
 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 23, 2022 

 

 

 

NHL power rankings: A crucial improvement, plus each team’s under-the-radar standout 

By Sean Gentille, Shayna Goldman and more 

Huge news here at Power Rankings HQ. We’re 2 1/2 times 
smarter this week. 

Follow the math (if you can). Dom and Sean each have 
Smart Values (SV) of 1.0. That means in a normal week, the 
Rankings’ overall Smart Value equals 2.0. 

Dom is out this week, and he’s been replaced by Shayna 
Goldman and Hailey Salvian. Each of them is twice as smart 
as Dom. If we add their individual SVs of 2.0 to Sean’s 
leftover 1.0 SV, that puts our collective SV at 5.0. That is a 
250 percent increase. Wow! 

Welcome to the first three-person Rankings. Our theme this 
week: One player on each team who deserves more credit 
than he gets. 

Maybe it’s a typically good player who’s been great. Maybe 
it’s an out-of-nowhere run from a fresh face. Maybe it’s a 
veteran who turned back the clock. Either way, pleasant 
surprises are always fun. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 56-15-6 
Last week: 2 
Hailey rank: 1 
Shayna rank: 2 
Sean rank: 1 

Sean: The Panthers have a whole bunch of players who are, 
to varying degrees, quite good. That’s the best way to end up 
in the top spot if you ask me. Regardless of how this season 
ultimately ends for them — and they’re a wagon, make no 
bones about it — players like Carter Verhaeghe and 
Mackenzie Weegar are, at this point, known quantities. 
They’ve been talked about long enough — and productive 
long enough — to shed the “underrated” label. Aleksander 
Barkov pulled that trick before them; he had, like, three 
seasons where folks compulsively pretended that he didn’t 
get the credit he deserved. 

Either way, I’m not sure that’s not the case with Mason 
Marchment. He isn’t a 20-goal guy just yet; all he’s done is 
put up 42 points in his first real NHL season. He’s big, he’s 
cheap, his defensive impacts are outstanding and he flies 
under the radar on what is, for at least a little longer, an 
under-the-radar team. Not bad for a 26-year-old who the 
Maple Leafs essentially gave away a few years back. Still a 
weird one, but their loss is Florida’s gain. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 55-16-6 
Last week: 1 
Hailey rank: 2 
Shayna rank: 1 
Sean rank: 2 

Shayna: Valeri Nichushkin has been a stellar defensive 
presence these last few years, and now he has the finishing 
to match which is helping him gain some attention. 
Obviously, it helps that he’s on a stacked team, sure, and 
that he’s seen time as high as their first line. But he’s 
become the ideal supporting player to help keep Colorado at 
this level with a Selke-caliber season. The winger is tough to 
play against; he disrupts his opponents, pressures for 
takeaways, and helps drive possession. All of that translates 
to his short-handed time as well. 

The Avalanche are led by their skill players, but as playoffs 
of years past have shown, they need options — secondary 
scoring in case their top players get shut down, as well as 
options to shake up their lineup if necessary. Nichushkin is 
versatile enough to click with the team’s best on the first line, 
mesh on the second, or be deployed in a more defensive 
role on the third. Maybe Evolving-Hockey was right about his 
value all along. 

3. Calgary Flames 

Record: 48-20-10 
Last week: 5 
Hailey rank: 3 
Shayna rank: 3 
Sean rank: 4 

Hailey: The Flames just clinched the Pacific Division on a 
night where Matthew Tkachuk joined Johnny Gaudreau in 
the 100-point club. He also hit 40 goals, which Elias 
Lindholm is one goal shy of. There’s been a ton of milestone 
nights in Calgary this year, but the one player who 
consistently flies under the radar is Chris Tanev. He’s steady 
every single night and does all the little things that go 
unnoticed: He blocks shots, he makes a good outlet pass, 
he’s good along the boards, his stick is always in the right 
place, and he keeps players on the perimeter, etc. It’s not a 
coincidence that young defenders — like Quinn Hughes, 
Noah Hanifin and now Oliver Kylington — get better when 
they play with him. 

4. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 49-21-7 
Last week: 6 
Hailey rank: 4 
Shayna rank: 4 
Sean rank: 3 

Shayna: Kirill Kaprizov’s electric in Minnesota, but we can’t 
forget to highlight the other half of the Wild’s dynamic duo up 
front. Mats Zuccarello has been the perfect match for the left 
wing with his crafty passing and two-way abilities. Something 
something he’s small, but his impact is big. But really, just 
look at his influence on Kaprizov’s game on the scoresheet 
before Thursday night’s game against Vancouver: he has 23 
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assists on Kaprizov’s 43 goals, 18 of which are primary. The 
two fit together all too well on that top line. 

There was rightfully some doubt when Zuccarello signed that 
five-year, $30 million contract back in 2019. His 2019-20 
season didn’t exactly ease those concerns. But it appears 
that playing alongside Kaprizov has revitalized his game, and 
that’s been a huge difference-maker for the team that gained 
a reputation for dull offense for years before that. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 51-21-6 
Last week: 4 
Hailey rank: 5 
Shayna rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

Hailey: This is a difficult exercise to do with the Leafs, 
considering most players seem to come with — at least 
externally — too much hype, or too much criticism. Alex 
Kerfoot might be the sweet spot in the middle. There were 
some questions about what exactly Kerfoot could or should 
be in Toronto the last two years, but the Leafs have been 
benefitting from an improved Kerfoot this season. He’s still a 
jack-of-all-trades type forward, but Kerfoot is also the Leafs 
most productive player that does not play on the power play. 
No regular forward, save for Kyle Clifford…if he counts there, 
has played fewer minutes (5:00) on the man advantage. And 
yet, he sits seventh in scoring on the Leafs with a career-
high 51 points. His 43 points at five-on-five ranks fourth on 
the team. Outside of the top-line trio of Auston Matthews, 
Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting, Kerfoot has the best goal 
differential at five-on-five among Toronto forwards — when 
he is on the ice, the Leafs have outscored opponents 62-48. 

Kerfoot has been solid this year. And he’s probably going to 
be an important puzzle piece for the Leafs, as Sheldon Keefe 
works to find the right combos in his middle six to avoid 
becoming a one-line team come playoff time. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 50-20-8 
Last week: 3 
Hailey rank: 6 
Shayna rank: 6 
Sean rank: 6 

Shayna: It feels like each member of Carolina’s core has 
been underappreciated at some point. Jaccob Slavin was 
one of the best defensive defenders in the league and still 
underrated for quite some time. It took a while for Sebastian 
Aho to get the praise he deserved too. But the player who 
seems to keep flying under the radar is Teravainen, even 
though he’s been a key part of this core from the start. 

Maybe that works to Carolina’s advantage, though. So, many 
will point to the team not having the star power to go head-
to-head with the league’s best — that might just be 
underestimating the likes of Teravainen, Aho and the rest of 
the Hurricanes. 

7. New York Rangers 

Record: 51-21-6 
Last week: 7 

Hailey rank: 8 
Shayna rank: 8 
Sean rank: 7 

Shayna: K’Andre Miller may not be ‘the man’ in New York on 
defense; that’s Adam Fox. But the lefty has grown into a 
force on the second pair. Miller was thrown into a top-four 
role last season as a rookie. While there were some bumps, 
he was able to shake it off and take strides this season. The 
highlight of his game are his raw talents — his straight-line 
skating speed and long reach stand out above the rest — 
and he’s finding ways to put those on display more often. His 
defense has improved, and there’s more of a willingness 
from the former forward to jump up and create offense. 

Sean: Totally agreed on all counts. Very reasonable choice. 
Correct as usual. But I still might get a shirt printed up that 
says “Chris Kreider is a 50-goal scorer,” just so I can wear it 
around. Maybe to the airport or something. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 47-22-8 
Last week: 10 
Hailey rank: 9 
Shayna rank: 7 
Sean rank: 8 

Shayna: Pierre-Édouard Bellemare is consistently stout 
defensively. Sure, he doesn’t thread the needle offensively, 
but he can be trusted in a shutdown role in crucial situations. 
While those on-ice efforts are key, let’s talk about him off the 
ice. Bellemare is one of the most fashionable players in the 
league (actual style, not your favorite team posting a player’s 
‘drip’ when they’re in the blandest outfit of all time). Can you 
rock a purple suit with cropped pants? Probably not like 
Bellemare, so appreciate his style and hope others around 
the league take note. 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 47-20-11 
Last week: 9 
Hailey rank: 7 
Shayna rank: 9 
Sean rank: 9 

Hailey: Did I come into the power rankings this week, 
specifically, to stir the pot and talk about how much I love the 
Blues? Absolutely. But I’m mostly here to talk about Robert 
Thomas. It feels like the perfect night to do it. 

While Jordan Kyrou has gotten most of the attention this 
season as a breakout player — and it’s not undeserved, he’s 
having a great season — Thomas has been under-
appreciated in that regard. Only Vladimir Tarasenko has 
more points for the Blues this season, with Thomas, 22, 
sitting at a career-best 20 goals and 75 points through 68 
games. He has had positive impacts on the ice this season 
and ranks third on the team with a 50.4 expected goals rate 
among skaters who have played at least 300 minutes. 

Thomas really stands out this year as not just a nice 
playmaking centre, but arguably one of the best passers in 
the league. His 36 primary assists lead the Blues and his 24 
primary assists at five-on-five is behind only Johnny 
Gaudreau league-wide and is tied with pal Matthew Tkachuk. 
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Thomas is also quietly on a 15-game point streak, where 
he’s scored eight goals and 26 points. 

Shayna: Can confirm, one of the best passers in the league. 
Literally, the second best at moving the puck to the slot at 5-
on-5. He’s very… smooth. 

10. Boston Bruins 

Record: 47-25-5 
Last week: 8 
Hailey rank: 10 
Shayna rank: 10 
Sean rank: 11 

Sean: The Bruins are a funny case because they are, once 
again, top-heavy and the support players are, once again, a 
source of consternation. I’m still not sure Charlie McAvoy 
gets the respect he deserves as a truly elite No. 1 
defenseman, but he’s close enough. Bergeron-Marchand-
Pastrnak has worn the belt as one of the best lines in the 
league for yeeeears now. Not a lot happening there is 
particularly surprising — but the fact that Jake DeBrusk is a) 
still on the roster and b) coming up on 25 goals while 
providing solid defensive play is interesting. He could’ve 
stayed on autopilot. Boston could’ve moved him. But he’s 
around, and he’s playing well. 

Shayna: Worn the belt, eh? Hockey’s equivalent of a tag-
team title? 

Sean: Brad “Jungle Boy” Marchand. 

Shayna: Did you know that Jungle Boy’s entrance music is 
Jan Rutta’s goal song? So he may have to go through him 
for that. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 44-23-11 
Last week: 11 
Hailey rank: 12 
Shayna rank: 11 
Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Mike Matheson … 

Shayna: You mean Emily Pfalzer’s husband. 

Sean: Emily Pfalzer’s husband is walking proof that not all 
bad contracts stay bad. Pittsburgh, according to Dom’s 
model, is getting $7.6 million in value from Matheson this 
season on a $4.9 AAV that, a couple of years ago in Florida, 
seemed unmovable. Penguins fans collectively blew a 
gasket when Jim Rutherford brought him in and sent Patric 
Hornqvist out, and I couldn’t blame them. Now, though? The 
mistakes are way down. The production is way up — 
certainly enough to cancel out those mistakes. And he’s still 
a blast to watch. It’s time for a lot of folks to recalibrate their 
opinion on him. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 45-26-6 
Last week: 12 
Hailey rank: 11 
Shayna rank: 12 
Sean rank: 13 

Hailey: My reputation has never been worse in Edmonton 
after I said Gaudreau had a better Hart case than Connor 
McDavid. I’m sorry! Don’t blame me. Can I make it up to you 
by talking about Jesse Puljujarvi? 

He’s eighth on the team in scoring but Puljujarvi has very 
strong underlying numbers. He has the best shot rate on the 
Oilers (59.2 percent) and the best expected goals rate (59.7 
percent) at five-on-five. He doesn’t quite have the individual 
production to back up his underlyings yet — although he 
does have a modest 2.05 points per 60, and set a new 
career-high in points (35). You’d think that production would 
come with more minutes; he’s averaging around 15 this year, 
and playing up the lineup more consistently. But he’s a solid 
play driver and still only 23 years old. A lot of the chatter 
around him seems to be quite negative, but Puljujarvi’s $6 
million in surplus value is hard to be too cranky about. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Record: 43-23-11 
Last week: 1 
Hailey rank: 14 
Shayna rank: 13 
Sean rank: 12 

Sean: Washington’s roster is dotted with some big 
names. Nick Jensen isn’t one of them, but he’s having a 
great season nonetheless. The numbers surrounding him are 
outsized and, frankly, easy to make fun of, like J.P. is kinda-
sorta doing here … 

… but, for real, he’s been good and he’s been important. 
He’s got the second-best expected goals rate in their 
defensive group! In him and Dmitry Orlov, the Caps have a 
second pair with great defensive impacts that they can throw 
to the wolves if they wish. Solid player. Unspectacular player. 
Maybe the exact sort of player we had in mind when we 
decided to do this. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Record: 44-28-5 
Last week: 13 
Hailey rank: 14 
Shayna rank: 14 
Sean rank: 14 

Hailey: Do you know who leads rookies in goals this season? 
It’s Tanner Jeannot! Do people know this? Because I don’t 
think he’s getting a ton of attention when it comes to the 
Calder race this season. He was an undrafted free agent 
who signed in Nashville in 2018, made his debut last season 
in a fourth-line role and now he’s a figure in the middle-six 
and has more goals (24) than anyone on the Predators not 
named Matt Duchene or Filip Forsberg. 

Shayna: Also important is that ~80 percent of his scoring has 
come at even strength, making it all the more impressive. 
Plus, he is super strong, so there is that. 

Sean: Yep, he’s leading the league in fights (13). Caught 
Emily Pfalzer’s husband last week, in fact. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 42-27-10 
Last week: 17 
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Hailey rank: 15 
Shayna rank: 15 
Sean rank: 16 

Shayna: The Kings needed secondary scoring. They found 
that this season with a new-look second line. Viktor 
Arvidsson’s bounce-back and Phillip Danault’s offensive 
opportunities made the two savvy additions for Los Angeles. 
But the player completing this trio may not have been 
expected to be this effective. 

Trevor Moore’s already exceeded his previous scoring highs 
this season. The hardworking winger clicks on the second 
line, thanks to his ability to get the puck into the offensive 
zone at a high rate, and contributions of both passes and 
shots. Plus he has a positive influence on the penalty kill. 

This is the kind of player who would look really good on the 
Leafs. Oh, wait, sorry, never mind. 

Hailey: Between this and Marchment…Never mind! Sorry! 

16. Dallas Stars 

Record: 43-30-5 
Last week: 16 
Hailey rank: 16 
Shayna rank: 16 
Sean rank: 15 

Shayna: The Stars don’t create much of anything when their 
top line isn’t on the ice. We’ve established that Joe Pavelski 
is still very good. If you didn’t already know going into this 
season that Jason Robertson is excellent, you must have 
learned by now. But how about Roope Hintz? He might be 
the most under-appreciated player in that leading trio, 
despite being a pivotal part of it. If Dallas makes the playoffs, 
they owe a lot to Hintz and his leading wingers. 

Sean: I called the Stars “The Ramblin’ Boys of Chaos” a 
couple of weeks ago, and I’m going to force it until it sticks. 
The ideal Dallas game is 56 minutes of discombobulation, 
four minutes of the Hintz line doing whatever it wants, then 4-
on-4, then a 12-round shootout loss. I love them so much. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 38-29-11 
Last week: 18 
Hailey rank: 17 
Shayna rank: 18 
Sean rank: 17 

Hailey: Is it…weird…if I say Luke Schenn? Because he’s 
actually been OK this season, and that feels like a win for a 
Vancouver defense group that looked like it took a step back 
on paper. He’s played around 582 minutes with Quinn 
Hughes on the second pair, with positive impacts on the 
defensive side of the puck. He mostly plays at even strength 
and on the PK, around 17 minutes per game, and is putting 
up some of his best numbers in a decade. His plus-14 rating 
is second on the team and his best rate ever. His four goals 
and 15 points are the most he’s scored since he was 22 
years old in Toronto in 2011-12. 

Schenn has also been a physical presence in Vancouver this 
season, defending his teammates twice in the last few days 

alone. That matters. So, does his $850,000 salary and $2.4 
million in surplus value. 

Sean: Schenn has aged into an old-guy folk hero on 
Canucks Twitter. One of the most bizarre career arcs in the 
game. He’s been, like, six different players over the course of 
his career. 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 42-31-5 
Last week: 15 
Hailey rank: 18 
Shayna rank: 17 
Sean rank: 18 

Hailey: How long can we get away with calling Mark Stone 
underappreciated? Asking for a friend. 

Sean: I’ve got 76 million reasons to say he’s properly rated. 
To me, the answer here is Chandler Stephenson, who’s 
given Vegas a 60-point, play-driving season with an AAV 
under $2.8 million. He’s going to finish second on the team in 
the points, which wasn’t the plan for the team overall — but 
it’s also not his fault. I’m looking forward to the offseason 
when they’ll presumably try to replace him with someone 
who’s as productive for twice the price. 

Shayna: I have to side with Stephenson here, but I’ll raise 
you both an Evgenii Dadonov. He’s so underappreciated in 
Vegas that management was ready to make him a cap 
casualty to dig their way out of the hell they’ve put 
themselves in. He responds by… scoring some timely goals. 

19. New York Islanders 

Record: 35-32-10 
Last week: 20 
Hailey rank: 20 
Shayna rank: 19 
Sean rank: 19 

Hailey: The Islanders were one of the league’s best 
defensive teams last season. This year…not so much. But 
Ilya Sorokin has still gotten better and has been one of the 
league’s best goalies this season, despite the group in front 
of him going the opposite way. His 2.32 goals-against 
average is the fourth-best by any goalie. His .927 save 
percentage sits second, and so do his seven (!) shutouts. 

Sean: He’s third in the league in goals saved above 
expected, with more than 22. Third! I feel like this all started 
for him a little too late, but he’s got to pop up on some 
Vezina ballots, right? He’d deserve it. 

Shayna: He should unless you subscribe to the school of 
‘this player has to make the playoffs to be in the race’ which 
is crap, but I digress. 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 35-32-11 
Last week: 19 
Hailey rank: 19 
Shayna rank: 20 
Sean rank: 20 

Shayna: By now it feels like we all know how good Nikolaj 
Ehlers is. Do the Jets? Well… it doesn’t always appear that 
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way, based on his usage! The winger hasn’t even a 
consistent feature on their top power-play unit despite having 
one of the most dynamic skill sets of their forward groups 
over the last few seasons. 

Sean: Dom and I started out the season tracking his power-
play minutes, then dropped the gimmick when it got to be too 
depressing. Maybe the next coach will figure out a way to 
make it work because Dave Lowry sure hasn’t. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 30-38-11 
Last week: 21 
Hailey rank: 22 
Shayna rank: 21 
Sean rank: 21 

Sean: There are a few different brands of players that tend to 
pop up in exercises like this. One of them is a “former star 
who fell off hard for a while, then bounced back.” Kyle 
Okposo is in that category. He was a good player for a long 
time — that $6.5 million salary didn’t come out of nowhere — 
then had his career derailed by concussions. He’s again a 
20-goal guy, which was basically the norm for him with the 
Islanders, and he’s doing all sorts of great leader-y things for 
one of the league’s most refreshing second-half stories. 
Unexpected? Yep. Nice to watch? Absolutely. 

Shayna: Also, he brings the dad energy this Sabres team 
needs. Really glad I could contribute some important 
analysis here. 

Hailey: Don’t say dad energy around Sean. It upsets him. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 30-35-12 
Last week: 23 
Hailey rank: 23 
Shayna rank: 22 
Sean rank: 22 

Sean: The Sharks turned out to be just as mediocre as most 
of us figured they’d be, huh? Tomas Hertl is providing first-
line production, as he tends to do. Erik Karlsson and Brent 
Burns hooked themselves up to the rejuvenation machine, 
but it wasn’t enough for a real postseason run. Timo Meier, it 
appears, is a hockey god, but we mention that more than 
enough around here. So the pick, boring as it is, is Rudolfs 
Balcers. Unspectacular, well-rounded, middle-six production 
for $1.6 million — that’s the Rudolfs Balcers Promise. 

Shayna: The thing to appreciate is that $1.6 million cap hit! 
Then again he’s only 25 years old, which is far too young to 
give him some hefty eight-year deal. 

23. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 30-34-14 
Last week: 24 
Hailey rank: 21 
Shayna rank: 23 
Sean rank: 24 

Sean: He’s not a breakout star, doing stuff that makes 
veteran centers and opposing broadcasters lose their minds; 
that’s Trevor Zegras and Troy Terry. He’s not a future Hall of 

Famer on his way out; that’s Ryan Getzlaf. His contract — at 
nearly $6 million AAV for two more seasons — isn’t great. 
But Adam Henrique is having himself a nice little season, 
especially for a guy who cleared waivers last year. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 35-36-6 
Last week: 22 
Hailey rank: 26 
Shayna rank: 24 
Sean rank: 23 

Sean: The Blue Jackets are a tough one. We’ve all talked a 
good bit about the very Patrik Laine season that Patrik Laine 
is having. I’m completely, canonically in the tank for Jack 
Roslovic. Zach Werenski is about as good as he should be. 
Jake Voracek has 56 points and 51 of them are assists, 
which honestly seems impossible. Cole Sillinger is just a lil’ 
baby. 

The production they’ve seen from Adam Boqvist, though? 
That’s interesting. He was part of the return in the Seth 
Jones trade. Eleven goals in just 52 games, plus highlight-
reel skill … I don’t think many folks are aware that Columbus 
has a defenseman quite like that. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 29-41-7 
Last week: 25 
Hailey rank: 24 
Shayna rank: 26 
Sean rank: 25 

Hailey: Brady Tkachuk is the captain. Thomas Chabot the 
No. 1 defenseman. Tim Stützle is the future star center. They 
get a lot of headlines and attention for good reason. But, 
make no mistake, Josh Norris is the best goal scorer on the 
Senators and probably doesn’t get enough love, despite 
living up to the hype as the centerpiece of the Erik Karlsson 
trade. 

Norris is having a breakout year. And if he wasn’t sidelined 
for 15 games with a shoulder injury, he could have been 
flirting with a 50-goal season. His 1.75 goals per 60 is among 
the best rates in the league this season, which has Norris 
behind players like Auston Matthews, Alex Ovechkin, Leon 
Draisaitl and Filip Forsberg. Norris has an excellent shot with 
a quick release, and he loves to use it at the right circle on 
the power play. He’s also just a smart center who can be 
trusted in all three zones. And, he is probably a better singer 
than Tkachuk, too. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 30-38-10 
Last week: 28 
Hailey rank: 25 
Shayna rank: 25 
Sean rank: 26 

Shayna: With 12 goals in 21 games, Jakub Vrana’s scoring 
at an impressive rate of 2.35 per 60 in all situations that’s 
second only to… Auston Matthews. 

Sean: Who’s that? 
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Shayna: Some guy from Toronto, I don’t know the media just 
keeps hyping him up for trophies. 

The difference between a good scorer and a great scorer is 
the ability to hold that up (or close to it) across a full season. 
Vrana obviously isn’t going to have the opportunity for that, 
seeing as the season is almost done after missing most of it 
with injury. The offseason is going to cut off the momentum 
he’s building, and it’s going to be a long, cruel summer for 
the winger who missed so much time between last year and 
his season debut. But he’s leaving a lasting impression with 
his deceptive shot that hopefully can carry into next year. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 26-41-11 
Last week: 26 
Hailey rank: 27 
Shayna rank: 27 
Sean rank: 27 

Sean: The Blackhawks are barely worth paying attention to, 
so if you’re unaware that Dylan Strome, since moving 
between Patrick Kane and Alex DeBrincat at the midpoint of 
the season, has been a 0.95 point-per-game player, you’re 
forgiven. 

The road here for Strome has been bizarre, and there’s 
reason to be wary of guys who put up big numbers on 
garbage teams — even the most garbage teams still score 
sometimes — but at some point, you have to call him what 
he is; a No. 1 center. I don’t think many people are aware of 
that. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 27-43-7 
Last week: 27 
Hailey rank: 28 
Shayna rank: 28 
Sean rank: 28 

Shayna: When anyone thinks of the Devils, they rightfully 
think of Jack Hughes. But maybe that overshadows Jesper 
Bratt’s accomplishments this season. The winger has been 
one of their most valuable players thanks to his defensive 
efforts, transitional ability, and offensive creation. He very 
quietly has 70 points in 72 games. And now with his contract 
expiring, there’s a blank space on the books next to his 
name — and he’s earned quite the raise. 

Sean: Ah, yep, you’re doing the Taylor Swift thing. I get it. 

Hailey: Rookie mistake. Using the obvious lyrics. 

Shayna: I only know the obvious lyrics. I had to do actual 
work for this part of the power rankings. Blame Dom, who 
said “if it feels like overkill it’s not.” 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 26-44-6 
Last week: 30 
Hailey rank: 29 
Shayna rank: 30 
Sean rank: 29 

Sean: Philipp Grubauer. Nope! That’s a joke! It’s tough to 
find surprisingly good seasons on stinky teams — and 

doubly so when the stinky team in question was not 
supposed to be quite so stinky. Dom isn’t here, so we don’t 
have to mention Jared McCann. Jordan Eberle hasn’t been 
bad, either. I’m going with Carson Soucy, though. He leads 
Seattle’s defensemen with a 1.1 GSVA and has banged in 
some goals. I dunno, I’m running out gas here. 

Shayna: Can we mention McCann, though? He is good! And 
fits the theme of players who did not stick with the Leafs with 
Marchment and Moore… 

Sean: See, that’s just the energy boost I needed. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 20-47-11 
Last week: 31 
Hailey rank: 30 
Shayna rank: 29 
Sean rank: 30 

Sean: Overall, almost nobody on the Habs has been good. 
Congrats to Chris Wideman. A decent, productive season on 
the blue line was more than enough. The other option here 
was combining Rem and Tyler into a Super-Pitlick, but the 
committee shot down that idea. 

Shayna: What if we stack two short kings together in Cole 
Caufield and Marty St. Louis in a trenchcoat? 

31. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 24-43-11 
Last week: 29 
Hailey rank: 31 
Shayna rank: 31 
Sean rank: 31 

Hailey: This should be a tough choice, given how low we are 
in the rankings, but I think Travis Sanheim is the most natural 
pick here. 

Not a lot has gone well in Philadelphia this season, and yet, 
Sanheim has put up pretty solid overall numbers. He is the 
highest-scoring defenseman on the Flyers (31 points) and 
has the best expected goals rate of any regular skater on the 
team — only Claude Giroux was better before he was sent to 
Florida at the deadline. Sanheim has mostly anchored the 
second pair this season and has certainly been 
Philadelphia’s best defender. 

If the team is going to aggressively retool, as Chuck Fletcher 
has said, you would think the team would keep Sanheim 
around to anchor the blue line. That said, he makes $4.675 
million for one more season before becoming a UFA. And for 
all the reasons above he might be an attractive trade target 
for teams looking for dependable defenders this summer. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 22-49-6 
Last week: 32 
Hailey rank: 32 
Shayna rank: 32 
Sean rank: 32 

Shayna: It’s easy to look at players who go to Arizona and 
think “I forgot that you existed” when you tune into a game. 
But Shayne Gostisbehere still exists! And he’s doing well 
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enough for the Coyotes with very little support! At 5-on-5, he 
does make some high-risk plays but can help move the puck 
up the ice with control. And on the power play, where he 

tends to quarterback the top unit, he has a point on 84 
percent of the goals that he’s on the ice for.

 

 

Category 5: 4 more games until Hurricanes start postseason 

Russians in Raleigh, Skjei’s big year, Dougie’s return and 
Jarvis’ rookie season 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The slog through the rest of the regular season 
has a light at the end of the tunnel. 

The Hurricanes will fly to the Tri-State area Friday afternoon 
for three road games in four days against the Devils, 
Islanders and Rangers, starting with Saturday’s matinee in 
New Jersey. The Devils also visit PNC Arena for Thursday’s 
regular season finale. 

Before the fun begins, let’s tie up some loose ends. 

1. Conventional wisdom says rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
will get one of the road starts — likely either Saturday or 
Sunday. 

Kochetkov’s early arrival in Raleigh comes courtesy of 
injuries to starter Frederik Andersen and No. 3 goalie Alex 
Lyon, but the hype train had no trouble following him from 
Chicago. 

It has to be overwhelming for Kochetkov, who has only been 
in North America for two months, speaks little English and is 
with his third team of 2022. 

There has been some relief in the way of Andrei Svechnikov, 
once upon a time an eager but elementary English speaker 
himself. The two Russians chatted following Thursday’s 
morning skate, a break from the Google translate 
conversations Kochetkov’s been having with goalie coach 
Paul Schonfelder. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Svechnikov has 
been a big help with the language barrier. 

“Thankfully we have Svech here, so (he can help with) any of 
the stuff we have to talk about,” Brind’Amour said. “More 
than anything, it’s off-ice stuff (like), ‘Do you know where to 
go?’ and making sure he’s comfortable. … We’re lucky that 
way.” 

2. Thursday night, another player who can relate to 
Kochetkov’s situation was in Raleigh. 

Jets goalie Mikhail Berdin was called up on an emergency 
basis Tuesday after Winnipeg starter Connor Hellebuyck was 
scratched from his expected start. 

Berdin, from Ufa, Russia, bounced on and off the Jets’ taxi 
squad the last two seasons but is still, like Kochetkov, 
waiting to make his NHL debut. 

The 24-year-old, however, has been in North America since 
2016-17 when he played in the USHL. There’s quite a story 
about that, actually, and The Athletic’s Murat Ages 
chronicled both that and the friendship that has blossomed 
between Berdin and Svechnikov — who was also in the 
USHL that season — from their time on Russia’s 2018 World 
Junior Championship team. 

During warmups Thursday, Berdin and Kochetkov stretched 
on either side of the red line in preparation for their night 
wearing a baseball cap, waiting for their shot to play in an 
NHL game. But for a few moments, both got an idea of what 
a small world it is — two young goalies thousands of miles 
away from home, chatting as they would back in Russia. 

3. Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei has quietly put together 
his best statistical season since he made the NHL’s All-
Rookie Team back in 2016-17. 

Through 78 games, the 28-year-old has matched his career 
high with eight goals — the fourth time he’s reached that 
total — and also has 35 points. Unlike his rookie season, 
when he had seven power play assists, Skjei has all his 
2021-22 points at even strength. 

“It definitely is a bonus,” Skjei said of his production this 
season. “I feel like I’ve created some good chances, and this 
year I’m lucky enough that a lot of them have gone in or guys 
have scored. But I just try to play my game, play good 
defense, and then if I can chip in on the offense, obviously 
there’s a plus.” 

Skjei is tied with Tony DeAngelo with eight even-strength 
goals and also leads Carolina’s defensemen in primary 
assists at even strength, totaling 13 to Jaccob Slavin’s 12 
and DeAngelo’s 11. 

Skjei’s 33 even-strength points this season trail only 
Svechnikov (38), Sebastian Aho (37) and Nino Niederreiter 
(36) on the Hurricanes this season. 

“If you don’t get that secondary wave of scoring from your D, 
it’s just hard to score,” Brind’Amour said. “And so all the 
teams that activate their D, their D are always in the rush, 
their D are hanging around. Brady’s a great skater and I think 
he has great instincts, and that’s why he’s cashing in.” 
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4. It looks like New Jersey defenseman Dougie Hamilton will 
finally get to play the Hurricanes since signing a seven-year, 
$63 million deal with the Devils (heh) last offseason. 

Hamilton, who had 42 goals and 121 points in three years 
with Carolina, has 29 points in 57 games this season with 
New Jersey. Carolina plays at New Jersey on Saturday and 
then ends the regular season hosting the Devils on 
Thursday. 

In case you were curious, Hamilton has three goals and six 
assists in 13 career games against Carolina. His best game 
against the Hurricanes was his last — a two-goal 
performance on Jan. 14, 2018, when he was with Calgary. 

*** 

Side note: You might remember that as the game where 
graybeards Justin Williams and Mark Giordano fought after 
the Calgary defensemen made a high hit on Sebastian Aho. 

Aho missed two weeks with a concussion while Giordano 
was given a match penalty but not suspended. 

*** 

Five months after that game, Hamilton was traded to 
Carolina — along with Micheal Ferland and the rights to 
Adam Fox — for Elias Lindholm and Noah Hanifin. 

While it might now look like the Flames were big winners in 
this deal, Ferland and Hamilton both helped the Hurricanes 
end their playoff drought and make a run to the Eastern 
Conference Final in 2019, and the latter was around for two 
more years of playoffs before his big payday. 

And Fox? He wasn’t going to sign with anyone but the 
Rangers, so Carolina shipped him to New York for two 
second-round picks. 

One became 2020 41st overall pick Noah Gunler, who just 
came to North America from Sweden and has a goal and an 
assist in his first six AHL games with the Wolves. 

The other pick, the 37th in 2019, was traded to Ottawa — 
which selected goalie Mads Sogaard — for the 44th and 
83rd picks that draft. Those picks became prospects 
Jamieson Rees and Anttoni Honka — who both look like they 
have NHL futures. 

5. Speaking of young players, let’s put Seth Jarvis’ rookie 
season in perspective. 

Jarvis won’t be among the Calder Trophy finalists after the 
season, but I wouldn’t bet against him being one of the top 
players to come out of the 2020 NHL Draft. 

Entering Friday’s games, only six players from that draft 
class have more points than Jarvis’ 36 in 64 games: Tim 
Stutzle (82 points in 127 games), Lucas Raymond (56 in 78), 
Alexis Lafreniere (49 in 131), Anton Lundell (43 in 62), 
Dawson Mercer (41 in 77) and Jamie Drysdale (39 in 101). 

The Rangers’ Lafreniere has been underwhelming so far as 
the top overall pick, while Detroit’s Raymond (taken fourth) 
looks like he could be the class of the draft. Drysdale, a 
defenseman with the Ducks, has lived up to his billing so far 
as the No. 5 pick. 

Jarvis’ points per game (0.56) are on par with last year’s 
rookie campaign by the third pick Stutzle (0.55), who is now 
in his second season. Lundell (selected 12th) has played just 
over 100 minutes more than Jarvis (13th overall) this season, 
which closes the point production gap between those two 
significantly. Mercer, the latest pick of the six players at 18th, 
has played nearly 300 minutes and 13 games more than 
Jarvis this season while producing just behind the Carolina 
rookie in points per game (0.53). 

There’s also L.A.’s Quinton Byfield, Winnipeg’s Cole Perfetti, 
Minnesota’s Marco Rossi and Ottawa’s Jake Sanderson, 
among others, to watch from the first round. Still, the 
Hurricanes can’t help but be thrilled with Jarvis’ progress. 

“Let’s put it this way: He’s earned his spot in the lineup and 
he’s definitely earned his ice time,” Brind’Amour said. 

It’s even sweeter when one remembers that Jarvis was 
drafted with the pick Carolina got from Toronto for taking on 
and buying out Patrick Marleau’s contract two seasons ago. 

And Carolina’s original first-round pick from the 2020 draft? It 
was traded to the Rangers, who selected Hendrix Lapierre 
(one goal in six games) 22nd overall. 

The Hurricanes received Skjei in return.
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Mailbag #25: The Final Week 

What's going on with the defensive scratches? Is Kochetkov 
the next coming of Cam Ward? Can the Canes hang on for 
first? 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Bring out the white flag, because we're 
down to just one home game remaining this regular season. 

(Did I do that NASCAR reference right?) 

Last night was a fun one and it was nice to see the team 
earn a victory when it was certainly deserved. Kudos to Eric 
Comrie for making it difficult, because the Canes were 
certainly the better of the two teams, but he kept Winnipeg in 
it and in the driver's seat for a while. 

I digress. 

The team heads north today for three games in four days 
against the Devils, Islanders and Rangers before coming 
home to round out the regular season with another meeting 
against New Jersey. How did we get here? This fast? We've 
really reached the final road games of the season, already? 

Let's get to the questions. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

Why is Ethan Bear getting scratched so much? - 
@mattdogg53 

For those who aren't up to speed, as of late there has been a 
three-man rotation for the final two defensive spots. One of 
Ian Cole, Brendan Smith or Ethan Bear has had to sit out 
healthy. 

Why? 

"We really just want to keep everyone sharp, that's why 
we've rotated guys in and out. Starting next week we'll 
definitely have to know what we're doing, but it may be one 
of those things where it is depending on the opponent for 
who we use and the pairs we use. More than anything right 
now, we're just trying to keep all those guys in the mix." 

That's what Rod Brind'Amour had to say when asked about it 
after Thursday's morning skate. So, there's your answer. 

Looking into D pairings. The top two pairs seem set with 74-
77 & 76-22. What combination will the third pair settle in for 
the post season? Between Cole-Smith-Bear seems 
something's missing IMO. Do you see Chatfield getting a 
playoff shot here? I can see Smith with Chatfield. - 
@yyzman442 

See above for the answer to the first question. 

In regard to the second, I don't foresee Chatfield being called 
up if all three of Cole, Smith and Bear are healthy. Injuries 

can obviously change things, but Chatfield is an important 
anchor for the Chicago Wolves right now, who are about to 
embark on a playoff run of their own. 

It's nice to see the belief in Chatfield though, I think he's 
going to be a very important piece come September. But let's 
not rush to that, there's other important things on the horizon 
first. 

Is Pyotr Kochetkov the second coming of Cam Ward? - 
@chilzz919 

I know there's a bit of tongue-in-cheek with this question. Or 
at least that's the manner I'm going to operate under with it. 

I'm glad everyone's excited to see the kid play. Heck, I am 
too. How could you not be? 

I know there's a lot of hype behind him, but the numbers 
reflect what the numbers reflect so far. Antti Raanta's 
comparison was a big one at that, too. 

It looks like we might get a glance at him this weekend due 
to the impending back-to-back in Tri-State Area, so buckle 
up. And remember, let's not put too much pressure on him. 

Do you think the Canes can hold on to first in the Metro? - 
@Tom_Hannigan237 

CAN they? Sure! 

WILL they? That remains to be seen. 

It's definitely nice to have something on the line in the final 
few days of the regular season though. We already know the 
team has locked up home ice advantage for the first round 
after their win last night, but the team has said that they want 
to keep playing sharp more than anything as the regular 
season schedule winds down. If the play brings a division 
championship along with it, great. If not, and they're still 
playing well, I think they'll be happy. 

A lot is going to hinge on Tuesday night's big meeting at the 
Garden though. 

For those of us who still don't fully understand how things 
work, can you go into a little detail about how place will be 
decided if we tie the Rangers in points? - @baileyycurtis 

Sure can! 

It's buried, but if you go to the NHL's Standings page and just 
scroll down to the bottom, there is a "Tie-Breaking 
Procedure" tab, which you can expand upon. 

Could it be simplified a bit? Yes, but the info is there. 

In your opinion, what team is the best first-round matchup for 
the Canes? - @Craig_Moyer 
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My opinion is irrelevant, but the numbers say that the Canes 
have had the most success against Boston this season. 

They beat them in all three meetings and outscored them by 
a combined 16-1. 

But, on the other side of the coin, if you think that doesn't 
motivate Boston, you're crazy. Regardless of whom Carolina 
draws, it won't be a walk in the park.

 

 

 

About Last Night: Hurricanes down Jets 4-2 

The Hurricanes persevered to a 4-2 victory over the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

By AlexOhari 

A cold start wasn’t enough to stop the Carolina Hurricanes 
Thursday night, as they erased a two-goal deficit to cruise to 
a 4-2 win over the Winnipeg Jets at PNC Arena. 

As always, let’s have a look at the good and the bad from 
last night: 

The Good 

 Seth Jarvis continues to have a fantastic rookie 
season and continues to exceed any realistic 
expectations that anyone could have had for him. 
His third period go-ahead goal was a testament to 
his fearlessness, as he battled his way to the front 
of the net and got rewarded with a rebound and an 
empty net. There’s not many teenagers Jarvis’ size 
that repeatedly get to the dirty areas, but he 
continues to persevere and continues to get 
rewarded for it. On top of all of his skill and world 
class skating ability, the kid has a massive heart. 

“He’s been great,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “You’ve got to 
remember how he’s new to the league, young kid and he’s 
not a big guy, so there’s a lot going against him, but he’s 
definitely maturing before our eyes. He’s earned his spot in 
the lineup and he’s definitely earned his ice time.” 

 Andrei Svechnikov has found another gear this 
season, with his true power forward-type ability 
starting to shine consistently. His impact was on full 
display in the third period, with his heroic solo-effort 
in the offensive zone that resulted in Jaccob 
Slavin’s tying goal. When Svech is locked in and 
feeling himself, he’s virtually unstoppable. He quite 
literally does whatever he wants out there — both 
physically and with his skill. He continues to be a 
real treat to watch. 

“He’s a special player,” said Jaccob Slavin. “We’ve always 
known it. Even when he was a rookie in the league, he had 

that ability. He’s just getting smarter — and he’s always had 
poise — but just continuing to get better and more confident. 
He plays a hard game so it’s always nice as a defenseman 
to give someone like that the puck.” 

The Bad 

 Brendan Smith. I mean, how and why is this guy still 
in the lineup? I get that he’s a well-respected 
veteran and he plays hard and physical, but the guy 
can’t do the single most important thing in hockey 
— skate. He just can’t move. It’s a mystery how 
he’s getting ice-time ahead of Ethan Bear, or even 
Jalen Chatfield at this point. 

 Slow starts continue to plague the Hurricanes, as 
they fell behind 2-0 in the first period and looked 
pretty flat overall despite doubling Winnipeg’s shots 
on goal. Suffice to say, if the Canes hope to put 
together a long playoff run — then they really need 
to start showing up for games on time. You can’t be 
playing from behind so frequently. 

“There’s lots of ups and downs in hockey,” Slavin said. “And 
Roddy’s pregame speech before the game today was ‘what 
are you going to do when bad things happen?’ So, not off to 
a great start, but we stuck with it and it just teaches resiliency 
and that’s what you need, especially going into the playoffs. 
The more we can get that, the better chances we have.” 

What’s Next? 

The Hurricanes have an afternoon back-to-back coming up 
on the weekend, with a trip to New Jersey to face the Devils 
on Saturday and then over to the Island to meet the 
Islanders on Sunday.  

With Frederik Andersen still out of the lineup, it’s extremely 
possible that we see the much anticipated debut of Pyotr 
Kochetkov in one of the two games, which should be worth 
the price of admission alone. Regardless, it’ll be interesting 
to see how he looks in his first taste of NHL hockey — 
assuming that he gets the nod.
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Wolves glide past Griffins 

Poturalski, Panik and Gunler post 1 goal and 1 assist apiece  

Josh Leivo dished out three primary assists to lead the 
Chicago Wolves to a 4-2 victory over the Grand Rapids 
Griffins Friday night at Van Andel Arena. 

Forwards Andrew Poturalski, Richard Panik and Noel Gunler 
and defenseman Chris Bigras scored for the Wolves (47-15-
5-5) as the Central Division champs stayed in the chase to 
post the AHL’s best points percentage and earn home-ice 
advantage throughout the playoffs. 

Goaltender Jack LaFontaine (3-3-4) stopped 27 shots to 
earn the win for Chicago, which has four regular-season 
games remaining and returns to Allstate Arena at 7 p.m. 
Saturday to face Milwaukee on First Responders Night, 
presented by Turtle Wax. 

The Wolves broke on top 2:39 into the second period. Gunler 
circled back to the left point and whipped a wrister toward the 
net that goaltender Kaden Fulcher blocked, but the rebound 
bounced into the slot. Leivo and Bigras pounced on it and 
Bigras moved the puck just outside the crease so he could 
flick a backhand past Fulcher for the 1-0 lead. 

Grand Rapids (32-33-6-2) pulled even at 5:15 on a fluke 
goal. Rookie forward Jonatan Berggren carried the puck to 
the left half-wall and flipped a centering pass toward the 
crease. A Wolves defenseman raised his stick to break it up, 
but wound up deflecting it into the net for a 1-1 knot. 

Chicago answered just 70 seconds later by stringing together 
three quick passes that led to Poturalski’s 26th goal and 

92nd point of the year. Leivo carried the puck to the offensive 
blue line and dished to Richard Panik along the right wing. 
He fed defenseman Jalen Chatfield, who sent a perfect 
backhand pass to Poturalski for a snapper from the slot. 

The same group gave the Wolves a 3-1 lead at 9:11 of the 
second. Poturalski motored down the left wing and zipped a 
cross-ice pass to Leivo open on the right wing. Leivo 
completed the tic-tac-toe with a quick pass to Panik at the 
back door as the long-time NHL veteran earned his second 
goal with the Wolves. 

Grand Rapids’ Riley Barber cut the margin to 3-2 at 5:26 of 
the third during 4-on-4 action, but Gunler gave the Wolves a 
crucial insurance goal at 10:40. Leivo’s rip from the left circle 
was blocked, but Gunler chased down the rebound behind 
the net and stuffed the puck past Fulcher’s skate for a 4-2 
lead. 

Fulcher (1-2-0) finished with 30 saves in the loss. 

The Wolves welcome the Milwaukee Admirals at 7 p.m. 
Saturday for First Responders Night, presented by Turtle 
Wax, that includes a Touch-A-Truck event outside. On 
Sunday, Grand Rapids comes to town for a 3 p.m. Papa 
Johns Family Sunday and the first 5,000 fans receive a set of 
Wolves Trading Cards courtesy of Vienna Beef. To get the 
best seats for this weekend or the Calder Cup Playoffs, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com or contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

  

 
TODAY’S LINKS 

https://theathletic.com/3265484/2022/04/22/nhl-power-rankings-a-crucial-improvement-plus-each-teams-under-the-radar-standout/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/category-5-4-more-games-until-hurricanes-start-postseason/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-25-the-final-week/c-333292152 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/22/23036819/about-last-night-hurricanes-down-jets-4-2 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/22/wolves-glide-past-griffins/ 
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Here’s what happens if the Hurricanes and Rangers tie for the Metro 
Division title 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

The NHL’s points system has caused debate for years, particularly the 
awarding of the so-called “loser” point for a team that falls in overtime or 
a shootout, instituted with the advent of the shootout in the pro game in 
2005. 

But while a regular-season game can’t end in a tie — thanks to the 
shootout — and a playoff game can’t end in a tie — they play multiple 
overtimes — the teams can certainly tie in points earned during the 
regular season, a path the Carolina Hurricanes could very well be 
walking. 

After the team’s comeback win Thursday night over Winnipeg, the Canes 
are, again, tied for the division lead with the New York Rangers, each 
having 108 points to this point in the season. 

With four games to play for each side — including one head-to-head 
matchup — a tie in the final standings is a real possibility. 

Should that happen, there are five tie-breaking methods the league will 
use to separate the teams in question. 

▪ First, the league will tabulate regulation wins, meaning any win earned 
before heading to overtime. The Canes hold the lead over the Rangers 
here, 44-43. 

▪ Next, the league adds overtime games back to the total. By this 
measure, Carolina (49) would win the division over the Rangers (47) if 
the season ended today. 

▪ If, however, the teams were still tied, the next tiebreaker is overall win 
total. Here, the Rangers have the edge by one at the moment, 51-50. 

▪ Another tie would trigger the fourth level of statistical comparison, total 
points earned in head-to-head matchups. With one game remaining 
between the teams (Tuesday, in New York), the Canes have the 
advantage there, 4-2. 

▪ If necessary, a fifth comparison is used: Season-long goal differential. 
There, the Canes are well ensconced in the lead, holding a healthy +68 - 
+50 advantage. 

Of course, these scenarios only apply if the teams finish tied in points 
come the end of next week. What seemed improbable just a month ago 
— the Canes fighting for the Metropolitan Division lead — has become a 
reality after a sustained stretch of mediocre hockey. 

After starting the season 14-2, Carolina had put itself in the driver’s seat. 
Another run of wins through December and early January put the team at 
24-7-1, and it sat at 31-9-2 when it hit its assigned week-long break 
before what would have been the league’s Olympic break. 

Since that time, however, the Canes have been an average team overall, 
posting a 19-11-6 record. While the Capitals — early on the team 
pushing hardest back at Carolina — also faded a bit, the Rangers caught 
fire. Led by surprising goal-scoring leader Chris Kreider and the stellar 
goaltending of Igor Shesterkin, New York caught up to the Canes. 

Both teams have four games left to play. The Rangers are at Boston on 
Saturday, then host Carolina next Tuesday, and finish the season at 
home against Montreal and Washington. 

The Canes travel to New Jersey on Saturday afternoon, to the New York 
Islanders on Sunday and to the Rangers on Tuesday before returning 
home for the season finale next Thursday against the Devils. 

Herald-Sun LOADED: 04.23.2022 
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What sort of team will Islanders be to end a disappointing season? 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

BUFFALO — The Islanders have a choice to make over their final five 
games before summer recess, starting with a Saturday matinee against 
the Sabres at KeyBank Center. 

Finish with a maximum effort, regardless of results, as the players and 
coach Barry Trotz have said the team has pledged to do. Or cheat the 
game, as Trotz said was the case in Thursday night’s 6-3 loss to the 
playoff-bound Rangers at UBS Arena. 

Which way the Islanders (35-32-10), eliminated from reaching the 
playoffs for the first time since 2018, respond against the last non-playoff 
team they’ll face will be telling. The Sabres (30-38-11) are missing the 
playoffs for the 11th straight season but have won three in a row and four 
of their last five. 

“We take pride in playing good, hard hockey,” Islanders captain Anders 
Lee said after Thursday’s loss. “So that’s what we’re going to do the rest 
of the way. I wouldn’t expect anything else.” 

Of course, there is the fatigue factor for the Islanders, who did not 
practice on Friday. The loss to the Rangers marked the Islanders’ fifth 
game in eight days. Their final five games will be played over seven 
days. Under that grueling a schedule, they’re not all going to be 
Picassos. 

And mailing in the performances at this point, in a season that started 
with Stanley Cup aspirations after back-to-back trips to the NHL 
semifinals, would not be shocking. 

But even in the games when the legs are not spry, the Islanders want to 
be competitive. 
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“You have to engage physically,” coach Barry Trotz said. “You just can’t 
let people drive by you or hang on to the puck. Make plays. You’ve got to 
separate the man from the puck. You’ve got to be in that battle.” 

It wasn’t just playing soft hockey at times against the Rangers that 
disturbed Trotz. It was straying from the defensive system that has 
helped the team to success over his tenure on Long Island. 

“We have certain protocols in our own zone when you’re coming into D 
zone coverage,” Trotz said. “You can’t just go play shinny and run around 
and guess all over the ice. There are certain things that you have to do. 
That’s why it’s a system and if you’re not going to play the systematic 
way, then you put everybody else in jeopardy. I just thought we had 
some guys cheating the game.” 

After facing the Sabres — who won 6-3 the last time the teams met in 
Buffalo on Feb. 15 — the Islanders host the Hurricanes, vying for the 
Metropolitan Division title, on Sunday afternoon. There’s a home-and-
home series with the playoff-bound Capitals before the Islanders 
conclude the regular season against the two-time Cup-champion 
Lightning at UBS Arena on Friday night. 

Other than a chance to play spoilers, the biggest intrigues for the 
Islanders are whether Brock Nelson reaches 40 goals for the first time in 
his career — he has 36 after scoring twice against the Rangers — or 
goalie Ilya Sorokin notches a team-record eighth shutout. 

Notes & quotes: Defenseman Grant Hutton cleared waivers and was re-
assigned to AHL Bridgeport. 
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Islanders Daily: Tough Loss to Rivals, COVID's Back, Lafleur's Passing - 
New York Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Stefen Rosner  

 

The New York Islanders are off today as they head to Buffalo for a 
matchup with the Sabres on Saturday at 12:30 PM. The New York 
Islanders had no answer for their rivals, the New York Rangers, early on 
Thursday night as they eventually fell by a score of 6-3. Prior to the 
contest, the Islanders announced some personnel were in COVID-19 
protocol along with another player injured. Also, fifth-round selection in 
the 2020 NHL Draft, William Dufour, has signed his entry-level contract. 

These stories and more in today’s daily links! 

The New York Islanders had no answer early for their cross-town rival 
New York Rangers as they were defeated 6-3 at UBS Arena. Andrew 
Copp netted a natural hat trick, puck management was an issue and 
more. The New York Islanders are now 19-14-5 on home ice, 35-32-10 
on the season. (NYI Hockey Now) 

What else could possibly go wrong for the New York Islanders with just a 
week left to go in what has been a nightmarish season? A lot. The New 
York Islanders have a player and two coaches in COVID-19 protocol, 
along with another player out injured. (NYI Hockey Now) 

It was a matter of time before the New York Islanders and 2020 fifth-
round draft pick (152nd overall) William Dufour came to terms on a 
contract. And that day was Thursday. The 20-year-old forward currently 
leads the Quebec Major Junior Hockey League (QMJHL) in goals (52) 
and points (109) through 61 games with the St. John Sea Dogs. His 109-
point season (and counting) is a new record for the Sea Dogs. (NYI 
Hockey Now) 

It was the best effort by the Pittsburgh Penguins in several weeks. 
Winger Jake Guentzel scored the hat trick capped by a later third-period 

empty netter, the Penguins got secondary scoring and the defensemen 
played well. Head coach Mike Sullivan did a little bit of line-matching to 
get Sidney Crosby and Guentzel away from Boston Bruins Selke-quality 
center Patrice Bergeron and the Penguins beat their black-and-gold-clad 
guests 4-0 at PPG Paints Arena. (Pittsburgh Hockey Now) 

The Boston Bruins had nothing going against the Pittsburgh Penguins on 
Thursday night. Defenseman Brandon Carlo had a tough night, but the 
story was Penguins netminder Casey DeSmith who stopped an 
astonishing 52 shots for the shutout. These talking point and more. 
(Boston Hockey Now) 

Florida Panthers coach Andrew Brunette talked about his team having 
their sights set higher than winning a divisional title — or even the 
Presidents’ Trophy for most points in a season. While that is all fine and 
dandy, you can’t exactly cross home plate without rounding first base. 
Man, are the Panthers flying around those bases right now. On Tuesday 
night, the Panthers not only tied a franchise record by winning their 12th 
consecutive game but they also snared their third divisional title and first 
in six years. (Florida Hockey Now) 

In the third period of the Washington Capitals’ Wednesday tilt with the 
Vegas Golden Knights, Alex Ovechkin found himself with the puck on his 
stick and plenty of time and space for his second of the night — and his 
history-making 50th goal of the 2021-22 campaign. He made no mistake. 
(Washington Hockey Now) 

Montreal Canadiens legend Guy 22 has sadly passed away from cancer 
at the age of 70 years old. The famous #10 for the Montreal Canadiens 
holds most of the team’s records, such as assists (728), points (1246), 
single-season points (136), and single-season goal totals (60). He was 
the club’s last true offensive superstar and was remembered fondly by 
the fan base for his flair for the dramatic and his clutch goal-scoring, 
especially during the Canadiens’ dynasty years in the 1970s. (Montreal 
Hockey Now) 

The Philadelphia Flyers ended a six-game losing streak Thursday, and, 
at the same time, extended the Montreal Canadiens’ skid. Flyers 6, 
Canadiens 3. James van Riemsdyk (two), Ivan Provorov, Oskar 
Lindblom, Travis Konecny, and Morgan Frost scored for the Flyers (24-
43-11) at the Bell Centre. Montreal (20-47-11) has lost seven straight. 
(Philly Hockey Now) 

t was a sarcastic gesture but still, Vegas Golden Knights goaltender 
Logan Thompson had quite the response when asked what it was like to 
go up against the soon-to-be all-time goal-scoring leader Alex Ovechkin 
for the first time in his career. “He’s ok,” Thompson said. The kid’s 
confidence is at an all-time high right now and that’s a great thing for the 
Vegas Golden Knights. (Vegas Hockey Now) 

It’s that time of the year, the final push toward the finish line, both for 
NHL teams competing in the regular season and in those of us who’ve 
survived another winter and are ready for spring and Hot Avs summer. Is 
Cale Makar your Norris Trophy winner? (Colorado Hockey Now) 

The San Jose Sharks welcome the high-powered St. Louis Blues to SAP 
Center tonight. Noah Gregor gave the Sharks a quick lead, but the Blues 
took the game 3-1. Here are the talking points from the loss. (San Jose 
Hockey Now) 

The Vancouver Canucks were already wounded, recently losing their 
captain Bo Horvat and top-six forward Tanner Pearson and even their 
back-up netminder Jaroslav Halak to injury. Multiple players have been 
banged up or out with illness lately and the 6-3 loss Thursday night 
against the Wild seemed like a microcosm. (Vancouver Hockey Now) 

Is this the quietest 100-point season in NHL history? Not that Calgary 
Flames winger Matthew Tkachuk should ever be mislabelled as silent – 
especially on the ice – but the 24-year-old’s massive year has been a bit 
under the radar. Linemate Johnny Gaudreau has already cracked the 
century mark. And with a real shot at the scoring title, Gaudreau’s name 
is being spoken more loudly by the day in the Hart Trophy conversation. 
(Calgary Hockey Now) 
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In the Tampa Bay Lightning’s 8-1 win over the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
captain Steven Stamkos had a goal and two assists. Stamkos’s three-
point now gave him 956 points in 917 games, passing former teammate 
Martin St. Louis (953 points). (NHL) 

In the Buffalo Sabres 5-2 win over the New Jersey Devils, the Sabres no. 
1 overall pick in the 2021 NHL Draft, Owen Powers, scored his first 
career NHL goal. “It was pretty surreal,” Power said. “It’s obviously nice 
just to get it out of the way.” (NHL) 
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Rangers plan to make most of home-ice playoff advantage 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

Home-ice advantage is always important for a playoff-bound NHL team, 
such as the Rangers. It means just a bit more this year, coming off two 
seasons of playing in front of either empty or half-empty arenas for a 
majority of their games. 

By beating the Islanders 6-3 on Thursday night, the Rangers earned the 
right to compete at Madison Square Garden for four games (Games 1, 2, 
5 and 7) of their first-round playoff series. It will be the 27th time in 
franchise history the Rangers will open a playoff matchup on home ice 
and the first time since the 2015 Eastern Conference finals against the 
Lightning. 

“I think it matters a lot,” Kevin Rooney said. “Last year, coming here with 
being new to the team, I heard a lot about playing at MSG. You don’t 
really get to experience it with only 2,500 fans. And this year, it’s just 
been remarkable. The support they’ve given us. I can even think off the 
top of my head a couple of road games, in Phoenix, they’re amazing, 
travel so well. 

“Just to get to play in front of them to start the playoffs is amazing and 
we’re looking forward to playing at home because we feel real 
comfortable there.” 

The Rangers have won 10 of their past 12 best-of-seven playoff series 
that have started on home ice, dating to the 1994 Conference 
quarterfinals against the Islanders. The Rangers will play their final road 
game of the regular season Saturday in Boston before they finish up with 
three games at the Garden against the Hurricanes, Canadiens and 
Capitals. 

While the Rangers’ home record of 26-8-4 is strong, their 25-13-2 
showing on the road is just as convincing. 

“You want home ice for the playoffs,” Ryan Reaves said. “It’s obviously 
an advantage, especially here. It doesn’t really matter who you’re playing 
because you’ve got to go through the best teams in this division 
anyways. It’s always nice to have that home ice, start at home. If it goes 
to Game 7, to be able to be at home, for sure. We’re going to keep trying 
to climb.” 

Asked how much home-ice advantage truly matters, head coach Gerard 
Gallant said it does for Game 7, but otherwise not so much. 

New York Rangers left wing Alexis Lafrenière (C) celebrates his first goal  

The Rangers are ready to play up to four games in front of the Garden 
crowd in the opening round of the playoffs. 

Jason Szenes for the New York Post 

“Well if you win your first two games, it matters,” Gallant said with a 
smile. “I think it matters, personally, in Game 7. That’s for me. The first 

six games you get back-and-forth, back-and-forth, but for Game 7, I think 
it’s an advantage to your team. Play the games no matter where you’re 
at. 

“Sometimes you have to win big games on the road, which we’ve done 
this season. And we’ve had a pretty good home record. I think you earn 
your home ice.” 

Gallant said Kaapo Kakko is on pace to return by the playoffs and that he 
hopes the Finnish winger could get back in the lineup sometime over the 
final four regular-season games. 

“He skated today,” he said. “I think he did pretty well. We’re just going to 
take it day-to-day. I fully expect [him to return for the playoffs]. That 
hasn’t changed in my mind. We’ll see how he gets along. I still think he’s 
going to play games next week, but I’m not trying to put pressure on 
somebody. I just hope he’s ready to play and that’s what we feel.” 
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Andrew Copp, Filip Chytil injuries 'not serious' but won't play Saturday 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

Injuries are going to happen at this time of an NHL season no matter 
what, especially considering this is the first 82-game slate in two years.  

Players haven’t endured the grind of a full season since 2018-19, and 
some never have before. Traveling throughout the season also takes its 
toll, which wasn’t an issue last year with the division realignments that 
minimized travel due to the coronavirus pandemic. The Rangers have 
had to deal with this adjustment just as every other NHL team.  

With four games left in the regular season, however, the Rangers have 
gotten bit by the injury bug.  

Andrew Copp (lower-body) and Filip Chytil (upper-body) didn’t participate 
in the Rangers’ optional practice on Friday at MSG Training Center in 
Tarrytown. Both forwards suffered injuries in the 6-3 win over the 
Islanders on Thursday. Both are considered day-to-day and won’t play 
against the Bruins on Saturday, but head coach Gerard Gallant 
insinuated that neither is in serious condition.  

“I’m no doctor,” he said. “I don’t want to get ahead of myself and put 
pressure on players. But I was told day-to-day, not serious. So we’ll see 
what that means.”  

The injuries are just the latest for the Rangers, who are also without 
Kaapo Kakko (lower-body) and Tyler Motte (upper-body). Kakko, who 
was injured just four games after an absence of 10-plus weeks for a 
suspected wrist injury, skated on his own Friday and is on pace to rejoin 
the Rangers in time for the playoffs.  

Gallant has also said Kakko should be able to get into a couple of games 
before the playoffs roll around in May.  

After the Canucks shipped him to New York at the trade deadline, Motte 
skated in nine games with the Rangers before the pending unrestricted 
free agent took a high hit from the Penguins’ Anthony Angello in a 3-0 
Blueshirts win on April 7. Gallant has ruled Motte out for the remainder of 
the regular season, but the fact the Rangers classified his injury as 
“significant” isn’t a good sign for a return by the playoffs.  

“You got your fingers crossed every game,” Gallant said of injuries this 
time of year. “That’s what coaches do. But they’re going to happen. You 
hope they’re minor injuries, that’s what you hope all the time. You got to 
go play the game. It’s a fine line in going out there.  
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“I’ve liked the way we’re playing the last four or five games. In the 
standings, they don’t look like real important games, but you got to keep 
playing. You can’t turn it off and turn it on. You have a bad game one 
night, you’ve got to bounce back and play well.”  

So the Rangers will have to dip further into their depth to pad out the 
lineup Saturday. The top options to fill in for Copp and Chytil are Jonny 
Brodzinski, who has been a healthy scratch in the past six games, and 
Greg McKegg, who hasn’t played since April 1. Julien Gauthier is also an 
option, especially as a right winger, but he has skated in just one contest 
since March 15.  

“You can’t play soft because you don’t want to get injured,” Ryan Reaves 
said. “I feel like if you do that, that’s when you get injured. Injuries 
happen, hopefully they’re not too bad. But we got a lot of bodies here that 
are going to step in and play well.” 
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Montreal Canadiens legend Guy Lafleur dead at 70 

 

Jenna Lemoncelli  

 

Montreal Canadiens legend Guy Lafleur has died at the age of 70 after a 
three-year battle with cancer. 

According to the NHL, he died while in palliative care not far from his 
suburban Montreal home. 

The five-time Stanley Cup winner experienced health issues in recent 
years, with his lung cancer returning in Oct. 2020. Before that, the 
hockey icon underwent quadruple bypass heart surgery in Sept. 2019, 
followed by lung surgery two months later. 

Lafleur spent the 1988-89 season with the Rangers after his career in 
Montreal ended. 

“We are deeply saddened to learn of the death of Guy Lafleur,” 
Canadiens owner Geoff Molson said in a statement. “All members of the 
Canadiens organization are devastated by his passing. Guy Lafleur had 
an exceptional career and always remained simple, accessible, and 
close to the Habs and hockey fans in Quebec, Canada and around the 
world. Throughout his career, he allowed us to experience great 
moments of collective pride. He was one of the greatest players in our 
organization while becoming an extraordinary ambassador for our 
organization and for hockey. 

“Guy is part of the Canadiens family and the organization will provide all 
the necessary support to the members of his family and his close circle of 
friends during this extremely difficult time. On behalf of the Molson family 
and all members of the Montreal Canadiens organization, I extend my 
deepest sympathies to his wife Lise and his sons Martin and Mark.” 

Lafleur was drafted first overall by the Canadiens in 1971 — a move 
orchestrated by the Canadiens to add one of the most highly anticipated 
French-Canadian talents to the franchise — and played 14 seasons with 
Montreal, where he broke multiple records and earned numerous 
awards. 

During his tenure with the Canadiens, the winger won the Conn Smythe 
Trophy as playoff MVP in 1977; was a three-time Art Ross Trophy winner 
as the NHL’s points leader; a two-time Hart Trophy winner as league 
MVP; and a three-time winner of the Lester B. Pearson Award (now the 
Ted Lindsay) as most outstanding player according to the NHL Players’ 
Association. 

Lafleur, whose nicknames included “The Flower” and “Le Demon 
Blonde,” became the first player in league history to record six 

consecutive seasons with 50-plus goals and 100-plus points, doing so 
from 1974-80. 

The Hockey Hall of Fame is saddened to learn of the passing of 
Honoured Member Guy Lafleur. 

We offer our condolences to his family and friends. 
pic.twitter.com/7jksIrfAWY 

— Hockey Hall of Fame (@HockeyHallFame) April 22, 2022 

Guy Lafleur at the 2017 Scotiabank NHL100 Classic between the Ottawa 
Senators and the Montreal Canadiens. 

“You didn’t need to see Guy Lafleur’s name and number on his sweater 
when ‘The Flower’ had the puck on his stick,” NHL Commissioner Gary 
Bettman said. “As distinctively stylish as he was remarkably talented, 
Lafleur cut a dashing and unmistakable figure whenever he blazed down 
the ice of the Montreal Forum, his long blond locks flowing in his wake as 
he prepared to rifle another puck past a helpless goaltender — or set up 
a linemate for a goal.” 

In all, he appeared in 1,126 games and tallied 560 goals and 1,353 
points. His No. 10 was retired by the Canadiens on Feb. 16, 1985. 

That marked only his first retirement, though, after his trade request was 
denied by Montreal general manager Serge Savard. At the time, Lafleur 
was at odds with coach Jacques Lemaire, who took over during the 
1983-84 season. The two had played together during the Canadiens’ 
dynasty years in the 1970s. 

In 1988, Lafleur came out of retirement months after he was inducted into 
the Hockey Hall of Fame. He returned to the NHL to play for the 
Rangers, spending one season in New York before returning to his native 
Quebec to finish his career. 

The French-Canadian star spent two years with the Quebec Nordiques 
before he decided to retire from playing for good in 1991. 

Lafleur was named on of the NHL’s 100 greatest players during the 
league’s 2017 centennial celebration. 
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Rangers' Andrew Copp, Filip Chytil likely out Saturday after injuries vs. 
Isles 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — Andrew Copp and Filip Chytil were among the 
players who didn’t skate at the Rangers’ optional practice Friday after 
both forwards left Thursday’s 6-3 win over the Islanders in the third 
period with injuries. 

Both Copp (lower body) and Chytil (upper body) were officially listed as 
day-to-day, but neither is likely to play Saturday in Boston, when the 
Rangers face the Bruins in a nationally televised 3 p.m. game. 

“I don't think they'll be playing tomorrow,’’ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
said Friday. “Not worth it this time of the year.’’ 

Ever since GM Chris Drury brought in so many reinforcements at the 
trade deadline, the Rangers have quite a few extra players around. So, 
even with Kaapo Kakko and Tyler Motte out injured, Gallant will have 
options to replace Copp and Chytil in the lineup. He can choose from 
Jonny Brodzinski, Greg McKegg and Julien Gauthier to fill in against the 
Bruins. 
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Kakko, listed on Monday as “week-to-week’’ with a lower-body injury, 
skated on his own before practice, Gallant said, and the coach remained 
steadfast in his belief the 21-year-old Finn is on track to play in Game 1 
of the playoffs. 

“I still think he's going to play games next week,’’ Gallant said. “But I'm 
not trying to put pressure on somebody. I just hope he's ready to play. 
And that's what we feel like. But we'll see.’’ 

Copp and Chytil will be ready, as well, he said. 

“It's day-to-day,’’ he said. “I don't see any issue there. But again, I'm no 
doctor, and I don't want to get ahead of myself and put pressure on 
players. But I was told day-to-day, not serious. So we'll see what that 
means.’’ 

The injuries to Copp, Chytil and Kakko illustrate the risks the Rangers 
face as they finish their regular-season schedule. Gallant wants to keep 
playing his regulars to make sure they are sharp for the playoffs. But the 
risk of injury is always there. 

“Yeah, I mean, you’ve got your fingers crossed every game,’’ he said. 
“That's what coaches do. And you know, [injuries are] going to happen. 
You hope they're minor injuries.’’ 

Veteran forward Ryan Reaves, who scored the final goal for the Rangers 
on Thursday against the Islanders, said players can’t play carefully 
because they fear getting hurt. 

“You can't play soft because you don't want to get injured,’’ he said. “I 
feel like if you do that, that's when you get injured.’’ 

As for Saturday’s game, it has the potential to be a preview of the first 
round of the playoffs. If the Rangers finish first in the Metropolitan 
Division — they’re currently tied with Carolina for the division lead — and 
the Bruins finish fourth in the Northeast Division but end up with more 
points than the fourth-place team in the Metro, the Rangers and Bruins 
would face each other. 

Reaves was asked if there would be information the Rangers can glean 
from Saturday’s game, or messages sent between the teams in the event 
they see each other in the playoffs. 

“There's going to be a little bit of that, for sure,’’ he said. “But I think the 
last 10 games of the season, you're getting ready for playoffs anyways, 
[and] the intensity level has to be there. You have to be preparing like 
you're playing in a game and in the playoffs. So whether it's a preview or 
not, it's going to feel like a playoff game for sure.’’ 
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In Guy Lafleur, the people of Québec have lost so much more than just a 
hockey star 

 

Arpon Basu  

 

When Maurice Richard passed away, there was a vigil at his humble 
bungalow in the modest Montreal neighbourhood of Ahuntsic, in the north 
end of town. His lawn was covered with flowers and tributes. People too 
young to have ever seen The Rocket play stood on the sidewalk and 
cried, in the middle of the day, on a weekday. 

When Jean Béliveau passed away, his state funeral was held amid a 
driving, bitter snowstorm, even by Montreal standards. It was nasty, with 
what felt like big balls of slush being rocketed down from the sky. Outside 
the church, a big screen was set up for the public to view the 
proceedings. And they did. Throngs of them, standing in that nastiness, 
being pelted by big balls of slush. 

It is difficult to explain what people like Maurice Richard and Jean 
Béliveau meant to the people of Québec, their people, because it is not a 
typical relationship between sports superstars and a fan base. It is more 
than that, far more. It has to do with a population’s sense of self, its 
ultimate potential, its place in the world at large. 

Guy Lafleur did not play in the same era as The Rocket, and he benefited 
from the guidance and leadership of Béliveau. But what he represented 
to generations of Québec’s population was very similar. If there were a 
Mount Rushmore of Canadiens greatness — with all due respect to 
Howie Morenz — there would need to be a baton chiseled into the 
mountain being passed from Richard in the 1940s and ’50s, to Béliveau 
in the 1950s and ’60s, to Lafleur in the 1970s and ’80s, to Patrick Roy in 
the 1980s and ’90s. A nearly unbroken line of Québécois superstars 
playing in Montreal for the Canadiens, which was once a societal 
institution much more than it was a hockey team. 

There are many legends who have played for the Canadiens. There are 
so many players who once wore the Canadiens uniform in the Hockey 
Hall of Fame that one side of their dressing room is lined with portraits of 
them, and they ran out of room, needing a second row. 

But this is different. Lafleur, who died early Friday at age 70, was 
different. The term “icon” gets tossed around a bit too loosely, but with 
Lafleur, it truly fit. 

What Richard, Béliveau and Lafleur had in common was how well they 
understood their responsibility as pillars of the Canadiens franchise, 
pillars of Québec society at large. Richard was more of a timid man who 
might not have embraced that role fully, but he understood it. However, 
Béliveau and Lafleur understood and embraced it, with Béliveau showing 
Lafleur why it was so important. 

It was because of what they meant to the people, their people. 

“I think the Montreal Canadiens are an integral part of the community in 
Québec, and they always have been,” Canadiens owner Geoff Molson 
said. “No matter which corner of the province you’re from, the feeling is 
that Québecers own this team, and it belongs to them. 

“Guy Lafleur represented that perfectly, because no matter where he 
went, he represented the people who love this team. And it was so 
appreciated that he was that way, and obviously there were others that 
were that way, but today, we’re talking about Guy, and he was one of the 
best.” 

Lafleur’s impact on the game was almost as big as his impact on his 
home province. He arrived in 1971-72, the season after Béliveau’s 
retirement, and everyone understood that this was a very real passing of 
the torch. The pressure on him was enormous, and Lafleur needed a few 
years to live up to it. 

But then he did. 

It was a time when thuggery and intimidation threatened to take over 
hockey. The Big Bad Bruins. The Broad Street Bullies. 

The Canadiens won the Stanley Cup six times in the decade, but it was 
their run of four straight from 1976 to 1979 that was really driven by 
Lafleur’s greatness and a playing style that oozed grace and skill and 
beauty, his blond hair flying in the wind as he raced up the ice. He was 
the antithesis of the goon hockey that looked to be taking over. 

Those Canadiens teams showed that hockey could be played — and 
won — beautifully. Over the last half of the decade, Guy Lafleur was the 
best hockey player on the best hockey team in the world. 

“When the Flyers won in consecutive years (in 1974 and 1975), a lot of 
teams tried to play like the Flyers,” former Canadiens goaltender Ken 
Dryden told host Mitch Melnick on TSN 690. “The Canadiens, sure, we 
had a couple of tough guys on the team, but the decision was made — it 
would have been made by Sam Pollock, and made by Scotty Bowman, 
and made by the players — that we didn’t want to play that way and that 
we didn’t have to play that way, and that we could win our way.” 
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Dryden called the 1976 Stanley Cup championship his favourite because 
it ended the reign of those Broad Street Bullies teams, but also because 
it proved that the way the Canadiens played the game could produce 
results, produce success. That it was worth copying. 

And Lafleur was central to that influence on the greater game. 

“Guy, as the best player on that best team, that made an immense 
difference, because it’s not easy to be the best player on the best team,” 
Dryden continued. “Especially when you are on the Canadiens when, for 
a period of those 25 years from the mid-’50s to the end of the ’70s, they 
were winning Stanley Cups two out of three years. And that you, as Guy, 
knows, and everyone knows, that you are the next guy in the line of 
Richard and Béliveau and that you have to be that next guy because the 
team has to be what it has been. 

“That was an immense weight for anybody to carry around. And that’s 
what he carried around.” 

Off the ice, Lafleur was the biggest rock star in Québec, and he lived like 
one. But he was always close to the people, accessible, generous with 
his time, never saying no to an autograph request or a photo or an 
appearance at a charity event. And in the living rooms of the province — 
and, really, the country — every Saturday night, young boys and girls 
watched with amazement as Lafleur dazzled on the ice. 

And he inspired greatness. 

Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis was born in 1975, so he was only 4 in 
1979 when Lafleur won the Stanley Cup for the final time. But his 
memories are fresh. He called Lafleur his first hero. 

“He would take the puck and you could see he was going to score a goal. 
He had that authority, that confidence, and the whole building stood up,” 
St. Louis said. “Even us at home — when I was young, I went to see the 
Canadiens live twice, but I watched every game on television. 

“So even us in the living room, when you saw Guy taking off, you stood 
up, too, because you knew something exciting was about to happen.” 

In retirement, Lafleur became estranged from the Canadiens, but when 
Molson led a group that acquired the team in 2009, one of his first acts 
was to sign Lafleur to a 10-year contract as a team ambassador, a role 
he filled with his typical energy until his deteriorating health no longer 
allowed it. Lafleur was legendary for his work ethic, often arriving at the 
rink for practice hours ahead of time and spending time on the ice alone, 
working on his game before his teammates had even arrived. Molson 
said he was the same way as an ambassador, often arriving for events 
90 minutes early and just sitting around Molson’s office, waiting for the 
event to begin. 

“He was dedicated,” Molson said. “He did things the right way all the 
time.” 

A week before Lafleur’s death, Molson paid him a visit, and he says they 
spent half their time talking about the team. Because Lafleur cared, right 
to the end. 

Sometimes, that passion for the team could come out rather bluntly, such 
as in 2016 when Lafleur stated that the Canadiens did not have a first 
line or a second line, but rather four fourth lines at forward. 

He was still employed as a Canadiens ambassador at the time. That was 
Guy Lafleur. 

“He’s a man that was very direct in his responses to questions, and I 
think Québecers appreciate that as well,” Molson said. “I don’t think Guy 
Lafleur had any cliches in his head. I think he was direct, and I think our 
fans loved that in him.” 

Québec Premier François Legault announced Friday that the provincial 
government was talking to Lafleur’s family about holding a state funeral, 
as was done for Béliveau in 2014 and Richard in 2000. 

“Guy Lafleur is the Montreal Canadiens,” St. Louis said. “You had big 
legends who played here, but there are three or four guys who were the 
Montreal Canadiens. Jean Béliveau, Maurice Richard. 

“Guy Lafleur is part of that, the greatest of the greats.” 
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Duhatschek notebook: The impact of in-season coaching changes, Jack 
Adams watch, a tribute to Guy Lafleur 

 

Eric Duhatschek  

 

How long does an in-season coaching bump truly last? 

Short-term, teams almost always get a lift from a coaching change. 
That’s practically a given. 

Usually, if a coach is fired because the team is underperforming, morale 
is generally low. When the losses mount, everybody’s searching for 
answers. Eventually, if no good ones can be found, teams look as if 
they’re playing on eggshells, waiting for the other shoe to drop. Most 
GMs understand when that point arrives — if it hasn’t been working for a 
while, it probably isn’t going to ever work again. 

Once a coaching change occurs, it immediately snaps the players to 
attention. The ones struggling under the old regime get a fresh start and 
the ones that were doing OK now need to impress the new boss. 

It means, in the beginning, there is usually an injection of energy and 
new life in a dressing room that spills onto the ice. But eventually, it does 
wane. One day, the new coach is suddenly just the coach — and no 
matter how much of a surge you made in the beginning, sometimes the 
old habits creep back in or a team that simply wasn’t good enough to 
start with still isn’t good enough. Then what? 

In all, there’ve been seven coaching changes this season, beginning on 
Oct. 28 when Joel Quenneville resigned in Florida and was replaced by 
his assistant Andrew Brunette. 

From there, Chicago replaced Jeremy Colliton (1-9-2) with Derek King; 
Vancouver replaced Travis Green (8-15-2) with Bruce Boudreau; 
Philadelphia replaced Alain Vigneault (8-10-4) with Mike Yeo; Montreal 
replaced Dominque Ducharme (8-30-7) with Martin St. Louis; Edmonton 
replaced Dave Tippett (23-18-3) with Jay Woodcroft. 

Those decisions were made because the teams were not meeting 
expectations. The other change occurred on Dec. 17, when Dave Lowry 
stepped in for Paul Maurice (13-10-5) who resigned, believing that the 
team could only go forward with a fresh voice behind the bench. 

Quenneville acknowledged in his resignation letter he didn’t do enough to 
prioritize Kyle Beach’s allegations of sexual assault back when 
Quenneville was coaching the Blackhawks. In terms of assessing hockey 
performance and impact, the Panthers’ situation is an outlier. Brunette 
seamlessly guided the Panthers to a 44-15-6 record under his watch. 
They really didn’t miss a beat. 

So, here we are, with a week to go in the season, and if you discount 
Florida, the only team that’s actually going to make the playoffs because 
of a timely coaching change is Edmonton. The Oilers were five points out 
of the second wild-card spot when Woodcroft took over. Now they are 
firmly in position to land second place in the Pacific behind Calgary and 
home-ice advantage for the first round. Could they win it all? They won’t 
be among the favorites, but if you have Connor McDavid, nothing seems 
impossible. 
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The greatest overall impact has been in Vancouver, where the Canucks 
were 14th in the Western Conference when Boudreau took over. Since 
then, they’ve inched up to 10th in the conference standings with a 
sparkling 30-14-9 run. They are in tough to make the playoffs after 
earning just one of a possible four points in their last two outings, but 
they’ve commendably hung around the race far longer than anyone could 
have imagined. Even if they ultimately fall short, the surge under 
Boudreau is a heartening achievement considering how far back they 
were. 

Montreal has also been better under St. Louis (12-17-4), though you 
could argue a) they couldn’t have been worse and b) their record has 
tailed off after the initial bump (seven losses in a row, including 
Thursday’s basement-dwellers showdown with the Flyers). 

For the other three teams, the results have been far less promising. 
Vancouver and Philadelphia made their changes a day apart. It hasn’t 
gone nearly as well for the Flyers, who were actually better under 
Vigneault than Yeo (16-33-7). At the time he made the coaching change, 
Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher said he thought the Flyers’ “process” was off 
and believed that Yeo could turn that around. But the Flyers never really 
got unstuck. 

Under Lowry (22-22-6), the Jets have a worse record than they did under 
Maurice. The Jets were another team that many thought had the pieces 
to challenge for a playoff spot but they couldn’t ever get it together on the 
ice. 

Chicago has been better under King (25-32-2) than with Colliton, but with 
one win in their first dozen games out the gate, they could have hardly 
been worse. Marc-Andre Fleury and Seth Jones, the two high-priced 
newcomers, needed time to find their way and when they finally did, it 
was too late to salvage either Colliton’s job or a playoff challenge. Fleury 
was traded to Minnesota and the Blackhawks will have a large offseason 
hole to fill between the pipes, or it’s not going to get any better anytime 
soon. 

For perspective, I reached out to former Coyotes coach Rick Tocchet to 
discuss the implications of an in-season coaching change. 

Tocchet has spent the year working as an analyst on the TNT 
broadcasts. I wondered: There’s always lots written about that initial 
coaching bump right away but less attention paid to what happens next – 
after everything settles down and you’ve fallen into a new routine. 

“I know as a player, I’ve been involved in that scenario,” Tocchet said. 
“The new guy comes in and there’s a bump. Everybody pays attention. 
There’s more focus. Everybody becomes a better team player for a while. 
Guys aren’t as selfish because the new guy’s watching. But it’s a two-
way street. So, the guy comes in and he’s walking on eggshells too. He 
wants the team to understand where he’s coming from too. 

“But a month in, does the guy change? Or is he consistent? As a player, 
you look for consistency in a new coach. That’s what I looked for, if the 
guy’s real. He didn’t just come in and put a Band-aid on something. He 
said, ‘This is what we’re going to do and we’re doing it.’” 

When a short-term fix turns into a long-term solution 

King, Lowry, Woodcroft and Brunette are, like St. Louis, all getting their 
first chances behind an NHL bench, but they all bring lengthy coaching 
resumes to the mix. 

By contrast, St. Louis is one of the most inexperienced NHL head 
coaches of the 21st century, though his message has clearly resonated 
with a team that sent a lot of talent out the door at the trade deadline and 
recouped draft picks in exchange. Just the turnaround in the way Nick 
Suzuki and Cole Caufield have played suggests that — experience or not 
– he’s the right man for the job. He’s made an impactful change in 
attitude and approach in a short time on the job. It’s hard to imagine any 
scenario under which he doesn’t get a chance to run the team, right from 
the get-go next year. 

A mid-season promotion sometimes opens the door to an actual career 
as a head coach. 

Tocchet’s former teammate, Craig Berube, with the 2018-19 Blues, is 
probably the best recent example of someone who took advantage of a 
promotion that began as an interim appointment and took it as far as he 
possibly could. The Blues were memorably in last place on New Year’s 
Day that season and ended up as Stanley Cup champions. 

Berube was the second coach to win a Stanley Cup officially designated 
as an interim hire (Larry Robinson, in New Jersey, was the first), but he 
isn’t the first to join a team in mid-season and win a championship. Mike 
Sullivan, with the Penguins, did it as recently as the 2015-16 season. 

So, it’s not an unprecedented phenomenon nor is it always the most 
effective way to get the attention of a team, since the tactic that was once 
used by GMs – the in-season blockbuster trade to shake things up — 
isn’t part of the playbook any more thanks to the salary-cap system. 

Where once a coaching change was only part of a GM’s playbook to 
kickstart a team, now it’s really the only dramatic one. Danny Briere said 
over 10 years ago that it’s just easier for a team to change one coach 
than to replace 25 players. 

Back in the 2017-18 NHL season, it briefly looked as if the hired-to-be-
fired coaching narrative was changing. Not a single coach was fired in-
season that year. The first casualty came after the Rangers dumped 
Vigneault hours following the final game of their regular season. 

It was quite an extraordinary year for longevity but ultimately proved to be 
the exception, not the norm. 

“In every scenario where there’s a coaching change, there’s probably a 
different goal,” Tocchet said. “Vancouver felt they had a playoff team and 
Bruce has gone in there and gotten them to perform better. In Marty St. 
Louis’s case, he wasn’t going to be judged on whether he made the 
playoffs or not. But Cole Caufield’s caught fire, Nick Suzuki’s improved, 
the team structure is better. So, it’s been good. 

“With Derek King, Chicago’s always had trouble keeping the puck out of 
their net, so if I’m the general manager, I’m going to be thinking, ‘Is the 
structure any better? Has he improved the defensive mindset?'” 

Percentage-wise, the most complete about-faces occurred in Edmonton 
and Vancouver. Montreal started well and slowed down. But in Winnipeg 
and Philadelphia, there was no tangible change or improvement, no 
matter who was directing traffic behind the bench. Further changes there 
seem probable in the offseason. 

The Jack Adams watch 

That year Berube took the Blues to the final, he was a finalist for the Jack 
Adams Award as coach of the year. But the sands can shift quickly. A 
couple of weeks ago, L.A.’s Todd McLellan had seemingly jumped to the 
front of the line, either alongside or even ahead of Calgary’s Darryl 
Sutter. But if the Kings miss the playoffs, McLellan’s support will likely 
falter. 

Do any of the other midseason candidates deserve a Jack Adams vote? 
Brunette, probably, will get some support. Boudreau, for sure, should — 
even when the Canucks miss the playoffs. 

Certainly, if you created a separate competition just among the coaches 
who took over in midseason — let’s call it the Craig Berube Award — and 
evaluated their performance strictly on the basis of the talent they had to 
work with, it would be a fascinating race. 

I’d go: 

1. Boudreau 

2. Brunette 

3. Woodcroft 

4. St. Louis 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 23, 2022 

 

5. King 

6. Lowry 

7. Yeo 

Coaching challenges in the stretch drive 

Tocchet spent 18 seasons as an NHL player and another dozen as both 
an NHL assistant and then a head coach. 

As far as he’s concerned, this moment — right now — as the season 
winds down and teams ready for the postseason, is arguably when a 
coach proves his greatest worth. 

“This is where, in an 82-game schedule, when you pay your coaches the 
money that they get paid,” Tocchet said. “This is when the good coaches 
separate themselves. They know ‘OK, how much do I back off? How 
much do we practice? If the schedule allows it, can I give the team two 
days off and not be scared to do that? Can I back off playing my No. 1 
line a little? Can I get a couple of the extra guys into the lineup? Can I get 
the back-up goalie in to play back-to-back games, so my starter gets a 
week off?’ 

“These are things the coaches have to do. Because once it gets to May, 
it’s full energy – and you’re going to need 25, 26, maybe 28 or 29 games 
to win a Stanley Cup.” 

Tocchet says of coaching today: “You need to reinvent yourself every 
season.” Tocchet’s point is that the long-standing coach of any team 
needs to ensure his message isn’t going stale. Occasionally, he needs to 
vary the approach to give players something fresh to latch onto. 
Otherwise, if it’s just the dull same-old, same-old every day, that can 
sometimes translate into a lot of blah play on the ice. 

You’d have to think, depending upon what happens with Yeo in 
Philadelphia and if Tocchet even wants to get back in, that the Flyers 
would come calling to gauge his interest in rejoining the organization. 
Tocchet bled orange-and-black when he played. The Flyers look as if 
they could use some of that old-style commitment to reverse the 
organizational aimlessness that seems to have taken hold this year. 

Guy Lafleur was an artist — brilliant the way artists can be, but also 
complicated. There was no straight ascending line in his career arc. 

As a highly touted rookie, he had three very ordinary years at the start of 
his career, seven years when he was just a flat-out NHL superstar, and 
then he slipped back to mere mortal status for the final few years in 
Montreal. He chafed under the defensive system introduced by coach 
Jacques Lemaire and retired 19 games into the 1984-85 season. He was 
on the sidelines just long enough to be named as a first-ballot Hall of 
Famer before being coaxed out of retirement in 1988 by Phil Esposito to 
play one year for the Rangers and then two more for the Quebec 
Nordiques. 

By then, he was the league’s eminence grise — an ambassador for the 
game, wherever he went, which continued in his life after hockey. 

Lafleur’s career encompassed 1,126 NHL games and 1,353 points. He 
was a first-team all-star for six consecutive years, won two Hart trophies, 
three scoring championships, plus the 1977 Conn Smythe. 

Lafleur thrived in the era before systems-play became engrained in the 
NHL. He was a freewheeling, improvisational talent, used to roaming to 
the open areas back at a time when the game was mostly played in 
straight lines. His long-time linemate Steve Shutt once said he didn’t 
know where Lafleur was heading next, largely because Lafleur didn’t 
know himself. 

His creativity was all managed by the seat of his pants – which is why, 
when he rushed up the ice, spectators would chant his name, the roar 
building to a crescendo. When the puck landed on his blade and Lafleur 
started to wind up, you never knew what might happen next. He had that 
rare ability to lift people out of their seats. Not every NHL superstar has 

that gift, some simply go about their jobs with quiet, night-in and night-out 
consistency. 

But people paid to watch Lafleur play. At the heart of his career, he was 
appointment viewing and box-office magic wherever the Canadiens 
played at home or on the road. He was so much fun to cover — 
approachable, modest, always thankful that he was embraced so well by 
fans outside of Montreal. 

Lafleur died at 70 on Friday, after a long battle with lung cancer, just one 
week after Mike Bossy’s passing. Just unbearably sad to lose two 
players of that stature in such a short span. 
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NHL power rankings: A crucial improvement, plus each team’s under-the-
radar standout 

 

Shayna Goldman  

 

Huge news here at Power Rankings HQ. We’re 2 1/2 times smarter this 
week. 

Follow the math (if you can). Dom and Sean each have Smart Values 
(SV) of 1.0. That means in a normal week, the Rankings’ overall Smart 
Value equals 2.0. 

Dom is out this week, and he’s been replaced by Shayna Goldman and 
Hailey Salvian. Each of them is twice as smart as Dom. If we add their 
individual SVs of 2.0 to Sean’s leftover 1.0 SV, that puts our collective SV 
at 5.0. That is a 250 percent increase. Wow! 

Welcome to the first three-person Rankings. Our theme this week: One 
player on each team who deserves more credit than he gets. 

Maybe it’s a typically good player who’s been great. Maybe it’s an out-of-
nowhere run from a fresh face. Maybe it’s a veteran who turned back the 
clock. Either way, pleasant surprises are always fun. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 56-15-6 

Last week: 2 

Hailey rank: 1 

Shayna rank: 2 

Sean rank: 1 

Sean: The Panthers have a whole bunch of players who are, to varying 
degrees, quite good. That’s the best way to end up in the top spot if you 
ask me. Regardless of how this season ultimately ends for them — and 
they’re a wagon, make no bones about it — players like Carter 
Verhaeghe and Mackenzie Weegar are, at this point, known quantities. 
They’ve been talked about long enough — and productive long enough 
— to shed the “underrated” label. Aleksander Barkov pulled that trick 
before them; he had, like, three seasons where folks compulsively 
pretended that he didn’t get the credit he deserved. 

Either way, I’m not sure that’s not the case with Mason Marchment. He 
isn’t a 20-goal guy just yet; all he’s done is put up 42 points in his first 
real NHL season. He’s big, he’s cheap, his defensive impacts are 
outstanding and he flies under the radar on what is, for at least a little 
longer, an under-the-radar team. Not bad for a 26-year-old who the 
Maple Leafs essentially gave away a few years back. Still a weird one, 
but their loss is Florida’s gain. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 
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Record: 55-16-6 

Last week: 1 

Hailey rank: 2 

Shayna rank: 1 

Sean rank: 2 

Shayna: Valeri Nichushkin has been a stellar defensive presence these 
last few years, and now he has the finishing to match which is helping 
him gain some attention. Obviously, it helps that he’s on a stacked team, 
sure, and that he’s seen time as high as their first line. But he’s become 
the ideal supporting player to help keep Colorado at this level with a 
Selke-caliber season. The winger is tough to play against; he disrupts his 
opponents, pressures for takeaways, and helps drive possession. All of 
that translates to his short-handed time as well. 

The Avalanche are led by their skill players, but as playoffs of years past 
have shown, they need options — secondary scoring in case their top 
players get shut down, as well as options to shake up their lineup if 
necessary. Nichushkin is versatile enough to click with the team’s best on 
the first line, mesh on the second, or be deployed in a more defensive 
role on the third. Maybe Evolving-Hockey was right about his value all 
along. 

3. Calgary Flames 

Record: 48-20-10 

Last week: 5 

Hailey rank: 3 

Shayna rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

Hailey: The Flames just clinched the Pacific Division on a night where 
Matthew Tkachuk joined Johnny Gaudreau in the 100-point club. He also 
hit 40 goals, which Elias Lindholm is one goal shy of. There’s been a ton 
of milestone nights in Calgary this year, but the one player who 
consistently flies under the radar is Chris Tanev. He’s steady every single 
night and does all the little things that go unnoticed: He blocks shots, he 
makes a good outlet pass, he’s good along the boards, his stick is always 
in the right place, and he keeps players on the perimeter, etc. It’s not a 
coincidence that young defenders — like Quinn Hughes, Noah Hanifin 
and now Oliver Kylington — get better when they play with him. 

4. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 49-21-7 

Last week: 6 

Hailey rank: 4 

Shayna rank: 4 

Sean rank: 3 

Shayna: Kirill Kaprizov’s electric in Minnesota, but we can’t forget to 
highlight the other half of the Wild’s dynamic duo up front. Mats 
Zuccarello has been the perfect match for the left wing with his crafty 
passing and two-way abilities. Something something he’s small, but his 
impact is big. But really, just look at his influence on Kaprizov’s game on 
the scoresheet before Thursday night’s game against Vancouver: he has 
23 assists on Kaprizov’s 43 goals, 18 of which are primary. The two fit 
together all too well on that top line. 

There was rightfully some doubt when Zuccarello signed that five-year, 
$30 million contract back in 2019. His 2019-20 season didn’t exactly 
ease those concerns. But it appears that playing alongside Kaprizov has 
revitalized his game, and that’s been a huge difference-maker for the 
team that gained a reputation for dull offense for years before that. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 51-21-6 

Last week: 4 

Hailey rank: 5 

Shayna rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Hailey: This is a difficult exercise to do with the Leafs, considering most 
players seem to come with — at least externally — too much hype, or too 
much criticism. Alex Kerfoot might be the sweet spot in the middle. There 
were some questions about what exactly Kerfoot could or should be in 
Toronto the last two years, but the Leafs have been benefitting from an 
improved Kerfoot this season. He’s still a jack-of-all-trades type forward, 
but Kerfoot is also the Leafs most productive player that does not play on 
the power play. No regular forward, save for Kyle Clifford…if he counts 
there, has played fewer minutes (5:00) on the man advantage. And yet, 
he sits seventh in scoring on the Leafs with a career-high 51 points. His 
43 points at five-on-five ranks fourth on the team. Outside of the top-line 
trio of Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and Michael Bunting, Kerfoot has 
the best goal differential at five-on-five among Toronto forwards — when 
he is on the ice, the Leafs have outscored opponents 62-48. 

Kerfoot has been solid this year. And he’s probably going to be an 
important puzzle piece for the Leafs, as Sheldon Keefe works to find the 
right combos in his middle six to avoid becoming a one-line team come 
playoff time. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 50-20-8 

Last week: 3 

Hailey rank: 6 

Shayna rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Shayna: It feels like each member of Carolina’s core has been 
underappreciated at some point. Jaccob Slavin was one of the best 
defensive defenders in the league and still underrated for quite some 
time. It took a while for Sebastian Aho to get the praise he deserved too. 
But the player who seems to keep flying under the radar is Teravainen, 
even though he’s been a key part of this core from the start. 

Maybe that works to Carolina’s advantage, though. So, many will point to 
the team not having the star power to go head-to-head with the league’s 
best — that might just be underestimating the likes of Teravainen, Aho 
and the rest of the Hurricanes. 

7. New York Rangers 

Record: 51-21-6 

Last week: 7 

Hailey rank: 8 

Shayna rank: 8 

Sean rank: 7 

Shayna: K’Andre Miller may not be ‘the man’ in New York on defense; 
that’s Adam Fox. But the lefty has grown into a force on the second pair. 
Miller was thrown into a top-four role last season as a rookie. While there 
were some bumps, he was able to shake it off and take strides this 
season. The highlight of his game are his raw talents — his straight-line 
skating speed and long reach stand out above the rest — and he’s 
finding ways to put those on display more often. His defense has 
improved, and there’s more of a willingness from the former forward to 
jump up and create offense. 

Sean: Totally agreed on all counts. Very reasonable choice. Correct as 
usual. But I still might get a shirt printed up that says “Chris Kreider is a 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 23, 2022 

 

50-goal scorer,” just so I can wear it around. Maybe to the airport or 
something. 

8. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 47-22-8 

Last week: 10 

Hailey rank: 9 

Shayna rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

Shayna: Pierre-Édouard Bellemare is consistently stout defensively. 
Sure, he doesn’t thread the needle offensively, but he can be trusted in a 
shutdown role in crucial situations. While those on-ice efforts are key, 
let’s talk about him off the ice. Bellemare is one of the most fashionable 
players in the league (actual style, not your favorite team posting a 
player’s ‘drip’ when they’re in the blandest outfit of all time). Can you rock 
a purple suit with cropped pants? Probably not like Bellemare, so 
appreciate his style and hope others around the league take note. 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 47-20-11 

Last week: 9 

Hailey rank: 7 

Shayna rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Hailey: Did I come into the power rankings this week, specifically, to stir 
the pot and talk about how much I love the Blues? Absolutely. But I’m 
mostly here to talk about Robert Thomas. It feels like the perfect night to 
do it. 

While Jordan Kyrou has gotten most of the attention this season as a 
breakout player — and it’s not undeserved, he’s having a great season 
— Thomas has been under-appreciated in that regard. Only Vladimir 
Tarasenko has more points for the Blues this season, with Thomas, 22, 
sitting at a career-best 20 goals and 75 points through 68 games. He has 
had positive impacts on the ice this season and ranks third on the team 
with a 50.4 expected goals rate among skaters who have played at least 
300 minutes. 

Thomas really stands out this year as not just a nice playmaking centre, 
but arguably one of the best passers in the league. His 36 primary 
assists lead the Blues and his 24 primary assists at five-on-five is behind 
only Johnny Gaudreau league-wide and is tied with pal Matthew 
Tkachuk. Thomas is also quietly on a 15-game point streak, where he’s 
scored eight goals and 26 points. 

Shayna: Can confirm, one of the best passers in the league. Literally, the 
second best at moving the puck to the slot at 5-on-5. He’s very… 
smooth. 

The alternate version of the Thomas mixtape to really highlight how 
smooth he is….   pic.twitter.com/ZQQifg5Lnd 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) April 12, 2022 

10. Boston Bruins 

Record: 47-25-5 

Last week: 8 

Hailey rank: 10 

Shayna rank: 10 

Sean rank: 11 

Sean: The Bruins are a funny case because they are, once again, top-
heavy and the support players are, once again, a source of 
consternation. I’m still not sure Charlie McAvoy gets the respect he 
deserves as a truly elite No. 1 defenseman, but he’s close enough. 
Bergeron-Marchand-Pastrnak has worn the belt as one of the best lines 
in the league for yeeeears now. Not a lot happening there is particularly 
surprising — but the fact that Jake DeBrusk is a) still on the roster and b) 
coming up on 25 goals while providing solid defensive play is interesting. 
He could’ve stayed on autopilot. Boston could’ve moved him. But he’s 
around, and he’s playing well. 

Shayna: Worn the belt, eh? Hockey’s equivalent of a tag-team title? 

Sean: Brad “Jungle Boy” Marchand. 

Shayna: Did you know that Jungle Boy’s entrance music is Jan Rutta’s 
goal song? So he may have to go through him for that. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 44-23-11 

Last week: 11 

Hailey rank: 12 

Shayna rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Mike Matheson … 

Shayna: You mean Emily Pfalzer’s husband. 

Sean: Emily Pfalzer’s husband is walking proof that not all bad contracts 
stay bad. Pittsburgh, according to Dom’s model, is getting $7.6 million in 
value from Matheson this season on a $4.9 AAV that, a couple of years 
ago in Florida, seemed unmovable. Penguins fans collectively blew a 
gasket when Jim Rutherford brought him in and sent Patric Hornqvist out, 
and I couldn’t blame them. Now, though? The mistakes are way down. 
The production is way up — certainly enough to cancel out those 
mistakes. And he’s still a blast to watch. It’s time for a lot of folks to 
recalibrate their opinion on him. 

12. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 45-26-6 

Last week: 12 

Hailey rank: 11 

Shayna rank: 12 

Sean rank: 13 

Hailey: My reputation has never been worse in Edmonton after I said 
Gaudreau had a better Hart case than Connor McDavid. I’m sorry! Don’t 
blame me. Can I make it up to you by talking about Jesse Puljujarvi? 

He’s eighth on the team in scoring but Puljujarvi has very strong 
underlying numbers. He has the best shot rate on the Oilers (59.2 
percent) and the best expected goals rate (59.7 percent) at five-on-five. 
He doesn’t quite have the individual production to back up his 
underlyings yet — although he does have a modest 2.05 points per 60, 
and set a new career-high in points (35). You’d think that production 
would come with more minutes; he’s averaging around 15 this year, and 
playing up the lineup more consistently. But he’s a solid play driver and 
still only 23 years old. A lot of the chatter around him seems to be quite 
negative, but Puljujarvi’s $6 million in surplus value is hard to be too 
cranky about. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Record: 43-23-11 

Last week: 1 
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Hailey rank: 14 

Shayna rank: 13 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: Washington’s roster is dotted with some big names. Nick Jensen 
isn’t one of them, but he’s having a great season nonetheless. The 
numbers surrounding him are outsized and, frankly, easy to make fun of, 
like J.P. is kinda-sorta doing here … 

I feel bad about making a joke about the NHL's fourth-ranked 
defenseman in Goals Above Replacement, so this serves as a formal 
apology to near-certain Norris Finalist (barring shenanigans) Nick 
Jensen. pic.twitter.com/FDjwLcYDe2 

— Japers’ Rink (@JapersRink) April 21, 2022 

… but, for real, he’s been good and he’s been important. He’s got the 
second-best expected goals rate in their defensive group! In him and 
Dmitry Orlov, the Caps have a second pair with great defensive impacts 
that they can throw to the wolves if they wish. Solid player. 
Unspectacular player. Maybe the exact sort of player we had in mind 
when we decided to do this. 

14. Nashville Predators 

Record: 44-28-5 

Last week: 13 

Hailey rank: 14 

Shayna rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Hailey: Do you know who leads rookies in goals this season? It’s Tanner 
Jeannot! Do people know this? Because I don’t think he’s getting a ton of 
attention when it comes to the Calder race this season. He was an 
undrafted free agent who signed in Nashville in 2018, made his debut 
last season in a fourth-line role and now he’s a figure in the middle-six 
and has more goals (24) than anyone on the Predators not named Matt 
Duchene or Filip Forsberg. 

Shayna: Also important is that ~80 percent of his scoring has come at 
even strength, making it all the more impressive. Plus, he is super strong, 
so there is that. 

Sean: Yep, he’s leading the league in fights (13). Caught Emily Pfalzer’s 
husband last week, in fact. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 42-27-10 

Last week: 17 

Hailey rank: 15 

Shayna rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

Shayna: The Kings needed secondary scoring. They found that this 
season with a new-look second line. Viktor Arvidsson’s bounce-back and 
Phillip Danault’s offensive opportunities made the two savvy additions for 
Los Angeles. But the player completing this trio may not have been 
expected to be this effective. 

Trevor Moore’s already exceeded his previous scoring highs this season. 
The hardworking winger clicks on the second line, thanks to his ability to 
get the puck into the offensive zone at a high rate, and contributions of 
both passes and shots. Plus he has a positive influence on the penalty 
kill. 

This is the kind of player who would look really good on the Leafs. Oh, 
wait, sorry, never mind. 

Hailey: Between this and Marchment…Never mind! Sorry! 

16. Dallas Stars 

Record: 43-30-5 

Last week: 16 

Hailey rank: 16 

Shayna rank: 16 

Sean rank: 15 

Shayna: The Stars don’t create much of anything when their top line isn’t 
on the ice. We’ve established that Joe Pavelski is still very good. If you 
didn’t already know going into this season that Jason Robertson is 
excellent, you must have learned by now. But how about Roope Hintz? 
He might be the most under-appreciated player in that leading trio, 
despite being a pivotal part of it. If Dallas makes the playoffs, they owe a 
lot to Hintz and his leading wingers. 

Sean: I called the Stars “The Ramblin’ Boys of Chaos” a couple of weeks 
ago, and I’m going to force it until it sticks. The ideal Dallas game is 56 
minutes of discombobulation, four minutes of the Hintz line doing 
whatever it wants, then 4-on-4, then a 12-round shootout loss. I love 
them so much. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 38-29-11 

Last week: 18 

Hailey rank: 17 

Shayna rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Hailey: Is it…weird…if I say Luke Schenn? Because he’s actually been 
OK this season, and that feels like a win for a Vancouver defense group 
that looked like it took a step back on paper. He’s played around 582 
minutes with Quinn Hughes on the second pair, with positive impacts on 
the defensive side of the puck. He mostly plays at even strength and on 
the PK, around 17 minutes per game, and is putting up some of his best 
numbers in a decade. His plus-14 rating is second on the team and his 
best rate ever. His four goals and 15 points are the most he’s scored 
since he was 22 years old in Toronto in 2011-12. 

Schenn has also been a physical presence in Vancouver this season, 
defending his teammates twice in the last few days alone. That matters. 
So, does his $850,000 salary and $2.4 million in surplus value. 

Luke Schenn seeing someone taking liberties with a teammate 
pic.twitter.com/qVJ2yEmdAN 

— Wyatt Arndt (@TheStanchion) April 19, 2022 

Sean: Schenn has aged into an old-guy folk hero on Canucks Twitter. 
One of the most bizarre career arcs in the game. He’s been, like, six 
different players over the course of his career. 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 42-31-5 

Last week: 15 

Hailey rank: 18 

Shayna rank: 17 

Sean rank: 18 

Hailey: How long can we get away with calling Mark Stone 
underappreciated? Asking for a friend. 

Sean: I’ve got 76 million reasons to say he’s properly rated. To me, the 
answer here is Chandler Stephenson, who’s given Vegas a 60-point, 
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play-driving season with an AAV under $2.8 million. He’s going to finish 
second on the team in the points, which wasn’t the plan for the team 
overall — but it’s also not his fault. I’m looking forward to the offseason 
when they’ll presumably try to replace him with someone who’s as 
productive for twice the price. 

Shayna: I have to side with Stephenson here, but I’ll raise you both an 
Evgenii Dadonov. He’s so underappreciated in Vegas that management 
was ready to make him a cap casualty to dig their way out of the hell 
they’ve put themselves in. He responds by… scoring some timely goals. 

19. New York Islanders 

Record: 35-32-10 

Last week: 20 

Hailey rank: 20 

Shayna rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Hailey: The Islanders were one of the league’s best defensive teams last 
season. This year…not so much. But Ilya Sorokin has still gotten better 
and has been one of the league’s best goalies this season, despite the 
group in front of him going the opposite way. His 2.32 goals-against 
average is the fourth-best by any goalie. His .927 save percentage sits 
second, and so do his seven (!) shutouts. 

Sean: He’s third in the league in goals saved above expected, with more 
than 22. Third! I feel like this all started for him a little too late, but he’s 
got to pop up on some Vezina ballots, right? He’d deserve it. 

Shayna: He should unless you subscribe to the school of ‘this player has 
to make the playoffs to be in the race’ which is crap, but I digress. 

20. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 35-32-11 

Last week: 19 

Hailey rank: 19 

Shayna rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Shayna: By now it feels like we all know how good Nikolaj Ehlers is. Do 
the Jets? Well… it doesn’t always appear that way, based on his usage! 
The winger hasn’t even a consistent feature on their top power-play unit 
despite having one of the most dynamic skill sets of their forward groups 
over the last few seasons. 

Sean: Dom and I started out the season tracking his power-play minutes, 
then dropped the gimmick when it got to be too depressing. Maybe the 
next coach will figure out a way to make it work because Dave Lowry 
sure hasn’t. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 30-38-11 

Last week: 21 

Hailey rank: 22 

Shayna rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Sean: There are a few different brands of players that tend to pop up in 
exercises like this. One of them is a “former star who fell off hard for a 
while, then bounced back.” Kyle Okposo is in that category. He was a 
good player for a long time — that $6.5 million salary didn’t come out of 
nowhere — then had his career derailed by concussions. He’s again a 
20-goal guy, which was basically the norm for him with the Islanders, and 
he’s doing all sorts of great leader-y things for one of the league’s most 

refreshing second-half stories. Unexpected? Yep. Nice to watch? 
Absolutely. 

Shayna: Also, he brings the dad energy this Sabres team needs. Really 
glad I could contribute some important analysis here. 

Hailey: Don’t say dad energy around Sean. It upsets him. 

22. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 30-35-12 

Last week: 23 

Hailey rank: 23 

Shayna rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: The Sharks turned out to be just as mediocre as most of us figured 
they’d be, huh? Tomas Hertl is providing first-line production, as he tends 
to do. Erik Karlsson and Brent Burns hooked themselves up to the 
rejuvenation machine, but it wasn’t enough for a real postseason run. 
Timo Meier, it appears, is a hockey god, but we mention that more than 
enough around here. So the pick, boring as it is, is Rudolfs Balcers. 
Unspectacular, well-rounded, middle-six production for $1.6 million — 
that’s the Rudolfs Balcers Promise. 

Shayna: The thing to appreciate is that $1.6 million cap hit! Then again 
he’s only 25 years old, which is far too young to give him some hefty 
eight-year deal. 

23. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 30-34-14 

Last week: 24 

Hailey rank: 21 

Shayna rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

Sean: He’s not a breakout star, doing stuff that makes veteran centers 
and opposing broadcasters lose their minds; that’s Trevor Zegras and 
Troy Terry. He’s not a future Hall of Famer on his way out; that’s Ryan 
Getzlaf. His contract — at nearly $6 million AAV for two more seasons — 
isn’t great. But Adam Henrique is having himself a nice little season, 
especially for a guy who cleared waivers last year. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 35-36-6 

Last week: 22 

Hailey rank: 26 

Shayna rank: 24 

Sean rank: 23 

Sean: The Blue Jackets are a tough one. We’ve all talked a good bit 
about the very Patrik Laine season that Patrik Laine is having. I’m 
completely, canonically in the tank for Jack Roslovic. Zach Werenski is 
about as good as he should be. Jake Voracek has 56 points and 51 of 
them are assists, which honestly seems impossible. Cole Sillinger is just 
a lil’ baby. 

The production they’ve seen from Adam Boqvist, though? That’s 
interesting. He was part of the return in the Seth Jones trade. Eleven 
goals in just 52 games, plus highlight-reel skill … I don’t think many folks 
are aware that Columbus has a defenseman quite like that. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 29-41-7 
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Last week: 25 

Hailey rank: 24 

Shayna rank: 26 

Sean rank: 25 

Hailey: Brady Tkachuk is the captain. Thomas Chabot the No. 1 
defenseman. Tim Stützle is the future star center. They get a lot of 
headlines and attention for good reason. But, make no mistake, Josh 
Norris is the best goal scorer on the Senators and probably doesn’t get 
enough love, despite living up to the hype as the centerpiece of the Erik 
Karlsson trade. 

Norris is having a breakout year. And if he wasn’t sidelined for 15 games 
with a shoulder injury, he could have been flirting with a 50-goal season. 
His 1.75 goals per 60 is among the best rates in the league this season, 
which has Norris behind players like Auston Matthews, Alex Ovechkin, 
Leon Draisaitl and Filip Forsberg. Norris has an excellent shot with a 
quick release, and he loves to use it at the right circle on the power play. 
He’s also just a smart center who can be trusted in all three zones. And, 
he is probably a better singer than Tkachuk, too. 

Tkachuk and Norris singing Mr Brightside at Heart and Crown last night 
   pic.twitter.com/GDYhQaqqAS 

— Sens Hockey (@SensHky) April 17, 2022 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 30-38-10 

Last week: 28 

Hailey rank: 25 

Shayna rank: 25 

Sean rank: 26 

Shayna: With 12 goals in 21 games, Jakub Vrana’s scoring at an 
impressive rate of 2.35 per 60 in all situations that’s second only to… 
Auston Matthews. 

Sean: Who’s that? 

Shayna: Some guy from Toronto, I don’t know the media just keeps 
hyping him up for trophies. 

The difference between a good scorer and a great scorer is the ability to 
hold that up (or close to it) across a full season. Vrana obviously isn’t 
going to have the opportunity for that, seeing as the season is almost 
done after missing most of it with injury. The offseason is going to cut off 
the momentum he’s building, and it’s going to be a long, cruel summer 
for the winger who missed so much time between last year and his 
season debut. But he’s leaving a lasting impression with his deceptive 
shot that hopefully can carry into next year. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 26-41-11 

Last week: 26 

Hailey rank: 27 

Shayna rank: 27 

Sean rank: 27 

Sean: The Blackhawks are barely worth paying attention to, so if you’re 
unaware that Dylan Strome, since moving between Patrick Kane and 
Alex DeBrincat at the midpoint of the season, has been a 0.95 point-per-
game player, you’re forgiven. 

The road here for Strome has been bizarre, and there’s reason to be 
wary of guys who put up big numbers on garbage teams — even the 
most garbage teams still score sometimes — but at some point, you 

have to call him what he is; a No. 1 center. I don’t think many people are 
aware of that. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 27-43-7 

Last week: 27 

Hailey rank: 28 

Shayna rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Shayna: When anyone thinks of the Devils, they rightfully think of Jack 
Hughes. But maybe that overshadows Jesper Bratt’s accomplishments 
this season. The winger has been one of their most valuable players 
thanks to his defensive efforts, transitional ability, and offensive creation. 
He very quietly has 70 points in 72 games. And now with his contract 
expiring, there’s a blank space on the books next to his name — and he’s 
earned quite the raise. 

Sean: Ah, yep, you’re doing the Taylor Swift thing. I get it. 

Hailey: Rookie mistake. Using the obvious lyrics. 

Shayna: I only know the obvious lyrics. I had to do actual work for this 
part of the power rankings. Blame Dom, who said “if it feels like overkill 
it’s not.” 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 26-44-6 

Last week: 30 

Hailey rank: 29 

Shayna rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

Sean: Philipp Grubauer. Nope! That’s a joke! It’s tough to find 
surprisingly good seasons on stinky teams — and doubly so when the 
stinky team in question was not supposed to be quite so stinky. Dom isn’t 
here, so we don’t have to mention Jared McCann. Jordan Eberle hasn’t 
been bad, either. I’m going with Carson Soucy, though. He leads 
Seattle’s defensemen with a 1.1 GSVA and has banged in some goals. I 
dunno, I’m running out gas here. 

Shayna: Can we mention McCann, though? He is good! And fits the 
theme of players who did not stick with the Leafs with Marchment and 
Moore… 

Sean: See, that’s just the energy boost I needed. 

30. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 20-47-11 

Last week: 31 

Hailey rank: 30 

Shayna rank: 29 

Sean rank: 30 

Sean: Overall, almost nobody on the Habs has been good. Congrats to 
Chris Wideman. A decent, productive season on the blue line was more 
than enough. The other option here was combining Rem and Tyler into a 
Super-Pitlick, but the committee shot down that idea. 

Shayna: What if we stack two short kings together in Cole Caufield and 
Marty St. Louis in a trenchcoat? 

Sean: 

31. Philadelphia Flyers 
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Record: 24-43-11 

Last week: 29 

Hailey rank: 31 

Shayna rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Hailey: This should be a tough choice, given how low we are in the 
rankings, but I think Travis Sanheim is the most natural pick here. 

Not a lot has gone well in Philadelphia this season, and yet, Sanheim has 
put up pretty solid overall numbers. He is the highest-scoring 
defenseman on the Flyers (31 points) and has the best expected goals 
rate of any regular skater on the team — only Claude Giroux was better 
before he was sent to Florida at the deadline. Sanheim has mostly 
anchored the second pair this season and has certainly been 
Philadelphia’s best defender. 

If the team is going to aggressively retool, as Chuck Fletcher has said, 
you would think the team would keep Sanheim around to anchor the blue 
line. That said, he makes $4.675 million for one more season before 
becoming a UFA. And for all the reasons above he might be an attractive 
trade target for teams looking for dependable defenders this summer. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 22-49-6 

Last week: 32 

Hailey rank: 32 

Shayna rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Shayna: It’s easy to look at players who go to Arizona and think “I forgot 
that you existed” when you tune into a game. But Shayne Gostisbehere 
still exists! And he’s doing well enough for the Coyotes with very little 
support! At 5-on-5, he does make some high-risk plays but can help 
move the puck up the ice with control. And on the power play, where he 
tends to quarterback the top unit, he has a point on 84 percent of the 
goals that he’s on the ice for. 
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Down Goes Brown: Answering the dumb questions you never thought to 
ask about empty net goals 

 

Sean McIndoe  

 

Close your eyes and picture your favorite team scoring an empty net 
goal. 

You probably didn’t have to strain your imagination too much, since 
ENGs are reasonably common in the NHL. Every team has at least a few 
this year, and teams like the Blues, Penguins and Flames have 20 or 
more. We know the drill, so I’m pretty I can guess what you imagined: 
Your team is defending a lead late in regulation, battling for the puck in 
their own end before finally sending it the length of the ice into an empty 
net to seal the win. That’s what an empty net goal looks like. 

But not always. Let’s get weird. 

This is the sort of thing I think about when the playoffs haven’t started yet 
but most of the spots are locked up. So today, we’re going to dive into 
the history of weird empty net goals. Here’s everything you didn’t even 

know you wanted to ask about the most disrespected goal in the NHL 
record books. 

How often does an empty net goal turn out to be the game winner? 

This seems like a straightforward question until you think about it. A 
game-winning goal in the NHL is defined as the one that gives a team 
one more goal than the other team eventually ends up with. So if the 
losing team scores three times, the winning goal is the other team’s 
fourth, regardless of whether that goal makes it 4-3 or 4-0 or when in the 
game it’s scored. Since the typical empty net goal comes at the end of 
regulation, when the team scoring is already ahead by one or two and 
the game is about to end, would one ever end up going into the record 
books as the winner? 

Yes, as it turns out, and it’s not especially uncommon. According to the 
hockey-reference database (which we’ll be using for all of these stats), 
it’s happened 148 times in NHL history. We can divide those goals into 
two categories, and those are going to be important the further down this 
road we go. 

The first type of empty net goal is the one we’ve already described, 
where one team pulls its goalie for an extra attacker, almost always very 
late in regulation. In those cases, the empty net goal can’t be the winner 
unless the losing team scores again. For example, Team A is up 2-1 and 
Team B pulls their goalie. Team A scored into the empty net to make it 3-
1, then Team B scores a goal to draw back to 3-2. That makes the empty 
net goal the winner. 

This doesn’t happen all that often, but it’s certainly not rare. We’ve seen it 
13 times this season, most recently when Ivan Barbashev of the Blues 
did it in an April 2 win over the Flames. Sidney Crosby and Alexander 
Ovechkin did it in the same week back in early March, which was fun. 
Mario Lemieux is the career leader with three empty net game-winning 
goals, one of which we’ll get to in a bit. But so far, nothing all that crazy 
here. 

Bonus weird fact: The goalie who gets pulled still takes the loss even 
though he wasn’t in net for the winning goal. Wins and losses are based 
on the “goalie of record” when the winning goal is scored, but he doesn’t 
have to be on the ice at the time. 

The other type of empty net goal is far more rare, but way more fun. It 
comes when a team has pulled its goaltender on a delayed penalty, then 
accidentally scores on its own net. Those can come at any time during a 
game, which means they’ll occasionally hold up as a game winner. As an 
added bonus, sometimes those goals end up being credited to the 
opposing goalies. That’s how Martin Brodeur has a game-winning goal, 
the only goaltender that’s true of. Eat that, Ron Hextall. 

That accidental own-goal scenario leads us to our next question … 

How often do we see empty net goals in the first or second period? 

Not often, and never on purpose, but it does happen thanks to those 
delayed penalty screwups. The most recent was this season, when 
Marcus Foligno got credit for a Capitals own goal in the second period. 

That’s one of 14 times a team has scored into its own net in the first or 
second, with the names of the “scorers” ranging from Hall of Famers like 
Paul Coffey and Mark Recchi to guys like David Shaw and Boyd Gordon, 
with goalie Damian Rhodes thrown in for good measure. 

Bonus weird fact: Other than Rhodes, the only other goaltender credited 
with a goal that didn’t happen in the third period is Brodeur, back on 
March 21, 2013. But that one came with poor Dan Ellis frantically trying 
to scramble back into the net, making it the only goalie goal in NHL 
history that actually didn’t also go into the record book as an empty net 
goal. 

Since we’re into some rarified territory here, you might want to go one 
further and ask about the earliest empty net goal in NHL history. That 
one gets a little more complicated than you’d expect, because goals that 
are counted from suspended games (like this one between the Ducks 
and Blues a few years ago) are sometimes noted as empty netters at 
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0:00 of the first period. But assuming we don’t count those, the earliest 
empty net goal in an NHL game belongs to noted sniper Yannick Weber, 
who got credit for this goal just 4:40 into a 2014 game between the 
Flames and Canucks. 

How often does a team score an empty net goal in a game that they 
lose? 

Again, this one wouldn’t have made much sense a few minutes ago. But 
now that we know how weird these things can get, it seems possible. 
And sure enough, it’s happened, although now we’re down to just seven 
occurrences in the history of the league. 

As you’d expect, most of these involve own goals. We saw a memorable 
example in 2016, when Troy Brouwer got credit for Loui Eriksson’s 
auspicious debut with the Canucks. Vancouver still won, so Brouwer 
joined the small group of players to score an ENG and take an L on the 
same night. 

And yes, that’s the Flames and Canucks again. They seem to like to be 
involved in these sorts of goals. 

Bonus weird fact: Brouwer was also the guy who took the original penalty 
that caused the Canucks to pull their goalie, which he still had to serve. 
Lots of guys have had a goal and a penalty on the same play, thanks to 
post-goal scrums and such. But Brouwer is one of the very few to ever 
take the penalty first and then “score.” (But not the only one; Buffalo’s 
Cory Conacher is another.) 

But that’s not the most recent example of an empty-netter coming in a 
loss. That one came just two years ago, and it made its own kind of 
history. On January 5, 2020, the Sharks and Capitals met in a game that 
had this wild finish: 

That’s Logan Couture scoring into the empty net, and it opened the door 
for the Capitals to become the only team to ever pull its goalie for an 
extra attacker at the end of regulation, give up an empty net goal, and 
still come back to win. No screwups, no own goals, just a ridiculous 
collapse that we’d never seen before in over 100 years of history. 

That’s pretty embarrassing for the Sharks, but at least Couture can take 
some pride in joining the ENG-in-a-loss club with some other big names, 
including two Hall of Famers. Those would be goaltender Billy Smith, 
who became the first goalie credited with a goal in 1979 but still lost the 
game, as well as Gordie Howe in 1970. Howe’s goal earned another 
distinction, in that he joined the club along with teammate Nick Libett, 
making the Red Wings the only team in history to score two empty-
netters in a game they lost. 

That probably shouldn’t be possible, and it definitely needs its own 
separate category … 

What’s the record for most empty net goals in one game? 

The answer: Too many. 

Related question: What was the single dumbest day of empty net action 
in NHL history? 

That would be April 5, 1970, the final day of the 1969-70 season. The 
Rangers and Canadiens went into that day fighting for the final playoff 
spot in the East Division, with New York having stumbled down the 
stretch and on the verge of coughing up what had seemed like a sure 
thing only a week or two earlier. 

With each team set to play their final game, Montreal held a two-point 
lead. More importantly, they also held the tiebreaker, which back then 
was goals scored. (Yes, goals scored, not goals differential. This turns 
out to be important.) Montreal was up by five in that category, meaning 
the Rangers’ only hope was for three things to happen that day: they win, 
Montreal loses and they outscore the Habs by at least five. 

Not great odds, but the good news was that they were playing the Red 
Wings, who didn’t have much to play for. The Rangers came out flying, 
scoring four in the first period and three in the second to take a 7-3 lead. 

Chasing even more offense, Rangers coach Emile Francis started pulling 
his goalie late in the third, even though his team was winning. It made 
sense — remember, he didn’t care how many goals he gave up as long 
as they won — but it led to Howe and Libett getting those two late empty 
net goals in a losing cause. The Rangers ended up winning 9-5. 

The Montreal game was later in the day, and they were facing a Hawks 
team that did have something to play for. Still, the Habs had two doors 
into the playoffs: win by any score, or lose while scoring at least five 
goals. That second door seemed to close early in the third when Chicago 
took a 5-2 lead, so Montreal coach Claude Ruel started pulling his goalie 
midway through the third in a desperate attempt to get his team some 
goals. The result: a ridiculous five empty net goals for the Hawks, a 
single-game record that will almost certainly never be broken. The Habs 
lost 10-2. 

This is why we don’t use goals scored as a tiebreaker anymore, in case 
anyone was wondering. 

Bonus weird fact: This was the only time the Canadiens missed the 
playoffs in the 47 years between 1948 and 1995. 

And yeah, speaking of breaking ties, let’s end with a question I’m 
guessing some of you were wondering about … 

Has anyone ever scored an empty net goal in overtime? 

No, of course not. That wouldn’t make any sense. 

Just kidding, it’s the NHL, of course something this crazy has happened. 
Multiple times, in fact. And it didn’t even need a wacky own goal. 

Let’s start with the logic here, such as it is. The only time it would ever 
make sense to pull a goalie in overtime would be if a team was in a 
situation where it needed two points from a win; one point isn’t enough. 
For that reason, we’d only ever expect to have a team use the strategy 
very late in a season, and that’s indeed what we see. 

The first empty net overtime goal came on April 1, 1989, when a 
desperate Maple Leafs team pulled Allan Bester at the end of overtime in 
St. Louis, only to see Gino Cavallini pot the winner. It was the first OT 
ENG in over 70 years of NHL history, and we wouldn’t see it again until 
(checks notes) the very next day, when Mario Lemieux had one against 
the Flyers. 

Mike Ridley had one in 1993 against the Canadiens, who went on to win 
the Stanley Cup. After that, we had to wait until 2000 (Edmonton’s Rem 
Murray against Vancouver) and 2003 (Andrew Cassels of the Blue 
Jackets). Those latter two are notable for being the only two cases of a 
team losing in overtime in the loser/bonus point era and getting zero 
points due to an obscure rule. 

Bonus weird fact: That 1989 game between the Leafs and Blues and the 
1993 game between the Capitals and Canadiens both involved Paul 
Cavallini on the winning team and Vincent Damphousse on the losing 
team. Also, the two loser point era games saw Cassels score the late 
goal to send the 2000 game to overtime and then the overtime goal to 
end it in 2003. This all means something. I’m still working on what. 

Will we ever see another OT ENG? We could, although it’s extremely 
unlikely. It’s possible we could see an own goal on a delayed penalty, 
although that would require a referee actually noticing a penalty in 
overtime, so good luck with that. And while the shootout means there are 
no more ties to worry about, we could see a team going into a regular-
season finale needing a regulation/overtime win for tiebreaking purposes. 

Neither scenario is very likely, but as you now know, empty net goals can 
be very weird. 
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The business of the NHL Global Series and the league’s push for 
international brand recognition 

 

Sean Shapiro  

 

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, back in 2019, the NHL and the 
Nashville Predators had a meeting about helping Roman Josi play a 
game in his home country. 

For Josi, the Predators captain, playing an NHL game in Switzerland, 
even if an exhibition, would be a career highlight and a way to give back 
to his home country. Josi had seen the success of the New Jersey Devils 
preseason game in Switzerland featuring Nico Hischier and wanted a 
similar experience. 

While it was a personal thing for Josi, it was a savvy business meeting 
for the Predators, who are attempting and hoping to become recognized 
as a global brand. 

This isn’t new. 

Pro sports franchises have evolved past wins and losses, and while on 
the ice or field of play championships are viewed as the ultimate goal, 
becoming a global brand is frankly more important to the long-term health 
and growth of a franchise. 

It’s why NHL teams line up and aggressively pursue opportunities to play 
internationally, like the Colorado Avalanche, Columbus Blue Jackets, 
San Jose Sharks and Predators will next season. The Avalanche and 
Blue Jackets will play in Tampere, Finland, while the Sharks and 
Predators will play a pair of regular-season games in Prague, Czechia 
after holding preseason games in Germany and Switzerland, 
respectively. 

“As much as the benefit is talked about for players and teams on the ice, 
there is an equally or even more important impact of getting selected for 
these games for the business,” said Jonathan Becher, the president of 
Sharks Sports & Entertainment. “And I mean that in a good way.” 

While Sharks players will be using a preseason tour of Germany and 
Czechia as a team-building activity and a chance to open the season 
with a pair of wins in Prague, Becher and his staff will be boosting the 
Sharks’ business efforts in Europe. 

Some of the Sharks’ largest and closest corporate partners, a group 
called the Teal Inner Circle, will be making the trip to Europe. The Sharks 
are also an extension of owner Hasso Plattner’s larger technology 
business — he’s the chairman of SAP — and a hockey game turns into 
an entry point into Silicon Valley. 

“A lot of companies are not based here and would love to have 
relationships with firms and some of the most iconic technology 
companies headquarter within a few miles of our building,” Becher said. 
“So this is an opportunity for us to reconnect or detect for the first time 
with international brands that know about the valley and embrace 
technology, but don’t have those relationships. So you should expect us 
to be the matchmaker if you will.” 

It’s also a match with the Sharks’ large swath of international fans, many 
of whom are members of the 1991 Club, which the Sharks set up for fans 
outside of their immediate geographic area. 

San Jose last played in Europe in 2010, in Stockholm, and has been 
pushing to get back into an international event since, according to 
Becher. The same has been the case for the Sharks’ opponent in 
Prague, the Predators, who played in Japan back in 2000 and have 
recently been well-represented in league marquee events as a visitor in 
the 2020 Winter Classic and a host to the Stadium Series earlier this 
season. 

“It’s been really important for us to stay center stage and involved in 
these tentpole events,” said Sean Henry, the Predators CEO. “We’ve 

done that recently and I’ve always believed you want to be invited to the 
party, and then do your best to make it the best possible party.” 

Josi’s pitch certainly helped land that invitation. He was happy with the 
concept of playing in Prague if it meant there was an opportunity to hold 
a short training camp in Switzerland and play an exhibition game against 
SC Bern before going to Czechia to open the season. 

“We listened to the Predators, we also listened to Roman,” said David 
Proper, the NHL’s senior executive vice president of media and 
international strategy. “He was passionate about playing the game and 
doing something in Switzerland — when a marquee player is pushing for 
that, you find a way to listen and make it work if you can.” 

While this slate of teams was announced on Wednesday, the matchups 
for which teams would go to Prague and Tampere have been in the 
works since 2018 and have been finalized for months. And scheduling 
regular-season games in Europe is a return to pre-pandemic normalcy 
for the NHL. The league regularly scheduled games in Europe to start the 
season between 2007 and 2011, and then re-introduced the annual 
concept in 2017 with the NHL Global Series. 

Finland and Czechia have been regular locales. Helsinki hosted the 
Winnipeg Jets and Florida Panthers in 2018, while the Chicago 
Blackhawks and Philadelphia Flyers played in Prague to open the 2019-
20 season. 

Those games, like these games coming in 2022, are more about growing 
NHL and team brands than growing the sport as a whole. While the NHL 
does the majority of its business in North America, television rights and 
sponsorship dollars are considerable for the league in Finland, Sweden 
and Czechia. Russia was part of that equation, and there were plans for 
an international series there before the league paused all financial ties 
with Russia after the invasion of Ukraine. 

NHL teams in general have a keen interest in being selected for 
international games — no one has told the league they wouldn’t accept 
an invite — but there are countries and locales that certain teams envy 
more than others. Multiple teams also told the NHL that the 2022-23 
season was too early for them to consider a trip to Europe after the 
pandemic and that they wanted to delay any applications. 

Getting a game in Finland has been a priority for Blue Jackets GM Jarmo 
Kekäläinen, who is the only European GM in the NHL and has 
campaigned for a selection in the NHL Global Series since 2017. Having 
a marquee name to sell in the international market can help push a 
team’s application to the top, and Patrik Laine being from Tampere is a 
natural sell for the league. 

“I haven’t been shy about being able to participate in this kind of trip and, 
in particular, Finland,” Kekäläinen said. “So it’s been a work in progress 
for a few years. And finally, finally, we’ll get this opportunity and 
hopefully, COVID will not get in the way of this one as in the last two 
years.” 

Colorado has played more recently in Europe — in Sweden in 2017 — 
and is usually high on the NHL’s list of teams for international competition 
because of a larger European fan base that was cultivated and has 
grown since the heyday of Peter Forsberg and a pair of Stanley Cups in 
1996 and 2001. Mikko Rantanen is from Turku, about a two-hour drive 
from Tampere, and would naturally be marketing similarly to Laine in 
Finland for the game. 

While the NHL Global Series is Europe-based now, the league is working 
on and considering expanding it to other continents. 

The league is actively looking at potential games in Mexico and Australia, 
according to Proper, while Becher also indicated the Sharks have made it 
known to the NHL that they would be interested in an international game 
in South America. 

Games in Mexico appear to be more of a “when” rather than “if” situation, 
with a grouping of the Dallas Stars, Arizona Coyotes, Sharks and Los 
Angeles Kings all in the early running for an appearance. The games in 
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Australia, according to Proper, could pose challenges in terms of travel 
and making it work with the schedule, but he also said the NHL is pretty 
confident it wouldn’t have any issue filling a building with Australian 
hockey fans. 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - The path for the Colorado 
Avalanche, Edmonton Oilers to meet in the playoffs 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Tim Kavanagh is a senior NHL editor for ESPN. He's a native of upstate 
New York. 

Connor McDavid and Nathan MacKinnon are two of the best hockey 
players in the world. Neither has come close to winning the Stanley Cup 
yet, but if things break a certain way this postseason, one of them could 
be guaranteed a spot in the Stanley Cup Final. 

The Avs have clinched the No. 1 seed in the Western Conference and 
are in the mix for the Presidents' Trophy as the NHL's top team overall 
this regular season. They'll face the West's No. 2 wild card (currently the 
Dallas Stars) in the first round, followed by the winner of the St. Louis 
Blues-Minnesota Wild series in the second round in order to get to the 
conference finals. Per Money Puck, the Avs have a 43.4% chance of 
making it that far. 

As for the Oilers, they've got a series forthcoming against the No. 3 seed 
in the Pacific Division, currently the Los Angeles Kings. Win that one, and 
they'll face the winner of the series pitting the Calgary Flames against the 
West's No. 1 wild card (currently the Nashville Predators). Money Puck 
gives the Oilers a 24.6% chance of getting to the conference finals. 

The still-raging Western wild-card race will have much to do with both 
teams' paths to another showdown. But we'll be keeping a close eye on 
their game Friday night (9 ET, streaming live ESPN+ for out-of-market 
subscribers) to get a preview of this possible future matchup. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Friday's games 

Thursday night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Tonight's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available to stream on ESPN+. 

Ottawa Senators at Columbus Blue Jackets, 7 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. (NHLN) 

Colorado Avalanche at Edmonton Oilers, 9 p.m. 

Washington Capitals at Arizona Coyotes, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Philadelphia Flyers 6, Montreal Canadiens 3 

Florida Panthers 5, Detroit Red Wings 2 

Buffalo Sabres 5, New Jersey Devils 2 

Pittsburgh Penguins 4, Boston Bruins 0 

Carolina Hurricanes 4, Winnipeg Jets 2 

New York Rangers 6, New York Islanders 3 

Tampa Bay Lightning 8, Toronto Maple Leafs 1 

Minnesota Wild 6, Vancouver Canucks 3 

Calgary Flames 4, Dallas Stars 2 

Los Angeles Kings 4, Chicago Blackhawks 1 

St. Louis Blues 3, San Jose Sharks 1 

Expanded standings 

Note: x = clinched playoff spot; y = clinched division title; z = clinched 
best conference record; e = eliminated 

Atlantic Division 

z - Florida Panthers 

Points: 118 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 
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Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. NSH (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. NYR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. NYI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ CBJ (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ OTT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ DET (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Washington Capitals 

Points: 97 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ ARI (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 
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Games left: 5 

Next game: @ BUF (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. OTT (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. CAR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. PIT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ EDM (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Minnesota Wild 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. SEA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ ARI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. SEA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 77% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. COL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ SJ (Saturday 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 
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Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. WSH (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

y - Calgary Flames 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. VAN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. COL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. ANA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. SJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 28% 

Tragic number: 7 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 5 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. CHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 6 

Next game: @ MIN (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. The 2022 draft lottery 
will be held on May 10. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 
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4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

6. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 15 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 24 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 21 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / By overcoming hurdles all season, the Oilers are ready for 
what lies ahead 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — How many hurdles stand in the way of a team with 
playoff aspirations from October to the night it clinches that spot in April?  

For this edition of the Edmonton Oilers, the first to accomplish a three-
year string of playoff appearances since the 1998-2001 teams, there 
have been more than most.   

A No. 1 goalie who couldn’t find his health until well into the new year. A 
head coach who never found the solution, so his general manager found 
it for him, with a deft hire that looks better by the day. A six-game losing 
streak, followed by a seven-gamer that had these Oilers outside a playoff 
spot late in January.  

“It was a little bit too much of an up-and-down season. I think everyone 
would agree with that,” admitted Leon Draisaitl, moments after the team 
had clinched a playoff spot in a dazzling 6-3 game before a sold-out 
crowd at Rogers Place. “But … good teams go through that, and we 
knew from the beginning of the season that we had a good team. It was 
hard for us to stay healthy, that is a big issue. (And) every team goes 
through that.”  

On a night where Evander Kane scored three and added an assist, the 
Oilers finally walked out of a game with Colorado with two points, after 
losing in an overtime and a shootout earlier this season, two games that 
were as high-pedigree and wildly entertaining as Friday’s game was.  

The win gave them 98 points and an ‘X’ beside their names in the 
Western Conference standings. But with the Los Angeles Kings an 
almost certain first round opponent, the moment gave them something 
else — a feeling that they’re ready for what lies ahead.  

“We talk about adversity all the time, and there are two ways to go about 
it,” said goalie Mike Smith, who was once again better than his opposite 
number, Darcy Kuemper, on the night. “(You can) feel sorry for yourself, 
or grab it and do something about it. And I really feel like going through 
the tough times this year really made this team stick together, grow and 
understand what it takes to win tight hockey games.  

“It’s easy to just stop playing when things are going bad, and give in. But 
it’s hard to battle through those tough times and to do something with it. 
Do something about it,” he said, “There are going to be times in the 
playoffs when it’s not going to go your way. But you’ve just got to stick 
with it, stick together as a group and good things will happen.”  

A year ago this team waltzed into a playoff series against the Winnipeg 
Jets after handling the Jets all season long. Then they were rudely 
swept, and left to ponder what it was they lacked in the playoffs, when 
the regular season had gone so swimmingly.  

This year the regular season was more of a slog. But when you look at 
what this team is today, it is infinitely superior to the one that became 
Winnipeg’s doormat last spring.  

Kane has been a menace on McDavid’s left side, a conglomeration of 
speed, power and snipe, with an on-ice attitude that is infectious, bringing 
his teammates into the proverbial fight. 
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Zach Hyman is new, a solid, professional 25-goal man who makes his 
linemates better and is dogged on the forecheck.  

Duncan Keith is an upgrade on the back end, a big one who might be 
tapped if Darnell Nurse – who let Friday’s game in the second period — 
is hurt for any length of time. Smith is back, and if anything playing even 
better today than a year ago.  

Connor McDavid is today twice the 200-foot player he was a year ago, 
and Draisaitl has improved as well, from a starting point that was ahead 
of the captain’s. With Ryan Nugent-Hopkins centering the third line, and 
young Ryan McLeod the fourth, the Oilers are uber strong down the 
middle, a pivotal feature of any decent playoff club.  

And now, for the first time in three years, they’ll roll it all out in front of a 
hockey mad city that’s ready to once again assume its role in all of this.  

The place was on fire Friday. When the playoffs open in May, that Friday 
scene will seem like a church picnic.  

“That atmosphere, that is part of what we play for,” smiled Draisaitl. “At 
the end of the day the main goal is to win a Stanley Cup, and it is fun 
seeing these people come out and cheering us on. Even when it is not 
going our way, they seem to find a way to support us.  

“We are excited that we are in. That step one is done.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Guy Lafleur's electric image forever etched in Canadiens 
history 

 

Stephen Brunt 

 

In an age before hockey players became helmeted and anonymous — in 
a rink inhabited by so many ghosts — Guy Lafleur would begin his flight 
down the wing, his blond mane flowing in his wake, and everyone in the 
Forum would hold their breath for just an instant. 

Hockey for the spectator is not a game of anticipation. It is so fast, so 
fluid, that most of the great moments arrive without a countdown. You 
didn’t know Paul Henderson was going to pound in that rebound until a 
second before he did. You didn’t really see Sidney Crosby’s golden goal 
coming. Outside of breakaways or booming slapshots unloaded with a 
wind-up from the point, it all goes by in a flash. 

But with Lafleur, so often there was a prelude to the main event. The 
acceleration. The defencemen skating backwards as fast as they could. 
The goaltender suddenly on high alert. 

The Montreal crowd chanting, like a pulse: “Guy, Guy, Guy.” 

There was, and there is, nothing else like it in the sport. 

Guy Lafleur, whose death was announced by the Canadiens on Friday, 
was, arguably, the greatest player on the greatest team in NHL history. 
During the Montreal Canadiens’ last dynasty — in the process of winning 
consecutive Stanley Cups from 1976 to 1979, they lost a total of just 46 
regular-season and 10 playoff games — Lafleur won the scoring title 
three times and twice won the Hart Trophy as the NHL’s most valuable 
player. 

He was the Quebecois heir to Maurice Richard and Jean Beliveau. (Next 
came Patrick Roy, playing a very different position, and after him came 
no one….) The succession was less certain than it might seem in 
hindsight, and it almost didn’t happen at all. But for a flash of managerial 
genius, Guy Lafleur might be remembered as the first great California 
Golden Seal. 

He grew up in Thurso, Que., a mill town on the Ottawa River close to the 
Ontario border. Legend has it that he so loved hockey as a boy that he’d 
go to sleep at night wearing his gear, ready to jump on the backyard rink 
his father had made the moment he woke up. 

Lafleur first came to the attention of the hockey world at the now famous 
Quebec Pee-Wee International Tournament, then in its early years, 
where he debuted in 1962 playing for a traveling team from nearby 
Rockford, Ont., and then in 1963 and 1964 with teams from Thurso. 
Lafleur scored 30 of Rockford’s 48 goals that first year, including seven in 
one game, and scored a total of 64 goals through the three tournaments. 

At age 15, he graduated to the Quebec Jr. Aces, where he played three 
seasons, followed by two years with the Quebec Remparts. In his first 
season in major junior hockey, Lafleur set a regular-season scoring 
record with 103 goals. In his final season, he shattered that mark, scoring 
130 in 62 regular-season games, and leading the Remparts to the 
Memorial Cup. 

He was hailed as the province’s next NHL superstar — but he was not 
alone. Also part of the same draft class was the Drummondville-born star 
of the St. Catharines Black Hawks of the Ontario Hockey League, Marcel 
Dionne. 

There are many reasons why Sam Pollock, the long-time general 
manager of the Canadiens, was considered the sport’s pre-eminent front-
office genius, but his manoeuvering around the 1971 entry draft should 
be near the top of the list. Understanding that both Lafleur and Dionne 
were coming, and no longer the beneficiary of the age-old practice that 
allowed the Habs first crack at the best French Canadian talent, he 
contacted the Golden Seals and suggested a trade to the team’s owner, 
Charlie Finley. The deal they agreed to was a simple swap of first-round 
picks – Montreal’s for California’s, with the Canadiens throwing in veteran 
Ernie Hicke to sweeten the pot. 

It was, of course, highway robbery. (It has also long been suggested that 
Pollock shipped Ralph Backstrom to the Los Angeles Kings that same 
season in hopes that Backstrom would keep the Kings from tumbling to 
the bottom of the league — and the top of the draft. If that was indeed the 
intent, it worked.) 

The Habs won the Stanley Cup in 1971, and Beliveau retired. Now, one 
way or another, they would have his successor. 

Pollock deliberated before finally using the Seals' pick to take Lafleur 
over Dionne, and at first it seemed like he had made a terrible mistake. 
Dionne immediately became an elite scorer with the Detroit Red Wings 
while Lafleur struggled, burdened by the enormous expectations and 
chafing under coach Scotty Bowman, who refused to employ him on his 
top two lines and power play. 

At the end of his rookie season, Lafleur didn’t receive a single vote for 
the Calder Trophy. 

In 1973, he won his first of five Stanley Cups, but it wasn’t until the 1974–
75 season that Lafleur blossomed, scoring 50 goals for the first of what 
would be six consecutive years. 

And that’s when his electric image was forever etched in the imagination 
of Montreal hockey fans, his hair blown back as if by a Hollywood wind 
machine. 

Lafleur’s time in Montreal ended badly, just as Roy’s would years later. 
By 1985 the dynasty was a distant memory. Lafleur’s old teammate, 
Jacques Lemaire, was the head coach, and his defensive approach to 
the game was never going to be a comfortable fit. When Lafleur asked to 
be traded, GM Serge Savard — another former teammate — knew that 
he couldn’t accommodate his request without being run out of town. So 
he refused, and Lafleur retired 19 games into the season as the leading 
scorer in Montreal’s long and glorious history. 

There was a comeback three years later with the New York Rangers and 
Quebec Nordiques after Lafleur had already been inducted into the 
Hockey Hall of Fame (the only two other players to do that: Gordie Howe 
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and Mario Lemieux), but by then he was only a shadow of the player he 
had once been. 

Still, there would be one final, memorable night, when Lafleur returned to 
Montreal for the first time with the Rangers; when the crowd stood and 
cheered to welcome him; when, still playing without a helmet (the NHL 
grandfathered in the rule that made wearing one mandatory), he scored 
two goals and was named the game’s first star. 

And the sound that night was like it had once been, the chant echoing to 
the rafters, a celebration, a thank you, a remembrance of glories past. 

“Guy, Guy, Guy….” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.23.2022 

1242381 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Looking into why the Maple Leafs take the most 'Too Many 
Men' penalties 

 

On an eventful Thursday night full of attention-grabbing moments – 
usually highlighted by one player in blue and white asserting their glove 
into the face of an opposing player in white and blue – one ho-hum 
moment kind of slid under the radar. 

The Leafs took yet another Too Many Men on the ice penalty, which was 
their 13th so far this season, a staggering total that “leads” the NHL at 
this point. Most of the league has half as many bench minors (or fewer) 
than the Leafs. 

I think back to last season's Maple Leafs, where the team’s power play 
struggled down the stretch (OK, the last two-thirds of the season) and the 
consensus seemed to be “Ah, they’ll figure it out when the playoffs start, 
they’re too talented for it not to work” … only for it to keep struggling. It 
was a problem, and in the end it hurt them. Trends don’t often disappear 
when playoffs begin. 

This Too Many Men thing is a problem, and so there’s got to be at least 
some consideration given to it coming back to bite them at the wrong 
time in the playoffs. 

I wanted to know if there’s been a trend in how or why they’ve given 
away so many power plays this way, so I went through every one of their 
Too Many Men calls (“TMM” going forward) this season and determined 
that there are, in fact, a few trends. 

First, they’ve struggled with the long change, not in getting their forwards 
off the ice, but their defenders. That makes sense. When your D can only 
change on the offensive side of centre they’ve often got tough decisions 
to make (“Do I have time to get off the ice here, or will that expose us 
defensively?”). Of course, that challenge exists for all teams, and the 
Leafs have fallen behind here. 

Toronto TMM calls by period: 

1st: 4 

2nd: 6 

3rd: 3 

Four of the six TMM penalties they've taken in the second period 
involved a defenceman trying to get off the rink. To be more specific, 
Morgan Rielly has struggled with this, as on four occasions he’s been 
involved in the mix-ups, either struggling to get off or jumping to get on. 
You can see him in this clip below bottom right, racing across the ice 
from the weak side to change when he gets worried about the puck 
coming back at the Leafs awfully fast. 

Funny enough, the biggest offenders have been the people you’d most 
expect to know what proper line change execution looks like, and captain 

John Tavares has been involved on four occasions as well, even more 
directly than Rielly. More on that in a second. 

The other main trend is tied to turnovers. This is my strongest hunch as 
to why the Leafs have been busted more than any other team. Too Many 
Men calls happen most frequently when the puck is near the bench area 
while players are in the midst of a change, and forced to decide whether 
to play the puck or not. When the puck is near changing players, it makes 
the refs pay attention, and they blow the play dead far more quickly than 
when the puck is elsewhere. Players never change when the puck is 
around their bench, or when it’s going to be around their bench … at 
least they don’t on purpose. That means this pucks-at-the-bench-while-
changing mishap comes about by surprise, and usually after a turnover. 

The Leafs are a very good team at protecting the puck in terms of rate, in 
that they don’t turn it over frequently compared to how often they have it. 
They’re eighth in the NHL, rate-wise, in turnovers. But because they have 
it so much – they’re second in the NHL in possession – they’re 29th in 
the NHL in total turnovers, relinquishing the puck 105.6 times per game, 
according to Sportlogiq. 

I should also note they’re second in the NHL in takeaway rate, meaning 
there’s a lot of surprise change of possessions in Toronto's games, which 
leads to more opportunities for line changes to be exposed. When the 
puck stays in one end, refs rarely call TMM on a player jumping on the 
ice five or even 10 feet too soon. 

With that then, Toronto needs to be all the more prudent on each 
change, given the likelihood of the puck surprisingly changing direction in 
their games. The Leafs players coming on the ice have been too eager to 
jump out, but it’s hard to blame those players when you see what some 
of the guys coming off the ice are doing. 

That brings us back to Tavares, starting with the game against the 
Lightning. If you aren’t sure you’re going to change, maybe don’t motion 
to the bench you’re coming off? At the top left of the screen at the start of 
this GIF is 91 in white (a little hidden behind a teammate), who takes a 
hand off the top of his stick and gives the bench a wave to signal for a 
change (he had been out for a full shift already). Then the Leafs turn it 
over and he corrects course back into the play. His teammate saw him 
wave, saw the turnover, and rushed out on to the ice. 

Tavares did it again versus Seattle. Nick Robertson turns it over on a 
rush, Seattle gets it, and Tavares is at the end of a shift. He raises his 
stick to the bench to start to say “I’m coming,” but Seattle plays it right up 
that area, and an over-eager Leafs player who had a leg on the boards 
dropped down and got in the way of the play. 

Earlier in the year you’ll see Tavares do it against Vegas too. He’s centre 
screen and at the centre ice dot here in blue, and gives the one-arm raise 
“Yup, one for me” change motion to the bench before noticing a couple 
charging Vegas players and changing his course back into the play. In all 
these situations you can see how he would be a little vision-obscured 
(behind players or in a crowd) for the player coming on to follow, and 
guys just trust that because he’s signalled he’s coming off. 

Speaking of veterans, watch Jason Spezza do it here, too, against the 
Flames. He’s top right of the screen in white, behind the play (at the 
start). This one is egregious, as he signals, stands up straight, then sees 
the chance to join a rush and he … stays on the ice. 

All I know is it’s common to see coaches blamed for TMM calls, and 
there are times when they’re certainly to blame. Sometimes a coach will 
tell four guys they’re going on instead of three, or they don’t 
communicate clearly, or they call two left wingers and no right, so two 
guys change for one. These things happen. 

After an audit of all 13 TMM calls against Toronto this season, I saw one 
time I couldn’t make sense of what happened and I think Keefe saying 
“my bad” after the replay. I don’t see this issue as being on the coach. 
This is pretty simple stuff that’s on the Leafs players to communicate like 
a minor hockey team. Yell your change, make sure that change is 
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coming off, and for the love of god, don’t touch the puck the second you 
jump on if the other guy isn’t off. 

It’s just one of those little “details” you hear analysts talk about regularly, 
and it should never be a big picture problem for a team. 

But when you’re taking TMM penalties at a per-game rate that implies it 
could happen in the post-season, it might be one of those details worth a 
quick mention and focus when preparing for the games that matter most. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Special Flames season not possible without career years 
from Tkachuk and Gaudreau 

 

The standing ovation midway through the game was every bit as 
poignant as the one at the end of it. 

The first came courtesy of Matthew Tkachuk’s milestone moment, which 
opened the scoring in a game punctuated by a clinched division title. 

On a night in which everyone showed up hoping for both, it was the way 
they unfolded that was so fitting. 

There was Tkachuk, parked in his office at the side of the net, receiving a 
power-play pass from Johnny Gaudreau he quickly spun into the net from 
his off-wing. 

Gotta See It: Tkachuk reaches 100-point mark on 40th goal of the 
season 

“If I was a betting man I’d probably say that was the best odds for me to 
score that one from that spot,” beamed Tkachuk, with the puck in hand 
following a 4-2 win over Dallas. 

“I feel comfortable around the next, I like being around the net, and the 
way things have been going this year it’s fitting that Johnny was in on it 
too. Big goal at an important time.” 

It was his 40th of the season, giving him an even 100 points. 

The celebration almost ended before it began, as the wide-eyed 24-year-
old reacted to the thunderous roar with a quick stumble he saved himself 
from with a hand on the ice.   

“Super excited, and a toe pick because of it,” he laughed, before 
explaining the trip. “Not enough (speed). There was a lot going on. Mang 
(Andrew Mangiapane) was coming and I had my arms out for a hug. One 
of those, kind of, blacked-out moments. Just super excited. 

“Coolest part for me was the guys coming in and how they were way 
more excited than I was. I didn’t think that could be possible.” 

No one would have believed either celebration was possible six months 
earlier, making it such a special night at the Saddledome. 

Well, special for everyone not named Darryl Sutter. 

“Team deserves it,” he shrugged. “Been the most consistent team in the 
division, deserved to win the division, regular season.” 

Then came the money quote. 

“I’ve won lots of em. It goes up there and you get nothing for it.” 

Fair enough. But given that the NHL is in the entertainment business, this 
was a night Flames fans deserved to enjoy. 

Ditto for Tkachuk, who was the first Flame since Jarome Iginla in 2010-
11 to crack the 40-goal plateau. He and Gaudreau are just the fourth duo 
in team lore to eclipse 100 points in the same season. Last time was 
1990-91 when Theo Fleury and Al MacInnis turned the trick. 

“What hits immediately is I never would have imagined that happening,” 
said Tkachuk, who was mobbed by jubilant teammates as he raised both 
hands in the air and grinned through the mouthguard he so famously 
chews like a cigar.  

“If that happened in a loss I guarantee you myself and the rest of the 
team wouldn’t be that excited about it. We’re not stopping there. We’ve 
got bigger goals for our team.” 

Tkachuk on reaching 100-point milestone and Flames clinching playoff 
spot 

The lads were plenty proud of clinching the Pacific division for the second 
time in four years on home ice where this team distanced itself from the 
pack by winning 11 in a row at home as part of the games made up after 
Covid shut the team down at Christmas. 

After missing the playoffs last year, the fans have been treated to a 
special season, dotted by plenty of individual accomplishments the coach 
hates talking about. 

Fact is, without the career numbers being posted by Tkachuk, Gaudreau 
and many of their teammates, home ice for at least the first two rounds of 
the playoffs isn’t possible. 

Tkachuk deserved his due, just as Gaudreau did when he recently hit the 
century mark in front of his visiting folks.     

“This is really the only place in the whole league that would give me an 
applause like that,” said Tkachuk. “That was really, really cool. Kind of 
fitting because I would love to have gotten it with my parents in 
attendance in Nashville (two nights ago), but I got to beat my dad's 
(career-high 98-points) there, pretty cool. 

“Then to get it at home in front of these unbelievable fans that have been 
so great to me my whole career. So special.” 

And timely. 

“It was a great night: Big win, Chucky got 100 points, crowd was really 
into it,” said Mikael Backlund, who created the traffic in front that led to a 
Chris Tanev game-winner bouncing in off of Luke Glendening.  “Special 
night. It’s an accomplishment to win the division. 

“But we’re not satisfied yet. We want to do something really big here. We 
know we can do it.” 
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USA TODAY / Guy Lafleur, dynamic Hall of Fame winger from Montreal 
Canadiens dynasty, dies at 70 

 

Mike Brehm and Kevin Allen  

 

Guy Lafleur, the flashy high-scoring Hall of Fame winger from the 
Montreal Canadiens’ 1970s dynasty, has died. He was 70. 

Those Canadiens teams were loaded with Hall of Famers in net, on 
defense, at forward and behind the bench, but Lafleur was easily 
recognizable for his flowing hair as he sped down the ice and for his 
dominance on the scoresheet. 

"Everyone wanted to grow their hair long, with no helmet, and skate fast 
over the blue line," said former NHL defenseman Steve Duchene, who 
grew up admiring Lafleur. 

Lafleur revealed in October 2020 that his lung cancer came back. He had 
surgery in November 2019 to remove a lobe and lymph nodes, about two 
months after he had quadruple-bypass surgery. 
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"You didn’t need to see Guy Lafleur’s name and number on his sweater 
when ‘The Flower’ had the puck on his stick," NHL commissioner Gary 
Bettman said in a statement Friday. "As distinctively stylish as he was 
remarkably talented, Lafleur cut a dashing and unmistakable figure 
whenever he blazed down the ice of the Montreal Forum, his long blond 
locks flowing in his wake as he prepared to rifle another puck past a 
helpless goaltender – or set up a linemate for a goal." 

Lafleur won five Stanley Cups with Montreal, including four in a row from 
1976-79. His No. 10 was retired by the team and he made the NHL's Top 
100 list in 2017. 

To start their four-year run, the Canadiens first had to get past the 
Philadelphia Flyers, who were two-time defending champions. Even 
though Lafleur had to play against rugged defenseman Ed Van Impe, he 
had two game-winning goals in the four-game sweep in the 1976 Final. 

"They had all of those bullies, (Dave) Schultz, (Don) Saleski ... and then 
they had Bobby Clarke," Lafleur told USA TODAY. "We weren't scared to 
play them, but we knew there would be fights." 

Lafleur won the Conn Smythe Trophy as playoff MVP the following year 
with 26 points in 14 playoff games and he was the leading playoff scorer 
in 1978 and 1979, too. 

That was part of a remarkable run when he scored at least 50 goals and 
100 points in six consecutive seasons from 1974-75 to 1979-80, the first 
player in NHL history to do so. 

He led the league in scoring from 1975-76 to 1977-78 and won the Hart 
Trophy as league MVP in 1977 and 1978. 

But his favorite moment came earlier in his career after he was drafted 
No. 1 overall in 1971. 

"It is the first day I was taken into the Montreal Canadiens' locker room 
and invited to pick out my sweater," Lafleur said. "My sweater was the 
ultimate symbol of that team." 

Lafleur was still a productive player when he surprised the league by 
retiring in November 1984, during his 14th season in Montreal. 

"His retirement was a lot premature," said Hall of Fame defenseman 
Larry Robinson, his Montreal teammate. "It was a lot of things. The team 
was changing, the game was changing and people were still expecting 
him to do miraculous things when one guy couldn't dominate that way 
anymore." 

Lafleur was a shoo-in for the Hall of Fame and was elected in his first 
year of eligibility in 1988. Then he surprised the league again by coming 
out of retirement, going to the New York Rangers training camp as a 
tryout. Given no promises and no special treatment, he made the team. 

“We (management) had a meeting and we all agreed, Guy was one of 
our best forwards during training camp,” then-coach Michel Bergeron told 
The (Westchester County, New York) Journal News. 

Lafleur said he noticed changes in the NHL during his three-year 
absence: Players “are a lot bigger,” there was “more grabbing and 
hooking” and “there are no nights when you can say, ‘We're going to beat 
that team.'" 

Lafleur, then 37, showed some flashes of old as he finished his return 
season with 45 points in 67 games. 

He joined the Nordiques in his native Quebec for his final two seasons, 
totaling 24 goals and 62 points. 

Lafleur announced that 1990-91 would be his final season, and he 
received a proper retirement tour this time. 

"Anytime a great player like Lafleur retires, a new guy comes along, but 
you never replace a guy like him," NHL star Wayne Gretzky said at the 
1991 All-Star Game. 

The NHL made Lafleur a late addition to that game and he was cheered 
during his final visit to NHL arenas. 

That included a six-minute standing ovation at Montreal in his second to 
last game of the season. He scored his final NHL goal in that game to 
give him 560 for his career to go with 793 assists and 1,353 points in 
1,126 games. 

The next day, the Nordiques gave him a longer ovation and an hour-long 
ceremony. 

"Today, 20 years later, I feel I can leave in peace," Lafleur said, 
according to the Associated Press. "I wore the uniforms of three great 
organizations, but it is the fleur-de-lis (Quebec's jersey) that I wear in my 
heart." 
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