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Carolina Hurricanes built a consistent, winning culture by ‘trying to be like Boston’ 

By Chip Alexander 

Max Domi played 19 games this season for the Canes after 
being traded from Columbus but said it was enough to get an 
appreciation for Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour and his 
coaching style. 

“I’ve definitely never had a coach like Roddy,” Domi said 
Wednesday. “He’s so positive. He kind of feels like another 
player, to be honest with you. He wants to win so bad. When 
you have guy like him driving the bus, you’re very fortunate.” 

The Bruins’ Brad Marchand has mentioned the winning 
“culture” Brind’Amour has brought to the Canes since taking 
over as head coach. And Brind’Amour, in turn, credited the 
Bruins’ success for being a factor. 

“We’ve improved our overall outlook, I think, in four years,” 
Brind’Amour said. “It’s all a credit to the group. We’ve raised 
the expectations and tried to be a team like Boston. They 
don’t play for second place. Why are we playing for that, why 
are we just trying to make the playoffs? That makes no 
sense. 

“That’s all we did as a group. We said, ‘How do we compete 
with those guys?’ We just needed a little bit of a a change of 
attitude, a little belief.” 

DeAngelo Back in the Playoffs 

For the Canes’ Tony DeAngelo, Game 1 was his first playoff 
game since 2020 and the Toronto bubble. 

DeAngelo remembers it well. Then playing for the New York 
Rangers, the defenseman had the Canes’ Sebastian Aho 
dance around him with the puck and score on a quick 
backhander. It was the Canes’ signature play as Carolina 
swept the preliminary round series in three games. 

But Monday was different. DeAngelo and and Aho are 
teammates. PNC Arena was full and Canes fans loud. 

“It was unreal and gave us a big boost, an extra boost of 
adrenaline,” DeAngelo said Wednesday before Game 2. “We 
fed off the crowd.” 

While the Canes won 5-1, special teams play was not a 
factor. Both teams were 0-3 on the power play although the 
Bruins had two more minutes of power-play time. 

What needs to improve? 

“Just execution,” DeAngelo said. “Our penalty kill did a great 
job, too. We’ve got to keep working at it.” 

Slavin the Beast 

During a media availability Wednesday, DeAngelo referred to 
defensive partner Jaccob Slavin as a “beast” who will bounce 
people around with his size and strength, when need be. 

That would be Slavin, the 2021 Lady Byng Trophy winner, 
which is awarded for his gentlemanly play and 
sportsmanship. 

“Hey, as long as it’s not a penalty, you can still do that and 
still win the Lady Byng,” DeAngelo said, smiling. 

Slavin had 10 penalty minutes in 79 games this season while 
averaging a team-high 23:31 in ice time. 

“He’s a quiet leader and a fun guy to watch,” DeAngelo said. 
“On the defensive side of the puck I don’t think there’s a 
better guy in the NHL.” 

No Changes Expected 

The Carolina Hurricanes didn’t plan on changing anything for 
Game 2 of their playoff series against the Boston Bruins. 

The Canes got the job done in Game 1, winning 5-1 Monday 
as goalie Antti Raanta was the game’s first star. The lineup 
will remain the same Wednesday for Game 2, with Raanta 
again in net. 

Brind’Amour, while happy to take the series lead, said the 
final score was misleading. The coaches, he said, focus 
more on scoring chances in a game and those were about 
even Monday. The difference: the Canes finished off enough 
scoring chances and the Bruins didn’t. 

“Their pucks had eyes,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said 
Wednesday. 

Cassidy will stick with goalie Linus Ullmark, but will switch up 
his D pairs, putting Matt Grzelcyk with Charlie McAvoy and 
Hampus Lindholm with Brandon Carlo. Cassidy said 
Grzelcyk and Carlo had a “bit of a challenging night” in Game 
1. 

Forwards Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz, and 
defenseman Ethan Bear are the Canes’ likely scratches for 
the second straight game. 

Different Approaches 

The Canes and Bruins took differing approaches to their 
preparation for Game 2. Carolina did not practice Tuesday 
but had a full morning skate Wednesday. The Bruins held a 
full practice Tuesday, working on the power play part of the 
time, and had an optional skate Wednesday. 

Two players that were on the ice for Boston on Wednesday: 
Patrice Bergeron and Marchand.
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Hurricanes outmuscle Bruins to win Game 2, but lose goalie Antti Raanta to injury 

By Chip Alexander 

It was a game that had bad blood and real blood, big hits and 
brutal hits, and there could be more to come. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins engaged in a 
playoff game Wednesday that had all the elements of two 
teams that really don’t like each other. Respect each other, 
yes. But like? Not at all. 

The Hurricanes emerged Wednesday with a 5-2 victory in 
Game 2 of the first-round series and will take a 2-0 series 
lead to Boston for Games 3 and 4. They also could go into 
TD Garden with a rookie goalie starting and facing both a 
hostile Bruins crowd and Bruins team. 

Sebastian Aho, who scored twice for the Canes, called the 
game “high-paced, very intense, physical, a lot happening.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour agreed, saying, “There was 
not a dull moment, that’s for sure. A bit of everything in that 
game.” 

Everything changed in a flash Wednesday, the series going 
from heated to hated. It happened as fast as Bruins forward 
David Pastrnak could throw his hands into the face of Canes 
goalie Antti Raanta, or Andrei Svechnikov could level Bruins 
defenseman Hampus Lindholm. 

Pastrnak, crashing the net in the first period, initially 
attempted to slow down as he approached the cage, as if to 
avoid Raanta. But Pastrnak hit Raanta in the mask, leaving 
him down and bloodied at 7:47 of the first period. 

Game on. In came rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. The PNC 
Arena crowd became fully engaged. So did the Canes, who 
took a 2-0 lead on goals by Jesper Fast and Aho. 

The second period was a continuation of hard collisions and 
nasty scrums as Carolina added to the lead. Svechnikov 
delivered a megaton hit on Lindholm behind the Boston net 
— the replays shown on the scoreboard drawing as many 
gasps from the crowd as the hit itself, one of nine by 
Svechnikov in the game. 

After the game, Boston coach Bruce Cassidy told the media 
that Lindholm was “not doing well.” Svechnikov, in turn, said, 
“I feel bad for that guy, that was a pretty hard hit” and hoped 
Lindholm was not seriously injured. 

“You never want to see anybody get hurt and I don’t like 
seeing our goalie get taken out, either,” Brind’Amour said. 

Not long after Svechnikov’s hit, Kochetkov and Marchand 
were going at it on the other end of the rink — a push, a 
whack of the stick. The rookie did not back down from the 
veteran forward as both were called for slashing, which did 
not surprise Svechnikov. 

“I remember from the past playing with him in junior hockey 
and he was always that kind of guy,” Svechnikov said. “I told 
him after the second period (to) just stay calm.” 

With so many players piling into the penalty boxes — Boston 
had 13 penalties, Carolina 9 — the Canes were able to build 
a 4-1 lead after two periods on power-play goals by Aho and 
Nino Niederreiter, who also scored twice. Niederreiter’s first 
goal came late in a 5-on-3 advantage after the Bruins’ 
Patrice Bergeron had scored on a power play, popping a 
rebound past Kochetkov. 

Bergeron scored again in the third as the Bruins tested 
Kochetkov with 17 shots, pulling goalie Linus Ullmark with 
4:30 left in regulation for a sixth attacker and having a two-
man advantage after a Canes penalty. But Niederreiter’s 
empty-net goal finished it off as Kochetkov finished with 30 
saves. 

Raanta was ruled out with an upper-body injury, that with 
goalie Frederik Andersen sidelined since April 16 with a 
lower-body injury. Jack LaFontaine, who was called up this 
week from Chicago of the AHL to serve as the third goalie, 
quickly dressed and watched from the Canes’ equipment 
room. 

Brind’Amour had no update on Raanta’s condition but said 
the goalie did not enter the concussion protocol and was ‘”in 
good spirits” after the game. 

Kochetkov spent most of the season in Russia’s KHL and 
then with the Wolves in the AHL before the call came from 
Raleigh. Kochetkov went from backup to starter when 
Raanta was injured on a three-game road trip, starting 
against the New Jersey Devils and New York Rangers after 
relieving Raanta against the Islanders. 

Kochetkov was the winner in all three games. Now he has 
experienced the NHL playoffs for the first time, and won. 

“There’s a lot of faith in our group with that goalie,” 
Brind’Amour said.
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Hurricanes-Bruins Game 1 of Stanley Cup Playoffs on ESPN a ratings hit for the network 

By Luke DeCock 

Monday’s opening game of the Carolina Hurricanes’ first-
round playoff series against the Boston Bruins was a national 
TV ratings hit. With 857,000 viewers on ESPN, it was the 
most-viewed hockey broadcast on cable since opening night 
and the most-viewed opening game of the NHL playoffs in 20 
years. 

That doesn’t include local ratings on Bally Sports South in 
North Carolina or the Bruins broadcast on NESN. Those 

figures are according to Sports TV News & Updates on 
Twitter. 

According to the Sports Business Journal, Tuesday night’s 
triple-overtime game between the Pittsburgh Penguins and 
New York Rangers on ESPN topped that with 1.04 million 
viewers. For comparison, the Washington Capitals-Florida 
Panthers game on ESPN had 348,000. 

 

Hurricanes goalie Raanta injured in collision with Bruins’ Pastrnak, leaves Game 2 

By Luke DeCock 

The Hurricanes’ goaltending woes are getting deeper before 
they’re getting better, though Antti Raanta may have 
escaped a more serious injury after a scary collision in Game 
2 of the Canes’ best-of-7 Stanley Cup Playoff series against 
the Boston Bruins on Wednesday. 

Raanta left the game with 12:02 to go in the first period after 
Boston’s David Pastrnak collided with him during a Bruins 
power play. Raanta was trying to clear the puck and as 
Pastrnak tried to dodge it he crashed into Raanta’s head, 
leaving him bleeding from the mouth. 

After the game — a 5-2 Hurricanes win — Hurricanes head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour was unsure of the extent of Raanta’s 
injury. 

“I’ll know more in a little while,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously 
he didn’t come back. That’s not a good sign. But he was in 
good spirits after the game. I think tomorrow will tell.” 

Brind’Amour added that Raanta is not in concussion 
protocol. 

Teammate Andrei Svechnikov had a more positive take on 
the netminder. 

“I saw him. I think he’s good,” Svechnikov said. “I didn’t talk 
with him but I saw him. He looked good.” 

Officials assessed Pastrnak a minor penalty, and rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov — who won all three of his late regular-
season appearances — made his postseason debut. 

In support of Kochetkov, the Hurricanes scored two quick 
goals — at 13:03 and 15:30 of the period — to give him 
some breathing room. 

And he needed it. After the Canes extended the lead to 3-0 
and then 4-1, the Bruins scored later in the third to pull within 
two, and skated the final 4-plus minutes with six skaters, at 
one point getting a 6-on-4 after a Canes penalty. But the 
young Russian stood his ground, with a flurry of pad saves in 
the final minutes to secure the win. 

Kochetkov finished with 30 saves on 32 shots, and the 
Canes won, 5-2. 

Who is Pyotr Kochetkov? 

Kochetkov signed a two-year, entry-level deal with the 
Hurricanes in May 2021, and the Canes loaned him to 
Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod of the KHL for the first part of the 
season. Kochetkov, 22, posted a 10-10-2 record, 2.23 goals-
against average, .926 save percentage and two shutouts in 
23 appearances, finishing tied for sixth in the KHL in save 
percentage. 

After the KHL announced it would move directly to the 
playoffs following the Olympics, and with his team 
eliminated, Kochetkov was clear to cross the ocean and 
begin his career with the Canes’ AHL affiliate in Chicago. 

In 15 games with the Wolves, Kochetkov impressed. He 
went 13-1-1 with a 2.09 goals-against average and .921 save 
percentage. He’s allowed only 31 goals in 15 games played. 

After his call-up at the end of the regular season, he earned 
three wins in 2 1/2 games played, coming in to relieve 
Raanta for an injury and then starting the next two games — 
all Canes wins. 
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Hurricanes aren’t just winning, they’re also beating the Bruins at their own game 

By Luke DeCock 

Anything can happen in Boston, and often has, but it’s 
equally possible we’ll be able to look back at this series and 
pinpoint the moment the Carolina Hurricanes surpassed the 
Bruins on their way up the great pyramid of hockey as their 
one-time nemesis plummeted the other direction. 

You can already see how that might indeed be the case, and 
you don’t even have to look that hard. 

Or any farther than one moment in the second period 
Wednesday, when Boston defenseman Hampus Lindholm 
turned the corner around his own net, pivoting up ice to his 
right, unaware that Andrei Svechnikov had been lining him 
up since the moment Lindholm collected Brandon Carlo’s 
unwise pass. 

Svechikov hit Lindholm square in the chest, as devastating 
an impact as it was within the rules, the violence in a violent 
game, so hard that Lindholm’s stick broke off in his hand, 
leaving him clutching the stump of the handle as he crashed 
to the ice. 

That crushing blow, as much as any of the Hurricanes’ five 
goals in Game 2 or five goals in Game 1, may have altered 
the power dynamic between these incipient rivals for good. 
Time will tell. There is, as the saying goes, a lot of hockey 
left. 

But on a night when the Bruins knocked Antti Raanta out of 
the game and the Hurricanes rode a rookie goalie with a 
better grasp of mayhem than English to a 5-2 win and 2-0 
series lead, the Bruins were relegated to trying to win the 
game after the whistles because they can no longer keep up 
between them. 

“We’re not going to get pushed around, I guarantee you 
that,” Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. “But I 
thought we did a good job of being disciplined after the 
whistles. We were staying out of the stuff they were trying to 
pull us into and we were getting power plays instead.” 

It was real fin de siecle, fall of Rome stuff, the crumbling of a 
once-proud dynasty into decadence and self-ruin. There was 
a time when the Bruins thought they could skate around the 
Hurricanes, and they were probably right. There was a time 
when the Bruins thought they could push the Hurricanes 
around — and they were actually right. That time, and it 
appears their time, has passed. 

The Hurricanes aren’t just winning their way. They’re beating 
the Bruins at their own game at the same time. If the Bruins 
didn’t know it before Wednesday they certainly knew it by the 
time Svechnikov hit Lindholm. Svechnikov expressed 
remorse while acknowledging that’s a role he has to play. 

“Obviously I like the physical side of the game, but I feel bad 
for that guy,” Svechnikov said. “It was a pretty hard hit and 
you know, I was in that spot where I kind of have to hit it and 
I had time there, but he didn’t see me. I have to do that but I 
feel bad and sorry for him.” 

“He’s not doing well,” Boston coach Bruce Cassidy said of 
Lindholm. 

If Cassidy didn’t like the Svechnikov hit, the Hurricanes had a 
laundry list of their own concerns. Just when you expected 
Brad Marchand or Erik Haula to be the focus of the 
Hurricanes’ ire — let alone the unrestrained venom of their 
fans — a new target for umbrage stepped forward, or more 
accurately, into the picture when David Pastrnak collided 
with Raanta midway through the first period. 

Trying to dodge Raanta’s clearing attempt, Pastrnak ran into 
him instead, tripping over his left leg and catching Raanta in 
the face with his glove, bloodying his mouth and knocking 
Raanta out of the game for rookie Pyotr Kochetkov in his 
postseason debut — and, 30 saves later, his first postseason 
win. 

Not that Kochetkov went unscathed. When Marchand gave 
him a light cross-check, Kochetkov turned around and 
slashed Marchand, who then slashed the goalie back. While 
Cassidy called Pastrnak’s collision with Raanta a “freak 
play,” noting the Bruins were on the power play at the time, 
both plays fit in a trend of contact with Carolina goalies by 
the Bruins on Wednesday, and whether intentional or not, 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour thought it was the 
former. 

“Well, what do you think?” Brind’Amour said. “You can’t get 
any more obvious.” 

Nevertheless, the fact remains with Frederik Andersen out 
and Raanta’s status now uncertain, the Hurricanes’ hopes in 
this series may rest on a pair of rookies — Kochetkov and 
Jack LaFontaine — with a total of three NHL starts to their 
credit (and one was an abject disaster). 

The good news for the Hurricanes is that Kochetkov has 
been an ace in all four of his games, arriving late but just in 
time, and it’s hard to imagine the 18 skaters in front of him 
playing much better, much harder or much tougher. 

“That’s the best part about our group, is how we’ve 
responded and how we’ve played hard,” Brind’Amour said. 
“There’s lots of room to get better, which is good, a good 
sign. We need to be better in certain areas. It’s just one step. 
We’ve got a long way to go here.” 

They’ve done it at home. Now they’ll have to do it in a Boston 
bear pit baying for blood, the only way to find out whether the 
tide really and truly has turned.
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Hurricanes' Antti Raanta exits vs. Bruins after collision with David Pastrnak 

Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Antti Raanta exited 
Wednesday's 5-2 win over the Boston Bruins after colliding 
with right wing David Pastrnak early in the first period. The 
Hurricanes confirmed Raanta suffered an upper-body injury 
and announced he would not return. 

Pastrnak was skating toward the net when he ran into 
Raanta and hit him in the face. After the collision, Raanta 
took his helmet off and was bleeding above his top lip. 

Officials gave Pastrnak a two-minute penalty for goaltender 
interference on Raanta, who left the ice. Rookie goaltender 
Pyotr Kochetkov entered the game for Carolina. Raanta had 
six saves before exiting the game, while Kochetkov tallied 30 
in the win. 

Hurricanes take Game 2 as the legend of Pyotr Kochetkov 
grows: Vibe check 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov doesn’t speak 
much English, but it seems like he’d prefer to let his smirk do 
the talking anyway. 

The 22-year-old Russian entered his Stanley Cup playoff 
debut under the same circumstances as his three career 
regular-season NHL games — in relief due to an Antti 
Raanta injury. But this time the stakes were much higher, 
and everyone knows what you do when the stakes are high: 
You exit the net and challenge Brad Marchand to a fight.  

“He got cross-checked,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Fair. 

“He’s competitive. We’ve got competitive guys.” 

“I don’t know if he’s ‘crazy,'” said Sebastian Aho, when asked 
if Kochetkov is wild like the old-school goalies. “Funny guy. 
Obviously, he doesn’t speak much English, but he’s trying, 
and I feel like I understand pretty good what he’s saying 
every time. He’s a pretty good guy. Everyone likes him. He 
fits well.” 

“He’s that kind of guy,” said countryman Andrei Svechnikov. 
“I remember from the past, playing with him in junior hockey. 
He was always that kind of guy. Gets into that, but I told him 
after the second period to just stay calm. That’s what I keep 
saying to myself, as well.” 

It wasn’t the first time Kochetkov “got into that” this season. 
He challenged the entire Iowa Wild bench during his AHL 
debut in February. 

“They have a much tougher team than us,” Wolves GM 
Wendell Young told The Athletic, laughing. “I was like, 
‘Whoa, slow down, here.’ That’s fun stuff to watch, though — 
it’s his enthusiasm. He’s upbeat. He’s enthusiastic. He’s all 
that. He seems like a guy that just loves the game. Loves 
playing goal. Loves the game. There’s certain people that 

like the lifestyle of hockey or being a hockey player. But 
there’s certain players that love the game. He seems like a 
guy that loves hockey and loves playing the game.” 

The hockey gods haven’t made it easy for Kochetkov at the 
beginning of his NHL career, but he’s risen to the challenge 
every single time. 

The Canes first called him up at the end of the regular 
season, after Freddie Andersen went down with his left leg 
injury. They only expected March’s AHL goalie of the month 
(13-1-1, 2.09 goals-against average, .921 save percentage in 
the AHL) to play in one game. But he played thrice and won 
them all — including a back-to-back in relief of a minor 
Raanta injury. His 31-save performance against the Rangers 
clinched the Metro for the Canes, and although there was 
consideration for giving him the Game 1 start, the team 
ultimately went with tried-and-true Raanta. 

It was the right choice. As co-Jennings Trophy winner, 
Raanta had earned it and Brind’Amour is big on “earning it.” 

That was working out great until, of course, the bloody mouth 
7:47 into the first period Wednesday. Boston’s David 
Pastrnak came flying at Raanta, and although it appeared he 
at least tried to brace himself and stop his momentum, he 
could have tried sooner and the damage was done. 

Luckily for the Canes, Kotchetkov showed the same 
confidence and skill he did in the regular season in his 
playoff debut, amassing 30 saves on 32 shots — good for a 
.938 save percentage. The Canes also played tremendously 
in front of him for the first 15 or so minutes, with two quick 
unanswered goals and a tight defensive effort. The end of 
the third was sloppy, but that’ll come out in the wash. 

“What are you gonna do? It’s the next man up,” Brind’Amour 
said. “The adversity that we had earlier in the year with the 
goalies has made this not a big deal. We’ve got faith in the 
kid. We’ve seen him. It’s not like we’re throwing him in and 
going, ‘We don’t know what we have.’ We’ve seen him. The 
guys responded with the way they played in front of him, but 
he responded with the way he played. There’s a lot of faith in 
that group with our goalie.” 

“Koochie” became something of a cult hero for the 
Hurricanes in the regular season, and the legend grew 
Wednesday. With the 5-2 win over the Bruins, they take a 2-
0 series lead to Boston. 

So how are the vibes? 

Vibe check 

• Brind’Amour posed a question to his group a few weeks 
ago, during that rough patch where everyone (I’m looking at 
you, folks!) thought the sky was falling: “What are you gonna 
do when things go wrong?” Tonight, when things went 
wrong, the team was unwavering. Jesper “Quickie” Fast 
scored a quickie, then Sebastian Aho followed up two 
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minutes later. Aho struck again to open the second period, 
just for good measure. Color me impressed by the resolve 
and lack of panic in the group. 

• This quote from Aaron Ward is from a story running 
Thursday looking back at the 2006 champion Hurricanes, but 
it’s too relevant not to include given the current situation: 
“Look at 2006. Our biggest challenge was the first two 
games. Our goalie had the flu and wasn’t able to carry us. 
We overcame it when Cam (Ward) got in there. We 
remained the same team no matter who was in net.” This 
year’s Hurricanes have the same challenge, and look like 
they’re rising to it so far. 

• Brind’Amour had no real update on Raanta postgame but 
said he was “in good spirits.” Looks like there will be more of 
an update tomorrow. Raanta looked locked in again at the 
start of Game 2, with six saves on six shots before the 
Pastrnak collision. 

• The second period of that game could be an entire story in 
itself. The continued resilience after the Raanta injury. The 
Svechnikov hit, equal parts gigantic and clean. The growing 
legend of “Koochie.” Maybe one day, we’ll look back on it the 
way Ward and Co. looked back on their run. Just maybe. 

• Speaking of the physicality, these two games have proved, 
as Tony DeAngelo put it postgame, that the Canes “will not 
be pushed around.” Physicality has felt like a major missing 
piece of the Canes’ past few playoff runs, but it’s safe to say 
that’s no longer a concern. There were 22 penalties, 46 
penalty minutes and 78 total hits Wednesday. There were 
the aforementioned shenanigans and plenty of other post-
whistle shenanigans. The Canes managed to roll with it and 
end up on top. 

• Svechnikov had a career-high nine hits, including one of 
the most memorable checks in PNC Arena memory on 
Hampus Lindholm. 

“Obviously I like the physical part of the game, but I feel bad 
for that guy,” Svechnikov said. “It was a pretty hard hit. I was 
in a spot where I kind of had to hit it. I had time there and he 
didn’t see me. I had to do that, but obviously, I feel bad and I 
hope he’s OK.” 

• Give me fuel, give me fire, give the blankest check to Nino 
Niederreiter. Two goals on the evening, three goals in two 
playoff games, and things like this: 

• Some guy named Wayne has the Canes winning the Cup.
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Hurricanes bully Bruins in 5-2 Game 2 win 

Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter had two goals apiece, and Andrei Svechnikov's hit on Hampus Lindholm changed the 
complexion of the game and perhaps series 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Another injury to a Hurricanes goalie. A devastating hit by Andrei Svechnikov. Carolina’s rookie goalie getting into a 
shoving match with a future Hall of Famer. 

Game 2 of Carolina’s first round series with the Boston Bruins had a bit of everything. 

That included another win for the Hurricanes. 

Carolina survived a first period injury to Antti Raanta and continued their dominance of the Bruins this season, jumping to an early 
lead and frustrating Boston in a 5-2 win in front of a crowd of 18,880 Thursday at PNC Arena to take a 2-0 series lead. 

“A lot happened today, so it would be easy to go off the rails and start doing stuff that you don’t usually do,” said Hurricanes center 
Sebastian Aho, who had two goals. “So I think we did pretty good of just keeping going.” 

The Hurricanes carried on without Raanta, who was knocked out of the game when Boston’s David Pastrnak collided with him at 
the 7:47 mark of the first period, and built a 3-0 lead after Aho scored his second goal of the night early in the second period. 

But the Bruins tried to claw their way back, unsurprisingly led by captain Patrice Bergeron and their power play. 

Bergeron whacked at a loose puck in front of Hurricanes rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov (30 saves), connecting on the second 
attempt to cut Carolina’s lead to 3-1 at 14:57 of the second and give Boston momentum. 

Svechnikov quickly took it away. 

Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm accepted a pass from partner Brandon Carlo and came around the Boston net only to be 
met by a vicious Svechnikov hit. 

Lindholm was out on his feet, left holding the handle of his broken stick and trying to regain his faculties. He did not return to the 
game. 

“I like the physical part of the game, but I feel bad for that guy,” Svechnikov said of the hit, one of a career-high nine in the game. “It 
was a pretty hard hit, and I was in that spot where I kind of have to hit it. I had time there and he didn’t see me, but I had to do that. 
But obviously I feel bad and sorry for him.” 

When asked about the hit, Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy took a long pause and said, “Well, it looked high to me, and that’s why he 
left the game. He has an upper-body injury. It was on time, certainly, but it looked high. (The referees) didn’t see it that way.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “To be effective, that’s kind of how he has to play. You never want to see guys get hurt.” 

But Brind’Amour continued that thought to address Pastrnak’s collision with Raanta. 

“I don’t like seeing our goalie taken out either. But one was legal, one’s not.” 

Brind’Amour was then asked if he thought the Bruins —  who also went after Kochetkov, most notably 41 seconds after 
Svechnikov’s hit when Brad Marchand and Kochetkov received matching minors after exchanging slashes — were targeting 
Carolina’s goalies. 

“What do you think?” Brind’Amour responded. “It can’t get any more obvious.” 

The Hurricanes came out of the Svechnikov ruckus with a power play, and Nino Niederreiter scored at 18:52 of the second period 
to give Carolina a 4-1 lead. 

Boston was called for 13 infractions in all, with 16 of its 28 penalty minutes coming after Svechnikov’s hit as the Bruins’ frustration 
grew. 
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“We’re not going to be pushed around, I guarantee that,” said Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who finished with three 
assists. “But I thought we did a really good job of being disciplined after the whistles. I thought we were staying out of the stuff they 
want to try to pull us into it, and we went to power plays instead.” 

The Hurricanes’ power play answered the bell, scoring twice before going conservative in the third period with two defensemen. 

The game started similarly to Monday’s Game 1, with Boston getting an early power play and controlling play. But then on the 
Bruins’ second man advantage of the first eight minutes, Pastrnak collided with Raanta. 

The Hurricanes, with rookie Kochetkov in net, responded not with grit but goals. 

Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal exploited Boston’s third pairing of Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton with a cross-ice pass that 
evaded both and found Jesper Fast for a one-timer and 1-0 lead at 13:03 of the first. 

Just over two minutes later, DeAngelo shimmied at the blue line to create a shooting lane and his shot was redirected by Aho for a 
2-0 lead at 15:30. 

The Bruins then started their parade to the penalty box, and Aho struck for a second time by firing a power play one-timer past 
Linus Ullmark (29 saves) 70 seconds into the second period to push the lead to three and create a frenzy at PNC Arena. 

Now the Hurricanes will need to replicate their first two performances as they travel to Boston for Games 3 and 4. 

“We’ve just got to keep playing the same way,” DeAngelo said. “You’re going to head to Boston now and it will be a little bit of a jolt 
for them I’m sure with their home crowd. 

“We’re gonna try to do the same thing as we’re doing.” 

Notes: Niederreiter scored twice, adding a late empty-net goal, and now has three goals in two games this postseason. He had 
three goals in his previous 29 playoff games with Carolina. … Jaccob Slavin, who had two assists, is plus-6 through two games.
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Recap: Canes Move Series Lead To 2-0 With Game Two Victory 

Aho, Niederreiter score twice as Kochetkov earns win in 
relief 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Despite losing starting netminder Antti 
Raanta due to injury just 7:47 into the game, the Carolina 
Hurricanes found a way to take a 5-2 victory over the Boston 
Bruins Wednesday.  

Three Things 

1) Koochie Time 

After making just six saves, a charging David Pastrnak 
ended the night of Carolina's starting netminder not even 
eight minutes into the game's first period. 

Pastrnak collided with Raanta and the netminder went down 
immediately, needing the attention of Canes head athletic 
trainer Doug Bennett before having to be helped off the ice. 
This prompted the entrance of Pyotr Kochetkov, a veteran of 
just three NHL games - all of which came within the final six 
days of the Canes regular season schedule. 

After getting two goals of support in the next 7:43, the rookie 
was able to do his part from there, stopping 30 out of 32 and 
earning a win in relief. 

2) Full Force Physicality 

After the teams combined for 90 hits on Monday night, the 
two totaled 78 this evening. 

Even following the Pastrnak and Raanta collision, there were 
several notable instances of the two sides coming together in 
dangerous ways. 

Andrei Svechnikov knocked Hampus Lindholm out of the 
game after a flooring hit during the second period and then in 
the moments following Kochetkov and Brad Marchand got 
into it, leading to the two both receiving slashing minors. The 
sequence was a pivotal stretch in the contest, elevating 
tensions to a new level. 

In total, there were 22 penalties on the night, resulting in 46 
penalty minutes. 

3) Capitalizing On The Man Advantage 

While they had nine opportunities on the night, Carolina was 
able to make good on two of their power play attempts on the 
evening, thanks to Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter. 
Both wound up with two goals each on the night, with both of 
their man advantage tallies coming during the second period. 

The power play has been under a microscope since starting 
the month of April 0-for-17, but after scoring in three of their 

five final regular season games on the man advantage, the 
ball has started to roll their way. 

Both the coaching staff and players have noted the 
importance of special teams in postseason play and the 
Canes were able to both garner power play chances from 
Boston tonight and cash in on them.   

They Said It 

Sebastian Aho's opening thoughts on tonight's contest... 

"That was high-pace, intense, physical. A lot happened in 
that game. The crowd was unreal once again. As a player, 
you love to play a game like that and I'm sure our fans 
appreciated it too." 

Rod Brind'Amour on the intense and physical nature of 
tonight's contest... 

"Like I've said all year, whatever way the game goes, I think 
we're capable of playing it. Whether it's a physical game, we 
have guys that can do that, or a skilled game, we're pretty 
capable of doing that too. It was a hard-fought game. 
Everyone is playing their behind off and so far for us, it's 
been good." 

Andrei Svechnikov touching on his hit on Lindholm... 

"Obviously I like the physical part of the game. I feel bad for 
him, it was a pretty hard hit. I was kind of at a spot where I 
had to hit him and he didn't see me. I had to do it, but I feel 
bad and I feel sorry for him." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are set to hold a limited practice at PNC Arena 
Thursday morning before flying to Boston. Game Three will 
be at TD Garden Friday evening at 7 p.m. 

Bonus Notes 

 Post-game Brind'Amour did not have an update on 
Raanta, but said he was in good spirits. He further 
indicated that tomorrow would be telling for the 
situation. The netminder had six saves on six shots 
before departing the contest. 

 In 82 regular season games the Canes did not have 
a five-on-three goal. Niederreiter's first of the night 
came in that fashion though. 

 Andrei Svechnikov had a career-high nine hits in 
the affair. 

 Tony DeAngelo (3) and Jaccob Slavin (2) combined 
for five assists. 
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 Tonight was another sold out PNC Arena at 18,880.

 

 

Kochetkov helps Hurricanes top Bruins in Game 2, extend series lead 

Makes 30 saves in relief after Raanta injured in first period in 
Eastern First Round 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Pyotr Kochetkov made 30 saves in relief in 
his Stanley Cup Playoffs debut and the Carolina Hurricanes 
defeated the Boston Bruins 5-2 in Game 2 of the Eastern 
Conference First Round at PNC Arena on Wednesday. 

The Hurricanes lead the series 2-0. Game 3 is at Boston on 
Friday. 

Kochetkov, a 22-year-old rookie who had played three NHL 
games, came in for Antti Raanta (six saves), who left at 7:47 
of the first period after he was hit by Bruins forward David 
Pastrnak as he was playing the puck just outside the crease. 
Pastrnak made contact with the goalie's left leg and head 
and was assessed a minor penalty for goaltender 
interference. 

"We've got faith in the kid," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We've seen him. It's not like we're just 
throwing him in. The guys responded in the way they played 
in front of him, but he responded in the way he played. 
There's a lot of faith in that group with our goalie." 

Kochetkov was recalled from Chicago of the American 
Hockey League on April 18, made his NHL debut five days 
later and went 3-0-0, with a 2.42 GAA and .902 save 
percentage in three games (two starts). 

Raanta made 35 saves in his first NHL playoff start, a 5-1 
Carolina win on Monday. No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen 
hasn't played since April 16 because of a lower-body injury. 
Brind'Amour said Raanta was not placed in concussion 
protocol. 

Kotchetkov's steady performance came after Andrei 
Svechnikov's words of encouragement when he came into 
the game in the first period. 

"I said, 'Be confident and don't worry about anything. It's 
playoff hockey and I know you're ready. You're going to 
produce well here," the Hurricanes forward said. 

Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter scored two goals each 
for the Hurricanes, the No. 2 seed in the Eastern 
Conference. Tony DeAngelo had three assists. 

Patrice Bergeron scored both goals for the Bruins, who are 
the first wild card in the East. Linus Ullmark made 29 saves. 

Boston had 13 minor penalties and gave up two power-play 
goals. 

"Their special teams were good tonight," Boston coach 
Bruce Cassidy said. "I thought our power play was better, 
produced. And then it comes down to discipline. We were in 
the box a lot tonight, and you have to look at that and see 
what was warranted, what wasn't, but that can't continue 
either." 

The Hurricanes took a 1-0 lead at 13:03 of the first period. 
Jordan Staal made a cross-ice pass to Jesper Fast, who 
scored on a one-timer from the left circle. 

Carolina pushed it to 2-0 at 15:30 when Aho tipped 
DeAngelo's shot in the slot. 

"We've gotten some plays off tips and things like that," 
Brind'Amour said. "We've gone months when we couldn't get 
one of those. Right now it's working for us." 

Aho's power-play goal gave the Hurricanes a 3-0 lead at 
1:10 of the second period. He one-timed a pass from 
DeAngelo above the right face-off circle. 

"It's high-paced, very intense, physical," Aho said. "A lot 
happened in that game. As a player, you love to play a game 
like that." 

Bergeron cut the Carolina lead to 3-1 at 14:57 of the second 
period when he followed his own backhand and slipped the 
puck under Kochetkov. 

Niederreiter scored after a goal-front scramble during a 5-on-
3 to make it 4-1 lead with 1:08 left in the second period. 

Bergeron redirected Charlie McAvoy's shot with his left skate 
to make it 4-2 at 12:21. 

"One game at a time. That's all we can focus on now, it's 
game three," Bergeron said. "It's playoff hockey, you have 
some adversity. For us it's early. So, you know, back to 
game three." 

The Bruins had a 6-on-4 after pulling Ullmark and going on 
the power play late in the third, but Kochetkov stopped 
Pastrnak on a back-door pass before making a save on 
McAvoy in the slot.  
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Niederreiter scored an empty-net goal with 41 seconds 
remaining for the 5-2 final. 

NOTES: Kochetkov (22 years, 313 days) is the third-
youngest goalie in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history to 
make his playoff debut, behind Kay Whitmore (21 years, 360 
days) & Cam Ward (22 years, 54 days). … Boston 
defenseman Hampus Lindholm left the game late in the 
second period after a check from Svechnikov. Cassidy did 
not have an update on Lindholm. … Bergeron scored his 
47th playoff goal to pass Phil Esposito for second on the 
Bruins all-time list (Cam Neely, 55). … Niederreiter has three 

goals in the first two games of the series, matching his total 
in 29 playoff games the past three seasons. … DeAngelo 
has four assists in the series. … Svechnikov had a career-
high nine hits. … The Hurricanes are the second team in 
NHL history to have two different goalies each record his first 
playoff win in the first two games of a postseason (Detroit 
Red Wings, Ron Low and Jim Rutherford, 1978). ... Carolina 
has won five straight against Boston this season, outscoring 
its opponent 26-4. The Hurricanes defeated the Bruins 3-0 
on Oct. 28, 7-1 on Jan. 18, and 6-0 on Feb. 10 in the regular 
season, and 5-1 in Game 1 on Monday.

 

Kochetkov 'clutch' for Hurricanes in relief of Raanta during Game 2 win 

Makes 30 saves against Bruins in playoff debut after starter 
injured in first period 

By Mike G. Morreale 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Pyotr Kochetkov doesn't speak English, 
but he was loud and clear with his performance in relief for 
the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 2 of the Eastern 
Conference First Round against the Boston Bruins on 
Wednesday. 

The Russia-born goalie made 30 saves on 32 shots in 52:05 
in his Stanley Cup Playoffs debut after replacing injured 
starter Antti Raanta, helping Carolina to a 5-2 win that 
extended its lead in the best-of-7 series. Game 3 is at Boston 
on Friday.  

The rookie became the third youngest goalie (22 years, 313 
days) in Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers history to make his 
playoff debut, behind Kay Whitmore (21 years, 360 days; 
Game 1 of the 1989 Adams Division Semifinals) and Cam 
Ward (22 years, 54 days; Game 2 of the 2006 Eastern 
Conference Quarterfinals). 

"I thought he was really calm, made a lot of good saves, 
wasn't trying to do too much," Carolina defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo said. "Coming in cold midway through the first 
period of a playoff game as a rookie -- he's only been here a 
couple weeks -- he was really good." 

The ability to keep the Bruins in check was one thing, but 
Kochetkov also worked the crowd into a frenzy late in the 
second period when he stood his ground during a run-in with 
Bruins forward Brad Marchand. 

"I said, 'Be confident and don't worry about anything. It's 
playoff hockey and I know you're ready. You're going to 
produce well here,'" Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov 
said. "He's that kind of guy. I remember from the past playing 
with him in junior hockey, he gets into that." 

Kochetkov, selected by Carolina in the second round (No. 
36) of the 2019 NHL Draft, went 13-1-1 with a 2.09 goals-
against average and .921 save percentage in 15 games with 

Chicago of the American Hockey League this season. He 
was called up to the Hurricanes on April 18 and made his 
NHL debut five days later, going 3-0-0 with a 2.42 GAA and 
.902 save percentage in three games (two starts).  

"He's got a good record so I'm sure they believe in him, but 
playoff hockey is a different animal," Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. "They knew they were going to have to tighten 
up in front of him to give him a chance when you're thrown in 
like that.  

"I thought the young kid did a really good job. We could have 
had more than two."  

Kochetkov, the Hurricanes' No. 3 goalie, entered at 7:47 of 
the first with the score 0-0 when Raanta left with an upper-
body injury after being hit by Bruins forward David Pastrnak 
while playing the puck just outside the crease. Frederik 
Andersen, Carolina's No. 1 goalie, is out because of a lower-
body injury sustained April 16. 

Kochetkov stopped the first 12 shots he faced before Patrice 
Bergeron pulled Boston within 3-1 on a rebound in the slot at 
14:57 of the second period. The goalie confronted Marchand 
less than three minutes later when the Bruins forward 
bumped him outside the crease after Kochetkov made the 
save on his shot from the left face-off circle at 17:51.  

Kochetkov slashed and then shoved Marchand, who 
retaliated a slash of his own. Each player was assessed a 
minor penalty for slashing. 

"We're not going to get pushed around, I guarantee you 
that," DeAngelo said.  

Kochetkov came up big in the third period, stopping 16 of 17 
shots, including four during a Bruins power play that began 
with 4:11 left.  

"He's a great goalie, makes clutch saves and you really want 
to work hard for a guy like that," Hurricanes forward 
Sebastian Aho said. "I wasn't surprised he came [up] clutch 
again."
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Hurricanes claim testy win vs. Bruins, take 2-0 series lead 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes didn’t flinch 
after losing yet another goaltender. Instead, they responded 
with a physical and even confrontational edge against a team 
that has twice bullied them out of recent NHL playoffs.  

And now, they’re up 2-0 on the Boston Bruins in their first-
round series. 

Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter each scored twice and 
the Hurricanes overcame the early loss of goalie Antti 
Raanta to beat the Bruins 5-2 on Wednesday night. 

Jesper Fast had the game’s first goal for Carolina in another 
strong offensive showing to start this series. Rookie 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov came on in relief of Raanta to 
finish with 30 saves. 

Perhaps just as importantly, the Hurricanes looked ready for 
a fight at every moment as the Bruins racking up penalties 
and time in the box while facing yet another uphill climb. 

“We’re not going to get pushed around, I guarantee you 
that,” said Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who had 
three assists. 

Game 3 is Friday night in Boston. 

This game quickly went from competitive to feisty and 
downright ornery in quick fashion — namely after Boston’s 
David Pastrnak knocked Raanta from the game midway 
through the first period when he struck the goaltender in the 
head with a gloved hand as he tried to skate past him. 

Already down injured No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen to start 
the playoffs, Carolina turned to Kochetkov as Raanta exited 
while bleeding from an apparent mouth injury.  

After Raanta’s exit, the teams constantly traded words and 
hits, along with repeatedly tussling after the whistle. Notably, 
there was the jarring shoulder-to-chest blast by Carolina’s 
Andrei Svechnikov that leveled Hampus Lindholm and left 
him wobbly as he was helped to the locker room late in the 
second. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said he thought Svechnikov’s hit 
was “on time certainly but it looked high.” Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour was more irritated by Pastrnak’s hit on 
Raanta. 

“You never want to see guys get hurt,” Brind’Amour said. “I 
don’t like seeing our goalie get taken out either. But one was 
legal, one was not, if you really want to break it down.” 

Patrice Bergeron scored both of Boston’s goals, the first on a 
loose rebound in the second and then another on a 
redirection near the crease in the third. Linus Ullmark 

surrendered four goals for the second straight game and 
finished with 29 saves. 

“We need a timely save, there’s no doubt about it,” Cassidy 
said. “We got better. We’re closer to scoring, we scored a 
couple. I thought (Kochetkov) did a really good job. We 
could’ve had more than two.” 

Fittingly, the game ended with the teams being separated 
once more after the whistle. 

“There was not a dull moment, that’s for sure,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

PENALTY TROUBLE 

Among the post-whistle exchanges was one between 
Kotchetkov and Boston’s Brad Marchand, who shoved 
Kochetkov from behind as he tried to play a puck. 

The goaltender objected with a jab of his stick, then his own 
shove after the play, only to see Marchand immediately 
swing his stick and pop Kochetkov in the right arm. Both 
ended up drawing a slashing penalty, part of a busy night in 
the box for the Bruins with 13 penalties for 28 minutes. 

“You want to play between the whistles,” Bergeron said. “You 
want to play physical and hard. But you want to make sure 
it’s the right way because obviously tonight they scored 
some goals on the power play and it hurt us, basically.” 

LOSING RAANTA 

Raanta had 35 saves in his first career playoff start in Game 
1 and was hurt after he had cleared the puck. Cassidy called 
it a “a freak play.” 

“His foot caught his pad, he’s trying to block the clear but get 
out of the way,” Cassidy said. “I don’t think there was any 
intent there at all.” 

Brind’Amour didn’t seem to see it that way. Asked afterward 
whether he thought the Bruins were intentionally targeting his 
goaltenders, he said: “Well, what do you think? Can’t get any 
more obvious.” 

INJURIES 

Neither team had updates after the game on the status of 
Raanta or Lindholm.  

“He didn’t see me,” Svechnikov said, adding: “Obviously I 
feel bad and sorry for him.” 

OFFENSIVE DEFENSEMEN 

Carolina got offensive production from its defensemen 
beyond DeAngelo. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 5, 2022 

 

Jaccob Slavin also assisted on Carolina’s first two goals. He 
earned style points, too, for jumping out of the way of Aho’s 
redirection tip that sent the puck between Slavin’s legs 
before beating Ullmark at 15:30 of the first. 

ONE-SIDED NUMBERS 

Carolina has won all five meetings this season by a 
combined score of 26-4. It was 16-1 in the three regular-
season meetings, and 5-1 in Game 1 here.

 

 

 

 

Tempers flare as Carolina Hurricanes blister Boston Bruins in chippy Game 2 win; Antti 
Raanta hurt in collision 

By Kristen Shilton 

Carolina and Boston ratcheted up the intensity in Game 2 of 
their first-round Stanley Cup playoff series on Wednesday. 
And it led to both sides suffering a key loss as Hurricanes' 
goalie Antti Raanta and Bruins' defender Hampus Lindholm 
left the game with injuries. 

It was Carolina that prevailed on the scoreboard though, 
beating the Bruins 5-2 and taking a 2-0 lead in the best-of-
seven series at PNC Arena in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
Boston takes the series home having been outscored 10-3 
through the first two outings. 

The heavy hitting started early Wednesday and carried on to 
the final whistle. 

Carolina saw Raanta go down midway through the first 
period after a collision with Bruins' forward David Pastrnak. 
The bloodied Raanta immediately exited and would not 
return with an upper-body injury; Pastrnak was assessed a 
two-minute penalty for goalie interference. 

Hurricanes' coach Rod Brind'Amor had no update on Raanta 
after the win but did say the netminder wasn't in concussion 
protocol. 

As for whether he thought Pastrnak deliberately targeted 
Raanta, Brind'Amor said, "What do you think? It can't get 
more obvious." 

Bruins' coach Bruce Cassidy had a different take on the 
incident. 

"We're on the power play, and he's trying to chase down a 
puck," Cassidy said of Pastrnak. "His foot caught his pad. 
He's trying to block the clear and get out of the way." 

In the second frame, Hurricanes' forward Andrei Svechnikov 
flattened Lindholm along the boards with a blow that left the 

blueliner shaken. Lindholm tried unsuccessfully to get up on 
his own before being helped off the ice by goaltender Linus 
Ullmark and team trainers; he was out from there with a 
lower-body injury. 

Svechnikov wasn't penalized for that hit, but Brandon Carlo 
stepped in to defend his teammate and both Carlo and 
Svechnikov earned roughing minors for the ensuing scrum. 

"[Lindholm's] not doing well," Cassidy said. "He has an 
upper-body injury. Hit was on time, certainly, but looked high. 
[The referees] didn't see it that way." 

Cassidy added he wasn't sure whether Lindholm had been 
transported to hospital or whether he would be traveling back 
to Boston with the team on Wednesday. 

"I feel bad," Svechnikov said of injuring Lindholm. "That was 
a hard hit." 

Meanwhile, later in the second period, Brad Marchand took a 
swipe at Hurricanes' rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, the third 
stringer replacing Raanta (Carolina is already without 
Frederik Andersen, who is rehabbing a lower-body injury). 
Kochetkov took exception to Marchand's smack and gave 
the Bruins' agitator one back that led to offsetting slashing 
calls handed out to each side. 

The 22-year-old Kochetkov was the youngest goalie to ever 
make his postseason debut in Carolina's franchise history. 
He had played only 149 NHL minutes through three 
appearances for Carolina prior to being called upon in Game 
2 but did produce a 3-0-0 record in those showings, with a 
2.42 GAA and .902 SV%. 

He finished Wednesday's game making 30 saves on 32 
shots. 

Game 3 between the two teams is Friday at TD Garden.
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Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: Hurricanes-Bruins gets chippy, Wild back on track 

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour says "you can't get 
any more obvious" that the Boston Bruins were deliberately 
trying to target their goalies in Game 2, which resulted in the 
Antti Raanta injury. 

By Mike Johnston 

The Carolina Hurricanes took a page out of Pittsburgh’s 
Game 1 playbook by earning a clutch win whilst needing to 
turn to a third-string goaltender midway through a dramatic, 
fan-friendly playoff contest. 

The Boston Bruins were enjoying a strong start to 
Wednesday’s Game 2, generating several decent scoring 
chances on an early power play opportunity, but the 
momentum shifted to Carolina’s favour after David Pastrnak 
trucked Hurricanes starter Antti Raanta. 

Pastrnak held his hands out while crashing the Hurricanes 
net and contacted Raanta’s head. Raanta, who made 35 
saves and was named No. 1 star of Game 1, headed to the 
locker room just 7:47 into the opening frame and the team 
announced he wouldn’t return. 

The Bruins forward was initially assessed an elbowing major 
that was changed to a roughing minor following review. 

“I don’t get how it’s a two-minute minor when our goalie’s 
out,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on the 
broadcast. “Doesn’t seem right but whatever.” 

The game took on a more physical tone after the collision. 
Harder hits, more frequent hits, and constant post-whistle 
scrums that got more intense and lasted right until the final 
buzzer sounded. 

Charlie McAvoy laid out a pair of Canes with clean open-ice 
hits and Andrei Svechnikov ended Hampus Lindholm’s night 
with a devastating hit behind the Bruins net. 

“You never want to see guys get hurt,” Brind’Amour added 
after the game. “I don’t like seeing our goalie get taken out 
either. But one was legal, one was not, if you really want to 
break it down.” 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, meanwhile, told reporters he 
didn’t “think there was any intent there at all” when asked 
about Pastrnak’s hit on Raanta. 

DID KOCHETKOV EAT SPICY PORK AND BROCCOLI 
TOO? 

With Raanta out and Carolina’s No. 1 goalie Frederik 
Andersen still recovering from an injury, it meant rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov was forced into his first Stanley Cup Playoffs 
action. 

The 22-year-old passed his initial post-season test with flying 
colours similarly to how Louis Domingue made headlines for 
the Penguins the night prior – albeit under slightly different 
circumstances, one being in the middle of double OT and all. 

Kochetkov made four saves in the opening period in relief 
and ended up stopping an additional 26 pucks over the final 
two periods as the Hurricanes secured a 5-2 win and 2-0 
series lead. 

After splitting the 2021-22 campaign between KHL’s Nizhny 
Novgorod Torpedo and the Chicago Wolves in the AHL the 
2019 second-round pick was called up to Carolina in late 
April with Andersen out. 

Kochetkov has yet to lose at the NHL level after going 3-0-0 
in the regular season. 

He ended up outperforming his counterpart at the other end 
of the ice as Linus Ullmark allowed four goals in a game first 
time since the beginning of March. It is entirely possible the 
Bruins turn to Jeremy Swayman in Game 3. 

Kochetkov showed he’s willing to get in the mud and mix it 
up, too. He and Brad Marchand received offsetting slashing 
calls late in the second period as you can see in the video 
clip at the top of the page. 

“We know how he is. He’s always smiling, he’s always in a 
good mood,” Sebastian Aho, who scored twice Wednesday, 
told ESPN at the second intermission. “He’s a great goalie 
and he’s been clutch for us.” 

Also, stick tap to Svechnikov for doubling as his team’s 
translator for Kochetkov who doesn’t speak English. 
Svechnikov and Kochetkov are the only two Russian players 
on the Hurricanes. 

HURRICANES DOMINATE ON SPECIAL TEAMS AGAIN 

The optimistic playoff adage that goes “you’re not in trouble 
until you lose at home” neglects to mention the fact that 
nearly 87 per cent of NHL teams that fall behind 0-2 in a 
series end up losing. The Bruins have an uphill climb as the 
series shifts to Boston. 

They did finally solve Carolina’s league-best penalty kill 
when Patrice Bergeron scored his first of two goals. 
Bergeron was the only Bruin to score on Carolina during the 
regular season and that goal also came on the PP. 

However, the Hurricanes had an overall dominant showing 
on special teams yet again. 

Boston’s power play was putrid down the stretch scoring on 
only three of their previous 46 attempts with the man 
advantage prior to Game 2. They could only capitalize on 
one of their five PP chances Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Carolina scored two goals with the man 
advantage when Aho and Nino Niederreiter each notched 
their second of the post-season. 

Marchand recorded the lone assist on Bergeron’s second-
period goal but the pesky forward only has one goal in the 
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past month. He had 30 goals at the end of March but finished 
the season with 32. 

Carolina has won all five meetings with Boston by at least 
three goals, scoring at least five goals in four of them. The 
current aggregate score between the teams this season is 
26-4. 

OPPORTUNISTIC WILD SOLVE POWER-PLAY WOES 

Getting blanked in Game 1 was a wake-up call for the 
Minnesota Wild. They couldn’t take advantage of their 
scoring chances and an 0-for-6 showing with the man 
advantage was among the main reasons for the loss and it 
was something they aimed to correct for Wednesday. 

Minnesota did exactly that by scoring on two of their three 
power-play opportunities in a 6-2 win that evened their series 
with the St. Louis Blues at 1-1. 

The Wild didn’t register a shot on goal in Game 2 until Joel 
Eriksson Ek beat Ville Husso midway through the first period. 

The Wild’s second shot of the game also went in the net less 
than four minutes later. 

Minnesota was 38-0-1 this season in games during which 
they held a two-goal lead at any point, so being up 3-0 after 
20 minutes should’ve given them plenty of confidence. 

The team’s first shot in the second period also resulted in a 
goal. This time it was a wonderful dangle in tight from 
Eriksson Ek.  

Eriksson Ek thought he had registered the first playoff 
hattrick in Wild history, however, he had a third goal waved 
off after to an offside challenge. Thankfully for the many fans 
who unceremoniously tossed their hats onto the Xcel Energy 
Center ice, Kiril Kapri completed a hat trick of his own not 
much later. 

It was the first playoff hat trick in Wild franchise history. 

Blues forward David Perron had a hatty in Game 1. Who’s 
scoring thrice in Game 3 on Friday?
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NHL Rink Wrap: Hurricanes dominate again; Wild, Lightning, Oilers get even 

Canes, Kochetkov outbattle Bruins, take 2-0 lead 

The Carolina Hurricanes, with rookie Pyotr Kochetkov in net, 
beat the Bruins in a physical contest Wednesday night to go 
up 2-0.  

By Alec_Sawyer  

Well, that was definitely a playoff hockey game.  

The Hurricanes grabbed hold of a 2-0 series lead over the 
Bruins Wednesday night in PNC Arena with a 5-2 win, 
coming out on top in a game that featured plenty of animosity 
and 22 combined penalties.  

Carolina jumped out to a 3-0 lead early in the second period, 
as Jesper Fast’s game-opening goal was followed by two 
from Sebastian Aho. Nino Niederreiter scored the other two 
goals for the Canes, as Carolina was too much to handle for 
a Bruins team that got two from Patrice Bergeron.  

Carolina was dealt a big injury blow in the first period, as 
starting goaltender Antti Raanta got run over by David 
Pastrnak and was forced to exit the contest. Rookie 
netminder Pyotr Kochetkov came in and performed well, 
stopping 30 of 32 shots faced to beat Linus Ullmark. 

The first period was a wonderful and wild display of playoff 
hockey, as hits were flying, tempers were flaring and the 
Canes were scoring.  

The game started out in a pretty similar way to game one, as 
Boston came out of the gate the better team as the Bs were 
buzzing in the early going. Boston had a strong, but 
scoreless, power play early as well.  

The Hurricanes took a big blow in the first seconds of 
Boston’s second power play of the night, as David Pastrnak 
ran full speed into Raanta. The Canes’ netminder 
immediately went to the ice with an apparent cut around the 
head, and he wouldn’t return as Kochetkov came in.  

And as Kochetkov entered the game, the team on the ice in 
front of him stepped up big time. The Canes suddenly took 
control and dominated the rest of the first period, as the 
rookie in net had to make just four saves.  

Fast opened up the scoring on a beautiful, hard-earned goal 
for the Jordan Staal line. Fast made a great effort play on the 
forecheck to keep the puck in the zone for the Canes. Staal 
eventually laced a crisp cross-ice pass to Fast, who blasted 
the opener past Ullmark. 

Aho made it a 2-0 game a couple minutes later, as the 
Canes got all the traffic in the world in front of Ullmark to 
double the lead. Tony DeAngelo rifled a shot from the point 
through a double screen of Jaccob Slavin and Aho, and it 
was the Finnish center who got the stick on it for the redirect.  

The first period ended with some shenanigans on the ice on 
a couple occasions, as penalties came pouring in in the final 
15 seconds.  

The end result was a minute of 5-on-3 time for the 
Hurricanes to start the second period, and Aho made it a 
three-goal game on the regular power play shortly after the 
two-man advantage had come to an end.  

This goal was an absolute laser blast from Aho, who had 
sealed the fourth multi-goal game of his young playoff 
career, the most in franchise history.  

The back half of the second period turned into utter chaos, 
as the two teams combined for seven penalties in the last six 
minutes to bring the game total to 17 at the second 
intermission.  

The Bruins got one goal back on their lone power play of the 
second period, as a third or fourth effort from Bergeron finally 
got one past Kochetkov after a pretty soft call went against 
Andrei Svechnikov.  

After that, things completely broke wide open, as there were 
a number of post-whistle skirmishes that led to penalties, 
including a little battle between Kochetkov and Brad 
Marchand.  

One of those post-whistle scrums came in the aftermath of a 
MASSIVE hit from Svechnikov, who flattened Hampus 
Lindholm.  

The Canes added another goal to their lead in the aftermath 
of more penalties, as Carolina got its second 5-on-3 of the 
game and converted. It was Niederreiter who ended up 
tucking the goal in, though Aho came inches from finishing 
off his hat trick.  

The third period featured more of the same, as the penalties 
continued to pile up and things stayed pretty heated.  

The Canes burned five minutes on the power play, though 
couldn’t find a goal, as things settled down quite a bit.  
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Boston got one back to make things interesting with about 
eight minutes left, though, as Bergeron got a deflection past 
Kochetkov to make it a two-goal game.  

The Bruins continued to surge after Bergeron brought some 
new life into the contest, forcing Kochetkov to make a few big 
saves to keep it at two goals. Kochetkov was up for the 
challenge, though, stopping anything that went his way.  

Niederreiter put the game to bed with less than a minute to 
play, tallying on the empty net after Aho missed out on his 
hat trick with near full-ice misses twice.  

Now the series will shift north to Boston, as the Hurricanes 
will look to carry their momentum on the road.

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, DeAngelo, Svechnikov on Game 2 win 

The Carolina Hurricanes took a 2-0 series lead over Boston 
Wednesday night in a wild affair.  

By Alec_Sawyer and Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes grabbed hold of a 2-0 series lead 
over the Boston Bruins Wednesday night in PNC Arena, 
beating the Bruins 5-2 in a chippy game that featured 22 
combined penalties.  

The Canes took an early blow in net as Antti Raanta exited 
with injury, making way for rookie netminder Pyotr Kochetkov 
to come in and win the game in his first taste of NHL 
postseason experience.  

As for the scoring, Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter both 
scored twice for the Hurricanes, with Jesper Fast scoring the 
game-opening goal. Andrei Svechnikov unleashed a career-
best nine hits, while Tony DeAngelo assisted on three of the 
Canes’ five goals.  

Following the game two win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Aho, DeAngelo and Svechnikov spoke with members of the 
media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the game: There was not a dull moment, that’s for sure. 
There was a lot happening. You guys watched it. There was 
a bit of everything in that game.  

On Svechnikov’s hit and physicality: He’s a power forward. 
That’s his game. To be effective, that’s kind of how he has to 
play. You never want to see guys get hurt. I don’t like seeing 
our goalie get taken out, either. But one was legal and one 
was not, if you really want to break it down. Svech has gotten 
so much better at doing it within the way you are supposed 
to do it in the last year, year and a half.  

On if he thinks Boston was deliberately trying to target the 
goalies: Well, what do you think? It can’t get any more 
obvious.  

On Raanta: I’ll know more in a little while. Obviously he didn’t 
come back, so that’s not a good sign. But he was in good 
spirits after the game. I think tomorrow will tell a little more.  

On if Raanta went into concussion protocol: No. 

On Kochetkov challenging Brad Marchand: He got cross 
checked. He’s competitive. We’ve got competitive guys. You 
want to stay out of all of that, obviously. I certainly didn’t want 
him to get involved in anything.  

On keeping discipline after the whistle: That’s exactly right. 
We got the memorandum before the game to stay out of the 
stuff, and I thought we did as good a job as we could have to 
do that.  

On balancing the line between keeping the discipline and 
matching the intensity: That’s definitely a fine line, but I 
thought we did a pretty good job of managing that line and 
certainly not going over it.  

On if he feels like opponents underestimate the toughness of 
the Canes: Like I said all year, whatever way the game goes 
I think we’re pretty capable of playing it. If it’s a physical 
game, I think we have plenty of guys who can do that. If it’s a 
skill game, I think we’re pretty capable of doing that, too. It 
was a hard-fought game again. Everybody is playing their 
behinds off, so far for us it’s been good.  

On the players taking to heart playing through adversity: 
Yeah. What are you gonna do? It’s the next man up. The 
adversity that we had earlier in the year with the goalies has 
made this not a big deal. We’ve got faith in the kid. We’ve 
seen him. It’s not like we’re throwing him in and going ‘we 
don’t know what we have.’ We’ve seen him. The guys 
responded with the way they played in front of him, but he 
responded with the way he played. There’s a lot of faith in 
that group with our goalie.  

On if he said anything to Jack LaFontaine in the locker room: 
No. What are you going to say? He knows what is going on.  

On getting to the net front opening up other things: Well, I 
think every team is trying to do the same things. They shoot 
a ton of pucks and get guys to net. They scored their goals 
that way. Every team is trying to do the same things, you’ve 
just got to execute it. We’ve gotten some plays off tips and 
things like that. We’ve seen it, we’ve gone months where we 
couldn’t get one of those. Right now it’s working for us.  

On the way the team has responded in these two games: 
That’s the best part of our group is how we’ve responded 
and played hard. I think there’s lots of room to get better, 
which is a good sign. We need to be better at certain areas. 
It’s just one step, and we’ve got a long way to go here.  

Sebastian Aho 

On how he would describe the game: I mean you guys saw 
it. Just high-paced, very intensity, physical. A lot happened in 
that game. Crowd was unreal once again. As a player, you 
love to play in games like that and I’m sure fans appreciated 
that too. 

On Pyotr Kochetkov: First of all, not nice to see Raanta go 
down. Hopefully he’s alright, but seeing Pyotr go into the 
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crease, I had full confidence that he was going to clutch that 
out like he had been doing at the end of the season. Just a 
great goalie. Makes clutch saves and you really want to work 
hard for a guy like that. He’s always willing and moving. 
Works hard in the practice, so I wasn’t surprised that he 
came through in the clutch again. 

On if he’s a little crazy like old school goalies: I don’t know if 
he’s crazy. Funny guy. Obviously he doesn’t speak much 
English, but he’s trying and I feel like I understand pretty 
good what he’s saying every time. He’s a pretty good guy. 
Everyone likes him. He fits well. 

On Raanta’s injury being a rallying moment: I guess it was 
already a pretty intense game so maybe that gave us a little 
boost. 

On the team being calm in the face of adversity: Trust 
probably. Trust would be the word. Trust the system. Trust 
your linemate. Trust your teammate. Trust everything. That 
give you confidence to go and do your own thing. Like I said, 
a lot happened today. It would have been easy to go off the 
rails and start doing stuff you don’t need to do. I think we did 
a pretty good job of keeping going. 

On the collision that injured Raanta: I didn’t see it that well. 

Tony DeAngelo 

On Kochetkov challenging Marchand: Actually believe it or 
not, I didn’t see it. I didn’t know Pyotr got a penalty. I turned 
the other way. I didn’t see it, but I like it. You don’t want to 
take penalties that way, it’s good they got both guys.  

On Boston not being able to push them around: We’re not 
going to get pushed around, I guarantee you that. I thought 
we did a really good job of being disciplined after the whistle. 
I thought we stayed out of the stuff they were trying to pull us 
into and got power plays instead. I thought we did a really 
good job of that, just playing the game between the whistles. 
If we’re going to go to the power play then we’ve got to 
capitalize. I thought we did a pretty good job of that tonight. 
Obviously there’s still room for improvement there. But when 
you score two goals on the power play and win the special 
teams battle, you usually come out on the winning end.  

On if he feels like other teams take their toughness lightly: 
We don’t care about that in our locker room. We know we 
have a lot of hard-nosed players. It’s not about the fights and 
stuff. If it happens it happens, we don’t really care. We’re 
trying to play in between the whistles. If they want to get into 
the stuff after, hopefully the same thing happens and they 
get penalties. We’re going to go to the power play and try to 
capitalize there. Our main goal is to stay disciplined between 
the whistle.  

On passing and shooting lanes opening up for him: I’m not 
going to tell you too much about the game plan, but getting 

shots is a big part of it. That’s not giving away much, so I’ll 
leave it there.  

On what Kochetkov has been like: I think he’s real calm. You 
don’t see any jitters, at least in my eyes. I don’t know what 
he’s feeling inside. I’m sure he’s a little nervous. Anybody 
would be, right? But I thought he was real calm in the net. He 
made a lot of saves, wasn’t trying to do too much. He was 
calm. I think he made 20-plus saves, and that was huge for 
us. Coming into goal in the first period in a playoff game as a 
rookie after coming here a few weeks ago, he was really 
good.  

On where the series stands: Yeah, we’ve just got to keep 
playing the same way. Obviously as we head to Boston it will 
be a little bit of a jolt for them with the home crowd, but we’re 
going to try to do the same thing we’ve been doing.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On the physical aspect of his game: Obviously I like the 
physical part of the game, but I feel bad for that guy. It was a 
pretty hard hit. I was in a spot where I kind of had to hit it. I 
had time there and he didn’t see me. I had to do that, but 
obviously I feel bad and I hope for him. 

On if he had talked to Kochetkov yet: I didn’t talk to him yet, 
but I’m pretty sure he’s pretty excited. We’re pretty happy for 
him. 

On Kochetkov: He’s a very confident guy. Awesome guy and 
so funny. When he gets the opportunity, he’s always ready 
for that. He knows that if something were to happen he’d go 
into the net and he’s going to show off his best game. 

On if he said anything to him before he went onto the ice: 
Yeah, I said, “Let’s be confident and don’t worry about 
anything.” It’s a playoff hockey and I said, “I know you’re 
ready and I know you’re going to produce well here.” 

On Kochetkov facing off with Brad Marchand: He’s that kind 
of guy. I remember from the past, playing with him in junior 
hockey. He was always that kind of guy. Gets into that, but I 
told him after the second period to just stay calm. That’s 
what I keep saying to myself as well. 

On being a much tougher team than prior years: For sure. 
We’ve got some guys me and [Ian Cole] and we know, 
overall, we have a great team here. I feel like we have more 
experience here and we just know what to do. 

On if he’s seen Raanta at all: Yeah I saw him. I think he’s 
good. I didn’t talk with him, but he looked good. 

On going to Boston up 2-0: It feels great. 2-0. What else to 
say here. 

On utilizing his size better this season: I’m a big boy and I’ve 
got to use my body well. That’s what I’m trying to do 
especially in the corners and behind the net. Try to find that 
open space and go in there and make a play or something.
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Rising to the Occasion: The unlikely story of Pyotr Kochetkov gains a new chapter 

After Antti Raanta went down with an injury in Game 2, 
rookie Pyotr Kochetkov made his first NHL playoff 
appearance, stopping 30 shots to help backstop his team to 
a 5-2 win and a 2-0 series lead. 

By Ryan Henkel 

In a season where he never should have even sniffed an 
NHL roster, Pyotr Kochetkov found himself in the middle of 
an NHL playoff game. 

Untimely injuries ravaged the goaltending depth of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, which forced the hands of 
management, but Kochetkov, to be fair, had forced his way 
into the conversation regardless. 

The young Russian netminder came to North America after 
his KHL team, Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod, were eliminated, 
and immediately went on a run with the Chicago Wolves.  

In the AHL, Kochetkov had a 13-1-1 record with a 2.09 GAA 
and 0.921 save percentage. He was athletic, he was fiery, he 
looked like a promising goaltender of the future.  

“He’s a very confident guy,” said Andrei Svechnikov. 
“Awesome guy and so funny. When he gets the opportunity, 
he’s always ready for that. He knows that if something were 
to happen he’d go into the net and he’s going to show off his 
best game.” 

But with Frederik Andersen and Antti Raanta playing so well 
– the pair were awarded the William M. Jennings Trophy for 
allowing the least amount of goals over the course of the 
regular season – there was no need for Kochetkov with the 
big club. 

But then Andersen suffered a non-contact injury to his knee 
late in a game against the Colorado Avalanche and with Alex 
Lyon, Eetu Makiniemi and Beck Warm all injured as well, 
Kochetkov got the callup.  

It wasn’t the end of the world though, because the Canes still 
had Raanta who was doing well.  

Kochetkov ended up being lucky with the timing of his callup 
because with a back-to-back on the schedule, he got the 
opportunity for his first NHL start.  

The first game of the back-to-back featured a stop in New 
Jersey and against the Devils, Kochetkov managed to earn 
his first career win, stopping 19 shots along the way. Getting 
a win in your first game is more than most can ask for. 

Raanta got the next start, but wouldn’t see the end of the 
game as he would leave with an injury – later reported to be 
cramping – so Kochetkov was back in net.  

And he won again. 

The next game on the schedule featured the final showdown 
with the New York Rangers and had the Metropolitan 
Division title on the line. With Raanta not 100%, Kochetkov 
was thrown back into the fire and, yet again, the kid showed 
out. 

His 34-save performance secured the Metro for the Canes 
and it seemed like his feel-good story had reached an end 

with Raanta coming back for the final regular season game 
and being the guaranteed Game 1 starter. 

But things are never quite that simple.  

Raanta started Game 1 and his 35-save performance helped 
his team to a 5-1 win and he also started Game 2.  

But just 7:47 into that game, David Pastrnak collided heavily 
with the Finnish netminder, catching him with an elbow to the 
head. He wouldn’t return. 

So Kochetkov ended up back in the net. In the middle of an 
NHL playoff game. Not even three months removed from 
playing in the KHL. 

Svechnikov said he told Kochetkov before he took the ice, 
“Let’s be confident and don’t worry about anything. I know 
you’re ready and I know you’re going to produce well here.’” 

And if the young Russian was nervous at all, he certainly 
didn’t show it. 

Because even in this situation, fans were treated to the full 
Kochetkov experience. Coming out of his net to play pucks 
when a defenseman was already back there, playing on-net 
dump-ins with only one hand on his stick and his five-hole 
open, aggressively challenging shooters and just taking 
nothing from nobody. 

He even got into it with Brad Marchand. After gloving down a 
shot in the second period, he went to toss it to his 
defenseman to keep play alive, and Marchand ran into him 
from behind. Kochetkov responded by slashing Marchand 
with his stick and shoving him.  

He’s a fiery spirit for sure. 

“He’s that kind of guy,” Svechnikov said. “I remember from 
the past, playing with him in junior hockey. He was always 
that kind of guy. Gets into that sort of stuff.” 

But in the crease, the Russian netminder looked as calm and 
cool as could be, stopping 30 of the 32 shots that he faced 
and the ones that got by him were a third chance hack and 
whack session in the crease on a Boston power play and a 
ricocheted slap shot off a Bruins ankle. 

“I think he’s real calm,” said Tony DeAngelo. “You don’t see 
any jitters, at least in my eyes. I don’t know what he’s feeling 
inside. I’m sure he’s a little nervous. Anybody would be, 
right? But I thought he was real calm in the net. He made a 
lot of saves, wasn’t trying to do too much. He was calm. 
Coming into goal in the first period in a playoff game as a 
rookie after coming here a few weeks ago, he was really 
good.” 

So the 2019 second-round pick, who barely speaks any 
English and has been in North America for less than three 
months, has helped guide his new team to a 2-0 series lead 
over the Bruins and it looks like he may have the Hurricanes’ 
playoff hopes on his shoulders, at least for a little while. 

But is anybody really worried? The rookie is 17-1-1 since 
coming to North America and has yet to lose at the NHL 
level.  
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“Seeing Pyotr go into the crease, I had full confidence that he 
was going to clutch that out like he had been doing at the 
end of the season,” Aho said. “Just a great goalie, Makes 
clutch saves and you really want to work hard for a guy like 

that. He’s always willing and moving. Works hard in the 
practice, so I wasn’t surprised that he came through in the 
clutch again.”
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Hurricanes outmuscle Bruins to win Game 2, but lose goalie Antti Raanta 
to injury 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

RALEIGH-It was a game that had bad blood and real blood, big hits and 
brutal hits, and there could be more to come. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins engaged in a playoff game 
Wednesday that had all the elements of two teams that really don’t like 
each other. Respect each other, yes. But like? Not at all. 

The Hurricanes emerged Wednesday with a 5-2 victory in Game 2 of the 
first-round series and will take a 2-0 series lead to Boston for Games 3 
and 4. They also could go into TD Garden with a rookie goalie starting 
and facing both a hostile Bruins crowd and Bruins team. 

Sebastian Aho, who scored twice for the Canes, called the game “high-
paced, very intense, physical, a lot happening.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour agreed, saying, “There was not a dull 
moment, that’s for sure. A bit of everything in that game.” 

Everything changed in a flash Wednesday, the series going from heated 
to hated. It happened as fast as Bruins forward David Pastrnak could 
throw his hands into the face of Canes goalie Antti Raanta, or Andrei 
Svechnikov could level Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm. 

Pastrnak, crashing the net in the first period, initially attempted to slow 
down as he approached the cage, as if to avoid Raanta. But Pastrnak hit 
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Raanta in the mask, leaving him down and bloodied at 7:47 of the first 
period. 

Game on. In came rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. The PNC Arena crowd 
became fully engaged. So did the Canes, who took a 2-0 lead on goals 
by Jesper Fast and Aho. 

The second period was a continuation of hard collisions and nasty 
scrums as Carolina added to the lead. Svechnikov delivered a megaton 
hit on Lindholm behind the Boston net — the replays shown on the 
scoreboard drawing as many gasps from the crowd as the hit itself, one 
of nine by Svechnikov in the game. 

After the game, Boston coach Bruce Cassidy told the media that 
Lindholm was “not doing well.” Svechnikov, in turn, said, “I feel bad for 
that guy, that was a pretty hard hit” and hoped Lindholm was not 
seriously injured. 

“You never want to see anybody get hurt and I don’t like seeing our 
goalie get taken out, either,” Brind’Amour said. 

Not long after Svechnikov’s hit, Kochetkov and Marchand were going at it 
on the other end of the rink — a push, a whack of the stick. The rookie 
did not back down from the veteran forward as both were called for 
slashing, which did not surprise Svechnikov. 

“I remember from the past playing with him in junior hockey and he was 
always that kind of guy,” Svechnikov said. “I told him after the second 
period (to) just stay calm.” 

With so many players piling into the penalty boxes — Boston had 13 
penalties, Carolina 9 — the Canes were able to build a 4-1 lead after two 
periods on power-play goals by Aho and Nino Niederreiter, who also 
scored twice. Niederreiter’s first goal came late in a 5-on-3 advantage 
after the Bruins’ Patrice Bergeron had scored on a power play, popping a 
rebound past Kochetkov. 

Bergeron scored again in the third as the Bruins tested Kochetkov with 
17 shots, pulling goalie Linus Ullmark with 4:30 left in regulation for a 
sixth attacker and having a two-man advantage after a Canes penalty. 
But Niederreiter’s empty-net goal finished it off as Kochetkov finished 
with 30 saves. 

Raanta was ruled out with an upper-body injury, that with goalie Frederik 
Andersen sidelined since April 16 with a lower-body injury. Jack 
LaFontaine, who was called up this week from Chicago of the AHL to 
serve as the third goalie, quickly dressed and watched from the Canes’ 
equipment room. 

Brind’Amour had no update on Raanta’s condition but said the goalie did 
not enter the concussion protocol and was ‘”in good spirits” after the 
game. 

Kochetkov spent most of the season in Russia’s KHL and then with the 
Wolves in the AHL before the call came from Raleigh. Kochetkov went 
from backup to starter when Raanta was injured on a three-game road 
trip, starting against the New Jersey Devils and New York Rangers after 
relieving Raanta against the Islanders. 

Kochetkov was the winner in all three games. Now he has experienced 
the NHL playoffs for the first time, and won. 

“There’s a lot of faith in our group with that goalie,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Hurricanes goalie Raanta injured in collision with Bruins’ Pastrnak, 
leaves Game 2 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-The Hurricanes’ goaltending woes are getting deeper before 
they’re getting better, though Antti Raanta may have escaped a more 
serious injury after a scary collision in Game 2 of the Canes’ best-of-7 
Stanley Cup Playoff series against the Boston Bruins on Wednesday. 

Raanta left the game with 12:02 to go in the first period after Boston’s 
David Pastrnak collided with him during a Bruins power play. Raanta was 
trying to clear the puck and as Pastrnak tried to dodge it he crashed into 
Raanta’s head, leaving him bleeding from the mouth. 

After the game — a 5-2 Hurricanes win — Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour was unsure of the extent of Raanta’s injury. 

“I’ll know more in a little while,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously he didn’t 
come back. That’s not a good sign. But he was in good spirits after the 
game. I think tomorrow will tell.” 

Brind’Amour added that Raanta is not in concussion protocol. 

Teammate Andrei Svechnikov had a more positive take on the 
netminder. 

“I saw him. I think he’s good,” Svechnikov said. “I didn’t talk with him but I 
saw him. He looked good.” 

Officials assessed Pastrnak a minor penalty, and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov 
— who won all three of his late regular-season appearances — made his 
postseason debut. 

In support of Kochetkov, the Hurricanes scored two quick goals — at 
13:03 and 15:30 of the period — to give him some breathing room. 

And he needed it. After the Canes extended the lead to 3-0 and then 4-1, 
the Bruins scored later in the third to pull within two, and skated the final 
4-plus minutes with six skaters, at one point getting a 6-on-4 after a 
Canes penalty. But the young Russian stood his ground, with a flurry of 
pad saves in the final minutes to secure the win. 

Kochetkov finished with 30 saves on 32 shots, and the Canes won, 5-2. 

WHO IS PYOTR KOCHETKOV? 

Kochetkov signed a two-year, entry-level deal with the Hurricanes in May 
2021, and the Canes loaned him to Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod of the 
KHL for the first part of the season. Kochetkov, 22, posted a 10-10-2 
record, 2.23 goals-against average, .926 save percentage and two 
shutouts in 23 appearances, finishing tied for sixth in the KHL in save 
percentage. 

After the KHL announced it would move directly to the playoffs following 
the Olympics, and with his team eliminated, Kochetkov was clear to cross 
the ocean and begin his career with the Canes’ AHL affiliate in Chicago. 

In 15 games with the Wolves, Kochetkov impressed. He went 13-1-1 with 
a 2.09 goals-against average and .921 save percentage. He’s allowed 
only 31 goals in 15 games played. 

After his call-up at the end of the regular season, he earned three wins in 
2 1/2 games played, coming in to relieve Raanta for an injury and then 
starting the next two games — all Canes wins. 
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Hurricanes-Bruins Game 1 of Stanley Cup Playoffs on ESPN a ratings hit 
for the network 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED MAY 05, 2022 12:04 AM 
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RALEIGH-Monday’s opening game of the Carolina Hurricanes’ first-
round playoff series against the Boston Bruins was a national TV ratings 
hit. With 857,000 viewers on ESPN, it was the most-viewed hockey 
broadcast on cable since opening night and the most-viewed opening 
game of the NHL playoffs in 20 years. 

That doesn’t include local ratings on Bally Sports South in North Carolina 
or the Bruins broadcast on NESN. Those figures are according to Sports 
TV News & Updates on Twitter. 

According to the Sports Business Journal, Tuesday night’s triple-overtime 
game between the Pittsburgh Penguins and New York Rangers on ESPN 
topped that with 1.04 million viewers. For comparison, the Washington 
Capitals-Florida Panthers game on ESPN had 348,000. 

Bruins-Hurricanes was the most-watched NHL game on cable (excluding 
the Winter Classic) since the opening game of the season (PIT-TB on 
ESPN, 983K). 

— Sports TV News & Updates (@TVSportsUpdates) May 3, 2022 
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Carolina Hurricanes built a consistent, winning culture by ‘trying to be like 
Boston’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Max Domi played 19 games this season for the Canes after being traded 
from Columbus but said it was enough to get an appreciation for Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour and his coaching style. 

“I’ve definitely never had a coach like Roddy,” Domi said Wednesday. 
“He’s so positive. He kind of feels like another player, to be honest with 
you. He wants to win so bad. When you have guy like him driving the 
bus, you’re very fortunate.” 

The Bruins’ Brad Marchand has mentioned the winning “culture” 
Brind’Amour has brought to the Canes since taking over as head coach. 
And Brind’Amour, in turn, credited the Bruins’ success for being a factor. 

“We’ve improved our overall outlook, I think, in four years,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s all a credit to the group. We’ve raised the expectations and 
tried to be a team like Boston. They don’t play for second place. Why are 
we playing for that, why are we just trying to make the playoffs? That 
makes no sense. 

“That’s all we did as a group. We said, ‘How do we compete with those 
guys?’ We just needed a little bit of a a change of attitude, a little belief.” 

DEANGELO BACK IN THE PLAYOFFS 

For the Canes’ Tony DeAngelo, Game 1 was his first playoff game since 
2020 and the Toronto bubble. 

DeAngelo remembers it well. Then playing for the New York Rangers, 
the defenseman had the Canes’ Sebastian Aho dance around him with 
the puck and score on a quick backhander. It was the Canes’ signature 
play as Carolina swept the preliminary round series in three games. 

But Monday was different. DeAngelo and and Aho are teammates. PNC 
Arena was full and Canes fans loud. 

“It was unreal and gave us a big boost, an extra boost of adrenaline,” 
DeAngelo said Wednesday before Game 2. “We fed off the crowd.” 

While the Canes won 5-1, special teams play was not a factor. Both 
teams were 0-3 on the power play although the Bruins had two more 
minutes of power-play time. 

What needs to improve? 

“Just execution,” DeAngelo said. “Our penalty kill did a great job, too. 
We’ve got to keep working at it.” 

SLAVIN THE BEAST 

During a media availability Wednesday, DeAngelo referred to defensive 
partner Jaccob Slavin as a “beast” who will bounce people around with 
his size and strength, when need be. 

That would be Slavin, the 2021 Lady Byng Trophy winner, which is 
awarded for his gentlemanly play and sportsmanship. 

“Hey, as long as it’s not a penalty, you can still do that and still win the 
Lady Byng,” DeAngelo said, smiling. 

Slavin had 10 penalty minutes in 79 games this season while averaging a 
team-high 23:31 in ice time. 

“He’s a quiet leader and a fun guy to watch,” DeAngelo said. “On the 
defensive side of the puck I don’t think there’s a better guy in the NHL.” 

NO CHANGES EXPECTED 

The Carolina Hurricanes didn’t plan on changing anything for Game 2 of 
their playoff series against the Boston Bruins. 

The Canes got the job done in Game 1, winning 5-1 Monday as goalie 
Antti Raanta was the game’s first star. The lineup will remain the same 
Wednesday for Game 2, with Raanta again in net. 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antii Raanta (32) rejects a shot attempt by 
Boston Bruins Charlie McAvoy (73) in the second period on Monday, 
May 2, 2022 during game one of their Stanley Cup first round series at 
PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Brind’Amour, while happy to take the series lead, said the final score was 
misleading. The coaches, he said, focus more on scoring chances in a 
game and those were about even Monday. The difference: the Canes 
finished off enough scoring chances and the Bruins didn’t. 

“Their pucks had eyes,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said Wednesday. 

Cassidy will stick with goalie Linus Ullmark, but will switch up his D pairs, 
putting Matt Grzelcyk with Charlie McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm with 
Brandon Carlo. Cassidy said Grzelcyk and Carlo had a “bit of a 
challenging night” in Game 1. 

Forwards Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz, and defenseman Ethan 
Bear are the Canes’ likely scratches for the second straight game. 

DIFFERENT APPROACHES 

The Canes and Bruins took differing approaches to their preparation for 
Game 2. Carolina did not practice Tuesday but had a full morning skate 
Wednesday. The Bruins held a full practice Tuesday, working on the 
power play part of the time, and had an optional skate Wednesday. 

Two players that were on the ice for Boston on Wednesday: Patrice 
Bergeron and Marchand. 
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Hurricanes take Game 2 as the legend of Pyotr Kochetkov grows: Vibe 
check 

 

By Sara Civian 
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Hurricanes rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov doesn’t speak much 
English, but it seems like he’d prefer to let his smirk do the talking 
anyway. 

The 22-year-old Russian entered his Stanley Cup playoff debut under the 
same circumstances as his three career regular-season NHL games — 
in relief due to an Antti Raanta injury. But this time the stakes were much 
higher, and everyone knows what you do when the stakes are high: You 
exit the net and challenge Brad Marchand to a fight.  

“He got cross-checked,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Fair. 

“He’s competitive. We’ve got competitive guys.” 

“I don’t know if he’s ‘crazy,'” said Sebastian Aho, when asked if 
Kochetkov is wild like the old-school goalies. “Funny guy. Obviously, he 
doesn’t speak much English, but he’s trying, and I feel like I understand 
pretty good what he’s saying every time. He’s a pretty good guy. 
Everyone likes him. He fits well.” 

“He’s that kind of guy,” said countryman Andrei Svechnikov. “I remember 
from the past, playing with him in junior hockey. He was always that kind 
of guy. Gets into that, but I told him after the second period to just stay 
calm. That’s what I keep saying to myself, as well.” 

It wasn’t the first time Kochetkov “got into that” this season. He 
challenged the entire Iowa Wild bench during his AHL debut in February. 

Ask and you shall receive. pic.twitter.com/BJr74WNeBw 

— Greg Boysen (@GregBoysen) February 20, 2022 

“They have a much tougher team than us,” Wolves GM Wendell Young 
told The Athletic, laughing. “I was like, ‘Whoa, slow down, here.’ That’s 
fun stuff to watch, though — it’s his enthusiasm. He’s upbeat. He’s 
enthusiastic. He’s all that. He seems like a guy that just loves the game. 
Loves playing goal. Loves the game. There’s certain people that like the 
lifestyle of hockey or being a hockey player. But there’s certain players 
that love the game. He seems like a guy that loves hockey and loves 
playing the game.” 

The hockey gods haven’t made it easy for Kochetkov at the beginning of 
his NHL career, but he’s risen to the challenge every single time. 

The Canes first called him up at the end of the regular season, after 
Freddie Andersen went down with his left leg injury. They only expected 
March’s AHL goalie of the month (13-1-1, 2.09 goals-against average, 
.921 save percentage in the AHL) to play in one game. But he played 
thrice and won them all — including a back-to-back in relief of a minor 
Raanta injury. His 31-save performance against the Rangers clinched the 
Metro for the Canes, and although there was consideration for giving him 
the Game 1 start, the team ultimately went with tried-and-true Raanta. 

It was the right choice. As co-Jennings Trophy winner, Raanta had 
earned it and Brind’Amour is big on “earning it.” 

That was working out great until, of course, the bloody mouth 7:47 into 
the first period Wednesday. Boston’s David Pastrnak came flying at 
Raanta, and although it appeared he at least tried to brace himself and 
stop his momentum, he could have tried sooner and the damage was 
done. 

Luckily for the Canes, Kotchetkov showed the same confidence and skill 
he did in the regular season in his playoff debut, amassing 30 saves on 
32 shots — good for a .938 save percentage. The Canes also played 
tremendously in front of him for the first 15 or so minutes, with two quick 
unanswered goals and a tight defensive effort. The end of the third was 
sloppy, but that’ll come out in the wash. 

“What are you gonna do? It’s the next man up,” Brind’Amour said. “The 
adversity that we had earlier in the year with the goalies has made this 
not a big deal. We’ve got faith in the kid. We’ve seen him. It’s not like 
we’re throwing him in and going, ‘We don’t know what we have.’ We’ve 
seen him. The guys responded with the way they played in front of him, 

but he responded with the way he played. There’s a lot of faith in that 
group with our goalie.” 

“Koochie” became something of a cult hero for the Hurricanes in the 
regular season, and the legend grew Wednesday. With the 5-2 win over 
the Bruins, they take a 2-0 series lead to Boston. 

So how are the vibes? 

Vibe check 

pic.twitter.com/xMYwfBIoSK 

— krystyna (@krystynakrez) May 5, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/PLb1p1Ba2L 

— Hannah Smith (@hlsmith_2) May 5, 2022 

In my head I’m worried about a playoffs without Andersen and Raanta. In 
my heart I would follow Pyotr Kochetkov into hell 

— Hugh McKinney (@hamckinney) May 5, 2022 

Hyped and stressed 

— Y- D3solat1on (@sithld) May 5, 2022 

When Kochetkov slashed Marchand he won the heart of all Caniacs 
completely for forever and always 

— Silas Beers (@sbeers12) May 5, 2022 

Worried for Raanta. So hype for this teams resilience and fight. Literally 
in most cases. 

— y-Blake West (@Blake_C_West) May 5, 2022 

These two games show how they now know what playoff hockey means. 
They’ve been physical but (mostly) clean, not letting Boston get under 
their skin and responding physically, and haven’t gotten rattled. Just an 
outstanding full team effort. 

— y-Al Hood (@albhood) May 5, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/a8E8dimZfv 

— zy²x²-Erich_K8 (@Erich_K8) May 5, 2022 

• Brind’Amour posed a question to his group a few weeks ago, during 
that rough patch where everyone (I’m looking at you, folks!) thought the 
sky was falling: “What are you gonna do when things go wrong?” 
Tonight, when things went wrong, the team was unwavering. Jesper 
“Quickie” Fast scored a quickie, then Sebastian Aho followed up two 
minutes later. Aho struck again to open the second period, just for good 
measure. Color me impressed by the resolve and lack of panic in the 
group. 

• This quote from Aaron Ward is from a story running Thursday looking 
back at the 2006 champion Hurricanes, but it’s too relevant not to include 
given the current situation: “Look at 2006. Our biggest challenge was the 
first two games. Our goalie had the flu and wasn’t able to carry us. We 
overcame it when Cam (Ward) got in there. We remained the same team 
no matter who was in net.” This year’s Hurricanes have the same 
challenge, and look like they’re rising to it so far. 

• Brind’Amour had no real update on Raanta postgame but said he was 
“in good spirits.” Looks like there will be more of an update tomorrow. 
Raanta looked locked in again at the start of Game 2, with six saves on 
six shots before the Pastrnak collision. 

• The second period of that game could be an entire story in itself. The 
continued resilience after the Raanta injury. The Svechnikov hit, equal 
parts gigantic and clean. The growing legend of “Koochie.” Maybe one 
day, we’ll look back on it the way Ward and Co. looked back on their run. 
Just maybe. 
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• Speaking of the physicality, these two games have proved, as Tony 
DeAngelo put it postgame, that the Canes “will not be pushed around.” 
Physicality has felt like a major missing piece of the Canes’ past few 
playoff runs, but it’s safe to say that’s no longer a concern. There were 
22 penalties, 46 penalty minutes and 78 total hits Wednesday. There 
were the aforementioned shenanigans and plenty of other post-whistle 
shenanigans. The Canes managed to roll with it and end up on top. 

• Svechnikov had a career-high nine hits, including one of the most 
memorable checks in PNC Arena memory on Hampus Lindholm. 

Wow. pic.twitter.com/qw1d1hUTya 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 5, 2022 

“Obviously I like the physical part of the game, but I feel bad for that guy,” 
Svechnikov said. “It was a pretty hard hit. I was in a spot where I kind of 
had to hit it. I had time there and he didn’t see me. I had to do that, but 
obviously, I feel bad and I hope he’s OK.” 

• Give me fuel, give me fire, give the blankest check to Nino Niederreiter. 
Two goals on the evening, three goals in two playoff games, and things 
like this: 

Looked like Marchand was going to hit a streaking Bergeron into the slot 
for a shot, but Nino had other plans. 

Excellent effort. pic.twitter.com/eI8QIfoBpC 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 5, 2022 

• Some guy named Wayne has the Canes winning the Cup. 

The Great One gave his picks for the #NHLBracket Challenge… Submit 
your take before puck drop tonight at 7p ET! 

Beat Gretzky TNT League   https://t.co/xh4y2o03CD 
pic.twitter.com/GLPzBToeVp 

— NHL (@NHL) May 4, 2022 
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Bruins had no answer for speed or aggression of Hurricanes, and other 
observations 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff, Updated May 4, 2022, 10:00 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Bruins were back on Tobacco Road Wednesday 
and, come night’s end, it looked as if their playoff season went up in 
smoke. 

Once again unable to handle Carolina’s unremitting speed and 
opportunistic scoring touch, the Bruins fell behind by two goals in the first 
period and suffered a 5-2 loss that left them in an 0-2 deficit in their best-
of-seven first-round series with the former Hartford Whalers. 

The Bruins also didn’t have an answer for the Hurricanes’ chippiness and 
aggression, which included a heavy, shoulder-to-chin hit by Andrei 
Svechnikov on defenseman Hampus Lindholm late in the second period. 

It left the Bruins with a huge hole on their backline, and Lindholm, 
believed to be concussed, will be out for a while, possibly the remainder 
of the postseason. 

Coach Bruce Cassidy was vague with his postgame comments when 
asked if the rubber-legged Lindholm was hospitalized, and equally vague 
when asked if Lindholm would be on the club’s charter flight home. 

“I don’t have an answer, to be honest with you,” Cassidy said. 

“I saw him earlier, and talked to him right after the incident,” added 
Cassidy when asked about possible hospitalization. 

Other observations from Game 2: 

▪ A rash of Bruins penalties three times set up the Canes on five-on-three 
power plays. One sure way to lose at any time of the season: place the 
opposition two men up on the advantage. 

The Canes finished 2 for 9 on the advantage over 12:43 of PP time 
(more than 20 percent of the game). The Bruins, meanwhile, went 1 for 5 
over 6:40. 

In a throwback look to the Bruins-Maple Leafs series of 1969, the Bruins 
late in the second had four men in the penalty box. Bruins fans of a 
certain age, forced to squint, swore they could see Johnny “Pie” 
McKenzie serving a double minor for roughing. 

Rare to see a Bruins team lose its composure. 

“Good question,” said captain Patrice Bergeron when asked about the 
vanishing composure. “Playoff hockey … tempers flared up … we have 
to do a better job of being composed and disciplined. Obviously, you 
can’t give them that many five-on-threes. They’re going to make you pay. 
You want to play physical and hard, but you want to make sure it’s the 
right way … they scored some goals on the power play and it hurt us.” 

▪ The Bruins entered the night knowing they had to be more aggressive, 
especially in the offensive end, along the walls, and around the net. 

With less than eight minutes gone in the first, and working with a power 
play, they got overzealous and lost control of the night. 

David Pastrnak, racing to track down a home run pass from the neutral 
zone by Taylor Hall, clipped Antti Raanta’s left leg, dropping the Canes 
tender flat in the crease. 

Raanta, leaking blood around his mouth, headed to the room and was 
done for the night, relieved by Pyotr Kochetkov. It negated the Boston 
power play, and it set the stage for a gargantuan momentum shift the 
Canes’ way. 

In less than eight minutes, the Canes had a 2-0 lead, setting up a 
stranglehold in the series. 

The pass attempt by Hall came, in part, due to the trouble the Bruins 
have had on their power-play entries . The long feed got the puck in 
deep, but the Pastrnak-Raanta collision immediately negated the step 
forward. 

The Bruins’ Poseidon-like power play went 0 for 3 in the series opener. 
They went 0 for 39 during a stretch in which they were stymied across 
12-plus games (and 66 minutes, 4 seconds) into the final week of the 
regular season. 

▪ The Canes have two gears: fast and faster. No one in the league plays 
like them. And they execute at speed. Anyone new to coach Rod 
Brind’Amour’s laser show system needs time to adjust. 

“Yeah, yeah, for sure,” said Max Domi, acquired from the Blue Jackets at 
the trade deadline for extra moxie. “When I first got here, there were like 
20 games left, and the coaching staff just said, ‘Whatever you do, just get 
used to this, get ready to go, and that was [right away].’ Overall, you get 
your feet wet, and it takes some time for sure.” 

Back at home for Game 3 Friday night, the Bruins might be able to slow 
down Carolina a little with Cassidy allowed to find better line matchups. 

Bergeron (two goals) again was underwater (40 percent) at the faceoff 
dot, often going against Jordan Staal. Cassidy will want to steer 
Bergeron’s line clear of the Staal trio that includes Nino Niederreiter and 
Jesper Fast. 

The speed game places the obvious demand on conditioning, strength 
and endurance, but there is also a mental component. 
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“A little bit of both,” noted Domi, “you know, just getting the lungs, the 
speed and legs, and then correlate that with your brain to make the right 
decisions and right reads. It just takes some reps and experience.” 

The Bruins aren’t slow, but they haven’t been the equal of Carolina’s fast-
forward approach. 

▪ Postgame, Cassidy noted the Canes again got timely saves, while the 
Bruins did not. 

In two games, Linus Ullmark has yielded eight goals on 57 shots, for a 
lackluster .860 save percentage. Cassidy will meet with the media 
Thursday morning in Brighton, but likely won’t announce his Game 3 
starter until Friday morning. He’ll probably go with rookie Jeremy 
Swayman. 

Cassidy also likely will find a new left winger for the No. 3 line with 
Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith. Trent Frederic was benched after a bad 
penalty in the second — he logged only 6:00 for the night — and Anton 
Blidh would be the likely replacement. 

With Lindholm down, look for Mike Reilly to draw back into the six-pack, 
be it with Charlie McAvoy or Brandon Carlo. 
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Bruins lose again to Hurricanes, trail series, 2-0 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff, Updated May 4, 2022, 9:59 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — For Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, the tone of a playoff 
series isn’t truly set until the pivotal moment that sparks animosity 
between the teams. 

On Wednesday night, tension boiled over between the Bruins and 
Hurricanes in Game 2 of the first round. The Hurricanes, already down 
No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen entering the series, lost their No. 2, Antti 
Raanta, in the first period. The Bruins lost key defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm in the second. 

But after a 5-2 loss, the Bruins are in a two-game hole that may be too 
deep to climb out of. Game 3 is Friday night in Boston. 

“It’s playoff hockey,” said Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron. “Tempers 
flared up and we’re going to do a better job being composed and 
disciplined.” 

The Hurricanes capitalized on nine power-play opportunities, including 
three five on threes, scoring twice. 

“Obviously, you can’t give him that many five on threes,” Bergeron said. 
“They’re going to make you pay. You want to play between the whistles 
and you want to play physical and hard, but you want to make sure it’s 
the right way because obviously tonight they scored some goals on the 
power play and it hurt us.” 

The Hurricanes’ only question mark going into the playoffs was in net. 
Andersen (35-14-3, 2.17 goals-against average, .922 save percentage) 
missed the last six games of the regular season because of a lower-body 
injury. Without him, they turned to Raanta (15-5-4, 2.45, .912), who had 
never made a playoff start. 

Raanta erased any doubts in Game 1, stopping 35 of 36 shots in a 5-1 
win. He picked up where he left off in Game 2, stopping six straight shots 
in the first period, including two on the Bruins’ first power play. 

But at the 7:47 mark, a freak play ended with Raanta laid out on the ice 
and ultimately going back to the dressing room and not returning. 

An interference penalty on Tony DeAngelo gave the Bruins their second 
power play. Starving for an early goal, David Pastrnak dropped a pass to 
Taylor Hall and ran a fly route into the offensive zone. Hall sent a pass off 
the end boards. The bounce angled toward the net. Pastrnak followed it. 
When he realized his pursuit had him on a collision course with Raanta, 
he tried to brace for the hit. But when they made impact, Pastrnak struck 
Raanta in the face. 

Raanta hit the ice and came up with a bloody mouth. The play landed 
Pastrnak in the penalty box for goalkeeper interference. Initially it was 
ruled a five-minute major, but it was reduced to a two-minute minor upon 
video review. 

The Hurricanes turned to 22-year-old rookie Pyotr Kochetkov (30 saves), 
who had played just three games all season. Throw into a pressure 
situation, Kochetkov initially was able to play relatively stress-free after 
being staked him to a two-goal lead. 

“He’s got a good record, so I’m sure they believe in him,” Cassidy said. 
“Playoff hockey is a different animal, so I don’t know. They look pretty 
dialed in no matter what.” 

Jesper Fast struck first, setting up inside the left circle and one-timing a 
pass from Jordan Staa past Linus Ullmark to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 
lead at 13:03. 

A little more than two minutes later, the Bruins paid for not protecting the 
puck in their defensive zone. A pass was sent around the net, but Jaccob 
Slavin picked it off. Almost instantly, the Hurricanes had three bodies in 
front of the net. Slavin found DeAngelo at the blue line. DeAngelo fired it 
into traffic and Sebastian Aho deflected it past Ullmark to make it 2-0. 

The Hurricanes started the second period with a five-on-three power play 
as the Bruins had four players cramped in the penalty box. Bergeron was 
already in the box for slashing at 18:54. Charlie Coyle, Erik Haula, and 
Brandon Carlo joined him after earning roughing calls for a scrum at the 
end of the first period with Nino Niederreiter and Seth Jarvis, who also 
went to the box. 

The Bruins killed Bergeron’s penalty but still had more than a minute of 
five on four to go. Bergeron was barely out of the box when the 
Hurricanes worked the puck to Aho, who ripped a slap shot past Ullmark 
from 38 feet. 

The Hurricanes’ 3-0 lead all but sealed the Bruins’ fate. They hadn’t 
overcome a three-goal deficit all season. 

The Bruins broke through on the power play at 14:57 of the second. After 
solid looks by Pastrnak and Brad Marchand, Bergeron punched in a 
rebound to cut the deficit to 3-1. But Bergeron seemed to be shaken up 
as the Bruins celebrated. 

Niederreiter got the goal back for the Hurricanes with a power-play strike 
at 18:52. 

For the second straight game, Ullmark gave up four goals. 

“Obviously, we need a timely save,” Cassidy said. “There’s no doubt 
about it. We got better. We’re closer to scoring. We scored a couple. I 
thought the young kid [Kochetkov] did a real good job. We’ve got to have 
more than two. 

“To me, it’s not too little, too late because you’re not on to the next city. 
It’s the same series. So once you start getting some confidence and 
knowing you can score, the other team realizes that, too.” 
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Carolina Hurricanes goaltender Antti Raanta leaves Game 2 after 
collision with David Pastrnak 
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By Staff and wire reports Updated May 4, 2022, 8:23 p.m 

 

The Hurricanes were forced to replace goaltender Antti Raanta during 
the first period of Wednesday night’s Game 2 against the Bruins with 
what the team was calling an upper-body injury. 

Raanta was run into by David Pastrnak less than eight minutes into the 
game. On the play, Pastrnak was chasing a puck that had been dumped 
into the Carolina zone, and Raanta came out of the net to try and clear it. 
Pastrnak slowed as he got closer to Raanta, but still ended up colliding 
with the netminder. 

After an initial major call, David Pastrnak receives a 2-minute penalty for 
goaltender interference on Antti Raanta. Pyotr Kochetkov will enter the 
game. pic.twitter.com/0Bn8d7n7W1 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) May 4, 2022 

With starter Frederik Andersen already sidelined because of a lower-
body injury, third-string goalie Pyotr Kochetkov came into the game to 
replace Raanta. 
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Hampus Lindholm exits Game 2 after absorbing hard hit from Hurricanes’ 
Andrei Svechnikov 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff,Updated May 4, 2022, 7:12 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — A vicious hit by Hurricanes star Andrei Svechnikov 
knocked Hampus Lindholm out of Game 2 with what the Bruins called an 
upper-body injury. 

Lindholm’s status going forward, as the Bruins trail the series, 2-0, after 
Wednesday’s 5-2 loss, is uncertain. 

“He’s not doing well,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. 

The hit occurred with 2:54 left in the second period. Brandon Carlo won a 
puck along the boards and sent a pass behind the net to Lindholm. As 
Lindholm made his turn, Svechnikov had him in his crosshairs. 
Svechnikov threw his left shoulder into Lindholm, connecting with the 
defenseman’s chest, neck, and head. 

Lindholm snapped backward, his head hitting the ice as he landed. 

Hampus Lindholm needs help getting off the ice after this hit from Andrei 
Svechnikov. pic.twitter.com/kiHjVBTym6 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 5, 2022 

Cassidy took exception to the hit but said he would wait to see how the 
league viewed it. 

“It looked high to me,” Cassidy said. “That’s why he left the game. He has 
an upper-body injury. [The hit] was on time, certainly. But it looked high. 
They didn’t see it that way. Sometimes those get reviewed, sometimes 
they don’t. I don’t know if this one will. I have not heard anything. I guess 
we’ll see on that.” 

Lindholm got to his knees, then to his feet on his own power, but he 
stumbled as he tried to get his bearings before goalie Linus Ullmark 
came to his aid. 

As a scrum broke out, assistant trainer Dustin Stuck came off the bench 
to help Lindholm. 

Lindholm had to be helped off the ice by Stuck, Jake DeBrusk, and 
Taylor Hall. 

Svechnikov, who ended up in the penalty box for roughing after a dust-up 
with Carlo but was not penalized for the hit, expressed some remorse. 

“Obviously, I like the physical part of the game, but I feel bad for that 
guy,” Svechnikov said. “It was a pretty hard hit and you know, I was in 
that spot where I kind of have to hit it and I had time there, and he didn’t 
see me. I had to do that, but I feel bad and sorry for him.” 

The Bruins acquired Lindholm from Anaheim before the trade deadline. 
In 10 regular-season games with the Bruins, Lindholm notched five 
assists and was plus-10. His size and ability to break the puck out of the 
defensive zone made him an instant spark along the blue line. 

Lindholm had been largely on the top defensive pair with Charlie 
McAvoy. After the Bruins’ 5-1 loss in Game 1, Cassidy decided to pair 
Lindholm with Carlo. 

“Obviously, I hate to see that,” said Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron of 
the hit. “Basically, we’re behind him or thinking of him and see what 
happens. I don’t know any more than that. That being said, we have a 
great team of trainers and medical staff that’s going to take care of him.” 

Back together 

Looking for a jolt late in the third period, Cassidy reunited the line of 
Bergeron, David Pastrnak, and Brad Marchand. 

It paid off when Bergeron scored his second goal of the night on a 
deflection at 12:21. 

“Not much was happening and they’ve been together, and sometimes 
you get a lift and something we may have to do going forward,” said 
Cassidy. “It was always going to be something we would consider if need 
be.” 

The Bruins have been outscored, 26-4, over five games against the 
Hurricanes this season. 

“We’ve got to get something going,” Cassidy said. “Moving one player off 
the line, I don’t think will solve all that. We need to get some other lines 
closer to the net, finishing some plays.” 

Bouncing back 

One of the Bruins’ signatures during the regular season was not letting 
losses pile up. 

Until April, they were the only team in the NHL that hadn’t lost three 
straight games in 2021-22. 

Going into Game 2, after letting Game 1 turn sideways in a 5-1 loss, the 
Bruins kept that in mind. 

“Since I’ve been here, part of the culture in the room is we don’t let things 
slide,” said defenseman Charlie McAvoy before Game 2. “I think it’s a 
mind-set that, in the regular season especially, we don’t let things 
compound as far as losing games consecutively. 

“It’s our mentality to get back on track right away. And we tend to do a 
good job with that. Obviously, in the playoffs, you know, it’s even more 
crucial to get back on track faster.” 

Coming in, the Bruins were 16-34 in best-of-seven series after losing 
Game 1. They were 22-28 in Game 2 after trailing, 1-0. 

The Hurricanes have had the Bruins’ number this season, sweeping the 
regular-season series overwhelmingly and winning the first two playoff 
games in similar fashion. 

The first adjustment Cassidy made was breaking up the top defense pair. 
For Game 2, Matt Grzelcyk moved to the top pair with McAvoy. Lindholm 
(before exiting with an injury in the second period) went to the second 
pair with Carlo. 

“I think there’s a familiarity with both guys now,” McAvoy said of Grzelcyk 
and Lindholm. “I feel comfortable playing with anyone. I trust whoever my 
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partner is. We’re going to make plays together and we’re going to do the 
job.” 

The Bruins are 2-26 when they fall behind, 2-0, in a best of seven series. 
Both wins came in the same playoff run. They battled back to beat the 
Canadiens in seven games in the first round in 2011, then overcame 2-0 
deficit in the Stanley Cup Final against the Canucks. 

“I think our guys, they’ve been around,” Cassidy said. “They’ve been 
through a lot of playoffs. Our leaders — even our young guys like 
Pastrnak, McAvoy, Carlo — they’ve been through a lot of playoff series. It 
doesn’t always go the way it’s scripted right out of the gate. 

“Sometimes it goes great. You get on a roll, sometimes you’ve got to 
battle through a little harder. So there’s no easy games. I think our guys 
truly understand that. And the flip side of that, every game is a new 
entity, starting over. I think our guys have recognized that.” 

Lead story 

The Bruins still don’t know what it’s like to play with a lead against the 
Hurricanes this season. 

They have played played from behind in all five meetings, regular season 
and playoffs. 

The Hurricanes are 40-4-6 when scoring first, including 21-1-2 at home. 
When allowing the first goal, they are 15-16-2 (9-7-2 at home). 

The Bruins, meanwhile, are accustomed to being in control. During the 
regular season, they were 37-10-2 when scoring first, 14-16-3 when 
allowing the first goal. 

“You’re never out of it, but just the comfort level is there for everybody 
and maybe the other team starts chasing it a little bit,” Cassidy said of 
playing with a lead. “That’s typically what can happen as the game goes 
on. And that opens the game up and maybe they get out of their structure 
a little bit. So you know, there’s advantages on both sides.” 

Future king? 

Nick Foligno was chosen as the Bruins’ nominee for the King Clancy 
Memorial Trophy, given to the player who “exemplifies leadership 
qualities on and off the ice and has made a noteworthy humanitarian 
contribution to his community.” Foligno regularly made virtual visits to 
local children’s hospitals. Inspired by their daughter, Milana, Foligno and 
his wife, Janelle, started the Heart’s Playbook Foundation devoted to 
heart health ... Cassidy and the coaching staff watched Tuesday’s games 
at the team hotel. They didn’t make it through the Penguins’ triple-
overtime win over the Rangers. “Saw the highlights, though,” he said. 
“Interesting game.” 
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Bruins lose Game 2 and Hampus Lindholm in Carolina 

 

Steve Conroy 05/05/2022 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — With five games’ worth of data now available, there 
can be only one conclusion drawn regarding the Bruins and Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The B’s are no match for them. 

In the latest installment of the season-long Black and Gold horror show, 
the B’s were pummeled 5-2 in a nasty, physical Game 2 at PNC Arena 
on Wednesday to fall behind in the series 2-0. But the loss was more 
costly than that. While the Canes are now down to their third-string goalie 
after Antti Raanta got hurt, the B’s will most likely be without defenseman 

Hampus Lindholm for the immediate future after he had to exit the game 
late in the second period after he absorbed a hellacious hit. 

Is it possible that the B’s can change the vibe of this series when it shifts 
to Boston for Game 3 on Friday? Sure. But they’ll have to come up with a 
much better performance than they’ve been able to muster in their first 
five games, in which they are 0-5 and have been outscored 26-4. They 
have yet to hold a lead in five games. 

“We need a timely save. There’s no doubt about it,” said coach Bruce 
Cassidy. “We were closer to scoring, we got a couple and the young kid 
(Pyotr Kochetkov) did a real good job. We could have had more than two. 
And to me, it’s not too little too late. You’re not on to the next city. It’s the 
same series, so once you start getting confidence and realizing you can 
score, the other team realizes that, too. But we’re certainly going to need 
some timely saves when the tide gets shifted, like they did early on and 
early on the other night. We finished better than we did the other night 
and that’s got to continue as well.” 

With the temperature high after the Raanta injury and then the Lindholm 
injury, the B’s took 13 minors, which produced three different 5-on-3s, 
one of which the Canes scored on. 

“It comes down to discipline. We were in the box a lot tonight. We have to 
look at it and see what was warranted and what wasn’t, but that can’t 
continue, either,” said Cassidy. 

Late in the second period, Lindholm was blasted by Andrei Svechnikov 
and he was clearly dazed. There was no definitive update, but it didn’t 
look good at the time or sound good afterward. 

“He’s not doing well,” said Cassidy, who wasn’t wild about the hit. “It 
looked high to me. That’s why he left the game, he has an upper body 
injury. It was on time, certainly, but it looked high. But they didn’t see it 
that way. Sometimes those get reviewed, sometimes they don’t. I don’t 
know if this one will.” 

This one fell apart quickly. 

For the second straight game, the B’s started well, hemming the Canes 
in their zone for the first several shifts and they earned a quick power 
play when Nino Niederreitter tripped Brandon Carlo. And again, they got 
a couple of chances on Raanta that they could not put away. 

Then shortly after Niederreitter was freed, Tony DeAngelo took a bad 
interference penalty on Erik Haula. But before they could get going on 
that power play, the game changed drastically. The B’s tried the PP play 
on which the puck is fired off the end boards and David Pastrnak beats 
the icing. Pastrnak did indeed beat the icing, but Raanta got to the puck 
and tried to clear. Pastrnak crashed into the goalie, injuring Raanta, who 
did not return because of an upper body injury. The play was reviewed 
for a major penalty but it was ruled a minor. 

Cassidy shot down the notion that Pastrnak ran Raanta. 

“It’s David Pastrnak. We’re on the power play. He’s trying to chase down 
the puck. You think his intention is to (run him)? That’s why they changed 
it from a five to a two. His foot caught his pad. He’s trying to block the 
clear but get out of the way. I don’t think there was any intent there at all,” 
said Cassidy. 

With No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen already hurt and now Raanta out, 
the Canes turned to the rookie Kochetkov, who had all of three games of 
NHL experience. That set of circumstances caused the Canes to wake 
up much earlier than they did on Monday and they dominated the rest of 
the period, taking a 2-0 lead before the period was out. 

For the fifth time in as many games against the B’s this year, the Canes 
scored the first goal. Jesper Fast turned back Haula at the Boston blue 
line and kept the play alive. Fast moved down to the bottom of the left 
circle, from where he one-timed a Jordan Staal pass past Linus Ullmark 
and, at 13:03, the B’s hopes of playing with a lead were dashed. 

And exactly two minutes later, the B’s found themselves down by a 
deuce. Jaccob Slavin slipped a weak Pastrnak check attempt along the 
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left boards and took the puck behind the net. He sent the puck out high to 
DeAngelo and Sebastian Aho tipped DeAngelo’s shot past Ullmark. 

Meanwhile, the Canes did not let the B’s lay a glove on Kochetkov, who 
barely saw any action in his end in the final 12:13 of the period. 

It got worse. Late in the period, Patrice Bergeron took a slashing penalty 
with 1:06 left. Then, after Charlie Coyle and Niederreiter were sent off for 
matching roughings, there was a dust-up after the horn. It looked like 
both teams gave as good as they got, but somehow the B’s got nailed 
with two minors, to Haula and Brandon Carlo, to the Canes’ one, Seth 
Jarvis. 

That gave the Canes a 54-second 5-on-3 to start the second. The B’s 
killed the two-man portion, but on the 5-on-4, Aho whistled a slapper that 
beat Ullmark short-side at 1:10. 

Times were officially desperate. Cassidy reunited Pastrnak with Bergeron 
and Brad Marchand but, by then, the Canes were in their defensive 
rocking chair, sealing off any oxygen in the slot and the B’s could not get 
anything to the net. 

But later in the period, Svechnikov held Taylor Hall to put the B’s on the 
power play. This time, the B’s capitalized, with Bergeron banging home a 
rebound at 14:57. 

Not long after that, however, the B’s chances on the night — and in the 
series — became very bleak. After taking a short pass from Brandon 
Carlo, Lindholm was wheeling behind the net when Svechnikov 
absolutely smoked him that looked clean, but it was close. Svechnikov 
did appear to ride up and get part of the head. As the B’s converged on 
Svechnikov, it was clear that Lindholm did not have his wits about him. 
He would eventually need assistance to get off the ice. Carlo earned an 
extra roughing penalty, putting the Canes back on the power play. 
Lindholm did not have enough time to react after the Carlo pass. 

“That’s a decision (Carlo) would like to have back. Get your feet moving 
and bypass but nothing you can do about that now,” said Cassidy. 

On the kill, Connor Clifton stepped up to deliver a big hit on Jarvis, but 
that allowed Aho an opportunity that Derek Forbort could only thwart by 
holding him, giving the Canes another 5-on-3. Niederreiter regained the 
three-goal advantage when Ullmark could not get a hold of a loose puck 
and Niederreiter tapped it in with 1:08 left in the period. 

Another Bergeron goal got the B’s back to within a goal in the third, but 
Niederreiter finished it off with an empty netter. 
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Bruins notebook: Third pairing continued strong play in Game 1 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

One of the big questions the Bruins had to answer down the stretch was, 
with eight NHL defensemen on the roster after the acquisitions of 
Hampus Lindholm and Josh Brown, just who would be the odd men out. 

Coach Bruce Cassidy made it clear that the top four was pretty much set 
with Lindholm, Charlie McAvoy, Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon Carlo, 
however they were going to be paired up. That created a competition 
among four men for the two spots on the third pairing. In the end, Derek 
Forbort and Connor Clifton won out over Mike Reilly and Brown. 

Much like it is for fourth liners, the third-pairing players are often only as 
good as their last game. But among the bright spots in the B’s 5-1 loss to 
the Carolina Hurricanes was the play of the Forbort-Clifton pairing. They 
moved the puck out of their zone efficiently and both of them jumped into 
the play at the appropriate times. 

As they headed into Wednesday’s Game 2 at PNC Arena, the key was 
for them to maintain that level of play. 

“Efficient puck movement, first and foremost,” said Cassidy on what’s 
most important for the pairing. “When they’re moving it our of their zone 
crisp and clean. It doesn’t always have to be tape to tape, but 
somewhere where we can go pursue it and get on the forecheck. I find 
that when they get stuck in their own end, because of maybe some lack 
of execution, that’s where I find they get running around a little bit, trying 
to correct their problem or put out the fire that they started. When they’re 
cleaner, everything comes easier for them. Because they’re good 
defenders. Cliffy will play hard, he’ll finish hard. Forby has a good stick 
and he’ll be physical when he needs to. He’ll block shots. But that takes 
its toll if you’re doing it over and over. So I think when they’re clean, 
that’s when I’ve always noticed they’ve had their best games.” 

While not a ton of offense is expected from the pairing, both players are 
capable of chipping in when they recognize the opening. 

“Forby had a great look coming in from the blue line. Cliffy had a couple 
of shots to the net, tippable pucks that were there on time. So they’re 
even adding that dimension,” said Cassidy. “That’s when they’ve had a 
good night. And they did. They were a good for us. And they have been 
for a while. I think they had one off night down the stretch, they corrected 
that and I think they’ve been solid for us. We had some decisions to 
make and they made it easier on us by the way they’ve played.” 

The pairing could not be quite as clean in Game 2, as Clifton was 
victimized on the Hurricanes first goal of the net. He got bumped off the 
puck out high and then Erik Haula got stopped at the blue line by Jesper 
Fast, who eventually score on a one-timer. 

A fix for the power play? 

Though the B’s scored three power-play goals in the last two regular-
season games, they haven’t completely washed the stench off them from 
the 0-for-39 slump that preceded those three goals. In the 5-1 loss in 
Game 1, they went 0-for-3 and the performances got worse with each 
one. Part of the problem, as it was in that scoreless skid, is that they tried 
to force the puck into the offensive zone, usually skating right into a 
defender and turning it over. 

Cassidy said a little dump-and-chase could solve the matter. 

“We’re stubborn on our entries. We have been against a number of 
teams,” said Cassidy. “We worked on that (Tuesday) and hopefully it 
translates where you play behind them a little bit like 5-on-5 where you 
go get it and win the puck battle and get your offense going that way. 
And eventually, you hope that backs them off the blue line because they 
know we’re throwing it behind them and they want a head start to get first 
touch. That opens up a little bit of ice in front of them and that’s a little bit 
of the tradeoff and hopefully we can go in with possession. That’ll be the 
plan. (The Hurricanes) started doing that because we held the blue line 
as well. It was tough entries for both teams so I didn’t see a ton of good 
looks on the power play. That’s what we have to do. The other part is the 
faceoff. We’re five to their four, we’ve got to do a better job of helping 
(Patrice Bergeron or Charlie Coyle), whoever’s taking the draw, to 
recover those so we can start with the puck.” 

On the B’s first power-play of the game, they did carry it into the zone 
and they got good chances but could not score. They eventually did 
score on the power-play late in the second period, but could not cash in 
on a late power-play with Ullmark pulled. It was 4-2 at the time and a 
timely strike could have made things interesting. 

Decision to go back will Ullmark 

Cassidy expanded on his decision to go back with Linus Ullmark for 
Game 2 instead of rookie Jeremy Swayman. 

“Swayman’s played well and we talked about that at some point we’d 
probably use both. But I didn’t see this being the reason why. That’s why 
we went back to Ullmark,” said Cassidy on Wednesday morning. “He 
played really well the past six weeks. The stats back that up. I thought 
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certainly their pucks had eyes. They do put a lot of pucks at the net, so 
the challenge with Linus is fighting to find them and, I don’t want to say 
anticipate deflections, but you’ve got to stop the first shot to understand 
how they’re going to get some action at the net. Control your rebounds. 
And he did a real good job with that in the second half. So there’s no 
good reason not to give him another look. We need to finish some plays 
at the other end to give him some goal support as well. It’s tough to be in 
there knowing that any goal could be the difference.” 

But after the 5-2 loss in Game 2, it would not be a shock if Jeremy 
Swayman gets his first playoff start in Friday’s Game 3. 

Pastrnak a target? 

If the Canes want to target David Pastrnak after his hit on Antti Raanta, 
that would be nothing new for the B’s sniper, said Cassidy. 

“Is he going to be targeted? I think he’s targeted whether he goes near 
the goalie or not,” said Cassidy. “He’s one of our best players. They’re 
going to go after him. And he’s hurt them in the past. (Andrei) Svechnikov 
hits our guy (Lindholm), and we don’t like that. But we’re not going to run 
around…you’re going to try and let then know that ‘hey, keep your head 
up’ because it’s a long series type of message. That’s what happens in 
any series when you lose a guy. So, no, David…he’s a star in this league 
and he’s going to have to play through some of the physicality, maybe 
the threat of intimidation, the smack-talking. Whatever’s going on out 
there, you’ve got to play through it. All the good players in this league 
do.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour did not have a prognosis on Raanta, but 
said that he did not enter concussion protocol. 

As for Hampus Lindholm, Cassidy did not know whether Lindholm would 
be allowed to travel home with the B’s after taking the hit from 
Svechnikov that very well may have concussed him. 

“I saw him earlier and talked to him right after the incident and he 
seemed to be OK, but I don’t know if he left here (to go to the hospital),” 
said Cassidy…. 

Nick Foligno is the Bruins nominee for the King Clancy Memorial Trophy, 
given to the player “who best exemplifies leadership qualities on and off 
the ice and has made a noteworthy humanitarian contribution in the 
community.” 
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Bruins-Hurricanes Game 2 preview, projected lineups, odds and 
prediction 

 

Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins lost Game 1 of their first-round playoff series last 
season, bounced back with a Game 2 win and ultimately advanced to the 
conference semifinals. 

They are hoping a similar path to success begins Wednesday night in 
Game 2 against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. 

The Bruins played a pretty good road game for most of Monday night's 
series opener, but a couple deflection goals late in the second period 
helped the 'Canes take control of the matchup and cruise to a 5-1 victory. 

The Hurricanes are 4-0-0 with a 22-2 goal differential against the Bruins 
this season. What can the B's do to achieve better results? 

Here's a preview of Bruins-Hurricanes Game 2.  

Key storylines 

Where's the offense? 

The Bruins had little trouble outshooting (36-25) the Hurricanes and 
creating more scoring chances (29-28) in Game 1, they just couldn't 
finish any of these opportunities. Their only goal came on a Taylor Hall 
shot from the high slot that somehow found its way to the back of the net. 

The Hurricanes fought hard through the slot to get traffic in front of B's 
goalie Linus Ullmark and make it difficult for him to see shots from the 
point. They scored twice this way in Game 1. The Bruins need to employ 
a similar strategy and get bodies in front of 'Canes netminder Antti 
Raanta. Raanta gave up plenty of juice rebounds Monday but the Bruins 
didn't have enough guys in front of the net to capitalize on them. 

The other way to generate offense is scoring on the power play, which 
the Bruins have really struggled to do over the last month. They had an 
0-for-39 drought in April and went 0-for-3 with the man advantage in 
Game 1. The Bruins could barely enter the zone cleanly against the 
Hurricanes' No. 1 ranked penalty kill. Carrying the puck into the zone or 
doing those cute drop passes won't work against an aggressive 'Canes 
PK and its blue line wall. Dumping the puck in and winning the puck 
battle below the goal line to set up the power play needs to be an 
adjustment made by Boston in Game 2. 

Switching up the D 

The Bruins are mixing up their defense pairings a bit. Matt Grzelcyk will 
move up to the top pairing and play the left side next to Charlie McAvoy. 
Hampus Lindholm will go down and play the left side on the second 
pairing with Brandon Carlo. 

The Grzelcyk-Carlo pairing had an awful Game 1 performance. Grzelcyk 
was on the ice for three goals and his poorly timed pinch in the third 
period led to a 2-on-1 scoring chance for the 'Canes, which they scored 
on to take a 3-1 lead.  

Splitting the Lindholm-McAvoy pairing gives Boston's blue line a little 
more balance and someone on each of the top two pairings who can 
execute clean breakouts against Carolina's aggressive forecheck. 
Grzelcyk and McAvoy also have great chemistry as a pairing and ranked 
No. 1 in several shot and goals metrics during the regular season. 

The one concern with this switch is Carlo and Lindholm didn't play well 
together during the regular season, but that was a pretty small sample 
size of just 20:25 at 5-on-5. How quickly they can develop chemistry on 
the fly will be worth watching Wednesday night and throughout the 
playoffs. 

Projected Lineups 

BOSTON BRUINS 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand--Patrice Bergeron--Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall--Erik Haula--David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic--Charlie Coyle--Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno--Tomas Nosek--Curtis Lazar 

Defensemen 

Matt Grzelcyk--Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm--Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort--Connor Clifton 

Goalie 

Linus Ullmark 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Forwards 
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Andrei Svechnikov--Sebastian Aho--Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi--Vincent Trocheck--Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter--Jordan Staal--Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook--Jesperi Kotkaniemi--Martin Necas 

Defensemen 

Jaccob Slavin--Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei--Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith--Ian Cole 

Goalie  

Antti Raanta 

Odds 

Moneyline 

Hurricanes: -121 

Bruins: +100 

Over/Under Total Goals 

Over 5.5: -121 

Under 5.5: +100 

All lines via PointsBet 

Prediction 

Bruins win 3-2 
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Murph's Take: Hurricanes' Speed, Depth, Killing Bruins 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

Here’s my take on another lopsided loss for the Boston Bruins to the 
Carolina Hurricanes in Game 2 of the Eastern Conference Quarterfinals. 
The Hurricanes got two goals a piece from Sebastian Aho and Nino 
Niederreiter and 30 saves from rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov in a 5-2 
win that put them up 2-0 in the series. 

The series will now shift back to TD Garden in Boston for Game 3 on 
Friday night (7 PM ET) and Sunday (12:30 PM) but if the Boston Bruins 
don’t find a way to keep up with the speed of the Carolina Hurricanes and 
counter their ferocious forecheck, this series could be over Sunday. As 
I’ve said before, the Hurricanes have been champing at the bit to get 
another shot at the Boston Bruins in the playoffs after the Bruins sent 
them home in two of the last three seasons. That revenge factor has 
shown because the Hurricanes have played with way more purpose and 
passion. 

The result has been the Canes out-scoring the Bruins 10-3 so far in the 
series. Combined with the regular season, the Hurricanes have gone 5-0 
against the Boston Bruins and outscored them 26-4. The Bruins have 
had no answer for the constant presence the Canes have had in front of 
the net and on the flip side, the way the Hurricanes have pushed the 
Bruins to the outside and prevented them from getting to the interior. 

One thing to look for in Game 3 is if the Bruins stop trying to react to the 
Hurricanes’ game and just play their own game. At times, the Carolina 
Hurricanes have been over-aggressive on the attack or trying to create 
an attack. If the Bruins can read the gaps that’s creating, they could turn 

them into odd-man rushes the other way. It will be interesting to see how 
head coach Bruce Cassidy and his staff adjust to this in Game 3. 

What will also be interesting is whether or not Cassidy sticks with Linus 
Ullmark between the pipes or switches to rookie Jeremy Swayman? 
Ullmark was average at best again in Game 2, allowing four goals on 33 
shots. Cassidy even called him out after the game saying “It would be 
nice if we got a timely save once in a while.” 

We will also have to see how the Boston Bruins compensate for the 
expected loss of defenseman Hampus Lindholm, who left late in the 
second period after being in the receiving end of a vicious high hit from 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov. There was no update on his 
status after the game except that ‘he’s no doing well’ 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Talking Points: Bruins In Two-Game Deficit After 5-2 Loss To Canes 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

RALEIGH – The Boston Bruins are headed back to Boston down 0-2 to 
the Carolina Hurricanes in their Eastern Conference Quarterfinals best of 
seven series. The Hurricanes dominated the Bruins wire to wire in a 5-2 
win that now has them two games away from winning their first Stanley 
Cup Playoffs series over the Bruins since the 2009 Eastern Conference 
semifinals. 

To make matters worse, the Boston Bruins lost defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm to what seemed like a concussion from a devastating headshot 
by Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov midway through the second 
period. 

In a penalty-filled (21 minors and one double-minor) and rough game that 
resembled the old Adams Division battles between the Hartford Whalers 
and Boston Bruins, the Hurricanes took it to the Bruins once again. After 
David Pastrnak collided with Hurricanes starting goalie Antti Raanta and 
knocked him out of the game, the Canes appeared to be galvanized and 
turned up their physical game. 

Jesper Fast broke through at 13:03 to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead and 
Sebastian Aho scored the first of two on the night for him to give the 
Canes a 2-0 lead at 15:30 of the opening frame. Aho struck again, this 
time on the powerplay, 1:10 into the second period to make it 3-0 before 
Patrice Bergeron finally got his first goal of the series to cut the Canes’ 
lead to 3-1 on the powerplay at 14:57. 

The Carolina Hurricanes would regain the three-goal lead at 18:52 of the 
second period and take a 4-1 lead into the third period. Bergeron got his 
second of the game at 12:21 of the third period to make it 4-2 but 
Niederreiter would also get his second with an empty-netter at 19:19 to 
seal the deal. 

Boston Bruins goalie Hampus Lindholm was shaky, allowing four goals 
on 33 shots. 
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Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta stopped all six shots he faced 
before leaving the game 7:47 into the first period. Rookie goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov relieved him and stopped 30 of the 32 shots he faced. 

GOLD STAR: Sebastian Aho had an assist but was held off the 
scoreboard in Game 1 but in Game 2 the Hurricanes’ best player struck 
twice and it was clear his teammates feed off him when he gets going. In 
22:09 TOI, Aho had two goals on three shots, three takeaways and went 
10-7 at the faceoff dot where the Hurricanes once again won the battle 
going 33-27 overall. 

Sebastian Aho nets a PP goal to make it a three-goal game 1:10 into the 
second. 

The #NHLBruins have not came back from a three goal deficit at all this 
season, lol. 

3-0 #LetsGoCanes: pic.twitter.com/HrYSL0AjNN 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) May 5, 2022 

BLACK EYE: As mentioned above, Boston Bruins defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm left the game midway through the second period after being 
absolutely leveled by Andrei Svechnikov 17:11 into the second period. At 
first glance, and based on this video tweet below, I thought it was a clean 
hit but the principal point of contact was the head as Svechnikov chicken 
winged his shoulder up into Lindholm’s chin. Lindholm was clearly 
concussed as he left the game and after the game, his status was 
unknown. Watch the second view of the hit. 

Oh my.  #StanleyCup pic.twitter.com/Y8bZ2JHHOL 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) May 5, 2022 

TURNING POINT: While this puck scribe doesn’t think Boston Bruins 
winger David Pastrnak had bad intentions, he still interfered with 
Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta and Raanta was forced to leave the game 
after being injured on the play. He was relieved by rookie goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who was sensational, stopping 30 of 32 shots in his Stanley 
Cup Playoffs debut. The Hurricanes appeared to be galvanized from that 
moment on and played a much more physical game. 

David Pastrnak collides with Antti Raanta, and the goaltender's leaving 
the game. pic.twitter.com/valxs95VtP 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 4, 2022 

HONORABLE MENTION: Nino Niederreiter is one of those middle six 
forwards every team would love to have come playoff time. He’s a 
versatile, two-way player that also scores big and timely goals. That was 
the case again in Game 2 as the Hurricanes tenacious forward scored 
two more goals after netting one in Game 1. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 9 – Nine powerplays for the Hurricanes to the 
Bruins’ two. The Hurricanes scored twice on those nine powerplays. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “It’s David Pastrnak. You think he’s gonna run — 
we’re on the power play. He’s trying to chase down a puck. You think his 
intention is to — that’s why they changed it from a 5 to a 2. His foot 
caught his pad. He’s trying to block the clear and get out of the way.” – 
Bruce Cassidy on the Pastrnak hit on Raanta. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Boston Bruins Lindholm Knocked Out of Game 2 After Big Hit 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

Things are going from bad to worse for the Boston Bruins as Hampus 
Lindholm appears to have been knocked out of Game 2 of their first-
round playoff series after a devastating hit from Hurricanes forward 
Andrei Svechnikov. 

It was midway through the second period in a game the Bruins were 
trailing 3-1 and Lindholm was wheeling the puck behind the Boston net 
with his head down when Svechnikov caught him with a clean, punishing 
hit shoulder to chest. The violence of the impact was so great that it 
actually snapped Lindholm’s stick, and he was left holding the broken 
handle as he attempted to shake out the cobwebs following the big 
impact. 

The devastating collision sent Lindholm flying, and a trio of Boston Bruins 
players (Taylor Hall, Brandon Carlo and Erik Haula) immediately went 
after Svechnikov in the corner. 

Hampus Lindholm needs help getting off the ice after this hit from Andrei 
Svechnikov. pic.twitter.com/kiHjVBTym6 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 5, 2022 

But the damage was down at that point as Lindholm looked completely 
dazed and wobbly-legged as he needed to be helped off the ice and 
didn’t return for the rest of the second period. Early in the third period the 
Boston Bruins confirmed that Lindholm would not return to the game with 
an upper body injury. 

UPDATE: Hampus Lindholm (upper-body) will not return to tonight’s 
game. 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) May 5, 2022 

Svechnikov was called for roughing in the aftermath of the hit as was 
Carlo, but there were no penalties that arose from the actual hit that 
knocked Lindholm out of the game. 

Hampus Lindholm had a couple of shots on net and a couple of hits in 
13:58 of ice time playing in a new ‘D’ pairing with Brandon Carlo during 
Wednesday night’s Game 2, but it would be surprising if he returns after 
such a devastating body check. 

It’s part of an overall nasty game on both sides as Brad Marchand and 
Carolina goalie Pyotr Kochetkov traded slashes during one period 
following the Lindholm hit, and a teamwide brouhaha closed out the first 
period that left three Boston Bruins players in the penalty box to start the 
second period. 

Brad Marchand doing things pic.twitter.com/c1RombD4Ol 

— The Hockey News (@TheHockeyNews) May 5, 2022 

It looked like the Boston Bruins were finally getting some traction when 
Patrice Bergeron scored a power play goal to make it a 3-1 game, but 
Svechnikov lowered the boom on Lindholm just a couple of minutes later 
to once again seize the momentum for the Hurricanes. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Murph's Bruins-Hurricanes Game 2 Picks: Overtime Anyone? 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Boston Bruins will try and even their 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs 
Eastern Conference Quarterfinals series with the Carolina Hurricanes in 
Game 2 Wednesday night (7 PM ET, NESN, BSSO, ESPN, SN360, 
TVAS2) in front of what promises to be another rocking PNC Arena in 
Raleigh. 

The Hurricanes beat the Boston Bruins 5-1 in Game 1 and have now 
beat the Bruins in four straight games (counting the regular season). The 
Canes have outscored the Bruins 21-2 in those four games as the Black 
and Gold struggle to find a way to break free from a suffocating 
forecheck by the Hurricanes. 

The Boston Bruins did have a strong start in Game 1 as they were out-
shooting the Canes 14-5 with five minutes left in the opening frame and 
went into the second period tied 0-0. However, the Hurricanes got two 
goals within 2:10 midway through the second period and while the Bruins 
cut the lead to 2-1 early in the third period, the Hurricanes. answered 
back right away to make it 3-1 en route to the 5-1 win. 

The read here is that the Boston Bruins, who have been a great bounce 
back team this season, will come out and have a strong start again but 
this time take a lead into the first period. 

“I think since I’ve been here, part of the culture in the room is we don’t let 
things slide,” Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy said of his team’s 
comeback abilities. “I think it’s a mindset, in the regular season 
especially, we don’t let things compound as far as losing games 
consecutive. It’s our mentality to get back on track right away and we 
tend to do a good job at that. Obviously in the playoffs, it’s even more 
crucial to get back on track faster so that’s the objective tonight. I think 
there was enough good stuff from last game to pull and draw some 
inspiration on what can do more, and then obviously there’s learning 
opportunities for everything else. So, I’m just really excited for tonight.” 

That being said, this Carolina Hurricanes attack is too strong and precise 
to contain for a full 60 and this game is going to go past this 60, with the 
Hurricanes gaining a 2-0 series lead thanks to an overtime win. 

Before we dive into my bets and score prediction for Game 1 Boston 
Bruins vs Carolina Hurricanes, hockey fans still have time to get their 
bets in. For those in New York state don’t forget to use New York betting 
apps. 

Bets: 

Bruins first period (-110) 

Hurricanes MONEY LINE (-120) 

DRAW (+295) 

Prediction Game 2: Hurricanes 3 Bruins 2 (OT) 

Prediction Series: Canes in 5 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Game 2: Boston Bruins @ Carolina Hurricanes Lines, Preview 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Stanley Cup 
playoff preview: 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, 107 pts) vs Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8-116 
pts) in Game 2 of their first round series with Carolina up 1-0 in the 
series. 

TIME: 7:00 PM ET 

TV: NESN, Bally Sports 

The Boston Bruins are still in Carolina readying for the Wednesday 
night’s Game 2 at PNC Arena against a Carolina Hurricanes club that’s 
up 1-0 in the best-of-seven series. 

While the two teams have faced each other in three of the last four 
postseasons, things are a little different this time around with the Metro 
Division champion Hurricanes standing as the favorite in the series, and 
the Boston Bruins serving as the underdogs after entering the 
postseason as a wild card team. 

That played out in Game 1 where the Hurricanes took home a 5-1 victory 
over the Bruins where they pulled away with three unanswered goals in 
the third period. Carolina has now outscored the Boston Bruins by a 21-2 
margin over four meetings between the two clubs this season and the 
Boston Bruins have managed just one 5-on-5 goal in 12 periods of play 
vs. the Canes. 

It’s well into being a trend at this point for the Boston Bruins offense 
against the Carolina defense, and one where they’re going to need to 
crash the net and get to the dirty areas in order to change the narrative at 
this point against the NHL’s best defense during the regular season. 

“I’m sure you’ve guys have probably heard this a million times, but 
people at the net-front with good timing so they’re not able to be tied up – 
free sticks around their net-front, and see if we can generate some 
second-chance opportunities,” said Hall, who absolutely earned the right 
to speak his mind after Game 1 as the team’s best player with Boston’s 
only goal and six shot attempts in 18:31 of ice time. “There were pucks 
laying there. Their goalie made some really good first saves. I think 
playoff hockey is about hanging around the net and finding a way to 
score. 

“You know honestly, just kind of like what they did on their first goal – a 
tip. Their second goal [was the result of] a lot of traffic, our goalie can’t 
really see [the puck in that instance]. For us, we always seem to outshoot 
teams but what can kind of get away from us is getting people to the net 
and making use of all those shots and creating second chances. So, 
that’s going to be a focus for us.” 

The Bruins have announced Linus Ullmark as their starter for Game 2 
after he allowed four goals on 24 shots in his first career playoff 
appearance in Monday night’s loss. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will be sticking with backup Antti Raanta (15-5-
4, 2.45 goals against average and .912 save percentage), who stopped 
35-of-36 shots in a brilliant performance for the Canes in the Game 1 
win. 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins have switched up the defensive pairings to move 
Matt Grzelcyk (a minus-3, no shots on net and a risky pinch that led to 
Carolina’s back-breaking third goal) with Charlie McAvoy after Grzelcyk 
struggled in the Game 1 loss. That leaves Hampus Lindholm on the 
second pairing with Brandon Carlo. 
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Top-shelf Teuvo   pic.twitter.com/kC27Jsbq71 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 3, 2022 

-The Boston Bruins have added veteran Chris Wagner to the NHL roster 
for the Stanley Cup playoff run now that the salary cap is no longer in 
play. Wagner “earned his spot” with a strong regular season finale where 
he posted 11 registered hits and played a strong, spirited game that 
showed what he could still bring in a fourth line role if called upon. It’s 
something the Boston Bruins were pretty happy about across the board 
after Wagner played the good soldier role while saddled in the AHL for 
the entirety of this season. 

“[Wagner] was patient about things. Not happy about things. But a really 
good soldier and leader, which was important for our organization. He 
just asking me that if he’s playing well and his game is at the top of it, is 
he a part of moving forward? I’ve always told him that ultimately, coach 
decides the lineup,” said Boston Bruins GM Don Sweeney. “But that 
being said, if you’re playing your best, he’s going to put in the players 
that are going to help him win. Especially as the intensity ramps up and 
Chris can provide what he does.” 

–The Boston Bruins got a flurry of power play goals in the last couple of 
games during the regular season, but it’s difficult to ignore the 0-for-39 
stretch that the B’s power play endured for nearly the whole month of 
April after they went 0-for-3 on the PP in Game 1. The Hurricanes were 
the NHL’s best penalty kill during the regular season, so it’s going to take 
some doing to get the Boston Bruins untracked against Carolina when it 
comes to special teams. 

-Boston Bruins defenseman Mike Reilly will be a healthy scratch, a 
situation that has unfolded for the veteran defenseman intermittently 
since Hampus Lindholm was acquired from the Anaheim Ducks at the 
trade deadline. 

–The two teams registered for 90  hits in Game 1 with Carolina finishing 
with every player in the Canes lineup getting at least one hit for the first 
time since way back in 2010. 

Carolina Hurricanes Notes 

-Carolina Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho continues to be the resident 
Boston Bruins killer with 10 goals and 16 points in 13 career games 
against the Black and Gold. 

–Pyotr Kochetekov will sit behind Annti Raanta as the backup goaltender 
with Freddie Andersen remaining out due to a lower-body injury. The 
Hurricanes expect Andersen to return at some point in the series, but 
there’s still no clear timetable as to when that might happen. 

-Carolina got balanced scoring from their best forwards in Game 1 as 
Vinny Trocheck, Teuvo Teravainen, Andrei Svechnikov, Seth Jarvis and 
Nino Neiderreiter also scored goals in the Game 1 win over the Boston 
Bruins. For Jarvis it was the eighth straight game that the youngster has 
registered a point for the Hurricanes. 

-Ethan Bear and Derek Stepan are expected to be healthy scratches for 
the Hurricanes when they start out the series against the Bruins. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron– Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic  – Charlie Coyle – Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno – Tomáš Nosek – Curtis Lazar 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk – Charlie McAvoy 

Hampus Lindholm – Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort – Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Linus Ullmark 

Jeremy Swayman  

Carolina Hurricanes Lineup: 

Forwards: 

Andrei Svechnikov — Sebastian Aho — Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi — Vincent Trocheck — Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter — Derek Stepan — Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook — Jesperi Kotkaniemi — Martin Necas 

Defensemen: 

Jaccob Slavin — Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei — Brett Pesce 

Ian Cole — Ethan Bear 

Goalies: 

Antti Raanta 
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Bruins Mindset Of 'Every Game's A New Entity' Helps Them Bounce 
Back 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

RALEIGH – The Boston Bruins know they need to bounce back with a 
much more complete game in Game 2 if they want to even their Eastern 
Conference Quarterfinals series with the Carolina Hurricanes. The 
Hurricanes beat the Bruins 5-1 in Game 1 and while that could be a 
deflating way to open a series for some NHL teams, it’s not for the 
Boston Bruins, who this season and in many past, have traditionally been 
a great bounce back team. 

The Boston Bruins longest losing streak of the 2021-22 regular season 
didn’t come until mid-April when they lost three consecutive games from 
April 10-14. That’s why Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy and his 
players aren’t rattled from the way Game 1 went and know they can 
bounce back in Game 2. 

“They’re a hard-working group so they’re always willing to put the work 
in, that’s first and foremost,” Cassidy pointed out when asked why this 
team is so good at bouncing back. “I don’t think they get dejected over 
certain situations. I think we have good leadership; they send good 
messages. I don’t think anybody panics after a loss here. We’ve done a 
good job of resetting and we can focus on our start tonight, it was good in 
Game 1 and we can focus on that and as the game goes along, let’s do 
some things good that we didn’t do in the first game.” 

Having a core veteran leadership group of captain Patrice Bergeron, 
Brad Marchand, Charlie Coyle and Nick Foligno obviously helps when it 
comes to living in the moment and not the past or future, but as Cassidy 
pointed out, the younger core of David Pastrnak, Charlie McAvoy and 
Brandon Carlo is now stepping up as well. They’ve gained the 
experience and know the value of going shift by shift and not getting 
mired in defeat. 

“I think our guys, the leaders, they’ve been around for a lot of these 
games. …even our young guys, like Pastrnak, Carlo, McAvoy, they’re 
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young but they’ve been through a lot of playoff series,” Cassidy said. “It 
doesn’t always go the way it’s scripted right out of the gate. Sometimes it 
goes great, you get on a roll but sometimes you gotta battle through. 
There’s no easy games and I think our guys truly understand that, and on 
the flip side of that, every game’s a new entity too. You’re starting over 
and like I said, I think our guys recognize that.” 

McAvoy echoed his coach’s sentiments following an optional skate 
Wednesday, ahead of Game 2. 

“I think since I’ve been here, part of the culture in the room is we don’t let 
things slide,” McAvoy said. “I think it’s a mindset, in the regular season 
especially, we don’t let things compound as far as losing games 
consecutive. It’s our mentality to get back on track right away and we 
tend to do a good job at that. Obviously in the playoffs, it’s even more 
crucial to get back on track faster so that’s the objective tonight. I think 
there was enough good stuff from last game to pull and draw some 
inspiration on what can do more, and then obviously there’s learning 
opportunities for everything else. So, I’m just really excited for tonight.” 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Haggs: Boston Bruins Lack Of Offense Vs. Carolina Concerning 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

There’s no doubting that the Boston Bruins will be better for Wednesday 
night’s Game 2 against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. 

The Boston Bruins adjusted their defense pairings to get the best out of 
Matt Grzelcyk slotting him with Charlie McAvoy, and by moving Hampus 
Lindholm to the second pairing they guarantee that at least one top pair-
level defenseman will be on the ice for most of the game. There’s also 
every chance that Linus Ullmark will be even that much better after 
getting his first career playoff game out of the way in Monday night’s 5-1 
loss in Game 1 of the first round series. 

Certainly, it felt closer than the final score, or than the 16-1 aggregate 
score that the Boston Bruins lost to Carolina in three regular season 
meetings earlier this season. 

But one thing that doesn’t seem to be a fluke or a coincidence at this 
point is the difficulty that the Boston Bruins have in generating real 
offense against a Hurricanes team that led the NHL in goals allowed this 
season. The Bruins have scored just one 5-on-5 goal in 12 periods of 
hockey against the Hurricanes and scored two goals overall against a 
Carolina team that’s routinely shut them down with speed, 
aggressiveness and some gritty play around their own net. 

It was an admission made by Taylor Hall after Monday night’s Game 1 
loss when he lamented how many of Boston’s 36 shots on net were from 
the outside rather than quality chances in and around the net. The 
perimeter offense isn’t going to fly in the playoffs, and it absolutely isn’t 
going to work against a Hurricanes team that limited opponents to just 
2.38 goals per game this season. 

“I’m sure you’ve guys have probably heard this a million times, but 
people at the net-front with good timing so they’re not able to be tied up – 
free sticks around their net-front, and see if we can generate some 
second-chance opportunities,” said Hall, who absolutely earned the right 
to speak his mind after Game 1 as the team’s best player with Boston’s 
only goal and six shot attempts in 18:31 of ice time. “There were pucks 
laying there. Their goalie made some really good first saves. I think 
playoff hockey is about hanging around the net and finding a way to 
score. 

“You know honestly, just kind of like what they did on their first goal – a 
tip. Their second goal [was the result of] a lot of traffic, our goalie can’t 
really see [the puck in that instance]. For us, we always seem to outshoot 
teams but what can kind of get away from us is getting people to the net 
and making use of all those shots and creating second chances. So, 
that’s going to be a focus for us.” 

This is absolutely the fallacy of falling too in love with the fancy stats 
within a hockey organization where players may feel like their job is done 
by simply pumping shots at the net, but it’s not about luck or getting a 
bounce. Instead, it’s about players unable, or unwilling, to get to the net-
front area against a big, strong defense looking to push them out, and 
therefore unable to make use of the pucks being funneled to the net in 
the first place. 

It’s highly doubtful the Boston Bruins are unwilling to pay the price for 
playoff success, so perhaps Game 1 will serve as a good reminder that 
it’s about gaining the inside ice and making Antti Raanta as they did early 
in the first period. That resulted in a number of times where the Carolina 
defense collapsed around the net and showed exactly why they were so 
good this season at keeping pucks from inching over the goal line. 

The question, though, is how much better the Boston Bruins can get 
against the Hurricanes after Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand were 
kept off the board in Game 1 and finished a combined minus-5 while 
clearly not playing their best hockey. The B’s fourth line was actually their 
best line for the balance of the entire game before Hall, David Pastrnak 
and Erik Haula came alive in a third period that ultimately collapsed on 
the Boston Bruins. 

There’s also the problem around the Boston Bruins power play that went 
0-for-3 in Game 1 and is going up against the NHL’s best penalty kill this 
season. For a team that barely managed to break out of an 0-for-39 
slump in the month of April just ahead of the postseason, the Hurricanes 
are not a good matchup for Boston’s best PP players to start regaining 
any lost confidence. 

“Well, we have to [play better on the power play]. We can’t rely on our 
power play against the No. 1 PK, but it does have to give us some juice,” 
said Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “I thought the first couple, 
we did get some looks. The third one was disappointing. Our entries, 
when we did get in, we mishandled some pucks or didn’t execute once 
we got it back. 

“It’s been a challenge the last month for us on the power play. Those 
guys have to take a little more ownership of it. Those are our top guys. 
Hopefully, they’ll be better at it [in Game 2] because we do have to get 
some life from it. Just because they have the top PK doesn’t mean we 
can’t score. We’ve done it in years past and it can certainly be a weapon 
if we get it going.” 

After four games between these two teams this season, the lack of 
offense is no longer a coincidence. It’s a trend and advancing toward a 
pattern that could be Boston’s undoing. There’s little doubt if the Bruins 
don’t “get it going” offensively at both 5-on-5 and on the power play after 
scrounging for just one goal in Game 1, this could be a very short series 
indeed. 
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Bruins Daily: Changes For The Bruins But Not In Net; Stanley Cup 
Playoffs 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Boston Bruins will stay the course between the pipes for Game 2 but 
make some changes on the blue line. 

New York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin made 79 stops but the 
Rangers still lost to the Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3 in triple overtime. 

That and more in the latest BHN Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

There will be no goalie switch for the Boston Bruins in Game 2 as Bruce 
Cassidy is sticking with Linus Ullmark. 

There will however be some changes on the blue line for the Boston 
Bruins in Game 2. Hampus Lindholm and Matt Grzelcyk are switching 
spots. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: Should New York Islanders goalie Ilya Sorokin have been awarded 
save of the year? 

Pittsburgh: The Pittsburgh Penguins won a triple overtime winner in 
Game 1 of their series with the New York Rangers 

Philly: Once again, the disgrace of a rumor site, Hockey Buzz threw 
bleep at the wall and it didn’t stick. This time a Philadelphia Flyers rumor 
was flat out denied! 

Wash: The Washington Capitals gave the Florida Panthers a taste of 
what it takes to win in the Stanley Cup Playoffs and it’s not the style of 
hockey that led to the President’s Trophy for the Panthers. 

Florida: Here’s the Florida Panthers side of their 4-2 Game 1 loss to the 
Caps. 

Detroit: Will Detroit Red Wings captain Dylan Larkin sign a contract 
extension this summer? 

Colorado: The Colorado Avalanche thumped the Nashville Predators 7-2 
in Game 1 of their series. 

Vegas: So what will the offseason for the Vegas Golden Knights entail? 

San Jose: San Jose Sharks goalie James Reimer is aging like a fine 
wine? 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: So why wasn’t Montreal Canadiens captain Shea Weber 
moved at the NHL Trade Deadline? 

Calgary: The Calgary Flames won a Daryl Sutter type game 1-0 over the 
Dallas Stars in Game 1. 

Vancouver: Will Bruce Boudreau be back as head coach of the 
Vancouver Canucks? 

NHL 

Toronto Maple Leafs forward Kyle Clifford has been suspended for one 
game and will miss Game 2 tonight against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Here’s the perspective from the New York Rangers on their Game 1 loss 
to the Penguins. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 

around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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The Bruins are in serious trouble after Game 2 loss to Hurricanes 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

RALEIGH — You name it, and it went wrong for the Bruins in a 5-2 
Game 2 rout. 

• Hampus Lindholm left the game in the second period after being 
plastered by Andrei Svechnikov behind the Bruins’ net. 

The violence of Svechnikov’s arrival launched Lindholm right on his back. 
Lindholm, the Bruins’ prime deadline acquisition, tried to get up. He 
nearly wobbled back down. Linus Ullmark promptly stepped in to keep 
Lindholm on the ice. Taylor Hall and Jake DeBrusk helped Lindholm 
skate off the ice. 

“He’s not doing well,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. 

• Trent Frederic was benched in the second period after a foolish 
interference penalty. Frederic gave the Hurricanes one of their nine 
power-play opportunities (2-for-9 in 12:43 of man-advantage time). 

• The Game 2 adjustment of reuniting Matt Grzelcyk and Charlie McAvoy 
did nothing. 

• David Pastrnak, on the ice for Carolina’s first two goals, had to go back 
with Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron because of how little the 
Bruins generated offensively. 

• The Bruins did little to turn up the heat on No. 3 goalie Pyotr Kochetkov 
after Antti Raanta left the game in the first period. 

For everything that went sideways for the Bruins in the first two games, 
the biggest issue is their offense. Namely, the lack of it. 

It has not mattered that Frederik Andersen, Carolina’s ace, and Raanta, 
its No. 2, have been shunted aside. Of the 30 saves that Kochetkov had 
to make, perhaps a handful qualified as legitimate NHL puck-stopping. 

You could say Kochetkov’s busiest work was fending off Marchand in the 
second. Marchand started a dustup with a cross-check to Kotchekov’s 
back after he played a puck. The goalie responded with a slash to 
Marchand’s leg and a swipe with his glove. Marchand slashed Kotchekov 
in return. Both were whistled for their stickwork. 

“The young kid did a real good job,” Cassidy said. “We could have had 
more than two.” 

Bergeron was the only Bruin capable of putting pucks in the net. His first 
was on a power play. His second glanced in off his right skate. 

Otherwise, the Hurricanes executed their standard operating procedure 
of pressuring the Bruins at every turn. Pastrnak and Hall, the Bruins’ 
most dangerous straight-line attackers, generated little off the rush. 
Marchand was blanked on three shots. The No. 3 line combined for three 
shots, including none by Frederic. 

“Some of it will be on our skilled guys to use their speed and ability to 
create something for themselves,” Cassidy said of generating offense. 
“The other lines have to be a little more direct, win a race, get it into the 
dirty area and score some of those muckers’ goals. We need a little bit 
more at both ends of the lineup, the top guys and the bottom guys.” 
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The biggest change for the Bruins from the two prior postseason 
showdowns with Carolina was moving Pastrnak off the No. 1 line. They 
preferred the balance that running Hall and Pastrnak on Erik Haula’s 
flanks gave their attack. 

That advantage is gone. In the second, Cassidy reunited his top 
forwards. He had no choice. 

“Just to get a spark,” Cassidy said. “Not much was happening. They’ve 
been together. Sometimes that will give you a lift. It’s something we may 
have to do going forward. It was always going to be something we’d 
consider if need be. I think the balanced scoring has been good to us. 
But we got one the other day. I don’t know if we had one when we 
switched that. We’ve got to get something here. Moving one player off a 
line, I don’t think will solve all of that. We need to get some other lines 
closer to the net and finishing some plays.” 

It’s a good bet that Pastrnak is still compromised by the core injury that 
kept him out for eight games in April. It is the only explanation for how 
much the right wing has struggled in this series. 

In the first period, with the score 0-0, the Bruins went on their second 
power play of the game. Nineteen seconds into the power play, Pastrnak 
took his team off it. 

As Raanta left his crease to play the puck, Pastrnak ran into the goalie 
and caught him up high. Raanta departed and did not return. Pastrnak, 
originally called for a charging major, was given a goalie interference 
minor after review. 

Later in the first, with the score still 0-0, Pastrnak could not get in front of 
Jaccob Slavin’s left-point fling. When the puck thudded off Haula, 
Pastrnak blew the zone. That decision came back to bite the Bruins. 
Jesper Fast disrupted Haula’s breakout. Jordan Staal recovered the 
puck. The No. 3 center slipped a cross-ice pass to Fast before Connor 
Clifton put his stick in the lane. Fast buried his one-timer to open the 
scoring. The Bruins have never led the Hurricanes in their five losses. 

With five minutes left in the first, Pastrnak stumbled again. This time, 
after Hall sent a rim around the boards to Pastrnak, Slavin steamed down 
the wall and blew through the right wing’s feeble resistance. Moments 
later, Sebastian Aho deflected Tony DeAngelo’s shot through Ullmark to 
give Carolina a 2-0 lead. 

Defense is not Pastrnak’s strength. He earns his paycheck by scoring. 
Pastrnak has yet to do so in this series. 

“He’s a star in this league,” Cassidy said. “He’s going to have to play 
through some of the physicality, maybe the threat of intimidation, the 
smack talking. Whatever’s going on out there, you’ve just got to play 
through it. All the good players in this league do.” 

Changes are required for Game 3. If Lindholm is unavailable, Mike Reilly 
can assume some of his left-side shifts. When Reilly is right, he can 
retrieve pucks, move it up the ice and reinforce the offense. 

No such help is on deck up front. 

Anton Blidh and Chris Wagner are the Bruins’ extra forwards. Blidh was a 
healthy scratch for 11 consecutive games before the regular-season 
finale. Wagner spent all but the last game of the year in the minors. 

As for the net, Cassidy noted that the Bruins needed timely saves in 
Game 2. Ullmark (29 saves) didn’t make them. He could hardly be 
blamed, given the quality of Carolina’s goal-scoring chances. 

Jeremy Swayman could make his first playoff start, if only to give the 
Bruins a jolt. Swayman, however, cannot score. That will be up to his 
teammates. The Hurricanes will have something to say about that, even 
on the road. 

“Maybe get away from a few matchups. Maybe that will help us,” Cassidy 
said. “But I have a feeling, the way they play, their whole group can 
check. That’s how they play well. They check, they get pucks back. I 
don’t know if that will be a defined advantage or not. We’ve just got to get 

a little more urgency and will. I’ve got to coach a little more urgency and 
will out of our guys, attacking, to create a little more offense. That will be 
the challenge on Friday.” 
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‘It’s not going to be cheap’: Sinclair’s streaming rate latest example of 
sports viewing’s rising cost 

 

Daniel Kaplan 

7-9 minutes 04/05/2022 

 

If you want to watch your favorite team or sport on TV or another device, 
you’d better get your wallet. 

Streaming, once held up as the elixir for sports fans that would liberate 
them from the pricey cable bundle, is now yet another cost alongside 
pay-TV, which shows no signs of going away despite its obituary being 
written many times. 

Even as streaming hit some road bumps recently with Netflix stock 
tanking after reporting subscriber losses and CNN shuttering its hyped 
CNN Plus service after a month, Wednesday we had Sinclair unveiling 
on its earnings call a $189.99 annual fee for its soon-to-launch regional 
sports channel streams. And ESPN announced the Week 8 NFL game 
between the Jacksonville Jaguars and Denver Broncos in London will be 
on ESPN Plus (the game is on free TV in local markets per NFL rules). 

“If you’re a sports fan, for a while, like a decade, at least, you’re going to 
need an established bundle of some type, whether it’s distributed the old-
fashioned way, and you’re also probably going to need some streaming 
services,” said Patrick Crakes, a former Fox executive, and media 
consultant. “It’s not going to be cheap. 

“Increasingly, you need a full boat on the pay-TV and a whole bunch of 
smaller boats on the same side.” 

The conventional wisdom for years has been that the pay-TV cable 
bundle is on its way out as total subscribers, once as high as 100 million 
a decade ago, dipped below 77 million last year, according to Leichtman 
Research Group. New generations of fans are growing up without cable 
or cutting the proverbial cord, so teams and sports have moved to 
provide access digitally. 

“There are so many people who aren’t watching linear television 
anymore, and they’re streaming,” NFL commissioner Roger Goodell said 
at a presentation for Amazon Prime on Monday to tout the streamer’s 
“Thursday Night Football” package. “So we wanted to be able to reach 
them and we really believe strongly in partnerships, and we wanted to 
make sure that we’re reaching the broadest audience.” 

One Wall Street analyst, Rich Greenfield of Lightshed Partners, has even 
popularized the hashtag #byebyebundle to underscore the secular 
decline of cable TV. 

The problem is that the so-called dinosaurs — free TV networks, cable 
brands like ESPN and regional sports channels — largely pay the fees 
that drive much of the ecosystem of professional sports today. And these 
entities, with the bright exception of Fox, have also moved aggressively 
to build their own pay streaming channels, from NBC’s Peacock to CBS’ 
Paramount Plus. 

Now one can add in Sinclair, through its Diamond Sports subsidiary, 
which houses its 21 regional sports channels, and has a pending launch 
of an RSN streaming service starting with baseball. 

The much-discussed project will start this fiscal quarter, Sinclair CEO 
Chris Ripley told investors Wednesday, though he didn’t disclose what 
markets. Diamond has streaming agreements with five MLB teams, 
which it also won’t disclose, but sources said they include the Detroit 
Tigers, Tampa Bay Rays, Miami Marlins and the Milwaukee Brewers. 
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Asked on the earnings call about Netflix’s woes and what that might 
mean for the streaming launch, Ripley replied, “We will really be the first 
mover with real premium sports in the direct-to-consumer marketplace. 
So comparing it to an entertainment-based SVOD (subscription video on 
demand) is, you know, is too simplistic. There are significant differences 
between sports and general entertainment. Not to mention that sports 
have generational appeal, built-in fan bases, team partners that have 
massive incentives to get their fans on the service. None of that exists in 
general entertainment. So it’s really a different ballgame. No pun 
intended.” 

Ripley went even further. In January, Diamond released three projections 
of subscriber numbers for its streaming service: either 5.88 million, 8.6 
million and 16 million by 2027. Asked by an analyst which case was 
likely, Ripley replied the latter two. 

Dan Cohen, senior vice president of global media rights consulting at 
Octagon, said those figures will be challenging to achieve. The deals 
Diamond has with the NBA and NHL are for only one year, and there are 
only five baseball teams that have contracted away their streaming 
rights, Cohen explained. 

Another factor, he added, is on average, half of streaming customers 
drop their subscriptions annually, creating tremendous pressure to spend 
to market to new ones. Ripley said in addition to the annual fee, a 
$19.99-per-month rate will be available. 

“Their price point is very high,” Cohen said. “It just feels a little out of 
touch, maybe you want to grow into that price … to come out of the gate 
and price yourself as the most expensive (direct-to-customer) products 
out there, right, doesn’t add up for me.” 

Ripley disagrees and views the violent waves coursing through the digital 
world as good for Diamond’s DTC offering, 

“The recent developments within the streaming landscape, I view them 
as very favorable for what we’re doing, because the market is 
rationalizing,” he said. “It was inevitable that, you know, a momentum 
story (like Netflix) would eventually cycle to the end, they always do and 
the market becomes more rational. … We’re not going to be really that 
loud for the soft launch coming up here. But as we get, as we approach 
the full launch, we are going to be much more aggressive on the 
marketing front.” 

There are entities that have said no, thank you, largely, to their own 
subscription streaming business. Fox is the most prominent case. It has 
an ad-supported streamer called Tubi, but by and large, has doubled 
down on traditional media. 

Though the cable bundle is much derided, it is also still very profitable. 
Conversely, though the sports-streaming services are much-touted and 
admired, they currently lose a lot of money. 

“Fox, certainly (chairman) Mr. (Rupert) Murdoch doesn’t get enough 
credit for saying, ‘I’m going to miss this phase of the digital revolution. I’m 
going to focus on this declining TV bundle that’s really profitable, and see 
what happens,'” Crakes said. 

And WWE last year closed its own service and sold its streaming rights 
to Peacock, a suggestion that the wrestling outfit understood early on 
there would be too many streaming options. WWE declined to comment. 

That type of consolidation — WWE migrating from its own unit to 
Peacock — is what needs to occur to ultimately bring down the cost for 
sports viewers. But for the foreseeable future, fans will have to get used 
to not only having to figure out which of the numerous TV and digital 
options are airing their sport, but also how much they need to pay. 

“It’s a really difficult time to be a fan, you got to spend more money than 
you ever did before,” Cohen said. “Because more sports are on more 
platforms than ever before. It’s definitely not a fun time. 

“And prices of these streaming apps are only going up, they’re not going 
down,” he added, predicting the $7 monthly fee for ESPN Plus is 
economically unsustainable and could more than double. “So until there’s 
greater consolidation, it’s going to be a challenging time for a sports fan. 
You’re going to have to be more selective in what you really want to 
watch.” 

 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.05.2022 

1202249 Websites 

 

NHL playoffs results daily: Penguins win OT marathon, Avs dispose of 
Predators, Caps have surprise lead 

 

Shayna Goldman, Mark Lazerus, Sean Gentille 

12-15 minutes 04/05/2022 

 

Who was the guy? It’s unfair, forcing us into decisions like this on Night 
2. To Igor Shesterkin … we’re sorry. You’re perfect. You’re the special 
Vezina boy, and you did special Vezina things. In 105:58 of hockey, 
Shesterkin faced 83 shots. He stopped 79 of them and finished with 4.5 
goals saved above expected. Historic stuff. Honorable stuff. The sort of 
stuff, in fact, that we’ve come to expect from Shesterkin in his short time 
as a megawatt star. 

What could go wrong, y’know? It’s not like Casey DeSmith was going to 
cramp up and force Domingue, who was only dressed in the first place 
because of Tristan Jarry’s injury, to decide the game with cold legs and a 
belly full of Chinese catering. That, of course, is exactly what happened. 
Domingue came in, kept his food down — impressive on a couple levels, 
really — and held down the fort long enough to stop all 17 shots he 
faced. He’s a folk hero now, and his team has a 1-0 series lead. Not bad. 

What was the key? Other than Domingue not barfing in his crease (or 
worse)? Pittsburgh’s 25-shot, three-goal second period. The Penguins 
looked dead on their feet in the first 20 minutes. Pure, identifiable sweep 
fodder. The fact that the game made it to overtime in the first place is 
remarkable. 

Key stat: Four. That’s how many gigantic hits John Marino took in the first 
period, and they weren’t by accident. He hung around long enough to put 
a shot on net against Shesterkin that Evgeni Malkin redirected for the 
game-winner at 5:58 of the third overtime. 

The moment it was over: When Malkin beat Shesterkin, with assists from 
Kasperi Kapanen, Marino and Rangers center Filip Chytil, who 
inexplicably abandoned Malkin in front. 

We almost had a couple dozen different answers for this one, though. 
Picking one? If Ryan Strome were a left shot instead of a right, that game 
ends in the first overtime. 

The moment of the game: Again, there are too many to choose from. 
Ryan Lindgren’s hit on Rickard Rakell? Malkin setting up Bryan Rust for 
a 5-on-3 goal to tie the game 3-3, a few minutes after contributing to 
Chris Kreider’s shorthanded goal? The biggest, though, was Mike 
Sullivan’s decision to challenge Chytil’s tie-breaking goal with 3:10 left in 
regulation. The goal was disallowed — Kaapo Kakko skated into 
DeSmith after presumably incidental contact from Brian Dumoulin and 
before Chytil pounced on the loose puck. McIndoe signed off on it, so 
you know it was correct. 

That’s the right call. It’s not enough to say the defenseman is blocking 
Kakko’s path away from the goalie or is where he wants to be; Kakko has 
to make an effort to avoid contact in the crease. 

Who was the guy? Alex Ovechkin making a significant impact in the 
postseason? Sure. Of course. Ovechkin making a significant impact in 
the postseason with his defense? OK, you have our attention. Ovechkin, 
who missed the last three games of the regular season with a suspected 
shoulder injury, returned to the lineup for Game 1 and was his usual 
active self, with nine shot attempts, four hits and plenty of menacing 
power-play shifts. But it was his poke check eight minutes into the third 
period — standing up MacKenzie Weegar in the neutral zone and 
knocking the puck clean off his stick to Evgeny Kuznetsov, who raced in 
on a breakaway to tie the game 2-2 — that was the deciding play in this 
one. 

What was the key? The Panthers were the highest-scoring team in a 
quarter-century, the first team to average more than four goals per game 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 5, 2022 

 

(4.11) in the cap era. And they averaged more shots per game (37.3) 
than any team in the last 46 years. But after taking a 2-1 lead on Claude 
Giroux’s goal in the opening minute of the second period, Washington 
clamped down on the Panthers, and Vitek Vanecek stopped everything 
that did make it through, finishing with 30 saves. That sound you hear is 
200 Hockey Men banging away at their keyboards writing think-pieces 
about how offense wins in the regular season, but defense and 
goaltending are all that matter When it counts. (Though, for what it’s 
worth, the much-maligned Sergei Bobrovsky was very good in this one.) 

Key stat: The Panthers led after two periods 40 times during the regular 
season. They never lost in regulation in that situation, going 39-0-1. Their 
record in such situations in the 2022 playoffs: 0-1. 

The moment it was over: T.J. Oshie’s goal off a slick Nicklas Backstrom 
pass at 11:37 of the third gave Washington the lead. But with Florida’s 
firepower, this one wasn’t over until Lars Eller scored a 140-foot empty-
netter with 48 seconds left. Credit to Vanecek for holding down in these 
hairy final minutes. 

The moment of the game: Tom Wilson, a polarizing player and a 
powerful playoff performer, left the game after just three shifts. He scored 
a goal but also took a Radko Gudas stick to the face. But it was a lower-
body injury that took him out of this one, per Peter Laviolette. Wilson 
came out for a quick spin later in the first period, but headed back to the 
room and didn’t return. 

Who was the guy? Nathan MacKinnon gets credit for pushing the 
snowball down the hill with this power-play bazooka a little more than two 
minutes into the game. 

He closed out the scoring and added an assist, as well. The Conn 
Smythe run starts in earnest. 

What was the key? For the Avs? Icing a full roster against Nashville 
backup David Rittich. There weren’t many other potential outcomes here. 
Devon Toews, Andrew Cogliano, Cale Makar, Artturi Lehkonen and 
Gabriel Landeskog scored the Avs’ other goals. Matt Duchene scored 
both of Nashville’s. 

Key stat: 22. That’s how many seconds came between MacKinnon’s first 
goal and Toews making it 2-0, at 2:42 of the first. They were the fastest 
two goals from the start of a playoff game in Avalanche/Nordiques 
franchise history. 

The moment it was over: When Preds starter Juuse Saros was injured 
last week against Calgary. Saros is a fringe Vezina candidate. Rittich 
posted an .886 save percentage in 17 regular-season games and only 
started 12 of them. There was a reason for that. The drop-off between 
the two cannot be overstated. 

Rittich allowed five goals on 13 shots and was pulled for Connor Ingram 
with 5:04 left in the first. Ingram, who’d played in three NHL games, was 
fine, allowing one goal on 25 shots, but the damage was long done. 

Game 1: Flames 1, Stars 0 | Calgary leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? While Jacob Markstrom gets credit for his shutout, 
Noah Hanifin stepped up tonight in all situations, even without his 
mainstay partner for two frames. In all situations, he finished second on 
the team in ice time at 25:21, while being deployed in crucial penalty-
killing moments and on the top power-play unit. Hanifin led the team with 
six shot attempts in all situations and helped keep the ice tilted in 
Calgary’s favor at five-on-five as the Flames generated 65 percent of the 
shot and expected goal share with him deployed, according to Natural 
Stat Trick. That’s even more impressive considering he was the 
defenseman most often matched up against the Stars’ dangerous top 
line.  

What was the key? Going into the series, the Flames had the edge in 
special teams but had to put that on display five times on the penalty kill 
when they couldn’t maintain their discipline. Calgary kept their opponent 
to the outside and allowed little from the slot area, limiting their chances 
to tie the score in any of those power-play opportunities.  

Key stat: In 10 minutes of power-play time, Dallas mustered a measly 10 
shot attempts (two of which were blocked) that equated to an expected 
goal value of just 0.5. 

The moment it was over: As much as the Stars blew chance after chance 
when they couldn’t capitalize on the power play, it was still a 1-0 game at 
the end. That’s not a secure lead, even against a strong defensive team 
and goaltender. The Roope Hintz chance that sailed high with just over 
eight minutes left almost felt like the end. But there was still hope for 
Dallas during their 6-on-5 opportunity late in the game… until there 
wasn’t. Hintz tried to set up Jason Robertson with a lateral pass, and if 
he could have received and shot the puck quickly, he likely would have 
had some space to beat Markstrom. But when the pass didn’t connect, 
the game was over. To add some salt in the wound after that opportunity 
failed, the Flames cleared the puck out of the zone and the Stars 
responded with an icing.  

The moment of the game: Lindholm’s power-play goal. Picking out the 
only goal of the game may seem obvious, but there are two reasons for 
it. First, it highlights just how effective of a shooter Lindholm is, after a 
stellar season on both ends of the ice. Second, this is the goal that stood 
as the game-winner, and that’s pretty noteworthy since the Stars couldn’t 
match that in their five opportunities on the advantage.  
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Down Goes Brown: The 2022 Stanley Cup playoff pressure rankings 

 

Sean McIndoe 

17-21 minutes 04/05/2022 

 

The playoffs are here, and the pressure is intense. That’s true for 
everyone. You’re a rookie in your very first postseason? Pressure. A 
veteran chasing that elusive ring? Pressure. A coach, GM, a referee or 
the guy who has to run out and fix the broken glass? Pressure. A 
sportswriter? Let’s not get crazy, but sure, feeling hungry and kind of 
hungover is its own kind of pressure. 

Pressure is everywhere. But it’s not spread out evenly, and some teams 
are facing more than others. So as the eight first-round series get 
underway and the narratives start to form, let’s take our annual look at 
which teams are under the most pressure, and which ones are carrying a 
more manageable load. 

As in previous years, we’ll use the following categories to make this 
seem scientific. 

Expectations factor: You can’t be under all that much pressure to win if 
nobody thinks you actually can. 

Drought factor: It’s just not the same if you have a recent banner or two 
already hanging in your rink. But if the guy who captained your last Cup 
winner has already gone grey, that’s bad. Somehow, the Washington 
Capitals fit into both categories. We’re working on that. 

Ticking clock factor: Is the window slamming shut, either due to age, 
pending free agents or a cap crunch, or is the future looking bright? 

Special circumstances: The part where I put my thumb on the scale to 
make sure the numbers add up to the ranking I’d already decided on. 

Spoiler alert — You’re not going to be all that surprised by the top of the 
list, but I’ll do my best to keep you entertained along the way. See? 
Pressure! 

16. Los Angeles Kings 

Expectations factor: 2/10. The whims of the weird playoff format and 
Mike Smith’s weird puckhandling instincts have served up a winnable 
matchup in Round 1, but nobody thinks the Kings are winning the Cup 
this year. 

Drought factor: 3/10. It’s been eight years since their last Cup, but that’s 
hardly a drought. 
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Ticking clock factor: 4/10. This one’s a bit tough. On the one hand, 
they’re a young team just coming out of a rebuild, and there look to be 
plenty of bright days ahead. On the other, this may be one of the last 
shots for the veteran core from the previous Cups, with Dustin Brown 
already announcing his retirement and Jonathan Quick somehow having 
just one year left on that forever-contract he signed in the heyday. 

Special circumstances: +1. Beating the Oilers would lead to another 
round of Connor McDavid trade rumors, and you know those 
“generational superstar gets traded out of Edmonton” stories usually turn 
out for the Kings. 

Pressure score: 10/30. You want to see Brown go out on a high note, but 
really, the rebuilding Kings are already playing with house money. 

15. Nashville Predators 

Expectations factor: 0/10. Without Jusse Saros at full health, just about 
nobody on the planet thinks they can beat the Avalanche. 

Drought factor: 5/10. They’ve never won the Cup, and David Poile is 
about to head into decade five of his quest for a ring as GM. 

Ticking clock factor: 5/10. Filip Forsberg is about to hit free agency, and 
Roman Josi and Matt Duchene both just had career years at 31. It’s also 
hard to see the Predators being significantly better than this in the next 
few years, which means the path back to the playoffs is shaky if Vegas 
and/or Winnipeg get back on track. 

Special circumstances: +1. The Predators upsetting the Avalanche might 
cause an overreaction bordering on an existential crisis in Colorado, and 
more importantly would also be very funny. 

Pressure score: 11/30. If they’d held on in Arizona and were playing the 
Flames, I’d have them a notch or two higher. But since everyone is 
already writing them off, there’s nowhere to go but up. 

14. Washington Capitals 

Expectations factor: 3/10. At some point, a consensus seemed to form 
that the Capitals were the weakest of the eight Eastern playoff teams, 
and that was before Alexander Ovechkin got banged up in the final week. 
All that said, they’re still a 100-point team. 

Drought factor: 2/10. It’s been four years, which is probably long enough 
for everyone to sober up but that’s about it. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. Ovechkin is a once-in-a-lifetime franchise 
player, and while he should be around for a few more years, the window 
to win a second Cup is starting to close. With the rest of the core also 
over 30, maybe it already is. 

Special circumstances: +1. The fact that they spent all year long talking 
about the goaltending and then didn’t upgrade it at the deadline means 
that Brian MacLellan will be hearing some tough questions if they get lit 
up. Hey, they’re not playing an especially good offensive team, are they? 

Pressure score: 14/30. Oh, also every neutral fan on the planet will be 
cheering for the Panthers. 

13. New York Rangers 

Expectations factor: 4/10. They’ve got a winnable first-round matchup 
and maybe the scariest goalie in the league, but I don’t see many picking 
them to go all that deep. 

Drought factor: 9/10. That 1994 Cup win is getting pretty musty; at the 
time, it snapped what felt like an impossibly long 54-year drought, and 
they’re already more than halfway to getting back to that number. One 
lonely Cup in 82 years is kind of amazing. 

Ticking clock factor: 2/10. Other than Chris Kreider, all the key guys are 
young enough that they’re either holding steady or getting better. Still, 
Igor Shesterkin may have just had a career year, and you don’t want to 
let that go to waste. 

Special circumstances: 0. They just missed out on a matchup with the 
Capitals, which would have ratcheted up the pressure based on how last 
year and the offseason played out. They certainly don’t like the Penguins, 
but it won’t be quite as embarrassing to lose to them. 

Pressure score: 15/30. It’s New York, so the pressure will crank up in the 
years to come. Just not quite yet. 

12. Dallas Stars 

Expectations factor: 1/10. Nobody thinks they’re beating the Flames, let 
alone going deep. 

Drought factor: 5/10. They’ve got one Cup in franchise history, and it 
came in the previous century. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. This is an old core, John Klingberg is on the 
way out, and the cap situation won’t give them much chance to reload. 

Special circumstances: +1. For Rick Bowness, still chasing his first Cup 
ring at the age of 67. This might be his last shot. 

Pressure score: 15/30. Jim Nill is now one of the five longest-tenured 
GMs in the league, so you wonder if the clock might be ticking on him 
too. 

11. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Expectations factor: 8/10. They’re the two-time defending champs, but 
they weren’t completely dominant for most of this year, so they’re not 
quite viewed as heavy favorites. 

Drought factor: 0/10. Come on. 

Ticking clock factor: 4/10. The salary cap will always put the screws to 
great teams, but the Lightning should be able to run back a very similar 
team for at least one more year, and the key players are all signed long-
term (although a few are starting to get up there in age). 

Special circumstances: +3. They have a shot at winning three straight 
Cups, something that hasn’t happened since the Islanders dynasty of the 
early 80s. Gretzky’s Oilers couldn’t do it. Mario’s Penguins or Yzerman’s 
Red Wings couldn’t either. This is a once-in-a-generation shot. 

Pressure score: 15/30. Also, they’re playing the Maple Leafs, so 
everyone who loves chaos and misery will be banking on them. 

10. St. Louis Blues 

Expectations factor: 5/10. They were mild underdogs against the Wild 
(although that’s flipped after their Game 1 win), and they’d presumably 
get Colorado next, so the path to the Cup is a tough one. 

Drought factor: 3/10. They’ve had only one championship in 55 years, but 
it came just three years ago. 

Ticking clock factor: 6/10. It’s an older roster, but most of the key pieces 
are locked up for another year. The 2023 offseason will be interesting, 
though. 

Special circumstances: +2. Just because Blues fans are super-crabby 
these days and I don’t feel like getting yelled at for having them outside 
the top 10. 

Pressure score: 16/30. The goaltending situation is going to be 
fascinating, and there’s definitely some added pressure on Craig Berube 
to play this right — especially with his Cup-winning veteran with the big-
ticket contract starting off on the bench watching a pending UFA who’d 
never tasted a playoff game. 

9. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Expectations factor: 4/10. They’ve been up and down all year, but 
expectations don’t seem high heading into the playoffs. 

Drought factor: 2/10. It’s been five whole years since their last 
championship, better get them another generational franchise player 
before they start getting antsy. 

Ticking clock factor: 10/10. Sidney Crosby is 34, and Evgeni Malkin and 
Kris Letang are both UFAs after this year. You don’t want to get overly 
dramatic, but this really does feel like it could be the last swing for this 
core (Or at least, that management is intentionally keeping that door 
open.) 
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Special circumstances: 0. Tristan Jarry’s broken foot makes the path a lot 
tougher, but also gives them a “but our goalie got hurt” excuse to fall 
back on if things go bad, so it balances out. 

Pressure score: 16/30. Are headlines that use the phrase “smell of 
potential decay” a bad thing? I feel like that’s bad. 

8. Carolina Hurricanes 

Expectations factor: 8/10. They’ve been an analytics darling for years, 
and the rest of the crowd has caught up over the last season or two. The 
Freddie Andersen uncertainty nudged them down a point. 

Drought factor: 5/10. They’ve got a cap-era Cup from 2006, but it was 
long enough ago that some of today’s fans probably weren’t around to 
see it. 

Ticking clock factor: 3/10. All the key pieces are signed and most are 
young enough that they should be good for at least a few more years. 

Special circumstances: +2. For their quiet trade deadline, which will 
certainly put some heat on the front office if they lose a close series. 

Pressure score: 18/30. Antti Raanta looked good on Monday, so maybe 
the first round won’t be as daunting as it looked even if Andersen is out. 

7. Boston Bruins 

Expectations factor: 5/10. Are they underrated? You could make the 
case, after everyone spent all year acting like the Atlantic was all about 
the Panthers, Lightning and Leafs. Then again, the Bruins ended up 
getting shuffled over to the Metro, so maybe we were right all along. 

Drought factor: 5/10. It’s been over a decade since their last Cup, and 
they have only one in the last five decades, but 2011 isn’t that long ago. 

Ticking clock factor: 9/10. Tukka Rask is gone, so is David Krejci. Zdeno 
Chara already left, and this could be Patrice Bergeron’s last run with the 
Bruins. 

Special circumstances: +1. The NHL’s weird crossover format means 
we’ll eventually see a team win a division that they’re not in. It hasn’t 
happened yet, but the Bruins feel like the best chance we’ve ever had. 
Make this happen for me, guys. 

Pressure score: 20/30. Also, Bergeron is signing with the Habs this 
summer, so there’s that. 

6. Edmonton Oilers 

Expectations factor: 6/10. They’ve been much better under Jay 
Woodcroft and had the playoff format drop a fantastic matchup into their 
lap. Nobody seems to see them as legit Cup contenders, but winning at 
least a round or two should be in play. 

Drought factor: 8/10. They haven’t won a Cup since 1990, and a lot of the 
years in between have been exceedingly dark. 

Ticking clock factor: 5/10. Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are locked 
in long-term, as are most of the other key pieces. Mike Smith is old and 
Evander Kane is probably one-and-done. But really, this isn’t a concern 
unless another year with no playoff success would lead to McDavid 
wanting out. 

Special circumstances: +2. Because you’re not sure whether that last 
sentence was meant as a joke or not. 

Pressure score: 21/30. Let’s just say Game 1 was not a great start. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Expectations factor: 8/10. They’ve exceeded all expectations, and maybe 
you were waiting for them to fall off as the season went on. It never 
happened, and they look like one of the most complete teams in the 
league. 

Drought factor: 8/10. Their only Cup came back in 1989. 

Ticking clock factor: 6/10. Johnny Gaudreau is about to hit UFA, and 
while he’s expected to stay, you wonder how they’ll fit him and Matthew 
Tkachuk under the cap without carving out a chunk of the supporting 
crew. 

Special circumstances: +1. For that potential Battle of Alberta in Round 2 
that absolutely has to happen. 

Pressure score: 23/30. This is honestly higher than I thought the Flames 
would wind up, given how low expectations were coming into the season. 
But sometimes it just all comes together in one perfect year, and when 
that happens, you don’t want to waste it. 

4. Florida Panthers 

Expectations factor: 9/10. The East is tough, but they’re the favorites. 

Drought factor: 9/10. They’ve never won a Cup. But the bigger story is 
that they haven’t even won a round since 1996, the longest stretch in the 
league by far. If they can’t win a round or two here, in this season with 
this roster, when is it ever going to happen? 

Ticking clock factor: 3/10. Claude Giroux and Ben Chiarot are rentals, but 
otherwise, the core should be in place for at least a few more years. 

Special circumstances: +3. You figure this has to be Joe Thornton’s very 
last chance. 

Pressure score: 24/30. They’re the best team in franchise history, the 
easiest bandwagon pick in years, and the one team that can save us all 
from boring hockey by finally proving that you can win a Cup without 
grinding out 2-1 yawners for two months. Other than that, no big deal. 

3. Minnesota Wild 

Expectations factor: 6/10. They seemed to have earned favorite status 
over the Blues before getting stomped in Game 1, but the Avs will 
presumably be waiting in Round 2. 

Drought factor: 9/10. It’s not that the Wild have never won a Cup in their 
21 seasons, they’ve barely ever been interesting. And don’t forget the 
North Stars, whose 26 seasons mean we’re closing in on nearly a half-
century of Minnesota waiting for a Stanley Cup. 

Ticking clock factor: 8/10. The roster isn’t especially old, but salary-cap 
hell is on the way next year thanks to last year’s buyouts. Oh, and there’s 
no guarantee that this won’t be a one-and-done for Marc-Andre Fleury. 

Special circumstances: +1. For the Fleury trade, the sort of move a team 
makes when they think that this is their year to make a big push. 

Pressure score: 24/30. Just purely anecdotally, I’m seeing a ton of fans 
posting brackets that have the Wild beating the Avs, and if that’s even a 
somewhat common view then we can’t even play the low-expectations 
card here. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Expectations factor: 10/10. They’re the Stanley Cup favorites, and 
overwhelmingly so according to some. 

Drought factor: 7/10. The franchise’s two Cups (1996 and 2001) are 
starting to fade into the memory hole. And believe it or not, they haven’t 
been out of the second round in 20 years. 

Ticking clock factor: 6/10. Most of the core is young and locked up long-
term, although Nazem Kadri’s deal is up this summer, as is Darcy 
Kuemper’s. More importantly, there’s only one more year left on Nathan 
MacKinnon’s bargain-basement contract, so they’ve got this year and 
next to take advantage of all that extra space. 

Special circumstances: +2. Joe Sakic has earned a reputation as one of 
the very best GMs in the league, but at some point, he has to get his 
team over the hump. If he can’t do it while MacKinnon is playing for 50 
percent off, then when? 

Pressure score: 25/30. If they don’t win the Cup, it’s a disappointment. 
But if they don’t at least get out of the second round, it’s a disaster, and 
will have Sakic answering tough questions about whether this is really 
the right mix. 

1. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Expectations factor: 7/10. This is probably the best team in franchise 
history, setting records for wins and points and potentially producing the 
team’s first MVP since 1955. The Atlantic is tough, though, and it feels 
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like a lot of fans and media have taken a “fool me four times, shame on 
you” approach to expecting success from this bunch. 

Drought factor: 10/10. They haven’t won a Cup since 1967 or a playoff 
round since 2004, although that doesn’t come up much so you may not 
have heard about it. 

Ticking clock factor: 7/10. The core is locked up, although they’ll probably 
lose Mark Giordano and Ilya Mikheyev in the offseason, and Jack 
Campbell still needs a new deal. Oh, and Auston Matthews and William 
Nylander are both eligible for extensions next summer. 

The bigger question is what happens if they lose in the first round yet 
again, which would put everyone from Sheldon Keefe to Kyle Dubas to 
Brendan Shanahan to most of the roster back on the hot seat. Last year’s 
disaster against Montreal landed hard with the fan base, but despite 
some of us thinking they’d have no choice but to pull the pin, 
management stayed the course. It seems like it was the right call, but 
could they do it again? Would they even get the chance? (If you want to 
see a Maple Leafs fan panic, ask them how sure they are that ownership 
will keep being so hands-off if there’s another year with just a few games 
of playoff revenue.) 

Special circumstances: +2. They absolutely dominated the Lightning in 
Monday’s opener, which just ratchets the pressure up even more 
because we saw how good this team can be when they’re at their best. 
The problem is, they can’t seem to ever stay there for more than a game 
or two. 

Pressure score: 27/30. They don’t have to win a Cup, but they have to 
win at least a round or two, and they’ve got arguably the toughest 
possible path to do that. It may not be fun, but it’s going to be fascinating, 
whether you’re rooting for or against them. And if we know one thing 
about this team, it’s that whichever way this goes, it will all play out in the 
most exhausting way possible. 
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ESPN / Takeaways from Stanley Cup playoffs Game 1s, and what it 
means for the rest of the first round 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

The 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs are off to a wild start, including a triple-
overtime thriller, two fights in one game, multiple upsets ... and also 
multiple blowouts. 

After seeing the postseason version of all 16 playoff teams once, what 
are the key takeaways? And how does it all help us predict what will 
happen in Game 2 and beyond? 

Here is what we identified as the eight most important themes to follow 
after the games of Monday and Tuesday: 

Florida on upset alert? 

It was only three years ago that the NHL's top-seeded Tampa Bay 
Lightning were swept out of the first round by Columbus. These things do 
happen. Is that Florida's fate? 

The Panthers' Game 1 performance against Washington was 
underwhelming, especially considering Florida led the Capitals 2-1 going 
into the third. In the regular season, the Panthers dominated as the 
league's top-scoring team and posted only 15 games with two goals or 
fewer. Offense is their superpower. Now the Panthers have dropped yet 
another Game 1 to continue a franchise trend that dates to 1997. Is that 
a bad omen of what's to come? Or was Game 1 just a blip on the radar 
that's easily rectified with a return to regular-season form in Game 2? 
The Panthers don't have an illustrious playoff history to lean on, but 
they'll be anxious to prove come Thursday that the past few months were 
no fluke. -- Shilton 

Crosby, Malkin want their last ride 

Pittsburgh Penguins captain Sidney Crosby has spoken openly about the 
possibility that this is the last Stanley Cup run for the core of his team, 
one that won two consecutive Cups in 2016 and 2017. Evgeni Malkin, 
Kris Letang and Bryan Rust are among the team's unrestricted free 
agents this summer, the first offseason under the Penguins' new 
ownership. 

The 34-year-old star played like he didn't want the ride to end in Game 1 
against the Rangers, dishing two incredible passes to set up Jake 
Guentzel goals that erased a 2-0 Rangers lead. So did Malkin. He 
earned the primary assist on a pinpoint power-play goal that started with 
Letang and ended with Rust. At 5:58 of triple overtime, he ended the 
game by tipping the 83rd shot the Penguins took on Igor Shesterkin for 
the game winner and the 1-0 series lead. "I'm not thinking right now 
about my contract. It's time to have fun and play games," Malkin said. -- 
Wyshynski 

The Toronto Maple Leafs came to win 

Toronto's reward for a franchise-record 115-point regular season was a 
first-round Stanley Cup playoffs matchup against the two-time reigning 
Stanley Cup champion Lightning. Tough break for the Leafs? Not in 
Game 1. Toronto dominated Tampa Bay early from the start of its 5-0 
victory. The Leafs' five-minute penalty kill in the first period was a clinic of 
efficiency, and their offensive game only took off from there. 

Auston Matthews scored twice. Mitch Marner busted an 18-playoff game 
goalless drought. Goaltender Jack Campbell was terrific, posting a 23-
save shutout. The Lightning, meanwhile, looked out of sync, out of sorts 
and downright defeated by the time both sides were exchanging blows 
midway through the third. There's plenty of runway left in this series, but 
Toronto sent a message that it won't be intimidated by Tampa Bay's 
recent pedigree. And Toronto could only be feeling stronger for Game 2 
Wednesday as Michael Bunting eyes a return to the top line with 
Matthews and Marner. -- Shilton 

The Shesterkin Show 

Igor Shesterkin's Game 1 performance can't be added to his Vezina 
Trophy candidate case -- those ballots were submitted by general 
managers at the end of the regular season, and the Rangers goalie's 
name is expected to be atop most of them. But what Shesterkin did for 
the Rangers in their triple-overtime loss to the Penguins was nothing 
short of remarkable: 79 saves, the second-most in a Stanley Cup playoffs 
game. He was closing in on Columbus goalie Joonas Korpisalo's 2020 
record of 85 saves when Evgeni Malkin scored in the third extra session 
on the Penguins' 83rd shot of the game. 

Shesterkin was brilliant, especially against a Pittsburgh team that really 
found its stride at 5-on-5 after the first period. New York owes him a win 
for that effort. One path to victory in Game 2: Hope to draw more than 
one penalty, as the Rangers' elite power play converted their lone chance 
against Pittsburgh. -- Wyshynski 

Unlikely heroes already emerging 

An Antti Raanta show-stopper in his first-ever NHL postseason game? 
Vitek Vanecek holding the high-flying Florida Panthers at bay for the 
Washington Capitals? How about David Perron scoring his first-ever 
career playoff hat trick against Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre Fleury? 
Ville Husso buttoning up a 37-save shutout in his NHL playoff debut to 
boot? 

In two lopsided Monday night Game 1 wins, the key performances didn't 
belong to superstars. Heck, Raanta wouldn't have been backstopping the 
Hurricanes versus the Bruins if not for an injury to Frederik Andersen. But 
there he was, helping the Canes earn a 5-1 victory. Meanwhile, Perron 
had skated in 92 previous playoff tilts and had never hung up three on a 
netminder, let alone carry his team to a 4-0 win. And on down the list. 
Postseason hockey is all about unexpected contributors making an 
impact. That's a trend we can bet on continuing. -- Shilton 

Blues, Flames get defensive 

While the goals were pouring in for some teams, the St. Louis Blues and 
Calgary Flames put defensive stamps on their respective series in Game 
1. 
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In shutting out the Minnesota Wild, the Blues shut down the third-highest-
scoring home team in the NHL this season (4.10 goals per game). Any 
concerns about Ville Husso wilting in the postseason spotlight were 
alleviated. But more than the goalie's performance was the performance 
in front of him. St. Louis killed six Wild power plays. The Blues found 
ways to limit the creativity of the Kirill Kaprizov and his line with Mats 
Zuccarello and Ryan Hartman all night at 5-on-5. In fact, that line didn't 
generate a single high-danger shot attempt in Game 1. Minnesota will 
have to make some adjustments to get better even-strength chances and 
something -- anything -- from their power play. 

The Flames, meanwhile, pitched a 1-0 shutout against Dallas in Game 1. 
Like the Blues, they held the Stars' dynamic top line -- Jason Robertson, 
Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz -- without a high-danger shot attempt, and a 
minus-4 shots-on-goal deficit at 5-on-5. It was a total team effort in 
controlling that line, as coach Darryl Sutter was confident in throwing any 
of his lines against them. The Stars were held to 16 shots and Jacob 
Markstrom -- who had nine shutouts in the regular season -- stopped 
them all. A strong start for one of the favorites in the West and a game 
only Darryl Sutter could love -- and he did. -- Wyshynski 

Nashville needs a new strategy 

The Predators knew going into Game 1 that Juuse Saros wouldn't be 
available until, at best, Game 3 back in Nashville. That was a less-than-
ideal scenario for the wild-card Preds facing top-tier Colorado. The 
results Tuesday were shockingly abysmal, though. David Rittich got the 
start and allowed five goals on 13 shots before Connor Ingram came in to 
replace him -- while there were still nearly five minutes remaining in the 
first period. Nashville went on to lose 7-2. 

There's no guarantee on when Saros will be able to get back, and if 
Game 1 was any indication, Nashville will need to adjust its game plan 
moving forward. The Predators had a pair of 40-plus goal scorers in the 
regular season -- Matt Duchene, who scored both of Nashville's Game 1 
goals, and Filip Forsberg -- but they're not going to match the Avalanche 
in output. Instead of just watching the Avalanche dominate offensively 
(which the Predators did a lot of in Game 1), Nashville must up the 
physical intensity of this series to throw Colorado off its game. The 
Avalanche were cutting through Nashville's defense with ease in Game 
1, and if that continues, the Predators will be done within a week. -- 
Shilton 

Oilers goaltending an issue again 

When the Edmonton Oilers decided to run it back with Mike Smith and 
Mikko Koskinen as their goalies last offseason, there was widespread 
criticism. After all, there were more than a few goalies available via trade 
and free agency last summer. Why not upgrade the spot instead of re-
signing Smith to a two-year deal that would take him past his 40th 
birthday? But then Smith quieted a lot of critics with a nine-game winning 
streak entering the postseason, where he gave up more than two goals 
only twice. 

He turned into a pumpkin in Game 1 against the Los Angeles Kings. After 
giving up some specious goals, he committed an unconscionable 
turnover, passing the puck into the slot to Kings forward Alex Iafallo. 
Smith made a great save on Iafallo's shot, but eventually Phillip Danault 
scored the game winner on that sequence. 

Will Smith return for Game 2? Coach Jay Woodcroft was noncommittal 
about his starter. "One puck-handling error. He made a big save off of 
that error. I think as a team we can do things to help him in that 
situation," Woodcroft said. "It's a real skill of his. That one play you're 
referencing is one that he'd like to get back." – Wyshynski 
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Sportsnet.ca / Finally, the Oilers deliver the dominant playoff game we’ve 
been waiting for 

 

Mark Spector @sportsnetspec  

May 5, 2022, 2:30 AM 

 

EDMONTON — There comes a time when you actually have to do it.  

They can talk you up, about how you’re going to win playoff games, or 
waltz through a first-round series. And you can believe in your heart that 
they’re right, that you truly are better than the team that got swept out of 
the playoffs a year ago.   

Believe that you’ve grown, and learned, and now it’s going to be your 
turn to win some games, maybe a series. To have a little of that success 
everyone has said was coming for so long now.  

But until you actually deliver that dominant playoff game that we’re 
talking about here, well, you haven’t done it yet, have you?  

The Edmonton Oilers delivered, finally, on a welcome Wednesday night 
at Rogers Place, obliterating the Los Angeles Kings 6-0 to even their 
Round 1 playoff series at a game apiece. After seven consecutive playoff 
losses, the Oilers fly down to L.A. minus home-ice advantage, but in full 
possession of their confidence and swagger.  

“We stayed calm, believed in our structure and the way we can play,” 
said Darnell Nurse. 

That’s what good teams do when adversity strikes. For one night at least, 
the Oilers looked like a damned good team.  

“With that said,” added Nurse, “it’s one game; there’s still a lot of hockey 
to be played in this series. But it’s a game we can build off of.”  

After a comedic ending to Game 1 on a gaffe by goalie Mike Smith that 
authored the winning goal in a game the Kings likely deserved to win, this 
was a virtuoso performance by 18 skaters and a goalie who was entirely 
unrattled by what had transpired two nights before.  

Smith stopped 30 pucks for the shutout, in a game that was tied 0-0 after 
20 minutes before the Oilers scored three in each of the next two 
periods.  

“(Smith) was really sharp for us early on, especially on those (first period) 
penalty kills. Personally, I really didn’t expect anything less from him,” 
said Evander Kane, who scored twice and added an assist. “He’s just so 
mentally tough. He played a great game (in Game 1), a mistake was 
made, it happens all the time. He had a great performance tonight.”   

A Kings team minus injured leader Drew Doughty, and with eight players 
playing their first-ever playoff series, got an eyeful on Wednesday. They 
gave up three even-strength goals, two on the power play, and one 
shorthanded.  

“Sometimes you tip your hat to the opposition. They played a really good 
game,” began Kings head coach Todd McLellan. “That’s called 
experience tonight. A lot of guys had their eyes opened up in terms of 
what playoffs is all about, and others were reminded to what playoffs are 
all about.”  

This game was everything playoff hockey is supposed to be: A sold-out, 
full-throated building that may have driven Advil stock up a few points, it 
was so loud. Heavy, physical hockey, with a price to be paid for every 
touch on a night when the Oilers followed an unlikely source en route to 
running the Kings right out of Rogers Place.  

It wasn’t complicated. The game Edmonton played would have won a 
game in 1982, 2002 or 2022.  

Said head coach Jay Woodcroft, “I think when we’re simple, 
straightforward, direct — when we play with speed and simplicity and we 
have a pace and purpose about us — we’re a tough team to handle.  

“It was a strong game, 20 players deep, in our lineup tonight.”  

At this point, we should talk about Connor McDavid, who somehow found 
a way to do something we’ve not seen before — and it had nothing to do 
with goals or assists.  

Like Sidney Crosby before him, McDavid has focused down on his 
defensive game and faceoff work, and sometime during this season he 
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made the step that all great centremen must make. His defensive game 
in Game 2 was impeccable, but that doesn’t surprise us so much 
anymore. He has attained that level in his game, which was inevitable.  

In Game 2 however, McDavid brought a physicality never before seen. 
He literally punished Kings players with hit after hit, somehow finding a 
way to add another layer to what undoubtedly is the best game in the 
National Hockey League today.  

And the result? The rest of his team did the same thing.  

Playoff Zack Kassian emerged from the cocoon that regular season 
Kassian had wrapped himself up in, while Josh Archibald — who 
received the medical exemption that will allow him to play the rest of the 
playoffs for Edmonton — led their team in hits.  

“I look at the stats sheet,” Woodcroft said, “and Zack Kassian finished 
with six finished checks. He was a menace out there. Josh Archibald 
finished with five finished checks. And when you see your leaders getting 
physical, guys like Leon and Connor and Nuge, it’s contagious. It pays off 
over the long haul.”  

The pairing of Duncan Keith and Evan Bouchard played more than any 
other duo and was excellent. Jesse Puljujarvi scored and appeared to 
have some confidence. Draisaitl scored a key powerplay goal that stood 
as the game-winner.  

This is what the Oilers are supposed to look like. What we all said they 
were going to look like.  

But they had to do it, and on Wednesday night they did.  

Finally. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Lightning dismantle undisciplined Maple Leafs: ‘You have 
to make it personal’ 

 

Luke Fox @lukefoxjukebox  

May 4, 2022, 10:37 PM 

 

TORONTO – The counterpunch. 

It had been winding up since Monday’s 5-0 shellacking, and you could 
sense it revving with every measured soundbite, malicious bodycheck, 
and opportunistic special-teams sequence executed by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. 

On 14 occasions during their two-year reign atop the hardest league in 
hockey, they have lost a playoff game. And on 14 occasions, buoyed by 
the sport’s most clutch goaltender, they bounced back stronger and 
fiercer and earned a win. 

Why wouldn’t the 15th be more of the same? 

Sure, the champs took one on the chin in Game 1. But by waking up and 
executing a determined and disciplined 5-3 victory on rowdy Toronto ice 
Wednesday, they evened the series 1-1 and snatched home ice from the 
Maple Leafs. 

“Good group at turning the page,” Lightning Jon Cooper said. “They dig 
their heels in when they’re pushed up against the wall. We have a pretty 
good history of taking Game 2.” 

The Leafs tilted the ice something drastic in the opening frame, 
appearing to ride Monday’s momentum all the way through the off-day. 
What they failed to do, however, was solve a dialled-in Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. 

So, when all-world defenceman Victor Hedman beat Jack Campbell 
alone net-front on a power play with three seconds remaining in the 
period, the air got sucked from the balloon. 

“We take it personal,” Hedman said of Tampa’s one-and-done losing 
skids. “We’ve got a lot of trust in our team.” 

“You have to make it personal,” Cooper agreed. “Create an anger inside 
and a want — whether your want is to win or your want is not to lose, 
either one. And that was the mindset we had going in tonight.” 

In Period 2, Hedman sprung pesky Corey Perry for a breakaway with a 
beautiful cross-ice stretch pass. And the Ontario-born veteran made no 
mistake, darting the puck through Campbell’s legs: 

The crowd roared back to life when Auston Matthews nailed Ryan 
McDonagh on a forecheck and made a sprawling poke pass to Mitch 
Marner. Marner then teed up Michael Bunting, whose first NHL playoff 
goal brought the city to its feet. 

The notion that Matthews and Marner cannot be difference-makers is 
getting tossed out early this series. 

“Hopefully these first two games kind of put that to bed,” Wayne 
Simmonds said. “I think it’s up to the rest of us to be able to match their 
intensity.” 

Yet the Leafs’ inability to rein in the minor penalties — and Tampa’s 
much-improved execution on the man-advantage — caused havoc for 
the home team. 

Silenced in Game 1, Nikita Kucherov lasered a power-play goal with 
Simmonds in the box for roughing. 

Trade-deadline additions Nick Paul and Brandon Hagel linked up for 
some third-period insurance. 

And Brayden Point tacked on a third power-play goal, tossing all those 
fantastic Leafs penalty-kill narratives in the shredder. 

Marner and Alexander Kerfoot scored late, but the damage had long 
been done. 

“The mentality was obviously not to give up, keep going,” Simmonds 
said. “We wanted to build momentum for next game. I thought we did 
that.” 

Tampa was smarter and more disciplined. 

Seven power-plays stapled Toronto’s stars to the pine and allowed the 
Lightning’s to shine bright, from the net out. 

“We have all the skill in the world,” Hedman said. “We’ve got the best 
goaltender in the world.” 

Indeed, the Maple Leafs were rudely introduced to the real Vasilevskiy 
and the true form of the Lightning’s electrifying power play in Game 2. 

Another chippy, whistle-heavy, lopsided affair in which special teams 
played a massive role. 

Through 120 minutes of hockey, the sides have combined for 135 
minutes of penalties, 22 power plays, and six goals off special teams. 

“It’s really obvious what the difference is in the game here today,” Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe said. “Their power play was better.” 

Simmonds wasn’t the only one to blame for the Leafs’ lack of discipline, 
but his overexuberance could cost him a lineup spot in Game 3. 

“We took too many penalties. I think I was a culprit. Took two, they 
scored two, we lost by two,” Simmonds fessed up. “You gotta be smart.” 

Toronto’s counter must be executed wisely. Reckless doesn’t wear well 
on this group. 

“It’s about keeping yourself together, because there’s ebbs and flows,” 
Cooper explained. “The series, it never goes your way the whole time. 
When adversity hits, how are you going to handle it? 

“Just because you’ve gone through it, it doesn’t mean, ‘Hey, we’ve done 
this before.’ It’s still hard work. And that’s what our group has been good 
at. They understand the work they have to put in.” 
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Now it’s the Maple Leafs’ turn to take it personal, to revisit the drawing 
board and sharpen their pencils. 

Game 3 goes Friday in Tampa. 

“We’ll go out on the road,” Keefe said, “and get a win.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Hedman registered a mellow four-point night. That’s his seventh playoff 
game with three points minimum. He is a defenceman. 

“He leads by example,” Perry said. “When we’ve needed somebody to 
step up, it’s been our big boys.” 

• Andrei Vasilevskiy, ladies and gentlemen, who improves to 15-0 after a 
playoff loss: 

• Betcha the league minimum Jason Spezza plays Game 3. 

• Great stuff from Nazem Kadri in his Players’ Tribune piece on not 
wanting to get traded away and still thinking about his illegal hit on Jake 
DeBrusk — his final act as a Maple Leaf: 

Getting the call from Kyle Dubas, it was tough. Spent my whole hockey 
life in Ontario, really, and to have it end like that… I was sad, I won’t lie. I 
was a player on the team, yeah, but I was a fan, too. Always will be. 

• Steve Thomas — the former Leaf who also served as an assistant 
coach in Tampa under Cooper — showed where his allegiances lie. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: Hurricanes-Bruins gets 
chippy, Wild back on track 

 

Mike Johnston @MikeyJ_MMA  

May 5, 2022, 1:54 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes took a page out of Pittsburgh’s Game 1 
playbook by earning a clutch win whilst needing to turn to a third-string 
goaltender midway through a dramatic, fan-friendly playoff contest. 

The Boston Bruins were enjoying a strong start to Wednesday’s Game 2, 
generating several decent scoring chances on an early power play 
opportunity, but the momentum shifted to Carolina’s favour after David 
Pastrnak trucked Hurricanes starter Antti Raanta. 

Pastrnak held his hands out while crashing the Hurricanes net and 
contacted Raanta’s head. Raanta, who made 35 saves and was named 
No. 1 star of Game 1, headed to the locker room just 7:47 into the 
opening frame and the team announced he wouldn’t return. 

Raanta forced to leave Game 2 after collision with Pastrnak 

The Bruins forward was initially assessed an elbowing major that was 
changed to a roughing minor following review. 

“I don’t get how it’s a two-minute minor when our goalie’s out,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said on the broadcast. “Doesn’t 
seem right but whatever.” 

The game took on a more physical tone after the collision. Harder hits, 
more frequent hits, and constant post-whistle scrums that got more 
intense and lasted right until the final buzzer sounded. 

Charlie McAvoy laid out a pair of Canes with clean open-ice hits and 
Andrei Svechnikov ended Hampus Lindholm’s night with a devastating hit 
behind the Bruins net. 

“You never want to see guys get hurt,” Brind’Amour added after the 
game. “I don’t like seeing our goalie get taken out either. But one was 
legal, one was not, if you really want to break it down.” 

Bruins' Lindholm leveled by Svechnikov, leaves to locker room 

With Raanta out and Carolina’s No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen still 
recovering from an injury, it meant rookie Pyotr Kochetkov was forced 
into his first Stanley Cup Playoffs action. 

The 22-year-old passed his initial post-season test with flying colours 
similarly to how Louis Domingue made headlines for the Penguins the 
night prior – albeit under slightly different circumstances, one being in the 
middle of double OT and all. 

Kochetkov made four saves in the opening period in relief and ended up 
stopping an additional 26 pucks over the final two periods as the 
Hurricanes secured a 5-2 win and 2-0 series lead. 

After splitting the 2021-22 campaign between KHL’s Nizhny Novgorod 
Torpedo and the Chicago Wolves in the AHL the 2019 second-round pick 
was called up to Carolina in late April with Andersen out. 

Kochetkov has yet to lose at the NHL level after going 3-0-0 in the 
regular season. 

He ended up outperforming his counterpart at the other end of the ice as 
Linus Ullmark allowed four goals in a game first time since the beginning 
of March. It is entirely possible the Bruins turn to Jeremy Swayman in 
Game 3. 

Kochetkov showed he’s willing to get in the mud and mix it up, too. He 
and Brad Marchand received offsetting slashing calls late in the second 
period as you can see in the video clip at the top of the page. 

“We know how he is. He’s always smiling, he’s always in a good mood,” 
Sebastian Aho, who scored twice Wednesday, told ESPN at the second 
intermission. “He’s a great goalie and he’s been clutch for us.” 

Also, stick tap to Svechnikov for doubling as his team’s translator for 
Kochetkov who doesn’t speak English. Svechnikov and Kochetkov are 
the only two Russian players on the Hurricanes. 

HURRICANES DOMINATE ON SPECIAL TEAMS AGAIN 

The optimistic playoff adage that goes “you’re not in trouble until you lose 
at home” neglects to mention the fact that nearly 87 per cent of NHL 
teams that fall behind 0-2 in a series end up losing. The Bruins have an 
uphill climb as the series shifts to Boston. 

They did finally solve Carolina’s league-best penalty kill when Patrice 
Bergeron scored his first of two goals. Bergeron was the only Bruin to 
score on Carolina during the regular season and that goal also came on 
the PP. 

However, the Hurricanes had an overall dominant showing on special 
teams yet again. 

Boston’s power play was putrid down the stretch scoring on only three of 
their previous 46 attempts with the man advantage prior to Game 2. They 
could only capitalize on one of their five PP chances Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, Carolina scored two goals with the man advantage when Aho 
and Nino Niederreiter each notched their second of the post-season. 

Marchand recorded the lone assist on Bergeron’s second-period goal but 
the pesky forward only has one goal in the past month. He had 30 goals 
at the end of March but finished the season with 32. 

Carolina has won all five meetings with Boston by at least three goals, 
scoring at least five goals in four of them. The current aggregate score 
between the teams this season is 26-4. 

Getting blanked in Game 1 was a wake-up call for the Minnesota Wild. 
They couldn’t take advantage of their scoring chances and an 0-for-6 
showing with the man advantage was among the main reasons for the 
loss and it was something they aimed to correct for Wednesday. 

Minnesota did exactly that by scoring on two of their three power-play 
opportunities in a 6-2 win that evened their series with the St. Louis Blues 
at 1-1. 
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The Wild didn’t register a shot on goal in Game 2 until Joel Eriksson Ek 
beat Ville Husso midway through the first period. The Wild’s second shot 
of the game also went in the net less than four minutes later. 

Minnesota was 38-0-1 this season in games during which they held a 
two-goal lead at any point, so being up 3-0 after 20 minutes should’ve 
given them plenty of confidence. 

The team’s first shot in the second period also resulted in a goal. This 
time it was a wonderful dangle in tight from Eriksson Ek. 

Eriksson Ek pulls off nice toe drag before tucking it past Husso 

Eriksson Ek thought he had registered the first playoff hattrick in Wild 
history, however, he had a third goal waved off after to an offside 
challenge. Thankfully for the many fans who unceremoniously tossed 
their hats onto the Xcel Energy Center ice, Kiril Kapri completed a hat 
trick of his own not much later. 

It was the first playoff hat trick in Wild franchise history. 

Blues forward David Perron had a hatty in Game 1. Who’s scoring thrice 
in Game 3 on Friday? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs get lesson in champion savvy as Lightning 
level series in Game 2 

 

Sonny Sachdeva @sachdevasonny  

May 5, 2022, 2:54 AM 

 

TORONTO — For anyone wondering what it means to be a 
championship-calibre team, what it is to march into city after city having 
never lost back-to-back games on the way to winning back-to-back Cups, 
this is what it looks like. 

After the Toronto Maple Leafs served up a thumping in Game 1 of their 
first-round series against the defending champions, everyone on both 
sides of the ice expected an entirely different affair in the sequel, the 
Tampa Bay Lightning just too good, too seasoned, to not come back with 
an answer. 

But Wednesday night at Scotiabank Arena, the Bolts showed Toronto 
what exactly veteran savvy looks like, baiting the Maple Leafs into a 
game that played perfectly into their hands, coaxing the quick-footed 
series leaders away from the style of play that’s made them one of the 
best clubs in the league this season, and into one that hung two banners 
at Amalie Arena. 

Early on, you’d have had a tough time seeing it coming. 

Sheldon Keefe’s squad started Game 2 much the same way they 
finished Game 1, putting together the fourth straight period that saw them 
out-skate and out-chance the Lightning. They were rolling, the power 
play getting good looks, the penalty kill firing pucks down the ice, Jack 
Campbell holding down the fort in net. 

From the opening puck-drop, it was clear both teams were intent on 
carrying over the “borderline violence” that highlighted the first meeting, 
bodies draped in both jerseys flying against boards and against each 
other, all across the sheet. The crowd swelling and roaring in approval as 
Colin Blackwell, Wayne Simmonds and half the Maple Leafs blue line got 
licks in during that early 20 minutes, while the blue-and-white high-flyers 
got their looks on net. 

It was in the second period that it all went sideways. 

The Maple Leafs headed into the middle frame down a goal, a lucky 
bounce breaking Tampa Bay’s way in the final seconds of the opening 
period. Right off the hop, Toronto looked focused on establishing that 

heightened physical presence, Ilya Mikheyev veering off course to pop 
Alex Killorn soon after the opening faceoff. A couple minutes later, it was 
Michael Bunting, swatting at Corey Perry en route to the bench as the 
veteran winger skated by him in the Lightning zone — only to see Perry 
then zip up to the Leafs’ blue line, collect a wicked heads-up pass from 
Victor Hedman, and beat Jack Campbell to lift the visitors’ lead to 2-0. 

Still, down 2-0 with the reigning Rocket Richard Trophy winner sitting on 
Toronto’s bench, flanked by a bevy of dynamic playmakers, it was an 
inconvenience rather than an insurmountable climb. 

The rough stuff continued — a body crashing into Simmonds, Lyubushkin 
throwing his own around, another Bolt taking on Kase. Auston Matthews 
channelled that energy into an avenue that could’ve led Toronto to a 
better night, No. 34 throwing all 205 of his pounds into Ryan McDonagh 
down by the Lightning net, separating the Tampa defender from the 
puck, and getting it over to linemates Mitch Marner and Bunting for a 
crucial goal. 

The score 2-1, the tides potentially turning. 

But what seemed a turn on the path, leading Toronto back towards the 
type of relentless attacking that had them coming out on top through four 
of the series’ first five periods, was instead a fork in the road. And the 
Leafs, it seems, chose wrong. 

Lack of discipline was the killer for the Maple Leafs in Game 2 

Instead of leaning into that high-octane offence, they continued picking 
bodies off along the wall at every chance. Instead of trying to stir up the 
type of dizzying playmaking that had clubs spinning all year, they kept 
looking for opportunities to prove they could throw weight around with the 
best of them — a game after they’d proven all they needed to. 

It started going off the rails midway through that second period, when 
Simmonds was marched to the box, having dumped Pierre-Edouard 
Bellemare beside Toronto’s net well after the whistle blew. Within 30 
seconds, the puck was in the Maple Leafs’ net, courtesy of a bit of 
signature trickery from Nikita Kucherov — the first goal of the post-
season for the Lightning’s most dangerous scorer, now awake. 

And yet, moments after being burned by one, the Maple Leafs found 
themselves in another post-whistle scrum, this one featuring Bunting in 
the melee. 

Five minutes into the next period, it was a familiar scene: the Maple 
Leafs a touch desperate after an early goal again, Simmonds marched to 
the box for a post-whistle fracas again, and a surgical power-play goal 
from the defending champs again — this one a tic-tac-toe tally from 
Hedman, Kucherov and Brayden Point. 

Staring down a trip to Florida for Game 3 with the series knotted up at 1-
1 following a night that saw the Lightning put away three power-play 
goals, Keefe had little trouble diagnosing this one. 

“The refs set the standard early — they took one after the whistle, which 
made it pretty clear that they were going to call it like that after the 
whistle. We didn’t do a good job of reading that and responding to that,” 
he said. “We’ve got to be better. We’ve got to be more responsible with 
that. But we will be.” 

Keefe on how Lightning bounced back in Game 2 'That's more of the 
team we prepped for' 

On the other side of the ledger, the Lightning’s leaders assessed the key 
that unlocked a return to level ground in this first-round series, pointing to 
the precise element that wound up as Toronto’s biggest gap — that 
ability to play physical, but focused. 

“They’re calling it tight,” Brayden Point said post-game. “I think it’s just 
playing hard, but playing between the whistles is a focus for us. I thought 
tonight we finished checks and played physical, but walked the line a little 
bit. We know how dangerous that team is on the power play, so staying 
out of the box is crucial.” 

Added his coach, who made clear what the gameplan was going in: 

“We’re aware of what we’re doing. We can only control ourselves — we 
can’t control the other team. And you’ve got to play the game between 
the whistles,” said Jon Cooper. 
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“It’s playoff hockey. Guys are going to step up and back their team. … It’s 
teams that want to win. It’s guys that are battling hard. But you’ve just got 
to be smart about it.” 

The Maple Leafs weren’t, and they relinquished a series lead because of 
it. 

Instead, they played right into their veteran opponents’ hands. A team 
built on speed, dynamic offence, and skilful creativity has been pulled 
into a competition to see who can crush the boards hardest. 

And Toronto’s captain knows that path isn’t the one that offers a chance 
at redemption when the teams return to the ice for Game 3. It’s the one 
they’ve followed all season that will get them there. 

“When we play fast, and we’ve been able to come together, get on the 
forecheck, get to the middle of the ice and make it difficult for their goalie 
to see the puck and be as confident as he can be… it obviously 
challenges them,” John Tavares said Wednesday night, taking stock of 
his team’s approach.  

“If we can generate the momentum, play on the terms that we want to 
play on, it allows us to be on the front foot. And just controlling emotion, I 
think. It’s such a fine line.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kadri reflects on past playoff infractions: ‘I made a 
mistake’ 

 

Emily Sadler @EmmySadler  

May 4, 2022, 3:47 PM 

 

Nazem Kadri has spent the 2021-22 season letting his remarkable 
performance on the ice speak for itself. 

But when it comes to playoff hockey, the Colorado Avalanche forward 
believes he has some explaining to do – particularly when it comes to 
last spring’s incident against the St. Louis Blues. 

Kadri was suspended eight games for an illegal check to the head 
against Blues defenceman Justin Faulk in Game 2 of Colorado’s first-
round series. The suspension saw him miss the rest of the series against 
St. Louis (a sweep by the Avalanche) as well as the entire second-round 
battle against the Golden Knights, which ended in elimination in Game 6. 

He opened up about the incident, and the aftermath, in a piece published 
in The Players’ Tribune Wednesday. 

“I hate letting people down, I really do,” he wrote. “And when I looked up 
from the ice and saw Justin lying there … I knew what was coming. I 
knew. When I was sitting in the penalty box, my mind was just spinning. I 
was frustrated with myself, with the situation. I wanted to be anywhere 
else. It was a bang-bang play and I made a mistake. I’m never trying to 
hurt anyone out there. I know people might not want to hear any of this, 
or they’ve already made their minds up about me. I get that.” 

Kadri said he didn’t sleep for a week straight after the incident. 

“I watched us struggle in the next round against Vegas, and it killed me. 
At night I was anxious, I was restless. I wanted to be out there. I live for 
playoff hockey,” he said. “I sat at home and watched us lose our second-
round series.” 

Compounding his emotion – and the reaction from the hockey world – 
was the fact this wasn’t the first time Kadri had been suspended in the 
playoffs. While with the Maple Leafs, he was suspended in back-to-back 
first-round series against the Boston Bruins, first in 2018 for boarding 
Tommy Wingels (three games), and then a year later a dangerous 
crosscheck to the head of Jake DeBrusk saw him sidelined the 
remainder of the 2019 series. 

“When I hit DeBrusk in Boston, I never thought that would be the last 
time I’d wear a Leafs jersey,” wrote Kadri. “I think about that moment 
from time to time because, yeah, I wish my stick hadn’t got that high — 
but that play? That’s who I am. I saw a cheap hit on one of our leaders, 
and that doesn’t get to happen on a team I play for. I’ll always stand up 
for our guys. But I crossed a line — again — and I let our guys down. 
And I can see now that, at the end of the day, it was time for a fresh 
start.” 

Kadri was traded to Colorado that off-season in a deal that brought 
Tyson Barrie and Alex Kerfoot to Toronto, and the fresh start proved 
fruitful. He put up solid numbers in his first two seasons with the 
Avalanche and was excellent in his first playoff run with Colorado in 
2020. He tallied nine goals and nine assists through 15 games in the 
bubble – success he’ll look to build on this spring with a Colorado club 
that’s a favourite to win it all. 

Nothing compared to the success he’s had this year, though. The 31-
year-old pending UFA scored 28 goals and a put up personal bests in 
assists (59) and points (87) to help lead the Avalanche to the top of the 
Western Conference. 

“That part of my game that walks the line, it’ll always be there. It’s how I 
got here. It’s how I proved to Brian Burke that I could play in this league,” 
he said. “But I know I have to adapt too, I have to mature. It’s something I 
work on all the time. 

“I think I’ve shown that this year.” 

Kadri and the Avalanche started their post-season with a dominant effort 
against the Nashville Predators Tuesday night and will look to go up 2-0 
when they meet again Thursday. 
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TSN.CA / Keefe hopes fans will be a factor again in Game 2 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs. The 
Toronto Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning held optional skates at 
Scotiabank Arena on Wednesday morning. 

William Nylander played through food poisoning in Game 1.  

"I was puking that day," the Leafs winger revealed. "I think it was sushi 
for lunch. I haven't gone to that restaurant in a long time and it might've 
been where I got it." 

Nylander still managed to log 15 minutes and 36 seconds on Monday 
and tied for second on the team with four shots, including a breakaway 
on Andrei Vasilevskiy.  

"I mean, it's Game 1, you gotta be ready," he said. "You can't let the food 
poisoning get to you." 

"In that first period, especially, he got his feet moving, got in behind the 
defence," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "That's when he's at his best. He 
maybe ran out of gas in the second half of the game." 

Jake Muzzin played through food poisoning earlier in his career.  

"You don't feel 100 per cent," the veteran defenceman recalled. "Maybe 
not sleeping the best. You're maybe dehydrated from throwing up all the 
time, but you do your best to get the body and mind right. You have to go 
out and perform. You gotta do it." 

Nylander skipped practice on Tuesday to preserve energy and was able 
to keep some food down. He's feeling much better now.  

Nylander led the Leafs in scoring in last year's playoffs with eight points 
in seven games.  
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"As a team we all need to elevate like that," said Muzzin. "Kudos to Will 
for doing that and we're going to need him to continue." 

'I think it was sushi': Nylander feeling better after playing through food 
poisoning 

Toronto's top players delivered in Game 1 as Auston Matthews and Mitch 
Marner both scored while John Tavares picked up an assist. The only 
member of the core four not on the scoresheet was William Nylander, 
and it turns out he had a good reason why. 

The raucous atmosphere in Toronto helped Nylander power through the 
dehydration.  

"It was just unreal," the 26-year-old Swede said. "Getting out there, the 
towels waving and the anthem, everybody was into it. It set the tone for 
the playoffs." 

Keefe, who was coaching his first Stanley Cup playoff game with a full 
building, labelled the fans the first star. He's looking for a similar boost on 
Wednesday night.  

"I'm expecting it's going to be more of the same," Keefe said, "because it 
made a difference, for sure. I mean, you walk out to the bench and the 
seats are all full for the anthem. Everybody's there and ready to go, 
which is not always the case here. It's not an easy building to get to and 
there's a lot happening in the city. But you could tell the fans were ready 
and I think that really helped our team be ready." 

Even the Lightning appreciated the atmosphere.  

"It didn't have a positive effect, negative effect either way," said coach 
Jon Cooper. "I did like the environment, though. Playing in this city quite 
a bit in the league, you see regular-season games are different and 
sometimes the crowd strolls in ... a little late. They definitely were not 
late. That was fun to see. It was a sweet environment." 

Leafs Ice Chips: First-star fans 

Sheldon Keefe called Maple Leafs fans the first star of Game 1 against 
the Lightning as the atmosphere was incredible in Toronto's first home 
playoff game with fans in three years. So is Keefe looking for a similar 
boost from the crowd tonight? Mark Masters reports. 

The Lightning have not dropped consecutive playoff games during their 
back-to-back runs to the Stanley Cup.  

"Good group at turning the page," Cooper said. "They dig their heels in 
when they're pushed up against the wall. We have a pretty good history 
of taking Game 2." 

The Lightning have won Game 2 in their past seven series. 

"We did a lot of good things we can build upon," said Keefe of the 5-0 
opening win, "but that's not the Tampa team that we prepared for. We're 
expecting to see that team tonight."  

"We're trying to not get too confident," said Nylander. "I mean, we know 
Tampa's a great team." 

The Lightning missed out on five power-play chances in Game 1.  

"There's always going to be adjustments," said Cooper. "There's some 
things we saw that maybe we can take advantage of." 

And it wasn't all bad.  

"Our third one had look after look after look and it just didn't go in the 
net," Cooper highlighted. "We'll be ready for them tonight." 

"They did start to get us pretty good late in that second period there," 
Keefe acknowledged.  

The Lightning outhit the Leafs 56-36 on Monday, but believe they can be 
even more physical.  

"The physical part of our game is part of our plan," said Cooper. "In our 
past couple of years that's been a big staple of ours to wear other teams 
down. We wanted to be more physical in the game, but we weren't for 
whatever reason ... We let them off the hook. It was an easy night for 
them." 

Pat Maroon registered three hits and also flexed his muscles late in the 
game during a line brawl.  

"Not only do you have to be physical, but you have to be able to back it 
up and keep the players on the other team honest and Patty has that 
ability," noted Cooper. "Zdeno Chara, for example, is an intimidating 
factor and playing against him for years, not that he ever needed to be 
neutralized, but we never had somebody who could look him in the eye. 
Patty can look him in the eye. He looks the heavies in the eye. The fact 
you have [that] guy on your side makes everyone on your bench an inch 
taller." 

Johnston: Lightning will look to bog things down, be more physical 

What stands out about William Nylander opening up about the food 
poisoning he was dealing with prior to Game 1? What are some of the 
most important adjustments the Lightning need to make going into Game 
2? TSN Hockey Insider Chris Johnston joins Mark Masters to share his 
thoughts. 

The Lightning players were given the option of not coming to the rink on 
Wednesday morning. Steven Stamkos was one of only a handful of guys 
to take the ice. 

The Markham, Ont. native botched a one-timer when he had an open net 
to shoot at in Game 1 and was taunted by the crowd. He repeatedly 
hammered one-timers from that spot this morning.  

"It's going to be a long series," Stamkos vowed after Game 1.  
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USA TODAY / New, risky tactics wreak havoc on bookmakers' NHL 
playoff models 

 

Lance Pugmire 

USA TODAY 

 

Besieged by sharp bettors who pounced on trending favorite bets and the 
over-goal totals during the NHL season, bookmakers hoped to breathe a 
postseason sigh of relief.  

“The playoffs recruit more recreational players, so that may defuse what 
we’ve suffered through,” Bally’s Interactive oddsmaker Jay Rood said this 
week.  

Just as the thought struck him, Rood reconsidered because recreational 
players typically gravitate to the favorite and over bets.  

Rood’s peers, including Tipico Sportsbook manager Sunny Gupta, can 
relate. Tipico is still growing its base of operation in Colorado — home of 
the Western Conference's top-seeded Avalanche.  

Confronting imposing future-book liability, because the Avalanche are 
Tipico’s favorite to win the Stanley Cup, bookmakers looked on in defeat 
as the Colorado Avalanche battered the Nashville Predators, 7-2, in 
Game 1 of their opening-round series Tuesday night.  

“Our book and other books have been getting hit hard by the overs,” 
Gupta said as he inspected financial figures he could not divulge due to 
the sensitivity of their nature. 

Sports betting websites who tracked season-long results, including 
covers.com and scoresandodds.com, reveal a staggering 65% of 
favorites won their games this season and 53% of games eclipsed the 
over total.  

Some of the more successful teams surpassing the over are still alive in 
the 16-team NHL playoffs — including the Florida Panthers (46-31-5 
against the over), Washington Capitals (45-33-4), Minnesota Wild (47-33-
2), Avalanche (44-36-2) and Las Vegas Golden Knights (46-33-2).   
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Oddsmakers blame the plethora of overs hitting, on coaches like 
Minnesota’s Dean Evason, who led the trend of pulling the goalie early in 
surprise efforts to score with a man advantage.  

Through 33 games, the Wild scored 11 goals with an empty net.  

Nine teams ultimately scored 19 or more goals without a goaltender in 
their net this season, and all nine of those made the playoffs.  

“The pulling of the goalie earlier than usual became an industry trend and 
that aggression has resulted in increased scoring en masse,” Rood said. 
“We’ve tried to adjust.”  

The problem for oddsmakers has been with the programs that run their 
live betting models not adjusting rapidly enough during games to factor in 
this new high-risk trend. This not only fuels goals for the team with the 
extra player, but exposes them to surrendering goals with the empty net.  

“There’s been a large (player) performance on the totals markets … both 
totals have actually been under-performers for us,” Gupta said. “There 
were some periods we got hit really hard.”  

On top of that was the success of favorites, who won with 65% 
consistency both at home and on the road.  

During a record-setting stretch last month, 23 consecutive favorites won 
their games. 

“I’m hopeful the trend doesn’t pan out in the playoffs now that the 
competition is evening out versus the way it was — so troublesome — 
when we had more haves versus have-nots,” Rood said.  

As sportsbooks like Tipico and Bally’s keep working to expand the states 
they operate in, they are at the mercy of an overflow of bets on their 
home-market teams.  

While Tipico closely observed Avalanche games, Rood was vulnerable in 
Canada, with the Toronto Maple Leafs (around 7/1) and Edmonton Oilers 
(around 22/1) representing their greatest liability with future-book bettors.  

The national Superbook identifies its greatest liability as the Florida 
Panthers, where it offers an online sports betting, and the Boston Bruins, 
where it doesn’t.  

“We’ve all seen that regional bias, and it exists for those who are in New 
York with the Rangers realizing a kind of renaissance this year,” Rood 
said. “Having a large nationwide footprint (of bettors) helps you spread 
out where the liability is. 

"But we’re just not there yet.”  
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USA TODAY / Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta knocked out of game after 
hit by Bruins' David Pastrnak 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes were down to the organization's No. 3 
goaltender Wednesday night after a collision during the first period. 

But rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, 22, made 30 saves as the Hurricanes beat 
the Boston Bruins 5-2 for a 2-0 lead in their first-round series. 

Bruins forward David Pastrnak had caught Antti Raanta in the mask with 
his glove as he skated by. The goalie dropped to the ice, had a cut on his 
mouth, left the game and didn't return. A five-minute major was originally 
called but on review, it was changed to a two-minute minor for goalie 
interference. 

"Obviously, he didn't come back, so that's not a good sign," coach Rod 
Brind'Amour told reporters. "He was in good spirits after the game. I think 
tomorrow will tell." 

It was the second consecutive day in which a backup goalie had to enter 
the game because of an injury. Tuesday, Pittsburgh Penguins goalie 
Louis Domingue was inserted in the second overtime after Casey 
DeSmith left. Domingue made 17 saves to pick up the win against the 
New York Rangers. 

The Hurricanes play a strong defensive game that usually guarantees 
success for their goalies. Carolina's three goaltenders from last season 
are gone, and free agents Frederik Andersen and Raanta won the 
Jennings Trophy this season for lowest team goals-against average. 

Raanta, 32, got his first playoff start in Game 1 because of an April injury 
to Andersen and made 35 saves for a 5-1 victory. 

Kochetkov allowed only two goals by Patrice Bergeron, one that 
deflected in off the Bruins captain's skate. The goalie even got into a 
small scrap with pesky Bruins forward Brad Marchand. 

The Hurricanes got two goals each from Sebastian Aho and Nino 
Niederreiter. Their power play, which struggled down the stretch, 
connected twice. 

Kochetkov played in Russia's Kontinental Hockey League and later the 
American Hockey League this season before a late-season call-up after 
the Andersen injury. He has won all four of his appearances. 

“He’s a very confident guy, awesome guy," said Hurricanes forward 
Andrei Svechnikov, who translates for the goalie. "When he gets the 
opportunity, he’s always ready for that. He knows that if something going 
to happen, he’s going to get in the net and going to show his best game.”   

Bruins' Hampus Lindholm leaves with injury 

The Bruins play at home Friday down 2-0 and potentially without their 
No. 2 defenseman. 

Hampus Lindholm didn't return to the game after leaving in the second 
period. He was circling the net when Svechnikov caught him with a hard, 
clean hit. 

Lindholm hit his head as he fell and needed help from teammates getting 
off the ice. 

"I feel bad for that guy," Svechnikov said. "It was a pretty hard hit." 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said Lindholm was "not doing well" and he 
thought the hit was high.   

The Bruins acquired Lindholm from the Anaheim Ducks before the trade 
deadline and signed him to an eight-year, $52 million extension. 

Cassidy went with goalie Linus Ullmark for the second consecutive game 
and said the team needed more timely saves. 

"If we're not going to get the timely saves, then we need more timely 
goals and we probably need a little bit of both," he said. 

Hat trick wiped out, then real one happens 

Joel Eriksson Ek appeared to score the first playoff hat trick in Minnesota 
Wild history and the hats came raining down on the ice in the third 
period. 

But it was all for naught. The St. Louis Blues challenged the goal for 
offsides and it was overturned. 

No problem: Kirill Kaprizov scored an empty-net goal soon after for his 
third goal of the game. The hats didn't go to waste. 

The Wild won 6-2 to tie the series. 
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