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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta skated Thursday, but Game 3 status still up in the air 

By Justin Pelletier 

Antti Raanta returned to the ice Thursday afternoon for a 
brief off-day skating session before the Carolina Hurricanes 
flew out to Boston ahead of Game 3 of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, working with goaltending coach Paul Shonfelder 
away from the rest of the players who were skating. 

That was the good news. 

What isn’t immediately clear is whether Raanta — who was 
forced to leave Game 2 Wednesday after a collision with 
Bruins forward David Pastrnak — will be available for Game 
3. 

“We put him on the ice today, that’s a good sign,” 
Brind’Amour said. “He’s still not 100 percent, so I’m not sure 
where we’ll be tomorrow, but hopefully he’ll be OK.” 

Less than 10 minutes into the first period Wednesday, 
Raanta played the puck to his left, and Pastrnak shifted to 
avoid the clearing attempt. In doing so, he lunged his arms 
forward and clipped Raanta in the helmet, twisting it — and 
Raanta’s head — hard to the left. The Canes’ goalie 
crumbled to the ice. Pastrnak was initially assessed a five-
minute penalty, but upon video review was ultimately given a 
2-minute minor. 

Raanta, meanwhile, left the ice pretty quickly, under his own 
power. He was bleeding from the mouth. 

“He got a little cut, but something else was bothering him,” 
Brind’Amour said. “At least he was out there today.” 

The coach did not elaborate on what “something else” might 
be, but he reiterated that there was no chance he was going 
to return to the game. 

“That was easy,” Brind’Amour said. “He took his stuff off.” 

In came Pyotr Kochetkov. All the young Russian netminder 
did was stop 30 of the 32 shots he saw to preserve the win 
for the Canes, a 5-2 victory that gave Carolina a 2-0 series 
lead after a pair of home games. 

Brind’Amour said Thursday the team didn’t try to play any 
differently in front of Kochetkov than they had for Raanta, 
reiterating the team’s trust in a keeper who’s played in four 
NHL games, and started only two of those. 

“It doesn’t matter who’s in there, if you’re not playing well in 
front of the goalie, it’s going to be tough. Regardless of who’s 
in the net, the guys, they have a job to do: Try to limit as 
many scoring opportunities as you can. On the flip side of it, 
it’s nice to know that we’ve seen this kid in action, and he’s 
held up well. The guys have a lot of faith in him.” 

Staal echoed his coach’s words. 

“I think he’s looked really good,” Staal said. “Since the first 
time he got in the net, he’s looked really good. The guys feel 

comfortable with him. He’s looked good in practice, the guys 
have had a hard time finding the net with him. He battles 
hard. He works hard like everyone else in our room.” 

As for that “other” Hurricanes goalie, Frederik Andersen – 
the team’s top netminder all season – still hasn’t skated 
since his injury on April 16. 

“I haven’t even seen him today, he’s definitely getting closer,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But until he gets to the ice, there’s really 
no update.” 

Kochetkov holds his own; Marchand fined 

Brind’Amour wasn’t exactly pleased that Kochetkov got into a 
stick-swinging contest with noted Bruins pest Brad 
Marchand, noting that he needed his keeper to stop pucks 
and stay healthy. But, he said, “boys will be boys.” 

One boy had to pay a little deeper for the altercation. 

Thursday, the NHL announced that Marchand has been 
fined $5,000 for slashing Kochetkov after the two exchanged 
shoves, and the Marchand slashed at Kochetkov’s 
midsection as officials came in to break things up. That 
happened at 17:52 of the second period. Marchand was 
assessed a minor penalty for slashing on the play. 

Also fined Thursday by the NHL was Bruins defenseman 
Derek Forbort, who was also asked to pay $5,000 for high-
sticking Hurricanes forward Teuvo Teravainen at 2:53 of the 
third period, while killing a power play. Forbort was assessed 
a double-minor penalty for high-sticking. 

Matching up 

The Hurricanes held serve in Games 1 and 2 at PNC Arena 
in Raleigh, scoring five goals in each of the games to take 
what appears to be a commanding 2-0 series lead. 

Not so fast. 

The Hurricanes are a better team at home, the statistics bear 
that out. But so are the Bruins. And for all of Boston’s scoring 
woes against Carolina this season (the count is up to 26-4 in 
favor of the Canes), a home playoff crowd can provide a 
mental boost. 

It also helps to have the final change before faceoffs as the 
home team. 

The Canes played the matchups they wanted for the first two 
games, sending Jordan Staal’s line over the boards to 
combat Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and Jake DeBrusk 
(and Pastrnak, when Bruins’s coach Bruce Cassidy made 
the swap). 

They won’t have that choice in Games 3 and 4. But does that 
matter? 
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“It definitely can be a big advantage or disadvantage, 
depending on how you’re looking at it,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ll make that adjustment if we need to. But again, when 
you get to this point of the season, most teams are pretty 
deep. Matchups are a big part of it, but you trust your guys.” 

Hostile environment 

The other nice part of playing at home is feeding off the 
energy from the home fans. The Canes often bill PNC as the 
“loudest house in the NHL.” 

The Garden in Boston isn’t much quieter,and will certainly 
not be as friendly toward the Hurricanes. 

“They have a good team, and in that building, it’s going to be 
a tough matchup,” Staal said. “We’ve so far done our 
business at home, but at some point, you have to win on the 
road. It’s going to be a different feel, but our gane can’t 
change from most of Game 1 and all of Game 2. I thought 
our game was good, and if we play that way consistently, 
we’ll come out on the better side of the end result.” 

Grinding out the offense 

Known primarily as one of the better checking lines in the 
NHL, Staal and wingers Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter 
were a big part of the offense in Game 2, as well. 

“Our line’s been pretty solid, especially the second half of the 
season, creating offense,” Staal said. “I have two wingers 
who know how to put the puck in the net and are willing to 
work and help create offensive chances. We focus on that 
and playing against some of the best players in the world. 
We want to play in their end, create as many offensive 
chances as we can.” 

Niederreiter had two goals in Game 2, including one on a 
power play, and another on a perfect crossing feed. 

“We try to do the grinding stuff, “but we have those two guys 
who have some skill, and when the time is right, where there 
are opportunities, we try to take them.” 
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By any name – Pyotr, Peter – fiery Hurricanes goalie Kochetkov is ‘tthat kind of guy.’ 

By Luke DeCock 

Andrei Svechnikov is the only teammate who can actually 
communicate with Pyotr Kochetkov, which makes him the de 
facto — and perhaps only — expert on the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ sudden starting goaltender after all of a few 
weeks with the team. 

So it may be instructive that when Kochetkov found himself 
trading slashes with Boston Bruins uber-pest Brad Marchand 
in the second period of the Russian rookie’s relief 
appearance Wednesday night, Svechnikov was perhaps the 
least surprised of anyone. 

“He’s that kind of guy,” Svechnikov said. “I remember from 
the past, playing with him in junior hockey, he was always 
that kind of guy. He gets into that. I told him after second 
period, stay calm. That’s always what I’m saying to myself as 
well.” 

Given the language barrier with Kochetkov, who came over 
from Russia in February and has in a few short weeks with 
the Hurricanes managed to rescue not only their hopes of 
winning the Metropolitan Division with three stellar late 
appearances but Game 2 of their first-round playoff series 
against the Bruins, everyone but Svechnikov is still trying to 
figure out who he really is. 

Right down to his first name. 

“Peter, Pyotr, however you want to say that,” Hurricanes 
forward Sebastian Aho said. 

But as a goalie, they’re starting to get a pretty good handle 
on him. He saved their bacon in the regular season after first 
Frederik Andersen and then Raanta got hurt, and he did it 
again Wednesday with 30 saves in a wild 5-2 win that sent 
the Hurricanes to Boston for Game 3 on Friday up 2-0. 

And as good as Raanta was in Game 1 and the first 5 1/2 
minutes of Game 2 before David Pastrnak ran into him, 
maybe Kochetkov was the man for this time and place. He fit 
right in. The same goalie who, sans helmet, challenged the 
entire opposing bench to a fight in his AHL debut with the 
Chicago Wolves — although the Iowa Wild probably had no 
idea what he was actually yelling — did not hesitate to 
respond to Marchand’s cross-check with a slash of his own. 

Which means only Arturs Irbe (four) has more postseason 
penalty minutes among Hurricanes goalies than Kochetkov 
(two) and which isn’t, necessarily, what Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour wanted to see. But Tony DeAngelo, who 
thrives in this kind of hostile environment, was sorry he 
missed it. He turned his back to the play as he retrieved the 
puck, only to turn around and see Kochetkov and Marchand 
being pulled apart. 

“I didn’t see it,” DeAngelo said, “but I like it.” 

The Hurricanes, under Brind’Amour, have routinely been a 
two-goalie team, even in the postseason, but given the 
injuries they’re suddenly a three-goalie team at the minimum. 
With Andersen still out and Raanta’s status for Game 3 
uncertain — Raanta skated Thursday morning but 
Brind’Amour said the goalie was “still not 100 percent” — the 
Hurricanes may have to rely upon a pair of rookies with three 
career NHL starts between them. 

In Kochetkov’s case, at least, he’s given them every reason 
to think he can handle it so far. 

“The adversity we had earlier in the year with the goalies has 
made this not a big deal because we have faith in the kid,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ve seen him. It’s not like we don’t 
know what we have. We’ve seen him. The guys responded 
by the way they played in front of him, but he responded by 
the way he played.” 

And Kochetkov certainly responded when Marchand tested 
his mettle. Later, in the third period, after making a glove 
save, Kochetkov held up his mitt and brandished it in Bruins 
captain Patrice Bergeron’s face, of all people, one of the 
game’s distinguished gentlemen. He may not have age, at 
22, but he’s a beauty. 

All of a few weeks into his NHL career, he already has the 
aura of an old-school loose cannon in the Billy Smith-Ron 
Hextall mold, fiery and fearless, the kind of goalie ready to 
defend his blue ice with a sly slash to the Achilles tendon. 
The fact that no one other than Svechnikov really knows 
what he’s saying only adds to his mystique. 

“I don’t know if he’s crazy. He’s definitely a funny guy,” Aho 
said. “Obviously he doesn’t speak too much English, but he’s 
trying, and at least I feel like I understand what he’s saying.” 
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Hurricanes walk ‘fine line’ against Bruins to keep discipline in rough playoff series 

By Chip Alexander 

If the Carolina Hurricanes had their druthers, they’d play a 
skill game for 60 minutes, relying on speed, aggressiveness 
and depth to win games. 

But if push comes to shove ... 

“We know we have a lot of hard-nosed players,” Canes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. “We’re not going to be 
pushed around.” 

The Boston Bruins tried that Wednesday. It didn’t work. 
Game 2 of their playoff series against the Hurricanes ended 
just like the first, with a loss that puts the Bruins in an 0-2 
hole with the best-of-seven first-round series headed back to 
Boston for two games. 

“It’s not about the fights and stuff,” DeAngelo said 
Wednesday after the Canes’ 5-2 victory. “If it happens it 
happens, we don’t really care. We’re trying to play in 
between the whistles. If they want to get into the stuff after, 
hopefully the same thing happens and they get penalties. 
We’re going to go to the power play and try to capitalize 
there. Our main goal is to stay disciplined between the 
whistles.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said the NHL sent out a 
memo before the game to “stay out of the stuff.” The league 
might have to send it out again before Game 3 on Friday. 
Stuff happens, especially in the playoffs. 

An overflow crowd of 18,880 at PNC Arena seemed to enjoy 
much of it. The scrapes and scrums were many as referees 
Dan O’Rourke and Brian Pochmara tried to keep control, 
calling 13 penalties on the Bruins, six for roughing. 

The Canes’ Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter each 
scored twice in the game and both had power-play goals as 
the Canes had the better of special teams play. DeAngelo 
assisted on the two power-play scores and had three assists 
for the night. 

Brind’Amour said his team kept the proper discipline while 
matching the Bruins’ intensity and physicality. 

“That’s definitely a fine line, but I thought we did a pretty 
good job of managing that line and certainly not going over 
it,” he said after the game. 

The Canes believe Boston’s David Pastrnak crossed the line 
in the first period when he hit goalie Antti Raanta in the 
mask, knocking Raanta out of the game and bringing in 
rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. Defenseman Derek Forbort 
later did the same by high-sticking Canes forward Teuvo 
Teravainen, and there were more incidents. 

Pastrnak avoided a major penalty after review and received 
two minutes for goaltender interference — a decision that 
incensed many in the crowd, who loudly let it be known. 
Forfort was given a double minor for popping Teravainen. 

Then there was Andrei Svechnikov’s collision with the Bruins’ 
Hampus Lindholm. The Canes’ power forward powered his 
way through the defenseman — a clean but massive hit that 
incensed the Bruins, clean or otherwise. 

“Like I said all year, whatever way the game goes I think 
we’re capable of playing it,” Brind’Amour said. “If it’s a 
physical game, I think we have plenty of guys who can do 
that. If it’s a skill game, I think we’re pretty capable of doing 
that, too.” 

One Canes player who has thrived in the rough-and-tumble 
of the two games has been Niederreiter. The winger, strong 
at 6-2 and 218 pounds, has been all over the ice, scoring 
three goals, bouncing people around and joining with center 
Jordan Staal and winger Jesper Fast to give the Canes 
heavy, productive play. 

Consider that Niederreiter had three goals and seven points 
in 29 postseason games with the Canes the past three 
seasons. But he’s in a contract year and is due to become an 
unrestricted free agent. 

At 29, he’s playing for a new contract. More importantly, he’s 
playing for the Stanley Cup. 

“Absolutely,” he said after Game 1. “It helps when you get on 
the score sheet but at the end of the day it’s a team game. 
You’ve got to find a way to contribute in any way that you 
can.” 

If there’s “stuff” after the whistle and Niederreiter is on the 
ice, No. 21 often is in the middle of it. That doesn’t figure to 
change as the Hurricanes look to continue treading that “fine 
line” in Boston. 
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NHL picks, bets today: Latest lines for Canes at Bruins, Leafs at Lightning and more  

Home ice shifts in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs on Friday 
with four Game 3s on the slate. The Carolina Hurricanes look 
to take a 3-0 series lead when they travel to Boston to take 
the Bruins. The other three series are tied at 1-1 after the 
losing teams on Monday each scored a decisive victory on 
Wednesday. Tampa Bay won its 15th straight playoff game 
after suffering a loss in the game before. 

The Wild and Oilers both bounced back from Game 1 losses 
with blowout wins at home. 

One thing to keep an eye on: Will scoring continue at this 
insane pace? In Wednesday’s games, the fewest goals 
scored were six goals and those were all scored by the 
Oilers in their 6-0 blowout win. Only the Flames-Stars game 
had fewer than six goals on Tuesday night. 

Friday’s NHL Playoffs schedule: 

 Game 3: Carolina Hurricanes at Boston Bruins — 7 
p.m. ET — TNT, SN360 

 Game 3: Toronto Maple Leafs at Tampa Bay 
Lightning — 7:30 p.m. ET — TBS, CBC, SN 

 Game 3: Minnesota Wild at St. Louis Blues  — 9:30 
p.m. ET — TNT, SN360 

 Game 3: Edmonton Oilers at Los Angeles Kings  — 
10 p.m. ET — TBS, CBC, SN 

Hurricanes at Bruins 

Game 2: Hurricanes 5, Bruins 2 | Carolina leads 2-0 

Who was the guy? For the second straight night, we had a 
third-string goalie appear — as if by magic — and come up 
huge. Carolina’s Pyotr Kochetkov took over for Antti Raanta, 
injured in a sketchy collision with David Pastrnak, with 7:47 
left in the first period. From there, he made 30 saves on 32 
shots (0.86 goals saved above expected). Not bad for a 22-
year-old who was playing in his fourth NHL game. 

He also had a big, memorable moment, which we’ll talk 
about shortly. Without taking any credit from Kochetkov, this 
is what the Hurricanes do. Over the last two seasons 
alone, Alex Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek, James 
Reimer, Frederik Andersen, Raanta and now Kochetkov 
have all stepped in and had real success. Credit Rod 
Brind’Amour’s system, credit the goalies themselves, call it a 
combo — whichever you choose, it’s impressive. 

Hurricanes worry meter (on a 1-5 scale with corresponding 
emojis):   … After the game, Brind’Amour was salty over 
his belief that the Bruins were targeting his goaltenders, 
given the incidents with Raanta and Kochetkov. 
Understandable. Other than that, everything is fine. 

Bruins worry meter:      … On top of all that other 
stuff, top-pair defenseman Hampus Lindholm isn’t doing well 

after a hard, clean hit by Andrei Svechnikov. Not a lot to like 
coming out of this one for the Bruins. 

Lightning at Maple Leafs 

Game 2: Lightning 5, Maple Leafs 3 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? If the Lightning want to have a chance in 
this series, they need Victor Hedman at his best. On the 
score sheet, there’s his first period goal plus three helpers. 
But his 5-on-5 play alone was a standout. With him on the 
ice, Tampa Bay created over 62 percent of the shot share, 
according to Natural Stat Trick, and when accounting for 
quality over 79 percent of the expected goal share. Hedman 
led all skaters in this game with a 5.89 game score.  

What was the key? The Lightning actually made the Maple 
Leafs pay for their penalties this game. In Game 1, Toronto’s 
power kill was strong, taking the wind out of Tampa Bay 
who should have had the advantage in those situations. Last 
night, the back-to-back champions had seven opportunities 
and capitalized goals from Hedman, Nikita Kucherov, 
and Brayden Point. 

The moment of the game: Brandon Hagel’s third period goal. 
By pulling ahead 4-1 early in the third, the Lightning 
appeared to do enough to separate themselves from the 
Maple Leafs — at least, in the moment. But Toronto’s one of 
the best teams at playing from behind, and they did their best 
to close the gap. That made Hagel’s score the game-winner. 
It was an important goal for that reason alone, and the fact 
that two key deadline acquisitions chipped in. First with Nick 
Paul’s blocked pass in the defensive zone and clear, then 
Hagel’s shot that ended up in the back of the net. 

Maple Leafs Worry Meter:    … Something 
something, the Maple Leafs handling adversity in the 
playoffs.  

Lightning Worry Meter:    … Tampa Bay did let this 
game get close in the third.  

Blues at Wild 

Game 1: Blues 4, Wild 0 | St. Louis leads 1-0 

Game 2: Wild 6, Blues 2 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? Like the Minnesota Wild franchise 
itself, Joel Eriksson Ek is known more for being defensively 
stout than offensively electric. Eriksson Ek was fourth in the 
Selke Trophy voting last year and the Wild could have had 
an anthropomorphic Selke Trophy as their mascot for the last 
20 years. But these aren’t your older sibling’s Wild. These 
Wild (this Wild? these Wilds? these Wildlings?) are fun as 
hell, and Eriksson Ek has emerged as an offensive force. 
Eriksson Ek had two goals and a primary assist in the first 21 
minutes of Game 2, including a highlight-reel goal that we’ll 
get to in a moment. (He briefly had a hat trick and was feted 
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with the usual cascade of millinery, but his third-period goal 
was overturned because Marcus Foligno was offside. 
Bummer for Kirill Kaprizov, who only got a smattering of 
hattering when he potted an empty-netter for his third goal of 
the game.) 

What was the key? Like Tampa Bay, Minnesota had a 
miserable power-play performance in Game 1. Like Tampa 
Bay, Minnesota had an immediate and dramatic turnaround 
in Game 2. Frédérick Gaudreau and Kaprizov scored power-
play goals six minutes apart in the first period to put the Wild 
up 3-0. 

Key stat: Blues goaltender Ville Husso stopped all 37 shots 
he faced in Game 1. The Wild scored on their first two shots 
in Game 2 (though it took half a period to finally put one on 
net), and Husso managed just 22 saves on 27 shots. Might 
we see Jordan Binnington in Game 3? 

Game 2: Oilers 6, Kings 0 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? Darnell Nurse stood out for the Oilers 
early, first saving a goal after a shot trickled past Mike 
Smith (we’ll get there) and then netting a shorthanded tally to 
go ahead 2-0 in the second period. Overall, at five-on-five 
according to Natural Stat Trick, the Oilers generated  71.7 

percent of the shot share with him deployed, along with 68.3 
percent of the expected goals share. 

What was the key? The match up game was troublesome for 
Los Angeles to open this series, when Leon 
Draisaitl and Connor McDavid were on the ice with Phillip 
Danault and Anze Kopitar. Last night, it was less about 
ensuring they weren’t on the ice together — it was about 
outplaying them. The Oilers out-attempted the Kings 14-9 in 
the 10 minutes McDavid went up against Kopitar, and 9-5 in 
the 9:34 Draisaitl was on the ice with Danault. That’s 
important ahead of Los Angeles getting last change over the 
next two games at home. 

Key stat: The Kings earned an xG total of 1.8 against the 
Oilers in Game 2. First, there’s the inability to finish, 
something that’s haunted them throughout the regular 
season with the worst 25.1 goals below expected at five-on-
five in the league, according to Evolving-Hockey, plus 
another -15.4 on the power play. To their credit, they almost 
scored twice between the Azne Kopitar shot that trickled past 
smith and Alex Iafallo’s power play chance. So along with 
their finishing woes, there’s also the fact that they only 
mustered shots worth a collective value of 1.8 expected 
goals for. That has to change, or it’s going to be a short 
series. 
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Letters from ’06: Hurricanes champions see a ‘very similar’ team this season 

By Sara Civian 

It was the summer of 2005, and the NHL lockout season was 
finally over. 

Ray Whitney was approaching his 14th season in the league, 
having helped the Red Wings win the Presidents’ Trophy and 
make it to the second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs the 
last time the NHL was on the ice. Despite the lore already 
surrounding “The Wizard,” he hadn’t won a Stanley Cup, and 
that was his primary goal in searching for a post-lockout 
team. 

Enter … the Carolina Hurricanes? 

The Canes had failed to qualify for the playoffs in either of 
the two seasons following their 2002 Stanley Cup Final loss, 
but general manager Jim Rutherford had been on Whitney’s 
case. So Whitney called his friend, former Canes 
defenseman Bret Hedican. 

“I said, ‘I think we’re a player or two away from winning the 
Cup,'” Hedican recalls. “I remember he paused, and in so 
many words, he said: ‘What the fuck are you talking about? 
You didn’t even make the playoffs this year.’ And I said, ‘I 
know, but that’s just the team we have.'” 

“We were Carolina,” former Canes defenseman Aaron Ward 
adds. “We didn’t get any respect. We were picked to be last 
or next to last at the start of the year. I remember exactly 
what Heddy is talking about, having to convince (mid-season 
acquisitions Mark Recchi and Doug Weight) that we were 
good. Even though we went through half a season where we 
were competitive, we almost still felt like we had to convince 
the new guys coming in: ‘Hey, we’re not the old Carolina 
Hurricanes. We’re actually pretty fucking good. I don’t know if 
you’ve seen us. We don’t get a lot of TV coverage.’ 

“Based on what we had on the ice but also the strings (coach 
Peter) Laviolette was pulling behind the scenes to galvanize 
the locker room of the team, we knew something really good 
was happening.” 

Whitney signed but still wasn’t sure of the vision right away. 
He can pinpoint the moment where he truly started believing 
this team would win the Stanley Cup, and it was a random 
practice in January, in the midst of a nine-game winning 
streak. 

“At this point, I’ve played roughly 14 years already,” Whitney 
says. “I came from the Red Wings, and not once had I ever 
told my wife I thought we had a chance to win (the Stanley 
Cup). 

“I remember coming home from practice at some point in 
January and saying to her, ‘We are really fucking good. We 
have a chance to win.’ 

“She looked at me and said, ‘You’ve never said that.’ 

“I said, ‘I know. It’s just something about this team.'” 

What came next will be remembered well by everyone on 
that team and anyone in the franchise’s orbit: a division title 
followed by playoff series wins over the Canadiens, Devils, 
Sabres and, finally, the Oilers, with then-captain and now-

coach Rod Brind’Amour the first man to raise the Stanley 
Cup. 

The team’s 112 regular-season points that season stood as 
a franchise record until a few weeks ago. The championship 
remains the only one in franchise history. This season’s 
group has high hopes that can change, as well, and has only 
had positive playoff vibes so far, with a 2-0 series lead over 
the Bruins. 

To get a reminder of what made that 2005-06 team so 
special and what similarities it might bear to this season’s 
team, The Athletic gathered a handful of the ’06 champs. 
Here are their stories and their thoughts on their former 
captain’s latest team. 

(Note: Some quotes have been edited for length or clarity.) 

Like the 2021-22 Hurricanes — who started the season with 
nine straight wins and have now won eight straight — the 
2005-06 Hurricanes were a team of streaks. Before the 
streak that convinced Whitney, there was another nine-game 
winning streak. That’s when fourth-year forward and fan 
favorite Erik Cole says he knew what the team could do. 

Cole: After the nine-game winning streak from late October 
into November, I think we kind of recognized we had 
something special within the group. We didn’t get a lot of 
attention in terms of where the preseason polls put us or 
anything, but we were pretty aware of what we had in the 
room. Bringing in guys like Cory Stillman. He had won the 
Cup the previous NHL season with Tampa Bay. I remember 
him saying something to me specifically after our opening 
night loss in Tampa: “I see a lot of similarities between our 
group this year and what we had two years ago (in Tampa).” 

So Whitney knew in January, Cole in November and Stillman 
already saw the signs on opening night on Oct. 5. In fact, 
everyone The Athletic talked to says the tone was pretty 
clear from the day training camp opened. 

Cole: I remember my first interaction with Ray. I didn’t know 
him at all when he first came. I hadn’t met him. It was that 
first day of testing. We were getting ready to run the 20-
meter shuttle run we used to do. Our testing day was a long 
day. It was significant. I walked over to him and I said, “Don’t 
quit before 12 and don’t be the first guy to quit in the group.” 
He said, “What?” I said, “Trust me.” I think I pushed it to 13 
then I quit. Ray kept going. Then sure enough he started 
training camp with a groin injury. 

You probably don’t need to guess who the star of training-
camp testing day was. 

Whitney: The best way I can describe Rod Brind’Amour is, 
when testing day happens, Rod always came into the room 
last to do the testing. The reason he did that is he wanted to 
make sure he knew what the top guy did. I’m a little bit 
mouthy. I always pretended to him that I didn’t train all 
summer. I’d play coy and then I’d go out there and just bust 
my ass on the bike. I’d give him a good number to at least 
test him. And I remember every time I gave him a good 
number, he wouldn’t just beat it, he’d absolutely annihilate it. 
I’d get so pissed off at him. He couldn’t even keep it close. 
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His competitiveness is unmatched, and you can see it in 
these Carolina Hurricanes. 

You can even see it on their testing day if you know who to 
ask. 

Ward: One of the guys on my softball team is a trainer who 
knows (Hurricanes strength and conditioning coach Bill 
Burniston) and got to witness preseason testing. “I was in 
there setting up, and Rod Brind’Amour did every damn test,” 
he told me. 

“What does that mean to you?” I asked him. 

“Well, think about it. If I’m the head coach of your team, and I 
go through the tests, not only am I able to relate to what the 
players are going through, but I’m setting the standard that 
they better fucking beat me.” Roddy walked into the room, 
and even though he is a laid-back guy, the trainer knew he 
was an excellent leader not only because of the tests — but 
then he went around and picked all the brains of the trainers, 
because it was untapped knowledge he could learn from. 

The grueling training doesn’t end with camp. Ask anyone 
associated with the 2005-06 Canes, and they’ll tell you they 
also had the toughest practices they’d ever seen. When 
Weight arrived in a trade from St. Louis, he was in for a rude 
awakening. 

Cole: Dougie didn’t come to the first game after we had 
acquired him. We played Montreal short-handed and beat up 
on them 8-2 anyway. He texted me like, “Oh, thanks. Now 
I’m going to come in for the New Jersey game, and 
everyone’s going to think we’re going to sock them, too.” Of 
course, we end up losing, and then he experienced one of 
our practices. Weighter is like, “Jesus Christ, we only lost by 
a few goals (3-0). I didn’t think we played bad.” Like: “No, no 
bud. This is a normal day.” 

Whitney: About 25 minutes into Dougie’s first practice, he 
came up to me and said, “Man, what did you guys do wrong? 
What are you getting punished like this for?” His face was 
beat red. He was out of gas. I said, “Dougie, this is just how 
we practice.” He said, “Every day?” Every single day we 
practice this hard. And if you remember that team, we still did 
our skate after every practice — a small conditioning skate 
— right through the Final. Laviolette’s theory was we were a 
bunch of racehorses and we were meant to run. 

And, of course, Brind’Amour was going above and beyond. If 
you’re reading this, you probably know that basically every 
Brind’Amour story is the same. Sneaking into weight rooms 
on holidays. Outworking everyone. No nonsense. 

Cole: He was up early, got his own workout in, practiced as 
hard as he could, quick workout again after, then he’d be 
gone right away so he could pick up his kids and be there for 
his kids. Rod does everything 100 percent, full blast. He’s not 
going to half-ass anything. 

You get out of a double-overtime game, and Roddy’s in the 
weight room doing the same routine he’d been doing in the 
regular season. You’re like, “Man, can’t we take one night 
off?” He’s like, “Nope. Gotta stick to the routine.” His work 
ethic, his leadership skills and everything were great. He 
never really stood up in the locker room and did a “Rah rah. 
Let’s go.” He was quiet and led by example. 

We kind of all thought he’d be a good coach one day. You 
knew when he was one, there would be no corners cut. 

Ward: The great thing about him is he’s unwavering. He’s the 
same guy. People will use it against him — saying he’s so 
monotone, so stoic. Well, fuck. I’d rather have the stoic, 
controlled leader in the face of adversity than some guy who 
flies off the handle. Roddy sets the tone not only with how he 
coaches but with his personality. 

Cole: One thing people don’t understand about Rod is, as 
intense as he is, he’s very in tune to people around him and 
feeling for them. Some players, you have bad days, you 
have good days. Chad LaRose, as a rookie, had his peaks 
and valleys on that 2006 team. Rod was always very good 
with Chad. Keeping him level-headed, and as a coach, he’s 
got his finger on the pulse of the team. 

My rookie year, he taught me so much about the little 
nuances of the game, that you don’t know until you get here. 
He’s such a good leader, the way he communicated on the 
bench, little things for me to look for — like on the breakout 
he’d be like, “Get that puck and get moving up the ice, and 
when that guy comes to hit you, just slide it under his stick. 
I’ll be right there.” 

And now you see his pregame speeches and everything, and 
he’s forced to verbalize what, as a player, he did through his 
actions. It’s fun to watch. I don’t think there’s a player in the 
league who wouldn’t get excited about playing for him. He’s 
done such a wonderful job. 

It’s not just Brind’Amour connecting past Hurricanes to this 
season’s team. It’s the whole community. Sometimes it takes 
living in Raleigh to understand the appeal, but once you’re 
here, you get it. A lot of these guys have taken that to heart. 
Cole, Ward, Whitney, Shane Willis, Justin Williams, Cam 
Ward, Sean Hill, Patrick Eaves and more have moved back 
to town after their playing days. And they’re all rooting for this 
team. 

Cole: I’m definitely watching, as much a fan as anything. A 
lot of guys that have played here and continued to stay in the 
area, we care a tremendous amount about the franchise. I 
just found out the other day that Patrick Eaves moved back 
to town. He’s a guy that didn’t even play here that long. It just 
speaks to what a great community and area this is to live and 
raise a family in. I go to a lot of games, and I’m always 
paying attention and trying to see what the team’s missing, 
how they’re playing, who is going and who isn’t. 

Aaron Ward: Knowing Roddy and all his motivational 
abilities, I think he’s gotta get especially the young guys to 
push out the noise, even if there’s challenges, that’s what the 
playoffs are full of. Look at 2006, our biggest challenge was 
the first two games. Our goalie had the flu and wasn’t able to 
carry us. We overcame it when Cam got in there. We 
remained the same team no matter who was in net. 

That’s a lesson that’s particularly relevant to the 2021-22 
Hurricanes, who are still missing injured starter Freddie 
Andersen and who saw backup Antti Raanta leave 
Wednesday’s game after a collision with David Pastrnak. 
Pyotr Kochetkov, with three games of NHL experience, may 
have to be this year’s Cam Ward, who entered the 2006 
playoffs with 28 games of experience. 
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Aaron Ward: I think the biggest thing for them, and this is the 
job for Roddy, is you have to convince your locker room to 
be who you are in spite of whoever you’re playing. So, if 
you’re playing Washington and Tom Wilson is out there, 
ignore Tom Wilson and be the Carolina Hurricanes. If you’re 
playing Tampa and in the back of your mind you’re thinking 
of the goaltending matchup, I think the Carolina Hurricanes 
need to focus on themselves. That’s the only lesson I take 
from the regular season. 

Whitney: This team is very similar to what we were in ’06, 
with the depth alone. I think they’re better defensively now 
than we were in ’06 — one of the best defensive teams in the 
league. And the penalty kill is the best in the league, for sure. 
That might be a little tribute to Roddy. I think he’s really 
adapted the success we had there, that season. It was very 

group-oriented, and you can tell that’s the way they play 
here. Like the power play, you don’t have guys taking two-
minute shifts on the power play. Give one unit a chance, and 
they get what they can get done. If it doesn’t work, give that 
next unit an opportunity. 

That’s kind of how you build championships, really. I really 
like teams that are deep like that. There’s that internal 
competitiveness that it’s very important for teams these days 
to have. They aren’t nasty, but I think Roddy always brought 
that healthy competition. Roddy played the power play and 
the penalty kill, and he was so competitive on both of them. 
He wanted to be the best penalty-kill unit and the best 
power-play unit in practice. 

I can only imagine what his practices are like now. 
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Hurricanes take Game 2 as the legend of Pyotr Kochetkov grows: Vibe check 

By Sara Civian 

Hurricanes rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov doesn’t speak 
much English, but it seems like he’d prefer to let his smirk do 
the talking anyway. 

The 22-year-old Russian entered his Stanley Cup playoff 
debut under the same circumstances as his three career 
regular-season NHL games — in relief due to an Antti 
Raanta injury. But this time the stakes were much higher, 
and everyone knows what you do when the stakes are high: 
You exit the net and challenge Brad Marchand to a fight.  

“He got cross-checked,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Fair. 

“He’s competitive. We’ve got competitive guys.” 

“I don’t know if he’s ‘crazy,'” said Sebastian Aho, when asked 
if Kochetkov is wild like the old-school goalies. “Funny guy. 
Obviously, he doesn’t speak much English, but he’s trying, 
and I feel like I understand pretty good what he’s saying 
every time. He’s a pretty good guy. Everyone likes him. He 
fits well.” 

“He’s that kind of guy,” said countryman Andrei Svechnikov. 
“I remember from the past, playing with him in junior hockey. 
He was always that kind of guy. Gets into that, but I told him 
after the second period to just stay calm. That’s what I keep 
saying to myself, as well.” 

It wasn’t the first time Kochetkov “got into that” this season. 
He challenged the entire Iowa Wild bench during his AHL 
debut in February. 

Ask and you shall receive. pic.twitter.com/BJr74WNeBw 

— Greg Boysen (@GregBoysen) February 20, 2022 

“They have a much tougher team than us,” Wolves GM 
Wendell Young told The Athletic, laughing. “I was like, 
‘Whoa, slow down, here.’ That’s fun stuff to watch, though — 
it’s his enthusiasm. He’s upbeat. He’s enthusiastic. He’s all 
that. He seems like a guy that just loves the game. Loves 
playing goal. Loves the game. There’s certain people that 
like the lifestyle of hockey or being a hockey player. But 
there’s certain players that love the game. He seems like a 
guy that loves hockey and loves playing the game.” 

The hockey gods haven’t made it easy for Kochetkov at the 
beginning of his NHL career, but he’s risen to the challenge 
every single time. 

The Canes first called him up at the end of the regular 
season, after Freddie Andersen went down with his left leg 
injury. They only expected March’s AHL goalie of the month 
(13-1-1, 2.09 goals-against average, .921 save percentage in 
the AHL) to play in one game. But he played thrice and won 
them all — including a back-to-back in relief of a minor 
Raanta injury. His 31-save performance against the Rangers 
clinched the Metro for the Canes, and although there was 
consideration for giving him the Game 1 start, the team 
ultimately went with tried-and-true Raanta. 

It was the right choice. As co-Jennings Trophy winner, 
Raanta had earned it and Brind’Amour is big on “earning it.” 

That was working out great until, of course, the bloody mouth 
7:47 into the first period Wednesday. Boston’s David 
Pastrnak came flying at Raanta, and although it appeared he 
at least tried to brace himself and stop his momentum, he 
could have tried sooner and the damage was done. 

Luckily for the Canes, Kotchetkov showed the same 
confidence and skill he did in the regular season in his 
playoff debut, amassing 30 saves on 32 shots — good for a 
.938 save percentage. The Canes also played tremendously 
in front of him for the first 15 or so minutes, with two quick 
unanswered goals and a tight defensive effort. The end of 
the third was sloppy, but that’ll come out in the wash. 

“What are you gonna do? It’s the next man up,” Brind’Amour 
said. “The adversity that we had earlier in the year with the 
goalies has made this not a big deal. We’ve got faith in the 
kid. We’ve seen him. It’s not like we’re throwing him in and 
going, ‘We don’t know what we have.’ We’ve seen him. The 
guys responded with the way they played in front of him, but 
he responded with the way he played. There’s a lot of faith in 
that group with our goalie.” 

“Koochie” became something of a cult hero for the 
Hurricanes in the regular season, and the legend grew 
Wednesday. With the 5-2 win over the Bruins, they take a 2-
0 series lead to Boston. 

So how are the vibes? 

Vibe check 

In my head I’m worried about a playoffs without Andersen 
and Raanta. In my heart I would follow Pyotr Kochetkov into 
hell 

— Hugh McKinney (@hamckinney) May 5, 2022 

Hyped and stressed 

— Y- D3solat1on (@sithld) May 5, 2022 

These two games show how they now know what playoff 
hockey means. They’ve been physical but (mostly) clean, not 
letting Boston get under their skin and responding physically, 
and haven’t gotten rattled. Just an outstanding full team 
effort. 

— y-Al Hood (@albhood) May 5, 2022 

• Brind’Amour posed a question to his group a few weeks 
ago, during that rough patch where everyone (I’m looking at 
you, folks!) thought the sky was falling: “What are you gonna 
do when things go wrong?” Tonight, when things went 
wrong, the team was unwavering. Jesper “Quickie” Fast 
scored a quickie, then Sebastian Aho followed up two 
minutes later. Aho struck again to open the second period, 
just for good measure. Color me impressed by the resolve 
and lack of panic in the group. 

• This quote from Aaron Ward is from a story running 
Thursday looking back at the 2006 champion Hurricanes, but 
it’s too relevant not to include given the current situation: 
“Look at 2006. Our biggest challenge was the first two 
games. Our goalie had the flu and wasn’t able to carry us. 
We overcame it when Cam (Ward) got in there. We 
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remained the same team no matter who was in net.” This 
year’s Hurricanes have the same challenge, and look like 
they’re rising to it so far. 

• Brind’Amour had no real update on Raanta postgame but 
said he was “in good spirits.” Looks like there will be more of 
an update tomorrow. Raanta looked locked in again at the 
start of Game 2, with six saves on six shots before the 
Pastrnak collision. 

• The second period of that game could be an entire story in 
itself. The continued resilience after the Raanta injury. The 
Svechnikov hit, equal parts gigantic and clean. The growing 
legend of “Koochie.” Maybe one day, we’ll look back on it the 
way Ward and Co. looked back on their run. Just maybe. 

• Speaking of the physicality, these two games have proved, 
as Tony DeAngelo put it postgame, that the Canes “will not 
be pushed around.” Physicality has felt like a major missing 
piece of the Canes’ past few playoff runs, but it’s safe to say 
that’s no longer a concern. There were 22 penalties, 46 
penalty minutes and 78 total hits Wednesday. There were 
the aforementioned shenanigans and plenty of other post-

whistle shenanigans. The Canes managed to roll with it and 
end up on top. 

• Svechnikov had a career-high nine hits, including one of 
the most memorable checks in PNC Arena memory on 
Hampus Lindholm. 

“Obviously I like the physical part of the game, but I feel bad 
for that guy,” Svechnikov said. “It was a pretty hard hit. I was 
in a spot where I kind of had to hit it. I had time there and he 
didn’t see me. I had to do that, but obviously, I feel bad and I 
hope he’s OK.” 

• Give me fuel, give me fire, give the blankest check to Nino 
Niederreiter. Two goals on the evening, three goals in two 
playoff games, and things like this: 

Looked like Marchand was going to hit a streaking Bergeron 
into the slot for a shot, but Nino had other plans. 

Excellent effort. pic.twitter.com/eI8QIfoBpC 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 5, 2022 

• Some guy 

named Wayne has the Canes winning the Cup. 

The Great One gave his picks for the #NHLBracket 
Challenge… Submit your take before puck drop tonight at 7p 
ET!  

Beat Gretzky TNT League   https://t.co/xh4y2o03CD 
pic.twitter.com/GLPzBToeVp 

— NHL (@NHL) May 4, 2022 
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Travel Day Updates: Off To Boston 

By Walt Ruff  

BOSTON, MA. - The Carolina Hurricanes flew north to 
Boston Thursday, as the series turns from North Carolina to 
Massachusetts for the third and fourth games in the best-of-
seven series. 

Prior to their afternoon departure the team held a limited 
skate, featuring six skaters and two netminders on the ice at 
PNC Arena. The cast included Wednesday's Game Two 
scratches (Ethan Bear, Steven Lorentz and Derek Stepan), 
along with the team's line of Jordan Martinook, Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi and Martin Necas, working against Jack 
LaFontaine in net. 

At the other end of the ice, goaltending coach Paul 
Schonfelder took some shots against Antti Raanta - a 
welcomed surprise after what transpired a little over 12 hours 
prior. 

"We put him on the ice today and that was a good sign, but 
he's still not 100%, so I'm not sure on where we'll be 
tomorrow," Rod Brind'Amour said afterward. "Hopefully he'll 
be okay to get in there, but I'm not sure at this point." 

When Raanta left the ice last night during the first period with 
Head Athletic Trainer Doug Bennett, it was visible that he 
suffered a cut from the collision with David Pastrnak, but 
Brind'Amour also said that something else was bothering the 
goalie, prohibiting him from reentering the contest. The 
team's official PR statement said that Raanta would not 
return due to an upper-body injury after the first period. 

As for the other Hurricanes netminder who remains out of 
action, Frederik Andersen, the reigning Jack Adams Award 
winner offered the following when asked about him. 

"He's definitely getting closer, but until he gets on the ice, 
there's really no update," Brind'Amour shared. "We're 
rehabbing the crap out of him, but it's taking time." 

With Raanta's status in question and Andersen seemingly 
unavailable for Friday's Game Three, Pyotr Kochetkov may 
be relied upon once again. 

"He's been really good. Since the first time he stepped in net 
he's been really good, so the guys feel comfortable with 
him," Captain Jordan Staal said of the 22-year-old. "He's 
been solid. He looks great in practice; guys have a tough 
time finding the back of the net against him. He plays hard, 
he battles hard and he's a worker just like everyone else in 
that room." 

Now that the Canes won't have 18,860+ supporters behind 
him, they'll attempt to extend their series lead to 3-0 on the 

road, where they went 25-12-4 this regular season. No team 
in the NHL had more than 25 wins away from home. 

"You're going to have to win in a tough environment. A good 
team in that building is a tough matchup," Staal continued. 
"So far we've done our business at home, but at some point 
you're going to have to win on the road. It's going to be a 
different feel, but our game can't change. Most of Game One 
and almost all of Game Two I thought our game was good 
and if we play that way consistently, I think we'll find 
ourselves on the better side of the result." 

On The Other Side: 

Boston's Brad Marchand and Derek Forbert were both fined 
$5,000 by the NHL's Department of Player Safety Thursday 
for their actions in Game Two. 

Marchand's was for his slash on Kochetkov and Forbert's 
was for the high-stick against Teuvo Teravainen. 

Additionally, Bruins Head Coach Bruce Cassidy announced 
Thursday morning at his media availability that the team will 
turn to Jeremy Swayman in net for Game Three. Linus 
Ullmark allowed four goals on 24 shots in Monday's Game 
One and four goals on 29 shots in Wednesday's Game Two. 

Defenseman Hampus Lindholm will also be out after being 
on the wrong end of a thunderous hit from Andrei 
Svechnikov during Wednesday's second period. 

Stay In The Know: 

For those who still may have questions, Jack LaFontaine is 
able to be with the team as their third goalie. He did travel to 
Boston as well. 

During the Stanley Cup Playoffs teams are able to carry a 
third contracted netminder on their roster, a change from the 
regular season and the storied Emergency Backup 
Goaltender (EBUG) situations we have seen over the last 
few years, a la Jorge Alves and Dave Ayres. 

After Raanta exited the game, LaFontaine suited up for 
Carolina, but, due to EBUG rules, he's not able to be on the 
bench. 

Additionally, EBUG's are not allowed to enter the game 
unless both the starting and relieving netminders leave the 
game injured. 

Put It On The Calendar 

Thursday afternoon the NHL announced that should a Game 
Five between the Canes and Bruins be necessary, it will be 
Tuesday, May 10 at PNC Arena at 7 p.m. 
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Raanta could return for Hurricanes against Bruins in Game 3 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Antti Raanta could return for the Carolina 
Hurricanes for Game 3 of the Eastern Conference First 
Round against the Boston Bruins at TD Garden in Boston on 
Friday. 

Raanta had an on-ice workout with Carolina goalie coach 
Paul Schonfelder on Thursday, one day after he was injured 
in the first period of Game 2 on a hit by Bruins forward David 
Pastrnak when he was playing the puck outside the crease. 
Pyotr Kochetkov, a 22-year-old rookie, made 30 saves in 
relief in his Stanley Cup Playoffs debut. 

"We put [Raanta] on the ice today. It's a good sign," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He's still not 100 
percent, so I'm not sure where he will be tomorrow. Hopefully 
he will be OK to get in there. I'm not sure at this point." 

Pastrnak made contact with the goalie's left leg and head 
and was assessed a minor penalty for goaltender 
interference. Raanta was bleeding from the mouth when he 
left the ice. 

"He got a little cut," Brind'Amour said. "But something else 
was bothering him. He took his stuff off, the whole nine 
yards. He wasn't going to be able to come back. Very easy 
decision." 

The Hurricanes won Game 2 5-2 and will look to take a 3-0 
lead in the best-of-7 series on Friday (7 p.m. ET; TNT, 
SN360, TVAS2, NESN, BSSO). 

Raanta made 35 saves in his first playoff start in Game 1 on 
Monday, a 5-1 win. He is 1-0 with a 0.89 goals-against 
average and .976 save percentage in two games. 

Frederik Andersen, who played 52 regular-season games 
(51 starts) for the Hurricanes, has not played since 
sustaining a lower-body injury in a 7-4 loss to the Colorado 
Avalanche on April 16. 

"He's definitely getting closer, but until he gets the ice, 
there's really no update," Brind'Amour said. "It's not basic. … 
but it's taking time." 

Kochetkov was recalled from Chicago of the American 
Hockey League on April 18, made his NHL debut five days 
later and went 3-0-0 with a 2.42 GAA and .902 save 
percentage in three games (two starts). 

"The guys feel real comfortable with [Kochetkov]," 
Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. "He looks great in 
practice. The guys have a tough time finding the back of the 
net with him. He plays hard and battles hard, and he's a 
worker just like everyone else in that room." 

Brind'Amour credited the rest of the team for easing the 
pressure on the two first-time playoff starters. 

"Regardless of who's in the net, the guys, they have a job to 
do," he said. "They have to eliminate as many scoring 
opportunities as you can. On the flip side, we've seen 
[Kochetkov] in action and he's held up well. The guys have a 
lot of faith in him." 
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Teravainen becoming goal-scoring threat for Hurricanes in playoffs 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Teuvo Teravainen has earned his 
reputation as a playmaker over the course of his nine 
seasons in the NHL, with assists accounting for 68 percent of 
his regular-season points. 

So when the Carolina Hurricanes forward was told recently 
that he had 17 goals and 16 assists in 60 Stanley Cup 
Playoff games, he wasn't sure what to make of it. 

"I didn't know," he said. "That's kind of weird." 

Although the tilt toward goal-scoring in the playoffs is a bit of 
curiosity, it is a welcome development for Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour.  

"He has a great shot," the Hurricanes coach said. "He's a 
very gifted player. One of his gifts is he's got a great shot." 

Teravainen's most recent goal came in Carolina's 5-1 win 
against the Boston Bruins in Game 1 of the Eastern 
Conference First Round on Monday. But it was the way he 
scored that drew so much attention. On a 2-on-1, he 
received a pass across his body from Vincent Trocheck 
before sending a hard wrist shot under the crossbar.  

The Hurricanes won 5-2 in Game 2 on Wednesday and will 
try to take a 3-0 lead when the best-of-7 series shifts to 
Boston on Friday (7 p.m. ET; TNT, SN360, TVAS2, NESN, 
BSSO). 

"Playoffs are a little different," Teravainen said. "You've got 
to score and put pucks at the net. I guess that's how it 
happens sometimes." 

In Brind'Amour's four seasons as coach, he has continually 
coaxed Teravainen, who has 118 goals and 251 assists in 
526 regular-season games, to shoot more. Teravainen 
scored in each of the last two regular-season games to finish 
with 22 goals, one short of his NHL-high of 23 in 2017-18. 
That production has kept the recurring conversation to a 
minimum lately. 

"I haven't heard that in a little while, but I hear it sometimes," 
Teravainen said. 

Under Brind'Amour, Teravainen, a former Chicago 
Blackhawks first-round pick (No. 18 in 2012 NHL Draft) has 
often played on a line with Sebastian Aho. Teravainen's 
preference for playmaking has helped Aho score 129 goals 
in 285 regular-season games over the past four seasons. But 
as the playoffs approached, Brind'Amour moved Teravainen 
to the right side of Trocheck's line along with Max Domi. 

"He's got a phenomenal shot," Trocheck said. "He puts it 
right where he wants it. We need him shooting the puck as 
much as possible." 

Domi, who had 11 goals and 28 assists in 72 games with 
Carolina and the Columbus Blue Jackets this season, 
understands Teravainen's approach to the game. 

"I think both of us have been around long enough to 
understand that you just can't always pass," Domi said. 
"You've got to shoot once in a while. Especially come playoff 
time, you only get so many chances. If you're in a shooting 
area and you worked hard to get there and your teammate 
sets you up for an opportunity, you've got to make the most 
of it." 

Teravainen had three shots on goal in Carolina's 5-2 win in 
Game 2 on Wednesday. He had an assist on Aho's power-
play goal that gave the Hurricanes a 3-0 lead, and now has 
17 goals and 17 assists in 61 playoff games. 

"There's not going to be too many chances," he said. "If I see 
something, I'll probably pass, or if I see someone is open. 
But sometimes, I've just got to shoot the puck." 

For now, Brind'Amour is content to hold off on the message. 

"There's other things we've got to remind him to do," he said. 
"But when he's on, playing to his capabilities, he's as good 
as anybody." 
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Playoff physicality creeps into crease to impact goaltenders 

By Aaron Beard 

The physicality of the NHL playoffs is creeping into the 
crease. 

There has already been a huge goal disallowed due to 
goaltender interference, a starting goalie was knocked out of 
a game after taking a shot to the head and one rookie 
netminder confronted an opposing star forward over 
unwanted contact. 

“I think definitely when the puck’s there and you’re trying to 
score goals, guys are going to the net, that’s how you score 
goals,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. 
“There’s going to be that. I’m assuming you’re going to see 
more of that kind of stuff.  

“It’s the other stuff that you’re probably trying to not have in 
the game — the extra stuff with the contact with the goalies. 
But it’s playoff hockey and there’s a lot of emotion and 
certainly a lot of physical element to it.” 

Players generally aren’t allowed to make contact with a 
goaltender, particularly as the goaltender attempts to move 
within the crease to stop a puck in play. That can lead to 
officials calling goaltender interference, which can result in a 
2-minute minor penalty or a disallowed goal. 

Still, there’s a degree of subjectivity when it comes to 
deciding deciding what is permitted as “incidental” and how 
much contact is too much. 

Throw in the fact that offenses are rolling with aggressive 
play — especially when it comes to getting traffic in front of 
the net for “dirty” goals like deflections or rebounds — and 
it’s easy to see why goaltenders are being bumped and 
jostled. 

Brind’Amour has seen it up close entering Friday’s trip to 
Boston. Already down No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen 
due to injury, the Hurricanes lost starter Antti Raanta in the 
first period of Wednesday’s Game 2 win after the Bruins’ 
David Pastrnak struck him in the head with a gloved hand. 

Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov came on and had 30 saves, though 
he ended up in a brief confrontation after Brad Marchand 
crosschecked him from behind as he kept the puck in play. 

The goaltender objected with a jab of his stick, then his own 
shove after the play. Marchand responded by swinging his 
stick to hit Kochetkov as both ended up drawing penalties.  

Brind’Amour said it “can’t get any more obvious” the Bruins 
are targeting his goaltenders. The NHL fined Marchand 
$5,000 on Thursday for the slash. 

The issue emerged in a critical moment during the 
Pittsburgh-New York Rangers series opener, too.  

Tied late in the third period, the Rangers’ Kaapo Kakko 
collided with Penguins goalie Casey DeSmith — while being 
pushed by defenseman Brian Dumoulin — with enough force 
to knock DeSmith fully outside the crease. Kakko sent the 
puck to Filip Chytil for the easy finish, though the goal was 
overturned upon review for interference. 

The Penguins went on to win in triple overtime, led by 
backup goaltender Louis Domingue taking over for an injured 
DeSmith in the second OT. 

“It feels like goaltender interference this year has been a big 
question mark,” Minnesota Wild right wing Marcus Foligno 
said. “We’ve just got to make sure we take any of that gray 
area away by just doing our job and making sure we’re not in 
the crease and that blue-paint area.” 

HURRICANES at BRUINS, Carolina leads series 2-0 (7 p.m. 
EDT, TNT) 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said Thursday the team won’t 
have defenseman Hampus Lindholm. He was knocked from 
Wednesday’s game in the second period on Andrei 
Svechnikov’s jarring shoulder-to-chest blast, which left him 
wobbly as he was helped to the locker room. 

Additionally, Cassidy plans to give goaltender Jeremy 
Swayman his first postseason start after Linus Ullmark 
allowed four goals in each of the Game 1 and 2 losses. 

MAPLE LEAFS at LIGHTNING, series tied 1-1 (7:30 p.m. 
EDT, TBS) 

The two-time reigning Stanley Cup champion Lightning won 
Game 2 to improve to 16-0 in outings following a playoff loss 
over the past three postseasons.  

Now it’s Toronto’s time to respond. 

“When our team has been challenged, we’ve responded very 
well. So, we know what we’re in for now,” Maple Leafs coach 
Sheldon Keefe said Thursday. 

Tampa Bay, which has won eight consecutive playoff series, 
hasn’t lost back-to-back postseason games since being 
swept by the Columbus Blue Jackets in the 2019 opening 
round. 

“We knew it was going to be a long, tough series,” Tampa 
Bay forward Alex Killorn said. “You want to remain even keel 
throughout a series. I think that comes with, obviously, our 
experience.” 

WILD at BLUES, series tied 1-1 (9:30 p.m. EDT, TNT) 

The Blues return home dealing with some defensive 
discomfort.  
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Robert Bortuzzo took a puck to the face and departed the 
Game 2 loss in the first period. Nick Leddy was held out of 
Game 2 with an upper-body injury he suffered and played 
through in Game 1. Marco Scandella has yet to play with a 
lower-body injury. 

Coach Craig Berube said Thursday he didn’t have an update 
on any of the injured defensemen, though he indicated 
Bortuzzo dodged a more serious outcome. 

“Real tough play. Glad he came out of it all right. Not too 
hurt, you know what I mean? That could have been 
dangerous,” Berube said. 

The Wild will try to win in St. Louis for the first time since 
Nov. 11, 2018.  

OILERS at KINGS, series tied 1-1 (10 p.m. EDT, TBS) 

Edmonton has the clear edge on the power play so far. The 
Oilers are 4 of 8 through two games, scoring a pair of goals 
with the man advantage in each. 

By comparison, the Kings have come up empty on all eight 
of their power plays through two games. And going back into 
the regular season, Los Angeles has converted on 3 of 36 
power plays (8.3%) in its last 12 games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes bring 2-0 lead into game 3 against the Bruins 

Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Boston Bruins (51-26-5, fourth in the Atlantic 
Division) 

Boston; Friday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Bruins -131, Hurricanes 
+110; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Hurricanes lead series 2-0 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the Boston 
Bruins in the first round of the NHL Playoffs with a 2-0 lead in 
the series. The teams meet Wednesday for the sixth time 
this season. The Hurricanes won 5-2 in the previous 
meeting. Sebastian Aho led the Hurricanes with two goals. 

Boston has a 51-26-5 record overall and a 22-14-2 record in 
home games. The Bruins are 13-7-0 when they commit 
fewer penalties than their opponent. 

Carolina has a 22-12-4 record on the road and a 54-20-8 
record overall. The Hurricanes are 40-3-6 when scoring at 
least three goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Brad Marchand has 32 goals and 47 
assists for the Bruins. Patrice Bergeron has scored seven 
goals with four assists over the last 10 games. 

Aho has 37 goals and 44 assists for the Hurricanes. Nino 
Niederreiter has five goals and three assists over the past 10 
games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Bruins: 6-4-0, averaging 2.7 goals, 4.1 
assists, 4.7 penalties and 10.6 penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.4 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 4.1 goals, 6.8 assists, 4.3 
penalties and 9.7 penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Bruins: Jakub Zboril: out (lower body), Hampus 
Lindholm: day to day (upper body). 

Hurricanes: Frederik Andersen: day to day (undisclosed), 
Antti Raanta: day to day (upper body), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back). 
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Brind'Amour: 'Obvious' Bruins are targeting Hurricanes goaltenders 

Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour isn't giving 
the Boston Bruins the benefit of the doubt when it comes to 
their play around his team's goaltenders. 

Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour isn't giving 
the Boston Bruins the benefit of the doubt when it comes to 
their play around his team's goaltenders. 

Starting in place of the injured Frederik Andersen, 
Hurricanes goaltender Antti Raanta was forced to leave 
Wednesday's 5-2 Game 2 win in the first period after a 
collision with Bruins’ winger David Pastrnak. Pastrnak struck 
the Raanta in the head with a gloved hand as he tried to 
skate past him, leaving the Hurricanes goaltender bleeding 
from the mouth.  

While Boston head coach Bruce Cassidy called it “a freak 
play,” Brind'Amour said he felt differently when asked 
whether he believed the Bruins were intentionally targeting 
his goaltenders. 

"Well, what do you think? Can't get any more obvious,” 
Brind'Amour replied. 

“His foot caught his pad, he's trying to block the clear but get 
out of the way,” Cassidy explained. “I don't think there was 
any intent there at all.” 

Rookie Pyotr Kochetkov stepped in for Raanta, recording 30 
saves on 32 shots in his playoff debut, which included a run-
in with Brad Marchand in the second period. 

With the Hurricanes leading 3-1, Marchand 
shoved Kochetkov from behind as he tried to play a 
puck. The goaltender responded with a jab of his stick, then 
his own shove as the play was whistled dead 
before Marchand fired back by swinging his stick and striking 
Kochetkov in the right arm. Both players received minor 
penalties for slashing on the play, with  

serving for Kochetkov. 

The bad blood appears to be building between the two teams 
as the Hurricanes take a 2-0 lead to Boston, after a heated 
Game 2 that also included a hard hit by Carolina’s Andrei 
Svechnikov that forced Bruins defenceman Hampus 
Lindholm out of the game in the second period.  

Svechnikov leveled Lindholm as he skated with the puck 
from behind the Boston net, leaving the Bruins defender 
struggling to keep his feet and as he was escorted to the 
locker room. 

Cassidy said he thought Svechnikov's hit was “on time 
certainly but it looked high.” Brind'Amour pointed back 
to Pastrnak's hit on Raanta when asked about the collision. 

“You never want to see guys get hurt,” Brind'Amour said. “I 
don't like seeing our goalie get taken out either. But one was 
legal, one was not, if you really want to break it down.” 

Game 3 will take place Friday night in Boston. 
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The Wraparound: Goaltending not the problem for Bruins vs. Hurricanes 

By Adam Gretz  

The Boston Bruins will have a couple of changes to their 
Game 3 lineup on Friday when they try to get on the board in 
their First Round series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 
Some of those changes will be by necessity (Hampus 
Lindholm‘s injury taking him out of the lineup). Others will be 
strategic in an effort to change something about what has 
been, so far, a one-sided season-long matchup. 

The main change in the latter category will be a goalie switch 
that will see Jeremy Swayman replace Linus Ullmark in net. 

Ullmark started the first two games of the series, allowing 
eight goals on 57 shots (an .860 save percentage) in his first 
career playoff action. It was a split net during the regular 
season with Ullmark and Swayman splitting the playing time 
nearly 50-50 (with nearly identical results) but it was Ullmark 
that got the start when the playoffs began and it has taken 
then just two games to try something new. 

Switching goalies is the obvious and easy change at this 
point, but the Bruins’ problems in this series run far deeper 
than who is in goal. 

Ullmark has not been great through the first two games, but 
he is hardly the reason the Bruins are returning home and 
facing a 2-0 series deficit. The team in front of him, quite 
frankly, has been awful and is still unable to solve anything 
the Hurricanes are doing against them this season. 

In five head-to-head meetings this season (regular season 
and playoffs) the Bruins are 0-5, been outscored by a 4-26 
margin, have never been closer than three goals in any final 
score, and so far in the series have been an undisciplined 
mess that takes too many reckless and needless penalties. 
Add in a dreadful power play unit (one that has been dreadful 
against everybody lately, not just Carolina) and you have the 
perfect storm for a one-sided series. 

Sure, maybe a goalie switch can spark something, but the 
clear problem for the Bruins here just seems to be the simple 
fact that Carolina looks like a better hockey team. They are 
faster, better offensively, every bit their equal defensively, 
and, quite shockingly, are more physical than the Big Bad 
Bruins. It is why Boston has just four goals against the 
Hurricanes in five games this season and why they generate 
fewer chances and expected goals against the Hurricanes 
than they do against the rest of the league (and they allow so 
many more against Carolina). 

If the Bruins can not figure out a way to solve Carolina’s 
speed advantage and rock-solid defense, the goalie change 

is going to be nothing more than putting new tires on a car 
that has no engine. 

The best chance for Boston to make this is a series might 
actually be Carolina’s goaltending situation. If Frederik 
Andersen and Antti Raanta are not ready for Game 3 the 
Hurricanes could be relying on third string goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov who has just four games of NHL experience. He 
stopped 30 of 32 shots against the Bruins after replacing the 
injured Raanta in the Hurricanes’ Game 2 win. 

NHL PLAYOFF GAMES TODAY 

Carolina Hurricanes at Boston Bruins, 7 p.m. ET — TNT 
(CAR leads 2-0): It is not technically a must-win game for the 
Bruins, but they can not afford a 3-0 deficit in this series and 
a sixth consecutive loss to the Hurricanes. Carolina has a 
26-4 goal advantage in the five games this season and looks 
to be in complete control of this series. The biggest question 
for them is which goalie will start. Yes, that is a big question, 
but with the way this series is going it might not matter much. 
The Bruins need to do a better job keeping their composure 
and staying out of the penalty box. Scoring on the power play 
might be beneficial as well. 

Toronto Maple Leafs at Tampa Bay Lightning, 7:30 p.m. ET 
— TBS (Series tied 1-1): These next two games will go a 
long way toward telling us if this Toronto Maple Leafs team is 
different than the past five Toronto Maple Leafs teams that 
could not get out of the First Round. They had one dominant 
win to open the series, did not seize momentum in the 
second game, and have now lost home-ice advantage as the 
series shifts back to Tampa Bay. If they can get a split in 
these next two games against the defending back-to-back 
Stanley Cup champions, then they will be in a good position 
going back to Toronto for a pivotal Game 5 in the series. But 
if they lose these next two games? It is going to be a real 
problem for them. They look faster and more skilled than 
Tampa Bay through two games, but that has been the case 
in a lot of their recent playoff series’. They also have to be 
more disciplined and now allow Tampa Bay’s special teams 
to take over. 

St. Louis Blues at Minnesota Wild , 9:30 p.m. ET — TNT 
(Series tied 1-1): There have been two games in this series 
and two lopsided results in each direction. After losing 4-0 in 
Game 1, the Wild offense erupted early in Game 2 to power 
them to a 6-2 win thanks in large part to a Kirill Kaprizov hat 
trick. In other words, it is tough to get a feel for how this 
series is going to go right now as the teams have exchanged 
equal punches in the first two games. You still have to like 
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Minnesota’s goalie edge in this series, but the Blues offense 
is capable of erupting at any moment. 

Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers, 10 p.m. ET — TBS 
(Series tied 1-1): On paper the Oilers are the more talented 
team, and that was on display in their 6-0 Game 2 win on 
Wednesday night. The Oilers badly needed that game 
because if they had lost the first two games of the series, at 
home, to a heavy underdog the walls would have been falling 
in around them. They have the most pressure here not only 
because they are the better team on paper, but with Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl on the roster there is an 
expectation that they should be Stanley Cup contenders right 
now. The Kings are ahead of schedule in their rebuild and 
playing with house money at this point. Having said that, the 

Kings are no pushover and no joke defensively, while their 
center depth of Anze Kopitar, Phillip Danault, and Quinton 
Byfield is going to give them a chance. Edmonton is going to 
need more of the Mike Smith they saw in Game 2 and less of 
the Mike Smith they saw in Game 1 of the series. 

SATURDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 3: Florida Panthers vs. Washington Capitals, 1 p.m. 
ET — ESPN (Series tied 1-1 ) 
Game 3: Colorado Avalanche vs. Nashville Predators, 4:30 
p.m. ET — TNT (COL leads 2-0) 
Game 3: Pittsburgh Penguins vs. New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 
ET — TNT (Series tied 1-1) 
Game 3: Dallas Stars vs. Calgary Flames, 9:30  
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The Carolina Hurricanes Look Ready 

By Mike Stephens 

Different year; same story. The narrative beats are there.  

The Carolina Hurricanes charge into the postseason on the 
back of a cavernously deep roster meticulously crafted to 
display equal measures of skill, flash, and grit, only to watch 
their goaltending crumble with injuries or poor play at the 
exact moment they need them, ultimately rendering their 
efforts fruitless.  

History seemed ready to repeat itself once again this year. 
The Hurricanes, fresh off heartbreaking defeats, had 
seemingly remedied their Achilles' heel in net, signing two 
former starters with something to prove in Frederik Andersen 
and Antti Raanta before sitting back as the former rewarded 
them with a Vezina-calibre performance.  

Andersen's late-season injury was a hard pill to swallow for 
the Hurricanes, especially given how close it came to the 
playoffs, but it wasn't the devastating blow it otherwise 
would've been in years past.  

The team did have Raanta, after all. And the 32-year-old's 
track record and career .919 save percentage offered solace 
in his ability to handle the load until Andersen returned.  

Then David Pastrnak crashed into him on Wednesday night, 
and the Hurricanes went from having an enviable veteran 
goaltending tandem to a 22-year-old rookie in Pytor 
Kochetkov.  

And yet, miraculously, it doesn't matter.  

The Hurricanes have absolutely curb-stomped the Boston 
Bruins through the first two games of their first-round series 
thus far, controlling the action at both ends of the ice while 
out-scoring their opponent 10-3 and looking as if they haven't 
missed a beat despite losing every NHL goaltender on their 
roster.  

Sure, facing an out-matched and clearly banged-up Bruins 
squad might make these speed bumps a tad softer. But the 
Hurricanes have overcome their usual flaws with tight 
defense and a focused attack, pushing Boston's shooters to 
either the outside or the top of the crease while continually 
setting up shop in Linus Ullmark's kitchen at the other end.  

Even when score effects kicked in at the end of both Games 
1 and 2 and tilted the ice in the Bruins' favor, goaltending, as 
it so often failed to in recent years, rose to the occasion. 
Raanta stopped 41 of the 42 shots he faced before the 
Pastrnak collision, with Kochetkov, who began his relief 

appearance with two career starts under belt, proceeded to 
turn aside 30 of the next 32.  

Despite their horrid injury luck, it's hard not to look at the 
Hurricanes as a team for which everything is going right.  

The big guns have shown up when needed, with Neidereiter, 
Aho, Trochek, and Svechnikov all at a point-per-game or 
better at the moment. But it's Carolina's depth that has truly 
pushed the Bruins to the brink so early.  

While Boston came out swinging in Game 2, and the officials 
effectively rendered even-strength meaningless by dolling 
out 14 combined power plays, Game 1 served as a clinic for 
the Hurricanes' bottom-six might, with Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
and Jordin Martinook in particular posting ridiculous 90.93 
and 89.91 percent expected goal shares, respectively, in 
roughly 12 minutes each of five-on-five usage.  

That, of course, is amazing. And controlling nearly 100 
percent of the possession for one-sixth of the game is 
undoubtedly going to impact the final result, seemingly 
having dealt a blow to the Bruins that they are unable to 
counter.  

This depth is what has made the 2022 Hurricanes so 
different.  

It's been the additions of Kotkaniemi and Max Domi via 
trades that didn't surrender any notable roster pieces, the 
promotion of super-prospect Seth Jarvis, and the luxury to let 
Neidereiter and Necas feast in bottom-six roles against 
inferior competition that has given these Canes a unique 
edge.  

The Bruins, one of the postseason's more top-heavy teams, 
don't have an answer. And when the likes of Pastrnak, Brad 
Marchand, and Patrice Bergeron are going toe-to-toe with 
pairings led by Jacob Slavin and Brett Pesce, two of the best 
pure shutdown defenders in the league, the role players can 
go to town on an inferior Bruins supporting cast.  

And they have, leaving the Bruins in a two-game hole as the 
series shifts to Boston.  

Andersen's status will be the most pressing development to 
track as Carolina's playoff run goes deeper and deeper. His 
return is undoubtedly crucial despite the results so far. But 
this year's roster has the tools to paint over the flaws that 
would have sunk them previously.  

The Hurricanes look ready. And so far, they've acted like it.  
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About Last Night: Canes dominate at home, head to Boston up 2-0 

By Talia Goodman  

The Carolina Hurricanes blew past the Boston Bruins in a 5-
2 win Wednesday night, taking a 2-0 series advantage as 
things ship up to Boston.  

About last night: 

Penalties  

22 penalties, 9 roughing calls, 2 injuries, but the Canes took 
game two.  

There were 22 combined penalties in this game, and at one 
point, four Bruins squished in one penalty box. Sure, we 
knew there was animosity between these two teams. There’s 
the smell of revenge looming over this series.  

But the gloves were off at every possible opportunity, and the 
physicality of these two teams has altered the game.  

“Like I said all year, whatever way the game goes I think 
we’re pretty capable of playing it,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “If 
it’s a physical game, I think we have plenty of guys who can 
do that. If it’s a skill game, I think we’re pretty capable of 
doing that, too. It was a hard-fought game again. Everybody 
is playing their behinds off, so far for us it’s been good.” 

Andrei Svechnikov was a hit machine last night, recording 
nine hits in total. He did rock Hampus Lindholm which led to 
an injury, but it was a clean hit and treated as so.  

“He’s a power forward,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s his game. 
To be effective, that’s kind of how he has to play. You never 
want to see guys get hurt. I don’t like seeing our goalie get 
taken out, either. But one was legal and one was not, if you 
really want to break it down. Svech has gotten so much 
better at doing it within the way you are supposed to do it in 
the last year or year and a half.” 

The kid comes in  

After Antti Raanta suffered an injury following a David 
Pastrnak collision, Pyotr Kochetkov was the only option left 
to head between the pipes. Canes starting netminder 
Frederik Andersen remains out with an injury, so the kid had 
to come in and take over. It was just his fourth NHL game 
and first Stanley Cup playoff appearance.  

“We’ve got faith in the kid,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ve seen 
him. It’s not like we’re throwing him in and going ‘we don’t 
know what we have.’ We’ve seen him. The guys responded 
with the way they played in front of him, but he responded 
with the way he played. There’s a lot of faith in that group 
with our goalie.” 

He allowed just two goals last night on 32 shots, for a .938 
save percentage. He became the fourth goaltender ever to 
win their Canes/Whalers playoff debut by making 30 or more 
saves, joining Mike Liut, James Reimer and Antti Raanta.  

“I had full confidence that he was going to clutch that out like 
he had been doing at the end of the season,” said Sebastian 
Aho. “Just a great goalie. Makes clutch saves and you really 
want to work hard for a guy like that. He’s always willing and 
moving. Works hard in the practice, so I wasn’t surprised that 
he came through in the clutch again.” 

Raanta updates 

Antti Raanta did not return to the game last night after 
suffering a blow to the head from Bruins’ David Pastrnak. He 
had made all six saves that were sent his way at the time. 
Pastrnak received a minor for goaltender interference, but 
there were debates about the nature of the hit. Raanta did 
not enter concussion protocol, but there’s not much to know 
so far. 

“I’ll know more in a little while,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously 
he didn’t come back, so that’s not a good sign. But he was in 
good spirits after the game. I think tomorrow will tell a little 
more.” 

When Svechnikov spoke to the media, he said that he thinks 
Raanta is good and that he looked good when he saw him.  

Setbacks in the first only helped  

The first period was a perfect illustration of playoff hockey. 
Despite the injury to Raanta, the Canes fought back. It was a 
fast-paced, physical period where the Canes were able to 
score two goals.  

“We’re not going to get pushed around, I guarantee you 
that,” said Tony DeAngelo. 

Jesper Fast attempted to eliminate Kochetkov’s worries soon 
after he entered the ice. Jordan Staal found Fast with a great 
pass, and he was able to capitalize, giving the Canes the first 
lead of the night. 

Luckily, they never gave up that lead. It was Aho who further 
stretched the lead, with a tip-in from a DeAngelo shot that we 
all expect. DeAngelo ended the game with three assists, 
continuing to prove that he fits like a glove on this Carolina 
squad.  

Special teamers succeeded  

As the second period began, the Canes were on a power 
play. For the first time in a long time, the man-advantage 
looked good and was able to produce. It was Aho again, just 
a minute into the period that knocked a shot in from the point 
to give the Canes a 3-0 lead and Kochetkov a nice padding 
to fall back on, if necessary.  

From that point forward, seemingly everyone was always on 
a power play throughout the whole period. The Bruins struck 
next, scoring on the man-advantage, but the Canes returned 
the favor as Niederreiter scored his first of the night.  
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The power play was mighty impressive, and if it can continue 
to be so, it can be a dangerous weapon.  

How it ended 

There was a moment of scare as Patrice Bergeron knocked 
in his second of the night to make it 4-2. The Canes were on 
the kill and the Bruins pulled their goalie fairly early. It was 6-
on-4 madness, but the Canes were able to overcome it.  

“Trust would be the word,” Aho said. “Trust the system. Trust 
your linemate. Trust your teammate. Trust everything. That 
gives you confidence to go and do your own thing. Like I 
said, a lot happened today. It would have been easy to go off 
the rails and start doing stuff you don’t need to do. I think we 
did a pretty good job of keeping going.” 

Niederreiter scored his second of the night, courtesy of a late 
empty-netter to secure the win. It was a rough, physical 
game with a few injuries to speak of, but the Canes are 
traveling to Boston undefeated thus far.  

What’s next? 

The Canes take on the Bruins at TD Garden on Friday night, 
as they look to gain a 3-0 lead in the series. The game is at 
7pm ET on TNT.  

The goalie situation continues to be the topic of interest. Will 
Antti Raanta be healthy? Will Freddie be healthy? Or will 
Kochetkov have another opportunity to prove himself? 

 

  

 

 

Wolves add Seeley 

The Chicago Wolves announced Thursday they have 
received defenseman Ronan Seeley on loan from the 
Carolina Hurricanes (NHL) as the AHL’s top regular-season 
team continues to prepare for the Calder Cup Playoffs. 

The 19-year-old Seeley just wrapped up his fourth season 
with the Western Hockey League’s Everett Silvertips. Seeley 
served as Everett’s captain and posted 11 goals and 33 
assists in 52 games this year for a squad that claimed the 
U.S. Division title. He also posted 2 assists in two games for 
Canada in the U20 World Junior Championship before the 
tournament was canceled due to COVID. The Yellowknife, 
Northwest Territories, native was selected by the Carolina 
Hurricanes in the seventh round of the 2020 NHL Entry Draft 
and signed a three-year, two-way contract on Sept. 24, 2021. 

Seeley joins a loaded Wolves team that finished with the 
AHL’s best regular-season points percentage (.724) to earn 
the Macgregor Kilpatrick Trophy and claim home-ice 
advantage throughout the postseason. Chicago owns a first-
round bye in the Calder Cup Playoffs and awaits the winner 
of the best-of-3 series between the Rockford IceHogs and 
Texas Stars that the IceHogs lead 1-0. 

Regardless of their opponent in next week’s Central Division 
Semifinals, the Wolves know they will host a playoff game at 
7 p.m. on Saturday, May 14, at Allstate Arena. To purchase 
tickets specifically for that date, click here. To find the latest 
information on the Calder Cup Playoffs and the best ticket 
deals, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Antti Raanta leaves Hurricanes-Bruins game bloodied after ‘obvious’ targeted hit  

By Justin Tasch  

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has no doubt Bruins 
forward David Pastrnak intentionally hit Carolina goalie Antti 
Raanta, the former Ranger who left bloodied in the first 
period Wednesday night and didn’t return to his team’s 5-2 
victory. 

“What do you think? It can’t get more obvious,” Brind’Amour, 
whose team holds a 2-0 series lead, said when asked if he 
felt Raanta was targeted. 

David Pastrnak is ultimately given a 2-minute penalty for 
goaltender interference on Antti Raanta, who has left the ice.  

Pastrnak hit Raanta in the head, and the goaltender had 
blood in his mouth as a result. Pastrnak received a two-
minute interference penalty. Rookie third-stringer Pyotr 
Kochetkov replaced Raanta, who started the first two games 

of the series with Frederik Andersen recovering from a lower-
body injury. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy predictably didn’t think Pastrnak 
did anything egregious, telling reporters Pastrnak’s foot 
caught Raanta’s pad. 

Boston didn’t come out of the game unscathed, though, as 
defenseman Hampus Lindholm left with an upper-body injury 
after a huge hit by Andrei Svechnikov. Cassidy said 
Lindholm is “not doing well.” 

Andrei Svechnikov just absolutely rocked Hampus Lindholm. 
Hate to see a guy injured, but that looks totally clean to me. 
pic.twitter.com/y1Cm7AcgSl 

The series could get even more chippy as the Bruins get 
desperate to climb out of an 0-2 hole, with Game 3 in Boston 
set for Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261117447.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/article261104532.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261113867.html  

https://theathletic.com/3296335/2022/05/06/nhl-best-bets-playoffs-odds/ 
https://theathletic.com/3288263/2022/05/05/carolina-hurricanes-playoffs-letters-from-2006-champions/ 

https://theathletic.com/3294007/2022/05/05/carolina-hurricanes-game-2-pyotr-kochetkov/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/travel-day-updates-off-to-boston/c-333793334 

https://www.nhl.com/news/maple-leafs-need-to-push-back-vs-lightning-in-game-3-matthews-says/c-333795274 
https://www.nhl.com/news/teuvo-teravainen-becoming-goal-scoring-threat-for-carolina/c-333785534 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-minnesota-wild-carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-7838c3f0a4e3db2cdea8b2c5894e0391 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-boston-carolina-hurricanes-bruins-80e2561f304e4361b2d8f08e19898abe 

https://www.tsn.ca/rod-brind-amour-carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-1.1795502  
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/06/nhl-playoffs-the-wraparound-goaltending-not-the-problem-for-boston-bruins-vs-carolina-hurricanes/ 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/the-carolina-hurricanes-look-ready 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/5/23058314/about-last-night-canes-dominate-at-home-head-to-boston-up-2-0 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/05/wolves-add-seeley/ 
https://nypost.com/2022/05/05/nhl-playoffs-raanta-leaves-bloodied-after-obvious-targeting/ 
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Centennial Authority votes to move forward with PNC Arena upgrades 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED MAY 05, 2022 3:55 PM 

 

PNC Arena is empty and unable to host events Thursday, April 2, 2020 
as social distancing and stay at home orders are in effect during the 
coronavirus pandemic. TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com 

Three days after NHL commissioner Gary Bettman underlined the 
importance of upgrades in and around PNC Arena to both the Carolina 
Hurricanes and the league, the Centennial Authority voted unanimously 
in a special board meeting Thursday to extend and expand existing 
relationships with consultants on both fronts, restarting a long-stalled 
process. 

“We have an opportunity to take this facility in a completely different 
direction,” chairman Philip Isley told Centennial Authority members 
Thursday. 

The authority, the government-appointed board that oversees the arena 
on behalf of Raleigh, Wake County and the state, will ask HOK and Ratio 
to update the arena enhancement plan prepared in 2019 for current 
arena trends and construction costs and prepare a menu of possible 
upgrades at various cost levels for the city and county to approve at 
some point next year. Three years ago, the authority was looking at a 
$200 million package of upgrades; that price will certainly be higher now. 

Meanwhile, CAA Icon, which advised the authority on negotiations over 
last year’s arena lease extension with Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon, 
will be further employed to develop a master plan for development inside 
and outside the arena, a project Dundon has declared his intention to 
pursue. 

“Either would have been fine,” Isley told The News & Observer afterward. 
“Having both is great because we now can say we’re moving forward on 
both the enhancements and whatever the vision will be out there. I’m 
pleased we’re moving forward. We’ve certainly been given marching 
orders from the city and county and these enhancements need to 
happen. They need to see something sooner rather than later.” 

Isley opened the meeting by noting that he and authority executive 
director Jeff Merritt had been recently advised by the city and county that 
there was no interest in pursuing a downtown Raleigh arena and that it 
was time to bring an improvement plan forward for the 23-year-old arena. 

That, combined with Bettman’s pointed remarks to a select group of 
authority members before Game 1 of the Hurricanes’ first-round playoff 
series against the Boston Bruins, jump-started the process and provoked 
Thursday’s meeting. 

Dundon and the Hurricanes extended the team’s lease at PNC through 
2029 during the pandemic, an interim arrangement designed to buy time 
to renovate the arena and allow Dundon to begin the process of building 
around it. Whatever package of enhancements the authority, city and 

county choose will be predicated on a longer-term lease, and the team’s 
interest in that will be predicated on Dundon’s ability to develop the land. 

“Just glad to see that they have plans to move forward with both 
enhancements of the arena and development of the property,” 
Hurricanes president and general manager Don Waddell said in a text 
message to The N&O. 
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Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta skated Thursday, but Game 3 status still 
up in the air 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER UPDATED MAY 05, 2022 3:54 PM 

 

RALEIGH-Antti Raanta returned to the ice Thursday afternoon for a brief 
off-day skating session before the Carolina Hurricanes flew out to Boston 
ahead of Game 3 of the Stanley Cup playoffs, working with goaltending 
coach Paul Shonfelder away from the rest of the players who were 
skating. 

That was the good news. 

What isn’t immediately clear is whether Raanta — who was forced to 
leave Game 2 Wednesday after a collision with Bruins forward David 
Pastrnak — will be available for Game 3. 

“We put him on the ice today, that’s a good sign,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He’s still not 100 percent, so I’m not sure where we’ll be tomorrow, but 
hopefully he’ll be OK.” 

Less than 10 minutes into the first period Wednesday, Raanta played the 
puck to his left, and Pastrnak shifted to avoid the clearing attempt. In 
doing so, he lunged his arms forward and clipped Raanta in the helmet, 
twisting it — and Raanta’s head — hard to the left. The Canes’ goalie 
crumbled to the ice. Pastrnak was initially assessed a five-minute 
penalty, but upon video review was ultimately given a 2-minute minor. 

Raanta, meanwhile, left the ice pretty quickly, under his own power. He 
was bleeding from the mouth. 

“He got a little cut, but something else was bothering him,” Brind’Amour 
said. “At least he was out there today.” 

The coach did not elaborate on what “something else” might be, but he 
reiterated that there was no chance he was going to return to the game. 

“That was easy,” Brind’Amour said. “He took his stuff off.” 

In came Pyotr Kochetkov. All the young Russian netminder did was stop 
30 of the 32 shots he saw to preserve the win for the Canes, a 5-2 victory 
that gave Carolina a 2-0 series lead after a pair of home games. 

Brind’Amour said Thursday the team didn’t try to play any differently in 
front of Kochetkov than they had for Raanta, reiterating the team’s trust 
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in a keeper who’s played in four NHL games, and started only two of 
those. 

“It doesn’t matter who’s in there, if you’re not playing well in front of the 
goalie, it’s going to be tough. Regardless of who’s in the net, the guys, 
they have a job to do: Try to limit as many scoring opportunities as you 
can. On the flip side of it, it’s nice to know that we’ve seen this kid in 
action, and he’s held up well. The guys have a lot of faith in him.” 

Staal echoed his coach’s words. 

“I think he’s looked really good,” Staal said. “Since the first time he got in 
the net, he’s looked really good. The guys feel comfortable with him. He’s 
looked good in practice, the guys have had a hard time finding the net 
with him. He battles hard. He works hard like everyone else in our room.” 

As for that “other” Hurricanes goalie, Frederik Andersen – the team’s top 
netminder all season – still hasn’t skated since his injury on April 16. 

“I haven’t even seen him today, he’s definitely getting closer,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But until he gets to the ice, there’s really no update.” 

KOCHETKOV HOLDS HIS OWN; MARCHAND FINED 

Brind’Amour wasn’t exactly pleased that Kochetkov got into a stick-
swinging contest with noted Bruins pest Brad Marchand, noting that he 
needed his keeper to stop pucks and stay healthy. But, he said, “boys will 
be boys.” 

One boy had to pay a little deeper for the altercation. 

Thursday, the NHL announced that Marchand has been fined $5,000 for 
slashing Kochetkov after the two exchanged shoves, and the Marchand 
slashed at Kochetkov’s midsection as officials came in to break things 
up. That happened at 17:52 of the second period. Marchand was 
assessed a minor penalty for slashing on the play. 

Also fined Thursday by the NHL was Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort, 
who was also asked to pay $5,000 for high-sticking Hurricanes forward 
Teuvo Teravainen at 2:53 of the third period, while killing a power play. 
Forbort was assessed a double-minor penalty for high-sticking. 

MATCHING UP 

The Hurricanes held serve in Games 1 and 2 at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
scoring five goals in each of the games to take what appears to be a 
commanding 2-0 series lead. 

Not so fast. 

The Hurricanes are a better team at home, the statistics bear that out. 
But so are the Bruins. And for all of Boston’s scoring woes against 
Carolina this season (the count is up to 26-4 in favor of the Canes), a 
home playoff crowd can provide a mental boost. 

It also helps to have the final change before faceoffs as the home team. 

The Canes played the matchups they wanted for the first two games, 
sending Jordan Staal’s line over the boards to combat Patrice Bergeron, 
Brad Marchand and Jake DeBrusk (and Pastrnak, when Bruins’s coach 
Bruce Cassidy made the swap). 

They won’t have that choice in Games 3 and 4. But does that matter? 

“It definitely can be a big advantage or disadvantage, depending on how 
you’re looking at it,” Brind’Amour said. “We’ll make that adjustment if we 
need to. But again, when you get to this point of the season, most teams 
are pretty deep. Matchups are a big part of it, but you trust your guys.” 

HOSTILE ENVIRONMENT 

The other nice part of playing at home is feeding off the energy from the 
home fans. The Canes often bill PNC as the “loudest house in the NHL.” 

The Garden in Boston isn;t much quieter, and will certainly not be as 
friendly toward the Hurricanes. 

“They have a good team, and in that building, it’s going to be a tough 
matchup,” Staal said. “We’ve so far done our business at home, but at 
some point you have to win on the road. It’s going to be a different feel, 
but our gane can’t change from most of Game 1 and all of Game 2. I 
thought our game was good, and if we play that way consistently, we’ll 
come out on the better side of the end result.” 

GRINDING OUT THE OFFENSE 

Known primarily as one of the better checking lines in the NHL, Staal and 
wingers Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter were a big part of the offense 
in Game 2, as well. 

“Our line’s been pretty solid, especially the second half of the season, 
creating offense,” Staal said. “I have two wingers who know how to put 
the puck in the net and are willing to work and help create offensive 
chances. We focus on that and playing against some of the best players 
in the world. We want to play in their end, create as many offensive 
chances as we can.” 

Niederreiter had two goals in Game 2, including one on a power play, 
and another on a perfect crossing feed. 

“We try to do the grinding stuff, “but we have those two guys who have 
some skill, and when the time is right, where there are opportunities, we 
try to take them.” 
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By any name — Pyotr, Peter — fiery Hurricanes goalie Kochetkov is ‘that 
kind of guy.’ 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED MAY 05, 2022 3:52 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov enters the game after starter 
Antii Raanta (32) was injured in the first period against Boston on 
Wednesday, May 4, 2022 during game two of their Stanley Cup first 
round series at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. ROBERT WILLETT 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

RALEIGH 

Andrei Svechnikov is the only teammate who can actually communicate 
with Pyotr Kochetkov, which makes him the de facto — and perhaps only 
— expert on the Carolina Hurricanes’ sudden starting goaltender after all 
of a few weeks with the team. 

So it may be instructive that when Kochetkov found himself trading 
slashes with Boston Bruins uber-pest Brad Marchand in the second 
period of the Russian rookie’s relief appearance Wednesday night, 
Svechnikov was perhaps the least surprised of anyone. 

“He’s that kind of guy,” Svechnikov said. “I remember from the past, 
playing with him in junior hockey, he was always that kind of guy. He gets 
into that. I told him after second period, stay calm. That’s always what I’m 
saying to myself as well.” 

Given the language barrier with Kochetkov, who came over from Russia 
in February and has in a few short weeks with the Hurricanes managed 
to rescue not only their hopes of winning the Metropolitan Division with 
three stellar late appearances but Game 2 of their first-round playoff 
series against the Bruins, everyone but Svechnikov is still trying to figure 
out who he really is. 

Right down to his first name. 

“Peter, Pyotr, however you want to say that,” Hurricanes forward 
Sebastian Aho said. 
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But as a goalie, they’re starting to get a pretty good handle on him. He 
saved their bacon in the regular season after first Frederik Andersen and 
then Raanta got hurt, and he did it again Wednesday with 30 saves in a 
wild 5-2 win that sent the Hurricanes to Boston for Game 3 on Friday up 
2-0. 

And as good as Raanta was in Game 1 and the first 5 1/2 minutes of 
Game 2 before David Pastrnak ran into him, maybe Kochetkov was the 
man for this time and place. He fit right in. The same goalie who, sans 
helmet, challenged the entire opposing bench to a fight in his AHL debut 
with the Chicago Wolves — although the Iowa Wild probably had no idea 
what he was actually yelling — did not hesitate to respond to Marchand’s 
cross-check with a slash of his own. 

Ask and you shall receive. pic.twitter.com/BJr74WNeBw 

— Greg Boysen (@GregBoysen) February 20, 2022 

Which means only Arturs Irbe (four) has more postseason penalty 
minutes among Hurricanes goalies than Kochetkov (two) and which isn’t, 
necessarily, what Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour wanted to see. But 
Tony DeAngelo, who thrives in this kind of hostile environment, was sorry 
he missed it. He turned his back to the play as he retrieved the puck, only 
to turn around and see Kochetkov and Marchand being pulled apart. 

“I didn’t see it,” DeAngelo said, “but I like it.” 

The Hurricanes, under Brind’Amour, have routinely been a two-goalie 
team, even in the postseason, but given the injuries they’re suddenly a 
three-goalie team at the minimum. With Andersen still out and Raanta’s 
status for Game 3 uncertain — Raanta skated Thursday morning but 
Brind’Amour said the goalie was “still not 100 percent” — the Hurricanes 
may have to rely upon a pair of rookies with three career NHL starts 
between them. 

In Kochetkov’s case, at least, he’s given them every reason to think he 
can handle it so far. 

“The adversity we had earlier in the year with the goalies has made this 
not a big deal because we have faith in the kid,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We’ve seen him. It’s not like we don’t know what we have. We’ve seen 
him. The guys responded by the way they played in front of him, but he 
responded by the way he played.” 

And Kochetkov certainly responded when Marchand tested his mettle. 
Later, in the third period, after making a glove save, Kochetkov held up 
his mitt and brandished it in Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron’s face, of all 
people, one of the game’s distinguished gentlemen. He may not have 
age, at 22, but he’s a beauty. 

All of a few weeks into his NHL career, he already has the aura of an old-
school loose cannon in the Billy Smith-Ron Hextall mold, fiery and 
fearless, the kind of goalie ready to defend his blue ice with a sly slash to 
the Achilles tendon. The fact that no one other than Svechnikov really 
knows what he’s saying only adds to his mystique. 

“I don’t know if he’s crazy. He’s definitely a funny guy,” Aho said. 
“Obviously he doesn’t speak too much English, but he’s trying, and at 
least I feel like I understand what he’s saying.” 
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Hurricanes walk ‘fine line’ against Bruins to keep discipline in rough 
playoff series 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED MAY 05, 2022 1:28 PM 

 

If the Carolina Hurricanes had their druthers, they’d play a skill game for 
60 minutes, relying on speed, aggressiveness and depth to win games. 

But if push comes to shove ... 

“We know we have a lot of hard-nosed players,” Canes defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo said. “We’re not going to be pushed around.” 

The Boston Bruins tried that Wednesday. It didn’t work. Game 2 of their 
playoff series against the Hurricanes ended just like the first, with a loss 
that puts the Bruins in an 0-2 hole with the best-of-seven first-round 
series headed back to Boston for two games. 

“It’s not about the fights and stuff,” DeAngelo said Wednesday after the 
Canes’ 5-2 victory. “If it happens it happens, we don’t really care. We’re 
trying to play in between the whistles. If they want to get into the stuff 
after, hopefully the same thing happens and they get penalties. We’re 
going to go to the power play and try to capitalize there. Our main goal is 
to stay disciplined between the whistles.” 

An overflow crowd of 18,880 at PNC Arena seemed to enjoy much of it. 
The scrapes and scrums were many as referees Dan O’Rourke and 
Brian Pochmara tried to keep control, calling 13 penalties on the Bruins, 
six for roughing. 

The Canes’ Sebastian Aho and Nino Niederreiter each scored twice in 
the game and both had power-play goals as the Canes had the better of 
special teams play. DeAngelo assisted on the two power-play scores and 
had three assists for the night. 

Brind’Amour said his team kept the proper discipline while matching the 
Bruins’ intensity and physicality. 

“That’s definitely a fine line, but I thought we did a pretty good job of 
managing that line and certainly not going over it,” he said after the 
game. 

The Canes believe Boston’s David Pastrnak crossed the line in the first 
period when he hit goalie Antti Raanta in the mask, knocking Raanta out 
of the game and bringing in rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov. Defenseman 
Derek Forbort later did the same by high-sticking Canes forward Teuvo 
Teravainen, and there were more incidents. 

Pastrnak avoided a major penalty after review and received two minutes 
for goaltender interference — a decision that incensed many in the 
crowd, who loudly let it be known. Forfort was given a double minor for 
popping Teravainen. 

Then there was Andrei Svechnikov’s collision with the Bruins’ Hampus 
Lindholm. The Canes’ power forward powered his way through the 
defenseman — a clean but massive hit that incensed the Bruins, clean or 
otherwise. 

“Like I said all year, whatever way the game goes I think we’re capable of 
playing it,” Brind’Amour said. “If it’s a physical game, I think we have 
plenty of guys who can do that. If it’s a skill game, I think we’re pretty 
capable of doing that, too.” 

One Canes player who has thrived in the rough-and-tumble of the two 
games has been Niederreiter. The winger, strong at 6-2 and 218 pounds, 
has been all over the ice, scoring three goals, bouncing people around 
and joining with center Jordan Staal and winger Jesper Fast to give the 
Canes heavy, productive play. 

Consider that Niederreiter had three goals and seven points in 29 
postseason games with the Canes the past three seasons. But he’s in a 
contract year and is due to become an unrestricted free agent. 

At 29, he’s playing for a new contract. More importantly, he’s playing for 
the Stanley Cup. 

“Absolutely,” he said after Game 1. “It helps when you get on the score 
sheet but at the end of the day it’s a team game. You’ve got to find a way 
to contribute in any way that you can.” 

If there’s “stuff” after the whistle and Niederreiter is on the ice, No. 21 
often is in the middle of it. That doesn’t figure to change as the 
Hurricanes look to continue treading that “fine line” in Boston. 
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Hurricanes aren’t just winning, they’re also beating the Bruins at their 
own game 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH-Anything can happen in Boston, and often has, but it’s equally 
possible we’ll be able to look back at this series and pinpoint the moment 
the Carolina Hurricanes surpassed the Bruins on their way up the great 
pyramid of hockey as their one-time nemesis plummeted the other 
direction. 

You can already see how that might indeed be the case, and you don’t 
even have to look that hard. 

Or any farther than one moment in the second period Wednesday, when 
Boston defenseman Hampus Lindholm turned the corner around his own 
net, pivoting up ice to his right, unaware that Andrei Svechnikov had 
been lining him up since the moment Lindholm collected Brandon Carlo’s 
unwise pass. 

Svechikov hit Lindholm square in the chest, as devastating an impact as 
it was within the rules, the violence in a violent game, so hard that 
Lindholm’s stick broke off in his hand, leaving him clutching the stump of 
the handle as he crashed to the ice. 

That crushing blow, as much as any of the Hurricanes’ five goals in 
Game 2 or five goals in Game 1, may have altered the power dynamic 
between these incipient rivals for good. Time will tell. There is, as the 
saying goes, a lot of hockey left. 

But on a night when the Bruins knocked Antti Raanta out of the game 
and the Hurricanes rode a rookie goalie with a better grasp of mayhem 
than English to a 5-2 win and 2-0 series lead, the Bruins were relegated 
to trying to win the game after the whistles because they can no longer 
keep up between them. 

Officials separate Carolina Hurricanes’ Brett Pesce (22) and Boston 
Bruins’ Patrice Bergeron (37) in the first period on Wednesday, May 4, 
2022 during game two of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

“We’re not going to get pushed around, I guarantee you that,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. “But I thought we did a good job of 
being disciplined after the whistles. We were staying out of the stuff they 
were trying to pull us into and we were getting power plays instead.” 

It was real fin de siecle, fall of Rome stuff, the crumbling of a once-proud 
dynasty into decadence and self-ruin. There was a time when the Bruins 
thought they could skate around the Hurricanes, and they were probably 
right. There was a time when the Bruins thought they could push the 
Hurricanes around — and they were actually right. That time, and it 
appears their time, has passed. 

The Hurricanes aren’t just winning their way. They’re beating the Bruins 
at their own game at the same time. If the Bruins didn’t know it before 
Wednesday they certainly knew it by the time Svechnikov hit Lindholm. 
Svechnikov expressed remorse while acknowledging that’s a role he has 
to play. 

Boston Bruins Taylor Hall (71) and Jake DeBrusk (74) escort teammate 
Hampus Lindholm (27) off the ice after an injury in the second period 
against the Carolina Hurricanes on Wednesday, May 4, 2022 during 
game two of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

“Obviously I like the physical side of the game, but I feel bad for that 
guy,” Svechnikov said. “It was a pretty hard hit and you know, I was in 
that spot where I kind of have to hit it and I had time there, but he didn’t 
see me. I have to do that but I feel bad and sorry for him.” 

“He’s not doing well,” Boston coach Bruce Cassidy said of Lindholm. 

If Cassidy didn’t like the Svechnikov hit, the Hurricanes had a laundry list 
of their own concerns. Just when you expected Brad Marchand or Erik 
Haula to be the focus of the Hurricanes’ ire — let alone the unrestrained 
venom of their fans — a new target for umbrage stepped forward, or 
more accurately, into the picture when David Pastrnak collided with 
Raanta midway through the first period. 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antii Raanta (32) before his injury in the first 
period against Boston on Wednesday, May 4, 2022 during game two of 
their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert 
Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Trying to dodge Raanta’s clearing attempt, Pastrnak ran into him instead, 
tripping over his left leg and catching Raanta in the face with his glove, 
bloodying his mouth and knocking Raanta out of the game for rookie 
Pyotr Kochetkov in his postseason debut — and, 30 saves later, his first 
postseason win. 

Not that Kochetkov went unscathed. When Marchand gave him a light 
cross-check, Kochetkov turned around and slashed Marchand, who then 
slashed the goalie back. While Cassidy called Pastrnak’s collision with 
Raanta a “freak play,” noting the Bruins were on the power play at the 
time, both plays fit in a trend of contact with Carolina goalies by the 
Bruins on Wednesday, and whether intentional or not, Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour thought it was the former. 

Boston Bruins’ David Pastrnak (88) checks Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie 
Antii Raanta (32) to the ice in the first period on Wednesday, May 4, 
2022 during game two of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Antii was injured and left the game. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

“Well, what do you think?” Brind’Amour said. “You can’t get any more 
obvious.” 

Nevertheless, the fact remains with Frederik Andersen out and Raanta’s 
status now uncertain, the Hurricanes’ hopes in this series may rest on a 
pair of rookies — Kochetkov and Jack LaFontaine — with a total of three 
NHL starts to their credit (and one was an abject disaster). 

The good news for the Hurricanes is that Kochetkov has been an ace in 
all four of his games, arriving late but just in time, and it’s hard to imagine 
the 18 skaters in front of him playing much better, much harder or much 
tougher. 

“That’s the best part about our group, is how we’ve responded and how 
we’ve played hard,” Brind’Amour said. “There’s lots of room to get better, 
which is good, a good sign. We need to be better in certain areas. It’s just 
one step. We’ve got a long way to go here.” 

They’ve done it at home. Now they’ll have to do it in a Boston bear pit 
baying for blood, the only way to find out whether the tide really and truly 
has turned. 
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Letters from ’06: Hurricanes champions see a ‘very similar’ team this 
season 

 

Sara Civian 

 

It was the summer of 2005, and the NHL lockout season was finally over. 
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Ray Whitney was approaching his 14th season in the league, having 
helped the Red Wings win the Presidents’ Trophy and make it to the 
second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs the last time the NHL was on 
the ice. Despite the lore already surrounding “The Wizard,” he hadn’t won 
a Stanley Cup, and that was his primary goal in searching for a post-
lockout team. 

Enter … the Carolina Hurricanes? 

The Canes had failed to qualify for the playoffs in either of the two 
seasons following their 2002 Stanley Cup Final loss, but general 
manager Jim Rutherford had been on Whitney’s case. So Whitney called 
his friend, former Canes defenseman Bret Hedican. 

“I said, ‘I think we’re a player or two away from winning the Cup,'” 
Hedican recalls. “I remember he paused, and in so many words, he said: 
‘What the fuck are you talking about? You didn’t even make the playoffs 
this year.’ And I said, ‘I know, but that’s just the team we have.'” 

“We were Carolina,” former Canes defenseman Aaron Ward adds. “We 
didn’t get any respect. We were picked to be last or next to last at the 
start of the year. I remember exactly what Heddy is talking about, having 
to convince (mid-season acquisitions Mark Recchi and Doug Weight) that 
we were good. Even though we went through half a season where we 
were competitive, we almost still felt like we had to convince the new 
guys coming in: ‘Hey, we’re not the old Carolina Hurricanes. We’re 
actually pretty fucking good. I don’t know if you’ve seen us. We don’t get 
a lot of TV coverage.’ 

“Based on what we had on the ice but also the strings (coach Peter) 
Laviolette was pulling behind the scenes to galvanize the locker room of 
the team, we knew something really good was happening.” 

Whitney signed but still wasn’t sure of the vision right away. He can 
pinpoint the moment where he truly started believing this team would win 
the Stanley Cup, and it was a random practice in January, in the midst of 
a nine-game winning streak. 

“At this point, I’ve played roughly 14 years already,” Whitney says. “I 
came from the Red Wings, and not once had I ever told my wife I thought 
we had a chance to win (the Stanley Cup). 

“I remember coming home from practice at some point in January and 
saying to her, ‘We are really fucking good. We have a chance to win.’ 

“She looked at me and said, ‘You’ve never said that.’ 

“I said, ‘I know. It’s just something about this team.'” 

What came next will be remembered well by everyone on that team and 
anyone in the franchise’s orbit: a division title followed by playoff series 
wins over the Canadiens, Devils, Sabres and, finally, the Oilers, with 
then-captain and now-coach Rod Brind’Amour the first man to raise the 
Stanley Cup. 

The team’s 112 regular-season points that season stood as a franchise 
record until a few weeks ago. The championship remains the only one in 
franchise history. This season’s group has high hopes that can change, 
as well, and has only had positive playoff vibes so far, with a 2-0 series 
lead over the Bruins. 

To get a reminder of what made that 2005-06 team so special and what 
similarities it might bear to this season’s team, The Athletic gathered a 
handful of the ’06 champs. Here are their stories and their thoughts on 
their former captain’s latest team. 

(Note: Some quotes have been edited for length or clarity.) 

Like the 2021-22 Hurricanes — who started the season with nine straight 
wins and have now won eight straight — the 2005-06 Hurricanes were a 
team of streaks. Before the streak that convinced Whitney, there was 
another nine-game winning streak. That’s when fourth-year forward and 
fan favorite Erik Cole says he knew what the team could do. 

Cole: After the nine-game winning streak from late October into 
November, I think we kind of recognized we had something special within 

the group. We didn’t get a lot of attention in terms of where the 
preseason polls put us or anything, but we were pretty aware of what we 
had in the room. Bringing in guys like Cory Stillman. He had won the Cup 
the previous NHL season with Tampa Bay. I remember him saying 
something to me specifically after our opening night loss in Tampa: “I see 
a lot of similarities between our group this year and what we had two 
years ago (in Tampa).” 

So Whitney knew in January, Cole in November and Stillman already 
saw the signs on opening night on Oct. 5. In fact, everyone The Athletic 
talked to says the tone was pretty clear from the day training camp 
opened. 

Cole: I remember my first interaction with Ray. I didn’t know him at all 
when he first came. I hadn’t met him. It was that first day of testing. We 
were getting ready to run the 20-meter shuttle run we used to do. Our 
testing day was a long day. It was significant. I walked over to him and I 
said, “Don’t quit before 12 and don’t be the first guy to quit in the group.” 
He said, “What?” I said, “Trust me.” I think I pushed it to 13 then I quit. 
Ray kept going. Then sure enough he started training camp with a groin 
injury. 

You probably don’t need to guess who the star of training-camp testing 
day was. 

Whitney: The best way I can describe Rod Brind’Amour is, when testing 
day happens, Rod always came into the room last to do the testing. The 
reason he did that is he wanted to make sure he knew what the top guy 
did. I’m a little bit mouthy. I always pretended to him that I didn’t train all 
summer. I’d play coy and then I’d go out there and just bust my ass on 
the bike. I’d give him a good number to at least test him. And I remember 
every time I gave him a good number, he wouldn’t just beat it, he’d 
absolutely annihilate it. I’d get so pissed off at him. He couldn’t even keep 
it close. His competitiveness is unmatched, and you can see it in these 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

You can even see it on their testing day if you know who to ask. 

Ward: One of the guys on my softball team is a trainer who knows 
(Hurricanes strength and conditioning coach Bill Burniston) and got to 
witness preseason testing. “I was in there setting up, and Rod 
Brind’Amour did every damn test,” he told me. 

“What does that mean to you?” I asked him. 

“Well, think about it. If I’m the head coach of your team, and I go through 
the tests, not only am I able to relate to what the players are going 
through, but I’m setting the standard that they better fucking beat me.” 
Roddy walked into the room, and even though he is a laid-back guy, the 
trainer knew he was an excellent leader not only because of the tests — 
but then he went around and picked all the brains of the trainers, 
because it was untapped knowledge he could learn from. 

The grueling training doesn’t end with camp. Ask anyone associated with 
the 2005-06 Canes, and they’ll tell you they also had the toughest 
practices they’d ever seen. When Weight arrived in a trade from St. 
Louis, he was in for a rude awakening. 

Cole: Dougie didn’t come to the first game after we had acquired him. We 
played Montreal short-handed and beat up on them 8-2 anyway. He 
texted me like, “Oh, thanks. Now I’m going to come in for the New Jersey 
game, and everyone’s going to think we’re going to sock them, too.” Of 
course, we end up losing, and then he experienced one of our practices. 
Weighter is like, “Jesus Christ, we only lost by a few goals (3-0). I didn’t 
think we played bad.” Like: “No, no bud. This is a normal day.” 

Whitney: About 25 minutes into Dougie’s first practice, he came up to me 
and said, “Man, what did you guys do wrong? What are you getting 
punished like this for?” His face was beat red. He was out of gas. I said, 
“Dougie, this is just how we practice.” He said, “Every day?” Every single 
day we practice this hard. And if you remember that team, we still did our 
skate after every practice — a small conditioning skate — right through 
the Final. Laviolette’s theory was we were a bunch of racehorses and we 
were meant to run. 
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And, of course, Brind’Amour was going above and beyond. If you’re 
reading this, you probably know that basically every Brind’Amour story is 
the same. Sneaking into weight rooms on holidays. Outworking 
everyone. No nonsense. 

Cole: He was up early, got his own workout in, practiced as hard as he 
could, quick workout again after, then he’d be gone right away so he 
could pick up his kids and be there for his kids. Rod does everything 100 
percent, full blast. He’s not going to half-ass anything. 

You get out of a double-overtime game, and Roddy’s in the weight room 
doing the same routine he’d been doing in the regular season. You’re 
like, “Man, can’t we take one night off?” He’s like, “Nope. Gotta stick to 
the routine.” His work ethic, his leadership skills and everything were 
great. He never really stood up in the locker room and did a “Rah rah. 
Let’s go.” He was quiet and led by example. 

We kind of all thought he’d be a good coach one day. You knew when he 
was one, there would be no corners cut. 

Ward: The great thing about him is he’s unwavering. He’s the same guy. 
People will use it against him — saying he’s so monotone, so stoic. Well, 
fuck. I’d rather have the stoic, controlled leader in the face of adversity 
than some guy who flies off the handle. Roddy sets the tone not only with 
how he coaches but with his personality. 

Cole: One thing people don’t understand about Rod is, as intense as he 
is, he’s very in tune to people around him and feeling for them. Some 
players, you have bad days, you have good days. Chad LaRose, as a 
rookie, had his peaks and valleys on that 2006 team. Rod was always 
very good with Chad. Keeping him level-headed, and as a coach, he’s 
got his finger on the pulse of the team. 

My rookie year, he taught me so much about the little nuances of the 
game, that you don’t know until you get here. He’s such a good leader, 
the way he communicated on the bench, little things for me to look for — 
like on the breakout he’d be like, “Get that puck and get moving up the 
ice, and when that guy comes to hit you, just slide it under his stick. I’ll be 
right there.” 

And now you see his pregame speeches and everything, and he’s forced 
to verbalize what, as a player, he did through his actions. It’s fun to 
watch. I don’t think there’s a player in the league who wouldn’t get 
excited about playing for him. He’s done such a wonderful job. 

It’s not just Brind’Amour connecting past Hurricanes to this season’s 
team. It’s the whole community. Sometimes it takes living in Raleigh to 
understand the appeal, but once you’re here, you get it. A lot of these 
guys have taken that to heart. Cole, Ward, Whitney, Sean Willis, Justin 
Williams, Cam Ward, Sean Hill, Patrick Eaves and more have moved 
back to town after their playing days. And they’re all rooting for this team. 

Cole: I’m definitely watching, as much a fan as anything. A lot of guys 
that have played here and continued to stay in the area, we care a 
tremendous amount about the franchise. I just found out the other day 
that Patrick Eaves moved back to town. He’s a guy that didn’t even play 
here that long. It just speaks to what a great community and area this is 
to live and raise a family in. I go to a lot of games, and I’m always paying 
attention and trying to see what the team’s missing, how they’re playing, 
who is going and who isn’t. 

Aaron Ward: Knowing Roddy and all his motivational abilities, I think he’s 
gotta get especially the young guys to push out the noise, even if there’s 
challenges, that’s what the playoffs are full of. Look at 2006, our biggest 
challenge was the first two games. Our goalie had the flu and wasn’t able 
to carry us. We overcame it when Cam got in there. We remained the 
same team no matter who was in net. 

That’s a lesson that’s particularly relevant to the 2021-22 Hurricanes, 
who are still missing injured starter Freddie Andersen and who saw 
backup Antti Raanta leave Wednesday’s game after a collision with 
David Pastrnak. Pyotr Kochetkov, with three games of NHL experience, 
may have to be this year’s Cam Ward, who entered the 2006 playoffs 
with 28 games of experience. 

Carolina rookie netminder Pyotr Kochetkov entered his playoff debut the 
same way he did his three career regular-season games — in relief due 
to an Antti Raanta injury. 

This time the stakes were higher — and he rose to the challenge. 

  @SaraCivian 

  https://t.co/v5KFzPxwWR pic.twitter.com/xTsjx82XoT 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) May 5, 2022 

Aaron Ward: I think the biggest thing for them, and this is the job for 
Roddy, is you have to convince your locker room to be who you are in 
spite of whoever you’re playing. So, if you’re playing Washington and 
Tom Wilson is out there, ignore Tom Wilson and be the Carolina 
Hurricanes. If you’re playing Tampa and in the back of your mind you’re 
thinking of the goaltending matchup, I think the Carolina Hurricanes need 
to focus on themselves. That’s the only lesson I take from the regular 
season. 

Whitney: This team is very similar to what we were in ’06, with the depth 
alone. I think they’re better defensively now than we were in ’06 — one of 
the best defensive teams in the league. And the penalty kill is the best in 
the league, for sure. That might be a little tribute to Roddy. I think he’s 
really adapted the success we had there, that season. It was very group-
oriented, and you can tell that’s the way they play here. Like the power 
play, you don’t have guys taking two-minute shifts on the power play. 
Give one unit a chance, and they get what they can get done. If it doesn’t 
work, give that next unit an opportunity. 

That’s kind of how you build championships, really. I really like teams that 
are deep like that. There’s that internal competitiveness that it’s very 
important for teams these days to have. They aren’t nasty, but I think 
Roddy always brought that healthy competition. Roddy played the power 
play and the penalty kill, and he was so competitive on both of them. He 
wanted to be the best penalty-kill unit and the best power-play unit in 
practice. 

I can only imagine what his practices are like now. 
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Brad Marchand, Derek Forbort fined $5,000 each for Game 2 infractions 

 

By Christopher Price Globe Staff, Updated May 5, 2022, 7:26 p.m. 

 

The NHL announced Thursday that Brad Marchand was fined $5,000 for 
his second-period slash of Carolina goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov, and 
Derek Forbort was fined $5,000 for his high-sticking Carolina’s Teuvo 
Teravainen in the third period of Wednesday’s Game 2 loss. 

Marchand’s maneuver led to a minor penalty for slashing, while Forbort 
drew a double-minor penalty for high-sticking. 
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Bruins will switch to Jeremy Swayman in net for Game 3 vs. Hurricanes 

 

By Mike Puzzanghera Globe correspondent,Updated May 5, 2022, 2:50 
p.m. 
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Jeremy Swayman will make his first career playoff start in Game 3 Friday 
against the Hurricanes, Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy announced 
Thursday. 

Linus Ullmark started Games 1 and 2, allowing four goals in each on 57 
total shots. With the Bruins down, two games to none, and needing to 
find a way to slow down Carolina, Cassidy will turn to the rookie 
Swayman to get the job done. 

“Linus has been fine,” Cassidy said. “As I said after Game 1, I think we’ve 
got to do a better job at the other end. But if it ends up being one of those 
2-1 games, we need a performance where we get that timely save and 
give the guys some life. 

”Hopefully [Swayman] is up for the task.” 

The University of Maine product made one appearance in the playoffs 
last season, jumping in for the third period of a Game 5 loss to the 
Islanders in the second round, saving two of three shots he faced across 
18:34 in relief of Tuukka Rask. 

Before the series, Cassidy talked about using both goaltenders, 
particularly with the short rest between Games 3 and 4 (Friday night to a 
Sunday matinee). 

While Ullmark entered the postseason on a tear (9-1-0 in his last 10 
starts), his .860 save percentage through his first two postseason games 
was a bit underwhelming. 

Now Swayman will have his turn as the Bruins look to stem the tide. 

Reilly in for Lindholm 

After leaving Wednesday’s game following a big hit from Andrei 
Svechnikov, Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm is out for Game 3. 
The Bruins’ prized trade-deadline acquisition was visibly shaken when 
leaving the ice. 

Cassidy wasn’t sure whether Lindholm would be available for Game 4, 
but he did travel home with the team Wednesday night. 

In his place, Mike Reilly will draw into the lineup Friday. The big left-shot 
defenseman made 70 appearances this season and slides in naturally on 
the left side. 

“He’s played with Charlie McAvoy, he’s played with [Brandon] Carlo,” 
said Cassidy. “There shouldn’t be any adjustment period for him in terms 
of who he’s playing with. The adjustment period for him will be he’s 
getting injected into a very intense, physical playoff series, so he’s got to 
be prepared for that type of hockey.” 

Reilly played 11 postseason games for the Bruins last year, with four 
assists. 

Marchand, Forbort fined 

The NHL’s Department of Player Safety announced that Brad Marchand 
has been fined $5,000 for slashing Hurricanes goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov and Derek Forbort has been fined $5,000 for high-sticking 
Carolina forward Teuvo Teravainen, both during Game 2. 

The Marchand incident occurred at 17:52 of the second period. He was 
assessed a minor penalty for slashing. 

The Forbort incident occurred at 2:53 of the third period. He was 
assessed a double-minor penalty for high-sticking. 

‘Special teams scrimmage’ 

The Bruins went shorthanded nine times Wednesday, the most they’ve 
been down a man all season (the previous high was eight against 
Minnesota Jan. 6). It resulted in 12:43 of power-play time for Carolina 
and two goals. 

Cassidy said it was, “for lack of a better term, a bit of a special teams 
scrimmage. It’s become more of a special-teams, O-zone, get-to-the-net, 

deflection-type of series, and that’s how they got both their goals to start 
the game.” 

Cassidy mentioned the need for better composure by the Bruins but also 
the need for better power plays of their own. Though Patrice Bergeron 
got one of his two goals Wednesday on the man-advantage, the Bruins 
are just 1 for 8 on power-play opportunities in the series. 

It’s nothing like their 0-for-39 spell near the end of the regular season, but 
they don’t have their power play clicking through two games. 

Faceoff falloff 

Carolina’s Nino Niederreiter-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast line has given the 
Bruins fits through two games. Niederreiter has three goals, and Fast got 
the Hurricanes on the board Wednesday night. 

Plus, Staal has won 26 of 38 faceoffs, neutralizing Bergeron’s presence 
in the circle. During the regular season, Bergeron won 61.9 percent from 
the dot. Through two games against Carolina? 40 percent. 

“They like the Staal matchup against Bergy,” Cassidy said. That’s an 
area we’ll look at, faceoff-wise, O-zone. We may look at Bergy against a 
different line than normal; maybe that frees them up as well.” 
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What can the Bruins do to get back into their playoff series with the 
Hurricanes? 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated May 5, 2022, 9:27 a.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Bruins scored a power-play goal in Carolina. 
They sure did. They submitted 35 or so excellent minutes in Game 1 and 
battled to make the final period of Game 2 interesting. 

Other than that, it was a clunker in Carolina. 

The Bruins are down, 0-2, in this first-round series with the Hurricanes. 
Their fast and fearless opponent has not only had their number, but their 
house keys and the code to the safe in the basement. The 16-1 
combined score over three regular-season games has begotten 10-3 
after two playoff games. 

“It’s playoff hockey,” Patrice Bergeron said, asked how they might turn it 
around. “You’re going to have some adversity. For us, it’s early.” 

Early enough, and Bergeron has been at the center of numerous 
comebacks. But his team’s issues are compounding against Carolina. 

The Bruins are likely to be without defenseman Hampus Lindholm going 
forward. Leading scorer David Pastrnak looks like less than his usual 
self. The goaltending has not lifted them. Whoever is in net for the 
Hurricanes, the Bruins haven’t bothered him. 

“Maybe get away from a few matchups. Maybe that will help us,” coach 
Bruce Cassidy said after Game 2. “But I have a feeling, the way [the 
Hurricanes] play, their whole group can check. That’s how they play well. 
They check, they get pucks back. 

“I don’t know if that will be a defined advantage or not. We’ve just got to 
get a little more urgency and will. I’ve got to coach a little more urgency 
and will out of our guys, attacking, to create a little more offense.” 

Cassidy will make a goalie switch, after Linus Ullmark allowed four goals 
for the second game in a row. When asked what he felt would turn the 
tide in the series, Cassidy’s first words were, “We need a timely save, 
there’s no doubt about it.” 

Jeremy Swayman will make his first playoff start. 
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Leaving Raleigh late Wednesday, the news wasn’t good on the club’s 
prized trade deadline acquisition, who was smoked by Andrei 
Svechnikov. The Bruins did not answer questions about Lindholm’s 
status, saying only that he had an upper-body injury. 

Next up would be Mike Reilly, who has given the Bruins sharp puck 
movement when he’s on. He is not a three-zone stalwart like Lindholm. 

Up front, Cassidy alluded to keeping Pastrnak on the No. 1 line. He made 
that switch in Game 2, hoping for a spark. 

“Not much was happening,” Cassidy said. “They’ve been together. 
Sometimes that will give you a lift. It’s something we may have to do 
going forward. It was always going to be something we’d consider if need 
be. 

“We’ve got to get something here. Moving one player off a line I don’t 
think will solve all of that. We need to get some other lines closer to the 
net and finishing some plays.” 

Hand in hand with the Brad Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak reunion on the 
top line, Trent Frederic was benched after an ill-timed penalty early in the 
second period. The No. 3 left wing logged four shifts after bashing Teuvo 
Teravainen from behind after the Bruins went down, 3-0. He played six 
minutes in total. 

Cassidy could call on Anton Blidh or Chris Wagner, which might move 
the snakebitten Tomas Nosek to the third line. Beyond that, the Bruins 
would be looking at Providence for help. The solutions are seemingly 
internal, and they begin with finding ways to combat the Hurricanes’ 
relentless pressure. 

“Some of it will be on our skilled guys to use their speed and ability to 
create something for themselves,” Cassidy said. “The other lines have to 
be a little more direct, win a race, get it into the dirty area and score 
some of those muckers’ goals. We need a little bit more at both ends of 
the lineup, the top guys and the bottom guys.” 

They need Pastrnak, who missed time with a core injury down the 
stretch, to be right. He was a non-factor on the first two goals of Game 2, 
blowing the zone early on one and allowing Jaccob Slavin to scoot past 
him to set up the other. He is also in the Hurricanes’ crosshairs after 
colliding with goalie Antti Raanta and knocking him out of Game 2. 

“He’s a star in this league,” Cassidy said. “He’s going to have to play 
through some of the physicality, maybe the threat of intimidation, the 
smack talking. Whatever’s going on out there, you’ve just got to play 
through it. All the good players in this league do.” 

Cassidy and Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, naturally, disagreed on 
whether Pastrnak intentionally ran Raanta. To Brind’Amour, “It can’t get 
any more obvious.” To Cassidy, it was “a freak play.” 

Regardless, the Bruins must be more disciplined. Carolina spent more 
than 20 percent of the game on the power play (2 for 9). Debate the 
merits of some of those calls, but it’s never a good sign when Marchand 
is trading stick whacks with a goalie (Hurricanes rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, 
an incident that got both penalized). 

That was some of the hottest action Kochetkov saw in his 30-save playoff 
debut in relief. The Bruins were facing a No. 3 netminder coming in cold, 
and they did little other than inflate his confidence. 

“There’s a lot of pockets in the game where we have some really good 
pressure and good shifts and good chances,” Bergeron said. “I thought it 
was the same thing with Game 1. That being said, you want results at 
this time of the year.” 
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Bruins notebook: Swayman to start Game 3 in goal against Hurricanes 

 

Rich Thompson 

 

Coach Bruce Cassidy will start Jeremy Swayman in goal when the Bruins 
engage the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday night at TD Garden. 

Cassidy made the announcement during a press briefing on Thursday 
morning at Warrior Ice Arena in Brighton. Cassidy gave the players the 
day off to recuperate from Thursday night’s grinding penalty plagued 5-2 
loss to the Canes at PNC Arena. 

The Hurricanes are up 2-0 in the best-of-seven opening-round Stanley 
Cup playoff series and have outscored the Bruins 10-3 with two empty-
net goals. Bruins’ goalie Linus Ullmark played great down the stretch in 
the regular season and was awarded top billing over Swayman in the first 
two games of the playoffs. 

Ullmark registered a 4.17 goals against average and an .860 save 
percentage while facing 57 shots on goal in the two losses. Swayman’s 
last win was at Montreal on April 24 and he will be making his second 
career start in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“Swayman will go,” said Cassidy. “Right now, I think Linus has been fine 
and like I said after Game 1 I think we have to do a better job at the other 
end. 

“But if it ends up being one of those 2-1 games where we need a 
performance where we get that timely save and give the guys some life. 
That’s where we are at right now, they are scoring goals and they are not 
giving very many up. 

“It has to do a little bit at both ends. It’s not on Linus. I’m not saying 
Ullmark’s the reason, he’s not. But Swayman is going to be in there and 
he’ll get his opportunity and we’ve talked about using them both.” 

Carolina coach Rob Brind’Amour was compelled to change goaltenders 
at 7:47 of the first period on Thursday night. Canes’ starter Antti Raanta 
left the ice with a mouth injury after being run by Bruins right wing David 
Pastrnak. He was replaced by Pyotr Kochetkov, who finished with 30 
saves. 

Blue-line shuffle 

Cassidy said that defenseman Mike Reilly will replace injured Hampus 
Lindholm but had not finalized his blue-line pairings for Game 3. 

Lindholm was on the business end of a brutal collision with Carolina right 
wing Andrei Svechnikov along the end boards in the Boston end at 17:11 
of the second. Svechnikov lined up Lindholm, made initial contact in the 
upper chest and caught him under the chin. 

The secondary hit is what caused Lindholm to appear woozy and 
needing assistance to exit the sheet. Despite the severity of the contact 
to the head, Svechnikov caught two minutes in the cooler for roughing. 

“He (Lindholm) traveled back but he’s not available and we will go from 
there,” said Cassidy. “We have got Mike Reilly who’s a left shot and he’s 
played a lot of games for us so right now he is the obvious choice to go 
in. 

“He’s played with Charlie McAvoy and he’s played with (Brandon) Carlo 
so it shouldn’t be any adjustment period for him in terms of who he is 
playing with. The adjustment is being injected into a very intense physical 
playoff series and he has to be prepared for that.” 

The Bruins’ 12 minor penalties put intense pressure on the undermanned 
back end. McAvoy logged 28:32 of ice time with 6:12 short-handed while 
Matt Grzelcyk had 21:32 and 3:39 on the PK. 

Carlo logged 16:11 of ice time with 4:36 on the penalty kill. Connor 
Clifton moved into Lindholm’s slot on Carlo’s left flank and logged 15:54 
of ice time with 4:45 in short-handed situations. Derek Forbort logged 
15:33 with 5:03 short-handed despite spending six minutes in the box for 
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holding and a double-minor for high sticking. Lindholm was on the ice for 
13:58 before his encounter with Svechnikov. 

Early risers 

The Bruins got off to good starts and created scoring opportunities they 
couldn’t finish in the two games in Raleigh. 

The Hurricanes were able to (pardon the pun) weather the early storms 
and ended up scoring first in both games. Cassidy recognized the need 
for the Bruins to start strong and get an early lead while staying out of the 
box. 

“We are a good team with the lead just like they are so it helps everyone 
feel a little better about themselves and a little lighter on the stick,” said 
Cassidy. 

“I think our first 10 minutes of both games have been good and we put 
ourselves in a position to do that (score first). We are ready to play when 
the puck drops but we just haven’t continued to do it for 60 minutes and 
then they get back to their game. 

“There have been discipline issues of being in the box half the night and 
those are things we have to correct along the way. But I like our starts 
and we have to use that to our advantage and go from there.” 

Not so fine 

The NHL Department of Player Safety fined Bruins left wing Brad 
Marchand $5,000 for his retaliatory slash on Kochetkov in the second 
period. Forbort was fined $5,000 for high sticking Teuvo Teravainen in 
the third. 

Boston Herald LOADED: 05.06.2022 

1244070 Boston Bruins 

 

Bruins rule out Lindholm for Game 3, will start Swayman in net 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins lineup in Game 3 of their first-round playoff series 
against the Carolina Hurricanes will look quite different from what we saw 
Wednesday night at PNC Arena. 

Boston fell into an 0-2 series hole with a 5-2 loss in Game 2. 

B's defenseman Hampus Lindholm exited in the second period of Game 
2 after taking an enormous hit from Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov. Lindholm left the game and didn't return, and on Thursday 
morning Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy announced the veteran 
defenseman won't play Friday night at TD Garden. 

Hurricanes coach thinks Bruins are targeting Carolina's goalies 

This news is far from a surprise, especially after Cassidy said 
Wednesday night that Lindholm was "not doing well."  

Cassidy also announced that rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman will start in 
net for Game 3. Linus Ullmark started the first two games of the series 
and allowed eight goals on 57 shots. He played better than his stat line 
suggests, but the Bruins need great goaltending to win this series and 
Ullmark hasn't given them any close to that yet. 

Friday will be Swayman's first career postseason start. He got his first 
taste of playoff action in last season's second-round series versus the 
New York Islanders. 
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Cassidy: Hampus Lindholm 'not doing well' after taking huge hit in Game 
2 

 

Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins lost their second-best defenseman to injury in Game 2 
of their first-round playoff matchup versus the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm was on the receiving end of a 
massive hit from Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov in the second 
period. 

Lindholm laid on the ice for a bit before being helped up. Taylor Hall and 
Jake DeBrusk assisted him on the skate back to the bench. 

Bruins need more from David Pastrnak after awful Game 2 performance 

The B's eventually ruled out Lindholm for the rest of the game with an 
upper body injury.  

Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters after his team's 5-2 loss 
that Lindholm is "not doing well." 

Cassidy on Lindholm: â œheâ ™s not doing well.â   

— Matt Porter (@mattyports) May 5, 2022 

We won't pretend to be doctors, but it would be pretty surprising if 
Lindholm played in Game 3 at TD Garden on Friday night.  

If Lindholm does miss more time in this series, the next guys up are Mike 
Reilly and Josh Brown. 

Reilly is a more offensive-minded player who struggles against 
aggressive forechecking teams like the Hurricanes. Brown is a physical, 
defensive-minded defenseman who played in just six games for Boston 
after the team acquired him at the March 21 trade deadline. 

Neither player brings the same two-way skill set to the ice that Lindholm 
does -- not even close -- but Cassidy doesn't have any other options. 
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Hurricanes coach thinks Bruins are targeting Carolina's goalies 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour gave a pretty emphatic answer 
when asked after his team's Game 2 victory Wednesday night if the 
Boston Bruins were targeting Carolina's goalies. 

“What do you think? It can’t get any more obvious,” Brind'Amour said. 

The Hurricanes lost their starting goalie Antti Raanta in the first period 
when Bruins right winger David Pastrnak collided with him during a 
Boston power play. There didn't seem so be any intent by Pastrnak to 
injure Raanta at all. He just couldn't get out of the way. The referees 
agreed by reviewing the play and assessing only a two-minute minor 
penalty for goalie interference. 

Bruins need more from David Pastrnak after awful Game 2 performance 

Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy had a strong take on the incident, too. 

“It’s David Pastrnak. We’re on the power play,” Cassidy explained. “He’s 
trying to chase down the puck. Do you think his intention is to (run over 
Raanta)? That’s why they changed it from a five to a two. His foot caught 
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his pad. He’s trying to block the clear, but get out of the way. I don’t think 
there’s any intent there at all. That was a freak play.” 

Raanta's exit threw Hurricanes rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov into the 
mix.  

Kochetkov got into an altercation with B's left winger Brad Marchand late 
in the second period. The Russian netminder slashed Marchand on the 
back of the leg, so the Bruins star turned around and slashed him back. It 
was a foolish play by Marchand to take himself off the ice when the 
Bruins badly needed an offensive jolt, but it's not like he just slashed 
Kochetkov out of nowhere. It was a retaliation move. 

The biggest collision in the game happened in the second period when 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov caught Bruins defenseman 
Hampus Lindholm with a massive hit. Lindholm was shaken up, left the 
game and didn't return. Cassisy said Lindholm is "not doing well". 

"You never want to see guys get hurt," Brind'Amour said of the Lindholm 
hit. "I don’t like seeing our goalie get taken out, either. But one was legal, 
one’s not, if you really want to break it down." 

The third period Wednesday night was super physical, and we should 
see a similar intensity right from puck drop in Game 3. The Bruins are 
facing an 0-2 deficit and need to be more physical to turn the series 
around. But the B's have to do it in a disciplined manner -- taking 13 
penalties, like they did in Game 2, is not a recipe for success. 
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Hurricanes troll Bruins on Twitter with penalty box photo after Game 2 
win 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes' social media team is not afraid to have a little 
fun with opponents on Twitter -- just ask Brad Marchand -- and they did it 
again after beating the Boston Bruins in Game 2 of their first-round 
playoff series Wednesday night. 

The Hurricanes took a 2-0 series lead with a convincing 5-2 victory at 
PNC Arena, and they trolled the Bruins shortly after the final buzzer by 
making a Dunkin Donuts joke. 

It was fitting the Hurricanes chose a picture of Bruins players in the 
penalty box because special teams played a large factor in the outcome 
of Game 2. 

Bruins d-man Hampus Lindholm leaves Game 2 after taking massive hit 

The Bruins racked up 28 penalty minutes, compared with 18 for the 
Hurricanes. Carolina took advantage of its opportunities with the man 
advantage by scoring two power-play goals, including a 5-on-3 tally. 
Boston scored on only one of its five power plays.  

Physicality was a central theme in Wednesday night's game, and that 
intensity isn't likely to subside one bit when the series shifts to Boston for 
Game 3 at TD Garden on Friday night. 
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Jeremy Swayman Gets The Game 3 Call For Desperate Boston Bruins 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

BRIGHTON, Mass – The desperate Boston Bruins will be making some 
changes ahead of Game 3 while down 0-2 in their best-of-seven series 
against the Carolina Hurricanes, with perhaps the biggest one being 
between the pipes. 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy named rookie netminder 
Jeremy Swayman as the starter for Friday night’s pivotal Game 3 against 
the Hurricanes on Friday night at TD Garden with the Black and Gold in a 
must-win situation against the Canes. It’s an interesting scenario for a 
Boston Bruins team in transition in net, as Swayman starting will be the 
first guy not named Rask or Thomas to make a home playoff start for the 
Boston Bruins since Andrew Raycroft way back in 2004. 

Did you know.. 

Jeremy Swayman or Linus Ullmark will be the first Boston Bruins goalie 
to start a playoff game at the Garden, besides Tuukka Rask or Tim 
Thomas, since… 

Andrew Raycroft – 4/9/2004 

22+ years ago 

Perspective – Red Sox still hadn’t won a World Series since 1918 

— Boston Sports Info (@bostonsportsinf) May 5, 2022 

This came a day after Cassidy lamented the inability to get a “timely 
save” in Wednesday night’s 5-2 loss to the Hurricanes by a Boston 
Bruins hockey club that clearly needs a spark. 

Ullmark is 0-2-0 with a 4.17 goals against average and .860 save 
percentage in two losses to the Hurricanes in his first two career 
postseason appearances, but Cassidy clearly wasn’t throwing the losses 
at Ullmark’s feet with so many breakdowns happening at both ends of the 
ice. 

“I think Linus [Ullmark] has been fine,” said Cassidy. “As I said after 
Game 1, I think we’ve got to do a better job at the other end, but if it ends 
up being one of those 2-1 games, we need a performance where we get 
that timely save and give the guys some life. That’s where we’re at right 
now. They’re scoring goals and they’re not giving very many up. There’s 
a little bit to do with both things. 

“I’m not saying Ullmark’s the reason…he’s not. But Swayman is going to 
be in there. He’ll get his opportunity. We talked about maybe at some 
point using both, so it’s going to be [Friday night]. Hopefully he’s up for 
the task.” 

Ullmark beat out Swayman for the starting spot to open the playoff series 
when the Bruins rookie goaltender struggled down the stretch with a 4-5-
0 record along with a 3.05 goals against average and .889 save 
percentage in the month of April. But Swayman has proven up to the task 
when called upon in big moments in the recent past and has shown more 
of an ability to stand on his head at times, so perhaps the Boston Bruins 
will see that out of their 23-year-old goaltender at the most desperate 
time of the season. 

Beyond Swayman going in for Ullmark, Mike Reilly will be inserted into 
the lineup on the back end as Hampus Lindholm will be out for Game 3 
after being on the receiving end of a nasty Andrei Svechnikov hit in the 
second period of Wednesday’s Game 2 loss. 

“He’s a left shot, he’s played a lot of games for us,” said Cassidy. “Right 
now, that would be the obvious choice to go in. He’s played with Charlie 
McAvoy, he’s played with [Brandon] Carlo. There shouldn’t be any 
adjustment period in terms of who he’s playing with. The adjustment 
period for him will be he’s getting injected into a very intense, physical 
playoff series. He’s got to be prepared for that type of hockey.” 

Swayman, Jesper Froden and Jakub Zboril were the only three Boston 
Bruins players out on the ice practicing at Warrior Ice Arena on Thursday 
morning while the rest of the B’s rested and recharged for a pivotal Game 
3. 
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Haggs: Boston Bruins In Big, Bad Trouble Vs. Carolina Hurricanes 
|BHN+ 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

The Boston Bruins are in big and bad trouble in their  series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Certainly, there won’t be any seismic damage done in the series until the 
home team loses on their own ice, but the Bruins have looked a step 
slow and unable to win the necessary battles while falling down 0-2 in the 
best-of-seven series with a 5-2 loss at PNC Arena on Wednesday night. 

Worse still, the Boston Bruins look like they’ve lost defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm after he was left dazed and confused by a punishing Andrei 
Svechnikov hit behind the Boston net in the second period of the loss. 
And the Bruins didn’t exactly make Svechnikov pay for taking a vicious, 
albeit clean, run at the Boston Bruins D-man while losing enough 
discipline to the point where the Hurricanes finished with nine power 
plays in the game. 

Hampus Lindholm needs help getting off the ice after this hit from Andrei 
Svechnikov. pic.twitter.com/kiHjVBTym6 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 5, 2022 

The Boston Bruins do deserve some credit for clawing back and making 
it a game behind a pair of goals that equaled Boston’s previous offensive 
output in 12 periods of play against the stingy Hurricanes this season, but 
they also know their backs are against the wall down 0-2 to a hockey 
club that’s had answers for them all year. 

This content is for BHN+ subscribers only. You can join us for only 
$3.99/month or get a whole year for just 34.99! 

Join us! –OR– Log in 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Bruins And Canes With Different Takes On Pastrnak-Raanta Collision 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes appeared to be galvanized after the David 
Pastrnak goalie interference penalty 7:47 into their 5-2 win over the 
Boston Bruins that gave them a 2-0 series lead. 

The Hurricanes would score twice before the first period ended and then 
again 1:10 into the second period before Patrice Bergeron cut the lead to 
3-1 14:57 into the middle frame. The temperature of the game physically, 
rose to levels reminiscent of the former Hartford Whalers’ battles with the 
Boston Bruins back in the Adams Division days and had PNC Arena 
rocking until the final siren. 

David Pastrnak collides with Antti Raanta, and the goaltender's leaving 
the game. pic.twitter.com/valxs95VtP 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 4, 2022 

As expected, following the game, there were two very different takes on 
the Pastrnak penalty from Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour and Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. When asked 
whether the hit was dirty, the former was convinced it was a cheap shot 
by Pastrnak and intent to injure. 

“What do you think?” Brind’Amour responded. “It can’t get any more 
obvious.” 

When asked the same question though, Cassidy made a valid point in 
defending his star winger: 

“It’s David Pastrnak. You think he’s gonna run — we’re on the power 
play. He’s trying to chase down a puck. You think his intention is to — 
that’s why they changed it from a 5 to a 2. His foot caught his pad. He’s 
trying to block the clear and get out of the way,” Cassidy said almost 
laughing at the suggestion his star winger was trying to injure Raanta. 

Regardless of Pasrtnak’s intentions on the play, it was clear that it gave 
the Hurricanes a pack mentality they applied to a game plan that was 
already giving the Bruins fits. 

“We’re not going to be pushed around, I guarantee that,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo, (three assists), said. “But I thought we did a 
really good job of being disciplined after the whistles. I thought we were 
staying out of the stuff they want to try to pull us into it, and we went to 
power plays instead.” 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Shinzawa: These Bruins are not built to come back against the 
Hurricanes 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm was well enough to fly to Boston 
with his teammates after Game 2. It was a positive turn, given the 
brutishness with which the Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov walloped the 
defenseman in Wednesday’s second period. 

It was the only piece of good news for the Bruins after their 5-2 loss, 
though. Everything else from their two-game North Carolina visit is best 
forgotten. 

• The Bruins trail the series, 2-0.  

• Lindholm will not play in Game 3. Mike Reilly, a healthy scratch for the 
first two games, will make his series debut on Friday. 

• The Bruins have two five-on-five goals in the series. 

• Nine of the 12 forwards have zero five-on-five points. 
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• Jeremy Swayman will take over the crease from Linus Ullmark, who 
was left hanging like a pendulum in the first two games. 

• The Bruins have not led the Hurricanes for a single second all year. 
Carolina has scored first in all five games. 

• The Hurricanes appear unstoppable. 

“They’re such a fast, pressure team,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “If you 
start playing east-west, you’re helping their game more than ours. It’s 
more direct, more straight up, is the things we need to do better in terms 
of managing the puck and closing in our D-zone.” 

Reilly has the ability to negate Carolina’s fury. He can retrieve pucks and 
snap them off his stick before the first forechecker arrives. Facilitating 
zone exits would go a long way in relieving the pressure and transporting 
the puck out of dangerous situations. 

Then again, one of Reilly’s shortcomings this season has been 
inconsistent defensive-zone coverage. The Hurricanes ravage 
unreliability when they attack. Whether Reilly’s strength will negate his 
weakness remains to be seen. 

“Our first touch, whoever happens to get it, that will help us get out,” said 
Cassidy. “At least minimize some of the stuff that’s going on in our own 
end. Offensive generation also comes from our forwards attacking and 
using their skill.” 

Reilly could use some good puck-moving company. Through two games, 
Charlie McAvoy has been the only defenseman to provide reliable and 
reasonable puck transportation.  

Matt Grzelcyk, usually sharp with his feet and stick, has been 
overwhelmed. Brandon Carlo’s Game 2 backhand over to Lindholm — a 
maneuver the coaches had discouraged because of the Hurricanes’ 
punctual arrivals — did not produce a healthy outcome for his partner. As 
for Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton, they would be higher on the depth 
chart if they could regularly execute speedy and clean departures. 

The Bruins’ choppy breakouts have stifled anything resembling a 
threatening offense. Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and Jake DeBrusk 
have had no room to breathe against Carolina’s No. 3 line of Nino 
Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast. The second line of Taylor 
Hall, Erik Haula and David Pastrnak has spent more time chasing the 
puck in the defensive zone. The next point the bottom-six forwards 
produce will be their first. 

Specifically, the Bruins’ go-to forwards, other than Bergeron, have gone 
missing. Marchand has just two five-on-five shots and one power-play 
assist. The only thing he has connected on is Pyotr Kochetkov, and for 
that Game 2 stickwork on the Hurricanes’ third-string goalie, the left wing 
was fined $5,000 on Thursday.  

Pastrnak has been just as quiet. None of the 10 five-on-five pucks he’s 
aimed on net has gone in. The right wing practically opened the door for 
Jaccob Slavin to pinch down the wall in Game 2 and set up Carolina’s 
second goal. 

The Bruins’ sports cars are spinning their tires. Their pickups need to get 
their rubber muddier. 

“We need to do a better job of staying there,” Cassidy said. “It’s not like 
we’re not willing to go there. I’ll give the guys credit. They’re trying to get 
to the dirty areas. That’s been evident on some of our chances around 
the front of the net. We’re just not finding all the rebounds.” 

The Bruins knew their attack was incomplete even after acquiring 
Lindholm. One reason the price was so high (2022 first-round pick, 
second-rounders in 2023 and 2024, Urho Vaakanainen) was Anaheim’s 
willingness to retain half of Lindholm’s salary and take on John Moore’s 
contract. This gave Don Sweeney enough cap space to land a forward. 

The high price of doing so discouraged the general manager from 
executing a deal. It may come back to cost him. 

Anton Blidh could displace Trent Frederic in Game 3. Chris Wagner is 
also waiting for his opportunity. 

Blidh is a fourth-liner. Wagner spent the entire year in the AHL prior to 
Game No. 82. Neither projects to move the offensive needle. There is no 
other help coming.  

Somehow, the roster that has yet to win one game against the 
Hurricanes must now claim four of the next five. It appears to be wishful 
thinking. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Stars shining defensively, Flames settle for split at 
home 

 

Eric Francis @EricFrancis  

May 6, 2022, 2:47 AM 

 

CALGARY — When the Calgary Flames said they had one goal in mind 
this spring, they didn’t actually mean one measly goal. 

Yet, that’s how many the league’s sixth-most prolific club has scored in 
its opening two playoff games against the Dallas Stars. 

Combined. 

This, against a rookie netminder, whose second playoff start as a 
professional included saves on all 29 shots that found their way through 
in a 2-0 win Thursday. 

Two nights after the Flames opened their playoff campaign with a 1-0 
win, the Stars turned the tables on a series featuring three total goals, 
including an empty netter. 

It says a lot about how tough it was for the Flames on Thursday when the 
best scoring chance they had all night came in the opening minute of the 
third when Stars defenceman Jani Hakanpaa hit his own post with an 
awkward clearing attempt in tight. 

Should the Flames be worried by lack of offence in postseason? 

“To be honest, I thought we had a couple more chances than we did in 
Game 1,” shrugged Johnny Gaudreau. 

“They’re a good defensive team. I thought we had plenty of scoring 
chances tonight. 

“Their goalie played well. A couple two-on-ones, a breakaway, they did a 
good job in their own zone. We’ve just got to score, bear down, put the 
puck in the net, starting with myself.” 

Gaudreau got his first two shots on goal in the series, on a frustrating 
night that saw five of his shot attempts miss the net and four others get 
blocked. 

It was a microcosm of the game, as the Stars bookended May the Fourth 
with a forcefield around their net that has made Jake Oettinger’s job 
much easier. 

“Same thing we’ve seen in Game 1 — one guy’s got to get a little bit 
more involved and not get boxed out so much,” said Darryl Sutter of no 
one player in particular. 

“Their defense blocks out. That’s a top defence in terms of that structure 
part. I said that before the series. They don’t give up much. Your big guys 
are going to have to get inside to score.” 

And screen. 
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Oettinger confident he's always belonged in NHL after first playoff 
shutout 

“If you get in front of him, that’s part of it,” added Sutter, whose club 
outshot Dallas 29-23 and went 0-for-3 on the power play. 

“We had a lot from the outside, I think, from our top guys. But they’ve got 
to be a little more … just be around the goalie more, I think.” 

All told, the Flames’ top line managed five shots on goal, but wasn’t 
much of a threat most of the evening. 

Even though it’s the same feast-to-famine narrative this team has 
authored in past playoff failures, it’s a little too early to start doing 
anything other than recognizing that both teams are content to try 
winning games with an air-tight defensive game. 

Yes, we know Sutter prefers using the term checking, but that’s a moot 
point given how good the Stars have been at squashing Flames entries 
and exiting their zone. 

Remember, this is how Sutter and the Flames got to Game 7 of the 2004 
Stanley Cup Final, so no one in southern Alberta is allowed to complain 
too loudly. 

Yet. 

“It’s playoff hockey — it’s not easy to score goals in the first place, let 
alone playing a team like this who play extremely defensive,” said Tyler 
Toffoli, who had a few good looks, with nothing to show for them. 

“Their defense does a good job of boxing out and all those things. We’ve 
got to find a way and kind of dig deep. Our goal was to go into Dallas and 
win two games anyways. It doesn’t really change our mindset, I don’t 
think. We have to go there and be prepared to play in Game 3 and just 
try to take control of the series again.” 

There is no panic from the coach or the players in a room with several 
Cup champions who knew there’d be struggles this time of year. 

Flip the narrative on its ear and praise Jacob Markstrom and Oettinger 
for posting 0.50 GAAs, only to come away with a split. 

However, fans will wonder and worry about the NHL’s top line this 
season, which has yet to make its mark 5-on-5. 

The Stars have limited Gaudreau’s time and space, closing almost every 
imaginable lane to the net. 

After being out-hit almost two to one in Game 1, the Stars responded by 
out-hitting the Flames in a game that saw the hosts give the puck away 
13 times more than Dallas did. 

Thirty-six of the Flames’ 65 shot attempts never got through, and when 
they did Oettinger easily gobbled them up. 

Frustrating for fans and players alike. 

Tkachuk and Klingberg get into it just 43 seconds into Game 2 

What did get the joint jumping was an exchange in the opening minute 
involving Matthew Tkachuk and John Klingberg, who punctuated Game 1 
with a threat his club would go after Rasmus Andersson. 

Klingberg covered up as Tkachuk flailed away at him with mitts on, 
drawing a roar from a crowd that booed the Stars defenceman all night. 

Klingberg got a measure of revenge seven minutes in when his 
forecheck on Noah Hanifin prompted a giveaway to Jason Robertson at 
the point, whose shot was deftly redirected over Markstrom by Joe 
Pavelski. 

Cue the same sort of lockdown Calgary employed so effectively two 
nights earlier. 

“That’s just how both teams play,” said Sutter, whose club travels to 
Dallas on Friday for Game 3 Saturday. 

“It’s quite identical to the game the other night. Just reverse who scored 
first. Close game, just like the first one — not much difference.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs Thoughts after Game 2: Power plays have 
been the difference 

 

Justin Bourne @jtbourne  

May 5, 2022, 12:57 PM 

 

When the puck goes to Nikita Kucherov on the half-wall on the power 
play, in theory he doesn’t have that many options. In theory, he can only: 
A) shoot it, or B) pass it. In theory. But when he’s on, it feels like he’s got 
100 options. I’m of the belief he’s the best half-wall player in the NHL. 

He can hit the one-timer, particularly a little cutter version that allows him 
to get slappers up high from in tight. He’s deceptive with his shot fakes, 
and he has among the game’s best vision, using all of the other four 
options to him on the rink. It seems we claim everyone who shoots the 
puck these days has a good release, which robs Kucherov of the credit 
he deserves. I’m not sure anyone can go from “there’s no chance he’s 
shooting it” to “uh-oh he shot it” faster than Tampa’s No. 86. 

In Wednesday night’s Leafs/Lightning game, in which Tampa evened up 
the series, Kucherov’s play on the power play was a fundamental reason 
for the outcome. He had a goal and two assists for three points, two of 
which came with Tampa Bay up a man, as he helped the Lightning to a 
3-for-7 outing, which was more in the line with their 40 per cent success 
rate in the final 10 games of the season. 

Early on I thought Kucherov was hesitant to shoot the puck, but once he 
started shooting, everything opened up for him. These touches aren’t 
perfect (particularly the first), but just look at the different choices he 
makes, and what he forces a PK to contend with. 

Kucherov creating so much offence from the half-wall in Game 2 

Everything Tampa wants to do on the power play runs through him 
(which makes shooters like Steven Stamkos more dangerous), and so 
the Leafs have to figure out what to do about Kucherov after the 
Lightning get set up. The Leafs PK was so effective in Game 1 because it 
never let Tampa get to that point of their power play. 

That will continue to be a big part of Toronto’s PK plan – making 
breakouts and zone entries difficult – but once they’re in-zone, I think 
their best bet is to not overcommit to the shot, and when it goes to 
Kucherov, find Tampa’s other forwards. I said he has a good one-timer, 
but he’s not Alex Ovechkin. If Kucherov kills the Leafs from there over 
seven games, the bulk of it is likely to be from sliding it in to Brayden 
Point, or across to Steven Stamkos, not smashing in a bunch of bombs. 
Let Jack Campbell know to commit to Kucherov shooting it, and to trust 
the Leafs’ PK to find the other available bodies. 

11 other thoughts… 

Toronto puts Tampa on the PP 12 times through two games 

The easiest thing to do to help the kill would be, y’know, not having a 
parade to the penalty box. In the regular season the Leafs were 17th in 
penalties taken, averaging about 3.5 per game. Nearly doubling that 
against the skill of the Lightning isn’t awesome. 

On the flip side, the Lightning were the second-most penalized team in 
the NHL this season, so this should draw the Leafs’ attention: 
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Toronto goes 0-for-4 on the power play after going 1-for-6 in Game 1. 
They’re now 1-for-10 total, and 0-for-9 at 5-on-4 

The Leafs’ power play in their final 10 games was about 14.4 per cent, a 
steep drop for a team that finished first in the NHL with a 27.3 power play 
percentage on the season. They generated a TON on their power plays 
in the early part of the game, and so a wise and thoughtful stat-knower 
would tell you: the puck will go in at some point. They’re generating good 
shots from good spots and the other team’s goalie just did good goalie-
ing, so be patient. 

But at some point a couple need to go in, right? The Leafs have had too 
many “the numbers say the puck should’ve gone in more” moments in 
their recent playoff past. 

Speaking of “the goalie”… 

The Lightning’s three most important players were unbelievable 

Andrei Vasilevskiy may have got scored on three times, but he was 
unreal in the first and on the PK, including robbing Timothy Liljegren with 
a desperation road hockey-style glove save. Victor Hedman tossed up a 
goal and three assists for four points, and was all-around awesome 
moving the puck up and out of Tampa’s end. I already mentioned 
Kucherov’s showing, and this is where the difference was made. These 
three guys on Tampa controlled a lot of the game. For the Leafs, Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner were good, William Nylander played well, 
but there’s more to give there. 

Partially because… 

Paging John Tavares 

He wasn’t impactful, and they could sure use him to be. 

Not everyone on Tampa Bay was great either though, even among their 
better players. 

At even-strength the line of Palat-Kucherov-Stamkos got stuffed in a 
locker 

In eight minutes of 5-on-5 ice heavily against the Matthews line, this 
Lightning trio were on for five shot attempts for, and 11 against, but more 
importantly, they had an expected goals percentage of 11.5 per cent. The 
Matthews group forechecked the heck out of the puck in Game 2, 
resulting in a lot of time where the Bolts’ best offensive line was left to 
stand around playing D on the un-fun half of the rink for them. 

About that top line… 

Game 2 was a reminder of why Michael Bunting has value on the top line 

Not that I thought Bunting was good, in fact, I barely noticed him. But that 
he’s able to finish the sequence so perfectly embodied the best of that 
group – Matthews using his body for a takeaway and poking the puck to 
Marner, who makes a great set-up – and that line just needs a guy who 
can convert there. I expect better from No. 58 overall, but his goal proved 
his worth even in a ho-hum showing. 

Not ho-hum? The Lightning’s pesky fourth line, even though they barely 
played. 

They combined to draw three penalties (one by Perry and two by 
Bellemare), they scored once, and the shot attempts were 7-2 for Tampa 
Bay when they were on the ice. Perry also got to fall on Campbell, which 
I’m sure delighted him. They were way too relevant a group considering 
Maroon’s total time-on-ice was 5:30, Perry was over 11 minutes, and 
Bellemare was in the middle. 

Somehow they find a way to contribute positively while barely playing: 

Tampa's 4th line causing havoc and many Maple Leafs' penalties in 
Game 2 

Not as impactful? The Leafs’ fourth line 

The Leafs lines were in an absolute blender for most of the night, partially 
because the fourth line they started with — Kase/Blackwell/Simmonds — 
was an abomination statistically, with the numbers you see below being 
their ice time, then the shot attempts for while they were on the ice, the 
shot attempts against while they were on the ice, and that expressed as 
a percentage: 

So that wasn’t great. What’s weird about the numbers though, is that I 
didn’t dislike Kase or Blackwell. I thought both played perfectly fine (and 
quite physically). In 5:25 of ice, Simmonds managed to take two bad 
penalties, including one which gave a notorious cheap shot artist (Corey 
Perry) a chance to fall on his goalie. The second came after Campbell 
stopped Kucherov on a breakaway to keep the score at 4-1 with 15 
minutes to play, which all but ended the game when Tampa added 
another. There’s no way Simmonds is in Game 3 with Jason Spezza 
(and Kyle Clifford) sitting on the outside trying to get in. I like Simmonds 
and he’ll get back in. The rest will only help him. 

Another guy the numbers sell short? 

Jack Campbell was good 

Despite giving up five, and not loving the Hedman goal with a second left 
in the first, Campbell made a lot of important saves to keep the Leafs 
relevant late. I thought he made at least a half-dozen stops he wouldn’t 
have made when he was struggling in the middle of the season, and he 
gave the Leafs a chance. 

Jack Campbell turned aside many good Lightning chances in Game 2 

On defence, one fringe Leafs defender stood out: 

Ilya Lyubushkin did not look fun to play against 

Loved Ilya Lyubushkin’s game. If he’s going to play like that the Leafs 
can’t take him out of the lineup. He was just so physical, battling for every 
inch, never backing down, and being miserable to play against. By the 
end of Game 2 Alex Killorn would probably have rather got a tattoo over 
road rash on his rib cage than have to play another shift after Lyubushkin 
the big D-man hit him so many times. Rielly was also up the ice on the 
rush a ton, which he’s obviously comfortable doing know since 
Lyubushkin sure won’t be doing the same on the other side. 

So big takeaway after two games? 

The Leafs should feel good about how they stack up so far 

If you’re the Toronto Maple Leafs, splitting at home isn’t a win, but it’s not 
some huge loss either, and the run of play should be encouraging. I 
thought they’ve been able to do the things they’re going to need to be 
able to do to have success, like getting hard forechecking, and good 
even strength play from the Matthews line. The Leafs D aren’t quick, but 
at 5-on-5 the Lightning forwards don’t seem like too much for them to 
handle. And hey, they’ve been able to get to Vasilevskiy. 

It’s reasonable to call the Leafs underdogs now, with maximum five 
games left in the series, three of which could be in Florida. But it’s not 
like they’ve just been hanging on so far, worried about the game getting 
away from them. Special teams dictated the outcome in Game 2. If the 
Leafs can play with the same tenacity and energy they have through 120 
minutes, where they’ve been the marginally better team, they’re on track 
to push the defending champs to their limits. That’s all you can do, and 
see if that group will just bend, or eventually break. 
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WINNIPEG – Morgan Barron spent the last month leaving a positive 
impression on his new employer, doing his best to show the Winnipeg 
Jets that he was ready for full-time duty. 

His reward? 

A return ticket to the Manitoba Moose of the American Hockey League 
and his first crack at the Calder Cup playoffs. 

Make no mistake, this trip to the minors is not a demotion for the versatile 
forward. 

It’s another valuable opportunity to build on the work he’s been doing 
since he was acquired along with two second-round picks (one of which 
can turn into a first) and Andrew Copp from the New York Rangers on 
the day of the NHL trade deadline. 

“I’m just trying to make lemonade out of the lemons,” Barron told 
reporters in Winnipeg on Wednesday. “Yeah, (it’s) a really good group. I 
got to know them that first week after the trade. They were really 
welcoming to me and I really enjoyed playing with them. I kind of had an 
inkling that I would be down here for the playoff run, so I’ve been gearing 
up for it and getting ready. I’m just excited to get down. Playoff hockey is 
different, whether it’s the AHL or the NHL, so I’m excited about that.” 

Barron has shown well since the trade, appearing in five games with the 
Moose before suiting up in the final 14 games of the NHL season with the 
Jets. 

Used mostly in a third- or fourth-line role, Barron did get a cameo on a 
line with Nikolaj Ehlers and Paul Stastny, flashing offensive flair to go 
along with a dependable two-way game, finishing with two goals and four 
points. 

Trying to solidify a spot on a checking line with Adam Lowry and Mason 
Appleton can wait until training camp in September. 

For the time being, the focus for Barron will be on doing his part to play 
significant minutes for the Moose and providing scoring on a team that 
features plenty of balance but not a lot of guys who would necessarily be 
considered game-breakers. 

“We just have a lot of stick-togetherness, or whatever you want to call it,” 
Moose defenceman Johnny Kovacevic told reporters. “If you look up and 
down our lineup, we don’t really have anyone who’s leading the league in 
scoring or who’s even close, really. We just do it by committee. 

“On any given night, any line could step up. I think the beauty of our team 
is our depth and that we don’t rely on one guy to score. We just rely on 
the whole team. I think we just play for each other. We play together.” 

Thanks to his blend of size (6-foot-4, 220 pounds) and skill, Barron 
figures to be the type of player that can elevate his game when the 
stakes are highest. 

“I’d like to think so. That’s part of my game, that I’ve always wanted to 
ramp up to that,” said Barron. “Those are the most meaningful games of 
the year for everybody. Everybody strives to be a player who can excel in 
that environment, and I hope to do that.” 

Because of the pandemic, this is the first taste of professional playoff 
action for many members of the Moose, who open the first-round best-of-
five series with the Milwaukee Admirals on Friday night in Wisconsin. 

Barron has already been through a lot this season, but he’s fully invested 
in trying to help the Moose go deep. 

“I want to win a Calder Cup. That’s the goal for everybody in that room,” 
said Barron. “It would be a pretty cool experience. Everyone that I’ve 
talked to who has gone on deep runs and have either won or come up a 

little short, everyone says it’s an absolute blast to do it. It’s a great group 
in there, so I’d love to do it with those guys.” 

The Moose finished second in the Central Division with a record of 41-
24-7 (89 points) and went 7-4-1 in 12 regular season meetings with the 
Admirals, whose leading scorer is Winnipegger Cody Glass, who had 14 
goals and 62 points in 66 games this season after the sixth-overall pick in 
the 2017 NHL Draft was acquired by the Nashville Predators in a three-
team deal that included the Vegas Golden Knights and Philadelphia 
Flyers. 

Barron is far from the only member of the Moose who could boost their 
stock within the organization by going on a long playoff run during the 
coming weeks and months. 

Others include: 

Dylan Samberg, D: Despite dealing with a pair of injuries – including a 
high-ankle sprain on the first day of Jets training camp – the 2017 
second-rounder returns to the Moose with an incredible jolt of confidence 
given how he finished the NHL season. Not only did Samberg show that 
he’s ready for prime time, he looked right at home alongside Neal Pionk 
on the second pairing. There’s a calmness and composure to his game 
when it comes to his puck movement and he also brings an edge that will 
come in handy in the playoffs. Those first 15 NHL games will make him 
feel right at home when he sees his first playoff action since helping the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth Bulldogs capture a second straight NCAA 
Frozen Four title in 2019. 

Ville Heinola, D: There’s little doubt the 2019 first-rounder would be 
frustrated by suiting up in only 12 games with the Jets this season, but 
he’s used his time with the Moose wisely, dedicating himself to improving 
his defensive game. Heinola is a dynamic player who can make a 
massive impact on the outcome, given his vast skill set. The best thing 
he can do is to dominate at this level and leave no doubt that the Jets 
need to make room for him among the defence corps this fall. 

Johnny Kovacevic, D: The third-year pro has been an anchor on the 
Moose shutdown pair (often with Samberg) and also managed to deliver 
career highs in goals (11), assists (19) and points (30). Kovacevic got 
into the first four NHL games of his career this season and figures to not 
only compete for a roster spot with the Jets, he could be in the mix to be 
in the lineup, especially since he plays the right side and figures to be 
someone who could help with the penalty kill. Kovacevic won’t be exempt 
from waivers next season and you can expect for him to log big minutes 
against quality competition during the playoffs. 

Declan Chisholm, D: The fleet-footed blue-liner suited up in his first two 
NHL games earlier this season and showed well, using his skating ability 
to assist with zone exits while defending well, despite his relative 
inexperience. Along with frequent partner Leon Gawanke, this pairing will 
be important when it comes to driving offensive play and moving the 
puck. Chisholm recently returned from an injury and started to turn the 
corner in last week’s games against the Abbotsford Canucks. 

David Gustafsson, C: The 2021 Moose Most Valuable Player was limited 
to two NHL games this season due to the combination of suffering two 
fluke injuries and then landing in COVID-19 protocol (opening the door 
for Mikey Eyssimont to make his NHL debut). But he put that 
disappointment behind him and is ready to leave his mark on the 
postseason. Gustafsson is used in all situations and wants to leave no 
doubt in the mind of Jets brass that he’s ready for a promotion next 
season. Despite being limited to 47 games, Gustafsson finished tied for 
sixth in points with 30 and fourth in goals with 15. The last time 
Gustafsson suited up in a playoff game was in 2018-19, so you can be 
sure his enthusiasm level is going to be high. 

Kristian Vesalainen, LW: Speaking of disappointment, the Jets’ 2017 
first-rounder started the season in the NHL on the third line but was 
unable to take advantage of the opportunity. His offensive confidence 
was virtually non-existent once he was relegated to fourth-line duty, and 
he was eventually reassigned to the Moose after managing just two goals 
and three points in 53 games. The belief was that additional ice time and 
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puck touches would help Vesalainen feel better about his game, but he 
hasn’t exactly been lighting it up, recording three goals and six points in 
17 AHL games. The playoffs represent a full reset for Vesalainen and, as 
a pending restricted free agent, finishing the season on a high note is of 
the utmost importance. 

Jeff Malott, LW: It’s been quite an ascension since signing an AHL deal 
with the Moose after completing his senior season with the Cornell Big 
Red. Malott has led the Moose in goals in each of the past two seasons, 
earned his first two-way NHL deal last offseason and made his NHL 
debut on March 20 against the Chicago Blackhawks. For a team that 
didn’t have enough secondary scoring this season, Malott is on the radar 
and wants to show he’s more than just a depth player or recall option. 

Mikhail Berdin, G: This is the third consecutive season the 2016 sixth-
rounder has been the Moose starter, but he battled injury and appeared 
in only 32 games while posting a record of 19-10-2 with a .902 save 
percentage and 2.40 goals-against average (his lowest since posting a 
2.34 GAA as a rookie pro back in 2018-19). Although the Jets are 
expected to try to retain the services of pending Group 6 UFA Eric 
Comrie, Berdin has a one-way contract for next season and is no longer 
exempt from waivers. So, you could say he’ll have plenty of motivation to 
be at his best when it matters most. 
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In October, the Ottawa Senators will celebrate 30 years of hockey since 
returning to the NHL in 1992. 

Fans of a certain vintage will recall the challenging expansion years, the 
drafting of future stars and the first playoff experience of 1997, which 
started a run of 11 consecutive years of playoff contention. 

Are the Sens on the verge of another extended run of playoff 
appearances? 

The similarities are apparent. In those glory days, there was a developing 
core of Daniel Alfredsson, Alexei Yashin, Marian Hossa, Chris Phillips, 
Wade Redden and Martin Havlat et al. … and today the Sens have Brady 
Tkachuk, Josh Norris, Tim Stützle, Drake Batherson, Thomas Chabot 
and Jake Sanderson. 

In the 1990s and early 2000s, the Senators augmented their young core 
via trades and free agency to bring in Shawn McEachern, Igor Kravchuk, 
Zdeno Chara, Jason Spezza (a second-overall pick acquired from the 
New York Islanders), Patrick Lalime, Dany Heatley (although it cost them 
Hossa), and many others. 

At his year-end media availability Sunday, Pierre Dorion sounded like a 
GM ready to add some key support pieces, “quality players,” as he 
phrased it, and not just the journeyman-type of off-season additions over 
the past few seasons. 

That seems like a good starting point for Ottawa’s summer checklist, 
items on the to-do board of a team that doesn’t want to be thought of as 
rebuilding anymore, but something closer to built. 

A top winger for Stützle 

Dorion quipped that he would pay money for a ticket to watch Stützle 
play. Oh, he will pay, all right, but for a contract, not a ticket. That will 

likely be next off-season, when this exciting young centre would be a 
pending RFA. In the meantime, Stützle’s more immediate need is a 
scoring winger. The chemistry on the Sens’ top line of Tkachuk-Norris-
Batherson is irrefutable. There is simply no need to tinker with it. Stützle 
has not had the same luxury of continuity with linemates. And while Alex 
Formenton showed tremendous growth as a possible second-line left 
wing and penalty killer, and Connor Brown is a true pro on the right side, 
when the Sens are ready to contend, Brown becomes the prototypical 
third-line winger. Ottawa needs an elite winger on that right side, 
someone of Claude Giroux’s calibre. Giroux, who will be a UFA in July, is 
a natural centre, but can play right wing, and is lining up there with the 
Florida Panthers (next to Sam Bennett and Jonathan Huberdeau). Giroux 
makes his home in Ottawa and could be persuaded to sign here, 
especially if he happened to win a Stanley Cup with the Panthers this 
spring (lots of work to do there). If not Giroux, specifically, the Sens need 
a player of this ilk. 

Trade draft picks, if necessary 

Ottawa has five picks in the first three rounds of the upcoming NHL draft. 
Two of those picks originally belonged to Tampa Bay (a second-rounder) 
and Boston (third-rounder). Feeling lucky? The Senators hold a 6.5 per 
cent chance of landing the first-overall pick in the May 10 draft lottery. 
They are currently slotted at seventh. Dorion said he is willing to trade 
any pick other than first overall, and seems open to the possibility of 
moving picks and prospects to get a good established player. 

“Our cupboard is full of prospects,” Dorion said. “At times we’ve done 
things in the past to just bring in depth, character guys. Now, we 
definitely have the resources to add quality, at a certain price.” 

The Sens have talked in the past about possibly trading one of their 
higher picks for immediate help. I wonder if this is the year it actually 
happens. 

The Senators have said they aren’t ready to spend right to the cap 
immediately, and until they do, they have a lot of flexibility with their 
payroll. Several of their rivals could be in need of cap relief this summer 
and might have to move some very good players to free up room. Dorion 
will be keeping an eye on those situations to see if he might be able to 
pick up an established forward or defenceman in exchange for a 
prospect and/or picks. The Sens were already able to acquire useful 
winger Mathieu Joseph at the trade deadline, in part because the 
Lightning did not want to get into salary arbitration with Joseph. Combine 
the salary-cap pressures of certain teams with the usual summer 
turnover as teams tweak their rosters, and there will be lots of opportunity 
for the Sens to acquire a player or two of substance. 

Sign Norris to a lengthy deal 

Happily, Dorion related the story of having an exit meeting with Norris 
and hearing from the player that he wants to get his new contract done 
ASAP. Music to a GM’s ears, especially after spending all of last summer 
and all of training camp trying to get Tkachuk signed in 2021 (that deal 
was done on the day of the season opener). Avoiding this kind of 
distraction is important for a team that wants to avoid a third straight 
season of poor starts. With a team-leading 35 goals this season and 
huge upside at age 22, Norris is going to get paid. Likely something in 
the $8-million-plus range, like his good pal Tkachuk (six years x $8.14 
million). Dorion is expected to get down to business soon with Norris’ 
agent Scott Oster, with whom he has already had preliminary talks. 

Joseph, Brannstrom and other RFA contracts 

Interestingly, Dorion said he has also started contract talks with Erik 
Brannstrom’s camp, so that probably rules out the thought that Ottawa 
could move on from the defenceman acquired from Vegas as part of the 
2019 Mark Stone trade. Brannstrom, who turns 23 in September, has 
had a tough time getting established as an NHL regular, but played a lot 
more than expected this season due to injuries and illness on Ottawa’s 
roster. In 53 games, Brannstrom failed to score but chipped in 14 assists 
and played 19:46 per night on average. That’s up from 16:21 a year 
earlier, when he saw action in just 30 games. Both head coach D.J. 
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Smith and Dorion spoke highly of Brannstrom’s development this season. 
In fact, Dorion went so far as to say he was the team’s most improved 
defenceman. One way to quantify that development? A year ago, it was 
hard to tell Brannstrom and Victor Mete apart, as players or as value. 
Now, Mete is looking for work and Brannstrom is about to get extended. 
The Sens will also sign speedy wingers Joseph and Formenton to new 
deals. Both are restricted free agents. Joseph fit in nicely after coming 
over at the deadline for pending UFA Nick Paul. 

Decide on role players to keep or trade 

Speaking of RFA players, forwards Adam Gaudette and Dylan Gambrell 
– both 25 – are also up for deals this summer. Dorion must decide 
whether to keep them. Gambrell had the better finish to his season, 
combining to form a highly effective fourth line with Parker Kelly and 
Austin Watson. Gaudette, meanwhile, didn’t record a point after March 5, 
despite getting ample opportunity to play alongside Stützle when Brown 
got hurt. Between Ottawa and AHL Belleville, the Sens are deep in role 
players. Joseph, who can play up and down the lineup, Mark Kastelic, 
Ridley Greig and Tyler Boucher probably fit into that role-player category. 
Watson and Kelly appear to be locks to return. So, there is lots of 
flexibility for Dorion in this area to hold or to deal. 

Get out the lucky charm 

Asked on Ottawa sports radio this week if he had any lucky trinkets or 
clothing to wear for the draft lottery, Dorion replied that the only thing he 
could think of was the $5 he won in golf while playing local golf pro Brad 
Fritsch. Fritsch is a huge Sens fan and Dorion pal. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews, Marner build momentum, but task gets tougher in 
Tampa 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a team meeting on Thursday at Ford Performance Centre before 
travelling to Tampa ahead of Friday’s Game 3 matchup. 

After combining for just one goal against the Montreal Canadiens in last 
year's playoffs, Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner are off to a 
productive start against the Tampa Bay Lightning this year. Both have 
two goals and three assists through two games.   

"They've been great," said winger Wayne Simmonds. "Obviously, 
everyone's going to dwell on the past. Hopefully these first two games 
kind of put that to bed. It's up to the rest of us to match their intensity. Big 
kudos to those guys. Those guys were putting their bodies on the line 
and doing everything they could." 

They've been impressive at both ends of the ice. Matthews chased down 
Steven Stamkos to deny an odd-man rush on Wednesday. 

"When you see things like Matty back checking and breaking up two-on-
ones and stuff like that, it goes a long way for your group," noted veteran 
defenceman Mark Giordano.  

Matthews has taken on a greater leadership role this season. His 
message after the Game 2 defeat?  

"They came with a push and now it's our turn to push back and make 
sure that we have an answer," the 24-year-old said.  

Matthews on Leafs' mindset heading into Game 3: 'It’s our turn to push 
back' 

After being dominated in Game 2 on home ice, Auston Matthews 
describes the Leafs' mindset heading into Game 3 on the road, and 
explains that the team's main focus is on pushing back. Meanwhile, Mark 
Giordano and Sheldon Keefe discuss the lessons learned Wednesday 
night, and the importance of better discipline. 

The Leafs own a 4-0 edge in five-on-five play with Matthews on the ice 
so far.  

But the task for Toronto's top line will presumably be tougher in the next 
two games as the series shifts to Tampa where Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper will have the last-change advantage.  

"Obviously, it gives them a bit of an edge," Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe 
acknowledged. "I would imagine you are going to see [Brayden] Point, 
[Anthony] Cirelli, and [Alex] Killorn trying to get a lot of time against 
Matthews." 

The Leafs top line struck twice on Wednesday, but Cirelli wasn't on the 
ice for either tally. Much like Phillip Danault, who was effective for the 
Canadiens last year, Cirelli will be laser focused on the defensive side of 
the game. 

"He doesn't cheat," Cooper stressed. "He doesn't quit, he always stops 
on pucks and he has an anticipation that's ahead of most people. An 
excellent stick. Every fundamental. There's [Patrice] Bergeron and [Anze] 
Kopitar, those elite guys, but you ask anybody and playing against Cirelli 
is not fun. He just has an innate ability to know … where the guy's going 
to go and where the puck is going to be and be able to take it away." 

"He plays fast," observed Matthews. "Very versatile. He kind of does 
everything for them as well, [including] penalty kill, power play. He's a 
good player and maybe gets a little under-[rated] because of all the star 
players they have. He's a big driver for them." 

Cirelli played his way onto a few Selke Trophy ballots last year finishing 
20th overall in voting for the league's top defensive forward.  

"He's a hound," Cooper continued. "It's a trait that a lot of guys don't have 
because they don't practice it or feel like it's a necessity, because 
everyone wants to put the puck in the net." 

"He's a great skater," Killorn said. "Even when he sometimes gets out of 
position, he does a great job getting back. He's great at winning 50-50 
battles. It's something that doesn't get talked about enough. In the 
corners and big-time battles at the blue line, it seems like he's always on 
the winning side of those."  

As series shifts to Tampa, challenge gets even harder for Leafs' top line 

The Maple Leafs' top line scored a couple of goals in Game 2 but 
Anthony Cirelli wasn't on the ice for either of them. Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner should see a lot more of the Lightning's Selke candidate 
now that Jon Cooper has the last change advantage in Tampa. Mark 
Masters has more. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 31 of 34 shots in the Game 2 win. He's now 
15-0 after a loss since the start of the 2020 playoffs. When it comes to 
bouncing back, there's no one better right now than the Conn Smythe 
Trophy winner.     

"He has done a remarkable job at it," agreed Leafs goalie Jack Campbell. 
"For me, personally, it's just exciting. Turn the page and get to play 
another hockey game against a great team. It will be a lot of fun." 

Campbell is 1-2 following a loss in his limited Stanley Cup playoff career 
with all those games happening last year against Montreal.  

Campbell allowed five goals on 34 shots in Game 2.  

"I felt good in there," he said. "I still expect myself, when it's me against 
the shooter, to come up with all those saves. But, overall, some good 
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stuff. Just got to keep working. It's a tough opponent and excited for the 
challenge." 

One of the one-on-one situations that Campbell wanted a do-over on was 
the Victor Hedman buzzer beater on the power play at the end of the first 
period.  

"He's got a long reach so I anticipated him to shoot it or pass it backside," 
Campbell said. "I just got to stay a little more composed." 

Toronto's parade to the penalty box made Campbell's life harder.  

"Obviously a pretty tough power play with those two guys," Campbell 
said of Nikita Kucherov and Stamkos, who operate on the flanks. "Not too 
many teams have the two options." 

Tampa got seven chances on the man advantage on Wednesday and 
converted on three of them with Kucherov and Point also getting on the 
board.  

"There were a lot of challenging looks on that power play," Keefe said. 
"With Kucherov, you never know if he is going to shoot, pass or when he 
is going to shoot it, or who he is going to pass it to. He presents a lot of 
challenges for a goalie. We have to make it easier on him when we can 
on our penalty kill. Otherwise, I thought he battled. I thought he made 
good saves for us. It is not a reason why we didn't win the game." 

Campbell looking to steal a page from Vasilevskiy and bounce back in 
Game 3 

Jack Campbell credits Andrei Vasilevskiy's ability to turn the page on a 
playoff loss in his career, and is looking forward to the challenge for 
himself to do the same in Game 3 on the road. 

The Leafs have been shorthanded 12 times already in the series.  

"If you pay attention around the league, they're calling it tight right now," 
Giordano said. "There's a lot of power plays. As players we have to 
recognize that and adjust to that and take less penalties. When you give 
a team like that that many touches their top players start feeling better 
about themselves." 

Toronto's penalty kill was a perfect 5/5 in Game 1, but cracked under the 
weight of the workload on Wednesday.  

"They got a lot of skill," noted Marner. "They got practice. They got video. 
They can eventually kind of see what we're trying to do and make plays 
around it. It's the same thing when we get a lot of opportunities." 

The Leafs took 3.57 penalties per 60 minutes in the regular season, 
which ranked 17th in the NHL. So, what's going on right now? 

"The [holding] one on Giordano yesterday is one that happens 50 times a 
game in front of the net on both sides," Keefe said. "That one didn't go 
our way. The second penalty to [Alex] Kerfoot [for holding] is one we 
cannot take at the end of the period. It had been good a period to that 
point for us. Now we have to kill it, give them another look and it ends up 
being 1-0 at the end of the first." 

Simmonds was called for roughing Pierre-Édouard Bellemare in the 
second period and cross-checking Corey Perry in the third. Tampa 
scored on both those power plays.  

"That stings," Simmonds said. "I'm a man. I can admit when I was wrong. 
I was wrong twice and we paid for it."   

"Obviously, the two Simmonds penalties after the whistle are tough 
penalties for us to take," Keefe said. "We have to manage that better." 

The Leafs fourth line failed to gain traction in Game 2. Simmonds was 
undisciplined and the group, which also included Colin Blackwell and 
Ondrej Kase, was on the ice for a goal against.  

Kyle Clifford is eligible to return on Friday after serving his one-game 
suspension. Jason Spezza is also available after sitting out the first two 
games. 

"We have time to process it," Keefe said of his lineup options. "It is a 
quick turnaround because of a travel day and a non-practice day. We 
haven't dug too deeply into anything for tomorrow yet. We were just 
chatting a little bit about yesterday. We will make our decisions. We will 
see how the group is doing from a health perspective and make our 
determinations from there." 

If Spezza gets in, what is Keefe looking for?  

"I would expect a veteran player like him to know how to play," the coach 
stated. "He is not going to panic. He trusts his ability and his skill." 

Spezza, who registered a point in four of his final five regular season 
games, skated with the black aces on Thursday morning. He spent time 
working on power-play shots from his office on the flank. Spezza is the 
quarterback of the second unit when he's in the lineup.  

Toronto is 1/10 on the power play in the series with the lone goal coming 
via a five-on-three advantage.  

"There's little things that maybe we can look to do," said Matthews, "but 
not completely abandoning what has made us successful all year. At 
times in this series we've had some really good opportunities and some 
really good chances. There's little adjustments we can make, but we've 
had some chances and just need to see the puck go in." 

Toronto had the NHL's best power play in the regular season (27.3 per 
cent), but the units cooled off in April. The Leafs converted at only a 17.7 
per cent clip in the regular season's final month. 

The Leafs did not hold a practice on Thursday, but Campbell and Jake 
Muzzin hit the ice with the black aces and healthy scratches.  

Muzzin, who scored the game-winning goal on Monday, is playing 
through an injury, but has looked comfortable through two games of the 
series.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Keefe hasn't decided on lineup changes for Game 3 

The Maple Leafs held a team meeting on Thursday and Sheldon Keefe 
said he hasn't decided on what sort of changes he may or may not make 
for Game 3. Mark Masters has more. 

Hedman looked quite comfortable on Wednesday night as he piled up 
four points.  

"He's the best defenceman in the league," said Giordano. "He has been 
for the last five, six years for a reason. I think he plays really well in his 
own zone. He can get up the ice and plays in all situations. Got to stay 
above him, can't let him join the play when he wants to." 

Hedman is the active leader in career playoff points by a defenceman (92 
in 134 games).  

"He's big," said Matthews. "He's strong. He kind of does everything out 
there offensively and defensively. He's kind of the anchor of their team." 

'He's the best defenceman in the league': Giordano, Matthews praise 
Hedman 

Mark Giordano and Auston Matthews discuss the challenges of going up 
against Victor Hedman, and Giordano praises the Lightning blueliner, 
calling him "the best defenceman in the league and saying he has been 
for the last 5-6 years. 
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USA TODAY / No city with NBA, NHL teams has done this in 74 
seasons. Is this the year for a title sweep? 
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Jeff Miller  |  Special to USA TODAY Sports 

 

South Florida, you’re in position to make “winter sports” history. 

This is the 75th season in which the NBA and the NHL will both crown 
champions, and never has the same city or market won both the NBA 
championship and the Stanley Cup in the same season. 

The Miami Heat finished first in the NBA East, thereby seeded to reach 
The Finals, and is playing the Philadelphia 76ers in the second round of 
the playoffs. The Florida Panthers finished with the best record in the 
NHL, claiming the franchise’s first Presidents’ Trophy, and are playing 
the Washington Capitals in the opening round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

There are currently 14 markets in North America with franchises in both 
the NHL and the NBA. Seven qualified teams in both sports this 
postseason with four the NBA teams eliminated in the first round. Still 
alive are Boston’s Celtics and Bruins, Dallas’ Mavericks and Stars plus 
the Miami area’s teams. 

If the Panthers and Heat so much as reach their respective league 
championship rounds, that would mark only the ninth time that one 
market has done that. In the previous eight instances, the first participant 
won four times only to see the second one lose. 

Nets fall short as Tim Duncan goes off 

The most recent “double finalist” was the New York metropolitan area in 
2003 with the New Jersey Devils and the New Jersey Nets. 

The Devils were seeded No. 2 in the East, upset No. 1 Ottawa in the 
East Finals and defeated Anaheim, a long shot at No. 7 in the West, in 
seven games to win the Cup on June 9. At that point, the Nets trailed 
San Antonio in The Finals two games to one. 

Led by Jason Kidd and Kenyon Martin, New Jersey was seeded second 
in the East at 49-33 and had swept No. 1 Detroit in the conference finals. 
The Spurs finished 60-22, tied with Dallas for the NBA’s best record. 

The Nets won Game 4 at home 77-76, but that was their final victory of 
the series. The Spurs took Games 5 and 6, with NBA Most Valuable 
Player Tim Duncan going off for 21 points, 20 rebounds and 10 assists in 
the clincher played in the Alamo City six days after the Devils won the 
Stanley Cup. 

While the Nets came within two wins of completing the double; one 
location has come within one game. And that was also within the New 
York metropolitan area. 

The Knicks, Bob Costas and the O.J. chase 

On June 14, 1994, the New York Rangers ended the franchise’s fabled 
54-year Stanley Cup drought with a Game 7 win over Vancouver. Their 
Madison Square Garden brethren, the New York Knicks, were seeded 
second in the East that season, which was the first of two in which 
Michael Jordan was away from the Chicago Bulls trying to become a 
major league baseball player. With top-seeded Atlanta knocked off in the 
conference semifinals by No. 5 Indiana, the Knicks beat the Pacers in 
seven games and were three games into The Finals, trailing Houston two 
games to one. 

The Knicks took Games 4-5 at home to move ahead three games to two. 
Game 5 was played on the night during which much of the nation was 
captivated by live coverage of the O.J. Simpson-white Bronco slow-
speed chase across the Los Angeles area. With The Finals on NBC, Bob 
Costas was called upon to perform the unlikely broadcast duty of cutting 
between live action from the Garden to the helicopter shots from high 
above L.A. 

After the series returned to Houston, the Rockets won Game 6, 86-84, 
with MVP Hakeem Olajuwon blocking John Starks’ three-point shot at the 
finish on June 19, the day the Rangers held their Cup parade in 
Manhattan. Houston then took the finale, 90-84, with Starks infamously 

shooting 2-for-18 from the floor and missing all 11 of his attempts from 
behind the three-point line. 

The Heat has been the NBA’s top overall team once, in 2012-13 as 
defending champion. Miami rallied from a 3-2 Finals deficit to San 
Antonio to repeat thanks to Ray Allen’s three-pointer from the right corner 
to send Game 6 to overtime. 

Let’s look back at some other memorable “near misses” in the history of 
Stanley Cup and NBA championship chases: 

So close in Boston 

With all those NBA championship banners hanging in Boston Garden 
from the late 1950s through the late ‘60s, the Celtics provided excellent 
opportunities for Beantown to celebrate double titles. But the Bruins 
couldn’t make it happen. 

It almost occurred in 1957, Bill Russell’s rookie year. The Celtics won the 
championship on April 13, beating the St. Louis Hawks in seven games. 
The Bruins finished third in the six-team league, knocked off No. 1 Detroit 
in the opening round and faced No. 2 Montreal in the Final. The 
Canadiens won the second straight of what would be five consecutive 
Stanley Cups. 

The Celtics and Bruins both reached the championship round in 1958, 
and both lost to the same opponents from the previous year. 

The Celts famously added 10 more titles over the next 11 years. The 
Bruins missed the playoffs eight times during that span and finished last 
six times. 

That NBA dynasty’s final bow came with Boston’s fourth-place team in 
1968-69 winning every series without homecourt advantage. The Bruins, 
building something special with young Bobby Orr, lost in the semifinals to 
Montreal. 

The following year, Orr and the B’s claimed the franchise’s first Stanley 
Cup since 1941 with his memorable post-goal flight through the crease in 
overtime against the St. Louis Blues, now immortalized by a statue 
outside TD Garden. 

Another Boston chance 

The Celtics were contenders again a few years later and won the ’74 title 
on May 12 over favored Milwaukee featuring MVP Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. 
The Bruins owned the NHL’s best record and reached the Final to face 
the Philadelphia Flyers, the first of the six NHL expansion teams of 1967-
68 to have a legitimate chance to claim the Cup. 

On May 12, the Bruins trailed Philly’s Broad Street Bullies two games to 
none. They went down in six, losing all three times after Kate Smith 
belted out “God Bless America” before puck drops at The Spectrum. 

Both top seeds weren't enough in Detroit 

Only once has a city’s NBA and NHL teams both finished with the best 
record for that season – 2005-06. The Pistons were 64-18, setting the 
franchise’s record for wins, behind “Rip” Hamilton, Chauncey Billups and 
Rasheed Wallace. The Red Wings of Pavel Datsyuk and Henrik 
Zetterberg went 58-16-8 during the season that followed a year with no 
NHL play because of the owners’ lockout of the players. 

The Wings were shocked in the opening round by No. 8 Edmonton, 
which had no players among the league’s top 20 scorers, losing in six 
games on May 1. The Pistons at that point were en route to beating 
Milwaukee in the first round. They were derailed in the East finals in six 
games by the Heat of Dwyane Wade and Shaquille O’Neal. 

What about all those Lakers rings?  

The Lakers have won 12 championships in the time in which the Los 
Angeles area has had at least one NHL franchise; the Los Angeles Kings 
began play in 1967-68, the Anaheim Ducks in ‘93-94. In those 12 NBA 
title seasons, the Kings and Ducks never won more than one playoff 
series. 
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During the three years in which southern California’s NHL teams hoisted 
the Cup – the Ducks in 2007, the Kings in 2012 and ‘14 - neither the 
Lakers nor the Los Angeles Clippers were serious championship 
contenders. 

Chicago's golden opportunities 

When the Jordan Bulls won their first title in 1991, the Blackhawks 
finished with the NHL’s best record. But they were stunned in the first 
round by the Minnesota North Stars. When the Bulls repeated in ’92, the 
Hawks finished second in their division yet upset their way to the Stanley 
Cup Final. They were swept by Mario Lemieux and defending-champion 
Pittsburgh. 

Philly? Forget about it 

Things were promising in Philadelphia in 1983 when the 76ers had the 
NBA’s best record and the Flyers were second best overall in the NHL. 
Moses Malone predicted his Sixers would go undefeated through the 
three best-of-seven playoff rounds – “Fo,’ fo,’ fo.’” 

The Flyers faced the Rangers in the best-of-five first round, and 
Philadelphia coach Bob McCammon referred to New York’s relatively 
undersized forwards as “Smurfs.” The little Blueshirts swept the series, 
and the finish was ugly – 9-3 at MSG on April 9. The penalty box doors 
nearly fell off the hinges; the first four of 25 penalties were called 44 
seconds in. 

Malone was close. It was "four, five, four" for the 76ers, sweeping the 
defending-champion Lakers by an average of 10 points per game. 
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