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Hurricanes-Bruins Stanley Cup Playoff series predictions: Here’s what people are saying 

By Justin Pelletier, Luke DeCock and Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins will meet in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs this week for the third time in four 
years. In those two previous meetings, the Bruins have been 
the end of the Hurricanes’ season. 

This year, the Bruins fell flat in the three games the teams 
played, with the Canes winning all three by a combined total 
of 16-1. Ouch. 

But, this is the postseason, and if Boston has proven 
anything in the past decade and a half, it’s that they always 
seem to find the energy for a run in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Pundits and prognosticators from around the hockey world 
have started to weigh in on what they think might happen in 
this series. 

First, here’s what the books have to say: 

Betting odds 

▪ According to DraftKings Sportsbook, the Carolina 
Hurricanes had the sixth-best odds to win the Stanley Cup at 
+1200. The Bruins were tied for seventh-best at +1400. The 
Avalanche lead that field at +350. 

▪ That same DraftKings Sportsbook shifted dramatically from 
the beginning of the season to the end — for some clubs. 
But the Avalanche were the favorite back on Oct. 12, as well, 
at +475. The Canes, before anyone played a game, were 
tied in 10th at +2500, while the Bruins came in fifth at +1300. 

▪ Carolina is favored to win the series by the slimmest of 
margins, with a betting line of -125 to Boston’s +105. 

Let’s turn now to people covering the Bruins — and hockey 
in general in the Northeast — on a regular basis. 

Boston/New England media 

▪ Nick Goss, NBC Sports Boston 

In a story posted Saturday, Goss made the case that the 
Canes will be hampered by the injury to goalie Frederik 
Andersen. 

“The Bruins’ edge in scoring depth and slightly better 
defensive play should carry them to Round 2, especially if 
Andersen misses multiple games,” Goss wrote. Bruins in 6. 

▪ Nathan Fournier, Sun Journal hockey writer 

“With David Pastrnak and Hampus Lindholm back from 
injuries, the Boston Bruins have shown they are a well-
balanced hockey team in the second half of the season. A 
key for the Bruins will be secondary scoring; Jake DeBrusk 
and Eric Haula have provided that lately. The Bruins have 
got solid goaltending from Linus UIllmark and Jeremy 
Swayman leading into the playoffs.” Bruins in 6. 

▪ Matt Vautour, MassLive.com sports columnist 

“If Frederik Andersen was healthy I’d probably be leaning 
toward something like Carolina in 6 given the regular season 
domination. 

“But the Bruins have gotten better since the earlier meetings, 
and the Hurricanes don’t have a goalie I’d trust. While I’m 
hesitant, I’m taking Bruins in 7.” 

▪ Evan Marinofsky, Bruins beat writer, CLNS Media Network 

I think this will end up being the closest, tightest series of the 
first round. As good as the Bruins have been in the second 
half, the Hurricanes are deep and have been knocking on the 
door of postseason success for a while. 

It just feels like their year, especially given the Bruins have 
beaten them in two of the last three postseasons. They have 
to break through at some point, right? Hurricanes in 7. 

Next, let’s check out some national media predictions: 

National outlets 

▪ Greg Wyshynski, ESPN 

In his predictions, Wyshynski is effusive in his praise for the 
Canes. “They’re a better offensive team than Boston, full 
stop,” he wrote. 

But, he added, “they are not a better defensive team, and 
that’s where I think the series swings slightly in Boston’s 
favor. The Hurricanes generate a ton of shots. No one is 
better than the Bruins in limiting high-danger shot attempts 
on Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman. They’ll need one of 
them to be the best goalie on the ice in a couple of these 
games, and I don’t think that’s an outrageous ask. 

“I’ll take the Bruins here, as Marchand and Pastrnak — the 
fourth- and fifth-highest playoff scorers since 2015-16, 
incidentally — help prolong what might be pending free 
agent Patrice Bergeron’s last run in Boston. That said, this 
might be the biggest toss-up series in the first round.” Bruins 
in 7. 

▪ The Athletic 

Here, the outlet polled all of its hockey writers for their 
predictions, and gave readers the percentage of votes to win 
the series, and showed the percentage of writers who 
predicted which outcome, and by which game. Nearly 63 
percent of their votes predicted a Hurricanes series win. A 
robust 37.5 percent said Canes in 6, with another 14 percent 
said Canes in 7. No one predicted a sweep, and of the 37.5 
percent who picked Boston to win, none said five games, 
and most said it would go seven games. 

▪ NHL.com staff 

The staff at NHL.com has 16 writers who were tabbed to pick 
each series and their Cup winner. Of those polled, nine 
writers picked the Hurricanes to advance to Round 2, while 
seven picked Boston to win. 
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Of those nine writers who picked Carolina to beat Boston, 
four — staff writers Tim Campbell, Tom Gulitti and Mike 
Zeisberger, and senior writer Dan Rosen — have the Canes 
advancing to the Stanley Cup Final. Only one, Gulitti, has the 
Canes hoisting the Cup. 

▪ Joe Pantorno, Tailgate Sports 

In his review for Tailgate Sports, Pantorno write: “Boston’s 
veteran top line will be combated by Carolina’s youthful 
attack, Pantorno wrote, headlined by Sebastian Aho (24) and 
Andrei Svechnikov (21), who combined for 67 goals and 150 
points this season. In total, five Hurricanes skaters recorded 
at least 51 points. 

“Carolina is looking to take that next step as a legitimate 
Stanley Cup Final contender behind a defense and a penalty 
kill that has been the best in the NHL.” Hurricanes in 6. 

And finally, predictions closer to home: 

▪ Chip Alexander, News & Observer beat writer 

While the injury to goalie Frederik Andersen is a concern, the 
Canes are the more balanced team and could be the 
hungrier team. 

Rod Brind’Amour keeps pushing the Canes higher and 
higher, and they’re determined to take the next step in the 
playoffs. Now, if they can just keep Brad Marchand from 
getting under their skin ... Hurricanes in 6. 

▪ Luke DeCock, News & Observer columnist 

My prediction on this series, were it to come about, was set 
in October. Even six games into the season, it was clear that 
whatever mojo the Bruins had over the Hurricanes was gone. 

Brad Marchand’s little automotive spat with Vincent Trocheck 
in January drove the point home: You don’t beef down. The 
once-ascendant Bruins knocked out the Hurricanes twice on 
the way up; the ascending Hurricanes will knock out the 
Bruins on their way down. Hurricanes in 5. 

▪ Justin Pelletier, Deputy Regional Sports Editor 

You’d think this was a hard one for me, being from New 
England, but a Carolina transplant. But my allegiance 
growing up was neither to the Bruins nor the eventual 
Hurricanes in Hartford. I like to think that gives me a more 
objective view here. 

The Hurricanes were, just by the eye test, among the best 
five teams in the NHL through what would have been the 
Olympic break. They retooled from a year ago, they’re fast, 
skilled, gritty when they need to be and have solid 
goaltending depth. 

But the past two months have been a bit more of a slog. The 
Bruins on the other hand have been streaky all season. 
They, too, are more than a one-line wonder, but I think their 
depth will have a hard time against the Canes’ four-line 
attack in the end. Also, even without Frederik Andersen, I 
think Raanta/Kochetkov > Ullmark/Swayman. It won’t be 
easy. Boston is dangerous and very capable of stealing this 
series. But I don’t think it does. Hurricanes in 6. 
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If Hurricanes truly have taken a step forward, Bruins a perfect playoff bellwether 

By Luke DeCock 

Of course it had to be Boston, just like there was a time 
when it always had to be New Jersey — the Devils making 
springtime visits to North Carolina the way furniture buyers 
return to High Point. Hockey is a wild and weird and random 
game sometimes, but there are also these moments when 
history and rivalries seem to exert some weird cosmic gravity 
that keeps pulling teams back together. 

It just as easily could have been the Tampa Bay Lightning, 
and certainly there was a sense of inevitability there as well 
after the way things went last year. But there’s so much more 
baggage with the Bruins, it just feels right and just and 
proper that now that the Carolina Hurricanes are a regular 
playoff participant, they should be able to measure 
themselves against a regular playoff opponent. 

What’s different about this time around, Part III or Part IV or 
Part V or Part VII, depending on how deep your sense of 
historical perspective runs, is that just as the Hurricanes took 
a great leap forward this season, there’s no doubt the Bruins 
are dramatically different from the team that ended the 
Hurricanes’ playoff runs both longer (in 2019) and shorter (in 
2020) in recent years. 

While the top line and the culture and the mentality are as 
strong as ever with the Bruins, there are fewer willing bodies 
even if the spirit is no less weak. Top players Patrice 
Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pasternak are as 
dangerous as ever, and the Hurricanes can assure disaster if 
they choose to observe the action from the penalty box, but 
Tuukka Rask and Zdeno Chara and David Krejci are gone, 
among others, and the Bruins are a skeleton of what they 
once were, albeit one still capable of posting triple-digit 
points in the Eastern Conference. 

This may indeed be the last gasp of their impressive run, and 
it would be fitting if the Hurricanes, smacked around twice by 
the Bruins on their way up, were the ones to knock them 
down once and for all. 

There were already signs of that in the regular season. 
Normally, a statement like that would be followed by one like, 
“to the extent that matters,” but in this case it really does. 
Their first meeting, an authoritative shutout victory that saw 
them bounce Bruins around like bowling pins, felt like a 
message sent and a message received. 

At the least, it was the keystone of the strong start that set 
the tone for the 76 games still to follow. At the most, they 
turned the tables on the Bruins and their bullying. The 
Hurricanes never flinched in the face of the Bruins physically 
or mentally — or verbally, in the case of the automotive 
smack talk between Marchand and Vincent Trocheck. The 
Hurricanes had all the answers, on and off the ice. 

And they should: There’s nothing about the Bruins, at this 
point, that should be unfamiliar or intimidating. The 
Hurricanes are stronger, deeper and more experienced than 
this group has ever been entering a playoff series, especially 
with Sebastian Aho now firmly established as a postseason 
stalwart. Even whatever weird ex-spouse dynamic was going 
on with Dougie Hamilton and the Bruins is no longer an 
issue. 

Either opponent, Boston or Tampa, would have been a test. 
The Hurricanes should look at the Bruins as the perfect one. 
All of these dragons are going to have to be slain at some 
point for the Hurricanes to go farther than they have the past 
three years, and facing the Bruins right off the hop carries 
with it all that additional motivation and familiarity and history 
that makes playoff hockey great and creates the opportunity 
for good teams to prove they have become great. 

The Bruins taught the Hurricanes two lessons when it 
mattered. The Hurricanes finally hit back this regular season, 
when it did not. 

Now, it does again. 
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Hurricanes’ goalie Frederik Andersen discusses injury ahead of Stanley Cup Playoffs 

By Chip Alexander 

Frederik Andersen was back on the ice Sunday, if only 
briefly. 

The injured goalie did not participate at the Carolina 
Hurricanes practice at PNC Arena. He won’t be the starter 
Monday in Game 1 of the Stanley Cup playoffs against the 
Boston Bruins. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Andersen “touched” the 
ice and Andersen later agreed that a “twirl” about the ice 
might be the best description. 

“I’m progressing a little bit in terms of some of the 
movements I’m trying to do,” Andersen said Sunday in an 
interview with members of the Carolina chapter of the 
Professional Hockey Writers Association. “I’m not really 
close to what I’d like to be out there yet. But another day in 
the books and I’m trying to get better and get back.” 

Andersen, named team MVP for the regular season by the 
Carolina PHWA chapter, has not played since leaving the 
April 16 game at Colorado with a lower-body injury. While he 
has been able to complete off-ice workouts, it’s believed he 
had not been on the ice until Sunday. 

“It’s a tough time to get hurt, obviously,” Andersen said. “This 
is when all the extra fun begins. I still have some work to do 
to get back. I’m trying my best to come back and help the 
guys.” 

While Brind’Amour did not commit Sunday to a starting 
goalie for Game 1, Antti Raanta is expected to be in net for 
the Canes. 

With Andersen sidelined, the Canes recalled goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov from Chicago of the AHL on an emergency basis. 
Kochetkov was needed in three consecutive games — and 

won all three — after Raanta was injured in the April 24 road 
game against the New York Islanders. 

Andersen, 32, is considered a candidate for the Vezina 
Trophy as the NHL’s best goalie after a bounceback season 
in which he has a 34-14-3 record, 2.17 goals-against 
average and .922 save percentage. That came after an 
injury-slowed final season with the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
2020-21. 

“It’s been phenomenal here, from top to bottom,” Andersen 
said. “I think you’re aware of the example Roddy 
(Brind’Amour) sets and everyone else follows suit. It’s been 
really cool to be a part of that, too.” 

Andersen has had some setbacks — a collision in net 
against Washington that caused concussion-type symptoms 
after the March 3 game and then the injury at Colorado. 

The Canes signed Andersen and Raanta as free agents after 
last season. Kochetkov, a second-round draft pick by 
Carolina in 2019, played in the KHL this season but joined 
the Wolves after the KHL season ended in Russia. 

“He reminds me of the Russian goalies (in the NHL) just in 
his stance and his explosiveness,” Andersen said. “He’s 
been fun to watch. It’s always cool to see guys get their start 
in the league.” 

While Andersen was not available Sunday for practice, 
forwards Andrei Svechnikov and Max Domi were back after 
sitting out the Saturday practice. Martin Necas again was 
absent but Brind’Amour said it was another maintenance day 
for the forward. 

Svechnikov received the Carolina PHWA chapter’s Josef 
Vasicek award for outstanding cooperation with the local 
media this season. 
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Stanley Cup tiers: Anonymous GM, executives and scout rate every playoff team 

By Harman Dayal and Sean Shapiro 

There was a pretty clear divide between the haves and have-
nots during the 2021-22 regular season. 

Sure, there was some drama for the wild card in the Western 
Conference, but across the NHL — especially in the East — 
there’s been a clear cut line for months of which teams would 
likely be planning for the postseason. 

“It was pretty straightforward,” one NHL executive said. “You 
could see in the East which eight teams it was from almost 
November. The West took longer, but really, you saw there 
were like eight or nine teams on a different level than the rest 
of the conference.” 

And now we get to separate those top 16 when the playoffs 
start next week. 

Speaking with five active NHL executives from across the 
league, we asked them to separate the 16 playoff teams into 
tiers from 1 to 5. With the 1s being the select teams that 
should be in “Stanley Cup or Bust” mode, down to the 5s, 
who should be just thrilled to get an invite to the dance. 

Let’s dive in. 

Tier 1 

Colorado Avalanche 
Average rating: 1 

Rating Colorado was one of the easiest exercises for our 
pollsters. 

“I feel like some teams you don’t need to even ask,” one NHL 
executive said. “And what else can be said about Colorado? 
They are the team to beat.” 

When it came time to nitpick, which we asked executives to 
do, they pointed at the goaltending, almost begrudgingly, as 
a reason the Avalanche might not have an advantage in a 
series. 

“I’m a Darcy Kuemper fan, but how many years has he been 
a starting goalie? Goaltending-wise they’re at a disadvantage 
against Minnesota, they’re at a disadvantage against 
Calgary, they’re at a disadvantage against Nashville, they’re 
at a disadvantage against L.A. The only team their 
goaltending is favoured against is Edmonton and Dallas. You 
could argue that Colorado is the best, most complete team in 
terms of forwards and D — they have superstars, grit, talent 
— and you can win without top-level goaltending but that’s 
the anomaly rather than the standard.” 

Another executive did point out that they were interested to 
see the mental fortitude of the Avalanche. 

“I’d pick them to win, they are picking themselves to win and 
they know what everyone else thinks about how easy it’ll be 
to paint this season as a failure if there isn’t a parade at the 

end of the season. That to me is a bigger piece of pressure 
than any opponent can put on Colorado.” 

Florida Panthers 
Average rating: 1 

The Panthers have proven themselves as the class of the 
league during the regular season, and were a unanimous 
Tier 1 selection for our panelists. 

“No doubt, one of the favorites,” one executive said. “Just 
such a deep team all around.” 

For the Panthers, the concerns from our panelists come with 
goaltending — which version of Sergei Bobrovsky will show 
up in the postseason? — and will the high-flying offensive 
showcase survive the more stifling postseason? 

“It’s going to come down to Bobrovsky, if he can do it, but 
they’re just so deep, they score so many goals. I think they’re 
a hungry team and they want to prove ‘We can win this thing’ 
and I think with the way they play, they definitely have the 
depth. The one area I would be concerned about is their 
defence. I’m not completely sold on their defence but it’s 
been solid all year — they’re not the big names — but they 
seem as a group to get the job done.” 

Florida pushed and battled with Tampa Bay last season, a 
series that one panelist marked as a learning moment the 
Panthers could use, and likely will use, as a building block 
heading into this postseason. 

“It’s hard to win until you’ve gotten close but that being said, 
they’re strong everywhere. Barkov’s as good as anybody in 
the fucking league, they add Giroux, they got Reinhart at the 
beginning of the year, Huberdeau. And then you look at 
Lundell as a rookie, Luostarinen on the fourth line. If Ekblad 
is back, they’re the favourite for me. If Ekblad isn’t that’s a 
pretty big hole, but I still think they’re good enough to be a 
Tier 1.” 

Carolina Hurricanes 
Average rating: 1.2 

Our panelists love Carolina’s talent, speed and depth. 
Frederik Andersen’s status for the first round is unknown due 
to injury so that could throw a wrench into these ratings. 

“I love their coach, he gets the most out of every guy and 
they just play well as a five-man unit all the time,” said one 
executive. 

Another panelist said Carolina’s the most talented team he’s 
seen other than Colorado this year but that the Canes 
remind him a bit of Tampa Bay before they added size and 
heaviness that led them to the Cup. 

“Carolina’s problem — and it’s not quite the problem 
Toronto’s faced, maybe it’s the problem Tampa faced before 
they broke through — I’ve seen Carolina get pushed out of 
games this year. It took Tampa two years of not getting over 
the hump before they bring in Blake Coleman, Patrick 
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Maroon, Zach Bogosian in a limited role. I don’t know why 
they wouldn’t have gone out and gotten a Nic Deslauriers. 

“This team’s going to be all about matchups, they need to 
avoid the right teams. If Carolina plays a motivated Boston 
team, I’d be worried. The Carolina dream matchups are 
Toronto, the Rangers and maybe Pittsburgh. They’re Tier 1 
for me, but with an asterisk that the wrong matchup is a real 
problem.” 

Tampa Bay Lightning 
Average rating: 1.4 

The two-time defending champions are well respected, have 
the best goalie in the world, and even with some pieces 
moving on from 2021, the team is built to contend again. 

“It’s a Tier 1 team, end of story,” one executive said. “I know 
they didn’t win the division or anything like that, but fuck, how 
can you pick against that team and the goaltending they 
have?” 

One thing that could hold up the Lightning, which multiple 
panelists mentioned specifically, is the fatigue of long playoff 
runs finally catching up to them. 

“Fatigue’s a factor and it’s already creeping up on them. 
They’ve got no real weaknesses — they’ve lost a couple of 
important guys — but it’s hard to overstate the fatigue. But 
Toronto’s a great matchup. They can just go there and skate 
and even though it’s a tough matchup talent and ability-wise, 
if they’re not getting involved in a (physical) war like the 
Florida series, that’s important.” 

“The only reason I’ve got them in Tier 2 is because I think 
they’re tired,” said another panelist. “They’ve played so much 
hockey over the last two years. Those guys they lost 
(Coleman, (Barclay) Goodrow, (Yanni) Gourde) were a big 
part of it. With that said, what if they say ‘we can do 
something special, catch a second wind and take off.’ I still 
think they’ve got the best goalie in the world because he’s 
proved it in the playoffs along with Hedman, and the core.” 

Tier 2 

Calgary Flames 
Average rating: 1.6 

Trading for Tyler Toffoli and getting it done earlier in the 
season, not waiting for the deadline, impressed some 
pollsters who believe the Flames have a real chance to 
break Canada’s long cup drought. 

“Many times, teams make a big trade or add a guy at the 
deadline and have waited to do so,” one executive said. 
“Calgary said, ‘fuck it, we are going to set the bar,’ and they 
did with that trade. From that point on, you knew they would 
be a team to beat and with that division, I think the path is 
great.” 

Calgary also has facets that old coaches often love about 
with a potential Stanley Cup champion: size and grit. This 
only works well enough if the hulking defense corp is also 
quick enough. 

“Their defense is gigantic and that’s a huge positive. You 
look at that D, and you look at playoff hockey and how 
Tampa was built, you’ve got Hanifin, Gudbranson, Zadorov 

(as three huge bodies). But Gudbranson and Zadorov aren’t 
the most fleet of foot guys, it’ll be interesting to see them 
against a speed-based team.” 

Speaking of speed, there are some who look at Johnny 
Gaudreau as an X-factor. Will he fade against a heavier 
brand of hockey that inevitably starts in the postseason? 

Minnesota Wild 
Average rating: 1.8 

Trading for Marc-Andre Fleury boosted the Wild in the minds 
of NHL executives for multiple reasons. 

It was a statement type move, the one NHL GMs love to 
point to as an example of how they’ve gone “all in” for a 
group. And, of course, it was also an upgrade in goal to a 
goalie with championship and Vezina-winning pedigree. 

“I liked them before the trade for Fleury, I wouldn’t put them 
in Tier 1, but I at least thought about it after seeing them with 
Fleury,” an NHL GM said. “That’s not a slight against Talbot, 
even though it might seem that way, but I think you need two 
goalies now to win.” 

Kirill Kaprizov drew rave reviews, in particular, for how 
unfazed he is by physical pressure. 

“Minnesota’s a team that’s grown on me. I didn’t realize how 
good Kaprizov was/ I have a new respect for how good he is. 
We tried to play him hard and he just doesn’t back away from 
that, he actually just plays better.” 

Tier 3 

Edmonton Oilers 
Average rating: 2.6 

This is a rating of teams, not players, but one executive 
quickly wanted to make it clear that having the best player in 
the world should make you a Stanley Cup contender and a 
Tier 1 for this exercise. 

“If I had the best player in the world, I’d better be one of the 
three or four teams that can win the cup every year … So the 
Oilers have to be a Tier 1. That’s the expectation that comes 
with having Connor McDavid on your team.” 

Others don’t have nearly as lofty expectations for the team 
around McDavid. 

“This team’s really flawed. Their whole season rests on the 
fact that Mike Smith cannot be a 40-year-old for two months. 
Smith has shown the ability to get really, really hot in short 
sequences of the season when he hasn’t been hurt. So a) he 
has to stay healthy and b) those hot sequences have to be 
long, it can’t be like when he’s hot for four games and bad for 
four games because then playoffs are over for them. 

“Their D with Tyson Barrie, Darnell Nurse, Duncan Keith … I 
don’t see this team winning more than a round. McDavid and 
Draisaitl have not shown the willingness to play two-way 
hockey in their career yet. It took Tampa a long time to learn 
that and maybe this is the year they learn, but so far, 
McDavid and Draisaitl haven’t done what it takes to win in 
the playoffs.” 

There is an old narrative in the NHL that a team has to learn 
how to win, and one executive surmised that this is the 
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postseason where McDavid and Draisaitl do just that — even 
if it doesn’t mean a championship this season. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 
Average rating: 2.8 

It might be surprising to see Toronto rated behind Edmonton 
— if only by the slimmest of margins — but this is where our 
panel weighed first-round matchups heavily. Edmonton gets 
to play a Kings team with low expectations, while the Leafs 
will likely go toe-to-toe against the back-to-back Stanley Cup 
champion Lightning. 

“It’s going to be the toughest road to make it, this is crazy,” 
said one executive. 

“I feel bad for Toronto. This year they could be great, lose in 
the first round and it’s not their fault,” added another panelist. 

In terms of the actual roster, there were pretty similar 
assessments across the board: an elite forward group, 
doubts about Jack Campbell and a question of whether 
Toronto’s two biggest stars can rise to the occasion. 

“They have so much talent up front, their goaltending’s a 
mess, bringing in (Mark) Giordano was good but they have a 
problem with toughness and heaviness. I don’t see how they 
get past Round 2 and they might not even get past round 
one with Tampa.” 

“I love Jack Campbell, but he’s not a playoff No. 1 for me,” 
said another executive. 

One panelist, who was most bullish on the Leafs, had a 
strong conviction that Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner 
are finally ready to be playoff stars. 

“They probably have the best player in the league right now 
in Auston Matthews. I feel like Matthews, Marner they’ve all 
taken a step in the physical side of their game and it’s not 
deterring these guys.” 

New York Rangers 
Average rating: 2.8 

New York was just as divisive of a team as Edmonton. 

“That power play and goaltending is how you win playoffs,” 
said one executive who rated them in Tier 2. “Chris Kreider’s 
having an amazing year, Panarin’s as good as anybody in 
the league. You watch their power-play movement and they 
just score highlight goals every night and they just have a 
belief in themselves. If that power play can stay hot and Igor 
Shesterkin can continue playing this well, they’ve got a legit 
chance.” 

Some see the Rangers as a team with elite top-end talent 
and MVP-calibre goaltender and think they can go on a real 
run. Others look at those same ingredients and see a team 
that’s far too dependent on Shesterkin, the Vezina favorite, 
and whose star players can be pushed around. 

“Fake. They’ve been leaning on that goalie all year. He was 
playing otherworldly, but when you’re stopping that many 
goals above expectation, it’s just not a sustainable model for 
success. To do that for 28 games (for a full playoff run) — 
he’s got to do that four times out of seven in every series for 
them to have a chance. You can push Panarin out. You can 
push Zibanejad out. I think you can probably push Fox out. I 

think they can win a round but that’s it for me. I can’t see how 
they could beat Carolina, Toronto, Tampa and Florida.” 

St. Louis Blues 
Average rating: 2.8 

The Blues and Wild have been virtually locked into a first-
round series for much of the season, and the Blues have had 
a decisive edge in the season series, but St. Louis doesn’t 
have nearly as many backers as the Wild when it comes to 
putting them into an echelon of a potential champion. 

“I haven’t loved their team as much this year. But they play 
well, they’re battle-tested, they have the guys that have won 
before. It’s going to come down to goaltending for me. I think 
with Jordan Binnington not going the way I thought, he might 
have lost the net, but the other guy (Ville Husso) has been 
outstanding.” 

Goaltending, either negative or positive, is the buzzword 
when it comes to polls like this. The other buzzword which 
GMs in particular love is experience or pedigree, and with a 
Stanley Cup championship banner raised in 2019 the Blues 
are always going to draw at least some respect. 

“They know how to win,” one GM said. “That can’t be 
overstated, they know how to win and they know how to win 
when they aren’t expected to win. That’s literally what 
happened in 2019. So while I see flaws with this team, I don’t 
see as many flaws as I saw in that 2019 team and that team 
won the whole thing.” 

Pittsburgh Penguins 
Average rating: 3 

The Penguins were close to a consensus when it came to 
tiers, with one pollster moving them up to Tier 2 and another 
dropping them to Tier 4. 

It’s a team with two generational players in Sidney Crosby 
and Evgeni Malkin, a goaltender that prompts some 
questions, and not enough depth to establish a ton of 
confidence. 

“For every reason you want to count them out you can also 
count them in,” one exec said, who had the Penguins as a 
third-tier team. “Do you want me to say a team with Crosby 
and Malkin won’t be in the mix? I have a hard time saying 
that, even if I think the East is too strong for them this 
season.” 

Another executive shared similar thoughts. 

“Tristan Jarry being the young goalie is going to be 
interesting, but it’s hard to count out Crosby, Malkin, Kris 
Letang. They still have that core group together and I love 
Bryan Rust. Jake Guentzel plays well. The road to get there 
for them is going to be a little more difficult. I’m just 
wondering if they have enough behind-the-top guys.” 

Boston Bruins 
Average rating: 3.2 

Our panel’s view of Boston followed a very similar narrative 
as Pittsburgh: Proven stars that nobody wants to count out 
(Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak), 
goaltending that has potential but gives pause and a roster 
that isn’t as deep as the East’s top contenders. 
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“They’ve done so much better than I thought they were going 
to this year,” said one executive. “My question is after those 
guys (Bergeron, Pastrnak, Marchand), how does that group 
come through? I love McAvoy, I love Hampus Lindholm but 
it’s going to come down to Linus Ullmark and the supporting 
cast after the top guys.” 

Everybody agreed that Boston will be a tough out with 
legitimate upset potential. 

“They’re a hard team, they’re a heavy team. Their D is good, 
but a little small with someone like Matt Grzelcyk playing the 
minutes he is. Getting Lindholm was a big, big thing. I don’t 
think they can sustain it the whole playoffs but they can give 
teams fits for two rounds. If Swayman doesn’t let the 
pressure get to him like Jarry did a couple years ago, he’s a 
wild card. It’s a lot of pressure for a young guy like that, he’s 
handled it very well this year but if you’re facing Carolina, 
that’s tough.” 

Tier 4 

Nashville Predators 
Average rating: 3.6 

This is the tier where we get to older, experienced teams that 
have gone deep in the playoffs before but may not have the 
same oomph they once used to. Opinion was split on just 
how tough of a run they can give a contender in the first 
round. 

“Nashville’s a scary team, they can upset somebody. The 
goaltending is solid and they might have the best D core in 
the league,” said one executive — before Juuse Saros was 
injured on Tuesday and his playoff status became 
questionable. “And surprisingly their forwards have bounced 
back. With them, they could make some noise in the playoffs 
because they have great goaltending, they play good 
defense and their forwards have turned it around this year.” 

Others weren’t buying it. One of our panelists argued that 
Nashville doesn’t have the elite top tools to take games over 
that’s required to have success in the playoffs. 

“This team would be really lucky to win a round. I think they 
overachieved a little this year and I don’t know that they can 
find another gear once the playoffs start. You watch these 
teams that do really well in the playoffs and they raise their 
level of play once the playoffs start. I think Tanner Jeannot’s 
good but he’s topped out, I don’t know what more Mikael 
Granlund can do, what more Eeli Tolvanen can do, I don’t 
know what more Ryan Johansen or Colton Sissons can do. 
Matt Duchene is maybe the one who can raise his game the 
most. After Roman Josi, it’s just a solid, unspectacular D 
core.” 

Dallas Stars 
Average rating: 3.6 

Dallas is a divisive team when it comes to categorizing them. 

On one hand, the Stars are an incredibly top-heavy team 
offensively and have an unproven goalie situation. Two 
things that come up as red flags when it comes to slotting 
them in the playoff hierarchy. 

“What happens when the Joe Pavelski line gets checked out 
of a game? What happens when Jake Oettinger faces NHL 

playoff pressure for the first time?” one exec said. “When that 
happens and I’ve just lost a lot of faith in Tyler Seguin and 
Jamie Benn. Will anyone else show up?” 

On the other hand, Dallas is a veteran team with a strong 
defensive corps. The roster was effectively built for playoff 
hockey as opposed to the regular season, which makes 
them a prime candidate to frustrate and potentially beat 
some of the top teams. 

“They are the only team in the West I think I would actually 
consider picking against Colorado. I’d still be picking 
Colorado, to be clear, but Dallas to me is the team style-wise 
and roster-wise that can knock off the Avalanche. If you can 
knock off No. 1 potentially you have to be taken seriously,” 
an exec said. 

Colorado and Dallas met in the playoffs in 2020 in the bubble 
in Edmonton, that past history, however, should be thrown 
out according to one pollster. The Stars won that series. 

“Dallas and Montreal — never in the history of hockey would 
either one of those teams have made the Final if COVID 
didn’t happen. They got lucky in a perfect storm of an 
incomplete season and a fake run to the playoffs. Kudos to 
Dallas for getting to the Stanley Cup Final, but it was a fluke, 
it was a one-off. You saw them last year, you saw them this 
year.” 

Washington Capitals 
Average rating: 4 

There wasn’t a lot of love for the Capitals. It’s not that our 
panel thinks Washington’s a bad team, it’s just that they look 
overmatched relative to the stacked field of contenders in the 
East. 

“Sometimes I watch them like, ‘Oh my god these guys are 
good, they just look like world-beaters.’ And then I’ll watch 
them the next week and go ‘that doesn’t even look like the 
same team,'” said one executive. “They’ve got young 
goaltending (which is a concern). I feel like their year has 
been a bit of a roller coaster but they’ve still got Alex 
Ovechkin, Tom Wilson’s there so they can play that big, 
rugged style but I don’t like the matchups they’re going to 
have to play. Even in the last couple first rounds, I didn’t 
think they looked great.” 

One panelist, who rated Washington as Tier 3, said he had a 
good feeling about them but most felt the team is too 
inconsistent and loses too many positional battles on paper. 

“This feels like a throwaway year for Washington. They seem 
to have those years they just don’t seem to really care about 
the playoffs, and then use it as motivation in the next 
season.” 

Tier 5 

Los Angeles Kings 
Average rating: 5 

“Tier 5 should just be labeled the L.A. Kings Tier, right?” 

That pretty much sums up how our pollsters looked at the 
Kings, who surpassed nearly all expectations to be in the 
postseason in 2022. That includes internal goals — the 
Kings front office have been rather honest with themselves 
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behind closed doors that competing for the postseason was 
a couple of seasons away with the expected timeline for the 
rebuild. 

It’s something that makes L.A. one of the most interesting 
teams in these tiers. They are by far the least expected to 
make any noise in the postseason, but also one of the most 
universally praised at the same time. 

“I didn’t think they were going to make the playoffs. I think it’s 
a huge accomplishment that they got in — I love Kopitar — I 
love some of the guys they have, but without Doughty, you 
just watch their D and they’re young, they’ve struggled down 

the stretch. The goaltending’s played really well this year but 
I just think on the back end they’re still young. And even up 
front, they had the one line with all the young kids so they 
have some young forwards that are still figuring it out. I just 
don’t think they have enough.” 

“All credit to them to even being in the spot that we are even 
talking about them, if anything I think it makes them even 
more dangerous. That team has zero playoff expectations, 
someone with nothing to lose, that can catch people off 
guard.” 
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NHL picks, bets, lines: Latest odds for Leafs vs. Lightning, Bruins vs. Hurricanes, Blues vs 
Wild and Kings vs. Oilers 

The Stanley Cup Playoffs start Monday and the endless 
overtimes and drama that comes with it. The first four games 
feature the Maple Leafs that haven’t won a playoff series 
since 2004 taking on the two-time defending Stanley Cup 
Champion Lightning. In Carolina, No. 1 goalie Freddie 
Andersen won’t play against a tough Bruins team. 

Out west, two of the best teams in the NHL in the Minnesota 
Wild and St. Louis Blues start their series and the Kings and 
Oilers meet up in the nightcap. Can Connor McDavid 
translate his regular-season success to putting together a 
run at his first Stanley Cup? It all begins Monday. 

Monday’s NHL Playoffs schedule: 

 Game 1: Boston Bruins at Carolina Hurricanes — 7 
p.m. ET — ESPN, SN360 

 Game 1: Tampa Bay Lightning at Toronto Maple 
Leafs — 7:30 p.m. ET — ESPN2, CBC, SN 

 Game 1: St. Louis Blues at Minnesota Wild — 9:30 
p.m. ET — ESPN, SN360 

 Game 1: Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers — 
10 p.m. ET — ESPN2, CBC, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s 
writers will make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, 
the TV schedule and all series coverage, plus the latest 
odds, all in one place for fans to easily digest and follow. Our 
in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. Series 
previews by Dom Luszczyszyn  and Shayna Goldman. For 
live NHL odds from BetMGM, click here. 

Bruins at Hurricanes 

Carolina has been one of the NHL’s best teams all season, a 
picture of consistency thanks to a well-balanced group from 
top to bottom. The Hurricanes won the Metropolitan Division 
as a result of that effort, but in the Eastern Conference, there 
are no rewards for regular-season success. Every draw is 
tough, and unfortunately for the Hurricanes, they drew the 
big bad Bruins in Round 1. 

It’s a team that Carolina dominated during the regular 
season, but the playoffs are a different beast, one that 
Boston is well-versed in. The Bruins have come on strong in 
the second half, as they always do, and that leaves the 
series hanging in the balance. This unsurprisingly projects to 
be the tightest matchup of the opening round. 

Who will prevail? Flip a coin. 

Lightning at Maple Leafs 

The Maple Leafs just put up their best season in franchise 
history, earning 54 wins and 115 points. They were a 
regular-season powerhouse that showed they belong within 
the league’s upper echelon, finishing fourth in the standings. 

Their reward? The two-time defending Stanley Cup 
champions. Of course. 

It probably doesn’t matter who Toronto plays as the real 
season begins. The Leafs lost when they were heavy 
underdogs to Washington and Boston. They lost when they 
were neck-and-neck with Boston. And they lost when they 
were heavy favorites against Columbus and Montreal. It 
doesn’t matter who is on the other side because the Leafs’ 
biggest enemy is themselves. 

The odds do not matter. 

They’re a reflection of an unsentient model that does not 
know anything other than how well the Leafs have played 
over the last few regular seasons. Are the Leafs cursed? The 
model does not know. Do they know how to win when it 
counts? The model does not know. Do the Lightning have 
the ability to flip the switch now that the playoffs are here? 
The model does not know. 

Blues at Wild 

Under the NHL’s current playoff format, there have been 
many instances of unfair first-round matchups that feature 
two top teams that don’t deserve an early exit. This series 
between the sixth-ranked Wild and eighth-
ranked Blues certainly qualifies. 

It’s unjust for either side, but it should make for an incredibly 
entertaining series for the fans — one that’s sure to be 
fiercely fought and tightly contested. 

The Wild enter the series as heavy favorites, according to 
the model, expected to win the series 75 percent of the time. 
That’s a bold take for a team that’s 2-5-4 against the Blues 
over the past two seasons, and it’s worth noting that the 
model does not consider head-to-head matchups when 
estimating series probability. In most cases, it’s just noise. In 
this case? There may be something to the Blues having the 
Wild’s number. 

The other caveat to the odds is the difficulty that comes with 
modeling both of these teams, specifically using public 
expected goals. 

For the Wild, it’s a matter of rink bias making them look 
worse offensively and better defensively than they actually 
are. Minnesota is still an elite defensive team, just maybe not 
at this level. For the Blues, it’s their passing ability that 
creates better offensive chances than is shown in public 
expected goals. According to SportLogiq, their expected 
goals percentage at five-on-five is two percentage points 
higher than the public models suggest (48.6 percent, 
per Evolving-Hockey). 

Kings at Oilers 

At various times this season, it felt like both 
the Oilers and Kings might not even get to this point. 

The Kings started the year as playoff long shots despite a 
strong offseason and they dealt with plenty of injuries along 
the way. The Oilers started strong, but floundered near the 
middle of the season. But after a season filled with ups and 
downs, they’re both here. The Kings rallied after losing their 
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best defender to injury, while the Oilers came alive down the 
stretch after a change behind the bench. 

Edmonton has looked like a well-oiled machine since the 
coaching change, a team that looks among the best in the 
West. Los Angeles’ turn to be that will come one day with the 

young core the team has amassed, but that day is likely not 
this year. 

The Kings are more than just happy to be here, but they still 
enter this series as heavy underdogs. 

With Freddie Andersen out for Game 1, who will the Hurricanes turn to in net? 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes won’t have their potential Vezina finalist in 
net for Game 1 of the playoffs, at least. It’s still not clear who 
will be. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour told the media at PNC Arena on 
Sunday that Freddie Andersen, the team’s ace all season, 
will not be starting against the Bruins on Monday. 

“It’s not going to be Freddie tomorrow, I can tell you that,” he 
said. “He touched the ice today. You can take what you want 
out of that.” 

Andersen has been out of the lineup with a left leg injury 
since April 17, and while sources have said he’s expected 
back for the playoffs at some point, there has been a 
hesitance to provide a timeline. The Hurricanes don’t want to 
rush him back, regardless of his excellent season and great 
numbers against the Bruins. They want a goalie who’s 100 
percent. 

“It’s a tough time to get hurt. This is where the fun begins,” 
Andersen said Sunday after being awarded team MVP. “I still 
have some work to do before I get back. It’s not as 
straightforward for me as it is with other positions. In my 
position, I have to be in a lot of different positions. But I’m 
doing my best to try to come back and help the guys. I’m 
progressing a little bit in terms of some movements I’m trying 
to do, but nothing close to what I would like to do out there 
yet. But another day in the books of trying to get better and 
trying to get back.” 

The tandem of Andersen and Antti Raanta won the Jennings 
Trophy this season, presented each year to goaltenders 
having played at least 25 games for the team allowing the 
fewest goals. 

Raanta has been solid for the Canes this season, as well, 
ending the regular season with a .912 save percentage and 
a 2.45 goals-against average. He’s played in relief five times 
throughout his playoff history, but if Raanta is named Game 
1 starter, it would be the first time in his nine NHL seasons 
he’d get the nod. 

“Obviously, that’s pretty much the goal when you play 
hockey — you want to play these games,” he said Sunday. 
“It’s going to be exciting. I think the whole team is excited. At 
the same time, you’re trying to focus on the right things — 
don’t get too excited and start overplaying, things like that. 
Preparing like it’s a (regular) hockey game.” 

When asked if Raanta will be the starter, Brind’Amour said 
“maybe.” Was that him being coy, or does Pyotr Kochetkov 
have a chance? 

The Canes called up Kochetkov, March’s AHL goalie of the 
month, due to Andersen’s injury, and he has become an 

unexpected cult hero in just three games. He’s gone 3-0-0, 
played a back-to-back because of a minor Raanta injury, and 
has shown real technical skill and growing confidence in a 
short amount of time. 

“He kind of reminds me a little bit of the (great) Russian 
goalies right now,” Andersen said. “His stance and his 
explosiveness. It’s been fun to watch. It’s always cool to see 
guys get their start. A good memory for him to win that first 
game and ride on the next couple games.” 

Kochetkov carries himself with a blissful confidence 
Brind’Amour playfully referred to as “not knowing any better.” 
Part of that is being thrown into the NHL and immediately 
succeeding, but part of that is the language barrier, as 
Kochetkov doesn’t speak English. He’s leaned on Canes 
scout Sergei Samsonov and now Andrei Svechnikov for 
translations. 

“He’s funny in English, but in Russian he’s a little more 
serious,” Svechnikov told The Athletic. “I think he’s a great 
goalie, and he’s going to be huge for us. He feels confident 
in the locker room, and all the guys like him. … All the guys 
come to me and ask me to tell him (stuff). It’s easy and fun 
and reminds me of those years I couldn’t really speak 
English. It’s kind of hard for him, but I try my best to help 
him.” 

If Kochetkov gets a start, of course, it wouldn’t be the first 
time a Hurricanes rookie goalie took over in the playoffs. 
Brind’Amour was the captain in 2006 when Cam Ward 
stepped into the net and led the Canes on a Cup run. 

“There’s certain goalies teams play for and they rally 
around,” Wolves GM Wendell Young told The Athletic. “I 
think he’s one of those guys. … He sees the game a certain 
way, he plays it a certain way, and it works. Of course, there 
are certain things that need to be tweaked in time, but when 
a goalie’s feeling good, you don’t touch him.” 

Who the Canes name the starter tomorrow will reveal a bit 
about their mentality. On one hand, you’ve got Raanta, who 
has been pretty consistent and deserving all season. On the 
other, you’ve got an exciting rookie and a coach who won a 
Stanley Cup on the back of a similar situation. 

“I think that sometimes negativity can be a rallying point,” 
former Cane and Bruin Aaron Ward told The Athletic. “And 
what I mean by that is sometimes knowing you’re going into 
it a little bit imperfect, not knowing if Andersen is going in 
there, maybe going in with a rookie Russian goalie. There’s a 
lot of getting accustomed, I think, for the team that could be, 
if used effectively by the coaching staff, a rallying moment for 
this team early on. You’ve been handed a perfect opportunity 
of getting close together as a team.” 
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2022 NHL playoff preview: Bruins vs. Hurricanes 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Shayna Goldman 

Carolina has been one of the NHL’s best teams all season, a 
picture of consistency thanks to a well-balanced group from 
top to bottom. The Hurricanes won the Metropolitan Division 
as a result of that effort, but in the Eastern Conference, there 
are no rewards for regular-season success. Every draw is 
tough, and unfortunately for the Hurricanes, they drew the 
big bad Bruins in Round 1. 

It’s a team that Carolina dominated during the regular 
season, but the playoffs are a different beast, one that 
Boston is well-versed in. The Bruins have come on strong in 
the second half, as they always do, and that leaves the 
series hanging in the balance. This unsurprisingly projects to 
be the tightest matchup of the opening round. 

Who will prevail? Flip a coin. 

The odds here are virtually 50-50 and an extra percentage 
point lean toward Boston might as well be a rounding error. 
This will be a tightly contested matchup based on the talent 
on each roster. 

But there are three arguments that suggest it might not be as 
tight as the model predicts — and only one works in 
Carolina’s favor. That would be the season series going 
decisively to Carolina — a sweep in commanding fashion. 
That’s not accounted for here, and the small sample may not 
be representative of what’s to come. The playoffs are 
different, and the two arguments against Carolina are a bit 
more concerning. 

The first is the heavy-hockey element. Carolina is feisty, but 
the Bruins are bigger and more physical, and if that’s a factor 
in this series, it will push it in Boston’s direction. 

The other argument is much more concerning: Frederik 
Andersen’s potential absence could be a problem for 
Carolina. It’s looking very unlikely he’ll be available for Game 
1, and the odds here reflect that … and only that. If he 
misses Game 2 and beyond, the series drifts further and 
further in Boston’s direction. Goaltending was one of 
Carolina’s potential advantages in this series, and the 
absence of Andersen throws a wrench into that. 

If he’s not available for a majority of this series, it’s going to 
be an uphill battle. Still, it’s one Carolina has built up all 
season for. The Hurricanes were the division winners for a 
reason. They’re a team the model likely underrates. They 
have the tools, talent and system to prevail. 

Carolina is legitimately one of the best teams in the league 
on both ends of the ice, by the numbers. The Corsi Canes 
earned their nickname all season long and matched that 
volume shooting with quality chances. They finished the 
regular season on a high, with one of the best shot rates in 
the league at five-on-five and one of the best expected goal 
rates at five-on-five. 

But they’re going against one of the best teams at shutting 
down offense. Boston keeps its opponents out of the home 
plate area, insulating its goaltenders from quality shots at the 
best rate in the league – something the Bruins maintained 

over the last month of play. That stout defense will be tested 
against an aggressive offensive team. 

The Bruins aren’t the only strong defensive team in this 
matchup, though. The Hurricanes have been the No. 1 team 
at limiting their opponents’ shots and have taken strides in 
protecting the scoring areas over the past month of play. 
They’re going to need to keep that up with their current 
goaltending situation, which has unsurprisingly led to a 
higher rate of goals allowed in recent weeks. 

While Boston is a good team offensively — and has 
improved over the past month in its below-the-surface 
numbers — it’s not quite at the overwhelming level of the 
Hurricanes. The Bruins have suffered through one of the 
lowest shooting percentages in the league, though. The 
expectation should be for that to rebound closer to the mean 
because they have the finishing talent — and that could 
prove tricky with Carolina’s goaltending in mind. 

Neither team has had too much luck on the power play, 
especially as of late. The Hurricanes create more than their 
opponents but haven’t had the results to show for it, with an 
actual goals rate of 3.91 per 60 minutes when the expected 
rate is closer to nine. It could help that the Bruins’ penalty 
killing has slipped a bit lately. 

Boston’s star-studded power play hasn’t quite produced the 
expected results, and that’ll be hard to change matching up 
against the league’s best penalty kill. The Hurricanes take a 
lot of penalties, but they’ve managed to mitigate the damage 
with a true power kill that drives play out of their own zone 
and creates chaos for their opponent. The team does the 
work in front of the net to ease the workload of its 
goaltenders. They just need the goaltenders to respond well 
to it. 

Goaltending is going to be a focal point in this series for the 
Hurricanes. Andersen’s bounce-back season has landed him 
second in the league with more than 28 goals saved above 
expected. Private models that account for pre-shot 
movement show a lower number than the one based on 
public data, but they still hold him as one of the better 
goaltenders in the league. He’s projected to be worth four 
wins, a big upgrade from Antti Raanta’s 1.6. 

Raanta is a fine backup and saved 7.8 more goals than 
expected this season, but he has durability concerns as well. 
The other option is Pyotr Kochetkov, who is an unproven 
commodity with just three games of NHL experience to his 
name. With the Hurricanes’ defense playing at such a high 
level, average netminding could be enough — but that’s 
something that’s tricky to bet on when going up against the 
star power of the Bruins. 

Even without Andersen, the Hurricanes hold the goaltending 
edge, though. Boston’s goalie situation looks fluid, as well, 
with both Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman looking like 
viable options. The duo split the net evenly this season, with 
41 games apiece, and Ullmark came out on top with a .917 
save percentage and 2.4 goals allowed above expected. 
That should mean he gets the first crack at the starter’s role 
in Game 1, as Swayman sported a .913 save percentage 
and allowed 3.7 goals above expected. Either way, it’s a 
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weakness for the team — one that would’ve been easier to 
exploit if Carolina didn’t have its own goaltending issues to 
worry about. 

In front of the goalies are two very strong defenses led by 
two of the best all-around defenders in the league, Jaccob 
Slavin and Charlie McAvoy. 

Slavin’s one of the best shutdown defenders in the league, 
even though he doesn’t fit the traditional one-dimensional, 
physical build that can be expected of that role. He’s actually 
one of the least physical defensemen in the league, using his 
positioning and stick to close off lanes to incoming 
opponents, retrieve pucks and turn play around. Few can 
clear the zone as effectively as Slavin. And there’s a 
discipline to his game that makes him all the more effective; 
he has just five minor infractions across a 79-game season. 
That all carries over to the penalty kill, as well, as he has one 
of the largest shorthanded impacts in the league. 

What holds his projected value back is his play on the other 
side of the ice. The Hurricanes are still a strong offensive 
team with him deployed, but he doesn’t have the point totals 
of other No. 1 defensemen in the league — not at five-on-five 
or on the power play, where he plays on the second unit. 

The offensive aspects are left to his partner, Tony DeAngelo, 
who took the place of Dougie Hamilton on that top pairing. 
Together, Slavin and DeAngelo are worth about 5.2 
projected wins, which does stack up well against the Bruins’ 
leading duo. However, the model does tend to overrate the 
offense DeAngelo brings, so that may project more value 
than the Hurricanes will actually get. Still, DeAngelo has had 
a fine season alongside Slavin, who can mitigate the 
defensive lapses in his game and remain steady when 
DeAngelo opts to rove up the ice. His time away from the 
shutdown defenseman is another story entirely. The pair has 
earned a 60 percent expected goals rate in their time 
together. 

The key for DeAngelo is going to be taking inspiration from 
his partner’s disciplined game when the pressure rises in the 
playoffs. While he drew 11 minors, he still ended the year 
with a negative differential. Carolina may have an elite 
penalty kill, but it needs to try to limit its time against the 
Bruins’ power play. 

McAvoy’s value used to carry the same issues as Slavin — 
lessened by a lack of points, thanks to being stuck on the 
second power-play unit. Last season, he was right around 
2.8 wins himself, but he took a massive step forward in 2021-
22 as his offensive game blossomed and he continued to 
grow into arguably the game’s best shutdown defenceman. 
By GSVA, only Cale Makar provided more value to his team 
among defenders than McAvoy’s five wins of value, and 
much of that came on the defensive side of the puck. 
McAvoy’s defensive rating was nearly 10 goals better than 
the next best defenseman. 

While that’s partially because of his incredible smarts and 
defensive zone instincts, it’s also in part because of his 
terrific ability to move the puck up ice. McAvoy commands 
the pace of play better than anyone at five-on-five, earning a 
63 percent expected goals rate on the season. Among 
defenders who’ve played 1,000 minutes, it’s the third-highest 
mark since 2007-08. The duel between him and Slavin as to 

who can push play more effectively will be a treat to watch 
for those following closely. 

It goes beyond those two, though, as both teams have pretty 
strong defensive depth, creating a stacked top four on both 
sides. 

For the Hurricanes’ second pair, that’s Brady Skjei and Brett 
Pesce. Gone are the days when Carolina stacked its top two 
on the same pairing; instead the Hurricanes are able to split 
their two best defensive defenders in the top four. Pesce can 
be counted on to hold the blue line, not allowing many 
entries against or chances off of the entries that do slip by. 
This has proven to be a better position for Skjei compared to 
his last couple of years in New York. 

The Bruins’ top four is augmented by Matt Grzelcyk and 
Brandon Carlo, who are both terrific at shutting down teams. 
Grzelcyk has spent a lot of the year with McAvoy, and the 
duo put up some ridiculous numbers together, but his small 
frame may mean sliding down to the second pair in the 
playoffs. He pairs nicely with Carlo, adding some much-
needed puck-moving utility to the combo. Carlo defends well, 
but the rest of his game is lacking. He’s at his best with a 
player who has Grzelcyk’s skillset, and Carlo’s size should 
help shield the small-statured defender. 

Grzelcyk’s size is likely one reason Boston prioritized getting 
another top-four defender at the deadline. The Bruins paid a 
hefty price to acquire Hampus Lindholm, but he’s fit like a 
glove so far next to McAvoy on the top pair, allowing 
Grzelcyk to shift away from top matchups. Lindholm looked 
like a player in decline with Anaheim, but he’s been 
rejuvenated in Boston. In 131 minutes with McAvoy and 
Lindholm together, the Bruins earned two-thirds of the 
expected goals and outscored opponents 12-3. Lindholm’s 
presence makes the team’s defense much deeper. 

The defense is mostly a wash, but the edge up front belongs 
to Boston thanks to the team’s star power. As long as Patrice 
Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak continue to 
play elite-level hockey, that’s a story that won’t change. 

The Bruins split the trio up this year, a move that’s paid 
pretty big dividends in adding balance to their attack. 
Bergeron and Marchand have continued to crush minutes no 
matter who’s on the right side while Pastrnak has been 
allowed to feast on secondary competition. It’s a matchup 
nightmare. 

What Bergeron and Marchand have accomplished this 
season has been really special with the duo earning 70 
percent of the expected goals while playing together. 
Seventy. That’s an unheard of mark over 700 or so minutes 
as the dynamic duo’s chemistry continues to grow and 
evolve. They own the puck and that’s thanks to Marchand’s 
dynamic ability with it and Bergeron’s smarts away from it. 
The latter looks like a shoo-in for his record fifth Selke after 
putting up the best defensive numbers of an already 
illustrious career. Together, this duo allows only 1.47 
expected goals against per 60. It’s going to be very difficult 
for Carolina to get by these two. 

That the duo can impose their will on anyone regardless of 
the man on the right side is a luxury for Boston because it 
means freeing up Pastrnak to drive his own line. And he has. 
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The second line has also been dominant this year and 
though Pastrnak started slow offensively he eventually found 
his form ending the season with 77 points in 72 games – and 
getting back to the 40-goal mark. He’s a pure sniper, but 
there’s more to his game than that. You don’t play for so long 
with Bergeron and Pastrnak without picking up a few things, 
and his on-ice numbers are still sparkling this season, 
despite the time apart from that duo. For the year he had a 
59 percent expected goals rate. 

Between Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho, the 
Hurricanes have some elite talent of their own leading their 
forward group. It’s just not on Boston’s level. Aho’s a high-
end two-way center whose disruptive game can make a 
difference in this series. Aggressive forechecking is a 
defining characteristic of this Carolina team, as represented 
by the play of its top center. Aho can create offense off the 
rush, or recover dump-ins and move play back up the ice to 
spark cycle plays. He’s likely going to see a heavy dose of 
the Bruins’ best, seeing as he goes up against top 
competition consistently. 

On the wing, there’s Svechnikov, who set career highs with 
30 goals and 69 points on the season in 78 games. Through 
each year of his NHL career so far, he’s been a force at five-
on-five in the offensive zone, driving to that net-front area. 
He’s a creative player offensively, with the hands to do some 
damage in this series with his passing or finishing ability. 
Lately, Aho and Svechnikov have been playing together on 
the top line, alongside rookie Seth Jarvis, driving play to a 
tune of a 57.7 percent expected goals rate, which they’ve 
been matching with actual results. 

While the Svechnikov-Aho duo puts in the work that can 
make them such a difficult opponent to match up against, 
they still project to fall short of the Bruins’ elite, with a 
collective projected value of six wins to their nine. 

Regardless, there’s still high-end talent below that top line in 
Carolina, with Teuvo Teravainen, whose effective two-way 
play continues to go under the radar, and Vincent Trocheck 
down the middle. The pair can match up in value to Taylor 
Hall and Erik Haula, but Boston blows them out of the water 
with Pastrnak rounding out the group versus deadline 
acquisition Max Domi for the Hurricanes. 

Boston’s top six is scary beyond the big three. Hall isn’t what 
he once was but remains a top-line-caliber winger, scoring 
61 points this season while being his usual dominant self at 
five-on-five. He was Boston’s best player at entering the 
zone with control and was one of the league’s best players 
off the rush. He attacks with speed, which blends nicely with 
Pastrnak’s skill-set. There was a big question mark in the 
wake of David Krejci’s departure over who could fill his shoes 
and it seems Haula has been able to do just that, paired with 
two strong wingers. Since the promotion, he’s been 
incredibly productive, looking close to the player he once 
was at his peak. He scored 2.23 points per 60 at five-on-five 
this year, a first-line rate. 

Haula’s resurgence has been a blessing for Boston, 
considering he was acquired at the bargain bin during the 
offseason, but he isn’t the only one. Jake DeBrusk’s bounce-
back campaign has been a big story in Boston, and he’s 
back to looking like a legitimate top-six talent. He struggled 

mightily in Boston’s bottom six, but put him with some 
talented players and he can thrive. His ability to hold his own 
next to Bergeron and Marchand was the key to Boston 
finding more balance in the top six. His speed and tenacity 
make him an excellent forechecker. 

Below that top six, the depth advantage goes to the 
Hurricanes. That’s why Carolina may be hoping the output 
from its forward group can be greater than the sum of the 
parts. While there isn’t that same level of high-end talent, all 
four lines can try to wear down the Bruins’ best. Throughout 
the bottom six, there are players who can use the body to 
separate players from the puck and embody that “heavy” 
style of hockey that the playoffs are known for. 

The Hurricanes’ third line can grind it out against top players 
and create offense off the forecheck and will likely be 
deployed to pressure the Bruins’ top six, along with the Aho 
line. They create quality over quantity offense and are 
incredibly stingy back in their own zone, which has helped 
them outscore opponents 34-13. Together, they’re projected 
to be worth 5.1 wins, while Boston’s third line is at 2.9 
collectively. 

Nino Niederreiter adds a scoring touch to the third line, 
alongside defensive center Jordan Staal. Jesper Fast is the 
ideal utility player whose playing style has meshed well with 
the Hurricanes over the past two seasons. He’s one of the 
best defensive forwards in the league, and while not an 
offensive generator himself, has shown that he can slot up 
higher in the lineup to skate alongside top players when 
asked. When a team looks to a two-way player to stabilize a 
scoring line, there’s a difference between bringing defense at 
the expense of offense and legitimately keeping up. Fast falls 
into the latter category, which makes him very useful, and 
he’s currently slotted in the most appropriate position for his 
skill set. 

Carolina has options for its fourth line, too. Martin Necas has 
slid down the lineup to play with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and 
Jordan Martinook. Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz are 
available if the coaches opt to mix things up — both would 
project higher than veteran Martinook if they slot in his place. 
Any combination of these players will uphold the Hurricanes’ 
quintessential style of play. Their presence over Necas, 
however, is a step down in value. 

The Bruins aren’t a completely top-heavy team, but going up 
against Carolina makes the bottom six look like a real issue. 

The always underrated Craig Smith was a second-line 
mainstay last season and has remained effective lower in the 
lineup, but he’s the only needle-mover here. He’s a pure 
volume shooter, which pairs well with Charlie Coyle’s modest 
playmaking ability. Though his point totals may not look 
impressive, Smith’s efficiency remains top-notch, as he 
scored 1.04 goals per 60 minutes at five-on-five and 2.07 
points per 60. The former ranked fourth on the team and 
64th leaguewide. That’s impressive for someone on the third 
line. And, of course, he maintained his usual ability in driving 
play, with a 57 percent expected goals rate. 

That’s fine, but the rest leaves a lot to be desired. The 
bottom trio was outscored heavily this year and has a hard 
time creating offense. That puts more pressure on the top six 
to score. 
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Coyle’s play on the third line is a bigger issue, though, as his 
52 percent expected goals rate, while fine in a vacuum, was 
one of the worst marks on the team. In each of the past two 
seasons, the Bruins have been significantly better without 
him on the ice — and while that’s obvious based on who else 
is on the team, the degree of it is a bit alarming. His scoring 
picked up a bit this season, which is a plus, and he played 
fine with Smith, but his inability to drive play might be a 
liability in this series. 

The bottom line 

This is the closest series of the first round, and your 
preferred outcome may depend on what you value most. If 
it’s high-end talent and star power, then it’s hard not to like 
what Boston has to offer. Very few teams can stack up to a 
quartet of Marchand, Bergeron, Pastrnak and McAvoy, and 

the Hurricanes aren’t one of them. If it’s depth and a 
complete team effort you think will take a team far, then it’s 
hard not to like Carolina’s roster. The Hurricanes have fewer 
holes and a more balanced group overall. 

The biggest X-factor will come between the pipes, though. If 
Andersen can return quickly and be the dominant presence 
he was during the season, that’s an edge for Carolina over a 
very inexperienced goalie tandem. But the more games he 
misses, the more it’s advantage Bruins, whose deficiency in 
net wouldn’t be as large, leaving a more talented roster to 
take center stage. 

It’s going to be a tantalizing series to watch between two 
relatively even teams. May the best one win. 
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Category 5: Naming rights, Hurricanes awards and goalies 

By Cory Lavalette  

The playoffs are finally here, and in the lead up the 
Hurricanes took care of a partnership announcement, put in 
two days of practice and kept things murky on the goaltender 
situation. 

1. The players had a day off Friday, but coach Rod 
Brind’Amour and GM Don Waddell were both at Wake 
Competition Center to introduce the team’s Morrisville 
practice facility as Invisalign Arena. 

This isn’t a surprise to anyone who has a kid playing hockey 
in the area as the two-sheet facility has been branded with 
the Invisalign logo for a while now, but Friday made it official. 

“I think it’s been a huge asset for our group,” Brind’Amour 
said of the facility. “Just take a look at it — it has anything we 
need, and there’s no excuses left.” 

On top of the two ice surfaces, the Hurricanes have access 
to a state-of-the-art gym and training room along with a 
locker room that is similar to the one the team uses at PNC 
Arena. If you have ever been to the old Raleigh Center Ice, 
the team’s former practice facility, let me just say this is a 
biiiiig upgrade. 

Waddell also said the Hurricanes will host the NHL Prospect 
Showcase in September, a four-team tournament held 
annually between the Hurricanes, Panthers, Lightning and 
Predators. Games will be held both at Invisalign and PNC 
arenas, but hosting the event doesn’t happen without the 
new practice facility. 

“It’ll be another great showcase for us here to represent this 
Triangle region,” Waddell said. 

Speaking of PNC Arena, naming rights on the nearly 23-
year-old building are up in August and the team is in 
negotiation with PNC Bank and others on what Waddell 
suspects will be a seven-year agreement. 

“We’re in dialogue with not only PNC but other companies 
right now,” Waddell said, “and not only in the Triangle area 
but nationally. … We have several — four or five — that are 
looking at it hard.” 

Waddell said things should become clearer “in the next 
couple months.” 

The previous 20-year agreement was worth $20 million per 
year. 

2. The mystery man heading into this postseason is Carolina 
goalie Frederik Andersen, who was injured April 16 and 
hasn’t been on the ice since. 

Until Sunday. 

Brind’Amour said Andersen “touched the ice” the day before 
Game 1, and Andersen agreed that was the right way to 
describe the next step in his rehab. 

“I’m progressing a little bit in terms of some of the 
movements that I’m trying to do,” he said. “Nothing really 
close to what I would like to do out there yet. But another day 
in the books and trying to get better and try to get back.” 

Getting back on the ice is usually the first concrete step 
toward a player returning. Usually, an injured player will 
skate apart from the team for a while, return to practice and 
then get the green light to come back as long as there are no 
setbacks. 

Andersen said the requirements for a goalie are a little 
different. 

“I still have some work to do to get back because it’s not as 
straightforward for me as most positions. … Given my 
position, I have to be in a lot of different positions with my 
body,” he said. 

3. Teams are generally tight-lipped about injuries, and 
players who are hurt are usually not made available to the 
media. 

But Andersen was nice enough to speak to members of the 
Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association after we voted him the Hurricanes’ MVP for the 
2021-22 season. 

There was pretty of grumbling after Alex Nedeljkovic, a 
Calder Trophy finalist last year, was traded and Andersen 
was brought in as the lead dog of Carolina’s new two-headed 
goalie tandem. 

Andersen had come off a rough time in Toronto, losing his 
starting job to Jack Campbell while battling injury and 
navigating the pandemic. 

“It’s been a couple of tough years up there,” Andersen said. 
“I think, me personally, it was tough going through the whole 
pandemic up there. … It’s been nice to come down here and 
kind of get back on track and play well.” 

The move has proven wise: Andersen is a Vezina Trophy 
contender, while Nedeljkovic hovered near a .900 save 
percentage most of the season. Part of that is the team 
playing in front of the two goalies, but Andersen came into 
the season having received Vezina votes before (2017-18 
and 2018-19). That’s something none of the other four 
goalies — Antti Raanta, Petr Mrazek, James Reimer and 
Nedeljkovic — can claim. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 2, 2022 

 

He teamed with Raanta this season to win the William M. 
Jennings Trophy given to the goaltenders (minimum of 25 
games) on the team that allows the fewest goals during the 
regular season. 

Andersen already has the team MVP award and Jennings in 
his back pocket. He’s a good bet to be a finalist for the 
Vezina too. 

4. Monday’s Game 1 starter will be making his first career 
playoff start. For both teams. 

Boston’s Jeremy Swayman and Carolina’s Pyotr Kochetkov, 
as rookies, would have been unlikely to have started a 
playoff game before now, though that’s not impossible — 
Nedeljkovic made nine starts for the Hurricanes last year in 
the postseason and was still a considered a rookie this 
season. 

Either way, neither have. 

Normally, two goalies who have a combined 384 NHL games 
would have started a playoff game. Linus Ullmark — who 
was named the Bruins’ starter for Monday’s game — spent 
six playoff-free years in Buffalo before coming to Boston. 

Raanta has played in the playoffs — five games, actually — 
but all his appearances were in relief. Three came in 2016 
when he was with the Rangers in New York’s first round exit 
against Pittsburgh, and the other two were in Arizona in 2020 
when he twice relieved Darcy Kuemper in another opening 
round loss, this time against Colorado. 

Brind’Amour said he prefers it this way. 

“I actually think it’s positive in a lot of ways because of the 
excitement level,” Brind’Amour said. “I think for Rants, he’s 
been around a long time and I’m sure he’s been really 
hungry to have this opportunity.” 

Brind’Amour is right — Raanta has been waiting. 

“That’s pretty much the goal when you play hockey, you want 
to play these games,” Raanta said, “and it’s gonna be 
exciting.” 

The Hurricanes could also throw the Bruins a curveball and 
go with Kochetkov. 

“I think if we go the other way, we got a kid that doesn’t know 
any better,” Brind’Amour said. “So he’s just happy to be 
playing, and I don’t even think he would be fazed.” 

We’ll know soon if he gets the call in Game 1. 

5. Andrei Svechnikov received the other award handed out 
by the Carolina PHWA, the Josef Vasicek Award. The annual 
award is given to the player who exhibits outstanding 
cooperation with the local media. 

Svechnikov’s work ethic is already legendary, but what most 
don’t know is he worked just as hard to become a fluent 
English speaker. 

In his first two seasons, back when media were in the locker 
room, Svechnikov would often pull aside media members to 
get clarification on questions he was asked so he could 
better understand. 

Svechnikov always greets the media with a smile and 
answers questions, even the tough ones, honestly. 

Other players — ones who would also be worthy of the 
award — might talk longer, give better sound bites or be 
more eloquent, but no one tries harder to make our jobs a 
little easier. 

He even offered to be our translator for Kochetkov, whose 
English is still a work in progress. 

“It’s kind of fun,” Svechnikov said of helping Kochetkov adapt 
by being his de facto translator. “It reminds me of those 
years when I couldn’t really speak English. It’s kind of hard 
for him, but I try my best to help him and I’m going to keep 
doing that.” 
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Gold: Round 1, Game 1 preview. You again? 

By Adam Gold 

For the 5th time in Carolina Hurricanes history – and the 3rd 
in the last four years – the Boston Bruins stand in the way of 
advancing in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. It’s a rivalry that 
dates back to the franchise’s roots in Hartford, but even 
without their shared New England residence this matchup 
would resonate based on playoff meetings. 

The first two happened in a different lifetime, the first in 1998, 
with Boston winning in 6 games in the opening round. 11 
years later, the Hurricanes stunned the Bruins in the 
conference semi finals on a Game 7 overtime rebound goal 
from Scott Walker. 

It was the ultimate insult to injury for the Boston faithful as 
Walker would become notorious in Boston for more than just 
the goal. 

The last two meetings have appeared one-sided. And, in 
terms of the scoreboard, there’s no denying that fact. In 
2019, in the Eastern Conference Finals, Boston swept the 
Hurricanes in a series that might be remembered for Brad 
Marchand’s mocking of Canes captain Justin Williams. 

But, that series might have gone in a different direction had 
the Canes finished the job in a Game 1 in which they held 
the lead in the 3rd period. Alas, they didn’t and the Bruins 
ultimately won the series thanks to a 7-1 edge in power play 
goals. The following season, in the Toronto bubble, it was a 
more evenly played series albeit with the same result. The 
Bruins advanced in five games. 

Two years later, separated by a pandemic season in which 
the two teams never played, the Hurricanes got the better of 
the Bruins in a big way. Carolina swept the season series 3-
0-0, outscoring Boston 15-1 (5-1 on the power play) in the 
process. Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei 
Svechnikov combined for 16 points (6g, 10a) in the sweep 
while Frederik Andersen stopped 98 of the 99 shots he saw. 

None of that matters a lick right now. Especially the 
Andersen portion of the equation as Carolina’s top 
goaltender is not expected back until the latter portion of this 
series, if that. Andersen still has not skated since suffering a 
lower body injury three weeks ago in Colorado forcing head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour to decide between veteran backup 
Antti Raanta and precocious rookie Pyotr Kochetkov for 
Game 1. 

In net for the Bruins will either be Linus Ullmark or Jeremy 
Swayman. Statistically speaking, there is little difference 
between the two as they’re both more than capable 
goaltenders backing up one of the best defensive teams in 
the league. Each has started 39 games this year with 
Ullmark having a slight edge in save percentage (.917 to 

.914) and Goals Saved Above Average (a metric that judges 
how many goals you prevent over an the NHL average) at 
10.8. 

The difference in this series is likely going to be determined 
down the middle. These are two of the best face off teams in 
the league. Boston was 3rd best this year at 54.2% with the 
Hurricanes next best at 53.9%. Patrice Bergeron was the 
best in the league in the circle, winning more than 900 draws 
and 61.9% overall. Jordan Staal was comfortably in the top 
10 at 57.3%. 

After Bergeron, Erik Haula (53.9%), Charlie Coyle (49.1%) 
and Thomas Nosek (53.8%) should line up behind Bergeron, 
while Vincent Trocheck (54.6), Sebastian Aho (52.4) and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi (51.2) follow their captain. 

The Bruins are still led by Bergeron, Brad Marchand (32 
goals and 80 points in 70 games) and David Pastrnak, who 
led the team with 40 goals in 72 games this year. Jake 
DeBrusk went from asking for a trade to scoring 18 goals in 
his final 34 games. He ended the year with 25 goals and has 
been “a first line player every night” according to his head 
coach, Bruce Cassidy. 

Maybe that’s what you get when you play with Bergeron and 
Marchand every night. Or, maybe Martin Necas should 
demand a trade. 

Worth watching is that Necas has not practiced since the 
season finale. Brind'Amour called it rest, as Svechnikov and 
Max Domi were also on that same "rest" list. But, the 
Hurricanes have forward depth to cover the absense of 
Necas if he's unable to get to the post for the opener. That 
isn't to say that he's disposable. Martin has become one of 
the Canes' top penalty killing forwards, plays on the second 
power play unit and has game-changing speed and skill. 
Plus, paired with Kotkaniemi on a 4th linehe should pose 
problems for against bottom pair six forwards and the last 
two defensemen. 

Series line: Carolina -115/Boston -105. Game 1: Carolina -
120/Boston Even. O/U: 5.5 goals. 

Game 1 is Monday at 7:00 with coverage starting on 99.9 the 
Fan at 6:00 with a special, 1-hour edition of Storm Watch 
w/Dennis Cox. All postseason games will be preceded by a 
1-hour pregame show and the first three games are all 
scheduled for a 7:00 start. Game 2 will be Wednesday at 
PNC Arena with the series shifting to Boston for games 3 
and 4, Friday and Sunday. 

Sunday’s game is set for a 12:30 face off. If necessary, 
games 5-7 are scheduled for Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. Follow the Canes Corner Podcast wherever you 
get your podcasts.  
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Round One Preview: Canes vs. Bruins 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes will open their 
quest for the Stanley Cup against the Boston Bruins on 
Monday. 

Regular Season Records 

Carolina: 54-20-8 

Boston: 51-26-5 

Head-To-Head Meetings 

 Thursday, October 28: Frederik Andersen records 
his first shutout as a member of the Canes, Carolina 
advances to 6-0-0. 

 Tuesday, January 18: Carolina scores five in the 
first period, guiding their way to a 7-1 victory. 

 Tuesday, February 10: Andersen records another 
shutout as the Canes complete the season sweep 
of the Bruins, 6-0. 

The Story, In Short 

The Canes beat Boston decisively in all three meetings this 
season, outscoring them 16-1. 

For as dangerous and skilled of a team as Boston is, 
Carolina handled business and flexed their muscles along 
the way. 

Taking Shots 

The Canes biggest strong suit all year was their ability to 
keep the puck out of the back of their net. Finishing with a 
league-low 202 goals against, one key reasoning for that 
was allowing a league-low 28.2 shots against per game. 

However, although they only recorded one goal in three 
games, Boston still found a way to get an average of 33 
shots on goal in their three meetings with the Canes this 
season. Their high volume was not just for their contests 
against Carolina though, their 36.1 shots-per-night over the 
course of 82 games ranks second in the league - only behind 
Florida. 

From the above we can infer that while Carolina's goal 
scoring was an imperative factor in the team's success 
against Boston, the goaltending was almost equally as 
important. 

Where the problem lies is that the goalie who started all 
three games for the Canes this season, Frederik Andersen, 
will not be available, at least for Game One. While his status 
for the rest of the series remains unknown, the team will 

have to go with one of either Antti Raanta or Pyotr 
Kochetkov, at least to start. 

Starting On Time 

Of the Hurricanes 16 goals against Boston this season, 
seven came in the first period of games. In all three contests 
they took the game's first lead. 

Why does this matter? 

The Canes went 39-4-6 when scoring first this year. Only the 
Colorado Avalanche had more wins (43) when getting the 
first goal in a game. 

Special Teams 

Given the previous playoff history between the Canes and 
Bruins, it's hard not to feel threatened by Boston's power 
play. 

Over 82 games they finished with a success rate of 21.2%, 
tied for 15th in the league.  

Since April 1? Just 9.1%, ranking 28th. 

While the Hurricanes have struggled themselves on the 
power play to start the final 30 days of the regular season, 
they were able to gain some momentum within the last two 
weeks. This will be an important area to keep an eye on 
because the Canes scored on the man advantage in all three 
games against Boston this season, multiple times in two of 
the contests. 

On the defensive side of things, Carolina will be bringing the 
league's best kill to the table, having killed off 88% of 
attempts this season. Boston had an 81.3% success rate, 
good for ninth in the league. 

Who's Hot? 

Carolina: Seth Jarvis 

The gifted rookie enters the Stanley Cup Playoffs on a 
seven-game point streak, the longest of his professional 
career to date. 

Finding a home on the top line alongside Sebastian Aho, the 
20-year-old finished the regular season with the most points 
by a rookie since March 6, publishing 21 points in 24 games. 

Boston: Patrice Bergeron 

Already known as one of, if not the best defensive forwards 
in the last 15 years, Bergeron is going into postseason play 
with nine points in his last three outings. 

#37 etched a hat trick (and an assist for good measure) 
Thursday against Buffalo, a pair of assists against Florida 
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before that, and then a three-point outing in a 5-3 win over 
Montreal. 

 How They See It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on preparing to take on Boston... 

"We've played them enough this year and I don't know how 
much they're going to be changing what they do. They're 
pretty successful. Both teams are going to come in here 
knowing what the other is doing and it comes down to 
executing what you want to do." 

Sebastian Aho describing how he sees the Bruins... 

"They've got some experienced, big-time players. They've 
done this for a long time. They've got a good power play and 
overall they're a very good team. They execute their system 
pretty well and it's going to be a hard battle. They've got 
some good individuals, but so do we." 

Jaccob Slavin acknowledging the importance of special 
teams and how important it's been in the past postseasons... 

"It's huge. Every series it's huge. If you look back at our last 
three years of playoffs, it all comes down to special teams 
and that's why we've been knocked out before we'd like. 
Going into this one it's especially huge and throughout the 
whole playoffs [it will be]. It's something we've honed on a lot 
this year and I hope we have better success this go-around." 

Any Questions? 

Carolina: As touched on above, Frederik Andersen's health 
will continue to be monitored on a day-to-day basis. 

Although Antti Raanta and Pyotr Kochetkov have split the 
wins on the Canes current six-game win streak, the 
availability of an All-Star and Jennings Trophy-winning 
netminder of course is going to be a topic of discussion. 

Andersen went down with under five minutes to go in the 
third period during the team's 7-4 loss to the Colorado 

Avalanche on Saturday, April 16 and has not played since. 
The All-Star played 52 of Carolina's 82 games this season, 
but Rod Brind'Amour's club will be starting their postseason 
run without him. 

Boston: David Pastrnak 

The dynamic, high-scoring forward returned from a core 
injury just a week ago, but questions remain on if he is 100% 
healthy. While he may not be fully himself, he is still a threat 
when he is in the lineup. 

After being out from April 5-22, Pastrnak played in three 
games last week for the Bruins, recording two points in each 
one. 

With 77 points in 72 games on the season as a whole, #88 is 
going to be one of many players that Carolina will have to 
keep an eye on at all times. 

Loose Pucks 

 Andrei Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen each had 
six points in three games against Boston this 
season. Three of the six came on the power play, 
for both. 

 As of late, there has been a three-man rotation for 
the final two spots on Rod Brind'Amour's defense 
between Ian Cole, Ethan Bear and Brendan Smith. 
Brind'Amour shared last week that the decision may 
be made based on who the Round One opponent 
will be. Of the three, Cole is the only one to play in 
all three meetings against the B's this season. 

 Although he has played in five playoff games, Antti 
Raanta has never started a postseason contest. 

 Martin Necas (rest) did not practice Saturday or 
Sunday for Carolina. 
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Andersen ruled out for Hurricanes in Game 1 against Bruins 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Frederik Andersen has been ruled out for 
the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 1 of the Eastern 
Conference First Round against the Boston Bruins on 
Monday. 

"It's not going to be 'Freddie' tomorrow, I can tell you that," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He did touch the ice 
today, so you can take what you want out of that." 

It was the first time Andersen has been on the ice since the 
goalie sustained a lower-body injury during the third period of 
a 7-4 loss to the Colorado Avalanche on April 16 while 
extending his left leg to make a save. He missed the final six 
games of the regular season. 

The 32-year-old was 35-14-3 with a 2.17 goals-against 
average, .922 save percentage and four shutouts this 
season after signing as a free agent July 28. 

When asked if Antti Raanta would start Game 1, 
Brind'Amour said, "Maybe, we'll see." 

Raanta was 15-5-4 with a 2.45 GAA, .912 save percentage 
and two shutouts in the regular season. He has appeared in 
five career playoff games, all in relief, the last time in the 
2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs with the Arizona Coyotes where 
he had a 6.00 GAA and .714 save percentage in two games. 
The veteran goalie was 0-1 with a 2.56 GAA and .895 save 
percentage in three games with the New York Rangers in 
2016. 

"That's pretty much the goal when you play hockey, you want 
to play these (playoff) games," Raanta said. "It's going to be 

exciting. I think the whole team is excited. At the same time, 
you just try to focus on the right things. It's more about 
preparing like it's a hockey game, not that special." 

Pyotr Kochetkov, selected in the second round (No. 36) of 
the 2019 NHL Draft, made his NHL debut in a 3-2 overtime 
win against the New Jersey Devils on April 23. He was 3-0-0 
with a 2.42 GAA and .902 save percentage in three games, 
including two starts. 

Raanta started four of the final six games of the regular 
season, including a 27-save performance in a 6-3 win 
against the New Jersey Devils in the season finale on April 
29. Kotchetkov started the previous game, making 34 saves, 
in the Hurricanes' 4-3 win against the Rangers to win the 
Metropolitan Division. 

Forward Martin Necas did not practice for the second day in 
a row. He scored a goal and had an assist against the Devils 
on Thursday. 

"He could have (practiced on Sunday)," Brind'Amour said. 
"But we got that extra day (off) which we probably won't have 
now for a while, so we just kept him off. I'm assuming he will 
be good (Monday)." 

Forwards Andrei Svechnikov and Max Domi returned to 
practice after being held out on Saturday. 

Carolina heads into Game 1 against Boston on Monday (7 
p.m. ET; ESPN, SN360, TVAS2, BSSO, NESN) riding a six-
game winning streak and eight of its final 10 games. 
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NHL rookies to watch in 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs 

By Mike G. Morreale 

Matt Boldy not only set a Minnesota Wild record for most 
points by a rookie in a game this season, but he was an 
offensive catalyst down the stretch to help the club qualify for 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The 21-year-old forward finished the season with 39 points 
(15 goals, 24 assists) in 47 games. He's been the NHL 
rookie scoring leader since March 29 with 15 points (three 
goals, 12 assists) in his final 14 regular-season games, and 
was first among rookies with a 0.83 points-per game average 
(minimum 10 games) this season. Boldy had four points 
(three goals, one assist) in a 7-4 win against the Detroit Red 
Wings on Feb. 14 to set the Minnesota record for most points 
by a rookie in a game. 

Boldy hopes to continue his offensive magic and join rookies 
who have played a significant role in a championship 
season. The list includes forward Brad Marchand (19 points; 
11 goals, eight assists in 25 games) for the Boston Bruins in 
2011; forward Tyler Toffoli (14 points; seven goals, seven 
assists in 26 games) for the Los Angeles Kings in 2014; 
forward Jake Guentzel (21 points; 13 goals, eight assists in 
25 games) for the Pittsburgh Penguins in 2017; goalie 
Jordan Binnington (16-10, 2.46 goals-against average, .914 
save percentage in 26 games) for the St. Louis Blues in 
2019; and forward Ross Colton (six points; four goals, two 
assists in 23 games) for the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2021. 

Here are the rookies to watch in the playoffs: 

Matt Boldy, F, Minnesota Wild: Boldy became the fourth 
rookie in Wild history to score three goals in one game, 
joining Justin Fontaine (Jan. 9, 2014), Kirill Kaprizov (March 
12, 2021) and Rem Pitlick (Nov. 13, 2021). Boldy scored a 
goal and had four shots on goal in his NHL debut, a 3-2 win 
at the Bruins on Jan. 6. He averaged 15:23 of ice time per 
game this season and earned a top-six role. 

Michael Bunting, F, Toronto Maple Leafs: The 26-year-old 
left wing did not play in the final three regular-season games 
because of a lower-body injury but is expected to be ready 
for the playoffs. He led NHL rookies with 63 points (23 goals, 
40 assists), 58 even-strength points and 45 penalties drawn, 
and was sixth with 36 takeaways in 79 games. Bunting 
played on Toronto's top line with Auston Matthews and 
Mitchell Marner and averaged 15:33 of ice time per game. 
He finished second in informal voting among 17 NHL.com 
writers for the Calder Trophy for NHL rookie of the year with 
57 points (one first-place vote). 

Alexandre Carrier, D, Nashville Predators: The 25-year-old 
averaged 20:59 of ice time in 77 games, ranked third among 
rookie defensemen with 27 assists and 30 points, and tied 
for third with 124 blocked shots (Jacob Middleton, Wild). 
Carrier had two assists and 16 shots in six postseason 
games with the Predators last season. 

Sean Durzi, D, Los Angeles Kings: Durzi scored 27 points 
(three goals, 24 assists) -- the most points by a Kings rookie 
defenseman since Drew Doughty scored 27 (six goals, 21 
assists) in 2008-09 -- and averaged 19:36 of ice time in 64 
games. The 23-year-old ranked fourth among rookies with 15 

power-play points (two goals, 13 assists) and was fifth with 
121 blocked shots. 

Martin Fehervary, D, Washington Capitals: Fehervary was 
second among rookies with 251 hits in 79 games behind 
Tanner Jeannot of the Nashville Predators (318). He 
averaged 19:39 of ice time with a plus-15 rating and played 
on the top pair with John Carlson. The 22-year-old scored 17 
points (eight goals, nine assists) and was sixth among 
rookies with 117 blocked shots. He averaged 1:47 of 
shorthanded ice time per game, third among Capitals 
defensemen. 

Seth Jarvis, F, Carolina Hurricanes: The 20-year-old ranked 
ninth among rookies with 40 points (17 goals, 23 assists) in 
68 games playing right wing on a line with center Sebastian 
Aho and Andrei Svechnikov. He was eighth among rookies 
with 34 even-strength points (15 goals, 29 assists) and fourth 
in shooting percentage (15.5 percent; minimum 20 games 
played). Jarvis, who averaged 13:53 of ice time, finished the 
regular season with a seven-game point streak (seven 
points; three goals, four assists). Three other rookies in 
Hurricanes/Harford Whalers history had a streak that long 
(Ron Francis, 1981-82; Sylvain Turgeon, 1983-84; Scott 
Young, 1988-89). 

Tanner Jeannot, F, Nashville Predators: The 24-year-old left 
wing gets to the net and is physical. He led rookies with 24 
goals and 318 hits, and was first among rookie forwards with 
64 blocked shots in 81 games. He tied three players for the 
rookie lead in game-winning goals (five) and tied Trevor 
Zegras of the Anaheim Ducks for second with in penalties 
drawn (28), behind Bunting. Jeannot, who was undrafted, 
was eighth among rookies with 41 points and averaged 
15:59 of ice time. 

Arthur Kaliyev, F, Los Angeles Kings: Among rookies, the 
20-year old was first with 194 shots on goal, second to 
Zegras with six power-play goals and tied for 12th with Vasily 
Podkolzin of the Vancouver Canucks with 14 goals in 80 
games. With 27 points (13 assists), he tied Durzi for the 
Kings rookie lead, and he averaged 12:39 of ice time. Los 
Angeles controlled 58.5 percent of shot attempts at 5-on-5 
with Kaliyev on the ice. 

Anton Lundell, F, Florida Panthers: The 20-year-old ranked 
fifth among rookies with 44 points (18 goals, 26 assists) in 65 
games and was second among rookie forwards with 56 
blocked shots, behind Jeannot. Lundell finished fifth among 
rookies in face-off winning percentage (44.7 percent; 
minimum 400 attempts), and was second in face-off attempts 
(748) and wins (334), behind Cole Sillinger (779, 362) of the 
Columbus Blue Jackets in each category. The prototypical 
two-way forward was first among rookies with 59 takeaways 
and averaged 15:44 of ice time. 

Alex Newhook, F, Colorado Avalanche: Newhook was 11th 
among rookie forwards with 33 points (13 goals, 20 assists) 
in 71 games. The 21-year-old tied four Avalanche players for 
second with five game-winning goals and averaged 13:34 of 
ice time, playing left wing or center in a top-nine role. 

Jeremy Swayman, G, Boston Bruins: The 23-year-old led 
rookie goalies in wins (23) and goals-against average (2.41; 
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minimum five games). He had a .914 save percentage with 
three shutouts in 41 games (39 starts). Swayman went 15-7-
1 with a 2.46 GAA, .913 save percentage, and two shutouts 
in 23 games (22 starts) after Tuukka Rask retired on Feb. 10 

following complications from surgery to repair a torn labrum 
in his right hip. He finished fourth in the NHL.com voting for 
the Calder Trophy with 24 points. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruins visit the Hurricanes to start the NHL Playoffs 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, fourth in the Atlantic Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Monday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -122, Bruins 
+101; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Hurricanes host series 
opener 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the Boston 
Bruins to open the Eastern Conference first round. The 
teams meet Thursday for the fourth time this season. The 
Hurricanes went 3-0 against the Bruins in the regular 
season. In their last regular season meeting on Feb. 10, the 
Hurricanes won 6-0. 

Carolina is 27-8-4 in home games and 54-20-8 overall. The 
Hurricanes have a 40-3-6 record when scoring at least three 
goals. 

Boston has a 51-26-5 record overall and a 24-11-3 record on 
the road. The Bruins serve 9.8 penalty minutes per game to 
rank eighth in NHL play. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 37 goals and 44 
assists for the Hurricanes. Brady Skjei has one goal and nine 
assists over the past 10 games. 

David Pastrnak has 40 goals and 37 assists for the Bruins. 
Patrice Bergeron has six goals and four assists over the last 
10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging four goals, 
6.8 assists, 4.1 penalties and 9.3 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.9 goals per game. 

Bruins: 6-4-0, averaging 2.8 goals, 4.5 assists, four penalties 
and 8.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.3 goals per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: out 
(undisclosed), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back). 

Bruins: Jesper Froden: out (undisclosed), Jakub Zboril: out 
(lower body). 
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Locked in since January, path to Cup through East isn’t easy 

By Stephen Whyno 

Two months after the eight playoff teams in the Eastern 
Conference were locked in before the NHL even reached the 
All-Star break, Rod Brind’Amour set Carolina’s lineup for a 
game against Pittsburgh with the future in mind. 

“Everything you do is built towards the Stanley Cup,” veteran 
defenseman Ian Cole said. “(Brind’Amour has) been saying: 
”I’m not here for the short term. I know we’re going to make 
the playoffs. This is how do we best put ourselves in a 
position to win the Stanley Cup five months from now.′ It’s a 
marathon, not a sprint.” 

Now, it’s a sprint for the Hurricanes, Florida Panthers, 
Tampa Bay Lightning, Toronto Maple Leafs, New York 
Rangers, Pittsburgh Penguins, Boston Bruins and 
Washington Capitals that have made up the top eight in the 
East since Jan. 2. Florida and Carolina emerged as division 
winners, the Presidents’ Trophy-winning Panthers are 
favored to come out of the East and win the Stanley Cup, but 
no team’s path to the final is an easy one. 

“We’ve got to beat everybody at some point,” Panthers 
coach Andrew Brunette said Sunday. “It’s a new season 
anyway. Regardless where you finished after 82, it’s what 
you do now.” 

That has been true for almost two decades in the East, 
where the top seed going into the playoffs has not reached 
the final since the salary cap era began in 2005. Only one 
Presidents’ Trophy winner in that time has won the Stanley 
Cup in an 82-game season over that time. 

Their first opponent, the Capitals, know that pain all too well 
after finishing atop the NHL standings in 2016 and 2017 
before bowing out in the second round and then winning the 
Cup the next year when expectations were low. The same 
goes this time around as heavy underdogs against Florida in 
a stacked bracket with the winner of Tampa Bay-Toronto 
waiting in the second round. 

“The East is full of really good teams: high offensive, octane 
teams, and it’s really anyone’s game,” Washington winger 
Tom Wilson said. “It’s up for grabs.” 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

1 FLORIDA vs. 4 WASHINGTON 

The Panthers are -355 favorites on FanDuel Sportsbook, 
which also has a five-game series as the outcome with the 
lowest odds. Florida has the firepower to blow the Capitals 
out after leading the league in scoring, and getting through 
this quickly would be advantageous. 

The longer the series goes, the more it benefits Washington, 
which is a bigger and more physical team that will try to 
impose its will on an opponent with no recent history of 
playoff success.  

Two-time Vezina Trophy winner Sergei Bobrovsky is 
Florida’s guy in net, though rookie Spencer Knight has 
played well especially recently and could also see some 
action. The Capitals are one of a handful of teams with major 

goaltending questions and are almost expected to use Vitek 
Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov. 

“They know that just based on the way that it’s been here for 
two years,” coach Peter Laviolette said. “We have counted 
on and relied on both goaltenders. And they’ve done a good 
job.” 

Alex Ovechkin is expected to play for the Capitals after 
missing the final three games of the regular season with 
what they’re calling an upper-body injury. Panthers 
defenseman Aaron Ekblad also looks in line to return after 
being out the past six weeks with an upper-body injury. 

2 TORONTO vs. 3 TAMPA BAY 

The Lightning have won the Stanley Cup the past two years. 
The Maple Leafs haven’t won a playoff series with this core 
or even gotten past the first round as a franchise since 2004. 

Toronto is due to break through eventually, and much like 
Florida its success is predicted on scoring. Auston Matthews 
led the league with 60 goals in the regular season and he’s 
just one star among John Tavares, Mitch Marner and William 
Nylander. 

The Maple Leafs go in with Jack Campbell as their projected 
starting goalie and Erik Kallgren next in line. Their playoff 
hopes rely on one of them being solid. 

Tampa Bay’s core has played more high-level hockey than 
anyone on earth the past two years, and fatigue may take its 
toll. But after the Lightning saw the big trophy they hoisted 
twice again recently at the White House amid a late-season 
surge, they look poised to make another deep run. 

“The good thing with our group is the hunger’s still there,” 
defenseman Ryan McDonagh said. “We don’t need any kind 
of extra motivation.” 

METROPOLITAN DIVISON 

1 CAROLINA vs. 4 BOSTON 

The Hurricanes beginning the playoffs without starter 
Frederik Andersen because of injury threatens to throw off 
the balance of the series that begins Monday. Brind’Amour 
said Andersen would not play in Game 1 Monday and there’s 
no timetable for the Dane’s return. 

Now the biggest question for Carolina becomes whether the 
rest of the team can make up for Andersen’s absence in front 
of either Antti Raanta or rookie Pyotr Kochetkov.  

The Hurricanes lost in the second round last year, got 
knocked out by Boston in the bubble in the same round in 
2020 and were swept by the Bruins in the conference final in 
2019. Nothing close to that will be acceptable this time 
around. 

“Our goal is to win the Stanley Cup,” Cole said recently. 
“That is it. Anything short of that is a failure of a season. So 
from Day One, our goal has been to win the Stanley Cup. 
Nothing else is acceptable.” 

Boston can similarly set that lofty goal thanks to high-end 
talent like Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and David 
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Pastrnak. The Bruins are leaning on rookie Jeremy 
Swayman in net but also got elite defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm at the trade deadline and are built to win now. 

2 N.Y. RANGERS vs. 3 PITTSBURGH 

Not counting the expanded, 24-team tournament two years 
ago, the Rangers are in the traditional playoffs for the first 
time since 2017. New York is ahead of schedule on a rebuild 
in its first season under new coach Gerard Gallant. 

That’s because of the play of Igor Shesterkin, who posted a 
league-best 2.07 goals-against average and .935 save 
percentage. If he keeps up that kind of play and can steal 
games, the Rangers could do anything this spring. 

They also dominated during the regular season against the 
Penguins, who will be without injured starter Tristan Jarry for 
the start of the playoffs and have turned to Casey DeSmith to 
make his NHL playoff debut Tuesday in Game 1 at Madison 
Square Garden. 

“I’ve had playoff experience at every level (except for the 
NHL),” DeSmith said. “But the bottom line is nothing really 
changes as far as (being a goalie) and the mindset. It’s really 
just another hockey game. Obviously, it means a little bit 
more. But as far as mindset and approach, everything stays 
the same.” 
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Hurricanes turn focus to another playoff shot at Bruins 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes are coming 
off their best regular season in franchise history along with 
another division title and the third-best record in the NHL. 

Yet so much about how the Hurricanes will be remembered 
comes with what happens in the NHL playoffs, starting with a 
first-round series against a familiar postseason opponent in 
the Boston Bruins. 

“They know at the end of the day, we’re going to be judged 
on how things go in the playoffs,” coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. 

Game 1 comes Monday night in Raleigh. 

The Hurricanes have gone from a nine-year playoff drought 
to four straight postseason appearances for the first time 
since the former Hartford Whalers relocated to North 
Carolina in 1997. Brind’Amour has talked about the goal of 
building sustained success as a regular member of the 
league’s elite, and the Hurricanes have done that by winning 
the Central Division last year and the Metropolitan Division 
this year.  

They have won at least one postseason series each time, 
starting with reaching the Eastern Conference Finals in 2019. 
Yet that run ended in a sweep against the Bruins, who 
ousted the Hurricanes in a five-game first-round series in the 
Toronto bubble a year later. 

“Those were learning experiences for us for sure,” Carolina 
star center Sebastian Aho said. “Obviously it hurts that your 
season ends and some other team gets to end your season. 
At the same time, it’s a new story, new team.” 

This year’s Hurricanes have franchise records of 54 wins and 
116 points. There’s also a 3-0 record – by a 16-1 combined 
score – against the Bruins. Boston claimed a wild-card 
playoff spot after Friday’s loss at Toronto while resting top 
players like Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak.  

“They had their way with us this year,” Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. “Some of that was a while ago, and I think our 
team’s in a much better place than when we played them 
earlier in the year. So we’re not going to take too much stock 
in that.” 

Here are things to know about the Bruins-Hurricanes series: 

TENDING TO THE GOALIE 

Cassidy said he wouldn’t tip his hand before Monday on who 
will play goal. He didn’t rule out using both Linus Ullmark, a 
longtime Buffalo backup who has never appeared in the 
postseason, and rookie Jeremy Swayman. 

“I think it’ll be a little more open-ended, honestly, than any 
other year,” Cassidy said last week.  

Ullmark went 25-10-2 while posting a 2.51 goals-against 
average this season, but 9-1 over the last 10 starts. 

Swayman, 23, has a 20-11-3 record while posting a 2.34 
goals against average this season. He leads all rookies GAA, 
save percentage (.915), wins and shutouts (three). 

ANDERSEN’S STATUS 

Carolina is still awaiting No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen 
to return from a late-season lower-body injury.  

He was hurt in a loss at Colorado on April 16. The 
Hurricanes then briefly lost No. 2 goaltender Antti Raanta 
and turned to rookie Pyotr Kochetkov. 

Brind’Amour has said there is “no timetable” for Andersen to 
return and that he wouldn’t play Monday, though he said 
cryptically that Andersen “touched” the ice Sunday morning. 

Brind’Amour didn’t publicly name a Game 1 starter between 
Raanta (15-5-4, 2.45 goals-against average, .912 save 
percentage) or Kochetkov (3-0, 2.42, .902). Raanta, a nine-
year veteran, has never started a postseason game. 

STRONG FINISHES 

Boston had won six of seven before the Toronto loss to close 
the schedule. Carolina enters the postseason having won six 
straight, scoring four or more goals in five of those. 

LAST HURRAH? 

Bruins captain and longtime No. 1 center Patrice Bergeron 
can become an unrestricted free agent after 18 seasons with 
the team. He has declined to talk about a new contract 
during the year, creating a possibility that he could leave or 
retire. 

Bergeron, 36, is a four-time Selke Trophy winner — and a 
finalist for the award 10 straight years — who recorded a hat 
trick, including his 400th NHL goal, in his regular-season 
finale against the Sabres. 

The longest-tenured Bruin, Bergeron is one of two players — 
with linemate Marchand — remaining from the team’s 2011 
Stanley Cup championship. 

“One of the things that is special is that it’s been a great ride 
with one organization,” he said. “It’s something that doesn’t 
happen often. I’m proud of that.” 

REGULAR-SEASON REWIND 

Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov (three goals, three assists) and 
Teuvo Teravainen (one goal, five assists) each tallied six 
points in the three regular-season meetings, while Andersen 
took the wins in net in all three meetings. 

Bergeron had Boston’s lone regular-season goal, while 
Ullmark, Swayman and Tuukka Rask — who retired after 
four appearances this season — all saw action in the losses. 
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2022 Stanley Cup Playoff Preview: Hurricanes vs. Bruins 

By Mike Johnston  

The Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins are set to meet 
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the third time in four seasons. 
Boston has had Carolina’s post-season number in recent 
years but with Rod Brind'Amour’s club setting a franchise 
record for wins and points this season, have the tables 
turned? 

Boston swept Carolina in 2019 and eliminated them in five 
games the following year but the Hurricanes had finished 
fourth in the Metropolitan Division both those seasons and 
the roster was not the contender-calibre unit hockey fans 
have come to know in 2021-22. 

The Hurricanes are coming off their second straight division 
title and had the third-best record in the NHL, bookending 
their regular-season schedule with nine- and six-game 
winning streaks. 

The Bruins had a middle-of-the-road record up until the turn 
of the calendar and they’ve gone an impressive 37-16-3 
since New Year’s Day. 

Boston is looking to win at least one playoff series for a fifth 
consecutive season and with Patrice Bergeron’s future up in 
the air, might there be an added sense of motivation for a 
Bruins team that has more collective playoff experience than 
these Hurricanes? 

Like so many playoff series, this one could come down to 
which team gets the more reliable goaltending. 

HEAD TO HEAD RECORD 

Carolina: 3-0-0 

Boston: 0-0-3 

THE BREAKDOWN 

The combined score of the three meetings between Carolina 
and Boston this season ended up being 16-1 Hurricanes. 
That lopsided total shouldn’t be indicative of how competitive 
this opening-round series could end up being – especially 
with Carolina’s starting netminder recovering from an injury. 

Frederik Andersen started and won all three games against 
Boston this season and was one allowed goal away from 
having a literal perfect year against them. Andersen stopped 
98 of 99 shots faced and posted two of his four shutouts this 
season against the Bruins, one at PNC Arena the other at 
TD Garden. 

The 32-year-old hasn’t played since sustaining an injury 
against Colorado on April 16, though, and he didn’t take part 
in Sunday’s morning skate. 

How will Carolina cope if they’re forced to turn to Antti 
Raanta or even rookie Pyotr Kochetkov? 

Boston ranked second in the league with 36.1 shots on goal 
per game, yet their 8.5 shooting percentage was third lowest 

among all 32 teams. Boston’s positive 7.4 shot differential 
average led all teams in the league. So did their 42 wins 
while outshooting their opponents; Carolina, meanwhile, 
ranked fifth in both shot differential and wins while 
outshooting an opponent. 

Boston outshot Carolina 33-24 back on Oct. 28 before the 
Hurricanes won the shot battles 34-32 on Jan. 18 and 43-34 
on Feb. 10. 

“They had their way with us this year,” Cassidy told reporters 
after the regular-season finale. “Some of that was a while 
ago and I think our team is in a much better place than when 
we played them early in the year. We’re not going to take too 
much stock in that. We have had success against them in 
the playoffs recently. Again, two different teams so you can’t 
take too much stock in that either.” 

It’ll either be Linus Ullmark or Jeremy Swayman in net for 
Boston. Both teams had five players hit the 20-goal plateau 
and five players record at least 50 points. 

Special teams were relative strengths for both teams this 
season and Carolina’s 88 per cent penalty kill efficiency was 
best in the league. 

Carolina X-Factor: Frederik Andersen 

This one is all about timing and necessity. Andersen just 
earned his second career William M. Jennings Trophy and is 
eager to rebound from consistent first-round exits with the 
Maple Leafs. He went 35-14-3 with a .922 save percentage, 
2.17 goals-against average and four shutouts in 52 
appearances during his first season in Carolina but the big 
question is when will he be ready in this series? The 
Hurricanes were 15-5-4 with Raanta in net and Kochetkov 
has yet to taste his first defeat at the NHL level, but 
Andersen has been a cheat code against Boston this 
season. 

Boston X-Factor: Jake DeBrusk 

DeBrusk’s name had been mentioned in trade rumours as 
recently as early March, however the team rewarded him 
with a two-year extension instead of moving the 25-year-old 
winger ahead of the deadline. DeBrusk tied for third on the 
Bruins with 25 goals, 18 of which came in the second half of 
the season. It’s little surprise his bump in production 
correlated with Cassidy fiddling with his lines and slotting 
DeBrusk beside Bergeron and Brad Marchand. DeBrusk has 
16 goals in 59 career playoff games. 

BROADCAST DETAILS 

Monday, May 2: at Carolina, 7 p.m. (Sportsnet 360) 

Wednesday, May 4: at Carolina, 7 p.m. (Sportsnet 360) 

Friday, May 6: at Boston, 7 p.m. (Sportsnet 360) 

Sunday, May 8: at Boston, 12:30 p.m. (Sportsnet) 

*Tuesday, May 10: at Carolina
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Hurricanes vs. Bruins: 3 things to know about First Round series 

By Adam Gretz  

The 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs began on Monday, May 2. 
Today, we preview the series between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Boston Bruins.  

Hurricanes vs. Bruins schedule 

Game 1: May 2, 7 p.m. ET – Bruins at Hurricanes (ESPN, 
SN360, TVA Sports) 
Game 2: May 4, 7 p.m. ET – Bruins at Hurricanes (ESPN, 
SN360, TVA Sports) 
Game 3: May 6, 7 p.m. ET – Hurricanes at Bruins (TNT, 
SN360, TVA Sports) 
Game 4: May 8, 12:30 p.m. ET – Hurricanes at 
Bruins (ESPN, Sportsnet, TVA Sports) 
*Game 5: May 10, TBD – Bruins at Hurricanes (TBD) 
*Game 6: May 12, TBD – Hurricanes at Bruins (TBD) 
*Game 7: May 14, TBD – Bruins at Hurricanes (TBD) 

1. Goaltending questions for both teams 

It is not that either team has bad goalies, there are just some 
questions here. 

For Carolina it is a matter of health. Frederik Andersen and 
Antti Raanta combined to win the Jennings Trophy this 
season for allowing the fewest goals in the NHL and were 
everything the Hurricanes could have hoped for and move as 
a goalie duo this season. But they have both had some injury 
issues late in the season, while Andersen (the superior 
goalie this season) will not be ready for the start of the series 
and will not be the team’s Game 1 starter. His return is still to 
be determined. 

In Boston, Tuukka’ Rask’s retirement means Bruins fans will 
have to find a new scapegoat this season if the team does 
not win. 

The duo of Jeremy Swayman and Linus Ullmark split the 
playing time 50-50 this season (minus four starts by Rask in 
the middle of the season) and gave the Bruins better than 
league average play at the position. But both are completely 
untested in the playoffs and it remains to be seen if they will 
be capable of backstopping the Bruins on a deep playoff run, 
or getting them through a tough matchup against a high 
powered Hurricanes offense. 

2. Two elite defensive teams 

While both teams have top-tier forwards (Brad Marchand, 
Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Taylor Hall for Boston; 

Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen for 
Carolina) and the aforementioned goalie questions, goals 
might still be difficult to come by in this series because these 
are two of the absolute best defensive teams in the NHL. 

The Hurricanes allowed the fewest goals in the NHL while 
the Bruins were fourth best, and they finished first and 
second in the league in terms of allowing the fewest shot 
attempts per 60 minutes during 5-on-5 play. 

The Bruins were especially dominant defensively this 
season, ranking among the top-five teams in goals against, 
shot attempts against, scoring chances against, and 
expected goals against. Given the continued excellence of 
Bergeron and Marchand, a strong coaching staff, and a 
defense led by one of the league’s best up-and-coming 
defenseman in Charlie McAvoy and it is not hard to see why 
they are so dominant defensively. 

Both teams were also in the top-10 in the league on the 
penalty kill (Carolina was first; Boston ninth). 

3. Hurricanes absolutely dominated regular season meetings 

How much will that matter? 

The Hurricanes and Bruins played three times during the 
regular season, and not only did the Hurricanes win all three 
games, they won them decisively by scores of 3-0, 7-1, and 
6-0. That is an aggregate score of 16-1 in the three games, 
including 10-0 during 5-on-5 play. 

The big difference in a couple of those games was 
goaltending. The 7-1 loss was one of Rask’s four starts (that 
did not go well), while Ullmark had a dreadful start in the last 
meeting between the two teams. In terms of 5-on-5 
possession numbers the two teams were fairly even in the 
three games in terms of scoring chances and expected 
goals, but goaltending swung things in a significant way. 

It is also worth pointing out that it has been nearly three 
months since the two teams played, with the third meeting 
happening back in early February. A lot has changed since 
then, especially for Boston which has gone 24-10-2 in the 36 
games since then, while having also added another top-
pairing defender in Hampus Lindholm. 

Prediction: Hurricanes in seven games 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 2, 2022 

 

 

2022 NHL Playoffs: Burning questions for each of the Stanley Cup contenders  

By Chris Bengel  

The 2021-22 NHL regular season is officially in the books 
and arguably the most exciting postseason in sports is set to 
get underway on May 2.  

The Florida Panthers came away with the Presidents' Trophy 
after leading the league in standings points in the regular 
season. Florida will be the top seed in the Eastern 
Conference while the Colorado Avalanche earned the top 
seed in the Western Conference.  

The NHL postseason field has quite a few teams that are 
capable of making deep runs to the Stanley Cup Final. 
However, with such a deep field, there are plenty of 
questions that will need to be answered in order for these 
teams to achieve playoff glory.  

Let's dive into the biggest burning questions as the 2022 
Stanley Cup Playoffs begin. 

Can the Maple Leafs advance past the opening round? 

This seems to be the million dollar question that everyone is 
asking. It's been no secret that the opening round of the 
postseason hasn't been the Maple Leafs' forte in recent 
years. In fact, Toronto has been eliminated in the opening 
round in each of the last five postseasons despite recording 
at least 95 points in the regular season in three of those 
years. A high-profile roster hasn't always equated to being a 
successful team on the ice once the weather warms up.  

However, this is one of the most talented teams that the 
Maple Leafs have had in quite some time. Star center Auston 
Matthews is coming off a regular season in which he 
registered 106 points. He also became the NHL's first 60-
goal scorer since the 2011-12 season when Tampa Bay 
Lightning star Steven Stamkos scored 60 goals on the nose. 
Matthews has looked downright unstoppable as of late with 
10 goals during the month of April. While Matthews has been 
sensational, he's not doing it by himself. The Maple Leafs 
have have three other players that have scored at least 27 
goals in Mitchell Marner, William Nylander, and John 
Tavares and average 3.8 goals-per-game (fourth-best in the 
league). If anywhere close to this Toronto offense shows up, 
it would be a shock to see the Maple Leafs bow out in the 
first round yet again. 

Can the Panthers overcome the Presidents' Trophy jinx? 

The Florida Panthers won their first Presidents' Trophy in 
franchise history after amassing 122 points this season. 
While the Panthers have had an exceptional season, winning 
the Presidents' Trophy hasn't meant postseason success 
with the majority of its previous winners. In fact, the league's 
top regular-season team has only won the Stanley Cup twice 
since the 2004-05 NHL Lockout. The Detroit Red Wings won 
the Stanley Cup 2008 after winning the Presidents' Trophy 

and the Chicago Blackhawks won it all in 2013. In addition, 
no Presidents' Trophy winner has advanced to the Stanley 
Cup Finals since the Blackhawks hoisted the Cup in 2013. 

If any team can get the job done, it would certainly be the 
Panthers. Florida finished the regular season with four 
players topping the 30-goal mark and three players topping 
the 80 points. Winger Jonathan Huberdeau led the way with 
a team-high 115 points (30 goals and 85 assists) and 
finished tied for second in the NHL in points. The additions of 
winger Claude Giroux and defenseman Ben Chiarot at the 
trade deadline prove to be huge upgrades. It won't be easy 
with teams like the Carolina Hurricanes and Toronto Maple 
Leafs wreaking havoc in the East, but the Panthers possess 
the deepest roster. Now it'll all come down to execution. 

Does Sidney Crosby have any postseason magic left? 

Since the Pittsburgh Penguins selected Sidney Crosby with 
the No. 1 pick in the 2005 NHL Draft, the standards have 
been incredibly high. That's what happens when a franchise 
wins three Stanley Cups with a player of Crosby's caliber 
leading the way. While Crosby might not be as explosive as 
he once was, the Penguins star is still capable of some very 
special moments. Crosby recorded 84 points (31 goals and 
53 assists) in the regular season, which was his highest point 
total since the 2018-19 campaign when he registered 100 
points. 

Crosby has registered 191 postseason points throughout his 
NHL career and been the straw that stirs the drink for the 
Penguins' offense. However, Pittsburgh hasn't made it out of 
the opening round in three of the past four seasons following 
their Stanley Cup win in 2017. If the Penguins want to make 
a deep playoff run, they're going to need the Crosby of old to 
impose his will in each and every series. 

Will the Lightning become a dynasty and win their third 
consecutive Stanley Cup? 

The Tampa Bay Lightning  are in pursuit of a three-peat after 
winning the Stanley Cup each of the past two seasons. 
Obviously, a great deal has been made about the Panthers 
and Hurricanes when it comes to the Eastern Conference. 
However, the Lightning weren't too far behind in the 
standings with 108 points. 

If Tampa Bay is able to three-peat, this group would be in 
very select company. Only the Toronto Maple Leafs (1947-
49, 1962-64), Montreal Canadiens (1956-60, 1976-79), and 
New York Islanders (1980-83) have won at least three 
consecutive Stanley Cup championships since the NHL took 
over the Cup in 1927.  

Tampa Bay basically is returning the same team from last 
season's Stanley Cup-winning squad, but did add winger 
Brandon Hagel from the Blackhawks at the trade deadline. In 
addition, they're also going to have a healthy Steven 
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Stamkos, which they haven't had the luxury of in the playoffs 
the past two seasons. Depending on who the Lightning draw 
in each round, they have a chance to make history. 

Can Johnny Gaudreau lead the Flames on a deep run? 

The Calgary Flames surprised the hockey world by being 
one of the top teams in the West this season. One of the 
biggest reasons for that was the play of star winger Johnny 
Gaudreau, who had a career year in which he registered 115 
points (40 goals and 75 assists).  

This is the the fifth time that "Johnny Hockey" will be 
postseason bound. In 30 career playoff games, Gaudreau 
has accumulated 19 points (eight goals and 11 assists), 
which is isn't bad by any means. While the Flames do 
possess stellar goaltending in Jacob Markstrom, Gaudreau is 
going to need to produce in a big way if Calgary wants to 
make a run at the Stanley Cup. Gaudreau is coming off a 
month in which he scored nine goals and dished out 15 
assists down the stretch. If that level of production can 
continue, it'll go a long way towards the Flames potentially 
advancing a few rounds in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Can the Wild exercise their postseason demons? 

The Minnesota Wild haven't had a ton of postseason 
success in their 22-year history. In fact, the Wild have only 
made it out of the first round on three occasions, which 
include an appearance in the Western Conference Finals 
during the 2002-03 season (lost 4-0 to the Anaheim Ducks).  

One of the biggest strengths may be finally having a 
stabilizing force in between the pipes. The team went out 
and acquired veteran goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury at the 
trade deadline in what felt like a very necessary move. Cam 
Talbot showed flashes at times, but was ultimately very 
inconsistent throughout the majority of the season prior to 
the move. While Fleury's numbers weren't eye-popping with 
the Blackhawks, it's also worth noting that the Blackhawks 
were a sieve defensively in front of Fleury and he was put in 
some difficult situations.  

Fleury's play has been up-and-down at times, but his 
postseason numbers speak for themselves. During his 
career, the 37-year old has a 90-70 record with a 2.53 goals-
against-average and a .912 save percentage. Over his past 
two playoff appearances as a member of the Vegas Golden 
Knights, he's gone 12-8 along with a 2.16 goals-against-
average, including rattling off nine wins during the 2020-21 
postseason. Now it is going to be a tough test against the St. 
Louis Blues in the opening round, who do average 3.8 goals-
per-game. Still, If the Wild get the Fleury that we've grown 
accustomed to seeing in recent playoff years, the Wild can 
win a series or two. 

Can the Avalanche win their first Stanley Cup in over 20 
years? 

The Colorado Avalanche battled tooth-and-nail with the 
Panthers for the Presidents' Trophy throughout the regular 
season. Much like the 2021 season, the Avalanche enter the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs as one of the most formidable teams in 
the field. Colorado was one of the top offenses in the league 
as they averaged 3.8 goals-per-game, which only trailed the 
Panthers in that department. This is arguably the deepest 

roster that the Avalanche have had since they won the 
Stanley Cup in 2001.  

Colorado has no shortage of offensive productive with four 
players registering at least 86 points this season. The 
biggest question mark for the Avalanche is going to be 
getting consistency from goaltender Darcy Kuemper. 
Kuemper has had a solid season with a 37-12-4 record and a 
2.54 goals-against-average, but he's struggled in recent 
weeks leading up to the postseason. The veteran netminder 
had a 3.28 goals-against-average in April and surrendered at 
least four goals in five of his 10 starts. In addition, Kuemper 
only yielded two or fewer goals in two of those starts. Goal 
scoring will never be in question when it comes to the 
Avalanche, but a deep run towards the Stanley Cup will likely 
hinge on what they get from Kuemper in net. 

Will Connor McDavid lead the Oilers past the first round? 

Since appearing in the Stanley Cup Final in 2006, the 
Edmonton Oilers have only made the playoffs four times 
during that stretch while only getting out of the opening round 
once. Over the course of his seven-year NHL career, star 
forward Connor McDavid only has been to the postseason 
three times and has recorded 22 playoff points (11 goals and 
11 assists) in 21 games.  

McDavid has established himself as perhaps the top player 
in the sport and even led the league with 123 points this 
season. However, in each of his last two postseason 
appearances, McDavid has only led the Oilers to one win. 
The Oilers star is going to need to show why he's one of the 
best players in the world if Edmonton wants to advance out 
of the first round and past the Los Angeles Kings. 

Can Igor Shesterkin enjoy postseason success despite 
inexperience? 

After missing the playoffs three of the past four seasons, the 
New York Rangers had their best campaign in seven 
seasons. Goaltender Igor Shesterkin is certainly one of the 
primary reasons for that level of success. Shesterkin turned 
in a phenomenal season in which he went 36-13-4 while 
leading the NHL with a 2.07 goals-against-average and .935 
save percentage.  

The only real uncertainty surrounding the Rangers is that 
Shesterkin doesn't have a ton of postseason experience. 
The Vezina Trophy favorite has only one career playoff start 
under his belt, which came against the Carolina Hurricanes 
during the 2019-20 postseason. Shesterkin surrendered 
three goals while stopping 30 of the 33 shots he faced during 
Game 3 of that particular series.  

While having very little postseason experience isn't ideal, 
Shesterkin did just wrap up a sensational regular season. 
The Rangers netminder also had a tremendous amount of 
success against his first round opponents in the Penguins. In 
four starts against Pittsburgh, Shesterkin only gave up three 
total goals and won three of those four starts. Shesterkin's 
only loss was a 1-0 defeat in late February. If Shesterkin 
channels the same level of confidence from these regular 
season meetings, the Rangers could find themselves moving 
on. 
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Will Frederik Andersen be healthy enough to carry the 
Hurricanes? 

Goalie Frederik Andersen spent the previous five seasons 
with the Maple Leafs before signing with the Carolina 
Hurricanes this past offseason. It ended up being a terrific 
signing for the Hurricanes as Andersen had the best season 
of his nine-year NHL career. Andersen had the second-best 
goals-against-average (2.17) and the fourth-best save 
percentage (.922) in the league this year. 

Unfortunately for the Hurricanes, Andersen is dealing with a 
lower-body injury that he suffered against the Avalanche 

back on April 16. Since that performance in which he yielded 
seven goals, the 32-year old has been out of the lineup and 
his status for the Hurricanes' first round series against the 
Boston Bruins is up in the air. Prior to Game 1 against 
Boston, Carolina head coach Rod Brind'Amour announced 
that Andersen would be getting the start. It appears that 
there could be hope that Andersen plays in the series, but 
that's an unknown at this point. Even with the amount of 
talent that the Hurricanes possess offensively, they're going 
to have to hope to get Andersen back at some point in this 
series because the Bruins are a very dangerous team. 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Boston Bruins First Round Preview: Goaltending 

By Brian LeBlanc  

For what seems like forever, the Boston Bruins have been 
the perpetual “yes, but...” when assessing the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ playoff chances. 

Yes, the Hurricanes have better scoring depth, but...the 
Bruins counter with the best line in hockey. 

Yes, the Hurricanes’ defense is elite in spots, but...top to 
bottom the Bruins have just that little bit more. 

Yes, the Hurricanes might be able to keep it close, but...as a 
last line of defense, Tuukka Rask will give the Bruins just 
enough to hold the Hurricanes at bay. 

Well, Rask is gone now, and I can’t believe what I’m about to 
type but it’s true: goaltending in this series is a definitive 
advantage for the Hurricanes. I’ll pause for a moment while 
you pick yourself up off the floor. 

No, really. The Hurricanes have absolutely owned the Bruins 
this year (to the tune of outscoring them 16-1 with two 
shutouts in three games!) and it has been due in large part to 
their goaltending. And even though Frederik Andersen was 
the goalie of record in each of the Hurricanes’ wins in this 
series during the regular season, what Antti Raanta has 
done is not to be discounted and still outshines anything the 
Bruins’ revolving door has offered this season. 

Let’s look a little deeper into the matchup in net to see where 
the Canes’ advantages lie. 

Hurricanes 

On these charts, blue is good, and there’s more blue on 
Freddie Andersen’s shot chart than you’d see anywhere 
outside the Democratic National Convention. What stands 
out so much about Andersen’s season is that the defense in 
front of him has been good, but far from extraordinary, yet 
he’s saved more than 30 goals above expected. 

His absence due to injury looms large, in the sense that any 
team that’s as reliant on Vezina-caliber goaltending as the 
Hurricanes have been are an undoubtedly weaker team 
without Andersen, but Antti Raanta has been no slouch 
himself: 

Raanta’s struggles in the low- to mid-slot are largely 
explained by a vulnerability to the backhand. It’s the most 
glaring hole on his resume, and it’s one that Andersen is 
much better at handling. Wraparound backhands are an 
issue for Andersen, but he’s so strong in every other phase 
of the game that it only knocks him down a peg from 
otherworldly to well above average overall. 

Incidentally, both goaltenders are above average at stopping 
deflections in the low slot, which is an area where the Bruins 
have historically excelled. Raanta actually might be a little 

better; Andersen is a little vulnerable to deflections in the 
bottom of the right circle below the face-off dot. 

Pyotr Kochetkov doesn’t have the extensive history of his 
two teammates, making him a little harder to peg, but he’s at 
least been as expected: six goals allowed on 5.4 expected 
goals in his three wins to start his NHL career. The 
Hurricanes’ defense is notably tighter in front of him. 

The bottom line is that the Hurricanes could certainly use 
Andersen to return as soon as possible, but they’re in good 
hands with Raanta. I would imagine that Kochetkov will only 
see duty as a break-glass option, at least to start with. 

Bruins 

With Tuukka Rask retired to start the season, the Bruins had 
a decision to make between Jeremy Swayman and Linus 
Ullmark. The Hurricanes have played each of them once, 
winning both, and also faced Rask during his aborted 
comeback attempt in January, so they have beaten each 
goalie exactly once this year. 

Swayman and Ullmark have truly been a platoon: each has 
played 41 games, with largely similar numbers, .914/2.41 for 
Swayman, .917/2.45 for Ullmark. Bruce Cassidy has rotated 
back and forth all year between the two, with the longest run 
of consecutive starts belonging to Swayman, who made five 
in a row in mid-March. 

Ullmark has slightly better shot charts than Swayman: 

Swayman is better at tips and deflections, but he’s godawful 
at wrist shots from the slot. If the Hurricanes can get free in 
the slot with him in net, they should do everything they can to 
turn the Bruins’ goal into a shooting gallery. 

Here’s the thing, though: the Bruins’ goaltending in a 
vacuum, even with Rask, hasn't been truly elite for years. In 
terms of expected goals, they’ve let in pretty much what they 
should have over the past five years or so. The issue, as it’s 
always been with a team led by a perennial Selke Trophy 
winner, is breaking through to get enough chances on those 
goaltenders to make a difference. Boston has been one of 
the league’s best teams at limiting quality shots, and this 
year was no different. I mean, this should be illegal: 

The difference this year is that the Hurricanes’ goaltending is 
significantly better than the Bruins. That means that instead 
of giving the Bruins the advantage due to their superior 
defensive play with comparable goaltending, the Hurricanes 
can instead flip the script and count on their goalies to 
prevent goals that would otherwise have sunk them in years 
past. 

If I’m the Hurricanes, I’m planning to face Ullmark the 
majority of the time. Swayman’s weaknesses (especially in 
the slot and the home plate area out to the blue line) play 
right into the Hurricanes’ hands, as they are notoriously 
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averse to the net front area that is Swayman’s strength. 
Ullmark is more solid against the Hurricanes’ strengths, but 
the best-case scenario for the Bruins is probably him playing 
Raanta to a draw, similar to years past. If that’s the worst-
case for the Hurricanes, rather than the default expectation 
the way it’s been before, that’s a big win for Carolina. 

Now...will the Hurricanes be able to actually set those shots 
up without being pestered by the stingy Bruins defense? 
That’s another topic, and it’s one we’ll cover tomorrow. But 
no matter what, it’s been a long time since we’ve been able 
to say that the Hurricanes’ goaltending is a strength in a 
series, and a definitive advantage over even one of the top 
teams in the league. 

 

 

Wolves sweep AHL awards 

The American Hockey League announced Sunday that 
Chicago Wolves forwards Andrew Poturalski and Stefan 
Noesen and goaltender Alex Lyon earned prestigious honors 
while helping the Wolves claim the Macgregor Kilpatrick 
Trophy as the league’s regular-season champions. 

Poturalski, the team captain, became the first AHL player to 
crack the 100-point barrier since 2009-10 as he recorded two 
assists in Saturday’s regular-season finale to finish with 101 
points (28G, 73A). The 28-year-old Williamsville, New York, 
native earned the John B. Sollenberger Trophy as the 
league’s top point-producer — and became the first player 
since Philadelphia’s Peter White in 1997-98 to win the 
scoring crown in back-to-back seasons. Poturalski joins the 
list of Wolves’ Sollenberger winners that includes Steve 
Maltais (2001-02), Darren Haydar (2006-07), Jason Krog 
(2007-08) and Kenny Agostino (2016-17). 

Noesen racked up 48 goals in 70 games for the Wolves — 
more than doubling his previous career-high in a professional 
season — to claim the Willie Marshall Award that goes to the 
AHL’s leading goal-scorer and finish with the league’s 
highest goal total since 2009-10. Noesen also paced the 
AHL in game-winning goals (13) and first goals (13) while 
finishing second in plus-minus rating (+35). The 29-year-old 
alternate captain from Plano, Texas, joins Brett Sterling 
(2006-07), Krog (2007-08) and Wade Megan (2016-17) as 
Wolves’ winners of the Marshall Award. 

Lyon earns acclaim as the winner of the Harry “Hap” Holmes 
Memorial Award that goes to all goaltenders who played at 

least 25 games for the team that finishes with the lowest 
goals-against average. The 29-year-old Baudette, 
Minnesota, native produced an 18-7-3 record in 30 
appearances for the Wolves and his 2.16 GAA ranked 
second in the league. 

The Wolves posted a 2.55 goals-against average during their 
76 games as they utilized a franchise-record eight 
goaltenders — Pyotr Kochetkov, Jack LaFontaine, Michael 
Lackey, Lyon, Eetu Makiniemi, Daniel Mannella, Beck Warm 
and Dylan Wells — to weather injuries, illnesses and 
National Hockey League loan recalls. 

The Wolves, who set a franchise record with their league-
leading .724 points percentage (50-16-5-5), will hold home-
ice advantage throughout the Calder Cup Playoffs. As the 
Central Division’s top seed, they have earned a first-round 
bye and await the winner of the best-of-3 series between 
fourth-seeded Rockford and fifth-seeded Texas that begins 
Wednesday. 

The winner of that series takes on the Wolves in the best-of-
5 Central Division Semifinals that begin the second week of 
May. At the minimum, the Wolves are guaranteed to host a 
home game at 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 14, at Allstate 
Arena. To purchase tickets for that date, click here. For the 
latest information about playoff tickets, times and dates, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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https://www.nhl.com/news/frederik-andersen-out-game-1-for-carolina-hurricanes/c-333648790 

https://www.nhl.com/news/rookies-to-watch-in-2022-stanley-cup-playoffs/c-333640734 
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https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/01/carolina-hurricanes-vs-boston-bruins-3-things-to-know-about-first-round-series/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/2022-nhl-playoffs-burning-questions-for-each-of-the-stanley-cup-contenders/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/1/23052128/carolina-hurricanes-vs-boston-bruins-nhl-stanley-cup-first-round-preview-goaltending 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/01/wolves-sweep-ahl-awards/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1243686 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes’ goalie Frederik Andersen discusses injury ahead of Stanley 
Cup Playoffs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The injured goalie did not participate at the Carolina Hurricanes practice 
at PNC Arena. He won’t be the starter Monday in Game 1 of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs against the Boston Bruins. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Andersen “touched” the ice and 
Andersen later agreed that a “twirl” about the ice might be the best 
description. 

“I’m progressing a little bit in terms of some of the movements I’m trying 
to do,” Andersen said Sunday in an interview with members of the 
Carolina chapter of the Professional Hockey Writers Association. “I’m not 
really close to what I’d like to be out there yet. But another day in the 
books and I’m trying to get better and get back.” 

Andersen, named team MVP for the regular season by the Carolina 
PHWA chapter, has not played since leaving the April 16 game at 
Colorado with a lower-body injury. While he has been able to complete 
off-ice workouts, it’s believed he had not been on the ice until Sunday. 

“It’s a tough time to get hurt, obviously,” Andersen said. “This is when all 
the extra fun begins. I still have some work to do to get back. I’m trying 
my best to come back and help the guys.” 

While Brind’Amour did not commit Sunday to a starting goalie for Game 
1, Antti Raanta is expected to be in net for the Canes. 

With Andersen sidelined, the Canes recalled goalie Pyotr Kochetkov from 
Chicago of the AHL on an emergency basis. Kochetkov was needed in 
three consecutive games — and won all three — after Raanta was 
injured in the April 24 road game against the New York Islanders. 

Andersen, 32, is considered a candidate for the Vezina Trophy as the 
NHL’s best goalie after a bounceback season in which he has a 34-14-3 
record, 2.17 goals-against average and .922 save percentage. That 
came after an injury-slowed final season with the Toronto Maple Leafs in 
2020-21. 

“It’s been phenomenal here, from top to bottom,” Andersen said. “I think 
you’re aware of the example Roddy (Brind’Amour) sets and everyone 
else follows suit. It’s been really cool to be a part of that, too.” 

Andersen has had some setbacks — a collision in net against 
Washington that caused concussion-type symptoms after the March 3 
game and then the injury at Colorado. 

The Canes signed Andersen and Raanta as free agents after last 
season. Kochetkov, a second-round draft pick by Carolina in 2019, 
played in the KHL this season but joined the Wolves after the KHL 
season ended in Russia. 
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“He reminds me of the Russian goalies (in the NHL) just in his stance 
and his explosiveness,” Andersen said. “He’s been fun to watch. It’s 
always cool to see guys get their start in the league.” 

While Andersen was not available Sunday for practice, forwards Andrei 
Svechnikov and Max Domi were back after sitting out the Saturday 
practice. Martin Necas again was absent but Brind’Amour said it was 
another maintenance day for the forward. 

Svechnikov received the Carolina PHWA chapter’s Josef Vasicek award 
for outstanding cooperation with the local media this season. 
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Draft picks, trades and free agency: How the Hurricanes’ record-setting 
club was built 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

It took a passionate head coach, strong leadership from within, young 
players becoming star players and some wise decisions made by 
management. 

This year’s Carolina Hurricanes have won more games (54) and 
amassed more points (116) than any team in franchise history as they 
enter the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. That includes the 2005-06 team, the 
one that put a Stanley Cup banner in PNC Arena. 

Tom Dundon is the owner who has spent to the NHL salary cap to make 
the team competitive. Don Waddell is the president and general manager 
who has negotiated the deals to keep and bring in players in addition to 
having that lucky coin at the 2018 NHL draft lottery. The Canes jumped 
from 11th to second in the first round, taking Andrei Svechnikov. 

Rod Brind’Amour, the team captain in 2006, prefers to deflect the praise 
that has come his way, but the Hurricanes had missed the playoffs for 
nine consecutive seasons before he was named head coach in 2018. 
They haven’t missed since and won the toughest division in the league -- 
the Metropolitan -- this season. 

Here’s how the 2021-22 team was assembled: 

DRAFT 

20 Sebastian Aho, F 

Everyone missed on him in the first round in 2015. The Canes didn’t miss 
in the second and landed a future All-Star. 

Having the chance to get a dynamic power forward No. 2 in 2018 was 
one of the turning points for the franchise. 

88 Martin Necas, F 

A first-round pick the year before Svechnikov, he’s speedy and flashy but 
needs more consistency, more production. 

24 Seth Jarvis, F 

The Canes’ first-round pick in 2020, he made the NHL roster this year 
and has impressed with his skill and fearless play. 

78 Steven Lorentz, F 

A seventh-round pick in 2015, he beat the odds, made it to the NHL and 
has given the Canes boundless energy. 

An alternative captain, he was taken in the fourth round in 2012 and has 
become one of the league’s most complete D-men. 

22 Brett Pesce, D 

Some might call him underrated but not the Canes. A third-round pick in 
2013, his play is steady, dependable, gritty. 

52 Pyotr Kochetkov, G 

The Canes drafted him in the second round in 2019. They’ve needed him 
after Andersen’s injury and could need more from him in the playoffs. 

11 Jordan Staal, F 

The captain. Traded to Carolina in 2012 from Pittsburgh, where he won a 
Cup, he is driven to win one with the Canes. 

86 Teuvo Teravainen, F 

Traded to Carolina with Bryan Bickell from Chicago in 2016, the Finn is 
Aho’s alter-ego on the ice and a savvy playmaker. 

16 Vincent Trocheck, F 

The Canes traded four players to Florida in 2020 to get Trocheck, who 
has some fire to his game and is super competitive. 

Waddell’s biggest steal as GM was trading forward Victor Rask to 
Minnesota in 2019 for Niederreiter, who plays a heavy game. 

48 Jordan Martinook, F 

An alternate captain, he has been an all-effort type since coming to the 
Canes from Arizona in 2018, often playing through injuries. 

13 Max Domi, F 

The Canes wanted to add another forward at the trade deadline and 
picked up a veteran with a good hockey lineage and snarl in his style of 
game. 

76 Brady Skjei, D 

Stunned when traded by the Rangers in 2020, his pairing with Pesce has 
been a lineup fixture and he’s showing off a scoring touch. 

The Canes traded Warren Foegele to Edmonton for Bear, whose first 
season with Carolina has had peaks and valleys. 

FREE AGENCY 

31 Frederik Andersen, G 

Until his injury in Colorado, was a top candidate for the Vezina Trophy as 
the NHL’s best goalie. The Canes need him at his best in the playoffs. 

32 Antti Raanta, G 

Andersen and Raanta gave the Canes a new look in net this season as 
free agents. Raanta has filled his backup role perfectly. 

77 Tony DeAngelo, D 

The Canes gave him a chance this season when a lot of others passed 
because of his past, and DeAngelo has made the most of it. 

The veteran won two Cups with the Penguins, is a low-maintenance 
player who can kill penalties. Checks a lot of boxs. 

71 Jesper Fast, F 

Fast has been called the team’s “worker bee” by Staal and wins battles 
on the walls, yet has just four penalty minutes this season. 

Versatile veteran can be used at center or the wing. His 106 games of 
playoff experience adds to his value. 

7 Brendan Smith, D 

Not hesitant to mix things up physically. Suffered a fractured skull this 
season blocking a shot but soon was dropping the gloves again. 

OFFER SHEET 

82 Jesperi Kotkaniemi, F 
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The September surprise. The Canes made an offer sheet, the Montreal 
Canadiens did not match it and Kotkaniemi had a new team. Has since 
signed an eight-year contract extension. 
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With Freddie Andersen out for Game 1, who will the Hurricanes turn to in 
net? 

 

Sara Civian  

 

The Hurricanes won’t have their potential Vezina finalist in net for Game 
1 of the playoffs, at least. It’s still not clear who will be. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour told the media at PNC Arena on Sunday that 
Freddie Andersen, the team’s ace all season, will not be starting against 
the Bruins on Monday. 

“It’s not going to be Freddie tomorrow, I can tell you that,” he said. “He 
touched the ice today. You can take what you want out of that.” 

Andersen has been out of the lineup with a left leg injury since April 17, 
and while sources have said he’s expected back for the playoffs at some 
point, there has been a hesitance to provide a timeline. The Hurricanes 
don’t want to rush him back, regardless of his excellent season and great 
numbers against the Bruins. They want a goalie who’s 100 percent. 

“It’s a tough time to get hurt. This is where the fun begins,” Andersen said 
Sunday after being awarded team MVP. “I still have some work to do 
before I get back. It’s not as straightforward for me as it is with other 
positions. In my position, I have to be in a lot of different positions. But 
I’m doing my best to try to come back and help the guys. I’m progressing 
a little bit in terms of some movements I’m trying to do, but nothing close 
to what I would like to do out there yet. But another day in the books of 
trying to get better and trying to get back.” 

The tandem of Andersen and Antti Raanta won the Jennings Trophy this 
season, presented each year to goaltenders having played at least 25 
games for the team allowing the fewest goals. 

Raanta has been solid for the Canes this season, as well, ending the 
regular season with a .912 save percentage and a 2.45 goals-against 
average. He’s played in relief five times throughout his playoff history, but 
if Raanta is named Game 1 starter, it would be the first time in his nine 
NHL seasons he’d get the nod. 

“Obviously, that’s pretty much the goal when you play hockey — you 
want to play these games,” he said Sunday. “It’s going to be exciting. I 
think the whole team is excited. At the same time, you’re trying to focus 
on the right things — don’t get too excited and start overplaying, things 
like that. Preparing like it’s a (regular) hockey game.” 

When asked if Raanta will be the starter, Brind’Amour said “maybe.” Was 
that him being coy, or does Pyotr Kochetkov have a chance? 

The Canes called up Kochetkov, March’s AHL goalie of the month, due 
to Andersen’s injury, and he has become an unexpected cult hero in just 
three games. He’s gone 3-0-0, played a back-to-back because of a minor 
Raanta injury, and has shown real technical skill and growing confidence 
in a short amount of time. 

“He kind of reminds me a little bit of the (great) Russian goalies right 
now,” Andersen said. “His stance and his explosiveness. It’s been fun to 
watch. It’s always cool to see guys get their start. A good memory for him 
to win that first game and ride on the next couple games.” 

Kochetkov carries himself with a blissful confidence Brind’Amour playfully 
referred to as “not knowing any better.” Part of that is being thrown into 
the NHL and immediately succeeding, but part of that is the language 

barrier, as Kochetkov doesn’t speak English. He’s leaned on Canes 
scout Sergei Samsonov and now Andrei Svechnikov for translations. 

“He’s funny in English, but in Russian he’s a little more serious,” 
Svechnikov told The Athletic. “I think he’s a great goalie, and he’s going 
to be huge for us. He feels confident in the locker room, and all the guys 
like him. … All the guys come to me and ask me to tell him (stuff). It’s 
easy and fun and reminds me of those years I couldn’t really speak 
English. It’s kind of hard for him, but I try my best to help him.” 

If Kochetkov gets a start, of course, it wouldn’t be the first time a 
Hurricanes rookie goalie took over in the playoffs. Brind’Amour was the 
captain in 2006 when Cam Ward stepped into the net and led the Canes 
on a Cup run. 

“There’s certain goalies teams play for and they rally around,” Wolves 
GM Wendell Young told The Athletic. “I think he’s one of those guys. … 
He sees the game a certain way, he plays it a certain way, and it works. 
Of course, there are certain things that need to be tweaked in time, but 
when a goalie’s feeling good, you don’t touch him.” 

Who the Canes name the starter tomorrow will reveal a bit about their 
mentality. On one hand, you’ve got Raanta, who has been pretty 
consistent and deserving all season. On the other, you’ve got an exciting 
rookie and a coach who won a Stanley Cup on the back of a similar 
situation. 

“I think that sometimes negativity can be a rallying point,” former Cane 
and Bruin Aaron Ward told The Athletic. “And what I mean by that is 
sometimes knowing you’re going into it a little bit imperfect, not knowing if 
Andersen is going in there, maybe going in with a rookie Russian goalie. 
There’s a lot of getting accustomed, I think, for the team that could be, if 
used effectively by the coaching staff, a rallying moment for this team 
early on. You’ve been handed a perfect opportunity of getting close 
together as a team.” 
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2022 NHL playoff preview: Bruins vs. Hurricanes 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman  

 

Carolina has been one of the NHL’s best teams all season, a picture of 
consistency thanks to a well-balanced group from top to bottom. The 
Hurricanes won the Metropolitan Division as a result of that effort, but in 
the Eastern Conference, there are no rewards for regular-season 
success. Every draw is tough, and unfortunately for the Hurricanes, they 
drew the big bad Bruins in Round 1. 

It’s a team that Carolina dominated during the regular season, but the 
playoffs are a different beast, one that Boston is well-versed in. The 
Bruins have come on strong in the second half, as they always do, and 
that leaves the series hanging in the balance. This unsurprisingly projects 
to be the tightest matchup of the opening round. 

Who will prevail? Flip a coin. 

The odds here are virtually 50-50 and an extra percentage point lean 
toward Boston might as well be a rounding error. This will be a tightly 
contested matchup based on the talent on each roster. 

But there are three arguments that suggest it might not be as tight as the 
model predicts — and only one works in Carolina’s favor. That would be 
the season series going decisively to Carolina — a sweep in 
commanding fashion. That’s not accounted for here, and the small 
sample may not be representative of what’s to come. The playoffs are 
different, and the two arguments against Carolina are a bit more 
concerning. 
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The first is the heavy-hockey element. Carolina is feisty, but the Bruins 
are bigger and more physical, and if that’s a factor in this series, it will 
push it in Boston’s direction. 

The other argument is much more concerning: Frederik Andersen’s 
potential absence could be a problem for Carolina. It’s looking very 
unlikely he’ll be available for Game 1, and the odds here reflect that … 
and only that. If he misses Game 2 and beyond, the series drifts further 
and further in Boston’s direction. Goaltending was one of Carolina’s 
potential advantages in this series, and the absence of Andersen throws 
a wrench into that. 

If he’s not available for a majority of this series, it’s going to be an uphill 
battle. Still, it’s one Carolina has built up all season for. The Hurricanes 
were the division winners for a reason. They’re a team the model likely 
underrates. They have the tools, talent and system to prevail. 

Carolina is legitimately one of the best teams in the league on both ends 
of the ice, by the numbers. The Corsi Canes earned their nickname all 
season long and matched that volume shooting with quality chances. 
They finished the regular season on a high, with one of the best shot 
rates in the league at five-on-five and one of the best expected goal rates 
at five-on-five. 

But they’re going against one of the best teams at shutting down offense. 
Boston keeps its opponents out of the home plate area, insulating its 
goaltenders from quality shots at the best rate in the league – something 
the Bruins maintained over the last month of play. That stout defense will 
be tested against an aggressive offensive team. 

The Bruins aren’t the only strong defensive team in this matchup, though. 
The Hurricanes have been the No. 1 team at limiting their opponents’ 
shots and have taken strides in protecting the scoring areas over the past 
month of play. They’re going to need to keep that up with their current 
goaltending situation, which has unsurprisingly led to a higher rate of 
goals allowed in recent weeks. 

While Boston is a good team offensively — and has improved over the 
past month in its below-the-surface numbers — it’s not quite at the 
overwhelming level of the Hurricanes. The Bruins have suffered through 
one of the lowest shooting percentages in the league, though. The 
expectation should be for that to rebound closer to the mean because 
they have the finishing talent — and that could prove tricky with 
Carolina’s goaltending in mind. 

Neither team has had too much luck on the power play, especially as of 
late. The Hurricanes create more than their opponents but haven’t had 
the results to show for it, with an actual goals rate of 3.91 per 60 minutes 
when the expected rate is closer to nine. It could help that the Bruins’ 
penalty killing has slipped a bit lately. 

Boston’s star-studded power play hasn’t quite produced the expected 
results, and that’ll be hard to change matching up against the league’s 
best penalty kill. The Hurricanes take a lot of penalties, but they’ve 
managed to mitigate the damage with a true power kill that drives play 
out of their own zone and creates chaos for their opponent. The team 
does the work in front of the net to ease the workload of its goaltenders. 
They just need the goaltenders to respond well to it. 

Goaltending is going to be a focal point in this series for the Hurricanes. 
Andersen’s bounce-back season has landed him second in the league 
with more than 28 goals saved above expected. Private models that 
account for pre-shot movement show a lower number than the one based 
on public data, but they still hold him as one of the better goaltenders in 
the league. He’s projected to be worth four wins, a big upgrade from Antti 
Raanta’s 1.6. 

Raanta is a fine backup and saved 7.8 more goals than expected this 
season, but he has durability concerns as well. The other option is Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who is an unproven commodity with just three games of NHL 
experience to his name. With the Hurricanes’ defense playing at such a 
high level, average netminding could be enough — but that’s something 
that’s tricky to bet on when going up against the star power of the Bruins. 

Even without Andersen, the Hurricanes hold the goaltending edge, 
though. Boston’s goalie situation looks fluid, as well, with both Linus 
Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman looking like viable options. The duo split 
the net evenly this season, with 41 games apiece, and Ullmark came out 
on top with a .917 save percentage and 2.4 goals allowed above 
expected. That should mean he gets the first crack at the starter’s role in 
Game 1, as Swayman sported a .913 save percentage and allowed 3.7 
goals above expected. Either way, it’s a weakness for the team — one 
that would’ve been easier to exploit if Carolina didn’t have its own 
goaltending issues to worry about. 

In front of the goalies are two very strong defenses led by two of the best 
all-around defenders in the league, Jaccob Slavin and Charlie McAvoy. 

Slavin’s one of the best shutdown defenders in the league, even though 
he doesn’t fit the traditional one-dimensional, physical build that can be 
expected of that role. He’s actually one of the least physical defensemen 
in the league, using his positioning and stick to close off lanes to 
incoming opponents, retrieve pucks and turn play around. Few can clear 
the zone as effectively as Slavin. And there’s a discipline to his game that 
makes him all the more effective; he has just five minor infractions across 
a 79-game season. That all carries over to the penalty kill, as well, as he 
has one of the largest shorthanded impacts in the league. 

What holds his projected value back is his play on the other side of the 
ice. The Hurricanes are still a strong offensive team with him deployed, 
but he doesn’t have the point totals of other No. 1 defensemen in the 
league — not at five-on-five or on the power play, where he plays on the 
second unit. 

The offensive aspects are left to his partner, Tony DeAngelo, who took 
the place of Dougie Hamilton on that top pairing. Together, Slavin and 
DeAngelo are worth about 5.2 projected wins, which does stack up well 
against the Bruins’ leading duo. However, the model does tend to 
overrate the offense DeAngelo brings, so that may project more value 
than the Hurricanes will actually get. Still, DeAngelo has had a fine 
season alongside Slavin, who can mitigate the defensive lapses in his 
game and remain steady when DeAngelo opts to rove up the ice. His 
time away from the shutdown defenseman is another story entirely. The 
pair has earned a 60 percent expected goals rate in their time together. 

The key for DeAngelo is going to be taking inspiration from his partner’s 
disciplined game when the pressure rises in the playoffs. While he drew 
11 minors, he still ended the year with a negative differential. Carolina 
may have an elite penalty kill, but it needs to try to limit its time against 
the Bruins’ power play. 

McAvoy’s value used to carry the same issues as Slavin — lessened by 
a lack of points, thanks to being stuck on the second power-play unit. 
Last season, he was right around 2.8 wins himself, but he took a massive 
step forward in 2021-22 as his offensive game blossomed and he 
continued to grow into arguably the game’s best shutdown defenceman. 
By GSVA, only Cale Makar provided more value to his team among 
defenders than McAvoy’s five wins of value, and much of that came on 
the defensive side of the puck. McAvoy’s defensive rating was nearly 10 
goals better than the next best defenseman. 

While that’s partially because of his incredible smarts and defensive zone 
instincts, it’s also in part because of his terrific ability to move the puck up 
ice. McAvoy commands the pace of play better than anyone at five-on-
five, earning a 63 percent expected goals rate on the season. Among 
defenders who’ve played 1,000 minutes, it’s the third-highest mark since 
2007-08. The duel between him and Slavin as to who can push play 
more effectively will be a treat to watch for those following closely. 

It goes beyond those two, though, as both teams have pretty strong 
defensive depth, creating a stacked top four on both sides. 

For the Hurricanes’ second pair, that’s Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce. 
Gone are the days when Carolina stacked its top two on the same 
pairing; instead the Hurricanes are able to split their two best defensive 
defenders in the top four. Pesce can be counted on to hold the blue line, 
not allowing many entries against or chances off of the entries that do 
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slip by. This has proven to be a better position for Skjei compared to his 
last couple of years in New York. 

The Bruins’ top four is augmented by Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon Carlo, 
who are both terrific at shutting down teams. Grzelcyk has spent a lot of 
the year with McAvoy, and the duo put up some ridiculous numbers 
together, but his small frame may mean sliding down to the second pair 
in the playoffs. He pairs nicely with Carlo, adding some much-needed 
puck-moving utility to the combo. Carlo defends well, but the rest of his 
game is lacking. He’s at his best with a player who has Grzelcyk’s 
skillset, and Carlo’s size should help shield the small-statured defender. 

Grzelcyk’s size is likely one reason Boston prioritized getting another top-
four defender at the deadline. The Bruins paid a hefty price to acquire 
Hampus Lindholm, but he’s fit like a glove so far next to McAvoy on the 
top pair, allowing Grzelcyk to shift away from top matchups. Lindholm 
looked like a player in decline with Anaheim, but he’s been rejuvenated in 
Boston. In 131 minutes with McAvoy and Lindholm together, the Bruins 
earned two-thirds of the expected goals and outscored opponents 12-3. 
Lindholm’s presence makes the team’s defense much deeper. 

The defense is mostly a wash, but the edge up front belongs to Boston 
thanks to the team’s star power. As long as Patrice Bergeron, Brad 
Marchand and David Pastrnak continue to play elite-level hockey, that’s a 
story that won’t change. 

The Bruins split the trio up this year, a move that’s paid pretty big 
dividends in adding balance to their attack. Bergeron and Marchand have 
continued to crush minutes no matter who’s on the right side while 
Pastrnak has been allowed to feast on secondary competition. It’s a 
matchup nightmare. 

What Bergeron and Marchand have accomplished this season has been 
really special with the duo earning 70 percent of the expected goals while 
playing together. Seventy. That’s an unheard of mark over 700 or so 
minutes as the dynamic duo’s chemistry continues to grow and evolve. 
They own the puck and that’s thanks to Marchand’s dynamic ability with it 
and Bergeron’s smarts away from it. The latter looks like a shoo-in for his 
record fifth Selke after putting up the best defensive numbers of an 
already illustrious career. Together, this duo allows only 1.47 expected 
goals against per 60. It’s going to be very difficult for Carolina to get by 
these two. 

That the duo can impose their will on anyone regardless of the man on 
the right side is a luxury for Boston because it means freeing up Pastrnak 
to drive his own line. And he has. The second line has also been 
dominant this year and though Pastrnak started slow offensively he 
eventually found his form ending the season with 77 points in 72 games 
– and getting back to the 40-goal mark. He’s a pure sniper, but there’s 
more to his game than that. You don’t play for so long with Bergeron and 
Pastrnak without picking up a few things, and his on-ice numbers are still 
sparkling this season, despite the time apart from that duo. For the year 
he had a 59 percent expected goals rate. 

Between Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho, the Hurricanes have 
some elite talent of their own leading their forward group. It’s just not on 
Boston’s level. Aho’s a high-end two-way center whose disruptive game 
can make a difference in this series. Aggressive forechecking is a 
defining characteristic of this Carolina team, as represented by the play 
of its top center. Aho can create offense off the rush, or recover dump-ins 
and move play back up the ice to spark cycle plays. He’s likely going to 
see a heavy dose of the Bruins’ best, seeing as he goes up against top 
competition consistently. 

On the wing, there’s Svechnikov, who set career highs with 30 goals and 
69 points on the season in 78 games. Through each year of his NHL 
career so far, he’s been a force at five-on-five in the offensive zone, 
driving to that net-front area. He’s a creative player offensively, with the 
hands to do some damage in this series with his passing or finishing 
ability. Lately, Aho and Svechnikov have been playing together on the 
top line, alongside rookie Seth Jarvis, driving play to a tune of a 57.7 
percent expected goals rate, which they’ve been matching with actual 
results. 

While the Svechnikov-Aho duo puts in the work that can make them such 
a difficult opponent to match up against, they still project to fall short of 
the Bruins’ elite, with a collective projected value of six wins to their nine. 

Regardless, there’s still high-end talent below that top line in Carolina, 
with Teuvo Teravainen, whose effective two-way play continues to go 
under the radar, and Vincent Trocheck down the middle. The pair can 
match up in value to Taylor Hall and Erik Haula, but Boston blows them 
out of the water with Pastrnak rounding out the group versus deadline 
acquisition Max Domi for the Hurricanes. 

Boston’s top six is scary beyond the big three. Hall isn’t what he once 
was but remains a top-line-caliber winger, scoring 61 points this season 
while being his usual dominant self at five-on-five. He was Boston’s best 
player at entering the zone with control and was one of the league’s best 
players off the rush. He attacks with speed, which blends nicely with 
Pastrnak’s skill-set. There was a big question mark in the wake of David 
Krejci’s departure over who could fill his shoes and it seems Haula has 
been able to do just that, paired with two strong wingers. Since the 
promotion, he’s been incredibly productive, looking close to the player he 
once was at his peak. He scored 2.23 points per 60 at five-on-five this 
year, a first-line rate. 

Haula’s resurgence has been a blessing for Boston, considering he was 
acquired at the bargain bin during the offseason, but he isn’t the only 
one. Jake DeBrusk’s bounce-back campaign has been a big story in 
Boston, and he’s back to looking like a legitimate top-six talent. He 
struggled mightily in Boston’s bottom six, but put him with some talented 
players and he can thrive. His ability to hold his own next to Bergeron 
and Marchand was the key to Boston finding more balance in the top six. 
His speed and tenacity make him an excellent forechecker. 

Below that top six, the depth advantage goes to the Hurricanes. That’s 
why Carolina may be hoping the output from its forward group can be 
greater than the sum of the parts. While there isn’t that same level of 
high-end talent, all four lines can try to wear down the Bruins’ best. 
Throughout the bottom six, there are players who can use the body to 
separate players from the puck and embody that “heavy” style of hockey 
that the playoffs are known for. 

The Hurricanes’ third line can grind it out against top players and create 
offense off the forecheck and will likely be deployed to pressure the 
Bruins’ top six, along with the Aho line. They create quality over quantity 
offense and are incredibly stingy back in their own zone, which has 
helped them outscore opponents 34-13. Together, they’re projected to be 
worth 5.1 wins, while Boston’s third line is at 2.9 collectively. 

Nino Niederreiter adds a scoring touch to the third line, alongside 
defensive center Jordan Staal. Jesper Fast is the ideal utility player 
whose playing style has meshed well with the Hurricanes over the past 
two seasons. He’s one of the best defensive forwards in the league, and 
while not an offensive generator himself, has shown that he can slot up 
higher in the lineup to skate alongside top players when asked. When a 
team looks to a two-way player to stabilize a scoring line, there’s a 
difference between bringing defense at the expense of offense and 
legitimately keeping up. Fast falls into the latter category, which makes 
him very useful, and he’s currently slotted in the most appropriate 
position for his skill set. 

Carolina has options for its fourth line, too. Martin Necas has slid down 
the lineup to play with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jordan Martinook. Derek 
Stepan and Steven Lorentz are available if the coaches opt to mix things 
up — both would project higher than veteran Martinook if they slot in his 
place. Any combination of these players will uphold the Hurricanes’ 
quintessential style of play. Their presence over Necas, however, is a 
step down in value. 

The Bruins aren’t a completely top-heavy team, but going up against 
Carolina makes the bottom six look like a real issue. 

The always underrated Craig Smith was a second-line mainstay last 
season and has remained effective lower in the lineup, but he’s the only 
needle-mover here. He’s a pure volume shooter, which pairs well with 
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Charlie Coyle’s modest playmaking ability. Though his point totals may 
not look impressive, Smith’s efficiency remains top-notch, as he scored 
1.04 goals per 60 minutes at five-on-five and 2.07 points per 60. The 
former ranked fourth on the team and 64th leaguewide. That’s impressive 
for someone on the third line. And, of course, he maintained his usual 
ability in driving play, with a 57 percent expected goals rate. 

That’s fine, but the rest leaves a lot to be desired. The bottom trio was 
outscored heavily this year and has a hard time creating offense. That 
puts more pressure on the top six to score. 

Coyle’s play on the third line is a bigger issue, though, as his 52 percent 
expected goals rate, while fine in a vacuum, was one of the worst marks 
on the team. In each of the past two seasons, the Bruins have been 
significantly better without him on the ice — and while that’s obvious 
based on who else is on the team, the degree of it is a bit alarming. His 
scoring picked up a bit this season, which is a plus, and he played fine 
with Smith, but his inability to drive play might be a liability in this series. 

The bottom line 

This is the closest series of the first round, and your preferred outcome 
may depend on what you value most. If it’s high-end talent and star 
power, then it’s hard not to like what Boston has to offer. Very few teams 
can stack up to a quartet of Marchand, Bergeron, Pastrnak and McAvoy, 
and the Hurricanes aren’t one of them. If it’s depth and a complete team 
effort you think will take a team far, then it’s hard not to like Carolina’s 
roster. The Hurricanes have fewer holes and a more balanced group 
overall. 

The biggest X-factor will come between the pipes, though. If Andersen 
can return quickly and be the dominant presence he was during the 
season, that’s an edge for Carolina over a very inexperienced goalie 
tandem. But the more games he misses, the more it’s advantage Bruins, 
whose deficiency in net wouldn’t be as large, leaving a more talented 
roster to take center stage. 

It’s going to be a tantalizing series to watch between two relatively even 
teams. May the best one win. 

Data via Evolving Hockey, Natural Stat Trick, HockeyViz, Hockey Stat 
Cards and the NHL.     
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Bruins goaltender Linus Ullmark to get the start in Game 1 against 
Hurricanes 

 

By Julian Benbow  

 

Linus Ullmark will be the Game 1 goalie Monday when the Bruins open 
their first-round playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

This will be the first taste of the postseason for the 28-year-old veteran. 

Ullmark had a career year in his first season with the Bruins after signing 
a four-year, $20 million contract last summer. He won a career-high 25 
games and his .917 save percentage tied the second-best mark of his 
career. 

Ullmark spent the season in a competition with Jeremy Swayman that 
forged a bond between the two and brought the best out of both on the 
ice. They were the only tandem in the league to win 20 games each. 

“He’s gotten better as the year went on,” said Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy. “So I’d say that’s part of competition, part of getting comfortable 
being a Bruin. Could be a lot of different reasons, but competition’s 
definitely one of them.” 

Ullmark started the season 3-3 over his first six starts, then went 11-2 
over his next 14. When Tuukka Rask, a mainstay between the pipes for 
the Bruins, made a comeback attempt in January, Ullmark stayed in 
Boston while Swayman went to AHL Providence. 

Swayman surged, but Ullmark ended the season strong, going 9-1-0 with 
a .945 save percentage his final 11 starts, which includes April 14 vs. the 
Senators, which he started but played only one period because he was 
injured. 

“Here he trended very well for us,” Cassidy said. “You want to be playing 
your best hockey as the playoffs near and I’d certainly say he is.” 

The Bruins have made it clear they intend to use both goalies throughout 
the playoffs. If a hot hand emerges, they’ll ride it. But they’ll continue to 
lean on a tandem that’s been one of the team’s strengths all season. 

“It’s created great competition,” said general manager Don Sweeney. 
“We’ve had good depth in net all year long. Feeling confident in both 
players as we do entering into the playoffs.” 

Wagner with team 

Chris Wagner spent the season in AHL Providence, but he’ll join the 
team in Raleigh for the start of the postseason. 

Wagner, an eight-year veteran who’s been with the Bruins since 2018 but 
was sent to Providence after training camp, played one NHL game this 
season — the season finale against Toronto. 

Sweeney said he was in constant communication with Wagner during the 
season. 

“He was patient about things — not happy about things — but a really 
good soldier and leader, which was important for our organization,” 
Sweeney said. “He just kept asking me, if he’s playing well and his 
game’s on top of it, is he a part of moving forward? 

“I’ve always told him, ultimately, coach decides the lineup. But that being 
said, he’s going to put the players that are going to help them win, 
especially as the intensity ramps up and Chris can provide what he does. 
He did that in the very last game of the year and earned his right to be 
part of this group going forward.” 

Wagner and Anton Blidh will travel with the team as extra forwards. and 
Josh Brown will be the extra defenseman, giving the Bruins 24 skaters 
plus Swayman backing up Ullmark. 

Bergeron mum on future 

One of the biggest question marks looming over the Bruins season was 
the future of Patrice Bergeron. 

Even Sweeney joked about how hard it would be to get an answer from 
the captain about his plans beyond this season. 

“Good luck on that one,” Sweeney said. 

With 18 NHL seasons under his belt, Bergeron came into the season 
saying he wanted to play out the year and talk about his future after. 

That hasn’t changed. 

“Honestly, I’ve done a good job of staying in the moment and I think 
that’s where I’m at right now still,” Bergeron said. “Being ready for Game 
1 of the playoffs and that’s all I should really focus on.” 

Sweeney said he’s respected Bergeron’s space but will welcome the talk 
whenever Bergeron’s ready. 

“I’m doing the same thing everybody else is,” Sweeney said. “As I’ve 
referenced all along, my job is to put together the most competitive group 
that we can so that I extend his shelf life of wanting to play. His impact is 
not questioned in terms of what he can do on and off the ice. 

“It’s just a matter of how long he wants to continue to do it. And we’re 
hopeful that he does. I believe in my heart that he does but ultimately it is 
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Patrice’s decision and I’ve been respectful of that from Day 1 and will 
continue to be until he says, let’s get this done.” 
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Here are four components which could tilt Bruins-Hurricanes first-round 
matchup 

 

By Matt Porter  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — If what’s past is prologue, it won’t take long for this 
Bruins-Hurricanes series to get spicy. 

In a January press conference, Vincent Trocheck used the word “rat” in 
reference to Brad Marchand, who retorted on social media that 
comparing those two players is like putting a Lamborghini against a 
Prius. 

Checkered flag goes to Trocheck on that one: The Bruins had their doors 
blown off, 7-1, and 6-0, in the next two meetings. 

Erik Haula, who had a brief and reportedly acrimonious stay in Carolina, 
was booed vociferously when he returned with Nashville in the 2021 
playoffs. The temperature rose whenever he was on the ice then, as it 
did when Boston lost, 3-0, in Raleigh in October. 

The Bruins think they can handle the Canes, whom they whipped in the 
2019 Eastern Conference Finals (4-0), and quickly dispatched in the first 
round in 2020 (4-1). 

The Canes think they can handle the Bruins, who landed 99 shots in 
three games and produced one goal. 

We’re comfortable stating that this won’t be a 16-1 series on the 
scoreboard. Here are four areas that might swing this first-round series: 

Carolina’s pressure 

The Hurricanes, under their fitness freak of a coach, Rod Brind’Amour, 
will skate, skate, skate. They pinch from the point. They press on the 
breakout. They dump the puck in, arrive first, and put it on net. It’s a 
caffeinated style that forces snowballing mistakes. 

The Bruins are structured and patient, which helps them lock down their 
defensive zone. It also means they’re sometimes guilty of taking too 
much time to make decisions. If they can use Carolina’s pouncing to their 
advantage — get them to overcommit — they will find open ice. 

The Bruins’ first forechecker has to be physical, coach Bruce Cassidy 
noted, must get a piece of the defenseman he’s battling. Carolina, by 
Boston’s research, isn’t as effective on the break when their defensemen 
don’t join the rush. 

It is also critical that the third (high) forward — often a center, like 
newcomers Haula and Tomas Nosek — knows when to join the 
forecheck and when to hang back to prevent a counterattack. 

Special teams 

The Bruins scored seven power-play goals in four games in 2019. 
Cassidy pointed to successful entries, combatting the pressure and 
holding the blue line. They scored a couple off the rush. It was a strong 
performance. 

It came after the Game 2 adjustment that saw the Bruins solve Carolina’s 
aggressive D by throwing pucks behind them. The Canes will pounce to 
try and kill the play, so the Bruins’ patience served them well. 

“They want to deny entries, get to pucks quick, close off passing lanes,” 
Cassidy said. His team, he felt, needs to have a “5 on 5 mentality” — 

spin out of checks, take hits to make plays. “If we have that mentality, 
we’ll get some looks,” he said. “If not, we’re going to be working on our 
entries quite a lot.” 

The Bruins’ power-play struggles are well documented (0 for 39 in the 
final few weeks). Also, they are particularly susceptible to allowing 
shorthanded goals: seven 5-on-4 goals against, tied for 10th most in the 
league. While that wasn’t as bad as they were in 2019 (they allowed 14), 
they have finished in the top 10 in that category five years running under 
Cassidy. 

They did not allow a shortie to the Canes in three meetings this year. 
Their only goal was a PPG. That left them 1 for 14 against Carolina, 
which allowed the second fewest 5-on-4 goals in the league. 

It’s worth noting that the Bruins raised a banner in 2011 with a dormant 
power play. They got to the Final in 2019 while bleeding shorthanded 
chances. 

The goaltending questions 

Before this season, 22-year-old Pyotr Kochetkov had never made more 
than 31 appearances in a season. He is up to 41, with three in an NHL 
uniform (3-0-0, .902 save percentage). If he’s in net, the Bruins will look 
upstairs, where many rookies are vulnerable. 

If the Hurricanes roll with Antti Raanta, he’ll be trying to prove himself as 
a playoff goalie. The oft-injured Finn has an .846 save percentage in five 
playoff appearances, three with the Rangers in 2016 and two with the 
Coyotes in 2020. 

If Frederik Andersen (left leg) is healthy enough to go, the ex-Maple Leaf 
will allow rebounds. It’s up to the Bruins to fight for them. Andersen’s 
teammates have done a solid job of clearing them this season, helping 
his Vezina Trophy candidacy (35-14-3, 2.17 GAA, .922 save 
percentage). 

Meanwhile, the areas of Linus Ullmark’s game that were issues in the 
early going — puck play, rebound control — have settled as he adjusted 
to the Bruins’ defense. 

His new team defends in layers, so players are switching and passing off 
responsibility, rather than following their man. He is trending up, which is 
why he earned the nod over Jeremy Swayman to start the first round. 

No more top-heavy offense 

The eye-opening decision to move David Pastrnak off the No. 1 line and 
promote Jake DeBrusk has worked as well as Cassidy could have 
hoped. 

After a sluggish start that had him scratched and asking for a trade, 
DeBrusk wound up with 25 goals. He got there with a PPG in Game 82, 
after bumping into Justin Holl and crashing hard into the boards in 
Toronto. 

Pastrnak hit 40 strikes despite a three-week core injury late in the year. 
He settled in with Haula and Taylor Hall, giving Boston two legitimate 
scoring lines. 

If either line is stifled, Cassidy might return to the Marchand-Bergeron-
Pastrnak unit that lit up the league in recent years. Those three have a 
few faceoff plays they can run, which could help in a critical situation. 

Any Bruins line must find ways to get to the front of the net, where 
Carolina doesn’t have overwhelming size or defensive stoutness. 
Prepare to hear the term “inside ice” a lot in the coming days. 
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Bruins need to boost their ‘inside game’ to challenge Hurricanes 
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By Kevin Paul  

 

If there is a key to beating the speedy, efficient Carolina Hurricanes, the 
Bruins have yet to find it this season. In their three meetings, the 
Hurricanes chewed up the Bruins by a collective score of 16-1, struck five 
times on 12 power-play chances, and held a lopsided 152:35 to 00:00 
advantage in lead time. 

It was, in the spirit of that old, forgotten Atlanta franchise, a total 
thrashing. 

“They’ve had their way with us,” admitted Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, 
following Friday night’s season wrapup, a 5-2 loss, in Toronto. 

The Hurricanes led the league this season in team defense, yielding only 
200 goals across 82 games, 152 of those at 5-on-5, ranking second best 
in the league in that critical category. They also killed 88 percent of 
opposition power plays, also No. 1. 

Perpetually in motion from the opening faceoff, the Hurricanes are fast, 
aggressive, nearly robotic in their execution. Perhaps most impressive of 
all, they are all of that from start to finish, a tribute to their coaching (Rod 
Brind’Amour) and the Energizer Bunny legs and discipline it takes to 
carry out such a demanding game plan. 

So, going into Game 1 of the best-of-seven series Monday night in 
Raleigh, job No. 1 for the Bruins is to identify the Hurricanes’ vulnerability 
— if there is one — and then try to exploit it. 

Easy? No. But far from impossible. 

It will come down to forcing the Hurricanes into a game they typically 
haven’t had to play, making them grind in their own end. It will require 
first denying them the ability to generate speed to break out, and in turn 
establishing that “inside ice” game that, quite frankly, has proven a fatal 
Bruins bugaboo in recent playoff seasons. 

In both 2018 and 2020, the Bruins were sent packing by the Lightning in 
Round 2, repeatedly ineffective when it came to slipping under the stout, 
skilled Tampa defense and landing meaningful, never mind successful, 
chances on netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

The same trap door happened in Round 2 last June against the 
Islanders. While the Bruins’ own backline grew increasingly porous due 
to injury, the Isles defenders seemed to grow only bigger and stronger, 
Boston forwards again were unable to produce Grade A chances on net 
and the series ended in six games — one more than it took the Bolts in 
both ‘18 and ‘20. An extra 60 minutes. Small consolation. 

“It’s what you need in the playoffs,” said No. 3 center Charlie Coyle prior 
to packing up Friday night in Toronto. “It’s hard to get to the dirty areas, 
get inside them and create havoc down there. It’s not always pretty goals 
… it’s second, third, and fourth efforts, tips around the net, garbage goals 
... you need to get inside and get around their net.” 

The Hurricanes, for all their gifts, aren’t built on the backline with the kind 
of moxie and heft that the Bruins faced when eliminated by the Bolts and 
Isles. 

Carolina blue liners deliver points, in abundance. Their top four 
producers back there, including Ranger refugee Tony DeAngelo (51 
points), Jaccob Slavin (42), Brady Skjei (39) and Brett Pesce (28) 
combined for a 30-130—160 line across 82 games. 

The Bruins, meanwhile, dressed 13 defensemen for the season, and 
their collective line was 31–119—150. It’s pretty obvious the Hurricanes 
prefer to tilt the ice with their defensemen headed downhill. 

It will be up to the Boston forwards first to pressure DeAngelo, Slavin, 
Skjei, and Pesce, be it by driving pucks to the back wall to keep 
possession or force turnovers, or by smart, strong puck plays in front and 
around the net. The Bruins will want to make this a sandpaper series, 
while the Hurricanes, especially on the back, will prefer a game of quick 
outs, fast advances, and O-zone rushes. 

Cassidy, post-game on Friday, said he’s “encouraged” from what he’s 
seen of his forwards’ inside game this season. 

“I’ll be able to answer your question once we get into the meat of the 
series,” he said. “A line like Coyle’s line [with wingers Trent Frederic and 
Craig Smith] has been really good for us, adding some offense, and they 
have that inside presence. We might have been lacking a little bit of that 
last year, or we didn’t get it.” 

In the 2020 playoffs, held in the Toronto bubble, the Bruins turned the 
series vs. the Hurricanes on a big hit in Carolina’s end, delivered by 
Charlie McAvoy in Game 4. As veteran center Jordan Staal curled off the 
right wing wall, the puck on his backhand, a steaming McAvoy obliterated 
him with a derriere-first check to the chest. A furious Staal, angry for 
having his head down prior to the pasting, fired his stick into the floor as 
he made his way down the runway to the dressing room. 

The hit soon led to a string of three Boston goals, turning a 2-1 deficit into 
a 4-2 win and 3-1 series lead. The Bruins closed it out in five games. One 
big hit changed the chemistry of the series. 

It can be a fool’s errand to hunt for that kind of hit, but it’s a sure bet 
Cassidy’s checklist into Game 1 will include keeping Carolina 
defensemen constantly under physical pressure. For a team that lost only 
20 times in regulation this season, it may not be the only way to get to 
the Hurricanes, but it may be the best chance. 

“I think we are in tune with it,” said Cassidy, furthering his thoughts on the 
work it takes to create inside scoring. “You have to be able to get inside, 
willing to get inside, score greasy goals. It’s just a matter of getting it 
done now.” 
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Bruins notebook: Patrice Bergeron still mum on future 

 

Steve Conroy  

 

Patrice Bergeron will embark on his 13th Stanley Cup playoffs on 
Monday in Carolina. Whether there will be a 14th playoff, or even a 19th 
NHL season, remains a mystery. 

Bergeron is still without a contract for next season, and if he’s made a 
decision about his playing future, he is keeping it to himself. 

Meanwhile, GM Don Sweeney didn’t have any answers, though his 
crossed fingers had him believing that the captain does indeed want to 
continue his playing career beyond this year. 

“Good luck with that one,” said a chuckling Sweeney when asked if there 
had been any discussion on a new deal. “I’m doing the same thing as 
everyone else is. As I’ve referenced all along. My job is to put together 
the most competitive group that we can, so that I extend his shelf life in 
wanting to play. His impact is not questioned, in terms of what he can do 
on and off the ice. It’s just a matter of if he wants to continue to do. And 
we’re hopeful that he does. I believe in my heart that he does, but that 
ultimately is Patrice’s decision and I’ve been respectful of that since day 
one and will continue to be until he says ‘let’s get this done.’” 

At the age of 36, Bergeron has enjoyed another stellar season, posting 
25-40-65 totals while also having a Selke Award-worthy season at both 
ends of the ice. In his final regular season home game, he potted his 
400th career goal. 

Sweeney has done a decent job of adding some impact veterans in 
Taylor Hall, Hampus Lindholm and Linus Ullmark so that the loss of core 
players – Zdeno Chara, David Krejci, Torey Krug, Tuukka Rask – has not 
brought on the “cliff” that everyone has feared for this team. But if 
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Bergeron decides to retire – a decision he’s certainly earned without the 
need for any apologies – it would leave a pretty big hole in the B’s lineup. 
There is no No. 1 center in waiting who could be plugged in there. 

Bergeron said he’s had no problem compartmentalizing this season while 
not letting the looming decision affect his play. 

“Honestly, I’ve done a good job of staying in the moment. I think that’s 
where I’m at right now, still. Being ready for Game 1 of the playoffs and 
that’s all I’m actually focused on,” said Bergeron. 

Ullmark to start 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy confirmed the worst-kept secret on Sunday. 
Ullmark will be the B’s Game 1 starter on Monday against the Hurricanes 
at PNC Arena. 

With the way Ullmark finished up the season, it was really a no-brainer. 
In the month of April, he went 5-1 with a .950 save percentage and 1.41 
goals against average. 

What would precipitate a change in goal remains to be seen, but his 
competition with rookie Jeremy Swayman is part of what brought Ullmark 
to this point after having a so-so start to his first season as a Bruin. 

“He’s gotten better as the year’s gone on. You can say that’s part 
competition, part of getting comfortable being a Bruin. Could be a lot of 
different things. But I certainly think competition is one of them,” said 
Cassidy. “We’ve had both goalies play almost an equal amount of games 
and minutes. Tuukka was in the mix there for a while so there’s 
competition there. I don’t know how much he had in Buffalo. To get the 
net there, he had to have had some. But here he trended very well for us. 
You want to be playing your best hockey as the playoffs near and I think 
you could certainly say he is.” 

Forward depth a question 

Sweeney’s add of Lindholm at the deadline has been a home run thus 
far, but not adding a forward puts them in a rather vulnerable position. 
The extra forwards with the team are Anton Blidh and Chris Wagner. If 
they lost a to bottom six forward, either one of those players could jump 
in. But a top six guy would be tough to replace. 

“Injuries, war of attrition are always part of the playoffs. You lose key 
components and players that impact the game on all sides, then it’s 
going to be a challenge, right?” said Sweeney. “We balanced adding 
players at the deadline that would displace current players in what 
situations they were playing in, minus the obvious predictive modeling of 
trying to see who might get hurt, which we can’t do. You’ve got your 
fingers crossed that you stay healthy. As a group I think we’re fine depth-
wise, but time will tell.” 

Wagner, meanwhile, made his Boston season debut in the regular 
season finale in Toronto after being sent to Providence at the end of 
training camp. With 11 hits, he demonstrated that he wanted to stay, and 
he has. 

“He was patient about things. Not happy about things, but a really good 
soldier and leader, which was important for our organization,” said 
Sweeney. “He just kept asking me if he was playing well and he’s on top 
of his game, is he a part of it moving forward. I’ve always told him, 
ultimately the coach decides the lineup. But that being said, if you’re 
playing your best, he’s going to put players in that are going to help him 
win, especially as the intensity ramps up and Chris can provide what he 
does. He did that in the very last game of the year and earned his right to 
be a part of this group going forward. He’s happy about it, we’re happy 
about it and the players he plays with are happy about it.” 

Andersen ruled out for Game 1 

The Hurricanes will not have their Vezina Trophy candidate goalie 
Frederik Andersen to start the series. He suffered a lower body injury in 
Colorado on April 16 and has not played since then. Coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Andersen skated on his own on Sunday but is not 
ready to play. Brind’Amour didn’t announce a starter, though veteran 

Antti Raanta is expected to get the call. The Canes also have rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov, who played three games for Carolina. 

Also, fourth-liner Martin Necas took his second straight “maintenance” 
day. Veteran Derek Stepan skated in his spot with Jordan Martin and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 
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Five things to watch for in Bruins-Hurricanes series 

 

Steve Conroy  

 

The Bruins players enjoyed a day off Saturday before returning for a 
Sunday practice in preparation for Monday’s Game 1 against the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. Who knows if their next day off will 
be in 10 days or two months from now. They hope it’s the latter. 

But they’ve got their work cut out for them against a Hurricanes team that 
has been building steadily under coach Rod Brind’Amour. And if the 
regular season is any indication, the ‘Canes are ready to take the next 
step. They will have to do so over the Bruins, a team that knocked them 
out of the playoffs in 2019 and 2020. 

It should be fun, and we don’t have to wait long to get it going. But before 
we start in earnest, here are five things to watch and ponder heading into 
the series. 

1. Savor what could be Patrice Bergeron’s last run. 

Whether Bergeron has made up his mind about his playing future or not, 
he has not revealed it to the general public. He is still without a contract 
extension, but that’s by his choice. If he had ever said during the season 
that he wants to come back, GM Don Sweeney would have had the 
document in front of his captain in a heartbeat. If there has been drop-off, 
it’s been indiscernible for the 36-year-old Bergeron. Most analytics say 
that he should win a record fifth Selke Award in a runaway, though you 
never know how the vote will go (a handful of voters last year stunningly 
left him off their ballots entirely). There is little doubt he could continue 
his career at high level. 

But, again, the fact that he’s without a new deal makes you think he’s still 
not sure. And in the regular season home finale, when he scored his 
398th, 399th and 400th goal, there was a little bit of a swan song feel to 
the players’ celebration. When Bergeron talked about how proud he was 
that he was able to score all those goals in a Bruin uniform, there was a 
sentimental feel to it, one from a player who may be pondering the end of 
a great career. Is that reading far into the situation? Sure, a little bit. But 
to just assume that Bergeron will be back next year would be an exercise 
in whistling by the graveyard. It would be great if it he did come back, but 
you should turn your appreciation meter up, just to be safe. 

2. Charlie McAvoy’s Norris Trophy push. 

No, the Bruins’ defenseman is not going to win the Norris this year. The 
video game numbers that Roman Josi and Cale Makar have put up 
means one of the two will be a lock for the award given to the league’s 
best defenseman. But the playoffs are when players really get on voters’ 
radars. It’s no coincidence that Bergeron won his first Selke the year after 
the B’s won the 2011 Stanley Cup. 

Since the arrival of Hampus Lindholm, you get the feeling that McAvoy is 
on the verge of exploding offensively. The way Lindholm breaks out the 
puck and carries his weight defensively has allowed McAvoy to join the 
play offensively more than he ever has. And they’ve only played 10 
games together. Even while playing most of the season without 
Lindholm, McAvoy fired 166 shots on net, easily the most of his career. 
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The 24-year-old McAvoy seems juiced about what he can do offensively. 
He set career highs in goals (10) and assists (46). 

“Yeah, it’s cool,” said McAvoy, breaking into a big smile last week. “It’s 
something that I’ve always wanted to improve on, starting to shoot the 
puck more and scoring goals so it’s nice to see them go in and be 
rewarded. I want to keep doing that. It’s fun. Scoring goals is fun. I think I 
should try and do it more.” 

Considering the fact he’s better defensively than most of the current 
Norris candidates, he should no longer be on the outskirts of the award 
voting. 

3. Linus Ullmark’s playoff debut. 

Sweeney shocked a lot of people when he decided to make a big 
commitment last summer when he signed Ullmark to a four-year, $20 
million contract. Many of us were expecting a stop-gap measure, like a 
Petr Mrazek. Jeremy Swayman was considered to be the goalie of the 
future – and may still be – and Tuukka Rask was going to try a comeback 
attempt at some point. Who needed Ullmark — and at that number, no 
less? 

It turns out the Bruins did. Rask’s body did not allow him to continue after 
hip surgery and Ullmark spent much of the season in a friendly 
competition for the No. 1 spot with Swayman. Coach Bruce Cassidy 
hasn’t officially divulged who his starter will be Monday, but Ullmark has 
clearly earned it with his play down the stretch, going 9-1 and allowing 
more than two goals just twice. Now it’s on to the playoffs, something the 
28-year-old Swede never experienced in Buffalo. 

“Whenever the thought comes into my head, I’m excited for the 
opportunity to play for the Cup,” said Ullmark. “That’s what everybody 
strives for, to have the opportunity. It means a lot for my hard work – and 
Lady Luck has been on my side, too – to end up in the playoffs in a place 
like this, Boston, with great teammates, great organization that brings 
their ‘A’ game every single game. It’s been great. It can only be better.” 

4. The health and play of the second defense pairing. 

Matt Grzelcyk has been battling an upper body injury for most of the 
season and, as undersized as he is, health will always be a concern for 
him. The loss of Grzelcyk in the 2019 Cup finals might have been the 
biggest factor in the B’s ultimately coming up short. He may not put up 
big offensive numbers, but his ability to move the puck out of the 
defensive zone should not be underrated. 

Brandon Carlo is another player who has battled health issues. When 
he’s available and on, he can be a difference-maker, as he was in the B’s 
’19 run to the Finals. But he’s had concussion issues. When he was 
knocked out of the Islanders’ series last year, that opened up things for 
Mat Barzal, who had done very little in the series until Carlo was lost. 
Carlo has not been as consistent as one would have hoped, and he had 
a few rough moments down the stretch. If the B’s are going to go on a 
run, this pairing needs to be highly effective. 

5. Can Jake DeBrusk keep this up? 

OK, I’ll admit it. I wanted DeBrusk moved after his trade request became 
public last November. From this viewpoint, there were serious concerns 
about what his buy-in would be if the trade deadline came and went and 
he was still a Bruin. Well, he’s still here, and there has been little about 
which to complain. With Bergeron and Brad Marchand undoubtedly 
leading him both on and off the ice, DeBrusk is playing the best 200-foot 
hockey of his career. Even with the first half of the season being a 
complete washout for him, he still wound up with 25 goals, just two shy of 
his career high. 

But now the intensity ratchets up higher. Opponents are on the same 
schedule. They place just as much importance on each game on every 
given night. He’s kept his head in the game so far, more so than what I 
had anticipated. Good for DeBrusk. But playoffs are a different animal, 
and the B’s will need first-line production from their first-line right wing. 
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Why Bruins making Linus Ullmark Game 1 starter in playoffs is right 
move 

 

Nick Goss  

 

Veteran goalie Linus Ullmark played fantastic over the last two months of 
the NHL regular season and will deservedly start in net when the Boston 
Bruins begin their first-round Stanley Cup Playoff series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy announced the decision after Sunday's 
practice. Game 1 is scheduled for Monday night at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh. 

"You want to be playing your best hockey as the playoffs near, and I think 
you could certainly say he is," Cassidy said of Ullmark. 

Bruins vs. Hurricanes first-round playoff preview, odds and prediction 

The choice to go with Ullmark over rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman is the 
correct one. It's also not a surprise. 

Ullmark outplayed Swayman since March 1 by a fairly wide margin and 
earned his role to begin the playoffs. 

Ullmark ranked No. 2 among all goalies in April with a .950 save 
percentage in seven games played. His 1.41 GAA was No. 1 and he 
ranked No. 3 with 8.66 goals saved above average (GSAA), per Natural 
Stat Trick. But the most impressive Ullmark stat from April was his 
insanely good .951 save percentage on high-danger chances -- far above 
Oilers netminder Mike Smith at .889 in second place. 

Not only has Ullmark posted impressive stats over the last two months or 
so, he's played against and beaten a few top-tier opponents. 

April 26: 2 GA, 19 SV in win vs. Panthers 

April 23: 1 GA, 30 SV in win vs. Rangers 

April 8: 1 GA, 28 SV in win at Lightning 

Playoff experience is not a strength for Ullmark nor Swayman. Ullmark 
has actually never made a postseason appearance and Swayman has 
never made a playoff start. Swayman played 18:34 in one playoff game 
last year in place of Tuukka Rask. 

Swayman's decline in performance toward the end of the regular season 
was not a huge surprise. He might have hit some sort of a rookie wall. 
Swayman played in 41 games during the regular season -- six more than 
his previous career high of 35 with the University of Maine during the 
2018-19 campaign. This is the first time in his pro career he's dealt with 
this kind of workload. He's also never played into May at the college or 
pro levels. 

Complete schedule for Bruins vs. Hurricanes first-round playoff series 

Ullmark getting the starting job to begin Round 1 doesn't mean Swayman 
won't get his shot. Injury or lackluster performances from Ullmark could 
result in Cassidy turning to Swayman. If you look at the entire regular 
season, the difference between these two goalies was not large at all. 

GP: Ullmark 41, Swayman 41 

SV%: Ullmark .917, Swayman .914 

Saves: Ullmark 1045, Swayman 1015 

GAA: Swayman 2.41, Ullmark 2.45 
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Ullmark was better down the stretch, though, and it makes sense for 
Cassidy to ride the hot goalie entering the playoffs, especially when that 
player has more experience than the other guy. 

Luckily for the Bruins, they have a talented and competent backup goalie 
who can step in and play at a high level if needed. It's good to have depth 
at the sport's most important position, especially in May and June. 
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Hurricanes' elite goalie, Frederik Andersen, won't start Game 1 vs. Bruins 

 

Nick Goss  

 

The Carolina Hurricanes will be without one of their best and most 
important players when the puck drops for Game 1 of their first-round 
Stanley Cup Playoff series against the Boston Bruins. 

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour told reporters that Frederik 
Andersen skated Sunday, but that the veteran goaltender won't start 
Monday night's series opener at PNC Arena. Andersen suffered a lower 
body injury a few weeks ago against the Colorado Avalanche and hasn't 
played since. 

Bruins vs. Hurricanes first-round playoff preview, odds and prediction 

Brind'Amour did not announce a Game 1 starter in net. The most likely 
candidates are veteran backup Antti Raanta and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov.  

Raanta struggled in April, posting a .895 save percentage and a 2.68 
GAA in seven appearances. Kochetkov has very little experience with 
just three games played in his NHL career (all this season).  

Complete schedule for Bruins vs. Hurricanes first-round playoff series 

Andersen played at a Vezina Trophy level this season, tallying a 35-14-3 
record, a .922 save percentage and a 2.17 GAA. Andersen and Raanta 
won the William M. Jennings Trophy for allowing the fewest goals of any 
team in the league during the regular season.  

The Bruins will start Linus Ullmark in net for Game 1 after his fantastic 
finish to the regular season. 
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Boston Bruins GM 'Believes In His Heart' Bergeron Keeps Playing 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron is readying for his 13th Stanley 
Cup playoff journey that starts Monday night in Carolina with Game 1 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. The 36-year-old wouldn’t say on Sunday 
following Boston Bruins practice whether it would be his last as he enters 
the postseason without a contract for next season, and only indicated 
he’s “staying in the moment” for this season after a 107-point regular 
season for the Black and Gold. 

“I’ve done a good job of staying in the moment and I think that’s where 
I’m at still…being ready for Game 1 of the playoffs and that’s all I should 
focus on,” said Bergeron, who finished his regular season with a hat trick 
for his 400th career goal with the Boston Bruins. 

  Patrice Bergeron on facing the Hurricanes in the first round : “They’re 
on the puck, they play tight defense, and they’re a fast team. They’re 
very aggressive…a lot of skills but at the same time they take care of 
their defense. It’s a great team that we’re facing.” 
pic.twitter.com/9qtscmOzaK 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) May 1, 2022 

Instead Bergeron talked about his mindset entering the postseason, and 
what he was trying to impart on some of his less experienced Boston 
Bruins teammates. 

“Stay comfortable in the uncomfortable, I think is the biggest thing, and 
enjoy the ride,” said Bergeron, who has 46 goals and 120 points in 160 
career Stanley Cup playoff games. “It goes by fast & I think that’s one of 
the things as an older player you want to let guys know. It’s a privilege to 
be here & to make the most of it.” 

The Boston Bruins have made it clear they want Bergeron back next 
season, and that’s really a no-brainer after he posted 25 goals and 65 
points in 73 games in his 18th NHL season. He’s still a leader, a No. 1 
center and one of the best two-way centers in the NHL again this season 
while looking like a clear-cut favorite for his NHL-record fifth Selke 
Trophy. The likelihood is that if he does return, it would be on a one or 
two-year deal to close out his NHL career around a supporting Boston 
Bruins cast that’s still Stanley Cup-caliber. 

Boston Bruins general manager Don Sweeney made it clear they’re just 
waiting for the word from Bergeron that he wants to stick around, which 
hasn’t happened until this point. Interesting that Sweeney said he 
“believes in his heart” that Bergeron is going to keep going with the 
Bruins, and it was telling that Patrice Bergeron talked with proud about 
scoring all 400 of his NHL goals with the B’s organization when he 
accomplished it earlier this week. 

“My job is to put together the most competitive group that we can so I can 
extend his shelf life of wanting to play. His impact is not questioned, in 
terms of what he can do on and off the ice,” said Sweeney. “It’s just a 
matter of if he wants to continue doing it and we’re hopeful that he does. I 
believe in my heart that he does, but that’s ultimately Patrice’s decision. 
I’ve been very respectful of that from Day One and will continue to be 
until he says ‘let’s get it done.’ 

The Boston Bruins are hoping they will get that word from Bergeron once 
this postseason is over because a retirement, or departure, by Bergeron 
would leave the Boston Bruins with a massive hole in the middle of their 
forward group. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Linus Ullmark Gets Game 1 Starting Nod For Boston Bruins 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

The Boston Bruins ended up making the decision everybody expected 
them to based on the final few weeks of the regular season by 
announcing that goalie Linus Ullmark would be the starter on Monday 
night in Game 1 vs. the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Ullmark ended the season by ripping off five wins in his last six games 
and posted a 1.41 goals against average and .950 save percentage in 
seven games during the month of April, and essentially won any head-to-
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head competition with rookie Jeremy Swayman for which goalie would 
get first crack at the postseason. 

Ullmark was taking things pretty matter-of-factly leading up to Boston’s 
decision to go with him, though he at least admitted he was “excited” to 
get his first real experience in the Stanley Cup playoffs after toiling with 
the Buffalo Sabres prior to signing with Boston. 

“I don’t think about that at all,” said Ullmark last weekend when asked 
about being the Game 1 starter. “I try to focus on what’s important right 
now. For me, [on Saturday it] was this game. Then when that game is 
done, you focus on the next one and keep building from there. If they ask 
me to play [in Game 1], I’ll play. If it’s Sway they want to play, I’ll be there 
for him and back him up.” 

The expectation is that both Linus Ullmark and Swayman could appear in 
the first round series, especially if it ends up getting extended into a six or 
seven game playoff series. Ullmark finished the regular season with a 26-
10-2 record, a 2.45 goals against average and a .917 save percentage in 
41 regular season appearances after signing a four-year, $20 million free 
agent contract with the Boston Bruins last summer. 

Swayman finished 4-5-0 in April with a 3.05 goals against average and 
.889 save percentage, but played pretty well in a stretch mid-month when 
Ullmark was knocked out of commission after taking a puck to the 
helmet. It will be an interesting match of goaltenders as Antti Raanta is 
expected to get the start for the Hurricanes with Freddie Andersen 
injured and out of commission after going 3-0-0 with a .990 save 
percentage in three blowout wins against the Boston Bruins this season. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins Got Carolina On Minds; Could Price Retire? 

 

Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins have Carolina on their minds as they head south to 
Raleigh for Games 1 and 2 of their first round series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Mayor of Walpole is back in the show and headed to the Stanley 
Cup playoffs with the Boston Bruins. 

Could Montreal Canadiens goalie Carey Price wind up retiring or (wink-
wink), go on LTIR? 

The Boston Bruins schedule for the first round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs is set. 

The Bruins have drawn arguably the toughest matchup for them in the 
structurally sound Carolina Hurricanes who dominated them in the 
regular season. 

The Mayor of Walpole, Chris Wagner, who just played his first NHL game 
of the season, will be on the playoff roster for the Boston Bruins. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: Has former Boston Bruins captain Zdeno Chara played his last NHL 
game? If so, he went out in style, scoring on his last shot for the New 
York Islanders. 

Pittsburgh: The Pittsburgh Penguins have recalled forward Drew 
O’Connor. 

Philly: It appears that Milton, MA native Keith Yandle has played his final 
NHL game. 

Wash: Can the Washington Capitals upset the Florida Panthers in the 
first round? 

Detroit: Jeff Blashill is out as head coach of the Detroit Red Wings. 

Colorado: What went wrong for Matt Duchene with the Colorado 
Avalanche? 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: Carey Price admitted he played the final game of the season 
for the Montreal Canadiens as if it may be his final game of his career. 

Calgary: Despite being heavy favorites in their first round series with the 
Dallas Stars, the Calgary Flames are pretending they’re underdogs. 

NHL 

Can the Toronto Maple Leafs shed the first round choker label and beat 
the Tampa Bay Lightning? Here’s four reasons that may not happen. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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NHL picks, bets, lines: Latest odds for Leafs vs. Lightning, Bruins vs. 
Hurricanes, Blues vs Wild and Kings vs. Oilers 

 

The Athletic  

 

The Stanley Cup Playoffs start Monday and the endless overtimes and 
drama that comes with it. The first four games feature the Maple Leafs 
that haven’t won a playoff series since 2004 taking on the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup Champion Lightning. In Carolina, No. 1 goalie 
Freddie Andersen won’t play against a tough Bruins team. 

Out west, two of the best teams in the NHL in the Minnesota Wild and St. 
Louis Blues start their series and the Kings and Oilers meet up in the 
nightcap. Can Connor McDavid translate his regular-season success to 
putting together a run at his first Stanley Cup? It all begins Monday. 

Monday’s NHL Playoffs schedule: 

Game 1: Boston Bruins at Carolina Hurricanes — 7 p.m. ET — ESPN, 
SN360 

Game 1: Tampa Bay Lightning at Toronto Maple Leafs — 7:30 p.m. ET 
— ESPN2, CBC, SN 

Game 1: St. Louis Blues at Minnesota Wild — 9:30 p.m. ET — ESPN, 
SN360 

Game 1: Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers — 10 p.m. ET — 
ESPN2, CBC, SN 

Bruins at Hurricanes 
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Carolina has been one of the NHL’s best teams all season, a picture of 
consistency thanks to a well-balanced group from top to bottom. The 
Hurricanes won the Metropolitan Division as a result of that effort, but in 
the Eastern Conference, there are no rewards for regular-season 
success. Every draw is tough, and unfortunately for the Hurricanes, they 
drew the big bad Bruins in Round 1. 

It’s a team that Carolina dominated during the regular season, but the 
playoffs are a different beast, one that Boston is well-versed in. The 
Bruins have come on strong in the second half, as they always do, and 
that leaves the series hanging in the balance. This unsurprisingly projects 
to be the tightest matchup of the opening round. 

Who will prevail? Flip a coin. 

2022 NHL Playoff preview: Bruins vs. Hurricanes 

With Freddie Andersen out for Game 1, who will the Hurricanes turn to in 
net? 

Lightning at Maple Leafs 

The Maple Leafs just put up their best season in franchise history, 
earning 54 wins and 115 points. They were a regular-season 
powerhouse that showed they belong within the league’s upper echelon, 
finishing fourth in the standings. 

Their reward? The two-time defending Stanley Cup champions. Of 
course. 

It probably doesn’t matter who Toronto plays as the real season begins. 
The Leafs lost when they were heavy underdogs to Washington and 
Boston. They lost when they were neck-and-neck with Boston. And they 
lost when they were heavy favorites against Columbus and Montreal. It 
doesn’t matter who is on the other side because the Leafs’ biggest 
enemy is themselves. 

The odds do not matter. 

They’re a reflection of an unsentient model that does not know anything 
other than how well the Leafs have played over the last few regular 
seasons. Are the Leafs cursed? The model does not know. Do they know 
how to win when it counts? The model does not know. Do the Lightning 
have the ability to flip the switch now that the playoffs are here? The 
model does not know. 

2022 NHL playoff preview: Maple Leafs vs. Lightning 

Get to know Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy through 12 questions: 
‘We’re all humans:’ 

Scouting the Lightning’s Round 1 enemy: Breaking down the Maple 
Leafs with James Mirtle 

Blues at Wild 

Team Moneyline Total 

Blues 

+120 

O 6.5 (+100) 

Wild 

-145 

U 6.5 (-120) 

Under the NHL’s current playoff format, there have been many instances 
of unfair first-round matchups that feature two top teams that don’t 
deserve an early exit. This series between the sixth-ranked Wild and 
eighth-ranked Blues certainly qualifies. 

It’s unjust for either side, but it should make for an incredibly entertaining 
series for the fans — one that’s sure to be fiercely fought and tightly 
contested. 

The Wild enter the series as heavy favorites, according to the model, 
expected to win the series 75 percent of the time. That’s a bold take for a 
team that’s 2-5-4 against the Blues over the past two seasons, and it’s 
worth noting that the model does not consider head-to-head matchups 
when estimating series probability. In most cases, it’s just noise. In this 
case? There may be something to the Blues having the Wild’s number. 

The other caveat to the odds is the difficulty that comes with modeling 
both of these teams, specifically using public expected goals. 

For the Wild, it’s a matter of rink bias making them look worse offensively 
and better defensively than they actually are. Minnesota is still an elite 
defensive team, just maybe not at this level. For the Blues, it’s their 
passing ability that creates better offensive chances than is shown in 
public expected goals. According to SportLogiq, their expected goals 
percentage at five-on-five is two percentage points higher than the public 
models suggest (48.6 percent, per Evolving-Hockey). 

Writer Straight Up Pick 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

Wild 

Sean Gentile 

Wild 

Sean McIndoe 

Wild 

Kevin Kurz 

Wild 

Jesse Granger 

Wild 

Shayna Goldman 

Wild 

2022 playoff preview: Blues vs. Wild 

Wrapping up the Blues’ regular season and looking ahead to the Wild 
series 

Kings at Oilers 

Team Moneyline Total 

Kings 

+155 

O 6 (-105) 

Oilers 

-190 

U 6 (-115) 

At various times this season, it felt like both the Oilers and Kings might 
not even get to this point. 

The Kings started the year as playoff long shots despite a strong 
offseason and they dealt with plenty of injuries along the way. The Oilers 
started strong, but floundered near the middle of the season. But after a 
season filled with ups and downs, they’re both here. The Kings rallied 
after losing their best defender to injury, while the Oilers came alive down 
the stretch after a change behind the bench. 

Edmonton has looked like a well-oiled machine since the coaching 
change, a team that looks among the best in the West. Los Angeles’ turn 
to be that will come one day with the young core the team has amassed, 
but that day is likely not this year. 
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The Kings are more than just happy to be here, but they still enter this 
series as heavy underdogs. 

2022 NHL playoff preview: Oilers vs. Kings 

Oilers vs. Kings position by position: Who has the edge? 

More Stanley Cup Playoffs coverage: News | Podcasts | Odds 
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Is this Patrice Bergeron’s last playoff run before he retires? Bruins notes 

 

Fluto Shinzawa  

 

On Monday, Patrice Bergeron will kick off his 13th NHL postseason. 
Whether it will be his last is unknown. 

“I’ve done a good job of staying in the moment,” Bergeron said on 
Sunday when asked whether individual and team performance have 
given him reason to continue in 2022-23. “I think that’s where I’m at, still, 
being ready for Game 1 of the playoffs. That’s all I should really focus 
on.” 

Bergeron is the favorite to win his record-setting fifth Selke Trophy. He 
has scored 20 or more goals in each of the last nine seasons. Bergeron 
is third in team history with 120 postseason points, four behind ex-
teammate David Krejci. Bergeron’s 160 playoff appearances places him 
No. 2 behind Ray Bourque (180). 

Whether the 36-year-old can extend his excellence for at least one more 
season is not in doubt. But all general manager Don Sweeney can do is 
cross his fingers — he literally did on Sunday when asked about the 
captain’s future — regarding Bergeron’s upcoming decision. Bergeron’s 
eight-year, $55 million contract is expiring. 

“My job is to put together the most competitive group we can so that I 
extend his shelf life of wanting to play,” Sweeney said. “His impact is not 
questioned in terms of what he can do on and off the ice. It’s just a matter 
of how long he wants to continue to do it. We’re hopeful that he does. I 
believe in my heart that he does. But that ultimately is Patrice’s decision. 
I’ve been respectful of that from Day 1. I’ll continue to be until he says, 
‘Let’s get this done.’” 

Dustin Brown and Ryan Getzlaf are the most recent members of the 
2003 draft class to announce their retirements. Marc-Andre Fleury, Ryan 
Suter, Jeff Carter, Zach Parise, Brent Burns, Brian Boyle, Corey Perry 
and Loui Eriksson are among the remaining active players selected 
ahead of Bergeron at No. 45.  

If Bergeron’s run is concluding, he completed his regular-season career 
with an exclamation point. Bergeron scored his 400th career goal in his 
last regular-season appearance — via a hat trick, no less. He became 
only the fourth player in team history to hit the 400-goal milestone, joining 
Johnny Bucyk (545 goals), Phil Esposito (459) and Rick Middleton (402). 
Bergeron acknowledged his pride in scoring all 400 with one team. 

Bergeron is fourth in regular-season points in Bruins history (982). He 
trails Bourque (1,506), Bucyk (1,339) and Esposito (1,012).  

The captain led the post-practice stretch Sunday at Warrior Ice Arena. 
After the stretch, all the players gathered around him at center ice for one 
final group hug prior to departure. 

“You work extremely hard to get to this point,” said Bergeron. “It’s not 
given. There’s a lot of sacrifices and adversity that comes along the way. 
There’s going to be more coming in front of us, as well. But what 
happened in the past has better prepared us for what’s coming. That’s 
what we have to do: Stay in the moment and stay comfortable in the 

uncomfortable. I think that’s the biggest thing. And enjoy the ride. It goes 
fast. That’s one of the things, as an older player, you want to always let 
guys know. It should be a privilege to be in this position, and make the 
most of it.” 

Ullmark gets the net 

Coach Bruce Cassidy announced Linus Ullmark as the Game 1 goalie on 
Sunday. The ex-Sabre will make his postseason debut. Since March 15, 
Ullmark has posted a. 945 save percentage during a 9-1-0 sprint. It was 
the best save percentage in the league among goalies with 10 or more 
appearances in the segment. 

“He trended very well for us,” said Cassidy. “You want to be playing your 
best hockey as the playoffs near. You could certainly say he is.” 

It will be the first time since 2012 that a goalie other than Tuukka Rask 
starts Game 1 of the playoffs for the Bruins. Ullmark, however, could very 
well share the net with Jeremy Swayman, as he did in the regular 
season. 

The Hurricanes may play more than one goalie too. Frederik Andersen 
will not play in Game 1. The Bruins expect Antti Raanta to be in net, but 
Carolina’s Game 1 starter could also be Pyotr Kochetkov. The 22-year-
old won all three of his regular-season appearances. 

“We set out a path a number of years ago that in Tuukka’s situation, you 
had a lot of great runs and played a lot of games,” Sweeney said. “We 
did try to maximize what his starts would be with the goal of having him 
be the starter in the playoffs. It’s far different this year where we are with 
two goaltenders that really have shared the net pretty equally. It’s created 
great competition. We’ve had good depth in net all year long. Feeling 
confident in both players, as we do entering the playoffs, I don’t think 
there’s any one formula. I do believe the challenges and the condensed 
schedule was a key component in some of the decision-making around 
the league.” 

Negating Carolina’s speed 

You could argue that Carolina skates better than any team in the league. 
The Hurricanes pursue every loose puck at maximum pace. It’s probably 
not a coincidence that coach Rod Brind’Amour played that way over his 
1,484-game career. 

“Teams at times, maybe not everywhere, take on the personality of their 
coach,” Cassidy said. “(Brind’Amour) was known for a hard-working, 
conscientious guy. Worked a 200-foot game. Gave everything he had. I 
think that’s Carolina in a nutshell. They play from the first whistle until the 
last. They’re intense. They play with pace.” 

The Hurricanes overwhelmed the Bruins with their speed during the 
regular season. They outscored the Bruins 16-1 in three wins. 

The Bruins, however, countered the Hurricanes’ legs in the playoffs in 
2019 and 2020. Their forecheck put the brakes on Carolina’s breakouts. 
It will have to do the same starting Monday. 

Whenever possible, the first forechecker will have to execute on-time 
arrivals on Carolina’s defensemen, preferably eliminating them with a 
blast into the boards. According to the Bruins’ analytics, the Hurricanes’ 
rush game does not stand out when their defensemen are not involved. 

F1’s work will have to synchronize with that of the third forechecker. F3 
has to be above the puck and mindful of making the right read — 
engaging in the battle or pulling the cord and dropping back. Cassidy is 
OK with allowing occasional four-on-three rushes. But he does not want 
the Bruins to cede three-on-twos and four-on-twos with any kind of 
regularity. 

“They do great things on the forecheck, O-zone cycles, their D are 
involved,” Cassidy said. “But if we can minimize their D getting involved, 
then we have a better chance of neutralizing that part of their game.” 

Extra players 
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Anton Blidh and Chris Wagner will open the series as the spare forwards. 
Mike Reilly and Josh Brown will be the seventh and eighth defensemen. 
Kyle Keyser will be the No. 3 goalie. The Bruins assigned Jack Ahcan, 
Marc McLaughlin, Oskar Steen and Jack Studnicka to Providence on 
Saturday. 

It remains to be seen how the Bruins’ forward depth, in particular, will be 
tested. The Bruins cleared the cap decks for a pre-deadline acquisition. 
Anaheim retrained half of Hampus Lindholm’s salary while taking on 
John Moore’s contract. 

But Sweeney did not find the right fit for up-front help. The Bruins looked 
at centers and right wings. 

“We balanced adding players at the deadline that would displace current 
players and the situations they were playing in,” Sweeney said. “Minus 
the obvious predictive modeling of trying to see who might get hurt, which 
we can’t do. You’ve got your fingers crossed that you stay healthy. As a 
group, I think we’re fine depth-wise. But time will tell.” 
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2022 NHL playoff preview: Bruins vs. Hurricanes 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman  

 

Carolina has been one of the NHL’s best teams all season, a picture of 
consistency thanks to a well-balanced group from top to bottom. The 
Hurricanes won the Metropolitan Division as a result of that effort, but in 
the Eastern Conference, there are no rewards for regular-season 
success. Every draw is tough, and unfortunately for the Hurricanes, they 
drew the big bad Bruins in Round 1. 

It’s a team that Carolina dominated during the regular season, but the 
playoffs are a different beast, one that Boston is well-versed in. The 
Bruins have come on strong in the second half, as they always do, and 
that leaves the series hanging in the balance. This unsurprisingly projects 
to be the tightest matchup of the opening round. 

Who will prevail? Flip a coin. 

The odds here are virtually 50-50 and an extra percentage point lean 
toward Boston might as well be a rounding error. This will be a tightly 
contested matchup based on the talent on each roster. 

But there are three arguments that suggest it might not be as tight as the 
model predicts — and only one works in Carolina’s favor. That would be 
the season series going decisively to Carolina — a sweep in 
commanding fashion. That’s not accounted for here, and the small 
sample may not be representative of what’s to come. The playoffs are 
different, and the two arguments against Carolina are a bit more 
concerning. 

The first is the heavy-hockey element. Carolina is feisty, but the Bruins 
are bigger and more physical, and if that’s a factor in this series, it will 
push it in Boston’s direction. 

The other argument is much more concerning: Frederik Andersen’s 
potential absence could be a problem for Carolina. It’s looking very 
unlikely he’ll be available for Game 1, and the odds here reflect that … 
and only that. If he misses Game 2 and beyond, the series drifts further 
and further in Boston’s direction. Goaltending was one of Carolina’s 
potential advantages in this series, and the absence of Andersen throws 
a wrench into that. 

If he’s not available for a majority of this series, it’s going to be an uphill 
battle. Still, it’s one Carolina has built up all season for. The Hurricanes 

were the division winners for a reason. They’re a team the model likely 
underrates. They have the tools, talent and system to prevail. 

Carolina is legitimately one of the best teams in the league on both ends 
of the ice, by the numbers. The Corsi Canes earned their nickname all 
season long and matched that volume shooting with quality chances. 
They finished the regular season on a high, with one of the best shot 
rates in the league at five-on-five and one of the best expected goal rates 
at five-on-five. 

But they’re going against one of the best teams at shutting down offense. 
Boston keeps its opponents out of the home plate area, insulating its 
goaltenders from quality shots at the best rate in the league – something 
the Bruins maintained over the last month of play. That stout defense will 
be tested against an aggressive offensive team. 

The Bruins aren’t the only strong defensive team in this matchup, though. 
The Hurricanes have been the No. 1 team at limiting their opponents’ 
shots and have taken strides in protecting the scoring areas over the past 
month of play. They’re going to need to keep that up with their current 
goaltending situation, which has unsurprisingly led to a higher rate of 
goals allowed in recent weeks. 

While Boston is a good team offensively — and has improved over the 
past month in its below-the-surface numbers — it’s not quite at the 
overwhelming level of the Hurricanes. The Bruins have suffered through 
one of the lowest shooting percentages in the league, though. The 
expectation should be for that to rebound closer to the mean because 
they have the finishing talent — and that could prove tricky with 
Carolina’s goaltending in mind. 

Neither team has had too much luck on the power play, especially as of 
late. The Hurricanes create more than their opponents but haven’t had 
the results to show for it, with an actual goals rate of 3.91 per 60 minutes 
when the expected rate is closer to nine. It could help that the Bruins’ 
penalty killing has slipped a bit lately. 

Boston’s star-studded power play hasn’t quite produced the expected 
results, and that’ll be hard to change matching up against the league’s 
best penalty kill. The Hurricanes take a lot of penalties, but they’ve 
managed to mitigate the damage with a true power kill that drives play 
out of their own zone and creates chaos for their opponent. The team 
does the work in front of the net to ease the workload of its goaltenders. 
They just need the goaltenders to respond well to it. 

Goaltending is going to be a focal point in this series for the Hurricanes. 
Andersen’s bounce-back season has landed him second in the league 
with more than 28 goals saved above expected. Private models that 
account for pre-shot movement show a lower number than the one based 
on public data, but they still hold him as one of the better goaltenders in 
the league. He’s projected to be worth four wins, a big upgrade from Antti 
Raanta’s 1.6. 

Raanta is a fine backup and saved 7.8 more goals than expected this 
season, but he has durability concerns as well. The other option is Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who is an unproven commodity with just three games of NHL 
experience to his name. With the Hurricanes’ defense playing at such a 
high level, average netminding could be enough — but that’s something 
that’s tricky to bet on when going up against the star power of the Bruins. 

Even without Andersen, the Hurricanes hold the goaltending edge, 
though. Boston’s goalie situation looks fluid, as well, with both Linus 
Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman looking like viable options. The duo split 
the net evenly this season, with 41 games apiece, and Ullmark came out 
on top with a .917 save percentage and 2.4 goals allowed above 
expected. That should mean he gets the first crack at the starter’s role in 
Game 1, as Swayman sported a .913 save percentage and allowed 3.7 
goals above expected. Either way, it’s a weakness for the team — one 
that would’ve been easier to exploit if Carolina didn’t have its own 
goaltending issues to worry about. 

In front of the goalies are two very strong defenses led by two of the best 
all-around defenders in the league, Jaccob Slavin and Charlie McAvoy. 
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Slavin’s one of the best shutdown defenders in the league, even though 
he doesn’t fit the traditional one-dimensional, physical build that can be 
expected of that role. He’s actually one of the least physical defensemen 
in the league, using his positioning and stick to close off lanes to 
incoming opponents, retrieve pucks and turn play around. Few can clear 
the zone as effectively as Slavin. And there’s a discipline to his game that 
makes him all the more effective; he has just five minor infractions across 
a 79-game season. That all carries over to the penalty kill, as well, as he 
has one of the largest shorthanded impacts in the league. 

What holds his projected value back is his play on the other side of the 
ice. The Hurricanes are still a strong offensive team with him deployed, 
but he doesn’t have the point totals of other No. 1 defensemen in the 
league — not at five-on-five or on the power play, where he plays on the 
second unit. 

The offensive aspects are left to his partner, Tony DeAngelo, who took 
the place of Dougie Hamilton on that top pairing. Together, Slavin and 
DeAngelo are worth about 5.2 projected wins, which does stack up well 
against the Bruins’ leading duo. However, the model does tend to 
overrate the offense DeAngelo brings, so that may project more value 
than the Hurricanes will actually get. Still, DeAngelo has had a fine 
season alongside Slavin, who can mitigate the defensive lapses in his 
game and remain steady when DeAngelo opts to rove up the ice. His 
time away from the shutdown defenseman is another story entirely. The 
pair has earned a 60 percent expected goals rate in their time together. 

The key for DeAngelo is going to be taking inspiration from his partner’s 
disciplined game when the pressure rises in the playoffs. While he drew 
11 minors, he still ended the year with a negative differential. Carolina 
may have an elite penalty kill, but it needs to try to limit its time against 
the Bruins’ power play. 

McAvoy’s value used to carry the same issues as Slavin — lessened by 
a lack of points, thanks to being stuck on the second power-play unit. 
Last season, he was right around 2.8 wins himself, but he took a massive 
step forward in 2021-22 as his offensive game blossomed and he 
continued to grow into arguably the game’s best shutdown defenceman. 
By GSVA, only Cale Makar provided more value to his team among 
defenders than McAvoy’s five wins of value, and much of that came on 
the defensive side of the puck. McAvoy’s defensive rating was nearly 10 
goals better than the next best defenseman. 

While that’s partially because of his incredible smarts and defensive zone 
instincts, it’s also in part because of his terrific ability to move the puck up 
ice. McAvoy commands the pace of play better than anyone at five-on-
five, earning a 63 percent expected goals rate on the season. Among 
defenders who’ve played 1,000 minutes, it’s the third-highest mark since 
2007-08. The duel between him and Slavin as to who can push play 
more effectively will be a treat to watch for those following closely. 

It goes beyond those two, though, as both teams have pretty strong 
defensive depth, creating a stacked top four on both sides. 

For the Hurricanes’ second pair, that’s Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce. 
Gone are the days when Carolina stacked its top two on the same 
pairing; instead the Hurricanes are able to split their two best defensive 
defenders in the top four. Pesce can be counted on to hold the blue line, 
not allowing many entries against or chances off of the entries that do 
slip by. This has proven to be a better position for Skjei compared to his 
last couple of years in New York. 

The Bruins’ top four is augmented by Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon Carlo, 
who are both terrific at shutting down teams. Grzelcyk has spent a lot of 
the year with McAvoy, and the duo put up some ridiculous numbers 
together, but his small frame may mean sliding down to the second pair 
in the playoffs. He pairs nicely with Carlo, adding some much-needed 
puck-moving utility to the combo. Carlo defends well, but the rest of his 
game is lacking. He’s at his best with a player who has Grzelcyk’s 
skillset, and Carlo’s size should help shield the small-statured defender. 

Grzelcyk’s size is likely one reason Boston prioritized getting another top-
four defender at the deadline. The Bruins paid a hefty price to acquire 

Hampus Lindholm, but he’s fit like a glove so far next to McAvoy on the 
top pair, allowing Grzelcyk to shift away from top matchups. Lindholm 
looked like a player in decline with Anaheim, but he’s been rejuvenated in 
Boston. In 131 minutes with McAvoy and Lindholm together, the Bruins 
earned two-thirds of the expected goals and outscored opponents 12-3. 
Lindholm’s presence makes the team’s defense much deeper. 

The defense is mostly a wash, but the edge up front belongs to Boston 
thanks to the team’s star power. As long as Patrice Bergeron, Brad 
Marchand and David Pastrnak continue to play elite-level hockey, that’s a 
story that won’t change. 

The Bruins split the trio up this year, a move that’s paid pretty big 
dividends in adding balance to their attack. Bergeron and Marchand have 
continued to crush minutes no matter who’s on the right side while 
Pastrnak has been allowed to feast on secondary competition. It’s a 
matchup nightmare. 

What Bergeron and Marchand have accomplished this season has been 
really special with the duo earning 70 percent of the expected goals while 
playing together. Seventy. That’s an unheard of mark over 700 or so 
minutes as the dynamic duo’s chemistry continues to grow and evolve. 
They own the puck and that’s thanks to Marchand’s dynamic ability with it 
and Bergeron’s smarts away from it. The latter looks like a shoo-in for his 
record fifth Selke after putting up the best defensive numbers of an 
already illustrious career. Together, this duo allows only 1.47 expected 
goals against per 60. It’s going to be very difficult for Carolina to get by 
these two. 

That the duo can impose their will on anyone regardless of the man on 
the right side is a luxury for Boston because it means freeing up Pastrnak 
to drive his own line. And he has. The second line has also been 
dominant this year and though Pastrnak started slow offensively he 
eventually found his form ending the season with 77 points in 72 games 
– and getting back to the 40-goal mark. He’s a pure sniper, but there’s 
more to his game than that. You don’t play for so long with Bergeron and 
Pastrnak without picking up a few things, and his on-ice numbers are still 
sparkling this season, despite the time apart from that duo. For the year 
he had a 59 percent expected goals rate. 

Between Andrei Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho, the Hurricanes have 
some elite talent of their own leading their forward group. It’s just not on 
Boston’s level. Aho’s a high-end two-way center whose disruptive game 
can make a difference in this series. Aggressive forechecking is a 
defining characteristic of this Carolina team, as represented by the play 
of its top center. Aho can create offense off the rush, or recover dump-ins 
and move play back up the ice to spark cycle plays. He’s likely going to 
see a heavy dose of the Bruins’ best, seeing as he goes up against top 
competition consistently. 

On the wing, there’s Svechnikov, who set career highs with 30 goals and 
69 points on the season in 78 games. Through each year of his NHL 
career so far, he’s been a force at five-on-five in the offensive zone, 
driving to that net-front area. He’s a creative player offensively, with the 
hands to do some damage in this series with his passing or finishing 
ability. Lately, Aho and Svechnikov have been playing together on the 
top line, alongside rookie Seth Jarvis, driving play to a tune of a 57.7 
percent expected goals rate, which they’ve been matching with actual 
results. 

While the Svechnikov-Aho duo puts in the work that can make them such 
a difficult opponent to match up against, they still project to fall short of 
the Bruins’ elite, with a collective projected value of six wins to their nine. 

Regardless, there’s still high-end talent below that top line in Carolina, 
with Teuvo Teravainen, whose effective two-way play continues to go 
under the radar, and Vincent Trocheck down the middle. The pair can 
match up in value to Taylor Hall and Erik Haula, but Boston blows them 
out of the water with Pastrnak rounding out the group versus deadline 
acquisition Max Domi for the Hurricanes. 

Boston’s top six is scary beyond the big three. Hall isn’t what he once 
was but remains a top-line-caliber winger, scoring 61 points this season 
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while being his usual dominant self at five-on-five. He was Boston’s best 
player at entering the zone with control and was one of the league’s best 
players off the rush. He attacks with speed, which blends nicely with 
Pastrnak’s skill-set. There was a big question mark in the wake of David 
Krejci’s departure over who could fill his shoes and it seems Haula has 
been able to do just that, paired with two strong wingers. Since the 
promotion, he’s been incredibly productive, looking close to the player he 
once was at his peak. He scored 2.23 points per 60 at five-on-five this 
year, a first-line rate. 

Haula’s resurgence has been a blessing for Boston, considering he was 
acquired at the bargain bin during the offseason, but he isn’t the only 
one. Jake DeBrusk’s bounce-back campaign has been a big story in 
Boston, and he’s back to looking like a legitimate top-six talent. He 
struggled mightily in Boston’s bottom six, but put him with some talented 
players and he can thrive. His ability to hold his own next to Bergeron 
and Marchand was the key to Boston finding more balance in the top six. 
His speed and tenacity make him an excellent forechecker. 

Below that top six, the depth advantage goes to the Hurricanes. That’s 
why Carolina may be hoping the output from its forward group can be 
greater than the sum of the parts. While there isn’t that same level of 
high-end talent, all four lines can try to wear down the Bruins’ best. 
Throughout the bottom six, there are players who can use the body to 
separate players from the puck and embody that “heavy” style of hockey 
that the playoffs are known for. 

The Hurricanes’ third line can grind it out against top players and create 
offense off the forecheck and will likely be deployed to pressure the 
Bruins’ top six, along with the Aho line. They create quality over quantity 
offense and are incredibly stingy back in their own zone, which has 
helped them outscore opponents 34-13. Together, they’re projected to be 
worth 5.1 wins, while Boston’s third line is at 2.9 collectively. 

Nino Niederreiter adds a scoring touch to the third line, alongside 
defensive center Jordan Staal. Jesper Fast is the ideal utility player 
whose playing style has meshed well with the Hurricanes over the past 
two seasons. He’s one of the best defensive forwards in the league, and 
while not an offensive generator himself, has shown that he can slot up 
higher in the lineup to skate alongside top players when asked. When a 
team looks to a two-way player to stabilize a scoring line, there’s a 
difference between bringing defense at the expense of offense and 
legitimately keeping up. Fast falls into the latter category, which makes 
him very useful, and he’s currently slotted in the most appropriate 
position for his skill set. 

Carolina has options for its fourth line, too. Martin Necas has slid down 
the lineup to play with Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Jordan Martinook. Derek 
Stepan and Steven Lorentz are available if the coaches opt to mix things 
up — both would project higher than veteran Martinook if they slot in his 
place. Any combination of these players will uphold the Hurricanes’ 
quintessential style of play. Their presence over Necas, however, is a 
step down in value. 

The Bruins aren’t a completely top-heavy team, but going up against 
Carolina makes the bottom six look like a real issue. 

The always underrated Craig Smith was a second-line mainstay last 
season and has remained effective lower in the lineup, but he’s the only 
needle-mover here. He’s a pure volume shooter, which pairs well with 
Charlie Coyle’s modest playmaking ability. Though his point totals may 
not look impressive, Smith’s efficiency remains top-notch, as he scored 
1.04 goals per 60 minutes at five-on-five and 2.07 points per 60. The 
former ranked fourth on the team and 64th leaguewide. That’s impressive 
for someone on the third line. And, of course, he maintained his usual 
ability in driving play, with a 57 percent expected goals rate. 

That’s fine, but the rest leaves a lot to be desired. The bottom trio was 
outscored heavily this year and has a hard time creating offense. That 
puts more pressure on the top six to score. 

Coyle’s play on the third line is a bigger issue, though, as his 52 percent 
expected goals rate, while fine in a vacuum, was one of the worst marks 

on the team. In each of the past two seasons, the Bruins have been 
significantly better without him on the ice — and while that’s obvious 
based on who else is on the team, the degree of it is a bit alarming. His 
scoring picked up a bit this season, which is a plus, and he played fine 
with Smith, but his inability to drive play might be a liability in this series. 

The bottom line 

This is the closest series of the first round, and your preferred outcome 
may depend on what you value most. If it’s high-end talent and star 
power, then it’s hard not to like what Boston has to offer. Very few teams 
can stack up to a quartet of Marchand, Bergeron, Pastrnak and McAvoy, 
and the Hurricanes aren’t one of them. If it’s depth and a complete team 
effort you think will take a team far, then it’s hard not to like Carolina’s 
roster. The Hurricanes have fewer holes and a more balanced group 
overall. 

The biggest X-factor will come between the pipes, though. If Andersen 
can return quickly and be the dominant presence he was during the 
season, that’s an edge for Carolina over a very inexperienced goalie 
tandem. But the more games he misses, the more it’s advantage Bruins, 
whose deficiency in net wouldn’t be as large, leaving a more talented 
roster to take center stage. 

It’s going to be a tantalizing series to watch between two relatively even 
teams. May the best one win. 

Data via Evolving Hockey, Natural Stat Trick, HockeyViz, Hockey Stat 
Cards and the NHL.     
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With a quiet drive and ‘second to none’ speed, top 2022 NHL Draft 
prospect Frank Nazar has arrived 

 

Scott Wheeler  

 

LANDSHUT, Germany — For two years, at every home game played by 
the national development program’s 2004 age group at USA Hockey 
Arena in Plymouth, M.I., the biggest cheering section has belonged to 
one player: Frank Nazar III. 

On a bad night, there are 10 people there screaming him on. On a good 
one, there might be 20. They travel in from in and around Mount 
Clemens, 50 minutes east of Plymouth in Harrison Township at the 
border of Detroit and Lake St. Clair. Most of them are usually wearing his 
No. 14 jersey. His mom, Gina, often sports a USA hairband. And they are 
loud. 

Down below them on the ice, though, the player they shout after is best 
known as reclusive and shy, a contrast to his family. 

Five months ago, standing in the tunnel outside his locker room at the 
arena, Nazar rolled his eyes when asked about them, as if to feign 
embarrassment. 

“Everyone comes. Everyone. The entire arena knows the Nazar family…” 
he said, pausing. “I basically grew up playing in this rink my whole life. 
Every guy on the team, you’ll ask them who’s got the biggest crowd and 
it’s always going to be me. (My family) love it and it’s a special thing for 
them to come watch USA play.” 

Nazar’s the kind of kid who likes to keep his hockey career and the rest 
of his life apart. 

He admits he hasn’t grown as close with his teammates these last two 
years as some of them have with each other because of that. 
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“I don’t like to hang out too much outside the rink,” he said. “I like to keep 
it separate. That’s how I prefer it. School friends and hockey friends.” 

Earlier this year, he sat down his entire family and asked them not to 
speak to him about his draft year. He even asked his adviser, Kevin 
Magnuson of KO Sports, to do the same. 

“We’re not allowed to talk about it,” Gina said. “Like we are not. He has 
refused. He does not want to know where he’s at, nothing. He just wants 
to focus on getting better and working towards the team goals for the 
year, which is under-18 worlds. So when he’s home, we really just try to 
talk about everyday life. And because we’re a really big family, we’re 
always able to talk about other things that are going on.” 

This week, in Germany for that U18 World Championship he has been 
working toward, his cheering section is just two: his mom, Gina, and one 
of his three sisters, Victoria. But amongst the scattered USA jerseys 
belonging to the family of all of the players around Landshut’s Fanatec 
Arena, they’re still unmistakable, their voices ringing out as they sit at the 
edge of the tables and booths that line the south end of the rink just 
above the glass. 

Between the hums and haws and the excited encouragements of all of 
the American boys — Skate! Shoot! Get it! Come on! — they talk to No. 
14. 

That they’re there, though, in any capacity, means the world to him. The 
Nazar family are a blue collar one and, standing in a different tunnel 
outside a different USA dressing room this week, more than 4,300 miles 
away from home, it’s not lost on him that spending two weeks in 
Germany is a big undertaking for them. 

“It’s pretty expensive to get over here so not everyone could make it, but 
they’re taking the time and I’m grateful that they’d even take the time off 
work or spend the money to come over here and support,” Nazar said. “I 
think that’s pretty cool.” 

Nazar, or Frank III, has always played two for things. To fuel a deep-
seated, quiet competitiveness that has propelled him to the very top of 
the NHL Draft – and for them. 

Gina and Frank Nazar II are laughing about their luck over speaker 
phone on a late-February call when Frank slips up. 

“I definitely struck out first,” he says. 

Gina corrects him. 

“You struck out three times,” she says, laughing. 

They weren’t always planning to have four kids, but they knew they 
wanted to have a boy. A lot of what makes Frank III the reserved type 
has been being the little brother to three big sisters and the only son to a 
strong-willed mom. 

“He had sisters that gave him all of the emotional advice and then had 
other sisters that would wrestle with him,” Gina said of the family 
dynamic. 

The Nazars were never your typical hockey family, either. They never 
even expected to be a hockey family. Neither Gina nor Frank II ever 
really played sports, let alone hockey. None of his sisters (Katie, Victoria 
and Amanda) ever played hockey either. 

For the last five years, Frank II has been a kitchen manager at a senior 
living facility and Gina has been a controller for a building and roofing 
company. Before that, they owned their own small business, a restaurant 
and banquet hall on Lake St. Clair: “It was fun but we got a little old and 
being out working until 3 in the morning in your 40s isn’t fun,” Gina said 
of the career change. Before that, the Nazar family owned a valet parking 
garage in downtown Detroit right across from Cobo Hall (since re-named 
Huntington Place) and adjacent to the former home of the Red Wings, 
Joe Louis Arena. 

Frank got into hockey and eventually became a diehard Red Wings fan 
almost by default. On game days, when it filled, he had to be able to talk 

to fans — and, yes, the Red Wings players and families who parked 
there — about the team on their way in, and the game on their way out. 

“It’s really the only sport that our family watches on TV and we all enjoy 
watching,” Gina said. 

In the Red Wings’ heydays in the 1990s, Frank II was known to have 
snuck into a Stanley Cup parade (or two), evidence of which they still 
have in pictures. 

“We had a golf cart and one of my co-workers and I, we decked it out red 
and white, we had a stereo on it and Red Wings flags, and we actually 
broke through the chains on Woodward (Avenue) and him and I used it, 
with music blaring, to lead the parades,” Frank II said, laughing once 
more. “We told the cops we worked for WRIF (the local radio station), 
and they let us right in. It was a lot of fun.” 

Frank III began to take interest in the sport after finding his dad watching 
the games on TV enough nights to start asking questions. He didn’t put 
skates on for the first time until he was 6 and his parents finally brought 
him to the local learn-to-skate program with the 4- and 5-year-old kids. 

But when he got on the ice for the first time, he just started skating. 

“The guys were like, ‘Why is he in learn to skate, he already knows how 
to skate?’ and I was like, ‘Well, he’s never skated before today so I 
thought he needed to learn to skate!’” Gina said, laughing. “And he kind 
of just took off, I don’t know how. And then he was just kind of naturally 
good at it and it just kind of happened. You play one season and then 
they say, ‘Do you want to go to travel?’ and you say ,‘Oh, OK, sure’ and it 
kind of all rolled from there.” 

“I only did it for one day,” Frank III said of the learn-to-skate program. 
“When I came back they put me in the highest group. So it kind of just 
came natural and I was lucky with that because I was late to start.” 

After just one year of house league, Frank III immediately made the 
prestigious nearby Belle Tire AAA team. Then, at 12, he made the jump 
to the rival AAA Detroit HoneyBaked. 

With the HoneyBaked, under then-head coach Mike Hamilton (now the 
head coach of the USHL’s Muskegon Lumberjacks), he started to realize 
that he might have a future in the sport. 

It took some time, though. When he first arrived, he was really raw 
compared to his teammates (a star studded group that included future 
program teammates Rutger McGroarty and Cutter Gauthier, as well as 
would-be No. 3 pick into the OHL, Max Namestnikov). 

But he had one thing going for him: He was faster than everybody else. 
Hamilton and the HoneyBaked knew that from playing against him. 

“He didn’t really know the game, he was just a gifted skater,” Hamilton 
said. “So the toughest part for him, and this is where I think he grew so 
much as a hockey player, is he had to learn how to play with a bunch of 
players that were as good as him. He had to take that step from just 
doing it himself to, ‘How do I make my linemates and my teammates 
better?’ He had to figure out how to not just play north and south but how 
to play east and west, and finish his checks, and defend.” 

The good news was that Frank III was determined to figure it out. 

“He was one of the hardest-working kids I’ve ever worked with,” Hamilton 
said. “You were never going to question his work ethic. He was going to 
come to work every day and work his ass off.” 

He was also a kid who, even as a pre-teen, knew that he was shy and 
would use that as motivation to help other players on the team who didn’t 
fit in. 

“Honestly, if there were guys on the team that weren’t getting a lot of ice 
or guys that people would pick on, those were the guys that he gravitated 
to,” Hamilton said. “As a person, he just really wanted everyone to feel 
part of the team. I have nothing but great, great things to say about the 
type of person he was, even at that youth age. He always spent time with 
everybody to make them feel comfortable.” 
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After finishing eighth on the HoneyBaked in scoring in his first year, 
Frank III quickly became the team’s most improved player. 

By his third and final year with the team, he rattled off 127 points in 55 
games at the U15 level. 

That year, he was also named to Team USA for the first time when he 
was selected to play at the Youth Olympics in Switzerland. After posting 
five points in four games, Gina and Frank II began to see in their son 
what he’d begun seeing in himself: a future in hockey. Only they 
imagined something different than his NHL dream. 

“We were just hoping for some free college,” Frank II said, he and Gina 
both laughing. 

“With three girls who already went through college, we had our fingers 
crossed,” Gina said. 

“It tapped us out pretty good,” he added. 

After his performance at the Youth Olympics, Frank III was selected to 
the national program even without their usual 50-player camp (which 
never took place due to the pandemic). 

At the program, he quickly turned the entire staff, from coaches Adam 
Nightingale and Nick Fohr to strength coach Brian Galivan, into huge 
fans. 

The first thing they noticed was the same thing everyone does: the 
skating. 

Nightingale calls it “world class.” 

“I have a hard time believing there’s anyone with his ability to create 
separation (in the 2022 draft),” Nightingale said. 

Fohr calls Frank III’s speed “second to none.” 

“Everybody who comes to the rink, he’s going to jump out at you because 
he’s so fast. We joke around that he averages like two breakaways a 
game,” Fohr said. “He’s just so different than the rest of the players on 
the ice sheet that way.” 

On one of his first days training with GVN (Galivan’s gym, which runs out 
of the national program), Galivan was struck by his natural athleticism 
and surprised to learn that Frank III didn’t come from a family of athletes. 

“Genetically he’s pretty special. I don’t tell him that but he is. He’s a hell 
of an athlete,” Galivan said. “When it comes to performance metrics, he’s 
definitely in the top of a very, very elite group.” 

But the bigger thing they were all drawn to was his ability to learn. 

In his first year at the program, there were growing pains for Frank III that 
were bigger than those of many of his teammates. But he then just kept 
getting better and better. 

The switch flipped, according to Fohr, when they moved him from the 
wing to centre, to get his smallish frame (today he’s 5-foot-10 and says 
his weight fluctuates between 170 and 175 pounds) off the wall and into 
the middle where he could really skate. 

“It wasn’t all sunshine and rainbows in the beginning. But he’s an 
analytical kid, he’s got a lot of questions, and he’s always got one more 
thing to ask,” Fohr said. 

Frank III progressed so quickly that by the time the season was done his 
55 points in 45 games led the team in scoring. 

“He has really blossomed into a very well-rounded player,” Fohr said. “He 
has learned how to utilize that speed. Sometimes if you’re too fast and 
you’re too far in front all of the time, you need to learn patience. And he 
has learned the times to go and the times not to. That’s a subtle piece of 
the game that’s hard to pick up but he has done a good job with.” 

In back-to-back offseasons with Galivan, he made equal progress in the 
gym as well. Though he says adding weight is one of the biggest 

difficulties he as a hockey player, he has worked with Galivan to make 
sure he’s doing everything he can to put on weight in the summer and 
then maintain it in season. 

“I work really hard at it,” he said. 

Galivan insists Frank III has diligently trained his earned his speed too, 
even appears second nature from afar. 

“He’s extremely explosive, he’s powerful … and to train those two 
qualities, you need to have a lot of intent behind your training, which is 
something that Frankie doesn’t have any problem with. He’s very 
talented but he’s got a blue collar approach. That’s Frankie in a nutshell,” 
Galivan said. “And one of the things about Frank is he’s one of the guys 
at the top but he doesn’t take advantage of that. He works just as hard as 
some of the guys that may be closer to the bottom. That’s what makes 
Frank special. It’s not so much that he is an elite athlete but he’s also got 
an elite work ethic. He’s really mature for his age; he’s got real, specific 
goals.” 

To reach those goals, Frank III billets close to the rink in-season as well 
as in the summer so that he can keep up with his 3-4 hour training days 
split between the ice and GVN, going home on the weekends. That 
means going head-to-head with the Hughes brothers, Cole Caufield, 
Cam York, and the rest of the program’s NHL alums who return in the 
offseason. 

“That’s a pretty big commitment for him,” Galivan said. 

That commitment led to a second consecutive season where the speed 
with which he got better matched the speed with which he played. 

Nightingale was particularly impressed with how he handled games 
against the tougher opponents the U18 team play against (after playing 
predominantly against the NAHL and USHL in their U17 seasons, the 
program replaces their NAHL games with NCAA ones in their final year). 

“It’s unbelievable how much his game has grown,” Nightingale said. “He’s 
way more engaged for a full shift and I think his ability to change speeds 
has adapted. When he came in, everything was speed based. Now he’s 
able to delay and then explode and protect the puck.” 

When the U18 team played Muskegon this season, Hamilton, saw that 
progress firsthand when Frank III scored six points in five games against 
his team. 

“Now, as I watch and coach against him today, I see the player he has 
become and how he has learned how to pull people in with him and it’s 
impressive. He just grew so much in all of those aspects (that he needed 
to work on) to the point where they’re now strengths of his that you can 
see plain as day,” Hamilton said. “We inherited him as is with the skating. 
He has always been able to flat out fly and has always had a hard, 
sneaky shot. Those were just gifts that God gave him. He has just figured 
out how to use those gifts.” 

Though Frank III doesn’t want to know about his draft status, he’s likely 
to be picked in the first half of the first round in Montreal this summer. 

After leading the U17 team in scoring to begin his U18 season with an ‘A’ 
rating from NHL Central Scouting, indicating him as a first-round pick, he 
played his way to the No. 17 slot on their North American skaters ranking 
at midseason. 

Then, after battling through a shoulder injury he suffered crashing into 
the boards in the second half, he finished third on the team in scoring 
(behind linemate Isaac Howard and projected top-five pick Logan 
Cooley) with 61 points in 50 games heading into U18 worlds. And in 
Germany, he added to that total. 

After scoring the tying 2-2 goal in USA’s stunning 6-4 gold medal loss to 
Sweden, Frank III finished the tournament with nine points in six games. 

Ahead? A busy summer. 
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The last of his three sisters is set to graduate from university the 
summer. Another is set to get married in August. And he just became an 
uncle. 

Oh, and then there’s the draft. But they can’t talk about that. 

“We’re excited, and nervous, and all of those emotions that we don’t 
show to him,” Gina said, laughing. 

Next fall, he’ll begin his next hockey chapter at the University of Michigan 
as a freshman with the Wolverines as well. His cheering section will only 
need to add 20 minutes to their drives. 

And as much as they might embarrass him, Fohr thinks they’re good for 
Frank III. Earlier this year, he scored two goals in the U18 team’s 4-3 loss 
to the Wolverines in Ann Arbor. The loudest group in the building was the 
same at Yost Arena as it is in Plymouth. 

“He always plays well when they’re loud,” Fohr said. “It’s pretty cool that 
he gets the process here of what we do but he’s close enough to home 
that his family still gets to be a part of it. He has that comfort and he can 
still see his family and go there on an off weekend.” 

When he talks about them, he eventually confesses that he’s not so 
embarrassed after all. 

“I actually kind of like (being the youngest) deep down,” he said. “My 
mom kind of treats me like I’m the baby so I get a few things my way. 
And I actually liked growing up with three sisters. I think it helped me in 
life.” 

When they talk about him, they talk about his infectious smile, his quiet 
nature, his humble disposition, and how well-mannered he is. 

“He’s a really good kid,” Gina said, pausing to collect herself as she got 
emotional. 

But they also talk about a kid who’d read the Monopoly rule book when 
he was 6 years old to make sure his big sisters weren’t taking advantage 
of him. 

“He hates to lose,” Frank II said. “We play a lot of family games, we’re a 
very tight family – a very, very, very tight-knit family – and you can’t come 
to an Uno game here.” 

“Being the youngest, there’s just a competitiveness thing with him. There 
was no ‘Oh just let Frankie do it,'” Gina added. “He’s always wanting to 
get better and be better at everything. He wants to be better at hockey, 
he’s always trying to improve himself, he wants to have all A’s (in 
school), and he’s very, very determined and usually very successful at 
everything he does as a result.” 

Ask those who aren’t family but have worked with him and it’s clear they 
see the same qualities. 

“If my kids become half of Frankie,” Galivan finished, “I think I’ll be doing 
a good job.” 

With reporting in Plymouth, Mich. 
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NHL playoff predictions 2022: 1st-round winners, most overrated, dark 
horse, Stanley Cup champion and more 

 

Scott Powers, Joshua Kloke, James Mirtle, Scott Wheeler, Israel Fehr, 
Aaron Portzline, Max Bultman, Corey Masisak, Arpon Basu, Marc 
Antoine Godin, Corey Pronman, Michael Russo, Jonas Siegel, Charlie 
O'Connor, Jeremy Rutherford, Allan Mitchell, Kevin Kurz, Josh Yohe, 
Murat Ates, Arthur Staple, Sean Shapiro, Shayna Goldman, Joe Smith, 
Fluto Shinzawa, Saad Yousuf, Eric Stephens, Lisa Dillman, John Vogl, 

Adam Vingan, Tarik El-Bashir, Daniel Nugent-Bowman, Sean McIndoe, 
Mark Lazerus, Sara Civian, Jesse Granger, Rob Rossi, Harman Dayal, 
Sean Gentille, Peter Baugh, Joe Rexrode, Thomas Drance, Ian Mendes, 
Julian McKenzie13-16 minutes 01/05/2022 

Will the Lightning threepeat? Will the Avalanche and Panthers be 
unstoppable? Or will some under-the-radar team emerge in this year’s 
Stanley Cup playoffs? 

With the postseason opening Monday, The Athletic posed these 
questions and more to our NHL staff. Here are their picks to win each 
first-round series, the Eastern and Western Conferences, the Conn 
Smythe and the Stanley Cup, as well as picks for the most overrated 
team and a playoff dark horse: 

First-round series predictions 

Metropolitan Division: Bruins vs. Hurricanes 

Percent of vote Bruins Hurricanes 

4 games 

0.0 

0.0 

5 games 

0.0 

10.4 

6 games 

16.7 

37.5 

7 games 

20.8 

14.6 

Total 

37.5 

62.5 

The Hurricanes swept the season series by a combined score of 16-1. Is 
62.5 percent too low? I think 62.5 percent is just right. While it’s true the 
Canes dominated in the regular season, they lost the regular-season 
matchup to the Rangers two years ago then beat them in the play-in, and 
same with Washington a few years back before beating them in Round 1. 
As coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “It doesn’t matter. It’s irrelevant. It’s a 
new year starting Monday and what’s past is so irrelevant.” I will say the 
confidence boost from this regular season was probably necessary, and 
the slight edge is deserved. But I think the slight edge comes more from 
both teams’ new goaltending situations and the Canes’ core having a few 
more seasons of experience than they did the last time these two teams 
met. — Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer 

Metropolitan Division: Penguins vs. Rangers 

Percent of vote Penguins Rangers 

4 games 

0.0 

0.0 

5 games 

2.1 

14.6 

6 games 
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14.6 

33.3 

7 games 

16.7 

18.8 

Total 

33.3 

66.7 

Are we underrating postseason experience in taking a team in the 
playoffs for the first time since 2017 over a perennial contender? 
Probably not. The Penguins were eliminated by an Islanders team that 
hadn’t reached the playoffs in the previous two seasons in 2019. In 2020, 
they were eliminated by the Canadiens, who hasn’t reached the 
postseason in their previous two seasons. Experience is nice. And it can 
be helpful. The Penguins, though, are dealing with Father Time, and his 
power is greater than that of experience on most occasions. They have 
been freakishly streaky all season and because of that trait are very 
unpredictable. That, more than their Stanley Cup rings, is what should 
concern the Rangers a bit. But the Rangers are the rightful favorite in this 
series. — Josh Yohe, Penguins beat writer 

Atlantic Division: Capitals vs. Panthers 

Percent of vote Capitals Panthers 

4 games 

0.0 

8.3 

5 games 

0.0 

50.0 

6 games 

2.1 

25.0 

7 games 

4.2 

10.4 

Total 

6.3 

93.8 

What do the Capitals need to do to keep up with the Presidents’ Trophy 
winners? The Caps are one of the biggest and most physical teams in 
the league, and they’ll need to use that combination of size and 
ruggedness to punish the Panthers and keep the series from turning into 
a track meet. It’s an M.O. that’s often repeated in D.C. this time of year, 
and it definitely applies now: Invest in physicality early and hope to reap 
the benefits later. That, and competent goaltending from Vitek Vanecek 
and Ilya Samsonov, neither of whom managed even an .890 save 
percentage in April. — Tarik El-Bashir, Capitals beat writer 

Atlantic Division: Lightning vs. Maple Leafs 

Percent of vote Lightning Maple Leafs 

4 games 

2.1 

0.0 

5 games 

4.2 

2.1 

6 games 

31.3 

8.3 

7 games 

33.3 

18.8 

Total 

70.8 

29.2 

The Lightning had the eighth-best record in the league but are among the 
Cup favorites and picked to beat the Leafs. Is this a legacy pick or are 
they in two-time-defending-champ form? The Lightning have definitely 
earned the benefit of the doubt, so I can see why they’re the popular pick 
(I picked them in seven games). But this is no slam-dunk, as this is the 
best Leafs team in recent memory. Is this their “time”? The gap between 
the Lightning and other top teams has shrunk a bit, but they still have the 
team — and goalie in Andrei Vasilevskiy — to win this series. — Joe 
Smith, Lightning beat writer 

Central Division: Predators vs. Avalanche 

Percent of vote Predators Avalanche 

4 games 

0.0 

39.6 

5 games 

0.0 

47.9 

6 games 

2.1 

8.3 

7 games 

0.0 

2.1 

Total 

2.1 

97.9 

It looks like long odds for the Predators here. What do they need to do to 
make it a series? It is not hyperbole to say that the Predators’ chances in 
this series hinge on the health of All-Star goaltender Juuse Saros, who 
suffered a potentially serious lower-body injury last week. If Saros is 
unavailable, then the Predators will need to receive comparable 
goaltending from backup David Rittich, who was below average in 17 
appearances this season (3.57 goals-against average, .886 save 
percentage). Without that, this series could indeed be over quickly. — 
Adam Vingan, Predators beat writer 

Central Division: Blues vs. Wild 
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Percent of vote Blues Wild 

4 games 

0.0 

0.0 

5 games 

0.0 

0.0 

6 games 

4.2 

29.2 

7 games 

33.3 

33.3 

Total 

37.5 

62.5 

Two-thirds of our staff is predicting a Game 7 here. Why is this series 
going to be so good? Wow, and the voting couldn’t be any more split if it 
does go to seven games, with 33.3 percent for each team. That falls in 
line with what many national writers are saying, too, that the Blues-Wild 
series looks to be the best of the eight matchups on paper. Why? Well, 
you’ve got a 113-point team taking on a 109-point team, and there’s star 
power, depth, and both teams had lengthy point streaks the last month of 
the season. When you throw in the fact that the Blues and Wild are rivals 
who will bring the physicality, it makes for an incredibly intriguing series. 
Literally, it’s a pick ’em. — Jeremy Rutherford, Blues beat writer 

Pacific Division: Stars vs. Flames 

Percent of vote Stars Flames 

4 games 

0.0 

14.6 

5 games 

2.1 

45.8 

6 games 

0.0 

35.4 

7 games 

2.1 

0.0 

Total 

4.2 

95.8 

The Flames are overwhelmingly favored here. What’s the path to a Stars 
upset? The Stars’ path to upsetting the Flames has a few layers. The first 
thing they will need to do is establish a physical presence. With their elite 
skill and talent, particularly on the top line but even deeper, if the Flames 
get comfortable, they will pour it on. The Stars will also have to play good 

defense, and that’s before the goaltender becomes a factor. Neither 
Stars goaltender has started a playoff game before, so the structure in 
front of them needs to be sound to keep the score down while also 
creating rush opportunities for the offense. — Saad Yousuf, Stars beat 
writer 

Pacific Division: Kings vs. Oilers 

Percent of vote Kings Oilers 

4 games 

0.0 

4.2 

5 games 

0.0 

16.7 

6 games 

14.6 

31.3 

7 games 

16.7 

16.7 

Total 

31.3 

68.8 

The Oilers were a popular pick for both the playoff dark horse and the 
playoffs’ most overrated team. Which will it be? Though the Oilers started 
9-1 and pushed that record to 16-5, there’s no question they’re playing 
the best hockey of their season now. Only the Panthers and Flames have 
better points percentages than Edmonton’s .724 since Jay Woodcroft 
was promoted from the minors to coach the team on Feb. 10. They were 
a below-average five-on-five team; now it’s a strength. They have two of 
the top offensive players in the world in Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl and a goaltender playing probably as well as he ever has in 
Mike Smith. They’re determined to make amends for their 1-7 record the 
past two postseasons. Don’t sleep on the Oilers. — Daniel Nugent-
Bowman, Oilers beat writer 

Beyond the first round 

Dark horse 

The Rangers have the best goalie in the league and have made moves 
to go all-in. Should they be considered a dark horse? The Rangers were 
already a successful team this season by defying the data. When Chris 
Drury added Andrew Copp and Frank Vatrano at the trade deadline, they 
became a legitimately strong team. Their lack of playoff experience 
makes them a dark horse but, as lots of my colleagues seem to feel, 
they’re edging into contender territory now. — Arthur Staple, Rangers 
beat writer 

Most overrated team 

 

Do the Maple Leafs deserve to be considered overrated after a season 
with the most wins and points in franchise history? Honestly, any 
“overrated” description must be based on reputation — playoff reputation, 
that is — not on what actually went down during the regular season. The 
Leafs had the No. 1 power play and the No. 8 penalty kill in the league. 
They scored more goals than any team but Florida. And while they have 
a reputation as a bad defensive team, they were ranked fourth in the 
NHL defensively in five-on-five expected goal rate. They have arguably 
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the best player in the league, another top 15-20 player, and a deep 
defense. So, overrated? I don’t really see it. Not if you look at the facts so 
far this season. — Jonas Siegel, Maple Leafs beat writer 

Eastern Conference champion 

What’s most likely to derail the Panthers from a lengthy run? For all their 
charms — and the Panthers are truly one of the best offensive teams in 
recent history — it isn’t tough to suss out their disappointment blueprint. 
This is not a particularly good defensive team; on the season, its 
expected goals against per game is 2.52, 17th in the league and third-
worst among playoff teams. Since the trade deadline? 2.86, 25th overall. 
Oof. Take that, mix in a standard Sergei Bobrovsky playoff performance 
(.908 career save percentage, between .882 and .901 in four of his last 
five postseasons), a tough road to the Final and, perhaps, an unfortunate 
cold streak? There it is. — Sean Gentille, national NHL writer 

Western Conference champion 

What’s most likely to derail the Avalanche from a lengthy run? Though 
the Avalanche have given plenty of reason to believe, injuries and 
turnovers could always pop up and prove costly in the postseason. 
Colorado should be fully healthy going into the playoffs, but that wasn’t 
the case for a single game in the regular season, when Nathan 
MacKinnon, Gabriel Landeskog, Valeri Nichushkin and Devon Toews all 
missed at least 15 games. Can Colorado keep its top players in the 
lineup throughout the playoffs? Additionally, the Avalanche had leaky 
defense the last half of April, in part because of defensive-zone 
turnovers. They had the 28th-worst goals against per game since April 
15. That was an aberration from the bulk of the season, but if this 
defensive bump in the road continues, it could spell trouble in a long, 
physical postseason series. — Peter Baugh, Avalanche beat writer 

Stanley Cup champion 

In the preseason, 56.4 percent of our staff picked the Avs to win the Cup. 
A year ago, it was 38.1 percent heading into the playoffs. Is 45.8 percent 
too low? Too high? The Avalanche enter the playoffs as the de facto 
favorite for a reason, from analytics models and oddsmakers alike. They 
may have struggled to get past the second-round hump in the past, but at 
some point, they have to break through. There’s just too much talent on 
this roster and very few weak links. It’s difficult to think of the last time a 
team had this much firepower at its disposal. This feels like the year Joe 
Sakic’s team finally gets it done. — Dom Luszczyszyn, national NHL 
writer 

Conn Smythe winner 

Makar and MacKinnon are favorites, and Rantanen makes the list too. If 
it’s not one of them, what other Avalanche players could be in the mix? 
Clearly a large portion of our staff picked the Avalanche to win, so it 
makes sense that Makar and MacKinnon lead the way in Conn Smythe 
predictions. Both are strong choices: Makar had a Norris-worthy season, 
and MacKinnon played at a 100-plus point pace this year, though he 
missed time to injury. Rantanen is gifted in every offensive area, so he’s 
another good option. If an Avalanche player outside of those three was to 
win, Darcy Kuemper and Gabriel Landeskog could be good predictions. 
Both would reward offseason moves by the Avalanche’s front office: 
Colorado both traded for Kuemper and gave Landeskog an eight-year 
contract this summer. — Peter Baugh, Avalanche beat writer 

Tapping into our NHL betting expert in Vegas: Is there any value here? 
What do the markets say compared to our writers’ votes? It’s interesting 
that according to oddsmakers, Auston Matthews is tied with Nathan 
MacKinnon for the best odds to win the Conn Smythe at 14-to-1. 
Meanwhile only 2.1 percent of The Athletic staff chose Matthews, with 11 
different players on five different teams ahead of him. The reason for the 
difference is the lack of faith from the staff that Toronto can win as a 
team. The Maple Leafs were voted the most overrated team, and only 
2.1 percent chose them to win it all, whereas the oddsmakers give 
Toronto the fifth-best odds at 10-to-1. 

The best value play according to the staff poll is Andrei Vasilevskiy. The 
Lightning netminder won last year’s Conn Smythe and received the fifth-
most votes by The Athletic staff. But there are 20 players with better odds 
than Vasilevskiy to win it this season, as he’s tied with long shots such as 
Jack Campbell and Sam Reinhart at 40-to-1 odds. — Jesse Granger, 
Golden Knights beat writer 
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NHL hot seat WATCH: From Marner to Gaudreau to Bednar, the players, 
coaches and GMs with the most at stake 

 

Mark Lazerus  

 

Remember storylines? No? Well, once upon a time in the sports world, 
we had these things called storylines. Entering a season, or a playoff 
series, or a draft, or some other such moment, there were players and 
people that we focused on, because they held a particular level of 
interest for a particular reason. Would Player X be able to fill Departed 
Player Y’s shoes? Would Rookie Z be the next big thing? Will Player A 
overcome Adversity B? 

They were just talking points, really. A place to start the conversation. 
They evolved as the season or series went on, depending on the facts on 
the ground. 

Well, somewhere along the way, storylines became The Narrative, a 
proper noun and immutable fact. The Narrative is far more stubborn than 
regular old storylines, entrenching itself in the sports consciousness 
(often in meme form). But The Narrative can change, too. Alex Ovechkin 
was a playoff failure until he wasn’t. The Penguins were one-Cup 
wonders until they weren’t. Corey Crawford was soft with a weak glove 
hand until he wasn’t. The Wild were boring until they weren’t. Hockey 
would never work in the South until it did. 

But changing The Narrative is hard, and it tends to take a historic run or a 
dramatic move to change. So the opportunity is there, but so is the 
pressure. Being in the hot seat can mean your job is on the line, but it 
also can mean your reputation is on the line. 

With that latter interpretation in mind, here are a baker’s dozen people 
around the league — in and out of the playoff picture — facing the 
highest stakes and hoping to change The Narrative, as we transition to 
the pressure-cooker that is the playoffs and the yawning chasm of the 
unknown that is the offseason. 

Mitch Marner, Maple Leafs winger 

Mitch Marner is so good that Oilers fans are painting him as Leon 
Draisaitl to Auston Matthews’ Connor McDavid, a disqualifying co-equal 
presence in the Hart Trophy debate. Only seven players in the league 
scored at a higher rate this season than Marner’s 1.37 points per game. 
He’s outstanding at 5-on-5, on the power play and on the penalty kill. 
He’s a complete player. 

Except … in the postseason. The Leafs have been eliminated in the first 
round in all five of Marner’s previous seasons, and he has scored five 
total goals — zero over 12 games in the last two postseasons. Now let’s 
be honest, you could pretty much put the entire Leafs organization on 
this list. Hell, you could put the entire city of Toronto on this list, as the 
fan base is probably feeling the pressure as much as the players are. 
The whole Choking Leafs narrative is an awfully stubborn one, one 
backed up by years of evidence. Knocking off the two-time defending 
champion Lightning, with Marner leading the way, would go a long way 
toward finally changing it. Failing to do so, well, one shudders to think. 

Jared Bednar, Avalanche coach 
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Colorado’s 2016-17 season, Bednar’s first behind the bench, is the 49th-
worst in NHL history by points percentage, and the 26th-worst in the last 
50 years. But since then, all he’s done is win — in the regular season, 
that is. Bednar’s Avs are 218-112-42 in the last five seasons, a .642 
points percentage that puts him in line with the likes of Jon Cooper, 
Bruce Boudreau and Bruce Cassidy. 

But here’s how the last four years ended: First-round loss, second-round 
loss, second-round loss, second-round loss. The Avalanche have been 
champions-in-waiting for a few years now, and this is their best team yet 
— a group that went an astounding 38-6-4 out of the Christmas COVID-
19 break until a recent meaningless four-game losing streak. Bednar’s at 
no risk of losing his job here, but at some point, you have to get out of the 
second round. Nathan MacKinnon’s bargain-basement contract — his 
$6.3-million cap hit is less than Ryan Kesler’s — has just one year left on 
it. Nazem Kadri has probably priced himself out of Colorado. It’s only 
going to get harder from here. And with either the Wild or the Blues 
waiting in the second round, that elusive trip to the Western Conference 
final — and beyond — is no sure thing. 

Johnny Gaudreau, Flames winger 

OK, so this is what we’re doing here? Just naming really good, really 
well-regarded people around the league and imagining they’re on the hot 
seat? Well, yeah. Expectations rise with performance, and few have 
performed better this season than Johnny Hockey. The subject of trade 
rumors in recent seasons, Gaudreau is now a legitimate Hart Trophy 
candidate with 115 points in leading the Flames to the top of the Pacific 
Division standings. It’s been the ultimate walk year for Gaudreau, whom 
the Flames decided not to extend last summer, a decision that could cost 
them millions of dollars in cap space in the years to come — if Gaudreau 
doesn’t test free agency, that is. 

Here’s the thing: Gaudreau’s previous playoff runs have been 
underwhelming, and the Flames have won just one true playoff series in 
Gaudreau’s tenure, way back in his rookie season in 2015. No matter 
what and no matter where Gaudreau’s getting paid this summer. But if he 
can dominate the playoffs the way he’s dominated the regular season 
this year, he can get that McDavid money over the summer. 

Kelly McCrimmon, Golden Knights general manager 

You won’t find much sympathy around the league for Vegas’ plight. The 
schadenfreude is real and it is spectacular. But the Knights’ collapse 
down the stretch and stunning failure to make the playoffs has wrought 
absolute chaos in Vegas. All McCrimmon has to do is figure out his 
coaching situation (will he fire Pete DeBoer?), his goaltending situation 
(is Robin Lehner the latest star Vegas goalie whose relationship with the 
team is unsalvageable?) and his salary-cap situation (welcome to town, 
Jack Eichel). All while the most impatient owner in the league looks over 
his shoulder. 

Gulp. 

Sergei Bobrovsky, Panthers goaltender 

In his 12 NHL seasons, Bobrovsky has a .916 save percentage, with a 
45.1 GSAx, per Evolving Hockey, the highest in the league in that time 
frame. In his eight NHL postseasons, Bobrovsky has an .899 save 
percentage, with a minus-25.26 GSAx. That’s as Jekyll-and-Hyde as it 
gets. The Panthers are a super-fun offensive juggernaut that seems 
perfectly content to win games 5-4 and 6-5, but open ice and power plays 
tend to be harder to come by in the playoffs. Average goaltending should 
theoretically be enough for Florida to make a deep run. But can 
Bobrovsky provide even that? And can he even hold off Spencer Knight, 
who was just named the NHL rookie of the month after going 6-1 with a 
.925 save percentage in April?’ 

You could throw coach Andrew Brunette on this list, too, because while 
he did terrific work taking over for Joel Quenneville mid-stream in the 
regular season, the postseason is where Quenneville always stood apart 
from other coaches. A master of in-game matchups and series-long 
adjustments, Quenneville’s Blackhawks teams were 32-8 in Games 5-7, 

including 15-1 in Game 6s, and won all nine series that were at one point 
tied 2-2. As a first-year head coach, can Brunette hold his own head-to-
head with the likes of Cooper, Cassidy, Rod Brind’Amour, Mike Sullivan 
and more? 

Don Waddell, Hurricanes general manager 

While other Eastern Conference contenders bulked up at the trade 
deadline — the Panthers added Claude Giroux and Ben Chiarot, the 
Lightning added Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul, the Bruins added 
Hampus Lindholm, the Rangers added Andrew Copp, the Leafs added 
Mark Giordano, the Penguins added Rickard Rakell — Waddell largely 
stood pat, taking a low-cost flier on Max Domi, who has just two goals 
and five assists since being acquired. 

Now, believing in your team and holding on to your assets is fine. Based 
on the track record of deadline rentals, more GMs might want to try it. But 
if the Hurricanes squander a division championship with an early exit for 
the second straight season, Waddell’s reluctance to go big and chase 
someone such as Jakob Chychrun or John Klingberg will be second-
guessed into oblivion. 

Cam Talbot, Wild goaltender 

Maybe Talbot didn’t take Bill Guerin’s trade for Marc-André Fleury 
personally, but he clearly took it as a challenge. Since the third-
winningest goaltender in NHL history came to Minnesota, Talbot has 
been spectacular — 8-0-3 with a .925 save percentage since the trade. 

So who’s the real Talbot? The goalie whose first half earned him an All-
Star Game appearance and whose finish has been tremendous, or the 
guy who got torched for six goals by first-round foe St. Louis at the 
Winter Classic and who sputtered so badly from late-January to early 
March that Guerin spent a conditional second-round pick to bring Fleury 
aboard? Can Talbot seize the net in the playoffs? Considering that 
conditional pick becomes a first-rounder if Fleury wins four games and 
the Wild reach the conference final, you know Guerin is hoping so. 

Patrick Kane and Jonathan Toews, Blackhawks forwards 

Few players in modern NHL history are as intrinsically linked with a 
franchise as much as Kane and Toews, the faces of three Stanley Cup 
runs from 2010-2015. Not too long ago, they seemed sure to go down as 
Chicago lifers. But the Blackhawks’ on-ice woes, combined with their off-
ice shame, has upended all the narratives. Both players are eligible for 
contract extensions on July 13 as they enter the last year of their 
matching eight-year, $84-million deals. But will they even make it that 
far? 

There will surely be some trade interest in Kane — still an all-world talent 
— at the draft. And Toews — in decline, but a potential monster of a 
third-line center on a contender — has been lukewarm at best to the idea 
of a prolonged rebuild. Each player has a full no-movement clause, so 
the ball’s largely in their court. And if they do want out? Imagine being 
33-year-old first-year GM Kyle Davidson, and having to swing those 
deals with the franchise’s future hanging in the balance. Good luck, kid. 

Ville Husso and Jordan Binnington, Blues goaltenders 

Husso and Binnington have split the Blues’ games this season pretty 
much right down the middle, but Husso is clearly the No. 1 goalie by any 
reasonable metric. Husso’s 14.18 GSAx is better than the likes of Connor 
Hellebuyck, Juuse Saros and Jonathan Quick. And Binnington’s minus-
10.01 GSAx is 45th among goalies who’ve had more than a cup of coffee 
in the league this season. Husso’s save percentage? .919. Binnington’s? 
.901. It’s no contest. 

But Binnington’s name is on the Stanley Cup. Husso’s isn’t. So while 
Husso appears poised to get the Game 1 start, the leash likely will be 
short, especially with such a dangerous first-round opponent in 
Minnesota. And if Binnington does get in, it’ll be because the Blues are 
up against it, and he’ll have no time to ease his way back into the No. 1 
role. If the Blues get solid goaltending, they’re somewhat sneaky Cup 
contenders. But can they pick the right one? 
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Jim Nill, Stars general manager 

What are the Dallas Stars, exactly? Well, aside from their bubble run to 
the Stanley Cup Final two years ago — and let’s face it, just about 
everything that happened in the bubble is pretty easy to cast aside — 
they’re exactly what they always seem to be: a streaky, tantalizing, 
maddening, fringe playoff team. Yes, they made the playoffs this season, 
but they did it with a negative goal differential (the only playoff team to do 
so) and with 15 wins in overtime or shootouts, both of which barely 
qualify as hockey and neither of which appears in postseason play. 

Both Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn are signed through doomsday, Joe 
Pavelski is an ageless wonder, and pending RFA Jason Robertson is 
worth every dollar of cap space Nill can scrounge up. But with John 
Klinberg potentially walking away for nothing, no goalies signed for next 
season (though Jake Oettinger’s return as an RFA is a sure thing) and 
holes all over the roster, what can Nill really do to bump the Stars off the 
bubble? 

Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl, Oilers centers 

All two of the world’s greatest players have done over the past several 
seasons is dominate the NHL and put up 1980s-level point totals. And all 
certain corners of the hockey world have done is poke holes in their 
games and try to pin Edmonton’s playoff failures on them, conveniently 
choosing to ignore, well, everything else about the roster and the 
organization. 

Mike Smith has an excellent, albeit short, postseason record. His 2012 
run with the Coyotes was Conn Smythe-level stuff for a few rounds. But 
you get the sense that Smith could give up seven goals a night this time 
around and somehow McDavid and Draisaitl would get the blame. It’s 
The Narrative to end all Narratives, and it’ll take something special to 
change it. Fortunately for McDavid and Draisaitl, doing something special 
is kind of their thing. 
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ESPN / Wyshynski - Picks for every series in the Stanley Cup playoffs 
bracket 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

Before I reveal every series winner in the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs and 
the exact number of games in which the series will be won, I'd like to just 
offer a small reminder to establish a baseline for your expectations: 

I picked the New York Islanders to win the Cup before the season. 

But that was before the season. Now I have 82 games of data, 
observation and results on each team to rely on for my prognostications, 
rather than just vibes. Although, in fairness, sometimes vibes work too. 

The brackets are set, and so are the rosters. The 2022 Stanley Cup 
playoffs commence beginning Monday night, with June 30 as the last 
possible day for the Cup to be raised. Who will win? Who will lose? Who 
will shock the hockey world, either in victory or in defeat? 

Here is how the Stanley Cup playoffs will play out, from the opening 
round through the last game of the Final. I apologize in advance for 
spoiling the next two months for you, as obviously all of this is going to 
happen exactly to script. 

Jump ahead: 

East: 1st | 2nd 

Conference finals 

West: 1st | 2nd 

Conference finals 

Stanley Cup Final 

EAST FIRST ROUND 

Carolina Hurricanes (M1) vs. Boston Bruins (WC1) 

It's a tribute to the Bruins' postseason prowess that they had two possible 
first-round opponents on Friday night both screaming at the heavens, 
"Please ... not Boston again!" 

The Maple Leafs avoided their tormentors, but the Hurricanes were not 
so lucky. The Bruins eliminated Carolina in two of the past three 
postseasons, winning 4-0 in 2018-19 and 4-1 in 2019-20. (The 
Hurricanes earned a brief reprieve when the teams were separated in 
last season's COVID-necessitated realignment.) 

Those Bruins aren't these Bruins. Gone are names like David Krejci, 
Tuukka Rask, Torey Krug and Zdeno Chara. But seeing David Pastrnak, 
Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and Charlie McAvoy still wearing the 
spoked B is probably enough to spook Carolina. 

The Hurricanes led the league with 2.44 goals against per game, mostly 
due to their goaltending, as they were 18th in expected goals against. 
Frederik Andersen played himself into Vezina Trophy consideration 
before a late-season injury that could impact his availability or 
effectiveness in the first round. But Antti Raanta and rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov can also do the job. 

Carolina is also incredibly deep at the forward position. Sebastian Aho 
(81 points), Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Vincent Trocheck, 
Martin Necas, rookie Seth Jarvis ... mix 'em as you like and you're going 
to end up with two great lines. The "checking line" with Jesper Fast, 
Jordan Staal and Nino Niederreiter is as good as they come. 

They're a better offensive team than Boston, full stop. They are not a 
better defensive team, and that's where I think the series swings slightly 
in Boston's favor. The Hurricanes generate a ton of shots. No one is 
better than the Bruins in limiting high-danger shot attempts on Linus 
Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman. They'll need one of them to be the best 
goalie on the ice in a couple of these games, and I don't think that's an 
outrageous ask. 

I'll take the Bruins here, as Marchand and Pastrnak -- the fourth- and 
fifth-highest playoff scorers since 2015-16, incidentally -- help prolong 
what might be pending free agent Patrice Bergeron's last run in Boston. 
That said, this might be the biggest toss-up series in the first round. 

Winner: Bruins eliminate Hurricanes 4-3 

New York Rangers (M2) vs. Pittsburgh Penguins (M3) 

The Penguins used to be the default pick in playoff series because of 
their star-power advantage over conference opponents. But Pittsburgh 
might seem dim on the magnitude scale compared with the Rangers, 
who now have more bold-faced names than a gossip entry on Page Six. 

Artemi Panarin (96 points), Mika Zibanejad (81 points), Chris Kreider (52 
goals) up front, with last season's Norris Trophy winner, Adam Fox, and 
this season's lock for the Vezina Trophy, Igor Shesterkin (.935 save 
percentage), behind them. There's a good, if young and inexperienced, 
supporting cast around them. It took a while, and some deadline 
acquisitions, but New York's horrific underlying numbers have trended up 
for the past two months at 5-on-5. Meanwhile, the Rangers power play 
led the league for most of the season. 

The Penguins enter this series on a cold spell. They're in a 5-6-1 funk, 
watching offensive players like Bryan Rust struggled to create goals 
down the stretch. Goalie Tristan Jarry, who stabilized the Penguins for 
most of the season with consistently good goaltending, is out with a 
broken foot. To say the Rangers have gotten the better of the Penguins 
this season would be an understatement, as Pittsburgh went 1-3 and was 
outscored 11-4. Not great! 
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All that said ... I lean Pittsburgh here. 

Goalie Casey DeSmith doesn't have to be the reason the Penguins win 
this season, he just can't be the reason they lose it. He posted a .935 
save percentage in 12 appearances since March 1. I think if DeSmith 
was healthy in the first round last postseason, when Jarry played terribly, 
the Penguins would have gotten by the Islanders. 

The Penguins have a significant advantage in even-strength goal 
scoring. Since March 30, the Penguins were seventh in expected goals 
per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 (2.86) while the Rangers were 28th (2.35), 
having struggled in that metric all season. The only way the Penguins are 
going to challenge Shesterkin is with shot volume, and Pittsburgh was 
sixth in shots on goal per game (34.7) this season. 

New York has overcome that 5-on-5 disadvantage with their 
aforementioned power-play prowess, but that could be mitigated by the 
Penguins having the third best penalty kill in the NHL, and being tied for 
second-fewest times shorthanded in the league this season. 

Throw in Sidney Crosby trying to win his first playoff series since 2018 
and prolong the last ride for this Stanley Cup-winning core, and you've 
got the makings of a mild upset. 

Winner: Penguins eliminate Rangers 4-2 

Florida Panthers (A1) vs. Washington Capitals (WC2) 

Hmmmm ... tough one. Do we go with the best goal-scoring team the 
NHL has seen since 1995-96 or its opponent with the potentially injured 
MVP and porous goaltending? Meditate on this, I will. 

OK, I meditated: The Panthers are going to win this round, and quite 
tidily. There's a kind of team that could give them trouble in a seven-
game series, but the Capitals aren't that team. 

Goalie Vitek Vanecek has been inconsistent at best, while Ilya Samsonov 
has been sub-replacement level. Whatever you think of Sergei 
Bobrovsky and Spencer Knight, the Panthers have the advantage in 
goal. The late-season shoulder injury to Alex Ovechkin may end up being 
another ailment that doesn't cause the Russian Machine to malfunction, 
but if he does, they're cooked -- Ovechkin had six points in three games 
against the Panthers in the regular season. 

But ultimately, this is a series where the Panthers are the Marianas 
Trench of offensive depth while the Capitals have become a leaky above-
ground swimming pool. Beyond Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov (78 
points), the Capitals were left wanting for more point production, as 
standard-bearers such as T.J. Oshie and Nicklas Backstrom posted 
some Washington career nadir numbers. 

Am I worried that Florida will choke on its own hype and spectacularly 
flame out in the first round under an interim coach who has yet to lead his 
team through on-ice adversity? It wouldn't be the Stanley Cup playoffs if I 
wasn't! But I'll take Cats over the Caps, as the Panthers win their first 
playoff series since "Fargo" was in theaters. 

Winner: Panthers eliminate Capitals 4-1 

Toronto Maple Leafs (M2) vs. Tampa Bay Lightning (M3) 

We didn't do our "series watchability rankings" this season, but if we had, 
this series would have won in a landslide. The playoff-cursed Maple 
Leafs, trying to ride an MVP season by Auston Matthews to their first 
postseason series win since 2004 and first Stanley Cup since 1967, 
against the back-to-back Stanley Cup champion Lightning, a playoff team 
that has more creative ways of taking opponents out than Villanelle? Yes, 
please. 

My heart says Tampa Bay here. Not just because of the Maple Leafs' 
inexplicable bad playoff fortunes and the "demons" that haunt them, as 
assistant coach Paul MacLean put it. But because of Steven Stamkos 
and Victor Hedman and Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point and Ryan 
McDonagh and Andrei Vasilevskiy and coach Jon Cooper and Mikhail 
Sergachev and ... 

(takes breath) 

... Alex Killorn and Anthony Cirelli and Pat Maroon and Ondrej Palat and 
now Corey Perry and what exactly is a Ross Colton again? They're the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. They'll find a way to prolong the Leafs' misery, 
right? 

My head says the Leafs. They're third in expected goals and fifth in 
expected goals against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5, better in both 
categories than the Lightning. They've found magic in Matthews, Mitchell 
Marner and Michael Bunting, who generate 6.75 goals per 60 minutes at 
5-on-5, the best production in the NHL. 

In the past two seasons, the Lightning would have deployed the Yanni 
Gourde line and Hedman against Matthews and called it a series. They're 
going to miss Gourde's forward unit (with Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow) here. Plus, Vasilevskiy has looked human a bit too many times 
in a season that saw his numbers dip. 

My heart still says the Lightning. My head says the Leafs. As is tradition 
with Toronto, neither outcome would surprise me. 

Winner: Maple Leafs eliminate Lightning 4-2 

EAST SECOND ROUND 

Pittsburgh Penguins (M3) vs. Boston Bruins (WC1) 

In a series only Wiz Khalifa could love, I like the Bruins to keep their 
championship window propped open for one round longer than the 
Penguins can. Their defense should frustrate the Penguins attack at 5-
on-5. Theoretically, they'll also have found a hot goalie hand between 
Ullmark and Swayman, too. The Bruins haven't faced the Penguins in the 
playoffs since 2013, when they swept them in the Eastern Conference 
finals. This one will be closer. 

Winner: Bruins eliminate Penguins 4-2 

Florida Panthers (A1) vs. Toronto Maple Leafs (A2) 

What would the Vegas sportsbooks set as the over/under for Game 1 of 
this series? Like, 14 goals? 

This would be an outstanding series, and not just for the "Joe Thornton, 
former Leaf" subplot. The top two goal-scoring teams in the NHL putting 
on a show, which naturally means every game will end up 2-1, because 
it's the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

By now, the majority of Toronto will be deep into championship-parade 
planning after getting past the first round. As the universe must be 
balanced between Maple Leafs fans' joy and pain, they'll lose to Florida 
in seven games, marking the fifth straight postseason in which Toronto 
chose "go home" in a "win or go home" series finale. 

Winner: Panthers eliminate Leafs 4-3 

EASTERN CONFERENCE FINALS 

Florida Panthers (A1) vs. Boston Bruins (WC1) 

Just your classic styles clash between the best offensive team of the last 
26 years and a Bruins team that still knows how to play to its defensive 
identity. While seeing Brad Marchand find new and exciting ways to 
agitate Jonathan Huberdeau and Aleksander Barkov would be fun, the 
Panthers just have too much depth for the Bruins to handle. 

If Florida makes it this far, then the NHL postseason is as goals-friendly 
as the regular season was, and that plays to the Cats' strengths. 

Winner: Panthers eliminate Bruins 4-1 

WEST FIRST ROUND 

Colorado Avalanche (C1) vs. Nashville Predators (WC2) 

The Predators' embarrassing collapse in the Arizona Coyotes' final game 
in Glendale on Friday night dropped them to the final wild-card spot and 
a first-round date with the Avalanche. As the great philosopher Darryl 
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Sutter once said: "If you are a wild-card team, I sure as hell don't want to 
play Colorado in the first round, because it's going to be a waste of eight 
days." 

The great "what if?" in this series is whether those days would have been 
wasted had Juuse Saros been healthy. The Predators goalie is 
reportedly out with a high ankle sprain, leaving the Nashville crease in 
the incapable hands of David Rittich and the untested hands of Connor 
Ingram. With due respect to Roman Josi, Saros was their MVP, starting 
67 games and owning 38 of the team's 45 wins this season -- including 
two in two games against Colorado. 

But he's not expected to play in this series. Meanwhile, Avalanche goalie 
Darcy Kuemper has been one of the best in the league in calendar 2022. 
This should mean a fairly easy path for the Avalanche to advance. 
Colorado is the superior 5-on-5 team, although the special teams battle is 
closer than expected. We'll give the Preds a win on home ice, but not 
much beyond that, unless you count Josi outscoring Norris Trophy rival 
Cale Makar in the series. 

Winner: Avalanche eliminate Predators 4-1 

Minnesota Wild (C2) vs. St. Louis Blues (C3) 

For all the recent debate I sparked about playoff expansion, let's not lose 
sight of the current format's glaring inefficiencies. The Wild (113) and the 
Blues (109) are the second- and fourth-best teams in the Western 
Conference respectively, yet they have to play each other in the first 
round of the playoffs. Under the old 1-through-8 conference format, the 
Wild would have hosted the Kings while the Blues would have hosted the 
Oilers. Instead, we have a series where one legit Stanley Cup contender 
is one and done, and that stinks. 

That contender, by the way, will be the St. Louis Blues. 

I've been high on the Blues all season. Their 3.77 goals-per-game 
average is the best in franchise history since the 1990-91 season, when 
Brett Hull scored 86 goals. These Blues didn't quite have anyone hit 
those heights, but their offensive depth was impressive. Robert Thomas 
(77 points) blossomed into one of the NHL's best playmaking centers, 
and his current line is a steamroller featuring offseason coup Pavel 
Buchnevich and Vladimir Tarasenko, who went from demanding a trade 
to leading the Blues with 82 points. 

Jordan Kyrou had a star-making campaign with 75 points, while old 
friends such as Ryan O'Reilly, David Perron, Brayden Schenn and Ivan 
Barbashev contributed to the offensive explosion. More scoring came 
from the blue line, courtesy of Justin Faulk and Torey Krug. 

Meanwhile in goal, Ville Husso has given the Blues everything that 
Jordan Binnington can no longer consistently give them, with a 25-7-6 
record and a .919 save percentage. 

Like I said, a great team! One deserving of home ice and a much easier 
opponent! Alas... 

As goal-happy as the Blues were this season, so were the Wild, who 
finished just 0.05 goals per game behind St. Louis for the best offensive 
season in their franchise's history. They see your Tarasenko and raise 
you a Kirill Kaprizov (108 points). Kevin Fiala (85 points), Mats Zuccarello 
(79 points), Ryan Hartman (34 goals) and rookie Matt Boldy (39 points in 
47 games) powered a team that had 11 players score at least 30 points. 
I'd put their top three lines against anyone's in the NHL -- even if a late-
season injury to Marcus Foligno hurts the GREEF line with him, Joel 
Eriksson Ek and Jordan Greenway. 

But the story here is defense for Minnesota. Under head coach Dean 
Evason, the Wild have been the second-best team in expected goals 
against per 60 minutes at 5-on-5 over the past two seasons. They're the 
second-best team this season in limiting high-danger shot attempts 
against their goaltending. They are an elite defensive team. 

The difference this postseason for Minnesota is, of course, that 
goaltending. In the past, they'd use their two-way forwards and 
tremendously deep blue line -- an advantage over St. Louis, which is no 

slouch on the back end either -- to play stellar defense that was 
undermined by porous goaltending. So they went out and traded for 
Marc-Andre Fleury, who has gone 9-2-0 for them while Cam Talbot has 
the second-best save percentage in the NHL (.929) since March 19 (min. 
10 games). 

I like the Wild here to advance and get revenge for St. Louis ruining their 
Winter Classic party. Although I would have liked it better if these teams 
didn't have to meet in the first round at all. 

Winner: Wild eliminate Blues 4-2 

Calgary Flames (P1) vs. Dallas Stars (WC1) 

Kudos to the Stars for making the postseason cut in the Western 
Conference. They won a de facto playoff game against the Vegas 
Golden Knights last week to earn the chance. Pity I don't see them 
winning another. 

Dallas is a one-line team. It's a really, really good line: Jason Robertson, 
Joe Pavelski and Roope Hintz have an expected goals percentage north 
of 60% at 5-on-5. Robertson put together a stealth MVP season; and 
while I think this is going to end up being a cameo appearance for Dallas 
in the playoffs, getting him in the playoff spotlight is a great thing for the 
NHL. 

But beating the Flames is a lot like hitting a supermarket checkout on a 
weekend morning: If you don't have more than one line option, your day 
is going to be ruined. Calgary can throw Elias Lindholm, Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk at the Robertson line. They can send 
out any winger with Andrew Mangiapane and Mikael Backlund -- we 
prefer Blake Coleman with that duo. And they'll know that these lines can 
take care of the Stars' stars defensively while also being an offensive 
threat. That's such an advantage here. 

In goal, Jake Oettinger has been outstanding for the Stars; frankly, I think 
he can take credit for this playoff berth with his play in the last two weeks. 
But with nine shutouts this season, Jacob Markstrom has been a Vezina 
Trophy-finalist goalie -- even if Dallas got to him this season. 

The only thing that gives me pause here: That Dallas has played playoff-
level games for the last two weeks while the Flames have been in cruise 
control of the division's top spot. Is that conservation of energy or the 
foundation for a first-round stunner? Because we've seen the latter play 
out before. 

I'll say the former, emphatically. 

Winner: Flames sweep Stars 4-0 

Edmonton Oilers (P2) vs. Los Angeles Kings (P3) 

Second to Juuse Saros being injured for the Predators in the "what if?" 
department is Drew Doughty being out with an injured wrist for the Kings. 
What if he were around to deploy against Connor McDavid or Leon 
Draisaitl? Is this a different series? 

The Kings aren't going to be an easy out. They've had strong underlying 
numbers all season. Their veterans have been their best players -- they 
might not have Doughty, but they have Anze Kopitar and Phillip Danault 
to send out against the Oilers' top players. The one thing that really 
scares me here if I'm Edmonton? That the Jonathan Quick Revival Tour 
extends into the postseason, and a 36-year-old goalie with 24 goals 
saved above average this season has one more moment of playoff 
mastery. 

But that 40-year-old goalie across the way hasn't been bad lately, either. 
It's not exactly a state secret that the Oilers have a thin roster carried by 
two megastars and however much goaltending they can squeeze out of 
Mike Smith and Mikko Koskinen. Smith is feeling it right now: He has 
backstopped nine straight wins, giving up more than two goals just twice 
in that span. I think he carries that for one round of the playoffs, and lets 
Connor and Leon do the rest. 
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The Kings will make it interesting. I rather like the way they did all the 
retirement pomp and circumstance for Dustin Brown before the playoffs, 
like an extra carrot for the boys. Perhaps this goes seven instead of six. 
But unless Quick pops off, L.A. won't go beyond the first round. 

Winner: Oilers eliminate Kings 4-2 

WEST SECOND ROUND 

Colorado Avalanche (C1) vs. Minnesota Wild (C2) 

I believe there are four teams that have a legitimate chance of eliminating 
the Avalanche. The problem for Colorado is that three of them are in the 
Western Conference, and two of them are bracketed to potentially face 
them in the conference semifinal. 

Minnesota has the defensive acumen and offensive weaponry to hang 
with the Avs at even strength. If this series is decided on special teams, it 
could tip to Colorado. So the Wild have to ensure it doesn't. 

But mostly, if they're going to beat the Avalanche, the Wild have to do 
two things: Punch them in the mouth -- metaphorically, of course -- and 
win once in Denver while taking all of their games in Minnesota. The 
Avalanche's three most recent playoff eliminations came against physical 
teams that were able to grind for goals in the offensive zone. Winning 
those kinds of battles is what the Wild do well. As for home ice, 
Minnesota plays its best hockey there. It will need to take all three games 
to defeat a team this good. 

I think either the Blues or Wild have a shot to take out the Avalanche. 
Having dispatched the Blues, I think Minnesota's defense and a strong 
Marc-Andre Fleury performance will be the latest catalysts for a surly 
Nathan MacKinnon postgame news conference. 

Winner: Wild eliminate Avalanche 4-2 

Calgary Flames (P1) vs. Edmonton Oilers (P2) 

We may not get the Battle of Florida in the East this postseason, but 
we're getting that slobber-knocker known as the Battle of Alberta in the 
West. The last time the Flames and Oilers met in the postseason was in 
the Smythe Division semifinals in 1991. So it's been a while. 

Will it be worth the wait? I think so. Again, the depth advantage the 
Flames have in being about to send out players like Lindholm, Backlund, 
Tkachuk, Coleman and Mangiapane on separate lines to defend against 
McDavid and Draisaitl is such an advantage. And there's always a 
chance that Mike Smith turns into a pumpkin by the second round. But 
Edmonton has been so good under interim coach Jay Woodcroft that it's 
hard to imagine this won't be a fight to the finish. 

But in the end, Calgary will finish off their provincial rivals and advance to 
the conference finals. 

Winner: Flames eliminate Oilers 4-3 

WESTERN CONFERENCE FINALS 

Minnesota Wild (C2) vs. Calgary Flames (P1) 

This series will not be for the faint of heart. Two tremendous defensive 
teams at 5-on-5 that protect their goalies from high-danger shot attempts. 
Two teams with talented offensive forwards that can also play defense 
and mix it up physically. Two absolutely incredible arena atmospheres. 

I'll take Minnesota here for their depth on the blue line, and in the hopes 
that after the Blues and Avalanche they're just locked into an unbeatable 
groove and advance to their first Stanley Cup Final. But Calgary is really 
good. 

Winner: Wild eliminate Flames 4-2 

STANLEY CUP FINAL 

Florida Panthers (A1) vs. Minnesota Wild (C2) 

Apologies to all the media covering the Stanley Cup Final. This won't be 
as bad as having to fly from South Florida to Alberta a few times, but it's 
close! 

What's fun about this Final is that we'll have a first-time Stanley Cup 
winner. The Panthers haven't played for one since the rat-tossing 1996 
run that ended with a loss to the Avalanche. The Wild have only made 
the conference finals once, in 2003. Crowning a new champion is extra 
special when it also means a city gets its first taste of the Cup as well. 

A Panthers win also means Joe Thornton and Claude Giroux get their 
first tastes as well, to end a season to remember for Florida. One that 
started with the stunning (and necessary) resignation of Joel 
Quenneville, and interim coach Andrew Brunette taking over. One that 
featured the best point-production season in franchise history from 
Jonathan Huberdeau (115). One that produced an offensive juggernaut 
that the NHL hasn't seen in over 25 years, which ultimately will be the 
difference here. 

Offense beats defense. The beach beats the lakes. The Panthers beat 
the Wild for the Stanley Cup. 

Winner: Panthers win the Stanley Cup 4-2 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs catering Game 1 lineup for ‘borderline violent’ 
series 

 

TORONTO – As part of his homework for the most important playoff 
matchup of his career, Sheldon Keefe rewatched the Tampa Bay 
Lightning’s eight-series win streak. The head coach of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs studied the ugly work that went into those glorious boat parades. 

Particularly the tone the champs set in 2021’s wild, nasty, and binge-
worthy first round versus the Florida Panthers. 

In Keefe’s estimation, the Playoff Lightning led the league post-whistle 
skirmishes and extracurricular nastiness. He’s preparing his Maple Leafs 
accordingly, starting Monday. 

“I expect it to be a very physical, borderline violent series in a lot of ways. 
And our guys will be ready for that,” said Keefe, following Sunday’s 
peppy 60-minute practice. 

And the coach trusts his Maple Leafs, known more for their wrist shots 
than their fist-pops, are up for the task. 

Maple Leafs players eager to end their playoff drought 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:01 

“We've done it. We've done it through the season. We expect it. We got a 
taste of it when we were down in Tampa,” Keefe said, referring to April’s 
114-penalty-minute blowout. 

“I've watched them play through their playoff runs, and I’ve rewatched it 
since. And they're going to be very physical. They're going to be very 
competitive.” 

Therefore, Keefe will dress his grittiest available lineup Monday, when a 
tone will be set. 

Here are Toronto’s projected playoff starters: 

Kerfoot-Matthews-Marner 

Mikheyev-Tavares-Kase 
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Nylander-Kampf-Engvall 

Clifford-Blackwell-Simmonds 

Rielly-Lyubushkin 

Muzzin-Brodie 

Giordano-Liljegren 

Campbell starts 

Källgren 

Scratches: Sandin, Holl, Spezza, Bunting 

Heavy hitters Ilya Lyubushkin, Wayne Simmonds and Kyle Clifford are all 
expected to skate, while Jason Spezza and Justin Holl remain eager 
reserves. 

Ondrej Kase (concussion) is officially a game-time decision, but his 
speed and aggression should be a boon on the wing of John Tavares’s 
second. He also took reps on the second power-play unit. 

“It’s just great to see him out there,” Game 1 starter Jack Campbell said. 
“I know the feeling of being away from the team. And coming back, you 
get that boost. 

“You could tell he was fired up, and he looked great out there.” 

    "I always say, 'Initiate, never retaliate.' " —Wayne Simmonds, life 
coach 

    — luke fox (@lukefoxjukebox) 

    January 19, 2021 

Rugged veterans Simmonds and Clifford both dropped gloves last time 
Toronto faced the Lightning. And while they have each spent stretches 
as healthy scratches this season, the respected leaders’ toughness and 
experience is being called on early. 

“Those guys were a big part of our identity in that way,” Keefe explained. 

“We need to have our guys that are gonna be physical and competitive 
just the same. The officials will have to decide how they want to call the 
game, but our expectation is, again, based on history, that it's going to be 
very physical. A lot of stuff’s gonna be let go. We have to find our way 
through that and initiate it ourselves.” 

Looking back at the Maple Leafs' playoff failures over the past 18 years 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 3:37 

Captain John Tavares agrees. 

“[Clifford and Simmonds] are huge parts of our team,” Tavares said. 
“They may not be on the scoresheet every night, but the elements they 
bring are very important — and certainly at this time of year.” 

Injured top-line left wing Michael Bunting (undisclosed) only participated 
for about 25 minutes before leaving the ice Sunday. He is doubtful for 
Game 1 but is expected to appear later in the series. 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner have been happy to welcome utility 
man Alexander Kerfoot on their line in the meantime. 

“Bunts is obviously a bit more fiery, but Footer sees the ice extremely 
well. He moves the puck. His IQ really jumps out,” Matthews said. 

“There’s a little adjustment with each guy you play with, but we’ve played 
enough with each other that the chemistry is there.” 

One-Timers: Rasmus Sandin is close to returning from his knee injury but 
has not seen enough practice action to be a lineup option at this point…. 
Late NCAA signing Nick Abruzzese hit the ice but was not a full 

participant in team practice. He’s expected to be part of the Leafs’ black 
aces, along with some of the Marlies, who were eliminated from AHL 
playoff contention Saturday…. The Lightning recalled veteran centre (and 
brief Leaf) Riley Nash.... The Lightning are healthy, including Brayden 
Point, who sat out Friday, per coach Jon Cooper. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What to expect from Round 1 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

At long last we know the pairings in Round 1 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, 
and let me tell you, I am fired up. Sportsnet has put together thorough 
previews for those looking to go in depth on any individual series (linked 
below), but for our purposes today, it will be a quick overview of the 
who/what/where/when/why, followed by 100 per cent opinion, baby. 

I do have an 8-0 first round prediction year under my belt, but hockey 
playoffs can be brutally hard to predict. It’s tough to even make out 
favourites/underdogs in series this year. I’m setting the over/under at 5.5 
correct predictions, and aiming to hit that over. 

Why: Because catching Colorado was never an option and they’re both 
miles better than the Wild Card teams. 

These two teams make for a crazy matchup because they’ve got a lot in 
common. For one, they were both built with playoffs in mind. Bill Guerin 
has said the Wild are meant to be able to hang in any style game, and 
can “beat you in an alley” if need be. The Doug Armstrong-built Blues are 
no different, so, congrats guys, everyone wins an alley-fight. 

The common surprise though? These two Central Division forces don’t 
just slug it out, they score too. The Wild were fifth in NHL scoring this 
year, the Blues third. 

How I see it: the Blues are more likely to win the series (excellent special 
teams), but if one of these teams is going to win the Stanley Cup, it’s 
more likely to be the Wild. That’s because Marc-Andre Fleury can do 
what Carey Price did for the Canadiens last season and get hot at the 
right time, and steal games and series. I know Binnington did it once, I 
know Ville Husso is their guy right now, but I still think Fleury's ceiling is 
the highest of the four available goalies. 

I mentioned thinking the Blues being more likely to win the series; part of 
that is because I see the crease as a bit of a wash barring the en fuego 
version of Fleury. And since you can’t bet on any goalie being good ever, 
that damn unpredictable position, I’m going with…. 

St. Louis in 7 

Why: Because the Hurricanes won six straight to end the year and 
couldn’t be caught, while the Capitals dropped three-straight to end the 
year while Pittsburgh held on. 

I said “I can’t believe they’re this good already” about the Rangers only 
because it wasn’t so long ago this team legitimately stunk, and the 
turnaround happened in short order. But I also mentioned it because for 
the first half of the year, I thought it was smoke and mirrors – the 
underlying numbers suggested as much, and it just seemed they got 
outplayed a lot but their Vezina-winning (soon) goaltender bailed them 
out. 

But after the deadline, boy, they looked like a different team, and good 
news for them, they get to keep the great goalie. (The case “They 
wouldn’t be good if it weren’t for their goalie” remains a weird argument, 
given the goalie is in fact a player on the team.). Their schedule’s been 
softer, but boy, have they ever won a lot. 

The Penguins remain the “not going to bet against them while Crosby 
and Malkin exist” team, and while they’ve not been the best version of 
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themselves lately, they’ve got an edge in the experience of those best 
players. 

I think the Rangers are the higher seed for a reason; it’s easy to see why 
they’ve done well this season. But the games are going to tighten up, and 
the Penguins still have the guys I expect to come through in the big 
moments, elite goaltending or not for the Rangers. I’m gonna keep 
betting on the greats until given plenty of reason to do otherwise. 

Pittsburgh in 7 

There was a lot of talk heading into Game 82 for Tampa Bay and Boston, 
on who they would rather face, Toronto or Carolina. Boston rested just 
about all of its roster, which led to some people saying “they must want 
Carolina.” 

Have you seen Carolina? I don’t think they wanted Carolina, I think they 
just wanted to be at their rested best for whoever it may be. 

The Canes are a loaded team but are being overlooked for one reason: 
questions about their goaltending. It’s at this point I’d like to point out that 
their tandem won the Jennings Trophy for the best goals-against average 
in the NHL. 

So at that position, it comes down to injuries. Can one of 
Andersen/Raanta be healthy enough to play at their best? If so, you have 
to like the Canes' odds. 

The Bruins are the Bruins as long as Marchand/Bergeron/Pastrnak exist, 
and they still exist. Charlie MacAvoy has been great this season, and 
they have a good goaltending duo themselves, if unproven. 

I like the Canes' D corps and team defence better than Boston’s in the 
end though, and it’s still playoff hockey. If the Bruins struggle to score like 
I suspect they might, I’m not betting on that “good goaltending duo” of 
Linus Ullmark and Jeremy Swayman to carry them through, as they’re 
just too unproven. 

Carolina in 7 

Who: The Presidents' Trophy winners and another NHL team 

What: A true test of hockey’s randomness, in that there’s a clearly 
superior team in this series, but the puck bounces funny and injuries 
happen and the sport can be unfair. 

Where: Again, Presidents' Trophy, so, Florida (also SN360) 

When: They start Tuesday at 7:30 

Why: It’s not often winning the regular season gets you a 100-point-
earning opponent in Round 1, but the Cats get the Caps because the 
bottom half of the East was an abomination this year, so the top half piled 
up points. 

I know it’s crazy to be dismissive of a team that won the Stanely Cup a 
few years ago, against a team that hasn’t won a playoff series going back 
to 1996. But the Caps superstar, Alex Ovechkin, is at best going to be 
playing through some nagging pain in Round 1. Their goaltending is a 
red flag, and they’ve struggled to win hockey games lately. 

The Panthers' ability to score goals is the best of any team in recent 
memory, and they’ve got the ability to grind on teams physically too. Sure 
their goaltending is a question mark, but provided they can get 
comparable saves to what they got in the regular season, this one is all 
Cats. 

Florida in 5 

Who: The two-time defending Cup champions who won five of their last 
six by scoring just under six goals per game in those contests and … 
**double checks notes** the series (betting) favourite, the Leafs? 

For years, the gamble of the Kyle Dubas-era Leafs was that at some 
point, speed and skill and smarts would triumph over the more brutish 
aspects of the game, physical hockey and intimidation and good old 
fashioned net-front puck battles. That bet, well, has not paid out to date. 

As a result, the Leafs have added more of those physical elements to 
their game to complement their speed and skill, but will that combination 
be enough? 

The Lightning have been the perfect mix of those styles for years, which 
leaves them with very few questions about their group. They can get it 
done, period. If there are any, they might be: Are they worn down after 
back-to-back Cups in under two years and a congested regular season? 
Have the Leafs' stars found a new gear, and in turn, can Tampa find a 
way to slow them down like their previous first-round opponents? Is their 
depth good enough if they take on an injury or two? 

My gut is that if these two teams played a healthy best-of-99 game series 
it might end 50-49, so I’m gonna lean on tentpole beliefs for the 
prediction: the best players in NHL history almost always breakthrough in 
the post-season, at some point. Sometimes it takes time like with 
Ovechkin, but it gets there. We’re waiting on Nathan MacKinnon and 
Connor McDavid too, but I believe it’s coming. Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner are just too good at hockey not to do the same. The Leafs 
have advantages in the underlying numbers and the special teams and 
they’ve got home ice advantage, so please allow me to present myself 
for my public whipping… 

Toronto in 7 

Where: Denver, CO (and Sportsnet East) 

When: Tuesday at 9:30, then alternating from there 

Why: Because, inexplicably, the Preds blew a 4-0 lead in Game 82 
against the ARIZONA COYOTES to end up with the Avalanche instead 
of the Flames 

The only real soft spot in the Avalanche lineup might be around their third 
line that’s only just OK and not all that physical, which I only bring up 
because everywhere else they’re an absolute menacing force of a team. 
Their D can score and skate and added some muscle, their forwards are 
tenacious and talented, and they were just points off winning the 
Presidents' Trophy. They now bear the weight of expectations, but 
they’ve got the squad that should be able to handle that. 

The Predators – who had a surprisingly good season – are left to do what 
all less talented teams do in the playoffs: aim to make it hell for the more 
skilled side, and see just how bad they want it. The Preds were about as 
physical a team as any in the league this year; we’ll learn if the Avs have 
the interest in hanging with them in that style of game. 

I think Nathan MacKinnon would eat glass to win a Stanley Cup, and he 
represents the culture of that team to me. Expectations are high for the 
Avs, and if Jusse Saros is injured and doesn’t play every game (or does 
and isn’t the best version of himself), this could be a short series. But I 
think the Preds won’t make it easy, so… 

Colorado in 6 

Who: A team that’s “built for the playoffs” with Cup aspirations, and the 
Stars, who would like to get three extra games of home ticket revenue, 
ideally 

What: Another chance for the Stars to prove to the world that the playoffs 
really are a whole new season, while the Flames aim to point out “yeah 
not really” 

Where: In the Saddledome, and Sportsnet/CBC 

When: Tuesday at 10 

Why: Nashville blew it in Game 82, which likely didn’t effect Dallas’s 
season length much, just the length of their flights 

OK that was all very dismissive of the Stars, who have one of the best 
lines in hockey in Jason Robertson, Joe Pavelski, and Roope Hintz. 
They’re actually a really well-built team, if only the players that you tend 
to think of as the “stars” for the Stars – Tyler Seguin, Jamie Benn and 
Alexander Radulov – played like they were paid. But alas, at this point in 
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their careers, they do not. Jake Oettenger has been good in goal for 
them, but obviously does not inspire confidence given his inexperience. 

There’s lots to like in Dallas, but I can justify the tone here by explaining 
that it’s much more about Calgary than anything else. It’s hard to find a 
weak spot in their lineup. Maybe Johnny Gaudreau will struggle in the 
playoffs again, but there’s still more than enough to pick up the Flames 
there even if he does falter. 

They can defend and score and get saves, and I don’t see this one as 
particularly close. Beating anyone in the NHL four times straight is hard 
though, and the Stars won 46 games this year so… 

Calgary in 5 

Who: A team with two of earth’s best hockey players versus the most 
successful “rebuild” attempt in the NHL in forever 

What: It’s the NHL’s 12th and 14th ranked teams by standings points, but 
a weaker Pacific Division earned both groups a running start to get 
deeper into the post-season 

Where: Edmonton, one of three playoff series that’s kicking off in 
Canada, which is kinda cool for those of us up north, (and 
Sportsnet/CBC) 

When: Monday at 10PM 

Why: The clock ran out before anyone (namely Vegas) could catch the 
Kings, and the Oilers took care of business down the stretch. 

My belief that “the best players eventually find a way through” applies 
here with Draisaitl and McDavid. But I also think that Mike Smith is one of 
those guys who can burn you, but can also get red hot, which in the 
playoffs isn’t such a bad thing for a team that’s outside of the favourites. I 
could see a great run from him doing big things for the Oilers. 

The Kings feel like a team who can rest on this season being a success – 
they got into the playoffs after recently bottoming out, and they can build 
on that. The Oilers, at this point, are after more than that, and I think this 
will all be reflected in the outcome. And so, 

Edmonton in 5 
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Sportsnet.ca / Jets have to determine Mark Scheifele's future ahead of 
critical off-season 

 

WINNIPEG — The intensity of the organizational audit is about to ramp 
up exponentially, but the individual conducting the internal investigation is 
going nowhere. 

Although there has yet to be a formal announcement, Winnipeg Jets 
general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff has been given a three-year 
contract extension to continue to run the hockey team. 

Thanks to a 4-3 win over the Seattle Kraken on Sunday afternoon, the 
Jets have officially entered what could be the most important off-season 
in franchise history. 

With a record of 39-32-11, the Jets finished in sixth place in the Central 
Division, missing the playoffs eight points behind the Nashville Predators 
for the second and final wild-card berth in the Western Conference. 

Cheveldayoff is the only GM the Jets have known since the franchise 
relocated to Winnipeg in 2011 and he’s got some important decisions to 
make as it pertains to the direction of the hockey club and its roster 
composition. 

'I just have to understand where this team is going' Scheifele mulls future 
with Jets 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:37 

Near the top of that list of priorities is determining the future of centre 
Mark Scheifele. 

Scheifele missed the final nine games of the season with a shoulder 
injury but he finished second in team scoring with 29 goals and 70 points 
- marking the sixth consecutive campaign that he’s been a point-per-
game player. 

But with only two years left on his current contract (which carries an 
average annual value of $6.125 million) and some concerns being raised 
about his level of defensive play, it’s possible that the Jets will be 
entertaining trade offers for Scheifele, who will have no shortage of 
suitors if he ends up being available. 

Scheifele spoke to reporters for the first time since suffering the injury 
after taking a hit from Ottawa Senators forward Parker Kelly on April 10 
and he sounded like a guy who was unclear about whether or not he will 
be sticking around. 

“I'd love to be in Winnipeg, but I also have to see where this is all going 
and what direction this team is going in and I guess we'll see this 
summer,” said Scheifele. “I’m in the prime of my career. I still have so 
much to improve on too and I like where my game is at. I like the physical 
nature that my body is at. I’m only improving, I’m only getting better and 
I’m only going to be a better player next year than I was this year. 

“I just have to know where this team is going and what the direction is 
and what the changes are going to be, if any. I have to think about my 
career and what’s going to be best for me. Those are going to be…talks 
with my agents and everyone in my family and stuff like that and figure 
out what I really want. So, it will be a tough talk tomorrow.” 

Why it's important Jets recognize they've underachieved this season 

The timing of the injury meant Scheifele had already taken some time for 
careful reflection and he shared some of those thoughts about the need 
to turn the page. 

“It’s one of those years you look back on and some of it’s a blur and 
some of it’s really clear. It’s definitely a year I’ll try to forget a little bit,” 
said Scheifele. “It was a tough one, from a lot of things, COVID, injuries, 
coach leaving, a new coach coming in, all that stuff. Olympics, yeah, I’d 
forgotten about that already. It’s one of those years where it sucked, it 
was a crappy ending. But like I said before you can’t dwell on it too long, 
you have to reflect and think about the good and the bad and the ugly 
and come back better next year.” 

Pending restricted free agent centre Pierre-Luc Dubois needs a new 
contract and is a guy the Jets would like to build around. Getting him 
signed to a long-year pact is a critical piece to helping to re-open and 
eventually widen the window of contention. 

The Jets must also make a decision on the fate of interim head coach 
Dave Lowry and the coaching staff. 

Lowry guided the Jets to a record of 26-22-6 since taking over from Paul 
Maurice, who announced his resignation on Dec. 17. 

Lowry isn’t sure what the future is going to bring and it’s possible that he 
won’t necessarily find out quickly whether or not he’s going to be back in 
the fold or looking for a new job. 

“My whole thing is I’m not going to worry about what I’m doing,” said 
Lowry. “I want to get through what we’ve done as a group. I think it’s a 
good opportunity for me to sit down with players and really find out what 
worked, what didn’t work, where can we get better. Not only where can 
the players improve, but where can I get better. Where can our staff get 
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better? That is something organizationally, top to bottom, you’re going to 
try to find areas to make improvements.” 

The timing of the news on Lowry’s future might depend on the pool of 
candidates, which could increase depending on an early exit in another 
market. 

The air of uncertainty comes with the territory. 

“That’s life. This is the business we’re in,” said Lowry. “It’s no different 
than players on expiring contracts, right? They’re going to be looking for 
a position, they’re going to be looking for jobs next year if it doesn’t work 
out. The biggest thing is I’m not going to guess the future. 

“I’m going to reflect on what we did. We’re going to sit down with our staff 
and we’re going to look at areas that we’re going to have to get better at. 
We’re going to look at things that worked, things that didn’t work. Come 
back and be better for it. I believe the adversity that we faced throughout 
the year is going to make myself a better coach.” 

Lowry didn’t think having an interim label attached to his situation 
presented any challenges.  

“To be perfectly honest, I didn’t really pay any attention to that,” said 
Lowry. “When I found out it was a shock. I was as shocked as you were 
the next day when you came to the rink. We had a talk amongst the staff 
that we're going to do what we needed to do to try and find ways to win 
hockey games. Whether it be an interim tag or a full-time tag, that wasn’t 
going to change our approach.” 

Cheveldayoff will conduct exit interviews with Jets players on Monday 
and is also scheduled to speak with reporters at noon CT. 

Whether or not Cheveldayoff is ready to decide or discuss the future of 
Lowry remains to be seen, but a thorough search for the position is 
expected to take place. 

Since the Jets have been eliminated from playoff contention, there has 
been a steady stream of players who have expressed disappointment 
about how things ended up for a group that was expected to move from 
bubble team back into contender status but ended up falling short of 
those lofty expectations. 

“It’s an underachievement in my view and I think most guys in the room 
share the same opinion,” said Jets defenceman Josh Morrissey. 
“Everyone is not happy with where we’re at. I do think our team, the team 
in that locker room, we have a playoff-calibre team, we have a team that 
can win. 

“But I think if we just say, ah, it’s a one-off, we’ll come back next year and 
be the team that we think we should be, it’s not going to happen. We’re 
mad about the way that it’s gone and the only guys that can right the ship 
are the players. But it’s going to take hard work and obviously a big 
offseason to be able to do that and not just complacency thinking it’ll just 
happen.” 

The last word today belongs to Jets captain Blake Wheeler, who didn’t 
hold back when asked about where the organization currently stands 
going into this offseason. 

“It’s just disappointing. I don’t think there is anyone that can be very 
proud of their performance this year,” said Wheeler. “Collectively, as a 
group, we weren’t able to figure it out. I said all year, and I still believe 
this, there is a good hockey team in there. The onus is on us as players. 
At the end of the day it’s our responsibility to continue to trend in the 
direction we’ve been trending. We took a step back this year. 

“We can no longer call ourselves contenders. I think we are one of those 
teams that is a fringe playoff team now. It’s up to everyone involved to 
look in the mirror and say, ‘Why? Why did we get to where we’re at?’ 
First and foremost, it’s our responsibility as players to bring that type, that 
quality of play to the ice that we have a chance to contend and compete 
for a championship. That’s why I’m here and that’s why Paul (Stastny) re-
signed here. There’s nothing else to it.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / What we can learn about Cup-winning offence from 
champs of NHL's current era 

 

Sonny Sachdeva  

 

The wild-card races have been settled. Home ice has been decided. And 
from here on out, every second of every game could be the difference 
between a championship run rolling on or an early summer quietly 
approaching. 

The 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs have arrived, and given the way this 
season’s gone, we’re staring down a wild one. 

We have an image in our heads of what exactly playoff hockey looks like. 
The freewheelers, the high-flyers, they get stuck in the mud. Time and 
space evaporate, and sheer determination reigns supreme. So, how 
does that reconcile with a year that’s seen scoring around the league 
skyrocket? We have hundred-point scorers by the handful, we’re seeing 
more goals scored per game than any year since the mid-‘90s, the days 
of Nos. 66 and 99. 

But we’re told different stories about how that’ll translate when the ice 
turns to mud, when we get that playoff grind back. Some look at a team 
like Florida and can’t see how anyone could stop one of the most 
dominant offences in recent memory. Others see that list of century-
scorers and wave it off, sure that their impact will be nullified amid the 
relentlessness of playoff hockey. 

So, which is it? And what about the other questions we often retrace 
about playoff scoring — can a team that seems to lean on one dominant 
top line win? Do playoff squads need to surround electric scorers with 
muscle and truculence, or is stacking up as many scoring lines as 
possible the way to go? And how much of a swing will come from the 
presence of the blue-liners we're seeing this year, who collect points like 
all-star forwards? 

We won’t get those answers until late June, when 2022’s champ is finally 
crowned. But we can get some insight by looking back. 

To try and understand what wins in today’s NHL, we took a closer look at 
the past half-decade of champions, the past bunch of squads who’ve 
charted paths to the Stanley Cup in the game as it looks right now — or 
at least a version not too far removed. The key question: what exactly did 
the offensive make-up of each of these championship squads look like? 

To get a sense of an answer, we looked at how each team’s goal-scoring 
was distributed throughout its forward corps over the course of the 
championship run — specifically, how the even-strength goal-scoring 
was spread among the forwards, how goal-scoring in all situations was 
spread among that group, and what the total production looked like for 
each forward on the team, factoring in not just finishing skill but who was 
driving offence with their playmaking ability, too. We looked to the overall 
production from the blue line too, and how much it contributed to the 
team’s overall offensive output. 

Let’s dive in. 

First up, the defending champs, the 2021 Tampa Bay Lightning. It should 
surprise no one who watched last year’s post-season to hear this 
iteration of the Lightning was one of the most offensively dominant 
groups in recent memory. Of the six championship squads broken down 
here, these Bolts were far and away the tops offensively, leading this 
group both in terms of their goals-per-game pace over their playoff run 
(3.80) and their goal differential over the run (+30). 
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The Lineup: Here’s a look at how the lines generally shook out over the 
2021 Bolts run, with a few notes — Tyler Johnson and Ross Colton were 
moved up and down the lineup, with Johnson also logging time on the 
second line, and Colton spending some time on the second and third 
lines as well. 

Ondrej Palat — Brayden Point — Nikita Kucherov 

Alex Killorn — Anthony Cirelli — Steven Stamkos 

Blake Coleman — Yanni Gourde — Barclay Goodrow 

Pat Maroon — Ross Colton — Tyler Johnson 

At even-strength, the 2021 Lightning notched 51 goals. Here’s how they 
were distributed throughout that forward corps (the number beside each 
forward’s name indicates their even-strength goal total over the team’s 
entire Cup run, while the percentage to the far right indicates that trio’s 
contribution to the team’s total even-strength goal count): 

A quick caveat: As we move through each of these championship 
lineups, we cross a few different situations: some teams stayed 
consistent with their line formations, rolling out the same four lines nearly 
every game. Some went the above route, moving a couple pieces 
through different spots at different points. And some were far more 
chaotic, throwing their lines in the blender and swapping players in and 
out based on injury. Taking that into account, the lines listed for each 
champion are a combination of trios that logged the most minutes and, 
particularly for some of the bottom-six groups, formations that were used 
in key moments, like Cup Final games. 

That being the case, when we’re looking at how each trio contributed to 
the team’s overall offensive output, we’re viewing the trios as 
representations of the different tiers of forwards on the team — the 
percentage reflects the contributions of those three players collectively, 
not only their contributions specifically as a line together. And their place 
in the lineup reflects where they slot in overall on the team’s depth chart. 

Back to the Bolts: a quick glance makes pretty clear why this team was 
so hard for opponents to manage. While the top line led the way at even-
strength, particularly Brayden Point, the rest of the goals were distributed 
fairly evenly throughout the squad. From first line to fourth, there was a 
difference of only a goal or two in how each forward contributed to the 
overall pot of even-strength scoring. 

Factoring in the Lightning’s power play — which accounted for 29 per 
cent of the team’s total offensive output during their run — plus the pair 
of shorthanded goals they put up, and here’s how goal-scoring was 
spread throughout the lineup overall (the numbers beside each forward’s 
name below indicate their total goals during the team’s run, while the 
percentage on the right indicates each trio’s contribution to the team’s 
eventual total goal count): 

Of course, this skews things more in the direction of the top line, with 
Point and Kucherov eating up on the man-advantage. But it shows how 
effective the rest of the top six was too, with Steven Stamkos and Alex 
Killorn feasting as well. 

Zoom out and take into account who was coupling that sniping with 
playmaking ability, and you get the spread below — a look at the total 
point production for each of the above forwards by the end of the run. 
Dominance by Kucherov, and key performances from Stamkos, Point 
and Killorn too, while in the bottom six the overall production is fairly level 
throughout the group. 

Adding in Tampa Bay’s blue-line corps, we can fill out the rest of the 
offensive picture. Below are the point totals of the Bolts defenders by the 
end of the run — Victor Hedman, in particular, was a key contributor 
offensively, finishing with as many points as some of the squad’s top-six 
forwards. Overall, though, this iteration of the Lightning got the vast 
majority of their offence from the forwards — roughly 95 per cent of their 
even-strength goals came from the forwards, a higher percentage than 
any of the other teams below. 

Boil it all down, and the 2021 Lightning were essentially a deep offensive 
group that spread the scoring fairly well throughout the lineup, but 
clinched silver by adding in some bonus dominance from their very best 
offensive weapons in the top six. At even-strength, all four lines 
contributed at least 20 per cent of the team’s goal sum, while the more 
elite talents put in more elite performances. Given the majority of the 
teams below didn’t shake out quite so neatly, that seems a sign of a well-
constructed group. 

The performance of these Bolts is also why we didn’t put too much stock 
in regular-season numbers heading into the playoffs, but rather focused 
on post-season scoring itself, on who performed when it mattered most. 
All the regular season should tell us is the likelihood of a team’s greatest 
talents showing up and putting up numbers in the key moments. We’ve 
seen plenty of regular-season all-stars fall short in the post-season. And 
on the other end, in the case of these 2021 Bolts — who didn’t have a 
single player in the top 30 scorers or top 20 goal-scorers during the 
regular season — all that went out the window when the stakes were 
highest, particularly because of the timely return of Kucherov, who led 
the way. 

Tampa Bay rolled into the playoffs with the eighth-best offence in the 
league, and a 3.21 goals-per-game pace (much lower than their playoff 
scoring pace), got Kucherov back, ratcheted up their scoring even higher, 
got even-keeled goaltending (their +35 regular-season goal differential 
was about the same as their playoff differential) and kept rolling all the 
way to their second straight Cup. 

The 2020 Lightning were an entirely different story. 

They scored far less — their 3.08 goals-per-game pace and +20 goal 
differential over the course of their run to the Cup were far lower than the 
2021 iteration of the team, and middle of the pack among the teams 
below — and they got far more help from the blue line. 

The Lineup: Here’s what this version of the group looked like, with the 
caveat that Anthony Cirelli also spent time on the top line, and Carter 
Verhaeghe was mixed into the fourth-line picture for some time as well. 

Ondrej Palat — Brayden Point — Nikita Kucherov 

Blake Coleman — Yanni Gourde — Barclay Goodrow 

Alex Killorn — Anthony Cirelli — Tyler Johnson 

Pat Maroon — Mitchell Stephens — Cedric Paquette 

Here’s how the 2020 Bolts’ 60 even-strength goals were distributed 
throughout that forward group: 

Unlike the most recent version of the Lightning, the 2020 squad was 
immensely top-heavy. Point, Kucherov and Ondrej Palat did all the heavy 
lifting when it came to putting pucks in the net at even-strength, the trio 
accounting for a bigger share of their team’s even-strength goal-scoring 
(42 per cent) than any other line in this collection of championship teams. 
Past that, it was slim pickings throughout the lineup, with the bottom six 
contributing little in the way of goals (Verhaeghe, who’s not listed above, 
had zero to his name, too). 

Factor in the man-advantage, and it’s much of the same — here’s the 
2020 Lightning’s total goal counts by the end of their run, still led 
primarily by Point and Palat: 

Zoom out and compare the total offensive production for each of these 
forwards, and little changes — Kucherov again led the way for the group, 
followed by Point and Palat, and while Coleman, Killorn and Yanni 
Gourde made some noise too, the top line carried the squad through: 

While they got less from their bottom six in 2020, it’s clear these Bolts 
leaned far more on their back end offensively. Adding in the blue line’s 
point production, that’s clear — Hedman was key again, producing as 
much as a top-line forward, while Kevin Shattenkirk outscored half the 
forward corps as well: 
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As opposed to the 2021 group, which got nearly all their goal-scoring 
from their forwards, the 2020 Lightning got only around 78 per cent of 
their even-strength goals from their forwards, the rest coming from their 
blue line. Hedman put up seven even-strength tallies himself — as many 
as Kucherov, and more than anyone else on the team not named 
Brayden Point or Ondrej Palat. 

Again, the Lightning’s march to the Cup makes clear how little the 
regular-season numbers can mean, outside of a general indicator of 
talent and potential to show up in the big moments. The 2020 Bolts 
headed into the playoffs with the top offence in the league (their 3.47 
goals per game average and +49 goal differential were both way higher 
than what they came up with in the playoffs), plus they had two of the 
league’s top 20 goal-scorers and three of the top 30 point-getters. Of 
course, they were dealt a massive blow during the tail end of the regular 
season, losing Stamkos to injury (their second-highest scorer at the 
time), meaning a readjusting of their offensive approach. 

Without the captain to balance out the offence a bit more — as we saw in 
2021 — the 2020 Bolts became more top-heavy, leaned on the blue line 
for more offensive contributions, weathered the storm and managed to 
make it to the end of the line on the back of massive performances from 
their other marquee names. 

In the Blues we have the opposite approach of either of these Lightning 
teams. The 2019 champions from St. Louis were by far the least 
offensively-inclined group among this half-decade of champs — of these 
squads, the 2019 Blues had the lowest post-season goals-per-game 
average (2.88) and goal differential (just +5), both by a fair margin. 

The Lineup: Here are the lines they were working with most often (the 
usual caveat: Ryan O’Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko also spent some 
time together, sometimes alongside David Perron, sometimes alongside 
Brayden Schenn): 

Sammy Blais — Ryan O’Reilly — David Perron 

Jaden Schwartz — Brayden Schenn — Vladimir Tarasenko 

Pat Maroon — Tyler Bozak — Robert Thomas 

Alex Steen — Oskar Sundqvist — Ivan Barbashev 

Here’s how the 2019 Blues’ 62 even-strength goals were spread among 
that group. Unlike the Lightning squads, St. Louis really had no single 
breakout player leading the pack. Jaden Schwartz stands out with a few 
more than others in the top six, but past him, the goals were spread 
pretty evenly down the lineup: 

Zoom out to overall goal-scoring and the full impact of Tarasenko 
becomes clearer, his man-advantage sniping tipping the scales for the 
Blues’ second tier of forwards, with both bottom-six lines still contributing 
similarly offensively: 

Zoom out further to overall point production, and it’s O’Reilly’s impact that 
comes into focus, as he moves to the top of the pile as the squad’s 
scoring leader. The production was fairly even between the team’s top-
six mainstays though, with O’Reilly, Schwartz, Tarasenko, and Perron all 
chipping in with key performances: 

Looking to the blue line, the 2019 Blues leaned heavily on Alex 
Pietrangelo, who produced more than the majority of the team’s 
forwards. These Blues got 81 per cent of their even-strength goals from 
the forward corps, the rest coming from the back end, led by 
Pietrangelo’s three tallies: 

Essentially, the 2019 Blues were the anti-Lightning — a far less offensive 
group overall, no real standalone, world-beating offensive performances, 
and the goals that did come were spread fairly evenly down the lineup 
(albeit with the higher totals coming for the guys who saw more ice). 
Case in point: the leading scorer for these 2019 playoffs wasn't even a 
member of the Cup-winning Blues — it was Logan Couture, who’d been 
ousted a round earlier. 

Making their famed late climb up the standings in the latter half of the 
regular season, St. Louis rolled into the post-season with a middle-of-the-
pack offence — their 2.98 goals-per-game were only slightly higher than 
their playoff average. They had just one player among the top 50 point-
getters in the league (O’Reilly, at 31st) and one player among the top 30 
goal-scorers (Tarasenko, at 30th). 

They weren’t an offensive juggernaut heading in, nor were they over the 
course of their run, but they gutted it out, did it by committee, got what 
they needed from the stars they had, withstood an offensive barrage from 
the opposition (their +5 playoff goal differential was far lower than their 
+24 regular-season differential, and the lowest among all of these 
championship squads) and held on until they lifted silver. 

The 2018 Capitals were the second top-heavy group among this 
collection of champs, their first line contributing the second-highest 
percentage of their team’s total even-strength goals of any line on any of 
these rosters. But some clutch bottom-six performances made them 
more than a one-line team. Overall, they were the second-best offensive 
club of this group, in terms of their post-season goals-per-game average 
(3.58) and goal differential (+25). 

The Lineup: Here’s what they rolled with most often — however, these 
Caps switched things up a fair amount, with Chandler Stephenson 
spending some time on the second line, Devante Smith-Pelly spending 
some time on the third line, and a trio of Jakub Vrana — Lars Eller — and 
T.J. Oshie getting a decent amount of run, too: 

Alex Ovechkin — Evgeny Kuznetsov — Tom Wilson 

Jakub Vrana — Nicklas Backstrom — T.J. Oshie 

Andre Burakovsky — Lars Eller — Brett Connolly 

Chandler Stephenson — Jay Beagle — Devante Smith-Pelly 

But here’s how the team’s 63 even-strength goals were spread among 
the group. The majority came from the line that stuck together 
throughout, with Alex Ovechkin and Evgeny Kuznetsov pacing the team. 
The most interesting performance among the bunch, though, was from 
Devante Smith-Pelly, whose seven even-strength tallies over the course 
of the run were more than anyone on the team aside from that leading 
top-line duo. 

Factor in the man-advantage and the Ovechkin-Kuznetsov duo continued 
to feast. The middle of the forward corps were all fairly productive, 
though, particularly Oshie and Eller. And even after bringing in the 
power-play scoring, Smith-Pelly still finished as one of the club’s most 
important and impactful snipers. 

Zooming out to point production as a whole, the impact of the rest of the 
top six is clear, with Nicklas Backstrom and Oshie rising above the fray 
on the back of their playmaking abilities. The importance of the Caps’ 
depth down the middle is made clear here too, with Kuznetsov, 
Backstrom and Eller all producing over the course of the run. 

On the blue line, the 2018 Caps leaned on John Carlson a fair amount, 
the big rearguard producing as much overall as the majority of the top-six 
forwards. These Capitals got 88 per cent of their even-strength goal-
scoring from the forward corps, with the rest coming via a pretty even 
spread of tallies among the blue-liners: 

Heading into the post-season, the 2018 Caps had the ninth-best offence 
in the league, led by the Rocket Richard winner in Ovechkin — no other 
Capital finished among the league’s top 50 goal-scorers. They did have 
four of the top 40 point-getters in the league, though, with Kuznetsov, 
Backstrom and Carlson also getting in there, the latter finishing as the 
year’s top-scoring defenceman. 

They didn’t look exceptionally top heavy or exceptionally deep, but it was 
clear the big guns were going to do plenty of the heavy lifting if it was to 
all work out. And they did. But once the post-season rolled around, the 
Caps got clutch performances throughout the rest of the lineup — the 
most notable, of course, from the fourth line. In the end, they scored at a 
higher rate in the post-season than they did during the regular season, 
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combining that dominant top six and that bottom-six boost to finally get 
No. 8 his ring. 

In the second half of their own back-to-back, the 2017 Penguins sit in the 
middle of the pack among these recent champs when it comes to overall 
offence, having finished their playoff run with a 3.08 goals-per-game 
pace and +20 goal differential, both right on par with the 2020 Bolts. 

The Lineup: The Pens’ lines lived in the blender over the course of these 
2017 playoffs, with injuries also bringing players in and out of the lineup. 
The top two lines below logged the most minutes of any Penguins line. 
However, Bryan Rust also spent time with both Sidney Crosby and 
Evgeni Malkin, Jake Guentzel moved between the first, third and fourth 
lines, and Nick Bonino and Patric Hornqvist were in and out of the lineup 
with injuries. 

Jake Guentzel — Sidney Crosby — Conor Sheary 

Chris Kunitz — Evgeni Malkin — Phil Kessel 

Bryan Rust — Nick Bonino — Carter Rowney 

Carl Hagelin — Matt Cullen — Patric Hornqvist 

Here’s how Pittsburgh’s 59 even-strength goals scored over the course 
of their 2017 run were distributed among those forwards: 

The whirlwind of lineup alterations makes clear the same thing that the 
above numbers do — the 2017 Pens were a fairly deep and balanced 
group offensively, led by a proven top six and able to plug in pieces 
where necessary to keep things moving along. While Guentzel led the 
way in terms of even-strength sniping, with Malkin and Rust close 
behind, the rest of the lineup is fairly even when it comes to their 
production. 

Add in the man-advantage and the impact of Crosby and Phil Kessel’s 
goal-scoring contributions emerge. And yet, looking at how the final goal 
totals sit, there’s a key goal-scoring contributor at each tier — Guentzel 
and Crosby up top; Malkin, Kessel and Rust in the middle of the group; 
Hornqvist from the bottom of the forward corps. 

Looking at how things stacked up in terms of total point production, 
things are still fairly spread out — Malkin, Crosby, Guentzel and Kessel 
all led the way, and all finished fairly close to each other, but Kunitz, 
Rust, Hornqvist, Conor Sheary, Matt Cullen and Nick Bonino all produced 
similarly, too. 

The blue-line group for this particular Pens run was an interesting one, as 
the club was dealt a key blow in losing No. 1 defender Kris Letang. They 
got some production from Justin Schultz, but overall, had to make do 
without leaning much on offence from the back end: 

The 2017 Penguins entered the post-season with the top offence in the 
game, housing three of the league’s top 20 scorers in Crosby, Malkin and 
Kessel, and two of the top 15 goal-scorers in Crosby (the Rocket Richard 
winner) and Malkin. That electric offence ended up dipping quite a bit in 
the post-season, the club’s 3.39 regular-season goals-per-game average 
much higher than their eventual post-season mark (3.08), and their +49 
goal differential more than double their playoff differential (+20). 

But even as that dominant offence found itself stymied a bit once it had to 
contend with the post-season muck, even with the team suffering a key 
setback in losing Letang (who’d looked unstoppable at the time) midway 
through the year, the Pens battled through and got what they needed 
from the pieces they had. The marquee names stepped up and did their 
job, the rest of the forward corps proved deep enough to make up for the 
fact that the club didn’t have a true No. 1 defender on the back end, and 
the Pens pushed steadily forward toward back-to-back banners. 

The Penguins group that won a year prior was, in a sense, just a better 
version of that 2017 group. They were more balanced — and, in fact, led 
by their depth scorers rather than their marquee names — even while 
being one of the lowest-scoring groups of this collection of champions 
(their 3.04 playoff goals-per-game average and +18 differential topped 
only the Blues among the above teams). 

The Lineup: Unlike in 2017, the 2016 Pens knew exactly what they had 
and how the pieces fit together. They rolled these four lines for 
essentially their entire run to the Cup: 

Conor Sheary — Sidney Crosby — Patric Hornqvist 

Chris Kunitz — Evgeni Malkin — Bryan Rust 

Carl Hagelin — Nick Bonino — Phil Kessel 

Eric Fehr — Matt Cullen — Tom Kuhnhackl 

Here’s how Pittsburgh’s 54 even-strength goals were distributed among 
that group: 

Compared to the above teams, the spread was incredibly even here. 
Bottom-six pivots Bonino and Cullen scored more even-strength goals 
than top-six stalwarts Crosby and Malkin. Wingers from all three of the 
top lines finished around the same mark in terms of even-strength goals. 

And looking overall at how each line contributed to Pittsburgh’s even-
strength goals total over the course of the run, the team’s clutch third line 
of Carl Hagelin, Bonino and Kessel (the famed ‘HBK Line’) ended up as 
impactful as Crosby’s line in the end, and more impactful than Malkin’s 
line. And the fourth line wasn’t too far behind that second line, either. 

Zooming out to look at the all-situation goal sums by the Cup run’s end, 
and things are still fairly evenly spread, though Kessel’s overall 
dominance during that post-season tips the scales in the depth scorers’ 
direction: 

The depth of the forward corps stands out even more clearly when we 
look to the group’s overall point production. Kessel led the way as the 
squad’s highest scorer with that combination of third-line even-strength 
consistency and power-play feasting, but past that, we also see 
Pittsburgh’s first, second and third centremen all finishing with near-
identical totals. 

With Letang in the mix and playing a key role during this 2016 run, here’s 
how the blue-line contributions shook out. No. 58’s eventual point total 
wasn’t too far off of those three centremen, and he chipped in three 
even-strength goals as well, on par with Crosby and Malkin. 

The 2016 Pens’ regular season was, of course, a tale of two campaigns 
— they started the year terribly, prompting a coaching change, and saw 
Mike Sullivan turn them into an offensive juggernaut. By the year’s end 
they had the third-best offence in the league, sporting a 2.94 goals-per-
game pace that just continued to rise in the post-season. 

They headed into the playoffs with two of the top 20 scorers in the league 
in Crosby and Letang. Yet their star Cup run scorer, Kessel, ranked far 
lower at 45th, and their second-best forward overall, Malkin, had missed 
half the year. When it all came down to it in the post-season, though, 
their depth carried them through — the top six delivered, the bottom six 
delivered, and their third line became such a game-changer, it finished 
the team’s best trio by the run’s end. 

10 Maple Leafs thoughts less than one week from playoff Game 1 

Stepping back, here’s how all six of those recent champions stack up, 
with an overview of how much each of their lines contributed to their 
team’s overall even-strength goal-scoring: 

Over the past half-decade we’ve seen three teams win with deep groups 
of forwards, who got significant even-strength contributions throughout 
the lineup — one a bit more top-heavy (the 2021 Lightning), one a less 
offensively-inclined bunch overall (the 2019 Blues) and one with a bottom 
six in fact contributing more than the top six (the 2016 Penguins). 

But we also had two champions carried pretty significantly by their top 
lines — not necessarily those dreaded ‘one-line’ squads, but not far off. 
The 2020 Lightning leaned heavily on their top weapons to make up for a 
key absence, while the 2018 Capitals saw their top-line dominance 
supplemented by some surprising performances dotted among the 
bottom six, which raised the team’s overall offensive level. 
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And then we had the 2017 Penguins sitting somewhere in the middle — 
an elite top six that led the way, and yet, enough balance in the bottom 
six to make up for the fact that the club lacked a true No. 1 defender, 
considered a staple for runs ending with silver. 

What does that all tell us? First, that contrary to what we continue to hear 
about the type of offensive units that will or won’t win in the post-season, 
there’s no set formula that has delivered a championship every time. 

Every team needs to check a certain number of offensive boxes to stitch 
together a title run — you don’t make it through four rounds without a 
certain amount of depth, and without that magical mixture of stiff 
defending, timely goaltending, and the ability to navigate the playoff 
muck. But we’ve seen teams in today’s iteration of the game win with 
marquee scorers, and without marquee scorers. With dominant No. 1 
defenders, and without. With significant contributions throughout the 
bottom six, and without. We’ve seen teams lose immensely important 
pieces and still go all the way, and others see a returning player become 
their most important piece. 

Looking at how these teams won their rings tells part of the story of the 
balance needed to make it to that 16th win, too. Losing a crucial piece at 
an inopportune time doesn’t guarantee playoff disappointment — it might 
just mean the players remaining have to play otherworldly. A team that 
looks top-heavy might not be so one-dimensional when it matters most, if 
they find a fourth-line miracle of their own. A team that looks middle-of-
the-pack can scrape by the high-flyers, if they get some stout defending 
and keep out enough goals — even if just barely. 

All we know for certain is that what makes teams look indomitable or 
underwhelming during the regular season matters little when we move 
into the quest for the Cup — only two of these recent six champions 
entered the playoffs with the top offence in the league. 

The first 82 simply show us what teams have to work with. Once Game 1 
arrives, the true test is how they use those pieces in the moments that 
matter most. Let's see which route 2022's champ takes. 
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TSN.CA / Keefe preparing Leafs for 'borderline violent' series against 
Lightning 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs practised at Ford Performance Centre on Sunday. The 
Lightning skated at Coca-Cola Coliseum. 

The Leafs and Lightning combined for 114 penalty minutes in their last 
meeting on April 21 in Tampa. Sheldon Keefe believes that's a taste of 
what to expect in the playoffs.  

"They are a team that is going to be very physical and competitive," the 
Leafs coach said. "When I look at their playoffs — especially in the first 
round last year — they definitely led the league in skirmishes after the 
whistle. I expect it to be a very physical, borderline violent series in a lot 
of ways. Our guys will be ready for that." 

Jon Cooper chuckled when informed of Keefe's "borderline violent" 
comment.  

"The first round is always chaos," the Lightning coach said. "It's 
organized chaos. The guys are pumped up."  

Cooper points out that players are often as healthy as they're going to be 
during the run and usually amp up their intensity by an extra five to 10 
per cent.  

"We've kind of been through all the wars," Cooper continued. "Just 
rewind the tape to when we played Florida. It was two cars going 100 
miles an hour right at each other and it was who's going to flinch first." 

Keefe is making moves to ensure his team won't flinch. Wayne 
Simmonds and Kyle Clifford skated on the fourth line at practice and 
project to be in the Game 1 lineup. Both received supplemental discipline 
for actions during that previous game in Tampa. Clifford was fined for 
high sticking Corey Perry while Simmonds, who dropped the gloves that 
night with Pat Maroon, was fined for charging Mikhail Sergachev.  

"We can only go off of how the games have been recently, how Tampa 
has played when they have had success in the playoffs and how they 
played the last time we played them," Keefe said. "They are extremely 
physical and competitive. We need to have our guys that are going to be 
physical and competitive just the same. The officials will have to decide 
how they want to call the game but our expectation, based on history, is 
that it is going to be very physical. A lot of stuff is going to be let go. We 
have to find a way to play through that and initiate it ourselves. I think we 
have done that very well throughout the season. I know we will be ready 
to do it again." 

The Lightning averaged the second-most penalty minutes per game this 
season (10:59) behind only the Nashville Predators. The Leafs were in 
the middle of the pack (8:33). 

"You know how it is when the playoffs come," Cooper said, "usually you 
take one penalty off the board aside. There's a big misnomer out there 
that the refs put the whistles away, but that's not what happens. The 
players get smarter ... They're looking for the same calls, but players are 
just more disciplined." 

The Leafs own the top-ranked power play this season (27.3 per cent). 
The Lightning had the league's best power play in April (32.7 per cent). 

Keefe expecting 'borderline violent' playoff series against Lightning 

Sheldon Keefe is expecting a very physical and competitive series 
against the Lightning, especially considering the style of play from 
Tampa, however, the Leafs head coach says his guys 'will be ready for 
that.' Lightning head coach Jon Cooper laughed off the notion and said 
his own team has 'been through all the wars.' 

--- 

Tampa finished fourth overall in hits (2,124) this season while Toronto 
was 24th (1,746). The Lightning hope that physicality, within the rules, 
will help slow Toronto's potent top line, which features 60-goal man 
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner.  

"Try to be as physical as we can on them," said Lightning defenceman 
Victor Hedman of the game plan. "We know they're very shifty and have 
great speed on that line and can get away from you quickly." 

Matthews posted a hat trick in his last game against Tampa Bay on April 
4.  

"They got big, strong defencemen," Matthews noted. "I'm sure getting to 
their net will be important for us. It's just fighting through that, not getting 
frustrated, and just continuing to play and continuing to compete."  

--- 

Top-line winger Michael Bunting, who led the Leafs in drawn penalties 
this season, practised with the team for the first time since suffering an 
undisclosed injury on April 23. However, the rookie sat out several drills 
and left the ice midway through the session. 

Keefe described Bunting as "doubtful" for Game 1.  

Alex Kerfoot is filling in alongside Matthews and Marner.  

"Bunts is obviously a bit more fiery, but Footer sees the ice extremely 
well," Matthews said. "He moves the puck. His IQ really jumps out. 
There's a little bit of an adjustment with each guy you play with, but we've 
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played enough with each other that the chemistry is there and the 
communication is there." 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, Bunting is the teammate Matthews shared the 
ice with the most in five-on-five play (851 minutes). Kerfoot logged just 
under 70 minutes with Matthews in the regular season.   

--- 

Ondrej Kase practised in a regular sweater for the first time since 
sustaining a concussion on March 19. He is "close" to playing, according 
to Keefe, and is considered a game-time decision.  

"He's faced a lot of adversity, but he's such a hard-working guy," said 
goalie Jack Campbell. "You could tell he was fired up and he looked 
great out there." 

Kase skated on the second line with John Tavares and Ilya Mikheyev.  

"Big credit to him and how hard he's worked," said Tavares. "With the 
forwards we have, at times he can get lost in the shuffle and you forget 
how dangerous he can be and how effective he can be. [It's] not just by 
creating offence, but the consistency of his play and being able to make 
good plays in tough areas, breaking pucks out, winning battles, putting 
pressure on the opponent and doing things like that. He fits in really well 
with our style of play and our identity as a team. So, it's great to see the 
way he's progressed."  

Leafs Ice Chips: Kase a game-time decision, Bunting doubtful for Game 
1 

Ondrej Kase was a full participant at Maple Leafs practice, his first full 
participation since suffering a concussion on March 19th, but is listed as 
a game-time decision for Game 1. Meanwhile, Michael Bunting also took 
part in practice but left early and is listed as doubtful for Monday's series 
opener. TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters reports. 

--- 

In order to get over the hump and win a round, the Leafs must beat the 
team that's standing at the top of the NHL mountain.  

"It's not supposed to be easy," Matthews said of drawing the Lightning. 
"They've been the standard in this league for the last few years and they 
know how to win. So, it's a great challenge right off the hop." 

Keefe views this match-up as a blessing in disguise.  

"I look at our group and I think, 'the harder, the better,'" Keefe said. "That 
is what we need." 

Why?  

"If you are going to push through the obstacle that we need to get 
through here, you may as well start with the best," the coach explained. 
"Any time we have been challenged as a hockey team — and I am just 
focusing on this season — we have responded really well. We have great 
respect for Tampa Bay. There is no doubting, arguing, or debating it: they 
are the class of the league at this point. They have proven that. They 
have earned that. There is no doubt our team will be ready for them." 

'It's not supposed to be easy': Matthews embracing challenge right off the 
bat vs. Lightning 

Auston Matthews sees 'a great challenge' going up against the Lightning 
right off the bat, but it's one he and his teammates are looking forward to. 
For the Lightning, dealing with Matthews and Mitch Marner will have to 
include being physical, but they're not overlooking the overall depth of the 
Leafs. 

--- 

William Nylander scored two goals, including one on a breakaway, in the 
regular season finale against the Boston Bruins.  

"I wanted to score because I missed a couple breakaways lately," the 
winger told TSN in an intermission interview. "It was nice to get one." 

Nylander led the Leafs with eight points in the series against Montreal 
last year.  

"We got to elevate from last year," said Nylander, who celebrated his 
26th birthday on Sunday. "Everybody wants to be better and is going to 
be better. We'll be ready to go." 

    Whoa Willy!   pic.twitter.com/jTKhiXq3JX 

    — Toronto Maple Leafs (@MapleLeafs) April 29, 2022 

--- 

Leafs lines at Sunday's practice:  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kase  

Nylander - Kampf - Engavll  

Clifford - Blackwell - Simmonds / Spezza 

Bunting 

Rielly - Lyubushkin 

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Sandin - Holl 

Campbell  

Kallgren  

PP1: Rielly, Matthews, Marner, Tavares, Nylander  

PP2: Giordano, Liljegren, Mikheyev, Engvall, Kase,  

Lightning lines at Sunday's practice:  

Palat - Stamkos -Kucherov 

Hagel - Point - Cirelli 

Killorn - Colton - Paul 

Maroon - Bellemare - Perry 

Hedman - Rutta 

McDonagh - Cernak 

Sergachev - Foote  

Vasilevskiy 

Elliott  

PP1: Hedman, Killorn, Kucherov, Point, Stamkos 

PP2: Colton, Maroon, Palat, Perry, Sergachev 
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USA TODAY / NHL award picks: MVP race is loaded with possibilities; 
Igor Shesterkin a lock for Vezina? 

 

Jimmy Hascup 

 

Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid ran away with the Hart Trophy 
last season, picking up all 100 first-place votes, as he scored 105 points 
in the shortened 56-game season. 
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This year, the MVP race is loaded with possibilities.  

McDavid won the scoring race again, with 123 points, but there are 
seven others from playoff teams who have 100-point seasons. Toronto 
Maple Leafs forward Auston Matthews is the NHL's first 60-scorer since 
2011-12 and three others have 50 goals. Even a goalie, New York 
Rangers' Igor Shesterkin, could be in the mix. 

USA TODAY Sports' NHL staffers are here to make their picks for the top 
regular-season awards:  

Hart Trophy (MVP to his team)  

Jimmy Hascup: McDavid 

Mike Brehm: Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames 

Jace Evans: Matthews 

This seems to be one of the more competitive Hart Trophy races in years 
– with forwards Matthews, Gaudreau, McDavid, Leon Draisaitl (Oilers), 
Jonathan Huberdeau (Panthers), Kirill Kaprizov (Wild) and goalie Igor 
Shesterkin (Rangers) worthy of receiving votes. Matthews led the league 
in goals and had 106 points (sixth), while McDavid finished seventh in 
goals (44) and first in points (123). Gaudreau was an offensive catalyst 
for the Flames all season with 40 goals and 115 points, which tied for 
second. 

Vezina Trophy (goalie)  

Hascup: Shesterkin 

Brehm: Shesterkin 

Evans: Shesterkin 

An argument could be made that Shesterkin is an MVP contender. In a 
season that saw scoring reach its highest mark since 1995-96, he carried 
the Rangers, who often struggled to defend around the net. If you like the 
traditional stats, Shesterkin's 2.07 goals-against average leads the 
league. So does his .935 save percentage. He ranks sixth in wins. If the 
fancier stats are more your thing, he ranks first in goals saved above 
expected at 34.1. He's probably the surest lock for any of the major 
awards. 

Norris Trophy (defenseman)  

Hascup: Roman Josi, Predators 

Brehm: Josi 

Evans: Josi 

Josi paced all defensemen with 96 points while Colorado's Cale Makar 
led defensemen with 28 goals and finished with 86 points in 77 games. 
Josi finished first, slightly ahead of Makar, in points per 60 minutes at 
even strength and both averaged about the same time on ice per game. 
Tampa Bay's Victor Hedman will be in the mix, as always. 

Jack Adams (coach) 

Hascup: Darryl Sutter, Flames 

Brehm: Sutter 

Evans: Andrew Brunette, Panthers 

Sutter replaced Geoff Ward last season and now the Flames are playing 
like everyone expected. Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk, Elias Lindholm 
and Andrew Mangiapane had career years under Sutter. The Flames' 
ranking in goals per game jumped from 20th last season to sixth while 
their goals-against average went from 16th to third. Brunette led the 
Panthers to the league's best record after replacing coach Joel 
Quenneville, who resigned. Mike Sullivan, who led the Penguins to a 
103-point season despite Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin missing 
significant time, and Minnesota's Dean Evason are among those also in 
the mix. 

Calder Trophy (rookie) 

Hascup: Moritz Seider, Red Wings 

Brehm: Seider 

Evans: Seider 

Forwards Michael Bunting, the flashy Trevor Zegas and Lucas Raymond 
led NHL rookies in scoring, but Red Wings defenseman Moritz Seider 
was fourth with 49 points. He was 20 for most of the season and showed 
poise at a position that requires a lot of adjustment at the NHL level. He 
led the Red Wings in ice time at more than 23 minutes a game, killed 
penalties and played the power play. 
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