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What do Hurricanes, Bruins need to change after Game 1 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

By Chip Alexander  

Hours before game time Monday, Boston Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy was talking about the work that would be 
done in the hours after the game. 

“I think you’re prepared to play the game and the 
adjustments come as you go along,” Cassidy said after the 
Bruins’ morning skate. “I think tonight at about 10:30 or 11 
o’clock the coaches staffs of both teams will be saying, ‘OK, 
this is maybe the direction it’s going to go’ or it plays out how 
you think. 

“But that’s when the tinkering starts, I think. After each game 
you say, ‘OK, they exposed us here or we didn’t see that 
coming or whatever.’ I think both teams are playing good 
hockey. But it takes a little while most times to get into it and 
get going and kind of build that animosity, typically.” 

That said, the Bruins were beaten 5-1 by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 1 of their Stanley Cup first-round series. 
Let the tinkering begin. 

The Canes’ coaching room had to be a happier place late 
Monday night. But coaches are never completely pleased 
and that includes the Canes’ Rod Brind’Amour. 

Granted, the start could have been better for Carolina. The 
Bruins did their best to try and quiet a raucous crowd at PNC 
Arena, putting 14 shots on net, only to have Canes goalie 
Antti Raanta turn away all 14. 

“They played a good game. They came out and they were 
good at the start,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday, “(Raanta) 
made some big stops early to allow us to get to our game. 
But there’s quite a bit we can get better at and we’re going to 
have to.” 

It’s hard to say how the game could have been affected had 
Boston’s Jake DeBrusk scored on a shot 20 seconds into the 
game. It was close. Raanta made the stop at the post. But 
the Bruins were inches away from a 1-0 lead and had other 
chances in the first. 

“Their goalie made saves, and there were pucks around the 
front of the net that we just couldn’t locate or take the right 
path to but they were there,” Cassidy said. “He did a good 
job and he held them in the game. 

“It is a team, if you have the lead on, it’s easier for us if we 
get the lead. They play better when they have it. They’re 
made for that, they check well. It opens them up a little bit if 
they’re behind. It could have been an impact on the game, 
for sure, if we finish.” 

Instead, with the Canes leading 2-1 in the third period, the 
Bruins were the ones caught opening it up a little bit. With 
defenseman Matt Grzelcyk pinching down the wall in the 
offensive zone, the Canes were able to transition into an 
odd-man rush going the other way, Teuvo Teravainen 
scoring off a Vincent Trocheck pass. 

“They have to chase the game. That’s what led to the third 
goal,” Brind’Amour said. “They were being a little more 
aggressive than they probably normally would and we were 
able to take advantage of it.” 

It started with a basic play, Cassidy said — a battle for the 
puck on the wall. The Canes’ Max Domi chipped the puck 
past Grzelcyk and out of the Carolina zone to Trocheck, and 
Teravainen went top-shelf on goalie Linus Ullmark. 

“They did a good job most of the night outside the dots in the 
walls,” Cassidy said. “If you look at the third goal, we’re 
pinched down and we don’t win the battle there for the puck 
and they get a two-on-one. That’s where we need to be 
better and that’s where they were better than us.” 

With the last change at home, Brind’Amour was able to 
match up the way he preferred. That often meant Jordan 
Staal’s line with Niederreiter and Jesper Fast on the ice with 
defensemen Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce against the Patrice 
Bergeron line. 

Boston’s goal came from its second line as center Erik 
Haula, after some hard work behind the Canes’ net, found 
Taylor Hall open in the slot to make it a 2-1 game. That came 
against Sebastian Aho’s line. 

It’s on to Game 2, Wednesday at PNC Arena. Brind’Amour 
could stick with what worked. Cassidy said Tuesday that 
Ullmark would start Game 2. 

Canes-Bruins viewership highest in 20 years 

The Canes received a lot of national exposure from the 
Game 1 victory. It was the most-watched opening-night 
playoff game in at least 20 years, according to Sports TV 
News & Updates. 

The game attracted 857,000 viewers on ESPN, topping the 
previous record of 844,000 for the Flyers-Penguins opening-
night playoff game in 2012. The Tampa Bay-Toronto playoff 
opener Monday had 466,000 viewers on ESPN2. 

The Canes game was the most-watched NHL game on cable 
since the opening game of the 2021-22 season other than 
the Winter Classic, Sports TV News & Updates tweeted 
Tuesday. 

Shoot, Teuvo, shoot 

Teuvo Teravainen was surprised Tuesday to learn he now 
has more career playoff goals (17) than assists (16). 
Trocheck was not. 

“He’s got a phenomenal shot. He puts it right where he wants 
it,” Trocheck said. 

Teravainen, who had 22 goals in the regular season, often 
has been told by Brind’Amour to shoot the puck more. To 
which Brind’Amour noted, “There are other things I remind 
him to do. ... One of his gifts is he has a great shot but he’s 
very unselfish and wants to make plays all the time.” 
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Carolina Hurricanes owner, NHL commissioner psuh for arena upgrades- and it’s about 
time 

By Luke DeCock 

This wasn’t the first time Gary Bettman had toured the 
parking lots around PNC Arena, soaking in the atmosphere, 
accepting the cheers and jeers of the exuberant hockey fans 
who recognized him as his golf cart whizzed past. 

The NHL commissioner has seen all this before, including 
Carter-Finley Stadium where the Carolina Hurricanes will 
host their first outdoor game next season. That’s not why 
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon and president Don Waddell 
were escorting him around the property. 

Bettman was looking around PNC with new eyes, to see 
what isn’t there yet, but might be there someday: Dundon’s 
vision for what the land outside the arena could become, the 
arena as the hub of a new commercial district with offices 
and residences and restaurants and a sports book and an 
outdoor concert venue. 

After the tour, Bettman went inside the arena and met with a 
handful of key members of the Centennial Authority, the 
state board that oversees the arena, and his message was 
as clear as it was pointed: This arena is no longer up to 
modern NHL standards, nor is the area around it. 

“There are a couple of things in play,” Bettman told The 
News & Observer. “First, on behalf of the league, we like 
being here and I know Tom likes being here and wants to be 
here. But obviously there’s work to be done to make sure 
that the team and the community have something that is 
today’s standards. The Centennial Authority seems engaged, 
which is important, and I think there’s a great vision for not 
just the arena or the team but for the entire area. I think that 
vision is exciting and it’s a win-win for everybody.” 

The authority members did not necessarily need to be told 
that. The authority has had a plan to renovate and upgrade 
the arena, to bring it up to 21st century standards, at a cost 
of hundreds of millions of dollars in tourism tax money 
earmarked for that purpose, but it was delayed by the team’s 
sale to Dundon by Peter Karmanos in 2018, negotiations 
over a lease extension and then the pandemic. It will need to 
be updated again for current trends and construction costs, a 
process that will probably take about a year if it starts again 
now. 

But Dundon has also been pushing to activate his right of 
first refusal to develop the land around the arena that has sat 
paved and empty since the building opened in 1999, and 
progress on that has been slow. That could change 
Thursday at a special board meeting of the Centennial 
Authority, when Bettman’s message will be relayed to the full 
board and the effort to reimagine not only PNC Arena itself 
but everything around it must truly begin in earnest. 

It’s long overdue. 

An old arena, a new downtown? 

Read More The costs and logistics of building a new arena in 
downtown Raleigh remain as foreboding as they did in the 
mid-’90s. And if you can’t bring an arena downtown, can you 
bring downtown to the arena? The Battery Atlanta, the 

massive development around the Braves’ new stadium in 
exurban Cobb County, is the latest example of a trend that 
has surrounded similarly marooned arenas in places like 
Anaheim and Tampa and elsewhere with infill development. 

Karmanos never had the interest nor the funds to develop 
around PNC. Dundon has both, and experience doing it in 
Texas. He has a vision for a new western gateway to the 
city, across Wade and Edwards Mill from the massive new 
Bandwidth’s campus under construction, a mixed-use 
development and entertainment district on the scale of North 
Hills but with the arena and new concert venue at its center. 

“We’re trying to set a standard for the experience here,” 
Dundon told The N&O. “That’s part of it. You get to come 
and be entertained. So for me it’s important that there’s more 
than just the game. We know we can do a good game but we 
need to offer other things, which is consistent with other 
major sports. We are way behind. I’m willing to commit to the 
capital to work with them. I’m going to spend a lot of money 
to build all this stuff, we just need a partnership. I think 
everybody wants the same thing.” 

The question facing the arena authority, the state of North 
Carolina and N.C. State is how to navigate the hurdles of 
turning over state-owned land for private development, as 
was done with Bandwidth, and do it in a way that N.C. State, 
which has long fought to preserve as much surface football 
parking as possible, is willing to accept. 

“We have two tenants we love dearly at the Centennial 
Authority and we have rights and obligations to both 
tenants,” Philip Isley, the former Raleigh city councilman who 
took over as authority chairman in November, told The N&O. 
“To the extent we can make them both happy at the same 
time, we’ve done a great job. My role and the role of the 
Centennial Authority is how can we accomplish something 
that benefits taxpayers, the city, the county and frankly the 
region in a noticeable way.” 

Athletic director Boo Corrigan has in the past expressed a 
willingness to give up some surface parking if the university 
benefits in other ways — the development could include a 
new basketball practice facility or retail or hospitality space 
that creates new revenue streams for N.C. State; the 
Wolfpack can really call its own shot here — but chancellor 
Randy Woodson, an ex officio member of the Centennial 
Authority, has taken a more cautious stance in the past. 

Woodson was unavailable for comment Tuesday, but the 
university released this statement upon request for comment: 

“We value our partnership and want to continue to help PNC 
Arena and the Hurricanes be successful,” Brad Bohlander, 
chief communications officer at N.C. State said in an emailed 
statement. “However, as a primary tenant and partner of 
PNC Arena, short and long-term impacts to NC State need to 
be considered in any planning or decisions. While we are 
interested in enhancements that might improve the 
experience for our fans, supporters and student-athletes, we 
also have to protect N.C. State’s ability to provide the best 
fan experience, generate revenue, and remain competitive in 
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the ACC in men’s basketball and football now and in the 
future.” 

There are ways to address the tailgating issue without 
tampering with the tailgating culture that is so crucial to N.C. 
State football and the Hurricanes alike. There would still be 
some surface lots, to be sure. But there’s also a growing 
industry in the college athletics space of turnkey tailgating 
experiences detached from parking, with tents and power 
and ice in central locations. The culture is not necessarily 
anchored to asphalt. 

And let’s not forget one reason tailgating is so popular for 
football and hockey fans is the complete dearth of options 
around the stadium and arena. Given the choice, some fans 
might prefer to eat and drink in an air-conditioned or heated 
restaurant or bar rather than in their parking spot. High-
rolling boosters could valet park and be whisked directly to 
their suites, with their cars waiting for them when the game is 
over. All of these amenities are available elsewhere. 

A new western Raleigh gateway 

Either way, this much is clear: In Raleigh, in 2022, that land 
is too valuable to lie fallow in the service of five or six football 
games a year. It’s a blank sheet in a prime location in a city 
with precious few of those left. 

“Does this area become another, not necessarily Midtown, 
but is it Westtown? Arena West?” Isley said. “It’s perfectly 

poised and situated to be much more influential than anyone 
envisioned 25 years ago.” 

This all goes hand in hand: The city and county aren’t going 
to approve a badly needed renovation package costing as 
much as $400 million without a long-term lease extension 
with the Hurricanes, and Dundon isn’t going to do that 
without a green light to move forward outside the arena. 

These are all things that can drag on for years or be settled 
quickly if the right people want them to be. And some of the 
challenge for Bettman, Dundon and Isley alike is finding 
ways to convince key people — with both the state and State 
— that it needs to happen quickly. This is an inflection point 
for the arena, a fork in the road for its future. The arena is 
almost 25 years old and still sits surrounded by empty 
parking lots. 

That’s why Bettman, who has long remained committed to 
this market through good times and bad, made this the first 
leg of a trip that will take him to six cities in five days: “I could 
have gone anywhere tonight,” he said. “I’m here.” 

It’s why Thursday’s Centennial Authority meeting will broach 
exactly this subject under the vague agenda item “long-range 
planning discussion,” with a board that is more known for 
careful stewardship of the arena — to its credit, for sure — 
than bold vision and decisive action. 

But the time has come for the latter. 
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Hurricanes’ Seth Jarvis, Antti Raanta show experience’s value in Game 1 win 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis, who turned 20 on Feb. 1, 
couldn’t even conceptualize the Stanley Cup playoff 
experience a few weeks ago. He was asked what he thought 
it might be like in the midst of his season-ending seven-game 
point streak. 

“I don’t know,” he said with a genuine laugh. “You tell me, 
dude.” 

That’s the perfect response if you ask head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. For weeks, Brind’Amour has been telling the 
media to ease up on the narrative that playoff experience is 
the end-all-be-all for a long Cup run. 

“I think experience helps, for sure, but I think it’s a little bit 
overrated in the playoffs sometimes,” he told us one more 
time after morning skate Monday. “I think the young guys 
don’t know any better — they don’t even understand how big 
the moment is. Sometimes when you’ve been through it 
enough, it can be overwhelming at times, because you know 
how important it is, whereas the young guys just go out and 
play. I guess it depends on how you want to look at it.” 

And listen, the veterans helped tremendously on the way to 
the Hurricanes’ 5-1 win at PNC Arena on Monday. Both 
unsavory penalties aside, you saw exactly why they acquired 
Brendan Smith and Ian Cole when it came to the big hits, the 
blocked shots and the fishing of the would-be goals out of 
the crease. 

But when we look back at this game, we’ll think of young 
Jarvis and all his unknowing glory. No moment has been too 
big for the kid who forced himself onto an already stacked 
roster out of training camp. 

“I don’t want to say it was a ‘wow’ factor, but it was ‘this kid is 
not a kid,'” Brind’Amour said when I asked about his first 
impression of his new first-line staple. “There was something 
more there than I guess what we thought. We didn’t pencil 
him in, and then when we first see him compete with our 
guys at this level, you’re like, ‘Wait a minute, there’s 
something there. Let’s not push him aside here. Let’s make 
sure we give him a chance.’ We did, and he earned his spot 
here. I think that’s been a pretty smart decision.” 

The Canes started Game 1 shaky with a 9-1 then 14-4 shot 
deficit, but after the first half of the first period, they settled 
down. Then they started to build something. In came a 
Sebastian Aho breakaway chance on the Canes’ trademark 
penalty kill. Then Jesperi Kotkaniemi walked a few guys. 
They almost looked like a team that could run away with 
Game 1. 

And Jarvis didn’t know any better, so he scored Goal 1 of 
Game 1 16:28 into the second period. 

“It just kind of made me reminisce on the beginning of the 
year — where I was and what my mentality was,” he said 
after the game. “To be here, I’ve been very blessed and I’m 

honored to be in this position and to be able to have success 
early.” 

“The kid looked fine,” Brind’Amour added, smiling. 

It was like the Canes spent the first period and a half asking 
permission to be the great team they’re capable of being, 
and the Jarvis goal granted it. Nino Niederreiter made the 
second goal of the game look easy two minutes later, and 
there was a newfound sense of authority that’s been elusive 
in recent postseason meetings with the Bruins. 

Nothing is more important than establishing that authority if 
the Hurricanes are to finally conquer the Bruins, and it 
started with the other Hurricane making his first playoff start: 
32-year-old goalie Antti Raanta. Raanta, who refers to 
himself as the father of the Hurricanes’ “Finnish mafia,” is 
hardly a rookie in his ninth NHL season. He’d provided relief 
in five previous playoff games, but they were all 
irredeemable disasters long before he touched the ice. 

With Freddie Andersen out for Game 1, Raanta finally had 
the opportunity to start a playoff game and play it his way 
from start to finish. 

“I still remember my first year in Chicago. We went to St. 
Louis in the first playoff game, and I was backing up (Corey) 
Crawford, and at the time I was like, ‘I couldn’t be there. 
That’s way too loud and way too physical,'” he said. “But as 
the years go by and you’ve been able to be in those 
situations as a backup, you see what it takes. Obviously, I 
got a couple games under my belt — just haven’t gotten the 
start. It’s a big thing to get that first one. … It was awesome.” 

Raanta made 35 saves and survived three penalty kills, but 
his standout feat was keeping the Hurricanes alive and 
unscathed enough to build a win through that first period and 
making sure they held on during ugly parts of the third. 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the Bruins held an overall 
53.85 percent edge in Corsi at five-on-five, dominating puck 
possession in the beginning of the first period and much of 
the third. They also held a 36-25 shot advantage. There was 
no way around it: Raanta had to be great to win this game 
and to win a deeper-seeded trust that he can be the guy in 
Andersen’s place. 

“He was definitely huge for us,” Niederreiter said. “They had 
a lot of shots on net, and there’s obviously things that we can 
get a lot better at. Obviously, he stood on his head, which 
helped us get the win.” 

I’m not saying the Hurricanes delivered a perfect 
performance — a careless clear and some dilly-dallying 
behind the net led to a Taylor Hall goal early in the third. 
Lack of possession, especially early on, will be wildly 
problematic if it becomes a habit. The power play went 0-for-
3. But one Hurricanes playoff rookie is writing the beginning 
of an enticing story, and the other is realizing he has a say in 
the way his ends. 
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Down Goes Brown: The 2022 Stanley Cup playoff pressure rankings 

By Sean McIndoe 

The playoffs are here, and the pressure is intense. That’s 
true for everyone. You’re a rookie in your very first 
postseason? Pressure. A veteran chasing that elusive ring? 
Pressure. A coach, GM, a referee or the guy who has to run 
out and fix the broken glass? Pressure. A sportswriter? Let’s 
not get crazy, but sure, feeling hungry and kind of hungover 
is its own kind of pressure. 

Pressure is everywhere. But it’s not spread out evenly, and 
some teams are facing more than others. So as the eight 
first-round series get under way and the narratives start to 
form, lets take our annual look at which teams are under the 
most pressure, and which ones are carrying a more 
manageable load. 

As in previous years, we’ll use the following categories to 
make this seem scientific. 

Expectations factor: You can’t be under all that much 
pressure to win if nobody thinks you actually can. 

Drought factor: It’s just not the same if you have a recent 
banner or two already hanging in your rink. But if the guy 
who captained your last Cup winner has already gone grey, 
that’s bad. Somehow, the Washington Capitals fit into both 
categories. We’re working on that. 

Ticking clock factor: Is the window slamming shut, either due 
to age, pending free agents or a cap crunch, or is the future 
looking bright? 

Special circumstances: The part where I put my thumb on 
the scale to make sure the numbers add up to the ranking I’d 
already decided on. 

Spoiler alert — You’re not going to be all that surprised by 
the top of the list, but I’ll do my best to keep you entertained 
along the way. See? Pressure! 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Expectations factor: 2/10. The whims of the weird playoff 
format and Mike Smith’s weird puckhandling instincts have 
served up a winnable matchup in Round 1, but nobody thinks 
the Kings are winning the Cup this year. 

Drought factor: 3/10. It’s been eight years since their last 
Cup, but that’s hardly a drought. 

Ticking clock factor: 4/10. This one’s a bit tough. On the one 
hand, they’re a young team just coming out of a rebuild, and 
there look to be plenty of bright days ahead. On the other, 
this may be one of the last shots for the veteran core from 
the previous Cups, with Dustin Brown already announcing 
his retirement and Jonathan Quick somehow having just one 
year left on that forever-contract he signed in the heyday. 

Special circumstances: +1. Beating the Oilers would lead to 
another round of Connor McDavid trade rumors, and you 
know those “generational superstar gets traded out of 
Edmonton” stories usually turn out for the Kings. 

Pressure score: 10/30. You want to see Brown go out on a 
high note, but really, the rebuilding Kings are already playing 
with house money. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Expectations factor: 0/10. Without Jusse Saros at full health, 
just about nobody on the planet thinks they can beat the 
Avalanche. 

Drought factor: 5/10. They’ve never won the Cup, and David 
Poile is about to head into decade five of his quest for a ring 
as GM. 

Ticking clock factor: 5/10. Filip Forsberg is about to hit free 
agency, and Roman Josi and Matt Duchene both just had 
career years at 31. It’s also hard to see the Predators being 
significantly better than this in the next few years, which 
means the path back to the playoffs is shaky if Vegas and/or 
Winnipeg get back on track. 

Special circumstances: +1. The Predators upsetting the 
Avalanche might cause an overreaction bordering on an 
existential crisis in Colorado, and more importantly would 
also be very funny. 

Pressure score: 11/30. If they’d held on in Arizona and were 
playing the Flames, I’d have them a notch or two higher. But 
since everyone is already writing them off, there’s nowhere 
to go but up. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Expectations factor: 3/10. At some point, a consensus 
seemed to form that the Capitals were the weakest of the 
eight Eastern playoff teams, and that was before Alexander 
Ovechkin got banged up in the final week. All that said, 
they’re still a 100-point team. 

Drought factor: 2/10. It’s been four years, which is probably 
long enough for everyone to sober up but that’s about it. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. Ovechkin is a once-in-a-lifetime 
franchise player, and while he should be around for a few 
more years, the window to win a second Cup is starting to 
close. With the rest of the core also over 30, maybe it 
already is. 

Special circumstances: +1. The fact that they spent all year 
long talking about the goaltending and then didn’t upgrade it 
at the deadline means that Brian MacLellan will be hearing 
some tough questions if they get lit up. Hey, they’re not 
playing an especially good offensive team, are they? 

Pressure score: 14/30. Oh, also every neutral fan on the 
planet will be cheering for the Panthers. 

13. New York Rangers 

Expectations factor: 4/10. They’ve got a winnable first-round 
matchup and maybe the scariest goalie in the league, but I 
don’t see many picking them to go all that deep. 

Drought factor: 9/10. That 1994 Cup win is getting pretty 
musty; at the time, it snapped what felt like an impossibly 
long 54-year drought, and they’re already more than halfway 
to getting back to that number. One lonely Cup in 82 years is 
kind of amazing. 

Ticking clock factor: 2/10. Other than Chris Kreider, all the 
key guys are young enough that they’re either holding steady 
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or getting better. Still, Igor Shesterkin may have just had a 
career year, and you don’t want to let that go to waste. 

Special circumstances: 0. They just missed out on a 
matchup with the Capitals, which would have ratcheted up 
the pressure based on how last year and the offseason 
played out. They certainly don’t like the Penguins, but it won’t 
be quite as embarrassing to lose to them. 

Pressure score: 15/30. It’s New York, so the pressure will 
crank up in the years to come. Just not quite yet. 

12. Dallas Stars 

Expectations factor: 1/10. Nobody thinks they’re beating the 
Flames, let along going deep. 

Drought factor: 5/10. They’ve got one Cup in franchise 
history, and it came in the previous century. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. This is an old core, John Klingberg 
is on the way out, and the cap situation won’t give them 
much chance to reload. 

Special circumstances: +1. For Rick Bowness, still chasing 
his first Cup ring at the age of 67. This might be his last shot. 

Pressure score: 15/30. Jim Nill is now one of the five longest-
tenured GMs in the league, so you wonder if the clock might 
be ticking on him too. 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Expectations factor: 8/10. They’re the two-time defending 
champs, but they weren’t completely dominant for most of 
this year, so they’re not quite viewed as heavy favorites. 

Drought factor: 0/10. Come on. 

Ticking clock factor: 4/10. The salary cap will always put the 
screws to great teams, but the Lightning should be able to 
run back a very similar team for at least one more year, and 
the key players are all signed long term (although a few are 
starting to get up there in age). 

Special circumstances: +3. They have a shot at winning 
three straight Cups, something that hasn’t happened since 
the Islanders dynasty of the early 80s. Gretzky’s Oilers 
couldn’t do it. Mario’s Penguins or Yzerman’s Red Wings 
couldn’t either. This is a once-in-a-generation shot. 

Pressure score: 15/30. Also, they’re playing the Maple Leafs, 
so everyone who loves chaos and misery will be banking on 
them. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Expectations factor: 5/10. They were mild underdogs against 
the Wild (although that’s flipped after their Game 1 win), and 
they’d presumably get Colorado next, so the path to the Cup 
is a tough one. 

Drought factor: 3/10. They’ve had only one championship in 
55 years, but it came just three years ago. 

Ticking clock factor: 6/10. It’s an older roster, but most of the 
key pieces are locked up for another year. The 2023 
offseason will be interesting, though. 

Special circumstances: +2. Just because Blues fans are 
super-crabby these days and I don’t feel like getting yelled at 
for having them outside the top 10. 

Pressure score: 16/30. The goaltending situation is going to 
be fascinating, and there’s definitely some added pressure 
on Craig Berube to play this right — especially with his Cup-
winning veteran with the big-ticket contract starting off on the 
bench watching a pending UFA who’d never tasted a playoff 
game. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Expectations factor: 4/10. They’ve been up and down all 
year, but expectations don’t seem high heading into the 
playoffs. 

Drought factor: 2/10. It’s been five whole years since their 
last championship, better get them another generational 
franchise player before they start getting antsy. 

Ticking clock factor: 10/10. Sidney Crosby is 34, and Evgeni 
Malkin and Kris Letang are both UFAs after this year. You 
don’t want to get overly dramatic, but this really does feel like 
it could be the last swing for this core (Or at least, that 
management is intentionally keeping that door open.) 

Special circumstances: 0. Tristan Jarry’s broken foot makes 
the path a lot tougher, but also gives them a “but our goalie 
got hurt” excuse to fall back on if things go bad, so it 
balances out. 

Pressure score: 16/30. Are headlines that use the phrase 
“smell of potential decay” a bad thing? I feel like that’s bad. 

8. Carolina Hurricanes 

Expectations factor: 8/10. They’ve been an analytics darling 
for years, and the rest of the crowd has caught up over the 
last season or two. The Freddie Andersen uncertainty 
nudged them down a point. 

Drought factor: 5/10. They’ve got a cap-era Cup from 2006, 
but it was long enough ago that some of today’s fans 
probably weren’t around to see it. 

Ticking clock factor: 3/10. All the key pieces are signed and 
most are young enough that they should be good for at least 
a few more years. 

Special circumstances: +2. For their quiet trade deadline, 
which will certainly put some heat on the front office if they 
lose a close series. 

Pressure score: 18/30. Antti Raanta looked good on Monday, 
so maybe the first round won’t be as daunting as it looked 
even if Andersen is out. 

7. Boston Bruins 

Expectations factor: 5/10. Are they underrated? You could 
make the case, after everyone spent all year acting like the 
Atlantic was all about the Panthers, Lightning and Leafs. 
Then again, the Bruins ended up getting shuffled over to the 
Metro, so maybe we were right all along. 

Drought factor: 5/10. It’s been over a decade since their last 
Cup, and they have only one in the last five decades, but 
2011 isn’t that long ago. 
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Ticking clock factor: 9/10. Tukka Rask is gone, so is David 
Krejci. Zdeno Chara already left, and this could be Patrice 
Bergeron’s last run with the Bruins. 

Special circumstances: +1. The NHL’s weird crossover 
format means we’ll eventually see a team win a division that 
they’re not in. It hasn’t happened yet, but the Bruins feel like 
the best chance we’ve ever had. Make this happen for me, 
guys. 

Pressure score: 20/30. Also, Bergeron is signing with the 
Habs this summer, so there’s that. 

6. Edmonton Oilers 

Expectations factor: 6/10. They’ve been much better under 
Jay Woodcroft and had the playoff format drop a fantastic 
matchup into their lap. Nobody seems to see them as legit 
Cup contenders, but winning at least a round or two should 
be in play. 

Drought factor: 8/10. They haven’t won a Cup since 1990, 
and a lot of the years in between have been exceedingly 
dark. 

Ticking clock factor: 5/10. Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl are locked in long term, as are most of the other key 
pieces. Mike Smith is old and Evander Kane is probably one-
and-done. But really, this isn’t a concern unless another year 
with no playoff success would lead to McDavid wanting out. 

Special circumstances: +2. Because you’re not sure whether 
that last sentence was meant as a joke or not. 

Pressure score: 21/30. Let’s just say Game 1 was not a great 
start. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Expectations factor: 8/10. They’ve exceeded all 
expectations, and maybe you were waiting for them to fall off 
as the season went on. It never happened, and they look like 
one of the most complete teams in the league. 

Drought factor: 8/10. Their only Cup came back in 1989. 

Ticking clock factor: 6/10. Johnny Gaudreau is about to hit 
UFA, and while he’s expected to stay, you wonder how 
they’ll fit him and Matthew Tkachuk under the cap without 
carving out a chunk of the supporting crew. 

Special circumstances: +1. For that potential Battle of 
Alberta in Round 2 that absolutely has to happen. 

Pressure score: 23/30. This is honestly higher than I thought 
the Flames would wind up, given how low expectations were 
coming into the season. But sometimes it just all comes 
together in one perfect year, and when that happens, you 
don’t want to waste it. 

4. Florida Panthers 

Expectations factor: 9/10. The East is tough, but they’re the 
favorites. 

Drought factor: 9/10. They’ve never won a Cup. But the 
bigger story is that they haven’t even won a round since 
1996, the longest stretch in the league by far. If they can’t 
win a round or two here, in this season with this roster, when 
is it ever going to happen? 

Ticking clock factor: 3/10. Claude Giroux and Ben Chiarot 
are rentals, but otherwise the core should be in place for at 
least a few more years. 

Special circumstances: +3. You figure this has to be Joe 
Thornton’s very last chance. 

Pressure score: 24/30. They’re the best team in franchise 
history, the easiest bandwagon pick in years, and the one 
team that can save us all from boring hockey by finally 
proving that you can win a Cup without grinding out 2-1 
yawners for two months. Other than that, no big deal. 

3. Minnesota Wild 

Expectations factor: 6/10. They seemed to have earned 
favorite status over the Blues before getting stomped in 
Game 1, but the Avs will presumably be waiting in Round 2. 

Drought factor: 9/10. It’s not that the Wild have never won a 
Cup in their 21 seasons, they’ve barely ever been 
interesting. And don’t forget the North Stars, whose 26 
seasons mean we’re closing in on nearly a half-century of 
Minnesota waiting for a Stanley Cup. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. The roster isn’t especially old, but 
salary-cap hell is on the way next year thanks to last year’s 
buyouts. Oh, and there’s no guarantee that this won’t be a 
one-and-done for Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Special circumstances: +1. For the Fleury trade, the sort of 
move a team makes when they think that this is their year to 
make a big push. 

Pressure score: 24/30. Just purely anecdotally, I’m seeing a 
ton of fans posting brackets that have the Wild beating the 
Avs, and if that’s even a somewhat common view then we 
can’t even play the low-expectations card here. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Expectations factor: 10/10. They’re the Stanley Cup 
favorites, and overwhelmingly so according to some. 

Drought factor: 7/10. The franchise’s two Cups (1996 and 
2001) are starting to fade into the memory hole. And believe 
it or not, they haven’t been out of the second round in 20 
years. 

Ticking clock factor: 6/10. Most of the core is young and 
locked up long term, although Nazem Kadri’s deal is up this 
summer, as is Darcy Kuemper’s. More importantly, there’s 
only one more year left on Nathan MacKinnon’s bargain-
basement contract, so they’ve got this year and next to take 
advantage of all that extra space. 

Special circumstances: +2. Joe Sakic has earned a 
reputation as one of the very best GMs in the league, but at 
some point he has to get his team over the hump. If he can’t 
do it while MacKinnon is playing for 50 percent off, then 
when? 

Pressure score: 25/30. If they don’t win the Cup, it’s a 
disappointment. But if they don’t at least get out of the 
second round, it’s a disaster, and will have Sakic answering 
tough questions about whether this is really the right mix. 
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1. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Expectations factor: 7/10. This is probably the best team in 
franchise history, setting records for wins and points and 
potentially producing the team’s first MVP since 1955. The 
Atlantic is tough, though, and it feels like a lot of fans and 
media have taken a “fool me four times, shame on you” 
approach to expecting success form this bunch. 

Drought factor: 10/10. They haven’t won a Cup since 1967 or 
a playoff round since 2004, although that doesn’t come up 
much so you may not have heard about it. 

Ticking clock factor: 7/10. The core is locked up, although 
they’ll probably lose Mark Giordano and Ilya Mikheyev in the 
offseason, and Jack Campbell still needs a new deal. Oh, 
and Auston Matthews and William Nylander are both eligible 
for extensions next summer. 

The bigger question is what happens if they lose in the first 
round yet again, which would put everyone from Sheldon 
Keefe to Kyle Dubas to Brendan Shanahan to most of the 
roster back on the hot seat. Last year’s disaster against 

Montreal landed hard with the fan base, but despite some of 
us thinking they’d have no choice but to pull the pin, 
management stayed the course. It seems like it was the right 
call, but could they do it again? Would they even get the 
chance? (If you want to see a Maple Leafs fan panic, ask 
them how sure they are that ownership will keep being so 
hands off if there’s another year with just a few games of 
playoff revenue.) 

Special circumstances: +2. They absolutely dominated the 
Lightning in Monday’s opener, which just ratchets the 
pressure up even more because we saw how good this team 
can be when they’re at their best. The problem is, they can’t 
seem to ever stay there for more than a game or two. 

Pressure score: 27/30. They don’t have to win a Cup, but 
they have to win at least a round or two, and they’ve got 
arguably the toughest possible path to do that. It may not be 
fun, but it’s going to be fascinating, whether you’re rooting for 
or against them. And if we know one thing about this team, 
it’s that whichever way this goes, it will all play out in the 
most exhausting way possible. 
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NHL picks, bets today: Latest lines for Lightning at Leafs, Blues at Wild and more 

Sure, the Toronto Maple Leafs destroyed the Tampa Bay 
Lightning in Game 1 on Monday night. But, they’re still the 
Maple Leafs and the Lightning are 14-0 after a loss in the 
playoffs the last two seasons en route to winning back-to-
back Stanley Cups. Tampa Bay goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy 
has a .966 save percentage and five shutouts in those 
games. Should you back the Lightning in Game 2 on 
Wednesday? See below for our expert picks. 

The Blues and Kings both won on the road on Monday night 
and will look to take a 2-0 series lead home with them. This 
is an all-too-familiar start for the Oilers. Can they change 
things around in Game 2? 

And the Boston Bruins look to even their series after Antti 
Raanta stole the show for the Hurricanes in Game 1. 

Wednesday’s NHL Playoffs schedule: 

 Game 2: Boston Bruins at Carolina Hurricanes — 7 
p.m. ET — ESPN, SN360 

 Game 2: Tampa Bay Lightning at Toronto Maple 
Leafs — 7:30 p.m. ET — ESPN2, CBC, SN 

 Game 2: St. Louis Blues at Minnesota Wild — 9:30 
p.m. ET — ESPN, SN360 

 Game 2: Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers — 
10 p.m. ET — ESPN2, CBC, SN 

Bruins at Hurricanes 

Game 1: Hurricanes 5, Bruins 1 | Carolina leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? There was so little faith in Antti Raanta in 
hockey circles that there was serious speculation that Pyotr 
Kochetkov — a 22-year-old with all of three NHL games 
under his belt — would get the Game 1 start over the veteran 
backup in the wake of Frederik Andersen’s lower-body injury, 
suffered two weeks ago. But Rod Brind’Amour went with 
Raanta, giving the talented-but-oft-injured 32-year-old his 
first playoff start, and was rewarded with a 35-save effort. 

What was the key? Carolina was terrific in front of both nets. 
In their own end, they protected Raanta well and quickly 
cleared out any rebounds he gave up, preventing Boston 
from getting any second-chance goals. In the Bruins’ end, 
the Hurricanes were constantly in front of Linus 
Ullmark — making his own playoff debut — with sturdy 
screens and well-timed drive-bys. Combine that with Vincent 
Trocheck’s bank shot off the back of Ullmark’s head to seal 
the game in the final minutes, and you have to wonder if 
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy will turn to rookie Jeremy 
Swayman in Game 2. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes are now 4-0-0 against the Bruins 
this season, winning by a combined score of 21-1. 

Lightning at Maple Leafs 

Game 1: Maple Leafs 5, Lightning 0 | Toronto leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? You’d have to dig deep to come up with a 
better way for Mitch Marner to start his postseason, or for the 
Maple Leafs to start theirs. No player took — or deserved — 
more heat for Toronto’s most recent playoff disasters. Those 
are the breaks when you make almost $11 million against 
the cap and score exactly zero times spread over two 
straight series losses. Those weren’t instances of bad luck, 
either. He looked awful. On Monday night, though, Marner 
was all over the place; he was creating chances on the 
power play, setting up goals and scoring himself, on a slick 
move in tight against one of the best goalies on Earth. The 
earlier he got a performance like this under his belt, the 
better. If things are going to be different for Toronto, Marner 
will have to be different, too. That was a terrific first step. 

What was the key? Toronto’s special-teams play. They were 
5-for-5 on the kill, including a five-minute, first-period power 
kill spearheaded by Marner and a shorthanded goal by David 
Kämpf. That alone would’ve been enough. Auston 
Matthews added a power-play goal to make it 2-0, though. 

Key stat: Andrei Vasilevskiy allowed 3.64 goals above 
expected, according to Natural Stat Trick. If he doesn’t find 
his 2019-21 form, Tampa is going to have problems. 

Blues at Wild 

Game 1: Blues 4, Wild 0 | St. Louis leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Welcome to the NHL playoffs, Ville 
Husso. There were some questions about who would open 
the series in the blue paint for St. Louis, and the starter 
proved his coaches right after a strong regular season. This 
was by no means an easy night for him; the Wild generated 
the majority of the shots and created more quality chances at 
five-on-five. Plus, they had six power-play opportunities that 
added another 15 unblocked shots to Husso’s workload, 
bringing him up to 53 all situation unblocked shots, 37 of 
which reached the net. And he stopped every single one. 

What was the key? Special teams were a back-breaker for 
the Wild and a momentum builder for St. Louis. The Blues 
are one of the better short-handed teams in the league, 
rating in the top-10 in expected and actual goals against in 
the regular season. Minnesota can’t seem to figure out their 
play on the advantage, and it was deflating last night. 

Key stat: Ville Husso saved 3.47 goals above expected in all 
situations according to Evolving-Hockey. 

Kings at Oilers 

Game 1: Kings 4, Oilers 3 | Los Angeles leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Trevor Moore and Phillip Danault were 
equally dominant on the Kings’ second line which took 
control of the game. Edmonton flexed its special teams’ 
muscles with two power-play goals in Game 1, but it didn’t 
matter because the Danault line — missing its regular third 
piece, Viktor Arvidsson — singlehandedly won the game at 
even-strength with a 3-0 goal differential. Moore made a 
strong defensive play to break the cycle, transition up the ice 
and then finish a slot chance on the first goal and then later 
had a gorgeous no-look pass from behind the net to Alex 
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Iafallo on LA’s second goal. Danault played a combined 8:26 
at 5-on-5 head-to-head against the Draisaitl or McDavid line 
in which Edmonton managed just a single shot on goal, a 
testament to that line’s elite two-way performance. 

What was the key? The goaltending difference wasn’t the 
biggest factor in Game 1, but it certainly loomed large. Mike 
Smith had a disastrous turnover on L.A.’s game-winner and 

may want Brendan Lemieux’s goal back as well. His 
counterpart, Jonathan Quick, turned back the clock by 
displaying his incredible athleticism all night. 

Key stat: Leon Draisaitl had zero shots at 5-on-5 and his line 
was outshot 9-2 as a whole. Draisaitl’s line losing its 5-on-5 
matchup is a big reason why the Kings had a 4-1 goals edge 
at even-strength. 

 

 

 

 

Canes playoff newbies serve as catalysts for Game 1 win 

By Ryan Bisesi 

Raleigh, N.C. — At the start of their fourth consecutive 
playoff appearance, the Carolina Hurricanes are showing off 
some new tools against the Boston Bruins. 

On Monday, they did more than get the job done. 

The Canes drew up the right blueprint in a 5-1 win in Game 1 
of the opening round of the Stanley Cup playoffs at PNC 
Arena. A blend of strong goaltending, the usual effective 
penalty kill and ability to withstand a flurry of chances in the 
first period all culminated in the all-important 1-0 series lead. 

While the Bruins' playoff experience outweighs Carolina's, it 
was a collective effort of two players playing their first playoff 
game that stood out. 

Seth Jarvis' deflection broke a scoreless tie late in the 
second period, and goalie Antti Raanta was near-perfect in 
the first playoff start of his nine-year career with 35 saves. 

It wasn't their best effort – Boston out shot Carolina 36-25 – 
but the Hurricanes had some timely defensive plays and 
closed the gap on scoring chances after starting slow. 

Naturally, questions surrounded the Canes goaltending play 
with starter Frederik Andersen out with an injury. It's 
arguable Raanta keeping the game scoreless in the first 
period was the most important phase of the night. The Bruins 
were out shooting the Canes 9-1 at one point as Raanta 
survived the rush. 

"He was our backbone in the first period," Vincent Trocheck 
said of Raanta. 

Brendan Smith swatted away a puck that trickled behind 
Raanta in the first period that nearly gave the Bruins the first 
goal. Boston's Taylor Hall nearly tied the game with a 
slapshot that hit the post minutes after he cut it to 2-1. 
Breaks aside, this was a resounding win that proved this 
year's team has different capabilities than the one that faced 
the Bruins in 2019 and 2020 playoff appearances. 

The Canes started the playoffs as they ended the regular 
season – on a hot streak that included dominance over 
Boston. 

Twelve Canes players ended up with a point. Jarvis had two, 
one from his goal and a second when he got in front of 
Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm. 

"Slavin just made a great shot on net and I was just able to 
get a stick on it," Jarvis said. 

Jarvis' goal and Nino Niederreiter's tally came 2:10 apart and 
put the Canes in a good spot, up 2-0 going into the final 
period. Even the flair was there when Vincent Trocheck's 
backhanded shot went off the back of the head of Boston 
goalie Linus Ullmark to shut the door. 

The team didn't skate on Tuesday and opted to hold 
meetings instead. The 20-year-old Jarvis, who netted 17 
goals during the regular season, was still plenty energized on 
the day after. 

"I'm still pretty amped up," Jarvis said. "It's something I'll 
never forget." 

Outside PNC Arena, an awning with 16 boxes showed that 
one of them was filled, indicating the number of victories 
needed to win the Stanley Cup. Although the four-goal 
margin of victory was definitive, coach Rod Brind'Amour was 
quick to point out the first-period sluggishness and how 
Raanta's play saved them. 

"The first 10 minutes was not pretty," said Brind'Amour. "I 
don't know how we got through it. The goalie made the 
saves. That's the difference maker always in hockey. Your 
goalie can make the game look really good for you or vice 
versa. He was good. He was on it." 

That level of consistency in net is what they'll need if they 
want to win 15 more games. 

The puck drops for Game 2 at 7 p.m. on Wednesday. Tickets 
were still available as of Tuesday morning. 
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Burnside: Raanta's Summer of Loss & Season Of New Beginnings 

By Scott Burnside  

RALEIGH, NC. - From a summer of loss, to a season of 
challenging new beginnings in new surroundings, to an 
unexpected starring role in the playoffs, it has been a season 
of great upheaval for the man they call Father Finn, Antti 
Raanta. 

And the truth there is much road to travel before the final 
chapters are written in this unlikely, meandering narrative. 

But to find out how we got here, we have to go back to last 
summer, to the Raanta family home on the western coast of 
Finland, north of Turku. 

Raanta, 32, was coming off his fourth season with the 
rebuilding Arizona Coyotes and was an unrestricted free 
agent. 

Carolina Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon had approached 
Raanta's pal, Teuvo Teravainen, with whom Raanta had 
played with in Chicago on the Stanley Cup winning 
Blackhawks in 2015. 

Teravainen called and wanted an update on Raanta's health. 

"He said, 'how's your body?'" Raanta recalled with a smile. 
"He was doing the scouting."  

But the summer of 2021 wasn't just about figuring out the 
next chapter in Raanta's professional career, it was a 
summer that would test the family's resolve, as they were 
forced to come to terms with unexpected family loss. 

It began with both Raanta's father and grandfather being 
hospitalized. 

For a time it appeared as though both would recover, but it 
would not be so. 

Raanta's grandfather, 88, had suffered from dementia and 
related physical and mental problems. Hospitalized, he 
contracted COVID and passed away. 

"He always wanted to do his own thing," Raanta recalled. 
"He was also, 'I'm not going to get the vaccine, I'm not going 
to take the vaccine,' and obviously then he got COVID. I 
think it was three or four days later and that was it." 

Raanta recalled being in the local funeral home making plans 
for his grandfather's funeral and thinking his grandfather was 
in a better place and finding some solace in that. 

A few days later Raanta's phone rang around 2 a.m. and it 
was his older brother calling to say that his father had 
passed away. 

Raanta's father had undergone surgery and contracted an 
infection in the lungs that ultimately led to his death. 

"His body had just shut down," Raanta said. 

He pauses as he considers that time, planning not just one 
funeral, but two, and then also trying to make the critical 
decision for himself and his family about what he was going 
to do vis a vis returning to the NHL for the coming season. 

"You just couldn't believe it. It was kind of like, what is going 
on?" Raanta said. 

"I think the last two-three weeks (before returning to North 
America) you were trying to focus on daily stuff but it was just 
kind of something where your mind wasn't there and you 
were still trying to work out and do the right things," Raanta 
said. "Obviously it was really tough. You just had to put 
hockey aside for a little bit." 

Given the above, it's no surprise that the netminder was the 
Canes 2022 Masterton Trophy nominee. 

 Even though time has passed there are still moments when 
Raanta will remember what and who has been lost. 

"There's still days where you kind of like remember all the 
good things and get a little emotional," he said. "I just try to 
think positive and try to think maybe of them in a better place 
now. No pain, no suffering. It's just something that you try to 
keep in your mind." 

His father was so proud of Raanta. Sometimes during their 
regular phone calls Raanta's father would mention people in 
the community he'd run into back home and how they said to 
say hello even if Raanta really didn't know who his father 
was talking about. 

And there was the ritual both pre- and post-game that 
connected the two across the miles. 

"Before every game he used to text me. Sometimes it was 
just a thumb's up. Then he figured out the emojis it started to 
get a little wild. It was always a little puzzle before the game 
to figure out what that means, but mostly it was just like fire 
emoji or something like that," Raanta said. "After the game 
we win or lose he always say, 'hey you did whatever you 
can.' Sometimes you're kind of like, 'oh, I could have 
probably stopped a couple of those' but he never went there. 
He knew that win or lose that doesn't matter if you're playing 
in the NHL." 

The first time he pulled on his Carolina Hurricanes jersey 
Raanta admitted it was a painful reminder that those rituals 
had come to an end. 

"It was super weird when I played my first game this season 
and kind of went and checked your phone all the time like, 
'what's going on?'" he said. 

Now when he reaches for his phone there'll be a text from 
his brother who has in some ways stepped in to fill the void 
left by their father's passing. 
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Raanta's mother has worked in the local social services 
department helping allocate funds for the less fortunate in 
the community for decades. She waits to get a text from 
Raanta's older brother or someone else in the family loop 
after Raanta's games to make sure she can check in on how 
her son has done. 

"I think somebody, maybe my brother or somebody, texts my 
mom in the morning, 'hey, it's okay, good game. And then 
when she gets off from the work she watches the whole 
game," Raanta said. 

Raanta's father looked after the local rink during hockey 
season and the soccer fields in the summer. In keeping with 
family tradition Raanta's older brother is now looking after 
those duties at home. His uncle works at the arena, too. 

Raanta's brother is two years older and learned to play 
hockey at the age of six. Raanta followed him to the rink and 
with their father's blessing there was always an opportunity 
to get on the ice when school was out. 

Raanta was a defenseman until he was 11 or 12, but had 
always played goal when the local boys played floor hockey 
in the gym. So, when the team's goalie decided he'd had 
enough of the position Raanta put up his hand. 

"Pretty much went once in the net and that was it. Never 
looked back," Raanta said with a smile. 

Along with his own team Raanta also practiced with his 
brother's team, even though those boys were two years older 
so all of a sudden the new goaltender was getting hours of 
practice between the pipes. 

As he got older Raanta also started to go to watch the local 
town team play. At first it was the hockey and then it was a 
young cheerleader for the team that caught Raanta's 
attention. 

The young girl would become his wife and the mother of his 
two children, a daughter, 5, and son, 2. 

"She never wants me to tell me the story, but she was 
actually the cheerleader for my hometown hockey team and I 
was playing in juniors and went to see all the games," 
Raanta said. "At some point it kind of changed that I didn't 
want to see the games anymore I just went to see her. So 
that's pretty much how it started. It's been almost 15 years. 
It's been a long time." 

Raanta, presumably thanks in part to a glowing scouting 
report from Teravainen, signed a two-year deal with the 
Hurricanes on July 28, worth $2 million annually. 

It didn't take long once Raanta got to Raleigh to understand 
that this team was unlike any he had ever played for since 
breaking into the NHL as an undrafted free agent with 
Chicago in 2013. 

"When I got to the rink the first time I was, whoa, these guys 
are serious. The workouts that Billy (head strength and 
conditioning coach Bill Burniston) puts up, the workouts that 
the guys are doing I was okay, this is where I have to step up 
also," Raanta said. 

On the walls of the Hurricanes locker room are various 
reminders of the expectations. 

'Win the day'. '1-0'. 'Our standard is the standard'. 

"You could see that hard-working mentality and then you're 
kind of, 'okay, this is not a playground anymore.' I think that 
was a big wakeup call. Kind of, 'okay, let's step it up,'" 
Raanta added. 

Maybe it was the expectations, maybe it was the fact Raanta 
played just one game after March 22 of 2021 through to 
October 29 of this season, maybe it was that Raanta's 
partner, Frederik Andersen, was absolutely on fire to start 
the season and commanding the net through the first month 
of the season. 

And maybe, well, maybe it was just life. 

But Raanta didn't get a lot of work early on and didn't get off 
to the start he'd hoped for. 

It created a period where he was searching for his groove 
both mentally and physically, and in the search questioning 
his own abilities. 

"I was probably overreacting a little bit and then you start to 
be all over the place. I think that was kind of where you a 
little bit lose your own self and your own game," Raanta said. 
"And when you're trying to play that catchup game for a little 
bit and then you almost end up feeling like I can't even stop 
one shot." 

Raanta credits goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder with 
regrouping and refocusing his attention where it needed to 
be. 

"I think when we figured that out with Paulie it all starts in the 
practice. Having that good mental mindset in the practice 
and just doing the right thing. You don't have to work super 
hard you just have to do the right things and focus on the 
right things. If you try to be all over the place it's not going to 
help anyone," Raanta said. 

"It took a little while to adjust. I think last two months 
probably have been most consistent and that's kind of what 
I've been always trying to do is being consistent day in day 
out," the veteran netminder added. "You do your best and 
just try and give the team a chance to win and that's only 
what it comes down to. If there's going to be a bad goal 
there's going to be a bad goal. There's going to be some 
saves where you're like I don't know how I did that but I 
made that save and so it's working day in day out having that 
right mindset and I think that was a big change, big 
adjustment to kind of realize the hockey didn't change it's just 
the team kind of changed in front of you." 

Starting in late February with a 31-save win over Pittsburgh, 
a team at the time vying to stay in the hunt for the top spot in 
the Metropolitan Division with Carolina, Raanta has been 
rock solid. He's gone 9-2-3 in his last 14 decisions (regular 
season and postseason) and thrust into the number one role 
with Andersen out of the lineup due to a lower-body injury. 
Included in that run was a sparkling 36-save effort in a 
shutout win over Stanley Cup-favorite Colorado, the only 
time the Avs were shut out all season. 

"It took a little bit longer than I wanted, obviously, but now 
when you've been playing more and you're getting more 
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comfortable it's just like you know why didn't I do this straight 
away in October?" Raanta said with a laugh. 

"Never too high but never too low also, you want to ride in 
that middle wave all the time," Raanta said of his mindset in 
recent weeks. "So I think that helped me to kind of get into 
the team also. Kind of show to the guys that hey you can 
trust me also. It was a big thing for me." 

Looking back on all of this Schonfelder wasn't all that 
surprised at how things unfolded for Raanta. 

"When you come to a new team it's different for everybody. 
You want to fit in, you want to show everybody why you're 
here and what you can do and sometimes that just kind of 
overtakes just going out there and playing and keeping it 
simple and getting back to what you do well," the goaltending 
coach said. 

"In our conversations it was 'we got you here for a reason, 
because we like you, so just go out there and play and do 
your thing.' But, easier said than done," Schonfelder said. 

Both Andersen and Raanta are veteran goalies, so 
Schonfelder's job has been more tinkering and focusing on 
the things each does well and making sure those habits are 
repeated. 

With Raanta, the two worked a bit on his stance and some of 
positioning around the posts. 

"But nothing huge," Schonfelder said. 

"The way he's playing now we want it to continue. We want 
him to be consistent with it," he said. 

For Schonfelder, the measure of Raanta's evolution was 
crystalized after a recent loss. "You could tell in terms of his 
mindset maybe from the beginning of the year to now the 
one thing he mentioned was 'I'm hungry to get back on the 
ice again.'" When things aren't going well for a goaltender 
sometimes there's a tendency to want to stay away from the 
games. 

"You don't want to go back in there and make a mistake, you 
don't want to lose again, but he's got that hunger and that's 
all mindset," Schonfelder said. "He's just in a really good 
place right now mentally. And the mental side's going to 
unlock the physical side." 

 There are so many factors that go into finding a comfort 
zone, especially for goaltenders whose work loads and 
practice routines are different than skaters. 

Certainly having his family settle in nicely to the rhythm of the 
team and the community has been key. 

If you happen to be at PNC Arena for a Hurricanes game 
and look down in the corner where Raanta is warming up, 
you'll see his biggest fans, his kids. 

"They usually come to the warmups and then they spend 
maybe first and second period," Raanta said of his cheering 
section. "You can see my son is like right now, he's staring 
the whole warmup behind the glass in that corner. He's just 
like he's following and now I think now he realizes who I am 
with my mask on and everything else. And then my daughter 
is just like pretty much like a cheerleader just jumping and 
going crazy. It's a lot of fun. My wife said that usually when 

we're playing on the road they watch the game a little bit and 
then they start playing in the living room like they're playing 
the game." 

His daughter has started skating and Raanta's son, of 
course, is demanding that he, too, have a chance on the 
skates. 

And the kids are especially excited when the Finnish boys 
come over, Teravainen, Sebastian Aho, and Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi, whose father used to coach Raanta back in the 
day in Finland. 

"He was 11 when I was playing in his hometown and his dad 
was coaching me. I remember when I was that big tall guy 
and now he came in and I'm looking up at him thinking 'what 
happened?' What happened in those nine years?" Raanta 
wondered aloud. 

It's amazing, but nine years in the NHL and outside of his 
brief time with Teravainen in Chicago - part of one season - 
Raanta has never enjoyed the company of Finnish 
teammates. Carolina, of course, has become a magnet for 
talented Finns and the ability to step into the comfort of your 
own language over a dinner on the road or at the Raanta 
house is not to be understated. 

"Talking with Teuvo a little bit he was helping us to get us a 
house and he was like, yeah that's a good area, that's a 
good place," Raanta said. "I think it's been great. Even for 
my wife and for my kids. Some nights guys are coming over 
and we have dinner, and I think my daughter has a big crush 
for Sebastian. Everybody knows that." 

Recently she joined the boys on a golf outing much to her 
delight. 

"I think it's been a little bit more of what I was expecting. 
More fun," Raanta said. "Sometimes when you have 
something in your mind and you want to get it out you go to 
the corner and talk with Teuvo or KK or Sebastian and get 
that out of the system and you don't have to think about how 
to say that in English. There's no language barrier anymore. 
It's been a lot of fun." 

Teravainen recalled how important Raanta's counsel was 
when Teravainen got called up to the big club during what 
would be a Stanley Cup run for the Blackhawks in the spring 
and summer of 2015. 

When Dundon broached the subject of Raanta's availability 
this summer, Teravainen felt it would be a great fit. 

"I was right away really excited. I wanted this guy here," 
Teravainen said. "It's a great fit for him. And he's been really 
good for us." 

Now Teravainen has seen his friend and mentor become the 
kind of goaltender he knew all along he would be for the 
Hurricanes. 

"It's all about confidence really and you can see his 
confidence getting better and better as the season has been 
moving along," Teravainen said. "He's played just the way I 
thought he would play and it's a great level of play." 

 So, now what? 
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Well, with Frederik Andersen's availability for the playoffs in 
question, Raanta has moved seamlessly into at least a 
temporary starter's role. 

The 32-year-old made his first playoff start Monday, denying 
35 out of 36 to earn a series-opening win for his club over 
Boston. But he views the post-season through the same lens 
that everyone in the Carolina locker room views the coming 
challenge - as a tremendous opportunity. 

"It's a different mindset and I think everyone in this room is 
expecting us to make that step this year and I think that's 
realistic," Raanta said. "You see what we've been doing the 
whole year. We've been really consistent as a team also. 
Obviously in Chicago I saw the big names what they did in 
the playoff run and I was really close to that and I can see 
that there are similarities in this room to what we had in 
Chicago in 2015." 

  

 

 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Picks: Why the Hurricanes Will Beat the Bruins 

By Gary Pearson 

After being humiliated in all three regular-season encounters 
against Carolina, the Boston Bruins have a point to prove in 
their first-round series against the favored Hurricanes.  

The Hurricanes are -120 favorites, according to NHL playoff 
odds, to oust the Bruins. Carolina enjoyed a sensational 8-2-
0 run in the final 10 games, capping off what was an 
outstanding regular season.  

Almost as good both home and away, the Hurricanes enter 
the playoffs brimming with confidence. Rod Brind’Amour’s 
team had the third-best away record (25-12-4) and fifth-best 
home record (29-8-4).  

The Bruins were also road warriors and had the sixth-best 
away record, going 25-13-3 over the course of the year. 

Had it not been for Frederik Andersen’s recent lower-body 
injury which will prevent him from starting Game 1 on 
Monday evening, Carolina would be more prohibitive 
favorites when it comes to NHL odds for the series. 

Carolina Humiliated Boston in Regular Season Series  

When you look up the definition of whitewash in the 
dictionary, you’ll find a picture of the Boston Bruins running 
for cover, looking for a way to escape the Hurricanes’ 
relentless onslaught.  

Carolina beat up on Boston this season, winning all three 
games by a combined 16-1 score. The first ended 3-0, the 
second 7-1 and the third, yet another shutout, this time by a 
6-0 margin.  

Aside from hits, Boston was outclassed in pretty much every 
other facet, begging the question, can the Bruins find a way 
to bridge the wide gap when they travel to Carolina on 
Monday night? 

Is Frederik Andersen’s Injury the Great Equalizer?  

Andersen will not play on Monday night. That much is 
known. He hit the ice on Sunday for the first time since 
sustaining a lower-body injury against Colorado on April 16.  

However, the date of his specific return is unknown. The 
Hurricanes will either start Game 1 with Antti Raanta or 
rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, who made his NHL debut on April 
23, less than two weeks ago.  

Kochetkov, with a 3-0-0 record, 2.42 GAA and .902 save 
percentage, has been solid in the inchoate stage of his NHL 
career. But surely it’s too soon to give him the nod in Game 1 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Raanta will probably start Game 1 for the favored 
Hurricanes.  

The Bruins also have a goaltending dilemma to siphon 
through. 

Both Jeremy Swayman and Linus Ullmark made 41 starts 
and shared the load in the regular season. Swayman and 
Ullmark performed well, with both netminders among the top 
10 GAA. 

Boston will probably go with whichever goaltender 
performing the best on that given day, rotating on a game-to-
game basis if need be. Historically, that’s never been a 
winning formula at this time of year. Ullmark, who has played 
well in recent weeks, should get the Game 1 assignment.  

Even if Andersen is unable to return early in the series, the 
Hurricanes should have just about enough to get by the 
Bruins.  

Hurricanes vs. Bruins Best Bets 

Series Winner: Carolina Hurricanes -120 

Series to End in Six Games: +200  

Carolina to Win 4-2: +500 
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Wolves end AHL season as top team in the league 

By Sarah A  

By The Numbers 

Record: 50-16-5-5 (110 points; clinched 1st in Central 
Division; clinched 1st in AHL by points percentage) 

Goals/Game: 3.43 

Goals Against/Game: 2.55 

Shots/Game: 34.41 

Shots Against/Game: 26.07 

Power Play % (Rank): 19.6% (T-12th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 83.2% (5th)  

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (101) — 1st in 
league 

Most Goals: Stefan Noesen (48) — 1st in league 

Most Assists: Andrew Poturalski (73) 

Next Game: To be determined! 

(stats as of May 3, 2022)  

Game 75: Wolves 6, Griffins 3 

The Wolves ended their season series against the Grand 
Rapids Griffins in typically high spirited fashion, even if they 
did have to come from behind to secure the win.  

Jack Drury opened scoring just 1:37 into the game, receiving 
a pass from Josh Leivo as they raced towards the net. The 
Griffins took the lead with two goals in under two minutes, 
one of which came shorthanded for Grand Rapids. The 
second period saw the Wolves tie the game thanks to David 
Cotton, who was well-placed to put home a rebound from a 
Jalen Chatfield shot. 

Despite the tying goal, Ryan Warsofsky was still looking for a 
better response from his team, which has dominated the 
Griffins this season. He got that response very quickly in the 
third period, with both Andrew Poturalski and Drury scoring 
in the first 10 minutes.  

Drury’s goal, his 20th of the season, made him the fifth 
player on the team to hit that mark this season. It’s the 
seventh time in franchise history that the team has had five 
players with at least 20 goals, and the first time since 2009-
10.  

While the Griffins picked up another goal to make the score 
4-3, the Wolves shut the Griffins down for the rest of the 
game. In the final five minutes of the period, the Griffins only 
registered one shot, while Josh Leivo scored an empty netter 
and Stefan Noesen added another goal in the final 20 
seconds of play.  

Scoring: Jack Drury, 2 G; Josh Leivo, 1 G, 1 A; Andrew 
Poturalski, 1 G, 1 A; Stefan Noesen, 1 G, 1 A; David Cotton, 
1 G; Jalen Chatfield, 2 A; Tarmo Reunanen, 2 A; Richard 
Panik, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 1 A; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 A 

In net: Jack LaFontaine, saved 22 of 25, 0.880 sv%  

Game 76: Wolves 3, IceHogs 2 

Good news for Wolves fans: Alex Lyon managed to return to 
action in the final game of the season, adding clarity to the 
Wolves goaltending situation going into the playoffs. In what 
could be a preview of the Wolves’ first playoff matchup, the 
team held on for a 3-2 win over the rival Rockford IceHogs.  

The game was as feisty as any game between the two local 
teams, with Kyle Marino picking up a fighting penalty early in 
the second period, and Spencer Smallman getting a 10 
minute misconduct call at the end of the third for continuing 
an altercation.  

Through all of the fisticuffs and bad blood, the Wolves 
managed to pepper IceHogs goaltender Cale Morris with 54 
shots, the first time all season the Wolves have topped the 
50-shot mark. (Their previous high was 48 against the 
Griffins in November. In the first period alone, the Wolves 
outshot the IceHogs 23-4; the IceHogs finished the game 
with 25 shots total. 

The Wolves jumped out to a lead in the first period, with 
Stefan Noesen recording his 47th of the season. Andrew 
Poturalski was initially credited with the goal but review 
showed that Noesen redirected the shot at the front of the 
net. That assist gave Poturalski his 100th point of the 
season.  

The second goal, from Mattheos, came off of some hard 
work from Kyle Marino, whose determined play forced a 
Rockford turnover. Jamieson Rees received the puck and 
sent it to the net, and Mattheos scored on the rebound.  

Rockford pulled within one towards the end of the second 
period, but Noesen turned in his astounding 48th goal of the 
season early in the third, scoring off of a pass from Jack 
Drury to restore the two-goal lead. Poturalski picked up an 
assist on the play, ending his season with 101 points.  

While Rockford scored again in the final minute of play, they 
weren’t able to find the equalizer and the Wolves left 
Rockford with a win. The Wolves win, coupled with a 
Stockton loss, secured the honors for the Wolves as the best 
team in the league. Their .724 points percentage sets a new 
franchise record.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 2 G; Stelio Mattheos, 1 G; Andrew 
Poturalski, 2 A; Jack Drury, 1 A; CJ Smith, 1 A; Jamieson 
Rees, 1 A; Kyle Marino, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 23 of 25, 0.920 sv%  
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Season Honors 

The Wolves ended the season with several individual and 
team accolades:  

 First All-Star Team: Andrew Poturalski and Stefan 
Noesen 

 Harry “Hap” Holmes Memorial Award: Alex Lyon — 
for goaltenders who played at least 25 games for 
the team that finishes with the lowest GAA.  

 Willie Marshall Award: Stefan Noesen — leading 
goal scorer with 48 

 John B. Sollenberger Trophy: Andrew Poturalski — 
leading point producer with 101. Poturalski is the 
fifth skater ever to win back-to-back scoring titles 
and is the first AHL player to score 100 points since 
the 2009-10 season. 

 Macgregor Kilpatrick Trophy Champions: Awarded 
to the team with the best record in the league, 
giving the Wolves home-ice advantage for their 
entire playoff run. 

The Wolves await the winner of the best-of-three series 
between the Rockford IceHogs and Texas Stars. Those 
games take place in Rockford on May 4, 6, and 7 (if 
necessary).  
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About Last Night: Welcome to the Party 

By Brett Finger  

Last night was a night 1,312 games in the making for the 
NHL. After a grueling regular season, the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Boston Bruins led off the league’s 2022 
playoff schedule. 

For Carolina’s Seth Jarvis, last night was a night 573 days in 
the making. 

Less than two years after getting drafted by the Hurricanes 
with the 13th overall pick in the 2021 draft, he was on the big 
stage, playing in his first NHL playoff game and doing so in 
front of a rabid home crowd and a national ESPN primetime 
audience. 

If you had been paying attention, it wasn’t surprising that the 
opening goal-scorer was Jarvis, the youngest player on 
either side of the PNC Arena ice on Monday. 

Jarvis closed out his standout rookie season with points in 
seven consecutive games and 12 points in his last 12 
outings. 

That point streak was extended into playoff action, where the 
20-year-old looked right at home and ready for the moment. 

“It just kind of was embedded in me from a young age. To 
just not be scared out there,” said Jarvis after the game. “I 
think when you play scared is when you make mistakes and 
that’s when your game kind of falls apart. It’s honestly, just 
about staying confident and obviously the help of my 
linemates.” 

His linemates were, of course, established NHL forces 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov, the latter of whom 
was with him in front of Linus Ullmark and providing the 
second layer of net-front on the second-period goal that 
finally broke the ice and opened the floodgates for Carolina’s 
offense. 

Like Jarvis, Svechnikov arrived on the big stage and scored 
Carolina’s first goal of the postseason during his rookie year 
all the way back in 2019. One year later, a rookie Martin 
Necas scored in game one of the best-of-three play-in series 
against the New York Rangers. 

Jarvis has proven time and again that he is, indeed, the next 
in line of the Hurricanes’ bright-eyed youngsters to make an 
impact on the biggest games of the year. When he was on 
the ice at 5-on-5, the Hurricanes produced five high-danger 
shot attempts and didn’t give up a single high-danger 
chance-against. 

He, like the rest of his teammates, went to the front of the net 
with purpose and got rewarded for doing so. 

For a national audience, Jarvis might be a revelation, but for 
those around the team, it was just another night at the office 
for a player who has routinely risen above the expectations 
placed on him. 

Another Debut 

Jarvis didn’t have to wait all that long to have his first playoff 
moment. Antti Raanta, however, had a much longer journey. 

Ten days before his 33rd birthday, Raanta made his first 
NHL playoff start, and he showed out impressively, stopping 
all but one of the 36 shots he faced en route to his first NHL 
playoff win. 

“Obviously, a little butterflies here and there,” said Raanta, 
who was named the first star of the game. “As we came on 
the ice, it was just crazy to get on the ice and hear the crowd. 
You just started to get the energy from them. Pretty much 
when the game started, it was just focusing on one puck at a 
time, one shot at a time... It was an awesome, awesome 
feeling to play and get the win.” 

Of his 36 saves, 24 were before Jarvis’ goal with 3:32 left in 
the second period. 

As lopsided as the final tally was, it wouldn’t have been that 
way without Raanta’s play, especially in the first and second 
periods, where Boston controlled the lion’s share of the 
scoring opportunities and could have very easily netted the 
first goal of the NHL postseason. 

The Hurricanes will continue to go without Frederik 
Andersen, at least for the next few games, but the team is in 
a position with a veteran goalie who has been waiting for this 
opportunity for a very long time. Raanta is a number one 
goalie for a team that hopes to win the Stanley Cup. 

If game one was any indicator, the Hurricanes appear to be 
in very competent hands. 

A Different Team 

This is Carolina’s fourth consecutive playoff appearance, and 
they are trying to do something that they haven’t been able 
to do up to this point - topple the Bruins. 

In 2019, their Cinderella run ended with a thud, thanks to a 
four-game Eastern Conference Finals sweep at the hands of 
the Bruins. In 2020, the Hurricanes were infinitely more 
competitive, but they still saw their season end after five 
games with the Bruins in the first round. 

In both of those series, it was apparent from game one that 
the Hurricanes were the team trying to play up to the Bruins. 
Boston made all of the big plays, scored all of the big goals, 
and possessed the aura of a championship-caliber hockey 
team that Carolina just wasn’t ready for. 

Last night, the roles were reversed. 

The Hurricanes were phenomenal in the regular season, but 
laying an egg in game one would’ve caused people to forget 
about that quickly. That’s not what happened, though. 

It was far from a perfect game from Rod Brind’Amour’s team, 
but through it all, there was never a sense of panic or 
impending doom like in years past. From start to finish, the 
Hurricanes played and acted like a team that had been there, 
which they have, but so has Boston. 

For years, the Bruins have represented the team that the 
Hurricanes aspired to be. But, perhaps, this is the changing 
of the guard in that respect. In their three playoff matchups 
with the B’s under Brind’Amour, this is the first time that the 
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Hurricanes have won game one of the series and the first 
time that they’ve won a game by multiple goals. 

At best, game one was the Hurricanes putting their foot down 
and telling the hockey world that they are predators and not 
the prey. At worst, it was a statement to the Bruins that this 
Canes team isn’t the same one that got rolled over in back-
to-back postseasons. 

Either way, there is no denying that the Hurricanes carry a 
different vibe in their third go-round. From top to bottom, the 
Hurricanes are now a team that can go toe-to-toe with the 
best teams in the East. Carolina’s least-used forward in 
game one was Teuvo Teravainen, who ended up scoring the 
pivotal goal in the third period of a 2-1 game to extend the 
lead back to two and take the wind out of Boston’s sails. 

Brind’Amour and his staff are rolling four lines, and all of 
them had an impact in game one. The difference between 
the Canes’ most-used and least-used forwards at 5-on-5 play 
was just four minutes. 

No, these Bruins aren’t as dominant as the Bruins of recent 
years, but this series is huge for the Hurricanes. Obviously, it 
matters in that they want to win a cup, but on top of that, this 

core of Carolina players needs to overcome the hurdle that 
has undercut them in two of the last three seasons. 

Game one was an excellent start, but if we know anything 
about the Boston Bruins, it’s that they aren’t the kind of team 
that will go out quietly. There will be pushback. Brad 
Marchand, David Pastrnak, Patrice Bergeron, and Charlie 
McAvoy are star players who will be heard from, especially 
when the series goes to Boston for games three and four. 

The Hurricanes will take it one game at a time, and after 
three years of playoff experience for many of these young 
players, those games won’t feature any surprises. 

“It’s another game,” said Brind’Amour after game one. “It’s a 
big game. But their preparation and everything they do, 
they’ve done it all year. That’s the thing about our group. 
They’ve worked hard every night for the whole year so that 
nothing really has to change.” 

Every playoff game is big, but this first-round series doesn’t 
feel like just another first-round series. This one has a 
history, one that the Hurricanes are determined to prevent 
from repeating itself. 

Welcome to the party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261015672.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article260983417.html 
https://theathletic.com/3288603/2022/05/04/down-goes-brown-stanley-cup-playoff-pressure-rankings/ 

https://theathletic.com/3289868/2022/05/03/carolina-hurricanes-seth-jarvis-antti-raanta/ 
https://theathletic.com/3291251/2022/05/04/nhl-picks-odds-wednesday/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-playoff-newbies-serve-as-catalysts-for-game-1-win/20263421/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/burnside-raantas-summer-of-loss-and-season-of-new-beginnings/c-333440410 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/stanley-cup-playoffs-picks-why-the-hurricanes-will-beat-the-bruins 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/3/23055194/chicago-wolves-end-ahl-season-as-top-team-in-league-andrew-poturalski-stefan-noesen-

scoring-titles 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/3/23054998/about-last-night-welcome-party-carolina-hurricanes-bruins-jarvis-raanta-svechnikov-nhl-playoffs 
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What do Hurricanes, Bruins need to change after Game 1 of the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Hours before game time Monday, Boston Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy 
was talking about the work that would be done in the hours after the 
game. 

“I think you’re prepared to play the game and the adjustments come as 
you go along,” Cassidy said after the Bruins’ morning skate. “I think 
tonight at about 10:30 or 11 o’clock the coaches staffs of both teams will 
be saying, ‘OK, this is maybe the direction it’s going to go’ or it plays out 
how you think. 

“But that’s when the tinkering starts, I think. After each game you say, 
‘OK, they exposed us here or we didn’t see that coming or whatever.’ I 
think both teams are playing good hockey. But it takes a little while most 
times to get into it and get going and kind of build that animosity, 
typically.” 

That said, the Bruins were beaten 5-1 by the Carolina Hurricanes in 
Game 1 of their Stanley Cup first-round series. Let the tinkering begin. 

The Canes’ coaching room had to be a happier place late Monday night. 
But coaches are never completely pleased and that includes the Canes’ 
Rod Brind’Amour. 

Granted, the start could have been better for Carolina. The Bruins did 
their best to try and quiet a raucous crowd at PNC Arena, putting 14 
shots on net, only to have Canes goalie Antti Raanta turn away all 14. 

“They played a good game. They came out and they were good at the 
start,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday, “(Raanta) made some big stops early 
to allow us to get to our game. But there’s quite a bit we can get better at 
and we’re going to have to.” 

It’s hard to say how the game could have been affected had Boston’s 
Jake DeBrusk scored on a shot 20 seconds into the game. It was close. 
Raanta made the stop at the post. But the Bruins were inches away from 
a 1-0 lead and had other chances in the first. 

“Their goalie made saves, and there were pucks around the front of the 
net that we just couldn’t locate or take the right path to but they were 
there,” Cassidy said. “He did a good job and he held them in the game. 

“It is a team, if you have the lead on, it’s easier for us if we get the lead. 
They play better when they have it. They’re made for that, they check 
well. It opens them up a little bit if they’re behind. It could have been an 
impact on the game, for sure, if we finish.” 

Instead, with the Canes leading 2-1 in the third period, the Bruins were 
the ones caught opening it up a little bit. With defenseman Matt Grzelcyk 

pinching down the wall in the offensive zone, the Canes were able to 
transition into an odd-man rush going the other way, Teuvo Teravainen 
scoring off a Vincent Trocheck pass. 

“They have to chase the game. That’s what led to the third goal,” 
Brind’Amour said. “They were being a little more aggressive than they 
probably normally would and we were able to take advantage of it.” 

It started with a basic play, Cassidy said — a battle for the puck on the 
wall. The Canes’ Max Domi chipped the puck past Grzelcyk and out of 
the Carolina zone to Trocheck, and Teravainen went top-shelf on goalie 
Linus Ullmark. 

“They did a good job most of the night outside the dots in the walls,” 
Cassidy said. “If you look at the third goal, we’re pinched down and we 
don’t win the battle there for the puck and they get a two-on-one. That’s 
where we need to be better and that’s where they were better than us.” 

With the last change at home, Brind’Amour was able to match up the way 
he preferred. That often meant Jordan Staal’s line with Niederreiter and 
Jesper Fast on the ice with defensemen Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce 
against the Patrice Bergeron line. 

Boston’s goal came from its second line as center Erik Haula, after some 
hard work behind the Canes’ net, found Taylor Hall open in the slot to 
make it a 2-1 game. That came against Sebastian Aho’s line. 

It’s on to Game 2, Wednesday at PNC Arena. Brind’Amour could stick 
with what worked. Cassidy said Tuesday that Ullmark would start Game 
2. 

Either way, there figures to be a few more late-night coaching confabs. 

CANES-BRUINS VIEWERSHIP HIGHEST IN 20 YEARS 

The Canes received a lot of national exposure from the Game 1 victory. It 
was the most-watched opening-night playoff game in at least 20 years, 
according to Sports TV News & Updates. 

The game attracted 857,000 viewers on ESPN, topping the previous 
record of 844,000 for the Flyers-Penguins opening-night playoff game in 
2012. The Tampa Bay-Toronto playoff opener Monday had 466,000 
viewers on ESPN2. 

The Canes game was the most-watched NHL game on cable since the 
opening game of the 2021-22 season other than the Winter Classic, 
Sports TV News & Updates tweeted Tuesday. 

SHOOT, TEUVO, SHOOT 

Teuvo Teravainen was surprised Tuesday to learn he now has more 
career playoff goals (17) than assists (16). Trocheck was not. 

“He’s got a phenomenal shot. He puts it right where he wants it,” 
Trocheck said. 

Teravainen, who had 22 goals in the regular season, often has been told 
by Brind’Amour to shoot the puck more. To which Brind’Amour noted, 
“There are other things I remind him to do. ... One of his gifts is he has a 
great shot but he’s very unselfish and wants to make plays all the time.” 
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Worth the wait: Antti Raanta makes statement in Hurricanes Stanley Cup 
Playoff debut 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-Antti Raanta is the very rare hockey player who has spent a 
day with the Stanley Cup without being able to point to his name on it. At 
32, thanks to a combination of first youth and then misfortune — injuries, 
bad teams — he had played some or all of eight seasons in the NHL 
without starting a playoff game before Monday night. 

That’s an extraordinarily long wait for a goalie of Raanta’s pedigree, the 
end of a winding and circuitous road that led him here, to leading the 
Carolina Hurricanes onto the ice for the first playoff game of 2022. This 
was more than one game for Raanta, the elder statesman of the 
Hurricanes’ flock of Finns. It was the completion of a goal long delayed. 

And how far he had come to get to this 35-save performance in a 5-1 win 
over the Boston Bruins to open the postseason. His first year in the NHL, 
he backed up Corey Crawford for the Chicago Blackhawks’ first playoff 
game in St. Louis, overwhelmed and wide-eyed – anything but the calm 
and poised veteran who had known for days this start was coming, with 
his name on it. 

“At that time I was just like, I couldn’t be there, that’s way too loud and 
way too physical,” Raanta said. “But as the years go by, you’ve been 
able to be in those situations as a backup. You see what it takes. And 
obviously I’ve got a couple games under my belt, just haven’t gotten the 
start. It’s a big thing, to get that first one.” 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antii Raanta (32) rejects a shot attempt by 
Boston Bruins Charlie McAvoy (73) in the second period on Monday, 
May 2, 2022 during game one of their Stanley Cup first round series at 
PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Raanta won the Cup with the Blackhawks in 2015, but without appearing 
in a playoff game or enough regular-season games to join the list of 
championship players. (The goalie ahead of him on the depth chart, who 
did play: The infamous Scott Darling.) That earned Raanta a day with the 
trophy and a ring, but not the engraving to go with it. At other stops, with 
the New York Rangers and Arizona Coyotes, he appeared in five 
postseason games but only in relief, always the second option. 

That’s been the case to a certain extent with the Hurricanes this season. 
Of the two goalies brought in last summer, Frederik Andersen claimed 
the net early and never really let go. He’s the Vezina Trophy candidate. 
He’s been the workhorse. He’s also injured to start the playoffs, probably 
a week away at the least from returning. 

So after all these years, Raanta’s time finally arrived. He got some help 
Monday night, with Ian Cole and Brendan Smith diving behind him to 
knock loose pucks off the goal line, but he was also more than up to the 
task when the Hurricanes needed him. 

That was especially true in the opening 10 minutes, when the Hurricanes 
were the more physical team but the Bruins the more effective. By the 
end of the second period, the Hurricanes had started to wear Boston 
down. Raanta held off the Bruins long enough for his teammates to find 
their legs and their game and neither they nor he ever looked back. 

“Little butterflies, here and there,” Raanta said. “But as you come on the 
ice, it was crazy in here, to hear the crowd, you just started to get the 
energy from them. When the game started, it was just focusing on one 
puck at a time, one shot at a time. The first shot was obviously tricky, 
almost sneaking in from the short side, but after that it just felt really 

comfortable. It was an awesome, awesome feeling to play and get the 
win.” 

It was a resounding start to the postseason, the kind of series-opening 
win that can not only hold serve but set a tone going forward, exactly 
what the Hurricanes wanted even if the manner of it left some room for 
improvement. 

And the biggest question going into the series — how the Hurricanes 
would fare with Andersen out — turned out to have an easy answer. 
Andersen’s absence seemed like a big deal to people who hadn’t been 
paying attention to Raanta, but suddenly all the goaltending concerns are 
going the other direction. Linus Ullmark gave up four goals, including 
Vincent Trocheck’s short-side, tight-angle backhand — a hybrid, if you 
will — to make it 4-1. 

“We brought (Raanta) in here for that reason,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “You’ve got to have two guys. Obviously the situation 
is what it is. That’s why we brought him in here. Good for him. He had a 
great first game and we’re going to need more of it.” 

It’s not unusual for there to be goaltending issues in a Carolina-Boston 
series; it’s slightly unusual for the Bruins to have them. With Andersen 
hurt and Tuukka Rask retired, neither team has a clear No. 1; it won’t be 
surprising if Boston goes with rookie Jeremy Swayman in Game 2, just 
as it wouldn’t have been surprising if the Hurricanes had turned to Pyotr 
Kochetov if Raanta faltered. But Raanta did not falter. 

“He was awesome tonight,” said rookie Seth Jarvis, another playoff 
debutant. “He was really good. But we expect that from him. He’s an 
incredible goaltender. I didn’t know it was his first playoff (start). That’s 
awesome for him, and what more can you ask for?” 

Raata grasped his moment, long delayed, in the spotlight and never 
looked back. In the seconds before the celebration, as his teammates 
skated toward him, arms raised, he bent over and scooped the puck off 
the ice. Often, other players will make sure to claim an important 
milestone puck for a teammate. Raanta made sure to take care of it 
himself. 
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Bruce Cassidy adjusts Bruins defense, putting Hampus Lindholm with 
Brandon Carlo 

 

By Julian Benbow and Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated May 3, 2022, 
7:15 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy went into Monday’s 
playoff opener concerned less with what kind of tone the game would set 
and more with the adjustments that would ultimately come out of it. 

Following a 5-1 loss in which the Matt Grzelcyk-Brandon Carlo pair 
struggled, Cassidy made his first move. Hampus Lindholm practiced with 
Carlo, and Grzelcyk skated with Charlie McAvoy in Tuesday’s practice. 

Lindholm, who missed time with a lower-body injury toward the end of the 
regular season, and McAvoy played 15:51 together at even strength in 
Game 1. McAvoy’s work behind the net helped create the Bruins’ only 
goal, a Taylor Hall shot from out high that made it 2-1. With that pair on 
the ice, the Bruins outshot the Hurricanes, 8-3. 

Grzelcyk and Carlo, meanwhile, were on the ice when Carolina scored to 
make it 2-0 and 3-1. On the first, Carlo couldn’t close on a puck-carrier in 
the corner, and Grzelcyk couldn’t affect Jordan Staal in front of the net 
when Nino Niederreiter’s shot got through. On the latter, a failed Grzelcyk 
pinch led to Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent Trocheck breaking the other 
way. 
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“I just thought Grizz and Carlo had a bit of a challenging night,” Cassidy 
said. “So we talked about using Lindholm with Carlo at times as well.” 

Even though McAvoy and Lindholm won’t be on the top pairing, Cassidy 
said they’ll still end up on the ice together during the game. 

Lindholm averaged 22:17 minutes of ice time in his 10 regular-season 
games with the Bruins. He played 22:52 in Game 1. Cassidy said the 
move to the second pair could lead to an increase in Lindholm’s minutes. 

“It’s that time of year,” Cassidy said. “He looks healthy. So there’s a little 
bit of that involved.” 

As much as Cassidy likes the pair of McAvoy and Lindholm, he has 
considered using each on different pairs since Lindholm was acquired at 
the trade deadline. 

Lindholm worked just 76 shifts with Carlo compared with 312 with 
McAvoy, according to InStat. 

Lindholm (6 feet 4 inches) and Carlo (6-6) together give the Bruins size, 
but results were iffy in a limited sample size: outshot, 17-6, and 
outscored, 2-0, in just over 20 minutes of five-on-five ice time following 
the Lindholm acquisition. 

“Obviously, we haven’t had many games or shifts together necessarily,” 
Carlo said. “But from watching him along the bench and then just over 
the past couple years, he’s a guy that I have a lot of respect for his game. 

“I feel like I’m pretty familiar with the way that he plays the game from 
watching him. I think the biggest thing for us will be communication and 
just using our big bodies and our long sticks to keep things to the outside 
tomorrow and go from there and just continue to build chemistry. But he’s 
a great player and those kinds of players, most of the time, are fun to 
play with because he’ll make the game easier in some regards and I 
hope to do the same for him.” 

Grzelcyk and Carlo, on the other hand, are a proven pair. Of the 78 
defensive pairings across the league that have logged at least 400 
minutes, Grzelcyk and McAvoy have been on the ice for the fewest shots 
(294), the fewest shots on goal (151), and the fewest goals (10), 
according to Natural Stat Trick. 

“Grizz has played a lot of hockey with McAvoy,” Cassidy said. “They’re a 
good pair. So no concerns there for me of that chemistry.” 

Splitting the top pair spreads out the strengths of the Bruins’ two best 
defensemen. McAvoy and Lindholm are both strong on the breakout. By 
breaking them up, it brings that dimension to both of the top two pairs. 

“So now you’ve got one on each pair that can be a one-man breakout as 
opposed to loading them up,” Cassidy said. “Loading them up obviously 
freed one of the other to join the offensive attack. So you’re taking from 
one to give to another and see how it works out.” 

Ullmark to start Game 2 

In his postseason debut, goalie Linus Ullmark gave up four goals, the 
most he’s allowed since January. 

But Cassidy didn’t lay the entirety of blame at Ullmark’s feet. Instead, 
Ullmark will have the net again for Game 2. 

“He had a great run here coming into the playoffs,” Cassidy said. “We’re 
not going to judge him on one game. First playoff game. There’s a bunch 
of different things that go into that. 

“But at the end of the day, he’s going back in, and hopefully he’s the 
better goaltender. That’s how it works this time of year, right. It’s a big 
part of the game and he’ll get his chance.” 

Even though the Bruins were in control for a good stretch of Game 1, the 
score snowballed in the third period in another lopsided loss to the 
Hurricanes. 

In three regular-season losses to Carolina, the Bruins were outscored, 
16-1. 

The Bruins haven’t led in any of the four meetings this year. They had 
their chances Monday with 14 shots in the first period and Cassidy 
stressed the importance of getting on the board early. 

“Listen, we’ve got to get two or three goals at least,” Cassidy said. “We 
haven’t scored against this team. We can talk about defending all we 
want to. There’s two sides of it. We’ve got to finish early tomorrow. 

“Perfect world, let’s finish early. Let’s get a lead, see how that goes for 
us. We haven’t had a lead against this hockey club. So finish one of 
those ones early.” 
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Despite a rout in Game 1, Bruce Cassidy is sticking with Linus Ullmark in 
goal, as he should 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated May 3, 2022, 9:20 a.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy doesn’t tell reporters 
whom he will start in goal until the day before a game, and he wasn’t 
breaking tradition Monday night. 

It seemed fairly clear, though: He should go back to Linus Ullmark for 
Game 2. 

Give Ullmark the start again, even though the Bruins lost, 5-1, to the 
Hurricanes to open this first-round series. Even though fans in Raleigh 
were giggling after Ullmark was bonked off the coconut for a sloppy-
looking goal. Even though Jeremy Swayman could, in theory, be a game-
stealing goalie in waiting. There are photos of rookie Cam Ward lifting the 
2006 Stanley Cup on the walls of PNC Arena, if anyone wants a best-
case projection. 

Cassidy, a coach who likes to tinker with and toggle his lines and pairs, 
did wind up leaving his net alone for Game 2. 

“He had a great run here coming into the playoffs,” Cassidy said Tuesday 
after naming Ullmark the starter. “We’re not going to judge him on one 
game.” 

The Bruins stormed in here, but the Hurricanes blew them away. The 
Bruins made ill-timed decisions with and without the puck. They didn’t 
win nearly enough puck battles, got boxed out of traffic areas, and the 
power play … what power play? 

Nothing against Swayman, either. He’ll have his moment, maybe even in 
this series. But first, Ullmark, despite some tough-looking numbers and 
one ugly moment, should get another shot. 

This is not to say he was stellar. Ullmark, in his first playoff action after 
six years in Buffalo, allowed four goals on 20 shots. His .833 save 
percentage was an eyesore, and stood in stark contrast to what Antti 
Raanta did at the other end. 

Raanta, in the first playoff start of his nine-year career, looked shaky 
early. He flopped after a shot that squeaked through but kept it out. It 
was one of the 14 stops he made in the first period, which kept it 
scoreless. 

Ullmark held the Bruins in it, too, stopping 16 shots over the first 36 
minutes. His diciest moment came when Nino Niederreiter, during a 
scrum, pushed in a puck that Ullmark was unable to cover. Referee 
Kevin Pollock had to get on the mike and announce there was no goal 
because of goaltender interference, though no penalty was called. 

The Swedish stopper was beaten twice in the final four minutes of the 
second: on a skillful tip by rookie Seth Jarvis, and a long wrister by 
Niederreiter that saw the seas part enough for a puck, and only a puck. 
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“It’s kind of hard to say, you know,” said Ullmark, asked if he saw 
similarities in those plays. “I’m just focusing on the next one, so I haven’t 
had time to really process it and think about it and look at it. Probably 
going to do that tonight, or tomorrow, and learn from it, and then move 
on.” 

There was Teuvo Teravainen’s bar-down wrister on a two-on-one, the 
dagger after Taylor Hall cut the lead to 2-1. Matt Grzelcyk pinched but 
couldn’t keep a puck in. Vincent Trocheck sent a quick, sharp dish to 
Teravainen above the circles, and Ullmark seemed to be guarding for a 
split-second against a return feed. He was a bit slow to get over as 
Teravainen ripped one under the bar. 

UIlmark’s biggest boo-boo came with 3:01 left, when Trocheck cut wide 
and flipped a backhander that clanked in off the side of Ullmark’s mask. 
A wise play by Trocheck against a netminder who left plenty of room. 

On Monday night, Cassidy wasn’t faulting his netminder. 

“You need the saves at the end when you’re not scoring,” Cassidy said. 
“Let’s call it what it is. The two-on-one’s a great play by them. They 
executed it. Again, you don’t want to be in that position. So it’s a great 
shot. 

“The last goal, would it have mattered? Short side, he’s going to tell you 
it’s not a great goal to give up. 

“We’re not going to put anything on Ullmark. Whatever goalie’s in there 
for us, you’ve got to fight to find pucks in this series. 

“I thought it was the same at the other end early on. Raanta was fighting 
to find them, there were some rebounds there, we didn’t capitalize. It 
could have went the other way if some of those have eyes early on, but 
they didn’t. 

“We’ll have to do a better job in lanes. Linus will have to work harder to 
find it as well. That’s just the hand he’s going to be dealt. They’ve got 
some big bodies that camp themselves out front. That’s going to be the 
challenge for any goalie.” 

The Bruins didn’t get enough saves in Game 1, but they didn’t get 
enough of anything, besides effort. 

“I think the guys did a tremendous job,” Ullmark said, propping up his 
teammates. “It’s going to come down to some lucky bounces here and 
there. That’s just hockey.” 
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Bruins notebook: Drawing first blood is Game 2 key for B’s 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

The bad news from the Bruins’ 5-1 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes was 
self-evident. The end result was yet another loss to a hungry, surging 
team that has now established it has the B’s number. 

The good news? There is a silver lining if you want to look hard enough 
for it. For the first time in four games against the Canes, the B’s were 
able to control play for decent stretches throughout the game. They could 
have, and probably should have taken the first lead when they pounced 
on the Canes in the first 10 minutes. And even when they fell behind 2-0, 
they controlled play early in the third period and came within inches of 
tying it up on a Taylor Hall shot before Matt Grzelcyk’s unsuccessful 
pinch led to Teuvo Teravainen’s 2-on-1 goal that put the Canes back in 
charge. 

But the B’s could make their lives a lot easier if they could land the 
figurative first punch. In four games, they have not held the lead against 

Carolina this year. And the Canes are not a team you want to be chasing. 
They feast on desperation, as their plus-45 third period goal differential 
indicates. 

“We’ve got to finish early (on Wednesday),” said coach Bruce Cassidy 
after a fairly extensive practice at PNC Arena on Tuesday. “In a perfect 
world, we finish early. Let’s get a lead. See how that goes for us. We 
haven’t had a lead against this hockey club. Finish one of those ones 
early. How do we do that? Bear down a little bit more, make sure we hit 
the net when we do have chances when we have guys going there. Don’t 
be off-net. I thought there was some rebounds (Monday) night. (Goalie 
Antti Raanta) probably hadn’t seen a lot of action and that’s what 
happens when they don’t play for a while. They lose a bit of their rebound 
control and maybe their puck play. Let’s make sure we take advantage of 
that.” 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour was rejecting a lot of the happy talk 
surrounding the Canes’ opening win. He knows Raanta helped his team 
dodge a big bullet early on, even if it looked like Raanta was barely 
hanging on at times. 

“The first 10 minutes was not pretty,” said Brind’Amour. “But how did we 
get through it? The goalie made the saves. That’s the difference-maker, 
always, in hockey. Your goalie can make your game look really good for 
you and vice versa. He was good, he was on it and we were able to at 
least kind of get going. It would have been a different story if we’re 
chasing the game. It’s much different.” 

Lindholm, Grzelcyk flipped 

Cassidy will go with the same lineup for Game 2, including returning 
Linus Ullmark to the net. But he is making one tweak, flipping Grzelcyk 
up to play with Charlie McAvoy and having Hampus Lindholm play with 
Brandon Carlo. Part of that strategy, as Cassidy explained, is to get more 
playing time out of Lindholm. He played 22:52 on Monday. 

“I just thought Griz and Carlo had a bit of a challenging night,” said 
Cassidy. “We’ve talked about using Lindholm with Carlo at times as well. 
It also allows you in-game to put Lindholm and McAvoy together maybe 
after (Derek) Forbort and (Connor) Clifton have gone over, so you can 
still keep them as a pair. When they’re always together, they’re together 
and that’s it. So it might up Lindy’s minutes a little bit in certain situations, 
it’s that time of year. He looks healthy. So there’s a little bit of that 
involved. He can still go back to the other pairing… Griz has played a lot 
of hockey with McAvoy, they’re a good pair, so no concerns there for me 
for that chemistry.” 

When Lindholm was with McAvoy, the upside was that it freed up one of 
them to join the attack, usually McAvoy. On the B’s lone goal Monday, 
McAvoy was behind the Carolina net and won a battle that led to Hall’s 
goal. With the new pairs, it puts a “one-man breakout” on both pairs. 
We’ll find out which approach is the better one. 

When the B’s obtained Lindholm, the plan was to try him with both 
McAvoy and Carlo. But because Lindholm got injured and missed seven 
games, they haven’t played that much together. 

“We haven’t had many games or shifts together, but just watching him 
from the bench and just over the past couple of years, he’s a guy that I 
have a lot of respect for in his game,” said Carlo. “I feel I’m pretty familiar 
with how he plays the game from watching him. The biggest thing for us 
will be communication and just using our big bodies and our long sticks 
to keep things to the outside and go from there and continue to build 
chemistry.” 

B’s need more from third line 

The B’s third line of Trent Frederic, Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith got 
better as Game 1 went on, but they struggled mightily in the early going, 
especially Frederic in trying to break out pucks, But for a while now, the 
unit has not had the same oomph that it had when it was first put 
together. 
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“We just have to be hard on the puck and win our battles,” said Coyle. “I 
think a little tighter support all over the ice, especially breaking out. They 
do a good job of being over and initiating right away. There’s not a lot of 
time and space, so we have to support better, just talk and play down 
there. I think we have lot play with it more in their zone and make them 
work and wear them down that way. That’s our game. That’s how we get 
into the game and when we start feeling good, playing off the shot and 
we’ll see what happens. We were inches off on a couple of chances and 
opportunities early on. We convert on those and it could be a completely 
different story, but it’s not and that’s where we are now.” … 

Cassidy on his decision to go back with Ullmark as opposed to rookie 
Jeremy Swayman: “He had a great run here coming into the playoffs and 
we’re not going to judge him on one game. First playoff game, there’s a 
bunch of different things that go into that. But at the end of the day, he’s 
going back in and hopefully he’s the better goaltender. That’s how it 
works this time of year.” 
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Bruins reveal starting goalie for Game 2 vs. Hurricanes 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins are not going to make a goalie switch for Game 2 of 
their first-round playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Wednesday night. 

Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters Tuesday that Linus 
Ullmark will remain the starting goaltender. 

Ullmark was the starter in Game 1 on Monday night and allowed four 
goals on 24 shots against as the Hurricanes won 5-1 at PNC Arena. 

The first two Hurricanes goals were not his fault as Carolina got plenty of 
traffic in front of the net and scored on deflections. The third goal was a 
2-on-1 scorning chance that the 'Canes executed perfectly. The fourth 
goal was a bad one for Ullmark to let in, especially from the angle that 
Vincent Trocheck shot it from. 

Bruins notes: Failing to score early cost B's in Game 1 loss to Hurricanes 

But Ullmark didn't play poorly in the series opener, and based on how 
well he performed over the final two months of the regular season, he 
deserves to get at least another start.  

Another bad performance will make the debate over which goalie the 
Bruins should start pretty interesting, though. Rookie netminder Jeremy 
Swayman played well in the regular season despite a rocky finish to the 
campaign. 

It wouldn't be shocking if the Bruins turned to Swayman if Ullmark has a 
bad outing in Game 2.  

The ideal scenario for the Bruins is one of these goalies getting hot and 
making it difficult for Cassidy to take them out of the net. Ullmark will get 
another chance Wednesday night. 
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Bruins' top prospect Fabian Lysell leads historic WHL playoff upset 

 

by Nick Goss2-2 minutes 

 

The Boston Bruins weren't able to win Game 1 of their first-round Stanley 
Cup Playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes on Monday night, but 
their top prospect managed to secure a historic victory. 

Fabian Lysell, who the B's selected 21st overall in the 2020 NHL Draft, 
led the Vancouver Giants to a stunning upset of the Everett Silvertips in 
the first round of the WHL playoffs. 

Bruins notes: Failing to score early cost B's in Game 1 loss to Hurricanes 

The Giants eliminated the Silvertips with a 6-3 win in Monday night's 
Game 6, becoming the first team in league playoff history to upset a No. 
1 seed as the No. 8 seed in Round 1. 

Lysell was absolutely incredible in the series, finishing with 15 points 
(four goals, 11 assists) in the six games. 

Game 1: Five assists 

Game 2: One assist 

Game 3: One goal, one assist 

Game 4: Two goals 

Game 5: One goal 

Game 6: Four assists 

Lysell's elite offensive abilities were on full display in this series. He's a 
gifted goal scorer and a fantastic playmaker. He also plays with 
impressive speed and a high hockey IQ. There's a lot to be excited about 
with Lysell, and it's possible he could even make the Bruins roster next 
season. 

But for now, Lysell and the Giants will move on to the second round, 
where they'll face Kamloops Blazers. 
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Cassidy Switches Up Bruins Defense Pairings For Game 2 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

RALEIGH – After watching his second defensive pairing struggle mightily 
in Game 1, Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy has decided to flip-
flop the left side of his top four defense pairings for Game 2 against the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday. 

The second pairing of Matt Grzelcyk (-3) and Brandon Carlo (-2) was a 
combined minus 5 in a 5-1 loss for the Boston Bruins in Game 1.  So 
Cassidy has decided to put Matt Grzelcyk with his on again/off again 
partner over the years, and former Boston University running mate, 
Charlie McAvoy for Game 2. That will drop Hampus Lindholm down to 
the left side with Carlo. Cassidy is hoping to light a spark on the blue line 
and also allow for some in-game flexibility. 

“I just thought Grizz and Carlo had a bit of a challenging night,” the 
Boston Bruins head coach said after practice Tuesday. “So, we talked 
about using Lindholm with Carlo at times as well. It also allows you then 
to in-game put Lindholm and McAvoy together maybe after they’ve sat a 
shift for [Derek] Forbort and [Connor] Clifton going over, so we can still 
keep them as a pair. 

When they’re always together, then they’re together and that’s it. So, it 
might up Lindy’s minutes a little bit in certain situations. It’s that time of 
year, he looks healthy, so there’s a little bit of that involved. And you can 
still go back to the other. He can play with both.” 
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While the usual top pairing of Hampus Lindholm-Charlie McAvoy is so 
successful on breakouts, Cassidy is hoping to add a bit more of that to 
both of his top four pairings. 

“[Lindholm] is excellent on the breakout like Charlie is, so now you’ve got 
one in each pair that can be a one-man breakout as opposed to loading 
them up,” said Cassidy. “Loading them up, obviously, frees one of the 
others up to join the offensive attack, right? You’re taking from one to 
give to another and see how it works out. 

And as I said, in game you could still, coming out of a timeout, maybe 
use Lindholm and McAvoy if it’s an offensive draw or a key defensive 
draw or you need a breakout or etcetera. So that’s the reasoning and it’s 
just a little different look for the matchups as well.” 

Here’s what the Bruins lineup looked like at practice Tuesday: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron– Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic  – Charlie Coyle – Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno – Tomáš Nosek – Curtis Lazar 

Anton Blidh – Chris Wagner 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk – Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm – Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort – Connor Clifton 

Mike Reilly – Josh Brown 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman  

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Bruce Cassidy, Bruins Sticking With Linus Ullmark For Game 2 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

RALEIGH – There will be no change between the pipes for the Boston 
Bruins in Game 2 against the Carolina Hurricanes Wednesday night. 
Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy confirmed after a lengthy 
practice Tuesday at PNC Arena that he’s sticking with Linus Ullmark as 
the Bruins try to even this Eastern Conference Quarterfinals series at one 
game apiece. 

“Linus is going back in,” Cassidy told reporters. “He had a great run here 
coming into the playoffs, so we’re not going to judge him on one game, 
(his) first playoff game. There’s a bunch of different things that go into 

that, but at the end of the day he’s going back in, and hopefully he’s the 
better goaltender. That’s how it works this time of year, right? That’s part 
of the game and he’ll get his chance.” 

While he allowed five Hurricanes goals on 24 shots, Linus Ullmark wasn’t 
really the culprit in the Bruins’ series-opening loss Monday. The Boston 
Bruins did a horrendous job of trying to clear the sight lanes for their 
goalie in his first-ever playoff game and didn’t help much on beating the 
Hurricanes to rebounds. Still though, Cassidy did leave the door open 
after the game for Swayman to replace Ullmark in Game 2. 

“You need the saves at the end when you’re not scoring. Let’s call it what 
it is. The 2-on-1 was a great play by them. You don’t want to be in that 
position,” Cassidy said late Monday night. “That last goal? [Ullmark] is 
going to tell you it’s not a good goal to give up, but by then it’s 4-1. We’re 
not going to put anything on Ullmark. Whichever goalie is in there you’re 
going to have to fight to see pucks in this series. 

It was the same at the other end early on where [Antti] Raanta was 
fighting to see pucks and rebounds, but we weren’t able to capitalize. 
We’ll have to do a better job in the lanes and Linus will have to work 
harder to find it as well. They have some big bodies that camp out front 
and that’s going to be the challenge for any goalie.” 

Boston Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman won the NHL Rookie Of The 
Month for February and continued to roll through March, but struggled 
down the stretch. As Swayman faltered, Ullmark excelled in the month of 
April and earned the nod to start the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the Bruins. 
He was 5-1-0 with a .950 save percentage in the month of April. The first-
year Bruin didn’t seem too downtrodden or frazzled after losing his first 
ever playoff start. 

“It’s going to come down to some lucky bounces here and there, and 
that’s just hockey,” said Ullmark who finished the regular season 26-10-2 
with a 2.45 GAA and .917 save percentage. “It was a little bit louder [in 
the playoffs]. We’re playing for something meaningful, so that’s to be 
expected. I’m just focused on the next one. I’ll probably look at [the video] 
tonight, learn from it and then move on. It’s all about stopping pucks and 
stopping one more puck than [the opposing goalie] in order to win the 
game.” 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Bruins Daily: Canes Outclass Bruins; Leafs Send Message; Oilers Choke 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Boston Bruins were once-again out-classed by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 1. 

What do the Bruins need to do to even this series on Wednesday? 

The Toronto Maple Leafs throttled the Tampa Bay Lightning in Game 1 of 
their series. 

Boston Bruins 
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Different season but same old story as the Boston Bruins got thumped 5-
1 by the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference 
Quarterfinals. The Bruins have now lost four straight to the Hurricanes 
and been outscored 22-2. 

In the first installment of ‘Murph’s Take’, I give my read on what 
transpired between the Boston Bruins and the Carolina Hurricanes in 
Game 1: 

The Boston Bruins are going to need more from their defensemen and 
forwards in front of their respective nets. Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon 
Carlo, here’s looking at you. 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy was non-committal about 
keeping Linus Ullmark between the pipes for Game 2. 

ICYMI, my BHN partner-in-scribe Joe Haggerty picked the Boston Bruins 
in six games and I have the Hurricanes in 5. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: Here’s the National Hockey Now picks for the Stanley Cup Playoffs, 
first round. 

Pittsburgh: Is the window closing for the Pittsburgh Penguins? 

Wash: Will Alexander Ovechkin play in Game 1 against the New York 
Rangers Wednesday. 

Florida: Florida Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad could return to the 
lineup for Game 1 against the Washington Capitals 

Detroit: Odds are, the Detroit Red Wings will be drafting eighth overall at 
the 2022 NHL Draft. 

Vegas: Since their team is golfing already, Vegas Golden Knights fans 
have switched their allegiances to former Knights players like Marc-
Andre Fleury for the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Colorado: Colorado Avalanche captain Gabriel Landeskog is ready to go 
for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

San Jose: Don’t expect San Jose Sharks captain Logan Couture to ask 
out of San Jose during the rebuild. 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: The city of Montreal continues to mourn the loss of Canadiens 
legend Guy Lafleur as he lies in state at the Bell Centre. 

Calgary: Could the Calgary Flames-Dallas Stars series be closer than 
many expect? 

Vancouver: Who wouldn’t think that Thatcher Demko should be the 
starter for the Vancouver Canucks going forward? 

NHL 

The Toronto Maple Leafs routed the defending, back-to-back Stanley 
Cup champion Tampa Bay Lightning 5-0 in Game 1 of their series. Mitch 
Marner silenced the doubters by scoring and snapping a 1,118-day, 18-
game, 49-shot drought since his last playoff goal: April 11, 2019. He also 
added two assists and it’s one game but my prediction of Mitch Marner 
winning th Conn Smythe ain’t looking bad for now. 

Much like the Carolina Hurricanes did to the Boston Bruins in Game 1 of 
their series, the St. Louis Blues owned the Minnesota Wild again to take 
Game 1 4-0. The Blues have won six straight games over the Wild and 
are 10-0-1 overall in their last 11 games against the Wild. 

When the Los Angeles Kings won the 2012 Stanley Cup, they came into 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs as the eighth seed and major underdogs, this 
year they finished a lot better but are still big dogs to the Edmonton 
Oilers. Well, it was Déjà vu in Game 1 against the Edmonton Oilers 
Monday as the 2012 Conn Smythe winner, Jonathan Quick stole the 
show again in a 4-3 win and 1-0 series lead for the Kings. 
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Cassidy Noncommittal About Game 2 Goalie For Boston Bruins 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

While absolutely not throwing Boston Bruins Game 1 starter Linus 
Ullmark under the bus for Boston’s 5-1 loss to the Carolina Hurricanes, 
head coach Bruce Cassidy was noncommittal about which B’s goalie is 
going to man the pipes for Game 2 on Wednesday night. 

“You need the saves at the end when you’re not scoring. Let’s call it what 
it is. The 2-on-1 was a great play by them. You don’t want to be in that 
position,” said Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy, who said the 
Boston Bruins would make a decision on the Game 2 starting goalie on 
Tuesday. “That last goal? [Ullmark] is going to tell you it’s not a good goal 
to give up, but by then it’s 4-1. We’re not going to put anything on 
Ullmark. Whichever goalie is in there you’re going to have to fight to see 
pucks in this series. 

“It was the same at the other end early on where [Antti] Raanta was 
fighting to see pucks and rebounds, but we weren’t able to capitalize. 
We’ll have to do a better job in the lanes and Linus will have to work 
harder to find it as well. They have some big bodies that camp out front 
and that’s going to be the challenge for any goalie.” 

Boston Bruins fans should probably get used to it as Cassidy said last 
week the B’s would probably be “coy” about their starting goalies in the 
playoffs, since there’s no upside to them announcing whether it’s Ullmark 
or Jeremy Swayman. But there’s also giving Ullmark a vote of confidence 
after he let up four goals on 24 shots in his playoff debut, including a 
Vinny Trocheck shot that bounced in off the back of his helmet for 
Carolina’s fourth goal of the game. 

.@V_Trocheck from behind the goal line   pic.twitter.com/1lQHOIH3b9 

— NHL GIFs (@NHLGIFs) May 3, 2022 

But Cassidy was quick to point out that he didn’t think Ullmark was to 
blame in a loss where the Boston Bruins defense wasn’t particularly 
effective at clearing the front of the net for him. Carolina’s first goal was a 
tipped point shot with two Hurricanes players screening Ullmark, and the 
second was a long distance shot through three bodies directly in front of 
the Boston net. 

“We made a few mistakes and they played to their strengths. [They] got 
the puck going to the net, were willing to hang around the net and then 
got a tip and got a screen. These weren’t high-end plays or tic-tac-toe 
plays. They were at the end once they got the lead, but some of it was on 
us to manage the puck better when we had it in the offensive zone.” 

It’s something the Boston Bruins admitted they weren’t doing enough of 
the same exact thing in the offensive zone while essentially losing the 
trench battles at both ends of the ice. 

“Playoff hockey is about hanging around the net and finding ways to 
score. Honestly, just kind of like they did with a tip on the first goal and 
bodies in front on the second goal,” said Taylor Hall, who scored 
Boston’s only goal in defeat. “Our goalie can’t see it. For us we always 
seem to outshoot teams, but what gets away from us is getting bodies to 
the net and making use of all those shots to create second chances.” 

Ullmark said he wasn’t really nervous or overly emotional in his first 
playoff start, and he actually did play well until the Hurricanes began 
rotating big bodies in and around the net in a second period adjustment 
the Bruins didn’t react enough to in the moment. 

“It’s going to come down to some lucky bounces here and there, and 
that’s just hockey,” said Ullmark, who was 5-1-0 with a .950 save 
percentage in the month of April headed into the postseason. “It was a 
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little bit louder [in the playoffs]. We’re playing for something meaningful, 
so that’s to be expected. 

“I’m just focused on the next one. I’ll probably look at [the video] tonight, 
learn from it and then move on. It’s all about stopping pucks and stopping 
one more puck than [the opposing goalie] in order to win the game.” 

The bottom line for the Bruins, however, was that Raanta was better than 
Ullmark making 34 saves for the Hurricanes while pushing into duty with 
starter Freddie Andersen injured, and the entire team, including the 
goalie, will need to be better for the Boston Bruins in Game 2 if they want 
to bounce back with a needed victory. 
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Murph's Take: Bruins Give Hurricanes Wind Again And Pay For It 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

My apologies for the, I swear, unintended pun that the Boston Bruins 
gave the Carolina Hurricanes wind again. However, that figuratively and 
literally was the case twice in the Bruins’ 5-1 series-opening loss to the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

After going 3-0-0 against the Boston Bruins in the 2021-22 regular 
season and out-scoring the Bruins 16-1, the Canes are no 4-0-0 and 
have outscored the Bruins 21-2 over that span. The Bruins and their fans 
can try and spin it all they want but the Bruins didn’t beat themselves, the 
Hurricanes beat them. As I say here, the Boston Bruins needed to do a 
lot more but you can’t ignore the fact that the Hurricanes wouldn’t let 
them. 

The Canes fed off a strong first period from backup goalie Antti Raanta in 
his first-ever start in the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and they helped Raanta 
has well by limiting second chances from the Bruins. Their trademark 
transition game midway through the second period and late in the third 
also caused problems for the Boston Bruins. 

Give the Bruins credit, they did play a great road game in the first period, 
and showed signs of life again early in the third but as yours truly 
expected, the Hurricanes just seem like that 2011 Boston Bruins Stanley 
Cup team that had paid its dues and finally broke through to the 
Promised Land. I have them returning to the Eastern Conference Final 
again, and while I don’t see them being swept away like they were by the 
Bruins in the 2019 Eastern Conference Final, they will fall to the team 
with more destiny in it’s favor, the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Here’s my Game 1 takes on the Boston Bruins disappointing start to 
Game 1 of their quest for the seventh Stanley cup in franchise history. If 
they play the way they did for too many spurts in Game 1, in Game 2, 
Patrice Bergeron‘s NHL career could be over in a week. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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The Bruins’ top priority for Game 2: ‘Let’s get a lead — see how that 
goes’ 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — On their first run-through in Tuesday’s practice, the 
Bruins’ No. 1 power-play unit gained the offensive zone after David 
Pastrnak sprinted toward the blue line and rapped an indirect pass to 
Patrice Bergeron. 

The next time, Pastrnak fired a long-distance cross-corner dump that 
Taylor Hall pursued. 

On their third rush, Pastrnak snapped the puck to Hall, who gave it back 
to the right wing with a long-range pass. 

The second unit took its turn too. After dropping the puck on the delay for 
Charlie Coyle, Hampus Lindholm sprinted toward the far corner to 
receive a return pass. 

This was all prep work for the Bruins’ primary goal in Game 2: scoring 
first. 

“We’ve got to finish early tomorrow,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “If we 
could have a perfect world, we’d finish early. Let’s get a lead — see how 
that goes for us. We haven’t had a lead against this hockey club. Finish 
one of those ones early. How do we do that? Bear down a little bit more. 
Make sure we do hit the net when we have our chances with guys going 
there. Don’t be off net. Because I thought there was some rebounds last 
night.” 

The Hurricanes are designed for lead protection. Of their 54 regular-
season wins, 34 took place when they were up after two periods. They 
scored 108 third-period goals, third-most in the league. They allowed a 
league-low 63. Everything about Carolina’s game is optimized to 
squeeze the air out of its opponents, from goaltending to slot protection 
to lead extension off the rush. 

This has been especially so against the Bruins. The Hurricanes have 
scored first in all four meetings.  

In the regular season, it was Tony DeAngelo (3-0 Carolina win on Oct. 
28, 2021), Teuvo Teravainen (7-1 win on Jan. 28) and Vincent Trocheck 
(6-0 win on Feb. 10). In Game 1, Seth Jarvis opened the scoring in 
Carolina’s 5-1 victory. 

Speed is Carolina’s biggest strength. But for all their wheels, the 
Hurricanes are just as good with their structure when they don’t have to 
chase the score. They can play run-and-gun. But they’d prefer not to and 
keep things tidy in the defensive zone. 

“They’re an offensive-forecheck team,” Cassidy said. “They keep pucks 
alive. They pressure you. They get it through from the point. There’s 
traffic. We recognize that. We lived it last night. Other teams are more 
line-rush-dominated. They certainly made a couple plays on the rush, 
more off our breakdowns and later in the game than early.” 

Game-chasing, concurrently, is not the Bruins’ strength. They scored just 
74 third-period goals, more than just six other teams. All of the six 
(Anaheim, Buffalo, Ottawa, San Jose, Montreal, Philadelphia) have 
already fished their golf clubs out of their closets.  

Like Carolina, the Bruins are better protecting leads. They let in 73 third-
period goals during the regular season, fifth-fewest in the NHL. 

The simplest avenue to scoring, in theory, is via the power play. That has 
been a problem.  

They failed on two opportunities when the score was 0-0 on Monday. 
They went 0-for-3 total. 

They were 0-for-36 in 12 games in April. They busted an 0-for-39 stretch 
against Buffalo in Game No. 81. 
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Usually, the Bruins begin power-play drills with offensive-zone faceoffs. 
But they started each of Tuesday’s sets with full-ice rushes.  

The Hurricanes specialize in denying entries by stacking all four killers at 
the blue line. The Bruins will go nowhere in Game 2 if they cannot solve 
Carolina’s blue-line resistance. 

“They’re really stiff at the blue line,” said Hall after Game 1. “When I say 
that, they stand up. They make you put it in. They make you put it to 
spots. And then they pressure where they think you’re going to move the 
puck to next. For us, it’s kind of a five-on-five mentality. If we can hold 
onto it and shake a guy, their pressure is so hard that there’s going to be 
some holes that open up.” 

The Bruins cannot, however, rely on their power play, especially given its 
late-season slump. At five-on-five, they will have to send more bodies to 
the net in a timely fashion.  

Antti Raanta can burp out all the pucks he wants if the Bruins don’t arrive 
with bodies. A brief Pastrnak screen in Game 1 was all Hall needed to 
fire a puck from distance past Raanta. 

On the board. pic.twitter.com/75Svnrb4MY 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) May 3, 2022 

“Pasta’s going to the net,” said Cassidy. “It’s a flash screen on Hall’s 
shot. It just takes Raanta that extra half-second to locate it, and it’s by 
him. There’s a lot of different ways. But eventually, you’ve got to get 
there.” 

To this end, one adjustment the Bruins made in practice was to reunite 
Matt Grzelcyk with Charlie McAvoy. The two have always attacked well, 
dating back to their days at Boston University.  

During the regular season, the Bruins outscored opponents by a 30-10 
five-on-five margin with Grzelcyk and McAvoy on the ice, according to 
Natural Stat Trick. Their 75 percent goals-for share was No. 1 in the NHL 
among pairs with 400-plus minutes of shared ice time.  

It may be one way to smooth out some of Grzlecyk’s and Lindholm’s 
Game 1 hiccups. Grzelcyk, who was partnered with Brandon Carlo, 
made an ill-timed pinch in the third that turned a one-goal deficit into a 3-
1 score. Lindholm did not do enough in net-front clearance prior to Jarvis’ 
game-opening deflection. 

“I just thought Grizz and Carlo had kind of a challenging night,” Cassidy 
said. “We had talked about using Lindholm with Carlo at times as well.” 

It will be the Bruins’ only lineup change. Linus Ullmark will stay in net.  

“We weren’t that far away,” said Cassidy. “Yet we recognize they got to 
their game and were able to stay there and get the job done. We have 
work to do to get to 60 minutes. But it wasn’t like it was a complete non-
performance for 60. We had really good sequences of Bruins hockey. 
We’ve just got to extend those sequences.” 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Mitch Marner’s breakthrough, a surprise 
Canes hero, Kings steal Game 1 

 

Shayna Goldman, Mark Lazerus, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille9-12 
minutes 03/05/2022 

 

Game 1: Hurricanes 5, Bruins 1 | Carolina leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? There was so little faith in Antti Raanta in hockey 
circles that there was serious speculation that Pyotr Kochetkov — a 22-
year-old with all of three NHL games under his belt — would get the 

Game 1 start over the veteran backup in the wake of Frederik Andersen’s 
lower-body injury, suffered two weeks ago. But Rod Brind’Amour went 
with Raanta, giving the talented-but-oft-injured 32-year-old his first playoff 
start, and was rewarded with a 35-save effort. 

What was the key? Carolina was terrific in front of both nets. In their own 
end, they protected Raanta well and quickly cleared out any rebounds he 
gave up, preventing Boston from getting any second-chance goals. In the 
Bruins’ end, the Hurricanes were constantly in front of Linus Ullmark — 
making his own playoff debut — with sturdy screens and well-timed 
drive-bys. Combine that with Vincent Trocheck’s bank shot off the back 
of Ullmark’s head to seal the game in the final minutes, and you have to 
wonder if Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy will turn to rookie Jeremy 
Swayman in Game 2. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes are now 4-0-0 against the Bruins this season, 
winning by a combined score of 21-1. 

The moment it was over: The Bruins had all the momentum and all the 
possession early in the third period after Taylor Hall scored on a knuckler 
to cut Carolina’s lead to 2-1 and then hit the post shortly afterward. But 
an aggressive and unsuccessful pinch by Bruins defenseman Matt 
Grzelcyk led directly to a 2-on-1 the other way, and Teuvo Teravainen 
buried Trocheck’s pass for a 3-1 Carolina lead. Shortly afterward, the 
Hurricanes’ top-ranked penalty kill (88 percent in the regular season) 
snuffed out Boston’s last chance with a textbook kill. 

The moment of the game: Just five minutes into the game, Raanta got a 
piece of a Craig Smith shot, but the puck trickled through. Fortunately for 
Raanta, Carolina defenseman Brendan Smith swept the puck off the goal 
line. At that point, it had been all Bruins, who were up 7-1 in shots. Had 
that puck gone in, who knows how Raanta, the Hurricanes and the 
raucous Carolina fans at PNC Arena would have been affected? 

Hurricanes worry meter:   

Bruins worry meter:     

Civian: Seth Jarvis and Antti Raanta challenge narratives in Hurricanes’ 
Game 1 win 

Shinzawa: Eight observations from the Bruins’ 5-1 Game 1 loss to the 
Hurricanes 

— Mark Lazerus 

Game 1: Maple Leafs 5, Lightning 0 | Toronto leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? You’d have to dig deep to come up with a better way 
for Mitch Marner to start his postseason, or for the Maple Leafs to start 
theirs. No player took — or deserved — more heat for Toronto’s most 
recent playoff disasters. Those are the breaks when you make almost 
$11 million against the cap and score exactly zero times spread over two 
straight series losses. Those weren’t instances of bad luck, either. He 
looked awful. On Monday night, though, Marner was all over the place; 
he was creating chances on the power play, setting up goals and scoring 
himself, on a slick move in tight against one of the best goalies on Earth. 
The earlier he got a performance like this under his belt, the better. If 
things are going to be different for Toronto, Marner will have to be 
different, too. That was a terrific first step. 

What was the key? Toronto’s special-teams play. They were 5-for-5 on 
the kill, including a five-minute, first-period power kill spearheaded by 
Marner and a shorthanded goal by David Kämpf. That alone would’ve 
been enough. Auston Matthews added a power-play goal to make it 2-0, 
though. 

Key stat: Andrei Vasilevskiy allowed 3.64 goals above expected, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. If he doesn’t find his 2019-21 form, 
Tampa is going to have problems. 

The moment it was over: When Kämpf scored on a shorthanded 
breakaway to put Toronto up 3-0 midway through the second period. 
Victor Hedman sprung him. Bad news for the Lightning, considering that 
Hedman plays for them. 

The moment of the game: We mentioned the five-minute kill earlier, but it 
really was a huge deal. Kyle Clifford provided a spark for the Maple Leafs 
… just not in the way coach Sheldon Keefe was expecting. Maybe that’ll 
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be the blueprint for Toronto moving forward; have someone make a 
dumb, dirty play and let that PK cook. 

Lightning worry meter:    … they’re still the Lightning. 

Maple Leafs worry meter:    … they’re still the Leafs. 

Siegel: Mitch Marner had to leave past playoff disappointment behind to 
finally thrive 

Smith: Lightning give Leafs a lot more than a ‘freebie,’ and it could cost 
them 

— Sean Gentille 

Game 1: Blues 4, Wild 0 | St. Louis leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Welcome to the NHL playoffs, Ville Husso. There 
were some questions about who would open the series in the blue paint 
for St. Louis, and the starter proved his coaches right after a strong 
regular season. This was by no means an easy night for him; the Wild 
generated the majority of the shots and created more quality chances at 
five-on-five. Plus, they had six power-play opportunities that added 
another 15 unblocked shots to Husso’s workload, bringing him up to 53 
all situation unblocked shots, 37 of which reached the net. And he 
stopped every single one.  

What was the key? Special teams were a back-breaker for the Wild and 
a momentum builder for St. Louis. The Blues are one of the better short-
handed teams in the league, rating in the top-10 in expected and actual 
goals against in the regular season. Minnesota can’t seem to figure out 
their play on the advantage, and it was deflating last night.  

Key stat: Ville Husso saved 3.47 goals above expected in all situations 
according to Evolving-Hockey.  

The moment it was over: Husso’s first period save against Kirill Kaprizov 
on the Wild’s first power play of the game. That shot attempt had the 
highest expected goal value of Minnesota’s unblocked attempts. It gave 
the vibe that this could be one of those games where a team can’t buy a 
goal, and that was confirmed moments later when a Marcus Foligno 
scoring chance didn’t end up in the back of the net. 

The moment of the game: David Perron’s opening goal. The Blues’ 
winger missed all six playoff games on COVID-19 protocol last year 
which was a major blow to their chances against Colorado. In his two 
postseasons prior with the Blues, he scored 25 points in 35 games 
played between 2019 and 2020. He opened his return to the playoffs with 
what ultimately became the game-winner and finished with a hat trick — 
putting that difference-making ability on display.  

Wild worry meter:     

Blues worry meter:   … it’s only Game 1 and there is still work for 
the Blues to do at five-on-five.  

Rutherford: After missing 2021 playoffs, Blues’ David Perron returns with 
hat trick 

Russo: Familiar playoff woes haunt Wild again in Game 1 loss to Blues 

— Shayna Goldman 

Game 1: Kings 4, Oilers 3 | Los Angeles leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Trevor Moore and Phillip Danault were equally 
dominant on the Kings’ second line which took control of the game. 
Edmonton flexed its special teams’ muscles with two power-play goals in 
Game 1, but it didn’t matter because the Danault line — missing its 
regular third piece, Viktor Arvidsson — singlehandedly won the game at 
even-strength with a 3-0 goal differential. Moore made a strong defensive 
play to break the cycle, transition up the ice and then finish a slot chance 
on the first goal and then later had a gorgeous no-look pass from behind 
the net to Alex Iafallo on LA’s second goal. Danault played a combined 
8:26 at 5-on-5 head-to-head against the Draisaitl or McDavid line in 
which Edmonton managed just a single shot on goal, a testament to that 
line’s elite two-way performance. 

What was the key? The goaltending difference wasn’t the biggest factor 
in Game 1, but it certainly loomed large. Mike Smith had a disastrous 
turnover on L.A.’s game-winner and may want Brendan Lemieux’s goal 

back as well. His counterpart, Jonathan Quick, turned back the clock by 
displaying his incredible athleticism all night. 

Key stat: Leon Draisaitl had zero shots at 5-on-5 and his line was outshot 
9-2 as a whole. Draisaitl’s line losing its 5-on-5 matchup is a big reason 
why the Kings had a 4-1 goals edge at even-strength. 

The moment it was over: Smith’s aggressive puckhandling style has a 
polarizing reputation and after it cost the Oilers Game 1, it’s not hard to 
understand why. Smith had Duncan Keith right next to him for the simple 
pass but instead opted for the home run one down the middle. That got 
picked off and while he recovered in time for a marvellous first stop, he 
was beaten by the deflected point shot immediately after. 

Oilers worry meter:       

Kings worry meter:    … L.A. has enough five-on-five firepower to 
win this series, but their special teams look like a concern so far 

Dillman: Phillip Danault delivers as Kings pull off upset of Oilers in Game 
1 

Nugent-Bowman: Connor McDavid produces magic, but a Mike Smith 
mistake proves costly 

                                                                                                                                                         
— Harman Dayal 

Three stars 

On tap for Tuesday 

Penguins at Rangers, 7 p.m. ET 

Capitals at Panthers, 7:30 p.m. ET 

Predators at Avalanche, 9:30 p.m. ET 

Stars at Flames, 10 p.m. ET 
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Down Goes Brown: The bandwagon-hopper’s guide to the 2022 Stanley 
Cup playoffs 

 

Sean McIndoe15-19 minutes 03/05/2022 

 

It’s playoff time, and almost everyone knows who they’re rooting for. 
Almost everyone. 

Obviously, half the league’s fan bases get to watch their own team in the 
postseason, so that’s easy. Of the teams that didn’t make it, plenty of you 
will be hate-watching a rival, rooting for whoever they happen to be 
playing. That’s always a bit weird, but we’ve all been there, so do your 
thing. And of course, you’ve got the Team Chaos sickos, who just want to 
watch the world burn. 

Then there’s the group that won’t root for anyone, because you don’t get 
to have a second favorite team any more than you can have a second 
favorite spouse. You’ve committed to one team, and if they’re not in the 
playoffs then that’s the end of that. You can still watch, but you’re going 
to do it as a neutral party, and you feel very strongly about this. 

That leaves one last group of fans, and it’s a bigger one than you might 
think: The bandwagon brigade. These are the fans who are willing to pick 
a temporary team for the next few weeks or months. For these fans, the 
playoffs are just more fun when you’ve got someone to root for, and if 
your team didn’t make it then that means you need a short-term fling. 
Debate the ethics of it all you want, but these fans are out there, and 
we’re not here to judge. 

Today’s column is for them, because if you’re going to bandwagon hop, 
you want to at least do it wisely. For the truly undecided, let’s cover the 
pros and cons of who you should consider throwing your support behind. 
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As always, we want a team that has a decent chance of winning but 
won’t make you feel like too much of a front-runner, with bonus points for 
likable players and/or a neat subplot or two. Oh, and you’d prefer the 
games are exciting, because nobody’s got time to bandwagon a 
defensive battle. 

Spoiler alert: This year, there is a right answer. But we’ll start at the other 
end of the list … 

16. Washington Capitals 

Why you should get on board: Alexander Ovechkin is still ridiculously 
cool to watch, and we know that their Cup celebrations are the stuff of 
legends. 

Why you shouldn’t: They already won in 2018, and while that team was 
eminently bandwagonable, you kind of missed your window. More 
importantly, they’re heavy underdogs in the first round, they’ve been cold 
down the stretch, and the goaltending isn’t good, so you’re probably 
going to need a new team in two weeks. 

Bottom line: There’s something to be said about picking an underdog and 
riding them through a surprise run, but this isn’t the year to take the 
Caps. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Why you should get on board: They’re a likable team that’s never won a 
Cup, and their fans are super cool while also seeming like the type of fan 
base that wouldn’t get all weird about welcoming a few new friends onto 
the bandwagon. 

Why you shouldn’t: They’re going to get absolutely destroyed by the 
Avalanche. 

Bottom line: Or will they? Look, no guts no glory, and fortune favors the 
bold. If the Predators can pull this off, or even make a series out of it, 
you’re going to see the hockey world perk up quickly. Getting in on the 
ground floor of something special is always fun, so there’s a certain 
“what-the-hell” appeal here. But yeah, you’re probably getting five games 
as a best case. 

14. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Why you should get on board: It may be the last ride of the 
Crosby/Malkin/Letang era. 

Why you shouldn’t: That era has already produced three Cups, so 
they’ve had their fill. Also, their goalie broke his foot right before the 
playoffs. You might want to take the hint. 

Bottom line: Look, Crosby’s cool and you should absolutely root for him 
when you get the chance. I recommend the next World Cup. 

13. Los Angeles Kings 

Why you should get on board: They’re a fun, young team whose best 
years are still ahead of them, but with a few likable veterans still in the 
mix. They’ve won two Cups in the last decade but did a full rebuild since 
the last one, so there’s no front-running here. And they’ve got a decent 
shot at winning at least a round. 

Why you shouldn’t: It’s terrifying enough to face Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl when you have no choice, why would you ever want to 
volunteer? 

Bottom line: While they could absolutely knock out the Oilers, it’s hard to 
imagine the Kings going all the way. A smart bandwagon pick is often all 
about timing, and this one feels a year or two early. 

12. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Why you should get on board: They’re a super entertaining team with a 
ton of talent, and they certainly know how to win in the playoffs. As an 
added bonus, they’re playing the Maple Leafs, who are always fun to root 
against. 

Why you shouldn’t: They’ve won the last two Cups, so this would be the 
front-runner pick of all front-runner picks. Also, Corey Perry. 

Bottom line: I know, I know, you thought they’d be No. 16. Maybe they 
should be. But this team has a chance to pull off a three-peat that nobody 

else has managed in 40 years. In the parity era, that would be an almost 
impossible feat, and on some level it’s worth rooting for. It’s still classic 
front-running, so I can’t move them any higher up the list than this. But 
we should be willing to reward excellence, and the Lightning have been 
the league’s model franchise for years. Just think about it, OK? 

11. Boston Bruins 

Why you should get on board: This could be the last shot for Patrice 
Bergeron, at least in Boston, so there’s a real “closing window” vibe. 
Pathos aside, this is a good team, and you deserve to root for David 
Pastrnak. As an added bonus, they finished as a wild card, so you can 
pretend you picked an underdog even though they’re far from a real one. 

Why you shouldn’t: Brad Marchand exists. Also, it’s Boston, so come on. 

Bottom line: Remember, they’re crossing over to the Metro, and it would 
be very funny to finally see a team win a division they weren’t in. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Why you should get on board: Because if you don’t, their coach will break 
your face. Oh, the team’s pretty good too. 

Why you shouldn’t: They won the Stanley Cup in 2019. That was one of 
the most entertaining playoff runs in a while, and we still have “Gloria” 
stuck in our heads because of it, but it’s tough to defend a bandwagon 
jump to a team that won this recently. 

Bottom line: Everyone seems to agree that the Blues and Wild will go 
seven games, so know what you’re getting into. 

9. Dallas Stars 

Why you should get on board: They’re big-time underdogs, but unlike the 
Predators, they at least feel like they could have a puncher’s chance. 
You could invest in Tyler Seguin’s comeback, Joe Pavelski’s OGWAC 
status, Rick Bowness chasing his first Cup, and Jason Roberton existing. 
It’s a solid package. 

Why you shouldn’t: They’re still probably losing in five. 

Bottom line: Some bandwagon fans love an underdog, and if you ever 
manage to hit the right one then you’re in for a fun ride. I’m not sure the 
Stars have it in them, but if you insist on rolling the dice, you could do a 
lot worse. 

8. New York Rangers 

Why you should get on board: They’re a fun mix of youngsters and 
established stars, not to mention the best goalie in the league this year. 
They missed the playoffs last year and haven’t won a playoff game since 
2017, so you’re certainly not front-running. But they’re also really good, 
and maybe even the Metro favorites. 

Why you shouldn’t: It’s still New York, so let’s not take this plucky 
underdog vibe too far. Plus you’re volunteering to invest your emotional 
well-being in a James Dolan team, and might want to check with some 
NBA fans on how that usually goes. 

Bottom line: Admit it, you kind of want to get irrationally mad about 
Sidney Crosby one more time. 

7. Carolina Hurricanes 

Why you should get on board: They’re good, but more importantly, 
they’re fun. If you’re sick of grumpy old hockey fans rambling on about 
tradition and history and how everything was better in the 1940s, the 
Hurricanes are for you. 

Why you shouldn’t: While everything in that last paragraph is true, it’s 
also been the case for a few years now, so picking the Hurricanes now 
has a bit of a “late to the party” vibe. (They were my number one team 
two years ago.) Also, they’ve got the toughest first-round matchup of any 
division winner. 

Bottom line: Look, if Andrei Svechnikov tries a Michigan in playoff 
overtime and Brad Marchand flips out about how it violates some code, 
you know which side you’re going to want to be on. 

6. Edmonton Oilers 
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Why you should get on board: It’s a chance to have Connor McDavid and 
Leon Draisaitl playing for your team, why wouldn’t you want that? 

Why you shouldn’t: You’ll have to trust a 40-year-old goalie and cheer for 
Evander Kane. They’re also playing the Kings, so you’ll have to pretend 
that you think the playoff format makes sense. 

Bottom line: You get all the excitement of watching two of the best 
players in the world, and when it inevitably goes bad — which it will, 
because Edmonton — you can walk away smiling and leave the real fans 
to deal with the scar tissue. Honestly, this one sounds fun. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Why you should get on board: Toronto is always the toughest team to pin 
down in these rankings, because this is supposed to be for the 
undecideds and it feels like nobody is ever undecided about the Leafs. 
You either love them or you hate them, they’re locked in as your No. 1 or 
your 16, and you certainly don’t need me to tell you how to feel. Fine. But 
just for the sake of completeness, let’s pretend that there could 
theoretically be somebody out there who’s on the fence, and this section 
is for them. 

The case for the Leafs is that they’re a super fun team to watch, with a 
ton of skill and offense and not enough defense and goaltending, which 
means lots of goals and every game feeling like it’s up for grabs until the 
very end. They have two excellent OGWACs in Jason Spezza and Mark 
Giordano, a great story in Jack Campbell and likable stars. And with the 
longest Cup drought in NHL history and no playoff wins in almost two 
decades, there’s zero risk of front-running here. Plus you’d be rooting for 
them to take down the two-time champs. 

Why you shouldn’t: It’s the Leafs. Trust me, you don’t need to do this to 
yourself. 

Bottom line: The two most annoying fan bases in the world are Leaf fans, 
and fans who hate the Leafs and will never ever stop telling you about it 
— and that list isn’t necessarily in order. You’re probably best to just 
steer clear of this mess altogether. But if you’re smart enough to not be 
on Twitter and just want a fun team to watch for four rounds and/or 
games, the Leafs are a legitimately great pick. 

4. Colorado Avalanche 

Why you should get on board: They’re the best team in the league, but 
haven’t been out of the second round in 20 years, so it’s a rare chance to 
be a blatant front-runner without taking too much blowback for it. Besides 
that, how often do you get a chance to root for somebody as talented as 
Nathan MacKinnon or Cale Makar? 

Why you shouldn’t: You’re going to feel at least a little bit guilty while 
you’re watching them put the boots to the Predators for four games. 

Bottom line: They’re an obvious pick, but sometimes an obvious pick is 
the right one. As long as you’re OK with people rolling their eyes at you 
picking the favorites, go ahead and don’t look back. 

3. Calgary Flames 

Why you should get on board: They’re a great team that nobody saw 
coming, the fan base is fun, they have Johnny Gaudreau, and every 
hockey fan should really get to enjoy the Darryl Sutter experience at least 
once. They’re heavy favorites in Round 1 and you’ll have a decent shot 
at a Battle of Alberta in round two, and if they make it to the conference 
finals against the Avalanche then most of the hockey world will be 
cheering them on. Also, they should have made the playoffs last year but 
Montreal got the spot instead because of the loser point, so the hockey 
gods kind of owe us this one. 

Why you shouldn’t: Are you one of those American fans who’s weirdly 
proud of Canada not winning a Cup since 1993? You shouldn’t be, but 
we all have our faults, so feel free to factor that in. 

Bottom line: Also, you like Matthew Tkachuk now, and are morally 
culpable for whatever he does. Still, you’ll get to hear Sutter defend it, so 
it all evens out. The Flames are a flat-out great pick. 

2. Minnesota Wild 

Why you should get on board: They have two of the most likable players 
in the league in Marc-Andre Fleury and Kirill Kaprizov. Mats Zuccarello is 

a great OGWAC. There’s a real sense of urgency thanks to a looming 
cap crisis. It’s an A+ hockey market. They have a key player who got hurt 
on a dirty hit in the last game of the season, which creates some 
righteous anger energy. They’re good enough to win the Cup but might 
not be heavy favorites in a single round they play on the way there. And 
not only have they only been out of Round 2 once in 21 seasons, their 
fans have spent pretty much all that time being told how boring their team 
is. And rightly so, if we’re being honest. But not this year. 

Why you shouldn’t: I’m not sure I have a good reason unless you’re 
convinced the Avalanche are unbeatable and/or are Norm Green. 

Bottom line: Any other year, the Wild would be a fantastic pick for top 
spot. Alas … 

1. Florida Panthers 

Why you should get on board: Arguably the most maligned fan base in 
the NHL hasn’t seen so much as a playoff series win since 1996, and 
now they have the best team in franchise history. They have all sorts of 
talent and their games are incredibly fun to watch. They signed all-time 
OGWAC Joe Thornton in the offseason and brought in Claude Giroux at 
the deadline. They need to stick around long enough for Aaron Ekblad to 
make it back. Oh, and they won the Presidents’ Trophy. 

But here’s the best part: Do you know how they won all those games? By 
scoring. You kids may not know this, but scoring lots of goals used to be 
considered a valid way to win hockey games, back before we all decided 
that grinding out 2-1 snoozefests was the only acceptable strategy. Now 
we get a Panthers team that scored more goals than anyone since 1996 
but was outside of the top 10 in goals allowed because their $10 million 
goalie sometimes remembers he was once a Flyer. There hasn’t been a 
team in years that’s as much fun as these guys, and if you jump on the 
bandwagon now you can hang out with basically the only fan base in the 
league that nobody hates. What are you waiting for? 

Why you shouldn’t: You’re a bad person. 

(Or you’re a Blues fan who hates Thornton, but even then, cheer for the 
Panthers to win it all and then hope he gets healthy-scratched for the 
clinching game.) 

Bottom line: Look, let’s just lay it on the line. The NHL needs the 
Panthers to win. A Florida Cup could transform the league back into one 
where offense and excitement aren’t considered flaws. But if they go out 
early, we’ll be stuck hearing about how you just can’t win 6-5 in the 
playoffs, and all the grumpy old hockey men will smirk. 

And do you know which team did more than any other to get us into this 
mess? The 1995-96 Panthers, who clutched and grabbed all the way to 
the Final and basically ushered in the Dead Puck Era. Everyone blames 
the 1995 Devils, but they had two HHOFers on the blue line and another 
in net. The Panthers taught us that all you needed was a decent goalie 
and a bunch of grizzled veterans who were willing to tackle guys. The 
lesson was learned, the style caught on, and the NHL hasn’t been as fun 
ever since. 

But now here we are, 25 seasons later, and these same Panthers can 
undo the damage that they’ve done. They might even have a Stanley 
Cup Final rematch with the Avalanche waiting for them. It’s the perfect 
scenario, with the perfect protagonist, and we all win if it comes true. I 
called it way back in Week 1 and I’m doubling down now: The Panthers 
are your team. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Matthew Tkachuk shows why he's 'heartbeat' of Flames in 
punishing Game 1 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisMay 4, 2022, 2:55 AM 
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CALGARY – Matthew Tkachuk opened the playoffs by treating John 
Klingberg like he was Drew Doughty’s little brother. 

A smash into the end boards 10 seconds into the night was punctuated 
by another Klingberg crunch late in the first period, sparking a melee of 
sorts. 

It was that second smackdown that prompted a period-ending scrum 
from which Tkachuk found himself fighting Michael Raffl. 

Seconds later, Rasmus Andersson fought Klingberg. 

If anyone thought it impossible for the decibel level to top that of the 
game-opening proceedings, Tkachuk found a way to prove them wrong. 

He has a knack for that. 

Fights breaks out between Flames and Stars after Tkachuk levels 
Klingberg 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 2:12 

In between his two biggest blasts, No. 19 set up the game’s only goal in 
an important, emotional, series-opening win over the Dallas Stars. 

Kudos to Jacob Markstrom for continuing his regular-season mastery in 
his very first playoff start in front of fans, making 16 saves to win 1-0. 

But this night belonged to Tkachuk. 

“That’s a statement,” said Blake Coleman of the man they call Chucky. 
“He’s the heartbeat right now. He’s in every scrum, he’s setting up plays, 
he’s scoring goals, he’s a tough guy to play against. 

“This is obviously a big stage for him, he had a great season. I expect we 
haven’t seen the best of Matthew Tkachuk yet.” 

Scary thought, if you bleed Stars green. 

Emotion and momentum helped carry the Flames to a gritty Game 1 
victory 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 2:47 

The highly anticipated playoff edition of the Matthew Tkachuk Friendship 
Tour opened to rave reviews. 

Remember, when these two teams met in the playoff bubble two years 
earlier, Tkachuk left in the second game with a concussion that reduced 
him to a frustrated fan as his team coughed up the series. 

His clear goal now is to be a headache for a Stars team he wants 
revenge on. 

In the first period he led the charge with an opening shift that helped the 
club ride the emotion of a C of Red crowd that didn’t see a Stars shot on 
goal until the 11-minute mark. 

After the Stars choked the fun out of the game in the second, as they’ve 
done since ol’ Hitch was in charge, the Flames returned serve in the third 
with a relentless forecheck that stifled any chance of a Dallas comeback. 

And there, with 30 seconds left, was Tkachuk, pinning the puck in the 
Stars zone with the help of Johnny Gaudreau, as time ticked down with 
yet another explosive response from the fans. 

“Forceful player,” said Darryl Sutter who expects as much from his most 
versatile troop. 

“If we want to win another one you have to expect that, not just from 
Matthew but there are a lot of guys who are going to have to ramp their 
level up.” 

Lindholm fires one-timer past Oettinger to open scoring vs. Stars 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:53 

Tkachuk is the type who can help them do that, as he demonstrated after 
his tussle by encouraging the crowd afterwards. 

The response was thunderous. 

“Just a lot of emotions obviously,” said Coleman of the moments 
surrounding Tkachuk’s fight. 

“A great hit by Chucky. They took exception, but it was a good clean hit. 
That’s going to happen in the playoffs when emotions are high and 
battles ensue. That’s playoffs, it’s intense.” 

There was no questioning whether it was a good tradeoff, as Raffl drew 
an extra two minutes, giving the Flames one of their five power plays in a 
penalty-filled game. 

Win-win. 

Asked if he’d rather not see Tkachuk in that position, Sutter scoffed, 
understandably. 

“I’d rather see it,” he said. 

“That was playoffs, that little confrontation.” 
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Andersson and Klingberg both must have been surprised by being 
tossed for starting a secondary fight, as neither are fighters who’d be 
aware their spur-of-the-moment scrap would end their evenings. 

Klingberg certainly didn’t like it, even though he was the one asking 
Andersson for the dance. 

“I mean, I'm not saying I'm a tough guy, but he's acting tougher than he 
is,” said Klingberg, firing the series’ first salvo through the press with a 
threat. 

“I feel like he's the one guy there in the scrum, he doesn't have a guy. I'm 
standing there with Coleman, and he's standing there shaking his gloves 
to me, like 'you wanna go against me,' probably the least fighter on our 
team on the ice there. I'm skating over to him, I'm dropping my gloves 
and I want to go and he's just standing there, two seconds, and then all 
of a sudden he drops his gloves. He's acting a little tougher than he is. 
We're going to go after him." 

Flames' top line dominant in 'textbook' win against the Stars 
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The Flames, who out-hit the Stars 34-20, would love that. 

“I think that’s the beauty of this team — you can play it any way you 
want,” said Coleman. 

“We can rough it up a little bit. We can make plays, we can defend, we’ve 
great goaltending. Whatever the game calls for we can meet that 
challenge.” 

They proved it in Game 1, shutting down all five of the Stars’ power plays 
in a game they had been warned by their coach would be tightly 
officiated. 

“It’s a big area of focus, staying away from penalties and we saw it last 
night, what was called,” said Erik Gudbranson. 

“They’re calling it pretty tight in all games. We have to be aware of that 
and stay away from the box.” 
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That’s not to say they can’t muck it up, a la Tkachuk. 

“It was big,” said Gudbranson of Tkachuk’s first period. 

“It got the crowd into it. It got the juices running in us. Along with what 
was going on with Matthew and a number of other guys laying the body, 
we were methodical about what we were doing.” 

Punishing, antagonizing, dominating for stretches. 

"They thought they were going to run us out of the rink and I'm proud of 
our guys,” said Stars coach Rick Bowness. 

“We're going to stand up to everything they throw at us. We're going to 
stand up to them and we're going to play through it." 

As Coleman predicted, expect Tkachuk to continue testing that theory. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Boudreau's future uncertain after Canucks' Rutherford lays 
out plan 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnetMay 3, 2022, 9:32 PM 

 

VANCOUVER -- Bruce, there he goes? 

In inviting Bruce Boudreau to return to the Vancouver Canucks next 
season for his option year, president Jim Rutherford also opened the 
door for the head coach to leave after a 32-15-10 turnaround that kept 
the National Hockey League team in the playoff race until the final week 
of the regular season. 

With unequivocal clarity, Rutherford said he wants Boudreau to return 
under terms of the existing two-year agreement the coach signed with 
owner Francesco Aquilini in December, a few days before Rutherford 
was hired above Boudreau as the head of hockey operations. 

There will be no extension offered Boudreau this summer, Rutherford 
said, which means the 67-year-old coach could explore potential offers 
from other teams before the June 1 deadline for him to decide on his 
option year with the Canucks. 

The directness of Rutherford’s statement to reporters at management’s 
year-end press conference on Tuesday left no wiggle room. Essentially, 
Boudreau can take it or leave it. 

And that will feel to many fans and players like a risky ultimatum after 
Boudreau’s .649 winning percentage, albeit on a tiny sample, topped 
Alain Vigneault’s coaching mark as the best in franchise history. 

Canucks want Boudreau back, but under the terms of current deal 
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“We would be willing to have him back under the contract that he agreed 
to when he came here,” Rutherford said when asked about the possibility 
of an extension for Boudreau. “That's certainly not to say that at the end 
of next year we wouldn't want him back if he continues to do the job he's 
doing. I just feel that as good a job as he's done, it wasn't a full season. 

“He knows we want him back. He was told that before the season was 
over. And he knows our position. Like I said, he did a terrific job, but he 
didn't coach a whole season here. We would like to see him back and 
work with him on a few things. Everybody work together to make it 
better.” 

Those things include the Canucks’ “structure,” Rutherford said, noting the 
team needs to rely less on star goalie Thatcher Demko. As an example, 
Rutherford said the team’s defensive-zone exits are among the worst in 
the NHL. 

Those comments seemed especially pointed in the context of Boudreau’s 
uncertain status. 

Rutherford said that during his time as the Pittsburgh Penguins’ general 
manager, coach Mike Sullivan went into the final year of his contract in 
2017-18 after winning consecutive Stanley Cups. The Canuck boss 
rejects the idea that Boudreau would be a “lame duck” with players 
without the security of a season under contract beyond the next one. 

Former Vancouver coach Travis Green, fired and replaced by Boudreau 
on Dec. 5, endured a season-long public drama about his status when he 
worked through the final year of his contract in 2021. 
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“If people would suggest he's a lame duck because the players will 
decide not to listen to him, that won't happen,” Rutherford said of 
Boudreau. “The players who start not listening to him will be gone before 
him. 

“I firmly believe that this is the right thing to do. In our business, you have 
to be cautious with your decisions. And you have to do them for the right 
reasons. And if you don't, you're going to get yourself in a position 
someday where you're paying three or four coaches in the same year. 
That's when managing up will become difficult. 

“Both sides have until June 1, so he can take whatever time he wants. 
The longer you leave things, these type of things start to fester a bit 
because then they become more emotional. But we have to make sure in 
our job that we don't let it become emotional, and for the wrong reasons it 
gets off the tracks. Our talks with him have been very positive. He's well 
aware that we appreciate and respect the job he's done, explained to him 
why we're doing it the way we're doing it and why we want him back. But 
also with the understanding, you know, continue to do the job you're 
doing. It doesn't mean this is your last year in Vancouver.” 

The potential divorce between the Canucks and their popular coach 
overshadowed a lot of positive spending news announced by Rutherford 
during a half-hour press conference with general manager Patrik Allvin. 

Rutherford said the Canucks are close to finalizing a site for a permanent 
practice facility, the absence of which has left the organization behind 
most other NHL teams. The team is planning a massive back-of-house 
renovation to Rogers Arena to enlarge and upgrade the Canucks’ 
compound for players and staff. 

The team is also re-starting its YoungStars event in Penticton, B.C., for 
rookies and prospects, with two other NHL teams committed and a third 
one interested in the Sept. 14-19 tournament. A development camp will 
be staged in July at the University of B.C., and the Canucks will hold their 
training camp in Whistler, Sept. 23-24. 

The renovation of the Canucks’ roster will be trickier than the renovation 
and construction of their facilities. Rutherford and Allvin reiterated the 
need to improve the NHL lineup, without much salary-cap flexibility at 
present to do so. Management needs to navigate contract issues with 
J.T. Miller and Bo Horvat, who are eligible for unrestricted free agency in 
2023, and a $7.5-million US qualifying offer owed to restricted free agent 
Brock Boeser in July. 

Rutherford said contract talks have started with Boeser’s agent, Ben 
Hankinson. Allvin said he is confident with amateur scouting director 
Todd Harvey, a Jim Benning hire from the previous regime, running the 
Canucks draft July 7-8 in Montreal. 

“It's very complicated, probably a little more complicated here than we'd 
like,” Rutherford said of the off-season. “But that's our jobs. We have to 
figure out how to do it. It's complicated, but it's doable.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / After Game 1 stumble, Oilers must exorcise playoff 
demons in a hurry 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecMay 3, 2022, 6:03 PM 

 

EDMONTON — We thought we were past this. 

But then you realize that the Edmonton Oilers have lost seven 
consecutive playoff games — going back to the 2020 bubble — and it 
becomes clear. They’re not out if this at all. 

They’re right in the middle of it, that phobia that strikes a team that has 
figured out how to win between October and April, but has not a clue 
what to do come May. 

We — media, fans, observers, even the players and coaches — are like 
the kids in the backseat on that summer trip to the Okanagan, as the 
Oilers make their never-ending journey from rebuilders to playoff 
contenders. 

We twiddle our thumbs, and blurt out intermittently, “Are we THERE yet?” 

Oilers must recapture regular season form after Game 1 loss 
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“I think you want your team to play with emotion. You want controlled 
emotions,” begins Jay Woodcroft, the latest in a long line of dads behind 
the wheel of this 1978, wood-panelled station wagon. “We gave up a 
chance 11 seconds into the game off just a kind of a broken play, broken 
coverage. And then we found ourselves on the penalty kill immediately . 
You want to make sure you’re playing toward your identity and your 
structure. That’s what’s got us to this point.” 

“This point” is the same point they have reached for each of their past 
three years, down 1-0 one game into an opening-round playoff series, 
home-ice advantage out the window in 60 wasteful minutes. But this 
time, “this point” was reached by a supposedly mature hockey team 
playing in front of a full house of their own fans. 

A full house of screaming, orange-clad crazies. A coast-to-coast 
audience ready to watch a team prove itself on the national stage. An 
opponent ripe for exploitation, with four defencemen playing their first 
career NHL playoff game and the great Drew Doughty in the press box, 
unable to play after wrist surgery. 

Those are all supposed to be good things, aren’t they? 

As it turned out, the moment was too big for the Oilers. Which is a tad 
disturbing. 

But have no doubt, that is exactly what happened. 

The structure they had mastered over the previous 10 weeks 
disappeared. The veteran goalie choked, making the worst possible 
decision at the most crucial moment. And the team rolled out a game that 
was perhaps 60 per cent as solid as they’d played a week prior in the 
regular season — when there wasn’t as much pressure. 

NHL Game 1 Highlights: Kings 4, Oilers 3 
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“First game of the playoffs, lot of nerves, lot of emotions,” began Zach 
Hyman on the familiar morning after a 4-3, Game 1 loss to the Los 
Angeles Kings. “I think at times we did the right things, at times we didn’t. 
That second period was a strong period for us; our special teams were 
good. I think you could take away things from that game that we liked 

and things that we didn’t and I think for Game 2, we’ve looked at all that 
stuff and we’re ready for it and we’re excited for it.” 

It’s crazy to think that a team that has been in the playoffs for three 
straight seasons could have Game 1 nerves. 

“A lot of us weren’t here two years ago and a bunch of us weren’t here 
last year,” Tyson Barrie pointed out. “There were no fans the last two 
years, so last night was certainly a different atmosphere than we’ve been 
used to in playoffs.” 

It presented a moment we have all been jonesing for since the 2020 
bubble. But when you’re lugging a six-game losing streak into a scene 
like the one Monday night at Rogers Place, sometimes that energy goes 
from positive to negative. 
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“Game 1 of the playoffs, especially after the last two years with no fans, 
that’s why you play the game,” said Barrie. “The excitement you feel in 
the room, and then to get out there and everyone’s going crazy, there’s 
not really a feeling like it. It’s tough to say how you’re going to react to it. I 
think we kind of know what to expect now … and we’ll be able to settle in, 
play our game and get into our structure a little earlier. 

“There’s nothing like coming out of the tunnel and everyone’s going crazy 
like that. It’s awesome.” 

Then there was Phillip Danault — the human buzz kill — and linemates 
Alex Iafallo and Trevor Moore. In the House that McDavid Built, they 
were the best line on the ice in Game 1. 

That’s OK, if the Oilers can make this a one-game issue. 

Beat us when we’re playing poorly? Fine, they’re saying. 

Beat us when we deliver our best game? Well, that would be another 
story. 

In order for the latter to occur however, the Oilers have to deliver their 
best game. Something they haven’t done much, over these past three 
years, when the chips are down. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 9 Maple Leafs Thoughts: Why Clifford's penalty worked in 
Toronto's favour 

 

Maple Leafs' Clifford let adrenaline get the best of him with late hit on 
Colton 
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Kevin Bieksa and Jennifer Botterill discuss how Toronto Maple Leafs 
forward Kyle Clifford's hit on Tampa Bay Lightning centre Ross Colton 
and his subsequent game misconduct penalty could have been a 
blessing in disguise for Toronto in Game 1. 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourneMay 3, 2022, 11:49 AM 
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There’s an old proverb about a Chinese farmer in which bad things 
happen, but the wise farmer doesn’t bemoan them, not knowing what 
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future events they may lead to. Similarly, when good things happen he’s 
hesitant to celebrate them, as what it all means in the big picture remains 
unclear. 

When Kyle Clifford went to the dressing room after taking a five-minute 
major following a hit from behind, it looked pretty bad for the Leafs. It 
wasn’t hard to be the Chinese farmer, though, and see a way the 
negative could spin positively if they could kill off five straight minutes 
against Tampa’s power play, which had been ticking along at 40 per cent 
over the last 10 games of the regular season. That positive would be a 
surge of momentum from having withstood the early pressure and 
survived, as well as enjoying the increased likelihood of getting some 
power plays themselves. 

Of course, that outcome was far from guaranteed, given Tampa’s deadly 
top talent. 

Clifford receives major penalty and game misconduct for hit on Colton 
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As we now know, the Leafs actually out-chanced the Bolts over those 
five minutes, with an extremely prepared penalty kill that squeezed 
Tampa’s breakout, hopping all over Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point 
before those skilled skaters had time to think. 

There’s another reason why the Leafs PK was so successful at that 
particular point in the game though: it was the perfect assignment at the 
perfect time for a team buzzing on energy like they’d just mainlined 
espresso, who was handling pucks like … well, like they’d just mainlined 
espresso. 

That first seven minutes saw John Tavares turn one over behind his own 
net. Jake Muzzin went full Hulk on a glass-and-out when he had time, 
Alex Kerfoot iced one unnecessarily, and Mitch Marner handled a couple 
pucks at the opposing blue line in very un-Marner-like fashion. 

Everything was going forward off their sticks quicker than it needed to be. 
North-south panic plays aren’t what the Leafs are. 

That penalty kill, then, what a perfect assignment to use their excess 
energy effectively, right? You get to use your feet and go-go-go, you 
skate and you pressure and you don’t think about handling the puck. You 
make them try to make plays under duress while the crowd screams and 
the pressure mounts. The expectations were handed to Tampa, then. 
The first time Leafs players hung on to the puck with much success was 
on those rushes back up the ice while short-handed. With no offensive 
expectations, they were able to find their confidence. 

And with the success of overcoming a major hurdle on the backs of 
hustle, suddenly they were a dozen minutes into the first, not trailing 
despite being short for seven minutes, and they had something to build 
on. It doesn’t make the Clifford play any less dumb that it worked out 
well. (I have to note, it’s a little crazy that Clifford threw that bad check 
wearing the same No. 43 that Nazem Kadri wore during his cross-the-line 
playoff moments in a Leafs sweater.) But it ended up being exactly what 
they needed at exactly the right time, as awful as the initial situation 
looked. 

Eight other thoughts: 

The perfect start for Matthews/Marner 

After last season’s playoff disappointment and their dismal goal output, 
the last thing Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner needed was a start 
where the opposing goalie robbed them a few times so they could feel 
like the universe was conspiring against them. You don’t want those guys 
focusing on their own stats right now; the regular season and the chases 
for milestones are over. You want them making the right decisions for the 
group – which are often about trying to score, yes – but you don’t want 
that nagging voice in the back of their minds telling them it’s about what 
they do, and not the team. Because make no mistake, they would be 
feeling pressure about what they do, they’re only human. 

To free them up to play team hockey, having some individual success out 
of the gate was big. That’s pressure off of them, which is only going to 
make them better all-around, including offensively. 

When you pay a few guys to be your best players, you need them to be 
just that. Matthews/Marner answered the bell in a big way in Game 1, 
which sets them up for further success. 

Matthews and Marner set the tone for the Maple Leafs' offensive outburst 
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Jack Campbell wasn’t challenged often, but he does have back-to-back 
shut-outs 

This whole thing the Leafs have built here hinges on Jack Campbell 
being at minimum a league average goaltender. If “Soupy” isn’t up to the 
task, the whole thing comes undone. Not that he needs to be the guy 
from the first two months of the season, he just can’t be the guy from the 
… other months of the season. He started playing better down the 
stretch, and has now posted back-to-back shutouts. 

He looked calm and poised, and caught everything that hit him. The 
Leafs got a few breaks from the Lightning (Stamkos fanning on a 
backdoor one-timer comes to mind), but make no mistake about it, 
Campbell looking like this is a big development for Toronto. 

The Leafs broke the ice with 1:41 remaining in the first period, and 
Tampa came out on the next shift with some push. The Leafs kept them 
to the outside, but make no mistake, the push was there, and Ross 
Colton made a sneaky play to get a puck on net that resulted in what 
may have seemed like a pretty harmless save, but given the score and 
time on the clock and doubt it would’ve put in the Leafs, I thought this 
save (with some traffic in front, which preceded a zone exit) mattered: 

They can’t win without Campbell, and in Game 1 he was up to every 
challenge. 

The Leafs' question mark players were exclamation marks 

Ondrej Kase hadn’t played in nearly two months with concussion issues, 
and was thrust into a high stimulus environment against an excellent 
team and placed in the top-six. And somehow, he was great, providing 
energy and making some good plays and tallying two primary assists in 
13:30 of total ice. He changes the look of their lineup when he’s in. 

Jake Muzzin had only played twice after his concussion issues, and he 
was rock solid, scoring and playing physical hockey like he can do at his 
best. Concussions are always awful, but for a guy whose body has given 
out in consecutive post-seasons, the silver lining is his machine should 
be a bit more rested this time around. 

The two D that Sheldon Keefe chose to play over a guy who’s been a 
lineup staple in Justin Holl were great. Timothy Liljegren and Ilya 
Lyubushkin both did exactly what the team hoped they’d do. Liljegren 
helped out in all situations, logging over 20 minutes, and Lyubushkin was 
physical, tangled with Corey Perry and was generally useful. 

On a night everything went right, these guys coming up as positives was 
a great surprise. 

A penalty-filled affair 

I couldn’t help but watch that first game and see the officials trying to “set 
the standard” for the series. There’s so much whinging about calling the 
rulebook from fans, and how the post-season should be called like the 
regular season, which led to guys playing more at or across the line of 
legal, which led to more penalties. I have to imagine the Leafs don’t hate 
that, given the success they’ve had on special teams this year. 

Still, it made for some weird ice times, as did the game being out of reach 
early. Fun fact? Mitch Marner played just five and a half minutes of five-
on-five hockey on Monday (screenshot from Natural Stat Trick): 

When it was all said and done Monday night, Morgan Rielly played just 
17:44, for a guy who you might expect to play closer to 23 minutes per 
playoff game. What a weird start. 
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A Praise Chorus 

Speaking of good showing, Mark Giordano was super effective both 
ways, while Rielly looked confident and dangerous in that limited ice 
time, making a great play hanging on to the puck to get it back to Marner 
on his goal. (Marner showed poise with it to score, just as Matthews 
showed poise in the neutral zone to get it somewhere useful for the 
Leafs, instead of dumping it in.) 

William Nylander was absolutely dynamic, and I can’t believe I’m going to 
say this: Pierre Engvall might have been the most effective Leafs player, 
period. He was engaged and physical and fast and impactful. 

So some individuals were great, and the special teams were too, but the 
biggest takeaway from Game 1 for me was that the Leafs' speed felt like 
the differentiating factor. Tampa has been through the wars and nobody 
doubts them. But they’re going to have to red line it to keep up with 
Toronto if the Leafs keep skating like that. 

OK enough praise, this feels weird... 

What to do with Pat Maroon? 

I can’t imagine there’s a moment after Maroon decides he’s “in a fight” 
with Morgan Rielly where he’s thinking “this is the right thing to do,” given 
the Leafs D-man clearly isn’t the type to engage in such things, 
particularly with such a huge lead (Rielly has one prior fight in his career, 
six years ago against Alex Burrows). 

When Rielly grabbed Maroon to pull him out of the pile you could see 
Maroon realize he had an excuse to go at one of the Leafs' best. But with 
injury avoided during that melee, I can’t imagine it being worth Toronto's 
while to chase around a guy who plays 10 minutes a night to exact 
revenge for him justifiably trying to spark something in a game where 
nothing was going Tampa’s way. And credit to Rielly: I think it’s a great 
look for the Leafs that a guy who leads them in so many ways was not 
only willing to take on Jan Rutta next, but that Rutta left not having had 
an enjoyable experience in the exchange. 

Line brawl erupts between Maple Leafs and Lightning after Simmonds' hit 
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Vasilevskiy had an off night 

You certainly can’t bank on this happening, but things just broke wrong 
for Andrei Vasilevskiy. Matthews' second goal was a sizeable helping of 
bad luck, and the way the play unfolded on Marner’s goal almost forced 
Vasilevskiy to guess. I saw it suggested that Tampa should’ve swapped 
him out after the second and rested him up for Game 2, but I can see the 
team not wanting to look like they’re rolling over, or not wanting to 
represent some bigger goalie issue than there really is, or just not 
wanting to anger him. He wasn’t great, it happens, it’s unlikely to happen 
often. But one or two “off” Vasilevskiy games would go a long way for the 
Leafs' chances. 

And finally, 

It means next to nothing going in to Game 2 

Before Game 1 Jon Cooper mentioned what would happen if they lost 
the first contest: nothing. They’re a confident group, and a very good 
team that would dust themselves off and get back at it for Game 2. 

Barring injuries and suspensions, outcomes of one game almost never 
effect the next, particularly in the playoffs. The previous time Tampa and 
Toronto played it was 8-1 for the Bolts. And so without any disclosed 
injuries and an opening game win under their belts, the Leafs will set out 
to prepare for Game 2 and that fully fresh slate. The team may be 
preaching “never too high, never too low,” but for Leafs fans, it’s safe to 
take the day to enjoy – for once – a playoff game going perfectly to plan. 
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Sportsnet.ca / THE PROVING TIME OF YEAR By Eric Francis 

 

The Flames pieced together a season for the ages. But, steeled by the 
lessons of past playoff failures, they know chasing the Cup requires a 
different recipe — one they may have finally figured out. 

A lready comfortable in his role as one of the Calgary Flames’ leaders 
and spokesmen, Blake Coleman made it clear that he can also add 
“senior advisor” to his resume. “This is the time of year guys are asking a 
lot of questions,” says Coleman, who was brought in from the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup winners in Tampa Bay last summer. “You look at 
the Nashville game [an OT win for Calgary in late April], guys coming up 
asking if this is what to expect: ‘Is this playoff hockey?’” 

The answer? 

“The physicality, the tight-checking, and the emotion were really close to 
playoff hockey,” he says, adding the raucous crowd to the list. “But the 
after-the-whistle stuff, the retaliating — the things that can hurt your team 
— the good teams will cut that out of their game and give them a better 
chance to win.” 

Indeed, questions abound in a city with one of the NHL’s most abysmal 
playoff histories over the last three decades. Since winning the Stanley 
Cup in 1989, the Flames have advanced past the first round on just two 
occasions. So, despite piecing together a 50-win regular season for the 
ages, the Flames and their fans are painfully aware they have yet to 
accomplish anything of substance. 

Head coach Darryl Sutter has hammered that point home endlessly, 
which has done plenty to reset his players and prepare them nightly. The 
coach who turned the franchise around over the past 14 months by 
adding beef, structure, accountability and hope was also key in bringing 
Cup winners to the group like Coleman, Trevor Lewis and Tyler Toffoli, 
who’ve been busy sharing their wisdom with a group that also includes 
past champion Milan Lucic. 

None of those former champs were here three years ago, when the 
Flames punctuated a Western Conference regular-season title with a 
five-game faceplant against Colorado. The sting of that loss has hovered 
over this group ever since, far more than the first-round collapse against 
Dallas in the bubble two years back. 

Matthew Tkachuk believes both experiences serve his Pacific Division-
winning club well as they prepare for another opening round dance with 
the Stars starting Tuesday. “Our team played solid and probably good 
enough to put ourselves in a better position at the beginning of that 
[2019-20] series against Dallas, but they were more prepared and 
probably a better team at that point,” says Tkachuk, who was sidelined in 
Game 2 of that series with a concussion. “Looking back, that might have 
been a good thing that that happened to us because I don’t think we 
were fully built for it then. I think we’re better off now.” 

It’s interesting to note that, with a few exceptions, the core of this club no 
longer bristles when asked about the failures in their recent playoff 
history. “I think you have to carry past losses, because you have to find a 
way to learn from it,” says Tkachuk, who’s coming off a 42-goal, 104-
point campaign that shattered career highs. “That last year in the bubble 
was a different experience from the normal, but the year before that 
against Colorado, I don’t know if we were necessarily ready for playoff 
hockey against a team like that — we weren’t. I just think we limped in a 
little bit, resting guys and doing all of that stuff. It’s hard to just flip a 
switch in your first game. 

“We have been treating our last games like playoff games and it’s just 
going to carry on. This year I think, mentally, we’ll be more ready for it.” 

This group has proven to be sound of mind, bouncing back after losses, 
scoring the first goal more than any other team and compiling stats at 
both ends of the ice that landed the club top 5 in almost everything. Only 
one team had a better road record. 

Three years ago, the Flames leaned on skill alone, and it was nowhere 
near enough when push came to shove, the whistles were put away and 
brute force trumped soft hands. Players and personnel have that in mind 
when they say they believe this team has the brawn to insulate, protect 
and empower the NHL’s top line of Tkachuk, Johnny Gaudreau and Elias 
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Lindholm. “Honestly, I just think it’s a full depth thing with our full lineup 
— guys that we brought in, a bigger team,” says Tkachuk. “There’s a lost 
art. All the past teams that have won are big teams and physical. There’s 
obviously speed and skill on each team, but that’s not how playoff hockey 
is. We have a big defensive core and some guys can set the tone with 
that. And we have an unbelievable goalie.” 

None of the Flames’ success this season is possible without a backbone 
like Jacob Markstrom, who paced the Flames with the third-lowest goals-
against average in the loop. The stellar numbers he posted are a 
testament to the team’s defensive-minded approach and belief in the 
truth of Sutter’s continued reminders that defence wins championships. 
The focus is forechecking and possession, but the reminder is to always 
be on the right side of the puck. 

The approach worked in the regular season, as the club dominated all 
year with 5-on-5 success that became the team’s hallmark. If indeed 
power plays are harder to come by in playoffs, the Flames’ unparalleled 
success at even strength could prove to be the difference in a tough 
series. 

Confidence is also higher than ever, thanks to a season-ending 10-2-2 
run in which the Flames proved they could match the intensity of far more 
desperate clubs, and build their mojo as the spring approached. But 
perhaps nothing did more for them than the 5-4 overtime comeback in 
Smashville, where Tkachuk’s game-tying goal with 0.1 seconds left might 
have been overshadowed by the moxie the group showed in an 
emotional game that featured two successful heavyweight fights. 

If there was any question this team can play post-season hockey, it was 
answered against the Preds. “What it does is show guys in the room 
you’re willing to stand up for each other and battle for each other,” says 
Lucic, who anchors an experienced fourth line of bangers with Lewis and 
Brett Ritchie. “When I think about it — even though no one saw it and I’m 
not blaming anyone for it — when the [Jake] Muzzin/Tkachuk thing 
happened with the puck flipping, Chucky had a right to feel no one had 
his back in that situation. But then you have a night like the other night 
when everyone is standing up for Chucky and he’s standing up for other 
guys, [and] you play harder for one another because you show you have 
one another’s back. To be honest, they wanted to come at us and we 
answered the bell and that’s something we need to do moving forward.” 

Lucic has long cited the playoff heartache that preceded his Stanley Cup-
winning year in Boston as being integral to the winning process. Coleman 
says a late-season series of punch-ups against the Panthers prepared 
the Lightning for defending their crown last season. In short, the past 
matters in terms of shaping the future. 

“You’ve got to get away from, ‘Why they didn’t win a series’ or ‘Why they 
weren’t ready in [2018-19]’ — well, they were a bunch of kids,” says 
Sutter. “It’s the next step. It’s the first time they’ve played on a team with 
a defensive commitment or the checking commitments. So, the next step 
is play your game and go from there.” 

Gaudreau’s game hasn’t been good enough in past playoffs — a 
significant talking point again this season. However, the narrative has 
changed for many who believe that the support he has with two stellar 
linemates and the all-for-one team toughness can allow him to continue 
dominating like he has all season. “He’s an unbelievable player — one of 
the best in the world — who can take over games,” says Tkachuk. “He’s 
done it in games before for us. I’m looking forward to seeing it.” 

So is Sutter: “Probably one of the big reasons [they’ll be better] would be 
that they got their asses kicked, and they are proud guys and good 
players. There’s a big storm coming here this week.” 

“Playing playoff-style hockey all season long has got us ready for the 
next step for this team.” 

For his part, Gaudreau has learned from past mistakes, transforming 
himself into a two-way player at Sutter’s insistence. The change resulted 
in a 115-point season that saw everyone on his line score 40 goals. 
Toffoli, Mikael Backlund and 35-goal man Andrew Mangiapane give the 
Flames significant secondary scoring, while Coleman and Calle Jarnkrok 
have helped Dillon Dube enter the playoffs on a significant scoring binge. 

All six blue liners had career seasons, spearheaded by Rasmus 
Andersson and Noah Hanifin, who will face the Stars’ top line all series 
long. Chris Tanev and Oliver Kylington are a formidable second pairing in 

a sextet that accumulated the third-most points from defencemen in the 
league. Erik Gudbranson and Nikita Zadorov are expected to lead 
physically, as the faces of the group, which is interesting given that it was 
the big Russian who first called the Flames “easy to play against” when 
his Avalanche stomped on Calgary three years ago. 

“Just playing playoff-style hockey all season long has got us ready for the 
next step for this team,” says Lucic. “Just talking to guys about the 
differences between 2018-19 and now. They almost felt like they peaked 
too early. We did what we were supposed to do this year, but you kind of 
forget everyone starts at zero again. Ask anyone and they’ll tell you the 
goal is to win the Stanley Cup, but the goal is actually to win Game 1 and 
go from there. 

“The main thing for the learning curve for this group has been more to 
look at what the task at hand is on a daily basis instead of looking at the 
big picture. That kind of keeps things in perspective. One thing we have 
to continue doing is playing to the identity of the team we built this year. 
Ultimately that will give us success.” 

The Flames were 2-0-1 against the Stars this season but certainly don’t 
feel like they dominated the team that ousted them two years ago en 
route to the Cup Final. “We’re looking forward to playing a team that’s 
had our number and played very well against us and has carried the play 
mostly every game against us,” says Tkachuk. “We’re going to have to 
prove it to a team that’s been one of the best teams in the league at this 
time of the year for the last number of years. So, going into this series, 
they’ve done it, most of their guys have done it. We haven’t, so that puts 
them at a big advantage going into the series. We’ve got to prove it.” 

They certainly do. 

“This is the proving time of year — a time when players show up,” says 
Coleman, born and raised in Texas. “The games get harder and you 
either up your game or back down. We have a lot of proud players in our 
room and now they have some experience to lean on. Guys who had 
tremendous regular seasons are going to have to take it up even more. 
We have a talented top line but we win as a committee. 

“I think we really believe in our room we have what it takes to be 
successful come playoff time.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.04.2022 

1202057 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Simmonds, Maroon, Perry fined for unsportsmanlike 
conduct following Game 1 brawl 

 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadlerMay 3, 2022, 12:25 PM 

 

Monday's series-opener between the Toronto Maple Leafs and Tampa 
Bay Lightning saw tempers flare early on, with a trio of fines coming 
down Tuesday in the aftermath. 

Toronto's Wayne Simmonds and Tampa Bay's Pat Maroon and Corey 
Perry were all fined the maximum allowable amount under the CBA for 
unsportsmanlike conduct ($2,250 for Simmonds and Maroon; $2,500 for 
Perry). 

All three were involved in a scuffle that broke out in the third period of the 
eventual 5-0 Leafs win. 

The brawl saw nearly 80 penalty minutes issued, with all three players — 
as well as Ilya Lyubushkin, Jan Rutta, and Morgan Rielly — earning 10-
minute misconducts for their respective roles in the messy scene. 

Earlier in the game, Maple Leafs forward Kyle Clifford also earned the 
notice of the league when he boarded Lightning forward Ross Colton. 
Clifford was ejected from the game and is expected to be suspended — 
he has a hearing later Tuesday. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.04.20221202058 Websites 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 4, 2022 

 

 

TSN.CA / Klingberg, Andersson fight fuels Flames-Stars series as 
Calgary ekes out Game 1 victory 

 

Salim Valji 

 

It did not take long for emotions to come to the forefront of the Calgary 
Flames-Dallas Stars series. 

After the opening 20 minutes, Matthew Tkachuk levied a clean hit on 
Stars blueliner John Klingberg. Michael Raffl then confronted Tkachuk, 
and the two fought. Klingberg then decided to drop the gloves with 
Flames blueliner Rasmus Andersson. Klingberg and Andersson were 
ejected from the game shortly after, and each team had to play with five 
defencemen. 

Calgary ultimately squeezed out a 1-0 victory, and after the game 
Klingberg foreshadowed what might develop in the series. 

“I’m not saying I’m a tough guy, but he’s acting tougher than he is,” he 
said. 

“I feel like he’s the one guy there in the scrum. He doesn’t have a guy. 
I’m standing there with [Blake] Coleman and he’s standing there shaking 
his gloves to me like, ‘You want to go against me?’… I’m skating over to 
him, I’m dropping my gloves and he’s just standing there for like two 
seconds and all of a sudden he drops his gloves. He’s acting tougher 
than he is. We’re going to go after him.” 

The opening 10 minutes had the feel of a Calgary blowout. 

The Flames controlled the play from puck drop, fueled by a sellout crowd 
of over 19,000. Elias Lindholm scored five minutes in on the power play, 
sending fans into a frenzy. It took the Stars over 11 minutes to fire their 
first shot on Jacob Markstrom. 

The rest of the game, however, Dallas limited the Flames’ ability to enter 
their zone and have extended time with the puck. Calgary had zero 
scoring chances off the rush and 26 total shots on goal on the evening.  

During an uncharacteristically quiet evening, Lindholm, Tkachuk and 
Johnny Gaudreau combined for one five-on-five shot. Much of Dallas’ 
defensive efforts can be traced to goaltender Jake Oettinger, making his 
third career playoff start and looking very comfortable. 

“I don't know if I've ever been as fired up as I was in the first period 
there,” Oettinger said. 

“It was just such a fun atmosphere to play in. It's only going to get better 
from here on out." 

On the Flames’ end, Markstrom earned praise from teammates. Despite 
not being tested often, he came up with saves when needed. 

“He was solid,” Erik Gudbranson said. “There was moments in the game 
when he needed to be sticky and he was sticky and got a whistle for us. 
We trust him. He’s a great goaltender.” 

While Dallas lost and ultimately could not score, they did show that they 
will be a tougher out than many predicted. 

“They thought they were going to run us out of the rink, and our guys 
were going to stand up to everything they threw at us,” Stars head coach 
Rick Bowness said. 

“We’re here to win. We played 82 games to make it to the playoffs and 
we are not here to be somebody else’s stepping stone to the next round.” 

As for the added emotion, Coleman had a prediction for who might stir 
the pot even more as the series continues. 

"[Matthew Tkachuk] is the heartbeat,” he said. 

“He's in every scrum, he's setting up plays, he's scoring goals. He's a 
tough guy to play against…this is obviously the big stage. He had a great 
season. I expect we haven't seen the best of Matthew Tkachuk yet." 
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TSN.CA / 'Made for playoffs': Bunting skates with Leafs top line at 
practice 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs. The 
Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning held practices at Ford Performance 
Centre on Tuesday ahead of Wednesday’s Game 2 matchup at 
Scotiabank Arena. 

Michael Bunting skated in his usual spot beside Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner at practice.  

"I felt pretty good out there," the left winger said in his first media session 
since sustaining an undisclosed injury on April 23 in Florida. "I was in 
regular line rushes and I felt good. I felt like my speed was there, so 
pretty happy with it." 

"He looked good," agreed coach Sheldon Keefe. "As long as it continues 
to go well in terms of not having any flare-up or negative reaction, we 
believe he will be ready to play." 

The 26-year-old from Scarborough, Ont., watched Game 1 of the first-
round series from the press box.  

"I was sweating up there," Bunting said with a smile. "It was unreal. It got 
me going. I was standing up. I was cheering. It was pretty exciting to see 
that. It was my first ever time watching the Leafs [live] in a playoff game." 

Growing up as a Leafs fan, Bunting's favourite post-season memories 
were watching the Battle of Ontario with Mats Sundin and Toronto getting 
the best of Daniel Alfredsson and the Ottawa Senators. Those games got 
nasty and that's the type of environment that Bunting seems to thrive in. 
He led the Leafs in drawn penalties this season and is constantly chirping 
the opposition.  

"A player like Bunts is made for playoffs," said Keefe. "He plays a lot of 
regular-season games like they are playoff games. That is what makes 
him successful. He is playing with a higher level of intensity all of the 
time. That evens out a little bit in playoff time because others bring their 
game up, but I wouldn't be surprised if Bunts has another level to get to 
as well." 

Bunting, Toronto's premier pest, closing in on his playoff debut 

Toronto's premier pest is closing in on his playoff debut. Michael Bunting, 
who missed the last four games with an undisclosed injury, skated in his 
usual spot at practice alongside Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner. 
Bunting said he was feeling good and is optimistic about playing in Game 
2. Mark Masters and Chris Johnston have more. 

--- 

On Sunday, Keefe predicted we would see a "borderline violent" series 
and Game 1 certainly delivered with 122 penalty minutes. The NHL’s 
department of player safety levied fines against Toronto's Wayne 
Simmonds and Tampa's Pat Maroon and Corey Perry for actions 
stemming from a line brawl in the third period. What sparked it?  

"I'm not going to comment on that," said Maroon.  

"Just intensity," said Leafs defenceman Morgan Rielly, who was on the 
receiving end of some Maroon punches. "It's the first game of playoffs. I 
don't think there was anything offside." 

During the fracas, Rielly ended up fighting Jan Rutta. Both ended up 
bloodied with Rutta leaking from his forehead and Rielly dealing with a 
gash on his hand.  

"It's not usually his thing and he responded well," Bunting said. "We 
stepped up and we didn't shy away from that and that's playoff hockey. 
We were all pretty proud of one another."  
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Rielly kept his hand in his pocket throughout his media session. How's it 
feeling?  

"Fine," the 28-year-old said.  

    Morgan Rielly on fighting last night: 

    “That’s not something I’m overly familiar with. But, it’s a bit of a scrum 
& I didn’t think there was anything offside. Just a matter of playoff 
intensity.” 

    How’s his hand? 

    “Fine.” pic.twitter.com/C7ym39W0j8 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 3, 2022 

What did Keefe think about Rielly, Toronto's ice time leader, dropping the 
gloves for the first time since 2016?  

"You don't like to see those kinds of things [with] guys that aren't used to 
being involved in that," the coach admitted. "But you do get [dragged] 
into it at times. That's the reality of it. It was obviously somewhat 
calculated in that sense. We can debate it and say whatever we want, 
but it is a part of the game. We are trying to win the game. Whatever the 
circumstances are, our players have to be ready for it. Whether it is that 
example or a number of others throughout the game, our players just 
stood in there." 

Rielly now has two career NHL fights to go along with two in the Western 
Hockey League, per HockeyFights.com.  

After Game 1 tussle, Rielly says hand is good, enjoys playoff intensity 

After his first fight in years, defenceman Morgan Rielly shrugged off the 
confrontation, chalking it up to nothing more than playoff intensity. As a 
whole, the Leafs expect nothing less than a strong push back from the 
defending champs, who say they want to play heavier. 

--- 

Kyle Clifford received a one-game suspension for boarding Ross Colton 
early in Game 1.  

"He has to toe the line," Keefe said before the decision came down. "It is 
not an easy ask for a player like him. When you are him, you go on the 
ice, you want to get on top of the opposition quickly, you want to finish 
your checks and you want to make your mark physically. He had just 
finished a good check. The building is kind of erupting. All of a sudden, 
there is a second check there. It is a split-second decision and it wasn't a 
good one. He knows that. He has been around the game a long time and 
has played that way a long time. He paid for it at that moment. We paid 
for it as a team." 

In Monday's post-game news conference, Keefe said he didn't regret 
having Clifford in the lineup.  

"When I go back and look at our last 20 games and I pull out the games 
where our fourth line has been the best — and I am talking about playing 
the game, defending, skating, forechecking — it has been with Kyle 
Clifford in the lineup." 

    Toronto’s Kyle Clifford has been suspended for one game for Boarding 
Tampa Bay’s Ross Colton. https://t.co/2X1llmJ5tl 

    — NHL Player Safety (@NHLPlayerSafety) May 3, 2022 

--- 

With Bunting back on the top line at practice, Alex Kerfoot shifted to the 
second line with John Tavares and Ilya Mikheyev which bumped Ondrej 
Kase to the fourth line.  

Kase missed the final 20 games of the regular season after sustaining a 
concussion on March 19. He played 13 minutes and 29 seconds while 
producing two assists in his return to the lineup on Monday night.  

"He looked like himself," Keefe said. "I had a few clips today where he is 
absolutely giving us everything he has on the forecheck, backcheck and 
in puck battles. We threw him right into the PK and he was good there. I 
was thrilled that he not only played the game and got through the game 
but he did it confidently and didn't change his game or alter how his 

approach is. He just went out and played. That is a really good sign for 
us and for him." 

"It's never easy to go back after injuries and especially first playoff 
game," Kase said, "but the crowd was unbelievable there and they 
helped me." 

When did Kase know he'd be able to play in Game 1?  

"I don't know," he said. "It's a tough question. I knew it when I was on 
blue line and national anthem plays." 

Kase has a history of concussions and was limited to just three games 
with the Boston Bruins last season. He was able to suit up in 50 games 
with Toronto this season. The 26-year-old's perseverance in resurrecting 
his career led to him being voted the team's Bill Masterton Memorial 
Trophy nominee by the Toronto chapter of the Pro Hockey Writers' 
Association.  

"You need to focus every shift," the Czech native said. "You cannot think 
about what happened in the past." 

Kase details return from 20-game absence 

Ondrej Kase missed the last 20 games of the regular season before 
making his return Monday in Game 1 for the the Maple Leafs against the 
Lightning. Following his two assist performance, Kase spoke about his 
road to recovery. 

--- 

Andrei Vasilevskiy allowed five goals on 32 shots in Game 1. The only 
other time he allowed more than four goals in a playoff game during 
Tampa's two Cup runs was when he surrendered six to the Florida 
Panthers in Game 3 of the first round last year. 

"Vasi's the man and there's no other guy I want back there," said 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper. "One goalie actually had to work and the 
other goalie didn't have to work that hard." 

Vasilevskiy, the reigning Conn Smythe Trophy winner, didn't let the 
Game 1 barrage get to him.  

"I was impressed by his way in the locker room after the game," Pierre-
Édouard Bellemare noted. "He wasn't bothered ... He just said to make 
sure we understand what happened and focus on the next one coming 
up." 

At the other end, Jack Campbell stopped all 24 shots he faced to post his 
second career playoff shutout. In his final media session before Game 1, 
Campbell was asked how he planned to unwind on the eve of the 
playoffs. He said he'd have a good meal and watch a show. Pressed for 
details, Campbell encouraged reporters to follow up after the game.  

On Monday night, we got an answer.  

"My girlfriend Ashley cooked me a nice chicken breast, actually," 
Campbell revealed. "And I've been watching Ozark, the new season. So, 
it was a nice relaxing evening with the cats."  

Campbell has two pet cats.  

    Protect this man. pic.twitter.com/YXK1NhanOy 

    — TSN (@TSN_Sports) May 3, 2022 

--- 

What was the mood like around the defending champions on Tuesday?  

"Last night was ugly," Cooper said. "Let's make no bones about it, but 
this isn't the first time we've lost Game 1 and won the series. It's not 
ideal, but it's not like it's unchartered water either."  

The Lightning dropped Game 1 in three of eight series during their 
championship campaigns, but they never suffered such a lopsided loss.  

"We got to dig in a little deeper," Cooper stressed. "It was way too easy a 
night for their goaltender. We're a proud group so I'm not worried about 
these guys." 

Tampa's forward lines and defence pairs remained unchanged at 
practice. So, what's the biggest adjustment they need to make?  
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"We already made it," Bellemare said. "We just forget about that [game] 
... You don't win a series in one game." 

Leafs send a clear message with dominant Game 1 win over the 
Lightning 

Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner both found the back of the net, Jack 
Campbell pitched a shutout, and the Maple Leafs exorcised some playoff 
demons with a convincing Game 1 win over the Lightning. The TSN 
Hockey panel recaps Toronto's win and how a clear message was sent 
to the defending champs. 

--- 

The Lightning owned the top power play in the NHL in April, but failed to 
convert on five chances, including a five-minute major, in Game 1 while 
giving up a shorthanded goal.  

"You just can't feed them," Cooper said. "We fed them last night. We 
were probably a little lazy in some areas. I think we hoped for some plays 
instead of working for some plays." 

Nick Paul replaced Maroon on the second unit at practice.  

    First thing #TBLightning working on is power play. Entries were a 
problem last night, among other things pic.twitter.com/0PS1qx6Fhe 

    — Joe Smith (@JoeSmithTB) May 3, 2022 

--- 

William Nylander skated before practice, but departed before the main 
session. Pierre Engvall did not take the ice. Keefe said both players are 
expected to play on Wednesday.  

    Michael Bunting joins William Nylander’s pre-practice warm-up drill 
pic.twitter.com/OCGcxe12o5 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 3, 2022 

Petr Mrazek took part in practice for the first time since suffering a groin 
injury on March 29.  

--- 

Lines at Leafs practice:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Mikheyev - Tavares - Kerfoot  

Clifford - Kampf - Spezza  

Kase - Blackwell - Simmonds  

Rielly - Lyubushkin 

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Liljegren  

Sandin - Holl 

Campbell  

Kallgren  

Mrazek  

    Jack Campbell departs practice after one drill 

    Leafs have managed the practice workload throughout the season 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 3, 2022 
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TSN.CA / Lessons can be learned from a Game 1 blowout 

 

Travis Yost 

 

The 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs opened in mostly one-sided fashion on 
Monday night. The Los Angeles Kings and Edmonton Oilers played the 
lone competitive game, with the other three contests ending in decisive, 
lopsided scores. 

The Carolina Hurricanes started the party with a 5-1 victory over the 
Boston Bruins, relying on the same relentless pace of play that saw them 
outscore the Bruins 16-1 over the course of three regular-season 
meetings. 

If Carolina looked great, there isn’t a strong enough descriptor for what 
the Toronto Maple Leafs did to the Tampa Bay Lightning. Sheldon 
Keefe’s team skated to a 5-0 victory over the two-time defending 
champions in a game where goaltender Jack Campbell had to stop just 
24 shots. 

Later in the evening, the St. Louis Blues stole home ice from the 
Minnesota Wild, with Dean Evason’s team four goals underwater to open 
their series. 

Whenever you have such one-sided results in the opening game of a 
series, opinions can verge towards the extremes. Neither the Bruins nor 
the Lightning looked like they were in the same class as their opponents, 
yet we know all four teams are similarly talented, based on regular-
season performance. 

So, an interesting question arises: Can we draw anything from blowouts 
in the opener of a given series? Is it predictive of future results in the 
series, or merely just a volatile single-game outcome? 

The short answer is that it matters. Looking back on playoff results from 
2007-21, you can see that the bigger the score differential in Game 1, the 
higher the likelihood of a high score differential in Game 2. 

Teams that thump their opponents in the opening game (agnostic to 
home ice here for a moment) won Game 2 by an average of +0.55 goals 
and won Game 2 60 per cent of the time. Also of note, close opening 
games were very suggestive of close Game 2 outcomes – teams that lost 
by a goal in the opener were actually more likely to win Game 2 than 
their opponents, which goes to the theory that big goal differentials are, 
to some degree, suggestive of talent and performance disparities across 
the two teams. 

If you are a Maple Leafs, Blues, or Hurricanes fan, that’s music to your 
ears. And winning Game 2 60 per cent of the time on a +0.55 average 
margin of victory is a decisive advantage in a lower-scoring league like 
the NHL. 

But ultimately, we are just talking about two games here. Knowing (a) the 
average length of series; and (b) the impact of home ice, we must look 
further to understand what series openers can tell us. 

Let’s expand this analysis out. Taking the same approach based on 
Game 1 outcomes, what did it suggest for the rest of the series rather 
than just Game 2? Do the same trends apply? 

The short answer is yes, and significantly so. Winning the first game in 
and of itself creates a considerable series advantage – such is life when 
you have to win just three of the next six games, versus your opponent 
having to win four of the next six. 

But you can see the difference between the teams blowing out their 
opponents in Game 1 versus teams that may win by a smaller margin. A 
team winning in blowout fashion in Game 1 is advancing out of that 
series 80 per cent of the time, whereas a team winning Game 1 in closer 
fashion is advancing about 65 per cent of the time. The opposite 
relationship of course holds true: teams that lose close in Game 1 are 
much more alive than their blowout loss counterparts. 

So yes, these decisive Game 1 outcomes are already telling us 
something. Think of it this way: there is a 65 per cent chance two of the 
Hurricanes, Leafs and Blues will advance out of the first round, and a 52 
per cent chance that all three teams will eventually win this series. 

As for the Kings and Oilers? Prepare for a lengthier fight. 
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USA TODAY / Penguins goalie Louis Domingue ate spicy pork and 
broccoli before surprise entry into OT game, win vs. Rangers 

 

MIKE BREHM   | USA TODAY 

 

Pittsburgh Penguins goaltender Louis Domingue thought the referees 
were joking when he was told to enter Tuesday's game against the New 
York Rangers midway through the second overtime. 

In fact, the backup goalie had eaten a meal not long beforehand. 

"Spicy pork and broccoli," he said. "It's not great. ... I needed something 
in my belly." 

That probably fueled him because he made 17 saves in relief of injured 
starter Casey DeSmith (48 saves) and Pittsburgh got the win when 
Evgeni Malkin scored at 5:58 of the third overtime for a 4-3 victory. It was 
the first playoff win of his career and just his second appearance. 

"It’s crazy, but I guess that’s my life, and that’s hockey," Domingue said. 

He had played only four NHL games over the last three seasons and is 
up with the Penguins because of an injury to No. 1 goalie Tristan Jarry. 

Domingue began the game on the bench and moved under the stands 
because it was crowded. But he said he was ready, even with being 
unable to warm up. 

"It was a lot coming at me fast but it's something you prepare for as a 
backup," he said. "You've got to be ready at all times. The guys played 
super well for me the time I was in there, and I think Casey put us in a 
position to get to overtime." 

Predators goalie pulled after five first-period goals 

The Nashville Predators weren't given much chance against the 
Colorado Avalanche, and those odds got worse with news that No. 1 
goalie Juuse Saros would miss the first two games. 

The first period of Tuesday's 7-2 Colorado win showed why. 

David Rittich, who had one previous NHL playoff appearance, got the 
start and was gone from the game by the 15:04 mark after giving up five 
goals on 13 shots. 

Not all were his fault, though, as the top-seeded and finally healthy 
Avalanche flew through the Predators defenders. He probably could have 
been positioned better on Devon Toews' goal that made it 2-0, but 
Nashville made an egregious giveaway on an Andrew Cogliano 
shorthanded goal. 

NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE: Dates, times, television and results 

NHL AWARD PICKS: MVP race is loaded with possibilities; Igor 
Shesterkin a lock for Vezina? 

Colorado defenseman Cale Makar, who along with Nashville's Roman 
Josi will be finalists for the Norris Trophy, made a brilliant move to make 
it 4-0, banking in a shot off Rittich's mask. 

Nashville had another defensive breakdown on Artturi Lehkonen's goal, 
and rookie Connor Ingram entered the game for his fourth appearance of 
the season. He stopped 30 of 32 shots and could end up with the Game 
2 start. 

Rittich had beaten the Avalanche on April 28, stopping 42 of 46 shots.  

His other playoff appearance didn't go well. With Calgary at the time in 
2020, he gave up three goals on nine shots. 

Capitals upset Panthers 

The Washington Capitals upset the Florida Panthers 4-2 Tuesday night, 
handing the NHL's No 1 overall team its eighth home loss this season. 

Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin returned to the lineup after missing the 
final three regular-season games with an upper-body injury and played a 
key role: with a defensive play. 

He knocked the puck loose from Panthers defenseman MacKenzie 
Weegar in the third period and Evgeny Kuznetsov swept in on a 
breakaway and beat goalie Sergei Bobrovsky to tie the game 2-2. 

"That's why he's legend, right?" Kuznetsov told reporters. "It's a good 
thing he didn't touch the puck after so I got a breakaway."  

T.J. Oshie put Washington ahead less than three minutes later. 

The Capitals did get some bad news. Tom Wilson, who scored the first 
goal, played only three shifts. He is being evaluated for a lower-body 
injury, coach Peter Laviolette said. 

Wednesday's games 

Bruins at Hurricanes, 7 p.m. ET, ESPN. Hurricanes lead 1-0 

Lightning at Maple Leafs, 7:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2. Maple Leafs lead 1-0 

Blues at Wild, 9:30 p.m. ET, ESPN. Blues lead 1-0 

Kings at Oilers, 10 p.m. ET, ESPN2. Kings lead 1-0 
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