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As Hurricanes, Rangers meet again in New York, goaltending has a different look 

By Chip Alexander 

It was two weeks ago that the Carolina Hurricanes went into 
New York’s Madison Square Garden and beat the Rangers 
4-2. 

Frederik Andersen was the starting goalie and had 28 saves. 
Rookie forward Seth Jarvis had a goal and assist in his first 
game in the Garden. The Canes left with a four-point lead 
over the Rangers in the Metropolitan Division. 

That was then. Think about now. 

The Canes and Rangers face off again Tuesday at the 
Garden, with Carolina (52-20-8) still holding a four-point lead 
in the Metro and in position to clinch the division with a 
victory. 

The possible starting goalie for the Canes: Pyotr Kochetkov. 

The goaltending outlook: a bit muddled. 

Antti Raanta’s injury Sunday against the New York Islanders 
was another body blow for the Hurricanes. Andersen left the 
April 16 road game against Colorado with a lower-body injury 
and Raanta’s lower-body ailment in Sunday’s game brought 
about a potential worst-case scenario for Carolina — starting 
the Stanley Cup playoffs next week with both veteran goalies 
out and injured. 

Kochetkov, 22, has seemingly been a very popular callup 
among the Canes players, gaining quick acceptance. 
Recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL last week, he 
stepped in Saturday and made his NHL debut a winning one 
as the Canes beat the New Jersey Devils in overtime — then 
spent considerable time in the locker room wildly celebrating 
with the rookie. 

“He was terrific,” forward Nino Niederreiter said. “It’s 
definitely not easy for him coming here. He doesn’t speak 
any English. But he was terrific in there. I’m happy we got the 
win for him.” 

It was Raanta’s turn in the net Sunday against the Islanders, 
but it was apparent about 12 minutes into the second period 
that he was laboring and had to come out. In came 
Kochetkov again, stopping seven of eight shots, closing out 
the 5-2 road win. 

“The kid looks great,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said after 
the game. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the hope was that 
Raanta’s injury was not that serious, and more will be known 
Tuesday when the Canes hold their morning skate in New 
York. Elliotte Friedman of Hockey Night in Canada tweeted 
Monday that Raanta might have had a cramping issue 
Sunday and will be able to back up Kochetkov. 

Andersen’s status also will be reeevaluated this week and 
there has been a sense that he could return for the playoffs -
- the Canes have only a home game Thursday against New 
Jersey left in the regular season after Tuesday. 

The Canes drafted Kochetkov in the second round in 2019, 
believing he had the size and ability to become an NHL 
goalie. They brought him to North America once the KHL’s 
2021-22 season ended in Russia to get him some games 
with the Wolves. 

Good timing. Kochetkov was an immediate success, being 
named the AHL rookie of the month for March, playing with 
passion and some panache. With Chicago goalies Alex Lyon 
and Eetu Makiniemi injured, he was the best option for 
Carolina when Andersen went out. 

If the Canes need to recall another goalie from Chicago, it 
would be Jack LaFontaine and would be part of a wild ride 
this year — from the NCAA to the NHL to the AHL to the 
ECHL and back to the AHL. The Canes signed him to an 
entry-level deal out of the University of Minnesota on Jan. 9 
and quickly gave him his first NHL start at New Jersey on 
Jan. 22. The Devils won 7-4 and that was that: LaFontaine 
soon was on his way to Chicago. 

LaFontaine has played 12 games for the Wolves and had 27 
saves Friday in 4-2 road win over Grand Rapids. 

The Canes did not hold a practice Monday in New York. Nor 
did they make a recall from the minors. 

It could be two Russians in net come game time at the 
Garden — Kochetkov for the Canes and Igor Shesterkin for 
the Rangers. Yes, it has been some two weeks.
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Hurricanes goalie updates: Antti Raanta to return, Freddie Andersen optimism, and what 
about a worst-case scenario? 

By Sara Civian 

There’s bad luck with position-specific injuries, and then 
there’s the 2021-22 Carolina Hurricanes and their 
goaltending situation. 

The organization lost four professional goalies to injury in a 
two-day span back in January, so it signed Jack LaFontaine 
out of college. LaFontaine only ended up playing one game 
before the situation was rectified, and it had been more or 
less smooth sailing for the rest of the season — until 
recently. 

It was bad enough that the Canes lost their No. 1 goalie and 
potential Vezina Trophy contender Freddie Andersen to a left 
leg injury earlier this month, but on Sunday, No. 2 Antti 
Raanta — who had been good in Andersen’s absence — 
went down during a 5-2 win over the Islanders. 

The Canes had already called up AHL goalie of the month 
Pyotr Kochetkov while waiting for the big update on 
Andersen (his first MRI was negative), and Kochetkov made 
his debut Saturday at New Jersey, stopping 17 shots in a 
come-from-behind 3-2 overtime victory. Coach Rod 
Brind’Amour made the most out of the situation, calling it a 
“hell of a memory” for everyone involved, including himself. 

The Canes had no choice but to toss Kochetkov in again 
when Raanta went down 24 hours later, and the 22-year-old 
Russian netminder stopped seven of eight shots he faced in 
relief. 

After posting a 10-10-2 record, .926 save percentage and 
2.23 goals-against average with Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod 
in the KHL to start this season, then a 13-1-2 record, .921 
save percentage and 2.03 GAA with AHL Chicago, 
Kochetkov starting 2-0-0 with the Hurricanes is a great story. 
But it’s shrouded in more than a bit of anxiety, considering 
the very immediate future: two more regular-season games 
— one with Metropolitan Division-clinching implications — 
and a postseason looming with high expectations. 

Before Raanta’s injury, I asked Brind’Amour what his options 
were if Andersen wasn’t ready for the playoffs. “We’ve got 
two guys, if one goes down, the other one goes,” he replied. 

But what if both go down? 

“Well, what are you gonna do? Cry over it?” Brind’Amour 
said after Sunday’s game. “We just have to keep moving 
forward. Thankfully, we brought (Kochetkov) over. It’s not 
what you draw up or what you want to have happen, with 
injuries, especially with goalies. Hopefully, neither of them 
will be too serious and we’ll get them back.” 

While it’s essentially true that the Canes don’t have many 
options in this situation other than crying about it — the 
Canes have virtually no cap space and have maxed out at 50 
contracts, mind you — the front office pointed out Monday 
that that’s not literally the case. 

Aaron Schwartz, the Canes’ Director of Hockey Operations, 
is the member of the team’s front office tasked with 
answering questions like “What if both NHL goalies are 
down, and Kochetkov or LaFontaine get hurt?” 

“We’d need to sign an ATO (amateur tryout offer) if this were 
to happen in the regular season, or we’d sign an unsigned 
draft choice (UDC) in the playoffs,” he told The Athletic. “It’s 
not clear whether or not we’d have to go down the line or if 
the league would allow us to sign a UFA. And the second 
hurdle is getting an exception for 51 contracts. 

“But a potential worst-case reality is we’d basically have to 
go down the list of UDC goalies and offer them a contract 
until they all said no, then we could sign a UFA goalie since 
there’s no cap in the playoffs.” 

Schwartz called it an “unknown rule tucked in the NHL 
constitution.” 

Will they have to go there? At this point, with LaFontaine and 
Kochetkov healthy, it seems unlikely. 

Also: My sense after talking to multiple sources Monday is 
that both Andersen and Raanta should be good to go for the 
playoffs. Nothing is official on Andersen yet, and it is subject 
to change, but things are looking optimistic. Raanta’s 
situation is clearer: He’s expected to dress tomorrow, and his 
issue was not long-term. As was first reported by Sportsnet’s 
Elliotte Friedman, sources confirmed that was a cramping 
issue. 

For now, the Canes will stick with Kochetkov as their starter, 
with Raanta dressing and backing up against the Rangers on 
Tuesday and a win clinching the division title. The plan will 
be to ride this combination for the rest of the regular season.
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It all comes down to the Golden Knights, Stars, and Predators, plus a scoring rant and 
more 

By Sean McIndoe 

NHL scoring is up, as you’ve no doubt heard. We’re on pace 
to finish with the highest per-game scoring rate since 1995-
96, and maybe even since 1993-94. This season will end up 
even higher than the fabled post-lockout 2005-06 season, 
the one that saw us all declare the end of the Dead Puck Era 
(only to almost immediately see scoring rates plummet 
again). Factor in having 32 teams, and there will be more 
goals this year than we’ve ever seen before. 

This is a good thing. 

You know I’m on board because I’ve been banging this drum 
for over a decade now. Offense is fun, offense is what sells, 
and the NHL’s 25-year-long failure to address the problem 
with anything more than minor tweaks and hope was a 
catastrophic failure of leadership. So yes, a higher scoring 
rate is a good thing. The Panthers scoring four goals a game 
is a good thing. More multi-goal comebacks is a good thing. 
Having several 100-point and 50-goal players and a 90-point 
defenseman are all good things. I’m not just on the 
bandwagon, I’ve been driving it for years. Welcome aboard. 

The fascinating thing about this year’s increase is that 
nobody seems to be sure why it’s happening. I’ve seen 
multiple attempts to figure it out by smart people, including 
Travis Yost, Greg Wyshynski and our own Michael Russo. 
Nobody can quite nail it down, and it’s especially confusing 
because the league didn’t actually do anything to make this 
happen. Instead, we seem to be seeing several factors come 
together in just the right mix. We’ve got a generation of 
talented offensive players, combined with a step back from 
the league’s goalies, pushed along by COVID and a 
condensed schedule that’s meant more depth guys being 
forced into lineups. Maybe the slashing crackdown helped, or 
dialing down the netfront crosschecking. Maybe everyone 
has four lines that can contribute now. Maybe it’s all of these 
things. Nobody knows for sure, but we know that we like it. 

Great. Now let’s keep going. 

For all the back-patting over this year’s numbers, you’d be 
forgiven for thinking they’d taken a giant leap forward. Look 
at those headlines on those pieces up above. It’s an 
“explosion”, an “offensive renaissance”, a “boom” that’s seen 
the game “reinvented”. But is it? We’re talking about an 
average of a bit more than a tenth of a goal per game for 
each team compared to the last full season. That adds up to 
about eight goals per team, maybe ten, or a little less than 
two per month. 

When you think of it that way, this doesn’t feel like that much 
of a seismic shift, especially compared to the 70s, 80s and 
early 90s, when scoring was still nearly a goal-per-game 
higher at its peak than it is right now. Compared to that era, 
we’re barely making baby steps. And yet it’s indisputably led 
to a more entertaining season. It’s been great. Have you 
heard anyone complaining about the extra offense this year, 
even those “I love a good 1-0 defensive battle” weirdos? I 
haven’t. If an extra goal every few weeks is this much fun, 
imagine what this league could be if we kept going. 

The part that worries me is that “if”. When we don’t know 
what’s causing the numbers to go up, that means we can’t 
be sure they’ll stay there. Maybe we really are on the cusp of 
a new era. Or maybe this is just a weird outlier, when a few 
hot shooters and cold goalies and the existence of the Red 
Wings nudged up the numbers just enough to trick us into 
thinking we’d seen something real. We’ve been fooled 
before, after all. 

So sure, celebrate the increase. Hope that it continues. But 
hope is not a plan, and hanging a “Mission Accomplished” 
banner yet again only to watch as 32 defense-first coaches 
grind away at the gains would be a disaster. Scoring is fun. 
Offense is fun. Watching guys hit milestones and reach big 
round numbers and chase records is super fun. But right now 
this all looks like a happy accident, so let’s treat it as the first 
step towards a new and long-overdue era, not a finish line. 

Rant over, let’s head to this week’s power rankings… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first 
franchise in three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to 
admit probably counts, or wait actually maybe not. 

Yesterday marked the final game of Ryan Getzlaf’s career, 
and it’s been a ride. Here’s Eric Stephens on his legacy, as 
told by the people who knew him best. 

5. Minnesota Wild (51-21-7, +54 true goals differential*) – 
Last night’s win keeps them in the driver’s seat for home ice 
against the Blues, so we’ll swap them into the five-hole that 
St. Louis held last week. Wait, am I just furiously rotating as 
many teams as possible into this spot late in the season to 
provide cover for any surprise Cup runs? No further 
questions. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (51-20-8, +70) – Last week’s update 
on Freddie Andersen was that we’d know more in a week, 
which would be today. It’s an even more urgent question 
after Antti Raanta left yesterday’s game. If either guy isn’t 
going to be healthy for the playoffs, I think you drop them 
down a spot or two, and if they’re both out then we have a 
crisis. Yes, maybe Pyotr Kochetkov goes all Cam Ward on 
us, but that’s a real roll of the dice. If you’re a Canes fan, it’s 
OK to be worried right now. There’s a chance this is all a 
false alarm. There’s also a chance they’re not in the final top 
five of the season next week. 

(Oh yeah, they’ve got the Rangers tomorrow in the game 
that might decide the Metro. That could matter a lot, 
especially if Alex Ovechkin is out for any length of time after 
leaving last night’s game, but we don’t know where 
Washington will finish yet.) 

3. Calgary Flames (49-20-10, +87) – If you missed it, Darryl 
Sutter on the death of Guy Lafleur was pretty great: 

“I held Lafleur to three goals”… yep, some nights that was 
about the best you could do. 
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On the ice, the Flames have little to play for but probably put 
the final knife in the ribs of the Canucks’ playoff chances on 
Saturday, which had to be fun. 

2. Florida Panthers (57-16-6, +101) – I’ll be honest, I went 
into Sunday thinking I’d nudge the Panthers up to top spot on 
the strength of 13 straight wins. Maybe I still should. But two 
things are stopping me. First, this tweet about the Panthers’ 
regulation record, which I’ll admit I hadn’t noticed and which 
could alter your perception based on the whole loser/bonus 
thing. But more importantly, they gave up eight to the 
Lightning last night, and I remain secretly terrified of those 
guys. 

Yes, it was night two of a back-to-back, and the Panthers are 
already locked into the top seed. Still, this is the rival that 
knocked you out last year walking into your building right 
before the playoffs. After what Tampa did to Toronto a few 
nights earlier, they’re officially scary again. And if that’s the 
case, the Panthers’ path out of the Atlantic is scarier too. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (55-18-6, +77) – Four straight losses, 
including one to the lowly Kraken, could be a sign of a team 
that’s going cold at the worst possible time. But let’s be 
honest, it’s far more likely a case of a team easing off the 
gas pedal because they know that being as healthy and 
rested as possible for the postseason matters more than the 
Presidents’ Trophy. No panic here, as long as they can show 
a pulse in the final week. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like 
the NHL does for some reason. 

Not ranked: Dallas Stars, Nashville Predators and Vegas 
Golden Knights – All eyes on Tuesday. 

We’re a week away from the start of the playoffs, but we get 
a preview tomorrow when the Knights are in Dallas to face 
the Stars in what will be the key game in the battle for the 
final Western playoff spots. Three teams, two spots, and one 
big head-to-head left. Let’s do this. 

We went into the weekend with Vegas trailing, four back of 
the Predators and two behind the Stars, which still left the 
Golden Knights in “win and you’re in” territory if they beat 
Dallas in regulation. The question was whether the teams 
could hold serve. The Stars took care of their end of the 
bargain on Saturday, although it was dicey for a bit, coming 
back from down 2-0 to beat the Kraken. The Predators failed 
to put anyone away, with a regulation loss to Tampa and a 
last-second OT loss to Minnesota keeping them in check-
the-rearview territory. But the big news was in Vegas, where 
the Knights collapsed and blew a late 4-2 lead to lose 5-4 in 
a shootout. They got a point, but they needed two, and 
there’s really no way to look at the result but as a disaster. 

It’s been a fascinating stretch run for the Knights, a playoff 
sure thing all year long right up until they weren’t. They’ve 
been crushed by injuries and constrained by the cap, and a 
disastrous March road trip finally tipped them from favorites 
to fringe. This is a team built to win the Stanley Cup, but the 
standings say they don’t even deserve to get to try. The 
standings might be right. 

This week brought an incredibly bizarre set of circumstances 
around goaltending, which we tried and mostly failed to 
figure out on the Thursday podcast. Pete DeBoer threw 

Robin Lehner under the bus, then threw him into the starter’s 
net against the Capitals, only to yank him after a single goal. 
Afterward, DeBoer assured us that it was a coach’s decision 
and that Lehner was healthy. The next day, reports said he 
wasn’t, leading to 48 hours of cloak and dagger over whether 
Lehner would still be on the team by Sunday. He didn’t show 
up for practice yesterday, but did dress as the backup. We’ll 
see where it goes from here. (Here’s Elliotte Friedman on 
what he thinks has been going on.) 

It’s all the sort of thing that makes you wonder if DeBoer can 
keep his job even if the team squeezes into the final spot. If 
they don’t, well, the question might not be whether DeBoer 
gets fired but rather who gets to do it, because the changes 
might not just be behind the bench. 

As for Dallas, they’re two years removed from a trip to the 
Cup final and one year removed from missing the playoffs, 
and nobody seems to be quite sure what to make of them. 
There’s a good chance that they end up as the only playoff 
team with a negative goals differential, and they’re going to 
finish with fewer regulation wins than the Islanders. You 
might not think they should be anywhere near the 
postseason, and the last week made them look like they’d 
agree with you. But if they win tomorrow, they’re pretty much 
in, especially with Arizona and Anaheim as their last two 
opponents. Nashville will be watching it all play out and 
dreading a three-point game, but they control their destiny 
and just need one more win to clinch (they hold the tie-
breakers). 

Maybe none of this matters, because the prize here for one 
team is a first-round matchup with the Avalanche, and Darryl 
Sutter already spoiled the ending on that one for us. Then 
again, weird stuff can happen once you get to the 
postseason. You just have to make it, and two of these 
teams will. We might not find out for sure tomorrow, but the 
picture’s going to be an awful lot clearer. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds 
and a shot at Shane Wright. 

Important news for the teams below and any others that 
have featured prominently in this section over the course of 
the year: The NHL has announced that the draft lottery will 
be held on May 10. That’s two weeks from tomorrow, so 
prepare your superstitions and good luck charms 
accordingly. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (25-43-11, -76) – No big surprise here, 
but Pierre says that Mike Yeo is unlikely to be back as head 
coach. At this point it would be a shock if it went any other 
way, which makes the Flyers a very interesting job to watch. 
Remember, this is supposed to be “an aggressive retool”, not 
a rebuild, even if that feels like a delusion. 

4. New Jersey Devils (27-44-8, -51) – Hey, we can all agree 
that this is weird, right? 

Granted, one of those bad teams made a detour to the 
Stanley Cup final last year, so it’s not like nothing’s changed. 
But except for the Kings, not much has changed for the 
better, and with everyone eying Connor Bedard next year, 
there’s not a ton of incentive to get better quickly. 
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3. Seattle Kraken (26-46-6, -64) – A reminder that the 
Kraken and Jets will play a makeup game on Sunday, two 
days after everyone else in the league is done. It could 
determine Seattle’s lottery odds, but otherwise, it will be a 
meaningless game that both teams will probably sleep-walk 
through and nobody will watch. I don’t know, maybe they just 
wanted to play on a Sunday afternoon to make the new 
owner happy. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (22-50-7, -107) – The Habs have caught 
them for dead last, and if they end up tied then it’s Montreal 
who’ll get the top lottery odds. I don’t think the Coyotes came 
this far down the tanking road just to fail at the end, but it’s 
no longer in their hands. 

On the good side, we all love a rookie’s first goal, especially 
when the family is there to react: 

1. Montreal Canadiens (20-49-11, -108) – The big news this 
week was the loss of the legendary Guy Lafleur, one of the 
few players who had both the skills and the swagger of a true 
iconic superstar. Words can’t do him justice, although last 
night’s ceremony came close… 

On the ice, Carey Price hasn’t looked great, but the key thing 
is that he’s back. With nine straight losses, all in regulation, 
the Habs look like they’ve tapped out on the season. Will that 
hurt the odds of Martin St. Louis keeping the coaching job? 
Pierre doesn’t think so. 

Not ranked: Columbus Blue Jackets — Heading into the 
season, a lot of us figured the Blue Jackets would be one of 
the league’s worst teams, and maybe in the running to be the 
very worst. They had a new coach, had just traded Seth 
Jones, and seemed to be staring down a rebuild. I ranked 
them as a bottom-dweller in my season preview, and even 
had them in the bottom five back in week one despite a 2-0-0 
start. There was a plan in Columbus, and that plan seemed 
to involve being bad. 

The plan didn’t work out, and that’s a good thing. Or is it? I’m 
not quite sure what to make of the Blue Jackets as they head 
down the stretch. 

They didn’t finish last or come especially close. The big 
disaster in the Metro was the Flyers, and the Devils are right 

there with them, and teams like the Coyotes, Habs and 
Kraken finished miles behind Columbus. The Blue Jackets 
have a shot at finishing fake .500, and will end up clear of the 
bottom ten. 

That’s good, mostly. It’s a reflection of solid work by Brad 
Larsen, who looks like he was the right choice to clean up 
after John Tortorella. Patrik Laine looked like a star again, at 
least at times, and while Zach Werenski will probably never 
live up to his “please stay we’re begging you” contract, he 
looks like he could come close enough that it won’t be a 
disaster. Every now and then, they can beat a team like the 
Oilers, like they did yesterday. There were definitely some 
positives here. 

If you’re in the camp that says that you are what your record 
says you are, then that’s all you need. But dig a little deeper, 
and you start to wonder. The underlying numbers are pretty 
awful in Columbus, putting them in the mix with teams like 
Montreal and Buffalo for the crown of worst team that isn’t 
the Coyotes. The goaltending wasn’t great when it was Elvis 
Merzlikins and downright awful when it was Joonas 
Korpisalo. They compensated for that by shooting 10.4% as 
a team, and maybe that’s sustainable, but this sure doesn’t 
seem like an elite shooting team. 

What does it all add up to? Aaron goes into some detail here, 
but I think there’s two ways you could go with this team. The 
first is that this is a rebuild, or at least a reload, and their 
record shows that they’re on the right track because they’re 
already overachieving expectations. That’s the positive view, 
and it’s a tempting one because wins are wins and that’s 
what we’re told teams are supposed to be aiming for. The 
counter to that is that maybe this team really is bad, even 
very bad, and they lucked their way into a better record than 
they deserved, which doesn’t earn you anything aside from 
lousy lottery odds and some dangerous false confidence 
heading into the offseason. 

The cynic in me leans towards door number two, but I’m not 
sure. Blue Jackets fans, where are you at with how the 
season has turned out?
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Raanta, Hurricanes’ Masterton nominee, has unfinished business 

With a championship ring but not his name on the Stanley 
Cup, the Finnish goalie is looking forward 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — After several seasons in and out of the lineup 
with injuries, Antti Raanta wondered if his NHL career was 
coming to an end. 

“It’s been so many nagging injuries, so many small injuries 
the last three, four years,” he said. “So you started to think a 
little bit like, ‘Is there any point to even going back and 
playing?’” 

But after some time following a season in which the veteran 
goalie played just 12 games, calls started coming in for the 
unrestricted free agent in late July — including one from the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

“You take a little time off from the hockey,” Raanta said. “You 
try to forget all the bad things that happened and then start to 
build toward the new season. Getting that offer from 
Carolina, that was kind of like where your eyes got that 
shining feeling.” 

So after stops in Chicago, New York and Arizona, Raanta 
agreed to a two-year deal to come to Raleigh and share the 
goaltending duties with another newcomer, Frederik 
Andersen. 

A fresh start with a team considered a Stanley Cup 
contender was just what the — well, let’s not say who 
ordered it. 

Raanta’s bounce-back 2021-22 season led to him being 
chosen by the Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey 
Writers Association as a nominee for the Bill Masterton 
Memorial Trophy for his perseverance, sportsmanship and 
dedication to hockey. 

The 32-year-old has fit seamlessly with his new team, from 
being deemed “Father Finn” by his three younger 
countrymen to his omnipresent smile and easygoing 
demeanor. 

“Great human being,” Hurricanes goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder said of Raanta. “Not a mean bone in his body. 
He’s been a pleasure to work with. Just collaborating with 
him, no pushback. He’s great.” 

And he’s performed in the crease as well. 

In 27 appearances, Raanta is 14-5-4 with a .913 save 
percentage, 2.43 goals-against average and two shutouts. 

One of those shutouts came in arguably Carolina’s biggest 
win of the regular season, a 2-0 victory over the Colorado 

Avalanche in which he made 36 saves. He’s 4-1-2 against 
teams that have already clinched a playoff berth and has 
allowed two or fewer goals in 12 of his 23 decisions, giving 
up more than three goals in regulation just once this season. 

“I think he’s done a hell of a job for us,” Schonfelder added. 

And now with Andersen injured, Raanta was poised to have 
a bigger role in the postseason. 

Most teams would panic if their No. 1 goaltender went down 
so close to the end of the regular season, but the Hurricanes 
have preached all year that they’re confident with either of 
their goalies backstopping them. 

Plus, it’s pretty easy to root for Raanta. 

“He’s a great person. Guys love him,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “And that also is a big part of how you play 
in front of a guy.” 

Unfortunately for Raanta, he was injured in Sunday’s game 
on Long Island, leaving rookie Pyotr Kochetkov to man the 
Carolina net for now. The team said they will have more 
information on Raanta’s status in the coming days, so 
perhaps he could be ready for the start of the postseason in 
about a week if his injury isn’t severe. 

Raanta has never started a playoff game, appearing in relief 
a total of five times — twice with Arizona and three times in 
New York. But he’s had postseason success before, winning 
a championship in Liiga in 2013 that surely encouraged the 
Blackhawks to sign the undrafted goalie from Rauma, 
Finland. 

“We grew together as a team in the whole season,” Raanta 
said of his final season in Finland with Assat. “We had some 
adversity and when we got that done, we just went every day 
the same. We didn’t change anything, and I think that’s the 
biggest thing.” 

He’s also been around a championship team in the NHL, 
playing 14 games for Chicago in 2014-15 when the 
Blackhawks won their most recent Stanley Cup. 

“It didn’t really matter what happened, they just trusted the 
process,” Raanta said of the Blackhawks. “They weren’t 
panicking if we lost the first game of the first round. … You 
just have to be (about) the team. You can’t have any 
individuals who are doing something else.” 

Raanta does have a ring from the Blackhawks’ 2015 title 
season, but the team did not submit his name to be 
engraved on the Stanley Cup despite doing so for forward 
Daniel Carcillo — who, like Raanta, did not play in their 
postseason run. 
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“I still have the memories,” he said. “You have what it took as 
a team to get there, and that was huge for me. I was 23 at 
that time, 24, and I was still like a kid.” 

It’s given the 32-year-old a desire to reach the pinnacle of 
the sport again — and take care of some unfinished 
business with Lord Stanley. 

“It’s something that, maybe at the time, it was kind of like, 
‘Oh, that would have been nice to get your name there.’ 

“But it’s also been my motivation. I think I said to someone 
after that, when the name didn’t (go on the Cup), the biggest 
thing for me was to make sure that someday it will be there.” 

After years of just trying to be healthy enough to stay on the 
ice, Raanta can get back to trying to win a Stanley Cup. 

“This year is a good chance to do that.”

 

 

 

NHL Power Rankings: Blues sneaking under radar; Kings take care of business 

By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings the Florida 
Panthers maintain their top spot even though their winning 
streak came to an end on Sunday against a Tampa Bay 
Lightning team that might have flipped the playoff switch. 

In the Western Conference, the St. Louis Blues continue to 
inch their way closer to the top with a 16-game point streak 
that has seen them go 14-0-2 as they continue to fight the 
Minnesota Wild for home-ice advantage in the First Round. 
The Blues remain a fascinating team because even with their 
flaws (defense?) they have some real strengths that could 
make them a nightmare playoff opponent. Their offense is as 
good and deep as any team, while Ville Husso has solidified 
the all-important goalie position. They are getting lost in the 
shuffle a little bit playing in the shadow of Colorado in the 
Central Division, but this is not a team to take lightly. 

The Los Angeles Kings have also managed to solidify their 
playoff chances despite some major injury concerns on 
defense by going on a four-game winning streak and feasting 
on a favorable schedule down the stretch. 

We take a look at all of that and more in this week’s 
rankings. 

Where does your team sit as we enter the final week of the 
2021-22 regular season? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Florida Panthers (Last week: 1). They were going to lose 
eventually and the second half of a back-to-back against a 
team like Tampa Bay was always going to be a tough task. 

2. Colorado Avalanche (LW: 2). They have lost four games in 
a row, but I am going to give them the benefit of the doubt 
here and a longer leash because they have everything 
wrapped up in the West as far as seeding is concerned. 
Every team slips at some point during the season. 

3. St. Louis Blues (LW: 4). They are 14-0-2 in their past 16 
games, have one of the NHL’s best records, and are just 
kind of quietly lurking under the radar. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (LW: 6). The big question for Carolina 
this season would be if their goalies could A) stay healthy 
and B) play well. Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta have 
been outstanding as a duo all year. But health is now a 
concern. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs (LW: 3). This is a very deep team 
with a better defense than it gets credit for having. This could 
be the year they do something in the playoffs. Then you look 
at the goaltending and see who their likely First Round 
matchup is (Tampa Bay) and you get worried again. 

6. Calgary Flames (LW: 5). You have to like their potential 
path in the West. The opportunity for an extended playoff run 
is right there in front of them. 

7. Tampa Bay Lightning (LW: 9). It looked like they were 
developing some questions late in the season and then beat 
Toronto, Nashville, and Florida by a combined score of 22-7. 
Guess they got the message that it is time to flip the switch. 

8. Minnesota Wild (LW: 8). It is a testament to how good the 
rest of the top teams in the league are that the Wild only get 
the eighth spot. Great goaltending duo two dominant scoring 
lines. 

9. New York Rangers (LW: 7). They did so much to improve 
their depth at the trade deadline, and now they are dealing 
with injuries to Andrew Copp, Filip Chytil, and Kaapo Kakko. 

10. Edmonton Oilers (LW: 10). Mike Smith‘s improved play 
has been a game-changer. But how long will that continue? 

11. Washington Capitals (LW: 12). Another 50-goal season 
for Alex Ovechkin has overshadowed what has been a 
strong bounce back season for Evgeny Kuznetsov. 
Ovechkin’s injury is something to watch, though the team 
says he is “day-to-day.” 
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12. Pittsburgh Penguins (LW: 14). They are going to have to 
play either Florida, Carolina, or the New York Rangers in the 
opening round, and none of those matchups look to be a 
picnic. Especially if Tristan Jarry is not ready to return. 

13. Boston Bruins (LW: 12). Getting David Pastrnak back 
brought the offense a much-needed boost. They have been 
struggling to score goals again lately. 

14. Los Angeles Kings (LW: 17). The injuries could have 
derailed their season but they took care of business against 
the teams they were supposed to beat. Huge progress year 
for the Kings’ rebuild. 

15. Dallas Stars (LW: 12). They can deliver a knockout 
punch to Vegas on Tuesday. 

16. Nashville Predators (LW: 16). It is very important that 
they stay in the first Wild Card spot and avoid getting put into 
the Colorado/Central playoff bracket. 

17. Vegas Golden Knights (LW: 15). If they miss the playoffs 
this could be an ugly offseason. No excuses for this. 

18. Buffalo Sabres (LW: 20). Tage Thompson has 37 goals 
this season. The most goals Jack Eichel ever scored in a 
season for Buffalo was 36. No commentary on those 
numbers. Just two factual numbers. 

19. Vancouver Canucks (LW: 18). There are reasons to be 
optimistic about next season (improved play under Bruce 
Boudreau, good core players) and reasons to be pessimistic 
about next season (will Boudreau be back? What changes to 
the roster and core are ahead this offseason?). 

20. New York Islanders (LW: 19). They are almost certain to 
bring back the same coach and largely the same roster next 
season. It might not be the worst play. 

21. Columbus Blue Jackets (LW: 21). Jakub Voracek is 
having the best five-goal season ever. I do not mean that as 
an insult. He is legitimately having a very good season. The 
puck just will not go in the net for him. 

22. Winnipeg Jets (LW: 22). There is some real talent here 
but this team just seems stale. 

23. Ottawa Senators (LW: 25). The Erik Karlsson trade 
(which produced Josh Norris and the pick that resulted in 
Tim Stützle) could be a franchise-changer if they could just 
build around these guys. 

24. Detroit Red Wings (LW: 23). Very important offseason 
ahead here. Pressure is now on. 

25. San Jose Sharks (LW: 28). Misery loves company and 
they really seemed to love ruining Vegas’ playoff chances. 

26. New Jersey Devils (LW: 26). Lot of young talent here that 
needs to stay healthy and get a supporting cast around it. 

27. Anaheim Ducks (LW: 24). They have four wins in 24 
games since March 2. Those wins have come against San 
Jose, Arizona, Philadelphia, and Columbus. 

28. Philadelphia Flyers (LW: 29). Noah Cates has been a 
nice bright spot here at the tail end of the season. 

29. Seattle Kraken (LW: 30). This is what we remember 
expansion teams looking like. 

30. Chicago Blackhawks (LW: 31). The short-term (and long-
term) outlook here is very grim. 

31. Montreal Canadiens (LW: 27). Arizona has lost 17 of its 
previous 19 games and the Canadiens still managed to catch 
them for worst record in the league based on points 
percentage. Yikes. 

32.  Arizona Coyotes (LW: 32). I know Montreal has the 
worse record at the moment, but the Coyotes’ season-long 
tank has been really something. Their remaining games are 
against Minnesota, Dallas, and Nashville. All playoff teams 
with something to play for. It would be a surprise if Arizona 
wins any of them.
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Wolves still chasing Stockton for the top of the AHL standings 

Plus: Stefan Noesen scores more goals and Andrew 
Poturalski closes in on 100 

By Sarah.A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 48-16-5-5 (106 points; clinched 1st in Central 
Division; 2nd in AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.41 

Goals Against/Game: 2.55 

Shots/Game: 34.11 

Shots Against/Game: 26.09 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.6% (13th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 82.9% (6th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (97) — 2nd in 
league 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (45) — league lead 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (70) 

Next Game: Thursday, April 28 vs. Grand Rapids 

(stats as of April 24, 2022)  

Game 71: Wolves 3, IceHogs 4 

Spencer Smallman notched two shorthanded goals in the 
third period, continuing his recent streak of strong play, but it 
wasn’t enough for the Wolves to beat their in-state rivals.  

The Wolves found themselves in a 2-0 hole at the end of the 
first period. Lukas Reichel, recently returned to the IceHogs 
from the NHL, set up Isaak Phillips for Rockford’s first goal, 
which was just barely stuffed past Jack LaFontaine’s toe into 
the net. The second goal against seemed to catch 
LaFontaine unprepared for the shot from Mike Hardman.  

The second period was largely a draw until the final few 
minutes. Vasili Ponomarev recorded his first North American 
professional goal on a play that went to a lengthy review to 
ensure that the puck crossed the line. Ponomarev sent a 
puck towards Jamieson Rees, who was initially credited with 
the goal. On review, it was determined that the puck never 
reached Rees and instead was deflected in by an IceHogs 
player, giving the goal to Ponomarev.  

The Wolves were close to getting out of the second period 
only down one goal, but a buzzer beater from Andrei 
Atybarmakian on the power play restored the two-goal 
advantage for Rockford. This play too required review to 
ensure that the puck crossed the line before time expired in 
the period. 

The third period was all Spencer Smallman, with his first 
shorthanded goal coming off of a rebound he collected, and 
his second coming on a solo breakaway to tie the game. 

The game looked to be headed to overtime until the IceHogs 
took advantage of a dump-in with 46 seconds left in 
regulation.  

The Wolves have one game remaining against the IceHogs, 
who they’ve struggled against this season. They’re 3-5-0-3 
against Rockford this season, with four straight losses.  

Scoring: Spencer Smallman, 2 G; Vasili Ponomarev, 1 G; 
Josh Jacobs, 2 A; Noel Gunler, 1 A; Max Lajoie, 1 A 

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 24 of 28, 0.857 sv%  

Game 72: Wolves 4, Griffins 2 

In contrast to the Wolves’ struggles against the IceHogs this 
year, they’ve dominated the Grand Rapids Griffins, with just 
one overtime loss and ten regulation wins. This game was no 
different, with the Wolves largely outperforming the Griffins 
throughout the game. 

After a slow, scoreless first period, defenseman Chris Bigras 
got the Wolves on the board early in the second, a period in 
which they outshot the Griffins 14-9. Bigras’ goal came off of 
a shot from Noel Gunler; the first attempt was blocked but 
Bigras picked up the rebound to get the Wolves on the 
board. 

The Griffins scored a few minutes later on a play that was 
credited to Jonatan Berggren, but which was unfortunately 
deflected into the net by a Wolves defenseman. The Wolves 
got their lead back 70 seconds later thanks to Andrew 
Poturalski, who is still trying to hunt down 100 points on the 
season.  

Richard Panik also scored to cap off an active second 
period, which saw all four goals occur within around seven 
minutes of playing time. While Riley Barber scored for the 
Griffins early in the third period, Noel Gunler restored the 
two-goal lead by chasing down a rebound for a stuff-in goal, 
his second AHL goal. 

Jack LaFontaine put together a strong performance, stopping 
27 of 29 shots and recording one of his best save 
percentages in full-game action this season.  

Scoring: Richard Panik, 1 G, 1 A; Noel Gunler, 1 G, 1 A; 
Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 1 A; Chris Bigras, 1 G; Josh Leivo, 3 
A; Jalen Chatfield, 1 A; Jack Drury, 1 A 

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 27 of 29, 0.931 sv%  
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Game 73: Wolves 1, Admirals 3 

Goaltender Dylan Wells, called up from the ECHL to join the 
team after Alex Lyon’s injury and Pyotr Kochetkov’s callup, 
made his second start of the season for the Wolves.  

Despite a strong start, including an early goal from Josh 
Leivo off of a faceoff, the Wolves surrendered three power 
play goals to the Admirals. Milwaukee is still fighting to 
secure the number three seed in the division, which would 
ensure them a first round bye in the playoffs.  

Two of the Admirals three goals came in the third period 
while the Wolves were facing a major penalty issued to 
Richard Panik for boarding. This is the first time this season 
the Wolves surrendered three power play goals.  

Stefan Noesen, the league’s leading goal-scorer, sat this 
game out in order to give him a rest in the middle of a three-
in-three set.  

Scoring: Josh Leivo, 1 G; Andrew Poturalski, 1 A 

In net: Dylan Wells, saved 26 of 29, 0.897 sv%  

Game 74: Wolves 6, Griffins 2 

The Grand Rapids Griffins always serve as an excellent 
palate cleanser, and this game was no exception. Dylan 
Wells, making his second straight start, picked up his first 
AHL win of the season as the Wolves once again dominated 
the Griffins.  

Noesen, returning to the lineup after a night off, picked up 
right where he left off, scoring twice, including opening 
scoring just over a minute into the first period.  

Vasili Ponomarev recorded his second AHL goal off of a 
pass from Stelio Mattheos. Mattheos created a turnover in 
the neutral zone and came down the right wall before finding 
Ponomarev with the pass. 

While the Griffins got on the board at the end of the third 
period, the rest of the game was all Wolves. Noesen and 
Ponomarev both scored again in the second period, as did 
Noel Gunler. Andrew Poturalski scored at the beginning of 
the third period, giving him three points on the night and 97 
total for the season.  

The Wolves have two games left for Poturalski to score three 
more points and reach 100 on the season. Given that one of 
those games is against Grand Rapids, and Poturalski has 24 
points in 11 games against the Griffins this season, I have a 
sneaking suspicion he’ll reach the century mark.  

Scoring: Vasili Ponomarev, 2 G, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 2 G; 
Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 2 A; Noel Gunler, 1 G; Stelio 
Mattheos, 2 A; Richard Panik, 2 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; Joey 
Keane, 1 A; David Cotton, 1 A; Jesper Sellgren, 1 A 

In net: Dylan Wells, saved 26 of 28, 0.929 sv%
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Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers: Game Preview 

Here we are again, another Tuesday in Manhattan, this time 
with the division title on the line. 

By Brian LeBlanc  

Carolina Hurricanes (52-20-8) at New York Rangers (51-22-
6) 

2021-22 Regular Season Game 81 
Tuesday, April 26, 2022 – 7:00 p.m. ET 
Madison Square Garden – New York, N.Y. 

Watch: Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Blueshirt Banter  

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

In their 40-plus year history as an NHL franchise, the 
Carolina Hurricanes have never won back to back division 
titles. That fact had to be written today, because by the end 
of the day it may no longer be applicable. For the final time 
this (regular) season, the Hurricanes take the ice on the 
road, with a win over the New York Rangers all that stands 
between them and the Metropolitan Division crown. 

(But it’s not going to be that easy, is it? This is the 
Hurricanes at MSG we’re talking about, after all.) 

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Rangers 

Record 52-20-8 51-22-6 

Goals/Game 3.34 3.05 

Goals Against/Game 2.42 2.46 

Shots/Game 34.08 29.09 

Face Off Win % 53.8% 48.0% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.5% (11th) 26.2% (3rd) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 87.8% (1st) 82.0% (8th) 

ES Corsi For % 56.19% 47.15% 

ES PDO 100.56 101.39 

PIM/Game 09:15 08:11 

Goaltender #1 

Category Antti Raanta Igor Shesterkin 

Record 14-5-4 36-12-4 

Save % .913 .936 

GAA 2.43 2.03 

Goaltender #2 

Category Pyotr Kochetkov Alexandar Georgiev 

Record 2-0-0 14-9-2 

Save % .889 .898 

GAA 2.03 2.91 

Game Notes 

 The Hurricanes’ assignment tonight is simple: win, 
and they’ll have home ice advantage for at least the 
first two rounds of the playoffs. A loss of any sort 
will keep the division race open to the Canes’ final 
game of the season on Thursday, although if the 
Hurricanes earn at least a point tonight, the 
Rangers will need to win out in their final two games 
and hope for a Hurricanes regulation loss at home 
against New Jersey on Thursday. 

 When last these two teams met, exactly two weeks 
ago, the Hurricanes topped the Rangers 4-2 on the 
strength of a three-point night from Sebastian Aho. 
Frederik Andersen stood tall, making 28 saves, as 
the Canes came from behind to take the win. 

 Andersen will not play tonight, although Sara Civian 
reports that the Hurricanes are hopeful to have their 
#1 netminder back to start the playoffs. 

 Also in that update, Antti Raanta’s injury that forced 
him to leave Sunday’s win over the Islanders was 
revealed to be nothing worse than a cramp. He will 
be able to back up Pyotr Kochetkov tonight and will 
be available if necessary, allowing the Hurricanes to 
avoid being forced to call someone up to serve as 
the backup tonight. 

 Speaking of Kochetkov, the guy can play: 2-0 to 
start his NHL career, and a chance to make it three 
in a row with the division title on the line tonight. If 
he does so, he’ll become the second goalie in 
franchise history to record three straight wins to 
begin his career, joining Justin Peters’ run in 2010. 
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 If Andrei Svechnikov can register an assist tonight, 
it will mark a high-water mark for Hurricanes’ 
helpers: not since 1992-93 has the franchise 
boasted four players with at least 40 assists in a 
season. Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen (43 
apiece) and Tony DeAngelo (41) are already there. 

 Congratulations are in order to Max Domi, who will 
play in his 500th career game tonight. He’s not one 
of the multitude of former Rangers in the Hurricanes 
lineup, but of course there has to be a connection 
somewhere: although better known for his time with 
the Maple Leafs, Max’s dad Tie played for the 
Rangers for parts of three seasons in the early 
1990s.

 

 

PHWA announces 2022 Masterton Trophy nominees 

By Willie Ramirez  

The Professional Hockey Writers Association (PHWA) is 
pleased to announce the 2022 Bill Masterton Memorial 
Trophy nominees. 

Each of the PHWA’s 32 local chapters submitted 
nominations for the Masterton Trophy, which is awarded 
annually to the NHL player who “best exemplifies the 
qualities of perseverance, sportsmanship and dedication to 
the game.” 

The top three vote-getters, as determined by a membership-
wide runoff, will be designated as finalists. The Masterton 
Trophy will be awarded, along with the other NHL major 
awards, between Games 3 & 4 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

The following are this year’s nominees: 

Anaheim — Ryan Getzlaf: In his 17th and final NHL season, 
Ryan Getzlaf is ending it in the way that he came in – playing 
a hard, physical game honest in its manner and execution 
while resuming his status as the greatest playmaking center 
in franchise history. The 36-year-old Ducks star washed 
away the bitter taste of a joyless 2020-21 season played 
mostly without fans. He did that with a great start to 2021-22 
that included becoming Anaheim’s all-time leading scorer 
and surpassing the 1,000-point milestone. A foot injury 
hobbled him in the second half, but it didn’t diminish his 
influence on young linemate Troy Terry and his breakout 36-
goal season. 

Arizona — Andrew Ladd: Injuries and age limited Ladd to 30 
NHL games over the past three seasons (four over the past 
two). He spent most of that time either rehabbing, playing in 
the AHL, or stewing on his fate. Off-ice sessions with mental 
skills coach Dan Leffelaar and on-ice work with skills coach 
Adam Oates altered his outlook and his game. Ladd has 
played 49 games for the Coyotes this season, totaling seven 
goals and 11 points. 

Boston — Jake DeBrusk: Despite a challenging last few 
seasons, the 25-year-old DeBrusk has persevered to play 
some of the best hockey of his career after an uncomfortable 
trade request was made public in December. He spoke to 
teammates on Dec. 1 and told them the honest truth, with 

Taylor Hall revealing DeBrusk told them his “career was at a 
crossroads.” DeBrusk scored the next night, went quiet 
through the holidays, and a trade never materialized. He 
busted out with eight goals in an eight-game stretch and 
even though he signed a two-year extension with the Bruins 
on trade deadline day just to take the fear of his qualifying 
offer off the table for interested teams, GM Don Sweeney still 
wasn’t able to find a taker. Through it all, DeBrusk has 
notched 23 goals – his best output in four seasons – and is 
knocking on the door of a career-high in points, and perhaps 
a fresh start elsewhere this summer. 

Buffalo — Kyle Okposo: This 33-year-old alternate captain 
has had a rebirth on the ice with 19 goals in his first 70 
games after scoring just two last season. He’s overcome 
injuries, including the severe concussion issues that landed 
him in a neuro ICU in April 2017. But mostly he’s become a 
pillar in the dressing room, leading the cadre of young 
Sabres and even presenting the player of the game sword to 
broadcaster Rick Jeanneret after his banner raising night on 
April 1. 

Calgary — Chris Tanev: While Tanev had some tough luck 
with injuries during his stint in Vancouver, he hasn’t missed a 
single game in his two seasons with the Flames. That 
certainly doesn’t mean that the durable, dependable 
defenseman isn’t often playing through pain. The 32-year-old 
is a mentor to his blue-line partners, a respected leader in 
the locker room, and the sort of underrated player that you 
appreciate more and more when you see him in action every 
night. He is also a fearless shot-blocker, consistently 
sacrificing his body to help out his goaltender. Flames starter 
Jacob Markstrom showed his appreciation this season with a 
mask that includes a tribute to Tanev’s mostly toothless 
hockey smile. 

Carolina — Antti Raanta: On his fourth team in nine NHL 
seasons, Raanta has returned to the form that made him a 
top-10 goalie in the league. Raanta’s career has at times 
been derailed by injuries, but the 32-year-old from Rauma, 
Finland, has stayed healthy in his first season in Carolina 
and helped the Hurricanes to the top of the Metropolitan 
Division with fellow goaltender Frederick Andersen. It’s the 
first season Raanta has played since the death of his father, 
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Pekka, who would text Raanta before every game with 
advice and encouragement. 

Chicago — Dylan Strome: It would have been hard to blame 
Dylan Strome if he pouted. If he stewed. If he became a 
problem in the locker room. If he demanded a trade. The No. 
3 overall pick in 2015 — behind Connor McDavid and Jack 
Eichel — had fallen out of Jeremy Colliton’s lineup 
completely. And new coach Derek King didn’t exactly warm 
up to him right away, making him a healthy scratch even 
after games in which he produced. Already labeled a bust 
once in Arizona, Strome was flirting with the title again. But 
he persevered, worked on his defensive game, and patiently 
waited for his chance to get back in the lineup, all while 
remaining, by all accounts, a model teammate. And despite 
being scratched 13 times in the first half of the season, 
Strome put up 18 goals and 21 assists in a 40-game span 
after Jan. 4, re-establishing himself as a top-six player in the 
NHL. 

Colorado — Jack Johnson: Going into the season, Johnson 
said that retirement isn’t always a choice: Sometimes no one 
is willing to give you a shot. But the Avalanche signed 
Johnson to a professional tryout agreement, and the veteran 
defenseman clawed his way into a roster spot. The 35-year-
old, who Pittsburgh bought out in 2020 and who missed most 
of last season with the Rangers due to injury, has played in 
more than 90 percent of the league-best Avalanche’s games, 
reaching the career 1,000-game mark in March. 

Columbus — Justin Danforth: Undersized and overlooked his 
entire career, Danforth, an Oshawa, Ont., native, finally 
reached the NHL with the Blue Jackets this season at 28 
years old. He turned 29 in March. His was a truly unique path 
to the world’s top league. Snubbed by the major U.S. college 
programs, Danforth attended tiny Sacred Heart University in 
Fairfield, Conn., just as the school was beginning Division I 
competition. After four years at Sacred Heart (2013-17), 
Danforth spent two years bouncing around the New York 
Islanders and Buffalo Sabres organizations on minor-league 
deals, playing more games in the ECHL (47) than the AHL 
(21). Then it was off to Europe, which is where Danforth’s 
pro career bloomed and the thought of playing in the NHL — 
a pipedream since his youth — started to become more 
realistic. The Blue Jackets signed him to a two-way contract 
last spring. He was recalled from AHL Cleveland and made 
his NHL debut on Nov. 15 vs. Detroit, quickly becoming a 
lineup regular. On the night he debuted, his coaches from 
Sacred Heart traveled to Columbus to bear witness. He’s the 
only from that program to play in the NHL. 

Dallas – Tyler Seguin: Seguin, 30, is playing in his first full 
season after undergoing both hip and knee surgeries 
following the Stars’ run to the Stanley Cup Final in 2020. 
Seguin played on a torn labrum in his hip during the playoff 
run, an injury that required surgery in the offseason. What 
was supposed to be a five-month recovery turned into much 
more for Seguin, who also had to undergo a procedure on 
his knee afterward. Seguin played three games for the Stars 
during the 2020-21 season and has missed just one game 
this season. As of April 15, Seguin has 32 points in his last 
39 games. 

Detroit — Marc Staal: At 35 years old, Staal remains a 
stalwart presence on the back end, where his size and calm 

demeanor provides stability. Staal plays smart and effectively 
(he’s the only Wing who has played more than 60 games 
and retained a plus rating). He appeared in his 1,000th game 
on March 12, and is on pace to play 73 games this season, 
embodying perseverance and consistency in the twilight of 
his career. 

Edmonton — Kris Russell: Nobody in the history of the 
National Hockey League has blocked more shots than 
Edmonton Oilers defenceman Kris Russell,. He blocked 
career shot No. 1,999 earlier this season to take over the all-
time lead in that category, and at the time of this writing 
remains the only NHL player ever to exceed 2,000 shots 
blocked. The 34-year-old Caroline, Alberta native entered the 
NHL as an offensive threat, coming off a 69-point season in 
his final year of junior hockey. But he quickly realized that, if 
he was going to have a lengthy career, the 5-10, 170-
pounder was going to have to channel his farming roots and 
make his living in the dirty areas of the game. Russell 
passed the 900-game mark this season and continues to 
block shots with reckless abandon. 

Florida — Anthony Duclair: Duclair bounced around the NHL 
— playing for five teams by the age of 25 — before finding a 
home with the Florida Panthers. Duclair signed a “prove-it” 
one-year deal with the Panthers and was one of the team 
leaders in helping Florida turn its fortunes around in 2021. 
The Panthers then signed him to a three-year extension 
where he has had a career season in a record-breaking year 
for the Panthers. Duclair goes into Friday as a first-time 30-
goal scorer with 54 points in 65 games. Off the ice, Duclair is 
one of the founding members of the Hockey Diversity 
Alliance and has headed up the Panthers’ team initiatives 
including wrapping their sticks in special tape which reads 
‘Racism Has No Place in Hockey’ as well as wearing anti-
racism t-shirts to games. 

Los Angeles — Blake Lizotte: Lizotte arrived in Los Angeles 
as an unheralded college free agent from St. Cloud State 
University. Despite the depth of the Kings’ forward prospects 
pool, Lizotte has established himself as the mainstay of the 
“energy” line by coupling his high hockey IQ with a tenacious 
style. Blake established career-highs in goals, faceoff-win 
percentage, and hits this season to earn a two-year contract 
extension. 

Minnesota — Jared Spurgeon: Originally drafted by the New 
York Islanders with the No. 156 pick in the 2008 NHL Draft, 
they opted not to sign the undersized blue liner. From there, 
the Wild invited Spurgeon to their training camp in 2010, and 
well, the rest is history. He turned heads at that tryout, 
earned an entry-level contract with the Wild, and after a brief 
stint in the minors, made his NHL debut a couple of months 
later on his 21st birthday. He’s slowly emerged as the face of 
the franchise since then, playing more than 750 games with 
the Wild, and succeeding Mikko Koivu as the second 
permanent captain in franchise history. In his new role, 
Spurgeon has helped usher in a new era for the Wild, 
making everyone feel welcome with his inclusive demeanor. 

Montreal — Carey Price: The Canadiens announced last 
July 23 that Carey Price had knee surgery and would require 
10-12 weeks to recover. On Sept. 23, then-coach Dominique 
Ducharme said Price should be ready for the first game of 
the season. Except that recovery took much longer than 
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anticipated. At age 34, with a long history of injuries, playing 
a position that is tough on the knees, Price suffered 
numerous setbacks, to the point where he even admitted in 
late January that his ability to continue his playing career 
was in question. Price also showed courage in October by 
seeking the help of the NHLPA/NHL player assistance 
program to help battle a problem with substance use. This 
obviously delayed his recovery from knee surgery. On April 
15, with the Canadiens near the bottom of the NHL 
standings, Price played his first game of the season. 

Le 23 juillet dernier, le Canadien annonçait que Carey Price 
avait subi une opération à un genou et qu’il en aurait pour 10 
à 12 semaines de rééducation. Le 23 septembre Dominique 
Ducharme annonçait que Price devrait être prêt pour le 
premier match de la saison. Sauf que la rééducation a été 
plus longue que prévu. À 34 ans, avec de lourds 
antécédents médicaux, à une position dure pour les genoux, 
Price a subi de nombreux reculs, au point où il a lui-même 
admis que la suite de sa carrière était incertaine. Price a 
aussi fait preuve de courage en s’inscrivant, en octobre, au 
programme d’aide de la LNH et de l’AJLNH afin de 
combattre un problème de consommation. La démarche l’a 
évidemment forcé à prendre une pause dans sa rééducation. 
C’est finalement le 15 avril que Price a disputé son premier 
match de la saison. 

Nashville — Mark Borowiecki: Borowiecki suffered a panic 
attack during an early-season game in 2020-21, his first 
season with the Predators. The 32-year-old veteran 
defenseman has used his platform to promote the 
importance of mental health. “I just think it’s important for 
guys to know that you can still be this tough guy in the NHL 
and this archetypal masculine athlete, but you can stay on 
top of this stuff. It’s only going to benefit you,” Borowiecki 
said. 

New Jersey — Nico Hischier: Hischier had a trying 2020-21 
season, from a broken leg during pre-training camp 
preparations to a COVID-19 diagnosis to taking a deflected 
puck in the face that resulted in a sinus fracture. Hischier, 
one of the youngest captains in the NHL, rebounded this 
season with not only a career-high in goals and points but 
also by continuing to play an honest, fearless style of hockey 
that has made him a natural leader in New Jersey. 

NY Islanders — Zdeno Chara: This 6-9, 250 defenseman 
has shown both perseverance and dedication to ice hockey 
by playing into his 24th NHL season at age 45, returning to 
the team that drafted him in 1996 and where he spent his 
first four seasons. Devoted to his physical fitness routine, 
Chara broke Chris Chelios’ previous NHL record for 
defensemen by playing in his 1,652nd regular-season game 
on Feb. 24 and has dressed for 68 of the Islanders’ first 77 
games while averaging 18:40 of ice time. Coaches and 
teammates rave about Chara’s pure love of the sport as a 
reason he keeps going and they also rave about his 
leadership and mentorship, particularly of third-year 
defenseman Noah Dobson, who has set career highs in 
goals, assists, and games this season. Chara can constantly 
be seen talking to Dobson on the bench, instructing him on 
the finer points of the game. Chara has always played a 
physical game but constantly shows sportsmanship, 

particularly after fights, patting his opponent to check to see 
if he’s all right or simply telling him he did a good job. 

NY Rangers — Chris Kreider: Kreider has strung together a 
career season at age 30 and in his 10th year in the NHL, 
leading the Rangers by a significant margin in goals (50 and 
counting). Having been a streaky scorer his entire NHL 
career, Kreider transformed into a consistent producer this 
season who is just as noticeable without the puck as he is 
with it. Kreider has been viewed as the Rangers captain 
without the ‘C.’ Instead, the Massachusetts native has been 
at the heart of the six-alternate-captain group. After 
overcoming a blood clot that led to a rib resection in 2017, 
Kreider has seemingly never taken another game for granted 
and plays as such. 

Ottawa — Anton Forsberg: Over the past 12 months, 
Forsberg has been the epitome of resilience and dedication. 
The netminder was placed on waivers by three different 
clubs last season — Edmonton, Carolina, and Winnipeg. 
With his NHL future on precarious footing, he landed in 
Ottawa in March of 2021 and has since firmly established 
himself as a consistent and dependable presence in the 
crease for Ottawa. For his efforts, he recently signed a three-
year contract extension with the Senators, a testament to his 
ability to overcome a period of uncertainty to establish 
himself as a full-time NHL goaltender. 

Philadelphia — Kevin Hayes: This 29-year-old center had 
two abdominal surgeries before the season. In January, he 
had another procedure to drain fluid from the adductor 
region. That procedure was for an infection in his groin area. 
Because of the medical issues, Hayes has been in and out of 
the lineup all season, and he has18 points in 20 games since 
returning to the lineup on March 5. He has dedicated the 
season to his brother, Jimmy, a former NHL player who died 
suddenly on Aug. 23. He has also increased his leadership 
duties since long-time captain Claude Giroux was traded to 
Florida on March 19. In short, he has become a leader on 
and off the ice despite a year filled with heartbreak. 

Pittsburgh — Brian Boyle: Boyle, 37, continues to display the 
attributes that made him a deserving Masterton winner while 
with the Devils. A Cancer survivor, Boyle did not play in the 
NHL during the shortened 2020-21 season, and many 
presumed his career at the top level was over. But he 
parlayed a tryout camp contract with the Penguins into a 
regular role in Pittsburgh’s bottom six, serving coach Mike 
Sullivan — very much a Boyle advocate dating to their days 
with the Rangers — as a trusted defensive specialist, leading 
one of the NHL’s best penalty kills a season after the 
Penguins were among the poorer clubs at denying opposing 
power-play goals. Boyle quickly won over the Penguins’ 
locker room and has filled a valuable leadership role. 

St. Louis —Vladimir Tarasenko: Tarasenko underwent three 
separate surgeries on his left shoulder in a span of 28 
months. Many thought he’d never be the same player again. 
He requested a trade and Blues GM Doug Armstrong found 
no takers. The Seattle Kraken took a pass on him in the 
expansion draft. Tarasenko is still a member of the Blues 
and the club couldn’t be happier. After playing just 34 games 
in 2019-20 and ‘20-21, the 30-year-old is the team leader in 
goals and points, and he’s set a new career-high in assists. 
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San Jose — Brent Burns: “He’s one of the hardest-working 
guys I’ve ever dealt with.” That’s what Bob Boughner said 
recently of Burns, and that’s why Burns, in his age-36 
season, is on pace to play over 2,120 minutes. That would 
put him in the top-five of most-played 36-plus skaters since 
the NHL started officially tracking ice time in 1998-99. Burns 
is also on pace to be the only NHL player to top over 2,100 
minutes played this year. 

Seattle — Jaden Schwartz: Jaden Schwartz was coming off 
a difficult year in which he struggled through injury and the 
unexpected death of his father. He emerged as a leader of 
an expansion Kraken squad, sitting second in total points 
with 20 in 29 games before suffering a Dec. 29 hand injury 
against Philadelphia. Schwartz underwent surgery on the 
hand and wound up missing more than two months. But he 
returned in March against Washington and played in eight 
more games before an upper-body injury effectively finished 
his season. 

Tampa Bay — Alex Killorn: Killorn, 32, broke his fibula in 
Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Final, but planned on returning 
for a Game 6 or Game 7 if needed following surgery to insert 
a rod in his leg. The veteran wing bounced back with one of 
the best seasons of his career, entering Saturday with a 
career-high 54 points and just his second 20-plus goal 
season. Killorn has been a consistent part of the leadership 
group for several years and certainly displays the qualities of 
perseverance, sportsmanship, and dedication to hockey. As 
former teammate Blake Coleman once put it, “He’s got his 
fingerprints all over this team. There’s not many things he 
doesn’t do for us.” Killorn has been active in the community 
over the years, with his “Dock Talk” Instagram jetski show 
raising more than $50,000, which all went to the Hillsborough 
Education Fund. He also co-hosted with Ryan McDonagh a 
“Jam Kancer in the Kan” KanJam tournament a couple of 
years ago, and that event raised $102,000 for the Adolescent 
and Young Adult program at Tampa’s Moffitt Cancer Center. 
Killorn was also the Tampa chapter’s Masterton nominee in 
2020. 

Toronto — Ondrej Kase: Kase will not give up his NHL 
dream despite a series of head injuries. When misfortune is 
not sidelining the 26-year-old Czech winger, he has kept up 
a seven-year battle to stay in the lineup, that began as a 
seventh-round draft pick of the Anaheim Ducks (205th 
overall) in 2014. When active, he’s recognized as one of the 
league’s top two-way forwards, averaging .48 points a game 
in his time with the Ducks, Boston Bruins, and this past 
season as a free agent with the Maple Leafs. Yet to play a 
full season in the league and held to just three games in the 
2020-21 campaign with Boston because of concussions, this 
year began with great promise. Kase earned a spot on a 
competitive Toronto team and praise for both his defensive 

work, shot-blocking, and cashing in scoring chances. Before 
his latest concussion on March 19 in a game against 
Nashville, in which he had to be helped off the ice and had to 
be talked out of trying to return by medical staff, he had goals 
in three of the past four games. Kase hopes to return before 
or during the playoffs. 

Vancouver — Luke Schenn: This veteran defenceman has 
proven to be a calming presence this season on the 
Vancouver blueline. He’s spent much of the season 
alongside Quinn Hughes and hasn’t looked out of place, a 
strong statement of how hard he’s worked in recent seasons 
to reinvent his game. He’s still got a hard edge, but his 
defensive positioning and his first pass make him a player 
who, at 32, remains essential to this lineup. 

Vegas — Jack Eichel: Eichel has shown perseverance and 
dedication to the sport, returning to play at a high level 
following an 11-month absence due to a neck surgery never 
before performed on an NHL player. Eichel helped pave the 
way for others, such as Tyler Johnson, to consider the 
artificial disc replacement surgery as an option, and set an 
example for players around the league in standing his 
ground on players’ medical rights. 

Winnipeg — Josh Morrissey: Morrissey overcame the off-
season death of his father Tom to cancer to put together one 
of the best seasons of his NHL career. Morrissey raised 
more than $3,700 for Cancer Care by auctioning off a “game 
worn” purple velvet blazer as a tribute to his dad, who loved 
fashion. Morrissey is active in the community, serving as an 
ambassador for The Dream Factory and hosting The Josh 
Morrissey Classic, an event that raised nearly $300,000 for 
Manitoba children battling life-threatening diseases during 
the first three years. Morrissey also started his own 
foundation called Glass Half Full Foundation, which helps 
raise funds for various Mental Health programs in Winnipeg 
and Calgary. Not only has Morrissey exuded the qualities of 
perseverance and dedication, but he’s also set career highs 
for goals (12) and points (34) while serving as an alternate 
captain. 

Washington — Nicklas Backstrom: Nicklas Backstrom last 
offseason noticed problems with his left hip, which was 
surgically repaired in 2015. It was enough to keep him off the 
ice for training camp and the start of the season. While 
turning 34, Backstrom went through a grueling rehab process 
off the ice before he could even start skating again in the 
hopes of returning to the Washington Capitals. Backstrom 
missed Washington’s first 28 games before making his 
season debut in mid-December. The veteran Swede in 
March recorded his 1,000th career point and remains at 
almost a point-a-game rate in his NHL career.

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 26, 2022 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260742452.html 

https://theathletic.com/3269150/2022/04/25/carolina-hurricanes-freddie-andersen-antti-raanta/ 
https://theathletic.com/3270058/2022/04/25/it-all-comes-down-to-the-golden-knights-stars-and-predators-plus-a-scoring-rant-and-more/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/raanta-hurricanes-masterton-nominee-has-unfinished-business/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/04/25/nhl-power-rankings-st-louis-blues-sneaking-under-radar-los-angeles-kings-take-care-of-business/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/25/23041176/chicago-wolves-still-chasing-stockton-heat-for-the-top-of-the-ahl-standings 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/26/23042115/carolina-hurricanes-at-new-york-rangers-game-preview-statistics-notes 

https://www.thephwa.com/2022/04/25/phwa-announces-2022-bill-masterton-memorial-trophy-nominees/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1242677 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

As Hurricanes, Rangers meet again in New York, goaltending has a 
different look 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Frederik Andersen was the starting goalie and had 28 saves. Rookie 
forward Seth Jarvis had a goal and assist in his first game in the Garden. 
The Canes left with a four-point lead over the Rangers in the 
Metropolitan Division. 

That was then. Think about now. 

The Canes and Rangers face off again Tuesday at the Garden, with 
Carolina (52-20-8) still holding a four-point lead in the Metro and in 
position to clinch the division with a victory. 

Th possible starting goalie for the Canes: Pyotr Kochetkov. 

The goaltending outlook: a bit muddled. 

Antti Raanta’s injury Sunday against the New York Islanders was another 
body blow for the Hurricanes. Andersen left the April 16 road game 
against Colorado with a lower-body injury and Raanta’s lower-body 
ailment in Sunday’s game brought about a potential worst-case scenario 
for Carolina — starting the Stanley Cup playoffs next week with both 
veteran goalies out and injured. 

Kochetkov, 22, has seemingly been a very popular callup among the 
Canes players, gaining quick acceptance. Recalled from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL last week, he stepped in Saturday and made his NHL 
debut a winning one as the Canes beat the New Jersey Devils in 
overtime — then spent considerable time in the locker room wildly 
celebrating with the rookie. 

It was Raanta’s turn in the net Sunday against the Islanders, but it was 
apparent about 12 minutes into the second period that he was laboring 
and had to come out. In came Kochetkov again, stopping seven of eight 
shots, closing out the 5-2 road win. 

“The kid looks great,” Canes captain Jordan Staal said after the game. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the hope was that Raanta’s injury 
was not that serious, and more will be known Tuesday when the Canes 
hold their morning skate in New York. Elliotte Friedman of Hockey Night 
in Canada tweeted Monday that Raanta might have had a cramping 
issue Sunday and will be able to back up Kochetkov. 

Andersen’s status also will be reeevaluated this week and there has 
been a sense that he could return for the playoffs -- the Canes have only 
a home game Thursday against New Jersey left in the regular season 
after Tuesday. 

The Canes drafted Kochetkov in the second round in 2019, believing he 
had the size and ability to become an NHL goalie. They brought him to 
North America once the KHL’s 2021-22 season ended in Russia to get 
him some games with the Wolves. 

Good timing. Kochetkov was an immediate success, being named the 
AHL rookie of the month for March, playing with passion and some 
panache. With Chicago goalies Alex Lyon and Eetu Makiniemi injured, he 
was the best option for Carolina when Andersen went out. 

If the Canes need to recall another goalie from Chicago, it would be Jack 
LaFontaine and would be part of a wild ride this year — from the NCAA 
to the NHL to the AHL to the ECHL and back to the AHL. The Canes 
signed him to an entry-level deal out of the University of Minnesota on 
Jan. 9 and quickly gave him his first NHL start at New Jersey on Jan. 22. 
The Devils won 7-4 and that was that: LaFontaine soon was on his way 
to Chicago. 

LaFontaine has played 12 games for the Wolves and had 27 saves 
Friday in 4-2 road win over Grand Rapids. 

The Canes did not hold a practice Monday in New York. Nor did they 
make a recall from the minors. 

It could be two Russians in net come game time at the Garden — 
Kochetkov for the Canes and Igor Shesterkin for the Rangers. Yes, it has 
been some two weeks. 

News Observer LOADED: 04.26.2022 
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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta nominated for the NHL’s Bill Masterton 
Trophy 
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BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Often, the recipient has been a player who has overcome a serious 
injury, personal tragedy or sickness. Oskar Lindblom of the Philadelphia 
Flyers, who battled back from a bout with a form of bone cancer, was the 
2021 winner in voting by the Professional Hockey Writers’ Association 
(PHWA). 

But there also are players who fit each of the Masterton qualities well. 
One who does is goalie Antti Raanta of the Carolina Hurricanes, who has 
been nominated by the Carolina PHWA chapter for the 2022 award, it 
was announced Monday. 

Raanta, 32, is in his ninth NHL season and first with the Canes. He has 
had his share of injuries through the years and suffered another on 
Sunday, when he left the game against the New York Islanders with a 
lower-body injury. 

He was a member of a Stanley Cup championship team with the Chicago 
Blackhawks in 2015, getting a ring but not getting his name on the Cup 
— another story in itself. 

“The way last season ended it was a little bit in my head,” Raanta said 
this past week. “It’s been so many nagging injuries, so many small 
injuries the last three, four years. You start to think a little bit like, ‘Is there 
any point in going back and playing?’ ... It just felt like when you’d get 
back there was another (injury) or the same injury came back and you 
just couldn’t get out of the cycle. 

“But you take a little time off from the hockey and you try to forget all the 
bad things that have happened and then start to build toward the new 
season. Getting that offer from Carolina, your eyes get shiny and you get 
that shining feeling and you get that exciting feeling back.” 

Signing a two-year contract with the Hurricanes in free agency, Raanta 
had had a few bumps along the way this season — a concussion, 
COVID-19, a few minor injuries. His father, Pekka, passed away in 
August, not long before training camp began. 

But through it all, Raanta stayed at it, working on his game, his 
technique. While playing behind Frederik Andersen, he has made the 
most of his 23 starts and join Andersen in giving the Canes the “best 
tandem in the league” when healthy, Canes defenseman Brendan Smith 
said Thursday, 

“Always when you see a guy like him and he’s smiling, it’s infectious. He 
can bring light to the room and he’s that kind of guy.” 

No Canes player has been awarded the Masterton, named for a player 
who died in 1968 after injuries sustained in a game. Jordan Staal was 
one of three finalists in 2018, when Brian Boyle, then with New Jersey, 
took the award. 

Saying he was honored to be nominated this season, Raanta said he is 
excited about the coming playoffs. He was the third goalie for the 
Blackhawks in the 2015 playoffs — behind Crawford and Scott Darling — 
which kept him from getting his name on the Cup after Chicago won. 

“At the time it would have been nice to get your name there, but it also 
been like motivation,” Raanta said. “The biggest thing for me was to 
make sure that some day it will be there. This year is a good chance to 
do that.” 
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Sources: Hurricanes should have Freddie Andersen and Antti Raanta 
back for the playoffs 

 

Sara Civian 

 

There’s bad luck with position-specific injuries, and then there’s the 2021-
22 Carolina Hurricanes and their goaltending situation. 

The organization lost four professional goalies to injury in a two-day span 
back in January, so it signed Jack LaFontaine out of college. LaFontaine 
only ended up playing one game before the situation was rectified, and it 
had been more or less smooth sailing for the rest of the season — until 
recently. 

It was bad enough that the Canes lost their No. 1 goalie and potential 
Vezina Trophy contender Freddie Andersen to a left leg injury earlier this 
month, but on Sunday, No. 2 Antti Raanta — who had been good in 
Andersen’s absence — went down during a 5-2 win over the Islanders. 

Antti Raanta is coming out of the game for the #Canes. 

He was in some clear lower-body pain after making this stop a few 
moments ago. Tried to play on in the moments following, but you could 
see he was hurt. pic.twitter.com/K2UTiGhghp 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) April 24, 2022 

The Canes had already called up AHL goalie of the month Pyotr 
Kochetkov while waiting for the big update on Andersen (his first MRI 
was negative), and Kochetkov made his debut Saturday at New Jersey, 
stopping 17 shots in a come-from-behind 3-2 overtime victory. Coach 
Rod Brind’Amour made the most out of the situation, calling it a “hell of a 
memory” for everyone involved, including himself. 

"You guys gave him a hell of a memory, and you gave me one, too." 
pic.twitter.com/wjHH12djUe 

— x-Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) April 23, 2022 

The Canes had no choice but to toss Kochetkov in again when Raanta 
went down 24 hours later, and the 22-year-old Russian netminder 
stopped seven of eight shots he faced in relief. 

After posting a 10-10-2 record, .926 save percentage and 2.23 goals-
against average with Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod in the KHL to start this 
season, then a 13-1-2 record, .921 save percentage and 2.03 GAA with 
AHL Chicago, Kochetkov starting 2-0-0 with the Hurricanes is a great 
story. But it’s shrouded in more than a bit of anxiety, considering the very 
immediate future: two more regular-season games — one with 
Metropolitan Division-clinching implications — and a postseason looming 
with high expectations. 

Before Raanta’s injury, I asked Brind’Amour what his options were if 
Andersen wasn’t ready for the playoffs. “We’ve got two guys, if one goes 
down, the other one goes,” he replied. 

But what if both go down? 

“Well, what are you gonna do? Cry over it?” Brind’Amour said after 
Sunday’s game. “We just have to keep moving forward. Thankfully, we 
brought (Kochetkov) over. It’s not what you draw up or what you want to 
have happen, with injuries, especially with goalies. Hopefully, neither of 
them will be too serious and we’ll get them back.” 

While it’s essentially true that the Canes don’t have many options in this 
situation other than crying about it — the Canes have virtually no cap 
space and have maxed out at 50 contracts, mind you — the front office 
pointed out Monday that that’s not literally the case. 

Aaron Schwartz, the Canes’ Director of Hockey Operations, is the 
member of the team’s front office tasked with answering questions like 
“What if both NHL goalies are down, and Kochetkov or LaFontaine get 
hurt?” 

“We’d need to sign an ATO (amateur tryout offer) if this were to happen 
in the regular season, or we’d sign an unsigned draft choice (UDC) in the 
playoffs,” he told The Athletic. “It’s not clear whether or not we’d have to 
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go down the line or if the league would allow us to sign a UFA. And the 
second hurdle is getting an exception for 51 contracts. 

“But a potential worst-case reality is we’d basically have to go down the 
list of UDC goalies and offer them a contract until they all said no, then 
we could sign a UFA goalie since there’s no cap in the playoffs.” 

Schwartz called it an “unknown rule tucked in the NHL constitution.” 

Will they have to go there? At this point, with LaFontaine and Kochetkov 
healthy, it seems unlikely. 

ALSO: My sense after talking to multiple sources Monday is that both 
Andersen and Raanta should be good to go for the playoffs. Nothing is 
official on Andersen yet, and it is subject to change, but things are 
looking optimistic. Raanta’s situation is clearer: He’s expected to dress 
tomorrow, and his issue was not long-term. As was first reported by 
Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman, sources confirmed that was a cramping 
issue. 

For now, the Canes will stick with Kochetkov as their starter, with Raanta 
dressing and backing up against the Rangers on Tuesday and a win 
clinching the division title. The plan will be to ride this combination for the 
rest of the regular season. 
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Rangers' odds of eclipsing Hurricanes for first place not good 

 

Ethan Sears3-4 minutes 26/04/2022 

 

The math, at this point, is not in the Rangers’ favor. 

Going into the weekend, their chances of winning the Metropolitan 
Division weren’t great. But after the Hurricanes swept the Devils and 
Islanders in a back-to-back, with the Rangers dropping Saturday’s 
contest against the Bruins, the Blueshirts are going to need a few things 
to go their way to edge out Carolina. 

First and foremost, though, they need to beat the Hurricanes in regulation 
Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

With three games to go in the regular season, they’re four points behind 
Carolina with a game in hand. A Carolina win would clinch the 
Metropolitan — an honor that, admittedly, is not at the top of the 
Rangers’ minds. 

“Tomorrow’s a fun game, it’s a first-place game,” Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant said following Monday’s practice. “So we’ll see where it goes. 
And again, I told you, it doesn’t matter if we finish first. 

Frank Vatrano #77 of the New York Rangers skates with the puck 
against Nino Niederreiter #21 of the Carolina Hurricanes at Madison 
Square Garden on April 12, 2022. 

“I want to win every game. I want to finish first. But at the end of next 
Friday, where we finish, who we’re gonna play, that’s the important thing 
— keep playing well. It doesn’t matter who you play. There’s eight great 
teams in the conference.” 

Gallant’s mantra is that what matters is how the Rangers themselves are 
playing. That has trickled down to the players. And moreover, with the 
Capitals and Penguins within a point of each other, who the Rangers 
face in the first round of the playoffs is something they can’t control 
anyway. 

And so what matters in the regular-season’s final three games more so 
than winning the division is health and keeping momentum intact. 

“Obviously the main goal is to win as many games as possible,” Frank 
Vatrano said. “First place is obviously up for grabs, but first or second 
place, you obviously get home ice. For us, getting first would be great, 
but we gotta win hockey games anyway.” 

The Rangers could see Pyotr Kochetkov in net for the Hurricanes on 
Tuesday after former Blueshirt Antti Raanta left Saturday’s game against 
the Islanders with a lower-body injury. 

But word Monday was that Raanta should at least be available for dress 
for the game. The Hurricanes are already missing Frederik Andersen 
with an undisclosed injury suffered last Monday. Jack LaFontaine could 
be recalled from AHL Chicago if Raanta is out. 

The Rangers and Hurricanes have both given up 194 goals this season, 
tied for the fewest in the league (though Carolina has played one more 
game than New York). 
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Andrew Copp, Filip Chytil, Kaapo Kakko named 'game-time decisions' for 
Rangers-Hurricanes 

 

Ethan Sears4-5 minutes 25/04/2022 

 

Not one, not two, but three of the Rangers players who missed 
Saturday’s game due to injury were back on the ice at Monday’s practice. 

That would be Andrew Copp, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko, and though 
the team never sounded particularly concerned with their availability for 
the playoffs, the sight of all three as full participants headed into 
Tuesday’s game is a good one nonetheless. It’s not yet known whether 
they’ll play against the Hurricanes — Gerard Gallant called them “game-
time decisions” — but the games that really matter aren’t for another 
week. 

Being completely ready for the first round is the biggest concern for the 
Rangers right now. That means being as healthy as they can possibly be, 
as soon as possible. 

Although in a perfect world, those three would all get some game action 
before the postseason, Gallant has no interest in rushing anyone back 
into the lineup to play a game that only matters for seeding purposes. 

“[Being] 100 percent is more important than a couple games,” Gallant 
said. 

Filip Chytil 

Copp is dealing with a lower-body injury suffered against the Islanders on 
Thursday, while Chytil’s ailment — which flared up the same night — isn’t 
known. Kakko last played on April 16 against the Red Wings, when he 
left the game after 5:06 time on ice with a lower-body injury. 

Kakko would seem to be the biggest concern for the Rangers, as he was 
out for over two months before his return was cut short by his current 
injury. He’s played just 41 games this season, and would be the player 
who would likely benefit most from getting back into a game before 
jumping into the intensity of playoff hockey. 

“I’m not looking ahead,” Gallant said. “I’m looking at [Tuesday] night. 
They all did a good job today, but I don’t know if they’re ready to play.” 

Kaapo Kakko 

If and when all three are back in the lineup, Gallant will have a bit of a 
decision on his hands. In Monday’s practice, Chytil and Kakko played on 
a line with Alexis Lafreniere and Barclay Goodrow, rotating spots. When 
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we last saw Chytil and Kakko in the lineup on April 13 against the Flyers, 
Lafreniere was the odd man out on that line. 

But that configuration is by no means set in stone, and Lafreniere has 
notched an assist in each of his last two games. (Copp’s name, by 
contrast, is presumably written in ink alongside Artemi Panarin and Ryan 
Strome). 

Elsewhere in the lineup, the other decision for Gallant will be on the third 
defensive pairing, where Justin Braun, Braden Schneider and Patrik 
Nemeth have all seen time. Nemeth and Schneider struggled together in 
Saturday’s 3-1 loss to the Bruins, giving up a goal and five scoring 
chances against in 9:55 at five-on-five, per Natural Stat Trick. 

Andrew Copp 

“It’s a battle, it’s close and that’s the way it should be,” Gallant said. 
“We’ll try to give everybody some games here. We’ll see, one game at a 
time. We’ll project our lineup and see where it goes.” 

As to anything regarding how that decision will be made, Gallant prefers 
to keep it close to the vest. 

He does, though, understand that dealing with a lineup decision is a 
happy conundrum unto itself. 

“Great problem to have. Going into the playoffs with hopefully a healthy 
team,” he said, knocking on the table in front of him. “It’s getting closer.” 
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Rangers have showdown Tuesday with Carolina, but Gerard Gallant 
emphasizes big picture 

 

By Denis P. Gorman 

April 25, 2022 2:22 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y — Eighteen-hundred and 13 days. 

That is the number of days between truly meaningful games the Rangers 
have been involved in. The 4-2 loss in Game 6 of the 2017 second-round 
series against the Senators for, all intents and purposes, was the 
beginning of the end of the John Tortorella and Alain Vigneault Era. 

So what does Tuesday’s Madison Square Garden match against 
Metropolitan Division-leading Carolina mean? 

“It’s a first-place game,” Gerard Gallant said after practice Monday at the 
MSG Training Facility.  “We’ll see where it goes. And again, I told you it 
doesn’t matter if we finish first. I want to win every game. I want to finish 
first. And the end of the day, at the end of [this week] where we finish, 
who we’re going to play, that’s the important thing. It doesn’t matter [who 
you’re] going to play [because] there are eight great teams in the 
conference.” 

So the fourth and final regular-season matchup against Carolina, which 
leads the Rangers by four points in the division race, is important. But the 
result is not so vital that it will determine the fate of their playoff journey. 

All of which is why Gallant is more focused on how his team finishes the 
regular season, instead of where they ultimately end up in the standings. 

“Got to finish,” Gallant said, in response to a question about what his 
message is to his team. “Keep playing well . . . That’s what we’ve done 
for the most part. You’re happy as a coach when you see a team play 
like that. There hasn’t been any big breakdowns or play two periods of 
garbage hockey. We’ve played pretty solid hockey the last number of 
games.” 

Which is undoubtedly a positive. So, too, are the returns of Kaapo Kakko, 
Andrew Copp and Filip Chytil, all of whom participated in the practice 
session. Copp skated on the second line with Artemi Panarin and Ryan 
Strome, while Kakko, Chytil and Alexis Lafreniere comprised a third line. 

All of which prompts a question: Does this mean the trio will rejoin their 
teammates in the lineup Tuesday? 

“Those three guys are a game-time decision and we’ll see where it goes,” 
Gallant said. 

What would be the determining factor in whether one, two, or all three 
play? 

“Health, obviously,” said Gallant, who emphasized the macro rather than 
the micro. “[Being] one hundred percent [healthy] is more important than 
a couple games.” 

Kreider nominated for Masterton Trophy 

The Professional Hockey Writers’ Association announced Monday 
morning that the Rangers chapter nominated Chris Kreider for the Bill 
Masterton Memorial Trophy, which is awarded to the player “who best 
exemplifies the qualities of perseverance, sportsmanship, and 
dedication.” Kreider, 30, has skated in all 79 games this season, scoring 
a career-high 51 goals, and ranks third on the team with 75 points. Along 
with the NHL’s other individual awards, the Masterton will be awarded on 
the off day between Games 3-4 of the Stanley Cup Final. 
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LeBrun: Which Canadian team has the best shot at winning the Stanley 
Cup? 

 

Pierre LeBrun12-15 minutes 25/04/2022 

 

Canada hasn’t had a Stanley Cup winner since the 1993 Montreal 
Canadiens. 

It boggles the mind. 

Cup Finalists? There’s certainly been a few since 1993. The 1994 
Vancouver Canucks, the 2004 Flames, the 2006 Edmonton Oilers, the 
2007 Ottawa Senators, the 2011 Canucks (for my money the best team 
on this list) and last year against all odds, the Habs. 

And so the national burden falls this spring on three teams: the Flames, 
Oilers and Toronto Maple Leafs (with all due respect to the Canucks and 
their slimmest of slim miracle chances left to qualify for the playoffs). 

All three clubs have potential Hart Trophy finalists leading the way. 

The Flames and Oilers are on a collision course for the second round if 
they get through Round 1. How much fun would a Battle of Alberta be? It 
would also guarantee one of them getting to the Western Conference 
finals if that comes to pass. 

Toronto’s 111 points in the standings top both Alberta clubs but the 
Maple Leafs’ path to glory is arguably the most difficult one. It likely starts 
with the back-to-back Cup champions from Tampa Bay, a team that 
suddenly has found its legs again right on cue, and if the Leafs can get 
past that test, then potentially a showdown with the league-leading 
Panthers. Although, lots can happen in the first round of the playoffs. We 
have all learned not to look too far ahead when it comes to the craziness 
of the playoffs in this sport. 

Whatever the case, so much for the Leafs will depend on goaltender 
Jack Campbell and of late he’s giving out positive signs. Still, the path for 
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a Leafs team searching its first playoff series win in 18 years is a tough 
one. 

I reached out to rival front-office executives from around the NHL, who 
were granted anonymity, and asked them a couple of simple questions: 

Which of Canada’s three playoff teams do they think has the best chance 
to end Canada’s 29-year Cup drought? 

What do they see as the strengths and concerns from all three teams? 

Here are their answers (obviously I didn’t reach out to anyone in the 
Edmonton, Toronto or Calgary front offices). Team execs No. 1-5 were 
reached via text message Sunday. Team exec No. 6 was reached via 
phone Sunday and team execs No. 7-8 were reached via text Monday. 

Team exec No. 1 

The best chance to end Canada’s Cup drought belongs to Calgary. 

Flames’ strengths: 

Best starting goalie of the three Canadian playoff teams. 

Defense has a nice blend of size, mobility, physicality and puck-moving 
ability. 

Two offensive lines that can score with regularity. 

A third line that is responsible defensively and can chip in with offense. A 
fourth line that is heavy and gritty. 

Very experienced coach that has won Cups previously. 

Flames’ worries: 

Markstom gets injured. 

If Jacob Markstrom stays healthy and performs to his capability, given 
the quality depth at forward and defense positions and the experienced 
head coach, you could make a case that Calgary could win the Cup. It 
won’t be easy but could be done. 

Maple Leafs strengths: 

Top-six forwards are offensively dangerous. 

Maple Leafs worries: 

Lack of depth up front. 

Insufficient depth at defense. 

Suspect goaltending. 

Coach with little playoff experience who has yet to win an NHL playoff 
series. 

While their top six can generate offense in the regular season, we know it 
gets far more difficult to score in the playoffs. Given the lack of quality 
depth up front, shallow depth on defense, questionable goaltending and 
an unproven coach, it is hard to envision them winning the Cup. 

Oilers strengths: 

Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl can be lethal. 

Evander Kane has added scoring support to take the heat off “The Big 
Two.” 

They possess the size in the top nine to deal with the physicality and 
grind of the playoffs. 

Oilers worries: 

Old and sporadic goaltending. 

Significant lack of depth on defense 

Lack of depth at forward positions 11-14. 

In the end, the inconsistent goaltending, lack of depth on defense and up 
front make it difficult to believe they can with the Cup. 

Team exec No. 2 

As far as teams built for playoff success I believe Calgary is the 
Canadian team that has the best chance to bring home (to Canada) the 
Cup. To start, they have the best goaltender of the Canadian teams 
(Markstrom). Up front they play a fast yet heavy, tough playoff-style 
game. They have excellent ability to score goals and have very good 
special teams. I really like how they have built this team — strong up the 
middle and have a very good group of defensemen, great mix of puck 
movers and big, strong hard-to-play against defenders. They also have 
an exceptional and experienced coach who has a great track record — 
Darryl Sutter is a winner. 

This is not to take anything away from both Edmonton and Toronto — 
both very good teams with great players but I just believe that Calgary is 
the team built the best for the playoffs and has the best chance, even 
though they have to get through Colorado, St. Louis and/or Minnesota … 
no easy path in East or West. 

Team exec No. 3 

Calgary, if I had to bet, because of conference and goaltending. I like 
Toronto but every round will be a war and I would worry about 
goaltending holding up. I take Calgary over Edmonton but I believe there 
is some element of luck along the way so you never know. 

Team exec No. 4 

Calgary is legit. Deep in all positions, secondary scoring, heavy, and 
good special teams. They check well. Goaltender has been excellent and 
consistent. They will be a tough out. 

Toronto has high-end skill, pace, don’t believe the depth is as good up 
front or back end, and the goaltending is the 64K question. They live in a 
serious fishbowl — got over 50 wins which is a damn good year. Their 
big boys must score for them to go on a run. 

Edmonton has been impressive as of late certainly. Playing a more 
complete game. Can Mike Smith keep it going? That would be my 
biggest question. They, too, lack depth up at both positions however their 
elite players can light it up. Whether they manage the tighter checking in 
playoff hockey will be interesting to watch. 

Team exec No. 5 

That’s a tough question for a variety of reasons. Calgary, I feel, has the 
most complete team. Great forward depth, solid depth on D and 
goaltending. But they have to get through Colorado (eventually). 

Edmonton has been playing really well lately. They have the two 
superstars but I’m not high on their D and can the goaltending hold up for 
four rounds? 

Toronto is dangerous offensively. Their D is decent but not great. 
Goaltending is a huge issue and they have to play Tampa in first round. 
The Maple Leafs would have to run a gauntlet to get out of East. 

I think Calgary is the best team of the three and likely have the easier 
path — They won’t have to play Colorado until conference finals. 

Team exec No. 6 

To me, it’s not even a thought. It’s Calgary hands down (the best) 
between the three. I actually got them as one of the favourites to do so 
(overall). Everybody’s got Colorado. You and I have been around a long 
time, our game and our sport is unlike any other. All you got to do is get 
in the dance and there’s a lot of factors that come into play. 

Goaltending, injuries, guys that normally don’t score do so like the John 
Druces of the world and Fernando Pisanis of the world. You need that 
type of support. On paper, Colorado and Calgary for me in the West. And 
in the East, I think Tampa Bay will get their mojo going and I’m going say 
Florida because of how good they are offensively. Of the three Canadian 
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teams, I’d rank them Calgary, Toronto, Edmonton. But Toronto is going 
to have a tough time. 

Because for me goaltending is a question. And the D depth, having 
(Mark) Giordano helps, but I think their depth has been their Achilles’ 
heel for years now, right? I hate to say it, but I don’t see Toronto getting 
past Tampa. I know stuff happens and you got to play the games, but I 
just think Tampa with its goaltending, they’ve been there, done it. Yeah 
they’re probably not as good or as deep as last year, missing Blake 
Coleman and Yanni Gourde, but they’re still freakin’ good. Brandon 
Hagel will help. 

But again, I just like what Calgary has done. Picking up Coleman last 
summer. What they did getting Calle Jarnkrok. They’ve got a hell of a 
coach. 

I do like Calgary a lot. They’re just solid. They’ve got good balance up 
front, solid D, and then their goaltender. Yeah, they’re a good team. 

Team exec No. 7 

Calgary has the best shot of those three. I’m not sure they’re better than 
Toronto, but they have a much easier path to the Final. Toronto is playing 
Tampa and then probably Florida while Calgary plays two rounds against 
teams that wouldn’t even make the playoffs in the East. 

I think Edmonton has a lot of holes, and when it goes wrong, it can go 
really wrong. They obviously have some offensive wizards, but the 
forwards aren’t committed defensively. The lack of back pressure puts 
the defensemen in a tough spot. The defensemen aren’t good enough to 
end plays without that support. So the team ends up in its own end, 
where the forwards struggle. And they don’t have the kind of goalie who 
can bail you out when it’s not going well. If teams are afraid of their top 
end and get conservative, that won’t go well, but I don’t know if the 
forwards will get the puck enough to outscore their problems against a 
team that stays aggressive. 

With Calgary, it’s the opposite. The two-way game from the forwards has 
done a lot to protect and cover for some defensemen who I’m not 
completely sold on. I don’t think they have more than one guy who would 
be in the top four for Tampa or Colorado, and I’d be afraid of getting 
exposed at some point. But they are very well-coached, and so far they 
have been able to make things easy for the defensemen. And they do 
have a goalie who can bail you out. They’ll be a tough out. 

Toronto is the scariest of the three, for me, but they have a ridiculous 
path to the Cup. Their goaltending is an obvious question mark, but I 
don’t think they need a goalie to steal games for them. People get wound 
up about what happened in past years, but I don’t see it as an issue. 
Teams change from one year to the next, and a new player, a new 
opponent, or even just a new set of circumstances can completely 
change the way things go. The problem they face has nothing to do with 
previous postseasons. It has everything to do with the teams they’ll be 
facing this year. 

Team exec No. 8 

Calgary has the best shot in my opinion. They play a heavier game, they 
have the best goalie of the three and play great team defense. Recipes 
for success in the playoffs. They can also score goals. Top six in goals 
for and goals against. They also have the grit for it. 

In summary 

Well, that wasn’t close, eh? 

A clean sweep. 

The Flames were easily the popular selection for Canada’s best shot at 
the Cup among these front-office executives. Markstrom’s goaltending is 
clearly a deciding factor there, as is the depth and balance up front, and 
Sutter’s coaching. And the path in front of them in the West. 

I will say I am surprised not even one single executive picked the Leafs 
although team exec No. 7 did say he actually liked their team the most on 

paper but had to pick Calgary because of the playoff path ahead of each 
team. 

Still, not a single vote for the Leafs surprises me. After all, they’ve got the 
most points in the standings of the three teams. That no one did is also a 
reflection of the respect the back-to-back Cup champs in Tampa still 
have around the league, as far as Toronto’s likely first-round opposition. 

But also deep down I think the rest of the league is at the point, or some 
are at least, where the Leafs don’t get the benefit of the doubt come 
playoff time until they prove otherwise. Getting knocked out by Columbus 
and Montreal over the past two years, especially, has heightened that 
lack of faith. But the Leafs, by any measure, have had a monster regular 
season. Personally I think the Tampa series, if that’s the matchup, is a 
total toss-up either way. 

The Oilers didn’t get much love although as far as first-round matchups 
go, probably getting the surprising Kings minus Drew Doughty in the first 
round sure beats what Toronto has to tackle. Which doesn’t mean L.A. 
will be a pushover whatsoever. But the path is there for a Battle of 
Alberta in the second round, which would be amazing. 

In the end, I agree with the execs. I would pick Calgary as Canada’s best 
bet. But I’m not nearly as down on the Leafs’ chances as some of those 
execs are, either. 
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It all comes down to the Golden Knights, Stars, and Predators, plus a 
scoring rant and more 

 

Sean McIndoe16-20 minutes 25/04/2022 

 

NHL scoring is up, as you’ve no doubt heard. We’re on pace to finish with 
the highest per-game scoring rate since 1995-96, and maybe even since 
1993-94. This season will end up even higher than the fabled post-
lockout 2005-06 season, the one that saw us all declare the end of the 
Dead Puck Era (only to almost immediately see scoring rates plummet 
again). Factor in having 32 teams, and there will be more goals this year 
than we’ve ever seen before. 

This is a good thing. 

You know I’m on board because I’ve been banging this drum for over a 
decade now. Offense is fun, offense is what sells, and the NHL’s 25-
year-long failure to address the problem with anything more than minor 
tweaks and hope was a catastrophic failure of leadership. So yes, a 
higher scoring rate is a good thing. The Panthers scoring four goals a 
game is a good thing. More multi-goal comebacks is a good thing. 
Having several 100-point and 50-goal players and a 90-point 
defenseman are all good things. I’m not just on the bandwagon, I’ve been 
driving it for years. Welcome aboard. 

The fascinating thing about this year’s increase is that nobody seems to 
be sure why it’s happening. I’ve seen multiple attempts to figure it out by 
smart people, including Travis Yost, Greg Wyshynski and our own 
Michael Russo. Nobody can quite nail it down, and it’s especially 
confusing because the league didn’t actually do anything to make this 
happen. Instead, we seem to be seeing several factors come together in 
just the right mix. We’ve got a generation of talented offensive players, 
combined with a step back from the league’s goalies, pushed along by 
COVID and a condensed schedule that’s meant more depth guys being 
forced into lineups. Maybe the slashing crackdown helped, or dialing 
down the netfront crosschecking. Maybe everyone has four lines that can 
contribute now. Maybe it’s all of these things. Nobody knows for sure, but 
we know that we like it. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 26, 2022 

 

Great. Now let’s keep going. 

For all the back-patting over this year’s numbers, you’d be forgiven for 
thinking they’d taken a giant leap forward. Look at those headlines on 
those pieces up above. It’s an “explosion”, an “offensive renaissance”, a 
“boom” that’s seen the game “reinvented”. But is it? We’re talking about 
an average of a bit more than a tenth of a goal per game for each team 
compared to the last full season. That adds up to about eight goals per 
team, maybe ten, or a little less than two per month. 

When you think of it that way, this doesn’t feel like that much of a seismic 
shift, especially compared to the 70s, 80s and early 90s, when scoring 
was still nearly a goal-per-game higher at its peak than it is right now. 
Compared to that era, we’re barely making baby steps. And yet it’s 
indisputably led to a more entertaining season. It’s been great. Have you 
heard anyone complaining about the extra offense this year, even those 
“I love a good 1-0 defensive battle” weirdos? I haven’t. If an extra goal 
every few weeks is this much fun, imagine what this league could be if 
we kept going. 

The part that worries me is that “if”. When we don’t know what’s causing 
the numbers to go up, that means we can’t be sure they’ll stay there. 
Maybe we really are on the cusp of a new era. Or maybe this is just a 
weird outlier, when a few hot shooters and cold goalies and the existence 
of the Red Wings nudged up the numbers just enough to trick us into 
thinking we’d seen something real. We’ve been fooled before, after all. 

So sure, celebrate the increase. Hope that it continues. But hope is not a 
plan, and hanging a “Mission Accomplished” banner yet again only to 
watch as 32 defense-first coaches grind away at the gains would be a 
disaster. Scoring is fun. Offense is fun. Watching guys hit milestones and 
reach big round numbers and chase records is super fun. But right now 
this all looks like a happy accident, so let’s treat it as the first step 
towards a new and long-overdue era, not a finish line. 

Rant over, let’s head to this week’s power rankings… 

Road to the Cup 

The five teams with the best chances of becoming the first franchise in 
three years to win a Stanley Cup that we have to admit probably counts, 
or wait actually maybe not. 

Yesterday marked the final game of Ryan Getzlaf’s career, and it’s been 
a ride. Here’s Eric Stephens on his legacy, as told by the people who 
knew him best. 

5. Minnesota Wild (51-21-7, +54 true goals differential*) – Last night’s win 
keeps them in the driver’s seat for home ice against the Blues, so we’ll 
swap them into the five-hole that St. Louis held last week. Wait, am I just 
furiously rotating as many teams as possible into this spot late in the 
season to provide cover for any surprise Cup runs? No further questions. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes (51-20-8, +70) – Last week’s update on Freddie 
Andersen was that we’d know more in a week, which would be today. It’s 
an even more urgent question after Antti Raanta left yesterday’s game. If 
either guy isn’t going to be healthy for the playoffs, I think you drop them 
down a spot or two, and if they’re both out then we have a crisis. Yes, 
maybe Pyotr Kochetkov goes all Cam Ward on us, but that’s a real roll of 
the dice. If you’re a Canes fan, it’s OK to be worried right now. There’s a 
chance this is all a false alarm. There’s also a chance they’re not in the 
final top five of the season next week. 

(Oh yeah, they’ve got the Rangers tomorrow in the game that might 
decide the Metro. That could matter a lot, especially if Alex Ovechkin is 
out for any length of time after leaving last night’s game, but we don’t 
know where Washington will finish yet.) 

3. Calgary Flames (49-20-10, +87) – If you missed it, Darryl Sutter on the 
death of Guy Lafleur was pretty great: 

“I held Lafleur to three goals”… yep, some nights that was about the best 
you could do. 

On the ice, the Flames have little to play for but probably put the final 
knife in the ribs of the Canucks’ playoff chances on Saturday, which had 
to be fun. 

2. Florida Panthers (57-16-6, +101) – I’ll be honest, I went into Sunday 
thinking I’d nudge the Panthers up to top spot on the strength of 13 
straight wins. Maybe I still should. But two things are stopping me. First, 
this tweet about the Panthers’ regulation record, which I’ll admit I hadn’t 
noticed and which could alter your perception based on the whole 
loser/bonus thing. But more importantly, they gave up eight to the 
Lightning last night, and I remain secretly terrified of those guys. 

Yes, it was night two of a back-to-back, and the Panthers are already 
locked into the top seed. Still, this is the rival that knocked you out last 
year walking into your building right before the playoffs. After what 
Tampa did to Toronto a few nights earlier, they’re officially scary again. 
And if that’s the case, the Panthers’ path out of the Atlantic is scarier too. 

1. Colorado Avalanche (55-18-6, +77) – Four straight losses, including 
one to the lowly Kraken, could be a sign of a team that’s going cold at the 
worst possible time. But let’s be honest, it’s far more likely a case of a 
team easing off the gas pedal because they know that being as healthy 
and rested as possible for the postseason matters more than the 
Presidents’ Trophy. No panic here, as long as they can show a pulse in 
the final week. 

*Goals differential without counting shootout decisions like the NHL does 
for some reason. 

Not ranked: Dallas Stars, Nashville Predators and Vegas Golden Knights 
– All eyes on Tuesday. 

We’re a week away from the start of the playoffs, but we get a preview 
tomorrow when the Knights are in Dallas to face the Stars in what will be 
the key game in the battle for the final Western playoff spots. Three 
teams, two spots, and one big head-to-head left. Let’s do this. 

We went into the weekend with Vegas trailing, four back of the Predators 
and two behind the Stars, which still left the Golden Knights in “win and 
you’re in” territory if they beat Dallas in regulation. The question was 
whether the teams could hold serve. The Stars took care of their end of 
the bargain on Saturday, although it was dicey for a bit, coming back 
from down 2-0 to beat the Kraken. The Predators failed to put anyone 
away, with a regulation loss to Tampa and a last-second OT loss to 
Minnesota keeping them in check-the-rearview territory. But the big news 
was in Vegas, where the Knights collapsed and blew a late 4-2 lead to 
lose 5-4 in a shootout. They got a point, but they needed two, and there’s 
really no way to look at the result but as a disaster. 

It’s been a fascinating stretch run for the Knights, a playoff sure thing all 
year long right up until they weren’t. They’ve been crushed by injuries 
and constrained by the cap, and a disastrous March road trip finally 
tipped them from favorites to fringe. This is a team built to win the 
Stanley Cup, but the standings say they don’t even deserve to get to try. 
The standings might be right. 

This week brought an incredibly bizarre set of circumstances around 
goaltending, which we tried and mostly failed to figure out on the 
Thursday podcast. Pete DeBoer threw Robin Lehner under the bus, then 
threw him into the starter’s net against the Capitals, only to yank him 
after a single goal. Afterward, DeBoer assured us that it was a coach’s 
decision and that Lehner was healthy. The next day, reports said he 
wasn’t, leading to 48 hours of cloak and dagger over whether Lehner 
would still be on the team by Sunday. He didn’t show up for practice 
yesterday, but did dress as the backup. We’ll see where it goes from 
here. (Here’s Elliotte Friedman on what he thinks has been going on.) 

It’s all the sort of thing that makes you wonder if DeBoer can keep his job 
even if the team squeezes into the final spot. If they don’t, well, the 
question might not be whether DeBoer gets fired but rather who gets to 
do it, because the changes might not just be behind the bench. 

As for Dallas, they’re two years removed from a trip to the Cup final and 
one year removed from missing the playoffs, and nobody seems to be 
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quite sure what to make of them. There’s a good chance that they end up 
as the only playoff team with a negative goals differential, and they’re 
going to finish with fewer regulation wins than the Islanders. You might 
not think they should be anywhere near the postseason, and the last 
week made them look like they’d agree with you. But if they win 
tomorrow, they’re pretty much in, especially with Arizona and Anaheim as 
their last two opponents. Nashville will be watching it all play out and 
dreading a three-point game, but they control their destiny and just need 
one more win to clinch (they hold the tie-breakers). 

Maybe none of this matters, because the prize here for one team is a 
first-round matchup with the Avalanche, and Darryl Sutter already spoiled 
the ending on that one for us. Then again, weird stuff can happen once 
you get to the postseason. You just have to make it, and two of these 
teams will. We might not find out for sure tomorrow, but the picture’s 
going to be an awful lot clearer. 

The bottom five 

The five teams that are headed towards the best lottery odds and a shot 
at Shane Wright. 

Important news for the teams below and any others that have featured 
prominently in this section over the course of the year: The NHL has 
announced that the draft lottery will be held on May 10. That’s two weeks 
from tomorrow, so prepare your superstitions and good luck charms 
accordingly. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers (25-43-11, -76) – No big surprise here, but Pierre 
says that Mike Yeo is unlikely to be back as head coach. At this point it 
would be a shock if it went any other way, which makes the Flyers a very 
interesting job to watch. Remember, this is supposed to be “an 
aggressive retool”, not a rebuild, even if that feels like a delusion. 

4. New Jersey Devils (27-44-8, -51) – Hey, we can all agree that this is 
weird, right? 

Ever feel like the pandemic has been one long, continuous period where 
time has just sort of stood still? 

The bottom of the NHL standings would agree with you. Here is when the 
2019-20 season stopped … and right now. 

Granted, one of those bad teams made a detour to the Stanley Cup final 
last year, so it’s not like nothing’s changed. But except for the Kings, not 
much has changed for the better, and with everyone eying Connor 
Bedard next year, there’s not a ton of incentive to get better quickly. 

3. Seattle Kraken (26-46-6, -64) – A reminder that the Kraken and Jets 
will play a makeup game on Sunday, two days after everyone else in the 
league is done. It could determine Seattle’s lottery odds, but otherwise, it 
will be a meaningless game that both teams will probably sleep-walk 
through and nobody will watch. I don’t know, maybe they just wanted to 
play on a Sunday afternoon to make the new owner happy. 

2. Arizona Coyotes (22-50-7, -107) – The Habs have caught them for 
dead last, and if they end up tied then it’s Montreal who’ll get the top 
lottery odds. I don’t think the Coyotes came this far down the tanking 
road just to fail at the end, but it’s no longer in their hands. 

On the good side, we all love a rookie’s first goal, especially when the 
family is there to react: 

1. Montreal Canadiens (20-49-11, -108) – The big news this week was 
the loss of the legendary Guy Lafleur, one of the few players who had 
both the skills and the swagger of a true iconic superstar. Words can’t do 
him justice, although last night’s ceremony came close… 

On the ice, Carey Price hasn’t looked great, but the key thing is that he’s 
back. With nine straight losses, all in regulation, the Habs look like 
they’ve tapped out on the season. Will that hurt the odds of Martin St. 
Louis keeping the coaching job? Pierre doesn’t think so. 

Not ranked: Columbus Blue Jackets — Heading into the season, a lot of 
us figured the Blue Jackets would be one of the league’s worst teams, 

and maybe in the running to be the very worst. They had a new coach, 
had just traded Seth Jones, and seemed to be staring down a rebuild. I 
ranked them as a bottom-dweller in my season preview, and even had 
them in the bottom five back in week one despite a 2-0-0 start. There 
was a plan in Columbus, and that plan seemed to involve being bad. 

The plan didn’t work out, and that’s a good thing. Or is it? I’m not quite 
sure what to make of the Blue Jackets as they head down the stretch. 

They didn’t finish last or come especially close. The big disaster in the 
Metro was the Flyers, and the Devils are right there with them, and teams 
like the Coyotes, Habs and Kraken finished miles behind Columbus. The 
Blue Jackets have a shot at finishing fake .500, and will end up clear of 
the bottom ten. 

That’s good, mostly. It’s a reflection of solid work by Brad Larsen, who 
looks like he was the right choice to clean up after John Tortorella. Patrik 
Laine looked like a star again, at least at times, and while Zach Werenski 
will probably never live up to his “please stay we’re begging you” 
contract, he looks like he could come close enough that it won’t be a 
disaster. Every now and then, they can beat a team like the Oilers, like 
they did yesterday. There were definitely some positives here. 

If you’re in the camp that says that you are what your record says you 
are, then that’s all you need. But dig a little deeper, and you start to 
wonder. The underlying numbers are pretty awful in Columbus, putting 
them in the mix with teams like Montreal and Buffalo for the crown of 
worst team that isn’t the Coyotes. The goaltending wasn’t great when it 
was Elvis Merzlikins and downright awful when it was Joonas Korpisalo. 
They compensated for that by shooting 10.4% as a team, and maybe 
that’s sustainable, but this sure doesn’t seem like an elite shooting team. 

What does it all add up to? Aaron goes into some detail here, but I think 
there’s two ways you could go with this team. The first is that this is a 
rebuild, or at least a reload, and their record shows that they’re on the 
right track because they’re already overachieving expectations. That’s 
the positive view, and it’s a tempting one because wins are wins and 
that’s what we’re told teams are supposed to be aiming for. The counter 
to that is that maybe this team really is bad, even very bad, and they 
lucked their way into a better record than they deserved, which doesn’t 
earn you anything aside from lousy lottery odds and some dangerous 
false confidence heading into the offseason. 

The cynic in me leans towards door number two, but I’m not sure. Blue 
Jackets fans, where are you at with how the season has turned out? 
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Behind Logan Cooley, the 2022 NHL Draft’s — and Pittsburgh’s — 
humble star in the making 

 

Scott Wheeler14-18 minutes 25/04/2022 

 

LANDSHUT, Germany — There’s a YMCA in Bethel Park, Penn., just 
south of Pittsburgh, and at 6:30 a.m., three or four days a week, all 
summer long, its ice belongs to the Cooley brothers and a group of their 
local pals. 

There’s Eric, the oldest — a five-year college player at Niagara University 
and then Ohio State who attended NHL development camps with the 
Sabres and Maple Leafs. There’s Riley, the middle child, who briefly 
played junior hockey before following his mom into her work in the stock 
market. And there’s Logan, the baby and prodigal son of Pittsburgh’s 
biggest hockey family.  

Somewhere on the ice, among a smattering of Division I college hockey 
players, there’s also John Mooney, the boys’ uncle on their mom’s side. 
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Mooney’s brother, Tom, is also a former captain at the University of Notre 
Dame. John was a hockey player in his own right and played in the 
NCAA, ECHL and CHL before taking up coaching and, now, running 
these skates. He also has three hockey-playing kids of his own, cousins 
to the Cooleys. There’s Kaley and Ireland, who both played college 
hockey at Miami University (Kaley now coaches the area’s top U14 and 
U16 girls teams), and there’s LJ, who is next in line as one of the area’s 
rising stars after Logan. LJ is one of the top-ranked 2007-born players in 
the country and has real aspirations to make the NTDP like Logan did. 
Logan refers to him as a “heck of a player.” In recent summers, LJ has 
joined their early morning skates. 

One of John’s buddies runs the ice, so the boys have free rein. John will 
lead them through skill and skating work for an hour and a half before 
heading off to work, but the boys will linger for another hour of 
scrimmaging and fooling around after he’s gone. When they’re done at 
the YMCA, they all load into each other’s cars and drive 20 minutes east 
to a small gym called Blaze Sports Performance. When their workouts 
are finished, they’ll all get back into their cars for the short drive home to 
a quiet dead-end street they call “the compound.” 

They call it the compound because the Cooleys live on one side of the 
street and directly across their yard live the Mooneys. Back in the day, 
John would build an outdoor rink in his yard and they’d all get together to 
play. 

After the rink and the gym, the cousins all usually grab a bite to eat 
together before returning home to play street hockey or roller hockey, or 
shoot pucks. When they’re done with that, one of the older kids will often 
drive LJ to one of his summer hockey games while the others head out 
for a round of golf. 

By the time John returns from work, they’re back out there, sticks in their 
hands. Then, they all eat dinner together and get back at it. 

“Our whole life we’ve been together there (on the same street),” John 
said, “and 24/7 it’s just hockey. That’s all we do. And they’re very close. 
Very close. It’s so awesome when (all the kids) come home after the 
season and everyone gets together. It’s the best for (LJ) because they’re 
older and just seeing what they’ve been through and the careers they’ve 
had so far, that’s half the reason I do it is because of how great it is for 
my kid to compete against those kids. It couldn’t be better.” 

On Day 2 of the U18 World Championship in Germany, a couple of hours 
before Team USA’s second game of the tournament against Team 
Czechia, Logan is leaning against the wall outside the USA room, his 
teammates at the national program kicking a soccer ball around in the 
distance behind him. 

When he’s asked about the compound, he lights up with a smile. 

“It’s so much fun,” he says. “We’ll just be out there for hours. We just 
watch hockey all day long and if we’re not watching it we’re playing it. We 
all just grew up around the game and have such a passion for it.” 

That passion has carried him to the very top of the 2022 NHL Draft class. 
In a couple of months, he’ll be one of the very first players selected in 
Montreal. 

There will be a crowd from Pittsburgh. 

(Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

The first time Logan showed up at Blaze Sports Performance, Nate 
Blazevich, the gym’s owner and director of strength and conditioning, 
only knew he was Riley’s little brother. 

“Hey, would it be OK if my 14-year-old brother comes and works out with 
me?” Riley had asked Blazevich. 

“Sure, that’s fine,” Blazevich answered, not thinking much of it. 

After one visit turned into repeat workouts, Blazevich’s early impressions 
were just that Logan was “your typical 14-year-old kid.” 

It wasn’t until much later he learned that that 14-year-old kid was one of 
the top young hockey players in the country and already verbally 
committed to the University of Notre Dame (Logan has since switched his 
commitment from Notre Dame to the University of Minnesota). 

Today, years later, when Blazevich talks about the Cooleys, and about 
Logan, that’s the first memory that comes to his mind. Nobody told him. 
Nobody made a fuss about it. He had to find out on his own. 

He’ll never get over that. 

“I think the coolest thing about him is that he’s humble about it. He 
doesn’t brag or boast. And his whole family is like that,” Blazevich said. 
“They carry themselves very well and they work hard and push the other 
kids in the gym to be better in the facility as well, too. They make sure 
everyone else gets better, they bring the energy, and they’re just good 
people to be around.” 

(Courtesy Nate Blazevich) 

Blazevich isn’t alone in that takeaway, either. 

As Logan has climbed the ranks, progressing from local star to national 
team-leading scorer (his 1.44 points per game led USA Hockey’s under-
18 team this season) and NHL Central Scouting’s No. 2-ranked North 
American skater for the 2022 NHL Draft, he has left the same impression 
everywhere he’s gone. 

When under-18 team assistant coach Nick Fohr is asked about Cooley, 
the first thing he brings up is the same thing Blazevich speaks of. 

“Logan is a super humble kid,” Fohr says. “He’s very quiet. He has 
started to come out of his skin a little bit. He’s a great kid. He’s pretty 
intellectual. And it took him some time for him to believe that he’s as 
good as everybody thinks he is. And that just plays to that humbleness 
that he has. That really bleeds into everything that he does.” 

He’s just as good an athlete and hockey player as he is a kid, too. Logan 
will never tell you as much. 

He describes himself as a smart, two-way centre who wants to play both 
sides of the puck before telling you he has a lot of work to do to continue 
to round out his defensive game and get stronger in the gym if he’s going 
to have the same success he’s had against older college players — and 
eventually, NHL players. After a morning meeting at USA Hockey Arena 
in Plymouth in late November, he mused about how he needs to improve 
his one-timer. 

“Once you get up a level, it gets more difficult to get to the inside so I’m 
going to need to be able to create outside chances,” he said. 

But everyone else will say what he won’t: he’s special. 

John says the beauty of Logan’s game is that his best tools are the ones 
he can’t teach him anything about in their skills sessions at the YMCA: 
his hockey IQ and his compete level. 

“(Hockey IQ and competitiveness) are things you either have or you don’t 
and I think those are his two best traits. The No. 1 thing in hockey — 
because of how many kids are so similar — is your compete level, and 
Logan, Eric and Riley all have that in spades. What makes the morning 
skates so good is that they’ll kill each other if they have to,” John said, 
laughing. “We only take about 8-10 kids and that’s what makes it so good 
is that when those 8-10 kids are out there, they’re so, so competitive. 
They’ll kill each other on the ice and then we’ll go and have breakfast.” 

Between ages 14 and 17 (Logan will turn 18 on May 4, three days after 
the U18 worlds conclude), Logan wowed Blazevich with how quickly he 
made progress in the gym. 

“He was kind of a skinny, lanky 14-year-old kid. He had good athleticism 
and he was kind of coming into himself but throughout the years, his 
strength has increased big time,” Blazevich said. “He can split squat 225 
pounds and I’ve seen him deadlift about 500 pounds and I think he 
weighs like 170 or 175 pounds (Logan says he weighs closer to 180 
pounds these days but his listed weight is 174). So he’s definitely strong. 
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And he’s really quick. When we do dryland stuff on the turf, he gets in 
and out of his breaks quicker than anyone. He has come into himself 
really well from that little, tiny 14-year-old to where he’s at now. Eric’s six 
years older than Logan but strength-wise, they’re pretty similar.” 

At the national program, he made equally fast progress on the ice. 
Though Logan wasn’t the biggest name in his age group coming in, by 
the time his under-17 season was done, he was the player who’d played 
the most often above his birth year with the under-18 team, posting 32 
points in 28 games with the U17s and 14 points in 19 games with the 
U18s. He even played a prominent role at the 2021 U18 World 
Championship as an underager (making this year’s tournament his 
second). 

“I had pretty high expectations for him coming in and he has far 
exceeded those,” Fohr said. “For me, the biggest thing he does is he 
makes everyone on the ice with him better. And that’s hard to do as a 
player. To be a player where when you step on the rink, everyone else 
that’s on your line with you, you make them better, that’s a huge 
compliment. Not a lot of players do that. That’s quite an attribute and 
that’s the biggest thing I’ve seen through the two years with him.” 

This year, the progress continued, making him the only player from this 
year’s under-18 team to make Team USA for the world juniors, where he 
slotted in as the team’s second-line centre and picked up an assist in the 
first game of the under-20 tournament before it was shut down due to the 
pandemic. 

By the time he was in Edmonton for the short-lived tournament, staff with 
the world junior team said including Cooley as a rare draft-eligible was a 
no-brainer. Nate Leaman, the team’s head coach, referred to him as 
dynamic and said he got better with every skate in their summer 
showcase. John Vanbiesbrouck, the team’s general manager, said that 
despite his age, they expected big things out of him in the tournament. 

“He’s a great playmaker and I have a saying that you have to be 
consistent before you’re creative and Logan has created some 
predictability to his game that we’re ready to unleash to the world,” 
Vanbiesbrouck said. 

To those who really know Logan, none of that progress — nor the high 
praise for the person or the player — comes as any surprise. 

“It’s unbelievable. It’s unreal. I just see him getting better. He just keeps 
getting better and it’s all through hard work,” John said. “He deserves 
everything he’s got. I’m always travelling with my son around and 
whenever we can go back and watch his games, we do. I love watching 
him play and he’s a role model for my son and I couldn’t ask for a better 
role model.” 

(Rena Laverty / U.S. NTDP) 

According to Elite Prospects, only 15 players born in Pittsburgh have 
ever made it as far as the NHL. 

Among them, only two (R.J. Umberger and Swedish-American Henrik 
Samuelsson, the son of former Penguin Ulf) were drafted in the first 
round. Brandon Saad is the city’s all-time leading scorer (over 400 NHL 
points and counting) and will soon pass Umberger’s 779 games played 
mark. 

Logan might surpass them all. 

On draft day, he’ll certainly become the highest-picked player ever born 
and developed in Pittsburgh. But he’s just the beginning of a talked-about 
wave of kids playing for the Pittsburgh Penguins Elite Hockey program in 
the area’s post-Sidney Crosby minor hockey explosion. 

When he’s asked about the history he might make this summer, he 
doesn’t pretend he hasn’t thought about it. 

“The draft is in the back of (my) mind always. I can’t lie,” he said. 

And when he talks about where he comes from, he beams with pride. 
There is one hitch though, and he laughs when he confesses it. 

“I was actually a big Capitals fan. I was a big fan of (Alex Ovechkin),” he 
said. “Now I’ve got into Edmonton because I like watching (Connor) 
McDavid and (Leon) Draisaitl.” 

Still, despite his NHL allegiances, there will be an entire hockey 
community in Pittsburgh cheering him on when he gets drafted — and 
beyond. 

John says Logan’s career and the exposure for Pittsburgh’s burgeoning 
minor hockey scene that it — and he — will provide, will be “huge for the 
area.” 

“Logan and the family are just good people, he’s approachable, and he’s 
just a good, quiet kid. So it’ll mean the world if he comes out of it and 
everybody will be talking about it up at the rink where he played, the 
UPMC (Lemieux Sports Complex), all those years,” John said. “There’s 
so many Pittsburgh kids coming out of there and hopefully he can lead 
the way for the next generation.” 

Blazevich knows he’ll be following along every step of the way. 

“His success is definitely warranted and it’s great to see him having it, 
especially as a local kid,” Blazevich said. “He’s very serious. He has an 
excellent work ethic. He works really hard, he doesn’t complain, he’s 
always looking for more, and he brings a good attitude and energy. Like 
he’s never in a bad mood or going through the motions. He’s always 
looking to get better and he makes (coming to the gym) enjoyable. He’s a 
thrill to work with.” 

This week, his mom, Cathy, and dad, Eric (who works for a dump truck 
company), have followed him to Germany to watch him on the world 
stage as the NTDP chapter of his career comes to a close. An even 
bigger group from the compound, including his grandmother, will follow 
him into the next chapter in Montreal. 

“It’s a pretty cool experience for me and my family,” he says back in that 
hallway at Landshut’s Fanatec Arena. 

When he’s asked about his first game of the tournament — a two-point 
night that included a goal and an assist alongside five shots in a decisive 
8-3 win over Canada, which he then followed up with another one-goal, 
one-assist game in USA’s 6-2 win over Czechia later that day — that 
humble nature everyone talks about comes to the forefront. 

He was disappointed in it. 

“That’s the way we wanted to set the tone for the tournament but I 
thought I was OK. I didn’t love my game too, too much,” he says. 
“Hopefully I can turn things around and play my game a little more.” 

When he’s asked what it would mean to become the next NHL player 
from Pittsburgh, his tone changes. 

“It means everything,” Logan says. “I had a chance to skate a few times 
with (local NHLers) J.T. Miller and Vincent Trochek last summer. And just 
being able to talk to those guys and see their journey, it’s pretty cool. I 
want to do it too.” 

With reporting in Plymouth, Mich., and Edmonton. 
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The 2021-22 NHL season included a great deal of highlights, from the 
dominance of the Colorado Avalanche and Florida Panthers, to the goal-
scoring prowess of Auston Matthews and Chris Kreider, to spectacular 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, Frederik Andersen and Jacob 
Markstrom. 

But there can be only one team that gets to raise the Stanley Cup. For 
the rest, this offseason will be a critical time to restock for another playoff 
run, make that big free-agent signing to get over the hump, or continue 
the slow build back to contention. With 14 teams officially eliminated from 
the playoffs, it's time to identify their biggest needs as well as some 
solutions that can be explored. 

Read on for a look at what went wrong for each eliminated team, along 
with a breakdown of its biggest keys this offseason and realistic 
expectations for 2022-23. Note that more teams will be added to this 
story as they are officially eliminated from the playoffs. 

Go through every team's profile, or skip ahead to your favorite team 
using the links below: 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written by Kristen 
Shilton, while Greg Wyshynski analyzed the Metro and Pacific teams. 
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Projected cap space per Spotrac. 

Jump to a team: 

ANA | ARI | BUF | CHI 

CBJ | DET | MTL | NJ 

NYI | OTT | PHI | SJ 

SEA | WPG 

Non-playoff teams 

Anaheim Ducks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $34,792,500 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (BOS), 2nd, 2nd (PIT), 4th, 5th, 5th (TOR), 6th 
(NSH) 

What went wrong? 

There's a concept in sports called "the rookie wall," in which young 
players will have extraordinary success for a portion of the season but 
are unable to sustain it. The Ducks had their share of young players in 
2021-22, many of them making an impact to turn Anaheim into a 
surprising contender. But things changed in early March. The Ducks went 
winless in 11 straight games, and won only four times in a 23-game 
stretch. 

Before that, Anaheim seemed ahead of schedule in its return to 
relevance. Forward Troy Terry had a career offensive season. Center 
Trevor Zegras electrified the NHL with his over-the-net passing and 
lacrosse-style goals. Defenseman Jamie Drysdale, at age 19 for most of 
the season, played nearly 20 minutes a night. The Ducks hung tough in 
the Pacific until that skid. 

New GM Pat Verbeek -- hired on Feb. 2 to replace Bob Murray, who 
entered a treatment program for alcohol abuse amid allegations of 
professional misconduct -- moved veterans Hampus Lindholm, Josh 
Manson and Rickard Rakell at the trade deadline. That signaled the 
Ducks were punting on the season as well as beginning a generational 
shift for the franchise, one that was underscored by the retirement 
announcement from center Ryan Getzlaf. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Ducks have some housekeeping to handle, with free agents in 
forwards Sonny Milano (RFA), Sam Steel (RFA), Isac Lundestrom (RFA), 
Zach Aston-Reese (UFA) and defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (RFA). 

Beyond that, it's full speed toward a bright future. Coach Dallas Eakins 
had his contract option picked up for the 2022-23 season. One question 
for Verbeek is whether to bring more of the team's prospects -- forwards 
Jacob Perreault and Mason McTavish, defenseman Drew Helleson -- into 
prominent roles or add veterans as stopgaps? Another question for 
Verbeek: How much of a roster that he didn't build does he see as part of 
the Ducks' future? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It's hard to shake the image of the high-flying Ducks from earlier this 
season, infused with the energy of their young stars and playing an 
exciting brand of hockey. That offense dipped as the season went on and 
their defense -- which wasn't all that strong to begin with -- spiraled 
during the long winless streak. Both are indicative of an inexperienced 
team, and with a season under their belts, the young Ducks may be 
ready to soar into the playoff picture in the Pacific next season. But 
there's no rush. They're on the right flight path. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $38,069,000 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CAR), 1st (COL), 2nd, 2nd (PHI), 2nd (SJ), 2nd 
(NYI), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Arizona has had talent problems. The NHL's lowest-scoring team 
struggled to generate offense and to capitalize on chances when it did. In 
well over one-third of their games this season, the Coyotes were either 
shut out or scored a single goal. It wasn't a model for success. 

Arizona also missed out on getting a big year from its best player, Jakob 
Chychrun. After he scored 18 goals and 41 points last season, Chychrun 
had only 21 points in 47 games in an injury-plagued campaign. That 
certainly impacted the Coyotes negatively on both ends of the ice, given 
their constant difficulties keeping pucks out of the net as well. 

In the final few weeks and months, though, a tidal wave of injury 
problems simply capsized the Coyotes. Clayton Keller, Christian Fischer, 
Lawson Crouse, Chychrun and others missed time with various ailments. 
It would be nearly impossible for any team to lose that many crucial 
bodies and carry on with any level of success. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Coyotes are being evicted from their current lodging at Gila River 
Arena and will begin playing in a much cozier venue at Arizona State 
University. That will be quite the transition for Arizona as it is; at the same 
time, GM Bill Armstrong has to entice more players into the fold. The 
Coyotes need scoring, dynamic two-way skaters and guys who will sign 
multiyear deals. Those boxes won't be easy to check. 

At the same time, Armstrong must decide on Chychrun's future. He took 
many calls on the defenseman prior to the March trade deadline but 
decided to stand pat. Will that hold into the summer as well? Chychrun 
had a down year, but he's still viewed as a valuable commodity. Is now 
the time for Armstrong to swap out his elite defender for some firepower? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Getting everyone back and healthy will be critical, of course. And 
deciding whom to lean on in the net (Karel Vejmelka? Harri Sateri? 
Someone else?) is another key. If the Coyotes pick right, and Armstrong 
can fill in the other gaps through trades and free agency, it's reasonable 
to think Arizona will be better than this season. How much better? Not 
playoff bound. But not a bottom-feeder. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $42,114,166 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (FLA), 1st (VGK), 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th (NJ), 6th, 
6th (CGY), 7th 
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What went wrong? 

In a word: goaltending. Buffalo actually started the season fine, winning 
five of its first seven games. Then starting goaltender Craig Anderson got 
hurt Nov. 2 and wouldn't return until Jan. 29. The Sabres went 8-19-6 
without him and averaged the third-most goals against (3.76) while 
cycling through five other options in the crease. The lack of consistency 
at such an important position undoubtedly hurt the Sabres' prospects. 
Same goes with defense. Rasmus Dahlin came into his own this season 
but it was a process. The early-season growing pains for that entire blue 
line in finding a rhythm took its toll as well. 

There also was the Jack Eichel trade in November, which removed a top 
talent from Buffalo's ranks but brought Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs in 
return. Eichel, of course, would not play until February following surgery 
on a herniated disc, but losing contributions like his from your lineup -- at 
any point -- is going to be an adjustment. 

Keys to the offseason 

Again: goaltending. Who is Buffalo going to tap for next season? In a 
perfect world, the Sabres could re-sign Anderson and have him be half of 
a one-two tandem with Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. That would give Buffalo 
a known veteran commodity in Anderson to mentor the up-and-coming 
Luukkonen, who was the team's second-round pick in 2017 and -- the 
Sabres hope -- is Buffalo's goaltender of the future. If that scenario 
doesn't appeal to them, then GM Kevyn Adams will have to work the 
trade market and/or free agency to find a reliable goaltending duo so 
Buffalo doesn't run into the same troubles it experienced this season. 

The Sabres' other priorities will revolve around their burgeoning core. 
Owen Power has arrived. Ryan Johnson is on the horizon. Dahlin is a 
rising star. Adams should be on the lookout for potential veteran 
additions for the blue line to maximize that group's potential. Up front, 
Tage Thompson, Dylan Cozens, Tuch, Krebs & Co. project to build on a 
solid final third of this campaign. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Playoffs? Playoffs! There is no reason -- if Buffalo can get its goaltending 
settled -- that this team won't push for its first postseason appearance 
since 2010-11. The Sabres have played some great hockey since March. 
Coach Don Granato can see the chemistry emerging and will keep 
nurturing it. Buffalo should relish coming into next season with more than 
a hint of swagger. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,741,667 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 2nd (MIN), 3rd (VGK), 3rd (EDM), 3rd (TOR), 6th, 
6th (CBJ), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Well, let's begin with Jeremy Colliton. Chicago went 1-9-2 to start the 
season before Colliton was relieved of his duties as coach. Derek King 
stepped in as the interim coach, and there was a requisite bump of better 
play that wouldn't last. Chicago could never find consistency offensively 
or defensively. 

Outside of Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel (prior to his 
being traded), the Blackhawks were continuously looking for more 
players to contribute. Some would, in spurts, but never for long enough to 
give Chicago the momentum it needed. Defensively there was little 
cohesion at times, whether due to an apparent adjustment period for 
Seth Jones early on or just a lack of chemistry among teammates. 

Then there was the simple matter of unexpectedly difficult seasons for 
some players, such as Dominik Kubalik and Kirby Dach. And once Marc-
Andre Fleury was traded at the deadline, the goaltending suffered (the 
Blackhawks were in the bottom five in goals against following Fleury's 
departure) and it was a slow slide to the regular-season finish line. 

Keys to the offseason 

Chicago is rebuilding. That's rarely a simple process. 

GM Kyle Davidson will have to assess the organization top to bottom and 
figure out who's staying and who's going. That starts with King behind the 
bench. Will he remain or will Davidson start a broader search for his 
replacement? 

There has been talk about whether it's time for the Blackhawks to move 
on from Kane and Jonathan Toews and hand the keys to the next 
generation. Moving Hagel was already a sign Davidson won't be shy 
about making changes. Is this a tear-down operation? Or are there 
veteran pillars in place that can support Chicago's new wave of talent? 
Those are heavy questions, and the Blackhawks' path ahead hinges on 
how they're answered. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Keep them low. It will be some time before Chicago is back to its former 
glory. The team's primary goal for next season should include becoming 
tougher to play against. Too often this season the Blackhawks were an 
easy out. Rebuilding can be a grind mentally on players, but whoever 
comprises this roster in the coming years will have to persevere. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,203,272 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CHI), 2nd, 3rd (TB), 4th, 4th (TOR), 7th (ANA) 

What went wrong? 

It was a transitional season for the Blue Jackets. In the past year, they 
traded disgruntled No. 1 center Pierre Luc-Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets 
for Patrik Laine; traded defenseman David Savard to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning; traded star defenseman Seth Jones to the Chicago 
Blackhawks before he could walk away as a free agent; and replaced 
head coach John Tortorella with assistant Brad Larsen, who vowed to 
give some players a chance to shine in bigger roles in 2021-22. 

Shine, some of them did. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov saw an 
increase in ice time and a jump in points. Cole Sillinger, 18, had a 
promising rookie season. Best of all, Laine became Laine again with a 
point-per-game season that earned him increased ice time. 

But a lineup in transition meant it was a rough ride at times. The Blue 
Jackets went through a 2-10-1 stretch from December to January that 
torpedoed their record. Important players such as Laine, Boone Jenner, 
Alexandre Texier, Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist missed chunks of 
time. Most of all, the Blue Jackets were one of the worst defensive teams 
in the NHL, near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 expected goals 
against. 

That defense was in front of goaltending that saw Elvis Merzlikins' save 
percentage decline for the third straight season and Joonas Korpisalo 
become one of the league's most mediocre goaltenders -- although 
obviously this critique of the position comes with the caveat that the Blue 
Jackets were missing the late Matiss Kivlenieks in every sense of the 
word. 

Keys to the offseason 

Priority No. 1 is Laine. He's a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 
who made $7.5 million against the cap on a one-year deal. This season 
should be enough proof of concept to earn him a long-term contract as 
one of the Jackets' franchise pillars, although that hasn't materialized yet. 

In terms of roster construction, the Blue Jackets could use a couple of 
veterans to help out on the defensive end, potentially through free 
agency, and preferably ones who could bring the lineup the size and 
physicality that was lacking this season. Merzlikins begins a new five-
year contract in 2022-23; assuming Korpisalo is gone, will Columbus pair 
Merzlikins with promising Daniil Tarasov or bring in another veteran? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 
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The Blue Jackets scored more (13th in the NHL in goals per game) than 
their underlying numbers would have indicated (23rd in expected goals 
per 60 minutes). That said, their offensive is going to be OK. The bigger 
problem is on the other side of the ice. If Larsen can find solutions 
tactically or GM Jarmo Kekäläinen can find some externally, the Jackets 
could be back in wild-card contention -- provided they're healthy. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $35,376,944 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (WSH), 3rd, 4th, 4th (VGK), 4th (COL), 
5th, 7th, 7th (LA) 

What went wrong? 

Inconsistency is a hallmark of rebuilding teams. The Red Wings were no 
exception. Their first 25 games (with a 13-9-3 record) this season wound 
up being a microcosm of what would unfurl the rest of the way, with 
strings of great performances punctuated by too-long runs of cringe-
worthy losses. After that initial burst over .500, the Red Wings won only 
17 of their next 52 games. 

Detroit's team defense was the major problem, and made the Red Wings 
among the league's worst clubs in high-danger chances allowed. Outside 
of rookie phenom Moritz Seider, Detroit didn't have many standouts on 
the back end. The poor habits being exhibited just seemed to permeate 
everywhere else over time and hampered any progress Detroit was able 
to make. 

The Red Wings also were lacking in secondary contributors. Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Lucas Raymond were electric at times, but 
Filip Zadina, Givani Smith and Adam Erne failed to take flight. It became 
a matter of too many passengers and not enough helpers. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, Detroit's defense must be addressed. Filip Hronek 
and Jordan Oesterle are the only veterans signed for next season. To 
improve their execution defensively, the Red Wings will need the right 
personnel leading the way. 

After that are bigger-picture issues. Is GM Steve Yzerman still committed 
to this extended rebuild? Does he believe in Jeff Blashill as head coach? 
Those questions need answering -- and not with words but actions. 
Larkin and Bertuzzi, in their mid-20s, are signed for one and two more 
seasons, respectively; are they willing to play more of their prime years 
for a non-contending team? Blashill has been at Detroit's helm since 
2015-16, which is also the last time these Red Wings made the playoffs. 
If Yzerman wants to turn the corner, can it be done with the same voice 
behind his bench? 

There are some great contributors in place on the ice -- Seider, Raymond 
and Alex Nedeljkovic among them -- so the key will be figuring out how 
best to support that young core going forward. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Until Yzerman starts working his magic in the offseason, it's tough to 
proclaim that the Red Wings will be markedly better next year. There are 
some impressive prospects in Detroit's pipeline, including Simon 
Edvinsson and Jonatan Berggren, who could find their way into the big 
club's roster conversation. If the Red Wings intend to ride with their 
young core again and see how far it can take them, there could be 
another spring with no playoffs on their horizon. 

But if the payoff for that is crafting an identity and foundation for the team 
that will sustain it for years to come, well, maybe that's worth pursuing. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,359,524 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CGY), 2nd, 2nd (EDM), 3rd, 3rd (ANA), 3rd 
(CAR), 4th, 4th (TB), 4th (NYR), 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th (STL) 

What went wrong? 

It took Montreal 50 games to hit 10 wins. What didn't go wrong for this 
team? 

Within months of having played Tampa in the Stanley Cup Final, 
Montreal had fired GM Marc Bergevin (on Nov. 29) and coach Dominique 
Ducharme (on Feb. 9). It wasn't any one glaring issue that made the 
Canadiens so hapless, either. Carey Price being unavailable because of 
injury and a stint in the NHL's player assistance program was not ideal, 
but hardly insurmountable. Montreal was just a disjointed team. Exciting 
talents such as Cole Caufield were floundering. The defense was 
atrocious. One thing after another made attempts at improvement feel 
more and more futile. 

GM Kent Hughes and coach Martin St. Louis stepped in along the way 
and gave Montreal a pulse; it was just too late to salvage much in the 
standings. But St. Louis got Caufield firing, Price returned to game action 
and the Canadiens played with appreciably more pride. 

Keys to the offseason 

It should go without saying that St. Louis deserves to have the interim tag 
removed and sign a long-term deal as Montreal's coach. That will be the 
easiest move Hughes makes before September. 

From there, Montreal has to determine what's next for Price. So much of 
how Hughes navigates the coming months will hinge on his starting 
goaltender. Can Price step back into that elite, full-time role Montreal is 
accustomed to getting from him? Given Price's recent injury issues, does 
Hughes have to address the goaltending position either way, even with 
Jake Allen signed for another year? Figuring out who'll be manning the 
crease is job one. 

After that, Hughes will need to put his defense back in order following 
Ben Chiarot's trade and with Shea Weber out indefinitely with lingering 
injuries. Trading Jeff Petry has long been on the table, and Montreal 
doesn't have a deep swatch of veterans signed after him. Hughes will 
have to restock the shelves. What decisions he makes will push Montreal 
in its next direction, likely leaning into the youth movement brought by 
Caufield, Nick Suzuki and others while balancing veteran contributions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Montreal responded well to St. Louis. Over his first two months, the 
Canadiens were better than .500 at 12-11-4. Montreal did begin to fall off 
again later in April -- losing Allen to injury didn't help -- but that shouldn't 
reflect poorly on St. Louis. Give him an offseason and training camp to 
really get a feel for this team, and there will be plenty of reasons for 
optimism. 

Depending where Montreal falls in the draft lottery and how Hughes can 
wield the many picks he has -- including seven in the first three rounds of 
July's draft -- the Canadiens could avoid a full rebuild and come back as 
a retooled group. 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,334,168 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th (NYI), 4th (EDM), 5th (CBJ), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

The goaltending. For the second straight season, the Devils' best-laid 
plans for their netminders went awry. In 2020-21, it was veteran Corey 
Crawford retiring after signing as a free agent. In 2021-22, it was another 
veteran in Jonathan Bernier playing just 10 games after the Devils signed 
him to pair with Mackenzie Blackwood. To their chagrin, Blackwood 
regressed to a .894 save percentage and played barely above 
replacement level ... when he played. The Devils ended up using seven 
goaltenders this season because of injuries, finishing near the bottom of 
the league in save percentage for the second straight season. 
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Injuries were the story among the skaters too. Jack Hughes, having his 
best NHL season, was limited to 49 games, scoring 56 points. Free-
agent prize Dougie Hamilton missed 17 games because of a jaw injury in 
an underwhelming first season in New Jersey. Nico Hischier also missed 
time. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goaltending is the whole ballgame. The Devils were 12th in expected 
goals against per 60 minutes in all situations and 28th in goals-against 
average. They have to make a decision on Blackwood, figure out what 
they have in Nico Daws, then see if Bernier can return from his hip 
ailment or if the Devils need to find a veteran solution for the third straight 
offseason. 

Beyond that, the Devils will have considerable salary-cap space to 
address a few other vital needs: replacing veteran defenseman P.K. 
Subban, who is an unrestricted free agent; adding skilled size to Hughes' 
line; and re-signing leading scorer and restricted free agent Jesper Bratt, 
who leveled up considerably this season. 

The other issue to address is coach Lindy Ruff, who has a .398 winning 
percentage in two seasons with the Devils and is signed through next 
season. Will New Jersey make a change in the offseason or will Ruff 
have a chance to coach under better goaltending conditions (in theory)? 
If he stays, it wouldn't be surprising to see a change in assistant coaches 
given the Devils' special team struggles. 

Meanwhile, the Devils are back in the draft lottery, where they've had 
some luck. Given their depth at center, would they opt for Slovak winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky or his countryman, defenseman Simon Nemec? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but the Devils won't be doing anything 
except wallowing in the draft lottery again if they can't get better 
goaltending. There's a lot to like here: New Jersey should be a top-10 
scoring team next season, given its talent. If the Devils use their 
considerable cap space smartly, they could finally circle back to playoff 
contention. 

New York Islanders 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $10,630,833 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (COL), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

After two straight trips to the NHL's penultimate playoff round, the 
Islanders had the most disappointing season of any team in 2021-22, 
digging themselves an early-season hole from which they could never 
escape. 

They started with 13 straight road games as the finishing touches on their 
new arena were completed, going 5-8-0. When they finally played at UBS 
Arena, it was not a happy homecoming: The Islanders went winless in 
their first seven games in the new barn, as part of an 11-game winless 
streak overall. On Dec. 5, the Islanders were 5-10-5. They never 
recovered to enter the playoff picture. 

They went from being the 12th-ranked defensive team at even strength 
(per expected goals against) over the previous two seasons to being 25th 
this season. Typically dependable players like Anthony Beauvillier and 
Kyle Palmieri didn't hit their offensive marks, while forward Oliver 
Wahlstrom couldn't build on his promising rookie season. 

There were personal highlights, such as Brock Nelson's best goal-scoring 
season, Noah Dobson's breakout year and Ilya Sorokin's Vezina-caliber 
goaltending. But it didn't add up for the Islanders, who looked slow and 
old in a fast and young league. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Lou Lamoriello must address the team's blue line. Dobson needs a 
new contract. Andy Greene and Zdeno Chara are both free agents and 

past their prime, while free agent Sebastian Aho was generally 
ineffective. Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov -- who will be in the final year 
of his contract next season -- can only paper over so much of the 
Islanders' troubles on defense. 

After that, Lamoriello has to determine whether the team's struggles were 
anomalous or systemic. Will he try to trade off some of his 30-and-older 
players on long-term contracts? Or does he run it all back next season 
with hopes that the pieces he's assembled still can click for a Cup run? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Bringing back Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise on new contracts would 
indicate that Lamoriello is willing to keep this core together for another 
kick at the can. With a few tweaks, especially on defense, perhaps the 
Islanders have another run in them, especially with their goaltending. A 
better start and some new bodies in the lineup should mean they'll be a 
heck of a lot closer to the postseason than they were this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $23,303,929 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TB), 3rd, 3rd (BOS), 4th, 5th, 5th (WPG), 
5th (BOS), 6th, 7th (NYI) 

What went wrong? 

The Senators thought the rebuild was over. They thought wrong. 

Why? Let's start with goaltending. Matt Murray was hardly the Senators' 
savior there, losing seven straight to start the season and six straight in 
the back half of his campaign before exiting in early March with an injury. 
That's not what Ottawa needed from its supposed starter. And with his 
own subpar play, Filip Gustavsson didn't fill the void effectively. 

Murray wasn't the only one who fell below expectations, though. Tim 
Stutzle also came out slowly (on the score sheet anyway), notching only 
one goal in his first 21 games, epitomizing a lineup that struggled to 
score as a whole. Ottawa just never got the leaps and bounds from some 
of its younger stars early on, then couldn't overcome its deficiencies later. 
That became especially true after Drake Batherson, the Sens' leading 
point-getter, was lost to an injury right before the All-Star break. 

Then there were the defensive inconsistencies: odd-man rushes, sloppy 
in-zone coverage, bad decision-making with the puck. All the little 
negative habits that add up to negative results. 

Keys to the offseason 

Murray hasn't played an NHL game since March 5. How is GM Pierre 
Dorion going to address that position for next season? Anton Forsberg 
has had a solid final third of the season and signed a three-year deal to 
stick with the Senators. If Murray can get healthy, will Ottawa trust him to 
stay that way and be part of a tandem with Forsberg? Do the Sens have 
any other choice? Shoring up the goaltending, one way or another, will 
be critical to Ottawa's hopes for a turnaround. 

Dealing with their defensive problems will also be key. Dorion added 
Travis Hamonic at the trade deadline, but he'll need to do more work to 
help Ottawa keep the puck out of its own net. The Senators have cap 
space available to rectify these issues; it's on Dorion to find the right mix. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

At this stage, it's hard to think of Ottawa in the playoff conversation next 
season. Unless, of course, Dorion takes some big swings in free agency 
and can get some difference-making defensive players. The Senators 
have great talent up front in Stutzle, Batherson and Brady Tkachuk. Even 
if all three improve upon this campaign, more tweaks are necessary 
before we can say Ottawa realistically moves the needle next season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,803,143 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 
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What went wrong? 

This season was a debacle for the Flyers. Coach Alain Vigneault was 
fired after an 8-10-4 start and replaced by assistant coach Mike Yeo on 
an interim basis. Under the former Wild and Blues head coach, the Flyers 
would win just 16 of their next 56 games. They missed key players to 
injury in center Sean Couturier (29 games played), forward Kevin Hayes 
(44 games) and defenseman Ryan Ellis (4 games), a significant 
offseason acquisition who was expected to solidify the defensive corps. A 
slight uptick in goaltending quality by maligned franchise netminder 
Carter Hart was undercut by a penalty kill that saw the Flyers finish near 
the bottom of the league. 

It was a season also marred by tragedy, as Hayes lost his brother, former 
NHL player Jimmy Hayes, last August. It was also overshadowed by the 
saga of captain Claude Giroux, the career Flyer whose time with the 
team ended after a deadline trade to the Florida Panthers. 

Too many injuries, too many ineffective performances and not enough 
impact from GM Chuck Fletcher's offseason additions in Ellis, Rasmus 
Ristolainen, Keith Yandle and Martin Jones (although Cam Atkinson 
played well in his first season in Philly). 

Keys to the offseason 

Fletcher has spoken about an "aggressive retool" in the offseason, 
believing there are enough pieces on the roster, with some 
augmentation, to contend next season. That retool is going to have to be 
quite aggressive: The Flyers need to replace Giroux's offense and 
probably add another established scorer beyond that. 

Will they seek to move forward James van Riemsdyk, who carries a $7 
million cap hit into the final year of his contract? Will those rumors about 
Ivan Provorov's availability result in a trade? There are plenty of 
directions to take the retool. 

Obviously, an NHL draft lottery win would help. The Flyers could certainly 
use a Shane Wright or a Logan Cooley at center, or Simon Nemec on 
defense. 

But beyond the roster, Fletcher will need to hire a new head coach. 
There has been a lot of speculation that the Flyers will seek out TNT 
commentator and Philly fan favorite Rick Tocchet to take over the bench. 
Or does a team seeking better fundamental 5-on-5 play make overtures 
to another coach-turned-commentator in John Tortorella? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

If they're healthier. If their offseason acquisitions are uniformly more 
impactful than last season's were and don't detract from other areas of 
the team. If they choose the right coach. If some of the younger players 
getting time this season -- Noah Cates, Ronnie Attard, Bobby Brink, 
Morgan Frost, Owen Tippett -- level up, and Hart continues to trend back 
to his previous standards. If all of this -- or at least most of it -- happens, 
the Flyers could return to playoff contention. But that's a lot of ifs. 

San Jose Sharks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $13,003,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th (BUF), 6th, 7th, 7th (ARI), 7th 
(MIN) 

What went wrong? 

Not much was expected from the Sharks this season, but they improved 
incrementally. 

They were a .438 points percentage team last season; they had a .468 
points percentage through 77 games this season. Their goaltending 
improved from 29th last season to 20th this season, thanks to the 
acquisitions of James Reimer, Adin Hill and eventually goalie Kaapo 
Kahkonen, whom they acquired from Minnesota in a trade for 
defenseman Jacob Middleton. 

But their offense dropped from seventh in expected goals per 60 minutes 
in all situations last season to 27th this season. Part of that could be 
attributed to the loss of forward Evander Kane, as the Sharks terminated 
Kane's deal for what they said was a breach of contract and for violating 
COVID-19 protocols. He was their leading scorer last season, but it was 
clear that the relationship had run its course. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first is finding the next general manager after Doug Wilson stepped 
down this season. Joe Will is the team's interim GM and may end up 
running their draft as they meticulously comb through candidates to 
succeed Wilson, who was with San Jose for 19 seasons. 

Whoever takes over inherits a veteran roster filled with long-term 
contracts. The Sharks have $42.6 million in salary committed to the 
2024-25 season for Logan Couture, Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic and now Tomas Hertl, whom they signed before the trade 
deadline. That's an expensive core with ample trade protection. Unless 
something dramatic changes, the Sharks will have to find ways to build 
around that talent thriftily. 

To that end, they have some interesting free agents: productive forward 
Alexander Barabanov (UFA), center Jonathan Dahlen (RFA), 
defenseman Mario Ferraro (RFA) and Kahkonen (RFA). 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Another season in hockey purgatory, as the Sharks hope an affordable 
supporting cast can solidify around their talented but aging core. They 
need more players like center Thomas Bordeleau, the University of 
Michigan product who made his debut this season. They could have 
another one in forward William Eklund, the seventh overall pick in last 
year's draft, but he had a rough season in the Swedish Hockey League. 
The regular-season ceiling for this team feels like a wild card. 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,135,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (NSH), 2nd (TOR), 2nd (FLA), 3rd, 4th, 
4th (WSH), 4th (CGY), 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Kraken weren't the Vegas Golden Knights. That much was clear. 
Our expectations for Seattle, based on the Knights' recent expansion 
success and Seattle drafting under the same rules, were inflated. Given 
the talent on the roster, the Kraken should have been better than a points 
percentage under .400, even if they inevitably became a seller at the 
trade deadline anyway. 

At the very least, they should have been a team that established a 
discernible identity in their inaugural season; yet in the end, Seattle's 
style and direction are as mysterious as their namesake sea monster. 

Their goaltending was supposed to help define them. Instead, Philipp 
Grubauer gave up more than 18 goals below expectations and cost his 
team at least three wins, per Evolving Hockey. Through 76 games, the 
Kraken had the worst team save percentage in the NHL. Whatever gains 
they made at 5-on-5 during the season were undermined by the league's 
most porous goaltending. 

But the Kraken didn't give their netminders much goal support, either. 
They were near the bottom of the goals per game rankings, watching 
players like Joonas Donskoi struggle and others like Jaden Schwartz and 
Brandon Tanev limited by injuries. 

Keys to the offseason 

The arrival of No. 2 overall pick Matty Beniers gives the Kraken a 
potential No. 1 center next season and a glimpse of the future. How to 
achieve that future will involve the NHL draft, where the Kraken will have 
five picks in the first two rounds. But the short-term prospects for Seattle 
will rise or fall on GM Ron Francis' moves this offseason. 
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They have 10 free agents, three of them unrestricted. They'll have 
around $21 million in open cap space. They can see what worked and 
what didn't this season and adjust accordingly. That goes for the players 
and the coaches, whose player usage and systems contributed to the 
team's offensive malaise. 

But mostly, they need to find a way for Grubauer to shake off this season 
and become the goalie they thought they signed last summer -- the one 
who was going to be the foundation for what they're building in the 
Emerald City. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kraken found some franchise foundations in their first year. Jared 
McCann was the goal-scoring ace that the analytics portended. Yanni 
Gourde was as solid as expected. Jamie Oleksiak had a strong season. 
So consider the inaugural season as the opening draw in a card game; 
they'll keep some, give some back, take new ones and hope the hand 
turns out better. This is clearly a slow build for Seattle. Another season 
outside the playoffs, considering what's in the 2023 draft, wouldn't hurt. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $16,271,310 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (STL), 2nd (NYR), 3rd (CBJ), 4th (ARI), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

Some teams don't have enough talent to compete with the NHL's best. 
Winnipeg has top players, but too many of them had a tough season at 
the same time. So much so, coach Paul Maurice didn't think he could get 
enough out of the group anymore, leading him to resign in December. 

It's not often that a coach just up and quits on a team that's 
underperforming. Did that have a residual effect on the Jets' overall 
confidence? Maybe. But the club's struggling stars were the real issue. 

Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler both missed time early in the season 
and didn't find an offensive groove until later. Nikolaj Ehlers was one the 
Jets' best forwards, but he too was felled by injury midseason, and that 
hurt the Jets' chances of making a run up the standings. It felt like one 
thing after another took Winnipeg's assets out of the lineup, and the more 
they fought to stay above water, the harder another wave of adversity 
would land. 

Eventually that roller coaster seemed to take a mental toll on the entire 
team, effectively ending any last-ditch hope of contending for a wild-card 
spot. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will need to decide on his next coach. Dave 
Lowry stepped in for Maurice, but is that a long-term slot for him? 
Probably not. 

Whoever fills the role will face arguably the next most important task for 
the Jets: putting this wasted year behind them and starting fresh. It's not 
as if the Jets' require a massive overhaul. They have good players and 
good prospects. Connor Hellebuyck is a strong goaltender. This was just 
a nightmare season in nearly every regard. 

Inevitably, Cheveldayoff will swap some personnel or make alterations 
here and there. He'll have to manage Pierre Luc-Dubois' next deal as 
well, which will be a priority negotiation between the club and its pending 
restricted free agent. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Winnipeg should enter training camp with a massive chip on its shoulder. 
This was not the year the Jets intended to have, and there are far too 
many good players in this lineup to have it happen again. There should 
be high expectations for the Jets going forward, both inside and outside 
the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / If Oilers' McDavid isn't on Hart Trophy ballot, it's a bad 
miscalculation 

 

Mark Specto April 25, 2022, 5:43 PM 

 

PITTSBURGH — Oilers fatigue. It’s a thing out there. 

Don’t vote for Connor McDavid as your Hart Trophy winner? That’s fine. 

That’s why the Professional Hockey Writers Association has 200 ballots. 
You can’t quibble with the outcomes very often. 

But when I hear people say that they’re not sure whether McDavid will 
even make their Hart Trophy ballot, then you know Oilers fatigue is out 
there. 

On the face of it, when has the presumed Art Ross Trophy winner ever 
not deserved Hart Trophy consideration? 

He does not always win, which is fine. But over and over this spring, 
we’ve watched and listened as all the genuine candidates are listed — 
Johnny Gaudreau, Jonathan Huberdeau, Auston Matthews, Roman Josi, 
Igor Shesterkin — and far too often McDavid’s name is listed last or not 
at all. 

And forget about Leon Draisaitl, who has more goals this season than all 
but one player, and more points than all but three. He is mentioned even 
less frequently. 

Oilers fatigue. McDavid fatigue. It’s out there. 

So we went to Zach Hyman for his thoughts. 

Hyman spent parts of the previous five seasons on a line with Matthews, 
became acutely aware of the hazards of facing McDavid and Draisaitl 
during nine Canadian Division games last season, and now plays as an 
Oiler, where the versatile winger has spent time up and down the lineup. 

There’s no fatigue from Hyman, who chuckles, “It’s the first time I'm 
seeing them live. This is exciting.” 
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But he gets it. Draisaitl and McDavid won the last two Harts. McDavid is 
cruising towards his fourth Art Ross in seven NHL seasons. 

People like change. 

“When somebody does that, over and over again, dominance becomes 
expected rather than appreciated,” Hyman diagnosed. “So I don't know if 
the right word is fatigue, rather than it is just kind of expected now from 
those guys.” 

Draisaitl abhors talking about himself. But he dove on in on McDavid on 
Monday afternoon in Pittsburgh, where the Oilers practised ahead of 
Tuesday night’s game against the Penguins. 

“I think (voters) just get so used to what he does right? On a daily basis; 
on a nightly basis; on a yearly basis,” began the player Oilers fans 
sometimes refer to as L50N. “Maybe you’re right. Maybe people expect it 
now. 
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“But I don't think we should forget how hard that is to do,” Draisaitl 
stressed. “It’s hard to score in this league. It's really, really hard. And he 
just does it over and over again every year. So, yeah, he’s my Hart 
Trophy vote.” 

Of course, Draisaitl won’t have a vote. That goes to members of the 
PHWA (of which I am one), who also vote on the Norris, the Lady Byng, 
the Selke, the Calder and the All-Star teams. Draisaitl and the rest of the 
players will vote on the Ted Lindsay Award -- the MVP as voted by 
members of the NHLPA. 

McDavid has won three of the past six Ted Lindsays. 

If McDavid wins the scoring title again this season — he’s three points 
ahead of Huberdeau with three games to play (Florida has just two) — he 
will become only the third player in history to win four Art Ross Trophies 
before turning 26. 

The others are hockey royalty: Wayne Gretzky, with six, and Mr. Hockey 
himself, Gordie Howe, who did it four times. 

Tied with Gordie Howe. And he’s not even on your ballot? 

McDavid is averaging 1.51 points per game this season. Since 2006-07, 
NHL players have reached or beaten that number only eight times — and 
three of those were McDavid. 

He has led or been tied for the lead in NHL scoring this season for 61 per 
cent of the season. All year long he’s been at the top of the chart, and no, 
he does not play with Draisaitl at even strength as a regular linemate. 

His linemates aren’t, overall, as strong as Gaudreau’s. Matthews plays 
every night with Mitch Marner, who is a superior player to Evander Kane, 
as good as Kane has been for a half-season with McDavid. 

So, we did a little calculation on the forwards in our conversation. Where 
they stand in goals, assists and points, — first, second third etc. We 
added up their totals, and the lowest number wins. That player is closest 
to the top of all three categories — get it? 

The score was McDavid 10, Gaudreau 21, Draisaitl 33, Matthews 44, 
Huberdeau 47. 

The most productive, the most well-rounded in goals and assists, and 
overall the best player in the game today. 

And he’s not even in your top five? Seriously? 

As for Draisaitl, his second 50-goal, 100-point season has fallen far 
under the shadow of Matthews' first 50-goal season -- even though the 
Maple Leafs centre has three more goals but four less points. 

The argument that Matthews does more than Leon Draisaitl, even though 
the latter scores more points annually, kills penalties regularly and takes 
far more defensive-zone faceoffs seems ludicrous. Does Draisaitl not do 
more for his team if he’s employed in more important defensive 
situations? 

Call Matthews a better goal scorer? Sure. 

Call him a better all-around player though, and we’ll chalk it up to the fact 
that people are sick of talking about how good Edmonton’s players are, 
when they haven’t won squat as a team. 

When asked for his thoughts on the Hart by Sportsnet’s Luke Fox, 
Matthews listed off Huberdeau and Josi as two of his top considerations, 
rightfully of course. 

“You know,” Matthews concluded, “it seems like McDavid and Draisaitl, 
we’ve gotten so accustomed to them just doing this every single year that 
you kind of lose sight of how good of a season those two are having.” 

Oilers fatigue. It’s a thing. 

But it’s probably for the best. It’s time to turn the conversation in 
Edmonton towards a more important trophy anyhow. 

My awards ballot arrived today, ironically, as I was writing this piece. 

I’m not sure if McDavid will get my top vote for the Hart. Maybe he will. 

But if he’s not even in my top five, you’ll know I’m not paying close 
enough attention. 
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Sportsnet.ca / The Darryl Sutter Show is must-see TV for Flames fans 

 

Eric Francis April 25, 2022, 1:55 PM 

 

NASHVILLE - As entertaining as the Calgary Flames have been this 
season, the real show starts roughly 10 minutes after the final horn. 

That’s when The Darryl Sutter Show hits the airwaves. 

While often not a long program, his post-game quips, pot-shots, put-
downs and observations have been known to steal the spotlight from the 
game, creating a life of their own on social media. 

It’s the perfect venue for the NHL’s most unique coach to send messages 
to players, management, media, the opposition and occasionally the 
medical staff, with a dry, told-you-so delivery that has everyone guessing 
– and occasionally giggling - from night to night. 

It's must-see TV for Flames fans.  

Local media-types have long ago shrugged off being pawns and pinatas 
in Sutter’s gab game, as the insights - and insults - he offers up often 
make for good copy.  

Albertans haven’t looked forward to pressers this much since Deena 
Hinshaw’s daily pandemic updates. 

“We used to race to get undressed in Los Angeles and get into the 
players’ lounge, sit on the couch and flick on the TV because you never 
knew what was going to come out of him,” said retired defenceman 
Robyn Regehr, who played for Sutter in Calgary and L.A.  

“His facial expressions are the best. Heaven forbid a reporter who he 
didn’t like asked a bad question, then it got really entertaining. I loved 
them. Still do.” 

Although unpredictability is key to his desire to keep his players off-
balance, a pattern has clearly emerged this season that generally sees 
the Jolly Rancher hardest on his squad following wins. 

Even harder when a player dares to enjoy some individual success. 

Still, given his penchant for dispensing hints of encouragement following 
losses, Calgary scribes have generally agreed the first question after 
every outing should be a simple: “what were your thoughts.” 
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Predicting his path from there is pure folly, making it a ratings bonanza in 
a world where live-streaming and Twitter get his one-liners out 
immediately. 

Those in attendance who’ve stopped being offended or frustrated by his 
dismissive, short, calculated responses know there’s plenty to learn from 
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a man who has been one of game’s most impactful coaches for over 30 
years now. 

A master manipulator, he uses his post and pre-game pulpit like a 
conductor uses his wand. 

The game isn’t complete until he puts a punctuation mark on it with his 
spin. 

And he knows it, playing the media like a fiddle with his pointed critiques 
and messaging delivered in folksy farmer-speak. 

“I could have done it in five minutes,” said Sutter earlier this year over 
frustrations at the prolonged period of time it took to stitch up Erik 
Gudbranson’s severed tongue. 

“I sew horses and cows in ten minutes.” 

He slaughters others in less time than that, including the media who are 
often in his crosshairs. 

Viewers and listeners love that. 

“People literally cannot get enough of Darryl at any point,” said radio 
broadcast host Pat Steinberg from Sportsnet 960 The Fan, who runs the 
coach’s comments in their entirety after every game.  

“Postgame, we start getting texts immediately as to when he’s coming 
on, especially if it’s a tough loss or something weird happened in the 
game. Listeners love hearing him on off days. And I get it. You learn 
something when he talks, he’s funny, and a lot of the time he says a lot 
without using a ton of words.” 

Count upper management as some of the very few who don’t savor the 
frankness and unpredictability of Sutter's availabilities, as they are not  
immune from jabs over what the low-talking coach sees as shortfalls in 
how things were run in the past. 

He insists he is not as disinterested in the exercise as he appears. 

“Ya, it’s not that,” said Sutter, 63, when asked if he found pressers to be 
a painful part of the gig.  

“In Calgary we’re in a hockey market, so I think our biggest responsibility 
is to give our fans the best information you can. Doesn’t matter if it’s your 
opinion or their opinion, our job is to give the best message you can, 
instead of opinions." 

“But the other thing that is really important is I protect the players. When 
you’re in other markets you get somebody asking you questions that has 
never watched the game.” 

Another dig at the media. 

He can’t help himself. 

On The Sutter Show there are no segues, just a matter-of-fact 
dissemination of information from a coach who has always insisted on 
giving his version of the straight goods. 

Although the stone-faced farmer hasn’t played in 35 years, he’s still the 
league leader in deflections, often cutting off questions so he can move 
things in a different direction. 

“There’s a method to what he’s doing,” said Regehr. 

“I remember we played Anaheim in the playoffs one year and John 
Gibson was a good goalie who played really well the first couple games. 
Someone asked Darryl about him and he said. ‘he’s the best I’ve ever 
seen,’ with a straight face, to play a little mind game with that. He knows 
the players will see that and start believing a little too much in the hype.” 

Indeed, everything is calculated, like the time he responded to a question 
about Johnny Gaudreau’s 500th game by saying, “Hopefully he has more 
energy than his 499th.”  

Not surprisingly, he did. 

“Darryl is really good at challenging players,” said Regehr. 

“Sometimes it’s a direct challenge in the dressing room to their face, but 
other times it’s an indirect challenge and he will use the media. It’s just 
another tool in the tool kit for him to press buttons with. I think he’s 
definitely honed that skill over time.” 

When he reacted to a heated exchange between teammates in practice 
with: “We need some of them guys that are pillow fighting to do a little bit 
of that,” you can bet several players wondered if he was talking about 
them. 

“I think he likes to keep people guessing, for sure,” said Regehr. 

“He doesn’t like people around him to be comfortable. He equates being 
comfortable to complacency.” 

Sutter said his decision to send assistant coaches in his stead after some 
games has nothing to do with frustration or message-sending, but insists 
he believes it’s part of their learning. 

“It keeps them sharp,” said Sutter. 

“It used to be a league rule of 20 minutes with the coach, or something 
like that, and I’d always get in s--- for it. So I said, ‘Bob Berry, Paul 
Baxter, Rico (Rich Preston) – you guys go do it."   

"What’s the point in it if I’m just going to say, ‘yes or no?’ After the game 
I’d rather just get it done. Any time else I’d rather give them everything I 
can.” 

With both barrels. 

After clinching the division last week, he did his best to remind players, 
as always, they’ve accomplished nothing just yet. 

“I’ve won lots of em,” he said, before pointing skyward.  

“It goes up there and you get nothing for it.” 

Asked about stopping a practice several times to correct players, Sutter 
had a simple explanation. 

“It’s like teaching kids how to drive. You want it done right, or else you’re 
just gonna wreck the car.” 

Then there was the line that went league-wide when he suggested, “If 
you are a wild card team I sure as hell don’t want to play Colorado in the 
first round, because it’s going to be a waste of eight days.” 

Even when his pressers last under two minutes, and he isn’t in the taking 
mood, it’s never a waste to tune in.  

You never know when The Sutter Show will have the coach trending 
again. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs’ Masterton pick Ondrej Kase pushing for 
playoff return 

 

Luke Fox April 25, 2022, 9:01 AM 

 

TORONTO – With his worrisome history of head injuries, it would not 
have been far-fetched to imagine Ondrej Kaše calling it a career last 
summer. 

Instead, he signed with the Toronto Maple Leafs — and embarked on his 
healthiest and most productive hockey season in four years. 
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Consider the gauntlet that this posterboy for perseverance — this focal 
point for risk/reward — had run before arriving fresh and eager at training 
camp. 

Kaše played all of six regular-season games for the Bruins down the 
stretch in 2020, plus 11 more in the Toronto playoff bubble. He was 
concussed in Game 2 of the 2021 regular season by a Miles Wood hit 
that January and needed nearly four months to recover and ramp up to a 
return. 

“It wasn’t a big hit, but [Wood] hit me in a bad spot,” Kaše told reporters 
that May, gearing up for his return, against the Islanders. “It’s been pretty 
hard for me. 

“I hope I can help the team. I haven’t played too many games here, so I 
need to show the team that I am important to play here.” 

Kaše skated all of 6:49 that night and was shut down for good. 

He never scored a goal in a Bruins uniform, and multiple Boston 
reporters suggested retirement might be the next logical step. 
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The six-foot, 190-pound right shot has suffered more than a career’s 
worth of brain injuries. He’s only 26 years old. 

“Kaše’s concussion woes are not new. He arrived to Boston with a 
substantial injury history, and it’s believed that this latest concussion was 
his fifth documented concussion in his professional career At just 25, 
that’s downright terrifying,” Ty Anderson of 98.5 The Sports Hub wrote in 
May. 

“[Kaše] is almost certainly hitting a career crossroads where he may have 
to put his long-term health above his job.” 

Kaše chose to go back to work. 

And, on Monday, the Toronto chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers' 
Association chose Kaše as its nominee for the 2022 Bill Masterton 
Trophy, recognizing perseverance, sportsmanship, and dedication to 
hockey. 

When Kyle Dubas took a flyer on the talented Czech, he hadn’t scored 
an NHL goal in 544 days. But the GM was sold on potential, and the 
player was sold on redemption, an invested medical staff, and a chance 
to play with longtime pal David Kämpf. 

“Great times together, so it’s good to be with him on the same team,” 
Kämpf said Sunday. “He’s working every shift on the ice, 100 per cent.” 

Before suffering yet another concussion (in Nashville on March 19), Kaše 
had collected 14 goals and 27 points in 50 games as one of Toronto’s 
most effective and versatile two-way forwards. 

The Leafs are 31-19 with Kaše in the lineup. 

“We saw in the training camp and exhibition the player he could be for 
us. Right from the start of the season, I was really impressed with him,” 
Sheldon Keefe says. 

The coach was aware of the talent. The mindset and drive, however, 
were a mystery after all that time off, all those frightening blows to the 
head. 

Teammate Justin Holl says he can’t imagine what it must be like to skate 
a mile in Kaše’s boots. 

“I'm sure it's very exasperating and frustrating for him,” Holl says. “But 
he's got a really good character. He's a great guy. And I'm sure he's 
doing everything in his power to come back. 

“He's a vital part of our team, both when he's playing and when he's not. 
He's just a great hockey player, and you want what's best for him.” 

The Maple Leafs have exercised supreme caution with Kaše. Yet his 
wrecking-ball approach to every shift is at once commendable and, at 
times, concerning. 

“We're always conscious and aware of his health. But when he's played 
and when he's practising, he gives you nothing but everything that he has 
— and you can't help but appreciate that,” Keefe says. “It just speaks to 
his love for the game. 

“He's wanting to come back. He's wanting to push. And when he has 
played, he's played at such a high level. And he's been so competitive. 
And, in fact, he still wants to continue to work and be available for the 
playoffs. That also speaks to the fact he loves our team and loves his 
teammates.” 
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TSN.CA / Masterton nominee Tanev goes from hockey hiatus to NHL 
staple 

 

Salim Valji 

4-5 minutes 

 

Chris Tanev was cut from several hockey teams he tried out for when he 
was in high school. Frustrated and disheartened, the teenager and his 
father decided that the best thing would be for him to walk away from the 
sport. 

“It just wasn’t fun for me when you play from when you’re six or seven 
[years old] until 14 with the same people, and then all of a sudden, your 
friends are making that next step and you’re not able to play anymore or 
make a team,” Tanev said. “It sucks. My parents, dad especially, said to 
take a step away.”  

Tanev’s break from ice hockey lasted two years, during which time he 
played other sports.  

“I played a lot of baseball and roller hockey, which was fun.” 

He also packaged meat at a local grocery store and worked at Pizza 
Pizza in East York in the Greater Toronto Area.  

“Just packaging meat and selling meat,” Tanev laughed. 

Despite that teenage heartbreak, Tanev’s love of ice hockey didn’t waver.  

Thanks to a growth spurt when he was 16 years old and his father’s 
relentless recruiting efforts to coaches, Tanev eventually made the cut 
with the Junior-A Durham Fury of the Ontario Junior Hockey League. 

“It’s funny how things can change so quickly,” Tanev said. 

Fifteen years after he quit the sport, it’s tough to envision the Calgary 
Flames without No. 8.  

On Monday, members of the Calgary chapter of the Professional Hockey 
Writers’ Association nominated Tanev as the Flames’ candidate for the 
Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy, which is given to the player who best 
exemplifies the qualities of perseverance, sportsmanship, and dedication 
to the sport.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 26, 2022 

 

After Junior-A, Tanev played a year with the Rochester Institute of 
Technology as a 19-year-old before signing with the Vancouver Canucks, 
where he spent a decade.  

Since joining the Flames as a free agent in 2020, Tanev has become a 
staple of the team’s identity on and off the ice. He played through 
multiple serious injuries last year, despite the team being out of the 
playoff race. 

This season, Tanev has set a career high for points (28) and tied his 
career high in goals (six). He has also helped the development of Flames 
blueliners he’s played with, most notably Noah Hanifin and Oliver 
Kylington. Tanev is a significant contributor to the Pacific Division 
champions, a team that has aspirations of a deep playoff run. As a nod of 
appreciation, goalie Jacob Markstrom has an image of Tanev’s toothless 
smile on his mask. 

“They’re all incredibly skilled players and smart players, so as long as 
they’re comfortable on the ice, that’s when you play well,” Tanev said of 
the team’s young defencemen. “I just try and do what I can to make it as 
easy as I can for them, and they do the same for me. It’s part of a good 
partnership, to be able to work together and make it easier for each 
other. If I make mistakes, hopefully my partner is able to have my back 
and vice versa. Those are the little things that go into it.” 

For Tanev, who also praised his grandfather for shuttling him to minor 
hockey practices as a kid, that hockey hiatus proved to be a turning 
point. He readily admits that he would have pursued other career options, 
and likely studied finance at the University of Toronto. 

“My parents and my dad did a really good job of pushing me to go back 
and play,” he said. 

“A lot of people over the years I think said he was crazy because he’d 
always go around the rinks telling people how good I was, but at the end 
of the day he helped me a lot and pushed the right buttons and helped 
me get to where I needed to be…at some point, everyone has to deal 
with that kind of adversity and push through something. I think it was a 
really good life lesson for me and something that pushes me to work 
every day.” 
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Out of the playoff picture for over a month now, the Ottawa Senators will 
be without a few staples of their lineup for the remaining three games of 
the regular season. 

Senators head coach D.J. Smith announced Monday that right winger 
Connor Brown, who collected 39 points in 64 games and has consistently 
been a part of Ottawa’s top-six forward group, is done for the year. 

“He’s had some nagging injuries,” Smith said after Monday’s practice. 
“He played through a lot of them. Eventually it was affecting his game too 
much, so he won’t go the rest of the way.” 

Brown had 16 points in 10 games to help Canada capture gold at the 
IIHF World Championship in Latvia last year. It’s been reported that he 
has been a part of Hockey Canada’s roster discussion to defend the title 
in Finland in May. 

“That’ll be his call and that it’ll be discussed between (GM) Pierre 
(Dorion) and him and Team Canada,” Smith said. 

There were glimmers of hope that centre Shane Pinto would return to the 
lineup for the end of the season, but that now looks unlikely. The 21-
year-old forward required shoulder surgery after injuring himself on Oct. 
21 and then re-injuring his shoulder on Nov. 13. 

Despite being a full-participant at practice on Monday morning and even 
getting repetitions on the Senators second power-play unit, Pinto isn’t 
expected to suit up for any of the three remaining games. 

“He wants to play,” Smith said. “The surgeon isn’t 100 per cent on the 
timeline. We just ran out of track. I guess as much as I want him to play, 
if we're not 100 per cent (certain) we’re not going to put him in there.” 

Centre Colin White is also doubtful for the rest of the season after 
entering the league's COVID-19 protocols on April 16. White, 25, has 
played just 24 games this season, registering three goals and seven 
assists. 

“White is out. Skated but then it felt worse, so doesn't look good for him 
the rest of the way,” Smith said. “We'll see – maybe the last game, but it 
doesn't look good at this point.” 

Smith said that Scott Sabourin and Mark Kastelic will be recalled from the 
AHL when the Senators host the New Jersey Devils on Tuesday. The 
forwards helped the Belleville Senators clinch a spot in the AHL playoffs 
for the first time in franchise history with a 4-3 win over the Toronto 
Marlies on Sunday. 

“Great for them. They’ve been battling for six weeks, playing playoff 
hockey,” Smith said. “Kastelic probably would have been here (the NHL) 
the entire time. He was a big part (of the win), he scored yesterday. 
Saturday as well (in the NHL). It’s good for them and it’s good for the 
guys to keep playing.” 

Fans were also hopeful they’d get a glimpse of prospect Jake Sanderson 
suiting up before the season ended after the defenceman signed an 
entry-level contract with Ottawa in March. Sanderson, the fifth-overall 
pick in the 2020 draft, has been dealing with a hand injury since the end 
of his NCAA season with North Dakota. 

Smith said Monday that Sanderson won’t play for the Senators this 
season, but Dorion may choose to send him into action with Belleville. 

Lines at Monday’s practice: 

Tkachuk-Norris-Batherson 

Formenton-Stützle-Gaudette 

Kelly-Gambrell-Watson 

Mete-Tierney-Pinto 

Chabot-Hamonic 

Brannstrom-Zub 

Holden-Zaitsev   

Del Zotto 

Forsberg 

Gustavsson 
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In the pantheon of fears in sports, being the target of a first-round upset 
is near the top of the list. There’s little worse than being sent home early 
and unexpectedly, and some organizations can live this nightmare for 
years. 

Hockey is a low-scoring, volatile sport susceptible to upsets. It’s part of 
what makes it so captivating. Yet we know talent does prevail long-term – 
look no further than what the Tampa Bay Lightning have done in recent 
years, or a handful of other brief dynasties predating them. 

As we head into the 2021-22 Stanley Cup Playoffs, a question arises: 
Are there statistical indicators of a team’s likelihood of being upset 
against an inferior opponent, and if so, what are those measurements? 

To analyze this, I started with the trailing 10 years of first-round playoff 
performances. Teams that advanced as the stronger seed from Round 1 
were differentiated from teams that were upset in the opening round. I 
focused on the usual key performance indicators for the time being – 
goals and expected goals (shots adjusted for quality), stop rates and 
save percentages, with those numbers split across the varying game 
states. 

Here’s what the macro data looks like: 

There’s very little daylight in some of these measures, in large part 
because we are talking about playoff-calibre teams that aren’t separated 
by much in terms of talent. But there are a handful of notable 
observations from the data set. 

- Offensive production matters, and that trend is only increasing with 
higher scoring. But look at the delta between expected goal scoring and 
shooting percentage, either at even strength or on the power play. 
Teams that generate heavy volumes of offensive production are smiled 
upon; teams that rely on shooting percentages more so than volume, 
less so. You’ll note that teams that were upset in the first round had 
better regular-season shooting percentages than the teams that 
advanced. 

- You cannot win with poor goaltending, but that is something that is 
usually decided in the regular season. That is to say: teams with poor 
goaltending struggle to qualify for the playoffs. Most playoff qualifiers 
have average or above-average goaltending, so you see little 
differentiation between the teams advancing and being upset. Advancing 
teams only had marginally better stop rates at even strength and on the 
penalty kill during the regular season. 

- Interestingly, the penalty kill is one area where great goaltenders 
differentiate themselves. Advancing teams gave up more expected goals 
on penalty kills than teams that were upset, but great goaltending kept 
real goals at bay. 

- The strongest differentiator is expected goals for at even strength. 
Since expected goals are capturing shot volume (and by extension, puck 
control time) and adjust for the lethality of those shots, it is an excellent 
barometer of which team is driving play. Moreover, it’s the type of 
valuable statistic that sustains itself over time. 

Let’s bring this back to the upcoming postseason. Entering play Monday, 
11 teams still have a shot at being the higher seed in their first-round 
matchup. If we use advancing team averages across all these measures 
as a baseline, we can assign a risk profile to each team. Teams that are 
beating most of the statistical baselines, we know from history, will 
generally advance; teams that aren’t are at higher risk of an upset. 

Here’s what this looks like: 

Most of the offensive numbers are squeezed to the upside this year, so 
naturally most of the playoff-bound teams are beating offensive 
expectations. But we can still glean quite a bit from this data. 

For example: the risk profiles are very kind to the Carolina Hurricanes, 
St. Louis Blues, and Calgary Flames because they tend to be well-
balanced teams that dominate the puck. Moreover, they don’t have an 

obvious area of weakness that’s manifested over the course of the 
regular season. 

Contrast that to a team like the Colorado Avalanche, who have been 
extraordinarily strong for years now and may be the most talented team 
in the league. Why do they carry a higher risk profile? The simple answer 
is the penalty kill. If you can get Colorado to spend some time in the box 
(easier said than done), they are not the same team. And the gap is 
significant: on a per-minute basis, Colorado was 34 per cent less 
effective suppressing goals than conference-rival Calgary, and 72 per 
cent less effective than the Hurricanes. 

Lastly, the Toronto Maple Leafs, everyone’s favourite “first-round upset” 
team. I wrote earlier this year I thought this season was different – that 
Toronto was not showing the same risk profile they had in years past, be 
it from a weak blueline or shaky goaltending, and that they would be a 
much more game club come playoff time. A lot of that has to do with the 
offensive dominance we have seen from this club all season long. 

We won’t know if the Maple Leafs will earn home-ice advantage for a few 
more days, and we do know they are likely entering a harrowing first-
round series with Tampa Bay. But if you trust Jack Campbell in net, the 
Maple Leafs are as well-situated as any Eastern Conference team to 
advance, save Carolina. 

Now it’s time to actually win a series. 
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