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Hurricanes experience a postseason vibe shift: From happy participant to apex predator 

By Luke DeCock 

Jordan Martinook was there at the creation, walking into a 
new team and a new market, not knowing quite what to 
expect before getting swept up in the whirlwind of a franchise 
changing direction. 

He joined the Carolina Hurricanes in the summer of 2018, 
signing with a team that hadn’t made the playoffs in a 
decade, and has since been carried along as Rod 
Brind’Amour not only restored past glory, but set new 
standards. 

Those standards, as the Hurricanes enter the postseason for 
the fourth straight season, have never been higher. Even 
from last year at this time, there’s a vibe shift, from interested 
participant to apex predator. A team that has advanced past 
the second round of the playoffs once in three tries knows 
that the bar is merely set there now. 

“If you want to put it into perspective, I got here four years 
ago and I guess the goal was to be relevant again,” 
Martinook said. “Just to see, year after year, the change of 
expectations and what is wanted and expected out of this 
group is the biggest thing I could put into words for you. 

“First year, we made the playoffs, and it was like the sky was 
falling. And then the next year, it was OK, we’re not going to 
be seventh or eighth, we’re going to be second or third. And 
now we demand to be the best. And moving forward we put 
ourselves in a good position, with home ice, and now we 
have to prove what kind of team we are.” 

The Hurricanes have spent three years building toward this 
point, and now that they’ve reached the apogee of their 
competitive orbit, they actually have very few chances before 
they start to descend back to earth. It’s not so much that the 
days when they were just happy to make the playoffs are 
over — although they most certainly are — it’s that the 
Hurricanes have put themselves into a position very few 
franchises find themselves in, and no one gets that many 
bites at this apple. 

The days when the Hurricanes were playing with house 
money are over. Now is their time to strike, because their 
time in this position is, if not limited, certainly fragile. Some 
teams are able to flex and adapt with the times to remain at 
the top; many others come and go, finding their window to 
contend has slammed shut whether they thought it would or 
not. 

One little window closed for the Hurricanes last summer, with 
the change in goalies, the departure of Dougie Hamilton and 
the turnover of Brind’Amour favorites like Brock McGinn and 
Warren Foegele. That was the last run for that group as it 
stood, just as this is likely the last run for a group that 
includes Vincent Trocheck and Nino Niederreiter, both key 
cogs in the machine whose contracts are up after the 
season. 

The bigger window, the more important window for the 
Hurricanes — built around Sebastian Aho and Jaccob Slavin 
and Brett Pesce and Andrei Svechnikov — will remain open 
for another two years after this, when the contracts of Aho 
and Pesce expire. That doesn’t mean either will leave, but it 
will require a financial remodeling of the rest of the roster to 
accommodate them in new tax brackets. 

The long-term contracts for Slavin and Pesce were the 
greatest achievements Ron Francis had as general 
manager, and the Hurricanes are continuing to reap the 
benefits. Same for Montreal’s offer sheet to Aho, which may 
not have been as long a contract as the Hurricanes would 
have liked but kept him with the team at a reasonable price 
for a burgeoning superstar and future captain. 

But all those bills will eventually come due, and shifting more 
money toward the top of the roster means less for the rest of 
it, which means these few years may be the deepest and 
most balanced iteration of the Hurricanes in the Brind’Amour 
Era, and therefore perhaps their best chances to contend. 

So winning a series or two is no longer enough for everyone 
to go home feeling like they’ve put their best foot forward and 
built a good platform for the next season. Now is the time. 
This is it. These are the years when the Hurricanes know 
they have their best shot to contend for the Stanley Cup. Can 
they still get better? Yes. But there are no excuses, no 
training wheels, no steak knives for second place. 

“We’ve had some tough losses in the playoffs,” Brind’Amour 
said. “That’s a motivator for sure. It’s not about coming 
second. They know where we want to get to.” 

There are real expectations now, a real responsibility to 
make the most of these limited opportunities. The Hurricanes 
made difficult decisions and worked hard to take advantage 
and put themselves in this position. They are no longer up 
and coming but up and arrived, and their time is now. It has 
to be.
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Draft picks, trades and free agency: How the Hurricanes’ record-setting club was built 

By Chip Alexander 

It started with a lucky coin and a lot of money. 

It took a passionate head coach, strong leadership from 
within, young players becoming star players and some wise 
decisions made by management. 

This year’s Carolina Hurricanes have won more games (54) 
and amassed more points (116) than any team in franchise 
history as they enter the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. That 
includes the 2005-06 team, the one that put a Stanley Cup 
banner in PNC Arena. 

Tom Dundon is the owner who has spent to the NHL salary 
cap to make the team competitive. Don Waddell is the 
president and general manager who has negotiated the 
deals to keep and bring in players in addition to having that 
lucky coin at the 2018 NHL draft lottery. The Canes jumped 
from 11th to second in the first round, taking Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Rod Brind’Amour, the team captain in 2006, prefers to 
deflect the praise that has come his way, but the Hurricanes 
had missed the playoffs for nine consecutive seasons before 
he was named head coach in 2018. They haven’t missed 
since and won the toughest division in the league -- the 
Metropolitan -- this season. 

Here’s how the 2021-22 team was assembled: 

Draft 

20 Sebastian Aho, F 

Everyone missed on him in the first round in 2015. The 
Canes didn’t miss in the second and landed a future All-Star. 

37 Andrei Svechnikov, F 

Having the chance to get a dynamic power forward No. 2 in 
2018 was one of the turning points for the franchise. 

88 Martin Necas, F 

A first-round pick the year before Svechnikov, he’s speedy 
and flashy but needs more consistency, more production. 

24 Seth Jarvis, F 

The Canes’ first-round pick in 2020, he made the NHL roster 
this year and has impressed with his skill and fearless play. 

78 Steven Lorentz, F 

A seventh-round pick in 2015, he beat the odds, made it to 
the NHL and has given the Canes boundless energy. 

74 Jaccob Slavin, D 

An alternative captain, he was taken in the fourth round in 
2012 and has become one of the league’s most complete D-
men. 

22 Brett Pesce, D 

Some might call him underrated but not the Canes. A third-
round pick in 2013, his play is steady, dependable, gritty. 

52 Pyotr Kochetkov, G 

The Canes drafted him in the second round in 2019. They’ve 
needed him after Andersen’s injury and could need more 
from him in the playoffs. 

Trades 

11 Jordan Staal, F 

The captain. Traded to Carolina in 2012 from Pittsburgh, 
where he won a Cup, he is driven to win one with the Canes. 

86 Teuvo Teravainen, F 

Traded to Carolina with Bryan Bickell from Chicago in 2016, 
the Finn is Aho’s alter-ego on the ice and a savvy playmaker. 

16 Vincent Trocheck 

The Canes traded four players to Florida in 2020 to get 
Trocheck, who has some fire to his game and is super 
competitive. 

21 Nino Niederreiter, F 

Waddell’s biggest steal as GM was trading forward Victor 
Rask to Minnesota in 2019 for Niederreiter, who plays a 
heavy game. 

48 Jordan Martinook, F 

An alternate captain, he has been an all-effort type since 
coming to the Canes from Arizona in 2018, often playing 
through injuries. 

13 Max Domi, F 

The Canes wanted to add another forward at the trade 
deadline and picked up a veteran with a good hockey lineage 
and snarl in his style of game. 

76 Brady Skjei, D 

Stunned when traded by the Rangers in 2020, his pairing 
with Pesce has been a lineup fixture and he’s showing off a 
scoring touch. 

25 Ethan Bear, D 

The Canes traded Warren Foegele to Edmonton for Bear, 
whose first season with Carolina has had peaks and valleys. 

Free Agency 

31 Frederik Andersen, G 

Until his injury in Colorado, was a top candidate for the 
Vezina Trophy as the NHL’s best goalie. The Canes need 
him at his best in the playoffs. 

32 Antti Raanta, G 

Andersen and Raanta gave the Canes a new look in net this 
season as free agents. Raanta has filled his backup role 
perfectly. 

77 Tony DeAngelo, D 

The Canes gave him a chance this season when a lot of 
others passed because of his past, and DeAngelo has made 
the most of it. 
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28 Ian Cole, D 

The veteran won two Cups with the Penguins, is a low-
maintenance player who can kill penalties. Checks a lot of 
boxes. 

71 Jesper Fast, F 

Fast has been called the team’s “worker bee” by Staal and 
wins battles on the walls, yet has just four penalty minutes 
this season. 

18 Derek Stepan, F 

Versatile veteran can be used at center or the wing. His 106 
games of playoff experience adds to his value. 

7 Brendan Smith, D 

Not hesitant to mix things up physically. Suffered a fractured 
skull this season blocking a shot but soon was dropping the 
gloves again. 

Offer Sheet 

82 Jesperi Kotkaniemi, F 

The September surprise. The Canes made an offer sheet, 
the Montreal Canadiens did not match it and Kotkaniemi had 
a new team. Has since signed an eight-year contract 
extension.

 

 

 

Canes Surge Into Playoffs As A Model Of Consistency 

From new puzzle pieces to franchise records, Carolina 
enters postseason play eager to prove that they can 
accomplish the ultimate goal 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Although they were Central Division 
champions last year, the Carolina Hurricanes roster 
experienced a significant amount of overhaul leading into the 
2021-22 regular season. 

The expectations remained the same, but accomplishing 
those expectations is easier said than done - especially with 
new personnel. 

For starters, none of the three goalies that guided the team 
to a second round appearance in the 2021 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs were brought back for the following campaign. Their 
top point-producing defenseman signed elsewhere in free 
agency. Several other key pieces found new homes. 

There were question marks abound as the team kicked off 
training camp in September. 

Then, when time came for the group to put it all together, 
they started their regular season with a franchise-best nine 
consecutive wins. 

New piece Frederik Andersen began his first campaign as a 
Hurricane 8-0-0 with a .949 save percentage, kicking off 
what would eventually become an All-Star and Jennings 
Trophy-winning season. 

Fellow newcomer Tony DeAngelo not only produced more 
points than last season's top point-scoring defenseman, he 
recorded more than any defenseman in a single season in 
organization history. 

Their fellow first-year Canes, Antti Raanta, Seth Jarvis, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Derek Stepan, Ethan Bear, Ian Cole and 

Brendan Smith, meshed perfectly with the existing corps, all 
coming together to publish a franchise record 54 wins and 
116 points on their way to a Metropolitan Division title. 

"It's been a special regular season," Rod Brind'Amour 
reflected after the final horn of Thursday's 6-3 defeat of the 
New Jersey Devils. 

"The consistent effort that the team brings every single day 
[is what I'm most proud of]. It's hard to play at this top level," 
the head coach continued. "The league is so good and [it's 
nice] to be able to look back and say 'that's a pretty darn 
good record' and we did it the right way." 

Consistent is indeed a fitting word to describe the campaign. 
The aforementioned 9-0-0 start provided a glimpse as to 
what would become the team's identity for the entirety of the 
season. 

For almost all 198 days of the NHL's regular season, the 
Canes were the team with the fewest goals allowed. Over 
that same span, the team also had the league's best penalty 
kill. 

There were never any elongated funks, never dropping more 
than four in a row. On the other hand, they won four 
consecutive or more eight different times. 

While the list of both regular season accolades could go on, 
the group's eyes remain fixated on what's to come. 

"Once Monday hits, it goes from [low hand signal] to [high 
hand signal]. The jump is pretty substantial," Jordan 
Martinook offered of the team's understanding of the 
intensity in the Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

"We're playing pretty well, but everybody can give a little 
more and that's what you need," the team's alternate captain 
shared. "We've put ourselves in a good position to have 
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home ice and now we have to prove what type of team we 
are." 

Going in as winners of six in a row, the veteran leader knows 
first-hand that just because a team has found success during 
the regular season, doesn't mean that it will automatically 
translate to May and beyond. After all, they haven't forgotten 
how their season ended fewer than 330 days ago. 

"You learn from your past. These guys that have been here 
before, that's what's driving them and has all year," 
Brind'Amour offered. "Does it translate into the way we play 
in the playoffs? I don't know, but it's the fuel that's certainly 
there. Does it make the difference? We'll find out."

 

 

 

2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs: Hurricanes vs. Bruins first-round preview 

Goaltending, special teams expected to be key in best-of-7 
series 

By Amalie Benjamin 

The first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs features 16 teams 
in eight best-of-7 series, which start Monday. 

Today, NHL.com previews the Eastern Conference First 
Round between the Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins. 

(1M) CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. (WC1) BOSTON 
BRUINS 

Hurricanes: 54-20-8, 116 points 

Bruins: 51-26-5, 107 points 

Season series: CAR 3-0-0; BOS 0-3-0 

Game 1: Monday (7 p.m. ET; ESPN, BSSO, NESN, SN360, 
TVAS) 

For the third time in four seasons, the Carolina Hurricanes 
and Boston Bruins will meet in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and 
this time the Hurricanes believe they can emerge the victors.  

Of course, so do the Bruins.  

The teams first faced off in the postseason in 2018-19, when 
the Bruins swept the Hurricanes in the Eastern Conference 
Final, on their way to losing the Stanley Cup Final in seven 
games to the St. Louis Blues. It was clear then that the 
Bruins were the better team.  

They faced off again in the 2019-20 playoffs, with Boston 
taking the first-round series in five games, and did not meet 
last season when each team lost in the second round. 
Carolina lost in five games to the Tampa Bay Lightning, and 
Boston in six games to the New York Islanders. 

Over the past three seasons, the Hurricanes have steadily 
improved to where they are now a legitimate Stanley Cup 
contender. 

This season they finished with the second-highest point total 
in the Eastern Conference and the third-highest in the NHL. 

The Florida Panthers (122 points) and the Colorado 
Avalanche (119 points) are the only teams with more. 

"One of the things I love about the group is they all want to 
win but they hate losing more than they like winning," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "I think we've had 
some losses, some tough losses, in the playoffs. I think that's 
a motivator, for sure. … They know where we want to get to." 

The series will pitch two staunch defenses against each 
other, with the Hurricanes first in the NHL in goals against 
per game (2.44) and the Bruins fourth (2.66). But there is a 
significant caveat there: Carolina could be missing its starting 
goalie, Frederik Andersen, who sustained a lower-body injury 
April 16 against the Colorado Avalanche. 

Andersen went 35-14-3 with a 2.17 goals-against average, 
.922 save percentage and four shutouts in 52 games (51 
starts), and his performance was crucial to the success of 
the team. Antti Raanta, with whom Andersen won the William 
M. Jennings Trophy given to the goalies who play a minimum 
of 25 games for the team allowing the fewest goals during 
the regular season, and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov will man the 
net until Andersen is ready to return. 

"Freddie is doing everything that we've asked him to do and 
more," Carolina general manager Don Waddell said Friday. 
"He's working out daily. He hasn't been on the ice yet, so 
there's no timetable until he gets on the ice. 

"We're not hanging our hat. We'll be ready to roll with 
whoever that guy is that gets the call for Game 1." 

The Bruins will be equally inexperienced in goal, with a 
decision between either Linus Ullmark or Jeremy Swayman 
possibly coming game by game.  

But whichever goalie is in net for either team, it should be a 
good matchup despite Carolina dominating the regular-
season series. The Hurricanes defeated the Bruins 3-0 on 
Oct. 28, 7-1 on Jan. 18, and 6-0 on Feb. 10. 

"Strong team, obviously," Boston coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
"They had their way with us this year. Some of that was a 
while ago, and I think our team is in a much better place than 
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when we played them earlier in the year. So, we're not going 
to take too much stock in that 

"We have had success against them in the playoffs recently 
and, again, two different teams, so you can't take too much 
stock in that either." 

It's a new season and a new series, and both teams are 
happy with what they bring to the table -- and what the series 
might hold for them. 

"We love what we have in there," Boston forward Charlie 
Coyle said. "We're really confident. We're just itching to get 
going." 

GAME BREAKERS 

Hurricanes: Forward Sebastian Aho has become a certified 
star, a player who can do it all and often does. He is a 
speedy scoring threat with defensive ability and leadership, 
and he can break open a game and a series. The 24-year-
old led the Hurricanes with 81 points (37 goals, 44 assists) in 
79 games this season, just missing his NHL career high of 
83 points set in 2018-19. But the way he has taken to the 
playoffs has been even more impressive, averaging more 
than a point per game, with 35 points (14 goals, 21 assists) 
in 34 career games, and consistently coming through -- 
regular season and postseason -- when the Hurricanes need 
a boost.  

Bruins: Forward David Pastrnak is all flash, from the suits he 
wears to how he can rip the puck, and when that flash is on, 
there's almost no stopping him. Pastrnak didn't approach the 
heights of two seasons ago, when he had 95 points and co-
won the Rocket Richard Trophy as the NHL's top goal-scorer 
with 48 goals, but he did finish with 77 points (40 goals, 37 
assists) in 72 games and hit the 40-goal mark for the second 
time in his career.  

GOALTENDING 

Hurricanes: What was once a significant strength of the 
Hurricanes may no longer be true. Andersen is questionable 
for the start of the series, so it could be a combination of 
Raanta and Kochetkov in net. The veteran Raanta was 15-5-
4 with a 2.45 GAA, .912 save percentage and two shutouts 
in 28 games (26 starts) this season, and has played in five 
career playoff games, all in relief. Kochetkov, who was 
recalled from Chicago of the American Hockey League on 
April 18, made his NHL debut five days later and went 3-0-0, 
with a 2.42 GAA and .902 save percentage in three games 
(two starts).  

Bruins: For the past decade, the Bruins have gone into the 
playoffs with one name written in permanent marker on the 
lineup card: Tuukka Rask. This season, Cassidy will be using 
pencil as he is expected to rely on his two goalies, Swayman 
and Ullmark. The goalies split starts this season, and 
performed nearly equally, leading to a postseason in which 
the net may be a game-to-game decision. Ullmark was 26-
10-2 with a 2.45 GAA and .917 save percentage in 41 games 
(39 starts). Swayman was 23-14-3 with a 2.41 GAA and .914 
save percentage in 41 games (39 starts). 

NUMBERS TO KNOW 

Hurricanes: Carolina crushed the rest of the field on the 
penalty kill, leading the NHL at 88.0 percent. The team is led 
by defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who played the second-most 
shorthanded minutes of anyone in the League at 255:00 
(Andrew Peeke of the Columbus Blue Jackets is first at 
264:10). Pair a red-hot goalie with a team full of PK buy-in, 
and you have a recipe for success.  

Bruins: The Bruins' power-play percentage was a 
respectable 21.2 percent this season, good for 15th in the 
NHL. But that hides the fact that Boston went through an 0-
for-39 stretch before Pastrnak scored his 15th power-play 
goal, and 40th of the season, in a 5-0 win against the Buffalo 
Sabres on Thursday. Boston closed out the season going 1-
for-1 with the man advantage on Friday in a 5-2 loss to the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. 

X-FACTORS 

Hurricanes: Tony DeAngelo has been a perfect fit with the 
Hurricanes. The defenseman tied forward Vincent Trocheck 
for the fourth-most points on the team with 51 (10 goals, 41 
assists) and even teammate Brendan Smith, who also 
played with DeAngelo for the New York Rangers, said 
recently, "He's been our X-factor." That should continue into 
the playoffs.   

Bruins: Cassidy took a risk when he broke up his top line in 
January, moving Pastrnak down and searching for a right 
wing to fit with Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron. He 
found that player in Jake DeBrusk, who has a chance to be a 
real presence in the postseason. DeBrusk is getting the 
significant role he's been dreaming of in Boston and has the 
results to back it up with 42 points (25 goals, 17 assists) in 
77 games and finished tied with Bergeron for the third-most 
goals on the team. If he continues the way he's been playing 
since February, he could be a major driver for the Bruins 
success. 

THEY SAID IT 

"Every series, every round -- if we can get going -- is going to 
be tough. Maybe the toughest might be the first round." -- 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 

"We're going to have to be good defensively. That's really 
our identity. It's not something that we have to change or do 
anything different, we just have to play that structure well. It's 
fun. It's fun shutting down other teams, especially our line. 
We're an offensive line, but when we're good in our end and 
we get pucks back, the sky's the limit. I think our whole team 
kind of buys into that." -- Bruins forward Taylor Hall  

WILL WIN IF … 

Hurricanes: Their goaltending holds up. Whether Andersen 
makes it back in the first round or Carolina is forced to rely 
on the combination of Raanta and Kochetkov, goaltending 
will be key to whether Carolina can finally overcome the 
Bruins and advance into the second round.  

Bruins: The Bruins offense can breakthrough. Boston is 
middle-of-the-pack when it comes to production, sitting 15th 
in the NHL at 3.09 goals per game. But they have the 
potential to go off, with a top-six that can make some noise in 
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a playoff series. Should they get hot -- especially on the 
power play -- all bets are off. 

HOW THEY LOOK 

Hurricanes projected lineup 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi -- Vincent Trocheck -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook - Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Martin Necas 

Jaccob Slavin -- Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei -- Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith -- Ian Cole 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Antti Raanta 

Scratched: Ethan Bear, Steven Lorentz, Derek Stepan 

Injured: Frederik Andersen (lower body) 

Bruins projected lineup 

Brad Marchand -- Patrice Bergeron -- Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall -- Erik Haula -- David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic -- Charlie Coyle -- Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno -- Tomas Nosek -- Curtis Lazar 

Hampus Lindholm -- Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelcyk -- Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort -- Connor Clifton 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman 

Scratched: Anton Blidh, Jesper Froden, Marc McLaughlin, 
Josh Brown, Mike Reilly
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2022 Stanley Cup playoffs: Breaking down all 16 teams in the NHL postseason 

The matchups and storylines are set as the 2022 Stanley 
Cup playoffs get underway this week, with the last team 
standing hoisting the cherished chalice sometime in late 
June. 

Will that be the Tampa Bay Lightning, who are looking to 
become the first team to win the Cup in three consecutive 
seasons since the New York Islanders won four straight from 
1980 to 1983? Could the Florida Panthers, who raced to the 
top seed in the Eastern Conference, win their first Cup? 
Might the Colorado Avalanche, the top seed in the West and 
an underachiever the past two postseasons, break through? 
Or will the Toronto Maple Leafs shake off their demons and 
claim their first Cup since 1966-67? 

We've got all the angles covered to get you ready for the 
playoffs as ESPN hockey reporters Greg Wyshynski and 
Kristen Shilton take a look at each of the 16 postseason 
teams, offering the reasons each team could win it all, along 
with their (potentially) biggest flaws, players to watch and a 
bold prediction for every contender. 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written 
by Shilton, while Wyshynski analyzed the Metro and Pacific 
teams. Also note that wild-card teams have been moved into 
their bracketed divisions (so the Capitals are in the Atlantic, 
and so forth). 

Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, 
Hockey Reference and Evolving Hockey. 

Atlantic Division 

1. Florida Panthers 

Record: 58-18-6 (122 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: It's hard to argue with the 
Panthers' results this season. They're the NHL's top-scoring 
team for a reason, having been consistently outstanding 
offensively since Game 1. Florida has three 30-plus goal 
scorers, six players with 50-plus points and a Hart Trophy 
contender in Jonathan Huberdeau, who can go toe-to-toe 
with any offensive threat in the league. Unsurprisingly, 
Florida has also produced excellent special-teams numbers 
(including with its top-10 power play). The Panthers' depth of 
electric scoring ability, coupled with solid goaltending from 
Sergei Bobrovsky, has the potential to carry this team a long 
way into spring. 

Biggest flaw(s): Defense, and goaltending. We all saw what 
happened to Bobrovsky in last season's playoffs (when he 
was replaced midway through the first round by rookie 
Spencer Knight) and the veteran has struggled down the 
stretch this season (with a save percentage below .900 in 
three of four recent appearances). Those aren't encouraging 
totals. 

It doesn't help that in front of Bobrovsky, Florida got a little 
too comfortable late in the season as the Cardiac Cats. The 
Panthers repeatedly fell into multiple-goal deficits they were 
able to erase because, well, see above. That formula doesn't 
generally work in the postseason. The clichés exist for a 
reason: There's no space out there anymore, no time to 
make plays or dangle or show off. While Florida's offensive 
talent is its best asset, if the overall team defense can't hold 
up (especially if Aaron Ekblad isn't able to return to form due 
to his knee injury), it could make for a shorter run than the 
Panthers are aiming for. 

Player to watch: Claude Giroux. Why? Because he picked 
this opportunity. Florida is the only place he wanted to land 
at the trade deadline. After years of falling short in 
Philadelphia, the Flyers' former captain wants to win it all. 
What will he bring to the table to help make it happen? 

Bold prediction: As happened to Tampa Bay in 2019, the 
seemingly unstoppable Panthers fall short with a baffling 
first-round exit. 

2. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Record: 54-21-7 (115 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Toronto has got the talent, in all 
three phases of the game. Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner are one of the NHL's most dynamic offensive duos. 
Mark Giordano has helped solidify the blue line, and the 
Leafs actually have good depth there, for once. In net, Jack 
Campbell appears back on his game following a midseason 
downturn and rib injury. Toronto isn't the one-note wonder of 
its past, capable of putting pucks in the net but incapable of 
keeping them out. Team defense has become a part of the 
equation because that mentality is exhibited by the team's 
top players (including Matthews). And there's the Leafs' 
excellent special teams, including the NHL's best power play 
and a dynamic penalty kill that is nearly as likely to score 
short-handed as to get scored on. 

Biggest flaw(s): Confidence. Toronto can't hide from its ugly 
postseason past. No one will let the Leafs forget what 
happened against Boston (twice) or Montreal. This version of 
Toronto can contend with any team it will face in the playoffs 
-- but only if the Leafs actually show up as their best selves. 
That's been the disconnect before, and those demons won't 
be overcome until Toronto has success when it matters 
most. 

Player to watch: Marner. The winger is having an 
unbelievable regular season but hasn't scored a playoff goal 
since 2017-18 and has only eight assists in 12 postseason 
games the past two years. There's a massive monkey on 
Marner's back, and seeing how he responds to that in the 
postseason this year is going to go a long way in determining 
just how good the Leafs can be. 
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Bold prediction: Toronto shocks the world and wins multiple 
playoff rounds. 

3. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Record: 51-23-8 (110 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Tampa knows how to win. The 
Lightning have done it the past two seasons, under less-
than-ideal pandemic-related circumstances to boot. There's 
a real calmness that the Lightning have in the toughest 
moments, a constant belief in their ability to weather any 
storm. That mindset is critical when every team out there is 
looking to unseat the champions. Then of course there's the 
personnel. Goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy has been, and 
continues to be, Tampa's MVP. Did he skid at the end of this 
season? Yes, but that doesn't mean he can't flip the switch 
when it's time. The Lightning have great depth down the 
middle of the ice with Brayden Point, Steven Stamkos and 
Anthony Cirelli, electric scoring potential in Nikita Kucherov 
and an excellent defenseman who leads by example in 
Victor Hedman. Tampa's lineup remains as intimidating as 
any in the league. 

Biggest flaw(s): Fatigue. Long playoff runs equal short 
offseasons. Tampa hasn't had much downtime since the 
NHL's bubble tournament two years ago. All that winning is 
great at the time, but it cuts into recovery. The Lightning 
have had some bumpier stretches in the season's second 
half, where the losses piled up. Is that a sign that Tampa is 
losing its legs? 

Player to watch: Vasilevskiy. The first round might actually 
be the hardest for Tampa, knowing how hungry the Leafs are 
to overcome their checkered playoff past. The Lightning 
goalie will have to be better than his best to get Tampa over 
the hump and back into postseason cruise control. 

Bold prediction: Brandon Hagel comes alive at last. Since 
being acquired at the trade deadline, the former Blackhawks 
winger hasn't produced. Look for that to change in the 
Lightning's second season. 

4. Washington Capitals 

Record: 44-26-12 (100 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Thanks to the steepest parity 
the Eastern Conference has seen in some time, the Capitals 
had a 100-point season for the sixth straight 82-game 
campaign. Granted, that included 12 overtime losses, a 
middling even-strength offense and goaltending issues 
galore. But it was also a campaign that saw Alex Ovechkin 
score 50 goals and carry the team for stretches this season. 
He received help from familiar Capitals names such as 
Evgeny Kuznetsov, John Carlson and Tom Wilson, while 
Conor Sheary and Anthony Mantha chipped in. But forwards 
Nicklas Backstrom and T.J. Oshie saw their offensive output 
drop during seasons impacted by injuries and illness. But 
that's the regular season. These are the playoffs. The 
Capitals have a veteran group that can play physical hockey 
and defend well at 5-on-5. With a healthy Ovechkin, they can 
be in any series. One problem ... 

Biggest flaw(s): Ovechkin missed the Capitals' final three 
games after appearing to injure his shoulder in an April 24 
game. He is the Russian Machine. Seeing him play in the 

first round would not be a surprise, although coach Peter 
Laviolette said that Ovechkin would not have been able to 
play had the playoffs started last week. Washington lives and 
dies on the performance of its franchise star, especially on 
the power play. If he's diminished, so are the Caps' Cup 
chances -- significantly. But equally as ominous is the 
Capitals' goaltending. Vitek Vanecek has been wildly 
inconsistent, while Ilya Samsonov has played to a sub-
replacement level this season. 

Player to watch: Tom Wilson managed not to get suspended 
during the regular season, to his credit. He had 23 goals and 
28 assists and led all Capitals forwards in goals scored 
above average. Physicality gets ratcheted up in the playoffs, 
and Wilson has shown the ability in the past to turn a series 
with one big injurious hit. He's the kind of player to watch 
with your head on a swivel. 

Bold prediction: Evgeny Kuznetsov leads the Capitals in 
scoring, but their stay in the playoffs is limited to one round. 

Metropolitan Division 

1. Carolina Hurricanes 

Record: 54-20-8 (116 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: What if a team had its best 
regular season in franchise history and no one noticed? That 
must be what the Hurricanes felt like in 2021-22, as they set 
a new standard for points in a season, won the Metropolitan 
Division for the first time and led the league in goals-against 
average. Yet Carolina is not mentioned in the same breath 
as other Stanley Cup contenders. That could change in a 
hurry in the postseason, as the Canes flex their impressive 
depth, stingy penalty kill and offensive flourish led by 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. The team gets 
contributions from steady veterans (Jordan Staal), stellar 
young talents (Martin Necas) and other teams' castaways 
(the divisive but effective Tony DeAngelo). Orchestrating all 
of it is coach Rod Brind'Amour, for whom the players would 
skate through a wall. 

Biggest flaw(s): Well, let's go with potentially biggest. Goalie 
Frederik Andersen had a dominant regular season, finishing 
third in goals saved above average (38.7). But he's expected 
to miss a few games in the first round due to a lower-body 
injury. Beyond that, he hasn't won a playoff series since 
2015. His playoff struggles are a bit overblown -- his 
numbers aren't that bad overall -- but the doubts linger. If 
Andersen can't go, netminder duties will fall to backup Antti 
Raanta and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Player to watch: Rookie forward Seth Jarvis has been 
absolutely outstanding for the Hurricanes. The 13th overall 
pick in 2020, Jarvis had 11 points in a nine-game stretch 
near the end of the season, running shotgun with Aho for a 
lot of it. He was fourth on the team in goals scored above 
average. Jarvis might not have the point total to make noise 
in the Calder Trophy race, but you'll know his name after this 
postseason. 

Bold prediction: The Hurricanes get past the Bruins in the 
first round, but it's a grinding seven-game series. 
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2. New York Rangers 

Record: 52-24-6 (110 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Let's start with the best goalie in 
the world. Igor Shesterkin led the NHL in save percentage 
and goals saved above average, carrying the Rangers for 
the first two-thirds of the season as New York was near the 
bottom of the league in even-strength analytics. But right 
around the trade deadline, the Rangers' play started to pick 
up and continued to trend upward through the final month of 
the season under first-year coach Gerard Gallant. There's 
more to the team than just a dominant goalie, however. Chris 
Kreider became just the fourth player in Rangers history to 
top 50 goals. Artemi Panarin averaged 1.28 points per game. 
Adam Fox, last year's Norris winner, had a strong encore. 
The role players GM Chris Drury added along the way -- 
such as forwards Barclay Goodrow and Andrew Copp -- 
have bolstered the team. 

Biggest flaw(s): Power plays don't always come easy in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. That's not great news for a Rangers 
team whose power-play prowess (fourth in the NHL) far 
outpaced its even-strength offense (18th). Only four teams 
had a lower expected goals-for per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 than 
the Rangers this season: the Sabres, Kraken, Coyotes and 
Blackhawks. Not exactly the best offensive company to keep. 

Player to watch: Mika Zibanejad was back to being a point-
per-game center this season, playing the majority of his time 
with Kreider and assisting on 24 of his goals. He's a dynamic 
offensive talent who has 11 points in his past 15 playoff 
games. 

Bold prediction: Shesterkin pitches two shutouts in the 
opening round as the Rangers advance. 

3. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Record: 46-25-11 (103 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: The Penguins crossed the finish 
line as a playoff team. That wasn't a given before the season 
and certainly wasn't while Pittsburgh played through its 
seemingly annual spate of injuries. But now that the 
Penguins are in, with a lineup dotted with familiar names 
sporting Stanley Cup rings, the best case for a championship 
run is made by Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang, 
Jeff Carter, Bryan Rust and Jake Guentzel. That core has 
been augmented by strong seasons from a supporting cast 
of forwards Evan Rodrigues and Danton Heinen, and 
especially defenseman Mike Matheson, who had a career-
redefining campaign. They'll help power what could be a last 
attempt at a Cup for this aging core, with Malkin, Letang and 
Rust among the team's pending free agents. As Crosby said 
recently: "I think you try to enjoy it as much as you can and 
try to take it all in because you know that it's not going to last 
forever." 

Biggest flaw(s): The playoffs couldn't arrive at a worse time 
for Pittsburgh. Goalie Tristan Jarry, who had an outstanding 
regular season, has been sidelined with a broken foot that 
he's in the process of rehabbing. If he makes it back, Jarry 
still has to demonstrate his postseason prowess after 
flopping against the Islanders in their 2021 series. Until he 
does, it's Casey DeSmith's crease. The Penguins' offense is 
also struggling, with an ice-cold power play and players such 

as Rust mired in slumps. Forward Jason Zucker, who could 
help, can't stay in the lineup due to injuries. Things aren't 
trending well for Pittsburgh at the buzzer. 

Player to watch: Crosby had 84 points this season, which 
was his best points-per-60 minutes average for a season 
with at least 68 games played since 2009-10. Unfortunately, 
Alex Ovechkin cornered the market on "he can still do that at 
his age, wow!" reactions, leaving Crosby's incredible season 
a bit underappreciated. The past three postseasons haven't 
been the greatest for Sid, with six points in 14 games. He 
had just two points in the Pens' six-game series loss to the 
Islanders last playoffs. But being that he's Sidney Crosby 
and he knows this could be the last ride for members of this 
group, he's absolutely the player to watch for Pittsburgh. 

Bold prediction: The Penguins go out in the first round, but 
goaltending isn't the reason. Well, unless it's because of their 
opponents' goaltending. 

4. Boston Bruins 

Record: 51-26-5 (107 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Boston can be a tough team to 
play against. The Bruins are one of the league's stingiest 
teams (averaging 2.69 goals against) and excel at limiting 
shots against (28.7 per game, third fewest in the NHL) and 
high-danger chances (first overall). If defense wins 
championships (and history suggests it's a big factor), the 
Bruins should be feared by any opponent. The addition of 
Hampus Lindholm on the back end has really strengthened 
the B's blue line and gives them more options to mix and 
match pairings throughout the playoffs as needed. The 
Bruins' goalie tandem of Linus Ullmark and Jeremy 
Swayman deserves credit in this area too, providing 
consistently good performances that have more than 
assuaged fears about how the team would move on from 
Tuukka Rask. 

And of course, there's Boston's core. Patrice Bergeron is still 
Patrice Bergeron. Ditto Brad Marchand. There is a winning 
pedigree in Boston that starts with its leadership, and 
spreads to David Pastrnak, Taylor Hall, Charlie McAvoy, and 
on down the list. 

Biggest flaw(s): Consistency and resiliency. When things 
aren't going Boston's way -- when the Bruins struggle to 
score a goal or give up a bad one -- can they persevere and 
push back? That killer instinct has been a hallmark of 
Boston's play in the past and hasn't always been at the 
forefront of late. Same with its overall consistency. Some 
nights, the Bruins look impenetrable; the next, they're 
floundering in their own end. When Boston is at its best, it is 
a hard-hitting, back-breaking group to go up against. 
Maintaining that intensity each night in the playoffs will be a 
task in itself. 

Player to watch: McAvoy. The Bruins' top blueliner hasn't 
garnered the same attention as some of the league's 
flashiest defenders this season, but he has been excellent in 
his own right. And if Boston is going to turn its defensive 
advantages into a lengthy playoff run, it will be McAvoy 
leading the way. He does all the little things, is strong at both 
ends of the ice and can contribute just about anywhere. 
Expect more great performances from him. 
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Bold prediction: Boston uses its shutdown capabilities to 
bounce a high-octane offensive opponent in the first round. 

Central Division 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Record: 56-19-7 (119 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Colorado is a beast. Period. The 
Avalanche are top three in league scoring, top six in goals 
against, have a top-five power play and boast enviable depth 
at forward and on the back end to complement Darcy 
Kuemper, who has had a resurgent second half in net. 

Colorado has shown it can win all types of games, whether 
big-time blowouts or tightly contested grinders. And it's not 
just the Avs' marquee names -- Nazem Kadri, Nathan 
MacKinnon, Cale Makar to name a few -- who are having an 
impact. Colorado is fortunate to have dynamic middle-six 
scorers such as Valeri Nichushkin and quiet contributors 
such as Artturi Lehkonen who can sneak up and burn 
opponents unexpectedly. While it's desirable to have the top-
end talent Colorado does, it's often the unheralded players 
who pick up the playoff slack. And that could make a huge 
difference for the Avalanche this spring. 

Biggest flaw(s): Defensive chemistry, and the penalty kill. For 
all the great stats the Avs have produced this season, they're 
average on the kill (79%), which could be an issue in the 
postseason, when it's harder to score and every advantage 
that goes the other way has the potential to be a 
backbreaker. Sorting out the optimal defensive pairings will 
be a task for coach Jared Bednar. After Makar and Devon 
Toews, where do the rest of Colorado's defensemen fit? How 
much trust should he place in Jack Johnson or Samuel 
Girard? The Avalanche remember well how Vegas cut 
through them like butter in the playoffs last year. That can't 
happen again. 

Player to watch: Kadri. What sort of postseason magic can 
Kadri create to cap this career season? Free agency is 
looming, and all eyes will be on Kadri as he chases that 
elusive championship. 

Bold prediction: The Avalanche flip the season script, 
struggling to score in the early going of the playoffs and 
relying on team defense to step up and move them along. 

2. Minnesota Wild 

Record: 53-22-7 (113 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: What does (almost) every long 
playoff push include? Excellent goaltending. The Wild have 
that, big-time. Marc-Andre Fleury has been lights out since 
arriving at the trade deadline from Chicago. Cam Talbot, 
solid all season, has improved even further riding shotgun 
with the newcomer. That presents a perfect backdrop for 
Minnesota's run. The Wild have had offensive stars 
emerging throughout the season, from Kirill Kaprizov to 
Kevin Fiala to Mats Zuccarello. Minnesota has been 
scorching hot since mid-March, going 19-2-3 since March 16, 
entering the playoffs with a hard-earned swagger. 

Biggest flaw(s): Minnesota's special teams are less than 
awe-inspiring. The Wild's penalty kill is bottom 10 in the 
league, and their power play sits somewhere in the middle. 

Failing to capitalize on man-advantage chances almost 
always comes back to bite teams in the postseason; ditto 
with struggling to keep pucks out on the kill. Those 5-on-5 
opportunities can be -- and almost always are -- limited in the 
playoffs. The game-changing swings can come down to 
special teams, and that's not where the Wild have thrived. 

Player to watch: Jonas Brodin. It's easy to talk about 
Minnesota's goaltending and offensive prowess, but Brodin 
has been helping facilitate all that with locked-in defensive 
play (and he's no slouch with the puck either, registering a 
career high in points this season). Brodin is a leader on the 
ice and anchors the Wild in a way that is crucial to their 
success. Keep an eye on those little things Brodin can do to 
put Minnesota over the top. 

Bold prediction: Coach Dean Evason bucks tradition by not 
naming a playoff starter in net, opting to alternate between 
Fleury and Talbot instead. 

3. St. Louis Blues 

Record: 49-22-11 (109 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: History has a funny habit of 
repeating itself. Luckily for the Blues, that deja vu high 
they're currently riding is a good one. 

Back in 2019, St. Louis went from flailing to thriving at the 
end of the regular season and carried a hot streak all the 
way past Boston for the franchise's first Cup title. This 
season is shaping up in similar fashion. After a bumpy road 
through February and most of March, the Blues caught fire 
into April and have been unstoppable of late. The 
goaltending from Ville Husso has been exceptional, and 
Jordan Binnington is finally rebounding to become a more 
reliable backup. Also on a roll: St. Louis' power play, which 
has been top three in the NHL since late March. The Blues 
are rightly playing with incredible confidence, and we know 
from past experience where that can lead them. 

Biggest flaw(s): St. Louis has had defensive issues all 
season. It's part of what has made Husso so invaluable; he 
covers for all manner of ills in the Blues' own end. That, 
combined with St. Louis being one of the NHL's worst teams 
in 5-on-5 possession totals, puts a lot more pressure on 
Husso -- a rookie appearing in his first postseason -- at the 
toughest time of year. The Blues do have scoring talents, 
including Jordan Kyrou and Vladimir Tarasenko, but with 
more limited chances in tight-checking postseason games, 
St. Louis will have to really focus on the defensive details to 
avoid a letdown. 

Player to watch: Tarasenko. Here's a player who requested a 
trade out of St. Louis and instead has thrived there this 
season. He's the club's leading scorer, averaging more than 
a point a game, and eats important minutes. Tarasenko had 
11 goals and 17 points during the Blues' 2019 run. Whether 
or not he'll again be eyeing a trade out of town this 
offseason, Tarasenko should take every chance to shine in 
the coming weeks. 

Bold prediction: Binnington ends up back in the starter's net, 
and carries St. Louis deep into the postseason. 
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4. Nashville Predators 

Record: 45-30-7 (97 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Nashville is a great underdog -- 
back the Predators into a corner and wait to see some of 
their best hockey. So it works in Nashville's favor to not just 
go into the postseason as a wild-card team, but to know 
there's an uphill battle ahead to make its time in the playoffs 
last. Look back at how Nashville started the season, winning 
just one of its first five games but then exploding to earn the 
NHL's best record (23-7-2) from mid-October to early 
January. From there, things started falling apart for the 
Predators; they didn't perform as well at the top of the 
standings. 

What makes Nashville dangerous (other than Roman Josi, 
Matt Duchene, Filip Forsberg and Juuse Saros, of course) is 
the chip on its shoulder, the hunger to prove the team's 
critics wrong. Those types of intangibles are impossible to 
quantify in the unknowable season ahead. 

Biggest flaw(s): Can the Predators keep it together in their 
own end? That's the question. We know Josi is a Norris 
Trophy-caliber defender, but the rest of Nashville's blue line 
doesn't exhibit nearly the same consistency. Saros missed 
the last two games of the season with a lower-body injury, 
and his status is uncertain heading into the postseason. The 
Predators can score well enough, but how well they can 
execute team defense and keep the puck out of their own net 
will be the key. 

Player to watch: Forsberg. A game-changing talent who also 
is playing for his next contract (from Nashville or someone 
else). That's a killer combination. Forsberg can, and will, 
challenge any defense the Predators see in coming weeks. 
And, as Nashville's leader in game-winning goals, Forsberg 
also has the potential to create some must-see drama. 

Bold prediction: Nashville shocks the hockey world by going 
from wild-card entrant to Western Conference finalist. 

Pacific Division 

1. Calgary Flames 

Record: 50-21-11 (111 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: Few teams are built better for a 
run at the Cup than the Calgary Flames. They were third in 
expected goals against and fourth in expected goals for per 
60 minutes at 5-on-5 this season. They had three 40-goal 
forwards in Johnny Gaudreau, who posted a remarkable 
115-point season, Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm, 
with Andrew Mangiapane (35 goals) not far off the pace. 
Their lineup features solid two-way forwards in Mikael 
Backlund and Blake Coleman. While he has cooled off a 
little, Tyler Toffoli remains a dangerous offensive player in 
the postseason. Their top defensive pairings of Noah Hanifin 
and Rasmus Andersson along with Chris Tanev and Oliver 
Kylington have been outstanding. Watching all of it from the 
crease is Vezina contender Jacob Markstrom. Coach Darryl 
Sutter has this team primed to bring the Cup back to Canada 
for the first time since 1993. 

Biggest flaw(s): Being a top-heavy offensive team is a good 
problem to have when the top of one's lineup is filled with 

players who have more than 35 goals. But the Flames don't 
get quite as much contribution as some teams from their 
bottom six. Again, a criticism of Calgary this season is like 
using one of those eyepieces to search for a flaw on a 
gorgeously cut diamond. But teams win with depth in the 
playoffs, and there's been some falloff here for the Flames. 

Player to watch: Tkachuk's best offensive season arrived, to 
no one's surprise, as he's headed into restricted free agency 
this summer. The 24-year-old forward had 103 points and 
was a plus-58 (!) on the season, while still finding time to 
amass 68 penalty minutes. The rare NHL talent who can 
agitate you with words, deeds and on the scoreboard. If the 
Flames win the Cup, it wouldn't be hard to see him taking 
home a Conn Smythe. 

Bold prediction: The Flames advance to the Western 
Conference finals, including a Battle of Alberta win over the 
Oilers. 

2. Edmonton Oilers 

Record: 49-27-6 (104 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: This is Edmonton Oilers Version 
2.0. Under coach Dave Tippett, the Oilers were 13th in the 
NHL in expected goals per 60 minutes at 5-on-5; under 
interim coach Jay Woodcroft, who took over Feb. 10, the 
Oilers jumped to fourth in that category. They were 27th in 
goals-against per 60 at 5-on-5 under Tippett; under 
Woodcroft, they were ninth. Edmonton trended up across the 
board under Woodcroft, including in the most important area: 
the standings, where the Oilers finished second in the 
Pacific. It was once again the Connor and Leon show, as 
McDavid had 123 points and Draisaitl had 110. The next 
highest scorer, Zach Hyman, had 54 points. As long as the 
Oilers' stars are shining that brightly, they'll have a chance to 
win any series. 

Biggest flaw(s): Beyond McDavid and Draisaitl, the Oilers 
don't necessarily have the depth that other contenders in the 
Western Conference can boast in their forward group or on 
the blue line. But if there's a true flaw with the Oilers, it's 
once again found in the crease. Yes, Mike Smith has been in 
a groove during April, with a .948 even-strength save 
percentage in nine games. But we doubt that's sustainable, 
and the alternative remains Mikko Koskinen. 

Player to watch: Under different circumstances, 22-year-old 
defenseman Evan Bouchard might have been a Calder 
Trophy finalist with his 43 points in 81 games. Alas, he's 
ineligible, having played more than six games in his first two 
NHL seasons. The Oilers will have to settle for Bouchard 
logging 19:46 in average ice time and being part of a 
successful pairing with Duncan Keith, which is not something 
Edmonton fans would have predicted before the season. 

Bold prediction: The Oilers win their first playoff series since 
2017 before bowing out to Calgary. 

3. Los Angeles Kings 

Record: 44-27-11 (99 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: The Kings, who flaunt one of the 
deepest prospect pools in the NHL, had been waiting a few 
years for their next generation of stars to mature. But the 
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catalyst for their first playoff berth since 2018 wasn't the kids, 
but rather the established veterans. Anze Kopitar led the 
team in scoring. 

Forwards Viktor Arvidsson and Phillip Danault, GM Rob 
Blake's key offseason pickups, were in the top four in 
scoring. The team also had strong seasons from veterans 
Trevor Moore, Alex Iafallo, Adrian Kempe and Alex Edler, a 
resurgent campaign from Jonathan Quick and an 
outstanding season from Drew Doughty before he went out 
with a wrist injury. But the kids were all right too: Forwards 
Arthur Kaliyev, Rasmus Kupari and Quinton Byfield, as well 
as defensemen Mikey Anderson and Sean Durzi, also 
contributed. 

The Kings have had strong underlying numbers under coach 
Todd McLellan all season, including placing fifth in expected 
goals per 60 minutes and fifth in percentage of shot attempts 
at 5-on-5. The best that can be said of them is that the Kings 
found ways to win: While their divisional rivals flailed about 
trying to qualify for the postseason, Los Angeles won four 
straight critical games in regulation down the stretch. 

Biggest flaw(s): The fact that the Kings still managed to 
make the playoffs without Doughty is a testament to how well 
they played before his injury. Los Angeles was 32-19-7 when 
Doughty went out on March 7. They went 12-8-3 after that. 
It's hard to imagine the Kings doing anything of consequence 
in the postseason without Doughty, an accomplished playoff 
performer who had 31 points in 39 games this season, 
averaging 25:44 per night. They're very ordinary on the back 
end without him. 

Player to watch: There was a time, not too long ago, when 
Jonathan Quick was considered one of the best big-game 
goaltenders in the NHL. He backstopped the Kings to the 
Stanley Cup in 2012 and 2014, posting an incredible .946 
save percentage to win that initial championship. He hasn't 
been that guy for a while, and at 36, he might never be that 
guy again. But this was his best season since 2017-18, and 
there were enough moments of "vintage Jonathan Quick" to 
make one wonder if there isn't just a little more playoff magic 
left in him, 10 years after winning the Conn Smythe. 

Bold prediction: Kopitar and Danault do what they can 
against Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, but the loss of 

Doughty proves too much and the Kings fall to the Oilers in 
six games. 

4. Dallas Stars 

Record: 46-30-6 (98 points) 

Case for a Stanley Cup run: The Stars made the playoffs in 
large part because of their top line. The trio of Joe Pavelski, 
Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson might still be underrated 
around the NHL, but they carried Dallas up the standings 
despite critics having panned the Stars' postseason chances. 
That unit shows no signs of slowing, either, and that should 
give Dallas a confidence boost going into the first round. 

Everyone knows anything can happen once the playoffs 
begin. Unlikely contenders emerge year after year. Why not 
Dallas? What do the Stars have to lose? There's power in 
being an underdog, a freedom to simply play your game 
without expectation. The Stars' first line might be its 
superpower, but this lineup can offer a lot more than that. 
Jake Oettinger has played well in net, and Dallas' defense 
has looked more cohesive lately. Seeing its dedication pay 
off with a playoff opportunity should be all the motivation 
Dallas needs to give each game its best. 

Biggest flaw(s): Depth scoring has been an issue for the 
Stars. After Pavelski, Hintz and Robertson (who all tallied 70 
or more points), Dallas' offense has been streaky. Tyler 
Seguin and Jamie Benn have underperformed much of the 
season, and the Stars don't get much scoring help from their 
defensemen (John Klingberg leads Dallas blueliners with six 
goals). While Dallas has every reason to feel good about its 
top point-getters, in a tight playoff series the secondary 
scoring often puts teams over the top. The Stars need to be 
more than just a one-line wonder. 

Player to watch: Miro Heiskanen. Goals project to be at a 
premium for Dallas, so look for the team's top defender to 
step up in keeping pucks out of the Stars' end -- and out of 
their net. Heiskanen missed time this season with illness but 
is an invaluable asset to Dallas' overall success. Heiskanen 
can set a tone for how the entire team approaches its 
defensive strategy. This is when he should shine. 

Bold prediction: The Stars take a powerhouse first-round 
opponent to seven games.
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Jaccob Slavin is as Focused as They Come 

It’s hard to get a rise out of Jaccob Slavin. But don’t mistake 
his Lady Byng calm for a lack of competitive fire. He wants it 
as bad as anyone. Just don’t expect him to go all Will Smith 
on anyone. 

By Ryan Kennedy 

Sometimes you just have to ask a stupid question.  

For years now, Jaccob Slavin has been one of the most 
effective defensemen in the NHL, just not in the rugged, 
punishing way that blueliners of yesteryear were. In fact, last 
season he became the first defenseman in nearly a decade 
to win the Lady Byng Trophy for gentlemanly conduct and 
sportsmanship. But I had to ask: Doesn’t he ever want to just 
smack an opponent in the face?  

With a laugh, Slavin demurred. “Thankfully, God blessed me 
with a pretty mild temper,” he said. “If it was up to my wife, I’d 
be more feisty on the ice, but I’ve always been a pretty mild-
tempered guy. Angry isn’t really in my vocabulary. It takes a 
lot to want to punch somebody.”  

Growing up in a Colorado household with four other siblings 
– all of whom played sports – Slavin, who turns 28 on May 1, 
probably had plenty of moments that would have inspired 
violence in others. But with the patience of Job, he resisted.  

“Yeah, I was always the one that kept everybody in line,” 
Slavin said. “Never a dull moment. It was always competitive, 
whether it was mini-hockey or who got the biggest cookie. 
Definitely a lot of sports, definitely a lot of household damage 
from everyone running around.”  

Now that everyone’s grown up, ranging in age from 32 to 17, 
the Slavins have even more fun with each other. A Stanley 
Cup party back in Erie, Colo., would be pretty great if the 
Hurricanes go all the way this year. And that is certainly on 
the table.  

Heading into the season, you would’ve been forgiven for 
doubting the Hurricanes a bit. True, Carolina won its division 
last season, but after losing defenseman Dougie Hamilton to 
New Jersey via free agency, the Canes were without one of 
their top scorers and minute-munchers.  

Despite the loss of Hamilton, Carolina has been the best 
defensive team in the NHL, surrendering fewer goals per 
game than anyone else (hat tip to starting goalie Frederik 
Andersen, too, of course). Contributions from newcomers 
have helped. Ian Cole, already a two-time Cup winner from 
his Pittsburgh days, brought loads of experience and 
penalty-killing acumen. Ethan Bear has defended well after 
falling out of favor in Edmonton, and Tony DeAngelo – paired 
with Slavin for most of the season – has been a catalyst from 
the blueline, putting up nearly a point per game for Carolina.  

At the center of it all is Slavin, who leads the team in average 
ice time by nearly two minutes per game and is having the 
best offensive campaign of his seven-year NHL career. Not 
bad for a guy who is actually known more for keeping enemy 
forwards off the scoresheet.  

“He brings a lot to our team, and I’m talking about all aspects 
of the game, especially defensively,” said assistant coach 
Tim Gleason. “He has a quick 1-2-3 step that he can recover 
on or beat guys to pucks on. He has one of the better sticks 
I’ve seen in a long time, his skating is a huge part of his 
game, and he’s a quiet leader. But at times he’s vocal, which 
helps. You can throw him out at any time of the game and 
he’ll be relied upon in that situation.”  

Gleason, who grew up in Michigan, sees a lot of Detroit Red 
Wings legend Nicklas Lidstrom in Slavin – a defenseman 
who isn’t physical but is always there, using his stick and 
body positioning to make the right play.  

“Obviously Lidstrom’s a Hall of Famer, but there’s a 
comparison there for sure,” Gleason said. “I throw him in that 
category because he’s that good all-around. He knocks down 
so many pucks, especially on the penalty kill. And the good 
part about it is that he brings it every single day, and that’s 
what being a pro is all about.”  

While he’s now an imposing 6-foot-3 and 207 pounds, Slavin 
was never the biggest kid on the ice growing up in Colorado, 
so he would use stickwork to defend instead of physicality. 
As for his defensive bent, Slavin always preferred that side of 
the game, even though he put up big numbers as a teen 
before heading off to the USHL’s Chicago Steel and led 
Colorado College in scoring as a freshman after that. But 
even that was circumstantial.  

While it seems wild now, Slavin wasn’t the most highly 
regarded player among his 1994 birth year cohort in what 
was seen as a strong Colorado class back in the day, so he 
didn’t make the Colorado Thunderbirds U-18 team like his 
buddies did. Instead, he became a go-to player for the 
program’s U-16 squad, naturally allowing him to open things 
up on the scoreboard on a regular basis. As for Colorado 
College, the Tigers gave him plenty of offensive opportunities 
because they needed him, winning just seven games that 
year. Either way, defense always came first in his mind. “I 
don’t think offense will ever come at the expense of 
sacrificing my defensive mindset,” Slavin said. “There are 
times in a game when I could be more aggressive 
offensively, but I know it would put me in a bad position 
defensively.”  

Playing with a former wild card in the offensively excellent 
DeAngelo has allowed Slavin to get more points while still 
maintaining his personal stance on defense.  
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“It’s our first year together, and we weren’t even together at 
the start so it’s still fresh, but he plays hard and he works 
hard defensively,” Slavin said. “The better defense you play, 
the more offensive opportunities you’re going to get. 
Hopefully the points keep rolling in, but it’s easy to get those 
points when your forwards are scoring, that’s why you see 
the inflation this year.”  

Gleason sees the perfect combo in the pairing. “They have 
done some solid partner work,” he said. “ ‘Slavo’ can cover 
for Tony when he’s up in the play, so those two complement 
each other very well.”  

So if defense is the key to Slavin’s success and he’s not 
running people through the boards, then how does he do it? 
The traditional answer among NHLers is always “take away 
time and space” from the puckhandler and, shockingly, that’s 
exactly what Slavin tries to do. But at least he was kind 
enough to elaborate.  

“The easy answer is to say ‘take away time and space,’ ” he 
said. “Going up against the best guys in the world, they need 
hardly any time to make plays, so that’s huge. But beyond 
that, positioning is really important, making sure you’re not 
out of position and making sure you have a good gap. I’ve 
never been a physical guy, so I’ve really relied a lot in my 
career on stickwork, taking away passing lanes, getting stick-
on-puck, that’s been my bread and butter, and it helps take 
away that time and space.”  

Gleason would love to see Slavin crush the odd opponent, 
and on the rare occasion when it does happen, the 
Hurricanes’ bench erupts. Yet even in those situations, 
Slavin is only making the hit because the opponent has put 
himself in a bad position, not because he wants to rain 

vengeance upon his head. “It’s interesting,” Gleason said. “I 
don’t know if he gets mad, he’s a human being, so he gets 
frustrated here and there, but that’s one of his strong points. 
You don’t necessarily notice when he’s frustrated. He never 
goes overboard, he’s always the same.”  

If Carolina can continue to get that consistency through the 
playoffs, the Hurricanes will have a good chance of nabbing 
the franchise’s second Stanley Cup. With defense, 
goaltending and a forward corps that has bought into their 
defensive responsibilities, while being led by the likes of 
Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen, 
the team possesses all the winning elements needed, plus a 
motivational master in coach Rod Brind’Amour.  

This current generation of Canes may have come to 
prominence with the Justin Williams-led Storm Surges and 
the ‘Bunch of Jerks’ rallying cry, but the real fun would come 
with a championship, and that’s where the internal spotlight 
is.  

“‘Roddy’ does a great job creating a culture that is pretty 
contagious,” Slavin said. “Do whatever it takes and make 
sure guys bring their best every day. It’s a grind, but the 
group in the room is tight and there are no outliers. We all 
have the mindset this year that we have a group that can get 
it done and be the last one standing at the end. Everyone’s 
mindset is focused on that.”  

If Carolina is going to go all the way, passing chalk favorites 
such as Colorado, Tampa Bay and Florida, Slavin will be 
integral to the effort. He may not show it and he may not 
shout it, but he’s going to bring the same elite effort every 
night – even if his style of game doesn’t smack you in the 
face.
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First-Round Preview: Special Teams 

The Canes’ bring a league-best penalty kill into the playoffs, 
by far the strongest special teams unit in their opening series 
against the Bruins.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The playoffs are here, and the Canes are playing the Bruins 
in the postseason for the third time in the last four years.  

Over the next couple of days, we’ll take a look at how the 
Hurricanes and Bruins matchup on the ice as we get ready 
for a first-round series.  

Today we are looking at the special teams units: 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Overview 

It’s a bit of a mixed bag for the Hurricanes on special teams, 
as the Canes boast the league’s best penalty kill unit but 
have struggled at times on the power play.  

The PK has been an unstoppable force, finishing the year 
with a 88 PK% after allowing just 33 power-play goals 
against despite being shorthanded the second-most times of 
any team in the NHL.  

At an even 88% kill rate, the 2021-22 Hurricanes had the 
eighth-best mark in NHL history dating back to 1977-78. It’s 
also the best PK season since the New Jersey Devils set the 
NHL record at 89.6% back in 2011-12.  

However on the power play, the Hurricanes finished the 
regular season with 13th-best PP in the NHL at 22%. At 
times, the Canes’ power play was really good. At other times, 
particularly late in the season, the Hurricanes power play 
struggled to do too much of anything.  

In the month of April, the Hurricanes’ power play went just 3 
for 34 for a PP% of just 9%.  

Power Play 

The Hurricanes’ power play is a tough nut to crack.  

There have been times where it has been good. There have 
been times where it’s been bad. A month-by-month 
breakdown of the power play: 

Power Play 

Month PPG PPO PP% 

October 9 32 28 

November 4 38 11 

Month PPG PPO PP% 

December 10 24 42 

January 8 30 27 

February 8 31 26 

March 9 43 21 

April 3 34 9 

Power Play  

The Canes’ top unit, when healthy, has been pretty 
consistent all year: Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov with Tony DeAngelo QBing 
the group.  

The second unit has had some more turnover, with Jaccob 
Slavin mainly leading the way. Martin Necas, Nino 
Niederreiter, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Seth Jarvis, and recently 
Max Domi, have spent time playing on the second unit.  

Teravainen has a team-high 31 points on the power play and 
22 assists, while Aho’s 13 goals with the man advantage are 
a team best.  

DeAngelo has obviously been the big mover of things on the 
power play, as he’s come in and done a nice job of leading 
the first unit with his strong offensive skill set. When the 
Canes have been good on the power play, it has been when 
the puck is moving well and often through DeAngelo at the 
top.  

The second unit hasn’t put up huge numbers, but that group 
has actually been a bit more consistent in terms of getting 
good chances over the last month or so.  

The possession metrics have been pretty good for the Canes 
on the power play. Their Corsi For % of 86.71 is ninth in the 
league, and they are also ninth in percentage of shots for.  

But while the possession and shots alone have been good, 
they haven’t quite been creating chances at that same level. 
The Canes rank 11th in Scoring Chances For % on the 
power play, and they come in at 15th in expected goals.  

All that to say, the Hurricanes still have the potential to be a 
dangerous power play team if they can just put it together. 
The talent on the top unit is substantial, and they’ve had 
periods, like in December, where they have been deadly with 
the extra skater.  
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Whether or not the Canes can put it together on the power 
play in the postseason will go a long way in determining just 
how far Carolina can get.  

Penalty Kill 

When the Hurricanes go to the penalty box, which happens 
quite a bit, it’s more of a power kill than anything for Carolina.  

The penalty kill has been unbelievable for the Hurricanes all 
season, stifling most power plays that go against them. At 
any 88% kill rate the Canes have the best PK in the league 
by about three full percentage points, as they’ve allowed just 
33 power-play goals against in 276 times shorthanded.  

The Hurricanes dominance on the penalty kill is pretty 
impressive. They rank first or second in the NHL in CF%, 
xGF% and SCF% while down a man.  

It’s been the usual guys taking the load of penalty kill work 
for the Hurricanes. Brett Pesce, Slavin, Brady Skjei and Ian 
Cole lead in TOI as defensemen, while Jordan Staal, as 
always, leads among the forwards. Aho has been the 
second-busiest penalty killer among the forwards.  

The Hurricanes don’t allow anything from really anywhere on 
the penalty kill, and it’s been mighty impressive.  

And not to be forgotten, they do say that your goaltenders 
are your most important penalty killers. Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta have obviously been fantastic this season, 
and while health is a concern heading into the playoffs, that’s 
still a strength.  

The biggest issue about the Hurricanes’ penalty kill has been 
the frequency in which it has been needed.  

At 276 times shorthanded, the Canes are behind only the 
Nashville Predators. The Canes had no penalty free games 
in the regular season and had just six games with only one 
penalty.  

Still, the penalty kill has been so good that it hasn’t really 
mattered all that much.  

Boston Bruins 

Overview 

Special teams haven’t necessarily been a huge strength of 
the Bruins this season, as Boston ranks 15th in the NHL on 
the power play and ninth in the league on the penalty kill.  

With a 21.2 PP%, this is the worst power play for the Bruins 
since 2015-16. The penalty kill has been stellar for the Bs, 
though it finished the season with just a 72 PK% during the 
last 10 games of the season. On the whole, Boston is at 
81.3% for the season.  

Power Play 

The top unit for the Bruins this year has been the “perfection 
line” of David Pastrnak, Brad Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron along with Taylor Hall and QB Charlie McAvoy.  

That group has been good, with Pastrnak at a team-high 15 
power-play goals with Bergeron (8), Marchand (7) and Hall 
(7) the next three on the team. Marchand’s 20 power-play 
assists are a team high, while McAvoy sits at 17.  

But apart from that top PP group, the Bruins have just nine 
goals with the man advantage from PP2 all season. Charlie 
Coyle, Jake DeBrusk, Erik Haula are the main guys on the 
second group.  

The pure numbers aren’t great on the Bruins’ power play, but 
the metrics are really bad.  

With an 84.57 CF% on the power play, Boston ranks 24th in 
the NHL. The Bruins’ xGF% on the man advantage is 26th in 
the NHL at 85.79, while they are 11th in scoring chances for 
and 25th in SCF%.  

The power play hasn’t been a strength of Boston’s by any 
means. The Bruins rank pretty much middle of the league in 
most standard statistics, and among playoff teams they are 
among the worst.  

Penalty Kill 

The penalty kill is better for the Bruins, as they sit at ninth in 
the NHL in PK%.  

The Bruins take a lot of penalties, the fifth-most in the NHL, 
and they’ve been able to kill them off pretty efficiently all 
season long.  

Derek Forbert and Brandon Carlo have done the heavy lifting 
on the penalty kill this year, while Tomas Nosek, Bergeron 
and Marchand are the forwards who feature most.  

They do a good job of limiting opportunities in the dangerous 
spots on the ice. It’s a good penalty kill unit, though not a 
complete shutdown group like the one coming off Carolina’s 
bench.  

The Matchup 

This is an evergreen statement, but special teams will play 
an interesting, important role in this first-round series.  

On paper, the power play units shouldn’t expect to have a 
ton of success. Both penalty kills are much better than their 
respective power plays, so goals with the man advantage will 
be harder to come by and that much more important.  

When you look at the matchup, it seems like it’s advantage 
Hurricanes when someone is in the penalty box.  

The Canes’ PK is going to be the best no matter which team 
it’s playing, but against a so-so power play of the Bruins it 
should have plenty of success.  

On the other end, Carolina’s power play hasn’t been entirely 
consistent, but it’s been mostly better than the Bruins, who 
have a significantly worse penalty kill than the Canes.
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Wolves rack up records in Rockford 

Poturalski hits 101 points, Noesen reaches 48 goals and 
Chicago earns 50th win  

Stefan Noesen scored his 47th and 48th goals and Andrew 
Poturalski became the first AHL player in 12 seasons to 
reach the 100-point mark as the Chicago Wolves earned a 3-
2 victory at Rockford in Saturday’s regular-season finale. 

Forward Stelio Mattheos also scored for the Wolves (50-16-
5-5), who fired a season-high 54 shots while achieving a 
variety of milestones and sending a message to the team 
that could be their opponent in the Central Division 
Semifinals of the Calder Cup Playoffs. 

The Wolves finished with a franchise-record .724 points 
percentage and claimed the Macgregor Kilpatrick Trophy that 
goes the AHL’s team with the best record. That also means 
the Wolves will have home-ice advantage for every series 
during the postseason. 

With his pair of goals, Noesen clinched the Willie Marshall 
Award that goes the AHL’s leading goal-scorer. His 48 
markers are the most in the league since 2009-10 as he 
finished eight goals ahead of Ontario’s Martin Frk. 

Poturalski, the Wolves captain, handed out two assists to 
finish the season with 101 points. He became the 100th 
player in AHL history — and the first since 2009-10 — to 
eclipse the 100-point mark and secured the John B. 
Sollenberger Trophy that goes to the league’s top point-
producer. Poturalski becomes the first player since 
Philadelphia’s Peter White in 1998 to pace the AHL in 
scoring in back-to-back seasons. 

Goaltender Alex Lyon (18-7-3) stopped 23 of 25 shots to 
ensure the Wolves finished as the AHL champion in fewest 
goals allowed at 2.55 per game. It’s the first time in the 
organization’s 28-season history that the Wolves have won 
the GAA title. 

The Wolves also reached the 50-win mark for the fourth time 
in franchise annals. Each of the previous three times — 
1997-98, 1999-2000 and 2007-08 — the Wolves went on to 
capture the league championship. 

Poturalski reached the 100-point milestone when he set up 
Noesen’s opening goal 10:51 into the game. CJ Smith 
winged a pass from the left half-wall that Noesen tipped 
toward Poturalski at the top of the right circle. Poturalski 
spun and steered a pass toward Noesen breaking to the top 
of the crease and Noesen redirected it home for his league-
leading 47th goal. As soon as Noesen saw the puck in the 
net, he rushed to grab it and present it to Poturalski as they 
hugged in the slot with their teammates. 

The Wolves increased their lead to 2-0 at 13:03 of the first as 
Kyle Marino forced a turnover on the forecheck deep in the 
Rockford zone. Jamieson Rees put a shot on net and 
Mattheos cleaned up the rebound. 

Chicago outshot Rockford 23-4 in the opening period and 
continued to pile up the shots in the second period, but the 
IceHogs (37-30-4-1) pulled within 2-1 at 15:21 of the second 
as defenseman Isaak Phillips finished Lukas Reichel’s 
centering pass. 

The Wolves reclaimed a two-goal lead at 1:41 of the third as 
Poturalski helped set up Noesen’s 48th of the year. With 
Chicago enjoying a power-play opportunity, Poturalski spun 
a backhand down to Jack Drury in the left faceoff circle. 
Drury spied Noesen just outside the crease and whistled a 
pass that Noesen chipped home for the 3-1 lead. 

Rockford pulled goaltender Cale Morris (2-4-0) in the final 90 
seconds to bring on an extra attacker. That enabled the 
IceHogs to cut the lead to 3-2 on Michel Teply’s goal with 53 
seconds to go. Morris finished with 51 saves. 

The Wolves own a first-round bye in the Calder Cup Playoffs 
and they’ll face the winner of the best-of-3 series between 
the fourth-seeded IceHogs and fifth-seeded Texas Stars. 
Rockford will host all three games on May 4, 6 and 7 (if 
necessary). 

Then the Wolves will have home-ice advantage for the 
Central Division Semifinals and have one confirmed home 
date for that best-of-5 series: 7 p.m., Saturday, May 14 at 
Allstate Arena. To ensure your Calder Cup Playoffs tickets, 
visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/canes-surge-into-playoffs-as-a-model-of-consistency/c-333521572 
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Hurricanes ‘rolled the dice’ on goalies. Are they better off this year than 
last? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes began the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs with two 
veteran goalies and a rookie. 

The Canes will begin the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs with two veteran 
goalies and a rookie. 

The difference: None of the goalies is the same. And the Canes believe 
this year’s threesome — Frederik Andersen, Antti Raanta and rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov — gives them a better chance of winning the Stanley 
Cup, even if Andersen misses the start of the playoffs with an injury. 

Don Waddell, the Canes president and general manager, faced 
considerable backlash after last season when he let Petr Mrazek and 
James Reimer leave in free agency and traded rookie Alex Nedeljkovic to 
Detroit. Mrazek, a fiery type, had been a part of three consecutive playoff 
teams and Nedeljkovic was a finalist for the 2021 Calder Trophy as NHL 
rookie of the year. 

“I was probably the most unpopular guy in the community when we got 
rid of our goalies,” Waddell said at a Friday news conference. 

Even Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour might have had a few less-than-
kind words for his boss. 

“But we did all right, right?” Brind’Amour said Friday. 

Andersen and Raanta combined to win the 2022 William M. Jennings 
Memorial Trophy presented annually to the goaltenders who played at 
least 25 games for the team that allowed the fewest goals in the regular 
season. 

It’s a team award, in a sense. The Canes allowed a league-low 202 goals 
this season. But the trophy goes to Andersen and Raanta, the first 
goalies in franchise history to earn it. 

“We rolled the dice on the goaltenders and I think it worked out pretty 
well,” Waddell said. “We’ve had solid goaltending all season.” 

The Hurricanes did some crowing about it Friday on social media. The 
team’s Twitter account noted a story by theScore, a sports website, from 
last year that said the signing of Andersen and Raanta carried too much 
risk, in that both had been injury-prone in their careers and were “years 
removed from their best work.” 

Tweeted the Canes: “People don’t forget.” 

But Andersen’s injury is still worrisome. The Denmark native, who has 
won 35 games and has a 2.17 goals-against average, left the April 16 
game at Colorado and the Vezina Trophy candidate has not seen 
competition since. 

“But we’re very confident in the other guys who are here that they can 
provide us what we need. We’ll just see how things roll, and see Freddie 
whenever he takes the ice, and go from there.” 

Raanta should start Game 1 of the opening-round series. Brind’Amour 
said Andersen would not play until going through a practice — one was 
scheduled Saturday morning at PNC Arena. 

“If he’s ready to go, that’s on the table for sure,” Brind’Amour said of 
Andersen. 

Andersen has been in 53 career playoff games, helping the Anaheim 
Ducks reach the Western Conference final in 2015. His 25 playoff games 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs were spread over four seasons and 
included three first-round losses, once to Washington and twice to 
Boston. 

Raanta has five games of playoff experience with the Rangers and 
Coyotes. Kochetkov, 22, has roughly two and half games of NHL 
experience since his emergency callup from Chicago of the AHL, albeit 
all three wins. 

Nedeljkovic was the starter when the Canes opened the 2021 playoffs 
against the Nashville Predators, getting a shutout in Game 2. He started 
all six games in the opening-round series as Carolina won 4-2. Canes 
fans were chanting his name. 

Then came Tampa Bay. 
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A soft goal allowed by Nedeljkovic was demoralizing in a 2-1 loss in 
Game 1, and the Lightning took the series in five games. Nedeljkovic 
played nine of the 11 playoff games last year, finishing with a 2.17 GAA, 
and Mrazek played in two. 

An X-factor for the Canes this year might be Kochetkov, especially if 
Raanta has a flareup of the lower-body injury — he called it a “little 
tweak” — that forced him out of the April 24 game against the New York 
Islanders. There is no “book” on Kochetkov, who came to Chicago from 
the KHL, other than his 15 games with the Wolves and his three wins for 
the Canes, when he faced 61 shots and allowed six goals. 

“He looks like he’s been with us all year,” Raanta said Thursday. “You 
could see he has that fire in him and that battle level when the game 
starts. You can see his confidence is really high.” 

News Observer LOADED: 05.01.2022 
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Hurricanes learned hard lessons from playoff elimination. Then, their plan 
came together 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

The postmortem after the Carolina Hurricanes’ elimination at the hands 
of the Tampa Bay Lightning some 10½ months ago was stark and 
unsparing. The Hurricanes were tested and found wanting on several 
fronts. Their inadequacies were all too exposed, the gap between 
themselves and the NHL elite all too apparent. 

There were times, even, during the first-round series against the 
Nashville Predators that the Hurricanes looked like they were on the 
verge of coming undone. Jaccob Slavin’s injury — not that he’s ever 
replaceable — exposed a near-fatal lack of defensive depth. Fans 
cheered Alex Nedeljkovic in goal, but players and coaches clenched their 
teeth at times, especially the completely unacceptable game-winner in 
Game 1 of the Tampa series that left the Hurricanes playing from behind. 

Over the next three months, the Hurricanes underwent significant, and 
sometimes unpopular, changes that saw favorites like Nedeljkovic, Peter 
Mrazek, Brock McGinn and Warren Foegele moved out, Dougie Hamilton 
allowed to leave and a general turning-over of nearly every corner of the 
roster. 

After 82 games and the best season in franchise history, it’s safe to say 
the plan came together. This is a different team than it was at this point a 
year ago: deeper, more confident, not without its flaws but possessed of 
uncommon resilience and explosiveness — its strengths reinforced, its 
weaknesses largely addressed. 

“Where we really excelled, in my opinion, was the depth part of it,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “When we had injuries, when 
we had holes to fill, we didn’t miss a beat.” 

All of the changes the Hurricanes made last summer were designed to 
get them to just this point: Not merely into the playoffs, but far better 
equipped to handle the rigors and challenges ahead, on nearly every 
front. 

Goaltending? Not only did Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta deliver a 
substantial improvement on their predecessors, they won the Jennings 
Trophy for the fewest team goals allowed for the first time in franchise 
history. And even with Andersen’s status for the first-round in doubt, 
there’s complete confidence in Raanta to handle the load, with late-
season rookie phenom Pyotr Kochetkov already battle-tested and waiting 
in the wings. 

“I was probably the most unpopular guy in the community when we got 
rid of our goalies,” Hurricanes general manager Don Waddell said. “We 

obviously had talked about it. We knew there were four or five guys 
available in free agency and a couple more through trades. Our goalies 
two years ago, not last year, two years ago were good but when we got 
into the playoffs we just felt that we needed to be better. That’s why we 
rolled the dice.” 

And on what’s primarily a young team that’s quickly gaining postseason 
experience, the addition of seasoned players like Derek Stepan, Smith 
and Cole can only be a stabilizing force in a room that’s relied heavily on 
Jordan Staal and Jordan Martinook for energy and counsel in past playoff 
runs — probably the next best thing to another Justin Williams cameo 
comeback. And he may be young, but no one on the roster went deeper 
into the playoffs than Jesperi Kotkaniemi, who went to the Stanley Cup 
final with the Montreal Canadiens last year. 

If the Hurricanes didn’t do much at the trade deadline, again — adding 
only a depth forward in Max Domi amid tight salary-cap constraints — it’s 
partly because they did their work not in March, but in July and August. 
The team’s success this winter and its promise this spring were both born 
last summer, the result of introspection in the wake of frustration, an 
honest appraisal of who needed to go and what needed to improve to not 
only get back to that point, but beyond. 

And then they went out and did it. 
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SUNDAY HOCKEY NOTES 

Taking a closer look at the NHL’s 16 playoff teams 

 

By Matt Porter  

 

It’s playoff time, the world is in bloom, and we’ve got questions and takes 
on every team that’s left standing. In alphabetical order: 

Boston — We know the Bruins will defend, and we’re willing to assume 
that injuries and lineup changes have contributed to spotty play down the 
stretch. But will they get the secondary scoring? More specifically, can 
Taylor Hall be a series-changer? 

The 2017-18 league MVP had a bounce-back season, driving the second 
line in David Pastrnak’s absence. Hall led the Bruins in even-strength 
assists (33), earning one of them last Tuesday against Florida by curling 
until Radko Gudas overcommitted to a hip check, then finding a cutting 
Pastrnak. Hall also scored after swiping away a puck in the neutral zone, 
taking a Pastrnak pass, and rifling one from the high slot. 

Both of those strikes came off the rush, where Hall is one of the league’s 
more dangerous players. Playoff-committed defenses typically stifle the 
rush game. Hall, Pastrnak, and Erik Haula have to show they can be 
more than a one-and-done line in the offensive zone. 

The Bruins should be able to wear out opponents in the offensive zone 
with the lines centered by Patrice Bergeron and Charlie Coyle. The 
defense looks eight deep. Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman are 
playoff newbies, but they didn’t drag the Bruins here. 

Roadblocks are ahead. As expected, Florida, Toronto, Tampa Bay, and 
Carolina all look Cup-worthy. 

Carolina — Will the Hurricanes need Pyotr Kochetkov in net? Rookie 
goaltenders have made Carolina’s dreams come true (Cam Ward, 2006 
Stanley Cup champion) and hung in there during playoff losses to much 
better teams (Alex Nedeljkovic vs. the 2020-21 Lightning). Rod 
Brind’Amour has played multiple netminders in each of his three 
postseasons as coach, but he probably didn’t want to do it again this 
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spring, given how Vezina Trophy candidate Frederik Andersen was 
playing. 

Kochetkov, brought over from the KHL in February, is the starter until 
Andersen returns, the oft-injured Antti Raanta serving as the backup. 
Scouting report: athletic, but shoot high. 

Calgary — The Flames have one of the league’s best defenses, and 
became the second team since 1995-96 (Tampa Bay, 2018-19) with 
three 40-goal scorers (Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm, Matthew 
Tkachuk). Looming question: What does this playoff run mean for 
Gaudreau’s future? He went off for 115 points in a contract year. But 
compared to his NHL peers, he’s got a body like a teenage skateboarder, 
and his perimeter game hasn’t quite translated to the postseason. A 
monster playoff performance could put him north of $9 million on the 
open market. Tough calls ahead for Calgary, which also has to sign RFA 
Tkachuk and 35-goal scorer Andrew Mangiapane. 

Colorado — Because this was the highest-scoring NHL season since Joe 
Sakic was snapping ‘em up top, we’re throwing it back to 1996. Our 
Stanley Cup pick is Colorado over Florida. It won’t be a sweep — we’re 
thinking six games — but Josh Manson will play the role of Uwe Krupp, 
scoring the series-winning goal from the point. In regulation. 

Dallas — Who else will score besides the top line? Roope Hintz (37 
goals), Jason Robertson (40 goals), and the ageless Joe Pavelski (81 
points at age 37) have been one of the best trios in hockey. No one else 
hit 50 points. The Stars scored the fewest goals of any playoff team. 
More concern: Their regulation win total (30) was by far the fewest of the 
final 16 teams. 

Edmonton — Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl play here, but the 
defense and goaltending have been shaky. Only Toronto, which can 
outscore most anyone, allowed more goals among playoff teams. The 
Oilers will get past the Kings in Round 1, but a second-round Battle of 
Alberta might not go their way. 

Florida — An offense so good it made some teams quit in the regular 
season. The Panthers added backline beef at the deadline (Ben Chiarot 
and Robert Hagg), but if Aaron Ekblad isn’t healthy enough to carry his 
usual workload, are they good enough on D? It’s easy to see Joe 
Thornton and Claude Giroux lifting the Cup for the first time if the Cats 
get Sergei Bobrovsky’s best. If not … 

Los Angeles — A feel-good team ahead of schedule, though the Kings 
won’t be long for the playoffs. Phillip Danault has stabilized them down 
the middle, chipping in 50-plus points. Jonathan Quick, 36, turned back 
the clock. Incredible they got this far with that defense. Drew Doughty 
hasn’t played since March 7. Sean Walker was lost in October. Alex 
Edler missed three months in the middle of the season. Three guys who 
log a ton of minutes. 

Minnesota — Kirill Kaprizov in playoff mode is always fun. The Wild need 
good times before their cap situation becomes awful (the Zach Parise 
and Ryan Suter buyouts will cost $12.7 million, $14.7 million, and $14.7 
million the next three years). 

Nashville — Juuse Saros dragged the Predators to last year’s 
postseason, and was great again this year. But they had two 40-goal 
scorers (Matt Duchene and Filip Forsberg), and Roman Josi knocked on 
the door of 100 points. The rest of the offense is so-so, but if Saros is 
hot, they could take a round or two. 

New York Rangers — Can they hang five on five with the rest of the 
best? Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin, and Adam Fox can slice up teams 
on the power play, and Igor Shesterkin might be a runaway Vezina 
winner. But the Rangers can get confused in coverage. On some nights, 
big blue liner K’Andre Miller looks like a rising star. He can also look like 
a liability. 

Pittsburgh — The Penguins don’t turn it over, they defend well, and 
finishing has been a struggle at times. Not playing their best entering the 
postseason. If Tristan Jarry comes back and plays like he did earlier this 
season, they can make it a round or two. 

St. Louis — A killer power play and multiple waves of attack, but not quite 
the firepower of a Colorado or Calgary. The Blues finished hot, but so did 
Minnesota, their Round 1 opponent. 

Tampa Bay — In the final weeks of the season, the Lightning answered 
some of their critics who wondered if the team was tired, hammering 
Florida (8-4) and Toronto (8-1). The three-peat seekers had an 
adjustment period, bringing in Brandon Hagel (Chicago) and Nick Paul 
(Ottawa) at the deadline. They may not have the offensive depth of the 
last couple seasons, but the star power remains strong. 

Toronto — Can 60-goal-scorer Auston Matthews take over the series? 
He may not have to. This is a different Leafs team — i.e., they forecheck 
now, rather than create offense off the rush. If Jake Muzzin is healthy, 
the defense looks capable. Mark Giordano was one of the best additions 
of any team at the deadline; he’s got lots left. 

Washington — No one enjoys playing the Capitals, given the way Tom 
Wilson, Lars Eller, Dmitry Orlov, and Co. can knock opponents out of a 
series. Can’t see the goaltending holding up for very long against the 
Panthers. 

PLENTY TO GO AROUND 

Some leftovers on Lindholm 

Left on the cutting-room floor after writing a feature on Hampus Lindholm: 

▪ Lindholm and new partner Charlie McAvoy were the top defense 
prospects for their teams, started their careers paired with Cup-winning 
old salts (Francois Beauchemin and Zdeno Chara, respectively), and 
have complementary skill sets. 

They also have this in common: McAvoy’s older sister, Kayla, is a 
strength staff intern with the Rangers. Lindholm’s younger sister, Malin, is 
a marketing intern with the Ducks. The latter played soccer at Long 
Beach State. 

▪ Swedes and Finns typically love ripping on each other. But Lindholm 
has respect. In Anaheim, he broke in with the retiring Teemu Selanne. 
Lindholm’s NHL debut came in Selanne’s farewell game in Winnipeg. 

“Every time he touched the puck,” Lindholm recalled, “the whole building 
started screaming. The night before, we got to the hotel at 1 in the 
morning, there were hundreds of people waiting outside and singing his 
name. He’d stay and sign for everyone.” 

▪ At the 2012 scouting combine in Toronto, Lindholm’s conditioning 
turned heads. On the VO2 max test — the all-out bike sprint — he lasted 
a minute longer than any other prospect, one of the longest times (14 
minutes 40 seconds) since the NHL began the combine in 1994. 

“If hockey doesn’t work out,” TSN broadcaster Gord Miller said after 
Lindholm was drafted, “he can always go in the Tour de France.” 

▪ The Ducks offered Lindholm (who signed for eight years and $52 million 
after being traded to the Bruins) more money and less term. Several 
teams wanted Lindholm for the playoff push — Florida, St. Louis, 
Calgary, Carolina, the Rangers were interested — but Boston had been 
on him for years. Lindholm made it clear this was his top choice. If top 
prospects Fabian Lysell and Mason Lohrei pan out, general manager 
Don Sweeney won’t miss the draft picks he surrendered (2022 first, 
seconds in 2023 and ‘24). 

▪ Lindholm’s agent is Claude Lemieux, who has an on-ice history with 
Bruins president Cam Neely. “I have not seen him in years,” Neely wrote 
in an e-mail. Lemieux didn’t return a call for the story. 

ETC. 

Jönsson living the Swede life 

Kenny Jönsson was one of the more underappreciated defensemen in 
the NHL during his days as Islanders captain. As Scott Stevens was 
flatlining forwards in Newark and Brian Leetch was racking up points in 
Manhattan, Jönsson was playing a quiet, effective game in Nassau. 
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“I really appreciate hockey that way,” said Jönsson, who reinforced those 
two-way principles while coaching a teenage Hampus Lindholm in 
Sweden. “You don’t have to make a big hit, but you get a stop, win the 
puck, make a great breakout pass and away you go.” 

Jönsson became a national hero for the golden Swedes of 2006, when 
he was named Olympic defensive MVP despite playing that year in the 
second-division Allsvenskan. Today, the 47-year-old Jönsson is still 
celebrated back home. 

He is a volunteer firefighter in Ängelholm in southern Sweden. He and 
four teammates are on duty one week a month. If their phones buzz, they 
must be ready within six minutes. 

By Jönsson’s count, he lives 90 seconds from the fire station. 

“I have mixed feelings,” he said. “You don’t want anything to happen, but 
you want to help. When it’s time for me to work, somebody might be 
getting injured. You don’t want to see that. It’s like hockey. We are five 
guys, going out to win by saving somebody. We have a plan, we practice, 
get that team feeling. 

“It gives me a great kick compared to hockey. Sometimes you’re playing 
and you think it’s life and death. I lost Game 7 a couple times, and you 
think the whole world dies. What I’m doing today is actually life and 
death.” 

It can be difficult work, to say the least. Jönsson is thankful the 
community provides mental health support after incidents, including 
group sessions, individual therapy, and leaves of absence. 

Retirement life is otherwise carefree for Jönsson. He runs a car wash 
with his father. He is a cherished alum of the local pro team, Rögle, 
which finished first in the SHL and lost in the semifinals. He attends 
games but always leaves two minutes early to beat the traffic. 

“Up by a goal, down by a goal, I’m still leaving,” he said. “I’m listening to 
the last two minutes on the radio.” 

Besides, his local celebrity status means it takes him longer to get 
around. His girlfriend can shop for groceries in 15 minutes. Jönsson 
needs about 45. 

“I say hi to everyone who’s looking at me,” he said. “I have the time for it.” 

Recently, he said, an 87-year-old woman got his attention with a 
pleasant, “Oh, Kenny! You guys were really good yesterday.” 

They were really good, he corrected her. 

“She said, ‘You were really terrific, Kenny, you played well,’ ” Jönsson 
recalled. “I said, ‘Yes, I played really well.’ 

“I didn’t tell her it was 12 years ago that I retired. Now when she goes 
home, she’ll say, ‘Kenny, he’s so polite.’ It took one minute of my life. It 
might have made her day, or her week.” 

Bergeron thinks a good game 

Everyone knows that David Pastrnak is trigger-happy. He was on track to 
finish in the top five in shots (fifth, 312 as of Friday) for the second time in 
three years. 

Patrice Bergeron isn’t known as a gunner, but he averaged 4.01 shots 
per game, a career high. 

Bergeron likes his turnaround one-timers from the slot. He also takes a 
lot of long shots from the blue line, a seemingly low-percentage play. But 
it works when you have chemistry like Bergeron and Brad Marchand. 

“When he wants to keep the puck in play, he shoots blocker side,” Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy explained. “He knows March is coming down the 
left wing.” 

In that situation, a goalie would blocker the puck to the corner. That gives 
the Bruins an edge, since defensemen are taught to follow the puck to 
the net. Marchand will happily take possession. 

Bergeron will also shoot glove side from distance, Cassidy noted, early or 
late in a shift, hoping the goalie will freeze it. Bergeron, the league’s top 
faceoff man (61.9 percent) is adept at winning drops on his strong side. 

“There’s lots of reasons to do it,” Marchand said. “Sometimes we make 
too cute of a play or dump it to nobody when we could have had an O-
zone draw. I think it’s an undervalued play and he’s one of the smartest 
players in the league.” 

Loose pucks 

Auston Matthews became the first American to score 60 goals, unless 
you count Brett Hull. The Golden Brett, who teamed with velvet-handed 
Adam Oates to score 86 goals for the Blues in 1990-91, hit 70 three 
times in St. Louis. Hull was born in Belleville, Ontario, held dual 
citizenship, and joined Team USA after Canada snubbed him at the 1986 
World Junior Championship. A decade later, he led the 1996 World Cup 
of Hockey in scoring, and had a sellout crowd in Ottawa chanting “traitor” 
during games. He loved it … Buffalo, which went 6-2-0 down the stretch, 
is feeling good entering the summer. Those into schadenfreude will enjoy 
Jack Eichel went 0-1–1 in the final two weeks, as Vegas stunningly fell 
short of the playoffs … Wishing good health for Hurricanes broadcaster 
Tripp Tracy, who is stepping away to address a personal matter. The 
enthusiastic ex-Harvard goalie has been at his post the last 23 years … 
In what might be a first, an active player — Buffalo goalie Malcolm 
Subban, the ex-Bruins draft pick — sang the national anthem before a 
Sabres-Blackhawks game … With Dustin Brown, taken 13th overall by 
Los Angeles in the famed 2003 draft, and Ryan Getzlaf (19th, Anaheim) 
retiring, the Battle of California will never be the same. So, who will be 
the last player standing from the ‘03 class? Bet here is Ryan Suter, who 
had a fine year in Dallas, and has three years left on his deal. The 
Bruins, of course, hope it will be Bergeron. 
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‘I think I can push my game to a different level:’ Hampus Lindholm is 
thinking big with the Bruins 

 

By Matt Porter  

 

Hampus Lindholm may be unfamiliar to those in Boston, so here’s an 
introduction. 

The Bruins call him “Lindy.” Swedish newspapers call him “Hampe.” His 
new coach calls him a “one-man breakout.” 

Lindholm’s combination of size (6 feet 4 inches, 215 pounds), agility, 
intelligence, and passing skills let him create advantages all over the ice. 
The Bruins scouted him for years, hoping that when his contract was up, 
they could find a way to bring him aboard. 

They were dreaming of plays like the one he made April 23 against the 
Rangers. 

In the final minute of a scoreless first period, Lindholm stifled a rush by 
Artemi Panarin, swatting the superstar’s stick and eclipsing his path. As 
Panarin conceded the battle, Lindholm turned up the ice and sent a clean 
outlet pass to Brad Marchand. 

As Lindholm cleared the defensive zone by himself, defense partner 
Charlie McAvoy was moving his feet and licking his chops. 

The Globe's most recent sports headlines delivered to your inbox every 
morning. 

“Charlie’s gone,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. “We’ve got a four on two on 
one play.” 
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McAvoy jumping into the attack put the Rangers in scramble mode. 
Winger Frank Vatrano charged back to help his defensemen, but David 
Pastrnak got open, stick raised for a one-timer. 

“Marchy hits Charlie, he hits Pasta, easy open-net goal,” Cassidy said. 
“That’s the difference Hampus brings.” 

Lindholm earned no assist for that sequence. For a top-pair defenseman, 
his point totals — 227 in 592 games — are not spectacular. But the 
Bruins are not the only NHL team that believes he and McAvoy, both 
signed through 2030, are in the budding stages of a fruitful partnership. 

And it may not be solely because McAvoy, widely considered one of the 
NHL’s best defensemen, is elevating Lindholm’s game. 

“I’m a guy that wants to be known for making guys better,” Lindholm said 
after arriving in Boston in a March 19 trade with Anaheim. “I think any 
team I come to is going to be a better team. I know I’m going to make a 
difference.” 

Lindholm, 28, was a high draft pick (No. 6 overall in 2012) who excelled 
early, before both he and the Ducks took a step back. 

Throughout, his confidence has been a constant. 

Looking for new challenges 

Lindholm is from Scania, the southernmost tip of Sweden. His home, 
Lerberget, is a former fishing village of about 3,000, named for the clay 
hill in town. Lindholm is a big fish who returns in the offseason without a 
ripple. 

“It’s quiet there,” Lindholm said. At his new summer house, he listens to 
the birds while drinking morning coffee on his porch. “Our lifestyle here is 
pretty hectic, lots of games, body gets banged up. It’s super fun, you love 
being here, but it’s nice to recharge.” 

For most of Lindholm’s youth, he was determined to leave. 

Tall, athletic, and a swift skater, Lindholm was a natural fit for defense. 
Soon after he took his first strides at the rink in nearby Jonstorp, he was 
playing with kids two and three years older. Lindholm’s father, Jonas, 
became his team’s assistant coach. 

The son of a funeral director and a senior home nurse (mother Petra), 
Lindholm was respectful of his elders. “It’s easy to forget all the things 
they’ve been through,” he said. “Sometimes you have to sit down and let 
them talk a little bit.” 

When it came to hockey, he had his say. 

As a 17-year-old rookie for Rögle, the local pro team, Lindholm was 
hellbent on making an impression. It didn’t matter that he was a skinny 
kid playing against men, a spare part on the roster. It was his draft 
season (2011-12). 

“He had played a few games, and the team had lost seven or eight in a 
row,” coach Dan Tangnes said. “They interviewed him and said, ‘What do 
you have to say about playing in the big leagues?’ He said something 
like, ‘I don’t know what to say. I’ve been losing since I got here, and I 
hate [expletive] losing.’ ” 

The previous season, Tangnes was coaching the Rögle under-20s, and 
he called up a 16-year-old Lindholm. The new kid asked why he wasn’t 
on the power play. 

Good question, Tangnes told him. Lindholm walked the blue line 
gracefully, but his teammates were better shooting threats. Lindholm 
went out before morning practices, shot 100 extra pucks a day, and 
became a power-play quarterback. 

It had Tangnes asking questions of the Swedish national team: Why 
wasn’t Lindholm on it? 

“I’m never going to argue, because I know how hard it is to make those 
choices,” said Tangnes, who now coaches Swiss powerhouse EV Zug. 

“For me, this was the one case. Come on, guys. You have eight D’s 
better than him?” 

Lindholm joined the U-17s, became a national team fixture, and helped 
Sweden to the 2018 World Championship. 

Lindholm’s obsession with improvement even flustered his mentor, 
former Islanders captain and Rögle legend Kenny Jönsson. 

“He gave me a little headache,” said Jönsson, a Rögle assistant at the 
time. “When they’re learning faster than you can teach, that gives you the 
urgency to help them even more. I had to learn some new things.” 

Rögle had earned promotion to Sweden’s top division. Lindholm’s 
coaches thought he should stay and develop more gradually. The kid had 
made up his mind. 

“He’s a hard-headed [expletive] sometimes,” said Trent Yawney, 
Lindholm’s head coach with AHL Norfolk (2012-13) and defensive 
assistant in Anaheim (2014-18). “A strong personality. A lot of that is 
what makes him good. He’s not afraid of the big stage.” 

When the NHL locked out its players during 2012 training camps, many 
veterans found temporary work with European teams. But the AHL was 
suddenly stocked with young stars, such as third-year Oiler Taylor Hall. 
Facing faster, stronger opponents on a smaller ice sheet — international 
rinks are 15 feet wider than those in North America — left Lindholm 
flailing. 

“A fish out of water,” recalled Yawney, now a Kings assistant. “He was 
getting run over. Guys were going by him. He couldn’t defend anybody.” 

Lindholm adjusted quickly. By Christmas, Yawney said, opposing 
coaches couldn’t stop talking about him. 

In it for the long haul 

The Ducks were dreaming of Norris Trophies when a 20-year-old 
Lindholm had a more productive rookie year (6-24–30) than those of Erik 
Karlsson and Victor Hedman. Lindholm could handle the Western 
Conference’s most powerful forwards. He could keep up with the 
quickest ones. 

“When he’s in his mid-20s,” coach Bruce Boudreau predicted to the Los 
Angeles Times, “he’s going to be as good as there is.” 

Lindholm recalled those years as a “fairy tale.” Years after their 2007 
Stanley Cup title, the Ducks still had a formidable roster. He was 
Anaheim’s future on D. Lindholm learned from veteran Francois 
Beauchemin — who “never took any of his [expletive],” Yawney noted — 
and absorbed the teachings of Hall of Famer Scott Niedermayer, a Ducks 
adviser. 

Lindholm formed a “Hakuna Matata” bromance with winger Rickard 
Rakell, with whom he lived for four years. They started referring to 
themselves as “Timon and Pumbaa,” after the inseparable characters 
from “The Lion King.” 

“He’s not a shy guy,” said Rakell, who was also traded at this year’s 
deadline (to Pittsburgh). “Very easy to be around. We were really close, 
but then we got so tired of each other. Me snoring at night, him talking in 
his sleep … we had to split up. Too much of each other.” 

Anaheim made the playoffs in each of Lindholm’s first five years, 
including trips to the Western Conference finals in 2015 and ‘17. 
Lindholm played the latter series with a torn shoulder, one of several 
injuries suffered over the last half-decade. He played 18 games last 
season. 

At the time of his trade, Lindholm was paired with rookie Jamie Drysdale, 
who has since changed addresses. Drysdale was staying at Lindholm’s 
4,700-square-foot villa in Irvine, Calif., with oversized windows and a 
wraparound pool. The home is on the market for $4.9 million. 

Lindholm now rents a Seaport apartment, but he’s got a place lined up in 
the North End this summer. “A little Euro,” he said. “They’ve got the 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 1, 2022 

 

Italian restaurants and such. A little quiet, too, but so close to everything. 
I’m super excited.” 

Lindholm will be 36 at the end of the eight-year, $52 million contract 
extension he signed after being traded. By then, he hopes he’ll have 
brought the Stanley Cup to Lerberget. 

“Making this league is super hard, but staying in it is harder,” Lindholm 
said. “Playing a lot of minutes and being trusted by the coaches to play 
against the top guys night in, night out, it’s an honor. Coming here, I think 
I can push my game to a different level, and I’m really excited about that.” 
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The Bruins open the playoffs against the Hurricanes on Monday. Here’s 
the full schedule for the first-round series. 

 

By Matt Pepin  

 

The Bruins are the top wild-card team in the NHL’s Eastern Conference 
playoffs, and will open a first-round series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Monday, the NHL announced early Saturday morning. 

The Hurricanes and Bruins have met in the playoffs twice recently, with 
the Bruins winning in 2020 during the pandemic-altered season, and in 
2019 en route to the Stanley Cup Final. 

This season, the Hurricanes won all three regular-season games the 
teams played. 

Times for games 5, 6, and 7 have not been set by the league yet. 

All games will be televised on NESN and broadcast on radio station 98.5 
The Sports Hub. Here is the full schedule: 

Game 1 

Bruins at Hurricanes: Monday, May 2, 7 p.m. 

Game 2 

Bruins at Hurricanes: Wednesday, May 4, 7 p.m. 

Game 3 

Hurricanes at Bruins: Friday, May 6, 7 p.m. 

Game 4 

Hurricanes at Bruins: Sunday, May 8, 12:30 p.m. 

Game 5 

Bruins at Hurricanes: Tuesday, May 10, TBD 

Game 6 

Hurricanes at Bruins: Thursday, May 12, TBD 

Game 7 

Bruins at Hurricanes: Saturday, May 14, TBD 
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Complete schedule for Bruins vs. Hurricanes first-round playoff series 

 

Nick Goss  

 

The 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs have finally arrived, and the Boston 
Bruins will begin their journey toward the Stanley Cup Final on Monday 
night against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Bruins are Hurricanes are meeting in the postseason for the third 
time in the last four years. Boston won the two previous playoff series in 
the 2019 Eastern Conference Final and 2020 first round. 

Bruins vs. Hurricanes first-round playoff preview, odds and prediction 

This year is a bit different, though. The Hurricanes are now the betting 
favorites, and unlike those two previous series, Carolina will have home 
ice advantage. The 'Canes won the Metropolitan Division and the B's are 
the first wild card team. 

Here's the complete schedule for Bruins vs. Hurricanes (all times ET):  

Game 1 at Carolina: Monday, May 2 at 7 p.m. on ESPN 

Game 2 at Carolina: Wednesday, May 4 at 7 p.m. on ESPN 

Game 3 at Boston: Friday, May 6 at 7 p.m. on TNT 

Game 4 at Boston: Sunday, May 8 at 12:30 p.m. on ESPN 

Game 5 at Carolina*: Tuesday, May 10 at TBD 

Game 6 at Boston*: Thursday, May 12 at TBD 

Game 7 at Carolina*: Saturday, May 14 at TBD 

*If necessary 
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Chris Wagner In Playoff Roster Mix for Boston Bruins 

Published 6 hours ago on April 30, 2022 By Joe Haggerty4-5 minutes 
01/05/2022 

 

The Boston Bruins made a flurry of roster transactions on Saturday 
ahead of their looming first round playoff series, but the one move they 
didn’t make was a notable one. Veteran fourth liner Chris Wagner 
remained with the big club in Boston this weekend after playing brilliantly 
in Friday night’s 5-2 loss to the Toronto Maple Leafs at Scotiabank 
Arena. 

Wagner finished with an incredible 11 registered hits and three shot 
attempts in 15:54 of ice time while looking solid all-around in his first NHL 
action of the season. 

Hi Wags   pic.twitter.com/eyXvrXQk7k 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) April 29, 2022 

The veteran forward had toiled in the AHL all season after being of the 
last cuts in NHL training camp but remained a good pro the entire time 
and posted 15 goals and 27 points in 62 games for the Providence 
Bruins. 

Certainly, Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy had nothing but 
good things to say about the Walpole native in his first NHL look. 

“I thought [Wagner] played very well,” said Cassidy following the Toronto 
loss. “He played to his strengths. He finished every check, was around 
the front of the net and he had a few looks around the front of the net.” 

The Bruins also gave Wagner a few minutes on the penalty kill as well 
where he showed what he could bring to the table if needed in a pinch 
during the playoffs. All in all, it was an accurate portrayal of the kind of 
energy and grit that Wagner could bring if the Boston Bruins run into 
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injury issues during the Stanley Cup playoffs with their botton-6 forward 
group. 

Wagner certainly could have helped the Boston Bruins at times this 
season, but his demotion was a bit of a cap consideration with other 
fourth liners like Anton Blidh, McLaughlin, Curtis Lazar for Boston this 
season sitting at half of Wagner’s $1.35 million cap hit. 

Certainly, Marc McLaughlin was exposed a bit in the Toronto game 
where he finished a minus-3 and had a rough turnover that led to a 
Maple Leafs goal. The rookie was one of four players (McLaughlin, Jack 
Ahcan, Jack Studnicka and Oskar Steen) that were sent back to AHL 
Providence on Saturday with both the Bruins and P-Bruins headed to the 
postseason in short order. 

“We kept Marc (McLaughlin) around for a while here as a young guy and 
gave him some looks, and he responded early on. So a little of that was 
evaluating where he was in his pro career. It’s a big ask [for a young 
player] to go into the playoffs, but he was here to get experience,” 
Cassidy said. “Wags has played in those situations before, so we have 
that in the back of our mind. We’ll make those calls in the next couple of 
days, but I certainly think he was one of our better players tonight in 
terms of playing a complete 200-foot game.” 

Nobody should expect Wagner to push his way into the Game 1 lineup 
while supplanting somebody like Nick Foligno, Tomas Nosek or Lazar, 
but it does set up for Wagner to potentially get some time down the line if 
injuries chew up Boston’s forward group. It also allows for Wagner’s 
leadership, presence and professionalism to be a positive influence 
around the Boston Bruins group at this important time of year. 

Wagner’s ability to play an effective, hard energy game in Game No. 82 
of the regular season for the Boston Bruins might have just enabled the 
30-year-old to get a look-see or two during the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Boston Bruins Bracing For 'Strong', 'Structured' Carolina Hurricanes 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

The Boston Bruins know they’ve been outscored 16-1 and haven’t even 
managed a single point in the three previous meetings, all losses, to the 
Carolina Hurricanes this season, but they also know the Stanley Cup 
playoffs are a different story. After all, this is also the same Hurricanes 
group that they’ve seen in two of the last three postseasons and 
dispatched them in each of those playoff series without all that much 
difficulty. 

So, the experienced Boston Bruins know it will be a different story on 
both counts, both for better or for worse with different players and 
different points in their career. What the B’s are expecting is a fast, 
aggressive Canes team that’s going to press and check the Boston 
Bruins while boasting the NHL’s best defense allowing just 2.38 goals per 
game. 

Certainly, some of that defense will rely on the goaltending situation 
where Freddie Andersen is a physical question mark to start the series 
with Antti Raanta expected to be seen between the pipes in Game 1. 
Meanwhile on the other side, the Boston Bruins are “still evaluating” their 
goalie situation with a share of playing time possible after Linus Ullmark 
likely gets the starting call for Game 1 on Monday night in Carolina. 

But the Boston Bruins know firsthand that Carolina plays hard, has some 
high-end players like Sebastian Aho (10 goals, 16 points in 13 career 
games vs. Boston) that have consistently done damage to them in the 
past and based their whole concept around great coaching and defense-
first players like Jaccob Slavin and Jordan Staal. 

Big Goal Joel. Edmundson gives the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead in game one 
against the Bruins. Warren Foegele did a great job to buy time during the 
line change, and the Sebastian Aho and Teuvo Teravainen did their 
thing. Big first goal. pic.twitter.com/M1y2QC5PnH 

— Brett Finger (@brettfinger) August 12, 2020 

“Strong team, obviously. They had their way with us this year. Some of 
that was a while ago and our team is in a much better place than when 
we played them earlier in the year,” said Boston Bruins head coach 
Bruce Cassidy, referencing the fact that the Bruins and Hurricanes 
haven’t played each other since mid-February. “We’re not going to take 
too much stock in that. We have had some success against them in the 
playoffs recently. Two different teams, so you can’t take too much stock 
in that either other than it builds some experience for you. 

“I’ve said it no matter who we got, Carolina, Toronto, last week New York 
was in the mix or even Tampa, they’re all good teams and have certain 
strengths. We expect Carolina to be a difficult opponent. They press, 
they’re a great skating team and they check well. We feel we can do the 
same thing, so it should be a great series.” 

Do the Boston Bruins view themselves as underdogs given the regular 
season track record, and Carolina’s standing as Metro Division champs 
taking on a Boston Bruins team that finished in the top wild card? 

Not likely at all. 

“I haven’t even really thought about that. Once you’re in the playoffs, 
seedings really don’t matter,” said Charlie Coyle, who finished out playing 
in all 82 games for the Bruins this season. “It’s anyone’s game and 
anything can happen. I haven’t even really thought that. We’re just going 
to play our game that we’re capable of and see what happens. 

“They have a solid team. We’ve seen it all year from them. They’re going 
to be a great challenge for us that we’re looking forward to. Those guys 
play well. They’re coached very well, and they play to their structure and 
had a lot of success this season. It’s a big opportunity and we’re just 
excited to get going and get that Game 1.” 

It’s going to be interesting to see how it all plays out but expect a lot of 
pre-series talk about Carolina’s defense and structure, and how much of 
a challenge it’s going to be for a Boston Bruins offense that can, at times, 
experience trouble getting to the inside ice where the Hurricanes might 
be a little vulnerable this postseason. 
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Bruins Begin Stanley Cup Playoffs Vs Hurricanes Monday In Carolina 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins will begin their quest for a seventh Stanley Cup in 
earnest Monday night in Raleigh, North Carolina against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Boston Bruins went into their regular season finale Friday nighty with 
the Toronto Maple Leafs with a chance to catch the Tampa Bay Lightning 
for third place in the Atlantic Division, but with a 5-2 loss to the Leafs in 
Toronto and a 6-4 win for the Lightning over the New York Islanders, the 
Bruins wound up in the top Wild Card slot in the Eastern Conference. As 
a result they will take on the newly crowned Metro Division Champion 
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Hurricanes with Game 1 at 7 PM Monday night and Game 2 at 7 PM 
Wednesday, with both games at PNC Arena. 

This is the third time in the last four seasons that the Boston Bruins and 
the former Hartford Whalers and Adams Division rivals will square off in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. The Bruins swept the Hurricanes in the 2019 
Eastern Conference Final before losing in seven games to the St. Louis 
Blues in the Stanley Cup Final. The Bruins then beat the Hurricanes in 
five games in the first round of the 2020 Stanley Cup playoffs in the 
Toronto bubble. 

However, the Boston Bruins and their fans would be sorely mistaken if 
they let recent playoff success against the Hurricanes have any bearing 
on who they think could win this upcoming season. The Hurricanes (54-
20-8, 116 pts), finished the regular season with the second-best record in 
the Eastern Conference, six points behind the President’s Trophy-
winning Florida Panthers, and had the third best record overall in the 
NHL. More importantly, the Hurricanes have absolutely dominated the 
Boston Bruins this season going 3-0-0 and outscoring the Bruins 16-1 
with the last meeting ending in a 6-0 Carolina Hurricanes win. 

Here’s the complete schedule for the Boston Bruins vs Carolina 
Hurricanes first round matchup: 

Game 1: Monday, May 2 at 7 p.m. ET (TV: NESN, ESPN, SN360, TVA 
Sports, RADIO: 98.5 The Sports Hub) 

Game 2: Wednesday, May 4 at 7 p.m. ET (TV: NESN, ESPN, SN360, 
TVA Sports, RADIO: 98.5 The Sports Hub) 

Game 3: Friday, May 6 at 7 p.m. ET (TV: NESN, TNT, SN360, TVA 
Sports, RADIO: 98.5 The Sports Hub) 

Game 4: Sunday, May 8 at 12:30 p.m. ET (TV: NESN, ESPN, Sportsnet, 
TVA Sports, RADIO: 98.5 The Sports Hub) 

Game 5: Tuesday, May 10 at TBD (TBD) 

Game 6: Thursday, May 12 at TBD (TBD) 

Game 7: Saturday, May 14 at TBD (TBD) 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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NHL style power rankings: Tan plaid trending, an impact debut and a suit 
to sail away in 

 

Sara Civian 

30/04/2022 

 

The end of the regular season brings with it a chasm in the NHL fashion 
scene. On one end, you’ve got players who didn’t qualify for the playoffs 
squeezing in their best fits of the year. On the other, you’ve got the calm 
before the storm, with players hoping to make a long run and saving their 
best looks for the brightest spotlight. For The Athletic’s NHL style power 
rankings™, it makes for some new faces and new looks. 

Also, if you told me two years ago I’d be publishing the above paragraph 
on The Athletic dot com, I either wouldn’t have believed you or would’ve 
thought there must be some cool people reading. 

In that spirit, before we get into the last style power ranking of the regular 
season, I want to thank the NHL fashion faithful for showing a real 
interest in this sort of thing. Through it all, we’ve gotten a glimpse into our 
favorite players’ personalities, and that’s what it’s all about. 

10. David Pastrnak 

Previously: No. 4 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 1 

Fresh Pasta coming right up    pic.twitter.com/Qpxz9joIYr 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) April 26, 2022 

Pastrnak had been out of the Bruins’ lineup for a while due to injury, but 
he came back and immediately gave us this. We will take it, and we can’t 
wait to see what Playoff Pasta will be wearing. 

9. Carey Price 

Debuting at No. 9 

Scroll over to the eighth photo here: 

It’s awesome to see Price back on the ice, and it’s just a bonus reminder 
that he’s always been one of the best-dressed NHL players. Both the 
hockey world and the fashion world are thrilled to have this man back. 

8. Maxime Comtois 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 8 

Fourth photo here: 

If there’s one thing we’ve learned about Comtois on this journey, it’s that 
he either loves Lululemon or is sponsored by Lululemon — maybe both! I 
almost docked a few points for the bag, but I added them back in the end 
because maybe he’s just a sustainable king reusing one bag and I’d love 
that for him. (If that’s not the case, though, someone hook this man up 
with a tote. It would’ve completed this outfit for sure.) 

We’ve got the same vibes P.K. Subban was giving off last week, with the 
gray palette and a splash of another color. I’m loving it. 

7. Pierre-Luc Dubois 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 1 

Second photo here: 

First here: 

I love the eggplant-purple suit. I love even more that known dress code 
rebel Dubois posted the second picture to his Instagram story and added 
the caption “normalize normal clothes.” Sift through that whole slideshow 
and you’ll see more of the Jets — gasp — dressing down. I love the 
black denim from Evgeny Svechnikov. I love the vibes. 

Has Dubois launched a full-blown rebellion? 

6. Cole Caufield 

Previously debuted at No. 1 

Cônes oranges et camion de construction… Est-ce qu'on est à Montréal? 
Ah non, il y a des chandails bleus.   

Orange cones, a digger… almost feels like home.#GoHabsGo 
pic.twitter.com/DzJgbFCelj 

— Canadiens Montréal (@CanadiensMTL) April 27, 2022 
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Caufield is making his second consecutive style rankings appearance as 
his looks are continuing to blossom. I like the one-two punch of a three-
piece, Easter situation then a more classic Canadiens red. He might be 
on a roll, but he isn’t a kid in a candy store and it looks like he knows 
when to unleash the more daring suits and when to keep it traditional. 
Loving this journey for you, Cole! 

5. Jack Roslovic 

Debuting at No. 5 

spring weather    pic.twitter.com/X7SlANLRWq 

— Columbus Blue Jackets (@BlueJacketsNHL) April 26, 2022 

Love the coordination between the shoes and the belt, love the tan (so 
hot right now!) plaid, love the shades, love the smile. 

4. Juuse Saros 

Debuting at No. 4 

I would like to first commend the Predators for going full-team open collar 
against the Lightning last week. You come at the kings, you best not 
miss, and they didn’t. It also reminds me of middle school when you’d call 
your friend and say, “I’ll wear a skirt tomorrow if you wear a skirt,” and I 
know I wasn’t the only one who did this. 

Anyways, Saros gets extra points for how well this color suits him, the 
hair, and of course the ‘stache. 

3. Bokondji Imama 

Debuting at No. 3 

Suited up @NHL debut style.   pic.twitter.com/eQs6P33YGO 

— Arizona Coyotes (@ArizonaCoyotes) April 23, 2022 

clear skies for take off.   pic.twitter.com/RbpS2b9fl3 

— Arizona Coyotes (@ArizonaCoyotes) April 25, 2022 

Nothing like scoring your first @NHL goal in front of your family.   
pic.twitter.com/ifouGFvzTZ 

— Arizona Coyotes (@ArizonaCoyotes) April 24, 2022 

Imama’s NHL debut week outfits scream, “I’m here to enter the league 
and immediately score a goal,” and that’s just what he did. His sister also 
showed up to the arena extremely on-trend, so add Imama to the list of  
NHL players who dress well and also have cool sisters. 

2. Milan Lucic 

Debuting at No. 2 

Giddy up. pic.twitter.com/kRdsQZZIiU 

— y – Calgary Flames (@NHLFlames) April 24, 2022 

Folks, I am begging for a Dallas vs. Calgary playoff matchup. Apparently 
so is Lucic. This man woke up after that thrilling wild, wild west Flames 
win and reminded us all with this outfit that the cowboys of the North 
prevailed. 

He might want to invest in a slightly bigger leather jacket so he doesn’t 
have to walk around looking like Gumby, but I think that sort of adds to 
the allure. 

1. Yanni Gourde 

Previously: Unranked 

Highest all-time ranking: No. 2 

hat game strong   pic.twitter.com/u9aK7X6MMs 

— Seattle Kraken (@SeattleKraken) April 28, 2022 

Gourde has nailed the nautical Kraken theme in their inaugural season 
without veering into gimmick territory. This is important, people! 

When we look back at one of the most prominent players in the 
franchise’s first season, we’ll also get to reminisce on all the hype around 
the birth of this team. 
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Duhatschek: Will the NHL officiating crackdown carry over to the 
playoffs? 

 

Eric Duhatschek 

30/04/2022 

 

It’s an annual rite of spring, as predictable as cherry blossoms in 
Washington D.C., or freak snowstorms in Western Canada: Complaining 
about the state of NHL refereeing. 

Every year, there’s a grave concern – especially among fans and 
especially on social media – that the officiating standard slips when the 
regular season ends and the playoffs begin. The referees will overlook an 
infraction that might earn a penalty between October and April but not 
after. Every year, there’s a hint that this year will be different. 

Usually, when the dust settles and the officiating postmortems occur, the 
conclusion is: No, nothing actually changed. 

Tacitly, the NHL acknowledged the problem in September, months after 
the Lightning won their second consecutive Stanley Cup, a run that 
included some highly publicized moments of refereeing inconsistency. 
The greatest culprit related to crosschecking and the number of times 
egregious crosschecks that seemed like obvious infractions breezed right 
past the referees’ eyes and went unpenalized. 

To its credit, the NHL – which rarely acknowledges an issue relating to 
refereeing – did so in this case. A directive issued at the start of this 
season,  

Published on its own website, made cracking down on crosschecking a 
primary point of emphasis heading into the 2021-22 season. And when 
NHL officials gathered for their annual preseason training camps they 
were treated to a review of some of last year’s missed calls from the boss 
himself, director of officiating Stephen Walkom. Essentially, Walkom 
walked the group through a number of examples of plays that went 
unpenalized in the playoffs that they would be asked to call this season. 
This was non-negotiable. 

Stricter cross-checking enforcement would be strictly enforced by hockey 
ops. 

According to TSN analyst Craig Button, that mission was generally 
accomplished over the course of the 2021-22 regular season. 

Moreover, Button also believed the stricter standard will carry over into 
the playoffs. It means, for example, the type of uproar that arose last year 
when an emphatic slash by the Islanders’ Scott Mayfield on Tampa Bay’s 
Nikita Kucherov went controversially unpunished, shouldn’t happen again 
this year. 

“I’m going to use history to predict what may happen in the future,” 
Button said. “Whenever we’ve had the crackdowns before – on slashes 
to the hand, and before that, for hooking, holding and interference – they 
continued into the playoffs. They never stopped. Players knew that the 
standard had been set. 
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“So, in my view, the crosschecking calls are not going to stop this time 
either.” 

Generally speaking, NHL coaches and general managers are loath to get 
into any official conversation about the refereeing standard because 
they’re mindful of an NHL policy to fine anyone $25,000 if they are overly 
critical of what they perceive to be a blown call. Mostly, what they want is 
basic consistency – from the first minute of a game until the last and from 
the first game of the postseason until the end. 

One NHL coach suggested that while it’s hard to grade NHL officials 
collectively, he would give them a passing grade overall and full marks 
for enforcing the league’s crosschecking crackdown. 

“People bitch and complain that come playoffs, the referees will put their 
whistles away,” said the coach, who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because of the league’s de facto gag order. “I don’t see that happening 
this year. I think it’s going to be mandated that some of the shit they let 
go in previous years is going to be addressed. 

“I still think the best referees are the ones that have a feel for the game 
and a rapport with the teams. When you’re adding young guys in all the 
time – it’s the same for officials as it is for players. The one thing that’s 
not in their repertoires is consistency because the young refs are learning 
too.” 

To his point, the NHL has seen a significant changing of the refereeing 
guard over the past handful of years. Just within the last month, two 
respected veteran referees – Dean Morton and Brad Meier – worked 
their final games. Tim Peel didn’t work another game after a high-profile 
incident a year ago when he was caught on a live mike assessing what 
appeared to be a make-up call on the Predators. 

Two other experienced refs – Pierre Racicot and Brad Watson – have 
also retired within the past couple of years, which opened the door for 
four new referees who joined the NHL staff this past fall. All worked 
primarily in the AHL this year, but made their NHL refereeing debuts 
within the past month or so: Carter Sandlak, Justin Kea, Cody Beach, 
and Jordan Samuels-Thomas. 

The best advice the NHL coach can give these young referees is to 
develop good communication skills. 

“When you don’t communicate well as a referee, what fills the void is 
negativity,” the coach said. “That’s what the older guys were so good 
about. If you treated them with respect, you got respect back. The good 
ones don’t add gasoline to the fire. If you’re crossing the line, you’ll get a 
warning, ‘Shut your mouth, or you know what’s coming next.’ That 
usually will shut the coaches up. Respect is earned, but it has to go both 
ways. Our best referees in the NHL do that on a regular basis. 
Sometimes, the egos of the younger guys get in the way and they’ll tune 
you out and that becomes problematic.” 

Back in April, the view from the other side was compellingly stated by 
former NHL referee Dave Jackson, now a rules analyst for ESPN, on an 
episode of “The Athletic Hockey Show”. 

When Jackson moved to the broadcast booth he also joined the world of 
social media – which requires a thick skin even at the best of times. If 
you’re an NHL official, it’s worse. 

“The officials are not supposed to have Twitter or Facebook accounts 
and now I can see why,” Jackson said. “Because if I’d had Twitter when I 
was on the ice, it would have been soul-crushing. Some criticism is 
justified … but other criticism just seems to be a pile-on, from people who 
have no idea what’s going on. 

“What bothers me the most is not the criticism of the call. We can all 
agree, a call gets missed or maybe a call is made that shouldn’t have 
been made. What bothers me is, the opinions of people who say what 
the referee’s motivation is for missing the call.” 

It’s the integrity question, in other words. That a missed call wasn’t 
necessarily an honest mistake, but a deliberate attempt by an official to 
affect the outcome of a game. 

“It’s, ‘He doesn’t want that team to win, he’s holding a grudge, the league 
tells him not to make these calls’ – and nothing could be further from the 
truth,” Jackson said. “A missed call is a missed call, whether from a lack 
of focus, a lack of preparation, bad positioning, bad luck – that’s why the 
call got missed. No other reason.” 

Nor was Jackson sure why the term “game management” has taken on 
such negative connotations. 

“If people take the time to read the rulebook, there are almost no rules in 
there that don’t have the wording, ‘in the referee’s judgement.’ And that 
means the referee is provided with a ton of latitude in how to assess 
these calls and how to use his judgement. 

“So, if you look at a game where the score’s out of hand and you have 
two players looking to get at each other to have a fight – and with eight 
minutes left, you know they’re going to be a problem for you the rest of 
the game – well, you want to manage that situation, right? You give them 
misconduct penalties. That’s a form of game management – but that’s 
not wrong or taboo. That’s just smart officiating. That’s making everybody 
in the game safer and possibly protects both players from lengthy 
suspensions. 

“But obviously, people equate game management with ‘the referee is 
cheating.’ That couldn’t be further from the truth.” 

Overall, it’s been a challenging year physically for NHL officials. Several 
had significant injuries – such as Michael Marcovic’s broken jaw. At one 
point in December, 13 officials were in COVID-19 protocols. 

“We tend to want to the officials to be like machines and run perfectly,” 
Button said. “We’re forgiving of teams that have to play three games in 
four nights, but what about officials who have to work three games in four 
nights? There’s no officiating coach that can come out and say, ‘yeah, we 
didn’t have our legs tonight.’ So, we become accepting of that when it 
happens to players, but officials have to work three games in four nights 
and they have to travel too.” 

There’s little attention paid to an official’s workload, but Jackson provided 
a little insight into what that looked like. On average, a referee would 
work around 75 games per season, which kept him on the road from 20-
to-22 days a month. Jackson recently reviewed his monthly statement 
from Marriott hotels and discovered he’d stayed in the hotel chain for the 
equivalent of 11 years of his life 

According to Jackson, everyone who criticizes officials should try it once 
just to experience what it is like. 

“It’d be great if everybody who coached minor hockey also had to referee 
minor hockey. Because I think once you’ve done it once – just one time – 
I think you’d really get a different perspective, and have a lot more 
sympathy, for how tough the job is.” 

Officials get graded after every game. That scorecard builds over the 
course of the season and ultimately determines who gets to work in the 
playoffs. On a staff of 34, only 20 begin the playoffs and the numbers are 
whittled down in every successive round. It’s a war of attrition for them, 
just as it is for playoff teams. By the end, only the ones that grade the 
highest remain standing and earn the bonus money along the way. 

“Sixteen teams miss the playoffs, so there’s going to be a whole bunch of 
the lower-performing officials who aren’t going to make the playoff cut 
either,” Button said. “By that criterium, ostensibly, we should have a 
higher standard of officiating, just as we’ll have a higher standard of play 
once the bottom 16 teams get eliminated.” 

No playoff is ever free of officiating controversies. But Button remains 
convinced that adhering to the crosschecking mandate will eliminate 
many of the issues that arose last season. 

“The managers are the ones that dictate to hockey ops how the game is 
called,” Button said. “When they get behind an initiative, it’s easy to 
enforce. When they waffle and vacillate, that’s when the standard 
changes. I don’t think they’re waffling here or backing down. I think it’ll be 
the same. Stephen Walkom does not set the standard. He upholds 
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whatever the GMs want the standard to be. And I think the managers are 
behind this.” 
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Avoid pizza and get outside: How Sportsnet personalities survive the 
NHL playoff ‘marathon’ 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald 

30/04/2022 

 

David Amber does not have to dress himself, at least not at work. 

As a host at “Hockey Night in Canada,” the veteran broadcaster has 
access to a stylist, Debra Berman, who gently guides him through his 
wardrobe choices before going on air. She is also there to assist his co-
workers, such as intermission panelist Elliotte Friedman. 

“She certainly wouldn’t trust us to do it ourselves,” said Amber. “Imagine 
if Elliotte was picking out his own clothes. What do you think would 
happen? I don’t think Canada is ready for that.” 

As Canada prepares for the start of the NHL playoffs next week, 
Sportsnet’s hockey hosts, analysts and play-by-play voices are preparing 
to punch in for a shift that will last for two months. The job does not 
involve any hard physical labour — they are not saving lives — but they 
still have to perform on a national nightly stage for a demanding 
audience. 

The wardrobe department, production team and late-night pizza delivery 
service will be on high alert as the Calgary Flames, Edmonton Oilers and 
Toronto Maple Leafs each start their respective series. As the Canadian 
rightsholder, Sportsnet and its people will carry through until the Stanley 
Cup is presented. 

“Essentially,” said Amber, “it’s a marathon.” 

Friedman, one of the marathoners, highlighted sleep as a key to survival. 
It is not just the duration, but also the timing. He has a 10-year-old son, 
and if he decides to sleep in after getting home in the middle of the night 
following an overtime game, he misses the school drop off. 

During the playoffs, production meetings can start as early as 3:30 p.m., 
meaning Friedman would also miss his son at the end of the school day. 
“It’s just not a good thing not to see your kid for that long,” he said. 

So he might get up early, then retreat for a nap before work. It is part of a 
lesson he learned early in his career, as a reporter following the Raptors 
for The FAN 590. Friedman would cover the morning shoot-around, 
appear on the station during the game, then head to the game and back 
to the station at the end of the night to prepare stories for the following 
morning. 

Late in that season, his manager told him he sounded tired during his 
reports. 

“I think everybody understands you can have a bad show or a bad 
intermission, but you have to be ‘on’ enough that you don’t have too 
many of those,” Friedman said. “Because if you do, then Sportsnet will go 
out and they’ll find somebody else.” 

That would be the same at any network, he said. 

“And to be honest, if I have a terrible intermission, (Kevin) Bieksa’s going 
to let me know about it,” he said with a laugh. “So I can’t have too many.” 

Friedman also avoids playoff pizza. He will eat it during the regular 
season, when it lands between the first and second game of a 

doubleheader. With so many doubleheaders in the playoffs, it becomes a 
nightly temptation: “I don’t eat the pizza, because if I did, I’d be 600 
pounds.” 

Sportsnet host Caroline Cameron is known to bring prepared meals from 
home into the studio. Jennifer Botterill, the Canadian Olympic hockey 
champion who has become a fixture at Hockey Night, said she also tries 
to bring her own healthy snacks into work. 

“There’s times you need the pizza — you need the extra boost,” Botterill 
said with a chuckle. “I also do tend to bring stuff, too, for sustainability, 
whether it’s some fruit or some veggies.” 

Amber, who was talking while out for a walk with his dog on Friday 
morning, said he also tries to get to the gym or ride a bike on most days 
before heading into work. 

“It’s a bit of a war of attrition, getting through it,” he said. “Obviously, I’m 
not going to complain. It’s mostly all fun, but you’ve got to be mindful of 
making sure your body doesn’t get away from you too badly over these 
next two months.” 

During the games, he said the Sportsnet personalities generally watch 
inside a designated space filled with television screens. They monitor the 
games, communicate with a producer and discuss what they will cover 
during the next segment. 

“We want it to be organic, which it is,” Amber said, “but you also want it to 
be organized.” 

Friedman said they also tease each other: “You’re not really going to say 
that on air, are you?” 

“I can tell you, by the late games, Kevin and Elliotte are giggling like little 
schoolkids by the second intermission,” said Amber. “The guys do get a 
little giddy at times.” 

“Everybody just sort of embraces it and recognizes that, yeah, it’s a lot of 
time and it’s a big commitment, but I think it’s all part of the experience,” 
Botterill said. 

The experience does come with a cost, though. 

“When it’s the demands of doing something every day for two months, 
the idea of being able to make a spontaneous decision is gone, because 
your whole day is planned,” said host Jeff Marek. “And it has to be 
planned.” 

Chris Cuthbert had a cough. It was mild but persistent during a telephone 
conversation on Friday and was the kind of light hack that would be an 
annoyance for most, but a potentially serious issue for the main play-by-
play voice of Sportsnet’s playoff coverage. 

His allergies have been tormenting him, and he can usually mask his 
cough by hitting a button that briefly mutes his microphone on the air. He 
chuckled: “I’ve been over-working it now for a couple of weeks.” 

Cuthbert moved to Sportsnet from his long-time home at TSN two years 
ago for the chance to call a Stanley Cup Final. He got to call the final 
game last year and follows a few basic rules to make it all the way to the 
end. 

“You’ve just got to be smart,” he said. “There’s not as many late nights as 
when we were younger. I’ve got an older guy’s schedule now.” 

Part of that is making sure he eats before the game, rather than waiting 
to go out for dinner afterward, because the playoffs add an 
uncomfortable uncertainty about mealtime. A game that drives into triple 
overtime does not care if you are hungry. 

“The fourth round, you know, your energy levels start to go down a bit,” 
said Cuthbert. “But this still beats working for a living.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Quick Shifts: 4 big reasons Maple Leafs could lose to 
Lightning 

Lightning pose significant challenge for Maple Leafs in round 1 of 
playoffs 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

April 30, 2022, 1:26 PM 

 

A quick mix of the things we gleaned from the week of hockey, serious 
and less so, and rolling four lines deep. Is it Monday yet? 

1. The Toronto Maple Leafs–Tampa Bay Lightning series — positioned 
as the showcase matchup of Round 1 — will be analyzed, scrutinized, 
and dissected to death over the next 48 hours. 

Two speedy, superb offences unleashing wizards on the power play. Two 
underrated defence cores that should battle hard and smart but will have 
their hands full. 

If you’re the Maple Leafs (or a fan), four major things should concern you 
here: 

• Andrei Vasilevskiy: So rare is the true Number 1 netminder in today’s 
NHL that Vasilevskiy — winner of eight consecutive playoff series, 
impeccable in elimination games — is a blazing comet shooting through 
a sea of dimly lit stars. 

That the Big Cat enters the postseason on a four-game win streak and 
that counterpart Jack Campbell has only seven games total of 
postseason experience. 

“He’s been playing great since he came back from injury,” Wayne 
Simmonds says. “He’s made the big stop when he’s needed to, shut 
down teams, and allowed us to play our game.” 

Campbell must match the best. 

• Depth: “I'm a firm believer that a lot of series are won and lost on the 
depth guys,” Simmonds says. 

He’s not wrong. 

No one can question the Leafs’ top end these days. It’s the aging and/or 
unproven bottom of the lineup that will need to raise its game. 

Sure, the Lightning lost its valuable Gourde-Coleman-Goodrow unit, but 
Nick Paul (16 goals), Brandon Hagel (25 goals) and Ross Colton (22 
goals) aren’t too shabby. 

• Coaching: Sheldon Keefe has done a fantastic job in regular seasons. 
Frankly, he should get more credit for his work (but such is the fate of all 
coaches blessed with talented athletes). 

What Keefe has not done — yet — is outsmart the guy on the other 
bench when it really matters. Despite being in the higher seed in chess 
matches with John Tortorella and Dominique Ducharme, Keefe hasn’t 
adapted well enough to win in the playoffs. 

Jon Cooper, the NHL’s longest-tenured bench boss, is a master 
motivator who knows how to rouse a dressing room and play the podium. 

He’ll be a challenge, too. 

• Intimidation: The Lightning rank fourth in hits; the Leafs rank 24th. 
Tampa ranks 22nd in blocked shots; Toronto ranks 29th. 

The champs will be physical — very physical — out of the gate. Corey 
Perry and Pat Maroon will try to agitate and bully. They’ll be relentless. 
How the Maple Leafs respond to the grind will be critical. 

“I think it's about initiating rather than retaliating, to be quite honest,” 
Simmonds says. 

“We want to be the first team to jump in and go full bore, whether that be 
hits, grinding it out, smothering our opponent.” 

2. If Gary Bettman’s parity dream lives anywhere, it’s in on the Hart 
Trophy. 

Not since Alex Ovechkin went back-to-back in 2008 and 2009 has the 
NHL crowed a repeat MVP. In the 13 seasons since, 12 different players 
have captured the award. 

Only Connor McDavid (2017 and 2021) has won it twice in that span. A 
unanimous champ last season, he’ll be in tough to win this year — 
despite crushing the scoring race with 123 points. That’s the highest total 
a player has racked up in 29 years (Mark Recchi hit that number in 1992-
93 but needed 84 games to do it). 

With all due respect to Johnny Gaudreau, Roman Josi, Jonathan 
Huberdeau, Igor Shesterkin, Kirill Kaprizov, Steven Stamkos, Cale 
Makar, Leon Draisaitl, and so on, I’m staring at my ballot and seeing a 
two-horse race between McDavid and Matthews. 

I asked Huberdeau whom he’d pick. 

“It's a good question,” the Panthers star replied. “Matthews is having a 
great year, so I would probably give it to him. He's special. I had a 
chance to play in the all-star game with him. You give him the puck, he’s 
going to score every time. Not a lot of guys can get close to 60 goals.” 

Other than himself, who would Matthews select if he had a say? 

“There's so many guys to choose from. It's tough. But obviously 
[Huberdeau] would be one of the guys. It just seems like he's been 
driving the bus for [Florida] along with a couple other guys. He really 
stands out,” Matthews considers. 

“You look at a guy like Josi in Nashville who's just been unbelievable — 
kind of the same thing, just driving the bus for that team. So, I think 
there's a lot of guys that you can kind of look at and pick. 

“You know, it seems like McDavid and Draisaitl, we've gotten so 
accustomed to them just doing this every single year that you kind of lose 
sight of how good of a season those two are having.” 

This is the hardest choice and will be the narrowest vote since Taylor 
Hall edged out Nathan MacKinnon in 2018. 

3. The Leafs-Lightning series will feature the NHL’s past two 60-goal 
scorers, each coming in hot of their first 100-point campaigns. 

Here are Matthews’ 60 goals, by type: 

Wrist shot - 28 

Backhander - 9 

Snap shot - 8 

Tip - 7 

Slap shot - 6 

Wraparound - 2 

He accomplished the feat with a 17.2 shooting percentage, 1.93 goals 
per 60 (1st), 44 even-strength goals (first), 348 shots (first), 16 power-
play goals (third), 10 game-winning goals (fifth), four empty-netters, and 
pinging 13 posts/crossbars (third). 

Here are Stamkos’ 60 goals in 2011-12, by type: 

Wrist shot - 32 

Slap shot - 8 

Snap shot - 8 
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Tip - 6 

Backhander - 5 

Wraparound - 1 

Stamkos had a higher shooting percentage (19..8), more game-winners 
(12), fewer power-play goals (12), and fewer empty-netters (two). He also 
appeared in all 82 games, nine more than Matthews. 

When we spoke with Stamkos about that magical season, he said he 
was most proud of his 48 even-strength goals, particularly as a player 
once pegged as a bit of a power-play specialist. 

That season, Evgeni Malkin was a distant second in even-strength goals, 
with 38. 

Matthews’ 44 at evens this season is the closest anyone has come to 
Stamkos since, and you have to trace all the way back to Alexander 
Mogilny’s 49 ESG in 1992-93 to find the last sniper to hit that mark. 

4. A sly news dump by the National Hockey League Players’ Association, 
revealing its search for a new union chief around 9 p.m. ET Friday amid a 
hectic final night of the regular season, with media preoccupied with 
playoff matchups. 

The PA’s executive board voted in favour of forming a search committee 
to hire executive director Donald Fehr’s successor. Ian Cole, Zach 
Hyman, Justin Faulk, Sam Gagner, Kyle Okposo, Nate Schmidt and 
Kevin Shattenkirk will lead the job search. 

Fehr guided the players through two intense rounds of collective 
bargaining, striking agreements with commissioner Gary Bettman in 2013 
and 2020. 

“Don's been tremendous. Great communicator. The PA has been very 
organized and has been through some tough times with negotiations. 
Those are hard,” says Jason Spezza. 

The veteran has picked up on the challenge of getting new players to 
wrap their heads around the history and complexities of the owner-player 
relationship. 

“I think it’s hard,” Spezza continues. “As the league is getting younger, 
there's less and less guys that have been through the labour disputes. 
So, I think Don and his team have done a great job. The executive 
committee decided on transition plan to figure something out, and I think 
that's good. I think the PA is in good order right now. 

"We'll find the right person to run things and leave the game in good 
shape, but I think hockey is in great shape in general. We want to just 
keep building forward.” 

5. Fun with numbers. 

The NHL’s first-round matchups, but with the teams’ final ranking by 
points percentage in brackets: 

Florida (1) vs. Washington (13) 

Carolina (3) vs. Boston (10) 

Toronto (4) vs. Tampa Bay (8) 

New York (7) vs. Pittsburgh (12) 

Colorado (2) vs. Nashville (16) 

Calgary (6) vs. Dallas (15) 

Minnesota (5) vs. St. Louis (9) 

Edmonton (11) vs. Los Angeles (14) 

My take: The 11th-place Oilers are the biggest winners here. Not only are 
they the only team outside the NHL’s top seven with home-ice 
advantage, they’ve drawn the third-weakest opponent in the tournament. 
A reward for playing in the thinnest division. 

The eighth-place Lightning have the greatest grievance, drawing four-
seed Toronto. A punishment for being located close to the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

6. In these troubled times, it’s imperative we rely on our diligent 
researchers for important information. 

Thankfully, the folks at Time2Play.com crunched the data to discover 
which NHL fan base consumes the most alcoholic beverages at the good 
ol’ hockey game. 

According to the site’s survey, Maple Leafs fans guzzle an average of 3.9 
beers on game nights — tops in the league. Chicago, Tampa, Colorado, 
and Arizona round out the top five, while New York Rangers fans (1.8) 
are the most responsible. 

Full results: 

7. Just because Ben Chiarot was rented from worst to first doesn’t mean 
the Florida Panthers defenceman severed all ties with the Montreal 
Canadiens. 

When hearing Carey Price was finally ready to make his comeback a 
couple weeks ago, Chiarot made sure to compose a text message. 

“I told him I wish I could be there for him, be out there with him,” Chiarot 
says. “The last couple of years we grew a nice bond there, the defence 
and him. We had a good unit going on. 

“So happy to see him back. And he's such an important player to that 
city, that franchise. Important for the league, really. He’s such a big 
name, especially as a goaltender. So, it was great to see him back.” 

Price finished second, to Tampa’s Andrei Vasilevskiy, in the goalie 
category for the 2022 NHLPA Player Poll: 

8. Considering he is too hurt to take the ice, Alex Ovechkin managed to 
have himself a big night Friday. 

First, the Great 8 got name-dropped in Drake’s hot 16 on Future’s brand-
new “I’m On One”: I’m just all about my goals like Ovechkin, what / I’m 
just all about my goals like I’m Messi. 

Then the injured captain had no issue trolling Rangers fans from the 
Madison Square Garden press box. Looks like a guy who will be in 
Washington’s Game 1 lineup: 

9. Mitch Marner (97 points) finished painfully close to the century mark, 
and came this close to joining Darryl Sittler, Doug Gilmour and Matthews 
as the only Maple Leafs to record 100 points in a season. 

Because Marner was healthy scratched for Friday’s season finale, and 
missed another nine games to injury, Sheldon Keefe softened the blow 
by rounding up. In the coach’s mind, Marner is already a 100-point man. 

Over a full 82, Marner’s point-per-game rate translates to a 110-point 
campaign. 

Record books don’t tend to include projections or estimates, though. 

“It's definitely tough,” admitted Marner, who could’ve taken a run at three 
points against a thin Bruins team in Game 82. 

“At the same time, I want to just make sure I'm ready to go [for playoffs]. 
Talking with our team here, we got a pretty good awareness of how this 
year's been and how it's, obviously, hard on everyone's body. We all 
discussed that, and we thought it was a good idea to rest and make sure 
we do the right stuff before the real thing starts.” 

10. An eagle-eye pickup by Maple Leafs video coordinator Jordan Bean 
and coordinator Sam Kim Sunday in Washington. 

The duo caught a John Carlson hand pass in Toronto zone that led to a 
goal much later in the shift. The illegal hand pass was missed by the 
officials, the broadcast, and the Leafs bench. 
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By correctly challenging the goal, Toronto had a chance to (a) tie a close 
game, then (b) win it in a shootout. 

Essentially, it was a two-point catch that would help the Leafs secure 
home-ice advantage in the playoffs: 

“We didn't see it at all. Nobody on our bench was talking about it. Credit 
to those guys. Beaner is on the ball with these things,” Keefe says. 

“Honestly, it seems like there's a hundred things a game that they pick up 
on — it just doesn't always result in a goal. They may be cheering for us 
to get scored on in some of these instances, so they can shine. It was a 
great job. They communicated it well, they were on the ball and were 
very clear that we should challenge that.” 

You just know a coach’s challenge or four is about to sway a playoff 
game. 

11. Another lost season in Buffalo went out on a high note at least. 

The team won five of its final six, watched the Golden Knights miss the 
dance, and got to hear goaltender Malcolm Subban belt out “The Star-
Spangled Banner” before Friday’s home game. 

“At first, I heard he was going to record it, so I was pretty impressed 
when he stepped up and did it live. And I don't have the balls to do that. 
That was extremely impressive,” teammate Casey Mittelstadt told 
reporters. "He's good! I did not expect that." 

12. Eight playoff predictions in eight words or less. 

Florida over Washington in six: Capitals need goaltending more than 
Cats need Ekblad. 

Boston over Carolina in seven: William Jennings Trophy winners’ health 
is concerning. 

Toronto over Tampa Bay in seven: They can, and they will. 

New York over Pittsburgh in five: Taking the team with a No. 1 goalie. 

Colorado over Nashville in five: Two home gates for Predators at least. 

Calgary over Dallas in five: Stars have a negative goal differential. 

St. Louis over Minnesota in six: Blues’ experience and centre depth 
prevails. 

Edmonton over Los Angeles in five: No Drew Doughty spells trouble. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' Hughes needs clarity on Carey Price's future 
before off-season overhaul 

What does Price’s uncertain future mean for Canadiens? 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

April 30, 2022, 6:43 PM 

 

MONTREAL— Kent Hughes is going into the off-season with 14 picks in 
the bank for the 2022 NHL Draft, over $80 million committed to just 17 
players, and with one big question he needs to have resolved before 
doing any major surgery on the Montreal Canadiens’ roster. 

He can’t even pick up the scalpel until he knows what the future holds for 
Carey Price and, right now, he’s anything but clear on that. 

“Of course, it complicates things,” Hughes said at his end-of-season 
media availability. “It would be better for us to have things in black and 
white, but that’s not our situation right now.” 

It won’t be the Canadiens’ situation until Price goes through the process 
of determining exactly what his knee will--or won’t—permit him to do. 

Without improvement to the injury he had surgically repaired but didn’t 
recover sufficiently from to appear in more than five of 82 games this 
past season, the soon-to-be 35-year-old goaltender said the prospect of 
being an NHL starter again next season would be impossible. 

Yes, Price has four years remaining on a contract that counts annually 
for $10.5 million on the salary cap, and he said on Saturday he intends 
on doing everything possible to fulfill that obligation. 

But he prepared for his final game of the season on Friday knowing it 
could be the last one of his career. 

Price said it was an “A-plus day,” which culminated with a 37-save 
performance in a 10-2 win over the Florida Panthers that would “be a 
great way” to go out, if it came to that. But he also said he played through 
discomfort, that his knee swells “a lot” during game action, that “there’s 
different aspects of goaltending that’s required these days that is very 
difficult for me to do,” and that he’ll be seeking different opinions and 
staring down the possibility of more surgery without any assurances he’ll 
be able to return and play at the level of he expects of himself. 

“I’ve always been a fighter,” Price added. “I’ve always been a clawer, and 
I’m not giving up.” 

Whether or not Price’s body enables him to succeed is beyond his 
control, though, and the uncertainty he faces—none of which was 
resolved in last Wednesday’s meeting with surgeon Robert Marx in New 
York, according to him—being resolved will have the ultimate impact on 
what Hughes can do to bring the Canadiens up from the basement of the 
NHL. 

The general manager isn’t under any illusions about what this team will 
be capable of in the immediate future. He said he knows they won’t 
contend for a Stanley Cup next season, he acknowledged he’s got a 
tricky cap situation to navigate—with multiple aging players on long-term 
deals and very little maneuverability under the $81.5-million upper limit—
and he mentioned has no intention of trading futures in moves for short-
term gain that will ultimately negatively impact long-term success. 

“We’re going to evaluate all options,” Hughes said multiple times 
throughout his 33-minute press conference. 

But he eliminated one, saying he has no plans to move 29-year-old 
Brendan Gallagher, who possesses a contract which counts for $6.5 
million per season for five more years on the cap. 

“Listen, Brendan didn’t have the best season,” Hughes said about the 
Canadiens’ alternate captain, who was plagued by injuries and limited to 
just seven goals and 24 points in 56 games. 

“He’s not alone in that situation, and we hope Brendan will return and 
have a good season next year,” Hughes added. 

Gallagher’s confident he will. Both he and Paul Byron, who has one year 
left at $3.4 million, are going into the summer with the same goal of 
building their bodies back up to a point they weren’t able to get them to in 
2021-22. 

Byron, who had hip surgery last off-season and returned halfway through 
this season before finishing up once again on the sidelines, called this 
coming summer “a huge one” for his future, and it will be one regardless 
of whether he remains with the team or gets traded. 

For Gallagher, the coming months will be determinant in his ability to help 
the Canadiens the way he needs to in order to justify his contract. 

Years of playing on the edge and as fiercely and fearlessly as he has 
damaged his game and dinged his reputation this past season. The short 
turnaround between the 2021 Stanley Cup Final and September’s 
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training camp didn’t allow for him to properly heal from lingering groin 
and hip issues, and he knows his performance didn’t match up with what 
was expected of him. 

“It was just a lot of things,” Gallagher said. “I was just playing catch up. 
Pretty much everything around the pelvis area that they were working on. 
One day it would be one thing, the next day would be the next, and 
you’re just trying to play catch up…It was just a short summer, and I can 
just say my body just didn’t hold up. I think the last couple of seasons 
probably caught up to me.” 

Now he’s hoping a long off-season will put him back ahead. 

“Looking forward to this time to rebuild my body and come back into 
camp ready and to be the player—I take a lot of pride in being consistent, 
and to do that you need your body to feel good so you can bring it every 
single night,” Gallagher said. “That’s something I’m looking forward to 
getting back to.” 

He added it was fair to question his ability to do it, but also said he had 
zero doubt he’d be persevering. 

Hughes made how he feels about Gallagher’s immediate future clear but 
left his feelings about the futures of certain other players unspoken. He 
made no comment on Joel Armia, who scored just six goals and 14 
points in 60 games after signing a four-year, $13.6-million deal last off-
season. And he also didn’t say anything about Jonathan Drouin—the 27-
year-old streaky winger who went through wrist surgery in April and won’t 
be able to begin preparing for next season before mid-July. 

Drouin said on Saturday he wants to be back, and that he wants a 
chance to prove himself to Hughes and interim coach Martin St. Louis—
who will be signed over the coming days or weeks (ideally for at least 
three years, said the GM on Saturday). Armia was unavailable to speak, 
having gone home to Finland to attend to a private matter weeks ago and 
not returned. 

Both players, and Byron, could be moved out by Hughes to create the 
cap flexibility the Canadiens need in order to take care of their own free 
agents and potentially ones from other teams. 

Would Hughes be willing to retain salary on any of their deals to move 
them? 

“It would depend on what we were acquiring,” he said. “If we gained 
short-term flexibility, what does it allow us to do? We’re kind of 
discussing it abstract instead of in a concrete example; at the end of the 
day, we have to see where we’re going with this group, what players are 
willing to take on in terms of responsibility. So, if we trade someone and 
retain (money) and we’ve got to get another player and we were able to 
save X dollars, what does it do for us?” 

That’s a question that not only applies to what Hughes intends to do with 
Drouin, Armia, and Byron but also most definitely applies to what he’ll do 
with Jeff Petry. 

The 34-year-old defenceman had a brutal start to this season. His play 
hit bottom just after the holidays—after he caught COVID and was 
separated from his family, which decided to remain in the United States 
through the end of the regular season—and it only began to rebound to 
its expected level a few weeks in St. Louis’ tenure. 

Petry made a trade request prior to that and, unless he changes his 
mind, would still prefer Hughes explore that possibility—even if he 
affirmed on Saturday that he and his family love Montreal and that they’d 
be open to staying. 

Moving Petry is something the GM expects to do in order to potentially 
free up as much as $6.25 million in cap space over each of the next three 
seasons, but not at any cost. He’s not looking to trade what he termed “a 
good player” for a return that hurts the team’s long-term plan. 

But Hughes surely knows it’s most likely he’ll need to retain a bit of 
Petry’s money on the Canadiens’ cap to obtain something he’s interested 
in. 

As for what he does with the savings, Hughes said twice that he’d look to 
replace Petry with a veteran defenceman who can help young blueliners 
Justin Barron, Jordan Harris and Kaiden Guhle develop in the best 
possible environment. 

He added he’s had preliminary discussions with the agents of some his 
players on expiring deals—Hughes didn’t mention unrestricted free 
agents Tyler Pitlick and Chris Wideman and restricted free agents Rem 
Pitlick and Alexander Romanov, but it’s imaginable he’s already done 
some investigation on what it will cost to retain all of them—and said the 
team is positioned to be younger to start next season. 

The flexibility to make it deeper will depend on what Hughes does with 
Drouin, Armia, Byron, Petry, and soon-to-be-former captain Shea Weber, 
who was on long-term injury reserve for all of this past season and will 
likely continue to be on it until his $7.85-million cap hit expires in 2026. 

When Hughes was asked if he still intends to move Weber’s contract 
after he was close to dealing it away prior to the Mar. 21 trade deadline, 
he said, “Yep.” 

If he’s successful, that will only provide some cap relief. It won’t open up 
any options if Price gets through his meetings with doctors and injury 
rehabilitation feeling like he can continue his career in Montreal, where 
the goaltender reiterated he wants to remain. 

“I’ve been a Hab my whole life, and I feel like it’s a part of my identity, 
and the future is so bright for this team,” Price said. “The kids that are on 
this team right now are spectacular people, and they bring a lot of 
energy. I hope to be a part of that.” 

If he can’t, it’s likely his salary ends up on LTIR and gives Hughes a 
chance to bolster the Canadiens at different positions. 

He wouldn’t be able to replace Carey Price—even if Jake Allen played 
reasonably well for most of this past season and believes he can once 
again be a reliable starter in the NHL—but one would think he’d have to 
sink a line into the goaltending pool and fish someone out who can help. 

If Hughes wants to do that, and if he needs to sign a replacement for 
Petry and add some depth up front (specifically up the middle), he’ll need 
an answer on Price’s future relatively soon. 

“At the end of the day, what we’re hoping to get is clarity in terms of: Is 
this an injury that Carey’s going to be able to recover from and return to 
true form or not,” Hughes said. “Is it something that he’s going to be able 
to play with?  We don’t have those answers right now, and he came back 
and played a very small sample size. I think it continues to be 
bothersome to him, so he’s clearly not at 100 per cent. 

“Whether this is an injury that keeps him from ever being able to play 
again? I don’t think we have that answer. And to tell you that that answer 
comes from a medical procedure or an imaging or any of that, we’re not 
at that point right now.” 

Until Hughes and the Canadiens reach it, the focus is on the draft, which 
will be held in Montreal on July 7 and 8. 

“That’s why we were away from the team in Germany (recently at the 
World Under-18 championship) and we’re going to go back to Helsinki 
(for the upcoming IIHF world championship),” Hughes said. “We spent a 
lot of time with our scouts, had meetings, so that’s really our priority at 
the moment.” 

The others are hinging on Price’s damaged knee. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 2022 Stanley Cup Playoff Preview: Oilers vs. Kings 

Should other teams be worried by Oilers in postseason? 
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April 30, 2022, 8:47 AM 

 

Last season, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl entered the playoffs 
scoring at historic paces and the Edmonton Oilers were ready to go on a 
deep run as the second seed in the North Division. Instead, they were 
quickly swept by the Winnipeg Jets in a stunning and unexpected upset. 

This season, McDavid and Draisaitl are again among the NHL scoring 
leaders and the Oilers will enter the playoffs as the No. 2 seed in their 
division. Will things be different this time? 

Opposing Edmonton are the upstart Los Angeles Kings, who return to the 
playoffs for the first time since 2018. These Kings are much different than 
the teams that won a pair of Stanley Cups in 2012 and '14, but Anze 
Kopitar and Jonathan Quick remain core pillars and an exciting group of 
young players are ready for their first taste of the post-season. 

Here is a detailed breakdown of this first-round series. 

HEAD TO HEAD RECORD 

Oilers: 3-1-0 

Kings: 1-2-1 

THE BREAKDOWN 

The Oilers enter the series with home ice and should be the favourites, 
but earlier in the season their playoff position was far from a lock. On 
Feb. 11 the Oilers fired head coach Dave Tippett and were five points out 
of the second wild-card spot. But in the 36 games since then they've 
gone 24-9-3, the fifth-best record by points percentage in that time. 

The Oilers' success comes from filling the net and the team is ranked 
seventh in goals per game with 3.49. Edmonton also boasts the third-
best power play, converting on more than 26 per cent of all opportunities. 

McDavid and Draisaitl lead the way, combining for 99 goals and 231 
points — the most by any pair of teammates — but the supporting cast 
around them has grown. Evander Kane, a mid-season addition, scored 
22 goals since debuting in late January, while Kailer Yamamoto crushed 
his previous career highs in goals and points. 

Teammates 

  

Team 

 

  

Points 

McDavid-Draisaitl 

  

Oilers 

  

231 

Gaudreau-Tkachuk 

  

Flames 

  

215 

Matthews-Marner 

  

Maple Leafs 

  

203 

Huberdeau-Barkov 

  

Panthers 

  

203 

Kaprizov-Fiala 

  

Wild 

  

189 

The Kings won't be able to outscore the Oilers, but they can limit the 
damage. In fact, while Edmonton won three of their four meetings, the 
teams each scored 12 goals in those games. 

With a top 10 goals-against rate, the Kings have the tools to slow down 
the high-scoring Oilers. Down the middle, Kopitar and Phillip Danault give 
the Kings two of the best defensive centres in the league while in goal, 
Quick has turned back the clock with an impressive season after it looked 
like his career might be over. 

While goaltending is a strength for the Kings, it's a wild card for the 
Oilers. Mike Smith, still going strong at 40, is in line to get the bulk of 
starts but he struggled to stay healthy for most of the season. The Oilers 
were connected to pretty much every goalie on the market ahead of the 
trade deadline but a deal couldn't be found. Smith has rewarded 
management's trust, though, by ending the season on a high, posting a 
.943 save percentage with nine wins and two shutouts in his final 10 
games. 

One key loss for the Kings is Drew Doughty, who was shut down to have 
wrist surgery in early April. However, Doughty's offence from the back 
end has been replaced by rookie Sean Durzi, who had 27 points to lead 
all healthy Kings blue liners. Veteran Alexander Edler provides some 
leadership on the backend for the Kings but the group is young and 
inexperienced overall. 

The Oilers' top defenceman, Darnell Nurse, is also battling a lower-body 
injury that ended his regular season a week early. But the team is 
optimistic he will be able to return at some point during the playoffs. 

While expectations remain low for the Kings, we've seen young upstart 
teams go on runs before. But after the shock of the last post-season, you 
can expect the Oilers won't be taking anything for granted this time 
around. 

ADVANCED STATS 

(5-on-5 totals via Natural Stat Trick) 

REGULAR SEASON TEAM STATS 

Oilers X-Factor: Connor McDavid 

It goes without saying but the Oilers will go as far as McDavid will take 
them. Which, as we saw last year, wasn't very far as the Jets limited 
McDavid to just one goal and four points in the sweep. McDavid's resume 
is full of individual accolades but a World Junior gold is his only 
meaningful team achievement. This could be the year that changes. 
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Kings X-Factor: Jonathan Quick 

Quick's performance the past two seasons was so poor that it was hard 
to imagine he'd ever return to form. While he isn't at his Vezina Trophy 
level, Quick bounced back in a big way to steal the net from Cal Petersen 
and provide some stability for the only team he's known. Quick is 
entering the playoffs on a high, being named the third star of the week by 
the NHL for the second last week of the season. In April, he had a 5-1-0 
record and a .915 save percentage. 

BROADCAST DETAILS 

Monday, May 2: at Edmonton, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet/CBC) 

Wednesday, May 4: at Edmonton, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet/CBC) 

Friday, May 6: at Los Angeles, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet/CBC) 

Sunday, May 8: at Los Angeles, 10 p.m. ET (Sportsnet/CBC) 

*Tuesday, May 10: at Edmonton 

*Thursday, May 12: at Edmonton 

*Saturday, May 14: at Edmonton 
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Sportsnet.ca / Senators' exit meetings marked by common theme: 'They 
want more' 

 

Wayne Scanlan 

April 30, 2022, 3:14 PM 

 

The Ottawa Senators believe they will be a much better team next 
season.  

But they aren’t about to add “expectations” to the list of burdens they 
need to overcome.  

After his first season as captain, Brady Tkachuk made a point of saying 
the Senators will tune out the “outside noise” as far as playoff talk and 
opinions of where this team should be in its development.  

“To be honest with you, we’re not going to really listen to the external 
pressures on our group,” Tkachuk said. “We’re just going to focus on ‘day 
in, day out’, every game is important. All those points are valuable. You 
see it takes the high 90s (in points) to make the playoffs, so you can’t 
really focus on the numbers, you have to focus on the day in, day out.  

“I think we’re ready for everything that comes our way now.” 

The Sens finished their season much as they did last year — with a final 
flourish. Ottawa won five of its last six games but still missed the playoffs 
by a country mile.  

Head coach D.J. Smith called it the longest year of his coaching career, 
because of the spate of injuries, COVID-19 issues, schedule changes 
and added travel. 

Still, he said the challenges helped the staff learn about the players while 
the players learned what they could and could not do.  

Smith said the common theme for Saturday’s exit interviews was that the 
group is hungry for success.  

“They want more — more for themselves,” Smith said. “They want to be 
a part of the (playoff) action.” 

Talk is cheap, of course, but when there are no games left on the 
calendar for a non-playoff team, talk is all there is.  

Smith, named an assistant coach for Canada’s team at the upcoming 
IIHF World Championship in Finland, heads home to Windsor for a few 
days and then will be back here Wednesday to meet with Canadian head 
coach Claude Julien in preparation for the tournament.  

After three losing seasons as Ottawa’s head coach, Smith admitted he’s 
looking for a “chance to win something.” 

Winning is also on the menu for the Senators in 2022-23, although Smith 
cautioned he will have to see what his roster looks like, following the 
summer (over to you, GM Pierre Dorion, who speaks on Sunday).  

Smith feels the core pieces are in place, with the likes of Tkachuk, Josh 
Norris, Tim Stützle, Thomas Chabot and Drake Batherson, among 
others.  

“They need guys to support them,” Smith said.  

Tkachuk believes the will is there.  

“Internally, we’re going to push each other, push ourselves to be as great 
as we can be,” said Tkachuk, who was called a “father figure” for the 
entire team by Smith. Quite a title for a 22-year-old, but Tkachuk certainly 
established his credentials as a leader. Part of that growth was learning 
to keep his emotions in check, he said.  

Tkachuk’s linemate Batherson said he believes this team is ready to 
push for a playoff spot.  

“We showed we can beat the high-end teams,” Batherson said. “We just 
have to be more consistent.” 

Alternate captain Chabot agreed that it’s time to compete.  

“As players, I think it’s time for us to start winning and bring this team to a 
whole other level,” Chabot said. “I think everybody in our division that is 
making the playoffs is over 100 points, so it’s a long way there, but I think 
it’s a place we can get to.” 

Contract needed for Norris 

Josh Norris, Ottawa’s goal-scoring leader with 35, says he doesn’t focus 
on setting goals for his stats. 

“I think it kind of gets in the way of where you’re trying to go — it keeps 
you out of the present moment,” Norris says.  

Having said that, he added that scoring 35 goals this season was a “nice 
milestone.” 

With linemate Brady Tkachuk scoring No. 30, the pair became the first 
30-plus goal scorers as teammates since Milan Michalek (35) and Jason 
Spezza (34) in 2011-12.  

While Norris might not set goals, the goals he scored have set him for a 
good contract this summer as a pending RFA.  

“I hope we can get it done rather quickly,” Norris said. “And I really don’t 
want it rolling over my head all summer, so we’ll see what happens. But I 
love it here. I love the city. I think we’ve got a great crew and I want to be 
here for a long time.” 

Norris will lean on Tkachuk and his contract experience of last summer.  

“He’s one of my best buddies … I’m sure there’s going to be days when I 
need a little bit of advice, or just the word that’s all gonna work out.” 

Tkachuk can advise Norris 

Tkachuk promised Norris an “exciting” summer getting a deal done.  

“Honestly, he’s done everything he can to leave it out there and prove 
himself, prove how good of a player he is,” Tkachuk said of Norris. “I was 
fortunate to play with him all year and see the progression, and that’s just 
been awesome. 
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“I kind of know how the emotions work with it, and yeah, I’m going to do 
my best to be there for him. It’s going to, at times, feel like a long summer 
— a couple of hard days will come … but it’s an exciting process, just 
enjoy it.” 

Stützle pumped for worlds 

Several Senators will join D.J. Smith at the World Hockey Championship, 
including three players who spoke on Saturday morning — Drake 
Batherson and Thomas Chabot for Canada and Tim Stützle for Germany.  

“It’s going to be fun seeing all those guys at the World Championship and 
we’re going to have dinner together,” Stützle said.  

Interestingly, Stützle and Smith admitted that the 20-year-old was offered 
the chance to play centre right out of training camp, but opted to learn 
more about the left wing position first. Stützle’s eventual shift over to 
centre, due to injuries in the lineup, proved to be the trigger for his 
development into an elite prospect at the position.  

Smith believes Stützle can be a huge star in the league.  

“Everything we asked him to do — he got better,” Smith said.  

One of the areas Stützle plans to work on: staying on his feet.  

Pinto close to 100 per cent  

Centre Shane Pinto, who missed almost the entire season with a 
shoulder injury that required surgery, says he probably could have played 
this spring had the Senators qualified for the post-season.  

“We just ran out of time,” Pinto said. The rookie said that is at about the 
five-month mark now, which is about the time period his doctor said 
would be required.  

“I’m feeling good. “I’ve been working on skating the past couple of 
months (with one contact practice), but I’ll just reset now. Spend some 
time with family and then get going again with training in June  … I’ll 
come here a little bit early just to get into the swing of things quicker.” 

As usual, injuries were a big part of garbage-bag day talk.  

Tkachuk  said he has two very sore hands, plus an aching back and knee 
— ailments that will keep him out of the tournament for the USA. Connor 
Brown missed the last part of the season with a broken wrist.  

Meanwhile, trade deadline acquisition Mathieu Joseph, who also missed 
the closing games, disclosed that he was dealing with a rib cage injury.  

“It’s kind of my SC (sternoclavicular) joint, close to my sternum and my 
cartilage on my first rib has been bothering me, there’s a small fracture in 
there so I wasn’t able to go in the last few weeks of the season,” Joseph 
said.  

On the bright side, Joseph said he had a wonderful experience visiting 
the White House with his former Tampa Bay Lightning teammates last 
week. Joseph can’t wait to play a full season in Ottawa and feels he can 
be a useful player up and down the lineup as needed and on the penalty 
kill.  

Matt Murray still dealing with concussion issues 

Goaltender Matt Murray hasn’t played a game since March 5, and is still 
dealing with lingering concussion symptoms. 

Murray said he was “pushing hard” to get in some games late in the 
schedule, but had to shut things down recently as symptoms re-occurred. 
He is hoping a bit more rest can result in him returning to the ice. The 
veteran dryly noted that he has reluctantly become very knowledgeable 
on concussion issues, having suffered one in 2016 that had him consult 
some of the top concussion experts in the U.S.  

The most common advice from others who have gone through it — get 
all the rest you need. Some cases take longer than others.  

The focus, he added, is on staying positive and hopes to be able to 
resume training this summer once he clears the last few hurdles toward 
full health.  

Fans and media can speculate on Murray’s future in Ottawa, and 
whether or not the team could exercise a buyout option, but Murray is 
certainly talking as though he will be part of the picture in the fall.  

Four of Murray’s five wins this season came in the month of January, and 
he believes he can get back to that level and form a strong tandem with 
Anton Forsberg next season.  

“When I was in there, I thought I played well all season,” Murray said. “It’s 
just about being healthy.” 

Murray said he has seen a lot of progress in the team’s play over the 
second part of the season and feels the future is bright.  

“I think you’re starting to see the progression even since I’ve been here,” 
Murray said. “Guys are maturing, both on and off the ice.” 

Having won two Stanley Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins, Murray 
knows what kind of formula a team needs in the post-season.  

“It’s attention to detail, especially in playoff hockey, it’s the very fine 
details that determine whether you win or lose games. It’s so much 
different, it’s tighter, there’s a much smaller margin for error.  

“The fact we saw a lot more attention to details in the second half, 
defensively and offensively, I think we just need to keep building on that, 
keep going in the same direction and we’ll be in a good spot,” Murray 
said.  

Smith said he hopes Murray can be ready to go in the fall after being 
“unavailable” for most of this season. 
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