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Hurricanes win final playoff tuneup, close out regular season with big win over Devils 

By Chip Alexander 

The grind, 82 games of it, is over. Now, the fun stuff. 

The Carolina Hurricanes closed out the regular season 
Thursday against the New Jersey Devils, rolling to a 6-3 
victory on fan appreciation night at PNC Arena that Canes 
fans appreciated. 

Next up: the Stanley Cup playoffs, the best time of the year. 

The Canes, who open the playoffs at home next week 
against either Boston or Tampa Bay, closed out the regular 
season 29-8-4 on home ice as goalie Antti Raanta won his 
15th game of the season. It was Carolina’s sixth straight 
victory, boosting its overall record to 54-20-8 and point total 
to 116. 

As forward Jordan Martinook put it, “All eyes ahead. It’s 
about getting ready and starting the next journey. Now, 
we’ve got to prove what kind of team we are.” 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, back in the lineup after missing 13 of the 
past 15 games, had a goal and two assists -- in the first 
period. Defenseman Ethan Bear and forward Martin Necas 
scored in the first 5:33 of the game -- Necas redirecting an 
Ian Cole shot from the point — before Kotkaniemi made it 3-
0 as starting goalie Andrew Hammond had a rough period. 

“It was actually easier than I thought, to get back on the 
pace,” Kotkaniemi said. 

Teuvo Teravainen made it 4-1 late in the second period, and 
Steven Lorentz and Martinook picked up goals in the third as 
13 players ended up on the scoresheet. 

Raanta, who had 27 saves, took it from there. He allowed a 
first-period goal to Fabian Zetterlund, and was beaten by 
Jesper Bratt and Jimmy Vesey late in the third, but was 
moving and anticipating well. 

Raanta and Frederik Andersen combined to win the 2021-22 
William M. Jennings Memorial Trophy as the goaltenders 
playing at least 25 games for the team that allowed the 
fewest goals. The Canes have given up a league-low 202 
goals this season. 

“That’s a good capper to the season,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s a good commitment from the group. 

“They come, they work and they’re good guys. It’s a fun 
group to be around and I’m excited to see what comes next.” 

With the Metropolitan Division won, Brind’Amour gave 
captain Jordan Staal, defenseman Jaccob Slavin and 
forward Andrei Svechnikov the night off — an extra day of 
rest. He switched up the lines, putting Lorentz on Sebastian 
Aho’s line with Seth Jarvis. 

“It was certainly one of those games that you didn’t want to 
have an injury,” Brind’Amour said. “I think we avoided that 
and it’s nice to get the win, too.” 

It was Raanta’s first time in net since he left Sunday’s game 
against the New York Islanders with a lower-body injury. He 
said Thursday morning that he had a “little tweak” in the 
Islanders game but felt fine. 

The status of Andersen is still in question. Brind’Amour said 
Andersen has not skated since the April 16 lower-body injury 
at Colorado but has been getting in full off-ice workouts. 

“He’s doing everything that our medical staff is asking him to 
do,” Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. 

It has been a tough go for Kotkaniemi since taking a big hit 
from Washington’s Lars Eller late in the March 28 road 
game. He missed eight games with a lower-body injury, 
returned for two, then needed more time off. 

Itching to get back and play, Kotkaniemi assisted on the 
goals by Bear and Necas, then stuffed one home for his first 
goal since Feb. 20 against Pittsburgh. 

It took all season but former Canes defenseman Dougie 
Hamilton finally was able to return and play at PNC Arena. 
Hamilton, who left Carolina in free agency after last season, 
suffered a broken jaw in his first year with the Devils. 

Of note 

The Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association selected Andersen as the Canes’ MVP for the 
2021-22 season and named Svechnikov the winner of the 
Josef Vasicek Award recognizing cooperation with the local 
media. 
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Hurricanes’ record regular season sets them up well for Stanley Cup Playoff grind

By Luke Decock 

At the very end of the very long beginning, the Carolina 
Hurricanes made it look so easy. Even with some of their 
best players watching from the press box, they were up three 
goals and cruising in mere minutes, a suitable conclusion to 
a season that saw the Hurricanes win the Metropolitan 
Division and shatter records set by that team. 

They eclipsed the regular-season points record set in 2006. 
They recorded consecutive division titles for the first time in 
franchise history, in two different divisions, no less. They did, 
in short, just about everything they set out to do — meeting 
the very lofty expectations they set for themselves a little less 
than a year ago in the aftermath of their elimination at the 
hands of the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

That exit prompted a summer retooling on the fly from the 
net out, and it seemed fitting the final piece of the puzzle — 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, poached via offer sheet and since re-
signed to an eminently reasonable contract — had three 
points in less than eight minutes Thursday. (That’s not to sell 
Seth Jarvis, who later played his way onto the roster in 
training camp, short. Jarvis was going to get here eventually. 
His early arrival proved timely.) 

After all that, they’ll still have to wait a day to figure out 
whether their reward is yet another rematch with the Boston 
Bruins or a rematch with the Lightning, both vying for the role 
of perennial postseason partner once played by the New 
Jersey Devils — Thursday’s 6-3 victim at PNC Arena. Either 

way, they’re going to face one of the teams that ended their 
past two seasons, with a chance to surpass them. 

Amid this ascent to become one of the best teams in the 
NHL, none of this should be taken for granted. The 
uncommon luxury of clinching a playoff berth with three 
weeks to spare is a wonderful reward for a season well 
played, but even if it was inevitable this season, even if it 
should be — has to be — merely the beginning, it’s still worth 
celebrating. 

It wasn’t too long ago that these final home games were 
exercises in futile optimism, the Hurricanes long since 
eliminated from the playoffs year after year after year, 
meaningless salutes to fans willing to stick it out to the bitter 
end. Thursday night was no less meaningless, for all the 
right reasons, another division banner already ordered to join 
the others, a first in the Metro to join the three from the 
Southeast and one from the Central. 

Attention turns quickly to the postseason, but it’s worth taking 
this moment to acknowledge the particular accomplishment 
of the past seven months, a season in which the Hurricanes 
sought, and claimed, a place among the NHL’s elite. 

The playoffs are, thanks to the vagaries of goaltending and 
injuries and sheer randomness, inherently unpredictable. A 
franchise that once had “just find a way in and anything can 
happen” as its mission statement – and went on to prove that 
in 2002 and 2009 and even 2019 – knows that as well as 
any. 

But the regular season is a proving ground, less the war of 
attrition that the playoffs always become than an 
ultramarathon, always testing every facet of the roster for 
skill and depth and grit and raw talent, demanding resilience 
not only on a game-to-game basis but week to week, month 
to month. At one point, what seems like decades ago, the 
Hurricanes had to play two skaters short thanks to the NHL’s 
COVID rules ... and still won. They needed five different 
goalies to get to the end, with the fifth of them — the late-
arriving Pyotr Kochetkov — perhaps providing the margin 
between winning the division and not. 

There’s never any shortage of emotion and motivation in the 
playoffs, and there certainly won’t be for the Hurricanes 
against either the Bruins or the Lightning, but it takes true 
commitment to muster it night after night after night, all just to 
get to this point. The Stanley Cup may be the truest test of 
any postseason, but an NHL regular season is an equally 
stout examination, without the same glory at the end. The 
Hurricanes passed this one. 

It’s easy to say the hard part starts now, but this wasn’t easy, 
either. 
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Kotkaniemi, Hurricanes close regular season with style 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — In the 82nd and final game of the 2021-22 
regular season, the Hurricanes’ No. 82 put on a show. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi has three points in the first 13 minutes of 
the game, assisting on two goals and scoring the third, to 
vault Carolina to a 6-3 win over the visiting Devils in front of 
18,040 Thursday at PNC Arena. 

“It was nice to get a couple there early,” Kotkaniemi said. “It 
helps to gain confidence and get it back a little bit.” 

Playing for the first time since aggravating an upper-body 
injury that has held him out of the lineup a combined 13 
games since late March, Kotkaniemi assisted on first period 
goals by Ethan Bear and Martin Necas before scoring one of 
his own. 

“That’s a that’s a nice way to get back in … yeah, he was 
good,” said Jordan Martinook, who played on a line with 
Kotkaniemi and Necas and scored a goal of his own in the 
third period. “He didn’t miss a beat, and it was good to click 
with those two.” 

Kotkaniemi’s three-point first period set a new career high for 
points in a game. He had scored two points in a game 14 
times in his career — four times this season with Carolina — 
before Thursday’s three-point effort. 

The Hurricanes also got Antti Raanta back in net, a reality 
that seemed unlikely when he limped off the ice during 
Sunday’s game on Long Island. That opened the door for 
rookie Pyotr Kochetkov to earn wins in each of his first three 
NHL appearances. 

But Raanta reestablished himself as the likely Game 1 
starter when the Hurricanes open the postseason next week 
at PNC Arena, stopping 27 shots and, more importantly, 
coming away unscathed in his tuneup for the playoffs. 

“It was a big thing to see him there tonight. He did a great 
job,” Kotkaniemi said. “It’s good to know he’s ready to go and 
play next week.” 

The Hurricanes also clinched the William M. Jennings 
Trophy, given annually to the goaltenders for the team that 
allows the fewest regular season goals. Raanta and Frederik 
Andersen, who both played the minimum 25 games to be 
eligible for the award, backstopped a team that allowed 202 
goals in the 82-game season, a 2.46 goals allowed per game 
average. 

“It’s definitely a team award, but obviously you’ve got to have 
good goalies to have a good team,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “And I think it’s a good capper to the 
season.” 

It’s a season in which Carolina set new franchise records for 
wins (54) and points (116) while claiming its first Metropolitan 
Division title and second division crown in a row after winning 
the Central last season. 

“As proud of as we are of our regular season, what we 
accomplished, that kind of goes out the window come Game 
1,” said Hurricanes forward Steven Lorentz, who scored his 
eighth goal of the season Thursday. “Everything we’ve done, 
worked for throughout the entire season — this is the show 
now and this is where guys will make their bread.” 

Lorentz is one of several players who have made 
Brind’Amour’s decisions come the start of the playoffs 
difficult. Whether it’s Boston or Tampa Bay in Round 1 — 
that will be determined by Friday’s games — Brind’Amour 
has plenty of options for his lineup to start the postseason 
and as it grinds on. 

“We’ve had those little tough decisions all year when we 
were healthy,” he said, “and hopefully we’ll have those 
again.” 

Lorentz and Martinook each scored in the third period, and 
Derek Stepan extended his point streak to three games with 
an assist. All three have been shuffled through the lineup as 
Brind’Amour and his staff tried to keep everyone sharp 
throughout the season and now heading into the playoffs. 

And now, with a season-ending six-game winning streak in 
hand, there’s another level to reach. 

“Once Monday hits, it goes from here to here,” Martinook 
said while raising his hand toward the ceiling. “The jump is 
pretty substantial. I think we’re playing well, but obviously 
everybody can give a little more and that’s what you need for 
the playoffs. 

“I have all the trust in the world that everybody in this room is 
going to juice up even more, and we’ll be ready to rock.” 

Notes: Seth Jarvis made a magnificent move to set up 
Lorentz’s goal, earning an assist and extending his point 
streak to seven games. … Jaccob Slavin, who along with 
Jordan Staal and Andrei Svechnikov was given the night off, 
finished the season plus-35, tying Brett Pesce (2018-19) for 
the best mark in team history. … Brady Skjei had an assist to 
reach 39 points for the season, matching his career high set 
in his rookie season in 2016-17. … Kotkaniemi’s goal was 
his 12th of the season, a new career high. … Sebastian Aho 
had an assist to finish with 81 points, two shy of his career 
high. … Bear’s goal was his fifth, tying his career-best total 
with Edmonton in 2019-20. 
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Category 5: Hurricanes’ playoff tuneup 

By Cory Lavalette  

The Hurricanes end the regular season Thursday with a visit 
from the New Jersey Devils. While Jordan Staal, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Jaccob Slavin will sit out the game — which 
has no impact on Carolina’s playoff position or opponent — 
two Hurricanes will return to the lineup. 

1. Goalie Antti Raanta will get the start against the Devils 
after leaving Sunday’s game on Long Island with an injury 
and sitting out the last two. 

“Got a little time to take a look at it, and it feels good being 
on the ice again and working hard and competing,” Raanta 
said, adding that he felt 100% healthy. 

Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov filled in admirably in relief while 
Raanta rested up, winning all three games and posting a 
2.42 goals-against average and .902 save percentage. 

Raanta, who had compared the 22-year-old to fellow 
Russians Andrei Vasilevskiy and Sergei Bobrovsky after 
seeing him practice for the first time last week, was just as 
impressed after seeing Kochetkov in game action. 

“He looks really comfortable in there,” Raanta said, “and you 
can see that his confidence is really high. It’s just great to 
see.” 

With Frederik Andersen still not skating, Raanta will 
presumably start Game 1 of Carolina’s opening round playoff 
series. The 32-year-old Finn has played in five postseason 
games in his career but has never started one, coming on in 
relief in all those appearances. 

He said he’s ready to take on the task. 

“Absolutely. That’s the mental side of it,” Raanta said. “You 
never know what happens and, obviously, it’s tough to see 
your goalie partner going down and get hurt. He’s been 
probably one of the best goalies in the whole league the 
whole year. … I’ve been trying to work hard and whenever I 
got the chance to play, I’ve been trying to play as good as I 
can. 

“I think there’s still one or two extra levels that I can do a little 
bit better. But day by day, one day at a time, one shot at a 
time, and that’s pretty much the mental focus right now.” 

2. Also playing Thursday is fellow Finn Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
who last played at Colorado on April 16 before aggravating 
an upper-body injury originally suffered on a late-game hit by 
Lars Eller in Washington on March 28. 

The game should provide a good tuneup for Kotkaniemi 
before the playoffs start early next week. 

“It always takes a little time to get back on the pace of the 
game,” Kotkaniemi said, “so it’s good to get one under the 
belt for the playoffs.” 

Kotkaniemi said he’s “really pumped” for the postseason, 
and why not? He has 12 points — including nine goals — in 
29 career playoff games and reached the Stanley Cup Final 
last season with Montreal. That included the game-winning 
overtime goal in Game 6 of the first round against the Maple 

Leafs last season. The Canadiens then won Game 7 in 
Toronto to fuel their run to the final two. 

Kotkaniemi’s experience, despite being just 21 years old, 
could help the Hurricanes on a deep run. 

“I think every time you go to the playoffs you learn something 
new,” Kotkaniemi said. “We had a good run last year — it 
was a long one. You learn to be ready every single game, 
every single minute in the game. If you sleep one second, 
the other team is going to score and you might lose the 
game.” 

3. Another player returning to PNC Arena tonight is Dougie 
Hamilton. Hamilton signed a seven-year, $63 million contract 
with the Devils last offseason after spending three years in 
Raleigh. 

It’s been a tough season for the defenseman, who missed 
more than seven weeks with a broken jaw and has nine 
goals and 20 assists in 60 games in his first season in New 
Jersey. 

“I think he’s had a pretty good first season,” Devils coach 
Lindy Ruff said Thursday afternoon. “Pretty tough ride, pretty 
tough injury. Before (the injury), the number of opportunities 
he was in offensively was probably higher. His post-injury 
and wearing the shield and the vision not being as good, I 
think there’s lots of factors that probably since post-injury 
hasn’t been as high quality as it was before.” 

Hamilton missed the Devils’ previous game at PNC Arena — 
though he was in the building — so this will be his first game 
in Raleigh against his old team. 

4. Carolina is locked in as the Eastern Conference’s No. 2 
seed as the Metropolitan Division champion and awaits its 
opponent in the first round. Regardless, the first two games 
of the series — and the Eastern Conference semifinal, 
should the Hurricanes advance — will be played at PNC 
Arena. 

The likely opponent is Boston, which trails Tampa Bay by 
three points for third place in the Atlantic Division with two 
games remaining for both teams. 

Either way, the Hurricanes will get a chance to exorcise one 
of their playoff demons in Round 1. The Lightning eliminated 
Carolina in five games in the second round last season, 
while the Bruins knocked the Hurricanes out in both 2019 
(four-game sweep in the conference final) and 2020 (fives 
games in the second round). 

Carolina swept the Bruins this season, winning all three 
games by a combined 16-1 score, and were 2-0-1 against 
the Lightning, winning the only matchup in Raleigh and 
splitting two overtime decisions in Tampa. 

5. Most people have known Tripp Tracy from his television 
analyst role, but he’s also become a social media star in the 
past couple years with his enthusiastic and positive posts 
along with his “Digging in with Tripp” podcast. 

The podcast showcases how much reach Tracy has, with 
interviews with everyone from current stars Sidney Crosby, 
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Aleksander Barkov and Sebastian Aho to legends Bobby 
Clarke, Scotty Bowman and Wayne Gretzky. 

There’s a reason Tracy has the ear of so many of hockey’s 
biggest names: he’s approachable, warm, funny, 
compassionate and thoughtful. 

He will be taking off the rest of the season and playoffs to 
“get healthy,” the team said in a statement Wednesday, and 
he has my full support, along with that of the Hurricanes, 
their fans and the entire hockey world. 

Get well, Tripp. We’re all digging in right alongside you. 

 

Canes Close Out Regular Season With Dominating Win Over Devils 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes finished their 
regular season Thursday the same way they started it - with 
a 6-3 victory over a Metropolitan Division opponent.  

Three Things: 

1) Finished Strong 

Tonight's contest was a relatively meaningless one for both 
sides, with Carolina already having locked up the top spot in 
the Metropolitan Division and New Jersey eliminated from 
playoff contention weeks ago. 

Rod Brind'Amour said following morning skate that the 
primary objective was to keep everyone healthy and the 
team did just that. 

With Andrei Svechnikov, Jordan Staal and Jaccob Slavin all 
sitting out for rest purposes, the team was still able to pick up 
their sixth consecutive victory. 

From start to finish the Canes were in control, scoring just 
4:44 in and never looking back. 

2) Welcome Back, KK! 

In more health-related news, Jesperi Kotkaniemi returned to 
the lineup once again for the affair, after missing the last five 
after aggravating his lower-body injury that he suffered on 
March 28. 

Not only did he get back in the mix, he made his presence 
felt early, recording three points in the first 12:53 for his club. 

It was the first three-point game of Kotkaniemi's career and 
he said post-game that everything feels just fine physically 
going into the playoffs. 

3) Stay Hot, Jarvy 

Rookie Seth Jarvis turned a fantastic individual effort into a 
primary assist during the third period, setting up Steven 
Lorentz for a must-see tally. 

It was the seventh consecutive game that #24 has published 
a point, moving his already career-long point streak to a new 
high. 

 They Said It: 

Jordan Martinook on Jesperi Kotkaniemi returning... 

"That's a nice way to get back in - when you get two [points] 
in your first three shifts. He was good. He didn't miss a beat 
and it was good for him to click with those two. He was great, 
[Martin Necas] was skating, it was a good night." 

Steven Lorentz offering his two cents on the team closing the 
book on their regular season and turning the page to the 
playoffs... 

"This time of year, going into playoffs, we're taking steps in 
the right direction and we have another step to take come 
playoff time. It's only natural that guys have a little extra edge 
and a little extra juice to take our guys to a new level. We're 
obviously very excited. It's an exciting time to be a player, a 
fan or a coach. It's an exciting time of year and we're looking 
forward to the challenge." 

Rod Brind'Amour reflecting on the regular season that now 
was... 

"I wish that you got rewarded more for the 82 games, if you 
really think about it. That's a grind and to do it the way our 
group did is pretty special. How much do you really want to 
enjoy it? We're trying to get to the next phase and that starts 
next week. It's been a special year. We didn't really have any 
downtime. We had a couple games where things didn't go 
our way, but there were no stretches where it was just bad. 
We just didn't get some wins. The guys have been real 
special that way this year." 

What's Next?: 

The Canes will now wait to find out who they'll play in the first 
round of the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. It will either be the 
Boston Bruins or Tampa Bay Lightning, pending the outcome 
of their two games tomorrow night. 

Bonus Notes: 

 Antti Raanta returned to the net for the win, 
stopping 27 out of 30. 

 With the win, Raanta and Frederik Andersen earned 
a share of the William M. Jennings Trophy, awarded 
annually to the goaltenders of the team with the 
fewest goals allowed during the regular season 
(min. 25 GP). 

 The Canes conclude the regular season 54-20-8. 
Both the 54 wins and 116 points are franchise 
records. 
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Preview: Canes vs. Devils 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will put a bow on 
their division title-winning regular season Thursday by taking 
on the New Jersey Devils. 

Canes Record: 53-20-8 (114 Points, 1st - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Canes Last Game: 4-3 Win over the New York Rangers on 
Tuesday, April 26. 

Devils Record: 27-44-9 (63 Points, 7th - Metropolitan 
Division) 

Devils Last Game: 5-4 Loss (OT) to the Ottawa Senators on 
Tuesday, April 26. 

PREVIOUS MEETINGS:   

 Saturday, January 22: The Devils spoiled Jack 
LaFontaine's NHL debut, New Jersey takes a 7-4 
victory. 

 Saturday, January 29: Antti Raanta stops 24 out of 
25 in his first game back from injury, earning the 
Canes a 2-1 win on Whalers Night. 

 Saturday, April 23: Carolina scores twice in the final 
4:36 to steal a dramatic victory in Pyotr Kochetkov's 
NHL debut. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Last Time Out: The Canes locked up their 2022 Metropolitan 
Division championship Tuesday night by hanging on for a 
win over the New York Rangers. Pyotr Kochetkov weathered 
an early storm for the team inside Madison Square Garden, 
aiding in a pivotal turning point in the game. Carolina was 
forced to kill off three penalties in a span of 7:04 and they did 
so successfully, then allowing them to pick up the game's 
momentum. Less than two minutes later they scored, kicking 
off a three-goal second period swing. Tack on an early third 
marker from Sebastian Aho and that would be all that the 
Canes needed to close the book. 

Franchise History: In addition to locking up the number one 
seed in the Metro, the Canes also set two new records for 
the organization on Tuesday. The team picked up their 53rd 
win of the season and in turn their 113th and 114th points of 
the season, both new highs. 

Five In A Row: Not to be overlooked, Carolina has also won 
five games in a row now, dating back to last Monday in 
Arizona. They've also scored 21 goals during that span, an 
uptick of their season average of 3.35 goals-per-game. 

Kochetkov's Arrival: This time last week Pyotr Kochetkov had 
yet to play in an NHL game. Now, he's won his first three 
games in three appearances in four days. Kochetkov earned 
wins in starts over New Jersey and the New York Rangers, 
with a relief appearance victory in between over the New 
York Islanders. With 55 stops on 61 shots against thus far, 
the rookie has made waves around the league, emerging as 
the latest brick wall in net for Carolina. While an update on 
Frederik Andersen could come as soon as today, one of 
either Kochetkov or Antti Raanta is expected to start for the 
Canes this evening. 

Let The Kid Cook: Rookie Seth Jarvis moved his career-long 
point streak to six games with an assist on the above Aho 
goal. Since March 17 he has recorded 19 points, which ties 
him with Aho for the team-lead. He is also just the second 
rookie since the franchise's relocation to have a point streak 
of six games or more. The other? Aho in 2017. 

Playing The Full 60: The Canes have a league-best +45 goal 
differential in the third period thus far this season. Including a 
11-2 ratio within the last week alone, the group has proven to 
never be out of games in the third, while at the same time 
displaying a killer instinct to put teams away. 

A Look At The Other Side: The Devils enter their second-to-
last regular season having lost their last four games played. 
Unfortunately they are also limping to the finish line of their 
season health-wise, as already without superstar Jack 
Hughes, they will not have P.K. Subban nor Nico Hischier 
tonight, both of whom did not travel due to non-COVID 
illnesses. AHL Utica's leading goal scorer, Alexander Holtz, 
has joined New Jersey in Carolina though, and could be a 
player to watch. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

Milestones Within Reach: Vincent Trocheck is five points shy 
of 100 as a member of the Hurricanes. 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their red 
sweaters tonight. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 29, 2022 

 

 

Hurricanes close out regular season with sixth win in row, defeat Devils 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes finished the 
regular season with their sixth straight win, 6-3 against the 
New Jersey Devils at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a goal and two assists after missing 
five games with a lower-body injury, and Antti Raanta made 
27 saves for the Hurricanes (54-20-8), who haven't lost since 
April 16, a 7-4 loss to the Colorado Avalanche. 

"It's been a real special year," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We had a few games that didn't go our 
way, but there was never stretches where it was bad. It's 
hard to play at this top level. The League is so good. To be 
able to look back and go, 'Man, that's a pretty darn good 
record.' And we did it the right way." 

Fabian Zetterlund, Jesper Bratt and Jimmy Vesey scored for 
the Devils (27-45-9), who are 0-3-2 in the past five games 
and end their season on Friday at home against the Detroit 
Red Wings. 

Andrew Hammond allowed six goals on 30 shots before 
being replaced in the third period by Jon Gillies, who made 
six saves. 

"If you look at some of the puck play, puck management hurt 
us on a few goals," New Jersey coach Lindy Ruff said. "You 
evaluate your players against the best teams. We failed a 
test tonight. There's a few plays we left out there, but I 
thought we also handed them a few too many." 

The Hurricanes took a 1-0 lead at 4:44 of the first period 
when Ethan Bear's wrist shot from the right point redirected 
off the stick of Devils forward Pavel Zacha. 

Martin Necas made it 2-0 at 5:33, tipping in Ian Cole's shot 
from the left point. 

Kotkaniemi extended it to 3-0 at 12:53 after Necas 
intercepted Devils defenseman Ty Smith's pass from behind 
the net and fed him for a tap-in at the right post.  

"A couple good, lucky bounces there," Kotkaniemi said. "It's 
nice to get a couple goals there early. It sure helps to gain 
confidence a little bit. It was actually easier than I thought to 
get back on the pace." 

Zetterlund cut the lead to 3-1 at 13:55 off the rush before 
Teuvo Teravainen made it 4-1 at 17:47 of the second period. 
He picked up the puck off a face-off win by Vincent Trocheck 
and scored on a wrist shot from the high slot. 

Carolina took a 5-1 lead at 3:14 of the third period after Seth 
Jarvis stickhandled past two New Jersey defenders and 
centered to Steven Lorentz for his eighth of the season. 

"Playing with two unbelievably skilled guys like 'Jarvy' and 
[Sebastian Aho], you've just got to go to the net and good 
things happen," Lorentz said. "I was going to try to do the 
spadework and let those guys' skill take over." 

Jordan Martinook redirected a shot by Brady Skjei at 7:32 to 
extend the score to 6-1. 

Bratt made it 6-2 at 14:17 off a cross-ice pass from Nolan 
Foote and Vesey scored on his own rebound at 15:44 for the 
6-3 final. 

"I felt pretty good, obviously a little rust," said Vesey, who 
missed 10 games with a lower-body injury. "It felt good to be 
back with the team. Nice to score a goal, but not the result 
we wanted." 

NOTES: Vesey had one goal, three shots and one hit in 
13:01 of ice time in his return. … Kotkaniemi also had three 
shots on goal in 16:09 of ice time. ... Zetterlund led the Devils 
with six shots … The Hurricanes finished the season with 54 
wins and 116 points, setting new Hartford 
Whalers/Hurricanes records. … Raanta and Frederik 
Andersen won the 2021-22 William M. Jennings Trophy, 
given to the goaltenders who play at least 25 games and 
allow the fewest goals during a season, after allowing an 
NHL-low 202 goals. … Hurricanes defensemen Jaccob 
Slavin and Brett Pesce each finished plus-35 to establish a 
Hartford Whalers/Hurricanes season record. … Jarvis has 
seven points (three goals, four assists) during a seven-game 
point streak. ... Raanta is 7-0-1 against New Jersey. … Bear 
tied a career high in goals (five). He scored five in 71 games 
during the 2019-20 season as a member of the Edmonton 
Oilers. … Skjei has 39 points (nine goals, 30 assists) this 
season, tying his career high set in 2016-17 as a member of 
the New York Rangers (five goals, 30 assists). ... Zacha had 
two assists to set a career high in points (36 points; 15 goals, 
21 assists). 
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NHL Buzz: Kotkaniemi back in lineup for Hurricanes against Devils 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi will return to the Hurricanes lineup 
against the New Jersey Devils on Thursday (7 p.m. ET; 
BSSO, MSG+, ESPN+, NHL LIVE). 

The forward missed five games with a lower-body injury. He 
previously missed eight games with the same injury before 
returning to play two. 

"I think it was fine at the time I got back, but it wasn't too 
bad," Kotkaniemi said. "It's feeling good and ready to go." 

Goalie Antti Raanta will start for the Hurricanes after missing 
one game with a lower-body injury. He left a 5-2 win against 
the New York Islanders on Sunday after making a save at 
12:57 of the second period.  

"It was just a little tweak," Raanta said. "It felt a couple times 
like it didn't feel that great. Got a little time to take a look at it 
and it feels good being on the ice again, working and 
competing, so that's the main thing right now. 

"It was nice to go out there, and I didn't have to think about 
anything," he said. "I just tried to go and play normally, so 
everything feels good." 

Goalie Frederik Andersen has missed five games with a 
lower-body injury sustained during the third period of a 7-4 
loss to the Colorado Avalanche on April 16 while extending 
his left leg to make a save. He has not returned to the ice 
since. 

"He's certainly working hard," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "I saw him in [the training room] again 
today. He's looking good. He's doing everything our medical 
staff is asking him to do, and he's coming along nice." 

Pyotr Kochetkov is 3-0-0 with a 2.42 GAA and .902 save 
percentage in three games (two starts). -- Kurt Dusterberg 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS 

The Predators are hopeful Juuse Saros could be ready for 
Game 1 of the Western Conference First Round. 

The goalie will not play the final two regular-season games 
because of a lower-body injury. Coach John Hynes had no 
update after the morning skate Thursday, when the 
Predators will play the Colorado Avalanche at Ball Arena in 
Denver (9 p.m. ET; ALT, BSSO, ESPN+, NHL LIVE). 

"I didn't want to get into the confidence level," Hynes said. 
"As I said, I think it's important right now that he's still being 
evaluated and he's still going day to day to see how he feels. 
And for us, we'll take it one day at a time. Lots of times with 
injuries, especially with these guys because they're so 
healthy and all kinds of treatments that they get, sometimes 
you get different type of treatments per day and they come 
back and they feel better than anticipated. Sometimes they 
don't feel as well as they thought based on some of the 
treatments. So we'll just get through these two games and 
then we'll evaluate where he's going to be." 

Goalie David Rittich will start for the Predators against the 
Avalanche. Connor Ingram will start at the Arizona Coyotes 
on Friday.  

Ingram was recalled from Milwaukee of the American 
Hockey League on Wednesday. The 25-year-old made his 
NHL debut Oct. 24. 

"I think it's important for David to get in and play again, and 
it's also going to be important for Connor Ingram to be able 
to come in and getting some game action versus some NHL 
shooters, NHL game speed, those type of things will be 
important for him too," Hynes said. 

Saros left a 5-4 overtime loss to the Calgary Flames on 
Tuesday at 13:28 of the third period. His 67 starts lead the 
NHL, and his 38 wins are tied for second with Andrei 
Vasilevskiy of the Tampa Bay Lightning and the second-most 
by a Predators goalie in one season (Pekka Rinne, 43 in 
2011-12; 42 in 2017-18; 41 in 2014-15). 

Nashville (44-29-7) will be one of the two Western 
Conference wild cards. It clinched a Stanley Cup Playoff 
berth for the eighth consecutive season when the Dallas 
Stars defeated the Vegas Golden Knights 3-2 in a shootout 
Tuesday. 

NEW YORK RANGERS 

Artemi Panarin and Andrew Copp did not play for the New 
York Rangers in a 4-3 loss to the Montreal Canadiens at 
Madison Square Garden on Wednesday. 

Panarin (upper body) and Copp (lower body) left a 4-3 loss 
to the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday in the second period. 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said the forwards didn't return 
for precautionary reasons, which is why they sat out 
Wednesday. He did not say if they will play the regular-
season finale against the Washington Capitals on Friday. 

"Nothing major, obviously," Gallant said before the game. "I'll 
know more today, but there's nothing to worry about. Not 
going to play tonight either one of them, but there's no 
concern if they'll play next week." 

New York will finish second in the Metropolitan Division and 
open the Stanley Cup Playoffs against either the Pittsburgh 
Penguins or Capitals. 

Copp also missed a 3-1 loss at the Boston Bruins on April 23 
with a lower-body injury he sustained in a 6-3 win at the New 
York Islanders two days earlier. 

"We're going to rest some players a little bit here," Gallant 
said. "It's a good opportunity to do that, so we'll see where 
they go and how they'll get along. 

"They might play Friday. We'll decide on that. If they don't 
play Friday, it's not because they're going to be injured. 
There's no issues. We're making sure on the cautious side." 

Kaapo Kakko played 14:48 against Montreal after missing 
four games with a lower-body injury. The forward played the 
previous four, scoring two goals in a 4-0 win against the 
Philadelphia Flyers on April 13, after returning from an 
upper-body injury that kept him out for 31 games from Jan. 
22-April 7. 

"It's good that I still have a couple games before the 
playoffs," Kakko said. "I'm feeling good. I want to go full 
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power. I think I'm good right now and ready to play." -- Dan 
Rosen 

MINNESOTA WILD 

Jared Spurgeon, Matt Dumba and Mats Zuccarello are 
possible to return for the Wild against the Colorado 
Avalanche on Friday. 

Spurgeon and Dumba, who are defensemen, and Zuccarello, 
a forward, will not play against the Calgary Flames on 
Thursday (8 p.m. ET; NHLN, BSN, BSWIX, SNW, ESPN+, 
NHL LIVE).  

"We're hoping that one, two, or three of them will play in 
tomorrow's game, but we'll have to wait and see," Wild coach 
Dean Evason said.  

Spurgeon, who is third on the Wild with an average ice time 
of 21:08 per game, will miss his second game with an upper-
body injury sustained in a 5-4 overtime loss to the Nashville 
Predators on Sunday.  

Zuccarello (lower body) will miss his third game and Dumba 
(upper body) will miss his 12th. 

Wild general manager Bill Guerin said he anticipates the 
team to be fully healthy for Game 1 of the first round in the 
2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs, which begin Monday. Minnesota 
will play the St. Louis Blues in the best-of-7 series.  

"I'm hoping," Guerin said. "But I do think there's a good 
chance we're 100 percent." 

 

 

 

Hurricanes goalies Andersen, Raanta win William M. Jennings Trophy 

Carolina leads NHL in goals against for first time 

NEW YORK -- The Carolina Hurricanes tandem of Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta have won the 2021-22 William M. 
Jennings Trophy, presented annually to the goaltenders who 
play a minimum of 25 games for the team allowing the 
fewest goals during the regular season. 

Carolina, which concluded its regular-season schedule 
tonight, yielded a League-low 202 goals (including shootout-
deciding goals) to finish ahead of its nearest competition, the 
Calgary Flames (203 through the second period of tonight's 
contest) and New York Rangers (205) - who both still have 
games remaining. 

Signed as free agents on July 28, 2021, Andersen and 
Raanta combined to earn the first Jennings Trophy in 
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history. They also became the 
first duo to claim the award while both playing their first 
season with a team, though seven prior individuals have 
done so: Brian Hayward (1986-87 w/ MTL), Mike Dunham 
(1996-97 w/ NJD), Roman Turek (1999-00 w/ STL), Robert 
Esche (2002-03 w/ PHI), Niklas Backstrom (2006-07 w/ 

MIN), Brian Elliott (2011-12 w/ STL) and Robin Lehner 
(2018-19 w/ NYI). 

Andersen went 35-14-3 in 52 games this season, ranking 
among the top netminders in goals-against average (2nd; 
2.17), save percentage (4th; .922), shutouts (t-6th; 4) and 
wins (7th; 35) entering tonight's action. Andersen, who also 
won the Jennings Trophy with the Anaheim Ducks in 2015-
16, became the eighth player to capture the award with 
multiple teams, following Ed Belfour (CHI and DAL), Manny 
Fernandez (MIN and BOS), Jaroslav Halak (STL and BOS), 
Dominik Hasek (BUF and DET), Lehner (NYI and VGK), 
Patrick Roy (MTL and COL) and Turek (DAL and STL). 

Raanta appeared in 28 contests this season, going 15-5-4 
with a 2.45 goals-against average, .912 save percentage and 
two shutouts. His goals-against average placed seventh in 
the League entering tonight's schedule. 
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Hurricanes defeat Devils 6-3 in regular-season finale  

By Bob Sutton 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Jesperi Kotkaniemi had a goal and 
two assists and the Carolina Hurricanes closed a record-
setting regular season with a 6-3 victory over the New Jersey 
Devils on Thursday night. 

The Hurricanes, who clinched the Metropolitan Division title 
two nights earlier, added to their franchise records for wins 
(54) and points (116) in a season. 

“That’s a grind,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “To do it the 
way our group did it, I think is pretty special. … That’s a 
pretty darn good record and we did it the right way.” 

Ethan Bear, Martin Necas, Teuvo Teravainen, Steven 
Lorentz and Jordan Martinook also scored for the 
Hurricanes, who will carry a six-game winning streak into the 
playoffs. 

“All eyes ahead,” Martinook said. “It’s going to be about us 
getting ready and start the next journey.” 

Carolina goalie Antti Raanta made 27 saves and improved to 
7-0-1 all-time against New Jersey. 

“We’re kind of taking the steps in the right direction,” Lorentz 
said. “I think we have another step to take come playoff 
time.” 

The Hurricanes scored four or more goals in eight of their 
last 10 games. 

“You can see why they’re in the playoffs,” Devils coach Lindy 
Ruff said. “Their puck play, they’re strong on pucks. That’s a 
team that you can use as an example of how hard you’ve got 
to skate and how hard you’ve got to play.” 

Fabian Zetterlund, Jesper Bratt and Jimmy Vesey scored for 
the Devils, who are 0-3-2 in their last five games with one 
game remaining. Pavel Zacha had two assists and Andrew 
Hammond stopped 30 shots. 

Martinook’s forechecking disrupted New Jersey’s transition 
out of its defensive zone and Bear was rewarded with the 
goal in just his seventh game in a month’s span to open the 
scoring. 

Necas and Kotkaniemi added goals in the game’s first 13 
minutes. Combined with assists on the game’s first two 
goals, Kotkaniemi secured his first three-point outing in his 
237th career game and became the only Carolina player this 
season with a three-point period. 

Kotkaniemi was back on the ice after missing the last five 
games, playing just twice since late March because of 
injuries. 

“At the beginning when they had the 3-0 lead, you can’t give 
up that,” Zetterlund said. “It’s too easy (for them). … We kind 
of know they’re going to go out aggressive.” 

Zetterlund’s second goal of his career came 62 seconds after 
New Jersey fell into the 3-0 hole. Bratt’s third-period goal 
gave him a share of the team lead with 26. 

RESTING UP 

Captain Jordan Staal, second-leading scorer Andrei 
Svechnikov and defenseman Jaccob Slavin sat out for the 
Hurricanes, who sought to limit wear and tear as much as 
possible. 

Defenseman Brady Skjei and right winger Jesper Fast 
played in all 82 games this season for the Hurricanes. Slavin 
(79 games), Staal (78) and Svechnikov (78) are staples in 
Carolina’s lineup. 

Devils center Dawson Mercer can become his team’s only 
player to appear in all 82 games if he plays Friday night. New 
Jersey’s Nico Hischier, who is second on the team with 59 
points, was scratched Thursday night. 

AT LEAST ONE TROPHY 

Raanta and teammate Frederik Andersen were winners of 
the Jennings Trophy that goes to the goaltenders having 
played at least 25 games for the team allowing the fewest 
goals. Carolina gave up a league-low 202 goals. 

It’s the first time members of the Carolina franchise have 
won the trophy. 

“It’s definitely a team award,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously, 
you’ve got to have good goalies to have a good team. It’s a 
good little capper to the season.” 

Andersen, who has been out since April 16 with a lower-body 
injury, and Raanta finished with 35 and 15 wins, respectively, 
in their first seasons with Carolina. Andersen is the eighth 
goalie to win the trophy with multiple teams, also part of 
Anaheim’s effort in 2015-16.  

Alex Lyon (1-0-1), Jack LaFontaine (0-1-0) and Pyotr 
Kochetkov (3-0-0) also played seven total games in net with 
the Hurricanes this season. 

HOME COOKING 

The Hurricanes finished with a 29-8-4 record in home 
games, with the 62 points just two shy of the team’s PNC 
Arena record, established during the Stanley Cup-winning 
2005-06 season.  

Carolina has secured home-ice advantage for at least two 
playoff series, if it advances that far. 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 29, 2022 

 

 

Canes close out regular season with commanding win over Devils 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes took the ice for the final time in the 
regular season Thursday night, and they looked completely 
the part of a 54-win, 116-point division champion.  

The Canes beat the New Jersey Devils handily 6-3, as 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi scored three points in the first period to 
set the tone early. Along with Kotkaniemi, who had one goal, 
Ethan Bear, Martin Necas, Teuvo Teravainen, Steven 
Lorentz and Jordan Martinook found the back of the net for 
the home team.  

In net for the Canes was Antti Raanta, who stopped 27 of 30 
shots faced in his return from a brief injury. The Devils 
started Andrew Hammond who allowed six goals, turning to 
John Gillies late to finish things off.  

With the result Thursday, the Hurricanes’ Raanta and 
Frederik Andersen wrapped up the Jennings Trophy for the 
fewest goals against at 202. It’s the first Jennings Trophy in 
franchise history. 

If there was any fear that the Canes had already packed it in 
for the regular season, those were quelled almost instantly 
as Carolina scored twice in the first 5:33 Thursday night.  

The first came from Bear, who’s point shot took a weird 
deflection off a New Jersey skater to beat Hammond and 
give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead 4:44 into play. Kotkaniemi, 
playing in his first game in nearly two weeks, got his first of 
three-points in the period with the secondary assist.  

The Canes doubled their advantage just 49 seconds later, as 
another point shot from a defenseman led to a goal. This 
time it was Ian Cole who sent the puck towards net, with 
Necas coming in with a beautiful deflection to get it past 
Hammond. And again, Kotkaniemi picked up the secondary 
assist.  

Later in the period it was Kotkaniemi’s turn to do the scoring, 
as Necas made a nice pass following a turnover to set up the 

Finnish forward in the crease. Kotkaniemi showed some nice 
composure to stick with the play and tap in his first goal since 
Feb. 20.  

The Devils answered Kotkaniemi’s score to get one back just 
a minute later, as Fabian Zetterlund laced a wonderful snipe 
past Raanta to cut things to 3-1.  

Not too much of note happened for most of the second 
period, as things stayed at 3-1 until the final minutes. The 
Devils rang the post twice, while both teams had a fruitless 
power play and both goalies made grade-A saves.  

Hammond worked some magic to deny Brett Pesce from the 
slot and then Brady Skjei on the follow. On the other end, 
Raanta flashed the pad to deny Yegor Sharangovich.  

The Canes added a goal to their lead late in the middle 
frame though, as Teravainen wristed a beauty past 
Hammond to make it 4-1. Vincent Trocheck won an 
offensive-zone faceoff back to Teravainen cutting across, 
and Turbo picked his spot to score the goal.  

Seth Jarvis unleashed some nasty stick moves to set up the 
Hurricanes’ fifth goal early in the third period, undressing a 
New Jersey skater before finding Lorentz in front of the net. 
Lorentz scored his eighth goal of the season and first since 
March 12 to make it 5-1.  

Not too long after that, Martinook had a tight-angle redirect 
on a Skjei shot in to make it a 6-1 game. The Devils added 
two more later in the third as Carolina did some resting of the 
workhorses, with Jesper Bratt and Jimmy Vesey the goal 
scorers.  

And with that, the regular season came to an end with the 
Canes setting franchise records in both wins and points.  

The Hurricanes will be back in PNC Arena to open up the 
playoffs against either the Boston Bruins or Tampa Bay 
Lightning, which will be decided Friday night.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Martinook, Lorentz, Kotkaniemi on regular season finale 
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By Alec Sawyer 

The regular season is done, as the Canes beat the Devils 6-
3 Thursday night in game 82.  

It was a historic season for the Hurricanes, who set a 
franchise record for wins and points while also winning the 
Jennings Trophy for fewest goals against for the first time in 
franchise history. 

Thursday night, it was Jesperi Kotkaniemi who led the way 
with the first three-point game of his career in his return to 
the ice after a two-week absence. Joining Kotkaniemi in the 
scoring was Ethan Bear, Martin Necas, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Steven Lorentz and Jordan Martinook.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Martinook, 
Lorentz and Kotkaniemi spoke with members of the media. 

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On this game going as well as it could have: Yup. In those 
type of games you are certainly not wanting to have an 
injury. So, I think we avoided that. It’s nice to get the win, too. 
It’s nice for the people who came to watch the game.  

On the Jennings Trophy: It’s definitely a team award. 
Obviously you’ve got to have good goalies to have a good 
team. It’s a good little capper to the season. Good 
commitment from the group. We talked about this morning 
that this year to this point has been really special for a lot of 
reasons. That’s another one. Now after I finish talking to you 
guys, we’re on to the next page.  

On if there’s a sense of satisfaction with all they’ve 
accomplished in the regular season, even if they have to put 
it aside: For sure. I wish you got rewarded more for the 82 
games. If you really think about it, that’s a grind. To do it the 
way our group did it is pretty special. Unfortunately, how 
much do you really want to enjoy it? We want to get to that 
next phase, and that starts next week. To put a little capper 
on it, I think it’s been a real special year. We didn’t really 
have any down time. We had a few games where it didn’t go 
our way, but there were no stretches where it was bad. We 
just didn’t get some wins. The guys have been real special 
that way this year.  

On what he’s been most proud of: That. Just the consistent 
effort that they bring every day. It’s hard to play at this top 
level. The league is so good. To be able to look back and go 
‘man, that’s a pretty darn good record, and we did it the right 
way’. It’s been a special regular season. Having said that, as 
soon as I walk out of here nobody is going to care starting 
tomorrow. So let’s enjoy this. Let’s be happy we had a good 
season and enjoy that, and when I see you guys the next 
day we can park it.  

On if his approach changes this year with all the experience: 
There’s one way to do things. I don’t think we’re going to 
change anything. I think you learn from your past, and for 
sure these guys who have been here before that’s what’s 
driven them all year. So does it transfer into the playoffs and 
how we play? I don’t know. I know that it’s the fuel that is 
certainly there. Does it make the difference? We’ll find out.  

On the veterans they brought in and on this being why they 
brought them in: For sure. Anybody you bring into your 
organization is to win the whole thing. So you envision the 
player and how does he fit in to help us this time of year. 
That should translate to the regular season, which it has. 
You guys know these guys. You’ve watched them. They 
come. They work. They’re good guys. It’s a fun group to be 
around, and I’m excited to see what comes next.  

On the next few days: We’ll have to wait until tomorrow to 
see who we play, but a little bit of rest for sure. We’ve had 
some good rest in the terms of we haven’t practiced, but 
mentally to take a day here and refocus. Then we’ll 
reconvene and get ready for the next phase.  

On the depth players giving him some tough lineup 
decisions: Definitely. We’ve had tough decisions all year 
when we were healthy. Hopefully we’ll have those again.  

On his first impressions of Seth Jarvis and on what he thinks 
about him now: Our first impressions were, I don’t want to 
say wow factor, but it was ‘this kid is not a kid.’ There was 
something more there than I guess what we thought. We 
didn’t pencil him in, and then when we first see him compete 
with our guys at this level you’re like ‘wait a minute, there’s 
something there. Let’s not push him aside here. Let’s make 
sure we give him a chance.’ We did, and he earned his spot 
here. I think that’s been a pretty smart decision.  

Jordan Martinook 

On this game going as well as it could have: Yeah, healthy. I 
think everybody’s healthy. End the regular season on a high 
note, that’s six in a row or five in a row. It doesn’t really 
matter now. It all lies ahead. I don’t know who it is yet and it 
doesn’t matter. It’s going to be about us getting ready to start 
the next journey.  

On Kotkaniemi’s return to the ice: That’s a nice way to get 
back in when you have two in your first three shifts or 
something. He was good. He didn’t miss a beat. It was good 
to click with those two. KK was great. Necas was skating. It 
was a great night.  

On putting the success of this season into perspective: I 
think if you want to put it in perspective, I got here four years 
ago and the goal was to be relevant again. Just to see year 
after year the change of expectations and what is wanted 
and expected out of this group is probably the biggest thing 
that I could put into words for year. The first year we made 
the playoffs, and it was like the sky was falling. The next year 
it was ‘ok, now we’re not going to be seventh or eighth, we’re 
going to be second or third.’ Now it’s we demand to be the 
best. Moving forward, we’ve put ourselves in a good position 
with home ice. Now we’ve got to prove what kind of team we 
are.  

On how he has evolved during that time: I became a father. I 
guess that’s probably one thing. I was kind of like the joker. I 
still joke around and have fun, but now it’s like [Seth Jarvis] 
coming up and even [Pyotr Kochetkov], once you have a kid 
it’s kind of like you’re a father figure a little bit. I think I’m a 
better leader being here. There’s lots of good guys to follow 
and learn from.  

On Jarvis’ rookie season: When you first see him, you know 
he’s a special player. When he’s got the puck, some of the 
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stuff he does is pretty remarkable for your first year in the 
NHL. I remember my first year. You’re just trying to stay in it. 
He’s flourished. I think him and [Sebastian Aho] have been 
incredible together. You can just see the confidence grow 
and grow with Jarvis. He’s a fun guy to be around. It’s easy 
with him.  

On Raanta back in the net and his season as a whole: I was 
there in Arizona when he was playing incredible too, and I 
know what he had in him. To see what he did this year, and 
obviously he battled a bit of injuries here and there. It’s nice 
knowing you’ve got two, Freddie was unbelievable, and 
Raanta when he was in there was solid. I guess we won the 
Jennings, so to have those two and the testament of our 
team defense. Those two holding down the fort back there 
has been nice to have. And obviously [Kochetkov] the last 
three has been great as well.  

On heading into the playoffs playing well: I still think there 
has to be more. Once Monday hits, it goes from here to here. 
The jump is pretty substantial. I think we’re playing well, but 
obviously everybody can give a little more. That’s what you 
need for the playoffs, and I have all the trust in the world that 
everyone in this room is going to juice up even more. We’ll 
be ready to rock.  

On how his approach to the playoffs has changed with his 
experience: You get a new energy. I don’t know how to 
describe it. Once you know what’s coming and once you’ve 
played in playoff hockey games, it’s indescribable. I tell 
people when they ask me about it that it’s nuts. To have 
those competitive juices come through you and the fans 
here, the fans everywhere but especially our fans, it just 
energizes you. It’s hard to put into words what it means. But 
it’s a special time of year, and I love it. I’m very excited.  

Steven Lorentz 

On if he’ll lobby for some more top-line minutes: I’m not sure 
about that. I just go where I’m told. Obviously when you’re 
playing with two unbelievably skilled guys like Jarvis and 
[Aho], you’ve just got to go to the net and good things 
happen. I just came into tonight with the mentality that I 
wasn’t going to change my game, and I was gonna go do the 
work and let those guys’ skill take over. I’m fortunate enough 
that we had a bunch of chances, and Jarvis found me at the 
back in the third period there. That one felt good. It’s been a 
little while since I’ve been on the scoresheet. But I think this 
time of year going into the playoffs, I think we’re taking a step 
in the right direction. We’ve got another step to take come 
playoff time. It’s only natural come game one that guys have 
that little bit extra edge and extra juice to take our game to 
the next level. We’re obviously very excited, and it’s a very 
exciting time to be a fan, a player, a coach. It’s going to be a 
lot of fun, and we’re looking forward to the challenge.  

On trending in the right direction: It’s a long season. There’s 
been some highs and lows. Obviously we got off to a great 
start, and then along the way things are going to happen. It’s 
nice that we’re going into the playoffs winning some games 
and playing some good hockey. That’s what it takes. As 
proud as we are of our regular season and what we’ve 
accomplished, that kind of goes out the window come game 

one. Everything we’ve done and worked for the entire 
season, this is the show now. This is where guys make their 
bread. This is where guys step up. Who wants to be the 
hero? It’s not individuals that play the game, but there’s guys 
who are going to step up. Come playoff time, there’s always 
guys up and down the lineup that get a big goal here or there 
or a big shift that can turn the momentum. I think whatever 
20 guys are in the lineup are going to bring their best every 
night, and every guy is going to be itching to play and get the 
crowd engaged.  

On his first experience with a normal 82-game season: I 
mean, hockey is hockey. We can’t control what happened 
with last year’s shortened season. And playoffs are playoffs. 
Come game one last year, I still remember and will never 
forget coming out to ‘Rock You Like a Hurricane’ with the 
fans for the playoffs. It was the coolest thing I can remember. 
It was special to be able to feel that energy in the building 
and say ‘wow, this is the NHL playoffs. This is the first step in 
going towards that Stanley Cup.’ It kind of helps that I got 
that experience last year and know what to expect. But it’s 
the best time of the year and everybody’s got to raise their 
game. We’re all looking forward to the challenge, and we’re 
all excited. 

On if his approach changes now that he knows what to 
expect: Yes and no. I know my game. I’m confident in my 
game. Whenever I’m called upon I’m just going to go in and 
try to do that and create energy and make those plays. 
Everybody knows what they’ve got to bring to the table, and 
it does help having a few games last season to know that 
with that intensity you can’t really take a shift off. Like I said, 
it’s the best time of the year. When the emotions are flying 
like that it’s almost hard to not have your legs for a game 
because there’s so much energy in the building and the 
juices are flowing.  

Jesperi Kotkaniemi 

On his good night in his return: Yeah, we’ll get lucky. Some 
key bounces there. Getting a couple points early sure helps 
with the confidence and getting back. So yeah, it was a good 
game.  

On how he felt physically: Yeah, it was actually easier than I 
thought to get back in the pace. I think those couple games 
helped before in Colorado. I think it was good.  

On the playoffs coming up: Yeah, it’s getting closer. I can’t 
wait. I’ve seen the videos of what the playoffs are like here, 
so I can’t wait until Monday or Tuesday.  

On his impression of what the playoffs are like here: It was 
pretty incredible to see all of the towels and stuff in the 
stands. The boys always get so excited to see those. I think 
it’s just awesome. I just want to get the crowd going early in 
the playoffs. That’s a big thing.  

On Raanta, Andersen and the Jennings Trophy: It was good 
to see him in there tonight. He did a great job. We know he’s 
ready to go with the playoffs next week. It’s good to have 
goalies ready. The trophy for them says a lot about them. 
Two great goalies, or actually three now, and they’ve been 
doing a great job all year.  



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 29, 2022 

 

 

Kotkaniemi returns to scoresheet, Canes wallop Devils in regular season finale  

By Bryan Pyrtle  

The Carolina Hurricanes wrapped up their regular season 
with a 6-3 beatdown of the New Jersey Devils at home on 
Thursday, April 28. 

With their sixth consecutive win, the Canes (54-20-8) picked 
up even more steam heading into the playoffs by jumping out 
to a 3-1 lead over the Devils (27-45-9) heading into the first 
intermission. Carolina kept its foot on the gas from there, 
only surrendering a pair of goals in garbage time to finalize 
the scoreline. 

Center Jesperi Kotkaniemi set the tone for the game with 
three points in the first period alone. In his first point since 
sustaining an injury against the Washington Capitals on 
March 28, Kotkaniemi rattled off two assists and a goal in the 
first 13 minutes of play. 

“He didn’t miss a beat,” said left wing Jordan Martinook. “It 
was good to click with those two. KK was great, [center 
Martin] Nečas was skating. It was a great night.” 

The victory wound up seeing a bevy of Carolina contributors. 
The Hurricanes shared the puck throughout the night with six 
different goal scorers and 13 players with at least a point. 
Kotkaniemi and Nečas were the only Canes to have multi-
point nights 

After securing the Metro division title, the Canes’ had already 
secured their playoff seeding, so a few role players enjoyed 
some increased ice time. With center Jordan Staal, right 
wing Andrei Svechnikov and defenseman Jaccob Slavin all 
getting a night off, center Steven Lorentz slotted in on the top 
line with centers Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, while center 
Derek Stepan took over Staal’s usual spot on the third line 
with right wings Nino Niederreiter and Jesper Fast. 

Defenseman Ian Cole bumped up to the first defensive 
pairing with defenseman Tony DeAngelo, while defensemen 
Brendan Smith and Ethan Bear anchored the third pairing. 
Lorentz and Bear both capitalized on their chances by finding 
the net. 

“I just came into tonight with the mentality that I wasn’t going 
to change my game,” Lorentz said. “I was gonna go do the 
work and let those guys’ skill take over. I’m fortunate enough 
that we had a bunch of chances, and Jarvis found me at the 
back in the third period there. That one felt good; it’s been a 
little while since I’ve been on the scoresheet.” 

On the defensive side, goaltender Antti Raanta picked up 
right where he left off after exiting April 24’s game against 
the Islanders with a lower-body injury. Raanta saved 27 of 30 
shots, with two of those goals coming in the last six minutes 
when the game was well in hand. With the playoffs just a few 
days away, having a steady presence in net bodes well for 
Carolina. 

“It was good to see him in there tonight,” Kotkaniemi said. 
“He did a great job. We know he’s ready to go with the 
playoffs next week. It’s good to have goalies ready.” 

The Canes will either play the Tampa Bay Lightning or the 
Boston Bruins in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs 
pending the results of those teams’ games on Friday, April 
29. The playoffs will get underway on Monday, May 2. 

“We’ll have to wait until tomorrow to see who we play, but 
[we’ll take] a little bit of rest for sure,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We’ve had some good rest in terms of we 
haven’t practiced, but [we’ll] mentally take a day here and 
refocus. Then we’ll reconvene and get ready for the next 
phase. 
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Wolves wrap home slate in style 

Hours after being named to the AHL’s First All-Star Team, 
Andrew Poturalski and Stefan Noesen both scored during a 
four-goal third period as the Chicago Wolves earned a 6-3 
victory over the Grand Rapids Griffins Thursday night at 
Allstate Arena in their regular-season home finale. 

Rookie center Jack Drury scored twice and forwards David 
Cotton and Josh Leivo added goals for the Wolves (49-16-5-
5), who finished their regular-season home schedule with a 
.737 points percentage and stayed in the chase for the AHL’s 
best record and home-ice advantage throughout the Calder 
Cup Playoffs. 

The Wolves face Rockford in their finale Saturday night while 
the Stockton Heat play Bakersfield the same night. If the 
Wolves earn one more point than the Heat, then they’ll take 
the Macgregor Kilpatrick Trophy that goes to the AHL team 
with the best points percentage. 

“We didn’t play to our identity in the first two periods,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We had a little chat at 
the end of the second period and we were way better in the 
third, but there are some things that still need to be fixed 
come Saturday and into the playoffs.” 

Drury gave the Wolves a 1-0 lead just 1:37 into the game. 
Cavan Fitzgerald collected the puck in the defensive zone 
and threaded the needle with a pass to Josh Leivo entering 
the offensive zone. Leivo raced to the top of the left faceoff 
circle, stopped on a dime and zipped a pass to Drury rushing 
to the top of the right circle. Drury snapped a shot past 
goaltender Victor Brattstrom for his 19th of the year. 

Grand Rapids (32-35-6-2) pulled even on Riley Barber’s 25th 
goal of the season. The Griffins won a faceoff in the 
offensive zone, then Jonatan Berggren zipped a perfect 
centering pass to Barber crashing the crease for a redirect 
that made it 1-1 at 14:58 of the first. The Griffins took a 2-1 
lead on Dominik Shine’s unassisted short-handed goal at 
16:26. 

The Wolves forged a 2-2 tie at 15:47 of the second when 
defenseman Jalen Chatfield steered a shot from the right 
point that Brattstrom blocked. But Cotton, stationed on the 
edge of the crease, used his reach to swat home the 
rebound. 

Poturalski gave the Wolves the 3-2 lead at 3:59 of the third 
with his 28th goal and 98th point of the year. The captain 
won a faceoff in the left circle, then Richard Panik spun the 
puck to Noesen behind the net. Noesen spied Poturalski 
surging past a defenseman toward the net and fed him for a 
quick chip into the top right corner. 

Drury came through with his 20th goal to make it 4-2 at 9:49. 
Chatfield took a pass from Tarmo Reunanen at his own goal 
line and raced down the right wing to the opposite goal line, 
then dished to Drury in the slot for a tough redirect. 

The Griffins cut the deficit to 4-3 when rookie center Samuel 
Dove-McFalls scored his first professional goal with 4:17 
remaining in regulation. 

Grand Rapids pulled Brattstrom for an extra attacker, but 
Leivo made the Griffins pay with an empty-net goal from in 
front of the Wolves bench with 1:13 left. 

Brattstrom returned to the net and Noesen banked a shot off 
him from below the goal line at 19:43 to earn his league-
leading 46th goal. Poturalski picked up the primary assist for 
his league-leading 99th point — 1 ahead of former Wolves 
center T.J. Tynan. 

Wolves goaltender Jack LaFontaine (4-3-4) stopped 22 shots 
to pick up the win while Brattstrom (10-16-3) posted 31 
saves. 

The Wolves travel to face Rockford at 6 p.m. Saturday in 
both teams’ regular-season finale. The Central Division 
champions have earned a first-round bye, so they’ll start the 
Calder Cup Playoffs in the second week of May. To reserve 
your playoff tickets, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or 
contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Poturalski, Noesen named All-Stars 

The American Hockey League announced Thursday that 
forwards Andrew Poturalski and Stefan Noesen earned spots 
on the 2021-22 AHL First All-Star Team as voted by the 
coaches, players and media in all of the league’s 31 cities. 

Poturalski, 28, has a chance to become the first AHL player 
in 12 seasons to crack the 100-point barrier. Entering 
tonight’s home game against the Grand Rapids Griffins, the 
Wolves captain owns a career-high 97 points in 69 games as 
he has established personal bests for goals (27) and assists 
(70). Poturalski stands just 1 point behind the league leader 
as he attempts to become the AHL’s first player since 1998 
to win the scoring title in back-to-back seasons. The 
Williamsville, New York, native was named the AHL Player of 
the Month in October and also received two Player of the 
Week honors. 

Noesen, 29, is on his way to the Willie Marshall Award as the 
AHL’s top goal-scorer. The Plano, Texas, native owns a 
career-high 45 goals — five more than his closest pursuer 
with just three days left in the regular season — along with a 
career-high 36 assists in 68 games. He’s the first AHL player 
in 12 seasons to crack the 40-goal barrier. Chicago’s 
alternate captain also leads the AHL with a franchise-record 
12 game-winning goals, ranks second in plus-minus rating 
(+34) and stands third in points (81). Noesen received one 
AHL Player of the Week award. 

This marks the third time in the Wolves’ 21-season AHL 
tenure that the team has claimed two spots on the First All-

Star Team. Noesen and Poturalski join Darren Haydar and 
Brett Sterling (2006-07) and Kenny Agostino and Wade 
Megan (2016-17) on that esteemed list. On both prior 
occasions, the Wolves swept the Most Valuable Player 
Award as well as the goal-scoring and point-scoring titles. 

Noesen and Poturalski are joined on the First AHL All-Star 
Team by former Wolves forward T.J. Tynan (Ontario), 
defensemen Jordan Gross (Colorado) and Jordan Spence 
(Ontario) and goaltender Dustin Wolf (Stockton). 

The Second All-Star Team consists of forwards Martin Frk 
(Ontario), Seth Griffith (Bakersfield) and Kiefer Sherwood 
(Colorado), defensemen Jake Christiansen (Cleveland) and 
Joseph Duszak (Toronto) and goaltender Troy Grosenick 
(Providence). 

Each honoree will receive a custom-designed crystal award 
in recognition of this honor. 

The Central Division-champion Wolves have just two regular-
season games left, which includes today’s 7 p.m. home 
finale at Allstate Arena for $2 Beer Night. Chicago has 
earned a first-round bye in the Calder Cup Playoffs and will 
begin postseason play in the second week of May. For the 
latest information on the Calder Cup — including tickets, 
times and dates — visit ChicagoWolves.com/playoffs or 
contact a Wolves representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes announcer Tripp Tracy taking leave after ‘drinking problem’ tweets surface  

By Jeremy Layton  

Just after the Carolina Hurricanes clinched the NHL’s 
Metropolitan division, the team announced that broadcaster 
Tripp Tracy will be stepping away from his duties to “address 
a personal matter.” 

The former NHL player was not in the broadcast booth for 
the Canes’ division-clinching win over the Rangers on 
Tuesday, and before the game, he sent a pair of troubling 
tweets that referenced a “drinking problem.” The tweets have 
since been deleted, but according to WRAL, one of them 
said: “For those who struggle with drinking, trust me I have 
tied [sic] harder than anything else I’ve done in my whole life 
… but on this one I finally surrender.” 

The next morning, another tweet was sent from his account, 
which still remains on his page: 

“i am disgusted with myself that on the night @canes win the 
Metro Division that I was an extremely unimpressive 
distraction. I accept and know the steps I need to take to 
deal with this problem. Thank you to all Huge Caniacs for 
being so incredibly supportive,” the tweet read. 

Don Waddell, the Hurricanes’ GM and team president, 
released a statement on Wednesday about the longtime 
broadcaster. 

“Tripp is going to take some time away from the team and 
the broadcast to address a personal matter,” the statement 
read. “We are in full support of his efforts to get healthy and 
ask that everyone please respect his privacy in this matter.” 

Tracy is a beloved figure among Hurricanes fans, having 
spent more than 20 years as the team’s voice on Fox Sports 
and Bally Sports. He is known for his catchphrases, calling 
fans “Huge Caniacs” and often using the phrase “dig in” on 
broadcasts. 

“No matter what is or isn’t happening, just wanted to say 
Tripp Tracy is one of the best people I’ve met in my life — 
not just in hockey,” Hurricanes reporter Sara Civian of The 
Athletic wrote on Twitter. “A truly special person that has 
helped me with so much and has made me feel heard and 
respected. Let’s have some respect and appreciation.” 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260876732.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article260873767.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/kotkaniemi-hurricanes-close-regular-season-with-style/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/04/category-5-hurricanes-playoff-tuneup/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-close-out-regular-season-with-dominating-win-over-devils/c-333528718 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-canes-versus-devils/c-333486194 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-win-william-m-jennings-trophy/c-333535366 
https://www.nhl.com/news/new-jersey-devils-carolina-hurricanes-game-recap/c-333512294 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-april-28/c-333512392 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-jersey-ethan-bear-hockey-d1e93e8ead82c848cd1721d70da5dbc4 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/28/23047501/canes-close-out-regular-season-with-commanding-win-over-devils 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/28/23047674/they-said-it-brindamour-martinook-lorentz-kotkaniemi-on-regular-season-finale 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/kotkaniemi-returns-to-scoresheet-canes-wallop-devils-in-regular-season-finale/article_f83dd668-c770-
11ec-b507-7b07d314d298.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/28/wolves-wrap-home-slate-in-style/ 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/04/28/poturalski-noesen-named-all-stars/ 

https://nypost.com/2022/04/28/tripp-tracy-away-from-hurricanes-after-drinking-problem-tweets/ 
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Hurricanes win final playoff tuneup, close out regular season with big win 
over Devils 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED APRIL 28, 2022 10:54 PM 

 

The grind, 82 games of it, is over. Now, the fun stuff. 

The Carolina Hurricanes closed out the regular season Thursday against 
the New Jersey Devils, rolling to a 6-3 victory on fan appreciation night at 
PNC Arena that Canes fans appreciated. 

Next up: the Stanley Cup playoffs, the best time of the year. 

The Canes, who open the playoffs at home next week against either 
Boston or Tampa Bay, closed out the regular season 29-8-4 on home ice 
as goalie Antti Raanta won his 15th game of the season. It was 
Carolina’s sixth straight victory, boosting its overall record to 54-20-8 and 
116 points. 

As forward Jordan Martinook put it, “All eyes ahead. It’s about getting 
ready and starting the next journey. Now, we’ve got to prove what kind of 
team we are.” 

Jesperi Kotkaniemi, back in the lineup after missing 13 of the past 15 
games, had a goal and two assists -- in the first period. Defenseman 
Ethan Bear and forward Martin Necas scored in the first 5:33 of the game 
-- Necas redirecting an Ian Cole shot from the point — before Kotkaniemi 
made it 3-0 as goalie Andrew Hammond had a rough period. 

“It was actually easier than I thought, to get back on the pace,” 
Kotkaniemi said. 

Teuvo Teravainen made it 4-1 late in the second period, and Steven 
Lorentz and Martinook picked up goals in the third as 13 players ended 
up on the scoresheet. 

Raanta took it from there. He allowed a first-period goal to Fabian 
Zetterlund, and was beaten by Jesper Bratt and Jimmy Vesey late in the 
third, but was moving and anticipating well. 

Raanta and Frederik Andersen combined to win the 2021-22 William M. 
Jennings Memorial Trophy as the goaltenders playing at least 25 games 
for the team that allowed the fewest goals. The Canes have given up a 
league-low 202 goals this season. 

“That’s a good capper to the season,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s a good commitment from the group. They come, they work and 
they’re good guys. It’s a fun group to be around and I’m excited to see 
what comes next.” 

With the Metropolitan Division won, Brind’Amour gave captain Jordan 
Staal, defenseman Jaccob Slavin and forward Andrei Svechnikov the 
night off — an extra day of rest. He switched up the lines, putting Lorentz 
on Sebastian Aho’s line with Seth Jarvis. 
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“It was certainly one of those games that you didn’t want to have an 
injury,” Brind’Amour said. “I think we avoided that and it’s nice to get the 
win, too.” 

It was Raanta’s first time in net since he left Sunday’s game against the 
New York Islanders with a lower-body injury. He said Thursday morning 
that he had a “little tweak” in the Islanders game. 

The status of Andersen is still in question. Brind’Amour said Andersen 
has not skated since the April 16 lower-body injury at Colorado but has 
been getting in full off-ice workouts. 

“He’s doing everything that our medical staff is asking him to do,” 
Brind’Amour said Thursday morning. 

It has been a tough go for Kotkaniemi since taking a big hit from 
Washington’s Lars Eller late in the March 28 road game. He missed eight 
games with a lower-body injury, returned for two, then needed more time 
off. 

Itching to get back and play, Kotkaniemi assisted on the goals by Bear 
and Necas, then stuffed one home for his first goal since Feb. 20 against 
Pittsburgh. 

It took all season but former Canes defenseman Dougie Hamilton finally 
was able to return and play at PNC Arena. Hamilton, who left Carolina in 
free agency after last season, suffered a broken jaw in his first year with 
the Devils. 

Hamilton helped the Canes reach the Stanley Cup playoffs the past three 
years. He’ll have to watch them this year. 
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Once a controversial signing, Tony DeAngelo helps Hurricanes’ defense 
set points record 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED APRIL 28, 2022 1:41 PM 

 

It was late September and defenseman Tony DeAngelo was about to put 
in his first game for the Carolina Hurricanes, a preseason exhibition 
against Tampa Bay at PNC Arena. 

“I’m just going to play my normal game,” he said to the media. “I’m not 
going to do anything too crazy. I just want to get back in the swing of 
things and I want to play smart. Defensively is the most important thing 
for me to work on. 

“The work ethic here day in and day out has been impressive. It’s like 
they all do the same thing no matter where they are on the depth chart. 
Guys are pushing each other.” 

DeAngelo smiled, adding, “And the coach is a very passionate guy.” 

That would be Rod Brind’Amour, who now has coached the Hurricanes 
for four seasons and made them a playoff team in four straight seasons. 
The Canes (53-20-8) clinched the Metropolitan Division title Tuesday with 
a 4-3 win over the New York Rangers, the team that ditched DeAngelo 
last season. 

How would the Canes replace Dougie? 

With Tony DeAngelo? 

The howls were many when Carolina signed DeAngelo to a one-year, 
free-agent contact. He came with the baggage of a controversial past, 
both in junior hockey and with the Rangers. 

But with the Canes hosting the New Jersey Devils — and Hamilton — in 
their final regular-season game Thursday, Carolina has turned that $1 
million signing into arguably the NHL’s biggest bargain. DeAngelo, in 
turn, has done his part in a record-setting offensive season for the 
Hurricanes’ D corps. 

The Canes’ defensemen have produced 200 points, with 40 goals and 
160 assists, establishing a new franchise record for points from the blue 
line. The 1980-81 Hartford Whalers had 196 points (51 goals, 145 
assists) as Mark Howe, a future Hall of Famer, put up 65 points. 

DeAngelo, despite missing games because of COVID-19 and an injury, 
has 10 goals and 41 assists in 63 games, although his production did 
slow after returning from his injury in late March. Brady Skjei, who had 
two assists Tuesday, has a career-high nine goals and 38 points. Slavin 
has 38 assists and 42 points, both career highs. 

DeAngelo’s 51 points top Hamilton’s point totals in any of his three 
seasons with Carolina — Hamilton has nine goals and 29 points in 60 
games with the Devils. Like Hamilton, he can smoothly quarterback the 
power play. Like Hamilton, he must be mindful defensively not let his 
offensive instincts get him in trouble or out of position. 

DeAngelo has played smart. He hasn’t done anything too crazy. 

DeAngelo did have a “Gordie Howe hat trick” in late October against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. Goal, assist, fight: he checked all three boxes and 
had Canes fans at PNC Arena chanting his name. 

DeAngelo said he appreciated the ovation, saying, “That means more 
than the fans might think.” 

One more game, against Dougie and the Devils, and it’s time for the 
playoffs. As DeAngelo put it, “Our main goal is winning something much 
more important than the division.” 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS AT CAROLINA HURRICANES 

When: Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Where: PNC Arena, Raleigh. 

TV/RADIO: Bally Sports South, WCMC-99.9 FM 
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Should the NHL consider adding a translator program? 

 

Ryan S. Clark 

28/04/2022 

 

Roman Josi is always talking. 

Reporters are interested in what he has to say, whether it’s after morning 
skate, practice or a game. Josi has spoken up in important settings such 
as the Olympics, the Stanley Cup Final or when he won the Norris 
Trophy. He has done this in casual environments such as the CMT 
Awards red carpet or when former teammate P.K. Subban, also a Norris 
winner, interviewed him in front of a live studio audience as if they were 
doing a late-night talk show. 

This is what it means to be the captain of the Nashville Predators while 
being one of the NHL’s premier defensemen. Being good at hockey is the 
reason Josi is always being placed in front of a camera and/or 
microphone. Yet a detail that might be overlooked is the fact that Josi is 
not doing this in his native language. He grew up in Switzerland, where 
they use four official languages — German, French, Italian and Romansh 
— and English is not one of them. 
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Josi grew up speaking German and learned French in school. He started 
learning English at an early age. Playing professionally for SC Bern as a 
teenager meant Josi learned what he and other players have called 
“Hockey English,” because he had coaches and teammates who were 
American or Canadian. 

“In the beginning, it’s tough,” Josi recalled. “I remember my first 
development camp. You come over, and you are sitting at a table with 
five guys and having a conversation. Everyone is talking and you can’t 
even speak to them. You’re thinking about what you want to say but the 
conversation is going on. Now, I never would have imagined I would ever 
be a captain and talking in front of people. I am definitely more 
comfortable now. There are still a lot of words I am learning. But I feel 
more comfortable.” 

English is the predominant language spoken in NHL dressing rooms. But 
one can often hear players speaking Czech, Danish, Finnish, French, 
German, Russian, Slovak or Swedish. Nearly 30 percent of active NHL 
players were born outside Canada and the United States, according to 
QuantHockey. There are 316 active NHL players born outside of North 
America, which is one more than the 315 active NHL players born in the 
U.S, also per QuantHockey. This all once again proves that hockey is a 
global game and serves as a reminder that there are plenty of players 
who don’t speak English as a first or even second language. 

So it leads to a question: Should the NHL consider having a translator 
program? 

Major League Baseball instituted a directive for all of its teams to hire 
Spanish-language translators in 2016. At the time, a quarter of players 
came from Spanish-speaking nations. MLB teams have sometimes 
employed personal Japanese and Korean translators. But those 
translators were often included as part of a player’s contract. It used to 
be that teams leaned heavily upon Spanish-speaking coaches and/or 
teammates to act as the intermediaries between the player, his coaches, 
his teammates and the media. But that practice started to be heavily 
questioned when there were Japanese and Korean translators but none 
who spoke Spanish. 

Translators have a lot of responsibilities. The St. Louis Cardinals recently 
posted an opening for a Spanish interpreter. The posting explains that 
whoever is hired will be involved with translation assistance with media 
interviews, press conferences, player/coach meetings, and team 
meetings while also supporting other MLB staff members. Those 
additional staff members include the travel director and equipment 
manager, along with those who work in medical and video, among 
others. The demands of the job require candidates to be available to 
work “long hours, including nights, holidays and weekends and be able to 
travel both domestically and internationally.” 

NHL teams have hired translators before. The most recent examples are 
the translators hired to work with Minnesota Wild star winger Kirill 
Kaprizov and New York Rangers duo Artemi Panarin and Igor 
Shesterkin. The Wild have used a freelance translator during Kaprizov’s 
two-year tenure. The Rangers have hired freelance translators over the 
years to assist with Panarin and Shesterkin. Panarin speaks in English 
on practice days — a change from when he used to rely on Russian-
speaking teammates earlier in his career. Both players understand 
English well enough to know what questions are being asked, but they 
still use translators on game days. 

One of the common themes discovered in talking to the players The 
Athletic interviewed for this story is that every one of them came from a 
nation where the introduction of English is not universal. San Jose 
Sharks center Tomas Hertl said he had an English class in school along 
with some extra lessons. But that was where it stopped. Hertl used the 
example of an American movie: There are other European nations where 
the movie is shown to audiences in English, with subtitles in the native 
language. In the Czech Republic, that same movie would be dubbed in 
Czech. 

Carolina Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho and Seattle Kraken winger 
Joonas Donskoi both explained that English is taught in the Finnish 

school system. Even then, there is a difference between using what they 
learned in a classroom compared to what they learned living in an 
English-speaking nation. 

“Definitely movies, (television) series, you learn a lot,” Aho said. “I think 
the most I learned, it was just being in the locker room and hearing guys 
talking, coach talking. Hockey talk is pretty simple. I think I learned that in 
a week. It’s always the same pattern there. But I was just hanging around 
with the guys. That is how I learned.” 

Hurricanes winger Andrei Svechnikov, who spoke to The Athletic in 
November, said he had English classes in school growing up in Russia. 
But he admitted that there were challenges when it came to learning 
English. He did, however, know basic phrases such as, ‘Hey, how are 
you?’ Svechnikov moved to North America in 2016 when he played for 
the USHL’s Muskegon Lumberjacks before spending the next season 
with the OHL’s Barrie Colts. 

Speaking English with his billet family in Muskegon was one of the early 
steps Svechnikov took when it came to feeling more comfortable. 
Svechinkov said he was grateful he had teammates who worked to make 
him feel included. Though there were some teammates who tried to be a 
little too helpful. 

“When I first came, they started teaching me bad words,” Svechnikov 
said with a smile. “They would say, ‘Hey, go to the coach and say that, 
this and that.’ I would say it and they would laugh. But after that, I started 
picking up more and more words and I think the most English I picked up 
was around the boys.” 

Another method Svechnikov explored was using social media. He said 
most social media platforms are in English, which also helped him. But 
he still kept the settings on his phone in Russian. 

There have also been players who begin dreaming in English as they are 
learning the language. Colorado Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog 
previously said he started dreaming in English within the first three 
months of moving to North America from Sweden. 

“I don’t have dreams!” Svechnikov said. “But I would say I (still dream) in 
Russian. Even if I think about something, I still think in Russian. That is 
my first language.” 

Donskoi said there is also the work that comes with differentiating 
between “Hockey English” and English. He said “Hockey English” is 
universal. But being away from the dressing room is where using more 
traditional English can provide challenges. He said there were times 
when he had teammates who spoke with different accents or might have 
spoken at a quicker pace, which made it hard for him to understand 
certain words. 

Perhaps the greatest obstacle Donskoi faced when trying to feel 
comfortable with his English? Speaking to women in social settings. 
Much like the night he met his future wife, Devin, for the first time. 

“I was shy!” Donskoi said. “I would say the night we met, she was 
handling most of the talking and I was being a good listener. That’s a 
good thing to have, right? Definitely after we started dating, my English 
got a lot better because we speak it all the time at home.” 

Donskoi has become much more proficient in English over the years. He 
is always willing to do interviews whenever asked. Numerous team public 
relations staffs will find excuses for him to talk. The Kraken prominently 
feature Donskoi in a running segment in which he reads dad jokes to see 
if he will laugh. Spoiler alert: He almost always laughs. But there are 
some disadvantages when it comes to frequently speaking more English 
than Finnish. 

He said there are times when he may forget a Finnish word when 
speaking to his mom. Other than calls back home, Donskoi only speaks 
to his son in Finnish. He does that because he wants his son to be 
familiar with the language. That way, he can have another tie to an 
ancestral homeland while being able to play with his cousins whenever 
their family returns for a long vacation. 
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“It’s kind of going upside down now,” Donskoi said. “It’s funny how that 
goes. Now, I am thinking in English. I am counting in my head in English. 
It has translated.” 

So how does this all work if you are an English-speaking captain of an 
NHL team with players still learning the language? What are some of the 
things those captains, along with the rest of the leadership group, do to 
make those players feel welcomed? 

Just ask Steven Stamkos. The Tampa Bay Lightning appointed Stamkos 
captain in 2014, which makes him one of the league’s longest-serving 
captains. Stamkos said he was beyond impressed with how non-English-
speaking players balance learning the language and the courage to use it 
in daily settings. Stamkos said the progress made by teammates such as 
Nikita Kucherov and Andrei Vasilevskiy — both born in Russia — with 
speaking English is “night and day” compared to when they first joined 
the Lightning. 

“You try to do as many activities as you can to include everyone. That is 
one way,” Stamkos said. “For some reason, it has always worked out in 
Tampa that if we had a Russian guy come in, we’ve always had a couple 
guys from Russia. Or a couple guys from Czech or Sweden. So there is 
always someone for someone to lean on when they come in. … We 
haven’t really had a situation where one guy was just kinda alone. You 
try to do as much as you can to help them out. I could never even 
imagine trying to go to a foreign country not knowing the language, and 
trying to figure things out.” 

As for whether or not the NHL should have a translator program? It all 
depends on who is answering the question. 

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly told The Athletic that he has been 
curious about it over time. Daly said the practice of employing translators 
has not been widely subscribed to by any of the teams “for better or for 
worse,” while noting that non-English-speaking players have adjusted to 
their environments. Daly said there have only been a handful of times 
when a particular team had a high number of non-English-speaking 
players. 

“I think our clubs are sensitive to it,” Daly said. “But, again, for better or 
for worse, hockey culture has adjusted to the fact when you come to 
North America, you are going to be communicated to in English.” 

When it comes to what players think should happen, there are differing 
opinions. Aho, Barkov, Hertl and Josi all come at it from the perspective 
of players involved in leadership. Aho and Hertl are among the 26 current 
full-time alternate captains who were born in a nation in which English is 
not an official language, while Barkov and Josi are one of five captains 
from the same designation. 

Barkov came to the U.S. in 2013 as an 18-year-old with limited English, 
but he understood what was being said. He and Jonathan Huberdeau, 
who grew up with French as his first language, spoke broken English with 
each other when they first met. Since then? They have become players 
who wear letters. Barkov became an alternate captain in his fifth NHL 
season and was named captain the next season. Huberdeau was named 
an alternate captain in his seventh season and remains in that role. 

Josi was also named an alternate captain after four seasons and was 
given the ‘C’ two years later before the 2017-18 season. There is also 
another commonality Barkov and Josi share beyond being captains born 
outside of North America who did not have English as a first language. 
They are also part of leadership groups, which also reflects how NHL 
players come from everywhere. Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad is 
the only player on his team who wears a letter who grew up with English 
as his first language. The same goes for Predators center Ryan 
Johansen, who is the only member of his team’s leadership group who 
was born in North America and speaks English as his first language. 

Count Barkov and Josi among those who are in favor of having a 
translator program. Josi said having any extra resource would only help 
players feel more comfortable and included while they continue to learn 
the language. Stamkos was also in favor because such a program could 

help those players who are shy around the media gain more confidence 
with someone there to help them. 

“I don’t know how that would work but I think anything helps with that,” 
Barkov said. “It would help a lot. Especially with the guys who don’t 
speak at all. I think it’s a great idea.” 

Aho and Svechnikov offered a different viewpoint, though. Aho said being 
thrust into an environment in which he had to learn English gave him the 
motivation to quickly learn the language. He also said he looked at 
learning English much like when he first arrived in the NHL: The goal is to 
get better as a player, so why not add learning English to that plan in the 
hopes of becoming a more complete player and person? 

“I think it’s a bad thing, for sure,” Svechnikov said. “When you come here 
and you don’t speak any English, you want to have a translator for sure. 
But I feel like you are not going to learn English as fast as you can 
because you are only going to speak Russian. Maybe it’s a bad thing. 
Maybe it’s a good thing. But when I was in the USHL at 16, there wasn’t 
any Russians on the team. I was by myself. I was only speaking English 
and that helped me out a lot.” 

Donskoi said he feels it should be up to the players to determine if they 
want a translator. 

Contemplating the idea of a translator program made Hertl think about 
his experience. He admitted to struggling with English during school 
despite being a strong student in other subjects. He said speaking in a 
one-on-one setting was never a problem. But the idea of speaking in a 
larger group was something that left him “sweating.” Much of it came 
from the fear of saying “dumb things” around teammates. 

But now? He wears a letter for the Sharks, is constantly featured on 
camera and was the team’s representative for NHL Media Days in 
Chicago last September. 

“If you have someone who translates all the time for you, you will never 
learn the language,” Hertl said. “Maybe use somebody a little to get you 
settled but I think you may get farther talking to teammates in person. 
Say somebody says something, you need someone to translate. Say you 
have Czech buddies or guys from the same country. I know guys hate it 
because we are talking in our language and they don’t understand us. I 
think it is cool when you learn and can talk for yourself.” 
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For Sidney Crosby, the next phase has already begun 

 

Rob Rossi 

28/04/2022 

 

Sidney Crosby is different now. 

Once “The Kid” and still among only a handful of players regularly 
recognized as the best in the world, Crosby has emerged in his 17th 
season as a fuller person when it comes to hockey and life — and his 
appreciation of the two. 

He remains most comfortable on the ice. But now he shows more than 
his comparatively muted goal celebrations, his satisfied glances after 
setting up a teammate or his routines and rituals that were seeded in 
Cole Harbour, blossomed with Rimouski and are now rooted throughout 
Western Pennsylvania. 

Now, we see his open-mouthed guffaws when a new teammate cracks a 
joke, his tears when celebrating a career milestone in front of Pittsburgh 
fans, his appreciative head nod when he sees longtime teammates 
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Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang make some of their own magic, and even 
his public acknowledgment of a personal life that, while still closely 
guarded, is no longer top secret. 

Make no mistake, Crosby’s skill level is still high. His peers in the NHL 
Players’ Association voted him the league’s most complete player this 
week, over Florida’s Aleksander Barkov and Boston’s Patrice Bergeron. 
But could it be that Crosby keeps pace with players a decade his junior 
because he’s enjoying the moments more? 

He won’t go quite that far. 

“Experience helps you understand what works and what doesn’t,” Crosby 
told The Athletic. “And (personally), I think it has more to do with just 
wanting to continue to learn on and off the ice. … Whether it’s, you know, 
skills on the ice or trying to learn how to be a better teammate, better 
leader, better friend, you name it.” 

People are attached to the concept of Crosby as an accommodating-but-
unreadable face of hockey, but that’s not quite the case anymore. 

The world has changed. As has hockey. So has Crosby. 

“I don’t know if I have a specific example,” he said. “I think, just, as you 
get older, you tend to appreciate things a little more.” 

The signals were all around, but, as is often the case with Crosby’s on-
ice brilliance, may have been easy to overlook. Over the past few years, 
Crosby slowly started showing sides of his personality previously only 
known to those closest to him. 

Crosby’s role-playing in various Penguins holiday video spoofs revealed 
somebody who was willing to be in on jokes. His long-range shot 
showdown with Malkin flashed a sense of good-natured showmanship. 
His return to Rimouski, his junior hockey club, for the retirement of his 
No. 87 jersey showed how much his parents and sister mean to him as a 
person and player. Meanwhile, on the ice, he managed to maintain his 
famous intensity while cutting down on complaints to officials. 

Crosby often says that nothing ever “just happens,” but rather that 
changes that seem sudden are the result of a concerted effort to correct 
or try something new. He seems to have taken the same approach to 
growing comfortable with his place in the current hockey landscape, his 
position in hockey’s historic hierarchy, and where his Penguins are, 16 
seasons into a playoff streak that has featured three Stanley Cup 
celebrations. 

Despite all the evidence pointing toward Crosby coming out of his shell, 
very few people closest to him anticipated that he would agree to an 
audio documentary focused entirely on his hyped rookie season (2005-
06). One of his first regular NHL wingers and closest friends, Colby 
Armstrong, interviewed Crosby in an episode that dropped earlier this 
year to rave reviews. 

Pat Brisson, who has known Crosby dating to his pre-teen days and 
served as his only agent, listened to the podcast “three or four times,” 
welling up each time. Though quick to credit Crosby’s parents, Troy and 
Trina, for raising a son mature beyond his years when he was hyped as 
“The Next One” by none other than Wayne Gretzky, Brisson marveled at 
how completely and comfortably Crosby looked back on the start of his 
future Hall of Fame career. 

They don’t speak daily, but Brisson and Crosby are very close. And for 
somebody who helped shape Crosby’s public personality — and was 
criticized for Crosby’s early robotic, formulaic and guarded media 
interviews — Brisson has loved watching from afar as Crosby has peeled 
away layers in recent years. 

“That’s what’s nice about it because you’ve got to enjoy life,” Brisson 
said. “You’re going to enjoy the moments and especially when you 
accomplish so much because you’re such a leader and you’re such an 
example and more than — forget the world of hockey or sports, you’re 
just a great example as a human being — and it’s so great for me and for 
us to watch him enjoying and appreciating life.” 

More than watching Crosby score Canada’s most famous Olympics goal 
or winning multiple titles? 

“Yeah, more than anything else,” Brisson said. “Because he’s paid the 
price.” 

He still pays it, by the way. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan, who has a tight relationship with Crosby, 
marvels at his captain’s willingness to go the extra mile for the Penguins 
on and off the ice. 

“The way he prepares himself to be at his very best, everything from 
controlling his diet to getting his proper rest to his routines that he has in 
the morning, in preparation for practice that nobody sees behind the 
scenes, you know, there’s so much attention to detail to everything that 
he does,” Sullivan said. “And it’s all in the attempt to be at his very best 
and optimize his talent level. And I think everyone can take lessons from 
that.” 

Crosby is not what he once was, but only because 17 seasons take a toll 
on even generational talents. 

He remains strong enough to lean into opposing players, use their 
momentum to his advantage, reverse his direction and power his way 
into open space. He still gives himself options and scoring chances using 
one of hockey’s all-time backhands and vision found only among the truly 
great playmakers. And he does all of this many, many times during 
games; just not as often as he did when he was younger. 

His days of chasing scoring titles and the Hart Trophy may have passed. 
Yet, for stretches, Crosby remains right there with the very best. From 
Jan. 1 through April 1, Crosby was near the top in a few key offensive 
statistics as recorded by Natural Stat Trick. 

Still going strong 

Category Crosby's stats NHL rank 

Goals per 60 minutes 

0.82 

6 

First assists per 60 minutes 

0.93 

3 

Total points per 60 minutes 

2.17 

5 

If anybody thinks Crosby’s competitive fire has cooled — well, the people 
who know his on-ice personality best have seen no such evidence. 

“He tries to talk, even if you’ve been with him for five or six years, he’s 
always talking, he’s always trying to learn, he’s always trying to make the 
best things happen,” said Bryan Rust, a regular on Crosby’s right wing 
the past three seasons, with a smirk that suggested Crosby hasn’t 
lightened up at all. 

As Letang acknowledged, “All Sid knows is competition — he lives for it.” 

Letang, and he is not alone, is convinced the Penguins’ annual status as 
a playoff contender is driven mostly by Crosby pushing teammates to 
match his on-ice intensity and off-ice preparation. 

“I’ve said it so many times,” Letang said. “When your best player is the 
hardest worker, that raises the bar for all of us. Sid competes at 
everything in life. I’m like that, too.” 
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Before the season, Letang reflected on the possibility that this could be 
the final run for him, Malkin and Crosby as Penguins teammates. As he 
looks back, he’s seen the “Big 3” evolve together. 

“We’ve all changed, it’s what happens as you get older,” Letang said. 
“When you have been together as long as we have, that sense of 
competition doesn’t go away; it’s part of who you are.” 

On Feb. 20, 2021, Crosby took to the PPG Paints Arena ice with his 
longtime girlfriend, Kathy Leutner, by his side — once an unthinkable 
scene given Crosby’s preference for privacy. A pregame video to 
celebrate his 1,000th game featured past and present teammates, and 
his parents and sister, who were unable to attend due to COVID-19 
restrictions. Crosby — but also Letang and Malkin — choked up, a rare 
emotion from the star and his cohort. 

“Sid’s 1,000th game (last season) wasn’t the first time we showed how 
much we care about each other to each other, but maybe it was new for 
a lot of people to see Sid let his guard down like he did,” Letang said. “It 
was the emotion of everything; I think we all had some tears. But if you 
say what’s one of those moments you remember — and, like, there are 
so many — I think if you ask Sid or Geno, they’ll agree that night was one 
we will all keep in our hearts for the rest of our lives. It was special.” 

Equally special, Malkin said, is celebrating recent big moments of his 
own — his 1,000th point came to mind — and seeing what they mean to 
Crosby. 

“Maybe Sid becomes more like Geno,” said a laughing Malkin, playing off 
his reputation as the more outwardly emotional of the Penguins’ so-called 
“two-headed monster” of a center tandem. 

Malkin then turned serious and said his son, Nikita, thinks of Crosby as 
an uncle: “I like to see this side of Sid with his feelings out (for public 
view). That is the Sid we know, and now everyone can see him as a 
person, not (just) the best hockey player. 

“He cares more about his friends (than himself), and now all the fans see 
another reason Sid is the best. It’s how much he cares about everyone. 

“Pittsburgh is lucky to have Sid. We all are lucky for Sid.” 
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LeBrun: Is it time to eliminate the shootout? Should 3-on-3 OT be 
extended? NHL GMs weigh in 

 

Pierre LeBrun 

28/04/2022 

 

This is not meant to be an overreaction to the Vegas Golden Knights 
losing three consecutive shootouts with their season on the line this 
week, although it’s a convenient entry point. 

No, in fact, I’ve been ruminating on this for a few years now. And I’m 
hardly alone on that. 

Is it time the NHL looks at eliminating the shootout and extending three-
on-three overtime in the regular season instead? 

There’s just something that feels “off” about an individual skills event like 
the shootout having such an impact at such a critical time in a team’s 
season. 

Not that three-on-three overtime is normal hockey either, but it’s a closer 
semblance to the real thing at least. 

I canvassed NHL GMs on the matter Wednesday, asking them 
specifically if they would be in favour of scrapping the shootout in return 
for extending three-on-three overtime. Of the 31 GMs who responded to 
me, 19 were in favour, nine were against, and three abstained, one of 
which I will explain his reason later. 

And there’s no question among both the yes and no votes, there were 
caveats, qualifiers and ideas, which we will get into here. 

But still, what it tells you is what I’ve long figured to be true: GMs aren’t 
fans of the shootout deciding games. 

Dallas Stars GM Jim Nill, whose team is 5-2 in shootouts including a big 
one Tuesday night versus Vegas, is in favour of eliminating the shootout 
but points out the hurdle in finding its replacement as far as extending 
overtime. 

“With parity in the league and the possibility of more OT games year by 
year, are we going to be over-taxing players by potentially playing 
more/longer OT games?” Nill said via text message Wednesday. 
“Benches are shortened in OT and star players may get over-taxed … 

“Then there are the fans. Many seem to love the shootout, they love to 
see the one-on-one challenge between player and goalie.’’ 

Which is why it’s an interesting dilemma, Nill adds. 

“Fans love the three-on-three (OT), but they also (love) the shootout,’’ Nill 
said. “It is a good problem that our game has evolved into. I believe our 
games’ ‘OT excitement level’ has never been better from a pure 
entertaining point of view.’’ 

Veteran GM Lou Lamoriello of the New York Islanders would like to see 
“a game decided not by a shootout,’’ he said Wednesday, however 
length of time for the game overall is a “major concern’’ for him. 

In other words, how much actual time does extending overtime add to the 
overall length of a game? 

And I will say many of the GMs who voted yes to scrapping the shootout 
did so with different caveats; some want to know more about what 
extended overtime meant in terms of taxing players, or just generally 
what the impact of playing more overtime would be. 

Although one GM who voted in favour of scrapping the shootout did so 
without any reservation, saying he would want unlimited three-on-three 
overtime. He wants a result, no tie — a win or a loss, and nothing else. 

Another GM who voted yes to me went the other way; zero extension of 
three-on-three overtime. Just the current five minutes, and then a tie 
game if there’s no goal scored. 

Another GM in favour of eliminating the shootout for extended overtime 
says even if it’s just a seven-minute overtime period instead of the 
current five, that extra two minutes is still something and if the game 
ends in a tie, so be it. 

I’m on that train, too. Nothing wrong with a tie game, people. I grew up 
with tie games and it never bothered me. One of the most famous games 
in hockey history ended in a tie on New Year’s Eve, 1975. 

In a long season that’s a grind for players, the idea of playing and playing 
until there’s a winner would be a tough sell. Overtime has to be capped in 
the regular season. 

As another GM pointed out, bringing back tie games and not forcing a 
loser point via the shootout would also instil more fairness in the point 
system itself, although I’m not going back there again after writing about 
it yet again last week. 

I will point out that while more GMs voted in favour of scrapping the 
shootout, some of them did so without much conviction, resigned to the 
fact they believe the shootout is here to stay anyway. But yes, if they had 
their druthers, they would drop it. 
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Among the No votes — those wanting to keep the shootout — one GM 
said it’s not that he loves it but that for him it’s about games having to 
have an end time, citing back-to-back games, travel, etc. 

That was echoed by veteran GM Don Waddell of the Carolina 
Hurricanes, who also responded No to my question. He’s been a 
supporter of the shootout going back to his IHL days, when the former 
league had shootouts, and was a member of the Competition Committee 
when the NHL adopted it. The idea of scrapping it and extending three-
on-three OT doesn’t appeal to him. 

“The same guys all play three-on-three (OT),’’ Waddell said. “They keep 
logging more minutes and with travel, I think it is tough on our better 
players.’’ 

Another GM who voted No simply said he also didn’t want his top players 
playing another two-to-three minutes of taxing overtime. 

And yet another GM who voted No had this idea: Extend three-on-three 
OT from five minutes to eight minutes, but still have the shootout 
afterward if the game is still tied. Obviously going to eight minutes would 
mean fewer shootouts. But as the GM said, he feels the game needs an 
ending (not a tie) and some fans still like the shootout. So, he doesn’t 
want to totally scrap it, just further diminish it. 

What’s interesting is that while some GMs voted No to scrapping the 
shootout entirely, they said they’re in favour of extending overtime, which 
obviously would further minimize the shootout. 

One GM wasn’t ready to vote yay or nay yet because he doesn’t feel 
there’s a simple answer. So he abstained. He would want to study the 
impact of extending OT and the extra minutes on the top players. He’s 
open to scrapping the shootout but needs to be swayed on a better 
alternative. 

To be clear, I’m not making the argument for scrapping shootouts 
because there are more of them popping up. In fact, the evidence is to 
the contrary since three-on-three overtime came into effect seven years 
ago, ending more games before the shootout than four-on-four OT did 
previous to that. 

From the NHL on Wednesday 

Percentage of extra-time games that end in three-on-three OT 

Year 

Percentage 

▼ 

2018-19 

68 

2020-21 

67 

2016-17 

66 

2019-20 

66 

2017-18 

65 

2021-22 

65 

2015-16 

61 

Percentage of extra time games decided by four-on-four OT 

Year 

Percentage 

▼ 

2010-11 

49.83 

2014-15 

44.44 

2008-09 

43.62 

2007-08 

42.65 

2013-14 

42.02 

2012-13 

40.12 

2011-12 

39.67 

2009-10 

38.87 

So, we’re not seeing more shootouts, I get that. And we’re seeing way 
less with three-on-three overtime. All good. 

But it’s a question of whether the shootout has worn out its welcome, 
period, after its introduction 17 years ago in 2005. 

It’s not an issue that commissioner Gary Bettman spends a whole lot of 
time on, but I know that when pressed on it he points to player fatigue 
and ice conditions as far as concerns he would have in extending 
overtime. And the commissioner would also point out that two-thirds of 
games that go beyond regulation are decided by three-on-three overtime 
anyway. 

And there’s always this general sense that people around the league 
come to accept that a lot of fans still love the shootout. Are we sure about 
that? 

A Twitter poll is not scientific, I know. But I figured I would reach out to 
hockey fans Wednesday and get at least some feel for it. And, well, it 
wasn’t even close: 

Hockey fans, curious how you feel about this. Please answer my poll if 
you feel like it. 

Question: Would you be in favour of eliminating the shootout and instead 
extending 3 on 3 OT by a few minutes? 

— Pierre LeBrun (@PierreVLeBrun) April 27, 2022 

That poll doesn’t represent every single NHL fan. My kids, who are 
younger and aren’t on Twitter, happen to love the shootout still. I’m not 
allowed to change the channel in my house if we’re watching hockey as a 
family and a shootout is coming. 

So, I try to think about these things when I examine this issue. 

Still, without knowing the exact age demographic of my Twitter poll, it’s 
still at least some kind of snapshot of what I believe to be generally true: 
that most fans — not all fans, but the majority of adult-aged fans — have 
had enough of the shootout. 
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And that alone should be enough for the league and the NHLPA to dive 
into it over the next few years, perhaps via their shared Competition 
Committee. 

The players’ view on this would be paramount, especially if it means 
more overtime. An NHLPA spokesperson said Wednesday that it’s not a 
subject that’s been brought up with players. 

I will say this again: There’s nothing wrong with a tie game, especially if 
an extended three-on-three overtime hasn’t decided things. 

Time to eliminate the shootout? 

I say it’s time to give it some serious thought. It’s at least worthy of 
discussion by the powers that be. 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.29.2022 
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ESPN / NHL playoff watch standings update - The postseason seeds left 
to be determined 

 

Tim Kavanagh 

10-12 minutes 

1:30 PM BST 

 

After the Vegas Golden Knights' elimination from playoff contention last 
night, the 16-team field for the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs is set -- we just 
have to wait to see which teams fit into which seeding slots. 

Currently, there are eight teams locked into position: 

    Atlantic Division: No. 1 Florida Panthers (No. 1 seed in the East), No. 2 
Toronto Maple Leafs 

    Metro Division: No. 1 Carolina Hurricanes, No. 2 New York Rangers 

    Central Division: No. 1 Colorado Avalanche (No. 1 seed in the West) 

    Pacific Division: No. 1 Calgary Flames, No. 2 Edmonton Oilers, No. 3 
Los Angeles Kings 

Starting at the top, the Panthers and Avalanche remain in a battle for the 
Presidents' Trophy and the No. 1 overall seed in the postseason. Both 
teams have two games left; Colorado is two points back but has a 46-41 
edge in regulation wins. 

In the Atlantic, the Tampa Bay Lightning hold a three-point lead over the 
Boston Bruins for the No. 3 seed, with the loser of that battle earning the 
East's No. 1 wild card and a series against the Canes. Both teams have 
two games left, and Boston has a one-game edge in RW. 

The race for No. 3 in the Metro is even tighter: the Pittsburgh Penguins 
hold a one-point and one-RW edge over the Washington Capitals, but 
the Caps have a game in hand. The winner between these two gets the 
Rangers, the loser gets the Panthers. 

There are two races going on in the Central Division. The Minnesota Wild 
and St. Louis Blues both have 109 points in the battle to determine 
home-ice advantage in the first round; the Blues have a 43-36 edge in 
RW, but the Wild have a game in hand. Both Western wild cards are 
coming from this division, but their positioning is yet to be finalized. The 
Dallas Stars currently have a one-point edge in the standings, but the 
Nashville Predators have a game in hand and hold a 35-30 RW 
advantage. The first wild card will take on the Flames, while the second 
gets the Avalanche in the first round. 

We'll get our next set of clues after tonight's nine-game schedule. Buckle 
up! 

And now, let's check in on the current playoff matchups, along with 
today's schedule, expanded standings and the full lottery order. 

Note: Playoff chances are via FiveThirtyEight. Tragic numbers are 
courtesy of Damian Echevarrieta of the NHL. 

Jump ahead: 

Current playoff matchups 

Today's games 

Last night's scores 

Expanded standings 

Race for No. 1 pick 

Current playoff matchups 

Eastern Conference 

A1 Florida Panthers vs. WC2 Washington Capitals 

A2 Toronto Maple Leafs vs. A3 Tampa Bay Lightning 

M1 Carolina Hurricanes vs. WC1 Boston Bruins 

M2 New York Rangers vs. M3 Pittsburgh Penguins 

Western Conference 

C1 Colorado Avalanche vs. WC2 Nashville Predators 

C2 Minnesota Wild vs. C3 St. Louis Blues 

P1 Calgary Flames vs. WC1 Dallas Stars 

P2 Edmonton Oilers vs. P3 Los Angeles Kings 

Today's games 

Note: All times Eastern. All out-of-market, non-NHL Network games 
available to stream live on ESPN+. 

Buffalo Sabres at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. 

Florida Panthers at Ottawa Senators, 7 p.m. 

New Jersey Devils at Carolina Hurricanes, 7 p.m. 

Washington Capitals at New York Islanders, 7 p.m. 

Tampa Bay Lightning at Columbus Blue Jackets, 7 p.m. 

Calgary Flames at Minnesota Wild, 8 p.m. (NHLN) 

Nashville Predators at Colorado Avalanche, 9 p.m. 

San Jose Sharks at Edmonton Oilers, 9 p.m. 

Los Angeles Kings at Vancouver Canucks, 10 p.m. 

Last night's scoreboard 

Watch In the Crease on ESPN+ for highlights from every game. 

Winnipeg Jets 4, Philadelphia Flyers 0 

Montreal Canadiens 4, New York Rangers 3 

Chicago Blackhawks 4, Vegas Golden Knights 3 (SO) 

Arizona Coyotes 4, Dallas Stars 3 (OT) 

Los Angeles Kings 5, Seattle Kraken 3 

Expanded standings 

Note: x = clinched playoff spot; y = clinched division title; z = clinched 
best conference record; e = eliminated 

Atlantic Division 
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z - Florida Panthers 

Points: 120 

Regulation wins: 41 

Playoff position: A1 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ OTT (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Toronto Maple Leafs 

Points: 113 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: A2 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. BOS (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Tampa Bay Lightning 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: A3 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ CBJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Boston Bruins 

Points: 105 

Regulation wins: 39 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. BUF (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ BOS (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 1 

Next game: @ NJ (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Ottawa Senators 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. FLA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 15 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. FLA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Metropolitan Division 

y - Carolina Hurricanes 

Points: 114 

Regulation wins: 46 

Playoff position: M1 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. NJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - New York Rangers 

Points: 108 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: M2 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. WSH (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Pittsburgh Penguins 

Points: 101 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: M3 

Games left: 1 
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Next game: vs. CBJ (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Washington Capitals 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ NYI (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - New York Islanders 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. WSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 25 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. TB (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - New Jersey Devils 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 19 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ CAR (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 20 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. OTT (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Central Division 

z - Colorado Avalanche 

Points: 118 

Regulation wins: 46 

Playoff position: C1 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. NSH (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Minnesota Wild 

Points: 109 

Regulation wins: 36 

Playoff position: C2 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. CGY (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - St. Louis Blues 

Points: 109 

Regulation wins: 43 

Playoff position: C3 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. VGK (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Dallas Stars 

Points: 96 

Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: WC1 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. ANA (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Nashville Predators 

Points: 95 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: WC2 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ COL (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 85 
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Regulation wins: 30 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. CGY (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 16 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 1 

Next game: @ BUF (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 1 

Next game: vs. NSH (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

Pacific Division 

y - Calgary Flames 

Points: 110 

Regulation wins: 44 

Playoff position: P1 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ MIN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Edmonton Oilers 

Points: 100 

Regulation wins: 38 

Playoff position: P2 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. SJ (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

x - Los Angeles Kings 

Points: 98 

Regulation wins: 35 

Playoff position: P3 

Games left: 1 

Next game: @ VAN (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 100% 

Tragic number: N/A 

e - Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 92 

Regulation wins: 33 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 1 

Next game: @ STL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 32 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. LA (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - San Jose Sharks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: @ EDM (Thursday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 1 

Next game: @ DAL (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 

Tragic number: E 

e - Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

Playoff position: N/A 

Games left: 2 

Next game: vs. SJ (Friday) 

Playoff chances: 0% 
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Tragic number: E 

Race for the No. 1 pick 

The NHL uses a draft lottery to determine the order at the top of the first 
round, so the team that finishes in last place is not guaranteed the No. 1 
selection. As of 2021, a team can move up a maximum of 10 spots if it 
wins the lottery, so only 11 teams are eligible for the draw for the No. 1 
pick. Full details on the process can be found here. The 2022 draft lottery 
will be held on May 10. 

1. Montreal Canadiens 

Points: 53 

Regulation wins: 15 

2. Arizona Coyotes 

Points: 55 

Regulation wins: 17 

3. Seattle Kraken 

Points: 58 

Regulation wins: 22 

4. Philadelphia Flyers 

Points: 61 

Regulation wins: 20 

5. New Jersey Devils 

Points: 63 

Regulation wins: 19 

6. Chicago Blackhawks 

Points: 67 

Regulation wins: 16 

7. Ottawa Senators 

Points: 71 

Regulation wins: 25 

8. Detroit Red Wings 

Points: 72 

Regulation wins: 20 

9. Buffalo Sabres 

Points: 73 

Regulation wins: 25 

10. Anaheim Ducks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 22 

11. San Jose Sharks 

Points: 76 

Regulation wins: 22 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Points: 79 

Regulation wins: 25 

13. New York Islanders 

Points: 82 

Regulation wins: 32 

14. Winnipeg Jets 

Points: 85 

Regulation wins: 30 

15. Vancouver Canucks 

Points: 89 

Regulation wins: 32 

16. Vegas Golden Knights 

Points: 91 

Regulation wins: 33 

Notes on conditionally traded picks impacting the top 16: 

    Columbus will receive Chicago's first-round pick if Chicago does not 
win either of the two draws in the 2022 draft lottery. Otherwise, the pick 
defers to 2023. 

    Buffalo will receive Vegas' first-round pick if it is outside the top 10 
selections. Otherwise, the pick defers to 2023.  
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ESPN / Ranking Stanley Cup-less playoff players - Where do Joe 
Thornton, Claude Giroux, Connor McDavid, others land? 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

20-25 minutes 

 

As the Tampa Bay Lightning celebrated their second straight Stanley 
Cup championship last summer, my eyes were drawn to one player: 
defenseman David Savard. 

He had played 597 NHL regular-season games and 37 more in the 
playoffs before the Columbus Blue Jackets traded him to the Lightning at 
the deadline. He walked into a locker room filled with newly fitted Stanley 
Cup rings from 2020, having never played for one yet in his career -- no 
pressure, new guy. 

After Game 5 against Montreal, Steven Stamkos collected the Stanley 
Cup from the commissioner and passed it to Victor Hedman, who then 
gave it to Savard. Hedman did this out of tradition: The longest-serving 
veteran who has yet to raise the Cup will usually receive it early in the 
celebration. Because he played hundreds of games in an unforgiving 
sport for that moment. Because he dreamed about it every day as a kid, 
from the driveway net to the local rink. Because the wait is finally over. 

That's why the Stanley Cup celebrations never get old: It will always be 
someone's first time. In the 2022 NHL postseason, there are multitudes 
of players seeking their first drink from the Cup. Some are legends of the 
game, some are just entering their prime. 

Here are my tiered rankings of the Cup-less wonders of the upcoming 
playoffs. 

(And if you think there are some names missing from their tiers, you 
might want to skip to the end ...) 

The legends 

Claude Giroux, Florida Panthers (34 years old) 
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Joe Pavelski, Dallas Stars (37) 

Ryan Suter, Dallas Stars (37) 

Joe Thornton, Florida Panthers (42) 

Beard don't lie: Thornton has played 1,712 regular-season games to lead 
all active players, and 186 playoff games, which is second only to Zdeno 
Chara among active players. He has played for the Stanley Cup once, 
with the San Jose Sharks in 2016. Pavelski was on that team, and then 
ran it back with the Stars in the 2020 bubble playoffs for a second crack 
at the Cup, falling short both times. Suter, his teammate on the Stars, 
has never advanced past the second round of the playoffs despite 
appearing in 1,277 regular-season games. 

Giroux's only trip to the Final was in that wild 2010 series against the 
Chicago Blackhawks, forever remembered for Chris Pronger stealing 
pucks and Patrick Kane's Cup-winning goal puck potentially suffering the 
same fate. 

As much as we recognize it's the result of uncontrollable circumstances 
and therefore should not be weighed as the ultimate career validation ... 
winning the Stanley Cup remains pretty career validating, you know? 

Thornton doesn't need one for validation. He's going into the Hall of 
Fame as one of the greatest playmakers in NHL history. But the other 
three legacies would be bolstered with a ring. 

Giroux helping the Panthers to their first Cup as a trade deadline coup 
would be the stuff of legend. Pavelski ending up with a Stanley Cup and 
three trips to the Final while being the fourth-leading active postseason 
goal-scorer -- behind some guys named Ovechkin, Crosby and Malkin -- 
would solidify his reputation as Captain Clutch. 

The 'old guy without a Cup' tier 

Derick Brassard, Edmonton Oilers (34 years old) 

Andrew Cogliano, Colorado Avalanche (34) 

Alexander Edler, Los Angeles Kings (35) 

Nick Foligno, Boston Bruins (34) 

Jack Johnson, Colorado Avalanche (35) 

Ryan Reaves, New York Rangers (35) 

Kris Russell, Edmonton Oilers (35 on May 2) 

Mike Smith, Edmonton Oilers (40) 

Mats Zuccarello, Minnesota Wild (34) 

(Yes, we were also surprised to learn that Zuccarello turns 35 in 
September. But in fairness, that's young for a Hobbit.) 

The "old guy without a Cup," as coined by my friend Sean McIndoe, is 
usually closer to Smith's age bracket than some of these spry 34-year-
olds are. In this tier ranking, these are veteran players who aren't quite at 
the legendary level, but still notable. Think 40-year-old Kimmo Timonen 
winning with the Blackhawks in 2015, for example. 

But each of these players has had the kind of career for which a Stanley 
Cup championship could conjure years of grunt-like sacrifice for whatever 
team they're playing on. Russell fearlessly blocking shots. Reaves 
fearlessly taking (and delivering) punches. Cogliano's consecutive games 
streak. Brassard having kicked around 10 different franchises. Johnson 
... well, having lived the interesting life of Jack Johnson, one supposes. 

One name missing here: 34-year-old St. Louis Blues forward James 
Neal, last seen getting called out by Shooter McGavin while with the AHL 
Springfield Thunderbirds. 

The 'we're afraid to see what happens if they don't win' tier 

Nathan MacKinnon, Colorado Avalanche 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

Of all the reasons I'd like to see the Colorado Avalanche win the Stanley 
Cup -- ranging from validation of tremendous analytics-driven 
management to seeing what Nazem Kadri's day with the Cup in Ontario 
would look like -- the most prominent one is not having to witness a 
MacKinnon post-playoff-elimination news conference. 

Granted, last season's edition was a bit spicy! But for the most part, 
there's no joy in seeing one of the NHL's most intense competitors 
vacillating between sullenness and simmering anger, like an emo kid 
whose parents won't pay for My Chemical Romance tickets. I want to see 
this superstar flush with a sense of accomplishment! And then I'd like to 
see him drink a Mountain Dew and eat a sleeve of Oreos to celebrate. 

McDavid can be equally as frustrated by a lack of success, having said 
things like "I'm sick of losing" and "the regular season doesn't mean 
anything" regarding the Oilers' postseason failures. There's a bit more 
pressure on MacKinnon than McDavid this postseason, but another year 
without a series victory could send McDavid spiraling again. 

The aging stars tier 

Jamie Benn, Dallas Stars (32 years old) 

Matt Duchene, Nashville Predators (31) 

Taylor Hall, Boston Bruins (30) 

Artemi Panarin, New York Rangers (30) 

Only Benn has played for the Stanley Cup in this group, having done so 
with Dallas in the 2020 bubble playoffs. Panarin arrived in Chicago after 
the dynasty. Duchene (28 playoff games) has the narrow lead over Hall 
(25 playoff games) in postseason experience. 

Special shoutout to Duchene here, who went from a player that Nashville 
fans were hoping the Seattle Kraken might take off their team's roster, to 
the first 40-goal season of his 13-year NHL career -- an increase of 28 
goals over last season. It's times like these I wish the NHL had an award 
for comeback player of the year. I know that's partly what the Masterton 
Trophy covers, but I'd much rather have players like Duchene competing 
against fellow statistical turnarounds than against someone who 
overcame a career-threatening injury. 

The prime stars 'win now' tier 

Sebastian Aho, Carolina Hurricanes 

Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers 

Filip Forsberg, Nashville Predators 

Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames 

Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado Avalanche 

Mikko Rantanen, Colorado Avalanche 

David Pastrnak, Boston Bruins 

For various reasons, there's a sense of urgency for this group to win the 
Stanley Cup, even if they're all under 30. 

For Gaudreau, it's the pending free agency. For Pastrnak, it's the closing 
window for this iteration of the Bruins. For Aho, it's the pressure to finally 
break through in the East. Landeskog, Rantanen and Draisaitl are in the 
same boat as MacKinnon and McDavid, although with less intense 
scrutiny. 

The prime stars 'they've got time' tier 

Aleksander Barkov, Florida Panthers 

Jonathan Huberdeau, Florida Panthers 

Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota Wild 

Chris Kreider, New York Rangers 
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Matthew Tkachuk, Calgary Flames 

Mika Zibanejad, New York Rangers 

Kaprizov and Tkachuk are young stars with several more playoff journeys 
ahead of them. The Panthers and Rangers have an upward trajectory 
that should extend beyond this season. 

Winning a Stanley Cup would be fantastic. But they've got time ... 

The Norris candidate tier 

Aaron Ekblad, Florida Panthers 

Adam Fox, New York Rangers 

Miro Heiskanen, Dallas Stars 

Roman Josi, Nashville Predators 

Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 

Charlie McAvoy, Boston Bruins 

There's a basic template for a Stanley Cup champion. You need two 
great centers, and preferably one of them can play a shutdown role if 
necessary. You need a competent goalie -- they don't have to steal a 
round, but they absolutely can't cost you games. And you need an elite 
two-way defenseman, such as the ones listed here. 

These blueliners have varying degrees of postseason experience. 
Heiskanen and Josi have played for the Stanley Cup before. Fox, 
meanwhile, appeared in the expanded playoff qualification round in 2020 
for three games, before winning the Norris Trophy in 2021. 

There are other defensemen right under this elite tier -- Justin Faulk and 
Torey Krug of the Blues, Devon Toews of the Avalanche, Mattias Ekholm 
of the Predators and Noah Hanifin of the Flames come to mind -- but 
these are the ones who best fit the template. All of them are worthy of the 
Cup. 

The Vezina candidate tier 

Frederik Andersen, Carolina Hurricanes 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida Panthers 

Darcy Kuemper, Colorado Avalanche 

Jacob Markstrom, Calgary Flames 

Juuse Saros, Nashville Predators 

Igor Shesterkin, New York Rangers 

I mentioned how the goalie in the Stanley Cup champion template 
doesn't necessarily have to be one that can steal a series ... but it 
certainly doesn't hurt to have one! 

All of the goalies here have the ability to be the X factor in a series. You 
might scoff at Andersen given his playoff history, but let's see what 
happens now that he's out of Toronto. You might sneer at Bobrovsky's 
inclusion, but it's hard not to list him when he was an architect for one of 
the biggest first-round upsets in NHL history. 

From this list, there are two goalies we're fascinated by this postseason: 
Kuemper, who has been one of the best goalies in the NHL since 
January and has the weight of the Avalanche's aspirations on his 
shoulders; and Shesterkin, who might inspire more than a few long shot 
Conn Smythe wagers from giddy Rangers fans. Note that Saros left 
Tuesday's game due to an injury, but his listing here is our remaining 
hopeful that he'll return in time for the postseason. 

As we said at the top, you might have noticed some names missing in 
the previous tiers. 

There's a reason for that. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs tier 

Yes, all of them. 

Well except for Jake Muzzin and Kyle Clifford. They have their Stanley 
Cup rings. No one else does. 

Jason Spezza, who is ninth among active scorers (994), does not. 
Neither do "old guy without a Cup" candidates Mark Giordano (38) and 
Wayne Simmonds (33). Aging star John Tavares (894 career points) 
does not, nor do current stars Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, William 
Nylander, Morgan Rielly and T.J. Brodie. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs as a franchise technically do not qualify for one 
of these tiers. It only feels that way. They have 13 Stanley Cup 
championships, the last one coming in the 1966-67 season. The 
Panthers, Wild and Predators have combined for [checks math] no 
Stanley Cup championships. Toronto has a drought, but it's not like it's 
never rained there. 

That said, and with due respect to former Leafs legend Joe Thornton: 
There is no other group of guys whose lifting of the Cup would cause 
more seismic activity than the 2021-22 Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Yes, it would mean getting past the first round. Yes, it would mean 
surviving four rounds of the Toronto media treating every victory like a 
gold medal in the world juniors and every loss like a reason for 
relegation. But if the Leafs win the Stanley Cup, then we are all freed 
from these decades of "plan the parade" jokes and the same skipping 
record of misery every postseason. 

We would shed a tear as we shed this tier, and all be better for it. 

Jersey Foul of the week 

This Electrical Tape Edit Foul comes from reader Tommy Sullivan, who 
is, you guessed it, from Boston: 

    I think as far as jersey fouls go, this came out not half-bad. What do 
you think @NHLBruins pic.twitter.com/8zraBAhW9y 

    — Tommy Sullivan (@tomsa592) April 25, 2022 

This is some next-level conception here. Dougie Hamilton wore No. 27 
for the Bruins from 2013-14 to 2014-15. Boston traded for Hampus 
Lindholm at the deadline and gave him No. 27. So Tommy puts two and 
seven together and goes "HAM," using Dougie's last name to create a 
jersey with Mr. Lindholm's first name. Ingenuity. 

Video of the week 

    Teemu delivering that @Honda in STYLE to The Captain! 
pic.twitter.com/r5F0oiH2lJ 

    — Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) April 25, 2022 

I love retirement nights. Especially for players who stuck it out with one 
team for their entire careers. You always hear about what an honor it is 
for guys who were able to play for just one franchise in their NHL run 
because it happens so infrequently, especially in the cap era. 

To do that, and to go out on your own terms, is really special, as was the 
case with Ryan Getzlaf and the Anaheim Ducks. 

The Ducks produced more footage of Getzlaf's retirement night than 
Joseph Kosinski shot during the making of "Top Gun: Maverick" ... which 
was 800 hours, incidentally. There was Getzlaf arriving at the arena and 
being greeted by Make-A-Wish kids and fans and Anaheim's owners; and 
Getzlaf seeing all the towels on the seats in the arena; and messages 
from Ducks fans and former teammates and a rather funny J.S. Giguere; 
and a cute video involving his children, who made a "dad to-do list" that 
included fighting a dragon. It was a lot! 

But the above video from the Getzlaf retirement ceremony is just the 
best. Teemu Selanne drives out in some kind of armored assault Honda 
four-wheeler with Ducks colors and presents Getzlaf with this lovely 
parting gift. 
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Usually, these guys get a silver stick or some painting or maybe some 
bottles of wine. Getzlaf is looking at this thing like a kid getting a drone on 
Christmas morning: with a mix of surprise, appreciation and anticipation 
of mischief. 

It's just a shame there isn't a sidecar attached for when Corey Perry 
retires. 

Winners and losers of the week 

Winner: Marc-Andre Fleury 

Fleury will be the starting goaltender for the Minnesota Wild when they 
open the playoffs next week against the St. Louis Blues. His former team, 
the Vegas Golden Knights, will have the opportunity to watch that game 
on television. The Knights traded Fleury to create cap space in order to 
acquire more veterans from outside the organization, and because they 
had decided to have Robin Lehner as their primary goaltender. 

Lehner didn't finish the season due to multiple injuries. The Golden 
Knights remained in a tangled mess of salary-cap headaches. And, once 
again, Fleury will start in a Game 1 of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Loser: Jack Eichel 

I don't want to dump on Jack here. Lord knows the city of Buffalo will 
handle all the reveling in enough schadenfreude about Eichel leveraging 
a trade to a Stanley Cup contender that then missed the playoffs. We 
have to remember that his 33 games were his first since early March 
2021. We have to remember the adjustment to a new team in a new 
conference. We have to acknowledge that Jack had 10 points in nine 
games from March 24 through April 14. 

But we also have to acknowledge that he had one secondary power-play 
assist in the Knights' last six games, in which they won once; that he 
missed on three shootout attempts; and then he served up a turnover 
that directly led to a Caleb Jones goal against Chicago in their elimination 
game. Just like when he was with the Sabres, it's wait 'til next year. 

Winner: Logan Thompson 

For two consecutive games, the 25-year-old Golden Knights goalie was 
seen face down in his crease in crushing disappointment. He gave up 
winning goals in two shootouts that were allowed to happen only 
because his team couldn't secure the bag during precarious late-season 
games. He played his heart out in emergency conditions, following Robin 
Lehner's decision to have shoulder surgery that ended his season. 

There are many reasons Vegas flopped down the stretch. Logan 
Thompson wasn't one of them. 

Loser: The shootout 

Am I going to take this opportunity to once again rail against the 
shootout? About playoff berths being determined without a single pass 
being attempted or a defenseman playing their position? As the fate of a 
regular season rests in the quivering hands of a skills competition? As 
the most critical moment of the season is decided by something so 
antithetical to actual team play that it has existed in the regular season 
for 17 years without anyone even attempting to port it over to the Stanley 
Cup playoffs, as a remedy for marathon overtimes? Why yes, I believe I 
shall. 

Winner: Timely Kings 

The Los Angeles Kings might not defeat the Edmonton Oilers in their 
playoff series without Drew Doughty in the lineup. But getting to the 
playoffs is an accomplishment in itself. Kudos to GM Rob Blake for 
smartly adding Phillip Danault and Viktor Arvidsson in the offseason, as 
they ended up third and fourth in team scoring. 

His team outlasted Pacific Division rivals for the No. 3 seed, closing the 
deal with five wins in six games down the stretch. That playoff race, and 
this playoff series, is going to pay off down the line with their young 
players who need this experience. 

Loser: Untimely injuries 

Are we going to have to bubble wrap goalies before the playoffs? The 
Penguins hope Tristan Jarry is ready to go. The Predators are worried 
they might not have Juuse Saros for the first round. The Hurricanes' 
Frederik Andersen is expected to miss the first few games of their series. 
I guess it's only fitting that in a season that saw more goalies appear in 
NHL games than ever before, we end up with a slew of goalie absences 
entering the playoffs. 

Winner: Brad Marchand 

I can think of no greater compliment to the unique talents of Brad 
Marchand than winning the NHL Player Poll as the skater his peers hate 
to play against but would want as a teammate. 

It reminds me of a conversation I once had with someone on the Flyers 
when Chris Pronger was traded there. At the time, Pronger was the Tom 
Wilson of his day when it came to suspension-worthy infractions and 
general bludgeoning. I asked this Flyer why they'd want Pronger on their 
team, based on his reputation as an injurious miscreant. His response 
was that Pronger did those things so they wouldn't have to do them. 
(Being a Hall of Fame talent probably didn't hurt either; and Marchand's 
slowly building that case for himself, too.) 

Loser: Edginess 

When did the NHLPA Players Poll get so benign? The 2017-18 poll 
asked questions about the NHL standings format and which arena had 
the worst ice. In 2018-19, the poll asked who the best and worst trash-
talkers were -- Marchand, naturally, won both categories -- and whether 
the NHL should have nicknames on the backs of their jerseys. We vote 
that the Player Poll should have more pointed questions about NHL rules 
and soft criticism of their peers! 

Puck headlines 

    Really good piece by Peter Baugh on Colorado Avalanche forward 
Nazem Kadri. "I know Naz just wants to play his heart out for this team 
and really wants to win the Cup this year for Colorado. He really feels 
like, unlike Toronto, the Avs and Joe Sakic and [Jared] Bednar gave him 
another chance." 

    When the President of the United States mistakenly refers to the 
commissioner of the NHL as "Batman," you can be excused for giggling, 
Victor Hedman. 

    Just a lovely column by Shireen Ahmed about the late Guy Lafleur and 
how he created hockey fans during his playing days. "Lafleur's kindness 
and his generous spirit brought people in. And many of them stuck 
around because of it. There are not many players who had such an 
impact on fans and even opposing teams alike." 

    Brandon Sutter opens up about long COVID-19, which has sidelined 
him for the season. "It's just been dealing with immune system stuff, 
which a lot of people who are going through it at home, too, have had 
what they're calling 'long COVID' stuff. It's not a lot of fun." 

    Why the Canucks' shortsighted postponed games might have cost 
them the playoffs. 

    A data-driven follow-up to our story on the goal-scoring boom. For the 
record, the impact of young offensive players isn't necessarily just in their 
own offensive output, but as noted in our reporting, it's the lack of 
defensive prowess that previously would have kept them in the minors 
but is now overlooked as the NHL is in an offensive era. 

    ICYMI, my conversation with new PHF commissioner Reagan Carey. I 
wish I shared her optimism about future collaboration with the PWHPA. 

    Finally, our favorite cross-sports moment of the week, as Dallas 
Cowboys linebacker Micah Parsons was invited to drop the ceremonial 
first puck at a Hershey Bears game ... except no one remembered to tell 
him how the ceremony was supposed to go. 

    — x - Hershey Bears (@TheHersheyBears) April 25, 2022 
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From your friends at ESPN 

Pond hockey and climate change, in a great article by Dan Murphy. "We 
all want the same things. We all want clean air and clean water and a 
good place for our kids. We might need to discuss how to get there, but 
we all want the same stuff. I think that's a role that sports can play and 
bring everybody back to the same place." 

ESPN LOADED: 04.29.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Gaudreau ensures his line joins exclusive 40-40-
40 club 

Gotta See It: Gaudreau scores 40th goal off no-look pass from Tkachuk 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

April 29, 2022, 12:30 AM 

 

ST. PAUL, Minn. -- Understandably, the celebration was muted. 

Losses can do that, no matter how inconsequential they are in the 
standings. 

But that doesn’t minimize the accomplishment. 

Early in the second period against the Minnesota Wild of a scoreless tie 
at Xcel Energy Center, there stood Johnny Gaudreau on the doorstep of 
NHL history Thursday night. 

Taking a no-look pass from Matthew Tkachuk across the crease, 
Gaudreau made a slick move to his backhand before roofing it in tight for 
his 40th of the season. 

It completed the trifecta of sorts, as the 28-year-old became the third 
member of the Calgary Flames to join the 40-goal club this season. 

It marked just the fourth time in over 30 years an NHL team has had such 
triple threats. 

What made the feat even more unique was the fact Gaudreau, Elias 
Lindholm and Tkachuk are all linemates. 

The last time that happened? 

It was 1993-94. 

“I didn’t know that,” smiled Gaudreau, who tied Jonathan Huberdeau for 
second in league-scoring at 115 points. 

“Pretty cool.” 

Cooler still is the fact that the trio of linemates from 28 years earlier also 
wore Flames silks, with the names Roberts (as in Gary), Reichel (Robert) 
and Fleury (Theo) on the back. 

They too were a hell of a unit. 

“It’s hard to believe all those years go by and that’s the last time three 
linemates scored 40,” said Fleury, who watches the Flames game from 
his Calgary home. 

“Strange. It amazes me that they say the game is more skilled than when 
we were playing, and then you have something like this take this long to 
happen.” 

Gaudreau’s line joins the 2018-19 Tampa Bay Lightning (Nikita 
Kucherov, Brayden Point, Steven Stamkos) and the 1995-96 Pittsburgh 
Penguins (Jaromir Jagr, Mario Lemieux, Petr Nedved) as the only clubs 
with three 40-goal men since Fleury’s team did it. 

The Lightning and Penguins scorers were split over two lines, unlike 
Calgary where the lads have been together all season long to also post 
the three highest plus-minus numbers in the loop. 

“They’re fun to watch,” said Fleury of Calgary’s top line, which has clearly 
been the NHL’s top scoring unit this season. 

“They have a great coach. They’re a completely different team. They 
don’t turn pucks over, they’re responsible, they backcheck and that’s all 
coaching, getting all these young, skilled guys to learn how to play 
without the puck. 

“If you can get the skilled guys to do that you’re going to have team 
success. (Coach) Darryl (Sutter) is all about team, he doesn’t care about 
stats.” 

Ain't that the truth. 

“(Gaudreau) scored from me to you – four feet,” said Sutter, following a 
3-2 overtime loss that saw the Flames claw back to force extra time for 
the second straight game. 

“That’s how you score. That’s how he scored his 40th, that’s how he’ll 
score when it’s for real.” 

‘For real,’ means playoffs. 

Those start, in all likelihood, Tuesday against either Dallas or Nashville. 

With one game left the Predators have a one-point edge on the Stars 
following a 5-4 shootout win in Colorado with former Flames goalie David 
Rittich in net. 

Given the Flames’ 10-1-2 record of late, the good news is that the mojo 
this team has been building ever since the all-star break continues. 

Against a surging Wild club that is on an 18-2-3 run, Jacob Markstrom 
appeared sharp following a one-week break from action, making 22 
saves before a Kirill Kaprizov power-play blast beat him in extra time. 

The Flames did well to match the intensity of their hosts, who had far 
more to play for, given their dogfight with St. Louis for home-ice 
advantage in their first-round matchup. 

Back to Gaudreau, who became just the 14th player in NHL history to 
pick up 90 even-strength points in a season, joining a who’s-who list of 
Hall of Famers in the process. 

It's the NHL's highest even-strength point total since Jagr had 95 in 1995-
96. 

“It was cool,” said Gaudreau of the 40th, which he almost added to in the 
final minute when he let a brilliant Lindholm pass slide off his stick while 
staring at an open net a few feet away. 

“Obviously it got our team kickstarted in the second. Cool thing to do. 
Unfortunately it wasn’t the outcome we wanted as a team.” 

Because his line has been so dominant, the overtime loss hardly matters 
for the Pacific Division champs. 

“Those two have been playing great all year,” said Gaudreau, when 
asked about sharing history with his linemates. 

“Getting a chance to play with them all year has been a lot of fun for me. 
Been very fortunate to play with some really good players in my career 
and these two are right up there at the top of the list.” 

Two nights after scoring the overtime winner in Nashville, Lindholm 
scored his 42nd of the year against old teammate Cam Talbot to tie the 
game late, demonstrating once again how clutch the line is. 

“Obviously it’s a good accomplishment, especially when all of us got it,” 
said Lindholm of the 40-40-40 Club. 

“It’s been a good season. Fun so far. Obviously, we have some good 
chemistry and we played a couple games last season and have been 
building on that since we started this season. 
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"For myself my game is pretty easy: play simple, work hard and give 
them the puck as much as possible and they will do the magic.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.29.2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Eliminated Canucks hope second-half surge carries over 
to next season 

Brock Boeser scored two goals including the game-winner in overtime as 
the Vancouver Canucks defeated the Los Angeles Kings 3-2. 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

April 29, 2022, 2:00 AM 

 

VANCOUVER -- In their first game that fully didn’t matter, which 
remarkably wasn’t until Game 81, the Vancouver Canucks looked 
Thursday like their season condensed to 65 minutes. 

Finally eliminated from the National Hockey League playoff race during 
Tuesday’s game against the Seattle Kraken, the Canucks started 
Thursday against the Los Angeles Kings with the same flatness and lack 
of cohesion and execution that characterized a 6-14-2 opening quarter 
that eventually doomed their season. 

Given the circumstances -- the exhaustion of the sprint back to the 
playoff race the last four months and the disappointment at the finish line 
-- the Canucks’ play was far more understandable in late April than it was 
back in November. 

But Thursday, as it was when winter began, the Canucks found 
something when it looked hopeless and finished the game as a 
completely different team. They rallied from a two-goal deficit in the third 
period to beat the playoff-bound Kings 3-2 on Brock Boeser’s goal with 
29.7 seconds remaining in overtime. 

Vancouver coach Bruce Boudreau said after the morning skate that there 
is always something to play for. He’s right. This is professional sports; 
there is always someone watching, always something to prove. 

Still, for 40 minutes, the Kings were playing with the intensity to get ready 
for the playoffs, the Canucks with the intensity of preparing for a week in 
Hawaii. But when Boeser scored on a power play at 6:52 of the third 
period, to cut to one a deficit that could have been three or four goals 
were it not for Vancouver’s goalie, minor-league callup Spencer Martin, 
the Canucks were again transformed to a playoff-calibre team. 

Alex Chiasson hacked in a loose puck to tie it 2-2 at 14:31 of the final 
period after a sublime pirouette with the puck inside the blue line by 
Quinn Hughes allowed the defenceman to disappear in front of King 
Gabriel Vilardi and conjure a scoring chance out of nothing. 

Then Boeser, near the end of his own difficult season, won it in overtime 
when he had three chances in front of Los Angeles goalie Cal Petersen, 
finally burying the third one after Elias Pettersson had worked the end 
boards to keep the puck alive. 

With Friday’s game remaining in Edmonton against the Oilers, the 
Canucks hit 40 wins and surpassed the 90-point mark. They prevented 
the Kings, in their final game, from reaching 100 points, and the Canucks 
closed their mad dash through April at 6-0-2 on home ice. 

Thursday was their final game at Rogers Arena, and possibly the final 
one in Vancouver as a Canuck for Boeser, a looming restricted free-
agent whose $7.5-million-US qualifying offer is a landmine the team must 
navigate this summer. 

It was Fan Appreciation Night, and since Boudreau was hired on Dec. 5, 
Canuck fans have appreciated a team that went 32-15-9. 

After Vancouver players honoured Kings captain Dustin Brown by 
shaking his hand after he played the last of his 1,296 regular-season 
games for Los Angeles, Canucks veteran Luke Schenn was handed a 
microphone and spoke to fans. 

“It is a privilege for us as players to play in front of you guys every night,” 
Schenn said. “You guys bring so much excitement and joy to us. So 
thank you. We look forward to playing in front of you guys next year and 
picking up right where we left off this year.” 

And that is the big bet on next season -- that the Canucks who played 
.652 hockey under Boudreau, 10th best in the NHL since Dec. 5 -- can 
be that team next season. 

They’ll need a lot to go right on an individual basis: the affirmation of 
Thatcher Demko as an elite NHL goalie, the continued ascendency of 
Hughes and Pettersson, another formidable season from J.T. Miller (if 
he’s back for the final year of his contract), another 30 goals from captain 
Bo Horvat and more from Oliver Ekman-Larsson and others. 

They’ll also need further development from Vasily Podkolzin, who is for 
now the last of a series of impact prospects to march into the NHL with 
the Canucks over successive seasons. The 20-year-old Russian, picked 
10th overall in the 2019 draft by former Vancouver general manager Jim 
Benning, has four goals and nine points in the last 10 games. 

Before Boudreau healthy-scratched him Jan. 31 in Chicago, Podkolzin 
had seven goals and 10 points in 42 games. He nearly won Thursday’s 
game but fired off the outside of the post with about a minute left in 
regulation. 

“It's been hard work for me,” Podkolzin, speaking enthusiastically in 
English, said after Thursday’s morning skate in his first media availability 
since training camp. “It's been so many new things, like another system. 
But right now, it's really better. 

“I think I took time to adapt. First part (of the season) was something new 
for me, something new like a player, like a person. I didn't know nothing. 
Second part, I get a little confidence and I felt really better. I remember. . 
. when I meet Bruce, he told me like: 'You're a good player, you can play 
in NHL, you're going to be a good player in this league.’ These words, 
like, really helped me and I got a little confidence.” 

Importantly, Podkolzin seems to fully embrace the challenge of adapting 
to a new league and culture, which were hardships too great to endure 
for a couple of earlier Russian players who came to the Canucks and 
then abandoned their NHL dreams for the comfort of home. 

“I'm still learning, like, every day about English, about hockey, as a 
player, as a person, too,” he said. “It's really good I headed over here. 

“I'm really happy to be in Vancouver, to be in NHL. I think I could (play) 
better for the team, but I think I've got hard work in summer and be ready 
and be better for next season. I'm really happy to be here. I have great 
coach, great teammates, great organization.” 

And all of them better next year, they hope. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Jeff Petry redeeming confidence as lost 
season winds down 

Jeff Petry scored twice, including the game-winning snipe with just over 
30 seconds remaining, and the Montreal Canadiens defeated the New 
York Rangers 4-3. 
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Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 28, 2022, 12:06 AM 

 

NEW YORK— What a fascinating development it was to see the player 
fans have been derisively referring to as the “Tank Commander” score 
two goals, including one in the final 31 seconds of play, to temporarily 
keep the Canadiens from clinching the best odds at the first overall pick 
in the 2022 NHL Draft in their 81st game of the season. 

Jeff Petry had been the subject of their ire all season, and even in 
performing his best, he was unlikely to change that. 

But hey, in spite of a 4-3 win over the Rangers—if you want to call this 
version of them that, with Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad, 
Ryan Lindgren, Adam Fox, Jacob Trouba, Andrew Copp and Igor 
Shesterkin all missing from the lineup—at Madison Square Garden, the 
Canadiens remained in last place once Wednesday night’s slate of 
games wrapped. The Arizona Coyotes later locked them into that spot 
with a come-from-behind 4-3 overtime win over the Dallas Stars, so fans 
can lay off Petry for a minute. 

He deserves some support from a group that lobbied vehemently for him 
to be a Norris Trophy finalist just last season. 

Things turned at the start of this one, with Petry not stumbling out of the 
gate so much as falling hard on his face out of it. His performance was 
an unmitigated disaster—following three consecutive seasons up of 40-
plus points, including 42 in 55 games last season—with just six points 
through his first 38 games. 

Petry’s lack of offence was troubling, but not nearly as concerning as his 
propensity to make the kind of colossal errors not seen from him since 
his first seasons with the Edmonton Oilers. 

The reaction from Canadiens fans to all of that was just as harsh as it 
was from Oilers fans back then, and it only grew harsher when it became 
public Petry had requested a trade out of town. 

The 34-year-old tried to ignore the noise, but it a certain point it became 
deafening and compounded his struggles. 

“It’s not like I’m showing up to the rink every day and wanting to play the 
way I was,” Petry said after Wednesday’s win. “I was trying to get through 
that and trying to find my game, and to hear some of the things is tough. 

“But for me it was just trying to continue every day to show up. Like I 
said, it wasn’t my goal at all this year was to show up and play the way I 
did at the start of the year. So, for me it was just kinda pushing through 
and trying to find that game that I had the previous three years.” 

It started to kick in after Martin St. Louis took over as coach in February, 
but it wasn’t long before Petry tweaked a back injury suffered earlier in 
the season. 

It knocked him out of action for two weeks. 

He returned on April 9, in Toronto, and has since collected 10 points in 
his last 10 games. The two goals he scored against New York were his 
25th and 26th points—registered in the 67th game of his season—and 
they left Canadiens coach Martin St. Louis signing his praises afterwards. 

“I guess it’s been a marathon, so to speak,” St. Louis started. “Every 
season feels like it, but I think he’s sprinting to the finish line after a long 
race and I like that. He’s not just coasting through it. I think he’s putting 
himself in a better mental situation with his season. I think that can carry 
through to the summer and whatnot, so I’m really happy for him.” 

That’s what all the Canadiens have been playing for down the stretch, 
even with the losses piling up and careening them towards securing their 
best chance to choose first overall in the draft for the first time since 
1980. 

It’s been a successful process for many of their players—most of them 
younger, like Nick Suzuki, who scored his 60th point of the season on 
Mike Hoffman’s third-period goal to put Montreal ahead 3-2 with 7:52 
remaining—and one that will impact the team’s short- and long-term 
future. 

In Petry’s case, he’s making it easier for the Canadiens to move him in 
the off-season despite his contract still owing him $6.25 million over each 
of the next three years. 

He’s also redeeming his self-confidence, which was severely damaged 
and appeared to be shattered before this turnaround. 

“I don’t know the exact specific time (when things turned), but it’s 
definitely been a long time coming and I’m glad that I’ve kinda found it 
and was able to finish the year after a tough start,” Petry said. “Just to 
find that and kind of build off of that to know coming into next year what I 
need to do.” 

Scouts have noticed. 

One we spoke with at Wednesday’s game said, “He looks like the same 
player who was really important for the Canadiens over the last number 
of years.” 

Another we touched base with after Petry played steadily in losses to the 
Ottawa Senators and Boston Bruins over the weekend said, “He actually 
stood out to me in both games.” 

“His game’s not perfect, but I don’t think it ever was,” that scout 
continued. “Just seems more confident, sure of himself. Not overthinking, 
just playing. 

“You can see it on the breakouts and the skating. And look at how much 
more engaged he is in the offence. And you’re not noticing him for the 
wrong reasons right now.” 

St. Louis remarked the same thing after Wednesday’s game. 

“I find he’s been giving us some very good hockey lately, and one thing 
that’s blatantly obvious to me is he’s more involved offensively and he’s 
skating more,” the coach said. “You can see he’s got the talent when he’s 
got space and that he can skate, has a good shot and has a good 
offensive side. I’m happy with what I’ve seen from him.” 

Canadiens fans might be harder to win over, and Petry knows that. 

At least he’s done his part to rewrite some of what could be his final 
chapter with this team. 

“I mean, for myself personally, no matter what the situation is moving 
forward, for me as an athlete, I wanted to bring my best every night and 
to find that again,” Petry said. “And there was a lot of things that I was 
trying—different approaches—and just trying to battle every day to try to 
find that game and have that game consistently. Like I said, I’m feeling a 
lot better about my game.” 

It's good to see him in command of it. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets' Schmidt finds little consolation in 'there's always next 
year' 

Why it's important Jets recognize they've underachieved this season 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

April 28, 2022, 10:20 AM 
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WINNIPEG — Brenden Dillon got his first and only taste of the Stanley 
Cup final in 2016 as a member of the San Jose Sharks, finishing with 14 
of the 16 victories required to get your name etched on the silver chalice. 

Nate Schmidt made it within three wins in 2018 as a member of the 
inaugural Vegas Golden Knights team that ultimately came up short 
against his former squad, the Washington Capitals. 

Both veteran defencemen have combined to be part of four trades since 
that time, so they’ve been around teams that built their way up for a run 
and have been through more than a fair share of disappointment since, 
and are now left trying to pick up the pieces after this lost season for the 
Winnipeg Jets. 

Being involved in a string of garbage-time games to close out the regular 
season wasn’t what either Schmidt or Dillon envisioned when they were 
acquired on consecutive days from the Vancouver Canucks and 
Washington Capitals to help bolster the Jets’ defence corps this past 
summer. 

The topic of this disappointment has been a common one during those 
regular drives to the rink together and the contests of those passionate 
discussions would have the makings for an entertaining podcast, but 
neither player really held back in this more public display at the podium. 

“It’s something that we have, ad nauseam, tried to figure out what we can 
do, what we can as a group. For me personally. I’ve been doing it, and 
it’s going to continue after the year is over,” said Schmidt. “I hate to say 
when you turn 30, but you start thinking about, in this game, when you’re 
teeing off on the back nine, you realize that you don’t want to waste 
anything. 

" 'There’s always next year' works when you’re younger. When you’re 
older, it’s harder, because you only have so many years," said Schmidt. 
"You start to see that there’s a time where there’s a definitive end to this 
game. So it’s hard to see another year go. It sucks. The ‘always next 
year’ approach works for young guys and teams, but it’s hard when you 
want to be there right now. It’s the most fun time of the year.” 

Except when the Stanley Cup playoffs become a spectator sport. 

That’s when staring out at a four-month offseason can feel like an 
eternity. 

Yes, there is ample time to put in extra work to get better. 

But there’s also a lot of time to have to wait patiently for some or 
anxiously for others to see what direction the Jets are going to go. 

What will happen behind the bench with interim head coach Dave Lowry 
and his staff? 

Could there be core pieces on the move in another foundational trade 
like the one that brought centre Pierre-Luc Dubois into the fold? 

What does the next contract look like for Dubois, a pending restricted 
free agent, and how long is he willing to commit once his camp and the 
Jets find a number that is palatable, given the mostly flat-cap landscape. 

What’s going to happen on the blue line, where Dylan Samberg looks like 
a guy that’s not only ready for full-time work but appears to be a guy who 
is going to be able to avoid being sheltered and should hold a role with 
the penalty killers? 

There are other prospects on the back end who are either pushing for 
spots immediately or on the verge of knocking on the door, starting with 
but certainly not limited to Ville Heinola. 

There’s not room for all of those guys in the lineup, so that means some 
moves figure to be on the horizon. 

What those look like and who is going to be involved remains to be seen. 

“This isn’t even close to where we thought we’d be,” said Dillon. “And 
that's not to say it means to trade 10 guys or doesn't mean that we need 
… again, a lot of those decisions are above my pay grade. But for myself 

and kind of being on the ground here with the guys every day, and just 
seeing how the year has kind of played out, for everybody going home 
this summer, it can't just be expecting to come back and having my spot 
or 'this is my ice time.' 

“Whatever that role is, we've all got to at least take that and say 'I want to 
get better this summer, I want to come back and help the Winnipeg Jets 
get better,' because this year really was a … it does feel like a waste of a 
year when you think about what could have been.” 

What could have been is something that could haunt the Jets for quite 
some time or it could provide the fuel and motivation required to enact 
impactful change. 

“We came in here with a belief that we knew we were going to be a 
playoff team. That’s how we came into training camp,” said Jets forward 
Nikolaj Ehlers, who scored his 28th goal and set up another in 
Wednesday’s 4-0 victory over the Philadelphia Flyers. “It was a matter of 
having the right mentality, playing the right way, and doing all the small 
things right. I think when you look back now, in this league you have to 
be a little more humble than that. 

“We didn’t play enough good games, obviously, or else we wouldn’t be 
sitting here right now. That’s on us, that’s on no one else. 

"There are really no excuses for us to be in the situation we’re in right 
now," said Ehlers. "You look at our team, we have a great team. We 
have a lot of skill, we have young guys, we have older guys. We have, on 
paper, what it takes to be a playoff team. But a lot of teams that aren’t in 
the playoffs right now have that.” 

With two games remaining in the regular season, including Friday’s 
showdown with the Calgary Flames (who will enter the playoffs as the 
second seed in the Western Conference), the Jets are inching toward the 
finish line, but the real work is just beginning. 

By posting consecutive victories, the Jets improved to 37-32-11 overall, 
and while it’s far too late to change the outcome of this lost season, the 
individual accolades offer some consolation. 

On Wednesday, there was backup goalie Eric Comrie turning in another 
stellar performance, making 35 saves for his first NHL shutout, improving 
to 9-5-1 while lowering his goals-against average to 2.55 and raising his 
save percentage to .921. 

There was Dubois notching his career-high 28th goal and there was Kyle 
Connor, moving past captain Blake Wheeler for the highest single-
season of production since the Jets relocated in 2011, reaching 46 goals 
and 92 points in 77 games after a three-point effort. 

“You guys know me by now, it's not like I'm popping Champagne 
because I hit a certain amount of goals or something,” said Connor. “You 
expect it of yourself. You put in all the hard work and so when the results 
come, you're ready for it, you're ready for this stage.” 

When teams and individuals can adopt the act-like-you’ve-been-there-
before mentality Connor is describing, that’s when strides can be taken to 
help bridge the gap between where the Jets got this season and 
ultimately where they want to get to. 

“For us, as players, it was an underachieving year for our organization, 
the players, everybody,” said Schmidt. “I don’t think anybody can look at 
it and say this is where we wanted to be, in any part of our organization.” 
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TSN.CA / 'Tough' to give up shot at 100 points, but Marner focused on 
feeling 100 per cent 

 

Mark Masters 
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Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner and Jack Campbell will not play in 
Friday's regular-season finale against the Boston Bruins.  

"I get feedback from our medical team," said coach Sheldon Keefe of the 
decision. "But the most important thing is to have a conversation with the 
players, give them my perspective and get their perspective and see how 
they're feeling. [It's] not so much how they're feeling about the upcoming 
game, but how they're feeling about their game and if they need to play 
one more in order to get ready." 

    Matthews and Marner looking playoff ready 
pic.twitter.com/nYZCHSqW2N 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) April 28, 2022 

Toronto is locked into the No. 2 seed in the Atlantic Division and will host 
Game 1 of their playoff series against either the Tampa Bay Lightning or 
Bruins on Monday night.  

Matthews reached the 60-goal milestone in Tuesday's win and owns a 
five-goal lead on Edmonton's Leon Draisaitl in the Rocket Richard Trophy 
race. The Oilers have two games remaining.  

Matthews recently missed three games with an undisclosed injury.  

"He's missed some time already and we continue to monitor and manage 
that," Keefe said. "In Mitch's case, he's played a lot of hockey for us and 
nobody's at 100 per cent at this point of the season so, with that being 
the case, he can definitely benefit from a night off." 

Marner will finish with 97 points. Only three Leafs – Darryl Sittler, Doug 
Gilmour and Matthews – have recorded 100 points in a season. Marner 
had hoped to become the first winger to join that exclusive club.     

"It's definitely tough," Marner admitted, "but, at the same time, I want to 
just make sure I'm ready to go ... Talking with our team here, we got a 
pretty good awareness of how this year's been and how it's, obviously, 
hard on everyone's body. We all discussed that and we thought it was a 
good idea to rest and make sure we do the right stuff before the real 
thing starts." 

Campbell will dress as the backup goalie on Friday when Erik Kallgren 
gets the start.  

"We still have a salary-cap situation that we have to abide by," Keefe 
pointed out, "so you can only make so many moves and so many 
decisions." 

Per Keefe, centre John Tavares missed practice for "maintenance" and 
his status for Friday's game is still to be determined. The team's captain 
sat out Sunday's game in Washington for load management. 

Tavares scored his 27th goal of the season on Tuesday thanks to a 
beautiful pass from William Nylander. That duo was reunited on a line 
during the game and will likely start together in the playoffs.  

"If John was here at practice those guys would've been together," Keefe 
confirmed. "We're looking that way now." 

Nylander was moved to the third line in late March. Keefe believes the 
time apart helped energize the duo.  

"I don't know how many minutes they've played together since they've 
been apart, but they've played, really, parts of every game, at some 
point, together and not just power play," Keefe noted. "So, they haven't 
been too apart in that sense." 

    Will Ny the passing guy   pic.twitter.com/k6kBOYJMij 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) April 27, 2022 

Top-line winger Michael Bunting, who left Saturday's game in Florida with 
a suspected lower-body injury, skated again on Thursday. He was on the 
ice for about an hour ahead of the main workout. Keefe is encouraged by 
the progress.   

"It's been very positive," the coach said. "He's gotten his work in. He 
stayed on for a little extra today. I don't have any official word about what 
his plan might be or anything like that, but we're happy that he's 
remained on the ice and the sessions have been positive." 

With Bunting out, Alex Kerfoot filled in beside Matthews and Marner on 
Tuesday. 

"You try not to change your game too much," Kerfoot said with a smile, 
"but there's a little bit of a natural tendency to get them the puck a little bit 
more. What the third guy on the line is trying to do, and what Bunts has 
done a really good job of this year, is get them the puck in good spaces 
and let them make plays." 

"He did a good job in that spot the other night," Keefe said. "There are 
some similarities between Bunting and Kerfoot and he's able to fill in 
some of those spots for that line. When we do that it does take away 
from other lines and that's part of how I felt the other night. When Kerfoot 
wasn't in that mix in the middle six, I felt it was an issue for us. So, that's 
why I felt the need to move Willy up there with John and have a different 
look that way." 

Kerfoot produced a career-high 51 points this season while playing all 81 
games. He has spent time on all four forward lines.    

"Kerf is an important player for us and one that a lot of players want to 
play with," Keefe revealed. "We have to be mindful of that. We have to 
use him appropriately. Of course, we need Matthews and Marner and 
that line rolling, but we also need to make sure we have some depth 
underneath it." 

Why do teammates want to play with Kerfoot?   

"He's so consistent, reliable and versatile in how he plays," Keefe said. 
"He forechecks. He wins the puck back. He can make a play. He's 
defensively responsible and very aware of what's happening in the game. 
And, he's just a good guy, too. That's part of it. He's a guy that everybody 
likes to be around. So, for all those reasons, he's a guy that everybody 
wants to play with and that's part of why you see him move around." 

Kerfoot remained on the top line at Thursday's practice.  

"I went to Auston and Mitch about the possibility of Kerfoot filling in there 
and it was, 'Absolutely, let's go,'" said Keefe. "That's a lot of what I get 
throughout the lineup." 

After Tavares and Nick Foligno got hurt in the playoffs last year, Kerfoot 
shifted to centre on the second line between Alex Galchenyuk and 
Nylander and produced some of his best hockey. He finished second on 
the team with six points in the seven games.  

"I feel comfortable in the playoffs," the Harvard product said. "I played a 
lot last year in the playoffs so if you're into the game, you're playing 
more, you feel like you can make a bit of a difference and maybe that's 
why I got my game going a little bit more and felt more comfortable." 

Toronto's first-round opponent may be confirmed on Thursday.  

"It's never easy when you're at this point of the season and you know 
you'll be starting on Monday night and you don't quite know [who you're 
playing]," Keefe said. "We're looking at a high probability that it's going to 
be Tampa, but Boston's right there." 

Will Marner be scouting the Bruins and Bolts?  

"I'm going to go support our Raps, to be honest," the 24-year-old said. "I'll 
be supporting those guys out there tonight. It's a big game for them. I'll 
see what the scores are later." 

The Toronto Raptors will host Game 6 of their series with the 
Philadelphia 76ers on Thursday night. Toronto is aiming to become the 
fourth NBA team to force a Game 7 after losing the first three.  

"It's been great to watch," Marner said. "The compete in them. The fight 
in them. The no quit. Regardless of who's in or out of their lineup, how 
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guys have come in and taken on bigger roles, it's been impressive. As a 
fan it's been fun to watch and as a Toronto guy it's even better." 

The Leafs are hoping mental toughness will be a strength of theirs in the 
playoffs. It wasn't last year as they blew a 3-1 series lead against the 
underdog Canadiens.  

Additional experience and a strong regular season should help in that 
regard. So will Greg Harden. The life coach, motivational speaker and 
executive consultant was added as a peak performance coach.  

"When you call him, you can talk to him about anything," said Marner. 
"It's been a lot of relief. Everyone's got that kind of [idea], athletes in 
general, that we can handle anything by ourselves and it's not true. 
There's a lot of mental stuff that goes on behind the shades there that 
some people really hide. For us athletes, it's nothing to be embarrassed 
about or hide. You want to talk about some stuff and it's been great to 
have Greg, for that reason, around." 

    Believe with all your heart that you are an amazing human being. 

    Believe without question or pause that your story is still being written. 

    Believe in yourself and adapt and grow into the present and stay 
focused on the dream. 

    — Greg Harden (@RealGregHarden) February 27, 2022 

Campbell credits Harden for helping get his season back on track. The 
goalie is undefeated in regulation (7-0-2) since returning from a rib injury 
on April 2.   

"He just really gets you to want to be the best version of yourself," 
Campbell said with a smile. "Sorry, that's all I can give away." 

Harden started working at the University of Michigan in 1986 as a 
student-athlete counsellor. He previously mentored star athletes like Tom 
Brady, Desmond Howard, Jalen Rose and Michael Phelps.  

With a busy schedule of late with lots of travel, Thursday actually marked 
Toronto's first full practice since April 15. What was the focus of the 55-
minute workout?  

"It was just a lot of little details offensively that we wanted to hit and make 
sure those were in place," said Keefe. "Get the reps, get some flow and 
get the guys moving cohesively. Some of that starts to slip when you're 
just playing games and, especially as you get tired and fatigued, you start 
to lose those details. You try to affirm them through video and stuff, but 
getting the reps in practice is important so that was a priority today." 

The Leafs will hold one more practice on Sunday before the playoffs 
open.  

Ondrej Kase took part in his first practice since suffering a concussion on 
March 19. The winger skated as a placeholder for Tavares on the second 
line, but was wearing a red no-contact sweater. There is no timeline for 
his return.  

Lines at Thursday's practice:  

F 

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Nylander - Kase  

Engavll - Kampf - Blackwell   

Clifford - Spezza - Simmonds  

Abruzzese 

D 

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Sandin - Holl  

G 

Campbell  

Kallgren  

Power-play units at Thursday's practice:  

PP1 

QB: Rielly  

Flanks: Matthews, Marner  

Middle: Nylander 

Net front: Kerfoot  

PP2 

QB: Giordano  

Flanks: Spezza, Liljegren 

Middle: Mikheyev  

Net front: Engvall 
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TSN.CA / It’s time for the NHL to embrace 10 minutes of overtime 

 

Travis Yost 

 

If the National Hockey League’s offensive renaissance is here to stay, 
the league should leverage the shift to improve the structure of the 
regular season. And by improve the structure of the regular season, I 
mean effectively eliminating the shootout. 

The NHL adopted the shootout after the 2004-05 lockout, envisioning the 
skills competition as a way to conclude deadlocked regular-season 
games. 

In many ways, the shootout made sense. In a collectively bargained 
league, asking players to play marathon games in the middle of 
November was not viable, to say nothing of the obvious injury and fatigue 
concerns. And for a league reticent to accept ties as part of its standings, 
games needed some degree of resolution. 

Setting aside the league’s disinterest in ties (or, for that matter, 
overhauling the current points system), there has been increasing debate 
over what to do with the shootout itself. It does end games. But the spirit 
of the shootout seems such a far cry from what we understand 
competitive, team-level hockey to be about. And with very compressed 
standings due to the current scoring system, these skills competitions 
matter. 

We have seen shootout performance decide the fate of teams on the 
proverbial playoff bubble. It also can have a sizable impact on seeding. 
Look at this year’s playoff races. The Pittsburgh Penguins are at risk of 
falling into a dreaded wild-card spot and, instead of playing the 106-point 
New York Rangers, are staring down the barrel of a 120-point Florida 
Panthers team. Why? In part, because they have taken just six of a 
possible 20 points from the shootout (3-7) this year. 

To the extent the league really wants to reduce the effect shootouts are 
having – and I should note here that more than 200 games will be 
decided by shootout this season – there is at least one relatively 
straightforward option: leverage the offensive explosions we are seeing 
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around the league to expand the length of 3-on-3 overtime and reduce 
the likelihood of needing a shootout to resolve a game’s outcome. 

How would the league do it? The NHL’s 3-on-3 overtime is currently five 
minutes in length. Add five minutes to the clock, and you effectively 
eliminate the shootout: 

The league currently sees about 75 per cent of games expire in 
regulation, with another 17 per cent of those games resolved in overtime. 
That means about 8 per cent of games require a shootout. 

But because scoring in the 3-on-3 overtime rate is so elevated, adding 
just five more minutes would yield significant returns for the league. In 
this scenario, just 2.8 per cent of games would require a shootout. Or 
said differently: just two or three shootouts a season for your favourite 
team. 

It’s a straightforward tweak, but one I think the league should consider, 
especially if the current points system is here to stay. The NHL standings 
are always compressed, and it can take an awfully long time for playoff 
teams to differentiate themselves from non-playoff teams. 

To that end, marginalizing the frequency and effect the shootout is 
having on the standings should be near the top of the list for the 
NHL/NHLPA Competition Committee. 
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TSN.CA / MacLeod excited for next coaching challenge 

 

Meaghen Johnson 

 

Carla MacLeod wasn’t looking for another coaching job. She had just 
joined the University of Calgary the previous year as head coach of the 
women’s hockey team. 

But when an opportunity arose to lead Czechia’s national women’s team, 
MacLeod couldn’t turn down a chance to further her passion. 

“I'm a natural coach,” she told TSN. “I love having a front-row seat to 
helping somebody achieve their goal. I love playing a small part in 
helping a group understand the power and the dynamic of a group to 
achieving a collective goal.” 

Last week, the former blueliner for Canada’s national team was named 
as the new head coach of the Czechia women’s team and will lead the 
squad in this summer’s 2022 IIHF Women’s World Championship in 
Denmark. 

MacLeod, who retired in 2010, returns to the international game after 
being part of the coaching staff for the Japanese women’s team from 
2012 to 2014. As a player for Canada, the Calgary native won Olympic 
gold in 2006 and 2010 and competed at four world championships, taking 
home gold in 2007 and MVP honours in 2009. 

“There's always a draw to the international game,” she said. “I think just 
because so much of my life as an athlete was connected to that, and I 
know what it can be, and I know what the experience can be… This one, 
the timing just felt right. And maybe, more importantly, the fit felt right.” 

MacLeod, 39, takes over behind the Czech bench for Tomas Pacina, 
who stepped down unexpectedly after the Beijing Olympics due to health 
reasons. Tereza Sadilová, manager of the Czech women’s team, had to 
quickly begin the search for a new head coach with the world 
championship months away. 

“I told the staff this week – if it feels like family, we’re doing it right. And 
Carla can really make it like a family,” Sadilová told TSN. “She also adds 
that swag a little bit. It's a bit different, but it's really fun to be around.” 

Sadilová got to know MacLeod at last year’s world championship in 
Calgary and watched her work as an analyst for TSN, where she was 
struck by MacLeod’s depth of hockey knowledge. Sadilová said she went 
with her gut and decided to give MacLeod a call. 

“By the end of it, I had to give her an offer because it was exceptional,” 
she said. 

MacLeod had to take time to process the offer, and to also have 
conversations with the University of Calgary to see if she could commit to 
both programs. The Dinos finished with a 7-13-0 record in their first 
season under MacLeod. 

“I didn't want to not be able to give 100 per cent to both teams because 
both deserve that,” she said. 

After discussions with the two sides, MacLeod said there didn’t end up 
being much overlap between commitments to the Dinos and to the Czech 
team. She is prepared for a busy schedule for the next year, but the extra 
workload doesn’t faze her. 

“When you're passionate about what you do, you find ways to make it 
work,” she said. “Any chance to get to work with a national team is an 
absolute privilege. That's how I viewed it and continue to view it.” 

MacLeod, who also previously coached at Mount Royal University in 
Calgary, will lead the Czechs for at least the next season. She also 
becomes the first female head coach in the program’s history. 

“I think this is a game changer for not only Czech hockey but also Czech 
culture too,” Sadilová said. “I want to show Czech people that women do 
belong in hockey and can take on big positions like that.” 

“It's not lost on me. I recognize how important that is and how important it 
is that I do a good job,” MacLeod said. “It's not every day you get a 
chance to work with a national team, never mind be a head coach of one, 
and never mind be the first.” 

Macleod also points to the changing landscape of women’s hockey in 
Czechia, especially after the team played in its first-ever Olympic games 
this past February in Beijing. Earlier this week, during her first virtual 
meeting with the team, she asked the players to talk about their biggest 
accomplishments. 

“They said they're proud of the impact they've been able to have on the 
game in Czechia,” she said. “They know that young girls will now play the 
game because they got to the Olympics. How does that not make you 
smile?” 

MacLeod, who played for the University of Wisconsin and Calgary Oval 
X-Treme in the Western Women’s Hockey League, has taken on different 
roles with Hockey Canada and Hockey Alberta over the years, but her 
time as an assistant with the Japanese women’s team may be the most 
pertinent experience for her new role. She helped Japan qualify for the 
2014 Sochi Games, the team’s first Olympics since 1998. 

But MacLeod points to the intangibles as among her biggest takeaways 
during her time with Japan. 

“When I played, I was a little bit arrogant to the rest of the world and how 
they were trying to close the gap,” she said. “When I got to Japan, I 
realized they work just as hard – if not harder – than we were working. 
So, I think my level of respect is higher because of my time in Japan.” 

MacLeod said that respect extends to the Czechs, who put in an 
impressive performance at their inaugural Olympics. The seventh-ranked 
team in the world was tied 1-1 in its quarter-final game against the U.S. 
going into the third period (the Americans would go on to win 4-1). 

“I think their foundation is incredibly strong, and now it's finding those 
nuances within it to help them make that next step,” she said. “I'm not 
going in and going to bulldoze what they've got.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 29, 2022 

 

Czechia also proved to be a challenge for Finland in their quarter-final at 
last year’s world championship, with the Finns narrowly escaping with a 
1-0 win en route to claiming bronze. 

“She knows we’re super close. It would only take one extra step for us to 
get to that next level,” Sadilová said. 

While MacLeod highlights these successes, she also says the team can 
fall victim to playing down to an opponent’s level, such as when the 
Czechs lost 3-2 to Denmark in the group stage of the Olympics. 

“They’ve had great games… But the other side of it is they've dropped 
games that maybe, deep down, they shouldn't be losing,” MacLeod said. 
“So, finding that consistency in our game is probably going to be one of 
the biggest pieces in helping us go to that next level.” 

The road to finding that consistency is a short path for MacLeod, who 
won’t have her first camp with the team until July, just a month before this 
year’s world championship in Denmark. 

“I think we're a little bit of the underdog. But that's not a bad spot to be, 
as long as we recognize that’s who we are and we're going to work 
together to get to that next level,” she said. 

“Being brand new with the group, I can't overemphasize just how 
important it's going to be to forge a rapport with each of those players 
and make sure that there's a trust that's established. That's going to be 
the number one objective – trust and respect going both ways.” 

Despite a shortened preparation period, MacLeod is excited for the 
opportunity that lies ahead. 

“At the end of the day, why I coach is because I might, with any good 
fortune, have the luck to positively impact somebody and their 
experience within our game and their experience in their lives,” she said.  
“I'm not coming in thinking I know all the answers. But fortunately, I've 
been in in the coaching world for a while now and have an inkling as to 
what can help a group have success.” 
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