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Bruins power past Hurricanes in Game 3 of Stanley Cup playoffs, cut series lead in half 

By Chip Alexander 

For the first 17 minutes of the game, the Carolina Hurricanes 
were in control. 

Then, in a matter of seconds, they weren’t. 

Jake DeBrusk of the Boston Bruins, with a quick swipe of his 
stick, defused a Canes power play, set up a two-on-one rush 
and fed Charlie Coyle for a shorthanded goal. 

Just like that, it all turned — the momentum, the game, the 
playoff series. The Bruins were on their way to a 4-2 victory 
at TD Garden as goalie Jeremy Swayman made his first 
playoff start a winning one and had Bruins fans chanting his 
name. 

Vincent Trocheck and Jaccob Slavin had goals for the 
Canes, but the first came early in the game and the second 
in the third period after the Bruins had built a comfortable 
lead. 

It wasn’t a series-ending elimination game for the Bruins, but 
it felt like one. After losing the first two games in Raleigh, a 
loss on home-ice might have been too big a dagger. 

But Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy turned to Swayman in net 
after sticking with Linus Ullmark in the first two games, when 
Boston was outscored 10-3. He also put Pastrnak back on 
the top line with Patrice Bergeron and Marchand. 

The Canes again were in the lead after Trocheck tipped a 
Brendan Smith shot past Swayman in the first period. They 
were moving the puck well and keeping the pressure off 
rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, also making his first playoff 
start. 

It was just the kind of period the Canes wanted in their first 
road game of the playoffs. The TD Garden crowd was 
subdued. 

But the Debrusk-Coyle combination on the Bruins penalty kill 
changed everything. Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak 

scored in the second period — Pastrnak on a power play — 
as Boston moved into a 3-1 lead. 

Bruins fans were excited after Marchand took advantage of a 
Canes turnover in the Carolina zone to score on a shot the 
slot. Some Bruins fans got a little too excited after Pastrnak’s 
shot beat Kochetkov to the short side. 

Some heavy glass-banging caused a pane to break away 
from a stanchion and land on the head of the timeout 
coordinator seated in a cubicle near center ice. It took 
several minutes for the official to be treated and then 
removed on a stretcher. 

Another power-goal in the third period by Taylor Hall pushed 
the lead to 4-1 as the Bruins dominated special teams play 
this night. Teuvo Teravainen hit the crossbar with a power-
play attempt in the second period but the Canes got few 
good scoring chances with the man advantage. 

Slavin got off a shot from the left point that Swayman 
couldn’t track at 11:30 of the third, but Swayman was a 
difference-maker. 

Cassidy said before the game that with the last change at 
home, he might look for different matchups than in the first 
two games. While putting Pastrnak back on the line with 
Patrice Bergeron and Marchand, Cassidy said he might keep 
it away from the Jordan Staal line, which played so well for 
the Canes in the first two games. 

But the Marchand goal came against the Staal line and 
Canes defensemen Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce. That gave 
the Bruins more energy. 

Penalties against Ian Cole and then Trocheck gave the 
Bruins 1:31 of a 5-on-3 advantage. The Canes killed off the 
Cole penalty but Pastrnak scored against some tiring penalty 
killers. 

Canes forward Jordan Martinook left the game in the second 
period with a lower-body injury after contact with Hall and did 
not return.
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NHL off-ice official injured by pane of glass during Hurricanes-Bruins Game 3 in Boston 

By Justin Pelletier 

An off-ice official working in the penalty boxes at TD Garden 
was injured Friday night during the Hurricanes-Bruins Game 
3 of the Stanley Cup playoffs when a pane of glass was 
jarred loose by fans banging on it in celebration after Boston 
scored a goal in the second period. 

David Pastrnak scored on the power play to give Boston a 3-
1 lead, and as fans reveled in the two-goal lead, the pane of 
glass in question toppled onto the of-ice official — the TV 
timeout coordinator — who was later identified as Joe Foley. 

Trainers from both teams rushed from their respective 
benches to tend to him. Foley was wheeled off the ice on a 
stretcher, his eyes open as he exited the rink. 

According to reports, Foley was taken to an area hospital as 
a precaution, but appears to be doing OK. 

Both teams tapped their sticks in support of Foley as medical 
staff wheeled him off the ice. According to the Associated 
Press, a police officer remained at the spot where the glass 
had fallen to form a barrier when play resumed. 

Foley was the second official impacted by outside forces 
Friday. During a TV timeout in the first period, linesman 
Jonny Murray was struck by a bucket being wheeled across 
the ice by one of the people clearing the playing surface 
during a commercial break. Murray was initially shaken up, 
but remained in the game.

 

Hurricanes defenseman simmering over Antti Raanta injury, collision with David Pastrnak 

By Luke DeCock 

Pyotr Kochetkov played well enough to give the Carolina 
Hurricanes a chance to win Friday night, but the lingering 
resentment over the David Pastrnak hit that knocked Antti 
Raanta out of Wednesday’s game and thrust the rookie 
goalie into the spotlight continues to simmer. 

Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith didn’t have a 
problem with the hard hit from Connor Clifton that left him 
with four stitches on the bridge of his nose in Friday’s 4-2 
loss in Game 3, but he still had a problem with Pastrnak 
running into Raanta in Game 2. 

“We’re supposed to take care of goalies, and that’s around 
the league,” Smith said. “That’s every goalie in the league. 
I’m going to put my foot in my mouth but I guess I can’t help 
it. (Raanta’s) foot is still in the crease. That’s where I have a 
problem. There’s times where it’s iffy, when the goalie comes 
out and there’s like a collision, I think we saw one — Jordan 
(Staal) tonight, that happens. 

“When the goalie’s still in the crease, I find that difficult. And 
then watching it, I find it difficult. … That’s my No. 1 — I can 
get hit, whatever, but I do think goalies have to be protected. 
I’m not sure (Raanta) was.” 

Pastrnak collided with Raanta as the goalie tried to play the 
puck, bloodying the goalie’s mouth and bringing Kochetkov 
into the game. Afterward, Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour accused the Bruins of deliberately running his 
goalies, which Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy denied, noting 
the Bruins were on a power play at the time of the Pastrnak 
hit. 

Raanta was healthy enough to dress as Kochetkov’s backup 
in Friday loss, but the matter remains far from settled. Earlier 
Friday, Pastrnak told reporters at Boston’s morning skate 
that “whoever thinks I tried to injure (Raanta) obviously 
doesn’t understand hockey.” That didn’t sit well with Smith. 

“It’s unfortunate. I’m not going to get into too much detail, but 
it’s unfortunate what has happened with our goalies, 
especially to lose (Raanta) early,” Smith said. “Whether I 
think it’s intentional or not doesn’t matter, because nobody 
cares what I think. It is tough. I think (Kochetkov) has done a 
great job stepping in and we have faith and trust in him.” 

Kochetkov stopped 24 shots in the loss, but two of Boston’s 
goals were scored on the power play and one on a short-
handed odd-man rush.
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Hurricanes’ misfiring special teams let the Bruins off the hook. It’s a series now 

By Luke DeCock 

It was within the realm of possibility to expect special teams 
to decide a game in this series. Who knew it would be less of 
the Boston Bruins being good than the Carolina Hurricanes 
being garbage? 

The momentum the Hurricanes brought to Boston 
evaporated not so much because they took a bunch of bad 
penalties — so often their downfall against the Bruins in the 
past — but because they performed so far below their own 
standards. When one of the NHL’s best power plays is a net 
negative, and when one of the NHL’s best penalty-kills gets 
flat-out outplayed, it’s going to be tough to beat anyone in the 
playoffs. On the road or anywhere. 

The Hurricanes have less than 48 hours to mull the error of 
their ways after this 4-2 loss, a game in which they were on 
even terms at even strength and Pyotr Kochetkov gave them 
a chance, but were dramatically outplayed otherwise, both a 
man up and a man down. 

Of all the ways this series the Hurricanes have dominated 
could go south up north, this seemed among the least likely. 
It was quite untimely — let alone odd — to see something 
that’s been a bedrock strength suddenly become a fatal 
weakness. And up 1-0 early, they were on the power play 
with a chance to put the game and perhaps the series away 
when they gave the game away instead. 

The Bruins turned an ill-advised Jesperi Kotkaniemi drop 
pass into a short-handed goal and the Hurricanes failed to 
score on that power play or any of their other five 
opportunities. The Bruins converted twice — once just after 
the Hurricanes managed to kill 91 seconds of two-man 
advantage thanks to a Vincent Trocheck trip — and that’s 
how the Hurricanes found themselves trailing the Bruins for 
the first time this season. 

The Bruins turned an ill-advised Jesperi Kotkaniemi drop 
pass into a short-handed goal and the Hurricanes failed to 
score on that power play or any of their other five 
opportunities. The Bruins converted twice — once just after 
the Hurricanes managed to kill 91 seconds of two-man 
advantage thanks to a Vincent Trocheck trip — and that’s 
how the Hurricanes found themselves trailing the Bruins for 
the first time this season. 

It didn’t help that the Hurricanes didn’t find it as easy to score 
on new Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman as they did on his 
predecessor, Linus Ullmark, and if the Bruins had made that 
switch after Game 1, this might be a different series than it is 
now. 

Still, the Hurricanes remain ahead in the series, and as good 
as they looked at home, it was always going to be difficult to 
translate that superiority to the road. This was kind of the 
worst-case scenario: Win Game 3 and lose Game 4, and the 
Bruins are still plying the NHL’s most uphill road, but this 
gave them some life. 

That’s only going to make Sunday afternoon more difficult, 
let alone Tuesday in Raleigh and perhaps beyond. 

“We lost the special teams battle,” Hurricanes defenseman 
Brendan Smith said. “We have to go and look at it and figure 
it out. That’s a lot of times how you win games in the 
playoffs. It comes down to that. Special teams. And the 
shorty’s a tough one. They got another power play (goal). 
We didn’t. It’s hard to win when you don’t get that. For us, 
we’re going to have to flush it and make sure we come back 
prepared. Because they’re a good squad. And they brought 
it. Have to tip your hat to them.” 

Special teams and goaltending. Smith isn’t exaggerating: 
Sometimes, that’s all that matters in the playoffs, especially 
when teams are this evenly matched, regular season and the 
Hurricanes’ opening command of this series aside. 
Kotchetkov was fine. Swayman was fine. The Hurricanes’ 
special teams were drastically, uncharacteristically bad. 

There was no hiding from that. 

“When we go out there and play power play, it’s our job to 
give us more momentum and I don’t think we did a good 
enough job today for doing that,” Hurricanes forward 
Sebastian Aho said. “We’ve got to be a little better there, but 
I’m 100 percent confident we will be better.” 

The Bruins were never going to go quietly, but the 
Hurricanes had ample chances to make it harder on them 
than they did Friday, and it’s a missed opportunity they may 
very well come to regret.
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Hurricanes’ mission in Game 4: ‘The top guys have got to be better. It’s that simple.’ 

By Chip Alexander 

The question was about frustration and how much the 
Carolina Hurricanes were causing for the Boston Bruins. 

Bruins forward David Pastrnak had an answer Friday. 

“There’s no time for frustration in the playoffs,” Pastrnak said. 
“You’ve got to suck it up. They’re a good team and we know 
we are. We have to prove it.” 

That response from Pastrnak came after the Bruins’ morning 
skate before Game 3 of their first-round playoff series with 
the Canes. A more resounding response came later from the 
Bruins, who earned a 4-2 victory at TD Garden. 

After losing the first two games of the best-of-seven series, 
the Bruins were all but in a win-or-else situation. The Canes 
had outscored them 10-3 in the two games at PNC Arena. 
They were finishing checks, finishing off scoring chances, 
doing all the things large and small that made them the 
Metropolitan Division champions. 

But the Bruins’ pushback game Friday once back on home 
ice, will make for an even intriguing Game 4 on Sunday at 
TD Garden. Pastrnak and the Bruins’ other top guns 
delivered, especially on special teams, and now the question 
is will there be more of the same Sunday, or will the Canes 
be the team to regroup and respond? 

The series will go back to Raleigh either tied 2-2 or with the 
Canes leading 3-1. Game 4 is that important. 

Canes defenseman Brendan Smith, bloodied Friday after 
taking a big hit along the boards from Connor Clifton, said 
that no one expected the Stanley Cup playoffs to be a 
smooth ride. 

“And it never will be,” Smith said. “And that’s where you have 
to fight your adversity. ... That’s why, in my opinion, it’s the 
hardest trophy to win. It’s so difficult and everything has to be 
like a well-oiled machine.” 

The Canes’ power play often looks like it’s leaking oil, in a 
sense, and especially Friday. Not only were the Hurricanes 
0-for-5 on the power play, but they allowed a shorthanded 

goal in the first period to the Bruins’ Charlie Coyle that tied 
the score and changed everything. 

“It was tough for us tonight, the difference in the game, 
obviously,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour had no issue with rookie goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov, who made his first playoff start Friday and had 24 
saves. He had no issue with the Canes’ 5-on-5 play, which 
produced the goals by Vincent Trocheck in the first and then 
Jaccob Slavin in the third. 

“Clearly we know what the issue is,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
had a decent first period and then our power play gave up 
the shortie and they got some life out of it.” 

The Canes, who had the league’s best penalty killing in the 
regular season, also allowed two goals as the Bruins went 2-
for-5 on the power play. The first, by Pastrnak, came after 
Boston could not score on 91 seconds of a 5-on-3 advantage 
— the Canes’ Brett Pesce and Slavin both blocking shots — 
but then converted with the man advantage. 

“If you give too many looks to their top guys they’re going to 
make you pay,” Brind’Amour said. 

If anything needs to change for the Canes on Friday, it’s the 
play of their first power-play unit — Sebastian Aho, Andrei 
Svechnikov, Teuvo Teravainen, Vincent Trocheck and Tony 
DeAngelo. The skill is there, the puckhandling is there. The 
execution has been missing. 

“It’s our job to give us momentum and we didn’t do a good 
enough job,” Aho said. 

To which Brind’Amour added, “The top guys have got to be 
better. It’s that simple.” 

The Canes’ depth at forward will help Sunday. Jordan 
Martinook was injured in the second period — “He looked 
pretty rough in there,” Brind’Amour said after the game —
and is questionable for Game 4. Either Derek Stepan or 
Steven Lorentz will likely be in the lineup for the first time in 
the series.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 7, 2022 

 

 

 

NHL off-ice official Joe Foley injured in Hurricanes vs. Bruins, stretchered off 

By Fluto Shinzawa and Sara Civian 

Joe Foley, an NHL off-ice official stationed in the Bruins' 
penalty box, was taken off the ice on a stretcher in the 
second period of Game 3. TD Garden staff placed a neck 
brace on the official, who was taken to the hospital for 
precautionary reasons and is conscious. 

"You hear he's doing all right and he's going to be fine," said 
Bruins forward David Pastrnak after the game. "It's 
unfortunate. Hopefully, he can recover and be good." 

Video replay showed a pane of glass falling on the official 
after the Bruins scored a power-play goal to take a 3-1 lead. 

"Our thoughts are with the NHL off-ice official who was 
injured," the Bruins tweeted. "We are sending him our best 
wishes." 

Carolina is up 2-1 in the series after the Bruins won, 4-2, in 
Game 3.

 

Hurricanes lose special teams battle as Bruins power up: ‘Gotta tip your hat’ 

By Sara Civian 

BOSTON — The Hurricanes have prided themselves on their 
five-on-five play all season. They’ve built an identity on shot 
suppression and Corsi prowess these past few years, led by 
two-time Selke Trophy-winning coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

Even-strength play, of course, is the most indicative 
representation of a team, and the Canes’ play accurately 
depicts them as one of the best teams in the league. That’s 
usually fabulous. When only 25 of the first 40 minutes of a 
playoff game are spent at even strength, though, you’d better 
hope special teams are just as sharp. 

The Canes touted the best penalty kill in the league by far 
this season, and it’d been a difference-maker throughout the 
series. They held the Bruins to one power-play goal in the 
opening two games, and they took two shots on the Bruins’ 
first power play Friday in Game 3. 

It wouldn’t hold up, and the Bruins also pulled an Uno 
Reverse to score on the Canes’ power play. The Bruins went 
2-for-5 on the power play and scored short-handed, and the 
Canes went 0-for-5 on their power play. 

“You give a team so many power plays, something’s bound 
to happen,” Jaccob Slavin said. “We gotta make sure we’re 
staying disciplined, and at the same time, we have to make 
sure our power play is firing off on all cylinders if we want to 
win the series. From both sides we could give more there 
and be better.” 

It’s not always this simple, but you can sum up the Canes’ 4-
2 loss at TD Garden in two words: special teams. 

“Obviously, they played solid on the PK there all game, but 
it’s on us to make better plays and be sharper here and 
there,” Sebastian Aho said. “We got some shots here and 
there; we need to be ready on those seconds and thirds and 
get those pucks back. When there’s broken plays, we’re 
skilled enough to make those plays and score.” 

First — and perhaps most deflating — came Charlie Coyle’s 
short-handed goal. Spark plug Jake DeBrusk capitalized on 

a miscue in the Canes’ offensive zone and ran with it for the 
slick two-on-one. 

“That’s a lot of times how you win games in the playoffs; it 
comes down to the special teams,” Brendan Smith said. “And 
the shortie is a tough one. They get another power play, and 
we didn’t. It’s hard to win when you don’t get that. For us, 
we’re going to have to flush it and make sure we get 
ourselves prepared. You saw it — they brought it, and you 
gotta tip your hat to them.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov didn’t stand a chance in his first Stanley 
Cup playoff start. 

“You can’t blame him on any of the goals,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Backdoor tap-in, great plays; they were ripping shots from 
good areas. He was fine.” 

A killed five-on-three and almost killing the following five-on-
four is second on the evening’s deflation power rankings. 
The Canes’ five-on-three kill, especially the play of Brett 
Pesce, was so good. 

They were set to escape the five-on-four, too, but David 
Pastrnak broke through just when Carolina thought the coast 
was clear. 

At that point, it felt like the Canes ought to make some sort of 
impact on their power play if they had any interest in a 
comeback. They didn’t totally waffle, to be fair. There were a 
couple of shots on net on the Canes’ power play. 

“The second unit has been fine,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re 
getting every chance, every look. The top guys have to be 
better. It’s simple.” 

The looks were too telegraphed Friday, and the Bruins knew 
exactly how to solve them. 

The Canes’ inability to capitalize on their late second-period 
power play, followed by Taylor Hall cashing in on another 
Bruins power play early in the third, was an encapsulation of 
the game. 
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The good news? It was only one game on the road, Carolina 
still leads the series 2-1 and there’s an obvious problem to 
fix. There’s nothing vague or difficult to pinpoint about what 
the Canes need to do next. 

“We’ve got to just stay out of the box and let all four lines 
roll,” Slavin said. “That’s where we have our most success.” 

• Boston’s first lead of the series — wait, its first lead all 
season in 325 minutes of play between the teams — came 
from a Patrice Bergeron assist on Brad Marchand’s first goal 
of the series. It was a slick move and a reminder for the 
Canes that they aren’t in the clear yet and pests don’t go 
away so easy. Maybe the Lambo is fueled by cheers from 
the TD Garden faithful. In all seriousness, did the floodgates 
open for the Bruins? They had three goals in the first two 
games and four goals in Game 3. Game 4 will give us the 
answer. 

• The power of the first goal is a bit overrated, eh? Every 
time Brind’Amour is asked “how important it is” to get the first 
goal, he says, “Ask me at the end of the game.” At the end of 
this game, during which Vincent Trocheck struck first, we 
were talking about the special teams issues. 

• Jordan Martinook collided with Hall, his helmet popped off 
and he limped to the dressing room in the second period. 

“That one is going to be questionable,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He looked pretty rough in there.” 

• You have to think that’s Derek Stepan music. Stepan has 
had a knack all season for seamlessly entering the lineup 
and notching a few points after being a healthy scratch. It’s a 
potential positive in a negative situation since the alternate 
captain and spirit of the team is probably out for Game 4. 

• Brendan Smith felt the hit to him was fair game and “playoff 
hockey,” but he had something to say about the Pastrnak 
interference on Antti Raanta. This comes after Pastrnak said 
anyone who thought it was intentional “obviously doesn’t 
understand hockey.” 

“It’s unfortunate what has happened with our goalies, 
especially to lose Raants early,” Smith said. “Whether I think 
it’s intentional or not doesn’t matter because no one cares 
what I think. But it’s tough. … We’re supposed to take care of 
goalies, and that’s around the league — that’s every goalie in 
the league. I’m going to put my foot in my mouth. I guess I 
can’t help it. But Raanta’s foot is still in the crease, and that’s 
where I have a problem. There’s times where it’s iffy, when 
the goalie comes out and there’s a collision — that happens. 
When the goalie’s still in the crease, I find that difficult. I can 
get hit, whatever; it doesn’t matter. But I do think goalies 
have to be protected, and I’m not sure Raants was.” 

• A moment of Zen to quell your anxiety via Aho: “I’m 100 
percent confident we will be better.”
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 ‘Nothing personal’: Big hits and how players move past them 

When playing within the rules and injuring an opponent 
collide, players understand "it's part of the game" 

By Cory Lavalette 

BOSTON — A big hit, like the one Hurricanes forward Andrei 
Svechnikov delivered to Bruins defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm in Wednesday’s Game 2, can alter both a game 
and a series. 

Lindholm did not return, won’t play in Friday’s Game 3 and 
time will tell if he gets back in the lineup for the first round 
series. 

There are certainly players with reputations as headhunters 
that don’t have the respect of their peers around the league. 
In most situations, players know the physical part of the 
game isn’t personal. 

Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei probably didn’t expect to 
be facing his old team when the NHL resumed play in the 
2020 playoff bubble just months after he was traded away. 

And then-Rangers forward Jesper Fast probably didn’t 
expect his former teammate to knock him out of the series 
with a concussion-causing body check in the opening 
minutes of the first game. 

The two had been together for more than four seasons in 
New York, and Fast has been a favorite of teammates in 
both Carolina and the Big Apple, winning awards in both 
cities for being an ideal teammate. 

“We’ve always been good friends,” Fast said. “We would 
drive with each other to the rink in New York. I talked to him 
afterwards. Nothing bad there.” 

Two months later, Fast signed with Carolina and was 
reunited with Skjei. 

“He knew there was nothing personal. … You’re not trying to 
hurt a guy,” Skjei said. 

Svechnikov said as much after Game 2. 

“I like the physical part of the game, but I feel bad for that 
guy,” Svechnikov said. “It was a pretty hard hit, and I was in 
that spot where I kind of have to hit it. I had time there and 
he didn’t see me, but I had to do that. But obviously I feel 
bad and sorry for him.” 

Some players are more willing than others to engage in the 
physical part of the game, but everyone knows what they’ve 
signed up for once they step over the boards. 

“You’re just trying to just lay a clean hit, and that was the 
same thing (Wednesday),” Skjei said. “I thought it was a 
clean hit, but obviously you never want to see someone 
wobbly legged like that. I’m sure Svech feels the same way. 
He’s looking to make an impact but doesn’t want to hurt the 
guy.” 

The apologies and well wishes sometimes beyond public 
comments. When Capitals captain Alex Ovechkin knocked 
out Svechnikov during a fight in Game 3 of their first round 
playoff series in 2019, the veteran contacted his young 
countryman in the aftermath to check in on his well-being. 

That’s not hard these days: Players either already have a 
connection to their opponent or can have the team’s public 
relations staff contact the opposing team and quickly 
exchange players’ cell numbers so they can get in touch if 
they feel it’s necessary. 

“Throughout the season, if a guy gets hit in the face with a 
puck or stick, loses some teeth or something like that, 
usually you get a text from the guy on the other team,” Skjei 
said. “Everyone’s got each other’s numbers in some way or 
another. 

“There’s that camaraderie after the games, you feel bad for 
the guy and hopefully he’s gonna be OK.” 

But before cell phones became constant appendages, the 
process wasn’t as easy. 

“Back then it wasn’t like everyone was texting or anything,” 
said Shane Willis, a former NHL player who works for the 
team and is filling in as the team’s TV color analyst. “But no 
one wants someone to get hurt.” 

Willis was among the players victimized by Hall of Fame 
defenseman Scott Stevens, whose hit in the 2001 Stanley 
Cup Playoffs knocked the Hurricanes rookie out of the game 
and series. 

Willis came back the next season and missed the first three 
games of the season with back issues before Bryan 
Marchment — perhaps the most notorious of the 
aforementioned headhunters — elbowed him in the head. 

Marchment was suspended six games and Willis was never 
really the same. He was traded to Tampa Bay later that 
season and only played 33 games with the Lightning in two-
plus seasons with the organization. 

After time overseas, he returned to the Hurricanes 
organization but was sent to the AHL. He retired at age 32, 
unable to fulfill the promise of his 20-goal rookie season. 
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The Stevens hit was clean by the NHL standards of the time. 
The Marchment one wasn’t and still isn’t. 

“You hope that players don’t cross that line,” Willis said. “Hit 
hard, it’s clean, it’s part of the game, right? But don’t take 
liberties in those situations. That’s always a concern. Overall, 
the league has gotten better with that.” 

Neither Stevens nor Marchment reached out to Willis after 
their hits on him, and Willis said Svechnikov wishing 
Lindholm well in the postgame press conference is probably 

enough of an olive branch between two players who don’t 
know each other aside from competing on the ice. 

“In no way does he need to reach out,” Willis said. “When 
Lindholm does come back, a little tap on the pads (is 
probably enough). … We all know Andrei, how good of a guy 
is. I’m sure he doesn’t want to see that happen, but he’s 
doing what he does and hitting hard.”

 

Special teams sink Hurricanes in 4-2 Game 3 loss to Bruins 

Boston scored twice on the power play and once 
shorthanded to cut Carolina's series lead to 2-1 

By Cory Lavalette 

BOSTON — The Bruins got exactly what they needed in 
Friday’s Game 3 of their first round series with the 
Hurricanes, dominating the special teams play and 
frustrating Carolina in a way they couldn’t back in Raleigh 
where the Hurricanes won the first two games of the series. 

Now the pressure shifts onto the Hurricanes. 

The Bruins scored shorthanded and twice on the power play 
to earn a 4-2 win a TD Garden in Boston. 

“We lost the specialty teams battle,” said defenseman 
Brandon Smith, who greeted the media after the game with 
some newly applied stitches to the bridge of his nose. “We 
have to go and look at it and figure it out, and that’s a lot of 
times how you win games in the playoffs. It comes down to 
that.” 

The Hurricanes also exited the loss bloodied and battered. 

Carolina forward Jordan Martinook was injured just before 
the game’s midway point when Boston’s Taylor Hall horse-
collared him from behind, both knocking off Martinook’s 
helmet and him from the game. Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour called his status “questionable.” 

Smith’s wound came later in the second period when he was 
shouldered in the head by Bruins blueliner Connor Clifton. 
But the defenseman wasn’t crying over spilled blood. 

“That’s the game. That’s playoff hockey,” Smith said. 

The physical damage to the Hurricanes was done in those 
six minutes, but it had been done on the scoreboard well 
before. 

Carolina looked like it was ready to push the Bruins closer to 
a first round exit when Vincent Trocheck scored just over 
nine minutes into the game. That proved to be the highlight 
of the Hurricanes’ night. 

The Bruins tied the game on special teams, but not with their 
power play. 

With Carolina on the power play, center Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s 
attempt to get the puck to the point was deflected. Boston 

went the other way on a 2-on-1 shorthanded rush, and 
Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk feathered the puck past 
Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo for an easy tap in 
for Charlie Coyle and a 1-1 tie at 17:16 of the first. 

“Our power play should be giving us momentum, not taking it 
away, not giving them momentum,” Carolina defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin said. 

On top of giving up a goal, the Hurricanes’ power play didn’t 
contribute any, going 0 for 5 on the night. 

“The top guys have got to be better. Simple,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

The Bruins went ahead a goal when Brad Marchand scored 
at 5:41 of the middle frame and then went to work on the 
power play — with David Pastrnak headlining. 

Just after a 5-on-3 Boston power play ended, Pastrnak 
snapped a shot past Carolina rookie goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov (24 saves) to extend the Bruins’ lead to 3-1 at 
14:53 of the second period. 

“We did a heck of a job killing the 5-on-3,” Brind’Amour said. 
“But you give too many looks to these top guys, they’re going 
to make you pay eventually, and that’s what happened.” 

Then with the Hurricanes again in the penalty box, Pastrnak 
one-touched a pass to Taylor Hall for an easy goal at the far 
right post at 4:08 of the third to give Boston a 4-1 lead. 

A shot by Slavin with 8:30 remaining in regulation somehow 
got past Jeremy Swayman (25 saves) and gave the visitors 
hope, but the Bruins kept the Hurricanes at bay and cut 
Carolina’s series lead to 2-1 ahead of Sunday’s matinee 
Game 4. 

“We’ve just got to make sure we stay out of the box,” Slavin 
said, “and when we do get a power play we’ve got to make 
sure it’s better and execute on it.” 

Notes: Martinook and Trocheck were both guilty of two minor 
penalties, with the former’s both coming in the first period 
and the latter’s leading to Boston’s two power play goals. … 
Marchand finished with three points for the Bruins. … 
Kochetkov lost for the first time as an NHL goalie. He’s now 
split his two postseason decisions and is 4-1-0 overall. … 
Boston’s Derek Forbort was credited with nine blocked shots. 
The Bruins blocked 29 shots in all.
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Recap: Bruins Take Game Three, 4-2 

Canes series lead cut to 2-1 

By Walt Ruff 

BOSTON, MA. - The Boston Bruins scored three special 
teams goals on their way to a Game Three victory over the 
Carolina Hurricanes Friday night.  

Three Things 

1) Special Teams Issues 

Since the conclusion of the regular season we have heard 
Rod Brind'Amour and players alike say that special teams 
can make or break games for your team. Tonight it broke the 
Canes. 

Carolina went 0/5 on the power play and Boston went 2/5, 
while also scoring their first of the night shorthanded. 

The visitors had chances to extend their lead, tie the game or 
crawl back into the game with their man advantage chances, 
but instead came up empty each time. 

Brind'Amour has used the word "execution" as a necessity 
for his team when on the power play - quick puck movement, 
crisp passes and knowing where to go with it when a player 
gets the puck - and there was little of that Friday. 

2) Can't Blame The Kid 

As mentioned above, three of Boston's four goals came 
during special teams play. 

The only even strength goal to beat Pyotr Kochetkov over 
the course of 60 minutes came after a shot off the tape of 
Patrice Bergeron was blocked and fell right to Brad 
Marchand in the slot. 

Although the final line will reflect four goals against on 28 
shots for the 22-year-old, the netminder was more than 
suitable in his first career Stanley Cup Playoffs start. 

3) Another Man Down 

After losing Antti Raanta due to injury in Game Two, the 
Canes lost Jordan Martinook during tonight's second period. 

Tangled up with Taylor Hall in front of the benches, 
Martinook lost his helmet in the midst of the battle but then 
came up favoring his right leg. #48 had to be helped down 
the tunnel by Head Athletic Trainer Doug Bennett and shortly 

thereafter it was announced that he would not return due to a 
lower-body injury. 

Post-game Rod Brind'Amour didn't have much of an update, 
but did say, "That one is going to be questionable [moving 
forward]. He looked pretty rough in there." 

They Said It 

Jaccob Slavin's assessment of tonight's contest... 

"We knew they were going to be desperate. In the playoffs 
you have to be. The first game at home for them, down 2-0, 
we knew they were going to come out strong. We knew that, 
we got away from our game and then the special teams 
battle cost us the game." 

Rod Brind'Amour on what he thought of Kochetkov in his first 
postseason start... 

"You can't blame him on any of the goals. Back-door tap-in, 
great plays, they were ripping shots from good areas. He 
was fine." 

Brind'Amour continuing on special teams... 

"They're a good team, we're just not executing very well. The 
second unit has been fine, they're getting every chance, 
every look. The top guys have to be better. It's simple." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to practice Saturday afternoon. 
Game Four will then take place Sunday at 12:30 p.m. at TD 
Garden. 

Bonus Notes 

 Jordan Staal finished tied for the game-high with his 
six hits. Carolina finished with 40 as a team in 
another physical battle. 

 Boston blocked 29 shots tonight, nine of which 
belong to defenseman Derek Forbort. 

 Jeremy Swayman won the game in net for Boston, 
allowing two goals on 27 shots. 

 Now that Game Five is necessary, it will be 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena.
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Bruins top Hurricanes in Game 3, trail Eastern First Round series 

Swayman makes 25 saves to win first playoff start, 
Marchand has three points for Boston 

By Patrick Donnelly 

BOSTON -- Jeremy Swayman made 25 saves for the Boston 
Bruins to win his first Stanley Cup Playoff start, 4-2 against 
the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 3 of the Eastern 
Conference First Round at TD Garden on Friday. 

The Hurricanes lead the series with Game 4 here Sunday. 

"You do everything you can to win. … It was a great team 
effort," Swayman said. "[My first playoff start] was special. … 
It's a great experience every time you walk into a full building 
here, and playoffs are a whole different level. It was great to 
get the win in front of our hometown tonight." 

Brad Marchand had a goal and two assists, and David 
Pastrnak and Charlie Coyle each had a goal and an assist 
for Boston, the first wild card in the East. The Bruins were 5-
for-5 on the penalty kill. 

"The penalty kill was good for us tonight, obviously," Boston 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. "It has been the whole series. 
Our power play caught up to it tonight, so that helps. 
Hopefully, we're a little cleaner out of the gate on Sunday, 
but playing with the lead, we've talked about it enough. It 
makes it different for both teams, and it certainly helped us 
tonight." 

Vincent Trocheck and Jaccob Slavin scored for Carolina, the 
No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan Division. Pyotr Kochetkov 
made 24 saves in his first playoff start. The rookie made 30 
saves on 32 shots in relief of the injured Antti Raanta in 
Game 2, a 5-2 win Wednesday in his playoff debut. 

"[Kochetkov] was fine. You can't blame him on any of the 
goals," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "They were 
all back-door tap-ins and great players ripping good shots in 
pretty good areas. The top guys have to be better. It's 
simple." 

Linus Ullmark started the first two games of the series for 
Boston, allowing four goals on 24 shots during a 5-1 loss in 
Game 1 on Monday before giving up four goals on 33 shots 
during a 5-2 loss in Game 2 on Wednesday. 

Trocheck put the Hurricanes ahead 1-0 at 9:17 of the first 
period when he batted in the rebound of Brendan Smith's 
point shot. 

Coyle tied it 1-1 with a shorthanded goal at 17:16, redirecting 
Jake DeBrusk's pass on the rush. 

"We know what the issue is," Brind'Amour said. "We had a 
decent first period. Then the power play gave up a shorty, 
and they got some life out of it. If you give up too many looks 
to their top guys, they're going to make you pay. That's what 
happened." 

Marchand gave the Bruins their first lead of the series, 
making it 2-1 at 5:41 of the second with a wrist shot in the 
slot after Brady Skjei blocked Patrice Bergeron's one-timer. 

"I think it felt good to know that we can come back in these 
situations and we can respond the way we have in the past," 
Marchand said. "I think it's the most I've felt engaged. It had 
kind of been a little while since I've felt that into a game. … 
That's what we need to play with every day moving forward." 

Pastrnak extended it to 3-1 on the power play at 14:53 with a 
wrist shot to the top left corner from the left face-off circle. 
Hall made it 4-1 at 4:08 of the third on the power play, 
finishing a give-and-go with Pastrnak. 

Slavin cut it to 4-2 with a wrist shot from the point at 11:30. 

"We knew they were going to be desperate. In the playoffs, 
you have to be," Slavin said. "Our 5-on-5 game was strong. 
We're getting opportunities. We know how to play and play 
solid that way. We've just got to stay out of the box. When 
we get a power play, we've got to make sure that's better, 
and execute on it." 

The game was delayed for six minutes following Pastrnak's 
goal when a pane of glass fell on timeout coordinator Joe 
Foley, an NHL off-ice official in the penalty box. He was 
taken off the ice on a stretcher and taken to Massachusetts 
General Hospital for observation. 

Pastrnak said he heard Foley is "doing all right, and he's 
going to be fine." 

NOTES: Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook left in the 
second with a lower-body injury after getting tangled with 
Hall along the boards in the neutral zone. Brind'Amour said 
Martinook "looked pretty rough in there." … Kochetkov had 
won his first four NHL games prior to Friday, including three 
in the regular season (two starts) from April 23-26. … This is 
the first playoff series in NHL history to have multiple games 
with opposing goalies each making their first playoff start. 
Ullmark and Raanta each did so in Game 1. … It was 
Swayman's second NHL playoff game. He made two saves 
on three shots for the Bruins in 18:34 in relief of Tuukka 
Rask in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup Second Round last 
season, a 5-4 loss to the New York Islanders. … Marchand 
scored his 46th playoff goal to tie Phil Esposito for third in 
Boston history.
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Glass falls on NHL official working Bruins penalty box  

BOSTON (AP) — The Boston Bruins’ playoff game against 
the Carolina Hurricanes was delayed for about seven 
minutes on Friday night when a section of the glass fell on an 
NHL official working the penalty box. 

Play was whistled dead with 5:07 left in the second period 
and medical staff ran across the ice to tend to the official, 

who was not immediately identified. He was taken off on a 
stretcher and given a cheer by the Boston fans.  

The glass separated the Boston penalty box from the stands. 
Play resumed with a police officer in the stands to maintain a 
barrier.

  

Marchand, Swayman give Bruins 4-2 win, Canes lead series 2-1 

By Jimmy Golen 

BOSTON (AP) — Brad Marchand had a goal and two assists 
on Friday night to help the Boston Bruins take their first lead 
against the Hurricanes all season — and hold onto it for a 4-
2 victory over Carolina in Game 3 of their first-round playoff 
series.  

Rookie Jeremy Swayman stopped 25 shots in his first career 
playoff start after Linus Ullmark allowed eight goals in the 
first two games, both Hurricanes victories. That followed a 
regular season in which Carolina swept all three games, 
outscoring the Bruins 16-1 and never trailing. 

Charlie Coyle scored a short-handed goal and added an 
assist, and David Pastrnak had a power-play goal and an 
assist for Boston, which hopes to even the best-of-seven 
series when it hosts Game 4 on Sunday. Taylor Hall added a 
power-play goal for the Bruins to make it 4-1 early in the third 
period.  

Vincent Trocheck and Jaccob Slavin scored for Carolina, and 
backup goalie Pyotr Kochetkov made 24 saves in his first 
career playoff start. He took over in Game 2 after starter Antti 
Raanta was injured in a collision with Pastrnak. 

Trocheck gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead, swiping in a 
rebound just as he was belatedly knocked down in front of 
the net. But Coyle tied it on a give-and-go with Jake DeBrusk 
with 2:44 left in the first.  

Five minutes into second, Marchand fought off the puck 
along the boards and headed for the slot, where he picked 

up Patrice Bergeron’s deflected shot and went high over 
Kochetkov — Boston’s first lead over Carolina in 325 
minutes, 41 seconds this season. 

The Hurricanes took back-to-back penalties late in the 
second, and soon after the 5-on-3 became a one-man 
advantage, Pastrnak wristed one in from the left circle to 
make it 3-1.  

PLAYER OUT 

The Hurricanes lost forward Jordan Martinook in the second 
period when he got his legs tangled up with Boston’s Taylor 
Hall. Martinook got back on his skates, but couldn’t put any 
weight on his right ankle.  

He went down the tunnel and the Hurricanes said he would 
not return.  

OFFICIAL OUT 

The game was delayed for about seven minutes when a 
section of the glass fell on an NHL official working the Bruins 
penalty box. 

Play was whistled dead with 5:07 left in the second period 
and medical staff ran across the ice to tend to the official, 
who was not immediately identified. He was taken off on a 
stretcher and given a cheer by the Boston fans.  

The glass separated the Boston penalty box from the stands. 
Play resumed with a police officer in the stands to maintain a 
barrier. The Bruins did not immediately respond to a request 
for comment.
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NHL off-ice official injured during Game 3 of series between Boston Bruins and Carolina 
Hurricanes 

By Kristen Shilton 

Joe Foley, an off-ice official, was injured during Game 3 of 
the first-round Stanley Cup playoff series in Boston on Friday 
when a panel of glass fell on him. 

The Bruins were leading the Carolina Hurricanes, 3-1, in the 
second period when fans began repeatedly banging on the 
glass until it dislodged to land on the penalty-box attendant. 
Foley slumped immediately to the ground, appearing to be 
knocked out cold. 

Trainers from both teams quickly came to his aid, and a 
stretcher was produced to transport Foley for further medical 
attention. 

Foley had regained consciousness and was moving around 
as he departed the ice. Boston and Carolina players came 
over to check on his status during the lengthy delay of game 
and sent him off with a chorus of stick taps. Boston's 4-2 
victory was delayed about seven minutes after the incident. 

As play resumed, a police officer stood in the stands to 
maintain a barrier. NHL spokesman John Dellapina said 
Foley was taken to Massachusetts General Hospital for 
observation. 

"We heard he's doing all right and he's going to be fine," 
Boston forward David Pastrnak said. 

Before the conclusion of the second period, the Bruins 
responded with a message for Foley on social media. 

"Our thoughts are with the NHL off-ice official who was 
injured," Boston wrote on its Twitter account. "We are 
sending him our best wishes." 

It was a rough night physically for others in Boston, too. Prior 
to the penalty-box incident, a referee was violently bowled 
over when a member of the Bruins' ice crew collided into him 
with a garbage bin during a first-period TV timeout. 

Carolina winger Jordan Martinook also left game with a lower 
body injury and was ruled out from returning.
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NHL Rink Wrap: Bruins finally solve Hurricanes; Campbell shines for Maple Leafs 

By Adam Gretz 

• The Boston Bruins finally beat the Carolina Hurricanes this 
season to get on the board in their First Round series.  

• Jack Campbell helps lift the Toronto Maple Leafs to a huge 
win in Tampa Bay.  

• The Edmonton Oilers absolutely rout the Los Angeles 
Kings.  

Game 3: Boston Bruins 4, Carolina Hurricanes 2 (CAR leads 
series 2-1) 

Going into Game 3 on Friday night the Boston Bruins were 0-
5 this season against the Carolina Hurricanes and had been 
outscored 26-4. When Vincent Trocheck scored early in the 
first period to give Carolina the lead it seemed as if Friday’s 
game was going to be more of the same. But then the Bruins 
scored four consecutive goals to take a commanding lead, 
finally got their power play to click, and received a strong 
performance from rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman in his first 
career postseason start. It is now a series. 

Game 3: Toronto Maple Leafs 5, Toronto Maple Leafs 2 
(TOR leads series 2-1) 

If the Toronto Maple Leafs are going to get over their 
postseason struggles these are the types of games they are 
going to have to win. They have also been the types of 
games they have lost in recent years. After jumping out to an 
early 3-0 lead it appeared as if the Maple Leafs were going 
to let that lead slip away in the third period until Jack 
Campbell made a handful of huge saves to preserve the 
lead, buying enough time for Toronto to score a couple of 
empty-net goals to secure the win and take the series lead 
against the defending back-to-back Stanley Cup champions. 

Game 3: Minnesota Wild 5, St. Louis Blues 1 (MIN leads 
series 2-1) 

The Wild took advantage of a banged up Blues defense that 
lost another player (Torey Krug) on their way to a second 
straight blowout win. The Wild have now outscored the Blues 
by an 11-3 margin over the past two games, with Kirill 
Kaprizov and Joel Eriksson Ek each having multiple point 
games again. Marc-Andre Fleury also reached a milestone 
by winning his 92nd career playoff game, tying him for third 
on the all-time list with Grant Fuhr. 

Game 3: Edmonton Oilers 8, Los Angeles Kings 2 (EDM 
leads series 2-1) 

It is very clear which team is more talented in this series, and 
it is Edmonton. The Oilers were 8-2 winners on Friday and 
have outscored the Kings by a 14-2 margin over the past two 
games. It was a complete team effort by the Oilers as they 
chased Kings goalie Jonathan Quick early in the game and 
never stopped scoring goals throughout the entire game. 
Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl, Evander Kane, Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins, Cody Ceci, Zach Hyman, and Evan 
Bouchard all had multiple points in the win, while Kane 
recorded a hat trick and a game-high nine shots on goal. 

Three Stars in NHL for Friday (Fifth day of playoffs) 

1. Jack Campbell, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Campbell is the ultimate X-Factor for the Maple Leafs in this 
postseason. His season has been a roller coaster of highs 
and lows, and if Toronto is going to actually do something in 
the playoffs it is going to need him to be at least solid. He 
was more than solid on Friday, stopping 31 out of 33 shots 
against Tampa Bay and doing a fantastic job to hold off the 
Lightning in the third period. During one two minute stretch 
with the Maple Leafs clinging to a one-goal lead he made 
highlight reel saves on Nick Paul and Steven Stamkos to 
preserve the league and help the Maple Leafs get the Game 
3 win to take the 2-1 series lead. 

2. Evander Kane, Edmonton Oilers 

Kane was dominant for the Oilers on Friday, scoring three 
goals, recording eight hits, and registering nine shots on goal 
for an Oilers team that has completely taken control of this 
series against the Kings. Los Angeles has had no answer for 
Edmonton over the past two games. Kane now has five 
goals this postseason. 

3. Kirill Kaprizov, Minnesota Wild 

Another game, another brilliant performance by Minnesota’s 
superstar. He helped set the stage in another Wild rout with 
his fourth goal of the playoffs, banking in a shot off of Blues 
goalie Ville Husso from behind the net. It remains incredible 
how much his arrival in Minnesota has completely 
transformed the entire outlook for the franchise. 

SATURDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 3: Florida Panthers vs. Washington Capitals, 1 p.m. 
ET — ESPN (Series tied 1-1 ) 
Game 3: Colorado Avalanche vs. Nashville Predators, 4:30 
p.m. ET — TNT (COL leads 2-0) 
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Game 3: Pittsburgh Penguins vs. New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 
ET — TNT (Series tied 1-1) 

Game 3: Dallas Stars vs. Calgary Flames, 9:30 p.m. ET — 
TNT (Series tied 1-1)

 

 

 

 

Special teams falter in game three loss to Bruins 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost their first game of the 
postseason Friday night, as the Bruins won 4-2 in TD 
Garden.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Boston Bruins held serve Friday night in TD Garden, 
beating the Carolina Hurricanes 4-2 in their first home game 
of the postseason to cut the series deficit to 2-1.  

The Canes didn’t quite have it, as disastrous special teams 
play doomed Carolina. The Bruins scored two of their four 
goals on the power play, while also adding a shorthanded 
goal in the first period. As for the Hurricanes, Carolina went 0 
for 5 with the man advantage.  

Special teams have been an overall strength of the Canes all 
season, as Carolina boasted one of the best penalty kills in 
NHL history while also posting a top-10 power play during 
the regular season. But Friday night, the special teams play 
cost the Hurricanes a chance to win the game.  

Vincent Trocheck opened the scoring up for Carolina in the 
first period, while Jaccob Slavin made things at least a little 
bit interesting with a goal in the third to cut it to 4-2. Charlie 
Coyle, Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall did 
the scoring for the home team.  

In net was an interesting battle of two budding talents, as 
Jeremy Swayman and Pyotr Kochetkov battled between the 
pipes. Swayman was the better of the two, stopping 25 shots 
compared to Kochetkov’s 24.  

For the third straight game to start the series the Canes 
opened the scoring, as Trocheck found the back of the net to 
make it 1-0 near the midway point of the first period. Brendan 
Smith unleashed a shot that Swayman couldn’t fully control, 
and a diving Trocheck smacked in the rebound for his 
second goal of the series.  

The Canes’ penalty kill was its normal dominant self during 
the first period, as Carolina easily killed off two Jordan 
Martinook penalties. In four minutes of time on the penalty 
kill during the first period, the Canes outshot the Bruins 3-1.  

But while the Bruins couldn’t score with the extra man, they 
found the equalizing goal with the Hurricanes on a power 
play. A misguided pass in the offensive zone from Jesperi 

Kotkaniemi led to a break for Boston, and Jake DeBrusk 
made a good pass to Coyle to tie the game up.  

Other than the one shorthanded goal, which he really 
couldn’t do much against anyway, Kochetkov was really 
good during the first period. He made a couple of a tricky 
saves, making a few well-executed aggressive moves on 
pucks to keep things out of his net.  

The second period was the Hurricanes’ first real ugly period 
of the series, as Boston tallied twice in the middle frame to 
grab a hold of a 3-1 lead. The lead for the Bruins was the 
first time this season that Boston has led the Canes.  

The first goal came from Marchand, who collected a goal in 
the slot and sent it past Kochetkov. The second came on the 
power play, just seconds before the end of a 5-on-3 stint had 
almost come to an end.  

Ian Cole took a bad penalty in the crease that was 
immediately followed up by a hook from Trocheck. The 
Canes did well for most of the extended penalty kill, but 
Pastrnak wristed one past Kochetkov just 12 seconds before 
Trocheck’s penalty expired.  

The Canes had two empty power plays during the second 
period, including one late after Smith was bloodied up on a 
roughing by Connor Clifton, not generating much other than 
a Teuvo Teravainen shot that rang the post.  

The Hurricanes got beat on the penalty kill again early on in 
the third period, as a Trocheck trip led to the fourth goal of 
the night for the Bruins. Hall and Pastrnak played a nice 
back-and-forth, with Pastrnak setting up Hall for the tip-in 
with the extra pass to make it 4-1.  

After another empty power play, the Canes got one back 
thanks to Slavin. The Canes’ star defenseman wristed a shot 
from the point that somehow made it’s way past Swayman, 
thanks in big part to traffic from Jordan Staal.  

The Canes got some possession and action late in the game 
after Kochetkov was pulled for the extra skater, but they 
couldn’t convert those looks into anything on the scoresheet.  

With Boston back to life in the series, focus will shift to a 
Sunday matinee in TD Garden where the Bruins will look to 
even things up while the Canes hope to take a 3-1 lead 
heading back home to Raleigh.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Slavin on game three loss 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost their first game of the series 
Friday, falling 4-2 in Boston. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes lost their first game of the 
postseason Friday night in Boston, falling to the Bruins 4-2 
as their series lead shrunk from 2-0 to 2-1.  

Special teams bit the Canes, as Boston scored two goals on 
the power play and one shorthanded while the Hurricanes 
went 0 for 5 with a man advantage.  

Vincent Trocheck and Jaccob Slavin had the two goals for 
the Canes, who couldn’t get the win in Pyotr Kochetkov’s first 
NHL playoff start.  

Following the loss, head coach Rod Brind’Amour and Slavin 
spoke with members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

NOTE: IT WAS NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO HEAR THE IN-
PERSON QUESTIONS ON THE ZOOM FEED, SO I’M NOT 
GOING TO TRY AND GUESS. MOST OF THEM YOU CAN 
FIGURE OUT WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE ANSWER. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

It was tough for us tonight, for sure. That was the difference 
in the game, obviously. 

He was fine. You can’t blame him on any of the goals. 
Backdoor tap-ins and their big players ripping shots from 
pretty good areas. He was fine. 

[Jordan] Martinook, I think that one is going to be 
questionable. He looked pretty rough in there. [Brendan 
Smith] will be fine.  

They’re a good team, but we’re not executing very well. The 
second unit has been fine. They’re getting their chances and 
looks. But the top guys have to be better. It’s simple.  

The 5-on-5 game has been good all year. It was solid. 
Tonight that was not the issue. Clearly we know what the 
issue was. We had a decent first period and then the power 
play gave up a shorty and they got some life out of it. 
Obviously we took some penalties. We did a heck of a job 
killing the 5-on-3, but if you give too many looks to these top 
guys, they are going to make you pay eventually. That’s what 
happened.  

That’s tough, for sure. We did a nice job. We worked really 
hard. He ripped one home there right at the end. You can’t 
take a penalty when we have a penalty. You just can’t do 
that.  

We’re going to have to change it because if he’s out, that’s 
for sure. Other than that, I don’t know. Our D was solid. They 

played great. Smith was great tonight. We’ll see. We’ll 
reassess and see. 

Jaccob Slavin 

No, we knew they were going to be desperate. In the playoffs 
you have to be. The first game at home down 2-0, they’re 
going to come out strong. We knew that. We got away from 
our game a little bit. And obviously the special teams battle is 
what cost us the game.  

You give a team so many power plays, they have one extra 
guy out there. Something is bound to happen. Obviously they 
have a good power play, too. We’ve got to make sure that 
we are staying disciplined and not taking certain penalties. At 
the same time, our power play has got to be better. We’ve 
got to make sure that is firing on all cylinders if we want to 
win the series. From both sides we can get more out of there 
and be better.  

Yeah, he played great. He was solid back there. He plays the 
puck well. He’s super calm and collected. We could have 
given him a better effort in front of him.  

Yeah, there’s some guys who don’t play the power play or 
penalty kill. For those guys, it’s really tough. Some guys play 
one but not the other. It is tough to get in a rhythm. We’re a 
team that likes to play 5-on-5, and our 5-on-5 game is really 
strong. We’ve just got to stay out of the box and let all four of 
our lines go. That’s where we have the most success.  

I think our 5-on-5 game was good. We had chances, some of 
them just didn’t bounce our way. Our 5-on-5 game is strong. 
We’ve just got to stick with that.  

Obviously that’s a huge goal for them. Our power play should 
be giving us momentum not taking it away and giving them 
momentum. Any time you get a big kill you get momentum, 
but especially if you get a goal on the kill you’re going to get 
a little bit more. It is what it is, but we’ve just got to be better 
there.  

Any time you kill off a 5-on-3 you’re going to have a lot of 
momentum. It’s a huge kill. There were some big blocks. We 
battled hard on it. We did everything right. It’s just one of 
those things where you give a team so many opportunities to 
score with an extra man or two extra men, one is bound to 
go in. 

No, I had no idea. I didn’t know if he had a heart attack or not 
at first. Once we saw them carry the glass off, we kind of put 
two and two together there. I hope he’s ok.  

Obviously that’s the biggest one. Our 5-on-5 game is strong. 
We’re getting opportunities. We know how to play and play 
solid that way. We’ve just got to make sure we’re staying out 
of the box. When we do get a power play we’ve got to make 
sure that is better and execute on it.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261176882.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261197017.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261198157.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261132857.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261198602.html 

https://theathletic.com/news/official-injured-bruins-hurricanes/ZZBlKOLU3Kgg/ 
https://theathletic.com/3298157/2022/05/07/carolina-hurricanes-playoffs-game-3-special-teams/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/nothing-personal-big-hits-and-how-players-move-past-them/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/special-teams-sink-hurricanes-in-4-2-game-3-loss-to-bruins/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-bruins-take-game-three-four-to-two/c-333829852 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-game-3-recap/c-333640210 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-boston-carolina-hurricanes-a0ff6216413df751fa090e6df67f04a5 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-boston-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-ea6e4b83a42ea9895a2e59f7fb9acf47 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33869474/nhl-ice-official-injured-game-3-series-boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/07/nhl-rink-wrap-boston-bruins-finally-solve-carolina-hurricanes-jack-campbell-shines-for-toronto-maple-leafs/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/6/23060823/special-teams-falter-in-game-three-loss-to-bruins 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/6/23060890/they-said-it-brindamour-slavin-on-game-three-loss 
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Hurricanes defenseman simmering over Antti Raanta injury, collision with 
David Pastrnak 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

Pyotr Kochetkov played well enough to give the Carolina Hurricanes a 
chance to win Friday night, but the lingering resentment over the David 
Pastrnak hit that knocked Antti Raanta out of Wednesday’s game and 
thrust the rookie goalie into the spotlight continues to simmer. 

Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith didn’t have a problem with the 
hard hit from Connor Clifton that left him with four stitches on the bridge 
of his nose in Friday’s 4-2 loss in Game 3, but he still had a problem with 
Pastrnak running into Raanta in Game 2. 

“We’re supposed to take care of goalies, and that’s around the league,” 
Smith said. “That’s every goalie in the league. I’m going to put my foot in 
my mouth but I guess I can’t help it. (Raanta’s) foot is still in the crease. 
That’s where I have a problem. There’s times where it’s iffy, when the 
goalie comes out and there’s like a collision, I think we saw one — 
Jordan (Staal) tonight, that happens. 

“When the goalie’s still in the crease, I find that difficult. And then 
watching it, I find it difficult. … That’s my No. 1 — I can get hit, whatever, 
but I do think goalies have to be protected. I’m not sure (Raanta) was.” 

Pastrnak collided with Raanta as the goalie tried to play the puck, 
bloodying the goalie’s mouth and bringing Kochetkov into the game. 
Afterward, Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour accused the Bruins of 
deliberately running his goalies, which Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy 
denied, noting the Bruins were on a power play at the time of the 
Pastrnak hit. 

Raanta was healthy enough to dress as Kochetkov’s backup in Friday 
loss, but the matter remains far from settled. Earlier Friday, Pastrnak told 
reporters at Boston’s morning skate that “whoever thinks I tried to injure 
(Raanta) obviously doesn’t understand hockey.” That didn’t sit well with 
Smith. 

“It’s unfortunate. I’m not going to get into too much detail, but it’s 
unfortunate what has happened with our goalies, especially to lose 
(Raanta) early,” Smith said. “Whether I think it’s intentional or not doesn’t 
matter, because nobody cares what I think. It is tough. I think 
(Kochetkov) has done a great job stepping in and we have faith and trust 
in him.” 

Kochetkov stopped 24 shots in the loss, but two of Boston’s goals were 
scored on the power play and one on a short-handed odd-man rush. 
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Bruins power past Hurricanes in Game 3 of Stanley Cup playoffs, cut 
series lead in half 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 
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For the first 17 minutes of the game, the Carolina Hurricanes were in 
control. 

Then, in a matter of seconds, they weren’t. 

Jake DeBrusk of the Boston Bruins, with a quick swipe of his stick, 
defused a Canes power play, set up a two-on-one rush and fed Charlie 
Coyle for a shorthanded goal. 

Just like that, it all turned — the momentum, the game, the playoff series. 
The Bruins were on their way to a 4-2 victory at TD Garden as goalie 
Jeremy Swayman made his first playoff start a winning one and had 
Bruins fans chanting his name. 

Vincent Trocheck and Jaccob Slavin had goals for the Canes, but the 
first came early in the game and the second in the third period after the 
Bruins had built a comfortable lead. 

It wasn’t a series-ending elimination game for the Bruins, but it felt like 
one. After losing the first two games in Raleigh, a loss on home-ice might 
have been too big a dagger. 

But Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy turned to Swayman in net after sticking 
with Linus Ullmark in the first two games, when Boston was outscored 
10-3. He also put Pastrnak back on the top line with Patrice Bergeron 
and Marchand. 

The Canes again were in the lead after Trocheck tipped a Brendan Smith 
shot past Swayman in the first period. They were moving the puck well 
and keeping the pressure off rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, also making 
his first playoff start. 

It was just the kind of period the Canes wanted in their first road game of 
the playoffs. The TD Garden crowd was subdued. 

But the Debrusk-Coyle combination on the Bruins penalty kill changed 
everything. Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak scored in the second 
period — Pastrnak on a power play — as Boston moved into a 3-1 lead. 

Bruins fans were excited after Marchand took advantage of a Canes 
turnover in the Carolina zone to score on a shot the slot. Some Bruins 
fans got a little too excited after Pastrnak’s shot beat Kochetkov to the 
short side. 

Some heavy glass-banging caused a pane to break away from a 
stanchion and land on the head of the timeout coordinator seated in a 
cubicle near center ice. It took several minutes for the official to be 
treated and then removed on a stretcher. 

Another power-goal in the third period by Taylor Hall pushed the lead to 
4-1 as the Bruins dominated special teams play this night. Teuvo 
Teravainen hit the crossbar with a power-play attempt in the second 
period but the Canes got few good scoring chances with the man 
advantage. 

Slavin got off a shot from the left point that Swayman couldn’t track at 
11:30 of the third, but Swayman was a difference-maker, 

Cassidy said before the game that with the last change at home, he 
might look for different matchups than in the first two games. While 
putting Pastrnak back on the line with Patrice Bergeron and Marchand, 
Cassidy said he might keep it away from the Jordan Staal line, which 
played so well for the Canes in the first two games. 

But the Marchand goal came against the Staal line and Canes 
defensemen Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce. That gave the Bruins more 
energy. 

Penalties against Ian Cole and then Trocheck gave the Bruins 1:31 of a 
5-on-3 advantage. The Canes killed off the Cole penalty but Pastrnak 
scored against some tiring penalty killers. 

Canes forward Jordan Martinook left the game in the second period with 
a lower-body injury after contact with Hall and did not return. 
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NHL off-ice official injured by pane of glass during Hurricanes-Bruins 
Game 3 in Boston 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

An off-ice official working in the penalty boxes at TD Garden was injured 
Friday night during the Hurricanes-Bruins Game 3 of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs when a pane of glass was jarred loose by fans banging on it in 
celebration after Boston scored a goal in the second period. 

David Pastrnak scored on the power play to give Boston a 3-1 lead, and 
as fans reveled in the two-goal lead, the pane of glass in question 
toppled onto the of-ice official — the TV timeout coordinator — who was 
later identified as Joe Foley. 

Trainers from both teams rushed from their respective benches to tend to 
him. Foley was wheeled off the ice on a stretcher, his eyes open as he 
exited the rink. 

According to reports, Foley was taken to an area hospital as a 
precaution, but appears to be doing OK. 

Both teams tapped their sticks in support of Foley as medical staff 
wheeled him off the ice. According to the Associated Press, a police 
officer remained at the spot where the glass had fallen to form a barrier 
when play resumed. 

Foley was the second official impacted by outside forces Friday. During a 
TV timeout in the first period, linesman Jonny Murray was struck by a 
bucket being wheeled across the ice by one of the people clearing the 
playing surface during a commercial break. Murray was initially shaken 
up, but remained in the game. 
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Hurricanes vs Bruins live updates: Carolina falls to Boston, 4-2, in Game 
3 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes take a 2-0 lead to Boston and Game 3 of their 
first-round NHL playoff series against the Boston Bruins on Friday after 
taking both of the opening games in Raleigh. 

Game 4 is Sunday afternoon in Boston. Game 5, if necessary, has been 
set for 7 p.m. at PNC Arena in Raleigh, the NHL announced Thursday. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock are at TD 
Garden and Justin Pelletier is following along back in Raleigh. They will 
have live observations from the scene. 

Goalie pulled for extra skater: With less than three minutes to play, the 
Canes pull Kochetkov for an extra skater, trailing by two. 

Hurricanes turn up the pressure: The Canes have been aggressors here 
late, with a ton of in-zone pressure on the Bruins and Swayman, but the 
Boston defense has so far held firm. 

Hurricanes get one back: The Canes have been a third-period team all 
season. Do they have another comeback in them? Jaccob Slavin fired a 
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long shot from way downtown. Staal tried to tip it, missed, and Swayman 
just plain missed it with his glove. 

Canes power play futile. Again: As good as the Canes’ PK and PP have 
been this season, both of them having an off night Friday. The Canes 
earned a fifth power play shortly after the B’s power-play goal, but were 
unable to generate even a sniff of a goal. 

Power play goal for Bruins ... again: The Canes start the third period with 
some energy, but the Bruins go back to the power play after a call on 
Vincent Trocheck, and the Bruins’ vaunted power play is returning to 
form. This time, Taylor Hall scores on a tap-in from the right post. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Unfamiliar territory: Nothing doing in the final two minutes of the second 
period for the Canes, and for the first time these playoffs, the Canes will 
head to an intermission trailing. Two goals from the Bruins, including one 
on the power play has the Bruins in front 3-1 after two. 

Smith back on the bench, but PP fruitless: The Canes can’t convert on a 
fourth power play in this game, with Teuvo Terravainen coming close: He 
hit the post on the left side of the cage after a juicy rebound from 
Swayman. Otherwise, the young Bruins keeper is playing a solid game 
against the Canes here. 

Martinook will not return to the game: Jordan Martinook, after his injury 
earlier in the second period, will not return to the game, per the Canes’ 
PR staff. 

Big hit to Smith sends him to the room: Connor Clifton lays a shoulder 
into Brendan Smith as Smith pinched in from the point. It looks like 
Clifton’s shoulder clipped Smith in the head and sent him rattling to the 
boards. Smith was woozy. After a lengthy official review, Clifton is 
assessed a two-minute minor for roughing. Smith returns to the bench 
before the review is over. 

Timeout on the ice for injury to an official: After the Bruins scored on the 
power play, fans were celebrating and banging on the glass, and one of 
the panes of glass jarred loose and hit an off-ice official in the box 
square. Medical staffs from both teams rushed across the ice to tend to 
the official, who was given a neck brace, loaded onto a stretcher and 
wheeled off the ice. He had his eyes open and they were moving around 
as he was wheeled away. 

Playing with fire, the Canes got burned: David Pastrnak capitalized on 
the 5-on-4 after the Bruins failed to score on the 5-on-3. Brett Pesce was 
clearly stung early in the man advantage for the Bruins but fought 
through it. On the goal shot, Pastrnam shot the puck through Pesce’s 
screen. 

Bruins with a two-man advantage: Bruins get 5-on-3 after a penalty 
during the power play on Cole’s penalty. Trockeck was called for tripping, 
and the Bruins got 1:31 of 5-on-3 time. 

Canes back to the PK, playing with fire: Putting the Bruins’ top PP unit on 
the ice for the third time, the Canes called for a cross-check after Ian 
Cole sends Wagner flying in front of the net. A shot of the Bruins bench 
after the incident, Lazar and Wagner were laughing at what had 
happened: They went onto the power play and goaded the Canes into a 
bad penalty. 

Martinook injured in collision with Hall: Jordan Martinook went to hit 
Taylor Hall, the Bruins winger sidestepped him and they grappled down 
the ice. Martinook’s helmet popped off after contact with Hall’s hand, and 
he fell off-balanced to the ice, and has he did hit right leg folded 
underneath him. Helmetless, he limped back to the bench, looking like 
he’d lost a skate blade, but he was not missing one. He hobbled to the 
bench. 

Matching minors to Marchand, DeAngelo: The Bruins lose Marchand and 
the Canes lose DeAngelo to coincidental minors as the pair battled their 
way through the neutral zone with the Canes on the power play. 

Back to the PP for the Canes: For the third time tonight, the Hurricanes 
will go to the power play after Connor Clifton was called for cross-
checking Jordan Martinook in the back. East call there, and a big 
momentum possibility here for the Canes, but the man-advantage goes 
away with no damage. 

For the first time, Bruins lead: Brad Marchand comes onto the ice after a 
change and almost immediately converts from the low slot. The [puck 
was there in his skates, he danced to his left and Kochetkov was already 
pushed off and sliding from the initial right to left pass. Marchand was 
able to sneak left a bit more and toss the puck high into the cage. That 
was Brad Marchand’s first 5v5 goal since April 2nd. 

Bruins easily kill Canes’ PP: To say the Hurricanes’ power play has been 
underwhelming is a bit of an understatement. They gave up a goal on the 
first try, and never sniffed a chance on the second. We’re back to 5-on-5 
hockey in this one. 

They’re not booing, they’re saying Bucyk: Johnny “Chief” Bucyk is 
interviewed on the scoreboard during the first intermission, wearing the 
same No. 9 jersey now honored in the TD Garden rafters. The Bruins 
legend looks good for 86. For comparison purposes, that would be like 
Ron Francis appearing at a Hurricanes playoff game in 2049. 

FIRST PERIOD 

A chance at redemption: Tony DeAngelo draws another penalty with 34.8 
seconds to go in the first, getting the stick slashed out of his left hand by 
Brad Marchand. It’s a better power play but to no avail. Hurricanes go 
into the second period tied 1-1 with 1:26 of power-play time still on the 
clock. Hurricanes had an 11-8 shot edge in the first period. 

Bruins even it up short-handed: A pretty poor power play turns disastrous 
when Charlie Coyle is on the finishing end of a Jake DeBrusk pass on a 
two-on-one break. The Bruins even it up 1-1 with the short-handed goal. 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s ill-advised drop pass was stolen by DeBrusk, who 
goes off to the races. Nino Niederreiter was slow to react on the other 
side of the ice, couldn’t catch up to Coyle. 

Hurricanes draw a power play: Tony DeAngelo dances across the blue 
line after a few good keep-ins by Jordan Martinook, fresh out of the box, 
and draws a tripping call against Erik Haula. The Hurricanes maintain 
possession for a good minute to set up a Martin Necas six-on-five rush 
but the Bruins break it up. The Canes’ power play will get a chance to 
add to the visitors’ lead. 

Second penalty also to the Canes: Jordan Martinook has been called for 
the second time tonight for a minor penalty. This time, for a hook against 
Lazar as the big Bruins forward charged into the zone. Another 2-minute 
PP for the Bruins, another kill for the Canes’ PK. 

Good goalie start: Kochetkov hasn’t seen a ton of action but he’s been 
sharp and in good position, stopping first a Patrice Bergeron deflection in 
the slot and then Connor Clifton when Clifton stepped into a drop pass at 
the right circle. 

Canes draw first blood: Vincent Trockeck got a redirected puck off of a 
shot from Brendan Smith at the point with his skate to his stick, and 
swept it past Swayman while falling to the ice, engaged with Brandon 
Carlo. Third game in a row the Hurricanes are on the board first. 

First power play to... Boston: The Bruins were awarded the first power 
play of the game after Jordan Martinook caught Taylor Hall in the chin on 
a zone-entry play. The Canes’ best PK in the league went to work and 
generated two shots on goal while killing the penalty. The Bruins did not 
get a shot on net. 

Too many men? The Bruins appeared to catch a break early in the first 
period when a change near the Bruins bench appeared to put too many 
Bruins on the ice at one time. TV replays showed as many as seven at 
one time, with six on the ice when the puck was played by a Bruins 
skater who had just come on the ice. Analysts on TV all agreed it should 
have been a penalty on Boston. First break falls for the B’s. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 7, 2022 

 

Same group, as expected: No lineup changes for the Hurricanes other 
than the goalie swap. Antti Raanta is indeed dressed as the backup 
goalie. 

KOCHETKOV STARTS, RAANTA WILL DRESS 

Pyotr Kochetkov will get the start for the Hurricanes after his 30-save 
relief appearance on Wednesday in Game 2, with Antti Raanta cleared to 
dress as the backup after leaving that game injured after colliding with 
Boston’s David Pastrnak. 

With rookie Jeremy Swayman taking over for Linus Ullmark in the Bruins’ 
net Friday night, it is believed to be the first time four goalies have made 
their first postseason start in the same playoff series. It’s happened 
before with three, most recently in 2006 with Cam Ward, Martin Gerber 
and Cristobal Huet when the Hurricanes faced the Montreal Canadiens in 
the first round. 
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Hurricanes rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov will start Game 3 against the 
Boston Bruins 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER, LUKE DECOCK, AND CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

It’s been a month of firsts for Hurricanes rookie goaltender Pyotr 
Kochetkov. 

He’s had his first NHL call-up, made his first NHL regular-season relief 
appearance, and his first NHL start. He earned his first NHL win, and 
made his first NHL playoff appearance. 

Friday, he’ll add another first to the list: Kochetkov is the Canes’ starter 
for Game 3 against the Boston Bruins at TD Garden. 

Antti Raanta, who started and won Game 1, was hurt in a collision with 
the Bruins’ David Pastrnak in the first period of Game 2. At the time, the 
score was 0-0, and the Bruins were getting the better of play. 

Kochetkov entered the game off the bench, made 30 saves on 32 shots, 
and the Canes won Game 2, 5-2. 

If Jeremy Swayman starts for Boston — indications in their morning skate 
Friday were that he would —all four goalies in the series will have made 
their first NHL playoff starts in the first three games. 

That’s believed to be a first in NHL history. The last time three goalies 
made their first postseason start in the same playoff series was 2006, 
when the Hurricanes faced the Montreal Canadiens and Cam Ward, 
Martin Gerber and Cristobal Huet all made their first career starts in the 
first round. 

BOSTON MAKES LINEUP CHANGES 

The Bruins made only a defensive pairings adjustment between Games 1 
and 2, but Boston will look a bit different to the Hurricanes for Game 3. 

Hampus Lindholm will not be ready to return to the lineup after being 
knocked out of Game 2 by a thunderous Andrei Svechnikov hit. His spot 
on the blue line is filled by Mike Reilly, who will play alongside Charlie 
McAvoy, while Matt Grzelcyk returns to Brandon Carlo’s side. 

Additionally, after Linus Ullmark lost Games 1 and 2 as the starting 
goalie, the Bruins will turn to rookie goalie Swayman to start Game 3 at 
home. Gritty forward Chris Wagner replaced Trent Frederic in the bottom 
6 forwards, with Tomas Nosek moving from the fourth line to the third 
alongside Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith. Wagner slots in alongside 
Curtis Lazar and Nick Foligno. 

CANES STICKING WITH SAME LINEUP 

Other than Kochetkov starting, the Canes may not make any other 
changes in the lineup from the first two games. There is one game 
change they’d like to make, forward Nino Niederreiter said Friday. 

“I think the biggest thing for us is coming out on time,” he said after the 
pregame skate at TD Garden. “I feel like Boston did a great job coming 
out right out of the gate and we kind of weathered the storm the first two 
games and kind of found the game out of that. That’s going to be crucial 
tonight, to come out on the right foot.” 

Game 1 was scoreless after the first period but the Bruins controlled the 
first 10 or more minutes and had 14 shots in the first. In Game 2, the 
Canes had two penalties to kill in the first 7:28 -- the first to Niederrreiter 
for tripping at 3:17 -- before taking a 2-0 lead on goals by Jesper Fast 
and Sebastian Aho in the final seven minutes of the period. 

BRUINS HAVE LAST CHANGE AT HOME 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour had the advantage of the last change in 
the two games at PNC Arena. It’s Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy’s turn now 
for two games. 

“That’s OK, that’s part of it,” Brind’Amour said Friday. “We’re not going to 
win unless we have 20 guys playing well.” 

Brind’Amour often matched Jordan Staal’s line and defensemen Brady 
Skjei and Brett Pesce against the Patrice Bergeron line. But Cassidy has 
reloaded the so-called “Perfection Line” with David Pastrnak rejoining 
Bergeron and Brad Marchand, and should be looking for better matchups 
for that line with the last change. 

Niederreiter said he expects that to happen, adding, “But at the end of 
the day you’ve got to play against whoever is out there. If we play against 
Bergeron, they’re tough and tough to contain and I think we did a fairly 
good job. But overall they’re tough to stop.” 

Pastrnak defended his collision with Raanta after the Bruins’ morning 
skate at their practice rink Friday., saying anyone who thought he was 
trying to run the goalie “doesn’t know hockey,” according to the Boston 
Herald. Brind’Amour said after Wednesday’s game that he thought it 
“can’t get any more obvious” that the Bruins are targeting the Hurricanes’ 
goalies. 

Think both sides can be right here: Brind’Amour’s right that the Bruins 
made a lot of contact with his goalies before and after that; Pastrnak’s 
right that he was trying to avoid Raanta’s clear and that made the 
collision more awkward. https://t.co/76I1NKZhtm 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 6, 2022 

STAYING ON THE RUN 

One amusing sight Friday was seeing Svechnikov, Martin Necas, Seth 
Jarvis and Jesperi Kotkaniemi sprinting down a back hallway of TD 
Garden after the skate, not wanting to be late for the team bus back to 
the hotel. 

Ah, young legs. Brind’Amour took his time. The bus isn’t leaving without 
the head coach. 
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Hurricanes-Bruins in the Stanley Cup playoffs: What channel is it on? 
Where to watch 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 7, 2022 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes have packed PNC Arena through the first two 
games of the Stanley Cup playoffs this season, with north of 18,000 
people jamming their way into the Canes’ home arena to watch the team 
take a 2-0 series lead against the Boston Bruins. 

The Canes put up 10 goals in two games at home while enjoying the last 
change and matchup advantage, though the wins came at a cost, as 
keeper Antti Raanta went down with an injury, paving the way for Pyotr 
Kochetkov to earn the win in Game 2. 

Now, the team heads out on the road to the TD Garden in Boston for 
Games 3 and 4, and watching the game it won’t be as easy as saddling 
up to the local arena and settling in to tour seat there. 

Here’s how you can watch Game 3, which starts at 7 p.m. Friday night: 

HURRICANES-BRUINS ON STANDARD TV 

Hurricanes fans will have options Friday for Game 3 of the first-round 
playoff series with the Bruins, including a familiar voice. 

The Canes’ road game at TD Garden will be shown regionally by Bally 
Sports South, with Mike Maniscalco again handling the play-by-play and 
Shane Willis the in-game analysis. Abby Labar will be the rinkside 
reporter and host of the Hurricanes LIVE! pregame show. 

ESPN had the national broadcast of Games 1 and 2, but the national 
broadcast switches to TNT with Turner Sports also now televising the 
2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. Calling the play by play will be John Forslund, 
the former Hurricanes TV announcer and now the voice of the expansion 
Seattle Kraken. 

Also on the TNT broadcast will be Keith Jones, Colby Armstrong and 
Shannon Hogan. 

In the New England area, Game 3 also will be on NESN, and in Canada 
the game can be seen on SN360 and TVA Sports. 

ARE YOU A CORD-CUTTER? 

If you’ve shunned traditional cable or satellite providers, there are still 
ways to watch the game. 

DirectTV Stream, Hulu Live TV and YouTube TV all stream content from 
TNT, TBS and TruTV, the Turner networks on which the games will 
appear this postseason. Currently, Bally Sports does not offer a 
streaming option. 

All of the above mentioned streaming options are available on most 
major platforms, including AppleTV, Android TV, Roku and Amazon 
FireTV. 

Additionally, TNT and TBS have stand-alone apps available for download 
on the major platforms, as well. 

WATCHING IN PERSON 

Sometimes fans want the camaraderie of seeing a game among many 
fans, and also like the idea of not preparing their own food and 
beverages. To that end, there are many viewing options for those who 
want to venture out on the town. 

First, the Canes are hosting an official watch party at their traditional 
location, Carolina Ale House. 

According to the team’s release, each Canes watch party features games 
and contests, and visits from Stormy and the Canes Crew. 

For all 2022 Carolina Hurricanes Stanley Cup Playoffs games, Carolina 
Ale House will be running multiple drink specials at all of their locations. 

Carolina Ale House locations: 

Location Address City 

Cary Carolina Ale House 2240 Walnut Street Cary 

Charlotte-Waverly Carolina Ale House 7404 Waverly Walk Avenue 
Suite I-1 Charlotte 

Charlotte Carolina Ale House 201 South College Street Suite 010
 Charlotte 

Concord Mills Carolina Ale House 8695 Concord Mills Blvd
 Concord 

Durham Carolina Ale House 3911 Durham Chapel Hill Blvd Durham 

 

Fayetteville Carolina Ale House 161 Glensford Drive Fayetteville 

Garner Carolina Ale House 400 Conservation Road Garner 

Greenville Carolina Ale House 704 S.E. Greenville Blvd
 Greenville 

Jacksonville Carolina Ale House 1649 Western Blvd Jacksonville 

Brier Creek Carolina Ale House 7981 Skyland Ridge Parkway Raleigh 

North Raleigh Carolina Ale House 4512 Falls of Neuse Road
 Raleigh 

Raleigh Carolina Ale House 500 Glenwood Avenue Raleigh 

Wake Forest Carolina Ale House 11685 Northpark Drive
 Wake Forest 

Wilmington Carolina Ale House 317-C College Road Wilmington 

Winston-Salem Carolina Ale House 150 Hanes Mall Circle
 Winston-Salem 
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Canes lose special teams battle as Bruins power up: ‘We’re going to 
have to flush it’ 

 

Sara Civian 

 

BOSTON — The Hurricanes have prided themselves on their five-on-five 
play all season. They’ve built an identity on shot suppression and Corsi 
prowess these past few years, led by two-time Selke Trophy-winning 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

Even-strength play, of course, is the most indicative representation of a 
team, and the Canes’ play accurately depicts them as one of the best 
teams in the league. That’s usually fabulous. When only 25 of the first 40 
minutes of a playoff game are spent at even strength, though, you’d 
better hope special teams are just as sharp. 

The Canes touted the best penalty kill in the league by far this season, 
and it’d been a difference-maker throughout the series. They held the 
Bruins to one power-play goal in the opening two games, and they took 
two shots on the Bruins’ first power play Friday in Game 3. 

It wouldn’t hold up, and the Bruins also pulled an Uno Reverse to score 
on the Canes’ power play. The Bruins went 2-for-5 on the power play and 
scored short-handed, and the Canes went 0-for-5 on their power play. 

“You give a team so many power plays, something’s bound to happen,” 
Jaccob Slavin said. “We gotta make sure we’re staying disciplined, and 
at the same time, we have to make sure our power play is firing off on all 
cylinders if we want to win the series. From both sides we could give 
more there and be better.” 
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It’s not always this simple, but you can sum up the Canes’ 4-2 loss at TD 
Garden in two words: special teams. 

“Obviously, they played solid on the PK there all game, but it’s on us to 
make better plays and be sharper here and there,” Sebastian Aho said. 
“We got some shots here and there; we need to be ready on those 
seconds and thirds and get those pucks back. When there’s broken 
plays, we’re skilled enough to make those plays and score.” 

First — and perhaps most deflating — came Charlie Coyle’s short-
handed goal. Spark plug Jake DeBrusk capitalized on a miscue in the 
Canes’ offensive zone and ran with it for the slick two-on-one. 

“That’s a lot of times how you win games in the playoffs; it comes down 
to the special teams,” Brendan Smith said. “And the shortie is a tough 
one. They get another power play, and we didn’t. It’s hard to win when 
you don’t get that. For us, we’re going to have to flush it and make sure 
we get ourselves prepared. You saw it — they brought it, and you gotta 
tip your hat to them.” 

Pyotr Kochetkov didn’t stand a chance in his first Stanley Cup playoff 
start. 

“You can’t blame him on any of the goals,” Brind’Amour said. “Backdoor 
tap-in, great plays; they were ripping shots from good areas. He was 
fine.” 

A killed five-on-three and almost killing the following five-on-four is 
second on the evening’s deflation power rankings. The Canes’ five-on-
three kill, especially the play of Brett Pesce, was so good. 

They were set to escape the five-on-four, too, but David Pastrnak broke 
through just when Carolina thought the coast was clear. 

At that point, it felt like the Canes ought to make some sort of impact on 
their power play if they had any interest in a comeback. They didn’t totally 
waffle, to be fair. There were a couple of shots on net on the Canes’ 
power play. 

“The second unit has been fine,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re getting every 
chance, every look. The top guys have to be better. It’s simple.” 

The looks were too telegraphed Friday, and the Bruins knew exactly how 
to solve them. 

The Canes’ inability to capitalize on their late second-period power play, 
followed by Taylor Hall cashing in on another Bruins power play early in 
the third, was an encapsulation of the game. 

The good news? It was only one game on the road, Carolina still leads 
the series 2-1 and there’s an obvious problem to fix. There’s nothing 
vague or difficult to pinpoint about what the Canes need to do next. 

“We’ve got to just stay out of the box and let all four lines roll,” Slavin 
said. “That’s where we have our most success.” 

• Boston’s first lead of the series — wait, its first lead all season in 325 
minutes of play between the teams — came from a Patrice Bergeron 
assist on Brad Marchand’s first goal of the series. It was a slick move and 
a reminder for the Canes that they aren’t in the clear yet and pests don’t 
go away so easy. Maybe the Lambo is fueled by cheers from the TD 
Garden faithful. In all seriousness, did the floodgates open for the 
Bruins? They had three goals in the first two games and four goals in 
Game 3. Game 4 will give us the answer. 

• The power of the first goal is a bit overrated, eh? Every time 
Brind’Amour is asked “how important it is” to get the first goal, he says, 
“Ask me at the end of the game.” At the end of this game, during which 
Vincent Trocheck struck first, we were talking about the special teams 
issues. 

Not sure whether Carlo was trying to connect with DeBrusk and he had 
too much heat on it, or it was supposed to be a clearing attempt, but 
either way, Brendan Smith takes it, gets it on and Trocheck stuffs back 
the second try. 

Huge. pic.twitter.com/scV9nP5y4N 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 6, 2022 

• Jordan Martinook collided with Hall, his helmet popped off and he 
limped to the dressing room in the second period. 

At first it looked like he lost the blade on his skate, but obviously it 
appears that it is some sort of lower-body pain. 
pic.twitter.com/HuX0xixvy9 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 7, 2022 

“That one is going to be questionable,” Brind’Amour said. “He looked 
pretty rough in there.” 

• You have to think that’s Derek Stepan music. Stepan has had a knack 
all season for seamlessly entering the lineup and notching a few points 
after being a healthy scratch. It’s a potential positive in a negative 
situation since the alternate captain and spirit of the team is probably out 
for Game 4. 

• Brendan Smith felt the hit to him was fair game and “playoff hockey,” 
but he had something to say about the Pastrnak interference on Antti 
Raanta. This comes after Pastrnak said anyone who thought it was 
intentional “obviously doesn’t understand hockey.” 

“It’s unfortunate what has happened with our goalies, especially to lose 
Raants early,” Smith said. “Whether I think it’s intentional or not doesn’t 
matter because no one cares what I think. But it’s tough. … We’re 
supposed to take care of goalies, and that’s around the league — that’s 
every goalie in the league. I’m going to put my foot in my mouth. I guess I 
can’t help it. But Raanta’s foot is still in the crease, and that’s where I 
have a problem. There’s times where it’s iffy, when the goalie comes out 
and there’s a collision — that happens. When the goalie’s still in the 
crease, I find that difficult. I can get hit, whatever; it doesn’t matter. But I 
do think goalies have to be protected, and I’m not sure Raants was.” 

• A moment of Zen to quell your anxiety via Aho: “I’m 100 percent 
confident we will be better.” 
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NHL picks, bets today: Latest lines for Canes at Bruins, Leafs at 
Lightning and more 

 

Home ice shifts in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs on Friday with four 
Game 3s on the slate. The Carolina Hurricanes look to take a 3-0 series 
lead when they travel to Boston to take the Bruins. The other three series 
are tied at 1-1 after the losing teams on Monday each scored a decisive 
victory on Wednesday. Tampa Bay won its 15th straight playoff game 
after suffering a loss in the game before. 

The Wild and Oilers both bounced back from Game 1 losses with 
blowout wins at home. 

One thing to keep an eye on: Will scoring continue at this insane pace? 
In Wednesday’s games, the fewest goals scored were six goals and 
those were all scored by the Oilers in their 6-0 blowout win. Only the 
Flames-Stars game had fewer than six goals on Tuesday night. 

Friday’s NHL Playoffs schedule: 

Game 3: Carolina Hurricanes at Boston Bruins — 7 p.m. ET — TNT, 
SN360 

Game 3: Toronto Maple Leafs at Tampa Bay Lightning — 7:30 p.m. ET 
— TBS, CBC, SN 

Game 3: Minnesota Wild at St. Louis Blues  — 9:30 p.m. ET — TNT, 
SN360 
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Game 3: Edmonton Oilers at Los Angeles Kings  — 10 p.m. ET — TBS, 
CBC, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s writers will 
make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, the TV schedule and all 
series coverage, plus the latest odds, all in one place for fans to easily 
digest and follow. Our in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. 
For live NHL odds from BetMGM, Click here. 

Hurricanes at Bruins 

Game 2: Hurricanes 5, Bruins 2 | Carolina leads 2-0 

Who was the guy? For the second straight night, we had a third-string 
goalie appear — as if by magic — and come up huge. Carolina’s Pyotr 
Kochetkov took over for Antti Raanta, injured in a sketchy collision with 
David Pastrnak, with 7:47 left in the first period. From there, he made 30 
saves on 32 shots (0.86 goals saved above expected). Not bad for a 22-
year-old who was playing in his fourth NHL game. 

He also had a big, memorable moment, which we’ll talk about shortly. 
Without taking any credit from Kochetkov, this is what the Hurricanes do. 
Over the last two seasons alone, Alex Nedeljkovic, Petr Mrazek, James 
Reimer, Frederik Andersen, Raanta and now Kochetkov have all stepped 
in and had real success. Credit Rod Brind’Amour’s system, credit the 
goalies themselves, call it a combo — whichever you choose, it’s 
impressive. 

Hurricanes worry meter (on a 1-5 scale with corresponding emojis):   
… After the game, Brind’Amour was salty over his belief that the Bruins 
were targeting his goaltenders, given the incidents with Raanta and 
Kochetkov. Understandable. Other than that, everything is fine. 

Bruins worry meter:      … On top of all that other stuff, top-pair 
defenseman Hampus Lindholm isn’t doing well after a hard, clean hit by 
Andrei Svechnikov. Not a lot to like coming out of this one for the Bruins. 

Civian: Hurricanes take Game 2 as the legend of Pyotr Kochetkov grows 

Shinzawa: The Bruins are in serious trouble after Game 2 loss to 
Hurricanes 

Lightning at Maple Leafs 

Game 2: Lightning 5, Maple Leafs 3 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? If the Lightning want to have a chance in this series, 
they need Victor Hedman at his best. On the score sheet, there’s his first 
period goal plus three helpers. But his 5-on-5 play alone was a standout. 
With him on the ice, Tampa Bay created over 62 percent of the shot 
share, according to Natural Stat Trick, and when accounting for quality 
over 79 percent of the expected goal share. Hedman led all skaters in 
this game with a 5.89 game score.  

What was the key? The Lightning actually made the Maple Leafs pay for 
their penalties this game. In Game 1, Toronto’s power kill was strong, 
taking the wind out of Tampa Bay who should have had the advantage in 
those situations. Last night, the back-to-back champions had seven 
opportunities and capitalized goals from Hedman, Nikita Kucherov, and 
Brayden Point. 

The moment of the game: Brandon Hagel’s third period goal. By pulling 
ahead 4-1 early in the third, the Lightning appeared to do enough to 
separate themselves from the Maple Leafs — at least, in the moment. 
But Toronto’s one of the best teams at playing from behind, and they did 
their best to close the gap. That made Hagel’s score the game-winner. It 
was an important goal for that reason alone, and the fact that two key 
deadline acquisitions chipped in. First with Nick Paul’s blocked pass in 
the defensive zone and clear, then Hagel’s shot that ended up in the 
back of the net. 

Maple Leafs Worry Meter:    … Something something, the Maple 
Leafs handling adversity in the playoffs.  

Lightning Worry Meter:    … Tampa Bay did let this game get 
close in the third.  

Smith: Lightning get ‘personal’ in Game 2 and display ruthless execution 

Siegel: Five takeaways from the Maple Leafs’ Game 2 loss: What 
changes are in order? 

Blues at Wild 

Team Moneyline Total 

Wild 

-105 

O 6.5 (+100) 

Blues 

-115 

U 6.5 (-120) 

Game 1: Blues 4, Wild 0 | St. Louis leads 1-0 

Game 2: Wild 6, Blues 2 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? Like the Minnesota Wild franchise itself, Joel Eriksson 
Ek is known more for being defensively stout than offensively electric. 
Eriksson Ek was fourth in the Selke Trophy voting last year and the Wild 
could have had an anthropomorphic Selke Trophy as their mascot for the 
last 20 years. But these aren’t your older sibling’s Wild. These Wild (this 
Wild? these Wilds? these Wildlings?) are fun as hell, and Eriksson Ek 
has emerged as an offensive force. Eriksson Ek had two goals and a 
primary assist in the first 21 minutes of Game 2, including a highlight-reel 
goal that we’ll get to in a moment. (He briefly had a hat trick and was 
feted with the usual cascade of millinery, but his third-period goal was 
overturned because Marcus Foligno was offside. Bummer for Kirill 
Kaprizov, who only got a smattering of hattering when he potted an 
empty-netter for his third goal of the game.) 

What was the key? Like Tampa Bay, Minnesota had a miserable power-
play performance in Game 1. Like Tampa Bay, Minnesota had an 
immediate and dramatic turnaround in Game 2. Frédérick Gaudreau and 
Kaprizov scored power-play goals six minutes apart in the first period to 
put the Wild up 3-0. 

Key stat: Blues goaltender Ville Husso stopped all 37 shots he faced in 
Game 1. The Wild scored on their first two shots in Game 2 (though it 
took half a period to finally put one on net), and Husso managed just 22 
saves on 27 shots. Might we see Jordan Binnington in Game 3? 

Russo: Wild even series with run of first-period goals, first postseason 
hat trick in their history 

Rutherford: Blues picked up a split in Minnesota, but defensive injuries 
could swing series 

Kings at Oilers 

Team Moneyline Total 

Oilers 

-145 

O 6.5 (+100) 

Kings 

+120 

U 6.5 (-120) 

Game 2: Oilers 6, Kings 0 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? Darnell Nurse stood out for the Oilers early, first 
saving a goal after a shot trickled past Mike Smith (we’ll get there) and 
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then netting a shorthanded tally to go ahead 2-0 in the second period. 
Overall, at five-on-five according to Natural Stat Trick, the Oilers 
generated  71.7 percent of the shot share with him deployed, along with 
68.3 percent of the expected goals share. 

What was the key? The match up game was troublesome for Los 
Angeles to open this series, when Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid 
were on the ice with Phillip Danault and Anze Kopitar. Last night, it was 
less about ensuring they weren’t on the ice together — it was about 
outplaying them. The Oilers out-attempted the Kings 14-9 in the 10 
minutes McDavid went up against Kopitar, and 9-5 in the 9:34 Draisaitl 
was on the ice with Danault. That’s important ahead of Los Angeles 
getting last change over the next two games at home. 

Key stat: The Kings earned an xG total of 1.8 against the Oilers in Game 
2. First, there’s the inability to finish, something that’s haunted them 
throughout the regular season with the worst 25.1 goals below expected 
at five-on-five in the league, according to Evolving-Hockey, plus another -
15.4 on the power play. To their credit, they almost scored twice between 
the Azne Kopitar shot that trickled past smith and Alex Iafallo’s power 
play chance. So along with their finishing woes, there’s also the fact that 
they only mustered shots worth a collective value of 1.8 expected goals 
for. That has to change, or it’s going to be a short series. 
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With emotions running high at the Garden, Bruins finally get a lead on 
Hurricanes, and suddenly it’s a playoff series 

 

By Kevin Paul  

 

Causeway St., home of the emotional rescue. 

The Bruins rediscovered a much-needed spark Friday night, with timely 
goaltending from Jeremy Swayman and a pair of power-play goals 
(David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall), and tiptoed away from what looked a 
fast exit from the postseason. 

Their 4-2 win over the Hurricanes at the Garden, in the wake of two 
dispiriting losses in Carolina, left the Bruins in a 2-1 deficit in the best-of-
seven Round 1 playoff series. 

But in playoff hockey, emotion counts, and often counts for a lot, and 
especially so for the Bruins when they have the force of 17,565 believers, 
some still dressed in faded No. 4 Bobby Orr sweaters, filling their building 
in the old West End. 

“We know what’s at stake,” said Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, noting 
what he felt was the club’s “calm” start. “The crowd gives you a lift, 
obviously, you score a huge goal ...” 

“Been a while,” added Brad Marchand, “since I’ve felt that into the game. 
We felt desperation … we have to keep playing like that.” 

Observations from Game 3: 

▪ The Bruins rallied from an early 1-0 deficit, finally finding their pulse with 
Charlie Coyle’s shorthanded goal to pull even. Finally, a foothold. 

“When [Marchand] scored, that’s a big lift for us,” added Cassidy, 
referring to the goal early in the second that handed the Bruins their first 
lead over Carolina in six games this season. “We got a lead … a lead 
against this team for the first time since, like, 2020 or something. It’s 
been a while.” 

On the 1-1 goal, Coyle blitzed the slot as his winger, Jake DeBrusk, 
rushed up the left side on a giveaway by ex-Canadien Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi. As defenseman Tony DeAngelo collapsed in the slot, 
DeBrusk fed to his right and Coyle popped it in for his first of the series. 

It was one of the very few times the Canes have been caught napping, or 
at least slow to react. A prime example of the thin margins in the series. 

▪ After cobbling together only three goals in the first two games, Cassidy 
reunited longtime linemates Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-Pastrnak. 

The ripple effect knocked DeBrusk to the Taylor-Erik Haula combination. 

Trent Frederic, benched in Game 2 for a poor penalty, was given the 
night off, which led Cassidy to move Tomas Nosek, his No. 4 center, up 
to Coyle’s third line with Craig Smith. 

Nick Foligno remained the constant on the fourth line, with Curtis Lazar 
shifted from right wing to the left side and Providence returnee Chris 
Wagner riding on right wing. 

It was, by far, the best Boston lineup of the series. Cassidy likely will go 
back with the same 12-and-6 alignment in Game 4 Sunday at the 
Garden. 

▪ In five prior meetings this season, including three in the regular season, 
the Canes struck for the first goal. Game 6 didn’t change anything, and it 
again was poor puck management that burned the B’s. 

It was a Brandon Carlo clearing attempt that ended up feeding Brendan 
Smith around the left point. Smith snapped off a long-range wrister that 
Vincent Trocheck tipped on net. Swayman made the stop, but Trocheck 
knocked it home for the 1-0 lead at 9:17. 

The goal underscored a number of continuing Boston bugaboos. No. 1: 
puck mismanagement; No. 2: the Canes continued ability to shoot for 
sticks, repeatedly getting good scoring chances (and often goals) off tips, 
deflections, and redirects; No. 3: Canes forwards paying the price for 
hanging in down low in the slot. They are aggressive, but the Bruins 
defensemen allow them to be aggressive. The Canes were not as 
assertive once falling behind by two goals 

▪ Both clubs went with rookie goaltenders making their first starts in the 
Cup playoffs. 

Swayman was appointed the start for Boston, after Linus Ullmark made 
the starts in Games 1-2. Ullmark wasn’t bad, but Cassidy noted after 
each loss that the Bruins didn’t get “the timely save” they so desperately 
needed. 

Swayman finally made that timely save with two minutes remaining in the 
first, less than a minute after Coyle potted the shorthanded equalizer. 
With Nino Niederreiter sitting right on his doorstep, Swayman denied 
what appeared to be an easy putaway for the 2-1 Carolina lead. Huge 
stop. 

In the other net, the Canes went with Pyotr Kochetkov, their No. 3 tender. 
They remained without their No. 1, ex-Leaf Frederik Andersen (injured) 
and Antti Raanta, who was still banged up after taking an awkward fall in 
Game 2 when his left leg was clipped by Pastrnak as the Czech forward 
raced in to retrieve a puck on the power play. 

▪ Cassidy, with the last change at home, was able to ease Bergeron’s 
burden some at the faceoff dot by steering his line clear of the Jordan 
Staal trio. Staal was excellent at the dot in the first two games, often 
beating Bergeron, something few opposing centers have been able to 
say over the course of Bergeron’s career. Bergeron was back to being 
his old self, winning 11 of 17 drops (65 percent). Staal finished at 59 
percent. 

▪ No word on how soon the Bruins might get injured blueliner Hampus 
Lindholm back, but chances are nearly nil he’ll be seen again in this 
series. 

Mike Reilly, who drew in as Lindholm’s sub, handled the job cleanly, 
looking more like the guy who played well here after the Bruins picked 
him up at last year’s trade deadline. He is among the club’s best skaters 
— from his days playing forward as a youth — and he can help move 
pucks up ice. 
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Lindholm is a huge loss, and losing key blueline personnel has been a 
Bruins staple in recent offseasons. But in years past, they have not had 
the kind of depth Reilly and Josh Brown can provide. 

▪ Swayman put on a circus show around the 9:00 mark of the second, 
helping the Bruins maintain a 2-1 lead, the Canes putting a flurry of shots 
on net soon after the Bruins successfully killed off a Connor Clifton cross-
checking penalty. Swayman turned back repeated attempts and was 
helped, too, by a DeBrusk stop. 

Some five minutes later, Pastrnak’s power-play goal provided crucial 3-1 
breathing room. 

▪ Unsung hero of the night: Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort, who 
blocked a game-high nine shots, continually running headlong in the 
vulcanized meat grinder. 

“If you look at our blocked shots column … to me, those are our unsung 
heroes,” noted Cassidy, his squad winning that metric by a 29-12 edge. 
“Forbort really showed his value tonight.” 
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Bruins bounce back with victory over Carolina 

 

By Julian Benbow  

 

The Bruins held onto the belief that the Carolina Hurricanes were a 
different team when they had to play from behind. 

The catch was that getting a lead against them had been impossible in 
five meetings between the regular season and the first two games of their 
first-round playoff series. 

They finally got a chance to test the theory when a goal by Brad 
Marchand gave them a 2-1 lead at the 5:41 mark in the second period. 

Marchand made his own luck on the way to his first goal of the series. He 
saw a wraparound pass by Brady Skjei coming and picked it off along the 
boards in the Bruins’ offensive zone. He found Patrice Bergeron in the 
slot. 

Bergeron’s wrist shot was blocked by Skjei, but Marchand crashed the 
net and the puck found him. He lofted a wrist shot over Pyotr Kochetkov 
and put the Bruins ahead for the first time in 3:25:41 of hockey over five 
games this season. 

“We got to lead now for the first time against this team since, what, 2020 
or something?” Cassidy quipped. “It’s been a while. So now, all of a 
sudden, we get to play a little more comfortable game.” 

The Bruins avoided a backs-to-the-wall situation with a 4-2 win in Game 
3 of their first-round series against the Hurricanes Friday night at TD 
Garden. 

To do it, they needed a shorthanded goal from Charlie Coyle and power-
play goals from David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall along with 25 saves from 
Jeremy Swayman in his first postseason start and nine blocked shots by 
Derek Forbort. 

The Bruins now trail, 2-1, with Game 4 set for Sunday. 

“The importance of the situation we’re in, I think it hit us all,” Marchand 
said. “ Guys just seemed like they were prepared when they got to the 
rink tonight. But that’s the desperation that [Carolina’s] been playing with 
from Game 1. And that’s what we need to play with every day moving 
forward. So it’s a good lesson for us to continue to learn. We need to 
keep playing like that. 

There was urgency to avoid going down 3-0 but never worry. 

“Some of our guys in the room have been through a lot,” Cassidy said. 
“I’m getting farther along myself. With some different playoff series, they 
take on all shapes and forms.” 

Before the playoffs, Bergeron talked to the team. His message, Cassidy 
said, was that sooner or later, they’re going to run into adversity. 

“We happened to hit ours early,” Cassidy said. 

Cassidy quickly called up the 2011 Bruins who lost the first two games of 
their first-round series at home to Montreal, came back to win in seven 
games then went on to win the Stanley Cup. 

“So you can’t let what happened the night before affect your mind-set,” 
Cassidy said. “It could affect what you’re going to do on the ice, the 
adjustments you’re going to make, how you necessarily need to play. But 
you still have to have a mind-set of, OK, every game takes on a life of its 
own, and you’ve got to be ready and prepared for that one.” 

“In the playoffs, you can’t look too far back, win or lose,” Cassidy said. 
“You’ve got to get ready for the next one. Anticipate maybe whatever 
changes you need to make but be ready to go. And I think our group is 
good at that because of the veteran guys that have been around, even 
the young guys.” 

The one thing the Bruins didn’t want to do was chase the Hurricanes for 
a third straight game. 

They let Carolina score first in each of the first two games of the series 
and watched both games run away from them. 

At home for a pivotal Game 3, the Bruins couldn’t stop it from happening 
again. 

Vincent Trocheck scored his second goal of the series. 

Brendan Smith swooped in to snag the puck at the blue line and 
immediately fired it at Swayman. The puck bounced off the skate of 
Trocheck, who lunged to swat it by Swayman and give the Canes a 1-0 
lead. 

The Canes, who haven’t trailed in the series — or in any of the three 
regular-season games between the teams — were able to play with a 
lead once again. 

But the Bruins didn’t have to chase long. 

The shorthanded goal Charlie Coyle scored on a breakaway with Jake 
DeBrusk at the 17:16 mark in the first felt like a breakthrough. 

The Bruins hadn’t scored in the first period all series up to that point and 
they kept Carolina from hijacking momentum early. 

The shorthanded goal was the Bruins’ first in a playoff game since Game 
3 of their first-round series against the Hurricanes in 2020. They went 
into the first intermission tied at 1. 

Swayman, making his first career playoff start, stopped nine of 10 shots 
in the first. 

The Bruins, on the wrong end of three 5-on-3 situations in Game 2 got a 
5 on 3 of their own late in the second period thanks to an interference call 
on Ian Cole at the 12:36 mark and a hooking call on Trocheck at 13:05. 

David Pastrnak capitalized, setting up on the left dot and firing a shot 
short-side through traffic to beat Kochetkov and push the Bruins’ lead to 
3-1. 

Taylor Hall delivered another power-play goal at 4:08 in the third period 
to give the Bruins a 4-1 lead. Jaccob Slavin’s score at 11:30 made it a 
two-goal game, but a team not used to playing from behind couldn’t 
muster a comeback. 

The Bruins still have a long road ahead of them and despite the 2011 
team, history isn’t on their side. They’re 2-26 in best-of-seven series after 
falling behind 2-0 and 1-2 when the series starts on the road. They 
expect the Hurricanes to respond. 
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“They’re going to elevate,” Marchand said. “They’re a good team. It’s 
what they’ve done all year. They know how to respond. I don’t think that 
was their best effort. When you look at the games that we played in 
Carolina we know they’re going to be better so we have to be better, too.” 

Boston Globe LOADED: 05.07.2022 

1244254 Boston Bruins 

 

NHL official struck by falling glass at TD Garden, taken off on stretcher 

 

By Matt Porter  

 

Late in the second period of the Bruins-Hurricanes Game 3 at TD 
Garden, timeout coordinator Joe Foley was taken off the ice on a 
stretcher after he was injured by a pane of glass which fell into the 
penalty box. 

Foley appeared to be hit in the head and shoulders by the glass, which 
was shaken loose by fans celebrating David Pastrnak’s goal at 14:53, 
which made it 3-1, Bruins. 

Scary scene in Boston as a glass panel in the penalty box fell and hit the 
game’s timeout coordinator, resulting in him being stretchered off.   
pic.twitter.com/ZtyIW9lvXk 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) May 7, 2022 

The game paused for approximately five minutes as trainers and medical 
personnel put a neck brace on Foley, who was moving and talking, and 
loaded him onto a stretcher. 

Security escorted a fan from the area. 

The NHL has periodically reminded fans throughout the years that 
banging on the glass is dangerous, and can do harm to others. The 
panes along the boards are designed to be removed, and to flex from 
contact from hits. 

In the Bruins’ 2012 playoff series against the Capitals, a Game 1 
celebration saw fans dislodge a pane of glass, which fell on former 
Bruins center David Krejci. He was not injured. 
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Jeremy Swayman was ready when the Bruins called on him 

 

By Julian Benbow  

 

Jeremy Swayman didn’t know when it would happen, but he knew he had 
to be ready. 

Even though Linus Ullmark’s late-season run earned him the nod for the 
Bruins playoff opener last week in Raleigh, N.C., coach Bruce Cassidy 
made it clear he would use both goalies. 

After lopsided losses in the first two games of their first-round series 
against the Hurricanes, Cassidy turned to Swayman. 

Swayman’s first start in postseason hockey came with the pressure of 
keeping the Bruins from falling into an 0-3 hole. 

How did he prepare himself? 

“The same,” he said. “All season.” 

Swayman’s strength this season has been his steadiness. And the Bruins 
leaned on it in a 4-2 win that closed the gap in the series to 2-1. 

Poised in his playoff debut, Swayman stopped 25 shots, including nine in 
the first period. 

His calm has come to be expected in the Bruins dressing room. 

“That’s his demeanor,” Cassidy said. “And I think that will change. The 
farther we go along, some of that will get tested, obviously, for a young 
guy. These are the most important games he’s probably ever played. So 
we’ll see. But we knew that about him.” 

Swayman allowed himself to take in the atmosphere of the TD Garden 
crowd. 

“It’s a great experience every time you walk into a full building here,” he 
said. “And playoffs is a whole other level.” 

After giving up five goals to the Canes in each of the first two playoff 
games and 26 goals over five games between the regular season and 
postseason, the Bruins were desperate for timely stops. Swayman 
delivered. 

“I thought he played great,” Brad Marchand said. “He made some huge 
saves at timely moments of the game where it could have changed the 
outcome. He seemed to be very composed. It’s a high pressure game 
tonight. We knew the magnitude of the game and he came in he was 
prepared. 

“But I think that’s what we kind of expected from him. He’s had that all 
year. He has the drive and the will, the want to be a great player for this 
team. And I think he was excited for the opportunity.” 

Forbort for the block 

The Bruins killed all five of the Hurricanes’ power-play opportunities and 
Derek Forbort has the bruises to show for it. 

Forbort blocked a career-playoff-high nine shots, including six on the 
penalty kill. The Hurricanes had 10 minutes with of power play time and 
Forbort was on the ice for 6:46. 

With the Bruins holding a 3-1 lead late in the second period, Forbort 
blocked three straight shots by Andrei Svechnikov on a power play. He 
blocked the first one with his stick and took the next two off his right 
skate, dropping to a knee in pain, but hobbling back up to finish the shift. 

“He’s one of those guys that plays a game that guys don’t want to play,” 
said Marchand. “He sacrifices every night for the group, puts his body in 
harm’s way. And those are the guys that you win with in the playoffs. You 
have to be able to have guys that are willing to put their bodies on the 
line every night and risk getting hurt every night if you want to go deep 
and he’s a huge reason. He blocked some really good opportunities from 
that team over there.” 

Attendant injured 

Timeout coordinator Joe Foley was taken off the ice in a neck brace and 
on a stretcher after a pane of glass near the Bruins penalty box was 
shaken loose as fans celebrated David Pastrnak’s goal in the second 
period. 

Bruins assistant trainer Dustin Stuck rushed to his attention before 
additional medical staff arrived. Foley was alert as he was escorted off 
the ice. he received an ovation from fans and Pastrnak tapped him on the 
leg. The glass was replaced later in the period. 

Linesman Jonny Murray collided with one of the ice makers during a 
break in play in the first period. He was shaken up. 
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Bruins earn first win against Hurricanes, cut series to 2-1 

 

Steve Conroy  

 

With their season on the line, the Bruins needed their big boys to step up 
and make a difference for a change. Mission accomplished. 

The B’s got goals from Charlie Coyle, Brad Marchand, David Pastrnak 
and Taylor Hall, and Jeremy Swayman earned his first career playoff win 
to lift the B’s to a 4-2 victory over the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 3 at 
the Garden on Friday night. 

The Canes still hold a 2-1 series lead, but the Bruins demonstrated that 
they do indeed have a pulse in their first win over Carolina in their sixth 
try this season. Game 4 is Sunday at the Garden at 12:30 p.m. 

“I’m not living in (the stars’) heads, but I know that the onus this time of 
year is on your best players being your best players,” said coach Bruce 
Cassidy. “How many games are there tonight? Four games, we’ll 
probably hear it four times from coaches on the winning team. Typically 
that’s what you need, not every night, but typically. And tonight they 
were.” 

Marchand led the way with three points while Coyle and Pastrnak also 
added helpers. 

“I think it’s the most I felt engaged. It’s kind of been a little while since I 
felt that into a game,” said Marchand. “With the importance of the 
situation, I think it hit us all.” 

While the big guns showed up, there were no passengers. The B’s got 
key contributions throughout the lineup. Curtis Lazar and Tomas Nosek 
both drew penalties while the B’s killed off all five penalties they took. 
Derek Forbort put in a yeoman’s effort, especially on the kill, as he 
blocked nine shots on the night. 

“I love that guy. He’s the man,” said Swayman (25 saves). He’s been 
doing that all year for us, too. So nothing new for him. He does 
everything for the team, for the crest and it shows. Guys play hard for 
him and he does the same for us. He’s an awesome person to have in 
front of me.” 

Much of the first period went according to the script they played out in the 
first two games. The B’s got not only the first, but the second power play, 
only to come up with nothing. 

And then, of course, the Canes took the first lead on what looked like a 
nothing play. Brandon Carlo first played the puck near the Boston blue 
line to Erik Haula, who could not move it in the right direction. Carlo 
retrieved it in the right corner and he tried to play it up to Jake DeBrusk. It 
eluded him and went right to Brendan Smith at the left point. As Carlo 
battled with Vincent Trocheck in front, Smith flipped a shot to the net. 
After it hit Trocheck’s skate, he was able to corral the ricochet and swipe 
it past Swayman at 9:17 for what has become the traditional Carolina 1-0 
lead. 

When Haula was called for tripping Jesper Fast at 16:07, the sense of 
dread at the Garden was palpable. 

But then, out of nowhere, the B’s made something good happen. On the 
kill, DeBrusk broke out on a 2-on-1 with Coyle and fed the centerman for 
his first goal of the series, a shorthanded tally at 17:16. The Garden 
erupted. 

“That changed our whole demeanor,” said Marchand. “We’ve been 
playing catch-up all series and it felt good to know we can come back in 
those situations like we have in the past.” 

While the building was buzzing, it looked like Marchand might have a 
chance to break though the neutral zone with a decent break, but he 
chopped Tony DeAngelo’s stick out of his hands and was called for 
slashing with 34 seconds left in the period. 

The B’s were able to kill that off to start the second and then, at 5:41, 
Marchand gave the B’s their first lead in six games this season against 
the Canes. Marchand won a puck along the right boards and got it to 
Patrice Bergeron in the slot for a snap shot that was blocked into the air. 
When it came down, Marchand pounced on it. He fanned once but 
maintained control and beat Pyotr Kochetkov for his first of the playoffs. 

But if the B’s thought playing with a lead against Carolina was going to 
be easy, they were mistaken. The Canes hemmed the B’s in their zone 
until Connor Clifton took a crosscheck penalty. 

The B’s killed that off, but in the immediate aftermath the Canes threw 
everything at Swayman but he — and his teammates — somehow kept 
the puck out. 

The B’s then got a great chance to extend the lead and they capitalized. 
After Curtis Lazar drew his second penalty of the game, Trocheck tripped 
Marchand to give them a lengthy 5-on-3. The B’s didn’t score on the two-
man advantage, but with seconds winding down on Trocheck’s penalty, 
Pastrnak managed to slip a wrist shot past Brett Pesce to beat 
Kochetkov short-side at 14:53. 

In the immediate bedlam after the goal, a scary situation occurred. A 
pane of heavy Plexiglass behind the penalty box fell down on off-ice 
official Joe Foley. He was down for several minutes as medical personnel 
rushed to his aid and a hush fell over the crowd. Foley was eventually 
taken out of the playing area on a stretcher and he was taken to Mass. 
General for observation, according to the NHL. 

The incident was reminiscent of another playoff mishap involving the 
glass. After a Bruins playoff win in 2012, a pane came unfastened and hit 
David Krejci on the head. 

When play resumed, the B’s had to kill another penalty, a strange 
roughing penalty on Clifton against Brendan Smith that appeared to be 
pretty clean. But Smith was bloodied and the officials called it a major 
before reviewing and dropping it to a minor. 

But they killed it off, and early in the third period, Tomas Nosek drew 
another penalty on Trocheck. On the advantage, a pretty Pastrnak-to-
Hall pass gave the B’s a three-goal lead at 4:08. 

The B’s looked like they were going to smother the Canes the rest of the 
way, but Swayman coughed up a bad goal with 8:30 left in the third. 
Clifton and Coyle could not clear the puck along the left boards and it 
was stopped by Jaccob Slavin, who snapped a long-distance shot that 
somehow beat Swayman over the glove shoulder. Jordan Staal was 
there for the tip but he did not get it. 

That’s as close as the Canes would get, as the B’s showed they can play 
a little defense, too. 
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Bruins notebook: David Pastrnak shoots back 

 

Steve Conroy  

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour raised some eyebrows after 
Wednesday’s game when he suggested that Pastrnak intentionally ran 
his goalie, which injured Raanta and knocked him out of Game 2. That 
forced the Canes to go with the third-string netminder Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who got the call again for Friday’s Game 3, though Raanta was well 
enough to back up. 

There was also an exchange of shoves and slashes between Kochetkov 
and Brad Marchand, for which Marchand was fined $5,000 while 
Kochetkov skated on any supplemental discipline. 
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Asked if he thought if it was part of the B’s plan to go after the Carolina 
goalies — the Canes are already without No. 1 netminder Frederik 
Andersen — Brind’Amour said “What do you think? It can’t get any more 
obvious.” 

Pastrnak shot back on Friday morning. 

“Whoever thinks I tried to injure him obviously doesn’t understand 
hockey,” said Pastrnak. “We were doing this set play. I was coming with 
full speed. I was trying to get first touch and and he’s trying to clear it, so 
I wanted the puck to hit me. I’m not going there to bury the goalie but to 
stop the puck, maybe it bounces in. He was getting out of the crease, so 
yeah, I just tried to stop the puck and set up on the power play.” 

While it would certainly behoove the B’s to go after the Canes’ 
goaltending with the state that it is in now, the context and juncture of the 
game — it was scoreless in the first period and the B’s were again 
playing pretty well to start the game — would suggest a targeted hit on 
the goalie was unlikely. 

As for the one-sided nature of the fines in what was a very nasty game — 
Derek Forbort also got whacked $5,000 for a careless high stick he took 
against Teuvo Teravainen — coach Bruce Cassidy shrugged it off. 

“(Marchand) is on their radar, so that doesn’t surprise me, no,” said 
Cassidy. “Forby just has to be more in control of his stick. I don’t think 
there was any intent, but that’s not a good penalty. You need your stick 
on the ice. It’s unnecessary. So I guess that’s how I feel about that. 
We’re on the wrong side of most of them, so what’s a couple more fines, 
right? Let’s move on and be better for Game 3 in those area.” 

Wagner, Reilly gets their chances 

Aside from giving Jeremy Swayman his first Stanley Cup playoff start, 
Cassidy made a couple of lineup changes, one forced by Hampus 
Lindholm’s apparent head injury and the other by coach’s choice. 

Trent Frederic was scratched while veteran Chris Wagner, whose only 
NHL game this year was the regular season finale in Toronto in which he 
had 11 hits, went into the lineup as the fourth line right wing. Tomas 
Nosek went up to take Frederic’s spot on the third line with Charlie Coyle 
and Craig Smith while Curtis Lazar moved over to center the fourth line. 

Defenseman Mike Reilly drew back into the Boston lineup for Game 3 
against Carolina Friday night. 

Defenseman Mike Reilly drew back into the Boston lineup for Game 3 
against Carolina Friday night. 

As for the Frederic scratch, Cassidy put more of the onus on Coyle and 
Smith. 

“Freddy’s got himself in a little bit of penalty trouble and I’m not sure it’s 
all warranted, but at the end of the day, that’s where he’s at right now,” 
said Cassidy. “We’ve talked to him on how he can impact the game and 
we’ve got to get that message across. It’s less about Freddy. It’s more 
about the two guys who’ve been in the league, his center and right wing. 
They need to drive the line no matter who’s on their left side. We need a 
little more from them and hopefully tonight we get it.” 

The choice for Frederic’s replacement was between Wagner and Anton 
Blidh, who played only one regular season game — the finale in Toronto 
in which many regulars were rested — after he was involved in post-
game brawl on April 5 in Detroit. 

“I liked Wags’ game up in Toronto,” said Cassidy. “We’ve seen him in 
playoffs and we know the grit he can bring. Being first on the forecheck 
and the physicality he can bring is really what has made a name for him 
in this league. So if he can get there on time on some of those we can 
certainly use it. We want to play behind their D, so there’s maybe a little 
more experience in that regard.” 

In 9:32 of icetime, Wagner finished had a shot on net and two hits. 

Mike Reilly, meanwhile, went in for Lindholm and was paired with Charlie 
McAvoy. McAvoy and Reilly had been paired together before the 
deadline acquisition of Lindholm. 

“I’m definitely comfortable, for sure,” said Reilly. “I don’t know how many 
games we had together but it was something that was clicking pretty well 
and we were feeding off each other. I’d definitely jump at the opportunity 
to be able to play with him and stick with him a little bit.” 

Reilly played a solid game in 14:09 of action, especially in retrieving 
pucks. He finished at plus-1 with a blocked shot. 

Pastrnak back on top line 

Pastrnak was reunited with Marchand and Patrice Bergeron in the 
second period of Game 2 and that’s how they were set to start Game 3, 
with Jake DeBrusk dropping to the Taylor Hall-Erik Haula line. Pastrnak 
said going back with his old linemates required no getting used to. 

“We need to be a little better so I think it’s the perfect time,” said 
Pastrnak. “We’ve been together for a while, we know what to expect from 
each other. I’m excited. Been a while, so it’s going to be fun.” 

With last change coming with home ice, the line was able to get away 
from the Jordan Staal line. It certainly helped, especially at the faceoff 
circle, where Bergeron — well below .500 in the first two games — won 
11-of-17. 

This and that 

Bruce Cassidy on Derek Forbort after the defenseman’s nine block-
performance:  “He’s a popular guy. He is very quiet, doesn’t say much, 
talks about him and his dog. But he’s got personality when you get to 
know him him. Guys root for guys like that.” 

Forbort actually led the B’s in icetime with 23:07, a second more than 
Charlie McAvoy. Forbort also played a team-high 6:46 on the penalty 
kill… 

Curtis Lazar had a strong game, drawing two penalties and throwing a 
team-high six hits in 15:38 of icetime… 

The Hurricanes lost fourth line wing Jordan Martinook to a lower body 
injury in the second period and he did not return. 

“That one is going to be questionable (moving forward). He looked pretty 
rough in there,” said Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
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Marchand, Pastrnak lead Bruins' resurgence in Game 3 win vs. 
Hurricanes 

 

Nick Goss 

 

BOSTON -- The Bruins are back in business. 

After a pair of ugly losses in Carolina to begin their first-round playoff 
series, the Bruins rebounded in impressive fashion with a 4-2 win over 
the Hurricanes in Friday night's Game 3 at TD Garden. 

The Hurricanes jumped out to an early lead, scoring the first goal for the 
sixth time in six games against the B's this season. But the Bruins 
responded with four unanswered goals and protected that lead with 
strong penalty killing and a very good performance from rookie goalie 
Jeremy Swayman.  

The Bruins will try to even the series Sunday afternoon in Game 4. But 
first, let's look at  three takeaways from Game 3. 
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1) Bruins' top guns finally deliver 

Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak finished first and second, 
respectively, in scoring for the Bruins during the regular season, but both 
of them were held without a goal over the first two games of this series. 

These stars broke out in Game 3, scoring a goal apiece and picking up a 
few helpers.  

Marchand gave the Bruins their first lead over the Hurricanes all season 
when he outworked everyone around him to score a greasy goal in front 
of the net.  

Pastrnak scored on the power play later in the second period, and 
Marchand picked up an assist on the play. Marchand and Pastrnak both 
picked up assists on Taylor Hall's power-play goal in the third period that 
increased Boston's lead to 4-1. 

The Bruins' top players were outplayed by their Hurricanes counterparts 
in the first two games. Boston's first line (plus Hall) responded Friday 
night, and that resurgence must continue if the B's are going to even the 
series this weekend. 

2) Bruins decisively win special teams battle 

The Hurricanes dominated special teams down in Carolina. The script 
was flipped in Game 3. 

The Bruins power play was dreadful in Game 1 and failed to score on its 
three opportunities. But this unit is starting to find its groove again and 
has now scored in back-to-back matchups.  

Boston took a 3-1 lead in the second period when David Pastrnak fired a 
shot past Hurricanes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov for his first goal of the 
series. 

Hall scored his second goal of the series with a power-play tally of his 
own in the third period. The B's finished 2-for-5 with the man advantage. 

The power play production was an encouraging sign for the Bruins, but 
the primary reason why they won this game was their phenomenal 
penalty killing.  

Boston went a perfect 5-for-5 on the PK, allowing just three high-danger 
chances in 10 minutes of shorthanded action. 

The Hurricanes went on the power play with 3:53 remaining in the first 
period with a chance to double their lead to 2-0. The Bruins not only 
killed off that penalty, they tallied a shorthanded goal to even the score. 

Jake DeBrusk made a nice pass to Charlie Coyle driving hard to the net, 
and he beat Kochetkov to get the B's on the board. This was the pivotal 
play of the game as it fired up both the Bruins and the crowd. Boston 
largely controlled the run of play from this point. 

Derek Forbort was Boston's best penalty killer. He made several clutch 
shot blocks (nine overall) and did a nice job clearing traffic from the front 
of the net so B's goalie Jeremy Swayman could locate shots from the 
point. 

The Bruins allowed two power-play goals in their Game 2 defeat. Penalty 
killing was one area that had to significantly improve for Boston, and 
Game 3 was a step in the right direction in that regard. 

3) Swayman shines in net 

The Bruins need excellent goaltending to overcome the series deficit and 
eliminate a deep, highly skilled Hurricanes team, and that's exactly what 
Swayman gave them Friday night. 

The rookie netminder made his first ever playoff start and tallied 25 saves 
on 27 shots (.926 save percentage). He also was among Boston's top 
penalty killers, with three of his saves coming shorthanded. He made two 
fantastic saves on a late first-period PK, including a point-blank stop on a 
rebound attempt from the edge of the crease. 

Swayman was composed in net and didn't give up a ton of juicy rebounds 
for the Hurricanes. He did allow a bit of a fluky goal in the third period, 
but the B's still had a two-goal lead at that point. 

Swayman gave the Bruins exactly what was required Friday. He'll need 
to deliver this kind of performance consistently for Boston to win the 
series. 
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Bruins owe Game 3 win to Forbort's fantastic defense, penalty killing 

 

Nick Goss  

 

BOSTON -- A player like Derek Forbort doesn't get a ton of credit for the 
kind of game he plays, but make no mistake, the Bruins don't win Game 
3 of their first-round playoff series against the Hurricanes without his 
toughness and penalty killing Friday night. 

He tallied a game-high nine blocked shots, broke up several passes and 
threw his body around to physically wear down a red-hot Hurricanes 
offense that scored 10 goals in the previous two games. 

"He's one of those guys who plays the game that guys don't want to play. 
He sacrifices every night for the group," Bruins forward Brad Marchand 
said of Forbort. "He puts his body in harm's way. Those are the guys you 
win with in the playoffs. You need to have guys who are willing to put 
their body on the line and risk getting hurt every night if you want to go 
deep. He was a huge reason (we won). 

"He blocked some really good opportunities from that team over there, 
and he has all year. He's a reason why we're in the position we're in, and 
he's a big reason we won tonight, and a huge reason why the penalty kill 
was good at big moments tonight. You've got to give him a ton of credit. 
Sometimes those guys who eat pucks and play hard like that don't get 
the credit they deserve, but it's great that he's getting the recognition 
because you don't win without guys like that." 

Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman was more succinct in his assessment of 
Forbort's play. 

"I love that guy. He's the man." 

Forbort played an exceptional game in all situations, but the penalty kill is 
where he really shined. The Hurricanes had five power plays. They 
scored twice with the man advantage in their 5-2 win in Game 2. Boston 
had to improve on the penalty kill entering Game 3, and Forbort led the 
charge. 

He played a team-high 6:42 on the penalty kill and blocked six shots in 
those minutes. The Hurricanes also tallied just three shots on net during 
Forbort's shorthanded ice time.  

Here's a look at the heatmap of Forbort's contributions, via Natural Stat 
Trick: 

When the Bruins signed Forbort in free agency last summer, this kind of 
performance was what they expected come playoff time. He played a key 
role in the Winnipeg Jets penalty kill and ranked top five among all 
players in blocked shots last season. He's a classic defensive 
defenseman. 

It's hard to overstate the importance of the Bruins getting quality 
performances from Forbort and Mike Reilly on Friday night, especially 
with the team's second-best defenseman, Hampus Lindholm, unable to 
play after taking a huge hit in Game 2. 

These guys stepping up in Lindholm's absence was a huge factor in the 
Bruins getting their first win of Round 1. Whether Forbort and Reilly can 
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perform at this level on a consistent basis will play a pivotal role in the 
outcome of the series. 
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Penalty box attendant injured by pane of glass in Bruins-Hurricanes 
Game 3 

 

Nick Goss  

 

BOSTON -- Play was halted in the second period of Friday night's Game 
3 between the Boston Bruins and Carolina Hurricanes at TD Garden 
when an NHL official working in one of the penalty boxes was injured 
after a pane of glass fell on him. 

Medical staff at the arena was quick to respond and eventually carried 
him off the ice on a stretcher. 

The incident happened during Bruins fans' celebration of David 
Pastrnak's goal that put Boston ahead 3-1. It appeared that the pane of 
glass was dislodged by fans banging on it. 

Scary scene in Boston as a glass panel in the penalty box fell and hit the 
gameâ ™s timeout coordinator, resulting in him being stretchered off. 
ðŸ™  pic.twitter.com/ZtyIW9lvXk 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) May 7, 2022 

Matt Porter of the Boston Globe reported an update on the official during 
the third period, tweeting "I'm told the NHL official, Joe Foley, of 
Peabody, was taken to the hospital for precautionary reasons. Seems to 
be doing OK." 

The Bruins entered Game 3 trailing the series 0-2. 
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Pastrnak gives emphatic answer to question about Raanta collision in 
Game 2 

 

Nick Goss  

 

There were a couple of interesting moments between the Boston Bruins 
and Carolina Hurricanes goaltenders during Game 2 of their first-round 
series Wednesday night.  

The first happened in the opening period when B's right winger David 
Pastrnak was unable to evade 'Canes goalie Antti Raanta and they 
collided. Raanta was shaken up a bit and exited the game. Pastrnak was 
penalized for goalie interference. There was no reason to believe 
Pastrnak was skating into Raanta on purpose. After all, the B's were on a 
power play and pushing hard to score the game's first goal. 

The other goalie incident happened in the second period when Bruins left 
winger Brad Marchand slashed Raanta's replacement, Pyotr Kochetkov, 
but only after the rookie netminder initiated the altercation by slashing 
Marchand and then skating toward the veteran forward. 

Bruins need more from David Pastrnak after awful Game 2 performance 

Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour was asked after his team's 5-2 
win if he thought the Bruins were targeting Carolina's goalies. 

“What do you think? It can’t get any more obvious,” Brind'Amour said. 

Pastrnak was asked about his collision with Raanta before Friday night's 
Game 3 at TD Garden. He emphatically stated there was no intent to 
injure the Hurricanes goaltender. 

“Whoever thinks I was trying to injure (Raanta) obviously doesn’t 
understand hockey,” Pastrnak told reporters. “I’d rather say no comment 
on that." 

Pastrnak added: "We were doing a set play. I’m coming full speed and 
trying to get the puck, and he’s trying to clear it. Obviously, I want the 
puck to hit me. I’m not going in there to bury the goalie. I’m there to stop 
the puck and maybe get a bounce in. He’s getting out of the crease. I just 
tried to stop the puck and set up our power play.” 

David Pastrnak on Antti Raanta collision: "Whoever thinks I tried to injure 
him obviously doesn't understand hockey" pic.twitter.com/VqAQicYlY1 

— NBC Sports Boston (@NBCSBoston) May 6, 2022 

The point of Brind'Amour's comment was probably to work the referees, 
who've been heavily involved in this series. They ended up calling 22 
penalties in Game 2 (13 on the B's). 

The Bruins can't worry about the officiating going forward. They have to 
stay disciplined and play this series at 5-on-5 as much as possible. The 
Hurricanes have dominated the special teams battle through two games. 
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Bruins need more from David Pastrnak after awful Game 2 performance 

 

Nick Goss  

 

The Boston Bruins need a massive improvement from David Pastrnak or 
their season could end as soon as Sunday afternoon at TD Garden. 

Pastrnak has been the most disappointing Bruins player in their first-
round playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes, which Boston now 
trails 0-2 after a 5-2 loss Wednesday night.  

In fact, the first period of Game 2 probably was the worst 20 minutes of 
Pastrnak's Bruins career. 

Bruins d-man Hampus Lindholm leaves Game 2 after taking massive hit 

It started when he collided with Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta and wiped 
out a Bruins power play. Boston had a great chance to score the opening 
goal or at least build some momentum with that power play. Pastrnak 
wasn't trying to injure Raanta by any means, but he clearly didn't do 
enough to avoid him.  

After an initial major call, David Pastrnak receives a 2-minute penalty for 
goaltender interference on Antti Raanta. Pyotr Kochetkov will enter the 
game. pic.twitter.com/0Bn8d7n7W1 

— B/R Open Ice (@BR_OpenIce) May 4, 2022 

He also exited the zone too early on the Hurricanes' first goal. Pastrnak 
was skating up ice before the Bruins had clear possession of the puck. 
Carolina ended up controlling it and scored a few seconds later. 

The second goal is where Pastrnak really cost the Bruins. Instead of 
taking a hit to clear the puck out of the defensive zone, he tried to avoid 
contact and allowed Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin to grab the 
puck with ease. Slavin skated around Boston's net and helped set up the 
goal with a secondary assist. It was an absolutely soft play from 
Pastrnak.  

It's quite possible Pastrnak is not 100 percent healthy. He missed a 
couple weeks in April after suffering an undisclosed injury against the 
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Columbus Blue Jackets on April 4. But if Pastrnak is healthy enough to 
play, he has to give the Bruins something. 

Zero points and lackluster effort defensively won't cut it. And a couple 
times late in the third period he had the puck near the blue line and just 
turned and fired a shot toward the net with no purpose whatsoever. 

“He’s a star in this league,” Cassidy said of Pastrnak. “He’s going to have 
to play through some of the physicality, maybe the threat of intimidation, 
the smack talking. Whatever’s going on out there, you’ve just got to play 
through it. All the good players in this league do.” 

It's difficult to win in the playoffs when your most skilled offensive player 
isn't producing, and it's especially tough when you're playing against an 
elite defensive team like the Hurricanes. 

Carolina ranked No. 2 in goals against, No. 4 in scoring chances against, 
No. 3 in shots against and No. 2 in shot attempts against at 5-on-5 in the 
regular season. The 'Canes also led the league with an 88 percent 
success rate on the penalty kill.  

It's massively important for Boston's top forwards to step up, and 
Pastrnak is at the top of that list with a team-leading 108 goals over the 
last three seasons. To be fair, the Bruins need a lot more production from 
a ton of players to turn around this series. Brad Marchand has been a 
non-factor offensively, too. 

The Bruins reunited Pastrnak, Marchand and Patrice Bergeron on the top 
line in the third period Wednesday night. Head coach Bruce Cassidy 
should keep that trio intact to start Game 3 on Friday. That's probably the 
best way to help ignite Pastrnak's game. 
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Murph's Take: Perfection Line Shines, Leads Bruins Forward To Game 4 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

With their three biggest stars reunited as ‘The Perfection Line’ once 
again, the Boston Bruins finally played like the team that stormed through 
the first three months of 2022 and beat the Carolina Hurricanes 4-2 in 
Game 3 Friday night at a raucous TD Garden. 

All of a sudden, talk of the Bruins’ Stanley Cup window being swept away 
by the Hurricanes has been put on hold and with a win on Sunday, the 
Boston Bruins can head back south to Raleigh with this Eastern 
Conference Quarterfinals series knotted at one game apiece. 

Boston Bruins winger Brad Marchand scored the game-winning goal 5:41 
into the second period and added two assists. Bruins game-breaker 
David Pastrnak padded the lead to 3-1 with a  powerplay goal 14:53 into 
the middle frame and also assisted on a Taylor Hall powerplay tally that 
made it 4-1 4:08 into the third period. Boston Bruins captain Patrice 
Bergeron was actually the first member of ‘The Perfection Line’ to step 
up with two goals in a 5-2 loss in Game 3 that put the Bruins in a 0-2 
deficit in the series with the Hurricanes. In Game 3, Bergeron assisted on 
Marchand’s game-winner for his third point in two games. He also 
reverted back to his usual self at the faceoff dot going 11-6 after a losing 
performance in Games 1 and 2. 

“We knew that was coming,” said Boston Bruins rookie goalie Jeremy 
Swayman when asked about the ripple effect of the instant success ‘The 
Perfection line’ had when reunited to start a game for the first time since 
December 16. 

“They’ve been bringing it all year and they’re going to show up at the big 
times. We know that they’re going to bring it every night and their 

attention to detail off-ice, on practice days, it’s unmatched. So, you now 
it’s going to break through and I think they’re just getting started.” 

What this trio of Boston Bruins stars who could all one day raise their 
numbers to the TD Garden rafters isn’t about to start doing is rest on their 
laurels from Game 3. 

#NHLBruins winger Brad Marchand all biz and not resting on his or the 
team’s laurels in Game 3. 

“This game’s over and we’re focused on the next one.” 

@BOSHockeyNow pic.twitter.com/SKkBB44EEO 

— MurphysLaw74 (@MurphysLaw74) May 7, 2022 

“We’ve been kind of playing catch up all series and it felt good to know 
we can come back and respond the way we have in the past, but it’s one 
game. Right now it’s day-to-day,” Marchand said following the win. 
“Yeah, it feels good to get that one but it’s on to the next.” 

The 33-year-old veteran winger has struggled for the better part of a 
month now. Marchand snapped an 11-game goalless slump on April 26 
but then failed to light the lamp in his previous three games. In Game 3, 
the Boston Bruins winger was a buzzsaw for 60 minutes and admitted 
that’s the best he’s felt in awhile. 

“I think the most, I felt engaged,” Marchand acknowledged. “It’s kind of 
been a little while since I felt that into a game and I think when the 
importance of the situation where you know you’re in, I think it hit us all. 
Guys just seemed like they were prepared when they got to the rink 
tonight.” 

Once again though, like the leaders he, Bergeron and Pastrnak are, 
Marchand wasn’t about to get carried away in the relief of beating this 
Carolina Hurricanes team for the first time in five tries and since the 
opening round of the 2020 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

“But, that’s the desperation that they’ve been playing with from Game 1 
and that’s what we need to play with every day moving forward,” 
Marchand pointed out. “So it’s a good lesson for us to continue to learn 
and again we need to keep playing like that. They’re gonna elevate; 
they’re a good team, it’s what they’ve done all year; they know how to 
respond and I don’t think that was their best effort when you look at the 
games they played in Carolina versus [Friday], we know they’re going to 
be better so we have to better too.” 

If ‘The Perfection Line’ is better than they were in Game 3, it’s a good bet 
the rest of the Boston Bruins will be too. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Big Guns Show Up in Game 3 Victory 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 4-2 win 
over the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 3 at TD Garden on Friday night. 
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GOLD STAR: Brad Marchand was pretty quiet in the first couple of 
games in the first round series against the Hurricanes, but that all 
changed in Game 2 when he exploded for a goal and three points in the 
Game 3 win. It was Marchand that scored midway through the second 
period to give the Boston Bruins their first lead of the entire season 
against the Hurricanes, and then he continued that with assists on each 
of the next two Bruins power play goals to clinch the victory. Marchand 
finished with a goal, three points, a plus-1 rating and six shot attempts in 
19:45 of ice time while admitting afterward that it was “the most engaged” 
he’s been in a game in a little while. Perhaps it was the desperate 
situation or maybe it even had to do with the Perfection Line being 
reformed, but it all worked on a night when one of Boston’s best players, 
Brad Marchand, showed up to help them win a playoff game. 

BLACK EYE: Tough night for Teuvo Teravainen, who managed just two 
shots on net and a minus-1 for the Hurricanes and hit a post in the third 
period with a whole lot of net to shoot at when the Hurricanes were still in 
striking distance of a comeback. The top offensive guys for the 
Hurricanes were largely kept off the board by a scrapping Boston Bruins 
defense and a penalty killing group that was eating pucks rather than 
letting up any seeing eye goals. Teravainen wasn’t alone as Sebastian 
Aho had a pretty quiet night as well, but give the credit for that to a 
Boston defense that played shutdown hockey against a great defensive 
team. 

TURNING POINT: Brad Marchand’s go-ahead goal in the second period 
felt like it was the big moment for the Boston Bruins when they finally got 
their first lead of the season against the Carolina Hurricanes. But 
Marchand credited the turning point as being Charlie Coyle’s 
shorthanded goal in the first period that tied up the game and allowed the 
Bruins to get out of the first period with a tied hockey game after they 
were outshot by an 11-8 margin in the opening 20 minutes. It was a big 
moment for both Coyle and Jake DeBrusk as the key players on the big 
goal after they had struggled in the first two games of the playoff series 
against the Hurricanes. 

First lead of the series for the Boston Bruins 
pic.twitter.com/yF065PmEAs 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) May 7, 2022 

HONORABLE MENTION: David Pastrnak was another big piece of the 
Game 3 win when the Boston Bruins game-breaker busted through for 
his first goal of the series, a power play snipe to the short side top corner 
that gave the Bruins some insurance offense. Then Pastrnak teamed 
with Taylor Hall for a give-and-go power play goal that extended the lead 
for the Black and Gold and really gave the Bruins some breathing room 
when the Hurricanes started coming back at them late in the third period. 
Pastrnak finished with the goal, two points, and a plus-1 rating in 17:38 of 
ice time along with five shots on net, 10 shot attempts and four hits in a 
noteworthy postseason effort from the big play right winger. The big 
development would seem to be Boston’s power play unit finally looking 
well against a Carolina penalty kill that’s been lights out all season, and 
Pastrnak had a lot to do with that. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 4 – the number of goals scored by the Boston 
Bruins in Friday night’s Game 3, which equaled the amount of goals that 
the Bruins had scored against the Hurricanes in their previous five 
meetings this season. This actually should have been Derek Forbort’s 
nine blocked shots in the win, so I’m going to hang my head in shame for 
not making that tonight’s “By the Numbers.” Gritty, gritty playoff 
performance from Forbort. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “Do anything to win. It was simple.” –Rookie Boston 
Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman on his mindset going into his first 
career playoff start before putting together a 25-save performance for the 
win. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Scary Accident With TD Garden Timekeeper During Game 3 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BOSTON – A scary scene played out in the second period at TD Garden 
as the off-ice official timekeeper, Joe Foley, appeared to be knocked out 
cold by the penalty boxes when a giant pane of glass fell on his head. 
Replays showed the frightening incident, but it was unclear whether it 
was caused by fans pounding the glass around the penalty boxes shortly 
after David Pastrnak scored a power play goal to give the Boston Bruins 
a 3-1 lead in the middle period. 

I hope he’s okay. 

That’s scary stuff. pic.twitter.com/YzlnlkyO8n 

— Raul Martinez (@RaulNBCBoston) May 7, 2022 

It was unclear what exactly had happened as medical officials rushed a 
stretcher over by the TD Garden penalty boxes midway through the 
second, but video replays showed exactly what happened before the off-
ice official was ultimately wheeled off the ice to stick taps and well-wishes 
from the Boston Bruins players. 

The Bruins check on the injured off-ice official as he’s stretchered off the 
ice. pic.twitter.com/vlCBTyrrdr 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 7, 2022 

More on this as it develops, but the Boston Bruins sent along their best 
wishes to the timekeeper as transported to Mass General Hospital for 
further treatment. 

Our thoughts are with the NHL off-ice official who was injured. We are 
sending him our best wishes. 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) May 7, 2022 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Game 3: Boston Bruins vs Carolina Hurricanes Lines, Betting Preview - 
Boston Hockey Now 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Stanley Cup 
playoff preview: 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, 107 pts) vs Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8-116 
pts) in Game 3 of their first round series with Carolina up 1-0 in the 
series. 

The Boston Bruins are back at TD Garden trying to dig out of a 0-2 series 
hole after losing the first two games of their Eastern Conference 
Quarterfinals series to the Caroline Hurricanes in Raleigh on Monday and 
Wednesday. 
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TIME: 7:00 PM ET 

TV: NESN, BSSO, SN360, TVAS2 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-Boston Bruins head coach is switching things up for Game 3 in an effort 
to spark his club and get back into this series. On Thursday, Cassidy 
announced that he would be switching to goalie Jeremy Swayman 
instead of Linus Ullmark who allowed eight goals on 57 shots in the first 
two games of the series. Ullmark exits the lineup at 0-2 with a 4.16 GAA 
and .860 save percentage. This will be Swayman’s first career start in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. The Boston Bruins rookie did however make one 
playoff appearance in relief of Tuukka Rask last season and took the 
loss. His playoff stats are 0-1 with a 3.23 GAA and .667 save percentage. 

-The Boston Bruins will also have a different look up front as the 
Perfection line of Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-David Pastrnak will 
be reunited. Veteran Chris Wagner will also draw in for Trent Frederic. 

-Patrice Bergeron (2) and Taylor Hall (1) have the only goals for the 
Boston Bruins through two games in this series. 

Carolina Hurricanes Notes 

-Hurricanes rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov will start for the Carolina 
Huricanes in Game 3. The 22-year-old relieved Antti Raanta 7:47 into 
Game 2 and stopped 30 of 32 shots. 

-The Hurricanes have been getting plenty of offense from the backend. 
Tony DeAngelo (3 A) and Jaccob Slavin (2 A) combined for five points in 
Game 2. DeAngelo actually leads the team with four points as he had an 
assist in Game 1 as well. 

-Nino Niederreiter has been a goal-scoring beast for the Canes and leads 
the team with three goals in two games. 

Betting Picks and Prediction: With the Perfection Line reunited, the 
common sense prop bets are on Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak to 
register some points so definitely check that out but be prepared as there 
won’t be much value. The read here is that the focus will be on them so 
that could free up the middle six forward core. …or even the fourth line. 
Enter The Mayor Of Walpole Chris Wagner to score at +1400! That 
means if you throw down $100 on Wagner to light the lamp, you win a 
whopping $1400! 

Prediction: Bruins 4 Hurricanes 2  

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron– David Pastrnak 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – Jake DeBrusk 

Tomáš Nosek  – Charlie Coyle – Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno – Curtis Lazar – Chris Wagner 

Defense: 

Mike Reilly – Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelcyk – Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort – Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Jeremy Swayman  

Linus Ullmark 

Carolina Hurricanes Lineup: 

Forwards: 

Andrei Svechnikov — Sebastian Aho — Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi — Vincent Trocheck — Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter — Derek Stepan — Jesper Fast 

Jordan Martinook — Jesperi Kotkaniemi — Martin Necas 

Defensemen: 

Jaccob Slavin — Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei — Brett Pesce 

Ian Cole — Ethan Bear 

Goalies: 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Antti Raanta 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Pastrnak: 'Perfect Time' For Boston Bruins Perfection Line Reunion 

 

By Joe Haggerty  

 

BRIGHTON, MA – The Boston Bruins are truly looking to change the 
currently bad mojo headed into Friday night’s Game 3 at TD Garden and 
that means lineup changes beyond changing goalies or replacing an 
injured defenseman. 

Chris Wagner will enter the Boston Bruins lineup for just the second time 
in the last week after spending the entire seasons in the AHL, and Trent 
Frederic will come out of the B’s forward top-12 after taking 14 penalty 
minutes in the first two games of the playoff series. Tomas Nosek will 
play up in Frederic’s left wing spot on the third line, but Bruce Cassidy 
made it clear the message is about Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith 
getting things into gear after a very slow start to the series. 

“Freddy has got himself into a bit of penalty trouble. I’m not sure it’s all 
warranted, but at the end of the day that’s where he’s at right now,” said 
Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy, who has had to scratch 
Frederic for the exact same thing at other points in the season. But it’s 
less about Freddy, and more about two guys that have been in the 
league, his center and right wing. They’ve been around. They need to 
drive the line no matter who is on their left side. Tonight, hopefully we get 
it.” 

In other lineup tweaks, the Perfection Line will start the game together as 
Cassidy will reunite David Pastrnak with Brad Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron after putting them back together for the first time in months 
midway through Wednesday night’s Game 2 loss in Carolina. Pastrnak 
has zero points in the first two games and Marchand has just a single 
assist, so it could be a move that potentially energizes both players 
against what’s been a stifling Hurricanes defense to this point in the 
series. 

“I think it’s the perfect time,” said Pastrnak, without a hint of a Perfection 
Line pun. “Playing with those guys, we’d been together for a while. So we 
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know what to expect from each other. I’m excited, you know, it’s been a 
while. It’s going to be fun tonight.” 

Clearly the Boston Bruins need some kind of spark overall after scoring 
just three goals in the first two playoff games against a stingy, quick 
Carolina defense that led the entire league in goals against and penalty 
kill during the regular season. 

Mike Reilly will skate with Charlie McAvoy in a top pairing after replacing 
the injured Hampus Lindholm in the lineup, and Jeremy Swayman will get 
his first career Stanley Cup playoff start in a big must-win for the Black 
and Gold in the best-of-seven series: 

Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak 

Hall-Haula-DeBrusk 

Nosek-Coyle-Smith 

Foligno-Lazar-Wagner 

Reilly-McAvoy 

Grzelcyk-Carlo 

Forbort-Clifton 

Swayman 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Boston Bruins 'Recognize' They Simply Need A Lead Vs. Canes 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

BRIGHTON, Mass – There are plenty of adjustments that the Boston 
Bruins will need to make for things to go better in their first round series 
than they’ve gone in the first couple of games. Certainly the B’s may 
need to up their social media game after this smack talk from the 
Carolina Hurricanes twitter account. 

Four sad dudes in Bruins sweaters 

PNC Arena penalty box or a Dunkin Donuts in Boston tomorrow? 
pic.twitter.com/YWStrtxltM 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 5, 2022 

Obviously, the discipline is going to need to tighten up after the B’s 
handed Carolina nine power plays in the Game 2 loss, and the Boston 
Bruins have lamented not getting the “timely save” from their goalies in 
the first two games started by Linus Ullmark. 

In particular, Cassidy talked about closing plays more quickly on 
opponents in the defensive zone and moving the puck more quickly up 
ice on the breakouts out of the defensive zone. 

But the Bruins have also been outscored by a 10-3 margin in the first two 
games of the series and haven’t had a single lead against the 
Hurricanes, so the onus is really on the Black and Gold to score early 
and play with a lead to take away a little of Carolina’s speedy aggression. 
Easier said than done as the Boston Bruins have actually had good starts 
in both of the first two games in the series, but just haven’t been able to 
cash in against the NHL’s best defense and best penalty kill during the 
regular season. 

“They’re going to keep playing the same way, but at the end of the day 
you’re just going to feel more comfortable [with a lead],” said Boston 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy, whose B’s team has not had a single 
second of lead time in five games against the Hurricanes this season 
while being outscored by a 26-4 margin. “Especially now where we’re at, 
we haven’t had [a lead] against them all season and we recognize that. 
We’re a good team with the lead just like they are. It just helps everybody 
feel a little better about themselves, a little lighter on their stick and the 
other team maybe presses a little bit more than they normally would. 
That can lead to mistakes as well. 

“And I think the first 10 minutes of both games, we’ve put ourselves in a 
position to [get a lead]. We’re prepared to play when the puck drops, but 
we just haven’t continued it through for 60 minutes and then they get 
back to their game. I like our starts, but we need to use them to our 
advantage and really build from it.” 

Once that happens, particularly on home ice for Games 3 and 4, the 
momentum will shift for the Boston Bruins, and they can play a little more 
assertively rather than looking like they’ve been on their heels as has 
been the case for much of the first two games in their series. But it 
comes down to finishing off some of the offensive plays that the Boston 
Bruins have worked for in the first couple of minutes to make a statement 
that they can actually compete with Carolina in this series. 

Trends that need to change for this happen: Zero points and a minus-3 
for David Pastrnak and just one assist and a minus-3 with just five shots 
on net for Brad Marchand in the first couple of games. Zero points, just 
three shots on net and a minus-3 for Jake DeBrusk, who hasn’t shown 
the big game postseason ability to this point that he flashed during the 
early portions of his NHL career. Patrice Bergeron (2 goals in Game 2) 
and Taylor Hall (a goal and Boston’s best forward in Game 1) and the 
fourth line are the only forwards that can look in the mirror and say 
they’ve truly lived up to their potential to this point in the best-of-seven 
series against the Carolina Hurricanes. It’s time for the rest of those 
players to step and help get the Boston Bruins a lead after they’ve come 
up empty early in the first two playoff losses to a Carolina team that’s 
poised to usher them out of the postseason if things don’t begin to 
change. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Bruins Daily: Sway Day For Game 3; Lindholm Out; Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

It will be Sway Day for the Boston Bruins in Game 3 as they try to get 
back into their series with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Are the Carolina Hurricanes bigger and badder than the Boston Bruins? 

That and all your Stanley Cup Playoffs news in the latest BHN Bruins 
Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins are switching to Jeremy Swayman in goal for Game 3 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Boston Bruins will be without defenseman Hampus Lindholm for 
Game 3. 
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Not only are the Carolina Hurricanes blowing the Boston Bruins away 
with their speed and depth, but they’ve been bigger and badder than the 
Bruins in this series. Will the likes of Nick Foligno and Trent Frederic 
answer the bell? 

Maybe if the Boston Bruins played with a lead for once, they would be 
able to finally beat the Carolina Hurricanes? 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: New York Islanders prospect Aatu Räty is adjusting to North 
American hockey and life with the Bridgeport Islanders in the AHL. 

Pitt: The Pittsburgh Penguins lost the special teams battle and as a 
result, lost Game 2 to the New York Rangers 5-2. 

Philly: Philadelphia Flyers defenseman Samuel Morin has been forced to 
retire thanks to injuries. 

Wash: The Washington Capitals were without forward Tom Wilson for 
Game 2 against the Florida Panthers and it showed. 

FLA: Could Claude Giroux to the Florida Panthers go down as the best 
trade of the 2021-22 season? 

Detroit: Detroit Red Wings prospect Riley Barber is headed to the World 
Championships for USA Hockey. 

Colorado: Was losing the 2017 NHL Draft Lottery the best thing to ever 
happen to the Colorado Avalanche? 

Vegas: Who won’t be back with the Vegas Golden Knights next season? 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: Haverhill, MA native Jordan Harris and Hopkinton, MA native 
Sean Farrell, both Montreal Canadiens prospects are headed to the IIHF 
World Championships in Finland. 

Calgary: Calgary Flames forward Matthew Tkachuk was being a bleep-
disturber as usual but the Dallas Stars din’t bite and beat the Flames 2-0 
in Game 2 to even their series. 

Vancouver: Could the Vancouver Canucks trade J.T. Miller to the New 
Jersey Devils for the Devils’ first round pick at the 2022 NHL Entry Draft? 

NHL 

Shane Wright was still No. 1 in the NHL’s Central Scouting Bureau final 
rankings for the 2022 NHL Entry draft Thursday. 

Is Edmonton Oilers captain Connor McDavid playing the best hockey of 
his career right now? 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Bruins’ DeBrusk-to-Coyle goal vs. Hurricanes could be a series saver: 
Buckley 

 

Steve Buckley  

 

As goals go, it was a great, big surprise. 

And on two levels. 

Surprise No. 1: When Charlie Coyle collected a pass from Jake DeBrusk 
on a two-on-one break and put a shot past Carolina Hurricanes 
goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov at the 17:16 mark of the first period Friday 
night at TD Garden, it came at a time when Bruins fans were, shall we 
say, demoralized. The Bruins, after all, were trailing 1-0, making this the 
9,324th straight game in which the Canes had scored first against 
Boston. 

Surprise No. 2: It was a short-handed goal. And be honest: Because the 
Bruins were short-handed, and because they were trailing 1-0 in the 
game, and because they were trailing 0-2 in this opening-round, Stanley 
Cup playoff series, nobody was forecasting a Bruins goal when Erik 
Haula was whistled off for tripping Carolina’s Tony DeAngelo. 

And yet Coyle-to-DeBrusk-to-red light did happen, and for the time being, 
it’s OK to step back and call it one of the most important goals of the 
season. If not the most important goal. Trailing no more, the Bruins 
bulldozed ahead on second-period goals by Brad Marchand and David 
Pastrnak and a third-period tally by Taylor Hall, ending the night with a 4-
2 victory over the Hurricanes. 

The special added attraction to the DeBrusk-to-Coyle play was that it was 
pretty. There was enough open ice for fans to see the play developing, 
which builds anticipation, and DeBrusk waited until precisely the right 
moment before sending a little flying saucer of a pass over to Coyle, who 
put the puck to the right of Kochetkov’s outstretched glove. 

The filthy feed and finish.  @JDebrusk | @CharlieCoyle_3 
pic.twitter.com/uoL5riwKry 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) May 6, 2022 

So, exactly how big was this goal? 

Let’s bring in special guest analyst Brad Marchand. He was asked after 
the game about the DeBrusk-Coyle effort being, ahem, series-changing, 
but Marchand has been around the NHL way too long to pronounce a 
first-period tying goal in Game 3 of a playoff series as changing anything 
other than the score of said game. But that doesn’t mean he didn’t 
recognize its huge importance. 

“We’re not going to look that far ahead,” he began, as a way of stepping 
away from the series-changing part of the question. 

But … 

“But Jake and CC, the play they made to get that first goal, that game 
could have gone one way or another when they got that first one early,” 
he said. He pointed out that the Hurricanes “seem to feed off of that 
confidence of getting that first goal. They always start well … but getting 
that short-handed, it just kind of calmed us down. And we regrouped after 
that. 

“That was a huge, huge play in the game. And it got us back in it. I think 
that was probably the turning point for our group.” 

"When JD and CC made that play shorthanded to get us back in the 
game, it just changed our whole demeanor." — @Bmarch63 on the 
turning point in Game 3 pic.twitter.com/xbPhGZEp7C 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) May 7, 2022 

It’s always dangerous to play alternate history when watching sporting 
events, but that’s what Marchand did here, and it’s OK. That game could 
have gone one way or another when they got that first one early. What 
he’s basically saying is that if the Hurricanes had scored on that power-
play opportunity, now it’s 2-0 and the Garden is a verrrrrry quiet place. 

Amazing: For all the problems the Bruins have had on the power play, for 
all the problems they’ve had scoring first-period goals in this series (as in 
none in games 1 and 2), everything turned around on a first-period short-
handed goal. 
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“That goal was awesome,” said Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman, 
who saw it all playing out in front of him. “That was a great goal by JD 
and Charlie. It’s hustle, it’s attention to detail, and knowing when to go 
when there’s an opportunity. 

“And obviously getting the crowd into it was a big part of it.” 

It was that big a goal. It changed a game. It lit up a building. And now, 
says Marchand, it needs to be pressed into the Bruins’ scrapbook and 
forgotten. 

“They’re going to elevate,” he warned, referring to the Hurricanes. 
“They’re a good team. It’s what they’ve done all year. They know how to 
respond. I don’t think that was their best effort. When you look at the 
games they’ve played in Carolina versus tonight, we know they’re going 
to be better. So we have to be better, too.” 

That’s all true, of course. As far as the series goes. 

But for what it meant in Game 3? What. A. Beauty. 
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Brad Marchand gives Bruins ‘a big lift’ as top players shine in Game 3 
win 

 

Fluto Shinzawa  

 

In the second period of Game 3, Brady Skjei turned back for a puck in 
the defensive zone. From the far side of the ice, Brad Marchand 
recognized that the Carolina defenseman was down to just one 
maneuver: rimming the puck around the boards. 

That is usually the case when Patrice Bergeron is on the forechecking 
case with David Pastrnak as support. 

“He just didn’t look like he had a whole lot of options,” Marchand said 
after the Bruins’ 4-2 win. “I think it was Bergy maybe, or Pasta maybe, 
that was in on the forecheck. I was already there. So I just kind of 
waited.” 

As Marchand anticipated, Skjei flung the puck around the wall. He picked 
off the clear.  

Then Marchand went to work. 

The left wing had not been visible in the first two losses. Marchand had 
one point, which came on the power play. His game was off, from his 
timing to his engagement to his puck play. 

None of that was the case in Friday’s second period.  

Once he settled the rim, Marchand used his body to protect the puck 
from Nino Niederreiter, who outweighs his opponent by 36 pounds. He 
knew Bergeron would head right to the top of the right circle for his 
signature half-slapper. Skjei blocked Bergeron’s spot. But Marchand 
jumped on the rebound, kept Skjei away from his stick and fired the puck 
past Pyotr Kochetkov. 

It was Marchand’s first goal of the playoffs. It gave the Bruins a 2-1 edge. 
It was the first time the Bruins had led the Hurricanes all year. It was the 
Bruins’ most important goal of the series. 

“When Marshy scored, that’s a big lift for us,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. 
“We got a lead. I think that was the second goal, right? We got a lead for 
now the first time against this team since what, 2020 or something? It’s 
been a while. Now all of a sudden, we get to play a little more 
comfortable game.” 

The Bruins are not designed to chase. At the same time, the Hurricanes, 
the NHL’s best defensive team in the regular season, thrive on protecting 
leads. Both of these things were true through the first two games. 

It was critical, then, for the Bruins to pull ahead in Game 3 in any way 
possible. They could breathe easier, stiffen their defensive formation and 
roll downhill for a change. 

That it unblocked their best player made it all the more important. 

Marchand, in all likelihood, is playing through an injury, if not several. He 
took a wicked wallop from behind from Garnet Hathaway on Jan. 20. 
Hathaway’s arrival was so violent that its aftermath could still be 
lingering. 

The left wing is also playing with the millstone of the NHL’s eyes on his 
every shift. That is his own fault for engaging with Tristan Jarry on Feb. 8. 
His wallet is missing $5,000 following his Game 2 stickwork with 
Kotchekov. 

Not until Friday did Marchand finally feel right for the first time in the 
playoffs. His one goal, two assists, three points stat line showed it. 

“It’s the most I felt engaged,” said Marchand. “It’s kind of been a little 
while since I felt that into a game. I think when the importance of the 
situation we’re in, it hit us all. Guys just seemed like they were prepared 
when they got to the rink tonight. But that’s the desperation that they’ve 
been playing with from Game 1. That’s what we need to play with every 
game moving forward.” 

Marchand and Bergeron were back with Pastrnak for the full game for the 
first time since 2021. Their chemistry did not take long to kick back in. It 
was especially noticeable on the power play.  

Marchand assisted on Pastrnak’s game-winning power-play goal later in 
the second. Marchand and Pastrnak recorded assists on Taylor Hall’s 
one-up strike in the third.  

“I’m not living in their heads,” Cassidy said of his stars. “But I know that 
the onus this time of the year is on your best players being your best 
players. We hear that sentiment. How many games tonight? Four 
games? Tonight, we’ll probably hear it from four coaches on the winning 
team. That’s what you need. Not every night, but typically. Tonight, they 
were.” 

For the first two games, the Hurricanes matched their No. 3 line of 
Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast against Marchand, Bergeron 
and Jake DeBrusk. The matchup went in Carolina’s favor. The 
Hurricanes were heavier, stouter and harder to play against than their 
counterparts. 

In Game 3, being at TD Garden for the first time, Cassidy had the 
advantage of last change. Whenever possible, he sent out his top line 
against Carolina’s top unit of Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and 
Seth Jarvis. It is not as thorough defensively as Staal’s trio. 

The matchup helped the Bruins’ first line. But it was probably just as 
much of an example of the top players elevating their play.  

Chemistry matters too. It showed on Pastrnak’s power-play goal. 
Marchand saw his right wing lift his stick at the left circle. He saucered 
the puck through a cross-ice seam for his linemate. Pastrnak took care of 
the rest. 

“We need to be a little better,” said Pastrnak before the game of being 
back with his old playmates. “So I think it’s the perfect time. We’ve been 
together for a while. We know what to expect from each other. I’m 
excited. It’s been a while. It’s going to be fun tonight.” 

Pastrnak was right. They had fun. 
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The 7 adjustments the reeling Bruins will make ahead of Game 3 

 

Fluto Shinzawa  

 

Nothing has gone right for the Bruins against the Hurricanes through two 
games. They have never held a lead. They’ve been outscored 10-3. They 
have just two five-on-five goals. 

As such, changes are due for Game 3. 

1. Jeremy Swayman starts in goal. Linus Ullmark did not have much of a 
chance in the first two games. Two of Carolina’s five goals in Game 2 
were on the power play.  

That said, Ullmark didn’t take any goals off the scoreboard either. Also, 
Ullmark and Swayman each made 41 regular-season appearances. It is 
Swayman’s time to make his first playoff start. 

“Linus has been fine,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “As I said after Game 
1, I think we’ve got to do a better job at the other end. But if it ends up 
being one of those 2-1 games, we may need a performance where we 
get that timely save and give the guys some life. That’s where we’re at 
right now. They’re scoring goals. They’re not giving very many up. 
There’s a little bit to do at both ends. I’m not saying, ‘Well, Ullmark’s the 
reason.’ He’s not. But Swayman’s going to be in there. He’ll get his 
opportunity.” 

2. David Pastrnak goes back to the No. 1 line. Pastrnak had helped to 
express the most from Taylor Hall’s regular-season game by being the 
No. 2 right wing. But the second line has not played well defensively 
while scoring just one five-on-five goal. Pastrnak, Brad Marchand and 
Patrice Bergeron were together for the five previous postseasons. It 
should not take them long to regain their chemistry. 

“We need to be a little better,” said Pastrnak. “So I think it’s the perfect 
time. We’ve been together for a while. We know what to expect from 
each other. I’m excited. It’s been a while. It’s going to be fun tonight.” 

3. Mike Reilly replaces Hampus Lindholm on the No. 1 pairing. Reilly is 
not as good defensively as Lindholm, who is unavailable after being 
blasted by Andrei Svechnikov. But when he’s playing confidently, Reilly 
can retrieve pucks swiftly, process his surroundings and snap passes the 
other way before forecheckers arrive. 

This will be a critical skill against Carolina’s no-holds-barred approach. 
Rapid exits could get the Hurricanes chasing and create openings in their 
coverage. 

“As soon as the puck moves over from one guy to the next guy, it seems 
like (the Hurricanes) are right on top of that other guy,” Reilly said. 
“That’s something they pride themselves on. When you’re going back for 
pucks, you kind of keep the chains moving a little bit and create foot 
races a little bit. Hopefully, that can develop into odd-man rushes, get 
playing north and get playing fast. That’s an emphasis for sure going into 
tonight when a team wants to stay so on top of you the whole game, 
forwards and D.” 

4. Trent Frederic is out. Frederic didn’t score in the first two games. He 
had just one shot. In Game 2, the No. 3 left wing dumped Teuvo 
Teravainen from behind and was called for interference in the second 
period. 

“Freddy’s got himself into a bit of penalty trouble,” Cassidy said. “I’m not 
sure it’s not all warranted. But at the end of the day, that’s where he’s at 
right now. We’ve talked to him about how he could impact the game. 
We’ve got to get that message across.” 

Tomas Nosek will move from the No. 4 center position to Frederic’s spot. 
Nosek has not scored a goal since Jan. 2. That is not a promising 
statistic when Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith are also struggling to 
produce. Neither Coyle nor Smith has gotten on the scoreboard this 
series. 

“It’s less about Freddy,” said Cassidy. “It’s more about two guys that 
have been in the league, his center and right winger. They’ve been 
around. They need to drive the line no matter who’s on their left side. We 
need a little more from them. Hopefully tonight we get it.” 

5. Chris Wagner is in. The veteran right wing will be on the fourth line 
next to Nick Foligno and Curtis Lazar. Wagner was in the minors for all 
but the final regular-season game. He opened his bosses’ eyes with an 
11-hit performance against the Maple Leafs.  

Wagner played in the two previous postseason meetings against 
Carolina. He broke his right wrist in the 2019 Eastern Conference Final 
while blocking a Justin Faulk shot. 

“I liked Wags’ game up in Toronto,” said Cassidy. “We’ve seen him in the 
playoffs, the grit he can bring. Being first on the forecheck, his physicality 
is really what’s made a name for him in this league. If he can get there on 
time tonight on some of those, we could certainly use it.” 

6. With last change, Cassidy will get his top line away from the 
Hurricanes’ third line of Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast. 
That was Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour’s preferred matchup, along 
with Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce, at PNC Arena.  

“Staal is a shutdown guy,” said Cassidy. “We’ve talked about their 
offense. I know they like him against Bergeron. So we will be allowed to 
get away from that for the most part.” 

7. On the power play, the Bruins will emphasize sending the puck into the 
offensive zone instead of carrying it over the blue line. The Bruins 
practiced this ahead of Game 2. They tried a set piece on their second 
power play when Hall sent a long-range bank pass for Pastrnak. 

But Hall did not place the puck well. Antti Raanta retrieved the puck and 
got rid of it before being hit by Pastrnak. 

“They’re really tight in the neutral zone,” Pastrnak said of Carolina’s 
penalty kill. “What we need to do is just put it in, especially early on and 
set up our forecheck. I think we’re a great forechecking team. We have to 
use it more and get it deep.” 
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Duhatschek notebook: How to become an NHL head coach, coaching 
musical chairs and more 

 

Eric Duhatschek13-16 minutes 06/05/2022 

 

Since the NHL regular season came to a close last weekend, three head 
coaching vacancies have opened up already, with possibly one or two 
more to come. 

NHL teams are rarely as cutthroat as their NFL counterparts where on 
Black Monday, non-playoff teams cut a swath through coaching staffs. In 
the NHL, only one coach was let go quickly – Jeff Blashill, in Detroit and 
that was largely expected. 

Blashill’s contract had run out and after seven years, general manager 
Steve Yzerman determined it was time for the players to hear a different 
voice. 

The other two openings, in Winnipeg and Philadelphia, were just as 
predictable. In each case, an in-season replacement – Dave Lowry in 
Winnipeg and Mike Yeo in Philadelphia – was elevated from assistant to 
head coach in the hopes that they would oversee a season-saving about-
face. 
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It didn’t happen for either team. So, the search for the next coach is 
underway in both markets and will be tied completely to the personnel 
they have and the expectations going forward. Neither Winnipeg nor 
Philadelphia believes their downward spirals cannot be reversed quickly, 
with a few roster tweaks and a different leader behind the bench. In that 
respect, those jobs will probably feature more immediate pressure than in 
Detroit where Yzerman, when asked about the progress of the rebuild, 
pithily noted: “This is the end of Year 3. Next year is the start of Year 4.” 

In terms of his willingness to share information about his team and his 
plans, Yzerman is the new Lou Lamoriello – playing his cards extremely 
close to the vest. As our Max Bultman noted in his postseason story, 
Yzerman acknowledged as much: That he was doing his best to talk a lot 
and say very little. 

But in saying very little, Yzerman also gave a glimpse into his thought 
process as he ponders his most critical offseason move. Does he go with 
a known commodity behind the bench, someone that’s fallen into his 
sphere of influence over the years? Or look beyond that. The value of 
doing it the first way, which is also the more traditional path, is that 
Yzerman would know the successful candidate on a deeper level and 
they would start out on the same page. That carries less risk and NHL 
GMs tend to be a risk-averse group. 

But as Yzerman was musing aloud about the process, he conceded he 
might need to push himself to look beyond his circle and consider 
candidates from other corners of the hockey world – a difficult concept to 
wrap his head around. 

That shows some self-awareness and also got me thinking about the 
other key difference between the NHL’s hiring process and that of the 
NFL. Frequently, in the NFL, the next head coach of a non-playoff team 
comes from the senior staff of a playoff team — the offensive or 
defensive coordinators of successful programs will be in line for a head 
coaching position. 

Procedurally, a lot of NHL teams don’t even allow their 
associate/assistant coaches to speak to reporters because they want 
consistent messaging and one sure way to get consistent messaging is 
to have one person deliver the message. Once in a while, there’s an 
exception, and that was especially true this year. Because of COVID-19 
absences, you’d occasionally see an assistant coach step before the 
microphone. In Los Angeles, for example, Todd McLellan missed six 
games so assistant Trent Yawney was suddenly doing pre- and post-
game availabilities. All you really ever got was a brief glimpse, but if you 
listened to Yawney in that cameo, you probably came away thinking, 
“there’s a thoughtful and intelligent guy.” 

The Kings also have Marco Sturm on the staff, who oversaw Germany’s 
surprising silver medal win at the 2018 Olympics. Sturm is working as 
NHL assistant in the hopes of eventually landing an NHL head coaching 
position at some point down the road. If the NHL were more like the NFL, 
then those two names would be circulated on all the lists of candidates 
for the current vacancies. 

It’s similar in Calgary, where the Flames were another team projected to 
be on the outside of the playoff picture looking in. Instead, they won the 
Pacific Division. 

Darryl Sutter will likely win the Jack Adams Award ahead of McLellan. 
Sutter’s approach requires a good support staff and this year that’s 
included associate Kirk Muller, a former NHL head coach, plus Ryan 
Huska and Cail McLean. At some point, Muller — like Yawney — 
probably deserves another crack at being a head coach. 

A name that’s constantly being bandied about in NHL circles is Lane 
Lambert’s, who is currently with Barry Trotz and the Islanders. Lambert 
and Yzerman have a history that dates back to their playing days, so he 
would certainly fit the bill of someone that Yzerman’s familiar with. 

The problem with casting his net further afield, as Yzerman nicely 
articulated, is how does he — as a prospective employer — genuinely 

evaluate the contributions of an assistant coach when teams deliberately 
go out of their way to make them so anonymous. It’s very difficult. 

But Yzerman acknowledged that he’s at least thinking along those terms, 
by noting that his search might also include assistant coaches currently 
involved in the NHL playoffs. 

It may also be the thinking that’s behind the Canucks’ decision to wait it 
out on Bruce Boudreau, rather than signing him to an extension right 
away. That created a bit of furor this week given how well the Canucks 
did under Boudreau — 32-15-10 as an in-season replacement for Travis 
Green. 

The Canucks were really the opposite of Philadelphia and Winnipeg — a 
team that showed demonstrable improvement after the coaching change. 
But Canucks president of hockey operations Jim Rutherford noted in his 
postseason comments that when Boudreau was hired, it was to complete 
the season with the understanding that each side could re-evaluate its 
position once the season ended and walk away from the deal at season’s 
end. 

Effectively, it left the decision in Boudreau’s hands and reminded me a 
little of a similar scenario that unfolded when Brian Burke first went into 
Anaheim to run the Ducks. Burke offered Mike Babcock a one-year 
extension on the grounds that he wanted to familiarize himself with 
Babcock’s method and approach. Babcock, instead, walked away from 
the team to sign a multi-year contract with Detroit. Ultimately, Babcock 
was behind the bench for the Red Wings’ 2008 Stanley Cup 
championship. That, in turn, opened the door for a record eight-year, $50 
million contract from Toronto in May 2015 that created salary escalation 
for every other coach in the league. 

Usually, an assistant or associate coach’s best chance of moving up into 
the top job is to do so internally. Buffalo gave Don Granato a chance 
after firing Ralph Krueger, and his interim position was eventually 
extended in a full-time role. In Columbus, same thing with Brad Larsen 
after John Tortorella moved on. Rick Bowness stepped in for Jim 
Montgomery. Craig Berube stepped in for Yeo and won the 2019 Stanley 
Cup. Dean Evason replaced Boudreau in February 2020 with the Wild. 

If it isn’t the assistant coach on a staff stepping up, teams and 
organizations alternately turn to the head coach of their minor-league 
team when they need a replacement. It’s how Mike Sullivan landed 
behind the Penguins’ bench. That was Rutherford too — hiring Sullivan 
originally from outside the organization to coach Wilkes-Barre and then 
having Sullivan work out the full term of his original contract before 
extending him. 

Coaching musical chairs 

Limiting ourselves just to the three positions that are currently open, 
where is the best opportunity for long-term success? Ideally, a new 
coach wants to go into a situation the way Jon Cooper did with the 
Lightning in 2012-13, with a team on the rise. Cooper was promoted to 
the top job for the final 15 games of that season by Yzerman, then the 
Lightning GM. Cooper had a modest 4-8-3 record in that first cameo but 
he was familiar with the prospects coming through the system because 
he coached many of them in the AHL for two years. In Cooper’s first full 
season, the Lightning won 46 games; in his second, they won 50. 

There are some similarities between the Jets and Flyers. Both teams saw 
themselves as, at minimum, playoff contenders this year. Both 
collectively fell flat — which always raises the question about the player 
mix and if a team is properly constructed. But those questions were also 
raised about the Canucks under Green and without any major personnel 
changes, the same Vancouver players that struggled under one coaching 
voice thrived under the new one. 

Presumably, the two GMs in charge of the process — Kevin 
Cheveldayoff in Winnipeg and Chuck Fletcher in Philadelphia — believe 
that if they can get this hire correct then maybe they don’t need to 
surgically alter their rosters too much. 
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So, going back to the original premise, do they then hire someone from 
within their own circle or go further afield? 

In Winnipeg, for that ownership/management group, the known 
commodities would be Randy Carlyle, Scott Arniel and/or Pascal Vincent, 
who’d spent 10 years in the Jets’ organization before leaving to become 
the associate coach in Columbus on Larsen’s staff. 

Carlyle’s name is intriguing because he demonstrates some of the old-
school qualities that seem to be coming back in vogue again after the 
success Sutter has had in Calgary. Can someone who stresses 
accountability and believes in hard matchups thrive in today’s game? 
Maybe. It seems likely the successful candidate could be one of those 
three. 

In Philadelphia’s case, Fletcher has a shared history with Boudreau, 
dating back to their Minnesota days. Given that Boudreau has until June 
1 to make up his mind about whether to stay on in Vancouver, that’s a 
possible fit that could be explored. Of course, if Boudreau moves on, 
does that then make Paul Maurice the favorite to land in Vancouver, if 
the game of musical coaching chairs is set in motion? 

Or does he fit in with what Yzerman is looking for in Detroit? Way back, 
Maurice coached the Detroit Jr. Red Wings (1993-94 and 1994-95) and 
got them to the 1995 Memorial Cup final. He played his junior hockey in 
nearby Windsor with the Spitfires. He was behind the Carolina bench in 
2002 when the Yzerman-captained Red Wings defeated the Hurricanes 
in the Stanley Cup Final. At the age of 55, Maurice is seventh on the all-
time NHL coaching wins list (775). 

Outside-the-box thinking isn’t always associated with NHL best practices. 
Maybe it should be. 

This and that 

• We’re only four days into the NHL playoffs but it’s bizarre how many of 
the storylines revolve around goaltenders. Nashville, Pittsburgh and 
Carolina have already deployed their respective No. 3s — Connor 
Ingram, Louis Domingue and Pyotr Kochetkov — and the last two each 
have a win already in relief of the respective starters. 

For the Hurricanes, Kochetkov and before him Antti Raanta, both 
recorded their first-ever NHL playoff wins. Only the 1978 Red Wings 
have ever previously had two different goaltenders each record their first 
career playoff win in the first two games of a postseason: Ron Low and 
Jim Rutherford. The last time the Stanley Cup playoffs saw two 
goaltenders earn relief wins within a two-day span was back on April 25, 
2015, when Karri Rammo with Calgary and Corey Crawford with Chicago 
turned the trick. 

• Minnesota’s Marc-Andre Fleury won his 91st career playoff game, 
moving to within one victory of Grant Fuhr for third on the NHL’s all-time 
wins list. In Dallas, Jake Oettinger will carry a shutout streak of 114 
minutes and 59 seconds into Game 3 against Calgary. The Stars’ record 
is held by Marty Turco, at 167:05, back in the 2007 postseason. At a time 
when NHL scoring is on the rise, the Flames-Stars’ series looks very 
much like a throwback — a 1-0 Calgary victory, followed by a 2-0 Dallas 
victory, which included an empty-netter. Very Darryl Sutter-ish. 

• You forget sometimes how precocious some NHL stars are. So, while 
Ingram is a 25-year-old rookie, playing for the Predators in place of David 
Rittich, the player who ruined Ingram’s impressive game was the 23-
year-old Norris Trophy candidate Cale Makar. Makar has already tied the 
Colorado franchise record for game-winning goals by a defenceman with 
four (matching Sandis Ozolinsh) and with two goals already this 
postseason, is up to 30 now, if you include his regular-season totals. The 
last defenseman to score a combined 30 goals, regular-season and 
playoff, was Brent Burns in 2015-16. 

• Not a great week for ex-Ducks who were dispatched at the trade 
deadline. Boston’s key add, Hampus Lindholm, was injured on a hit by 
Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov and isn’t available for Game 3. Meanwhile, 
the Penguins’ Rickard Rakell, who was fitting in nicely in Pittsburgh’s top 
six, is also out, after a violent collision with the Rangers’ Ryan Lindgren. 

• Despite the many lopsided scores in the opening week, six of the eight 
first-round series were squared at 1-1. Only Boston and Nashville are in 
2-0 deficits. Teams with a 2-0 lead (Carolina and Colorado) have an 86 
percent chance of advancing to the next round. Last year, teams with a 
2-0 series lead went 7-1 overall and 4-0 in Round 1. Fall behind 3-0, and 
it’s worse: 196-4 all-time. 
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LeBrun: We spoke to NHL GMs about the uptick in penalties during this 
year’s Stanley Cup playoffs 

 

Pierre LeBrun11-13 minutes 06/05/2022 

 

You get a power play, and you get a power play, and you get a power 
play! 

If there is a central theme to the opening week of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, it’s that there have been more penalties called than we’re used 
to at this time of year. 

Clubs were notified before the postseason that the intention was to 
maintain the regular season’s officiating standard into the playoffs, to 
which they would have been forgiven had they responded by rolling their 
eyes. 

Referees, however, have been calling tight games, for the most part. 

Via TSN stats guru Kevin Gibson on Friday morning, here are the 
number of power-play opportunities handed out through the opening 
week of the playoffs to this point compared to last year. 

Year Power-play opportunities Games played 

2022 

133 

16 

2021 

99 

17 

Veteran Flames coach Darryl Sutter noted after the very first night of the 
playoffs, before this own team had even played yet, how many penalties 
had called Monday night in the first day of playoff action. Others have 
noticed, too. 

“There’s been more penalties than I expected in the beginning of the 
playoffs, but we all know special teams are huge come playoff time,’’ 
Oilers penalty killer Derek Ryan said after Game 2 on Wednesday night. 
“You only get so so many power plays. We want our power play to be 
lethal. If they’re not scoring, they’re creating momentum for us right now, 
which is good. The penalty kill’s been doing the same. It’s creating 
momentum by killing it off.’’ 

Special teams have been a major storyline of the Kings-Oilers series so 
far, Edmonton is 4-for-8 on the power play, and have even added a 
short-handed goal. Meanwhile, Los Angeles, which was 27th with the 
man advantage during the regular season, has been blanked on eight 
power-play opportunities so far. The Kings hoped to stay out of the 
penalty box and play most of these games at 5-on-5 where they match 
up better with the Oilers. 

If the officiating standard continues to be upheld, one would assume that 
would be an edge for the higher skilled teams with lethal power plays. 
The top 10 power plays in the regular season, in order, were the Maple 
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Leafs, Blues, Oilers, Rangers, Panthers/Predators (tied), Avalanche, 
Lightning, Canucks and Flames. Conversely, there are only two bottom-
10 power-play teams in the playoffs: Washington (23rd) and Los Angeles 
(27th). 

So far, as of Friday morning, the Oilers lead the league with four power-
play goals followed by the Rangers and Blues at three apiece through 
two games for each team. 

With all that said, a handful of nights doesn’t make an entire postseason. 
I suspect we’ll see fewer penalty calls in deciding games or when we get 
deeper in the playoffs. But in the here and now, it’s something teams 
must adjust to. 

If you remember after the playoffs last season, there was a sense, which 
was justified, that the NHL had to crack down on cross-checking. That is 
exactly what the league did this season. In fact, according to the league, 
there have been 15 more cross-checking penalties through the first four 
nights than there were last year. 

“I guess the numbers are up but I would say two things: first, remember 
we have a new standard on cross-checking and we are a lot stricter 
there,” one league official said Thursday. “Second, lot of penalties after 
the whistles so far. If you were to extrapolate those two things out of the 
numbers, I would venture to guess we are about normal.’’ 

That same official, by the way, circled back Thursday night during the 
Penguins-Rangers game and noted three cross-checking penalties in 
that game. 

On another note, there have also been a number of lopsided games so 
far in the playoffs, which normally leads to some frustration penalties, 
too. As one front-office executive pointed out to me Friday morning, he’s 
seen more penalties for stuff after the whistle. Which again, is a good 
thing. 

There’s normally a little more piss and vinegar in the first round between 
teams, they come out roaring out of the gates with a higher level of 
physicality. It tends to level off a bit as the playoffs go on and the grind of 
the post-season takes hold on players. 

I take you back to the GMs meeting in late March in Palm Beach, Florida. 
The league via director of officiating Stephen Walkom had its usual 
officiating update with GMs. After the meeting, here’s what two veteran 
GMs said which has stayed with me: 

“We’re looking for consistency,’’ Predators GM David Poile said on March 
28 after Day 1 of the GM meetings. “We want the officials to be at the top 
of their game. We want to know what penalties are. 

“We use these forums in these meetings so that if there’s inconsistency 
we can ask Stephen about it…but if you’re thinking there’s going to be 
any big change, I don’t think anybody is asking for that.’’ 

“Yes, we want consistency,” Penguins GM Ron Hextall said that day. “I 
think the players want consistency. Certainly the coaches and us as 
managers, too. We want the same standard every game. I know it’s hard. 
But there’s inconsistencies and sometimes it’s hard to know what’s a 
penalty and what’s not a penalty. 

“In saying that, I know how hard a job it is. But that’s certainly what we 
strive for is consistency.’’ 

Again, it’s only opening week, but I think we’ve seen some level of 
consistency so far. We all hammer officiating all the time in this league. 
So, let’s point it out when they had a decent week. Will we feel the same 
way in a month? We can revisit it then. 

Some other playoff thoughts 

We’ve already had a triple-overtime game in the opening week as 
Pittsburgh outlasted the Rangers Tuesday night. It reminded me of a 
conversation I recently had with a team executive pondering the future of 
NHL playoff overtime and wondering if the NHL’s new U.S. TV partners 
would eventually put pressure on the league to reconsider how overtime 

is played out. Long playoff overtime games are not good for TV 
programming. U.S. TV networks also don’t really sell overtime periods for 
advertising, which is why you see fewer commercials. The bottom line is 
this: the U.S. networks want games to end (although it should be noted 
ratings spiked in triple overtime the other night on ESPN). 

Which has some people wondering if three on three overtime is ever 
going to be pondered in the future for the playoffs. Do you go five-on-five 
in the first overtime, four-on-four in the second overtime and three-on-
three in triple overtime? Or *gulp*, five-on-five then straight to three-on-
three for the second overtime? 

I don’t want any of it to change. From a purist perspective, traditional five-
on-five overtime is such a part of NHL history and we’ve all got our 
favourite moments. Pat LaFontaine’s quadruple OT goal on Easter in 
April 1987 is one of my favourites. 

Personally, I love it the way it is. But I get the TV side of it. I guess I’m 
relaying this to at least plant the seed that if the day ever comes over the 
next several years, don’t say you weren’t warned. 

The NHL Draft Lottery 

The draft lottery goes Tuesday (6:30 p.m. ET, ESPN and Sportsnet). The 
original plan was to have it on May 16 in-between rounds which in one 
sense makes more sense because it would get more attention away from 
all the first-round playoff games. 

I’m told, however, when the league shared this with general managers in 
late March, GMs expressed that they’d be at the IIHF men’s world 
championship in Finland around that time and that it didn’t make sense to 
have some of those draft lottery GMs up at 1 a.m. or so joining remotely 
via Finland. So, the decision was made to push it up to May 10 before 
GMs travelled to Finland. 

I suspect next season we’ll see the draft lottery in between the first and 
second round, or in the second round. 

Thoughts from Edmonton 

I really enjoyed my time in Edmonton opening week. That fan base is 
dialled in. Almost every person I saw walking around town was wearing 
their Oilers sweater going to work. The fans are ready to explode if their 
team can finally get on a playoff run. Wednesday’s 6-0 win was a good 
start. 

It was rather noticeable how the Oilers upgraded their physicality in 
Game 2 on Wednesday night, led by their superstars Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl who threw their weight around which in turn seemed 
to embolden the rest of the roster to follow their lead. Zack Kassian and 
Josh Archibald certainly led that way with some big hits, not surprisingly, 
but it was throughout the lineup. One thing Oilers head coach Jay 
Woodcroft said post-game stuck with me, that aside from the fact it’s the 
kind of series-long investment every playoff team hopes to build up on 
the opposition, the physicality from the Oilers also stemmed from being 
forced into it somewhat by having to play through the Kings’ defending. 

The Kings at five-on-five play a 1-3-1 when defending teams breaking out 
of their zone, and it was rather effective in their Game 1 win over 
Edmonton. But the Oilers clearly adjusted in Game 2 and put pucks in 
places where they had a decent chance for retrievals which necessitated 
winning puck battles along the way. It also meant that the Kings’ young 
blue line core got pounded all night long. They really got battered by 
Oilers forecheckers. It’s the kind of thing that later in the series can have 
an effect. 

I was chatting with a rival front office executive Thursday and he was 
commenting on how focused a team has to be to play through that Kings’ 
1-3-1 defending. “If you’re not ready for it or you’re arrogant about how 
you’re going to play through it, the Kings will kill you with it,’’ he observed. 
“You really need a game plan and need to executive it. It’s obviously 
doable, but the Kings have caught a lot of teams napping on it this year.’’ 
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As I said, the Oilers were absolutely ready for it in Game 2. Let’s see how 
the Kings adjust now Friday night. The cat and mouse game between old 
pals Woodcroft and Todd McLellan has been fun to watch already. 

Everyone involved will of course deny it, but believe me when I say you 
could feel the relief in the Edmonton market with that Oilers win 
Wednesday night, both within the organization and throughout its rabid 
fan base. It put an end to a seven-game playoff losing streak. These 
players are human. It was weighing somewhere in their brains no matter 
what anyone says. A 2-0 series deficit after getting swept by Winnipeg 
last year would have been a total gong show to deal with heading into 
Game 3 in Los Angeles. 

It’s just one win for Edmonton, the Kings got their road split after all, but 
the burden lifted off the Oilers, especially after such a convincing victory, 
I believe will give this team wind in their sails now. It’s the kind of win that 
really helps in terms of parking what happened in 2020 and ’21, losing to 
Chicago and Winnipeg, and now just operating in the here and now. I 
really believe now the Oilers can confidently focus on being the team 
that’s been so consistent since Woodcroft took over Feb. 10. 
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NHL business notebook: How much more accessible will NHL games be 
with Bally Sports+? 

 

Sean Shapiro6-7 minutes 06/05/2022 

 

For fans — and teams for that matter — that have struggled with the 
fallout of Bally Sports’ regional networks and their carriage issues, some 
good news came this week. 

The downside? It’s going to come at an additional cost for the consumer. 

The Bally Sports RSNs, which are owned and operated by the Diamond 
Sports Group and a subsidiary of the Sinclair Broadcast Group, own the 
regional broadcast rights for a dozen American NHL teams, including the 
Detroit Red Wings and Florida Panthers, who recently re-upped with 
Sinclair this season. 

Because of carriage disputes, it’s not easy to find these channels if you 
don’t have DirecTV or Spectrum. Streaming services like YouTube TV 
and Sling used to carry the Bally RSNs, but have since dropped them, 
and Dish Network hasn’t carried the RSNs since 2019. When it comes to 
streaming games on a Bally RSN, the only option at this point is DirecTV 
Stream. 

Out of both design and necessity, Diamond Sports Group has been 
angling to create its own direct-to-consumer solution, which it announced 
will be called Bally Sports+ on its quarterly call. The service is expected 
to have a soft launch this quarter and will come with an annual fee of 
$189.00 or $19.99 per month. 

There are a couple of key clarifiers for hockey fans hoping to use this in 
the future. 

Bally Sports+ will only be an in-market streaming service. If you live in St. 
Louis, for example, you will be able to use it to stream St. Louis Blues 
games (and Cardinals games for that matter), but it will not be a solution 
to stream out-of-market games that are also on Bally-branded networks. 

Games that are on Bally Sports+ will be blacked out ESPN+ in the 
market, just like they are now because of traditional RSN programming. 
Games that are on national TV or national exclusive streaming, like the 
ESPN+/Hulu ones, will not be available on Bally Sports+. 

If you only have a television subscription for hockey in a Bally market, we 
are close to a world where you can truly cut the cord to watch every 

game. Between Bally Sports+ and ESPN+, with a cost of around $28 per 
month combined, you’ll be able to watch nearly all of a team’s regular 
season games. 

Unfortunately, there still isn’t a way to directly stream TNT or ESPN 
games without a television login. So, for the Blues fan we used as an 
example before, the combo of Bally Sports+ and ESPN+ would get them 
the majority of the regular season and the first round of the playoffs, but 
they would still have to buy a television subscription to watch the second 
round of the playoffs. 

If the Blues were to hypothetically reach the conference finals and the 
Western Conference finals are on ESPN, which is still to be determined, 
the games would be simulcast on ESPN+. However, if TNT ends up with 
the Western Conference finals, there would be no streaming option 
without a TV subscription. 

So, even with the addition of another streaming service, finding a spot to 
watch every game, legally, under one umbrella still remains incredibly 
difficult and virtually impossible in some places. 

Neutral site games? 

In the NBA, the San Antonio Spurs got approval this week to pursue and 
host neutral site games outside of their market in both Mexico and in 
Austin. 

The games in Mexico are similar to the NHL approach of playing games 
internationally, which the league will do next season in Finland and 
Czechia. Many of the NHL outdoor games are also neutral site tilts, like 
the games in Lake Tahoe and the Toronto Maple Leafs vs. Buffalo 
Sabres in Hamilton back in March. 

But what about neutral site NHL games in the United States or Canada 
and indoors? 

It’s not a foreign concept. Between 1992 and 1994 the NHL played 50 
neutral site regular games, some of those markets were used as test 
markets for future NHL relocation or expansion — like Dallas and 
Phoenix — while others effectively served as another home game for a 
more traditional market — the Florida Panthers “hosted” the Maple Leafs 
in Hamilton. 

The league also toyed around with neutral site games as it looked for 
solutions to completing seasons in 2020 and 2021 because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic before deciding to bubble up in 2020 and stuck with 
home arenas for the 2021 playoffs. 

I reached out to multiple NHL executives to get their thought on the 
concept this week, and many effectively shot down the idea as a regular 
season possibility. 

One team executive pointed to the fact that because of the growth of the 
league, there isn’t a need to test new markets for expansion. In fact, they 
went as far to say they’d expect to see an NHL team based in Europe 
before they saw the 33rd team based in North America. Another common 
point of contention came down to the logistics, and whether it would be 
financially worthwhile for a team to host a game somewhere else and 
keep their season ticket holders happy. 

Essentially it would have to be a league initiative run like outdoor games 
or international games for teams to jump on board. NHL teams that serve 
as the home team at those events have a home date bought by the 
league, so financial gain or risk is taken on by the league and not the 
individual franchises. 

Playing neutral site preseason games, however, is something that teams 
have and will continue to do. In fact, it’s something that certain teams are 
more than willing to embrace if they can find a host that’s willing to take 
on some of the costs, which is what happens each year when an NHL 
preseason game is hosted in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

It hasn’t been announced yet, but the Chicago Blackhawks are expected 
to play some preseason home games in neutral venues this fall. It’s a 
move that lines up well with the fact Chicago recently told season ticket 
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holders they would no longer be required to buy preseason games as 
part of their season ticket package. 

Editor’s Note: Earlier, the story incorrectly stated that Chicago would play 
most if not all of their preseason games at neutral site venues. According 
to the Blackhawks, there will be games at the United Center. 
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NHL power rankings: The playoff teams so far, 1-16 — plus, the final 
spots for the rest 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille23-29 minutes 06/05/2022 

 

The dream team is back. 

Just in time for the playoffs, the Power Rankings Boys are reunited to 
deliver the elite combination of takes and vibes that you all love, hate and 
love to hate weekly. 

Dom has returned from a long nature walk, content with the job done by 
Hailey Salvian and Shayna Goldman in his absence and ready to make 
several fanbases mad. 

Sean… well… he’s always here. He’s not allowed to leave. 

Only the top 16 teams matter from here on out, and that field shrinks with 
each passing week. 

As for the other 16 teams, we have a little something for you too. 
Emphasis on “little.” 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Series: Up 2-0 on Nashville 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Sean: In one way or another, whatever happened to the Avs on Thursday 
night — and by “whatever,” I mean “Connor Ingram” — only made me 
feel better about having them in this spot. At a certain point in games like 
that, with an unconscious goalie on one end, you typically start to doubt 
whether the other team will break through. I couldn’t get there with 
Colorado. It felt inevitable, and it turned out to be. They were just doing 
too much. 

It was appropriate, too, that Cale Makar ultimately ended it. He had 21 
shot attempts by himself. Colorado had the edge 41-15 with him on the 
ice! He led the bombardment, and he wound up finishing the job. Not 
bad. 

Dom: The phrase “never in doubt” comes up a bit too much in sports, 
especially in a joking manner during these kinds of games. But man, 
there’s no other way to describe what that overtime felt like. Colorado 
had wave after wave of pressure, it felt like the Avs were on a continuous 
power play. If there is a multiverse somewhere where the Avalanche 
don’t win that game, I’m glad we don’t live in it. 

On the subject of Makar — he’s a top-three player in the world at this 
point, and maybe even a top one in terms of watchability. He’s that good. 

2. Carolina Hurricanes 

Series: Up 2-0 on Boston 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Sean: In two games against the Bruins, seven different Hurricanes have 
scored. That’s really impressive and bodes quite well for a team that got 
bounced last season because they didn’t have enough guys actually 
producing at that level. I brought that up earlier this year and caused a 
season-long tantrum by Canes fans in my Twitter replies. 

I stand by what I said; it’s the main reason they came up short against 
Tampa. They needed to improve their finishing talent, in one way or 
another. At the moment, though, the problem seems to have been 
addressed, and they’re halfway to the second round. Go figure. 

Dom: One of the more impressive “depth scorers” on the Hurricanes has 
been Nino Niederreiter, who has three in these playoffs already. He didn’t 
get enough credit for the season he had, mostly because his modest 
point totals were obfuscated by low usage and a lack of power play time. 
At five-on-five, he led Carolina with 1.1 goals-per-60 and was third in 
points-per-60 at 2.26, a shade behind Sebastian Aho. He’s a key weapon 
on that checking line — and much-needed oomph beyond the big guns. 

Sean: Really, it’s wild to see the Hurricanes coast to a 2-0 lead when 
they’re losing the 5-on-5 territorial battle, at least by the numbers. It’s a 
great sign for them. No salt, either. We’ve watched the inverse there for 
too long. 

3. Florida Panthers 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Washington 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: It took a bit of time for the Florida Panthers — the real Florida 
Panthers — to show up to the playoffs. That opening game was 
absolutely uninspiring and Game 2 didn’t start much better, with the team 
generating just a few shots in the first 15 minutes. But it only took one 
friendly bounce for the floodgates to open up. The Panthers’ scoring 
touch showed up in spades after that as they put up five on Vitek 
Vanecek through two periods, en route to a 5-1 win. The prettiest of all 
was, of course, courtesy of elite duo Aleksander Barkov and Jonathan 
Huberdeau. The move before the pass by Huberdeau was pure filth. 

Sean: Mark Lazerus and I had the same reaction to the first period of 
Game 2: If something weird happens, and the Panthers wind up losing 
this series in five or whatever, the sport would be legitimately set back. 
Too much offense, not enough hard hockey or something similar, even 
though Florida went out and got themselves a couple of hard-asses at 
the deadline. The wrong lesson would’ve been learned. In the NHL, that’s 
still too often the case. 

Anyway, it seems like we’re safe … for the time being. Two games in, 
and they’re back on the right side of expected goals, shot attempt 
percentage, and scoring chance percentage. Pick your poison. The train 
is back on the tracks. Thank you, Vitek Vanecek. 

4. Calgary Flames 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Dallas 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: Very early on in this season, Power Rankings Discourse sparked 
some controversy. The reason? Calling the Calgary Flames boring. It 
was a bad take then, but perhaps it was merely ahead of its time. Maybe 
it’s the unholy combination with the Stars, but the first two games of this 
series have been mostly unwatchable dreck. Where are the exciting 
Flames we all know and love? We trusted you, Darryl! We trusted you. 
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This series looks like it’s going to be “first goal wins” at this rate, and I for 
one am not on board. It’s probably Rick Bowness’s fault if we’re being 
honest, but Sutter is complicit in all this no doubt. 

Sean: Yeah, that was a hellish watch on Wednesday night. I had to do it 
for work-related reasons (a bad call by yours truly), and it was bad 
enough to make me question my career path more than I already do. 

Anywho, I’m not particularly digging where this is headed if I’m the 
Flames. Dallas is so limited offensively that it might not matter in the end, 
but this team scored the sixth-most goals in the NHL in the regular 
season — the best overall at 5-on-5 — and they’re at 0.5 per game in the 
series. So much perimeter play. So little in the way of real chances. 
Sutter takes too much heat for being a dinosaur — he’s an old hardass, 
but he likes offense — so I’m more inclined to blame Bowness here, too. 

But holy cow, dude. These games have been horrific. Get it together. 

Ultimately, I think they will. I still think they’re a Western Conference 
finalist. I just have to get past the aftertaste from the slop they just fed 
me. 

5. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Tampa Bay 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: The Game 1 Vibes? Immaculate. The Game 2 Vibes? Ehhhhhhh, 
not great! 

The Leafs looked different in that opener, thoroughly commanding the 
pace of play against the defending Stanley Cup champions. They 
dominated all three zones and all three man power states, resulting in the 
best game they have ever played with this core. They looked ready. 

That continued into the first period of Game 2, but no team can stave off 
the Lightning forever and the rest of the game was much more 
inconsistent. This series was always going to be a battle and through six 
periods Toronto does have the upper hand so far, but losing home-ice 
advantage does hurt. 

Sean: Upper hand? The series is tied, and they lost a game at home. I 
know why you say that, but I’m not going to agree. Yeah, they controlled 
the run of play in the first period of Game 2, but they came out of it with a 
1-0 deficit. Yeah, they have a 5-on-5 edge, but they allowed three power-
play goals on seven chances. 

I put them ahead of Tampa for a reason — Game 1 was really 
impressive — but short series are strange. Process matters less than 
results at this time of year. That’s part of what makes it fun. 

Dom: I mean, it’s also 8-5 by goals if you want to get technical. You can 
admit Toronto has been the better team so far. It’s fine. It won’t hurt you. 

Sean: I have nothing at stake emotionally here. I cannot be hurt. 

Dom: Don’t lie, you have The Passion™. 

6. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Toronto 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Sean: We’ve established that Game 1 was a soup-to-nuts dud for 
Tampa. Game 2? Less so. The most eye-catching thing to come out of 
that one, for me, was the amount of heavy lifting done by the bottom six. 
Corey Perry and Brandon Hagel both scored, and their respective, 
regular lines (Perry with Pierre-Edouard Bellemare and Patrick Maroon, 

Hagel with Nick Paul and Ross Colton) were both above 67 percent in 
expected goals. 

It’s not that the stars didn’t show up — Victor Hedman had four points, 
Nikita Kucherov had three and Brayden Points scored on the power play 
— but you can see the start of a fresh narrative there, especially for 
deadline additions Paul and Hagel. That whole deal was exactly how 
Julien BriseBois drew it up. 

Dom: Was it the depth lines or was it “whatever line was on the ice at the 
same time as Hedman?” The man was an absolute monster last night not 
just with his four points, but the ridiculous 79 percent expected goal rate 
too. The other two pairs were both below 50 percent. 

Sean: Great point. He’s very good. Not a lot of people know that. Under-
the-radar gem, that Victor Hedman. 

Dom: Good thing we’re here to teach them. 

7. Minnesota Wild 

Series: Tied 1-1 with St. Louis 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Finally, the Wild looked like they solved the Blues. Game 1 went 
terribly, but Game 2 offered a road map to success against a team that’s 
thwarted them at every turn over the past several seasons. Star-power 
was one of the Wild’s biggest edges going into the season and they have 
to be pretty thrilled about how that went in Game 2. Kirill Kaprizov came 
to play with a hat trick. More dominant performances like that and 
Minnesota is in good shape. 

Sean: Yeah, Game 2 was an interesting watch. Kaprizov only got his hat 
trick after Joel Eriksson  Ek lost out on one of his own. Subterfuge by his 
offside linemate Marcus Foligno? Who can say? Only Foligno knows 
what’s in his heart. Either way, it was a nice example of what star power 
and a killer power play can do for you; Minnesota was 2-for-3 there, with 
Kaprizov getting one and Freddie Gaudreau the other. 

I think Marc-André Fleury’s game might have been lost in the shuffle a 
bit, though. He saved 32 of 34 shots, including both high-danger attempts 
he faced at 5-on-5. The Wild lost on expected goals and shot share, but 
also stopped St. Louis from generating top-grade chances. When they 
did, Fleury took care of business. That’s why they brought him in. 

8. New York Rangers 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Pittsburgh  

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 9 

Sean: Alright, so Game 2 just ended — the Rangers beat Pittsburgh 5-2 
in a normal-length game — and Igor Shesterkin, it would seem, hasn’t 
taken a backward step. In nearly 166 all-situation minutes, he’s stopped 
118 of 124 shots for a .952 save percentage and 7.26 goals saved above 
expected. Thursday night was some light work; he only had to make 39 
saves. I’m not picking against the Rangers until he gives me a reason to 
do it. 

Overall, New York has been fine. I think the Penguins’ pushback after the 
first period of Game 1 took them by surprise. Before you knew it, that one 
was up for grabs. Game 2 felt over the moment they took a 4-2 lead. The 
underlyings aren’t great, but this is a team that went from the bottom five 
in the league in expected goal percentage and shot attempt percentage 
to the top 10 after the trade deadline. Combine that with Shesterkin — 
who is healthy, despite how he reacted immediately after a late-game 
collision with Jeff Carter — and the Penguins’ crummy goalie situation, 
and it feels like they’re in good shape. 
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Dom: The underlying numbers are bad, yes, but when you have a goalie 
who can save 7.3 goals above expected over a two-game stretch it just 
doesn’t matter. It took six periods and a million shots for the Penguins to 
scrape by the Rangers in Game 1 and it wasn’t even close with a more 
even shot clock in Game 2. That the Rangers can get dominated and still 
have a reasonable chance to win is a testament to the weapon they have 
in net, but they’re more than that now too. Game 2 was a good showcase 
of that. 

9. St. Louis Blues 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Minnesota 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 10 

Sean: Did the Blues lose Game 2 because they had the puck too often? 
Minnesota beat them 3-1 at 5-on-5 despite St. Louis winning shots (22-
17), attempts (26-27), expected goals (55 percent) and scoring chances 
(21-9). Could be that … or could be because Ville Husso had a brutal 
night (22 saves on 27 shots, 2.5 goals allowed above expected). 

I’m not sure what to think of this series, at this point. It feels like it hinges 
on Husso, who’s been fantastic and horrible in consecutive games. What 
would happen if he was just OK? Will we ever figure it out? 

Dom: This series is a mirrorball, it’ll show you what you want to see 
depending on the night — reflecting what you value. If it’s goaltending, 
you can make a similar argument the other way. If it’s at five-on-five play, 
it goes both ways. On aggregate, this series has been even which is 
what most people expected. 

But with Husso’s inexperience, a very poor Game 2 performance is 
noteworthy — especially with a Cup-winning goalie manning the bench. If 
Husso has another shaky start he might not have the leash necessary to 
see an OK one. Something to watch. 

10. Edmonton Oilers 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Los Angeles 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: Game 1 was Peak Mike Smith, with a puck-handling blunder that 
eventually made its way into the back of the net for the winning goal. It 
was tough to watch a suddenly strong Oilers team get sewered in such 
fashion, especially considering Smith was a big part of the team’s 
strength down the stretch. He was one of the league’s very best goalies 
in April and the Oilers did the right thing by sticking with him for Game 2. 
They didn’t really need much from him when the offence put up six 
themselves, but hey, a shutout is a shutout. That’s more like it from Smith 
— who is better than he gets credit for. Game 1 was why the lack of 
credit might be fair, but Game 2 is exactly why he’s still kicking at age 40. 

Sean: We really are witnessing Peak Mike Smith.  This is his career in a 
nutshell. In Game 1, he looked like a guy who wandered in off the street. 
In Game 2, he was in 2012 mode — that year, he had a .936 save 
percentage in a Western Conference final loss to … Jonathan Quick and 
the Kings. Quick had a .939 back then. Probably not going to see a 
replay on either side, but that’s OK. 

11. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Series: Tied 1-1 with New York 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: As it turns out, the spicy pork magic only lasts for so long — the 
Penguins need one of Tristan Jarry or Casey DeSmith back fast. 

They also need literally anyone besides the top line to show up. Sidney 
Crosby’s line has been absolutely dominant so far, producing at a strong 
rate and tilting the ice heavily at five-on-five with three-quarters of the 
expected goals. While other Penguins have seen a strong shot share, 
they have nothing to show for it so far. Evgeni Malkin (two points) and 
Kasperi Kapanen (one point) are the only other forwards on the 
scoresheet. Not going to go far without depth and it’s why the injuries to 
Rickard Rakell and Jason Zucker really hurt. 

Sean: Zucker seems like he’ll be back for Game 3, which is good news 
for them. It’s not that Rakell’s injury hurts the Crosby line, so much — it’s 
that Bryan Rust is the only sensible replacement. That throws the rest of 
Pittsburgh’s group out of whack. Jeff Carter has been particularly awful. If 
this is all he can give, the Penguins are in trouble. 

Special teams are also a gigantic issue, which Crosby and Mike Sullivan 
both brought up postgame. They’ve allowed a power-play goal in both 
games — you’ll have that with the Rangers — and also gave up a shorty 
in Game 1 while generating very little themselves. 

12. Washington Capitals 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Florida 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Sean: I noticed some Caps fans clinging to the MoneyPuck “Deserve to 
Win O’Meter” in Game 2 — always the refuge of the damned — and this 
is where it ended up. 

There are two halves to every fanbase, though. 

caps fans, down two goals after one period, while still up one game to 
none: welp it was a good season, see you in october 

— Good Tweet Pete   (@peterhassett) May 6, 2022 

I’m more inclined to agree with the latter. I know I mentioned it in the 
Panthers’ writeup, but I’m not picking Vitek Vanecek in a series against 
anybody, let alone the best offensive team we’ve seen in the last several 
years. Sorry. Five goals on 18 shots in 40 minutes, and he looked utterly 
miserable. 

Dom: “The Washington Capitals would have deserved to win more if they 
weren’t missing their most important postseason forward, Tom Wilson.” 
There is someone out there who thinks this. I’m sure of it. 

Either way, a second straight ‘gentleman’s sweep’ looks likely now for the 
Capitals. 

Sean: But hey, Nicklas Backstrom scored. That’s always nice to see. 
He’s old! 

13. Dallas Stars 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Washington 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: The second part is the best description of Dallas Stars Hockey I’ve 
seen. 

I felt like Dallas was a good first round matchup because they can't score 
goals. They're also an awful matchup because they can turn almost any 
game into a coinflip. https://t.co/1IFs2gs2w0 

— Corey Sznajder (@ShutdownLine) May 6, 2022 
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Dallas Stars Hockey is a glorified coin-flipping competition. In the 
playoffs, they’re able to suck teams in, bring them down to their level, 
and grind out whatever one-goal result happens. A loss? Sure. A win? 
Sure. For the Stars, it’s the only way, and I would like nothing more than 
for the Flames to flip heads three times and end my misery. If we don’t 
get Battle of Alberta in Round 2, I will be extremely unwell. 

Sean: I’ve watched enough of The Ramblin Boys of Chaos to know how 
they roll. Even still, this has all been a bit much. Their games are typically 
56 minutes of transcendent boredom punctuated by pops from Hintz-
Robertson-Pavelski or Miro Heiskanen. Thursday night was, like, 59:45 
worth of naptime. I respect it, but I don’t like it. 

Dap to Jake Oettinger, at least. Sixteen saves on 16 shots, including 
three (lol) high-danger chances. 

14. Boston Bruins 

Series: Down 2-0 to Carolina 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: Errrrr, rough start for what looked like a close series. Boston hasn’t 
lost a game at home yet so it’s far from over, but a 2-0 hole is a really big 
one to climb out of. It’s especially big with deadline acquisition Hampus 
Lindholm out, not to mention the team’s complete inability to match up 
with the Hurricanes this year. The Bruins got shelled during the regular 
season and the first two games in this series have been more of the 
same. Maybe Jeremy Swayman can sway some answers Boston’s way 
for Game 3. 

Sean: Man, Game 2 felt like the new standard for the Bruins, and that’s 
not a good thing. If all you did was look at the postgame numbers, you 
could be fooled into thinking that the night went OK for them. It did not. 
That team looks capital-D Dunzo. I’m trying to think of positive points to 
hit on, and I can’t do it. Taylor Hall was OK, I guess. Overall, they’re 
slow, and they can’t finish. Don’t let the 63 percent expected goals rate 
fool you. 

Dom: Is scoring on 6.2 percent of your shots on a third-string goalie 
good? Asking for my friends in Boston. 

Sean: Getting punked across the board by Pyotr Kochetkov? Couldn’t be 
me. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Edmonton 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

Sean: I want the Kings to force the Oilers into a long series because I 
want every team to force its opponent into a long series. Still — and 
Game 1 aside — I can’t get there for a few different reasons. If there’s 
one way to guarantee an ‘L’ or four against Edmonton, it’s a) having a 
trash power play, where the Kings are 0-for-8 and allowed a shorthanded 
goal by Darnell Nurse in Game 2 and b) having a trash penalty kill, where 
they’ve allowed the Oilers to score four times. 

The Oilers can get got. They are not going to win 16 postseason games 
— their 5-on-5 play and their goaltender won’t hold up long enough for 
that. But if the Kings keep failing in the other phases of play so 
dramatically, it’ll be up to someone else to bounce them. 

Dom: Phillip Danault looked like a superstar in Game 1, but only human 
in Game 2. That’s a big factor in how many games the Kings can win 
because he has the power to stifle one of Edmonton’s elite centers. But 
he can’t do it every night and it won’t matter anyway if the penalty kill is 

as ineffective as it has been. Can’t write the Kings off considering they’re 
going home tied 1-1, but that 6-0 loss was demoralizing. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Series: Down 2-0 to Colorado 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: Are we sure “Colorado in three” isn’t an actual possibility? Well, 
thanks to the heroics of Connor Ingram it isn’t, because he 
singlehandedly made this series feel much closer than it actually is. The 
vibes going into Game 2 were extremely poor, but that’s why they play 
the games, baby. 

This team is just not playoff caliber without Juuse Saros, but thankfully 
for Nashville, they had Ingram pulling off his best Saros impression last 
night, stopping 48 of 50 shots. He was absolutely sensational, and the 
fact the game even went to overtime was because of him. The Predators 
are down 2-0 in the series, as everyone expected, but Ingram has at 
least made things somewhat interesting. 

Sean: Yeah, one of the narrative threads down the stretch was, “Are the 
Preds playing Saros too much?” They weren’t, because they needed him 
to play if they wanted to actually, y’know, make the postseason. And it’s 
not like his body broke down; he was hurt in a collision. But this —all of it 
— is what you risk with a low-tier backup. Either you’re going to overwork 
your starter, or the bill will come due at the worst possible time. With 
David Rittich, Nashville was staring the latter in the face. 

Given Rittich’s performance in Game 1, I was pumped to see Ingram. 
He’d have been a great story, even if he didn’t show up on Thursday and 
enter Super Saiyan mode … which he did. Unreal stuff from him. He 
deserved to win that game; 50 shots faced, and the only ones that got 
past him were the first and last. Now all he has to do is repeat that, 
except more successfully, in four of the next six games. I’m comfortable 
saying that neither of us thinks that will happen. 

What do the non-playoff teams get this week? Nothing. 

Well, close to nothing. One word to describe their season. That’s it. Want 
more words? Make the playoffs next time. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 40-30-11 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Hopeful. 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 42-31-8 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 18 

Schadenfreude. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 37-32-11 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 
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Disappointment. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 37-34-10 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 20 

Regression. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 31-39-11 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Meatballs. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 31-36-14 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Fun! 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 32-36-13 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

Delusional. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 37-37-7 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 25 

Streaky. 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 32-42-7 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 24 

Team. 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 31-40-10 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Porous. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 28-42-11 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

Disastrous. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 27-45-9 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 25 

Sean rank: 28 

Goaltending. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 26-48-6 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Inaccurate. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 25-45-11 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

Yikes. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 21-49-11 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Catastrophic. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 24-50-7 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Collegiate. 
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After back-to-back Stanley Cup championships for the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, coach Jon Cooper couldn't believe he was uttering these 
words: 

"We're going for three." 

The last time an NHL team won three straight Stanley Cups was from 
1981-83, as part of the New York Islanders' run of four straight 
championships. 

"'We're going for three.' To say that out loud is kind of crazy," Cooper told 
ESPN, before his team's first-round playoff series against the Toronto 
Maple Leafs, currently tied 1-1. "You don't get these chances often. They 
don't come around. It's like we've seen the top of the mountain. Let's 
keep going for more." 

The chance to three-peat has come around only five times since the 
Islanders' run, with the Edmonton Oilers and Pittsburgh Penguins going 
back-to-back twice and the Detroit Red Wings winning two in a row once. 
All failed to make it a hat trick. 

If the Lightning win a third straight Cup, they cement themselves as a 
dynasty. If they fall short? Hockey Hall of Famer Mark Messier said that's 
a special kind of pain. 

"It was crushing. It was horrible. It was one of the worst experiences of 
our careers to be honest with you," Messier said of the Oilers' second-
round loss to the Calgary Flames in 1986, which snapped their run of two 
straight Cups. 

"When you win two in a row, it feels like the Cup belongs to you. To see 
someone else parade around the ice was not very pleasant." 

Messier had another back-to-back run with Edmonton, winning Cups in 
1987 and 1988. Hockey Hall of Famer Larry Murphy also had two shots 
at a three-peat in the 1990s, with the Pittsburgh Penguins and the Detroit 
Red Wings. But it was that loss for the Penguins in 1993 -- in the second 
round against the Islanders -- that still haunts him. 

"It was the most disappointing season in my career, without a doubt," he 
said. 

Aaron Ward was a defenseman for that Red Wings team when it won 
back-to-back Stanley Cups in 1997 and 1998, before losing in the second 
round in 1999 to their archrivals, the Colorado Avalanche. 

"I don't know if it's any better to get eliminated in the Stanley Cup [Final], 
but to get eliminated in the second round ... that's pulling out your driver 
and not getting it past the novice tees," he said. 

As the Lightning push for the three-peat in the 2022 Stanley Cup 
playoffs, they're discovering how hard the path gets during the third time 
around. Those who attempted the three-peat, but fell short, can relate. 

'We felt confident' 

The Oilers might have had a three-peat, and limited the Islanders to just 
three Cups, had they won the 1983 Stanley Cup Final against New York. 
But they weren't quite ready yet and were swept by the Isles for the 
latter's Cup No. 4. 

Instead, the Oilers prevented the Islanders from lifting a fifth straight 
Stanley Cup by beating them 4-1 in the 1984 Final, starting their own run 
of two straight championships -- and getting them to start thinking 
dynasty. 

"Our best chance was after we won in 1985," said Messier, now a 
commentator with ESPN. "In 1986, we still had Wayne [Gretzky]. Our 
team was still positioned to win. We didn't feel tired. We felt confident." 

Edmonton looked unbeatable in 1986. The Oilers had a .744 points 
percentage in the standings, best in the NHL. They averaged 5.33 goals 
scored per game -- it was said at their peak in the 1980s, the Oilers 
would defeat their opponents before stepping on the ice through sheer 
offensive intimidation. 

They demolished the Vancouver Canucks in three straight games in the 
first round of the playoffs. Then they met Calgary in the Battle of Alberta, 
and lost in a Game 7 that featured a monumental gaffe by defenseman 
Steve Smith, who banked a pass off goalie Grant Fuhr's leg to give the 
Flames a goal, the third-period lead and the win. 

"We felt like we let one slip away in 1986. But we had a healthy respect 
for them. And a healthy dislike," Messier said. "A lot of people would say 
that we got too complacent, but I don't think we did. Calgary was a really 
great team that year. It came down to two really good teams and we 
didn't play as well as we had to play." 

Messier still laments that missed opportunity. 

"Did we have a good enough team to win? Yeah, we did. Did we win it? 
No. So it's hard to say that we should have won it, because we didn't," he 
said. 

The Oilers composed themselves and won two straight Stanley Cups 
again in 1987 and 1988. But in 1989, it was a transitional season for 
Edmonton. Paul Coffey had been traded to Pittsburgh during the 1987-88 
season. Gretzky became the face of the Los Angeles Kings after The 
Trade in summer of 1988. 

"It was a different team," Messier noted of the 1989 Oilers. 

The Lightning, for the most part, are not a different team this season. 
Messier expected big things from the Lightning in the playoffs. 

"When I look at Tampa this year ... you know, you can talk yourself into 
anything you want. If you're physically or mentally tired, you can talk 
yourself into feeling great," said Messier. "I'm pretty bullish on their team. 
They've solidified that bottom six a little bit better. With Andrei Vasilevskiy 
in net, they're not going to be an easy out." 

'When it comes too easy, bad habits creep in' 

The core was solid for the 1990-91 Pittsburgh Penguins, when they won 
the franchise's first Stanley Cup: Mario Lemieux, Jaromir Jagr, Ron 
Francis, Mark Recchi, Joe Mullen, Coffey and Murphy are all Hall of 
Famers. 

The core was still solid for 1991-92 Stanley Cup champion Penguins, 
although Recchi had been traded for defenseman Kjell Samuelsson, 
forward Rick Tocchet and goalie Ken Wregget; Coffey had been moved 
to the Kings; and Scotty Bowman took over for Bob Johnson behind the 
bench. 

In 1992-93, many outside the team were expecting a Penguins dynasty, 
although they were trying to tamper those expectations. 

"It was similar to the previous season. There wasn't a lot of talk about the 
big picture. It was just about trying to win that year," said Murphy. "There 
was a sense that Mario's here, so our chances are even better. And then 
it turned out that wasn't the case." 

Lemieux missed a quarter of the season due to Hodgkin's lymphoma, but 
returned to have the Penguins rolling into the playoffs. They beat the 
New Jersey Devils, 4-1, in the first round. But then the Islanders shocked 
them in Game 7, on David Volek's series-winning goal at 5:16 of 
overtime. 

"Things were moving along nicely. But then we run into the Islanders, 
and it's all for naught," recalled Murphy. "It was just a sense of huge 
disappointment. The opportunity doesn't present itself every season." 

His theory behind the Penguins falling short of the three-peat? 

"What hurt us is that it came too easy at the end of the season. If we had 
struggled going into the playoffs, I think we would have fared better," he 
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said. "And when it comes too easy, then bad habits creep in, and that's 
what happened that year." 

Murphy would get another chance at a three-peat with the Red Wings 
after they won in 1997 and 1998. 

"Right place at the right time," he joked. 

The Red Wings swept the Flyers for the 1997 Stanley Cup. But the 
dynamic changed dramatically in 1998, according to Murphy. After the 
Cup celebration, a limo containing defensemen Vladimir Konstantinov 
and Slava Fetisov hit a tree. Konstantinov spent several weeks in a 
coma. His hockey career ended due to paralysis suffered in the accident. 

Murphy said having Konstantinov around the team, including in their 
Stanley Cup celebration in 1998, was an inspiration to win back-to-back 
Cups. 

"It definitely gave us motivation. To win it for Vladdy," he said. 

"Winning that first one, there's that drive to win it for the first time. The 
second time, it's a continuation. It's a different sort of motivation. The 
third is like, 'We know what it's like to win the Cup. Let's do it again.'" 

But the run would stop at two Cups for the Red Wings. 

'Why wouldn't we be able to do it again?' 

Aaron Ward remembers the dynasty talk for those Red Wings. 

"That was what our media was talking about. The Detroit News and 
Detroit Free Press, at the time, were always talking about whether it was 
going to be a dynasty. And there was a plan in place to definitely win a 
third and maybe even challenge for a fourth," he said. 

The fans loved it. Coach Scotty Bowman did not. 

"It would frustrate Scotty. He wants to control the message. He doesn't 
want anyone on his team thinking about any f---ing dynasty," said Ward. 

The former NHL defenseman knows what the Lightning are going 
through this season. Ward noted that Tampa didn't play its sharpest 
hockey in the regular season, despite amassing 108 points. 

He watched as Tampa Bay added Brandon Hagel and Nick Paul at the 
trade deadline -- and remembered the 1998-99 Red Wings. 

"From what I remember of the 1998-99 season was this feeling of just 
getting through to the trade deadline. Get yourself well-positioned. 
Inevitably, the organization was going to go out and get key pieces. 
They've done it in previous years. Remember, there was no salary cap 
[at that time]," he said. 

At the trade deadline in 1999, the Red Wings acquired defenseman Chris 
Chelios from the Chicago Blackhawks, forward Wendel Clark from the 
Tampa Bay Lightning and Ulf Samuelsson from the New York Rangers. 

"So it played out exactly as we thought. [GM] Kenny [Holland] would 
make major acquisitions. When those three guys came in, I was like 
'Chalk it up, we've got another Stanley Cup here,'" said Ward. "When 
you've won it two years in a row, the feeling was that you had to maintain 
enough focus to get to the playoffs and then in the playoffs, that's where 
the war begins. We've proven ourselves capable in two previous years, 
why wouldn't be able to do it again?" 

The Red Wings finished first in the Central Division with 93 points, which 
was the third most in the Western Conference. They swept the Mighty 
Ducks of Anaheim in the first round, outscoring them 17-7. But then they 
met the Colorado Avalanche for the next chapter of their storied feud -- 
the Avs eliminated the Wings en route to the Stanley Cup in 1996, and 
the Wings did the same to the Avs in 1997. 

Detroit won the first two games in Denver. The Avalanche roared back to 
win four straight and eliminate the Red Wings in six games. 

"The weird part from that one was ... we weren't complacent, but we 
didn't have an answer," said Ward. "Because we acquired those guys 

and we had the depth that we had, we felt pretty confident. Something 
about that series just didn't work for us. Colorado seemed to have an 
answer, in the same way we had the answer in 1996-97. It all went 
across the net. They were in control. We just couldn't do it." 

The players were left wondering why what used to work to championship 
perfection no longer did. "We were still playing left wing lock. We were 
still playing the Scotty Bowman system," said Ward. "Maybe that system 
had expired. Maybe they figured something out. But we were having 
trouble defensively against the Colorado Avalanche." 

Ward said to not complete the three-peat was a "massive frustration" for 
the Red Wings. 

"In the two previous years, you've proven to yourself that you know what 
it takes. It's in your back pocket. It's almost like a cheat sheet that you 
can consult. You've encountered every possible type of adversity that 
can be thrown at you," he said. "The immediate reaction was a high level 
of frustration." 

Will the Tampa Bay Lightning feel the same thing before the end of 
June? 

'Don't squander an opportunity' 

The Lightning's Stanley Cup wins in 2020 and 2021 came in truncated 
seasons with untraditional postseason formats. While no one is saying 
there should be an asterisk next to either of them, the Lightning are trying 
to win a third straight chalice in an 82-game season with a compressed 
schedule. 

While other three-peaters have played more games, none have had to 
win during the unique tensions of playing through a global pandemic, 
which the Lightning have. 

"The situation with COVID, the disruptions of the seasons and the shorter 
seasons, you're dealing with something that's never been dealt with 
before. They're a deep team. Last year, they were fortunate with the 
salary cap situation," Murphy said, in reference to the Lightning getting 
star Nikita Kucherov back for the playoffs after spending the entire 
season on long-term injured reserve. "It's an experienced team that, 
when you watch them play, they just know how to do it." 

Messier has been impressed with all the teams that approached dynasty 
status in the salary cap era. Along with the Lightning, the Penguins won 
back-to-back Cups in 2016 and 2017. The Chicago Blackhawks didn't 
win back-to-back Cups, but they did win three Stanley Cups in six 
seasons (2010, 2013, 2015). 

But due to the salary cap, the 2010 Blackhawks had to jettison a good 
portion of their supporting cast. 

"It's a lot harder now. You've really gotta tip your cap to Pittsburgh and 
Chicago for winning three and Tampa Bay winning two now," said 
Messier. "It's hard to keep a core together. And then you have to support 
them, because a core alone won't get a Stanley Cup done." 

It also takes patience. The Lightning lost in the Stanley Cup Final in 
2015, and the conference finals in 2016 and 2018. Then came the critical 
moment: Getting swept by the Columbus Blue Jackets in the first round 
of the playoffs in 2019, after a 128-point regular season. 

Then came the back-to-back Cups. 

"After 2019, I was a little skeptical, I'll tell you that. But we kept the band 
together. We kept the faith," Cooper said. "To be in this position, it takes 
a lot of good players. It takes a staff. It takes the right management 
positions. It takes an owner. They put us in a position where we can 
make the playoffs every year. But you're not going to win every year, we 
understand that. We get a chance to take a swing for the fence, we're 
going to do that." 

It's a mighty big swing to try to win three straight Stanley Cups. Others 
have tried to do it since the Islanders' dynasty in the early 1980s, and all 
have failed. 
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What would Larry Murphy, who nearly pulled the three-peat with two 
franchises, say to the Lightning today? 

"I would say to them as I would say to any other team in any other 
playoff: Don't squander an opportunity. You want to feel like at the end of 
it that you didn't leave anything on the table," he said. "But everything is 
easier said than done. They might want it just as much as the last two 
seasons, but for whatever reason, it won't happen for them." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs’ unsung players help shift pressure back on 
to Lightning 

 

Luke Fox May 6, 2022, 10:40 PM 

 

TAMPA, Fla. – When your most dangerous players get nullified at even-
strength by one of the most effective shutdown trios in hockey, it’s up to 
the role players to elevate and make an impact. 

Such was the case in Game 3 of this seesaw series rocking back and 
forth between the Toronto Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning, where 
the only safe bet from game to game or period to period is that the 
players decked out in blue and white will dominate. 

With special teams again impacting (but not deciding) the outcome, a 
couple of unsung forwards on the visiting side, Colin Blackwell and David 
Kämpf, provided cherished 5-on-5 goals, pushing the Leafs to a 5-2 
victory on enemy ice. 

On the strength of coach Sheldon Keefe’s balanced bottom six, they 
swiped home-ice 

On the strength of coach Sheldon Keefe’s balanced bottom-six — 83 per 
cent of whom were acquired via trade or free agency by GM Kyle Dubas 
— the Leafs dug in to swipe home-ice advantage back Friday as swiftly 
as they fumbled it away Wednesday. 

“It just so happens at this time of year, you need some guys to step out of 
character a bit. Tonight, that was the case,” Keefe said. “You need guys 
to make plays, step up.” 

Who had a puck-eating, body-crunching Ilya Lyubushkin feathering a 
patient, perfect setup to fourth-liner Blackwell on their bingo card? 

Or checking centre Kämpf, he of one goal total in 2020-21, plopping a 
cherry on top of his sublime shutdown effort with his second — yes, 
second — goal of this young series? 

A game-winner, no less. 

Or speedster Ilya Mikheyev sealing the deal with not one but two empty-
net goals, the only two post-season strikes of his rapidly spiking career? 

Fun fact: Kämpf has scored 13 times as Leaf, and Toronto has won 
every game. 

“Really?” Kämpf responds when informed of the stat. “I didn’t know that. 
Hopefully we keep it going.” 

“He doesn’t score unimportant goals,” Keefe explains. “It just speaks to 
his character. He’s level-headed and even-keel. He doesn’t have any 
huge swings in emotion or energy, so in those moments he can make a 
play. Doesn’t panic. 

“We certainly knew he had way more ability than a one-goal scorer.” 

Dumb penalties continue to be a series subplot, as two puck-over-glass 
penalties committed by the normally poised champions (one by Pat 

Maroon, the other by Ryan McDonagh) helped put that vicious Leafs 
power play on the ice early and often. 

“You can’t take five penalties in the first half of the game,” Steven 
Stamkos said. “It’s taxing.” 

Added Lighting coach Jon Cooper: “The parade to the penalty box is 
getting exhausting… We self-imploded.” 

Morgan Rielly whacked home a rebound to open the scoring with Maroon 
stuffed in the penalty box. 

Next it was Lyubushkin hopping out of the box and into the rush, after 
serving a silly post-whistle banishment of his own. The defenceman 
channeled his inner Michell Marner on a smart drive and putting a puck 
on a platter for Blackwell, who notched his first NHL playoff goal. 

“Caught us a little bit by surprise,” Matthews admitted. 

Kämpf’s clean shot, unassisted, gave the Leafs a short-lived 3-0 cushion 
that would later stand as the game-winner for the unsung hero. 

“He does it all for us. He’s so smart,” Jack Campbell said. “He’s a great 
person to be around. We absolutely love having him, and he’s a huge 
part of our team. I just think he works so hard on all areas of his game. 

“It’s kinda like life: When you do things the right way, you usually get 
rewarded.” 

While the Lightning’s stars did a fine job reigning in those of the Leafs, 
Tampa needed a power-play, and a costly Toronto mistake, to spark a 
rally. 

When penalty-killer Alexander Kerfoot inexplicably held onto the puck in 
the neutral zone instead of dumping it deep, he was run over and robbed 
of his possession by Ondrej Palat. The home team stormed into the 
Toronto zone with numbers. 

A quick passing sequence culminated with Ross Colton ripping a one-
timer past Jack Campbell from a sharp angle, helping turn an ornery 
Lightning crowd. 

In the third period, Andrei Vasilevskiy stoned Matthews not once but 
twice on a breakaway before Palat wired a bouncing puck high through 
Campbell, narrowing the gap to one. 

Alas, that’s where the comeback ended. 

The Maple Leafs dug in, clogged lanes, blocked shots and battled for 
zone clears. 

“We knew they were going to push, but we didn’t break,” Keefe said. 
“These are the games we need to win.” 

The highlight of Toronto’s nail-biting cling to a late one-goal lead came on 
the penalty kill, when Nikita Kucherov threaded a crisp cross-seam pass 
to Stamkos, all wound up for his patented one-timer. 

“I felt like I got everything, and some,” Stamkos said. “Great save.” 

“A game-saving save… There was a bit of a sense on the bench that it’s 
going in,” Keefe added. “Stamkos doesn’t miss those very much when it 
comes through [the seam] like that.” 

Mikheyev, dogged all night, allowed the Leafs to exhale with his hard-
earned empty-netters. 

Toronto’s speed, depth and a stellar showing by Campbell shifted all the 
pressure on the men with rings on their fingers. 

“Fifteen penalties in eight periods of hockey,” Cooper lamented. “It’s not 
a winning formula.” 

Game 4 goes Sunday. 

Fox’s Fast 5 
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• John Tavares has one goal in his past 12 games. At even strength, he 
has three assists in that span. It’s time. 

“I think 200-foot game is the big focus for me,” Tavares says, “knowing 
the team you’re up against and the game-breakers that they have. I want 
to continue to find ways to generate more and breakthrough but, overall, 
5-on-5 has been tight.” 

• During the Lightning’s Stanley Cup runs in 2020 and 2021, Cooper says 
the club made it mandatory for the players to stay off social media and 
encouraged them to leave the TV dim. 

“Yes, you can get your tires pumped, but you can get them deflated as 
well,” Cooper says. 

So, how does a guy survive without his screens? 

“You gotta make sure you have a deck of cards with you at all times.” 

• Jason Spezza on the emergence of a confident Pierre Engvall: 

“He’s more aware of how strong he is, how strong he can be on pucks. 
He’s learned to use his speed. And he’s learned to change speeds, 
which has really helped a lot. I think early on he was one speed — very 
fast everywhere. And now he’s learned to get teams off-kilter by 
changing speeds…. He’s been a phenomenal player for us all year.” 

• Do you believe in numerology? The sweater number worn by beloved 
Tampa anthem singer Sonya Bryson-Kirksey: 67. 

• Shared an elevator with Vincent Lecavalier. And, yes, he absolutely 
looks like he could lace ’em up for Game 4. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Showtime Oilers: Edmonton spoils playoff hockey’s return 
to Hollywood 

 

Iain MacIntyre May 7, 2022, 2:41 AM 

 

LOS ANGELES — The problem for the Los Angeles Kings on Friday was 
not that they kept the lights off in the arena as long as possible before the 
Edmonton Oilers’ morning skate, but that they turned them on for the 
game. 

With the stage aglow and Crypto.com Arena crackling for the first Stanley 
Cup playoff game in Los Angeles in more than four years, the Kings 
weren’t ready when the lights came up. Showtime belonged to the Oilers, 
who scored twice in the first six minutes and embarrassed Los Angeles 
8-2 to take a 2-1 lead in the first-round series. 

Edmonton’s advantage feels greater than one game. 

Including Wednesday’s 6-0 dismantling of the Kings in Edmonton, the 
Oilers have pumped in two touchdowns over two games and won by a 
dozen goals on aggregate. And Connor McDavid has just one of 
Edmonton’s 17 goals in the series. Think about that for a minute. Sixteen 
goals have been scored by other Oilers. 

On Friday, Evander Kane had a hat trick, and Zach Hyman and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins each scored twice. The Oilers chased Kings starter 
Jonathan Quick halfway through the second period, and Edmonton 
starter Mike Smith has been close to perfect since his third-period 
giveaway in Game 1 enabled Los Angeles’ 4-3 win. 

The teams are on different trajectories. Game 4 is Sunday. 

“I’m not a big believer in momentum carry over,” Oilers coach Jay 
Woodcroft said. “I think you have to re-establish things. We expected a 
push from them. Certainly, you know, lots of shots on net from all angles 

and all that kind of stuff, but I thought we displayed some perseverance 
and persistence and some patience to our game and struck when the 
time was right. 

“I feel a real esprit de corps amongst our group — people that are 
working hard for each other. It’s a fun group to stand behind tonight.” 

Yes, these Oilers may finally be different than the teams that largely 
squandered McDavid’s first six seasons while winning only one playoff 
series. Certainly, no Edmonton coach has used “esprit de corps” to 
describe his team. 

“It takes everybody,” McDavid said simply when asked about 
contributions from throughout the lineup. 

“Just finding ways to win games, that’s all that matters this time of year,” 
he said. “Doesn’t really matter how it looks or what happens. I think 
we’ve done a good job of playing well, playing hard, we’ve been physical. 
They kind of pushed back today and I thought we responded well.” 

Seven seasons and nearly 700 points into McDavid’s reign, the Oilers 
are trying to win just their second playoff series since 2006. Naturally, 
that has created a fair bit of baggage. The weight gets heavier each time 
the Oilers lose a series. Sometimes it feels like the burden increases by 
the game, like when they lost the opener on Monday. 

But the funny thing about baggage is that everyone has some from 
somewhere. Lucky are the rare few unencumbered by disappointment 
and failed expectations. The Kings aren’t carrying steamer trunks on their 
backs like McDavid and Leon Draisaitl are, but their fanny packs may be 
starting to feel heavy. 

As an organization, the Kings have not won a playoff game on home ice 
since lifting the Stanley Cup against the New York Rangers in 2014. That 
remarkable achievement came with some free passes. Ask fans in 
Toronto and Vancouver how much suffering a Stanley Cup triumph would 
be worth. 

To be fair to the Kings, a youngish team that has evolved from its rebuild 
and returned to the playoffs perhaps a season or two sooner than 
forecast, they have neither the pressure nor expectations the Oilers face 
to win soon. 

But the Kings lost all three home playoff games in a 4-1 opening-series 
loss to the San Jose Sharks in 2016, and went 0-2 at what was then the 
Staples Center while being swept by the Vegas Golden Knights in 2018. 
Friday was the return of playoff hockey to Los Angeles. 

And a Kings team trying to learn how to win, largely remade but with a 
few key holdovers from more prosperous times, was embarrassed by the 
Oilers for the second straight game. Edmonton led 5-0 halfway through 
Game 3. 

Maybe arena staff, clearly under instructions from the Kings, should not 
have kept Crypto.com dark and the nets hidden away when the Oilers 
came out for their morning skate a few minutes before their official 11:30 
a.m. start time on Friday. The Kings take morning skates at their practice 
facility in El Segundo, near LAX airport, and it’s common for visiting NHL 
teams to get on the ice early when it’s unused by the home team. 

Maybe the Kings lost their watch in El Segundo. An extra 15 minutes of 
skating and drilling might have burned a little more Oilers energy. 
Instead, Edmonton jumped on L.A. at the start. 

Skating four-on-four – thanks largely to the Kings’ Brendan Lemieux, who 
shows the same respect for opponents that his father did – McDavid and 
Draisaitl perfectly executed a two-on-one to make it 1-0 at 3:50. 

When Trevor Moore took a holding-the-stick penalty at 5:46, the Oilers’ 
lethal power play needed just 23 seconds to make it 2-0, McDavid 
making another brilliant goal-side pass for Hyman to tap behind Quick. 

Smith handled 19 first-period shots – the Kings fired from everywhere but 
generated few quality chances – but the Oilers ended the contest before 
the game was 30 minutes old. Kane sandwiched a pair of rebound goals 
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around a terrific solo effort by Hyman, all in a span of three-and-a-half 
minutes, to make it 5-0 early in the second period. 

And after goals later in the frame by Anze Kopitar and Phillip Danault at 
least got the L.A. crowd back into, the Oilers pumped in three more late 
in the third, two by Nugent-Hopkins and a third by Kane. 

“Anytime you can come into someone’s building and get the jump on 
them, I think it’s huge,” McDavid said. “We were able to do that. But I 
thought they had a great first period, honestly. We made a couple of 
good plays and kind of held on there in the first, and I thought our game 
got going there early in the second.” 

Woodcroft said he expected the Kings, after losing badly on Wednesday, 
to deliver their best effort in Game 3. 

“And we were ready for it,” he said. “I thought we were surgical in taking 
advantage of opportunities that presented themselves. I thought they ran 
around a little bit to try and get physical with us. We handled it with good 
composure. We made more plays than them and we ended up getting 
the win tonight. 

“What I take most joy out of as a coach is watching all of the people in 
our lineup contribute and bring that type of effort and intensity. Because 
it’s been quite noticeable.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.07.2022 

1244430 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: The ‘game-saving save’ 
heard around Toronto 

 

Rory Boylen May 7, 2022, 2:14 AM 

 

There are moments in playoff games where a big save is “one to 
remember” for later in the game. It can be what tilts the momentum in a 
certain direction — save a big goal at one end, and have that translate 
into a big goal at the other. And when you look back after the game’s 
over, that save turns out to be the difference, or turning point. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy looked like he gave the Lightning that save in Game 3. 

With Tampa trailing 3-1 in the third Auston Matthews was sprung on a 
breakaway off a beautiful stretch pass from Morgan Rielly with a chance 
to bury the game. One-on-one against Vasilevskiy, the best shooter in 
the world versus the best goalie in the world. The goalie won. Twice. 

Less than a minute later, the Lightning scored to cut the lead to one. 

And then the Leafs found themselves in very familiar territory — clinging 
to a lead they at once had a firm grip on, but you could see loosening. 
Tampa pushed in the third period, outshot the Leafs 14-7, and it was the 
kind of game past iterations of a younger Leafs team found a way to lose. 

This team and three-goal leads have not really gotten along in the past. 

Tampa got one power play in the third period and it presented the 
moment where the importance of Vasilevskiy’s saves on Matthews would 
come into focus. 

And it was the moment Leafs Nation had come to recognize as the 
inevitable let down. 

Nikita Kucherov had the puck on the wall and managed to find Steven 
Stamkos across the ice, in his office awaiting the one-timer. It was a goal 
you thought you could see coming seconds away. 

Oh, No! 

Oh, No! 

It instead ended up being the moment Toronto’s goaltending swung a 
series in their direction. 

“That’s a game-saving save,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe said 
afterwards. “We made a mistake on the play. We didn’t make a lot of 
mistakes on the penalty kill today. It seems we made one in the neutral 
zone that ends up in our net and we made one right there that allowed 
that pass right through. I think there was a bit of a sense on the bench 
that’s going in. Stamkos doesn’t miss much when it comes through like 
that.” 

In losing their first playoff series five years in a row, the Leafs have 
always been missing an element. Whether it was production from their 
stars, bad penalties from lower in the lineup, weak goals against at 
crucial moments — the Leafs haven’t put it all together yet. And coming 
into the playoffs, there was some concern that goaltending could be a 
negative again this post-season. 

To say Campbell had an up-and-down season would be an 
understatement. He started as a Vezina contender and faded badly to 
below league average for months. A rib injury kept him out for a time and 
there was even speculation that the Leafs may have to add a goalie at 
the trade deadline. Then Petr Mrazek got hurt and all the Leafs had to go 
with was a wild card in Campbell, and an unknown in Erik Kallgren. 

On top of that, Campbell’s first-round assignment was to stare down the 
world’s best netminder. 

“As an athlete you want to be the best you can be,” Campbell said. “And 
obviously Vasi has proven how good he is over the course of his NHL 
career so it’s a fun challenge. I’d be lying if I said I don’t want to do my 
best to beat him.” 

In this series we’ve seen it start coming together for Toronto. The five-
minute major crucially killed in Game 1 was a turning point, and the quick 
production from Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner a great sign. We’ve 
seen the depth players shine through, especially in Game 3, and a 
defence that has made it hard for the Lightning to gain the zone, or set 
up for much. 

If they get goaltending that can hold the fort and match Vasilevskiy’s big-
game moments, that’s the recipe for a Leafs breakthrough. 

“That was a pretty nice save and a pretty crucial time of the game,” 
Matthews said. “That’s what he does. He gives us confidence every time 
he’s out there. He’s talkative, he chats out there, he has a lot of fun out 
there and I think that’s the most important part for him. When he’s playing 
really well, he’s having a lot of fun out there. You could see that in his 
play tonight. He made a lot of saves, but I think none bigger than that one 
at the end of the third there.” 

If the Leafs can win two more games, it might be the save that’s looked 
back on as the one that finally got the monkey off Toronto’s back. 

BRUINS’ STARS SHOW UP AND THEY’RE BACK IN THE SERIES 

There was no real reason to believe the Bruins would be able to push 
back in this series. The Canes dominated them in the regular season, 
winning each of their games and never trailing once. Carolina continued 
that into the post-season, and never trailed in either of Games 1 or 2. In 
fact, in most of the minutes played over the first two games Carolina had 
at least a two-goal lead on Boston. 

With the exception of one Taylor Hall goal, Patrice Bergeron had been 
the only Bruin to score on the Canes all year. Brad Marchand was quiet 
in terms of generating offence in the first two games, his most notable 
highlight being a physical run-in with rookie Carolina goalie Pyotr 
Kochetkov. David Pastrnak had 10 shots at 5-on-5 but nothing to show 
for it. 

It wasn’t the best start again, as Carolina took the early 1-0 lead and sat 
in a position they were very comfortable all year. The Canes scored first 
in 49 of their 82 games this season, tied with Boston for fourth in the 
league. But where the Bruins dropped 10 of the games where they 
scored first, Carolina played much more secure with the lead and lost 
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only four of them. Only Edmonton had fewer losses in games where they 
scored first. 

Bruce Cassidy’s big move for Game 3 was to reunite the Perfection line 
and boost Pastrnak up the lineup. They outshot the competition 3-1 and 
outscored them 1-0. And it was a huge goal — Marchand’s first non 
empty-netter in 16 games, and Boston’s first lead on Carolina all season. 

“When Marchy scored, that’s a big lift for us. We got a lead,” Cassidy 
said. “Now all of a sudden we get to play a more comfortable game.” 

Pastrnak scored on the power play to increase the lead to two and Hall 
added another power play marker early in the third to pull away with a 
three-goal lead. It was Boston’s awakening stars that finally gave them a 
win over Carolina. 

“I know that the onus this time of year is on your best players being your 
best players,” Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy said after the game. “If you 
have a little success on the power play it bleeds into the rest of your 
game. So they got it going; they’re back together again. Probably gave 
them a little comfort knowing the success they’ve had, so that helps 
them. And it’s up to the rest of the group not to fall off. And I found we 
had good contributions from everyone. Maybe not necessarily on the 
score sheet for some of the lines, but they were working hard to create 
offence.” 

The Bruins became just the second team to win a game in these playoffs 
after allowing the first goal, and now the Hurricanes have let them off the 
mat. 

DEREK FORBORT WILL BE SORE TOMORROW 

The second-most blocked shots anyone logged in Game 2 was three… 
Derek Forbort got in the way of nine pucks. 

“He’s a popular guy. He’s very quiet,” Bruce Cassidy said. “Guys root for 
guys like that. He was brought in to be that type of stay-at-home, try to be 
a stiff defender, keep the puck out of your net, shot blocker, really good 
on the PK. And he’s been as advertised. 

“Those are the guys that make a difference in these type of games. You 
need your scorers to score and your muckers or checkers to be physical 
and block shots. That’s what makes a well-rounded machine.” 

Special teams were a deciding factor in this game, with Carolina’s power 
play getting shut out and Boston’s going 2-for-5. The Bruins added a 
shorthanded goal as well from Connor Clifton. 

Carolina was actually outshot 4-3 on their own power play and Forbort 
gave them a nightmare of a time getting pucks through on the man 
advantage. Six of his nine blocks came shorthanded. 

He earned his ice and played more than any other Bruins player with 
23:07 of ice time, and a game-high 6:46 while shorthanded. 

NEVER SEEN THAT BEFORE 

Two bizarre incidents in this game. 

First was when an ice cleaner skating towards the exit ran into linesman 
Jonny Murray, who shook off the check and continued on through the 
game. No word on supplemental discipline yet. 

Another involved some overzealous fans breaking a pane of glass that 
fell into the penalty box and hit commercial coordinator Joe Foley, who 
was stretchered out of the rink. Was nice to see David Pastrnak come to 
give him a tap on the foot on his way out. 

According to Bruins reporter Matt Porter, Foley was taken to hospital for 
precautionary reasons and “seems to be doing OK.” 

“We send out our well-wishes that the gentleman’s fine,” Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy said. 

Glass-bangers. SMH. 

MINNESOTA’S KEY SECOND LINE IS THE DIFFERENCE AS WILD 
TAKE CONTROL OF BLUES 

Ever since getting shut out in Game 1, the Wild have outscored the Blues 
11-3, a team that has been celebrated for how deep it is on offence with 
nine 20-goal scorers. 

On Minnesota’s side, Kirill Kaprizov and his line has garnered headlines 
and deservedly so, but a key component of their grip on the series is the 
secondary trio led by Joel Eriksson Ek. 

Eriksson Ek between Jordan Greenway and Marcus Foligno was the best 
line on the ice in Game 3, controlling over 66 per cent of the shot 
attempts and 81 per cent of the expected goals, while outscoring the 
Blues 2-0 at 5-on-5. Greenway scored the game’s opening goal just 38 
seconds in, setting a new franchise record. 

The story of this one again was a quick start from the Wild, who 
generated a number of odd-man rush opportunities in the opening period 
and scored both of their first two goals that way — Greenway’s 2-on-1 
conversion and a breakaway opportunity by Kaprizov. 

The Eriksson Ek line has been generating a ton of offence and 
opportunities and, in turn, neutralizing one of St. Louis’ — and the 
league’s — best lines in the process. Through three playoff games, this 
Minnesota line leads the league by controlling over 77 per cent of the 
expected goals at 5-on-5, and they haven’t been scored on once yet. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Friday Four: Is it still possible for Connor McDavid to level 
up as a player? 

 

Rory Boylen May 6, 2022, 1:45 PM 

 

The Friday Four, a collection of thoughts and information on some 
intriguing player performances, continues this week with notes on: 

• The rookie goalie who would stand up to Brad Marchand’s nonsense. 

• The evolving greatness of Connor McDavid. 

• Underrated David Perron an important cog of the Blues. 

• Connor Ingram‘s fantastic game and inspirational path to that start. 

Pyotr Kochetkov, Carolina Hurricanes 

Who the heck is the rookie goalie who stood up to Brad Marchand’s 
nonsense and snuffed out whatever intimidation tactic this was? 

First of all, he’s a second-round pick from 2019, so not a player who has 
descended from the heavens out of nowhere. He was named the best 
goalie at the 2020 World Juniors in a bronze-medal effort, where he had 
a .953 save percentage and 1.45 goals-against average. Bouncing 
between Russia’s KHL, VHL and MHL (top pro league, secondary pro 
league and junior league), it’s been a while since Kochetkov has settled 
in with one team. 

This year, Kochetkov was 10-10-2 with a .926 save percentage and 2.23 
GAA in 23 games with the KHL’s Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod. That’s a 
top-10 save rate and respectable GAA playing behind what was a non-
playoff team. 

When the remainder of the KHL season was cancelled after the Olympics 
and the barbaric Russian invasion of Ukraine, Kochetkov was recalled by 
Carolina to join its AHL affiliate in Chicago. There, Kochetkov went 13-1-
2 with a 2.09 GAA and .921 save percentage. 
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Sara Civian at The Athletic wrote about the legend of Kochetkov, which 
included another testy moment in the minors when he challenged an 
entire bench of players. 

He wasn’t supposed to factor into the NHL team’s plans so quickly, 
though, but injuries to the top two guys opened the door for him to get 
three looks at the end of the regular season. In two starts, he allowed five 
goals on 48 shots (.895 save percentage) against the Rangers and 
Devils, and in the 27:03 he played against the Islanders in place of an 
injured Antti Raanta, Kochetkov turned aside seven of eight. 

Wednesday’s Game 2 was his Stanley Cup Playoffs initiation and 
Kochetkov was more than up to the task, replacing Raanta early, playing 
52 of the 60 minutes and turning aside 93.8 per cent of the shots he 
faced. Raanta has been a good backup for the Canes without any playoff 
experience – Kochetkov is the nice out-of-nowhere story who is at least 
giving visions of a future No. 1. 

We’re a long way off from making that sort of declaration, and who 
knows, Frederik Andersen might still return in this series. But the 21-
year-old Kochetkov stepped up big and showed he won’t be intimidated 
on the biggest stage. 

“We have faith in the kid and we’ve seen him, so it’s not like we’re just 
throwing him in and don’t know what we have,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “And the guys responded with the way they played in 
front of him. But he responded by the way he played. There’s a lot of faith 
in that group with our goalie.”  

Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

You probably know the stats by now. 

In last year’s 56-game season, Connor McDavid finished with the best 
points per game mark (1.88) in the salary-cap era, and the best mark 
since Mario Lemieux averaged 2.30 points per game in 1995-96. 

Since he entered the league in 2015-16, no one has more points than 
McDavid’s 697, more assists than his 458 and only Auston Matthews, 
Alex Ovechkin and Leon Draisaitl have more goals. This season, in a 
return to 82 games, McDavid’s 123 points challenged Nikita Kucherov’s 
cap-era best 128. 

He’s a superstar and a video game character. We all know that. 

It’s a little different in the playoffs. Sure, his 1.13 points per game in the 
post-season is still fifth-best in the cap era, but the Oilers have just one 
series win and that came in McDavid’s sophomore 2016-17 season. 
Edmonton hasn’t built on that yet. 

You’ve heard the charges. McDavid needs to buy in to defence more. He 
should draw more penalties, and it’s wild the refs don’t see it. He needs 
to deal with the physical nature of the playoffs better … and on it goes. 
Fair or not, until a McDavid-led team breaks through in the playoffs, he’s 
going to hear about what else he needs to do. 

But this might be the playoffs where McDavid levels up again … as crazy 
as that is to contemplate. 

In the first two games against Los Angeles, McDavid had eight hits, four 
in each game. Last year, he had eight total hits in all four playoff games, 
and the year before that nine hits in four playoff games. It looks like 
something else might be changing in his game, perhaps more of a buy-in 
to overall “playoff hockey” style. 

“I think it’s important,” Oilers coach Jay Woodcroft said after the Game 2 
win. “I thought there was a physical investment to that game tonight. I 
also think it’s a function of how we have to come through the neutral 
zone versus their structure that, if we want to have success, you’re 
putting pucks in places where it invites physical contact. We did a good 
job of establishing ourselves on that forecheck. 

“When you see your leaders getting physical, guys like Leon, Connor, 
Nuge finishing checks, I think it’s contagious and I think it pays off over 
the long haul.” 

Now, it’s not that you really want Connor McDavid to have to be throwing 
checks all over like he’s a third-line energy player. The brunt of that job 
falls to the Zack Kassians or Josh Archibalds of the lineup. But this is a 
young Kings defence and putting pressure on them on the forecheck will 
test them and force mistakes. And the veteran defensive presence of 
Anze Kopitar and Phillip Danault will make it harder to find ice in the 
neutral zone anyway. 

The added physicality isn’t costing McDavid where he matters most to 
the Oilers either – he still has four points in the first two games. 

McDavid isn’t reason 1, 2, 3, or anywhere on the list, of things to blame 
for why the Oilers haven’t met the potential a team has when it can ice 
two of the world’s top superstar players. The Oilers have had a team-
building issue for his entire tenure. 

But it is not unusual for a young offensive superstar to take a little time to 
appreciate and develop the full scope of well-rounded skills that make 
you a truly great playoff player. 

McDavid is the best in the world right now, and has been for a couple 
years. He might still be getting better if he’s not finished adding elements 
to his game. 

David Perron, St. Louis Blues 

The Blues have one of the better and deeper forward units going. Having 
nine 20-goal scorers is outstanding, and that kind of firepower helped 
them to a 27 per cent power-play success rate that ranked second in the 
league during the regular season, and it’s continued at that pace early in 
the first two games of the playoffs. 

When the Blues are talked about, the spotlight tends to be on Jordan 
Kyrou or Robert Thomas, the youngsters coming up fast who will be part 
of this for a while. Or maybe it’s Vladimir Tarasenko, a dangerous goal 
scorer who bounced back with a team-leading 34 goals this season. Or 
it’s Ryan O’Reilly, one of the best defensive centres in the game and the 
Conn Smythe winner of St. Louis’ 2019 Cup run. 

But don’t underestimate or forget David Perron. 

In that 2019 championship season, Perron finished third on the Blues in 
playoff points at even-strength and he was tied for the team lead with two 
game-winners, including one in the Stanley Cup Final. He led the team in 
shots for percentage at 5-on-5, and was one of the top four in expected 
goals percentage. When he was on the ice, St. Louis outscored the 
opposition 17-9 in those full strength situations. 

So it was a big blow last year when Perron tested positive for COVID 
right before the Blues tangled with Vegas in their first-round playoff 
match. And though the series went the full seven games, Perron never 
suited up once. He was stuck quarantining at home in his basement. 

“It was tough for sure to not play last year, but that was the situation,” 
Perron said after Game 1 of this year’s first-round series against 
Minnesota. “The worst part was not being part of the team, helping out 
however you could. I was literally going crazy. Couldn’t get out of the 
basement. The kids, I could hear them running around upstairs. Tough 
situation.” 

Since that Cup win, Perron is second to O’Reilly in playoff points per 
game and tied with him for most post-season game-winners on the 
Blues. His 29 playoff points over the past four years are tied for 27th 
across the NHL and, remember, he missed an entire series. His 0.78 
points per game rate in that span is still also top 40 in the league, 
competitive with Andrei Svechnikov, better than Steven Stamkos, Kyle 
Connor or Patrice Bergeron. 

In his first playoff game back this season, Perron showed no rust. He 
started out with a hat trick and led his team to that decisive opening-
game win. 

“Felt pretty good all day as far as nerves,” Perron said after the 4-0 win. “I 
think it’s important early on, the older guys just trying to keep calm, 
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weather the storm early on, and I think we did a good job of that, getting 
the first goal.” 

Game 2 wasn’t so great for the Blues, as Minnesota answered with a 6-2 
win to even the series. But there was Perron, on the ice for over 66 per 
cent of the 5-on-5 shot attempts, and 73 per cent of the expected goals. 
It didn’t break in his favour this time, but Perron has been one of St. 
Louis’ best so far. It’s time he got a little more attention for what he’s 
been doing for years and continues now at 33 years old. 

Entering Game 3, Perron leads the Blues with four points, which ties him 
for third overall. 

Connor Ingram, Nashville Predators 

Even though he hasn’t won a playoff game yet, the Predators’ third-string 
goalie has been one of the best stories of the early-going. 

A third-round pick of Nashville’s in 2016, Ingram has a WJC silver medal, 
in 2018-19 he led the AHL in shutouts with six in just 22 games and in 
2019-20 he was named to the second All-Star team in that league. Last 
season, things changed. 

In a 32 Thoughts column earlier this season, Elliotte Friedman wrote 
about Ingram’s decision to voluntarily enter the NHL-NHLPA Player 
Assistance Program in January 2021 (thoughts 23-27). The goalie was 
consumed by obsessive-compulsive disorder, but didn’t understand what 
the issue was at first. He was with the Predators as their taxi squad 
goalie at the time, missed the team bus one morning and showed up late. 
When he got there, he approached goalie coach Ben Vanderklok. 

“(Ben) asked, ‘What’s going on?’ I told him, ‘I can’t do this.’ I didn’t want 
to play hockey. After listening to me, he said, ‘Let’s get you on a plane, 
there’s a program for this, something in place to help.’” Friedman wrote. 
Ingram spent 40 days in the program. 

This season he returned to the AHL with a 30-17-7 record for the 
Milwaukee Admirals and a .915 save percentage. He made his NHL 
debut in October against a then-undefeated Minnesota Wild, stopping 33 
of 35 shots for the win. He got two other NHL starts in November and 
April before being thrust into playoff action with Juuse Saros on the 
sidelines. 

He came on in relief of David Rittich in Game 1 when it was already out 
of hand, and stopped 30 of 32 shots in 45 minutes. Ingram started Game 
2 and after allowing a goal on the first shot of the game, he turned aside 
the next 49 in a row before the OT winner got past him. 

Colorado outshot the Preds 51-26 and had a 21-13 advantage in high-
danger opportunities in that second game. The Avs had an expected goal 
rate of 4.64 in all situations in Game 2 and they scored just twice. 
Nashville has been blown out of the water and outclassed by the top-
seed Avs so far, but it was Ingram who kept them in the fight and 
perhaps lifted the team’s spirits for Game 3 back on home ice. 

His story is an inspiration. You’re never alone and help is there when you 
need it. 

“I’m never quick to judge people. You don’t know what they are going 
through,” Ingram told Friedman. “They could be having a bad day. I 
guarantee somewhere there’s someone going through the same things 
you are. No one should go through it alone, there’s always someone 
willing to listen and relate to you. I know it’s hard to ask for help, but that 
stigma is going away. People have to know there is no shame in asking 
for a hand.” 
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TSN.CA / Pressure on Flames forwards to generate more offence 

 

Salim Valji 

5-6 minutes 

 

Through two games in the Stanley Cup playoffs, the Calgary Flames find 
themselves in the most unfamiliar of territory: unable to score goals at 
even strength. 

During the regular season, the Flames boasted the sixth-most goals per 
game (3.55) and five-on-five goals (197), and third-most shots per game 
(35.5). Their power play was also in the top 10. 

But Calgary has just a single goal in the opening six periods of their 
series against the Dallas Stars, which came on the power play five 
minutes into the opening game. During the series, the Flames have a 
combined 35 shots on goal at five-on-five. Equally as concerning is 
where those shots are coming from. Heat maps show that most of the 
Flames shots are coming from outside the home plate area in front of the 
net.  

Flames players and staff have mentioned how well Dallas boxes out 
forwards in front of their net – a big reason Calgary has not been able to 
score at even strength yet. 

“If I stand there beside you, are you gonna try and get around me or am I 
just gonna keep you there,” Flames head coach Darryl Sutter said on 
Friday. “That’s the difference. It’s not any different if you put skates on.” 

When asked if it was a matter of will or tactical adjustment, Sutter said 
that it was a bit of both. 

“You still have to have a shoot mindset,” he said. “You can’t try and pass 
through four guys.” 

This series was billed as a matchup between the league’s most 
productive lines. Calgary’s Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk, and 
Elias Lindholm combined for 124 goals and 301 points during the regular 
season, while the Dallas line of Jason Robertson, Joe Pavelski, and 
Roope Hintz combined for 105 goals and 232 points. With last change 
and the ability to dictate matchups, Sutter chose to have Gaudreau’s line 
against the Stars’ Michael Raffl and Luke Glendening. 

“Just gotta score, gotta bear down and put the puck in the net, starting 
with myself,” Gaudreau said after Game 2.  

“It’s playoff hockey – it’s not easy to score goals in the first place, let 
alone playing a team like this that plays extremely defensive,” added 
Flames forward Tyler Toffoli. “We have to find a way to dig deep. Our 
goal was to go into Dallas and win two games anyway, so it doesn’t really 
change our mindset, I don’t think. We have to go there and be prepared 
to play in game three and just try to take control of the series again.” 

To be successful, Calgary will have to get more shots on net and limit 
their turnovers.  

In Game 2, Calgary had 16 missed shots to Dallas’ six. Calgary also had 
21 turnovers to Dallas’ eight, including the reliable Noah Hanifin coughing 
up the puck for the game’s opening goal. 

“He’s a veteran guy,” Sutter said of Hanifin. “He’s got to play with 
composure. That’s what we count on, to play with composure. He does 
and he will.” 

Dallas head coach Rick Bowness changed his lines for Game 2, splitting 
up Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn to provide more balance. This Stars’ 
core has several playoff runs under its belt and is embracing an all-in 
mentality as it attempts to upset the Pacific Division champions. 

“You’re not going to beat that team with 10 guys going and 10 guys not 
going,” head coach Rick Bowness said after the victory. “We weren’t 
happy with our game in Game 1. But we had no passengers tonight. We 
had everyone buying in and that’s the only way you’re going to beat this 
team.” 
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For the Flames, avoiding that upset starts with Sutter getting more out of 
his top guys – specifically in front of the net. 

SPARKS OFF THE FIRE 

-Jon Klingberg has emerged as the series’ villain, at least in the eyes of 
Flames’ fans. After calling out Rasmus Andersson for “acting tougher 
than he is” and saying the Flames’ blueliner would be a target here on 
out, Klingberg was booed every time he touched the puck in the second 
game. 

-This series is shaping up as a coming-out party for Jake Oettinger, who 
has been superb in the crease for the Stars. After starting the season in 
the minors, he’s become a key piece for Dallas and the second-youngest 
goalie in Stars franchise history to record a playoff shutout. “Everyone’s 
all in for this team and this playoff run,” he said after the win. Oettinger 
has not allowed a goal in nearly 115 minutes. 

-Dallas certainly upped their physicality in Game 2. After getting outhit 34 
to 20 in the opening contest, they outhit Calgary 36-35 two nights later. 

-Leading the Calgary Flames in ice time per game are the usual suspects 
(Hanifin, Chris Tanev, Lindholm). Fourth is Erik Gudbranson, who has 
been one of the best depth signings in the league on the third pairing with 
Nikita Zadorov. He’s also become a major part of the Flames’ culture. 
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TSN.CA / Quiet captains Tavares, Stamkos look for breakthrough 

 

Mark Masters 

7-9 minutes 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning (optional) skated at 
Amalie Arena on Friday.  

John Tavares has not been on the ice for a five-on-five goal by the Leafs 
in the series. He also hasn't been on the ice for a goal against.  

"I think 200-foot game is the big focus for me," the 31-year-old centre 
said, "knowing the team you're up against and the game breakers that 
they have. I want to continue to find ways to generate more and 
breakthrough but, overall, five-on-five has been tight." 

Another factor: the first two games of the series have been dominated by 
special teams play.  

"It's probably been the two most penalized games we've had all season," 
said Lightning centre Steven Stamkos, who's also seeking his first even-
strength point. "There hasn't been a lot of five-on-five, to be honest, so it 
disrupts the flow of things." 

During the first two games of the series, the Leafs looked to match 
Auston Matthews against Tampa's top line of Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov 
and Ondrej Palat. 

"It's certainly a challenge," Stamkos said. "You're talking about an MVP-
calibre player and then Mitch Marner too is right up there in that 
conversation probably. It's a little bit of a different mindset when you're on 
the ice against those guys. I mean, you're conscious of trying not to turn 
the puck over and trying not to make mistakes. That's the matchup that 
they went with most of the time in Toronto and now we got to take 
advantage of home ice." 

It's expected that Jon Cooper will use his shutdown trio of Anthony Cirelli 
between Brayden Point and Alex Killorn to combat Toronto's top line. 
That likely means Tavares and Stamkos will see a lot of each other.   

Tavares will be reunited with William Nylander on the second line. 
Nylander is also looking to get on the board in five-on-five play.  

"John and Will will likely have a tougher matchup defensively," said Leafs 
coach Sheldon Keefe, "but offensively there will be more opportunities. 
But the defensive responsibility will grow ... My biggest thing for John and 
Will is to continue to focus on their defensive game and making sure 
that's tight and the offence and chances and the time in the offensive 
zone will come." 

"My role and evolution as a player has continued to happen," Tavares 
said. "Obviously [scoring] is still a big part of my game, but I know the 
way to go about it and how to impact it is maybe a little different ... But, 
no doubt, you want to go out and be a difference maker and make plays 
and be coming on in that area."  

The Lightning have a lot of respect for Tavares, who has won 79 per cent 
of his draws in the series.  

"He's a pain in the ass in the faceoff circle because he wins so many, so 
they're always starting with the puck," said Cooper. "He's gritty in the 
sense that he has that really good stick so anywhere within six feet of the 
net, Tavares might get his stick on it. He's a smart player." 

"So consistent for his whole career," noted Stamkos. "That's not easy to 
do. Sometimes people take that for granted." 

Stamkos, 32, is coming off a career-best 106-point regular season.  

"His release," said Tavares when asked what stands out about his 
captain counterpart in this series. "He can really take a one timer. His 
range is as good as anybody's. He plays an up-tempo style of game and 
I think he's really shown, throughout the course of his career, that his 
playmaking ability is strong as well. He competes really hard and plays to 
win." 

Quiet captains: Tavares, Stamkos aim for offensive break out 

It's been a quiet start on the scoresheet for captains Steven Stamkos and 
John Tavares to begin the series but that slow start doesn't take away 
from what each player is capable of. TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark 
Masters has more on both veterans ahead of Game 3. 

With all the penalties in the first two games, Nylander has averaged just 
16:20 of ice time, which is down from 18:16 in the regular season.  

"There's really been no rhythm to five-on-five play so that’s impacted 
both John and Will, to be honest, and that's why putting them together, 
it's a little bit easier to get them on the ice more consistently," Keefe 
noted. 

How does the addition of Nylander change the second line?  

"Willy's as dynamic a player as they come," Tavares said. "His poise and 
his skating ability, it's such a dual-threat option. Obviously, such a good 
shooter, but can see the ice really well. When you add that it obviously 
adds a different dynamic because his skill set is so strong." 

Jason Spezza will make his series debut on Friday.  

"I don't think words can describe how hard it is to watch a game when 
you're a player," the 38-year-old forward said. "It's difficult, but it's part of 
the process of being on a team. We have a great team here and we're 
going to need to use our depth throughout playoffs but, as a player, it's 
one of the hardest things to do." 

Spezza will play beside Pierre Engvall and Colin Blackwell on the fourth 
line while skating on the second power-play unit.  

"I got a lot of experience this time of year," said Spezza, who will be 
suiting up in his 93rd playoff game. "It's the best time of year to play 
hockey, so I can bring some enthusiasm to the game today and have 
some poise and also hopefully help the power play and get the line in 
good order." 
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Keefe had Wayne Simmonds and Kyle Clifford in the lineup for Game 1, 
but the pair of gritty wingers will sit out Game 3.  

"We're at a point in the series where we have to get Spezz involved," the 
coach explained. "As we forecasted the series and how things might go, 
usually when you get by the first couple of games the physicality and 
those things settle in because there's so much at stake and the teams 
know what to expect from each other." 

Right-shot defenceman Justin Holl will also make his series debut, 
replacing rookie Timothy Liljegren on the third pair alongside Mark 
Giordano.  

"We've moved our defence around all season," Keefe said. "We think it's 
important to do so. There's been times where Lily's inexperience has 
showed up a little bit. It's been a lot for him to take on here. Now, we 
come on the road, and we don't control the match-ups the same way." 

The Lightning scored three power-play goals in Game 2.  

"Hollsy has been a really big part of our penalty killing all season so all 
that pointed to us making a change," Keefe concluded.  

Holl averaged 2:38 of shorthanded ice time in the regular season, which 
was second most among Toronto's defence.  

Leafs Ice Chips: Nylander, Tavares reunite; Spezza, Holl draw in 

The Maple Leafs are shuffling things around for Game 3 tonight in 
Tampa Bay. William Nylander is returning to the second line with John 
Tavares and Jason Spezza and Justin Holl are drawing back in. Mark 
Masters has more on the moves. 

Leafs lines at Friday's skate:  

Bunting - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Anderson  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Kerfoot  

Engvall - Blackwell - Spezza  

Simmonds, Clifford  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Campbell starts  

Kallgren  

Mrazek 
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USA TODAY / NHL off-ice official leaves on stretcher after being hit by 
falling glass in Hurricanes-Bruins game 

 

Mike Brehm 

 

A celebrating TD Garden crowd quickly went silent Friday night after an 
injury to an off-ice official. 

Fans were banging on the glass after a goal by David Pastrnak gave the 
Boston Bruins a 3-1 lead against the Carolina Hurricanes with a little 

more than five minutes left in the second period of Game 3 of the Eastern 
Conference quarterfinals. 

That dislodged a large piece of glass, which fell onto the official in the 
penalty box. 

The medical staff was called to the penalty box. The glass was removed 
from the area and the official was eventually wheeled off the ice on a 
stretcher. 

Warning: Some disturbing footage  

Pastnak went over to the man as he was leaving. 

"These things are always scary for anybody ... so hopefully he's going to 
be all right," he told TNT. 

The delay lasted about seven minutes and play resumed. According to 
the Associated Press, a police officer was stationed in the penalty box 
afterward to maintain a barrier. 

Earlier in the game, linesman Jonny Murray was accidentally knocked 
down by a member of the ice-cleaning crew. He stayed in the game. 

Bruins' moves pay off in win vs. Hurricanes 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy made two big changes before Game 3. He 
reunited the Perfection Line of Pastrnak, Patrice Bergeron and Brad 
Marchand and he put Jeremy Swayman in net. 

Both paid off for a 4-2 Bruins win. The Hurricanes lead the series 2-1. 

Swayman was steady, making 25 saves. Marchand led Boston with a 
goal and two assists. It just was his second goal in the last 15 games. 

GAME 3:Jack Campbell shines, Maple Leafs beat Lightning 5-2 

NHL AWARDS:Finalists announced next week; here are out picks 

Pastrnak had a goal and an assist and Bergeron had an assist. 

"We knew that was coming," Swayman said. "They've been bringing it all 
year and they're going to show up at the big times." 

Boston's power play, which struggled down the stretch, connected twice 
and the Bruins' Charlie Coyle scored short-handed. The Hurricanes' 
power play went 0-for-5. 

"The second unit's been fine," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"They're getting their chances and their looks. The top guys got to be 
better. It's simple." 

Kirill Kaprizov has impressive goal in Wild's win 

Minnesota Wild All-Star Kirill Kaprizov got the franchise's first hat trick in 
Game 2. He scored again Friday night -- in spectacular fashion. 

Thwarted on a breakaway by Ville Husso, Kaprizov had the presence of 
mind to track down the puck and bank it in off Husso's skate before he 
was hit by St. Louis' Ivan Barbashev. 

That gave the Wild a 2-0 lead a little more than two minutes into the 
game. They won 5-1. 

The Blues, meanwhile, got bad news when defenseman Torey Krug left 
the game with a lower-body injury after hitting Minnesota's Matt Boldy. 
He didn't return. 

St. Louis just got defenseman Marco Scandella back from an injury. 
Defenseman Nick Leddy missed a second consecutive game. 

Kings coach has quick news conference after blowout 

There's really not that much to say after your team gets blown out 8-2 
and Los Angeles Kings coach Todd McLellan kept it short after Friday's 
loss to Edmonton. 
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"You know what, we can do this really quick tonight," he said. "I can 
(summarize) it all up for you and we can all go home. We weren't any 
good. We were really disappointed. We got trapped playing their game.  

"You can ask me about individuals. I'll give you the same answer for all of 
them. They weren't any good, and we have to regroup tomorrow. (Carl 
Grundstrom) didn't play because he had an injury. Anybody have anyone 
else? Good night." 

That's 24 seconds. 

The Kings trail the series 2-1. 

Saturday's games 

Panthers at Capitals, 1 p.m. ET, ESPN. Series tied 1-1 

Avalanche at Predators, 4:30 p.m ET, TNT. Avalanche lead 2-0 

Rangers at Penguins, 7 p.m. ET, TNT. Series tied 1-1 

Flames at Stars, 9:30 p.m. ET, TNT. Series tied 1-1 
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