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Hurricanes beat Rangers, clinch Metro division crown behind rookie Pyotr Kochetkov 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes have had one goal all season -- to 
be the best, to win the Stanley Cup. 

The Canes are the best in the Metropolitan Division, the 
toughest in hockey. They clinched the Metro title with a 4-3 
victory Tuesday over the New York Rangers at Madison 
Square Garden. 

They also did it with a rookie goalie, Pyotr Kochetkov, whose 
story added another intriguing, if unexpected chapter. 

Had goalie Frederik Andersen not been injured 10 days ago, 
Kochetkov would not have been called up from the American 
Hockey League. Had Antti Raanta not been injured Sunday, 
Kochetkov would not have been playing in a third straight 
game Tuesday or winning for a third straight time. 

But it has been as astounding confluence of events, a move 
made of necessity, and Kochetkov has made the most of it. 
Making 31 saves Tuesday in his matchup against the 
Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin, he joined in the post-game 
celebration and was among the last to leave the ice before 
Vincent Trocheck jumped into Jaccob Slavin’s arms, as 
Trocheck does after victories. 

“It’s unreal,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s a great 
story and hopefully it continues. The way he looks, nothing 
fazes him. He looks like he belongs.” 

The Hurricanes (53-20-8) broke a couple of franchise 
records that have stood since 2006, then the Canes were 
Stanley Cup champions and Brind’Amour its team captain. 
They have 53 wins and 114 points, topping the 52 and 112 of 
the ‘06 team that put the big banner up in PNC Arena. 

“You probably need to take a minute and realize it’s been a 
pretty good darn year and we’ve done what we wanted to 
do,” Brind’Amour said. “What’s great is guys aren’t really 
excited about it. We know that there are bigger things we 
want to accomplish. 

“But when we set out we wanted to be the best in 82 games 
and we’re at the top of our division, which is great. That’s an 
accomplishment and we can enjoy it for a little while and 
we’ll get right back at it.” 

The Hurricanes have one game left in the regular season, at 
home Thursday against New Jersey. Who knows, Kochetkov 
might play in a fourth consecutive game. 

Raanta, to everyone’s relief with the Canes, was not 
seriously injured Sunday -- he left the game with 7:03 left in 
the second period -- and was able to be the backup goalie. 
Andersen did not make the three-game road trip as he 
continues to recover from a lower-body injury suffered April 
16 at Colorado, and Brind’Amour had no update Tuesday on 
his status. 

The importance of winning the division was gaining the 
home-ice advantage in both the first two rounds, if Carolina 
advances. The Florida Panthers, the Atlantic Division 
champs, lead the Eastern Conference with 120 points. 

The game Tuesday had Kochetkov matching saves against 
Shesterkin, a Vezina Trophy candidate and possibly the 
favorite to win. The game had high-skill plays and had some 
playoff-quality physicality and scuffles. 

Trocheck, after sitting out a game, returned to have a goal 
and assist and gave the Canes the game’s first score in the 
second period off a Brady Skjei feed. That came after the 
Canes’ top-ranked penalty kill had been tested by three 
straight penalties that gave the Rangers the chance to take 
the first lead, late in the first and early in the second. 

The Canes made it 2-0 in the second when a Derek Stepan 
shot glanced off Jordan Martinook in front of Shesterkin -- “It 
hit my big bicep,” Martinook later quipped. Teuvo Teravainen 
scored late in the second -- his 100th career goal with the 
Canes -- and Sebastian Aho made it 4-1 in the third with his 
37th of the season. 

Chris Kreider scored his 52nd for the Rangers (51-23-6), 
who despite having Artemi Panarin and Andrew Copp leave 
the game with injuries made it interesting late. Jacob Trouba 
scored in the third and Alexis Lafreniere after Shesterkin was 
pulled for a sixth attacker, but there would be no tying goal 
against Kochetkov. 

“He’s got confidence, he’s got a little swagger to him,” Skjei 
said. 
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Raanta to serve as Canes’ backup goalie in Rangers game as Kochetkov start 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ goaltending situation isn’t as 
serious as first feared. 

Goaltender Antti Raanta was at the team’s morning skate 
Tuesday at New York’s Madison Square Garden, and Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said he would be the backup to 
starting goalie Pyotr Kochetkov against the Rangers on 
Tuesday night. 

Raanta left Sunday’s road game against the New York 
Islanders with an undisclosed lower-body injury. With goalie 
Frederik Andersen sidelined since April 16, also with a lower-
body injury, the Canes were in the position of potentially 
being without both veterans near the start of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

But Raanta was on the ice Tuesday, which Brind’Amour said 
was “good to see.” 

“There’s obviously nothing serious there, which is obviously 
huge,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that’s he’s 100 
percent. I think he’s still a little nicked up. He can play if we 
needed him to.” 

The Canes (52-20-8) can clinch the Metropolitan Division title 
over the Rangers with a victory. Andersen was the winning 
goalie two weeks ago when the Canes beat the Rangers 4-2 
at the Garden. 

Brind’Amour had no further update on Andersen, who he 
said remained in Raleigh to recover while the team was on 
its three-game road trip. He said he should know more 
Wednesday. 

Kochetkov, recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL on 
an emergency basis, made his NHL debut Saturday as the 
Canes edged the New Jersey Devils in overtime, and won 
again Sunday after relieving Raanta. He faced 27 shots in 
the two games as the Canes were effective in limiting the 
Devils’ and Islanders’ offensive chances. 

“He’s going to be a great goalie, you can already tell,” Canes 
defenseman Brendan Smith said Tuesday. 

Kochetkov speaks very little English, but Smith said he “picks 
it up quick” and that the language barrier is not a detriment 
on the ice in the communication between goalie and D-men. 

“He understands way more than he talks,” Smith said. “He’ll 
understand what we say.” 
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Hurricanes beat Rangers to win Metro, set team records 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Hurricanes built their record-setting regular season on a 
few key pillars: balanced scoring, ferocious penalty killing 
and timely goaltending. 

So it was fitting that those three things were instrumental in 
their 4-3 win over the Rangers on Tuesday in New York. 

Carolina got goals from four different players, was a perfect 
3-for-3 on the penalty kill and rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
won for the third time in four nights as the Hurricanes 
clinched the Metropolitan Division and set new franchise 
records for wins and points in a season. 

“I think you probably need to take a minute and just realize 
that it’s been a pretty darn good year,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ve done what we wanted to do. I think 
what’s great is guys aren’t really that excited about it. We 
know that there’s bigger things that we’re trying to 
accomplish.” 

As it has been much of the season, it was the penalty kill that 
delivered at a key juncture. 

The Hurricanes killed off six minutes of penalties in 7:09 of 
ice time spanning across the first and second periods, 
limiting the Rangers to four shots on goal. 

“That’s totally the game,” Brind’Amour said. “It is the game 
for me because they get one there, everything changes. The 
crowd gets into it, we’re behind the eight ball — the game’s 
totally different. So that was a crucial part of the game.” 

Ninety-eight seconds later, Carolina took a lead it wouldn’t 
relinquish. 

It started with Brady Skjei using a tight gap to force a neutral 
zone turnover and get the puck back into the Rangers zone. 

He then got the puck back at the top of the right circle and 
passed to Vincent Trocheck below the other dot for a one-
timer that gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 7:05 of the second 
period. 

Another former Rangers player then got involved when 
Derek Stepan ripped a one-timer from the right circle that 
grazed Jordan Martinook for a 2-0 lead at 13:48. 

“It got me in the big bicep,” Martinook joked of his fifth goal of 
the season. 

New York answered just over three minutes later when, after 
a dominant shift in the Rangers zone, Seth Jarvis turned the 
puck over and the puck went the other way. Frank Vatrano 
pushed the puck ahead to Chris Kreider, who scored his 
52nd goal of the season at 16:56 to halve the lead. 

But the Hurricanes extended the lead back to two 83 
seconds later when Teuvo Teravainen called his own 
number on a 2-on-1 and beat Igor Shesterkin (31 saves) for 
his 100th goal with Carolina at 18:19 of the middle frame. 

The Hurricanes jumped right back on the gas in the third, 
scoring their second 4-on-4 goal of the season when 
Sebastian Aho got his 37th of the season by pouncing on a 
loose puck and firing it past Shesterkin just 32 seconds into 
the third period to extend the lead to 4-1. 

Shortly after, Kochetkov (31 saves) took the spotlight with a 
Dominik Hasek-like display, making an acrobatic toe save 
before shedding his stick and flopping on the ice to keep the 
Rangers from regaining momentum. 

“He’s just got confidence,” Skjei said of Kochetkov. “He’s got 
a little swagger to him that I think you need as a goalie, 
especially with the way he’s been kind of thrown into the 
game. So it’s been great, and he’s done a really good job for 
us.” 

New York goals by Jacob Trouba and Alexis Lafreniere in 
the final seven minutes made things interesting, but Carolina 
wound down the clock to clinch their first Metropolitan 
Division title and set new team records with 53 wins and 114 
points — breaking the marks held by the 2005-06 team 
captained by Brind’Amour that won the franchise’s lone 
Stanley Cup. 

“It’s just it’s kind of hard to be too excited about it because 
nobody’s really going to care about this,” Brind’Amour said 
with eyes, as always, on the ultimate goal. “It’s all about the 
next phase.” 

Carolina will have one more game — at home Thursday 
against the Devils — before shifting its focus to the 
postseason. The Bruins, who eliminated the Hurricanes in 
the 2019 and 2020 playoffs, are the likely first-round 
opponent. Boston trails Tampa Bay by three points for third 
place in the Atlantic Division with each team having two 
games remaining. 

If the Bruins catch the Lightning, Tampa Bay — which 
knocked out the Hurricanes in last year’s postseason — 
would fall to the first wild card spot and face Carolina in the 
opening round. Either way, Games 1 and 2 of that series will 
be at PNC Arena, as will a potential second-round series 
now that the Hurricanes are division champs. 

“When I first came here, to make the playoffs, that was the 
pinnacle for that year,” Martinook said. “And now it’s division 
champs two years in a row. … The standard has been set, 
and obviously we’re looking forward to the next chapter 
here.” 
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Notes: Teravainen finished with seven shots, one shy of his 
career high. … Skjei had two assists, the eighth time this 
season he has had a multipoint game. His previous high was 
five multipoint games in 2016-17. … Jarvis matched a career 

high with six shots on goal. … Kotchetkov is now 3-0-0 with a 
.902 save percentage and 2.42 goals-against average in the 
NHL.

 

Recap: Canes Win Metropolitan Division Title With Win Over Rangers 

By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes claimed a 
division title for the second straight year Tuesday, after 
earning a 4-3 victory over the New York Rangers.  

While the first period moved by without either team finding 
the back of the net, this was of note for Carolina, who turned 
to rookie Pyotr Kochetkov for the third time in four days in 
net. 

After winning his NHL debut Saturday in New Jersey, the 22-
year-old then picked up a victory in relief on Long Island the 
very next day after an injury to Antti Raanta forced him out of 
the game. With Raanta not 100% for tonight's matchup, the 
2019 second round draft pick became a storyline early, 
weathering a storm against a potent New York offense in the 
opening minutes of the game to hold them off the board. 

Kochetkov was also an integral part of one of the most 
pivotal stretches of play from the night, which began in the 
second period when the team had to kill off back-to-back-to-
back penalties within a span of 7:08. New York, who 
possesses the league's third best power play, was given 
three tries to open the night's scoring, but in the end it turned 
out to be a momentum swing for the visitors courtesy of their 
penalty kill. 

Fewer than two minutes after the Canes killed off the third 
minor, a dazzling connection between Brady Skjei and 
Vincent Trocheck gave the game's first goal to Carolina. 

Minutes later, a Derek Stepan drive from the circle glanced 
off of Jordan Martinook's arm and in, advancing their lead to 
2-0. 

Before they could take that advantage back to the locker 
room for the second intermission, New York was able to get 
on the board though, coming after Chris Kreider got to a 
loose puck and slipped one by Kochetkov on his backhand. 

However, just as New York was feeling like they had life for 
the third, a quick response courtesy of Teuvo Teravainen 
reestablished Carolina's two-goal lead. 

Taking their 3-1 score into the third, Sebastian Aho and Seth 
Jarvis then tacked on another just 32 seconds into the final 
frame of regulation. 

That marker, Aho's 400th career point, wound up serving as 
the game-winning goal for the evening. New York was able 
to get a shot from the point by Kochetkov and then make 
things interesting with the extra attacker on late, but the final 
horn eventually came and the Canes hung on for a 4-3 
victory. 

The win officially clinched the Metropolitan Division title for 
the team, their second divisional championship in as many 
years. They'll now have home ice advantage through at least 
the first two rounds of the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

They Said It: 

Rod Brind'Amour's opening remarks after capturing the 
division title and what it means... 

"You probably need to take a minute and realize that it's 
been a pretty darn good year. We've done what we've 
wanted to do. What's great is guys aren't really that excited 
about it. We know that there are bigger things that we are 
trying to accomplish. We set out to be the best and we're at 
the top of our division, which is great, but it's an 
accomplishment and we'll enjoy it for a little while, but we'll 
get right back at it tomorrow." 

Jordan Martinook describing Kochetkov coming into a high 
pressure situation and handling it in stride... 

"He doesn't speak a whole lot of English, but when he does, 
he makes you laugh. You can tell the language barrier is 
there, but you understand him and he understands you. 
Hockey is such a universal game and whenever he's playing 
like that, we love him. He's been great so far." 

Brady Skjei on the seven-minute penalty kill swing in the 
second period... 

"That was huge. Our penalty kill has been really good all 
year. We don't want to have to rely on it that much with all 
the penalties we've taken, but it's been one our strengths all 
year was good." 

What's Next?: 

After five days in New York City, the Canes finally make their 
way back to Raleigh post-game. They are scheduled to be 
off on Wednesday and will return to work Thursday, hosting 
New Jersey for their final regular season game. 

Bonus Notes: 

 This evening was Max Domi's 500th NHL game. 

 Teuvo Teravainen's goal was his 100th as a 
member of the Canes. 

 Kochetkov finished with 31 stops on 34 shots at the 
final horn. 

 The win gives Carolina 53 wins and 114 points on 
the season, both new franchise records.
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Preview: Canes at Rangers 

By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes can clinch the 
top spot in the Metropolitan Division going into the 2022 
Stanley Cup Playoffs tonight with a win over the New York 
Rangers. 

When: Tuesday, April 26, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App  

Canes Record: 52-20-8 (112 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 5-2 Win over the New York Islanders on 
Sunday, April 25. 

Rangers Record: 51-22-6 (108 Points, 2nd - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Rangers Last Game: 3-1 Loss to the Boston Bruins on 
Saturday, April 24. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:   

 Friday, January 21: Tony DeAngelo records three 
points against his former team en route to a 6-3 
Canes victory. 

 Sunday, March 20: Alex Georgiev posts a 44-save 
shutout, backstopping New York to a 2-0 win. 

 Tuesday, April 12: The Canes score three times in 
the third period to take a 4-2 victory. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes Got off to a great start Sunday on 
Long Island, taking a two-goal lead in the first. Then, in the 
second, they not only lost their lead, they lost starting 
goaltender Antti Raanta due to injury as well. In came Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who, after allowing a goal on his first shot 
against, shut the door in relief. The 22-year-old rookie made 
seven stops over the remaining 34 minutes, going on to earn 
his second NHL win in his second appearance after Max 
Domi scored the game-winning goal to start the third. 

Cardiac Canes: Sunday's victory was the third victory in four 
days for Carolina, who managed to earn their wins in unique 
ways each time out. Thursday at home against Winnipeg 
they trailed 2-0 with one minute to go in the second period of 
play. Saturday in New Jersey they scored twice in the final 
4:36 of regulation to force overtime. As the saying goes, 
"good teams find ways to win" and that's what the group has 
done within the past week. 

Goaltending Depth Tested: While his status for tonight's 
game remains unknown, the Raanta situation still warrants a 
look at the entire landscape of the position within the 
organization. Frederik Andersen is set to be reevaluated 
within the next few days after suffering a lower-body injury on 
Saturday, April 16 in Denver. Alex Lyon, who has led the 

team's AHL affiliate in Chicago in games played this season, 
also suffered an injury this month and is currently tabbed as 
"hopeful to return for playoffs". Eetu Makinemi, who started 
the season 11-2-1 in Chicago (AHL), went down with an 
injury in December and has not played since. Beck Warm, 
who was the next available option after Makiniemi, has not 
played since February due to injury. So, after Kochetkov, 
Jack LaFontaine, who signed with the team mid-season 
while playing for the Minnesota Golden Gophers, are the 
only other two healthy and available netminder under 
contract. 

Let The Kid Cook: Rookie Seth Jarvis scored one of 
Carolina's first period goals on Sunday, moving his current 
point streak to five games for the first time in his NHL career. 
It was also the third consecutive game of the streak that has 
involved a goal. 

Power Play Momentum: After starting the month 0-for-17 on 
the man advantage, Carolina has made strides forward as of 
late. Scoring in three of their last five, the power play has 
been pinpointed as something to get right before the playoffs 
begin next week. 

Playing The Full 60: The Canes have a league-best +46 goal 
differential in the third period thus far this season. Including a 
10-1 ratio within the last week alone, the group has proven to 
never be out of games in the third, while at the same time 
displaying a killer instinct to put teams away. 

500 For Domi: Forward Max Domi will play in his 500th NHL 
game tonight. Carolina's 2022 Trade Deadline Day 
acquisition was drafted 12th overall by Phoenix in 2013 and 
now ten years later has played for a total of four 
organizations. He played 222 games with Arizona, 153 with 
Montreal, 107 with Columbus and tonight will be his 18th as 
a member of the Canes. 

A Look At The Other Side: The Rangers fell two points 
behind Carolina in the division on Saturday after losing to the 
Boston Bruins, 3-1. Then, the Canes win Sunday on Long 
Island put them four back. Whether they get into the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs as the number one or number two seed from 
the Metro, the Rangers will be a serious threat to any 
opponent. Goaltender Igor Shesterkin remains in the driver's 
seat to win the Vezina Trophy as the league's best goalie, 
currently pacing the league in both save percentage (.936 
SV) and goals against average (2.03). However, they're not 
just a defensive one-trick pony. Their power play ranks third 
in the league at 26.2% and they have the skater with the 
third-most goals in the league in Chris Kreider (51) 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Tonight will be Max Domi's 500th 
NHL game. Teuvo Teravainen is one goal shy of 100 as a 
member of the team. Sebastian Aho is one point shy of 400 
for his NHL career. 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters today. 
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Hurricanes clinch Metropolitan Division title, defeat Rangers 

By Dan Rosen 

NEW YORK -- The Carolina Hurricanes clinched first place in 
the Metropolitan Division when Pyotr Kochetkov made 31 
saves in a 4-3 win against the New York Rangers at Madison 
Square Garden on Tuesday. 

The Hurricanes (53-20-8), who have won five straight 
games, set a team record for wins (53) and points (114) in a 
single season and will finish first in their division in back-to-
back seasons for the first time. They were first in the 
Discover Central Division last season. 

"I tried to say it in there with the guys, that's a pretty big 
accomplishment, but it's just not been our goal from Day 1," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Even though we had 
82 games to try to come in first, it's kind of hard to be too 
excited about it because nobody is really going to care about 
this.  

"It's all about the next thing. But it is a big accomplishment. 
This is a long run. It's been six or seven months of just 
grinding it out. We should enjoy it for a night." 

Vincent Trocheck had a goal and an assist, and Sebastian 
Aho scored for his 400th NHL point (182 goals, 218 assists). 

Kochetkov made his second NHL start and third straight 
appearance. He is 3-0-0 with six goals against on 61 shots. 

"I think we're pleasantly surprised with Pyotr just because we 
had no idea," Brind'Amour said. "Nobody did. It's been a 
good story so far." 

Kochetkov is playing because Frederik Andersen has missed 
five straight games with a lower-body injury. Antti Raanta 
was the backup Tuesday, but he too wasn't 100 percent, 
Brind'Amour said, because of a lower-body injury sustained 
Sunday. 

"He's just got confidence, a little swagger to him that I think 
you need as a goalie, especially with the way he's been 
thrown into the games," Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei 
said of Kochetkov. 

Igor Shesterkin made 32 saves and Chris Kreider scored his 
52nd goal for the Rangers (51-23-6), who scored twice in the 
last 6:48 but lost their second straight game and will finish 
second in the Metropolitan Division.  

Forwards Artemi Panarin and Andrew Copp were injured in 
the second period and did not return for precautionary 
reasons with the Stanley Cup Playoffs set to begin next 
week, New York coach Gerard Gallant said. 

"I think if it was next week, one of those (playoff) games, 
both of them would have been back," Gallant said. 

Panarin left with an upper-body injury with 15:08 remaining in 
the period. Copp, who was initially a game-time decision with 
a lower-body injury that caused him to miss New York's 3-1 
loss at the Boston Bruins on Saturday, left with a lower-body 
injury with 12:23 left in the second. 

Gallant said he wasn't sure if it was the same lower-body 
injury that impacted Copp. 

"Should be fine, being cautious," Gallant said of both players. 
"I hate to see it, but I'd sooner be cautious than not have 
them for when the games really matter." 

Kreider said it is disappointing to miss out on first place in the 
division, especially with two losses at home against the 
Hurricanes in a span of 14 days. Carolina won 4-2 on April 
12. 

"Tough pill to swallow, a couple close ones against a team 
that is just ahead of us in the standings the last couple of 
weeks," he said. "We're a competitive group. We wanted to 
win that game." 

Trocheck gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 7:05 of the second 
period. The goal came 1:38 after the Hurricanes finished 
killing the third of three consecutive Rangers power plays 
going back to 18:18 of the first period.  

"If they get one there everything changes," Brind'Amour said. 
"Crowd gets into and we're behind the eight ball, game is 
totally different. That was a crucial part of the game." 

Jordan Martinook made it 2-0 at 13:48 of the second, scoring 
on a deflection of Derek Stepan's shot from the right circle. 

"It got me in the big bicep," Martinook said. 

Kreider cut it to 2-1 at 16:56, but Teuvo Teravainen restored 
Carolina's two-goal lead 1:23 later, making it 3-1. 

Aho scored 32 seconds into the third period to extend the 
lead to 4-1. 

Jacob Trouba cut the lead to 4-2 at 13:12 with a wrist shot 
that went in off Jesper Fast. 

Alexis Lafreniere made it 4-3 at 18:58 with a 6-on-5 goal, but 
the Hurricanes killed the last 1:02. 

"Three weeks ago we were getting a little worried there and 
obviously the last four or five [games] we've kind of righted 
the ship," Martinook said. "Super proud of everyone in 
there." 
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NOTES: Hurricanes forward Max Domi played his 500th NHL 
game. … Teravainen's goal was his 100th with the 
Hurricanes. … Kreider won the Steven McDonald Extra 
Effort Award, which is voted on by the fans and has been 
given to the Rangers player who "goes above and beyond 
the call of duty" every season since 1987-88 The award is 
named for former New York City Police Detective Steven 
McDonald, who was shot and injured in the line of duty on 
July 12, 1986. He died Jan. 10, 2017. … With his 52nd goal 
of the season, Kreider ties Adam Graves (1993-94) for 

second most goals scored in a single season in franchise 
history. He is two goals shy of tying Jaromir Jagr's record of 
54. … Kreider has six points (two goals, four assists) during 
a five-game point streak. … Trouba has scored 11 goals, 
setting a new career high. He scored 10 goals in 2013-14 as 
a rookie with the Winnipeg Jets. … Mika Zibanejad had one 
assist to extend his point streak to five games (six points; two 
goals, four assists). … Carolina forward Seth Jarvis had one 
assist to extend his point streak to six games (six points; 
three goals, three assists). 

 

 

 

 

New Jersey faces Carolina, seeks to halt 4-game slide 

New Jersey Devils (27-44-9, seventh in the Metropolitan) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (53-20-8, first in the Metropolitan) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

BOTTOM LINE: New Jersey heads into the matchup with 
Carolina after losing four in a row. 

The Hurricanes are 29-14-6 against Eastern Conference 
opponents. Carolina ranks fourth in the Eastern Conference 
averaging 5.8 assists per game, led by Tony DeAngelo with 
0.6. 

The Devils are 9-13-3 against the rest of their division. New 
Jersey has scored 239 goals and is 10th in the Eastern 
Conference averaging 3.0 goals per game. Jack Hughes 
leads the team with 26. 

In their last meeting on April 23, Carolina won 3-2. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes 
with 80 points, scoring 37 goals and adding 43 assists. Seth 
Jarvis has 9 points over the last 10 games for Carolina. 

Jesper Bratt leads the Devils with 46 total assists and has 71 
points. Nico Hischier has seven assists over the last 10 
games for New Jersey. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.5 goals, 
six assists, 4.3 penalties and 9.7 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.8 goals per game with an .893 save percentage. 

Devils: 3-4-3, averaging 2.8 goals, 5.1 assists, 2.8 penalties 
and 5.6 penalty minutes while allowing 3.2 goals per game 
with an .889 save percentage. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: out 
(undisclosed), Vincent Trocheck: day to day (rest), Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi: day to day (undisclosed). 

Devils: Fabian Zetterlund: day to day (undisclosed), Miles 
Wood: out for season (hip), Jack Hughes: out for season 
(knee), P.K. Subban: out (illness), Jonas Siegenthaler: out 
for season (hand), Nico Hischier: out (illness). 
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Hurricanes beat Rangers 4-3, win Metropolitan Division title 

By Vin Cherwoo 

NEW YORK (AP) — Vincent Trochek had a goal and an 
assist, rookie Pyotr Kochetkov stopped 31 shots and the 
Carolina Hurricanes beat the New York Rangers 4-3 
Tuesday night to win their fifth straight and clinch the 
Metropolitan Division title. 

Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Jordan Martinook 
also scored for Carolina, and Brady Skjei had two assists. 
The Hurricanes, who won their second straight division title 
after winning the realigned Central Division in last year’s 
shortened season, set franchise records with 53 wins and 
114 points, topping marks set in 2005-06.  

“I think you probably need to take a minute and just realize 
that it’s a pretty darn good year, we’ve done what we wanted 
to do,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “What’s 
great is guys aren’t really that excited about it. They know 
there’s bigger things we’re trying to accomplish.” 

This was matchup of the top two teams in the Metropolitan 
with first place within reach for the Rangers. Instead, the 
Hurricanes beat them for the third time in four meetings this 
season — including twice at Madison Square Garden in 15 
days — to take the division. 

“I look forward to these kind of games,” Skjei said. “This was 
a huge win for us. We are very pumped up that we won the 
division.” 

Kochetkov, making his second career start and third straight 
appearance, had 11 saves in the first period, 11 in the 
second and nine in the third to improve to 3-0-0. 

“It’s a great story, hopefully it continues,” Brind’Amour said of 
the 22-year-old goalie. “Nothing is fazing him. He looks like 
he belongs.” 

Chris Kreider scored his 52nd goal for the Rangers, who 
have lost two straight and three of seven and are assured of 
finishing second in the Metropolitan. Jacob Trouba and 
Alexis Lafrenière also scored, and Igor Shesterkin finished 
with 31 saves.  

“At times I didn’t like our game, but overall we battled back,” 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. “We know where we’re 
going to finish. ... First, second, wherever you finish, you’re 
going to play a great team (in the playoffs).” 

Aho pounced on a loose puck and fired a shot past 
Shesterkin for his team-leading 37th of the season 32 
seconds into the third to push Carolina’s lead to 4-1.  

Trouba pulled the Rangers back within two as he scored 
from the right point for his career-high 11th with 6:48 left. 

With Shesterkin pulled for an extra skater, Lafrenière scored 
on a one-timer from the right side with 1:02 left to get the 
Rangers within one. It was his 18th. 

After a scoreless first period, the Hurricanes took control with 
three goals in the second. 

The Rangers had three power plays in a 7:09 stretch from 
late in the first period to early in the second. They managed 

four shots on goal on the advantages but couldn’t break 
through against the league’s top penalty-killing unit. 

“It’s the game right there,” Brind’Amour said. “They get one 
there, everything changes. The crowd gets into it, we’re 
behind the 8-ball, the game’s totally different. That was a 
crucial part of the game.” 

Trochek then gave the Hurricanes the lead as he beat 
Shesterkin with a slap shot from the left circle off a pass from 
Skjei — one of six former Rangers on the Carolina roster — 
at 7:05 of the middle period. It was his 21st of the season. 

Martinook made it 2-0 with 6:12 remaining in the second as 
he deflected a shot by Derek Stepan, another former 
Ranger, from the right circle past Shesterkin. It was 
Martinook’s fifth. 

“It got me in the big bicep,” Martinook said of his deflection.  

Kreider pulled the Rangers back within one as he put a 
backhander past Kochetkov with 3:02 left. It tied Adam 
Graves (1993-94) for the second-most goals in a single 
season in franchise history, just two behind the record set by 
Jaromir Jagr in 2005-06. 

“It’s a hard thing to reflect on after that game ... after a loss 
like that,” Kreider said. 

Teravainen restored Carolina’s two-goal as he skated in the 
left circle and beat Shesterkin for is 21st with 1:41 to go in 
the period. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Rangers 14-11 in the first period 
with both goalies making several nice stops. 

MCDONALD WINNER 

Kreider was announced as the Rangers’ winner of the 2022 
Steven McDonald “Extra Effort” Award. The award, named 
for the former NYPD detective shot and injured on the job in 
1986, is given annually to a Rangers player selected in fan 
voting who “goes above and beyond the call of duty.” 
McDonald’s widow Patti and son Connor — an NYPD 
sergeant— were in attendance to present the award. 

MILESTONES 

Kreider’s goal was the 229th of his career, breaking a tie with 
Bill Cook for 10th place in franchise history. ... Aho’s goal 
gave him 400 career points. ... Teravainen got his 100th goal 
with the Hurricanes. ... Carolina F Max Domi played in his 
500th career game. 

SHORT-HANDED 

The Rangers were two men down in the third period after 
announcing forward Artemi Panarin (upper body injury) and 
Andrew Copp (lower body injury) would not return to the 
game.  

“(They) should be fine,” Gallant said. “Just being cautious.” 

UP NEXT 

Hurricanes: Host New Jersey on Thursday night to close the 
regular season. 
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Rangers: Host Montreal on Wednesday night before 
wrapping up the regular season Friday against Washington. 

 

 

 

Carolina clinches division title with win at MSG 

By Ryan Henkel  

Do you like dramatic irony? 

Well, if you do, I have a tale for you. 

In an arena that had haunted them for over a decade, the 
Carolina Hurricanes set a franchise record for wins and 
points in a season. The Canes, thanks to a 4-3 win over the 
New York Rangers at Madison Square Garden Tuesday 
night, also became the Metropolitan Division champions, 
marking them as back-to-back division* champions. 

*THEY WON THE CENTRAL DIVISION LAST SEASON 
WHEN THE NHL RESTRUCTURED THE LEAGUE DUE TO 
COVID-19. 

Early on, it was a back and forth affair with the two teams 
exchanging chances, but the two young, Russian netminders 
— Pyotr Kochetkov and Igor Shesterkin — between the 
pipes for each team were the stars of the opening 20 
minutes. 

Then to start the second period, the Hurricanes were already 
on the penalty kill. They killed that penalty and then they 
were immediately penalized again. And then they killed that 
one off and were penalized again. 

So Carolina had to spend nearly six straight minutes 
shorthanded against a potent Rangers power play. However, 
the Hurricanes killers and Kochetkov managed to come out 
unscathed. 

That’s when they struck. 

With Brady Skjei running the offense, the defenseman 
passed the puck down to Nino Niederreiter behind the net, 
who got it back to Skjei in the slot, who then laced it to 
Vincent Trocheck for the one-timer feed. 

And not long after that, the Hurricanes built on their lead as 
Martin Necas fed Derek Stepan in the slot and the shot 
ricocheted in off of Jordan Martinook’s net-front bicep. 

The Hurricanes were buzzing form there, with the Staal line 
and Aho line generating heavy possession shifts, one after 
the other, but Shesterkin held his ground. 

But then Seth Jarvis got a little overzealous with the 
undersized winger attempting to walk the blueline one-
handed. The ensuing defensive poke check sprung the 
Rangers on a breakaway and Chris Kreider beat out 
Kochetkov’s poke check attempt for his 52nd goal of the 
year. 

It seemed like New York was right back in the game, but a 
timely goal by Teuvo Teravainen knocked the wind out of 
their sails.  

Skjei knocked a Ranger stretch pass back into the neutral 
zone where Trocheck one-touched the puck to Teravainen to 
spring a 2-on-1. Teravainen faked the pass across and then 
sniped it past Shesterkin to push his team’s lead back to two. 

A whirlwind period saw the visiting team sitting pretty after 40 
minutes, and another strong start into the third made them 
feel fairly comfortable.  

Playing at 4-on-4 to start the period, Jarvis entered the 
Rangers zone and tried to go around the Rangers 
defenseman, but the puck was knocked off of his stick. 
However, Aho was following the play and hammered home 
the loose puck. 

The Canes kept coming from there, but Shesterkin made 
some key stops to keep his team treading water. 

Then the Rangers got a fortunate bounce as Jacob Trouba 
let a shot go from the blueline that careened off of two 
Hurricanes defenders in past Kochetkov.  

And that’s when Carolina was pushed back onto its heels. 
New York started applying the pressure and with the extra 
attacker on the ice, they broke through again. After Jordan 
Staal lost a board battle to Adam Fox, the reigning Norris 
winner hit Alexis Lafreniere on the backdoor to cut the lead 
to just one. 

Despite a few more close calls, the Hurricanes were able to 
shut it down from there and claim not only the victory, but the 
Metropolitan Division title as well. 

The Hurricanes’ last game of the regular season will be at 
home at PNC Arena as they host the New Jersey Devils on 
Thursday at 7 p.m. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Skjei, Martinook on clinching division title 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes clinched the Metropolitan Division 
with a 4-3 win over the New York Rangers at MSG. 

Pyotr Kochetkov made 31 saves for his third straight win and 
both Vincet Trocheck and Brady Skjei had multi-point nights. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Skjei and Jordan Martinook spoke with the media. Here’s 
what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On taking the time to appreciate the accolades of a strong 
regular season: You probably need to take a minute and just 
realize that it has been a pretty darn good year. We’ve done 
what we wanted to do. What’s great is that the guys aren’t 
really that excited about it. We know that there’s better things 
that we’re trying to accomplish, but we set out wanting to be 
the best after 82 games. Now we’re the top of our division, 
which is great. That’s a huge accomplishment and you’ll 
enjoy it for a little while, but we’ll be right back at it here 
tomorrow. We know we’re trying to do bigger and better 
things. 

On the character of the team and they way they’d battled 
through adversity all season: It’s nothing about me and I’ve 
said this from day one. When you have a good group that 
buys in to what we’re trying to accomplish as a team, good 
things can happen. I think it gives you a pretty good chance 
and that’s kind of what we’ve done all year. I’m proud of the 
group because of how they prepare, how they come to work 
every day and that makes my job really easy. 

On Pyotr Kochetkov: It’s unreal. It’s a great story. Hopefully it 
continues. He looks like nothing is fazing him and he looks 
like he belongs. Good on him. We hope it continues, but he’s 
been great. 

On finishing the season strong even in a rough patch: 
Everyone always talks about it. You have to go through 
some tough times to grow and this year had been pretty 
easy, breezy for us when you really look at it until this all hit 
at once. I expected this though. I didn’t think we would just 
cave because we had all of our goalies out. No. Our guys are 
a pretty solid group and I think we’re pleasantly surprised 
with Pyotr just because we had no idea there. Nobody did. 
It’s been a good story so far for sure. 

On if Kochetkov has given him confidence if he had to start 
him Game 1: That’s a lot to ask, but he come in here, in a 
pretty big game, and I think he handled himself pretty well. 
The good news about all of this stuff is that even though 
you’re forced to throw him in, where there was no chance 
he’d have been playing if we didn’t have these injuries, and 
you’re getting to see that if we had to, we’d feel pretty good 
about it. 

On the three straight kills in the second being a vital point in 
the game: That’s totally the game for me because if they get 
one there, everything changes. Crowd gets into it and maybe 
we’re behind the eight ball. Game’s totally different. But it 
was crucial part of the game and then we got a couple and 
kind of cruised through until the last five minutes. Obviously 

a little squirrelly there, but a pretty good effort all the way 
around. 

On the challenges of playing against the Rangers: It’s kind of 
like if you take a penalty, and you could be playing a great 
game against them, but then boom, boom. For me it’s that 
firepower that they can get real quick, especially on the 
power play. That’s a dangerous weapon they have and I 
think that was the difference in the game. Not letting that be 
a factor in the game. 

On if he thought that the Rangers would be here at the end 
of the year: I did. It’s all quality players, but I think the 
surprise was maybe how well the goalie played. That’s a big 
part of that team and I think maybe that was more of a 
surprise because he was still a little unknown and a young 
guy, but he’s played lights out. That position is so important, 
especially with a team with so many skilled guys, because it 
allows them to play their game. If you get behind it all of a 
sudden changes your game, but if you can just keep rolling 
and your goalie is making saves, it does a lot for your group. 

On what having a franchise best in points and wins in a 
season means for him: Like I said, you should take a minute 
— and I tried to say that in there with the guys — because 
it’s a pretty big accomplishment. But it’s just not been our 
goal from day one. Even though we had 82 games to try to 
come first, it’s pretty hard to be too excited about it because 
nobody is really going to care about this. It’s all about the 
next phase, but this is an accomplishment. It’s been a long 
run. Six to seven months of grinding it out and what do we 
really get out of it? So we should enjoy it for a night 

Brady Skjei 

On if it was a little sweeter clinching the division against his 
old team: Obviously I look forward to these kinds of games 
with having been there for a while and knowing all the guys 
on that team. It was a huge win for us and we’re very 
pumped up that we won the division. 

On winning the division: It feels great. It gives you some 
confidence knowing that you’re playing well as a team and 
that you played well throughout the whole entire year. It was 
obviously a goal of ours going into the season to accomplish 
it. It means a lot, but we’re really pumped up. 

On having a breakout season offensively: I feel like I’ve 
gotten some good bounces here and there that guys have 
been scoring on. I think I’ve been getting pucks to the net 
which is something I worked on. Getting pucks at least 
through that two layers of defenders. If you get it there, we 
usually get some chaos in front with our forwards with how 
hard they go to the net. So, I’ve gotten a few points doing 
that. I just want to do whatever I can to help the team win 
and obviously I’ve been lucky enough to get some points on 
the board as well. 

On killing off the three straight penalties in the second 
period: That was huge. Our PK has been really good all year. 
We don’t want to rely on it too much with all of those 
penalties we’re taking, but it’s been one of our strengths all 
year to kill those off and against a really good power play 
tonight. It was good. 
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On Pyor Kochetkov: He was good. Really good. He made 
some really good saves. He’s got confidence and a little 
swagger to him that I think you need as a goalie, with the 
way he’s been playing. Kind of thrown into those games, but 
it’s been great and he’s done a really good job for us. 

On adapting to goalies who have such different styles: 
Honestly we don’t think about it that much. I’ve been 
confident if it’s been [Andersen], or [Raanta] or [Kochetkov]. 
They’ve all been really solid for us and for us d-men, it 
makes our job easier knowing you have a guy back there 
that’s going to make a big save. 

On being part of the Hurricanes’ culture: I’m just very grateful 
for the opportunity I’ve been put in. Teammates have been 
amazing. Playing with Pesce has been huge for me 
individually. He’s been an unbelievable defensemen — very 
underrated in the league — and for me to be able to play 
with him for these last couple of years has been really nice 
for me and my game. 

Jordan Martinook 

On his pride in being a part of the franchise’s turnaround: It 
was three weeks ago that we were getting a little worried. 
Obviously the last four or five we’ve kind of righted the ship 
and I’m super proud of everybody in there. When I first came 
here, to make the playoffs was the pinnacle for that year and 
now it’s division champs two years in a row. I know last year 
is last year, but the standard has been set and we’re looking 
forward to the next chapter here. 

On Pyotr Kochetkov: He doesn’t speak a whole bunch of 
English, but when he does he makes you laugh. You can just 
tell that the language barrier is there, but you understand him 
and he understands you. Hockey is such a universal game 

and when he’s playing like that, we love him. He’s been great 
so far and as advertised. 

On the importance of home ice in the playoffs: Well you’ve 
heard the building and I’ve said it to many people. I haven’t 
played in a rink that’s been as loud as PNC Arena. When 
playoff time rolls around... all year they’re loud, but when 
playoff time rolls around it gets nuts in there and it definitely 
energizes you. I can’t wait to see the Caniacs out and 
tailgating and getting ready for the first round here. 

On where his goal went off of on his body: It got me in my big 
bicep. 

On what he’s seen from the Rangers: I think a couple of guys 
went down tonight, but when they’re healthy, they’ve got four 
lines that they roll out that are skilled and fast and obviously 
the goaltending has been pretty great all year. They’ve built a 
good foundation here and they’re a great team and moving 
forward they’re doing pretty good here. 

On Brind’Amour establishing the playing style of the team: I 
think he’s set the standard ever since he came in. Since I 
came here, he’s demanded the way we play and when we 
come off of it, it’s noticeable. He’s been huge for the team 
and organization. He leads Hurricanes through every part of 
them. We know what to expect out of him and he usually 
knows what to expect out of us. 

On how Kochetkov has been funny: It’s just locker room 
banter. I was sitting next to him a little bit and he’d almost 
look at me to translate. Obviously I can’t translate, but I try to 
slow it down and dumb it down a little bit to make it easy 
English for him. It’s funny watching him interact with 
everyone. 
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Canes clinch division title with win over Rangers  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes held on for a division-clinching 4-3 
win over the New York Rangers at Madison Square Garden 
on Tuesday, April 26. 

The Canes (53-20-8) carried a 3-1 lead into the second 
intermission, but the Rangers (51-23-6) made the scoreline 
close with two goals in the final seven minutes. Carolina 
secured the win to earn the second seed in the Eastern 
Conference in the Stanley Cup playoffs, set to start on May 
2. 

“When I first came here, to make the playoffs was the 
pinnacle for that year,” said left wing Jordan Martinook. “Now 
it’s division champs two years in a row. I know last year is 
last year, but the standard has been set and we’re looking 
forward to the next chapter here.” 

The Metro matchup featured two young Russian goalies — 
Pyotr Kochetkov for the Hurricanes and Igor Shesterkin for 
New York — who performed quite well despite the high-
scoring affair. Kochetkov ultimately came away with the win, 
making 31 saves, including some highlight-reel plays to keep 
his team on the front foot. 

“It’s a great story,” said head coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
“Hopefully it continues. He looks like nothing is fazing him 
and he looks like he belongs.” 

The Canes did not do themselves any favors, however, as 
the end of the first period and beginning of the second were 
characterized by back-to-back-to-back penalties against 
Carolina. At a point where the then-scoreless game hung in 
the balance, the Hurricanes’ league-best penalty kill rose to 
the occasion by killing off all three penalties. 

“That was huge,” said defenseman Brady Skjei. “Our PK has 
been really good all year. We don’t want to rely on it too 
much with all of those penalties we’re taking, but it’s been 
one of our strengths all year to kill those off and against a 
really good power play tonight.” 

Center Vincent Trocheck teamed up with Skjei and right wing 
Nino Niederreiter to finally open the scoring after the trio of 
PKs. Niederreiter threaded the needle to Skjei, who dished a 
cross-ice pass for Trocheck to fire the puck into the exposed 
net. 

Martinook doubled the Carolina lead a few minutes later by 
taking a deflection off his body that found the net. The 
Rangers pulled one back within the final two minutes of the 
period, but left wing Teuvo Teräväinen pulled the momentum 
right back to the Canes’ side with a slick goal to make it 3-1. 

Center Sebastian Aho capped off the Hurricanes scoring with 
a goal just 32 seconds into the third period. The Rangers 
proceeded to slowly claw their way back into the game over 
the next 12 minutes and change until Jacob Trouba cut the 
Canes lead back to two. New York emptied its net for an 
extra attacker in the dying minutes, resulting in a 6-on-5 goal 
for Alexis Lafrenière with 1:02 to go, but Carolina nursed its 
4-3 lead through to the final buzzer. 

With one game left on its regular season schedule, Carolina 
is making its final preparations for the postseason. Now with 
the Metro division title in tow, the Canes have hit their stride 
again after a rough patch of games down the stretch. 

The Hurricanes will finish their regular season at home 
against the New Jersey Devils on Thursday, April 28. Puck 
drops at 7 p.m. 
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Hurricanes win Metropolitan Division title after 4-3 victory against Rangers in Madison 
Square Garden  

By Kayla Morton and Todd Gibson  

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. (WNCN) – The Carolina Hurricanes 
set franchise records with 53 wins and 114 points on 
Tuesday night in their 4-3 win against the New York 
Rangers, topping marks set in their 2005-06 Stanley Cup-
winning season. 

Carolina (53-20-8) wrapped up the Metropolitan Division with 
one game remaining ahead of the postseason, despite 
playing one more game than every other team in its division 
except one. The 114 points is six better than the second-
place Rangers (51-23-6). 

But the smooth sailing wasn’t like this even a few weeks ago. 

“Three weeks ago we were getting a little worried there,” left-
winger Jordan Martinook said. “The last four or five we’ve 
kind of righted the ship. When I first came here to make the 
playoffs was the pinnacle and now it’s division champs two 
years in a row.” 

The standard is much higher now.  

Center Vincent Trochek had a goal and an assist while 
center Sebastian Aho tallied the game-winner with his 37th 
goal of the season.  

But the real story, once again, was the play of rookie goalie 
Pyotr Kochetkov who turned away 31 Ranger shots in just 
his third appearance with the Hurricanes. 

“He’s done a really good job for us,” defenseman Brady Skjei 
said. “He’s got confidence, he’s got a little swagger to him 
that I think you need as a goalie with the way he’s been 
thrown into the game.” 

The win ensures the Hurricanes will have home-ice 
advantage when the playoffs begin next week. However, 
their opponent is not yet set. 

“That’s a pretty big accomplishment,” head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour of the Metropolitan Division title. “But it’s just not 
been our goal from day one. It’s kind of hard to not get 
excited, but we should enjoy it for one night.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260790047.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260768047.html 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/hurricanes-beat-rangers-to-win-metro-set-team-records/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-win-metropolitan-division-title-with-win-over-rangers/c-333449352 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-at-rangers/c-333408056 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-recap/c-333425988 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-business-sports-new-york-hockey-a86f4f21413178cd6eff0b71c51a5af3 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-jersey-north-carolina-hockey-371771263cec406eb83e85d760d01653 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/27/23044115/carolina-hurricanes-clinch-metropolitan-division-title-with-win-at-msg-kochetkov-trocheck-aho 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/26/23044024/they-said-it-brindamour-skjei-martinook-on-clinching-division-title-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-clinch-division-title-with-win-over-rangers/article_baba5210-c5e2-11ec-8dea-9b1212d93f5d.html 
https://www.cbs17.com/sports/carolina-hurricanes/hurricanes-win-metropolitan-division-title-after-4-3-victory-against-rangers-in-madison-square-

garden/ 
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Hurricanes beat Rangers, clinch Metro Division crown behind rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Canes are the best in the Metropolitan Division, the toughest in 
hockey. They clinched the Metro title with a 4-3 victory Tuesday over the 
New York Rangers at Madison Square Garden. 

They also did it with a rookie goalie, Pyotr Kochetkov, whose story added 
another intriguing, if unexpected chapter. 

Had goalie Frederik Andersen not been injured 10 days ago, Kochetkov 
would not have been called up from the American Hockey League. Had 
Antti Raanta not been injured Sunday, Kochetkov would not have been 
playing in a third straight game Tuesday or winning for a third straight 
time. 

But it has been as astounding confluence of events, a move made of 
necessity, and Kochetkov has made the most of it. Making 31 saves 
Tuesday in his matchup against the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin, he joined 
in the post-game celebration and was among the last to leave the ice 
before Vincent Trocheck jumped into Jaccob Slavin’s arms, as Trocheck 
does after victories. 

“It’s unreal,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s a great story and 
hopefully it continues. The way he looks, nothing fazes him. He looks like 
he belongs.” 

The Hurricanes (53-20-8) broke a couple of franchise records that have 
stood since 2006, then the Canes were Stanley Cup champions and 
Brind’Amour its team captain. They have 53 wins and 114 points, topping 
the 52 and 112 of the ‘06 team that put the big banner up in PNC Arena. 

“You probably need to take a minute and realize it’s been a pretty good 
darn year and we’ve done what we wanted to do,” Brind’Amour said. 
“What’s great is guys aren’t really excited about it. We know that there 
are bigger things we want to accomplish. 

“But when we set out we wanted to be the best in 82 games and we’re at 
the top of our division, which is great. That’s an accomplishment and we 
can enjoy it for a little while and we’ll get right back at it.” 

The Hurricanes have one game left in the regular season, at home 
Thursday against New Jersey. Who knows, Kochetkov might play in a 
fourth consecutive game. 

Raanta, to everyone’s relief with the Canes, was not seriously injured 
Sunday -- he left the game with 7:03 left in the second period -- and was 
able to be the backup goalie. Andersen did not make the three-game 
road trip as he continues to recover from a lower-body injury suffered 
April 16 at Colorado, and Brind’Amour had no update Tuesday on his 
status. 

The importance of winning the division was gaining the home-ice 
advantage in both the first two rounds, if Carolina advances. The Florida 
Panthers, the Atlantic Division champs, lead the Eastern Conference with 
120 points. 

The game Tuesday had Kochetkov matching saves against Shesterkin, a 
Vezina Trophy candidate and possibly the favorite to win. The game had 
high-skill plays and had some playoff-quality physicality and scuffles. 

Trocheck, after sitting out a game, returned to have a goal and assist and 
gave the Canes the game’s first score in the second period off a Brady 
Skjei feed. That came after the Canes’ top-ranked penalty kill had been 
tested by three straight penalties that gave the Rangers the chance to 
take the first lead, late in the first and early in the second. 

The Canes made it 2-0 in the second when a Derek Stepan shot glanced 
off Jordan Martinook in front of Shesterkin -- “It hit my big bicep,” 
Martinook later quipped. Teuvo Teravainen scored late in the second -- 
his 100th career goal with the Canes -- and Sebastian Aho made it 4-1 in 
the third with his 37th of the season. 

Chris Kreider scored his 52nd for the Rangers (51-23-6), who despite 
having Artemi Panarin and Andrew Copp leave the game with injuries 
made it interesting late. Jacob Trouba scored in the third and Alexis 
Lafreniere after Shesterkin was pulled for a sixth attacker, but there 
would be no tying goal against Kochetkov. 

“He’s got confidence, he’s got a little swagger to him,” Skjei said. 
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Raanta to serve as Canes’ backup goalie in Rangers game as Kochetkov 
starts 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Goaltender Antti Raanta was at the team’s morning skate Tuesday at 
New York’s Madison Square Garden, and Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said he would be the backup to starting goalie Pyotr Kochetkov against 
the Rangers on Tuesday night. 

Raanta left Sunday’s road game against the New York Islanders with an 
undisclosed lower-body injury. With goalie Frederik Andersen sidelined 
since April 16, also with a lower-body injury, the Canes were in the 
position of potentially being without both veterans near the start of the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

But Raanta was on the ice Tuesday, which Brind’Amour said was “good 
to see.” 

“There’s obviously nothing serious there, which is obviously huge,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that’s he’s 100 percent. I think he’s still a 
little nicked up. He can play if we needed him to.” 
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The Canes (52-20-8) can clinch the Metropolitan Division title over the 
Rangers with a victory. Andersen was the winning goalie two weeks ago 
when the Canes beat the Rangers 4-2 at the Garden. 

Brind’Amour had no further update on Andersen, who he said remained 
in Raleigh to recover while the team was on its three-game road trip. He 
said he should know more Wednesday. 

Kochetkov, recalled from the Chicago Wolves of the AHL on an 
emergency basis, made his NHL debut Saturday as the Canes edged the 
New Jersey Devils in overtime, and won again Sunday after relieving 
Raanta. He faced 27 shots in the two games as the Canes were effective 
in limiting the Devils’ and Islanders’ offensive chances. 

“He’s going to be a great goalie, you can already tell,” Canes 
defenseman Brendan Smith said Tuesday. 

Kochetkov speaks very little English, but Smith said he “picks it up quick” 
and that the language barrier is not a detriment on the ice in the 
communication between goalie and D-men. 

“He understands way more than he talks,” Smith said. “He’ll understand 
what we say.” 
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Devils' comeback falls short in overtime loss to Senators 

 

Staff Report 

Associated Press 

2-3 minutes 27/04/2022 

 

OTTAWA, Ontario — Drake Batherson scored in overtime to give the 
Ottawa Senators a 5-4 win over the New Jersey Devils on Tuesday night. 

Batherson also scored in regulation, Tim Stutzle had a pair of goals and 
Thomas Chabot also scored for Ottawa in this matchup of teams near the 
bottom of the Eastern Conference. Brady Tkachuk chipped in three 
assists, while Anton Forsberg made 37 saves. 

Nolan Foote had a pair of goals for the Devils, whose skid extended to 
four games. Pavel Zacha and Yegor Sharangovich also scored. 

Mackenzie Blackwood, making his first start since Jan. 19, stopped 29 
shots for the Devils. 

Stutzle had the crowd of 13,101 chanting his name when he beat Reilly 
Walsh in a foot race for the first short-handed goal of his career. Less 
than a minute later, Zacha beat Forsberg to cut Ottawa’s lead to 4-3 at 
the seven-minute mark of the third. 

The Devils completed the comeback when Zarangovich was given too 
much time and space in close, scoring to force the extra period. 

Batherson gave the Senators a 2-0 lead 11 seconds into the second 
period with his 16th goal of the season. 

The Devils got on the board when Fabian Zetterlund made a nice pass to 
Foote for his first of the season. 

A few minutes later, the Senators made it 3-1 with their second power-
play goal as Stutzle jumped on a Tkachuk rebound. 

Foote scored his second of the game with 5.2 seconds left in the period, 
beating Ottawa’s Mark Kastelic to a rebound at the side of the net. 

The Senators opened the scoring with 16.9 seconds left in the first period 
when Tkachuk made a cross-crease pass to Chabot, who knocked in his 
seventh of the season. 
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Igor Shesterkin? Juuse Saros? Ilya Sorokin? Who is actually most 
deserving of this year’s Vezina Trophy? 

 

Shayna Goldman 

12-15 minutes 26/04/2022 

 

The Vezina Trophy is awarded to the goaltender voted by general 
managers as “the best at this position.” 

How should best be defined? 

With a handful of NHL awards, the definition and interpretation varies by 
voter. That can be true for the trophy that deals with goaltending, one of 
the trickiest positions to analyze.  

“Best” can be translated a couple of ways. It can be which goaltender 
collects the most wins, despite that being a collective team-driven 
number. Whether a team reaches the playoffs can be another 
consideration, though one player typically can only drag their team so far.  

Save percentage and goals-against average are other common ways. 
More innovative thinkers may consider how goalies respond to their 
workloads. And some voters might want to see who is the most valuable 
to their team, overall. 

The problem is, traditional metrics are only so telling about a goalie’s 
actual performance and lack context, yet those tend to heavily weigh into 
the conversation. Advanced data does help clear up some of those gaps, 
but there really is no single way to perfectly assess this area of play at 
this time. 

That’s why, like with most awards, narratives can fuel the discussion. 
Sometimes, it’s just deemed a certain player’s “year” — actual results be 
damned. It can be the biggest hurdle working against a player who has 
earned the honors.  

So, which players have earned legitimate consideration as the best in 
goal this season? 

Starting at the very surface level, there’s wins. Sergei Bobrovsky leads 
with 39 in a bounce-back season behind a Panthers team that’s one of 
the best in the Eastern Conference. Juuse Saros, in 13 more games 
played, is at 38 wins. Jacob Markstrom and Andrei Vasilevskiy trail with 
37, while Igor Shesterkin and Darcy Kuemper are behind that pair at 36.   

This helps start to build the field of goalies who will likely be in the mix, 
but it doesn’t complete it either because wins shouldn’t be the end-all-be-
all. 

Among starters in the league — and that’s a definition we can keep loose 
for now, as a goaltender who plays at least 42 games which is a very 
narrow margin for “majority” in a full season — Shesterkin’s saved the 
highest percentage of shots he’s faced at 93.6.  

His neighbor on Long Island, Ilya Sorokin, is next up with a .926 save 
percentage. Frederik Andersen, Markstrom, and Kuemper file in behind 
at .922. Ville Husso, who is closer to a 1A, follows closely (.921 save 
percentage). 
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Many sticking with this traditional path would then look to goals-against 
average, despite its flaws, and see Shesterkin’s leading the way (2.03), 
with Andersen (2.17) and Markstrom (2.21) rounding out the top three.  

For some, Vezina “analysis” stops here.  

That is selling goaltenders short because there are additional ways to 
more accurately estimate their impact.  

A key consideration should be the workload these goaltenders face and 
how they handle it. Starting with shot volume, Saros, Thatcher Demko, 
Sorokin, Shesterkin, and Kuemper see a higher rate of unblocked shots 
against than some of their peers around the league who rate highly in 
save percentage. 

Among starters, Markstrom faces the lowest rate of 38 unblocked shot 
attempts against per 60. It helps to play behind a Flames team that’s so 
defensively sound. Andersen and Bobrovsky are on the lower end, as 
well.  

Goalies obviously can’t control how the team in front of them plays; they 
can only manage the workload they face. But having stronger numbers 
behind tougher shot rates against counts for something. 

One way to account for that is comparing actual save percentages to 
expectations to see how much better or worse a goalie plays compared 
to the average goaltender in their situations; that’s how delta save 
percentages are derived. So, despite Markstrom not being as busy as 
others, he’s still performing above average relative to what he faces. 

This measure raises the stock of other starters including Shesterkin, 
Andersen, Sorokin, and Husso given how much better than average they 
perform. 

There’s something to be said about a goaltender who consistently faces 
upwards of 30 shots a game, on average, and stops a high percentage of 
them. But shots aren’t created equally, and that should be considered as 
well. A goalie with the support of their defense to limit puck movement 
and stay out of the danger areas doesn’t face the same challenges of 
playing behind a team that bleeds chances.  

Expected goals help account for that shot quality, including factors shot 
as shot type, distance, and angle, along with whether a chance was a 
rebound or second effort opportunity.  

Shesterkin leads the league with 38.2 goals saved above expected via 
Evolving-Hockey, even after a dip in play last month. He’s ahead of the 
next best, Andersen, by over nine goals. That doesn’t just stack up well 
to this year’s goalies, but to all in the “data era” since 2007-08. It’s the 
sixth best in the league behind Henrik Lundqvist in 2009-10 (GSAx of 
53), 2011-12 (43.6), and 2008-09 (41.1), along with Bobrovsky in his 
Vezina-winning 2016-17 season (45.1) and Carey Price in his 2014-15 
(38.9).  

There are quite a few goaltenders saving more than expected, and those 
towards the top of the charts likely should find their names in the Vezina 
conversation. It could be as simple as going 1-2-3 in GSAx for some 
voters. But there’s more information to help build the case for the best 
savers in the league.  

The gap between one and two in the league deepens further with private 
data that features pre-shot movement, which helps account for defensive 
efforts in front of the blue paint.  

According to Sportlogiq, Shesterkin’s stopped 40.8 goals above expected 
in all situations. The next best in the league is Sorokin (18.9), followed by 
Saros (18.2), and Tristan Jarry (18.1). Andersen slides to fourth, at 16.7 
goals saved above expected.  

To equal the playing field, seeing as each goalie has played a different 
number of games, it helps to account for the differences in minutes 
played since GSAx is a counting stat that accumulates through each 
game played. Shesterkin, however, has played fewer games than some 
of the other contenders. It only helps solidify his place at the top, with a 
league-leading in goals saved above expected per 60. 

Eight of the top 10 in GSAx (via Evolving-Hockey) keep their standing at 
the top of the league. Saros, who has earned his saves in far more 
games played, slides out of the top 10. As does Connor Hellebuyck.  

With Saros and Hellebuyck and their usage in mind, playing time is a 
consideration for another reason.  

A case against Shesterkin is the fact that he’s only started 51 games this 
season, or under 65 percent of the Rangers’ tilts. It’s not a matter of 
splitting the workload like it is for Jonathan Quick in Los Angeles. Rather, 
his season is more condensed because of time missed with injury.  That 
may hurt Andersen, too, and Sorokin (both below 64 percent).  

For Sorokin, the fact that the Islanders are out of playoff contention 
obviously plays into his standing for the Vezina too — but it certainly isn’t 
for a lack of trying on his end. There’s a difference between behind 
outstanding on a legitimate bottom-feeder and just playing on a team that 
falls short of the playoffs, despite their goalie’s efforts. The latter applies 
to him, and shouldn’t hold him out of this race.  

There’s a difference between their usage and the likes of Husso’s, with 
37 starts in what’s been closer to a shared crease. 

But to compare, there’s Vasilevskiy and Markstrom having played over 
77 percent of their teams’ starts on the high end, and Saros all the up at 
83.5 percent.  

The last two years are tricky to compare, so is 2012-13, because they 
weren’t complete 82-games seasons. But last year’s winner, Marc-André 
Fleury ended with 36 starts, 64 percent of the Golden Knights’ 56 games. 
Vasilevskiy in 2018-19, was in the starter’s net for 53 of 82 games, so 
was Tim Thomas back in 2008-09. In fact, Thomas won the award twice 
while playing below 70 percent of his teams’ games.  

In today’s NHL, there’s more of an effort to split the workload instead of 
riding a goalie into the ground before the playoffs even start (although 
most teams stick with one netminder in the postseason, anyway). But as 
Saros shows, the league hasn’t completely done away a bonafide starter 
shouldering a tremendous workload.  

The rest of the winners in the data era, did see at least 70 percent of their 
teams’ starts. Price, Braden Holtby, and Ryan Miller were all over 80 
percent. Martin Brodeur in 2007-08 played almost 94 percent — 
although, that does make some of his numbers a bit more suspect seeing 
as his GSAx (again, a counting stat that accumulates with games played) 
was eighth among “starters” that year. Then again, it’s likely particularly 
tough to uphold such a high level across that many games. 

As the viz shows, goalies who lead starters in save percentage often end 
up with a trophy at the end of the year for their play. It hasn’t always been 
a slam dunk for the GSAx leader, however. Pekka Rinne was fifth in 
2017-18, when the award arguably would have been better represented 
by John Gibson.  

Goals saved above expected helps quantify value. For traditionalists, 
wins are often used to show value. Wins, however, can also be indicative 
of team strength, along with goaltending. That’s why it helps to look at 
quality starts and stolen wins instead or in addition to, using Alan Wells’ 
method, which built off the work of Rob Vollman and Nick Mercadante. 

Essentially, a quality start measures a game in which a goalie gave their 
team a shot by saving more goals than expected. As data compiled by 
Prashanth Iyer shows (prior to Sunday’s matchups), Markstrom, 
Hellebuyck, and Shesterkin lead the league with 38 quality starts. 
Vasilesvkiy ranks next with 36 while Saros is trails by one more.  

This hurts a player like Demko, who a month ago, seemed primed for 
legitimate consideration. In April, he’s only had three quality starts of out 
nine. That’s dragged down his season-long GSAx, too. 

A steal is a bit more impactful; these have to be wins, unlike quality 
starts. It’s when a goaltender’s GSAx exceeds a team’s final goal 
differential in a game, minus goals scored into an empty net late in the 
game (so if a team leads 2-1, but scores an empty netter to make it 3-1, 
the goal differential stays plus-1).  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 27, 2022 

 

No one’s stolen more wins for their team than Saros in Nashville with a 
league-leading 11; it’s a major reason why they’re in playoff contention. 
Shesterkin has 10, while Colorado’s starter has earned nine. These 
netminders both play behind teams in the bottom 10 in the league in five-
on-five expected goal generation and bottom-half in their scoring rate; 
their goaltenders, at times, have to be perfect to keep the margins slim 
when they don’t have that offensive support.  

Again, playing time should factor in here. That’s why it helps to look at 
quality start and steal percentage. Goaltenders who play more games 
obviously have a better chance to rack up steals and quality starts — and 
those that do should be commended. As should those who make the 
most of the time they are in net.  

Viz by Prashanth Iyer 

Saros, Andersen, and Kuemper still rate well, but Shesterkin jumps out 
once more. Seventy-six percent of his starts have been quality, while 20 
percent of his wins were steals. That isn’t just Vezina-caliber, but worthy 
of legitimate Hart consideration as well. The next best is Sorokin’s in 
quality starts (65 percent) and Kuemper in steals (18 percent).  

That makes the ballot even more interesting because Sorokin legitimately 
has a case to make the top-five goaltenders despite his team’s play 
around him. Andersen, too, and accounting for ice time only solidifies 
both of their standings. But Kuemper and Markstrom have earned nods 
for putting up such strong results and playing as frequently as they did. A 
case could be made for Saros to finish top five if the idea is to emphasize 
the most valuable goalies to their teams. 

But whether for the best goaltender or the most valuable, there’s one 
clear winner in Shesterkin, whose elite play should earn him at least one 
trophy at season’s end. 

Data collected prior to Monday night’s matchups, via Prashanth Iyer, 
Evolving-Hockey, HockeyViz, and Sportlogiq. This story relies on shot-
based metrics; here are primers (part 1, part 2) on these numbers. 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.27.2022 

1242978 Websites 

 

NHL playoff WATCH: Ranking the most likely matchups, from 1-8 

 

Sean Gentille 

12-16 minutes 26/04/2022 

 

Credit the Vegas Golden Knights. They sacrificed themselves for the 
greater good. 

That’s what the last couple of weeks of the NHL playoff chase have been 
about, right? Tracking that mess, and watching the expectations go from 
“Yep, they’ll be fully operational any day now,” to “Hmm, wait a minute,” 
to “Whoops, they’re done unless something ridiculous happens and also 
a quarter-step from full-on dysfunction.” 

In any case, bless them. They provided drama where otherwise there 
would’ve been none. Alas, it’s time to focus on the teams that have kept 
it together long enough to actually qualify for the playoffs. 

These are our eight most likely matchups headed into Tuesday’s game, 
based on Dom Luszczyszyn’s projections and ranked according to my 
(much more scientific) Spice Factor. It’s time to get excited about this 
stuff. 

1. Minnesota Wild vs. St. Louis Blues 

Likelihood: 100 percent 

Spice factor: 9 (🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶) 

Season series: 3-0 Blues | 16-12 Blues 

Pros: Each season, the division-centric playoff format gives us a first-
round matchup (or two, or three) that we don’t deserve. That’s the 
optimist’s view, at least. Have the conference’s second- and third-best 
point-getters earned the privilege to wait a little bit before running into 
each other? Yeah. Yeah, of course they have. It’s patently unfair that 
only one of these teams is actually going to, y’know, advance. And 
please — please — do not take this as an overall endorsement of the 
format. It made sense to try way back when, and it hasn’t been a full-on 
negative — those Penguins–Capitals matchups alone might’ve been 
worth it — but it’s time to either simplify (standard 1-8 seeding) or get 
creative (play-in tournament between the 7-10 seeds). You can’t conjure 
rivalries, nor can you devalue the regular season any more than it 
already has been. We’ve all been sleepwalking for the last couple of 
weeks. Enough is enough. 

That being said, there are babies mixed in with this bathwater. It’s OK to 
have high expectations for Wild-Blues. Two top-five scoring teams — 
with zero regulation losses between them in their last 20 — is a tasty first 
course. We’re getting star power on both sides; Kirill Kaprizov vs. 
Vladimir Tarasenko is fun for a lot of reasons. We’re getting depth; 14 
players in this series will have 20 goals or more, and that’s not including 
Matt Boldy (15 in 44 games). We’re getting an interesting set of regular-
season results; the teams’ two April games both went to overtime. 
Minnesota’s storylines alone — adding Marc-Andre Fleury at midseason, 
making their last, best run before the cap situation gets ugly — are 
fascinating enough on their own. 

Cons: For all those goals, neither team plays particularly high-event 
hockey. Minnesota is 17th in shot attempts per game, and the Blues are 
one spot behind. There’s slog potential if the goals don’t come early. Also 
— and I’m going to get killed for this because I get killed for it every 
Friday morning — it’s fair to worry about the Blues’ offensive production 
in a playoff atmosphere. A lot of their success is predicated on a 26.5-
percent power play. That’s fine; score goals however you can. They’re 
not a bad five-on-five team, either; a goals-for rate of nearly 55 percent, 
over the course of a full season, counts for a whole lot. Some teams 
finish better than others. But if they hit a cold shooting streak — their 
expected goals rate is more than seven points below their actual rate — 
and if officials swallow their whistles, some of those goals are going to 
dry up, and the series is going to be shorter than any unaffiliated party 
would prefer. It’s not something I necessarily believe will happen — it’s 
just a concern. 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Likelihood: 96 percent 

Spice factor: 8 (🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶) 

Season: Tied 2-2 | 16-12 Lightning 

Pros: Either outcome would be seismic in its own way. If the Leafs lose, 
that’d mean the Leafs lost. If the Leafs win, that’d mean the Leafs won. 
That’s a big enough deal, regardless of the side of the fence you’re sitting 
on. Personally, I simultaneously exist in two spheres; I’m repulsed by the 
amount of attention that’s paid to that team, and I can’t get enough of it. 
Am I a hater? Yes. Am I also a greedy little freak, obsessively tracking 
other folks’ obsession? Also yes. The sheer tonnage of attention paid to 
the Leafs, and the sheer tonnage of attention paid to the attention, makes 
them one of the most compelling stories in the sport. I wish it weren’t 
true, but it is. 

It’s also true regardless of who they’re playing; a first-round matchup 
against a bunch of guys in gray jerseys would carry the weight of the 
world. The Lightning are about as far from gray jerseys as you can get. 
They’ve got their own stakes — a third straight Stanley Cup would be the 
greatest achievement of the cap era, full stop. A couple of weeks ago, 
their gas light came on. All of a sudden, they’re back to stomping other 
contenders. The deadline moves — Nick Paul has five points in his last 
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five games — are starting to bear fruit. And they’re going to start their run 
at history against the Toronto Maple Leafs. This feels fool-proof. Auston 
Matthews vs. Andrei Vasilevskiy? Yep. That’ll be fine. 

Cons: The last two games between them — a 6-2 Toronto win on April 4 
and an 8-1 Tampa win on April 21 — weren’t any good. The stakes are 
high, and the outcome will be important, but the games themselves might 
be a bit of a concern. 

3. Florida Panthers vs. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Likelihood: 73 percent 

Spice factor: 7 (🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶) 

Season series: 2-1 Panthers | Goals: 11-10 Panthers 

Pros: If this goes down, it’ll be fun because of how unexpected it seemed 
a few weeks back. Thanks to a few separate mini-skids by Pittsburgh — 
hello, regulation loss to the Flyers — we’ve got a real shot at a fun one. 
The stakes are probably a little higher for the Penguins than people 
realize; those are the breaks when Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang and Bryan 
Rust are a couple of months away from unrestricted free agency. Every 
season, we wonder if this will be the last run for that group. This time, it 
might be true. 

Uneven as the Penguins’ season has been, drawing them still seems 
less than ideal for the Panthers; Pittsburgh, at its top end, is still an elite 
team. If they come close to hitting that benchmark in this series, it’ll be an 
unfair, early, very serious test for the best team in the conference. It’ll 
also present an opportunity; great as the Panthers have been — and 
offensively, they’re a wagon by any possible metric, outscoring the 
second-place team in the league by as much as the second-place team 
outscores the seventh-place team — they still haven’t won a playoff 
series since 1996. That first-round series against Tampa last year, fun as 
it was for the rest of us, was still a six-game loss. Knocking off the 
Penguins — even a few years past their peak — would count for 
something. 

Also, it’d be Claude Giroux vs. Pittsburgh in the postseason. That tends 
to work out, in one way or another. 

Cons: It’s a boring answer, but the Penguins’ goaltending situation could 
make this a dud. Florida is going to get either a rusty Tristan Jarry or 
backup Casey DeSmith. That fact carries with it short-series potential. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes vs. Boston Bruins 

Likelihood: 80 percent 

Spice factor: 7 (🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶) 

Season series: 3-0 Hurricanes | Goals: 16-1 Hurricanes 

Pros: On paper, the potential is clear. Both teams are puck-possession 
behemoths — Carolina is second in shot-attempt share, and Boston is 
fourth. Only three teams allow fewer goals per game than the Bruins, and 
the Hurricanes are one of them. The Bruins are first league-wide in 
expected goals share; the Hurricanes are fourth. Something would have 
to give, and it’d be fun to see what it is. 

Also, the stakes are growing in Carolina. They get a mulligan for last 
season; most teams that faced the Lightning should. But the path is as 
clear for them as it’ll get. The Lightning are on the other side of the 
bracket. They’re the best team in their division. They shouldn’t just beat 
the Bruins; they should be able to make the Eastern Conference final. 
Anything less — especially if recent optimism about starting goalie 
Freddie Andersen’s potential return is warranted — should be a 
disappointment. 

Cons: That isn’t a typo. Carolina outscored Boston 16-1 in three games 
this season. 

5. New York Rangers vs. Washington Capitals 

Likelihood: 65 percent 

Spice factor: 6 (🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶) 

Season series: Tied 1-1 | Goals: 6-5 Capitals 

Pros: This would be the sixth playoff series between them since the start 
of the Alex Ovechkin era and first since 2015; Washington won the first 
two (2009 and 2011), and the Rangers won the last three (2012, 2013, 
2015). I was around for a couple of those series, and they were generally 
fun. There’s something to be said for that. 

There’s also the matter of l’affair Tom Wilson et Artemi Panarin, which 
occurred way back in May 2021. It seems like old news, yes, but it’s also 
the sort of thing that bubbles up down the line. Do the players care? Who 
knows — but if this series actually goes down, prepare to hear a whole 
bunch about it. Every playoff run for Ovechkin is important. So it goes 
when you’re the best goal-scorer of all time. We should enjoy his game 
while we can. 

The most intriguing thing about this one, though — and that’s true of any 
series that’d involve the Rangers — is Igor Shesterkin. March was meh 
for the soon-to-be Vezina winner (.916 save percentage), but that 
coincided with a series of depth additions at forward that have helped the 
Rangers turn into a 5-on-5 team that’s capable of helping Shesterkin out, 
from time to time. If that combo holds, they’re going to be scary. 

Cons: I can’t shake the “been there, done that” vibe between these 
teams … which is stupid because the only Ranger holdover from 2015 is 
50-Goal Scorer Chris Kreider™. I’d blame it on the Caps’ general blah-
ness over the course of the season … but they’re 7-1-2 in their last 10 
games, with five wins over playoff teams and an overall goal edge of 45-
31. The big issue is Shesterkin vs. Vitek Vanecek. I am, let’s say, less 
than confident in that matchup holding up enough to make this one 
particularly fun. 

6. Edmonton Oilers vs. Los Angeles Kings 

Likelihood: 99 percent 

Spice factor: 6 (🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶🌶) 

Season series: 3-1 Oilers | Goals: 13-12 Oilers 

Pros: We get to watch Connor McDavid and Leon Drasaitl, yet again, try 
to drag their team out of the first round. If that doesn’t happen against a 
team with heavy “happy to be here” energy, things are going to get 
deeply ugly, and deeply strange. The schadenfreude potential on this 
one is through the roof, even though the Kings could be a tougher out 
than anticipated. Imagine Phillip Danault limiting McDavid and the Oilers’ 
bottom three lines going dark. It’s not impossible. 

Cons: It’s also not likely. The Kings would probably need to go up 2-1 in 
the series or thereabouts before things got suitably tense. 

7. Colorado Avalanche vs. Nashville Predators 

Likelihood: 49 percent 

Spice factor: 4 (🌶🌶🌶🌶) 

Season series: 2-1 Predators | Goals: Tied 12-12 

Pros: The Avs have lost four straight for the first time since the second 
round of last season’s playoffs. Is that an ominous fact? Maybe, maybe 
not. Is it funny? Of course. It’s tough to worry about Colorado all that 
much; they’ve got next to nothing to play for, plus Gabriel Landeskog and 
Devon Toews are a) hurt and b) set to return for the playoffs. Still, they’ve 
got some outstanding questions and choke jobs on their resumes. 

Plus, the Preds are pesky. They’re 11th in the NHL in goals, and Juuse 
Saros — provided he doesn’t collapse from overwork in the next week — 
is an elite goaltender. That counts for something. 

Cons: Let’s turn things over to Darryl Sutter. 

"It's going to be a waste of eight days." 

8. Calgary Flames vs. Dallas Stars 
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Likelihood: 55 percent 

Spice factor: 3 (🌶🌶🌶) 

Season series: 2-1 Flames | Goals: 11-9 Flames 

Pros: The Flames are going to be a trendy Stanley Cup pick for good 
reason; the biggest issue they have is spotty offensive production from 
Mikael Backlund. There aren’t many warts beyond that. As far as the 
Stars go, I can’t confidently say that they’re  good . They have great 
pieces — Roope Hintz, Jason Robertson and Joe Pavelski do most of 
Dallas’ offensive work themselves, and Miro Heiskanen is a no-doubt 
elite No. 1 defenseman — and not much else, which makes them a 
hilarious watch. 

Cons: The Stars also have a goals-for percentage that’s just a tick above 
the Senators and have lost 30 games in regulation. This series should be 
short. It’s No. 8 for a reason. 
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You know Jarome Iginla. Now meet the next generation of Iginlas making 
their mark 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

18-23 minutes 26/04/2022 

 

After spending months away from her family playing hockey at a 
boarding school, Jade Iginla returned for winter break only to decide she 
wanted to play even more hockey. 

This is how seriously she takes everything in life. Especially hockey. 

Jade was home with her family in Boston when she found out there was 
a chance to play in a game and stay sharp over break. The only 
problem? There was a snowstorm bad enough for her dad to consider 
whether it was worth braving the elements to get there. Or that’s how it 
was until Kara Iginla told her husband, “We’re from Canada!” 

“I was late. We always find a way to leave late,” Jade recalled. “We had 
to stop and he did not have any gas.” 

Her dad stopped at a gas station, and then this happened: 

Jarome was pumping gas when a reporter approached him and asked if 
she could interview him about the snowstorm. He agreed because he did 
not want to be rude to a reporter who was also out in the storm doing her 
job. Of course, the clip of Iginla as an “area man” appearing on a local 
Boston television station went viral. Jarome admitted that he never 
thought it would receive that much attention. He’d initially hoped to find 
the clip somewhere and send it to a few friends. 

“(The reporter) tried and she asked me my name,” Jarome recalled. “She 
asked, ‘Can you say your name?’ I said, ‘Jarome Iginla,’ and she was 
like, ‘Yeah, OK.’ She did not even want to try it and attempt it! I turned 
into the area man or whatever it was. I would never expect her or anyone 
else to recognize me by any means.” 

These days, Jarome is more likely to be recognized by parents than 
players. But he isn’t bothered about that. He and Kara have long been at 
the stage of parenthood in which they want the attention to be on their 
kids. 

Now, their children are starting to find their place in the world. Jade, 17, 
will play college hockey next season for the Brown University women’s 
hockey program. Tij, 15, will play next season for the Seattle 

Thunderbirds after being the franchise’s first-round pick in the WHL 
Bantam Draft. And the youngest, Joe, 13, looks to follow the same 
course as his older brother. 

They are deeply aware of their famous last name and the expectations 
that come with being the children of a Hockey Hall of Fame inductee. But 
the thing to understand about Jade, Tij and Joe is that they are their own 
people — which is exactly how Jarome and Kara raised them. 

And furthermore? They wouldn’t want it any other way. 

“I think I approach it like I am my own person,” Tij said. “I want to be like 
him, obviously. I take pride in that. But, (at) the same time, I am obviously 
not the same person and I want to be as good as I can be.” 

Jarome and Kara Iginla’s life together began in St. Albert, Alberta. They 
were Grade 7 students who met in French class and dated for two weeks 
before dating for longer in Grade 8. Jarome joked that they would have 
the odd argument that caused them to “break up but not for long.” They 
still remained close and never went too long without talking to one 
another. 

“Some people meet the right one later, and I met the right one early,” 
Jarome said. 

They always wanted to have children, and they knew early on that they 
wanted their children to be active in sports. But they were also open to 
the possibility that their kids could be interested in anything but. Either 
way, they wanted to ensure their kids could feel passionate about 
whatever they chose to pursue while also feeling supported. 

All three Iginla kids turned out to love sports. Hockey became their 
collective passion because the game has remained a constant in their 
lives. 

“Jarome built an ice rink in our backyard when they were 1, 3 and 5,” 
Kara said. “Our youngest was on rollerblades in our house at 1. The 
oldest two were in skating lessons before they turned three. I think I 
visited every single park in Calgary. They were very active. The Iginla 
family is engaged and athletic. Our kids were like little muscle people.” 

The eldest Iginla child was given the name Jade because there was just 
something about it Jarome and Kara really liked. It could also be because 
Jarome enjoyed knowing there would be another “J. Iginla” in their family. 

Jade played ringette growing up and was later a figure skater before 
choosing hockey. She has fond memories of figure skating and always 
believed she was “great” at it only to recently learn the opposite was true. 

Her transition to hockey started by watching Tij play. Her love for the 
game became evident after her freshman year of high school. She was 
playing softball when she sustained an elbow injury that kept her 
sidelined for 14 months. At first, she was only supposed to be out for six 
months. But there was a problem with her recovery, which led to a 
second surgery that put Jade on the shelf. 

While sidelined from softball, Jade did 14 months of skating and non-
contact drills. She then left Boston, where the Iginlas were living at the 
time, to play at the famed Shattuck-St. Mary’s Boarding School in 
Faribault, Minn. Shattuck played a role in the development of future NHL 
All-Stars such as Sidney Crosby, Nathan MacKinnon, Zach Parise and 
Jonathan Toews, among others. It has also played a crucial role in 
developing a number of elite women’s hockey players such as Brianna 
Decker and Amanda Kessel, along with twins Jocelyne Lamoureux-
Davidson and Monique Lamoureux-Morando. 

Jade scored 15 goals and had 30 points in 39 games in her lone season 
at Shattuck. Initially, the Iginlas were living in Boston while Jade attended 
Shattuck. But they moved to Kelowna, B.C., where the family now lives. 
Jade made the move north, too, playing her senior year at RINK Hockey 
Academy, where she scored 18 goals and 28 points in 22 games. She 
also had four goals and 11 points in five playoff games before 
graduating.  
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“I think I always wanted to play college hockey and being in 
Massachusetts, there were so many universities around,” Jade said, 
referencing when the family lived in Boston during and after her dad’s 
time with the Bruins. “I thought, ‘It does seem accessible.’ There are 
scouts in high school rinks at almost every game. … It was about looking 
for a school that has a strong hockey program. In Brown’s case, it is 
building. I wanted strong academics and I feel like I like my Brown 
coaches a lot.” 

Brown coach Melanie Ruzzi took over the program last June, and 
immediately started building her recruiting class after signing her 
contract. Ruzzi was an assistant coach at her alma mater, Providence 
College, when she first saw Jade play. 

“She’s a young woman who works very hard, ” Ruzzi said. “She has been 
through different injuries and setbacks. She started to stand out. She has 
a powerful stride, and my goodness can she shoot the puck and be an 
elite goal scorer at the Division I level. She is not a huge person but plays 
with swagger in her game. She has a high hockey IQ and can do things 
other kids cannot do.” 

Please Melanie, share with the class. 

“The way the puck comes off her stick when she shoots it,” Ruzzi 
continued. “She has an incredible release. She can feel it. I was on the 
ice with her last week in Kelowna for a camp because you never stop 
looking for players. It’s that power piece, that technical piece and that 
part of the game she is building. She can partner that skill set with her 
hockey IQ and get it in the right spots on the ice. There are other young 
players who can shoot the puck, but they don’t do it in a game because 
they cannot find themselves in the right spots.” 

Ruzzi also noted that Jade could be part of Hockey Canada’s roster for 
the IIHF U-18 Women’s World Championships in June. She was named 
to the U-18 World Junior Championship roster, but the tournament was 
eventually cancelled. 

“I worry she is going to be Jarome’s daughter in the eyes of other 
people,” Ruzzi said. “But she is her own person. She is comfortable in 
her own skin. Hopefully, she is named to the next world championship 
team and people see she is someone coming from a great hockey family. 
That she is a great hockey player and someone who is going to make a 
name for herself.” 

Naming their second-born child Tij was not the original plan. Jarome 
wanted to name him Tracy. He liked the name because of two-time Grey 
Cup champion quarterback and Canadian Football Hall of Fame inductee 
Tracy Ham. Jarome grew up going to Edmonton games with his 
grandfather where they watched Ham. He lost that battle, so they named 
their son Tij after Jarome’s paternal grandfather in Nigeria. 

Tij said it was easy to gravitate toward hockey because he has always 
wanted to be like his dad. Clearly, he knew his dad played in the NHL. 
He just did not realize his father’s place in the sport until after his career 
ended. It made Tij wish he were a little bit older so he could have 
appreciated it more. But what he did watch allowed him to understand 
that he can be like his father but still be his own person. 

Back in December, the Thunderbirds drafted Tij with the ninth pick in the 
bantam draft. He had an assist in four games before returning to 
Kelowna. He also plays for RINK Academy on the U18 team. Tij, a 
forward, finished the regular season with 26 goals and 48 points in 32 
games; he had three points in as many postseason games. 

“I feel like the only pressure is really the pressure you put on yourself,” he 
said. “You cannot let external pressure have a big impact on you. You 
can have the right mindset and let the internal pressures be what pushes 
you. I think my upbringing and being around people and my dad having a 
lot of experience with that, he has shared things with me that worked for 
him. It allowed him to be as good as he was. It’s the people around me 
who have helped.” 

Thunderbirds assistant general manager Jared Crooks said Tij first 
appeared on the franchise’s radar when he was playing in Boston. 

Normally, a player on the East Coast like Tij would have been eligible to 
play in the QMJHL. But Crooks said there is a clause in place that made 
Tij eligible to play in the WHL because his father also played in the WHL 
with the Kamloops Blazers. When the Iginlas moved to Kelowna, the 
Thunderbirds got a chance to see Tij on a more frequent basis against 
players his age they had scouted for more than a year. 

“One of the things that jumped off the page for me when I saw him play 
was the puck skills and the ability to play in tight spaces, get shots off 
and make plays,” Crooks said. “I saw a skill set that I see at our level and 
thought it would translate incredibly well.” 

Crooks said maturity will play a crucial role in Tij’s development. The 
Thunderbirds like having 16-year-old players on their roster. It gives them 
a chance to learn from older players who have been in their situation 
while playing against more physically mature talent. Crooks said part of 
the Thunderbirds’ development strategy with high picks like Tij is to see 
how they handle a challenge. 

“Not all of them are going to be what they want with their physical 
maturity,” Crooks said. “But you can tell that if he wants to be here, he 
will want to make it work. To fit in with our team and our organization, we 
want guys who are banging down the door to be in Seattle and force their 
way into our line. Even at 16, we know Tij is as driven as the rest of our 
guys.” 

Another item that made Tij going to the Thunderbirds interesting was his 
dad’s relationship with the Blazers. It’s not enough that Jarome was one 
of the best players in Blazers history. He’s part of the Blazers’ ownership 
group, which also features Shane Doan, Mark Recchi, Darryl Sydor and 
Dallas Stars owner Tom Gaglardi. So it is possible that Jarome could 
have wanted Tij to become a Blazer too. Crooks said Thunderbirds 
director of player personnel Cal Filson had conversations with the Iginlas 
and wanted to make sure they were OK with Tij coming to Seattle. The 
Iginlas gave their blessing. 

“He’s like a lot of the young kids that come in that they are pretty quiet 
and want to get their legs under them,” Crooks said. “But there is a quiet 
confidence and we love that. We don’t want young guys to hide and 
survive. He fits right in. We did not get too long with him and we would 
have loved to have him train with us during the playoffs but he is a little 
injured right now, so that is unfortunate. I know our guys have said good 
things about him. Our players are excited to have him.” 

The third Iginla child got the name Joe because that was his father’s 
childhood nickname. Jarome said they chose to give their children 
“simpler first names” because he could remember the times when 
“saying Iginla seemed like a mouthful for others.” But while they kept 
Joe’s first name simple, Jarome and Kara gave him the same middle 
names as his father: Elvis Adekunle Junior. 

Kara described their youngest as an extremely smart kid with a big brain 
and someone who is always happy. In terms of hockey, Joe ended the 
regular season with 19 goals and 35 points in 30 games. He played this 
past season for RINK Academy’s U-15 team, where the head coach was, 
well, his dad. 

“I love watching when Joe scores because I have never seen such pure 
joy,” Kara said. “Our other kids are more serious. But they love hockey. 
It’s just that Joe has this joy and it cracks me up to see how happy it 
makes him when he scores.” 

Experiences like watching Joe score mean even more for Jarome and 
Kara these days. Their household dynamic is about to change with Jade 
and Tij leaving later this year, and Joe being the last child left at home. 
Jade going to Shattuck was a slight prelude of the future. But they admit 
this will be different now with Joe being the only kid still with mom and 
dad before he too eventually sets off on his own path. 

Kara said she isn’t worried. Jade’s time away came during the early 
stages of the pandemic so they know she will be OK. Kara sees this as a 
chance for their children to go chase their dream. 
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“They are supposed to grow up and leave. But it is harder on Jarome,” 
she said. “Our kids call me cold! But I know it will be harder for him. But 
you do what is good for them.” 

Jarome’s career meant the Iginla family has lived in Calgary, Pittsburgh, 
Boston, Denver and Los Angeles. The plan had always been to make 
sure all three children played hockey no matter where they were living. 
The Iginlas were living in Denver in 2017 but decided to return to Boston. 
Jarome said they loved living in Denver. But they knew they had to move 
because of hockey. 

Living and playing in Denver meant their family would spend more time 
apart than together because they would always be on flights. So they 
decided to move and sought a bit of input from their children. They 
moved back to Boston before Jarome and Kara thought about where 
they wanted to make their forever home. Moving back to Canada was 
something they wanted. But the goal was to also be in a place that 
allowed their children to advance their aspirations. 

“It is a little bit quieter for us having been just retired,” said Jarome, who 
retired after the 2016-17 season. “You go to rinks now and it’s not as 
many people that recognize you for sure. They want to talk hockey — 
and being in Canada, a lot of people want to talk hockey. It’s quieter and 
the focus is on them. We are hockey parents and sports parents and that 
was part of our decision.” 

Both Jade and Tij have the stories that one would expect given their 
father. Jade has had moments when people recognize her last name, do 
a double take and inevitably ask if she is related to you-know-who. But 
the moments that matter most are the ones they have spent together 
away from the NHL. 

“He’s just my dad,” Jade said. “That’s what I see first.” 

Talking about their children makes Jarome and Kara reminisce. It starts 
with building them an outdoor rink. They would split into teams. Usually, 
Jarome would play with Joe as his teammate because he was the 
youngest. Those games were fun because it was a battle to see who 
would win. Jarome admits he would manipulate the games when Joe 
was due for a win against his siblings. 

But there is a bittersweet chapter to those family games: The moment 
when Jade and Tij started beating their dad for real. 

“It has happened. Tij has passed me,” Jarome said. “Jade and I have not 
played as much one-on-one this year. That would be a good battle. She 
is in better shape than me now. It was probably last year, I think, when it 
happened. We were on the outdoor rink in the backyard. I am battling as 
hard as I can. Joe got so mad at me and said, ‘Are you going to let them 
beat us?!’ I told him, ‘I’m trying!’ The whole last year was a crapshoot for 
who would win. Joe would get so mad. I am trying my butt off and Joe 
would go in and say I’m terrible, but I was trying my hardest.” 

Tij said learning about hockey from his dad has been important. But the 
lessons that have meant the most are the ones about how to be a better 
person. Jarome has told his children to treat others how they want to be 
treated, to put themselves in another person’s shoes and to try to help 
people as much as they can. 

Perhaps this is why Jarome was humbled when he was told what Tij had 
said about the life lessons he’d learned. Hearing that made Jarome 
proud that the lessons he and Kara continue to teach their children are 
making an impact. All they have wanted is to be the guides to help their 
children find what makes them happy. Jarome said the biggest lesson he 
has wanted to teach is what it means to be a good teammate. 

His point: A hockey team has more than 20 people. Not players — 
people. Individuals with different personalities who come from different 
backgrounds. The way to make that all work is by being a good 
teammate who wants to make life better for those around them. But it is 
also about how they make others within the team, such as the athletic 
training staff and coaches, feel the same way. 

“That is what makes the game great and what makes life great,” Jarome 
said. “It’s not all the same views and upbringings. It is being able to see 
the best in each other and treat each other how you want to be treated. I 
am thrilled our kids are really enjoying it. It’s a great lesson to learn along 
the way.” 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - X factors, predictions for 
Dallas Stars-Vegas Golden Knights 

 

Staff Report 

ESPN staff 

 

There are 13 games on the NHL schedule Tuesday night, including five 
being waged between teams that are currently in playoff position. But 
perhaps the most consequential matchup of the bunch features the 
Dallas Stars hosting the Vegas Golden Knights (8:30 ET, streaming live 
on ESPN+ for out-of-market customers). 

The Knights are chasing the Stars and the Nashville Predators in the 
Western wild-card race. Heading into Tuesday's action, the Predators 
hold the first wild card (94 points, 35 regulation wins), and the Stars hold 
the second (93 points, 30 regulation wins). The Knights are at 90 points 
and 33 regulation wins, so a loss in regulation tonight would be 
devastating to their postseason chances. 

To help get you ready for the game, we gathered our panel to break 
down X factors for the matchup, along with their predictions on how it will 
play out: 

Which player will be the biggest X factor in deciding this game? 

Victoria Matiash, NHL analyst: If ice-cold Jack Eichel brings his best self 
to the American Airlines Center and scores one, if not a pair, Vegas 
should fly out a single point behind the second wild-card team in the 
West. Especially if the forward pairing of Max Pacioretty and Chandler 
Stephenson contribute as has been that duo's recent habit. Otherwise, I 
don't adore the Golden Knights' chances. 

Arda Ocal, NHL host: Logan Thompson is my pick, because it will take a 
great effort from any Vegas goalie to get it done in this crucial game. 

Kristen Shilton, NHL reporter: Dallas' X factor will be veteran center Joe 
Pavelski. The Stars sit in the lower half of the league in scoring, 
averaging fewer than three goals per game. When it's a team-wide battle 
for goals, your superstars have to be just that when big moments arrive. 
In this career year of his, all eyes will be on Pavelski to deliver. 

Vegas' X factor is Thompson. With how the Golden Knights' best players 
have performed in front of him lately -- looking at you, Alex Pietrangelo, 
Jack Eichel and others -- Vegas' fate will hinge on how well Thompson 
can perform. 

Greg Wyshynski, NHL reporter: For the Stars, it's Jason Robertson. The 
22-year-old winger has earned quiet but steady MVP buzz as an 
energizing force in the Dallas lineup. The Stars are 32-11-4 when he 
scores at least a point. His line with Pavelski and Roope Hintz is one of 
the best in the NHL and arguably the best thing about the Stars this 
season. He has 38 goals. What a way to break 40 this would be for 
Robertson. 

For the Golden Knights, it's Pacioretty. He has points in three straight 
games and has devoured the Stars in his time with the Knights: nine 
points in six games, with eight coming at even strength. He has five goals 
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against Dallas with Vegas. There might be more vital players on the ice 
for the Knights, but Pacioretty could be a game-breaker. 

What's your final-score prediction? 

Matiash: 4-2 Vegas. The more desperate team prolongs the fight on this 
night. 

Ocal: 3-1 Vegas. Agreed that it needs this one more, and will come out 
on fire. 

Shilton: Knowing Vegas, it'll be a high-scoring night. Knowing Dallas, it'll 
be more of a slugfest for offense. Let's meet in the middle: 4-3 Stars. 

Wyshynski: Vegas wins this game 3-1. Dallas defeats Arizona and 
Anaheim in its last two games, and the Los Angeles Kings and Nashville 
Predators both earn enough points to keep the Golden Knights out of the 
playoffs. 

The Knights' failure to qualify won't be because they couldn't beat Dallas. 
It'll be because they took one point out of two home games against the 
New Jersey Devils and San Jose Sharks, which was inexcusable -- 
especially considering what happened with the latter. 

On a scale of 1 to 10, how devastating would it be for Vegas to miss the 
playoffs? 

Matiash: 8.5. The organization can cite injuries as somewhat of an 
excuse. Max Pacioretty, Mark Stone (still not right), Alec Martinez, Reilly 
Smith (still out), Robin Lehner and others have lost significant time to 
different physical issues. But every team has to deal with injuries to 
prominent players. And this club was considered a playoff shoo-in ahead 
of the season, if not a top Stanley Cup contender -- and that's even 
before it traded for Eichel. So yeah, quite devastating. 

Ocal: 11. The optics would certainly be rough, given all the moves 
they've been making. It was bad enough that people have been citing the 
Knights' and Sabres' respective records since Eichel suited up for his 
new team. Vegas went all-in this season; a bust would hurt badly. 

Shilton: 10. Vegas swung for the fences in trading for Eichel. 
Management has stacked this roster with talent. They've finessed every 
inch of fine print to circumvent salary-cap constraints. To have all that 
effort and excellence add up to ... nothing? Disastrous. 

Wyshynski: 7. I'm a little lower on the panic scale for the Knights due to 
some mitigating circumstances -- although many of them were of their 
own creation. They were slammed by injuries at the wrong time, although 
their cap mismanagement only exacerbated their problems when they 
had to sit some players to create room for others. They didn't have a full 
season of Eichel. Their goaltending went from second in the NHL with 
Marc-Andre Fleury and Robin Lehner to 21st in the NHL with Lehner 
limited to 44 games, and then missing the final games of the season 
because of shoulder surgery and a knee injury. 

Meanwhile, Fleury went 8-1-0 following his trade to the Minnesota Wild at 
the deadline. 

I think anything higher than a 7 means wholesale changes: firing GM 
Kelly McCrimmon or trading a chunk of the roster for Carey Price, as was 
suggested here. I think a 7 means that they don't do anything more 
dramatic than firing coach Pete DeBoer, which would still be dramatic, 
but not as seismic a change as others might be expecting. This is still a 
championship-caliber team that just needs some recalibrating in the 
offseason. 

And now, let's check in on all the playoff races -- along with the teams 
jockeying for position in the 2022 NHL draft lottery. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Dallas Stars 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Nashville Predators 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market games available to stream live 
on ESPN+. 

Florida Panthers at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 

New Jersey Devils at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 

Columbus Blue Jackets at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7 p.m. 

Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 

Edmonton Oilers at Pittsburgh Penguins, 7 p.m. (ESPN) 

New York Islanders at Washington Capitals, 7 p.m. 

Detroit Red Wings at Toronto Maple Leafs, 7 p.m. 

Calgary Flames at Nashville Predators, 8 p.m. 

Arizona Coyotes at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. 

Vegas Golden Knights at Dallas Stars, 8:30 p.m. 

St. Louis Blues at Colorado Avalanche, 9:30 p.m. (ESPN) 

Seattle Kraken at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 

Anaheim Ducks at San Jose Sharks, 10:30 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Chicago Blackhawks 3, Philadelphia Flyers 1 

Expanded standings 

Note: x = clinched playoff spot; y = clinched division title; z = clinched 
best conference record; e = eliminated 

Atlantic Division 

z - Florida Panthers 

Points: 120 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 3 
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Next game: @ BOS (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 111 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. DET (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 106 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. CBJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 103 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. FLA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ TOR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. NJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ NYR (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

x - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 112 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ NYR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. CAR (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 101 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. EDM (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Washington Capitals 

Points: 100 
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Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. NYI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ WSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ TB (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ OTT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ WPG (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 116 

Regulation wins: 45 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. STL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Minnesota Wild 

Points: 109 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. ARI (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 109 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ COL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Nashville Predators 

Points: 94 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. CGY (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 98% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Dallas Stars 

Points: 93 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. VGK (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 91% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 29 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. PHI (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 
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Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. VGK (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ MIN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

y - Calgary Flames 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ NSH (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 37 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ PIT (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 34 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ SEA (Wednesday) 

Playoff chances: >99% 

Tragic number: N/A 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: @ DAL (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 12% 

Tragic number: 4 

Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. SEA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: <1% 

Tragic number: 1 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 3 

Next game: vs. ANA (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ SJ (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 4 

Next game: @ VAN (Tuesday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team can move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
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pick. Full details on the process can be found here. The 2022 draft lottery 
will be held on May 10. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 14 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 51 

Regulation wins: 16 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 20 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 62 

Regulation wins: 19 

6. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 65 

Regulation wins: 16 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 69 

Regulation wins: 25 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 74 

Regulation wins: 21 

11. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 22 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 80 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 83 

Regulation wins: 29 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 87 

Regulation wins: 31 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 90 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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Sportsnet.ca / With historic 60th goal, Matthews takes throne as top 
sniper in today's NHL 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

April 26, 2022, 9:54 PM 

 

TORONTO — Alex Ovechkin. Steven Stamkos. Auston Matthews. 

The list of players who’ve clawed their way to the 60-goal summit over 
the past two decades is brief as it is telling. Names that carry weight. 
Names that made history. Names signifying talent that promised 
greatness from the start. 

The Rocket Richard Trophy and the ever-growing reel of gorgeous 
snipes did much of the heavy lifting, but Tuesday night at Scotiabank 
Arena, Toronto Maple Leafs centreman Auston Matthews earned his 
place on that list and sealed his ascent as he tucked in his 60th goal of 
the 2021-22 campaign — a milestone no player in the NHL has touched 
in 10 years, a peak that’s been reached only twice in the past 20. 

It’s the highest sum Matthews has ever collected, sure. The most any 
player in the Maple Leafs’ 105-year history has ever put up, incredibly. 
But it’s also something more — it’s a torch being passed. It’s a throne 
being relinquished. Ovechkin remains perhaps the greatest pure goal-
scorer to ever touch NHL ice. But there should be no question now, if 
there was before Tuesday, about where No. 34 ranks among his 
generation of goal-scorers, where he ranks among the best in the NHL 
right at this moment. 

With his 60th, Matthews set the transfer in motion. From The Great Eight, 
to Papi: the crown of Top Sniper in today’s NHL. 

It took a two-goal night from the Maple Leafs’ star pivot to seal that 
ascent, Matthews potting No. 59 late in the second period against the 
Detroit Red Wings, corralling a Jason Spezza dish from behind the net 
and sweeping it forehand-to-backhand to slip it into the cage. Chants of 
‘MVP! MVP!’ erupted from the crowd as he skated back to the bench. 

The historic milestone marker came a period later, as the Maple Leafs 
circled like sharks on the power play. After the Red Wings did everything 
they could to occupy any lane that led to No. 34, Matthews picked up the 
puck along the right wall with a determined look about him, deciding to 
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make the magic happen himself. He took off, curling at the blue line, 
setting course for the net as the seas parted, and walked right down main 
street before unleashing that wicked wrist shot from the slot. 

No. 60, with authority. And with more ‘MVP!’ chants raining down as blue 
jerseys swarmed him, for good measure. 

Matthews reacts to reaching 60-goal mark: 'Just sends chills down 
through your bones' 

“It was pretty special, honestly,” Matthews said of the atmosphere that 
enveloped him in that moment. “Just the reception from my teammates, 
the crowd, everything. It just kind of sends chills down your bones. It’s 
kind of hard to put into words.” 

There was no containing the Scotiabank Arena crowd from there. A few 
minutes passed before the game could be resumed, so boisterous was 
the ovation from the Maple Leafs faithful. When it did, every blue and 
white dash up the ice brought another roar from the crowd, the clock 
eventually ticking down to seal the 3-0 Maple Leafs win. 

Off the ice and out of his gear after the final buzzer sounded, that navy 
blue Maple Leafs ballcap back on his head, Matthews took a moment to 
reflect on the path that brought him here. And, more specifically, the 
people who did — dad Brian and mom Ema. 

“You know, it’s hard not to think about a little bit of childhood memories, 
just all the sacrifices they made for me, and just the constant support and 
love from them,” he said. “I haven’t been able to speak to them yet, but I 
know I’ll talk to them when I get home. They mean a lot to me, and 
obviously I wouldn’t be here without them.” 

For his new family, the one he shares a locker room with, the one that 
gathered around him on the ice to cherish a bit of history made on 
Tuesday night, the moment was no less meaningful. 

“It’s special. It’s unique. It’s rare,” head coach Sheldon Keefe said of his 
star sniper after the game. “I’m just really happy for him. He works 
extremely hard — I know the abilities that he has, but he works extremely 
hard at his game, he works extremely hard off the ice. He takes his craft 
very seriously. So, to see him at the top of his game, and reaching these 
milestones, it’s outstanding.” 

The grins that spread across the bench as Matthews dropped to one 
knee for his customary fist-pump celly told the story of how the rest of the 
squad felt about it. 

“The guys were really excited,” continued Keefe. “The guys feel so happy 
for him, because he’s our leader. He does so many other things, and you 
want to see him get rewarded. And the guys also feel a part of it, as they 
should. … He gives so much to his game and to our team. It’s great for 
him to have that moment.” 

Though the third-year Maple Leafs bench boss seems a fresh face 
among the coaching ranks, he logged enough time as a pro in his own 
playing days to appreciate the kind of talent Toronto has in Matthews. 
And the names Keefe lined up alongside during his own tenure as an 
NHLer, the standard he has to compare No. 34 with, were a long way 
from nobodies. 

“I played with Vinny Lecavalier in Tampa. Marty St. Louis, Brad Richards, 
guys like that. Coaching a guy like Auston, he’s pretty special and unique 
in the way that he scores goals,” Keefe said. “The hardest thing to do in 
our league is to score goals at even-strength. That’s the hardest thing to 
do in the game. And he does that on a level that, it seems nobody’s able 
to do it anywhere near the same level. 

“You know, that’s special.” 

Where it goes from here for Matthews is anyone’s guess. Ovechkin took 
that 60-goal thread and kept pulling, spinning it into seven more Rocket 
Richard campaigns, six more 50-goal masterpieces. Stamkos’s 
unspooled more haphazardly, the next decade of his career passing 
without either. 

But the pair are bound by that bit of hockey history, by their membership 
in that extra-exclusive club. And regardless of what happens next, 
Matthews is a part of that too. 

“It’s humbling,” the young Leaf said of becoming the third piece of that 
historic trio. “It’s a big honour just to be in the same breath as those two 
guys, and what they’ve been able to accomplish in their careers. You 
know, I’m still striving to kind of be on that level. So, there’s a lot of work 
to be done.” 

Indeed, the true test looms just over the horizon. Because there’s 
another thing that connects Ovechkin and Stamkos and their careers 
post-60-snipes, something that allowed their personal accomplishments 
to be celebrated without caveats — both went on to cement their legacies 
with championship rings. 

For Matthews and his Leafs, that’s the next summit. Performances like 
Tuesday night’s — which clinched home ice for Toronto’s next post-
season test — hint at the potential to perhaps get there, or at least to 
make a real go of it. But Leafs Nation has one more week to practise 
patience before those questions can truly be answered. 

For now, all eyes turn to Friday night’s tilt with the Boston Bruins. One 
last chance to hone skills and prepare bodies, one last game to close out 
a historic season, to celebrate what 2021-22 brought, before it’s 
crumpled up so the real story can be written. 
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Sportsnet.ca / In Crosby's barn, Oilers' McDavid sends loud message to 
Hart voters 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

April 26, 2022, 11:54 PM 

 

PITTSBURGH — The torch was officially passed from one generational 
player to the next, while second place was clinched and the Art Ross 
Trophy signed, sealed, and scheduled for a Saturday delivery. 

On a fabulous four-point night, Connor McDavid waltzed into Sidney 
Crosby’s barn and gave the hockey world a virtuoso performance. It 
ended as a 5-1 Edmonton Oilers win at Pittsburgh on Tuesday, a tidy bit 
of business that wrapped up the Oilers' season in a nice, tight bow with 
two games to play — now meaningless ones. 

“A quiet four-point night? A loud four-point night? I don’t know. It’s just 
normal, right?” marvelled Zach Hyman, who wasn’t sure that McDavid 
authored more scoring chances on this night than any other in recent 
weeks, though more lit the lamp than usual. 

“He makes so many plays on the ice that don’t result in goals. He 
probably could have had a couple more points,” Hyman said. “He’s such 
a dynamic player. He’s the best player in the world. That’s what you 
expect. That’s what you get. I’m glad he’s with us. I’m glad I’m here.” 

On the same night Auston Matthews sewed up the Rocket Richard by 
scoring No. 60, McDavid moved seven points ahead of second-place 
Jonathan Huberdeau in the points race with 122 points. With Huberdeau 
closing in, and McDavid’s childhood hero Crosby on the opposing bench, 
the Oilers captain pitched a thriller in Pittsburgh, bringing the home crowd 
out of their seats throughout the night. 

“That’s what the best players in the world do. They rise to those 
occasions,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “What he’s doing here with 
this season … there’s almost a consensus that it is just McDavid being 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 27, 2022 

 

McDavid. That’s what he does. But he’s at a career high, he’s driving our 
team and he’s playing the game the right way. He’s driven to win.” 

There have only been two 125-point seasons since the turn of the 
century (Joe Thornton and Nikita Kucherov). If McDavid can get there, 
he’s just throw more sand in the gears for the Hart Trophy voters. 

As for his ongoing competition with Crosby, well, other than the Stanley 
Cup count there isn’t much left to be contested, head to head. In nine 
career meetings it’s 5-13-18 for McDavid, and 2-3-5 for Sid, who had to 
settle for a front-row seat — but zero points — Tuesday. 

“For everybody in that generation, Sid was the guy that most kids looked 
up to. I’m sure that adds an extra layer for (McDavid),” said Hyman, who 
added an important goal early in the third that broke open a 2-1 game. 

But it was McDavid’s game that had this barn buzzing, as Edmonton won 
in regulation here for the first time since the doors opened. He has 12 
points in Edmonton’s last four games, carrying his club to second place 
in the Pacific and home-ice advantage in Round 1 against the Los 
Angeles Kings. 

“Towards the end of the season, things get harder, and it’s harder to 
score. He’s making it easier,” said Hyman. “He’s stepping up and being a 
huge difference maker for us. We had a stretch there where things 
weren’t going well. We needed to turn it around quick. He’s a big reason 
why we were able to.” 

Mike Smith won his 10th straight start, the longest such winning skein in 
the NHL this season and leaving him tied for the Oilers record with Grant 
Fuhr (1985-86). Smith is en fuego at precisely the right time, stopping 33 
pucks Tuesday as he stakes his claim to be Woodcroft’s Game 1 starter. 

Also, with the score 4-1 and the Pittsburgh net empty, Smith rifled a 190-
foot shot and missed the goal by a foot. It would have been icing on a 
well-baked cake here in Pittsburgh, where the Oilers thoroughly 
outplayed a Pittsburgh team that dearly needed these points. 

“I was on my toes on the bench to see if it was going in. If there’s 
anybody that can do it, it would be him,” Woodcroft said. 

This young first-time head coach is leading a team into the playoffs that 
has the third best winning percentage in the NHL since March 1. That’s 
two full months of elite hockey, and a confidence that was on display 
here. 

“That performance you saw tonight against a really good hockey team,” 
began Woodcroft, “was four lines contributing for all 60 (minutes), a 
goaltender that was on his game, special teams were firing … It was a 
complete 60 for us versus a team that had something to play for.” 

It’s home now for a couple of tune-ups against San Jose on Thursday 
and the Vancouver Canucks on Friday. 

Then a third straight playoff appearance for a team that has never been 
more confident. 

This could be fun. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Thrilling Flames-Predators tilt whets appetite for playoff 
series 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 27, 2022, 1:19 AM 

 

NASHVILLE -- What started with a fight between two former carpool pals 
ended with an overtime winner that saw the Calgary Flames beat their 
former backup goalie. 

In between was a three-hour melodrama that included another 
heavyweight scrap, more hits than a Nashville concert series, several 
lead changes and a game-tying goal with 0.1 seconds left in regulation. 

As Matthew Tkachuk walked off the ice for a post-game interview 
Tuesday, the first thing out of his mouth was, “what happened?” 

Hours after the game Flames and Nashville Predators fans were 
wondering the same thing, as one of the most incredible regular-season 
scripts was flipped endlessly in a 5-4 win for the Flames that easily could 
have passed as a playoff tilt. 

“I’ve got to say, I’ve played over 1,000 games now and that’s probably 
(one of the) top five games I’ve been a part of, with the goals, the hits, 
the fights, the emotion, the crowd,” said Milan Lucic of a game filled with 
more drama, twists and violence than anything at Dutton Ranch. 

“It was a great game to be a part of. I think everybody who was here, and 
watched on TV, got their money’s worth.” 

Told there were 74 hits in the game, Tkachuk interjected with a grin, “in 
the first period?” 

It was indeed that opening frame that set the tone with former Predators 
teammates Erik Gudbranson and Tanner Jeannot squaring off for a 
heavyweight tilt borne out of an exchange of big hits on one another. 

Earlier in the day, when no one could have guessed how raucous things 
would get, there was Gudbranson speaking glowingly about the 
youngster who “was his ride for two weeks,” after he was traded to 
Nashville last season. 

Both teams rode the emotion of that battle with a litany of post-whistle 
scrums that saw Tkachuk and Matt Duchene exchange some nasty 
stickwork while lining up for a draw, followed by a big-boy tilt between 
Lucic and Mark Borowiecki. 

The tone setting didn’t stop there, nor did the plot twists in a game that 
saw the Predators clinging to a 4-3 lead when their starting netminder 
and MVP, Juuse Saros, came up lame and needed help onto the bench 
and down the tunnel with a left leg ailment of some sort with 6:32 left. 

Potentially devastating far beyond Tuesday's drama. 

Enter David Rittich, who was a member of the Flames until last season’s 
trade deadline. 

With just 0.1 seconds remaining, and Flames netminder Dan Vladar 
pulled for an extra attacker, the very first shot on Rittich was a stuff-job 
by Tkachuk from the side that slid under his pads as the horn sounded. 

The Flames, and their fan base, exploded in celebration, not knowing if 
indeed it would count. 

“I couldn’t hear, so I didn’t know if it was in or not,” said Tkachuk, whose 
41st was confirmed by video review. 

“It was just, ‘what else? What else can happen?” 

Wild sequence sees Flames' Tkachuk send it to overtime with 0.1 on the 
clock 

Lucic intervened with a grin. 

“How much more can we get entertained?” 

Plenty more. 

Two minutes into overtime, Elias Lindholm silenced a Bridgestone Arena 
crowd we should all hope will witness a rematch in the opening round. 

A Dallas shootout win over Vegas 15 minutes later confirmed the Preds 
had clinched a playoff spot. Nashville is now tied with the Stars at 95 
points apiece with two games remaining. 
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Regardless of who wins that battle to play Calgary, the Flames left 
Nashville owning the night. 

“I think there were a lot more plays that were bigger than (his goal), and 
Looch was just saying that in there, it didn’t mean as much as it does 
when it comes to points, but when it comes to the team sticking up for 
one another and battling for each other that game did so much for us,” 
said Tkachuk, whose club got its second two-goal game from a surging 
Dillon Dube. 

“Those fights, the goaltending. That game felt like a four-overtime playoff 
game. That was as good of an atmosphere as I’ve seen in the NHL by a 
mile, including playoffs.” 

There was no update on Saros' status after the game. 

The result is a testament to just how well this team has bought into the 
importance of finishing strong, even though there’s nothing on the line 
standings-wise for the Pacific Division champs. 

“Darryl (Sutter) has been on us about being in playoff mode for the last 
10, 15 games and I think that’s what makes him a really good coach and 
why we’ve had so much success as a team,” said Lucic. 

“He prepares us and gets us ready and fired up for every game no matter 
what. 

“I just think we showed a lot of character sticking up for each other and 
four ourselves and I said it even after the Saturday night game that this 
game wasn’t going to be one where you’re going through the motions 
because they’re playing to clinch a playoff spot and it’s a possible first 
round matchup. If we play them, or don’t play them, whoever we play, it 
was definitely a playoff-type game.” 

This, remember, is the same building in which Tkachuk scored his 
between-the-legger, one-timer at the buzzer in overtime a few years 
back, making this place memorable for more than just Tootsie’s. 

Yet, all he wanted to do was talk about the process, as opposed to the 
result, singling out Lucic and Gudbranson for handily winning their 
respective fights. 

“What they did there was huge for our team,” he said. 

“What this game did for us to bring us together this time of the year… this 
game did so much more for us than people would probably expect. 

“It’s definitely feeling good. 

“That game prepared us for what this next little bit is going to be like.” 

Asked if he could handle a seven-game series with the Preds, Tkachuk 
smiled: "Get the ice packs ready." 
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Sportsnet.ca / As playoff hopes vanish, Canucks' Hughes shatters long-
standing record 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 27, 2022, 2:08 AM 

 

VANCOUVER – Quinn Hughes didn’t get what he wanted Tuesday night, 
but still got something he deserved. 

The 22-year-old defenceman smashed a franchise scoring record that 
had stood for 35 years, but his accomplishment in the Vancouver 

Canucks’ 5-2 win against the Seattle Kraken was hollowed by the 
elimination of his team from the playoff race when the Dallas Stars beat 
the Vegas Golden Knights in a Texas shootout hours earlier. 

With two games remaining in their National Hockey League season, the 
Canucks are six points behind the Stars and won’t be able to catch them 
for the final wild-card playoff spot in the Western Conference. 

Years from now, Hughes will appreciate eclipsing Doug Lidster’s record 
of 63 points in a single season for the Canucks. Then again, maybe he 
won’t, because coach Bruce Boudreau said last weekend that Hughes 
will break the record another five times before he’s finished playing. 

But on Tuesday, mostly what he felt was disappointment, despite a three-
point game that lifted him to 66 points, with games remaining Thursday 
against the Los Angeles Kings and Friday against the Edmonton Oilers. 

“I'm definitely humbled right now,” Hughes said of the record after the 
Canucks failed for the sixth time in seven seasons to qualify for the 
Stanley Cup tournament, despite going 31-15-9 since Boudreau took 
over the team on Dec. 5 “In my crazy mind, I have more goals that I want 
to do and I've just got to keep going. It's unfortunate that we miss the 
playoffs with Dallas winning. We pushed hard and I think we can go into 
next year and have a similar record and just go from there. 

“It's definitely disappointing. But in saying that, I mean, we've got to be a 
little proud of ourselves the way we pushed the last four and a half 
months. And I think, for myself, I really do think that we can carry this into 
next year. I think our culture has really improved and guys really want to 
win and I think everyone can see it.” 

Hughes moved past Lidster with the second assist on J.T. Miller’s goal 
just 3:34 into Tuesday’s game. He later assisted on defence partner Luke 
Schenn’s tap-in and ended the night by scoring on a beautiful feed from 
Conor Garland, who set up three goals and was the best Canuck. 

Since returning April 9 from bronchitis, which forced him to miss two 
games and not more only because of the Canucks’ desperate playoff 
push, Hughes has three goals and 10 assists in eight games. 

“I feel like my last 40 games have been the best in my career by a lot -- 
by a landslide,” Hughes said. “Just my overall game, not the points. 
There's still defencemen in the league that are better than me, and I want 
to be right up there with them. That's what I'm pushing for.” 

It took the five-foot-10 defenceman from Michigan, via Toronto, just three 
seasons to beat a record that had stood since 1987. But really, what took 
him so long? 

Hughes might have challenged Lidster’s mark had his rookie campaign 
two years ago not been halted at 69 games by the debut of COVID-19. 
Including the 17 playoff games Hughes logged that summer in the 
Edmonton bubble, he amassed 69 points in 85 games as a freshmen 
straight out of the University of Michigan. 

That’s how good he was. How good he is. 

In Saturday’s loss to the Calgary Flames, Hughes surpassed Dennis 
Kearns’ 1977 record of 55 assists in a season by a Vancouver blue-liner. 

Boudreau said in January that Hughes was the best he has ever coached 
at his position, although the Canucks’ boss was a little more measured 
earlier this month when he reiterated that the agile defenceman is as 
good as any passer he has coached. 

But Hughes was minus-24 last year during the pandemic season, and 
that old-school statistic scalded the new-age player who vowed to be 
better defensively this season. He told Sportsnet in November that he 
wouldn’t care if had zero points, as long as he didn’t get scored on. 

He is plus-eight this year, and a lot of more advanced statistics validate 
the uptick in Hughes’ two-way game. Hughes’ goals-against-per-60-
minutes has shrunk to 2.18 this season at five-on-five -- more than a 
puck better than his 3.27 mark last year. 

Hughes also has a bigger role, killing penalties and defending leads. 
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“It sounds crazy, but I think I'm more satisfied about the plus/minus and 
my overall game than I am the points, honest to God,” he said. “The 
points are nice, but it was just such a hard year last year . . . being dash-
24 -- and I took it personal. So this year, that's what I'm most happy 
about, to be honest.” 

Hughes said players became aware after the first period that Dallas, 
which needed to lose in regulation for the Canucks to stay in the playoff 
race, had forced its game against Vegas into overtime. 

About the only Canuck who was unaware was goalie Spencer Martin, 
called up from the minors to replace injured starter Thatcher Demko. 
Boudreau said after the morning skate that Demko has an “ouch” and 
that he is out day-to-day. 

But the final three days of Vancouver’s season may belong to Martin, 
who was the organization’s fifth-string goalie when he joined the Canucks 
last summer. The 26-year-old played his way into the starter’s role in the 
American Hockey League with Abbotsford, and earlier this month signed 
a two-year, one-way contract with the Canucks. He is expected to be 
Demko’s backup next season. 

“My goal is to be full-time (in the NHL) and obviously I'm not full-time right 
now,” Martin said after making 30 saves, a pile of them during Seattle’s 
eight power plays. “So just every chance that I get to play or practise with 
these guys, I'm trying to show that I can hang around and help them next 
year and going forward. I'm not taking anything for granted.” 

After this season, none of the Canucks can afford to do that. 
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Sportsnet.ca / After spirited playoff chase, the value of belief is part of the 
Canucks' culture 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 25, 2022, 8:49 PM 

 

VANCOUVER — The Vancouver Canucks’ playoff chase, already a 
minor miracle, was literally down to its final second on Sunday. So to 
have another 60 minutes to play for on Tuesday feels like a massive, 
unexpected bonus. 

Much has gone into the Canucks’ playoff dream overcoming common 
sense and surviving until the final week of a National Hockey League 
season. Some of it is inexplicable. But in the matter of Canucks versus 
Seattle Kraken on Tuesday, and especially San Jose Sharks versus 
Vegas Golden Knights on Sunday, the evidence is pretty clear: divine 
intervention. 

How else to explain the Golden Knights, who would have eliminated the 
Canucks from the Western Conference wild-card race by beating San 
Jose Sunday at home, blowing the lead in the final second in regulation 
time, then losing in a shootout? 

“You guys don't know me that well but, listen... I believe in things that 
happen,” Vancouver coach Bruce Boudreau said Monday after the 
Canucks practised at Rogers Arena for another last chance. “Like, I 
believed when I was 38 years old, playing in Fort Wayne (in the IHL), that 
I still had a chance at making the NHL. I always found that if you stop 
believing, then it never happens. But if you believe in it hard enough, 
then maybe some dreams do come true. 

“If all the favourites won, boy, the betting world would really take a hit, 
right?” 

With Vegas leading 4-3 and needing a win to move four points clear of 
Vancouver and within two of the Dallas Stars, Knights defenceman 
Brayden McNabb tried to clear the puck high up the sideboards in the 
final seconds. Standing at the blue line was six-foot-five Sharks 
defenceman Brent Burns, who used most of his height to knock the puck 
down before launching a desperate, wayward slapshot that bounced 
perfectly off the end boards for Timo Meier to score the tying goal with 
0.9 seconds remaining. 

But not getting nearly as much attention was the far less explicable 
winning goal in the shootout, which denied Vegas a victory and means 
the Canucks can survive again Tuesday if they beat the Kraken and the 
Golden Knights win in regulation in Dallas. 

Both Vancouver and Vegas are trying to catch the Stars. 

San Jose’s shootout winner was scored by 20-year-old, second-round 
pick, Thomas Bordeleau, who was still playing college hockey for 
Michigan when April began. Bordeleau is the grandson of former Canuck 
Paulin Bordeleau, who began his NHL career with three seasons in 
Vancouver in the 1970s after leaving junior hockey in Toronto, where his 
Marlboros teammate was Bruce Boudreau. 

Boudreau said he remembers Paulin scoring on a last-minute penalty 
shot to beat Peterborough in Game 7 of the 1973 Ontario Hockey 
League final, which allowed the Marlies to advance and win the Memorial 
Cup. 

“Crazy things can happen in sport,” Boudreau said. “I've seen it a lot of 
times in the last day of the year, where the underdog has beaten a team 
that just has to win the game. And they're heavily favored and they don't 
win. If you give up hope, then you're done. You always have to believe 
that there's a chance. And if we win tomorrow, you never know. You 
never quit until it's done.” 

The Canucks haven’t quit. But, let’s be clear, they’re done. 

Not only do they have to beat the Kraken while the Knights win in 
regulation against the Stars, the Canucks would also need to end their 
season by sweeping back-to-back games against the playoff-bound Los 
Angeles Kings and Edmonton Oilers, while Dallas and Vegas go a 
combined 0-4 the rest of the week. And one of the Stars’ opponents are 
the Arizona Coyotes. 

But here they are, at least, at Game 80 and still playing for something. 
That was unfathomable at Game 22, when the Canucks were 6-14-2, or 
after Game 25 when Boudreau was hired to replace Travis Green, and 
president Jim Rutherford was hired to replace fired general manager Jim 
Benning. 

The Canucks are 30-15-9 since then and, even dimmed by going 0-2-1 in 
their last three games, have played at a 105-point clip under Boudreau. 

“When we first started talking about how we're going to turn things 
around back in December, you look at the big picture, it... was 
overwhelming,” defenceman Luke Schenn told reporters after he was 
nominated Monday for the Bill Masterton Trophy. “Like Bruce said earlier, 
you focus on the game at hand, and the one day, and then you win the 
week and kind of go from there. The smaller goals are a little bit more 
realistic, and then the bigger picture starts to be a little more clear. 

“But here we are in the last few days of the season and, like you said, 
we're hanging on. That's all you can ask for at this time — is to continue 
to play meaningful games.” 

Forward J.T. Miller said: “Bruce gave us a new life when he got here, a 
new jump and fresh start. And ever since then, I think we took our 
opportunity and decided to run with it. I'm really proud of our guys in 
here. It takes a lot of care and a lot of want. And it's really easy to roll 
over when you're 8-15, or whatever we were back then, and just write 
this season off as a regroup-type of year. We've really done almost 
everything we can to this point to show that we could compete against 
the best teams in the league. It's really exciting moving forward no matter 
what happens.” 
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Miller said players still have something to prove.   

“I always think of that Jim Valvano quote: never give in, never give up 
type of thing,” Boudreau said. “I think that comes from (me) being in the 
minors for so long and never knowing if you're going to get a job the next 
year, whether it's playing or coaching. But you just keep striving for it. I 
hope they've gotten that message this year, that it's a never-give-up 
situation. Winning is a culture that you bring, and I'm hoping if there's 
anything that I'm bringing to the team it's that winning is the only 
important thing.” 

Right next to believing. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews aims for milestone, momentum ahead of playoffs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

What would 60 goals mean to Auston Matthews?  

"It'd mean a lot, but it's also not the end of the world either," the Leafs 
centre said. "There's more to this season than accomplishing that." 

Matthews has been held without a goal in two games since returning 
from an undisclosed injury. Overall, he's gone five games without 
scoring, which is his longest drought of the season. He's been stuck at 58 
goals since potting a pair against the Montreal Canadiens on April 9.   

"I imagine he'll be going tonight, and we'll hope that one falls for him," 
said coach Sheldon Keefe. "But as long as his legs are moving and he's 
working on both sides of the puck and he's generating chances, I think 
that's all he's looking for. He has enough confidence in himself that goals 
will come." 

Matthews fired 11 shots on net over the weekend and picked up two 
assists during Sunday's win in Washington.  

"I've had some really good opportunities of late," he said. "As long as I'm 
getting those opportunities, I know they'll fall." 

The chances didn't fall in last year's playoffs when Matthews scored just 
once in seven games against the Montreal Canadiens. The pressure will 
be immense when the postseason opens next week, and the Leafs want 
Matthews going in feeling as good as possible.   

"He's a guy that's used to scoring and it feels good when you're scoring," 
acknowledged Keefe.  

Only two players – Tampa Bay's Steven Stamkos and Washington's Alex 
Ovechkin – have scored 60 goals in a season during the salary-cap era. 
When Matthews scored his 50th goal on March 31, he was mobbed by 
teammates in the dressing room afterwards. The group is eager to 
celebrate another milestone moment.  

"We obviously want to see it," said captain John Tavares, "but we want to 
keep going with the same approach and let that take care of itself. I 
mean, what's his goals per game? Odds are pretty good. So, we just 
want to keep playing the same way and have the same focus and I know 
he does too." 

Matthews, who is averaging 0.81 goals per game this season, almost 
always seems to have a healthy swagger. How does he stay in the 
moment?  

"Just living," he said before pausing for a moment. "I'm not sure I can 
really explain it. It's just living ... There's only so much we can control. All 

we have is today and all we have right now is a game tonight against the 
Red Wings." 

The opposition is well aware that Matthews seems to have a sense for 
the occasion.  

"I don't know if it's through added strength, through added confidence, 
but he's just been able to really take over games," said Detroit coach Jeff 
Blashill, "you feel like he brings it to a whole other level." 

'No doubt we want to see it': Leafs pushing for Matthews to hit 60 goal 
plateau 

Having yet to score a goal since his return from a three-game absence, 
Auston Matthews sits at 58 goals on the season. The Leafs' superstar 
says hitting the 60-goal mark would mean a lot, but is also focused on 
team goals. Wanting to see the milestone, captain John Tavares says he 
hasn't spoken to Matthews much about the chase, but would love to see 
him get it. 

Top-line winger Michael Bunting, who got hurt in Saturday's game in 
Florida and missed Sunday's tilt in Washington, hit the ice ahead of the 
main group on Tuesday.  

"It's a very positive sign," Keefe said. "He's not going to play his week 
and then we'll re-evaluate him from there, but things are looking positive."  

Alex Kerfoot slotted in beside Matthews and Mitch Marner at the morning 
skate. 

What's it like facing Matthews?  

"It's exciting," said Wings defenceman Moritz Seider. "It's exhausting, but 
you always like playing against the best guys in the league and that's 
what I look forward to." 

Seider, 21, has been getting the tough matchups basically all season. 
Playing a full 82-game schedule for the first time has been an 
adjustment, but Seider hasn't shied away from the challenge. Oftentimes, 
bigger and older players will look to target rookies, but Seider hasn't 
wilted.  

"You're not intimidating Moritz Seider," said Blashill.  

The coach points out that the sixth-overall pick from the 2019 draft has 
already refined the art of the reverse hit.  

"Like, you can go try and hit him hard and every once in a while, you 
might get the best of him, but most of the time he's getting the best of you 
and he's not going to back down either way," Blashill said.  

Detroit is winless in three games against the Leafs this season, but 
Seider is plus-one with five assists against Toronto.  

"He's just really solid," observed Matthews. "Really good poise with the 
puck. A really good first pass [which] is maybe not as appreciated as 
much, but I find he makes really good passes coming out of the D-zone. 
He's always leading the rush and has been really solid on both sides of 
the ice for them. He's always a challenge to go against. He's big [6-foot-
4, 197 pounds]. He's strong and he's got a long reach. He's a solid all-
around player."  

That's why Seider has emerged as a favourite to win the Calder Trophy.  

"Very complete player," said Keefe. "Some players come in and have 
one or two things that really carry them, but then they have a lot of things 
that need a lot of work and that's why it takes some time, and you have to 
protect them. He seems to be a very well-rounded, very mature guy for 
his age and that's why he's able to take on so much. There's not a lot 
missing from his game."  

Seider confirmed that he'll play for Germany at the World Championship 
following the NHL season. 

'It's exciting, it's exhausting': Calder favourite Seider ready for challenge 
of stopping Matthews 
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Calder favourite Moritz Seider says it is exciting to go up against the 
leagues best players, but admits that facing Auston Matthews can be 
exhausting trying to prevent the Leafs' sniper from shooting. The Red 
Wings defenceman also isn't letting the rookie of the year talk distract 
him, as he says he is just happy to be playing in the NHL. 

After missing seven of eight games, including six straight, with an 
undisclosed injury, Jake Muzzin is ready to return.  

"Very significant," said Keefe of the development. "He needs to get the 
game reps to get himself up to speed and then just to gain the 
confidence that he's ready to go." 

Muzzin has only played four games since suffering a concussion, his 
second of the season, on Feb. 21. He was paired with T.J. Brodie at the 
morning skate. 

Justin Holl projects to be a healthy scratch. 

Muzzin draws back in; Bunting out for at least a week 

After missing the last six games due to an undisclosed injusy, Jake 
Muzzin will return to the Leafs lineup tonight against the Red Wings, with 
hopes he can get up to speed before the playoffs. Michael Bunting 
skated on his own, and will be out for the rest of the week. 

Rasmus Sandin, who has been out since March 19 with a knee injury, 
took part in Toronto's morning skate. Could he play on Friday?  

"I think we'll see Rasmus," Keefe said. "He's got some appointments 
today to get through and if that goes well, I think you'll see him with our 
team for practice and then we'll take it from there. He hasn't had a full 
team practice yet." 

Toronto wraps up the regular season on Friday against the Boston 
Bruins. 

Ondrej Kase, who has been sidelined with a concussion since March 19, 
also took part in Tuesday's skate.  

"Today is an important step for him just being on the ice with a full team 
and that many players moving around and the puck flying around," Keefe 
said. "But there's no timeline on him. We're not working towards any 
target date or anything like that right now." 

The winger has been plagued by concussions throughout his career and 
was limited to just three games last season. On Monday, Kase was 
named Toronto's nominee for the Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy, which 
is awarded annually to the NHL player who best exemplifies the qualities 
of perseverance, sportsmanship and dedication to hockey. 

"When he's played and when he's practised, he gives you nothing but 
everything he has and you can't help but appreciate that," said Keefe. 
"The fact that he's willing to come back, he's willing to push ... speaks to 
the fact that he loves his team and loves his teammates." 

'He gives you everything he has': Kase's perseverance inspires Leafs 

The Toronto chapter of the Pro Hockey Writers Association voted winger 
Ondrej Kase the Leafs nominee for the Bill Masterton Memorial Trophy. 
The 26-year-old from Czechia was limited to three games last season 
due to concussions. This season, he got his career back on track playing 
50 games with Toronto and emerging as a reliable contributor. Kase is 
currently sidelined by another concussion, but is working hard to get back 
in time for the playoffs. 

After sitting out Sunday's game for load management, Tavares will be 
back in the lineup on Tuesday. Did he appreciate the chance to catch his 
breath?  

"Yes and no," the 31-year-old centre said. "As a competitor you want to 
play. I try to take a lot of pride in the 82-game grind but, you know ... 
having a couple days off the ice, physically, you feel a little better and 
now trying to get the feel for the game back. It's a balance. There's 
definitely good things to it … You take advantage of the opportunity, and 
it made a lot of sense when Keefer approached me about it." 

Sunday was only the second game Tavares has missed this season. 

Nick Robertson was called up from the American Hockey League and will 
slot in beside Ilya Mikheyev and Tavares on second line against Detroit. 
He also took reps with the second power-play unit at the morning skate. 
Since last playing for the Leafs on March 25, Robertson has 12 goals 
and seven assists in 17 games with the Toronto Marlies. 

Leafs Ice Chips: Robertson slots in beside well-rested Tavares 

As Michael Bunting remains out due to injury, Alex Kerfoot will play 
alongside Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner on the top line, while Nick 
Robertson draws into the lineup, and will play on a line with John 
Tavares and Ilya Mikheyev. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 
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