
return can be set. It’s Raanta’s net. 

“Obviously, it’s a big concern,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday 
of Andersen’s status. “Goaltending is the most important part 
of the deal, so it’s definitely a concern. We have to give it 
time to see where he’s at.” 

Andersen, who underwent an MRI, has not been skating but 
has been able to do some off-ice work. There’s a sense he 
could be ready when the playoffs begin the first week of May 
but that remains to be seen. 

Raanta said he will try not to take a “big-picture” approach to 
what’s in front of him for now. 

“It’s pretty much one day at a time and it has been like that 
pretty much the whole year for me,” Raanta said Monday. 
“One shot at a time.” 

Raanta, 32, put in his 23rd start of the season against the 
Coyotes and allowed three goals — all in the second period 
— on 26 shots. That was good enough against the NHL’s 
worst team as he ran his record to 13-5-4, with a 2.46 goals-
against average and .912 save percentage. 

“He’s done a helluva job for us,” Canes goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder said Wednesday. “He’s played some big games 
for us. He beat Colorado, beat St. Louis. It’s not like he’s just 
getting the bottom teams.” 

When Raanta is at his best, his play can be borderline 
brilliant. He doesn’t have the size of Andersen, who 
seemingly blocks out the sun at times, and must rely on his 
quickness, anticipation and positioning. 

“I think there was a really good stretch of games in March,” 
Raanta said Monday before the Coyotes game. “The last few 
games there has been too (many) goals that go in where you 
go, ‘Oh man, I should have done something different.’ 

“I think there has been too much thinking going into the 
games and not playing with your instincts. Just try to get to 
the groove again and get that rhythm going. Make those 
saves you have to make and if you have to make some 
bigger ones, you try your best to make those. Just being 
more sharper in the net and bring that confidence.” 

Raanta and Andersen each played eight games in March, 
Raanta going 4-1-3 (including a 36-save shutout of 
Colorado) and Andersen 4-3-1. Andersen had started six of 
the eight games in April before the injury Saturday. 

Raanta got the job done Monday. He made some nice stops 
on Arizona’s four unsuccessful power plays, and also had 
one of those moments midway through the second period 
that can make or break a goalie. 

Raanta went behind the net to stop the puck, leaving it for 
defenseman Ethan Bear. When Bear tried to pass it up the 
ice, the puck hit Raanta and bounced out to the Coyotes’ 
Travis Boyd, who was looking at an open net, but Raanta 
made a quick push back to his right for a sliding save. 

“He’s such a beauty,” Canes forward Max Domi said after the 
game. “He’s such a good goalie, too.” 

The Canes (49-20-8), seeking to win the Metropolitan 
Division, have five games left in the regular season. It will be 
interesting to see how Brind’Amour splits those games 
between Raanta and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, recalled 
Sunday from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 

“I think every goalie wants to play,” Raanta said. “When you 
get a few games in a row, it builds your confidence and you 
start playing more with your instincts and play as the game 
comes to you. Especially when you have that game where 
you’re not super happy about what you do. The next game 
you might start to overthink things. 

“Now it’s just one day at a time and building that confidence 
and playing how I want to play.” 
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Burnside: Slavin's Story 

"Find me someone to say something negative about Jaccob 
and that person will be a liar." 

By Scott Burnside 

RALEIGH, NC. - By the time Jaccob Slavin was in his first 
pair of skates, the third of five hockey-playing Slavin children, 
the folks at the local rink had given up any idea of enforcing 
age rules. 

"They were, 'oh, it's the Slavins, he can start when he's two," 
mother Wendi recalled with a laugh. 

And nobody seemed to bat an eye when Jaccob learned to 
skate by tottering from one M&M candy to the next 
strategically placed on the ice, five feet apart. 

Jaccob recalled the pattern vividly. Find an M&M. Plop to the 
ice. Eat it. Get up. Totter on to the next one and so on. 

"He was very motivated by the M&Ms," Wendi recalled. 
"What kid doesn't love M&Ms, right?" Jaccob observed. 

"That's how I got comfortable I guess on the ice." 

Funny how memories can influence behavior even years 
later, a line from the past to the present to the future. 

"I did that trick with Emersyn," Jaccob said. Truth be told, 
though, Jaccob's three-year-old, adopted at birth three years 
ago during the Hurricanes' first playoff series in a decade, 
seemed more interested in savoring the candy than in 
bouncing back up to get to the next one. 

"She was enjoying her time on the ice," Jaccob said with a 
laugh. 

Later this summer Jaccob and his wife Kylie will welcome a 
son to the family. 

The family's new addition will provide for new experiences on 
a number of levels, not the least of which is that Kylie is 
giving birth to their son as opposed to the couple adopting 
Emersyn. 

Emersyn's long-awaited arrival happened the day after 
Game 1 of the Hurricanes' 2019 first-round playoff series 
against defending Stanley Cup champion Washington, and 
Jaccob found himself jetting back and forth between the 
Raleigh area where Emersyn was born, and Washington, 
where the Hurricanes eventually upset the defending Stanley 
Cup champs in seven games. 

This time the external hockey pressures won't be as acute. 
The couple's son will be born well into the off-season and, 
yes, it's nice to imagine a possible visit with the Stanley Cup 
as part of the growing Slavin family's off-season plans. 

Certainly Emersyn has already begun planning her life as a 
big sister. 

She has been practicing by carrying a small baby doll around 
the house and helping out with its feeding and changing. And 
she is expecting to take on brother-sitting duties as soon as 
possible. 

"She's like, 'Mommy, when the baby comes I can watch him, 
you go to the grocery store and I'll watch the baby,'" Jaccob 
said with a laugh. 

So many signposts along the way, snapshots really, of the 
evolution of not just a hockey player but a man very much 
guided by his faith, a father, a brother and an integral part of 
whatever community in which Jaccob Slavin finds himself. 

Wendi and Rob Slavin are both from Colorado. She wanted 
a horse farm and Rob wanted to be close to the auto body 
shop he still operates so they bought some land on which to 
raise their family. As it turned out the Slavins also needed to 
be close to arenas, baseball diamonds and golf courses as 
they and their five children were always involved in 
something depending on the time of year. 

But mostly, and always, there was hockey. 

It started with Justin, the oldest who had been rollerblading 
and then moved seamlessly into hockey. 

Jordan wanted to skate when she was three, but was told 
that she was too young. 

Jaccob got the M&Ms treatment at two-ish and Josiah, a 
Chicago Blackhawks prospect, was still in diapers when he 
got on the ice and learned that the sooner he was potty 
trained, the sooner and more often he could get on the ice. 

"I tell people I couldn't hold him off the ice any longer," 
Wendi said with a laugh. "He was the easiest potty training 
kid I had." 

Jeremiah, the youngest, spent most of his earliest years 
strapped in a car seat going from rink to rink and wasn't sure 
he wanted any part of this hockey thing at all. Well, DNA 
being what it is, he's now playing in the United States 
Hockey League - a Tier I junior league. 

"Oh my goodness. I actually have no idea how my parents 
did it all," Josiah said. "I feel for my parents. It was amazing 
that they did what they did." 

"Let's just put it this way, my mom had a mini-van with over 
300,000 miles on it," Jaccob added. 

The Slavins early on took in foster kids, but as their own 
children began to grow they moved on to become a billet 
family for hockey players who came to play in the area from 
out of town. 
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In spite of that experience, when Jaccob was recruited by the 
Chicago Steel of the USHL Wendi and Rob had some 
trepidation. 

"As a parent, you always kind of worry about what it's going 
to be like. You don't know about the environment that they're 
in," Wendi said. "And he'll tell the story, but that's when he 
really came into his own faith." 

"Going away that first year is really hard," she added. "It's 
good to have your faith to fall back on and be your 
stronghold." 

Years later Slavin's billet mom, Jaime Faulkner, would say 
that she and her husband Colin would learn much from 
Jaccob and the Slavin family as their own children grew into 
teenagers. 

"We had never intended to be billet parents, in fact I had 
never even heard of billet families until we moved here to 
Chicago. I didn't even know that was a thing," Faulkner said. 

"At the time our oldest was eight years old. So we didn't have 
teenagers in the house. We were not anywhere near that 
age, so I wasn't even sure what a 16-year-old could do. But 
the more that we learned about Jaccob and their family I 
think the more we were like oh my gosh their family is so 
similar to ours," she said. 

In the end there was a lot of learning on both sides of the 
equation when Slavin arrived at the Faulkner house for the 
start of the 2011-12 season. 

"Actually he was really self-sufficient. Super responsible," 
Faulkner said. "The things that we didn't have to do were like 
having him clean up after himself, he was super engaged 
and would hang out in the kitchen which is sort of the central 
part of our house. But he didn't know how to really cook 
anything for himself, except boiling water to make macaroni 
and cheese." 

"So many things," Faulkner added. "My husband taught him 
how to grill. But that's what teenagers learn right? Now our 
kids are teenagers and I realize that that's the age they learn 
to take care of themselves a little bit more and participate 
more in different types of chores. Now I know it's natural." 

Jaccob chuckles at the memories of those first months away 
from home. And he wants it made clear that any of his 
household deficiencies on leaving home to play in the USHL 
were not on his mother. 

"That's not a shot at my mom for not teaching me how to do 
that," he insisted. "She was a rock star mom." 

Slavin was a natural as a surrogate older sibling for the 
Faulkner children. He called Faulkner 'Mama Faulks' and 
when she got a job as President of Business Operations with 
the Chicago Blackhawks - her husband Colin holds a top 
executive position with the Chicago Cubs - one of the first 
calls was to Slavin. 

"I think that's one of the reasons we connected with him so 
quickly. He has an ability to connect with everybody," 
Faulkner said. "We would ask Jaccob, what do you do when 
you're on a bus to Muskogee for a game? And he's like, 'I 
read my bible.' And Jaccob do the guys give you a hard time 
when they're all going and partying and you're coming 

home? He's like, no. Not at all. I think because of the kind of 
friend he was and teammate I think people respected him. 
So even though he might have made a lot of different 
choices than his peer group, there was just mutual respect. 
He's not judgmental at all. He just has this ability to connect. 
He leads with his heart I would say. So yeah, we noticed that 
right off the bat. I think that's why we gelled so quickly after 
having him come stay with us." 

It's also why, even though Jaccob and his wife Kylie have 
their own family, whenever possible they still connect with 
the Faulkners. 

"When he got called up to his first NHL game, my husband 
and my son hopped on a plane the next day to go watch his 
first NHL game," Faulkner said.  

When the team comes to Chicago Slavin usually pops out to 
the house for dinner, and during COVID when contact wasn't 
possible, Faulkner dropped off one of Slavin's favorites, a 
Portillo's chocolate cake. Actually, multiple Portillo's 
chocolate cakes. 

"Here's the other thing we learned from Jaccob. He loves 
Portillo's cakes," Faulkner said. "We, to this day, have a 
scale in our kitchen because he was so determined to gain 
weight and he wanted us to put a scale in our kitchen and he 
would weigh himself all the time. So he fell in love with 
Portillo cakes, which is this amazing chocolate cake in 
Chicago. That was like our thing. So every time we would 
see him we would bring him a Portillo's cake. So when he 
came into Chicago last year to play and I couldn't see him 
because of all the COVID protocols, I went into Portillo's and 
I picked up like seven chocolate cakes (for Jaccob and his 
teammates)." 

The family room at the Slavin home boasts three televisions 
to keep up with Jaccob, Josiah and Jeremiah. 

Multiple television screens are also the order of the day at 
Jordan Slavin Smith's house not far from her parents' home. 

Jordan played Division I hockey at the University of North 
Dakota. She still recalls bringing her future husband, a 
novice as it relates to hockey, to family Christmas Eve skates 
and finding much to his chagrin more than a handful of 
aspiring NHL players in the mix. 

Any spare moment at home usually ended up with a call to 
shoot pucks, get on the trampoline, or play some backyard 
baseball. That love of competition - and of each other - didn't 
change when the siblings got older and left home. 

Jordan recalls video chatting with Jaccob after he moved 
away to play in the USHL in Chicago, and then to Colorado 
College, and how even those calls would be marked by 
some sort of competition like sit-ups or other physical feats 
even as they were chatting. 

"I think we all had a hard time leaving home," Jordan said. 

Jordan, a dean of students at a local high school, describes 
the Slavin clan as very supportive but also very competitive. 

"Our parents taught us to be humble, but we were allowed to 
brag about each other," she said with a laugh. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 21, 2022 

 

Jaccob, 27, was what the family called "the black horse": the 
one that had to work harder to get where he was going. 

"He always had to fight for what he got," Jordan said. "He 
was under the radar for everything." 

Even up to the moment Carolina took him with the 120th 
overall pick in the 2012 draft the family was, well, is this 
going to happen or not? 

"It was like, we know he's good and we know he can play but 
does anybody else know he can play?" Jordan said. 

Safe to say that question isn't being asked by many people 
around the game anymore. 

Both Josiah, 23, and Jaccob, played in the USHL with Josiah 
actually playing one year with the Steel, as well. He also 
spent two seasons at Colorado College before being drafted 
by Chicago with the 193rd pick in 2018. 

"When Jaccob was drafted it made it real for our family and it 
made it real for me, that it's doable," Josiah said. 

It's not just the hockey, part, of course, that Josiah has 
watched and learned from as Jaccob has made his way in 
the world. 

"Just kind of witnessing his career path, he's one of the 
biggest influences on my life. Just watching him do all the 
things he's done and to see that it's possible," Josiah said. 

Like Jaccob, faith isn't just a big part of his life, it's the 
biggest, as is illustrated when Josiah takes a moment to pray 
at the end of each game at center ice. 

"It's the most important thing," he said. And watching how 
Jaccob has handled that part of his life has been crucial to 
Josiah. "He's one of the biggest influences and role models 
in my life. To see the way he lives his life has definitely 
influenced my life." 

And really, this is what it's all about for Jaccob and the Slavin 
family. Not the accolades and the contract and the growing 
notoriety around the hockey world as Slavin builds a resume 
as one of the top all-around defenders in the game, but 
about making the best of those gifts, those opportunities. 

"That's really what it's all about, using his platform for the 
glory of God," Wendi said. "It's amazing to watch him be able 
to do that." 

"I think we all grew up with strong values and beliefs," Jordan 
added. "Wherever you're at, love people and you don't stray 
from your morals and values." 

And Jaccob embodies that. 

"My first thought is that he's living the life I've really wanted 
to live, shining a light for Christ with his platform," Jordan 
said. 

He has such a strong identity, his sister added, "it allows him 
to live freely and do the things he knows he can do." 

It's difficult to believe that 500 games have come and gone 
for Jaccob Slavin. 

Maybe it's just a reflection of how hard and unyielding the 
world is on so many levels that it seems uncommon for a 

young man to be so comfortable in his own skin, in his own 
beliefs. 

Jaccob doesn't view it that way. 

"It was just always treat everybody with respect and love 
everybody," Jaccob said. "So it was easy to go in and be 
myself in those environments." 

Whether that was as a teenager in Chicago living away from 
home for the first time or going to Colorado College where he 
played two seasons of Division I hockey or in Raleigh where 
he's now played more than 500 NHL games for the 
Hurricanes. 

Katie Sack has been with the Chicago Steel since 2003 
when she started as an intern, and the memory of Slavin, not 
as a player necessarily but as an impressive young man 
always ready to answer the call in the community, remains 
vivid for her. 

"He was probably one of the most memorable players we've 
ever had come through the organization," Sack said. "He's 
just one of those people who gets it." 

For young players, heck anyone for that matter, it can be 
intimidating to engage with strangers. Whether in a crowd or 
one-on-one in a hospital visiting sick kids, at a school or a 
library, or interacting with special needs fans. Often Jaccob 
would see a teammate struggling in this environment and 
step in and smooth out the rough edges. 

He took the appearances seriously, "and that's so hard to 
find at that age," Sack said. "He's just so selfless. Honestly, 
he's just one of those people that I will forever remember." 

"I wasn't uncomfortable in any of those situations," Jaccob 
said. "It was just stuff we had to do. It was being a part of the 
community." 

That attitude and willingness to commit time to good causes 
has continued through to today, where the Slavins are 
among the few Hurricanes families to remain in Raleigh for 
most of the off-season so they can continue to engage in 
various programs and charitable endeavors. Many are 
connected to their church, and others are connected to the 
team. 

"It's a big thing to be a part of your community and to let 
people see you're just a guy that happens to play hockey for 
a living," Jaccob said. 

"It's definitely something that we love being a part of," 
Jaccob added. "We know God has given us a lot of 
resources and it's important that we use them to help people 
or organizations out." 

Sometimes there's folks who are a little star-struck when 
they first meet him, "but that's more on the rare side," Jaccob 
said. 

Usually, the conversation becomes so natural that soon it's 
just two people talking and one of them happens to a top-
flight NHL player. 

Jaccob notes that their favorite Jersey Mike's sub shop 
cashier happens to be a Rangers fan. "When we go in, all 
she can talk about is the Rangers," he said with a laugh. "It's 
great to be able to have some fun with it." 
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Longtime Chicago Steel head coach Scott McConnell is a 
Colorado guy and knew of Jaccob through the local AAA 
program in Colorado. The fact of the matter is that the Steel 
were in a rebuilding phase and one of the scouts suggested 
they take a look at this Slavin kid even though he wasn't 
even playing at the U16 level. 

"We were miserable," McConnell recalled. "We needed 
bodies." 

At the time if a player played in 10 games in the USHL the 
team could protect him, so Jaccob ended up playing 17 
games during the 2010-11 season from straight from the 
local U15 program in Colorado. 

"He came up, started playing and he didn't look out of place 
at all," McConnell said. 

The next two seasons Jaccob was part of the Steel lineup. 

"He spent two years and every day of the two years you 
laughed because he got that much better every single day," 
McConnell said. Scouts started circling around and the 
coach kept telling them that when it came time for the draft, 
Jaccob was going to go sooner than they thought because 
someone is going to realize his potential. 

"He was gangly (at first). He was a little bit Bambi-ish at 
times," McConnell recalled. "But he never made the wrong 
play, he was always in position. He didn't look like your 
prototypical shutdown defenseman. But he played almost 
like a (Nicklas) Lidstrom. It was just crazy how he was 
always in the right position." 

McConnell watches now and is surprised by nothing that is 
being accomplished at the NHL. "He's doing the same thing 
he was doing in the USHL at the highest level possible," he 
said. 

"He's surprising everyone, but also surprising no one that 
knows Jaccob." 

As always, the hockey is only a part of this story. 

"He never wanted to shy away from who he is," McConnell 
said. "He's very confident in that. And it's refreshing to have 
someone that's really so faith-driven and is non-judgmental 
and really is just a good human being." 

"He was very much an old soul," the coach added. 

"Find me someone to say something negative about Jaccob 
and that person will be a liar," McConnell said. "He just 
makes everyone around him better. On and off the ice." 

"He's a natural leader," McConnell said. "Taking over an 
organization that was having some troubles. It's not easy to 
change the identity or the culture. And having someone be a 
part of the team and be relentlessly positive about the ability 
to turn things around no matter what the circumstances was 
something that, that's what comes to my mind." 

The last person to whom you should go to for assessing 
Jaccob Slavin's game is, well, Slavin. 

He is, of course, proud of how his defensive game has 
evolved and he would like to take strides to expand his 
offensive game. "but not at the cost of losing any ability 
defensively," Jaccob said. 

Carolina GM Don Waddell finds himself equally effusive 
when it comes to discussing the player Jaccob has become 
and the person he is away from the rink. 

"I've never seen this guy panic. His mindset is so far ahead 
of so many other players. He knows what he's doing with 
that puck, he knows how he's going to move that puck before 
he gets to it," Waddell said. 

"He's got a great stick. Knocks pucks out of the air," that is 
reminiscent of another defenseman folks might have heard 
of, Hall of Famer and longtime Detroit Red Wing great 
Lidstrom. "Is he going to make mistakes? Absolutely. We all 
do. But you know game in and game out what you're getting 
from him." 

"He's not going to be the yeller and screamer that some guys 
are," Waddell added. "But every day in practice he wants to 
be the best player in practice. Every day. He takes no days 
off from that end." 

As for the other stuff? Let's just say Waddell is never 
surprised when he finds out about another cause Jaccob and 
Kylie are supporting or time they are giving to help those less 
fortunate whether it's connected to the Hurricanes or not. 

"Very proud of him," Waddell said. "I think how he carries 
himself away from the rink. He couldn't represent himself and 
the Carolina Hurricanes any better." 
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Super 16: Panthers vault Avalanche for top spot 

By Dan Rosen  

The Florida Panthers are the new No. 1 in the weekly Super 
16 power rankings 

The Panthers, winners of 11 straight games, have overtaken 
the Colorado Avalanche for the top spot. The Avalanche 
were No. 1 for 12 consecutive weeks. 

Colorado is No. 2 this week. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and New York Rangers each 
jumped one spot to Nos. 4 and 5, respectively. The Calgary 
Flames dropped two spots to No. 6. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each.  

The team that is selected first is given 16 points, second gets 
15, third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets 
one point. 

Here is the Super 16: 

1. FLORIDA PANTHERS (55-15-6) 

Total points: 219 

Last week: No. 2 

The Panthers have won 11 straight games, including five on 
the road, outscoring opponents 56-29. It's their longest win 
streak of the season and second longest in their history 
behind a 12-game winning streak in 2015-16 (Dec. 15-Jan. 
10). Florida can match that when they host the Detroit Red 
Wings on Thursday.  

2. COLORADO AVALANCHE (55-16-6) 

Total points: 215 

Last week: No. 1 

The Avalanche had a nine-game winning streak end in a 3-2 
loss to the Washington Capitals on Monday. It was their 
second winning streak of nine or more games this season 
(10; Jan. 14-30), the first time they've done that in their 
history. They have had five winning streaks of at least five 
games this season, also a first in team history. Colorado has 
clinched first place in the Central Division and the top seed in 
the Western Conference. 

3. CAROLINA HURRICANES (49-20-8) 

Total points: 176 

Last week: No. 3 

Frederik Andersen has a lower-body injury, which is a "big 
concern" coach Rod Brind'Amour said Wednesday. The 
goalie will be re-evaluated next week. The Hurricanes are 4-
5-0 in April and their power play is 2-for-31 (6.5 percent) in 
12 games since March 28. 

4. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (51-20-6) 

Total points: 173 

Last week: No. 5 

The Maple Leafs have won four straight games since a 5-2 
loss to the Buffalo Sabres on April 12. They've won the past 
two without center Auston Matthews (undisclosed injury), 
who leads the NHL with 58 goals this season. Toronto is 11-
1-1 since March 27. 

5. NEW YORK RANGERS (50-21-6) 

Total points: 167 

Last week: No. 6 

The Rangers have not allowed a goal in 180:06, with three 
straight shutout wins against the Philadelphia Flyers (4-0), 
Detroit Red Wings (4-0) and Winnipeg Jets (3-0). It's their 
first time with three straight shutout wins in a season since 
Feb. 4-10, 1973. They are 6-1-0 in their past seven games 
and have reached 50 wins for the fifth time in their history, 
first since 2014-15, when they set a team record with 53. 

6. CALGARY FLAMES (47-20-10) 

Total points: 165 

Last week: No. 4 

The Flames are 7-1-1 since April 4, allowing two or fewer 
goals in seven of the nine games. Forwards Matthew 
Tkachuk (39 goals), Elias Lindholm (39 goals) and Johnny 
Gaudreau (38) are trying to become the first set of three 
teammates to each score 40 or more goals in a season with 
the Flames since Gary Roberts (41), Theo Fleury (40) and 
Robert Reichel (40) did it in 1993-94. 

7. ST. LOUIS BLUES (46-20-11) 

Total points: 132 

Last week: No. 9 

The Blues matched a team record point streak of 13 games 
in a 3-2 overtime loss to the Boston Bruins on Tuesday. They 
are 11-0-2 since March 28. The loss to Boston ended a nine-
game winning streak. They have scored a power-play goal in 
five straight games and 10 of 13 in the point streak. 
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8. MINNESOTA WILD (48-21-7) 

Total points: 130 

Last week: No. 8 

The Wild are 5-0-2 in their past seven games and 14-1-3 in 
18 games since March 16. Rookie forward Matt Boldy has 
eight points (three goals, five assists) in a six-game point 
streak. He has 35 points (15 goals, 20 assists) in 41 games 
since making his NHL debut on Jan. 6. Minnesota went 23-5-
4 against teams from the Eastern Conference this season. 

9. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING (46-22-8) 

Total points: 120 

Last week: No. 7 

Forward Ross Colton has scored eight of his 19 goals in 12 
games since March 27, tied for a team high in that stretch 
with forward Nikita Kucherov. The Lightning had won three of 
four before losing 4-3 to the Detroit Red Wings on Tuesday. 
They're 9-10-2 since March 8. 

10. BOSTON BRUINS (47-24-5) 

Total points: 96 

Last week: No. 10 

The Bruins have won their past five games decided in 
overtime since March 15 and nine of 12 this season. They 
are 0-for-27 on the power play in eight games since April 4. 

11. WASHINGTON CAPITALS (43-23-11) 

Total points: 81 

Last week: No. 12 

The Capitals have won six of their past eight games (6-1-1), 
including defeating the Avalanche, Bruins, Lightning and 
Pittsburgh Penguins. Alex Ovechkin has 18 goals in his past 
22 games and reached 50 goals in a season for the ninth 
time, tying Mike Bossy and Wayne Gretzky for the most in 
NHL history. He is also the first player 36 years or older to 
score 50 in a season. 

12. PITTSBURGH PENGUINS (43-23-11) 

Total points: 72 

Last week: No. 11 

Tristan Jarry is out week to week with a lower-body injury. 
The goalie was injured in a 6-3 win against the New York 
Islanders on April 14. Jarry is 34-18-6 with a 2.42 goals-
against average and .919 save percentage this season. The 
Penguins are 1-for-20 on the power play with two 
shorthanded goals against in eight games since April 2. 

13. EDMONTON OILERS (45-26-6) 

Total points: 67 

Last week: No. 13 

Mike Smith made 34 saves in a 5-2 win against the Dallas 
Stars after he posted consecutive shutout wins against the 
Nashville Predators (4-0, 30 saves) and Vegas Golden 
Knights (4-0, 39 saves). Smith has won seven straight starts 

with a 1.57 GAA and .954 save percentage. Edmonton is 15-
3-2 since March 9. 

14. NASHVILLE PREDATORS (44-28-5) 

Total points: 43 

Last week: No. 14 

Matt Duchene became the first 40-goal scorer in Predators 
history in a 3-2 shootout win against the Flames on Tuesday. 
Filip Forsberg also ended an eight-game goal drought by 
scoring his 39th of the season against Calgary. Nashville is 
3-3-1 in its past seven games. The Predators next four 
games are against the Lightning, Wild, Flames and 
Avalanche. 

15. DALLAS STARS (43-29-5) 

Total points: 26 

Last week: No. 15 

The Stars are 4-3-2 at home since March 12. They end the 
regular season with four straight home games against the 
Seattle Kraken, Vegas Golden Knights, Arizona Coyotes and 
Anaheim Ducks. The Kraken, Coyotes and Ducks have been 
eliminated from playoff contention.  

16. LOS ANGELES KINGS (41-27-10) 

Total points: 16 

Last week: NR 

The Kings have won their past two games and three of four 
to stay in third in the Pacific Division. They have five games 
remaining, all against teams that have been eliminated from 
playoff contention (Anaheim, Chicago Blackhawks, Anaheim, 
Seattle, Vancouver Canucks). Los Angeles has won four 
straight games against teams below them in the standings. 

Others receiving points: Vancouver Canucks 6 

Dropped out: Vegas Golden Knights (No. 16) 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Boston Bruins; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Pittsburgh Penguins; 
14. Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Tampa Bay Lightning; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. Toronto Maple Leafs; 8. Minnesota 
Wild; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Edmonton Oilers; 13. Washington Capitals; 14. 
Los Angeles Kings; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas Stars 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Calgary Flames; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
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Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Dallas Stars; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 6. 
New York Rangers; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Minnesota Wild; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

TOM GULITTI  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Vancouver 
Canucks 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. Tampa Bay Lightning; 5. Calgary Flames; 6. 
Toronto Maple Leafs; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. New York 
Rangers; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Pittsburgh Penguins; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los 
Angeles Kings 

ROBERT LAFLAMME  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. 
Washington Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. 
Edmonton Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 
16. Los Angeles Kings 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. New York 
Rangers; 4. Toronto Maple Leafs; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 6. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Boston Bruins; 8. Calgary Flames; 
9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Nashville Predators; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Washington Capitals; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los Angeles 
Kings 

TRACEY MYERS  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. Carolina Hurricanes; 5. New York Rangers; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 
14. Los Angeles Kings; 15. Nashville Predators; 16. Dallas 
Stars 

SHAWN P. ROARKE  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. New York Rangers; 6. 
Minnesota Wild; 7. Carolina Hurricanes; 8. Toronto Maple 
Leafs; 9. Edmonton Oilers; 10. Washington Capitals; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Nashville 
Predators; 14. Dallas Stars; 15. Pittsburgh Penguins; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

DAN ROSEN  

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Calgary 
Flames; 4. St. Louis Blues; 5. New York Rangers; 6. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 7. Minnesota Wild; 8. Carolina Hurricanes; 9. 
Washington Capitals; 10. Edmonton Oilers; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Tampa Bay Lightning; 13. Nashville Predators; 
14. Vancouver Canucks; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Pittsburgh 
Penguins 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Carolina 
Hurricanes; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Toronto Maple Leafs; 
6. Calgary Flames; 7. St. Louis Blues; 8. Tampa Bay 
Lightning; 9. Washington Capitals; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. 
Boston Bruins; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton 
Oilers; 14. Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. 
Vancouver Canucks 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Florida Panthers; 2. Colorado Avalanche; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. Minnesota Wild; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. St. Louis Blues; 9. 
Tampa Bay Lightning; 10. Boston Bruins; 11. Washington 
Capitals; 12. Pittsburgh Penguins; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Dallas Stars; 16. Los Angeles Kings 

MIKE ZEISBERGER  

1. Colorado Avalanche; 2. Florida Panthers; 3. Toronto 
Maple Leafs; 4. New York Rangers; 5. Carolina Hurricanes; 
6. Tampa Bay Lightning; 7. Calgary Flames; 8. Pittsburgh 
Penguins; 9. St. Louis Blues; 10. Minnesota Wild; 11. Boston 
Bruins; 12. Washington Capitals; 13. Edmonton Oilers; 14. 
Nashville Predators; 15. Los Angeles Kings; 16. Dallas Stars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Underrated players debated by NHL.com writers 
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The stars have come out to shine in the 2021-22 NHL 
season, as expected. But they have been joined by a cast of 
underappreciated players to make this season one of the 
most memorable in recent memory. 

Who exactly are the most underrated players in the NHL 
right now? We asked 10 NHL.com writers for their picks and 
got some interesting responses. 

Here are the selections, in alphabetical order. 

Rasmus Andersson, Calgary Flames 

The 25-year-old defenseman has excelled with an increasing 
workload, a key development for the Flames especially after 
the Seattle Kraken selected captain Mark Giordano in the 
2021 NHL Expansion Draft. Andersson has proven versatile 
and resilient while leading Calgary with an average ice time 
of 22:39 per game, the highest of his NHL career. He's also 
scored an NHL career-high 46 points (four goals, 42 assists) 
and is plus-28 in 77 games. -- Tim Campbell, staff writer 

Kyle Connor, Winnipeg Jets 

The forward has scored an NHL career-high 43 goals this 
season, tied with Kirill Kaprizov for fifth in the NHL behind 
Auston Matthews (58), Leon Draisaitl (54), Chris Kreider (50) 
and Alex Ovechkin (48). It should be no surprise. Since the 
start of 2017-18, his first full season in the NHL, the 25-year-
old is sixth in goals (172) behind Ovechkin (220), Matthews 
(217), Draisaitl (203), Connor McDavid (191) and David 
Pastrnak (179). -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

Anthony Duclair, Florida Panthers 

The forward has found a fit with the Panthers after struggling 
to gain momentum with five other teams in his first six NHL 
seasons (New York Rangers, Arizona Coyotes, Chicago 
Blackhawks, Columbus Blue Jackets, Ottawa Senators). The 
26-year-old has NHL career highs in goals (31), points (55), 
power-play goals (nine) and game-winning goals (five) in 68 
games. He's been a mainstay on a line with center 
Aleksander Barkov and left wing Carter Verhaeghe because 
of his speed and ability with the puck. Duclair has scored an 
NHL career-high 22 even-strength goals and figures to be a 
key part of the lineup in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. -- Mike G. 
Morreale, staff writer 

Darcy Kuemper, Colorado Avalanche 

There were questions leading up to the 2022 NHL Trade 
Deadline on March 21 about the Avalanche's goaltending 
and if they needed an upgrade from Kuemper to win the 
Stanley Cup. Even now when the Avalanche and the Stanley 
Cup come up in conversation, it's always a question of, 
"Yeah, but about their goaltending?" The 31-year-old should 
have silenced his critics by now. Among goalies who have 
played at least 30 games, he's tied for third in wins (36) with 
Igor Shesterkin, third in save percentage (.924), seventh in 
goals-against average (2.43) and tied for third in shutouts 
(five). Since Jan. 1, Kuemper is tied for second in wins (23), 
second in save percentage (.933) and third in GAA (2.23), 
and his five shutouts are fourth in the NHL. No more 
questions. -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 

Elias Lindholm, Calgary Flames 

Who has scored the most goals for the Flames since 2018-
19? The popular answers would be Johnny Gaudreau and 
Matthew Tkachuk, the two faces of the franchise. Nope. No 
Flames player has scored more in that span than Lindholm 
(114), two more than Tkachuk and three ahead of Gaudreau. 
As the center on the top line, Lindholm has scored an NHL 
career-best 39 goals while helping Gaudreau (108 points; 38 
goals, 70 assists,) and Tkachuk (99 points; 39 goals, 60 
assists) each set NHL career highs in goals, assists and 
points. The 27-year-old has quietly proven to be the straw 
that stirs the drink for the Flames. -- Mike Zeisberger, staff 
writer 

Josh Norris, Ottawa Senators 

The 22-year-old center has scored 33 goals in 61 games this 
season and should double his output (17) from last season. 
Yet few outside Canada's capital talk about him as one of the 
elite young goal scorers in the NHL. This season, Norris has 
more goals than Brad Marchand, Sidney Crosby and 
Jonathan Huberdeau. Not bad company to keep. Norris, who 
has 50 goals in 120 NHL games, is the fourth-leading goal-
scorer from a deep 2017 NHL Draft, trailing Elias Pettersson 
(94), Nico Hischier (77) and Jason Robertson (53). Again, 
not a shabby neighborhood at all. -- Shawn P. Roarke, senior 
director of editorial 

Sam Reinhart, Florida Panthers 

The first names that usually jump to mind when you're 
thinking about Florida's high-octane offense are Huberdeau 
and Barkov. Reinhart should be there, too. The 26-year-old 
forward has been a strong net-front presence, is third on the 
Panthers with 76 points (28 goals, 48 assists) behind 
Huberdeau (111) and Barkov (85), leads them with 13 
power-play goals and is second with 28 power-play points 
behind Huberdeau (34). He's fit in just fine. -- Tracey Myers, 
staff writer 

Jason Robertson, Dallas Stars 

Hard to argue that a team's leading goal-scorer is 
underrated, but Robertson is often overlooked in the national 
conversation about the rising stars in the NHL. The 22-year-
old left wing has been a major force for the Stars in their 
chase for a playoff berth. He has scored 36 goals, is second 
with 70 points behind Joe Pavelski (75) and is their leader 
with 10 game-winning goals. The runner-up to Kirill Kaprizov 
for the Calder Trophy voted as the NHL rookie of the year 
last season, Robertson is poised to become the sixth player 
in Dallas/Minnesota North Stars history to score at least 37 
goals at age 22 or younger. He would join Dino Ciccarelli (55 
in 1981-82), Steve Payne (42 in 1979-80) Brian Bellows (41 
in 1983-84), Neal Broten (38 in 1981-82) and Tyler Seguin 
(37 in 2013-14). -- William Douglas, staff writer 

Jaccob Slavin, Carolina Hurricanes 

Slavin continues to get overlooked among the best 
defensemen in the NHL despite being a cornerstone piece of 
one of the best defensive teams in the NHL. Carolina is tied 
for first with the New York Rangers in allowing 2.44 goals per 
game and the 27-year-old has been an integral part of that 
while setting NHL career-highs with 40 points and 37 assists 
in 75 games. The Hurricanes are second in 5-on-5 shot 
attempts differential at plus-823. Slavin is first on Carolina 
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and tied with Cale Makar of the Avalanche for seventh 
among defensemen with a plus-303 differential. He's first on 
the Hurricanes with an average of 23:28 in ice time per game 
and leads the NHL averaging 3:15 in shorthanded ice per 
game while playing on the top-ranked penalty kill (88.2 
percent). -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

Robert Thomas, St. Louis Blues 

On a team with scoring as evenly distributed as the Blues, 
who have seven players with at least 22 goals, it's a bit 
harder to stand out, especially if you're not one of those 

seven players. Thomas has even though he has not gotten 
enough credit. The 22-year-old has scored 74 points (19 
goals, 55 assists), second on the Blues to Vladimir 
Tarasenko, (78 points; 33 goals, 45 assists), and his 18:47 of 
ice time per game is second among St. Louis forwards 
behind Ryan O'Reilly (19:10). Thomas is showing 
improvement defensively and on face-offs in his fourth full 
NHL season. The center is making a clear name for himself, 
which could become more noticeable with some success in 
the playoffs. -- Amalie Benjamin, staff writer 

 

 

 

 

 

Andersen out at least one week for Hurricanes with lower-body injury 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

Frederik Andersen will be out at least one week for the 
Carolina Hurricanes because of a lower-body injury. 

"It's a big concern," coach Rod Brind'Amour said after 
practice Wednesday. "Goaltending is the most important part 
of the deal, so we're definitely concerned." 

Andersen sustained the injury during the third period of a 7-4 
loss to the Colorado Avalanche on Saturday while extending 
his left leg to make a save. 

"Give me a week and we can reassess," Brind'Amour said. 
"We've got to give it time to see where it's at." 

Andersen is tied for sixth among NHL goalies in wins (35-14-
3), is second in goals-against average (2.17) behind Igor 
Shesterkin of the New York Rangers (2.05) and is tied for 
sixth in save percentage (.922) among goalie to play at least 
10 games. He also has four shutouts. 

Antti Raanta made 23 saves for the Hurricanes in a 5-3 win 
against the Arizona Coyotes on Monday. Pyotr Kochetkov 
was recalled from Chicago of the American Hockey League 
on an emergency basis Sunday and was the backup goalie. 
He has yet to make his NHL debut. 

Raanta is 13-5-4 with a 2.46 GAA, .912 save percentage and 
two shutouts in 25 games (23 starts). 

The Hurricanes (49-20-8) are tied with the Rangers for first in 
the Metropolitan Division. 

"We're still playing for something," Brind'Amour said. "I think 
we're going to go day to day on how we approach [the 
goaltending]. You don't want to get rusty and you want to 
stay in rhythm." 

Jordan Staal, who did not play against the Coyotes because 
of an upper-body injury, is expected to return on Thursday 
when the Hurricanes host the Winnipeg Jets. The forward 
was injured after scoring two goals against Colorado on 
Saturday. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, a forward who played two games after 
missing eight with a lower-body injury, will miss his second 
straight game. 

"I don't think it's anything serious, but it's related to the injury 
he had before," Brind'Amour said. "He's not 100 percent. No 
reason to put (him) in." 
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Metropolitan Division Weekly Roundup: Penultimate Edition  

By Zeke Lukow  

1. Carolina Hurricanes: 106 Points (49-20-8) 

Coming off a game that saw multiple Hurricanes pick up 
injuries, a game against the Arizona Coyotes was just what 
the doctor ordered for the Carolina Hurricanes. The game 
saw Max Domi finally break through for his first goal with the 
Canes which was also his 100th career goal to join his dad, 
Tie Domi, in the century club. Vincent Trocheck also found 
the back of the net in the game, which means he is the fourth 
player to hit the 20-goal mark this season. He joins 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, and Nino Niederreiter 
who have already hit that mark this season. 

This helps snuff out the story that the Canes do not have 
secondary scoring. While the Canes are led by Aho and 
Svechnikov who both have 30+ goals this season, they are 
not overly reliant on 2-3 players to score goals. Canes fans 
are quick to get nervous over scoring, but these stats show 
there is a balanced offensive attack.  

The Canes did receive good news on starting goaltender 
Frederick Andersen who had a negative MRI on Monday but 
the team won’t know if they are in the clear until later in the 
week. Ideally, Andersen would have a couple of games to 
get back up to NHL speed before going right into the 
playoffs, but a little rest before a hopefully deep run could be 
a great thing. The Canes have recalled rookie Pytor 
Kochetkov in his absence.  

2. New York Rangers: 106 Points (50-21-6) 

Now that the Rangers are tied with the Canes it looks like an 
ever-increasing probability that Tuesday’s game against the 
Carolina Hurricanes will be for the division championship. 
The Metro division this year has been insane with all four 
playoff teams well over 100 points. If the Rangers go just 3-2 
over their last five games they would set a franchise record 
for points and could very well finish second in the division. It 
just goes to show just how good the division has been this 
season. 

The Rangers have now shut-outs in their last three games 
beating their opponents by a score of 11-0 since last 
Wednesday. Their last loss came against the Hurricanes last 
week. The Rangers have not faltered from their position all 
season. They are still led by goaltender Igor Shesterkin, who 
will win the Vezina and should win the Hart. On offense, 
Chris Kreider has broken the 50-goal plateau for the first time 
in his career. To put this into perspective, when Auston 
Matthews did this last month for the Maple Leafs, it was the 
first time in 30 years a Leaf had attained this level. Kreider is 
just the fourth Ranger to hit this mark.  

3. Pittsburgh Penguins: 97 Points (43-23-11) 

Last Thursday in a game against the New York Islanders, 
starting goaltender, Tristan Jarry, fractured his foot. He is 
now listed as week-to-week and is likely to miss the first 
round of the playoffs. The injury forced the Pittsburgh 
Penguins to call up goaltender Louis Domingue from the 
AHL and forced Casey DeSmith to start games going down 
the stretch. If DeSmith does play in the first round it will be 
the first time he has played in any post-season since 2017 
when he started in the AHL playoffs. He has not played in 
any NHL playoff games.  

This doesn’t inspire hope for a team that has struggled the 
past few seasons in the postseason with a record of 3-11 in 
their last three seasons. The Pens are not exactly sprinting 
through the finish line of the season with a 3-6-1 record in 
their last 10 games. The only positive, DeSmith will have 
four-five more games to get up to NHL speed for the 
playoffs. The Penguins will not have any flexibility in the first 
round and will have to hope he is up to the task. 

4. Washington Capitals: 96 Points (43-23-10) 

The Washington Capitals have a legitimate shot to get out of 
the second wild-card position if they are able to beat the 
Vegas Golden Knights tonight. Heading into the game the 
Caps are just one point behind the Pittsburgh Penguins with 
a game in hand. That means if they win tonight they are clear 
of the Penguins and would control their own destiny. This is 
crucial because the Metro team in the wild-card spot will 
have to face the top team in the East, the Florida Panthers. 

The Caps are coming down the stretch hot, winning six of 
their last seven, and could be the frisky team that no one 
wants to see in the playoffs. This is also after they won nine 
of their 13 games in March. In their 21 games over the last 
two months, they have scored under three goals just four 
times. Over this span, their 4.00 goals for per game are the 
most in the Metro and rank fourth in the league. The next 
closest team in the division is the Pittsburgh Penguins at 
3.41 goals for per game. 

5. New York Islanders: 80 Points (35-31-10) 

Over the last week, the New York Islanders finally faced the 
music as they were eliminated from playoff contention. Since 
December they were the only team that could have caught 
the Washington Capitals, though the chances were slim. The 
Islanders' season of frustrations has seen players boil over. 
Most recently, Matthew Barzal was fined for unsportsmanlike 
conduct for actions in their game against the Toronto Maple 
Leafs. 

Last week the Islanders lost legend Mike Bossy who passed 
away from lung cancer. Bossy only played in 10 seasons in 
the NHL but his impact in those 10 years was immense. He 
scored 50 or more goals in nine of those seasons, in his final 
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season he had 38 goals. He also won four straight Stanley 
Cups, was a seven-time NHL All-Star and won the Lady 
Byng Trophy three times. He is also known for scoring 50 
goals in 50 games in 1981 and was the first player to do it in 
36 years. He ended up retiring due to back and knee issues, 
but his legacy was already cemented. The Isles honored 
Bossy in their first home game back last night.  

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: 76 Points (35-36-6)  

The Blue Jackets were without Patrik Laine and lost top 
defenseman Zach Werenski minutes into their game against 
the Anaheim Ducks. They didn’t fare well without their top 
forward and defenseman and lost by a score of 6-4 with 
back-up Jean-Francois Berube in net. This highlighted the 
biggest issue for Columbus this season, goaltending. Over 
the season they have let up 3.68 goals per game, the fourth 
most of any team. However, it is important to understand this 
shouldn’t all fall on the goalies' shoulders, the team also has 
a bottom 10 Corsi at just 47.3%.  

Winger Jakub Voracek earned his 50th assist this past 
weekend. He is only the third player in franchise history to hit 
that mark. Only Artemi Panarin and Ray Whitney previously 
reached the 50 assist plateau. With 50 assists one would 
think that Voracek, but he only has five goals this season to 
bring his total to 55 total points. His playmaking has greatly 
helped the team and more specifically Laine. So far he has 
only played in 11 more games than he did last season but 
has more than doubled his goal total from 12 to 26 goals.  

7. New Jersey Devils: 61 Points (27-42-7) 

Anything that could go wrong for the Devils' goaltending has 
gone wrong with the Devils goaltending. The Devils knew 
they had some decisions to make in net and opted in favor of 
Jonathan Bernier and Mackenzie Blackwood. There was an 
early wrench in the plan as Blackwood delayed his 
vaccination which kept him away from the team and was 

replaced by Scott Wedgewood. The Devils have then gone 
on to have the worst even-strength save percentage at just 
.896. They have also used seven different goaltenders with 
Nico Dawes starting the most games with 23. 

They have also used Blackwood (22), Jon Gillies (13), 
Bernier (8), Akira Schmid (4), Andrew Hammond (3), and 
Wedgewood (2). Meanwhile, since being waived he has split 
time with the Arizona Coyotes and Dallas Stars and 
combined for a 13-12-4 record with a .913 save percentage. 
The Devils aren’t getting fantastic goaltending, but it also 
appears they’re not creating their own luck when it comes to 
goaltending if someone like Wedgewood goes to the worst 
team in the league and increases his save percentage from 
.880 to .911. 

8. Philadelphia Flyers: 57 Points (23-43-11) 

One of the biggest talking points around the Philadelphia 
Flyers over the last few seasons is their unwillingness to 
commit to a rebuild. Well, it looks like ownership does have 
their finger on the pulse of their fans. This season the Flyers 
have had their lowest attendance rates since the 1972-73 
season at just 84.3%. They are now averaging 4,000 less 
than they had just two seasons ago. It does make sense that 
fans wouldn’t choose to watch a team that has now lost 40 
games in regulation for just the second time in franchise 
history, but the quick abandonment of the team has been 
surprising.  

There is hope for the Flyers as they are working to re-tool on 
the fly. Prospect Noah Cates has now been playing with the 
Flyers for two weeks and has five points in 10 games played. 
On Sunday he recorded his first multi-point NHL game with a 
goal and an against the Buffalo Sabres. Cates is making a 
good impression with management and is really making a 
case to start the 2022-2023 season with the NHL squad.  
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Canes provide clarity on starting goalie for playoffs after Frederik 
Andersen injury 

 

Chip Alexander 

 

Antti Raanta has done all that has been asked of him in his first season 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Signed as a free agent, he was brought in to give the Canes’ goaltending 
a more veteran look and has done that. He was asked to be the backup 
for goalie Frederik Andersen and has done that while staying sharp and 
staying positive in his approach. 

No one knew he would also become “Father Finn” and something of a 
mentor to the younger Finnish players on the team, but Raanta has been 
that, too. 

Now may come the biggest ask of all: Who will be the Canes’ starter 
when the Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 

Andersen’s lower-body injury Saturday in the loss at Colorado sent a jolt 
through everyone on the team and those who follow it. Many Canes fans 
likely feared the worst when Andersen, a Vezina Trophy candidate this 
season as the league’s best goalie, had to be helped off the ice late in 
the third period. 

A few games away from the start of the playoffs and now this? 

The reaction of Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was simple and direct: 
Raanta was his starter Monday against Arizona and likely will be the 
starter until a timetable for Andersen’s return can be set. It’s Raanta’s 
net. 

“Obviously, it’s a big concern,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday of 
Andersen’s status. “Goaltending is the most important part of the deal, so 
it’s definitely a concern. We have to give it time to see where he’s at.” 

Andersen, who underwent an MRI, has not been skating but has been 
able to do some off-ice work. There’s a sense he could be ready when 
the playoffs begin the first week of May but that remains to be seen. 

Raanta said he will try not to take a “big-picture” approach to what’s in 
front of him for now. 

“It’s pretty much one day at a time and it has been like that pretty much 
the whole year for me,” Raanta said Monday. “One shot at a time.” 

Raanta, 32, put in his 23rd start of the season against the Coyotes and 
allowed three goals — all in the second period — on 26 shots. That was 
good enough against the NHL’s worst team as he ran his record to 13-5-
4, with a 2.46 goals-against average and .912 save percentage. 

“He’s done a helluva job for us,” Canes goalie coach Paul Schonfelder 
said Wednesday. “He’s played some big games for us. He beat 
Colorado, beat St. Louis. It’s not like he’s just getting the bottom teams.” 

“I think there was a really good stretch of games in March,” Raanta said 
Monday before the Coyotes game. “The last few games there has been 
too (many) goals that go in where you go, ‘Oh man, I should have done 
something different.’ 

“I think there has been too much thinking going into the games and not 
playing with your instincts. Just try to get to the groove again and get that 
rhythm going. Make those saves you have to make and if you have to 
make some bigger ones, you try your best to make those. Just being 
more sharper in the net and bring that confidence.” 

Raanta and Andersen each played eight games in March, Raanta going 
4-1-3 (including a 36-save shutout of Colorado) and Andersen 4-3-1. 
Andersen had started six of the eight games in April before the injury 
Saturday. 

Raanta got the job done Monday. He made some nice stops on Arizona’s 
four unsuccessful power plays, and also had one of those moments 
midway through the second period that can make or break a goalie. 

Raanta went behind the net to stop the puck, leaving it for defenseman 
Ethan Bear. When Bear tried to pass it up the ice, the puck hit Raanta 
and bounced out to the Coyotes’ Travis Boyd, who was looking at an 
open net, but Raanta made a quick push back to his right for a sliding 
save. 

“He’s such a beauty,” Canes forward Max Domi said after the game. 
“He’s such a good goalie, too.” 

The Canes (49-20-8), seeking to win the Metropolitan Division, have five 
games left in the regular season. It will be interesting to see how 
Brind’Amour splits those games between Raanta and rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov, recalled Sunday from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL. 

“I think every goalie wants to play,” Raanta said. “When you get a few 
games in a row, it builds your confidence and you start playing more with 
your instincts and play as the game comes to you. Especially when you 
have that game where you’re not super happy about what you do. The 
next game you might start to overthink things. 

“Now it’s just one day at a time and building that confidence and playing 
how I want to play.” 
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3 Hurricanes Players Who Need to Produce in the 2022 Playoffs 

 

by Justin Bott 

As the NHL playoffs creep closer to the horizon, the Carolina Hurricanes 
are looking to make a push for the Stanley Cup. However, many 
questions need to be answered since they have a lot of doubters heading 
into May. Some Hurricanes players will need to produce at a high level in 
the postseason if the Hurricanes want to be successful. Here are three 
players who must play to the best of their abilities to ensure a deep 
playoff run. 
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Teuvo Teravainen 

Teravainen has been one of the top performers on the team since he 
came over from the Chicago Blackhawks in 2016. Since he was traded, 
he has the second-most goals, the most assists, and points on the team. 
The young Finnish forward has been fantastic in the regular season, but 
when it comes to the playoffs, there could be some improvements. In 34 
postseason games, Teravainen, with his $5.4 million cap hit, has 12 
goals and 21 points for a .617 points-per-game (P/G) average. 

For comparison, other wingers on similar contracts have produced better 
numbers in the playoffs: 

TJ Oshie ($5.75M) – 41 games, 13 goals, 30 points, (.731 P/G) 

Jordan Eberle ($5.5M) – 49 games, 13 goals, 34 points, (.694 P/G) 

Josh Bailey ($5M) – 41 games, 8 goals, 33 points (.805 P/G) 

While 21 points in 34 playoff games isn’t horrible, fans may want more 
from the man who is worth almost $5.5 million of the HUrricanes’ payroll. 
Sebastian Aho (35 points in 34 playoff games) and Andrei Svechnikov 
(20 points in 26 playoff games) have both recorded points consistently, 
which would lead one to believe that Teravainen would have better 
numbers. A Teravainen breakout in the playoffs is just what this team 
needs to make a deep run. 

Vincent Trocheck 

Vincent Trocheck is another great regular-season performer who hasn’t 
quite found his stride in the playoffs. He’s been a solid center for the 
Hurricanes since he was traded from the Florida Panthers in 2020. 
Through 131 games in Carolina, he has 38 goals and 93 points. Those 
are respectable numbers, but his stats take a huge dip in the playoffs. In 
his postseason career, the Pittsburgh native has just two goals and six 
points in 19 games. His numbers don’t translate well compared to the 
reputation he’s made for himself in the regular season. 

Last season, Trocheck finished second on the team in points (43) and 
third in goals (17), so his lackluster scoring prowess in the postseason 
has raised some eyebrows. Martin Necas, Brett Pesce, and Brock 
McGinn all outscored the veteran in 2020-21, while Aho, the points 
leader that postseason, scored four more times with eight more points for 
Carolina. With Trocheck hitting his stride at the right time, the Canes 
could be a force to be reckoned with from late April until June. 

Frederik Andersen 

Unlike the other two, Andersen has a history of playoff success. In seven 
seasons of postseason starts, the Danish netminder has a 27-23 record 
with a .916 save percentage (SV%), 2.55 goals-against average (GAA), 
and three shutouts. Those numbers are respectable, but in his last two 
playoff stints, he has a .928 SV% and 2.35 GAA. To put it bluntly, 
Andersen has been elite in the playoffs recently, and that’s why the 
Hurricanes signed him to a two-year, $9 million contract back in July. 

Now begs the question: Why is Andersen on this list if he’s been so 
good? 

The reason is simple: uncertainty. The 6-foot-4 goaltender recently 
sustained an injury in a loss to the Colorado Avalanche. Though his MRI 
came back negative, head coach Rod Brind’Amour said on April 18 that 
he’ll be re-evaluated in a week. With only two regular-season games 
remaining since then, the Hurricanes will have to hope that he’s 100 
percent for the playoffs. If not, then the team will either have to rely on 
Antti Raanta, who has just five games of playoff experience with an 0-1 
record, .846 SV%, and 3.59 GAA, or they’ll roll with an injured Andersen. 
Neither option is ideal, but if it were up to the Hurricanes, they’d likely 
choose Andersen at 80 percent than Raanta at 100 percent. 

If Andersen starts in Game 1, there’s no guarantee that he will be at his 
best. Recovering from an injury is never easy, and there’s no way to 
know if he’ll be the same Vezina-caliber goaltender that he’s been all 
season with a lower-body injury. That being said, teams typically live and 

die by their goalie, which is why Andersen is likely to play his heart out 
for every minute that he’s in net. 
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Jets playoff hopes die with Vegas win over Washington 

 

Mike McIntyre3-3 minutes 4/21/2022 

 

The Winnipeg Jets have been officially eliminated from qualifying for the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The Winnipeg Jets have been officially eliminated from qualifying for the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

A Vegas Golden Knights overtime victory over the Washington Capitals 
on Wednesday night makes it impossible for Winnipeg to be one of the 
eight Western Conference teams still standing. 

That’s because the Dallas Stars (10 points ahead of Winnipeg) and 
Vegas Golden Knights (eight points ahead of Winnipeg) play head-to-
head next week. Someone is guaranteed to get two points. 

And there is no longer any scenario that would allow Winnipeg, with just 
five games left in the regular-season, to finish ahead of both teams, 
which they would need to do. 

Seven other teams — Colorado, Minnesota, St. Louis and Nashville from 
the Central Division, and Calgary, Edmonton and Los Angeles from the 
Pacific Division — are already beyond reach for Winnipeg. 

That leaves the Jets playing for nothing more than pride at this point in 
the season. They play their final road game on Thursday night in 
Carolina, then come home for the final four starting Sunday against 
Colorado. 
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Life on the road has not been kind to Jets 

 

Mike McIntyre6-7 minutes 4/20/2022 

 

The Winnipeg Jets have saved one of the best for last. And as they limp 
into Raleigh, N.C., to close out the road portion of their 2021-22 schedule 
against a legitimate Stanley Cup contender Thursday night, they’ll be 
looking to salvage something from what has been a miserable season of 
hockey away from home, sweet home. 

The Winnipeg Jets have saved one of the best for last. And as they limp 
into Raleigh, N.C., to close out the road portion of their 2021-22 schedule 
against a legitimate Stanley Cup contender Thursday night, they’ll be 
looking to salvage something from what has been a miserable season of 
hockey away from home, sweet home. 

With only 16 victories in 40 games, you have to go all the way back to the 
inaugural Jets 2.0 campaign of 2011-12 to find a worse winning 
percentage in enemy territory (14 in 41 games that year). And that, 
among with a long list of other reasons, is why Winnipeg will be on the 
outside looking in when the playoffs start in early May. 

The Jets started with a whimper, not a bang, in losing back-to-back 
outings in Anaheim and San Jose last October, then blowing a late lead 
and falling in overtime to Minnesota before the puck dropped for the first 
time at Canada Life Centre. And they are finishing in similarly frustrating 
fashion, posting three consecutive defeats in regulation on a four-game 
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trip that ends at PNC Arena against the Carolina Hurricanes (the 
Metropolitan Division leaders at 49-20-8). 

They’ve been outscored 16-5 by Florida, Tampa and the New York 
Rangers during this current slump, and have now given up 26 more goals 
than they’ve scored this season while playing in foreign barns. By 
comparison, the Jets have won 19 of 37 starts in downtown Winnipeg, 
with a plus-13 goal differential. 

Interim head coach Dave Lowry’s crew will get a chance to improve on 
those numbers when its plays the final four games of the season in its 
own backyard. Colorado, the No. 1 team in the NHL, stops by on 
Sunday, with visits from Philadelphia, Calgary and Seattle to follow. And 
while the outcomes won’t mean much in the standings (save for potential 
first-round draft positioning), the Jets will want to at least give fans some 
reason for optimism heading into a longer-than-expected offseason. 

“We still have five more games left and we’re going to try and get as 
many wins as we can,” said backup goalie Eric Comrie, who stopped 31 
shots in a losing effort against the Rangers. 

Lowry liked his club’s compete level in Tuesday’s 3-0 loss on Broadway, 
believing it’s a sign his group remains motivated despite the current 
circumstances which included back-to-back blowouts last weekend. 

“You look at the way that we played, I don’t have to convince these guys. 
These guys understand how we need to play to be successful,” said 
Lowry, who has led Winnipeg to a 22-21-6 record after Paul Maurice 
resigned in mid-December following a 13-10-5 start. 

Some players don’t seem to share the same optimism, with Pierre-Luc 
Dubois just the latest to sound off in post-game comments about the 
level of frustration that has taken over. Kyle Connor, Paul Stastny and 
Nikolaj Ehlers have also joined the chorus over the past few days. 

Winnipeg had an optional practice Wednesday in Raleigh but did not hold 
a media availability. 

The Jets were without No. 1 netminder Connor Hellebuyck (illness) and 
top centre Mark Scheifele (injury) in the latest outing. Scheifele will 
remain out of the lineup against the Hurricanes, as he’s currently back in 
Winnipeg dealing with a shoulder issue sustained 11 days ago against 
Ottawa. 

Whether he might see action during the final homestand remains to be 
seen. 

“For me, it’s too early to give you a final answer on that,” Lowry said 
Tuesday night. “I know that he was going to not be available on this trip. 
When we get home, we’ll see where he’s at and what kind of progress 
he’s made.” 
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Artemi Panarin's playoff heartbreak would make leading a Rangers' run 
special 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 20/04/2022 

 

Artemi Panarin has been to the playoffs four times, twice each with the 
Blackhawks and Blue Jackets, while recording a quite respectable, if not 
awe-inspiring, 26 points (nine goals, 17 assists) in 27 contests. 

 “Three times we [were eliminated] in the first round and it would be nice 
if we go a little longer—and not a little,” Panarin said in an amiable back-
and-forth without using an interpreter following Tuesday’s practice. “For 
me, I just try to play like I play every time. 

 “One hundred percent of my power and my emotion and everything go 
into hockey and bring that to the rink. That’s all I can do.” 

The stakes, of course, won’t be as high, but Panarin should get a pretty 
good indication of what the playoffs will be like for him when he and the 
Blueshirts face the Islanders at UBS Arena on Thursday. 

The Islanders may be out of the tournament, but there is no team in the 
league that plays more of a playoff style and there is no team in the 
league to whom it is more important to beat the Rangers. 

Time and space are quite often figments of the imagination in these 
battles of New York. 

“Players can play closer to me in the playoffs but that happens every 
year in the regular season, too,” said Panarin, who has been kept off the 
sheet in three games against the Islanders. “When I came to Chicago, 
nobody followed me on the ice so I had lots of space but the next year, 
people were closer and then in Columbus, people were closer and then 
in New York, more so. 

“You have to switch your game every year, think of something new, 
watch the highlights of other guys to see how they play and maybe 
there’s something you can see. You have to change your game every 
time.” 

The left winger said he has adjusted his game as the season has 
evolved. Panarin was piling up points regardless, but his game has 
soared since just before the March 21 trade deadline, with 29 points 
(seven goals, 22 assists) in the last 19 games dating back to March 12. 

This is the electrifying athlete who lit up Broadway during his first season 
here in 2019-20. This is the player who lifts fans out of their seats. This is 
the player whose 70 assists is two off the franchise record for forwards 
that is shared by two of the most glittering names in the book. That would 
be Mark Messier (1991-92) and Wayne Gretzky (1996-97). 

“What happened this year I just skated in my space on the left side all the 
time and guys stayed with me. I didn’t have the puck much, which I hate,” 
said the unabashedly candid winger, who basically circled the globe with 
the puck on his stick before setting up Adam Fox for Tuesday’s 2-0 goal 
against Winnipeg. “I just had to change something. 

“I think I have to be everywhere. It’s harder for players who play against 
us. I think I have to be more close to the puck. I know that, but it’s hard to 
switch something when things are going right and the team is doing well 
and then you think, ‘That’s OK, if it’s working why do I [have to change] 
and I just make a good pass. 

“But I’m a player who likes to play looking-good hockey. It’s good for the 
fans and it’s good for me. That’s energy and that’s why we’re here, not 
for the money, right?” 

The addition of Andrew Copp to the bread-and-butter duo of Panarin and 
Ryan Strome has solidified the unit that had run through 10 different right 
wingers since Jesper Fast fled to Carolina as a free agent following 
2019-20. The Panarin-Strome-Copp unit has been intact for 10 games, 
and when Strome was sidelined for four contests, Cobb played the 
middle with Panarin on his left. The combo has been on the ice for seven 
goals for and two goals against. 

“For sure [it helps]. If you play every game with one partner you can 
understand each other better,” Panarin said. “And especially with Copp, 
You can see his level, he reads the game very well and I think we have 
good chemistry now. We’re really happy to have him on our line. 

“He can do everything. He has skill. He can play in the D-zone. He can 
pass…which I like it.” 

The Rangers have won three in a row, all shutouts. They are tied for first 
place with Carolina with five games remaining that includes next 
Tuesday’s Garden showdown with the ‘Canes. If the Blueshirts run the 
table, they are guaranteed to take the Metro Division title. 

That would represent a feather in the organization’s collective cap, but 
the focus remains on preparation for the playoffs. To that end, Panarin 
was asked whether he might take a night off before the season ends. 
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 “I don’t think about that,” he said. “I am a wolf.” 
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Ilya Sorokin's surprise workload forcing Islanders goaltending quandary 

 

Ethan Sears 

4-5 minutes 20/04/2022 

 

Following the Islanders’ overtime loss to the Panthers on Tuesday night, 
yet another game in which Ilya Sorokin kept the team afloat with his play 
in net, coach Barry Trotz was asked whether he sees the goaltender 
getting stronger after starting five straight games. 

Though the defense has struggled over that period, often putting Sorokin 
in a tough position, he has turned aside 181 of 195 shots — a 92.8 save 
percentage that’s a tenth of a percentage higher than his season-long 
mark. 

“I don’t see him getting stronger at all,” Trotz said. “I see him being the 
same. Good. Very good, actually.” 

Following the first of those five games, a 5-4 shootout win over the 
Penguins in which Sorokin recorded 43 saves, Zach Parise compared 
him to Martin Brodeur and Trotz compared him to Pekka Rinne. 
Following the third, a 3-0 win over Montreal in which Sorokin saved 44 of 
44, Mathew Barzal said he deserves consideration for the Vezina Trophy. 

The question all year about Sorokin, who has alternated starts with 
Semyon Varlamov when both have been healthy, has not been related to 
talent, but workload. This recent stretch, when Varlamov has missed time 
with a stomach bug, isn’t the only one in which Trotz has been forced to 
play Sorokin for an extended period. Varlamov was out at the beginning 
of the season with an injury and was stranded in Calgary with COVID-19 
in February. But this is the period during which the question has been 
answered most emphatically. 

“We’ve thrown a couple things at him, not on purpose,” Trotz said. “He’s 
dealt with it very, very well.” 

That is instructive for how the Islanders might handle the future. 

“I think there hasn’t been enough Vezina talk, even with the season 
we’ve had,” Barzal told reporters last week. “I think he’s very deserving of 
that.” 

Undoubtedly, the Vezina will go to the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin. Sorokin 
is second in the league in save percentage and goals saved above 
average, and fourth in goals against average. Shesterkin, though, leads 
all three categories. 

And though Shesterkin, after Tuesday, had started just one more game 
than Sorokin, the Rangers are devoting less than half the cap hit to their 
backup, Alexandar Georgiev, as the Islanders are to Varlamov. 

General manager Lou Lamoriello didn’t seem to have much interest in 
moving Varlamov at last month’s trade deadline, though he presumably 
could have drawn interest. However, if Sorokin is capable of starting well 
over 50 games and playing at his current level next season (he’s at 49 
this year with six games left), then it would become almost irresponsible 
to keep Varlamov on the payroll with a cap hit of $5 million. 

There’s value to having two good goaltenders to pick from, and Varlamov 
has been a major help to Sorokin as he has adjusted to playing in North 
America. But the Islanders will need to devote resources to their back 
end over the summer, and that money has to come from somewhere. 

Valeri Nichushkin #13 of the Colorado Avalanche moves the puck behind 
the net as Semyon Varlamov #40 of the New York Islanders defends 
during the second period.  

Noah Dobson is hitting restricted free agency and will likely command a 
major raise after establishing himself as a 40-point, 20-minute-per-game, 
top-four defensemen. A quick scan of defensemen who have produced 
similarly at this point in their careers under the current collective 
bargaining agreement pegs Dobson’s approximate value at $4.5 million 
or thereabouts. 

The right side for the Islanders will be set once they take care of that, 
with Ryan Pulock, Scott Mayfield and Dobson a formidable trio. On the 
left, though, the deals for Zdeno Chara, Andy Greene and Sebastian Aho 
all will expire, and the team could use an upgrade. 

Robin Salo could fit if the organization has belief in the 23-year-old, 
though he is also a restricted free agent this summer. But if you pencil 
Salo in for one of two open slots — Ryan Pulock being on the top pair — 
there’s still another to fill. At a certain point, doing so comes down to 
dollars and sense. 

Varlamov, even as he hits 34, will be an asset. If Sorokin is ready to take 
on a bigger workload, then Varlamov might be an asset not worth 
keeping. 
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Islanders honoring fallen heroes of the police and fire departments 

 

By Denis P. Gorman 

Special to Newsday 

Updated April 20, 2022 9:28 PM 

 

Jon Ledecky was equal parts eloquent, emotional and emphatic. 

Being a part of the Islanders' fifth Stanley Cup championship is extremely 
high on the co-owner’s to-do list. So, too, is helping oversee a franchise 
that has deep ties to its communities and those who are tasked with 
keeping it safe. 

“When [principle owner] Scott Malkin, [co-owner] Dewey Shay and I were 
able to purchase the team from Charles Wang, we knew that we were 
becoming part of a community trust, and that we’re stewards of that 
trust,” Ledecky said during a ceremony at the 102nd Precinct in 
Richmond Hill Wednesday afternoon in which he presented the families 
of  NYPD Sergeant Paul Tuozzolo and  NYPD Detective Brian Simonsen 
with memorabilia, and invited them to join him at UBS Arena for 
Thursday night’s game against the Rangers. 

Following the visit to the 102nd, Ledecky stopped at Firehouse 264, 328, 
and Ladder 1617 in Far Rockaway to give gifts to the family of FDNY 
firefighter Jesse Gerhard, as well as inviting them to the game, during 
which first responders and their families will be honored. 

Tuozzolo, Simonsen, and Gerhard all died in the line of duty. Tuozzolo, 
who was from Huntington, in November 2016, Simonsen, who was from 
Calverton/Riverhead, in February 2019, and Gerhard, who was from 
Long Beach, this past February. 

During Wednesday’s events, Tuozzolo was represented by his wife Lisa, 
and the couple’s two sons, Joey, 10, and Austin, 9, while Leanne 
Simonsen stood for her husband. Gerhard’s parents, brother, and sister-
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in-law were expected to be in attendance when Ledecky visited the 
firehouse. 

“It’s really exciting to be able to represent my husband and watch him be 
honored by our hometown team. It’s been quite the experience today that 
my boys and I have had, and we’ve really enjoyed it,” said Lisa Tuozzolo, 
who later added her sons “don’t even know how lucky they are and what 
an honor and experience they’re about to embark on. So I’m really 
excited for them and we’ll see how the night ends up and what a 
wonderful evening it’s going to be.” 

Ledecky concurred.   

“Every night is first responder’s night,” Ledecky said. “We recognize a 
military hero and and we talk about heroes in the community. ...Through 
the mechanism of having a sports team we’re trying to put a light on the 
real everyday working heroes who will make a difference in our lives. 
Being an owner of a sports team is an incredible honor and it’s an 
opportunity to do good in the community.” 
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What's left for the Islanders to play for this season? Ruining Rangers' 
first-place chase is a good start. 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 20, 2022 2:34 PM 

 

The Rangers are vying to finish first in the Metropolitan Division, but the 
Islanders went into Madison Square Garden twice in a little over the past 
month and came away with thrilling victories. 

That was when the Islanders were still mathematically alive in the playoff 
race. 

Now, the Islanders will be playing their second game since being 
eliminated from contention when they face the Rangers on Thursday 
night at UBS Arena for the final time this season. But as is so often the 
case in this heated New York rivalry, the standings won’t matter to either 
team. 

“I mean, it’s a turf war,” Islanders center Jean-Gabriel Pageau said. 
“That’s what we call it. We want to beat them. It’s always fun to play 
them. They have a good team. It’s a good challenge for us to measure 
ourselves. We’ve played some good games in Madison Square Garden 
and that will be our plan for Thursday for sure.” 

The Islanders, who did not practice on Wednesday, competed hard 
against the Eastern Conference-leading Panthers before dropping a 3-2 
overtime decision on Tuesday night for their second straight loss. 
Meanwhile, the Rangers beat the visiting Jets, 3-0, for their third straight 
shutout, and are tied with Carolina at 106 points for first place in the 
division. 

“It’s kind of fun,” Islanders center Mathew Barzal said. “They’re 
competing for a division banner. For us, we’d love to play spoiler in that a 
little bit. It’s not where we want to be, obviously. But we’ve got to get up 
for something and any time it’s Rangers-Islanders I think both sides are 
excited. We’ll be excited.” 

The Rangers won the season’s first meeting, 4-1, on Nov. 24 in the third 
game at the just-opened UBS Arena. The Islanders still had seven 
players in COVID-19 protocol for that loss, including captain Anders Lee, 

Josh Bailey and defensemen Adam Pelech, Zdeno Chara and Andy 
Greene. 

The Islanders won, 2-1, at the Garden on March 17 in perhaps the 
Islanders’ most exciting game of the season. Islanders goalie Ilya 
Sorokin stopped 29 shots — including splaying backward to rob Artemi 
Panarin with his paddle in the first period — to outduel his friend and 
former Russian national squad teammate Igor Shesterkin, who made 26 
saves. 

Semyon Varlamov made 27 saves in a 3-0 win on April 1 for his fourth 
straight shutout at the Garden. 

Sorokin has started five straight games but Varlamov was able to back 
him up on Tuesday after missing the previous two games with a stomach 
illness. 

So coach Barry Trotz will have an interesting decision to make on a 
starting goalie. 

Either way, both likely have more games in the future against the 
Rangers. 

But Thursday could mark Greene’s final chance to face the Rangers. The 
39-year-old Greene has not discussed his hockey future but this could 
very well be the last season for the impending unrestricted free agent, 
who also spent 14-plus seasons with the Devils. They, too, have a 
heated rivalry with their close neighbors. 

“That stuff is after-the-season stuff,” Greene said. “That’s down the road.” 
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As the first goaltender off the ice Tuesday morning, New York Islanders 
netminder Ilya Sorokin would not only make his fifth consecutive start 
when the pucked dropped later that evening at UBS Arena against the 
Florida Panthers, but it would be his 70th career start at the NHL level. 

Previously, New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz stated that an 
NHL netminder needed 100 starts under his belt to get a feel on their 
ability. 

But sometimes, 100 starts isn’t needed. 

“Well, for me, it’s just that the league’s not too big for him,” Trotz said 
Tuesday morning. “He’s able to elevate his game to elite status. And he’s 
gotten used to the different style of the National Hockey League and to 
me, not necessarily always the game it’s the other stuff. So away from 
the game. It’s living in a foreign country. It’s having friends and 
teammates and all that. 

“And to me, one of the best things is when he came to us in a bubble not 
able to play, but that, to me, that has just done as much to help his 
career as anything that you can do on the ice.” 

That elite game that Ilya Sorokin has showcased often was on display 
again on Tuesday night. He stopped 39 of 41 shots through regulation 
before he and the Islanders lost 3-2 in overtime to the elite Florida 
Panthers. 
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As always, Sorokin gave his team a chance. 

His biggest save of the night came during the second period on a shot by 
Panthers forward Carter Verhaeghe, keeping the Islanders up 1-0 at that 
point in the contest, despite the lopsided shot total. 

The Florida Panthers, who came into the contest with the sixth-best 
power-play percentage in the NHL (23.9%), were given five power-play 
opportunities. Despite scoring on one of them, Sorokin turned aside five 
of the six power-play shots that came his way. 

When New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz was asked after the 
loss if he’s seen Sorokin get better over the last little stretch here, Trotz 
was quick to say no. 

“No, I don’t see him getting stronger at all. I see him being the same. 
Good. Very good, actually,” Trotz said. 

Over the last five contests, Sorokin owns a 2.78 goals-against average 
with a .921 save percentage. But, if we break it down to his stats at five-
on-five, Sorokin owns a 2.21 GAA with a .946 SV%. 

He’s faced a total of 57 high-danger shots against over the last five 
games at even strength and has stopped 54 of them. And if we throw in 
all situations, he’s stopped 61 of 67 high-danger shots against. 

Through 71 appearances (70 starts) at the NHL level, Ilya Sorokin is 38-
22-11, with a 2.28 GAA, a .925 SV%, and 10 shutouts in 4,165 minutes. 

Thanks to our friends over at Natural Stat Trick, a quick click of some 
buttons lets us see where Ilya Sorokin stacks up against other 
netminders who, since the 2020-21 season, have played 4,080 minutes 
or more (about 68 starts). 

Ilya Sorokin’s 2.28 GAA and .925 SV% rank second behind New York 
Rangers netminder Igor Shesterkin. He’s third in Goals Saved Above 
Average (36.45), 2nd in High-Danger Save Percentage (.847), and 2nd in 
High-Danger Goals Saved Above Average (1.22). 

Sorokin’s 10 shutouts tie him for 2nd in the NHL since he’s broken into 
the league. 

Last Tuesday, Apr. 12,  after Sorokin and the Islanders defeated the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 5-4 in a shootout, the talk was about the netminder’s 
play. Although it may not have been his best of starts, he battled 
throughout the night, coming up large in key moments, especially in 
overtime and the shootout, in which he was perfect. 

That night Zach Parise, who’s played in the NHL for 17 years, was asked 
about who Sorokin reminds him of. The answer, none other than Hockey 
Hall of Famer and former teammate of Parise’s, Martin Brodeur. 

“Honestly, he reminds me a lot of Marty, with his competitiveness. And 
you know, Marty was like that where first shot, initial shot, rebound, like, 
he did not want you to score regardless in practice and Sorokin’s a lot 
like that.” 

When Trotz was asked the question about if there was a netminder that 
he could compare Sorokin to, he chose recently retired Pekka Rinne, 
who he coached during his time in Nashville. 

“Yeah, Pekka Rinne. Very similar. They’re extremely athletic,” Trotz said. 
“They feel that every game they can save every puck, every game they 
feel that they can win. Even when they have no chance to make a save, 
they still try to make that save, and they sometimes come up with those 
saves, and they put the weight of the team, they feel they could be a 
difference-maker every night. ” 

Being compared to two outstanding netminders this soon into an NHL 
career speaks volumes to how Ilya Sorokin is viewed by his teammates 
and coaches. 

Sorokin is one of the most talented goaltenders in the league and 
although this season was a lost one for the New York Islanders, Ilya 
Sorokin has undoubtedly been one of the bright spots. 

 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 04.21.2022 

1201733 New York Islanders 

 

Boychuk Visits UBS Arena, Missing More Than Just the Game - New 
York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 19 hours ago on April 20, 2022 

By Stefen Rosner 

4-6 minutes 20/04/2022 

 

Former NHL defenseman Johnny Boychuk spent seven seasons as a 
member of the New York Islanders before an eye injury ended his 
playing days in the National Hockey League back in 2021. Boychuk was 
a fan favorite during his time on Long Island, as he played an integral 
part in the franchise’s turnaround after he was acquired, along with Nick 
Leddy, in the summer of 2014. 

And although he could not play the game he loved at the NHL level, 
Johnny Boychuk remained with the team for the shortened 2021 season, 
joining his teammates for each practice and doing what he could to help 
head coach Barry Trotz and the rest of the coaching staff. 

Technically speaking, he was still a part of the team, just on long-term 
injured reserve. 

In a salary-cap move this past November, the New York Islanders traded 
Boychuk’s contract to the Buffalo Sabres for future consideration as the 
Sabres needed a contract to reach the salary cap floor ($60.2 million). 

Johnny Boychuk never made his way to Buffalo (why would he) as he 
remained in his hometown of Edmonton with his family. 

After more than a year away from the New York Islanders, Tuesday night 
marked his return to Long Island and his first time at UBS Arena. 

During the first intermission, Johnny Boychuk sat down with MSG 
Network’s Shannon Hogan to discuss his thoughts on the new arena and 
about what he’s missed since retiring from the game. 

“It was unbelievable,” Boychuk said.  “Just the drive up to this building, 
you know? I’ve seen pictures of it online, but when you’re driving up to it, 
you really appreciate the effort and all the work that’s been going along 
with this process, and you know, it’s a beautiful arena.” 

“I walked the concourse before the game started, before anybody came 
in, and you know everything about this building is amazing, truly 
amazing.” 

Shannon Hogan then joked about Johnny Boychuk coming in early 
because if he had tried to walk around while the fans were in the arena, 
he would not have been able to. During the interview, fans lined up as 
they waited to chat with Boychuk and get autographs, which again 
illustrated what he meant to the fans during his time with the 
organization. 

Boychuk left it all on the ice, each and every game, and that’s something 
that earned him support from the New York Islanders faithful. 

“As the conversation shifted from the arena to Boychuk’s playing days, 
he was asked what he missed the most about playing.  I think just being 
around the guys, you know, right after I was still part of the organization, 
and just being around them, being able to still be part of the team. And I 
just miss them, period.” 

Upon his decision to hang up the skates,  a few of his teammates had 
taken to social media, including New York Islanders captain Anders Lee 
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and Scott Mayfield. And their messages to Boychuk showed the impact 
Boychuk had on their career, not just as a mentor but also as a friend. 

Although playing the actual game was something Boychuk enjoyed, it 
was the little things that he misses the most. 

“You know, you played with them for seven years, and you know, that’s 
all you know. And like the little routines that you have warm-ups, the 
games, being on the ice battling blocking shots, for the most part,” 
Boychuk said.  And, you know, hearing the anthems before the game, 
giving the goalies a big hug at the end of the game, hearing the fans 
chant your name, you know, the 

list goes on.” 

“I came yesterday and seen all the guys, and you know, it’s just like I’ve 
never left, and it was just nice to just see their faces and make them 
smile.” 
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On the night the New York Islanders remembered the life and legacy of 
Mike Bossy, they fell 3-2 in overtime to the Florida Panthers. The 
Islanders are now 19-13-5 on home ice and 35-31-10 on the season. 
(NYI Hockey Now) 

On Friday, Apr. 16, the New York Islanders lost a legend. Four-time 
Stanley Cup champion and Hockey Hall of Famer Mike Bossy lost his 
battle with cancer at the age of 65 as the hockey world mourned the loss 
of the purest goal scorer the game has ever seen. The New York 
Islanders were back on Long Island Tuesday night for the first time since 
Mike Bossy’s passing, an emotional night at UBS Arena. (NYI Hockey 
Now) 

After being stateside for a few days now, New York Islanders top 
prospect Aatu Räty has been assigned to Bridgeport (AHL). He is eligible 
to play in the AHL postseason as he will be a nice addition to their roster. 
Read what New York Islanders head coach Barry Trotz had to say about 
Räty. (NYI Hockey Now) 

Penguins defenseman Nathan Beaulieu might have jumped the gun a bit 
Tuesday when he joined his new teammates for practice for the first time. 
Beaulieu, acquired from Winnipeg at the trade deadline for a conditional 
draft pick, first skated onto the ice at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex 
in a yellow jersey like many of his teammates. But before the session 
started in earnest, he switched to a white jersey to signify he is not yet 
cleared for contact. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

While the New York Islanders were eliminated from playoff contention 
earlier in the week, the Florida Panthers expected a chippy game in their 
first trip to UBS Arena. “They always play tough at home,” Patric 
Hornqvist said before the game.  “There is not going to be a lot of ice out 
there and it’s going to be a grind.” And Hornqvist was right as it took 
overtime for the Panthers to push their win streak to 11 straight games. 
(Florida Hockey Now) 

The Philadelphia Flyers showed Tuesday they could lose just as easily 
across the border as they can in the United States. After an encouraging 
start, they dropped a 5-2 decision in Toronto as their losing streak 
stretched to six games. (Philly Hockey Now) 

Charlie McAvoy scored 48 seconds into overtime and the Boston Bruins 
pulled within one point of the Tampa Bay Lightning for third place in the 
Atlantic Division with a 3-2 win over the St. Louis Blues. In the process, 
the Bruins snapped a nine-game win streak for the Blues. (Boston 
Hockey Now) 

The Montreal Canadiens put in a solid effort, but ultimately dropped their 
sixth straight game against the Minnesota Wild in a 2-0 loss. Here’s how 
it happened in the Post Game Poutine. (Montreal Hockey Now) 

The Vegas Golden Knights have two of their stars back in the lineup in 
Mark Stone and Max Pacioretty. But they haven’t been themselves. In a 
time when the Golden Knights are in desperate need of their star players 
performing, Stone and Pacioretty have not been there. In five games 
Pacioretty has a goal and an assist whereas Stone is still looking for his 
first point back in four games. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

Playoffs are just around the corner and it’s time for Colorado Hockey 
Now to check out the competition of who might be the first-round 
opponent.  First up, the Dallas Stars. Right now the Stars are in the 
second wild-card spot with 43-28-5 record, for a total of 91 points.  If the 
playoffs started Tuesday, it would be Avs-Stars in the first round. 
Nashville has the same record as Dallas, but are ranked in the first wild-
card spot because they have more regulation wins. (Colorado Hockey 
Now) 

The San Jose Sharks are back at home, hoping to snap a 10-game 
losing streak, against the Columbus Blue Jackets. Scott Reedy, Rudolfs 
Balcers, and Reedy again gave the Sharks a quick 3-0 lead — and the 
Sharks managed to pull out a 3-2 win. (San Jose Hockey Now) 

If the NHL playoffs started tomorrow, the Calgary Flames would face off 
against the Nashville Predators. Judging from Tuesday’s game in Music 
City U.S.A., such a series could prove to be a real humdinger. (Calgary 
Hockey Now) 

The Vancouver Canucks were in dire need of a regulation win over the 
lackluster Ottawa Senators on Tuesday night as they sat just outside a 
playoff spot. But a point was all they would get as they fell in a shootout 
as the Canucks are four points out of the final playoff spot in the West 
with five games remaining. The Dallas Stars, who hold the final spot, 
have a game in hand on Canucks. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 
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‘His game’s not dropping off’: How the Bruins’ Patrice Bergeron is setting 
a new Selke standard at age 36 

 

Fluto Shinzawa12-16 minutes 20/04/2022 

 

On April 16, Pittsburgh Penguins forward Jason Zucker started a rush at 
the Boston Bruins’ offensive blue line. Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron 
was 60 feet away, his heels practically touching the goal line. 

Pittsburgh’s Jeff Carter and Bryan Rust launched to initiate a three-on-
two rush against Boston defensemen Mike Reilly and Brandon Carlo. 
After accepting a pass from Zucker, Carter gained the offensive zone. 
Zucker, as the third forward, put his stick down for a return pass and a 
high-slot chance. 

The puck never arrived. Bergeron, who identified Zucker as his man, 
arrived and busted up the pass with a one-handed poke check. 
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It didn’t end there. 

Bergeron pursued the loose puck along the boards. With another one-
handed stick maneuver, he reached around Zucker to swat the puck to 
Carlo. The defenseman then began the other-way jailbreak by passing 
the puck to Bruins winger Brad Marchand. Reilly joined the rush. After 
receiving a pass from Marchand, Reilly snapped a high-quality shot from 
the top of the left circle that Casey DeSmith steered wide. 

Bergeron’s sequence does not appear in the NHL’s official play-by-play 
tabulation. The only proof of Bergeron’s backcheck is the shot it 
produced: “BOS ONGOAL – #6 REILLY, Wrist, Off. Zone, 36 ft.” 

Yet it was all of Bergeron’s greatest defensive hits distilled into a 15-
second sequence: an accurate read of the situation, 200-foot 
commitment, exquisite positioning, a full-stop battle, a defensive 
sequence that became an offensive chance. 

The Bruins had a day off after that playoff-clinching win. They reported 
back to their practice facility, Warrior Ice Arena, on Monday. They 
gathered in their theater-style conference room for their pre-practice 
video session. Bergeron’s play was one of the featured clips. 

“It was perfection,” said Bruins forward Curtis Lazar. “That’s why he’s the 
front-runner for the Selke each and every year. It’s not only that he gets 
his stick in the play there to break up a three-on-two. But it’s his next 
play, where it’s stick-on-puck. It leads to an odd-man rush going the other 
way. It’s such a simple thing that comes down to stick position. But a lot 
of guys lose that. 

“You have two hands on your stick or you’re unaware of the situation. But 
he knows what’s going on around him each and every time. He’s the 
perfect teacher down this stretch that we can learn a lot from. He leads 
by example. He’s a very vocal guy for us as well. But you just watch the 
compete level and the detail work he brings. We can all learn a lot from 
Bergy each and every day.” 

And in his 18th NHL season, somehow Bergeron has never been better. 

A defensive renaissance 

Even at 36 years old, Bergeron is excelling defensively. Through 75 
games this season, the Bruins were averaging 1.53 expected goals 
against per 60 minutes of five-on-five play with Bergeron on the ice, 
according to Natural Stat Trick — 0.27 better than any other forward in 
the league who has played at least 800 minutes. 

You name the category, Bergeron leads it: attempts allowed per 60 
(40.57), Corsi For percentage (65.45), shots against per 60 (23.31), shot 
share (67.38), scoring chances against per 60 (18.65), high-danger 
attempts against per 60 (5.97). In most cases, his lead is substantial. 

Bergeron, simply put, is the runaway leader to win his record-setting fifth 
Selke Trophy. He is currently tied with Bob Gainey for the most Selke 
wins, with four. 

But the really remarkable aspect of Bergeron’s 2021-22 defensive 
achievements is that they’ve been the best of his career. 

Consider several of his metrics from his Selke-winning seasons. The 
same ones from this season are better. 

xGA/60 CA/60 HDCA/60 

2021-22 

1.53 

40.57 

5.97 

2016-17 

1.75 

44.01 

7.81 

2014-15 

1.70 

47.03 

6.78 

2013-14 

1.66 

41.59 

7.66 

2011-12 

1.63 

46.68 

7.23 

In fact, Bergeron’s Corsi For percentage, shot share and high-danger 
attempts against per 60 are the highest numbers ever recorded by 
Natural Stat Trick among forwards with 800 minutes or more in a season. 

How is he doing it? Even those closest to him aren’t sure. 

I told Marchand that just about all of Bergeron’s defensive numbers were 
down this season. Bergeron’s long-time linemate wasn’t aware of it. 

“When you say down, it’s better?” Marchand asked. 

I said yes — significantly. 

“Really? OK,” Marchand said. “Obviously Bergy takes a tremendous 
amount of pride in his defensive game. His faceoffs, D-zone, his work 
below the goal line in-zone, making sure pucks get out. Not surprised to 
hear that.” 

Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron (Ed Mulholland / USA Today)jpg 

One of Marchand’s theories is that Bergeron’s quality of competition has 
waned this season. He could be correct. 

The Bruins have a more balanced offense this season because of their 
No. 2 line of Taylor Hall, Erik Haula and David Pastrnak (when healthy). 
Opposing coaches, who once considered it automatic to send their best 
players against Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak, may be thinking twice 
about deployment. 

“The thing that may be happening a little bit that could help him is the 
matchups now with Hall and Pasta, the way they’re going,” coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. “He might see different people.” 

Regardless of the reason, a spike should not be occurring this late in 
Bergeron’s career. By now, many of the critical qualities of a defensive-
minded forward should be waning, be they legs or hands or decision-
making. 

Not so with Bergeron. 

“He’s like fine wine. He gets better with age,” said Tampa Bay Lightning 
coach Jon Cooper. “He’s so smart. Even watching games, he just knows 
where everybody’s supposed to be on the ice. If some guys are out of 
position in the D-zone, he’ll point at them and say, ‘You’ve got to be 
here.’ 

“Just to watch the way he plays the game, from the faceoff circle to the 
offensive end, he competes really hard. He pulls the team into the fight. 
Marchand does that in a different way. But I just think he’s kind of the 
glue on that team.” 

Cooper, whose team sits just ahead of the Bruins in the Atlantic Division 
as the teams hit the home stretch, thought he could be Bergeron’s coach 
in the Olympics this year until the NHL pulled out of the Games. He’s 
gotten to know Bergeron over the years and would have relished that 
opportunity. 

“That’s one of the regrets I have — not being able to be behind the bench 
with some of these guys you’ve admired, the way they’ve played over the 
years,” Cooper said. “You have a chance to coach them, then you don’t. 
It doesn’t mean I enjoy losing to him. I want to beat him every time. But 
he’s one of the players, the past decade, if you’re a young player coming 
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up, you probably want to model your game after his in a two-way 
fashion.” 

That’s because nobody has mastered fundamentals to Bergeron’s 
degree. 

Always there 

Bergeron is not the fastest skater. He arrives at his spots deceptively 
quickly because he knows precisely where to go. Few players have their 
internal GPS systems calibrated so finely. 

“He’s the best,” said Hall. “He makes the game so easy. I’ve never seen 
a player that’s in the right spot all the time. Offensively, too. It’s incredible 
for somebody to be that dialed in in his own zone, then skate 150 feet 
and be in prime scoring areas that he is. It’s so much fun to play with 
him. It’s eye-opening, whenever I do play on a line with him, how easy 
the game does feel.” 

By now, Bergeron has roamed all 17,000 square feet of ice enough times 
that positioning comes naturally. That also means arriving in full. It is 
much harder to slip a puck past the 6-foot-1, 195-pound Bergeron 
instead of an outstretched stick. 

“He’s so good at always trying to get a limb in the way, whether it’s an 
arm or a leg or a skate,” said Marchand. “He’s very conscious of that. 
Where some guys do it, but not always on purpose, he knows where the 
lanes are, where guys’ options are. He’s trying to take them away with 
multiple parts, whether it’s his stick or leg or arm or whatever. He’s very, 
very good at it. It would be very frustrating to play against, that’s for 
sure.” 

In the Bruins’ system, centers are required to cover more territory than 
wings. In the defensive zone, for example, Bergeron has to mark both 
sides of the ice. He’s responsible for filling high lanes. 

If the puck advances deep into the Bruins’ end, Bergeron has to skate 
down low to support the defensemen. If a defenseman wins a puck 
battle, Bergeron is needed in the neighborhood as a low outlet. 

None of this is easy on the legs. 

“I’ve played other systems too where you’re almost playing zone 
coverage,” said Lazar, who has alternated between center and right 
wing. “There’s the puck on one half-wall, and it goes to the other one. 
You’re expected to go and close on that. You’ve got to get there as fast 
as you can. You do that a couple times, you’re sucking wind a little bit. 
But that’s what’s expected of us. You do it. You dig in and get the job 
done.” 

An insistence on proper positioning doesn’t just burn a lot of Bergeron’s 
matches. It takes points off his stat line. 

Because he is regularly the low forward in the defensive zone, he isn’t 
always part of the rush. Sometimes he goes to the bench while his 
wingmen fly up the ice. 

“If he wanted to go get 100 points, he could,” said Marchand. “Easily, if 
he wanted to start cheating and going for breakaways and cheat for two-
on-ones. But he’s always that first guy back in the D-zone. He does such 
a good job being that high guy in the neutral zone or the offensive zone, 
then getting back so hard. He’s not cheating and being the first guy in 
position when the puck turns over that he’s going to be gone on the 
offensive break. He definitely sacrifices a lot of points every year to be 
the top two-way guy in the league.” 

One reason Bergeron sometimes trails the offensive rush is his habit of 
slamming on the brakes to engage in the battle. This is harder than it 
sounds. 

Patrice Bergeron and Nicklas Backstrom (Geoff Burke / USA Today)jpg 

A center’s preference is to stay in motion. It’s much easier to close off a 
play along the wall, for example, if momentum is taking you in the right 
direction. It also provides more speed to go the other way. But a center 
with feet planted and stick positioned correctly is a much pricklier 
defensive presence than one executing a fly-by. 

“Every battle you have with forwards is coming back in your own end and 
stopping on pucks,” said Cassidy. “Stop, start. Once you’re stopped, if 
the play now has to go through you, when you’re circling away and 

anticipating, you turn your back to the play at times. That is one of the 
biggest battles, one of the most important parts of being a good 
defensive player, is stopping and starting. Facing the puck.” 

On April 8 against Tampa Bay, a puck dribbled off Bergeron’s stick in the 
offensive zone. Lightning defenseman Erik Cernak reeled it in. 

Another center’s tendency may have been to pursue the puck. Instead, 
Bergeron held his ground. 

By stopping, Bergeron placed himself perfectly along the wall and in the 
way of Cernak’s clearing attempt. The puck caromed off the boards, off 
Bergeron’s stick and into Marchand’s reach. Seconds later, Jake 
DeBrusk received Marchand’s pass and scored a net-front goal. 

“It’s not always going to be on the highlight reel every night, right? That’s 
what maybe some fans care about,” Marchand said of Bergeron’s 
positioning. “But teams — teams that are trying to win, managers, 
owners, presidents — guys look to Bergy. You ask a guy if he’s going to 
take a kid like (Trevor) Zegras with all the skill in the world, his Michigan 
plays and stuff like that, over Bergy? There’s not a coach in the league 
that’ll take that. It’s because he’s the type of player that wins you games 
and championships and playoff series. It’s the simple things, little details. 
It’s the way he is always doing the right thing.” 

The question becomes: Would someone like Bergeron step away while 
still at his peak? 

What’s next? 

Bergeron’s contract is expiring. He has said he will make a decision on 
2022-23 only after 2021-22 is in the books. 

It may be that Bergeron will be ready to move on to the next segment of 
his life. His play says otherwise. Nothing about Bergeron’s performance 
signals his time in the league is ending. 

“His game’s not dropping off. And it won’t,” said Marchand. “He takes 
such good care of himself. He has so much pride in how he plays and 
wanting to be the best that he brings it every night. I’m not surprised he’s 
having another great year, regardless of his age. That’ll be like that until 
the day he retires.” 

I asked Marchand if his center’s retirement, then, is not expected anytime 
soon. 

“I hope not, right? I hope not,” said Marchand. “That’s all ultimately up to 
him, with whatever he wants to do, whenever he calls it. It’s incredible the 
way he continues to be such a dominant player in the league.” 
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Examining the ‘heavy hockey’ trend and whether it’s the only path to a 
Stanley Cup 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn17-21 minutes 20/04/2022 

 

Playoff hockey is not for the faint of heart. It’s home to “big boy hockey” 
where games become more intense, more heated, and more physical. 
Every inch is contested, leaving less space for skill to shine through. It’s 
a grueling ordeal where only the toughest and fittest survive. Playoff 
hockey is not for the meek.  

Every trade deadline features a similar shopping list as a result: get 
bigger and get tougher to play against — even if it doesn’t actually mean 
“get better.” In order to win the toughest trophy to win in all of sports, you 
have to be tough enough to earn it. The old adage goes that certain 
teams don’t have what it takes — that they’re too soft to win it all in such 
a physically demanding environment. They’re too easy to push around. 
It’s a label that gets put on certain players, too. 

Is it true? 
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It’s 2018-19, Johnny Gaudreau and the Flames are on top of the hockey 
world. Gaudreau had just put up the best season of his career, posting 
99 points to lead the Flames to a best-in-the-West record of 50-25-7. 
Five years after bursting onto the scene, Gaudreau had become one of 
the league’s most valuable players. 

It was that same year that Mitch Marner ascended into the league’s 
upper echelon. The Maple Leafs are a team on the rise toward becoming 
a league power and Marner has become a crucial part of that. He earned 
94 points, a career-high aided by 68 assists, the fourth-highest total in 
the league. 

Things were looking up in both Calgary and Toronto. The Flames looked 
like a conference contender while the Leafs looked like they might finally 
have enough to take down Boston and win a round. Maybe more. For 
both players, size didn’t matter. Skill did. 

But the optimism that the regular season brought quickly turned into 
disappointment. The Leafs lost to Boston in seven games, as they do, 
and the Flames were unceremoniously ousted in five by the Avalanche.  

So what happened?  

No playoff loss can ever be placed on a single player, but it’s hard not to 
notice two, smaller-statured 90-point wingers struggle to produce when 
the playing environment changed. The games got tougher and the two 
most dynamic players for the Flames and Leafs wilted — especially at 
even strength. In five games against Colorado, Gaudreau had just a 
single point at five-on-five, a secondary assist. In seven games against 
Boston, Marner wasn’t any better with just one goal at five-on-five. Based 
on their scoring rates that year, Gaudreau should’ve had three-or-four 
points (plus some power-play production), while Marner should’ve had 
five. Just one is well below expectations and it’s why both players were 
outshot and out-scored at five-on-five for their respective series.  

If you’re looking for a reason either team struggled, it’s best to start there. 
More was expected out of both Gaudreau and Marner, but neither was 
able to rise to the occasion when it mattered most. The question is 
whether that was just random variation at play, or each player’s inability 
to thrive in a more physically-contested environment. That the two aren’t 
that far off in both size or style doesn’t feel like a coincidence.  

Statistically speaking, five-to-seven games is not a lot to go off of. What 
we saw from Gaudreau and Marner that year may have just been a small 
stretch of bad luck with unfortunate consequences. But what’s 
concerning is how consistent it’s been throughout their playoff careers. 
Marner has had one strong playoff series, in 2017-18 where he mostly 
played on a sheltered third line, but aside from that, it’s been a 
staggering amount of no-shows. 

There may not be much to write home about after five-to-seven games, 
but 30 games should be enough to at least raise some eyebrows. In the 
seasons where they’ve made the playoffs, Gaudreau has scored 2.14 
points-per-60 at five-on-five while Marner has scored 2.46 points-per-60 
at five-on-five. In the playoffs, they’re at 0.55 and 1.31 respectively. For 
both players, that drop-off is unacceptable. 

The big thing is that, even aside from points, both players are not only 
struggling to generate offence, they’re struggling to create it up to their 
usual standards. By expected goals, Calgary’s offence generation with 
Gaudreau on the ice drops by 23 percent in the playoffs while Toronto’s 
drops by 13 percent. More worrying is that the drop is far bigger by actual 
goals. Gaudreau and Marner have a pretty strong history of out-scoring 
expectations due to their playmaking ability — but that seems to vanish 
come playoff time where the drop-off in on-ice goals scored is 
substantial. Gaudreau’s goal rate drops 57 percent while Marner’s drops 
by 46 percent.  

That explains why the point production is so low, but not how. For both 
Gaudreau and Marner, time and space are essential commodities in how 
they create offence, two things that are much less abundant in a playoff 
atmosphere. The best players find ways to create time and space, but in 
the playoffs that becomes a lot more challenging and it’s possible that 
challenge becomes especially daunting for smaller, finesse players.  

Gaudreau and Marner both fit the profile. Are they outliers or are they 
part of a larger trend? 

It’s very difficult to say what’s real and what isn’t when it comes to playoff 
data — after all, we’re dealing with tiny sample sizes here. It is absolutely 
possible that Gaudreau and Marner just got unlucky a few times. But it’s 
also possible that this is a real phenomenon, highlighted by two high-
profile offensive superstars who have struggled to show the same oomph 
come playoff time. It’s something worth measuring. 

Going all the way back to the 2010 playoffs, I looked at a few things.  

First, how valuable the player was expected to be going into the playoffs 
and how valuable he actually was in the playoffs that year, according to 
GSVA. The idea is to see whether a certain subset of players struggle to 
match their projected value come playoff time based on certain attributes. 

That’s where the second step comes in: Assessing which players fit the 
prototypical mold of ‘heavy hockey’ and which don’t. That was 
determined by size (specifically a player’s weight) and physicality which 
was a weighted combination of how often a player hits and how often a 
player got hit (using road data only to limit the effects of rink bias). The 
idea there is that more passive players will not only hit less, they’ll also 
avoid contact more. A greater emphasis was placed on actual hits, but 
hits taken were also a part of the equation too. In the playoffs, avoiding 
contact is a lot harder. 

That gave us two variables to measure each player, putting them all on a 
scale from heavy hockey to, err, not heavy hockey — something I called 
Heavy Score. The ‘heaviest’ players were naturally guys like Matt Martin 
and Ryan Reaves. The other side featured stars like Gaudreau and 
Marner, along with Artemi Panarin, Patrick Kane and Martin St. Louis. It 
was time to put the theory to the test. 

I separated the database into 20 nearly-equal groups of players and then 
within each group I measured how many wins they were collectively 
projected to earn in the playoffs, how many they actually did, and what 
the average difference was.  

As it turns out, there may be some truth to the theories about being too 
small and soft for the playoffs. Because the playoffs are harder for 
everyone with a stiffer benchmark of team quality, it’s to be expected that 
a majority of players wouldn’t live up to their value and that’s exactly the 
case here. On average, players from the fifth percentile to the 100th 
percentile were 0.48 wins worse than expected come playoff time. The 
other five percent? They were 0.85 wins worse — 0.22 wins worse than 
the next worst group. 

That could all be noise, especially when it seems essentially random for 
95 percent of the population. But considering these results mirror what 
many old-school types have suggested for a long time, it’s definitely 
worthy of discussion. Over the last 12 years, there does seem to be at 
least some signal that the smallest and least physical players wilt to a 
larger degree during the postseason compared to their peers. “Too soft 
for the playoffs” may not be an archaic take after all. 

And that effect only grows when looking at more recent seasons, where 
the idea of ‘needing to be heavier’ has grown louder and louder. 

While the Kings earned two Stanley Cups in 2012 and 2014, those titles 
were sandwiched by wins from skilled teams like Chicago, Pittsburgh, 
Detroit, and yes even Boston. Since the last Penguins win though things 
have changed. The Cup has been handed to two heavy teams in 
Washington and St. Louis followed by back-to-back wins by Tampa Bay 
— a team that was much heavier than given credit for.  

We’ve entered a new era where heavy hockey has been king and looking 
at only those seasons becomes even more eye-opening. Over the last 
four years, the average player from the fifth percentile up has seen their 
value drop by 0.43 wins instead of 0.48. The other five percent featuring 
the smallest and least physical players: minus-1.06 wins, over twice as 
bad as the rest of the league and 0.31 more than the next worst subset. 

Playoff hockey is getting heavier by the year and the smallest players 
have struggled to keep up. This isn’t just about Gaudreau and Marner, 
there are plenty of other players who have struggled to replicate their 
regular-season value in the playoffs.  

Nikolaj Ehlers has shown consistent struggles in his playoff career so far, 
as has Kyle Connor. Tomas Tatar qualifies and was infamously 
scratched for much of Montreal’s postseason run last year. Mats 
Zuccarello hasn’t been able to live up to his value, and though Claude 
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Giroux was a playoff ace to start his career, his last few trips have been 
very unproductive. There are also some smaller-statured defenders too 
— like Ryan Ellis, Shayne Gostisbehere, Matt Grzelcyk and TJ Brodie — 
who usually control play well in the regular season, but don’t find the 
same degree of success in the playoffs. The most notable of all might be 
Jared Spurgeon who has one of the highest expected goals percentages 
among defenders over the last four seasons at 57 percent, but sees that 
drop to 41.5 percent in the playoffs — with an even worse 23.8 percent 
goal rate. 

It’s a small part of the hockey-playing population but for some teams a 
very crucial one. For two teams like Calgary and Toronto with legitimate 
Cup aspirations this year, it’s a deeply concerning finding given the 
importance of Gaudreau and Marner.  

But just because that’s the way it has been recently doesn’t mean that’s 
the way it will be going forward. 

The NHL is a copycat league and has been for a long time. What works 
one year becomes in vogue going forward. For a while, the league was 
all about speed, skill and possession, but that’s steadily changed over 
the last several seasons as the playoff landscape has shifted 
substantially toward heavy hockey. And playoff officiating hasn’t done 
much to deter that shift either. 

Over the last four seasons, you’d have more success picking the team 
that weighs more (63 percent), the more physical team (62 percent) or a 
combination of both via their Heavy Score (72 percent) to win a given 
series compared to the team that was simply favoured (55 percent). 
From 2010 to 2017 it was the reverse effect as favoured teams won 68 
percent of series while “heavier” teams won 63 percent of series. 

And as heavy teams started to become more and more successful, the 
playoff environment changed. From 2010 to 2017, the weighted average 
(weighted by how far each team advanced) of each playoff team’s Heavy 
Score was 95.5 — meaning playoff teams were less heavy than non-
playoff teams on average (league average was 100 percent). This made 
sense given the need for speed at the time and that the quest for puck 
possession often meant less opportunity to be physical. From 2018 
onward, the average has been 101.4, peaking last season with a final 
four featuring Tampa Bay (109), Montreal (108), Vegas (115) and the 
Islanders (101). It was the second year in a row the final four was all 
above average in Heavy Score. Big boy hockey indeed. 

Some people may be surprised to see the Lightning ranked so high given 
some of their smaller, skilled forwards — but they had a massive blue 
line and a very physical bottom six. Size-wise, they had much more in 
common with teams like the Kings and Capitals than the Blackhawks and 
Penguins. They were built for the playoffs — at least this current version 
of it. 

That’s the key right there: current. This isn’t meant to be a predictive 
study of what will happen in the future, but a descriptive one of the recent 
past. Just because that’s the way it is now doesn’t mean that’s the way it 
will be always — it just takes a team on the other side of the ledger to 
break through. That may be difficult with how the game is officiated in the 
playoffs where the rulebook is optional, but it’s not impossible. There are 
different ways to skin a cat and winning the Stanley Cup is no different. 

That becomes apparent when looking at how big and physical each past 
playoff team has been while specifically highlighting conference finalists 
and then Stanley Cup champions. 

Looking at conference finalists, it seems like being big and physical has 
been crucial over the last four playoffs with nearly every red dot residing 
in that quadrant. But before that, there were plenty of other conference 
finalists with different makeups. It was all random. That shows pretty 
clearly when looking at just Stanley Cup champions, which feature two 
distinct clusters: the heavy teams and the not-so-heavy teams. Teams 
have won before without conforming to “heavy” hockey, it just hasn’t 
happened in a while. 

And that’s the rub right now; it’s easy to say a team is “too soft” to win in 
the playoffs when the current version of the playoffs have confirmed that 
for four straight years. It’s been a long time since a non-heavy team has 
done significant damage making it difficult to envision success through 
such an avenue. Even the speed and skill era had intermittent victories 

by the Kings to suggest there was another way. Right now, it’s getting a 
bit difficult to see a pure skill team break through. 

That’s where Gaudreau and Marner re-enter the picture. After an 
incredibly successful regular season for both superstar wingers, it’s up to 
them to show they can withstand the rigours of playoff hockey like never 
before. Prove the last times were aberrations. Prove they can keep their 
level of play in a tougher environment. Prove they belong by showing that 
elite finesse not only has a place come playoff time, but can thrive within 
it. Their success can help usher in a new era. 

It’s not just those two either as there are other key players from playoff 
teams who also qualify in the bottom five percentile. Panarin, Grzelcyk, 
Spurgeon, Samuel Girard and Zuccarello all fall in the same boat as 
Gaudreau and Marner. They’re all worth paying attention to closely 
during this postseason. 

None of this is to say they’re all guaranteed to fail or play worse during 
the playoffs — it’s merely noticing a trend from the past four years and 
highlighting who’s most at risk of being affected. 

But there’s one final important element to all of this: how teams support 
their finesse players. It shouldn’t be lost on anyone how crucial the 
additions of Blake Coleman and Barclay Goodrow were to the Lightning 
before they won in 2020. While neither player was the reason Tampa 
Bay won, they were valuable additions that fit a need that made the team 
as a whole tougher to play against.  

Looking back at Gaudreau and Marner’s lack of playoff success, it’s 
interesting to note that not only did both players qualify as the least 
heavy players that season — but so too did their teams, generally 
speaking. In Gaudreau’s four playoff seasons, Calgary’s Heavy Score 
was 83, 94, 93 and 88. Toronto’s was 99, 90, 94, 99 and 101 (mostly 
stemming from weight rather than physicality). This year Calgary is at 
106 while Toronto is at 88. 

Based on the chart above, it’ll be really interesting to see how certain 
teams fare come playoff time. Colorado, Florida and Toronto are similarly 
built with a high focus on speed and skill, but the question plaguing all 
three is whether any of those teams can win playoff-style hockey. Those 
same questions don’t arise for teams like Calgary, Boston or the Rangers 
who made a specific focus last offseason to become tougher to play 
against. Given the way the last few playoffs have shaken out, and that 
Panarin fits the Gaudreau-Marner mold, that may have been for a better 
reason than previously given credit for.  

Heavy hockey has often been ignored by stats-types in the past (myself 
included) due to the inverse link between puck possession and 
physicality. If it’s a choice between one or the other, puck possession 
wins, but it’s getting too difficult to ignore how big of a factor physicality 
has been over the last few playoffs. It’s time to start paying more 
attention to that side of the game. 

When it comes to playoff hockey, playing heavy matters, especially over 
the last four years. That doesn’t mean it’s the only way to win, but it does 
mean that it’s become hard to win without that element. For four years 
that’s been the truth about this game, a truth that’s getting more and 
more difficult to ignore. 

The truth can change though, and all it takes is one player and one team 
to buck the trend. These playoffs are going to be especially interesting for 
that reason with several teams trying to zig while others zag, and others 
going all-in on truculence. One playoff alone might not shift the balance 
away from heavy hockey, but a breakthrough performance from a skilled 
team might be enough to show there is in fact more than one way to win. 

Heavy hockey rules all right now. How long that reign will last though is 
up for debate. 

Data via Natural Stat Trick 
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ESPN / NHL Power Rankings - 1-32 poll, plus the stat of the season for 
every team 
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With just over a week left in the 2021-22 NHL regular season, it's time to 
assess what all 32 teams have done thus far -- for better or worse. 

For this week's Power Rankings, we identified a stat for every team that 
best exemplified their performance, from recent trends to season-long 
strengths or weaknesses. 

How we rank: A panel of ESPN hockey commentators, analysts, 
reporters and editors rates teams against one another -- taking into 
account game results, injuries and upcoming schedule -- and those 
results are tabulated to produce the list featured here. 

Note: Previous ranking for each team refers to the last edition,  

Published April 13. Points paces are through Tuesday's games. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Previous ranking: 1 

Points percentage: 0.763 

Games remaining: @ SEA (Apr. 20), @ EDM (Apr. 22), @ WPG (Apr. 
24), vs. STL (Apr. 26), vs. NSH (Apr. 28), @ MIN (Apr. 29) 

Would it shock you to find another category in which an Avalanche player 
leads the league? Well, defenseman Devon Toews leads the NHL in 
secondary assists at even strength (25). 

2. Florida Panthers 

Previous ranking: 2 

Points percentage: 0.763 

Games remaining: vs. DET (Apr. 21), vs. TOR (Apr. 23), vs. TB (Apr. 24), 
@ BOS (Apr. 26), @ OTT (Apr. 28), @ MTL (Apr. 29) 

Life is full of similarities. The Panthers are tied for the league lead in most 
games with eight or more goals (3), while also being tied for the league 
lead in fewest times being shut out (0). 

3. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Previous ranking: 5 

Points percentage: 0.701 

Games remaining: @ TB (Apr. 21), @ FLA (Apr. 23), @ WSH (Apr. 24), 
vs. DET (Apr. 26), vs. BOS (Apr. 29) 

The Maple Leafs lead the league in shorthanded goals, with winger Ilya 
Mikheyev tallying four of them, tied for second among all skaters. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Previous ranking: 4 

Points percentage: 0.675 

Games remaining: vs. DAL (Apr. 21), vs. VAN (Apr. 23), @ NSH (Apr. 
26), @ MIN (Apr. 28), @ WPG (Apr. 29) 

The Flames have scored 78 goals while the defense pairing of Rasmus 
Andersson and Noah Hanifin has been on the ice, highest of any defense 
pairing in the league. 

5. St. Louis Blues 

Previous ranking: 12 

Points percentage: 0.669 

Games remaining: @ SJ (Apr. 21), @ ARI (Apr. 23), @ ANA (Apr. 24), @ 
COL (Apr. 26), vs. VGK (Apr. 29) 

The NHL's hottest team in April is led by the NHL's hottest scorer in April; 
forward Robert Thomas has 20 points this month. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Previous ranking: 7 

Points percentage: 0.658 

Games remaining: vs. TOR (Apr. 21), vs. NSH (Apr. 23), @ FLA (Apr. 
24), vs. CBJ (Apr. 26), @ CBJ (Apr. 28), @ NYI (Apr. 29) 

Depth carried the Lightning to back-to-back Stanley Cups, and it gives 
them a shot at a third. The Lightning have 10 15-goal scorers on their 
roster, tied for most in the NHL. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 

Previous ranking: 3 

Points percentage: 0.688 

Games remaining: vs. WPG (Apr. 21), @ NJ (Apr. 23), @ NYI (Apr. 24), 
@ NYR (Apr. 26), vs. NJ (Apr. 28) 

The Hurricanes are finishing strong this season. They have surrendered 
the second-fewest goals against (58) in the third, while also posting the 
second-best goal differential (38) in the final frame. 

8. New York Rangers 

Previous ranking: 6 

Points percentage: 0.688 

Games remaining: @ NYI (Apr. 21), @ BOS (Apr. 23), vs. CAR (Apr. 26), 
vs. MTL (Apr. 27), vs. WSH (Apr. 29) 

Chris Kreider has 25 power-play goals with six games remaining. If he 
scores three more, he'll break Atlanta Thrashers legend Ilya Kovalchuk's 
record for most power-play goals in a season during the salary cap era. 

9. Boston Bruins 

Previous ranking: 10 

Points percentage: 0.651 

Games remaining: @ PIT (Apr. 21), vs. NYR (Apr. 23), @ MTL (Apr. 24), 
vs. FLA (Apr. 26), vs. BUF (Apr. 28), @ TOR (Apr. 29) 

The Bruins have the worst margin of victory of any playoff teams at home 
(2.01) which contributes to them being a league-worst 10-28 against the 
point spread at TD Garden. 

10. Minnesota Wild 

Previous ranking: 8 

Points percentage: 0.678 

Games remaining: vs. VAN (Apr. 21), vs. SEA (Apr. 22), @ NSH (Apr. 
24), vs. ARI (Apr. 26), vs. CGY (Apr. 28), vs. COL (Apr. 29) 

The Wild lead the league in goals scored after pulling the goalie, with 21. 
Relatedly, but unsurprisingly, the Wild have been the most aggressive at 
pulling the goalie, spending 87 minutes with their net empty. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Previous ranking: 9 

Points percentage: 0.630 

Games remaining: vs. BOS (Apr. 21), @ DET (Apr. 23), @ PHI (Apr. 24), 
vs. EDM (Apr. 26), vs. CBJ (Apr. 29) 

When the calendar turns to the playoffs, the Penguins will rejoice at not 
having to see the shootout anymore. No team has lost more times in the 
shootout than the playoff-bound Penguins, who sit at 3-7 in the skills 
contest. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Previous ranking: 11 

Points percentage: 0.618 
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Games remaining: vs. DAL (Apr. 20), vs. COL (Apr. 22), @ CBJ (Apr. 
24), @ PIT (Apr. 26), vs. SJ (Apr. 28), vs. VAN (Apr. 29) 

Mike Smith has been the best goalie in the league since the calendar 
turned to April, with six wins, two shutouts, and an astonishing .955 save 
percentage. 

13. Nashville Predators 

Previous ranking: 13 

Points percentage: 0.604 

Games remaining: @ TB (Apr. 23), vs. MIN (Apr. 24), vs. CGY (Apr. 26), 
@ COL (Apr. 28), @ ARI (Apr. 29) 

If you're in a fantasy league that counts penalty minutes, you've made a 
killing on the Predators duo of Mark Borowiecki and Tanner Jeannot, who 
are Nos. 1 and 2 in penalty minutes taken. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Previous ranking: 14 

Points percentage: 0.632 

Games remaining: @ VGK (Apr. 20), @ ARI (Apr. 22), vs. TOR (Apr. 24), 
vs. NYI (Apr. 26), @ NYI (Apr. 28), @ NYR (Apr. 29) 

From our friends at ESPN Stats & Info: Alex Ovechkin has scored on 159 
goaltenders in his career, fourth-most in NHL history, trailing just Jaromir 
Jagr, Patrick Marleau, and Mark Messier. 

15. Dallas Stars 

Previous ranking: 15 

Points percentage: 0.599 

Games remaining: @ EDM (Apr. 20), @ CGY (Apr. 21), vs. SEA (Apr. 
23), vs. VGK (Apr. 26), vs. ARI (Apr. 27), vs. ANA (Apr. 29) 

Jason Robertson leads the league in points by a forward heading into 
restricted free agency, with 70. Expect a sizable increase from the 
$750,000 he made this season. 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Previous ranking: 16 

Points percentage: 0.565 

Games remaining: vs. WSH (Apr. 20), vs. SJ (Apr. 24), @ DAL (Apr. 26), 
@ CHI (Apr. 27), @ STL (Apr. 29) 

Goalie Logan Thompson has won five of his last six starts while racking 
up a .938 save percentage in that span. With the Golden Knights skating 
for their playoff lives, should they turn the net over to the rookie 
Thompson more often? 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Previous ranking: 19 

Points percentage: 0.565 

Games remaining: @ MIN (Apr. 21), @ CGY (Apr. 23), vs. SEA (Apr. 26), 
vs. LA (Apr. 28), @ EDM (Apr. 29) 

Will the Canucks sneak into the playoffs? That's up in the air, but it 
certainly won't be for a lack of trying. In its first seven games since the 
start of April, Vancouver spent 240 minutes in the lead, third most in the 
NHL behind the playoff-bound Blues and Flames. 

18. Winnipeg Jets 

Previous ranking: 17 

Points percentage: 0.526 

Games remaining: @ CAR (Apr. 21), vs. COL (Apr. 24), vs. PHI (Apr. 
27), vs. CGY (Apr. 29), vs. SEA (May 1) 

There aren't many categories in which the Jets lead the league in 
something, but they're tied for the league lead in Gordie Howe Hat Tricks 
-- a goal, assist and fight by the same player in one game -- with two. 

19. Los Angeles Kings 

Previous ranking: 18 

Points percentage: 0.590 

Games remaining: vs. CHI (Apr. 21), vs. ANA (Apr. 23), @ SEA (Apr. 
27), @ VAN (Apr. 28) 

The Kings are a mix of veterans from the Stanley Cup years and a 
collection of high draft picks. This is reflected by the roster, featuring the 
most games played from players on entry-level contracts, as well as the 
fifth-most games played by players age 34 and above. 

20. New York Islanders 

Previous ranking: 20 

Points percentage: 0.526 

Games remaining: vs. NYR (Apr. 21), @ BUF (Apr. 23), vs. CAR (Apr. 
24), @ WSH (Apr. 26), vs. WSH (Apr. 28), vs. TB (Apr. 29) 

Free agent signing Zdeno Chara hasn't had much to show on the stat 
sheets this season, but this past Thursday he finally scored his first goal 
as an Islander since Jan. 12, 2001. To put that into perspective, 59 
current NHL players and two franchises were born after that previous 
goal. 

21. Anaheim Ducks 

Previous ranking: 22 

Points percentage: 0.474 

Games remaining: @ LA (Apr. 23), vs. STL (Apr. 24), @ SJ (Apr. 26), @ 
DAL (Apr. 29) 

The retiring Ryan Getzlaf is the last player still with the Ducks who also 
played for the franchise when they were known as the Mighty Ducks 
(1993-94 through 2005-06). Once he retires, his longtime teammate 
Corey Perry will be the NHL's last remaining Mighty Duck. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Previous ranking: 24 

Points percentage: 0.474 

Games remaining: vs. STL (Apr. 21), vs. CHI (Apr. 23), @ VGK (Apr. 24), 
vs. ANA (Apr. 26), @ EDM (Apr. 28), @ SEA (Apr. 29) 

Timo Meier has a strong argument for being the 2022 fantasy hockey 
MVP. The Sharks forward was drafted in the 16th round of ESPN's 
fantasy hockey game, on average, but performed to the level of a player 
drafted in the second round. 

23. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Previous ranking: 21 

Points percentage: 0.494 

Games remaining: vs. OTT (Apr. 22), vs. EDM (Apr. 24), @ TB (Apr. 26), 
vs. TB (Apr. 28), @ PIT (Apr. 29) 

Patrik Laine has seen a career bounceback in his first full season in 
Columbus, on pace for his first point-per-game season and his highest 
shooting percentage since 2017-18. 

24. Detroit Red Wings 

Previous ranking: 25 

Points percentage: 0.455 

Games remaining: @ FLA (Apr. 21), vs. PIT (Apr. 23), @ NJ (Apr. 24), @ 
TOR (Apr. 26), @ NJ (Apr. 29) 

Reason for optimism? The Red Wings improved their points percentage 
to .453, the club's highest since Henrik Zetterberg was lacing them up, as 
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well as notching 18 wins on home ice, their highest single-season total 
since moving to Little Caesars Arena in 2017-18. 

25. Buffalo Sabres 

Previous ranking: 23 

Points percentage: 0.442 

Games remaining: @ NJ (Apr. 21), vs. NYI (Apr. 23), @ BOS (Apr. 28), 
vs. CHI (Apr. 29) 

Since Feb. 17, the Sabres are 13-14-3 for 29 points, while the Golden 
Knights are 13-14-2 for just 28 points. What's the connection between 
those teams and that date? Oh, I don't know... 

26. New Jersey Devils 

Previous ranking: 29 

Points percentage: 0.401 

Games remaining: vs. BUF (Apr. 21), vs. CAR (Apr. 23), vs. DET (Apr. 
24), @ OTT (Apr. 26), @ CAR (Apr. 28), vs. DET (Apr. 29) 

An all-time record 107 goalies have started at least one game in the NHL 
this season, led by the Devils starting seven (Nico Daws, Mackenzie 
Blackwood, Jon Gillies, Jonathan Bernier, Akira Schmid, Andrew 
Hammond and Scott Wedgewood). 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Previous ranking: 27 

Points percentage: 0.401 

Games remaining: @ ARI (Apr. 20), @ LA (Apr. 21), @ SJ (Apr. 23), vs. 
PHI (Apr. 25), vs. VGK (Apr. 27), @ BUF (Apr. 29) 

Life is full of contradictions. The Blackhawks are tied for the league lead 
in most games with eight or more goals (3), while also being tied for the 
league lead in most times being shut out (8). 

28. Ottawa Senators 

Previous ranking: 30 

Points percentage: 0.422 

Games remaining: @ CBJ (Apr. 22), vs. MTL (Apr. 23), vs. NJ (Apr. 26), 
vs. FLA (Apr. 28), @ PHI (Apr. 29) 

The Senators will miss the playoffs for the fifth consecutive season, but a 
bright spot has to be the development of their young talent. The Senators 
lead the NHL in goals and points scored by players on entry-level 
contracts. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Previous ranking: 31 

Points percentage: 0.373 

Games remaining: vs. COL (Apr. 20), @ MIN (Apr. 22), @ DAL (Apr. 23), 
@ VAN (Apr. 26), vs. LA (Apr. 27), vs. SJ (Apr. 29), @ WPG (May 1) 

Whether they plan to use them to build organizational depth, or to bundle 
them together for a big trade, the Kraken have a league-high 34 draft 
picks to use over the next three seasons. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Previous ranking: 26 

Points percentage: 0.370 

Games remaining: @ MTL (Apr. 21), vs. PIT (Apr. 24), @ CHI (Apr. 25), 
@ WPG (Apr. 27), vs. OTT (Apr. 29) 

The rebuilding Flyers have lost some of their home-ice dominance of 
seasons past, having surrendered a league-worst 50 tie-breaking goals 
at home this season. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Previous ranking: 28 

Points percentage: 0.331 

Games remaining: vs. PHI (Apr. 21), @ OTT (Apr. 23), vs. BOS (Apr. 
24), @ NYR (Apr. 27), vs. FLA (Apr. 29) 

Despite being in the basement of the Eastern Conference, the Canadiens 
have the third-highest margin of victory when they do win at Bell Centre. 
The problem? They only have 10 home wins. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Previous ranking: 32 

Points percentage: 0.322 

Games remaining: vs. CHI (Apr. 20), vs. WSH (Apr. 22), vs. STL (Apr. 
23), @ MIN (Apr. 26), @ DAL (Apr. 27), vs. NSH (Apr. 29) 

The Coyotes have not had many second-period leads, but when they do, 
they tend to hold on. What's more, the Yotes are a perfect 8-0 at 
protecting a second-period lead when away from Gila River Arena. 
Maybe the building is the problem, after all? 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - The stakes for the Dallas 
Stars, Vegas Golden Knights on Wednesday 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

There is a distinct lack of drama in regard to some of the NHL's playoff 
races this season. 

All eight spots in the Eastern Conference have been clinched (and have 
seemingly been clinched for weeks). The Colorado Avalanche are a 
country mile ahead of the rest of the West. The St. Louis Blues and 
Minnesota Wild seem to be ensconced in a first-round matchup as the 
Central Division's Nos. 2 and 3 seeds. 

Luckily, we have the Western wild-card race to follow for the next 10 
nights. 

Heading into Wednesday night's action, the Nashville Predators and 
Dallas Stars hold the two wild-card spots, with 93 and 91 points, 
respectively. The Vegas Golden Knights are in the hunt with 87 points, as 
are the Vancouver Canucks, also with 87 points. 

It's a four-game slate on the NHL calendar Wednesday night, and two of 
the matchups perhaps have more meaning to the draft-lottery standings 
than anything else -- Chicago Blackhawks-Arizona Coyotes and 
Avalanche-Seattle Kraken. But the other two contests promise to yield 
some pivotal results. 

The Stars will travel to take on the Edmonton Oilers at 8:30 p.m. ET 
(NHL Network), and the Golden Knights will host the Washington 
Capitals at 10 ET. The Stars won both previous games against the Oilers 
this season (4-1 on Nov. 23 and 5-3 on March 22), and the pre-Jack 
Eichel Knights took down the Capitals 1-0 in their lone meeting thus far. 
Will Wednesday's results reduce the Stars' lead? Or will Vegas dig itself 
more of a hole? 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Wednesday's games 
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Tuesday night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available to stream on ESPN+. 

Dallas Stars at Edmonton Oilers, 8:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Chicago Blackhawks at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Washington Capitals at Vegas Golden Knights, 10 p.m. 

Colorado Avalanche at Seattle Kraken, 10 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 5, Philadelphia Flyers 2 

Minnesota Wild 2, Montreal Canadiens 0 

Detroit Red Wings 4, Tampa Bay Lightning 3 

New York Rangers 3, Winnipeg Jets 0 

Florida Panthers 3, New York Islanders 2 (OT) 

Boston Bruins 3, St. Louis Blues 2 (OT) 

Nashville Predators 3, Calgary Flames 2 (SO) 

Los Angeles Kings 2, Anaheim Ducks 1 

Ottawa Senators 4, Vancouver Canucks 3 (SO) 

San Jose Sharks 3, Columbus Blue Jackets 2 

Expanded standings 

Note: x = clinched playoff spot; z = clinched best conference record; e = 
eliminated 

Atlantic Division 

x - Florida Panthers 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 40 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. DET (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ TB (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. TOR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ PIT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ FLA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 23 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 
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Next game: @ CBJ (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. PHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. WPG (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ NYI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Washington Capitals 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ VGK (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. NYR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. OTT (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. BUF (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ MTL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Minnesota Wild 

Points: 103 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 6 
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Next game: vs. VAN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 103 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 97% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ EDM (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 92% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ ARI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. CHI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

x - Calgary Flames 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. DAL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. DAL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. CHI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 87% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. WSH (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 16% 

Tragic number: 7 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ MIN (Thursday) 
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Playoff chances: 8% 

Tragic number: 7 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: vs. STL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 7 

Next game: vs. COL (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team may move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 49 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 56 

Regulation wins: 21 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 57 

Regulation wins: 18 

5. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 15 

6. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 24 

8. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 23 

9. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 21 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers slow things down and find success by playing in 
control 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 21, 2022 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecApril 21, 2022, 1:09 AM 

 

EDMONTON — The Edmonton Oilers have, for some many years, been 
must-watch hockey in the regular season. As high event in the 
opponent’s end as they’ve been in their own zone, you could call the 
Oilers a lot of things over the past 20 to 25 years. 

But you could never call them boring. 

Today, as they build towards their third straight second-place finish and 
playoff appearance under general manager Ken Holland, they are a team 
that has perhaps found the brake lever on excitement. Not dull, not 
overtly defensive, the Oilers are simply a team that has learned to play in 
control. 

Today, this is a team that can hold a lead without a goalie playing like his 
hair is on fire. One that can cough up a 2-0 lead, as they did Wednesday 
against Dallas, but then regroup and calmly take it back in a relatively 
dominant 5-2 win. 

“Guys are confident right now — up and down the lineup,” said Connor 
McDavid, who had the empty netter on a three-point night. “Guys feel 
good about their own game, and feel good about our team game. There 
are a lot of good things happening right now.” 

McDavid glides past the Stars and finds a cutting Kane for the goal 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:47 

Edmonton is 7-1-1 in April, an .833 stretch run that ranks sixth in the 
NHL. Since March 1 they’re 16-5-3, fifth-best in the NHL. 

The Oilers only had to pass Los Angeles in the standings once, because 
Edmonton simply has not allowed the Kings an opportunity to retake 
second place in the Pacific. 

After a pair of 4-0 wins over Nashville and Vegas, the Oilers manhandled 
the Stars for much of Wednesday’s game, scoring five times at even 
strength. That’s a 13-2 aggregate over two wildcard teams and a Vegas 
club playing for its life. 

So why the steady waters, in a town where riding the waves was always 
fun, if not always the key to success? 

“I think we’ve gone through quite a bit of adversity over the year,” said 
Duncan Keith, after the first plus-five night in his 1,252-game career. “We 
started out really well, then things went kind of sideways. We had a 
coaching change. We’ve gone through a lot and we’ve tried to learn a lot. 

“It’s taking what you’ve learned and putting it to work in the moment. So 
far we keep seeming to get better.” 

Oilers begin to shine defensively heading into playoffs 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:00 

Truly, this Oilers team looks nothing like the one that found itself in a 
position to fire Dave Tippett back on Feb. 10. But here they are, 
undoubtedly better for it. 

“This year we have had to fight for our lives,” McDavid said. “We have 
been down and out, and out of the playoffs by as many as (six) points. 
We were out of the race and had to scratch and claw and get our way 
back in — and we still haven't clinched. We have been playing playoff 
hockey here for a while and I think maybe last year we were a little more 
comfortable in our position. I’m not going to say we took our foot off the 
gas, but we didn't have to play that desperate style of hockey.” 

What began as desperation has emerged as a calm that any playoff run 
requires. 

On Wednesday it looked like they would run Dallas out of the building, up 
2-0 just 6:17 into the game. But the score was 2-1 after 20, and tied up 
five minutes into the second. 

The “oh, oh” factor never reared its head, however. The fragility that was 
once well rooted here at Rogers Place appears gone, at least for the time 
being. When Edmonton played the game it wanted to play, Dallas 
couldn’t stick with them. 

“We simplified our game and asserted our will,” said head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “Our team is trending in the right direction, but as I’ve said the 
last couple of days, I don't think we’ve played to our full potential yet.” 

“I think our five-on-five game has improved a lot. I like where it is at,” 
added McDavid. “When you are solid five-on-five, not a ton of things are 
going to go on, and that’s all right.” 

Nurse sends Benn into the Oilers bench with a huge hit 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:00 

McDavid awoke Wednesday morning to see that Jonathan Huberdeau 
had passed him in the NHL scoring race, knocking him off the Art Ross 
perch he has held virtually the entire season. McDavid answered with a 
three-point night against Dallas, but spoke afterwards like a guy who has 
moved on from focusing on individual trophies, in exchange for the one 
trophy that has eluded this franchise since 1990. 

“We’ve talked a lot about that stuff here,” he said, when asked about the 
Art Ross Trophy. “We have been here and done that — we are trying to 
play good hockey and win games. 

“That is ultimately what we are focussed on.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Sportsnet's 2022 NHL Draft Prospect Rankings: April 
Edition 

 

Sam CosentinoApril 20, 2022, 3:23 PM 

 

Things are starting to get real for the 2022 NHL Draft.  

As the regular season winds down, the draft order is starting to come into 
focus. In May, we'll know the results of the draft lottery. Then, it’s the 
NHL Combine in June and finally the draft in Montreal on July 7-8. 

In the meantime, there’s still plenty of scouting to be done. The world 
U18’s commence Saturday in Germany. The Russians and Belarusians 
will be absent from the tournament. So too will be the Slovaks who, 
rather than be included in the primary pool, instead took gold in the 
Division 1 pool. In a perfect world, it would’ve been nice to see Juraj 
Slafkovsky, Filip Mesar and Simon Nemec all together competing in the 
top pool, however, with the wonky schedule, the pandemic and a couple 
of other factors, it just wasn’t meant to be.  

The US is typically the favourite in this event. It’s the crown jewel on the 
USNTDP schedule and something they build for all season. Canada is 
the defending champion, and thanks to Swift Current getting eliminated 
from the WHL playoffs, its entrant into the tournament will be stronger 
than first anticipated. Six Broncos made the team, including forwards 
Connor Hvitson, Josh Filmon, Josh Davies, Matthew Ward, along with 
defenceman Owen Pickering and goaltender Reid Dyck. The strength of 
Canada’s team will come up front, where 2023 draft eligibles Connor 
Bedard and Adam Fantilli will lead the way. Both are projected top three 
picks next year. Sweden, Finland and Czechia will all feature prominent 
players we expect to see in the 2022 draft. 

Sportsnet, by way of Jason Bukala and the Pro Hockey Group will be on 
hand to deliver a number of scouting reports post-tournament.  
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Not to be forgotten is the CHL. Both the OHL and WHL are into the post-
season. The QMJHL, thanks to being shut-down for an additional month 
after the Christmas break, has yet to complete the regular season before 
a shortened playoff run. Playoff viewings hold additional value due to the 
pressure of playing in meaningful games where time and space are 
limited. It also gives scouts the opportunity to gauge how a player 
responds to the increased physical demands offered up in playoff 
conditions.  

The upper-end of this draft class is extremely diverse. Not just from a 
nationality perspective, but from a hockey perspective. We have smaller, 
skilled forwards. We have plenty of right-shot options at both forward and 
defence. We have some massive defencemen, but there are also a few 
smallish, slick-skating D as well. The pandemic’s effects will also wreak 
havoc in this draft where there still remains some uncertainty and a lack 
of typical developmental time. 

*denotes late 2003 birthday  

1. Shane Wright, C, Kingston Frontenacs (OHL): Thanks to the finer 
points in his game and the details away from the puck, Wright still 
remains the top player available. 

2. Logan Cooley, C, USNTDP: As the most dynamic player available, he 
wasn’t lying when he quipped that I had him ranked too low in March (No. 
4). Rising to No. 1 is not out of the question.  

3. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS Turku (Liiga): Continues to play solid 
minutes for a team competing for a league title, but this will almost 
certainly keep him out of the U18’s.  

4. Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg Ice (WHL): Ended the regular season on 
a three-game multi-point heater. A lengthy playoff run in the rugged WHL 
will be a great test. 

5. Simon Nemec, D, HK Nitra (Slovakia): Slipped in a two-assist effort for 
the D1 gold medal-winning Slovaks at the worlds while playing for his 
club team in the playoffs. 

*6. David Jiricek, D, HC Plzen (Extraliiga): After missing more than three 
months due to a knee injury, he’s back and is a candidate to play in the 
men’s worlds. Can he regain his place as the top defenceman in this 
class? 

7. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (SWE U20): Out ill since early 
March, it will be interesting to see if he plays in the worlds, and if so, will 
he be able to keep pace?  

*8. Brad Lambert, C, Pelicans (Liiga): There’s no denying he’s a top 10 
talent in this draft class, but where does he fit -- if at all -- inside the top 
10 players picked? 

9. Joakim Kemell, LW, JYP (Liiga): Getting a chance to regroup by 
playing within his peer group at the U18s should be hugely beneficial.  

10. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg Ice (WHL): Attaining a balance between 
skill, creativity and physical play remains the goal. Projecting how quickly 
that will all come together will give a better sense of just where he will 
end up in this draft class. 

11. Cutter Gauthier, LW, USNTDP: Has shown versatility and a steady 
upward trend of positive development. NHL bloodlines always add value. 

*12. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (KHL): The uncertainty surrounding 
Russian-born players complicates his ranking. As does his lack of playing 
time since being promoted to the KHL in March, and the limited live 
viewings in the MHL prior to that. Scouts will have pause over this player. 

13. Pavel Mintyukov, D, Saginaw Spirit (OHL): Can really dazzle with his 
feet. Is not afraid to make plays, but can also be a defensive liability.  

14. Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SHL): Leaving Austria to play against better 
competition is admirable and speaks volumes about where he’s trying to 
take his game.  

15. Owen Pickering, D, Swift Current Broncos (WHL): Has underrated 
puck skills. There’s massive growth potential in this player, especially 
once he fills-out. 

16. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USNTDP: Has the strength to apply himself 
to impact the game physically if his goal-scoring is off.  

17. Frank Nazar III, C, USNTDP: There’s a nice element of 
explosiveness in his game to make him an effective small area player.  

18. Filip Mesar, RW, HK Poprad (Slovakia): Injured at the end of the 
season, there’s still plenty of currency from performing well playing 
against men all year.  

19. Denton Mateychuk, D, Moose Jaw Warriors (WHL): In terms of his 
approach, there are few better in this class. He takes command out on 
the ice leading vocally and by example. 

*20. Jack Hughes, C, Northeastern (NCAA): Super skilled and creative 
player who moves effortlessly, while playing with his head up to easily 
assess his best option.  

21. Kevin Korchinski, D, Seattle Thunderbirds (WHL): Reports vary 
widely on this player. You’re wowed by the skating ability and edgework, 
as much as you’re concerned about his ability to defend.  

22. Tristan Luneau, D, Gatineau Olympiques (QMJHL): Projecting where 
he may fit has been a year-long challenge for scouts. With that said, 
there’s always room for a right-shot defencman with size.  

23. Isaac Howard, LW, USNTDP: Have to determine whether or not he 
can be a top-six forward. If he can’t, is there enough of a 'Plan B' to make 
him an effective middle- or bottom-six player? 

24. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec Remparts (QMJHL): A remarkably 
consistent player who has embraced more of the power-forward 
mentality.  

25. Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden (SWE U20): Dogged determination in 
hunting pucks and knowing what to do with them afterwards. 

26. Alexander Perevalov, LW, Yaroslavl (MHL): In terms of a skilled 
forward who isn’t just an offensive juggernaut, there’s plenty of NHL 
potential as a producer here.  

27. Rutger McGroarty, LW, USNTDP: As a solid two-way option, his 
personality and leadership qualities make him a viable pick in the latter 
stages of Round 1.  

*28. Adam Ingram, LW, Youngstown Phantoms (USHL): A late bloomer 
who has put up amazing numbers in the USHL (53 points in 53 games) 
considering he had only played eight games in the Manitoba Junior 
league the season prior.  

29. Maveric Lamoureux, D, Drummondville Voltigeurs (QMJHL): Another 
player with sneaky skill who has improved on the D side by tightening his 
gap and utilizing his size and reach to kill plays. 

30. Lian Bichsel, D, Leksand (SHL): A smooth skater who can process 
the game effectively. The offensive side continues to improve, but he 
projects more as the complementary type of blue liner.  

*31. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga Steelheads (OHL): Plays both 
sides effectively. Will need to add weight and strength to steepen the 
developmental curve. 

32. Noah Warren, D, Gatineau Olympiques (QMJHL): Old-school, hit-to-
hurt mentality along with top-notched skating ability in a monstrous 
package.  

HONOURABLE MENTIONS  

Lane Hutson, D, USNTDP: Because of his size at his position (5-foot-8, 
145 pounds), it’s hard to imagine an NHL team utilizing a first round pick 
on him. Having said that, in three consecutive viewings at the end of 
March, he was the best player on the ice, period.  

Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk (VHL): Next to impossible to assess due 
to his Hodgkin’s Lymphoma diagnosis. With all things being equal and 
based on the last assumption of when he was playing completely healthy 
at the U18’s, he is definitely a top 10 talent. 
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Sportsnet.ca / If Jake Muzzin is back for playoffs, which defenceman 
stays, and who comes out? 

 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourneApril 20, 2022, 2:47 PM 

 

The Leafs have a situation on the back-end that they haven’t had in any 
of their previous first-round attempts during the Matthews/Marner era: it’s 
not entirely clear which of their D are best suited to be in their playoff 
lineup in two weeks. 

Here are their pairs from Tuesday night against Philadelphia: 

Rielly – Lyubushkin 

Brodie - Holl 

Giordano – Liljegren 

I don’t even know what order to write those pairs up. It’s assumed 
whoever is with Rielly is the “top pair,” so we’ll start there, but after that 
they essentially have three pairs to roll. 

On Tuesday at even strength all six D played between 14 and 18 
minutes, with Rielly ending up with the most TOI thanks to four-plus 
minutes of power play time, and with Lyubushkin’s minimal special teams 
TOI he saw the fewest minutes overall, but was still above 15. 

No Matthews, no problem for Maple Leafs in win over Flyers 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 2:13 

Jake Muzzin is back skating, and he’s supposed to travel with the team 
on their upcoming road trip. That implies they think it’s possible he could 
get into an upcoming game, and if he’s going to get into the playoffs, 
they’d surely like for that to be the case. 

When Muzzin comes back, he’s going to get into the lineup, full stop. It 
may take him a few games to get back up to speed – or maybe he never 
gets there - but you’re not just gonna sit that guy in the pressbox if he’s 
able to play without giving him a chance. 

So that means some shuffling with the pairs. 

Immediately you think Brodie will shuffle back over to the right side to 
make room for Muzzin, so now one of Lyubushkin, Liljegren or Holl 
needs to start the playoffs in the pressbox, which is quite the situation for 
three guys who are all likely to finish the season above 60 games played. 

Less than two months ago, this was an easy conversation for me: then, I 
would have easily said Liljegren out. Now it’s near impossible to think 
about keeping him out. 

At that time Liljegren was putting up shiny possession numbers but was 
still making what seemed like nightly mistakes that were leading to direct 
goals against. It seemed like rookie mistakes, like being green, like 
someone who needed some confidence and maybe a little muscle. 
During the Leafs Heritage Classic game he saw just over 10 minutes of 
ice time, then followed with games where he saw 15 minutes, then 13 
minutes, then was a healthy scratch for the March 19 game just one 
month ago. 

Then Toronto traded for Mark Giordano, and since then, Liljegren has 
been one of the Leafs' best D-men, almost entirely eliminating the type of 
error that was so frequent just months prior. I’m not crediting Giordano 
for that (though it’s possible he’s helped the 22-year-old), so much as the 
addition of the veteran defender became a clear demarcation point in the 
Leafs’ season. Since adding the savvy left shot from Seattle the team is 
12-2-1 in 15 games, Liljegren has scored four times, and he’s now seen 
over 19 minutes of ice time in five straight games. Liljegren’s 
improvement, plus the addition of Giordano, plus the addition of 
Lyubushkin before him, really made the whole D-corps feel a little more 
physical and without the type of real obvious hole in the 5-6 spots that’s 
hurt them in playoffs past. 

My point here is, boy, Liljegren has been so good for such a good stretch 
here that it’s not impossible to believe he’s just permanently improved as 
young players do, and that taking him out of the lineup would be 
madness. 

So what about Holl or Lyubushkin? 

I’m not going to spend much time on Justin Holl, as he’s simply too 
valuable a puzzle piece for the Leafs to have out of the lineup. He’s 
averaged four minutes per game more in ice time than either Liljegren or 
Lyubushkin this season. Only David Kampf and TJ Brodie have played 
more total shorthanded minutes than Holl this year, and Holl has played 
more per game than either of those players. In sum, he’s a first-guy-over-
the-boards PK player. The Leafs are seventh in straight up PK and 
second in net PK, and he’s a huge part of it. 

Holl sees tough competition and starts in his own end and puts up decent 
results in those minutes. 

(Image from Dobber Hockey) 

He had a tough first half of the year, I thought, but he’s too big a part of a 
successful Leafs team to take out. I know some people don’t like Holl's 
style out there, but these paragraphs are all you get on the “take Holl out” 
front. He’s in, moving on. 

Now, Lyubushkin. 

As you can see on that same chart above, he also gets very little 
offensive zone deployment, and he does go up against good competition, 
which are relevant details. But from a statistical standpoint, it hasn’t gone 
well for him. 

Sort any “advanced” stat category among Leafs defencemen, and 
Lyubushkin checks in last or close since joining the team. By shot 
attempts, expected goals, scoring chances, all of those things, he’s last 
among Leafs defencemen. Now, that’s not to say he’s bad – the Leafs' 
defence is good and Lyubushkin is better than league averages, but 
we’re not grading him versus the league, we’re grading him versus his 
teammates. 

With Lyubushkin, I see a few defensive problems that lead to looks 
against. 

1. Sometimes he gets stopped. As in he’s just not in motion, and often 
has to start up from a complete stop and so it takes him a second to get 
up to speed again, making him look slower. He’s not slow, he’s just often 
getting going from a standstill. 

2. In corner battles, he sometimes battles himself out of defensive 
position, meaning he can get beat off the wall back to the net. It can look 
like he’s trying to pin the puck not the player. (Leafs fans may remember 
how well Zach Hyman sealed off opponents against the wall – 
Lyubushkin needs work there.) 

3. Last is just that he seems to trust his goalie, and allows players to 
shoot from above him rather than put himself in a defensive position 
where he can be beat wide. He seems like the perfect Barry 
Trotz/Islanders defenceman, in that he seems okay allowing the other 
team to shoot as long as those shots are less threatening. He needs 
good goaltending more than the Leafs other defencemen. 

But with that style, I don’t know that it’s entirely a coincidence that 
Lyubushkin has received the best on-ice save percentage on the Leafs 
since his arrival. He seems to play in a way that makes goaltending a bit 
easier. 

Over his past two seasons on the Coyotes, he was first on the team in 
high danger chances against, and received the best save percentage on 
the team for his troubles. I think he’s more likely to be leaning on 
opponents looking for second chance opportunities, even when they do 
get a whack. He’s ranked second-last among Leafs defencemen in high 
danger chances since he’s been with them, but … and maybe I should 
whisper when I say this, but … he has been playing with Morgan Rielly, 
who’s currently worst in that category, and has been the Leafs' worst 
there over the past three seasons among players not named Martin 
Marincin. 

As much as Lyubushkin trails Liljegren in so many stat categories, that’s 
mostly a product of Liljegren’s offence, as Lyubushkin’s actual goals 
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against per 60 (at even strength) is only .1 goals against worse with 
tougher assignments. 

So hopefully I’ve painted a picture of a flawed-but-useful defender. As 
you can see, Lyubushkin has shaken out on the right side of things 
defensively this year. 

via Hockey Viz 

Of course, so has the other guy with whom he’s fighting for a spot. 

via Hockey Viz 

Still, this is all just considering defensive play, and where things are 
different between Lyubushkin and Liljegren is that the latter does the 
things that help produce offence, which I sort of glossed over above. Of 
course Liljegren’s great performance there matters. 

The Leafs' rookie defender drives play by moving the puck effectively 
from his own zone, making good passes, and most of all, by being very 
active in the offensive zone. His default is to “go for it” up the rink and, 
according to SportLogiq, he's 37th among NHL defencemen in stretch 
passes. Liljegren leads the Leafs' defence in expected goals for 
percentage going back to the start of March, while Lyubushkin trails him 
by over 10 per cent. That’s a large gap. 

But Lyubushkin hits, and hits like a truck often, and it’s widely been 
accepted (rightly or wrongly) that a lack of physicality is one of the 
reasons the Leafs haven’t been able to get through the first round in 
seasons past. Of the six guys who played Tuesday, the second-most 
“physical” Leafs defenceman has been Justin Holl this season, throwing 
5.41 hits per 60 (Liljegren is at 5.14), so, about two hits per game. 
Lyubushkin sits at 11.47 hits per 60 since joining the Leafs, a number 
that would be ninth in the NHL among defencemen who’ve played at 
least 25 games. That’s closer to four hits per game. 

Hour 4: Which Leafs Defenceman Makes the Playoff Cut? 

When you zoom out on these two guys, here’s how I see it for the Leafs: 

Liljegren is younger, improving almost every game, and seems far more 
capable of breaking a game open with an offensive play. He drives play, 
and the Leafs want to play at the fun end of the rink. The counter to that 
is I’m not sure the Leafs need him to try to do anything offensively (they 
do not rely on his offence), and sometimes he gets so far up in the 
offensive zone I worry about the play turning quickly back the other way 
against the elite teams. When the Leafs have had post-season 
heartbreak in the past, it’s been young guys like Alex Galchenyuk and 
Travis Dermott on the wrong end of whoopsies. 

Lyubushkin is considerably worse statistically, and to the eye-test, seems 
more prone to allowing the opposition attempts on a goalie the team isn’t 
yet sure they can trust. I’m not sure “he gets stopped sometimes” is a 
great fit against the Tampa Bay Lightning or Boston Bruins. But he is 
someone the opposition has to look out for, and over a seven game 
series, you can see Lyubushkin as the one doing the wearing down 
rather than getting worn down. 

My conclusion as of today is that Liljegren has just been too good to take 
out. The team is winning while he’s playing a lot and contributing, and 
he’s even killed penalties the past two games while Lyubushkin hasn’t. 

My pairs to start the playoffs would look like this, though I’d be quick to 
get Lyubushkin back in: 

Rielly – Brodie 

Muzzin – Holl 

Giordano – Liljegren 

Lyubushkin 

None of this mentions that Rasmus Sandin is back skating too, and could 
be an option for the Leafs as well. But with four left shots in the lineup in 
Rielly, Brodie, Muzzin, and Giordano, Sandin’s path back in is a lot 
tougher to see. 

So what do you say. In the playoffs for the Leafs, should it be Liljegren or 
Lyubushkin? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' most senior trio defy time with flash of well-
aged brilliance 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxApril 19, 2022, 9:45 PM 

 

TORONTO — Three 1,000-game players. 

Three locals. 

One vintage game-winning goal. 

The game itself was hardly a memorable one, but the moment certainly 
was. 

Wayne Simmonds (age 33) cut to the slot on the rush, pivoted to face his 
joining rushers and backed in Philadelphia Flyers defender Keith Yandle. 

Simmonds laid the puck back to linemate Jason Spezza (age 38), who 
operated a pristine give-and-go with an activated Mark Giordano (age 38) 
and popped one past a scrambly Martin Jones. 

“It was a beautiful goal. I loved it. I mean, it was a nice tic-tac-toe play. 
Simmer and then Spezz to Gio and back to Spezz back door,” William 
Nylander smiled. 

“That was awesome,” Jack Campbell added. “Big goal in the hockey 
game, too. They put so much heart into every game, it’s nice to see them 
rewarded.” 

Tic-tac-toe. 

Old-older-oldest. 

Soul-heart-conscience. 

A crystallization of three divergent paths springing from the same city, 
winding askew through a dozen NHL sweaters and 3,278 regular-season 
matches, and intersecting right back where their deferred Stanley Cup 
dream all began: Toronto. 

“It's great that we're all here, and we all care deeply about this 
organization and the team, the city,” said Spezza, following Tuesday’s 5-
2 victory over the floundering Flyers. 

“We're here to provide leadership and also good play on the ice. You 
know, I think us more than anyone feels the pride of being from Toronto 
and knowing what's at stake to try to bring success in the playoffs to this 
city.” 

The three most senior Toronto Maple Leafs — local boys men and late-
addition banner chasers all — combined for a goal that was 111 years 
and two weeks in the making. 

Sure, add up the ages of principals involved in a scoring sequence, and 
111 might be commonplace at a 10:30 p.m. men's league run at 
Chesswood on a Monday night. But it's something else primetime at 
Scotiabank Arena. 

It’s the oldest scoring sequence of 2021-22 leaguewide, and the most 
wizened in Leafland since Ron Francis (41) was set up by Brian Leetch 
(37) and Calle Johansson (37) in 2004. 

No Matthews, no problem for Maple Leafs in win over Flyers 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 2:13 

Something else of significance occurred in 2004: The Maple Leafs won 
their most recent playoff series. 
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Francis, now GM of the Seattle Kraken, traded Giordano to the Maple 
Leafs, who are a remarkable 12-2-1 since the defenceman pulled on his 
boyhood colours at the deadline. 

Spezza hasn’t really learned anything new about Giordano. 

Heck, he’s been playing against the guy since they were 10- or 11-year-
olds battling in the mecca's minor hockey circuits. As pros, they’d share 
some summer skates up close and mutual respect from afar. 

“Now getting a chance to play together is pretty neat for us. He's a guy 
that where he's come from, how hard he works, he's gotten better. He’s 
in the same mould as a guy like Big Z [Zdeno Chara], where he's 
changed his game throughout the years. And his game stands the test of 
time because of it,” Spezza said. 

“Getting to play together, it's nice. We can have some laughs and enjoy 
our time together. But also we're trying to push this team forward. So, 
great guy to add and kind of cool for us since we played against each 
other for so long as kids.” 

These are the flashes, the nuggets, that can make an otherwise ho-hum 
win worth tuning into. 

Because let’s be real. 

Toronto is a virtual lock in Atlantic Division’s second seed, too good to 
get tagged from behind and too far behind to touch the runaway Florida 
Panthers. 

As for Philadelphia? Well, to put it gently, it’s a squandered year. 

For very different reasons, these clubs are skating out the string, trying to 
keep healthy for the post-season or golf season. 

What Tuesday’s exhibition-like affair did offer, however, were milestones. 

Leaf fans could revel in the excellent individual campaigns of Mitch 
Marner, who set a fresh career-high in points (95) and crept within reach 
of the triple-digit club, and William Nylander, who snapped his personal-
best 32nd goal of the year. 

Rookie defenceman Timothy Liljegren lasered the Leafs’ opening strike, 
beating Jones high-glove from distance, and further cementing his case 
to be Giordano’s right-side partner for Game 1. 

Toronto is saving its A-game, which is fine. The team didn’t need it 
against these broken Flyers. 

A couple of new moves by the old guys did the trick. 

“We're guys that have had established careers, and we're not scared of 
the moment. I look forward to it. That’s why I play the game. You go 
through 82 games to get to the playoffs. And those are the moments that 
I think I can help the most,” Spezza said. 

“I played in Canada most of my career. I enjoy it. I love the pressure-
cooker atmosphere and the daily drive. I think it's driven me throughout 
my career at times, to reinvent yourself, to change your game. And you 
can’t have two bad nights in a row, or else you hear about it. That's a 
great thing.” 

This is the time of year where preparation pays off, where purpose 
sharpens into focus. Particularly if you’re wise enough to understand you 
only have so many cracks left. 

“For me, it means a lot to play for the Leafs and to play at home and to 
help push this team, hopefully, over the edge,” Spezza said. 

“I don’t know if the goal puts it in perspective. But just every day I walk in 
the room, I know what my job is here — and I know what I have to do.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• The Maple Leafs are a sparkling 11-2-0 in their past 13 games with 
Auston Matthews out of the lineup. 

With Matthews sidelined and the dishevelled Flyers in town, Keefe went 
full mad scientist with his forward lines Tuesday: 

Mikheyev — Tavares — Blackwell 

Engvall — Kerfoot — Nylander 

Bunting — Abruzzese — Marner 

Simmonds — Kämpf — Spezza 

• The Islanders’ Mathew Barzal was fined $2,500 for unsportsmanlike 
conduct for this sweater pull of Mitch Marner during Toronto’s win 
Sunday: 

"Hopefully he gets fined for that. That would be great," Marner said 
during his intermission interview, flashing a smile. 

“He’s a good friend of mine, and he’s a competitor out there…. It’s a 
pretty funny moment.” 

• The Leafs are hesitant to place a timeline on Ondrej Kase’s return from 
his latest concussion, but it was heartening to see the winger running 
through drills with a small group of teammates Tuesday morning. He 
won’t travel on the upcoming road trip, but he’s hit the ice four or five 
days in a row and is trending the right way for a hopeful playoff 
appearance. 

“He’s in good spirits,” Keefe said. “The more positive days he can have, 
then we'll start to look at it and think about it.” 

• Rasmus Sandin, the other Leaf on LTIR, hasn’t played for a month and 
counting since injuring his knee in Nashville, but he went through two drill 
sessions Tuesday and looks to be ramping up for a return. 

The defenceman won’t travel this weekend either, but he’s possible to 
draw in against Detroit and/or Boston next week, Toronto’s final two 
games of the season. 

• Both the Tampa Bay Lightning and Boston Bruins, Toronto’s two 
possible Round 1 opponents, sent scouts to take in the game. We’re 
almost at the good stuff, folks. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames get taste of playoff preview after intense 
showdown against Predators 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisApril 20, 2022, 12:56 AM 

 

If indeed this was a first-round playoff preview, Flames fans better buckle 
up. 

Because things could get intense. 

That was certainly the case Tuesday in Nashville where the Flames had 
every reason to be proud of the single point they stole from a desperate 
Predators club. 

Playing in the second half of back-to-back road games, using backup 
Dan Vladar and fighting back from a two-goal deficit, the result should be 
applauded. 

Sure, no one leaves the ice after a shootout loss feeling like they’re on 
top of the world. 

Especially when the team you lost to may be your opening-round playoff 
foe. 

However, there was enough for the Flames to feel good about as they 
debated trying to fly home to Calgary’s spring storm afterwards. 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 
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“Close game,” shrugged Darryl Sutter of a 3-2 loss, settled with a Mikael 
Granlund finish in the skills competition – the only goal scored. 

“No shootouts or three-on-three, no pretty stuff in a week.” 

Well, technically, the two are set to face off again, under regular season 
rules, in a week. 

However, if the intensity and nastiness that started to bubble over in this 
one continues, the Flames’ return engagement at Bridgestone Arena 
may very well look and feel like a post-season set-to. 

The Predators win will certainly help the chances they’ll open the playoffs 
facing Calgary, as they moved two points up on Dallas to remain the first 
wild card. 

For now. 

Nashville has a murderer’s row of opponents for their final five games, 
including another dance with Calgary next week. 

If that game is anything like Tuesday’s the matchup should serve them 
both well. 

“It was a tight game – those are the fun ones to play in,” said Andrew 
Mangiapane, who scored both Flames goals from his office just outside 
the blue paint of the crease.   

“That makes us that much better and you want to be in those close 
games. That’s kind of what playoff hockey is all about so it was a good 
game for us to gear up and get ready for the next couple weeks here.” 

Vladar kept the Flames in it until the midway point of the second period 
when Filip Forsberg and Matt Duchene scored to put up a lead that 
Mangiapane cut in half late in the frame. 

His power-play goal was a shovel job in the crease after the puck 
bounced off Matthew Tkachuk, whose parents drove seven hours from 
Chicago with hopes of seeing him get to 100 points. 

They had to settle for seeing him break his dad’s career-high of 98 points 
with the assist. 

Mangiapane converted his 34th six minutes into the third after Tyler 
Toffoli’s stick broke on a shot attempt, prompting another finish in the 
gritty zone. 

“We showed them, like, I honestly think they don’t want to play us,” said 
Vladar, who made 25 saves and stopped four of five Nashville power 
plays, including one with 1:12 left in overtime. 

“It was 2-0 and they maybe thought it was going to be an easy game, 
and all of a sudden they got those bulldogs in front and they just score. It 
doesn’t matter how, it can be nice, it can be ugly. 

Guys are blocking shots in front of me. Today was tight, playoff hockey.” 

One of those shot blockers was Noah Hanifin, who limped off the ice and 
into the dressing room after taking a shot to the ankle late in overtime, 
while killing off a too many men penalty. 

Lots of face-washing and post-whistle scrums, as well as big hits and 
tight checking. 

A genuine dislike seems to be forming, making them the perfect opening 
test should the final standings dictate it. 

A preview on the other possibility comes Thursday when the Flames host 
the Stars. 

The Flames could clinch the Pacific Division title before that, with an 
Oilers loss Wednesday against Dallas.      
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TSN.CA / Renney retires, Smith to become head of Hockey Canada 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Neither man could make it through the press conference without 
shedding tears. 

With his wife and daughters sitting in the front row, Tom Renney 
announced his retirement as the chief executive officer of Hockey 
Canada on Wednesday in Calgary. Long-time executive Scott Smith is 
taking the reins on July 1. 

“So, this is where the confusion starts,” Renney joked as he took the mic, 
saying that it was, despite the tears, a happy occasion. 

“It’s their turn,” he added, referencing his family. “To my family – my wife, 
Glenda, our daughters, Jessica and Jamie, and our grandchildren - thank 
you for your sacrifices and your support. I look forward being home and 
spending more time together and supporting you in your own 
endeavours.” 

His daughters are currently working on projects concerning mental health 
and travel wellness, and Renney plans on lending a hand. 

Renney, 67, was brought aboard by Hockey Canada in 2014 following 
his career coaching in the National Hockey League, which included head 
coaching stints with the Vancouver Canucks, New York Rangers and 
Edmonton Oilers. 

He oversaw a program that collectively won 28 medals in international 
competition, including nine golds. He began thinking of retirement last 
year and tabbed Smith as his successor.  

Renney recommended Smith, 55, to Hockey Canada’s board and praised 
his leadership qualities during Wednesday’s press conference. 

“I think Scott is a statesman, a steward of the game, and I think he’s 
extremely well spoken,” Renney said. “He’s seen every angle of this 
game, from every denomination and every age group. It’s certainly time 
for him. We are in front of some daunting things coming forward, but I 
think [Smith]’s intellect and ability to articulate his thoughts in a way that 
gives them meaning and gives people purpose is really critical.” 

Founded in 1914, Hockey Canada is the national governing body of the 
sport. It is responsible for growing and administering the game at 
grassroots levels, as well as managing national teams and bidding to 
host International Ice Hockey Federation events like the World Juniors 
and World Hockey Championship.  

Smith, who hails from Bathurst, N.B., joined the organization in 1995 as 
its manager of operations for the Atlantic Centre of Excellence. 

“This is not a position I take lightly, but I am extremely proud to continue 
to build on our strengths while working to make the game accessible for 
everyone,” Smith said. 

Perhaps the most daunting thing is how Hockey Canada will navigate the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Smith emphasized the need to rebuild registration numbers. According to 
annual reports, Hockey Canada had nearly 606,000 registered players 
during the 2019-20 season. In the 2020-21 season, however, there were 
385,190 registered players – a drop of 36 per cent as hockey 
associations had to adapt because of COVID-19. 

Smith and Renney both talked about increasing diversity and 
representation in hockey. Smith also spoke about how he wants to grow 
the number of volunteers in the sport and improve the support available 
to them. 

“When a young lady or young man sign up to be the volunteer president 
of a local minor hockey association, they were not thinking that they 
signed on to be dealing with all the challenges, the polarizing opinions, 
and emotions that came in trying to get kids back on the ice,” Smith said. 

There are a busy few months ahead for Smith and Hockey Canada. The 
World Championship begins in May in Finland, and Alberta will host the 
rescheduled 2022 World Juniors and Hlinka Gretzky Cup during the 
summer.  

As he navigates the new role, Renney’s advice to Smith was simple.  
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“Just be himself,” Renney said. “It seems to work every time.” 
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