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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta is team’s nominee for the NHL’s Bill Masterton Trophy 

By Chip Alexander 

The Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy is awarded each year to 
the NHL player judged to best exemplify the qualities of 
“perseverance, sportsmanship, and dedication to hockey.” 

Often, the recipient has been a player who has overcome a 
serious injury, personal tragedy or sickness. Oskar Lindblom 
of the Philadelphia Flyers, who battled back from a bout with 
a form of bone cancer, was the 2021 winner in voting by the 
Professional Hockey Writers’ Association (PHWA). 

But there also are players who fit each of the Masterton 
qualities well. One who does is goalie Antti Raanta of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, who has been nominated by the 
Carolina PHWA chapter for the 2022 award, it was 
announced Monday. 

Raanta, 32, is in his ninth NHL season and first with the 
Canes. He has had his share of injuries through the years 
and suffered another on Sunday, when he left the game 
against the New York Islanders with a lower-body injury. 

He was a member of a Stanley Cup championship team with 
the Chicago Blackhawks in 2015, getting a ring but not 
getting his name on the Cup — another story in itself. 

He was a member of a Stanley Cup championship team with 
the Chicago Blackhawks in 2015, getting a ring but not 
getting his name on the Cup — another story in itself. 

“The way last season ended it was a little bit in my head,” 
Raanta said this past week. “It’s been so many nagging 
injuries, so many small injuries the last three, four years. You 
start to think a little bit like, ‘Is there any point in going back 
and playing?’ ... It just felt like when you’d get back there was 
another (injury) or the same injury came back and you just 
couldn’t get out of the cycle. 

“But you take a little time off from the hockey and you try to 
forget all the bad things that have happened and then start to 

build toward the new season. Getting that offer from 
Carolina, your eyes get shiny and you get that shining feeling 
and you get that exciting feeling back.” 

Signing a two-year contract with the Hurricanes in free 
agency, Raanta had had a few bumps along the way this 
season — a concussion, COVID-19, a few minor injuries. His 
father, Pekka, passed away in August, not long before 
training camp began. 

But through it all, Raanta stayed at it, working on his game, 
his technique. While playing behind Frederik Andersen, he 
has made the most of his 23 starts and join Andersen in 
giving the Canes the “best tandem in the league” when 
healthy, Canes defenseman Brendan Smith said Thursday, 

“He’s just that happy-go-lucky Finn,” Smith said Thursday. 
“He’s just upbeat. He’s a great guy in the room. Watching 
Antti out there (on the ice), he practices hard. I love that 
about him. 

“Always when you see a guy like him and he’s smiling, it’s 
infectious. He can bring light to the room and he’s that kind 
of guy.” 

No Canes player has been awarded the Masterton, named 
for a player who died in 1968 after injuries sustained in a 
game. Jordan Staal was one of three finalists in 2018, when 
Brian Boyle, then with New Jersey, took the award. 

Saying he was honored to be nominated this season, Raanta 
said he is excited about the coming playoffs. He was the 
third goalie for the Blackhawks in the 2015 playoffs — behind 
Crawford and Scott Darling — which kept him from getting 
his name on the Cup after Chicago won. 

“At the time it would have been nice to get your name there, 
but it also been like motivation,” Raanta said. “The biggest 
thing for me was to make sure that some day it will be there. 
This year is a good chance to do that.” 
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Hurricanes beat Islanders on Max Domi winner, but lose goalie Antti Raanta to injury 

By Chip Alexander 

“Emergency” took on a different meaning Sunday for the 
Canes. 

Starting goalie Antti Raanta had to leave Sunday’s road 
game against the New York Islanders with a lower-body 
injury in the second period. With Frederik Andersen, the 
Canes’ Vezina Trophy candidate, also sidelined with a lower-
body injury, the Canes had to turn — again — to Kochetkov. 

Carolina would win the Metropolitan Division game 5-2, 
scoring three times in the third period. Kochetkov, who made 
his NHL debut Saturday against the New Jersey Devils, 
picked up his second NHL victory. 

Max Domi’s goal at 5:40 of the third period pushed the 
Canes into a 3-2 lead, and Carolina added empty-net scores 
from Jesper Fast and Brendan Smith to inflate the final 
margin. With their 52nd win of the season, tying a franchise 
record set in 2005-06, the Hurricanes (52-20-8) will go into 
Tuesday’s game against the New York Rangers with a four-
point lead over the Rangers in the Metro Division. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the game that he 
hoped the Raanta injury was not too serious. Andersen is 
due to be reevaluated early this week. 

“What are you going to do, cry over it?” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ve got to keep moving forward. Thankfully we brought 
(Kochetkov) over. Obviously it’s not what you draw up and 
not what you want to happen — injuries to anybody and 
especially the goalies. 

“Hopefully neither of them will be too serious and we’ll get 
them back.” 

That’s the hope. Kochetkov, a second-round draft pick by the 
Canes in 2019, was playing in the KHL in his native Russia 
until the KHL’s 2021-22 season ended. He then was 
assigned to the Chicago Wolves of the American Hockey 
League and immediately was impressive, being named the 
league’s rookie of the month in March. 

Andersen’s injury got him to the Canes. Raanta’s injury put 
him into a second straight game, under a tougher 
circumstance. 

He entered the game with 7:03 left in the second, after 
quickly warming up. He soon allowed a power-play goal to 
Ryan Pullock that tied the score 2-2., but stopped all the rest. 

“He’s unbelievable,” Domi said. “With the athletic ability and 
the confidence he has ... he’s cool as a cucumber.” 

The Canes took a 2-0 lead in the first as Derek Stepan 
forced a turnover and scored, and rookie Seth Jarvis scored 
on a power play to extend his goal streak to three games. 

The Canes dominated the third period. The Islanders 
managed just five shots as the Canes pressured New York 
goalie Semyon Varlamov with 15 shots. 

“Everyone tightened up to help out a teammate,” Stepan 
said. 

With center Vincent Trocheck given the day off, Domi began 
the game centering a line with Andrei Svechnikov and 
Jordan Martinook. Brind’Amour flipped Svechnikov and 
Teuvo Teravainen in the third and it was Teravainen whose 
centering pass from behind the net set up Domi for a quick 
strike and the goal. 

It was an active game for Domi, a feisty type who doesn’t 
hold back. He came to Svechnikov’s defense in the first 
period, slashing defenseman Zdeno Chara. His in-your-face 
style of play appeared to irritate most of the guys in the 
Islanders lineup and there was still some pushing and jawing 
after the final horn. 

Domi, obtained at the trade deadline from Columbus, has 
been used all over the lineup, at wing and center, and 
Brind’Amour said, “It’s taken us a little while to figure him out. 
I think he’s gotten better and better and more comfortable in 
how we play.” 

But it should be difficult for anyone with the Canes to be very 
comfortable in the next few days with Andersen and Raanta 
out. The Stanley Cup playoffs begin May 2, but the Canes 
still have two games remaining, and Kochetkov might have 
to start both. 

“It’s unfortunate with the injuries,” team captain Jordan Staal 
said. “But ‘Kuchie’ has come in and played well and we’re 
going to continue to fight for him and play well for him and 
we’ll keep moving on.” 

Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta leaves Islanders game with apparent injury, Kochetkov in 

By Chip Alexander 

The team said during the second intermission Raanta was 
out for the rest of the game. He was replaced in goal on 
Long Island by rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, who made his NHL 
debut Saturday against the New Jersey Devils. 

Antti Raanta is coming out of the game for the #Canes. 

He was in some clear lower-body pain after making this stop 
a few moments ago. Tried to play on in the moments 
following, but you could see he was hurt. 
pic.twitter.com/K2UTiGhghp 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) April 24, 2022 

Kochetkov got his opportunity as an emergency call-up from 
the Chicago Wolves of the AHL after goalie Frederik 
Andersen was injured April 16 against the Colorado 
Avalanche. 

Raanta showed some discomfort after stretching out to make 
a pad save during the second period of a Metro Division 
game. The Canes led 2-1 at the time. 

He then made another sprawling save before play finally was 
stopped with 7:03 left in the period and Kochetkov came in to 
work in his second game in as many days. 
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Raanta, Hurricanes’ Masterton nominee, has unfinished business 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — After several seasons in and out of the lineup 
with injuries, Antti Raanta wondered if his NHL career was 
coming to an end. 

“It’s been so many nagging injuries, so many small injuries 
the last three, four years,” he said. “So you started to think a 
little bit like, ‘Is there any point to even going back and 
playing?’” 

But after some time following a season in which the veteran 
goalie played just 12 games, calls started coming in for the 
unrestricted free agent in late July — including one from the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

“You take a little time off from the hockey,” Raanta said. “You 
try to forget all the bad things that happened and then start to 
build toward the new season. Getting that offer from 
Carolina, that was kind of like where your eyes got that 
shining feeling.” 

So after stops in Chicago, New York and Arizona, Raanta 
agreed to a two-year deal to come to Raleigh and share the 
goaltending duties with another newcomer, Frederik 
Andersen. 

A fresh start with a team considered a Stanley Cup 
contender was just what the — well, let’s not say who 
ordered it. 

Raanta’s bounce-back 2021-22 season led to him being 
chosen by the Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey 
Writers Association as a nominee for the Bill Masterton 
Memorial Trophy for his perseverance, sportsmanship and 
dedication to hockey. 

The 32-year-old has fit seamlessly with his new team, from 
being deemed “Father Finn” by his three younger 
countrymen to his omnipresent smile and easygoing 
demeanor. 

“Great human being,” Hurricanes goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder said of Raanta. “Not a mean bone in his body. 
He’s been a pleasure to work with. Just collaborating with 
him, no pushback. He’s great.” 

And he’s performed in the crease as well. 

In 27 appearances, Raanta is 14-5-4 with a .913 save 
percentage, 2.43 goals-against average and two shutouts. 

One of those shutouts came in arguably Carolina’s biggest 
win of the regular season, a 2-0 victory over the Colorado 
Avalanche in which he made 36 saves. He’s 4-1-2 against 

teams that have already clinched a playoff berth and has 
allowed two or fewer goals in 12 of his 23 decisions, giving 
up more than three goals in regulation just once this season. 

“I think he’s done a hell of a job for us,” Schonfelder added. 

And now with Andersen injured, Raanta was poised to have 
a bigger role in the postseason. 

Most teams would panic if their No. 1 goaltender went down 
so close to the end of the regular season, but the Hurricanes 
have preached all year that they’re confident with either of 
their goalies backstopping them. 

Plus, it’s pretty easy to root for Raanta. 

“He’s a great person. Guys love him,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “And that also is a big part of how you play 
in front of a guy.” 

Unfortunately for Raanta, he was injured in Sunday’s game 
on Long Island, leaving rookie Pyotr Kochetkov to man the 
Carolina net for now. The team said they will have more 
information on Raanta’s status in the coming days, so 
perhaps he could be ready for the start of the postseason in 
about a week if his injury isn’t severe. 

Raanta has never started a playoff game, appearing in relief 
a total of five times — twice with Arizona and three times in 
New York. But he’s had postseason success before, winning 
a championship in Liiga in 2013 that surely encouraged the 
Blackhawks to sign the undrafted goalie from Rauma, 
Finland. 

“We grew together as a team in the whole season,” Raanta 
said of his final season in Finland with Assat. “We had some 
adversity and when we got that done, we just went every day 
the same. We didn’t change anything, and I think that’s the 
biggest thing.” 

He’s also been around a championship team in the NHL, 
playing 14 games for Chicago in 2014-15 when the 
Blackhawks won their most recent Stanley Cup. 

“It didn’t really matter what happened, they just trusted the 
process,” Raanta said of the Blackhawks. “They weren’t 
panicking if we lost the first game of the first round. … You 
just have to be (about) the team. You can’t have any 
individuals who are doing something else.” 

Raanta does have a ring from the Blackhawks’ 2015 title 
season, but the team did not submit his name to be 
engraved on the Stanley Cup despite doing so for forward 
Daniel Carcillo — who, like Raanta, did not play in their 
postseason run. 
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“I still have the memories,” he said. “You have what it took as 
a team to get there, and that was huge for me. I was 23 at 
that time, 24, and I was still like a kid.” 

It’s given the 32-year-old a desire to reach the pinnacle of 
the sport again — and take care of some unfinished 
business with Lord Stanley. 

“It’s something that, maybe at the time, it was kind of like, 
‘Oh, that would have been nice to get your name there.’ 

“But it’s also been my motivation. I think I said to someone 
after that, when the name didn’t (go on the Cup), the biggest 
thing for me was to make sure that someday it will be there.” 

After years of just trying to be healthy enough to stay on the 
ice, Raanta can get back to trying to win a Stanley Cup. 

“This year is a good chance to do that.” 
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Hurricanes’ Raanta injured, Kochetkov wins in relief 

By Cory Lavalette  

For the second time in as many days, Pyotr Kochetkov 
earned a win for the Hurricanes. 

That was the positive. The negative could have much bigger 
implications. 

The Hurricanes, already without No. 1 goalie Frederik 
Andersen, saw Antti Raanta leave Sunday’s 5-2 win over the 
Islanders with a lower-body injury in the second period. 

“I don’t know how bad Rants is,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said after the game. “I’m hoping it’s not too 
serious. We’ll know more in a couple days.” 

Raanta’s injury — which occurred with just over seven 
minutes left in the second period when he made a kick save 
on a Noah Dobson shot — left Kochetkov at the top of 
Carolina’s goaltending depth chart. 

“Koochie’s come in and played really, really well,” Hurricanes 
captain Jordan Staal said. “So we’re gonna continue to fight 
for him in front and play well for him, and we’ll keep moving 
on.” 

Kochetkov — who came to North America following his KHL 
season on Feb. 15 after being assigned to the AHL’s 
Chicago Wolves — made his NHL debut Saturday when the 
Hurricanes rallied to score twice in the final five minutes and 
won on Seth Jarvis’ overtime goal to give the 22-year-old 
Russian a victory in his first start. 

Sunday on Long Island, Kochetkov allowed a goal on the first 
shot he faced, a power play goal by Islanders defenseman 
Ryan Pulock that tied the game 2-2, but stopped the 
remaining seven to improve to 2-0-0 in his weeklong NHL 
career. 

“It kind of boosts your confidence as a group when you have 
a guy like that that can come in and kind of save the day,” 
Hurricanes forward Max Domi said of Kochetkov. 

And for the second straight day, the Hurricanes won the third 
period to earn two points. 

After winning an offensive zone faceoff, Domi got to the front 
of the net and received a pass from below the goal line from 
Teuvo Teravainen that he shoveled over the right shoulder of 
New York goalie Ilya Sorokin (29 saves) at 5:40 of the final 
period to put Carolina ahead for good. 

“That game-winning goal was great work by everybody,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

The Hurricanes then locked down in support of Kochetkov, 
allowing just five shots on goal the rest of the way as 
Carolina added late empty-net goals by Jesper Fast and 
Brendan Smith. 

“When he came in, I think everyone kind of tightened up to 
help out a teammate, and the kid did a great job overall,” 
Hurricanes forward Derek Stepan said. 

Brind’Amour’s team will have to do more of the same while it 
waits to find out the status of both Raanta and Andersen. 
Carolina can clinch the Metropolitan Division with a win in 
either of its last two regular season games Tuesday at the 
Rangers and Thursday when the Devils come to Raleigh. 

“We’re facing a little adversity, obviously,” Domi said. “It’s 
going to be the first test of your character as a group, and 
we’ve definitely passed that test a few times.” 

The Hurricanes looked like they might be on their way to an 
easy win on Long Island when they jumped out to a two-goal 
lead. 

Playing in his first game in nearly a week, Stepan hounded 
the Islanders’ Dobson and deflected a pass, quickly 
wrangling the puck and shooting it past Sorokin for his ninth 
goal of the season and a 1-0 lead just 2:25 into the game. 

“I want to continue to make it hard to keep me (out of) the 
lineup and continue to focus in on what I can do to help,” 
Stepan said. 

Then Jarvis — playing on the top power play unit with 
Vincent Trocheck scratched for a rest day — scored for the 
third straight game and extended his point streak to five 
when he received a pass from Andrei Svechnikov and, to 
Sorokin’s right, quickly spun and scored into the top right 
corner for his 17th goal of the season at 8:09. 

The Islanders chipped away at the lead, with Ross Johnston 
scoring on Raanta (17 saves) at 18:25 of the first period 
before Pulock’s goal tied the game late in the second. 

Domi’s goal put Carolina back ahead, and the Hurricanes 
finished off the Isles to earn their fourth straight win, giving 
them 52 for the season and 112 points — matching the 
2005-06 Stanley Cup-winning team in both categories. 

They have two games to surpass them, and it looks like 
they’ll be doing it without Andersen and Raanta and with a 
rookie in net. 

“What’re you gonna do? Cry over it?” Brind’Amour said. “We 
just gotta keep moving forward and, thankfully, we brought 
him over (from Russia). It’s not what you draw up, it’s not 
what you want to have happen — injuries to anybody, 
especially the goalies. 

“But hopefully neither will be too serious and we’ll get them 
back.” 

Notes: Fast got his 14th goal and 34th point of the season, 
both new career highs. The empty-net goal was also the 
200th point of his NHL career. … Kochetkov is the first 
Hurricanes rookie goalie to win his first two NHL decisions 
since Justin Peters won his first three in 2010. Kay 
Whitmore, who won his first two starts with the Whalers in 
1989, is the only other. … Jack LaFontaine, who struggled in 
two appearances with the Hurricanes earlier this season, is 
the goalie likely to be recalled from the Chicago Wolves if 
Raanta’s injury keeps him out of Tuesday’s game. 
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Recap: Canes Beat Isles Despite Losing Raanta To Injury 

By Walt Ruff  

ELMONT, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes lost both their 
starting netminder and their lead during the second period of 
Sunday's affair against the New York Islanders, but showed 
resolve in the third to take a 5-2 victory. 

The Rundown: 

Despite it being their second game in as many days, the 
Canes showed no signs of wear in the opening moments of 
the affair. Thanks in part to the fresh legs of Derek Stepan, 
who drew back into the lineup after being out on Saturday, 
Carolina was able to score on their first shot of the afternoon. 

A turnover by Islanders defenseman Noah Dobson in his 
own end went right to the tape of the veteran #18, who 
immediately fired to beat Semyon Varlamov to give the 
Canes a lead just 2:25 in 

5:44 later it was 2-0, as Seth Jarvis moved his current point 
streak to five-games, a new career-high, with a power-play 
tally. 

Before the Canes could take their two-goal advantage into 
the middle frame, the home side was able to get on the 
board within the final two minutes. A loose puck in front was 
tapped by Raanta, giving the Islanders some life. 

In the second period is when the game took a turn though. 
With 10:02 remaining, Antti Raanta dropped down to stop a 
shot off the tape of Dobson. He looked uncomfortable as he 
got up, but played on through the ensuing faceoff. Then 
tested again moments later, it was visible that the goaltender 
was hurt. It took nearly three minutes to get another whistle 
and when that came, Raanta made his way to the bench and 
right down the tunnel, ending his day. 

Thus entered Pyotr Kochetkov, fewer than 24 hours after 
earning his first NHL win in his first NHL appearance in New 
Jersey. 

Forced in under less than ideal circumstances, the first shot 
that the 22-year-old saw then beat him, coming on the power 
play with a heavy screen in front. Just like that, the Canes 
had lost both their goaltender and the lead. 

2-2 entering the third, it was an effort filled with resolve for 
Carolina, who dug in and found a way to earn a victory for 
their rookie netminder. 

Max Domi started the scoring run with his second marker of 
the week, depositing a feed from below the goal line by 
Teuvo Teravainen. 

From there the Canes locked it down, giving the Islanders 
next to no room to work with in the final 14:20. In total, the 
Islanders only had five shots in the final 20 minutes of play. 

As Kochetkov was equal to the task on all five, both Jesper 
Fast and Brendan Smith hit the empty net for Carolina inside 
the final three minutes, ushering them to a 5-2 victory. 

They Said It: 

Derek Stepan touching on Kochetkov coming in and the 
team finding a way to win... 

"I don't think it's an easy position for a goaltender, to come in 
mid-game. I thought Rants was really good for us and when 
he came in, everyone tightened up to help out a teammate. 
The kid did a great job. Overall, our best period was our third 
period and that was a big part of tonight's game." 

Jordan Staal  offering more on Kochetkov: 

"The kid looks great. He's played really well for us right from 
the start. It's unfortunate, you don't want injures in that 
position, but the team's done a great job with having some 
depth and Kochetkov's come in played really well, so we're 
going to continue to fight for him up front. We want to keep 
playing well for him and keep moving on." 

Staal continuing on Stepan, who scored in the opening 
stages again after being out the lineup: 

"He's a pro. He's done a great job throughout this year. 
Obviously it's probably not the way he would want it, but he's 
taken it in stride. He's been on the ball as soon as he's 
gotten the call and tonight's was another example of a great 
game by him. He's such a smart player. That was a great 
stick on his goal, but he's done a lot of little things. He's great 
on the penalty kill, he's done a great job of playing well for 
us. 

Rod Brind'Amour's thoughts on the game as a whole... 

"The third period was obviously our best period. We didn't 
give up anything. We're going to get our chances, but it's just 
making sure we limited theirs. We made it look like how we 
wanted to play, especially the game-winning goal. Great 
work by everybody. It wasn't a pretty game through two 
periods, but I thought it was a real good third." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes are slated to be off Monday before taking on the 
Rangers Tuesday. A win in any fashion would clinch the 
Metropolitan Division for Carolina. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Rod Brind'Amour did not have an update on Antti 
Raanta post-game. 

 Fast's empty net goal was his 14th of the season, 
giving him a new career high. 
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 Nine out of the 12 Carolina forwards registered at 
least one point today. 

 Kochetkov finished 7/7 in the final 24:33 after the 
first shot against beat him. 

 Vincent Trocheck did not play for the Canes today 
(rest). 

 Carolina moves to 52-20-8 with the victory. 

 

 

Preview: Canes at Islanders 

By Walt Ruff 

ELMONT, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes make their first-
ever trip to UBS Arena Sunday, home of the New York 
Islanders. 

When: Sunday, April 24, 1 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

Canes Record: 51-20-8 (110 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 3-2 Win (OT) over the New Jersey Devils 
on Saturday, April 24. 

Islanders Record: 35-33-10 (80 Points, 5th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Islanders Last Game: 5-3 Loss to the Buffalo Sabres on 
Saturday, April 24. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:   

 Thursday, October 14: Canes win 6-3 in the season 
opener for both teams. 

 Friday, April 8: Both teams score in the final minute 
of regulation, Islanders win 2-1. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes trailed 2-0 with 4:37 remaining in 
regulation Saturday. They won 3-2 in overtime. A normally 
potent offense was held calm for most of the day by New 
Jersey, who was able to take a two-goal lead in Pyotr 
Kochetkov's NHL debut. Things looked bleak for Carolina 
heading into the final media timeout of the afternoon, but just 
24 seconds later, a Brady Skjei shot from the wall hit off of a 
Devils defender and went in. 2:40 later, Nino Niederreiter put 
home the rebound from a Tony DeAngelo shot to force 
overtime. With the home team stunned, it took just Seth 
Jarvis 99 seconds into the three-on-three to put a bow on the 
victory. 

History For Tony D: Setting up both the game-tying and 
game-winning goals on Saturday, Tony DeAngelo picked up 

his 40th and 41st assists of the year, as well as his 50th and 
51st points of the season. It is the first time in Canes history 
a defenseman has had 41 assists and 51 points in a season, 
etching new single-season highs for the organization. 

  

Runnin' With Rants: Antti Raanta earned a second 
consecutive win Thursday against the Jets, stopping 20 out 
of 22. With Frederik Andersen out of the lineup until at least 
next week with a lower-body injury, "Rants" will likely have 
the nod today with Kochetkov having started yesterday. Thus 
far this year he is 14-5-4 with a .912 save percentage (SV%). 

Hot Hands: Two of Saturday's goal scorers, Brady Skjei and 
Seth Jarvis, now enter today on four-game point streaks. 

So, What's The Plan?: After yesterday's win, the Canes got 
some help from the Boston Bruins, who beat the Rangers by 
a score of 3-1. That means Carolina now has a two-point 
advantage over New York in the standings, with both teams 
having three games to go. In simplest terms, if the Canes win 
today and Tuesday against the Rangers, they will lock up the 
2022 Metropolitan Division Championship. There are other 
avenues to get it done, but Carolina controls their own 
destiny at this point. 

A Look At The Other Side: The Islanders suffered a 
disappointing defeat to Buffalo yesterday, with a three-goal 
second period turning out to be the difference. Yesterday 
was the fourth consecutive loss for New York, with the first 
three coming to Toronto, Florida and the Rangers. 
Goaltending has been a strong suit for the Islanders most of 
the season, given that they rank inside the top ten for 
average goals allowed per game. Ilya Sorokin, who did play 
yesterday, and his .926 SV% ranks only behind Igor 
Shesterkin of the Rangers. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Jesper Fast is one point shy of 200 
for his career. Teuvo Teravainen is one goal shy of 100 as a 
member of the team. Sebastian Aho is two points shy of 400 
for his NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters today. 
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Hurricanes defeat Islanders, extend lead in Metropolitan Division 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

The Carolina Hurricanes extended their lead in the 
Metropolitan Division with a 5-2 win against the New York 
Islanders at UBS Arena in Elmont, New York, on Sunday. 

Max Domi scored the go-ahead goal in the third period to 
help Carolina (52-20-8) move four points ahead of the 
second-place New York Rangers, who hold one game in 
hand. 

"That game-winning goal was just great work by everybody," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He's very good 
with the puck, he's made a lot of great plays when it's on his 
stick. But he definitely has the ability to put the puck in the 
net, which we would love to see a little more." 

Derek Stepan and Seth Jarvis scored, and Pyotr Kochetkov 
made seven saves in relief of Antti Raanta to give the 
Hurricanes their fourth consecutive victory. They tied a 
Carolina/Hartford Whalers record for wins and points (112) in 
a season, set by the 2005-06 Stanley Cup champions. 

Raanta made 17 saves before leaving with a lower-body 
injury at 12:57 of the second. Frederik Andersen has missed 
four games with a lower-body injury and will be reevaluated 
in the next few days. 

"I thought 'Raants' was really good for us and when 
(Kochetkov) came in, I think everyone kind of tightened up to 
help out a teammate," Stepan said. "It just sharpened us a 
little bit. That's all it takes nowadays in this game, is a little bit 
of elevation, and it can be the difference in a lot. The little 
sharpening was huge for us." 

Ross Johnston and Ryan Pulock scored, and Semyon 
Varlamov made 29 saves for the Islanders (35-34-10), who 
have lost five in a row (0-4-1). 

"[The Hurricanes] want to finish first, and I thought we played 
them straight up," New York coach Barry Trotz said. "For two 
periods, I thought we were really quite good. We battled back 
and got ourselves to a 2-2 game." 

Domi gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead at 5:40 of the third 
when he one-timed a pass from Teuvo Teravainen behind 

the net. Jesper Fast scored into an empty net to make it 4-2 
at 17:53. Brendan Smith scored another empty-net goal for 
the 5-2 final at 18:50. 

Stepan put the Hurricanes ahead 1-0 at 2:25 of the first when 
he intercepted a pass by Islanders defenseman Noah 
Dobson and beat Varlamov through the five-hole. The 
forward has been a healthy scratch in six of the past seven 
games. 

"Nobody likes sitting out, and I'm no different," Stepan said. 
"I was excited to play. I want to make it hard to keep me [out 
of] the lineup and continue to focus in on what I can do to 
help." 

Jarvis scored on the power play to make it 2-0 at 8:09. He 
took a pass from Andrei Svechnikov near the left post and 
lifted a shot over Varlamov's glove. 

Johnston made it 2-1 at 18:25 when tipped Matt Martin's 
centering pass at the top of the crease. 

"I thought the whole sequence is how our line has to play, 
getting the puck deep, forcing the puck deep," Johnston said. 
"'Marty' made the great spin-around play, and I was fortunate 
enough that it hit my stick and went in the net." 

Pulock scored on the power play to tie it 2-2 at 15:27 of the 
second on a wrist shot from the right circle.  

"The second period they started taking it to us a little bit," 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. "They made some 
good plays and wore us down a little bit. We obviously 
wanted to get to our game in the third and stay at that level 
of pace." 

NOTES: The Islanders are 2-21-5 when trailing after the first 
period. ... Brind'Amour said he will know more about 
Raanta's injury in a couple of days. … Stepan won eight of 
nine face-offs. ... Carolina leads the NHL with a plus-46 goal 
differential in the third period. ... Jarvis extended his goal 
streak to three games and point streak to five. ... Fast got his 
200th NHL point. He has 75 goals and 125 assists in 548 
games. … Casey Cizikas assisted on Johnston's goal for his 
200th point (90 goals, 110 assists in 661 games). 
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CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Antti Raanta left a 5-2 win against the New York Islanders on 
Sunday with a lower-body injury. 

The goalie was injured making a save at 12:57 of the second 
period.  

Goalie Frederik Andersen has missed four games with a 
lower-body injury and will be reevaluated in the next few 
days. Alex Lyon, who is with Chicago of the American 
Hockey League, is also out with an injury, leaving Pyotr 
Kochetkov, Jack LaFontaine and Dylan Wells as healthy 
options for the Hurricanes with two games remaining before 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

"I don't know, and I don't know how bad 'Raants' is," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I'm hoping it's not 
too serious. We'll know more in a couple of days." 

Carolina will not practice Monday after back-to-back wins 
against the Islanders and New Jersey Devils. The Hurricanes 
visit the New York Rangers on Tuesday. 

Kochetkov made seven saves to help the Hurricanes extend 
their lead to four points over the Rangers for first in the 
Metropolitan Division. New York has a game in hand.  

Kochetkov became the fourth Carolina/Hartford Whalers 
goalie to win his NHL debut and first since David Ayres (Feb. 
22, 2020) with 17 saves in a 3-2 overtime victory at the 
Devils on Saturday, one day after he was recalled from 
Chicago on an emergency basis. 

"What are you going to do, cry over it or what?" Brind'Amour 
said. "We just to have to keep moving forward. Thankfully we 
brought [Kochetkov] over. It's not what you drew up, it's not 
what you want happen, injuries to anybody especially to 
goalies, but hopefully neither (Raanta nor Andersen) will be 
too serious and we'll get them back." -- Jon Lane 

EDMONTON OILERS 

Darnell Nurse will be out at least one more game for the 
Oilers with a lower-body injury. 

The defenseman is day to day and missed a 5-2 loss to the 
Columbus Blue Jackets on Sunday. He was injured late in 
the second period of a 6-3 victory against the Colorado 
Avalanche on Friday. 

"We don't think it's anything major," Oilers coach Jay 
Woodcroft said before the game Sunday. 

When asked if Nurse would be ready when the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs begin next week, Woodcroft said, "We'll see." 

Nurse and forward Jesse Puljujarvi (illness) did not make a 
trip that ends against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Tuesday. 
Nurse has scored 35 points (nine goals, 26 assists) and is 
plus-18 in 71 games. He leads the Oilers in ice time per 
game (25:03) and blocked shots (132). -- Craig Merz 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS 

Auston Matthews had seven shots on goal and played 21:40 
for the Maple Leafs in a 3-2 overtime loss to the Florida 
Panthers on Saturday after missing three games with an 
undisclosed injury. 

"It didn't go too bad," Matthews said. "We created a lot of 
chances, but the bounces didn't go our way. I thought we did 
a lot of good things. Definitely would have liked to see us get 
that extra point." 

The center leads the NHL with 58 goals and is two from 
becoming the first NHL player since Steven Stamkos of the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in 2011-12 to score 60 in a season. 

The Maple Leafs (51-21-7) are second in the Atlantic 
Division, five points ahead of the Lightning, having played 
one more game.  

Michael Bunting left the game Saturday in the first period 
with an undisclosed injury. Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe 
said the rookie forward would "miss some time for sure."  

Jake Muzzin remained sidelined with an undisclosed injury 
when the Maple Leafs visited the Washington Capitals 
(ESPN+, HULU, SNO, NHL LIVE). -- Alain Poupart 

BOSTON BRUINS 

David Pastrnak and Hampus Lindholm are not playing for the 
Bruins at the Montreal Canadiens (TSN2, RDS, NESN, 
ESPN+, NHL LIVE). 

The forward and defenseman returned for a 3-1 win against 
the New York Rangers on Saturday. Pastrnak had a goal 
and an assist after missing eight games with an undisclosed 
injury. Lindholm led Boston with 24:41 of ice time after 
missing seven because of a lower-body injury. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said before the game it was 
doubtful Pastrnak and Lindholm would travel to Montreal for 
the second of a back-to-back. 

"Did not get a medical report yet if there [were] any setbacks 
at all, but certainly didn't look like it," Cassidy said after the 
game Saturday. "Neither one left the game, played right until 
the bitter end." 

Boston hosts the Florida Panthers on Tuesday. 

Linus Ullmark made 30 saves Saturday after missing three 
games with a lower-body injury.  

"I was just out for like a week, so I wasn't worried at all 
[about rust]," Ullmark said. "I thought the boys in front did a 
terrific job in front, keeping me on my toes and helping me 
out there in the beginning. Obviously, there's going to be 
some small rustiness, but when you get [good] looks in the 
beginning, it's long gone." -- Patrick Donnelly 
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Domi, Hurricanes win 4th in row to boost lead, top Islanders 

By Michael Dominski 

ELMONT, N.Y. (AP) — Max Domi scored the go-ahead goal 
early in the third period and the Carolina Hurricanes got help 
from a rookie goaltender, boosting their Metropolitan Division 
lead by beating the New York Islanders 5-2 Sunday. 

The Hurricanes won their fourth in a row and extended their 
edge over the second-place New York Rangers to four 
points. Carolina has two games left, including a visit to 
Madison Square Garden to face the Rangers on Tuesday 
night. New York has three games remaining. 

Carolina tied franchise records for victories (52) and points 
(112). Both marks were set in the 2005-06 season, which 
culminated in the team’s sole Stanley Cup championship. 

“From Day One it has been awesome here,” said Domi, 
acquired by the Hurricanes from the Columbus Blue Jackets 
last month ahead of the trade deadline. “There’s a winning 
mentality.” 

Seth Jarvis, Derek Stepan, Jesper Fast, and Brendan Smith 
also scored for the Hurricanes. 

Pyotr Kochetkov made seven saves on eight shots to earn 
his second career win 24 hours after making his NHL debut. 
He entered the game in relief of Antti Raanta, who made 17 
saves on 18 shots before suffering an injury in the second 
period. 

“He came in and played really well,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said of Kochetkov. 

The Hurricanes are now missing their top two goaltenders 
after Frederik Andersen suffered an injury on April 16. 

“What can you do, just have to keep moving forward,” 
Brind’Amour added. 

Ross Johnston and Ryan Pulock scored for the Islanders, 
who lost their fifth straight game. Semyon Varlamov made 29 
saves on 32 shots. 

“They are definitely one of the top teams in the league,” 
Islanders forward Matt Martin. “We just went toe-to-toe with 
them.” 

Domi gave the Hurricanes a 3-2 lead 5:40 into the third 
period, beating Varlamov after Teuvo Teravainen’s pass 
from behind the net found him open in the slot. 

“The third period we played our game, creating turnovers 
and playing our style,” Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal said. 

Fast and Smith added empty-net goals in the final 2:07 of the 
game to push the score to 5-2. 

“In the third period I thought they raised their game,” 
Islanders coach Barry Trotz said. “Our game didn’t have the 
pop it did in the first two periods.” 

Stepan opened the scoring on the Hurricanes’ first shot of 
the game, 2:25 into the first period. The former Ranger stole 
the puck from Noah Dobson and quickly beat Raanta. It was 
Stepan’s first goal since March 28. 

“He’s a pro,” Brind’Amour said. “Whatever we ask him to do, 
he does. I have him killing penalties. I don’t know if he ever 
killed penalties before. He’s been key for us.” 

With Kyle Palmieri in the penalty box for hooking, Jarvis 
doubled the Hurricanes’ lead 8:09 into the first period. After 
Andrei Svechnikov’s pass found him open next to the goal, 
Jarvis quickly swiveled and fired the puck past Raanta high 
on the glove side, giving him his third straight game with a 
goal. 

TROCHECK GETS A REST 

Vincent Trocheck was a healthy scratch, missing a game for 
the Hurricanes for the first time this season. Trocheck had 
recorded just two goals and no assists over his last 13 
games. Stepan played in place of Trocheck. 

ISLANDERS MISSING FORWARDS 

Jean-Gabriel Pageau (COVID-19 protocol) and Anthony 
Beauvillier (upper body) both missed their third straight 
game. 

ISLANDERS CELEBRATE FORMER STARS 

New York continued its Alumni Weekend celebration, with 
Denis Potvin, Bob Nystrom, Bryan Trottier, John Tonelli and 
Butch Goring among those in attendance for Sunday’s game. 
They’ve each had their jersey numbers retired by the 
Islanders. 

UP NEXT: 

Hurricanes: At Rangers on Tuesday. 

Islanders: At Capitals on Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

Carolina takes on New York, seeks 5th straight win 
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Carolina Hurricanes (52-20-8, first in the Metropolitan) vs. 
New York Rangers (51-22-6, second in the Metropolitan) 

New York; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: Carolina seeks to keep its four-game win 
streak alive when the Hurricanes take on New York. 

The Rangers are 15-8-1 in division matchups. New York is 
ninth in the Eastern Conference averaging 5.3 assists per 
game, led by Artemi Panarin with 1.0. 

The Hurricanes are 15-8-1 against opponents from the 
Metropolitan. Carolina is fourth in the Eastern Conference 
recording 9.1 points per game, averaging 3.3 goals and 5.8 
assists. 

Carolina took down New York 4-2 in the last meeting 
between these teams on April 12. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Mika Zibanejad leads the Rangers 
with a plus-28 in 79 games this season. Panarin has 12 
assists over the last 10 games for New York. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes with 43 total assists and 
has 79 points. Jordan Staal has nine goals and one assist 
over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Rangers: 7-2-1, averaging 3.4 goals, 6.3 
assists, 2.6 penalties and 6.3 penalty minutes while giving up 
1.4 goals per game with a .947 save percentage. 

Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.6 goals, 5.8 assists, 4.1 
penalties and nine penalty minutes while allowing 2.8 goals 
per game with an .888 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Rangers: Kaapo Kakko: out (lower-body), Tyler 
Motte: out (upper body), Andrew Copp: day to day (lower 
body), Filip Chytil: day to day (undisclosed). 

Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: out (undisclosed), Vincent 
Trocheck: day to day (rest), Antti Raanta: day to day (lower-
body), Jesperi Kotkaniemi: day to day (undisclosed). 
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Raanta Leaves with Injury in Hurricanes’ 5-2 Win Over Islanders 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes looked to extend their winning 
streak on Sunday afternoon when they took on the New York 
Islanders. 

They closed things out with another important win, but they 
didn’t get it done without experiencing a good deal of 
turbulence. 

Carolina wasted little time getting on the scoresheet. 

After a big-time stop from Antti Raanta in the opening 
minute, Derek Stepan picked the pocket of an Islander 
defender and beat Semyon Varlamov to make it 1-0 just 2:25 
into the opening period. 

New York’s Kyle Palmieri got two minutes for hooking just 
over seven minutes into the game, and the Hurricanes’ 
power play made him regret it. 

Seth Jarvis got the puck down low, made a gorgeous move 
to the front of the net, and roofed a tight shot for his 17th 
goal of the season to make it 2-0. 

The game went back and forth through most of the first 
period, but Raanta made a handful of crucial saves to retain 
the two-goal lead. Brett Pesce had a golden opportunity to 
extend the lead, but he missed an open goal. 

The Islander struck back in the dying moments of the 
opening frame. The Hurricanes failed to pick up a loose puck 
in their own zone, and the puck bounced around in front of 
the net before Ross Johnston got a piece of it and deflected 
it by Raanta to cut the Carolina lead in half. 

Things went downhill in the second period. 

The first 14 minutes of the frame were fairly standard, with 
both teams getting opportunities, but then a non-contact 
injury forced Raanta out of the game. 

Carolina’s backup was in noticeable pain before eventually 
leaving the game. Unfortunately, that marked yet another 
significant goalie injury for the Hurricanes, who recently lost 
starting goalie Frederik Andersen. 

Pyotr Kochetkov entered the game and quickly surrendered 
the game-tying goal while the Canes killed a Tony DeAngelo 
penalty. 

Ryan Pulock walked in and fired a wrister through a screen 
in front, and the puck kicked off of Kochetkov’s arm and went 
in. 

Kochetkov and the Hurricanes kept the Islanders off the 
board for the remainder of the period, sending the clubs into 
a deadlocked 2-2 tie going into the third period. 

The Hurricanes were in desperate need of some offense to 
turn the momentum in their direction, and that’s what they 
got. 

Just over five minutes into the third period, Teuvo 
Teravainen hit Max Domi with a gorgeous centering pass to 
give Carolina the lead again. 

The Hurricanes played a masterful road period the rest of the 
way, giving up just five shots on goal, all of which were 
saved by Kochetkov. They added two empty-net goals down 
the stretch, one from Jesper Fast and one from Brendan 
Smith. 

Carolina picked up their fourth consecutive win on Sunday, 
but the attention will now turn to Raanta’s health moving 
forward. 

The Canes will hit the ice again on Tuesday when they visit 
the New York Rangers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Stepan, Staal on win over Islanders 
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By Brett Finger and Alec Sawyer  

Despite watching Antti Raanta leave the game due to injury 
in the second period, the Carolina Hurricanes picked up an 
important 5-2 win over the New York Islanders on Sunday. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Derek Stepan, and Jordan Staal spoke to 
the media after the win. Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Raanta’s injury and how Kochetkov closed the game out: 
Well, what are you gonna do? Cry over it? We just have to 
keep moving forward. Thankfully, we brought him over. It’s 
not what you draw up or what you want to have happened, 
with injuries, especially with goalies. Hopefully, neither of 
them will be too serious and we’ll get them back. 

On the resolve of the team and their third period: Our third 
period was our best period. We didn’t give up anything. 
We’re going to get our chances, but it’s about just limiting 
theirs. It looked like how we want to play, especially the 
game-winning goal. It was great work by everybody. It wasn’t 
a pretty game for two periods, but I thought it was a really 
good third period. 

On Domi’s playmaking ability and if he wants to see him 
shoot more: He’s an unselfish player. He’s really good with 
the puck, and he’s made a lot of great plays with the puck on 
his stick. Can you get him to shoot more? Yeah, you say that 
about Teravainen, too, but he scores goals, too. That’s just 
their nature. They want to set up other guys and are very 
unselfish. He definitely had the ability to put the puck in the 
net, which we’d definitely like to see more of. 

On Jarvis: He knows how to play. You don’t last as long as 
he has in this league and play power play and kill penalties - 
whatever you ask him to do, that’s what a pro is. 

On who will come up to back up Kochetkov: I don’t know, to 
be honest. And I don’t know how bad Raanta is. I’m hoping 
it’s not too serious. We’ll know more in a couple of days. 

On how Domi has settled in: It’s taken a little while for us to 
figure him out. We’ve used him at every position, and he’s 
done really well. He’s gotten better and better, so I think he’s 
more comfortable with how we play. It takes time to bring in a 
guy from one system and put him into what we’re doing. I 
think he’s getting that, and that makes him more comfortable. 
He’s making plays out there and scored a big goal. That’s 
been a big addition. 

Derek Stepan 

On Raanta’s injury and stepping up around Kochetkov: 
Yeah, I don’t think it’s an easy position for a goaltender to 

come in midgame. I thought Raanta was really good for us. 
When [Kochetkov] came in, I think everyone really tightened 
up to help a teammate. The kid did a great job. Overall, our 
best period was the third period. That’s a big part of tonight’s 
game. 

On what let them get to their game in the third: I don’t know. 
We just weren’t as sharp as we needed to be. I think it just 
sharpened us a little bit. That’s all it takes nowadays in this 
game, just a little bit of elevation and it can be the difference. 
I think the little sharpening was huge for us.  

On him scoring and on being in and out of the lineup: 
Nobody likes sitting out. I’m no different. I was excited to 
play....*technical difficulties*....I want to continue to make it 
hard to not keep me in the lineup and continue to focus in on 
what I can do to help.  

Jordan Staal 

On Raanta going out and Kochetkov: The kid looks great. 
He’s played really well for us right from the start. It’s 
unfortunate. Obviously you don’t want injuries in that 
position, but the team has obviously done a great job having 
some depth. [Kochetkov] has come in and played really, 
really well. We’re going to continue to fight in front and play 
well for him, and we’ll keep moving on. 

On Stepan performing even when he’s not consistently in the 
lineup: He’s a pro. He’s done a great job throughout this 
year. Obviously it’s not exactly the way he would want it this 
year, but he’s taking it in stride. He’s really just been on the 
ball as soon as he’s gotten the call, and tonight was another 
example of a great game by him. He’s such a smart player, 
and obviously it was a great stick on his goal. He’s done a lot 
of things. He’s been great on the PK. He’s helped me out a 
few times when I’ve messed up, so he’s done a great job of 
coming in and playing well for us. That’s another type of 
situation that this team done a really good job of having that.  

On the mentality heading into the third period: The first we 
gave up probably one too many. I thought we had a couple 
shifts here and there that were solid. In the second period, 
they started taking it to us a little bit. They made some good 
plays and kind of wore us down a little bit. We obviously just 
wanted to get to our game in the third and stay at that level 
of pace. Our team has done a great job all year long of 
having solid third periods and staying at that pace that we 
play at. We keep pressure on, keep creating turnovers. We 
started to take over the game and really had the puck a lot 
and started to play our style.  
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About Last Night (Well, Yesterday Afternoon): Canes comeback, beat Devils 3-2 in crucial 
OT win 

By Talia Goodman 

The Hurricanes beat the New Jersey Devils Saturday 
afternoon, scoring two goals in the final five minutes of 
regulation to force overtime.  

About yesterday afternoon: 

Kochetkov’s debut 

Another day, another rookie debut. Pyotr Kochetkov was 
starting in net Saturday for Carolina, and he did not fail to 
impress. He saved 17 of the 19 shots he faced, giving him an 
.895 save-percentage in his first NHL appearance.  

“He’ll remember this game forever,” said Rod Brind’Amour. 

And although he couldn’t speak to what this win meant to 
him, since he doesn’t speak any English, he was all smiles.  

Seth Jarvis said, “He muttered out thank you” after the game. 

Kochetkov is now the first Canes goalie to tally a win in his 
debut since EBUG Dave Ayres did it, and was the first 
rostered goalie to do so with the team since 2010. Although 
he didn’t face a myriad of challenging shots, he was able to 
stop a few big ones, including a one-on-one Jesper Boqvist 
shot.  

“He did a great job,” said Brady Skjei. “I think he made some 
huge saves for us. He looked very confident back there. It 
was a great start to his career, and we’re really happy for 
him.” 

Late third-period effort 

The Canes found themselves in a hole once again, and this 
time it was a two-goal deficit. They did it against Minnesota 
and they did it again yesterday. They geared themselves up 
for a comeback effort and were able to do so in the last few 
minutes of regulation time, due to goals from Skjei and Nino 
Niederreiter.  

While the comeback sure does make for an interesting story 
and great entertainment, I’m sure that fans would have much 
preferred a blowout win against a non-playoff team in the 
Devils. They couldn’t get their offense going early, but it 
struck when it really mattered, and that seems to be 
somewhat of a trend as of late.  

“Obviously we were a little bit upset, but all year our team 
has been so good, so no one gets too rattled,” Skjei said. 
“It’s always pretty even keel. We know if we play the way our 
system is set up, then we’ll get some chances. And obviously 
we capitalized big tonight.” 

The Devils were able to open their scoring on the man-
advantage, and that was the last time they would do so, 
despite four chances. The Canes were lacking on their own 
power play, though, as they were unable to score on three 
man-advantage chances. 

When push came to shove, they won the game due to a 
spectacular late third period effort, and a phenomenal play 
by Tony Deangelo and Jarvis in overtime. They gained the 

two points, and were able to propel themselves back to the 
lone top spot in the Metropolitan.  

“We knew we had to get the win,” Niederreiter said. “If we 
want to get first in our division, we’ve got to win every single 
night, because the Rangers are not sleeping.” 

The rookie does it again 

Seth Jarvis has been absolutely rolling. He’s come out strong 
since his first game in The Show, but his improvements have 
been clear as day— and they’ve been noticed and 
celebrated. He was on the ice for nearly 17 minutes 
yesterday, and he came through in crunch time. 

He scored on his only SOG yesterday, and it came due to a 
superb pass from Deangelo, who has been arguably the 
Canes best playmaker this season. 

“He’s been in the offense every night,” Brind’Amour said of 
Deangelo. “He’s had countless grade-As over the last 
stretch. So, he’s always involved in the offense. Now he’s got 
a couple of assists and guys connected, but he’s been 
creating offense all year.”  

Jarvis scored less than two minutes into the overtime period, 
gaining his first OT winner and fourth game-winner of the 
season and his career. 

“I was a little scared,” Jarvis said. “I thought the goalie saved 
it. So, once I saw the ref went in and Tony was celebrating, I 
was pumped. It’s a really cool feeling. And it’s definitely a 
bigger goal than just mine for [Kochetkov] to get that win. He 
played so well for us the whole game, so to get that makes it 
a lot sweeter.”  

Playoff implications 

This game was a big one. Everyone knew it was a must-win 
situation coming into yesterday, but it was unclear who would 
be in net, and the injuries sustained recently threatened their 
chances at taking the win. 

Nevertheless, they did it. Equally as important was the 
Rangers result yesterday— a loss to the Boston Bruins. This 
keeps the Rangers two points below Carolina for now, and 
gives the Canes a slight padding heading into their last few 
regular season games.  

“It’s just good for the group to know when we’re down in 
these little moments, not playing your best, and can still find 
a way,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s what we’ll take from this 
game.” 

What’s next? 

The Canes (51-20-8) will be back at it Sunday as they face 
the New York Islanders (35-33-10) in Long Island. The 
Islanders will not make the playoffs this year, but they’re still 
a fairly dangerous team to go up against.  

They beat the Canes in their last matchup in a 2-1 result on 
April 8. The Canes will need to figure out how to ramp up 
their production if they want to take the win this time around. 
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Frederik Andersen’s injury is surely something to continue 
following, but he will definitely not be back for today’s 

contest. Hopefully, he’ll be all set by playoff time, but it’s 
something to monitor as news arises on his health.  

 

 

 

 

Canes beat Islanders 5-2 despite injury to Raanta in net  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes took another step towards securing 
the Metro division title with a 5-2 win over the New York 
Islanders on Sunday, April 24. 

The Canes (52-20-8) battled some more injury woes over the 
course of the afternoon as goaltender Antti Raanta exited the 
game in the second period with an apparent lower-body 
injury. With netminder Frederik Andersen still unavailable 
after sustaining a lower-body injury against the Colorado 
Avalanche on April 16, rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov was 
tasked with holding off the Islanders (35-34-10) for the rest of 
the game. 

“Well what are you gonna do, cry over it?” said head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour. “We just have to keep moving forward. 
Thankfully, we brought [Kochetkov] over. It’s not what you 
draw up or what you want to have happened, with injuries, 
especially with goalies. Hopefully, neither of them will be too 
serious and we’ll get them back.” 

Kochetkov, for his part, held his own to close out the win. In 
his second career NHL game, Kochetkov stopped seven of 
the eight shots he faced, only allowing Ryan Pulock’s game-
tying goal during a Canes penalty in the second period. From 
there, the new kid on the block battened down the hatches to 
give his team a chance to win. 

“The kid looks great,” said center Jordan Staal. “He’s played 
really well for us right from the start. It’s unfortunate. 
Obviously you don’t want injuries in that position, but the 
team has obviously done a great job having some depth.” 

The Hurricanes got off to a promising start at UBS Arena, 
taking a 2-1 lead into the first intermission. In the first 10 
minutes alone, an Islanders turnover led to center Derek 

Stepan’s opening goal and center Seth Jarvis executed a 
slick power play goal. 

The Islanders rode the momentum of Ross Johnston’s goal 
late in the first to tie the game at 2-2 late in the second. 
Carolina’s league-leading penalty kill allowed just two shots 
all afternoon, but one of those ended up going in the net off 
Pulock’s stick. 

In the final period, center Max Domi put the Canes ahead 
again for good. Left wing Teuvo Teräväinen collected the 
puck behind the New York net and dished a smooth pass to 
a waiting Domi in the slot, who fired the puck past Semyon 
Varlamov for the go-ahead goal. 

“Can you get him to shoot more? Yeah,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We say that about Teräväinen, too, but he scores goals too. 
That’s just their nature, that’s how they are. They want to set 
up other guys and are very unselfish, but he definitely has 
the ability to put the puck in the net, which we’d love to see a 
little more of.” 

Carolina put the game on ice with a pair of empty-net goals 
in the last few minutes. Right wing Jesper Fast netted the 
first one with 2:07 to play, followed by defenseman Brendan 
Smith’s empty-netter 57 seconds later to finalize the score. 

The result sets up a showdown with the New York Rangers 
in Madison Square Garden on Tuesday, April 26. While the 
Rangers have a game in hand, the Canes hold a four-point 
lead over New York in the Metropolitan division standings. 
Carolina also has the advantage in a tiebreaker scenario with 
45 regulation wins to New York’s 43. 

With the playoffs quickly approaching, the matchup will play 
a big part in deciding the Metro and shaping the overall 
playoff picture. Puck drop between the Hurricanes and the 
Rangers is set for 7 p.m. 
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Best record in Wolves history! 

Stefan Noesen and Vasili Ponomarev scored two goals 
apiece to pace the Chicago Wolves to a 6-2 victory over the 
Grand Rapids Griffins Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena. 

Captain Andrew Poturalski and rookie forward Noel Gunler 
also scored for the Wolves (48-16-5-5), who clinched the 
best regular-season record in the franchise’s 28-year history. 
The Central Division champions will finish with no worse than 
a .697 points percentage, which nudges ahead of the 2000 
Turner Cup championship team that finished at .695. 

Noesen’s goals were his 44th and 45th of the season, which 
gives him a five-goal lead over Ontario’s Martin Frk in the 
race for the Willie Marshall Award that goes to the American 
Hockey League’s leading goal scorer. 

Poturalski set up both of Noesen’s tallies in addition to 
scoring his 27th goal, which pushed his point total to 97 with 
two games to go as he seeks to become the first AHL player 
in 12 years to reach the 100-point mark. 

“Our start was great,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “Noesen’s goal kind of set the tone and then we 
built off it. Credit to the guys in the room for showing up the 
way they did.” 

The Wolves needed just 1:19 to get on the board. Poturalski 
and Richard Panik swiped the puck on the forecheck and it 
wound up behind Grand Rapids’ net, where Poturalski spied 
Noesen racing into the left faceoff circle for a quick chip into 
the top corner. 

The Wolves’ forecheck paid off again at 5:22 of the first. 
Forward Stelio Mattheos stole the puck in the neutral zone, 
zipped down the right wing and found Ponomarev walking 
down the slot for his second goal. 

Veteran forward Riley Barber answered with his 23rd goal of 
the year to pull Grand Rapids (32-34-6-2) within 2-1 at 18:18 

of the first. The tally extended Barber’s point streak to an 
AHL-best 15 games this season. 

Chicago regained control of the game early in the second 
period when Grand Rapids picked up the game’s first two 
penalties 17 seconds apart. With the 5-on-3 advantage, 
Poturalski teed up a Noesen one-time blast from the left 
faceoff dot to make it 3-1 at 6:17. 

Thirty-one seconds later, defenseman Jesper Sellgren found 
David Cotton open in front of the net. Grand Rapids 
goaltender Kaden Fulcher blocked Cotton’s two attempts to 
jam the puck home, but the rebound pinballed into the slot 
and Ponomarev whipped it into the net for the 4-1 lead. 

The 20-year-old Ponomarev earned the first three-point 
performance of his young professional career when he set 
up Gunler’s tap-in goal at 14:29 of the second to boost the 
lead to 5-1. 

Poturalski pushed the margin to 6-1 when he whistled home 
a power-play goal from the right faceoff circle 2:31 into the 
third. Chicago finished 3 of 3 on the power play. 

Wolves goaltender Dylan Wells (1-1-1), who started for the 
second day in a row after expected starter Jack LaFontaine 
was scratched an hour before puck drop, rejected 26 shots 
to earn his first AHL victory since April 14, 2019. 

Fulcher (1-3-0) finished with 29 saves while playing in front 
of a short-handed Griffins lineup. 

The Wolves start the final week of regular-season action by 
hosting Grand Rapids at 7 p.m. Thursday on $2 Beer Night. 
To get tickets for the regular-season finale or the upcoming 
Calder Cup Playoffs, contact a team representative 
at  WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260630917.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260717262.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260719732.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/raanta-hurricanes-masterton-nominee-has-unfinished-business/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-raanta-injured-kochetkov-wins-in-relief/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-beat-isles-despite-losing-raanta-to-injury/c-333371368 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-islanders/c-333336812 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-islanders-game-recap/c-333338618 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-april-24/c-333365950 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-5af9046eefec74945036ec65a1bc17af 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-38a0dba55db9487eaecfb0003df820db 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/24/23039910/antti-raanta-leaves-with-injury-carolina-hurricanes-5-2-win-over-new-york-islanders-nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/24/23040037/they-said-it-brindamour-stepan-staal-on-win-hurricanes-over-islanders-nhl 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/24/23039641/about-last-night-well-yesterday-afternoon-canes-comeback-beat-devils-3-2-in-crucial-ot-win 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-beat-islanders-5-2-despite-injury-to-raanta-in-net/article_a971ff2a-c412-11ec-ab7c-

63c826494f57.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/24/best-record-in-wolves-history/  
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Hurricanes beat Islanders on Max Domi winner, but lose goalie Antti 
Raanta to injury 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

“Emergency” took on a different meaning Sunday for the Canes. 

Starting goalie Antti Raanta had to leave Sunday’s road game against 
the New York Islanders with a lower-body injury in the second period. 
With Frederik Andersen, the Canes’ Vezina Trophy candidate, also 
sidelined with a lower-body injury, the Canes had to turn — again — to 
Kochetkov. 

Carolina would win the Metropolitan Division game 5-2, scoring three 
times in the third period. Kochetkov, who made his NHL debut Saturday 
against the New Jersey Devils, picked up his second NHL victory. 

Max Domi’s goal at 5:40 of the third period pushed the Canes into a 3-2 
lead, and Carolina added empty-net scores from Jesper Fast and 
Brendan Smith to inflate the final margin. With their 52nd win of the 
season, tying a franchise record set in 2005-06, the Hurricanes (52-20-8) 
will go into Tuesday’s game against the New York Rangers with a four-
point lead over the Rangers in the Metro Division. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the game that he hoped the 
Raanta injury was not too serious. Andersen is due to be reevaluated 
early this week. 

“What are you going to do, cry over it?” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve got to 
keep moving forward. Thankfully we brought (Kochetkov) over. Obviously 

it’s not what you draw up and not what you want to happen — injuries to 
anybody and especially the goalies. 

“Hopefully neither of them will be too serious and we’ll get them back.” 

That’s the hope. Kochetkov, a second-round draft pick by the Canes in 
2019, was playing in the KHL in his native Russia until the KHL’s 2021-
22 season ended. He then was assigned to the Chicago Wolves of the 
American Hockey League and immediately was impressive, being named 
the league’s rookie of the month in March. 

Andersen’s injury got him to the Canes. Raanta’s injury put him into a 
second straight game, under a tougher circumstance. 

He entered the game with 7:03 left in the second, after quickly warming 
up. He soon allowed a power-play goal to Ryan Pullock that tied the 
score 2-2., but stopped all the rest. 

“He’s unbelievable,” Domi said. “With the athletic ability and the 
confidence he has ... he’s cool as a cucumber.” 

The Canes took a 2-0 lead in the first as Derek Stepan forced a turnover 
and scored, and rookie Seth Jarvis scored on a power play to extend his 
goal streak to three games. 

The Canes dominated the third period. The Islanders managed just five 
shots as the Canes pressured New York goalie Semyon Varlamov with 
15 shots. 

“Everyone tightened up to help out a teammate,” Stepan said. 

With center Vincent Trocheck given the day off, Domi began the game 
centering a line with Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Martinook. 
Brind’Amour flipped Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen in the third and it 
was Teravainen whose centering pass from behind the net set up Domi 
for a quick strike and the goal. 
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It was an active game for Domi, a feisty type who doesn’t hold back. He 
came to Svechnikov’s defense in the first period, slashing defenseman 
Zdeno Chara. His in-your-face style of play appeared to irritate most of 
the guys in the Islanders lineup and there was still some pushing and 
jawing after the final horn. 

Domi, obtained at the trade deadline from Columbus, has been used all 
over the lineup, at wing and center, and Brind’Amour said, “It’s taken us a 
little while to figure him out. I think he’s gotten better and better and more 
comfortable in how we play.” 

But it should be difficult for anyone with the Canes to be very comfortable 
in the next few days with Andersen and Raanta out. The Stanley Cup 
playoffs begin May 2, but the Canes still have two games remaining, and 
Kochetkov might have to start both. 

“It’s unfortunate with the injuries,” team captain Jordan Staal said. “But 
‘Kuchie’ has come in and played well and we’re going to continue to fight 
for him and play well for him and we’ll keep moving on.” 

News Observer LOADED: 04.25.2022 
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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta leaves Islanders game with apparent 
injury, Kochetkov in 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The team said during the second intermission Raanta was out for the rest 
of the game. He was replaced in goal on Long Island by rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who made his NHL debut Saturday against the New Jersey 
Devils. 

Antti Raanta is coming out of the game for the #Canes. 

He was in some clear lower-body pain after making this stop a few 
moments ago. Tried to play on in the moments following, but you could 
see he was hurt. pic.twitter.com/K2UTiGhghp 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) April 24, 2022 

Kochetkov got his opportunity as an emergency call-up from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL after goalie Frederik Andersen was injured April 16 
against the Colorado Avalanche. 

Raanta showed some discomfort after stretching out to make a pad save 
during the second period of a Metro Division game. The Canes led 2-1 at 
the time. 

He then made another sprawling save before play finally was stopped 
with 7:03 left in the period and Kochetkov came in to work in his second 
game in as many days. 

News Observer LOADED: 04.25.2022 
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Analyzing Rangers' potential playoff opponents with so much still 
unknown 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

The NHL standings board in the Rangers’ locker room will be watched 
carefully over the next week, for it will eventfully reveal what team they 
will be squaring off with in Round 1 of the playoffs.  

With three games left in the regular season, the Blueshirts are locked in 
for at least second place in the Metropolitan Division and home-ice 
advantage in the first round. The Rangers have tackled goal after goal, 
first securing a spot in the playoffs for the first time in five years before 
earning the right to kick off the series at Madison Square Garden.  

The next goal would be to finish the regular season as the top seed in the 
division, which the Rangers are now four points adrift of after their 3-1 
loss to the Bruins on Saturday. Their loss, plus the Hurricanes’ comeback 
victory over the Devils Saturday and 5-2 win over the Isles on Sunday 
gave Carolina its extra cushion.  

“We watched it because you always watch a game,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said when asked if he was paying attention to the 
Hurricanes. “It was 2-0 [Saturday], then all of a sudden, it was 3-2. We 
want to finish first. We want to win every game we play. But at the end of 
the day, when the season’s over, if we’re first or second, we still have 
home ice. It is what it is, but we want to try and win as many games as 
we can.”  

Depending on how the final stretch of the regular season shakes out, 
there are three teams the Rangers are most likely to play in the first 
round.  

If the season ended today, the Rangers would face the Penguins. That 
matchup has been the most anticipated, considering the two teams have 
held onto second and third in the Metro, respectively, for the last couple 
months. Pittsburgh would probably be the Rangers’ most desired 
opponent, especially after the way the final three games of their regular-
season series went.  

After getting shutout 1-0 in Pittsburgh in February, the Rangers handily 
defeated the Penguins in the next three meetings by a combined score of 
11-3. In their last matchup with the Penguins on April 7, the Rangers’ 3-0 
win proved to be one of their most complete games of the season.  

The fact that the Rangers have played the Penguins three times in the 
last two months would also be beneficial.  

Had the Rangers beaten the Bruins on Saturday and maintained a first-
place tie with the Canes, the likelihood of a Rangers-Bruins matchup 
would have increased. The Bruins had a two-point cushion on the 
Capitals for the top wild-card spot in the East and are in line to open the 
playoffs against the Metropolitan Division champion.  

Boston had a chance to pad that lead even more when they faced the 
Canadiens, while the Capitals could stay in the hunt with a win over the 
Maple Leafs on Sunday night.  

The Rangers have won two of the three games they played against the 
Bruins this season, but Saturday wasn’t an encouraging preview should a 
playoff series fall into place. Granted, the Rangers were missing a 
handful of key players, while the Bruins had some lineup staples return.  

Washington was two points behind the Penguins with a game in hand 
before facing Toronto on Sunday. If the Caps are able to surpass 
Pittsburgh in the Metro and the Rangers stay in second, or if Washington 
pulls ahead of Boston in the wild-card race and the Blueshirts jump to 
first, a Rangers-Capitals series could be on the horizon.  

The Rangers will face the Capitals in the final game of the regular season 
Friday.  

“Everybody knows going into the game that the team we’re playing [we 
could see again down the line],” Kevin Rooney said earlier this week. 
“But I don’t think it’s talked about as much. I think what we’ve done a 
great job of this year — at least Turk’s message has been always about 
us. Even going into the Islanders game [Thursday night], we showed a lot 
of clips before the game on our game and not too much on theirs.  

“I think that’s huge this time of year, is just focusing on our game. We’re 
not sure who we’re going to play, no matter who we’re going to play, it’s 
all going to be about the way we play and what makes us successful.  
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“In the back of our heads, we want to keep playing our game and doing 
the right things and the wins and losses hopefully will take care of itself.” 
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Five NY Rangers thoughts on Andrew Copp, Ryan Strome, salary cap 
and playoffs 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano  

 

How well has Andrew Copp fit in with the New York Rangers since his 
March 21 arrival? 

Let's examine some numbers and comparisons. 

For starters, he's been just as productive as Claude Giroux, considered 
the best forward traded at the deadline. The former Philadelphia Flyers' 
captain collected 17 points in his first 15 games with the Florida 
Panthers, while Copp posted 18 in the same span with the Blueshirts. 
(Giroux had a three-point showing in game No. 16 on Saturday, upping 
his total to 20.) 

He's outpaced another forward who was on the Rangers' radar, Rickard 
Rakell, who's registered 13 points through 17 games with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. And he's also averaging more points per game since the 
deadline than a couple of top targets who ended up staying put with their 
current teams, San Jose's Tomas Hertl and Dallas' Joe Pavelski. 

Copp's output has been eye-opening to many around the league. His 
offense has been trending up the past few years, but this is a player who 
never previously hit 40 points in a season. Now he's accumulated 53 (21 
goals and 32 assists) in 71 combined games with the Rangers and 
Winnipeg Jets, which would put him on pace to eclipse 60 points over the 
course of a full 82. 

TAKEAWAYS: Rangers fall in Boston, drop back to second place 

PRACTICE OBSERVATIONS: Balancing injuries vs. staying sharp 

His impact on the Rangers has been steady and undeniable, as 
evidenced by his 56.93% xGF and a team-best average of 4.74 goals for 
per 60 minutes at five-on-five since the deadline, according to Evolving 
Hockey. 

That makes his absence due to a lower-body injury sustained in 
Thursday's 6-3 win over the Islanders — during which Copp netted a 
natural hat trick in the first period — all the more concerning. Head coach 
Gerard Gallant has downplayed the severity and made it clear he 
expects the versatile forward back in time for the playoffs next week, 
which is good news in a believe-it-when-you-see-it kind of way. 

New York Rangers' Andrew Copp, left, shoots the puck past New York 
Islanders goaltender Semyon Varlamov (40) for a goal during the first 
period of an NHL hockey game Thursday, April 21, 2022, in Elmont, N.Y. 

Getting him healthy is priority No. 1, but it's hard not to think ahead and 
wonder if Copp has a future in the Big Apple. Multiple people with 
knowledge of the situation have told lohud.com, part of the USA TODAY 
Network, that the Rangers are very seriously considering making him an 
offer to stick around. That may sound obvious, but anyone whose familiar 
with next season's salary cap crunch knows that difficult decisions are 
coming. 

The Rangers have 16 current players who are under contract for next 
season, which would leave them with a projected $11.7 million in cap 
space to fill the remaining four-to-seven spots on the roster. A portion of 
that will go toward re-signing restricted free agents Kaapo Kakko and 

Sammy Blais and finding a backup goalie, but the biggest chunk will be 
devoted to locking up a second-line center. 

Both Copp and Ryan Strome, who has successfully occupied the 2C spot 
for the past three seasons, are set to be unrestricted free agents. The 
reality is that the Rangers can only afford to re-sign one (or neither). 

When listing off the strengths of each player, Strome gets a checkmark 
as the better playmaking option with an advantage in the skill 
department. He's averaged 0.81 points per game the past three seasons, 
dispelling doubters who thought his breakout campaign in 2019-20 was 
an Artemi Panarin-driven fluke. 

Strome has posted 52 points this season, reaching the 20-goal mark for 
the first time in his career. But it's worth noting that this year's points total 
is actually one behind Copp in the same number of games played. 

Will the Rangers bank on Copp sustaining his newfound level of 
production in future seasons? Or will they prefer the proven offensive 
commodity in Strome? 

That's unclear, but we know Copp has advantages in multiple categories 
that Gallant and team president Chris Drury value. He's the superior 
defensive player, posting a 1.91 xGA/60 since his arrival in New York, 
and has been used as a go-to forward on the penalty kill. He's better on 
faceoffs (51.8% for his career vs. 45.3% for Strome) and well-equipped 
to get to the net and other dangerous areas of the ice. He's also a year 
younger (27 vs. 28) and physically stronger, with a 15-pound upper hand 
over Strome. 

But while Copp brings a more well-rounded game, Strome is steeped in 
the Rangers' culture. He's become a locker-room favorite and a 
respected leader among his teammates, which can't be discounted as a 
factor. His relationship with Panarin has been well-documented, too, with 
the star forward lobbying keep his running mate around. 

With all of that in mind, who would you choose? 

Is the price right? 

If the asking the prices were equal, then the Rangers would be left with a 
very tough call. But if one player is willing to re-sign for a cheaper 
average annual value than the other, he would likely emerge as the 
preferred option. 

The initial belief was that would be Copp, with one person familiar with 
the situation indicating he had been seeking an AAV of $5 million from 
the Jets. 

That's in the Rangers' wheelhouse. They made a push in the winter to 
extend Strome for an AAV in the $5 million-to-$5.5 million range, but the 
two sides failed to land on agreeable terms. 

If Strome is looking for a $6 million-plus AAV and Copp will settle for a 
number that starts with "5," the odds would favor Copp sticking around. 
But you have to wonder how much the latter's price tag has gone up 
based on his early success as a top-six player in New York — and how 
much higher it could go if that continues in the playoffs. 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK - APRIL 19: Andrew Copp #18 and Ryan 
Strome #16 of the New York Rangers stand for starting line ups 
announcements before the game against the Winnipeg Jets at Madison 
Square Garden on April 19, 2022 in New York City. 

No salary-cap relief 

You what really stinks? 

The fact that teams are still being forced to nitpick every contract dollar 
more than two years after the COVID-19 pandemic began. 

It stinks for the players because it's limiting their earning potential, it 
stinks for the teams that have to let valuable pieces go in order to remain 
cap complaint and it stinks for the fans who may see their favorites 
players leave over a few hundred-thousand dollars, which is relative 
peanuts in the business of professional sports. 
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We all understand that COVID restrictions affected the NHL's bottom line, 
forcing teams to play in empty arenas, cutting down on the number of 
games played and taking away billions in revenue. But look at how many 
teams are right up against the $81.5 million cap, which has been flat for 
three straight seasons, and performing cap gymnastics just to keep core 
players. I'm sure many would appreciate some breathing room. 

The cap will mercifully inch up to $82.5 million next season, but it was 
supposed to be around $90 million (or more) by then. That's what the 
Rangers were anticipating in 2019-20 when they signed Panarin and 
Jacob Trouba and extended Chris Kreider. Now, as a result of the 
stagnant financial situation, they'll have to pinch pennies in negotiations 
with Copp and Strome — two players who clearly deserve raises — and 
any others they want to keep or bring in. 

It's an unfortunate set of circumstances, and while no one beyond this 
terrible virus is directly to blame, you have to wonder if there isn't a better 
solution. 

Playoff lineup decisions 

OK, let's stop worrying about what could happen this the summer and get 
back to the present. 

If Gallant is correct and the Rangers will have Copp, Kakko and Filip 
Chytil ready for Game 1 of the first round on either May 2 or May 3 — a 
big if — how will he arrange his lines? 

It's a subject we've pondered before, with the central question being: 
Would the coach be comfortable rolling with the "Kid Line" of Chytil, 
Kakko and Alexis Lafrenière? 

I've spoken to multiple people who have their doubts, especially 
considering Gallant hasn't used that combination all season. But if he 
wants to keep Barclay Goodrow as a playoff-tested veteran to add 
balance to that line, who gets moved? 

It's difficult to envision the Rangers messing with the top six if Copp is 
healthy and can rejoin Panarin and Strome, but it also feels like a long 
shot for any of the kids to be used in a fourth-line role. Then again, it's 
not like we haven't seen it. 

New York Rangers' Alexis Lafrenière plays against the Boston Bruins 
during the second period of an NHL hockey game, Saturday, April 23, 
2022, in Boston. 

The only other lineup question is: What will Gallant do with the bottom 
defensive pair? 

Rookie Braden Schneider has been entrenched on the right side, with 
Gallant saying last week, "He's earned everything he's gotten from the 
day he got called up." That leaves veterans Justin Braun and Patrik 
Nemeth in competition for the open spot on the left. 

Nemeth is a natural left-handed shooter and seems to have an edge with 
three regular-season games remaining. He's appeared in 11 of 16 games 
since the deadline, including Saturday's 3-1 loss to the Boston Bruin, 
while Braun has only played in seven. The latter is a slightly better skater 
and seems to move the puck more efficiently from the D zone to the 
forwards, while the former is a more physical defender and has a better 
long-range shot. 

The metrics give Braun a minor edge, albeit in a small sample size. His 
48.4% xGF since the deadline is better than Nemeth's 45.73%, while 
both have produced solid defensive numbers (1.86 xGA/60 for Braun vs. 
2.03 for Nemeth. The Rangers tend to score more often when Nemeth is 
on the ice (2.2 GF/60 vs. 1.18 for Braun), but that may be luck of the 
draw. 

It doesn't feel like a no-brainer decision either way, but it doesn't hurt to 
have options in case an in-series change is needed. 

Long odds at winning the division 

The Rangers' chances of winning the Metro Division took a big hit this 
weekend. In fact, moneypuck.com has reduced their odds for first place 
all the way down to 6.9%. 

That's because the Carolina Hurricanes won again Sunday, a 5-2 result 
over the Islanders, and have opened up a four-point lead. 

All hope isn't lost, with the Hurricanes traveling to Madison Square 
Garden on Tuesday night. A head-to-head win would cut the Blueshirts' 
gap back to two points, and if they follow that by beating the Montreal 
Canadiens on Wednesday, they'd be tied with 112 points apiece and one 
game to play. Then the Rangers will wrap-up their regular season by 
hosting Washington Capitals on Friday, while Carolina will conclude 
against the New Jersey Devils on Thursday. 

The problem is, the tiebreaker currently favors the Canes. They have 45 
regulation wins this season compared to 43 for the Rangers. 

The only clear path to a division title is if they win out and Carolina loses 
its final two. If that doesn't happen, there's one other scenario in which 
the Rangers come out on top. They'd have to win all three of their 
remaining games in regulation, while the Hurricanes beat the Devils in 
either overtime or a shootout. 

If neither of those scenarios play out, the Rangers will finish in second 
place and face either the Penguins or Capitals in the first round. 

Pittsburgh lost to the Flyers on Sunday, 4-1, and is now clinging to a two-
point lead with two games to play. Washington is in an advantageous 
spot with four games to play, with moneypuck.com now putting its odds 
of finishing in third place at 71.2%. 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 
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Nedeljkovic makes 17 saves, Red Wings blank Devils 3-0 

 

Tom Canavan 

 

NEWARK — A day after being embarrassed in a one-sided loss to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, the Detroit Red Wings bounced back with one of 
their best defensive games of the season. 

Alex Nedeljkovic had 17 saves, Oskar Sundqvist and Tyler Bertuzzi each 
had a goal and assist and the Red Wings beat the New Jersey Devils 3-0 
on Sunday. 

“Some things were said in the room after the game yesterday,” 
Nedeljkovic said of the 7-2 loss to the Penguins. “We’ve had too many of 
those games where we ended up getting kind of blown out, and today I 
think was a big game for some guys to kind of rebound and right the ship 
in a way, myself included.” 

The 17 shots allowed were the second-fewest in a game this season for 
Red Wings, who limited Anaheim to 15 on Jan. 31 in a 2-1 victory. 

“I think we had some urgency,” Detroit coach Jeff Blashill said after his 
team snapped a two-game losing streak and won for the second time in 
six games. “We had some jump in our game and some purpose; we were 
playing like we were playing for something, we were playing for some 
pride.” 

Sundqvist scored in the first period and Bertuzzi and Michael Rasmussen 
added late empty-net goals. 

New Jersey goaltender Andrew Hammond made 21 saves as the Devils 
lost their seventh straight game at home. 
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New Jersey played without captain Nico Hischier, who was ill. That left 
the Devils without their top two centers, with Jack Hughes out for the 
season. 

“It’s frustrating, you know, you really want to feel good, but you know, 
sometimes that’s just the way it is and you have to dig deep to get 
through the game,” veteran forward Tomas Tatar said. “But like I said, I’m 
personally disappointed. I would expect more from us.” 

The shutout was fourth of the season for Nedeljkovic and it involved a 
little good luck and a good challenge by the Detroit bench. 

Late in the second period, Devils forward Yegor Sharangovich took a 
bad-angle shot from the right corner that hit off the pad of a screened 
Nedeljkovic and went into the net, seemingly tying the game. 

The Red Wings challenged the goal. The replay showed Devils 
defenseman Damon Severson was clearly offside entering the zone, 
nullifying the goal. 

“They were kind of feeling it right there, but that happens; sometimes you 
get the bounces,” said Nedeljkovic, who saw Devils forward Pavel Zacha 
miss the net on a third-period breakaway with the score still 1-0. 

Detroit lost an apparent Adam Erne goal with 7:56 left when the officials 
decided the Red Wings forward interfered with Hammond on a shot by 
Danny DeKeyser. 

Sundqvist opened the scoring with 4:12 left in the first period on a bang-
bang play. Bertuzzi poked the puck off the stick of Devils forward 
Andreas Johnsson in the corner and it rolled right to Sundqvist for a quick 
shot that beat a startled Hammond. 

UP NEXT 

Red Wings: At Toronto on Tuesday night in second game of season-
ending three-game road trip. 

Devils: At Ottawa on Tuesday. 
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How David Goyette blazed his way to the top of the 2022 NHL Draft 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

LANDSHUT, Germany — The first time Rob Papineau saw David 
Goyette play hockey, he was standing in a London, Ont., rink scouting 
the Wendy Dufton Memorial Tournament, one of the biggest minor 
hockey events of every season. 

Goyette was the little kid with the weird background, one which shrouded 
him — and his future — in mystery. He was born in Quebec, he was now 
living in Eastern Ontario, but he was playing for the Connecticut-based 
South Kent School Selects Academy. 

So not only had those in attendance not seen as much of him as they 
had his peers, but they weren’t even sure if he was going to go take the 
OHL, QMJHL or NCAA paths that were all available to him. 

But it didn’t take long for Papineau, the general manager of the Sudbury 
Wolves, to realize he needed to do everything he could to pull him in his 
direction. 

“When you’re as good as David was, you have a lot of options,” 
Papineau said. “That was definitely something that he had earned.” 

And there was another problem: Papineau was surrounded by scouts, 
clad in their black jackets, and they could all see what he could. 

“He’s one of those guys where you see him play a shift and he just jumps 
off the ice with his speed. He just kind of controlled everything at that 
level. He was a little bit smaller at that time but we knew, just because I 
was standing next to a gentleman who pointed out his father, that his dad 
was a big man, 6-foot-3, with broad shoulders. And he didn’t have facial 
hair, where some kids do, and that can honestly indicate if they’re going 
to grow or they’re done growing, and so we knew he was going to come 
along that way,” Papineau said. “But just his speed, and his vision, and 
the way he controlled the game, it really did look like he was an 18-year-
old playing with 15-year-olds out there.” 

From that point on, the Wolves set their sights on Goyette as their first-
round target for the 2020 OHL draft, following him closely through to the 
Silver Stick Tournament. 

When the draft came, Goyette had posted 153 points in 65 games with 
South Kent Academy. And though the Wolves held the 11th selection, 
Goyette ranked atop their board. 

Unsure of whether he’d be available when it was their turn, they made 
their pitch to Goyette, his family, and his advisor, Octagon’s Andy Scott, 
nonetheless. 

There was the classic OHL case — the one that sells the best junior 
league in the world, with its pro-like schedule, as the surest preparation 
for a next level that is getting younger and younger. There was a year-by-
year plan for each of Goyette’s seasons in Sudbury as means to guide 
him out of the OHL and directly into the NHL. There was a track record of 
developing top prospects within a successful program, fresh off a Central 
Division title built around top 2020 NHL Draft prospect Quinton Byfield. 
And there was a clear local angle: Sudbury is a bilingual community. 

Now they wanted to rebuild again and they wanted to do it around 
Goyette. 

Two years later, after they got their guy and he chose the OHL, nothing 
about the way he got from Point A (the OHL draft) to Point B (the NHL 
draft) went quite as expected. The Wolves’ season-by-season plan for 
him went out the window when the OHL cancelled his 16-year-old 
campaign due to the pandemic. When he tried to find somewhere else to 
play during his lost year, he was swiftly booted out of the league. 

But Goyette’s destination — the top of the 2022 draft class — remains 
the same. 

As his belated rookie season wrapped up, he’d emerged as a bonafide 
star and potential first-round pick, leading all OHL rookies in goals (33) 
and points (73), with 11 more goals and 23 more points than his nearest 
teammate. 

“He’s on that path right now as a guy who should come through junior 
and be able to really quickly adjust to pro hockey. He’s hitting all of the 
buckets that we assumed he was going (to hit),” Papineau said. 

By the time Goyette was in Germany competing for Canada at the U18 
World Championships — another checkpoint in his and Sudbury’s plan 
— he’d sold the hockey world just like he’d sold Papineau all those years 
earlier. 

With speed. 

Before Goyette ever played his first game of organized hockey, his dad, 
Mike, after a move from the Montreal suburb of Saint-Jerome to the 
Montreal suburb of Mirabel, put his oldest of three sons into a different 
sport on the ice: speed skating. 

“I learned to skate doing speed skating. That’s kind of how I picked it up 
really,” David said. “And then when I switched to hockey I was just 
always pretty much the fastest guy everywhere I’d go.” 

A decade after picking up speed skating, while David’s hockey-playing 
peers split their time between lifting weights in the gym and hours-upon-
hours on the ice, Mike would drive him from their new home in 
Hawkesbury, Ont., an hour east of Ottawa, back to Montreal so he could 
train not with a strength coach but with Olympic track runner and four-
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time national 100-metre champion Nicolas Macrozonaris’ running club, 
Club Vainqueurs Plus. 

Today, if you watch David closely, you can see the signs of his 
background in both speed skating (which he did competitively for a few 
years) and track and field. 

You can see the former in the look of his skating. 

“You see the long strides and that’s all the speed skating,” Mike said. 

You can see the latter in his ability to quickly accelerate and change 
directions. 

“His skating just keeps getting better and better and better,” Papineau 
said. “Even coming in here (this year), he was like ‘Rob, I’ve been 
working on my skating, I’ve been working on my feet, and I think I’m even 
faster.’ And then he has just been flying ever since training camp. And 
the thing about David is it’s not just an ability to skate fast in a straight 
line, it’s really about his ability to control a puck and shift left and right in 
tight spaces. His agility and his mobility (are) exceptional at a high speed. 
In tight spaces, he can get out of them in a hurry. And that has really 
helped him playing against bigger guys in our league because he’ll get in, 
he’ll get pucks, and he’ll compete against anybody.” 

Though David is only listed at 5-foot-10.5 and 172 pounds, he has 
always been a natural athlete who has excelled even above and beyond 
his high-level peers on the ice and the track. 

Some of it is genetic. Mike is a Navy veteran who grew up playing 
football and, after completing his years of service in Vancouver, returned 
to Quebec to pursue Olympic boxing after meeting revered Canadian 
boxing coach Stéphan Larouche. Though he never got to live out his 
Olympic dream, Mike boxed competitively in bars, participated in the 
Jeux de la Francophonie for Team Quebec, and won the World Police 
and Fire Games in Indianapolis in 2001 (he remains a firefighter in 
Montreal). 

“I’m a tough guy, OK?” Mike said on a recent phone call, laughing. “And I 
was good. I was a good boxer. And I have always been an advocate of 
training and living a healthy life. That’s how I lived with my three boys. I 
always told David, ‘You’re a super athlete. If you decide to play any sport 
that you want, you’re going to make it because before you’re a hockey 
player, you’re a super athlete.'” 

Though none of the three boys became boxers (Sean Matthew, the 
youngest, plays AAA hockey, and Christopher, the middle boy, is a 
competitive swimmer), they sometimes spar with their dad, too. 

“It’s a really good workout,” David said. “I’ve seen a few videos of (Mike) 
boxing and it’s pretty funny. He’s really good at it, though.” 

But much of his athleticism is trained, too. 

“It’s something I always work on,” David said. 

“He’s one of the best athletes and hardest workers I’ve seen in all my 
life,” added Mike. “He could have been an elite boxer. He could have 
been an elite anything because he puts his work into it and he’s a 
natural.” 

The work he does with Macrozonaris on speed development isn’t very 
common among hockey players, either. Though Macrozonaris has 
trained some other NHL players and prospects (namely Joe Veleno, 
Daniel Sprong, Jakub Voracek and Jiri Hudler), the running club is made 
up predominantly of athletes from other sports (including football and 
baseball) these days. 

Macrozonaris says “a lot of people just don’t know about the importance 
of speed development in hockey,” and insists the energy systems of a 
hockey player and a sprinter are similar in many ways because they both 
have to be “very explosive, very powerful, very quick, but have the fitness 
so that your rate of recovery is within two minutes and you can repeat the 
same effort.” 

David made fast progress on all fronts. 

“Over time he has developed some very good, quality muscle tissues in 
his fast twitch. What differentiates him from a lot of athletes is his ability 
to put in the work and execute what needs to be done. That’s something 
that I think is remarkable. He deserves it. I can’t say nothing bad about 
working with David,” Macrozonaris said. “It was a big commitment for 
David and Mike because they were coming from quite a distance in 
Ontario. And he was very easy to coach and was a model athlete in a 
sense, where he was listening, doing it properly, and putting in the effort 
to execute the exercises with intensity. And he was reaping the benefits 
of the work that we were doing.” 

The results — which are products of both his variety and the way 
Macrozonaris has helped him transfer skills from track and field to the ice 
— are undeniable. 

At the testing combine held at this year’s CHL Top Prospects Game, 
Goyette produced a top-five time in four different speed-based drills 
(including a weaving drill, a reaction drill, and a transition drill) and was 
named the third-best overall performer for the entirety of the combine. 

While it now feels like David was always destined to get here, to the 
world stage in Germany at the end of a standout OHL season which 
made him a candidate for the NHL Draft’s first round, there were several 
moments along the way that could have led him down a different path. 

In his early days of minor hockey, though David was always a top player 
on his team, he wasn’t always the best player on the various all-star 
teams he played on — travelling with teams his dad helped put together 
to the famed Brick Tournament in Edmonton, or to the Quebec 
International Peewee Tournament, to playing alongside top 2004-born 
players like Noah Warren, Maveric Lamoureux, Antonin Verreault, Tristan 
Luneau (who’d become a No. 1 pick into the QMJHL) and later Ty Nelson 
(who’d become a No. 1 pick into the OHL). 

In time, though, if he didn’t surpass them, he always caught up to them. 

“He knew that there was guys that were better than him but he always 
did what he could to become as good as them,” Mike said. “He has it in 
him to be the best.” 

Through his bouncing around between Quebec, Ontario and then finally 
Connecticut, he was also forced to grow up faster than most kids his age. 
That began at South Kent, where he said not having billets and learning 
to live with his teammates in the school’s dorms helped him become 
quite independent. 

That independence required him to learn a new language when he 
moved to Hawkesbury at 13, too. 

“When they moved to Hawkesbury from Quebec, he didn’t speak any 
English. And now, he sounds like English is his first language and he 
speaks as fluently as you and I, and that’s only a few years ago,” 
Papineau said. “And that’s because everything he does he excels at, 
whether it’s hockey or learning a new language. He’s just an impressive 
young man.” 

His independence also helped him make some important decisions along 
the way, not the least of which was whether he was even going to go the 
OHL route. 

Before the Wolves selected David, Mike had actually tried to veer him 
down the college path. That got as far as a full-ride scholarship offer from 
Boston University. 

“I always told him Plan A is school and Plan B is hockey,” Mike said. “But 
he told me ‘Dad, for you Plan A was always school but my Plan A is 
hockey.’ So I said ‘Well, you’re old enough to decide, that’s your choice.’” 

Even after he made the decision to go the OHL route, there was 
consideration once the pandemic broke out as to whether he should go 
play in the USHL. That got as far as the Tri-City Storm drafting him, and 
conversations between the Goyettes, Scott, the OHL and Hockey 
Canada about whether he could go south. 
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When the OHL and Hockey Canada wouldn’t let him because the 
deadline had passed (in part because he was waiting for the OHL to 
return), Goyette joined the P.A.L. Junior Islanders in the National 
Collegiate Development Conference of the USPHL (a junior league 
based out of the Eastern U.S.) at their bubble in Tampa Bay for a month 
as a last-ditch effort to get into games. 

But after posting six points in four games, rival teams complained about 
his eligibility, convened a meeting in Tampa, argued he had to be 
pursuing college to play, and threw him out of the league. 

“I was a pretty good player and they saw that I had a contract in the OHL, 
so they kicked me out of there,” David said, smiling and chuckling. “So I 
had to come right back after that. That was pretty funny. Last year was a 
weird year.” 

(Ryan Lefebvre / OHL Images) 

Following what Mike called a “disaster” in Tampa, David joined his local 
Jr. A team, the Hawkesbury Hawks. The Hawks had drafted him back in 
2019 with the No. 4 pick in the CCHL Bantam Protected Draft and the 
league was launching what it called a “development scrimmage series,” a 
two-stint exhibition schedule that played first in November and December 
of 2020, and then again in February and March of 2021. 

Though the games don’t appear on his Hockey DB or Elite Prospects 
pages, David scored seven goals and 12 points in 12 games for 
Hawkesbury (both of which led the team in scoring despite being its 
youngest forward by two years) in a pair of series against the Rockland 
Nationals and the Cornwall Colts. 

From afar, Papineau kept tabs as David made his mark. 

“Talking to (Hawks head coach and general manager) Rick Dorval, he 
said he was an unbelievable kid in practice, he listens, he works hard. 
There was no maintenance with him at all. He just came to the rink every 
day and played hockey and in a season that wasn’t really an official 
season and he was supposed to be in Sudbury, he approached it like he 
was and just got on the ice and did the best he could with the guys he 
was playing with,” Papineau said. “There were nothing but good things 
said about him.” 

After all of that, David wasn’t initially expected to be a first-round pick into 
the NHL, either. When NHL Central Scouting released its players to 
watch list in the fall, he was given a ‘B’ rating, which “indicates a 2nd/3rd 
round candidate.” At midseason, they ranked him 35th among North 
American skaters. 

That began to change after David made a Christmas Day phone call to 
thank him for what he’d done for him in the first half and promise a 
breakout second half. 

When he returned, he delivered on that promise, exploding down the 
stretch to produce the biggest moments of the Wolves’ season. 

Papineau can rattle them all off. 

A four-goal game in an 8-4 win over the talked-about Kingston 
Frontenacs on a nationally televised game on TSN. A huge hit to 
separate his man from the puck, take it to the middle of the ice, and 
score to deliver a second big win over those Frontenacs. A recent win 
against the OHL’s best team, the Hamilton Bulldogs, where he took on 
the league’s meanest player, Arber Xhekaj, in the corner, drew a double-
minor penalty which helped the Wolves tie the game, and then scored 
the winner on a breakaway in overtime. 

“He’s a guy that brings all the elements. And just when you talk to him, 
he’s a hockey sponge. I’ve had different NHL teams tell me about their 
interviews where David’s talking to them about the system their team 
plays because he’s a student of the game and he watches it and studies 
them. He’ll be out watching our affiliate, the Sudbury Cubs, just to be in 
the rink. He just loves the game,” Papineau said. “And I look back on that 
conversation (at Christmas) and it wasn’t just him making a call to talk to 
me. It was him planning for his moment and then he has gone on to do 
it.” 

David and Papineau both have big plans for what comes next, too. 

Papineau hopes his leading scorer will take on a leadership role next 
season and help the Wolves get back into the playoffs. 

“Everything about him he does at an elite level. That jumps out at me 
when you’re a young guy. He’s a guy that leads by example. He’s a well-
liked teammate. He’s very personable, he’s very humble, he’s had some 
really good success in this game at a young age and he doesn’t come off 
that way at all. He’s very appreciative of everybody’s time and very 
respectful,” Papineau said. 

For David, this season was just the beginning. After Germany, he hopes 
to see his NHL Central Scouting ranking rise once more in advance of his 
draft day. Because the 2022 draft is being held in Montreal, he’s also 
going to have a big crowd of family and friends on hand. 

After the draft, he plans to get back in the gym with his brothers and on 
the track with Macrozonaris to do what he loves to do most: get faster. 

Papineau’s not sure that’s possible, but he doesn’t doubt his ambition. 

“One thing I love about David is his drive to continue to get better,” 
Papineau finished. “That’s something that has stuck with me on him. You 
look at the second half that this guy has had and it has been 
unbelievable. He has been on fire. I had one NHL scout tell me he’s the 
hottest guy for draft eligibles in the CHL since the New Year. And that’s 
just the commitment he made.” 

With reporting in Kitchener, Ont. 

(Top photo: Luke Durda / CHL Images) 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.25.2022 

1242653 Websites 

 

ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - Battle of Florida highlights 
Sunday's schedule 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

 

Some rivalries in the NHL have existed for decades; think Boston Bruins-
Montreal Canadiens, Chicago Blackhawks-Detroit Red Wings, New York 
Rangers-New York Islanders, etc. But some of the most heated grudge 
matches have materialized more recently, such as the one between the 
Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning. 

The two Florida teams would seem like natural rivals, but the clubs didn't 
hit peaks in their competitive cycles simultaneously until the past few 
seasons. And now, their games are simply must-watch for all hockey 
fans, period. That included the first-round series from the 2021 Stanley 
Cup playoffs, and it includes tonight's game (7 ET, ESPN+ and Hulu). 

Both clubs are playoff-bound, and this could be a preview of a second-
round matchup, should the Panthers defeat the East's second wild card 
(currently the Washington Capitals), and the Lightning take care of the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. But we're pretty sure no one will be thinking that far 
ahead with their rivals on the other side of the ice tonight. 

As we enter the final stretch of the 2021-22 regular season, it's time to 
check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams jockeying for 
position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Friday's games 
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Thursday night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-TNT games available to 
stream on ESPN+. 

Detroit Red Wings at New Jersey Devils, 1 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at New York Islanders, 1 p.m. 

Edmonton Oilers at Columbus Blue Jackets, 1 p.m. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at Philadelphia Flyers, 4 p.m. (TNT) 

Tampa Bay Lightning at Florida Panthers, 7 p.m. (ESPN+, Hulu) 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. (ESPN+, Hulu) 

Colorado Avalanche at Winnipeg Jets, 7 p.m. 

Boston Bruins at Montreal Canadiens, 7 p.m. 

Minnesota Wild at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m. 

St. Louis Blues at Anaheim Ducks, 8:30 p.m. 

San Jose Sharks at Vegas Golden Knights, 10 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Buffalo Sabres 5, New York Islanders 3 

Pittsburgh Penguins 7, Detroit Red Wings 2 

Carolina Hurricanes 3, New Jersey Devils 2 (OT) 

Boston Bruins 3, New York Rangers 1 

Ottawa Senators 6, Montreal Canadiens 4 

Tampa Bay Lightning 6, Nashville Predators 2 

Florida Panthers 3, Toronto Maple Leafs 2 (OT) 

Dallas Stars 3, Seattle Kraken 2 

San Jose Sharks 4, Chicago Blackhawks 1 

Calgary Flames 6, Vancouver Canucks 3 

St. Louis Blues 5, Arizona Coyotes 4 (OT) 

Los Angeles Kings 4, Anaheim Ducks 2 

Expanded standings 

Note: x = clinched playoff spot; y = clinched division title; z = clinched 
best conference record; e = eliminated 

Atlantic Division 

z - Florida Panthers 

Points: 120 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. TB (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 109 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ WSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 104 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ FLA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 101 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ MTL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 
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e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ NJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. BOS (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 110 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ NYI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 101 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ PHI (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Washington Capitals 

Points: 99 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. TOR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. CAR (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 24 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. EDM (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. DET (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 
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Next game: vs. PIT (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ WPG (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Minnesota Wild 

Points: 107 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ NSH (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 107 

Regulation wins: 42 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ ANA (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. MIN (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 95% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 85% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. COL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. PHI (Monday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

y - Calgary Flames 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ CBJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 
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Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: vs. SJ (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 21% 

Tragic number: 5 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ VGK (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. STL (Sunday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team might move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. The 2022 draft lottery 
will be held on May 10. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 59 

Regulation wins: 19 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 19 

6. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 15 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 25 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 70 

Regulation wins: 19 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

11. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 22 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 
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Points: 77 

Regulation wins: 24 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 81 

Regulation wins: 28 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Lafleur tribute teaches young Canadiens the weight of 
club's legacy 

 

Eric Engels  

 

MONTREAL — For 10 minutes and 10 seconds, the fans roared 
relentlessly for No. 10. They bellowed at the top of their lungs, alternating 
between chants of "Guy! Guy! Guy!" and "Olé, Olé, Olé." They even 
refused to pause when Montreal Canadiens public service announcer 
Michel Lacroix asked for a moment of silence to honour the life of Guy 
Lafleur, who was taken too soon by cancer at age 70, just 37 years after 
playing his final game for the franchise he lived for. 

The Canadiens — masters of ceremony — delivered. They took the 
advertisements off the boards and dressed them with Lafleur’s name, his 
autograph, his number, his lifespan (1951-2022) and their logo — all in 
black and white — and then they turned the house lights down, put three 
striking Images of Lafleur up on the scoreboard, and superimposed a 
holographic image of his No. 10 over the big CH logo at centre ice. 

The Images of his Hall of Fame career ran while Ginette Reno’s 
breathtaking L’Essentiel blared out of the speakers. Frank Sinatra’s My 
Way was a seamless transition to his highlights, with the song hitting its 
crescendo right as the clip ran of Lafleur skating into the most 
memorable one-timer of his career — the one he took in 1979, at the 
Montreal Forum, in Game 7 of the Stanley Cup semifinal, to tie things up 
at 4-4 and keep a dynasty alive against the visiting Boston Bruins, who 
were also incidentally at the Bell Centre on this night, standing by their 
bench, watching this ceremony and preparing to play the modern-day 
Canadiens. 

NHL Highlights: Bruins 5, Canadiens 3 

Just 10 feet away sat Nick Suzuki and Cole Caufield, awestruck, staring 
up at the scoreboard and having their concept of what it means to be a 
Montreal Canadien redefined with every thunderous roar from the crowd. 

Symbolically, the torch has been passed to them. It is a rite of passage 
through Canadiens lore, and one they couldn’t possibly comprehend 
quite as well before this night. 

“They will after, though,” Lafleur’s former teammate, Réjean Houle, 
predicted an hour before the game. 

“They’re going to understand,” he said after watching a rehearsal of the 
video tribute earlier in the day and knowing full well what type of 
reception Lafleur would receive once it ran. 

“It’s going to be something special,” Houle added. 

It was something more than that — especially for the young stars of the 
Canadiens who never watched Lafleur build such an enormous legacy 
that his number would be placed over the team’s iconic logo. It was an 
education. 

“Guy never put himself above the Canadiens,” affirmed former captain 
and current ambassador Yvan Cournoyer, who, along with Houle, was 
among the many alumni seated right behind the team’s bench, wiping 
tears away as the fans chanted Lafleur’s name. 

“None of these guys put themselves above the team, and I hope the kids 
know that’s how it has to be to win,” Cournoyer said before taking his 
chair in Canadiens owner Geoff Molson’s section. 

Bob Gainey was close by. Guy Lapointe, Pierres Bouchard and Mondou, 
and Yvon Lambert (who scored the overtime winner against the Bruins in 
’79 to send the Canadiens to battle the New York Rangers for their fourth 
consecutive Cup), too. And every time Suzuki, Caufield, and their 
teammates returned from a shift in this 5-3 loss to Boston, they were 
surrounded by greatness and reminded of the link they share with greats. 

“I think you never want to take playing for the Montreal Canadiens for 
granted,” Suzuki said after scoring his 21st of the season to get his team 
to within one goal of the Bruins in the third period. “The most historic 
franchise in the league, all the jerseys in the rafters, all the players that 
came before us, and it’s truly an honour to play for those guys and carry 
the torch. So, for me, it’s never take a day for granted playing for this 
organization and how much the players mean to this city and how much 
we can inspire people around the city.” 

It’s what both he and Caufield want to do for seasons to come — and 
certainly beyond this one, which has seen the Canadiens go from 
Stanley Cup finalists in 2021 to draft-lottery favourites in 2022. 

Still, they’ve played hard down the stretch and played hard in this game 
of greater significance, hoping to continue making that sacred connection 
that Lafleur made with fans, both on and off the ice. 

“I think that should be the goal every player that plays here,” Caufield 
said after the game. “The fans are just emotional, they want you to win, 
they want you to do your best. 

“I know Guy was a warrior. He gave it his all every night. So, I think that’s 
something we can look up to and try and put forth our best effort every 
night and, every chance we get to put on the jersey, lay it all on the line 
and have no regrets.” 

It’s what Jean Béliveau did, and Maurice Richard before him. 

They, along with Lafleur, were royalty here; Quebec-born superstars who 
each scored 500 goals, won multiple Cups with the Canadiens, and 
made indelible marks in the community like no one else before them. 

“There’s a certain group of those people here with the Canadiens who 
stand out head and shoulders above the rest of the great players that 
have played for the franchise over 100-plus years,” said Gainey. “It 
turned out to be such an enormous advantage for me to have time with 
some of those people as a teammate, or simply like Jean Beliveau—
having to spend time with him in the hallway or in his office upstairs or in 
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some other place where he could impart a little bit of his knowledge just 
in casual conversation. A personality like that, or Guy, makes you better, 
and then you try to impart that onto somebody else. And that’s what has 
helped this franchise be so great and so successful over a long period of 
time.” 

That tradition continued last Tuesday, when Caufield had an encounter 
with Cournoyer, which was arranged by the Canadiens. 

“I told him the other day, ‘You know what? It takes guys like you to win 
the Stanley Cup,’” Cournoyer said. 

Can you imagine the impact of such a statement on this 21-year-old 
budding star? 

“I mean, to hear that from him, it really goes a long way,” said Caufield. 
“To have someone like that, that’s won so many Cups and done all the 
right things in this city, it’ll for sure go a long way with me and it’s 
something that I’ll be humbled about. 

“But it means a lot deep down, and it’s something that I can instill in my 
own career and hopefully give other guys the fire and the drive that I 
had.” 

If you do it right, maybe you’ll build a legacy half as good as the one 
Lafleur left behind. 

“I think if (the players) can take anything from this it’s: as good as a 
hockey player Guy was, he was a better person,” said Canadiens coach 
Martin St. Louis. “And I think if they did not know that, I hope they 
understand that. I think that’s so valuable … I think that’s very important, 
and I think our players understand that.” 

    Un dernier adieu. 

    One last salute.#GuyGuyGuy pic.twitter.com/mY8cJ0mYCk 

    — Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) 

    April 25, 2022 

Led by Brendan Gallagher, they gathered below Lafleur’s retired jersey 
and saluted it with their sticks before leaving the ice. 

Guy! Guy! Guy! echoed once again throughout the building. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hit with injuries, Maple Leafs prioritize health but salvage a 
win over Capitals 

 

Luke Fox 

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Toronto Maple Leafs are officially in survival 
mode. 

They must preserve for the playoffs more than prepare for them at this 
point. 

Top-line winger Michael Bunting limping off the ice Saturday in Florida 
was a sharp reminder of quickly depth can dwindle. As was star centre 
John Tavares’s taking an ultra-rare day of rest Sunday in Washington for 
load management. 

“The reality is, you gotta play the games, and injuries happen in our 
game,” coach Sheldon Keefe said, prior to Toronto’s 4-3 shootout win 
over the Capitals. Playing their third playoff team in four nights, the Leafs 
looked gassed for prolonged stretches. The scoreboard was much 
gentler than the opposition. 

“You try to do all that you can to keep your players healthy. But you still 
have to be competitive and play the games.” 

“Competitive” was a little hit-and-miss during an uneven 1-1-1 road trip 
on which the Leafs were outscored 14-6. 

After losing a high-paced overtime to Florida, hopping a charter, and 
settling into their D.C. hotel around 4 a.m. Sunday, the Leafs were 
running on fumes and into a rested and rowdy Capitals squad. 

“We definitely didn't have our best tonight,” Jason Spezza said. 

“It's just next-man-up mentality this time of year. Different night, different 
guys have to step up. And I think it's just the nature of the time of year. 
You're not always going to be healthy. You're not always going to have a 
full lineup.” 

Mercifully, two games remain. 

Spezza impressed with Kallgren's performance in win vs. Capitals 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:16 

Tuesday’s home date versus lottery-bound Detroit should have all the 
intensity of an exhibition match, and Friday’s finale against Boston could 
be either a tone-setter or a no-hitter. We’ll see. 

For all the bluster over the Maple Leafs’ roster depth in recent weeks, the 
bumps and bruises are taking a toll. 

Goal champ Auston Matthews needed a week off to recover from an 
undisclosed ailment. 

Rookie defenceman Timothy Liljegren — breaking out nicely since being 
paired with Mark Giordano — needed Sunday off to heal some wounds, 
a decision that necessitated an emergency callup of journeyman left shot 
D-man Carl Dahlstrom. 

Veteran Jake Muzzin traveled on this three-game road trip but was not 
deemed fit enough to play in a single game. Muzzin is dealing with an 
undisclosed injury, unrelated to the two concussions he suffered earlier 
this year, but he hasn’t looked like himself for months now. 

Rasmus Sandin (knee) is a smart bet to be recovered for Game 1. 
Ondrej Kase (concussion) feels like a long shot. And backup goalie Petr 
Mrazek, out with his third groin injury as a Leaf, is weeks away. 

More clarity on Bunting’s injury should come Monday, when the club 
returns to Toronto and the winger undergoes further testing. 

“His spirits are OK,” relays Justin Holl. “Obviously, he's frustrated. What 
he says is, ‘It's a bad time of year to have something like this happen.’ 
Which is true — but we don't really know what the severity is. So, 
everyone's fingers are crossed.” 

Toronto rested No. 1 goalie Jack Campbell, leaned heavily on Erik 
Källgren’s bounce-back effort, and dressed a lineup against the hard-
hitting Capitals that revealed some limitations to their depth. 

Wayne Simmonds, a healthy scratch not so long ago, was promoted to 
the third line. Alexander Kerfoot centred the second unit. And rookie Nick 
Abruzzese was given a crack on the top line with Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner. 

Keefe’s options are now limited by injuries and the salary cap. 

Bunting (and Kase, for that matter) bring some grease and fearlessness 
to the top nine that will be sorely missed come May. 

“It's a big loss for us,” Keefe said. “[Bunting] is a unique player for our 
group with his skill-set and his energy and his attitude that he plays with. 
We've grown to really appreciate what he does. He brings a lot to our 
group.  
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“We've played without different people all throughout the season at 
different times. The [2-1] stretch we just played without Auston, as an 
example, where guys stepped up. And more of the same here — guys 
will take advantage of the opportunities that come their way.” 

It wasn’t pretty, but the depth grinded and prevailed on this night. 

A late rally keyed by Ilya Mikheyev and Spezza salvaged a point in 
regulation, and Kerfoot’s shootout winner earned Toronto the bonus. 

One more standings point, and the Leafs lock up home ice in Round 1. 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

Maple Leafs fans understand better than most how key injuries can affect 
the outcome of a playoff series. 

As antsy as they are for games that matter, their main priority is health. 
Even more so than securing the second seed. 

“We’ve got to take care of our players here,” Keefe stressed. 

“I'm not going to be taking too much out of this one here. We’re just 
gonna press 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• With Liljegren out, ex-Flames Giordano and T.J. Brodie were reunited 
as a pair — but it was a tough outing to judge. 

“There's a little bit of rust there,” admitted Giordano, who had to adjust to 
Brodie’s left curve. “I stuffed him with a couple of passes there tonight. 
Just getting used to that again.” 

• The Capitals head into the last week of the regular season with no clue 
who will be their Game 1 starter. Vanecek has started 38 games with 23 
wins and .910 save percentage. Ilya Samsonov has started 37 games 
with 23 wins and a .897 save percentage. 

Neither has a contract for 2022-23 yet. 

“We’re going right down to the end here watching the goalies,” coach 
Peter Laviolette says. 

• Ilya Lyubushkin set a new career high in goals (two). He has scored 
more in 29 games as a Maple Leaf than he had in 180 games for Arizona 
(one). 

• Rick Tocchet confirmed on Spittin’ Chicklets this week that the Maple 
Leafs made him a tempting offer in the off-season to be an associate 
coach. (The Penguins and Bruins also reached out.) 

Tough decision, Tocchet said. He chose to spend the season as a TNT 
analyst but looks to get back in the league a head coach down the road. 

• Matthews is idle at 58 goals and down to two games to hit 60. His 
current five-game goal “drought” is the longest of his season. 

With an assist on Lyubushkin’s strike, Marner increased his point total to 
97. One hundred is within grasp. 
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Sportsnet.ca / ‘Scary’ seeing Alex Ovechkin injured on breakaway versus 
Maple Leafs 

 

Luke Fox  

 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – With the NHL playoffs starting next week, every 
injury to a star player carries with it a held breath. 

Charging on a clear breakaway, Washington’s Alex Ovechkin was tripped 
up by Toronto goaltender Erik Källgren and crashed hard into the end 
boards with his left shoulder 

The 50-goal captain crouched down on the ice in pain before rising to his 
feet, expressing his discontent to the officials, and skating off the trainers’ 
room with an upper-body injury. 

He did not return to the game, and Capitals coach Peter Laviolette said 
Ovechkin would need further evaluation. No penalty was called on the 
play. 

Ovechkin leaves the game after going down awkwardly into the boards 

“I think he skated into my stick and tripped on it. So, it was not my 
intention to trip him, and I hope he's well,” explained Källgren, following 
the Maple Leafs’ 4-3 shootout victory. 

“Obviously he was frustrated, but I didn’t I mean to trip him. I didn’t mean 
cause an injury, so I hope he’s fine.” 

The rookie netminder said he’s been admiring Ovechkin “since forever” 
and found it a surreal experience just to face his legendary shot in the 
game. 

“You don’t like seeing great players go down, so I hope he’s OK,” added 
veteran Jason Spezza. 

Ovechkin’s durability is nearly respected as his slap shot. Since entering 
the league in 2005-05, the 36-year-old has appeared in 97 per cent of all 
Capitals games. 

"I've never met anyone tougher than that guy,” teammate T.J. Oshie said. 

“We all hope he's fine. I just talked to him, and I think he'll be all right. It's 
always scary seeing Big 8 go down and lay on the ice. He's a tough guy. 

“But if there was anyone I would imagine wouldn't miss any more time 
than he needs to, it'd be 8." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' failure to put Blue Jackets out of reach proves 
costly 

Columbus Blue Jackets goalie Elvis Merzlikins, left, stops a shot by 
Edmonton Oilers forward Zach Hyman during the first period an NHL 
hockey game in Columbus, Ohio, Sunday, April 24, 2022. (Paul 
Vernon/AP) 

 

Mark Spector 

 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — It was, alas, one of the stranger “too many men” 
penalties you are ever going to see. And punitive, as it would turn out. 

The teams were changing on the fly, but nobody was actually “flying.” It 
was a wholesale change, except the Edmonton Oilers possessed the 
puck — so sending five guys over the boards as Duncan Keith stood 
patiently behind his net with the puck on his blade in a 2-2 game, was 
definitely not the plan. 

Five fresh Columbus Blue Jackets players came on to the ice, as did five 
Oilers, joining Keith. 
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Er, wait a sec… 

“And coming off a good shift too. We were getting some momentum,” 
added Oilers defenceman Tyson Barrie. “Yeah, that is a weird one. I’ll 
have to go back and watch the tape as to what we were up to there. Not 
an ideal one for sure.” 

The penalty, however innocuous, stood as the turning point in a game 
that should have been closed out over the previous two periods by 
Edmonton. The Oilers entered the third period with a 2-1 lead, where it 
could easily have been 4-1 or 5-1. 

But the Blue Jackets hung around, and hung around, and then tied the 
game on a scrambly goal just 96 seconds into the third. Then, at the 
eight-minute mark, Keith stood cooly, patiently behind his net, as 
Edmonton sought to exert their will over a Blue Jackets team whose 
playoff aspirations have been dead for weeks upon weeks. 

“There was a little bit of pushing match on the way off between our 
forward and their D-man,” explained head coach Jay Woodcroft, of the 
suspect change. “We stayed on, and the person jumping on for that that 
player didn't realize that he didn't come off. 

“A mental error at an important point in the game.” 

On the ensuing power play, little Nick Blankenburg — an Okotoks Oilers 
grad playing just his sixth NHL game since leaving the University of 
Michigan Wolverines earlier this month — sifted a long wrist shot through 
a screen that gave Columbus a lead they would not surrender in a 5-2 
win. 

And an Oilers team that has recently downed such Western mighties as 
Colorado, Vegas, Dallas and Nashville fell prey in Columbus, a wasteful 
two points left on the table — but perhaps inevitable after the healthy run 
this Oilers team has put together to all but clinch second place in the 
Pacific. 

“We didn't capitalize, right?” said Zach Hyman, who like Brett Kulak, 
Kailer Yamamoto, Barrie and a few others, failed to bury Grade A 
chances in the opening 40 minutes that would have rendered the final 20 
moot. “We had extended O-zone possessions, had good looks… That’s 
just what happens, when you let a team stick around, right? You give 
them life. 

“As you get close to the playoffs, those chances are getting harder to 
come by,” Hyman reminded. “So we’ve got to put it to ourselves to bear 
down, and especially early. Put them away early and take the life out of 
the game.” 

Connor McDavid had two assists, reaching a new career-high with 118 
points (43 goals, 75 assists). Leon Draisaitl scaled the 55-goal plateau 
for the first time in his career as well, with a signature power-play one-
timer from his office. 

But the big milestone was left for one of their remaining three games, as 
Edmonton needs a win — or a loss by the Los Angeles Kings — to clinch 
second place in the Pacific and home ice advantage in Round 1. 

“The bottom line is you have to be better,” said Barrie, who was less 
concerned with a clunky third period than the 40 minutes that preceded it. 
“We had a lot of chances to score in the first two periods. We have to 
bear down on our chances, be sharper and put them away when we 
have a chance. 

“We were chasing it there at the end of the game when we probably 
could have avoided that.” 

For a head coach who loves to teach, this lesson will require little 
instruction. It’s up to each guy, he said, to be finer with their opportunities 
to avoid reckless losses like the one Edmonton suffered on Sunday in 
Ohio. 

“On a personal level, we can be sharper to convert those,” Woodcroft 
said. “Their goaltender played very well, and that’s the type of 
goaltending you’re going to see … in the playoffs. You have to find a way 

to be personally sharp, so that you can maximize those opportunities. 
Because there won’t be as many in the playoffs.” 

Edmonton played without Darnell Nurse, who is back in Edmonton with a 
lower body injury, and Jesse Puljujarvi, who stayed home ill. Among the 
six defencemen asked to replace Nurse’s nightly 25 minutes, only Barrie 
exceeded 20 minutes in ice time at 21:42. Of the other five defencemen, 
only Kris Russell (16:53) played less than 18 minutes. 

“Missing Nursey, he’s a big piece of this team,” said Barrie. “You don't 
replace what he brings, and you saw all of our minutes go up tonight. 
Hopefully he won’t be out that long.” 

Edmonton flew to Pittsburgh after the game, where they will practice 
Monday in preparation for Tuesday night’s conclusion of their 2021-22 
road schedule, a game against the Penguins. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Breaking down the Maple Leafs' two losses in Florida 

 

If the playoffs started today, the Toronto Maple Leafs would take on the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in a Round 1 matchup. If they make it through that 
series, it’s likely they’d face off against the Florida Panthers next. 

Lucky for Toronto, they got a preview against both teams over the last 
few games to gauge how they stack up. Unlucky for the Maple Leafs, 
they walked away with two losses. 

Let’s take a deeper look. 

Maple Leafs vs. Lightning 

The Maple Leafs' Thursday night matchup was tough by every stretch of 
the word. The even-strength battle was tilted in Tampa Bay’s direction. 
The Lightning generated more shots (53-41 attempts) and slot attempts 
(25-14); the quality of their shots equated to a 3.55 expected goal total 
that exceeded Toronto’s generation of just 1.33. While the home team 
had a slight edge in rush chances, where they really stifled their 
opponent was off the cycle, holding Toronto to just two quality attempts 
when creating 13 for. 

And then came the special teams battle, which Tampa Bay won handily. 

At no point in the game were the Leafs ahead in the xG battle — the 
Lightning absolutely ran away with it, especially in the second half of the 
game. The finally tally was 5.36 - 2.15 in all situations. 

To Toronto’s credit, they were without their MVP, Auston Matthews. The 
centre was a force in the teams' last matchup earlier in April that the 
Maple Leafs won 6-2. But there are still takeaways for this single game. 

One key takeaway plays right off that. It’s ensuring this isn’t a one line, or 
one player team once the post-season kicks off. Matthews is going to 
face tough matchups, no matter how the deck is stacked. He’ll likely see 
a lot of Victor Hedman in his Norris-calibre season. Anthony Cirelli’s 
outstanding defensive play is going to trouble him. Or he could be in 
power-versus-power matchups with Brayden Point. 

If Tampa figures out a way to shut down the centre’s elite offensive 
attack, they’re going to need supplementary scoring to get by. While 
collectively the team has been a strong offensive generator all season, 
their finishing has fallen below expected at times. 

Another is seeing how teams bounce back from tough meetings. The two 
games the Lightning and Maple Leafs played this month alone can 
represent the ebbs and flows of a series. Just because a team absolutely 
crushes the other in one meeting doesn’t mean it’s game, set, match. 
That was true when the Lightning lost, and now the Maple Leafs. 
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It’s all about how teams respond in the next game. The back-to-back 
champion Bolts know that. And that’s the test for Toronto to get past the 
opening round. The challenge is doing that against a lineup with elite skill 
throughout. 

The other takeaway is the need to study the Lightning’s dynamic power 
play. On Thursday, the Leafs allowed three goals on the advantage. 

Generally, Toronto’s a strong team on the penalty kill and isn’t one-
dimensional. But they’ll have their work cut out for them to limit the 
danger. Areas to improve after this meeting include closing passing lanes 
to the quality areas, clearing screens, and recovering more rebounds to 
limit second-chance efforts. Penalty killers will have to learn those 
tendencies and read plays better to push play out of the offensive zone; 
that’s the best way to stop this team from scoring while up a skater. 

Maple Leafs vs. Panthers 

Toronto was the better team below the surface, and they managed fairly 
well with their lead, despite being without Jake Muzzin and losing 
Michael Bunting mid-game. The positive takeaways at even strength 
include the Maple Leafs ability to exceed the Panthers’ scoring chances 
for and odd-man rushes. Something they can work on to better contain 
their opponent is closing off passing lanes to suppress puck movement to 
the slot. 

But the focus may once again turn to how the Panthers managed to 
come back. In two straight meetings with Florida, Toronto has blown a 
lead and lost in overtime. Lucky for them, it wasn’t nearly as dramatic as 
last time — a 5-1 lead that turned into a 7-6 overtime loss. 

When teams trail, they tend to try to push the pace offensively, even if it 
makes making a riskier play. When teams lead, on the other hand, they 
can go into a shell, prioritizing defence. That one-dimensional strategy 
can burn a team, because if they fall short in their own zone, or their 
goaltender does, scores can quickly even. 

The Maple Leafs are one of the better teams at playing with a lead. They 
generate the third best rate of expected goals for at 5-on-5, second only 
to Florida. Their finishing slides down to fifth, with Minnesota, Colorado, 
and Tampa Bay moving ahead of them, but it’s still above expected. That 
explains why in some games they can run up the score better than most. 

On the other end of the ice, they allow the 10th lowest rate of expected 
goals against (2.43 per 60) at 5-on-5. So, when ahead in games, they 
tend to generate more than they allow. But as well as they may try to play 
in front of the blue paint, their goaltenders do allow more than expected; 
their actual goals against rate while leading is 20th in the league. 

Now, focus on their opponent. 

Florida is one of the best come-from-behind teams. Their expected goal 
generation (3.18 per 60) ranks third in the league, with Carolina and 
Toronto ahead. The Panthers’ finishing ability pushes them up to first in 
actual goals for (3.52 per 60). 

Now, maybe there is a question of sustainability. Could this style of play 
burn them over the next couple of weeks, when most teams tend to try to 
tighten up defensively and take fewer risks? It’s entirely possible. But 
given the strength of their offence and how they’ve managed specifically 
in this matchup, that can’t be the line of thinking. 

The Panthers happen to be fairly strong, in terms of expected goal 
limitation, even when trailing in games. For them, sometimes, the best 
defence is just an elite offence. 

So, the lesson to learn is the Maple Leafs can’t just try to clamp down 
and limit their opponents’ offensive creation given just how skilled they 
are. In the second period — a frame in which Toronto entered with a 2-0 
lead — they generated just .15 expected goals for at even strength to the 
Panthers’ 1.09. That may have contributed to the fact that these teams 
went to the locker room with the score knotted 2-2. 

Toronto did pick up the pace in the third and obviously won’t have to 
worry about 3-on-3 play in the post-season. But they still have to try to 

build on this loss seeing as they may be meeting this opponent quite a 
few more times. So, the takeaway may be that offence as to be the 
priority to give the Panthers a steeper hill to climb instead of hoping they 
can shut them down without building on a lead. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews good to go as Leafs look to salvage road trip 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability at Capital One Arena on 
Sunday afternoon, ahead of tonight's game against the Washington 
Capitals. 

Toronto Maple Leafs star centre Auston Matthews will remain in the 
lineup on Sunday night as the Leafs wrap up a road trip against the 
Washington Capitals.  

"Auston is feeling good today," coach Sheldon Keefe confirmed. "He got 
through yesterday feeling good so he's going to go again tonight." 

In his return from a week-long absence, Matthews played 21 minutes and 
40 seconds against the Florida Panthers on Saturday night and fired a 
team high seven shots on net.  

"He looked great," said linemate Mitchell Marner. "He was making a lot of 
great plays out there. He had a lot of great opportunities. I thought he 
was buzzing throughout the whole night."  

Matthews missed the previous three games with an undisclosed injury. 

"It's obviously not the best time of year to be dealing with something like 
that," noted defenceman Justin Holl, "but I'm sure he'll be OK. He looked 
great last night." 

Matthews dominant in return against Panthers despite Leafs' loss 

TSN Hockey Analyst Mike Johnson joins SportsCentre to discuss Auston 
Matthews' return to the ice after an undisclosed injury. Johnson 
comments on how Matthews played in his return and how beneficial this 
is for the Leafs as they get set to enter the playoffs. 

--- 

Maple Leafs captain John Tavares will miss Sunday's game for load 
management.  

"It's an opportunity for us to give him a breather here," Keefe explained. 
"We just talked about the fact that Auston, through his injury, had a break 
and had some time away, but John hasn't really had that all season. 
We're right in the heart of one of our busiest stretches so he won't play 
tonight." 

Tavares has only missed one previous game so far this season and that 
was back in November.   

The Leafs are wrapping up a challenging stretch, which has seen them 
play four games in four different cities over six days. They did not hold a 
practice or mandatory morning skate all week.  

"This is a tough one here for us today," Keefe said. "We'll have to dig in 
for tonight's game, which I believe our team will. It is an important game 
for our guys both in what it means in the standings, but also we haven't 
had a win on this road trip yet. Our mindset doesn't change with the fact 
we are giving John the night off. We're expecting the guys that are in to 
build off of last night's effort and get us on the right side of this."  

--- 
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Right-shot defenceman Timothy Liljegren will also miss Sunday's game. 

"He's played a lot of hockey and had some bumps along the way too so 
he needs a night off," Keefe said.  

Defenceman Carl Dahlstrom, who was recalled from the AHL's Toronto 
Marlies on Saturday, draws in against the Capitals. 

Defenceman Jake Muzzin will miss his sixth straight game with an 
undisclosed injury.  

--- 

Top line left winger Michael Bunting left Saturday's game with a 
suspected lower-body injury and is expected to miss some time.  

"He woke up this morning feeling a lot better than expected, frankly, 
based on how he was feeling yesterday," Keefe said. "So, it's a really 
good sign for us, but we won't know more on him until we get home and 
get him a chance to get looked at." 

"His spirits are OK," said Holl. "He's frustrated. What he said is, 'It's a bad 
time of year to have something like this happen,' which is true, but we 
don't know what the severity is so everyone's fingers are crossed." 

Bunting will miss his first game of the season on Sunday night.  

"It's a big loss for us," Keefe acknowledged. "He's a unique player for our 
group with his skill-set and his energy and his attitude that he plays with. 
We've grown to really appreciate what he does. He brings a lot to our 
group." 

Forwards David Kampf, and Alexander Kerfoot, and defencemen Morgan 
Rielly and T.J. Brodie are the only Leafs to suit up in every game so far 
this season.  

NHL: Maple Leafs 2, Panthers 3 (OT) 

Brandon Montour scored 2:26 into overtime and the NHL-leading Florida 
Panthers extended their winning streak to a franchise-record 13 games 
by beating the Toronto Maple Leafs. The winning streak matches the 
seventh-longest in NHL history and is the league’s longest since 
Columbus won 16 consecutive games in the 2016-17 season. 

After Bunting left Saturday's game, forward William Nylander filled in well 
on the top line alongside Matthews and Marner.  

"We adjusted well," said Matthews. "Obviously, we're really familiar with 
Will. I've played with him lots. Mitch's played with him lots. We're with 
each other on the power play. So, I don't think there's much of a learning 
curve there. We have a pretty good sense of where we want to play and 
where each of us are out there on the ice." 

Keefe wouldn't divulge his lines for Sunday's game.  

After Bunting injury, Nylander showed promise with Matthews, Marner 

After left winger Michael Bunting got hurt on Saturday, William Nylander 
saw shifts with Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. "I've played with him 
lots," noted Matthews. "Mitch’s played with him lots. We’re with each 
other on the power play. So, I don't think there's much of a learning curve 
there." With Bunting expected to miss time, Nylander may get an 
extended look on the top line. 
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