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Hurricanes come from behind again, beat Jets to keep pace with Rangers in division race 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes still have a piece of the lead in the 
NHL’s Metropolitan Division, but it took a strong third-period 
push Thursday to keep that piece. 

The Canes battled their way back into the game against the 
Winnipeg Jets at PNC Arena, taking the lead on goals by 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin and then winger Seth Jarvis for a 
4-2 victory. 

The Canes, picking up their 50th win of the season, kept 
pace with the New York Rangers, who topped the Islanders 
6-3 on Thursday. The two teams, who face off Tuesday at 
New York’s Madison Square Garden, both have 108 points 
with four games left in the regular season. 

“We’ve had a lot of these (games) the last month where you 
can’t ask for much more,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “Goalies have played great against us and it looked like 
the same thing tonight.” 

On Thursday, it was Jets goalie Eric Comrie playing great. 
The Canes (50-20-8) had 15 shots in the opening period and 
another 17 in the second before they finally found a way to 
beat Comrie. 

Teuvo Teravainen’s shot from the top of the slot, with Andrei 
Svechnikov screening Comrie, found the net on a four-on-
three Canes power play. Just like that, the game turned with 
30 seconds left in the second. 

“The key was just breaking through there,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Now we’re one shot out, not two. I thought we had a really 
good third and definitely earned that one.” 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour huddles with his 
players during the third period against Winnipeg on 
Thursday, April 21, 2022 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 
Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Jarvis’ goal at 8:21 of the third pushed the Canes in front 3-2 
for their first lead of the game. The goal was challenged by 
Jets interim coach Dave Lowry, who claimed goaltender 
interference by Jarvis, but the goal stood after review. 

Slavin’s goal, his fourth, came after the Canes attacked the 
net, his shot coming to Comrie’s right and glancing off the far 
post with Canes winger Martin Necas lurking. 

Jordan Staal’s empty-net goal with 47 seconds remaining 
made it 4-2, giving goalie Antti Raanta his 14th win of the 

season after a 20-save performance that had the Jets 
manage just five shots in the third. 

Slavin noted that Brind’Amour’s pregame speech Thursday 
dealt with “What are you going to do after bad things 
happen?” Sure enough, the Jets’ Kyle Connor scored his 
44th of the season and Pierre-Luc Dubois his 27th in the 
opening period for a 2-0 lead. 

“Not off to a great start but just stick with it,” Slavin said. “It 
just teaches you resiliency and that’s what you need going 
into the playoffs.” 

The Jets (35-32-11) will not be in the playoffs after what has 
been a disappointing, frustrating season that had head coach 
Paul Maurice step aside and resign in December. But they 
played like a playoff-caliber team the first two periods 
Thursday. 

Jarvis’ goal, his 15th and the third game-winner of his rookie 
season, came against his hometown team. The Winnipeg 
native said he grew up admiring the play of the Jets’ Nikolaj 
Ehlers -- Ehlers the “older” vet at 26 and Jarvis 20. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Seth Jarvis (24) is recognized for 
scoring the game winning goal, following the Hurricanes’ 4-2 
victory over Winnipeg on Thursday, April 21, 2022 at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Jarvis showed some of Ehlers’ grit and scoring touch, going 
to the front of the net and outbattling veteran defenseman 
Nate Schmidt for position to get the puck past Comrie. 

“He looks big out there,” Teravainen said. “Good job in the 
net-front there and a big goal.” 

OF NOTE 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo earned an assist, his 49th point 
of the season. That tied him with Justin Faulk (2014-15) for 
most points by a D-man in Hurricanes history. 

Staal was back in the lineup after missing one game with an 
upper-body injury. Staal took a hard hit from Colorado’s Cale 
Makar in Saturday’s road game. ... 

Canes assistant coach Jeff Daniels was behind the bench 
after suffering a nasty cut at Thursday’s morning skate when 
he was hit on the top of the head by a puck. 
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Here’s what happens if the Hurricanes and Rangers tie for the Metro Division title 

By Justin Pelletier 

The NHL’s points system has caused debate for years, 
particularly the awarding of the so-called “loser” point for a 
team that falls in overtime or a shootout, instituted with the 
advent of the shootout in the pro game in 2005. 

But while a regular-season game can’t end in a tie — thanks 
to the shootout — and a playoff game can’t end in a tie — 
they play multiple overtimes — the teams can certainly tie in 
points earned during the regular season, a path the Carolina 
Hurricanes could very well be walking. 

After the team’s comeback win Thursday night over 
Winnipeg, the Canes are, again, tied for the division lead 
with the New York Rangers, each having 108 points to this 
point in the season. 

With four games to play for each side — including one head-
to-head matchup — a tie in the final standings is a real 
possibility. 

Should that happen, there are five tie-breaking methods the 
league will use to separate the teams in question. 

▪ First, the league will tabulate regulation wins, meaning any 
win earned before heading to overtime. The Canes hold the 
lead over the Rangers here, 44-43. 

▪ Next, the league adds overtime games back to the total. By 
this measure, Carolina (49) would win the division over the 
Rangers (47) if the season ended today. 

▪ If, however, the teams were still tied, the next tiebreaker is 
overall win total. Here, the Rangers have the edge by one at 
the moment, 51-50. 

▪ Another tie would trigger the fourth level of statistical 
comparison, total points earned in head-to-head matchups. 
With one game remaining between the teams (Tuesday, in 
New York), the Canes have the advantage there, 4-2. 

▪ If necessary, a fifth comparison is used: Season-long goal 
differential. There, the Canes are well ensconced in the lead, 
holding a healthy +68 - +50 advantage. 

Of course, these scenarios only apply if the teams finish tied 
in points come the end of next week. What seemed 
improbable just a month ago — the Canes fighting for the 
Metropolitan Division lead — has become a reality after a 
sustained stretch of mediocre hockey. 

After starting the season 14-2, Carolina had put itself in the 
driver’s seat. Another run of wins through December and 
early January put the team at 24-7-1, and it sat at 31-9-2 
when it hit its assigned week-long break before what would 
have been the league’s Olympic break. 

Since that time, however, the Canes have been an average 
team overall, posting a 19-11-6 record. While the Capitals — 
early on the team pushing hardest back at Carolina — also 
faded a bit, the Rangers caught fire. Led by surprising goal-
scoring leader Chris Kreider and the stellar goaltending of 
Igor Shesterkin, New York caught up to the Canes. 

Both teams have four games left to play. The Rangers are at 
Boston on Saturday, then host Carolina next Tuesday, and 
finish the season at home against Montreal and Washington. 

The Canes travel to New Jersey on Saturday afternoon, to 
the New York Islanders on Sunday and to the Rangers on 
Tuesday before returning home for the season finale next 
Thursday against the Devils. 

 

 

Hurricanes assistant coach Jeff Daniels suffers injury when hit in the head by a puck 

By Chip Alexander 

Daniels was hit just before the team’s morning skate at PNC 
Arena, and required medical attention. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Daniels was injured 
when a shot banged off the cross bar and the puck sailed out 
near the blue line, calling it “one of the freakiest things I’ve 
seen.” Brind’Amour said Daniels suffered a “pretty deep 
gash” and had to “get stitched up.” 

Canes trainer Doug Bennett rushed to Daniels’ assistance on 
the ice, placing a towel to Daniels’ head and helping him to 
the locker room. 

The Hurricanes hosted the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday and 
Daniels, who handles the Canes’ forwards during games, 
was back behind the bench. 

Brind’Amour called Daniels’ injury an “occupational hazard.” 
None of the coaches — Brind’Amour, Daniels, Tim Gleason 
or goalie coach Paul Schonfelder — wear helmets during 
practice. 

“It makes you think about it when you see something like that 
because there are a lot of pucks flying around,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

Even helmets can’t prevent head injuries. Defenseman 
Brendan Smith, attempting to block a shot this season, 
suffered a fractured skull when hit near his ear just below the 
helmet. 

During the 2009 Stanley Cup playoffs, Brind’Amour was 
playing and on the bench when hit in the face by a puck. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: What are you going to do when good things happen? 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had one question for his 
team before it beat the Jets 4-2 on Thursday: “What are you 
going to do when bad things happen?” 

“I hate when I say things and they come to fruition like that,” 
he said after the game, referencing the Canes’ two-goal 
deficit before the comeback. “Things certainly didn’t go our 
way, but it was how we responded. That was the key. Just 
sticking with what we were doing. It looked a little scary in 
the second where there was a couple of turnovers in the O-
zone because we were trying to do too much. It never really 
works. But that was about all I can say was iffy about that 
game. We were good.” 

Contrary to some of the takes out there, the sky isn’t falling 
for the Hurricanes, who share first place in the Metropolitan 
Division with the Rangers. But, yeah, recently, what with the 
shortage of power-play goals, the consistent shot volume 
with little to show for it and the struggle to put together a 
winning streak, some “bad things” have happened. 

It looks like the pregame speech resonated with the team. 
Carolina came back from a 2-0 deficit to win its second game 
in a row, and it even included a power-play goal and a gritty 
rebound. Last season, the Canes often stressed being able 
to “get punched in the face and keep going.” Expectations 
are a bit higher now, but they found a way to do that 
Thursday. 

It’s been a while. May I interest you in a vibe check? 

Amen, pal. 

(This tweeter later clarified by room, he meant rookie.) 

This one really sums it up. That win needed to happen. I’m 
not declaring the issues gone, but you have to start to catch 
that playoff vibe somewhere. 

• Our long, international nightmare is over. Thanks to a 
Teuvo Teravainen goal from the point and an Andrei 
Svechnikov screen, the Hurricanes scored on the man 
advantage with less than 30 seconds to go in the second 
period. But does four-on-three technically count as the power 
play? At this point, we’ll allow it. The Canes’ first unit looked 
pretty good the whole night, with a great chance from 
Vincent Trocheck during the Canes’ first power play. Has 
something been fundamentally off with the power play or has 
it just been a dry spell? As I said earlier this week, the way 
it’s been trending has been a source of legitimate concern. It 
looked better in terms of shot generation and got some 
decent chances off Thursday, and it feels like one of those 

situations where they needed to get that first goal for the 
floodgates to potentially open. There was more net-front 
presence on both units Thursday, and that’s been sorely 
missed. I wrote this next part before Teravainen’s shot, and 
he proved me right: “Methinks the Canes could also use a 
few more one-timers and quicker — not necessarily more 
skillful — opportunities. It’s like they’re giving the goalie a 
little too much time to react.” Teravainen wasn’t being cute or 
elusive on his point shot, it was just bing, bang, boom with 
the help of Svechnikov’s dirty work. One goal doesn’t get the 
Canes out of the power-play woods, though. I’d also like to 
see some more opportunities off rebounds and more 
pouncing on loose pucks in front of the net, which is clearly 
easier said than done. 

• Teravainen on the power play: “We’ve been trying to work 
on it every day. Just sometimes you don’t get the bounces. 
Some improvement. We’ve just got to be better at the small 
things. It’s all about the little battles and getting the puck a 
little better. I think we’re getting better.” 

• Oh, would you look at that! The goal that tied it up via 
Jaccob Slavin was right off a Svechnikov rebound. Speaking 
of which, what a dominant performance from Svechnikov that 
didn’t really show up on the scoresheet. Come to think of it, 
that was assist No. 38 on the season for Svechnikov — a 
career high to match the career highs in goals and points he 
set this season. We expect so much out of him that 
sometimes we forget he’s right on schedule. 

• The Hurricanes and the Rangers won Thursday, thus 
clinching that they will be the top two seeds in the 
Metropolitan Division, in no particular order yet. While they’re 
battling it out for the No. 1 spot, both are now at least 
guaranteed home-ice advantage in the first round. 

• Antti Raanta was fine. No notes. 

• Sebastian Aho is two goals shy of tying his career high 
(38). Do we think he matches and/or passes it? 

• One big issue Thursday: It was a brutal start for the 
defense. The Jets’ goals were direct results of defensive 
breakdowns, then there was the Brendan Smith penalty that 
was a result of just not being up to speed. I’d say he made 
up for it with his assist, but still. It wouldn’t hurt to call up 
Jalen Chatfield and keep him among the options for the 
playoffs, which I’m sure the Hurricanes will. 

• Did y’all know the interim head coach of the Jets, Dave 
Lowry, is actually Jets defenseman Adam Lowry’s dad? I 
thought that was a running joke this whole time, and I just 
looked it up during the game. When’s the last time that 
happened in the NHL? 
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Patience pays off in Hurricanes’ 4-2 come-from-behind win 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — It took the Carolina Hurricanes nearly 40 
minutes to get a puck past Winnipeg goalie Eric Comrie. 

Once they finally did it, they had no trouble doing it a couple 
more times. 

Teuvo Teravianen scored with 30 seconds left in the second 
period to halve the Jets’ two-goal lead, then Jaccob Slavin 
and Seth Jarvis scored in the first half of the third period as 
the Hurricanes rallied for a 4-2 win in front of 17,587 
Thursday at PNC Arena. 

“Roddy’s pregame speed today was, ‘What are you going to 
do after bad things happen?’” Hurricanes defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin said. “(We were) not off to a great start, but 
stick with it and it just teaches resiliency. And that’s what you 
need, especially going into playoffs.” 

It looked for a while like the Hurricanes were destined for an 
all-too-familiar “40-plus shots but no points in the standings” 
night, but Teravainen’s 4-on-3 power play goal — on the 
34th of Carolina’s 44 shots of the night — with 30 seconds 
left in the second period opened the floodgates. 

“We’ve had a lot of these in the last month where you can’t 
ask for much more,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
of his tam’s recent hard-luck losses. “The other goalie was 
playing great against us and it was like the same thing. And I 
think the key was just breaking through there at the end of 
the second.” 

The Hurricanes continued the onslaught in the third period. 

Andrei Svechnikov — playing against older brother Evgeny 
— carried the puck into the Jets’ end and backhanded a shot 
wide, retrieved his miss and weaved his way through the 
Winnipeg defense. 

Comrie (42 saves) stopped his wrist shot from the slot, but 
Svechnikov got a second shot on net and Slavin’s wide-
angle rebound shot crossed the goal line just before Martin 
Necas got a stick on it to tie the game at 4:10 of the third. 

“In the third period, Svech kind of took over there,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He made a couple individual plays that 
led to a goal. That was a big turning point there too, getting 
that one in the third right away.” 

Then Jarvis took over, getting position in front of the net and 
screening a point shot from Brendan Smith. 

The shot knocked off Comrie’s mask and then off Jarvis, who 
out-battled Winnipeg defenseman Nate Schmidt and 
knocked in the rebound while falling to the ice for the go-

ahead goal at 8:21. The Jets challenged for goaltender 
interference, but the goal was upheld. 

“I just kind of weaseled my way between the D and the 
goalie,” Jarvis said, “and I was just thanking God that it didn’t 
get called off.” 

Brind’Amour continues to be impressed by the 20-year-old 
who has 15 goals in his rookie season. 

“You’ve got to remember, he’s just new to the league and a 
young kid and not a big guy,” the coach said. “So there’s a 
lot going against him there, but he’s definitely maturing right 
before our eyes.” 

The goal was particularly special for Jarvis, who is a 
Winnipeg native and grew up watching and rooting for many 
of the current Jets. 

“That was awesome,” Jarvis said of scoring against his 
hometown team. “That’s definitely one of the highlights of my 
career so far, scoring against them. And it being the game-
winning goal makes it a little bit sweeter.” 

Jordan Staal added an empty-net goal with 47 seconds left 
to seal the win, which kept Carolina two points ahead of the 
Rangers for first place in the Metropolitan Division with four 
regular season games remaining. 

Things didn’t look so good after the first 20 minutes when the 
Jets jumped out to a lead by scoring twice at even strength. 

After a Jets power play was nullified by a Paul Stastny 
holding penalty, Kyle Connor went at Carolina defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo at 4-on-4. DeAngelo swatted the puck away, 
but Pierre-Luc Dubois retrieved it. DeAngelo and Teravainen 
both went after him, leaving Connor alone for his 44th goal of 
the season at 7:10 of the first. 

Then Dubois called his own number at 18:55, wristing a shot 
through the legs of Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce and 
into the top left corner past Antti Raanta (20 saves) for a 2-0 
Jets lead. 

A 19-shot second period finally paid dividends when the 
Hurricanes scored on the power play with their final shot of 
the middle frame. 

With play at 4-on-4 after Dubois and Vincent Trocheck took 
matching minors, Winnipeg defenseman Josh Morrissey was 
called for hooking on Sebastian Aho. 

Aho and the Hurricanes made the Jets pay when he set up 
Teravainen for a shot that beat Comrie for his 20th goal of 
the season and a 2-1 Winnipeg lead with 30 seconds left in 
the second period. 
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“He’s hard on himself, so it was good to see it go in,” 
Brind’Amour said of Teravainen breaking out of a two-points-
in-six-games funk to score. 

It was also good to see Carolina’s power play score for the 
second time in three games after going seven straight 
without a goal. 

“We’ve been trying to work on it every day,” Teravainen said. 
“Sometimes you don’t get the bounces, but I think there was 
some (improvement). … It’s all about little battles and taking 
care of the puck a little better. So I think we’re getting better.” 

Notes: Jeff Daniels, who was struck with a puck during the 
morning skate and left the ice bleeding from the top of his 
head, was able to be on the bench for the game with the 
wound stitched up. … Tony DeAngelo matched his career 
high with seven shots on goal. He also had that many shots 
on Jan. 9, 2020, when he had a hat trick and five points for 
the Rangers in a 6-3 win over the Devils. … Brendan Smith 
finished with six shots, also matching his career high. He had 
done it twice before: March 12, 2015, and Nov. 23, 2013, 
both losses when he was with the Red Wings. … Andrei 
Svechnikov got his 38th assist, a new career high. Evgeny 
Svechnikov played just 3:59 for the Jets. … Carolina now 
has five players with at least 20 goals. 

 

 

Early Raleigh arrival for Kochetkov, Hurricanes’ possible ‘goalie of the future’ 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Rod Brind’Amour has a pretty simple 
philosophy on goaltending. So when he was asked 
Wednesday if the language barrier between him and rookie 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov would pose any problems, 
Brind’Amour said the 22-year-old Russian only needs to 
understand three words. 

“Stop. The. Puck.” 

Brind’Amour has always taken a laissez faire approach to the 
Carolina crease, leaving the bulk of the oversight to his 
goalie coach. 

His current one, Paul Schonfelder, has liked what he’s seen 
from Kochetkov. 

“I watch all his games in the American League,” Schonfelder 
said of the 15 games Kochetkov has played with the Chicago 
Wolves since coming over from his KHL team in Russia. 
“He’s been real good down there. Just dynamic: big kid, 
covers a lot of net, can move quick east-west, good hands.” 

Schonfelder hasn’t been able to work one-on-one with 
Kochetkov since the team last held a development camp pre-
pandemic, but there’s one attribute that needs no instruction. 

“You can’t teach size,” Schonfelder said of the 6-foot-3, 205-
pound Kochetkov. “He’s a big presence in net.” 

And during his brief time in Chicago — he was recalled two 
days shy of the two-month anniversary of his first start with 
the Wolves — Kochetkov has also endeared himself to 
teammates and fans with his fiery play. 

Since coming to North America, Kochetkov has chirped at an 
opposing bench, skated the length of the ice when the other 
team’s goalie engaged in a scrum, and he’s even nearly 
scored an empty-net goal. 

“He’s a fan favorite with his teammates and a good guy in 
the room,” Schonfelder said. “But yeah, he plays with 
passion, and hopefully we see a little bit of that when his time 
comes here.” 

That time could come soon. With Frederik Andersen injured, 
the Hurricanes have shifted No. 1 duties to Antti Raanta. So 
while they want to get Raanta in a good groove if he needs 
to start in the postseason, they also want to be careful about 
not overworking him. 

Raanta will start Thursday at home against the Jets, but 
Carolina then has back-to-back afternoon road games 
Saturday and Sunday against the Devils and Islanders, 
respectively. After that, the Hurricanes’ penultimate game of 
the regular season could decide the Metropolitan Division 
when they travel to Madison Square Garden to face the 
Rangers on Tuesday. 

It would make sense to give Kochetkov one of the two 
weekend games. 

“I think so,” Schonfelder said when asked if he anticipated 
Kochetkov playing before the end of the regular season. 
“With Freddie out, we want to get Rants into some games 
here and get him into a rhythm. 

“We take it game by game, so we’ll see how it goes 
(Thursday), that’s what we’re worried about. And down the 
line, we’ll see where we can plug him in.” 

A lot also hinges on the status of Andersen. Brind’Amour 
said Wednesday that the goalie had undergone an MRI, 
presumably on his left knee. The injury, suffered Saturday in 
Colorado, is unrelated to Andersen’s knee troubles with 
Toronto chronicled on Amazon Prime’s “All or Nothing” 
docuseries from last season. While Andersen hasn’t 
resumed skating, he is working off-ice and the team is 
hopeful he’ll be ready for the playoffs. 

If not, Raanta will enter the playoffs as the team’s top goalie. 
And even if he’s not needed this postseason, Kochetkov is 
an ace in the hole for the Hurricanes down the road. 

“Everything that he’s shown us up to this date, it’s been 
really good,” Schonfelder said. “I don’t want to look too far 
down the road, and goaltending is tough too — it takes a little 
bit of time. 

“But yeah, in my mind he’s definitely somebody that we want 
to have around for a long time.” 
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Recap: Canes Complete Comeback, Ground Jets 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes trailed 2-1 going 
into the third period Thursday, but struck three times in the 
final frame to take a 4-2 victory over the Winnipeg Jets. 

The Rundown: 

For a second straight Thursday at PNC Arena, the visiting 
netminder became a story early, as Eric Comrie made some 
mammoth stops to keep Winnipeg from falling behind in the 
opening stages. Last week it was Alex Nedeljkovic doing 
everything for Detroit, tonight Comrie was making save after 
save, allowing the Jets to eventually claim the game's first 
goal despite Carolina's attacks. 

In fact, not only did they get the first, they also got the 
second as well, taking a 2-0 advantage into the second - 
although they were being outshot 15-7. 

During the second Comrie's high-level performance 
continued, turning away 18 more shots. However, before 
Winnipeg could take their two-goal advantage into the third, 
the Canes were given an abbreviated four-on-three to try and 
take some of the momentum heading into the final frame. 

The outcome? A Teuvo Teravainen power play tally, serving 
as what would be a big turning point in the game with just 30 
seconds to go in the middle period. 

Getting one by Comrie turned out to be what was needed for 
the floodgates to open, as Carolina came back out for the 
third with more wind in their sails. 

It took just 4:10 for Jaccob Slavin to earn the game-tying 
tally, following up an incredible effort by Andrei Svechnikov 
and cleaning up the scraps to make it 2-2. 

4:11 after Slavin's marker, Winnipeg-born Seth Jarvis put 
home the game-winner for Carolina, also putting back a 
rebound to give his team their first lead of the night. 

Then with the 3-2 advantage, Carolina's dominance held 
Winnipeg to just one shot in the opening 11:50 of the third 
period. It was all Canes the rest of the way, eventually 
reaching a final shot total of 46-22. 

Before the final horn sounded, Jordan Staal, who was 
making his return to the lineup after leaving Saturday's third 
period early and missing Monday's meeting in Arizona, hit 
the empty net, giving him his ninth goal in his last seven 
games. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening remarks, post-game... 

"It looked like a familiar game. Thankfully, tonight we got the 
result. We've had a lot of these games over the last month. 

You can't ask for much more, the other goalies have just 
been playing great against us and then it starts to look like 
the same thing. I think the key was just breaking through 
there at the end of the second and saying 'okay, we're one 
shot out now, not two'. Then I thought we had a really good 
third and we definitely deserved that one." 

Jaccob Slavin on Andrei Svechnikov, who set up the 
defenseman's goal in the third... 

"He's a special player, we've always known it. Ever since he 
was a rookie we've known that he's had that ability and he's 
just getting smarter now. He's always had poise and now 
he's continuing to get better and better and more confident. 
It's always nice as a defenseman to be able to give someone 
like that the puck." 

Teuvo Teravainen offering remarks on the power play, which 
has been a point of emphasis for improvement as of late... 

"We've been trying to work on it every day. Sometimes you 
just don't get the bounces, but we've been trying to improve 
and get better at the small things. It's all about the battles 
and taking care of the puck a little better." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Friday before departing 
for Newark. They'll then take on the Devils Saturday 
afternoon. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Tony DeAngelo had a game-high seven shots. 
Brendan Smith followed him with six. 

 DeAngelo also picked up his 39th assist of the 
season tonight, now leaving him just one shy of the 
Canes all-time single season record for helpers by a 
defenseman (40 - Joni Pitkanen, 2009-10). 

 Tervainen's second period tally gave him 20 on the 
season, becoming the fifth player on the team to hit 
that mark this year. It is the first time the Canes 
have had five 20-goal scorers since 2006-07. 

 Antti Raanta earned the win in net, stopping 20 out 
of 22. 

 With the win the Canes advance to 50-20-8, 
hanging onto first place in the Metropolitan Division. 

 Also with the win, the Canes are guaranteed to 
finish no lower than second in the Metro, meaning 
they will have home ice for the first round of the 
2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
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Hurricanes rally past Jets, keep pace in Metropolitan Division race 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Seth Jarvis scored the go-ahead goal in 
the third period for the Carolina Hurricanes, who kept pace in 
the Metropolitan Division race with a 4-2 win against the 
Winnipeg Jets at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Jarvis made it 3-2 at 8:21 when he won a net-front battle with 
Jets defenseman Nate Schmidt and scored on the rebound 
of Brendan Smith's slap shot from the point.  

The goal was the 15th of the season for the rookie forward, 
who is from Winnipeg. 

"That was awesome," Jarvis said. "That's definitely one of 
the highlights of my career so far, scoring against them. 
Being the game-winning goal makes it a little bit sweeter." 

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and an assist, Jaccob Slavin 
scored, and Antti Raanta made 20 saves for the Hurricanes 
(50-20-8), who have won two in a row and remained tied for 
first in the Metropolitan Division with the New York Rangers, 
who defeated the New York Islanders 6-3 on Thursday. 

"We've had a lot of these the last month, where you can't ask 
for much more," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "The 
other goalies have been playing great against us, and tonight 
it looked like the same thing. I think the key was just breaking 
through there at the end of the second." 

Pierre-Luc Dubois had a goal and an assist, and Kyle 
Connor scored for the Jets (35-32-11), who have lost four 
straight and eight of 10 (2-7-1). Eric Comrie made an NHL 
career-high 42 saves. 

"We're in the business to win hockey games," Winnipeg 
coach Dave Lowry said. "When you don't win hockey games, 
disappointment will resonate. These guys care, that's the 
biggest thing. They're going to compete right to the end." 

Connor scored his 44th of the season to put the Jets up 1-0 
at 7:10 of the first period. Connor skated the length of the ice 

battling for the puck with Tony DeAngelo before Dubois 
gained possession, circled the net, and set up Connor for a 
shot into an open net. 

Dubois then made it 2-0 at 18:55 with a wrist shot from the 
left circle that went through the legs of Hurricanes 
defenseman Brett Pesce and over Raanta's glove. 

Teravainen cut it to 2-1 with 30 seconds left in the second 
period. He scored on a wrist shot through a screen from the 
high slot during a 4-on-3 power play.  

Carolina had gone 1-for-21 with the man-advantage in its 
previous nine games. 

"We've been trying to work on [the power play] every day," 
Teravainen said. "We've got to be better at the small things. 
It's all about the little battles and taking care of the puck a 
little better. I think we're getting better." 

Slavin tied it 2-2 at 4:10 of the third period when he pinched 
in and scored from along the goal line on the rebound of 
Andrei Svechnikov's initial chance. 

After Jarvis gave the Hurricanes the lead, Jordan Staal shot 
into an empty net with 47 seconds remaining for the 4-2 final. 

"We knew they were going to press and they were going to 
come hard," Comrie said. "We played as hard as we could. 
It's just they're a good team. It's been a difficult road trip, and 
we're hopefully going to get some more wins when we get 
back home." 

NOTES: Carolina has clinched at least the No. 2 seed in the 
Metropolitan Division and will have home-ice advantage in 
the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. … It was 
Winnipeg's first regulation loss when leading after two 
periods this season (25-0-1 entering game). … Jets forward 
Blake Wheeler was minus-3. … Svechnikov (38) and 
DeAngelo (39) each set NHL career highs in assists. … Staal 
has scored nine goals in his past seven games. He scored 
eight goals in his first 68 games this season. 
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Jarvis helps Hurricanes rally from 2 down to beat Jets 4-2 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Seth Jarvis has been watching his 
Carolina Hurricanes teammates closely as a rookie learning 
the NHL game. And he’s following their advice when it 
comes to finding the back of the net. 

“Go to the net,” Jarvis said of the veterans’ message, “and 
good things will happen.” 

Jarvis made good by scoring on a contact-filled rebound at 
8:21 of the third period, helping the Hurricanes overcome a 
two-goal deficit and beat the Winnipeg Jets 4-2 on Thursday 
night. 

It marked Jarvis’ 15th goal of the season and it proved 
critical in helping Carolina avoid losing ground in the race for 
the Metropolitan Division lead. 

Jarvis’ score came after he took up position atop the crease 
as teammate Brendan Smith fired a straightaway shot. The 
puck hit Eric Comrie in the helmet, then Comrie’s helmet 
came off as Jarvis made contact while reaching over and 
around him to swipe at the loose puck. 

Jarvis stayed on his feet long enough while jostling with 
Winnipeg defenseman Nate Schmidt to push the puck into 
the net for the 3-2 lead on a play that ended with Jarvis 
laying on his stomach alongside Comrie. 

The goal stood on a challenge by the Jets for goaltender 
interference, pushing the Hurricanes to their first lead of the 
night. 

“I just kind of weaseled my way between the D and the 
goalie,” Jarvis said, “and was just thanking God that didn’t 
get called off.” 

Comrie didn’t seem certain whether the puck or Jarvis 
knocked his mask off in those frantic moments. 

“I think it should have been a goal,” Comrie said. “I mean, the 
puck was continuing behind me. Play continued. It didn’t put 
me in any danger. It was just, the puck was right there, he 
tapped it in backdoor.” 

Teuvo Teravainen and Jaccob Slavin also scored in the rally 
for the Hurricanes, who remained tied with the New York 
Rangers for the Metropolitan lead. Captain Jordan Staal 
added an empty-net goal in the final minute. 

Antti Raanta, pressed into a lead role due to an injury to No. 
1 goaltender Frederik Andersen, made 20 saves for 
Carolina. The Hurricanes had a 46-22 edge in shots. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle Connor scored first-period goals 
for Winnipeg. Comrie made 42 saves, including multiple big 

stops in the second period as the Hurricanes began to 
control play. Teravainen’s power-play score in the final 
minute of the second period gave the Hurricanes a lift after 
they had done everything that period except find the back of 
the net. 

The Jets ended a six-game trip with their fourth straight loss. 
They were eliminated from postseason contention 
Wednesday, marking the first time they’ll miss the playoffs 
since the 2016-17 season. 

“We know where we are in the standings, we know where 
we’re at,” Schmidt said. “But you do know that you can still 
show up and put yourself in good positions to win games. 
We’re still in the business of winning games.” 

SVECH’S SHIFT 

Slavin’s putaway at the post early in the third tied the game, 
but it was set up by Andrei Svechnikov’s dominating shift. 

The 6-foot-2 forward charged in on the left side on Comrie 
only to be stopped at the crease. But he maintained 
possession of the puck and skated back out around the right 
side before turning strongly up the middle. His first shot was 
deflected, but he followed with another as he closed in on 
Comrie, with the puck kicking loose to Slavin for the finish 

“In the third period, Svech kind of took over there,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

MISSED CHANCE 

The Jets nearly had a 3-0 lead, but Zach Sanford pinged the 
left post on an odd-man rush against Raanta with about 3 1/2 
minutes left in the second.  

BAD LUCK 

The Hurricanes’ injury report for this one included assistant 
coach Jeff Daniels. Brind’Amour said Daniels needed a few 
stitches after taking a puck off the head before the team’s 
morning skate.  

In what Brind’Amour called “one of the freakiest things I’ve 
seen,” the puck apparently had bounced off a crossbar and 
bounced all the way to hit Daniels near the blue line. Daniels 
was behind the bench for this one. 

UP NEXT 

Jets: Host Colorado on Sunday in the start of four straight 
home games to close the regular season. 

Hurricanes: At New Jersey on Saturday in the first of three 
straight road games. 
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New Jersey hosts Carolina on 5-game home skid 

Carolina Hurricanes (50-20-8, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
New Jersey Devils (27-43-7, seventh in the Metropolitan) 

Newark, New Jersey; Saturday, 12:30 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: New Jersey takes on Carolina looking to 
break its five-game home slide. 

The Devils are 9-13-2 against opponents in the Metropolitan. 
New Jersey ranks 10th in the Eastern Conference recording 
8.1 points per game, averaging 3.0 goals and 5.1 assists. 

The Hurricanes are 13-8-1 against the rest of their division. 
Carolina is 13th in the Eastern Conference with 34.1 shots 
per game and is averaging 3.3 goals. 

Carolina knocked off New Jersey 2-1 in the last meeting 
between these teams on Jan. 29. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Jack Hughes leads the Devils with 26 
goals, adding 30 assists and totaling 56 points. Yegor 

Sharangovich has six goals over the last 10 games for New 
Jersey. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 36 goals and has 
78 points. Jordan Staal has 11 points over the last 10 games 
for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Devils: 3-5-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.3 
assists, 3.3 penalties and 9.6 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.7 goals per game with an .872 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 5-5-0, averaging 3.1 goals, 5.6 assists, 3.7 
penalties and 8.2 penalty minutes while allowing 3.1 goals 
per game with an .873 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Devils: Miles Wood: out for season (hip), Jack 
Hughes: out for season (knee), Jonas Siegenthaler: out for 
season (hand). 

Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi: day to day (undisclosed), Jordan Staal: day to 
day (upper body).
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Canes turn on the afterburners in comeback win over Jets 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes actually managed to channel some 
goals in their 46-shot onslaught against the Winnipeg Jets, 
scoring four unanswered to secure a 4-2 win at PNC Arena 
Thursday night.  

The Hurricanes’ power play kept the ball rolling with a timely 
goal and Antti Raanta made 20 saves in the start. 

Through the opening 20 minutes, the Hurricanes had outshot 
the Jets 17-7. Winnipeg had their backup, Eric Comrie, in net 
as Connor Hellebyuck was dealing with an illness. The 
Hurricanes also had three power play opportunities. 

So naturally the score after the first period was 2-0 Jets. 

It was yet another case of the Hurricanes going through the 
“process,” but not getting rewarded for it. 

The first goal was the result of a failure to knock the puck off 
of Kyle Connor’s stick, as the winger skated down into the 
Canes’ zone. When the two Hurricanes on him managed to 
jarr the puck loose, it was picked up by Pierre-Luc Dubois 
behind the Canes net who fed it back to Connor who was by 
himself now on the other side. 

The second goal came off of a neutral zone turnover leading 
to Winnipeg entering the offensive zone and, after a few 
cycles, Dubois turned and rifled a wrister past Antti Raanta.  

The second period didn’t start off much better as a few 
clutched sticks and forced plays kept giving the Jets odd-
man rushes, but luckily they couldn’t capitalize either. 

Finally though, the Hurricanes got their best chance of the 
game as coincidental minors followed by a Winnipeg penalty 
gave Carolina’s top power play some extra space to work 

with on a 4-on-3. The period clock counted down and Teuvo 
Teravainen received a pass, skated it into the slot and 
released a 74mph wrist shot past Comrie. 

That was the spark the Canes needed. 

They came out buzzing in the third period and before long 
the Hurricanes found the equalizer. 

Andrei Svechnikov was a man on a mission as he took 
control for the goal. After receiving an outlet pass, he 
executed a power move to the front of the Winnipeg net, 
stopped, recollected the puck stickhandled it around and 
back to the slot, took a shot, blocked, kept with it, put it back 
on goal, stopped, but Jaccob Slavin activated from the 
blueline and chipped the puck in. 

Carolina was back in business and had all the momentum.  

Moments after the Slavin equalizer, Seth Jarvis put his team 
ahead. 

Sandwiched between Comrie and Nate Schmidt, Jarvis was 
in tight, but that didn’t stop him from battling around both 
players and potting home the rebound off of a Brendan Smith 
blast. 

The Hurricanes kept up the pressure from there and after the 
Jets lifted Comrie to try and find an equalizer of their own, 
Jordan Staal broke loose and iced the game. 

The Hurricanes will be back in action on Saturday as they 
play an 12:30 afternoon matinee against the New Jersey 
Devils at the Prudential Center.  
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Jarvis, Slavin, Teravainen on comeback win 

By Ryan Henkel  

It looked like it was going to gear up to be another frustrating 
game for the Carolina Hurricanes where they heavily 
outshoot an opponent and still come up empty, but then 
some timely goals by Teuvo Tervainen and Seth Jarvis 
helped propel the Canes to a victory. 

The Canes stifled the Jets offense after conceding two goals 
and countered with four of their own to win in front of the 
PNC Arena crowd. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Jarvis, Jaccob Slavin and Teravainen spoke with the media. 
Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On pushing the opposing defense back tonight: It kind of 
looked like a familiar game. Thankfully we got a different 
result. We’ve had a lot of these ones where we can’t ask for 
much more and the goalie was playing great against us and 
it looked like the same thing. I think the key was breaking 
through at the end of the second. Just coming out being one 
shot out, not two. I thought we had a really good third and 
definitely needed that one. 

On the theme of his pre-game speech being, “What are you 
going to do when bad things happen?”: I hate when I say 
things and they come to fruition like that. Things certainly 
didn’t go our way, but it was how we responded. That was 
the key. Just sticking with what we were doing. It looked a 
little scary in the second where there was a couple of 
turnovers in the o-zone because we were trying to do too 
much. It never really works. But that was about all I can say 
was iffy about that game. We were good. 

On the power play getting back up to speed: The first three 
were really solid. You’re looking to see if we’re creating any 
chances and we definitely did. The last one wasn’t so good, 
but that happens sometimes. You get up and you’re not 
really sure and the other team is kind of going for it. But the 
power play was good. That was the turning point to get us 
back into the game. 

On Teuvo Teravainen getting back on the score sheet: More 
for himself. He’s hard on himself, so it was good to see it go 
in. 

On the Trocheck line seeming to finally find a personnel fit: 
They were really good. The third period especially, I mean 
Svechnikov kind of took over there. Made a couple of 
individual plays that led to a goal. That was a big turning 
point there too. Getting that to go in. 

On why there have been so many games that have gone 
with this flow: We play hard. Our guys play hard. It’s a 
testament to the group to be sure. They put there work boots 
on every night. That’s the game, but if we can play like that, 
we’ll take that all the time. I’ve said that in the games we 
were losing. That’s the exact same game other than the 
goalie making all the saves. In those games, what else are 
you going to do? I was pretty happy with the game. 

On Seth Jarvis: He’s been great. You’ve got to remember 
how he’s new to the league, young kid and he’s not a big 
guy, so there’s a lot going against him, but he’s definitely 
maturing before our eyes. He’s earned his spot in the lineup 
and he’s definitely earned his ice time. 

Seth Jarvis 

On having a night where things went their way: It was nice. I 
think it was a good execution as a whole. I think we had 
more than enough chances to score and sometimes you just 
have to wait till near the end of the game. We did and we 
capitalized. I thought we played a pretty solid game overall. 
Just getting those bounces is nice. 

On scoring against his hometown team: It’s so cool. That 
was awesome. That’s definitely the highlight of my career so 
far, scoring against them. It being a game-winning goal 
makes it a little bit sweeter. 

On getting to the net and winning battles: That’s where you 
score a lot of goals in this league. I’ve learned that just by 
watching other guys and I did what they told me. Just go to 
the net and good things will happen. Just kind of weaseled 
my way between the D and the goalie and I was thanking 
God that it didn’t get called off. 

On the goaltender interference challenge: The puck hit his 
helmet and then it hit me and bounced behind him. They 
watched it for like three minutes and I was like, “This is the 
one that gets called back?” But thankfully it didn’t. 

Jaccob Slavin 

On sticking with it and doing things the right way: There’s lots 
of ups and downs in hockey and Roddy’s pregame speech 
before the game today was, “What are you going to do when 
bad things happen?” So, not off to a great start, but we stuck 
with it and it just teaches resiliency and that’s what you need, 
especially going into the playoffs. The more we can get that, 
the better chances we have. 

On if he was shooting or passing on his goal: It was a shot, it 
was just no raiseys. No biggie. It was a shot though. 

On Andrei Svechnikov: He’s a special player. We’ve always 
known it. Even when he was a rookie in the league, he had 
that ability. He’s just getting smarter — and he’s always had 
poise — but just continuing to get better and more confident. 
He plays a hard game so it’s always nice as a defenseman 
to give someone like that the puck. 

On refocusing after mistakes or miscues: We play an 
aggressive style. Our d-corp can skate really well so we’re 
always up in the play, always trying to keep pucks alive or 
whatever it may be. But, I think just having that mental reset 
and getting back to defense first, but also if we don’t play 
aggressive, we’re kind of sitting back almost. So not losing 
that, but making sure that we have the mentality of 
everything hard and everything quick when the puck’s on our 
stick and when the puck isn’t on our stick, making sure we’re 
still skating and having good positioning. We’d rather have 
[those mistakes] now than in the playoffs, but we’ll be good. 
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On the top power play getting back into form: It was a good 
night. It’s always a good boost of confidence and we need to 
make sure that thing is firing on all cylinders going into the 
playoffs. That’s something that’s going to be a game 
changer. 

On preparing for opponents like Kyle Connor: We just play it 
like we’d play anyone else. Obviously know when he’s on the 
ice, but our game’s aggressive and there’s not a lot of time 
and space out there, so we just need to make sure that’s 
being taken care of. He’s a special player, but that doesn’t 
change anything that we do. 

Teuvo Teravainen 

On the power play getting back on track: We’ve been trying 
to work on it everyday. Just sometimes you don’t get the 
bounces. Some improvement. We’ve just got to be better at 

the small things. It’s all about the little battles and getting the 
puck a little better. I think we’re getting better. 

On a game going the right way: It was big. Down two goals 
but we always have the belief that we just play our game and 
that we’ll get our goals. We don’t start cheating. Just keep 
going and try to take over the game. 

On Seth Jarvis: He looks big out there. Good job on the net 
front there. Got a big goal. He’s been playing really good for 
us and I think he’ll only get a lot better. Good for him. 

On Rod’s speech before the game: We always just keep 
going whatever the score is. It doesn’t really matter. We try 
to play the same way every time still. Sometimes you get the 
bounces and get the goals and sometimes not. It’s just how it 
goes. 
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Canes battle back for 4-2 comeback win over Winnipeg  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

When it rains, it pours. 

The Carolina Hurricanes taught goalie Eric Comrie and the 
Winnipeg Jets this lesson with a 4-2 comeback victory on 
Thursday, April 21 in PNC Arena. Carolina doused the 
Winnipeg net with shots all night, outshooting the Jets 46-22, 
and eventually broke the seal late in the second period 
before pulling away in the third. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour centered his pre-game around 
what to do when bad things happen, and that subject proved 
to be topical. Despite an early 2-0 deficit the Hurricanes (50-
20-8) clawed their way back into the game and secured a 
valuable two points against the Jets (35-32-11). 

“I hate when I say things and they come to fruition like that,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Things certainly didn’t go our way, but it 
was how we responded. That was the key. Just sticking with 
what we were doing.” 

The Canes doubled the Jets in shots over the first two 
periods, 34-17, but Comrie held off the Hurricanes until the 
final minute of the second period when left wing Teuvo 
Teräväinen fired a pellet into the net during a 4-on-3 power 
play. 

BIG goal from Turbo! pic.twitter.com/eu8Y4CHBVa 

— x-Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) April 22, 2022 

For a team coming out of a power play slump, scoring just 
once on its last 21 opportunities prior to puck drop, the 
Canes looked much better while up a man against the Jets. 
Before Teräväinen’s goal, Carolina had three power play 
opportunities that saw it do just about everything except find 
twine. Even though they didn’t score, the improved 
performances on the power play helped the Hurricanes 
offense build momentum leading up to that opening goal. 

“The first three were really solid,” Brind’Amour said. “You’re 
looking to see if we’re creating any chances and we definitely 
did. The last one wasn’t so good, but that happens 
sometimes. … But the power play was good. That was the 
turning point to get us back into the game. 

Right wing Andrei Svechnikov took the proverbial bull by the 
horns to engineer the game-tying goal early in the third 

period. Svechnikov rushed into the offensive zone with a 
head of steam, peppered a few solo shots towards the net 
until a rebound found defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who 
tucked the puck into the net. 

All. Tied. Up. pic.twitter.com/JhWSvsC7Oz 

— x-Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) April 22, 2022 

Center and Winnipeg native Seth Jarvis gave Carolina its 
first lead of the night just over four minutes later. Teräväinen 
dished the puck to defenseman Brendan Smith who fired a 
bullet towards the net from the top of the offensive zone. 

Comrie made the initial save, but the 5-foot-10, 175-pound 
Jarvis held his own in the slot, shimmying between Comrie 
and Nate Schmidt to sweep the rebound into the net. 
Winnipeg challenged the play for goalie interference, but the 
goal was upheld. 

“That’s where you score a lot of goals in this league,” Jarvis 
said. “I’ve learned that just by watching other guys and I did 
what they told me. Just go to the net and good things will 
happen. Just weaseled my way between the D and the 
goalie and I was thanking God that it didn’t get called off.” 

Goaltender Antti Raanta had a quietly good night on the 
other end of the ice. Although Raanta was too slow to get 
across and stop Kyle Connor’s game-opener, the 32-year-old 
Finn made several key saves down the stretch to keep 
Carolina in contention and later maintain its lead. 

Raanta’s other allowed goal came on an impressive shot 
through traffic by Pierre-Luc Dubois in the first period. 
Dubois’ was the sort of goal that opposing netminders just 
have to tip their cap to, but Raanta ultimately got the job 
done with 20 saves. 

The Jets upped their pressure on the puck as the minutes 
wound down, but center Jordan Staal sealed the deal in the 
final minute with an empty net goal. With just four games left 
in the regular season, Staal is getting hot just in time for the 
playoffs. After struggling to find the net for much of the 
season, Staal has scored seven goals in his last five games. 

The Canes will travel north for their last road trip of the 
regular season, starting with the New Jersey Devils on 
Saturday, April 23. Puck drops at 12:30 p.m. 
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Hurricanes notch 50th win of season in rally, beat Winnipeg 4-2  

By Kayla Morton  

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP/WNCN) — Seth Jarvis scored on a 
contact-filled rebound at 8:21 of the third period to help the 
Carolina Hurricanes overcome a two-goal deficit and beat 
the Winnipeg Jets 4-2 on Thursday night.  

Teuvo Teravainen and Jaccob Slavin also scored in the rally 
for the Hurricanes (50-20-8), who entered the night tied with 
the New York Rangers (51-21-6) for the Metropolitan 
Division lead.  

Captain Jordan Staal also added an empty-net goal in the 
final minute to seal the deal. Staal was listed as day-to-day 
by head coach Rod Brind’Amour on Monday, but played in 
Thursday’s game — a major plus to the playoffs that are 
around the corner. 

Antti Raanta, pressed into a lead role due to an injury to No. 
1 goaltender Frederik Andersen, made 20 saves for 
Carolina.  

The Hurricanes goalie fell awkwardly while making a save in 
Saturday’s game before being helped off the ice. There is 
currently no timetable for his return. So much so that they 
recalled a third goalie, Pyotr Kochetkov, for emergency 
reasons earlier this week, too. 

Pierre-Luc Dubois and Kyle Connor scored first-period goals 
for Winnipeg (35-32-11) who went up 2-0 after the first 
period. 

Carolina has four games remaining in the regular season, 
including a Tuesday matchup at Madison Square Garden 
with the Rangers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260648852.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260651732.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260631782.html 

https://theathletic.com/3264343/2022/04/21/hurricanes-vibe-check-what-are-you-going-to-do-when-good-things-happen/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/patience-pays-off-in-hurricanes-4-2-come-from-behind-win/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/early-raleigh-arrival-for-kochetkov-hurricanes-possible-goalie-of-the-future/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-complete-comeback-ground-jets/c-333250896 

https://www.nhl.com/news/winnipeg-jets-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-333152154 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-2879c66d10310d26772a687cd15349a0 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-jersey-carolina-hurricanes-devils-60f0939a1ba34878aa7c0b2cffab4d4e 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/22/23036820/carolina-hurricanes-outshoot-and-blow-past-winnipeg-jets-in-raleigh-jarvis-slavin-teravainen 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/21/23036713/they-said-it-brindamour-jarvis-slavin-teravainen-on-carolina-hurricanes-comeback-win-jets 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-battle-back-for-4-2-comeback-win-over-winnipeg/article_de01299e-c1ee-11ec-bac3-
b3f1e81e1c64.html 

https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/hurricanes-notch-50th-win-of-season-in-rally-beat-winnipeg-4-2/  
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Hurricanes come from behind again, beat Jets to keep pace with 
Rangers in division race 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED APRIL 21, 2022 11:55 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes still have a piece of the lead in the NHL’s 
Metropolitan Division, but it took a strong third-period push Thursday to 
keep that piece. 

The Canes battled their way back into the game against the Winnipeg 
Jets at PNC Arena, taking the lead on goals by defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin and then winger Seth Jarvis for a 4-2 victory. 

The Canes, picking up their 50th win of the season, kept pace with the 
New York Rangers, who topped the Islanders 6-3 on Thursday. The two 
teams, who face off Tuesday at New York’s Madison Square Garden, 
both have 108 points with four games left in the regular season. 

“We’ve had a lot of these (games) the last month where you can’t ask for 
much more,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Goalies have played 
great against us and it looked like the same thing tonight.” 

On Thursday, it was Jets goalie Eric Comrie playing great. The Canes 
(50-20-8) had 15 shots in the opening period and another 17 in the 
second before they finally found a way to beat Comrie. 

Teuvo Teravainen’s shot from the top of the slot, with Andrei Svechnikov 
screening Comrie, found the net on a four-on-three Canes power play. 
Just like that, the game turned with 30 seconds left in the second. 

“The key was just breaking through there,” Brind’Amour said. “Now we’re 
one shot out, not two. I thought we had a really good third and definitely 
earned that one.” 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour huddles with his players 
during the third period against Winnipeg on Thursday, April 21, 2022 at 
PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Jarvis’ goal at 8:21 of the third pushed the Canes in front 3-2 for their first 
lead of the game. The goal was challenged by Jets interim coach Dave 
Lowry, who claimed goaltender interference by Jarvis, but the goal stood 
after review. 

Slavin’s goal, his fourth, came after the Canes attacked the net, his shot 
coming to Comrie’s right and glancing off the far post with Canes winger 
Martin Necas lurking. 

Jordan Staal’s empty-net goal with 47 seconds remaining made it 4-2, 
giving goalie Antti Raanta his 14th win of the season after a 20-save 
performance that had the Jets manage just five shots in the third. 

Slavin noted that Brind’Amour’s pregame speech Thursday dealt with 
“What are you going to do after bad things happen?” Sure enough, the 

Jets’ Kyle Connor scored his 44th of the season and Pierre-Luc Dubois 
his 27th in the opening period for a 2-0 lead. 

“Not off to a great start but just stick with it,” Slavin said. “It just teaches 
you resiliency and that’s what you need going into the playoffs.” 

The Jets (35-32-11) will not be in the playoffs after what has been a 
disappointing, frustrating season that had head coach Paul Maurice step 
aside and resign in December. But they played like a playoff-caliber team 
the first two periods Thursday. 

Jarvis’ goal, his 15th and the third game-winner of his rookie season, 
came against his hometown team. The Winnipeg native said he grew up 
admiring the play of the Jets’ Nikolaj Ehlers -- Ehlers the “older” vet at 26 
and Jarvis 20. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Seth Jarvis (24) is recognized for scoring the game 
winning goal, following the Hurricanes’ 4-2 victory over Winnipeg on 
Thursday, April 21, 2022 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Jarvis showed some of Ehlers’ grit and scoring touch, going to the front 
of the net and outbattling veteran defenseman Nate Schmidt for position 
to get the puck past Comrie. 

“He looks big out there,” Teravainen said. “Good job in the net-front there 
and a big goal.” 

OF NOTE 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo earned an assist, his 49th point of the 
season. That tied him with Justin Faulk (2014-15) for most points by a D-
man in Hurricanes history. 

Staal was back in the lineup after missing one game with an upper-body 
injury. Staal took a hard hit from Colorado’s Cale Makar in Saturday’s 
road game. ... 

Canes assistant coach Jeff Daniels was behind the bench after suffering 
a nasty cut at Thursday’s morning skate when he was hit on the top of 
the head by a puck. 
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Hurricanes assistant coach Jeff Daniels suffers injury when hit in the 
head by a puck 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED APRIL 21, 2022 6:39 PM 

 

Daniels was hit just before the team’s morning skate at PNC Arena, and 
required medical attention. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Daniels was injured when a shot 
banged off the cross bar and the puck sailed out near the blue line, 
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calling it “one of the freakiest things I’ve seen.” Brind’Amour said Daniels 
suffered a “pretty deep gash” and had to “get stitched up.” 

Canes trainer Doug Bennett rushed to Daniels’ assistance on the ice, 
placing a towel to Daniels’ head and helping him to the locker room. 

The Hurricanes hosted the Winnipeg Jets on Thursday and Daniels, who 
handles the Canes’ forwards during games, was back behind the bench. 

Brind’Amour called Daniels’ injury an “occupational hazard.” None of the 
coaches — Brind’Amour, Daniels, Tim Gleason or goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder — wear helmets during practice. 

“It makes you think about it when you see something like that because 
there are a lot of pucks flying around,” Brind’Amour said. 

Even helmets can’t prevent head injuries. Defenseman Brendan Smith, 
attempting to block a shot this season, suffered a fractured skull when hit 
near his ear just below the helmet. 

During the 2009 Stanley Cup playoffs, Brind’Amour was playing and on 
the bench when hit in the face by a puck. 

News Observer LOADED: 04.22.2022 

1242087 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes vibe check: What are you going to do when good things 
happen? 

 

Sara Civian 

 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had one question for his team before 
it beat the Jets 4-2 on Thursday: “What are you going to do when bad 
things happen?” 

“I hate when I say things and they come to fruition like that,” he said after 
the game, referencing the Canes’ two-goal deficit before the comeback. 
“Things certainly didn’t go our way, but it was how we responded. That 
was the key. Just sticking with what we were doing. It looked a little scary 
in the second where there was a couple of turnovers in the O-zone 
because we were trying to do too much. It never really works. But that 
was about all I can say was iffy about that game. We were good.” 

Contrary to some of the takes out there, the sky isn’t falling for the 
Hurricanes, who share first place in the Metropolitan Division with the 
Rangers. But, yeah, recently, what with the shortage of power-play goals, 
the consistent shot volume with little to show for it and the struggle to put 
together a winning streak, some “bad things” have happened. 

It looks like the pregame speech resonated with the team. Carolina came 
back from a 2-0 deficit to win its second game in a row, and it even 
included a power-play goal and a gritty rebound. Last season, the Canes 
often stressed being able to “get punched in the face and keep going.” 
Expectations are a bit higher now, but they found a way to do that 
Thursday. 

It’s been a while. May I interest you in a vibe check? 

When do the playoffs start. If I’m going to stress at least it will mean 
something. 

— x-Michael Oneill (@irishguy8282) April 22, 2022 

Amen, pal. 

A game we really needed to win and we finished off the comeback! A fun 
one and it was great seeing Jarvis get the game winner. Good vibes 
tonight. 

— Aaron Cohen (@ImoveCar) April 22, 2022 

The “whoooo”s have returned to the concourse 

— x – Thomas Brantley (@ThomasBrantley_) April 22, 2022 

Ready for Turbo to turn it up a notch. Bring Chatfield to town. Play the 
room goalie soon. 

— Jason Singletary (@jsingle919) April 22, 2022 

(This tweeter later clarified by room, he meant rookie.) 

We’re not playing our best hockey going into the playoffs. But it’s also not 
clear that being hot matters that much? But also playing a legit Cup 
contender in the first round will be scary. 

— Jay Brantner (@WillyMcGilly) April 22, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/swBwlLPC0R 

— x – CaniacZach (@CaniacZach) April 22, 2022 

Seth Jarvis makes me happy. 

— Jenny (@Kopfkino58) April 22, 2022 

Hope this is the game that gets them rolling. Looked like it was going to 
once again be an out play, out shoot, make a goalie into a Veniza goalie 
night and we managed to stay the course and get the win. Hope they are 
all gripping the sticks a bit looser now. pic.twitter.com/VwL1rsQpO3 

— x-ArcherforCanes (@ArcherforCanes) April 22, 2022 

This one really sums it up. That win needed to happen. I’m not declaring 
the issues gone, but you have to start to catch that playoff vibe 
somewhere. 

• Our long, international nightmare is over. Thanks to a Teuvo 
Teravainen goal from the point and an Andrei Svechnikov screen, the 
Hurricanes scored on the man advantage with less than 30 seconds to 
go in the second period. But does four-on-three technically count as the 
power play? At this point, we’ll allow it. The Canes’ first unit looked pretty 
good the whole night, with a great chance from Vincent Trocheck during 
the Canes’ first power play. Has something been fundamentally off with 
the power play or has it just been a dry spell? As I said earlier this week, 
the way it’s been trending has been a source of legitimate concern. It 
looked better in terms of shot generation and got some decent chances 
off Thursday, and it feels like one of those situations where they needed 
to get that first goal for the floodgates to potentially open. There was 
more net-front presence on both units Thursday, and that’s been sorely 
missed. I wrote this next part before Teravainen’s shot, and he proved 
me right: “Methinks the Canes could also use a few more one-timers and 
quicker — not necessarily more skillful — opportunities. It’s like they’re 
giving the goalie a little too much time to react.” Teravainen wasn’t being 
cute or elusive on his point shot, it was just bing, bang, boom with the 
help of Svechnikov’s dirty work. One goal doesn’t get the Canes out of 
the power-play woods, though. I’d also like to see some more 
opportunities off rebounds and more pouncing on loose pucks in front of 
the net, which is clearly easier said than done. 

• Teravainen on the power play: “We’ve been trying to work on it every 
day. Just sometimes you don’t get the bounces. Some improvement. 
We’ve just got to be better at the small things. It’s all about the little 
battles and getting the puck a little better. I think we’re getting better.” 

• Oh, would you look at that! The goal that tied it up via Jaccob Slavin 
was right off a Svechnikov rebound. Speaking of which, what a dominant 
performance from Svechnikov that didn’t really show up on the 
scoresheet. Come to think of it, that was assist No. 38 on the season for 
Svechnikov — a career high to match the career highs in goals and 
points he set this season. We expect so much out of him that sometimes 
we forget he’s right on schedule. 

• The Hurricanes and the Rangers won Thursday, thus clinching that they 
will be the top two seeds in the Metropolitan Division, in no particular 
order yet. While they’re battling it out for the No. 1 spot, both are now at 
least guaranteed home-ice advantage in the first round. 
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• Antti Raanta was fine. No notes. 

• Sebastian Aho is two goals shy of tying his career high (38). Do we 
think he matches and/or passes it? 

• One big issue Thursday: It was a brutal start for the defense. The Jets’ 
goals were direct results of defensive breakdowns, then there was the 
Brendan Smith penalty that was a result of just not being up to speed. I’d 
say he made up for it with his assist, but still. It wouldn’t hurt to call up 
Jalen Chatfield and keep him among the options for the playoffs, which 
I’m sure the Hurricanes will. 

• Did y’all know the interim head coach of the Jets, Dave Lowry, is 
actually Jets defenseman Adam Lowry’s dad? I thought that was a 
running joke this whole time, and I just looked it up during the game. 
When’s the last time that happened in the NHL? 
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Former Islander Kyle Okposo helps Sabres roll past Devils 

 

Associated Press 

 

Kyle Okposo and Alex Tuch scored short-handed goals less than a 
minute apart in the second period, and the Buffalo Sabres beat the New 
Jersey Devils 5-2 on Thursday night. 

Rasmus Dahlin, Owen Power and Jeff Skinner also scored, and 40-year-
old Craig Anderson had 29 saves for the Sabres in this matchup of teams 
eliminated from playoff contention. 

Nikita Okhotiuk scored in his NHL debut and Jesper Boqvist also scored 
for the Devils. 

“It was unreal. It’s hard to explain those feelings when you step on the 
ice. It’s all positive things,” said Okhotiuk, a 21-year-old Russian. “And 
then the first game, the first goal, it’s unreal.” 

Okhotiuk’s goal early in the third period cut Buffalo’s lead to 3-2, but 
Power scored his first NHL goal 3 1/2 minutes later. 

“It’s pretty surreal. Obviously nice just to get it out of the way,” Power 
said. “I think a two-goal lead is a lot better than one so it was definitely 
nice.” 

Skinner put the game away with 3:57 remaining. 

Casey Mittelstadt got 2 minutes for hooking Ryan Graves at 10:56 of the 
second period, but the Devils’ time with the man advantage turned 
disastrous. Okposo scored from outside the blue line about a minute into 
the power play, and Tuch converted the rebound on a breakaway by 
Victor Oloffson 47 seconds later. 

“We did it to ourselves. Short-handed goals are killers and our power 
plays have been struggling, so to get scored on short-handed is even 
worse,” Damon Severson said. “So those ones hurt for sure, and it just 
kind of started the whole ball rolling against us.” 

Devils coach Lindy Ruff blamed the embarrassing goals on poor puck-
handling. 

“There’s nothing more to it,” Ruff said. “Can’t break it down any other 
way. There was a play to be made.” 

Late in the period, Dahlin scored on a cross-ice pass and broke his stick 
in the process, making it 3-0 and provoking boos from the Prudential 
Center crowd. 

Adam Hammond stopped 23 of 28 shots for New Jersey. 
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Analyzing the Devils’ path to playoff contention: Supporting players 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

A team’s leading players are fundamentally the most important part of a 
lineup. Without high-end talent throughout the top six up front, top four on 
the backend, and starting in goal, a group’s chances of success are slim. 

But those aren’t the only positions important to success. A legitimate 
contender isn’t just a top-heavy lineup; it’s a team with skill throughout. 
Supporting players are obviously supplemental to the best ones. But 
they’re quite important because two lines and two pairs alone can’t 
sustainably be deployed for 60 minutes a game, 82 times in a season.  

Since we’ve established the Devils’ core players, and how they match up 
to the Cup Checklist now and over the next few seasons, it’s time to 
complete the lineup by analyzing their supporting cast in the years 
ahead, the options they have to rotate in, and what areas need to be 
addressed.  

Let’s quickly refresh. Everything is measured in Game Score Value 
Added (GSVA) and color-coded differently than these depth charts 
typically are — this is specifically against the Cup Checklist which 
provides a value for each position and a range of one standard deviation 
in each direction. Anything in that lower standard deviation range is grey 
while the higher end is filled in black. Falling below these values 
altogether gets pictured in red; above it all is gold. A player can still be 
considered elite for their position without the gold, unlike the usual color 
key.  

Projected values are featured here, which include three years’ worth of 
data, weighted by recency and adjusted for age. Once a player comes to 
the NHL level, they have a clean slate — this does not show their value 
prior to reaching this league. If they’re below three years, it weighs the 
seasons that are included even more.  

Some players in New Jersey have already exceeded these projections, 
with Jack Hughes leading the way. The Devils have an elite 1C in the 
pivotal player, even though he doesn’t pass the vibe check by the model 
at this time. That’s because his first and second NHL seasons are 
included in that projected value and drag it down. There are no concerns 
with his caliber play, or the Devils’ top-six center depth for that matter 
even though he’s pictured in red on the following visuals. For our 
purposes, since he projects to the team’s elite center and Nico the ‘top 
line center’ on the checklist, they’re slotted as such on the depth charts.  

First up is the 2022-23 season.  

This assumes pending restricted free agent Jesper Bratt is staying put in 
New Jersey. If he isn’t, that opens up another can of worms and opens 
up a massive gap for years to come. That’s why it’s hard to see the team 
not extending one of their most valuable players.  

Already, we established that the first line wing is a critical position that 
has to be addressed — maybe by trade, free agency, or even offer sheet. 
But today depth is the focus. And goaltending… well, if you’ve seen any 
games this year, you already know. That’s a top priority this summer.  

Alexander Holtz is included in this roster projection in a supporting role. 
His value shown is not his value, but what that position calls for. It’s a 
safe bet that if he’s with the team full-time next year, he’s probably 
deployed on the third line for much of the year. That ensures the coaches 
can shelter him and let him acclimate to the NHL level without 
overwhelming him off the bat. It’s possible he shows that he can handle 
the challenge and moves up. But it’s better to prepare around that 
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assumption instead of forcing him into a role that he’s not cut out for just 
yet.  

This mock-up excludes two players currently on the team’s roster, either 
of whom could slot right into the bottom-six in Andreas Johnsson and 
Nate Bastian. If a top-line winger is acquired and Pavel Zacha is still on 
this roster, then that’s even more support lower in the lineup. If they 
don’t, then this depth may feel thin because there isn’t as much game-
changing talent as a team could want at the top, and it’ll trickle down the 
lineup. But as long as that’s addressed, then there really aren’t too many 
red flags for a team that’s striving be more competitive than this season.  

On defense, the Devils’ top-four is fine enough. A healthy Dougie 
Hamilton ideally bounces back, while their second pair meets the criteria. 
The third pair, however, is an area of concern. Seeing as Ty Smith’s 
projection is so low, the righty would likely need to be on the higher end 
to balance that out. Now, his projection, like Hughes’ is influenced by 
poor seasons with minimal experience. The knock against him, unlike 
Hughes, is that the last poor season is this year. Even if New Jersey 
feels confident in some of their defensive prospects who could take the 
next time, it may be in their best interest to find a capable depth player 
for security for that third duo.  

Skip ahead a year.  

This roster is without the team’s pending unrestricted free agents. That 
takes Johnsson, Tomas Tatar, Damon Severson, and Ryan Graves out 
of the mix opening up the need for an entire new second pair. Seeing as 
the Devils didn’t move their righty back at the deadline, they may see a 
path to a future with him — he’d check off the guideline here. 

That leaves the left side. It could be Graves back in the fold after his 
contract expires. It could also be Smith if he excels next year. Or, it could 
be a player from their pipeline. A Luke Hughes-type player could make 
the team to complete the left side in 2023-24, or the following season. A 
seventh defender probably should be brought in if the team plans to run 
Smith and a prospect on the left, unless there’s that much certainty on 
whoever’s slotting on the right — better prepared than in a bind during 
the year. 

Between Hamilton and Siegenthaler, there’s a good foundation on 
defense with two very different skill sets. It’s a matter of rounding out that 
blue line, whether with low-risk savvy signings and trades (like 
Siegenthaler), or prospects ready to take the next step. 

Up front, the team should weather the losses of Johnsson and Tatar. 
Ideally, by then, Boqvist and McLeod are impact players; their projections 
aren’t too kind since they only feature so much NHL experience.  

If Zacha’s still on the roster, he’d project to the lower range for the third 
line left wing position. Or maybe the team looks from within instead, with 
the likes of Tyce Thompson or Fabian Zetterlund to add some bottom-six 
support. If not, these should be positions that easy to fill with replaceable 
players in free agency. But it comes back to the top of the lineup: as long 
as that top-line role is filled. Otherwise, everyone’s slotted out of where 
they should fit.  

The story’s the same in 2024-25. If Graves and Severson are retained, 
they should check off the boxes for their respective positions. Maybe 
that’s when Shakir Mukhamadullin or Luke Hughes make their mark in 
the bottom four. The forward group, at that point, seems fine enough if 
there’s the right high-end talent. But is it truly contender worthy? 

It’s possible by then that the depth chart gets shaken up a bit to ensure 
there’s more depth up and down the lineup.  

Mercer may be above a 3C caliber player, but on championship teams, 
top-six players can find themselves in those roles. Look at Yanni Gourde 
and Blake Coleman, two capable top-sixers, on the Lightning’s third in 
back-to-back wins. 

The only reason Mercer doesn’t slot down the middle is to keep him in 
the top six. That’s why he’s seen time on the wing when their leading 
centers are healthy, to expose him to more meaningful minutes. But if 

this team finds themselves closer to the playoffs, strength in depth will be 
emphasized. So, a player like Holtz, granted he’s developing at the right 
pace, is a possible option to play alongside Hischier or Hughes if Mercer 
shifts positions. That could push Boqvist to the fourth line, or to the wing 
to even out that third line.  

So, what can we learn from all of this? 

With the 2021-22 Devils may not be the deepest group, their future 
projections aren’t too concerning given the players they have between 
the NHL level and prospect pipeline. Depth players aren’t who teams 
should be investing too heavily in; that’s where it helps to have a front 
office that can exploit holes in trades and free agency to find cost-
effective options. When those players become too expensive, find the 
next iteration of them.  

But all of that is moot if the top of their lineup isn’t strengthened on 
offense. Adding at least one major piece should give this forward group 
the boost they need, and keep everyone else slotted appropriately. That 
ensures the forward group is in the best position to succeed through all 
four lines. 

Defense is a slightly different story; there isn’t as much support on the 
backend on that third pair. Smith does have the raw talent to be an 
effective puck-mover at the NHL level, his game just needs some work. 
That means finding the right partner for him to help him reach his 
potential, and providing support if players in the system aren’t ready for 
an expanded role quite yet. It should be a legitimate priority this 
offseason, but not to the extent of their needs high up front and back in 
goal.  

The future isn’t as bleak as this year’s record shows. But management 
has to be mindful of these supplementary roles, after settling their pivotal 
core pieces, to ensure their best have the support they need to reach 
their ceilings.  

Data via Dom Luszczyszyn and Cap Friendly 
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Barry Trotz blasts Islanders: 'Some guys cheated the game' 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

The Islanders already play on a Garden-owned network and in a 
Rangers-run market. On Thursday, they might as well have ceded their 
sparkling new $1.1 billion arena to the Rangers, too. 

When the 6-3 embarrassment of a loss met its end to cheers from the 
road crowd, the best thing you could say about the Islanders was that in 
seven more days, this will all be over. 

That’s five more games, 15 more periods and 300 more minutes of 
hockey. It can’t come soon enough. It can’t get worse than it did 
Thursday night at UBS Arena. 

So often this season — through COVID-19 outbreaks and injuries and 
losses — that statement has felt like a challenge for this team. But after 
this loss, it would be nearly impossible for things to fall further. 

“Some guys cheated the game,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. “Plain 
and simple.” 

Ryan Strome's goal on Semyon Varlamov was one of may soft tallies the 
Islanders gave up in their ugly 6-3 loss to the rival Rangers. 

The Islanders have made a lot of noise recently about playing for pride, 
and until Thursday, they had at least managed to do that. Then there was 
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the sight of Artemi Panarin setting up Andrew Copp not once, not twice, 
but three times for a first-period hat trick, all on plays that started with No. 
10. 

Then there was Chris Kreider, completely unguarded in front of the net 
putting in a rebound goal on the power play during the second period, 
and then the seas parted for Ryan Strome to make it 5-1 before the final 
20 minutes had even started. 

Trotz said that one line in particular — presumably referring to Mathew 
Barzal’s — was ripped apart, with goals against happening when players 
went outside the system. 

“We have certain protocols in our own zone,” Trotz said. “There’s certain 
things you have to do. That’s why it’s a system. And if you’re not gonna 
play the systematic way, then you put everybody else in jeopardy.” 

A year ago, with the playoffs on the horizon, the Islanders were the team 
doing this to the Rangers. On Thursday, it was their own season from 
hell hitting a crescendo, their own building sounding like MSG East, their 
own system breaking down. 

“Look, we take pride in playing good, hard hockey,” Anders Lee said. “So 
that’s what we’re gonna do the rest of the way. I wouldn’t expect anything 
less than that.” 

For seven more days, they’ll have to try. 

Anthony Beauvillier missed the game with an upper-body injury and was 
described as day-to-day. Trotz said he didn’t know whether Beauvillier 
would be available on Saturday against the Sabres. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau missed the game after being added to COVID-19 
protocols, as did associate coach Lane Lambert and assistant coach Jim 
Hiller. 
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Andrew Copp's hat trick propels Rangers past rival Islanders 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Just over a year ago, the Islanders repeatedly beat on the Rangers to 
prepare for the playoffs.  

And now, the roles are reversed.  

The Rangers were the team that had something to play for Thursday 
night at UBS Arena, and they looked as such in a convincing 6-3 win 
over the Isles that officially clinched home ice in the first round of the 
postseason. The victory also maintained the Rangers’ tie with the 
Hurricanes for first place in the Metropolitan Division.  

“We want to play in front of our fans,” Ryan Strome said. “I think we’re 
more comfortable at home, just with that energy the crowd can provide. 
We’ve done a great job on the road this year, but anytime you get to play 
at home at MSG is pretty special.”  

Behind a four-assist performance from Artemi Panarin and a first-period 
hat trick from Andrew Copp, the Blueshirts controlled this one from start 
to finish. However, Copp’s night of raising his free-agency price tag was 
spoiled when he headed to the locker room and didn’t play the final 8:05 
of the third period.  

The Rangers said Copp suffered a lower-body injury, which the team will 
have more of an update on after practice on Friday.  

Additionally, Filip Chytil exited in the third period as well and remained in 
the locker room for roughly the final 10 ½ minutes. Gerard Gallant said 

Chytil was “a little sore” after getting cross-checked in the first period, but 
the head coach insinuated he thought it wasn’t anything serious.  

The budding chemistry of the Rangers’ second line was in full swing in 
the win. Copp became the first Rangers skater to record a natural hat 
trick in the first period since Don Raleigh did it on Feb. 25, 1948, and just 
the third player in franchise history. It was also just the second hat trick of 
his career.  

Since being traded to the Rangers, Copp has eight goals and 10 assists 
in 15 games. He’s been a dynamic addition to the Panarin-Strome duo, 
which collaborated in the final seconds of the second period to give the 
Rangers a 5-1 lead on Strome’s career-best 20th goal.  

“Four games left, we want to keep it going and keep improving,” said 
Strome, who threaded a pass across the top of the crease for Copp’s 
third goal in the opening frame. “[Copp has] fit in really nicely. He can 
take some draws on the left side and he does a lot of good things. 
Obviously, Bread on the left side to pass to is nice. I think as long as me 
and him realize that one of us have to go to the net and go through the 
middle to create some space, we’ll be successful.  

“It’s been a good fit. Credit to him, it’s not always easy to come into a 
new team and all that stuff. He’s done a great job and fits in our group 
really well.”  

Despite the injuries, the win is particularly notable for the Rangers 
because it came against Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov, who 
has been a problem for them the past two seasons. Prior to Thursday’s 
contest, Varlamov had posted a 0.95 goals-against average, a staggering 
.963 save percentage and five shutouts in 505:45 against the Rangers.  

Varlamov ultimately gave up six goals on 23 shots, which led to the 
eliminated Islanders’ third loss in a row. The Isles ended the Rangers’ 
shutout streak at 200:43, which dates back to their 4-2 loss to the 
Hurricanes on April 12, when Brock Nelson scored his first of two goals 
on the night 37 seconds into the middle frame.  

Chris Kreider’s 51st goal of the season on the power play and Strome’s 
late second-period tally, however, kept the Rangers comfortably ahead. 
Even with Nelson’s second of the game on the power play and Josh 
Bailey’s score at 13:22 of the third sandwiching Ryan Reaves’ fourth of 
the season, the Rangers finished strong.  

It was a drastic turnaround from the Rangers’ shutout loss to the 
Islanders at the beginning of the month, which was reminiscent of how 
this Battle of New York has played out in the Isles’ favor over the past 
couple of seasons.  

But the Rangers are in the process of changing the narrative. 
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Andrew Copp scores a natural hat trick in Rangers' win over Islanders 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

Ever since they clinched a playoff spot April 9, the Rangers’ focus has 
been to continue to play well and get ready for the playoffs. Part of that 
entails making sure everyone is at the top of their game when the 
postseason begins May 2, but part of it, too, is making sure everyone is 
healthy for Game 1. 

So Thursday’s 6-3 win over the rival Islanders was a mixed bag for the 
Blueshirts, who clinched home ice for the first round of the playoffs, while 
also holding onto a share of first place in the division with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 
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But Andrew Copp, who scored a first-period natural hat trick, left with 
eight minutes to go with what the Rangers said afterward was a lower-
body injury. And third-line center Filip Chytil also left midway through the 
third because he was “sore,’’ according to coach Gerard Gallant. Chytil 
said he was cross-checked in the first period. 

Other than the injuries, the Rangers looked like a team that is ready for 
the playoffs. Artemi Panarin assisted on all three of Copp’s goals and 
had four assists, giving him 96 points this season (eighth-best in the 
NHL), one more than his previous career high. He has 74 assists which 
is second-best in the league. 

Adam Fox had three assists and became the fourth Ranger to reach the 
70-point plateau (he has 72). Chris Kreider netted goal No. 51 and Ryan 
Strome No. 20. For Strome, it was the first time he has scored 20 goals 
in a season. 

“You don’t really want to set personal accomplishments and goals, but I 
have had 17, 18 and 19, so nice to finally get [20],’’ said Strome, a former 
Islanders first-round pick. “Obviously, everything started here with this 
[Islanders] organization, and seems like it’s come full circle.’’ 

But Strome preferred to talk about the Rangers’ team accomplishments. 
The victory was their fourth in a row and seventh in their last eight 
games, and lifted their record to 51-21-6. Their 108 points have them tied 
with Carolina with four games remaining for each team, including one 
against each other Tuesday at Madison Square Garden. 

“Like I’ve said all year, I think our team would give back all these things 
personally for the way our team is playing and where we’re at as a 
team,’’ he said. “So, a good night, and we’ve got to keep rolling before 
the playoffs.’’ 

Copp scored his first goal at 3:43 of the first, trailing the play and one-
timing a pretty backhand pass from Panarin past Semyon Varlamov from 
the top of the right circle. His second goal, a shot from below the right 
circle, on a pinpoint pass by Panarin through a maze of bodies, made it 
2-0 at 7:48. His third goal, which made it 3-0, came off a give-and-go 
return pass from Strome, but it was Panarin who started the play by 
carrying the puck into the zone and taking a hit from Brock Nelson as he 
backhanded a feed to Copp to start a two-on-one with Strome. 

Copp became the third Ranger to have a first-period hat trick, the last 
coming on Dec. 26, 1986, from Kelly Kisio. He became the second 
Ranger to have a natural hat trick — three straight goals — completed in 
the first period, after Don Raleigh was the first to do it, on Feb. 25, 1948. 

The first of Nelson’s two goals, 37 seconds into the second period to 
make it 3-1, ended the Rangers’ shutout streak. They entered with three 
straight shutouts, and went 200 minutes and 43 seconds between goals 
allowed.  

Rangers backup goalie Alexandar Georgiev made 26 saves and won his 
seventh straight start to improve to 14-9-2 this season. Igor Shesterkin, 
one of the frontrunners for the Vezina Trophy, is 36-11-4. 

Kreider scored on the power play at 17:15 of the second to make it 4-1. 
Strome’s goal made it 5-1 before the period was over. 

Nelson scored on a power play to make it 5-2 at 2:06 of the third period, 
but Ryan Reaves finished a 3-on-1 break to make it 6-2 at 12:53. Josh 
Bailey scored 29 seconds later to make it 6-3. 
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Return of Islanders-Rangers playoff rivalry will have to wait 

 

By Neil Best 

 

This was going to be the year the Islanders and Rangers both reached 
the playoffs, and perhaps, maybe, possibly, if the hockey gods willed it, 
they would meet in the postseason for the first time since 1994. 

Nineteen-ninety-four!!! How in the name of J.P. Parise is that even 
possible? 

But as you might have read, seen and heard by now . . . no. The drought 
will continue at least until 2023. 

While the Islanders already were eliminated from the playoffs before 
hosting the Rangers at UBS Arena on Thursday night, this was a chance 
to salvage some pride and dent the Rangers’ division title aspirations. 

They did not. Behind a hat trick from Andrew Copp and a playmaking 
tour de force from Artemi Panarin, the Rangers won, 6-3, after which 
Islanders coach Barry Trotz blasted some of his players, saying they 
“cheated the game” with their effort. 

That is the sort of passion this rivalry fosters, and it's why the playoff 
layoff is a pity, because the teams have played so many close, 
entertaining regular-season games against one another over the 
decades. 

Just this past March 17, the Islanders’ 2-1 victory at Madison Square 
Garden arguably was both teams’ most entertaining game this season. 

This is not like Jets-Giants or Mets-Yankees, teams in opposite 
conferences or leagues that have combined for one postseason meeting 
among them. 

The Rangers and Islanders are in the same division! This defies odds 
and logic. 

Since the Rangers swept the Islanders in the first round in 1994 — 
outscoring them 22-3 en route to their most recent Stanley Cup — they 
have faced the Capitals six times and the Penguins five in the playoffs. 

The Islanders have played the Penguins three times and the Capitals 
twice. 

Alain Guillerme and his daughter, Lia, of Manhattan wear half-Islanders, 
half-Rangers jerseys outside UBS Arena on Thursday night. Credit: Neil 
Best / Newsday 

The Islanders have won only one playoff game against the Rangers 
since 1984, for crying out loud! One! 

About that one: The Islanders needed a double-overtime power play goal 
by Brent Sutter at Nassau Coliseum to secure it, 4-3, on April 9, 1990. 

Why a power play in overtime? 

Troy Mallette of the Rangers had been sent off for five minutes — and 
ejected — for ramming Jeff Norton’s head into the glass, rendering him 
unconscious and sending him to the hospital. 

This was in keeping with the mood in the crowd, which featured dueling 
Rangers and Islanders chants. There were police on horseback outside 
the arena to help keep order. 

That was Game 3. In Game 1, Pat LaFontaine was taken off the ice on a 
stretcher after suffering a concussion and the Islanders’ Ken 
Baumgartner and Mick Vukota both were suspended and . . . well, it was 
a different time, young readers. 

Of course, one reason for the paucity of playoff matchups has been the 
paucity of playoff appearances. 

Only four times since 1994 have both teams made the playoffs, including 
a close call in 2015 when an Islanders victory over the Capitals in Game 
7 would have led to a second-round showdown. 

This season the Islanders failed to hold up their end of the bargain for 
reasons you are tired of reading about by now. 
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They had only Thursday night’s game left to show what they could do 
against their rivals, and fans of both teams turned out in force, as they 
always do. 

They included Alain Guillerme of Manhattan and his 13-year-old 
daughter, Lia, who both wore No. 9 jerseys that were half Islanders and 
half Rangers — for Clark Gillies and Adam Graves. 

Guillerme is a lifelong Rangers fan, but when Lia announced several 
years ago that she liked the Islanders, they cut the two jerseys in half and 
reassembled them. 

“We’re a family,” he said. 

They said they get double takes from fans, and once got one from the 
Islanders’ Brock Nelson during warmups. They often are told this is not 
the way the rivalry works. 

“[People say], ‘You cannot be a Rangers and an Islanders fan at the 
same time,’” Guillerme said. 

When told about the long drought since the teams last met in the 
playoffs, Lia said, “They’re probably doing it on purpose, because they 
don’t want fights or something.” 

Much as it seems like they might be, they are not doing it on purpose, 
fights or no fights. The league and most New York-area hockey fans 
would love to see it happen. 

Someday. 
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Barry Trotz says some of his players 'cheated the game' in loss to 
Rangers 

 

By Neil Best 

 

Islanders coach Barry Trotz generally has been supportive and 
sympathetic when commenting on his players during what has been a 
challenging season. 

But after Thursday night’s 6-3 loss to the Rangers at UBS Arena, he 
expressed extreme frustration with the effort he got from some of them. 

Asked about what went wrong in a first period that ended with the 
Rangers ahead, 3-0, Trotz said, “Some guys cheated the game, plain 
and simple. We had one line that got torn apart. I thought they cheated 
the game.” 

Trotz did not name names, but Mathew Barzal’s line with Zach Parise 
and Kyle Palmieri was on the ice for the first two Rangers goals. 

But there were many breakdowns in a game in which Andrew Kopp had 
a hat trick in the first period, with Artemi Panarin assisting on all three 
goals. 

“It is a game of mistakes, but if you make a mistake, you have to have 
the urgency and the desire to clean up your own mistakes,” Trotz said. “If 
you’re going to create some garbage on the ice, then you better clean it 
up, and we didn’t do a good job.” 

Trotz said goaltender Semyon Varlamov was left helpless by his 
teammates. 

“They didn’t have a lot of chances compared to some other games,” he 
said, “but when we gave them a chance it was pretty Grade-A, and it was 
pretty catastrophic.” 

Notes & quotes: Anthony Beauvillier sat out with an upper body injury 
and is day-to-day . . . Jean-Gabriel Pageau and coaches Lane Lambert 
and Jim Hiler missed the game because of COVID-19 protocols. Otto 
Koivula was an emergency recall . . . The Islanders signed promising 
prospect William Dufour to a three-year, entry level contract. Dufour, 20, 
is one of the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League’s top scorers, with 52 
goals and 109 points through 61 games for the Saint John Sea Dogs. 
The forward was a fifth-round draft pick in 2020 . . . D Grant Hutton was 
placed on waivers. He can be reassigned to Bridgeport if he clears on 
Friday. 

Newsday LOADED: LOADED: 04.22.2022 

1242153 New York Islanders 

 

Copp, Rangers Wreak Havoc on the Island in 6-3 Blunder - New York 
Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

ELMONT, NY– The New York Islanders had no answer early for their 
cross-town rival New York Rangers as they were defeated 6-3 at UBS 
Arena. The New York Islanders are now 19-14-5 on home ice, 35-32-10 
on the season. 

HOW IT HAPPENED 

The New York Rangers took an early 1-0 lead less than four minutes into 
the game as Artemi Panarin found Andrew Copp creeping in unguarded 
towards the right circle. His shot trickled past New York Islanders 
netminder Semyon Varlamov for his 19th of the season. Panarin and 
Jacob Trouba were credited with the assists at 3:43 of the first period. 

Andrew Copp scored his second goal of the contest at 7:48 of the first 
period to give the New York Rangers a 2-0 lead. Panarin found him all 
alone towards the back post. Panarin and Fox were credited with the 
assists on Copp’s 20th of the season. 

Andrew Copp registered the natural hat trick at 18:13 of the first period 
as he finished off a give-and-go with Ryan Strome for his 21st of the 
season to give the New York Rangers a 3-0 lead. 

The New York Islanders got on the board 47 seconds into the second 
period as Josh Bailey found Brock Nelson for his 35th goal of the season. 
Bailey was credited with the lone assist. 

Chris Kreider gave the New York Rangers their three-goal lead back with 
2:45 to play in the second period as he buried a rebound on the power 
play for his 51st goal of the season. Adam Fox and Mika Zibanejad were 
credited with the assists. 

Ryan Strome made it 5-1 New York Rangers with 53 seconds to play in 
the second period as he beat Varlamov over the glove for his 20th of the 
season. Panarin and Fox were credited with the assists. 

Brock Nelson scored his second of the contest at 2:06 of the third period, 
a power-play goal, for his 36th of the season. Mathew Barzal and Noah 
Dobson were credited with the assists. 

Ryan Reaves scored his fourth of the season at 12:53 of the third period 
as he finished off a 3 on 1. Alexis Lafreniere and Barclay Goodrow were 
credited with the assists. 

Josh Bailey made it a 6-3 game with 13:22 to go in the third period as 
Noah Dobson found him towards the back post for his 12th of the 
season. Dobson and Chara were credited with the assists. 

Left in the Dust 
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The New York Islanders were completely out of sorts for the majority of 
the contest. In the defensive zone, the New York Islanders failed to pick 
up their man and failed to communicate which allowed the New York 
Rangers prime chances. 

The New York Rangers got out to a 2-0 lead early before eight minutes 
had transpired and after period one were down 3-0. Despite a strong 
push early in the second period to make it a 3-1 contest, the New York 
Islanders gave up another two goals in the final three and a half minutes 
of the second period to trail 5-1 after twenty minutes. 

The Islanders scored two in the third but lost 6-3. 

It was just a lot of puck watching for the New York Islanders, and against 
one of the beasts in the east, the lackadaisical play in their own zone 
cost them greatly. 

Copp Scores Natural Hat Trick 

The New York Islanders had no answer for New York Rangers forward 
Andrew Copp in the first period Thursday night. 

And he only needed three shots. 

Artemi Panarin recorded the primary assist on Copp’s first two goals, 
using his impressive vision and awareness to set Copp up for easy 
finishes. The Islanders failed to communicate in their own zone as on 
both goals, Copp was left unguarded. 

For Copp’s third of the game, the New York Islanders got caught inside 
their own blue line leading to an odd-man rush against. Noah Dobson 
was able to get back in time but was not looking at the puck as it went 
right under him before Copp tapped the puck home. 

A natural @Enterprise hat trick is always impressive, but to do it in the 
first period?   

Hats off to Andrew Copp (@Copp94), wow! pic.twitter.com/uh3mOj8ydx 

— NHL (@NHL) April 22, 2022 

COVID, Injuries Strike Again 

Prior to puck drop against the New York Rangers on Thursday night, the 
New York Islanders announced that forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau and 
associate coaches Lane Lambert and Jim Hiller were placed in COVID-
19 protocol.  Also, forward Anthony Beauvillier is day-to-day with an 
upper-body injury. 

Update: Islanders Dealing with COVID-19 Again, Another Injured 

Forward Otto Koivula was emergency recalled from Bridgeport (AHL), as 
he was in the lineup alongside Oliver Wahlstrom and Kieffer Bellows. 

What’s Next: The New York Islanders are in Buffalo to face the Sabres at 
12:30 PM on Saturday 
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Update: Islanders Dealing with COVID-19 Again, Another Injured - New 
York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

What else could possibly go wrong for the New York Islanders with just a 
week left to go in what has been a nightmarish season? 

A lot. 

Prior to puck drop against the New York Rangers on Thursday night, the 
New York Islanders announced that forward Jean-Gabriel Pageau and 
associate coaches Lane Lambert and Jim Hiller were placed in COVID-
19 protocol.  Also, forward Anthony Beauvillier is day-to-day with an 
upper-body injury. 

Forward Otto Koivula was emergency recalled from Bridgeport (AHL), as 
he was in the lineup alongside Oliver Wahlstrom and Kieffer Bellows. 

If you test positive for COVID-19, and are asymptomatic, you can come 
off the COVID list six days later. The first day is day zero, followed by a 
mandatory five-day stay. 

If this is indeed a positive case for all three, they will not be eligible to 
return to the New York Islanders until game 81 against the Washington 
Capitals on Thursday, Apr. 28. 

They will miss three games: Apr. 23 vs. BUF, Apr. 24 vs. CAR, Apr. 26 
vs. WSH. 

Back in March of 2021, Jean-Gabriel Pageau entered COVID-19 
protocol, along with teammate Noah Dobson. So this would mark the 
second time Pageau has had to deal with COVID-19. 

The New York Islanders last bout with COVID-19 came back on Jan. 11 
when Ryan Pulock (injured at the time) and head coach Barry Trotz 
tested positive. Trotz was activated off the COVID-19 list five days later. 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau has 16 goals, and 21 assists in 17 games played 
this season. 

For Anthony Beauvillier, he has skated in 73 of the New York Islanders 
77 games this season with 12 goals and 21 assists. 

The hockey gods have kept Anthony Beauvillier out of the lineup against 
the New York Rangers now for both games at UBS Arena. The first time, 
it was a false positive. 

Now it’s an injury. 

We should learn more about everyone’s status following the contest, and 
we will update accordingly. 
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Playing Spoiler, Gm 77: Lines, Previews & How to Watch vs. Rangers - 
New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

On Thursday, the New York Islanders have a chance to play spoiler as 
they host the New York Rangers at UBS Arena. Puck drop is slated for 
7:30 PM. 

The New York Rangers are currently tied with the Carolina Hurricanes 
(106 points) for the top spot in the Metropolitan Division. Hurricanes are 
ahead of Rangers, as they have played one fewer game. The Rangers 
have not allowed a goal in three straight games. 

“They’re competing for a division, you know, division banner, and for us, I 
think we’d love to, you know, play spoiler in that a little bit,” Islanders 
forward Mathew Barzal said back on Tuesday.  “I think, you know, it’s not 
where we want to be, you know, obviously but, you know, we got to get 
up get up for something and anytime Rangers/Islanders, I think, you 
know, both sides are excited.” 

Twenty minutes before the New York Islanders optional Thursday 
morning skate began, netminder Semyon Varlamov took the ice along 
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with forwards Kieffer Bellows and Oliver Wahlstrom, and defenseman 
Grant Hutton. Goaltending coach Piero Greco led the drills. 

Semyon Varlamov then left the ice, but head coach Barry Trotz said that 
he would start in goal tonight, his first start since a 6-1 loss to the St. 
Louis Blues on Apr. 9. Varlamov had been battling the stomach bug. 

Trotz also said that there will be a few game-time decisions Thursday, as 
the stomach bug is making its way around the locker room. 

For the skate, only 10 players were on the ice at 10:30: 

Forwards-Bellows, Wahlstrom, Johnston, Parise, Barzal 

Defense- Chara, Dobson, Hutton, Aho 

Netminders- Sorokin 

The last time the New York Islanders hosted the New York Rangers was 
back on Nov. 24, while the Islanders were going through their first 
COVID-19 outbreak of the season. The Islanders were short nine guys 
that night due to a combination of COVID and injuries, as they fell 4-1. 

Two of those players who did not get to participate in the first-ever 
Islanders vs. Rangers clash at UBS Arena were captain Anders Lee and 
Adam Pelech. Both were pretty excited. 

“Yeah, it’d be great to host these guys and be in the game on it and just 
always a fun game against the rangers and expect nothing different 
tonight with that,” said Anders Lee. 

“Yeah, it’s always fun to play the Rangers, Adam Pelech said. “And it’ll 
be, you know, like I said, my first time (against them) at UBS. So very 
exciting for me and I look forward to it.” 

Although the New York Islanders will not be at full strength against their 
cross-town rivals, with Cal Clutterbuck and Scott Mayfield out with 
injuries, along with whoever is dealing with the stomach bug, it will be 
nice to have a much more potent lineup against the New York Rangers at 
UBS Arena this time around said head coach Barry Trotz. 

“Yeah, the first time we played, we were missing a lot of pieces. Yeah, 
we would like to see how we stack up, but it would be nice,” Trotz said. 
“As I say, it’s sort of hour to hour right now. Before I can answer that 
statement, we’ll see where we are at the warm-up tonight.” 

“It’d be nice to go head to head with a full lineup which we won’t without 
Mayfield, Clutterbuck being on the shelf right now but (we’ll) be closer 
than we were, being nine skaters down. It was a difficult night because 
they have a good team.” 

On Thursday afternoon, the New York Islanders came to terms with 2020 
fifth-round selection William Dufour on a three-year entry-level contract. 

The New York Rangers did not skate Thursday morning. Head coach 
Gerrard Galant will be speaking to the media at 5:30 PM. 

NEW YORK ISLANDERS LINEUP (PROJECTED) 

Lee-Nelson-Beauvillier 

Bailey–Pageau–Palmieri 

Parise-Barzal-Bellows 

Martin–Cizikas–Johnston 

Pelech–Pulock 

Chara–Dobson 

Greene–Hutton 

Varlamov 

Sorokin 

NEW YORK RANGERS LINEUP (PROJECTED) 

Kreider-Zibanejad-Vatrano 

Panarin-Strome–Copp 

Lafreniere–Chytil–Goodrow 

Hunt–Rooney–Reaves 

Lindgren–Fox 

Miller-Trouba 

Nemeth–Schneider 

Georgiev 

Shesterkin 

ISLANDERS GAME NOTES 

The New York Islanders host the New York Rangers tonight, the final 
meeting between the two clubs this season. 

The last time these teams met was April 1, at Madison Square Garden, 
when Mathew Barzal, Casey Cizikas and Matt Martin scored in a 3-0 
Islander victory, and Semyon Varlamov finished with 27 saves in the 
shutout. 

The Islanders enter tonight’s game with an 8-1-1 record in their last ten 
games on home ice, and are 4-1-0 in their last five against Metropolitan 
opponents. 

The visiting team has won in each of the first three matchups of the four-
game season series between the Islanders and Rangers. 

BETTING CORNER 

The New York Islanders are the home underdogs against the New York 
Rangers coming in at +105. They are -235 on the reverse puck line. The 
Rangers are -125 and are +190 on the puck line. 

The over for the contest is set at 5.5, with the over at +100 and the under 
at -125. 

These lines are subject to change. Please gamble responsibly. 

HOW TO WATCH: 

Thursday’s contest will be available on MSG (Rangers) & MSG +2 
(Islanders).  On the radio dial, the game can be heard on 1050 AM 
ESPN, 88.7 FM WRHU and 103.9 FM LI News Radio. 

NYI Hockey Now LOADED: 04.22.2022 

1242156 New York Islanders 

 

Islanders Sign Dufour to 3-Year Entry Level Contract - New York 
Islanders Hockey Now 

 

By Stefen Rosner 

 

It was a matter of time before the New York Islanders and 2020 fifth-
round draft pick (152nd overall) William Dufour came to terms on a 
contract. And that day was Thursday. 

#Isles Transaction: William Dufour has agreed to terms on a three-year, 
entry level contract. 

— New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) April 21, 2022 

The 20-year-old forward currently leads the Quebec Major Junior Hockey 
League (QMJHL) in goals (52) and points (109) through 61 games with 
the St. John Sea Dogs. His 109-point season (and counting) is a new 
record for the Sea Dogs. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 22, 2022 

 

Florida Panthers forward Jonathan Huberdeau had held the club record 
for most points in a season with 105, which he set back in 2010-11. Now 
the record belongs to William Dufour. 

The Islanders had until July 1 to sign William Dufour or they would have 
lost his rights. 

Dufour has played in the QMJHL since his age 16 season but did not 
start to figure things out until his third season in the league.  Dufour 
lasted just 29 games with the Rouyn-Noranda Huskies (five goals, three 
assists) who selected him 6th overall in the 2018 QMJHL Draft before 
being dealt to the Chicoutimi Sagueneens. 

After 22 points in 31 games for the Chicoutimi Sagueneens to start the 
2019-20 season, Dufour was dealt for the second time in his QMJHL 
career, landing with the Drummondville Voltigeurs. In 28 games to finish 
the season, Dufour had 33 points with 18 goals and 15 assists. 

The following season, still with the Sagueneens, Dufour put up 17 goals 
and 12 assists in 23 games played. That summer, he was drafted by the 
New York Islanders. 

On July 23 of 2021, the Sea Dogs acquired the talented forward, and as 
evident by the production, he has truly flourished in St. John. 

The St. John Sea Dogs have five more games to play in their regular 
season, with their next contest against the Acadie-Bathurst Titans Friday, 
Apr. 22. Dufour and his team have already clinched a playoff spot and 
currently sit third in the standings with a 42-17-1-3 record, as they are 
riding a 10-game winning streak. 

It is difficult to gauge how a career will go based on Junior numbers, 
given the closeness in age amongst the competition, not having to play 
against full-grown men on a nightly basis, etc. That’s why Dufour’s first 
year in the American Hockey League with the Bridgeport Islanders will be 
a good test to see where he is at regarding his development. 
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Artemi Panarin sets all-time Rangers mark after four-assist night 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Artemi Panarin’s teammates are often in awe when they try to put into 
words what he can do on the ice, and there simply weren’t enough 
adjectives to describe the Rangers’ star winger after the 6-3 win over the 
Islanders at UBS Arena on Thursday.  

With four assists, Panarin broke the Rangers’ record that was previously 
held by Mark Messier and Wayne Gretzky for assists by a forward in a 
single season. His 74 dishes is also good for the third-most in franchise 
history for a season behind Sergei Zubrov and Brian Leetch.  

“I thought he was outstanding,” head coach Gerard Gallant said of 
Panarin. “He made those passes and plays. We know what he’s going to 
do. We talked about playing defense, the easy thing about playing 
defense, if you’re working hard and you’re coming back in your zone, 
that’s half the battle for me. He doesn’t play a perfect D-zone coverage, 
doesn’t backcheck as hard as some guys, because he’s reading plays 
and that’s what he does.  

Artemi Panarin skates with the puck during the Rangers' win over the 
Rangers. 

“That’s why he [is on pace to get] 100 points, he makes those special 
plays. He competes and he played hard. I thought tonight they went after 
him a little bit and he just bounced off them and kept making his plays. I 
love the way he plays. When the games are real tight, over the last four 

games, I look at him and he comes back and he’s doing a good job in the 
D-zone. He’s not trying to turn over pucks, he’s getting low and he’s 
trying to make his plays.  

“For the most part, he’s done that. I think he’s a hell of a player. He 
doesn’t play the same way as everybody else, but that’s what makes him 
great.”  

Thursday marked Panarin’s fifth career four-assist performance and 
second of the season, making him the first Ranger since Gretzky (1996-
97) to record multiple four-assist outings in a single campaign. His 20 
multi-assist games are also tied for the second-most in the NHL and is 
another Rangers record.  

Panarin earned the primary assist on two of Andrew Copp’s three goals 
in the first period, but also was credited with the secondary assist on the 
third. After sending a slick backhanded feed for the first one, Panarin 
then found the Rangers’ trade-deadline acquisition through traffic for the 
second.  

“His ability to make plays on his forehand and his backhand and the way 
he’s able to create time and space for himself when it looks like he’s 
going to run out of room,” said Ryan Strome, who capitalized on a feed 
from Panarin in the final seconds of the second period for the 5-1 lead. 
“It’s pretty impressive. Not necessarily the fastest guy or the biggest guy, 
but it’s amazing how much space he gets for himself because how good 
he is with the puck. If you get open, there’s not a guy on the ice he’s not 
going to find.  

“He’s just the same old Bread, just works hard every day, just trying to 
make our team better and obviously tonight was a great effort by him.” 
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Andrew Copp's hat trick propels Rangers past rival Islanders 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Just over a year ago, the Islanders repeatedly beat on the Rangers to 
prepare for the playoffs.  

And now, the roles are reversed.  

The Rangers were the team that had something to play for Thursday 
night at UBS Arena, and they looked as such in a convincing 6-3 win 
over the Isles that officially clinched home ice in the first round of the 
postseason. The victory also maintained the Rangers’ tie with the 
Hurricanes for first place in the Metropolitan Division.  

“We want to play in front of our fans,” Ryan Strome said. “I think we’re 
more comfortable at home, just with that energy the crowd can provide. 
We’ve done a great job on the road this year, but anytime you get to play 
at home at MSG is pretty special.”  

Behind a four-assist performance from Artemi Panarin and a first-period 
hat trick from Andrew Copp, the Blueshirts controlled this one from start 
to finish. However, Copp’s night of raising his free-agency price tag was 
spoiled when he headed to the locker room and didn’t play the final 8:05 
of the third period.  

The Rangers said Copp suffered a lower-body injury, which the team will 
have more of an update on after practice on Friday.  

Additionally, Filip Chytil exited in the third period as well and remained in 
the locker room for roughly the final 10 ½ minutes. Gerard Gallant said 
Chytil was “a little sore” after getting cross-checked in the first period, but 
the head coach insinuated he thought it wasn’t anything serious.  
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The budding chemistry of the Rangers’ second line was in full swing in 
the win. Copp became the first Rangers skater to record a natural hat 
trick in the first period since Don Raleigh did it on Feb. 25, 1948, and just 
the third player in franchise history. It was also just the second hat trick of 
his career.  

Since being traded to the Rangers, Copp has eight goals and 10 assists 
in 15 games. He’s been a dynamic addition to the Panarin-Strome duo, 
which collaborated in the final seconds of the second period to give the 
Rangers a 5-1 lead on Strome’s career-best 20th goal.  

“Four games left, we want to keep it going and keep improving,” said 
Strome, who threaded a pass across the top of the crease for Copp’s 
third goal in the opening frame. “[Copp has] fit in really nicely. He can 
take some draws on the left side and he does a lot of good things. 
Obviously, Bread on the left side to pass to is nice. I think as long as me 
and him realize that one of us have to go to the net and go through the 
middle to create some space, we’ll be successful.  

“It’s been a good fit. Credit to him, it’s not always easy to come into a 
new team and all that stuff. He’s done a great job and fits in our group 
really well.”  

Despite the injuries, the win is particularly notable for the Rangers 
because it came against Islanders netminder Semyon Varlamov, who 
has been a problem for them the past two seasons. Prior to Thursday’s 
contest, Varlamov had posted a 0.95 goals-against average, a staggering 
.963 save percentage and five shutouts in 505:45 against the Rangers.  

Varlamov ultimately gave up six goals on 23 shots, which led to the 
eliminated Islanders’ third loss in a row. The Isles ended the Rangers’ 
shutout streak at 200:43, which dates back to their 4-2 loss to the 
Hurricanes on April 12, when Brock Nelson scored his first of two goals 
on the night 37 seconds into the middle frame.  

Chris Kreider’s 51st goal of the season on the power play and Strome’s 
late second-period tally, however, kept the Rangers comfortably ahead. 
Even with Nelson’s second of the game on the power play and Josh 
Bailey’s score at 13:22 of the third sandwiching Ryan Reaves’ fourth of 
the season, the Rangers finished strong.  

It was a drastic turnaround from the Rangers’ shutout loss to the 
Islanders at the beginning of the month, which was reminiscent of how 
this Battle of New York has played out in the Isles’ favor over the past 
couple of seasons.  

But the Rangers are in the process of changing the narrative. 
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Rangers' Braden Schneider preparing for first trip to 'ramped up' 
postseason 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

Braden Schneider is trying to stay grounded and in the moment.  

If he gets ahead of himself, the rookie defenseman said, that’s when the 
overthinking sets in. With five games left on the regular-season calendar, 
beginning with the Islanders on Thursday night at UBS Arena, it’s looking 
more and more like Schneider will be one of the Rangers’ top six 
defensemen heading into the playoffs.  

“It’s definitely something I’m really excited for,” Schneider said of his first 
NHL postseason. “My main focus is just to keep building my game. I 
haven’t been in that situation in the playoffs before, but I’ve seen it. It 
looks like it’s ramped up and the physicality is ramped up. So just to 

make sure that I’m keeping my habits and keep building my game to 
make sure I’m ready for those moments if they come.  

“It’s been a cool experience to learn and I’m excited for it. I can’t wait to 
get in there.”  

Since his NHL debut on Jan. 13 in San Jose, Schneider has skated in all 
but two contests as part of the Rangers’ third defensive pairing. The first 
matchup he was scratched in was right after the trade deadline, when 
head coach Gerard Gallant played all of the Rangers’ new additions — 
including veteran defenseman Justin Braun. The other was against 
Braun’s former team, the Flyers, on April 3 after Schneider went a minus-
three in the 3-0 loss to the Islanders on April 1.  

Entering Thursday, Schneider had competed in the past eight straight 
games since his last healthy scratch, skating alongside either Braun or 
Patrik Nemeth. The last contest Nemeth and Braun lined up next to each 
other was the aforementioned Flyers game over two weeks ago.  

Braun, who was brought in to deepen the Rangers’ defense, had only 
played in six games since arriving in New York entering Thursday. It 
seems as though Gallant has a preference for the Nemeth-Schneider 
duo, which has been on the ice for 11 Rangers goals and 10 against over 
303:42 together, according to Natural Stat Trick.  

“He’s earned everything he’s gotten,” Gallant said of Schneider. “From 
the day he got called up. The plan was coming into training camp, we 
didn’t see him on our hockey team right away. He was a young kid who 
we wanted to get some [AHL] games and experience and he went down 
there and he played hard and he did all the right things. He came up here 
and [has] done nothing but play good.”  

Much has been made of Braun’s 100 playoff games of experience and 
rightfully so, especially considering how young this Rangers squad is. But 
Schneider has only strengthened his case with responsible play and a 
memorable hit that turned into a fight against the Devils this month.  

Schneider agreed that he’s taken pride in being able to hold onto his spot 
in the lineup for the most part since Braun came into the picture.  

“It’s something that’s completely out of my control,” he said. “I just got to 
make sure that I’m out there doing my job and doing what I can to help 
the team win. It’s awesome to keep getting opportunities and keep 
playing, but can’t take it for granted because we have a ton of great 
players on our defense.” 
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Rangers' veteran trade deadline acquisitions complete contender puzzle 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

They have babies on the back end, no doubt about that when you are 
talking about a top four that features 24-year-olds Adam Fox and Ryan 
Lindgren and 22-year-old K’Andre Miller plus a third pair showcasing 20-
year-old Braden Schneider.  

But the Rangers are no longer young up front. And they are not even 
young-ish when it comes to their top six that will assume most of the 
responsibility and most of the burden when the Blueshirts skate into their 
first playoff series since 2017.  

You never know about injuries, such as the unspecified third-period 
lower-body injury Andrew Copp sustained after recording a first-period 
natural hat trick on the Island in Thursday’s 6-3 victory that clinched 
home ice for the first round and kept the Blueshirts in a first-place tie with 
Carolina with four games to go.  
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But if No. 18 can return in time for the playoff opener the first week of 
May, the Rangers’ top two lines will comprise 31-year-old Chris Kreider 
with 29-year-old Mika Zibanejad and 28-year-old Frank Vatrano on one 
unit while 30-year-old Artemi Panarin skates with 28-year-old Ryan 
Strome and the 27-year-old Copp on the other.  

The greying of the top six at just the right time represents perhaps the 
most consequential impact of the deadline-proximate deals pulled off by 
general manager Chris Drury, who added Copp, Vatrano, 35-year-old 
defenseman Justin Braun and currently injured 27-year-old Tyler Motte to 
the roster.  

Believe me, if the 2022 Rangers have 16 playoff wins in them, these 
deals will be remembered as fondly as the ones at the 1994 deadline that 
helped transform the team into Stanley Cup champions.  

The Rangers expected Andrew Copp to be a member of the top-six after 
coming over at the trade deadline. 

“We talked about it early in the year, we have some young kids that we’re 
real happy with but a little more experience doesn’t hurt us,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “I think we’re showing that since all those deals.  

“You’ve got more experience out there and the kids are fitting in well 
where they’re playing.”  

Truth be told (and that’s always the objective here), with Kaapo Kakko 
sidelined with an unidentified right leg injury, 20-year-old Alexis 
Lafreniere and 22-year-old Filip Chytil — who also left Thursday’s match 
in the third period — are the only two young forwards in the lineup.  

Copp was expected to be a top-sixer upon his acquisition from the Jets, 
though no one could quite anticipated his explosive production, now 18 
points (8-10) in 15 games with the Blueshirts. Of course, when one is 
playing with Panarin, whose four assists in yet another brilliant 
performance established a franchise season record for forwards at 74, a 
multiplier must be factored into the equation.  

It’s Vatrano, though, whose top-six inclusion might be a surprise, for he 
had generally been a bottom-sixer for the Panthers prior to his March 16 
acquisition five days ahead of the deadline. He spent his first four games 
as a Ranger with Panarin and Strome.  

But the adjustment initially made for the March 25 match against the 
Penguins has taken hold. If healthy, the Rangers’ top of the order is as 
settled as it has been since Jean Ratelle played between Vic Hadfield 
and Rod Gilbert while Walter Tkaczuk centered Steve Vickers and Billy 
Fairbairn. Well, maybe not quite that long, but you get the idea. (Even in 
2013-14 and 2014-15, the club was constantly juggling top-six 
combinations.)  

“We expected what we’re getting from him, to be honest with you,” 
Gallant said of Vatrano, who has 11 points (7-4) since the trade. “He’s 
been in the league for a while and has the reputation as a guy who can 
shoot the puck and score.  

“You’ve got to make sure he’s going every night. So when he got the 
opportunity to go up with those guys, he’s been able to stay there.”  

Vatrano is a straight-line guy with offensive flair whose shoot-first 
philosophy provides an interesting contrast to Kreider and Zibanejad’s 
erstwhile partner, Pavel Buchnevich, for one.  

“He’s a threat and when he gets the puck he shoots the puck. Sometimes 
we get frustrated because our guys hold the puck too long,” Gallant said. 
“Sometimes we get too cute with the plays on top. It’s funny how our 
team is.  

“We make some real good plays, we have some good O-zone 
possession but Vatrano is a guy that shoots the puck. You need a little bit 
of everything. I think that’s what we added to our group. We added a guy 
who is going to shoot the puck more than he’s going to pass it.”  

The Rangers have added diversity. The Rangers added experience. The 
Rangers have added, gasp, age. There’s your rebuild. 

New York Post LOADED: 04.22.2022 

1242161 New York Rangers 

 

With four assists, Artemi Panarin sets career-high with 96 points 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

A day after Artemi Panarin discussed how he’d changed his approach to 
the game at some point during the season to try and go where the puck 
is, rather than staying in his left wing position, the Rangers’ forward had 
four assists in the Blueshirts’ 6-3 win over the Islanders Thursday night at 
UBS Arena. 

“I thought he was outstanding,’’ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said of 
Panarin. “He doesn’t play a perfect ‘D’ zone coverage. He doesn’t back 
check as hard as some guys, because he’s reading plays and you know, 
that’s what he does. 

“He competes and he played hard. I thought tonight [the Islanders] went 
after him a little bit, and he just bounced off them and kept making his 
plays. He doesn’t play the same way as everybody else, but that’s what 
makes him special.’’ 

Panarin has 74 assists (second-best in the NHL) and 96 points, a new 
career-high. 

Fox skates in 200th game 

Defenseman Adam Fox had three assists in his 200th career game. The 
Jericho native earned his 70th point of the season to give the Rangers 
four players with at least 70 points in a season for the fourth time in 
franchise history. 

“When points come, they feel pretty nice to get,’’ Fox said. “But the team 
has been rolling recently. So, at the end of the day, we've had a good 
shutout streak. I'm a defenseman, and you know, that's something back 
there we take a lot of pride in. 

"And yeah, obviously to get three assists, to get a goal [in Tuesday's win 
over Winnipeg], it's nice … but you know, when the team is winning, 
that's when I think the locker room's at its best, I think that's when 
everyone has their best energy.’’ 

Blue notes 

Besides starting Alexandar Georgiev in net, Gallant made one change 
from the lineup he used in Tuesday’s 3-0 victory over Winnipeg, inserting 
defenseman Justin Braun in place of Patrik Nemeth. The other scratches 
were forwards Greg McKegg, Julien Gauthier and Jonny Brodzinski, and 
D Libor Hajek . . . The Rangers went 2-2-0 against the Islanders this 
season. All four games were won by the visiting team . . .  

 The Blueshirts have four games remaining in the regular season: 
Saturday afternoon in Boston, Tuesday and Wednesday at the Garden 
against Carolina and Montreal, and next Friday at the Garden against 
Washington in the regular-season finale. 
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Andrew Copp scores a natural hat trick in Rangers' win over Islanders 

 

By Colin Stephenson 
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Ever since they clinched a playoff spot April 9, the Rangers’ focus has 
been to continue to play well and get ready for the playoffs. Part of that 
entails making sure everyone is at the top of their game when the 
postseason begins May 2, but part of it, too, is making sure everyone is 
healthy for Game 1. 

So Thursday’s 6-3 win over the rival Islanders was a mixed bag for the 
Blueshirts, who clinched home ice for the first round of the playoffs, while 
also holding onto a share of first place in the division with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

But Andrew Copp, who scored a first-period natural hat trick, left with 
eight minutes to go with what the Rangers said afterward was a lower-
body injury. And third-line center Filip Chytil also left midway through the 
third because he was “sore,’’ according to coach Gerard Gallant. Chytil 
said he was cross-checked in the first period. 

Other than the injuries, the Rangers looked like a team that is ready for 
the playoffs. Artemi Panarin assisted on all three of Copp’s goals and 
had four assists, giving him 96 points this season (eighth-best in the 
NHL), one more than his previous career high. He has 74 assists which 
is second-best in the league. 

Adam Fox had three assists and became the fourth Ranger to reach the 
70-point plateau (he has 72). Chris Kreider netted goal No. 51 and Ryan 
Strome No. 20. For Strome, it was the first time he has scored 20 goals 
in a season. 

“You don’t really want to set personal accomplishments and goals, but I 
have had 17, 18 and 19, so nice to finally get [20],’’ said Strome, a former 
Islanders first-round pick. “Obviously, everything started here with this 
[Islanders] organization, and seems like it’s come full circle.’’ 

But Strome preferred to talk about the Rangers’ team accomplishments. 
The victory was their fourth in a row and seventh in their last eight 
games, and lifted their record to 51-21-6. Their 108 points have them tied 
with Carolina with four games remaining for each team, including one 
against each other Tuesday at Madison Square Garden. 

“Like I’ve said all year, I think our team would give back all these things 
personally for the way our team is playing and where we’re at as a 
team,’’ he said. “So, a good night, and we’ve got to keep rolling before 
the playoffs.’’ 

Copp scored his first goal at 3:43 of the first, trailing the play and one-
timing a pretty backhand pass from Panarin past Semyon Varlamov from 
the top of the right circle. His second goal, a shot from below the right 
circle, on a pinpoint pass by Panarin through a maze of bodies, made it 
2-0 at 7:48. His third goal, which made it 3-0, came off a give-and-go 
return pass from Strome, but it was Panarin who started the play by 
carrying the puck into the zone and taking a hit from Brock Nelson as he 
backhanded a feed to Copp to start a two-on-one with Strome. 

Copp became the third Ranger to have a first-period hat trick, the last 
coming on Dec. 26, 1986, from Kelly Kisio. He became the second 
Ranger to have a natural hat trick — three straight goals — completed in 
the first period, after Don Raleigh was the first to do it, on Feb. 25, 1948. 

The first of Nelson’s two goals, 37 seconds into the second period to 
make it 3-1, ended the Rangers’ shutout streak. They entered with three 
straight shutouts, and went 200 minutes and 43 seconds between goals 
allowed.  

Rangers backup goalie Alexandar Georgiev made 26 saves and won his 
seventh straight start to improve to 14-9-2 this season. Igor Shesterkin, 
one of the frontrunners for the Vezina Trophy, is 36-11-4. 

Kreider scored on the power play at 17:15 of the second to make it 4-1. 
Strome’s goal made it 5-1 before the period was over. 

Nelson scored on a power play to make it 5-2 at 2:06 of the third period, 
but Ryan Reaves finished a 3-on-1 break to make it 6-2 at 12:53. Josh 
Bailey scored 29 seconds later to make it 6-3. 
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Return of Islanders-Rangers playoff rivalry will have to wait 

 

By Neil Best 

 

This was going to be the year the Islanders and Rangers both reached 
the playoffs, and perhaps, maybe, possibly, if the hockey gods willed it, 
they would meet in the postseason for the first time since 1994. 

Nineteen-ninety-four!!! How in the name of J.P. Parise is that even 
possible? 

But as you might have read, seen and heard by now . . . no. The drought 
will continue at least until 2023. 

While the Islanders already were eliminated from the playoffs before 
hosting the Rangers at UBS Arena on Thursday night, this was a chance 
to salvage some pride and dent the Rangers’ division title aspirations. 

They did not. Behind a hat trick from Andrew Copp and a playmaking 
tour de force from Artemi Panarin, the Rangers won, 6-3, after which 
Islanders coach Barry Trotz blasted some of his players, saying they 
“cheated the game” with their effort. 

That is the sort of passion this rivalry fosters, and it's why the playoff 
layoff is a pity, because the teams have played so many close, 
entertaining regular-season games against one another over the 
decades. 

Just this past March 17, the Islanders’ 2-1 victory at Madison Square 
Garden arguably was both teams’ most entertaining game this season. 

This is not like Jets-Giants or Mets-Yankees, teams in opposite 
conferences or leagues that have combined for one postseason meeting 
among them. 

The Rangers and Islanders are in the same division! This defies odds 
and logic. 

Since the Rangers swept the Islanders in the first round in 1994 — 
outscoring them 22-3 en route to their most recent Stanley Cup — they 
have faced the Capitals six times and the Penguins five in the playoffs. 

The Islanders have played the Penguins three times and the Capitals 
twice. 

Alain Guillerme and his daughter, Lia, of Manhattan wear half-Islanders, 
half-Rangers jerseys outside UBS Arena on Thursday night. Credit: Neil 
Best / Newsday 

The Islanders have won only one playoff game against the Rangers 
since 1984, for crying out loud! One! 

About that one: The Islanders needed a double-overtime power play goal 
by Brent Sutter at Nassau Coliseum to secure it, 4-3, on April 9, 1990. 

Why a power play in overtime? 

Troy Mallette of the Rangers had been sent off for five minutes — and 
ejected — for ramming Jeff Norton’s head into the glass, rendering him 
unconscious and sending him to the hospital. 

This was in keeping with the mood in the crowd, which featured dueling 
Rangers and Islanders chants. There were police on horseback outside 
the arena to help keep order. 

That was Game 3. In Game 1, Pat LaFontaine was taken off the ice on a 
stretcher after suffering a concussion and the Islanders’ Ken 
Baumgartner and Mick Vukota both were suspended and . . . well, it was 
a different time, young readers. 
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Of course, one reason for the paucity of playoff matchups has been the 
paucity of playoff appearances. 

Only four times since 1994 have both teams made the playoffs, including 
a close call in 2015 when an Islanders victory over the Capitals in Game 
7 would have led to a second-round showdown. 

This season the Islanders failed to hold up their end of the bargain for 
reasons you are tired of reading about by now. 

They had only Thursday night’s game left to show what they could do 
against their rivals, and fans of both teams turned out in force, as they 
always do. 

They included Alain Guillerme of Manhattan and his 13-year-old 
daughter, Lia, who both wore No. 9 jerseys that were half Islanders and 
half Rangers — for Clark Gillies and Adam Graves. 

Guillerme is a lifelong Rangers fan, but when Lia announced several 
years ago that she liked the Islanders, they cut the two jerseys in half and 
reassembled them. 

“We’re a family,” he said. 

They said they get double takes from fans, and once got one from the 
Islanders’ Brock Nelson during warmups. They often are told this is not 
the way the rivalry works. 

“[People say], ‘You cannot be a Rangers and an Islanders fan at the 
same time,’” Guillerme said. 

When told about the long drought since the teams last met in the 
playoffs, Lia said, “They’re probably doing it on purpose, because they 
don’t want fights or something.” 

Much as it seems like they might be, they are not doing it on purpose, 
fights or no fights. The league and most New York-area hockey fans 
would love to see it happen. 

Someday. 
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Rangers rookie Braden Schneider staying ahead of the curve 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

The Rangers have improved significantly since general manager Chris 
Drury went to work at the trade deadline a month ago.  The players he 
acquired helped the Blueshirts go 10-3-1 entering Thursday's game 
against the rival Islanders at UBS Arena. 

Forwards Andrew Copp and Frank Vatrano have become mainstays on 
the top two lines, and Tyler Motte was a dynamo on the fourth line and 
solid on the penalty-kill before he was injured last week. 

One of those additions, though, defenseman Justin Braun, hasn’t had as 
big of an impact.  

Braun came to the Rangers from the Philadelphia Flyers in exchange for 
a third-round pick in the 2023 draft. He has so far been used as a 
seventh defenseman, mostly because 20-year-old rookie Braden 
Schneider hasn’t been fazed by the addition of veteran competition for 
minutes. 

Braun, 35, and Schneider are both righthanded, and since Adam Fox and 
Jacob Trouba hold down the top two righthanded spots on defense, 
Braun would have to beat out Schneider in order to claim a regular spot. 
Either that, or shift to the left side and beat out Patrik Nemeth. 

Coach Gerard Gallant has rotated Braun, Schneider and Nemeth on the 
third defensive pair as the Rangers try to settle on a lineup for Game 1 of 
the playoffs. But of the three options for the third pair, Schneider seems 
to have emerged as the first choice. 

Braun and Schneider were in the lineup Thursday, the fifth time Braun 
has been at left defense while partnered with Schneider. In 15 games 
since the trade deadline, Schneider has played in 13, Nemeth in 10, and 
Braun seven, including Thursday. 

“He's earned everything he's gotten from the day he got called up,’’ 
Gallant said of Schneider, who had two goals and seven assists with a 
plus-5 rating in 38 games entering Thursday. “The plan was, coming into 
training camp, we didn't see him on our hockey team right away. He was 
a young kid and we wanted to get some [AHL] games and experience, 
and he went down there and he played hard and he did all the right 
things. He’s come up here [in January] and done nothing but play well.’’ 

Schneider, a 6-2, 210-pounder who was the Rangers’ second first-round 
pick in 2020 (No. 19 overall), said he feels good about being able to hold 
onto his spot since the addition of Braun. 

“Yeah, for sure,’’ he said after Wednesday’s practice. “I’ve just got to 
make sure that I'm out there doing my job, and doing what I can to help 
the team win. And yeah, it's awesome to keep getting opportunities and 
keep playing. But I can't take it for granted, because we have a ton of 
great players on our defense.’’ 

The Rangers had pitched three straight shutouts entering Thursday, and 
while the goaltending of Igor Shesterkin and Alexandar Georgiev has had 
much to do with that, Schneider said the team has been playing better 
defensively of late, as well. 

“I think we're playing a lot more responsibly,’’ he said. “You can tell we're 
tightening things up, and it makes the game so much, I don't want to say 
‘easier,' but it's a lot of fun when you know your forwards are coming 
back and back pressuring. It makes our job a lot easier.’’ 

Four games remain in the regular season. Schneider said he is “excited’’ 
the playoffs will begin for the Rangers in a little more than a week. 

“My main focus is just keep building my game, because I know — I 
haven't been in the situation in the playoffs before— but I've seen it, and 
it looks like it's ramped up, and the physicality is ramped up,’’ he said. 
“It's been a cool experience to learn and I'm excited for [the playoffs]. I 
can't wait to get in there.’’ 
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Five thoughts on Artemi Panarin, Andrew Copp and a good Rangers 
groove 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

Artemi Panarin said Wednesday that he’s impressed by Andrew Copp. 

“He has everything,” Panarin said. “Skill, he can play in D-zone, he can 
pass, which I like. That’s good to have him here.” 

And that was before their amazing night at UBS Arena. 

The Rangers’ biggest accomplishment Thursday was clinching home ice 
for the opening round. The 6-3 win over the Islanders featured plenty of 
big numbers for the top Rangers, headlined by Copp’s first-period natural 
hat trick, but also a couple of spots of concern, headlined by Copp’s 
departure from the game with five minutes to go because of a lower-body 
injury that will be further evaluated Friday. 
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On to some thoughts: 

Panarin-Strome-Copp 

The definition of “looking-good hockey,” Panarin’s new catchphrase. He 
had four assists to give him 74 assists and 96 points for the season. We 
speculated off Panarin’s Wednesday media session that the way he’s 
been playing — closer to the puck, as he put it — has put 100 points and 
the franchise record of 80 assists well within reach. Now they’re 
tantalizingly close. 

Panarin and Gerard Gallant likely don’t see eye to eye on the 200-foot 
aspect of Panarin’s game. Panarin all but said he needed to change 
things up earlier this season because staying in his lane on the left side 
and trying to play more without the puck, two things that were likely 
asked of him by Gallant and the coaching staff, weren’t working. Now he 
has the puck, he’s unpredictable, and he’s probably not tearing back to 
break up plays. 

“He doesn’t play the same way as everyone else,” Gallant said after 
Thursday’s game. “That’s what makes him special.” 

Ryan Strome has been the Breadman Interpreter for a few years now, 
and Copp has augmented the connection. The right side of Panarin and 
Strome has seen any number of Rangers skate there, from Jesper Fast 
to Kaapo Kakko to Alexis Lafreniere and Dryden Hunt. No one’s really 
been consistent enough since Fast left two seasons ago. 

Copp is giving them consistency. He’s up to eight goals and 10 assists in 
16 Rangers games, far exceeding what even Chris Drury or Gallant 
might have hoped for when Drury made the deadline deal — Copp had 
32 points in 54 games with the Jets this season before coming over. The 
8-10-18 puts Copp 11th on the Rangers in scoring this season, ahead of 
Kakko and Hunt, both of whom had long stretches in the top six this year. 

The “Strome vs. Copp” debate will rage until free agency comes as to 
whom the Rangers should keep, as it’s highly unlikely to damn near 
impossible for Drury to sign both. If the Rangers go deep in the playoffs 
and that line is a big part of it, that debate can sit for a while. 

Rest 

Copp and Filip Chytil (upper body) left Thursday’s game early, perhaps 
providing the answer to a question Gallant has been asked often: Are 
you going to rest anyone down the stretch? 

Gallant said Thursday that Kakko could return next week to play one or 
two of the last regular-season games. That’s good, since the 21-year-old 
has played only 10 periods of hockey since mid-January. But even if 
there’s good news on Copp and Chytil in that both injuries are minor, 
there’s zero reason to put either of them in the lineup over the next few 
days. 

That may cost the Rangers a shot at the Metro Division title, but so be it. 
Chytil has been mostly a disappointment this season, but he’s still the 
best No. 3 center they have. So rest them up, give Jonny Brodzinski and 
Julien Gauthier a couple of spins and see where things end up. Nothing 
that happens in the next four games is as important as what comes after. 

Playoff shenanigans 

This wasn’t a game where guys got face-washed after every whistle, 
which is truly playoff nonsense. But there were a couple of instances 
when Rangers and Islanders engaged in some shenanigans, and it was 
good to see a few playoff newbies stand their ground. 

Lafreniere stood out in that regard. He and Noah Dobson seemed to 
have a running conversation all night, maybe something that dates to 
their QMJHL days; Lafreniere and Kieffer Bellows were jawing plenty, 
too, and gave each other a few gloved shots during the biggest scrum of 
the night in the third when the game was out of hand. 

Not every young Ranger is going to engage that way when the playoffs 
begin. But seeing Lafreniere unafraid to mix it up or run his mouth makes 

you appreciate that this kid looks very ready for the moment, even if he 
may not be the one leading the charge offensively. 

Watching the standings 

The win allowed the Rangers to keep pace with Carolina. Both teams 
have 108 points with four games to play, and they will meet Tuesday at 
the Garden. The Canes hold the tiebreaker, so the Rangers need to be a 
point clear when the dust settles. 

Of course, it’s still an open question as to whether you want the Rangers 
to finish first and get the first wild-card team, which looks as of now to be 
the Bruins. Boston hasn’t been good of late but will get David Pastrnak, 
Hampus Lindholm and Linus Ullmark back this weekend. Do you want a 
fully healthy Bruins team, a Penguins team that likely won’t have Tristan 
Jarry for the opening round or a Caps team that’s been shaky in net all 
year? 

The Rangers want to win, and that’s how you want them to proceed. But 
you may proceed however you like and wish for the best possible 
matchup in the opening round, and that hasn’t been sorted out yet. 

Record-breakers 

As mentioned, Panarin needs seven assists in the final four games to 
break Brian Leetch’s franchise mark. Chris Kreider needs four goals in 
these four games to beat Jaromir Jagr’s franchise mark. 

And there’s another franchise record in reach: The Rangers need six 
points in the last four games to set the mark for the best regular season 
in history, currently held by the Presidents Trophy-winning team from 
2014-15. The current squad already has the sixth-most points in a 
season in team history, and a win will leapfrog it over the 1970-71, 1971-
72 and 2011-12 teams. All five teams ahead of this year’s team made at 
least the conference final (or semifinals, as they were known in the early 
1970s), by the way. 
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‘It’s almost like the game has been reinvented’: Players, coaches and 
GMs on the NHL’s scoring boom 

 

Michael Russo 

21/04/2022 

 

Kirill Kaprizov, in the midst of shattering the Minnesota Wild’s single-
season scoring record and on pace for 46 goals and 101 points, was 
flying through the neutral zone last weekend in St. Louis. “The Thrill” cut 
across the middle, dipsied, then doodled, and just as two defenders were 
about to converge, the waves suddenly parted. 

One player ole’d like a bullfighter. The other backed off so abruptly, he 
basically surrendered the offensive blue line to Kaprizov. 

This was no aberration. Just WATCH: It happens umpteen times every 
game these days. 

“Years ago, players would end up on their butts,” St. Louis Blues general 
manager Doug Armstrong says. “I’m fortunate to sit up top every game 
with (Hall of Fame defenseman) Al MacInnis, and every single night, we’ll 
see somebody coming through the neutral zone, we both brace 
ourselves, grab each other’s arm and go, ‘No!’ 

“Then, all of a sudden, everyone just sort of parts, and the player just 
skates through unharmed. You forget. This is how the game is played 
today.” 
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You combine the skill level and speed with the talented and brash 
modern-day player and the fact that the rules have changed dramatically 
since the 2004-05 lockout — the league has successfully eradicated the 
hard-to-watch clutching and grabbing of the mid to late 90s and early 
2000s and largely eliminated those frightening neutral-zone and 
offensive-blue-line elbows and shoulders to the head — and the NHL has 
turned into one entertaining, skilled, fast, high-scoring league. 

Trevor Zegras, the young Anaheim Ducks stud and Calder Trophy 
contender who flashes skill and all kinds of trickery nightly, doesn’t know 
hockey any other way. 

This is how his generation grew up playing the sport, and he loves it. 

“Guys are scoring at a pretty crazy rate right now. I mean, Auston 
Matthews has, what, 58 goals?” Zegras says. “It’s just kind of cool to be 
playing at a time where offense is such a big part of the game, and it’s 
inspiring to see these guys like Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl and 
all these great players putting up these big numbers. It gives you 
something to strive for and work on pretty much at all times. It’s definitely 
very cool to be in that mix right now.” 

This is a new age in the NHL, a far cry from the dead puck era that saw a 
sharp decline in goal scoring from the 1980s. In 1980-81, teams 
averaged 4.01 goals per game. In the decade, there was never a year 
below 3.67 goals per game. 

By 2003-04, goals per game fell to 2.57 — the lowest in a half-century. 

This season, teams are averaging 3.09 goals per game, the highest 
average since 1995-96, when it was 3.14 per game. The league-wide 
save percentage of .907 is the lowest since 2006-07 (.905). The average 
penalty kill is 79 percent, which is frankly unbelievable. The average 
power play is 21 percent. As Edmonton Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft 
notes, “It wasn’t that long ago when if you had a 19, 20 percent power 
play, you were in the top five in the National Hockey League.” 

The Florida Panthers are averaging 4.17 goals per game, the highest by 
a team since the Pittsburgh Penguins averaged 4.41 per game in 1995-
96. Eighteen teams (56 percent of the league) are averaging more than 
three goals per game. And it’s not just the teams with offensive 
superstars like the Panthers, Colorado Avalanche, Edmonton Oilers and 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

The Blues have shot up to fourth in the NHL in goals per game, at 3.74, 
thanks to recently scoring four or more goals in 12 consecutive games 
(62 goals, 5.17 per game). Heck, the Wild, for years considered one of 
the most committed defensive teams in the NHL with a foundation 
established by original coach Jacques Lemaire, have six 20-goal scorers, 
three 30-goal scorers and rank fifth in the NHL with 3.66 goals per game. 

“Look how teams are made up now: four lines that can contribute 
offensively,” says 37-year-old future Hall of Fame goaltender Marc-Andre 
Fleury, who debuted for the Penguins in 2003. “When I started, your third 
line was grinding, your fourth line was fighting. Now, look at our third line. 
We have two 20-goal scorers on there. Imagine having to defend 
(Jordan) Greenway, (Joel) Eriksson Ek and (Marcus) Foligno. Is there a 
bigger line in the league? Imagine having to defend them. They’re our 
checking line, but they check by playing in the offensive zone.” 

There are 39 point-per-game players this season in the NHL (minimum 
60 games) with another four hovering at 0.99. When the Blues scored 
seven second-period goals Sunday in Nashville and won 8-3, it was the 
30th time since March 1 that an NHL team scored at least seven goals in 
a game. In 2015-16, 29 teams scored that many in a game in the entire 
season. 

Last Saturday and Sunday, 153 goals were scored across the league — 
the highest-scoring weekend in NHL history. 

You see the impact of the scoring increase in every facet of the game. 
With 1,226 games played, according to NHL Stats and The Athletic’s 
Shayna Goldman: 

• Seventy-eight percent of all goals have been scored at even-strength, 
tied for the second-highest rate of even-strength goals in the expansion 
era (79 percent in 1972-73). 

• Forty-two percent of games have seen a team rally from a deficit to win. 
Only two seasons have had a higher percentage of comeback victories 
(44 percent in 2005-06 and 46 percent in 1920-21). 

• Matthews needs two goals to become the NHL’s first 60-goal scorer in 
10 years (Steven Stamkos in 2011-12). He would also be the first U.S.-
born 60-goal scorer in NHL history. 

• Four players have either reached or are on pace to score 50-plus goals, 
with another two on track to score 45 or more. The last season to see 
four or more players hit the 50-goal mark was 2005-06. 

• Fifty-three players have reached or are on pace to score 30 goals, 
which would be the highest total since 1993-94. 

• Eight players have reached or are on pace to score 100 points, which 
would be the highest total since 1995-96. There are another four players 
who are on pace to reach 98 points or more. 

• Of the 117 players with 50-plus points entering play Monday, 63 percent 
are on pace for career highs in points. 

“It’s like the 80s,” says Dallas Stars coach Rick Bowness, who has been 
behind the bench as an assistant or head coach 2,557 times — the most 
in NHL history. 

Over the past month, The Athletic has talked to scores of executives, 
coaches and current and former players as to why goals have erupted. 

We heard everything from the speed and skill never being better to how 
the crackdown on hooking, slashing, cross-checking and checks to the 
head have led to a more wide-open, unencumbered game. There were 
theories about how teams rarely practice anymore — which is true — 
and how having fewer practices leads to more defensive breakdowns. 
There was talk about how the slimming of goalie equipment coupled with 
the advanced technology of hockey sticks, about how coaches are 
pulling goalies earlier leading to more empty-net goals, about how 
today’s style is to allow defensemen to always join the attack, meaning 
there are more Cale Makar types and fewer punishing defensemen like 
Scott Stevens, Derian Hatcher and Chris Pronger. 

“I think you add all these factors up and it’s a culmination that caused 
some an offensive game today,” says Pronger, the Hall of Famer and the 
last defenseman to win the Hart Trophy (2000). 

Let’s take a closer look at the most prevalent theories. 

The NHL’s scoring boom, by the numbers 

Note: Only full NHL seasons are included in charts, and numbers in this 
article do not reflect Wednesday’s late games. Charts by The Athletic’s 
Shayna Goldman. 

Fast, skilled and confident 

Zac Bell is a 21-year-old hockey wizard and internet sensation from 
Orillia, Ontario. 

His junior playing career ended prematurely because of concussions, but 
he has made a name for himself pulling off stick- and puck-handling 
tricks that even marvel NHLers. He’s called the “Hockey Jedi” and has 
more than 340,000 Instagram followers, most of them of young players 
who study his tricks, practice emulating them and even film themselves 
trying to pull them off with the hope Bell will broadcast the attempts to his 
followers. 

He’s so idolized by youngsters, when he recently made an appearance at 
the Let’s Play Hockey Expo during the boys state high school tournament 
in St. Paul, Minn., hundreds of kids lined up to meet him, take pictures 
with him, get autographs and even challenge him to tricks. 
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At the NHL All-Star skills competition in Las Vegas two months ago, 
Zegras sought out Bell to come up with a cool move for the breakaway 
challenge. Zegras paid homage to the movie “Dodgeball” by wearing an 
Average Joe’s Peter La Fleur shirt. Ducks goalie John Gibson blindfolded 
Zegras and the 21-year-old New Yorker would need to score with NHL 
mascots tossing dodgeballs his way. 

Zegras swears he could only see his skates. 

“Gibson double flaps the blindfold,” Zegras says. “It was definitely the 
most scared I’ve ever been in my entire life.” 

But Zegras skated in, pulled the puck with the toe to the flat part of his 
blade to elevate the puck on the side, did a forward scoop motion three 
times, and on the third one spun into it with his body and released with 
his bottom hand for a goal low blocker. 

“We started working on a few Zorro pickups and a few different spin 
moves, and I was blown away he could actually do the spin,” Bell says. 
“Most guys can’t even get the puck up on their stick. Once he did that, I 
knew we had something to work with here. It was spectacular to see him 
pull it off live.” 

This, of course, wasn’t in an NHL game, but that hasn’t stopped Zegras 
from scoring a lacrosse goal April 1 against Arizona and on Dec. 7 going 
over the net with a pass to Sonny Milano for a gorgeous goal against 
Buffalo. 

“It’s a youthful league now, a skilled league now, and I think as more and 
more kids study the Internet (tricksters like Bell) and gifted players like 
Zegras and Jack Hughes and of course the Connor McDavids, Leon 
Draisaitls and Auston Matthewses. I think this is our future,” Edmonton 
Oilers GM Ken Holland says. “These kids are growing up learning how to 
play with skill, and they’re going to eventually bring that into the NHL. I 
think it all adds up to a more entertaining game.” 

You can already see it. 

Watch a youth game during intermissions at an NHL rink, and there 
seem to be more kids trying to score from behind the net than in front. 
Earlier this month, a 7-year-old from New York named Nash Katz 
casually pulled off “The Zegras.” 

7 year old pulls off the Michigan @NHL @NHLNetwork @BarDown 
@spittinchiclets @JayOnSC @espn @SportsCenter #icetime #sctop10 
#2015born pic.twitter.com/yLwzatShCX 

— Nash Katz (@NashKatzHockey) April 9, 2022 

“It was insane,” Zegras says. “I couldn’t even imagine thinking about that 
at age seven. I do think this is the league today. We’re there to win 
games, but we’re there to entertain the fans, too. Hockey is supposed to 
be fun, and it’s definitely cool to do stuff that maybe isn’t done all the time 
or seen before. But I learned it from somebody, so if there are kids out 
there trying to do stuff they see me do, I think that’s a great thing.” 

Zegras grew up a fan of Patrick Kane, the Chicago Blackhawks star who 
is on pace to break Mike Modano’s all-time scoring record for a U.S.-born 
player (1,374 points). Zegras used to go on YouTube, watch Kane 
perform his masterpieces and then go out on the driveway or into the 
street and emulate and emulate until he could do it, too. 

“Social media and YouTube is so big now, little kids can learn in so many 
different ways,” Zegras says. “It’s pretty cool seeing all the videos and 
people tagging me with stuff they watch me do. I feel like there’s a new 
one every day, and I believe we’re going to see more and more stuff like 
this in the NHL. And that’s a good thing. 

“There’s stuff in every sport that people gravitate toward, whether it’s the 
alley-oop or dunking in basketball or a home run in baseball, a hole-in-
one in golf. In hockey, there are moves you can master and then try them 
in a game. To me, I think it definitely helps grow the game. Not 
everybody in the NHL is going to be able to pick the puck up on their 
stick and throw it around their body like Zac Bell can on Instagram. But, 

to me, it’s definitely another branch of hockey that I think one day will be 
more common in the NHL, for sure. 

“Growing up, you can ask my parents, I was just in love with that part of 
the game. Juggling the puck, stick-handling. I probably spent most of my 
days after school rollerblading in the driveway or trying to find a stick and 
maybe stick-handling in my room or my garage or whatever it was. And 
now, it’s definitely amazing that it’s kind of coming full circle and I’m able 
to do that stuff on the ice that I used to do in my driveway.” 

Says Armstrong: “You saw it at the All-Star Game. You see it nightly with 
some of these younger players. They have no filter on their mind and 
what they can do on the ice.” 

The reality is this is the norm for this generation. 

“The kids coming in early, they’ve been exposed to so much from the 
time they’re 10, 12 years old, playing international hockey and against 
high competition their whole lives,” Bowness says. “They’re not as 
intimidated coming into the league as they used to be. Used to be you’ve 
got to be quiet, sit here, earn your ice time. And that’s not the case 
anymore. A kid can play … man, they’re getting 20 minutes a night, and 
they’re just not intimidated by that as much as they used to be. So there’s 
been a lot of changes to the game. And for the better. The game is far 
more entertaining to watch now.” 

Adds Columbus Blue Jackets GM Jarmo Kekalainen, laughing: “Young 
people, they like to express themselves. You see it from their outfits to 
the different tricks. I think the old generation sometimes looks at it and 
says, ‘Wow, this wasn’t allowed in our days or would have never been 
tolerated.’ But you know what? We used to take a horse and buggy to 
work and now we drive cars. 

“Life changes. So does hockey. Today’s generation, they’re not afraid to 
make mistakes, so they take a little bit more chances. That can be 
sometimes frustrating to the management, but it’s certainly entertaining. 
There aren’t too many boring teams anymore. It’s good that I’m already 
bald because some of the plays made today would make me lose my 
hair.” 

Neutral-zone freedom 

This is a fast game right now, and while every team wants to be 
suffocating in the neutral zone, it seems like it’s easier to get through it 
than ever before. 

Gone are the days of Lemaire’s New Jersey Devils turning the neutral 
zone into a cobweb. Fleury says he’s blown away in some of these track 
meet games when he suddenly sees a player dump the puck in 
transition. 

“In the old days — and when I say ‘old days,’ I mean, like, two years ago 
— there was more ‘put the puck in, go get it, put the puck on net, go 
grind it,’” Fleury says. “Now I find guys don’t just, like, shoot on net. More 
clever plays now. It’s a lot of seam passes, lot of backdoor, lot of two 
passes where it’s low, high, shoot, or across, then shoot. I think it’s more 
movement before one shot. They don’t just waste shots from bad angles. 
Obviously, still people are crashing. And there’s always a guy in front for 
tips and stuff, but it feels like maybe more.” 

There’s simply less dump-and-chase because players are skating so fast 
through the neutral zone that defensemen are naturally backing up and 
conceding the blue line. 

Hooking and slashing the hands are called more often now. 

“I think they made a huge step a few years ago when they took hooking 
away from the hands,” Armstrong says. “It’s really freed up players’ 
hands. They don’t get tied up as much. And I think it’s just created more 
space, more time. The skill level’s never been as high as we see it now.” 

Same with interference and fencing off at the blue line. This season there 
has been more of a focus on cross-checks in front of the net. 
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“It’s the fastest I’ve ever seen the game, because you can’t hold up 
anymore,” says Stars veteran Joe Pavelski. “You see that new-age 
player — the game’s opened up because they’re all over the league. The 
skill level and speed are nothing I’ve ever seen before, and when you 
can’t obstruct, those guys can create and get great looks at the net.” 

The NHL has done a great job getting rid of those scary moments from 
yesteryear where, say, a Scott Stevens would step into an Eric Lindros or 
a Paul Kariya up high. But that has allowed players to skate freely and at 
high speed through the middle of their ice, sometimes with their heads 
down. 

Pronger says less dump-and-chase has been interesting to watch and he 
thinks it has to do with how much fun the skilled players have playing 
three-on-three overtime. 

“They all want to control the puck,” Pronger says. “They all want to 
control play. So when they make a line change, they’re less likely to even 
get to the red line, dump it and get off. They’re going to maybe get close 
to the red line, turn around and go back the other way, and let the players 
change, much like teams do in three-on-three. So the game is being 
played more like the way they do when they play three-on-three, and 
puck possession, puck control, and all that stuff. 

“Honestly, it’s almost like the game has been reinvented. Players from 
the old days would have to learn an entire new way to play the game.” 

Defensemen on the attack 

Nashville Predators captain Roman Josi has 89 points. Cale Makar, the 
23-year-old Colorado Avalanche star, has 26 goals and 83 points. 

Then there’s Victor Hedman, Adam Fox, Quinn Hughes … the list goes 
on and on of mobile, skilled, offensive-minded defensemen who are 
given the freedom to go. 

It’s not even limited to those types of ultra-skilled players. Most teams 
give their defensemen permission to take the reins and join the attack. 

“Used to have (Paul) Coffey and Bobby (Orr) and guys like that,” 
Bowness says. “Well, now every team has a lot of guys that are coming 
up and putting points on the board. It’s not as physical as it used to be. 
And that helps the high-end skill. … The more skill you put in, the less 
physical the league becomes. It obviously heats up at this time of year 
and the playoffs. But the physicality, you used to have the big stay-at-
home defensemen. You don’t see them anymore. You just don’t. They all 
get the puck. They all go. And that’s the game today. The league has 
adjusted, and the teams have adjusted, and it’s far more entertaining to 
watch, but it’s not as physical.” 

Pronger says because of that, there’s less adherence to defense. 

“Teams are more willing to run-and-gun with other teams because of the 
skill sets of teams and the way that they’re built,” he says. “I feel like 
players with my style don’t exist anymore. Like, I could do both. Play 
offense and be mean and hard in front of the net. Now, because of the 
rules, you can’t really be that hard. And then you have some of these 
high-skilled, potent, scoring defensemen — a new, young Owen Power, 
Makar, Fox. They’re gunslingers. They’re looking to provide offense and 
get on the attack. They’re willing to sacrifice some of the defensive end at 
times to get points. 

“When you do that, there’s a give and take. Look, we all want to see the 
skilled players and great plays and great goals, but you want to see 
physicality, too. There’s teams that have a lot of skilled players that play 
hard on the puck. They’re not running guys over, but they’re aggressive 
on the puck, and in the corners, and grinding to get loose puck battles. 
But that’s few and far between. I want to see compete and 
aggressiveness and abrasiveness. It seems to me, at times, when you’re 
watching games, they’re just going in a circle. Then they change and 
then they go in and circle the other way and change. It can be a little 
monotonous at times, depending upon the teams that are playing and 
where they are in the schedule and how many games they’ve played. But 

for the most part, it’s fun to watch for the fans because it’s leading to 
more goals.” 

Pronger broke into the league in 1993-94. Fittingly, that was the last 
season the NHL saw a 90-point defenseman — until this one. With Josi 
at 89 points and Makar at 83, both are projected to get to 90. Josi also 
has a chance of becoming the league’s first 100-point defenseman since 
Brian Leetch in 1991-92 and Makar the first 30-goal defenseman since 
Mike Green in 2008-09. 

Oilers forward Ryan Nugent-Hopkins loves it. 

“The way that the game is played now, there’s so many high-end players, 
so many fast players, that the game’s evolved to allow those guys to 
showcase their skill and showcase what they’re able to do,” he says. “I 
think it makes it more fun for everybody. It’s fun to play that way.” 

No practice makes not so perfect 

Because the schedule has become such a grind and because of what it 
entails to get up for a game, there has been a trend the past few years to 
prioritize rest over work. 

There are more canceled morning skates or optional skates. Practices in 
the second half of the season, frankly, are rare. 

“When Dave Manson and I came up from Bakersfield, I think it was six 
games in nine nights or five in seven,” says Woodcroft, who replaced 
Dave Tippett as the Oilers head coach Feb. 10. “It makes it tough to work 
at your game. You can do as much video as you want, you can have an 
idea of what you want to do, but to be able to rep it out or walk through 
things in practice, I think it’s important.” 

Scoring has increased from 5.9 goals per game through the first quarter 
of 2021-22 to the current rate of 6.2, which is projected to be the largest 
goals-per-game increase from the quarter mark to the end of a season in 
51 years. This is telling because typically things tighten up as seasons 
move along. 

“I can tell you for a fact, I’ve talked to a few guys that I’ve played with that 
say: ‘We never practice. Never,’” Pronger says. “It’s all about rest and 
recovery these days, to prepare for games. So there are a lot of holes in 
players’ games because they never practice. They don’t have that 
opportunity to get better. That only happens in practice. You don’t get 
better in the games. If anything, you just create more bad habits.” 

So, less pressure leads to less structure, which leads to more goals. 

Empty-net goals and extra attacker goals galore 

There’s a trend in the NHL where coaches are pulling goalies earlier and 
earlier. Some coaches will pull a goalie down two or three goals and 
keep the net empty even after a one-goal deficit becomes two and two 
becomes three. 

According to NHL Stats, there have been 443 empty-net goals this 
season, by far the most in NHL history. That’s an increase from 408 in 
2018-19. There have also been 185 extra-attacker goals through 1,226 
games. The highest recorded total is 192 in 2017-18 (the stat has only 
been tracked since 2009-10, and it includes goals on a delayed penalty). 

The Penguins have taken advantage of empty nets the most of any NHL 
team, with 21 empty-net goals, and the Blues are next at 20. On the 
other side of that, the Wild lead the league with 21 extra-attacker goals, 
and the Tampa Bay Lightning come in second at 14. 

These team increases are reflected in individual stats, particularly those 
of star players who tend to be on the ice for extra-attacker situations. 
Washington’s Alex Ovechkin has scored a league-high nine empty-net 
goals (of his 48 total goals), while Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov comes in 
second at seven (of 30). Kaprizov, meanwhile, has scored a league-high 
11 points with an extra attacker (of his 94 total points), and his Wild 
teammates Kevin Fiala (10 of 75) and Mats Zuccarello (eight of 75) are 
second and fourth. Stamkos ranks third with nine (of 87). 

Not as many goalie stars 
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Back in the day, there were star goalies across the league from Dominik 
Hasek and Marty Brodeur to Patrick Roy and Ed Belfour. 

Now, there’s Andrei Vasilevskiy and then a wide array of goalies who 
seem to fluctuate from year to year. 

The average save percentage this season is .907, the lowest since 2006-
07. 

“The fact it’s so opened up — that we’re eliminating slashing and cross-
checking, which allows players to be more creative — it’s made it a lot 
tougher on the goalies,” says Washington Capitals general manager 
Brian MacLellan. “You see a lot more inconsistencies in the goalies, in 
my mind, and it’s harder to put a full year of a high save percentage. I 
mean, there’s very few guys that are doing it.” 

The only goaltender with a save percentage above .927 is New York 
Rangers young star Igor Shesterkin (.936). And, to MacLellan’s point, 
even Shesterkin has a .916 save percentage over his past 14 games 
after a .942 in his first 37. 

“From a goaltending perspective, I don’t know if goaltenders have had 
the best of years,” Pronger says. “When you look around the league, 
there’s very few goalies that are having career years. That plays a part in 
it. When you combine all these factors and you culminate that with less 
than stellar goaltending at times, then it all comes together for an 
offensive game.” 

Fleury also thinks the goalie-equipment crackdowns coming out of the 
2004-05 lockout and modern sticks have led to more goals. 

“When I started, guys used wood sticks,” he says. “Few guys shot hard, 
but not everybody. But now everybody has a great shot. It comes off the 
stick so quick. It’s definitely frustrating for the goalies. All we’re trying to 
do is stop the puck. All they want to do is have more goals in the game.” 

‘As a fan, I embrace it’ 

It’s never just one factor. As we said at the beginning, it’s a combination 
of things that have led to the highest-scoring NHL we’ve seen in 30 
years. 

“I’m sure it’s fun to watch for the fans. I’m not sure how much fun it is for 
coaches,” quips Draisaitl, who is second in the NHL with 54 goals and 
fourth with 105 points. 

This is no longer a win-it 2-1 or 3-2 league. 

Scoring goals is fun, and a lot of it has to do with the fact everybody can 
skate these days and this game is getting younger. 

As former head coach Ken Hitchcock says, there are “way more younger 
players in the bottom of rosters.” 

And while some coaches may hate it because poor defense often leads 
to losses and the unemployment line — and GMs may be worried 
because exorbitant stats always lead to lucrative contracts — there’s no 
denying the NHL has become a more fun, entertaining product. 

“I think people embrace this now,” Armstrong says. “I know as a fan, I 
embrace it. And I think the dynamic of what’s acceptable has certainly 
changed. 

“You’re not showing your opponent up. You’re showing off your skills.” 

The big question now is will things tighten up in the playoffs? Will games 
become more physical again, or will we continue to see six-goal games 
and players able to skate through the neutral zone uncontested? 

Armstrong doubts the game has changed that much. 

“The one hit that we don’t see anymore is the flush-and-crush from 
behind the net,” he says. “There were some guys that made a career out 
of really getting players there. But I think the guys cutting across the 
middle, come May and June, better keep their heads up.” 

Regardless, Zegras thinks this is a more fun brand of hockey for the 
players and, of course, the fans. 

“Not every goal’s got to be an in-the-crease shovel,” he says, laughing. 
“Every once in a while, it’s nice to have a pretty goal.” 

Or better yet, lots of ’em. 
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LeBrun: With so many NHL coaches on expiring contracts, who stays 
next season? Who goes? 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

21/04/2022 

 

Not sure I can remember so many NHL head coaches ever potentially 
being on expiring contracts. 

There are 10 such coaches, although some of them have option years for 
next season. But still, that’s nearly a third of the league! 

Perhaps some of it is the pandemic economics in the league, but a 
simpler explanation is that seven of those 10 coaches were in-season 
replacements this year, and so interim coaches often have short-term 
contractual situations. 

And it could have actually been 11 coaches on expiring deals, but the 
Anaheim Ducks announced last week they were picking up the option on 
Dallas Eakins for next season. 

Let’s take a look at the 10 head coaches in question: 

Derek King, Chicago (expiring deal): He was promoted from the AHL to 
replace Jeremy Colliton behind the Blackhawks bench on Nov. 6. GM 
Kyle Davidson told me this week that the Hawks would address the 
coaching situation in the offseason. My sense is the players have 
enjoyed playing for King. But with the front office still charting a new 
course overall, it’s no slam dunk he returns. One source suggested to me 
it’s 50-50. If it were me, I would bring him back. The Hawks are 
rebuilding, he can help develop players. Perhaps a short-term deal here 
makes sense. 

Rick Bowness, Dallas (expiring deal): The 67-year-old coach could 
potentially retire after the season, although I don’t believe that decision 
has been made 100 percent yet. He’s obviously focused right now on the 
stretch run and a potential playoff berth. But all things being equal, I 
could see him calling it quits after a terrific career. Coaching is such a 
grind, more than ever it takes a toll on coaches around the league. He’s 
getting up there in age. Maybe he feels up to it for one more year, but 
odds are “Bones” sees it as the right time to walk away. 

Jay Woodcroft, Edmonton (expiring deal): The rookie NHL head coach 
took over from veteran Dave Tippett on Feb. 10 with the Oilers’ season 
teetering, and he’s guided Edmonton to a terrific second half; the team 
absolutely responding to Woodcroft entering the playoffs. Oilers GM Ken 
Holland told me this week he would wait until after the season to address 
the coaching situation. Which makes sense. But I’d be awfully surprised 
at this rate if Woodcroft isn’t signed to be the full-time guy. And he’s not 
going to break the bank, either, as a first-time NHL head coach. I could 
see a three-year deal after the season. 

Andrew Brunette, Florida (expiring deal): All Brunette has done after 
replacing Joel Quenneville as head coach Oct. 28 — under rather difficult 
circumstances after Quenneville resigned in the wake of the Kyle Beach 
Blackhawks scandal — is lead the Panthers to the best record in the 
Eastern Conference. It was an absolutely seamless transition behind the 
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bench, from one of the NHL’s all-time winningest coaches to the rookie 
bench boss. 

“The first few weeks he took over, he was a leader in that chair,’’ 
Panthers GM Bill Zito told me in a February interview. “And then he 
morphed into becoming more of a coach and put his own stamp on 
things. Now, much of it is pretty similar because he had worked so 
closely with Joel; so I don’t think they’re dramatic changes systems-wise 
or the way players are communicated with. 

“There hasn’t been a lot of change because it hasn’t been necessary. 
The train kept moving forward.’’ 

Zito continues to maintain that he will address the situation with his 
interim coach only after this season. The GM has been very consistent in 
that messaging throughout the season. But let’s be real, it would be 
shocking not to see Brunette signed to the full-time gig after the season. 

Mike Yeo, Philadelphia (expiring deal): In many ways, Yeo was handed a 
pretty raw deal after taking over this Flyers roster from a fired Alain 
Vigneault on Dec. 6, but with his contract expiring and the Flyers having 
a season from hell, my sense is there will most likely be a coaching 
change in Philadelphia. Which is hardly surprising given the 
circumstances. If that’s indeed the case, it actually wouldn’t surprise me if 
GM Chuck Fletcher tried to find a role within the organization for Yeo 
given the relationship those two guys have going back to their Minnesota 
days. But either way, I think you’ll see a head coach opening in Philly. 

Dave Lowry, Winnipeg (expiring deal): Jets GM Kevin Cheveldayoff 
simply told me this week that he would address the coaching situation 
after the season. The GM wasn’t tipping his hand either way. Lowry took 
over from longtime Jets coach Paul Maurice, who stepped down Dec.  
17. The Jets were picked by many to make the playoffs this year and 
despite a new voice leading things behind the bench, Lowry wasn’t able 
to get an offensively talented roster to find enough consistency. But what 
matters most probably is that the Jets themselves, as an organization, 
had higher expectations this year. This is just my own sense of things, 
but I think you’ll see the Jets opt for a coaching change. 

Martin St. Louis, Montreal (expiring deal): It’s his job if he wants it. 
There’s no question GM Kent Hughes wants St. Louis back behind the 
bench. St. Louis has hinted that he probably will want to return but that 
he and Hughes would sit down after the season and discuss it. Here’s 
what is going to interest me if St. Louis does decide he wants to be the 
full-time head coach: How much does he sign for? Habs owner Geoff 
Molson is finally getting out from under Claude Julien’s $5 million (USD) 
salary when that contract expires June 30. Molson has to still pay 
Dominique Ducharme $1.5 million (CAD) a year for another two seasons. 
Normally a first-time NHL head coach would get paid anywhere from 
$750,000 to $1.5 million a season. But this is not your run-of-the-mill, 
first-time coach here. It’s a former Hart Trophy winner with a sizeable 
brand. I doubt it ends up being an issue — after all, Molson has paid up 
plenty before — but you’re probably going to have to pay a little more 
than the normal going rate of a first-time NHL coach for a guy of St. 
Louis’ stature in the game. 

John Hynes, Nashville (option for next season): Our Predators beat writer 
Adam Vingan recently wrote on this matter. Hynes is up after the season, 
although there is a club option on his deal for next season. Hynes was 
hired as Nashville head coach in January 2020, replacing Peter 
Laviolette. They’re en route to make the playoffs a third straight year. My 
prediction here is the Preds pick up the option year on Hynes’ deal for 
next season or sign him to a new deal. But either way, I strongly believe 
Hynes is coming back. 

Bruce Boudreau, Vancouver (option for next season): Bruce, there it is! 

Boudreau was named head coach Dec. 5 with the Canucks’ season 
going nowhere, and his reputation as an in-season magic man has been 
bolstered by Vancouver making a run of it, even if it appears it might fall 
just short. At the time of his hire, it was announced he agreed to a two-
year deal ($2 million this season, $2.5 million next season) but it’s 
actually a one-year deal with an option for next season. While no one will 

confirm this, I think it’s the kind of option where if the Canucks don’t pick 
it up, he gets paid some cash out of it to walk if he’s not kept on. Either 
way, it requires Jim Rutherford and Patrik Allvin to make a decision — 
which I suspect they’ve already made, but are waiting until after the 
season to announce. 

I think there’s a decent chance they bring Boudreau back, but it’s not 100 
percent. 

Jeff Blashill, Detroit (not confirmed, but believed to have option for next 
season): When the Red Wings announced they had agreed to an 
extension with Blashill last May, they did not announce contract length. 

I have not been able to confirm this, but I believe it was a one-plus-one 
contract, so one year plus an option for next season. If that’s the case, 
Red Wings GM Steve Yzerman has another decision to make after this 
season. 

Yzerman inherited Blashill three years ago when he was named Wings 
GM and kept him on board for what looks like a promising rebuild. But 
whether Yzerman feels Blashill remains the right guy behind the bench 
as the Wings take their next step? I honestly have no feel for it. Tough to 
tell. Blashill has been behind the Wings bench since June 2015. 

And those are just all the guys who contractually require attention after 
the season, either way. Who knows what some playoff exits might also 
potentially produce. Regardless, it already is shaping up to be a busy 
news cycle on the coaching front. 
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ESPN / Why the NHL must expand the Stanley Cup playoffs 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

17-22 minutes 

1:55 PM BST 

 

The last few weeks of the 2021-22 NHL season have had all the drama 
of a foregone conclusion. 

The Eastern Conference playoff field has been set since, oh I don't know, 
Halloween 2021. The eight playoff teams aren't jockeying for position as 
much as they're letting the chips fall where they may and hoping not to 
lose any vital players to injury before the real season starts. 

The Western Conference has an actual playoff race between the Vegas 
Golden Knights and schadenfreude, with the Vancouver Canucks 
attempting a last-second surge. Otherwise, the West is set, and has been 
for some time. 

This is the part of the "Shark Tank" pitch where the inventor says, "It 
doesn't have to be this way!" 

After adding Vegas and Seattle in the last five years, the NHL now has 
32 teams. Half of them do not qualify for the playoffs. That is abjectly 
preposterous, and deleterious to growing the game. 

Here's what the NHL postseason should look like, going forward: 

    20 teams, 10 from each conference 

    Start with a play-in round, featuring the No. 7-10 seeds, adopting the 
NBA's efficient and fair format 

    After the play-in round, the undeniably perfect 16-team battle of 
attrition known as the Stanley Cup playoffs 
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    OK, almost perfect: Reorganize the final four teams by regular-season 
record, foregoing geographic designations in lieu of potential rivalry 
matchups for the Cup 

    Be happy 

    Print money 

    Let's go 

At a time when the other three major sports leagues are expanding their 
postseason fields through additional teams or play-in games, the NHL 
has only expanded the number of teams whose seasons end after Game 
No. 82. It's leaving money on the table. It's muting late-season drama. It's 
stubbornly refusing to push more teams and star players into the center-
stage spotlight of the Stanley Cup playoffs, when the NHL is at its apex 
for attention from the general public. 

Because there's nothing the NHL does better than to market the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. Case in point: 

Seriously, how great was that commercial? 

Shouldn't we want more teams invited to the postseason party? 

The NFL did, so it expanded its playoff field to 14 teams in 2020. The 
NBA did, so it created its NBA play-in tournament for its 7th-through-10th 
seeds starting in the 2020-21 season, which immediately paid dividends 
with a game between the Los Angeles Lakers and the Golden State 
Warriors. Major League Baseball did, too: While its owners wanted to 
move from a 10-team playoff field to 14 teams in their latest collective 
bargaining agreement, MLB instead expanded to a 12-team field. 

Is the NHL swimming against the current when it comes to playoff 
expansion? 

"I don't think we are," deputy commissioner Bill Daly told me over email. 
"With the exception of the NBA, I would say MLB and NFL are swimming 
to us. Just sayin'." 

Daly's essential point here is correct: The NHL has allowed more of its 
teams to qualify for the postseason than either football or baseball since 
expanding its field to 16 teams in 1979-80, when four franchises from the 
World Hockey Association were absorbed. From that point through the 
addition of the San Jose Sharks in 1991-92, 16 out of 21 teams would 
qualify for the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Was the regular-season devalued back then? Perhaps. That's a lot of 
playoff teams. But outside of the trade deadline having, like, one seller 
every season, I don't recall too many complaints about 76% of teams 
qualifying for the playoffs. That's just how it was. 

Whenever I debate people on the topic of NHL playoff expansion, "that's 
just how it is" tends to be the most popular counterargument. 

The New York Islanders and Columbus Blue Jackets in the East and the 
Vegas Golden Knights and Vancouver Canucks in the West would all be 
postseason teams in this expanded format. Making the argument that a 
.500 team like the Blue Jackets is deserving of such an honor is difficult, 
but only because having a 16-team playoff field is "just how it is." 

But the Blue Jackets "don't belong" because of the accepted structural 
norms; and when those norms shift to expand the playoffs, guess what? 
They're a playoff team, and no one will care. We're two seasons into the 
NBA's play-in tournament, and fans aren't protesting Adam Silver's office 
because the San Antonio Spurs (.415 winning percentage) were in a 
qualification round game. 

No, those fans are mostly like, "Cool, more playoff basketball." 

Other frequent counterarguments about expanding the NHL playoffs: 

"Expanding the playoff field means less drama, not more of it." I think this 
has some merit, depending on the season. We're not as engaged with 
the Golden Knights' life-or-death playoff struggle if they're already 
guaranteed at least a spot in a play-in series. That said, we would have 

probably been more engaged with Jack Eichel's old team, the Buffalo 
Sabres, whose second-half surge could have been for a playoff berth 
rather than good vibes for the summer. 

"Boiling down an entire regular season into one game isn't fair." There's 
always been an odd collision between personal responsibility and the 
concept of "fairness" in professional sports. Like when players on losing 
teams start punching opponents in the face because their team was 
playing hard during a blowout and "smiling," which is obviously an affront 
to humanity. Boo-hoo. Maybe don't put yourself in an embarrassing 
situation if you don't want to be embarrassed. 

Same deal applies to the one-and-done nature of a play-in game. If you 
feel like it's unfair to the Nos. 7 and 8 seeds that they have to still earn 
the right to enter the 16-team tournament by playing elimination games 
against "unworthy" teams, allow me to offer this subtle counterargument: 

FINISH IN THE TOP SIX! 

Play-in elimination games are, frankly, awesome. They're like skipping 
right to a Game 7. As one media executive told me, "They would be 
fantastic for television," and there's no disputing that. 

"For drawing interest for the playoffs, there's nothing better than play-in 
games," agreed one NHL executive. 

But listen, I understand there is going to be apprehension from teams 
about seeing their entire season wiped away with a single loss, in a sport 
where one bad bounce from a frozen rubber thing on an ice surface can 
be the difference between victory and defeat. Which is why, just like with 
jersey advertising and postgame fashion heat checks, the NHL should 
follow the trail the NBA has blazed for them. 

For those who don't know, the NBA uses what's commonly called the 
Page-McIntyre system for its play-in games. It's a double-elimination 
format that's been adopted everywhere from rugby to cricket to League of 
Legends tournaments. 

Essentially, the NBA sought to protect its No. 7 and 8 seeds by giving 
them two chances to qualify for the 16-team playoff tournament, despite 
being in the "play-in" round. The No. 7 and 8 seeds face each other, with 
the winner becoming the No. 7 seed. The loser of that game plays the 
winner of the No. 9 seed vs. 10 seed game, with the No. 8 seed on the 
line. 

I realize every season is different and there are no guarantees that every 
play-in tournament will produce a banger like Lakers vs. Warriors. That 
said, if the playoffs started this week and the NHL had the NBA's format 
this season, the Pittsburgh Penguins and Washington Capitals would 
play in the No. 7 vs. No. 8 game; and then the NHL would then get either 
Sidney Crosby or Alex Ovechkin in an advance-or-die game against 
either the Islanders or the Blue Jackets. 

I am concerned with the break between the end of the regular season 
and the start the 16-team tournament for the higher seeds. What can be 
a few days of well-needed rest can easily become rust. In the NBA, the 
last regular-season games were on April 10. The play-in games were 
done by April 15. The regular postseason tournament started April 16. 
There's probably a day in there to shave off; and if you wanted to give top 
seeds an extra benefit, have the No. 8 seed play the No. 1 seed the night 
after their qualifier. 

But other than that, this format -- 20 teams, NBA-style play-in tournament 
-- is a slice of fried gold. As is the entire concept of NHL playoff 
expansion. 

So why isn't this happening? 

I've spoken to Board of Governors members in the last several years that 
want it -- admittedly, I've also spoken to some that don't. In a 2018 
survey, The Athletic found the vast majority of general managers favored 
playoff expansion a.k.a. something that could keep them in a job for 
another season. So there is palpable interest in expanding the playoffs, 
but there isn't palpable momentum, even with the league expanding to 32 
teams recently. 
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I asked Daly if there had been any relevant discussion of expanding the 
playoff field after the NHL held its COVID-impacted, 24-team "bubble" 
postseason, which was the first time the league had qualification-round 
games. 

"No," was his brief response. 

I asked some sources around the NHLPA if there had been any serious 
discussion about playoff expansion in the last round of collective 
bargaining with the NHL in 2020. 

They believed there hadn't been. 

All of this tracks back to one reason, or rather, one person: 
Commissioner Gary Bettman. 

One of the most underappreciated parts of Bettman's nearly 30 years 
with the NHL is his penchant for tradition. For all the non-traditional 
aspects during his tenure -- expansion to warmer climates, 3-on-3 
overtimes -- Bettman's NHL has also been a place where fighting hasn't 
been legislated out of the game, the Original Six have been placed on a 
pedestal and the Stanley Cup playoff field hasn't been expanded, save 
for one pandemic season. 

Why doesn't the topic come up at board meetings? Because once you 
hear "no" for the dozenth time, you tend to stop asking. Why wasn't it a 
part of the CBA talks? Because the players knew what kinds of 
concession they'd have to make to move Bettman off of something from 
which he refuses to move. 

"Gary is never going to change on playoff expansion," said one 
executive. 

I wish he would. Comparing the logical arguments for and against 
expanding the Stanley Cup playoffs is like comparing Kilimanjaro to an 
anthill. But rather than try to win a debate with Gary Bettman, let's try a 
different line of reasoning. 

Money. Sweet, sweet, hockey-related revenue. 

It can be compelling. For example, Bettman never wanted to pause the 
NHL regular season for the Olympics, at one point lobbying the IOC to 
move hockey to the Summer Olympics instead. When it became 
apparent there was little to no financial benefit from participation, the 
NHL kept its players home from the South Korea Games and made 
future participation as a bargaining chip in CBA negotiations with the 
players. 

But when it comes to the World Cup of Hockey, whose revenues are 
directly fed into the NHL's coffers, there's no issue in pausing the regular 
season in February 2024 for that tournament. 

That windfall was enough for Bettman to do something he didn't 
necessarily want to do. Perhaps the same can happen with playoff 
expansion. 

Through two seasons, the NBA is building a convincing case for proof of 
concept. The first two days of NBA play-in games averaged 2.4 million 
viewers. It brought in huge money at the gate and additional ad revenue, 
including a title sponsor. According to Broadcasting and Cable, last 
year's NBA play-in tournament "attracted ad revenues of $60.4 million." 

The NHL is aware of these numbers, of course. It knows the potential for 
an expanded playoff. It's just going to take the man in charge to decide 
that the revenue, the exposure and the spreading of playoff excitement to 
"unworthy" teams is worth bending on tradition for a qualification round. 

Bending, but not breaking. The 16-team tournament would remain 
untouched; the path to hockey's Holy Grail would become even more 
arduous; and 38% of the NHL would still fail to qualify for the postseason, 
but would be more engaged in playoff races for longer in the regular 
season. 

The Stanley Cup playoffs are the best thing in professional sports. 
Expanding them makes the best thing even better. 

Jersey Foul of the week 

From The Pond: 

    Saw this on a Facebook group. I dunno what @wyshynski thinks, but I 
think this must be the biggest and most offensive #JerseyFoul of all time. 
pic.twitter.com/RxXPapYlij 

    — Daemon Chadeau (@DaemonChadeau) April 18, 2022 

Look, Los Angeles Kings Hall of Famer Marcel Dionne is a California 
hockey icon. He was out of the league by the time Anaheim received an 
NHL expansion franchise. Yet to wear the name and number of an L.A. 
star on an Anaheim sweater is a special kind of Jersey Foul blasphemy. 
Worst of all, this is Sonny Milano (No. 12 for the current Ducks) erasure! 

Video of the week 

    Confirmed: Shea Theodore loooooooves overtime   
pic.twitter.com/u5ygd8VVD0 

    — Vegas Golden Knights (@GoldenKnights) April 21, 2022 

If Shea Theodore doesn't score this overtime game-winning goal against 
the Washington Capitals on Wednesday night, the Vegas Golden Knights 
are cooked. Turn out the lights, pack up the tents. As it stands, they still 
have only a 25% chance of making the postseason per FiveThirtyEight, 
but that's still a shot. 

Of course, imagine what that shot would look like if they hadn't made 
Andrew Hammond look like Dominik Hasek on Monday night against the 
New Jersey Devils ... 

It's still a tension convention for the Golden Knights. Nothing illustrates 
that more than Pete DeBoer's handling of Robin Lehner against the 
Capitals: 

    Here is Pete DeBoer's full answer on the decision to start Robin 
Lehner and then pull him after a period. pic.twitter.com/1ZlRUFUE3O 

    — Ben Gotz (@BenSGotz) April 21, 2022 

Hey, a coach alienating a goalie in Vegas. Never seen that before ... 

The Western Conference playoff race has taken a turn in the last week. 
The Los Angeles Kings -- who needed the power of prayer and Jonathan 
Quick playing like it was 2012 again to defeat the Blue Jackets and 
Ducks -- have a better probability for making the playoffs (86%) than do 
the Dallas Stars (84%). 

The Stars are in Calgary on Thursday night. They finish with four games 
at home after that, including a de facto playoff game against Vegas on 
Tuesday. By my math, they have a game in hand on Vegas with a two-
point lead in the standings. I'm not entirely convinced they're going to 
hold them off. 

If the Stars can't hold off the Knights, that means Vegas will have surged 
to make the playoffs in the final wild-card seed. Which would mean they'd 
earn a date with the Colorado Avalanche, whom they eliminated in six 
games a year ago. 

Now that would be fun. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Alex Ovechkin 

He remains controversial off the ice, but Ovechkin made history on the 
ice this week. He scored goal No. 50 against Vegas, reaching that 
milestone for the ninth time in his career and tying Wayne Gretzky and 
Mike Bossy for the most 50-goal seasons in NHL history. It's OK to still 
be infuriated that Ovechkin's politics have created such a caveat to these 
achievements. 

Loser: Current Capitals jerseys 

Washington is reportedly reviving its "Screaming Eagle" logo on a black 
jersey next season as part of the NHL's "Reverse Retro" series. They're 
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going to be dope -- and are going to put the current sweater designs to 
shame. 

Winner: Igor Shesterkin 

Remember when the Rangers' goalie had, like, five average games and 
people were taking him out of Hart Trophy consideration? He had a .954 
save percentage in his past six games, with three shutouts. To 
paraphrase the great John Wick: Yeah, I'm thinking he's back. 

Loser: Frederik Andersen 

Prayers up for the Carolina Hurricanes goalie, who was having his finest 
NHL season and was primed for what could end up being a long playoff 
run. He suffered a leg injury against the Avalanche on Saturday. Coach 
Rod Brind'Amour called it "a big concern." Hopefully he'll be ready for the 
postseason, because this Hurricanes team has a shot. 

Winner: Wichita 

The Arizona Coyotes and St. Louis Blues will play the first-ever NHL 
game in Wichita, Kansas, on Sept. 24. That's awesome. We need more 
NHL games in odd places. Even if it's the exhibition season, it's still 
hockey. Give a taste to more middle-sized markets with no major pro 
sports teams. 

Loser: Recollection 

The NHLPA released the independent review of its response in late 2010 
and early 2011 to reports that Kyle Beach was sexually abused by a 
Chicago Blackhawks coach. The report exonerated NHLPA chief Don 
Fehr, saying "we cannot identify any individual wrongdoing or institutional 
failures of policy or procedure by either Fehr [or] NHLPA personnel." 

But it's hard to get past moments like the 14-minute phone call in April 
2011 between Fehr and agent Joe Resnick, who had emailed Fehr to 
discuss a Blackhawks player who was seeing a therapist because of 
Brad Aldrich. Both deny having any recollection of the call -- one of too 
many "I do not recall" moments in the report. 

Puck headlines 

    How hockey is gaining a foothold in Mexico. According to the Mexico 
Ice Hockey Federation, 1,600 junior players participate in the sport. "We 
want to bring hockey to Mexico, but we also want them to embrace it 
themselves and put their own little twist on it, their own little culture on it." 

    What went into the decision to name Digit Murphy as president of the 
Metropolitan Riveters, which cost the team its GM and communications 
head? 

    "I'm a transgender player in a women's hockey league. And that's 
exactly where I belong." 

    The Detroit Red Wings parted ways with Zamboni driver and franchise 
icon Al Sobotka last month. Now we know why: Sobotka filed a lawsuit 
against the team claiming he was discriminated against on the basis of 
his age (68) and disability after a co-worker saw him urinating in a drain 
near the ice resurfacing machines. Sobotka's suit claims he has benign 
prostatic hypertrophy, which causes a frequent and uncontrollable need 
to urinate. 

    Jokerit, which left the KHL after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, plans to 
return to the Finnish Liiga in the 2023-24 season. 

    Good piece by Mark Lazerus on the use of anti-gay language in 
hockey. "People trying to make themselves seem tougher or something 
like that. But you're not going to change somebody by yelling at him. 
You're going to change someone by explaining." 

    Dryden McKay, the Minnesota State goaltender who won this year's 
Hobey Baker Award, explains why he accepted a six-month ban from 
competition for an anti-doping rule violation, according to the United 
States Anti-Doping Agency. 

    A woodpecker is damaging the world's largest hockey stick in Duncan, 
B.C. Please don't give Brad Marchand any ideas ... 

From your friends at ESPN 

In case you missed it, our story on the offensive boom in the NHL this 
season and theories as to why it's happening. 

ESPN LOADED: 04.22.2022 

1242233 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Special Flames season not possible without career years 
from Tkachuk and Gaudreau 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 22, 2022, 1:53 AM 

 

The standing ovation midway through the game was every bit as 
poignant as the one at the end of it. 

The first came courtesy of Matthew Tkachuk’s milestone moment, which 
opened the scoring in a game punctuated by a clinched division title. 

On a night in which everyone showed up hoping for both, it was the way 
they unfolded that was so fitting. 

There was Tkachuk, parked in his office at the side of the net, receiving a 
power-play pass from Johnny Gaudreau he quickly spun into the net from 
his off-wing. 

“If I was a betting man I’d probably say that was the best odds for me to 
score that one from that spot,” beamed Tkachuk, with the puck in hand 
following a 4-2 win over Dallas. 

“I feel comfortable around the next, I like being around the net, and the 
way things have been going this year it’s fitting that Johnny was in on it 
too. Big goal at an important time.” 

It was his 40th of the season, giving him an even 100 points. 

The celebration almost ended before it began, as the wide-eyed 24-year-
old reacted to the thunderous roar with a quick stumble he saved himself 
from with a hand on the ice.   

“Super excited, and a toe pick because of it,” he laughed, before 
explaining the trip. “Not enough (speed). There was a lot going on. Mang 
(Andrew Mangiapane) was coming and I had my arms out for a hug. One 
of those, kind of, blacked-out moments. Just super excited. 

“Coolest part for me was the guys coming in and how they were way 
more excited than I was. I didn’t think that could be possible.” 

No one would have believed either celebration was possible six months 
earlier, making it such a special night at the Saddledome. 

Well, special for everyone not named Darryl Sutter. 

“Team deserves it,” he shrugged. “Been the most consistent team in the 
division, deserved to win the division, regular season.” 

Then came the money quote. 

“I’ve won lots of em. It goes up there and you get nothing for it.” 

Fair enough. But given that the NHL is in the entertainment business, this 
was a night Flames fans deserved to enjoy. 

Ditto for Tkachuk, who was the first Flame since Jarome Iginla in 2010-
11 to crack the 40-goal plateau. He and Gaudreau are just the fourth duo 
in team lore to eclipse 100 points in the same season. Last time was 
1990-91 when Theo Fleury and Al MacInnis turned the trick. 
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“What hits immediately is I never would have imagined that happening,” 
said Tkachuk, who was mobbed by jubilant teammates as he raised both 
hands in the air and grinned through the mouthguard he so famously 
chews like a cigar.  

“If that happened in a loss I guarantee you myself and the rest of the 
team wouldn’t be that excited about it. We’re not stopping there. We’ve 
got bigger goals for our team.” 

The lads were plenty proud of clinching the Pacific division for the second 
time in four years on home ice where this team distanced itself from the 
pack by winning 11 in a row at home as part of the games made up after 
Covid shut the team down at Christmas. 

After missing the playoffs last year, the fans have been treated to a 
special season, dotted by plenty of individual accomplishments the coach 
hates talking about. 

Fact is, without the career numbers being posted by Tkachuk, Gaudreau 
and many of their teammates, home ice for at least the first two rounds of 
the playoffs isn’t possible. 

Tkachuk deserved his due, just as Gaudreau did when he recently hit the 
century mark in front of his visiting folks.     

“This is really the only place in the whole league that would give me an 
applause like that,” said Tkachuk. “That was really, really cool. Kind of 
fitting because I would love to have gotten it with my parents in 
attendance in Nashville (two nights ago), but I got to beat my dad's 
(career-high 98-points) there, pretty cool. 

“Then to get it at home in front of these unbelievable fans that have been 
so great to me my whole career. So special.” 

And timely. 

“It was a great night: Big win, Chucky got 100 points, crowd was really 
into it,” said Mikael Backlund, who created the traffic in front that led to a 
Chris Tanev game-winner bouncing in off of Luke Glendening.  “Special 
night. It’s an accomplishment to win the division. 

“But we’re not satisfied yet. We want to do something really big here. We 
know we can do it.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.22.2022 

1242234 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Lightning send grim reminder to NHL as Maple Leafs 
suffer season-worst loss 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 21, 2022, 11:05 PM 

 

TAMPA – Reminders were everywhere, like blue-and-white sweaters. 

For anyone tempted to sleep on the Tampa Bay Lightning as a legitimate 
title threat (again), it is time to wipe the crust out your eyes and chug a 
double espresso. 

Sure, it’s understandable why the defending champions have slinked into 
the shadows of late. None of their stars appear in line for individual 
trophies, and they won’t claim home-ice advantage in Round 1. 

Heck, they haven’t even been the most dominant or most entertaining 
hockey show in their own (tax-free!) state during the regular season. 

But from the moment they jumped onto the ice Thursday to the thumping 
blare of Drake’s “Back to Back,” throughout their 8-1 beatdown of the 
higher-seeded Toronto Maple Leafs, the two-time Stanley Cup 
champions fired signs to fans and foes alike. 

Yes, these guys are built for a serious stab at the unthinkable: a 
threepeat. 

Fast and physical, the Lightning issued a message to their visitors from 
the North ahead of a potential first-round matchup that feels increasingly 
likely by the night. 

Andrei Vasilevsky, the most bona fide Number 1 in the league, was 
dialled in. Tampa’s defenders made it uncomfortable to drive net-front. 
The Bolts’ explosive power-play clicked thrice in frightening fashion. 

And once they had the decision in a stranglehold, they happily piled on 
more goals and hopped in another scrum. 

Killer instinct. 

“They were obviously the more desperate team,” Toronto’s Mark 
Giordano said. “They played a hard game; they did a lot of a lot of things 
right. But we didn't get to our game at all. 

“We can definitely learn from it.” 

The Lightning’s most convincing victory became the Maple Leafs’ worst 
loss of this season, supplanting October’s 7-1 debacle in Pittsburgh, and 
most lopsided since 2016. 

“You get a little sample of how hard you need to play and how well you 
need to play to be able to beat a team of that quality when they're playing 
at that level,” coach Sheldon Keefe said. 

“To me, it was clear that the game meant more to them than it did to us. 
It showed in how they played, how they competed.” 

In a battle of hockey’s two most potent offences of the past five years, it 
was the Lightning that erupted for four goals in the second period, 
essentially ending the tilt halfway through. Then popping a couple more 
before Period 3 was five minutes old. 

The Bolts generated 48 scoring chances, 21 of them high-danger, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com, and happily engaged the Leafs in a physical affair 
that finished with a silly 114 penalty minutes. 

Alex Killorn tipped an Erik Cernak point shot to break things open. Ross 
Colton and Nikita Kucherov each whacked in their 20th of the season. 
And captain Steven Stamkos made beautiful history, blasting his 
patented one-kneed one-timer to break pal Martin St. Louis’ all-time 
franchise record for points (954). 

"He's got that one-timer that, anywhere on that left side of the ice, it's got 
a possibility of going in," said Mitch Marner, who grew up an admirer. 

There was some poetry seeing Stamkos accomplish the feat thanks to a 
crisp passing sequence from longtime friends Kucherov and Victor 
Hedman. 

The latter labelled it “perfect” that Stamkos, a proud Markham, Ont., 
native, would celebrate the occasion against his hometown team. The 
organization that once tried to lure him away in free agency. 

“What else can you say about Stammer?” coach Jon Cooper said. 

“He's been a consummate pro. I've watched him come from a wide-eyed 
renegade kid to now a mature captain, father, and it's been amazing. 
We've been together a decade, so I've watched a lot of his points. And 
nobody [is] prouder than myself to watch him break it.” 

To be fair, the Maple Leafs started backup Erik Källgren and gave Auston 
Matthews another night to heal from his undisclosed injury. 

The Lightning also played without their top centre, Brayden Point (day to 
day, lower body), but after getting run around by the Leafs in their own 
barn a couple weeks ago, Tampa needed and wanted this one more. 

Few on the outside understand the plight of the Maple Leafs better than 
Cooper, who guided a seriously skilled nucleus through many a 
postseason disappointment before they finally broke through big-time. 
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"I don't think anything you say about the Leafs is going to matter to 
anybody in this room... unless they do better in the playoffs," Cooper 
said. 

"Everybody here is saying that about them. I see a helluva hockey team. 
They've been a helluva a hockey team that has run into some bad breaks 
come the spring." 

Cooper isn’t sure why the Maple Leafs have been unable to get over the 
hump, but he believes they have the pieces to do so. 

“There's some similarities in that they pretty much kept their core 
together like we did back in 2019. You don't really judge yourself on one 
spring,” Cooper said. 

"They beat good teams. They play with structure. I think they're as good 
a team as we've played all year, but they'd probably judge [things] more 
on how they do in the spring." 

Not how they do in an essentially inconsequential game as they play out 
the string. 

“We’ve been playing really good hockey,” Wayne Simmonds said. “This 
was a one-off. I think it’s pretty easy to park.” 

Cooper agreed: “Don't read too much into it. It was one game.” 

Tampa’s victory, combined with Boston’s loss to Pittsburgh earlier in the 
evening, further increased odds that fans will be treated to an all Blue 
and White series. 

Should be a doozy. 

“We know what we can do to be successful,” Hedman reminded. “It's all 
about sticking to that. It feels like when the playoff starts, it's a different 
ballgame. But we really want to get into that mentality right now.” 

For Tampa, Thursday’s effort was a convincing step toward that end. 

For Toronto, a cold reminder to not take this snoozing giant lightly. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Matthews buzzed around Amalie Arena Thursday morning but watched 
a third straight game from the sidelines, letting an undisclosed injury 
heal. 

“Did you watch the morning skate?” Keefe asked, rhetorically. "He's 
really close. He's on the ice. He's getting his touches and all that. But, 
again, we're in a similar place to where we were a couple days ago in 
terms of it not making sense to put him in the lineup at this point.” 

• Jack Campbell — winner of six consecutive starts since returning from 
a rib injury at the top of the month — has been enrolled in Toronto’s load 
management program with the Leafs’ playoff spot secure. 

The club did not want Campbell starting Sunday in Washington on a 
back-to-back with long travel (and, we’re guessing, risking another Tom 
Wilson collision). 

“That was the one game, for certain, we didn't want Jack to play. We 
worked backwards from there,” Keefe said. 

With the goalies alternating starts this week, Campbell gets the tap 
Saturday in Sunrise. 

• Well over 2,000 folks responded to this poll I posted on the Maple 
Leafs’ ideal Round 1 opponent. A little surprised to see the Bruins 
received nearly double the votes than the Bolts. 

Despite an uneven performance down the stretch — four wins in their 
past 10 games — the champs are still commanding respect. 

• Quote of the Day. 

“You could give him a righthanded stick and he'd score.” —Jon Cooper 
on Auston Matthews 

• We’re totally going to see a second Wayne Simmonds–Pat Maroon 
scrap in May, aren’t we? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks make valiant effort but slow start to season too 
much to overcome 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 22, 2022, 1:18 AM 

 

All that will, and Elias Pettersson’s skill, were just not enough for the 
Vancouver Canucks on Thursday when their 6-3 loss to the Minnesota 
Wild felt like the end of their playoff dream. 

Up 3-2 late in the second period and still tied 3-3 on the road halfway 
through the third against a bruising, formidable opponent, the Canucks’ 
fuel gauge finally hit empty after all these months and the Wild scored 
three times in the last eight minutes to sink a dagger into Vancouver’s 
improbable playoff drive. 

Leading scorer J.T. Miller hobbled to the final buzzer after blocking a 
slapshot on the inside of his knee. Checking centre Brad Richardson 
insisted on finishing the game after getting his nose smashed by Kirill 
Kaprizov’s stick in the first period. Goalie Thatcher Demko tried to play 
through whatever is affecting him — even if that is simply exhaustion 
after playing 63 games — but just didn’t have it. 

The Wild were too good, too big, too deep. 

The Canucks’ first regulation loss in nine games was still enough to feel 
like the end of hope after a magnificent four-month charge back towards 
the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

But it wasn’t this game that cost them, even if it seemed that way. It was 
all those games they lost in November, when a team that needed 
everything to go well for it to make the post-season began the National 
Hockey League campaign 6-14-2. 

That is the lesson they need to take from Thursday, from this season: 
Playing three-quarters of a season, even at the winning clip of a top-10 
NHL team, isn’t enough when only half of the league’s 32 entries are 
allowed to play for the Stanley Cup. 

Pettersson, who was stuck at six goals on Jan. 15, scored twice 
Thursday to bring his season total to 31, 13 of them in the last 12 games. 
But even if the Canucks win their final four games, starting Saturday in 
Calgary, it may not be enough. 

It wasn’t enough that Miller, with 30 goals and 93 points, built the most 
productive season by a Canuck since Henrik and Daniel Sedin were 
winning consecutive NHL scoring titles a decade ago. It won’t be enough 
that Bo Horvat, now out with an ankle injury, scored 31 times. Or that 
defenceman Quinn Hughes will likely still set a new franchise record for 
points by a defenceman, needing three points from the final four games 
to surpass the 63 points Doug Lidster amassed 35 years ago. And it 
wasn’t enough that Demko had an MVP season, not only showing he can 
start over an 82-game campaign but proving he is one of the top goalies 
in the NHL. 

All of these achievements were not enough to undo the damage to the 
Canucks from those first 22 games. Game 78 on Thursday — 32-15-9 
since those first seven weeks — was a painful reminder of how much is 
required to make the playoffs. 

“We had a lot of guys go down recently,” winger Conor Garland said 
Thursday after setting up Pettersson’s goals. “Everybody stepped up and 
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played as hard as we could for as long as we could, trying to just keep 
winning games, trying to give ourselves a chance to get in. A lot of guys 
played hard for a long time. That won't change the last four (games) but 
tonight definitely hurts. 

“We understand what that (loss) means. It's tough to be tied against 
probably one of the top two or three teams in the Western Conference in 
the third period, and we just couldn't find a way to get it done. It sucks. 
We just couldn't find a way to get that fourth one.” 

Pettersson’s second goal, giving him five two-goal games in the last 
dozen, put the Canucks ahead 3-2 at 16:09 of a wild second period when 
he deftly converted Garland’s rebound to give Vancouver its only lead. 

But it lasted less than two-and-a-half minutes because at 18:36, Mats 
Zuccarello crossed with Kaprizov in the Canucks’ zone and fired a wrist 
shot in off Demko’s catching glove to tie it. 

Kevin Fiala scored the winner for Minnesota at 12:17 of the third period, 
shaking free from the Canucks' Brad Hunt as he circled behind the 
Vancouver net, skated out into the slot and scored short-side on Demko. 
Kaprizov fired between the goalie’s pads at 18:05, and Ryan Hartman 
added an empty-netter. 

“Until eight minutes to go in the third period, I thought we were doing a 
really good job,” Canucks coach Bruce Boudreau said. “I thought their 
third goal was a little bit of a backbreaker. I mean, if we usually get into 
the third period with the lead, we're usually at least getting a point out of 
it. That hurt a little bit.” 

But Boudreau added later: “They give it everything they have. I mean, 
tonight, for example, Miller's blocking a shot; he's got a couple ice bags 
on. Richardson breaks his nose and still wants to play. I mean, that's the 
kind of effort and character that these guys have. I'm very proud of them. 
They never quit, they never die. Obviously, tonight was very 
disappointing at the end, but... they could have given up a long time ago, 
the odds were so against us. But they believed and they still believe. 
They'll believe again tomorrow.” 

With four games remaining, three against teams likely to be in the 
playoffs, the Canucks are four points back in the wildcard race, seven 
points behind the Los Angeles Kings for third place in the Pacific 
Division. 

If they win out, the Canucks will have 95 points and that still may not be 
enough to make the playoffs. 

“Everyone tried their best,” Pettersson said after his team was outshot 
15-4 in the third period. “Everybody knew what's on the line, everybody 
worked their hardest. 

“It's extremely tough. We know how badly we wanted this win. We battled 
all 60 minutes. It's not looking better for us, but it's certainly not over. 
We're going to battle until we don't have any games left.” 

There are as few as eight days left in their season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' early bad habits rear ugly head again vs. 
hapless Flyers 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 22, 2022, 12:05 AM 

 

MONTREAL — There the Montreal Canadiens of 2021-22 were, offering 
a reminder as to why they sit in last place in the NHL with four games to 
go. 

Everything that put this team in that position early on — and kept them 
there despite a significant boost in play under Martin St. Louis from late 
February through March — was on display against the Philadelphia 
Flyers on Thursday. You know, the Flyers, losers of six straight, 
occupiers of the 30th-best record in the NHL coming into the game, seen 
dressed beforehand in undershirts decorated with team logos and the 
catchy slogan, “Something to prove.” 

This was supposed to be a season of redemption for them, but it proved 
to be something else entirely. 

But on this night, the Canadiens gave them a glance and said, “Hold our 
beers.” 

For a team looking to finish strong and take some positives into next 
year, this was a game to forget. 

You know it’s bleak when the best thing to happen to you over 60 
minutes of play is the officials making one of the biggest blunders in 
recent NHL history. 

Ah yes, it was after giving up the game’s first goal for an NHL-leading 
50th time this season — and securing a first-period deficit for a league-
leading 43rd time — that Brendan Gallagher, from the bottom of a goal-
mouth scrum, shovelled a pass to Mike Hoffman with his hand. Hoffman 
scored into a wide-open net from the top of the crease to make it 2-1 
Flyers, breaking a career-worst 21-game goal drought, and then he and 
Gallagher played the whole thing like they just got away with robbing a 
bank in broad daylight. 

Not only did referees Eric Furlatt and Brendan Schrader miss it in real 
time, Furlatt refused to grant Mike Yeo a challenge, even though Yeo 
was entitled to one. 

The Flyers coach was cool afterwards, with the game in hand 6-3 and the 
botched call having no impact on the result. 

“They said there's a mistake that happened,” he said, “and you know, 
obviously, I think the big thing for us is we didn't let that derail us. We've 
been trying to talk about that a lot. How you deal with adversity, whether 
it's game to game or in the course of the game, and I thought that our 
guys did a good job with that tonight.” 

We suspect Yeo would’ve been livid had the outcome been different, but 
the Canadiens never threatened to make it remotely so — even after 
Jake Evans scored his 12th of the season to tie the game 2-2 in the sixth 
minute of the second period. 

They followed that up by allowing a goal to Oscar Lindblom a minute and 
21 seconds later, and another to Travis Konecny with just under seven 
minutes to play in the frame. 

We imagine Carey Price, holding himself to even a medium standard, 
would’ve said after the game that he’d have liked to have stopped those 
shots that made it 4-2 Flyers. He probably wasn’t enamoured with the 
two that beat him in the first period and — even without speaking to him 
— we would say he definitely didn’t love the one goal James van 
Reimsdyk scored to give the Flyers their sixth of the night. 

Price’s performance was reminiscent of what we saw from Canadiens 
goaltenders through November, all the way back to when he was 
rehabbing from knee surgery and the team was hapless and well en 
route to cratering out in the standings. 

They looked like those guys again on this night, in their 78th game of the 
season. 

At least Price could say it was just his third game since July of 2021. 

In the first period, the Canadiens passed up their best scoring chances, 
literally, with Rem Pitlick trying to set up three separate plays from the 
best shooting position he could possibly be in. 
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It was rough at the other end of the ice, too, where Kale Clague couldn’t 
defend van Riemsdyk on the Flyers’ first goal and struggled to defend 
anyone else throughout the night. He, partner Chris Wideman and the 
line of Hoffman, Gallagher and Christian Dvorak all (deservedly) finished 
minus-three. 

And the Canadiens were as frustrated off the ice as they were on it. 

"I think a little bit is feeling the game slip away," said St. Louis. "And 
Philly was kind of sitting back and waiting in the neutral zone, which is 
where we had a tough time executing. The clock’s ticking… It’s just a 
combination of many things. But I understand the frustration, I’ve been 
there." 

He should thank his lucky stars he wasn’t there for it during the months 
leading up to him replacing Dominique Ducharme. 

Sure, St. Louis got a taste on Thursday, but this night was different than 
the six others that saw the Canadiens lose to put together their worst 
streak under his watch. 

They competed hard in those games, but not hard enough in this one. It 
was all-too-familiar, and a perfect reminder of how the Canadiens put 
themselves in a position to potentially secure the best odds at drafting 
first overall — in Montreal — this summer. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews sidelined for potential playoff preview against 
Lightning 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning (optional) and Maple Leafs skated at Amalie 
Arena on Thursday.  

Auston Matthews will sit out a third straight game with an undisclosed 
injury. Is Sheldon Keefe growing a bit more concerned about the status 
of his team's leading scorer?  

"Did you watch the morning skate?" the Leafs coach asked rhetorically. 
"He's really close. He's on the ice. He's getting his touches and all that 
but, again, we're in a similar place to where we were a couple days ago 
in terms of it not making sense to put him in the lineup at this point." 

    Auston Matthews putting in work at end of Leafs optional skate 
pic.twitter.com/bI1ZKDzYyT 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) April 21, 2022 

So, Matthews will miss out on a potential playoff preview against the 
Lightning.  

"We're well aware that potential is there, for sure," Keefe said. "We had a 
similar mindset when we were in [Tampa] not too long ago." 

Powered by a Matthews hat trick, the Leafs beat the Lightning 6-2 on 
April 4.  

"You can't let Auston Matthews go unabated right down the pipe time 
after time," Lightning coach Jon Cooper recalled. "You could give him a 
right-handed stick and he'd score. I was a little disappointed by how free 
we let him roam around." 

Cooper wants his group to keep that lopsided loss against the Leafs on 
their minds ahead of the rematch.  

"We expect them to be a lot better tonight," Keefe said. "In order to 
consistently win against teams of this calibre, we have to be even better 
than we were last time out in here." 

The Leafs, it turns out, weren't exactly thrilled with that previous 
performance in Tampa.  

"They got a lot of chances," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "I didn't 
think we played our best game. Obviously, with Auston scoring three and 
having some offensive firepower, that helped us. But if you look at the 
video there's lots of chances against, lots of things we can improve on, 
so that's what we're going to focus on tonight." 

The Lightning dropped their final three regular-season games against the 
Florida Panthers last season before vanquishing their Sunshine State 
rivals over six games in the first round. So, Thursday's game is more 
about getting their process right versus sending any message to the 
Leafs.  

"We know what we can do to be successful," said Lightning defenceman 
Victor Hedman. "It's all about sticking to that. It feels like when the playoff 
starts it's a different ballgame, but we really want to get into that mentality 
right now." 

Toronto and Tampa have been the top two offensive teams in the league 
over the last five seasons. The Lightning have averaged 3.51 goals per 
game since 2017-18 while Toronto is right behind at 3.48.  

But don't assume it will be a shootout.  

"A lot of firepower on both sides," said Leafs winger Mitch Marner. "I 
don't think either team gets credited enough [for] their defence, but a lot 
of guys who can play defence as well." 

Leafs, Lightning viewing tonight as a chance to size up a potential first 
round opponent 

The Leafs and Lightning explain how they're viewing tonight's game in 
Tampa Bay as an opportunity to size up a potential first round opponent. 

Toronto has won two of three games against Tampa this season. 

"The Leafs have a helluva team," said Cooper. "They beat good teams. 
They play with structure. I think they're as good a team as we've played 
all year, but they'd probably judge [things] more on how they do in the 
spring." 

Since the beginning of February, Toronto has the best record in the 
Eastern Conference in games versus the eight playoff teams (8-0-1). 
Tampa Bay has the worst record in such games over that time (1-6-1). 
But Tampa tends to get the benefit of the doubt because of their track 
record.  

As for the Leafs?  

"I don't think anything you say about the Leafs is going to matter to 
anybody in this room ... unless they do better in the playoffs," Cooper 
said. "Everybody here is saying that about them. I see a helluva hockey 
team. They've been a helluva a hockey team that has run into some bad 
breaks come the spring." 

After finishing first in the North Division last season, the Leafs 
squandered a 3-1 series lead against the Montreal Canadiens in the first 
round. The Lightning can relate. In the 2018-19 season, Tampa finished 
first overall before being swept by the Columbus Blue Jackets.  

"For whatever reason they haven't got over the hump yet, but they have 
a team that definitely can," Cooper said. "There's some similarities in that 
they pretty much kept their core together like we did back in 2019. You 
don't really judge yourself on one spring." 

The Leafs, who have lost in the opening round five straight times in the 
Matthews era, are facing questions about their lack of playoff success 
while the Lightning deal with concerns about whether their long runs 
have now left them depleted.  

"That will only be a question if we get bounced early," Cooper said. "If we 
make a deep run, it will be like, 'Wow, the mental and physical toughness 
of that team!' I wouldn't ever sit here, regardless of what happens in the 
spring, and say, 'We're tired.'" 
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Everyone agrees, though, that the Lightning aren't at their best at the 
moment. Tampa has just two regulation wins in their past nine games (3-
4-2).  

"We played a lot of hockey, that's for sure," acknowledged Hedman. "You 
have to fight through those thoughts ... The staff's been good with giving 
us rest days. Mentally and physically, I think we're prepared to do 
another long run. There's no doubt in that room that we have all the tools 
to make a deep run once again." 

Cooper is quick to point out that, despite some recent hiccups, the 
Lightning have had a pretty good season amassing 100 points with still 
six games left.  

"I mean, this is the first time we've played 82 [games] in three years, so 
there are going to be ups and downs and there are going to be some 
inconsistencies in your game," the coach stressed. "We've had some ups 
and downs, but I'm pretty sure most teams have."  

The Panthers, who have won 11 straight, may be the lone exception.  

"But even them," Cooper continued, "some of their games they're down 
by four goals, you know, and they've rallied, but I'm sure their coach isn't 
pleased other than with the outcome." 

Jack Campbell has won six straight starts since returning from a rib injury 
on April 2, but he will get the night off on Thursday as rookie Erik 
Kallgren faces the Lightning.  

Toronto is playing four games in four different cities over six days this 
week, so the team is managing Campbell's workload.  

"We do want them to alternate this week with the busy schedule," Keefe 
explained.  

The Leafs will play in Sunrise, Fla. on Saturday and then in Washington 
on Sunday.  

"We kind of worked backwards," Keefe said. "We started with Sunday. 
The Washington game on the back-to-back with some of the toughest 
travel we've had on a back-to-back all season. That was the one game, 
for certain, we didn't want Jack to play. We worked backwards from 
there." 

Campbell started and won on Tuesday against the Philadelphia Flyers.  

Kallgren has allowed four goals in each of his last two games despite 
facing fewer than 30 shots in both games. 

On the Tampa side, Conn Smythe Trophy winner Andrei Vasilevskiy is 
winless in his past six starts (.887 save percentage). That slide started on 
April 4 against the Leafs.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Kallgren gets the nod against the Lightning 

Toronto has won two of three games against Tampa Bay this season and 
Jack Campbell has been between the pipes for all of those games, but 
tonight, it will be Erik Kallgren who gets the start and Sheldon Keefe 
explained the decision. Mark Masters has more. 

With three assists during Tuesday's loss to the Detroit Red Wings, 
Tampa Bay captain Steven Stamkos moved into a tie with Martin St. 
Louis for the all-time franchise points record with 953.  

"What else can you say about Stammer?" Cooper said. "He's been a 
consummate pro. I've watched him come from a wide-eyed renegade kid 
to now a mature captain, father, and it's been amazing. We've been 
together a decade, so I've watched a lot of his points, and nobody will be 
prouder than myself to watch him break it." 

"I've been around for a lot of those points and it's crazy we've come to 
this point," Hedman marvelled. "Today would be, obviously, kind of the 
perfect day for it so we'll see what happens." 

    Steven Stamkos is one point shy of becoming the Lightning's all-time 
leading scorer!   

    Will he set the franchise record tonight against the Leafs? 
pic.twitter.com/BXQT6g0hdn 

    — TSN EDGE (@TSN_Edge) April 21, 2022 

Stamkos, a native of Markham, Ont., has piled up six points in his last 
two games against the Leafs.  

"He's got that one timer that, anywhere on that left side of the ice it's got 
a possibility of going in," said Marner. "His speed throughout the middle 
of the ice gets him into middle ice in the O-zone. He gets to the net as 
well. He sneaks around there and can put them in. He grinds around that 
net and can bury some tough goals." 

'Perfect day for it': Stamkos aims for franchise history vs. hometown team 

With Steven Stamkos tied with Martin St. Louis for most points in 
franchise history entering tonight's game against his hometown team, the 
Lightning and Leafs praise Stamkos' impressive career, and Victor 
Hedman explains why tonight would be "perfect" for Stammer to break 
the record. 

How did William Nylander get back on track after a mid-season slip?  

"I was kind of pissed and wanted to get back to the way I could play," the 
25-year-old winger revealed following Tuesday's game. "I took two 
games from the first 45 games, and I randomly watched them and then I 
saw two in the later half and saw the difference in my game. I saw it was 
about skating more, so I put more focus on that part of my game." 

Nylander has posted 17 points over 12 games since being moved to the 
third line in late March.  

"He is skating on both sides of the puck," observed Keefe. "He has been 
really good. With Auston’s absence, you need guys to step up. He has 
certainly done that in the last two games, but even going back further 
than that, he has done a good job of late." 

"When he's rolling it's pretty tough to stop him," Campbell said. "So, 
whatever he's been doing hopefully he just keeps it going." 

In Tuesday's game, Nylander established a new career high by scoring 
his 32nd goal.  

"We all know when he's on his game he's tough to stop and he's 
relentless on pucks," said forward Jason Spezza. "His game's ramping 
up in the right direction." 

"He is certainly back in a groove here," added Keefe. "No better time to 
do it than this time of year." 

'I was pissed': Random video session helped Nylander get back on track 

After a mid-season dip in play, how did William Nylander get back in a 
groove? "I was kind of pissed and wanted to get back to the way I could 
play," the 25-year-old Leafs winger revealed. "I took two games from the 
first [45 games] and randomly watched them and then I saw two in the 
later half and saw the difference in my game. It was about skating more." 

It was announced as an optional skate, but every player hit the ice for the 
Leafs this morning. They didn't run lines, but Nick Abruzzese stayed out 
late and is expected to be a scratch. Kyle Clifford is projected to draw in. 

Jake Muzzin will remain sidelined with an undisclosed injury. 
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USA TODAY / NHL standings look with a week left in 2022 season: Who 
wins playoff, award races? 

 

Mike Brehm 
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USA TODAY 

 

The Vegas Golden Knights have been hailed as the ideal expansion 
franchise, making it to the Stanley Cup Final their first season in 2017-18 
and reaching the playoffs every year since. 

But with a little more than a week left in the season, the Golden Knights 
are in a fight to keep that streak alive. 

They can reach the postseason by grabbing third place in the Pacific 
Division or securing a wild-card spot. Even with a big win against the 
Washington Capitals on Wednesday night, the Golden Knights are three 
points back in the Pacific Division race and two points back in the wild-
card race. The wild-card teams have a game in hand. 

The Golden Knights (89 points) were touted for their November trade for 
No. 1 center Jack Eichel, who didn't play until February as he recovered 
from neck surgery. The team, though, has been hit hard by injuries, 
which helped their cap situation but not their play on the ice. 

Eichel is trying to make the playoffs for the first time in his career after 
arriving from the Buffalo Sabres.  Vegas is healthy again and will need to 
go on a run in its final four games in order for Eichel to make it. 

The NHL regular season, for all intents and purposes, ends on April 29, 
with a Seattle Kraken-Winnipeg Jets makeup game on May 1 basically 
meaningless. 

Here is some of what is still up in the air: 

Who could get the West's final spots? 

The Los Angeles Kings (92 points) hold the third spot in Pacific and still 
have a chance to claim second place and home-ice advantage in the first 
round. Though they haven't played as well with defenseman Drew 
Doughty shut down for the season, they have won their last two games. 
In addition to Vegas, the Kings are being pursued by the longshot 
Vancouver Canucks (87), who are on an eight-game point streak and 
have five games left. The Kings have four games left against teams 
currently out of the playoff picture, but their season finale is against 
Vancouver. 

The wild card spots are held by the Nashville Predators (93 points) and 
Dallas Stars (91 points). The Predators have a tough schedule before 
finishing against the Arizona Coyotes. The Stars have lost two in a row 
but play their final four games against teams currently out of playoff 
position. The key game in the wild-card race is Vegas at Dallas on April 
26. 

Who will win the Metropolitan Division title? 

The Hurricanes and Rangers are tied in points and Carolina has a slight 
edge in regulation wins, the first tiebreaker. The Hurricanes will learn the 
status of injured goalie Frederik Andersen next week and the Rangers 
have recorded three consecutive shutouts. The teams' April 26 game in 
New York is the likely decider.  

Who gets home-ice advantage between the Wild and Blues? 

That will be important because both teams are playing extremely well 
and could use an edge in their first-round series. They're tied in points, 
but Minnesota has a game in hand. St. Louis won their last matchup in 
overtime, but they won't face other again in the regular season. The Wild 
play five of their final six games at home, with four of those against 
playoff-positioned teams. The Blues, who lead in regulation wins, are on 
the road for four of their final five, but just one is against a currently 
playoff-positioned team. 

Who wins first overall? 

Colorado has lost two in a row after a nine-game winning streak ended 
Monday, allowing the Florida Panthers (11-game streak) to catch the 
Avalanche in the Presidents' Trophy race. Florida has a game in hand 
and Colorado has a tougher schedule. 

Who avoids a first-round matchup against Florida? 

The Panthers should wrap up the Eastern Conference title soon and 
would face the second wild-card team. There are three points between 
the fifth-place Lightning (100) and eighth-place Washington Capitals (97). 
The Boston Bruins (99) and Pittsburgh Penguins (97) play each other 
Thursday night. The Lightning haven't played like two-time defending 
Stanley Cup champions recently but would have to really drop off to 
finish eighth. Boston is missing David Pastrnak and Hampus Lindholm 
but has won its last two. The Penguins are without No. 1 goalie Tristan 
Jarry, but Evgeni Malkin is eligible to return on April 23 from his four-
game suspension. The Capitals have been scoring lots of goals recently, 
and Alex Ovechkin just tied Wayne Gretzky and Mike Bossy's record with 
his ninth 50-goal season. The Bruins have the most regulation wins and 
the Capitals have the fewest regulation-overtime wins, the second 
tiebreaker. 

Who gets last overall? 

The last-place team has an 18.5% to win the May 10 draft lottery and 
take Kingston (Ontario) center Shane Wright first overall. The Canadiens 
(51 points) and Coyotes (50) are slumping again after playing decent 
hockey. With Montreal goalie Carey Price back, Arizona has the better 
chance to finish last. 

Who will win MVP? 

This will be tight. Edmonton's Connor McDavid won last year when he 
dominated the shortened season and teammate Leon Draisaitl won in 
2020 by winning the scoring title while McDavid was hurt. Both are 
having strong seasons and could split the vote. Florida's Jonathan 
Huberdeau has a shot to win the scoring title and the Presidents' Trophy. 
Toronto's Auston Matthews, the NHL's goal leader, is out with a minor 
injury. Johnny Gaudreau has topped 100 points and helped Calgary go 
from missing the playoffs to Pacific Division leader. There even has been 
talk of support for Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin, who leads the league 
in goals-saved above expected, according to moneypuck.com, and fits 
the Hart Trophy's definition of most valuable to his team. 

Who will win the Norris Trophy? 

It's between Nashville's Roman Josi and Colorado's Cale Makar, who 
have set franchise records for points in a season by a defenseman. Josi 
leads in points (89-84) and Makar leads in goals (27-20), including six 
game-winners. Josi, who won the award in 2020, and Makar will face 
each other on April 28. 

Who will win the Vezina Trophy? 

Shesterkin seems to have the goaltending award wrapped up. 

Who will win the Calder Trophy? 

Toronto's Michael Bunting has the rookie points lead, but will he lose 
votes because he's 26? Anaheim's Trevor Zegras has shown plenty of 
creativity. Detroit's Moritz Seider, who just turned 21, is displaying plenty 
of maturity for a young defenseman. That could send votes his way. 
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