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Hurricanes rally, beat Devils in OT as rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov wins NHL debut 

By Chip Alexander 

Rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov of the Carolina Hurricanes 
speaks no English, so it’s hard to say what his emotions 
were Saturday after winning his NHL debut against the New 
Jersey Devils. 

But Kochetkov was jumping around in celebration after the 
Canes rallied late in regulation to tie the score, then won 3-2 
in overtime on a Seth Jarvis goal. His body language was all 
about being a very thrilled 22-year-old, and he was quickly 
mobbed by some very happy teammates. 

The Canes trailed 2-0 in the third period, but Brady Skjei’s 
score with 4:36 left in regulation and then a goal by Nino 
Niederreiter with 1:56 left tied it. Skjei had his shot go off 
New Jersey’’s Kevin Bahl and past goalie Jon Gillies, and 
Niederreiter jumped on a loose puck after Tony DeAngelo’s 
shot hit the Canes’ Jesper Fast in front moments after 
Kochetkov was pulled for a sixth attacker. 

It was on to overtime and Jarvis, who had the game-winner 
Thursday against Winnipeg, did it again. After pressure from 
Sebastian Aho forced a Devils turnover, Jarvis took a pass 
from DeAngelo and ripped a shot past a sliding Gillies at 
1:39 of OT. 

The Canes collected the puck as a keepsake for Kochetkov, 
who finished with 17 saves and looked comfortable in the 
crease. Jarvis, with a smile, said Kochetkov “muttered out 
thank you” in the locker room after the game when asked to 
stand up and say a few words. 

“It was electric. Everyone was super happy, super pumped 
for him,” Jarvis said. 

The victory lifted the Canes (51-20-8) to 110 points and two 
points ahead of the New York Rangers in the Metropolitan 
Division. The Rangers were beaten 3-1 by the Boston Bruins 
later Saturday. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour noted Kochetkov made two 
quality saves after the Devils had taken a 2-0 lead. The 
biggest came on a third-period breakaway by Jesper Boqvist. 

“It’s a great moment for him,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s the 
NHL. It’s special. He’ll remember this forever, especially the 
way this game ended up.” 

The Canes believe they could have something special in the 
6-foot-3, 205-pound goalie from Penza, Russia. He was their 
fifth pick in the second round of 2019 NHL draft, 36th overall, 
and he has experience this season both in Russia’s KHL and 
the American Hockey League after coming to the Chicago 
Wolves. 

After the lower-body injury suffered by goalie Frederik 
Andersen last week at Colorado, Kochetkov was recalled 

from Chicago on an emergency basis. With the Canes 
playing the Devils and Islanders in a back-to-back, the 
decision was made to give Kochetkov his first start Saturday. 

“We’ll give him a shot and see what he’s all about,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Kochetkov had a slow first period, facing six shots. He then 
allowed his first NHL goal in the second period on a Devils 
power play on a tip by Yegor Sharangovich. In the third, Nico 
Hischier beat him to the far side as New Jersey took the 2-0 
lead. 

With Gillies playing well, making all the saves, it appeared 
Kochetkov’s first game might be memorable only as his NHL 
debut. But the Canes’ forecheck finally produced some better 
offensive chances in the third. 

“It felt like we tilted the ice a little bit in the third and had 
some few nice bounces,” Skjei said. 

Canes goalie Antti Raanta created a buzz this week about 
Kochetkov. After his first look at the newcomer in a practice, 
Raanta said he was “a little bit of a Russian mix of 
Vasilevskiy and Bobrovsky.” 

Meaning Andrei Vasilevskiy of the Tampa Bay Lightning and 
Sergei Bobrovsky of the Florida Panthers. Meaning two 
former Vezina Trophy winners. That’s a high bar. 

Another scouting report came from Canes goaltending coach 
Paul Schonfelder said this week: 

“Just dynamic, big kid, covers a lot of net, can move quick 
east/west, good hands. He’s a big presence in net. He’s 
dynamic. A lot of these Russia-born goalies you see in the 
league, they have this dynamic edge to them. They’re not 
cookie-cutter. They can get outside that technical box and he 
has the ability to do that.” 

The Canes players seem to like him, calling him “Pete” or 
“Peter.” Andrei Svechnikov has helped him as best he can — 
Svechnikov as a translator in an interesting role reversal. 

“Svech is taking him under his wing,” Skjei said. 

Kochetkov was 13-1-1 in the AHL before the call-up. He was 
the league’s rookie of the month in March, helping the 
Wolves clinch another Central Division title in the AHL. 

Kochetkov was 13-1-1 in the AHL before the call-up. He was 
the league’s rookie of the month in March, helping the 
Wolves clinch another Central Division title in the AHL. 

Brind’Amour said he has not had much conversation with 
Kochetkov but said he only needed three words: “Stop the 
puck.”
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Jarvis scores OT winner to give Kochetkov win in NHL debut 

Carolina scored twice in the last five minutes to force 
overtime 

By Cory Lavalette 

New Jersey Devils rookie Dawson Mercer made a mistake 
that swung the momentum Carolina’s way. 

The Hurricanes’ rookies finished the job. 

Seth Jarvis scored 99 seconds into overtime, capping 
Carolina’s wild 3-2 comeback and giving goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov a win in his NHL debut. 

“It’s a great moment for him,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Kochetkov winning his first game. “It’s 
the NHL, this is special, especially that first game. He’ll 
remember this forever, especially the way this game ended 
up.” 

Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo jumped on a Damon 
Severson clearing attempt inside the Devils’ blue line and fed 
a pass past the New Jersey defenseman to Jarvis, who 
snapped a shot past Jon Gillies for Carolina’s third goal in six 
minutes and 15 seconds to get the win. 

“It’s definitely a bigger goal than just mine,” said Jarvis, who 
got his 16th goal of the season at the game-winner for the 
second straight game. “For Koochie just to get that win, he 
played so well for us the whole game. So just to get that 
makes it a lot sweeter.” 

Down 2-0 with under five minutes remaining, the Hurricanes 
started their comeback by jumping on a rookie mistake. 

After a shot by Nino Niederreiter nearly made its way through 
the pads of Gillies (26 saves), Carolina swarmed the net only 
to see Mercer come away with the puck. But instead of 
turning up ice to get the puck out of the zone, the Devils 
rookie curled into the corner and sent it behind the net. 

Jesper Fast pressured New Jersey’s Dougie Hamilton — 
playing his first game against the Hurricanes since signing 
with the Devils in the offseason — and the defenseman 
turned the puck over to Carolina’s Brady Skjei. Skjei quickly 
shot, and the puck directed off the inside of Devils 
defenseman Kevin Bahl’s left knee and went in the net to cut 
New Jersey’s lead to 2-1 with 4:36 remaining. 

“I don’t know how it even went in, but we’ll take it,” Skjei said 
of his ninth goal of the season, a new career high. 

The Hurricanes smelled blood in the water, and right after 
Kochetkov made his way to the bench for an extra attacker, 
Niederreiter got loose in front of Gillies and scored off the 
rebound of a DeAngelo shot to tie the game with 1:56 
remaining. 

“I knew I had to go to the net, and that’s a lot of traffic and 
luckily it came to my side and I had a chance to bang it 
home,” said Niederreiter, whose goal was his 24th of the 
season. 

Jarvis then scored the winner in overtime to move Carolina 
two points ahead of the Rangers in the Metropolitan Division 
standings. 

The Hurricanes wouldn’t have gotten there without 
Kochetkov (17 saves). 

New Jersey had built a two-goal lead despite having just 14 
shots on the 22-year-old Russian. 

But Kochetkov made big stops to keep the game at 2-0, 
including stopping Jesper Boqvist on a breakaway just 40 
seconds after the Devils had extended their lead. 

“The game’s pretty much done if they get that third one, and 
he made two really quality saves after it was 2-0 and kept us 
in the game and obviously gave us a chance.,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

The only goal through 40 minutes came when New Jersey’s 
Yegor Sharangovich scored his 23rd goal of the season by 
redirecting a Boqvist shot past Kochetkov for a power play 
goal at 15:43 of the second period. 

The Devils doubled the lead at 8:30 of the third when Devils 
captain Nico Hischier wristed a shot from the left faceoff 
circle that appeared to graze Skjei’s skate and go in off the 
far post to push New Jersey’s lead to 2-0. 

Notes: Hamilton finished with three shots on goal, five 
blocked shots and a minus-1. … DeAngelo had two assists, 
giving him 41 on the season and passing Joni Pitkanen for 
the most by a Hurricanes defenseman since the relocation to 
North Carolina. … Brendan Smith had four shots on goal, 
giving him 13 in his last three games. … Fast’s assist on 
Niederreiter’s goal was his 20th of the season and gave him 
33 points, matching his career high.
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Recap: Canes Steal Dramatic Victory In Kochetkov's Debut 

Carolina scored twice in the final 4:36 of regulation to force 
OT, Jarvis scores first career overtime winner 

By Walt Ruff 

NEWARK, NJ. - The Carolina Hurricanes scored twice in the 
final 4:36 of regulation to tie the game and force overtime 
Saturday, eventually taking a 3-2 overtime victory over the 
New Jersey Devils.  

The Rundown: 

With Saturday being the first of two games in two days for 
the Canes, Rod Brind'Amour and staff turned to Pyotr 
Kochetkov for his NHL debut in net. Less than a week after 
joining the team and just two months after coming to North 
America, the 2019 second round selection of Carolina was 
thrust into immediate action due to the injury of Frederik 
Andersen. 

Unfortunately, for most of the day, it did not look like the 22-
year-old's debut would have a happy ending. A sleepy first 
period flew by scoreless, with just six shots making their way 
onto Carolina's new #52. Then, in the second, a power play 
redirection gave New Jersey the first lead of the day. 

Trailing 1-0 after two despite leading in shots 18-11, the 
visitors were in a position where they'd need a come from 
behind effort for a second consecutive game. 

As they were still in search of an effort that would beat Jon 
Gillies, who was making his second start of the season 
against Carolina, the Devils doubled their lead, with Nico 
Hischier beating Kochetkov with a goal-scorer's shot that 
rang off the post and in. 

Things started to look very bleak for the Canes, as they went 
into the final media timeout of the afternoon trailing by two 
and having just 4:59 to work with. Then, 24 seconds after an 
offensive zone draw for Carolina, Brady Skjei threw a puck 
on net that hit Devils defenseman Kevin Bahl and changed 
directions, going by Gillies. 

The marker gave the Metropolitan Division leaders some 
hope and then just 2:40 later, they got the equalizer. 

A shot from the point by Tony DeAngelo created a rebound 
right aside Gillies, one that was knocked home by Nino 
Niederreiter to make the game 2-2. 

With New Jersey stunned, the game continued into the 
three-on-three overtime. 

In the OT, it took just 1:39 for Seth Jarvis to put home a 
DeAngelo feed, earning his first career overtime-winner and 
giving his team a thrilling 3-2 victory. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on what changed between the second and 
third... 

"Well, we actually weren't very good in the third, then all of a 
sudden with five minutes to go we had a couple of shifts led 
by Jordan's line, they always seem to be the catalyst. We 
finally kind of got to how we wanted to play, we knew they 
were hunkering down, they had five guys smothering the 
puck in their end and we needed to get pucks through. That 
was the game plan going in and we didn't execute it very 
well, until the last couple of minutes." 

Seth Jarvis describing his emotions after finding the back of 
the net in overtime... 

"I was a little scared, I thought the goalie saved it. Once I 
saw the ref point and Tony celebrate, I was pumped. It's a 
really cool feeling. It's a bigger goal than just mine, too. To 
do it for [Kochetkov], to get that win, he played so well for us 
all game. To get that for him makes it a lot sweeter." 

Nino Niederreiter touching on Kochetkov's debut... 

"He was terrific. It's definitely not easy for him to come here, 
without knowing any English. He was terrific in there and we 
were very happy to be able to get the win for him. That's a 
great memory for him." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes have a quick turnaround, set to take on the New 
York Islanders Sunday afternoon at 1 p.m. at UBS Arena. 

Bonus Notes: 

 By setting up both the game-tying and game-
winning goals, Tony DeAngelo now becomes the 
single-season record holder for most assists by a 
defenseman with 41. He passes Joni Pitkanen, who 
had 40 during the 2009-10 campaign. 

 With the two-point performance, DeAngelo also sets 
the single-season record for most points in a 
season by a Canes defenseman (51). 

 Jaccob Slavin played a game-high 27:12 today. 

 Carolina's defenseman combined for 17 out of their 
29 shots today. 

 When all was said and done, Kochetkov made 17 
saves to earn the win in his debut. 

 The Canes now move to 51-20-8, holding on to first 
place in the Metropolitan Division.
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Preview: Canes at Islanders 

Carolina gets right back to work fewer than 24 hours after a 
thrilling overtime victory in New Jersey 

By Walt Ruff 

ELMONT, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes make their first-
ever trip to UBS Arena Sunday, home of the New York 
Islanders. 

When: Sunday, April 24, 1 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 51-20-8 (110 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Win (OT) over the New Jersey Devils 
on Saturday, April 24. 

Islanders Record: 35-33-10 (80 Points, 5th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Islanders Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the Buffalo Sabres on 
Saturday, April 24. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:   

 Thursday, October 14: Canes win 6-3 in the season 
opener for both teams. 

 Friday, April 8: Both teams score in the final minute 
of regulation, Islanders win 2-1. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes trailed 2-0 with 4:37 remaining in 
regulation Saturday. They won 3-2 in overtime. A normally 
potent offense was held calm for most of the day by New 
Jersey, who was able to take a two-goal lead in Pyotr 
Kochetkov's NHL debut. Things looked bleak for Carolina 
heading into the final media timeout of the afternoon, but just 
24 seconds later, a Brady Skjei shot from the wall hit off of a 
Devils defender and went in. 2:40 later, Nino Niederreiter put 
home the rebound from a Tony DeAngelo shot to force 
overtime. With the home team stunned, it took just Seth 
Jarvis 99 seconds into the three-on-three to put a bow on the 
victory. 

History For Tony D: Setting up both the game-tying and 
game-winning goals on Saturday, Tony DeAngelo picked up 
his 40th and 41st assists of the year, as well as his 50th and 
51st points of the season. It is the first time in Canes history 
a defenseman has had 41 assists and 51 points in a season, 
etching new single-season highs for the organization. 

Runnin' With Rants: Antti Raanta earned a second 
consecutive win Thursday against the Jets, stopping 20 out 
of 22. With Frederik Andersen out of the lineup until at least 
next week with a lower-body injury, "Rants" will likely have 
the nod today with Kochetkov having started yesterday. Thus 
far this year he is 14-5-4 with a .912 save percentage (SV%). 

Hot Hands: Two of Saturday's goal scorers, Brady Skjei and 
Seth Jarvis, now enter today on four-game point streaks. 

So, What's The Plan?: After yesterday's win, the Canes got 
some help from the Boston Bruins, who beat the Rangers by 
a score of 3-1. That means Carolina now has a two-point 
advantage over New York in the standings, with both teams 
having three games to go. In simplest terms, if the Canes win 
today and Tuesday against the Rangers, they will lock up the 
2022 Metropolitan Division Championship. There are other 
avenues to get it done, but Carolina controls their own 
destiny at this point. 

A Look At The Other Side: The Islanders suffered a 
disappointing defeat to Buffalo yesterday, with a three-goal 
second period turning out to be the difference. Yesterday 
was the fourth consecutive loss for New York, with the first 
three coming to Toronto, Florida and the Rangers. 
Goaltending has been a strong suit for the Islanders most of 
the season, given that they rank inside the top ten for 
average goals allowed per game. Ilya Sorokin, who did play 
yesterday, and his .926 SV% ranks only behind Igor 
Shesterkin of the Rangers. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Jesper Fast is one point shy of 200 
for his career. Teuvo Teravainen is one goal shy of 100 as a 
member of the team. Sebastian Aho is two points shy of 400 
for his NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters today.
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Hurricanes rally past Devils, sit alone in first in Metropolitan 

Jarvis scores at 1:39 of OT, Kochetkov makes 17 saves for 
first NHL win 

By Mike G. Morreale 

NEWARK, N.J. -- Seth Jarvis scored 1:39 into overtime for 
the Carolina Hurricanes, who moved into sole possession of 
first place in the Metropolitan Division with a 3-2 win against 
the New Jersey Devils at Prudential Center on Saturday.  

"I was a little scared because I thought the goalie saved it, 
but once I saw the ref point and [Tony DeAngelo's] 
celebration, I was pumped," Jarvis said. "That's a really cool 
feeling." 

Jarvis took a pass from DeAngelo and scored on a wrist shot 
from the right face-off circle on a 3-on-1 to complete the 
comeback for the Hurricanes, who were down 2-0 with less 
than five minutes remaining. 

"We always think we have a chance to win it, [Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour] preaches that and our leadership 
group come behind us and really helps us out," Jarvis said. 
"Especially when you're down two with five minutes left ... it's 
a little bit tough. But to be able to come back like that just 
says a lot about our team, about our group inside the locker." 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves in his NHL debut for 
Carolina (51-20-8), which has won three straight.  

The Hurricanes are two points ahead of the New York 
Rangers for first in the division. New York lost 3-1 at the 
Boston Bruins on Saturday.  

"I think you come out at the start of season, and you say, 
'We want to be the best,'" Brind'Amour said. "So that's still 
the goal." 

Yegor Sharangovich had a goal and an assist, and Jon 
Gillies made 26 saves in his first start since March 31 for the 
Devils (27-43-8), who are 3-2-2 in their past seven games.  

"I thought we had a couple of good opportunities, but we 
knew we were going to have to play a tight game," New 
Jersey coach Lindy Ruff said. "We couldn't trade chances 
with them. I thought we had them where we could beat 
them." 

Brady Skjei scored with 4:36 remaining in the third to cut it to 
2-1 on a shot from the left face-off circle that deflected off the 
left leg of Devils defenseman Kevin Bahl. 

"That's kind of what we're taught as a team (to get pucks on 
net)," Skjei said. "As defensemen, we want to get as many 
pucks to the net as we can, even if it's not on net. You never 
know what'll happen, if it goes off the leg or someone tips it." 

Nino Niederreiter tied it 2-2 with 1:56 left, scoring on a 
rebound in front with Kochetkov pulled for the extra skater. 

Sharangovich scored a power-play goal off a deflection in 
front to give New Jersey a 1-0 lead at 15:43 of the first 
period. 

Nico Hischier scored on a snap shot from the left face-off 
circle for a 2-0 lead at 8:30 of the third period. 

"We played a solid game and didn't give them much but at 
the end, they are a good team," Hischier said. "They were 
pushing to the end; we could learn from that. We can't panic. 
We're going to have to play smart." 

Kochetkov stopped Jesper Boqvist on a breakaway 9:20 into 
the third to keep the Hurricanes within 2-0. 

"The locker room was electric (after the game)," Jarvis said. 
"[Kochetkov is] funny because he doesn't quite speak 
English. So for him, it's awesome. We made him do a 
speech, and he kind of muttered out, 'Thanks'. You can just 
tell how excited he was just by his huge smile." 

Jarvis said the Hurricanes have the potential for a long run in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

"I think all our lines bring something different, but the main 
thing is, we all bring energy," he said. "We all bring speed 
and then our defensemen are elite ... all of them. So, that's 
kind of a recipe for a long run." 

NOTES: Skjei established an NHL career high in goals (nine) 
in his seventh season. He had eight with the Rangers in 
2018-19 and 2019-20. ... Boqvist had an assist to extend his 
NHL career-high point streak to four games (three goals, one 
assist). ... Forward Nolan Foote played 5:10 in his third game 
this season for the Devils, and first since Jan. 8. … The 
Devils were 0-for-29 on the power play in their previous 11 
games. … DeAngelo set the Hurricanes record for assists by 
a defenseman in a single season (41). … Kochetkov became 
the fourth goalie to win his NHL debut with the 
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers and first since David Ayres 
(Feb. 22, 2020).
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Hurricanes rally to beat Devils 3-2 in OT, win 3rd straight 

By Tom Canavan 

NEWARK, N.J. (AP) — For 55 minutes against the lowly 
New Jersey Devils, the Carolina Hurricanes were in danger 
of seeing their chances at winning the Metropolitan Division 
take a major hit. 

A couple of lucky bounces, a never-give-up attitude and 
good games from a pair of rookies changed that. 

Rookie Seth Jarvis scored at 1:39 of overtime off a nice 
assist by defenseman Tony DeAngelo and the Hurricanes 
rallied from a late two-goal deficit to beat the Devils 3-2 on 
Saturday. 

“We always think we have a chance to win it,” Jarvis said. 
“Every game that starts from Roddy (coach Rod 
Brind’Amour) kind of peaching that.” 

The Hurricanes’ third straight win gave them 110 points and 
a two-point lead in the division. They started the day tied for 
first place with the New York Rangers, who were beaten 3-1 
by Boston later in th afternoon. The Hurricanes and Rangers 
each have three games left in the regular season. 

“We’re going to have to play a great team in the playoffs, so I 
think it’s just good for the group to know when we’re down 
and we’re not playing our best we can still find a way,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s what we’ll take out of this game.” 

Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves for 
Carolina in winning his NHL debut.  

“He did a great job and he made some huge saves for us, he 
looked very confident back there,” said defenseman Brady 
Skjei, who started the comeback with a goal on a shot that 
deflected off Devils defenseman Kevin Bahl. “It was a great 
start to his career and we’re really happy for him.” 

Carolina tied the game at 2-all on third-period goals by Skjei 
and Nino Niederreiter in the final five minutes. 

Yegor Sharangovich and Nico Hischier staked the Devils to a 
2-0 lead. Jon Gillies, who was minutes away from his first 
NHL shutout, made 26 saves for New Jersey in his first start 
in a month. 

Skjei cut the margin to 2-1 on a shot that deflected past 
Gillies at 15:24. Niederreiter lifted a rebound over the 
journeyman goaltender with 1:56 left in regulation. 

Sharangovich opened the scoring with 4:17 left in the second 
period, tipping a shot by Jesper Boqvist past Kochetkov. It 
snapped a 0-for-30 streak on the Devils’ power play that 
covered the last 11-plus games. 

Hischier seemed to give the Devils breathing room when he 
snapped a shot from the left circle past Kochetkov at 8:30 of 
the third period. 

“As hard as we worked, and as much we put into it, it’s a 
painful, painful lesson about bringing pucks back into the 
zone and taking care of it and the intensity of winning the 
wall battles in the last three or four minutes,” Devils coach 
Lindy Ruff said. “Mistakes that, you know, you going to have 
to learn from and and live through.” 

The 22-year-old Kochetkov has had a odd season. He 
played in 23 KHL games. When his team didn’t make the 
playoffs, the 2019 second-round draft pick went to the AHL 
and posted an 13-1-1 record with Chicago. He was called up 
recently after Frederik Anderson was hurt and got to play 
after backing up Antti Raanta for two games. 

“We’ve had a lot of these games earlier this year,” Hischier 
said. “So at some point it, it should click. ... We need to find a 
way to win.” 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: At New York Islanders on Sunday. 

Devils: Finish three-game homestand against Detroit on 
Sunday.
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New York faces Carolina, aims to break 4-game skid 

Carolina Hurricanes (51-20-8, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
New York Islanders (35-33-10, fifth in the Metropolitan) 

Elmont; Sunday, 1 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Islanders +135, Hurricanes 
-159; over/under is 5.5 

BOTTOM LINE: New York will try to break its four-game 
losing streak when the Islanders play Carolina. 

The Islanders are 13-8-2 against Metropolitan opponents. 
New York averages 8.9 penalty minutes per game, the ninth-
most in the Eastern Conference. Zdeno Chara leads the 
team serving 83 total minutes. 

The Hurricanes are 14-8-1 against opponents from the 
Metropolitan. Carolina is eighth in the NHL averaging 5.8 
assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 0.7. 

New York took down Carolina 2-1 in the last meeting 
between these teams on April 8. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Adam Pelech leads the Islanders with 
a plus-18 in 74 games this season. Brock Nelson has four 
goals over the last 10 games for New York. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 36 goals and has 
78 points. Jordan Staal has nine goals and two assists over 
the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Islanders: 3-6-1, averaging 2.5 goals, 3.7 
assists, 4.3 penalties and 10.8 penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.5 goals per game with an .899 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 6-4-0, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.7 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 8.6 penalty minutes while allowing three goals 
per game with an .878 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Islanders: Scott Mayfield: out (lower-body), Jean-
Gabriel Pageau: day to day (health and safety protocols), Cal 
Clutterbuck: out for season (shoulder), Anthony Beauvillier: 
day to day (upper body). 

Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi: day to day (undisclosed), Jordan Staal: day to 
day (upper body).
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Canes mount late comeback, Kochetkov wins NHL debut 

The Carolina Hurricanes scored two goals in the final five 
minutes of regulation to force overtime Saturday in New 
Jersey, as a Seth Jarvis winner earned Pyotr Kochetkov the 
win in his NHL debut.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

For 55 minutes Saturday afternoon in the Prudential Center, 
the Carolina Hurricanes just didn’t seem to have it.  

The Canes’ offense stagnated through the first two and a half 
periods, creating very little in the way of meaningful chances 
as the New Jersey Devils built up a 2-0 lead thanks to Yegor 
Sharangovich and Nico Hischier.  

But then the tide turned for the Hurricanes, as Brady Skjei 
and Nino Niederreiter scored just 2:40 apart in the final five 
minutes of regulation to force overtime and earn Carolina at 
least one point in the standings.  

And then in the extra period, Tony DeAngelo made a 
phenomenal play to jump a passing lane and keep the puck 
in the offensive zone for the Canes. DeAngelo served one up 
on a platter for Seth Jarvis, who blasted home the game-
winning goal.  

And while the comeback and overtime win were huge, the 
biggest story of the day for the Hurricanes was the 
successful NHL debut of goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov.  

Kochetkov stopped 17 of 19 shots faced in his first taste of 
NHL action, including a huge one-on-one save on Jesper 
Boqvist in the third period to keep the Canes’ deficit at just 2-
0. Kochetkov became the first Hurricanes’ goalie to win on 
his debut since Dave Ayres, and the first actually rostered 
goalie to win his NHL debut with the Hurricanes since Justin 
Peters did it in 2010.  

The first 20 minutes were pretty much what you’d expect in a 
12:30 puck drop, as neither team really got much going in a 
rather uneventful first period.  

Kochetkov was challenged early and made a nice little flurry 
of saves to get his feet wet in the NHL, and then he went 
through a long, long period without facing much from the 
Devils.  

New Jersey did get a power play late in the frame as Vincent 
Trocheck sat for tripping, and a stickhandling miscue from 
Kochetkov led to a chance for New Jersey. The Devils 
couldn’t capitalize, though, and the team’s headed to the first 
break scoreless.  

Most of the second period was exactly like the first, with 
neither team creating much at all. The Canes did ring the 

post on a power play early in the frame, but couldn’t convert 
for a goal with the man advantage.  

Things opened up late in the period as a pair of penalties led 
to some special teams action. First it was the Canes getting 
called for too many men, and New Jersey’s struggling power 
play found a goal to open up the scoring.  

The Devils got plenty of traffic in front of Kochetkov and 
Jesper Boqvist got a shot through. Sharangovich was there 
in the shooting lane to tip it in past Kochetkov, the first goal 
given up for the young Russian netminder.  

Immediately after the Devils opened the scoring on the 
power play, the Canes got their second man advantage of 
the period on a faceoff violation against the Devils. The 
Hurricanes couldn’t convert on the power play once again, 
though Jaccob Slavin had a prime chance robbed by John 
Gillies right after the two minutes expired.  

The Canes still couldn’t really get it going in the third period, 
and the Devils made it 2-0 thanks to their captain. Briefly 
after the end of a 4-on-4 segment, Hischier skated the puck 
into the zone and unleashed a nasty wrister from the circle 
as Skjei played loosely off of him.  

After the Hurricanes successfully killed off an Ian Cole 
penalty, they got on the board with some good forechecking 
pressure and a fortunate bounce. After the Canes couldn’t 
convert on a scramble in front of the net, Niederreiter put 
good pressure on Dougie Hamilton in the corner to win the 
puck back.  

The puck made its way to Skjei, who rifled it in towards the 
net where Jesper Fast and Niederreiter were looking for the 
deflection. What happened was a great bounce for the 
Canes, as Skjei’s shot hit a New Jersey skater and deflected 
past Gillies.  

Then just 2:40 after Skjei opened the Canes’ scoring, 
Niederreiter got to the front of the net again and tied things 
up at 2-2. Literal seconds after Carolina pulled Kochetkov for 
the extra skater, Slavin fired from the point and created a 
heavy rebound for Niederreiter to clean up on the far side.  

The Canes went to overtime where Jarvis one it, earning the 
first career win for Kochetkov in pretty memorable fashion. 
Along with the win, Kochetkov also got his first postgame 
hugs from Slavin and Trocheck. 

The Canes will be right back at it Sunday afternoon against 
the Islanders.

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Skjei, Jarvis on OT win in Jersey 
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The Carolina Hurricanes mounted a late comeback and 
picked up two points in overtime Saturday in New Jersey, 
earning rookie netminder Pyotr Kochetkov the win in his first 
NHL game.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

It wasn’t the most complete effort to say the least, but the 
Carolina Hurricanes went to New Jersey Saturday and 
picked up two points with a 3-2 overtime win over the Devils.  

The Canes scored two goals in the final five minutes of 
regulation to tie things up and force overtime, as Brady Skjei 
and Nino Niederreiter beat John Gillies, who played an 
incredible game.  

Then in the extra period, Tony DeAngelo made a great play 
to retrieve the puck and tee up Seth Jarvis, who blasted 
home the game winner.  

In net for the Canes’ was NHL debutant Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who got his first NHL win with a 17-save performance.  

Following the victory, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Niederreiter, Skjei and Jarvis spoke with members of the 
media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Kochetkov’s performance and breakaway save in the 
third period: You can’t fault him on the first one. Through two 
periods he didn’t have a lot of action. I think he’d probably 
like to have the second one back, but like you said the game 
is probably done if they get that third one. He made two 
really quality saves after it was 2-0 that kept us in the game 
and obviously gave us a chance.  

On playing with a playoff mindset: You can’t manufacture 
that. It’s a long year. You say the right things and all the 
players have the right intentions, but it’s just hard. It’s hard to 
play that way every night, especially when you know whether 
you win or lose, it’s human nature, but we’re going to be 
playing in a week. We came off it a little bit tonight, for sure. 
But we still found a way, so that says a lot about the group.  

On the difference in the third: We weren’t very good in the 
third, and then all of a sudden with five minutes to go we had 
a couple shifts led by Jordan [Staal]’s line. They always 
seem to be the catalyst. Finally kind of got to how we wanted 
to play. We knew they were hunkering down. They had five 
guys smothering the puck in their end. We needed to get 
pucks through to the net. That was the game plan going in, 
and we didn’t execute it very well until the last couple of 
minutes.  

On DeAngelo hitting a little bit of a lull but producing again: 
That’s you guys just looking at stat sheets for numbers. He’s 
been in the offense every night. He’s had countless grade-As 
over the last stretch. So, he’s always involved in the offense. 
Now he’s got a couple of assists and guys connected, but 
he’s been creating offense all year.  

On Skjei’s goal being the prime example of just getting the 
puck on net: Well, that’s what they were giving us. The tops 
were open. They were trying to block the shots. Eventually if 
you shoot enough, you’re going to get some bounces. We 

didn’t do enough of that for two and a half periods. But if you 
do it enough, you’ll get a bounce here and there.  

On Kochetkov giving a little speech in the locker room: It’s a 
great moment for him. You play this game in the NHL, it’s 
special. Especially that first game. He’ll remember this 
forever, especially with the way this game ended up. I’m not 
really sure what he said, nobody really does. But it was a 
nice moment for us.  

On Jarvis’ game-winning goal: We were kind of lucky. They 
were gone. His guy was gone. It was Tony who made the 
play. He jumped in front of the pass, otherwise it’s a two-on-
one going the other way. That’s what overtime does. If you 
go for it and it doesn’t happen, you’re giving up an odd-man 
rush at your net. Obviously he got the result.  

On the importance of this win: Ask me in a week, right? We 
may look back and go ‘it didn’t matter’. Or it’ll be ‘wow, that 
was a great win that got us this.’ I don’t know what it’s going 
to get us. We’re going to have to play some great team in the 
playoffs. It’s just good for the group to know when we’re 
down in these little moments, not playing your best, and still 
find a way, that’s what we’ll take from this game.  

On if finishing first in the Metro has a lot of significance: 
Maybe. You come out at the start of the season and say that 
you want to be the best, so that’s still the goal.  

Nino Niederreiter 

On sticking with it: Yeah, absolutely. It definitely wasn’t our 
best game. We put ourselves in a hole, and I think that’s 
something we’ve got to learn from. But we stuck to our 
game, and eventually the bounces went in. Happy we won. 

On Kochetkov’s day: He was terrific. It’s definitely not easy 
for him coming here. He doesn’t speak any English. He was 
terrific in there. I’m very happy we got that win for him. That’s 
a big win for him.  

On Jarvis’ consistency as a rookie: He’s getting better and 
better each and every night. You can tell he feels more and 
more comfortable. He’s still learning, and he does a fantastic 
job with it.  

On his goal: To be honest, I don’t even remember exactly it 
went down, but I knew I had to go to the net. It was a lot of 
traffic and luckily it came to my side, and I had a chance to 
bang it home.  

On the difference in the third period: We knew we had to get 
the win. If we want to get first in our division we’ve got to win 
every single night because the Rangers are not sleeping. We 
just knew it was important to get the win.  

On the importance of this road trip: Definitely huge. It’s 
probably going to come right down to the wire with who is 
going to take first place in our division, and we’ve just got to 
focus on recovering tonight for a big game tomorrow.  

Brady Skjei 

On just sticking with it: Yeah, definitely. That’s kind of our 
MO all year. If we have a little adversity or we’re down in a 
game, I feel like we don’t panic at all. We know if we play the 
way we know how to play and create some chances, it’s nice 
to see a couple go in. The overtime goal was huge, too.  
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On getting the win for Kochetkov: Yeah, that was great. It’s 
obviously a big moment for him in his career. We wanted to 
play well in front of him. He did a great job. I think he made 
some huge saves for us. He looked very confident back 
there. It was a great start to his career, and we’re really 
happy for him.  

On him hitting a career high in goals: Yeah, I’ll take it. You 
set goals every year, and you always try to up the totals in 
that department. I’ve got to see a replay, but I don’t even 
know how it went in. We’ll take it. I’m just trying to keep 
getting pucks to the net.  

On his goal being a prime example of needing to just get 
pucks to the net: Yeah, that’s kind of what we’re taught. As a 
D-man, we want to get as many pucks to the net as we can. 
Even if it’s not on net, you never know what’s going to 
happen if it goes off a leg or one of our guys tips it. I’m just 
trying to create some chaos in front of the net.  

On the mindset of the team after going down 2-0: Obviously 
we were a little bit upset, but all year our team has been so 
good, so no one gets too rattled. It’s always pretty even keel. 
We know if we play the way our system is set up, then we’ll 
get some chances. And obviously we capitalized big tonight.  

On what changed in the third period: We just got to our 
game. I think we forechecked really well. Whenever our 
forecheck is on and us D are pinching to keep plays alive, I 
think that’s when we’re at our best. It seems like that kind of 
tilted the ice in the third, and we had a few nice bounces. A 
great comeback.  

Seth Jarvis 

On sticking with it: You’re exactly right. We always think we 
have a chance to win it every game. It starts from 
[Brind’Amour] kind of preaching that. Our leadership comes 
behind us and really helps us out with not losing confidence 
in what we’re supposed to do. When you’re down 2-0 with 
little time left it’s always tough, but to be able to come back 
like that just says a lot about our team and our group.  

On his emotions on the game winner: I was a little scared. I 
thought the goalie saved it. So, once I saw the ref went in 
and Tony celebrating, I was pumped. It’s a really cool feeling. 
And it’s definitely a bigger goal than just mine for [Kochetkov] 
to get that win. He played so well for us the whole game, so 
to get that makes it a lot sweeter.  

On the atmosphere for Kochetkov in the locker room after 
the game: It was electric. Everyone was super happy. It’s 
funny because he doesn’t quite speak very much English, so 
for him it’s awesome. Everyone was super pumped for him. 
We had him do a little speech and he kind of muttered out 
thanks. You could just tell how excited he was with a huge 
smile and everything. It was just awesome to see him like 
that and to get that win for him. 

On when he started feeling more comfortable: I think when I 
got scratched for those three games a couple months ago, 
maybe a month ago, I think that really helped me. I was kind 
of struggling to find my game and what I needed to do out 
there, and I think coming back I based it all on ‘I better bring 
energy.’ That’s how my game is going to be. To find that, and 
then obviously to start scoring built confidence.  

On if he’s hit a wall at any point: I hit a wall for a while. I think 
I went about 18 games without a goal. I was struggling, for 
sure. The time off, it really motivated me. No one likes not 
playing. I was pissed off. So to come back in, I wanted to 
make sure I made an impact. That’s what I try to do every 
night.  

On what makes Carolina a team that could have a long run 
in the playoffs: I just think our versatility. All of our lines bring 
something different, but I think the main thing is we all bring 
energy. [Staal]’s line is a big, heavy line. They can create, 
like you saw out there. They had those two goals that were 
huge for us. And then we have my line with [Sebastian Aho 
and Teuvo Teravainen]. We can kind of play fast. That’s a 
big thing. All of our lines have speed, have someone who 
can skate. And then our D-men are elite, all of them. That’s 
kind of the recipe.
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Carolina Hurricanes at New York Islanders: Game Preview, Lineups and Discussion 

The Hurricanes continue to inch toward a division title as 
they pay their first visit to the Islanders’ new digs. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Carolina Hurricanes (51-20-8) at New York Islanders (35-33-
10) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 80 
Sunday, April 24, 2022 – 1:00 p.m. ET 
UBS Arena – Elmont, N.Y. 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Lighthouse Hockey  

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The NHL schedule always has strange quirks, but this might 
be among the weirdest: the New York Islanders opened their 
new arena on November 20, 2021. Five months later, in the 
final week of the regular season, the Carolina Hurricanes - a 
division rival! - become the last of the NHL’s other 31 teams 
to play a game at UBS Arena. The entire Western 
Conference played here before the Hurricanes did. Figure 
that one out. 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Islanders 

Record 51-20-8 35-33-10 

Goals/Game 3.32 2.74 

Goals Against/Game 2.43 2.79 

Shots/Game 34.08 28.87 

Face Off Win % 53.8% 51.3% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.1% (10th) 19.8% (20th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.1% (1st) 84.2% (4th) 

ES Corsi For % 56.17% 46.09% 

ES PDO 100.54 101.18 

PIM/Game 09:15 08:51 

Goaltender #1 

Category Antti Raanta Ilya Sorokin 

Category Antti Raanta Ilya Sorokin 

Record 14-5-4 25-17-8 

Save % .912 .926 

GAA 2.44 2.38 

Goaltender #2 

Category Pyotr Kochetkov Semyon Varlamov 

Record 1-0-0 9-16-2 

Save % .895 .910 

GAA 2.00 2.98 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes and Islanders have split the first two 
games of the season series, both played in Raleigh. 
Most recently, the Hurricanes did a fantastic 
Carolina Panthers impersonation on Panthers Night 
two weeks ago, giving their fans hope with a late 
Vincent Trocheck goal before surrendering the 
game-winner to Kyle Palmieri with 14 seconds 
remaining. 

 Speaking of pulling something out of nothing, the 
Hurricanes’ overtime winner in Newark yesterday 
dropped their magic number to win the Metropolitan 
Division down to four, helped by the Rangers’ loss 
to the Bruins. A win over the Islanders tonight won’t 
wrap up the division, but it would force the Rangers 
to run the table in their final three games 
(Hurricanes, Canadiens and Capitals, all at MSG) to 
prevent the Hurricanes from hanging a banner. 

 Pyotr Kochetkov, you may have heard, posted a 
comeback win in his first NHL game yesterday. He’ll 
ride the bench this afternoon, with Antti Raanta 
making his first appearance against the Islanders 
this season. 

 The Hurricanes have three chances to tie their 
franchise record for wins (52) and points (112) in a 
season, both set in the 2005-06 season. The 
Islanders provide what could be inviting opposition, 
with the Canes’ loss two weeks ago snapping a 
five-game Carolina winning streak in the series. 

 To record that win, though, they’ll have to overcome 
some struggles in the back half of back-to-backs. 
The Hurricanes are finishing their 14th and final set 
of games on consecutive days this season, and so 
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far they’re 5-5-3 in the second game of a back-to-
back. 

Projected Lines 

Hurricanes 

Teuvo Teravainen - Sebastian Aho - Seth Jarvis 
Andrei Svechnikov - Vincent Trocheck - Martin Necas 
Nino Niederreiter - Jordan Staal - Jesper Fast 
Jordan Martinook - Max Domi - Steven Lorentz 

Jaccob Slavin - Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei - Brett Pesce 
Brendan Smith - Ian Cole 

Antti Raanta 
Pyotr Kochetkov 

Injuries and Scratches: Frederik Andersen (lower body), 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi (upper body), Ethan Bear (healthy), 
Derek Stepan (healthy) 

Islanders 

Anders Lee - Brock Nelson - Josh Bailey 
Zach Parise - Mathew Bazal - Kyle Palmieri 
Kieffer Bellows - Otto Koivula - Oliver Wahlstrom 
Matt Martin - Casey Cizikas - Ross Johnston 

Adam Pelech - Ryan Pulock 
Zdeno Chara - Noah Dobson 
Sebastian Aho - Andy Greene 

Semyon Varlamov 
Ilya Sorokin 

Injuries and Scratches: J.G. Pageau (Covid protocol), 
Anthony Beauvillier (upper body), Scott Mayfield (lower 
body), Cal Clutterbuck (IR shoulder), Kenneth Appleby 
(healthy), Grant Hutton (healthy) 

Today’s Officials 
Referees: Ghislain Hebert #22, Corey Syvret #23 
Linesmen: Dan Kelly #98, Devin Berg #97

 

 

 

 

Canes pull off late comeback against New Jersey, Kochetkov wins in NHL debut  

By Bryan Pyrtle 

The Carolina Hurricanes pulled victory from the jaws of 
defeat with a 3-2 win against the New Jersey Devils on 
Saturday, April 23. The Canes netted two goals in the final 
five minutes to force overtime and later secure two crucial 
points in the Metro division title race. 

A handful of key performers took the reins in the Carolina 
(51-20-8) comeback including goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who made 17 saves in his NHL debut against New Jersey 
(27-43-8). After allowing a goal in the second period and 
early in the third, Kochetkov anchored down to make some 
big saves down the stretch and ultimately earn his first 
career win. 

“It was great,” said defenseman Brady Skjei. “It's obviously a 
big moment for him and his career and we wanted to play 
well in front of him. He did a great job; I think he made some 
huge saves for us. He looked very confident back there. It 
was a great start to his career and we're really happy for 
him.” 

On the other end of the ice, Jon Gillies had an impressive 
game of his own for New Jersey. Gillies and the Devils 
stonewalled the Canes for just over 55 minutes with some 
stellar saves, but couldn’t hold on for the full 60. 

Carolina looked pedestrian in the offensive zone for much of 
the game, but Skjei initiated the comeback just in time. With 
4:36 to go, Skjei threw a shot towards the net that deflected 
off a Devils defenseman and past Gillies. 

From there, the Canes continued to ramp up the pressure by 
peppering more pucks on the New Jersey net. With 1:56 left 
in regulation, right wing Nino Niederreiter pounced on a 
rebound and punched it into the net for the equalizer. 

Center Seth Jarvis completed the come-from-behind victory 
with his fourth game-winning goal of the season. New Jersey 
turned the puck over in its own zone, allowing defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo to find Jarvis, who deposited the puck just 
inside the post for the goal and the win. 

“We always think we have a chance to win it, every game,” 
Jarvis said. “... When you’re down two with little time left it’s 
always tough, but to be able to come back like that I think 
says a lot about our team and about our group inside the 
locker room.” 

With three games left until the playoffs, the Hurricanes will 
stay in the tri-state area as they head to New York to take on 
the Islanders on Sunday, April 24 before a critical showdown 
with the Rangers on Tuesday, April 26. With the Canes and 
the Rangers neck-and-neck in the race for the top spot in the 
Metro division, these last few games will be crucial for 
finalizing the playoff seeding. 

“You come out at the start of the season and you say ‘we 
want to be the best,’ so that's still the goal,” said head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. 

Puck drop between the Hurricanes and the Islanders is set 
for 1 p.m.
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Wolves win the battle, but… 

The Admirals become first team to score 3 power-play goals 
vs. Wolves this year  

The Milwaukee Admirals took advantage of a major penalty 
in the third period to score two power-play goals that 
provided a 3-1 victory over the Chicago Wolves Saturday 
night at Allstate Arena. 

Forward Josh Leivo scored for the Wolves (47-15-5-5), who 
remain in the hunt for the AHL’s best record that provides 
home-ice advantage throughout the Calder Cup Playoffs. 
The Central Division champions played without AHL goal-
scoring king Stefan Noesen, who rested for the first time in 
three months. 

“They won the game from (the goals on the major),” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We’ll work on it and 
make some adjustments. It’s just hard because you lose 
some guys because we were resting some tonight. It’ll be 
different when playoffs come.” 

The Wolves opened the scoring exactly six minutes into the 
game as captain Andrew Poturalski won a draw in the 
offensive zone and shoveled it directly to Leivo at the inside 
hashmarks. He ripped a wrister that sneaked through 
goaltender Connor Ingram’s five-hole for his 21st goal of the 
season. 

The Admirals (38-27-5-4) pulled even on Brayden Burke’s 
power-play goal at 8:14 of the second, but Wolves 
goaltender Dylan Wells rejected Kole Sherwood on a penalty 
shot at 9:02 of the third to preserve the tie. 

Shortly thereafter, though, the Admirals took advantage of a 
major penalty to score two more power-play goals. Cole 
Schneider gave Milwaukee the lead at 11:22 of the third, 
then defenseman Alex Biega came through at 13:49 to make 
it 3-1. It marked the first time this season that the Wolves 
gave up three power-play tallies. 

Ingram (30-17-7) stopped 28 shots to pick up the win while 
Wells (0-1-1) finished with 26 saves in his second 
appearance for the Wolves this season. 

“I thought Dylan was really, really good,” Warsofsky said. 
“Sharp. I feel bad. We should have given him a better 
chance to win the hockey game. He did everything he could. 
Made some huge saves in the second period.” 

The Wolves host the Grand Rapids Griffins at 3 p.m. Sunday 
for Papa Johns Family Sunday, which features several fun 
activities for the whole family. The first 5,000 fans to enter 
Allstate Arena receive a set of Wolves Trading Cards 
courtesy of Vienna Beef. To find the best ticket deals, 
contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

 

  

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260674837.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/jarvis-scores-ot-winner-to-give-kochetkov-win-in-nhl-debut/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-steal-dramatic-victory-in-kochetkovs-debut/c-333325460 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-islanders/c-333336812 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-jersey-devils-game-recap/c-333319368 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-jersey-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-32222f7a3a38fb1cc129ed84b1620d90 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-carolina-hurricanes-islanders-805ff7cddbcb4fd6aa5369344421ae5d 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/23/23038710/canes-mount-late-comeback-kochetkov-wins-nhl-debut 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/23/23038827/they-said-it-brindamour-niederreiter-skjei-jarvis-on-ot-win-in-jersey 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/24/23039238/carolina-hurricanes-at-new-york-islanders-game-preview-lineups-schedule-time-how-to-watch-
discussion 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-pull-off-late-comeback-against-new-jersey-kochetkov-wins-in-nhl-debut/article_8ea032be-c342-
11ec-b981-7b276fdf81a0.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/23/wolves-win-the-battle-but/ 
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Hurricanes rally, beat Devils in OT as rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov wins 
NHL debut 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

But Kochetkov was jumping around in celebration after the Canes rallied 
late in regulation to tie the score, then won 3-2 in overtime on a Seth 
Jarvis goal. His body language was all about being a very thrilled 22-
year-old, and he was quickly mobbed by some very happy teammates. 

The Canes trailed 2-0 in the third period, but Brady Skjei’s score with 
4:36 left in regulation and then a goal by Nino Niederreiter with 1:56 left 
tied it. Skjei had his shot go off New Jersey’’s Kevin Bahl and past goalie 
Jon Gillies, and Niederreiter jumped on a loose puck after Tony 
DeAngelo’s shot hit the Canes’ Jesper Fast in front moments after 
Kochetkov was pulled for a sixth attacker. 

It was on to overtime and Jarvis, who had the game-winner Thursday 
against Winnipeg, did it again. After pressure from Sebastian Aho forced 
a Devils turnover, Jarvis took a pass from DeAngelo and ripped a shot 
past a sliding Gillies at 1:39 of OT. 

The Canes collected the puck as a keepsake for Kochetkov, who finished 
with 17 saves and looked comfortable in the crease. Jarvis, with a smile, 
said Kochetkov “muttered out thank you” in the locker room after the 
game when asked to stand up and say a few words. 

“It was electric. Everyone was super happy, super pumped for him,” 
Jarvis said. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour noted Kochetkov made two quality saves 
after the Devils had taken a 2-0 lead. The biggest came on a third-period 
breakaway by Jesper Boqvist. 

“It’s a great moment for him,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s the NHL. It’s special. 
He’ll remember this forever, especially the way this game ended up.” 

The Canes believe they could have something special in the 6-foot-3, 
205-pound goalie from Penza, Russia. He was their fifth pick in the 
second round of 2019 NHL draft, 36th overall, and he has experience this 
season both in Russia’s KHL and the American Hockey League after 
coming to the Chicago Wolves. 

After the lower-body injury suffered by goalie Frederik Andersen last 
week at Colorado, Kochetkov was recalled from Chicago on an 
emergency basis. With the Canes playing the Devils and Islanders in a 
back-to-back, the decision was made to give Kochetkov his first start 
Saturday. 

“We’ll give him a shot and see what he’s all about,” Brind’Amour said. 

Kochetkov had a slow first period, facing six shots. He then allowed his 
first NHL goal in the second period on a Devils power play on a tip by 

Yegor Sharangovich. In the third, Nico Hischier beat him to the far side 
as New Jersey took the 2-0 lead. 

With Gillies playing well, making all the saves, it appeared Kochetkov’s 
first game might be memorable only as his NHL debut. But the Canes’ 
forecheck finally produced some better offensive chances in the third. 

“It felt like we tilted the ice a little bit in the third and had some few nice 
bounces,” Skjei said. 

Canes goalie Antti Raanta created a buzz this week about Kochetkov. 
After his first look at the newcomer in a practice, Raanta said he was “a 
little bit of a Russian mix of Vasilevskiy and Bobrovsky.” 

Meaning Andrei Vasilevskiy of the Tampa Bay Lightning and Sergei 
Bobrovsky of the Florida Panthers. Meaning two former Vezina Trophy 
winners. That’s a high bar. 

Another scouting report came from Canes goaltending coach Paul 
Schonfelder said this week: 

“Just dynamic, big kid, covers a lot of net, can move quick east/west, 
good hands. He’s a big presence in net. He’s dynamic. A lot of these 
Russia-born goalies you see in the league, they have this dynamic edge 
to them. They’re not cookie-cutter. They can get outside that technical 
box and he has the ability to do that.” 

The Canes players seem to like him, calling him “Pete” or “Peter.” Andrei 
Svechnikov has helped him as best he can — Svechnikov as a translator 
in an interesting role reversal. 

“Svech is taking him under his wing,” Skjei said. 

Kochetkov was 13-1-1 in the AHL before the call-up. He was the league’s 
rookie of the month in March, helping the Wolves clinch another Central 
Division title in the AHL. 

Brind’Amour said he has not had much conversation with Kochetkov but 
said he only needed three words: “Stop the puck.” 
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Islanders' slide continues as rally falls short in loss to Sabres 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

4-5 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Tage Thompson scored his team-leading 37th goal 
during a three-goal, second-period surge, and the Buffalo Sabres 
defeated the New York Islanders 5-3 on Saturday in a game between two 
non-playoff teams. 
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Jeff Skinner, with his 33rd of the season, stuffed in Thompson’s rebound 
with 7:20 left to secure the win after Buffalo nearly squandered a 4-1 
third-period lead. Rasmus Dahlin, Casey Mittelstadt and Vinnie 
Hinostroza also scored, and Dustin Tokarski stopped 19 shots. 

The Sabres hung on for their fourth straight victory, the team’s best since 
a 10-game run in November 2018. 

“It’s something we can build confidence in. You come down late in games 
and those are the times when you need big plays,” Skinner said of the 
Sabres regaining their composure after Noah Dobson and Kieffer 
Bellows scored 1:37 apart to cut Buffalo’s lead to 4-3 with 9:38 
remaining. 

“You need to cut off momentum when it shifts in their direction,” Skinner 
added. “And tonight it was one of those things where they grabbed a little 
bit of momentum there in that stretch and we were able to grab it back 
quickly.” 

Coach Don Granato was especially impressed with how Skinner got 
under the Islanders’ skin early in the game by exchanging shoves with 
Zdeno Chara but maintained his focus by scoring a key goal. 

“We talk a lot about you don’t give your emotional energy to the other 
team,” Granato said. “And Skinner’s goal there pretty much sealed the 
game, and it came after all those what looked like individual altercations. 
He never lost sight of his responsibility to his teammates, to the system 
we play. He was ready to score a goal. So I love that.” 

Mathew Barzal snapped a 10-game goal drought by one-timing Noah 
Dobson’s pass into the left circle to tie the game at 1 with 2:51 left in the 
opening period. Ilya Sorokin stopped 30 shots in dropping to 1-3-1 in his 
past five starts. 

The under-performing and injury-depleted Islanders dropped to 0-3-1 in 
their past four in entering the final week of a season in which 
expectations had them making a deep playoff run to christen their newly 
built UBS Arena. Their season, however, was mostly undone by an 0-8-3 
skid spanning November and December. 

“It’s been a mentally challenging year,” Islanders coach Barry Trotz 
acknowledged before noting it shouldn’t be an excuse for how things 
unraveled in the second period. “We’re not a good enough team to say, 
`Hey, we can take the period off.′ We’re not gifted offensively like that. 
They responded in the third and got it to within a goal. And then we just 
have to hold them. We didn’t do it and we’re sitting here with a loss.” 

The Sabres, by comparison, are surging. They improved to 15-8-3 in 
their past 26 to close a season in which they’ve long been eliminated 
from playoff contention for an NHL-record 11th straight year. 

Thompson’s emergence as an offensive threat has been one of many 
bright spots for the Sabres, who are already looking ahead to building for 
next season with a roster that should return mostly intact. 

Dahlin, the 2018 draft’s No. 1 pick, scored the go-ahead goal by blasting 
in a shot from the blue line 1:17 into the second period. Thompson 
scored less than four minutes later by one-timing in Jacob Bryson’s pass 
into the left circle. 

Hinostroza capped the second-period run by faking a backhand and 
going forehand in flipping the puck inside the far right post while driving 
to the net off a no-look pass from Anders Bjork. 
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Islanders and Rangers alumni play a game for charity and good times 

 

By Denis P. GormanSpecial to Newsday 

Updated April 23, 2022 9:08 pm3-4 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

One of the recurring themes over the course of the near 50-year 
Rangers-Islanders rivalry is just how uniquely eccentric it has been. 

But even in a series that has been dotted with odd moments, this was 
strange. 

There weren’t any fights. Cross words were not uttered. Dirty looks were 
non-existent. Instead, this iteration of The Rivalry was remarkable for the 
smiles, the mutual respect, its good-naturedness.  

“The best part of the game, and [I’ve] said this so often, is the people," 
said former Ranger Adam Graves. "And not just on the guys on the ice or 
people on the ice, [but] just everyone, and when you can get together 
and celebrate the community, the hockey community of New York and 
support Northwell Health and their foundation and all the great things 
they do for families and kids, it’s a special treat." 

The Islanders Alumni outlasted the Rangers 9-8 in a shootout in the first 
Alumni Classic Saturday afternoon at Northwell Health Ice Center in East 
Meadow. 

The game, played as two 25-minute halves, was the centerpiece of an 
afternoon which included a meet-and-greet with the players and 
designed to raise money for the Northwell Health Foundation. With a 
sellout crowd of 1,500, that total came to $25,000. 

“We do stuff with both the Islanders and the Rangers,” Michael J. 
Dowling, the CEO of Northwell Health told Newsday. “For quite a number 
of years. There have been other kind of events in the past [and] this year 
they decided it would be a great thing if we had an alumni game with 
former Islanders and Rangers. This is the culmination.” 

Dowling said the idea for the game was conceived “last year,” but the 
actual process of making it a reality only took a “couple of months.” He 
added that he hoped it would become an annual event.  

 On Saturday the approach from both sides was similar. 

“We’re going to get a good laugh out there,” said Benoit Hogue, who 
recorded a hat trick in the win. “It’s for fun, for charity.” 

And to remember the losses both organizations have suffered this 
season. 

Alumni from both teams spoke about how the organizations have been 
affected by the deaths of franchise legends Rod Gilbert, Emile Francis, 
Mike Bossy, Clark Gillies and Jean Potvin.  

“Those gentlemen,” former Islander Steve Webb said, “they are icons 
and established hockey on Long Island and New York, and the New York 
metropolitan area. It’s why we have the fans we have today . . . We’re in 
for a big alumni weekend. It’s a lot more meaningful. When you get 
talking with guys and sharing their memories of their interaction with their 
teammates and their lives and their families, and how they interact with 
one another.  

“It’s pretty important [when] you get together and having your family and 
hockey family here . . . to have these conversations.”   

During the game, a white No. 22 Mike Bossy jersey hung behind the 
Islanders’ bench. 

“We all kind of [hugged] each other yesterday saying hello,” Hogue said. 
“The moment we have together we have to share that because we’re all 
getting older. And things happen. And it has been tough.” 
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At least the Bridgeport Islanders have made the playoffs 

 

By Andrew Grossandrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 23, 2022 5:06 pm3-3 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

BUFFALO — The Islanders will miss the playoffs for the first time since 
2018 but their Bridgeport affiliate qualified for the AHL postseason for the 
first time since 2019 with a 4-2 win over visiting Springfield on Friday 
night. 

Coach Barry Trotz said before Saturday’s 5-3 loss to the Sabres at 
KeyBank Center he could not answer whether any of the younger players 
on the Islanders’ roster — Kieffer Bellows or Oliver Wahlstrom — would 
join Bridgeport after the NHL season concludes. 

But he said whoever plays will be getting invaluable experience. 

“It’s important,” Trotz said. “I’m a big believer in, if you can win in the 
minors, those players are the guys that are coming up, they’re used to 
playing in the playoffs, they’re winners. They get that experience at a 
different level but still the experience of intense playoff hockey. You can’t 
take a break in playoff hockey.” 

What a pass! 

Noah Dobson had a goal and an assist as he continues to emerge as a 
star defenseman in his third season. 

That was most noticeable as he faked a shot from the right point, froze 
the Sabres defenders, and found Mathew Barzal open in the left circle 
with a pinpoint pass as the Islanders tied it at 1 at 17:09 of the first 
period. 

“It’s going to be fun to see him grow,” Barzal said. “I think he’s going to 
be one of the elite D-men in the league pretty soon.” 

Isles files 

Anthony Beauvillier (upper body) missed his second game and also will 
not be available Sunday against the Hurricanes at UBS Arena. Neither 
will Jean-Gabriel Pageau, associate coach Lane Lambert or assistant 
coach Jim Hiller, all who remain in COVID-19 protocol…A moment of 
silence was held for Hall of Famers Mike Bossy and Guy Lafleur…Casey 
Cizikas won 12-of-16 faceoffs and Brock Nelson won 11-of-17. 
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Sagging Islanders don't have enough in loss to Sabres 

 

By Andrew Grossandrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated April 23, 2022 4:46 pm4-4 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

BUFFALO — There’s no hiding the Islanders’ frustrated and exhausted 
mental state. 

A disappointing season is coming to a disappointing conclusion with 
some disappointing performances, the latest being Saturday afternoon’s 
5-3 loss to the Sabres at KeyBank Center. 

“It’s been a mentally challenging year through a lot of stuff,” coach Barry 
Trotz said. “We’ve got a week left here. Let’s just play with the 

professionalism and the integrity that you need night in and night out as 
professionals to try and win some hockey games. We’ve got to go the 
distance. We’re not a good enough team to say we can take a period off.” 

Neither team is playoff bound, unlike the Islanders’ final three opponents 
over four more games. But the Sabres simply skated past the Islanders, 
playing 10 games over 16 days to finish the regular season and without 
Jean-Gabriel Pageau (COVID-19) and Anthony Beauvillier (upper body). 
They simply had no legs for long stretches, particularly in the Sabres’ 
three-goal, second period. 

“I mean, you can imagine how we’re feeling,” said Mathew Barzal, who 
tied the game at 1 at 17:09 of the first period off defenseman Noah 
Dobson’s elite-level feed. “Back-to-back playoff runs. Out of the playoffs. 
It’s not easy, mentally, to come back…We’re not happy. We can’t be 
happy right now. It’s a bad mindset. 

“We’re playing three good teams. If we don’t bring it, it’s not going to be 
fun for us. It’s more so just about character. We’re trying to make these 
last few count.” 

The Islanders (35-33-10) next face the Hurricanes, battling the Rangers 
for first place in the Metropolitan Division, on Sunday afternoon at UBS 
Arena. They are in an 0-3-1 skid and gave little defensive support to 
goalie Ilya Sorokin (30 saves) in dropping their fourth straight game in 
Buffalo. 

“There’s definitely frustration,” said defenseman Ryan Pulock, whose soft 
shot from the right point was deflected in by Kieffer Bellows to bring the 
Islanders within 4-3 at 10:22 of the third period. “We’re not where we 
want to be overall but we need to find a way to put together a 60-minute 
effort closing out the season. And we haven’t done that lately. It hasn’t 
been good enough. No matter what situation we are in, just, overall, the 
game hasn’t been good enough.” 

Dustin Tokarski stopped 19 shots for the youthful Sabres (31-38-11), who 
have won four straight and five of their last six. 

The Islanders did show some pushback in the third period. 

Dobson got to the crease for a backhander to cut the Sabres’ lead to 4-2 
at 8:45 before Bellows pulled the Islanders within one. But Jeff Skinner, 
with the puck loose at the Islanders’ crease, made it 5-3 at 12:40. 

“Going into the third, we just said we had to find a way to just bear down,” 
Pulock said. “We did a pretty good job to start the period.” 

“We wanted to go out and try and get one in the third and get momentum 
off of that,” Dobson said. “We did that. But it just wasn’t good enough in 
the end.” 

Casey Mittelstadt, keeping the puck on an odd-man rush, had given the 
Sabres a 1-0 lead at 12:11 of the first period. 

Defenseman Rasmus Dahlin’s power-play blast from the blue line gave 
the Sabres a 2-1 lead at 1:17 of the second period. Tage Thompson 
slapped one past Sorokin from the left circle to make it 3-1 at 4:05 of the 
second period and Vinnie Hinostroza was able to skate to the crease and 
lift one over Sorokin at 12:48 of the second period to push it to 4-1. 
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Islanders Drop 4th Straight Game, Lose 5-3 to Buffalo - New York 
Islanders Hockey Now 

 

Published 12 hours ago on April 23, 2022  

By Stefen Rosner 
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On Saturday afternoon, the New York Islanders faced the Buffalo 
Sabres, a chance to rebound following a tough 6-3 loss to the New York 
Rangers on Thursday night. But the same result occurred, as the New 
York Islanders fell to the Buffalo Sabres by a score of 5-3. 

Despite being outshot 12-6 in the first period, the New York Islanders and 
Buffalo Sabres each had a goal. Casey Mittelstadt scored his fifth of the 
season at 12:11 of the first period, while Mathew Barzal netted his 15th 
of the year at 17:09. 

The second period is where things took a turn for the worst for the 
Islanders. 

The Buffalo Sabres lit the lamp just over a minute into the second period, 
as Rasmus Dahlen rifled one past the blocker of New York Islanders 
netminder Ilya Sorokin on the power play. 

That goal was followed by tallies from Tage Thompson at 4:05 of the 
second period and Vinny Hinostroza at 12:48 of the second period, 37th 
and 13th goals of the season, respectively. 

That put the Islanders down 4-1 after forty minutes of play, a period in 
which they were outshot 10-5. 

The New York Islanders, however, did not go down without a fight. 

Noah Dobson notched his 12th of the season at 8:45 of the third period. 

A couple of minutes later, Kieffer Bellows scored his fifth of the season 
as the New York Islanders found themselves down a goal with just 9:38 
to play in the third peirod. 

But that’s as close as they would get as Jeff Skinner’s 33rd of the season 
at 12:40 of the third period gave Buffalo a two-goal lead. 

New York Islanders netminder Ilya Sorokin stopped 30 of the 35 shots he 
faced in the contest. On the other side, Dustin Tokarski stopped 19 of 22 
shots that came his way. 

“It’s not mentally easy to come back,” New York Islanders forward 
Mathew Barzal said following the loss. “We’re not happy. Can’t be happy 
right now. That’s the mindset.” 

The Islanders are now 35-33-10 on the season, with four games 
remaining before the regular season comes to a close. 

The New York Islanders are back in action Sunday night against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at UBS Arena. Puck drop is slated for 1 PM ET. 
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After a disappointing effort against the New York Rangers on Thursday 
night, the New York Islanders (35-32-10) are in Buffalo to take on the 
Sabres (30-38-11) Saturday afternoon. Puck drop is slated for 12:30 PM 
at KeyBank Center. 

Both the New York Islanders and Buffalo Sabres will not be competing in 
the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Locked In: Bridgeport Is Headed to the 2022 Calder Cup Playoffs 

Saturday is the first of a back-to-back for the New York Islanders, who 
take on the Carolina Hurricanes Sunday at 1 PM at UBS Arena. 

The New York Islanders did not hold a morning skate on Saturday 
morning. Head coach Barry Trotz spoke to the media around 9:45 am. 

Trotz stated that Ilya Sorokin would be in goal against the Sabres per 
Andrew Gross and that he plans to use the same lineup from Thursday 
night. Trotz also said that his team, as of now, has no one dealing with 
the stomach bug, but that’s a minute by minute thing. 

With Sorokin going on Saturday, that means Semyon Varlamov is likely 
to start on Sunday against the Hurricanes. 

The Islanders will be without Jean-Gabriel Pageau, who, along with 
associate coaches Lane Lambert and John Hiller, are in COVID-19 
protocol. Anthony Beauvillier (upper-body) will not play. 

Buffalo Sabres 1st overall pick back in the 2021 NHL Draft, Owen Power, 
made his NHL debut on Apr. 12 against the Toronto Maple Leafs. 
Saturday will be the Islanders first matchup against the talented 
defenseman. 

ISLANDERS GAME NOTES 

Today, the New York Islanders visit the Buffalo Sabres in the final 
matchup of a three-game season series between the two clubs, which 
has seen the home team win both of the first two matchups. 

The last time these teams met was February 15, at KeyBank Center. The 
Islanders enter today’s game with a 5-5-1 record this month, and this 
afternoon’s matchup begins their second-to-last back-to-back series this 
season, as they host Carolina tomorrow at UBS Arena. 

The Islanders are 9-6-1 on the front-end of back-to-backs so far this 
season. They have just two road games remaining in their 2021-22 
season schedule. 

BETTING CORNER 

The New York Islanders are the road favorites against the Buffalo Sabres 
coming in at -145. They are +170 on the puck line. The Sabres are +125 
and are -200 on the reverse puck line. 

The over for the contest is set at 6, with the over at +100 and the under 
at -120. 
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Locked In: Bridgeport Is Headed to the 2022 Calder Cup Playoffs - New 
York Islanders Hockey Now 
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Although the New York Islanders will not be competing in the 2022 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, their AHL affiliate, the Bridgeport Islanders, 
punched their ticket to the Calder Cup Playoffs on Friday night. 

Three things needed to happen for Bridgeport to secure a spot, as they 
needed to beat the Springfield Thunderbirds, the St. Louis Blues AHL 
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affiliate. They needed the Lehigh Valley Phantoms (Philadelphia Flyers) 
to lose to the Hershey Bears (Washington Capitals). Lastly, they needed 
the Hartford Wolfpack (New York Rangers) to lose to the Charlotte 
Checkers (Florida Panthers/Seattle Kraken). 

And everything fell into place. 

The most important piece to the puzzle was Bridgeport winning their 
contest, as they defeated Springfield by a score of 4-2. After allowing a 
goal less than a minute and a half into the contest, the Islanders scored 
two in the final four minutes to take a 2-1 lead to the locker room. 

Kyle MacLean scored his 10th of the season at 16:15 of the first period, 
with Chris Terry scoring his 30th at 17:00. 

History repeated itself early in the second, as Springfield tied the contest 
at two just over two minutes into the middle frame. 

The deadlock lasted until late in the third before Austin Czarnik found the 
back of the net for his 13th of the season with just over five minutes to 
play in regulation. Cole Bardreau added the insurance marker with his 
empty-net tally with a tad over a minute to play in the game. 

Netminder Cory Schneider stopped 23 of the 25 shots that came his way. 

The Bridgeport Islanders had a new face in the lineup for their clinching 
performance in Aatu Räty, who was drafted 52nd overall back in the 
20201 NHL Entry Level Draft. Räty was assigned to Bridgeport back on 
Tuesday. 

Defenseman Grant Hutton, who was placed on waivers by the New York 
Islanders on Thursday, cleared and played in the game. 

Although TOI is private information at the AHL level, the 19-year-old Räty 
skated on the second line alongside Austin Czarnik and Michael Dal 
Colle. Räty recorded three shots on goal and created some chances for 
his teammates throughout Bridgeport’s playoff-clinching win. 

With COVID-19 outbreaks earlier in the season, the American Hockey 
League decided that point percentage is how playoff spots would be 
determined. The Islanders locked in their playoff spot in the Atlantic 
Division with a .518 point percentage (31-29-7-4), with one game 
remaining. 

The Bridgeport Islanders finish their season with a matchup against their 
rival, as they host the Hartford Whalers Saturday night at 7 PM. Hartford 
did not qualify for the Calder Cup Playoffs. 
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BOSTON — David Pastrnak scored his team-leading 39th goal after 
missing the previous eight games with an undisclosed injury, helping the 
Boston Bruins beat the New York Rangers 3-1 on Saturday. 

Taylor Hall and Trent Frederic also scored for Boston, which is jockeying 
for playoff seeding in the Eastern Conference. Linus Ullmark made 30 
stops. 

The Bruins had lost four of their previous six games. 

Mika Zibanejad scored his 29th goal for New York and Igor Shesterkin 
made 32 saves. 

Having locked up home ice in the opening round of the playoffs with a 
victory over the Islanders on Thursday, the Rangers had their four-game 
winning streak snapped. 

New York finished the road portion of its regular season with 25 victories, 
tied for third most in team history. 

Boston went 0 for 3 on the power play and hasn’t scored in its last 32 
opportunities. 

Charlie McAvoy made a nice cross-ice pass to Pastrnak, who fired the 
puck past Shesterkin from the left circle with 35 seconds left in the 
opening period. 

Hall beat Shesterkin on a partial breakaway just over a minute into the 
second, slipping a wrist shot inside the far post. The 25-year-old 
Pastrnak assisted on the play for his 500th career point. 

With Boston short-handed after Ullmark flipped the puck over the glass 
for a delay-of-game penalty early in the third, Zibanejad fired in a wrist 
shot from the bottom of the left circle. 

But Frederic scored on a rebound with 10:23 to play. 

Ullmark, who missed three games with an injury, robbed former Bruin 
Frank Vatrano midway through the second, using his glove to snare the 
one-timer. He even made a skate save off his own teammate, when the 
puck caromed off the skate of defenseman Hampus Lindholm. 

AFTERNOON DELIGHT 

Boston improved to 11-2 in afternoon games. 

BIG ADDITION 

Lindholm, a big trade deadline pickup, also was back after being 
sidelined with a lower-body injury for seven games. 

LOFTY NUMBERS 

New York forward Chris Kreider needs one goal to tie Adam Graves (52 
in 1993-94) for second on the team’s single-season list. It’s also the last 
season the Rangers won the Stanley Cup. 

Jaromir Jagr had the most in team history with 54 in 2005-06. 

WORTH NOTING 

Center Andrew Copp, who recorded the first natural hat trick in an 
opening period by a Ranger in 72 years Thursday, didn’t play because of 
a lower-body injury. New York center Filip Chytil (upper body) also was 
sidelined. Coach Gerard Gallant said Friday neither injury is serious. 
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Rangers' injuries offer chance for Julien Gauthier, Greg McKegg to shake 
off rust 

 

Mollie Walker 
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BOSTON — The Rangers’ list of injured players is a tad longer than they 
want at this time of year, but the injuries have given others who haven’t 
seen game action in a while a chance to shake off some rust. 

Andrew Copp (lower-body injury) and Filip Chytil (upper-body injury) 
were scratched for the 3-1 loss to the Bruins on Saturday after both 
forwards were hurt in the lopsided win over the Islanders on Thursday. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 24, 2022 

 

Chytil missed his third game in the last month due to the injury, while 
Copp was sidelined for the first time since joining the Rangers via trade 
on March 21. 

In replacing those two forwards, Julien Gauthier and Greg McKegg drew 
back into the lineup. Gauthier, who finished with one shot on goal and 
one hit, had been a healthy scratch in 17 of the previous 18 games. He 
skated on the right wing of the third line, alongside Alexis Lafreniere and 
Barclay Goodrow, in his first game since April 3. 

With one hit over 9:23 , McKegg competed in his first game since April 1. 
The 29-year-old forward joined the fourth unit, lining up on the left wing of 
Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves. 

“Both of them haven’t played in a while, but they’re both NHL players, 
they’re both veteran players and looking for the opportunity to get them in 
there,” Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant said of Gauthier and McKegg 
prior to the loss. “I’m sure they’re excited to play. It should be fun. They 
both know their roles and their job. Kegger adds a lot of experience, 
penalty kill, defensive player. And Gauthier’s got a lot of speed and 
wheels. Hopefully we see those elements today with our group. 

“When you’re missing players and the other guys get an opportunity, you 
hope they just keep going and keep winning hockey games.” 

Kaapo Kakko also missed a third straight game with an undisclosed 
lower-body injury, while Tyler Motte was sidelined for a seventh in a row 
with a “significant” upper-body injury. 

“It’s not about resting players, it’s about making sure our players are 
healthy — and that’s what we’re trying to do,” Gallant said. “Guys need 
some time, we’ll give them the time. Of course, with a couple minor 
injuries [Thursday night against the Islanders], different guys are going to 
get a chance to play.” 

After Chris Kreider set up Mika Zibanejad for a power-play goal in the 
third period, the two forwards have now combined for 41 man-advantage 
goals, surpassing Jaromir Jagr and Petr Prucha for the most combined 
power-play goals between two Rangers in a single season. 

The goal also was Zibanejad’s 15th power-play goal, tying a career high. 

Saturday marked the Rangers’ final road game of the regular season, 
over which they posted a 25-14-2 away record. 
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Rangers get reality check as loss to Bruins snaps four-game winning 
streak 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

BOSTON — The Rangers haven’t played many playoff-bound teams in 
recent games, and facing the Bruins on Saturday afternoon served as a 
harsh reminder of what it will be like come the postseason. 

In their final road game of the regular season, the Rangers lost 3-1 to the 
Bruins at TD Garden, snapping a four-game winning streak and allowing 
the Hurricanes to take sole possession of first place in the Metropolitan 
Division, after they defeated the Devils earlier in the day. 

Boston presented a loftier challenge than the Rangers had faced over the 
previous two and a half weeks. In fact, the Rangers hadn’t played a club 
that was a lock for the postseason since April 12 against the Hurricanes 
— and it was apparent. 

The Rangers had won seven of their previous 10 games, had cruised to 
victories in their last four games (including three shutouts in a row) and 
had taken advantage of some inferior competition. The Bruins and their 
pesky, suffocating style may have been a bit of a wake-up call, but the 
Rangers weren’t concerned with their effort. 

“They’re all games you want to win,” head coach Gerard Gallant said 
after the loss, which dropped the Rangers to 51-22-6. “I’m really happy 
with the way our team has played the last five or six games because they 
were teams that were not going to the playoffs. And they were tough 
games to get up [for] mentally. I thought our guys did a good job. 

“Today, we came in here and we played against a real good hockey 
team. Overall, I’m not disappointed.” 

The Bruins had star winger David Pastrnak, trade-deadline acquisition 
Hampus Lindholm and goalie Linus Ullmark back from injury-related 
absences just in time to face the Rangers. 

Ullmark finished with 30 saves in his 24th win of the season, but the 
Swedish netminder gloved down nearly every quality shot the Rangers 
could muster, including robberies of Mika Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano in 
the second period. 

Pastrnak was also effective in his first game back, with a goal and an 
assist to help his team further secure their hold on the top wild-card spot 
in the East, with 101 points. The right winger opened the scoring in the 
final seconds of the first period to put the Rangers on their heels, and the 
visitors remained there for the rest of the game. 

“Intensity wise, I thought we had it,” Barclay Goodrow said. “Obviously, 
they’re preparing for the playoffs just like we are. It was good to play one 
of those teams and have a close game. We did a lot of good things, 
some things, obviously, that we could’ve done better. Little mistakes that 
cost us.” 

The Rangers fell into a 2-0 hole barely a minute into the second period 
after an Adam Fox pass intended for Artemi Panarin was broken up and 
the Bruins’ Erik Haula sprung Taylor Hall for a breakaway the other way. 
Hall went glove side on Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin, who is usually 
borderline impenetrable on breakaways. 

The game grew more and more chippy and culminated in a nasty fight 
later in the second period. After Fox was taken down in the corner by his 
fellow Long Islander and buddy Charlie McAvoy, Dryden Hunt and Ryan 
Strome furiously went after the Bruins defenseman. 

Zibanejad cut the deficit to one with a power-play goal at 2:58 of the third 
period on a delayed penalty that would’ve given the Rangers a 5-on-3 
advantage. But Bruins winger Trent Frederic netted a dagger at 9:37 of 
the third. 

“I think the game went back and forth, at some points they had us in our 
zone and for good chunks of it we were controlling the play in their zone,” 
Goodrow said. “Their goalie made some good saves. But overall, it was a 
pretty close game. On to the next one.” 

The Rangers will take Sunday off, but then will prepare to host another 
playoff-bound club, the Hurricanes, on Tuesday. 
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Postgame takeaways: NY Rangers fall in Boston, drop back to second 
place 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group 

6-7 minutes 4/23/2022 
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BOSTON — At a quarter to 3 p.m. Saturday, there were reasons to 
believe the New York Rangers could finish the day with sole possession 
of first place in the Metro Division. Chief among them was the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who were trailing the New Jersey Devils by two goals with 
less than five minutes to play. 

But by the top of the hour, the Canes rallied to force overtime. And by 
3:16, when the puck was dropped between the Blueshirts and Bruins, 
Carolina had completed its comeback win to secure two points in the 
standings. (For the Twitter crowd, I promise not to share any more out-of-
town scores until they're final.) 

That meant the Rangers had to beat Boston to keep pace in the race, but 
instead, a 3-1 loss at TD Garden dropped them into second place with 
three games remaining in the regular season. 

"We watched it because you always watch a game," Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said when asked about the Hurricanes' result. "It was 2-0, 
then all of a sudden, it was 3-2. … We want to finish first. We want to win 
every game we play. But at the end of the day, when the season's over, if 
we're first or second, we still have home ice. It is what it is, but we want 
to try and win as many games we can." 

PRACTICE OBSERVATIONS: Balancing injuries vs. staying sharp 

TAKEAWAYS: Andrew Copp, Artemi Panarin continue to click 

A win would have increased the likelihood of a Rangers-Bruins first-round 
series, with the B's currently positioned to open against the Metro 
Division champ. The runner-up will meet either the Pittsburgh Penguins 
or Washington Capitals, with the Pens pulling ahead of the Caps with 
their 7-2 win over the Detroit Red Wings on Saturday. 

Got all that? Good. 

To continue with the hypotheticals, the Rangers (51-22-6) still have a 
shot at first place. They'll host the Hurricanes in their next game Tuesday 
in what could represent a four-point swing. Carolina will enter with a lead 
of at least two points, but could extend it to four with a win over the 
Islanders on Sunday. 

Shorthanded Rangers face bolstered Bruins 

The shorthanded Rangers hung tough. 

Playing without injured forwards Filip Chytil, Andrew Copp and Kaapo 
Kakko — all of whom are expected to be ready for the start of the 
playoffs on May 2 or May 3 — the Blueshirts generated ample offensive-
zone time and a total of 31 shots on goal. 

Replacing Chytil and Copp, who were both injured during Thursday's 6-3 
win over the Isles, were Julien Gauthier and Greg McKegg. They've 
combined to play only five games since the March 21 trade deadline. 

"It's tough on those guys coming in," Gallant said. "They haven't played 
for – I don't know how long it's been – and they gave it their best. They 
worked hard and that's part of the game. They’ve got to stay ready, and 
they know that. That’s what it is, but playoffs are coming and we’ve got 
27, 28 guys who are going to be hanging around. They’ve got to make 
sure they're ready when they come in, and I thought they played fine." 

On the other end, Boston got three key players back from injury Saturday 
— forward David Pastrnak, defenseman Hampus Lindholm and goalie 
Linus Ullmark — to bring its team back to full strength. 

"I thought we played okay, for the most part," Gallant said. "We played a 
good team today. Boston had their full lineup back, they were excited and 
they played well." 

How it went down 

All three Bruins' returnees played a role in the victory. 

It started with Pastrnak, who scored his 39th goal of the season late in 
the first period. He took advantage of a Rangers' letdown that led to a 

rush opportunity, finishing a one-timer on a feed from Charlie McAvoy to 
make it 1-0 with 35 seconds to go until intermission. 

The momentum carried into the second. Just 1:07 into the period, an 
Adam Fox turnover led to a breakaway goal from Taylor Hall and upped 
the lead to 2-0. 

The Rangers kept pushing, but Ullmark made a couple of key glove 
saves on Mika Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano late in the second. 

"I thought we had some pretty good looks," Zibanejad said. "We kept 
telling each other to keep going. Their goalie played pretty good. He 
made some really saves. They’re a good team, but I thought we still 
managed to create chances." 

They finally broke through in the third, when a power-play goal on a 
Zibanejad one-timer cut the deficit to 2-1. But Trent Frederic added a 
crucial insurance goal for the Bruins with 10:23 remaining to lock up the 
win. 

Igor Shesterkin ended up with 32 saves, with the Blueshirts allowing their 
highest shot total (35) in 16 games dating back to March 20. 

"The game went back-and-forth," Barclay Goodrow said. "At some points, 
they had us in our zone. But for good chunks of it, we were controlling it 
in their zone. … Overall, it was a pretty close game. On to the next one." 

Looking ahead 

The Rangers finished the regular season 2-1 against Boston and will 
have to wait and see if their paths cross again. 

They had won seven of their previous eight games overall, but only one 
came against an opponent that's heading to the postseason. That's no 
reason to draw any overarching conclusions, with the Rangers 19-15-2 
this season against teams that are currently in playoff position. They've 
proven they can beat any team in the Eastern Conference on any given 
night, but there are no sure things. (Pittsburgh still feels like the most 
favorable opponent given the Rangers' three straight head-to-head wins.) 

If they ended up playing the Bruins — which Gallant described as playing 
"a real, good defensive-structured game and they don't give you a whole 
lot" — in a seven-game series, it would feel like a toss-up, with cases to 
be made for either side. 

"Intensity wise, I thought we had it," Goodrow said. "Obviously, they’re 
preparing for the playoffs just like we are. It was good to play one of 
those teams." 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 
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Islanders and Rangers alumni play a game for charity and good times 

 

By Denis P. GormanSpecial to Newsday 

Updated April 23, 2022 9:08 pm3-4 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

One of the recurring themes over the course of the near 50-year 
Rangers-Islanders rivalry is just how uniquely eccentric it has been. 

But even in a series that has been dotted with odd moments, this was 
strange. 

There weren’t any fights. Cross words were not uttered. Dirty looks were 
non-existent. Instead, this iteration of The Rivalry was remarkable for the 
smiles, the mutual respect, its good-naturedness.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 24, 2022 

 

“The best part of the game, and [I’ve] said this so often, is the people," 
said former Ranger Adam Graves. "And not just on the guys on the ice or 
people on the ice, [but] just everyone, and when you can get together 
and celebrate the community, the hockey community of New York and 
support Northwell Health and their foundation and all the great things 
they do for families and kids, it’s a special treat." 

The Islanders Alumni outlasted the Rangers 9-8 in a shootout in the first 
Alumni Classic Saturday afternoon at Northwell Health Ice Center in East 
Meadow. 

The game, played as two 25-minute halves, was the centerpiece of an 
afternoon which included a meet-and-greet with the players and 
designed to raise money for the Northwell Health Foundation. With a 
sellout crowd of 1,500, that total came to $25,000. 

“We do stuff with both the Islanders and the Rangers,” Michael J. 
Dowling, the CEO of Northwell Health told Newsday. “For quite a number 
of years. There have been other kind of events in the past [and] this year 
they decided it would be a great thing if we had an alumni game with 
former Islanders and Rangers. This is the culmination.” 

Dowling said the idea for the game was conceived “last year,” but the 
actual process of making it a reality only took a “couple of months.” He 
added that he hoped it would become an annual event.  

 On Saturday the approach from both sides was similar. 

“We’re going to get a good laugh out there,” said Benoit Hogue, who 
recorded a hat trick in the win. “It’s for fun, for charity.” 

And to remember the losses both organizations have suffered this 
season. 

Alumni from both teams spoke about how the organizations have been 
affected by the deaths of franchise legends Rod Gilbert, Emile Francis, 
Mike Bossy, Clark Gillies and Jean Potvin.  

“Those gentlemen,” former Islander Steve Webb said, “they are icons 
and established hockey on Long Island and New York, and the New York 
metropolitan area. It’s why we have the fans we have today . . . We’re in 
for a big alumni weekend. It’s a lot more meaningful. When you get 
talking with guys and sharing their memories of their interaction with their 
teammates and their lives and their families, and how they interact with 
one another.  

“It’s pretty important [when] you get together and having your family and 
hockey family here . . . to have these conversations.”   

During the game, a white No. 22 Mike Bossy jersey hung behind the 
Islanders’ bench. 

“We all kind of [hugged] each other yesterday saying hello,” Hogue said. 
“The moment we have together we have to share that because we’re all 
getting older. And things happen. And it has been tough.” 
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Childhood pals Adam Fox, Charlie McAvoy involved in scrum during 
Rangers-Bruins 

 

By Colin Stephensoncolin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated April 23, 2022 8:52 pm3-3 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

BOSTON – Rangers defenseman Adam Fox and Bruins defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy are childhood friends who played youth hockey together 

on Long Island and are part of the group of elite young defensemen in 
the NHL right now. But the two pals were involved Saturday in what 
became a scrum between the teams midway through the second period 
of the Bruins’ 3-1 win over the Rangers in TD Garden. 

It started when McAvoy, who is from Long Beach, checked Fox, the 
Jericho native, from behind and fell on him. Rangers forward Ryan 
Strome immediately hit McAvoy and Dryden Hunt went after him, 
throwing punches that caused the two teams to mix it up. 

Hunt and McAvoy ended up with matching roughing penalties at 9:27 of 
the period. 

McAvoy got the upper hand on Fox in the game as McAvoy had an assist 
on the Bruins’ first goal, by David Pastrnak, with 34.1 seconds remaining 
in the first period. Fox committed the turnover that led to Taylor Hall’s 
goal at 1:07 of the second period that gave Boston a 2-0 lead. 

Copp, Chytil out with injuries 

Ranger forwards Andrew Copp and Filip Chytil both missed the game 
with lower- and upper-body injuries, respectively. Both players were 
injured in Thursday’s game against the Islanders and are listed by the 
team as day-to-day. Greg McKegg and Julien Gauthier entered the 
lineup to fill their spots. 

McKegg had been scratched nine straight games before Saturday. 
Gauthier had sat out eight straight. 

“It's tough on those guys coming in,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. “They 
haven't played for, I don't know how long it's been. And you know, they 
gave it their best. They worked hard, and that's part of the game. But 
they’ve got to stay ready, and they know that… The playoffs come and 
you got 27, 28 guys who are gonna be hanging around, and they’ve got 
to make sure they're ready when they come in. I thought they played 
fine.’’ 

Blue notes 

D Patrik Nemeth entered the lineup and Justin Braun was scratched, 
along with RW Jonny Brodzinski and D Libor Hajek… Before the game, 
the Bruins observed a moment of silence for Hall-of-Famer Guy LaFleur, 
who died Friday after a long battle with lung cancer. 
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Rangers lose to Bruins in possible playoff preview 

 

By Colin Stephensoncolin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated April 23, 2022 7:47 pm4-5 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

BOSTON – If the Rangers end up finishing first in the Metropolitan 
Division and the Boston Bruins finish fourth in the Atlantic, then 
Saturday’s matinee between the teams at TD Garden may have served 
as a preview of a first-round playoff matchup. 

If so, then the Bruins may have earned a psychological advantage going 
into Game 1 on the basis of their 3-1 victory. At the same time, though, 
Boston’s victory could end up being the thing that prevents the teams 
from facing each other when the playoffs start next week. The loss, which 
ended a four-game Rangers win streak, knocked the Blueshirts out of a 
first-place tie with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Carolina, which earlier in the day rallied from a two-goal deficit late in the 
third period to beat the Devils in overtime, 3-2, lead the Rangers by two 
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points in the race to finish first. The Hurricanes have 110 points to the 
Rangers’ 108. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant admitted he and his coaching staff did 
watch the Carolina game before their own game started, but he wasn’t 
sweating the result. 

“We watched it because you always watch a game,’’ he said. “And it was 
2-0, and then it was, all of a sudden, 3-2. But again, like I’ve talked to you 
before, I mean, we want to finish first; we want to win every game we 
play. But at the end of the day, when the season's over, we're first or 
second and got home ice (for the first round). It is what it is, but we want 
to try and win as many games as we can.’’ 

If they don’t end up winning the division, the Rangers have at least 
already clinched second place, which guarantees them home ice 
advantage in the first round. If they finish second, they’ll play the third 
place finisher in the division, which will be either Pittsburgh or 
Washington. 

The Rangers’ last four opponents, Philadelphia, Detroit, Winnipeg and 
the Islanders, are all non-playoff teams, so the Bruins (48-25-5, 101 
points) represented a step up in competition. 

“Obviously they’re preparing for the playoffs, just like we are,’’ forward 
Barclay Goodrow said. “So it was good to play one of those teams and 
have a close-fought game. I think we did a lot of good things. There were 
some things that we could have done better and little mistakes that cost 
us, so overall it wasn’t bad. And now we’re on to Carolina at home.’’ 

They face the Hurricanes Tuesday at Madison Square Garden. 

On Saturday, they played without forwards Andrew Copp and Filip Chytil, 
who both left Thursday’s win over the Islanders with injuries. Both players 
are listed as day-to-day. Boston, on the other hand, welcomed back 
sniper David Pastrnak, who missed eight games with an upper-body 
injury, as well as defenseman Hampus Lindholm, who missed seven 
games with a lower-body injury, and goalie Linus Ullmark, who missed 
three games after taking a shot to the mask in a game against Ottawa on 
April 14. 

Pastrnak scored the Bruins’ first goal, banging in a pass from 
defenseman Charlie McAvoy, the Long Beach native, with 34.1 seconds 
remaining in the first period. He also had an assist on Taylor Hall’s goal 
that made it 2-0 at 1:07 of the second period, when he broke up a pass 
from Adam Fox that was intended for Artemi Panarin, and passed it to 
Erik Haula, who sprang Hall for a breakaway. 

Ullmark made 30 saves, many of them exceptional, including sparkling 
glove grabs of shots by Mika Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano midway 
through the second period. 

Zibanejad’s power-play goal at 2:58 of the third period got the Rangers 
on the board and within 2-1, and they had a golden chance to tie it, as 
the Bruins’ Brandon Carlo was called for hooking Alexis Lafreniere during 
the power play, and that put the Rangers right back on the power play. 

But the second power play produced nothing, and Trent Frederic’s goal 
at 9:37 made it 3-1 for the Bruins. 
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Rangers’ forward depth could be a problem this postseason 

 

Arthur Staple 
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BOSTON — It’s not as if this is a revelation to the Rangers that they 
don’t have the deepest bench of forwards. Chris Drury acquired three of 
them before the trade deadline last month, after all, and those additions 
have made a huge difference in the team’s play and its playoff prospects. 

But a rash of injuries heading into Saturday afternoon’s game with the 
Bruins left the Rangers’ forward group looking as thin as it did for long 
stretches of this season. Kaapo Kakko is out again, though Gerard 
Gallant believes Kakko can return from this latest injury before the end of 
the regular season. Andrew Copp limped off the UBS Arena ice Thursday 
in the third period and is day to day; Filip Chytil left that same game and 
is also day to day. Tyler Motte, who served as a very useful fourth-liner 
after he was picked up at the deadline, isn’t likely to return this season 
after his significant injury suffered two weeks ago. 

So here we were again, with Dryden Hunt up on the wing with Artemi 
Panarin and Ryan Strome, Julien Gauthier getting his first game in three 
weeks, and Greg McKegg getting his first game in even longer than that. 
Alexis Lafreniere, whose confidence has been brimming the past couple 
of weeks on a third line with Chytil and Barclay Goodrow, getting lost a 
bit on a third line with Goodrow and Gauthier that generated almost 
nothing through two periods. 

The Bruins got David Pastrnak back to help make their forward group 
whole, so this was an uphill climb already. But you don’t need the data 
from any public analytic sites to confirm what your eyes told you about 
Saturday: The Rangers cannot go into the playoffs with a bottom six that 
produces nothing. The Bruins play with a lot of structure in their own 
zone when they’re playing their system well, and they very much were on 
Saturday during their 3-1 win over New York. The Rangers’ top six were 
guilty of too much east-west puck movement in the first two periods, 
never more so than Adam Fox trying to thread one across the Bruins 
zone for Panarin that Pastrnak broke up with an alert move, followed by 
Taylor Hall springing free for a breakaway and the second Bruins goal 
just over a minute into the middle period. 

“They don’t give you a whole lot, you’ve got to earn it. We earned it a lot 
more in the third period,” Gallant said. “First two periods, we tried to 
create a little too much, turned some pucks over.” 

You know the big boys up front for the Rangers will give you some 
chances, which they did. Linus Ullmark was sharp in the Bruins net, also 
coming back from injury, but the Rangers could have done more to make 
his life difficult. The third and fourth lines — or the two third lines, if you 
want to go with what Gallant calls them — generated a total of three shot 
attempts in their time on the ice Saturday. According to Natural Stat 
Trick, there were only seven attempts against the Lafreniere-Goodrow-
Gauthier and McKegg-Kevin Rooney-Ryan Reaves lines, which is 
commendable, low-event hockey. But when you need to sustain some 
pressure or make the opposing team’s top lines work more in their own 
end for 30-35 seconds, you weren’t getting that from these two lines 
Saturday. 

We don’t know the exact status of Copp or Chytil other than the day-to-
day designations. Chytil was in the TD Garden press box Saturday, and 
Copp was not, which might mean Copp stayed behind for this trip or he 
just didn’t feel like sitting up top to watch. But if Copp’s injury is more 
than just the next week and goes into the postseason, Gallant has a real 
dilemma. 

Hunt has been what everyone thought he was when he made the 
Rangers out of camp: a capable fourth-liner who was very much out of 
his element as a second-liner for a big chunk of the season. It was nice 
to have him on the ice in the second period Saturday to avenge a clean 
Charlie McAvoy hit on his childhood buddy Fox; perhaps less nice to 
have him try to receive a Panarin two-on-one pass in that same period 
that Panarin was probably better off shooting. 

Lafreniere bumped up to that line in the third and should probably stay 
there while Copp is out. Lafreniere’s slick move around Brandon Carlo 
got the play going that led to Mika Zibanejad’s goal in the third, and the 
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20-year-old Lafreniere has been playing with real confidence of late. 
Chytil might be a disappointment at times, but his skill level is good 
enough to make the third line more potent than it is with Gauthier, who 
was already ineffective before the trade deadline made him a spare part. 
Tough spot for him to jump in. 

Saturday was a bit of a reminder that space is at a premium this time of 
year. The Bruins are not the Penguins or Caps — the two most likely 
Rangers first-round opponents right now. If the Hurricanes beat the 
Islanders on Sunday, the Rangers need to likely win out their last three 
and have Carolina lose its last two to finish first. So Saturday was a long 
shot to be a first-round preview. 

“It’s good to play one of those teams and have a close-fought game,” 
Goodrow said. 

Also good to see that the Rangers need to have all their options at 
forward to be in prime shape for a playoff run. Trying to paper over their 
depth with second-line Hunt or bottom-six minutes from some of their 
former regulars won’t cut it anymore. 

A few other observations from Saturday: 

• Frank Vatrano had a rough game on the top line in his hometown. He 
fumbled a few opportunities that he hadn’t before in his six weeks with 
the Rangers. There aren’t any other top-line options for that right wing 
spot now, obviously, and Vatrano did jawing with some Bruins to make 
up for his lack of finish. 

• The Patrik Nemeth-Braden Schneider pair got worked over for most of 
Saturday’s game. Justin Braun and Schneider have had some solid 
games and they looked capable enough against the Hurricanes two 
weeks ago. If there’s enough evidence for Gallant and his staff to make a 
call on Game 1 of the playoffs, it’s likely tilting in the Braun-Schneider 
pair’s favor. 

• You’d like to see the top two lines recognize how the opposition is 
playing them a little quicker. It was pretty evident through the first period 
that the Bruins knew well that the Rangers would be looking for cross-ice 
passes in the offensive zone; why Fox was still trying to make one early 
in the second that led to Hall’s goal is a head-scratcher. This is a talented 
and smart group, but the big Rangers’ top lines seemed a bit stubborn at 
times. 

• Guy Lafleur broke a lot of hearts in this town during his run with the 
Canadiens. Thankfully, that didn’t prevent TD Garden and the Bruins 
from honoring Lafleur, who died Friday, with a pregame tribute and 
moment of silence that ended when Bruins fans shouted “Guy!” for a few 
seconds. The tribute made the absence of any mention of Mike Bossy’s 
death at Madison Square Garden last weekend even more of an 
omission. Bossy tormented the Rangers during the Isles’ dynasty days, 
but he was as classy as Lafleur in victory and defeat; honoring a rival, 
even for a few seconds, was the right move. 
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Devils blow two-goal lead in overtime loss to Metro-leading Hurricanes 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press4-4 minutes 4/23/2022 

 

For 55 minutes against the lowly New Jersey Devils, the Carolina 
Hurricanes were in danger of seeing their chances at winning the 
Metropolitan Division take a major hit. 

A couple of lucky bounces, a never-give-up attitude and good games 
from a pair of rookies changed that. 

Rookie Seth Jarvis scored at 1:39 of overtime off a nice assist by 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo and the Hurricanes rallied from a late two-
goal deficit to beat the Devils 3-2 on Saturday. 

“We always think we have a chance to win it,” Jarvis said. “Every game 
that starts from Roddy (coach Rod Brind’Amour) kind of peaching that.” 

The Hurricanes’ third straight win gave them 110 points and a two-point 
lead in the division. They started the day tied for first place with the New 
York Rangers, who were beaten 3-1 by Boston later in th afternoon. The 
Hurricanes and Rangers each have three games left in the regular 
season. 

“We’re going to have to play a great team in the playoffs, so I think it’s 
just good for the group to know when we’re down and we’re not playing 
our best we can still find a way,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s what we’ll take 
out of this game.” 

Rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov made 17 saves for Carolina in 
winning his NHL debut. 

“He did a great job and he made some huge saves for us, he looked very 
confident back there,” said defenseman Brady Skjei, who started the 
comeback with a goal on a shot that deflected off Devils defenseman 
Kevin Bahl. “It was a great start to his career and we’re really happy for 
him.” 

Carolina tied the game at 2-all on third-period goals by Skjei and Nino 
Niederreiter in the final five minutes. 

Yegor Sharangovich and Nico Hischier staked the Devils to a 2-0 lead. 
Jon Gillies, who was minutes away from his first NHL shutout, made 26 
saves for New Jersey in his first start in a month. 

Skjei cut the margin to 2-1 on a shot that deflected past Gillies at 15:24. 
Niederreiter lifted a rebound over the journeyman goaltender with 1:56 
left in regulation. 

Sharangovich opened the scoring with 4:17 left in the second period, 
tipping a shot by Jesper Boqvist past Kochetkov. It snapped a 0-for-30 
streak on the Devils’ power play that covered the last 11-plus games. 

Hischier seemed to give the Devils breathing room when he snapped a 
shot from the left circle past Kochetkov at 8:30 of the third period. 

“As hard as we worked, and as much we put into it, it’s a painful, painful 
lesson about bringing pucks back into the zone and taking care of it and 
the intensity of winning the wall battles in the last three or four minutes,” 
Devils coach Lindy Ruff said. “Mistakes that, you know, you going to 
have to learn from and and live through.” 

The 22-year-old Kochetkov has had a odd season. He played in 23 KHL 
games. When his team didn’t make the playoffs, the 2019 second-round 
draft pick went to the AHL and posted an 13-1-1 record with Chicago. He 
was called up recently after Frederik Anderson was hurt and got to play 
after backing up Antti Raanta for two games. 

“We’ve had a lot of these games earlier this year,” Hischier said. “So at 
some point it, it should click. … We need to find a way to win.” 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - Will the Florida Panthers 
or Toronto Maple Leafs win the Stanley Cup? 

 

Tim Kavanagh 
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Tim Kavanagh is a senior NHL editor for ESPN. He's a native of upstate 
New York. 

Although the game Saturday between the Florida Panthers and Toronto 
Maple Leafs won't make much of an impact on the playoff races -- the 
Panthers have clinched the division title as well as the No. 1 seed in the 
Eastern Conference, and the Maple Leafs are six points ahead of the No. 
3 Tampa Bay Lightning -- we'll be watching this one closely to decipher 
more clues on each club's viability as a Stanley Cup contender. 

A case can be made for any of the East's eight teams to make the Cup 
Final. For the Panthers and Leafs, even getting that far would be a 
remarkable accomplishment; the Leafs haven't gotten out of the first 
round since the 2004 playoffs, and the Panthers haven't won a playoff 
series since 1996. The Panthers' playoff journey will start with a matchup 
against the East's first wild-card club, currently the Washington Capitals; 
the Maple Leafs are currently positioned to take on the two-time 
defending champion Lightning. Money Puck gives the Panthers a 63% 
chance of making the second round and the Leafs a 64.2% chance. 

If both teams win that first-round series, they'll match up with each other, 
with the winner moving on to face the survivor of the Metropolitan 
Division portion of the bracket, and then on to the Stanley Cup Final if 
they win against that team. Overall, the Panthers' Cup chances this year 
are 9.6%, while the Leafs' chances are 12.2%. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Friday's games 

Thursday night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Tonight's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available to stream on ESPN+. 

New York Islanders at Buffalo Sabres, 12:30 p.m. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at Detroit Red Wings, 12:30 p.m. (NHLN) 

Carolina Hurricanes at New Jersey Devils, 12:30 p.m. 

New York Rangers at Boston Bruins, 3 p.m. (ABC, ESPN+) 

Montreal Canadiens at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 

Nashville Predators at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. (NHLN) 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. 

Seattle Kraken at Dallas Stars, 8 p.m. 

Chicago Blackhawks at San Jose Sharks, 8 p.m. 

Vancouver Canucks at Calgary Flames, 10 p.m. 

St. Louis Blues at Arizona Coyotes, 10 p.m. 

Anaheim Ducks at Los Angeles Kings, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Ottawa Senators 2, Columbus Blue Jackets 1 (SO) 

Minnesota Wild 6, Seattle Kraken 3 

Edmonton Oilers 6, Colorado Avalanche 3 

Washington Capitals 2, Arizona Coyotes 0 

Expanded standings 

Note: x = clinched playoff spot; y = clinched division title; z = clinched 
best conference record; e = eliminated 

Atlantic Division 

z - Florida Panthers 

Points: 118 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. TOR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ FLA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 102 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. NSH (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 24, 2022 

 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. NYR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. NYI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. PIT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. MTL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ OTT (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ NJ (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ BOS (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ DET (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Washington Capitals 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. TOR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ BUF (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 
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Next game: vs. EDM (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. CAR (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. PIT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ WPG (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Minnesota Wild 

Points: 107 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ ARI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ TB (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. SEA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 77% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. COL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ SJ (Saturday 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. STL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

y - Calgary Flames 
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Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. VAN (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ CBJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. ANA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. SJ (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 28% 

Tragic number: 7 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ CGY (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 2% 

Tragic number: 5 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ LA (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: vs. CHI (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 5 

Next game: @ DAL (Saturday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. The 2022 draft lottery 
will be held on May 10. 

1. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 50 

Regulation wins: 16 

2. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 19 

6. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 15 
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7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 24 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 24 

10. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 21 

11. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames continue to bring playoff intensity amid dominant 
stretch at Saddledome 

 

Eric Francis  

 

Arms raised and glare fixed skyward, Elias Lindholm exhaled deeply. 

He’d just scored his 40th of the season and the relief he felt was evident. 

Another game, another milestone for the Calgary Flames. 

Who said these last few contests don’t mean much? 

They sure do to the 27-year-old centre, who joined linemate Matthew 
Tkachuk to form the first Flames duo since 1993 to hit the 40-goal mark.  

“Last game I had a lot of chances and he (Thatcher Demko) made a nice 
save in the first period - I felt at that point I didn’t know if I was going to 
get another one this season,” smiled Lindholm, when asked about the 
hallmark moment. 

“It was nice to get one. It’s obviously a good number.” 

He now has twice as many goals as perennial Selke Trophy frontrunner 
Patrice Bergeron, whose plus-18 rating is less than a third of the +58 
Lindholm is sporting this season. 

Defending Selke champ, Alex Barkov, has one less goal than Lindholm 
and is a formidable +38. 

The merits of Lindholm being, at the very least, a finalist for the league’s 
best defensive forward award, are evident. 

A discussion for another day. 

On Saturday Lindholm and his Pacific Division-winning Flames did well to 
continue playing with an edge that matched the intensity of yet another 
desperate team rolling through town. 

NHL Highlights: Flames 6, Canucks 3 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 5:36 

Battling a Vancouver club that needed a win to keep its slim playoff 
hopes alive, the Flames turned a scoreless first period into a 2-0 lead 
early in the second with goals from Lindholm and Dube 16 seconds 
apart. 

It kickstarted an evening of celebration for a fully engaged crowd that the 
regular season home schedule capped with yet another win at the Dome. 

A 6-3 win over the hated Canucks included plenty of the wave, a sing-
along to Sweet Caroline, and "Go Flames Go" chants that will soon get 
even louder when patrons reconvene for Game 1 of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs.   

It might have been a good thing when Dillon Dube missed an empty net 
for what would have been a hat trick, as the celebration might have 
kickstarted the Red Mile right then and there.  

It was in their saddle-shaped home the Flames crafted a 25-9-7 record 
this season, which included a record, 11-game winning streak through a 
nine-game homestand of rescheduled games coming out of a Christmas 
shutdown when the team contracted Covid en masse. 

That run of dominance at home is what Darryl Sutter credits for clinching 
their playoff spot and the division crown. 

Gudbranson discusses his NHL career and opportunity with the Flames 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 12:05 

“That’s the reason we’re not fighting for a playoff spot now,” said Sutter. 

“I listened to what the players told me. It got way out of hand at home 
here in terms of it being all about individual achievement, not team 
achievement.” 
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When asked what went into the turnaround in town, Sutter shrugged. 

“Better prepared,” he said. 

“Exact words I was told, 'unprofessional.'” 

These fans have plenty of reason to be jacked about the club’s playoff 
chances given how far the bunch has come in the last six months under 
Sutter. 

And the hits just keep on coming, as the lads are on a 9-1-1 run of late. 

“We want to keep going here,” said Lindholm, whose club deserves 
plenty of credit for matching the intensity of several desperate opponents 
of late.   

“My first year here (three years ago) when we clinched early I felt like we 
kind of slowed down before we got to the playoffs. It’s hard to turn it on 
again just like that. We have to keep building our game and create that 
good feeling heading into the playoffs.” 

Johnny Gaudreau punctuated the party with an empty netter to get him to 
39 on the season, setting the table for yet another milestone marker as 
early as Tuesday in Nashville where the Flames will open the first of 
three games on their final roadie of the regular season.  

The goal also gave Gaudreau 111 points on the season, making it the 
second-highest season total in Flames lore, passing Joe Mullen's 110.   

Gaudreau discusses his remarkable season and the support he receives 
from his parents 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 11:17 

As much as the top line has spearheaded the Flames all season, it’s no 
secret their secondary scoring will be key to springtime success, which is 
why Saturday’s performance was so encouraging to the locals. 

Rare goals from Brett Ritchie and Nikita Zadorov were part of a four-goal 
spurt in the third period that ended the Canucks’ playoff hopes.  

Dube’s two goals give him six in his last six games, playing on a third line 
with Blake Coleman and Calle Jarnkrok. 

One of the best players in the Flames last playoff spin as a rookie, Dube 
has shown much more confidence and finish since the all-star break, 
according to Sutter. 

“I think I just needed to be a lot better for this team going into the final 
stretch to elevate my game to get ready for playoffs,” 

“It’s going a lot better of late.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Could Michael Bunting injury pave way for Maple Leafs 
super line? 

 

Luke Fox  

 

SUNRISE, Fla. – They were the six words the Six doesn’t want to hear. 

“He’s going to miss some time.” 

That was Toronto Maple Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe’s update on injured 
top-line winger Michael Bunting after Saturday’s 3-2 overtime loss to the 
Florida Panthers. 

Bunting leads all NHL rookies in scoring with 23 goals and 63 points. 
He’s drawing more penalties than all but two other players in the league. 
And he’s the scrappy, chirpy, greasy complement to Toronto’s most 
dynamic duo. 

“Bunts doesn't get enough love for what he does for us,” Mitch Marner 
said, after seeing his linemate go down early in the first period with what 
appears to be a lower-body injury. 

With regulars Jake Muzzin (undisclosed), Ondrej Kase (concussion) and 
Rasmus Sandin (knee) already nursing injuries, MVP Auston Matthews 
recovering from an ailment of his own, and the playoffs starting in roughly 
a week, the timing of Bunting’s injury is worrisome. 

But something interesting happened Saturday after Bunting hobbled 
down the hallway. 

Keefe promoted “third-line” winger William Nylander alongside the big 
boys, and the super line of Nylander-Matthews-Marner dominated the 
Panthers territorially. 

Though they came short of scoring, that trio walloped the enemy 19-3 in 
shot attempts and 9-1 in scoring chances, coming painfully close to 
scoring a third-period winner. 

“It’s probably the most consistently they've played together,” Keefe 
added. “So, we got a look at that tonight. And I thought those guys were 
good. They had the puck a lot. Played on their half of the ice a lot.” 

“We had a lot of really good looks. The bounces just kinda didn’t go our 
way tonight,” Matthews agreed. 

“Obviously, we’re really familiar with Will and played with him lots on the 
power play, so I don't think it's much of a learning curve there. I think we 
have a pretty good sense of how we want to play and where each of us 
are out there.” 

The Maple Leafs had demanded a response after Thursday’s 
embarrassing beatdown by the Tampa Bay Lightning. They were 
determined to not go 0-for-Florida this week. 

Despite loss, Maple Leafs leave Florida with their heads held high 

Boosted by a healthy Matthews and another solid showing by No. 1 
goalie Jack Campbell, they got one. 

Much like last time Toronto visited this barn, the Leafs built a multi-goal 
lead early, then watched as the Panthers — hockey’s comeback kings — 
clawed back to erase that lead and extend their winning streak to a 
franchise-best 13 games. 

“This is as competitive a group as I've ever been around," Panthers 
coach Andrew Brunette said beforehand. "We maybe didn't play our best 
games a lot of those games, but their will to push themselves to get wins 
or get goals has been uncanny.” 

Marner scored on the night’s first shot by one-timing a smart end-boards 
bank pass from T.J. Brodie. 

Then Justin Holl whipped a puck off Florida defender Radko Gudas and 
past Sergei Bobrovsky, giving Toronto a 2-0 head start after the first 
period. 

The second period was all Panthers. Aleksander Barkov cleaned up the 
rebound on a dancing drive by former Leaf Mason Marchment. And 
Claude Giroux struck early on a slick passing sequence by Florida’s five-
forward power-play unit. 

The sides exchanged a flurry of rushes chances in the third before 
Brandon Montour buried the winner in the extra frame — thanks to 
another pretty primary assist from Marchment. 

"They've just been running through everybody all year long," Matthews 
said before the game. "I'm not sure there's really a big weakness in their 
game. 
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“I know we feel confident in our group. But obviously this is a team that's 
been the standard of the NHL so far this year — at least in our 
conference for sure." 

Toronto isn’t so far off that standard, however. 

Encouraged by the response effort, Keefe noted that his group has not 
lost to the Cats in regulation and could’ve won all three regular-season 
matchups. He’s not wrong. 

On this night, Toronto dealt with man-down adversity seamlessly and 
outpaced the home team 23-13 in high-danger chances, per 
NaturalStatTrick.com. 

“We're really not playing opponents that are easy to play against. We're 
playing against guys that are ready to go for, hopefully, a long run — 
same as us,” Marner said. “So, it's an intense atmosphere out there. It's 
an intense game. It's a lot of fun.” 

If Keefe opts to stick with Nylander-Matthews-Marner — a threesome 
with a combined 125 goals this season — the fun might only skyrocket. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Despite going head-to-head against Aleksander Barkov — one of the 
sport’s premier shutdown pivots — in his return game, Matthews tilted 
the ice to the tune of 84 per cent expected goals, made two takeaways, 
and registered a game-high six shots. 

“I thought he was buzzing throughout the whole night,” Marner said. 

The centre said he felt good and definitely wants to play again Sunday in 
Washington, but the team will see how his undisclosed injury responds 
before making that decision. 

Matthews sits at 58 goals with three games remaining. 

• Marner has racked up up 29 goals and 75 points over his past 46 
games. That’s a 52-goal, 134-point pace over 82 games. 

"He's a ridiculous player," Panthers coach Andrew Brunette marvelled. 

"He's just so smart and really sneaky competitive. His IQ is off the charts 
and what he can do, how he sees the ice, how he defends … it's a little 
bit like (Pavel) Datsyuk with his ability to strip pucks and (be) on pucks all 
the time and be very deceptive in everything he does. He doesn't get 
nearly the credit he deserves. He's a wonderful player." 

• Jonathan Huberdeau (114 points) is a “having a monster year,” Keefe 
pointed out. And yet? Not quite as monstrous as that of Connor McDavid 
(116 points), whom he’s battling for the Art Ross Trophy. 

Both stars have four more games to increase their total. Can Huberdeau 
overthrow the king? 

"It'd be great," Huberdeau said. "Obviously with McDavid, it's not easy. I 
mean, he drops three points every night." 

The Panthers playmaker is trying not to dwell on the race or check the 
Oilers’ boxscore. 

"It's always my brother," Huberdeau said. “He's like, ‘Ah, McDavid again!’ 
I'm like, ‘You can stop texting me. It's fine.’ ” 

• Three on one: 

• Having locked up the No. 1 seed in the Eastern Conference, the 
“Catlantic” Division champs (Florida’s phrase, not mine) have begun 
implementing some load management. Patric Hornqvist, 35, sat out 
Tuesday to rest. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canucks running out of time and energy in playoff chase 
after loss to Flames 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

CALGARY – The way the Vancouver Canucks started the National 
Hockey League season, it looked like they’d be out of the playoff race by 
Christmas. 

Instead, they survived until the final week of the regular season. Barely 
and mostly in theory, but they made it. 

Drained by the relentless, four-month sprint to catch up in the Western 
Conference standings, the Canucks lost their third straight game on 
Saturday, 6-3 to the Calgary Flames. The result, combined with the 
Dallas Stars’ 3-2 comeback win at home against the Seattle Kraken, left 
the Canucks six points out of the final wildcard playoff spot with three 
games to play. 

Dallas is the only team in the race with fewer regulation wins than 
Vancouver, so if the Stars lose their final three games and the Canucks 
sweep contests against the Kraken, Los Angeles Kings and Edmonton 
Oilers, Vancouver could still get in. 

But the Canucks also need to pass the Vegas Golden Knights, who are 
two points ahead and play the San Jose Sharks on Sunday. If the 
Knights win, the Canucks will be mathematically eliminated Tuesday 
when Vegas visits Dallas because someone has to win that game. 

The Canucks will miss the Stanley Cup tournament for the sixth time in 
seven years. 

“It's been a hard push and we didn't get where we wanted to go,” coach 
Bruce Boudreau, whose hiring in December marked a dramatic turning 
point in the Canucks’ season, told reporters after the game. “So I’m 
disappointed. We pushed from Dec. 5 until now, and I expect us for the 
next three games to keep pushing again. But, I mean, our ultimate goal is 
probably not going to be reached. 

“Not to make excuses, but it is difficult to get up, and emotionally up, for 
every game. It's what makes the playoffs special because you can do it 
for short periods of time. We've had to do it every single game (since 
Dec. 5) and sometimes it works and sometimes you get the 
inconsistencies. But it will make them better for next year for sure. They'll 
know the consistency that they have to have from Day 1 to Day 82.” 

The Canucks started the season 6-14-2, and are 32-16-9 since. 

They’ve finally run out of both energy and time. They weren’t able to 
generate any pressure on Saturday until they trailed the Flames 2-0. 

“It would have been nice to have a better start to the season and not be 
in this position,” Canucks defenceman Oliver Ekman-Larsson said. “But 
we battled so hard to get back to this spot and we’re not going to quit 
now. We’re going to show up for these last three games and play our 
heart out. 

“I would rather be in Calgary's position; that's not a lie. But I'm so proud 
of that group that we have in there. We never quit, never give up in any 
games or any point in the season, even when we were far behind in the 
beginning. And I don't see us doing that the last couple of games here.” 

Twenty-one points ahead of the Canucks, the Flames have been toning 
their playoff muscles, secure at the top of the Pacific Division. 

They are 9-1-1 in their last 11 games, and seemed to exert their will 
when needed on Saturday. 

After record-setting Canucks defenceman Quinn Hughes scored at 18:46 
of the second period, Conor Garland batted in Tyler Myers’ airborne 
goalmouth pass to tie it 2-2 at 5:36 of the third. But only 14 seconds later, 
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ex-Canuck Chris Tanev’s point shot caromed in off the skate of Flames’ 
teammate Brett Ritchie. 

Then Dillon Dube scored on a two-on-one at 13:33 as Canucks goalie 
Thatcher Demko retreated into his net on a two-on-one after Luke 
Schenn’s turnover. And Flames’ defenceman Nikita Zadorov was 
credited with a goal 12 seconds later when Myers tried to play goaltender 
at the top of the crease but eventually scuffed the puck behind his own 
netminder. 

Demko allowed five goals on 31 shots, the third straight game in which 
the Canucks’ MVP didn’t look like himself. It was also his 64th game of 
the season – 29 more than his “career high” last season. 

“He might be tiring,” Boudreau said. “But, I mean, he's been so good for 
us. And when you're desperate, you have to gamble. When you gamble, 
you have to play your best at all times. I felt comfortable every time we 
put him in the net. He's a great goalie that's only going to get better.” 

By the time Elias Pettersson scored for the Canucks with 2:25 remaining 
on a bar-down laser past Flames goalie Dan Vladar, it was largely 
irrelevant. But Hughes’ assist on the goal meant something. 

It was the 22-year-old’s 56th assist of the season, breaking Dennis 
Kearns’ 45-year-old franchise record for helpers by a Canucks 
defenceman, and also allowed Hughes to tie Doug Lidster’s all-time 
points record of 63, set in 1987. 

“It's just unbelievable what he does on the ice,” Ekman-Larsson 
marvelled. “That's the guy you want on the back end to build your team 
around, so we've got that locked in. And a lot of other pieces, too.” 

“He's a special player,” Boudreau agreed. “But he's going to break that 
record. . . five different times. Every year, he's going to get better and 
he's going to keep breaking it. It's something that he’ll say, 'That's OK, 
that's cool.' But he knows he's going to do a lot better in the future.” 

For another summer, the Canucks will be hoping for the same thing. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 10 players of interest at the U18 Hockey Championship 

 

Jason Bukala  

 

As the season winds down in North America at the major junior, USHL, 
and Tier 2 Junior levels, the annual World Under 18 Championship 
begins Saturday in Germany, with Team Canada looking to defend its 
crown. 

The host communities this season are Landshut and Kaufbeuren. Both 
cities have a rich history of supporting the game of hockey. Communities 
like this take a great deal of pride in hosting events at the international 
level. 

I will be based out of Munich -- between those two destinations -- for the 
tournament and look forward to providing in-depth scouting reports and 
analysis on players representing their countries. 

The competing countries this year: 

Group A: Canada, USA, Czechia, Germany 

Group B: Sweden, Finland, Switzerland, Latvia 

This week my colleague Sam Cosentino published his latest NHL Draft 
Prospect Rankings, and some of the names that appeared on his list are 
competing at the U18s. This tournament is the final opportunity for draft 
eligible prospects to display their skill and earn more trust from the 

scouting community, and it also provides a chance for some players who 
are 2023 draft eligible to enhance their resume before next season. 

Along with the summer Hlinka/Gretzky tournament, the U18s are the 
most heavily scouted event on the calendar for all 32 NHL franchises. All 
teams will have their directors, head scouts, and most of their staff from 
both North America and Europe in attendance. Some GMs will also make 
the trip. Especially those overseeing teams that will be taking part in the 
upcoming draft lottery on May 10. 

This tournament always seems to produce some surprises. Last year 
Danila Klimovich was the breakout player who raised his stock to the 
point he was drafted in the second round by the Vancouver Canucks 
(41st overall). Time will tell who catches the eye of NHL scouts at this 
year’s event. 

With that, I wanted to highlight a few players of interest to keep an eye on 
during the event, which runs April 23-May 1. 

More from Sportsnet 

Sportsnet's 2022 NHL Draft Prospect Rankings: April Edition 

NHL Prospect Notebook: U18 national team gets a new look 

Joakim Kemell, Team Finland 

He has gone through some ups and downs this season (similar to 
countrymate Brad Lambert) but Kemell's impact in Liiga increased in the 
second half after suffering through a 14-game goal drought. 

After playing with and against men at the highest level of pro hockey in 
Finland I’m interested to see his shift-to-shift, game-to-game impact 
playing within his peer group. Kemell should have a productive week and 
play to his point-producing identity. 

He landed at No. 9 on Sam's April rankings list and I'll be interested to 
see if he improves his stock at this event. 

Owen Pickering, Team Canada 

He’s right on the "cut line", ranked No. 15 on Cosentino’s April list. I call it 
the “cut line" because this is always an area of the first round that 
becomes volatile. Teams will value this player within the top 20 of their 
lists. 

I’m looking to see if he has the ability to take charge in all areas of the ice 
at this tournament. Can he contribute offensively and provide sound 
defending at the same time? Will he be used in all situations? This week 
is important for Owen to further define his upside as a prospect. He could 
end up being a “trade up” or “trade back” target come draft day. 

Logan Cooley, Team USA 

He was disappointed at where he sat in Sam's March rankings (No. 4). 
Cooley believes in his ability and thinks he can challenge for No. 1 
overall. I believe him! (Sam did move Cooley to No. 2 in April's rankings.) 
This player exudes confidence and is a threat to produce offence every 
time his blades spill over the boards. He’s flat out fun to watch. 

I’m anxious to see if Cooley shows everyone in attendance at the U18s 
that he is not only the best player at this tournament, but deserves to 
challenge Shane Wright in consideration at No. 1 overall. He’s on the 
clock. This is his last opportunity to further impress. 

Lane Hutson, Team USA 

From the outside looking in the most obvious concern is his size (5-foot-
8, 148 pounds). After the combine we will know more about his growth 
potential. He might be a late bloomer. What we do know already is that 
he’s a dynamic player who transitions pucks, makes plays and competes 
on both sides. A treat to watch. 

I’m looking for him to establish control, and to impact the game every 
shift of this tournament. Team USA's first game is against a Canadian 
team that traditionally plays heavier than most at this event and that will 
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set the tone for Hutson's tournament. I’m not sleeping on this kid. He has 
potential to open some eyes. 

Reid Dyck, Team Canada 

This is the most important week of Reid’s season. He was excellent at 
the Top Prospects Game in Kitchener, but his stat line isn’t all that 
impressive on the season playing behind a non-playoff Broncos team. A 
good-sized goalie who has shown he can make big saves, move quickly 
side to side, and battle to make second stops. 

I don’t have a crystal ball. I’m not sure if his game is in order to be the 
starter at this tournament. If he does get the net he needs to elevate and 
run the table in order to earn more trust from NHL teams in attendance. 

Adam Fantilli, Team Canada 

He’s a late birthday (Oct. 12, 2004). 

What does that mean? It means he is not eligible for the U18 tournament 
next spring in his NHL draft year as he ages out of the division. He will 
likely wear the Team Canada jersey at the 2023 World Junior 
Tournament this Christmas, but he will want to take charge on the U18 
stage this week. 

Fantilli brings size, pace, skill, and the IQ to be deployed in all situations. 
Connor Bedard is the 2023 draft eligible player who everyone is 
obviously keeping an eye on at the U18 tournament, but Fantilli should 
not be overlooked. Let the debate begin comparing his game to Bedard's. 

Liam Ohgren, Team Sweden 

At the J20 level in Sweden, he has dominated offensively (33 goals, 58 
points in 30 games). There is no question he has skill. On the rush 
Ohgren is equally dangerous off the edge or cutting to the middle to beat 
opponents 1-on-1. He has great hands in tight. There wasn’t a ton of 
physical push back at the J20 level, though. Teams will hound him much 
more at this event and try to make him work for his ice. It will be 
interesting to see how he responds. 

Ohgren also played 25 games in the SHL (Sweden's top pro league) this 
season, but in a limited role (one goal, one assist). His attention to detail 
on the defensive side is an area of weakness by choice. He will have to 
be more aware and committed without the puck as he matures. I’m 
looking for Ohgren to have an elite week offensively and play to his 
identity. 

Filip Bystedt, Team Sweden 

He brings size (6-foot-2, 194 pounds) and skill. Off the rush he is long 
and when he gets the edge on an opponent he shields defenders off very 
well. More of a passer than a shooter. He needs to keep his feet moving; 
there’s a ton of glide in his game off the puck. 

I’m looking for more energy and, hopefully, physical engagement. If he 
shows he can be harder to play against in all three zones his draft stock 
has a chance to rise. 

Tyler Duke, Team USA 

This ball of hate won’t turn 18 until after the draft in Montreal. Take a look 
at his stats line. He isn’t going to bring a ton of offence. What he does do 
is make life miserable on opponents. He’s fun to watch. Tyler plays hard 
between the whistles (and sometimes after the whistle) and I’m 
interested to see how he is deployed in this tournament. His physical, 
tenacious, “in your face” style of play could contribute to the team's 
success. 

David Goyette, Team Canada 

An intriguing prospect whose draft ranking is all over the map depending 
on who you speak to. Goyette was drafted by the Sudbury Wolves in 
2020 when he was coming off a year in which he produced 49 goals and 
153 points in 65 games with Selects Academy 15U AAA. He was only 5-
foot-8 and 147 pounds when the Wolves selected him, but has grown 
and added weight and strength (5-foot-10, 172 pounds now). 

Sudbury was hoping to be a better team this year, but things didn’t work 
out that way. Goyette carried the mail offensively (33 goals, 73 points in 
66 games) and projects to continue playing to his identity. More 
explosiveness will be required, though. He will be forced to elevate his 
pace in this tournament. Only six of his 33 goals this year came on the 
power play. He produces at even strength, which is a huge plus. 
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TSN.CA / After difficult week, Matthews ready to return as Leafs look to 
rebound 

 

Mark Masters 

 

After missing three games with an undisclosed injury, forward Auston 
Matthews will return to the Toronto Maple Leafs lineup on Saturday night 
against the Florida Panthers. 

"It's been a little bit difficult trying to work through it," the 24-year-old 
centre admitted. "We got a great staff here and the communication's 
been great ... I feel comfortable getting back in tonight." 

The injury was sustained during last Saturday's 5-4 overtime over the 
Ottawa Senators. 

"Just an awkward little collision," Matthews revealed. "Nothing too crazy. 
Just kind of put myself in a bit of an awkward spot." 

It was only after the adrenaline of that overtime win against the Senators 
wore off that Matthews realized the significance of the issue. 

Matthews will have to manage the situation the rest of the season, but 
didn't seem too concerned.  

"It's something I think I can work through," he said. "We've done a good 
job of helping it feel better." 

The Leafs did not hold a practice on Friday, but Matthews hit the ice to 
test things out. 

"He wouldn't be playing if he wasn't at the point where he's feeling good," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. "He's not playing through anything today. 
He's feeling good, but any player that gets any sort of injury where they 
have to miss time, they're on a program of managing that situation the 
rest of the season ... We hope the way he feels today is how he 
continues to feel the rest of the way." 

The team will see how Matthews responds after Saturday's game before 
deciding if he will also play on Sunday against the Washington Capitals. 

"He feels really good today," Keefe stressed. "We talked about the fact 
that we do play again tomorrow and you could take the day, but he really 
wanted to play tonight and feels like he's ready." 

Prior to the injury, the Leafs did not plan to rest Matthews at all down the 
stretch. The hope is the week off from games will help the Arizona native 
feel refreshed for the biggest games of the season. 

"Mitch Marner missed a good stretch of time with an injury and we've 
seen what that's done for him," Keefe pointed out. "[Matthews] plays a 
lot. There's a lot of attention on him when teams are playing against him 
and a lot of wear and tear on him so getting time to recover and rest is 
important." 

"You take the good with the bad," Matthews said, "and hopefully that little 
bit of rest is beneficial but, obviously, I'd much prefer to be playing." 

Matthews set to return versus Panthers 
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After missing three games due to an undisclosed injury, Auston 
Matthews will return to the Maple Leafs' lineup on Saturday as the team 
takes on the Eastern Conference-leading Florida Panthers. 

 --- 

There's a reason why Matthews is eager to return on Saturday. The 
Leafs are in need of a big response effort after being throttled 8-1 by the 
Tampa Bay Lightning on Thursday.  

"The other night wasn't pretty," said Matthews. "We got our asses kicked 
so I'd like to think we're going to be a very motivated team tonight." 

"It's a new day," said Keefe, "but the experience out there, that's lasting. 
We have to take that and be better as a result." 

"We know what happened with them last game," said Panthers winger 
Jonathan Huberdeau, who's second in the NHL with 113 points. "They'll 
come here and be angry." 

This will be the final meeting of the regular season between the Atlantic 
Division's top two teams. Prior to the loss to the Lightning, the Leafs had 
been surging down the stretch on an 11-1-1 run. But no one's been hotter 
than the Panthers. Florida has tied its franchise record with 12 straight 
wins. Since March 29, when the streak began, the Panthers have 
outscored their opponents 61-31 and averaged 41.2 shots per game.  

"These are the games we need to make sure we're firing on all 
cylinders," said Matthews. "These are the exact games that I think we 
need leading up to the playoffs." 

"This team here in Florida does not give any team an inch," noted Keefe, 
"which is why they are who they are in the league and in the standings. 
We can't take a night off like we did the other night."  

The Panthers rallied from 5-1 down to beat the Leafs 7-6 in overtime on 
April 5 in Florida, which was the last meeting between the teams.  

"They got a skillful group over there with a lot of guys that can score and 
they made sure it was clear to us," Marner said.  

"They've just been running through everybody all year long," Matthews 
said. "I'm not sure there's, really, a big weakness in their game ... I know 
we feel confident in our group but, obviously, this is a team that's been 
the standard of the NHL so far this year, at least in our conference for 
sure." 

The Panthers are two points up on the Colorado Avalanche in the race 
for the Presidents' Trophy. Florida has played one fewer game than the 
Avalanche, but would lose the regulation win tiebreaker.  

Florida's last loss actually came against Toronto back on March 27 when 
they fell 5-2 at Scotiabank Arena.  

"They've played us really well," said Panthers interim coach Andrew 
Brunette, "as hard as anybody we've played against all season, so we 
better be ready to play." 

Sergei Bobrovsky starts for the Panthers. He allowed four goals on 14 
shots before being pulled in the second period against Toronto on April 5.  

After getting blown out 8-1 by the Lightning on Thursday night, the Maple 
Leafs say it's in the past but they have to be better as a result. 

The Panthers clinched top spot in the Eastern Conference on Thursday, 
but no one is expecting a letdown on Saturday. They haven't taken their 
foot off the gas since the season started.    

"This is as competitive a group as I've ever been around," said Brunette. 
"We maybe didn't play our best games a lot of those games, but their will 
to push themselves to get wins or get goals has been uncanny." 

The Leafs haven't won a playoff series since 2004 and there's plenty of 
pressure to get over the hump this year. While Panthers players aren't 
under the microscope in the same way, the heat is certainly on in Florida. 
The Panthers haven't advanced in the playoffs since 1995, which is the 
only active NHL drought longer than Toronto's.  

"I've been here for nine, 10 years and we had some tough years and now 
it's our time," said Huberdeau. "It's been a lot of fun. The guys, we're a 
family, we're close and you can see it on the ice. This is the year that we 
have to do something with that. We all know it and there's no second 
chance for us." 

--- 

Asked who'd get his Hart Trophy vote, excluding himself, Huberdeau said 
it'd probably be Matthews.  

"He's special," the 28-year-old said. "I had a chance to play the All-Star 
Game with him and he's a guy who, if you give him the puck he's going to 
score every time. Not a lot of guys can get close to 60 goals so hopefully 
he doesn't get it tonight." 

Despite missing eight games, Matthews has produced 58 goals to lead 
the league. Edmonton Oilers forward Leon Draisaitl is second with 54.  

Matthews believes Huberdeau should also be in the MVP conversation.   

"It just seems like he's been driving the bus for this team along with a 
couple other guys, but obviously he really stands out," Matthews said. "I 
look at a guy like [Roman] Josi in Nashville, who's just been 
unbelievable, kind of the same thing, driving the bus for that team. 
There's a lot of guys you can look at and pick. [Connor] McDavid and 
Draisaitl, we've gotten so accustomed to them just doing this every single 
year that you kind of lose sight of how good of a season those two are 
having." 

McDavid produced three assists on Friday night to break a tie with 
Huberdeau atop the points race. What would a scoring title mean?  

"It'd be great," Huberdeau said before cracking a smile. "Obviously with 
McDavid it's not easy. I mean, he drops three points every night." 

McDavid is actually at 1.51 points per game this season. Huberdeau is at 
1.47.  

Is Huberdeau keeping an eye on the Oilers captain down the stretch?  

"It's mostly my brother that texts me," Huberdeau said. "I don't really look 
at it and try not to really worry about that. It's always my brother. He's 
like, 'Ah, McDavid again!' I'm like, 'You can stop texting me. It's fine.'" 

Huberdeau picks Matthews as this year's Hart Trophy winner 

After thinking about it for a while, Panthers superstar Jonathan 
Huberdeau explains that he would pick Auston Matthews as this year's 
Hart Trophy winner and says that 'not a lot of guys can get close to 60 
goals.' 

--- 

Marner has posted two goals and five assists in two games against the 
Panthers this season.  

"He's a ridiculous player," Brunette said with a chuckle. "He's just so 
smart and really sneaky competitive. His IQ is off the charts and what he 
can do, how he sees the ice, how he defends … it's a little bit like [former 
Detroit Red Wing great Pavel] Datsyuk with his ability to strip pucks and 
[be] on pucks all the time and be very deceptive in everything he does. 
He doesn't get nearly the credit he deserves. He's a wonderful player." 

"So smart with the puck," Huberdeau agreed. "The plays he makes, it's 
pretty special. We don't like it when it's against us, but you always 
appreciate a player like that. And the way he competes too, it's great." 

And when you put Marner and Matthews together, it's been almost 
impossible to defend this season.  

"They're dangerously offensively," said Panthers defenceman Ben 
Chiarot. "They're dangerous without the puck. Forechecking, they know 
where to go, they know where you're trying to put the puck. They're really 
quick with their sticks. Not so much physical, but they're just in the way 
with their sticks. They're quick and they can turn the puck over and put it 
in the back of your net pretty fast." 
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'Playmaking ability is elite': Marner, Huberdeau share a lot of similarities 

Jonathan Huberdeau and Mitch Marner share their thoughts on each 
other's games, while Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe compares the two 
superstars and Panthers interim coach Andrew Brunette says Marner is a 
'little bit like Datsyuk.' 

--- 

Jake Muzzin skated again on Saturday morning, but the left-shot 
defenceman will miss a fifth straight game with an undisclosed injury.  

"He's doing well," Keefe said. "He's not paying tonight. He's not there yet. 
We'll see how he does today and perhaps make a decision for tomorrow 
but, all things considered in terms of what he's been dealing with, he's 
been feeling good and progressing every day." 

Keefe expects defenceman Rasmus Sandin, who isn't on the trip, to join 
the group for practice next week. The left-shot defenceman has been 
sidelined with a knee injury since March 19.  

Jake Muzzin will remain sidelined against the Panthers tonight as the 
defenceman will miss a fifth straight game with an undisclosed injury. 
Meanwhile, 42-year-old Joe Thornton won't get to face his former team 
yet again as he'll be a healthy scratch. Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Despite suffering their most lopsided loss of the season on Thursday, the 
Leafs did not hold a practice on Friday. 

"We've played 78 games now so we don't believe one 20-minute practice 
yesterday would be the solution or what's going to help us either this 
weekend or as we look big picture," Keefe explained.  

By the end of this week, the Leafs will have played eight games over a 
13-day stretch. And Toronto is playing four games in four different cities 
over six days this week.  

"It's the busiest stretch of the season for us at a time when you wish it 
wasn't, because you don't want to put your players in a position to wear 
down or get injured," Keefe continued. "We're doing all that we can to 
manage that. We have to play the games, we don't have a choice there, 
but the practices are something we can manage." 

Like on Tuesday morning in Toronto and Thursday morning in Tampa, 
the Leafs made Saturday's game-day skate optional.  

With Matthews returning, Leafs forward Jason Spezza will come out and 
be a healthy scratch against the Panthers.  

Panthers Forward Patric Hornqvist (load management) is out while 
former Leafs forward Joe Thornton is also projected to be a scratch for 
Florida.  

    Joe Thornton staying sharp at Panthers skate 

    Looks like the 42-year-old will be out tonight … hasn’t faced the Leafs 
this season pic.twitter.com/X2bT2LE2hl 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) April 23, 2022 

--- 

Lines at Panthers morning skate:  

Huberdeau - Barkov - Duclair 

Marchment - Bennett - Giroux 

Mamin - Lundell - Reinhart 

Lomberg - Luostarinen - Acciari 

Chiarot - Weegar 

Forsling - Montour 

Carlsson - Gudas 

    The Maple Leafs have recalled defenceman Carl Dahlström from the 
Toronto Marlies (AHL) on an emergency basis. 

    — Leafs PR (@LeafsPR) April 23, 2022 
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