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Hurricanes will face Bruins in NHL’s Stanley Cup Playoffs. Here’s a scouting report 

By Justin Pelletier 

“Original 6 market” vs. “Original 26 market.” 

“Blue blood” vs. “New blood.” 

Brad Marchand’s “Lamborghini” vs. Vincent Trocheck’s 
“Prius.” 

Pick a storyline — and there are plenty — for this first-round 
Stanley Cup Playoff matchup, and you’ll just be scratching 
the surface. 

After staying in the race for the Atlantic Division’s third seed 
up to the final game of the regular season, the Bruins made it 
official Friday night in Toronto. With the team’s top six 
scorers all resting, the Bruins fell to the Maple Leafs, 5-2, 
remaining in the top wild card position in the Eastern 
Conference and drawing a first-round Stanley Cup playoff 
date with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes’ faithful are particularly pumped about one 
particular statistical anomaly from this season, however: In 
three games between the Hurricanes and Boston Bruins this 
season, Carolina won all three, outscoring the B’s 16-1. 

But beware: The Bruins team the Hurricanes will see 
beginning Monday night at PNC Arena in Raleigh is far 
different than that which they last saw on February 10. Two 
months is a long time in hockey team development, and both 
teams are playing very differently. 

For one, the Bruins and Canes were both active at the trade 
deadline. Boston added stalwart defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm to its blue line, while Carolina added depth forward 
Max Domi. Neither player has faced the other team this 
season with their current teammates. 

The teams are also facing a similar situation between the 
pipes, due to an unfortunate late-season injury to the Canes’ 
Frederik Andersen. 

Boston has its goalie of the future, Jeremy Swayman, 
alongside a seven-season NHL veteran with no playoff 
experience in Linus Ullmark, signed initially to back up 
Tuukka Rask upon his return. Rask returned from injury for 
four games before retiring, leaving the Swayman-Ullmark 
duo to shoulder the load. 

Carolina has one of its goalies of the future, Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who was forced into service late in the season 
after a pair of injuries, and nine-season NHL veteran Antti 
Raanta, who has seen limited playoff action while playing for 
four different teams. 

And then there’s this little nugget: The Hurricanes and Bruins 
are facing off this week for the fifth time in the playoffs. If that 
seems high, it should. The Hurricanes are beginning their 
ninth postseason run since relocating to North Carolina from 
Hartford, Connecticut, in 1997, and fourth in the past four 
years. 

This is the fifth time in those nine playoff appearances the 
Canes will have to go through Boston, and only once — in 
May 2009 — has that ended well for Carolina. Most recently, 
the Bruins ousted the Canes in the first round in 2020. In 
2019, the Canes fell to the Bruins in the conference final, and 
20 years before that, in the Canes’ second season in North 
Carolina, they fell to Boston in the first round. 

The lone Carolina win over Boston in the playoffs came in 
2009, in the conference semifinal round. The Canes went on 
to lose to Pittsburgh in a sweep in the conference final, 
kicking off a nine-year playoff drought. 

But that’s all ancient history, right? What about this year? 
Here’s how Boston stacks up: 

The Forwards 

Dubbed “The Perfection Line” some years back, the trio of 
Marchand, David Pastrnak and Patrice Bergeron has been 
rock solid for the Bruins in the past. But this year, they’ve 
done something a bit differently, and it seems to be working 
well. Last season’s addition of Taylor Hall, and his 
subsequent offseason signing, along with the acquisition of 
former Hurricanes center and last year’s playoff enemy Eric 
Haula, has allowed the Bruins to spread the wealth a bit up 
front. 

Most recently, the Bruins have been running Bergeron at 
center between wingers Marchand and Jake DeBrusk. 
DeBrusk was vocal in wanting a trade earlier this season, but 
the Bruins never moved him at the deadline, and he’s been 
an offensive spark with the top trio. 

Pastrnak, meanwhile, is playing alongside Haula and Hall on 
a “1B” line, and the team’s depth of scoring has improved. 
The Czech winger was still better than a point per game this 
year, eclipsed on his team only by Marchand. Hall also 
approached the 60-point mark. 

The Bruins “second six” has seen a handful of players rotate 
through this season, with the one constant being centerman 
Charlie Coyle. Craig Smith, Trent Frederic, Tomas Nosek, 
Curtis Lazar and Nick Foligno have seen the most games at 
forward for the Bruins beyond the core seven, with young 
Marc McLaughlin showing late-season promise. Anton Blidh 
and Oskar Steen could also see action for the B’s. 

The Defense 

The Bruins’ defense hinges largely on the play of one of the 
best young defenders in the game, Charlie McAvoy. The 
slick defenseman with a strong two-way game led his team 
in points by a defenseman by more than 30 points, and is as 
solid as they come both on the power play and on the 
penalty kill. 

Matt Grzelcyk is a good offensive complement to McAvoy, 
and Lindholm is a minutes-eating, shutdown defender. Mike 
Reilly, Derek Forbort and Brandon Carlo round out the rest of 
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the Bruins’ regular defensive unit. Connor Clifton brings an 
up-tempo change of pace to the lineup, and the B’s have 
rolled with him quite a bit this season, as well. 

The Goalies 

If you’d asked the Bruins back in October what their 
goaltending tandem would be in the playoffs, not many would 
have said, “Jeremy Swayman and Linus Ullmark.” 

Swayman jumped right into the fray last season after playing 
three years at the University of Maine, appearing in 10 
regular-season games and one playoff game. He was 
originally going to spend most of this season in Providence 
with the Bruins’ AHL affiliate, but he played his way onto the 
roster, and performed well above expectations. This season, 
Swayman finished with a 2.37 GAA and .915 save 
percentage. 

Last offseason, the Bruins signed Ullmark to a two-year deal, 
and he was supposed to be a solid veteran backup for the 
now-departed Rask. Instead, he became a part of a perfectly 
split tandem. His 2.45 GAA and .917 save percentage 
complemented Swayman well. 

The tandem has done well, allowing 191 goals in 77 
combined starts through Wednesday, a 2.46 cumulative GAA 
and a .915 combined save percentage. 

Much like the Canes’ keepers — minus Andersen, for the 
moment — the Bruins’ goalies are short on meaningful 
playoff experience. 

Special Teams 

There’s no logical explanation for it, really, but the Boston 
Bruins power play has been horrendous to close out the 
regular season. 

A team with Marchand, Pastrnak, Bergeron, Hall and 
McAvoy ought to be able to score power play goals in its 
sleep. But the team ended the season on a pretty nasty 
power play skid (they scored a few in the final two games, 
though were nearing 0-for-50 prior to that), which means one 
of two things: 1) They’re due; or 2) They’re in disarray. The 
answer is likely more the former than the latter, which means 
the Canes’ top penalty unit cannot afford to sleep on a top 
unit with so much firepower. 

Where the Canes and Bruins are really similar is in the 
amount of time each team spends in the penalty box per 
game relative to their opponents. The Canes are second-to-
last in the NHL with a -.57 net penalties per game. The 
Bruins are right there with them in third-to-last with a -.36. 
Each team has an average penalty minutes-per-game 
average just shy of 10. The difference overall is how well the 
teams kill those penalties off, with the Canes leading the 
NHL at 88 percent to the Bruins’ 81.3 percent. 

Coaching 

The Bruins’ coaching staff has guided this team to the 
playoffs for the sixth consecutive season, which is as long as 
Bruce Cassidy has been the head coach. He took over for 
the fired Claude Julien in the middle of the 2016-17 season, 
and led a furious regular-season charge to make the playoffs 
that season, where they lost in the first round. Since then, 
the Bruins have won at least one playoff round in four 
consecutive postseasons, reaching the Stanley Cup Final in 
2019. 

Following the 2021-22 regular season, Cassidy is sitting at 
399 regular-season games coached with the Bruins. 
Monday’s playoff opener will be his 67th postseason contest. 
He is 33-33 with the Bruins and 35-37 all-time in the playoffs.
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Hurricanes learned hard lessons from playoff elimination. Then, their plan came together 

By Luke DeCock 

The postmortem after the Carolina Hurricanes’ elimination at 
the hands of the Tampa Bay Lightning some 10½ months 
ago was stark and unsparing. The Hurricanes were tested 
and found wanting on several fronts. Their inadequacies 
were all too exposed, the gap between themselves and the 
NHL elite all too apparent. 

There were times, even, during the first-round series against 
the Nashville Predators that the Hurricanes looked like they 
were on the verge of coming undone. Jaccob Slavin’s injury 
— not that he’s ever replaceable — exposed a near-fatal 
lack of defensive depth. Fans cheered Alex Nedeljkovic in 
goal, but players and coaches clenched their teeth at times, 
especially the completely unacceptable game-winner in 
Game 1 of the Tampa series that left the Hurricanes playing 
from behind. 

Over the next three months, the Hurricanes underwent 
significant, and sometimes unpopular, changes that saw 
favorites like Nedeljkovic, Peter Mrazek, Brock McGinn and 
Warren Foegele moved out, Dougie Hamilton allowed to 
leave and a general turning-over of nearly every corner of 
the roster. 

After 82 games and the best season in franchise history, it’s 
safe to say the plan came together. This is a different team 
than it was at this point a year ago: deeper, more confident, 
not without its flaws but possessed of uncommon resilience 
and explosiveness — its strengths reinforced, its 
weaknesses largely addressed. 

“Where we really excelled, in my opinion, was the depth part 
of it,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “When we 
had injuries, when we had holes to fill, we didn’t miss a beat.” 

All of the changes the Hurricanes made last summer were 
designed to get them to just this point: Not merely into the 
playoffs, but far better equipped to handle the rigors and 
challenges ahead, on nearly every front. 

Goaltending? Not only did Frederik Andersen and Antti 
Raanta deliver a substantial improvement on their 
predecessors, they won the Jennings Trophy for the fewest 
team goals allowed for the first time in franchise history. And 
even with Andersen’s status for the first-round in doubt, 
there’s complete confidence in Raanta to handle the load, 

with late-season rookie phenom Pyotr Kochetkov already 
battle-tested and waiting in the wings. 

“I was probably the most unpopular guy in the community 
when we got rid of our goalies,” Hurricanes general manager 
Don Waddell said. “We obviously had talked about it. We 
knew there were four or five guys available in free agency 
and a couple more through trades. Our goalies two years 
ago, not last year, two years ago were good but when we got 
into the playoffs we just felt that we needed to be better. 
That’s why we rolled the dice.” 

Defensive depth? The Hurricanes aren’t going to have to rely 
on a gimpy Jake Gardiner or a guy making his NHL debut in 
the heat of a playoff series like Max LaJoie last season. Tony 
DeAngelo and Ethan Bear may have gotten most of the 
attention at the time, but the addition of Brendan Smith and 
Ian Cole gave the Hurricanes a pair of veteran warhorses 
who have seen everything and won’t be awed by the 
circumstances. And even if there’s some tidal wave of blue-
line injuries, the unheralded Jalen Chatfield came up from 
Chicago (AHL) and earned his teammates’ respect in 16 
games of work. 

And on what’s primarily a young team that’s quickly gaining 
postseason experience, the addition of seasoned players like 
Derek Stepan, Smith and Cole can only be a stabilizing force 
in a room that’s relied heavily on Jordan Staal and Jordan 
Martinook for energy and counsel in past playoff runs — 
probably the next best thing to another Justin Williams 
cameo comeback. And he may be young, but no one on the 
roster went deeper into the playoffs than Jesperi Kotkaniemi, 
who went to the Stanley Cup final with the Montreal 
Canadiens last year. 

If the Hurricanes didn’t do much at the trade deadline, again 
— adding only a depth forward in Max Domi amid tight 
salary-cap constraints — it’s partly because they did their 
work not in March, but in July and August. The team’s 
success this winter and its promise this spring were both 
born last summer, the result of introspection in the wake of 
frustration, an honest appraisal of who needed to go and 
what needed to improve to not only get back to that point, but 
beyond. 

And then they went out and did it.
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Hurricanes vibe check: Closing out ‘a real special year’ and looking ahead to what’s next 

By Sara Civian 

As neverending as the basically meaningless period between 
clinching the playoffs and playing in the playoffs has felt, it’s 
still hard to believe Thursday’s 6-3 win over the Devils was 
the last game of the Hurricanes’ regular season. 

Time flies when you’re breaking the franchise points record, 
or however that old phrase goes. 

Yep, despite all of our complaints about this team throughout 
the 2021-22 season, the Hurricanes set new single-season 
franchise records for wins (54) and points (116). The team 
they passed in both categories won the Stanley Cup in 2005-
06, with Rod Brind’Amour as its captain. 

“If you really think about it, that’s a grind,” said Brind’Amour, 
now the Hurricanes’ coach. “To do it the way our group did it 
is pretty special. Unfortunately, how much do you really want 
to enjoy it? We want to get to that next phase, and that starts 
next week. To put a little capper on it, I think it’s been a real 
special year. We didn’t really have any down time. We had a 
few games where it didn’t go our way, but there were no 
stretches where it was bad. We just didn’t get some wins. 
The guys have been real special that way this year.” 

Those are the vibes the team is feeling after a win in which it 
was able to try out some weird lines and bench key players. 
What about your vibes? 

Here’s our final vibe check of the regular season. 

OK, here’s the thing: You have every right to be worried 
about the power play heading into the playoffs. But if it 
makes you feel any better, the potential-first-round-opponent 
Bruins had been in an 0-for-39 stretch on the power play 
before finally getting a few against the Sabres on Thursday. 
Zero-for-39! Yes, David Pastrnak had been out for a lot of 
that, but I try to calm you guys down about this time of year 
in particular for a reason. It’s not that concerning. Unless 
you’re worrying about the Hurricanes’ inability to score on the 
power play in previous playoff runs. In that case, I’ll tell you 
that worries me a bit, too. 

I won’t post Dougie Hamilton’s stat line from Thursday’s 
game. I won’t post Dougie Hamilton’s stat line from 
Thursday’s game. I won’t post Dougie Hamilton’s stat line 
from Thursday’s game. 

You are right. 

LGC is completely chill? In this economy? 

Totally. This is exactly what I’ve been focusing on for the 
past few weeks. How are the kids and those who had been 
struggling this season doing as we head into the playoffs? 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi returned from injury Thursday to score a 
goal and two assists in the first period. Martin Necas has a 
goal and three points in his past two games. Seth Jarvis is 
riding a seven-game point streak. I think the kids are all right. 

“Yeah, it was actually easier than I thought to get back in the 
pace,” Kotkaniemi said after Thursday’s game. “I think those 
couple games helped before in Colorado. I think it was 
good.” 

The swagger is indeed peaking at the right time, and the 
Canes end their regular season how they started it: on a 
winning streak. The nine-game streak at the beginning of the 
season made the Canes the top team in the league at that 
point. And no team will enter the playoffs with a streak longer 
than their current six-game one. Brind’Amour had that one 
inspiring pre-game speech about adversity, and the post-
clinching inconsistency turned around. 

A few more observations as we put the regular season in the 
past: 

• These Canes broke various, aforementioned records, but I 
bet Brind’Amour was proudest of the Jennings, awarded 
annually to the goaltenders of the team with the fewest goals 
allowed during the regular season (minimum 25 games 
played). That’s obviously props to Freddie Andersen and 
Antti Raanta, but the whole team revolves around a game of 
shot suppression. “It’s definitely a team award,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Obviously you’ve got to have good goalies to have a 
good team. It’s a good little capper to the season. Good 
commitment from the group. We talked about it this morning, 
that this year to this point has been really special for a lot of 
reasons. That’s another one.” 

• For whatever it’s worth, Andersen ended the regular 
season with a 35-14-3 record (the seventh-most wins in the 
league), a 2.17 goals-against average (second), a .922 save 
percentage (third) and, per Money Puck, 27.8 goals saved 
above expected (third). His save percentage above expected 
on unblocked shots was second, again per MoneyPuck. 
Raise your hand if you saw that coming. (Slowly raises hand 
before turning around to give myself another pat on the 
back.) 

• What are we most excited about heading into the playoffs? 
What are we concerned about? Will we ever find out who the 
first-round opponent is? Let’s talk in the comments.
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Breaking down the Bruins-Hurricanes 1st-round series: 4 key factors, from the starting 
goalies to Lambo vs. Prius 

By Fluto Shinzawa and Sara Civian 

For the third time in four years, the Bruins and Hurricanes 
will meet in the playoffs. In 2019, the Bruins swept the 
Hurricanes in the Eastern Conference final. In 2020, the 
Bruins ended the Hurricanes’ season in five games in the 
opening round of the Toronto bubble. 

This year could produce a different outcome. 

The Hurricanes finished with the second-best record in the 
East and swept the regular-season series, outscoring the 
Bruins 16-1 in their three wins. 

On the surface, it’s a landslide. But how do the teams match 
up in more specific areas — areas that might end up 
deciding a playoff series? Here’s the breakdown, from The 
Athletic’s Bruins beat writer, Fluto Shinzawa, and Hurricanes 
beat writer, Sara Civian: 

Who’s in net? 

Shinzawa: Tuukka Rask used to be the man in Boston. He 
was the unquestioned ace for nine straight seasons. Rask 
underwent hip surgery last summer with the intention of 
claiming the postseason net once more. 

That all went sideways. Discomfort in his back and hip flared 
up once he resumed game action. He lasted just one period 
against the Hurricanes on Jan. 18. Carolina poured five 
pucks past Rask in the first period of a 7-1 thrashing. Rask 
retired on Feb. 9. 

So instead of tabbing the organization’s winningest playoff 
goalie (57), coach Bruce Cassidy will call upon Linus Ullmark 
and Jeremy Swayman. Between them, the two have zero 
postseason starts, to say nothing of wins. 

Cassidy has yet to announce his Game 1 starter. He doesn’t 
have to. It will be Ullmark. After early turbulence, the first-
year Bruin has hit a smooth spot in his Buffalo-to-Boston 
transition.  

On Thursday against Buffalo, Ullmark made the most of his 
final regular-season dress rehearsal. The ex-Sabre blanked 
his former employer — his first shutout with the Bruins. 

“It’s tough to say it doesn’t mean anything because it surely 
is,” Ullmark said when asked about the significance of 
entering the postseason hot. “It builds a lot of confidence 
leading into the playoffs. You don’t want to end the regular 
season on a losing skid with no confidence. That’s a plus in 
my book.” 

The question is when Swayman will get his turn. 

Ullmark’s appearance Thursday was his 41st of the season. 
Swayman matched that with his 41st game in Friday’s 
regular-season finale, a 5-2 loss to the Maple Leafs.  

It stands to reason, then, that a tandem that has split the net 
will continue to share it in the playoffs. It would make zero 
sense to deviate from the season-long road map. Dialogue 
among Cassidy, Ullmark, Swayman and goalie coach Bob 

Essensa will be critical in determining when the switches 
happen. 

“Will we run with one guy? Absolutely if he’s on,” Cassidy 
said. “We’re not going to outthink ourselves there. The 
discussion that will be with Bob is you’re playing every 
second night. If it starts running on, is the guy capable? Is he 
going to be at his best and able to handle that? Even 
sometimes when it looks like things are going well, you have 
to consider that so you’re not putting the goalie at a 
disadvantage later. What’s the right time to do that is always 
going to be the tough call. If a guy’s not on, we’re not afraid 
to go with the other guy. Because we’ve seen him play well. 
That’s also in our back pocket. That could be tough for the 
starter, knowing that. But that’s the way our year’s worked 
out.” 

Civian: Is the devil you know better than the devil you don’t? 
That’ll be the question for this first-round goaltending 
matchup if Freddie Andersen (lower body) is, indeed, good to 
go. He’s not yet skating but could be back on the ice any day 
now and could return in the first round, although Game 1 is 
looking unlikely. 

“He’s certainly working hard. Saw him in (the training room) 
again today. He’s looking good,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Thursday. “He’s doing everything that our 
medical staff’s asked him to do, and he’s come along nice. 
When he’s ready to go, you guys will be the first to know.” 

Look, all of us — especially Bruins fans reading this — know 
Andersen has been a consistently great regular-season 
goalie who is still looking for a signature playoff performance. 
His regular-season numbers against Boston this season 
were almost comically good: a 3-0-0 sweep, a 0.33 goals-
against average, a .990 save percentage, two shutouts and 
an assist. I vehemently believe the Maple Leafs’ playoff 
curse has been more about star forwards failing to score 
than bad goaltending, and this was supposed to be the 
season he proved that on a new team. 

There’s still a chance that’ll happen, but the doubts will linger 
until it does. 

And what if Andersen can’t get back in net? Antti Raanta was 
a no-brainer to fill the void just two weeks ago, but things 
have changed since the Canes were forced to call up young 
Russian goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. His NHL career is 3-0-0, he 
handled playing back-to-back games and he’s breathing 
some much-needed energy into this team. 

Carolina rode another rookie, Alex Nedeljkovic, during last 
season’s playoffs. Clearly, they aren’t afraid to go that route. 

Power outage 

Shinzawa: The dark days of the Bruins’ power play might be 
over. After staggering through an 0-for-39 free-fall through 13 
games, the Bruins finally broke through against Buffalo on 
Thursday with man-up strikes by David Pastrnak and Taylor 
Hall, then went 1-for-1 on Friday, with Jake DeBrusk getting 
the goal. 
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“When you’re in a slump, the team hasn’t won in a while, 
usually the last few games before they win, they play well. 
They just don’t quite get the break. I think that’s what 
happened a little bit with the power play,” Cassidy said. 
“Certainly not everyone was crisp. Our first one wasn’t. 
Although the second unit got a good look from (Craig Smith) 
and (Charlie) Coyle, a rebound. So you could sense it was 
happening. They got a good one to finish the night the other 
night against Florida. So it was going to come sooner or 
later.” 

Only time will tell whether the power play is back on track. 
Just about every factor has collided in producing the wicked 
downturn: poor entries, fumbled pucks, indifferent decision-
making, bad luck, shriveled confidence. 

Part of that was David Pastrnak’s core injury. The team’s 
leading PP goal scorer (14) did not dress for nine of the 12 
nothing-doing games. He is still trying to recover his peak 
shooting touch. 

Meanwhile, Carolina’s penalty kill has been outstanding all 
season. The Hurricanes kill the same way they play at even 
strength: by applying maximum heat on all pressure points. 

Cassidy, who is in charge of the power play, is not planning 
structural upheaval. He will run Pastrnak, Charlie McAvoy, 
Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and Taylor Hall on the No. 
1 unit. 

“If David had played the last month, I would have,” Cassidy 
said when asked if he was considering major changes. “But 
he’s been out. So let’s see what it looks like now that all the 
pieces are back together. Because it wasn’t like the power 
play was good for three months. They’ve been together for 
four years, five years. It’s been functioning pretty well over 
that entire span. So we don’t want to let one month cloud 
everything we do. Yet we’re in crunch time. So you’ve got to 
do what you’ve got to do to get it going.” 

Civian: See, Canes fans? Your team isn’t the only one 
struggling on the man advantage at the end of this regular 
season. 

As I wrote Friday morning, the Canes’ history of playoff 
power-play outages is more concerning to me than 
momentary lapses after the playoffs have been clinched. And 
it’s not like they went through an 0-for-39 spell. 

The penalty kill, meanwhile, has remained one of the best 
I’ve seen. You look at the Canes, and you don’t find any 
individual award front-runners (Andersen is the closest, but 
Igor Shesterkin’s got the Vezina on lock). The Metropolitan 
Division champions have built their success on shot 
suppression and quickly turning defense into offense, sort of 
like the guy coaching them did. 

That’s especially evident on the Canes’ league-leading, 
87.96 percent successful penalty kill. They essentially 
approach it as if they’re the ones on the power play. They 
send their skill guys out there and put on what I can only 
describe as a full-court press. And they are fearless. It works. 
Of course, having a traditional penalty killer as high caliber 
as Jordan Staal doesn’t hurt. 

Lineups 

Shinzawa: There are no early lineup questions for the Bruins. 
DeBrusk has settled in as the No. 1 right wing. Pastrnak is 
back on the second line. Nick Foligno has the upper hand 
over Anton Blidh at No. 4 left wing. 

So this is how the Bruins will roll up front: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand Patrice Bergeron Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall Erik Haula David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic Charlie Coyle Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno Tomas Nosek Curtis Lazar 

Perhaps for a situational offensive-zone faceoff, Pastrnak will 
go back with Marchand and Bergeron. Otherwise, the top 
two lines are set in stone. 

The bottom six might be adjusted. The third line of Trent 
Frederic, Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith has cooled off. Blidh 
could be an energy injection if the Bruins require more 
abrasiveness later in the series. 

On the back end, the six defensemen will start this way: 

Defensemen 

Hampus Lindholm Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelcyk Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort Connor Clifton 

Had Hampus Lindholm not gotten hurt, Cassidy might have 
given him some shifts with Brandon Carlo. But Lindholm-
McAvoy is the top pair he prefers.  

Connor Clifton will be the one to watch over the series. Mike 
Reilly is waiting for his turn. Reilly’s puck play is stronger 
than Clifton’s. But Reilly would have to play his off side next 
to Derek Forbort. He is also not as physical as Clifton. 

Civian: No early lineup questions for the Bruins, but several 
for the Canes. 

We’ve addressed the sudden goalie controversy, and the 
surplus of depth forwards is another question. As Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi returns to the lineup after a minor injury, the 
Canes are looking at some difficult decisions regarding the 
bottom of the lineup. 

Derek Stepan was built for the playoffs, and he seems to 
score almost every time he gets back into the lineup after 
being (sometimes unfairly) scratched. He’s earned his spot. 
But I can’t imagine Brind’Amour will start things by scratching 
alternate captain Jordan Martinook, and assuming Steven 
Lorentz is one of the healthy scratches, the Canes need to 
determine one more odd forward out. Chances are it’s 
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Stepan, just because Brind’Amour knows he can mentally 
handle it. Dropping him into the lineup after a loss could 
serve as a strategic weapon, as well. 

I wonder if Brind’Amour will keep rookie Seth Jarvis on the 
first line or opt for a more experienced combination of Andrei 
Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. One 
thing’s for certain: The defensively dominant combo of Nino 
Niederreiter, Staal and Jesper Fast is staying put and taking 
the brunt of the tough matchups. 

Lamborghini vs. Prius 

Shinzawa: Since 2016, only three players have more points 
than Marchand. Vincent Trocheck is not one of them.  

You could see, then, why Marchand (504 points) fancies 
himself as a Lamborghini while classifying Trocheck (294) as 
a Prius. It’s too bad Marchand deleted his Instagram post 
that detailed this juxtaposition.  

The Lambo, however, is at risk of first-round dents. 
Marchand acknowledged after his six-game sitdown for his 
nonsense with Tristan Jarry that his next suspension would 
be a big one. The Hurricanes would not mind if Marchand 
lost his cool once more and missed some of the series. 

Marchand, then, is at risk of being a perpetual target for 
Trocheck, Niederreiter, Martinook and others. It wouldn’t hurt 

the Hurricanes to slash, cross-check and face-wash 
Marchand at every turn with provocation in mind.      

Marchand has no choice but to turn his cheek. He simply 
cannot engage in horseplay. The league will be watching 
every move. 

Civian: The Canes were utterly dominant over the Bruins in 
the regular season. It was the first time in franchise history 
that they swept Boston. The players wouldn’t admit it, but I 
suspect at least some of it had to do with the Lamborghini 
comment — especially the ensuing 7-1 thrashing. 

Though I don’t take too much stock in the regular season 
against a team as playoff-tested as the Bruins, I do think the 
way the Canes handled Marchand’s comment is a good sign 
for any future shenanigans. 

Don’t let the obvious Marchand storyline distract you from 
the darkhorse villain of the series, though: Erik Haula. 

The Canes traded Haula for Trocheck at the 2020 deadline, 
and even though it’s worked out for Carolina, there was 
clearly some bad blood on both sides with the way that 
ended. It made for a super fun series against Nashville last 
season, and I expect Haula to be on his A-game again this 
time around.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 30, 2022 

 

 

 

First-round playoff schedule: Canes to open series against Bruins on Monday 

By Mark Bergin 

The Carolina Hurricanes will open their playoff push to win 
the Stanley Cup on Monday against the Boston Bruins. 

Here is the schedule of the first-round matchup along with 
TV information on how to watch: 

 Game 1: 7 p.m. ET Monday, May 2: Bruins @ 
Hurricanes  

o TV: ESPN, SN360, TVAS, BSSO, NESN 

 Game 2: 7 p.m ET Wednesday, May 4: Bruins @ 
Hurricanes  

o TV: ESPN, SN360, TVAS, BSSO, NESN 

 Game 3: 7 p.m. ET Friday, May 6: Hurricanes @ 
Bruins  

o TV: TNT, SN360, TVAS, NESN, BSSO 

 Game 4: 12:30 p.m. ET Sunday, May 8: Hurricanes 
@ Bruins  

o TV: ESPN, SN, TVAS, NESN, BSSO 

 Game 5: TBD, Tuesday, May 10: Bruins @ 
Hurricanes 

 Game 6: TBD, Thursday, May 12: Hurricanes @ 
Bruins 

 Game 7: TBD: Saturday, May 14: Bruins @ 
Hurricanes 

The NHL has yet to set times for games 5, 6 and 7 if the 
best-of-seven series goes beyond four games. 

From noon to 2 p.m. Saturday, the Canes are hosting a pep 
rally for fans at the south plaza outside PNC Arena. PNC 
Arena Parking lots will open at 10:30 a.m. 

Tickets are also on sale for the Hurricanes' home playoff 
games at PNC Arena. 

According to the team's website, Carolina Ale House serves 
as the official playoff watch party headquarters of the 
Hurricanes when they are on the road. 

Hurricanes vs. Bruins 

During the 2021-2022 regular season, the Hurricanes won all 
three matchups against Bruins. 

 Oct. 28, 2021: Canes beat the Bruins, 3-0, at PNC 
Arena 

 Jan. 18, 2022: Canes beat the Bruins, 7-1, at the 
TD Garden 

 Feb. 10, 2022: Canes beat the Bruins, 6-0, at the 
TD Garden 

The two teams have met in the playoffs recently. 

In the first round of the 2020 playoffs held in the bubble, the 
Bruins beat the Hurricanes in five games. The Bruins swept 
the Canes in the 2019 Eastern Conference final.
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Stanley Cup Playoffs first-round schedule 

Four of eight best-of-7 series begin Monday, rest on Tuesday 

Here are the series-by-series schedules for the first round of 
the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. The Stanley Cup First Round 
will consist of eight best-of-7 series. 

All times listed are ET and subject to change. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 

FLORIDA PANTHERS (A1) VS. WASHINGTON CAPITALS 
(WC2) 

Tuesday, May 3: Capitals at Panthers, 7:30 p.m. ET 
(ESPN2, SN360, TVA Sports) 

Thursday, May 5: Capitals at Panthers, 7:30 p.m. ET (TBS, 
SN360, TVA Sports) 

Saturday, May 7: Panthers at Capitals, 1 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
Sportsnet, TVA Sports) 

Monday, May 9: Panthers at Capitals, 7 p.m. ET (TBS, SN1, 
TVA Sports) 

*Wednesday, May 11: Capitals at Panthers, TBD 

*Friday, May 13: Panthers at Capitals, Friday, TBD 

*Sunday, May 15: Capitals at Panthers, TBD 

TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS (A2) VS. TAMPA BAY 
LIGHTNING (A3) 

Monday, May 2: Lightning at Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. ET 
(Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports, ESPN2) 

Wednesday, May 4: Lightning at Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. ET 
(Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports, ESPN2) 

Friday, May 6: Maple Leafs at Lightning, 7:30 p.m. ET (TBS, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

Sunday, May 8: Maple Leafs at Lightning, 7 p.m. ET (TBS, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

*Tuesday, May 10: Lightning at Maple Leafs, TBD 

*Thursday, May 12: Maple Leafs at Lightning, TBD 

*Saturday, May 14: Lightning at Maple Leafs, TBD 

CAROLINA HURRICANES (M1) VS. BOSTON BRUINS 
(WC1) 

Monday, May 2: Bruins at Hurricanes, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
SN360, TVA Sports) 

Wednesday, May 4: Bruins at Hurricanes, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
SN360, TVA Sports) 

Friday, May 6: Hurricanes at Bruins, 7 p.m. ET (TNT, SN360, 
TVA Sports) 

Sunday, May 8: Hurricanes at Bruins, 12:30 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
Sportsnet, TVA Sports) 

*Tuesday, May 10: Bruins at Hurricanes, TBD 

*Thursday, May 12: Hurricanes at Bruins, TBD 

*Saturday, May 14: Bruins at Hurricanes, TBD 

NEW YORK RANGERS (M2) VS. PITTSBURGH 
PENGUINS (M3) 

Tuesday, May 3: Penguins at Rangers, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

Thursday, May 5: Penguins at Rangers, 7 p.m. ET (TNT, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

Saturday, May 7: Rangers at Penguins, 7 p.m. ET (TNT, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

Monday, May 9: Rangers at Penguins, 7 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

*Wednesday, May 11: Penguins at Rangers, TBD 

*Friday, May 13: Rangers at Penguins, TBD 

*Sunday, May 15: Penguins at Rangers, TBD 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

COLORADO AVALANCHE (C1) VS. NASHVILLE 
PREDATORS (WC2) 

Tuesday, May 3: Predators at Avalanche, 9:30 p.m. ET 
(ESPN, SNE, SN360 (JIP), TVA Sports) 

Thursday, May 5: Predators at Avalanche, 9:30 p.m. ET 
(TNT, SNE, SN360 (JIP), TVA Sports) 

Saturday, May 7: Avalanche at Predators, 4:30 p.m. ET 
(TNT, Sportsnet, TVA Sports) 

Monday, May 9: Avalanche at Predators, 9:30 p.m. ET 
(ESPN, SN1, TVA Sports) 

*Wednesday, May 11: Predators at Avalanche, TBD 

*Friday, May 13: Avalanche at Predators, TBD 

*Sunday, May 15: Predators at Avalanche, TBD 
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MINNESOTA WILD (C2) VS. ST. LOUIS BLUES (C3) 

Monday, May 2: Blues at Wild, 9:30 p.m. ET (ESPN, SN360, 
TVA Sports) 

Wednesday, May 4: Blues at Wild, 9:30 p.m. ET (ESPN, 
SN360, TVA Sports) 

Friday, May 6: Wild at Blues, 9:30 p.m. ET (TNT, SN360, 
TVA Sports) 

Sunday, May 8: Wild at Blues, 4:30 p.m. ET (TBS, SN360, 
TVA Sports) 

*Tuesday, May 10: Blues at Wild, TBD 

*Thursday, May 12: Wild at Blues, TBD 

*Saturday, May 14: Blues at Wild, TBD 

CALGARY FLAMES (P1) VS. DALLAS STARS (WC1) 

Tuesday, May 3: Stars at Flames, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet, 
CBC, TVA Sports, ESPN2) 

Thursday, May 5: Stars at Flames, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet, 
CBC, TVA Sports, TBS) 

Saturday, May 7: Flames at Stars, 9:30 p.m. ET (TNT, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

Monday, May 9: Flames at Stars, 9:30 p.m. ET (TBS, 
Sportsnet, CBC, TVA Sports) 

*Wednesday, May 11: Stars at Flames, TBD 

*Friday, May 13: Flames at Stars, TBD 

*Sunday, May 15: Stars at Flames, TBD 

EDMONTON OILERS (P2) VS. LOS ANGELES KINGS (P3) 

Monday, May 2: Kings at Oilers, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet, 
CBC, TVA Sports, ESPN2) 

Wednesday, May 4: Kings at Oilers, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet, 
CBC, TVA Sports, ESPN2) 

Friday, May 6: Oilers at Kings, 10 p.m. ET (TBS, Sportsnet, 
CBC, TVA Sports) 

Sunday, May 8: Oilers at Kings, 10 p.m. ET (TBS, Sportsnet, 
CBC, TVA Sports) 

*Tuesday, May 10: Kings at Oilers, TBD 

*Thursday, May 12: Oilers at Kings, TBD 

*Saturday, May 14: Kings at Oilers, TBD 

* if necessary TBD - To Be Determined
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NHL playoff matchups determined after frantic final night 

By Stephen Whyno 

It took until the final game on the final night of the NHL 
regular season to set the matchups for the first round of the 
playoffs. 

Naturally, the battle for the Stanley Cup starts in less than 72 
hours. 

Technically there’s still one more inconsequential, weather-
postponed game to be played on Sunday, but all eight first-
round series are set. The playoffs begin Monday when the 
Metropolitan Division-champion Carolina Hurricanes host the 
Boston Bruins in Game 1. 

Nashville blowing a four-goal lead and losing to last-place 
Arizona hours after Dallas beat Anaheim with an emergency 
backup goaltender in net for the third period flipped two 
matchups in the Western Conference. The Predators will 
now open at top-seeded Colorado with the Stars going to 
Calgary to face the Flames. 

Colorado lost to Dallas in the playoffs two years ago and now 
may have an easier path through the playoffs against 
Nashville, which could be without injured starting goalie 
Juuse Saros. The winner of the Avalanche-Predators series 
will face whichever team comes out of what promises to be a 
bruising showdown between Minnesota and St. Louis. 

The Wild and Blues were the first series to get locked in, but 
it took until Friday night to determine who had home ice. 
After Minnesota beat Colorado and St. Louis lost to recently 
eliminated Vegas, the series will begin in St. Paul on 
Monday. 

Connor McDavid and the Edmonton Oilers open at home 
against the Los Angeles Kings with the winner advancing to 
the survivor of Calgary-Dallas. The Oilers haven’t won a 
round since 2017. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs haven’t won a playoff series since 
2004 and face a major challenge trying to break that trend 
against the back-to-back defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning. The Leafs beat the Bruins to set up a 
series against the Lightning that starts Monday in Toronto. 

Carolina-Boston is a rematch of the 2019 East final and a 
2020 second-round tilt. The Bruins won each of those series 
but go into this one as a slight underdog, according to 
FanDuel Sportsbook, despite the likelihood of Hurricanes 
starting goalie Frederik Andersen missing at least the start of 
the first round. 

They’re not the only team in the East with goaltending 
questions. 

The Washington Capitals limp into the playoffs on a four-
game skid with no clarity whether Ilya Samsonov or Vitek 
Vanecek will be in net for Game 1 against the Presidents’ 
Trophy-winning Florida Panthers on Tuesday. Capitals 
captain Alex Ovechkin has also missed the past three games 
with an apparent left shoulder injury. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins have been without starting goalie 
Tristan Jarry, and their situation remains unclear going into 
their series against the New York Rangers that starts 
Tuesday at Madison Square Garden. Tampa Bay still has 
2021 playoff MVP Andrei Vasilevskiy between the pipes, but 
the Rangers go into this postseason with the likely Vezina 
Trophy winner in Igor Shesterkin. 

The winners of the Panthers-Capitals and Maple Leafs-
Lightning series will face off in the Atlantic Division side of 
the East bracket, while the Rangers-Penguins and 
Hurricanes-Bruins winners will meet in the Metro half. 

All eight teams in the East finished with 100 or more points, 
the first time that has happened in either conference in NHL 
history.
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How the Chicago Wolves Will (or Won’t) Win the Calder Cup 

The Hurricanes’ affiliate has been one of the AHL’s best 
teams this season. 

By Matthew Somma and Sarah.A 

The Chicago Wolves’ regular season will soon be coming to 
an end, meaning that the real grind of the season has just 
begun. The Wolves look to cap off their impressive regular 
season with a Calder Cup, and as the team with the second 
best points percentage in the AHL, they have a good chance 
at doing so. We have followed the Wolves closely this 
season and today, we’re here to talk about some factors that 
will be the difference between a Calder Cup or a playoff exit 
for the Hurricanes’ affiliate.  

Goaltending 

Matt: Chicago’s goaltending has been a major factor in the 
team’s success this season, but it’s more important heading 
into the playoffs. With Eetu Makiniemi out for the season, 
Alex Lyon out until the first round of the playoffs and Pyotr 
Kochetkov currently with the Hurricanes, the responsibility 
falls on Jack LaFontaine and Dylan Wells. Wells looked solid 
in two starts with the Wolves, and LaFontaine had a strong 
start this past weekend, but both goalies are a clear step or 
two below Lyon and Kochetkov. It’s going to be important for 
those players to be at their best while we wait for Lyon and 
Frederik Andersen to get healthy.  

Sarah: As the Hurricanes goaltending situation goes, so 
does the Wolves, as evidenced by the early start to Pyotr 
Kochetkov’s NHL career. How far the Wolves go in the 
playoffs is going to depend a lot on who’s in net. The team 
hopes Alex Lyon will be ready to go for the first round, but if 
he isn’t, and if Kochetkov is still in the NHL, then it’s the Jack 
LaFontaine/Dylan Wells show, which has had mixed results 
at the close of the regular season.  

Ryan Suzuki 

Sarah: Fans had big hopes for Suzuki this season, but he’s 
been repeatedly sidelined by injury and hasn’t had the most 
productive season on offense. He has taken big strides 
defensively, though, playing important minutes on special 
teams for the Wolves. His playmaking ability and nose for the 
net has been showing more as the season has gone on, and 
Ryan Warsofsky is confident that Suzuki’s offense will come 
eventually. Getting going in the playoffs would be a great 
time for the pucks to start going in for him. 

Matt: I’ve been fine with Suzuki this season. The offense will 
start to come, but the defensive play is encouraging. Rod 
Brind’Amour has historically been less trusting of players if 
their defensive game is weak, so shoring up that aspect of 
his game will be beneficial. Suzuki will have to find a way to 
create offense with less time to make decisions now, though. 

It’s going to take some time, but I think Suzuki should be 
able to elevate in the playoffs. 

Spencer Smallman 

Matt: One of Chicago’s unsung heroes this season has been 
Spencer Smallman. He’s great in his own end, a pain on the 
forecheck and a strong presence in all three zones. 
Smallman has given the team a ton of energy over the 
course of the season and will be relied upon heavily come 
playoff time. Smallman’s play in the offensive zone has 
steadily improved over the course of the season and his play 
on the penalty kill has been outstanding. It’s great to see that 
Smallman is doing well, especially after the tough luck he 
had with injuries to start his pro career. 

Sarah: Speaking of heating up at the right time, Spencer 
Smallman has been finding the back of the net recently, with 
eight points in his last ten games, including five goals. He’s 
been given a key role on the Wolves penalty kill and with 
three shorthanded goals this season, he’s shown a knack for 
causing disruptions and heading down ice to create chances 
for himself.  

Josh Leivo 

Sarah: Leivo has been a source of timely scoring for the 
Wolves this year. Buzzer beaters, overtime winners, and big 
goals when you find yourself in need — you name it, he’s 
been behind it. He’s been streaky, like most players, but has 
a habit of stepping up in big moments for the team. His nose 
for the net in all situations will be a big factor in getting 
scoring from players not named Stefan Noesen.  

New Players 

Sarah: The Wolves made some moves at the deadline, 
bringing on Richard Panik, Chris Bigras, and Tarmo 
Reunanen to help fill out their roster. Bigras and Reunanen 
have rotated in and out of the lineup, while Panik has 
become a fixture on the power play. Getting contributions 
from those new faces will be crucial, particularly if the 
Hurricanes make any playoff callups and find themselves 
with holes to fill.  

Matt: I’m going to build off of what Sarah said and include 
Vasiliy Ponomarev and Noel Gunler here. Ponomaryov has 
been a fantastic addition for the Wolves, with ten points in his 
first ten AHL games. He’s a very similar player to Jack Drury. 
Both are strong two way forwards that play hard along the 
boards. Ponomaryov’s vision and playmaking have been on 
full display and I’m excited to see how he plays in the 
playoffs. Gunler has been improving steadily over his time in 
the AHL as well. He has five points in nine games and is 
starting to find the net. Both players are going to be crucial 
since depth scoring is needed even more in the playoffs. 
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Staying Healthy 

Matt: Lastly, the Wolves will need to stay healthy. That 
sounds obvious, but they’ve struggled with injuries all season 
long and won’t have nearly as much time to recover in the 

playoffs. Getting Alex Lyon back will be huge, but if one or 
two Wolves go down with injury, that depth scoring I talked 
about will be even more important. Chicago has been 
resilient all season long and now has plenty of depth, but it’s 
still something to keep an eye on moving forward.

 

NHL releases first-round schedule, Canes open playoffs Monday 

The Carolina Hurricanes will embark on their journey to the 
Stanley Cup Monday night at home against the Bruins. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

It’s time for playoff hockey! 

The NHL postseason bracket is set, and with it so now is the 
first-round schedule.  

The Carolina Hurricanes will have home-ice advantage 
against the Boston Bruins in the first round, the third time in 
the last four seasons that the Canes and Bruins will meet in 
the playoffs. It’ll be the seventh time the franchises have met 
in the postseason, with Boston 5-1 so far.  

The Canes and Bruins will actually kick off the entire playoff 
schedule Monday night at 7:00 p.m. Here’s the entire 
schedule for the Canes’ first-round series: 

 Game 1: Monday, May 2 — 7 p.m. at PNC Arena 
on ESPN 

 Game 2: Wednesday, May 4 — 7 p.m. at PNC 
Arena on ESPN 

 Game 3: Friday, May 6 — 7 p.m. at TD Garden on 
TNT 

 Game 4: Sunday, May 8 — 12:30 p.m. at TD 
Garden on ESPN 

 Game 5: Tuesday, May 10 — TBD at PNC Arena 
on TBD 

 Game 6: Thursday, May 12 — TBD at TD Garden 
on TBD 

 Game 7: Saturday, May 14 — TBD at TD Garden 
on TBD 

As for the rest of the playoff bracket, the rest of the Eastern 
Conference series are Florida-Washington, Toronto-Tampa 
Bay, New York Rangers-Pittsburgh. The Western 
Conference series are Colorado-Nashville, Minnesota-St. 
Louis, Calgary-Dallas and Edmonton-Los Angeles.

 

 

  

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article260874447.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article260895677.html 
https://theathletic.com/3278983/2022/04/29/carolina-hurricanes-vibe-check-regular-season-finale/ 

https://theathletic.com/3279402/2022/04/29/bruins-hurricanes-key-factors-goalies-lambo-prius/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/first-round-playoff-schedule-canes-to-open-series-against-bruins-on-monday/20259389/ 

https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-playoffs-round-1-schedule/c-280159064 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-minnesota-wild-canada-ec58f35a914f3673fb2c5e840f12e46f 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/29/23044674/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-chicago-wolves-calder-cup 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/4/30/23050198/nhl-releases-first-round-schedule-canes-open-playoffs-monday 
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1243338 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes will face Bruins in NHL’s Stanley Cup Playoffs. Here’s a 
scouting report 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED APRIL 30, 2022 12:27 AM 

 

“Blue blood” vs. “New blood.” 

Brad Marchand’s “Lamborghini” vs. Vincent Trocheck’s “Prius.” 

Pick a storyline — and there are plenty — for this first-round Stanley Cup 
Playoff matchup, and you’ll just be scratching the surface. 

After staying in the race for the Atlantic Division’s third seed up to the 
final game of the regular season, the Bruins made it official Friday night 
in Toronto. With the team’s top six scorers all resting, the Bruins fell to 
the Maple Leafs, 5-2, remaining in the top wild card position in the 
Eastern Conference and drawing a first-round Stanley Cup playoff date 
with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Canes’ faithful are particularly pumped about one particular 
statistical anomaly from this season, however: In three games between 
the Hurricanes and Boston Bruins this season, Carolina won all three, 
outscoring the B’s 16-1. 

But beware: The Bruins team the Hurricanes will see beginning Monday 
night at PNC Arena in Raleigh is far different than that which they last 
saw on February 10. Two months is a long time in hockey team 
development, and both teams are playing very differently. 

For one, the Bruins and Canes were both active at the trade deadline. 
Boston added stalwart defenseman Hampus Lindholm to its blue line, 
while Carolina added depth forward Max Domi. Neither player has faced 
the other team this season with their current teammates. 

Boston has its goalie of the future, Jeremy Swayman, alongside a seven-
season NHL veteran with no playoff experience in Linus Ullmark, signed 
initially to back up Tuukka Rask upon his return. Rask returned from 
injury for four games before retiring, leaving the Swayman-Ullmark duo to 
shoulder the load. 

Carolina has one of its goalies of the future, Pyotr Kochetkov, who was 
forced into service late in the season after a pair of injuries, and nine-
season NHL veteran Antti Raanta, who has seen limited playoff action 
while playing for four different teams. 

And then there’s this little nugget: The Hurricanes and Bruins are facing 
off this week for the fifth time in the playoffs. If that seems high, it should. 
The Hurricanes are beginning their ninth postseason run since relocating 
to North Carolina from Hartford, Connecticut, in 1997, and fourth in the 
past four years. 

This is the fifth time in those nine playoff appearances the Canes will 
have to go through Boston, and only once — in May 2009 — has that 
ended well for Carolina. Most recently, the Bruins ousted the Canes in 
the first round in 2020. In 2019, the Canes fell to the Bruins in the 
conference final, and 20 years before that, in the Canes’ second season 
in North Carolina, they fell to Boston in the first round. 

The lone Carolina win over Boston in the playoffs came in 2009, in the 
conference semifinal round. The Canes went on to lose to Pittsburgh in a 
sweep in the conference final, kicking off a nine-year playoff drought. 

But that’s all ancient history, right? What about this year? Here’s how 
Boston stacks up: 

THE FORWARDS 

Dubbed “The Perfection Line” some years back, the trio of Marchand, 
David Pastrnak and Patrice Bergeron has been rock solid for the Bruins 
in the past. But this year, they’ve done something a bit differently, and it 
seems to be working well. Last season’s addition of Taylor Hall, and his 
subsequent offseason signing, along with the acquisition of former 
Hurricanes center and last year’s playoff enemy Eric Haula, has allowed 
the Bruins to spread the wealth a bit up front. 

Pastrnak, meanwhile, is playing alongside Haula and Hall on a “1B” line, 
and the team’s depth of scoring has improved. The Czech winger was 
still better than a point per game this year, eclipsed on his team only by 
Marchand. Hall also approached the 60-point mark. 

The Bruins “second six” has seen a handful of players rotate through this 
season, with the one constant being centerman Charlie Coyle. Craig 
Smith, Trent Frederic, Tomas Nosek, Curtis Lazar and Nick Foligno have 
seen the most games at forward for the Bruins beyond the core seven, 
with young Marc McLaughlin showing late-season promise. Anton Blidh 
and Oskar Steen could also see action for the B’s. 

THE DEFENSE 

The Bruins’ defense hinges largely on the play of one of the best young 
defenders in the game, Charlie McAvoy. The slick defenseman with a 
strong two-way game led his team in points by a defenseman by more 
than 30 points, and is as solid as they come both on the power play and 
on the penalty kill. 

THE GOALIES 

If you’d asked the Bruins back in October what their goaltending tandem 
would be in the playoffs, not many would have said, “Jeremy Swayman 
and Linus Ullmark.” 

Swayman jumped right into the fray last season after playing three years 
at the University of Maine, appearing in 10 regular-season games and 
one playoff game. He was originally going to spend most of this season 
in Providence with the Bruins’ AHL affiliate, but he played his way onto 
the roster, and performed well above expectations. This season, 
Swayman finished with a 2.37 GAA and .915 save percentage. 

Last offseason, the Bruins signed Ullmark to a two-year deal, and he was 
supposed to be a solid veteran backup for the now-departed Rask. 
Instead, he became a part of a perfectly split tandem. His 2.45 GAA and 
.917 save percentage complemented Swayman well. 
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The tandem has done well, allowing 191 goals in 77 combined starts 
through Wednesday, a 2.46 cumulative GAA and a .915 combined save 
percentage. 

Much like the Canes’ keepers — minus Andersen, for the moment — the 
Bruins’ goalies are short on meaningful playoff experience. 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

There’s no logical explanation for it, really, but the Boston Bruins power 
play has been horrendous to close out the regular season. 

A team with Marchand, Pastrnak, Bergeron, Hall and McAvoy ought to be 
able to score power play goals in its sleep. But the team ended the 
season on a pretty nasty power play skid (they scored a few in the final 
two games, though were nearing 0-for-50 prior to that), which means one 
of two things: 1) They’re due; or 2) They’re in disarray. The answer is 
likely more the former than the latter, which means the Canes’ top 
penalty unit cannot afford to sleep on a top unit with so much firepower. 

Where the Canes and Bruins are really similar is in the amount of time 
each team spends in the penalty box per game relative to their 
opponents. The Canes are second-to-last in the NHL with a -.57 net 
penalties per game. The Bruins are right there with them in third-to-last 
with a -.36. Each team has an average penalty minutes-per-game 
average just shy of 10. The difference overall is how well the teams kill 
those penalties off, with the Canes leading the NHL at 88 percent to the 
Bruins’ 81.3 percent. 

COACHING 

The Bruins’ coaching staff has guided this team to the playoffs for the 
sixth consecutive season, which is as long as Bruce Cassidy has been 
the head coach. He took over for the fired Claude Julien in the middle of 
the 2016-17 season, and led a furious regular-season charge to make 
the playoffs that season, where they lost in the first round. Since then, 
the Bruins have won at least one playoff round in four consecutive 
postseasons, reaching the Stanley Cup Final in 2019. 

Following the 2021-22 regular season, Cassidy is sitting at 399 regular-
season games coached with the Bruins. Monday’s playoff opener will be 
his 67th postseason contest. He is 33-33 with the Bruins and 35-37 all-
time in the playoffs. 
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Breaking down the Bruins-Hurricanes 1st-round series: 4 key factors, 
from the starting goalies to Lambo vs. Prius 

 

Fluto Shinzawa, Sara Civian13-16 minutes 30/04/2022 

 

For the third time in four years, the Bruins and Hurricanes will meet in the 
playoffs. In 2019, the Bruins swept the Hurricanes in the Eastern 
Conference final. In 2020, the Bruins ended the Hurricanes’ season in 
five games in the opening round of the Toronto bubble. 

This year could produce a different outcome. 

The Hurricanes finished with the second-best record in the East and 
swept the regular-season series, outscoring the Bruins 16-1 in their three 
wins. 

On the surface, it’s a landslide. But how do the teams match up in more 
specific areas — areas that might end up deciding a playoff series? 
Here’s the breakdown, from The Athletic’s Bruins beat writer, Fluto 
Shinzawa, and Hurricanes beat writer, Sara Civian: 

Who’s in net? 

Shinzawa: Tuukka Rask used to be the man in Boston. He was the 
unquestioned ace for nine straight seasons. Rask underwent hip surgery 
last summer with the intention of claiming the postseason net once more. 

That all went sideways. Discomfort in his back and hip flared up once he 
resumed game action. He lasted just one period against the Hurricanes 
on Jan. 18. Carolina poured five pucks past Rask in the first period of a 
7-1 thrashing. Rask retired on Feb. 9. 

So instead of tabbing the organization’s winningest playoff goalie (57), 
coach Bruce Cassidy will call upon Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman. 
Between them, the two have zero postseason starts, to say nothing of 
wins. 

Cassidy has yet to announce his Game 1 starter. He doesn’t have to. It 
will be Ullmark. After early turbulence, the first-year Bruin has hit a 
smooth spot in his Buffalo-to-Boston transition.  

On Thursday against Buffalo, Ullmark made the most of his final regular-
season dress rehearsal. The ex-Sabre blanked his former employer — 
his first shutout with the Bruins. 

“It’s tough to say it doesn’t mean anything because it surely is,” Ullmark 
said when asked about the significance of entering the postseason hot. 
“It builds a lot of confidence leading into the playoffs. You don’t want to 
end the regular season on a losing skid with no confidence. That’s a plus 
in my book.” 

The question is when Swayman will get his turn. 

Ullmark’s appearance Thursday was his 41st of the season. Swayman 
matched that with his 41st game in Friday’s regular-season finale, a 5-2 
loss to the Maple Leafs.  

It stands to reason, then, that a tandem that has split the net will continue 
to share it in the playoffs. It would make zero sense to deviate from the 
season-long road map. Dialogue among Cassidy, Ullmark, Swayman and 
goalie coach Bob Essensa will be critical in determining when the 
switches happen. 

“Will we run with one guy? Absolutely if he’s on,” Cassidy said. “We’re 
not going to outthink ourselves there. The discussion that will be with Bob 
is you’re playing every second night. If it starts running on, is the guy 
capable? Is he going to be at his best and able to handle that? Even 
sometimes when it looks like things are going well, you have to consider 
that so you’re not putting the goalie at a disadvantage later. What’s the 
right time to do that is always going to be the tough call. If a guy’s not on, 
we’re not afraid to go with the other guy. Because we’ve seen him play 
well. That’s also in our back pocket. That could be tough for the starter, 
knowing that. But that’s the way our year’s worked out.” 

Civian: Is the devil you know better than the devil you don’t? That’ll be 
the question for this first-round goaltending matchup if Freddie Andersen 
(lower body) is, indeed, good to go. He’s not yet skating but could be 
back on the ice any day now and could return in the first round, although 
Game 1 is looking unlikely. 

“He’s certainly working hard. Saw him in (the training room) again today. 
He’s looking good,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. 
“He’s doing everything that our medical staff’s asked him to do, and he’s 
come along nice. When he’s ready to go, you guys will be the first to 
know.” 

Look, all of us — especially Bruins fans reading this — know Andersen 
has been a consistently great regular-season goalie who is still looking 
for a signature playoff performance. His regular-season numbers against 
Boston this season were almost comically good: a 3-0-0 sweep, a 0.33 
goals-against average, a .990 save percentage, two shutouts and an 
assist. I vehemently believe the Maple Leafs’ playoff curse has been 
more about star forwards failing to score than bad goaltending, and this 
was supposed to be the season he proved that on a new team. 

There’s still a chance that’ll happen, but the doubts will linger until it 
does. 
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And what if Andersen can’t get back in net? Antti Raanta was a no-
brainer to fill the void just two weeks ago, but things have changed since 
the Canes were forced to call up young Russian goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. 
His NHL career is 3-0-0, he handled playing back-to-back games and 
he’s breathing some much-needed energy into this team. 

Carolina rode another rookie, Alex Nedeljkovic, during last season’s 
playoffs. Clearly, they aren’t afraid to go that route. 

Power outage 

Shinzawa: The dark days of the Bruins’ power play might be over. After 
staggering through an 0-for-39 free-fall through 13 games, the Bruins 
finally broke through against Buffalo on Thursday with man-up strikes by 
David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall, then went 1-for-1 on Friday, with Jake 
DeBrusk getting the goal. 

“When you’re in a slump, the team hasn’t won in a while, usually the last 
few games before they win, they play well. They just don’t quite get the 
break. I think that’s what happened a little bit with the power play,” 
Cassidy said. “Certainly not everyone was crisp. Our first one wasn’t. 
Although the second unit got a good look from (Craig Smith) and 
(Charlie) Coyle, a rebound. So you could sense it was happening. They 
got a good one to finish the night the other night against Florida. So it 
was going to come sooner or later.” 

Only time will tell whether the power play is back on track. Just about 
every factor has collided in producing the wicked downturn: poor entries, 
fumbled pucks, indifferent decision-making, bad luck, shriveled 
confidence. 

Part of that was David Pastrnak’s core injury. The team’s leading PP goal 
scorer (14) did not dress for nine of the 12 nothing-doing games. He is 
still trying to recover his peak shooting touch. 

Meanwhile, Carolina’s penalty kill has been outstanding all season. The 
Hurricanes kill the same way they play at even strength: by applying 
maximum heat on all pressure points. 

Cassidy, who is in charge of the power play, is not planning structural 
upheaval. He will run Pastrnak, Charlie McAvoy, Brad Marchand, Patrice 
Bergeron and Taylor Hall on the No. 1 unit. 

“If David had played the last month, I would have,” Cassidy said when 
asked if he was considering major changes. “But he’s been out. So let’s 
see what it looks like now that all the pieces are back together. Because 
it wasn’t like the power play was good for three months. They’ve been 
together for four years, five years. It’s been functioning pretty well over 
that entire span. So we don’t want to let one month cloud everything we 
do. Yet we’re in crunch time. So you’ve got to do what you’ve got to do to 
get it going.” 

Civian: See, Canes fans? Your team isn’t the only one struggling on the 
man advantage at the end of this regular season. 

As I wrote Friday morning, the Canes’ history of playoff power-play 
outages is more concerning to me than momentary lapses after the 
playoffs have been clinched. And it’s not like they went through an 0-for-
39 spell. 

The penalty kill, meanwhile, has remained one of the best I’ve seen. You 
look at the Canes, and you don’t find any individual award front-runners 
(Andersen is the closest, but Igor Shesterkin’s got the Vezina on lock). 
The Metropolitan Division champions have built their success on shot 
suppression and quickly turning defense into offense, sort of like the guy 
coaching them did. 

That’s especially evident on the Canes’ league-leading, 87.96 percent 
successful penalty kill. They essentially approach it as if they’re the ones 
on the power play. They send their skill guys out there and put on what I 
can only describe as a full-court press. And they are fearless. It works. Of 
course, having a traditional penalty killer as high caliber as Jordan Staal 
doesn’t hurt. 

Lineups 

Shinzawa: There are no early lineup questions for the Bruins. DeBrusk 
has settled in as the No. 1 right wing. Pastrnak is back on the second 
line. Nick Foligno has the upper hand over Anton Blidh at No. 4 left wing. 

So this is how the Bruins will roll up front: 

Forwards 

Left wing Center Right wing 

Brad Marchand 

Patrice Bergeron 

Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall 

Erik Haula 

David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic 

Charlie Coyle 

Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno 

Tomas Nosek 

Curtis Lazar 

Perhaps for a situational offensive-zone faceoff, Pastrnak will go back 
with Marchand and Bergeron. Otherwise, the top two lines are set in 
stone. 

The bottom six might be adjusted. The third line of Trent Frederic, Charlie 
Coyle and Craig Smith has cooled off. Blidh could be an energy injection 
if the Bruins require more abrasiveness later in the series. 

On the back end, the six defensemen will start this way: 

Defensemen 

Left defense Right defense 

Hampus Lindholm 

Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelcyk 

Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort 

Connor Clifton 

Had Hampus Lindholm not gotten hurt, Cassidy might have given him 
some shifts with Brandon Carlo. But Lindholm-McAvoy is the top pair he 
prefers.  

Connor Clifton will be the one to watch over the series. Mike Reilly is 
waiting for his turn. Reilly’s puck play is stronger than Clifton’s. But Reilly 
would have to play his off side next to Derek Forbort. He is also not as 
physical as Clifton. 

Civian: No early lineup questions for the Bruins, but several for the 
Canes. 

We’ve addressed the sudden goalie controversy, and the surplus of 
depth forwards is another question. As Jesperi Kotkaniemi returns to the 
lineup after a minor injury, the Canes are looking at some difficult 
decisions regarding the bottom of the lineup. 

Derek Stepan was built for the playoffs, and he seems to score almost 
every time he gets back into the lineup after being (sometimes unfairly) 
scratched. He’s earned his spot. But I can’t imagine Brind’Amour will start 
things by scratching alternate captain Jordan Martinook, and assuming 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 30, 2022 

 

Steven Lorentz is one of the healthy scratches, the Canes need to 
determine one more odd forward out. Chances are it’s Stepan, just 
because Brind’Amour knows he can mentally handle it. Dropping him into 
the lineup after a loss could serve as a strategic weapon, as well. 

I wonder if Brind’Amour will keep rookie Seth Jarvis on the first line or opt 
for a more experienced combination of Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. One thing’s for certain: The defensively 
dominant combo of Nino Niederreiter, Staal and Jesper Fast is staying 
put and taking the brunt of the tough matchups. 

Lamborghini vs. Prius 

Shinzawa: Since 2016, only three players have more points than 
Marchand. Vincent Trocheck is not one of them.  

You could see, then, why Marchand (504 points) fancies himself as a 
Lamborghini while classifying Trocheck (294) as a Prius. It’s too bad 
Marchand deleted his Instagram post that detailed this juxtaposition.  

Brad Marchand responds on Instagram: 

"This is like comparing a Lambo to a Prius." 

(And yes, he included the https://t.co/sv6mdSThSq pages.) 
https://t.co/1IFb0i1rJp pic.twitter.com/jej9VOK8ln 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) January 18, 2022 

The Lambo, however, is at risk of first-round dents. Marchand 
acknowledged after his six-game sitdown for his nonsense with Tristan 
Jarry that his next suspension would be a big one. The Hurricanes would 
not mind if Marchand lost his cool once more and missed some of the 
series. 

Marchand, then, is at risk of being a perpetual target for Trocheck, 
Niederreiter, Martinook and others. It wouldn’t hurt the Hurricanes to 
slash, cross-check and face-wash Marchand at every turn with 
provocation in mind.      

Marchand has no choice but to turn his cheek. He simply cannot engage 
in horseplay. The league will be watching every move. 

Civian: The Canes were utterly dominant over the Bruins in the regular 
season. It was the first time in franchise history that they swept Boston. 
The players wouldn’t admit it, but I suspect at least some of it had to do 
with the Lamborghini comment — especially the ensuing 7-1 thrashing. 

Though I don’t take too much stock in the regular season against a team 
as playoff-tested as the Bruins, I do think the way the Canes handled 
Marchand’s comment is a good sign for any future shenanigans. 

Don’t let the obvious Marchand storyline distract you from the darkhorse 
villain of the series, though: Erik Haula. 

The Canes traded Haula for Trocheck at the 2020 deadline, and even 
though it’s worked out for Carolina, there was clearly some bad blood on 
both sides with the way that ended. It made for a super fun series against 
Nashville last season, and I expect Haula to be on his A-game again this 
time around. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Closing out ‘a real special year’ and looking 
ahead to what’s next 

 

Sara Civian6-8 minutes 29/04/2022 

 

As neverending as the basically meaningless period between clinching 
the playoffs and playing in the playoffs has felt, it’s still hard to believe 

Thursday’s 6-3 win over the Devils was the last game of the Hurricanes’ 
regular season. 

Time flies when you’re breaking the franchise points record, or however 
that old phrase goes. 

Yep, despite all of our complaints about this team throughout the 2021-
22 season, the Hurricanes set new single-season franchise records for 
wins (54) and points (116). The team they passed in both categories won 
the Stanley Cup in 2005-06, with Rod Brind’Amour as its captain. 

“If you really think about it, that’s a grind,” said Brind’Amour, now the 
Hurricanes’ coach. “To do it the way our group did it is pretty special. 
Unfortunately, how much do you really want to enjoy it? We want to get 
to that next phase, and that starts next week. To put a little capper on it, I 
think it’s been a real special year. We didn’t really have any down time. 
We had a few games where it didn’t go our way, but there were no 
stretches where it was bad. We just didn’t get some wins. The guys have 
been real special that way this year.” 

Those are the vibes the team is feeling after a win in which it was able to 
try out some weird lines and bench key players. What about your vibes? 

Here’s our final vibe check of the regular season. 

OK, here’s the thing: You have every right to be worried about the power 
play heading into the playoffs. But if it makes you feel any better, the 
potential-first-round-opponent Bruins had been in an 0-for-39 stretch on 
the power play before finally getting a few against the Sabres on 
Thursday. Zero-for-39! Yes, David Pastrnak had been out for a lot of that, 
but I try to calm you guys down about this time of year in particular for a 
reason. It’s not that concerning. Unless you’re worrying about the 
Hurricanes’ inability to score on the power play in previous playoff runs. 
In that case, I’ll tell you that worries me a bit, too. 

I won’t post Dougie Hamilton’s stat line from Thursday’s game. I won’t 
post Dougie Hamilton’s stat line from Thursday’s game. I won’t post 
Dougie Hamilton’s stat line from Thursday’s game. 

You are right. 

LGC is completely chill? In this economy? 

Totally. This is exactly what I’ve been focusing on for the past few weeks. 
How are the kids and those who had been struggling this season doing 
as we head into the playoffs? Jesperi Kotkaniemi returned from injury 
Thursday to score a goal and two assists in the first period. Martin Necas 
has a goal and three points in his past two games. Seth Jarvis is riding a 
seven-game point streak. I think the kids are all right. 

“Yeah, it was actually easier than I thought to get back in the pace,” 
Kotkaniemi said after Thursday’s game. “I think those couple games 
helped before in Colorado. I think it was good.” 

The swagger is indeed peaking at the right time, and the Canes end their 
regular season how they started it: on a winning streak. The nine-game 
streak at the beginning of the season made the Canes the top team in 
the league at that point. And no team will enter the playoffs with a streak 
longer than their current six-game one. Brind’Amour had that one 
inspiring pre-game speech about adversity, and the post-clinching 
inconsistency turned around. 

A few more observations as we put the regular season in the past: 

• These Canes broke various, aforementioned records, but I bet 
Brind’Amour was proudest of the Jennings, awarded annually to the 
goaltenders of the team with the fewest goals allowed during the regular 
season (minimum 25 games played). That’s obviously props to Freddie 
Andersen and Antti Raanta, but the whole team revolves around a game 
of shot suppression. “It’s definitely a team award,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Obviously you’ve got to have good goalies to have a good team. It’s a 
good little capper to the season. Good commitment from the group. We 
talked about it this morning, that this year to this point has been really 
special for a lot of reasons. That’s another one.” 
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• For whatever it’s worth, Andersen ended the regular season with a 35-
14-3 record (the seventh-most wins in the league), a 2.17 goals-against 
average (second), a .922 save percentage (third) and, per Money Puck, 
27.8 goals saved above expected (third). His save percentage above 
expected on unblocked shots was second, again per MoneyPuck. Raise 
your hand if you saw that coming. (Slowly raises hand before turning 
around to give myself another pat on the back.) 

• What are we most excited about heading into the playoffs? What are we 
concerned about? Will we ever find out who the first-round opponent is? 
Let’s talk in the comments. 
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The Hurricanes had the Bruins’ number this season. Here’s a closer look 
at Boston’s first-round opponent. 

 

By Andrew Mahoney Globe Staff,Updated April 29, 2022, 9:54 p.m. 

 

We now know the Bruins’ opponent for the first round of the playoffs. 

The Carolina Hurricanes won the NHL’s Metropolitan Division and 
finished with the second-best record in the Eastern Conference. They 
clinched the division title and set a franchise record for most wins and 
points in a season (54-20-8, 116 points) with a 4-3 win over the Rangers 
at Madison Square Garden Tuesday night. 

Here are some early observations for the first-round series: 

▪ This is the third postseason meeting in four seasons for the two teams. 

The Bruins swept the Hurricanes in the 2019 Eastern Conference final. 
Carolina had reached the postseason for the first time in 10 years that 
season, then stunned the Washington Capitals in seven games in the 
first round and swept the New York Islanders in the second round. 

The teams met again in the first round in 2020, with the Bruins prevailing 
in the bubble in five games. 

In both meetings, the Bruins were the higher seed, but that will not be the 
case this time around, with the series opening next week at PNC Arena 
in Raleigh, N.C. 

▪ Things were different this year, at least in the regular season. 

The Hurricanes swept the series vs. the Bruins, winning all three games 
by a combined score of 16-1. 

In the sixth game of the season, a 3-0 loss on Oct. 28 saw the Bruins fail 
to convert on a 5-on-3. Two of Carolina’s goals went off a Bruins skater, 
while the third was an empty-netter. 

The Bruins entered the Jan. 18 matchup having won eight of nine, but 
goalie Tuukka Rask, making his second start of the season, surrendered 
five goals on 12 shots before being pulled after the first period. The 
Hurricanes added two more goals for a 7-1 win on the night the Bruins 
retired Willie O’Ree’s No. 22 jersey. 

The Hurricanes returned to TD Garden three weeks later to face a Bruins 
team that was without Brad Marchard (suspension) and Patrice Bergeron 
(head laceration) and delivered another beatdown, 6-0. 

▪ Who’s in goal for Carolina? 

The Bruins can take solace in the fact that they appear to be getting 
healthy as the enter the postseason. The same cannot be said for the 
Hurricanes. Starting goalie Frederik Andersen left an April 16 road game 
against Colorado with a lower-body injury and has yet to return. Backup 

Antti Raanta exited Sunday’s victory over the Islanders in the second 
period with a lower body injury. 

Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov made his NHL debut Saturday and has 
appeared in three games, winning them all for Carolina. Kochetkov got 
the start against the Rangers Tuesday and recorded 34 saves. Raanta 
was healthy enough to serve as backup, and got the start in the season 
finale, recording 27 saves in a 6-3 win over New Jersey. 

Andersen, who came out on the short end against the Bruins in playoff 
series in 2018 and 2019 when he was with Toronto, started all three 
games against the Bruins this season, stopping 98 of 99 shots. His 2.17 
goals against average was a career best, while his .922 save percentage 
was second only to the .923 he posted his rookie season in 2013-14 in 
28 games with the Ducks. 

▪ Aho leads the way. 

Sebastian Aho leads the Hurricanes in scoring with a line of 37-44—81. 
He was selected in the second round of the 2015 draft, 35th overall. The 
Bruins had picks 13, 14, and 15 that year, and took Jakub Zboril, Jake 
DeBrusk, and Zach Senyshyn. 

Andrei Svechniko (30-39—69) and Teuvo Teravainen (21-43—64) also 
eclipsed the 60-point mark for Carolina. Tony DeAngelo is tops in points 
among the team’s defensemen with 10-41—51. 

Captain Jordan Staal has been dealing with an upper-body injury he 
suffered on a hit from Colorado’s Cale Makar earlier this month. He has 
returned to action, but did not play in Thursday’s season finale against 
the Devils. 

▪ The man behind the bench 

In 2018, Rod Brind’Amour was named head coach for a Carolina team 
that had not reached the playoffs since 2009. The Hurricanes have 
reached the postseason in each of his four seasons behind the bench. In 
2021, he won the Jack Adams Award as NHL coach of the year. Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy won the award the previous year. 

Brind’Amour played 21 seasons in the NHL, including the final 10 with 
the Hurricanes before retiring in 2010. He finished his playing career with 
452 goals and 732 assists, and won a Stanley Cup with the Hurricanes in 
2006. He spent seven seasons as an assistant with Carolina before 
ascending to head coach. 

Boston Globe LOADED: 04.30.2022 

1243318 Boston Bruins 

 

Maple Leafs ride early lead to victory over Bruins, who will now face 
Carolina in first round 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated April 29, 2022, 9:42 p.m. 

 

Next up: the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Bruins closed out their 82-game, 196-day regular season Friday 
night with a 5-2  loss in Toronto, delivering the Black-and-Gold to a first-
round playoff series with the Canes that will begin with Games 1 and 2 
next week in Raleigh, N.C. 

The Bruins finished the season with a 51-26-5 (107 points) record, 
securing the first wildcard playoff spot in the Eastern Conference. The 
Canes, 54-20-8, wrapped up their regular season on Thursday as the top 
dog in Metropolitan Division. 

“Strong team, obviously, they had their way with us this year,” said Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy, noting the Canes swept the Bruins in their three 
meetings in the regular season. “Some of that was a while ago — I think 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • April 30, 2022 

 

our team’s in a much better place than when we played them earlier in 
the year.” 

It will be the third time in four seasons that the Bruins and Canes have 
met in the post-season. In 2019, the Bruins swept the Canes, 4-0, in the 
Eastern Conference Final en route to facing the St. Louis Blues in the 
Cup Final. The following year, at the “Bubble’ playoffs in Toronto, the 
Bruins knocked the Canes out, 4-1, in the first best-of-seven series of the 
playoffs for each team. 

But this is a much faster, skilled and better scoring Canes squad than the 
two Rod Brind’Amour–coached iterations hat went 1-8 against the Bruins 
in their last two playoff meetings. 

“We love our lineup … we love everyone we have in that locker room,” 
said Bruins center Charlie Coyle. “We have plenty of ammo that, you 
know, whatever injuries or whatever happens in the playoffs — guys can 
come up and step right in and make an impact. That’s what good teams 
have.” 

William Nylander’s two goals paced the Leafs in their final win of the 
regular season, the Blue-and-White finishing with a 54-21-7 record. Trent 
Frederic and Jake DeBrusk (PPG) scored for the Bruins, who finished the 
season with a 255-220 (+35) goal differential. 

The Bruins displayed a more balanced, potent attack beginning Jan. 1 
this season when Cassidy modified his top two lines, eventually settling 
on a top-six attack of Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-DeBrusk and 
Taylor Hall-Erik Haula-David Pastrnak. 

Friday night, Mikheyev, Nylander and Nick Abruzzese all scored in the 
first period, staking the Toronto to the 3-1 lead in the opening 20:00, a 
period that began with Frederic providing a 1-0 lead with his eighth goal 
of the season at 1:10 of the first. 

The Leafs soon got to work after Frederic’s goal, Mikheyev knotting it, 1-
1, at 3:51 on a power play — a double minor for high sticking assessed 
to rookie Marc McLaughlin for his errant swipe at Mark Giordano. The 
front half of the 4:00 penalty had just expired when Mikheyev tipped 
home Giordano’s 58-foot wrister from the right point. 

Nylander’s first goal, his 33rd this season, also came with help from 
McLaughlin, who saw Nylander race down ice on a  breakaway after 
pokechecking the puck of McLaughlin’s stick just inside the Bruins 
offensive blue line 

Finally, the season-long bugaboo, a goal allowed in the final minute of 
the period, cost the Bruins a third goal. With only 6.7 seconds to go  
before the break, Morgan Rielly snapped off a 50-foot wrister from above 
the left wing circle and Abruzzese tipped it home for his first career goal. 
The 5-foot-9-inchpivot, drafted No. 124 in 2019 by the Leafs, finished 
second in Harvard scoring this season with 33 points prior to turning pro. 

Neither side connected for a goal in the second, a period in which 
DeBrusk gave the Bruins bench a brief scare when he went down in a 
heap at 2:50 in the left wing corner of the offensive end. DeBrusk 
remained on the ice for a while, but finally regained his feet and made it 
back to the bench under his own power. He did not miss a shift. 

“He said he felt fine, so he stayed in the game,” said Cassidy, noting the 
usual bangs and bruises teams have at this point of the season. “I expect 
us to be 100 percent healthy on Monday.” 

The Leafs, secure with their No. 2 seed in the Atlantic, chose not to suit 
up star forwards Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, and John Tavares. 
Fittingly, they did not have their usual offensive jump. The Bruins rested 
eight regulars, including five of their top six forwards. 

“No matter who we got — Toronto, Carolina, and last week the Rangers 
were in the mix — it doesn’t matter, they’re all good teams,” said 
Cassidy. “They’ve all got certain strengths and we expect Carolina to a 
tough opponent. They’re a great-skating team. They press.  They check 
well. We feel we can do the same thing, so it should be a great series.” 
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With Bruins’ top players given the night off, reinforcements from 
Providence get some ice time 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated April 29, 2022, 6:42 p.m. 

 

Appearing content to finish with the first wildcard spot in the East, the 
Bruins Friday night gave all their top-drawer forwards and defensemen 
the night off for their tilt in Toronto, the final game of the 82-game 
regular-season slate. 

When the night was over, the Bruins were 5-2 losers, and their No. 1 
wildcard spot in the East landed them a first-round playoff matchup with 
the Canes. 

Up front, coach Bruce Cassidy suited up Jake DeBrusk as the lone 
member of the top six forwards. DeBrusk’s linemates‚ Brad Marchand 
and Patrice Bergeron (hat trick in Thursday’s 5-0 whitewash of the 
Sabres), both were home in the Boston ‘burbs for the 7:08 pm faceoff. 

Cassidy also treated his entire second line — Taylor Hall, Erik Haula, and 
David Pastrnak — to a night off, which allowed Chris Wagner, Oskar 
Steen, and Jack Studnicka a few shifts wearing varsity sweaters. 

In back, No. 1 partners Charlie McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm also were 
among those granted hall passes. Matt Grzelcyk, hindered of late by a 
niggling injury, joined his fellow blueliners for an evening’s rest. 

The three scratches on defense were replaced with Jack Ahcan, Mike 
Reilly, and Josh Brown. 

Headed into the night, the Bruins had a chance to move up a peg in the 
East. A win or possibly even an overtime loss gave them the prospect of 
possibly surpassing Tampa for the No. 3 spot in the Atlantic Division 
standings (pending Tampa’s outcome on Long Island). 

However, the loss to Toronto made it all a moot point. Not that it 
mattered, really, because the Lightning rolled to a 6-4 over the Isles in 
Elmont, N.Y. 

Tough time traveling 

The Bruins broke from their travel routine, their flight from Hanscom Field 
in Bedford not departing until early afternoon on Friday, after players 
originally reported for takeoff soon after wrapping up the win over Buffalo 
on Causeway St. 

“We were on the tarmac last night, and unfortunately the aircraft couldn’t 
take off,” Cassidy explained during his media Zoom session shortly after 
4:30 p.m. “We went home, tried it again today, and here we are, we 
made it.” 

Some 20 years ago, the Bruins had a rash of flights delayed or 
postponed due to mechanical issues when working with a charter 
company named “Time.” 

One media wag, in those days a regular member of the traveling party, 
nicknamed it the “Sometimes Time Doesn’t Fly” charter company. 

A short stint 

According to Cassidy, most of Friday’s callups from AHL Providence, 
which included Wagner, Ahcan, Steen, and Studnicka, will be pointed 
back to Providence on Saturday to join the Providence Bruins for the 
Calder Cup playoffs. 

“We won’t keep a large group,” said Cassidy, asked what he envisions as 
the size of the playoff roster. “Simply because I think it’s more beneficial 
for them to be in live action and playing and getting their reps — getting 
into a playoff mode in case we need them. And also for their own benefit 
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going forward. I mean, it’s playoff hockey. No matter what league you’re 
in, it’s meaningful games.” 

Pastrnak’s 40 goals lead team 

Playing Thursday night in his 72nd game of the season, Pastrnak potted 
his 40th goal and finished as the club’s leading goal-scorer … Marchand, 
32-48 — 80, finished as the club’s points leader for the fifth time in the 
last six seasons … Jeremy Swayman, who allowed four goals on 26 
Toronto shots, finished his rookie season with a 23-14-9 record …Post-
game, Cassidy chose not to reveal his starter in Game 1 … As midnight 
approached, the NHL had not released dates and times for the Bruins-
Canes series. It has been widely speculated that the best-of-seven series 
will open Monday in Raleigh, followed by Game 2 on Wednesday, with 
the next two games on Causeway St. on Friday and Sunday (Mother’s 
Day). 
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Friday night’s results will determine if Bruins face Maple Leafs or 
Hurricanes in the playoffs 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff,Updated April 29, 2022, 9:58 a.m. 

 

The Bruins, fresh off their 5-0 blanking of the Sabres, awakened in 
Toronto Friday morning still not sure if they’ll face the Canes or the Leafs 
when the playoffs open next week. 

To review the options in play ahead of their 7:08 p.m. puck drop Friday 
vs. the Leafs: 

The Bruins (107 points) can clinch the No. 3 seed in the East, and 
therefore face Toronto in the first round, if: 

▪ They defeat the Leafs and the Lightning (108) lose Friday night in 
regulation on Long Island. 

▪They defeat the Leafs and the Lightning lose in overtime. Both clubs 
then would finish with 109 points, but the Bruins would clinch per the first 
tiebreaker (total number of regulation wins). As of Friday morning, the 
Bruins had 40 regulation wins, two more than Tampa. 

Otherwise, if Tampa defeats the Islanders, be it in regulation or overtime, 
it would finish with 110 points, thus edging the Bruins by either by one, 
two or three points and therefore locking down the No. 3 seed in the 
Atlantic Division. 

If the Bruins end up where they were Friday morning, locked into the top 
wild-card spot, they will open the playoffs on the road with a best-of-
seven series vs. the Canes, who have clinched the No. 1 spot in the 
Metro. 

If the Bruins jiggle up into the No. 3 spot in the East, they’ll open right 
where they were Friday morning, in Toronto, to take on the Leafs in a 
best-of-seven. 

The Lightning, if finishing ahead of the Bruins, will draw the Leafs. If they 
slip into the first wild-card spot, they will face the Canes. 

There is no circumstance in which the Bruins can clinch home ice for first 
round. In all likelihood, though dates have not been finalized, Game 3 of 
their series will be at the Garden on Friday, May 6, followed by Game 4 
on Sunday, May 8, Mother’s Day. 
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Bruins get playoff date with Carolina after loss to Leafs 

 

Steve Conroy6-8 minutes 30/04/2022 

 

After 82 regular-season games, the Bruins finally have their playoff 
opponent. 

A mostly JV Bruins’ squad dropped a 5-2 decision to a similarly 
assembled Toronto Maple Leafs lineup on Friday at Scotiabank Arena, 
earning the B’s a date with the Carolina Hurricanes. The ‘Canes, of 
course, swept the season series, 3-0, by a combined score of 16-1. But 
with the way the B’s approached Friday’s regular-season finale, it doesn’t 
appear that they feared Carolina any more than they would have the 
Leafs, who also swept the season series against the B’s and would have 
been the other potential opponent if the B’s could have beaten them on 
Friday. But as it turned out, a win in Toronto would not have mattered 
because the Lightning came back to beat the Islanders, which earned the 
Bolts a date with the Maple Leafs in the first round. 

There’s no doubt the Hurricanes would like a crack at the B’s. While the 
Black an Gold have tormented the Leafs with three Game 7 victories in 
the last decade, the ‘Canes have learned some hard lessons at the B’s 
knees, too. In 2019, the B’s swept Carolina in the Eastern Conference 
Finals. Then in the bubble playoffs in 2020, the B’s bounced the ‘Canes 
from the first round in five games. 

The series will open at PNC Arena on Monday. 

“Strong team, obviously. They had their way with us this year. Some of 
that was a while ago and I think our team is in a much better place than 
when we played them earlier in the year, so we’re not going to take too 
much stock in that,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “We have had success 
against them in the playoffs recently. Again, two different teams, so we 
can’t take too much stock in that, either, other than that it does give some 
experience for you. I’ve said that no matter who we got, Toronto, 
Carolina, the Rangers or Tampa, whatever, it doesn’t matter. They’re all 
good teams. They all have certain strengths. We expect Carolina to be a 
difficult opponent. They press, they’re a great skating team, they check 
well. We feel we can do the same thing, so it should be a great series.” 

While the season series has been lopsided in the Hurricanes favor, there 
were some extenuating circumstances that have to be factored in when 
handicapping this series. The first game was back in October when the 
B’s had not yet hit on the line combinations that turned their season 
around in January. In the last game on Feb. 10, the B’s were without both 
Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron. And Hampus Lindholm, who has 
added a different dynamic since being acquired at the deadline, was not 
yet a member of the Bruins for any of the matchups. 

“We love our lineup. We love everyone we have in that locker room, even 
guys who are out of the lineup,” said Charlie Coyle. “We have plenty of 
ammo that if there’s injuries or whatever happens. You never know 
what’s going to happen in the playoffs. Guys come in and step right in 
and make an impact. That’s what good teams have. We have a lot of 
depth that way. But we love what we have in there. We’re really confident 
and we’re just itching to get going.” 

The B’s, sitting five of their top six forwards and three of their top four 
defensemen, started out just fine on Friday. The third line — the B’s de 
facto first line on Friday — got on the board just 1:10 into the game. Trent 
Frederic jammed home a loose puck between Erik Kallgren’s pads for his 
eighth of the season. 

That was it for Bruins highlights in the first. 

The Leafs scored three times to go into the break up 3-1. Marc 
McLaughlin had a rough period. First, he clipped Mark Giordano in the 
face with his stick and drew blood, earning a double-minor. Three 
seconds into the second penalty, Ilya Mikheyev deflected home a 
Giordano shot to tie the game at 3:51. 
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The Leafs took the lead on a second McLaughlin miscue. Carrying the 
puck out high in the offensive zone, McLaughlin got stripped of the puck 
by William Nylander, who took off on a breakaway. Nylander went 
backhand-to-forehand and tucked it around Jeremy Swayman’s left pad 
for the 2-1 lead. 

Then the B’s bugaboo, the last-minute goal, raised its ugly head again. 
With time ticking down, Jack Studnicka’s weak clear attempt was 
stopped by Morgan Rielly at the left point. Rielly’s shot was tipped past 
Swayman by Nicholas Abruzzese with 6.7 seconds left in the period. It 
was then a chase game and the B’s never quite caught up. 

A scary moment occurred early in the second period. With a head of 
steam going, Jake DeBrusk tried to reach around Justin Holl for a loose 
puck, but Holl bumped him. DeBrusk lost his balance and crashed 
heavily into the boards back-first. As his stick went flying, it appeared as 
though he may have been injured. But after being attended to by the 
medical staff, DeBrusk skated off under his own power and did not miss 
a shift. He scored his 25th of the season in the third on the power play. 

Cassidy feels good about his team’s health. 

“Jake went down awkwardly. We talked about it and he said he felt fine 
so he stayed in the game. No one else (got hurt) tonight that I’m aware 
of,” said Cassidy. “Things could crop up (Saturday). Couple of bumps 
and bruises, some guys are just maintenance days today. Other guys 
needed a breather. I expect us to be 100% healthy on Monday.” 

Perhaps the only noteworthy performance from the B’s on Friday was 
from veteran Chris Wagner. Sent to Providence at the end of training 
camp, he played in his first NHL game of the season and he looked like 
he appreciated it. He dished out 11 hits in 15:57 of ice time and he may 
have earned himself a spot on the Black Aces with the big club. 

“I thought he played very well, played to his strengths, finished every 
check, he was around the front of the net. He played some PK minutes. 
We know he can contribute there. He’s willing to block shots and has a 
good stick,” said Cassidy. “But yes, I liked his game a lot. We kept Marc 
around here a while. He’s a young guy and we gave him some looks and 
he responded early on, so a little bit of that was evaluating where he was 
in his pro career. But that’s a big ask to go in in the playoffs, but he was 
here to get some experience. Wags we know has played in those 
situations before. So we have that in the back of our mind. We’ll make 
those calls in the next couple of days, but I certainly think he was one of 
our better players in terms of playing a complete 200-foot game.” 
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Bruins notebook: Fourth line doing the job 

 

Steve Conroy4-5 minutes 29/04/2022 

 

There is plenty to like about the Bruins’ fourth line. Tomas Nosek, Nick 
Foligno and Curtis Lazar are all fairly savvy veterans, can all take 
faceoffs, have developed a chemistry down the stretch and have been 
strong at keeping at keeping good lines to the outside or even back in 
their own zone. 

But don’t hold your breath waiting for a goal. 

Lazar, who went into Friday’s regular season finale with a career high 
eight goals, has not scored since April 10. Foligno, with a career-low two 
goals, has not scored since March 1. And Nosek, stuck on three goals, 
had not scored since Jan. 2. 

That’s a serious power outage. But if the trio can continue to do their 
grunt work as well as they have been — and all of them do seem to relish 
in it — then coach Bruce Cassidy is pleased with what they bring. 

“They’re giving us better puck possession in the O-zone, which is a good 
thing for the fourth line. We obviously want that to translate into offense 
and goals when you can, but that’s a win for us if they can check well and 
do it with the puck,” said Cassidy prior to Friday’s game. “It tires out the 
other team. It builds some momentum for the other lines. They really 
have been pretty stout defensively and that’s their first job. They’ve got a 
lot of D-zone starts. We’re trying to incorporate some O-zone starts but 
they’re going to have to win some faceoffs in order to get that consistent 
opportunity. So, yes, I’m stating the obvious, we’d like some offense but 
that’s not the primary goal from that line. I think what they’ve been doing 
lately is being clean in their own end. They’re managing some pucks, 
they put some pressure on the other teams’ D when they’re playing in the 
O-zone. That’s been beneficial for us.” 

Night off for regulars 

As expected, many of the regulars were given the night off on Friday. 

Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, Taylor Hall, Erik Haula, David 
Pastrnak, Hampus Lindholm, Matt Grzelcyk and Charlie McAvoy were 
kept out of the lineup to keep them as fresh as possible for their first 
round opponent. 

Chris Wagner, sent down to Providence at the end of camp, was making 
his first appearance with Boston while Oskar Steen, Jack Studnicka and 
Jack Ahcan also went in against the Leafs. 

Cassidy before the game that there are a few players with some aches, 
but he hopes to be as healthy as any team is at this time of year. 

“We’re not 100%. I don’t think any team is. We’ve got a few bumps and 
bruises,” said Cassidy. “But let’s get though tonight and we’re hopeful 
we’ll have everybody available for Game 1. Again, things could change 
between now and Monday. But that’s what most teams want, to have 
access to all your players and use them as you see fit. That’s the most 
important thing. Second is playing good hockey. There’s some teams 
that can flip a switch going into the playoffs. I don’t think too many can do 
that. I don’t think we fall into that category. Playing some good consistent 
hockey, playing to your identity I think is important at this time of year and 
we’ve done a lot of that of late. That bodes well for us, as well as our 
health.” 

The Leafs took the same approach, sitting Auston Matthews, Mitch 
Marner, John Tavares and Jack Campbell. 

Small taxi squad expected 

Most of of the Providence players who were brought up for Friday’s game 
will head right back down for to play in the P-Bruins’ Calder Cup run, for 
however long it lasts. Cassidy does not want to keep a large Black Aces 
contingent. 

“They have their own playoff and I think you’re better off playing,” said 
Cassidy. “Obviously we’ll have some guys as extra guys here. But we 
won’t keep a large group, simply because I think it’s more beneficial for 
them to be in live action and playing and getting their reps and getting 
into playoff mode in case we need them, and also for their own benefit 
going forward. It’s playoff hockey, no matter what league you’re in. It’s 
meaningful games and all young kids, if they have the opportunity, they 
should be playing in them.”… 

It sounds like it was a good road trip to skip for some of the regulars. The 
B’s sat on he tarmac at Hanscom on Thursday night but plane issues 
prevented them from taking off. They had to fly out on Friday morning. 
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A real Stanley Cup contender? Bruins make statement with win vs. 
Panthers 

 

by Nick Goss5-6 minutes 

 

BOSTON -- Excitement for the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs is ramping up, 
and Tuesday night's atmosphere at TD Garden served as compelling 
evidence. 

Whether it was Todd Angilly's fired-up rendition of the Star-Spangled 
Banner, the raucous energy level of the Boston crowd or the six goals 
and physical play between the B's and first-place Florida Panthers, you 
could easily tell that the postseason is right around the corner. 

And the Bruins very much look like a team ready for the playoffs. After 
beating the Panthers 4-2, the B's have now won five of their last six 
games with two more remaining in the regular season. 

Florida entered Tuesday's matchup with 16 wins in its last 18 matchups 
and a league-leading 120 points. The Panthers recently broke the 2018-
19 Tampa Bay Lightning's league record for most goals scored in a 
single season with 319. They are an offensive juggernaut.  

But the Bruins frustrated the Panthers throughout the evening, rarely 
giving them a good look at the net, especially after the first period. The 
Bruins outscored the Panthers 2-0 and outshot them 19-8 at 5-on-5 over 
the final 40 minutes. B's goalie Linus Ullmark only had to make 19 saves 
overall. 

"I thought it was a good test for the group," Bruins center Erik Haula said. 
"Florida is a high-powered offensive team. Keeping them to two goals is 
good. We'll just keep growing our confidence. We're getting close to the 
end. It's starting to become more clear as the days (go by) of who we will 
play (in Round 1). I think today was perfect." 

Ranking Bruins' potential first-round opponents in 2022 playoffs 

Boston was protecting a one-goal lead most of the third period and held 
the league's top offensive team to just two shots on goal. Panthers left 
winger Jonathan Huberdeau ranks second in the league in scoring with 
115 points, but he was a non-factor versus the Bruins with only one shot 
on net and zero points. Patrice Bergeron and his line did an excellent job 
slowing down Huberdeau. 

Head coach Bruce Cassidy's game plan was solid, and the team 
executed it at a high level. 

"We just kept pressuring them," Haula said. "We had guys above them. 
The D did a good job holding the blue line and making them dump pucks 
in. That's probably not their first option or what they want to do, so I think 
we stuck to our game plan and did a good job with it." 

Tuesday's performance illustrates just how good the Bruins are capable 
of playing against the elite teams, and why they can't be excluded when 
debating the top Stanley Cup contenders with the 2022 playoffs set to 
begin next Monday. 

Any squad that defends as well as the Bruins has a chance to make a 
deep playoff run, and Boston leads the league in several key defensive 
metrics during 5-on-5 action. 

Over the last two weeks, the Bruins have beaten the highest-scoring 
team in the league (Panthers), the third-highest scoring team in the 
league (Blues), the 11th-highest scoring-team in the league (Penguins) 
and the team with the fourth-best power play (Rangers). Boston also has 
beaten the Lightning twice since March 24 and gave up a combined three 
goals in those games. 

The Bruins likely will face several of the league's top-scoring teams in the 
playoffs if they're going to reach the Cup Final. For example, the Toronto 
Maple Leafs and Carolina Hurricanes are the most likely Round 1 

opponents for the Bruins, and they rank second and ninth, respectively, 
in goals scored per game. 

How Carolina goalie Frederik Andersen's injury could impact Bruins in 
playoffs 

Luckily for the Bruins, they are well-equipped to beat these teams with a 
fantastic defensive structure, an elite shut-down pairing in Charlie 
McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm, and a goalie in Ullmark playing at a 
Vezina-level since mid-March. 

"We've done a really good job (against these high-scoring teams). That's 
the identity I talk about," Bruins forward Taylor Hall said. "As we go into 
the playoffs, whoever we play -- Carolina is really good offensively, they 
generate a lot of chances with speed and forechecking. Florida is more of 
a rush team. New York is good in the zone and moves pucks quickly. 
Whoever it is, we'll have to be good defensively, and that's our identity. 

"It's not something we have to change or do anything different. We just 
have to play that structure well. It's fun shutting down other teams, 
especially our line. We're an offensive line, but when we're good in our 
end, the sky is the limit. I feel like our whole team buys into that." 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Fall Short Vs. Maple Leafs 

 

Published 5 hours ago on April 29, 2022 By Joe Haggerty4-5 minutes 
30/04/2022 

 

Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 5-2 loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs at the Scotiabank Centre on Friday night. 

GOLD STAR: William Nylander led the way for the Maple Leafs on a 
night when Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner both sat out the regular 
season finale, and scored a pair of goals in the victory for Toronto. 
Nylander finished with the two goals and a plus-2 rating in 19:22 of ice 
time to go along with four shots on net, six shot attempts overall and 
three takeaways in a truly strong all-around game with so many key 
players missing on both sides. Certainly Mark Giordano is worth 
recognition as well for his plus-3 rating and assist in a strong 
performance on Toronto’s back end, but Nylander was the guy that filled 
the starring role for Toronto. Nylander finished with a very strong 34 
goals for the Maple Leafs and goes into the postseason with some 
momentum on his side. 

BLACK EYE: Tough night for the kids as Jack Studnicka and Marc 
McLaughlin combined for a minus-6 rating and did not look good against 
Toronto’s offensive skill and speed. After an impressive start to his career 
with the Boston Bruins, McLaughlin in particular has scuffled a little bit 
and looked like a young pro that might not be ready for the playoff 
pressure cooker. That’s where a veteran player like Chris Wagner comes 
into play with his experience and poise during the high-stakes playoffs, 
and where youngsters like Studnicka and McLaughlin don’t have a 
chance at cracking the NHL roster until they put a lot of work in. 

TURNING POINT: The Boston Bruins looked like they were in good 
shape after Trent Frederic scored just 70 seconds into the game, but 
Toronto exploded for offense early and often while building up a 3-1 lead 
at the end of the first intermission. That was enough for the Bruns, who 
scored another goal later in the afternoon on a sweet, hard-working Jake 
DeBrusk power play strike. That’s right, the Boston Bruins have scored 
power play goals in two straight games, but that momentary special 
teams burst didn’t stop the Maple Leafs from skating all over the Bruins 
with Bergeron and Marchand out of the lineup. 
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HONORABLE MENTION: Chris Wagner was arguably the best player on 
the ice for the Boston Bruins, and certainly he was one of Boston’s best 
players in his first taste of NHL action this season after spending the year 
in the minors. The call-up to the Bruins for Wagner as regulars like Brad 
Marchand and Patrice Bergeron, well-deserved with his 400 career goals 
in Boston, got the night off in Boston was a perfect scenario for the 
Walpole native. It was pretty clear that Wagner was looking to open eyes 
and remind the Boston Bruins decision-makers about what he brings to 
the table, and he did just that with two shots on net and 11 hits in 15:24 
of action. That he did that after posting 15 goals and 27 points for the 
Providence Bruins while being a good soldier and a veteran leader in a 
clearly difficult situation speaks volumes about Wagner and his 
professionalism. The bottom line is that Wagner did everything that he 
needed to do on Friday night to again become a possible black ace 
option for the Bruins moving forward. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 25 – the number of goals this season for Jake 
DeBrusk in a big bounce-back season after scoring just 5 goals for the 
B’s last year. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “Once you’re in the playoffs, seedings don’t matter. 
Anything can happen.” –Charlie Coyle, on if the Boston Bruins view 
themselves as underdogs in the first round series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Bergeron 'Proud' Of 400 Career Goals With Boston Bruins 

 

Published 19 hours ago on April 29, 2022 By Joe Haggerty4-5 minutes 
29/04/2022 

 

It’s not often that one hears Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron talk 
about pride in his own individual accomplishments. 

But 36-year-old Patrice Bergeron used that word after Thursday night’s 
5-0 win over the Buffalo Sabres at TD Garden after capping off this 
season’s TD Garden regular season schedule with a hat trick that gives 
him 400 career goals as a member of the Boston Bruins. The late season 
flourish got him to 25 goals on the season and leaves him just two goals 
behind Rick Middleton for third place all-time on the Boston Bruins 
scoring list. 

Bergeron and Mark Messier are the only players to complete a hat trick 
with their 400th goal, according to STATS. 

“It was in Montreal that people told me I was three goals away from 400 
[career goals], and it is special,” said Bergeron, who is in the final year of 
his contract with the Boston Bruins and said he won’t make any decisions 
about next season and beyond until this one is over. “But I think what’s 
special is that I’ve scored all those goals with the Boston Bruins. I think 
that’s the biggest thing for me that I take out of it is that it’s been a great 
ride with one organization and that doesn’t happen often,” said Bergeron, 
who finished with 25 goals and 65 points for the season if he does indeed 
sit things out against the Maple Leafs. “You know, I’m proud of that.” 

Oh by the way, Bergeron also scored his 86th game-opening goal for the 
Boston Bruins that passed Johnny Bucyk to be the all-time leader on 
Boston’s franchise leaderboard list. 

Needless to say, his teammates and coaches were pumped for him after 
the game, and the Boston Bruins dressing room was pumping out the 
Sinatra classics in the victorious postgame. 

“Some of these things that happen now, you always look back later, but 
there were a lot of positives tonight” said Boston Bruins head coach 
Bruce Cassidy. “Right before the rush before that it looked like March 
found Bergeron in the slot as well. Not sure what happened, but the guys 
are ecstatic for Bergeron. Donny DelNegro a great Bruins for 29 years. 
It’s a pretty happy room. There’s some Frank Sinatra playing in there 
right now if you can believe it.” 

It’s expected that Bergeron is going to sit out Friday night’s regular 
season road finale in Toronto, so it was exactly the kind of season-
ending performance people have come to expect in a player like 
Bergeron that always rises to the occasion. No matter what happens in 
the playoffs, people are going to remember this game for Bergeron’s 
fireworks, for the tributes to retiring head athletic trainer Donnie DelNegro 
and for goaltender Linus Ullmark recording his first shutout in a Boston 
Bruins uniform against his old Sabres team. 

All the goals were hard-working and from the net-front/slot areas of the 
ice where Bergeron typically scores all his goals these days, but the last 
one was vintage Bergeron putting in max effort winning the offensive 
zone draw, falling down from the battle and then heading to the front of 
the net where he got a pass from Charlie McAvoy. 

“Charlie made an amazing pass and a great read, and when I got the 
puck, I knew I had a little time to get the shot off. It was a great screen 
with bodies in front and the puck trickled in,” said Bergeron. “For me, 
these milestones are always based on the help of your teammates, and 
what they do to help you to accomplish things. For me, the biggest thing 
is the wins and losses and the details that can help your team the most.” 

In a brilliant NHL career that’s been filled with taking care of the little 
details and doing things that help teams win, and win a lot, Bergeron 
continues to enter territory where he’s hitting some big career numbers 
and doing it in the clutch style that’s always been a part of his overall 
game. 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins Beat Sabres; Can Still Catch Lightning 

 

Published 20 hours ago on April 29, 2022 By Jimmy Murphy3-3 minutes 
29/04/2022 

 

The Boston Bruins have clearly switched into playoff mode after a 
dominating 5-0 win over the Buffalo Sabres Thursday. 

As if that wasn’t enough, the Boston Bruins got their power play going as 
well. 

And, the Tampa Bay Lightning lost so third place in the Atlantic is up for 
grabs still. 

That and more in the latest BHN Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins didn’t sleep on a lesser opponent as the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs approach. 

David Pastrnak broke the seal and now the power play is going for the 
power play for the Boston Bruins. 

National Hockey Now 
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NYI: It’s been one of those seasons for the New York Islanders so 
dominating the Washington Capitals Thursday night had to feel great! 

Pittsburgh: In not so surprising news, the Pittsburgh Penguins named 
captain Sidney Crosby as their Team MVP. 

Wash: As the Stanley Cup Playoffs approach, the Washington Capitals 
are playing it safe with Alexander Ovechkin. 

Detroit: There are plenty of reasons for the Detroit Red Wings to make a 
coaching change, 

Vegas: Why did the star-studded Vegas Golden Knights miss the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs? 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: The Montreal Canadiens have the best chance at the top pick 
overall in the 2022 NHL Entry Draft. 

Calgary: Calgary Flames winger Johnny Gaudreau deserves mad Hart 
Trophy consideration. 

NHL 

Bruins fans may not like or believe it, but beware of Toronto Maple Leafs 
star forward Mitch Marner in the playoffs. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Breaking down the Bruins-Hurricanes 1st-round series: 4 key factors, 
from the starting goalies to Lambo vs. Prius 

 

Fluto Shinzawa, Sara Civian13-16 minutes 30/04/2022 

 

For the third time in four years, the Bruins and Hurricanes will meet in the 
playoffs. In 2019, the Bruins swept the Hurricanes in the Eastern 
Conference final. In 2020, the Bruins ended the Hurricanes’ season in 
five games in the opening round of the Toronto bubble. 

This year could produce a different outcome. 

The Hurricanes finished with the second-best record in the East and 
swept the regular-season series, outscoring the Bruins 16-1 in their three 
wins. 

On the surface, it’s a landslide. But how do the teams match up in more 
specific areas — areas that might end up deciding a playoff series? 
Here’s the breakdown, from The Athletic’s Bruins beat writer, Fluto 
Shinzawa, and Hurricanes beat writer, Sara Civian: 

Who’s in net? 

Shinzawa: Tuukka Rask used to be the man in Boston. He was the 
unquestioned ace for nine straight seasons. Rask underwent hip surgery 
last summer with the intention of claiming the postseason net once more. 

That all went sideways. Discomfort in his back and hip flared up once he 
resumed game action. He lasted just one period against the Hurricanes 

on Jan. 18. Carolina poured five pucks past Rask in the first period of a 
7-1 thrashing. Rask retired on Feb. 9. 

So instead of tabbing the organization’s winningest playoff goalie (57), 
coach Bruce Cassidy will call upon Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman. 
Between them, the two have zero postseason starts, to say nothing of 
wins. 

Cassidy has yet to announce his Game 1 starter. He doesn’t have to. It 
will be Ullmark. After early turbulence, the first-year Bruin has hit a 
smooth spot in his Buffalo-to-Boston transition.  

On Thursday against Buffalo, Ullmark made the most of his final regular-
season dress rehearsal. The ex-Sabre blanked his former employer — 
his first shutout with the Bruins. 

“It’s tough to say it doesn’t mean anything because it surely is,” Ullmark 
said when asked about the significance of entering the postseason hot. 
“It builds a lot of confidence leading into the playoffs. You don’t want to 
end the regular season on a losing skid with no confidence. That’s a plus 
in my book.” 

The question is when Swayman will get his turn. 

Ullmark’s appearance Thursday was his 41st of the season. Swayman 
matched that with his 41st game in Friday’s regular-season finale, a 5-2 
loss to the Maple Leafs.  

It stands to reason, then, that a tandem that has split the net will continue 
to share it in the playoffs. It would make zero sense to deviate from the 
season-long road map. Dialogue among Cassidy, Ullmark, Swayman and 
goalie coach Bob Essensa will be critical in determining when the 
switches happen. 

“Will we run with one guy? Absolutely if he’s on,” Cassidy said. “We’re 
not going to outthink ourselves there. The discussion that will be with Bob 
is you’re playing every second night. If it starts running on, is the guy 
capable? Is he going to be at his best and able to handle that? Even 
sometimes when it looks like things are going well, you have to consider 
that so you’re not putting the goalie at a disadvantage later. What’s the 
right time to do that is always going to be the tough call. If a guy’s not on, 
we’re not afraid to go with the other guy. Because we’ve seen him play 
well. That’s also in our back pocket. That could be tough for the starter, 
knowing that. But that’s the way our year’s worked out.” 

Civian: Is the devil you know better than the devil you don’t? That’ll be 
the question for this first-round goaltending matchup if Freddie Andersen 
(lower body) is, indeed, good to go. He’s not yet skating but could be 
back on the ice any day now and could return in the first round, although 
Game 1 is looking unlikely. 

“He’s certainly working hard. Saw him in (the training room) again today. 
He’s looking good,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. 
“He’s doing everything that our medical staff’s asked him to do, and he’s 
come along nice. When he’s ready to go, you guys will be the first to 
know.” 

Look, all of us — especially Bruins fans reading this — know Andersen 
has been a consistently great regular-season goalie who is still looking 
for a signature playoff performance. His regular-season numbers against 
Boston this season were almost comically good: a 3-0-0 sweep, a 0.33 
goals-against average, a .990 save percentage, two shutouts and an 
assist. I vehemently believe the Maple Leafs’ playoff curse has been 
more about star forwards failing to score than bad goaltending, and this 
was supposed to be the season he proved that on a new team. 

There’s still a chance that’ll happen, but the doubts will linger until it 
does. 

And what if Andersen can’t get back in net? Antti Raanta was a no-
brainer to fill the void just two weeks ago, but things have changed since 
the Canes were forced to call up young Russian goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. 
His NHL career is 3-0-0, he handled playing back-to-back games and 
he’s breathing some much-needed energy into this team. 
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Carolina rode another rookie, Alex Nedeljkovic, during last season’s 
playoffs. Clearly, they aren’t afraid to go that route. 

Power outage 

Shinzawa: The dark days of the Bruins’ power play might be over. After 
staggering through an 0-for-39 free-fall through 13 games, the Bruins 
finally broke through against Buffalo on Thursday with man-up strikes by 
David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall, then went 1-for-1 on Friday, with Jake 
DeBrusk getting the goal. 

“When you’re in a slump, the team hasn’t won in a while, usually the last 
few games before they win, they play well. They just don’t quite get the 
break. I think that’s what happened a little bit with the power play,” 
Cassidy said. “Certainly not everyone was crisp. Our first one wasn’t. 
Although the second unit got a good look from (Craig Smith) and 
(Charlie) Coyle, a rebound. So you could sense it was happening. They 
got a good one to finish the night the other night against Florida. So it 
was going to come sooner or later.” 

Only time will tell whether the power play is back on track. Just about 
every factor has collided in producing the wicked downturn: poor entries, 
fumbled pucks, indifferent decision-making, bad luck, shriveled 
confidence. 

Part of that was David Pastrnak’s core injury. The team’s leading PP goal 
scorer (14) did not dress for nine of the 12 nothing-doing games. He is 
still trying to recover his peak shooting touch. 

Meanwhile, Carolina’s penalty kill has been outstanding all season. The 
Hurricanes kill the same way they play at even strength: by applying 
maximum heat on all pressure points. 

Cassidy, who is in charge of the power play, is not planning structural 
upheaval. He will run Pastrnak, Charlie McAvoy, Brad Marchand, Patrice 
Bergeron and Taylor Hall on the No. 1 unit. 

“If David had played the last month, I would have,” Cassidy said when 
asked if he was considering major changes. “But he’s been out. So let’s 
see what it looks like now that all the pieces are back together. Because 
it wasn’t like the power play was good for three months. They’ve been 
together for four years, five years. It’s been functioning pretty well over 
that entire span. So we don’t want to let one month cloud everything we 
do. Yet we’re in crunch time. So you’ve got to do what you’ve got to do to 
get it going.” 

Civian: See, Canes fans? Your team isn’t the only one struggling on the 
man advantage at the end of this regular season. 

As I wrote Friday morning, the Canes’ history of playoff power-play 
outages is more concerning to me than momentary lapses after the 
playoffs have been clinched. And it’s not like they went through an 0-for-
39 spell. 

The penalty kill, meanwhile, has remained one of the best I’ve seen. You 
look at the Canes, and you don’t find any individual award front-runners 
(Andersen is the closest, but Igor Shesterkin’s got the Vezina on lock). 
The Metropolitan Division champions have built their success on shot 
suppression and quickly turning defense into offense, sort of like the guy 
coaching them did. 

That’s especially evident on the Canes’ league-leading, 87.96 percent 
successful penalty kill. They essentially approach it as if they’re the ones 
on the power play. They send their skill guys out there and put on what I 
can only describe as a full-court press. And they are fearless. It works. Of 
course, having a traditional penalty killer as high caliber as Jordan Staal 
doesn’t hurt. 

Lineups 

Shinzawa: There are no early lineup questions for the Bruins. DeBrusk 
has settled in as the No. 1 right wing. Pastrnak is back on the second 
line. Nick Foligno has the upper hand over Anton Blidh at No. 4 left wing. 

So this is how the Bruins will roll up front: 

Forwards 

Left wing Center Right wing 

Brad Marchand 

Patrice Bergeron 

Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall 

Erik Haula 

David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic 

Charlie Coyle 

Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno 

Tomas Nosek 

Curtis Lazar 

Perhaps for a situational offensive-zone faceoff, Pastrnak will go back 
with Marchand and Bergeron. Otherwise, the top two lines are set in 
stone. 

The bottom six might be adjusted. The third line of Trent Frederic, Charlie 
Coyle and Craig Smith has cooled off. Blidh could be an energy injection 
if the Bruins require more abrasiveness later in the series. 

On the back end, the six defensemen will start this way: 

Defensemen 

Left defense Right defense 

Hampus Lindholm 

Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelcyk 

Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort 

Connor Clifton 

Had Hampus Lindholm not gotten hurt, Cassidy might have given him 
some shifts with Brandon Carlo. But Lindholm-McAvoy is the top pair he 
prefers.  

Connor Clifton will be the one to watch over the series. Mike Reilly is 
waiting for his turn. Reilly’s puck play is stronger than Clifton’s. But Reilly 
would have to play his off side next to Derek Forbort. He is also not as 
physical as Clifton. 

Civian: No early lineup questions for the Bruins, but several for the 
Canes. 

We’ve addressed the sudden goalie controversy, and the surplus of 
depth forwards is another question. As Jesperi Kotkaniemi returns to the 
lineup after a minor injury, the Canes are looking at some difficult 
decisions regarding the bottom of the lineup. 

Derek Stepan was built for the playoffs, and he seems to score almost 
every time he gets back into the lineup after being (sometimes unfairly) 
scratched. He’s earned his spot. But I can’t imagine Brind’Amour will start 
things by scratching alternate captain Jordan Martinook, and assuming 
Steven Lorentz is one of the healthy scratches, the Canes need to 
determine one more odd forward out. Chances are it’s Stepan, just 
because Brind’Amour knows he can mentally handle it. Dropping him into 
the lineup after a loss could serve as a strategic weapon, as well. 
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I wonder if Brind’Amour will keep rookie Seth Jarvis on the first line or opt 
for a more experienced combination of Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen. One thing’s for certain: The defensively 
dominant combo of Nino Niederreiter, Staal and Jesper Fast is staying 
put and taking the brunt of the tough matchups. 

Lamborghini vs. Prius 

Shinzawa: Since 2016, only three players have more points than 
Marchand. Vincent Trocheck is not one of them.  

You could see, then, why Marchand (504 points) fancies himself as a 
Lamborghini while classifying Trocheck (294) as a Prius. It’s too bad 
Marchand deleted his Instagram post that detailed this juxtaposition.  

Brad Marchand responds on Instagram: 

The Lambo, however, is at risk of first-round dents. Marchand 
acknowledged after his six-game sitdown for his nonsense with Tristan 
Jarry that his next suspension would be a big one. The Hurricanes would 
not mind if Marchand lost his cool once more and missed some of the 
series. 

Marchand, then, is at risk of being a perpetual target for Trocheck, 
Niederreiter, Martinook and others. It wouldn’t hurt the Hurricanes to 
slash, cross-check and face-wash Marchand at every turn with 
provocation in mind.      

Marchand has no choice but to turn his cheek. He simply cannot engage 
in horseplay. The league will be watching every move. 

Civian: The Canes were utterly dominant over the Bruins in the regular 
season. It was the first time in franchise history that they swept Boston. 
The players wouldn’t admit it, but I suspect at least some of it had to do 
with the Lamborghini comment — especially the ensuing 7-1 thrashing. 

Though I don’t take too much stock in the regular season against a team 
as playoff-tested as the Bruins, I do think the way the Canes handled 
Marchand’s comment is a good sign for any future shenanigans. 

Don’t let the obvious Marchand storyline distract you from the darkhorse 
villain of the series, though: Erik Haula. 

The Canes traded Haula for Trocheck at the 2020 deadline, and even 
though it’s worked out for Carolina, there was clearly some bad blood on 
both sides with the way that ended. It made for a super fun series against 
Nashville last season, and I expect Haula to be on his A-game again this 
time around. 
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NHL Business Notebook: Sabres wear custom Rick Jeanneret skates to 
honor retiring broadcaster 

 

Sean Shapiro  

 

On Thursday morning, Rasmus Dahlin saw posts on social media 
featuring custom SkateSkins that Barrett Hayton wore during warmups 
before the Arizona Coyotes game against the Dallas Stars. 

It was a meaningful gesture and moment of remembrance for Matt Shott 
and Leighton Accardo, both of whom held special meaning to the 
Coyotes and passed away after battles with cancer, and for Dahlin it was 
an indicator that if he asked, he’d also be able to sport a custom look for 
a special occasion during warmups. 

So he reached out to Matthew Keeler and Nick Ciavarella, who run 
SkateSkins out of Buffalo, and asked if they could get something together 
for Sabres players in honor of Rick Jeanneret, the long-time broadcaster 

who is retiring and was calling his final game Friday night against the 
Chicago Blackhawks. 

Keeler, who handles most of the design work, spent all of Thursday 
evening working on a design with Jared Halt. On Friday afternoon, 
around 3 p.m., he delivered them to Dahlin’s home in Buffalo. That 
evening, multiple players wore the skates honoring Jeanneret. 

It’s been a marquee week for SkateSkins, a nearly 2-year-old brand that 
creates and sells reusable decal graphics to customize skates. It’s 
officially gone from a passion project for Keeler and Ciavarella to NHL 
ice. 

SkateSkins made their professional debut last spring during the 2020 
IIHF World Championships with a trio of Latvian players wearing custom 
designs. Since then, popularity has soared. They’ve received team 
orders from the AHL’s Grand Rapids Griffins and the PHF’s Buffalo 
Beauts, while the Golden Knight mascot has worn custom SkateSkins 
during the pomp and circumstance of a Vegas pregame show. 

The Golden Knight mascot was the soft launch into the NHL, while 
Hayton became the first NHL player to wear them during warmups this 
week against the Stars. 

The Coyotes were one of the first teams interested in SkateSkins after 
they saw the custom AirJordan skates that Keeler and Ciavarella created 
with sneaker artist Dakota Wiley in early 2021. Keeler and Ciavarella 
then met with Coyotes Chief Brand Officer Alex Meruelo Jr. and head of 
PR Rico Ripoly back in February of 2022 to discuss getting the product 
onto NHL ice. That put the plans in motion for Keeler and Ciavarella to 
work with Hayton and Coyotes forward Loui Eriksson on custom designs. 

Hayton’s SkateSkin was a mix of personal style and tribute to Shott and 
Accardo. Shott died after a lengthy battle with cancer in December and 
was a key figure in the Arizona hockey community and the Coyotes’ 
director of amateur hockey development. Accardo was inducted into the 
Coyotes’ ring of honor in 2021. She was the Coyotes’ 9-year-old Hockey 
Fights Cancer ambassador who signed a one-day contract with the team 
and passed in 2020 hours before the Coyotes were planning to have her 
on the ice before a game one more time. 

Keeler and Hayton discussed various elements of the design throughout 
the process, with the key emphasis on honoring Shott and Accardo, who 
are both featured prominently on the outside of the skate. 

Eriksson wore a pair of SkateSkins commemorating his 1,000th NHL 
game in the Coyotes’ season finale on Friday night. As part of the design 
process, Eriksson sent pictures of his tattoos with his four children’s 
names to Keeler, who worked to include them in the design. 

The next step for SkateSkins, which Keeler and Ciavarella run under the 
umbrella of a company called Just Dishin, is getting them on NHL ice 
after warmups. At this point, they don’t have approval for game use from 
the NHL, and usage during warmups has had to be approved by the 
league, but the interest from players is creating a demand that the league 
may soon not be able to ignore. 

Keeler and Ciavarella met with players in Vegas at the NHL All-Star 
Game back in February and several expressed interest in the product 
and getting their own design. Others have reached out separately, and 
the number of calls increased after Hayton’s pregame look in Dallas 
made the rounds on social media earlier this week. 

When they launched SkateSkins, initially showing off the product on 
social media channels like Instagram and TikTok, Keeler and Ciavarella 
noticed a heavy dosage of negative comments and detractors. Those 
types of comments have been drowned out over the past two years, and 
overall they say the company has grown sales by 50 percent in each of 
the past two years. 

In addition to growing sales, getting the product used after an NHL 
opening faceoff is the next big hurdle. 

“Hopefully soon,” Keeler said. “The players are ready to show their 
personality with this. I hope they let them.” 
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Krug family looking for another title 

Torey Krug is continuing his quest for a championship next week when 
the St. Louis Blues open the Stanley Cup Playoffs against the Minnesota 
Wild, and he’s hoping to join his brother, Adam, who has already begun 
celebrating. 

Adam is the coach at Adrian College, which won the Division III NCAA 
Championship this spring with a 5-2 win against Geneseo in March. The 
team won 31 straight games after losing the season opener. 

For the brothers, who are eight years apart, hockey has been the subject 
of weekly, if not daily, conversation. 

“We talk often, we break things down and we discuss the game,” Torey 
Krug said. “We’ll talk about my game, about our power play, and how 
things are going. I like to watch as many of Adrian’s games as possible, 
so we’ll also talk about his games. It’s fun to put on the coaching hat a 
bit.” 

For Adam, this was his first chance to win an NCAA title in two seasons 
after COVID canceled the past two Division III national tournaments. Last 
season, without a national championship to play for, Adrian was able to 
schedule games against Division I opponents looking for games, and 
against the United States National Development team in Ann Arbor, 
Mich. Those contests, Adam Krug said, were a bit of a launching pad for 
Adrian going into the season and the only game they lost, on opening 
night, came with some of the best players in COVID protocol. 

The success at Adrian has put Adam Krug in an interesting place in the 
coaching world because the college hockey ranks are about to go 
through a wild coaching carousel. 

Marquee jobs are now open at Boston College, Boston University, and 
Michigan State. Adam has a connection at Michigan State already —  
Torey played there — while the fallout from who gets the BC and BU job 
could create other desirable Division I openings. Adam is confident, but 
coy about his intentions. He’s happy at Adrian but also isn’t shy about 
stating he’s willing and ready to move up in his coaching career. 

Torey, on the other hand, is a much more energetic pitchman for his 
older brother. 

“He should be a Division I coach,” Torey said. “No doubt about it.” 

Jersey ad update 

The St. Louis Blues became the fifth team to reveal a jersey ad sponsor 
on Thursday, announcing Stifel had signed a 5-year deal with the team. 
The patch will be on home and away uniforms. 

The Washington Capitals (Caesars Sports Book), Columbus Blue 
Jackets (Safelite), Pittsburgh Penguins (Highmark Blue Shield), and 
Vegas (Circa Sports) have already announced at least one partner. The 
Capitals and Golden Knights will have different road jersey ads, which 
have yet to be finalized because NHL rules only allow teams to sell 
sportsbook advertising on jerseys for home markets. 

NHL teams have a choice of where to place the patch, and thus far all 
five teams have made a decision to put it on the chest as opposed to the 
shoulder. That was expected because the concept of a shoulder patch 
was more of an add-on to the deal as a way to find flexibility for some 
more traditional teams that didn’t want a sponsor on the front of the 
jersey. 

(Photos: Matthew Keeler and Nick Ciavarella / SkateSkins) 
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Duhatschek notebook: Why the Roman Josi, Cale Makar Norris Trophy 
outcome won’t feel right 

 

Eric Duhatschek  

 

NHL awards ballots were issued to 200 prospective voters this past 
Monday, meaning the voting pool is back to where it was pre-pandemic. 
The Professional Hockey Writers Association — which casts ballots for 
the Hart, Norris, Calder, Selke and Lady Byng — reduced the voting pool 
during the two COVID-19 shortened seasons. Things aren’t exactly back 
to normal, but they’re getting closer. 

The voting process has changed considerably since my first year, 1980-
81, when it was a 21-team league and there were three voters per NHL 
city for a total of 63 voters. Not every NHL game was on television back 
then and in some markets, TV coverage was quite limited. There were no 
satellite television packages, no sites tracking advanced metrics or player 
usage. 

The eye test was your primary resource for evaluating performance — 
that and reaching out to people you trusted in the industry, who might 
have seen a player more, to get their evaluations. 

It was a thoroughly inexact process and nothing like it is today, where 
you can watch every minute of every game. 

Nor would you have had an opportunity to assess one of the greatest 
trophy battles ever, one final time. That came in Nashville’s 5-4 shootout 
win over Colorado Thursday, a final chance to see the co-favorites for the 
Norris Trophy, the Avalanche’s Cale Makar and the Predators’ Roman 
Josi. 

Officially, the Norris goes to “the defense player who demonstrates 
throughout the season the greatest all-around ability at the position.” 

There have been close races in the past, but trying to separate Makar 
and Josi just feels impossible. One week, you’re convinced it is Josi, who 
practically willed Nashville into the playoffs. The next week, Makar is all 
over the highlight package, the anchor on a talented, but sometimes 
flighty Avalanche team, and you lean in his direction. 

Both have played at a level above other very good competition (take a 
bow Victor Hedman), but are neck-and-neck with each other. They’re 
virtually tied in minutes played (Josi: 25:33 and Makar 25:40). Josi leads 
in points: 95-86. Makar leads in goals: 28-23. Josi leads in assists: 72-58. 
Makar leads in plus-minus: plus-48 versus plus-11. Josi leads in PP 
points: 37-33. Makar in GWG: 6-2. 

Colorado players extoll Makar’s virtues. Nashville’s players rave about 
Josi’s. 

All of their collective admiration feels genuine — and deserved. 

It feels as if the only just result would be a dead heat, declaring them co-
winners of the award, which unfortunately, can’t happen, under the 
current system. The NHL permits shared trophy results for the Rocket 
Richard trophy, for top goal-scorer, which is determined purely by stats. 
In 2004, the Richard was actually shared by a trio of players: Jarome 
Iginla, Rick Nash and Ilya Kovalchuk. In 2010, Sidney Crosby and Steven 
Stamkos were the co-winners. 

On the other hand, when Wayne Gretzky tied Marcel Dionne for the 
1979-80 overall scoring title (Art Ross trophy), Dionne was declared the 
winner because he scored more goals. In 2002, when Calgary’s Jarome 
Iginla and Montreal’s Jose Theodore tied in points for the Hart, Theodore 
received the award because he had more first-place votes (a handful of 
voters left Iginla, the runaway scoring champion, off their ballots 
completely, because the Flames missed the playoffs that season). 

Unhappily, there is no mechanism in place for a shared Norris, which 
guarantees that one or the other — Josi or Makar — will have produced 
a Norris trophy-caliber season and not end up winning the Norris Trophy. 
It doesn’t feel right. 

Solutions anyone? 
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For some time now, there’s been a dialogue in NHL circles to add an 
award for best defensive defenceman — in the same way as the NHL 
introduced the Selke Award in 1978 to honor the forward who “best 
excels” in the defensive aspects of the game. 

For the first 15 years of its existence with one notable exception (Bobby 
Clarke in 1983), the Selke was just that — and went to one of the 
league’s defensive specialists: Bob Gainey, Guy Carbonneau, Doug 
Jarvis, Craig Ramsay, Steve Kasper. 

But starting in 1993, when Doug Gilmour won the award, it started to 
change. Suddenly, players with Gilmour’s varied, all-around skill set, 
started to gain greater traction. There’ve been a few defensive specialists 
who’ve won it since then — Michael Peca, Kris Draper, John Madden — 
but gradually, over time, it’s become almost a consolation prize for 
exceptional two-way players, who came up short in Hart trophy 
consideration. 

Not everybody thought that was a good idea, but I’m fully behind it. The 
Selke now highlights the accomplishments of players such as Patrice 
Bergeron, Rod Brind’Amour, Steve Yzerman, Pavel Datsyuk, Ron 
Francis and Anze Kopitar, none of whomever won the Hart, but who 
deserved recognition for playing the game the right way — 200 feet, up-
and-down the ice (and sometimes contributing as more to winning than 
their purely gifted offensive peers). 

But I wonder if what’s needed isn’t a defensive defenceman award, but 
an offensive defenceman award. Or to put it another way, instead of 
creating a Rod Langway award, make it a Bobby Orr award instead. 
Because the one thing that’s indisputable, in a year when goal-scoring 
has surged around the NHL, is that the position of defenceman has 
greatly evolved over time. In the modern NHL, an integral part of playing 
defense is helping to create offence — with great passing, shooting and 
skating ability. What it takes to be an effective defenceman today is far 
different than it was two decades ago. 

It also means that how a defenceman demonstrates “the greatest all-
around ability at the position” — the official Norris trophy criteria — has 
changed as well. Even today’s more traditional stay-at-home types like 
Chris Tanev, Ryan McDonagh, or Mattias Ekholm, need to be able to 
move the puck well in order to get the counterattack started. 

So, while the official Hart trophy criteria (“most valuable to his team”) 
annually creates confusion, the actual Norris definition was quite 
prescient — and ahead of its time when it was first created in 1953. If you 
had two separate awards to honor defensemen, it would give voters — 
stuck this year in trying to choose between Josi and Makar — the option 
of dividing the spoils, awarding one to Josi and the other to Makar. 

Considering how well they’ve both played this season, each genuinely 
deserve a piece of NHL hardware to place on their respective 
mantelpieces. 

Why there should be a Comeback Player of the Year 

The NHL landscape is cluttered with awards, and maybe there are too 
many already, especially on the corporate side. But there is a part of me 
that also believes the other one that’s really missing from the awards 
landscape is a comeback player of the year award. Everybody loves a 
good redemption story. Usually, when a player returns to form after an off 
year, there’s a good back story to accompany the development. 
Sometimes, it’s as simple as: “I worked harder this summer than last.” 

But other times, they had to sort out a complication and/or challenge in 
their personal lives. And guess what? Hockey players are humans too. 
No matter how well compensated they may be, they all have lives outside 
the rink and sometimes, those lives veer off in challenging directions. 

My shortlist for comeback player of the year quickly grew to 10 names — 
and there are probably more that would qualify. So, let’s start with a few 
honorable mentions that would have fit in between six and 10: Colorado’s 
Nazem Kadri, Carolina’s Tony DeAngelo, Columbus’s Patrik Laine, 
Winnipeg’s Pierre-Luc Dubois and Minnesota’s Kevin Fiala. 

All had vastly different reasons why the 2020-21 season went so badly 
for them. All rebounded in important ways this year. 

In the end, my top five were: 

1. Matt Duchene, Nashville 

2. Vladimir Tarasenko, St. Louis 

3. Sergei Bobrovsky, Florida 

4. Jeff Skinner, Buffalo 

5. Shayne Gostisbehere, Arizona 

No one went from zero to hero faster than Duchene, who played exactly 
100 games for the Predators in his first two seasons in Nashville after 
signing as an expensive free agent (seven years, $56 million, an AAV of 
$8 million per season in July of 2019). In those 100 games over Years 1 
and 2, Duchene managed 19 goals and 55 points. 

This year? Duchene has roared past his previous career high (of 70 
points, divided between Ottawa and Columbus in 2018-19). His 43 goals 
are 12 more than the most he ever scored previously (31). His 85 points 
are 15 more than his previous career high. Duchene was left unprotected 
in the Seattle expansion draft; the fact that the Kraken didn’t select him, 
even though they had a crying need for scoring, was a reflection of how 
they evaluated his performance, in relation to his compensation. They 
didn’t see the surge coming. Probably no one did. 

Like Duchene, Tarasenko was left unprotected in the expansion draft. 
Seattle gave him a pass as well, largely because shoulder surgeries 
limited him to only 34 games over a two-year span. When Tarasenko 
asked the Blues for a trade, they couldn’t find a taker — too much risk 
was the general verdict. Too bad no one was ready to roll the dice. They 
could have been rewarded to the tune of 82 points in 74 games. 

At this time last year, Florida looked as if it was reaching a goaltending 
crossroads, because Spencer Knight had just turned pro and made a 
pretty dazzling debut. Bobrovsky, on the other hand, was plagued by 
inconsistency — just too many oddball goals given up at critical junctures 
in the game. Well, Bobrovsky still gives up the occasional clunker, but he 
more than fought off the challenge posed by Knight for the starter’s job. 
The primary job of a starting goalie is to win the game, however that may 
be accomplished. Bobrovsky has done that, 39 times this year. No one, 
not even the Vezina Trophy contenders, can match that. 

Skinner is the third player on the list, a player who was also available to 
Seattle, because his compensation didn’t match his production. Skinner 
actually had a history with some of the people in Seattle — GM Ron 
Francis and others from their shared time in the Carolina Hurricanes 
organization. Probably Buffalo would have eaten some contract to get 
Skinner’s contract off the books. But it turns out, a coaching change 
helped restore some of Skinner’s lost confidence — and bumping up the 
ice time helped too. After two years in which he slumped, first to 14 
goals, then only seven, Skinner has bounced back to 33 in 78 games this 
year and 62 points as well. 

As for Gostisbehere, Arizona has been — for a few years now — the 
NHL’s de facto home for reclamation projects. Gostisbehere’s previous 
employer, the Philadelphia Flyers, so wanted to get his contract off the 
books that they gave the Coyotes second and seventh-round draft 
choices to get the deal done. Gostisbehere has clear, identifiable 
defensive deficiencies, but played more total minutes than any other 
player on the team, averaged 22:11 per game and contributed 12 goals 
and 49 points to the attack from the blue line. Philly’s leader, incidentally, 
is Trevor Sanheim at 31 points in 79 games. 

Predicting next year’s comeback players 

If we’re listing this year’s comeback players of the year, let’s also find five 
candidates who will need to be in next year’s conversation for the award, 
which is a nice way of identifying which players mostly underachieved 
this year and need to be flat-out better next year. For better or worse, all 
these lists are filtered through their compensation. No one will be 
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highlighting anyone at or near the NHL minimum that struggled this 
season. 

So, a Tyler Pitlick, two assists in 25 games for Calgary before being 
shuffled off to Montreal, though a disappointing addition, doesn’t 
necessarily qualify the way other higher-priced underachievers might. 

Next year’s leading candidates — players that’ll really need bounce-back 
seasons, for one reason or the other, include: 

1. Dougie Hamilton, New Jersey 

2. Jakob Chychrun, Arizona 

3. Ryan Ellis, Philadelphia 

4. Nick Foligno, Boston 

5. Mike Hoffman, Montreal. 

You could probably create an entire separate category for the Vegas 
Golden Knights, where most of their good players missed big chunks of 
the season with injuries and all need to show flashes of their old selves to 
get the club back on the playoff track. 

The quality that all except Chychrun had in common is they were all new 
faces in new places — and sometimes expensive new faces in new 
places, which creates a level of expectation that can be difficult to meet. 
So, in Hoffman’s case, seven consecutive years of 20 or more goals 
through 2019-20 with Florida and 17 last year in 52 games of a 
shortened season in St. Louis. 

In Montreal, there were hopes that he’d bring some of that natural 
finishing ability: Instead, it’ll be a career low of 14. It wasn’t so long ago 
there was a tug-of-war over Foligno. The Leafs landed his rights in an 
expensive trade deadline deal that was always going to be a rental 
situation. In the summer, Boston outbid Minnesota for his rights — giving 
him two years at $3.8 million, a generous term for a 34-year-old, and it 
just never clicked. The line on Foligno today: two goals, 13 points, 63 
games. They couldn’t find a role for him. 

Injuries skewered Ellis’ season, after his high-profile acquisition in 
Philadelphia from Nashville. Returning to good health will be his primary 
offseason goal. 

Chychrun was the NHL leader in goals by a defenceman in 2021, but he 
got off to a terrible start and didn’t score a goal until November. Amid 
almost a season-long succession of trade rumors, he got hurt and didn’t 
get traded. It’s not clear if his attempts to get back on course will happen 
in Arizona, or if he finds a new home before the start of next season. 

Hamilton, meanwhile, was one of the priciest fish in last year’s free-agent 
pond and Carolina eventually dropped out of the bidding and opted for a 
less expensive option, DeAngelo. New Jersey stepped up offering seven 
years, $63 million. He’s 28 and signed until the 2028 season. On some 
levels, Hamilton could be a polarizing force in each of his three previous 
NHL stops — a competent offensive force, very good at filtering shots 
through traffic from the point, but inconsistent on the defensive side. He 
also missed time in the middle of this year with a broken jaw and 
effectively lost his spot on the first power play to teammate Damon 
Severson. 

But New Jersey signed Hamilton, expecting that he’d be a top 10 in 
defensive scoring. With 29 points in 60 games, he’s currently tied for 60th 
in the league among defensemen. 

Some awards voting tidbits 

A few interesting tidbits about this year’s trophy voting process, courtesy 
of the PHWA, which will once again publish all ballots in the interest of 
full transparency once the winners are announced. PHWA members 
were asked to recuse themselves from voting if they planned on betting 
on awards outcomes on the grounds that they would have a direct impact 
on the result. 

ALSO: Once again, the PHWA had to send out a positional clarification to 
its membership for three players who will get consideration in All-Star 
voting — because the official NHL stats on NHL.com doesn’t list at the 
positions they played this year. If you simply reviewed the stats on the 
league’s own official website, you’d see Matthew Tkachuk of the Calgary 
Flames listed as a left wing (when in actual fact, he spent most of the 
season on the right side of Elias Lindholm and Johnny Gaudreau). 

Moreover, both the Dallas Stars’ Joe Pavelski and the Nashville 
Predators’ Matt Duchene are currently listed at center, even though they 
primarily played on the right side. It’s the kind of positional confusion that 
led to the voting mess in 2013 when Alex Ovechkin was chosen as the 
first-team All-Star left winger and the second team All-Star right winger. 

Hopefully, forewarned is forewarned in this case; and at some point, the 
league figures out a mechanism where it actually lists its players at their 
current positions. Seriously, it can’t be that difficult to amend or update, 
can it? 
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NHL power rankings: The final regular season set, plus playoff players to 
watch 

 

Shayna Goldman, Hailey Salvian, Sean Gentille  

 

Folks, it’s the last Power Rankings of the regular season. Feel the 
excitement. Try your best, at least — because these last couple days of 
the schedule are absolutely brutal. We’re watching the Thursday night 
games, and some of these teams might as well be asleep. 

Know who is definitely asleep? Dom. Buddy needed the week off to 
“work on playoff preview stuff” … a likely story. See you never, little 
buddy! This is “The Shayna and Hailey Show” now. They’re back and 
better than what typically passes for content in these parts. 

Our theme this week is twofold; for the playoff teams, we picked players 
who — for varying reasons — we’re excited to watch come the first 
round. The rest of you got players who should provide optimism for next 
season. 

Apologies to McIndoe; we started working on this before we read his 
Wednesday post. In any case, we made it. The playoffs are here. 
Congratulations to us, one and all. 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 58-17-7 

Last week: 1 

Hailey rank: 1 

Shayna rank: 2 

Sean rank: 1 

Shayna: Two years straight, Aaron Ekblad’s Norris-caliber regular 
season has been cut short by injury. His 3.68 GSVA still ranks seventh 
among all defenders despite being sidelined for the last month. Luckily 
this time around, he should be back for the playoffs after missing out last 
year. That gives the Panthers a serious boost on both ends of the ice, in 
all situations. 

Already Florida has one of the best forward groups in the league; with 
Ekblad back their defense is more comparable to other contenders. Not 
only do they bring a legitimate No. 1 back into the fold, but the rest of the 
blue line gets to be slotted more appropriately. Mackenzie Weegar and 
Ben Chiarot have been fine as the top pair in the interim, but they’re not 
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nearly as strong in their own zone as the Weegar-Ekblad duo. Moving 
Chiarot into the bottom-three, with Ekblad, Weegar, and Gustav Forsling 
headlining the blue line, should give this team a much better chance of 
progressing this spring. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 56-18-7 

Last week: 2 

Hailey rank: 2 

Shayna rank: 1 

Sean rank: 2 

Hailey: He didn’t wind up as the Avalanche’s leading scorer, but Nazem 
Kadri is still going to be a huge factor here. Colorado has come to rely on 
his productivity — he had 85 points in 69 games. That alone is important 
enough. 

The big reason to track him, though, is clear. He’s been suspended in the 
playoffs three separate times, twice with the Maple Leafs and again last 
year with the Avalanche. We know Colorado is a great regular-season 
team. We don’t know that this core is capable of making it to a Western 
Conference final … because they haven’t done it. If they break through, 
Kadri will have been a big part of it. Throw in the fact that he’s a pending 
UFA, and a borderline lock to sign a big-money deal elsewhere, and 
there’s a lot riding on his performance. He’s got to stay in the lineup for 
any of it to matter. 

3. Calgary Flames 

Record: 50-20-11 

Last week: 3 

Hailey rank: 4 

Shayna rank: 4 

Sean rank: 3 

Hailey: I have two trains of thought here. If the Flames play against 
Nashville in the first round, the drama with Matthew Tkachuk will be epic. 
Did anyone else watch the game between Calgary-Nashville on 
Tuesday? It was incredible, and Tkachuk was right in the thick of it, 
scoring the game-tying goal with 0.1 of a second left and pissing off the 
entire opposing team. That will all surely bleed into a seven-game series. 

But if they play against Dallas in the first round, Tkachuk and the Flames 
have a chance to avenge the playoff loss from 2019-20. Tkachuk was the 
emotional heartbeat of that series for Calgary and when he left the lineup 
due to a concussion sustained in Game 2, that “drag the team into battle” 
element of his game was missed. 

Not to mention, Tkachuk is a better player this year than in 2019-20. He’s 
a 40-goal, 100-point player this season on one of the best lines in the 
NHL and he’s still a pain to play against. That should be fun. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 54-20-8 

Last week: 6 

Hailey rank: 3 

Shayna rank: 7 

Sean rank: 4 

Sean: There were always going to be reasons to track Freddie 
Andersen’s performance in the playoffs; part of the reason he’s in 
Carolina in the first place was an 0-4 record in playoff series with the 
Maple Leafs. (He had save percentages of .915, .922 and .926 mixed in 
there, but I digress). Now, after an outstanding season — he had a .922 

save percentage and a goals saved above expected of 28.47, second-
best in the league — he’s dealing with an injury that, at minimum, could 
hinder him in the first round. 

Is he healthy? Can he win a playoff series as a starter? How much of his 
success is a product of Carolina’s system, given last season’s top-five 
GSAx performances from Alex Nedeljkovic and Petr Mrazek? I’m ready 
for answers to any and all of those questions. 

5. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 50-23-8 

Last week: 8 

Hailey rank: 6 

Shayna rank: 3 

Sean rank: 6 

Hailey: Most of the potential picks on the Lightning’s roster are boring, 
right? These are known commodities in the playoffs. That’s how it tends 
to work when you’ve won the Cup in consecutive seasons. Wow, you’re 
excited to see what Andrei Vasilevskiy does in the postseason? How 
brave you are. 

Nick Paul doesn’t fit in with most of the rest of the roster, though. He was 
part of Tampa’s on-the-fly reconstruction of its middle six, and the former 
Senator has done what they acquired him to do. Honestly, 14 points in 19 
games — including seven in his last six games heading into Thursday — 
is probably more than what they could’ve expected. Paul doesn’t need to 
be a point-per-game guy to be relevant for the Lightning. Players like him 
— with a different level of hunger than the rest of such a successful 
group — are necessary for teams looking to repeat … or threepeat. 

6. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 53-21-7 

Last week: 5 

Hailey rank: 5 

Shayna rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

Sean: I flipped a coin to decide between Mitch Marner and Jack 
Campbell, and here we are. This is probably the right choice, given the 
psychic baggage Marner — more than any other Leaf, tough as that may 
be — is bringing into the postseason. 

He’s a fantastic regular-season player. We know that. We’ve known it for 
years. He’s also got three 5-on-5 points in the last three postseasons. 
Granted, he’s only played in three series total, but … one probably leads 
to the other, yeah? Nothing about Marner’s performance this season 
suggests that Meltdown No. 4 is on the way — he’s in better shape, and 
he’s been one of the NHL’s top even-strength scorers for months — 
other than, uh, his past performance and the logo on his jersey. All he 
has to do is show up and produce against the two-time defending 
champs. No pressure. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 52-22-7 

Last week: 4 

Hailey rank: 8 

Shayna rank: 5 

Sean rank: 7 

Shayna: The Wild have a much deeper offense than last year. Kirill 
Kaprizov and Mats Zuccarello lead the way. Kevin Fiala and Matt Boldy 
form a much more effective duo than whatever they trotted out last year 
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(often Fiala with Marcus Johansson). And now what was the second line 
last year, technically is the third this year. 

Jordan Greenway, Joel Eriksson Ek and Marcus Foligno are a reliable 
trio for Minnesota. It’s a hard-nosed line that’s stout in its own zone and 
can create havoc in front of the opponents’ net. The center is such a 
pivotal part of that it, and his two-way efforts should keep him in the 
Selke conversation again this year. Eriksson Ek can be leaned on in all 
situations and in the most critical moments of a game. Over the last two 
seasons, he’s picked up his offensive impact to match his stellar 
defensive play. And he has a knack for absolutely infuriating his 
opponents because he’s such a pain to play against — that’s helped earn 
him a plus-14 penalty differential. It should make for some really 
interesting matchups against the Blues. 

8. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 49-21-11 

Last week: 9 

Hailey rank: 7 

Shayna rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Shayna: It’s a fact that Pavel Buchnevich’s playoff experience is pretty 
minimal. In 2016-17 with the Rangers, he played less than he should 
have and was even a healthy scratch for Tanner Glass at times. 
Remember those days? Then he played a couple games in the bubble 
before being eliminated by the Hurricanes. 

That makes this his best opportunity yet to really make his mark. This 
time around, he’s a bonafide top-six winger who his coaches trust in all 
situations, on both ends of the ice. That’s a huge difference from last 
time. And he’s in a great position to succeed, on a skilled line with Robert 
Thomas and Vlad Tarasenko. It’s a test for him to see how he responds 
to a playoff environment in an expanded role from those previous 
experiences. Based on how he’s responded to challenges these last two 
years — evolving his game to focus more on defense and joining a new 
squad — there’s reason to be confident in what he’ll do for the Blues. 

9. New York Rangers 

Record: 51-24-6 

Last week: 7 

Hailey rank: 9 

Shayna rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: I didn’t want to choose Igor Shesterkin; he’s been the subject of, 
conservatively, 95 percent of every Rangers blurb we’ve typed up here 
over the past few weeks. Sometimes, though, the obvious choice is the 
correct one. Dude is about to be must-see TV. There’s no way around 
that. 

Now, is that a little less true than it was in, say, January? Sure. The team 
ahead of him is a lot better; they’re probably not going to need him to put 
together a nightly gymnastics routine if they want to advance, as we all 
were anticipating. He’s still the Vezina-winner-in-waiting, though. We 
should want to watch the best goalie currently walking the planet, 
whether he needs to carry his team or not. 

10. Boston Bruins 

Record: 51-25-5 

Last week: 10 

Hailey rank: 10 

Shayna rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Hailey: Since returning from injury, David Pastrnak has six points, and 
that’s great, considering the Bruins needed him back healthy and ready 
for the postseason. He leads the team in scoring, with 40 goals in 72 
games. He is the primary scoring threat on the Bruins power play — the 
team went 0-for-24 on the man advantage with Pastrnak out with a core 
injury. He also makes linemate Taylor Hall a different, more impactful, 
player for the Bruins. Hall produces at a higher rate at 5-on-5 when 
Pastrnak is on his right flank. Hall is going to be important for Boston in 
the playoffs too, but Pastrnak is directly responsible for driving his line, 
helping Hall’s play and the top power play unit. 

11. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 48-27-6 

Last week: 12 

Hailey rank: 11 

Shayna rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Shayna: Maybe this is the boring answer, but I don’t care. Love the Oilers 
or hate them, it’s always good to see the best players in the world have 
the opportunity to compete in the postseason. Connor McDavid hasn’t 
always had that during his NHL career, or at least, had a good 
opportunity to do so based on the teams around him. This year, he’s 
once again having an MVP-caliber season. Now it’s time to see if he can 
take over games when they matter most. And, see how he manages 
against the likes of Phillip Danault and Anze Kopitar of the Kings. 

Sometimes it feels like we get tired of seeing McDavid or even Sidney 
Crosby consistently crush it, but it’s a sight to watch every single time 
he’s on the ice. And there’s a good chance we see that for more than one 
round, seeing as Edmonton’s the favorite in this Pacific Division matchup. 

12. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 45-25-11 

Last week: 11 

Hailey rank: 12 

Shayna rank: 12 

Sean rank: 13 

Sean: It’s not that Evgeni Malkin has been bad this season; he’s a point-
per-game player, albeit in just 40 games, and has 16 in 14 games since 
March 19 (with a four-game cross checking suspension mixed in there). 
He’s been great at times. That’s to be expected — he is, through it all, a 
great player. 

If the Penguins are going to make it out of the first round, though, they’re 
going to need more from him. Of Malkin’s 40 points, just 16 came at 5-
on-5. That, you see, is the problem. He hasn’t had consistent linemates 
— Bryan Rust, Rickard Rackell, Jason Zucker and Danton Heinen could 
all wind up on his wing at any given time — and his future in Pittsburgh 
is, to some degree, an open question. None of that is going to help 
matters. But if he’s not more productive, the Penguins’ season-ending 
slide is going to end without a reversal. 

13. Washington Capitals 

Record: 44-25-12 

Last week: 13 

Hailey rank: 13 

Shayna rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 
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Sean: Shayna and Hailey stuck me with all the obvious ones. That’s 
good — I’m real stupid! But yeah, this spot is Alex Ovechkin’s, and it’s his 
for a couple reasons. The first is that he’s still fantastic. He followed up a 
midseason productivity lull with 18 goals in his last 24 games, putting him 
at 50 overall. That’s standard Ovechkin stuff. We’re used to it, because 
we’ve been watching it since 2005. 

What we’re not used to? The big fella missing games. He’s played less 
than 77 games in a normal NHL season exactly twice, and he hit the 
mark again this season, but a late upper-body injury has his early series 
availability (theoretically) in doubt. He’s going to play — there’s no sense 
in pretending otherwise — but he may not be at 100 percent. That’s a 
version of Ovechkin we haven’t seen. 

14. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 44-27-11 

Last week: 15 

Hailey rank: 14 

Shayna rank: 14 

Sean rank: 15 

Hailey: We’re less than a year removed from watching Phillip Danault 
eating pizza and shutting down opposing top lines in the playoffs. Since 
then, he’s signed a big-ticket contract and added a better scoring touch 
to his arsenal, more than doubling his previous career high in goals with 
27 in 79 games. His 51 points are only two shy of his previous high of 53 
scored in 2018-19. Danault has elevated his game offensively, all without 
sacrificing his diligence on the defensive side of the puck. He leads a 
solid two-way line for the Kings, has eased the burden on No. 1 center 
Anze Kopitar and allowed young centers Gabe Vilardi and Quinton 
Byfield to be slotted into favorable matchups. The bet on Danault’s $33 
million deal has paid off so far. 

The Kings and Oilers first-round matchup is locked in. In 2020-21, 
Danault was effective all the way to the Stanley Cup Final. What will this 
version be able to do against McDavid and the Oilers? 

15. Nashville Predators 

Record: 45-29-7 

Last week: 14 

Hailey rank: 15 

Shayna rank: 16 

Sean rank: 14 

Sean: I don’t want to say that Roman Josi ran out of gas down the stretch 
— he just didn’t hit the 100-point mark. Last month, that felt like a lock. 
Hilarious stuff, due to him being a defenseman and all that. What he still 
managed, though, was to set the Preds’ franchise record for points. I 
figured Filip Forsberg held that, and I was wrong. 

The thing about Forsberg? If he played a full season, he probably 
would’ve been right there with Josi. The man scored 42 goals in his first 
67 games. Did you know he missed that much time? Because I did not. 
The end result is that he started Thursday tied for second in goals per 60 
minutes, league wide, among players with at least 500 minutes. Only 
Auston Matthews has him beat. That’s primetime stuff — and if the Preds 
are going to compete in the first round, with Juuse Saros likely on the 
sideline, they’re going to need everything he’s got. 

16. Dallas Stars 

Record: 45-30-6 

Last week: 16 

Hailey rank: 16 

Shayna rank: 15 

Sean rank: 16 

Shayna: The Stars aren’t the most exciting team around … until their first 
line hops over the boards. It’s a group effort between Jason Robertson, 
Roope Hintz and Joe Pavelski, who each contribute something to make 
this trio thrive. But is Robertson a star, or what? Like a legitimate star, not 
just a Dallas Star. 

The winger has been such a game-changer over the last two seasons. 
The now-40-goal scorer (!) rises to the occasion, and elevates his game 
when his team needs it most. Look at their game against Vegas a few 
days ago; he scored tying goals twice to keep his team in it. By Dom 
Luszczyszyn’s model, he has the eighth best offensive rating in the 
league. Think of how many teams would kill to have him headlining their 
winger depth now after passing on him in the draft. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 40-30-11 

Last week: 17 

Hailey rank: 17 

Shayna rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Hailey: Something wasn’t right with Elias Pettersson at the start of the 
season, and really, the Canucks team as a whole. It doesn’t really matter 
what it was because a lot of the issues seemed to be fixed now under 
Bruce Boudreau. Specifically with Pettersson, he’s scored 53 points in 53 
games since Boudreau was hired in December. Arguably no player has 
embodied the Boudreau glow up more than him — save for J.T. Miller, 
who scored 74 points in his last 53 games, but he was already a point-
per-game player. Miller went from being good to really good. While 
Pettersson went from looking lost to looking like an elite forward in the 
league again. 

If he repeats that point-per-game production for a full season under 
Boudreau, he’s going to be fine. 

Maybe he’ll even hit 100 points like someone predicted … 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 42-31-8 

Last week: 18 

Hailey rank: 18 

Shayna rank: 17 

Sean rank: 18 

Sean: It feels exceedingly stupid to say this after the way the things 
ended for the Golden Knights — turns out they weren’t any good, 
whoopsie daisies — but they’re on track to get a full season’s worth of 
Jack Eichel. That counts for something. 

Now, has Eichel spent the last few weeks taking shots? Sure. Those are 
the breaks when you’re the star on a team that has the wheels come off. 
The juxtaposition between all *gestures toward the desert* that, and how 
Eichel’s old team have ended their season is stark. There’s also a lot of 
work to do elsewhere for Vegas; signing Johnny Gaudreau for $13 million 
a season or whatever isn’t an option. But … he’s Jack Eichel. He’s a big 
deal for a reason. Whether the Golden Knights crawl out of the muck is a 
fair question, but I’d bet on him being really good next season no matter 
what. And as we know, bets in Vegas never backfire. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 37-32-11 

Last week: 20 

Hailey rank: 19 
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Shayna rank: 19 

Sean rank: 19 

Sean: It’s tough to look at the Jets and see anything other than a team 
stuck in neutral. There are a lot of finished products on that roster and 
not many points (or playoff series wins) to show for it. Kyle Connor is a 
boring choice — of course your 46-goal, 92-point guy is going to be a 
reason for optimism — but he’s the right one for a couple reasons. One 
of them? If Winnipeg takes a real look inward and decides that the 
current course isn’t correct, Connor is going to be a prime trade piece. 
Several guys on that roster fit that bill, in fact. It’s better than nothing. 

Assuming they don’t take that route, I’ll be interested to see what a new 
coach can pull off with this group. They don’t lack for talent, but the 
results are undeniably mediocre. Weird situation. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 37-34-10 

Last week: 20 

Hailey rank: 20 

Shayna rank: 20 

Sean rank: 20 

Shayna: Between the pipes, Ilya Sorokin had such a strong season on 
Long Island. It’s unfortunate that so many feel that making the playoffs is 
a parameter for the Vezina, because he should finish top-three on the 
ballot for his efforts. Even though his team fell short, it wasn’t for a lack of 
goaltending — he can check off the boxes for one of the ‘best’ 
performances by a goaltender this season, and the ‘most valuable’ 
depending on how the award is viewed. 

In 51 games in all situations, according to Evolving-Hockey, Sorokin 
saved 21.93 goals above expected. That puts him third in the league 
behind Shesterkin and Andersen. Thirty-four of those 51 games qualify 
as a ‘quality start’ or a game in which a goaltender gave their team a 
chance to win by earning a GSAx above zero. Even more impressive is 
that he accomplished this in his first year of taking on a starter’s workload 
at the NHL level, after splitting the net and playing 22 games last year. 

So there should be stability in net for years to come with Sorokin, who is 
living up to the hype so far in his young NHL career. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 31-39-11 

Last week: 21 

Hailey rank: 21 

Shayna rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Shayna: Pressure and high expectations are part of the deal for first-
overall picks. That’s true for Owen Power who is getting off to an 
impressive NHL start, and will be exciting to watch next year. It’s also 
true for Rasmus Dahlin, drafted first overall in 2018. Over the last few 
seasons, there have been glimmers of his skill but he hadn’t really 
developed into a game-breaker quite yet. There’s been instability in 
Buffalo that factors into that too, though. But over the last couple of 
months, he’s really kicked his game up and is showing that difference-
making ability. 

Dahlin can skate his way out of danger, and bring the puck up the ice 
with possession, and quarterback offensive plays from the blue line. 
Between his shooting and passing, he can help tilt the ice in the Sabres’ 
favor at even strength, too. There’s a lot of potential here, and he’s on 
the right path to put it all together. Next year could be the year he really 
hits the star status that’s expected. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 31-36-14 

Last week: 23 

Hailey rank: 22 

Shayna rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Sean: Bet you all thought I was going to say Trevor Zegras. Nope! Nope! 
Nope! I’m going with Troy Terry. Is that because he was one of the best 
guests we’ve had on The Athletic Hockey Show? Is it because he’s an 
American? No. No, of course not. 

Part of it, though, is the stuff he said on the show. He’s a smart dude, 
and he’s also adjusting to life as a goal-scorer, rather than as the pure 
playmaker he was up until this point. It worked out well; he’s at 36 goals 
and counting. Now, after spending a whole bunch of time with Ryan 
Getzlaf, he’s penciled in as a Zegras running mate for hopefully the next 
decade or so. 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 32-36-13 

Last week: 22 

Hailey rank: 23 

Shayna rank: 23 

Sean rank: 23 

Shayna: There has to be optimism for Tomas Hertl since the biggest 
question for the Sharks the entire year was whether they were going to 
extend or trade him. He’s a high-end top-six center who can make an 
impact on both ends of the ice. Without him, this team looks a lot 
different. But it also would likely signal a change in direction — that they 
were heading toward a re-tooling. 

Instead, the Sharks have to navigate this cap situation with the hurdle of 
another major contract. It shouldn’t have to be asked how a team is going 
to figure out how to balance the books just after signing such a significant 
deal. But the Sharks have had a tendency of signing their core players to 
these absolutely massive contracts at the wrong point in their careers. 
Every deal, inevitably, becomes a weight on the cap in the later years. 
That’s going to make this offseason interesting as the front office 
changes. How is management going to dig their way out of cap hell? Can 
they find a way to salvage the situation and find supporting players 
before all of their core pieces are out of their primes? 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 37-37-7 

Last week: 24 

Hailey rank: 24 

Shayna rank: 25 

Sean rank: 25 

Sean: For too many years to count, the Blue Jackets were thin down the 
middle. Pierre-Luc Dubois wasn’t around long enough to count. In the 
last year or so, they’ve addressed the position in a big way. Jack 
Roslovic had the best season of his career. Cole Sillinger stuck in the 
NHL as an 18-year-old. Kent Johnson joined up after Michigan’s season 
ended. All three seem like legitimate answers to a long-term question. I’ll 
go with Johnson as the frontman here — his skill is pretty remarkable — 
but pick any of the three and you’d be fine. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 32-42-7 
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Last week: 25 

Hailey rank: 25 

Shayna rank: 26 

Sean rank: 24 

Hailey: There were lengthy stretches of this season where almost 
everything went wrong for the Ottawa Senators. Brady Tkachuk took time 
to ramp up after missing camp. Tim Stützle started slow. Erik Brannstrom 
broke his hand. There was the COVID-19 outbreak, and then a flu that 
went around the room. Drake Batherson got targeted by Aaron Dell and 
missed his first All-Star nod. Josh Norris missed some time with a 
shoulder injury. And then, there were the two injuries to Shane Pinto that 
ended up requiring surgery. Frankly, the single biggest reason to be 
optimistic about the Senators is that this can’t possibly happen again … 
right? 

But, anyone who knows me and my time covering Ottawa, is that I am a 
big fan of Pinto’s game. His return to health and the lineup should be 
good for the Sens. Pinto is a reliable top-six center who can be impactful 
in all situations. He’s good on faceoffs, he’s good on the PK. He has a 
nice shot and playmaking ability. The idea of a top-six with Norris and 
Pinto up the middle should be the bones for something good, especially if 
other young players — Brady Tkachuk, Stützle and Batherson — 
continue to take steps in the right direction. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 31-40-10 

Last week: 26 

Hailey rank: 26 

Shayna rank: 24 

Sean rank: 26 

Hailey: Moritz Seider is probably going to win the Calder Trophy, or at 
least he should. He came into the NHL as a 20-year-old and made an 
immediate impact on the Red Wings. He’s shown he’s capable of playing 
the No. 1 defender role already. He can hit. He can quarterback the 
power play. He can keep plays alive in the offensive zone and has the 
offense to match with 49 points in 81 games. He has become one of 
Detroit’s most important, most heavily relied-upon players. 

A more experienced Seider in 2022-23 is exciting to think about. 
Honestly, there’s more than just one reason to be optimistic about the 
Red Wings: Lucas Raymond is going to be older and probably wiser too, 
maybe he makes a jump in productivity. There’s Jakub Vrana who, 
ideally, is healthy. Maybe Simon Edvinsson arrives? Maybe they get a 
fresh perspective behind the bench with a new coach? There could be a 
lot of moving pieces this summer, and that could be good in Detroit. 

But unless the Red Wings add impact free agents, I’m not sure how 
much better they’ll be. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 28-42-11 

Last week: 27 

Hailey rank: 27 

Shayna rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

Sean: Huh. This one was tough. It’s been said 1,000 different ways here, 
but the Blackhawks are in the process of restarting a rebuild that they, for 
whatever reason, aborted last year. Scott Powers wrote a nice story on 
top prospect Lukas Reichel, who spent most of the season getting some 
AHL seasoning. Hopefully more of that is on the way for Chicago. 
They’re in the right lane, if nothing else. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 27-45-9 

Last week: 28 

Hailey rank: 27 

Shayna rank: 28 

Sean rank: 28 

Sean: Unreal performance this season by Jack Hughes. We know about 
the on-ice leap he took in between injuries; 56 points in 49 games is 
ahead-of-schedule production. If he stays healthy, he’s going to be 
everything New Jersey hoped he’d be. 

On top of all that, though, is a well-timed, season-ending knee injury. 
Sure, in a perfect world, Oliver Wahlstrom wouldn’t have sprained 
Hughes’ MCL with a dirty hit in the first place … but with him out of the 
lineup, the Devils have added a whole bunch of ping-pong balls to the 
lottery hopper. They’ve now lost six straight and have the fifth-best odds 
at winning the first pick. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 26-48-6 

Last week: 29 

Hailey rank: 29 

Shayna rank: 30 

Sean rank: 29 

Hailey: Brandon Tanev is expected to be back for the 2022-23 season 
after ACL surgery in December. He’s fast, he’s physical, he’s developed 
a nice scoring touch — he was third in Kraken scoring with nine goals 
before his injury — and he brings so much energy that his teammates 
call him Turbo. Tanev is a lot of fun to watch. I’d be excited to have him 
back next season if I were a fan. 

However, the real reason for optimism for the Kraken, and I’m going 
against our player rule here, is probably their 12 draft selections this 
summer. Or rather the 34 over the next three drafts. And their $22 million 
in cap space for next season. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 25-45-11 

Last week: 31 

Hailey rank: 30 

Shayna rank: 31 

Sean rank: 30 

Hailey: At first I thought it would be nice for the Flyers to get Ryan Ellis 
back next season. He’s a solid defender and could be the centerpiece of 
a blue line. But the more I read about his injury situation via Charlie 
O’Connor, the more I wonder if this is a reason for pessimism, especially 
when it comes to the lack of information surrounding his status, his 
recovery and, really, the injury in general. The goalposts on what is 
happening and what will happen have been moved so many times that 
there are even reports he hasn’t been around the team since the start of 
2022. 

Outside of Ellis, I’m hesitant to pick an individual player here, given GM 
Chuck Fletcher’s desire for an aggressive retool. The team doesn’t have 
a ton of cap space right now, so bringing in significant players will require 
bodies (and money) to move out the door. 

Perhaps a healthy full season of Kevin Hayes — plus whatever free 
agents or trades the team can bring in — is reason to be optimistic? 

31. Montreal Canadiens 
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Record: 21-49-11 

Last week: 30 

Hailey rank: 32 

Shayna rank: 29 

Sean rank: 31 

Shayna: Marty St. Louis has been nothing short of a breath of fresh air in 
Montreal. The results may not always show it, but he brings an innovative 
approach that this league needs — like emphasizing concepts over 
systems and encouraging players to make reads on developing plays 
and following their instincts. The impact he’s had in a short time is 
already super clear, especially when it comes to Cole Caufield. 

Ahead of the coaching change, Caufield, who many expected to be in 
Calder contention, had just one goal and seven assists in 30 games. His 
start was nothing short of disappointing, but the blame didn’t land 
squarely on his shoulders. Since the St. Louis era kicked off, he’s leading 
the team in goals (19) and is second in points (32) in 36 games. That’s 
four times his early-season scoring in only six more games. One notable 
change in his game is how often he drives to the slot. There’s so much a 
former player like St. Louis — someone who knows what it takes to work 
incredibly hard to reach this level and was an elite player — can teach. 
And it doesn’t hurt that he’s not too far removed from playing, either. 

This side-by-side is WILD   

Marty St. Louis showing Cole Caufield the fake one-timer and then Cole 
pulling it off in game   

(via @Mitch_Giguere) pic.twitter.com/IcMbC5t2Nr 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) April 7, 2022 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 24-50-7 

Last week: 32 

Hailey rank: 31 

Shayna rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Shayna: This is the toughest of the bunch. It’s going to be really 
interesting to see how player acquisition goes for Arizona this summer 
considering their situation. Maybe some will love the vibes from a small 
arena — there is potential to make it a really cool experience — but there 
has to be a willingness to give that a shot. 

Luckily, one of their best players is under contract for a while. So barring 
some major change, Clayton Keller should still be leading the way for the 
Coyotes next year. The winger put up 63 points in 67 games, and was on 
pace to set career highs before suffering an unfortunate season-ending 
injury. He was generating scoring chances at a high rate and sending his 
teammate high-danger passes to facilitate their games. Between Keller 
and Nick Schmaltz, there was some exciting offensive creation for a 
stretch. Hopefully, there’s some talent around him next year so he can 
build off this season and exceed the milestone he tried to reach. 
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How prospect Malcolm Spence is working to make hockey more diverse 

 

Lukas Weese  

 

It’s Monday morning and silence permeates the Ford Performance 
Centre. On a normal practice day, the Toronto Maple Leafs’ practice 
facility would be filled with the sounds of passing pucks, piercing posts 
and sliding skates. 

This Monday is different. There’s no Leafs practice. Instead, a teenager 
will step onto the ice a few days before his name is announced among 
the latest prospects to enter the Ontario Hockey League. 

Malcolm Spence enters the facility, hockey bag on his shoulder, sticks in 
his arms. He poses for the camera in front of him before heading to the 
dressing room to suit up. Top Shelf Sports Management, the agency that 
represents Spence, is shooting some photo and video content ahead of 
the 2022 OHL Priority Selection on April 29. In attendance is Malcolm’s 
mom, Stacey; Leafs skating consultant, Michele Moore Davison, who 
taught Malcolm how to skate at three years old; her brother, Ryan; and 
Eric Faion, Malcolm’s agent. 

Mild-mannered and modest, Spence exhibits a magnetic presence when 
he steps on the ice. He demonstrates an attention to detail doing drills 
with Michele while showcasing his gliding stride as he handles the puck. 
Spence’s trademark — his shot — sends the puck in the back of the net 
or ringing off the post. 

Only a handful of people are in attendance to watch Spence show off his 
on-ice skill set. In a few months, thousands of fans will see the forward 
prospect up close. Projected to be one of the top picks in the OHL Draft, 
Spence brings an added level of excitement to an already anticipated 
draft class. 

As a Black player, Spence understands the platform he has to be a role 
model for young BIPOC hockey players. At 15 years old, he is already 
deeply committed to promoting opportunities for BIPOC players in a sport 
that struggles with diversity. 

“I want to make it easier for the younger generation,” Spence said. 

Anthony Stewart remembers meeting Spence a couple of seasons ago 
when he first came into the GTHL. Hailing from Burlington, Ont., Spence 
played for the Burlington Eagles Atom and Minor Peewee teams before 
moving to the Mississauga Senators in the GTHL. 

Stewart recalls how personable Spence was at such a young age, 
walking into the arena, shaking hands and looking people right in the 
eye. 

“Some of those players could come in and be a little bit overconfident,” 
Stewart said. “What separates him is his maturity.” 

Stewart was selected at No. 25 in the 2003 NHL Draft. Like Spence, 
Stewart played in the GTHL for the North York Canadiens before playing 
four years with the Kingston Frontenacs in the OHL. As a Black player, 
Stewart remembers what it was like coming up in the hockey ranks, 
being one of only a few players of colour. 

There are currently only 42 BIPOC players on NHL rosters, representing 
5.7 percent of the league. By creating the charity Hockey Equality, 
Stewart aims to make the hockey player population more representative 
of the BIPOC community across Canada. 

Hockey Equality’s primary mission is to make hockey more accessible 
given the financial burden the sport typically requires. Stewart started 
Hockey Equality during the pandemic when he noticed that prices for 
registration, equipment and ice were getting out of reach for many 
families. He could only work with six or seven kids at a time because the 
ice was too expensive. 

Stewart identified 10 of the top current BIPOC players in Ontario to work 
with when launching Hockey Equality, serving as the inaugural 
ambassadors for the program. It didn’t take Stewart long to select 
Spence. 

Being a part of Hockey Equality provides Spence with an opportunity to 
interact with players with similar shared experiences. 
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“He understands the importance of growing the game and being around 
players that look like yourself and share similar experiences growing up,” 
Stewart said. 

Spence has bought in on Hockey Equality’s mission now and for the 
future. “Knowing that other people have gone through it makes me more 
comfortable in my skin,” he said. (Courtesy of Hockey Equality) 

“I explained to him: It was me, my brother, Wayne Simmonds, Joel Ward, 
Devante Smith-Pelly. All the summers we trained together, worked out 
together and went to establishments together. We had that close-knit 
community that helped us when we went to our respective teams, just 
having that bond.” 

Spence credits Stewart and his wife, Chanté, for opening the door to 
Hockey Equality. While Stewart shares knowledge about the next level, 
it’s Chonté who maintains the personal connections with BIPOC players 
like Spence. 

“They made hockey more of an equality sport and not just a one-man 
sport,” Spence said. 

The three pillars of Hockey Equality include grassroots, development and 
mentorship. Grassroots consists of initiatives that help promote the 
diversity and inclusion around hockey. Whether it’s participating in mental 
health seminars or attending an event where Simmonds speaks to 
BIPOC players about his experiences as a Black player in the NHL, 
Spence isn’t afraid to be vulnerable. When Sportsnet talent developers 
came to teach the kids about how to do an interview, Spence was the 
first to put up his hand and ask questions. 

“He always wants to learn and get better,” Stewart said. “That’s what 
separates him from other players.” 

On the development side, players U12 or older in rep hockey leagues 
receive on-ice and dryland training. The most important program for 
Spence is the mentorship aspect of Hockey Equality. Building 
relationships with fellow BIPOC players allows a community to flourish as 
they progress in their careers. Spence is the first to congratulate a fellow 
BIPOC player on social media when they achieve a milestone or praise 
Hockey Equality when they complete a program. 

Not only is Spence an active participant, willing to learn, but he’s bought 
in on Hockey Equality’s mission now and for the future. 

“Knowing that other people have gone through it makes me more 
comfortable in my skin,” Spence said. “I can talk about my experiences 
and talk about the stuff that I’ve gone through. It’s easier to cope and 
digest what happened in some of those situations with other kids that are 
getting it as well. 

“I’m just there to support them and they’re there to support me.” 

Through his work with Hockey Equality, Spence hopes to bring BIPOC 
players younger than him to the sport. One example is Isaiah Johnson, 
who plays on the Mississauga Rebels. He attends all the Mississauga 
Senators games to watch Spence play. After the games, Johnson will go 
up to Spence and congratulate him on his performance. Spence’s Black 
peers at school also approach him after games, asking about hockey and 
how to improve training. 

“I know I’m an inspiration to them,” Spence said. “It keeps me motivated, 
knowing that there are kids like that out there who look up to me.” 

Dan Ninkovich began training Spence when he was 10 years old at 
Beyond the Next Level in Oakville, Ontario. He’s worked with several 
NHL players, including Jack Hughes and Owen Power, both of whom 
went No. 1 in their respective drafts. Spence has spent countless hours 
with Ninkovich, improving his edgework and developing a powerful shot. 

According to Ninkovich, getting Spence off the ice is a challenge. 

“He will stay and move the nets and pick up the pucks after practice,” 
Ninkovich said. “He’s got a compete level that stays on the ice.” 

Moore Davison also trained with NHLers, including Edmonton Oilers’ 
Darnell Nurse, Ryan McLeod and Evan Bouchard. She sees similarities 
between them and Spence, most notably their willingness to accept and 
incorporate feedback. 

“He always wants feedback,” Moore Davison said. “He’s always asking 
‘how was that? What do you think?’ And that’s a huge testament to his 
attitude and his drive and desire to be a better player.” 

When Spence arrived with the Senators, he was the sixth- or seventh-
best forward, according to Mississauga head coach Chris Stevenson. 
Now, he finished the season as one of the GTHL’s top goal scorers. 
Spence recorded 29 goals and 27 assists, leading the Senators in 
scoring. 

Spence started slowly in the OHL Cup. But a turning point came against 
the Elgin-Middlesex Chiefs, where Spence scored a hat trick. 

The bigger the game, the better Spence played. The work ethic invested 
over the years manifested on the ice when the stakes grew. 

In the final against the Toronto Jr. Canadiens, a rival of the Senators, 
Mississauga dominated to a 6-2 victory. Spence recorded one goal and 
two assists, showing his jersey to the crowd and shushing the opposition. 

Malcolm Spence shows off his soft hands in tight as the 
@GTHL_Senators go up 2-0 off a turnover.#OHLCup | @UnderArmour 
pic.twitter.com/uYsVXGR8t2 

— OntarioHockeyLeague (@OHLHockey) April 4, 2022 

When the horn sounded, crowning the Senators OHL Cup champions, 
Spence celebrated with his teammates. He didn’t want the spotlight to be 
on him but on the players and coaches who got him to this point. 

“He’s been a top kid all season,” Stevenson said. “But he stays modest. 
He stays humble, knowing that it’s just the beginning of his journey.” 

After an intense training session on the Ford Performance Centre ice, 
Spence approaches the bench. He shares an embrace with Michele and 
Greg — two impactful figures in Spence’s hockey career — before going 
back on the ice for more drills. 

Spence’s life will change once his name gets announced on Friday. The 
OHL is only the beginning. He has bigger aspirations in his hockey 
career. 

While Spence is excited and nervous about Friday’s draft, he’s 
appreciative of those Black players who have come before him and who 
continue to serve as role models in his life. Players like Stewart or 
Quinton Byfield, who went No. 2 to the Los Angeles Kings in the 2020 
NHL Draft. 

“How he played the game, how he controlled the game, he was a force to 
be reckoned with,” Spence said of Byfield. “To also see him take off the 
jersey and the helmet and see he just looks like me — the same colour 
as me. It hit home that, ‘Hey, I can do this too.’” 

The Athletic LOADED: 04.30.2022 

1243519 Websites 

 

With top 2022 NHL Draft prospect Isaac Howard, they don’t ask ‘how?’ 
— they ask ‘how many?’ 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

LANDSHUT, Germany — Isaac “Ike” Howard was the early story of this 
year’s U18 World Championship. 
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It started on Day 1 when the American forward made the rival Canadians 
look weaker than some hockey folks in Landshut’s Fanatec Arena had 
ever seen them, with chance after chance (a game-high nine of them on 
net), scoring half of USA’s eight goals and setting up a fifth in a 
statement-making win. 

It continued on Day 2, when he added a fifth goal and four more shots to 
his totals in a win over Czechia. 

Even when the goals didn’t fall on Day 4 and Day 6 in American routs 
over Germany and Latvia (he registered just a lone assist in those two 
games) there he was, again and again, standing, open in the slot, to 
receive a pass and create chance after chance. 

This isn’t his first moment. There have been many others. There may not 
be a 2004-born American hockey player who has scored more goals, or 
more points in their young career than Howard. 

But there have always been questions — not of character but of upside, 
and for a long time, of size. Those questions, even after he set Team 
USA’s goal record at the Youth Olympics, and even after he scored at 
one of the highest under-17 rates in the history of USA Hockey’s national 
development program, followed him into this year — his draft year. 

There were never questions of whether he was talented. Those were 
answered long ago. Heading into this season, NHL scouts would have 
told you, almost unanimously, that he was a first-round pick. But few of 
them would have agreed on just how high in the first round he should go. 

So this moment is different, because this is his last chance before the 
draft to make them stop asking questions of him. 

And if the old hockey adage — the one that says “they don’t ask ‘how?’, 
they ask ‘how many?'” — is true, then the big question has already been 
answered: he’s not just a first-rounder, he’s one of the very best players 
in the 2022 class. 

Even Rich Metro, the U16 head coach and director of player 
development at Shattuck-St. Mary’s School, wasn’t sure Isaac Howard 
was going to be this good. 

“I don’t know if I would have predicted first round,” Metro said. 

When Howard arrived at the prestigious Minnesota school (which was 
just an hour away from his hometown of Hudson, W.I.) for his freshman 
and sophomore years of high school, Metro said the then-14-year-old 
was undersized at the time. And while he became the team’s top 
offensive weapon almost immediately, leading the U14 team in scoring 
with 49 goals and 78 points in 53 games, he had a long way to go to get 
to where he now is four years later. 

“His (weakness) back then was he didn’t want to play a whole lot of 
defence,” Metro said. “And it wasn’t because he didn’t know how to. He 
just wanted to score so many goals that he’d hang a little bit and play the 
odds. And he could get away with it. We always kind of made jokes about 
it when I’d show him video, but he accepted it and he grew from it.” 

But there was never any denying the raw skill he had. 

When Howard joined Metro’s U16 team in his second and last year at the 
school, Metro, who had just left Lake Superior State University to join 
Shattuck two years earlier, said the 15-year-old was already more 
talented than some of his Division I players were. 

“He was special, that’s for sure,” Metro said. “He could really shoot a 
puck. His stick skill set was off the charts, whether it was batting pucks 
down, tipping them, shooting it, or the one-timer. He had an arsenal in 
the bag for sure. He was very electric. If he could jump on a puck and go, 
there was no one catching him. He had those instincts that not a lot of 
guys had and when he found an opening, he was gone and there was no 
looking back, he wanted to put it under the bar as fast as possible.” 

Despite a groin injury, which nagged him throughout his entire 
sophomore season and left him limping around the rink on off-days, 
Howard continued to fill the net too, scoring 31 goals and 64 points in 38 

games to remain Shattuck’s most productive (1.68 points per game) 
player. And he did it on a team that Metro said could have won nationals 
before COVID-19 shut down their season, playing up a year with older 
players like would-be Bruins draft pick Andre Gasseau and Red Wings 
draft pick Shai Buium, as well as future NTDP teammate Ryan Chesley 
and top 2004-born minor hockey star Michael La Starza. 

That year, he also played for Team USA for the first time at the Youth 
Olympics in Switzerland, scoring seven goals (the second-most ever 
scored in the tournament behind only the nine goals 2023 draft sensation 
Matvei Michkov scored that same year) in four games. 

After the Youth Olympics, which solidified his spot at the national 
program (especially because COVID-19 prevented USA Hockey from 
hosting its usual 50-player camp), Metro found Howard to be a 
completely different player. 

He’d always had the work ethic. 

“He was a real hockey junkie,” Metro said of Howard from Day 1. “He 
was always out back in the rain blasting away shooting pucks, he always 
had a stick in his hands doing the skill work after practice, and he was 
just one of those guys that was always around the rink. He was fun. He 
had a personality to him. He had lots of energy. And you could see in his 
eyes that he was a guy that wanted to score and loved to score goals, 
whether it was in practice or in games. He was just a really good kid who 
was hungry to play, you wanted on your team, and was a great 
teammate as well.” 

But after his taste of USA Hockey, a switch flipped and he found a new 
level on and off the ice. 

“It was just game on and he was just flooding the net with goals and he 
had a lot of confidence and swagger and he was very excitable, he was 
very hungry,” Metro said. 

So when he followed up that torrid end-of-year pace with 27 goals and 54 
points in just 34 games to lead USA Hockey’s U17 team in goals per 
game (0.79), assists per game (0.79) and points per game (1.58), even 
playing up again to score 19 points in 17 games with the U18 team in his 
first year at the program (and playing in his first U18 worlds as an 
underager), any doubts Metro may have had vanished. 

And when he followed last year up by leading the U18 team in scoring 
into his second U18 worlds with 71 points in 54 games, he began to 
remove the doubts of others one-by-one too. 

By late November, sitting inside his office at USA Hockey Arena, U18 
head coach Adam Nightingale was long past having any questions about 
Howard. 

“Ike has added a lot of layers to his game. He’s a gifted finisher. He 
doesn’t need many chances in the slot. And those guys that are scorers 
seem to get there when no one’s on them whereas the guys who aren’t 
seem to get there with someone over top of them. And that’s just his gift. 
But he’s also competitive at the puck, plus his play away from the puck 
has really improved,” Nightingale said. 

By the time they’d arrived in Germany to put a stamp on their two years 
together, and Howard had opened the tournament with that four-goal 
performance, Nightingale could only smile when asked about him, as if 
knowing what that game meant for him personally and for their team. 

“He’s a natural goal scorer and he’s really good at finding those areas. 
He’s got a really unique ability to finish but I liked how he (creates) 
playing tenacious and getting it to the inside. That’s something he should 
be really proud of. He has grown his game where he’s a threat every time 
he’s on the ice. (His) play away from the puck is just as important too,” 
Nightingale said. “Having him going in this tournament is huge. With him 
at his best, I like our outcomes.” 

When his linemate, Frank Nazar, was asked about Howard on the team’s 
off-day before the quarters a few days later, he smiled just like 
Nightingale had. 
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“Well, it’s obviously pretty easy to find him open in the slot,” Nazar said, 
chuckling. “It’s just fun to find him. Some games, everything goes in. And 
even when they don’t we’re usually getting our chances. We’re both so 
creative that things open up.” 

Standing inside Fanatec Arena on the morning of USA’s second game of 
the U18 worlds, less than 24 hours after his five-point performance, 
Howard’s not the underdeveloped kid he was when he started out at 
Shattuck. 

His shoulders are wide and broader than most of his teammates, and his 
5-foot-10 frame has filled out with muscle. In his sophomore year at 
Shattuck, Howard says he was 155 pounds. Now his listed weight is 183 
pounds, which makes him heavier than 15 of his teammates in Germany. 

“Oh he’s bulky now,” Metro said on a recent call. 

He has worked diligently to answer that question ever since the Youth 
Olympics, when he could feel his dream becoming closer to reality, 
training to add lean muscle mass at home with Royalty Sports 
Performance under strength coach Carson Fossum in the offseason, and 
under Brian Galivan of GVN Performance in-season. 

At the national program, Galivan refers to Howard as one of his top 
athletes. 

Howard says that athleticism has always come naturally. He also played 
competitive soccer and tennis growing up, playing doubles tennis with 
one of his best friends all the way through to eighth grade, and soccer 
through to seventh before choosing hockey. 

He also grew up in a competitive, “very loud … chaotic” household with 
three brothers (two older, one younger), which he says prepared him for 
the national program’s unique competitive environment in the gym or at 
practices. 

“It was chaotic in the house, honestly. But it helped me a lot. It was 
competitive from a young age and there were a lot of fights around the 
household but I think that was good to toughen me up. I wouldn’t want it 
any other way,” he said, adding that it wasn’t uncommon for his mom 
Crystal (who works in healthcare) or his dad Tony (who works in 
construction) to have to pull his older brothers off of him growing up. 

He credits staff at Shattuck for instilling in him the habits that Nightingale 
now raves about, though. 

“Shattuck was kind of the first big stepping stone for me as a hockey 
player. Going there and moving away from my family in my freshman 
year, that was a big deal,” he said. “I have nothing but good things to say 
about that program. It was just constant ice. As a hockey player that 
wants to make it to the NTDP, wants to make it to the NHL, it’s an unreal 
setup.” 

In each of the last two years, whenever Shattuck has been in Michigan, 
Howard has made it a point to check their schedule and show up at all of 
their games. 

That included a recent visit to Detroit just before U18 worlds. 

“This tells you how good of a kid he is: he comes in the locker room and 
sees us and gives me a big hug and sends us texts all the time. He’s a 
special kid,” Metro said. “Every time he goes out of his way. He’s just an 
ace of a kid. It’s just really nice to see how good he has become as a 
hockey player and person. I know he’s going to do well and I wish him all 
the best.” 

Howard’s also thankful he has got to do it all with Chesley, who he has 
known since they played together at the famed Brick Invitational Hockey 
Tournament when they were 10 years old (and who he dormed with at 
Shattuck and is rooming with in Germany). This week, the Howard and 
Chesley families are together in Florida at the Chesley’s home there 
watching their games on TV. Next year, he and Chesley will go their 
separate ways when they join rival schools, with Chesley off to the 
University of Minnesota and Howard off to the University of Minnesota-
Duluth. 

Howard says he’s ready for that next step to the NCAA level and joked 
about looking forward to filling the Golden Gophers net in cross-
conference play. 

“I don’t think college is a big jump. I think it’s just another level,” Howard 
said confidently. “Playing the games this year (the NTDP plays college 
teams as part of its schedule) actually helps me a lot going into next 
year. I know what to expect now and other players don’t.” 

As for his game? He says after progress made on his defensive game 
and his board play to become more tenacious in stripping pucks off of 
opposing players (which he did on his very first goal of the tournament) at 
the program, it speaks for itself at this point, right down to his talked-
about ability to get open. 

“I’ve had that (goal scorer’s) instinct my whole life. I’m always able to find 
those soft areas, get away from pressure, and set myself up for a quick 
chance,” he said. “I like to describe my game as an offensive winger who 
has a creative mind on the ice. I try to make plays that others can’t and 
find soft areas for scoring goals.” 

After his play in Germany, his final draft ranking should speak for itself, 
too. At midseason, NHL Central Scouting ranked Howard 12th among 
North American skaters. Now there’s a top-10 discussion happening. 

Though Howard says he has tried not to focus on the draft and has used 
the games to clear his head, he admits he’s proud of that. 

“I know it’s a big stage. It’s not new for (me). At the NTDP, we get that 
every game, the scouts watching us. It’s a big moment though. This is my 
last opportunity. So just going out there and seizing the opportunity every 
game, it’s super important for me,” he said. 

And seize it he has. 

With reporting in Plymouth, Mich. 
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Down Goes Brown: 30 years ago, the NHL delivered the greatest single 
night in playoff history 

 

Sean McIndoe  

 

If I asked you to come up with the perfect night of NHL playoff hockey, 
what criteria would you go by? 

Maybe you’d start with star power. In that case, you’d probably want to 
see that year’s MVP, or the Vezina winner, or the Norris winner, and hell 
why not also the Norris runner up. Maybe you’d rather just have arguably 
the most skilled player of all time, or the player he’d soon pass the torch 
to. Or you might want to see a superstar pull off something that nobody 
had ever done before. If you were especially greedy, maybe you’d insist 
on all of those guys. 

Or maybe you’d skip the individual names and go for team-based 
storylines. You could start with a team in collapse, or an underdog 
chasing their first series win in forever, or a favorite facing down a 
decade-long drought, or one that was barely hanging on as a franchise 
and needed a win to survive. Maybe you’d want a long-running rivalry 
that had produced a constant string of playoff matchups, or a brand new 
one. You’d probably want the Presidents’ Trophy winners in there, and 
maybe the runners-up too. You’d definitely want the defending Stanley 
Cup champions to be involved, and also the next winner. Heck, why not 
the next four. You’d want drama, and overtime, and bad blood, and high 
stakes. 
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Or maybe you’d skip all of that and just insist on two words: Game 7. The 
best two words in playoff hockey, because it means a true winner-take-all 
showdown. One team survives and moves on to chase a championship, 
and one goes home with their hearts broken. A Game 7 is the best. Or 
maybe more than one. 

Could I interest you in all of the above? 

Good. Let’s look back on the single greatest night in the history of the 
NHL playoffs. Let’s head back almost exactly 30 years, to May 1, 1992, 
and let’s savor the chaos of something we’d never seen before, have 
never seen since, and probably never will again: Four separate Game 7 
showdowns all happening at the same time. 

Eight teams, eight stories 

The 1992 playoffs almost hadn’t happened, with a player strike on April 1 
marking the first work stoppage in NHL history and threatening to scrap 
the season. The strike lasted 10 days, pushing the playoffs back (and 
setting the stage for decades of lockouts to come), and the postseason 
officially began on April 18. 

Back then, the NHL defaulted to scheduling each conference on 
alternating days — no weird gaps, no random back-to-backs, just the 
knowledge that your team would play every second night for as long as 
they could last. The Campbell went first in 1992, and served up four very 
good series. Two of those went six games, and two more went the full 
seven, with those two deciding games being played on April 30; the 
Canucks beat the Jets and the Wings outlasted the Stars. Not a bad 
night of hockey. 

But the next night was the main event, because the Wales Conference 
saw all four series go the distance. That meant four Game 7s on one 
night. And with the Wales being the forerunner to the Eastern 
Conference, all four of those games were in the same time zone. Eight 
teams, eight seasons on the line, four winner-take-all showdowns, and all 
of it happening at the same time. We’d never seen it before, and we’ve 
never seen it since. May 1, 1992 delivered something unique in the 
history of the league. 

Penguins vs. Capitals. Sabres vs. Bruins. Whalers vs. Habs. And 
Rangers vs. Devils. It was about to get wild. 

The heart-breaker 

There was a time when a nearly decade-long drought in Buffalo meant 
losing in the playoffs, not missing them altogether. 

That’s the first thing you need to know about the Sabres/Bruins series. 
Buffalo came into it having failed to make the second round since 1983, a 
stretch that included six first-round exits, so the angst was palpable. 
They’d also faced the Bruins four times in the 1980s, and lost all four 
series. They needed this one, badly. 

That’s not to say that the Sabres were an especially good team. They’d 
finished 31-37-12 for 74 points, which wasn’t much even in the pre-loser 
point days. It could get you into the playoffs in the 21-team era,  but this 
team was far from a juggernaut. But they were stacked up front, boasting 
three future Hall of Famers in Pat LaFontaine, Dale Hawerchuk and Dave 
Andreychuk, plus a fourth who should be there with them in Alexander 
Mogilny. 

LaFontaine had come over in a midseason trade with the Islanders and 
racked up 46 goals and 93 points in just 57 games, the kind of video 
game numbers that gave a team some swagger. But the blue line was 
unimpressive, and the goaltending duties would fall to a 25-year-old 
named Tom Draper who was in his first season as a quasi-starter. Still, 
there was hope. 

The Bruins were a veteran team built to win, having lost two recent finals. 
They had Ray Bourque and Adam Oates — the latter being another 
midseason trade pickup — and the serviceable Andy Moog in net. They 
had a soon-to-be record-setting Joe Juneau and the cursed Glenn 
Murray. They’d posted a respectable 84 points, and had home ice. But 

they seemed vulnerable, with Cam Neely out with injury and not as much 
depth as you’d expect on a contender. 

The series had been a see-saw affair through five games, all of them 
close, with the Bruins earning a 3-2 lead thanks to a pair of overtime wins 
and the Sabres suffering a major loss when Mogilny broke his leg in 
Game 2. But the tide seemed to turn in Game 6, when the Sabres 
jumped out to a 5-0 lead and poured in three late goals to make the final 
9-3. Moog was yanked, Bourque was a minus-3, and the Aud was 
rocking. It started to feel like Game 7 was building to the moment when 
the Sabres would finally slay the dragon. 

It wasn’t. Murray opened the scoring in the first, but LaFontaine tied it in 
the second. (The goal gave LaFontaine at least one in every game of the 
series, the only player to ever do that in a seven-game matchup.) The 
teams traded goals early in the third, setting up a nail-biting finish. And 
with so many stars in play, it was an unlikely hero who stepped up to 
decide things. 

The lead would hold, despite a furious Sabres push that included an 
absolutely jaw-dropping robbery by Moog on the red-hot LaFontaine. The 
end result: Same as it always was, with the Sabres watching the Bruins 
celebrate another series win. 

Epilogue: The nine-year streak of playoff futility would motivate the 
Sabres to go all-in on a blockbuster trade for a proven winner. No longer 
content to trust their playoff goaltending to the Tom Drapers of the world, 
Buffalo paid up to pry four-time Cup winner Grant Fuhr out of Toronto, 
and he started every game of the inevitable 1993 rematch with the 
Bruins. That one saw the Sabres finally break through, winning the series 
on the legendary May Day goal. 

In that sense, you could say that the trade worked out perfectly, and 
maybe the pain of 1992 was even worth it in the end. (Although in 
hindsight, they already had a pretty decent goaltender already on the 
roster …) 

The collapse 

If I told you that the Penguins met the Capitals and it went down in 
history as an epic collapse for one team, I bet you’d never guess which 
one it was that huh OK, yeah, you all got it right. It’s the Caps. 

The twist here is that back in 1992, the dynamic was still mostly new. 
This was only the second time that the two teams had ever met in the 
playoffs, with the previous meeting being a fairly nondescript Penguins 
win in 1991. And while the Capitals had become the first team in NHL 
history to blow a 2-0 series lead in a best-of-five in 1985, and followed 
that up by being the third team to blow a 3-1 series lead in a best-of-
seven in 1987, their reputation as playoff chokers hadn’t been baked into 
their DNA. Yet. 

For their part, the Penguins came into the series a the defending Cup 
champions, and featured a powerhouse offense led by Mario Lemieux 
(131 points in 64 games) and Kevin Stevens (54 goals), plus Larry 
Murphy, Mark Recchi, a young Jaromir Jagr, and old Bryan Trottier, and 
Ron Francis. They were loaded. But they’d stumbled through the regular 
season, finishing 11 points back of the Capitals, who had home ice. 

That paid off when the Caps took the first two games, and after splitting 
two in Pittsburgh, they headed back to Washington with another 3-1 lead. 
The Penguins came back from a second-period deficit to win Game 5, 
then did the same in Game 6 thanks to some Mario magic. We were off 
to Game 7. 

The showdown featured the two highest-scoring teams in the league, so 
of course it would turn into a tight one, with Lemieux opening the scoring 
with a short-handed goal in the first and Al Iafrate knotting it early in the 
second. Jagr gave Pittsburgh the lead again at the midway mark, and 
they’d hold it the rest of the way, with Joe Mullen’s empty-netter sealing 
it. Francis had three assists and Murphy added another, meaning every 
Penguin point on the night came from a future Hall of Famer. 
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It was a crushing loss for the Capitals team that seemed to be on the 
verge of a statement. To make matters worse, the Penguins would go on 
to absolutely steamroll the rest of the postseason, winning 12 of their 
next 14 games on the way to repeating as champions. What might have 
been … 

Epilogue: The Capitals would get some revenge with a first-round win in 
1994 before losing seven straight series to the Penguins over the next 23 
years. That list included blowing a 3-1 series lead again in 1995, not to 
mention losing to Pittsburgh in 2009, 2016 and 2017 and then watching 
them go on to win the Cup each time. The Caps finally broke the streak 
in 2018, beating the Penguins in six and winning a Cup of their own. The 
two teams haven’t played since because the hockey gods lost interest. 

The birth of a rivalry 

The 1991-92 season was the 10th in the history of the New Jersey 
Devils, starting with the franchise’s 1982 move from Colorado. They’d 
packed a lot into those 10 years, including being ethered by the game’s 
greatest player and making a stunning playoff run that ended in arguably 
the biggest controversy in NHL history. But one thing they’d never done 
was face the crosstown Rangers in the playoffs. Until this series. 

They picked a rough year to debut the rivalry, because the 1991-92 
Rangers were built to win. They’d captured the Presidents’ Trophy, and 
had 50 wins for the first time in franchise history. Mark Messier had 
arrived and put up an MVP season, while Brian Leetch had become just 
the fifth defenseman to ever have 100 points. They were heavy favorites 
heading into the series. 

The Rangers took Game 1, but the Devils surprised them in the next two 
before New York knotted things with a road win in Game 4. The Rangers 
won a laugher in Game 5, but the Devils held serve in Game 6. That one 
ended up being the most memorable of the series, ending with a full-
scale brawl that featured Scott Stevens and Tie Domi fighting on the 
bench. It won’t surprise you to learn that Claude Lemieux was in the 
middle of it all. 

It set us up for a dramatic deciding game, and the narrative was clear: 
The mighty Rangers had to win, while the Mickey Mouse Devils were 
fighting to prove themselves and earn respect. And there was an extra 
element that seems almost unbelievable: The Rangers had yet to win a 
Game 7 in the 65-year history of the franchise. 

The game didn’t exactly end up being a classic. The Rangers jumped out 
to an early lead, and were up 6-1 midway through the second. The Devils 
scored three straight to stir some thoughts of a collapse, but two late 
insurance goals salted away an 8-4 Rangers win. Little brother would 
have to wait to earn that respect. 

By the way, you know how sometimes a blockbuster movie will end with 
a lingering shot of a minor character who’ll end up being crucial in the 
sequels? The Devils left Chris Terreri in for the entire game rather than 
turn to the backup, who had only played a few minutes in the series. In 
fairness, that kid was only 19 years old and had played just a handful of 
NHL games. Some fresh-faced rookie named Martin Brodeur. 

Epilogue: The Rangers went on to lose to the Penguins in a series best 
remembered for Adam Graves breaking Mario Lemieux’s wrist. But the 
main event came in 1994, when the Rangers and Devils crossed paths 
again, this time in the conference finals. That one ended up being an all-
timer, with Messier’s guarantee and Stephane Matteau’s overtime winner 
paving the way to New York’s first Stanley Cup since 1940. The Devils 
won their first the following year. 

The double-OT dagger 

You knew we couldn’t call it the greatest playoff night ever if there wasn’t 
some sudden death. 

In this case, that ends up being almost too literal. The Whalers came into 
this series already on life support as a franchise, with questions about the 
market’s ability to survive in the NHL’s evolving financial landscape. Part 
of the problem was the team’s track record of mediocrity or worse; they’d 

won just one playoff round since joining the league in 1979, while losing 
six series. Half of those had come at the hands of the Canadiens, 
including a seven-game thriller in 1986 and a 1989 sweep that ended on 
an ugly OT goal by Russ Courtnall. 

The 1992 meeting set the stage for redemption. It certainly wasn’t a good 
Whalers team — with just 65 points, they weren’t just the league’s worst 
playoff team, but they finished behind three teams that didn’t even 
qualify. They barely had any star power, having traded franchise icon 
Ron Francis to the Penguins at the previous deadline. Only the division-
based format and the incompetence of the Nordiques offered them a 
chance at the Habs, and they went into the series as heavy underdogs. 

Losing the first two in Montreal while scoring just two goals didn’t exactly 
give anyone upset vibes. But the series flipped when it went to Hartford, 
with the Whalers taking the third and fourth games to even things up. The 
Habs held strong back at home in Game 5, in a game featuring some 
bad blood involving future Montreal coach Randy Cunneyworth. But the 
Whalers survived with a Game 6 win in overtime, thanks to unlikely hero 
Yvon Corriveau. 

That set the stage for the seventh game, and it didn’t take much 
imagination to inflate the stakes. With a win, the Whalers could finally 
deliver a trademark moment to their long-suffering fans, and maybe take 
a big step down the road to remaining viable. Lose yet again, and it could 
be their last chance. They’d have to face down a legend in his prime in 
Patrick Roy, but the Whalers had a trump card: deadline pickup Frank 
Pietrangelo, who’d been part of the Penguins’ Cup run the previous year. 
He’d started a Game 7 for those Penguins, and posted a shutout win. 
Coming off a 42-save performance in Game 6 against Montreal, he 
looked like he could be the big-game equalizer. 

He was. After Montreal jumped out to an early 2-0 lead, Pietrangelo shut 
the door. That allowed Hartford to claw back in the second, tying the 
game on goals by Andrew Cassels and Geoff Sanderson, two of the 
most Whalers-y names imaginable. The teams stayed knotted through 
the third, and then through a first overtime. The Forum ghosts were 
starting to sweat. 

With Pietrangelo crossing the 50-save mark and a franchise’s future 
teetering in the balance, this happened. 

Courtnall again. Habs again. Heartbreak in Hartford, again. 

Epilogue: While we couldn’t have imagined it at the time, this game is 
notable in Canadiens history for being the last win of the Pat Burns era; 
Montreal would go on to be swept by the Bruins in Round 2, paving the 
way for Burns to jump to Toronto and Jacques Demers to guide the team 
to the 1993 Cup. 

If Hartford wins that game and completes the upset, who can say what 
kind of playoff run they go on to, and whether that has any impact on 
their franchise future. We’ll never know. As it turns out, Courtnall’s goal to 
end the craziest night of Game 7 action the NHL had ever seen would 
also stand as the very last moment in Hartford Whalers playoff history. 
They’d never return to the postseason, and the team moved to Carolina 
in 1997. 
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ESPN / Emergency goalie steals the show in Dallas Stars-Anaheim 
Ducks season finale 

 

Brianna Williams 
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The box score doesn't always tell the full story in professional sports, and 
such was the case in the regular-season finale between the Dallas Stars 
and Anaheim Ducks. 

Emergency backup goalie Tom Hodges, who played college hockey at 
SMU, stole the show in what ended up being a 4-2 Stars win. 

Clad in a Stars mask and green pads with a Ducks jersey, Hodges 
entered the first NHL game of his career at the beginning of the third 
period, after John Gibson and Anthony Stolarz exited the game with 
injuries. 

Per NHL.com, the home team is required to have an Emergency Backup 
Goalie (commonly known as the EBUG) available to either team, which is 
how Hodges came to make his surprise NHL debut. 

"That's the best group of guys ever," Hodges said after the game. "They 
just came up to me and tried to calm me down. They could tell I was 
ready to have a panic attack. They didn't care, win or lose, let in 10 
[goals], just go out there and have fun. That made the whole experience 
a lot easier." 

His new -- albeit, for one night -- teammates gave him a warm welcome 
in the locker room. 

    Officially your     of the night, Tom Hodges! #FlyTogether 
pic.twitter.com/GdnbhaCXxV 

    — Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) April 30, 2022 

       

    — Anaheim Ducks (@AnaheimDucks) April 30, 2022 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs wrap greatest regular season, now judgment 
awaits with Lightning on tap 

 

TORONTO – A bow has been tied on the longest and most successful 
regular season in the Toronto Maple Leafs’ 105-year history, finally. 

In defeating the Providence/Boston Bruins 5-2 Friday – a Game 82 that 
carried roughly the intensity of pre-season Game 2 — the Maple Leafs 
wrapped up a perfect final week and will carry a (healthy!) three-game 
win streak into the nights that really matter. 

The final tally of Toronto’s gaudiest singular season as a team: 54 wins, 
115 points, a plus-62 goal differential, the scariest power play in hockey, 
and 13 players registering career highs in points. 

“We've had a very focused regular season. We're a very committed 
group,” said veteran Jason Spezza. 

“With the failure we had last year, I think it would have been easy to look 
past the regular season, and (head coach) Sheldon [Keefe] did a great 
job all year of keeping us on task.” 

What Friday’s finale lacked in motivation or drama, it made up for in rest 
and respect. 

The Maple Leafs’ securing of home ice in Round 1 allowed them leeway 
to healthy-scratch its three highest-paid forwards — 60-goal man Auston 
Matthews, 97-point playmaker Mitch Marner and captain John Tavares 
— and keep Game 1 starting goaltender Jack Campbell on the bench. 

Look no further than the questionable goaltending health in Carolina or 
Pittsburgh to understand how critical it is for Toronto to have Campbell 
both in a groove and not overworked heading into its showdown with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning Monday. 

“That was Priority 1 for us for the last couple of months here,” Keefe said 
before the game. 

That the Bruins scratched nearly every top-line player the salary cap 
would allow — (deep breath) Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, David 
Pastrnak, Taylor Hall, Erik Haula, Charlie McAvoy, and Matt Grzelcyk — 
essentially showed they were content to face the Carolina Hurricanes in 
Round 1 instead of overexerting themselves to face the Leafs. 

By thumping Boston’s B-team in regulation, Toronto locked in what 
should be an electric tilt with the two-time Stanley Cup champion 
Lightning. 

Maple Leafs' Abruzzese records first NHL goal against Bruins via 
deflection 

“They have elite players at all positions, great depth, great experience,” 
Keefe said. “It’s a great challenge. 

“When I look at our group, I think, the harder, the better. That's what we 
need.” 

Tampa has the firepower and confidence, the depth and all-world 
goaltending to take a legitimate stab at a threepeat. 

The biggest mystery around head coach Jon Cooper’s bunch is how 
much of a toll the accumulated wear and tear of eight playoff rounds over 
two short summers has taken on his core. 

“That'll only be a question if we get bounced early. And if we make a 
deep run, it'll be like, ‘Well, look at the mental, physical toughness that 
team,’” Cooper said. “I don't know if that's a question can be answered 
(now). But I wouldn't ever sit here and say, regardless of what happens in 
spring, we're tired.” 

“I mean, we’ve played a lot of hockey, that's for sure,” admitted Victor 
Hedman, the best defenceman in the series. “But we won the ultimate 
prize two years in a row. Now, we got another chance at it. So, you gotta 
fight through those thoughts. 

“The staff has been good with giving us rest days. Mentally and 
physically, I think we're prepared to do another long run. It’s gonna be a 
lot of other teams that think the same way. Everyone wants to win.” 

Of course. 

Still, the case could be made that of the 16 teams in this spring’s 
tournament, this Maple Leafs core — losers of five consecutive 
postseason series — should want it most of all. 

“I don’t think anything you say about the Leafs is going to matter to 
anybody in this room outside of where I am standing, unless they do 
better in the playoffs,” Cooper said, during his most recent meeting with 
the Toronto media. “I think everybody here is saying that about them. 

“For me, I see a hell of a hockey team. They have been a hell of a 
hockey team that has run into some bad breaks come the spring. And it 
seems that, for whatever reason, they haven’t got over the hump yet. But 
they have a team that definitely can. 

“It’s for you guys to judge. I think they’re as good a team as we have 
played all year. But again, they probably will be judged more on how they 
do in the spring.” 

No doubt, Leafs Nation will smuggle gavels inside their pompoms. 

The Maple Leafs will take Saturday off, then run through a full practice 
Sunday before welcoming the champs to town on Monday. 

After two years of masks and bubbles and empty seats and phony, 
computer-generated fan noise at Toronto Maple Leafs’ home playoff 
dates, the barn will be alive and full and buzzing to deafening decibels. 

Almost as loud as the anxiety. 

The dinosaurs have fled Jurassic Park, opening the gates for the ghosts. 
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Hey, we see a helluva team, too. 

Who knows? This could be the year. 

All the Maple Leafs have to do in Stage 1 is beat the best to be the best. 
This is like facing Bowser at the end of Level 1-1. 

Tampa-Toronto will be fast and fierce, loaded with hate and star power. 

Our early prediction: It’ll be the most entertaining of the eight opening-
round matchups. 

"It should be awesome," Leafs winger Wayne Simmonds said. "Our fan 
base is, to say the least, crazy. It's going to be extremely exciting." 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Nice little reward for callup Joey Anderson to squeeze into the Leafs’ 
final match. The 23-year-old winger has enjoyed his most productive 
season as a pro, leading all Marlies with 26 goals. 

• Four Maple Leafs played the full 82 games this season: Morgan Rielly, 
T.J. Brodie, Alexander Kerfoot and David Kämpf. That’s a first for Kerfoot 
and Kämpf. NHLers take significant pride in perfect attendance. 

“You don’t really appreciate it while you’re in it,” says Rielly, who thought 
back to his games missed due to a broken foot in 2019-20. “It's tough at 
times when you're battling injury and you're competing and just trying to 
keep yourself in the lineup. So, if you're able to stay healthy and play 82, 
do whatever you got to do off the ice to keep in the lineup, it's a good 
feeling.” 

• Harvard alum Nicholas Abruzzese fittingly scored his first NHL goal 
against Boston, a nifty buzzer beating tip of a Rielly point shot with 7.6 
seconds remaining in the first period. He’ll give the puck to his parents. 

“Smart player. He’s not overly big or scary-looking,” Rielly says. “But he 
wins a lot battles, plays right, and is in good position. I think he’s done a 
really good job for us.” 

• Cool touch by Keefe to throw an all-Ontario lineup over the boards for 
puck drop: Spezza, Simmonds, T.J. Brodie, Jake Muzzin, and Kyle 
Clifford. Unofficial leaders Muzzin and Spezza wore an “A” on their 
sweaters with 75 per cent of the usual captains scratched. 

“At this point in my career, I think you lead without letters,” Spezza says. 

• Quote of the Day 

Simmonds, chuckling, when asked about Bruins pest Brad Marchand: “I 
could say some things, but I want to be child-friendly. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Confident Oilers playing their best hockey at the right time 

 

Mark Spector  

 

EDMONTON — The Edmonton Oilers aren’t a first-place team, and very 
likely, you won’t see anybody picking them as their Stanley Cup 
champion when the predictions start publishing over the next couple of 
days. 

What they are, however, is the second-best team in the National Hockey 
League since head coach Jay Woodcroft coached his first game on Feb. 
11, tied with Calgary with a winning percentage of .724 and trailing only 
Florida (.757). They are also a team that has played .868 hockey at 
home under Woodcroft, the best record in the game by .100 points over 
that span. 

They may not have been one of the best teams in the NHL all season 
long, but they have been near the top for the final 38 games of the 
season — the time that matters the most, as Edmonton waltzes into the 
2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs with some swagger and very recent success. 

“I don’t think we are surprising anyone or underdogs by any means. Any 
time you have Connor and Leon, people are going to pay attention to 
you,” said defenceman Tyson Barrie, who scored in a 3-2 shootout win 
over Vancouver to close out the regular season Friday night a Rogers 
Place. “But I like the spot we are in, how we have played it out, how we 
have finished the year, and that we have put ourselves in a position to 
have home ice (advantage). 

“I wouldn’t want to play us if I were another team,” he added. “It is a fun 
position to be in. We are excited to get it going.” 

Should other teams be worried by Oilers in postseason? 

Friday’s game No. 82 was an entirely meaningless affair against 
Vancouver, featuring one club that will get into a playoff game only if they 
buy a ticket. We’ve watched that game in this town as early as December 
in years past, but now the team with its golf clubs at the ready isn’t the 
Edmonton Oilers anymore. 

The Oilers rested Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and playoff starter 
Mike Smith in this finale, one last dress rehearsal for a team that 
suddenly has little to prove in the regular season — and everything to 
prove as a playoff team. Edmonton finishes second in its Division for the 
third consecutive season, the first time this organization has fielded three 
straight playoff teams since a five-year stretch that ended in 2001. 

It was sloppy early on Friday and strange late, with a bunch of guys not 
named McDavid and Draisaitl skating around aimlessly in overtime. But 
on the strength of 39 Mikko Koskinen saves in regulation, and six more in 
the shootout, Devin Shore’s lone shootout goal gave Edmonton a win, as 
they close the season with a tidy 49-27-6 record. 

“How we are playing right now, we have a system where everyone 
believes and has bought in,” said Koskinen. “I think that makes a 
difference. I really like our team. They are all good guys and we are 
ready to go.” 

Edmonton gets the Los Angeles Kings in Round 1. If you’re wondering if 
they’re ready, here are a few tidbits on the Oilers recent play. 

- Oilers are 7-1-0 in their last 8 games, scoring four-plus goals in six of 
those games. 

- Oilers are 13-2-1 in their last 16 games. 

- Oilers are 19-4-2 in their last 25 games. 

- Oilers are 26-9-3 under Woodcroft, a Top 2 winning percentage in the 
NHL. 

The Oilers close the season with a home record of 28-12-1, and a mark 
of 14-0-1 in their last 15 home games. They have not lost in regulation at 
home since March 5th — nearly two months ago — not a bad mental 
picture to take into the post-season, where they’ll have home ice 
advantage in Round 1 against the Kings. 

“Lots of really good signs,” said Woodcroft, who will give his team 
Saturday off, and practice Sunday before Monday’s opener. “I like that 
we’re getting right into things (playoffs) without having a huge … build-up 
to the start of a series. It allows us to stay in the rhythm. For me 
personally, coming up in the middle of February, it feels like the schedule 
has been relentless. But we’ve felt comfort in that rhythm. 

“I do like where our team is at.” 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

As for the big boys, it was a career year for both McDavid and Draisaitl, 
both of whose games have developed nicely away from the puck. 
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McDavid’s 44 goals, 79 assists and 123 points are all new career highs, 
as is his 53.7% mark in the faceoff circle, an area where he went to work 
over the past couple of seasons to become the kind of complete 
centreman that has a chance to win more than individual trophies. 

Draisaitl, meanwhile, snapped home 55 pucks, second in the NHL only to 
Toronto’s Auston Matthews. He finishes fourth in NHL scoring with an 
evenly split 110 points — 55 goals, 55 assists — matching his career-
high in points. 

An Oilers team that was bounced out of the playoffs last season largely 
due to insufficient depth has shown over 82 games that they have 
remedied that ill, producing five 20-goal scorers. Zach Hyman opened his 
new seven-year, $38.5 million deal with a career-high 27 goals, placing 
him behind only Sam Reinhart (33) and Pavel Buchnevich (30) in goals 
scored by a player who changed teams last summer. 

Hyman’s 55 points were fifth among that crop of players, mostly free 
agents from the summer of 2021. 

They’re as ready as they’ll ever be for another swing at the playoff plate. 

After two straight strikeouts in ’20 and ’21, we’ll predict a base hit — at 
worst — this at bat. 
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Sportsnet.ca / While others think rest is best, Flames' Sutter keeps 
pushing for more 

 

Eric Francis  

 

WINNIPEG -- If you ever needed proof Calgary Flames coach Darryl 
Sutter is all in for every single game, look no further than Game No. 82 
Friday night. 

Wrapping up the Flames’ regular season with a contest completely 
inconsequential as far as the standings were concerned, Sutter chose to 
zig while the rest of the league zagged by starting every one of his stars. 

As he vowed weeks ago, “if you’re not injured, you play.” 

It’s that sort of mentality that gets a guy to 700 wins. 

Well, eventually it will. 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

A 3-1 loss to the Winnipeg Jets left Sutter at 699 regular-season wins, 
one short of joining Mike Babcock at No. 10 on the NHL’s all-time list. 

He’s won that many with a demanding approach that turned the Flames 
around this season. His structure and accountability turned the club into 
the Pacific Division champs. 

Spurring more than half his roster on to having career seasons, Sutter is 
the biggest reason why the Flames will return to the Stanley Cup playoffs 
Tuesday for Game 1 against the Dallas Stars, just one year after missing 
the spring tourney. 

Even after wrapping up the division Saturday, he convinced the team to 
push hard through the final three road games so they could enter the 
playoffs with momentum. 

Although they finished .500 on the trip, the Flames played well, entering 
the playoffs on a 10-2-2 tear that has also seen Calgary compile the 
league’s best record since the all-star break. 

Still, he pushes. 

“He’s the ultimate competitor,” said Blake Coleman, who chose Calgary 
as a free agent, believing Sutter could take this club to a new level, as he 
did in 2004. 

“He lights up when he talks about winning Cups and just winning games. 

“He wants to win 82 games a year and when you have a guy like that 
motivating you and driving the bus, it’s not a surprise he’s had so much 
success in this league. He’s tough but he’s fair and he does his 
homework and finds ways to give his team a leg up. 

“Ultimately this game is on the players, but he puts the ship in the right 
direction.” 

Sutter’s preparation involves crunching endless numbers, analyzing 
trends and then lighting fires under players by challenging them on a 
daily basis. 

The team responded this year by scoring the first goal in 54 games -- 
more than any other club. 

Unlike past years, the players have been ready. 

No excuses. 

“Winning is really hard and that’s something we learned this year,” said 
Noah Hanifin, who added he felt empowered by the belief and 
opportunity Sutter gave him this season on the top pairing. 

“His style is never letting us get complacent. We’re always trying to get 
better and improve on certain areas, preparing us for the chaos of what 
the playoffs are all about. As a team, we feel prepared right now and I’m 
excited to get going.” 

Only two teams allowed more goals than the Flames this season, which 
is a dramatic turnaround from a year earlier when the lads figured they 
could simply outscore the opposition. 

The relentless forecheck he insists on from his group led to a massive 
uptick in offence and possession numbers, no more so than on the top 
line, which accumulated 301 points after he pieced them together. 

Although he believes strongly in rolling four lines, his bench management 
skills also allow him to play hunches nightly. 

Few do it better. 

“One of the things I’ve really noticed is as a player you recognize when 
you’re feeling good and think you should be out there more,” said 
Coleman. 

“I would say Darryl has a really good finger on the pulse for that kind of 
thing. That’s what you want as a player, a coach that recognizes when 
you can really contribute to a game and to a team and understands how 
to use you like that.” 

Of the top 10 winningest coaches, only three have more Stanley Cups 
than the pair Sutter won in Los Angeles, giving him even more credibility 
with the players. 

“It’s pretty incredible, he’s been around a long time,” said Coleman of the 
obvious Jack Adams winner. 

“He really helped our team a lot this year and obviously changed the 
culture. He can be demanding and hard, but he’s fair and honest and 
that’s something every player asks for.” 

The players have responded by buying into his insistence they continue 
playing with high intensity, which wouldn't have been possible in past 
years, like 2018-19 when the Flames cruised after clinching the Western 
Conference. 
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Their fight-filled comeback in Nashville Tuesday was as invested as the 
team has been all year. 

Indeed, they feel ready to build off of their mojo. 

“The last number of games we’ve pushed hard and worked hard and 
competed every night to get to where we are in the standings,” said Chris 
Tanev when asked about his team taking on the identity of its coach. 

“Every day is a workday and a hockey day and a day to get better and 
learn. We’ve got to take that into the next few days and get ready.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 04.30.2022 

1243525 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Jets should be willing to bet on Dubois' ascension with 
contract talks on horizon 

 

Ken Wiebe  

 

WINNIPEG - Pierre-Luc Dubois hasn’t given his contract situation a 
whole lot of thought, but he won’t be treating it casually either, now that 
he’s about to have a little more time on his hands. 

As the Winnipeg Jets centre spoke with reporters on Friday morning, 
there were the usual queries about the disappointing season that wraps 
up Sunday with a matinee against the Seattle Kraken, though the 
emphasis was on the things he would be looking for in his next contract. 

“We haven’t really talked. There’s been no real discussions,” Dubois said 
before the Jets took on the Calgary Flames on Friday night. “It’s not 
something I’ve put that much thought into. I’ve enjoyed my two years 
here. I like the guys, I like the group, I like the team. I’ve had a fun two 
years. It is somewhere I could see that. I know it’s hard to believe, but I 
haven’t put that much thought into it. That’s what these next four, five 
months are for. We have time. As soon as this season’s over I’m sure 
discussions will start and start picking up. I think that’s when most of the 
thinking will get done.” 

Since Dubois is a pending restricted free agent, it’s natural to wonder 
what that next deal is going to look like. 

Being two years away from pending unrestricted free agency is an 
interesting spot to be in: close enough to ponder what the open market 
might look like, but far enough to wonder whether or not he’d like to 
simply plant his flag here for the foreseeable future. 

There’s no question that getting Dubois’ signature on a long-term deal is 
one of the top priorities for the Jets this off-season. 

They gave up a big package to get him from the Columbus Blue Jackets 
and they did that because they want him to be a foundational piece. 

Dubois has been one of the key cogs this season, establishing a career 
high for goals (28) and inching towards the 61 points he recorded during 
his second year as a professional. 

He leads the Jets in power-play goals (15) and is among the league 
leaders in both penalties drawn and penalties taken, a surefire sign of 
engagement and being involved in the guts of the game. 

Dubois has played a good chunk of the season on a line with Kyle 
Connor and the two have developed great chemistry together. 

As someone who played alongside Artemi Panarin before he left as a 
free agent to join the New York Rangers, finding a regular linemate - 
especially one with 50-goal scoring potential - would fall into the category 
of curb appeal when it comes to considering a long-term deal. 

“It is, yeah. Good players want to play with good players,” said Dubois, 
who is expected to join Team Canada and suit up at the IIHF Men’s 
World Hockey Championship. “If it’s him or… we have a lot of good 
players here. That’s definitely an important factor. There’s a lot of them. 
Everybody’s different and everybody has different opinions of everything. 
Playing with good players is up there on the list of important things.” 

Another important part of the equation is that Dubois isn’t afraid to make 
hard decisions or to stand by what he believes in. 

After considering signing a long-term deal with the Blue Jackets, Dubois 
eventually asked for a trade and signed a bridge contract before he was 
moved. 

Trying to look into the crystal ball can be complicated and a player’s 
priorities can shift over time, especially when you’re 23 and could 
eventually consider a deal that takes you into your 30s. 

“It’s not easy. It’s tough. Especially now, (on) a long-term deal I could 
have a family, I could be in the last years of my career at that point,” said 
Dubois. “It’s not just what you want now, it’s what you want six years 
from now, five years from now, eight years from now. It’s not an easy 
decision to make. Like I said everybody’s different, everybody has 
different motivations, everyone has different opinions of everything. 

“It’s easy to judge people but at the end of the day, we all have different 
mindsets in what is important to us and what is not. It’s not an easy 
decision to make. It’s not just here’s money and here’s years. If it was 
that I wouldn’t have taken a risk two years ago and asked for a trade out 
of Columbus. It’s a very important and very tough decision to make, and 
that’s why I said these next four, five months will be important to think 
about everything and all the different scenarios possible.” 

The transition to the Jets last season was fraught with challenges, but 
Dubois showed accountability throughout and then attacked those things 
during his offseason training and the results are in plain view for all to 
see. 

It’s clear there’s still room for growth in his game, but this is a player who 
is driven to reach new heights and to push himself to get better. 

“First of all, I think it’s easy to forget just with how long he’s already been 
in the league, obviously his size and everything else, he’s still a young 
guy,” said Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey. “So when we got him, 
coming in, I think it was tough with his quarantine and getting going and I 
think just this year he’s been fantastic all over the ice. Obviously brings 
intensity and you can see that every part of his game is developing and 
the size, the strength, plays around the net, obviously the physicality as I 
mentioned, it’s been on display all year. 

“And again, he’s still young and he’s just going to continue to get better 
and his game’s only going to continue to grow.” 

That combo platter of raw power and talent is why the Jets should be 
willing to bet on Dubois to continue his ascension as a power forward 
that can eventually push to be a point-per-game player while being a 
responsible two-way player that plays with an edge. 

“When he is at his best, he's carrying the puck through the neutral zone, 
he's got guys on his back, and he's protecting the puck, creating space 
for his linemates,” said Jets centre Adam Lowry. “You really see that kind 
of development, and he's only going to get stronger, he's only going to 
get faster. That's the thing we're the most excited about, how he can 
impact the game in more ways, whether it's physical, whether it's with his 
skill.” 

Dubois is also among the group of players who have taken ownership 
this season through both words and actions, showing excellent 
leadership in the pursuit of excellence. 

He’s the kind of guy who could easily wear a letter down the road, maybe 
even the “C” as a future captain, provided he decides to commit to the 
program. 
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"The top teams and the teams that stay at the top for a while, they have 
leadership groups and every team has guys that wear letters but I think 
everybody in the locker room can be a leader in some way,” said Dubois. 
“Some guys are more vocal. Some guys just lead by example. Some 
guys just work so hard that everybody can look at them in practice or in a 
game, stuff like that. It takes different kinds of guys and personalities and 
players in a team. 

“I think we have a good leadership group here. Some guys can come up 
here and talk and some guys it's on the ice, everybody is different. I think 
the more personalities you can have and when everybody clicks 
together, that's when you can build a strong team and a strong base to 
set everything in place for a long time, not just for a year or two.” 

Ensuring that Dubois sticks around these parts for a long time would be 
one of the ways the Jets can expedite the process of returning to 
contender status and then working on the next steps of staying there. 

Another important part of this process is going to come down to what 
Dubois hears from Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff during his 
exit meeting. 

Getting a glimpse of the direction of the hockey club is something he’ll 
want to have some clarity on before further contemplating signing on the 
dotted line. 

"Yeah. I'm somebody that likes to daydream and think of every scenario 
possible, go into detail on everything. I think I'm somebody that doesn't 
leave much to chance,” said Dubois. “I like, when I make a decision, for it 
to be well thought out. Everything, every little detail about everything. It's 
an important decision. It's not just two to three years, it could be, if you 
think long term and everyone has a different definition, but five, six, 
seven, eight. You’ve got to think, where am I going to be in six years from 
now? 

“It's all part of the process and it's not easy but, yeah, this year, as 
disappointing as it has been, we have a good team here. It sounds tough 
saying that not being in the playoffs, but I know we have a good team in 
here. We have good players, and I know the coaching staff has done as 
much as they could this year, they pushed us as hard as they thought we 
could. It's a disappointing year, all in all. But I know everybody in there 
has done as good a job as they could." 
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TSN.CA / Tavares sits as Leafs make health top priority 

 

Mark Masters 

 

Friday's regular-season finale may end up determining who the Leafs 
face in the first round, but that will not factor into how the team 
approaches the game.  

"We've already solidified our position in the standings," said coach 
Sheldon Keefe. "It's about making sure our players and then our team is 
in the best position possible when it starts on Monday. I fully expect 
Boston will be a shell of themselves here tonight as well."  

The Bruins can pass the Lightning for third in the Atlantic Division – and 
set up yet another series with the Leafs – by gaining a point on Tampa 
Bay on Friday. The Lightning will play at the New York Islanders in a 
game that starts 30 minutes after puck drop in Toronto.  

"We want to get through the game healthy," Keefe stressed. "At the same 
time, we've been talking the last four games or so about maintaining our 
habits, especially defensively, in how we manage the puck, special 

teams habits, those kind of things. But, obviously, the most important 
thing is to get through the game healthy." 

With that in mind, John Tavares will join Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner 
and Jack Campbell on the sideline for Friday's game. And the regulars in 
the lineup won't face the same workload.  

"We'll spread out the minutes," Keefe said. "Guys that haven't played a 
lot, they'll get an opportunity to play more tonight. [It's] a good opportunity 
for them to show what they can do with more opportunity. We think we 
are going to need a little more from our depth guys when the playoffs 
begin because the pace and physicality is so high and with the volume of 
games and how quickly they come at you." 

Tavares will sit tonight as Leafs look to stay healthy and preserve good 
habits 

The Maple Leafs will dress a shell of their team tonight with the Bruins in 
town. Sheldon Keefe revealed that John Tavares will also miss tonight's 
game along with Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews. The Leafs head 
coach says the goal tonight is to stay healthy and continue their good 
habits. 

The battle for playoff playing time is heating up and finding the right mix 
in the bottom six is critical.  

"You're going to have your offensive contributors and your big-name 
guys doing what they do," said gritty winger Wayne Simmonds. "I'm a 
firm believer that a lot of series are won and lost on the depth guys. I 
think it's an opportunity here for all of us, all of our depth players, to prove 
that we're great players in this league as well and we can help our big 
guys out." 

Keefe likes what he's been getting out of Simmonds and fellow veterans 
Jason Spezza and Kyle Clifford down the stretch.  

"For a while there our fourth line was really sputtering," the coach said. 
"They were getting scored on a lot and not producing a lot offensively. 
We've really challenged those guys to create an identity for themselves." 

Simmonds, in his second season with his hometown team, will be 
experiencing his first playoff run with Toronto fans in the building.  

"It should be awesome," the Scarborough, Ont. native said. "Our fan 
base is, to say the least, crazy. It's going to be extremely exciting." 

Simmonds readily admits it was "gut-wrenching" to see the Los Angeles 
Kings win the 2012 Stanley Cup after trading him a year earlier. At age 
33, he's still chasing an elusive championship.  

"When you get to this point you don't know how much longer you have," 
Simmonds said. "You lay everything out there every single shift, every 
second that you get, because you don't know if you'll get another 
opportunity to even be able to even play in the Stanley Cup playoffs. So, 
it's a lot of motivation." 

Simmonds' past relationship with Marchand doesn't make it any easier 
facing him 

With the Bruins in town for the Maple Leafs' final game of the regular 
season, Wayne Simmonds talks about playing with Brad Marchand at the 
World Juniors and why their past relationship doesn't make facing him 
now any easier. 

--- 

The addition of versatile forward Colin Blackwell, who came over at the 
trade deadline from Seattle along with Mark Giordano, has created more 
competition at the bottom of Toronto's lineup. The 29-year-old will be 
taking part in his first Stanley Cup playoff series next week.  

"I've been part of a couple teams now and haven't got a chance to get a 
taste of it," he said. "This is what you dream about as a kid ... I'm a little 
fired up, to say the least." 
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Friday's game, his 19th with the Leafs, is important to Blackwell, who is 
still adjusting to a new team and system. 

"I hold myself to a high standard, so I think I have more to give," he said. 
"I feel like there's a little bit of inconsistency in my own end ... Part of it is 
just reading off the guy next to me. I feel like maybe in a couple games I 
was caught in between whether it was on the forecheck or defensively 
with little reads. Looking back to the Tampa game where [Ross] Colton 
scored one on the backdoor and I was right there, it's little things along 
those lines that eat me alive. It's just cleaning up the little details." 

    Can't stop the Boss.   pic.twitter.com/mQvH8feel0 

    — x - Tampa Bay Lightning (@TBLightning) April 22, 2022 

Blackwell has lined up at all three forward positions since arriving in 
Toronto while bouncing between three different lines.   

"That's been my bread and butter my whole career," the 5-foot-9 
Massachusetts native said. "I'm comfortable playing any position." 

Why?   

"It's because nobody's ever really given me a chance," said Blackwell, 
who was a seventh round pick by the San Jose Sharks in the 2011 NHL 
draft. "I've always had to grind. When I came into the league, I realized I 
was never going to take anybody's position in the top nine, so I had to re-
invent my game. I was a centre my whole life and then started playing 
more wing and learning as I went and watching the older guys and 
picking it up." 

Blackwell skated as a winger on a line with Pierre Engvall and David 
Kampf at Thursday's practice.  

Alex Kerfoot blocked a shot off his foot while killing a penalty on Tuesday 
night and struggled to get to the bench. The forward avoided any serious 
injury and doesn't plan to take it easy on Friday.  

"I'm not changing the way I play at all," Kerfoot vowed. "It doesn't matter 
what time of the season it is, when you're playing you play the same way. 
That's my attitude and I think that is everyone's attitude. Injuries are part 
of the game and they're kind of a crazy fluke thing. They can come at any 
time and the more you start thinking about it or start to change how you 
play or your mentality a little bit that can get you in trouble." 

Kerfoot is one of only four Leafs who will suit up in all 82 games this 
season. The others are Morgan Rielly, T.J. Brodie and Kampf.  

"It would be unlucky and unfortunate to get injured this time of year," 
Kerfoot said, "but you could also get injured in the first game of the 
season, first game of the playoffs, second game of the playoffs." 

Rielly, who leads the Leafs in ice time, made it clear he's going to be 
going hard against the Bruins.  

"If you go out there and you dog it and take a night off, then you don't 
often feel too good as you're leaving the rink," the longest-serving Leaf 
said. "As a group we want to work and compete and be there for one 
another and leave feeling good. That way when we get rolling on 
Monday, we're in a good head space and feeling confident." 

    Marner helps Kerfoot back to the bench after blocking a shot 
#LeafsForever pic.twitter.com/68dr6DGOPQ 

    — Maple Leafs Hotstove (@LeafsNews) April 27, 2022 

Joey Anderson has been called up from the Toronto Marlies of the 
American Hockey League and will suit up against Boston. The forward 
has played four games with the Leafs this season with the most recent 
one coming on Jan. 22.  

Justin Holl will also draw in as the Leafs dress seven defencemen on 
Friday night.  

Possible Leafs lineup for Friday's game: 

Mikheyev - Kerfoot - Nylander  

Engvall - Kampf - Blackwell   

Clifford - Spezza - Simmonds  

Abruzzese, Anderson  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Holl  

Kallgren starts  

Campbell  

    More than an hour after the skate started, Auston Matthews, Mitch 
Marner, Ondrej Kase & Rasmus Sandin still on the ice … working on 
moves, having fun pic.twitter.com/m7vbKJMrRB 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) April 29, 2022 

TSN.CA LOADED: 04.30.2022 


