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After Hurricanes’ loss to Bruins, here’s how coach Rod Brind’Amour may shuffle the lineup 

By Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock 

Given the uncertainty about Jordan Martinook’s injury status, 
Derek Stepan might get his first taste of the playoffs Sunday 
for the Carolina Hurricanes. One thing is certain: he’s ready 
for it. 

“It’s not an ideal situation but it’s an opportunity for me,” 
Stepan said Saturday. “I’m looking forward to it. I’m excited. 
I’m champing at the bit.” 

Watching the first three games of the playoff series, Stepan 
said, has been hard, especially for a veteran player who 
signed as a free agent with the Canes with his eyes on a 
playoff run. 

“You want to be a part of it,” he said. “It’s funny but you can 
see how regular-season versus playoff hockey how much it 
elevates and how much it changes in the importance of 
every single play. It’s a fun time to be playing hockey, that’s 
for sure.” 

Brind’Amour did not commit to Stepan playing Sunday, 
saying, “It’s up in the air.” Forward Steven Lorentz also has 
been a healthy scratch the first three games and is available. 

Other Changes? 

Brind’Amour said the Hurricanes would look at perhaps 
finding a way to get both Lorentz and Stepan into the lineup, 
which would require someone — most likely Max Domi or 
Martin Necas — to come out. Stepan’s experience and 
Lorentz’s size could both be assets the way this series has 
gone. 

But the defense appears set, even with Brendan Smith 
needing stitches on his nose and Brett Pesce laboring after 
blocking several shots on the Boston two-man advantage 
that preceded the Bruins’ power-play goal to make it 3-1. 

“It’s not like we have a ton of options,” Brind’Amour said. “But 
it’s tough because our D have played really well. That’s 
certainly not the issue back there. Whether (Lorentz) or 
(Stepan) comes in, someone has to come in for the one 

injury, do we make another switch? That’s just kind of stuff 
we’re kind of debating. I haven’t made that decision.” 

And whether Antti Raanta or Pyotr Kochetkov starts Game 4 
may depend on how practice went for Raanta on Saturday, 
with only a handful of players joining him on the ice. 

“We’re going to see how ‘Raants’ does today,” Brind’Amour 
said. “he’s going out there now. We’ll reassess everything 
when he gets back.” 

As for the special teams issues that plagued the Hurricanes 
on Friday, Brind’Amour was prepared to cut his penalty-kill 
some slack even if the power play underperformed. 

“We did a nice job killing penalties, too,” Brind’Amour said. 
“It’s just, you give too many up. Even the second one they 
got, they made nice plays, but we had the puck, we had a 
chance to get it out. It didn’t work and it was in our net. 
We’ve got to be better there. That’s the game.” 

Martinook X-Rays Negative 

Martinook was injured Friday night when Taylor Hall fell on 
his right ankle as they got tangled skating past the Boston 
bench. X-rays on the ankle were negative but Martinook is 
considered out for Game 4. 

The Bearded Rookie Goalie 

Pyotr Kochetkov might be new to the Stanley Cup playoffs 
but the rookie goalie appears to already have a nice playoff 
beard going. Or is it a playoff beard? 

According to his translator, a more-than-willing Andrei 
Svechnikov, Kochetkov said, “He doesn’t have a girlfriend 
and can be messy.” 

That answers that. 

As long as Kochetkov keeps stopping the puck, Brind’Amour 
couldn’t care less about appearances. 

“The moment isn’t too big for him,” Brind’Amour said. 
“Obviously we’re asking a lot, a ton out of him, and I think 
he’s been really solid.”
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In role reversal, Hurricanes’ Svechnikov mentoring Kochetkov, who’s 9 months older 

By Luke DeCock 

They’re the NHL’s newest comedy duo. Problem is, unless 
you speak Russian, only the two of them understand the 
really funny stuff that makes them double over laughing. By 
the time it’s been translated to English, the humor loses 
some of its zing. 

But not all of it. 

Even in another language, the goofy giddiness of a pair of 
22-year-olds having the time of their lives in the playoffs 
comes through unfiltered, especially from Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who can say with a smile or a laugh or a raised eyebrow 
what he can’t yet in English. 

Consider for a moment how far Andrei Svechnikov has 
come, to the point where he’s comfortable interpreting for 
Kochetkov, the newly arrived Russian goalie who speaks so 
little English that even basic communication with his 
defensemen is a challenge. 

His current hockey vocabulary includes “go,” “hard,” “home 
home home,” “time time,” and, pleadingly, “please?” 

So where would Kochetkov be without his teammate and 
interpreter? “My friend,” Kochetkov said in English, before 
continuing in Russian for Svechnikov to interpret. 

“He says without me he would still be at the airport,” 
Svechnikov said Kochetkov said. 

Svechnikov is playing the same role for the rookie that 
Jordan Martinook played for Svechnikov four years ago, with 
the caveat that Martinook was eight years older than 
Svechnikov, who is actually nine months younger than 
Kochetkov, and Svechnikov actually speaks the language. 

“It’s very easy,” Svechnikov said. “Especially when you know 
you’ve got Pyotr, he’s a great guy. For me to translate right 
now, it’s funny. I’m having fun right now.” 

“P, Pyotr” 

That’s how the two of them ended up doing Kochetkov’s first 
meeting with the media Saturday between Games 3 and 4 of 
their first-round series against the Boston Bruins. Standing 
with a handful of reporters in the banquet-hall lobby of a 
Boston luxury hotel with chill techno burbling in the 
background, Kochetkov was wearing a newly acquired 
Pittsburgh Pirates hat he bought because, as he said, “P, 
Pyotr,” a true adaptation to North America, since his name in 
Cyrillic script starts with a letter that looks like a staple. 

Either way, there was a lot more talk — and laughter — 
between the two of them compared to what actually came 
out in English at the end. 

For example, when Svechnikov was asked to ask Kochetkov 
about his famous AHL debut, when he yelled, maskless, at 
the entire Iowa bench, the conversation between the two 
lasted 52 seconds, with Svechnikov laughing so hard at one 
point his voice was cracking. But the answer that came out 
was considerably abridged. 

“He said he got a shot on his face or somewhere there and 
he got mad at that and whatever,” Svechnikov said. “He was 
skating by the bench. They started calling him, and he just 
got mad from that. So yeah.” 

“That’s it?” Svechnikov was asked. 

“Yeah that’s it.” 

“There was a lot more going on there.” 

“There wasn’t, I promise you.” 

Battling with Marchand 

Kochetkov seemed to have as many questions about the 
process for Svechnikov (in Russian) as any of the reporters 
had for Kochetkov (in English) at the beginning. 

Even after this introduction, there’s still so much mystery 
surrounding the goalie, only a few months arrived in North 
America and thrust into the net and the spotlight thanks to 
Antti Raanta’s injury in Game 2. He is unquestionably 
someone whose play and, for lack of a better word, antics, 
continue to raise more questions than he (or Svechnikov) 
could possibly answer. 

Like his exchange of slashes with Brad Marchand in Game 
2. Did he even know he was squaring off against one of the 
NHL’s most famous agitators? 

“He understands everything and he’s been watching the 
highlights for many years of the NHL,” Svechnikov relayed. 
“In that moment he didn’t see it was Marchand. He didn’t see 
the number. He didn’t know who was that. But he said he 
knows who’s who in the NHL for sure.” 

And did Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour say anything to 
him about that incident? 

“Yes,” Svechnikov said, not even posing the question to 
Kochetkov. “He said it to him. I can say because I know. He 
said just try to be careful with the goaltender situation we’re 
in.” 

Svechnikov knew, because Brind’Amour asked him to do the 
translating. 

Who else would? Who else could?
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A Pyotr Kochetkov Q&A, translated by Hurricanes star Andrei Svechnikov 

By Sara Civian 

BOSTON — Heading into the postseason, the Hurricanes 
had faced a mountain of adversity with their goaltending. 
First, starter Freddie Andersen suffered a left leg injury that 
left him unavailable for the first round. Then Antti Raanta had 
a minor injury at the end of the regular season, returned for 
the playoffs and got hurt in a controversial collision with 
David Pastrnak at the beginning of Game 2. 

Enter Pyotr Kochetkov, a growing cult hero. 

The Russian rookie’s English has improved since he moved 
to North America earlier this season with the Chicago 
Wolves. Teammates say he can understand them pretty well, 
and he can communicate great via text, but he’s still getting 
the hang of the speaking part. As much as this adds to the 
legend, it’s a lot to ask of Kochetkov to jump into a starting 
NHL playoff role in an unfamiliar language. 

“It’s hard to tell what he’s thinking, but he definitely is not 
nervous. The moment hasn’t been too big for him,” head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Saturday. “I think he’s done 
well. We’re asking a lot, a ton out of him, and he’s been 
solid.” 

It’s helped to have fellow countryman Andrei Svechnikov 
around. Svechnikov has acted as a translator for Kochetkov 
among his teammates and coaches, and he extended the 
role to media liaison Saturday in between games 3 and 4. 

Below is a transcription of our first conversation with 
Kochetkov, translated by Svechnikov. 

Note: This conversation has been lightly edited for clarity and 
length.  

What has the overall whirlwind of coming over to North 
America and then the NHL been like? 

He said it’s a new step to come here, new challenge for me. 
To be in the NHL, it’s my biggest dream, and to be around 
the NHL guys is a dream, for sure. 

What was he thinking when he took off his mask and 
challenged the whole Iowa bench to a fight? 

He got a shot around his face, and he got mad about that 
and by the bench … calling him, and it grew from there. 

Does he have an idea of who Brad Marchand is and his 
reputation around the league? 

He said he understands everything; he’s been watching NHL 
playoff highlights for many years. At that moment he didn’t 
see it was Marchand or the number, he didn’t know who it 
was, but he knows who’s who in the NHL, for sure. 

Did Brind’Amour say anything about that situation to him? 

I don’t need to translate this one because I know. 
(Brind’Amour) said just try to be careful, (especially) with the 
Canes’ goalie situation right now. 

What’s it been like for Kochetkov to have you here and able 
to translate for him? 

Kochetkov, hugging Svechnikov: My friend. 

Svechnikov: He said without him, I would still be at the 
airport right now. 

A lot of communication goes on during a game with the 
defensemen moving the puck. How has that been so far? 

He said it’s very hard but he tries to communicate with them 
and figure out everything. 

What words can he use with defensemen? 

Kochetkov: Go, fire, home, time, please. 

How has it been for you, Andrei? 

It’s very easy, especially when you’ve got Pyotr. He’s a great 
guy. Even right now, it’s funny; I’m having fun right now. It 
reminds me of when I came to North America and I didn’t 
speak English. It was pretty hard. I do my best for him as 
well. 

What’s it been like working with goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder? 

He said it’s been very awesome to work with him; he gives 
him lots of advice. They’ve been texting for a few years, and 
Kochetkov said he likes him a lot. Every day they’re going to 
get to know more and more about each other. 

Is that a playoff beard or a regular beard? 

He said he doesn’t have a girlfriend, so he can be a mess 
right now, a little bit. 

Anything he has to adjust to playing in North America as 
opposed to playing at home? 

Kochetkov: Speak English. And traffic. 

What is his relationship with Hurricanes scout, former NHL 
player and countryman Sergei Samsonov like? 

He said whenever he doesn’t have me and wasn’t in the 
NHL, Sergei helped him very much. They’re always on the 
phone with each other and can talk about whatever, so it’s 
been awesome. 

What is his favorite part of America so far? 

The atmosphere around hockey has been incredible. 

Off-day notes 

• Raanta might be available for Game 4. “We’re going to see 
how Raants does today,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s going out 
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there right now, and we will reassess everything when he 
comes back.” 

• Jordan Martinook left Game 3 with a lower-body injury, and 
Brind’Amour said he “looked pretty rough” after the game. 
My guess is Derek Stepan will draw in, but Brind’Amour said 
it’s “still up in the air.”

 

 

 

Category 5: P is for Pyotr; Hurricanes’ Stepan eyes possible return in Game 4 

Carolina has decisions to make in goal and up front when 
they face the Bruins on Sunday 

By Cory Lavalette 

BOSTON — The Hurricanes will play a Game 4 matinee 
Sunday and hope to leave Boston one game away from 
eliminating the Bruins and advancing to the second round of 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Let’s dive right into it. 

1. No, Pyotr Kochetkov isn’t a Pittsburgh Pirates fan. His 
gray baseball cap emblazoned with the MLB team’s white 
logo has a much simpler explanation. 

“P,” the 22-year-old rookie Russian goalie said while pointing 
to his hat during his first media availability on Saturday’s off 
day between Games 3 and 4 in Boston. “Pyotr.” 

Just like his choice in ball caps, Kochetkov is trying to keep 
things simple during his crash course in being an NHL 
goalie. 

“It’s a new step to come here in North America,” Kochetkov 
said through his de facto interpreter, Andrei Svechnikov. “It’s 
a new challenge for me.” 

Keeping it simple has been hard in quite a few ways, 
however. 

“Speak English,” he said, on his own, was among his 
troubles. 

“Traffic,” he added, presumably talking about the type you 
find in front of an NHL net and not the kind on the Beltline. 

Then Svechnikov translated one more tidbit. 

“Catch the puck.” 

The rookie has done a good job at stopping the puck in his 
first five NHL appearances. And despite dropping his first 
game in Friday’s 4-2 Game 3 loss in Boston, he was all 
smiles and laughs Saturday. 

“To be in the NHL, it’s my biggest dream,” he said via 
Svechnikov. “Just to be around the NHL guys, it’s a dream.” 

He’s also been lucky to have Svechnikov, who is about nine 
months younger than Kochetkov but has served as his big 
brother in the opening weeks of his NHL journey. 

“My friend,” Kochetkov said with a big smile. 

“He said without me,” Svechnikov added, “he’d be still in the 
airport.” 

Svechnikov has also embraced his new role as translator 
and guide to NHL life. 

“It’s very easy,” Svechnikov said, “especially when you’ve got 
Pyotr. He’s a great guy. And it’s actually easy — like to 
translate right now, it’s funny and I’m having fun right now. 

“I was talking with someone yesterday, and it reminds me 
when I came to North America and didn’t speak English. It 
was pretty hard. So I do my best for him.” 

2. Coach Rod Brind’Amour didn’t commit to a starting goalie 
for Sunday’s Game 4. Antti Raanta, who backed up Friday 
and “could have played” despite being dinged up, worked on 
the ice again Saturday with the players who didn’t play in 
Game 3. 

“We’re gonna see how Rants does today,” Brind’Amour said. 
“He’s going out there right now. So (we’ll) kind of reassess 
everything once everybody comes back.” 

Brind’Amour is confident in Kochetkov if he decides to go 
back to the rookie for Game 4. 

“He definitely is not nervous,” Brind’Amour said. “The 
moment hasn’t been too big for him. I think he’s done well, 
and obviously we’re asking a lot out of him — a ton out of 
him. And I think he’s been really solid.” 

3. The other decision Brind’Amour will have to make is who 
will play for Jordan Martinook, who was injured after getting 
tangled up with Taylor Hall in Game 3. Brind’Amour has used 
the same lineup among his skaters through three games, 
and defenseman Ethan Bear along with forwards Steven 
Lorentz and Derek Stepan have been healthy scratches. 

“We’ve talked about everything,” Brind’Amour said. “We only 
have two other options. It’s not like there’s a ton of options. 
But I think it’s tough. Our D has played really well — that’s 
certainly not an issue back there. 
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“Whether Lorrie or Stepper come in, someone has to come 
in for the one injury. Do we make another switch? That’s the 
stuff that we’re kind of debating, but I haven’t made that 
decision.” 

4. Stepan is certainly itching to get back in if he gets the call 
after closing the regular season with points in his last three 
games. 

“It’s probably not an ideal situation,” Stepan said of jumping 
into the series after not playing the first three games, “but it’s 
an opportunity for me and I’m looking forward to it. I’m 
excited. I’m ready to play and I’m champing at the bit.” 

Stepan has been praised by Brind’Amour for his 
professionalism after he was in and out of the lineup, playing 
58 games this season. Stepan suggested he has maybe put 
on a brave face. 

“He’s being nice,” Stepan said of Brind’Amour’s compliment. 
“I’ve handled it as best as I could. I think it’s never easy, but 
the situation — it was what it was. And when I was in the 
lineup, I felt like I was playing well, so that was all I could 
control. 

“And that was kind of the message that Roddy kept bringing 
to me. It’s just continue to control that, and it was definitely 
something that I had to learn some techniques to kind of 
keep myself mentally in a good spot. Nothing’s changed and 
here we are again. Hopefully I get the chance.” 

Stepan last played in the playoffs in the 2020 NHL bubble 
with Arizona, registering a goal and an assist in the Coyotes’ 
4-1 series loss to Colorado. 

But he hasn’t tasted the postseason with fans in a while. If he 
plays Sunday, it will be one day shy of five years since he 
last played in a playoff game in a packed building, when his 
Rangers lost at home in Game 6 of the second round of the 
2017 playoffs to Ottawa. 

“It’s mostly excitement for me, and I’m looking forward to 
having some fun.” 

In 106 career playoff games, Stepan has 20 goals and 34 
assists for 54 points. He’s one of five players on the 
Hurricanes who have previously played in a Stanley Cup 
Final, coming two wins shy of winning a title when the 
Rangers lost to Los Angeles in Game 6 on defenseman Alec 
Martinez’s double-overtime goal. Stepan played 31:40 for 
that game, the most of any New York forward. 

Stepan, at age 31, says the fire to win a Cup hasn’t burned 
any brighter from when he was a younger player. 

“I don’t think it’s changed at all,” he said of his desire to be 
crowned a champion. “I just think it’s just one of those things 
where you only get so many opportunities to have a chance 
at it to begin with, and you don’t take it for granted. But I 
don’t think it’s changed. 

“I think the want has always been there from Day 1, and the 
drive is always there. It hasn’t changed as I’ve gotten older. 
It’s the same that it was my first few years.” 

5. The magic number for the Hurricanes on Sunday: 30 

When Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman has faced 30 or more 
shots in a game this season, he’s 5-6-2. In the 28 games he 
faced fewer than 30 shots, he’s 18-8-1. That doesn’t mean 
the rookie is incapable of a big performance. He stopped 
more than 34 shots in a game three times this season, all 
wins. Two of them were shutouts, including a 42-save effort 
at Nashville in early December. 

The Hurricanes had 86 shots on goal in the first three games 
of the series, a 28.7 shots per game average that is more 
than five shots lower than their 34.1 regular season average. 
The Bruins have outshot Carolina in three consecutive 
games, something that happened to the Hurricanes just 
twice this season. 

Most of the Bruins shot generation has come from their big 
guns. David Pastrnak and Patrice Bergeron have combined 
for 35 of Boston’s 102 shots — a whopping 34.3%. 

No one on Carolina has more shots on goal than nine, with 
both Sebastian Aho and Svechnikov at that amount.
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Gold: Hurricanes-Bruins Game 4 preview 

By Adam Gold 

Normally in a series there are cliches attached to the number 
of the game. A “bounce-back” Game 2, the “all-important” 
Game 3. Then there’s Game 5, which is always “pivotal”. 
Stands to reason, too.  In a 7-game series that’s either the 
game that puts someone up 3-2, or has the chance to end 
one team’s season. 

This afternoon, the Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins 
will play a pivotal Game 4. 

Not that the Hurricanes have to win this game to win the 
series. Statistically and historically speaking, the Hurricanes 
will still have the better chance to advance even with a loss 
to the Bruins today. Teams that lose Game 4 on the road to 
bring the series even at 2-2 still have almost a 57% chance 
of eventually winning. So, this isn’t a “must-win” in that 
sense. 

But, based on how Game 3 played out, the Canes have to 
re-establish their game otherwise they will be in a world of 
trouble the balance of the series. That, in my view, is what 
makes today so important. In almost a regular season way, 
how this looks is just about as important as the final score. 

Up until the Charlie Coyle shorthanded goal the Hurricanes 
were doing exactly what they’d done for 120 minutes in 
Raleigh. Carolina was suffocating the Bruins, eliminating 
time in the neutral zone, making it difficult for Boston to get 
the puck up ice, all of the things that the Canes’ speed and 
system are designed to do. 

And honestly, Boston wasn’t handling it well. The first 135 
minutes of this series looked very similar to the 16-1 
aggregate score from the regular season. The Canes had an 
11-3 scoreboard edge after Vincent Trocheck’s second goal 
of the series midway through the first. A goal created by 
pressure deep in Boston’s end and Brendan Smith’s 
intercept of an attempted clear, leading to a quick shot and a 
rebound. 

But, when Coyle and Jake DeBrusk burned the Hurricanes 
power play late in the 1st period it created an enormous 
transfer of fuel from Carolina’s into the Bruins’ and the game 
was never the same. The Canes penalty kill was burned 
twice, once coming after surviving a minute and a half of a 5-
on-3 advantage. 

And, it was the penalty kill through two games that was so 
noticeable. Remember that the team that won the special 

teams battle won both post season series, and it was evident 
in the regular season as well. 

Carolina’s power play was abysmal. The Hurricanes are now 
2 for 17 in the series with one of the goals coming with a 2-
man edge. The Bruins aren’t lighting it on fire, but they are a 
respectable 3 for 13 plus the shorty and you’d have to admit 
that the edge goes to the Bruins. In a tight series you don’t 
have to win the special teams battle, but you can’t lose it.  In 
game 4, the Hurricanes lost it decisively. 

The Hurricanes did not practice yesterday and did not give a 
definitive word on the status of Jordan Martinook who 
suffered a lower body injury in the middle of Game 3. But, 
unless someone else is coming out of the line up – and I 
wouldn’t rule that out, entirely – the fact that Derek Stepan 
was made available to the media should give us an 
indication that he’s going to draw back into the mix. 

If so, assuming no other changes, here’s how I’d expect the 
Hurricanes to present themselves this afternoon. 

Svechnikov-Aho-Jarvis 

Teravainen-Trocheck-Necas 

Niederreiter-Staal-Fast 

Domi-Kotkaniemi-Stepan 

Slavin-DeAngelo 

Skjei-Pesce 

Smith-Cole 

Raanta 

Yes, I am expecting Antti Raanta to slide back in goal today. 
Pyotr Kochetkov played very well for the most part in Game 
3 on the Heels of his excellent performance in the second 
game of the series. But, he’d admit that the David Pastrnak 
power play goal that made the score 3-1 in the 2nd period 
was one that he should have stopped. 

Wanna bet…? 

ML: Boston -130/Carolina +110. O/U: 5.5 goals. 

Coverage begins at 11:30 on 99.9 the Fan with Storm Watch 
starring Dennis Cox. Opening face off set for just after 12:30. 
Don’t forget to follow the Canes Corner Podcast as a new 
episode drops the #MorningAfter every Hurricanes game.
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Mailbag #26: Round One Fun 

What was up with the power play last night? What's the 
difference in minor penalties? Freddie update? Dunkin' or 
Krispy Kreme? 

By Walt Ruff 

BOSTON, MA. - Happy Saturday, Caniacs. 

If there's a positive to last night's outcome at TD Garden, it's 
that the reasons the Canes were on the wrong side of the 
score at the end of the night were pretty cut and dry. There's 
no need to be searching high or low for what went wrong. 

Rod Brind'Amour and Jaccob Slavin hit the nail on the head 
post-game, saying that the team lost the special teams battle 
and the top guys have to be better. Simple as that. 

With that being said, the Canes still remain ahead in the 
series 2-1, but there's no shortage of questions after a game 
like that. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

How do you fix the power play? - @s_prevot 

First, we haven't forgotten that the power play scored twice 
in Game Two, have we? 

How do you fix what the power play was or wasn't doing last 
night? 

Speed it up. 

There was little to no execution from the top unit. The group 
looked far too lax, seemed content with moving the puck 
around the outside and then eventually attempting to get a 
shot on. 

When the Canes have had success thus far this season, it's 
quick puck movement that gets the other team moving, 
opening up lanes and then a readiness to let it fly when it 
gets to the right man. 

Whenever I think of what the power play needs to look like, I 
remember this Sebastian Aho tally from the middle of 
January (below). That's obviously the optimal execution, and 
as we have seen countless times thus far this season, the 
approach of getting the puck on and having traffic in front to 
put home a rebound also works. If you put a side-by-side of 
the below Aho goal and what transpired last night, last 
night's would look like it would be moving at .75x speed, if 
that. 

Oh, and if the 0-for-17 stint to start the month of April was not 
the time to change personnel, now isn't either. Again, the 
power play scored twice on Wednesday. 

Who do you put in with Martinook's uncertainty? - 
@isthisdarby  

My answer would be Derek Stepan. Will Brind'Amour feel the 
same way? We'll find out tomorrow. 

Steven Lorentz is a fantastic option, but Stepan is a veteran 
of the game and we all know how valuable that presence can 
be this time of year. Plus he plays well every time he gets 
back in the lineup. He finished the regular season with three 
points in three games, too! 

What determines a double-minor penalty? Raanta got injured 
in Game Two (with blood), Smith was bloody after a roughing 
last night. Why were these only two-minute penalties? - 
@MannCameron25 

Can I be honest for a second? I had to look into the whole 
blood rule myself today. 

Thanks to Shane Willis and Mike Mansicalco of Bally Sports 
South, I can tell you that only a high-sticking minor can be 
four minutes for drawing blood. Everything else has to be a 
two-minute minor or a five-minute major. Both Raanta being 
ran and Smith's elbow last night were reviewed by the 
officials and they made the call to rule both two minutes. 

That's what they decided and that's the way it goes. 

Is there any timetable for a return on Frederik Andersen? - 
@KochenJustin 

There's not. 

The last update was Friday prior to the team flight when Rod 
Brind'Amour said, "we're rehabbing the crap out of him, but 
it's taking time." 

Getting injury information, especially during the playoffs, is 
rare. There's gamesmanship and coaches don't want to 
reveal their hand. 

If I can aid in cutting some of the red tape, while also being a 
bit vague myself, when Andersen was hurt in Colorado, the 
verbiage was "he'll be reevaluated next week". Some have 
taken that as "he'll be out a week". That's obviously not the 
case, as today is now three weeks following that night in 
Denver. 

Make of that what you will. 

Do we have designated black aces this postseason? If so, 
who are they? If not, what is the reasoning there? - 
@apritch61 

Fantastic question, Alex. 

At this present time the Canes do not have any black aces. 
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For some who are wondering, what is a black ace? A player 
from either minors or juniors who joins the Canes for the 
playoffs, traveling with the team, but commonly practicing as 
a separate group in case extra depth is needed. 

By now I hope I've done a good enough job of informing 
everyone on the Jack LaFontaine situation - as he can be 
with the team because the NHL allows teams to have a third 
contracted goalie so we don't have someone off the street 
(with all due respect to regular season EBUG's) playing 
Stanley Cup Playoffs games. 

Why don't the Canes have any black aces? 

For starter's, prior to last night, they had healthy able bodies 
at the ready at both forward and defense. As we now see 
with Jordan Martinook's injury, they'll be down to one extra 
healthy forward. Does that mean someone will come up? 
Time will tell. 

Why hasn't anyone else come up? 

Because Chicago (AHL) is about to embark on a postseason 
run of their own. At this point in the season we know who the 
usual first recall suspects are going to be - Josh Leivo, 
Stefan Noesen, Andrew Poturalski. Chicago is obviously still 
holding practices, honing their game before their Round One 
series starts on Thursday night against Rockford. It's much 
more beneficial to let those guys be the top dogs for 
Chicago, as opposed to them sitting in the press box being 
the third, fourth, or fifth healthy available options for Carolina 
and not playing. 

If Chicago weren't in the playoffs, it would be a whole 
different story. Likely all three of those, and probably others, 
would be with the Canes. 

In your opinion, which Boston goalie is less better and which 
will they start tomorrow or Tuesday? - @dstafford 

Ha! A subtle jab at my stumble on Hurricanes Live on 
Monday. 

Anyways, it'll be Jeremy Swayman, at least until he loses. 
Just from my perspective, he looked a lot better and more 
comfortable than Linus Ullmark did in the first two games of 
the series. 

Although if you're looking at this as a Canes fan, Swayman 
definitely wants that Jaccob Slavin goal back from last night 

and there were a few rebound chances, so he wasn't 
completely unbeatable. 

How do you think the team will look for an afternoon game 
tomorrow? - @theudell 

Very fitting question, Pete. Great timing. 

Yell at me if you will, because yes, the regular season and 
postseason are two different things, however, if you had to 
guess what Carolina's record was in afternoon games this 
season, what would you say? 

Think about it. 

How about 11-2. 

14-2 if you consider 5 p.m. an afternoon start. 

They've come ready to go in the daytime this year. 

That's as far as I can get you though on this question. If I 
could predict the future I would go buy a Powerball ticket 
today and this would be the last article I'd ever write. 

When talking about pure plain/glazed donuts, is Krispy 
Kreme or Dunkin Donuts better? - @hadfiiw  

Okay, one last one, because I can't help myself and this is 
relevant, being in the land of Dunkin' and all. 

Can I be honest here, too? I don't know if I've ever been in a 
Krispy Kreme. I went to the Dunkin' inside TD Garden 
yesterday though. 

However, with that being said, Krispy Kreme's plain/glazed 
are better. You can mow through a couple of those at a time, 
easily. Just me? Maybe? Even if it is, I'll pretend like it's not.  

Man, y'all were EXCELLENT with the questions this week. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to each and every one of 
you that took the time to ask or read this. 

I think this is the longest mailbag of the year and I feel like I 
could've picked ten more. Wouldn't want to keep y'all too 
long though, it's Saturday and there's life to be lived. 

Plus, there's a Pyotr Kochetkov interview to finally dive into. 

See you all tomorrow at 12:30 p.m. for Game Four and then 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena for Game Five.
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Kochetkov Speaks: First NHL Interview 

Canes netminder met with members of the Raleigh media for 
the first time Saturday morning at the team hotel 

By Walt Ruff 

BOSTON, MA. - Goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov was recalled 
on an emergency basis by the Carolina Hurricanes on 
Sunday, April 17. 

After being a high draft selection (Round 2, Pick #36) and 
posting strong numbers in both the Kontinental Hockey 
League (KHL) and American Hockey League (AHL) already 
this season, the 22-year-old came to the club with much 
buzz behind him. 

Then, he won his first start with Carolina, taking the hype to a 
new level. 

The very next day he came in in relief and picked up a 
victory after Antti Raanta went down hurt. 

Then he won a third game in four days. 

Now, he's winning playoff games for the team and mixing it 
up with some of the NHL's biggest stars along the way. 

There's been a desire to get to know more about the 
seemingly wild and fearless netminder and finally, with the 
assistance of fellow Russian Andrei Svechnikov serving as 
his translator, Kochetkov was able to complete his first 
interview as a part of the team Saturday in Boston, 
answering questions for Raleigh-based media members. 

Here are some of the highlights of the 11-minute 
conversation. For the full audio, listen here. 

What's the overall experience been like? - Luke DeCock, 
Raleigh News & Observer 

Kochetkov, translated via Svechnikov: It's a new step to 
come here to North America. It's a new challenge for me. To 
be in the NHL is my biggest dream and just to be around the 
NHL guys is a dream come true. 

What was running through his mind when he was yelling at 
the Iowa Wild bench in his first North American pro game? 
- Luke DeCock, Raleigh News & Observer 

Svechnikov: He took a shot in the face and he was mad 
about that. As he was skating by the bench they called him 
an [expletive] and he got mad from that. That's it. 

Does he know the league well enough to know the reputation 
of a guy like Brad Marchand in a situation like the other 
night? - Cory Lavalette, North State Journal 

Svechnikov: He understands. He's been watching highlights 
of the NHL for many years. In that moment he didn't know it 
was Marchand, he didn't see the number. He knows who is 
who in the NHL for sure. 

Did Rod say anything to him about the incident? - Chip 
Alexander, News & Observer 

Svechnikov: He said just try to be careful because of the 
goaltending situation right now. 

What's it been like for him to have you here, translating for 
him? - Luke DeCock, Raleigh News & Observer 

Kochetkov: My friend. 

Svechnikov: He said without me, he would still be in the 
airport right now. 

What's it been like playing in the Stanley Cup Playoffs? 
Everything he hoped it would be? - Sara Civian, The Athletic 

Svechnikov: He's expected everything that's happened. He 
just wants to be here in the NHL and he just wants to play 
hard. 

How has the process of communication been with the 
defenseman, in terms of when to play, move or freeze the 
puck? - Walt Ruff, CarolinaHurricanes.com 

Svechnikov: It's very hard, but he tries to communicate to 
them and figure everything out. 

What words can he use for the defensemen? - Luke DeCock, 
Raleigh News & Observer 

Kochetkov: Go, home, time, please, look. 

What's it been like for you, Andrei? You were the young kid 
on this team, now you're like the older brother. - Luke 
DeCock, Raleigh News & Observer 

Svechnikov: It's easy. Especially with Pyotr, he's a great guy. 
For me to translate right now, it's funny. I'm having fun with it 
right now. It reminds me of when I came to North America. I 
didn't speak English and it was hard but I do my best for him. 

Where did Koochie come from? - Chip Alexander, Raleigh 
News & Observer 

Svechnikov: I actually don't know, but I think [Vincent 
Trocheck] started that one. 

What's it been like working with Goaltending Coach Paul 
Schonfelder? - Walt Ruff, CarolinaHurricanes.com 

Svechnikov: He says it's been very awesome to work with 
him. He gives him lots of advice. He said they've been 
texting for a few years now, even when he was playing back 
home. He likes him a lot and every day they're going to get 
to know more and more of each other. 

Paul and a few others have already compared him to the 
likes of Sergei Bobrovsky and Andrei Vasilevskiy, who does 
he like to model his game after? - Cory Lavalette, North 
State Journal 

Kochetkov: Alex Ovechkin. 

Svechnikov: He says he's very honored to be named along 
those guys, but he wants to be himself. He takes a look at 
videos of those guys and he's always trying to take 
something away from them. 

Is that a playoff beard or a regular beard? - Chip Alexander, 
Raleigh News & Observer 

Svechnikov: He said he doesn't have a girlfriend so he can 
be messy right now. 
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What have been the biggest challenges of coming to play in 
North America? - Cory Lavalette, North State Journal 

Kochetkov: Speaking English and traffic. 

Favorite part of America so far? - Luke DeCock, Raleigh 
News & Observer 

Svechnikov: The atmosphere around hockey.

 

Preview: Game Four at Boston 

Canes aim to head back to Raleigh up 3-1 in the series 

By Walt Ruff 

BOSTON, MA. - The Carolina Hurricanes will look to avenge 
their Game Three defeat Sunday afternoon as they take on 
the Boston Bruins at TD Garden once again. 

When: Sunday, May 8, 12:30 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App, ESPN 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

SERIES RECAPS: 

 Game One: Antti Raanta stops 35 out of 36, 
backstopping Carolina to a 5-1 win in his first career 
postseason start. 

 Game Two: Sebastian Aho, Nino Niederreiter score 
twice as Pyotr Kochetkov earns win in relief. 

 Game Three: Boston scores three special teams 
goals to claim a 4-2 victory. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Since Friday's Final Horn: As has become practice for 
Carolina thus far this series, the team held a limited skate on 
Saturday. Antti Raanta was on the ice as a part of the crew 
and at Rod Brind'Amour's media availability he said, "We're 
going to see how he does today. We're going to reassess 
everything when he comes back." As for the opposition, 
Boston held a skate on their home ice. 

Scouting The Other Side: Bruins Head Coach Bruce Cassidy 
said Saturday that he intends to dress the same 18 skaters 
and start Jeremy Swayman in net once again. Defenseman 

Hampus Lindholm was ruled out for a second consecutive 
game as a result of the hit by Andrei Svechnikov in Game 
Two. 

Taking Steps Forward: The demise of Carolina on Friday 
was their special teams, as not only did they go 0-for-5 on 
the power play, they allowed a momentum-shifting 
shorthanded goal, too. Players and coaches alike pinpointed 
it as the difference and something they hope to have better 
execution on today. 

Martinook Likely Out: Canes forward Jordan Martinook left 
Friday's Game Three during the second period with a lower-
body injury and did not return. Brind'Amour said Saturday 
morning that one of either Stepan or Lorentz would have to 
come in for the injury. He also said that the staff was 
debating on making another switch as well. 

Chatting With Coach: Along with a potential update on 
Martinook, Brind'Amour may answer questions about a 
potential starting netminder when he meets with the media at 
10:15 a.m. this morning. 

Physical Nature: The two sides have combined for 241 hits 
through three games thus far this series. Andrei Svechnikov 
leads the way for Carolina with 14, nine of them coming in 
Game Two. 

Living In The Daytime: Carolina went 11-2 in afternoon 
games during the regular season. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
white sweaters today. 

More Milestones: Sebastian Aho is one point shy of passing 
Rod Brind'Amour for the second-most points in franchise 
playoff history.
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3 Keys: Hurricanes at Bruins, Game 4 of Eastern First Round 

Carolina looks to shore up special teams; Marchand-
Bergeron-Pastrnak line remains intact for Boston 

By Amalie Benjamin 

(1M) Hurricanes at (WC1) Bruins 

12:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN, TVAS, NESN, BSSO 

Carolina leads best-of-7 series, 2-1 

The Boston Bruins will look to even the the Eastern 
Conference First Round against the Carolina Hurricanes in 
Game 4 at TD Garden on Sunday.  

Carolina won the first two games, 5-1 on Monday and 5-2 on 
Wednesday, before the Bruins won 4-2 in Game 3 at home 
Friday. It marked the first win for Boston against Carolina this 
season after being outscored 26-4 in five games dating back 
to Oct. 28. 

"We got through one game," Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy 
said. "We're still behind. We're still facing adversity. We need 
to continue to get better to get a win tomorrow." 

When Boston took the lead at 5:41 of the second period in 
Game 2 it marked its first lead against Carolina since Aug. 
19, 2020, when the Bruins clinched their first-round playoff 
series against the Hurricanes.  

"We expect them to come with a response," Boston forward 
Jake DeBrusk said. "They're a very highly motivated team. 
… This is the best I've seen them play." 

The Bruins won Game 3 after trailing 2-0 in a best-of-7 series 
for the 14th time in their history. Boston has won two series 
in 28 tries after trailing 2-0, each time in 2011, when it 
defeated the Montreal Canadiens in seven games in the 
Conference Quarterfinals and the Vancouver Canucks in 
seven games in the Stanley Cup Final. 

Teams that take a 2-1 lead in a best-of-7 series hold a series 
record of 369-158 (.700), including a 7-4 mark in the 2021 
Stanley Cup Playoffs (4-2 in 2021 R1).  

Here are 3 keys for Game 2: 

1. SECURING SPECIAL TEAMS 

Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin was blunt after Game 
3. 

"The specialty team battle is what cost us the game," he 
said.  

Carolina allowed power-play goals by Boston forwards David 
Pastrnak and Taylor Hall, and a shorthanded goal by center 

Charlie Coyle. That was enough for the Bruins to win. That 
will have to change in Game 4, in addition to the Hurricanes 
simply staying out of the penalty box.  

"Both teams had good kills going on," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We did a nice job killing penalties, too. It's 
just you give too many up. Even the second one, they made 
nice plays but we had the puck. We had a chance to get it 
out, it just didn't work. It was in our net. We've got to be 
better there. That's the game." 

2. GOALIES, GOALIES, GOALIES 

The Bruins and Hurricanes have made Stanley Cup Playoffs 
history, with multiple games in the series having opposing 
goalies making his first career playoff start.  

Boston's Linus Ullmark and Carolina's Antti Raanta each did 
so in Game 1; the Bruins' Jeremy Swayman and the 
Hurricanes' Pyotr Kochetkov each did so in Game 3. 

The question is which goalies will continue to outperform 
their experience.  

Raanta could return for Game 4, after coming out of Game 2 
with an injury. Swayman will return to the net for Game 4, 
after entering the series in Game 3 and making 25 saves on 
27 shots for his first playoff win.  

3. TOP LINE IN TIP-TOP SHAPE 

Boston appears poised to keep its top line together, with 
Pastrnak staying with Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. 
It worked in Game 3, and the Bruins will need more of the 
same as the series continues.  

Boston is 18-4 in the playoffs when each member of that line 
gets on the scoresheet.  

And Marchand mentioned after Game 3 that he felt more 
engaged than he had in some time, which was a good sign 
for the Bruins. Boston needs that trend to continue as well. 

"It's nice to see that back," Cassidy said. "I don't know if it 
ever completely left but it appeared that way for a little while. 
Only he can answer that. But whatever the case is, we need 
him to be that confident guy." 

HURRICANES PROJECTED LINEUP 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi -- Vincent Trocheck -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Derek Stepan -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Martin Necas 
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Jaccob Slavin -- Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei -- Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith -- Ian Cole 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Antti Raanta 

Scratched: Ethan Bear, Steven Lorentz  

Injured: Frederik Andersen (lower body), Jordan Martinook 
(lower body) 

BRUINS PROJECTED LINEUP 

Brad Marchand -- Patrice Bergeron -- David Pastrnak 

Taylor Hall -- Erik Haula -- Jake DeBrusk 

Tomas Nosek -- Charlie Coyle -- Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno -- Curtis Lazar -- Chris Wagner 

Mike Reilly -- Charlie McAvoy 

Matt Grzelcyk -- Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort -- Connor Clifton 

Jeremy Swayman 

Linus Ullmark 

Scratched: Anton Blidh, Trent Frederic, Josh Brown  

Injured: Hampus Lindholm (undisclosed) 

STATUS REPORT 

The Hurricanes did not practice Saturday. … Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said Stepan could replace 
Martinook, a forward who left in the second period of Game 
3. ... Brind'Amour said Carolina will look to see how Raanta 
feels before naming a starting goalie; Raanta left in the first 
period of Game 2 with an upper-body injury after taking a hit 
from Pastrnak. ... Bergeron, Marchand, Pastrnak and 
McAvoy each did not skate Saturday due to maintenance; 
each is expected to play. … Lindholm will not play, but 
Cassidy said the defenseman is "feeling better" after leaving 
in the second period of Game 2 following a hit from 
Svechnikov.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 8, 2022 

 

 

 

Stanley Cup playoffs 2022: Viewers guide to Boston Bruins-Carolina Hurricanes Game 4 on 
ESPN 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins take the ice on 
Sunday for Game 4 of their first-round playoff series (12:30 
ET, ESPN), as the Bruins hope to knot things up at two 
games apiece while the Canes are looking to bring a 3-1 
lead back home for Game 5. 

To help get you ready for the game, we've put together a 
guide on all the key players to watch for each team, including 
in-depth statistical insights from ESPN Stats & Information, 
as well as paths to victory for each club, courtesy of Kristen 
Shilton and Greg Wyshynski. Shilton and Wyshynski also 
give their final score predictions. 

The Stanley Cup playoffs return to ESPN networks in 2022: 
ESPN and ESPN2 will be broadcasting first- and second-
round games, with one conference finals series on ESPN 
and the Cup finals on ABC. 

Carolina Hurricanes at Boston Bruins 

12:30 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN 
Line: Boston -135 | Over/under: 5.5 

Hurricanes 
Leading playoff scorer: C Vincent Trocheck (two goals, two 
assists); D Tony DeAngelo (four assists); D Jaccob Slavin 
(one goal, three assists) 

Path to victory: Carolina's best players need to play like it. 
There wasn't enough star power from the Hurricanes in 
Friday's Game 3 loss, and Boston finally took advantage 
thanks to big performances from its own top-tier talents like 
David Pastrnak. Carolina did well in the series' first two 
games to limit how much space the likes of Pastrnak and 
Taylor Hall had to make plays, and after a decent first period 
on Friday, Carolina seemed to wilt when the ice tilted in 
Boston's favor. 

Successful playoff teams are most often those that can 
handle momentum swings. This is a major test for the 
Hurricanes to engage their top six again, support whichever 
netminder is in the crease through stronger positional 
defense and, ultimately, just play to their strengths from 
there. Carolina has all the tools. To put Boston on the ropes 
in this best-of-seven the Hurricanes have to wield them with 
confidence again. -- Kristen Shilton 

Insights from ESPN Stats & Information: 

 Teams that take a 2-1 lead in a best-of-seven series 
hold a series record of 369-158 (.700), including a 
7-4 mark in the 2021 Stanley Cup playoffs (4-2 in 
the first round of the 2021 playoffs). The Hurricanes 
are 3-0 in best-of-seven series when having a 2-1 
series lead and winning Game 4, and are 2-3 in 
best-of-seven series when having a 2-1 series lead 
and losing Game 4. 

 Nino Niederreiter has three goals in three games, 
currently the most among Hurricanes players during 
the playoffs. His three goals so far are the second 
most he has had in a playoff run, behind his four 
goals in 10 games with Minnesota during the 2015 
playoffs. 

 The Bruins and Hurricanes have already made 
history this series, as it became the first series in 
Stanley Cup playoffs history in which multiple 
games have opposing goaltenders each making 
their first career playoff start: Linus Ullmark (BOS) 
and Antti Raanta (CAR), who each did so in Game 
1, while Jeremy Swayman (BOS) and Pyotr 
Kochetkov (CAR) did so in Game 3. 

Bruins 
Leading playoff scorer: Brad Marchand (one goal, three 
assists) 

Path to victory: Take what happened in Game 3, rinse and 
repeat. Coach Bruce Cassidy reunited his top line of Brad 
Marchand and Patrice Bergeron with David Pastrnak. They 
produced an even-strength goal and thrived without the 
Hurricanes matching Jordan Staal's checking line to counter 
them. Staal was on the ice for 8:16 against Marchand in 
Game 2; in Game 3, with the Bruins having the last change, 
they shared the ice for only 1:30. Meanwhile, the Bergeron 
line was matched against Sebastian Aho's top line and shut 
it out. 

Beyond that, rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman needs to be as 
competent as he was in Game 3. For the third straight game, 
Carolina scored the first goal; but for the first time, the Bruins 
didn't allow a second goal within the next three minutes to 
start the snowball rolling down the hill. Strong play from the 
veterans, smart coaching and the special-teams advantage. 
Do that again, and it's an even series. -- Greg Wyshynski 

Insights from ESPN Stats & Information: 

 Marchand and Bergeron have both found the net 
during this playoff series, and are inching closer to 
the franchise record for most goals in the playoffs 
by a Bruins player (55, Cam Neely). 

 Marchand's goal in Game 3 was his 15th career 
playoff go-ahead goal. The only players with more 
in Bruins history are David Krejci (19), Rick 
Middleton (17) and Johnny Bucyk (17). 

 The Bruins have an all-time record of 114-27-17 
during the regular season when Pastrnak, 
Marchand and Bergeron all record a point. During 
the 2021-22 regular season, the Bruins had a 
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record of 19-4-1 when those three all recorded a 
point. 

Final score predictions 

Kristen Shilton: Hurricanes, 4-2 
Greg Wyshynski: Bruins, 4-3

 

 

About Last Night: On to the next 

The Carolina Hurricanes didn’t have it Friday night in Boston, 
falling 4-2 as the Bruins narrowed the Canes’ series lead.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes had their first slip up of the 
postseason Friday night in TD Garden, falling 4-2 to the 
Bruins as Boston narrowed its series deficit from 2-0 to 2-1.  

The Canes certainly didn’t have their best game, particularly 
on special teams, as the Bruins completely turned the tide of 
the first two games to regain their life in the first-round series.  

About last night: 

Special teams suffer 

With a league-best penalty kill and top-10 power play during 
the regular season, the Carolina Hurricanes didn’t often lose 
the special teams matchup.  

In the 82-game regular season, the Canes allowed more 
power play goals than they scored just 14 times. Carolina 
went 3-11 in those 14 games.  

In the first two round of this series, the Canes outscored the 
Bruins on the power play in both.  

But Friday night, the Canes’ special teams absolutely 
faltered. Boston scored two of its three goals with the man 
advantage and even added another while shorthanded, as 
the Bruins took advantage of six Carolina penalties in big, big 
ways.  

“Obviously the special teams battle is what cost us the 
game,” said Jaccob Slavin. “You give a team so many power 
plays, they have one extra guy out there. Something is 
bound to happen. Obviously they have a good power play, 
too. We’ve got to make sure that we are staying disciplined 
and not taking certain penalties. At the same time, our power 
play has got to be better.” 

The penalty kill, in complete fairness, wasn’t that terrible 
despite the two goals allowed. The first PPG goal allowed 
came after the Canes had successfully killed off 1:31 of 5-on-
3 action but just before the second penalty had been fully 
killed off. The second PPG was a lapse, as Taylor Hall got a 
tap-in on the backdoor.  

The power play though was pretty bad. In 10 minutes of time 
with the man advantage, the Hurricanes managed just three 
shots for. The Bruins had four. And while the Hurricanes had 

some scoring chances, they simply couldn’t convert anything 
on the power play.  

“They’re a good team, but we’re not executing very well,” 
said Rod Brind’Amour. “The second unit has been fine. 
They’re getting their chances and looks. But the top guys 
have to be better. It’s simple.” 

It’s obviously easier said than done, but it’s not rocket 
science: win on special teams and you’ve got a pretty good 
shot to win the game. It’s something the Canes have 
preached. It’s something the numbers support.  

The special teams were pretty good in games one and two 
for the Hurricanes, but it was the reason game three went 
the other way.  

Net-front presence 

Another thing that is easier said than done but makes all the 
difference is getting to the net front.  

Both of Carolina’s goals Friday night came with traffic in front 
of Jeremy Swayman. The first, scored by Vincent Trocheck, 
came after a heavy rebound that Trocheck helped create 
with the screen on a Brendan Smith shot.  

The Canes’ second goal was scored from far by Jaccob 
Slavin, though it was helped mightily by Jordan Staal in the 
shooting lane. While not exactly net front, Staal got in the 
way of the puck and gave Swayman more to think about.  

Carolina also had a lot of success in games one in two when 
it was able to create that traffic and cause some chaos in the 
crease. It’s what every team is trying to do, but the 
importance has been on full display so far this series.  

Nothing has changed 

While Friday night’s loss is obviously a disappointment, any 
in the playoffs is, it doesn’t really change where things 
stands.  

When you have home ice in the playoffs and handle 
business at home, the big goal on the two-game road trip is 
simply to split. That’s still possible for the Hurricanes, who 
will hopefully have Antti Raanta back for Sunday’s game in 
Boston.  

The Canes still have the series lead. They still have yet to 
lose at home. The situation hasn’t really changed that much.  
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Sure, the Hurricanes can’t sweep. But if they can fix the 
woes on special teams and win a game on Sunday, they are 

exactly where they would have wanted to be heading back 
home.

   

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261204002.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261203797.html 
https://theathletic.com/3299002/2022/05/07/carolina-hurricanes-pyotr-kochetkov-andrei-svechnikov-qa/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/category-5-p-is-for-pyotr-hurricanes-stepan-eyes-possible-return-in-game-4/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-hurricanes-bruins-game-4-preview/20271491/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-26-round-one-fun/c-333852738 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/kochetkov-speaks-first-nhl-interview/c-333854566 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-game-four-at-boston/c-333868052 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-game-4-preview/c-333861150 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33876835/stanley-cup-playoffs-2022-viewers-guide-boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes-game-4-espn 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/7/23061249/about-last-night-on-to-the-next 
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After Hurricanes’ loss to Bruins, here’s how coach Rod Brind’Amour may 
shuffle lineup 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER AND LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED MAY 07, 2022 2:30 PM 

 

Given the uncertainty about Jordan Martinook’s injury status, Derek 
Stepan might get his first taste of the playoffs Sunday for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. One thing is certain: he’s ready for it. 

“It’s not an ideal situation but it’s an opportunity for me,” Stepan said 
Saturday. “I’m looking forward to it. I’m excited. I’m champing at the bit.” 

Watching the first three games of the playoff series, Stepan said, has 
been hard, especially for a veteran player who signed as a free agent 
with the Canes with his eyes on a playoff run. 

“You want to be a part of it,” he said. “It’s funny but you can see how 
regular-season versus playoff hockey how much it elevates and how 
much it changes in the importance of every single play. It’s a fun time to 
be playing hockey, that’s for sure.” 

Brind’Amour did not commit to Stepan playing Sunday, saying, “It’s up in 
the air.” Forward Steven Lorentz also has been a healthy scratch the first 
three games and is available. 

OTHER CHANGES? 

Brind’Amour said the Hurricanes would look at perhaps finding a way to 
get both Lorentz and Stepan into the lineup, which would require 
someone — most likely Max Domi or Martin Necas — to come out. 
Stepan’s experience and Lorentz’s size could both be assets the way this 
series has gone. 

But the defense appears set, even with Brendan Smith needing stitches 
on his nose and Brett Pesce laboring after blocking several shots on the 
Boston two-man advantage that preceded the Bruins’ power-play goal to 
make it 3-1. 

“It’s not like we have a ton of options,” Brind’Amour said. “But it’s tough 
because our D have played really well. That’s certainly not the issue back 
there. Whether (Lorentz) or (Stepan) comes in, someone has to come in 
for the one injury, do we make another switch? That’s just kind of stuff 
we’re kind of debating. I haven’t made that decision.” 

And whether Antti Raanta or Pyotr Kochetkov starts Game 4 may depend 
on how practice went for Raanta on Saturday, with only a handful of 
players joining him on the ice. 

“We’re going to see how ‘Raants’ does today,” Brind’Amour said. “he’s 
going out there now. We’ll reassess everything when he gets back.” 

As for the special teams issues that plagued the Hurricanes on Friday, 
Brind’Amour was prepared to cut his penalty-kill some slack even if the 
power play underperformed. 

“We did a nice job killing penalties, too,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s just, you 
give too many up. Even the second one they got, they made nice plays, 
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but we had the puck, we had a chance to get it out. It didn’t work and it 
was in our net. We’ve got to be better there. That’s the game.” 

MARTINOOK X-RAYS NEGATIVE 

Martinook was injured Friday night when Taylor Hall fell on his right ankle 
as they got tangled skating past the Boston bench. X-rays on the ankle 
were negative but Martinook is considered out for Game 4. 

THE BEARDED ROOKIE GOALIE 

Pyotr Kochetkov might be new to the Stanley Cup playoffs but the rookie 
goalie appears to already have a nice playoff beard going. Or is it a 
playoff beard? 

According to his translator, a more-than-willing Andrei Svechnikov, 
Kochetkov said, “He doesn’t have a girlfriend and can be messy.” 

That answers that. 

As long as Kochetkov keeps stopping the puck, Brind’Amour couldn’t 
care less about appearances. 

“The moment isn’t too big for him,” Brind’Amour said. “Obviously we’re 
asking a lot, a ton out of him, and I think he’s been really solid.” 

 

News Observer LOADED: 05.08.2022 

1244449 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes’ mission in Game 4: ‘The top guys have got to be better. It’s 
that simple.’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 07, 2022 8:47 AM 

 

Bruins forward David Pastrnak had an answer Friday. 

“There’s no time for frustration in the playoffs,” Pastrnak said. “You’ve got 
to suck it up. They’re a good team and we know we are. We have to 
prove it.” 

That response from Pastrnak came after the Bruins’ morning skate 
before Game 3 of their first-round playoff series with the Canes. A more 
resounding response came later from the Bruins, who earned a 4-2 
victory at TD Garden. 

After losing the first two games of the best-of-seven series, the Bruins 
were all but in a win-or-else situation. The Canes had outscored them 10-
3 in the two games at PNC Arena. They were finishing checks, finishing 
off scoring chances, doing all the things large and small that made them 
the Metropolitan Division champions. 

The series will go back to Raleigh either tied 2-2 or with the Canes 
leading 3-1. Game 4 is that important. 

Canes defenseman Brendan Smith, bloodied Friday after taking a big hit 
along the boards from Connor Clifton, said that no one expected the 
Stanley Cup playoffs to be a smooth ride. 

“And it never will be,” Smith said. “And that’s where you have to fight your 
adversity. ... That’s why, in my opinion, it’s the hardest trophy to win. It’s 
so difficult and everything has to be like a well-oiled machine.” 

The Canes’ power play often looks like it’s leaking oil, in a sense, and 
especially Friday. Not only were the Hurricanes 0-for-5 on the power 
play, but they allowed a shorthanded goal in the first period to the Bruins’ 
Charlie Coyle that tied the score and changed everything. 

“It was tough for us tonight, the difference in the game, obviously,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Brind’Amour had no issue with rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov, who made 
his first playoff start Friday and had 24 saves. He had no issue with the 
Canes’ 5-on-5 play, which produced the goals by Vincent Trocheck in the 
first and then Jaccob Slavin in the third. 

“Clearly we know what the issue is,” Brind’Amour said. “We had a decent 
first period and then our power play gave up the shortie and they got 
some life out of it.” 

“If you give too many looks to their top guys they’re going to make you 
pay,” Brind’Amour said. 

If anything needs to change for the Canes on Friday, it’s the play of their 
first power-play unit — Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, Teuvo 
Teravainen, Vincent Trocheck and Tony DeAngelo. The skill is there, the 
puckhandling is there. The execution has been missing. 

“It’s our job to give us momentum and we didn’t do a good enough job,” 
Aho said. 

To which Brind’Amour added, “The top guys have got to be better. It’s 
that simple.” 

The Canes’ depth at forward will help Sunday. Jordan Martinook was 
injured in the second period — “He looked pretty rough in there,” 
Brind’Amour said after the game —and is questionable for Game 4. 
Either Derek Stepan or Steven Lorentz will likely be in the lineup for the 
first time in the series. 
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Hurricanes’ misfiring special teams let the Bruins off the hook. It’s a 
series now 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED MAY 07, 2022 8:37 AM 

 

It was within the realm of possibility to expect special teams to decide a 
game in this series. Who knew it would be less of the Boston Bruins 
being good than the Carolina Hurricanes being garbage? 

The momentum the Hurricanes brought to Boston evaporated not so 
much because they took a bunch of bad penalties — so often their 
downfall against the Bruins in the past — but because they performed so 
far below their own standards. When one of the NHL’s best power plays 
is a net negative, and when one of the NHL’s best penalty-kills gets flat-
out outplayed, it’s going to be tough to beat anyone in the playoffs. On 
the road or anywhere. 

The Hurricanes have less than 48 hours to mull the error of their ways 
after this 4-2 loss, a game in which they were on even terms at even 
strength and Pyotr Kochetkov gave them a chance, but were dramatically 
outplayed otherwise, both a man up and a man down. 

Of all the ways this series the Hurricanes have dominated could go south 
up north, this seemed among the least likely. It was quite untimely — let 
alone odd — to see something that’s been a bedrock strength suddenly 
become a fatal weakness. And up 1-0 early, they were on the power play 
with a chance to put the game and perhaps the series away when they 
gave the game away instead. 

The Bruins turned an ill-advised Jesperi Kotkaniemi drop pass into a 
short-handed goal and the Hurricanes failed to score on that power play 
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or any of their other five opportunities. The Bruins converted twice — 
once just after the Hurricanes managed to kill 91 seconds of two-man 
advantage thanks to a Vincent Trocheck trip — and that’s how the 
Hurricanes found themselves trailing the Bruins for the first time this 
season. 

“They’re a good team, but we’re not executing very well,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Second (power-play) unit’s been fine. 
They’re getting their chances and their looks. Top guys got to be better. 
Simple.” 

It didn’t help that the Hurricanes didn’t find it as easy to score on new 
Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman as they did on his predecessor, Linus 
Ullmark, and if the Bruins had made that switch after Game 1, this might 
be a different series than it is now. 

Still, the Hurricanes remain ahead in the series, and as good as they 
looked at home, it was always going to be difficult to translate that 
superiority to the road. This was kind of the worst-case scenario: Win 
Game 3 and lose Game 4, and the Bruins are still plying the NHL’s most 
uphill road, but this gave them some life. 

That’s only going to make Sunday afternoon more difficult, let alone 
Tuesday in Raleigh and perhaps beyond. 

“We lost the special teams battle,” Hurricanes defenseman Brendan 
Smith said. “We have to go and look at it and figure it out. That’s a lot of 
times how you win games in the playoffs. It comes down to that. Special 
teams. And the shorty’s a tough one. They got another power play (goal). 
We didn’t. It’s hard to win when you don’t get that. For us, we’re going to 
have to flush it and make sure we come back prepared. Because they’re 
a good squad. And they brought it. Have to tip your hat to them.” 

Special teams and goaltending. Smith isn’t exaggerating: Sometimes, 
that’s all that matters in the playoffs, especially when teams are this 
evenly matched, regular season and the Hurricanes’ opening command 
of this series aside. Kotchetkov was fine. Swayman was fine. The 
Hurricanes’ special teams were drastically, uncharacteristically bad. 

There was no hiding from that. 

“When we go out there and play power play, it’s our job to give us more 
momentum and I don’t think we did a good enough job today for doing 
that,” Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho said. “We’ve got to be a little 
better there, but I’m 100 percent confident we will be better.” 

The Bruins were never going to go quietly, but the Hurricanes had ample 
chances to make it harder on them than they did Friday, and it’s a missed 
opportunity they may very well come to regret. 
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A Pyotr Kochetkov Q&A, translated by Hurricanes star Andrei 
Svechnikov 

 

Sara Civian 

5-6 minutes 07/05/2022 

 

BOSTON — Heading into the postseason, the Hurricanes had faced a 
mountain of adversity with their goaltending. First, starter Freddie 
Andersen suffered a left leg injury that left him unavailable for the first 
round. Then Antti Raanta had a minor injury at the end of the regular 
season, returned for the playoffs and got hurt in a controversial collision 
with David Pastrnak at the beginning of Game 2. 

Enter Pyotr Kochetkov, a growing cult hero. 

The Russian rookie’s English has improved since he moved to North 
America earlier this season with the Chicago Wolves. Teammates say he 
can understand them pretty well, and he can communicate great via text, 
but he’s still getting the hang of the speaking part. As much as this adds 
to the legend, it’s a lot to ask of Kochetkov to jump into a starting NHL 
playoff role in an unfamiliar language. 

“It’s hard to tell what he’s thinking, but he definitely is not nervous. The 
moment hasn’t been too big for him,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Saturday. “I think he’s done well. We’re asking a lot, a ton out of him, and 
he’s been solid.” 

It’s helped to have fellow countryman Andrei Svechnikov around. 
Svechnikov has acted as a translator for Kochetkov among his 
teammates and coaches, and he extended the role to media liaison 
Saturday in between games 3 and 4. 

Below is a transcription of our first conversation with Kochetkov, 
translated by Svechnikov. 

Note: This conversation has been lightly edited for clarity and length.  

What has the overall whirlwind of coming over to North America and then 
the NHL been like? 

He said it’s a new step to come here, new challenge for me. To be in the 
NHL, it’s my biggest dream, and to be around the NHL guys is a dream, 
for sure. 

What was he thinking when he took off his mask and challenged the 
whole Iowa bench to a fight? 

He got a shot around his face, and he got mad about that and by the 
bench … calling him, and it grew from there. 

Does he have an idea of who Brad Marchand is and his reputation 
around the league? 

He said he understands everything; he’s been watching NHL playoff 
highlights for many years. At that moment he didn’t see it was Marchand 
or the number, he didn’t know who it was, but he knows who’s who in the 
NHL, for sure. 

Did Brind’Amour say anything about that situation to him? 

I don’t need to translate this one because I know. (Brind’Amour) said just 
try to be careful, (especially) with the Canes’ goalie situation right now. 

What’s it been like for Kochetkov to have you here and able to translate 
for him? 

Kochetkov, hugging Svechnikov: My friend. 

Svechnikov: He said without him, I would still be at the airport right now. 

A lot of communication goes on during a game with the defensemen 
moving the puck. How has that been so far? 

He said it’s very hard but he tries to communicate with them and figure 
out everything. 

What words can he use with defensemen? 

Kochetkov: Go, fire, home, time, please. 

How has it been for you, Andrei? 

It’s very easy, especially when you’ve got Pyotr. He’s a great guy. Even 
right now, it’s funny; I’m having fun right now. It reminds me of when I 
came to North America and I didn’t speak English. It was pretty hard. I do 
my best for him as well. 

What’s it been like working with goalie coach Paul Schonfelder? 

He said it’s been very awesome to work with him; he gives him lots of 
advice. They’ve been texting for a few years, and Kochetkov said he likes 
him a lot. Every day they’re going to get to know more and more about 
each other. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 8, 2022 

 

Is that a playoff beard or a regular beard? 

He said he doesn’t have a girlfriend, so he can be a mess right now, a 
little bit. 

Anything he has to adjust to playing in North America as opposed to 
playing at home? 

Kochetkov: Speak English. And traffic. 

What is his relationship with Hurricanes scout, former NHL player and 
countryman Sergei Samsonov like? 

He said whenever he doesn’t have me and wasn’t in the NHL, Sergei 
helped him very much. They’re always on the phone with each other and 
can talk about whatever, so it’s been awesome. 

What is his favorite part of America so far? 

The atmosphere around hockey has been incredible. 

Off-day notes 

• Raanta might be available for Game 4. “We’re going to see how Raants 
does today,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s going out there right now, and we 
will reassess everything when he comes back.” 

• Jordan Martinook left Game 3 with a lower-body injury, and 
Brind’Amour said he “looked pretty rough” after the game. My guess is 
Derek Stepan will draw in, but Brind’Amour said it’s “still up in the air.” 
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Bruins’ Derek Forbort spends his time in the line of fire 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff 

Updated May 7, 2022, 6:30 p.m. 

 

To take a puck off the stick, turn around, take another puck off the foot, 
then turn back around and take another puck off the exact same foot — 
so hard that it knocks you to the ice and leaves you hobbling back to your 
feet just to finish a penalty kill shift — you have to be wired differently. 

That wiring started for Derek Forbort as a young player in Duluth, Minn. 

“Growing up in Duluth, we had a bantam coach who was kind of a nut 
job,” Forbort recalled. “And I remember him shooting real pucks at us in 
practice, working on fronting shots. So from there, it just kind of became 
kind of second nature, I guess.” 

He remembered watching Matt Greene with the Los Angeles Kings — 
and later played alongside of him — and absorbing the way he embraced 
giving up his body for the team. 

“He was just an animal, the way he played and blocked shots,” Forbort 
said. “He was kind of someone I tried to model my game after.” 

Forbort throws himself in the line of fire for a living. But despite the 
damage he takes on a nightly basis, he brushes it off as part of the job. 
He carved out an old identity as a defensive-minded player but it 
flourished in the season he spent under Mike Stothers with the AHL 
Manchester Monarchs and gave him the idea that he could make a 
career out of it. 

“I’ve always kind of had a knack for the defensive side of the puck,” 
Forbort said. “My second year in the minors when I got Mike Stothers as 
a coach, when I really kind of kind of grew into my identity and who I 
needed to be as a player to play in the NHL. 

The career playoff-high nine shots that Forbort blocked Friday in the 
Bruins’ Game 3 win over Carolina showed how valuable he is to the 
Bruins. 

Most of the time the reward for that kind of night is the ice pack waiting 
for you in the dressing room. But to the Bruins, Forbort’s role is essential. 

“You have to have a certain amount of fearlessness to play that role, trust 
me,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. “You have padding, obviously, but the 
puck hurts when it hits you in certain spots. Not every time but it hurts. I 
think guys just learn to shake it off and know that that’s an asset they can 
bring that maybe other guys can’t.” 

It’s a role that players like Brandon Carlo, Chris Wagner, Kevan Miller 
have played in the past. 

“Are they wired differently? I think so,” Cassidy said. “And yet they enjoy 
it. They love eating pucks.” 

Climbing out of the hole 

Having to climb out of a 2-0 hole isn’t the situation the Bruins wanted, but 
Cassidy said they didn’t fool themselves into believing they would have 
an easy road in the playoffs. 

“A cakewalk would be awesome,” Cassidy said. “I think that’s a pipe 
dream for most teams this time of year.” 

The Bruins can even the series Sunday, but history isn’t on their side. 
They’re 1-20 in best-of-seven series when they’ve lost the first two 
games on the road. They’re 2-15 when they’ve fallen behind 2-1. 

“Our adversity came down to zero,” Cassidy said. “Big picture, we need 
to win. Some of our veteran guys have been there, so I think their words 
carry a lot of meaning. It’s not just words, they’ve been there, they’ve 
lived it. So I think guys can have a calmness about them because those 
guys have been there and experienced it.” 

At the same time, there’s recent history between the two teams. The 
Bruins knocked the Canes out of the playoffs in 2019 and 2020 and Jake 
DeBrusk believed there’s some motivation for Carolina from those two 
losses. 

“We understood that this is going to be the hardest out of the three series 
that I’ve been a part of anyways,” DeBrusk said. “We expect them to 
come with a response. They’re a very highly-motivated team. It’s one of 
those things that you remember certain things against other teams — 
playoff series that I’ve been part of for five years — and this is the best 
I’ve seen them play.” 

For Cassidy, it was inevitable that the Bruins would run into turbulence in 
the playoffs. Now it’s a matter of pushing through. 

“I don’t know when the best time is,” Cassidy said. “I’d love to experience 
it in the Stanley Cup Final. That’s our goal. But to get through it early 
here a little bit, we got through one game right. We’re still behind. So 
we’re still facing adversity, we need to to continue to get better to get a 
win tomorrow. So that’s the way I was looking at it.” 

Lindholm skates but won’t play 

Hampus Lindholm skated Saturday but won’t play Sunday in Game 4. 
Lindholm, acquired from the Anaheim Ducks before the trade deadline, 
suffered an upper-body injury in Game 2 when he took a brutal hit from 
Andrei Svechnikov. He missed Game 3 … Joe Foley, the timeout 
coordinator who was taken off the ice on a stretcher Friday when a pane 
of glass by the Bruins penalty box was shaken loose by a fan and landed 
on top of him, is recovering after being taken to the hospital for 
precautionary reasons. “Joe was released from the hospital shortly after 
being examined last night,” said NHL spokesman John Dellapina. “He’s 
home and recovering and we hope to see him back at his post later in the 
series.” 
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Sure, the stars came through, but Derek Forbort was the unsung hero of 
the Bruins’ Game 3 win over the Hurricanes 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff 

Updated May 7, 2022, 10:20 a.m. 

 

If the Bruins were favored by any betting outlets to win this series — and 
given the way they played the Hurricanes during the regular season, 
that’s doubtful — it would have been because of their star power. By 
reputation, Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand, and David Pastrnak are 
the three best players in this matchup. 

They played up to their collective bonafides in Game 3, but the Bruins 
didn’t make it a 2-1 series on the strength of that reunited top line alone. 
Yes, they were all over the scoresheet Friday night, but the Bruins’ 4-2 
victory was about more than stars shining. 

It was Derek Forbort hobbling off the ice after blocking shots. It was 
Curtis Lazar steamrolling defensemen on the forecheck. It was Jake 
DeBrusk sprawling to keep a puck out on the PK. It was the kind of all-in, 
all-out effort that was missing in Raleigh, N.C., and will be needed at 
least three more times for the Bruins to advance. 

“Commitment to the crest” was what coach Bruce Cassidy liked most. 
“We had a lot of that tonight,” he said, “and that’s why we’re back in the 
series.” 

Exhibit 1A: Forbort. 

The 30-year-old from Duluth, Minn., who signed with the Bruins to be a 
shot-blocking, penalty-killing third-pair defenseman, has been as 
advertised this season. He was worth every penny of his three-year, $9 
million contract Friday, stuffing a game-high nine shots. 

The Bruins needed Forbort’s best in light of the loss of star defender 
Hampus Lindholm to a thunderclap of a hit from Andrei Svechnikov in 
Game 2. The other two left-shot defensemen in the lineup, Matt Grzelcyk 
and Mike Reilly, are not known as penalty killers. With Lindholm out, it 
was up to Forbort to pull more than his weight on the shorthanded unit. 

He came up with six blocks on the PK, taking a few Svechnikov 
howitzers off his feet (anyone who has played defense, even in a 
recreational league, knows how painful that can be). Forbort also 
recorded a block when the Hurricanes had an extra attacker in the final 
minute. Offering a heaping helping of relief to rookie netminder Jeremy 
Swayman (first playoff start), Forbort logged 23:07, one second more 
than Charlie McAvoy, including 6:46 on the PK. 

“He’s a popular guy,” Cassidy said of Forbort. “He’s very quiet. Doesn’t 
say much. Talks about him and his dog. The simple life. He’s got 
personality when you get to know him. Guys root for guys like that.” 

Goalies do, especially. 

“I love that guy,” said Swayman, who will get the call again for Game 4. 
“Yeah, he’s the man.” 

Lazar, moved to center, was a menace on the forecheck, toppling several 
Hurricanes (game-high six hits in 15:38). He showed his wheels on a 
breakaway and drew two penalties. The Bruins got some rough-and-
tumble minutes from gritty Walpole product Chris Wagner, inserted into 
the lineup after a year in Providence and one appearance in Game 82. 

“Those are the guys that make a difference in these type of games,” 
Cassidy said. “You need your scorers to score, and your muckers and 
checkers to be physical and block shots. That’s what makes a well-run 
machine.” 

The first half of that equation, the firepower, showed up for the first time 
this series. If it’s here to stay, the Hurricanes may not like their odds. 

Bergeron, arguably the Bruins’ best player in Games 1 and 2 despite a 
tough matchup against Jordan Staal, looked even better when freed from 
the Carolina captain. Marchand was dancing with the puck, notching a 
goal and two assists. The Taylor Hall-to-Pastrnak-to-Hall goal on the 
power play made it 4-1, and brought the house down. Pastrnak nearly 
scored on a signature one-timer, ripping it off the crossbar, but he did fire 
home a wrister from his office in the left circle. 

After a sluggish finish to the regular season that saw Marchand go 11 
games without a goal and Pastrnak miss nearly three weeks because of 
a core injury, what a welcome sight. 

“We knew that was coming. They’ve been bringing it all year. They were 
going to show up at the big times,” Swayman said. “You know it’s going 
to break through. I think they’re just getting started.” 

The Bruins won the special teams battle for the first time this series by 
going 2 for 5 on the power play, and stuffing the Hurricanes on five 
penalty kills. The Bruins erased the Hurricanes’ first-period lead on a 
shorthanded goal, DeBrusk turning on the afterburners and feeding 
Charlie Coyle for a tap-in. They earned their first lead against Carolina 
since their 2020 playoff series when Marchand picked off a rimmed puck 
and banged home a Bergeron rebound. 

After the 0-for-39 disaster on the power play down the stretch, and a 1-
for-8 start in Carolina, 2 for 5 must have felt like stepping outside during 
the first 70-degree day of spring. 

“Our power play caught up to our penalty kill tonight,” Cassidy said. 

The little things, the focus — all very apparent in Game 3. With some four 
minutes remaining and Carolina hunting for a goal, Marchand took a hit 
as he dropped it back to Pastrnak for a clear. 

“It had been a little while since I felt that into a game,” Marchand said. 
“The importance of the situation we were in, it hit us all.” 

The Bruins matched the Hurricanes’ desperation, Marchand noted, and 
will need to be even better on Sunday. He expected Carolina will be. You 
can bet on it. 
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SUNDAY HOCKEY NOTES 

Here’s why the NHL should modify the overtime rules in the early rounds 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs 

 

By Kevin Paul Dupont Globe Staff 

Updated May 7, 2022, 9:17 a.m. 

 

Traditionalists out there won’t want to hear it, but the view here, 
approaching a half-century of covering the NHL, is that the time has 
come to give the working help some relief — particularly in the early 
playoff rounds — and modify the league’s century-plus practice of 
overtime marathons. 

The Penguins and Rangers opened their Round 1 matchup Tuesday 
night at Madison Square Garden, and it took Evgeni Malkin’s tip of a 
John Marino wrister to provide the winner at 5:58 of the third overtime. 

Round 1. Game 1. Triple OT. The official time mark was 105:58, ranking 
it No. 54 on Casey Kasem’s “longest playoff game” playlist. 
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The game ended at 11:48 p.m., some five hours from puck drop, and the 
sides were back on Broadway Thursday, less than 48 hours later, for 
Game 2 (Rangers, 5-2). The magic number stood at 15 for both when 
they squared off Saturday night in Pittsburgh for Game 3. 

Anyone who cares to be honest about it, and not buy into the kneejerk 
narrative that multiple OTs separates Stanley Cup play from the rest of 
the sports world, will admit that quality of play falls off by about midway 
through the first OT. Bad only gets worse as the minutes pile up — the 
two partners left to drag each other around the floor like half-dead 
marathon dancers in the 1920s and ‘30s. Yowza. 

Energy drains. Quality of play suffers. Ice conditions deteriorate. Risk of 
injury increases. Now there’s a gripping confluence of conditions. 

But yeah, tradition, baby! 

Starting Penguins goalie Casey DeSmith, by the way, left Game 1 at 9:18 
of the second OT and will be out for the rest of the playoffs because of a 
core muscle surgery. DeSmith was named the starter because No. 1 
Tristan Jarry was nursing a lower-body injury. It’s that time of year, folks. 
These guys are beat. 

“That’s what we want to see, other teams going the distance, playing way 
more than they have to, beating each other up,” Bruins forward Charlie 
Coyle said the next morning. “Overtime hockey is great in the playoffs, 
but it takes a toll on you, it does, you wake up the next day, sore and 
tired, and then you’re back at it two days later.” 

The captivating drama of it all, well, it’s just not there, at least not in the 
first round with another 6-7 weeks to go before someone is left standing 
with win No. 16. And it’s not yet there in the second round. 

Remember, this to-infinity-and-beyond overtime meat grinder dates back 
decades, to an era when it took only eight wins to clinch the Cup. Into the 
early ‘40s, clubs played a 48-game regular season, November through 
mid-March, then faced the prospect of no more than 14 playoff games. 
Sixty-two games total. 

In today’s 82-game regular season that begins in October, game No. 62 
brings clubs to the trade deadline, usually in late February. The Cup 
winner in a typical season is crowned in mid-June — possibly in Game 
No. 110 if a team is stretched the full seven in all four rounds. 

Now, as unappealing as it can be to watch exhausted players make 
sloppy plays, and goalies struggle to stand up after a save, or the ice 
wear down to the point someone could be expected to yell, “Car!”, I’d 
leave the current system in place in Rounds 3 and 4. Even then, though, 
only for series-clinching games. 

The NHL moved to the 16-win format in 1987, the mighty Edmonton 
Oilers the first to win four consecutive best-of-seven series. In ‘86, the 
Cup won that year by the Canadiens, Round 1 was still a best-of-five. 

For what it’s worth, Penguins-Rangers on Tuesday was the 17th time 
since 1987 that a first-round game reached triple OT. Five of those 
reached into a fourth or fifth OT. Of the 16 games prior to this spring, 
three of the clubs to participate went on win the Cup: Dallas (1999), 
Chicago (2015), and Tampa Bay (2020). 

OK, what to do as the alternative? Shootouts? Uh, no, they’re dreadful 
enough in the regular season. 

Instead, modeled loosely after the regular-season design, begin OT 
games in Rounds 1 and 2 with the sides skating four on four. If it remains 
tied at the 70-minute mark mark (midway through the first OT), drop 
down another gear to three on three. 

There remains the prospect games will still go to double and triple OT, 
but it’s not a very realistic prospect. All that open ice should lead to quick, 
and no less dramatic, endings. Shootouts are a gimmick. But play at four 
on four and three on three remains part of the game, and usually 
generates more fun and scoring chances. 

In fact, it’s possible the tension and entertainment factor will be even 
greater, with skaters afforded more room to create plays as the ice opens 
up because of the change in manpower. Like the regular season, the 
team awarded a power play will be allowed to add a skater. All of it has to 
be better than exhausted five-on-five play. 

Also in the final two rounds, including the conference finals and the Cup 
Final, the return to the old format in series-clinching games would bring 
back just enough touch of the old world to satisfy the traditionalists. 

It isn’t the prospect of a midnight or 1 a.m. finish that separates the 
quality of Stanley Cup play from all the rest. Longer is not more. In fact, it 
is typically less. 

Above all, what makes Cup play stand out is the intense and physical 
nature of the play, the speed and the hitting of it all. It’s the courage, the 
strength, the IQ, and conditioning. And it’s the majestic Cup itself, big and 
shiny, uniquely covered in the names of its winners and not the time on 
the clock. 

Fabian Lysell is signed and sealed, but immediate dreams aside, the 
Swedish sharpshooter is not quite ready for NHL delivery — despite his 
flashy playoff stats in the Western Hockey League. 

Lysell, the hype around his varsity arrival growing beyond anything that 
preceded even David Pastrnak in Boston, rolled up a robust 4-11—15 
line to pace the Vancouver Giants (No. 8 seed) to an upset 4-2 series win 
over Everett (No. 1 seed) in Round 1 of the playoffs. 

The Giants on Friday opened up Round 2 in Kamloops (Mark Recchi a 
Blazers co-owner) with a 1-0 loss, the same night the Bruins played 
Game 3 of their series against the Hurricanes. 

The goal-challenged sons of Bruce Cassidy sure could use someone 
with 4-11—15 scoring creds these days, but it was the right decision to 
keep Lysell incubating, particularly at this time of season. Look no further 
than the smack Wednesday night that put 6-foot-4-inch Hampus 
Lindholm on the express train to Palookaville. Lysell, 19, is 5-10 and 
about 175 pounds, his body not yet in lockstep with his game. 

“He’s got all kinds of skill, a great shot, great hockey sense — all that will 
adapt for sure,” said Bruins president Cam Neely, a Giants alum. “It’s a 
matter of whether he can handle the NHL size and pace, the rigors of it.” 

Lysell signed his entry-level deal with the Bruins last August, shortly after 
they made him the No. 21 pick in the draft. The three-year pact won’t 
begin until he leaves the amateur ranks, which could be next season if he 
and the Bruins figure it’s time to make the jump, be it to AHL Providence 
or Boston. 

Pastrnak, now one of the game’s elite goal scorers, was slightly bigger 
and stronger when the Bruins drafted him at No. 25 out of the Swedish 
Hockey League in 2014. That bit of extra heft helped him to turn pro 
immediately, although he didn’t report to Causeway Street until he put up 
better than a point per game for his first couple of months with the 
WannaB’s. 

“Look where David was, right?” noted Neely. “When he first came in, he 
realized he had to get bigger and stronger. But that happens over time 
when you mature, too. That’ll be the same kind of thing with Fabian.” 

Left winger Zack Ostapchuk, a Giants teammate and left winger, led 
Round 1 WHL scoring with 3-13—16, just a tick ahead of Lysell. 
Ostapchuk, 6-3 and 200 pounds, has a frame already more suited for the 
NHL, but at age 18, even with three years of WHL experience, the 
Senators might prefer that he stays put for next season. A big year there, 
possibly with time on Team Canada in the World Junior Championship, 
could provide a power boost into the NHL. 

The Bruins and Lysell will decide about his next steps in the offseason. 
He could go the pro route, which likely would mean starting in 
Providence, or he too could remain with the Giants. He delivered a 22-
40—62 line in 53 games in the regular season. The question will be 
whether his game grows more rapidly there, or if, say, the heavier action 
in the AHL would set him up for better success in the NHL. 
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The Bruins view Lysell first and foremost as a scorer, something they 
really haven’t drafted and developed since Pastrnak. Jake DeBrusk, 
drafted in 2015, looked headed that way, but his career arc has been 
inconsistent. 

Neely has been impressed by Lysell’s shot, his ability to score with it, his 
speed, and his overall IQ. 

“He skates well enough to be in the NHL,” Neely said. “And he sees the 
ice really well. We are optimistic and excited about his potential. He’ll 
mature naturally, but he’s also going to have to put time in the gym, add 
weight but do it right and smart. It’s not just about bulking up, but getting 
stronger.” 

Neely preferred not to draw comparisons between Lysell and other 
NHLers, be it for shooting style or scoring methods. 

“I just look, can he score goals, can he put pucks past goalies?” Neely 
said. “He’s shown that he can do that. I’ve always felt if you are a goal 
scorer, you generally find ways to score goals. Sometimes even said to 
myself, ‘How’d that go in?’ Scorers usually find a way.” 

ETC. 

More offense a welcome sight 

One significant measure in the NHL’s much-welcomed increased offense 
in 2021-22 was its huge increase in the number of games in which at 
least one team scored a minimum of five goals. The total was a record 
547 games. 

Last season, only 296 games ended with at least one team connecting 
for at least a five-spot, which placed the year-over-year increase at 84.8 
percent in such games. 

More scoring power? Yes, please. 

Full disclosure: The 84.8 percent is bloated because clubs only played a 
56-game regular season is 2020-21. The best 82-game comparison 
would be 2018-19 with 465 games in the five-or-more category, making 
the jump this season 17.6 percent. 

The 2021-22 regular season was comprised of 1,312 games, so the 547 
games of five goals or more represented 41.7 percent. On a percentage 
basis, it was the biggest slice since 1992-93, when 539 of 1,008 games 
(53.5 percent) had at least one team with five-plus goals. 

Through the first three nights of the playoffs, a team reached the five-
goal plateau in 9 of 16 games. 

Dating to 1949-50, when the six-team NHL increased its schedule to a 
total 210 games, the biggest lode with one team scoring at least five was 
61.7 percent in 1985-86 (518 of 840 games). 

The NHL’s top three scorers in that season: Wayne Gretzky (Edmonton), 
215 points; Mario Lemieux (Pittsburgh), 141; and Paul Coffey 
(Edmonton), 138. 

The Canadiens, with rookie Patrick Roy in net, won the Stanley Cup. 

Loose pucks 

Fans in Buffalo, where the Sabres just pinned up their 11th straight DNQ 
season, feel optimistic about a squad that played at a 102-point rate over 
the final two months. There hasn’t been much to be happy about in the 
Queen City, so projections at least offer promise. But not always. The 
Nordiques of the late 1980s and early ’90s often got on a run once they 
were eliminated from playoff contention, but the promised turnaround 
never materialized, even with an eye-popping string of top-end picks. To 
wit: 1988: Curtis Leschyshyn (3) and Daniel Dore (5); 1989: Mats Sundin 
(1); 1990: Owen Nolan (1); and 1991: Eric Lindros (1). Yep, three 
consecutive No. 1 picks and the Nordiques were sold and shipped off to 
Denver in the summer of 1995. Granted, they won the Cup as the 
Avalanche in the spring of ‘96, but mainly because they were gifted a 30-
year-old Roy by the Habs in December of that inaugural season. So 
tread carefully, Buffalo, unless someone wants to send along the 2022 

version of Dominik Hasek … In Ottawa, it’s an increasing fait accompli 
that the Senators will buy out the remaining three years of Colin White’s 
deal (cap hit: $4.75 million), leaving the ex-Boston College Eagle with a 
six-year payout of roughly $9.5 million. Career line to date for the 25-
year-old pivot: 224 games, 36-62—98. He put up 41 points in 2018-19, 
then signed his six-year deal off that promising season, but in part 
because of injury hasn’t been able to repeat the touch … Noting a 
“regression” in play on both sides of the puck, Red Wings GM Steve 
Yzerman last Saturday finally dismissed Jeff Blashill as bench boss. The 
same day, ex-Red Wings great Sergei Fedorov coached CSKA Red 
Army to the KHL’s Gagarin Cup with a Game 7 win (4-1) over Mettalurg 
Magnitogorsk — a rally from a 3-1 series deficit. Fedorov, who won the 
Stanley Cup with the Winged Wheels in 1997, ‘98, and 2002, could end 
up on Yzerman’s candidate list … Ex-Bruin Joakim Nordstrom opened 
the season on the CSKA roster, posted 14 points in 27 games, then 
terminated his deal in protest of Russian president Vladimir Putin’s 
military invasion of Ukraine … One from the road: With colleague Julian 
Benbow handling the digital vinyl, the playlist on the car ride back to the 
hotel late Wednesday included “Time” by the Chambers Brothers and 
Joni Mitchell’s “Woodstock,” the rendition by the master herself. The old 
guy at the wheel was near tears, even more when fellow Globe scribe 
Matt Porter looted Mitchell’s line for his column the next day, noting it 
was time for the Bruins to “get back to the Garden.” While in Raleigh it 
looked as if the Bruins used sticks made of a billion-year-old carbon. 
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Bruins notebook: Bruce Cassidy continues to shift lines 

 

Steve Conroy 

6-7 minutes 07/05/2022 

 

The Bruins may be coming off their first win in six tries against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, but the reconstruction of the team’s forward lines 
will continue going into Sunday afternoon’s pivotal Game 4 at the 
Garden. 

For Game 3, which the B’s won 4-2 on Friday to make the series 2-1 in 
Carolina’s favor, coach Bruce Cassidy reunited David Pastrnak with 
Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand, and that worked as well as could 
be hoped. For Sunday, he’ll take a look at Jake DeBrusk skating on his 
natural left wing with Charlie Coyle and Tomas Nosek while the 
struggling Craig Smith practiced on Saturday at the Garden with Taylor 
Hall and Erik Haula. 

DeBrusk and Coyle, of course, combined on what was the game-
changing – and possibly series-changing – play with the shorthanded 
goal late in the first period that tied the game up at 1-1. 

The pair hadn’t played together on a line since before DeBrusk was 
bumped up to play with Bergeron and Marchand back in late February, 
but they’ve managed to create some chemistry on special teams and in 
regular season overtimes. 

Much like the reunion of the top line – and partly because of it — pairing 
DeBrusk and Coyle seems like an idea whose time was bound to come 
sooner or later. 

“Charlie and Smitty haven’t generated a lot lately so it’s just moving a few 
guys around, maybe some new linemates, you know, we’ve done that in 
the past. We try to get back to what we think will work best in the long-
term but it’s the playoffs, right? So you stay in the moment,” said Cassidy 
on Saturday. “And they have been good on the PK together. They’ve 
been good 3-on-3 in overtime together, so they do have a little chemistry. 
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It’s something we always knew we could go to and hopefully they would 
continue on 5-on-5. Whether Jake goes to the left or the right, it would be 
his call. He’s been on the right most of the year. When you go back and 
forth, most guys can handle it if they’ve done both. He has, but that 
would be up to him because (Nosek), quite honestly, he’s been center all 
season so right/left won’t matter.” 

In DeBrusk’s first three seasons, he was pretty much glued to David 
Krejci’s side on the second line. But after his lost year during the COVID 
season of 2020-21, and then his mercurial season in 2021-22 that 
featured his much-dissected trade request, DeBrusk has suddenly 
become Mr. Versatility. He has seen time on all four lines – don’t forget, 
he did a pretty good job of mucking it up on the fourth line for a couple of 
games before getting bumped to the top line – and he’s now played on 
his off wing on both the first and second lines. 

He’s gotten to the point where getting the opportunity to play on his 
strong side doesn’t immediately light up his eyes, though he does know 
that it’s a little easier, especially in the defensive zone. On the 
Hurricanes’ first goal on Friday, he was challenged to bang Brandon 
Carlo’s chip along the boards and it wound up in the back of the B’s net. 

But at this point, DeBrusk sounds ready for anything. 

“I think I got a little bit used to the right side there. It’s been almost two 
months,” said DeBrusk. “But I think being versatile is a big part of playing 
in this league, especially for a long time. If that’s where I can help the 
team the most, that’s where I’ll play. It’s doesn’t matter. If anything, it 
gives me confidence if I have to go back to the right side. Obviously (the 
Hurricanes are) a very aggressive team on the walls, especially with their 
D pinching. It’s a little bit different in the sense of chipping pucks. But I 
think it will be good for zone entries, too.”… 

When Marchand scored on Friday, it was the first time he had shot a 
puck past a goalie since April 2, a stretch of over a month and 15 games 
(he had an empty-netter on April 26 against Florida). But he broke 
through on Friday for a goal and two assists. 

After the game he said he felt more engaged than he had in a while. 
Some of that may have had to do with being reunited with Pastrnak, but 
Cassidy feels the Garden’s vibe had a lot to do with it. 

“It’s playoff hockey in the Boston Garden, or TD Garden. And I think that 
gets you going, too. It’s that time of year. It probably helps him,” said 
Cassidy. “Scoring a goal is the icing on the cake for him to say sort of 
‘OK, I’m back.’ Brad is confident guy. Some would even call him beyond 
confident. So it’s nice to see that back. I don’t know if it ever completely 
left, but it appeared that way for a little while. Only he can answer that. 
But whatever the case may be, we need him to be that confident guy.” 

Forbort in limelight 

Players of Derek Forbort’s ilk do not get to take a lot of bows, but 
everything in the playoffs is magnified. When a player blocks nine shots 
in a game, as Forbort did on Friday, it’s going to get talked about. In 
speaking with reporters, Forbort said it’s a skill that goes way back for 
him. 

“Growing up in Duluth, we had a bantam coach who was kind of a nut-
job. He’d shoot real pucks at us in practice,” said Forbort. “From there, it 
kind of became second nature.” 

Lindholm out for Game 4 

Cassidy said that Hampus Lindholm, who suffered a possible head injury 
in Game 2 in Carolina, was “feeling better” but is out for Game 4… 

After suffering a lower body injury on Friday, Carolina’s Jordan Martinook 
is questionable for Game 4. Veteran Derek Stepan could draw in, as 
could Steve Lorentz if coach Rod Brind’Amour wanted to make another 
change… 

According to the NHL, off-ice official Joe Foley, who was conked on the 
head by a pane of Plexiglass that popped loose from fans banging on it 
after Pastrnak’s second-period goal on Friday, was released from Mass. 

General shortly after being examined. It’s hoped he’ll be back in his post 
later in the series. 
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Bruins get over important 'hurdle' in dominant Game 3 win vs. Hurricanes 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

BOSTON -- The Carolina Hurricanes have been the toughest team for 
the Bruins to score against all season, and it hasn't even been close. 

The Bruins were outscored 16-1 in three regular season games and 
beaten by a 10-2 margin over the first two matchups of their first-round 
playoff series down in Carolina. Against the 'Canes, the B's have looked 
more like a junior league team offensively than an NHL squad. 

It was fair to wonder if the Bruins were ever really going to break through 
the stingy Hurricanes defense and elite penalty kill. 

Bruins owe Game 3 win to Forbort's fantastic defense, penalty killing 

The Bruins finally accomplished that objective in Friday night's Game 3, 
and it happened in emphatic fashion. 

After giving up just the first goal for the sixth time in six games versus the 
Hurricanes this season, the floodgates opened for the B's as they scored 
four unanswered goals in a 4-2 win to trim the series deficit to 2-1. 

Scoring that many goals against a team that's dominated the Bruins all 
season not only earned Boston a much-needed victory, it should give the 
team a physcological boost as well. 

"It seems like that was a hurdle we weren't really able to get over all year 
with this team," Bruins forward Brad Marchand said. "They're extremely 
good defensively all over the ice. The way they play above guys and 
create turnovers all over the ice. 

"We really haven't been able to penetrate the way we've been able to in 
the past against teams. It feels good to put up a few goals tonight, but we 
have to prepare again the same way that we did but even better, and try 
to do it again." 

The Bruins scored in a variety of ways in Game 3. 

They got on the board with a shorthanded goal in the first period. Jake 
DeBrusk made a tremendous pass to Charlie Coyle, who beat 'Canes 
goalie Pyotr Kochetkov to tie the score. This sequence was the turning 
point in the game as Boston captured the momentum and never gave it 
back. 

The Bruins took their first lead over the Hurricanes all season when Brad 
Marchand drove to the front of the net, pounced on a loose puck and 
scored his first goal of the series. 

“When Marshy scored, that’s a big lift for us,” head coach Bruce Cassidy 
said. “We got a lead. I think that was the second goal, right? We got a 
lead for now the first time against this team since what, 2020 or 
something? It’s been a while. Now all of a sudden, we get to play a little 
more comfortable game.” 

David Pastrnak was held scoreless in the two previous games, but he 
broke through Friday night with a power-play goal to give Boston a 3-1 
lead in the second period.  

The Bruins struck again with the man advantage in the third period when 
Pastrnak and Taylor Hall completed a pretty passing sequence for an 
easy tap-in. 
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The Bruins power play was awful in April and at one point struggled 
through an 0-for-39 drought. This unit didn't show any improvement in 
Game 1, either, coming up short on all three of its opportunities and 
consistently failing to enter the attacking zone cleanly. 

Boston's recent improvement on the power play -- one goal in Game 2 
and two more in Game 3 -- is one of the most encouraging developments 
for the Original Six club over the last two games. The Bruins' puck 
movement was crisper, their zone entries were cleaner, they won more 
faceoffs and they were more aggressive in getting pucks on Carolina's 
rookie netminder.  

One area still a bit concerning for the Bruins offensively is their 5-on-5 
production. Just two of their seven goals in the series have come at 5-on-
5. The B's were actually outshot (18-17) and outscored (2-1) during 5-on-
5 action in Game 3. 

Boston's power play has been inconsistent all season and Carolina has 
the No. 1 ranked penalty kill. Scoring shorthanded also is a pretty rare 
occurrence against the 'Canes, who allowed only three such goals during 
the regular season. Therefore, the Bruins cannot rely on special teams to 
provide the bulk of their scoring. It's just not sustainable. They must 
improve 5-on-5.  

But make no mistake, seeing the puck go in the net a bunch of times 
against a team that's shut them down defensively had to feel good for the 
Bruins. They've cleared that hurdle, as Marchand said, and now the 
challenge is taking it up another level to even the series Sunday 
afternoon. 
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Bruins Daily: Bruins Finally Beat Canes; Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

Published 16 hours ago on May 7, 2022 

By Jimmy Murphy 

4-5 minutes 07/05/2022 

 

The Boston Bruins are back in their series with the Carolina Hurricanes 
after a 4-2 win in Game 3 at TD Garden. 

The Perfection Line is once again shining and leading for the Boston 
Bruins. 

That and more in the latest BHN Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Jeremy Swayman made the timely saves and the Boston Bruins 
answered the bell in Game 3 with a 4-2 win that cut the Carolina 
Hurricanes’s series lead to 2-1. It was a gut-check win for a Bruins team 
that was lost in Games 1 and 2. 

The Perfection Line of Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-David Pastrnak 
was reunited and they didn’t disappoint in Game 3. 

A scary incident occurred 14:53 into the second period of Game 3 after 
David Pastrnak scored a powerplay goal to give the Boston Bruins a 3-1 
lead. A glass pane was knocked loose and fell on the timekeeper who 
ended up getting rushed to the hospital. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: New York Islanders forward Mathew Barzal will be heading to the 
2022 IIHF World Championships in Finland. 

Pitt: Could Pittsburgh Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry return to play in his 
team’s Stanley Cup Playoffs series with the New York Rangers? 

Philly: He may not be wearing the C as he did with the Philadelphia 
Flyers, but Claude Giroux is playing like another captain for the Florida 
Panthers. 

Wash: The Washington Capitals may have lost Game 2 but they 
accomplished one goal of at least splitting on the road in the first two 
games against the Florida Panthers. Can they capitalize at home in 
Game 3 Saturday? 

FLA: Florida Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky is coming up clutch for 
the Florida Panthers. 

Detroit: The Detroit Red Wings will have an even younger roster next 
season. 

Colorado: For the best Colorado Avalanche Stanley Cup Playoffs talk, 
listen to the ‘Can’t Hear What Jeremy Is Saying’ Podcast. 

San Jose: San Jose Sharks defenseman Radim Simek is accusing the 
San Jose Sharks of lying to him about his lack of playing time this past 
season. 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: The Montreal Canadiens have the best chance at the top pick 
at the 2022 NHL Draft in Montreal and also have another first rounder. 
Did general manager Kent Hughes hint at whom they may take? 

Calgary: The Calgary Flames aren’t going to feel sorry for themselves 
after their Game 2 loss. 

NHL 

Former Boston Bruins and current St. Louis Blues defenseman Torey 
Krug left in the first period of his team’s 5-1 loss to the Minnesota Wild 
with a lower-body injury and did not return. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs‘ depth showed up in a 5-2 win over the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in Game 3. 
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‘I love that guy’: Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort blocks 9 shots in 
beastly Game 3 performance 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

6-8 minutes 07/05/2022 

 

Frozen pucks do not feel nice when they arrive with NHL velocity. Derek 
Forbort repeatedly felt that firsthand in Game 3 on Friday. 

None hurt more than the Andrei Svechnikov blast that ripped off the 
inside of Forbort’s right foot while killing a second-period roughing 
penalty on Connor Clifton. The shot dropped Forbort to his knees. 

Gregory Campbell type effort from Derek Forbort on that PK. 

The thing about killing a penalty, though, is pain is not enough to initiate 
a stoppage unless the injury is catastrophic. Referees Gord Dwyer and 
Francois St. Laurent did not classify Forbort’s situation as such. 

The only thing Forbort could do was ride it out. It was up to his 
teammates to clear the puck. That didn’t happen for 31 throbbing 
seconds. 
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“At that point, I was just trying to take up some space in the net front,” 
said the 6-foot-4, 217-pound defenseman. “Hopefully, just praying we 
could get a clear and I could get off.” 

It was the most agonizing of Forbort’s game-high nine blocks. He never 
missed a shift. 

Killing time 

In theory, every NHL player has a specialty, whether it’s Jake DeBrusk’s 
foot speed or David Pastrnak’s power-play one-timer. 

For Forbort, it is killing penalties. 

In Game 3, Forbort led all players with 6:46 of short-handed ice time. As 
of Saturday, he was averaging 4:55 of penalty-killing time per game, the 
fourth highest among postseason players. Forbort loves this part of his 
job. 

“When you kill off a penalty in the third period and you’re up a goal,” 
Forbort said earlier this season, “I think I’d rather do that than score a 
goal, to be honest with you.” 

Forbort’s man-down resume was the main reason the Bruins signed the 
ex-Jet to a three-year, $9 million contract. They needed a blue-collar left-
shot killer to complement Matt Grzelcyk and Mike Reilly. Neither is 
optimized for short-handed work. 

During the regular season, Forbort averaged 3:05 of PK time per game, 
the sixth highest in the league. He was credited with 100 blocked shots, 
No. 3 on the team behind Charlie McAvoy (130) and Brandon Carlo 
(104). 

Blocking shots, however, is just one of Forbort’s responsibilities. He is 
also tasked with picking up sticks, denying high-percentage plays, 
dislodging net-front lurkers and clearing pucks out of danger. 

In the Bruins’ PK setup, Forbort is usually the left-side presence next to 
Carlo. As such, Forbort’s primary task against the Hurricanes is to fill the 
shooting lane preferred by Svechnikov. 

The Bruins are satisfied with such one-on-one faceoffs. They are more 
worried about denying Sebastian Aho in the bumper and getting bodies 
in front of Tony DeAngelo’s point shots. 

“All year, we’ve fronted the elbow shooters,” coach Bruce Cassidy said. 
“Our D is supposed to get out there. That’s why you’ll see a lot of blocks 
probably from Carlo, for sure, because he’s a big body. And Forbort. It’s 
a bit of their job responsibility. Something they do well.” 

Forbort is also responsible for denying Svechnikov’s pass into the 
bumper. Because Forbort had placed his stick into Svechnikov’s passing 
lane to Aho, the defenseman had opened up his body to a painful shot 
block. 

Forbort, in other words, was trying to do two things at once. This is the 
nature of being a man down on the kill. 

Forbort’s foot paid the price. After the initial agony, the pain waned 
enough for Forbort to finish the game. He practiced Saturday. He thought 
nothing of it. 

“I love that guy,” Jeremy Swayman said. “He’s been doing that for us all 
year, too. Nothing new for him. He does everything for the team, for the 
crest. And it shows. Guys play hard for him. He does the same for us. 
Awesome person to have in front of you.” 

One reason the Bruins acquired Hampus Lindholm was the left-shot 
defenseman’s ability to spell Forbort on the kill. That plan went sideways 
in Game 2 following Svechnikov’s wallop. 

Lindholm did not play in Game 3. He was feeling better Saturday, per 
Cassidy, well enough to report to TD Garden. He will not play in Game 4. 

This signals more pending PK action for Forbort. He is fine with that. If it 
means blocking shots while doing so, he’s fine with that, too. 

The Bruins have a history of self-sacrifice. Gregory Campbell’s 2013 
postseason run ended when he broke his leg while blocking an Evgeni 
Malkin slap shot. Six years later, Chris Wagner’s playoffs concluded 
when he broke his wrist after stepping in front of a Justin Faulk steamer. 

“You have to have a certain amount of fearlessness to play that role,” 
Cassidy said. “Because, trust me, you have padding. But the puck hurts 
when it hits you in certain spots. Not every time. But it hurts. I think guys 
just learn to shake it off and know that’s an asset they can bring that 
other guys can’t. Some guys are naturally gifted with the puck on their 
stick and can bring value there, power-play guys. Other guys are more, 
‘PK’s important, defending’s important, that’s how I’ve got to make my 
living.’ Are they wired differently? I think so. Yet they enjoy it. They love 
eating pucks.” 

Blocks can sometimes be a deceiving statistic. A high number indicates 
more puck possession for the opponent. 

But six of Forbort’s nine blocks were on the kill. The final one was on 
Teuvo Teravainen when the Hurricanes had pulled Pyotr Kochetkov at 
the end. 

There was a reason Cassidy rolled out Forbort with McAvoy for the 
endgame situation of the Bruins’ 4-2 win Friday. He is built for such 
moments. 

“He’s one of those guys that plays the game that guys don’t want to 
play,” Brad Marchand said. “He sacrifices every night for the group. Puts 
his body in harm’s way. Those are the guys that you win with in the 
playoffs. You have to be able to have guys that are willing to put their 
bodies on the line every night and risk getting hurt every night if you want 
to go deep. He’s a huge reason. 

“He blocked some really good opportunities from that team over there. 
He has all year. He’s a reason why we’re in the position we’re in. He’s a 
big reason why we won and a huge reason why the PK was good in big 
moments. Got to give him a ton of credit. Sometimes those guys that eat 
pucks and play hard like that don’t get the credit they deserve. It’s great 
that he’s getting that recognition because you don’t win without guys like 
that.” 
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Chris Snow continues to leave his mark on the Flames, three years after 
ALS diagnosis 

 

Darren Haynes 

07/05/2022 

 

You can’t tell from his expression — the atrophy in his facial muscles, 
caused by Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), prevents him from being 
able to smile — but these days, Chris Snow has plenty of reasons to be 
happy. 

For one, Calgary is still considered to be among the favourites to win the 
Stanley Cup, despite Thursday’s 2-0 setback to the Dallas Stars in Game 
2. 

For another, through his work overseeing the club’s data department, 
along with other duties as assistant GM, Snow has had a significant 
impact on the makeup of this vaunted Flames roster. 

Lastly, and most importantly, he is still here to see it. 
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Three years after being given a year to live, Snow will commemorate the 
occasion this weekend at the team’s hotel in Dallas by going to the 
fitness centre and working out. 

It will be a symbolic moment. 

It was in the first round of the 2019 Stanley Cup playoffs, after Calgary 
opened with a split at home against the Colorado Avalanche, and after 
the team flew to Denver for Games 3 and 4, that the first symptom of 
ALS set in. At the workout room at the Ritz Carlton, Snow felt weakness 
in the outer fingers of his right hand and was unable to grasp a five-
pound barbell. 

He hoped it was maybe a pinched ulnar nerve, or perhaps a pinched 
nerve in his back that was affecting his hand, but as those possibilities 
were investigated and subsequently ruled out, concern grew. 

“Every time, when this kind of disease runs in your family, if you get a 
cramp or if something feels off in the slightest, your initial thought is, ‘Oh 
no, this could be ALS,'” recalls Snow. 

Two months later came the diagnosis of ALS, confirming Snow’s worst 
fear. He had lost his father, two uncles, and a cousin to the disease. 

“There’s always anniversaries,” says Snow. “There’s the anniversary of 
realizing that this could be ALS. There’s a diagnosis anniversary. There’s 
an anniversary of the feeding tube, of losing the muscles in my face, of 
the change in my voice. Going through those anniversaries, there are 
checkpoints that are bad memories and checkpoints that are validation of 
what I can still do. 

“Considering it was three years ago that I thought I had a real chance of 
dying — and soon — these are victories,” says Snow. 

Instead, not only does Snow continue to work full-time for the Flames, 
but you can find his fingerprints all over the club, which finished 50-21-11 
for its second-best regular season in the franchise’s 50-year history. 

When Brad Treliving got the call with the devastating news of Snow’s 
diagnosis on June 10, 2019, Snow continuing to work was the furthest 
thing from the general manager’s mind. 

“You’re going home now, you’re not worrying about all this stuff,” 
Treliving remembers thinking. 

But as tests were run and more was learned about Snow’s particular, 
less-common strain of the disease, hope surfaced in the form of a gene-
therapy trial that was entering its third phase. 

With Snow enrolled in the trial, it was time to get back to work. 

“He said, ‘Hey, I need to come in, if nothing else for my own mental 
state,'” says Treliving. “So, I was like, ‘OK, but you’re not doing 
anything!'” 

Of course, that wasn’t going to fly. 

“Not for a second,” says Snow when asked if he ever considered walking 
away from the job. “Work is a huge part of my identity. I was raised that 
way. It’s also work that I enjoy. This is not factory work that’s physically 
challenging and not all that much fun. This is engaging, it’s creative, it’s 
competitive, and it’s social.” 

But he’d have to convince his overly protective boss that he was still 
capable, which wasn’t going to be easy given Treliving’s self-admitted 
reputation for being stubborn. 

Two months later, as the two of them flew out to Newport Sports in 
Mississauga, Ont., to sign Matthew Tkachuk, Snow confronted his boss. 

“It bothered me that he was not asking for the same information as usual, 
so we’re sitting together on the plane and I said, ‘Knock it off!'” Snow 
says. “He said, ‘What?’ You didn’t ask me for the same stuff as usual. He 
said, ‘I feel bad and I shouldn’t do that.’ I said, ‘Let’s do this. For the next 
month, ask like you usually would and if it’s too much, I’ll tell you.’ And he 
said ‘OK.'” 

It’s been business as usual ever since, save for a couple of scares along 
the way that put Treliving back in protective mode. 

This past November, Snow and Treliving accompanied the Flames on 
their road trip to Montreal and Toronto. From there, the two of them were 
supposed to go on an OHL scouting trip and then go to see 2021 first-
round pick Matthew Coronato, who was playing at Harvard University. 

But things went wrong the first night. Snow had an issue resulting from 
his feeding tube and a late-night meal that came back up in the night, 
causing him to choke. 

He ended up spending three days in a Toronto hospital with aspiration 
pneumonia and a blood infection. 

A month later, it happened again, only this time at home. 

Now Snow had the shackles on again. After having his own pleas 
rejected, Chris eventually enlisted his wife, Kelsie, to lobby the GM and 
convince him that it was safe for him to keep working. 

“She texted him saying, ‘here’s what the issue was before, here is why 
it’s not an issue now. He’s fine, he’s as healthy as he’s ever going to be. 
So let him work!'” 

Shackles off again, in late March Snow travelled to Ontario to take in the 
CHL/NHL Top Prospects game. In April he made a trip to Stockton, 
Calif., to visit the Flames’ minor league team. 

“It felt really good,” says Snow. “Because honestly, in this job, you’re not 
wired for just sitting here all day. The league doesn’t happen inside this 
room. The league is out there. It’s in Ontario, it’s in Stockton. I needed to 
affirm for Brad that I could do that because he was being careful, and 
understandably.” 

Snow’s office in the Saddledome was expanded ahead of the 2021-22 
season to accommodate a couch. (Darren Haynes / The Athletic) 

One thing helping Snow perform his job to the best of his abilities is an 
office renovation, which was completed prior to this season. 

Next to Snow’s office in the Flames’ hockey operations area of the 
Saddledome is the corner office belonging to Craig Conroy, assistant 
general manager. Last summer, Conroy gave up some of his space so 
construction crews could punch out the wall and increase the size of 
Snow’s office to allow for a couch to be installed. 

Talking for an extended period while upright can pose a challenge for 
Snow because of issues with his soft palate dropping. The couch allows 
Snow to lie down and talk more easily for longer conversations. With a 
few key strokes, his computer screen can now appear on the widescreen 
TV on the wall. Whether he’s on a conference call or in a meeting with 
other staff reviewing video, he can now work more comfortably. 

This, along with other small changes that include tweaks to his computer 
setup (e.g., Snow is right-handed but now has to use his left hand), has 
allowed him to keep working effectively. 

“Tree, John Bean (Flames President and CEO), and Connie were 
awesome about it,” says Snow. 

It’s taken a bit of trial and error. In trying to find him a more comfortable 
setup, they first tried some chairs similar to what you’d find at a dentist’s 
office. 

“But we couldn’t find any chairs that tilted back far enough,” said Snow. 
“They were all 15 to 20 degrees less than I needed. Totally flat is best.” 

So eventually they settled on the couch. Right above it are framed photos 
of Snow’s two kids, Cohen and Willa, throwing off the mound at Fenway 
Park last August. 

“Our office space isn’t the greatest in the building, but his office was a 
little office,” says Treliving. “So it was just a matter of saying, ‘Hey, what 
can we do to help him perform his duties?'” 
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In his role, Snow has been integral to building the club’s data department 
into what it is today. 

“When Brad started in 2014, we sat down and he said, ‘how can we have 
the best analytics department in the league? I want to be as good at this 
as anyone,'” says Snow. “I said, ‘First we need a database’ — and for 
that you need a database architect as it’s all different code — so all the 
information can be centralized. Then put a website on top of that so Tree, 
the coaches, everyone, can interact with information that’s intended for 
them.” 

Snow’s first hire was a young man named Wells Oliver, who is the 
Director of Baseball Systems for the San Diego Padres. Snow had met 
Wells, who had a passion for hockey, while attending baseball’s winter 
meetings back in 2012 as a guest of Padres GM Josh Byrnes. Snow 
became friends with Byrnes back when Snow was covering the Red Sox 
as a beat writer and Byrnes was Boston’s assistant GM. 

“I go downstairs at the Gaylord Opryland Resort in Nashville, and there 
he is sitting cross-legged in the lobby on the floor, coding. Between the 
hockey interest and this, I said, ‘This is a guy I’ve gotta have.'” 

Snow got permission to have Oliver work 15 hours per week for the 
Flames while continuing his employment with the Padres and Calgary’s 
database began to take shape over the next few years. 

“Our database that he’s put together, it not only is the best thing in our 
league, but I think it would rival anything in sport,” says Treliving. 

The database stores anything and everything that aids management and 
the coaching staff, but what distinguishes it is the link to video. 

“You can have all the charts, graphs, and spreadsheets you want, that 
stuff on its own doesn’t mean sweet fuck all,” explains Treliving. “You 
want to study what’s important and for that, you have it tie it all together 
with video. Now you can see how it all plays out.” 

In describing the limited NHL data the public has access to, says Snow, 
“It’s like watching a hockey game, but only having the lights on in the 
arena for six seconds out of every minute.” 

Meanwhile, the Sportlogiq system feeding into the database tracks 3,600 
events per hockey game. 

“You’ll see references online to shot totals and shot locations, but that’s 
the end result in a chain of events,” explains Snow. “We have the entire 
chain starting from the loose puck that began the sequence — and both 
offensively and defensively. Defensively, it’s checking the use of your 
stick and body with respect to the puck.” 

Another way the data is used: Prior to every game, one of Snow’s staff 
puts together a data pre-scout report for the coaches, to complement the 
traditional one generated by video coach Jamie Pringle. 

“It goes through everything, both team and by individual — lineups, 
matchups, opponents’ tendencies, basically the fundamentals,” says 
Treliving. “How can they beat us? How can we beat them? What do they 
do well? How do we counteract it? What do we do well? How are they 
going to try and counteract it?” 

It’s all soaked up by the coaching staff, starting with head coach Darryl 
Sutter. He may be close to his 64th birthday, but don’t let his age fool you 
— he’s got a modern-day hockey mind. 

“He’s been awesome,” says Snow, who says it’s rare for him to log into 
the system and not see Sutter’s name at or near the top of the log of 
recent activity. “Darryl has advanced the application of data more than 
any other coach we’ve had in my 11 years here.” 

Two prime examples of how the data compiled by Snow’s team has been 
leveraged to improve the club’s personnel are the free agent signings two 
years ago of Jacob Markstrom and Chris Tanev, who had both been with 
the Vancouver Canucks prior to joining the Flames. 

The data helped separate the performance of both players from the 
performance of the team. 

“In the case of Markstrom, he’s playing on a team that gave up a lot of 
shots. Really, really high shot volume, every single night,” Snow says. 
“Given what we saw — volume, proximity/quality, his actual expected 
save percentage was outstanding consistently, year after year. So it 
wasn’t like he had one year that we latched onto, it was season after 
season. This is a player outperforming what you expected.” 

Tanev was another easy target. 

“His data shows that’s he one of the really, really elite players at carrying 
pucks, winning battles, and starting and sustaining possession. And he 
defends really well,” says Snow. 

“There was some criticism when we signed him because some of the 
relative shot stuff wasn’t terrific, but there was zero concern with us 
because that wasn’t a Chris Tanev indicator. The Chris Tanev data we 
had was excellent. Chris’s profile is so consistent year after year after 
year. The data doesn’t change. Lots of players have OK games, then 
great games, then not so good games. Every game, Chris is the same 
player,” says Snow. “The injuries were the only thing that was a concern, 
but they were all because of effort.” 

Markstrom (six years, $36-million) and Tanev (four years, $18 million) 
both signed on the same day in October 2020 and have been 
foundational pieces of the current Flames’ club. 

“When the scouts, the data group, and the background work align, then 
you feel good as you’ve checked all three boxes,” says Snow. “That 
gives Brad confidence to make a decision.  

Similar data vetting work went into assembling the team’s trade targets 
this season, which ultimately led to deals for Tyler Toffoli and Calle 
Jarnkork. 

“Toffoli and Jarnkrok were among guys that were identified over a month 
before the actual trade,” says Snow, whose team would put together 
recommendations for each role that Treliving was hunting for — second-
line right winger, third-line centre, fourth-line centre. 

Another success story this season that the data supported was Oliver 
Kylington’s sudden emergence into a top-four fixture alongside Tanev. 

“Oliver’s profile always suggested that he could do with the puck what 
he’s doing,” says Snow. “It’s just a matter of maturity. In the AHL, early 
on, he had the occasional turnover that was high risk and coaches see 
those things, so the player struggles to get another chance. But there’s 
no question, he could always skate, always carry it. Always get to it when 
it’s loose.” 

Along comes Sutter, the database power user himself, who gave him an 
opportunity and has watched him flourish. 

“His defending. His engagement defensively, managing the puck in 
certain situations. That’s maturity. Honestly, he’s a defenceman who’s 
still young. It takes a long time,” says Snow. “Kylington is more on the 
curve than behind or ahead.” 

The other key area that Snow has been intimately involved in — and it’s 
been vital in the construction of the current club — is RFA signings. 

While Treliving generally looks after the bigger contracts such as 
Tkachuk’s and Johnny Gaudreau’s, it was Snow who negotiated Elias 
Lindholm’s six-year, $29.1 million deal, Rasmus Andersson’s six-year, 
$27.3 million contract, and Dillon Dube’s three-year, $6.9 million deal. 

“I like the process a lot because it is informed by data performance,” says 
Snow. “I enjoy debating, discussing, going through that stuff. That’s the 
Boston in me, I welcome the arguing! 

“I’ll do the research. I’ll make a recommendation to Tree. I’ll say, ‘Here’s 
what I think we should do.’ He either says, ‘this is good,’ or he says that, 
‘I don’t like this’ or ‘this,’ or ‘start at here,'” says Snows. “I’ll go off and do 
it and just throughout the process, update him.” 

With two more years to go at $4.85 million AAV, Lindholm’s contract has 
turned into a highly advantageous one for the team, thanks to his 
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production. When he signed the deal, he hadn’t topped 17 goals. He 
scored 27 the next year and this past season scored a career-high 42. 

“We were looking for a fit with Johnny and (Sean Monahan). Lindy 
checked so many boxes — 200-foot details, excellent offensive-zone 
possession ability, right-side faceoffs — that we felt in that role he’d help 
them and they’d help him produce more,” Snow says. “Over time it just 
became clear that he was best at center.” 

The Andersson deal is also turning out quite nicely. With another four 
seasons to go, he’s already become a fixture on the club’s top D pairing. 

“It’s difficult to find defensemen, especially young right-shot defensemen, 
with the potential to play in all situations,” Snow explains. “Rasmus 
always had the hockey sense, poise and competitive drive to realize that 
potential. When you have players with a profile that matches the way you 
want your team to play, you’re comfortable committing.” 

Meanwhile, the way he finished the season, Dube’s deal could also end 
up paying off nicely for the team. 

“He loves playing here. He’s at the top in fitness testing every year. He 
wants to make a difference. He’s fast and can shoot. And he has 
leadership potential. Those are all attributes to bet on,” says Snow. “We 
agreed that three years was a good period of time to allow him to define 
his place in the league rather than feel the continual pressure to produce 
offense that players feel in contract years. I think that helped him this 
year, when he wasn’t scoring and when he was scratched. He had a very 
positive mindset and just focused on the process of getting better.” 

All things considered, Snow is grateful for how the last three years have 
played out. 

“With that comes gratitude, perspective, and a real hope that this is not at 
all the end  — and not close to the end.” 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.08.2022 

1244571 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / In tight Flames-Stars series, Gaudreau is under pressure 
to bury limited chances 

Joe Pavelski scored twice and Jake Oettinger made 39 saves as the 
Dallas Stars topped the Calgary Flames 4-2 in Game 3 to take a 2-1 
series lead. 

 

Eric Francis @EricFrancis 

May 8, 2022, 3:08 AM 

 

DALLAS – Blake Coleman has a prediction: his Flames are going to 
bounce back and Johnny Gaudreau will play a major role in it. 

He may want to do it soon, as the Flames have dropped two in a row in a 
tight series with Dallas they now trail 2-1. 

Gaudreau had a golden opportunity to turn things around late in 
Saturday’s 4-2 loss when he broke in alone with four minutes left in a 
one-goal game. 

An attempt to go five-hole was thwarted by Jake Oettinger, prompting a 
blunt assessment from the coach: 

“Got a breakaway with two or three minutes left, those guys got to put it 
away,” said Darryl Sutter. “That’s their job.” 

Coleman was a tad more diplomatic.   

“He’s getting looks – that was just one of many chances we probably 
could have finished on,” said the Texan. “Things get magnified based on 
the time of the game.  

“Johnny is a great player. He was a great player all year. He’s going to 
bounce back. We have all the confidence in the world in his game and 
he’s going to be a big reason why our team bounces back next game.” 

Critics raining down on Gaudreau early in these playoffs will easily gloss 
over the five shots on goal he had in the game and the sublime pass he 
made to set up Elias Lindholm early in the second period to put the 
Flames up 2-1. 

He hasn’t been awful by any stretch. 

But when time, space and chances are at a premium, it puts even more 
pressure on go-to players like him to make good on the few opportunities 
out there in a defensive battle like this. 

They don’t get any better than the situation he found himself in after Tyler 
Toffoli spun to find Gaudreau alone at the blue line for a one-on-one with 
Oettinger he’d love to have back. 

Gaudreau wasn’t the only one who might have had trouble sleeping 
afterward. Coleman’s homecoming didn’t exactly turn out as he dreamed 
it might. 

In a game in which penalties continued to be a major storyline, there sat 
Coleman in the sin bin as Joe Pavelski scored the game-winner. The 
same Pavelski who scored earlier in the evening before selling the call on 
Coleman, who tapped the winger’s glove with 11 minutes left in a 2-2 
game. 

Sutter suggested afterwards the call was made because it was Pavelski. 

“A penalty with (11) minutes left, you can’t take it,” said Coleman, who 
had 50 friends and family members in attendance at American Airlines 
Center. 

“Being a ref is one of the most difficult jobs out there. I will say, if you’re 
going to call the ticky tacky stuff with (11) minutes left you better call the 
high sticks with a couple minutes left.  You’ve got to call it both ways, in 
my opinion, if you’re going to do it that way. 

“Obviously a disappointing game, one I thought we let get away” 

Penalties continue to disrupt the Flames’ desire to roll four lines, taking 
away from their five-on-five play, which was their bread and butter all 
year.  

The Stars continue to frustrate and punish the Flames by out-hitting them 
44-23, prompting plenty of post-whistle calls the Flames know they need 
to eliminate. 

“Too many penalties, we’ve got to stay out of the box,” said Trevor Lewis, 
who tied the game 1-1 late in the first with a rebound over Oettinger the 
Stars thought came courtesy of goalie interference by Milan Lucic. (they 
lost the challenge). “The stuff after the whistles, we’ve got to cut that out.” 

The coach agreed, as his club hasn’t fared well playing four on four 
either. 

“It’s tight, there’s not a lot of room,” added Lewis, whose fourth line was 
deemed the team’s best forechecking unit by Sutter. “We’ve just got to 
dig down a little deeper and find out what we’re made of. And get those 
second and third efforts. We had chances to win the game for sure. 

“I don’t think anyone thought it was going to be easy. We know we’ve got 
a great group in there and we’ve been doing it all year. We’ve just got to 
refocus and try to win the next game.” 

While plenty of fans in Calgary are starting to wonder if this is yet another 
one of the franchise’s playoff faceplants in the making, Coleman said no 
one has lost faith in their room. 

“Our group still feels really good, really confident in our ability,” said 
Coleman, whose club outshot Dallas 41-32, but went 0-for-4 on the 
power play.  “We win one game and we’ve got home ice back, and that’s 
the goal coming in here. 
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“There’s no panic in our room. We’ve got a lot of guys that have been 
there and been in these situations and it’s seven games for a reason.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: Colorado’s power play 
pushes Predators to the brink 

 

Emily Sadler @EmmySadler 

May 8, 2022, 12:39 AM 

 

We see the same scenario play out every post-season: With the league’s 
best teams going head-to-head, the difference so often comes down to 
details — and that means special teams are on full display. 

That was a huge theme of Saturday’s NHL action, and no one put on a 
better power-play performance than the Colorado Avalanche. 

Colorado had five power-play opportunities in Saturday’s Game 3 against 
Nashville and scored on four of them. After the Avalanche struggled to 
solve Connor Ingram in Game 2, they clearly found the key in Game 3 to 
take a commanding 3-0 series lead with a 7-3 win that puts them in 
position to complete the sweep Monday night. 

Without the strength of special teams, you can’t help but wonder if this 
game might have ended quite differently, considering an injury to starter 
Darcy Kuemper saw the Avalanche need to use backup Pavel Francouz 
— especially considering Nashville’s own power-play success in the 
second period saw the Predators put two PPGs past Francouz in the 
span of less than three minutes midway through the frame. 

Controversial calls put goalie interference back in the spotlight 

Another prominent storyline popping up early and often this post-season? 
Goalie interference controversies. Less than a week into the playoffs, 
we’ve already seen several closely contested goalie-interference calls 
that could’ve gone either way. Two in particular took the spotlight on 
Saturday, drawing sharp similarities. 

In the late stages of the second period between Colorado and Nashville 
(a 3-3 game at the time that could’ve still gone either way), Gabriel 
Landeskog put one past Connor Ingram as Artturi Lehkonen stormed the 
crease. Lehkonen made contact with Ingram, who himself was not 
entirely in the blue paint at the time. 

The call on the ice was a goal, but Nashville coach John Hynes issued a 
challenge in an attempt to reverse it — a risky move that ultimately 
swayed the momentum and the score back in Colorado’s favour. The call 
on the ice stood, giving Hynes now an 0-2 record on the season when 
challenging goalie interference, and the Avalanche scored on the 
ensuing power play that resulted from Hynes’ error. 

Later Saturday, we saw a similar situation occur in Calgary. Here’s how 
the Hockey Night in Canada panel broke it all down: 

Bednar hopeful Kuemper can return after “unfortunate” eye injury 

Saturday afternoon brought a frightening scene in Nashville when Darcy 
Kuemper took a stick to the eye area and was rushed to the locker room. 

“We’ll get him further evaluated, but he’s got some swelling there,” said 
head coach Jared Bednar after the game, clarifying that the injury was 
indeed to his eye. “Obviously he was unable to return, but hopefully he’s 
doing good and is able to get back in the net.” 

Bednar said Kuemper was able to remain at the rink, and didn’t require a 
trip to the hospital. Asked if we could see the starter back in the crease 
for Game 4, Bednar said: “Possibly.” 

In what appeared to be a fluke play, Ryan Johansen’s stick slid between 
the bars just beneath the cat’s eye of Kuemper’s goalie mask during a 
net-front battle for position with Nathan MacKinnon and was pushed into 
the face of Kuemper. Kuemper appeared to be in immediate distress, 
removing his mask and going down on his way to the bench. He was 
quickly helped off the ice and ruled out for the remainder of the game 
shortly after. 

“I think their guy’s going to the net, he’s trying to cause a little chaos,” 
Bednar said of the Johansen play. “I don’t think that he intentionally tried 
to hurt him … I think it’s a hockey play, whether his stick’s in his face or 
not, he’s trying to cause some confusion and distract him a little bit. I 
don’t know exactly what happened or how it gets in there, but it’s 
unfortunate is what I think. It’s an unfortunate play.” 

Panthers’ power play continues to sputter in another uncharacteristic loss 

When Jonathan Huberdeau opened up the scoring less than three 
minutes into the first period Saturday afternoon, it felt like we might 
witness a Game 3 blowout in Washington. 

Turns out, we did — only, it wasn’t in Florida’s favour. Huberdeau’s goal 
wound up being the Panthers’ lone marker of the day as the Capitals 
controlled this one all the way. Washington scored six unanswered goals 
— including two in the second period and three in the third — while once 
again successfully shutting down Florida’s potent offence for a 6-1 victory 
to take a 2-1 series lead at home. 

Similar to what we saw from the Presidents’ Trophy winners in Game 1, 
the Panthers were never really able to get into their flow in this one, 
instead allowing frustrations to get the best of them resulting in overall 
undisciplined play. 

Speaking with reporters about his team’s performance following the loss, 
Panthers head coach Andrew Brunette said he sees a squad that is 
putting a lot of pressure on themselves. 

“It’s something they’re going to have to go through,” he said. “Obviously, I 
understand, but we’ve got to find a way to be free and maybe getting 
pounded here will kind of loosen us up a little bit.” 

It can be hard to pinpoint one particular issue when you’re dealing with a 
team that’s just not looking like themselves but in the case of the 
Panthers, one glaring culprit has been — you guessed it — the power 
play. (We love a theme here.) 

Florida finished the regular season with the league’s fifth-best power 
play, having converted 24.4 per cent of the time. But in nine opportunities 
through three games so far this post-season, including three on 
Saturday, we have yet to see the Panthers tally a power-play point. 
Washington, meanwhile, had six opportunities Saturday and converted 
on two of them — the first of which came immediately after they killed off 
a penalty, bringing a huge momentum swing to the game at the end of 
the first period. 

Samsonov captures Capitals fans’ hearts in win 

Capitals head coach Peter Laviolette turned to Ilya Samsonov to start 
Game 3 after Vitek Vanecek started the first two, and the decision 
certainly paid off. Samsonov made 29 saves on the night for his first 
career playoff win as a starter. (He went 0-3 in three post-season starts 
last spring.) 

The 25-year-old netminder’s stellar performance had fans chanting 
“Sammy! Sammy!” at the end of the game — an act that he told reporters 
afterwards nearly had him in tears. 

Penguins’ precarious play nearly loses them Game 3 

The Pittsburgh Penguins had about as good a first period as you can get 
in Game 3 against the New York Rangers on Saturday night. Evan 
Rodrigues headlined the action — he was only on the ice for 3:13 in that 
first frame, but certainly made the most of it with a pair of goals and an 
assist. The hot start, which saw the Penguins jump to an early 4-1 lead 
and chase star netminder Igor Shesterkin out of the crease, was key in 
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allowing third-stringer-turned-starter Louis Domingue to settle in, get 
comfortable, and gain a little confidence after Thursday’s loss. 

But then the second period happened. The second frame brought a full-
on reversal of momentum with the Rangers rallying back thanks to two 
quick goals, followed by a short-handed Andrew Copp marker. Heck, 
even Rodrigues almost got in on the Rangers’ goal-scoring action when a 
cross-ice blooper saw him come this close to an own-goal that would’ve 
completed an unconventional, unfortunate hat trick. 

Luckily for the home crowd — well, most of the home crowd — the 
Penguins ended the game how they started, with a trio of goals to take 
the lead. And this time, they kept it for a 7-4 victory and 2-1 series edge. 

“Phew.” – all of Pittsburgh, probably. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hyman could have gone to a quiet market. Instead, he’s in 
Edmonton — and thriving 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

May 7, 2022, 7:55 PM 

 

LOS ANGELES – We’re not sure whether Zach Hyman went from the 
frying pan into the fire or the other way around, but either way the heat 
surrounding him is intense. 

A guy who spent six seasons under the broiler in Toronto, getting roasted 
for the Maple Leafs’ traditional first-round playoff exits, might want to go 
somewhere cooler and safer to play. Instead, the winger chose the 
Edmonton Oilers. 

The Oilers, who won one playoff round the last six years with Connor 
McDavid and Leon Draisaitl? The Oilers, who followed their surprising 
run to the 2006 Stanley Cup Final by missing the playoffs the next 10 
seasons? Yes, those Oilers. 

This is the team Hyman chose last summer as a free agent. And sure, he 
will get $38.5 million over seven years, but he will also get more grill 
marks should the Oilers disappoint again. 

“There’s a tonne of parallels,” Hyman said Saturday of leaving Toronto 
for Edmonton. “First and foremost, we’re both in a Canadian market, two 
Canadian teams, and with the Stanley Cup not being in Canada for a 
long time, I think any Canadian team that makes playoffs has that extra 
pressure from the market. Just the situation of both teams having lost 
early on and having had some early mishaps. . . in the first round, I think 
the parallels are there for those. Two young teams, also young cores, 
elite superstar players, — Connor and Leon, Auston and Mitch 
(Matthews and Marner) — so, yeah, tonnes of parallels between the two. 
Just Eastern and Western. 

“I love playing in this type of market. I love going to the rink, especially in 
the playoffs. If you were there in Edmonton in Games 1 and 2, you could 
feel something. The atmosphere was unbelievable. The fans are loud, 
probably the loudest in my career. I’ve never heard fans like that. You 
want to be in a place that cares and you want to be in a place where 
when you win, it matters, it means something. The lows may be lower 
and the highs may be higher, but as a player you want to be in a market 
that truly cares.” 

In his sixth trip to the National Hockey League playoffs and first with the 
Oilers, Hyman scored twice in Friday’s 8-2 Game 3 embarrassment of 
the Los Angeles Kings, exceeding not only the single goal he scored in 
the Maple Leafs’ first-round collapse against the Montreal Canadiens last 
spring but setting a new career-high for playoff goals. 

The 29-year-old hadn’t scored more than one in any of his five attempts 
with the Leafs in the Stanley Cup tournament, which is surprising 
because the ox-strong Hyman seems built for the playoffs. The 210-
pound winger is all about winning puck battles and puck protection, 
controlling play along the boards and fighting traffic to get to the front of 
the net. 

On his second goal Friday, he simply outmuscled former Oiler Andreas 
Athanasiou to win the puck, used his body position to skate away from 
the King and then deftly scored on a forehand that made it 4-0 and 
chased Jonathan Quick from the Los Angeles net at 7:42 of the second 
period. 

“He is a puck protector, someone who gets people on his back and is 
able to grind teams down in the offensive zone just by keeping his feet 
moving, by his puck-protection skills,” Edmonton coach Jay Woodcroft 
told reporters on Saturday at the Oilers’ hotel across from the arena here. 
“I think of his goal last night. . . it was a 50/50 puck battle and he was 
just, in my opinion, more determined to win that puck. He went through 
someone’s hands and then had the ability to finish it off.” 

Hyman scored a career-high 27 goals for the Oilers this season, 
spending the first half of the year mostly with McDavid and then switching 
to Draisaitl’s line after Edmonton signed Evander Kane in January. 

Hyman also controlled 52.6 per cent of shot attempts and posted an 
expected-goals share of 53.9 per cent at five-on-five. 

“I think every player wants to elevate their game in the playoffs,” Hyman 
said. “It’s what you play for. The regular season is almost like a trial for 
the playoffs, and that’s when the real hockey starts. And you want to be a 
player that has success in those games. 

“I’ve always felt like I’ve elevated my game in the past. Maybe it hasn’t 
shown statistically, but I just want to continue to help the team win and 
keep moving forward.” 

The Oilers’ rising tide reflects the elevation of a lot of players. Kane had a 
hat trick on Friday and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, the talented by distant 
third centre behind McDavid and Draisaitl, scored twice. 

Sophomore defenceman Evan Bouchard had two assists and Cody Ceci 
had three assists, was plus-four and led the Oilers with 22:08 of ice time. 
Cody Ceci! 

No wonder Woodcroft laid an “esprits de corps” on the media to describe 
his team’s spirit and togetherness even if almost nobody, including the 
players, knew what he meant. 

The Kings are supposed to be the sum-of-its-parts entry in this first-round 
series, but the Oilers, with their depth contributions and balanced ice 
times, just trounced them 6-0 and 8-2 to take a 2-1 lead in the best-of-
seven and look the far better “team.” 

“Woody said it best: team camaraderie is everything,” Hyman said. “You 
enjoy playing with guys, you enjoy being around them and you want to 
win, you want to play as long as you can, right? It makes it that much 
better when everybody enjoys being around each other.” 

Winning by a touchdown doesn’t hurt, either. 

Hyman’s heft and grit, his ability to finish and his willingness to play in 
front of the market blast furnace seem perfectly suited to the Oilers. 

“As a player, you know your abilities and you want to push them to the 
limit,” he said. “And the playoffs are the time to do it. That’s when things 
get tougher. It’s a stage, right?” 

The biggest. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.08.2022 

1244574 Websites 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 8, 2022 

 

TSN.CA / Pavelski coming up clutch as Stars lead series versus Flames 

 

Salim Valji 

 

In the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs, all Dallas Stars forward Joe Pavelski 
has done is further cement his reputation as a player who comes through 
in the game’s most pivotal moments.  

On Saturday night, the 37-year-old winger, who is coming off a career-
high 81 points, pounced on a rebound late in the third period to give the 
Stars the lead in Game 3 of their first round series against the Calgary 
Flames - a lead they would not relinquish en route to a 3-2 victory and 2-
1 series lead.  

“Elite athletes, man,” Stars head coach Rick Bowness said after the 
game. 

“They find a way to rise to the occasion. Joe comes up big. It’s always 
around the net. He knows there’s a timing to get there, and there’s a 
timing anticipating the shot. You can’t get there late; you can’t get there 
early. There’s a timing with that, and he’s got it down pat.” 

Through these playoffs, Pavelski has three goals in three games while 
playing on a line with Jason Robertson and Roope Hintz. During the 
regular season, that trio combined for 105 goals and 232 points.  

“The leadership quality is something I look up to,” Robertson said of 
Pavelski's presence. “He’s a big, vocal guy. I’ve been next to him a lot in 
the locker room stall. You can hear him on the ice or on the bench. He 
always has a voice, and it’s something I try to incorporate…he’s in his 
17th year and he’s had the best year of his career, so that’s just amazing 
for us.” 

The 22-year-old forward has also soaked up Pavelski’s hockey sense. 

“I think he just thinks one step ahead of most guys,” Robertson said. 

“He knows where we’re going to be and that’s something that’s helped 
him this season because we know Roope is going to be flying down the 
ice and I’m going to be moving. He knows where guys are going to 
be…that’s helped our team and our line offensively.” 

The modest Pavelski downplayed his role as a mentor, expressing 
confidence in the Stars’ young players to gain the necessary experience. 

“They’ll figure it out really quick,” the 17-year-veteran said of his young 
teammates.  

“Every year is a little different in the postseason. Roope was there. He 
was a big piece of our run in the bubble. He’s played some of these big 
games. [Robertson] didn’t really play but he was around. Until you get out 
there and do it, you don’t fully know but at the end of the day, you watch 
these games and they’re fast and intense and it gets you excited to get 
out there.” 

It’s not just young players who find Pavelski valuable. For Bowness, 
Pavelski and 17-year-veteran defenceman Ryan Suter are the ideal 
conduits between the coaching staff and players.  

“To be able to say the right thing at the right time and in the right tone,” 
Bowness said of his veteran support. “That’s just as important. If they feel 
that the team is getting a little too excited then they’ve got to have the 
tone on the bench to calm it down. If they feel they need another way, 
then the tone has to change and the words have to change." 

"You’re counting on that experience that they know the difference of 
when to do it and when not to. They’re voices of the coaches. They’ll 
read off of us and there’s times I’ll go to them and say, ‘You guys need to 
do this or say this in the locker room,’ and they’re good at that. When you 
have the ability and experience they have, then you’re counting on them 
knowing the tone, words, and timing of it all.” 

Forward Tyler Seguin has played with Pavelski for the past three 
seasons in Dallas and has a hard time describing his impact on the 
group. 

“I don’t have a word for it,” Seguin said of the veteran forward. 
“Everything. That is the best word. In the room, on the ice, big moments, 
bad moments. He’s the guy that’s seen it all and lived through it all and 
has the utmost experience and pedigree and resume. Me sitting here, I’m 
30 years old and during games, 

"I’ll still go to him for things. He’s that gifted of a player and person.” 

For his part, Pavelski is not taking the current post-season for granted. 

“It means everything,” Pavelski said. “Last year we missed [the playoffs] 
and it feels like forever since we played one of these. That’s one year. 
I’ve been fortunate to be on some good teams and had the opportunity to 
play in some great atmospheres. As a player, you always want the 
opportunity. You want to play this time of year. At dinner last night, you’re 
watching games, you’re following them, and you can just see the 
excitement, the emotion and how guys put things aside and the energy 
ramps up and the desperation from shift to shift is there." 

"You work all year and you work in the summer to try and get to a certain 
level and have success and now you’re doing it on the biggest stage. 
You want to go and test your skills against some of the best. It’s just a 
fun time to play and it’s what you work for, to have this opportunity.” 
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TSN.CA / Cooper unconcerned about Campbell, scoring on Leafs 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Lightning practised at the TGH Ice Plex in Brandon, 
Fla. on Saturday.  

Jack Campbell has a .924 save percentage in the series and has only 
allowed three goals at even strength, but Jon Cooper isn't worried about 
the Leafs goalie.  

"We've scored seven goals on him in the last two games so if he's going 
to sit here and have a 3.50 goals-against average in every two-game set, 
we're going to take that," the Lightning coach said. "Has he made some 
saves? Sure he has. Have we beat him? We have ... Goal scoring 
against these guys, that's not a worry to me." 

Sheldon Keefe brushed off the comment. 

"I'm sure it's just his way of being confident and showing belief in his 
team," the Leafs coach responded. "I think if I was in his position I would 
say a similar thing."  

Andrei Vasilevskiy has an .890 save percentage in the series, but Cooper 
still thinks his team has an edge between the pipes.  

"I believe we got the best goalie in the world in our net," said Cooper. "It's 
3-1 last night and the leading goal scorer in the league [Auston 
Matthews] goes down on a breakaway, [Vasilevskiy] stops that and then 
stops the rebound and gives us a chance to come back in the game, 
which we almost did. That's a big-time goalie there." 

Keefe acknowledged the stop on Matthews as being a key moment that 
sparked the Lightning push, but he also pointed out that Campbell is 
holding his own against the reigning Conn Smythe Trophy winner.  

"Goalies are battling back and forth, it's been great to see Jack stand in 
there," Keefe said. "He's confident. He believes in himself. Even times 
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when it looks like he's beat he's finding ways to keep the puck out. He's 
tracking it really well." 

Campbell denied a Steven Stamkos one-timer with Tampa on the power 
play late in the third period.  

"I thought it went in," said Leafs winger William Nylander with a smile. "It 
happened so fast and the fact he was able to get there was incredible. I 
was cheering on the bench." 

A few minutes earlier, Campbell got his toe on a shot from a net-crashing 
Nick Paul.  

"It's a good save," Paul said. "I had a little hole there and could have put 
it in, but that's the way the game goes sometimes." 

"He's made that move a few times," Campbell noted. "He's a good power 
forward. He takes it to the net hard and just fortunate I got to the post 
before the puck." 

Campbell set the tone for the night by stopping Brayden Point on a point 
blank chance during the game's opening shift.  

"Good forecheck by our guys," Point recalled, "puck kind of slid to me 
and I threw one on net. He makes a good save. He's played great. He's 
made a lot of good saves."  

"Just kind of popped out to him," Campbell said of the play. "He's got a 
really good shot so tried to take some ice and it hit me so we'll take it." 

Campbell, 30, is looking to win his first Stanley Cup playoff series and 
revealed that it's a personal goal to outplay Vasilevskiy.   

"Vasi has proven how good he is over the course of his NHL career so 
it's a fun challenge," Campbell said. "I'd be lying if I said I don't want to do 
my best to beat him." 

Cooper not worried about Campbell: 'We’ve scored seven in the last two' 

After a strong Game 3 win from Jack Campbell, Lightning head coach 
Jon Cooper says he's not worried about scoring on the Leafs goaltender, 
and says he's happy with seven goals against him over their last two 
games. TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters and TSN Hockey 
Insider Chris Johnston weigh in on Cooper's comments. 

Campbell's big saves are a product of his big mouth.  

"He's talkative," Matthews revealed. "He chats out there. He has a lot of 
fun out there and I think that's the most important part for him. When he's 
playing really well, he's having a lot of fun out there." 

"I'm not sure when it dates back to," Campbell said of his chatty nature. "I 
think it helps everybody. For me, it makes me be in the moment." 

"He likes to be involved," said defenceman Morgan Rielly. "He likes to 
know what's going on. During TV timeouts, he's talking to guys about 
plays and situations and things. That's just how he rolls." 

Nylander hasn't played with another goalie who talks as much as 
Campbell.  

"Like, 'Oh, you're looking great,'" Nylander said when pressed for an 
example of an in-game interaction. "Stuff like that and just being positive 
to the guys, which is fun to hear." 

"Usually just positive reinforcement that they're doing good stuff," 
Campbell said. 

Communication is crucial, especially in these pressure-packed playoff 
games.  

"Things are pretty chaotic," Keefe observed. "It's 60 minutes of noise ... 
The play closes so fast and what you think might be there maybe isn't so 
any help you can get from any of your teammates is helpful and, in a lot 
of cases, the goaltender sees the whole game." 

Campbell's chatty nature an asset for Leafs amid 'chaotic' playoffs 

William Nylander admits Jack Campbell might be the most chatty 
goaltender he's ever had, but the Leafs explain why his voice is actually a 
huge advantage for them during the 'chaotic' playoffs. 

During the third period of Game 3, winger Alex Kerfoot was moved to the 
left side of the line with Matthews and Mitch Marner and he will remain in 
that spot to start Game 4. Kerfoot also played on the top line in Game 1.  

Michael Bunting was bumped to the fourth line. He has played two 
games since returning from an undisclosed injury.  

"In terms of the injury I think he's fine," said Keefe. "I don't think there's 
any issues there. It's coming back from an injury and then you're coming 
in and playing in the playoffs for the first time and especially when you're 
going to play on that [top] line it's not easy. It's not easy minutes. I 
thought that line had a hard time last night. I thought it got better once we 
made the change so we'll look to start that way tomorrow. But, Bunts is 
an important player for us. Obviously, scored a big goal in Game 2 and I 
think he'll continue to get better the more reps he gets." 

On Friday night, Toronto's top line struggled to find open ice in a match-
up against Tampa's shutdown line, which features Point, Alex Killorn and 
Anthony Cirelli.  

"They play quick," Matthews said. "Sometimes the game is kind of going 
to go that way where you're maybe chasing it a little bit or there's just not 
too much going on at both ends. We stayed patient. In the third, we came 
alive and created some opportunities, created some momentum for our 
team. I think [it's about] not getting frustrated and staying with it [and] 
having the confidence we'll continue to come and come. Especially 
against a good line like them, they're going to make it difficult and 
challenging so it's just staying with it and believing in each other." 

    The Killorn-Point-Cirelli line has the Matthews assignment and they're 
humming along at 13-0 in shot attempts, 10-0 in scoring chances and 5-0 
in high-danger chances through 40 minutes, per @NatStatTrick. 

    — Chris Johnston (@reporterchris) May 7, 2022 

Tampa owned the territorial advantage against the Matthews line, but 
couldn't translate that into a goal against.  

"That's just one game," said Point. "They still got their looks in the third. 
Just try and limit their time and space, I guess. That line is incredible ... 
We worked hard last game. We got our looks, but still a lot to improve. 
You want to chip in. You want to be able to produce. Hopefully a similar 
effort [on Sunday] and clean up some details and hopefully it's a better 
result." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Kerfoot sticks with Matthews-Marner; Holl remains with 
Giordano 

Alex Kerfoot took Michael Bunting's spot alongside Auston Matthews and 
Mitch Marner to finish off Game 3. Sheldon Keefe explains why Kerfoot 
will be staying on that line to start Game 4 and also says Justin Holl will 
remain on their blue line. Mark Masters has more. 

William Nylander reunited with John Tavares on Toronto's second line in 
Game 3 and spent most of his five-on-five minutes against Nikita 
Kucherov.  

"You just want to keep them off the board as good as you can," Nylander 
said of his mindset, "and if you're able you get one, I mean, that's great 
too. As long as your team's winning it doesn't matter what's going on out 
there for you individually." 

Nylander led the Leafs with eight points in seven games during last 
year's playoffs, but so far this year has failed to hit the scoresheet in 
three games.  

What can Nylander and Tavares, who's been held to one power-play 
point in the series, do to generate more?  

"Are you saying we need to?" Nylander said with a laugh. "We started 
good last game. We had a few chances, but then a lot of power plays [in 
the game] and then through the second half of the game we were just 
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trying to not get scored on. Obviously, we got scored on there in the third 
period and it was a battle to not give up any more dangerous chances ... 
We've been trying to focus on defence." 

Nylander is second on the team in five-on-five shots in the series with 
seven.  

Without a playoff point, Nylander not sweating lack of offence 

William Nylander doesn't have a point to show for through three games 
against the Lightning, but he says he's happy as long as he's not getting 
scored against and the team is winning. 

Lines at Saturday's Leafs practice:  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Kase  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall  

Bunting - Blackwell - Spezza  

Simmonds, Clifford, Anderson  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Holl 

Sandin - Liljegren  

Lines at Saturday's Lightning practice:  

Palat - Stamkos - Nash* 

Killorn - Cirelli - Point 

Hagel - Paul - Colton 

Maroon - Bellemare - Perry 

Hedman - Cernak 

McDonagh - Bogosian 

Sergachev - Foote 

Rutta  

*Kucherov absent (rest) 
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