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Bruins’ big guns deliver in Boston. Now, can the Hurricanes answer in Game 5 at home? 

By Chip Alexander 

Patrice Bergeron of the Boston Bruins is 36 years old, and 
there has been talk of possible retirement. 

Brad Marchand is 33 — just days away from being 34. The 
Bruins winger still has that bite to his game, that pestiness, 
but did not end the regular season as he wanted, scoring 
one goal in the last 13 games. 

Aging stars? Yes, they are that. But also former Stanley Cup 
winners, and the two players who have stepped up against 
the Carolina Hurricanes in their first-round playoff series just 
when it appeared it would a short one in which the Canes’ 
younger, faster stars would be the difference. 

But age has little to do with it, Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Sunday after Marchand and Bergeron led the Bruins to 
a 5-2 win at TD Garden to even the series 2-2. 

“They know how to win,” Brind’Amour said. “I was there. I 
wanted to win more when I was that age, when I knew I 
didn’t have as many kicks of the can.” 

In Brind’Amour’s case, he was 35 when the Canes won the 
Stanley Cup in 2006. He was the guy wearing the “C” as 
team captain, just as Bergeron is for the Bruins. 

“Age just goes out the window at this time of the year,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Marchand has rarely looked better than he did Sunday in a 
five-point game. He scored twice, the second an empty-
netter, but the first a critical power-play goal that proved to 
be the game-winner, giving the Bruins a 3-2 lead 44 seconds 
into the third period. 

Marchand has rarely looked better than he did Sunday in a 
five-point game. He scored twice, the second an empty-
netter, but the first a critical power-play goal that proved to 
be the game-winner, giving the Bruins a 3-2 lead 44 seconds 
into the third period. 

“Those guys are really good hockey players and they’ve 
been doing it for a long time, veteran guys who have won the 
Stanley Cup,” Canes center Vincent Trocheck said. “They 
know what it takes. We have to make sure we’re limiting 
them, but they’re going to get their chances and score their 
goals. We just have to be a little more disciplined.” 

In contrast, the Canes’ top line of center Sebastian Aho and 
wingers Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis — Aho the 
oldest at 24 — did not have a point Sunday and had a 
combined eight shots on goal, four by Svechnikov. 

Looking ahead to Game 5 Tuesday in Raleigh, Brind’Amour 
and the Canes again will have the last change at home and 
the chance for more favorable matchups. That was a factor 
in the Canes winning the first two games, when Brind’Amour 
could match the Jordan Staal line against Bergeron’s line. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, with the last change once back 
in Boston, moved Pastrnak back to the Bergeron line with 
Marchand and the results were immediate. It was in the first 
period Sunday, when he sent that line out for a faceoff in the 
Canes zone against Carolina’s fourth line. Bergeron won the 
faceoff and scored for a 1-1 tie. 

“They’re the type of players if you give them a little bit of 
room they make you pay,” Brind’Amour said. “You’ve got to 
be right with them, otherwise they can put it in the back of 
the net. You tip your hat there on that with those guys, and 
the other stuff we’ve got to be better at.” 

The “other stuff” Sunday was a punchless power play and a 
slew of penalties. The Canes looks discombobulated on the 
power play and kept marching to the penalty box, allowing 
the Bruins nine power plays — Boston had more than 12 
minutes of power-play time. 

Boston was missing defenseman Charlie McAvoy, who 
entered COVID-19 protocol Sunday morning and will miss 
Game 5. But they scored twice on the power play as Jake 
DeBrusk wedged the puck past Raanta on a disputed play — 
Brind’Amour losing a coach’s challenge for goaltender 
interference — and then Marchand scoring early in the third 
late on a 5-on-3. 

“Our penalty kill needs to do a little better job,” said 
defenseman Brett Pesce, one of the Canes’ top killers. “But, 
yeah, we could be a little more disciplined. We’ve got to stay 
out of the box.” 

Svechnikov believes going back to PNC Arena, where the 
Canes won twice, will give the Canes a blast of energy. He’d 
also like to see it be more of a five-on-five game. 

“Five on five I think we’re good,” he said. 

When the Canes won the Cup in 2006, they began the 
playoffs with two losses at home to Montreal. How’s that for 
adversity? But they won two on the road, finished off the 
Canadiens and went on from there. 

“It starts over now,” Brind’Amour said Sunday after the 
game. “It’s just regroup. You should have a little emotion now 
and it should hurt and it should bother you and then 
tomorrow you start fresh and you’re excited there’s another 
game to play.” 
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Hurricanes turn what might’ve been quick series into slog. There’s no one else to blame 

By Luke DeCock 

What could, and probably should, have been a comfortable 
first-round series for the Carolina Hurricanes has turned into 
a nightmare they can’t stop reliving. 

For the second year in a row, they’ve taken a winnable 
series against an opponent they dominated and turned it into 
both a knife-edge precipice and a soul-sapping slog. Their 
inability to deal quickly with the Nashville Predators 12 
months ago left them less battle-tested than weary when 
they went up against the mighty Tampa Bay Lightning, a 
series they would have had to be at their absolute best to 
win. 

Here they are again doing the same thing, letting the Boston 
Bruins back into this first-round series and back into their 
heads, maybe more the latter than the former. By the time a 
totally-on-tilt Tony DeAngelo flung his stick at Brad 
Marchand’s empty-netter that made it a 5-2 win and an even 
series — he missed, the only penalty the Hurricanes avoided 
all night — the Hurricanes had guaranteed a return trip to 
this palace of pain for Game 6. 

Less than 48 hours after the Hurricanes berated themselves 
for their utter lack of discipline and promised to be better, 
they actually managed to get worse. DeAngelo got most of 
the attention for his running scraps with Marchand and Curtis 
Lazar, but the undisciplined play was endemic and universal. 

Vincent Trocheck gave the Bruins their first 5-on-3 by flipping 
the puck over the glass; Sebastian Aho gave the Bruins their 
second by high-sticking Patrice Bergeron right under his right 
eye. Those penalties were black-letter law. There’s no 
complaining about the officiating there. 

“We got to stay out of the box,” Hurricanes captain Jordan 
Staal said. “It’s pretty obvious. We’ve got to do a better job of 
… staying out of the box.” 

The Hurricanes compounded matters with a goaltender-
interference challenge on Jake DeBrusk’s goal that made it 
2-2, and while they certainly had grounds for complaint, 
there’s also the cost-benefit analysis of whether playing 
replay roulette is worth it when a loss would be the fifth 
straight penalty against your team. Which it was. Aho’s 
double-minor, shortly after Trocheck missed the net on a 
short-handed breakaway, was the sixth. 

As righteously indignant as the Hurricanes want to be about 
it, Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour still challenged a 
borderline call at a time they absolutely, positively could not 
afford another penalty, and at a time when the score was still 
tied. Discretion and valor and all that. 

In a series the Hurricanes continue to dominate five-on-five 
— and frankly, it’s not even close — their inability to keep 
their cool, their composure, and their sticks down has let the 
Bruins right back into it. Sunday, the Bruins were missing not 
only Hampus Lindholm — still out, after Andrei Svechnikov’s 
punishing hit Wednesday — but Charlie McAvoy, who 
entered COVID-19 protocols Sunday morning. 

Imagine the Hurricanes without Jaccob Slavin and Brett 
Pesce, and the Bruins aren’t nearly as deep on the blue line 
behind them. Without their top two defenseman, the only way 
the Bruins could even compete was with a bushel of power 
plays. 

Nine, including two two-man advantages, fit the bill nicely. 

“Listen, you can’t give them — the rest of the penalties are 
real penalties,” Brind’Amour said. “We took too many. I don’t 
know what they ended up with, how many, it just felt like the 
whole game we were short-handed. Their top guys are elite 
as they come. You just can’t give them those looks.” 

So the Hurricanes will go home having extended the series 
to at least six games in a firestorm of self-inflicted damage. A 
year ago, the energy expended early surely mattered. Their 
aspirations were even higher this season, although they’ll 
now have to be recalibrated in the short term to merely 
surviving this series first. 

Postseason energy management doesn’t always make 
sense. In 2019, the Hurricanes emerged from a hard-fought 
seven-game series with the Washington Capitals to sweep 
the New York Islanders, who had swept the PIttsburgh 
Penguins in the first round, and the Hurricanes were then 
swept themselves by the Bruins. 

Still, there’s no question this could have been over in four or 
five games if the Hurricanes had maintained the edge they 
had built at home. Surely, it’s harder to win on the road, and 
the Bruins have done a masterful job of picking their spots 
and their matchups, as evidenced by the Boston goal that 
made it 1-1, with Bergeron and Marchand taking advantage 
of Ian Cole and Brendan Smith and Carolina’s fourth line. But 
the gap between the teams after the first two games was big 
enough to overcome that. 

“Just keep our heads up and we’re going to be fine,” 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov said. “We’ve been in 
this situation. Obviously, it’s a little bit tough the last couple 
games, but it’s fine. We’re going to be fine.” 

The Hurricanes, as much as the Bruins, turned this into a 
series. They’ll have to deal with that reckoning, not only 
Tuesday and Thursday and potentially in Game 7, but down 
the road should they fix their issues and advance. 
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour frustrated by NHL rule application on Bruins goal 

By Luke DeCock 

Rod Brind’Amour probably saved himself $25,000 this time 
around with more moderate criticism of a controversial 
review of a Boston Bruins goal, but he couldn’t help alluding 
to that expensive — and equally frustrating — moment two 
years ago. 

Then, in the Toronto bubble, it was a Charlie Coyle goal 
allowed over the Carolina Hurricanes’ objections. Sunday, it 
was Jake DeBrusk’s score-tying goal late in the second 
period of a 5-2 Hurricanes loss in Game 4, the pivotal turning 
point in the entire game. 

The Hurricanes argued that DeBrusk had contacted Antti 
Raanta’s left pad from Raanta’s left and shoved the goalie 
over the goal line. DeBrusk then knocked the loose puck into 
the net. But the NHL ruled it was “incidental contact” while 
“making a play on the loose puck in the crease.” 

Which was particularly frustrating for the Hurricanes, 
because they had an apparent Nino Niederreiter goal 
disallowed in Game 1 on essentially the same play, the on-
ice officials ruling that Niederretier had contacted Linus 
Ullmark’s pads in the process of playing the puck. 

“I would bet my life on that one. So it’s tough,” Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s clearly, especially the view we saw after, it’s in 
between his pads, loose, I’m all good with that. But the guy 
came from the side, pushes the pad, squirts the puck out, 

taps it in. It’s a little different to me if the guy had come in 
from the front and was actually playing the puck. You can’t 
play the puck when it’s in between his legs from the side and 
knock the goalie sideways, turn him to squirt it out. 

“If you can, then I don’t know how Niederreiter’s goal isn’t a 
goal in the first game when they said it was 100 percent not 
a goal. It’s frustrating because it almost feels like we’re living 
this again from four years ago when we had an issue, as you 
know, I’m not going to go into it.” 

Four years ago, two years ago — either way Brind’Amour 
was referring to his comments to the News & Observer after 
the Coyle goal, in which he famously called the NHL “a joke” 
and the play “a crime scene” and was fined $25,000 and put 
on double-secret probation within a matter of hours. 

In this case, the decision to challenge was doubly costly 
because the Hurricanes had been called for four straight 
penalties and the failed challenge made it a fifth, followed 
shortly thereafter by Sebastian Aho high-sticking Patrice 
Bergeron in the face to make it a two-man advantage. The 
Bruins scored as the first penalty expired to make it 3-2 and 
never looked back. 

“Everyone’s got opinions, but the refs looked it over and 
made their call and it is what it is,” said Hurricanes 
defenseman Brett Pesce, who was closest to the play. “We’ll 
move on.” 

Bruin rattle Hurricanes, win Game 4 and send playoff series back to Carolina tied 2-2 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are making it awfully hard on 
themselves. The Canes couldn’t stay out of the penalty box 
Sunday and for the second straight game couldn’t beat the 
Boston Bruins in their first-round Stanley Cup playoff series. 

The Bruins made it two in a row at TD Garden, punching out 
a 5-2 victory over the Canes in Game 4 to even the series 2-
2. They also did it without their best defenseman, Charlie 
McAvoy, who was placed in COVID-19 protocol hours before 
Sunday’s game. 

The Bruins already were without defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm, who took a massive hit from the Canes’ Andrei 
Svechnikov in Game 2 and has been sidelined. McAvoy’s 
loss was another big hit, taking away Boston’s power-play 
quarterback. 

But goalie Jeremy Swayman gave the Bruins another 
winning effort in net and Brad Marchand had two goals and 
three assists scored as Boston continues to build 
momentum. 

Game 5 will be played Tuesday at PNC Arena, where the 
Canes rolled to two victories to start the series outscoring 
Boston 10-3. 

The Canes’ penalty killers got the job done for most of the 
first two periods Sunday, denying the Bruins on one 5-on-3 
power play in the second. 

But the mistakes finally burned the Canes. Jake DeBrusk 
scored on the power play for the Bruins, poking the puck free 

from goalie Antti Raanta and into the net with 1:16 left in the 
second period. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour challenged for goaltender 
interference but the ruling was a good goal and thus a delay-
of-game penalty on the Hurricanes. That soon became a 5-
on-3 when the Canes’ Sebastian Aho was called for a double 
minor for high-sticking. 

Given a second chance with a two-man advantage early in 
the third, the Bruins converted as Marchand scored. 

Another ruling favored the Bruins: Marchand’s goal was ruled 
to have scored with one second left on the 5-on-3, leaving 
2:53 left on the Aho’s double minor. 

The Canes did get out of that jam, with some Bruins help — 
Matt Grzelcyk was called for high-sticking. But a David 
Pastrnak goal at 5:44 of the third pushd the lead to 4-2. 

Until the run of penalties, the Canes seemed in good shape 
Brett Pesce scored off the rush for a 1-0 lead in the first, and 
Jordan Staal’s goal early in the second lifted the Canes into 
a 2-1 lad. 

The Bruins scored their first goal after taking advantage of 
the last change at home. The Patrice Bergeron line 
converted against the Canes fourth line as Bergeron won on 
a faceoff in the Caned zone and then beat Raanta at the 
post. 

The Canes began stringing together good forechecking shifts 
in the second, making the Bruins work in their zone. But the 
string of penalties was too much for the Canes to overcome. 
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Civian: No, Brad Marchand, the Hurricanes did not have a good Mother’s Day 

By Sara Civian 

BOSTON — Just when you thought the vibe was as putrid as 
it could possibly get in the waning minutes of a Game 4 loss 
featuring nine Hurricanes penalties, Tony DeAngelo threw 
his stick in Brad Marchand’s trajectory as Marchand threw 
the puck into the empty net. 

One of those things gave the Bruins a 5-2 win and a clean 
slate for the rest of the series. The other gives the 
Hurricanes faithful serious concern that they are suddenly 
losing the mental battle they appeared to have a grip on at 
the beginning of this series. 

“I love Tony’s game. He’s obviously a competitive guy who 
wants to win and he’ll do whatever it takes,” captain Jordan 
Staal said. “He’s been good for us all year long and will 
continue to do that.” 

The Hurricanes were able to contain Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron quite well before Games 3 and 4, but the two stars 
have built on their momentum ever since Marchand gave the 
Bruins their first lead of the series. 

When the games shifted to Boston and the Bruins got last 
change, coach Bruce Cassidy reunited Marchand, Bergeron 
and David Pastrnak — aka the “perfection line” — during 
Game 3. While it seems like the Canes are still winning the 
five-on-five matchup, it might be an optical illusion created by 
how badly they’re losing the special teams battle. The overall 
even-strength matchup is still tilted in the Canes’ favor, sure. 
But when Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak are on the ice 
at five-on-five, the Bruins have led 4-0 in goals and 22-9 in 
shot attempts. 

“I don’t know if their energy was any lower in Games 1 and 2, 
I think we just played better in Games 1 and 2,” Vincent 
Trocheck said. “I think the penalty kill and power play have 
had a ton to do with it. We obviously took too many penalties 
these last two games. When we were at home, they took a 
few too many and our power play was able to capitalize. It’s 
a matter of us being more disciplined, I guess.” 

Your best players need to be your best players. Sebastian 
Aho and Andrei Svechnikov leave Boston with zero goals 
and zero assists apiece. 

And, of course, when Marchand starts to get hot, the mental 
game starts. 

The Hurricanes needed to see that coming from Marchand 
and take it on the chin. If Justin Williams was Marchand’s 
target in 2019, DeAngelo is taking the brunt in 2022. The two 
have been exchanging jabs all series, but it’s been ramping 
up during the past two games in Boston, culminating in the 
heated altercation and some words being exchanged 
Sunday. 

“I was just asking him if he had a good Mother’s Day,” 
Marchand said, smirking. 

DeAngelo was not available for comment postgame on what 
was said, but it’s clear he and the Hurricanes did not have a 
good Mother’s Day. There was simply no reason for them to 
lose this game. 

The Bruins’ top defenders in Hampus Lindholm and Charlie 
McAvoy were both out, with McAvoy scratched just an hour 
before puck drop due to COVID-19 protocol. Antti Raanta’s 
return to the lineup should’ve given them some juice. They 
had one of their best starts of the postseason in terms of 
possession, scored first, held that lead until the second 
period and deftly killed a five-on-three. 

They knew their biggest issue from Game 3 was foul trouble. 
They vowed to stay out of the box in Game 4, and they 
vowed to sharpen up their power play. They took six 
penalties in the second period and nine overall, and the 
Bruins capitalized twice. 

“The rest of the penalties (other than delay-of-game due to 
no goaltender interference) are real penalties,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We took too many. It felt like the whole 
game we were short-handed. Those top guys, they’re as elite 
as they come. You just can’t give them those looks.” 

Stop me if you’ve heard this before. 

“I think we just have to stay out of the box,” Raanta 
reiterated. “If we take that many penalties like the last couple 
games, that’s been pretty much the game. We lost the 
special team game. I think five-on-five we’ve been playing 
good. We’ve got to stay out of the box.” 

The flip side is arguably just as concerning. The Hurricanes 
went 0-for-5 on their own power play and 0-10 the last two 
games. 

“We really had two power plays tonight. I know they’re going 
to say we had five, no we didn’t. We had two power plays,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We had one for two seconds and one for 
six seconds. Another was for 40 coming off a kill. That 
doesn’t count. We had two power plays. We have to be 
better, but I thought we generated a couple of looks. We’ll 
keep going at it, but that’s really all we had tonight.” 

Fair enough, as was his coach’s challenge on goaltender 
interference that resulted in a Canes penalty for delay of 
game. I didn’t think Jake DeBrusk committed goaltender 
interference at the time. To me, it looked like Brett Pesce 
(one of few Canes who had an excellent game) bumped into 
Raanta, pushing him back, and thus the puck was fair game. 
After seeing it from a few more angles, I still think Pesce did 
most of the pushing, but I could also see how DeBrusk’s 
stick made contact with Raanta’s pad. 

Brind’Amour’s argument is that DeBrusk coughed up the 
loose puck between Raanta’s legs to retrieve it, then cash it 
in. I asked him postgame what he saw on the play and if he 
still stands by his decision to challenge for goaltender 
interference. 
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“I would’ve bet my life on that,” he said. “It’s tough. It’s in 
between his pads loose. The guy came from the side, 
pushes his pad, squirts the puck out and taps it in. It’s a little 
different if the guy comes from the front and plays the puck. 
You can’t play the puck when it’s in between his legs from 
the side and knock the goalie sideways. If you can, then I 
don’t know how (Nino) Niederreiter’s goal isn’t a goal in the 
first game when they said it’s 100 percent not a goal. It’s 
frustrating because it almost feels like we’re living this again 
from four years ago when we had an issue. I’m not going to 
go into it, but it’s tough. They’re too good a team to just give 
them goals. We have no chance if that’s going to happen.” 

The NHL cited Rule 69.7, which states that “in a rebound 
situation, or where a goalkeeper and attacking player(s) are 
simultaneously attempting to play a loose puck, whether 
inside or outside the crease, incidental contact will be 
permitted, and any goal that is scored as a result thereof will 
be allowed.” 

Brind’Amour and his staff’s guess is as good as mine, 
especially considering the Niederreiter non-goal. He’s getting 

criticized for challenging it, but what do any of us really know 
about goalie interference rulings? 

The only thing I know is the Hurricanes team we thought this 
was is more resilient than this. I saw Brind’Amour’s challenge 
as a vote of confidence in his guys, and they repaid him by 
letting it define the game. There were enough self-inflicted 
penalties to go around as it was; any one of them could have 
done the Canes in. 

Now the series is tied 2-2 after a once-commanding 2-0 lead, 
and sympathy for the “fair enoughs” of it all is running thin. 

“It’s time that we start scoring on the power play,” an always 
matter-of-fact Trocheck said. “Their power play gets chances 
and they put it in the net. That’s kind of been the difference 
these last two games.” 

The problem is really that obvious, and that’s why the 
Hurricanes’ inability to fix it is so concerning. They say the 
series isn’t over until you lose a game at home, but they 
could’ve played this game on Mars and I’d be walking out of 
Tesla Arena concerned. 

 

Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo becomes the Bruins’ No. 1 villain: ‘How’s your 
Mother’s Day?’ 

By Fluto Shinzawa 

By Sunday’s third period, the TD Garden crowd booed Tony 
DeAngelo every time he touched the puck. They had reason 
to be angry with the Carolina defenseman. 

For starters, DeAngelo engaged with Brad Marchand, the 
Bruins’ most important player. 

“These are the most fun games to play in, when there’s high 
emotion, high intensity and there’s so much riding on the 
line,” said Marchand (two goals, three assists). “If you can’t 
play in these games, what are you playing for? This is what 
we love and always loved. There’s no better time to be at 
home than a game like this when the stakes are high. It’s not 
just your dreams. It’s your whole team, the organization, the 
whole city that you see come out in these situations.” 

At the end of the first period, Jordan Staal, Jaccob Slavin 
and Teuvo Teravainen confronted Marchand behind the 
Carolina net. As Marchand skated away, encouraged by 
referee Chris Lee and linesman David Brisebois, DeAngelo 
skated toward his opponent and began to chirp. 

In 2013-14, while playing for the Sarnia Sting, DeAngelo was 
suspended by the OHL for using homophobic, racist and 
sexist language. Based on video, it appeared Marchand was 
reminding DeAngelo of his suspension. 

DeAngelo responded by gesturing to his own nose and 
pulling it toward the ice. Players around the league have 
regularly noted the size of Marchand’s nose. 

Marchand brushed off the incident after the Bruins’ 5-2 
Game 4 win.  

“It wasn’t much of an exchange,” said Marchand. “I didn’t 
even know he was around. Kind of came out of nowhere. 
There wasn’t really much of one. Just saying hi. How’s your 
Mother’s Day?” 

It wasn’t the only time DeAngelo caught the Bruins’ attention. 
At 10:00 of the third period, with the Bruins leading 4-2, 
Curtis Lazar entered the Carolina zone. DeAngelo greeted 
Lazar with a cross-check to the head. After the cross-check, 
players from both teams came together in a scrum. 
DeAngelo and Connor Clifton had the most to say to each 
other. 

As DeAngelo skated to the penalty box, he gestured to 
Clifton across the ice. Clifton, who was standing in front of 
the Bruins’ bench, raised his hands as if to invite a 
challenge.  

Late in the third, the Hurricanes pulled Antti Raanta for an 
extra skater. Marchand gained control of the puck and 
attacked the empty net. As Marchand shot the puck, a 
backtracking DeAngelo flung his stick to try to keep the shot 
from going in. 

DeAngelo was unsuccessful. 

“You’ve got, now, some animosity,” said coach Bruce 
Cassidy of Marchand’s feistiness. “We’re in Game 3 or 4. 
There’s some chirping going on now too. That can elevate 
his game as well. So you’ve got a lot of that rolled into it. It’s 
bright-lights time. I think Marshy’s always been pretty good 
with that.” 
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Hurricanes’ penalty box parade dooms them in Game 4 loss 

By Cory Lavalette  

BOSTON — On Mother’s Day, the Hurricanes had a 
performance only dear old mom could love. 

When Carolina scored on the first shift of the second period 
to take a one-goal lead, it felt like it was ready to seize 
control of its first round series with the Bruins. 

Six penalties later — including a double-minor and two 5-on-
3s — the Hurricanes were down a goal and on their way to a 
5-2 Game 4 loss, heading back to Raleigh even in the series 
after the Bruins stood firm on home ice. 

“We took too many,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
of the penalties. “I don’t know what they ended up, how 
many. It just felt like the whole game we were shorthanded. 
Those top guys are as elite as they come. You just can’t give 
them those looks.” 

Pick your moment for where things went wrong for the 
Hurricanes. Was it the penalty Carolina took just 26 seconds 
after taking the lead at the start of the second period? The 
failed goaltender interference challenge? A shorthanded 
breakaway opportunity that was shot high? 

Probably a little bit of everything, including the opponent. 

“They’re a good team,” Hurricanes center Vincent Trocheck 
said. “We’re both fighting for a Stanley Cup. We knew it 
wasn’t going to be easy. We didn’t come in here thinking 
they were going to roll over and let us when these next two 
games.” 

The Hurricanes had an early “here we go again” moment 
after scoring first only to let the Bruins tie it, but captain 
Jordan Staal made sure he got his team off on the right foot 
in the second period. 

His line got to work in the Boston zone, cycling the puck 
behind the net until Nino Niederreiter backhanded a pass to 
the captain for his first goal of the postseason and a 2-1 lead 
33 seconds into the middle frame. 

But it was one step forward followed by several steps back 
for Carolina. 

Andrei Svechnikov was called for interference on a 
retaliatory hit 26 seconds later, starting an unfathomable 
parade to the penalty box for the Hurricanes. 

“We’ve got to take less penalties, that’s for sure,” Svechnikov 
said. “I think 5-on-5 we’re just kind of dominating them, and 
we’ve just got to play 5-on-5. That’s all.” 

The Hurricanes did little of that in the second period, with 
Svechnikov’s penalty being just the starting point. 

It was the first of six straight infractions totaling 14 penalty 
minutes called on Carolina in the second period, and Boston 
capitalized when Jake DeBrusk jammed at Hurricanes goalie 
Antti Raanta and then punched the puck in to tie the game at 
2-2 with 1:16 left in the frame. 

The Hurricanes, remembering that a Nino Niederreiter goal 
in Game 1 was disallowed under similar circumstances, 
challenged for goaltender interference. The call didn’t go 
Carolina’s way again. 

“I would’ve bet my life on that one,” Brind’Amour said of 
challenging the DeBrusk goal. “It’s tough. … It’s frustrating 
because it almost feels like we’re living this again from four 
years ago when we had an issue.” 

Brind’Amour was careful not to make comments like the 
ones from that year that led to a $25,000, but the failed 
challenge also meant Boston got another power play since 
the Hurricanes’ bench was cited for delay of game.x 

Carolina had a chance to reclaim momentum and the lead 
when Trocheck took off on a shorthanded breakaway in the 
final minute of the middle frame, but his wrist shot on Boston 
goalie Jeremy Swayman (24 saves) sailed high. 

Fifty-one seconds later, Sebastian Aho high-sticked Patrice 
Bergeron while trying to kill the penalty, giving the Bruins 
their second 5-on-3 of the period. 

Boston used the fresh ice at the start of the third to take their 
first lead at 3-2 when Brad Marchand picked a corner on 
Raanta (23 saves) just 44 seconds into the period. 

“It just takes a lot of out of out of guys who are killing the 
penalties,” Raanta said. “Even if you can kill the penalties, 
you will struggle getting back to that 5-on-5 game.” 

And they did. Boston’s top line did more damage just under 
five minutes later when Pastrnak slipped away from Carolina 
defenseman Brady Skjei on a set faceoff play to double the 
lead to 4-2 at 5:41. 

All that was left for the Hurricanes was desperation and 
frustration. 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo tangled with both Marchand 
and Curtis Lazar, taking an unnecessary cross-checking 
penalty on Lazar at the midway point of the third period and 
throwing his stick in disgust toward Marchand as the Bruins 
forward capped off a five-point night and the win with an 
empty-net goal. 

“I love Tony’s game,” Staal said. “He’s obviously a 
competitive guy that wants to win, and he’ll do whatever it 
takes. He’s been good for us all year long, and he’ll continue 
to do that.” 
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Carolina will need to rediscover its game Tuesday in Raleigh 
for Game 5, with a return date to Boston on Thursday 
already confirmed. It’s similar to what the Hurricanes faced 
against the Predators last season when they won the first 
two games at home before losing back-to-back double-
overtime games in Nashville. Carolina won the next two to 
close out the series. 

“We’ve just got to keep our heads up,” Svechnikov said. 
“We’re going to be fine. We’ve been in this situation last 
year, so we know what to do.” 

Now the Hurricanes just need to do it. 

“It starts over now. We just regroup,” Brind’Amour said. “You 
should have a little emotion right now and it should hurt and 
it should bother you. And then tomorrow you start fresh and 
you’re excited we’ve got another game to play.” 

Notes: The Bruins played without Charlie McAvoy, who was 
placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol before the game. 
That left Boston without both of their top pairing defensemen 
from Game 1 — Hampus Lindholm remained out after being 
knocked out of Wednesday’s Game 2 on a hit by 
Svechnikov. 
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Recap: Penalties Doom Canes As Bruins Tie Series 

By Walt Ruff  

BOSTON, MA. - The Carolina Hurricanes provided the 
Boston Bruins with nine power play opportunities Sunday, 
their demise en route to a 5-2 defeat.  

Three Things 

1) Different Game, Same Story 

After players and coaches alike said that special teams were 
the difference in the Canes Game Three defeat on Friday 
night, the same reason can be circled for Game Four. 

Carolina took a 2-1 lead just 33 seconds into the second 
period, but then things came unraveled. Over the next 19:27 
they'd take six penalties, four of them coming in the final 
6:20, allowing Boston to tie the contest with 1:16 to go in the 
second.  They'd then take the lead on another man 
advantage in the first minute of the third period. 

In total, Boston finished the day 2/9 on the power play. 

On the other side of things, Carolina went 0/5 on their man 
advantage chances. They went 0/10 cumulative in Boston 
over the two games. 

2) Raanta's Back 

After leaving early in Game Two with an injury caused by 
David Pastrnak, Antti Raanta returned to start Game Four for 
the Canes. 

Rod Brind'Amour said pre-game that his decision to start 
Pyotr Kochetkov in Game Three was based off the fact that 
Raanta wasn't healthy enough to play. Now that Raanta was 
today, it was his net. 

The netminder faced 27 shots in total, allowing four goals 
against. 

Of those 27 shots, 14 came at even strength and 13 were on 
the power play. 

3) Matchups Matter 

In Games One & Two, when Brind'Amour and the Canes had 
last change, Boston's "Big Three" of Brad Marchand, David 
Pastrnak and Patrice Bergeron combined for just three points 
- two of them being Bergeron goals. 

Over the last two games they had 16 combined points. 

When in Raleigh, Jordan Staal's line was tasked with 
shutting down the top dogs, but over the last two games 
Bruce Cassidy and the Bruins took advantage. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering thoughts on the goaltender 
interference review of Jake DeBrusk's goal during the 
second period, which tied the game for Boston... 

"I would have bet my life on that one. It's tough. The review 
we saw after, it's in between his pads loose and I'm all good 
with that, but the guy comes from the side, pushes his pad, 
squirts the puck out and taps it in. Little different if the guy 
had come from the front and was playing the puck. You can't 
play the puck when it's between the goalies legs from the 
side and knock the goalie sideways. If you can, then I don't 
know how Niederreiter's goal from the first game when they 
said 100% not a goal. It's frustrating because it feels like 
we're living this from four years ago. It's tough. They're too 
good of a team to just give them goals. 

Brett Pesce on why the team found themselves shorthanded 
so many times today... 

"It's playoffs, emotions run high. Some of them we obviously 
don't mean to, like the high sticks, it's unfortunate, but those 
happen. It just so happens that we took a few like that. Look 
at Game One, they took all the penalties. I think it all evens 
out in the end and it comes down to our five-on-five. We just 
have to stick to that. 

Vincent Trocheck expressing his emotions, post-game... 

"They're a good team, right? We're both here fighting for the 
Stanley Cup. We knew it wasn't going to be easy. We didn't 
come here thinking they were just going to roll over and let 
us win these two games. Obviously we'd like to stay out of 
the box, but it is what it is. It's a tough game and they're a 
good team. Luckily it's a seven-game series and it's a best-
of-three now. We have a chance to go home and make it 1-
0. 

What's Next? 

The Canes fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game. 
Game Five will be Tuesday night at PNC Arena at 7 p.m. 
Game Six will be at TD Garden on Thursday at a time TBA. 

Bonus Notes 

 Boston defenseman Charlie McAvoy did not play 
today. The team announced at the start of warmups 
that he had been placed on the COVID-19 Protocol 
list. 

 Brett Pesce played a game-high 23:41. 6:05 of that 
came shorthanded.
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Marchand's five points help Bruins top Hurricanes in Game 4, even series 

By Patrick Donnelly 

BOSTON -- Brad Marchand had two goals and three assists, 
and the Boston Bruins scored four straight goals to win 5-2 
against the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 4 of the Eastern 
Conference First Round at TD Garden on Sunday. 

The series is tied 2-2. Game 5 is in Carolina on Tuesday. 

"To be honest, [five points] doesn't mean anything, 
personally," Marchand said. "At the end of the day, if you 
have 10 points individually, and you lose, it doesn't matter. If 
you have no points, and you win, you're just as happy. So it 
doesn't matter in our room who scores or who puts up points. 
It's a team win or loss." 

Patrice Bergeron had a goal and two assists, and David 
Pastrnak and Jake DeBrusk each had a goal and an assist 
for Boston, the first wild card in the East. Jeremy Swayman 
made 24 saves. 

"I think early on, they tested us for sure. On our breakouts, I 
don't think we were as clean as we wanted to be," Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. "Getting some momentum here 
will be a positive. … It's great to even [the series] and get 
back into it, but we haven't won anything other than getting it 
back to even." 

Jordan Staal had a goal and an assist, and Brett Pesce 
scored for Carolina, the No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan 
Division. Antti Raanta made 23 saves in his return after 
leaving Game 2 with an upper-body injury when he took a hit 
from Pastrnak. 

"It's tough. They're too good a team to just give them goals. 
We have no chance if that's going to happen," Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It starts over now. We'll just 
regroup. You should have emotion right now, it should hurt, 
and it should bother you. Then tomorrow you start fresh, and 
you're excited we've got another game to play." 

Pesce put the Hurricanes ahead 1-0 at 14:06 of the first 
period with a wrist shot in the slot off a rush with Staal and 
Max Domi. 

"That felt good, but not as good as I would have liked after 
the game," Pesce said. "[Staal], what a pass. It fell right on to 

my stick, and I just tried to get it to the net. Thankfully, it went 
in." 

Bergeron answered 2:03 later at 16:09 to tie it 1-1, putting in 
a loose puck to the right of the crease after Pastrnak's pass 
hit the back of the net. 

"I think it was a great effort, overall. We talked about taking it 
a game at a time, even when we got down 2-0 [in the series]. 
It's all about the next game. Here we are, and now it's all 
about Game 5," Bergeron said. "You have to build some 
momentum and confidence. We did that in Game 3 and tried 
to carry that into this afternoon." 

Staal gave Carolina a 2-1 lead 33 seconds into the second 
period with a one-timer from the slot off a no-look pass from 
Nino Niederreiter behind the net. 

DeBrusk tied it 2-2 on the power play at 18:44 during a 
scramble around the crease after Raanta could not find the 
puck. Carolina challenged for goalie interference, but the 
goal was upheld after video review. 

"I didn't have it covered, but I felt like if you can take the 
goalie out his balance, and then score, it should be goalie 
interference," Raanta said. "I had a good conversation with 
the referee, and it is what it is. It's one of those where you 
just have to regroup and get back to work. It's frustrating." 

Marchand put Boston ahead 3-2 44 seconds into the third on 
a 5-on-3 power play with a wrist shot from the high slot, and 
Pastrnak extended it to 4-2 at 5:41 after a cross-crease pass 
from Marchand off the face-off. 

Marchand scored an empty-net goal with 35 seconds left for 
the 5-2 final. 

NOTES: Boston was without defenseman Charlie McAvoy, 
who entered COVID-19 protocol before the game. Cassidy 
did not set a timetable on his return. … Marchand 
established a single-game postseason career high in points. 
Three Bruins have had more in a playoff game: Pastrnak (six 
in Game 2 of 2018 First Round), Rick Middleton (six in Game 
4 of 1983 Division Final) and Phil Esposito (six in Game 1 of 
1969 Quarterfinal). … The Hurricanes opened the scoring for 
the fourth straight game. The Colorado Avalanche (three 
games) are the only other team to score first in each game 
this postseason. 
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Carolina and Boston tied 2-2 heading into game 5 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, fourth in the Atlantic Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -138, Bruins 
+117; over/under is 6 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Series tied 2-2 

BOTTOM LINE: The Boston Bruins visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes for game five of the first round of the NHL 
Playoffs with the series tied 2-2. The teams meet Sunday for 
the sixth time this season. The Bruins won 5-2 in the last 
meeting. Brad Marchand led the Bruins with two goals. 

Carolina is 54-20-8 overall and 27-8-4 at home. The 
Hurricanes have a 40-3-6 record in games they score at 
least three goals. 

Boston has a 24-11-3 record in road games and a 51-26-5 
record overall. The Bruins have a 39-6-1 record in games 
they score at least three goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 37 goals and 44 
assists for the Hurricanes. Nino Niederreiter has scored five 
goals and added three assists over the past 10 games. 

Marchand has 32 goals and 47 assists for the Bruins. Patrice 
Bergeron has eight goals and seven assists over the last 10 
games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 4.1 goals, 
6.5 assists, 4.9 penalties and 10.3 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.6 goals per game. 

Bruins: 6-4-0, averaging 3.1 goals, five assists, 5.1 penalties 
and 11.4 penalty minutes while giving up 2.5 goals per 
game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (lower-
body), Frederik Andersen: day to day (undisclosed), Antti 
Raanta: day to day (upper body), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back). 

Bruins: Charlie McAvoy: out (covid-19), Jakub Zboril: out 
(lower body), Hampus Lindholm: day to day (upper body). 

Marchand helps Bruins beat Hurricanes to even series 2-2 

BOSTON (AP) — Brad Marchand had two goals and three 
assists, including the tiebreaker early in the third period, and 
the Boston Bruins beat the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 on 
Sunday to even their first-round playoff series at two games 
apiece. 

Boston was playing without its top two defenseman after 
Charlie McAvoy was a last-minute scratch and joined 
Hampus Lindholm on the sideline, but the Bruins twice rallied 
for their second straight playoff win.  

Patrice Bergeron had a goal and two assists, and David 
Pastrnak had one of each for the Bruins. Rookie Jeremy 
Swayman made 23 saves.  

Brett Pesce and Jordan Staal scored for Carolina, and Antti 
Raanta returned to stop 23 shots for the Metropolitan 
Division champions.  

Game 5 of the best-of-seven series is Tuesday night in 
Carolina, and Game 6 will be in Boston on Thursday.  

LIGHTNING 7, MAPLE LEAFS 3 

TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Ross Colton scored twice, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy had 22 saves and Tampa Bay got off to a fast 
start and evened the first-round playoff series. 

Steven Stamkos, Pierre Edouard Bellemare and Pat Maroon 
scored in the first eight minutes against Game 3 star Jack 
Campbell in the opening period. Corey Perry and Ondrej 

Palat also scored, and Brandon Hagel and Nikita Kucherov 
each had two assists for the Lightning. 

Vasilevskiy improved to 17-0 in games following a playoff 
loss over the past three postseasons for the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champions. 

William Nylander scored twice and Jake Muzzin also had a 
goal for the Maple Leafs. Campbell gave up five goals on 16 
shots before being replaced in the second period by Erik 
Kallgren, who stopped all 10 shots he faced. 

Game 5 is Tuesday night in Toronto. 

KINGS 4, OILERS 0 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jonathan Quick tried to make a 
couple of his 31 saves without his glove during a masterful 
performance, Carl Grundstrom scored two third-period goals 
and Los Angeles evened the first-round playoff series. 

After Trevor Moore and Troy Stecher scored in the first 
period, Quick earned his 10th career playoff shutout while 
the Kings firmly shut down Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl. Los Angeles earned its first playoff victory on home 
ice since the club raised the Stanley Cup for the second time 
in 2014. 

Mike Smith stopped 42 shots for the Oilers. 

Game 5 is Tuesday night in Edmonton, with Game 6 back in 
Los Angeles on Thursday. 
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Marchand scores twice, Bruins beat Canes to tie series at 2 

By Jimmy Golen 

BOSTON (AP) — Brad Marchand raced toward the empty 
net, and there was nothing Carolina defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo could do except throw his stick at the puck. 
Forward Jesperi Kotkaniemi shattered his across the goal in 
frustration. 

It’s the playoffs, and Marchand is at his best — scoring, 
passing and getting under his opponent’s skin. 

“It’s a time he loves to play, and he shows it,” Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy said after Marchand’s two-goal, three-assist 
game in Boston’s 5-2 Game 4 victory over the Hurricanes on 
Sunday tied the first-round playoff series at 2.  

“There’s some chirping going on now, too,” Cassidy said. 
“And I think that can elevate his game, as well.” 

Patrice Bergeron had a goal and two assists and drew a 
high-sticking double minor from Sebastian Aho at the end of 
the second period that gave the Bruins a 5-on-3 and left their 
captain with a black eye and several stitches. 

Sixty-eight seconds after the penalty, and 44 seconds into 
the third period, Marchand scored to break a 2-2 tie.  

Rookie Jeremy Swayman made 23 saves for his second 
straight win, and David Pastrnak had a goal and an assist.  

The series returns to Carolina for Game 5 on Tuesday night.  

“It starts over now. We just regroup,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “You should have a little emotion right 
now. It should hurt, and it should bother you and then 
tomorrow you start fresh.” 

And now, the Bruins are assured a Game 6 in Boston on 
Thursday.  

“This is what every kid’s kind of hoping — to get that 
opportunity playing for that Cup,” Marchand said. “These are 
the most fun games to play in, when there’s high emotion, 
high intensity and the most is on the line. If you can’t play in 
these games, I don’t know what you’re playing for.” 

Jake DeBrusk also scored for the Bruins, who scratched top 
defenseman Charlie McAvoy after he went into the NHL’s 
COVID-19 protocol about an hour before the opening faceoff. 
No. 2 defenseman Hampus Lindholm has been out since a 
hit to the head in Game 2.  

“We’re playing for our season,” Marchand said. “It’s really 
tough when you lose guys like that, but here’s a lot of pride in 
the room, a lot of character We’ve always shown that.”  

Brett Pesce and Jordan Staal scored for Carolina, and Antti 
Raanta returned to stop 23 shots for the Metropolitan 
Division champions.  

Pesce gave Carolina the lead six minutes into the game, the 
fourth straight time the Hurricanes have scored first — the 
seventh time, if you count their three regular-season wins 
over Boston.  

But Bergeron tied it with four minutes to play in the first 
period when he slid a loose puck through Raanta’s legs. Just 
33 seconds into the second period, Nino Niederreiter 

backhanded it out to Staal for the one-timer that gave 
Carolina a 2-1 lead.  

ADVERTISEMENT 

In the last 90 seconds of the second period, Marchand 
backhanded the puck into Raanta and it wound up in the 
crease just sitting there for DeBrusk to clean up. 

Brind’Amour challenged for goalie interference, but the call 
stood. That gave Boston a power play, and it became a 5-on-
3 when Aho cut Bergeron’s eye.  

Boston still had 44 seconds on the 5-on-3 and 2:58 after that 
on the double-minor when the third period started. With one 
second left in the two-man advantage, Marchand wristed one 
into the net to give Boston its first lead of the day. 

Pastrnak added an insurance goal five minutes later, and 
Marchand put in an empty-netter. 

RAANTA RETURNS 

Raanta left in the first period of the second game after a 
collision with Pastrnak. Pyotr Kochetkov relieved him and 
picked up the win in Game 2 as the Hurricanes took a 2-0 
lead in the series.  

But the Bruins beat Kochetkov 4-2 on Friday night, and 
Raanta was back for Game 4.  

CLOCK WATCHING 

Marchand’s first goal was so close to the end of the 5-on-3 
that the officials had to check whether the first penalty had 
expired. At issue was whether the Bruins would get the full 
advantage of the double-minor to Aho (if the goal came at 43 
seconds), or if it would be chopped down to the last 2 
minutes (if the goal came at 44 seconds).  

After a review, it was determined to come at the 43-second 
mark of the period, meaning Boston still had 2:53 of a power 
play. That was erased by a high-sticking call on Matt 
Grzelcyk about two minutes later.  

SCRATCHED 

McAvoy was scratched less than an hour before the opening 
faceoff and placed in the NHL’s COVID-19 protocol.  

“We knew this morning that something might be amiss, found 
out this morning that he’s going into protocol,” Cassidy said. 
“Let’s hope Charlie comes out of it well, first of all, and feels 
fine and we get him back as soon as possible.” 

Josh Brown, who appeared in six games for the Bruins after 
joining them from Ottawa at the trade deadline, was active 
instead. 

A 24-year-old Boston University product who was taken in 
the first round of the 2016 draft, McAvoy had career-highs of 
10 goals and 46 assists, leading all Bruins defensemen in 
scoring and with an average of 24 minutes, 39 seconds on 
the ice per game.  

Lindholm, the team’s top trade deadline acquisition, left 
Game 2 showing signs of a concussion and has not 
returned.  
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Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour contends goalie was interfered with on 2nd-
period goal 

By Greg Wyshynski  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said the Boston 
Bruins were handed a goal by the officials when his goalie 
interference challenge failed to overturn a second-period tally 
from forward Jake DeBrusk. 

"They're too good a team to just give them goals. We have 
no chance if that happens," said Brind'Amour after Sunday's 
Game 4 at Boston's TD Garden, a 5-2 Bruins victory that 
knotted their first-round series at 2. 

With 1:16 left in the second period, DeBrusk scored a power-
play goal to tie the game at 2. Forward Brad Marchand 
backhanded the puck on Carolina goalie Antti Raanta, who 
unsuccessfully tried to cover it. A scramble at the net 
ensued, and DeBrusk finally tapped the puck over the goal 
line. 

Replays showed that Raanta's left pad was moved by a stick 
before the goal was scored, knocking him off balance. It 
wasn't clear whether it was the stick of DeBrusk or that of 
Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce that had jostled the goalie. 

"I didn't have it covered. But I felt like if you can take the 
goalie out of his balance and then score, it should be goalie 
interference," said Raanta. "I had a good conversation with 
the ref. It is what it is." 

Brind'Amour opted to use a coach's challenge on the play, 
but the goal was upheld. 

"I would have bet my life on that one," said Brind'Amour. "It's 
clear -- especially the view that we saw after -- that [the puck] 
is in between his pads and loose. But the guy came from the 
side, pushes his pads, squirts the puck out and puts it in. It's 
a little different if the guy had come in from the front and 
played the puck. You can't play the puck when it's in 

between his legs from the side and knock the goalie 
sideways." 

The NHL explained the call by citing Rule 69.7, which states, 
that "in a rebound situation, or where a goalkeeper and 
attacking player(s) are simultaneously attempting to play a 
loose puck, whether inside or outside the crease, incidental 
contact will be permitted, and any goal that is scored as a 
result thereof will be allowed." 

Carolina was hit with a delay of game penalty. That turned 
out to be a costly gamble as center Sebastian Aho took a 
high-sticking double-minor penalty 51 seconds later for 
bloodying Boston captain Patrice Bergeron, giving the Bruins 
a 5-on-3 advantage with 25 seconds left in the period. 
Marchand scored the game-winning goal just 44 seconds 
into the third period on the power play, just as the delay of 
game penalty expired. 

Marchand had a point (two goals, three assists) on each of 
the Bruins' five goals in the game. 

The delay of game penalty was one of six the Hurricanes 
took in the second period. Carolina took eight minor 
penalties in the game for 18 total minutes. The Bruins were 
2-for-9 on the power play, playing 12:10 with the man 
advantage in the game. 

"We obviously took too many penalties these last two 
games. It's just a matter of us being more disciplined. But 
those guys are really good hockey players," said center 
Vincent Trocheck. 

Game 5 is back in Raleigh on Tuesday night. The Bruins are 
expected to be without top defenseman Charlie McAvoy, 
who entered the NHL's COVID-19 protocol on Sunday and 
missed Game 4. 
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Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: Bruins’ Big Three takes over in Game 4 

By Emily Sadler  

Considering the successful reunion of David Pastrnak with 
Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand in Friday’s Game 3, it 
was no surprise to see Boston Bruins head coach Bruce 
Cassidy turn once again to his big three on Sunday as the 
home team attempted to even up their first-round series 
against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Cassidy’s decision was a good one, with the Bruins’ top trio 
combining for 10 points among them in Sunday’s 5-2 Game 
4 victory. That brought their two-game cumulative tally to 16 
after their success Friday night to propel Boston back into 
this series. 

Together, the trio was outstanding — a throwback to past 
post-season success — but no single player had a bigger 
impact on the outcome of this one than Marchand. 

He was in his element — on the scoresheet (to the tune of 
two goals and three helpers) as well as under the skin of his 
opponents. 

What looked like a lopsided series controlled by Carolina just 
a few days ago is now a best-of-three with momentum 
favouring the Spoked B. 

Here’s what else happened during Sunday’s pair of 
afternoon games: 

HURRICANES UNRAVEL IN LOSING EFFORT 

Optimism was in short supply in Boston pregame when it 
was announced the Bruins would be without star 
defenceman Charlie McAvoy after he was placed in COVID 
protocol. And yet despite the loss of the their top two D-men 
(Hampus Lindholm missed his second straight game due to 
injury), the Bruins were by far the better team in this one. 

Things started out well enough for the visiting squad. As they 
have all series so far, the Hurricanes opened the scoring on 
Sunday. They started off the second frame with promise as 
well, taking a 2-1 lead just 33 seconds in. 

And then things fell apart. 

Carolina took six penalties in the second period, including 
four in the final seven minutes of the frame, playing an 
undisciplined game and letting their emotions take control. 
By the time Hurricanes defenceman Tony DeAngelo hurled 
his stick across the ice in an irrational attempt to stop a 
Marchand empty-netter, the team looked completely lost and 
defeated — not to mention a far cry from the club that put up 
a 2-0 series lead just a few days earlier. 

BRIND’AMOUR CONFOUNDED BY CONTROVERSIAL 
NON-CALL 

What’s this? A controversial goal resulting in an unsuccessful 
coach’s challenge for goalie interference that totally swung 
the momentum of the game? In this post-season? Couldn’t 
be. 

Late in the second period of what was a 2-1 game favouring 
Carolina, Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk snuck the puck past 
Antti Raanta to tie things up. The goal came after Raanta 
had initially made a save, but momentarily lost track of the 
puck as it sat between his pads. DeBrusk sought it out, 
coming around the side of the net and poking his stick 
through, making contact with Raanta’s pad in the process. 
Here’s how it all went down: 

The call on the ice was a goal, and that was upheld following 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s challenge. 

Brad Marchand scored a power-play goal 44 seconds into 
the third during a 5-on-3 advantage after Sebastian Aho 
added insult to injury with a high-sticking penalty when 
Carolina was already shorthanded from the unsuccessful 
challenge. 

Brind’Amour was clearly confounded by the call, telling 
reporters post-game he was certain the goal would not 
count. 

“I would’ve bet my life on that one,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
tough. It’s clearly — especially the view that we saw after — 
it’s in between his pads, loose, I’m all good with that, but 
[DeBrusk] came from the side, pushes his pad, squirts the 
puck out, taps it in.” 

Brind’Amour said it would have been different had the goal-
scorer come from the front to play the puck. The puck, after 
all, was loose. The issue was how, and from where, DeBrusk 
made contact.   

“You can’t play the puck when it’s in between his legs from 
the side and knock the goalie sideways,” he said, later 
adding that the Bruins are “too good a team to just give ’em 
goals.”  

BINNINGTON’S BACK IN THE WIN COLUMN 

The Bruins weren’t the only team to go back to their 
championship roots enroute to tying up their series on 
Sunday afternoon. 

After bolting out of the gates in this Round 1 matchup, the 
Blues lost back-to-back games in lopsided fashion and risked 
leaving St. Louis on the brink of elimination on Sunday. 
Blues head coach Craig Berube switched up his lineup, 
including making a goalie change, which ultimately gave the 
home team the jolt it needed. 

Binnington, who got his first start of these playoffs after Ville 
Husso started the first three games, saved 28 of 30 shots in 
the 5-2 win, registering his first post-season victory since 
Game 7 of the 2019 Stanley Cup Final. Since that victory, 
the 28-year-old went 0-for-9 in playoff starts over the course 
of two first-round exits. 

The Blues also saw vintage performances from David Perron 
— he had two goals Sunday, bringing him to four through 
four games so far — and Ryan O’Reilly, whose goal and two 
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assists gave his mom, Bonnie O’Reilly, a lot to celebrate 
during this Mother’s Day matinee. 

The highlight of the night in St. Louis, though (aside from all 
the Bonnie celebration GIFs, of course!) belongs to Jordan 
Kyrou, whose second goal of the night was a beauty: 

The series now heads back to Minnesota all tied up at 2-2, 
with Game 5 set for Tuesday night. 

BLUES’ BANGED-UP BLUE LINE = MARATHON MINUTES 
FOR FAULK, PARAYKO 

St. Louis won the game, but lost another defenceman in the 
process as Marco Scandella, who wasn’t 100 per cent 
heading into this one, played just 1:34 on Sunday before 
being ruled out for the rest of the game. 

This, after the Blues are already without Torey Krug, Nick 
Leddy, and Robert Bortuzzo. Scott Perunovich was inserted 
back into the lineup, but this is still a story to watch as the 
series goes on. Justin Faulk (31:10) and Colton Parayko 
(30:37) played the bulk of this one, with Berube needing 
some creativity in order to keep the rotations moving. 

Hurricanes’ Brind’Amour at a loss over non-call for goalie interference 

It is said that there are two sure things in life: death and 
taxes. Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
would have added getting a goal overturned in Sunday’s 
game against the Boston Bruins as another lock.  

He would have been wrong.  

“I would have bet my life on that one,” said Brind’Amour, 
after making an unsuccessful goalie-interference challenge 
on a second-period power-play goal by Boston’s Jake 
DeBrusk.  

On the play, Boston’s Brad Marchand throws the puck 
toward the net from the corner, where it hits Carolina goalie 
Antti Raanta, who loses track of it. DeBrusk then comes from 
the side and jams toward the puck, but appears to catch the 
goalie’s left pad, which opens up his legs and exposes the 
puck. Eventually, DeBrusk is able to sweep it in amidst the 
ensuing scramble.   

“It’s clearly — especially the view that we saw after — [the 
puck] is in between his pads, loose. And I’m all good with 

that,” Brind’Amour told reporters after the game, a 5-2 loss 
for his team. “But the guy came from the side, pushes his 
pads, squirts the puck out, taps it in. It’s a little different if the 
guy had come in from the front and was actually playing the 
puck. You can’t play the puck when it’s in between his legs 
from the side and knock the goalie sideways.” 

The NHL explained that the incidental contact was allowable. 

The play was costly in more ways than one for Carolina. The 
goal, which tied the game 2-2, stood and Brind’Amour’s 
unsuccessful challenge then put the Bruins back on the 
power play. That became a 5-on-3 man-advantage when 
Sebastian Aho was given a double-minor for high-sticking 
Boston’s Patrice Bergeron in the slot. Marchand eventually 
scored during the extended power play, giving the Bruins the 
lead. 

“It’s tough, it’s tough,” Brind’Amour said, whose team is now 
tied 2-2 in the first-round playoff series. “They’re too good a 
team to just give ’em goals. We have no chance if we’re 
gonna get that happen.” 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Player Props: Count on big games from Evander Kane, William 
Nylander 

By Nick Alberga 

It’s time to celebrate Mother’s Day in style! 

And what better way to do so then with another quadruple 
header in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The quartet of Game 4s will get underway at 12:30 p.m. ET / 
9:30 a.m. PT as the Bruins host the Hurricanes. After that, 
down 2-1, St. Louis entertains Minnesota. After that, the 
maple Leafs and Oilers will look to go up 3-1 in their series to 
move within one win of advancing to Round 2. 

But first, some prop bets for your consideration: 

PROP 1: Evander Kane Anytime Goal (+150) 

Sometimes in sports betting, riding the hot hand makes too 
much sense. And Kane, especially at that price, is a prime 
example of that. Simply put, the Los Angeles Kings do not 
have an answer for him. In the past two games alone, the 
power forward has scored five times on 12 shots. The Kane-
McDavid combo has been lights-out for the Oilers. 

PROP 2: William Nylander Over 2.5 SOG (-130) 

Even though Nylander said he’s not thinking about it, there’s 
no question he’s thinking about it. Despite firing off a total of 

11 shots on goal in the series, the 26-year-old has yet to find 
the back of the net. He’s the cleared the 2.5 total in each of 
the first three games and with pressure mounting, I’d expect 
the volume shooting to continue Sunday night. This guy’s 
due. 

PROP 3: Jordan Kyrou Over 0.5 Assists (+155) 

Since their decisive Game 1 victory, the Blues have lost 
back-to-back games. Across the board, they need more from 
everybody, including Kyrou, who has just one measly point – 
a goal – in the series. In the regular season, the 24-year-old 
notched 75 points in 74 games, so we all know he’s fully 
capable of being a difference maker for St. Louis. The time is 
nigh. 

PROP 4: Carolina Hurricanes Race to 3 Goals (+145) 

To preface, I like the Canes to win this game and grab a 3-1 
series lead. For my money, they’re the better team, but full 
credit to Boston for their response in Game 3, even though 
Carolina scored first for the third consecutive game. Don’t 
forget, the Canes are 6-1 against the B’s this season. That 
said, if they’re going to push through Sunday afternoon, 
they’ll have to solve Jeremy Swayman, who made 25 saves 
in the Game 3 victory. Playing a hunch here. 
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Tony DeAngelo launches his stick toward Brad Marchand to cap feisty Game 4 

By Thomas Williams 

The first-round series between the Boston Bruins and 
Carolina Hurricanes is getting dramatic, and of course that 
narrative is developing around the most polarizing players on 
either team. 

In the dying seconds of Game 4 as Bruins winger Brad 
Marchand went in all alone to pot the empty-net goal to 
secure the 5-2 win, the stick of Carolina defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo was unexpectedly hurled towards him — either in 
some half-baked effort to try and stop the inevitable goal, out 
of pure frustration, or to take out the legs of the Bruins star. 

The action is certainly up for interpretation: 

DeAngelo is known to throw an occasional temper tantrum 
on and off the ice, so much so that he was eventually bought 
out by the Rangers after starting a fight with then-teammate 
Alex Georgiev in the tunnel after a loss to Pittsburgh in 
January 2021. 

Eventually, the Hurricanes decided to sign the maligned, but 
offensively gifted, defenseman to a cheap one-year deal. 
And while they reaped the on-ice benefits of signing a player 
known to have a bad attitude, they might be slightly 
embarrassed by it after he threw a fit on Sunday. 

Earlier in the game — one in which the two super-pests went 
at it all day long — Marchand responded to DeAngelo 
chirping his nose size by seemingly reminding the 
Hurricanes blueliner of some of his past transgressions. 

In addition to being a notable defender of Donald Trump — 
so much so that he decided to quit Twitter and Instagram 
when the former president was kicked off those platforms — 
DeAngelo was also once suspended from the Ontario 
Hockey League for eight games after he called his teammate 
a slur. It was the second time that season that he was 
suspended because he said something offensive. 

Whether Marchand is acknowledging those events from 
2014, or is just assuming someone spewing so much vile 
hate during his time on Twitter, has racist tendencies, is still 
unknown. But, he certainly won’t let anyone know exactly 
what he said. 

After the game, when asked about the altercation, Marchand 
told the media that he “was just saying hi,” and asking how 
his Mother’s Day was. 

Lucky us to be getting at least two more games between 
these clubs, as the Bruins’ 5-2 win tied up the series at two. 
It continues on Tuesday night. 
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Remarkable Penalty Parade Dooms Hurricanes in Disheartening Game Four Loss to Bruins 

By Brett Finger 

The Carolina Hurricanes seemed to be primed for a big 
bounceback effort against the Boston Bruins on Sunday. 

Accompanying the return of Antti Raanta to the Carolina net 
was the absence of Boston’s top defenceman, Charlie 
McAvoy, who was scratched from the lineup just an hour 
before the start of game four due to being placed on the 
COVID-19 list. 

On top of that, the B’s went without Hampus Lindholm, their 
significant trade deadline acquisition, again on the blue line. 

As promising as much of the first half of the game was for 
the Hurricanes, the second half was exponentially more 
disheartening and wildly concerning. 

The Canes blew a pair of leads, gifted the Bruins with nine 
power plays and multiple long 5-on-3 chances, and simply 
fell apart in grand fashion in front of a rabid Boston crowd en 
route to a 5-2 game-four loss.  

The Hurricanes got off to one of their better starts of the 
series in the opening moments of the first period, generating 
a few quality chances before procuring the game’s first 
power play. 

Carolina came up empty on the early man advantage and 
again on their second try nine minutes later, but they did 
break the ice with the game’s first goal at 14:06. 

An excellent passing sequence in transition ended with 
Jordan Staal firing the puck to a streaking Brett Pesce in the 
slot, and Pesce put the high-danger chance under the pad of 
Jeremy Swayman to make it 1-0. 

Just a few ticks over two minutes later, though, the Bruins 
responded. 

Boston captain Patrice Bergeron jumped all over a loose 
puck at the side of the Canes net and made a slick move to 
maneuver it through the legs of Antti Raanta to tie the game. 

Carolina’s captain had some tricks up his sleeve, as well. 
Just 33 seconds into the second period, Nino Niederreiter 
slid a gorgeous behind-the-back centering pass to Jordan 
Staal. The veteran pivot rifled a quick shot by Swayman on 
the short side to give the Hurricanes their second lead of the 
game. 

A hot start to the second period wouldn’t last, though. 

Andrei Svechnikov started a borderline unbelievable parade 
of penalties for the Hurricanes in the middle frame. It started 
just 59 seconds into the period with his retaliatory 
interference of Derek Forbort and was quickly followed by 

Vincent Trocheck clearing the puck right into the stands just 
38 seconds later. 

Carolina certainly bent, but they didn’t break during the long 
5-on-3 sequence. 

That was far from the end of the penalty drama, though. 

The Hurricanes successfully killed a Teuvo Teravainen 
hooking penalty just before the 16-minute mark of the period, 
but a minute and a half later, they went back to work when 
Niederreiter got the gate for tripping. 

On their fifth power play of the night and their fourth of the 
period, the Bruins finally capitalized by way of Jake DeBrusk 
shoving a loose puck home from under Raanta. Rod 
Brind’Amour challenged the goal for goalie interference, 
which failed, and Boston was awarded another power play 
as a result. 

Less than a minute into that penalty kill, Sebastian Aho high-
sticked Bergeron. It drew some serious blood, which added a 
four-minute double-minor to the equation and another long 5-
on-3 for the Bruins with just 25 seconds to go in the middle 
frame. 

In the early moments of the third period, the Bruins took their 
first lead of the afternoon. 

In the dying moments of the 5-on-3, Brad Marchand rifled a 
wrist shot by the glove of Raanta to make it a 3-2 game. 

The Hurricanes went on to kill most of the remainder of the 
Aho double minor, which was partially nullified by a Matt 
Grzelcyk high-sticking minor. 

4:46 into the third period, the Hurricanes and Bruins finally 
returned to 5-on-5 play, and the Hurricanes had work to do to 
regain some kind of momentum. Instead, they fell even 
further behind the eight-ball. 

At 5:41 of the third period, Marchand got a step on Brady 
Skjei down the wall, created enough space to guide a slick 
centering pass to David Pastrnak in front of the net, and 
Pasta navigated around the outstretched pad of Raanta to 
establish the first multi-goal lead of the game. 

A remarkably pointless crosscheck to the face of Curtis 
Lazar by Tony DeAngelo at the halfway point of the third 
period again delayed a potential pushback from the 
Hurricanes in the second half of the final frame. 

DeAngelo’s trip to the penalty box marked the Hurricanes’ 
ninth penalty kill. 

The Hurricanes briefly threatened at points down the stretch, 
but they never sustained that pressure for more than a few 
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shots on net. Marchand capped the game off with an empty-
net goal to make it 5-2 with 35 seconds left. 

While the penalties will be the story of game four, the lack of 
composure and competitiveness down the stretch is probably 
the most concerning aspect of the loss. The Hurricanes got 
overwhelmed and fell apart at the seams in a hostile 
environment. 

Both teams have swept their two home-ice opportunities, 
which should hopefully bode well for the Hurricanes as they 
return home for Tuesday’s game five. Still, there is no 
denying that every ounce of momentum in this first-round 
series is now going in the direction of the Boston Bruins. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Pesce, Trocheck, Raanta on Game 4 loss 

By Brett Finger and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes dropped game four to the Boston 
Bruins by a final score of 5-2 at TD Garden in Boston on 
Sunday. 

It was a disheartening loss that evened the first-round series 
at two games apiece. 

Rod Brind’Amour, Brett Pesce, Vincent Trocheck, and Antti 
Raanta spoke to the media after the game. Here’s what they 
had to say. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

I would've bet my life on that. It’s tough. It’s in between his 
pads loose. The guy came from the side, pushes his pad, 
squirts the puck out, and taps it in. It’s a little different if the 
guy comes from the front and plays the puck. You can’t play 
the puck when it’s in between his legs from the side and 
knock the goalie sideways. If you can, then I don’t know how 
Niederreiter’s goal isn’t a goal in the first game when they 
said it’s 100% not a goal. It’s frustrating because it almost 
feels like we're living this again from four years ago when we 
had an issue. I’m not going to go into it, but it’s tough. 
They’re too good a team to just give them goals. We have no 
chance if that’s going to happen. 

The rest of the penalties are real penalties. We took too 
many. It felt like the whole game we were shorthanded. 
Those top guys, they’re as elite as they come. You just can’t 
give them those looks. 

We had a good game going. We’re up 1-0, and then 
unfortunately we had a slip-up with one of their best players. 
On the first goal, it’s loose coverage for no reason. Now the 
game’s different, Then, what happened in the second 
happened. It starts over now. We just regroup. We should 
have a little emotion right now. It should hurt. It should bother 
you. Tomorrow, you start fresh and you’re excited that you 
have another game to play. 

They’re the type of player that, if you give them that little bit 
of room, they make you pay. You’re kind of with your guy, 
but you have to be right with them. Otherwise, they can put it 
in the back of your net. You gotta tip your hat to those guys. 
Other stuff, we have to be better at. 

We really had two power plays tonight. I know they’re going 
to say we had five, no we didn’t. We had two power plays. 
We had one for two seconds and one for six seconds. 
Another was for 40 coming off a kill. That doesn’t count. We 
had two power plays. We have to be better, but I thought we 
generated a couple of looks. We’ll keep going at it, but that’s 
really all we had tonight. 

Brett Pesce 

I don’t know. Everyone has their own opinions. The refs 
looked it over and made a call. It is what it is. We’ll move on.  

Yup. It’s frustrating, for sure. But like I said, the refs reviewed 
it. They do a good job. They’re in the NHL for a reason. They 
made the call, and it is what it is. We’ll move on.  

Myself included, our penalty kill needs to do a little better job. 
We could be a little more disciplined, but it is what it is.  

Yeah, we like our 5-on-5 game right now. We know we need 
to stay out of the box. We’ll learn from it, and on to the next 
one.  

It felt good. Not as good as I’d like to after the game.  

Jordan [Staal], what a pass. It fell right on to my stick, 
actually. I just tried to get it to the net, and thankfully it went 
in.  

I don’t know. It’s playoffs. Emotions are running high. Some 
of them we obviously don’t mean to. It’s some high sticks. It’s 
something unfortunate that happens. It just so happens we 
took a few like that in the game. Look at game one, they took 
all the penalties, right? I think it all evens out at the end. It’s 
ultimately going to come down to our 5-on-5 play, which I’ve 
liked. So, we need to stick to that.  

Vincent Trocheck 

They’re a good team, right. We’re both fighting for a Stanley 
Cup. We knew it wasn’t going to be easy. We didn’t come in 
here thinking that they were going to roll over and let us win 
the next two games. Obviously we’d like to stay out of the 
box, but it is what it is. It’s a tough game. They’re a good 
team. Luckily it’s a seven-game series. It’s 0-0 now, so best 
of three. We’ve got a good chance to go home and make it 
1-0.  

We know we’ve got to be better on special teams, both the 
power play and the penalty kill. But at the end of the day it’s 
game four. We lost two in a row. And like I said, we’ve got a 
chance to go home and make it 1-0 in a three-game series at 
home.  

Be more disciplined. Stay out of the box. And our power play 
has to better. We’ve been saying it all along that it’s time that 
we start scoring on the power play. Their power play gets 
chances and they put it in the net. That’s kind of been the 
difference these last two games.  

Equipment.  

I don’t know if their energy was any lower in games one and 
two, I think we just played better in games one and two. I 
think the penalty kill and power play have had a ton to do 
with it. We obviously took too many penalties these last two 
games. When we were at home they took a few too many 
and our power play was able to capitalize. It’s a matter of us 
being more disciplined, I guess. But those guys are really 
good hockey players. They’ve been doing it a long time. 
They are veteran guys who have won Stanley Cups. They 
know what it takes. Obviously we’ve got to make sure that 
we are limiting them, but they’re going to get their chances 
and score their goals. We’ve just got to be a little more 
disciplined.  

I don’t know. Maybe a little bit, but once you are out on the 
ice you aren’t thinking about the crowd at all.  
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Antti Raanta 

Like you saw, it was a good goal. I didn’t have it covered. I 
just felt like if you can take the goalie out of his balance and 
then score, it should be a goalie interference. But I had a 
good conversation with the ref, and it is what it is. It’s just 
one of those where you have to regroup and get back to 
work. It’s obviously frustrating, and I could have probably 
played it a little bit differently. It happens, and that’s hockey.  

I’ve just been trying to get back on the ice and feeling good 
on the ice and get all the stuff that’s been working working. I 
had a good skate Friday and yesterday. I felt good to go 
today. That’s kind of what it’s been the last couple of days.  

It’s tough. It happens so quickly. When the goalie goes to 
play the puck, there might be a chance to get a little contact 
with players. I was just trying to get the puck out of our zone. 
It was a little hidden. That’s what it is. It’s also hockey. I 
wouldn’t think that Pastrnak is one of those guys who tries to 
go at goalies or go at them on purpose. I think it’s just a 
hockey play, and sometimes collisions happen.  

I think we just have to stay out of the box. If we take that 
many penalties like the last couple games, that’s been pretty 
much the game. We lost the special team game. I think 5-on-

5 we’ve been playing good. We’ve got to stay out of the box. 
I think if we can get a little more action at their net and get 
shots in and go for rebounds. Obviously I can be better than 
today. There were a couple goals where you could do 
something differently and maybe stop the puck. I think 
overall we can just be better all over the place.  

No, I don’t feel like that. Like I said, I feel like the special 
teams has been the biggest thing in the last couple games. 
Two 5-on-3s today. We killed the first one. Then going to the 
third period you have a minute left and a four-minute period 
there also. It just takes a lot out of guys who are killing 
penalties. Even if you can kill the penalties, you will struggle 
to get back to the 5-on-5 game and getting pucks deep. 
You’re going to be a little bit tired. I think if we can just stay 
out of the box. It’s what everybody is saying, but it’s playoffs. 
That’s how the games are decided. Even if you can kill the 
penalties, it takes something out of you. That’s going to be 
the biggest thing. We know how we need to play. Now it’s a 
little bit of regroup and recovery and getting back home and 
ready for Tuesday.  
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Bruins tie up first round playoff series 2-2 despite best efforts from Canes  

By Sam Overton  

Across two days of play at TD Garden in Boston, the Boston 
Bruins evened the series record to 2-2 after two wins over 
the Carolina Hurricanes on Friday, May 6 and Sunday, May 
8. 

Despite two impressive games in Raleigh over the first half of 
the week, Carolina ultimately wasn’t able to net another win 
in Boston and will return to PNC Arena on Tuesday. 

On night one in Boston, goaltender Jeremy Swayman took 
over for his first career playoff start. Replacing previous 
goalie Linus Ullmark, Swayman stopped 25 shots on goal 
across Friday night’s match, an impressive feat for the 
Alaskan rookie. 

Unfortunately for the Canes, left-wing Jordan Martinook fell 
during the second period after a collision with Boston left-
wing Taylor Hall. After limping into the tunnel, Martinook was 
unable to return for the rest of Friday’s game and didn’t make 
it onto the ice for Sunday’s match, either. It’s still unclear 
when he’ll return to Carolina’s lineup. 

To add insult to injury, Bruins left-wing Brad Marchand gave 
Boston its first lead of the season over the Hurricanes. 
Although center Vincent Trocheck initially put Carolina up 1-0 
in the first period, goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov was unable to 
keep up with Boston’s offense. 

After center Charlie Coyle and Marchand’s initial goals in the 
first and second periods, Hall and right-wing David Pastrnak 
cemented Boston’s victory on home ice. Carolina picked up 
another goal from defenseman Jaccob Slavin late in the third 
period, but it wasn’t enough to save the team’s winning 
streak. 

There weren’t any major injuries on either side, but one 
mishap sent an off-ice official to Massachusetts General 
Hospital on a stretcher. Following Pasternak’s goal, timeout 
coordinator Joe Foley was rendered unconscious from a 
falling pane of glass. Luckily, it seems that Foley is going to 
be just fine. 

Luckily for the Hurricanes, goaltender Antti Raanta was back 
on the ice for Sunday’s match. Raanta, who was razor-sharp 
for game one of the playoffs, experienced a tussle with 
Pastrnak on Wednesday night and retreated to the locker 
room until Sunday’s game. 

Martinook was still out from Friday night’s altercation, but so 
was Boston defenseman Hampus Lindholm. The Sweden 
native clashed with Carolina right-wing Andrei Svechnikov 
during game two, rendering him unable to play for the 
immediate future. 

Fellow Boston defenseman Charlie McAvoy was also 
scratched on Sunday afternoon, citing a COVID-related 
illness. McAvoy and Lindholm’s absences gave Carolina 

some gaps to potentially take advantage of, especially with 
Raanta’s return. 

After Friday night’s impressive performance from Boston, 
Carolina’s offense brought the heat across the first period. 
The puck largely stayed on the Bruins’ side of the ice, and a 
penalty early on from Boston defenseman Mike Reilly for 
high sticking gave Carolina its first opportunity to score on a 
power play. 

Although Carolina was ultimately unable to score on the first 
— or second — power plays, defenseman Brett Pesce 
cracked the match wide open with a neat wrist shot 14:06 
into the first period.  

Two minutes and three seconds later, center Patrice 
Bergeron tied things up for Boston with a backhand goal 
against Raanta. The first period ended without much 
incident, but tensions remained high in TD Garden. 

Less than a minute into the second period, center Jordan 
Staal gave the Hurricanes a little room to breathe with a 
bullet that soared right past Swayman. Within minutes, 
however, it became a 5v3 game to disadvantage Carolina — 
both Svechnikov and Trocheck were locked in the box, 
creating a stressful situation for Raanta. 

Luckily, Raanta handled Boston’s two-man advantage with 
ease. Able to keep the puck out of the goal for 1:23, he 
blocked shot after shot from the likes of Pastrnak and 
Marchand. The Hurricanes were faltering in terms of offense 
across the second period, but the team’s defense was able 
to keep up against the Bruins’ shots on goal. 

The Bruins tied up the game on a power play goal after right-
wing Nino Niederreiter was sent to the box for tripping 
against Boston center Craig Smith. Furthermore, center 
Sebastian Aho caught a double minor penalty for high 
sticking against Bergeron, lending another two-man 
advantage for Boston heading into the third period. 

Unfortunately, the Bruins did indeed take the lead 44 
seconds into the third period. Raanta, unable to kill the 5v3 
power play, let in a goal from Marchand. On top of that, 
officials determined there was one measly second left in 
Neiderreiter’s penalty — as such, Aho was forced to remain 
in the box for an additional 2:53. 

“You just have to regroup and then get back to work,” Raanta 
said. “It’s obviously frustrating and I probably could have 
played a bit differently, but that happens. It’s hockey.” 

Pastrnak cemented Boston’s solid lead against the Canes 
with a goal 5:41 into the third period. At this point, Carolina’s 
offensive and defensive success had dwindled significantly, 
and Raanta seemed a little off his game. 

The Hurricanes’ real fall from grace over the last two games 
in the playoffs came thanks to the team’s inability to protect 
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the power play kill. Although Carolina has generally done a 
great job of that in the regular season and during its games 
in Raleigh, the Hurricanes’ performance across power plays 
on Friday night and Sunday afternoon certainly had room for 
improvement. 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour pulled Raanta from the net 
with about three minutes left of gameplay, but it only 

benefitted Boston’s final score — Marchand netted his 
second goal of the game with a little over thirty seconds left 
of gameplay. 

The Hurricanes will face the Bruins again on Tuesday, May 
10 at PNC Arena for the fifth game in the first round of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. Puck drops at 7 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes Captain Stands By Tony DeAngelo After D-Man’s Game 4 Antics 

'I love Tony's game'  

By Adam London  

Game 4 of the first-round series between the Bruins and the 
Hurricanes was not Tony DeAngelo’s finest outing. 

Purely from a performance standpoint, DeAngelo actually 
was pretty good Sunday afternoon at TD Garden. The 
Carolina defenseman assisted on his team’s second goal of 
the game and he also logged two shots on net. But that solid 
offensive showing was completely overshadowed by 
extracurriculars. 

DeAngelo first became a sideshow when he engaged in a 
war of words with Brad Marchand. Later on, the 26-year-old 
committed a bone-headed cross-checking penalty and had a 
tantrum of sorts before he took a seat in the box. And in his 
final act of the afternoon, DeAngelo threw his stick in 

Marchand’s direction as the Bruins were in the process of 
sealing a series-tying victory. 

Antics such as those could seriously hamper the Hurricanes 
moving forward in this best-of-seven set, and there’s reason 
to believe we’ll see more of them from DeAngelo this week. 
Carolina captain Jordan Staal, however, isn’t at all worried 
about the hot-heated blueliner. 

“I love Tony’s game,” Staal told reporters Sunday, per The 
Athletic. “He’s obviously a competitive guy who wants to win 
and he’ll do whatever it takes. He’s been good for us all year 
long and will continue to do that.” 

DeAngelo’s next opportunity for redemption will be Tuesday 
night at PNC Arena, where the B’s and the ‘Canes will meet 
for Game 5. NESN’s full coverage of the pivotal tilt will begin 
at 6 p.m. ET. 

 

 

 

 

Rod Brind’Amour Warns Tony DeAngelo After Penalty, Outburst Vs. Bruins 

By Adam London  

Tony DeAngelo wasn’t able to keep himself composed and 
collected in the third period of Sunday’s Hurricanes-Bruins 
game at TD Garden. 

DeAngelo was sent to the penalty box for an egregious 
cross-check across the face of Curtis Lazar. The Carolina 
defenseman didn’t take his punishment quietly, as he 
proceeded to punch and shove Lazar near the Hurricanes’ 
net before he skated around chirping with his helmet off. 

Rod Brind’Amour surely appreciates and values the edge 
DeAngelo plays with, but the Carolina head coach knows 
you can’t go overboard in that department. 

“Well, he’s competitive as heck,” Brind’Amour told reporters 
after the Bruins’ 5-2 win, per team-provided video. “I mean, 
this guy wants to win bad. Obviously, we don’t want to see 
that. There’s a line. You got to be careful with the cross 
there, for sure.” 

DeAngelo evidently didn’t get all of his frustration out within 
the Lazar incident. The first-year Hurricane launched his 
stick in the direction of Brad Marchand as the star winger put 
the finishing touches on Boston’s Game 4 win with an empty-
net goal. 

The B’s boast a mature and savvy group, and this is not their 
core’s first rodeo in the postseason. With this first-round 
series now deadlocked at two games apiece, Carolina better 
hope DeAngelo doesn’t take the bait when Boston tries to 
get him off his game moving forward. 
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Rod Brind’Amour Couldn’t Believe Losing Coach’s Challenge In Game 4 

By Greg Dudek  

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour was still in 
disbelief about Boston Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk’s 
second-period goal in Game 4 on Sunday when he took the 
podium for his postgame press conference. 

Brind’Amour was so perplexed because he thought 
DeBrusk’s tap-in goal in a scrum in front of the net, which 
started a string of four unanswered tallies by the Bruins in 
their 5-2 victory, should never have counted. 

Brind’Amour was so confident that DeBrusk had committed 
goalie interference on the play that he used a coach’s 
challenge, and he surely didn’t like the outcome when the 
officials upheld the call.  

“I would have bet my life on that one,” Brind’Armour said as 
seen in a team-provided video. “It’s tough, especially the 
view that we saw after. It’s in-between his, (Hurricanes goalie 
Antti Raanta) pads loose, I’m all good with that, but the guy 
came from the side, pushes his pads, squirts the puck out, 
taps it in. Little different if the guy had come in from the front 

and was actually playing the puck. You can’t play the puck 
when it’s in-between his legs from the side and knock the 
goalie sideways, turn it to squirt it out. 

“If you can, then I don’t know how (Nino) Niederreiter’s goal 
isn’t a goal in the first game when they said, ‘100 percent, 
not a goal.’ It’s frustrating because it almost feels like we’re 
living this again from four years ago when we had an issue. 
I’m not going to go into it. It’s tough. They’re too good of a 
team to just give them goals. We have no chance if that’s 
going to happen.” 

Losing the challenge ended up costing Brind’Amour and the 
Hurricanes as the Bruins were gifted a power-play 
opportunity because of it. And Sebastian Aho’s high stick 
penalty on Patrice Bergeron moments later set the Bruins up 
on a 5-on-3 man advantage, which they capitalized on with 
Brad Marchand netting the go-ahead goal 44 seconds into 
the third period. 

Officiating will be a key topic as the series continues with 13 
total penalties called in Game 4. 
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Hurricanes turn what might’ve been quick series into slog. There’s no 
one else to blame 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

What could, and probably should, have been a comfortable first-round 
series for the Carolina Hurricanes has turned into a nightmare they can’t 
stop reliving. 

For the second year in a row, they’ve taken a winnable series against an 
opponent they dominated and turned it into both a knife-edge precipice 
and a soul-sapping slog. Their inability to deal quickly with the Nashville 
Predators 12 months ago left them less battle-tested than weary when 
they went up against the mighty Tampa Bay Lightning, a series they 
would have had to be at their absolute best to win. 

Here they are again doing the same thing, letting the Boston Bruins back 
into this first-round series and back into their heads, maybe more the 
latter than the former. By the time a totally-on-tilt Tony DeAngelo flung 
his stick at Brad Marchand’s empty-netter that made it a 5-2 win and an 
even series — he missed, the only penalty the Hurricanes avoided all 
night — the Hurricanes had guaranteed a return trip to this palace of pain 
for Game 6. 

Less than 48 hours after the Hurricanes berated themselves for their 
utter lack of discipline and promised to be better, they actually managed 
to get worse. DeAngelo got most of the attention for his running scraps 
with Marchand and Curtis Lazar, but the undisciplined play was endemic 
and universal. 

Vincent Trocheck gave the Bruins their first 5-on-3 by flipping the puck 
over the glass; Sebastian Aho gave the Bruins their second by high-
sticking Patrice Bergeron right under his right eye. Those penalties were 
black-letter law. There’s no complaining about the officiating there. 

“We got to stay out of the box,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “It’s 
pretty obvious. We’ve got to do a better job of … staying out of the box.” 

The Hurricanes compounded matters with a goaltender-interference 
challenge on Jake DeBrusk’s goal that made it 2-2, and while they 
certainly had grounds for complaint, there’s also the cost-benefit analysis 
of whether playing replay roulette is worth it when a loss would be the 
fifth straight penalty against your team. Which it was. Aho’s double-
minor, shortly after Trocheck missed the net on a short-handed 
breakaway, was the sixth. 

As righteously indignant as the Hurricanes want to be about it, 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour still challenged a borderline call at a 
time they absolutely, positively could not afford another penalty, and at a 
time when the score was still tied. Discretion and valor and all that. 

In a series the Hurricanes continue to dominate five-on-five — and 
frankly, it’s not even close — their inability to keep their cool, their 
composure, and their sticks down has let the Bruins right back into it. 

Sunday, the Bruins were missing not only Hampus Lindholm — still out, 
after Andrei Svechnikov’s punishing hit Wednesday — but Charlie 
McAvoy, who entered COVID-19 protocols Sunday morning. 

Nine, including two two-man advantages, fit the bill nicely. 

“Listen, you can’t give them — the rest of the penalties are real 
penalties,” Brind’Amour said. “We took too many. I don’t know what they 
ended up with, how many, it just felt like the whole game we were short-
handed. Their top guys are elite as they come. You just can’t give them 
those looks.” 

So the Hurricanes will go home having extended the series to at least six 
games in a firestorm of self-inflicted damage. A year ago, the energy 
expended early surely mattered. Their aspirations were even higher this 
season, although they’ll now have to be recalibrated in the short term to 
merely surviving this series first. 

Postseason energy management doesn’t always make sense. In 2019, 
the Hurricanes emerged from a hard-fought seven-game series with the 
Washington Capitals to sweep the New York Islanders, who had swept 
the PIttsburgh Penguins in the first round, and the Hurricanes were then 
swept themselves by the Bruins. 

Still, there’s no question this could have been over in four or five games if 
the Hurricanes had maintained the edge they had built at home. Surely, 
it’s harder to win on the road, and the Bruins have done a masterful job 
of picking their spots and their matchups, as evidenced by the Boston 
goal that made it 1-1, with Bergeron and Marchand taking advantage of 
Ian Cole and Brendan Smith and Carolina’s fourth line. But the gap 
between the teams after the first two games was big enough to overcome 
that. 

“Just keep our heads up and we’re going to be fine,” Hurricanes forward 
Andrei Svechnikov said. “We’ve been in this situation. Obviously, it’s a 
little bit tough the last couple games, but it’s fine. We’re going to be fine.” 

The Hurricanes, as much as the Bruins, turned this into a series. They’ll 
have to deal with that reckoning, not only Tuesday and Thursday and 
potentially in Game 7, but down the road should they fix their issues and 
advance. 
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour frustrated by NHL rule application on 
Bruins goal 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

Rod Brind’Amour probably saved himself $25,000 this time around with 
more moderate criticism of a controversial review of a Boston Bruins 
goal, but he couldn’t help alluding to that expensive — and equally 
frustrating — moment two years ago. 
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Then, in the Toronto bubble, it was a Charlie Coyle goal allowed over the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ objections. Sunday, it was Jake DeBrusk’s score-
tying goal late in the second period of a 5-2 Hurricanes loss in Game 4, 
the pivotal turning point in the entire game. 

The Hurricanes argued that DeBrusk had contacted Antti Raanta’s left 
pad from Raanta’s left and shoved the goalie over the goal line. DeBrusk 
then knocked the loose puck into the net. But the NHL ruled it was 
“incidental contact” while “making a play on the loose puck in the crease.” 

"Video review confirmed no goaltender interference occurred as Jake 
DeBrusk was making a play on the loose puck in the crease." 
https://t.co/pD7DfVaEg1 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 8, 2022 

Which was particularly frustrating for the Hurricanes, because they had 
an apparent Nino Niederreiter goal disallowed in Game 1 on essentially 
the same play, the on-ice officials ruling that Niederretier had contacted 
Linus Ullmark’s pads in the process of playing the puck. 

“I would bet my life on that one. So it’s tough,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
clearly, especially the view we saw after, it’s in between his pads, loose, 
I’m all good with that. But the guy came from the side, pushes the pad, 
squirts the puck out, taps it in. It’s a little different to me if the guy had 
come in from the front and was actually playing the puck. You can’t play 
the puck when it’s in between his legs from the side and knock the goalie 
sideways, turn him to squirt it out. 

“If you can, then I don’t know how Niederreiter’s goal isn’t a goal in the 
first game when they said it was 100 percent not a goal. It’s frustrating 
because it almost feels like we’re living this again from four years ago 
when we had an issue, as you know, I’m not going to go into it.” 

Four years ago, two years ago — either way Brind’Amour was referring 
to his comments to the News & Observer after the Coyle goal, in which 
he famously called the NHL “a joke” and the play “a crime scene” and 
was fined $25,000 and put on double-secret probation within a matter of 
hours. 

In this case, the decision to challenge was doubly costly because the 
Hurricanes had been called for four straight penalties and the failed 
challenge made it a fifth, followed shortly thereafter by Sebastian Aho 
high-sticking Patrice Bergeron in the face to make it a two-man 
advantage. The Bruins scored as the first penalty expired to make it 3-2 
and never looked back. 

“Everyone’s got opinions, but the refs looked it over and made their call 
and it is what it is,” said Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce, who was 
closest to the play. “We’ll move on.” 
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Bruins rattle Hurricanes, win Game 4 and send playoff series back to 
Carolina tied 2-2 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Canes couldn’t stay out of the penalty box Sunday and for the 
second straight game couldn’t beat the Boston Bruins in their first-round 
Stanley Cup playoff series. 

The Bruins made it two in a row at TD Garden, punching out a 5-2 victory 
over the Canes in Game 4 to even the series 2-2. They also did it without 
their best defenseman, Charlie McAvoy, who was placed in COVID-19 
protocol hours before Sunday’s game. 

The Bruins already were without defenseman Hampus Lindholm, who 
took a massive hit from the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2 and 

has been sidelined. McAvoy’s loss was another big hit, taking away 
Boston’s power-play quarterback. 

But goalie Jeremy Swayman gave the Bruins another winning effort in 
net and Brad Marchand had two goals and three assists scored as 
Boston continues to build momentum. 

Game 5 will be played Tuesday at PNC Arena, where the Cannes rolled 
to two victories to start the series outscoring Boston 10-3. 

The Canes’ penalty killers got the job done for most of the first two 
periods Sunday, denying the Bruins on one 5-on-3 power play in the 
second. 

But the mistakes finally burned the Canes. Jake DeBrusk scored on the 
power play for the Bruins, poking the puck free from goalie Antti Raanta 
and into the net with 1:16 left in the second period. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour challenged for goaltender interference 
but the ruling was a good goal and thus a delay-of-game penalty on the 
Hurricanes. That soon became a 5-on-3 when the Canes’ Sebastian Aho 
was called for a double minor for high-sticking. 

Given a second chance with a two-man advantage early in the third, the 
Bruins converted as Marchand scored. 

Another ruling favored the Bruins: Marchand’s goal was ruled to have 
scored with one second left on the 5-on-3, leaving 2:53 left on the Aho’s 
double minor. 

The Canes did get out of that jam, with some Bruins help — Matt 
Grzelcyk was called for high-sticking. But a David Pastrnak goal at 5:44 
of the third pushd the lead to 4-2. 

Until the run of penalties, the Canes seemed in good shape Brett Pesce 
scored off the rush for a 1-0 lead in the first, and Jordan Staal’s goal 
early in the second lifted the Canes into a 2-1 lad. 

Th Bruins scored their first goal after taking advantage of the last change 
at home. The Patrice Bergeron line converted against the Canes fourth 
line as Bergeron won on a faceoff in the Caned zone and then beat 
Raanta at the post. 

The Canes began stringing together good forechecking shifts in the 
second, making the Bruins work in their zone. But the string of penalties 
was too much for the Canes to overcome. 
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Bruins’ Charlie McAvoy misses Game 4 against Hurricanes, placed in 
NHL COVID protocol 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

Charlie McAvoy, arguably the Boston Bruins’ best defenseman, did not 
play in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup playoffs against the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Sunday. 

The Bruins announced just prior to game time Sunday — as the teams 
hit the ice for warmups — that the defender has been placed in the 
NHL’s COVID-19 protocols and is unavailable. 

The 24-year-old McAvoy, an alternate captain for the Bruins, has two 
assists over three playoff games after scoring 10 goals and adding 46 
assists over 78 games during the regular season, his fifth year with the 
Bruins. 

The Bruins are already without key trade deadline acquisition Hampus 
Lindholm, who helped round out the team’s top four defenders, after a 
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thunderous hit from the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2 of the 
series in Raleigh. 

Sunday, Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy hinted that Lindholm may be 
available for Game 5 in Raleigh on Tuesday, but that was still speculative 
at this point. 

McAvoy, meanwhile, must remain in isolation for five days from the onset 
of symptoms, per the most recent NHL COVID protocols, and be fever-
free for 24 hours and test negative before he can return. McAvoy played 
Friday, but did not skate Saturday, so the earliest he could be available 
to resume team activities would be Thursday morning, ahead of a 
possible Game 6. 

The updated list of Bruins defensemen playing in Sunday’s game, 
without McAvoy and Lindholm, included: Matt Grzelcyk, Brandon Carlo, 
Derek Forbort, Connor Clifton, Mike Reilly and Josh Brown. 
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Hurricanes vs Bruins live updates: Boston tops Carolina in Game 4, 
evens series at 2-2 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes still hold a 2-1 lead going into Game 4 of their 
first-round NHL playoff series against the Boston Bruins on Sunday 
afternoon after suffering a 4-2 loss in Game 3. 

Game 5 has been set for 7 p.m. at PNC Arena in Raleigh. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock are at TD 
Garden and Justin Pelletier is following along back in Raleigh. They will 
have live observations from the scene. 

PERIOD 3 

Empty net ... goal ... for Bruins: Brad Marchand sneaks ahead of 
everyone and pots an empty-netter to push the final score to 5-2. 
Marchand finishes with 5 points, DeAngelo throws his stick and we have 
a best-of-3 series the rest of the way. 

Empty net for Carolina: The Canes pulled Raanta with 5:48 to play, 
looking to find a goal or two here late. 

Swayman big stop: The Canes were pushing hard to get back into the 
game, and had a chance in front of the Bruins net with 3:48 to play and 
Swayman made a big glove save on a floating puck near the cage. 

DeAngelo penalty gives Bruins another PP: A high cross check on a 
zone entry caused the initial call. DeAngelo then tries to stir up trouble in 
front of the net with Curtis Lazar. When linesman comes over to to pull 
him away, he yelled ‘Get off me ... Get the --- off me.” Only a 2-minute 
minor here. Canes kill it. 

Bruins go up by two: The perfection line was, again, perfect. A set play 
off the faceoff win, David Pastrnak was alone at the right post after a win 
by Bergeron, Marchadn scoops and curls to the left corner and wheels it 
to Pastrnak in front. No chance for Raanta there. 

Trocheck leaves the ice, heads to room: In the middle of the Canes 
abbreviated power play, Vincent Trocheck darted to the bench after a 
battle in front of the net and went straight to the dressing room. No official 
word yet on his status, but he appeared to be in some discomfort. 

Bruins PP (finally) ends): Matt Gryzelcyk gets his stick high on Brady 
Skjei and is whictled for a penalty. For 52 seconds, there will be 4-on-4, 
and, assuming no more penalties again, the Canes will have a power 

play for a little more than a minute. But... the Canes are no 0-for-5 on the 
power play. 

Bruins capitalize on 5-on-3: Brad Marchand top left circle after two point-
blank Antti Raanta saves makes it 3-2, and there’s still 2:53 left on the 
Aho double minor from when he clipped Marchand in the face. 

PERIOD 2 

Bergeron cut by high stick, Canes down two men again: Sebastian Aho 
tries to lift Bergeron’s stick, misses and hits the Bruins’ captain in the 
face with his blade and cuts him. That’s a 4-minute double minor. Bruins 
will start the third with a :44 5-on-3, and then extended 1:52 5-on-4 time, 
assuming no scoring or other penalties. 

Tie game after a Boston goal: Jake DeBrusk pokes in a shot from in tight 
during a scrum in front of Antti Raanta. Bergeron was in there digging, 
too, but DeBrusk got his stick on it. The Hurricanes challenged the call on 
the ice. Most observing from press row — across all outlets — thought it 
was a good goal, and they were all correct. The Canes, then, are 
penalized again, and will head back to the PK. 

Hurricanes challenged DeBrusk goal because they thought it was same 
play as this disallowed Niederreiter goal in Game 1 -- poking at goalie 
pad in pursuit of puck. https://t.co/hsQGHur93i 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 8, 2022 

Bruins back to the power play. Again: A backchecking Nino Niederreiter 
slides through a forechecking Craig Smith and is whistled for a trip. The 
Bruins will be on the PP for most of the remainderof the second period, 
unless another penalty or a goal. 

Jarvis hurt by friendly fire: Brendan Smith let a shot go from the left point 
and it hit Seth Jarvis square in the, um, midsection. Jarvis crumbled to 
the ice and stayed down, wincing in pain, and trainer Doug Bennett is on 
the ice 

Bruins back to the PP: Teuvo Terravainen commits a hooking infraction 
in the defensive zone as they were trying to transition to offense, and 
he’ll sit for two minutes. Canes PK was 3-for-3, and then 4-for-4 after the 
successful kill. 

Great zone pressure from Carolina: For two consecutive shifts through 
the middle part of the second period, the Canes had the Bruins hemmed 
in deep. Jeremy Swayman was solid in keeping the Canes off the board 
during that stretch, but the possession has also served to take the home 
crowd out of the game. Much quieter at the moment. 

One power play for the Bruins is bad, two at once not ideal: Vincent 
Trockeck was helping the Canes kill a Boston power play, and 
accidentally fired the puck into the crowd, which is an automatic penalty. 
The Canes shorthanded by two men for 1:23. The initial penalty was to 
Andrei Svechnikov for cross-checking in the offensive zone. But the 
Canes kill them both. 

Quick start to the second period for the Canes: Captain Jordan Staal 
finished in front. Niederreiter kept the puck in along the left half wall, fed 
Jesper Fast behind the cage who flipped it in front for Staal, who finished 
past Swayman. 

PERIOD 1 

All square through one: With the score even at 1-1, Brad Marchand exits 
the ice at the end of the first period surrounded by five Hurricanes and 
exchanging words with Tony DeAngelo. The Hurricanes had an 8-4 
advantage in scoring chances and 5-1 in high-danger chances per 
Natural Stat Trick over the opening 20 minutes. 

Bruins get a brief chance on the PP: For the first time in this game, the 
Bruins will get a power play after Jordan Staal is called for hooking in the 
neutral zone. As one Boston beat writer put it, the call was made on a 
play that hadn’t been penalized earlier in the game. On the ensuing 
power play, the Bruins’ Hall can’t finish a point-blank chance — Brett 
Pesce got a piece of it — then trips up Vincent Trocheck to negate the 
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man advantage. As the same beat writer put it, a makeup call for the 
Staal call. 

Something familiar: Just like in Game 3, the Canes found the net first, but 
the Bruins have equalized. Patrice Bergeron finds daylight at the right 
post between Antti Raanta and the post and shovels the puck into he net 
to tie the game at 1-1. David Pastrnak and Brad Marchand with the 
assists. The Bruins won the matchup there, getting their top line out 
against Carolina’s third pairing and fourth line. 

Playing from in front: For the fourth game in four tries, the Hurricanes 
have scored the first goal of the game. Bruins had three forwards in the 
area of Brett Pesce, who was the trailer on the rush. None of them picked 
him up, and Pesce scores. Jordan Staal and Max Domi with the assists. 

Back to the power play for the Canes: Curtis Lazar runs over Jesper Fast 
after he plays a puck in the air. Fast goes down hard, pops back up. 
Second Carolina power play. 

Going post-al: Max Domi swept at the puck from in tight and it clanged off 
the iron to the left of Swayman. That close to a Carolina lead. 

Boston pushing back: After the Canes carried play for much of the first 
five minutes — terrible power play notwithstanding — the Bruins have 
now engaged in the Hurricanes’ end. They had the better stretch of 
attack for a good three minutes. Raanta was strong and the shot-blocking 
was key for Carolina in that stretch. 

Raanta engaged: After taking a game off, Antti Raanta is back between 
the pipes for the Canes. It took him about 7 minutes before seeing 
anything difficult, but he turned back a couple of good chances by the 
Bruins’ energy line at that point. They were the first two shots of the 
game by the Bruins. 

First power play to the Canes: The Hurricanes’ power play this series 
was 2-for-17 prior to Game 4, and it still didn’t look right early on Sunday, 
including an offside call, a cardinal sin of the power play. Seth Jarvis 
moved onto the top unit, with Andrei Svechnikov dropping to the second 
group. 

Better start for the Canes: The Hurricanes had problems starting quickly 
in all three of the first games of this series, but the Canes spent the first 
two-and-a-half minutes of the game pressing in the Bruins zone, 
something coach Rod Brind’Amour has to be happy with. 

RAANTA BACK IN NET; MCAVOY OUT 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said Antti Raanta would be back in 
the net Sunday as long as he arrives at TD Garden in good shape, and 
Raanta indeed led the Hurricanes on the ice for warmups. Rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov relieved Raanta after David Pastrnak collided with him during 
Game 2 and started Game 3. 

Derek Stepan replaced the injured Jordan Martinook in the Hurricanes’ 
lineup but the big news was on the Bruins’ side, where defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy is out after entering COVID-19 protocol, the team 
announced. That leaves the Bruins without their top two defensemen, 
McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm, who was injured on Andrei Svechnikov’s 
thunderous hit in Game 2. 

“I think ‘Raants’ will go as long as he comes in here this morning and 
says he’s good,” Brind’Amour said. As for what went into the decision: 
“Just ‘Raants,’ his health. The other day he wasn’t feeling exactly the 
best. So that was an easy decision. We’ll see this morning how he’s 
feeling. Those are the easiest decisions that there are, is that.” 

Martin Necas and Max Domi swapped places in warm-ups, with Necas 
jumping up to play with Teuvo Teravainen and Vincent Trocheck and 
Domi joining Stepan and Jesperi Kotkaniemi on the fourth line. 

As for Martinook, who was injured when Taylor Hall fell on his right ankle, 
X-rays were negative, the News & Observer previously reported, but he 
appears to be day-to-day, if not week-to-week. Goalie Frederik Andersen 
has been working out on his own in Raleigh and it’s still touch and go 
whether he’ll be available at any point in this series. 

“Marty, he’s out, and I don’t anticipate that one being next game either,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Freddie, we’ll find out more when we get back. He’s 
been definitely working on it. We’ll hopefully get more of an update 
tomorrow. He’s closer than he was the last time you asked me. I haven’t 
talked to him. When we’re here he’s kind of doing his own thing.” 

HOW TO WATCH 

Sunday’s game is available in North Carolina on Bally Sports South 
(Mike Maniscalco, Shane Willis, Abby Labar) and nationally on ESPN 
(Steve Levy, AJ Mleczko, Emily Kaplan). 
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In role reversal, Hurricanes’ Svechnikov mentoring Kochetkov, who’s 9 
months older 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

They’re the NHL’s newest comedy duo. Problem is, unless you speak 
Russian, only the two of them understand the really funny stuff that 
makes them double over laughing. By the time it’s been translated to 
English, the humor loses some of its zing. 

But not all of it. 

Even in another language, the goofy giddiness of a pair of 22-year-olds 
having the time of their lives in the playoffs comes through unfiltered, 
especially from Pyotr Kochetkov, who can say with a smile or a laugh or 
a raised eyebrow what he can’t yet in English. 

Consider for a moment how far Andrei Svechnikov has come, to the point 
where he’s comfortable interpreting for Kochetkov, the newly arrived 
Russian goalie who speaks so little English that even basic 
communication with his defensemen is a challenge. 

His current hockey vocabulary includes “go,” “hard,” “home home home,” 
“time time,” and, pleadingly, “please?” 

So where would Kochetkov be without his teammate and interpreter? “My 
friend,” Kochetkov said in English, before continuing in Russian for 
Svechnikov to interpret. 

“He says without me he would still be at the airport,” Svechnikov said 
Kochetkov said. 

Svechnikov is playing the same role for the rookie that Jordan Martinook 
played for Svechnikov four years ago, with the caveat that Martinook was 
eight years older than Svechnikov, who is actually nine months younger 
than Kochetkov, and Svechnikov actually speaks the language. 

“It’s very easy,” Svechnikov said. “Especially when you know you’ve got 
Pyotr, he’s a great guy. For me to translate right now, it’s funny. I’m 
having fun right now.” 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Pyotr Kochetkov deflects a shot attempt by 
Bostons Jake DeBrusk (74) in the third period on Wednesday, May 4, 
2022 during game two of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

“P, PYOTR” 

That’s how the two of them ended up doing Kochetkov’s first meeting 
with the media Saturday between Games 3 and 4 of their first-round 
series against the Boston Bruins. Standing with a handful of reporters in 
the banquet-hall lobby of a Boston luxury hotel with chill techno burbling 
in the background, Kochetkov was wearing a newly acquired Pittsburgh 
Pirates hat he bought because, as he said, “P, Pyotr,” a true adaptation 
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to North America, since his name in Cyrillic script starts with a letter that 
looks like a staple. 

Either way, there was a lot more talk — and laughter — between the two 
of them compared to what actually came out in English at the end. 

For example, when Svechnikov was asked to ask Kochetkov about his 
famous AHL debut, when he yelled, maskless, at the entire Iowa bench, 
the conversation between the two lasted 52 seconds, with Svechnikov 
laughing so hard at one point his voice was cracking. But the answer that 
came out was considerably abridged. 

“He said he got a shot on his face or somewhere there and he got mad at 
that and whatever,” Svechnikov said. “He was skating by the bench. 
They started calling him, and he just got mad from that. So yeah.” 

“That’s it?” Svechnikov was asked. 

“Yeah that’s it.” 

“There was a lot more going on there.” 

“There wasn’t, I promise you.” 

Kochetkov seemed to have as many questions about the process for 
Svechnikov (in Russian) as any of the reporters had for Kochetkov (in 
English) at the beginning. 

Even after this introduction, there’s still so much mystery surrounding the 
goalie, only a few months arrived in North America and thrust into the net 
and the spotlight thanks to Antti Raanta’s injury in Game 2. He is 
unquestionably someone whose play and, for lack of a better word, 
antics, continue to raise more questions than he (or Svechnikov) could 
possibly answer. 

Like his exchange of slashes with Brad Marchand in Game 2. Did he 
even know he was squaring off against one of the NHL’s most famous 
agitators? 

“He understands everything and he’s been watching the highlights for 
many years of the NHL,” Svechnikov relayed. “In that moment he didn’t 
see it was Marchand. He didn’t see the number. He didn’t know who was 
that. But he said he knows who’s who in the NHL for sure.” 

And did Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour say anything to him about 
that incident? 

“Yes,” Svechnikov said, not even posing the question to Kochetkov. “He 
said it to him. I can say because I know. He said just try to be careful with 
the goaltender situation we’re in.” 

Svechnikov knew, because Brind’Amour asked him to do the translating. 

Who else would? Who else could? 
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Civian: No, Brad Marchand, the Hurricanes did not have a good Mother’s 
Day 

 

Sara Civian  

 

Editor’s note: An earlier version of this story contained an embedded 
tweet that did not meet our editorial standards. 

BOSTON — Just when you thought the vibe was as putrid as it could 
possibly get in the waning minutes of a Game 4 loss featuring nine 
Hurricanes penalties, Tony DeAngelo threw his stick in Brad Marchand’s 
trajectory as Marchand threw the puck into the empty net. 

One of those things gave the Bruins a 5-2 win and a clean slate for the 
rest of the series. The other gives the Hurricanes faithful serious concern 
that they are suddenly losing the mental battle they appeared to have a 
grip on at the beginning of this series. 

“I love Tony’s game. He’s obviously a competitive guy who wants to win 
and he’ll do whatever it takes,” captain Jordan Staal said. “He’s been 
good for us all year long and will continue to do that.” 

The Hurricanes were able to contain Marchand and Patrice Bergeron 
quite well before Games 3 and 4, but the two stars have built on their 
momentum ever since Marchand gave the Bruins their first lead of the 
series. 

When the games shifted to Boston and the Bruins got last change, coach 
Bruce Cassidy reunited Marchand, Bergeron and David Pastrnak — aka 
the “perfection line” — during Game 3. While it seems like the Canes are 
still winning the five-on-five matchup, it might be an optical illusion 
created by how badly they’re losing the special teams battle. The overall 
even-strength matchup is still tilted in the Canes’ favor, sure. But when 
Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak are on the ice at five-on-five, the 
Bruins have led 4-0 in goals and 22-9 in shot attempts. 

“I don’t know if their energy was any lower in Games 1 and 2, I think we 
just played better in Games 1 and 2,” Vincent Trocheck said. “I think the 
penalty kill and power play have had a ton to do with it. We obviously 
took too many penalties these last two games. When we were at home, 
they took a few too many and our power play was able to capitalize. It’s a 
matter of us being more disciplined, I guess.” 

Your best players need to be your best players. Sebastian Aho and 
Andrei Svechnikov leave Boston with zero goals and zero assists apiece. 

And, of course, when Marchand starts to get hot, the mental game starts. 

The Hurricanes needed to see that coming from Marchand and take it on 
the chin. If Justin Williams was Marchand’s target in 2019, DeAngelo is 
taking the brunt in 2022. The two have been exchanging jabs all series, 
but it’s been ramping up during the past two games in Boston, 
culminating in the heated altercation and some words being exchanged 
Sunday. 

“I was just asking him if he had a good Mother’s Day,” Marchand said, 
smirking. 

DeAngelo was not available for comment postgame on what was said, 
but it’s clear he and the Hurricanes did not have a good Mother’s Day. 
There was simply no reason for them to lose this game. 

The Bruins’ top defenders in Hampus Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy 
were both out, with McAvoy scratched just an hour before puck drop due 
to COVID-19 protocol. Antti Raanta’s return to the lineup should’ve given 
them some juice. They had one of their best starts of the postseason in 
terms of possession, scored first, held that lead until the second period 
and deftly killed a five-on-three. 

They knew their biggest issue from Game 3 was foul trouble. They 
vowed to stay out of the box in Game 4, and they vowed to sharpen up 
their power play. They took six penalties in the second period and nine 
overall, and the Bruins capitalized twice. 

“The rest of the penalties (other than delay-of-game due to no goaltender 
interference) are real penalties,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We took 
too many. It felt like the whole game we were short-handed. Those top 
guys, they’re as elite as they come. You just can’t give them those looks.” 

Stop me if you’ve heard this before. 

“I think we just have to stay out of the box,” Raanta reiterated. “If we take 
that many penalties like the last couple games, that’s been pretty much 
the game. We lost the special team game. I think five-on-five we’ve been 
playing good. We’ve got to stay out of the box.” 

The flip side is arguably just as concerning. The Hurricanes went 0-for-5 
on their own power play and 0-10 the last two games. 
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“We really had two power plays tonight. I know they’re going to say we 
had five, no we didn’t. We had two power plays,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
had one for two seconds and one for six seconds. Another was for 40 
coming off a kill. That doesn’t count. We had two power plays. We have 
to be better, but I thought we generated a couple of looks. We’ll keep 
going at it, but that’s really all we had tonight.” 

Fair enough, as was his coach’s challenge on goaltender interference 
that resulted in a Canes penalty for delay of game. I didn’t think Jake 
DeBrusk committed goaltender interference at the time. To me, it looked 
like Brett Pesce (one of few Canes who had an excellent game) bumped 
into Raanta, pushing him back, and thus the puck was fair game. After 
seeing it from a few more angles, I still think Pesce did most of the 
pushing, but I could also see how DeBrusk’s stick made contact with 
Raanta’s pad. 

Brind’Amour’s argument is that DeBrusk coughed up the loose puck 
between Raanta’s legs to retrieve it, then cash it in. I asked him 
postgame what he saw on the play and if he still stands by his decision to 
challenge for goaltender interference. 

“I would’ve bet my life on that,” he said. “It’s tough. It’s in between his 
pads loose. The guy came from the side, pushes his pad, squirts the 
puck out and taps it in. It’s a little different if the guy comes from the front 
and plays the puck. You can’t play the puck when it’s in between his legs 
from the side and knock the goalie sideways. If you can, then I don’t 
know how (Nino) Niederreiter’s goal isn’t a goal in the first game when 
they said it’s 100 percent not a goal. It’s frustrating because it almost 
feels like we’re living this again from four years ago when we had an 
issue. I’m not going to go into it, but it’s tough. They’re too good a team 
to just give them goals. We have no chance if that’s going to happen.” 

The NHL cited Rule 69.7, which states that “in a rebound situation, or 
where a goalkeeper and attacking player(s) are simultaneously 
attempting to play a loose puck, whether inside or outside the crease, 
incidental contact will be permitted, and any goal that is scored as a 
result thereof will be allowed.” 

Brind’Amour and his staff’s guess is as good as mine, especially 
considering the Niederreiter non-goal. He’s getting criticized for 
challenging it, but what do any of us really know about goalie interference 
rulings? 

The only thing I know is the Hurricanes team we thought this was is more 
resilient than this. I saw Brind’Amour’s challenge as a vote of confidence 
in his guys, and they repaid him by letting it define the game. There were 
enough self-inflicted penalties to go around as it was; any one of them 
could have done the Canes in. 

Now the series is tied 2-2 after a once-commanding 2-0 lead, and 
sympathy for the “fair enoughs” of it all is running thin. 

“It’s time that we start scoring on the power play,” an always matter-of-
fact Trocheck said. “Their power play gets chances and they put it in the 
net. That’s kind of been the difference these last two games.” 

The problem is really that obvious, and that’s why the Hurricanes’ 
inability to fix it is so concerning. They say the series isn’t over until you 
lose a game at home, but they could’ve played this game on Mars and I’d 
be walking out of Tesla Arena concerned. 
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With their stars clicking, Bruins showed the conviction of a veteran team 
that has done this before 

 

By Matt Porter  

 

Composure. Conviction. Chemistry. From 0-2 down, the Bruins have tied 
the series. 

They haven’t won it yet, as Game 5 looms Tuesday in Carolina. It is now 
a best-of-three because each team held serve at home. But given how 
Game 4 played out, the Bruins have to be feeling fantastic about those 
familiar elements showing up. 

They won the game, 5-2, without their two best defensemen. The 
absences of Hampus Lindholm and Charlie McAvoy forced backliners 
Nos. 7 and 8 into the lineup. Carolina was unable to expose Mike Reilly 
and Josh Brown for extended stretches. 

Once again, the Bruins won the special teams battle. The Hurricanes put 
them on the power play nine times, the Bruins turning the tide on a pair of 
man-advantage goals. The Bruins killed all five penalties they took. 

As they did in Game 3, the Bruins won because of their stars. It was 
“bright lights time,” to borrow coach Bruce Cassidy words, and Brad 
Marchand (2-3–5), Patrice Bergeron (1-2–3) and David Pastrnak (1-1–2) 
were basking in the spotlight. 

“These are the most fun games to play in, when there’s high emotions 
and high intensity and there’s so much riding on the line,” Marchand said. 
“If you can’t play in these games, what are you playing for?” 

Marchand might as well have taunted Carolina defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo with that rhetorical question. DeAngelo, a talented puck-mover 
whose troubled past allowed the Canes to add him on a bargain deal 
(one year, $1 million), had unraveled by the end of this one. 

He had a profane, theatrical exchange with Marchand at the end of the 
first period. He had Curtis Lazar asking him, “What are you doing?” after 
cross-checking Lazar in the throat for an ill-timed penalty. He threw his 
stick at Marchand during the latter’s empty-net goal, leaving the ice on an 
unsportsmanlike note. 

Tony DeAngelo does not like Brad Marchand. 
pic.twitter.com/ThXuQHuZLr 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 8, 2022 

Meanwhile, the Bruins handled their business. They overcame two 
deficits late in the first and second periods with greasy goals, acting on 
the scouting tip that Carolina’s defensemen will cheat away from the net. 
The Bruins tied it at 16:09 of the first on Bergeron’s crafty backhand stuff-
in, after his faceoff win and Pastrnak’s puck retrieval. They erased 
another at 18:44 of the second when Jake DeBrusk jammed home a 
puck that squirted free from netminder Antti Raanta. 

Goaltender interference? Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had the 
conviction — “I would have bet my life on that one,” he said afterward — 
but the evidence appeared inconclusive. His challenge failed, and the 
Bruins started the third period with five forwards on a five on three power 
play. 

It was risky, but Cassidy liked having a right-shooting player up top. With 
McAvoy absent, that was Charlie Coyle. The Bruins were composed 
enough to win the opening draw, take possession, and set up in 
Carolina’s zone. 

One of the forwards was Bergeron, who shook off a Sebastian Aho high 
stick that opened a gash next to his right eye in the final minute of the 
second. When he learned he was merely bleeding, and his vision was 
only temporarily blurred, he lobbied to stay out. Officials escorted him off, 
telling him to get stitched up. 

“That’s the least of what Bergy’s played through, a cut,” said Marchand, 
at his side for more than a dozen years. “He’s played with a hole in his 
lung, and a broken rib. There’s not a whole lot that’s going to keep him 
down.” 

Composure. Bergeron was celebrating after Marchand, whose slump is 
o-v-e-r, ripped a 40-foot wrister from the high slot to make it 3-2. The 
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latter has 8 points (three goals, five assists) in two games since the 
Bruins lost the first two games of this series. 

Chemistry. The Bruins made it a two-goal edge on a classic set play from 
the top line: Bergeron won the offensive-zone draw, Marchand rolled 
down the left wing and Pastrnak cut across the crease, separating from 
defenseman Brady Skjei, and flipped Marchand’s feed past Raanta. 

A lesser group might not have been able to stomach the absence of 
McAvoy, a late scratch because of COVID protocol. He could miss Game 
5 in Raleigh, though Lindholm, who skated before the game, could 
return. 

No problem. The Bruins won a game in which Connor Clifton had the 
heaviest workload among Bruins defensemen (20:16). Brandon Carlo 
was confident, nearly picking up two assists in the first period with 
backdoor passes that were just offline. 

All those penalties Carolina took — totaling 12:10 — kept the Bruins in 
attack mode. Brown, who was chasing hits early and on the ice for both 
goals against, was not needed for much of the game. Once Marchand-
Bergeron-Pastrnak made it 4-2 with 14:19 left, Brown had his chance to 
contribute, using his size (6 feet, 5 inches, 221 pounds) to help protect a 
two-goal lead. 

The rookie in net, Jeremy Swayman, made a calm 24 saves, and got to 
enjoy his postgame hug with Linus Ullmark. 

Composure. Conviction. Chemistry. The Bruins will need all of it this 
week. 

“We’ve played well on the road all year,” Cassidy said, “so I don’t believe 
our guys will be worried about that. We know what they can bring. We 
got it to even, but that’s it.” 
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In the face of adversity, the Bruins kept their composure, and other 
observations from Game 4 

 

By Matt Porter  

 

Instant analysis of the Bruins’ 5-2 victory over the Hurricanes in Game 4 
of their first-round playoff series on Sunday: 

• A lesser group of Bruins might have lost their composure. It was Game 
4 and not only were they down, 2-1 in the series, they were missing their 
top two defensemen. 

Charlie McAvoy, a late scratch because of COVID protocol, also might sit 
for Game 5. Hampus Lindholm skated on his own Sunday morning, but 
his availability remains unknown after he was rocked by an Andrei 
Svechnikov hit in Game 2. The Bruins were playing their seventh and 
eighth defensemen. But they had their No. 1 line. 

Brad Marchand, shining in what coach Bruce Cassidy called “bright lights 
time,” produced a 5-point game (2-3–5), and Patrice Bergeron (1-2–3) 
and David Pastrnak (1-1–2) stepped up and carried the Bruins to Raleigh 
with the series tied, 2-2. 

• The pressure was on, at a crucial point in the series, and it was the 
Hurricanes who lost their cool. The Bruins worked them over on special 
teams. Carolina went 0 for 5 on the power play and put Boston on the 
power play nine times, including 2:31 of two-man advantage time, and it 
proved to be some of the difference. 

Power-play goals by Marchand (late second period) and Pastrnak (early 
third) flipped the game to Boston’s favor, and by the end, hotheaded 

Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo was whipping his stick at 
Marchand as the latter was scoring an empty-netter. 

• Breakouts weren’t as smooth and the in-zone defense was a little 
hairier without McAvoy, but the compromised Boston back line held its 
own without No. 73. The Bruins allowed 16 shots and two goals through 
two periods, newcomer Josh Brown a victim on both. 

Brown was playing in his third career playoff game. He was chasing big 
hits early, and his desire for a big pop cost his team. On Carolina’s first 
goal, with 5:54 left in the first, he went after Jordan Staal in the corner 
during a Hurricanes rush. His teammates couldn’t pick up a trailing Brett 
Pesce, who beat Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman through traffic. 

On the second goal, Brown was waving at air as Nino Niederreiter found 
Staal from behind the net. It was one of multiple breakdowns in the zone 
on that shift, but a healthy and active McAvoy might have denied that 
pass. 

• The Bruins did have success breaking out with quick passes, stretching 
the Hurricanes at times. Brandon Carlo looked confident, and nearly had 
two assists in the first period with backdoor passes that were offline. The 
Bruins got a good start from Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton, both 
elevated to top-four duty. They held their composure and supported each 
other. 

• The Bruins’ acting No. 1 defenseman, Matt Grzelcyk, assumed 
McAvoy’s duties on the power play. The unit couldn’t make the visitors 
pay for their mistakes, including 1:23 of a five on three that went 
nowhere. The Bruins were staring at a glaring 0 for 5 on the power play 
through 40 minutes when Jake DeBrusk broke through. 

DeBrusk, who continues to battle his way through the heavy traffic of 
postseason hockey, jammed home a rebound that Hurricanes goalie 
Antti Raanta couldn’t find, making it a 2-2 game with 1:26 left in the 
second. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour challenged for goaltender 
interference, possibly believing the B’s man-advantage wasn’t going to 
make it hurt. 

• When Sebastian Aho bloodied Bergeron with a high stick with 25 
seconds left in the second, Boston entered the third with another five on 
three. 

Marchand celebrated a snap-shot goal with one second left in the delay 
of game penalty, leaving Boston with 2:53 on Aho’s double minor. 

• After Pesce struck early, Bruins battled back to tie it, 1-1, on a 
trademark effort from the reunited Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak top line. 
The Hurricanes iced the puck, Bergeron’s unit won the offensive-zone 
draw, and Pastrnak put a quick shot on net. Bergeron, seeing Raanta’s 
pads spread to the posts, collected the rebound and tucked it five-hole 
with 3:51 left in the first. Faceoff win, puck recovery, composure at the 
net — everything coach Bruce Cassidy was hoping to get from that 
group. 
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Bruins strike three times in the third period to even up series with 
Hurricanes in Game 4 

 

By Julian Benbow  

 

The Bruins couldn’t afford to think of “next man up” as a cliche. 

They came into Game 4 of their first-round series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Sunday down two games to one. 
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They were already down one of their top defensemen with Hampus 
Lindholm still recovering from an upper-body injury after a brutal hit in 
Game 2. 

Their situation got even thinner Sunday morning when they learned 
Charlie McAvoy, the rock of their blue line, was in COVID-19 protocol. 

Even if they were shorthanded, they had to play the hand they were dealt 
to avoid going on the brink of elimination. 

“We didn’t have a choice,” Brad Marchand said. “We’re playing for our 
season. It’s really tough when you lose guys like them. They’re great 
players and they play big minutes, but it doesn’t mean you can roll over 
and fold. There’s a lot of pride in the room and a lot of character. We’ve 
always shown that.” 

They showed it again in a 5-2 win at TD Garden, wiping out two Carolina 
leads before finally taking control in the third period. 

The Bruins protected home ice with back-to-back wins at home, evening 
their first-round series, 2-2, as it swings back to Raleigh for Game 5 on 
Tuesday. 

Marchand powered the Bruins with two goals and three assists. He 
capitalized on a 5 on 3 to start the third, then iced the game with an 
empty-net goal with 35 seconds left. 

“That’s what he does,” said Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron. “It’s just 
who he is. I think he’s always finding a way to get better and takes it 
upon himself to help the team in any way he can. He always rises up to 
the occasion every time there’s a big moment. There’s no surprises 
there.” 

The Bruins had to battle after giving up the first goal for the fourth straight 
game — a score by Brett Pesce at the 14:06 mark of the first — but they 
responded quickly. 

Bergeron evened the score at 16:09, winning a faceoff (19 of 27) in the 
Bruins’ O-zone. David Pastrnak chased it down behind the net and 
flicked it back to Bergeron, who stuffed it through the legs of Canes 
goalie Antti Raanta for his third goal of the series. 

The teams went into the first intermission tied at 1. 

But Jordan Staal put the Canes back on top with a goal 33 seconds into 
the second period. 

An adjustment on the power play led to the equalizer. Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy had Jake DeBrusk take Taylor Hall’s place alongside 
Bergeron and Marchand on the power play. 

DeBrusk took advantage, pouncing on a rebound after shots by 
Marchand and Bergeron as Raanta searched for the puck and poking it 
through Raanta’s legs to tie it at 2. Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called 
for a review, but officials upheld the call on the ice. 

“Listen, this is the No. 1 kill, right, going into the playoffs,” Cassidy said. 
“So there’s only so many things they’re going to give you and that’s one 
of them. Their D will push up on Marshy, so there’s a little room behind 
him to go to the net, but sometimes you’ve got to get there and muck 
around, and maybe it opens up something later. 

“That’s what we talked to Jake about. He did a real good job with that. 
The puck’s sitting there, he went after it. How it plays out after that is kind 
of out of our hands. And good for him getting in there, that greasy goal.” 

Even after falling in a two-game hole, the Bruins expected a long series. 

“The adjustments from one game to the next, I think that’s what playoff 
hockey is all about,” Bergeron said. 

Pastrnak’s goal at 5:41 in the third cushioned the lead. 

The Bruins have only climbed out of a 2-0 deficit in a best-of-seven 
series twice in 28 chances. Both were during the 2011 Stanley Cup run. 

“We need to win a game on the road,” Cassidy said. “If we don’t win a 
game on the road in this series, we’re not advancing. So we know that. 
That’s been in front of us since the playoffs started, and we’ve got an 
opportunity to do that Tuesday.” 

Until Lindholm and McAvoy return, “next man up” will continue to be 
more than a catchphrase. 

“We all want to make the most out of each opportunity,” Marchand said. 
“I think that the longer you’re in the league, the more chances you get to 
play for a Cup, you realize how limited they are, how tough it is to get into 
this position. We all just want to buy in and win as a group collectively.” 
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NHL official recovering following penalty box incident during Bruins game 
at TD Garden 

 

By Julian Benbow  

 

Joe Foley, the timeout coordinator who was taken off the ice on a 
stretcher Friday when a pane of glass by the Bruins’ penalty box was 
shaken loose by a fan and landed on top of him, is recovering after being 
taken to the hospital for precautionary reasons. 

“Joe was released from the hospital shortly after being examined last 
night,” said NHL spokesman John Dellapina said Saturday. “He’s home 
and recovering and we hope to see him back at his post later in the 
series.” 

Late in the second period of Game 3 of the Bruins-Hurricanes first-round 
NHL playoff series at TD Garden, Foley appeared to be hit in the head 
and shoulders by the glass, which was shaken loose by fans celebrating 
David Pastrnak’s goal. 

The game paused for approximately five minutes as trainers and medical 
personnel put a neck brace on Foley, who was moving and talking, and 
loaded him onto a stretcher. 
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Bruins’ Charlie McAvoy enters COVID-19 protocol ahead of Game 4 
against Hurricanes 

 

By Matt Porter and Julian Benbow  

 

The Bruins learned hours before their Game 4 matchup against the 
Carolina Hurricanes that defenseman Charlie McAvoy would not be 
available because he entered COVID-19 protocol. 

The Bruins were already missing Hampus Lindholm, out for the second 
straight game after a brutal hit in Game 2 left him with an upper-body 
injury. 

McAvoy, a Norris Trophy candidate as best defenseman, leads the 
Bruins in ice time (25:15) and led in hits (14) before Sunday. 

“We knew this morning that something might be amiss,” said Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy. “Found out before warmup that he was going to be 
in protocol. So that’s how we handled it.” 

With Lindholm and McAvoy out, Cassidy went with Matt Grzelcyk and 
Brandon Carlo on the top defensive pairing, Derek Forbort and Connor 
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Clifton on the second pair, and Mike Reilly and Josh Brown on the third 
pair. 

The league’s policy as of Jan. 31 required players who test positive to 
self-isolate for five days. 

Unclear of the league’s protocol in the postseason, Cassidy was careful 
about updating McAvoy’s status after the win. 

“When he comes back, when he’s out of protocol, how does he get out of 
protocol? I honestly don’t know if he can test his way out or he just has to 
wait a certain amount of days,” Cassidy said. “I think the best thing for us 
honestly, is to give you an update on that because I’m going to be 
speaking out of turn. 

“The COVID rules before, they might be the exact same. I don’t know. 
Because it seems like now that it wasn’t much of an issue lately. So it 
surprised us a little bit, but it is what it is. Let’s hope Charlie comes out of 
it well, first of all, and feels fine and we get him back in the lineup as soon 
as possible.” 

Cassidy provided some good news on Lindholm, who missed his second 
game after taking a thunderous hit from Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2. 
Lindholm has been working out and may have skated on his own before 
the game, Cassidy said. The coach did not rule him out for Game 5 on 
Tuesday. 

“Definitely a possibility,” Cassidy said. 

Brown, acquired from Ottawa at the trade deadline, played in six games 
with the Bruins. The 6-foot-5-inch, 222-pound backliner’s only playoff 
experience came in 2020, when he played two games for Florida. 

Bergeron gets stitches 

A highstick by Sebastian Aho left Patrice Bergeron with a gash next to 
his right eye with 25 seconds left in the second period. 

Bergeron dropped to the ice and immediately got up and skated to the 
Bruins bench to receive attention from medical staff. 

“It was really close to the eye,” Bergeron said. “My eye, there was blood 
in there, so I just couldn’t see. It was kind of blurry at first. Then I realized 
that it was fine — that it’s just a cut — so you want to get back in there if 
you can.” 

Aho was issued a four-minute high-sticking penalty, giving the Bruins a 5-
on-3 advantage. Bergeron lobbied with officials to return to the ice with 
the Bruins on a power play but had to go back to the dressing room to 
deal with the gash. 

“I guess the ref was saying that because he had to blow the whistle 
because of my injury, I couldn’t get back out there,” he said. 

Bergeron’s family was on hand for the Mother’s Day game. His three 
children needed some time to process the cut on his face. 

“They were a little concerned at first,” he said. “They weren’t sure what 
was going on. But they’ve seen it before. It’s not the first time that they’ve 
seen daddy with a few bruises and stitches near or around the face, so 
everything was fine after.” 

Brief exchange 

Brad Marchand and Tony DeAngelo exchanged words at the end of the 
first period. 

DeAngelo appeared to make fun of Marchand’s nose. Marchand 
appeared to respond: “You’re racist.” Both DeAngelo and Marchand are 
white. 

As a junior player in the Ontario Hockey League, DeAngelo was 
suspended twice in 2014 for directing racial slurs at a teammate, violating 
the league’s harassment, abuse, and diversity policy. 

Brad Marchand getting into it with Tony DeAngelo and other Canes after 
the horn sounds on the first. 

Seems like they’re planning to meet up for beers for the late-day 
games…#NHLBruins pic.twitter.com/IAdm2D6FdK 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) May 8, 2022 

DeAngelo was also waived by the New York Rangers last year. The 
separation was the culmination of events ranging from behavior on social 
media to a physical altercation with a teammate. 

Marchand downplayed the exchange after the Bruins’ win. 

“There wasn’t much of an exchange,” he said. “I didn’t even know he was 
around. He kind of just came out of nowhere. So there wasn’t really much 
of an exchange. Just saying, ‘Hey, how was your Mother’s Day.’” 
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Bruins beat Canes, even up series 

 

Steve Conroy  

 

No matter how this first round series turns out for the Bruins — and make 
no mistake, they are still knee-deep in adversity — the B’s showed their 
mettle in an emotional Mother’s Day victory over the Carolina Hurricanes 
at the Garden. 

Already without No. 2 defenseman Hampus Lindholm, they survived the 
absence of Charlie McAvoy (COVID) and two one-goal deficits to gut out 
a stunning 5-2 victory over the Carolina Hurricanes on Sunday to send 
the first-round series back to Raleigh all knotted up at two games apiece. 
McAvoy is expected to miss Game 5 as well. 

The afternoon featured the full Brad Marchand Experience, as he yapped 
a certain Cane into a frenzy while figuring in every Bruin goal, scoring a 
pair, including the game-winner. Marchand notched a total of eight points 
in Games 3 and 4 to even the series. 

Given the situation, the B’s needed a dig-deep effort and they got it. 

“We didn’t have a choice. We’re playing for our season,” said Marchand. 
“Yeah, it’s really tough when you lose guys like that. They’re great 
players and they play big minutes, but it doesn’t mean you can roll over 
and fold. There’s a lot of pride in the room, a lot of character. We’ve 
always shown that and luckily we were able to pull out a couple of wins. 
Regardless of how the next game plays out, we have to make sure we’re 
prepared. They’re going to come out hard.” 

The Hurricanes, meanwhile, were active participants in their own demise 
on Sunday, taking nine minors, two of which the B’s capitalized on. They 
gave the B’s two 5-on-3 chances, they second of which produced the 
Marchand’s GWG. With Canes down two men thanks to an ill-advised 
goal challenge by Rod Brind’Amour and then a double minor high-
sticking from Sebastian Aho on Patrice Bergeron (1-2-3 totals) late in the 
second period, Marchand gave the B’s their first lead of the game 44 
seconds into the third period just before the 5-on-3 ended. Coach Bruce 
Cassidy opted to go with five forwards on the two-man advantage and it 
paid off, as Marchand snapped a shot past Antti Raanta’s glove hand,  a 
pure snipe that made it 3-2. 

The B’s weren’t content to sit on that slim lead. The B’s took a 4-2 lead at 
5:41 off a perfect faceoff play. Bergeron won a left dot faceoff, Marchand 
curled around the circle and sent a terrific pass to David Pastrnak for a 
short wrister that beat Raanta, the surprise Cane starter. 

Finally, with 34 seconds left in the game, Marchand scored an empty-
netter as Tony DeAngelo — with whom Marchand had been jawing all 
game — futilely threw his stick at the puck. 
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“You talk about character, and he’s got a letter on his sweater too for a 
reason. He’s a battler, he competitive guy his whole life,” said Cassidy of 
Marchand. “This is the time of year he loves to play. He’s shown that. 
Now you’re at home, you’ve got the crowd behind you that’s pushing you. 
Now you’ve got some animosity, we’re in Gams 3 and 4, there’s some 
chirping going on now, too, and I think that can elevate his game as well. 
You’ve got a lot of that rolled into it. It’s bright lights time.” 

Marchand got into it with DeAngelo at the end of the first period. It 
appeared on the replay that Marchand yelled “You’re a racist” multiple 
times at DeAngelo. Whether that accusation is on the money or not, 
DeAngelo was suspended by the Ontario Hockey League for violating the 
league’s harassment, abuse and diversity policy against a teammate and 
was suspended by the New York Rangers last year for reportedly 
instigating a fight with a teammate. DeAngelo responded with what 
looked like a gesture regarding Marchand’s nose size. 

Marchand coyly sidestepped the issue when he was asked about the 
confrontation. 

“There wasn’t much of an exchange. I didn’t even know he was around 
me, he kind of came out of nowhere, so there wasn’t really much of one. 
Just saying ‘Hi, how was your Mother’s Day,'” said Marchand. 

DeAngelo, who later took a bad cross-checking penalty to Curtis Lazar’s 
face and was lucky not to get hit with an extra two after he threw a couple 
of punches, did not speak to reporters after the game. 

For the seventh time in seven games, the Canes took the first lead. 
Jordan Staal found Brett Pesce pinching into the high slot and Pesce 
buried a wrister past Jeremy Swayman at 14:06. 

But as they did in Game 3, the B’s clawed back to tie it before the period 
was out, 2:03 after the Pesce goal. 

After a Carolina icing, Marchand got a off a shot that Raanta stopped. 
Pastrnak tracked down the rebound behind the net and tried to center it. 
It got a piece of the net, but Bergeron was there to gather it behind the 
goal and then stuff a backhander through Raanta. 

It looked like the Canes were ready to take control just 33 seconds into 
the second period when they regained the lead off their torturous cycle 
game. The Canes controlled the opening shift as the pairing of Josh 
Brown, thrust into action after the loss of McAvoy, and Mike Reilly could 
not break the puck out. Eventually, Nino Niederreiter fed Staal at the left 
circle and he beat Swayman with a wrister. 

The Canes were in a giving mood, however. They took six minors in the 
period and the B’s finally cashed in at 18:44. With a loose puck in the 
crease, DeBrusk hacked and whacked and pushed the puck between 
Raanta’s pads for the equalizer. 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour challenged it for goalie interference – DeBrusk’s 
stick did hit Raanta’s pad before the scoring swipe – but the incidental 
contact was allowed and the goal stood. With the failed challenge, the 
B’s went back on the power-play. 

“I would have bet my life on it,” said Brind’Amour of the challenge. 

It was indeed a hell of a gamble, because it played a big part in the 
Canes kicking the game away. With 25 seconds left in the period, 
Sebastian Aho high sticked Bergeron in his right eye, cutting him for the 
double minor. Bergeron tried to go back on the ice but the refs would not 
allow him until the cut was closed. 

But Bergeron did come back for the third, of course, they cashed in on 
the power play and now the B’s are all the way back to even in this 
contentious series. 

It is quite something. 
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Bruins notebook: McAvoy in COVID protocol, misses Game 4 

 

Steve Conroy  

 

The Bruins suffered a huge setback going into Sunday’s pivotal Game 4 
at the Garden against the Carolina Hurricanes when it was announced 
No. 1 defenseman Charlie McAvoy was placed in COVID protocol. He’s 
highly doubtful for Tuesday’s Game 5 in Carolina. 

McAvoy was one of only two Bruins – David Pastrnak being the other – 
who had yet to contract the virus. Like many other teams, the B’s were 
crushed by COVID back in December in a wave that forced the league to 
cancel it’s Olympic participation and shut down for a brief period before 
the Christmas break. 

According to the new protocols put in place after the All-Star break, 
McAvoy would need to isolate for five days, which would put him out for 
Game 5 Tuesday in Carolina. He technically could be freed before that if 
he produces two negative tests 24 hours apart, but that is not expected 
to happen. The league no longer tests asymptomatic players, so it’s a 
good bet he’s not feeling very well. 

Coach Bruce Cassidy, in his pregame media availability 45 minutes 
before warmups, said that, though a few players, including McAvoy, took 
“maintenance” days on Saturday, he “hoped” he’d have the same lineup 
that won Game 3 on Friday. But McAvoy never came out for warmups. 

“We knew this morning that something might be amiss. We found out 
before warmup that he was going into protocol. That’s how we handled it. 
We had Josh Brown ready to go. We adjusted our power plays in case,” 
said Cassidy. “It seems like now, (COVID) wasn’t much of an issue lately. 
So it surprised us a little bit. It is what it is. Let’s hope Charlie comes out 
of it well, first of all, and feels fine and we get him back in the lineup as 
soon as possible.” 

Hampus Lindholm was still out with what’s believed to be a head injury 
since taking a huge Andrei Svechnikov hit on Game 2, but Cassidy put 
out a glimmer of hope on him,  saying that he’s been progressing and, 
whether it’s wishful thinking or not, Cassidy said there’s a hope that he 
can play on Tuesday…. 

After early struggles, Brown comes through late 

Brown, who had played one game (the regular season finale in Toronto) 
since April 14, had his issues. He was on the ice for both Carolina goals. 
But Cassidy was not afraid to play him when the Hurricanes pulled goalie 
Antti Raanta with 3:13 left. 

“Some of the guys back there are better with the lead. They’re obviously 
defenders,” said Cassidy. “Guys like Chris Wagner and Brown and the 
(Derek) Forborts of the world, they pride themselves on defending, 
keeping the puck out of their net…Brownie got his opportunity to play to 
his strength. If you’re behind, he’s not the puck moving guy you want out 
there….He gets to to play his strength and you’re always going to look 
better in those roles. He’s a good guy to have back there. He’s a big 
body, long stick, moves some people out of the way. That’s what we 
needed at the end, because they were jamming the front of the net, trying 
to get pucks to the net. That’s what you’ve got to do to score, so that 
longness and big body becomes an asset when he’s out there against 
(Nino) Niederreiter and (Jordan) Staal. These are big men, so we get to 
counter some of that.” 

Bergeron battles again 

Patrice Bergeron added more lore to his legend on Sunday. In what 
could have been his last game at the Garden had the B’s lost – and if he 
chooses to retire – he scored the game-tying goal late in the first period, 
added two more assists and won 19-of-27 draws. 

He also absorbed the gash under his right eye from a Sebastian Aho 
high-stick late in the second period that gave the B’s a 5-on-3, which 
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produced Brad Marchand’s winning goal. With his eye bloodied, 
Bergeron argued with the refs so that he could stay on the ice, but they 
made him go get stitched up. 

“He’s got the ‘C’ on his sweater for a reason. We don’t win very many 
nights without him being who he is. He’s been excellent the whole series. 
He’s the oldest guy on our team and some days he looks like the 
youngest. Credit to him,” said Cassidy. 

He actually looked  a little battered after the game, much like a prize 
fighter who had just gone went 12 rounds. 

“That’s the least of what Bergy’s played through, a cut. He’s played 
through a hole in his lung, a broken rib,” said Marchand. “There’s not a 
whole lot that’s going to keep him down….He has the most respect of 
any player I’ve ever played with from our group, what he’s willing to put 
his body through and play through is incredible. That’s why he’s our 
captain and our leader. That’s what we feed off of. I wasn’t surprised. 
That’s him to a tee.” 

Bergeron said there was some initial concern with the cut being so close 
to the eye. 

“At first, it was really close to the eye so I thought my eye….there was 
blood in there so I just couldn’t see. It was kind of blurry at first. But then I 
realized it was fine. Then it’s just a cut, so you want to get back out there 
if you can,” said Bergeron. 

Bergeron was joined with his two young sons and daughter at the 
podium. He was asked what the kids thought when they saw the damage 
around the eye. 

“They were a little concerned at first. They didn’t know what was going 
on,” said Bergeron. “But they’ve seen it before. It’s not the first time 
they’ve seen Daddy with a few bruises and stitches near or around the 
face.”… 

Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton, suddenly the B’s most reliable defense 
pairing, had another strong game, finishing plus-2. Clifton threw a team-
high six hits and Forbort dished out five. Brandon Carlo, meanwhile, was 
the day’s shot blocker leader, turning away five. 
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Brind'Amour has candid take on failed coach's challenge in Game 4 loss 
to Bruins 

 

Nick Goss  

 

BOSTON -- Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour felt really confident 
about winning his coach's challenge for goalie interference in the second 
period of Game 4 against the Bruins on Sunday afternoon. 

Brind'Amour was so confident, in fact, that he would've wagered quite a 
bit on it. 

"I would've bet my life on that one," Brind'Amour told reporters after his 
team's 5-2 loss at TD Garden. "It's tough, because it's clearly -- 
especially the view that we saw after. It's in between his pads loose but 
the guy comes in from the side, pushes his pads, squirts the puck out 
and taps it in. 

"It's a little different than if the guy had come in from the front and was 
actually playing the puck. You can't play the puck when it's in between 
his legs from the side and knock the goalie sideways to turn and squirt it 
out. If you can, then I don't know how (Nino) Niederreiter's goal isn't a 
goal in the first game when they said 100 percent not a goal." 

The play in question was a pivotal moment in the game. 

The Bruins tied the score 1-1 with 1:16 left in the second period when 
Jake DeBrusk drove to the net, found the puck loose in the crease in 
front of Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta and jammed it past him for the 
goal.  

There was some contact between DeBrusk and Raanta, but not enough 
for the referees to overturn the original call on the ice -- a good goal -- 
after a coach's challenge review. The Hurricanes went back on the 
penalty kill as a result of losing the coach's challenge. 

After the 'Canes took another penalty near the end of the second period, 
the B's opened the third period with a 5-on-3 advantage and scored 44 
seconds into it when Brad Marchand beat Raanta with a perfect shot.  

This goal gave the B's a 3-2 lead, and they added two more goals later in 
the third period to secure a 5-2 victory and even this first-round playoff 
series at two wins apiece. 

The Hurricanes' lack of discipline cost them big time in Game 4. They 
committed eight penalties and gave the Bruins nine power plays, 
including two separate 5-on-3 advantages of more than a minute each. 

Carolina had the No. 1 ranked penalty kill during the regular season, but 
it's hard for any unit to successfully defend against nine power plays, 
especially when the opponent has highly skilled forwards such as 
Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak on the ice. 
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Marchand powers Bruins to Game 4 win, tied series vs. Hurricanes 

 

Nick Goss  

 

BOSTON -- The Bruins didn't have their two-best defensemen for Game 
4 of their first-round series against the Hurricanes, and yet it didn't 
matter. 

Without Charlie McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm, the Bruins overcame 1-0 
and 2-1 deficits to beat the Hurricanes 5-2 in Sunday afternoon's Game 4 
at TD Garden and even the series at two wins apiece. 

Special teams again played a key factor in the outcome, with Boston 
scoring twice on the power play and going 5-for-5 on the penalty kill. 
Bruins rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman gave another strong performance 
in net, making 23 saves on 35 shots to earn his second career 
postseason win. 

The Bruins will try to take a 3-2 series lead in the pivotal Game 5 in 
Carolina on Tuesday night. But first, let's look at three takeaways from 
the Boston's Game 4 victory. 

1) Reuniting top line has paid huge dividends 

The Bruins broke up their first line of Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron 
and David Pastrnak in early January and the change sparked a huge 
turnaround for the team. Pastrnak instantly clicked with Taylor Hall and 
Erik Haula on the second line, giving Boston two lines capable of giving 
opponents problems. The B's finished the regular season with the 
second-best record since Jan. 1. 

The Bruins kept those lines together entering Round 1, but after scoring 
zero even-strength goals entering the third period of Game 2, head 
coach Bruce Cassidy reunited Pastrnak with Bergeron and Marchand. 
The move has paid off in a massive way with Marchand scoring three 
times (once on the power play), Bergeron scoring once and Pastrnak 
scoring twice (once on the power play) over the last two games. 
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These three showed off their impressive on-ice chemistry with a perfectly 
executed play off a faceoff that Pastrnak finished to give Boston a 4-2 
advantage in the third period. 

This top line didn't just score on the power play. The trio excelled at even 
strength, too, with the B's earning a 7-1 edge in shot attempts, a 4-1 lead 
in shots on net, a 3-0 advantage in scoring chances and a 2-0 goal 
differential in the 6:40 of 5-on-5 ice time the Bergeron line played. 

Here's a quick recap of the top line's performance Sunday afternoon: 

David Pastrnak: 1 goal, 1 assist, 6 SOG 

Patrice Bergeron: 1 goal, 2 assists, 5 SOG, 19-for-27 (70.4 percent) on 
faceoffs 

Brad Marchand: 2 goal, 3 assists, 5 SOG 

The Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak line has been arguably the NHL's best 
over the last three years. You can bet the Bruins won't break them up 
again for the rest of the postseason unless circumstances force them to. 

2) Bruins take advantage of undisciplined 'Canes 

The Bruins had an enormous amount of power-play ice time and they 
took advantage, scoring twice on nine opportunities. They also had over 
two minutes of 5-on-3 power-play time. 

Boston's first power-play goal came in the second period when Jake 
DeBrusk drove to the net and pounced on a loose puck in the crease. 
Carolina challenged the play for goalie interference but lost, giving the 
B's another power play. 

The Bruins took their first lead of the game when Marchand fired a shot 
past Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta on a third-period power play.  

The Hurricanes owned the league's No. 1 penalty kill with an 88 percent 
success rate during the regular season, but that unit has failed them in 
the last three games. Boston has now scored five times on the power 
play over the last eight periods dating back to Game 2, including two 
goals apiece in Game 3 and Game 4. 

The 'Canes were penalized 14 times in these two games at TD Garden. 
They won't win this series with that lack of discipline, especially with the 
Bruins' power play now firing on all cylinders and loaded with confidence. 

3) B's penalty kill steps up again 

The Bruins showed great improvement on the penalty kill in Game 3 and 
that success carried over to Game 4. Boston's PK was busy early, having 
to defend three Hurricanes power plays in the first period alone, but the 
unit killed each penalty and allowed only one scoring chance. 

Overall, the Bruins penalty kill did a tremendous job blocking shots, 
getting sticks in passing lanes and making it difficult for the 'Canes to 
enter the attacking zone at the blue line. Boston allowed just three 
scoring chances and one shot on net in 4:44 of shorthanded time.  

Special teams have played a major factor in this series, and the Bruins' 
dominance in this area is the primary reason why they tied the series in 
Boston. 
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Brind'Amour has candid take on failed coach's challenge in Game 4 loss 
to Bruins 

 

Nick Goss  

 

BOSTON -- Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour felt really confident 
about winning his coach's challenge for goalie interference in the second 
period of Game 4 against the Bruins on Sunday afternoon. 

Brind'Amour was so confident, in fact, that he would've wagered quite a 
bit on it. 

"I would've bet my life on that one," Brind'Amour told reporters after his 
team's 5-2 loss at TD Garden. "It's tough, because it's clearly -- 
especially the view that we saw after. It's in between his pads loose but 
the guy comes in from the side, pushes his pads, squirts the puck out 
and taps it in. 

"It's a little different than if the guy had come in from the front and was 
actually playing the puck. You can't play the puck when it's in between 
his legs from the side and knock the goalie sideways to turn and squirt it 
out. If you can, then I don't know how (Nino) Niederreiter's goal isn't a 
goal in the first game when they said 100 percent not a goal." 

The play in question was a pivotal moment in the game. 

The Bruins tied the score 1-1 with 1:16 left in the second period when 
Jake DeBrusk drove to the net, found the puck loose in the crease in 
front of Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta and jammed it past him for the 
goal.  

There was some contact between DeBrusk and Raanta, but not enough 
for the referees to overturn the original call on the ice -- a good goal -- 
after a coach's challenge review. The Hurricanes went back on the 
penalty kill as a result of losing the coach's challenge. 

After the 'Canes took another penalty near the end of the second period, 
the B's opened the third period with a 5-on-3 advantage and scored 44 
seconds into it when Brad Marchand beat Raanta with a perfect shot.  

This goal gave the B's a 3-2 lead, and they added two more goals later in 
the third period to secure a 5-2 victory and even this first-round playoff 
series at two wins apiece. 

The Hurricanes' lack of discipline cost them big time in Game 4. They 
committed eight penalties and gave the Bruins nine power plays, 
including two separate 5-on-3 advantages of more than a minute each. 

Carolina had the No. 1 ranked penalty kill during the regular season, but 
it's hard for any unit to successfully defend against nine power plays, 
especially when the opponent has highly skilled forwards such as 
Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak on the ice. 
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Charlie McAvoy won't play Game 4 vs. Hurricanes after entering COVID 
protocol 

 

Nick Goss  

 

The Boston Bruins will be without their best defenseman for Sunday 
afternoon's pivotal Game 4 against the Carolina Hurricanes at TD 
Garden. 

The Bruins announced shortly before puck drop that Charlie McAvoy has 
been placed in the COVID-19 protocol, thus making him unavailable. 

Bruins owe Game 3 win to Forbort's fantastic defense, penalty killing 

McAvoy is a top-five defenseman in the NHL and arguably the most 
valuable player on the Bruins, especially when you consider Boston 
already is without its second-best d-man, Hampus Lindholm, after he 
suffered an upper body injury in Game 2. Lindholm missed Game 3 and 
won't play in Game 4, either. 
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Here are the likely defense pairings for Sunday without McAvoy and 
Lindholm: 

Matt Grzelcyk--Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort--Connor Clifton 

Mike Reilly--Josh Brown 

Brown will be making his Bruins playoff debut in Game 4. He was 
acquired by Boston at the trade deadline in March and made six regular 
season appearances for the B's. 

The Hurricanes lead the series 2-1 entering Sunday. 
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Swayman aces first playoff test for Bruins with great performance in 
Game 3 win 

 

Nick Goss  

 

BOSTON -- The biggest adjustment the Bruins made entering Game 3 
against the Hurricanes was changing their starting goalie, and it proved 
to be the correct decision by head coach Bruce Cassidy. 

After two decent-but-not-great performances from veteran goaltender 
Linus Ullmark in a pair of losses down in Carolina to begin the first round, 
the Bruins gave Jeremy Swayman his first career playoff start in Friday 
night's matchup at TD Garden. 

He rose to the challenge. 

The rookie netminder made 25 saves on 27 shots (.926 save 
percentage), including a couple key stops on the penalty kill. Swayman 
didn't give up many rebounds, he challenged shooters, and he showed 
great poise in net. His one mistake came on Jaccob Slavin's third-period 
goal, but the score was 4-1 prior to that tally. 

Swayman's performance was a major reason why the Bruins earned a 4-
2 win to trim their series deficit to 2-1. 

"I thought he played great," Bruins forward Brad Marchand said. "He 
made some huge saves at timely moments of the game where it could 
have changed the outcome. He just seemed to be very composed. It's a 
high-pressure game. We knew the magnitude of the game and he came 
in prepared. 

"But I think that's what we expected from him. He's had that all year. He 
has the drive and the will to be a great player for this team. I think he was 
excited for the opportunity. You have to give him a lot of credit. But you 
have to regroup, forget about this one, be proud of himself, but he has to 
do it again." 

Bruins owe Game 3 win to Forbort's fantastic defense, penalty killing 

There was one sequence during the second period where the Hurricanes 
were all over the front of the net and the Bruins couldn't clear the zone. 
Swayman covered every inch of his crease to thwart Carolina and 
prevent it from scoring during an important time in the game. 

"It was a great team effort," Swayman said. "They came in a rush, that's 
their game. They get in front of the net and clean up rebounds. I wanted 
to make sure to seal the ice well and the upper part of the net as well, 
and do whatever I can to stop rebounds and end the play." 

One of Swayman's best traits is his calmness in net. He does a 
tremendous job fighting through adversity and staying even-keeled, 
especially in clutch moments. That's the kind of mindset you need as a 
goalie in the playoffs when the pressure increases significantly. 

"That’s his demeanor and I think that won’t change,” Cassidy said of 
Swayman. “The farther we go along, some of that will get tested. For a 
young guy, these are the most important games he’s probably ever 
played, so we’ll see. But we knew that about him. 

"Right up to the end, we weren't sure who would be our Game 1 starter. 
We just felt Ullmark had the better finish. (Swayman) worked on his 
game in between. You never know if you're going to get a shot. He got 
his opportunity and he was ready for it. I think it says what it always has, 
he’s consistent -- he’s a good pro, for a young guy, he’s a really good 
pro. He’ll get tested again Sunday, but he passed his first one." 
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Bruins Daily: Marchand Rattles DeAngelo, Canes; Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins are right back in their first round series with the 
Carolina Hurricanes after a 5-2 win in Game 4 on Sunday. 

Boston Bruins winger Brad Marchand got under the skin of Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo in Game 4. 

That, all your Stanley Cup Playoffs news and more in the latest BHN 
Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Perfection Line of Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-David Pastrnak 
stepped up once again for the Boston Bruins in Game 4. 

Brad Marchand has put his Boston Bruins teammates on his shoulders 
for the last two games and is the main reason the Bruins and Carolina 
Hurricanes are headed back to Raleigh for Game 5 tied at two games 
apiece. 

Speaking of Marchand, he completely set up and cooked dinner in the 
head of Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo in Game 4. 

Boston Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy entered COVID Protocol just 
before warmups for Game 4. 

Former Boston Bruins center David Krejci is headed to the World 
Championships again to play for Team Czechia. 

National Hockey Now 

Pitt: Pittsburgh Penguins forward Kasperi Kapanen hasn’t scored in three 
games against the New York Rangers but he does appear to be climbing 
out of Mike Sullivan’s doghouse. 

Philly: Philadelphia Flyers fans have apparently tuned out the Flyers. 

Wash: Washington Capitals forward Tom Wilson is still day-to-day and 
questionable for Game 4 against the Washington Capitals. 

Colorado: Up 3-0 in their Eastern Conference Quarterfinals series with 
the Nashville Predators, should the Colorado Avalanche just sit injured 
starting goalie Darcy Kuemper? 

San Jose: The San Jose Sharks are reportedly trying to unload the 
contracts for defensemen Erik Karlsson and Brent Burns on the NHL 
Trade Market. 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: My partner-in-scribe at Montreal Hockey, Marco D’Amico 
brought up an interesting tid-bit about the second first round draft pick the 
Montreal Canadiens have in the 2022 NHL Entry Draft. 
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Calgary: The Calgary Flames think part of the reason they’re down 2-1 in 
their series with the Dallas Stars is because they’re getting hosed by the 
referees. Cry me a river! 

Also, the Flames are trying to pull a Tom Brady era New England Patriots 
and pretend they’re the underdog despite being the clear-cut favorites 
against the Dallas Stars. 

If you're confused about Gaudreau calling the #Flames underdogs today 
you haven't been reading @calgaryhockeynow. My story from before the 
playoffs started. https://t.co/2l7VOeUvNF 

— Steve Macfarlane (@MacfarlaneHKY) May 8, 2022 

NHL 

Former Boston Bruins defenseman Torey Krug is likely out for more than 
one game in the St. Louis Blues’ series with the Minnesota Wild. 

Toronto Maple Leafs forward William Nylander is baby soft poop! 

A business that's going bankrupt? 

Sit this baby soft poop next game!#LeafsForever https://t.co/Ukb43LcFir 

— MurphysLaw74 (@MurphysLaw74) May 9, 2022 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Big Guns Strike In Game 4 Victory 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 5-2 win 
over the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 4 on Sunday afternoon at TD 
Garden to even the series at 2-2 headed back to Carolina. 

GOLD STAR: Brad Marchand dominated in a big-time victory for the 
Boston Bruins with two goals and five points along with a plus-3 rating in 
22:45 of ice time and helped step up and offset the void of the B’s 
missing their top two defensemen with health woes. Brad Marchand was 
also super engaged in top of the offense as he got inside the head of 
Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Tony D-Angelo to the point that 
D’Angelo fired his stick at Marchand’s empty net attempt that iced the 
game in the closing moments of the third period. 

Only a matter of time until Tony D’Angelo started acting like himself in 
this series. Marchand completely in his skull. Bruins even series up 2-2 
and it heads back to Carolina pic.twitter.com/BNyzOpHG3u 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) May 8, 2022 

All of Boston’s big boys showed up on Sunday afternoon at the B’s time 
of need with Marchand’s five points, Patrice Bergeron adding a goal and 
three points and David Pastrnak chipping in a goal as well in the 
impressive win. 

BLACK EYE: Tony D’Angelo. The guy managed to pretty much stay out 
of trouble all season after nearly getting himself booted out of the NHL for 

being a loudmouth hothead that couldn’t seem to control himself. Well, 
that all changed in Game 4 as he got into a war of words with Brad 
Marchand that ultimately saw him lose his composure, take a dumb 
penalty against Connor Clifton in the third period and then ultimately try 
and throw his stick to break up an empty net goal for Brad Marchand. 
Other than that, he had a super-duper Sunday afternoon, though. 

TURNING POINT: It was cashing in on the power play to start the third 
period where Brad Marchand scored just as the 5-on-3 expired to give 
the Boston Bruins a 3-2 lead. It came about just 44 seconds into the third 
period to give the Boston Bruins all the momentum, and they just 
continued to ride that for the rest of the third period as the Hurricanes 
totally lost their composure. One would expect it to be a different story 
when the series shifts back to Carolina, but the Hurricanes let a golden 
chance to put a stranglehold on the series get away with some self-
inflicted wounds suffered in Game 4. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Jake DeBrusk didn’t have the most points or 
end up as one of the dominant figures on the scoresheet, but he came to 
play in an important for the Black and Gold. He scored a massive game-
tying goal toward the end of the second period when he beat three 
Hurricanes players to a loose puck at the net and stuffed it past Antti 
Raanta to even things up going into the second intermission. In a 
sequence that was just as as important, the goal then stood up to a 
challenge for goalie interference by Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

Good goal. 

Jake DeBrusk ties it on the power play. pic.twitter.com/pUxdsAI0Yk 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 8, 2022 

It was exactly the kind of “Greasy Jake” that Cam Neely lamented wasn’t 
around nearly enough anymore in a Boston Bruins uniform before his 
trade request became public this season. But he showed he was back in 
the playoffs with the goal, two points, five shots on net and one blocked 
shot in 16:49 of ice time. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 9 – the number of power plays that the Hurricanes 
handed to the Boston Bruins on a day when they made a ton of discipline 
errors and mental mistakes allowing the B’s back into the series. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “How was your Mother’s Day?” –Brad Marchand on 
what he said to Tony D’Angelo to get him all riled up during a Game 4 
where the Carolina Hurricanes completely imploded. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Murph's Take: Marchand Putting Bruins Teammates On His Shoulders 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

The Boston Bruins are smack back in their Eastern Quarterfinals series 
with the Carolina Hurricanes after a 5-2 win Sunday that sent the series 
back to Raleigh tied at two games apiece. 

Brad Marchand led the Bruins with two goals and three assists, while his 
Perfection Line linemates also stayed hot. Boston Bruins captain Patrice 
Bergeron had a goal and two assists and David Pastrnak had a goal and 
an assist. 

While the entire Perfection Line has returned right to form after being 
reunited for Game 3, it has been Boston Bruins veteran winger Brad 
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Marchand who is putting the team on his shoulders and leading the way. 
Marchand started off slow in the series. In fact, he had one of his worst 
games in recent memory going pointless and finishing Game 1 at a 
minus 3 in a 5-1 Bruins loss. He followed that with an assist in a 5-2 
Bruins loss in Game 2. 

While Marchand, and even his longtime linemate and Bergeron 
downplayed it after the win Sunday, the read here is that not only was 
their urgency entering Game 3 to get back in this series and not get 
swept or go down in five games (as this crow-eating scribe predicted they 
would), but to keep Bergeron’s career going, if, as many are speculating, 
this is his swan song after a 18-season hall of fame career. 

After coming alive with a goal and two assists in a 4-2 win in Game 3, 
Marchand was stone-faced and all business. It was clear he wasn’t going 
to let his teammates get caught up in the joy of finally beating the 
Hurricanes after five tries and for the first time since the 2020 Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. 

“That’s the desperation that they’ve been playing with from Game 1 and 
that’s what we need to play with every day moving forward,” Brad 
Marchand pointed out following Game 4. “So it’s a good lesson for us to 
continue to learn and again we need to keep playing like that. They’re 
gonna elevate; they’re a good team, it’s what they’ve done all year; they 
know how to respond and I don’t think that was their best effort when you 
look at the games they played in Carolina versus [Friday], we know 
they’re going to be better so we have to better too.” 

In a game where the Bruins were suddenly without defenseman Charlie 
McAvoy, the Bruins needed their leaders to lead again and that’s exactly 
what Marchand did. He also established a career high for a playoff game 
with a five-point outing in Game 4. 

Brad Marchand tallied 2-3—5 and established a new #StanleyCup 
Playoffs career high, just one point shy of the @NHLBruins record for 
most in a postseason game.#NHLStats: https://t.co/0Df2xjRGgu 
pic.twitter.com/QkEP6SsNWI 

— NHL Public Relations (@PR_NHL) May 8, 2022 

Marchand wasn’t just showing up on the point sheet. He was also using 
his pest skills to his and his team’s advantage, basically cooking dinner in 
the head of Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

“You’re a fucking racist” ~ Brad Marchand to Tony DeAngelo 
pic.twitter.com/RgkBGc4ZDr 

— x – Hannah (@babybergy37_) May 8, 2022 

While he’s always one of the smallest guys on the ice, Marchand can 
sure play big and he’s doing it again when this team needs it most. 

“That’s just who he is,” Bergeron said of Marchand following the game. 
“He elevates his game and always finding a way to get better and takes it 
upon himself to help the team in any way he can. He always rises up to 
the occasion any time there’s a big moment and there’s no surprises 
there.” 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy concurred. 

“We talk about character, he’s got a letter on his sweater for a reason,” 
Cassidy said of Marchand. “He’s a battler. He’s been a competitive guy 
his whole life. He’s not going to get down too long. This is the time of 
year he loves to play. He’s shown that. 

“Now you’re at home and you’ve got the crowd behind you that’s pushing 
you. You’ve got some animosity, now we’re in Game 3 and 4, there’s 
some chirping going on now, too, and that I think can elevate his game 
as well. It’s bright lights time, and I think Marshy has always been pretty 
good with that, and tonight it worked out really well for him.” 

The lights will get even bigger in Game 5 and 6, and maybe even 7. 
There’s no doubt here that Marchand will keep carrying this team as he 
does his best to help win one more for Bergeron. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Marchand Appears To Call DeAngelo A 'Racist' In Bruins 5-2 Win 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Boston Bruins winger Brad Marchand is officially renting space in the 
head of Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

As time was winding down in the first period of the Bruins’ 5-2 series-
tying Game 4 win at TD Garden Sunday, Marchand and DeAngelo got 
into it in a scrum in the corner to the right of Hurricanes goalie Antti 
Raanta. As the siren sounded and the teams started to exit for the first 
intermission, Marchand and DeAngelo kept yapping as they were 
separated by the officials. DeAngelo then pointed to his nose in jest of 
Marchand’s rather large beak and Marchand chirped back: 

“You’re a racist, you’re a F!$*&%G racist.” 

Marchand then turned to the ref escorting him away and said “He is.” 

“You’re a fucking racist” ~ Brad Marchand to Tony DeAngelo 
pic.twitter.com/RgkBGc4ZDr 

— x – Hannah (@babybergy37_) May 8, 2022 

Marchand was asked about the exchange following the game and simply 
said with a smirk: 

“I was just asking him if he he had a good Mother’s Day.” 

Give Marchand credit because he definitely did his research on the 
controversial Hurricanes defenseman who was essentially kicked off the 
New York Rangers last season, getting bought after six games and 
getting into a physical altercation with former teammates and Rangers 
goalie Alexander Georgiev. However, the racists chirp from Brad 
Marchand dates back to DeAngelo’s junior hockey days when was 
suspended twice during his junior career in the OHL, for violating the 
league’s policy covering “homophobic, racist, and sexist language” and 
abuse of officials. 

Tony DeAngelo also became a large advocate for the false claims that 
Donald Trump actually won the 2020 Presidential Election over now-
President Joe Biden. He constantly retweeted Qanon theories and claims 
as well and supported the events on Jan. 6, 2021. In addition to that, he 
claimed that COVID was just a big ‘media scare’ 

After he was signed by the Hurricanes prior to this season, Tony 
DeAngelo said that he had learned his lessons and pledged to be a team 
player. 

“I think as you get older and more mature … a lot of the stuff that’s 
happened in my career has stemmed from emotions, from being 
competitive. There’s never been any off-ice problems or anything like 
that. I’ve made some mistakes along the way, obviously, stuff that I 
regretted,” DeAngelo said. “And now, I have to prove it to the Hurricanes. 
I told them I’m not going to let them down and I’m a man of my word.” 
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He also addressed the racial and homophobic claims. 

“It’s never happened again. I was regretful of it,” DeAngelo said of the 
slur. “I’m still friends with that guy and took the time to apologize to him. I 
did what I had to do there, went to some [sports psychology] counseling 
classes back then. It was in the heat of the moment of the game, and I 
wish I could take it back. It hasn’t happened again and it will not happen 
again.” 

Well, in Game 4 against the Boston Bruins, the old Tony DeAngelo 
returned as after that exchange with Marchand, the Hurricanes 
defenseman unraveled and basically lost his marbles. With his team up 
2-1 on the Bruins and seemingly in control of a game that could’ve given 
them a commanding 3-1 series lead, DeAngelo cross-checked Bruins 
forward Curtis Lazar and then kept going after him, eventually punching 
him in the face. Lazar even asked him after what he was doing. 

Curtis Lazar: “What the f**k are you doing?” 

Tony DeAngelo:#NHLBruins pic.twitter.com/h64a7U0P71 

— Blake Thorne (@_BlakeThorne) May 8, 2022 

Then as Marchand went in alone to seal the game with an empty-netter 
at 19:25 of the third period, Tony DeAngelo threw his stick at the Bruins 
winger who had five points (2g, 3a) in the game. 

There was no word yet if DeAngelo will receive any kind of supplemental 
discipline for his behavior in Game 4 but one thing is for sure, he’s 
hurting his teammates again. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Boston Bruins McAvoy Out For Game 4, Enters COVID Protocol 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

BOSTON – The Boston Bruins were hit with some awful news prior to 
Sunday afternoon’s Game 4 vs. the Carolina Hurricanes as defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy is out after entering the NHL’s COVID protocol. The 
announcement was made by the Boston Bruins just prior to warmups for 
the Sunday matinee with the Boston Bruins down 2-1 in the best-of-
seven series. 

The even worse news? McAvoy is also out for Game 5 as it’s a five-day 
quarantine period after entering the league’s updated COVID protocol 
and he wouldn’t be out in time for Tuesday’s game in Carolina. The NHL 
and NHLPA both agreed at the NHL All-Star break to stop testing 
asymptomatic players, so McAvoy must have been exhibiting some 
COVID symptoms prior to prompting a test. 

Considering how much the Boston Bruins back end has struggled to 
consistently and cleanly break the puck out against a speedy, aggressive 
Carolina forecheck, the B’s would appear to be in a great deal of trouble 
in Game 4 missing their two premier puck-moving defensemen. 

The Boston Bruins will go with a top pairing of Matt Grzelcyk and 
Brandon Carlo with McAvoy and Lindholm both out of the lineup, and 

Josh Brown will see his first action of the playoffs on a third pairing with 
Derek Forbort, a game after he blocked a whopping nine shots in Friday 
night’s Game 3 win for the Black and Gold. 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy did indicate prior to Game 4 
that Hampus Lindholm continues to feel better recovering from his upper 
body injury suffered in a nasty hit from Andrei Svechnikov, and that he’s 
resumed skating in attempts to come back at some point in this series. 

For the Carolina Hurricanes, Antti Raanta is back between the pipes for 
the Canes as they are getting closer to full strength up and down their 
lineup. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Bruins Daily: McAvoy Out, Bruins Look For Mother's Day Magic 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The most famous win and moment in Boston Bruins history came on 
Mother’s Day 1970 in Game 4 on a Sunday afternoon, 52 years ago this 
Tuesday. Can the Bruins earn another big playoff win Sunday afternoon 
on Mother’s Day 2022? 

They’re going to need that magic after finding out they’ll be without 
Charlie McAvoy for Games 4 and 5. 

Jeremy Swayman passed his first real Stanley Cup Playoffs test; can he 
SWAY the series in the favor of the Boston Bruins on Sunday in Game 
4? 

That, all your Stanley Cup Playoffs news and more in the latest BHN 
Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Can Jeremy Swayman sway the series and momentum in the favor of the 
Boston Bruins in Game 4? 

Boston Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy entered COVID Protocol just 
before warmups for Game 4. 

Here’s your game preview and betting picks for Game 4 between the 
Boston Bruins and the Carolina Hurricanes. 

National Hockey Now 

Pitt: The Pittsburgh Penguins finally got some secondary scoring and 
took a 2-1 series lead over the New York Rangers with a 7-4 win in 
Game 3. 

Philly: The Philadelphia Flyers signed 6-foot-7, 205-pound goalie Ivan 
Fedotov to a one-year, entry level deal Saturday. 

Wash: Washington Capitals goalie Ilya Samsonov earned his first win in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs and helped the Caps beat the Florida Panthers 
in Game 3 to take a 2-1 series lead. 

FLA: The Florida Panthers may be down 2-1 in the series to the Capitals 
but our man in FLA, George Richards says it’s way too early to count 
them out. 

Detroit: Detroit Red Wings prospect goalie Sebastian Cossa is shining in 
the WHL Playoffs. 
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Colorado: Thankfully Darcy Kuemper is going to be OK after taking a 
stick to the eye in a 7-3 win for the Colorado Avalanche over the 
Nashville Predators in Game 3. 

San Jose: There’s plenty of former San Jose Sharks battling for the 
Stanley Cup this spring. 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: My partner-in-scribe at Montreal Hockey Now did an in-depth 
2022 NHL Draft prospect rankings. 

Calgary: The Calgary Flames suddenly find themselves in a 2-1 series 
hole to the Dallas Stars after a 4-2 loss in Game 3. 

NHL 

Per NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman, the Ottawa Senators are not for 
sale as of now. 

Rumors that Mark Scheifele asked out from the Winnipeg Jets, appear to 
be just that, rumors. 

Looks like the NHLPA need thicker skin and the New Jersey Devils have 
no idea how to fix the bleep-show they’ve become once again. 

Last but not least, Happy Mother’s Day to my Mom, my ex-wife, the 
mother of my my daughter and all Mom’s out there! We are all nothing 
without you. Thank you for your love! 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Game 4: Boston Bruins vs Carolina Hurricanes Lines, Betting Preview 

 

By Jimmy Murphy  

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Stanley Cup 
playoff preview: 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, 107 pts) vs Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8-116 
pts) in Game 4 of their first round series with Carolina up 2-1 in the 
series. 

After their best performance of not just this playoff series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes but of the entire season series with the Canes in a 4-
2 Game 3 victory, the Boston Bruins will try to even the series at two 
games a piece. 

TIME: 12:30 PM ET 

TV: NESN, BSSO, ESPN, SN, TVAS2 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Perfection Line of Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-David Pastrnak 
was reunited for the Boston Bruins in Game 3 and delivered in grand 
fashion. 

-In his first career Stanley Cup Playoff start, Boston Bruins rookie goalie 
Jeremy Swayman made 25 saves in a 4-2 win for the Bruins. 

-Boston Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort was a shot-blocking beast in 
Game 3. 

Carolina Hurricanes Notes 

-Hurricanes rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov made 24 saves in his first 
career playoff start in Game 3. He is expected to start again in Game 4. 

-Hurricanes defenseman Jacob Slavin scored a goal in Game 3 and is 
now tied for the team lead in playoff points (4) with Vincent Trochek and 
Tony DeAngelo. 

Betting Picks and Prediction: OK so we were off with our Chris Wagner 
goal prop for Game 3 but we nailed the final score! Well, buckle up 
because today, we’re predicting overtime. The DRAW at +310 and the 
Bruins MONEY LINE at -128 are the plays here. Don’t forget for all your 
NHL odds, got to Fanduel! 

Prediction: Bruins 4 Hurricanes 3 (OT) 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron– David Pastrnak 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – Craig Smith 

Jake DeBrusk  – Charlie Coyle – Tomáš Nosek 

Nick Foligno – Curtis Lazar – Chris Wagner 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk – Brandon Carlo 

Mike Reilly- Josh Brown 

Derek Forbort – Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Jeremy Swayman  

Linus Ullmark 

Carolina Hurricanes Lineup: 

Forwards: 

Andrei Svechnikov — Sebastian Aho — Seth Jarvis 

Teuvo Teravainen — Vincent Trocheck — Martin Necas 

Nino Niederreiter — Jordan Staal — Jesper Fast 

Max Domi — Jesperi Kotkaniemi — Derek Stepan 

Defensemen: 

Jaccob Slavin — Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei — Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith – Ian Cole 

Goalies: 

Antti Raanta 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
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well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Boston Bruins Swayman 'Passed His First Test' In Game 3 Win 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

BOSTON – It took a couple of games for him to get there this 
postseason, but rookie netminder Jeremy Swayman finally got to make 
his first career Stanley Cup playoff start that subsequently turned into his 
first career playoff win as well. 

After the Boston Bruins fell to 0-2 in their best-of-seven series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes with Linus Ullmark between the pipes, Swayman 
was given the call and stopped 25-of-27 shots in an impressively poised 
performance in a big pressure spot. Then after the win, it was all about 
the hugs. 

First-career playoff win for Jeremy Swayman. 

First-career postseason hug as well: pic.twitter.com/bnG6qs8geg 

— Evan Marinofsky (@EvanMarinofsky) May 7, 2022 

It wasn’t much of a surprise since it’s the kind of makeup Swayman 
showed throughout a stellar rookie season where he posted a 23-14-3 
record along with a 2.41 goals against average and .914 save 
percentage. 

But the 23-year-old Swayman struggled with consistency down the 
stretch in the month of April and that led Ullmark to get the first two 
playoff starts, where he wasn’t a difference-maker with an .860 save 
percentage in the two defeats. 

Swayman said his mindset was simple going into a must-win for the 
Black and Gold prior to getting the 4-2 win over the Hurricanes in Game 
3 at TD Garden: It was to get a win any way possible. 

“Do everything you can to win. It’s that simple,” said Swayman, when 
asked what his mindset was headed into a massive Game 3. “That was 
special. The only other time I had [in the playoffs] was last year when 
COVID allowed fans to come in, so that was electric. But it’s a great 
experience every time you walk into a full building here and playoffs is a 
whole other level. It was so great to get the win in front of our hometown 
[Bruins fans].” 

Swayman made 10 stops in the first period as the Bruins got things 
together before eventually pushing out to their first lead of the entire 
playoff series in the second period. And he was especially good during 
some penalty kill situations with a group in front of him that was blocking 
shots like Derek Forbort, who finished with nine blocked shots. Either 
way Swayman looked locked in while operating near-perfectly with the 
five man unit defending in front of him. 

Just complete bedlam around Jeremy Swayman and the Bruins. 
pic.twitter.com/IYX9N3BTn4 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 7, 2022 

But it was his even-keeled approach to a big playoff moment that gave 
the Boston Bruins a calm backstop ready to make the timely saves that 
perhaps eluded Ullmark earlier in the postseason series vs. Carolina. 

“Well, that’s his demeanor, and I think that won’t change. The further we 
go along, some of that will get tested obviously for a young guy. These 
are the most important games he has probably ever played, so we’ll see,” 
said Cassidy. “But we knew that about him. And right up to the end, we 

weren’t sure who would be our Game 1 [starter]. We just felt Ullmark had 
the better finish, so that’s the way we went. 

“He worked on his game in between. You never know if you’re going to 
get a shot if the other guy stays hot. He got his opportunity; he was ready 
for it. I think it says what it always has: he is a good pro for a young guy. 
He’s a really good pro. He’ll get tested again [in Game 4], but he passed 
his first one.” 

Certainly, Swayman is an X-Factor for the Boston Bruins with his ability 
to heat up and potentially steal a hockey game or two. That may be 
exactly what the Black and Gold need to truly fight their way back into a 
playoff series where the Hurricanes have looked extremely tough to beat. 

The Boston Bruins are going to need Swayman’s best again on Sunday 
afternoon as they look to even the series and put pressure on the favored 
Carolina Hurricanes with the series headed back to Carolina for Game 5, 
for better or for worse for the Black and Gold. 
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Bruins deliver good old-fashioned show-and-tell on how to overcome 
adversity in Game 4 win 

 

Steve Buckley  

 

As great Mother’s Days in Bruins history go, what took place Sunday at 
TD Garden is nowhere close to what happened on May 10, 1970. 

You know … Bobby Orr. The Goal. The Cup. The flying through the air in 
front of the net at the old Garden, which inspired the statue that’s in front 
of the new Garden. 

And, no, the Bruins’ 5-2 victory over the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 4 
of this opening-round Stanley Cup series can hardly be described as a 
miracle. As near as can be determined, the only Mother’s Day miracle in 
Boston sports history took place on May 13, 2007, when the Red Sox 
scored six runs in the bottom of the ninth to claim a 6-5 victory over the 
Baltimore Orioles, with the late, wonderful Julio Lugo ending it with a two-
run infield single. Just Google “Mother’s Day Miracle” and see for 
yourself. 

But while the Bruins didn’t win the Cup on Sunday, and while caning the 
Canes was in no way a miracle, what they did do was deliver a good old-
fashioned show-and-tell on the ability to overcome adversity, to rise to 
the occasion and … well, whatever other cliches you can dredge up to 
describe a team that had to go out and play a big game after learning it’d 
be without one of its most important players. 

The important player of whom we speak is defenseman Charlie McAvoy, 
who was ruled out of Game 4 after being placed in NHL’s COVID-19 
protocol. Imagine being Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, punching in for 
work Sunday morning, seemingly having everything all mapped out, then 
receiving a gut punch such as this. McAvoy is Boston’s top D-man, and 
his 25:15 average ice time is the highest on the team. 

So Cassidy suited up Josh Brown to replace McAvoy. But that was just 
bookkeeping. It was keeping up with the Hurricanes that was suddenly at 
stake. The Bruins were already without defenseman Hampus Lindholm, 
who’s still recovering from a head injury in Game 2. 

And yet the Bruins played their best hockey of the series, mainly because 
their big stars did what big stars do: They scored. Brad Marchand had 
two goals and three assists. David Pastrnak had a goal and an assist. 
Patrice Bergeron had a goal and two assists, to say nothing of the fact 
the old-timer showed some old-time grit by returning to the game after a 
high stick from Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho late in the second 
period opened a WWE-like cut over his right eye. 
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Cue Cassidy talking about what this victory says about his team’s 
character in 3 … 2 … 

“Well, a lot,” he said. “There’s different people that have to step up, 
obviously the guys on the back end … just guys having to add minutes to 
their plate, which I think every player relishes, but getting it done in 
crunch time against a really good team like this is a compliment to them, 
obviously, being ready to go.” 

That’s it, right there. Had the Bruins lost, the postgame theme would 
have been about a beat-up team playing without two top defensemen 
and the train wreck comedy that ensued. Things can get bad, especially 
in the playoffs, when coaches are forced to go deeper, ever deeper, into 
their depth charts. Instead, the Bruins didn’t so much dominate the 
Hurricanes as handle their own affairs, trying to play as mistake-free as 
they could, especially after a roughish start. 

“They tested us for sure on our breakouts; we weren’t as clean as we 
wanted to be,” the coach said. “We’ll work on that and address it. 

“But at the end of the day, you’ve got the next part of it, your top-end 
guys, the forward group … they’re going to have to give a little more, and 
we saw that with Bergie’s line — and a lot of guys, for that matter.” 

Let’s take a break from the scoring summary and focus on the eye candy 
of Sunday’s big victory, which was Bergeron trying to stay on the ice after 
taking Aho’s stick dangerously close to his eye, then returning to the fray. 
The romantic in me likes to think it was the equipment manager, or 
maybe the bus driver, who stitched him up between periods. We know 
those days are gone, but you get the idea: Patrice Bergeron, who turns 
37 in July, a Bruin since 2003 and quite possibly an ex-Bruin after this 
season, got fixed up and returned to the game. 

“There’s a reason he’s got the C on his sweater,” Cassidy said. 

And after the game, after this big Bruins victory was in the books, 
Bergeron offered a reminder that this was indeed Mother’s Day when he 
brought his three small children with him to the media availability. 

“A great afternoon game — the kids can be here,” he said matter-of-
factly, as though he’d taken little Zack, Victoria and Noah to some office 
building in the Back Bay. “I was looking forward to the game, and happy 
Mother’s Day to all the mothers out there.” 

With that Hallmark moment in the books, Bergeron was asked about the 
blood that was flowing from his right eye in the first period. 

“It was really close to the eye … there was blood in there. It was kind of 
blurry at first,” he said, explaining the high stick by Aho. “And then I 
realized it was fine, that it’s just a cut, and you want to get back out there 
when you can.” 

Were the kids worried when they saw their old man? 

“After? With the stitches?” he asked. “They were a little concerned at 
first. They weren’t sure what was going on. But they’ve seen it before. It’s 
not the first time they’ve seen Daddy with a few bruises and stitches near 
or around the eye. Everything was fine after.” 

With that, then, we’re going to add this Bruins victory to our expanded list 
of Cool Stuff in Boston Sports That Happened on Mother’s Day. Will it be 
remembered? Orr’s goal won a championship, and the 2007 Red Sox 
went on to win the World Series. So, hey, stay tuned. 
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Inside the Bruins’ 5-forward setup that scored Game 4’s winning goal 

 

Fluto Shinzawa  

 

Bruce Cassidy had the entire second intermission to think about his next 
move. He needed as much time as possible. It was a big one. 

The Bruins and Hurricanes were tied after 40 minutes of Game 4, 2-2. 
The Bruins were starting the third period with 44 seconds of five-on-three 
power-play time. 

At 18:44 of the second, after Jake DeBrusk tied the game, Rod 
Brind’Amour challenged the goal for goaltender interference. Video 
review ruled the Carolina coach was wrong. The Hurricanes were given a 
delay of game penalty. 

Then with 24.3 seconds remaining in the period, Sebastian Aho clipped 
Patrice Bergeron with a high stick on the right cheek. The rake of Aho’s 
stick filled Bergeron’s right eye with blood. 

Normally, the Bruins roll Charlie McAvoy with Bergeron, Brad Marchand, 
David Pastrnak and Charlie Coyle in five-on-three spread situations. 
McAvoy and Pastrnak work the top. Coyle and Marchand fan out on their 
off sides for one-timers. Bergeron goes into the bumper. 

McAvoy was unavailable. The No. 1 defenseman did not practice 
Saturday because of an undisclosed reason. 

On Sunday morning, in Cassidy’s words, he knew something might be 
amiss with McAvoy. Before warmups, Cassidy said he learned McAvoy 
was placed in COVID-19 protocol. 

McAvoy played 23:06 in Game 3 on Friday. McAvoy underwent a 
procedure in January of 2018 because of an abnormal heart rhythm. 
According to NHL rules, a player who has tested positive must remain in 
isolation for at least five days since the onset of symptoms. 

“How does he get out of protocol? I honestly don’t know if he can test his 
way out or he can just wait a certain amount of days,” Cassidy said. “I 
think the best thing for us, honestly, is to give you an update on that. 
Because I’m going to be speaking out of turn. The COVID rules before, 
they might be the exact same. I don’t know. Because it seems like now, it 
wasn’t much of an issue lately. So it surprised us a little bit. But it is what 
it is. Let’s hope Charlie comes out of it well, first of all, and feels fine. And 
we get him back into the lineup as soon as possible.” 

Cassidy wanted a right stick to replace McAvoy. He did not want to use 
Connor Clifton or Josh Brown. Neither is a power-play regular. 

So Cassidy tabbed Coyle as McAvoy’s replacement. It was a risky 
maneuver. 

As forwards, Coyle and Pastrnak are not as comfortable pulling the cord 
and skating backward to defend a short-handed rush. The last thing the 
Bruins wanted to do was see Nino Niederreiter, who was serving the 
infraction for the unsuccessful challenge, step out of the penalty box and 
go on the attack. 

“I think it was managing the clock on that one,” Bergeron said. “Making 
sure we weren’t getting close to that player coming out of the box and 
making sure we were going to stay back a little bit and not cheat too 
much. I think it was a perfect example there to use your strength, do the 
right thing and make the right plays.” 

As the power play progressed, Marchand rotated to the point. He gave 
the puck to Pastrnak, who fed Bergeron in the bumper. Antti Raanta 
made the first stop. Bergeron went wide with his second. 

DeBrusk recovered the puck and fed Coyle at the right point. Coyle 
approached the net and backed off Jordan Staal. He slid the puck over to 
Marchand. One second before Niederreiter left the box, Marchand fired a 
shot around Brett Pesce and past Raanta’s glove to give the Bruins a 3-2 
lead. 

“The play has to evolve a certain way, so we just had a couple ideas from 
the five forwards,” said Cassidy. “I find that what Carolina does well is 
they block the one-timers well. They anticipate the pass. So maybe shoot 
from your forehand side before they get in the lane. Marshy took the shot 
from there before they could get in the lane. It was a heck of a shot.” 
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The left wing started the series with just one point in the first two games. 
Marchand and his linemates are ripping hot now. 

Marchand (goal, two assists) scored the Game 3 winner. Not only did 
Marchand (two goals, three assists) score Game 4’s deciding goal, he 
added an empty-netter that Tony DeAngelo tried to stop with a fling of his 
stick. 

Two blue-collar puck recoveries produced the Bruins’ first two goals. He 
saved the sparkle for the Bruins’ fourth goal. 

One reason Cassidy reunited Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak is the 
depth of the magician’s hat from which they extract rabbits. In the third, 
with a 3-2 lead, Bergeron squared off against Aho for a left-side 
offensive-zone draw. 

Bergeron won the faceoff. Marchand, who was on Bergeron’s right side, 
recovered the puck and sliced to the left. Concurrently, Pastrnak, who 
started on Bergeron’s left, curled behind Brady Skjei and approached the 
net. Before a flat-footed Skjei could cut off the play, Marchand connected 
with Pastrnak for a point-blank chance. Pastrnak didn’t miss. 

In the last two wins, the first-liners have combined for six goals and nine 
assists. Bergeron had one of those helpers with a stitched-up cut below 
his right eye. After the win, the area around the gash was pink and 
purple. 

“That’s the least of what Bergy’s played through, a cut,” Marchand said. 
“He’s played with a hole in his lung and a broken rib. There’s not a whole 
lot that’s going to keep him down. He has the most respect, I think, of any 
player I’ve ever played with in our group. Just what he’s willing to put his 
body through and play through is incredible. That’s why he’s our captain 
and our leader.” 

The Bruins’ top defensive pairing may be compromised again in Game 5. 
Hampus Lindholm missed his second straight game after being flattened 
by Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2. Cassidy believed Lindholm skated 
Sunday morning. But Lindholm has yet to practice with the team after 
being helped off the PNC Arena ice. 

But their best forwards are flying. They are commanding the puck. It is 
the best way to make absences of critical defensemen seem less painful. 
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Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo becomes the Bruins’ No. 1 
villain: ‘How’s your Mother’s Day?’ 

 1244694 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs can’t locate killer instinct in embarrassing 
Game 4 no-show 

 

Luke Fox  

 

TAMPA – In the pall of all those saddened, shortened springs, a 
recurring phrase would pop out of the mouths of various Toronto Maple 
Leafs players and brass that paid them. 

Killer instinct. 

As in, they needed to summon it, somehow, some way. 

In 2017, when Auston Matthews and Mitchell Marner were kids with 
blinding futures and no expectations, Toronto jumped to a 2-1 series lead 
over the mighty Washington Capitals. The Leafs dropped three in row. 

In 2018, the Maple Leafs carried a 4-3 lead into the third period of Game 
7 in Boston. The Bruins scored the next four goals. 

In 2019, Toronto held series leads of 1-0, 2-1, and 3-2 over those same 
Bruins and failed to close the deal. 

In 2021, they coughed up a 3-1 series advantage to the lowest-seeded 
playoff team. 

As if playing a sick joke on their fans, they’ve kept dreaming up creative 
new ways to unravel. To shrink from the grandest moments. 

That cutthroat intangible was nowhere to be found. 

Flash forward to the now: Entering Sunday’s Game 4 the Maple Leafs 
had comported themselves well, full value in building 1-0 and 2-1 series 
leads. 

Yet presented with a second opportunity to seize a stranglehold, the 
Maple Leafs couldn’t locate their treasured killer instinct in Tampa Bay if 
they were spotted on a pirate map with GPS. 

They got absolutely sonned on Mother’s Day. 

From the very first shift of the champions’ 7-3 pasting of the Leafs, the 
Lightning were the aggressor, the dictator in pace, precision, and 
purpose. 

Why didn’t the Leafs bring any killer instinct? 

“Tampa was really good tonight” was coach Sheldon Keefe answer. 

Knowing full well the desperate Lightning would mount a vicious push 
from puck drop, Keefe curiously started his third defence pairing of Mark 
Giordano and Justin Holl. 

They were immediately hemmed in and overwhelmed to the point where 
Tampa was able to make a line change before captain Steven Stamkos 
slammed home his first of the series — on the game’s first shot. 

Before the Maple Leafs registered their second shot of the night, the 
score was already 3-zip. After 40 minutes, 5-0. 

Keefe defends his decision on starting lineup, including defenseman Holl 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:52 

“It’s disappointing. We battled hard [Friday] night to be in the position we 
were in. We knew they were going to come hard. We just weren’t ready 
for it,” Jake Muzzin said. 

“They came out hot. We were on our heels, chasing the game. You get 
down early, it’s tough to come back.” 

The Lightning whipped through the offensive zone as if they had E-
ZPasses stitched into the fabric of their sweaters. They gained net 
access like VIPs at a fisherman’s wharf. 

Every member of Tampa’s vaunted, wily fourth line — Pierre-Edouard 
Bellmare, Pat Maroon, Corey Perry — scored a goal. 

Tampa’s own zone was still glistening with fresh Zamboni smears by the 
10-minute mark. 

It was a romp. It was a message. It was an embarrassment. 

Maple Leafs fail to extend series lead in lacklustre effort vs. Lightning 

“We knew it was coming. We just obviously didn’t execute,” captain John 
Tavares said. “We shot ourselves in the foot with too many penalties.” 

Putting Tampa on the power play eight times in the blowout, Toronto now 
leads the playoffs in penalties taken (32) and penalty minutes (112). It 
also has the worst penalty differential (minus-4). 
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“You gotta be more disciplined. We got a little taste tonight of how it’s 
going to be going forward,” Muzzin added. “This is our fourth game taking 
way too many penalties.” 

Erik Källgren traded the ballcap for the mask before the mess was half 
over, a preservation pull for starter Jack Campbell. The goalie could not 
be faulted by 18 skaters’ decision to no-show and told Keefe during a 
lengthy conversation at a TV timeout that he wished to battle to the bitter 
end. 

“We need him to be good for the next game. So, it was more so mindset 
[I was checking on],” Keefe explained of the chat. “It’s a long way to 
come back.” 

Jack Campbell pleads his case with Keefe to stay in net despite 5-0 
Maple Leafs deficit 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:04 

As usual, the Maple said all the right things leading up to Game 4. 

Keefe figured they might as well “get greedy” after securing a split Friday, 
noting the Leafs had yet to play their best game of the series. 

“We’re playing against a great team,” William Nylander had said, “so we 
don’t want to relax.” 

He’s right. 

The Lightning are great. They’ve got the banners and the swagger to 
prove it. 

Their killer instinct cannot be questioned. 

Hungry, fast and on task, they forced the Maple Leafs into mistakes, but 
the visitors bent soft and purposeless in the face of execution. 

“We have a recipe. We have a plan. We’ve been in these situations 
before,” coach Jon Cooper said prior to puck drop. Then he correctly 
issued a prediction: “We’ll bounce back.” 

The legend of Andrei Vasilevskiy and the Lightning’s ridiculous winning 
streak following a post-season loss — now 16-0 — grew on Sunday, just 
as the Maple Leafs’ equally long hunt to assert themselves when ahead. 

If there is any good news to pull out of these disastrous 60 minutes, it’s 
that momentum has never been carried from game to game in this ping-
pong series. 

The showdown has been reset. 

It’s imperative the Maple Leafs do the same. 

“We got a split. We came out here, it was a best-of-five series with three 
games in this building and two at home. Now it’s a best-of-three with two 
in our building. So, it’s a successful road trip in that sense,” Keefe said. 

“You wash it. You move on. We’ll be better next time.” 

With two series leads eradicated already, are the feelings of past 
disappointments creeping in? 

Muzzin killed that question with one definitive word: “No.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• John Tavares has yet to score in the series, nor in his past. 

“I haven’t been able to produce offensively as I’d like,” Tavares said. “No 
doubt, I expect more and want to be better.” 

• Zach Bogosian was asked if he’d let Anthony Cirelli babysit his kids. 
Absolutely. Cirelli even bought Christmas presents for the big D-man’s 
three young children. 

“Just a super nice kid,” Bogosian said of the shutdown centre. “You see 
how feisty he is on the ice, and off the ice he’s just a polite, nice, good 
Italian kid.” 

• For some reason, Perry dropped his routine of shooting a puck into the 
Maple Leafs’ net at the conclusion of warmups. Asked why he was doing 
so, Perry replied with a straight face: “No idea what you’re talking about.” 

Pierre Engvall did flip a puck toward the Bolts’ net before leaving the ice, 
as he did before Game 3. (He missed.) 

• The Maple Leafs played soccer in the bowels of the arena before the 
game. The Lightning tossed around a football. Hockey must be the only 
team sport where players loosen up by playing other team sports. 

• The series is even, the games not so much.  

The first team to score first in each of the four games has not only won, 
but it has never trailed or even tied. The winning side has held a three-
goal lead in all four. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stopped dead in the water, Oilers must navigate ups and 
downs of Kings series 

 

Iain MacIntyre  

 

LOS ANGELES – In the morning calm, Edmonton Oilers coach Jay 
Woodcroft talked about the ability of his team to manage swells and 
troughs, and not let their emotions ride the steep waves of winning and 
losing. 

Sunday, they were caught in a Los Angeles typhoon. 

We won’t know how well they’ve navigated until their next playoff game, 
on Tuesday. But in losing 4-0 to the Kings, the Oilers were nothing like 
the deep, offensively-dominant team they had looked like the previous 
two games. They lost their National Hockey League playoff series lead 
along with Game 4. 

The shutout represented a massive 10-goal swing from Edmonton’s 8-2 
win in Game 3 on Friday. The Oilers stopped dead in the water, and now 
face a best-of-three with the first-round Stanley Cup series tied 2-2. 

Oilers demonstrate offensive inconsistency in shutout loss vs. Kings 

Current Time 0:00 
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Woodcroft doesn’t believe momentum carries over from game to game. 
We’ll see about confidence. 

“It’s one game at a time for us and today we dropped a game,” the coach 
said late Sunday. “It’s a missed opportunity, and that’s what it is. As I 
said, we’ll do our work, we’ll digest the game and give our players 
something that will be a focal point heading into Game No. 5. 

“I just didn’t think we skated at the level we needed to skate at. I didn’t 
think our (puck) battles and stick fights were where they needed to be. 
We have to be better, we’re capable of more.” 

He added: “We can be better and to a man and we will be.” 

Under the circumstances, it would be difficult to be worse. 

The Oilers were outshot 20-10 in the first period, when the Kings scored 
twice and essentially won the game, and were stuck on three shots for a 
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long stretch of the second period. They didn’t do nearly enough in the 
first half of the game to make things uncomfortable for Los Angeles 
goalie Jonathan Quick, who posted a 31-save shutout after getting 
hooked early in the second period on Friday. 

Edmonton’s lethal power play, a playoffs-leading 5-for-11 before Sunday, 
failed to get the team out of jail, finishing 0-for-3. 

“I think it’s the same thing across the board — penalty kill, five-on-five, 
power play — it’s just working,” Oilers forward Ryan Nugent-Hopkins 
said. “I mean, we’ve got to outwork those guys. They were working on 
their penalty kill tonight and didn’t give us as many looks. Quick stood in 
and, five-on-five, same thing. We’ve got to find a way to break him down. 
But at the end of the day, it’s just about working. 

“I’m just going to keep pounding on it — it’s just going to come down to 
work.” 

The Oilers should hope it comes down to something more because work 
rate is one of the few areas where Los Angeles can match Edmonton, 
which has a deeper, more talented team, as well as two of the best five 
players on the planet. 

But Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl combined Sunday for just four 
shots on goal. And Edmonton’s top defenceman, Darnell Nurse, woefully 
defended a third-period one-on-one against Carl Grundstrom, who got 
past the Oiler, was tackled and fell into Edmonton goalie Mike Smith, 
knocking the puck across the line for a good goal and 3-0 lead. 

“He was strong. Made a good play,” Nurse explained succinctly. 

Grundstrom's goal is upheld after brawl, review, and challenge 
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Grundstrom, who did not dress for Game 3, added an empty-netter and 
finished with three points. 

The Kings opened scoring 8:03 into the game when Phillip Danault 
deked Smith to the ice before reversing the puck to Trevor Moore for a 
gimme. Defenceman Evan Bouchard allowed the puck to bounce past 
him to Danault in the slot a few seconds after clearance hit the referee, 
keeping the puck along the side boards. 

Dressing for the first time in the playoffs, defenceman Troy Stecher made 
it 2-0 for the Kings at 14:03 when Oiler Duncan Keith tried to play the 
Kings’ shot with his stick and deflected it between Smith’s pads. Los 
Angeles equalled in six minutes their offensive output from all of Games 
2 and 3. 

The Kings yielded 14 goals in those six periods, none in the three periods 
on Sunday. 

Swells and troughs. 

“It’s not. . . Champions League soccer where there’s an aggregate,” 
Woodcroft told reporters Sunday morning. “Your job is to win four games 
in a playoff series. The scores of the games are irrelevant. You just want 
to make sure you’re continuing to grow your game and find a way to win. 

“But what I like about our team is our ability to return to baseline, not to 
get too caught up in swells. Returning to baseline is something that we’ve 
talked about for the last two-and-a-half  months.” 

It has never been as important as it is now. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: Bruins’ Big Three takes 
over in Game 4 

 

Emily Sadler  

 

Considering the successful reunion of David Pastrnak with Patrice 
Bergeron and Brad Marchand in Friday’s Game 3, it was no surprise to 
see Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy turn once again to his big 
three on Sunday as the home team attempted to even up their first-round 
series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Cassidy’s decision was a good one, with the Bruins’ top trio combining 
for 10 points among them in Sunday’s 5-2 Game 4 victory. That brought 
their two-game cumulative tally to 16 after their success Friday night to 
propel Boston back into this series. 

Together, the trio was outstanding — a throwback to past post-season 
success — but no single player had a bigger impact on the outcome of 
this one than Marchand. 

He was in his element — on the scoresheet (to the tune of two goals and 
three helpers) as well as under the skin of his opponents. 

What looked like a lopsided series controlled by Carolina just a few days 
ago is now a best-of-three with momentum favouring the Spoked B. 

Here’s what else happened during Sunday’s pair of afternoon games: 

HURRICANES UNRAVEL IN LOSING EFFORT 

Optimism was in short supply in Boston pregame when it was announced 
the Bruins would be without star defenceman Charlie McAvoy after he 
was placed in COVID protocol. And yet despite the loss of the their top 
two D-men (Hampus Lindholm missed his second straight game due to 
injury), the Bruins were by far the better team in this one. 

Things started out well enough for the visiting squad. As they have all 
series so far, the Hurricanes opened the scoring on Sunday. They started 
off the second frame with promise as well, taking a 2-1 lead just 33 
seconds in. 

And then things fell apart. 

Carolina took six penalties in the second period, including four in the final 
seven minutes of the frame, playing an undisciplined game and letting 
their emotions take control. By the time Hurricanes defenceman Tony 
DeAngelo hurled his stick across the ice in an irrational attempt to stop a 
Marchand empty-netter, the team looked completely lost and defeated — 
not to mention a far cry from the club that put up a 2-0 series lead just a 
few days earlier. 

What’s this? A controversial goal resulting in an unsuccessful coach’s 
challenge for goalie interference that totally swung the momentum of the 
game? In this post-season? Couldn’t be. 

Late in the second period of what was a 2-1 game favouring Carolina, 
Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk snuck the puck past Antti Raanta to tie 
things up. The goal came after Raanta had initially made a save, but 
momentarily lost track of the puck as it sat between his pads. DeBrusk 
sought it out, coming around the side of the net and poking his stick 
through, making contact with Raanta’s pad in the process. Here’s how it 
all went down: 

The call on the ice was a goal, and that was upheld following head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour’s challenge. 

Brad Marchand scored a power-play goal 44 seconds into the third 
during a 5-on-3 advantage after Sebastian Aho added insult to injury with 
a high-sticking penalty when Carolina was already shorthanded from the 
unsuccessful challenge. 

Brind’Amour was clearly confounded by the call, telling reporters post-
game he was certain the goal would not count. 
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“I would’ve bet my life on that one,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s tough. It’s 
clearly — especially the view that we saw after — it’s in between his 
pads, loose, I’m all good with that, but [DeBrusk] came from the side, 
pushes his pad, squirts the puck out, taps it in.” 

Brind’Amour said it would have been different had the goal-scorer come 
from the front to play the puck. The puck, after all, was loose. The issue 
was how, and from where, DeBrusk made contact.   

“You can’t play the puck when it’s in between his legs from the side and 
knock the goalie sideways,” he said, later adding that the Bruins are “too 
good a team to just give ’em goals.” 

'I would've bet my life on that one' Brind'Amour on failed coach's 
challenge 

BINNINGTON’S BACK IN THE WIN COLUMN 

The Bruins weren’t the only team to go back to their championship roots 
enroute to tying up their series on Sunday afternoon. 

After bolting out of the gates in this Round 1 matchup, the Blues lost 
back-to-back games in lopsided fashion and risked leaving St. Louis on 
the brink of elimination on Sunday. Blues head coach Craig Berube 
switched up his lineup, including making a goalie change, which 
ultimately gave the home team the jolt it needed. 

Binnington, who got his first start of these playoffs after Ville Husso 
started the first three games, saved 28 of 30 shots in the 5-2 win, 
registering his first post-season victory since Game 7 of the 2019 Stanley 
Cup Final. Since that victory, the 28-year-old went 0-for-9 in playoff starts 
over the course of two first-round exits. 

The Blues also saw vintage performances from David Perron — he had 
two goals Sunday, bringing him to four through four games so far — and 
Ryan O’Reilly, whose goal and two assists gave his mom, Bonnie 
O’Reilly, a lot to celebrate during this Mother’s Day matinee. 

The highlight of the night in St. Louis, though (aside from all the Bonnie 
celebration GIFs, of course!) belongs to Jordan Kyrou, whose second 
goal of the night was a beauty: 

Blues' Kyrou pulls off wicked move before sending backhand past Fleury 
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The series now heads back to Minnesota all tied up at 2-2, with Game 5 
set for Tuesday night. 

St. Louis won the game, but lost another defenceman in the process as 
Marco Scandella, who wasn’t 100 per cent heading into this one, played 
just 1:34 on Sunday before being ruled out for the rest of the game. 

This, after the Blues are already without Torey Krug, Nick Leddy, and 
Robert Bortuzzo. Scott Perunovich was inserted back into the lineup, but 
this is still a story to watch as the series goes on. Justin Faulk (31:10) 
and Colton Parayko (30:37) played the bulk of this one, with Berube 
needing some creativity in order to keep the rotations moving. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames looking to get back to their game by cutting down 
on penalties 

 

Eric Francis @EricFrancis May 8, 2022, 6:34 PM 

 

DALLAS – The blood-encrusted cuts atop the knuckles of Matthew 
Tkachuk’s left hand are a reminder of how this series is being led by the 
Dallas Stars. 

No, not because the Stars have beat up on the Flames at all. 

Tkachuk got the edge in his wrestling match with John Klingberg when 
the two dropped gloves to open up Game 3. 

No matter, as the damage was done, both to Tkachuk’s bloodied paw 
and the Flames’ game plan. 

You see, as a 5-on-5 club, there are none better than the Calgary 
Flames. 

With that in mind, it is becoming increasingly clear that part of the Dallas 
Stars’ plan of attack is to keep the parade to the penalty box coming. 

And the Flames are playing right along in a series they now trail 2 games 
to 1. 

How will Flames respond after taking 2-1 series deficit vs. Stars? 

When a gentle Swede like John Klingberg finds himself sitting atop the 
playoff penalty minute race with two of his three career fights adding to 
his 26 minutes thus far, you know it’s by design. 

That was made clear once again 90 seconds into Saturday’s game when 
he targeted Tkachuk. 

“Last game I wasn’t expecting it, but I got chased around the first second 
I got out there so I’m like ‘alright, perfect,’” said Tkachuk, happy to oblige. 

“If they want to play chippy we can play that game. We can play a skill 
game, we can play any type of game. I think our team is better suited for 
5-on-5, but if we do get power plays I love our power play and I’ve loved 
it all year. 

“Whatever comes our way right now there’s a lot of belief in us. 

“The way we play over the course of a seven-game series I can see us 
getting better and being more successful as the series goes along. 
Hopefully, that comes true for us.” 

Indeed, as the Flames’ 41 shots on goal Saturday can attest, they are 
finally starting to get more chances in the NHL’s lowest-scoring series. 

However, until they start to realize that even off-setting penalties are to 
their detriment, the Stars have them right where they want them by 
disrupting the Flames’ ability to roll four lines, and limiting the 5-on-5 play 
the Flames thrive on. 

Only 69.5 per cent of this series has been played at 5-on-5, compared to 
81.3per cent during the regular season. 

“I don’t like the 4-on-4s,” said Sutter. 

“I talked to (series) supervisor (Don Van Massenhoven) yesterday 
morning. I think it’s seven 4-on-4s in the series and that’s really rare. It 
would take you 20 games to get that many in the regular season. 

“They (the officials) can handle those situations better, and both teams 
can handle them better. 

If you’re in there after the whistle, what’s it for? 

“If they want to take two guys you’re just hurting the team. 

“We’re a good team 5-on-5, that’s a fact. We’re as good as there is, so 
you want to be 5-on-5.” 

The Stars outhit the Flames 44-23 Saturday and are happy to engage 
after whistles. 

Jamie Benn takes every opportunity he can to discuss world issues with 
every Flames player during stoppages, as part of the plan. 
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As good as it was in Nashville for the Flames to prove they’ve got one 
another’s back and are as tough an outfit as any in the league, they need 
to stop the silliness. 

The difference Saturday was an early 4-on-4 goal by Radek Faksa and a 
late game-winner by Joe Pavelski on the power play. 

“Special teams beat us there, so we’ve got to find a way to score on the 
power play,” said Johnny Gaudreau, whose club is on an 0-for-11 skid 
with the man advantage since opening the series with a power-play goal. 

“Underdogs all year. No one expected us to be where we’re at right now. 
We’ll just keep that same mindset all year and we’ll be fine.” 

After the loss, Blake Coleman, Trevor Lewis and Sutter all spoke of the 
need to cut down on penalties. 

As good as fights like Tkachuk’s are to hype up the lads and the crowd, 
they play right into the hands of the Stars now. 

Otherwise, despite losing two in a row, the Flames do appear to be 
playing better in a tight-checking matchup. 

“We’re not gripping too tight at all,” said Sutter, whose club has just three 
playoff goals, matching Pavelski’s total alone. 

“Quite honestly, our guys are in a good place. We’re doing a lot of things 
we’ve done all year, we’re just not getting the results. But in a series, 
you’ve got to get results or you run out of real estate. 

“Even (Saturday) night, they score a power-play goal and a 4-on-4 goal 
and that’s the difference. It’s a fine line. 

“Everybody wants to talk then about your goal scorers, and that’s fine. 
But it’s got to be through your lineup. It can’t just be one player.” 

That means specialty teams can’t dominate games anymore, as they 
have around the NHL playoffs where the officiating standard hasn’t 
dipped to allow more infractions like in past playoffs. 

While Flames fans are getting worried they’re watching another playoff 
meltdown, the players are confident they’re putting things in the proper 
perspective. 

“We’ve got to come in here and win one game – a split is a great thing for 
us, get home ice back and that’s all we’ve got to think about,” said 
Tkachuk. 

“We know that this series, ultimately with the way the two teams play, 
with the competitiveness and the similar styles, will probably go the 
distance, if not really close. 

“We’re a very confident team. They’ve won two in a row, we won the first 
one. It’s a series for a reason. 

“I have more than enough belief in this group to know we can come out 
of this.” 
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TSN.CA / You can only hope to contain them': Bolts aim to bottle up 
Matthews, Marner again 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning held optional skates at 
Amalie Arena on Sunday. TSN's Mark Masters has more. 

For the first time in the series, Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner were 
held off the scoresheet at even strength in Game 3. Tampa's shutdown 

line of Brayden Point, Anthony Cirelli and Alex Killorn kept Toronto's 
dynamic duo in check. 

"Point, Cirelli and Killorn neutralized those guys pretty well, but it still 
didn't translate to a win so that's unfortunate," said coach Jon Cooper, 
"but if we can keep doing that it's good for us." 

Easier said than done.  

"What's the line?" Cooper asked rhetorically. "'You can only hope to 
contain them,' and I thought they did a pretty good job of containing 
them." 

Shot attempts favoured the Lightning 13-0 when Point, Cirelli and Killorn 
were on the ice together in five-on-five play during the first two periods on 
Friday, per NaturalStatTrick.   

"They smother you defensively," said Alex Kerfoot, who replaced Michael 
Bunting on the top line in the third period. "Just their energy, they're all 
over you. They got really good sticks and they don't make a lot of 
mistakes. They don't give you anything easy. They make you work for 
everything." 

"They've done a heck of a job," said Lightning forward Corey Perry. 
"They were skating. They were physical. They were hard on the puck and 
they had some chances and eventually those things will start going in for 
us. You can't say enough about what they did the other night and they 
will continue to do that."  

Cooper tweaked his lines in the third period on Friday flipping Killorn and 
Nikita Kucherov, but will be going back to the original look to start Game 
4. 

Johnston on Leafs' top line showing maturity, Lightning's veteran 
approach to Game 4 

Auston Matthews was held off the scoresheet in Game 3 and was up 
against a stingy line with Anthony Cirelli and Brayden Point. TSN Maple 
Leafs reporter Mark Masters and TSN Hockey Insider Chris Johnston 
discuss how Matthews responded to that challenge and how the 
Lightning are approaching Game 4, with a chance to even the series. 

So, how can the Leafs’ top line turn the tide?  

"Part of it is just our team game," noted coach Sheldon Keefe. "If we can 
get some positive momentum flowing as a team then shift over shift 
they're in better spots. You look at the first period and when they had 
really good shifts it was because it was a continuation of a good shift 
prior to them. In the third period they had their best chances, obviously, 
and a lot of that came from pace coming out of our end and [good] break 
outs. So, a lot of it is tied into what we need to do better as a team." 

The line juggling seemed to help and Kerfoot will remain in that top-line 
spot on Sunday.  

"I'm sure the more I play with them the more comfortable I'll get," said 
Kerfoot, who also lined up beside Matthews and Marner in Game 1 when 
Bunting was sidelined. "My job is just to get in on the forecheck and win 
pucks back, get it to them in good spots and, whenever I get the puck 
make a good play with it, and also free up a little space so they can get 
moving." 

Kerfoot has become the ultimate utility forward for the Leafs.  

"He's always been that guy for us that's stepped up whenever we needed 
it," Keefe said. "You look at last year's playoffs, John [Tavares] gets 
injured and he steps up and plays in the middle and does a terrific job for 
us there."  

'They smother you': Matthews line aims to bounce back v Cirelli, Point 

Auston Matthews is well aware of the challenge that comes with going up 
against the opposing line of Anthony Cirelli and Brayden Point. The 
smothering nature of Tampa's line did a good job of limiting time and 
space for Toronto's top line in Game 3 but Matthews says sticking with 
the game plan and playing with confidence will serve them well. 
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--- 

Bunting sustained an undisclosed injury on April 23 in Florida and missed 
the final three games of the regular season.  

"My injury didn't come at the greatest time," the Scarborough, Ont. native 
said. "I felt like I was on my game right before I got hurt. It's just an 
adjustment time and I have to get back to my game and get back to what 
was bringing me success throughout the whole year. I haven't gotten to 
that yet so far, but today's a new day and I'm looking forward to tonight's 
game." 

What's his game?  

"Being quicker," he explained, "having confidence with the puck and 
making plays. That's what I've done all season is make those plays and 
produce and get in on forecheck, retrieve pucks and create space for my 
linemates." 

Bunting will slot in beside Colin Blackwell and Jason Spezza on the 
fourth line.  

This is Bunting's first Stanley Cup playoff series.   

"It's a lot of fun," the 26-year-old rookie said. "It's intense. It's fast hockey 
and it's rough. It's kind of right up my alley so I've been enjoying it." 

Bunting, who led Toronto in drawn penalties this season, should see a lot 
of Perry and Tampa's fourth line on Sunday. So, the probability of some 
bad blood bubbling to the surface is high, which may help Bunting.  

"It's fun playing on the road and to be the bad guy in the rink," Bunting 
said with a smile. "You got to find energy anywhere you can in the 
playoffs and build off that." 

--- 

Perry has been an expert agitator throughout his career. The 36-year-old 
is always looking to stir the pot, including in warm-ups. Perry has been 
shooting a puck in the Leafs net before leaving the ice during the pre-
game skate.  

Why?  

"No idea what you're talking about," a deadpan Perry said.  

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 4, 2022 

Bunting draws energy from villain role; Perry mum on warm-up goals 

Michael Bunting has earned a reputation of being somewhat of an 
agitator, which makes him a target for opposing fans, but the energy he 
gets from the boos of the crowd makes it fun for the Leafs forward. 
Meanwhile, Corey Perry is no stranger to playing outside the lines but he 
was short when asked why he shot a puck into Toronto's net during 
warm-ups. 

--- 

The Lightning have more power-play goals (four) than even-strength 
goals (three) in the series so far.  

Nikita Kucherov has a goal and an assist in five-on-four play and could 
have more. He fired a beauty seam pass to Steven Stamkos in the third 
period on Friday, but Jack Campbell made an excellent save on the one-
time shot.  

What's it like defending Kucherov when he gets the puck on the flank?  

"It's as tough as it gets," said Kerfoot. "I don't know how to put it, but he's 
good at deceiving ... whether he's shooting it, passing it backdoor, finding 
Point in the middle, it all kind of looks the same. He has the same motion 
when he gets the puck from [Victor] Hedman there. As the opposing 
penalty kill it's hard to read that. You try to take away his options as best 
you can, but he has lots of options around him." 

Kucherov racked up 30 power-play points in just 47 games in the regular 
season.  

"That's kind of his bread and butter," noted defenceman Zach Bogosian. 
"Once he gets in that area of the ice he doesn't even need time and 
space, he still makes plays. It's pretty impressive to watch how calm he is 
and how he can make those plays look so easy. It just opens up so many 
different things." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Defending Kucherov on half-wall is 'as tough as it gets' 

The Lightning's offence has been more potent on the power play thus far 
in their series against the Maple Leafs and trying to handle Nikita 
Kucherov with the man advantage will be a point of emphasis for Toronto 
in Game 4. TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters has more. 

--- 

Projected Game 4 lineup for the Leafs:  

Kerfoot - Matthews - Marner  

Nylander - Tavares - Kase  

Mikheyev - Kampf - Engvall  

Bunting - Blackwell - Spezza  

Rielly - Lyubushkin  

Muzzin - Brodie  

Giordano - Holl 

Campbell starts  

Projected Game 4 lineup for the Lightning:  

Palat - Stamkos - Kucherov 

Killorn - Cirelli - Point 

Hagel - Paul - Colton 

Maroon - Bellemare - Perry 

Hedman - Cernak 

McDonagh - Bogosian 

Sergachev - Foote 

Vasilevskiy starts 
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'He has the most respect of any player I’ve ever played with,' Patrice 
Bergeron's performance at the heart of why Bruins triumphed in Game 4 

 

BOSTON — Patrice Bergeron is guaranteed at least one more game on 
TD Garden ice.  

Since the Boston Bruins posted an impressive 5-2 victory over the 
Carolina Hurricanes Sunday afternoon at TD Garden, the first-round 
Stanley Cup playoff series is tied at two games apiece. Game 5 will be 
played Tuesday in Raleigh, with Game 6 Thursday back in Boston. 

Bergeron’s contract expires at the end of this season, and the 36-year-
old captain hasn’t made a decision about his future. He maintains he’s 
focused on the present. The hope is he returns for a 19th season, but 
some believe he could retire and focus more on his family.  

In fact, his three children, Zach, Victoria and Noah, joined Bergeron 
during his postgame press conference Sunday. Bruins fans don’t want to 
think of the idea that this season could be it for Bergeron’s career, and 
he’s not thinking that far ahead either, at least not publicly. 
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“I’m not thinking about that,” he said. “I think I’ve done a good job of 
doing that all year and it was no different this afternoon. It was a great 
afternoon game, kids can be here and I enjoyed that. I was looking 
forward to the game, excited and Happy Mother’s Day to all the mothers 
out there.” 

Bruins center Patrice Bergeron, left, celebrates his goal with defenseman 
Mike Reilly during the first period. 

There are a lot of hard minutes on his body, and even though he’s 
continually plays through aches and pains, it never shows on the ice. 

In Game 4 Sunday, Bergeron had a goal and two assists. He was 19-for-
27 (70 percent) on faceoffs. He posted a plus-3 rating and logged nearly 
20 minutes of ice time. When asked if the team played with a little more 
motivation to make sure Bergeron played another game in this building, 
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy explained it best. 

“We’ve talked about Bergy a lot around here,” Cassidy said. “We know 
what he means to the team, and what he brings. He’s a high-intellect 
player. Every area tonight – faceoff circle had a monster night against a 
real good team. He’s got the ‘C’ on his sweater for a reason. We don’t 
win very many nights without him being who he is and he’s been 
excellent the whole series. He’s the oldest guy on our team, but some 
days he looks like the youngest.” 

His No. 37 will one day hang from the Garden rafters along with all the 
other retired numbers in Boston. He also has a spot in the Hockey Hall of 
Fame waiting for him in Toronto. 

No one wants to imagine when all those post-career accolades will occur. 
Bergeron helped guide the Bruins to a Stanley Cup victory in 2011, and 
twice as the runner-up in 2013 and 2019, and many would like to see him 
win it one more time before he hangs it up. 

Bruins left wing Brad Marchand reacts after scoring a goal during the 
third period in Sunday's game. 

Brad Marchand, who scored two goals and added three assists for five 
points in Sunday’s victory, said it’s all about the task at hand, and nothing 
to do with the future of his close friend and teammate. 

“It’s not something we really talk about, or have talked about,” admitted 
Marchand. “All we’re talking about is the current day that we’re in. This 
game is over and now it’s about tomorrow ... whatever happens down the 
road, happens down the road. That’s how we’re looking at it.” 

There are countless examples during Bergeron’s career of him being a 
true team player. He added to his heroics again Sunday. 

In the waning minutes of the second period, the Bruins were on the 
power play when he took a high stick to the face. His left eye was 
bleeding pretty bad, which drew a double-minor penalty, and he quickly 
made his way to the bench. A trainer tended to the captain, and he 
attempted to stay on the ice to help the Bruins for an important two-man 
advantage. 

However, because the referee blew the whistle to stop play, the official 
signaled to Bergeron to go to the locker room for repairs. 

Fortunately for the Bruins the period ended, which allowed time for 
Bergeron to receive medical attention, a few stitches and he returned for 
the third period. He admitted after the game his vision was blurry 
because there was blood in the eye, and it took him a few seconds to 
realize it wasn’t as bad as he thought. 

Bruins right wing David Pastrnak reacts after scoring a goal during the 
third period. 

The things Bergeron will do to stay in the game never surprise Marchand. 
Case in point: During the 2013 Stanley Cup Final against the Chicago 
Blackhawks, Bergeron played with a collapsed lung, broken ribs, torn rib 
cartilage and a separated shoulder. So, a deep cut next to his eye was 
nothing. 

“That’s the least of what Bergy’s played through,” Marchand said. 
“There’s not a whole lot that will keep him down. He has the most respect 
of any player I’ve ever played with from our group, but what he’s willing to 
put his body through, and play through is incredible. That’s why he’s our 
captain, our leader, and it’s something we feed off of.” 

The Bruins, and their fans, did Sunday and now Bergeron will play at 
least one more game at TD Garden this week. Hopefully all this 
retirement talk is premature and No. 37 graces all of us with his presence 
for a little longer. 

Contact Joe McDonald at JMcDonald2@gannett.com. Follow him on 
Twitter @JoeyMacHockey 
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Fluto Shinzawa  

 

By Sunday’s third period, the TD Garden crowd booed Tony DeAngelo 
every time he touched the puck. They had reason to be angry with the 
Carolina defenseman. 

For starters, DeAngelo engaged with Brad Marchand, the Bruins’ most 
important player. 

“These are the most fun games to play in, when there’s high emotion, 
high intensity and there’s so much riding on the line,” said Marchand (two 
goals, three assists). “If you can’t play in these games, what are you 
playing for? This is what we love and always loved. There’s no better 
time to be at home than a game like this when the stakes are high. It’s 
not just your dreams. It’s your whole team, the organization, the whole 
city that you see come out in these situations.” 

At the end of the first period, Jordan Staal, Jaccob Slavin and Teuvo 
Teravainen confronted Marchand behind the Carolina net. As Marchand 
skated away, encouraged by referee Chris Lee and linesman David 
Brisebois, DeAngelo skated toward his opponent and began to chirp. 

In 2013-14, while playing for the Sarnia Sting, DeAngelo was suspended 
by the OHL for using homophobic, racist and sexist language. Based on 
video, it appeared Marchand was reminding DeAngelo of his suspension. 

Sure seems like it: pic.twitter.com/Vk0MhtnJZy https://t.co/08DFoUdRse 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 8, 2022 

DeAngelo responded by gesturing to his own nose and pulling it toward 
the ice. Players around the league have regularly noted the size of 
Marchand’s nose. 

Marchand brushed off the incident after the Bruins’ 5-2 Game 4 win.  

“It wasn’t much of an exchange,” said Marchand. “I didn’t even know he 
was around. Kind of came out of nowhere. There wasn’t really much of 
one. Just saying hi. How’s your Mother’s Day?” 

It wasn’t the only time DeAngelo caught the Bruins’ attention. At 10:00 of 
the third period, with the Bruins leading 4-2, Curtis Lazar entered the 
Carolina zone. DeAngelo greeted Lazar with a cross-check to the head. 
After the cross-check, players from both teams came together in a 
scrum. DeAngelo and Connor Clifton had the most to say to each other. 

As DeAngelo skated to the penalty box, he gestured to Clifton across the 
ice. Clifton, who was standing in front of the Bruins’ bench, raised his 
hands as if to invite a challenge.  

Late in the third, the Hurricanes pulled Antti Raanta for an extra skater. 
Marchand gained control of the puck and attacked the empty net. As 
Marchand shot the puck, a backtracking DeAngelo flung his stick to try to 
keep the shot from going in. 
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DeAngelo was unsuccessful. 

Brad Marchand scores an empty-netter and Tony DeAngelo throws his 
stick at him: pic.twitter.com/dvr3QziLmu 

— Evan Marinofsky (@EvanMarinofsky) May 8, 2022 

“You’ve got, now, some animosity,” said coach Bruce Cassidy of 
Marchand’s feistiness. “We’re in Game 3 or 4. There’s some chirping 
going on now too. That can elevate his game as well. So you’ve got a lot 
of that rolled into it. It’s bright-lights time. I think Marshy’s always been 
pretty good with that.” 

(Photo of Tony DeAngelo and Curtis Lazar: Steven Senne / AP Photo) 
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