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‘Loudest house in the NHL’ does its part to help Hurricanes batter Bruins in Game 5 

By Jonas Pope IV 

Five minutes before the puck dropped, Carolina Hurricanes 
fans on the concourse at PNC Arena were picking up the 
pace. 

Game 5 of the first round of the team’s Stanley Cup playoff 
series against the Boston Bruins was about to start, and the 
building was buzzing. 

Hundreds of people decked out in Hurricanes’ gear waited in 
lines to get food or a cold beverage, but there was a sense of 
urgency: Carolina was hitting the ice soon, and the fans 
wanted to be in their seats to do their part. 

PNC Arena has been dubbed the ‘loudest house in the NHL,’ 
and the fans take their roles very seriously. The 19,000 or so 
Caniacs don’t touch the ice, but they contribute to making life 
miserable for opposing teams. 

“The guys on the ice can’t hear you,” Carolina Hurricanes fan 
Elias Ballew said Tuesday night. “But collectively, we’re all 
one voice screaming for the one purpose, and that’s to win.” 

After Tuesday night’s 5-1, Game 5 win over the Bruins, the 
Canes are 3-0 at home this postseason. The Hurricanes 
have won 32 games at PNC this year, and now have a 3-2 
series lead over Boston. 

A lot of credit goes to the ‘Caniacs.’ 

“This place was electric,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the win. “I know every fan base, the coaches and 
players, are going to say that, but when we score a goal, I 
get excited. I wish I was playing. Because you can’t beat that 
feeling. You pump one in and the crowd goes crazy like that, 
it’s very special.” 

The build up 

The noise was building with each passing moment, like a 
wave in the ocean, gaining strength and momentum as it 
inches closer to the shore. 

Two minutes before puck drop, Stormy, the Hurricanes’ 
mascot, hit the ice. More fans were in their seats. The 
Carolina Hurricanes pregame hype video started at exactly 
6:58 p.m., and the decibel reading in the building reached 
95.5 — about the same as a subway train at 200 feet, a 
jackhammer at 50 feet, or a hand drill. 

The first-time public address announcer Wade Minter 
mentioned the Hurricanes, the decibel reading jumped to 
101.1 — about the same as a motorcycle. Then, a lull — a 
series recap video calms the crowd, if only briefly. The calm 
before the storm. 

A video on the arena’s big screen shows a camera panning 
the hallway near the locker room, and the words “They can 
hear you” flashed on the screen. 

The crowd lost it. The new decibel reading? 105.1 — a 
shade above a chainsaw, and a shade below a rock concert. 
Garner native and country music recording artist Scotty 
McCreery, winner of American Idol’s tenth season, sounded 
a crank siren, and the roof felt like it was going to blow off the 
23-year-old building. 

By the time the starters were announced, everyone was 
standing. The sound level hit 108 decibels — there’s that 
rock concert level again — after the national anthem. 

‘Like nothing else I’ve ever heard’ 

Minter now calls the game from press row, located on the 
fifth floor at PNC Arena, wedged between the top row of 
seats and the coaching and broadcast boxes adjacent to the 
rafters. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, he was at ice level. 

“It’s like nothing else I’ve ever heard,” Minter said. “When I 
was down in the box during those playoff runs, you could feel 
the glass just vibrating from the sound. You can feel just the 
air and the sound moving around your face and it is just the 
loudest thing I think I’ve ever heard.” 

Years ago, when the Hurricanes first dubbed PNC the 
loudest building in professional hockey, the decibel reading 
on the ice was near 130 — equivalent to a jet taking off from 
an aircraft carrier. 

Through the years, Minter has noticed how difficult that 
makes it for opposing teams. 

“You see it all the time, guys trying to talk to each other 
about where they’re going to position themselves on a face 
off,” Minter said. “And you can see them getting frustrated 
because they can’t communicate with their teammates about 
what they want to do. They have to kind of resort to just 
pointing and hoping that their teammates figure out what 
they need out of them.” 

Sometimes, Minter said, coaches call timeouts, and it’s 
pointless. Players can’t hear a coach standing inches away 
from them and have a “blank face” because they can’t hear a 
thing. 

“It’s very loud in here,” Bruins forward Taylor Hall said earlier 
this week. “The acoustics, I think, they pronounce that even 
more.” 

Chris Greenley, senior director of in-game marketing for the 
Canes, pointed out that the lower bowl at PNC Arena holds 
more fans than most hockey arenas. 

“The percentage of fans down in that space,” Greenley said, 
“I think it really makes an impact on how loud it can get.” 

Scoring adds even more noise 

On the first goal of the game Tuesday night, a point shot 
from Jaccob Slavin, the decibel meter jumped to 108. It 
bounced between 107-108 on the second goal, this one from 
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Tony DeAngelo. On the third goal, credited to Seth Jarvis, 
the building was bouncing as the meter hit 111.1 — an auto 
horn at 3 feet. 

“The first goal of the game, in front of the home crowd, it 
started roaring,” DeAngelo said after the game. “Then you 
get a power play and now it’s (2-0) and momentum plays on 
your side.” 

During the first-round series with the Bruins, Carolina 
dropped two games on the road in Boston after taking the 
first two at home, evening the series at 2-2. 

DeAngelo appreciated the assist. 

“You’ve got to remember, Game 1 was my first playoff game 
with fans,” DeAngelo said. “When I’ve been to playoff games 
as a kid, I grew up going to Philly games and stuff, which is a 
crazy crowd. Our crowd is the loudest that I’ve played in front 
of, been in front of, and it can make a big difference for us.” 

‘You can feel it in your chest’ 

Ballew was asked if he could properly quantify what it feels 
like when PNC gets rocking. 

The N.C. State graduate has attended packed basketball 
games at PNC, and playoff hockey. There’s no comparison 
between the two. 

“Nothing compares to playoff hockey,” Ballew said. “When 
you scream and stand up, you can feel it in your chest. If you 
stand up too quickly you’ll pass out.” 

Some fans do prepare themselves, either with over-the-ear 
headphones or earplugs. Most, though, soak it all in for all 
three periods. Greenley said some of that starts even hours 
before the puck drops, that “southern tailgate culture,” he 
joked. 

“People are ready to go for our games,” Greenley said. “And 
it’s noticeable around the league that it’s very loud. The team 
feeds off that energy.” 

And they’ll do that at least one more time this season — 
either in Game 7 of this first-round series against Boston on 
Saturday night, or, they hope, in Game 1 of the second 
round sometime early next week. 

Minter said he’s visited nine or 10 arenas across the NHL, 
and nothing compares to PNC. 

“There’s something about PNC Arena,” Minter said. “There’s 
something specifically about PNC Arena during the playoffs 
where people push it up that extra notch, and it’s a sight to 
experience.” 
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For different reasons, DeAngelo, Jarvis answer call in complete Canes win over Bruins 

By Luke Decock 

Everyone had to answer for something after what happened 
in Boston. No one more than Tony DeAngelo. No one less 
than Seth Jarvis. 

And as the Carolina Hurricanes rebounded from their two-
game Hub horror show, redemption in hand and a chance to 
advance at hand, those two were out ahead of everyone 
else. 

DeAngelo ran the play instead of his mouth. Jarvis, who had 
every excuse to protect himself, sacrificed his body instead. 
They were far from alone as the Hurricanes played their 
most complete game of the series in a 5-1 win over the 
Boston Bruins, but those most felt the glare of the spotlight, 
and earned the most acclaim, for drastically different 
reasons. 

There were surely others, from Antti Raanta’s flurry of first 
period saves that staved off early catastrophe to yet another 
defensive master class from Jaccob Slavin to contributions, 
without scoring, from players as varied as Andrei Svechnikov 
and Max Domi. The Hurricanes won the matchups they had 
to win, starting with Jordan Staal against Patrice Bergeron, 
and on down the list. 

But DeAngelo and Jarvis were different, and very much at 
the opposite ends of the spectrum. DeAngelo lost his cool at 
the end of Game 4, the personal representation of a team 
that lost its way, but he couldn’t have been cooler Tuesday, 
flipping the puck against the grain to Slavin for the 
Hurricanes’ opener, firing a power-play blast in the top corner 
of the net for their second. 

He didn’t need to say a word to Brad Marchand or any of the 
other Bruins this time. Three points said it all. 

“You guys are trying to stir it up more than me,” DeAngelo 
said. “I’m not really worried about it.” 

Said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “We have lots of 
conversations.” 

And Jarvis admitted he was still ailing Tuesday morning after 
taking a Brendan Smith shot in the spot where he’d probably 
least enjoy it, but that didn’t stop him from spending as much 
time getting knocked down around the net as any of his 

teammates, even scoring while prone, swiping at a loose 
puck after getting tackled that bounced off a Boston skate 
and fluttered over Jeremy Swayman like pollen wafting in the 
breeze. 

“A lot of things had to go perfect for that to even happen,” 
Jarvis said. 

But he was right at the net again for his second goal, 
ushering a shot that got through Swayman over the line. 
There’s a fearlessness to his game that belies his 20 years, 
and it’s the kind of thing that, to say the least, earns the 
respect of one’s teammates. Especially goalies who are used 
to taking pucks in unprotected areas. 

“That’s why he scored those goals, going to the net and 
getting to those dirty areas, and you know, sometimes you 
might get hit with the puck,” Raanta said. “It’s nice that 
players know how it feels to get hit with shots not in the 
perfect spot. That’s what it takes sometimes. You might get 
hit with the puck in an area you really don’t want to. It’s been 
amazing to watch this season. He’s growing pretty much 
every day.” 

Not even the miraculous exit of Boston defenseman Charlie 
McAvoy from COVID-19 protocol — praise be, some 
beatified bishop is now one step closer to canonization — 
could help Boston keep up. The Bruins’ doctors may be in 
line for a Nobel Prize after figuring out how to instantly 
neutralize the coronavirus, but the Hurricanes have figured 
out how to neutralize the Bruins. In Raleigh, at least — and 
in a series where matchups have been the ultimate wild card, 
they’ve got to figure out how to do it on the road. 

But they have the Bruins on the ropes now, and while the 
Hurricanes continue to dominate play five-on-five, all the 
other elements of their game were in place Tuesday. After 
saying they needed to stay out of the penalty box in Game 4, 
they actually did in Game 5. The Hurricanes just need to 
make a copy of this one and use it again. 

DeAngelo spoke loudly but said nothing. Jarvis played 
through the pain, fearlessly, and asked for more. This hasn’t 
been an easy series for the Hurricanes, for the two of them 
least of all, but the conclusion lies within reach, if the 
Hurricanes can take this particular show on the road. 
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Quietly, Hurricanes goalie was the first star in Game 5. Can he do it again in Game 6? 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour couldn’t have 
scripted it much better. 

The Hurricanes beat the Boston Bruins 5-1 at PNC Arena in 
Game 5 of their first-round playoff series. The Canes scored 
the first goal Tuesday, never trailed, looked to be the quicker, 
hungrier team and skated off after their third Storm Surge 
celebration — Vincent Trocheck jumping into the arms of 
Jaccob Slavin on the way off — with a 3-2 lead in the series. 

Much of the postgame talk centered on rookie Seth Jarvis 
and his seat-of-the-pants goal, the way Tony DeAngelo kept 
his cool, the Canes scoring on the power play, the way the 
Jordan Staal line neutralized the Patrice Bergeron line, and 
the noise level of the overflow crowd. 

“It was electric,” said Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, whose 
only disappointment this night apparently was his tie choice 
— a patchwork paisley — that was not universally received 
by the team. 

And then there was Antti Raanta, who happened to be 
named the game’s first star. That also gave the Canes 
something good to talk about. 

“He was awesome, again,” Jarvis said. 

Had the Bruins’ Brad Marchand knocked in a quick 
backhander early in the game to tie the score, it might have 
been different. It might have been the lift the Bruins needed, 
something to quiet that crowd. 

But Raanta gloved the Marchand shot. He stopped 
everything until midway through the third period, when Bruins 
defenseman Connor Clifton skated in unchecked on the right 
wing to score. 

“He was really good,” DeAngelo said. “He made that save on 
Marchand in the first period. I thought that was a huge save 
for the momentum of the team. 

“Raants has been really good. Sharp, makes a lot of saves, 
not many rebounds at all. Huge for us.” 

By game’s end, Raanta had 33 saves, 14 in the final period 
as the Bruins tried to muster a late push. His poised, efficient 
play in net also gives the Canes the hope of being able to 
end the series Thursday in Game 6 in Boston. 

Brind’Amour sure would like to script it that way. Goaltending 
has been an ongoing issue for the Canes since Frederik 
Andersen left the April 16 game at Colorado with a lower-

body injury. With their top goalie out and his return uncertain, 
the Canes recalled Pyotr Kochetkov from the Chicago 
Wolves of the AHL to be Raanta’s backup. 

Kochetkov was needed immediately when Raanta had to 
leave a regular-season game against the New York 
Islanders. Then came the playoffs, and after winning Game 1 
with 35 saves in his first career playoff start, Raanta had his 
Game 2 run-in with Boston’s David Pastrnak. 

Suddenly, Raanta was out. It was Kochetkov’s net and again 
in Game 3, the first in Boston and a first playoff start for the 
rookie from Russia. It also was the Bruins’ first win in the 
series. 

Raanta was back for Game 4 and the loser in a penalty-filled 
game. But he now has the chance to go back to TD Garden, 
play well, atone for that defeat and get the Hurricanes on to 
the next round. 

“Since the last game you kind of start to prepare yourself for 
today’s game … and it’s all about just going out there and 
battling,” Raanta said. “You try to be sharp with your 
movements, try to get into places and be in a good balance 
when the shot is coming and then follow the rebounds. I think 
that’s kind of how the game went today. 

“The first period there was a couple of rebounds and I think 
as the game went on it started to get better controlling 
(rebounds). But the whole team played great in front of me 
and they made my job a little easier.” 

Staal’s line did. Boston coach Bruce Cassidy put the so-
called “Perfection Line” back together, Pastrnak rejoining 
Bergeron and Marchand in the two games at TD Garden, 
and it combined for 10 points Sunday in the 5-1 Boston win. 

The Bergeron line had 14 shots Tuesday and produced its 
share of scoring chances, but was held without a point. 
Cassidy replaced Pastrnak with Jake DeBrusk in the third. 

“Obviously ‘Jordo’s’ line has been really good,” Raanta said. 
“The whole year they’ve been playing together. Usually when 
they’re on the ice the puck is in the other end, and they are 
really good at coming back on defense and you don’t see 
any odd-man rushes when they’re on the ice. 

“Obviously it’s big when you can put them against those, but 
still it’s the playoffs. Everybody has to take that one step and 
play whoever comes against you.” 

That includes the goalie, who came up big Tuesday, and 
wants to do it again. 
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Hurricanes dominate Bruins in Game 5, take 3-2 playoff series lead back to Boston 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still unbeaten at home. 

The Canes also are one victory away from winning their first-
round Stanley Cup playoff series with the Boston Bruins. 

After two losses in Boston, the Hurricanes rebounded 
Tuesday with a 5-1 win over the Bruins in Game 5 before a 
thunderous crowd of 19,163 at PNC Arena, seizing a 3-2 
lead in the best-of-seven series. 

It was a big night for a veteran goalie, the Canes’ Antti 
Raanta, and a rookie forward, Seth Jarvis. Raanta had 33 
saves and Jarvis scored twice for Carolina, which will seek to 
end the series Thursday in Game 6 in Boston. 

Tony DeAngelo and Trocheck each had a goal and two 
assists, and Teuvo Teravainen three assists for the Canes. 

It all fell into place for the Canes. They scored first, on a goal 
by defenseman Jaccob Slavin a little more than six minutes 
into the game. They scored on their first power play, 
DeAngelo unloading a big shot from the point in the period, 
then throwing up a defiant upper-cut with his right arm as the 
crowd roared. 

Earlier Tuesday, Jarvis told the media he was having a 
“blast” in his first playoffs, and that continued in Game 5. His 
first goal came while he was down on the ice and seemingly 
out of the play, and the second with a nifty play off a rebound 
on a power play. 

The Canes did not have a first-period penalty. They had one 
in second – a high-sticking call that Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour did not like – and killed that one off. They had 
another early in the third and then later in the third, and killed 
both off. 

The discipline, missing in Boston, was back in Game 5 for 
Carolina. The precision in the Canes’ play was back. 

Raanta, starting a second straight game, made an early stop 
on a Brad Marchand backhander in close and took it from 
there. He faced eight shots in the first period and 11 in the 

second as the Canes were quick to pucks in their defensive 
zone and had some strong forechecking shifts in the Bruins 
zone. 

Boston’s goal came midway through the third when 
defenseman Connor Clifton joined the rush and skated in on 
Raanta. 

With the last change at home, Brind’Amour again was able to 
use the Jordan Staal line to neutralize the Patrice Bergeron 
line, which combined for 10 points Sunday in the Bruins’ 5-2 
win and had 16 points in Boston’s two wins at TD Garden. 

By the third period, Boston coach Bruce Cassidy had broken 
up the line, replacing David Pastrnak with Jake DeBrusk. 

The Bruins got a boost when defenseman Charlie McAvoy 
was given clearance to leave COVID-19 protocol and return 
to the lineup. McAvoy was ruled out of Game 4 on Sunday 
and it was believed he would be out for Games 5, but he was 
cleared and flown into Raleigh. 

But this was a night that the Canes did nearly everything 
right, in all three zones. They also got a nice break on their 
third goal, 

After the high-sticking call on Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the Canes’ 
Sebastian Aho forced a turnover that McAvoy compounded 
by taking an interference penalty. Carolina did not not 
officially score on the ensuing power play but ended up with 
a 3-0 lead seconds later. 

Aho’s shot from the top of the slot hit Swayman in the chest 
as Jarvis went to the net, falling as he was sandwiched 
between defenseman Brandon Carlo and DeBrusk. The puck 
hit Jarvis, who took a swipe at it. Carlo tried to clear, only to 
have the puck hit DeBrusk and flip over Swayman’s head 
and into the net. 

Jarvis’ second goal came off the rebound of a shot by 
Vincent Trocheck, who would end the scoring for the Canes 
with an empty-net goal. 

It was that kind of night for the Canes — and the Bruins. 
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Tony DeAngelo doubles down and the Hurricanes take a 3-2 lead: Vibe check 

By Sara Civian 

Given a night to sleep on it, Hurricanes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo didn’t back off the emotion he displayed during the 
series-evening loss to the Bruins in Game 4. He doubled 
down on it. 

“We’re trying to win a series here,” DeAngelo said after 
practice Monday. “If you don’t have any fire, you’re not going 
to win. So I’m going to keep doing what I’m doing. I’m not 
concerned about what anybody thinks.” 

The fire in question included a stick flung in the direction of 
Brad Marchand on Sunday as the Bruins forward flung a 
puck into an empty net in a 5-2 Boston win. 

“It was going to be a goal anyway,” DeAngelo said. “It 
counts. If it knocks off his stick, it’s going to count as a goal 
anyway, so would you rather see it go in the net or go wide?” 

If we’re being honest, that explanation might suffice for a 
player with a better track record in the “handling emotions” 
department. I wonder how much energy people would be 
spending on the antics of Marchand and DeAngelo in this 
first-round series if anyone else were involved. 

The first problem is it’s not anyone else. It’s DeAngelo. No 
one is going to give him the benefit of the doubt. We’ve seen 
the negative impact he can have when he boils over, off the 
ice and on it: 

The second problem: It’s DeAngelo. He is the Canes’ 
highest-scoring defenseman and their power-play ace. He 
can’t be a nonfactor if the Canes seek a long playoff run, and 
he especially can’t be more damaging than a nonfactor. 

This is why a strong Game 5 outing was crucial after what 
happened Sunday and Monday. And you could forgive those 
who looked at his track record and had some doubts. 

But DeAngelo signed a one-year, $1 million contract with the 
Canes on a mission to prove he’s changed, or at least that 
he can keep his head down and stay out of trouble. Many 
looked to Jack Adams winner Rod Brind’Amour as the 
perfect guy to help. 

What has Brind’Amour’s philosophy been as far as getting 
the best out of DeAngelo? Did he tell him to cool down after 
the stick-flinging incident, or did he tell him to let the emotion 
rip? 

“Well, we’ve had lots of conversations,” Brind’Amour said, 
coyly. 

Whatever the coach has said along the way, the result on the 
ice is undeniable — and was again when it needed to be 
Tuesday. DeAngelo notched a playmaking assist on the 
Canes’ first goal, then scored his own goal to break a 10-
attempt power-play drought. He became the first 

defenseman in Hurricanes-Whalers franchise history with 
multiple three-point outings in a single postseason. 

So, Brind’Amour must’ve told him to let it rip? 

“Especially bar down,” the coach said, laughing. 

“You guys were trying to stir this up a little,” DeAngelo said. 
“I’m not really worried about it. I think the Boston media 
might be a little angry tonight, but that’s OK.” 

And what did he want to tell those who doubted he’d follow 
up the flung stick with a three-point performance? 

“I’d say you were wrong,” he started. 

“We know how we have to play,” he continued. “Everyone’s 
probably told you the same thing 50 times in a row now: 
Penalties got us out of our game last game. When you take 
nine penalties, you aren’t gonna have success. We came 
back tonight. Even the penalties we took could’ve gone 
either way. When we’re on our game five-on-five, we’re very 
confident that we were going to come out on top. We were all 
over the puck tonight. (Antti) Raanta was fantastic, too. 
Whoever wins the special teams battle is usually going to win 
the game. That’s how it’s going all through the playoffs, not 
just our team. So it happens again tonight.” 

The Canes won 5-1, and they now own a 3-2 series lead 
over the Bruins. 

On the way, they took only three penalties, they capitalized 
on the power play twice, and zero sticks were flung. 

Vibe check 

• Things could’ve gone only really well or really poorly with 
how chill the pregame vibes were. First, you had 
Brind’Amour making exactly zero tweaks to the lineup after a 
loss and talk that he was being outcoached. Then there was 
Sebastian Aho’s take on the locker room feeling: “Great, 
great. The boys are excited.” Aho bounced back after two 
scoreless games with two assists and four shots on goal. 

• Seth Jarvis followed up his Game 1 heroics with a two-goal 
outing. “One for each of them,” many of you joked in my 
Twitter mentions, referencing his “lower-body” injury. “I don’t 
even know how to describe that pain. I don’t really know 
what to say. It sucked,” he said. “I’ve never experienced that, 
and I hope I never experience that again. I don’t know how 
much detail I want to go in. Whenever I can wear 
compression pants, it’s fine. Any other time of the day, 
everything hurts.” I guess the only time of the day that really 
matters at the moment is puck drop, and clearly it hasn’t 
been an issue. Are the Game 5 compression pants now 
good luck? 

• Antti Raanta was great, stopping 34 of 35 shots, including 
10 high-danger chances at even strength. We use “high 
danger” loosely when it comes to this stat, but some of those 
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looks were actually pretty dangerous, especially this one by 
Marchand with about 13 minutes left in the first. 

• It’s a cliche we often spout at this time of year, but it is 
remarkable how much of an impact special teams have had 
on this series. If you blank the other team on the power play, 
you win the game — with the exception of Game 2, when the 
Canes allowed one short-handed goal. On the flip side, if you 
score on your own power play, you win. The Hurricanes have 

scored first in every game, and that equally spouted cliche 
has mattered far less. “The playoffs, you traditionally think of 
the power play not being as important,” Brind’Amour said. 
“You would have one or two a game. But now we’re seeing 
who knows how many you could get. It’s so important. We’ve 
beat this to death. It was nice that we only had to kill a 
couple. It only ended up being three. Still three too many, but 
it was nice that the power play got going a little bit. That was 
a big part of the game.” 
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Discipline and determination: Hurricanes shake off struggles to beat Boston in Game 5 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Tony DeAngelo exited Sunday’s Game 4 of the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ first round series facing questions about 
whether or not he could keep his cool against Brad 
Marchand and the pesky Bruins. 

Seth Jarvis returned to Raleigh nursing a below-the-belt 
injury — one caused by friendly fire from teammate Brendan 
Smith — that he said still had him in a lot of pain. 

Both eased any doubts about whether or not they were ready 
for Game 5. 

Jarvis became the fourth Hurricanes rookie in team history to 
score twice in a playoff game and DeAngelo had a goal and 
two assists as Carolina pushed Boston to the brink of 
elimination with a 5-1 win Tuesday in front of a standing-
room-only crowd of 19,163 at PNC Arena. 

“When we’re on our game 5-on-5, we’re very confident that 
we’re going to come out on top,” DeAngelo said. 

The Hurricanes used dominant even-strength play, a 
rejuvenated power play and some luck to take a 3-2 lead in 
the series. 

Jarvis’ first goal epitomized the cliche of “getting the 
bounces.” 

With Carolina already up 2-0 and in the waning seconds of a 
power play, Sebastian Aho spun and shot from the high slot. 
Jarvis was knocked to the ice but both he and Boston 
defenseman Brandon Carlo swung at the loose puck, which 
hit Jake DeBrusk’s left skate then right skate and fluttered 
past Jeremy Swayman (33 saves) for a 3-0 lead at 15:52 of 
the second. 

“A lot of things have to go perfect for that to even happen,” 
Jarvis said with a grin. 

Jarvis then got to the net again for his second goal. 
DeAngelo’s point shot was redirected by Vincent Trocheck, 
and Jarvis located it behind Swayman and pushed it in for 
his third goal of the postseason and a 4-0 lead at 3:31 of the 
third. 

“I don’t care,” Jarvis said of getting to the net despite his 
unfortunate Game 4 injury. “If I get hit again, I get hit again.” 

Everyone in the Hurricanes locker room does not doubt the 
20-year-old’s fight. 

“He’s a feisty little guy,” DeAngelo said of Jarvis. “Man, he 
gets in there. He’s all over the place.” 

DeAngelo has been accused of being feisty himself, but the 
mercurial defenseman let his play do the talking after his 
temper bubbled over in Game 4. 

First, he helped Carolina score the opening goal for the fifth 
straight time in the series and eighth consecutive time this 
season overall. 

After Andrei Svechnikov forced a turnover on the forecheck 
with a big hit on Boston defenseman Matt Grzelcyk, Carolina 
then got to work in the offensive zone. 

DeAngelo walked the blue line and drew two defenders 
before flipping a backhand to Jaccob Slavin at the right 
boards. Slavin then moved to the faceoff dot and wristed a 
shot that trickled through Swayman’s pads to give the 
Hurricanes a 1-0 lead at 6:11. 

DeAngelo then got a goal of his own to ignite the Hurricanes’ 
power play, one-timing a Teuvo Teravainen pass for his first 
playoff goal with the Hurricanes and a 2-0 lead at 12:17 of 
the first. 

“He’s so fiery, so competitive that everyone knew he was 
gonna be coming out hot,” Jarvis said, returning a 
compliment to DeAngelo. “To have a game like he did was 
huge for us.” 

The Hurricanes not only got their power play going with two 
goals — plus Jarvis’ first goal, which came just seconds after 
another penalty expired — but avoided the infractions that 
plagued them in Games 3 and 4 in Boston. 

“Special teams are the biggest thing and in the playoffs,” said 
goalie Antti Raanta, “and today we won that battle.” 

The Hurricanes also won the goaltender battle, with Raanta 
(34 saves) making several key stops early. 

“The first period there were a couple rebounds,” Raanta said. 
“And I think as the game went on, I started to get better at 
controlling it like that.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour credited Raanta with 
being a big part of keeping Boston’s top players off the board 
on Tuesday. 

“That’s what goaltending does,” Brind’Amour said. “They’re 
not going to not get chances.  That team is going to generate 
opportunities. They certainly did, and he was good.” 

Notes: Aho finished with two assists to end his two-game 
point drought. He now has multipoint games in each of his 
four career playoffs games in which he was coming off two 
straight games without a point. … Trocheck had a late 
empty-net goal and finished with three points, as did 
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Teravainen, who had three assists. … Jarvis had eight shots 
on goal, joining Kings defenseman Sean Durzi as the second 
rookie this postseason with at least that many. The last 

rookie with that many shots prior to these playoffs was Los 
Angeles’ Tanner Pearson in 2014. 

 

 

 

 

Penalties hindering Hurricanes’ often dominant 5-on-5 play 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Something happened on the way to the Stanley 
Cup. 

The NHL’s referees, once known for swallowing their 
whistles in the postseason, can’t get enough of raising their 
arms and filling the penalty box. 

Through four games of the Hurricanes’ series with Boston, 
there have been 120 penalty minutes. Outside of the 10-
minute misconduct handed down to the Bruins’ Trent 
Frederic at the end of Game 1, those minutes have come on 
53 minor penalties called in the series. 

In the Toronto-Tampa Bay series, there have been 48 minors 
through four games. Forty-three in the Edmonton-Los 
Angeles series; another 47 between St. Louis and 
Minnesota. 

Both the Bruins and Hurricanes have averaged around eight 
minutes of power play time per game in the first four games 
of their series. In the regular season, Carolina had 4:27 of 
man-advantage time, while Boston registered 4:41. 

On the surface, the increased special teams would seem to 
benefit the Hurricanes. Carolina easily led the league with its 
88.0% penalty kill and was in the top half of the league with a 
13th-ranked 22.0% power play. 

The Bruins, meanwhile, were 15th on the power play at 
21.2% and ranked ninth in killing penalties at 81.3%. 

But there’s no denying that Boston’s power play, despite the 
middle-of-the-pack numbers, is one of the elite ones in the 
NHL. 

While the Bruins have seemingly thrived on the power play 
through four games, they’re converting at a 22.7% success 
rate — just slightly higher than their regular season 
production. It’s not so much about Boston’s success as its 
ability to do so against Carolina’s vaunted penalty kill. 

Furthermore, the Hurricanes’ power play has stumbled in the 
series, converting at just a 9.1% rate. The number is a little 
deceiving since Carolina has had several abbreviated 
penalties, including end-of-game power plays that were just 
seven and three seconds long in Games 1 and 4, 
respectively. But the Bruins have still had about twice the 
success Carolina has had. 

And when there is twice as much power play time as teams 
are used to, it becomes an even bigger factor. 

“We took a lot of penalties today, and obviously it killed us,” 
said Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov following 
Sunday’s Game 4. “They’ve got a good power play. We’ve 
gotta look for that and take less penalties, that’s for sure.” 

Behind the scenes, the Hurricanes are frustrated with the 
way the series has been officiated. 

Further complicating matters is Carolina has been the better 
team at 5-on-5. Take away Boston’s five power play goals, 
one empty-netter and one shorthanded goal, and the Bruins 
have managed just five goals at full strength in the series. 
The Hurricanes have 10 goals at 5-on-5. 

But when more than a quarter of the first 240 minutes of the 
series have been played at 5-on-4, it puts the Hurricanes at a 
disadvantage, regardless of what the season-long numbers 
say. 

“If we take that many penalties like the last couple of games,” 
Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta said after Game 4,” that’s 
been pretty much the game the last two games. … It just 
takes a lot out of the guys that are killing the penalties. Even 
if you can kill the penalties, you will struggle getting back to 
that 5-on-5 game.” 

While the Hurricanes have kept the grumbling about the way 
penalties are being called to a murmur, coach Rod 
Brind’Amour didn’t hesitate to vent about how two similar 
goaltender interference calls have gone against his team in 
the four games. 

The goal by Boston’s Jake DeBrusk in Game 4, when the 
Bruins forward used his stick to spin Raanta around before 
locating the loose puck and tying the game late in the second 
period, was challenged by Carolina but upheld. 

Boston scored the go-ahead goal on the ensuing delay of 
game penalty, helped along by Sebastian Aho’s high-sticking 
double-minor early in that kill, to seize control of the game 
and eventually even the series. 

“You can’t play the puck when it’s in between (Raanta’s) legs 
from the side and knock the goalie sideways, turn him to 
squirt it out,” Brind’Amour said. “If you can, then I don’t know 
how (Nino) Niederreiter’s goal isn’t a goal in the first game 
when they said, ‘100% not a goal.’ … They’re too good a 
team to just give them goals. We have no chance if that 
happens.” 

What was once a 2-0 series lead for Carolina is now a best-
of-three. The Hurricanes still have a chance. 
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Canes take Game 5 with 5-1 rout of Bruins 

By Joe Giglio 

The Carolina Hurricanes left their bad version in Boston. 

The good version, the one that won the Metro Division during 
the regular season, and the first two games of this series, 
was back on the ice in Raleigh on Tuesday night for Game 5. 

And dominated at home — again. 

Seth Jarvis scored twice but early goals from Jaccob Slavin 
and Tony DeAngelo were all the Canes needed in a 5-1 win 
over the Boston Bruins in Game 5. 

The Canes have a 3-2 series lead with a chance to advance 
to the second round with a win in Boston on Thursday in 
Game 6. 

Slavin had a slapshot from the right circle trickle by Boston 
goalie Jeremy Swayman at 6:11 in the first period. The 
Canes have scored first in each game of the first-round 
series. 

Maintaining that lead was the issue in Boston where the 
Canes had a special-teams meltdown in a 5-2 loss in Game 
4. The Bruins outscored the Canes 4-0 on the power-play in 
the pair of games in Boston. 

The Bruins finished 0 for 3 on the power play on Tuesday. 
The Canes were able to get their power play back on track. 
DeAngelo scored with the man-advantage at 12:17 to push 
the Canes lead to 2-0. 

Jarvis' second goal, at 3:31 in the third period, also came on 
the power play for the Canes. 

The Bruins got star defenseman Charlie McAvoy back in the 
lineup, after he missed one game under COVID protocols, 
but their scoring chances were scarce. 

Carolina goalie Antti Raanta stopped 33 of the 34 shots he 
faced. The toughest test came on a backhand by Brad 
Marchand at 7:15. 

Jarvis extended the Canes' lead to 3-0 at 15:52 in the 
second period when Swayman accidentally swatted the shot 
into the back of his own net. 

Connor Clifton scored the Bruins' lone goal at 10:09 in the 
third, after the Canes had built a 4-0 lead. Vincent Trocheck 
closed the scoring with a goal at 16:20 in the third. 
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Recap: Raanta, Jarvis Guide Carolina To Game Five Victory 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes home ice success 
continued Tuesday, as they took Game Five from the Boston 
Bruins, 5-1.  

Three Things 

1) A Strong Special Teams Evening 

After providing Boston with nine power play opportunities 
Sunday afternoon, objective number one for the home team 
tonight was to stay out of the penalty box. They successfully 
did a better job of that, affording the Bruins just three over 
the course of 60 minutes. 

Although Boston's power play is threatening each time they 
touch the ice, they went 0/3 on those chances, cutting two of 
them short with penalties of their own. 

On the other side of the coin, Carolina's power play found 
gold twice, an incredibly welcomed sight after going 0/10 
combined in Boston during Games Three and Four. Tony 
DeAngelo doubled Carolina's lead on the man advantage in 
the first period and then in the third Seth Jarvis put home his 
second of two while on a power play. 

 2) The Youngster 

The 20-year-old Jarvis was the driving force behind 
Carolina's offense, recording his first career multi-goal 
postseason game. 

While his first came in fortuitous fashion, getting credit for a 
Boston clearing attempt that bounced off of Jake DeBrusk's 
skate and past Jeremy Swayman, his aforementioned power 
play tally felt like it pushed the Canes over the top, extending 
their lead to 4-0 in the third. 

#24 showed no hesitation in going to the dirty areas of the 
ice and directly to the front of the net, despite exiting Game 
Four briefly after being struck by a Brendan Smith slap shot. 

3) Wanna Raanta 

Perhaps more important than Jarvis' multi-goal game, or the 
multi-point efforts from Vincent Trocheck, Sebastian Aho, 
Teuvo Teravainen and DeAngelo, was the play in net from 
Antti Raanta. 

Raanta weathered the storm for Carolina early, denying a 
few Grade-A chances before Jaccob Slavin broke the ice. 

All evening long #32 was spectacular, keeping his team 
either tied or ahead despite being tested with some 
dangerous attempts from the Bruins, including the below 
from Brad Marchand just minutes in. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering thoughts on Raanta making timely 
stops early, allowing his team to get to their game and then 
strike first for the fifth consecutive game... 

"That's what goaltending does. We have to get those saves. 
That team is going to get chances and generate 
opportunities. They certainly did and Raanta was good. Then 
we had two really solid periods that put us in a comfortable 
spot." 

Tony DeAngelo touching on the team's ability to bounce 
back from the two games in Boston... 

"We know how we have to play. We've probably said the 
same thing 50 times in a row now. Penalties got us out of our 
game last game, right? When you take nine penalties, you're 
probably not going to have success. Tonight, even the 
penalties we took could've gone either way. When we're on 
our game five-on-five, we're very confident that we're going 
to come out on top. We were above the puck so much 
tonight. That's the way you have to do it. All four lines, all 60 
minutes, and Raanta was fantastic too. Whoever wins the 
special teams battle is going to win the game and that's the 
way it's going." 

Seth Jarvis on what made his line so successful this 
evening... 

"When Andrei Svechnikov has the puck down low and no 
one can take it off of him, that jump starts everything. 
Sebastian Aho is probably one of the smartest players in the 
NHL, so he always knows where to go. Then it's just a matter 
of supporting each other of when there's a loose puck, being 
the first guy to jump on it and create plays from there." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to practice tomorrow at PNC 
Arena before flying back to Boston for Game Six. Thursday's 
contest at TD Garden will be at 7 p.m. 

Bonus Notes 

 Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy returned to the 
lineup for his team tonight, despite entering COVID 
Protocol Sunday morning. 

 After publishing 16 points in two games, the line of 
Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David 
Pastrnak was held off the scoresheet. 

 Tony DeAngelo became the first defenseman in 
Canes/Whalers history to record two three-point 
games in a single postseason. He also had three 
assists in game two.
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Preview: Game Five vs. Boston 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - After the Boston Bruins took both games at 
TD Garden over the weekend, the Carolina Hurricanes hope 
to get back to their home ice success Tuesday for Game 
Five. 

SERIES RECAPS: 

 Game One: Antti Raanta stops 35 out of 36, 
backstopping Carolina to a 5-1 win in his first career 
postseason start. 

 Game Two: Sebastian Aho, Nino Niederreiter score 
twice as Pyotr Kochetkov earns win in relief. 

 Game Three: Boston scores three special teams 
goals to claim a 4-2 victory. 

 Game Four: Bruins take advantage of being offered 
nine power play opportunities, win 5-2. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Since Sunday's Final Horn: For the first time this series the 
Canes held a full team practice in between games Monday. 
The team skated for about 40 minutes with Jordan Martinook 
(lower-body injury) and Brady Skjei being (maintenance) the 
only absentees. 

Scouting The Other Side: The Bruins held a limited skate 
Monday, featuring Hampus Lindholm, who has been out of 
the lineup since his hit from Andrei Svechnikov in Game 
Two. Following skate Head Coach Bruce Cassidy said that 
Lindholm had not yet been cleared to play, but if he gets 
clearance, he'll be in. 

Power Play Woes: The Canes have gone 2/22 on the power 
play thus far this series and 0/10 over the last two games. 
They've been provided momentum-changing opportunities in 
each game on the man advantage, but have lacked the 
execution necessary to capitalize. 

Staying Disciplined: In addition to their lack of success on the 
power play, the Canes have also provided Boston with just 
as many chances on the man advantage. The difference is 
that Boston is 5/22 on the series, including 2/9 on Sunday. 

DeAngelo vs. Marchand: Throughout the two games in 
Boston, Tony DeAngelo and Brad Marchand were no 
strangers to one another. The two were involved in a 
sequence during Game Three that resulted in both of them 
going to the box. Then, in Game Four, the two came together 
after a DeAngelo cross-check on Curtis Lazar for another 
exchange. The head-to-head rivalry will be one worth 
keeping an eye on tonight. 

Home Cooking: The Canes have won 10 consecutive Round 
One playoff games at PNC Arena entering tonight. 

History Says: Carolina is 5-2 all-time in the postseason when 
tied at 2-2 and playing Game Five on home ice. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing their 
black sweaters tonight and for every home game in the 2022 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

More Milestones: Sebastian Aho is one point shy of passing 
Rod Brind'Amour for the second-most points in franchise 
playoff history. 
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Hurricanes cruise past Bruins in Game 5, lead series 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Seth Jarvis scored twice to help the 
Carolina Hurricanes defeat the Boston Bruins 5-1 in Game 5 
of the Eastern Conference First Round at PNC Arena on 
Tuesday. 

Carolina leads the best-of-7 series 3-2. Game 6 is at Boston 
on Thursday. 

Tony DeAngelo and Vincent Trocheck each had a goal and 
two assists, Teuvo Teravainen had three assists, and Antti 
Raanta made 34 saves for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed in 
the Metropolitan Division. 

"That's what goaltending does," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "That team is going to generate 
opportunities and certainly did, and [Raanta] was good." 

Connor Clifton scored, and Jeremy Swayman made 33 
saves for the Bruins, the first wild card from the East. 

"Not enough up and down the lineup," Boston coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. "We're going to need a little bit more, whether 
it's working hard to keep the puck out of the net, blocking 
shots, finishing checks so guys can't join the rush. We need 
to get some guys going." 

Jaccob Slavin gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 6:11 of the first 
with a wrist shot that trickled through Swayman. 

Raanta made his best save at 7:14, when he waited out 
Boston forward Brad Marchand, who was alone in front, and 
made a glove save on a backhand. 

"A lot of what-ifs in the game. It doesn't matter," Marchand 
said. "All that matters is we let this one go. Whether you win 
or lose, you've got to have the same recipe. You've got to let 
it go. It's all about the next one now." 

DeAngelo pushed the lead to 2-0 at 12:17 of the first when 
he one-timed a pass from Teravainen on the power play. 

"He's so fiery, so competitive, that everyone knew he was 
going to be coming out hot," Jarvis said of DeAngelo. "To 
have a game like he did was huge for us." 

Jarvis made it 3-0 at 15:52 of the second period. He fell to 
the ice and swiped at a rebound, knocking it in off the right 
skate of Boston forward Jake DeBrusk. 

"[Swayman] had a bit of tough luck," Cassidy said. "He gave 
us a chance after that. There was a stretch there we weren't 
very good in front of him. I'm certainly not putting this on 
Jeremy. We need to finish a little better when we get our 
opportunities." 

Jarvis extended the lead to 4-0 on the power play at 3:31 of 
the third period when the 20-year-old rookie forward reached 
behind Swayman to tap in a loose puck in the crease after 
the goalie made a save. 

"You love seeing that from a young kid that comes in and 
earns his way in the League and earns his way up the chart 
in every aspect of the game," Brind'Amour said. "I can't say 
enough good things about him." 

Clifton cut it to 4-1 at 10:09 when he took a pass from Erik 
Haula in the neutral zone and scored through the five-hole 
on the rush. 

Trocheck scored into an empty net for the 5-1 final at 16:20. 

The Hurricanes were 3-for-3 on the penalty kill Tuesday after 
going 7-for-9 in Game 4 on Sunday in Boston. 

"When we're on our game 5-on-5, we're very confident we're 
going to come out on top," DeAngelo said. "We were above 
the puck so much tonight. That's the way you've got to do it. 
[It was] all four lines, all six defensemen, and 'Rants' was 
fantastic too." 

NOTES: Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy, who missed 
Game 4 on Sunday after being placed into NHL COVID-19 
protocol, was minus-1 with two shots on goal, four hits and 
three blocked shots in 25:14 of ice time. … Carolina has 
scored first in each game of the series. … Sebastian Aho 
had two assists and tied Eric Staal for the second most for 
the Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers in Stanley Cup Playoff 
history with 24, one behind Ron Francis. ... Jarvis had a 
game-high eight shots. ... Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter 
was held without a shot on goal for the second game in a 
row. He played 18:42 on Tuesday and 13:32 on Sunday. 
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Hurricanes find stride in Game 5, take series lead in Eastern First Round 

By Amalie Benjamin 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Tony DeAngelo had a simple message for 
those who didn't believe in the Carolina Hurricanes. 

"I'd say you're wrong," he said. 

It was hard to argue. After the Hurricanes got outplayed by a 
Boston Bruins team that had found its stride while at home in 
Games 3 and 4, they returned to PNC Arena and 
rediscovered the game that had initially put them in 
command of the Eastern Conference First Round series. 

They revived their 5-on-5 play. They stymied the Bruins top 
line. They controlled their emotions. 

They did exactly what they had to do. 

And they won Game 5, 5-1, putting them on the verge of the 
second round. The Hurricanes lead the best-of-7 series 3-2, 
with a chance to advance in Game 6 at TD Garden in Boston 
on Thursday (7 p.m. ET; TNT, SN360, TVAS, NESN, BSSO). 

"We know how we've got to play," DeAngelo said. "Penalties 
got us out of our game last game. Take [eight] penalties, 
you're not going to have success. … When we're on our 
game 5-on-5, we're very confident that we're going to come 
out on top. And we were all over the puck tonight."  

It started with DeAngelo, who had struggled with his 
discipline in Game 4, as did the Hurricanes as a whole, 
taking eight penalties. DeAngelo had found himself in 
arguments with Brad Marchand, had thrown his stick into the 
net at the end of the game. He had been on the wrong side 
of the line. 

In Game 5, though, the defenseman seemed nearly 
transformed, using his offensive gifts to the tune of a goal 
and two assists, and tamping down the less desirable parts 
of his game. 

"You can always expect that from him," forward Seth Jarvis 
said. "He's so fiery, so competitive, that everyone knew he 
was going to be coming out hot. To have a game like he did 
was huge for us." 

That ethos suffused the entire team, which was so good 
defensively at even strength that it forced Bruins coach 
Bruce Cassidy to break up his top line to start the third 
period. The line of Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David 
Pastrnak weren't getting anything like the looks or chances 
they had gotten in Boston, so he tried returning Jake 

DeBrusk to that line and moving Pastrnak back with Taylor 
Hall. 

It didn't work. Nothing did. 

But perhaps the most impressive performance was not that 
of Jaccob Slavin, despite his brilliance on defense, or Antti 
Raanta, despite his near perfection in net, or even DeAngelo. 
No, that honor might have gone to Jarvis, the 20-year-old 
whose body was still hurting from the less-than-desirable 
shot he took in Game 4. 

He admitted before the game that he was still in pain. And 
yet, there he was, in front of the net, ready to again sacrifice 
his body. 

"I don't care. If I get hit again, I get hit again," Jarvis said. 

He paused. 

"Well, I say that now," he added. 

He scored twice, the third goal, at 15:52 of the second 
period, and the fourth, at 3:31 of the third. It was the second 
power-play goal of the night for the Hurricanes -- DeAngelo 
scored the other, at 12:17 of the first -- and it was what truly 
put the Bruins away. 

"He's a feisty little guy," DeAngelo said. "He gets in there, 
he's all over the place. Even when guys try to hit him, he 
seems to come out of the pile with the puck. He takes 
contact. He actually initiates it half the time. I don't think he 
cares about getting hit." 

There was a moment where it seemed like the game might 
swing a different way. Raanta was called upon early, 
including robbing Marchand with a glove save on a backhand 
chance 2:52 into the first period. It might have been Boston's 
best chance of the game. 

Because after that, the Hurricanes got the first goal, at 6:11 
of the first, by Slavin. It was the fifth time in five games in the 
series in which the Hurricanes have scored first, and eighth 
time in eight games including the regular season. 

They took off from there, eliminating the mistakes they had 
made in Boston, playing to their strengths and their talent. 

So, coach Rod Brind'Amour was asked, was that how he 
drew it up? 

"It's all about the result," Brind'Amour said. "And obviously 
it's a good result." 
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Jarvis, Raanta help Carolina top Bruins for 3-2 series lead 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes swore 
they’d be fine after losing a two-game lead and momentum in 
their first-round playoff series. It was just a matter of cutting 
down on mistakes and staying out of the penalty box. 

The Hurricanes did exactly that Tuesday night, and it has 
them within a win of advancing to the next round. 

Rookie Seth Jarvis scored twice and Antti Raanta finished 
with 34 saves to help the Hurricanes beat the Boston Bruins 
5-1 on Tuesday night for a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven 
series. 

With the Game 5 win, the Hurricanes have two chances to 
close out the Bruins. Game 6 is Thursday in Boston, and 
Game 7, if needed, on home ice Saturday. 

The series has yet to see a team secure a road win. It wasn’t 
close to happening in this one, either. Carolina shook off 
mistake-filled showings in Boston that sent a parade of 
Hurricanes to the penalty box and carried the action in a 
cleaner performance. 

“We know how we’ve got to play,” said defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo, who had a first-period goal.  

“Penalties got us out of our game last game. ... When we’re 
on our game 5 on 5, we’re very confident that we’re going to 
come out on top.” 

To DeAngelo’s point, the Hurricanes have outscored the 
Bruins 12-6 during 5-on-5 play through five games. This 
time, they committed just three penalties on a night with far 
fewer scuffles and post-whistle antics by both teams. 

Defensemen Jaccob Slavin added a first period goal for 
Carolina, while Vincent Trocheck added an empty-netter. 
When it was over, Carolina had five goals for the third time in 
as many series games in front of their loud, rowdy crowd. 

Raanta was sharp all night, highlighted by stopping a left-
alone Brad Marchand at the top of the crease by getting his 
left wrist on the puck in the first period. He carried a shutout 
until midway through the third.  

“It’s all about just going out there and battling,” Raanta said, 
adding: “The whole team played great in front of me. They 
made my job a lot easier.” 

Boston’s Connor Clifton scored on a rush to make it 4-1, 
while Jeremy Swayman finished with 33 saves. But after 
scoring twice on the power play in each of the past two 
games, Boston came up empty on its only three chances — 
and twice committed penalties to negate its man advantage. 

Boston knocked Carolina out of the playoffs twice in the past 
three postseasons, first with a four-game sweep in the 2019 
Eastern Conference finals and then a five-game, first-round 
series in the Toronto bubble a year later. Now, it’s the Bruins 
who are facing elimination. 

“Obviously it’s a do-or-die situation,” Marchand said. “It’s not 
the one we want to be in. But all that matters is that we 
regroup and get prepared for the next one.  

“We know they’re going to push. They’re a good team. You 
can see they’re very hungry right now.”  

BANGED-UP JARVIS 

Jarvis had a tough Game 4 when he took a puck to the groin 
on a slap shot by teammate Brendan Smith. He laughed it off 
earlier Tuesday, even while saying he was still in pain from it. 

No matter, Jarvis was willing to tussle at the crease on both 
of his goals.  

The first came when he was knocked to the ice on the left 
side by Brandon Carlo, but whipped his stick around to hit 
the puck — which bounced off the right skate of Boston’s 
Jake DeBrusk and fluttered over Swayman for a 3-0 lead at 
15:52 of the second. 

He came through with another early in the third, reaching 
around Swayman to corral a puck that had slipped 
underneath the netminder and tapping it in at 3:31 of the 
third. 

Any worries about getting hit again? 

“I don’t care, if I get hit again, I get hit again,” Jarvis said, 
added: “I say that now, but if I get hit again, I might be down 
even longer.” 

MCAVOY IN 

Boston had a surprise addition with defenseman Charlie 
McAvoy.  

McAvoy was a late scratch for Sunday’s Game 4 due to 
COVID-19 protocols and coach Bruce Cassidy said earlier 
Tuesday he’d miss Game 5 as well. But McAvoy traveled 
from Boston in the afternoon and was spotted entering PNC 
Arena, then joined his team for warmups as the Bruins 
tweeted McAvoy had cleared the protocol. 

McAvoy saw more than 25 minutes of ice time. 

LINDHOLM OUT 

Boston defenseman Hampus Lindholm missed his third 
straight game. He hasn’t played since being leveled on a 
jarring shoulder-to-chest hit from Carolina’s Andrei 
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Svechnikov in the Game 2 loss. Cassidy said Lindholm didn’t 
travel to North Carolina for Game 5. 

THREE-POINT NIGHTS 

DeAngelo, who had three assists in Game 2, had another 
three-point game with two assists. Trocheck also had two 
assists, while Teuvo Teravainen had three assists. 

 

Carolina looks to clinch series win against Boston 

Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Boston Bruins (51-26-5, fourth in the Atlantic 
Division) 

Boston; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Bruins -127, Hurricanes 
+106; over/under is 6 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Hurricanes lead series 3-2 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes look to clinch the 
first round of the NHL Playoffs over the Boston Bruins in 
game six. The teams meet Tuesday for the sixth time this 
season. The Hurricanes won the previous meeting 5-1. Seth 
Jarvis scored two goals in the win. 

Boston has a 51-26-5 record overall and a 22-14-2 record on 
its home ice. The Bruins are eighth in league play serving 9.8 
penalty minutes per game. 

Carolina has a 22-12-4 record on the road and a 54-20-8 
record overall. The Hurricanes have a +77 scoring 
differential, with 277 total goals scored and 200 conceded. 

TOP PERFORMERS: David Pastrnak has 40 goals and 37 
assists for the Bruins. Patrice Bergeron has eight goals and 
seven assists over the last 10 games. 

Sebastian Aho has 37 goals and 44 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Jarvis has scored six goals and added three 
assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Bruins: 6-4-0, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.2 
assists, 5.5 penalties and 12.2 penalty minutes while giving 
up 2.6 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 8-2-0, averaging 4.1 goals, 6.7 assists, 4.8 
penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while giving up 2.4 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Bruins: Jakub Zboril: out (lower body), Hampus 
Lindholm: day to day (upper body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (lower-body), 
Frederik Andersen: day to day (undisclosed), Antti Raanta: 
day to day (upper body), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes likely coming back with same lineup for Game 5 against Bruins 

Carolina Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind'Amour does not 
appear to be flinching, with plans to keep starter Antti Raanta 
in goal and his lineup intact for Game 5 against the Boston 
Bruins on Tuesday night. 

Raanta gave up four goals on 27 shots in a 5-2 loss in Game 
4. The fifth goal was an empty netter.  

Raanta suffered an upper-body injury in Game 2 before 
serving as the backup to Pyotr Kochetkov for Game 3. 

The Bruins won the last two games to tie the series at 2-2. 

Watch Game 5 on Tuesday at 7 p.m. ET / 4 p.m. PT on 
Sportsnet 360 or SN NOW. 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Star power saves Leafs, but Kings overcome McDavid 

By James O'Brien  

• The Montreal Canadiens won the 2022 NHL Draft Lottery, 
and thus the right to the No. 1 overall pick. While they didn’t 
get the top spot, the Devils’ run of luck continued by jumping 
from the fifth-best odds to No. 2. 

• After 23 years in the NHL (enough to set a new games-
played record), Patrick Marleau retired. 

• Igor Shesterkin, Juuse Saros, and Jacob Markstrom were 
announced as the 2022 Vezina Trophy finalists. 

• Just another fine for Jamie Benn, while T.J. Oshie avoided 
a suspension for that hit on Sam Bennett. 

• A surprising return to action by Charlie McAvoy didn’t make 
much of a difference for the Bruins against the Hurricanes in 
Game 5. 

• Kirill Kaprizov, Connor McDavid, and Leon Draisaitl 
delivered like the stars that they are on Tuesday. It didn’t 
matter for their teams. It did matter for Auston Matthews, 
Mitch Marner, William Nylander, and the Maple Leafs, 
though. 

Game 5: Carolina Hurricanes 5, Boston Bruins 1 (CAR leads 
3-2) 

When it comes to games in Carolina, the Hurricanes have 
been all over the Bruins. Game 5 was no different. The 
Hurricanes beat the Bruins by a score of 5-1 in Game 5, the 
third contest in Carolina where they won and scored five 
goals (5-1 in Game 1; 5-2 in Game 2). 

Even on the road, the Hurricanes have found a way to score 
first against the Bruins. Still, in Boston, the B’s were able to 
strike on special teams and grind out wins. Can the 
Hurricanes bottle up some of that home-ice advantage and 
bring it on the road? It would certainly make things easier for 
a team with great ambitions. 

Game 5: Toronto Maple Leafs 4, Tampa Bay Lightning 3 
(TOR leads 3-2) 

Down 2-0 in Game 5, the Maple Leafs drew plenty of 
critiques for how poorly they started against the Lightning. 
Maybe it’s best not to panic after two goals, when a series is 
still tied 2-2? 

Either way, this was a wild ride. Read up on it here, as 
there’s just a lot to take in. 

Game 5: St. Louis Blues 5, Minnesota Wild 2 (STL leads 3-2) 

With power plays ruling the first period, Kirill Kaprizov scored 
twice to give the Wild a 2-1 lead. That would be the last of 

the Wild’s goals as the Blues eventually wrestled away 
Game 5. 

In the second, Brandon Saad scored a key goal to tie things 
up 2-2. Then Vladimir Tarasenko took over the third. 

Just 2:31 into that final frame, Vladimir Tarasenko scored 
two nice goals. The go-ahead goal featured a brilliant pass 
by Pavel Buchnevich: 

By notching an empty-netter, Vladimir Tarasenko collected a 
hat trick (and a natural one at that). The Blues’ scoring 
variety keeps paying off against a Wild team that was also 
deeper than usual … during the season, at least. 

Game 5: Los Angeles Kings 5, Edmonton Oilers 4 [OT] (LAK 
leads 3-2) 

For much of Game 5, the Kings absolutely dominated the 
Oilers. This series hasn’t always been about “star power vs. 
structure,” yet that was very much the case in Game 5. 

Entering the third period, the Kings were dominating the 
Oilers in every metric that counted. That included the 3-1 
score. However, Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl put on 
the sort of show even superstar players rarely pull off in the 
modern NHL. McDavid scored a goal and two assists, while 
Draisaitl also had three points (2G, 1A). Putting those two 
titans together unleashed them. It also helped the Oilers 
overcome a distinct shot share advantage overall (and a 
Phillip Danault 4-2 goal didn’t stop them). 

Yet … the young Kings shrugged off that Draisaitl/McDavid-
powered comeback, dominated the Oilers in OT, and quickly 
won it. You’re really not supposed to get the sort of room 
Adrian Kempe created in that situation in the playoffs, but he 
seized it, and scored a pretty OT-winner: 

Many will point to the way McDavid and Draisaitl took over 
Game 5, and question how anyone would doubt those two. 
Plenty agree that the Oilers’ problems revolve around other 
flaws. But doubters can then latch onto the Kings winning it 
in OT. 

Either way, the Kings increasingly look a lot better at 5-on-5, 
and that might be enough to overcome McDavid and 
Draisaitl. 

Three Stars in NHL Playoffs on Tuesday 

1. Adrian Kempe, Kings over Draisaitl – McDavid, Oilers 

So, Kempe got the last laugh (and the last taunt). He also 
generated comparable offense to McDavid and Draisaitl. 
Kempe scored a 2-1 goal, assisted on a 4-2 tally, and then 
ended Game 5 with that tremendous OT-winner. 
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Like McDavid and Draisaitl, Kempe collected three points. 
He got the win, too. 

This continues quite the breakthrough season for Adrian 
Kempe. On his way to an All-Star appearance, Kempe 
collected 35 goals and 54 points in 78 games. Before this 
season, Kempe never scored more than 16 goals or 37 
points in a season. 

On a Kings team hoping to outwork and out-think a star-
studded Oilers team, Kempe boasts the kind of speed that 
can give L.A. the occasional “game-breaking” presence. 

2. Vladimir Tarasenko, Blues 

Heading into Game 5 of Blues – Wild, Vladimir Tarasenko’s 
numbers were modest (but respectable). The resurgent 
winger had a goal and an assist in four playoff contests, firing 
nine shots on goal. 

Tarasenko really made the difference for the Blues in Game 
5, stunning the Wild in the process. You can ding him a bit 
for completing his hat trick with an empty-netter, but those 
first two Tarasenko goals were essential. 

This marks the second playoff hat trick for Tarasenko, who 
generated five in regular-season action. Tarasenko last 
generated a hat trick recently: on April 14. 

3. William Nylander, Maple Leafs 

Mitch Marner and Auston Matthews connected for a picture-
perfect game-winning goal. In a way, it had to be those two 
making the big difference for the Maple Leafs over the 
Lightning. 

But other star Maple Leafs players really rose to the 
occasion. That’s especially true with much-maligned, quite-
underrated winger William Nylander. 

First, Nylander assisted on a crucial power-play goal from 
John Tavares to cut the Lightning lead to 2-1. Then, 
Nylander and Tavares assisted on a nice 4-on-4 goal by 
Morgan Rielly. While an emphatic 3-2 goal didn’t end up 
being a game-winner for Nylander, it was a big one for the 
Maple Leafs. 

WEDNESDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 5: Pittsburgh Penguins at New York Rangers, 7 p.m. 
ET — ESPN (PIT leads 3-1) 
Game 5: Washington Capitals at Florida Panthers, 7:30 p.m. 
ET — ESPN2 (Series tied 2-2) 
Game 5: Dallas Stars at Calgary Flames, 9:30 p.m. ET — 
ESPN (Series tied 2-2) 
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Canes overwhelm Bruins in Game 5, take 3-2 lead 

By Alec Sawyer  

Home. Sweet. Home.  

The Hurricanes returned to PNC Arena Tuesday night and 
looked much more like their normal selves, beating Boston 5-
1 to take a 3-2 advantage in the series with their third 
dominant win on home ice.  

The Canes were good from the get go, as Jaccob Slavin and 
Tony DeAngelo scored in an overwhelming first period to 
give Carolina a 2-0 lead for the third straight game in PNC. 
Seth Jarvis added a pair of goals to make it 4-0, while 
Vincent Trocheck pitched in an empty netter to put the final 
nail in Boston’s coffin.  

Antti Raanta was absolutely exceptional in net for the 
Hurricanes, stopping 34 of 35 shots faced while turning away 
some pretty high-danger looks throughout the game. Jeremy 
Swayman took the loss for the Bruins, as Raanta put 
together one of his best performances as a member of the 
Canes.  

After special teams were such a costly issue for the Canes in 
Boston, it was once again an area of strength Tuesday night 
at home. The Hurricanes went 2 for 5 on the power play and 
had a third goal that was essentially a power play tally with 
the man leaving the box, while also going a perfect 3 for 3 on 
the kill.  

Coming off the tough trip to Boston a good start was pivotal 
for the Canes, and that is exactly what Carolina got. The 
home team was buzzing from the start. Raanta made a 
couple of good early saves, and the Canes handled the puck 
and created some good looks on the other end.  

ONE ON ONE  
 
What a save on Brad Marchand from Antti Raanta. 
pic.twitter.com/ZgaH6Z0IGJ 

— Bally Sports South (@BallySportsSO) May 10, 2022  

The scoring started with a phenomenal all-around shift for 
the Hurricanes, as Andrei Svechnikov put a big hit on Matt 
Grzelcyk on the forecheck to keep the puck in the offensive 
zone for the Canes.  

After moving the puck around, Slavin carried it into the circle 
and fired a shot at Swayman. The Boston goaltender got a 
piece of it but not enough, as the puck trickled in to give the 
Hurricanes a 1-0 lead for the fifth straight game.  

ROAD WARRIOR POP 
 
1-0 @Canes thanks to Jaccob Slavin!#LetsGoCanes 
pic.twitter.com/71P33nTI1U 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) May 10, 2022  

But unlike in Boston, the Canes were able to make it 2-0 as 
DeAngelo unleashed a bomb on the power play. It was the 
Hurricanes’ second man advantage in short succession, and 
some great puck movement as a unit set up the one-time 
rocket for DeAngelo.  

What. A. SHOT! 
 
2-0 @Canes! | #LetsGoCanes pic.twitter.com/n8IkkuPxU9 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) May 10, 2022  

The Canes carried the 2-0 lead into the first intermission, the 
third time in as many games at home this series that 
Carolina has scored the first two goals of the night.  

The Hurricanes carried all of that first-period momentum into 
the second, as most of the middle frame featured the Canes 
controlling the puck on the attack.  

Boston got its first power play of the night late in the second 
period and had some good zone time, but Raanta did some 
pretty unbelievable things to preserve the scoreless night.  

Oh wow, what a stop from Raanta. 
 
Robs Pastrnak on a one-time drive from his wheelhouse. 
pic.twitter.com/7oe6LA7Np3 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 11, 2022  

The Bruins power play came to an early end as Charlie 
McAvoy headed to the box, and the Canes made it 3-0 
literally as McAvoy was rejoining the action with a goal that 
was certainly exactly how they drew it up.  

Jarvis went to battle in front of Boston’s net and fell to the 
ice, and he took a swipe at the puck from the playing 
surface. That swipe made contact with the puck and sent it 
into the skates of Brandon Carlo, where it pinballed around 
before somehow, someway making its way past Swayman 
for a Carolina goal.  

Jarvis made it 4-0 early in the third with his second goal of 
the night, this time actually on the power play and also 
actually on purpose.  

After the Bruins once again erased a power play with a 
penalty of their own, the Canes got to the man advantage 
and did good work once again. DeAngelo rifled a shot on 
Swayman through traffic that got a deflection from Trocheck, 
and Jarvis was exactly where he was supposed to be to 
clean things up.  

It's Jarvy's world, we're just living in it 
pic.twitter.com/hoIYMQVP5o 
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— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 11, 2022  

Boston ended Raanta’s shutout bid just past the midway 
point of the third period, as some iffy defending in the neutral 
zone led to a rush chance for Connor Clifton, who used a 
nice power move to the net to beat Raanta and make it 4-1.  

Shortly after that DeAngelo took a holding penalty behind the 
Hurricane’s net, giving Boston a big power play down three 

goals with 8:24 to play. The Canes killed it off comfortably, 
ending any fleeting hope of a comeback for the Bruins.  

Boston pulled Swayman with 4:30 left in the game, and 
Trocheck pretty quickly made it 5-1 with a backhanded finish 
from the blue line.  

Now the Hurricanes will look to find a way to replicate their 
home performance on the road, as the series will shift back 
to Boston for game six.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Jarvis, Raanta on Game 5 win 
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By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes dominated on home ice once again 
Tuesday night, beating the Bruins 5-1 to take a 3-2 series 
lead.  

The Canes jumped out of the gate on fire, as Antti Raanta 
put together a wonderful 34-save effort to take the win. Seth 
Jarvis scored twice to make it 3-0 and 4-0, while both 
members of the Tony DeAngelo-Jaccob Slavin pairing had 
goals in the first period to get the early lead. Vincent 
Trocheck added an empty netter.  

Following the impressive game five win, Canes’ head coach 
Rod Brind’Amour, DeAngelo, Jarvis and Raanta spoke with 
members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say:  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the performance: It’s all about the result. It was a good 
result. They always play hard. It was nice to see us get the 
breaks, like the puck go in the net when we have 
opportunities. It was a good win.  

On Raanta carrying the team through the first few minutes: 
Yeah, that’s what goaltending does. We have to get those 
saves because you’re not going to not get chances. That 
team is going to generate opportunities, and they certainly 
did. He was good. Then we had a real good solid two periods 
to put us in a comfortable spot.  

On being the more disciplined team: The playoffs you 
traditionally think of the power play not being as important. 
You would have one or two a game. But now we’re seeing 
who knows how many you could get. It’s so important. We’ve 
beat this to death. It was nice that we only had to kill a 
couple. It only ended up being three. Still three too many, but 
it was nice that the power play got going a little bit. That was 
a big part of the game.  

On DeAngelo letting his game do the talking: He’s an elite 
passer, and he’s got a good shot. We know the offensive 
stuff. He’s sneaky good defensively, too.  

On Slavin’s masterclass Tuesday: Great observation. I just 
take that for granted now at this point. I shouldn’t, but I do.  

On Jarvis getting to the net front and his maturity: You love 
seeing that for anyone on your team, but for the young kid 
that comes in. He’s earning his way in the league. He’s 
earning his way up the chart in every aspect of the game. I 
can’t say enough good things about him. I think he’s going to 
keep getting better. There’s a lot still to learn. He’s a young 
kid.  

On his philosophy on DeAngelo’s emotional play and on if he 
told him to reel it in or let it rip: We have lots of 
conversations. I’ll just leave it at that.  

‘So, you told him to reel it in?’: I told him to let it rip. 
Especially bar down.  

On if this was their most complete game of the series: I think 
it was solid. We got ahead there in the third and kind of took 
a breath. And they’re so good. But overall it was a pretty 
solid game.  

On everybody contributing: You have to this time of year. 
You have no chance if you don’t have 20 guys dialed in. It’s 
so important every shift. Every aspect could be the 
difference.  

‘I like the tie’: Thank you. I got grief for this today. I did pick it 
out.  

‘Grief from who?’: The guys.  

On the crowd: This place is electric. I know every fan base 
their players and coaches are going to say that, but when we 
score a goal I get excited. I wish I was playing. That feeling, 
you can’t beat that feeling when you pump one in and the 
crowd goes crazy like that. It’s special.  

On if he was surprised to see Charlie McAvoy back in the 
lineup so soon: No. If he was cleared, I’d put him in. There 
was no way he wasn’t going to play if he could.  

Tony DeAngelo 

On what he’d say to those who didn’t believe they’d come 
out like this in game five: I’d say you’re wrong. We know how 
we’ve got to play. We talked about it and everybody has 
probably told you 50 times in a row now, but the penalties 
got us out of our game last game. When you take nine 
penalties, you’re not going to have success. We come back 
tonight and even the penalties we took could go either way. I 
think we had three. When we’re on our game 5-on-5, we’re 
very confident that we’re going to come out on top. We were 
all over the puck. We were above the puck so much tonight. 
That’s the way you’ve got to do it. I thought all four lines, all 
six D and Raanta were fantastic. The power play. I’ve said it 
10 times during this series, but whoever wins the special 
teams battle is going to win the game. That’s the way it’s 
going all through the playoffs, not just our team. It happened 
again tonight.  

On scoring first and on scoring on the first power play: The 
power play was really good. Good entries. It’s not always 
going to be a perfect entry where you are dangling through a 
guy and you make a play through a stick. I thought we did a 
good job of just keeping it simple. We were winning our puck 
battles to get it back. The first one they could have cleared it 
twice. They don’t clear it, and we wind up getting a goal with 
good screens in front. Special teams are huge. You’ve just 
got to keep it going. One game is not enough. We’ve got to 
have this power play consistent. Every time we go out there 
it’s got to be a threat. Boston is a threat every time they go 
out there. We know that. Our penalty kill has done a great 
job. We’ve got to be a threat every time.  

On Slavin’s game-opening goal: Huge. The first goal of the 
game, I think we’ve had that every time so far. You build off 
it, especially in front of the home crowd. The road crowd is a 
bit different. You get a big goal, it’s good. But in front of the 
home crowd they start roaring, and then you get a power 
play and it’s two. The momentum just swings on your side.  

On him letting his play do the talking Tuesday: Yeah, you 
guys are trying to stir that up more than me. I’m not really 
worried about it. The Boston media might be a little angry 
tonight, but that’s ok.  

On the key to getting so many shots on net: In my opinion, 
you’ve got to plug the net in the playoffs. You’ve got to get 
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guys there. You’ve got to keep making it tough on the goalie. 
If you get one dirty one in a game like this it could swing the 
game in your direction, right? You’ve just got to put pucks to 
the net. Sometimes there might be a little bit of a play there, 
but if it’s not 100 percent why not just go to the net and see 
what happens. You might get a rebound. You might draw a 
penalty at the net. A lot of different things can happen. At 40 
is right where we want it.  

On Slavin’s game: I have a front-row seat for that just about 
every night. It makes the game a lot easier on myself, too. I 
have to worry about my job, and my defending becomes a lot 
easier when you don’t have to worry about the other side of 
the ice. I think they come to my side a little more and try to 
attack me, right? But [Slavin] was really good. He’s chipping 
in offensively in this series, too.  

On Jarvis getting to the net front: There’s a word I would like 
to use that I can’t use right now, but he’s a feisty little guy. 
He gets in there. He’s all over the place. Even when guys try 
to hit him, he seems to come out of the pile with the puck. He 
takes contact. He actually initiates it half the time. I don’t 
think he cares about getting hit. He’s been a really good 
player for us. He’s only 20-years old. He’s having a big time 
playoffs so far. We need him to keep going.  

On if they are both ‘feisty little guys’: I’m not as little as him, 
am I? We need that.  

On Raanta’s night: Really good. He made that save on 
[Brad] Marchand in the first period. I thought that was a huge 
save for the momentum of the team. He’s been good the 
whole series, in my opinion. We missed him in that game 
three. He’s been really good. He’s sharp. He makes really 
good saves. Not many rebounds at all. He’s huge for us.  

On if they were surprised Charlie McAvoy was back so soon: 
No, I’m never surprised when a guy comes back in the 
playoffs. McAvoy is a gamer, too. He’s a real big player. He 
eats up a lot of minutes for those guys. You never want to 
see anybody get sick or hurt. We want to see them at their 
best, so it’s good to have him in the lineup.  

On what the key will be to taking this performance into game 
six: Like I said, penalties were a big thing in games three and 
four. I don’t think we played bad 5-on-5 at all. I think if we 
stayed at 5-on-5 for the majority of those games, it could be 
a different outcome. We’ve just got to go in there and do 
what we did tonight. We’ve got to dictate the pace of play. 
We’ve got to dictate the 5-on-5 play and stay out of the box. 
When we get a power play then we’ve got to make 
something happen, especially on the road.  

Seth Jarvis 

On his first goal: I don’t know. A lot of things have to go 
perfect for that to even happen, but there was great puck 
movement from everyone on the ice. We did a good job 
snapping it around that time, and [Sebastian Aho] made a 
heavy shot. I was trying to swing it back to [Aho] because he 
was sitting in the slot. I think the D-man shot my stick with 
the puck on my stick. The puck went off someone’s foot and 
alley-ooped over the goalie into the corner. I’ll take that every 
day of the week.  

On if he’s feeling better after the game than he was in the 
morning, physically: I wouldn’t say that. I would say I’m 

probably in the same kind of boat still. Hopefully by tomorrow 
I’ll get a little bit better moving forward.  

On not having second thoughts about getting to the net front: 
No. I don’t care. If I get hit again, I get hit again. Well, I say 
that now. But if I get hit again... 

On staying out of the box: I think we did an outstanding job. 
Obviously a few calls, but for the most part. I think we had 
nine penalties the game before, so to cut down like that 
made a world of difference for us.  

On what worked so well for his line: Honestly, [Andrei] 
Svechninkov when he has the puck down low and nobody 
can take it off him, that kind of jumpstarts everything. 
Obviously [Aho] is probably one of the smartest players in 
the NHL, so he always knows where to go. So it’s just a 
matter of supporting each other. When there’s a loose puck 
be the first guy to jump on it and create the play from there.  

On DeAngelo’s game: Tony is awesome. You can always 
expect that from him. He’s so fiery and so competitive that 
everybody knew he was going to be coming out hot. To have 
a game like he did was huge for us. It’s awesome for that 
guy.  

On having last change and on Jordan Staal’s line handling 
the Patrice Bergeron line: You could list a million things. 
They do everything right. There’s no shortcuts with that line. I 
think all of them are veteran players. They all know what to 
expect from each other. I think their chemistry is really 
incredible. They always know where to be. And they are all 
so big and heavy. [Jesper Fast] is not the biggest guy, but he 
plays heavy. He controls pucks. That line taking that job to 
shut down the Bergeron line was huge for us.  

On what they need to take from this game into game six: I 
think the 5-on-5 play. We have to keep carrying that forward. 
That’s always huge for us, especially when we’re staying out 
of the box. Being able to be dominant at 5-on-5 and playing 
as well as we did today, I think that’s the biggest thing 
carrying forward into next game.  

On Raanta: He was awesome again. It was great to see that. 
He played incredible. He had a couple of awesome saves. 
He was a big reason for that first 10 minutes of the game. 

On getting pucks to net: Yeah, for sure. That’s the premise of 
our game, throwing pucks on net and creating chances off 
that and rebounds. To put up a lot of shots like we did tonight 
was huge for our offense.  

Antti Raanta 

On getting dialed in right away: Yeah. Since the last game 
you kind of start to prepare yourself for today’s game. We 
had a skate yesterday and this morning. It’s all about just 
going out there and battling. Be sharp with your movements 
and trying to get into good place and be good in your 
balance when the shot is coming and controlling rebounds. 
That’s kind of how the game went today. In the first period 
there were a couple of rebounds, and as the game went on it 
started to get better controlling it. The whole team played 
great in front of me, so they made my job a little bit easier.  

On if he’s starting to feel a little bit like a playoff veteran: 
Yeah, well, when you get that first one under your belt then 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 11, 2022 

 

you just play the game. The game comes to you. Obviously 
you know that it’s the playoffs and you have to play until the 
end. Even if it’s 4-1 or 5-1, the other team is still trying to get 
some momentum going into the next game. It’s kind of 
staying in the moment and focusing on one shot at a time. 
That’s kind of how it’s been. But obviously it feels nice to play 
these kinds of games. These are the games why you work 
so hard and play 82 games and have all the practice. When 
you get to these games it’s the most fun thing you can do as 
a hockey player. You’re happy to contribute in these games, 
for sure.  

On the team staying out of the box: Yeah, we were talking 
about it before the game. I think it was more disciplined 
today, for sure. And obviously our power play was working. 
Special teams are the biggest thing in the playoffs. Today we 
won that battle. Now we just have to keep it like that and get 
to Boston and make sure we stay out of the box there.  

On Jarvis bouncing back after the puck he took in game four: 
You would never believe that he is so young with the way he 
plays. He goes to the net. He’s always there. That’s why he 
scored those goals. He’s getting to the net and getting to 

those dirty areas. Sometimes you might get hit with the puck. 
It’s nice that players get to know how it feels to get those 
shots not in the perfect spot. That’s what it takes sometimes. 
You might get the puck in the area where you really don’t 
want to, but it’s been amazing to watch his season. He’s 
growing pretty much every day. That’s what we need in the 
playoffs. Somebody has to do it, get to the net and score 
those ugly goals.  

On the Staal line shutting down the Bergeron line: Obviously 
Jordan’s line has been really good the whole year. They’ve 
been playing the whole year together. Usually when they’re 
on the ice the puck is on the other end. They are really good 
at coming back on defense. You don’t really see any odd-
man rushes when they are on the ice. Obviously it’s big 
when you can put them against them. But still, it’s playoffs. 
Everybody has to take that one step and play whoever 
comes against you. Obviously now we go to Boston and they 
will have the last change, so that’s going to be big for our 
guys to match that. We’ll see how that goes.  
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Hurricanes defend home ice, take 3-2 series lead over Bruins  

By Sam Overton  

The Carolina Hurricanes gained the momentum back at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh thanks to a 5-1 victory over the Boston 
Bruins. Tonight’s game cemented Carolina’s 3-2 advantage 
over Boston, putting them one win away from moving 
forward in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Tensions were undoubtedly high in Raleigh. Coming off of a 
two-game losing streak at TD Garden in Boston, Carolina’s 
battle with the Bruins became substantially tighter. Right off 
the bat, however, fans were able to breathe a little easier 
thanks to the Hurricanes’ improved offensive strategies. 

That’s not to say Boston didn’t come to play — on the 
contrary, the Bruins matched Carolina’s quick-paced play 
with a vengeance. Luckily, goaltender Antti Raanta seemed 
to have snapped back into the impressive form fans saw in 
the first game of the series, saving tough wrist shots with 
ease. 

“Whole team played great in front of me, they made my job 
easier,” Raanta said. “When you get that first [playoff game] 
under your belt, you play the game as the game comes to 
you.” 

PNC Arena lit up like a Christmas tree only six minutes into 
the game thanks to defenseman Jaccob Slavin’s sneaky goal 
to break the ice for the Canes. Despite Slavin’s initial score, 
however, Boston was leading in shots on goal over Carolina. 
Offensively, the Canes needed to step up if they sought to 
continue their lead. 

About two and a half minutes later, Boston defenseman Matt 
Grzelcyk was sent to the penalty box for hooking, giving 
Carolina its first opportunity of the night to score on a power 
play. Although the power play was ultimately fruitless, it was 
certainly a more dominant performance than the likes of the 
last two games. 

Very quickly after the culmination of the first power play, 
Boston defenseman Derek Forbort was penalized for 
roughing against center Max Domi. A little over a minute in, 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo nailed Carolina’s third power 
play goal of the series. By doing so, DeAngelo brought a 
vigor back into the power play that the Hurricanes so 
desperately needed. 

At the beginning of the second period, Carolina commenced 
its third power play thanks to an instance of high sticking 
from Grzelcyk. Although the Hurricanes weren’t able to score 
another power play goal, they continued to dominate in terms 
of shots on goal.  

Boston’s first power play came as center Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
was sent to the penalty box for high sticking. This would be 
Carolina’s first defensive test of the night, especially given 

the team’s struggles with the power play kill in Boston across 
Friday and Sunday’s games. 

Luckily, the likes of the Canes’ defense — with a big helping 
hand from Raanta —  was able to exercise the power play 
kill for 1:46, until Boston defensemen Charlie McAvoy made 
it a 4v4 game after being called for interference. 

Center Seth Jarvis was technically credited for the 
Hurricanes’ third goal of the evening, although it was really 
an assist to an own goal on Boston’s side. Jarvis was the last 
to hit the puck for the Canes, but it nailed the side of a 
Bruin’s skate, which bounced right past Boston goaltender 
Jeremy Swayman. Nevertheless, Jarvis was credited for his 
second goal of the series. 

Early in the third period, Carolina exercised its power play kill 
once again thanks to a slashing penalty from right-wing Nino 
Niederreiter, although it was once again cut short by a Bruins 
penalty — this time, center Martin Necas was beaned in the 
nose by Boston left-wing Taylor Hall. 

Jarvis was once again able to take advantage of the power 
play: the 20-year-old scored his second goal of the evening 
thanks to a tip into the net with help from center Vincent 
Trocheck, raising the Hurricanes’ lead to 4-0. 

A goal from Boston defensemen Connor Clifton about 
halfway through the third period unfortunately prevented a 
shutout for Carolina on home turf, but it wasn’t nearly enough 
to bring back any momentum for the Bruins. The Hurricanes 
killed yet another power play after DeAngelo was sent to the 
box for holding, and spirits were especially high at PNC 
Arena for the last six minutes of gameplay. 

“I get excited,” said Hurricanes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “I wish I was playing — you can’t beat the 
feeling when you pump one in and the crowd goes crazy.” 

Trocheck gave Carolina a tad more wiggle room with less 
than five minutes to go in the third period, scoring on an 
empty net to cement the Canes’ victory with at least one 
more game to go in the series. 

Heading into game six, the Hurricanes only need one more 
win to secure the series and take on either the Pittsburgh 
Penguins or the New York Rangers. If the Bruins beat 
Carolina, they’ll force a seven-game series — that being 
said, game seven will be on home turf for the Canes. 

The Hurricanes will face the Bruins on Thursday, May 12 at 
TD Garden in Boston for the sixth game in the first round of 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Puck drops at 6:30 p.m. 
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Tony DeAngelo Needles Boston Media After Hurricanes’ Game 5 Win 

DeAngelo was a big factor in Carolina's go-ahead win  

By Adam London  

Unlike Sunday afternoon in Boston, there was no 
extracurricular and foolish activity from Tony DeAngelo on 
Tuesday night. 

The first-year Hurricane had arguably his best outing of this 
first-round Stanley Cup playoff series to date in Carolina’s 
Game 5 win over the Bruins. DeAngelo potted the Canes’ 
second goal of the contest and added two assists in his 
team’s 5-1 win at PNC Arena, sending the Black and Gold to 
the brink of elimination. 

As DeAngelo met with the media after the game, a reporter 
suggested the loud-mouthed blueliner “let his play do the 

talking” Tuesday night. The 26-year-old seemingly believes 
too much has been made about his on-ice antics of late, 
specifically by those from the Boston area covering the 
series. 

“Yeah, I mean, you guys are trying to start it up a little more 
than me,” DeAngelo told reporters, per a team-provided 
video. “I’m not very worried about it. I think the Boston media 
might be a little angry tonight, but that’s OK.” 

DeAngelo surely will hear it from what figures to be a 
raucous TD Garden crowd Thursday, especially considering 
the jab he took at Bruins fans prior to Game 5. NESN will 
provide complete coverage of Boston’s must-win tilt 
beginning at 6 p.m. ET. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261301932.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/article261294917.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261326242.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261289827.html 

https://theathletic.com/3304847/2022/05/11/carolina-hurricanes-playoffs-game-5-tony-deangelo/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/discipline-and-determination-hurricanes-shake-off-struggles-to-beat-boston-in-game-5/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/penalties-hindering-hurricanes-dominant-5-on-5-play/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-take-game-5-with-5-1-rout-of-bruins/20275533/  

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-raanta-jarvis-guide-carolina-to-game-five-victory/c-333955468 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-game-five-versus-boston/c-333893826 

https://www.nhl.com/news/boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes-game-5-recap/c-333640520 
https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-find-their-stride-win-game-5/c-333972318 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-boston-bruins-brad-marchand-3c15dc6b78f585f658b0c0b94b102479 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-boston-carolina-hurricanes-bruins-eb959ea94e4242b3b771877144d98865 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/avalanches-makar-turns-in-dominant-series-vs-predators/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/11/nhl-rink-wrap-star-power-saves-leafs-but-kings-overcome-mcdavid/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/10/23066214/canes-overwhelm-bruins-in-game-5-take-3-2-lead 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/10/23066397/they-said-it-brindamour-deangelo-jarvis-raanta-on-game-5-win 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-defend-home-ice-take-3-2-series-lead-over-bruins/article_ccb9da48-d0d3-11ec-a448-
e76ae97b3916.html 

https://nesn.com/2022/05/tony-deangelo-acknowledges-boston-media-after-hurricanes-game-5-win/ 
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Hurricanes dominate Bruins in Game 5, take 3-2 playoff series lead back 
to Boston 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 10, 2022 10:41 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still unbeaten at home. 

The Canes also are one victory away from winning their first-round 
Stanley Cup playoff series with the Boston Bruins. 

After two losses in Boston, the Hurricanes rebounded Tuesday with a 5-1 
win over the Bruins in Game 5 before a thunderous crowd of 19,163 at 
PNC Arena, seizing a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven series. 

It was a big night for a veteran goalie, the Canes’ Antti Raanta, and a 
rookie forward, Seth Jarvis. Raanta had 33 saves and Jarvis scored 
twice for Carolina, which will seek to end the series Thursday in Game 6 
in Boston. 

Tony DeAngelo and Trocheck each had a goal and two assists, and 
Teuvo Teravainen three assists for the Canes. 

It all fell into place for the Canes. They scored first, on a goal by 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin a little more than six minutes into the game. 
They scored on their first power play, DeAngelo unloading a big shot 
from the point in the period, then throwing up a defiant upper-cut with his 
right arm as the crowd roared. 

Earlier Tuesday, Jarvis told the media he was having a “blast” in his first 
playoffs, and that continued in Game 5. His first goal came while he was 
down on the ice and seemingly out of the play, and the second with a 
nifty play off a rebound on a power play. 

The Canes did not have a first-period penalty. They had one in second – 
a high-sticking call that Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour did not like – and 
killed that one off. They had another early in the third and then later in the 
third, and killed both off. 

The discipline, missing in Boston, was back in Game 5 for Carolina. The 
precision in the Canes’ play was back. 

Raanta, starting a second straight game, made an early stop on a Brad 
Marchand backhander in close and took it from there. He faced eight 
shots in the first period and 11 in the second as the Canes were quick to 
pucks in their defensive zone and had some strong forechecking shifts in 
the Bruins zone. 

Boston’s goal came midway through the third when defenseman Connor 
Clifton joined the rush and skated in on Raanta. 

With the last change at home, Brind’Amour again was able to use the 
Jordan Staal line to neutralize the Patrice Bergeron line, which combined 

for 10 points Sunday in the Bruins’ 5-2 win and had 16 points in Boston’s 
two wins at TD Garden. 

By the third period, Boston coach Bruce Cassidy had broken up the line, 
replacing David Pastrnak with Jake DeBrusk. 

Carolina Hurricanes Jesper Fast (71) deflects a shot on Boston Bruins 
goalie Jeremy Swayman (1) in the second period on Tuesday, May 10, 
2022 during game five of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

The Bruins got a boost when defenseman Charlie McAvoy was given 
clearance to leave COVID-19 protocol and return to the lineup. McAvoy 
was ruled out of Game 4 on Sunday and it was believed he would be out 
for Games 5, but he was cleared and flown into Raleigh. 

But this was a night that the Canes did nearly everything right, in all three 
zones. They also got a nice break on their third goal, 

After the high-sticking call on Jesperi Kotkaniemi, the Canes’ Sebastian 
Aho forced a turnover that McAvoy compounded by taking an 
interference penalty. Carolina did not not officially score on the ensuing 
power play but ended up with a 3-0 lead seconds later. 

Aho’s shot from the top of the slot hit Swayman in the chest as Jarvis 
went to the net, falling as he was sandwiched between defenseman 
Brandon Carlo and DeBrusk. The puck hit Jarvis, who took a swipe at it. 
Carlo tried to clear, only to have the puck hit DeBrusk and flip over 
Swayman’s head and into the net. 

Jarvis’ second goal came off the rebound of a shot by Vincent Trocheck, 
who would end the scoring for the Canes with an empty-net goal. 

It was that kind of night for the Canes — and the Bruins. 
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Hurricanes-Bruins live updates: Carolina defeats Boston, 5-1 in Game 5 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED MAY 10, 2022 9:58 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

The Carolina Hurricanes are back home and starting over, tied 2-2 with 
the Boston Bruins going into Game 5 of their first-round NHL playoff 
series Tuesday after losing a pair of games in Boston. 

Game 6 has been set for 7 p.m. Thursday at TD Garden in Boston on 
Bally Sports South and TNT. 

HOW TO WATCH 
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Tuesday’s game is available in North Carolina on Bally Sports South 
(Mike Maniscalco, Shane Willis, Abby Labar) and nationally on ESPN 
(Steve Levy, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). 

THIRD PERIOD 

Pulled goalie for Boston: The Bruins, in desperation more, put the PP unit 
out and pulled Jeremy Swayman with about 5 minutes to play. It didn’t 
work. Vincent Trocheck with the empty-net goalto punctuate a dominant 
win for the Canes. 

Big kill for the Canes: With DeAngelo in the box, Boston got set up a 
couple of times in the Carolina end, but nothing really intense got through 
to Raanta. Meanwhile, Trocheck nearly got one at the other end as 
Swayman left his net to play a slowly cleared puck. 

Not over yet: The Bruins head back to the power play after Tony 
DeAngelo is whistled for holding in the defensive zone. He looked like he 
had a hold of Wagner’s jersey on coverage in the corner. 

Bruins get one back: Connor Clifton (a.k.a Cliffy Hockey in Boston) 
rushes up the right side and stuffs a shot through Raanta’s pade to put 
the Bruins on the board with just over 10 minutes to play in the third 
period. The Bruins have a glimmer. Haula and Hall with the assists. 

Right where they want ‘em: The Canes are playing keep-away when 
necessary, moving the puck at will through the center zone and getting 
pucks deep, with little traffic reaching Antti Raanta (remember him?). 

And on the ensuing Canes power play: The Canes score again. Long 
shot from the point bounces into Swayman, who loses track of it on a 
great screen by Seth Jarvis, and it lands behind him in the blue paint. 
Jarvis is Jarvy-on-the-spot, and slides the puck into the net for his 
second goal of the game. 

Canes to the PK: The Bruins get the first power play of the third period 
after a call to Nino Niederreiter in the defensive zone. The Canes get a 
decent scoring chance shorthanded, the Bruins get nothing, and then 
Taylor Hall gets a high-sticking penalty after whacking Brady Skjei in the 
head on a missed lifted stick. 

Bruins line changes: To start the third period, the Bruins put Jake 
DeBrusk back on the top line alongside Brad Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron, splitting the so-called perfection line three games after 
reuniting them. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Shutting down the middle: The Hurricanes have neutralized the Bruins 
through the middle of the ice, and when the Bruins have establish the 
offensive zone, it’s been sporadic and for a shorter period of time. Canes 
dominating in shots, chances and, most importantly on the scoreboard. 
Hurricanes 3, Bruins 0 after two periods. 

Canes add another: Power play goal for Carolina after a pileup in front of 
Swayman. The puck went off Jake DeBrusk. Seth Jarvis last to touch it 
for the Canes. Unassisted goal, and the Canes lead, 3-0. 

Penalty to McAvoy, fourth Canes PP: Sebastian Aho pokes the puck out 
of the Canes zone while killing it, and was going to blow past McAvoy ... 
until McAvoy cut him off when he didn’t have the puck. Power play over 
for the Bruins, and the Canes back to the advantage. 

Canes to the PK for the first time: As Jesperi Kotkaniemi tried to swim 
past Matt Grzelcyk in front of Jeremy Swayman, his stick and glove 
caught the Bruins’ defender in the face. It was not intentional, but with 
high sticking, it doesn’t have to be. Bruins to the power play for the first 
time. 

Boring is good for the Hurricanes: There isn’t much happening out there 
in this period, which is to say, the Hurricanes are controlling this game in 
just the right way to protect a 2-0 lead. They’re still pressing when they 
have a chance, but to a player, the Canes are playing sound defensive 
hockey. Raanta has made a couple of solid saves against the Bruins’ top 

line again this period, but most Bruins shots otherwise are coming from 
outside of 25 feet. 

Canes maintain forecheck: The Bruins got hemmed in their own zone 
again, this time the Canes’ top line working there against DeBrusk, Coyle 
and Nosek with Forbort and Clifton on D. 

First penalty of the second: Matt Grzelcyk whistled for high-sticking as he 
clips a Cane on the forecheck to the left of Swayman. Cans get a couple 
of decent shots, but otherwise, Bruins a solid kill there. 

FIRST PERIOD 

More zone time for the Cane 5 v 5: The Hurricanes continue to get the 
better of the Bruins at 5-on-5, and with no Bruins PPs yet, the advantage 
is pronounced. Final shot tally for the first period was 12-8 in favor of the 
Canes. Jeremy Swayman made a great save in the final minutes of the 
first to keep the Bruins within two. After one period, Canes 2, Bruins 0. 

Second time is a charm: The second Canes power play looked far better, 
and the result was more to their liking, as well. Tony DeAngelo teed up a 
rocket from the center point on a solid in-zone PP set and it flew past 
Swayman and into the top left corner of the cage. Terravainen and 
Trocheck on the assists. 

First power play to Carolina: The Canes got the first PP of the game, but 
as has been the case for too much of this series, they were unable to 
generate anything of note. A small skirmish at the side of the Boston net 
results in another Bruins penalty. 

Canes strike first ... again: The Hurricanes got the first goal of the game 
for the fifth time in five games in this series, this time capitalizing after 
extended zone pressure, thanks in large part to a big hit by Andrei 
Svechnikov on Matt Grzelcyk. The puck trickled over the line past Jeremy 
Swayman, continuing Carolina’s run of success at 5-on-5 hockey. Jaccob 
Slavin officially with the goal. Tony DeAngelo, Sebastian Aho with the 
assists. 

Canes stay true to the matchup: The so-called perfection line has seen 
the ice a couple of times for Boston in the early going, and true to form, 
the Staal line has been on the ice each time. Also of note early is Antti 
Raanta. He’s been tested a few times already on a couple of Canes 
defensive breakdowns, and he’s turned aside all shots. 

Status quo: No changes for the Hurricanes, with Antti Raanta back in net. 
Stephen Lorentz and Ethan Bear remain healthy extras. With McAvoy 
back for the Bruins, Josh Brown was a scratch. Boston also shuffled its 
lines, keeping the Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-David Pastrnak 
“Perfection Line” together but moving Craig Smith up with Taylor Hall and 
Erik Haula and putting Charlie Coyle between Jake DeBrusk and Tomas 
Nosek. 

Scotty starts it: N.C. State superfan (and recording artist) Scotty 
McCreery was on the warning siren to kick off the game. NASCAR driver 
Austin Dillon did the honors at the first intermission. Olympian equestrian 
Doug Payne handled the second intermission. 

MCAVOY SHOCKER 

Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy arrived at PNC Arena around 4:45 
p.m. Tuesday after traveling via private jet from Boston and is expected 
to play after missing Sunday’s Game 4 because of a positive COVID-19 
test. Per the NHL’s protocols, a symptomatic positive test typically 
requires five days of isolation — which would have kept McAvoy out of 
not only Tuesday but Thursday’s Game 6 in Boston — but there are 
scenarios where McAvoy could exit protocols: if his isolation was back-
dated to Thursday, or if he had two negative PCR tests below a specified 
threshold. 

Either way, the Hurricanes were expecting the Bruins to be without both 
McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm but will now have to face the Bruins with 
their No. 1 defenseman back in the lineup. 

MORNING UPDATE 
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The Bruins will again be without defenseman Hampus Lindholm 
(concussion), although Lindholm practiced in Boston on Monday, wearing 
a tinted visor. Brady Skjei was given the day off by the Hurricanes on 
Monday but skated Tuesday morning. Jon McIsaac and Eric Furlatt are 
the referees; Ryan Gibbons and Brad Kovachik are the linesmen. 
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Hurricanes’ Seth Jarvis feeling pain of friendly-fire low blow, ‘fine’ to face 
Bruins 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER AND LUKE DECOCK 

MAY 10, 2022 11:39 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

Two days later, the memory is as painful to Seth Jarvis as his ongoing 
discomfort. 

He somehow managed to return to Sunday’s game after getting in the 
way of a Brendan Smith slap shot that caught him square in the 
midsection, but only after the Carolina Hurricanes rookie was curled up 
on the ice in the fetal position for an extended period of time. 

Boston Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy described a similar misfortune 
suffered by Patrice Bergeron in Game 1 as being “in the male 
department.” Jarvis’ predicament was even worse. 

“That was, I don’t even know how to describe that pain,” Jarvis said 
Tuesday ahead of Game 5 between the Hurricanes and Bruins at PNC 
Arena. “I’m still dealing with it. It still hurts. I don’t know what to say. That 
sucked. It was bad.” 

And it was not something the 20-year-old had ever gone through before. 

“Oh God, no,” Jarvis said. “Never experienced that. Hope I never 
experienced that. I hope I never experience that again.“ 

Nevertheless, Jarvis finished out Game 4 and is back in the lineup for a 
pivotal Game 5 with the series tied 2-2 — ready to go on the ice, still a 
little uncomfortable off of it. 

“Skating’s fine, honestly,” Jarvis said. “Whenever — I don’t know how 
much detail I want to go into — whenever I can wear compression pants, 
it’s good, it’s fine. It’s every other time of the day, everything hurts.” 

CHANGES UNLIKELY 

Antti Raanta was in the starter’s net at Tuesday’s morning skate and 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he and his staff were still 
considering lineup changes but not to expect any. 

The Bruins will again be without top defensemen Charlie McAvoy 
(COVID-19 protocols) and Hampus Lindholm (concussion), although 
Lindholm practiced in Boston on Monday, wearing a tinted visor. Brady 
Skjei was given the day off by the Hurricanes on Monday but skated 
Tuesday morning. 
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Tony DeAngelo doubles down and the Hurricanes take a 3-2 lead: Vibe 
check 

 

Sara Civian 

6-8 minutes 11/05/2022 

 

Given a night to sleep on it, Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo 
didn’t back off the emotion he displayed during the series-evening loss to 
the Bruins in Game 4. He doubled down on it. 

“We’re trying to win a series here,” DeAngelo said after practice Monday. 
“If you don’t have any fire, you’re not going to win. So I’m going to keep 
doing what I’m doing. I’m not concerned about what anybody thinks.” 

The fire in question included a stick flung in the direction of Brad 
Marchand on Sunday as the Bruins forward flung a puck into an empty 
net in a 5-2 Boston win. 

“It was going to be a goal anyway,” DeAngelo said. “It counts. If it knocks 
off his stick, it’s going to count as a goal anyway, so would you rather see 
it go in the net or go wide?” 

If we’re being honest, that explanation might suffice for a player with a 
better track record in the “handling emotions” department. I wonder how 
much energy people would be spending on the antics of Marchand and 
DeAngelo in this first-round series if anyone else were involved. 

The first problem is it’s not anyone else. It’s DeAngelo. No one is going to 
give him the benefit of the doubt. We’ve seen the negative impact he can 
have when he boils over, off the ice and on it: 

The second problem: It’s DeAngelo. He is the Canes’ highest-scoring 
defenseman and their power-play ace. He can’t be a nonfactor if the 
Canes seek a long playoff run, and he especially can’t be more 
damaging than a nonfactor. 

This is why a strong Game 5 outing was crucial after what happened 
Sunday and Monday. And you could forgive those who looked at his 
track record and had some doubts. 

But DeAngelo signed a one-year, $1 million contract with the Canes on a 
mission to prove he’s changed, or at least that he can keep his head 
down and stay out of trouble. Many looked to Jack Adams winner Rod 
Brind’Amour as the perfect guy to help. 

What has Brind’Amour’s philosophy been as far as getting the best out of 
DeAngelo? Did he tell him to cool down after the stick-flinging incident, or 
did he tell him to let the emotion rip? 

“Well, we’ve had lots of conversations,” Brind’Amour said, coyly. 

Whatever the coach has said along the way, the result on the ice is 
undeniable — and was again when it needed to be Tuesday. DeAngelo 
notched a playmaking assist on the Canes’ first goal, then scored his 
own goal to break a 10-attempt power-play drought. He became the first 
defenseman in Hurricanes-Whalers franchise history with multiple three-
point outings in a single postseason. 

So, Brind’Amour must’ve told him to let it rip? 

“Especially bar down,” the coach said, laughing. 

“You guys were trying to stir this up a little,” DeAngelo said. “I’m not really 
worried about it. I think the Boston media might be a little angry tonight, 
but that’s OK.” 

And what did he want to tell those who doubted he’d follow up the flung 
stick with a three-point performance? 

“I’d say you were wrong,” he started. 

“We know how we have to play,” he continued. “Everyone’s probably told 
you the same thing 50 times in a row now: Penalties got us out of our 
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game last game. When you take nine penalties, you aren’t gonna have 
success. We came back tonight. Even the penalties we took could’ve 
gone either way. When we’re on our game five-on-five, we’re very 
confident that we were going to come out on top. We were all over the 
puck tonight. (Antti) Raanta was fantastic, too. Whoever wins the special 
teams battle is usually going to win the game. That’s how it’s going all 
through the playoffs, not just our team. So it happens again tonight.” 

The Canes won 5-1, and they now own a 3-2 series lead over the Bruins. 

On the way, they took only three penalties, they capitalized on the power 
play twice, and zero sticks were flung. 

Vibe check 

• Things could’ve gone only really well or really poorly with how chill the 
pregame vibes were. First, you had Brind’Amour making exactly zero 
tweaks to the lineup after a loss and talk that he was being outcoached. 
Then there was Sebastian Aho’s take on the locker room feeling: “Great, 
great. The boys are excited.” Aho bounced back after two scoreless 
games with two assists and four shots on goal. 

• Seth Jarvis followed up his Game 1 heroics with a two-goal outing. 
“One for each of them,” many of you joked in my Twitter mentions, 
referencing his “lower-body” injury. “I don’t even know how to describe 
that pain. I don’t really know what to say. It sucked,” he said. “I’ve never 
experienced that, and I hope I never experience that again. I don’t know 
how much detail I want to go in. Whenever I can wear compression 
pants, it’s fine. Any other time of the day, everything hurts.” I guess the 
only time of the day that really matters at the moment is puck drop, and 
clearly it hasn’t been an issue. Are the Game 5 compression pants now 
good luck? 

• Antti Raanta was great, stopping 34 of 35 shots, including 10 high-
danger chances at even strength. We use “high danger” loosely when it 
comes to this stat, but some of those looks were actually pretty 
dangerous, especially this one by Marchand with about 13 minutes left in 
the first. 

Hell of a save by Raanta on Marchand all alone after the #Canes blew 
some coverage. 

• It’s a cliche we often spout at this time of year, but it is remarkable how 
much of an impact special teams have had on this series. If you blank the 
other team on the power play, you win the game — with the exception of 
Game 2, when the Canes allowed one short-handed goal. On the flip 
side, if you score on your own power play, you win. The Hurricanes have 
scored first in every game, and that equally spouted cliche has mattered 
far less. “The playoffs, you traditionally think of the power play not being 
as important,” Brind’Amour said. “You would have one or two a game. 
But now we’re seeing who knows how many you could get. It’s so 
important. We’ve beat this to death. It was nice that we only had to kill a 
couple. It only ended up being three. Still three too many, but it was nice 
that the power play got going a little bit. That was a big part of the game.” 
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Bruins have trouble getting in the attacking zone and other observations 
from Game 5 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff, Updated May 10, 2022, 10:02 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Bruins’ Game 5 was a tale of penalties and puck 
luck, turnovers, and some goaltending that wasn’t poor, but surely wasn’t 
sharp. 

The Hurricanes outworked them. They elbowed their way in front, stayed 
there, and made it 4-0 on a deflection on the power play that Jeremy 
Swayman stopped, but couldn’t find. Seth Jarvis collected the loose 
change at 3:31 of the third. The Hurricanes skated away with the game, 
5-1. 

Start the buses. The Bruins are one game from spring tee times. 

Observations from PNC Arena: 

▪ The Bruins couldn’t stay out of the box, though some of those calls 
were questionable, and they weren’t quick enough on the penalty kill. 
They cut two of their power plays short with minors of their own. For as 
badly as they are being outscored (12-5) at five on five in this series, they 
cannot afford to let the Hurricanes go 2 for 5 on the power play (with 11 
shots). 

They also generated little on their own power plays (0 for 3, three shots). 
Not a recipe for success. What’s most concerning: the lack of skating pop 
seen up and down the lineup. Some Bruins are clearly ailing — witness 
Craig Smith limping to the bench — but as a team, they looked a step 
slow, a beat behind the revved-up Canes. When Taylor Hall broke away 
with David Pastrnak on a 2 on 1 midway through the third, Slavin neatly 
swallowed Hall’s cross-ice feed. 

▪ The most energetic moment for the Bruins all night was when 
defenseman Connor Clifton joined the rush and tucked one between Antti 
Raanta’s pads at 10:09 of the third. It was the first goal by a Bruins 
defenseman in this series. 

▪ The Bruins spent little time in the attacking zone and the Hurricanes 
recovered quickly to shut down their breakouts. Their best looks came in 
the first period, when they had seven high-danger chances (to Carolina’s 
two), per Natural Stat Trick. Brad Marchand will be kicking himself for 
one play early on. He was alone in front with Raanta, had time to cut to 
the backhand, fake a forehand, and lift a backhand. Raanta stopped it 
with the cuff of his glove. 

▪ The Grade-A looks flipped in the second (10-2, Hurricanes). Swayman 
made 24 saves through 40 minutes, holding the Bruins in it as they tried 
to solve the Canes’ defense. He was OK, but allowed a few too many 
rebounds … and his first goal against was a softie. 

After Andrei Svechnikov drilled Matt Grzelcyk to put the Bruins out of 
position in the defensive zone, Tony DeAngelo walked the blueline and 
threaded a nifty backhand flip to partner Slavin. The ensuing wrist shot 
from the circle leaked through the netminder at 6:11 of the first. The 
Hurricanes have scored first in all eight meetings this year. 

▪ It’s not difficult to determine why the Hurricanes scored a power play 
goal to make it 2-0. The Bruins, who had done well to block and front 
shots from the point in Games 3 and 4, left DeAngelo open for a one-
timer. The puck deflected in off Charlie McAvoy. 

What’s curious is why the Bruins were killing a penalty in that situation. 
Derek Forbort was whistled for roughing after a scrum that saw him get in 
one extra shot on Max Domi. Forbort had grabbed Domi after the 
Hurricanes winger took the first shot. Why referee Jon McIsaac didn’t 
send them both is a mystery. 

▪ The first period got away from the Bruins, who were outshot, 10-3, from 
the first Hurricanes goal. Turnovers were an issue early, the Hurricanes 
nearly going on several breakaways. Late in the period, a tired Clifton 
made a backhand, cross-ice pass to his partner, and Jordan Staal picked 
it off for an easy Grade-A chance. 

▪ Puck luck certainly wasn’t on the Bruins’ side in Game 5. At 15:52 of the 
second, the Hurricanes made it 3-0 on this bizarre play: Brandon Carlo’s 
clearing attempt clanked off Jake DeBrusk’s skates, and the puck 
fluttered over Swayman’s shoulder. 

▪ McAvoy, a surprise return from COVID protocol, looked like his usual 
self. He logged 18:30 through two periods. McAvoy arrived at the rink at 
4:40 p.m., shortly after taking a private flight to Raleigh, and on his first 
shift threw a hit on Svechnikov, won a puck battle, and made a quick chip 
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off the boards to put the Bruins on the rush. In his next shift, he was 
behind the Hurricanes goal. Next shift, more of the same. 
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Hurricanes gain second wind with return home, take Game 5 from 
Bruins, 5-1 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff, Updated May 11, 2022, 12:01 a.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — There was still 1:34 to drain from the clock in a game 
that turned lopsided on the Bruins in the third period but was probably 
over in the first. 

When the puck went into the bench and stopped play, it gave the PNC 
Arena DJ a chance to have some fun. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had a 5-1 win in the bag, and DJ Mista Illz 
decided the most fitting sounds for a late-game celebration was a Boston 
favorite: “Sweet Caroline.” The 19,163 fans on hand belted out the “Ohs” 
as if they were at Fenway Park. 

Whether it was coincidental or it was a twist of the dagger the Hurricanes 
had already driven into the Bruins, it served its purpose. 

The Bruins, facing elimination in their first-round series, had to grin, bear 
it, and hope they got a chance to hear the tune when they return to TD 
Garden on Thursday for Game 6. 

Even with Charlie McAvoy arriving at the last minute after being cleared 
from NHL COVID protocols, the Bruins were overwhelmed. The 
Hurricanes are a different monster at home and a different monster with 
a lead and they pushed the Bruins, who had just climbed out of a 2-0 
hole to even the series. 

“Obviously, do-or-die situation is not the one we want to be in,” said the 
Bruins’ Brad Marchand. “But all that matters is that we regroup and get 
prepared for the next one. 

“We know they’re going to push. They’re a good team. You can see 
they’re very hungry right now. But we just have to give it everything we 
have the next one and hope there’s a tomorrow.” 

Seth Jarvis scored two goals, Tony DeAngelo had a goal and two 
assists, and Teuvo Teravainen had three assists for the Hurricanes. Antti 
Raanta made 34 saves and was but a late Connor Clifton goal from 
earning the first postseason shutout of his career. 

Despite long odds after falling behind in the series, the Bruins believed 
they regained some control by protecting home ice. But as the series 
swung back to Raleigh, instead they paid for the same mistakes that lost 
them the first two games. 

“Most teams feed off their home crowd, especially playoff time,” said 
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy. “They’re still a younger group, so that 
affects you even more. I think they’re good no matter where they play, to 
be honest with you. They came into our building earlier this year and 
showed us that.” 

The Hurricanes have scored first in all five games (and eight straight 
going back to the three regular-season meetings). Jaccob Slavin 
provided the first strike. He had Andrei Svechnikov screening Jeremy 
Swayman in front and his wrist shot slipped through at 6:11. 

The Bruins fell behind 2-0 after DeAngelo converted on the power play. 

The Hurricanes have been able to count on first-period power plays like 
clockwork. Six of their 22 power-play opportunities over the first four 

games came in the first period. A roughing penalty on Derek Forbort 
gave them their second man-advantage of the period at 11:21. 

DeAngelo one-timed a slap shot off a pass from Teravainen that whistled 
by Swayman (33 saves). The score was just Carolina’s third in 24 power-
play opportunities this series 

A two-goal deficit has been essentially insurmountable in these playoffs. 
Going back to the regular season, the Bruins had lost 14 straight after 
falling behind by two goals. Two of those losses came at the hands of the 
Hurricanes. 

With the lead, the Hurricanes could get comfortable. They stayed out of 
the penalty box until 7:57 in the second, they won faceoffs, they blocked 
shots, and they kept the Bruins’ quiet. 

The Bruins got their first power play at 7:57 in the second. David 
Pastrnak got the looked he wanted — a one-time slap shot from the left 
circle — but Raanta slid right to make the save. 

The advantage was cut short with 14 seconds left when McAvoy was 
called for interference. The Bruins took just two shots on the power play. 

The Hurricanes had the advantage once Jesperi Kotkaniemi got out of 
the box. The Bruins killed the penalty but gave up a goal just as the 
power-play expired. The Bruins couldn’t clear the puck after Swayman 
stopped Sebastian Aho’s shot from the slot. Jarvis was in front of the net 
to swipe at the rebound, but he was wiped out by Brandon Carlo, who 
tried to slap the puck out of danger, but instead, the puck ricocheted off 
the skate of Jake DeBrusk. As the puck sailed his way, Swayman flailed 
desperately to stop it, but couldn’t. 

The goal was credited to Jarvis, who sprung up from the ice to celebrate 
a stroke of puck luck more than anything else. 

The bad bounce made an uphill battle that much steeper for the Bruins. 

Jarvis didn’t need any luck on his unassisted power-play goal at 3:31 in 
the third. The score piled on to what was already a foregone conclusion. 

The Bruins will head back to Boston clinging to the fact that neither team 
has won a road game yet. 

“So far, it’s been a homer series,” Cassidy said. “So we’d like to continue 
that for now. The Garden has been good to us in this series, so I think 
our guys will be obviously motivated.” 

But the harsh reality is that even if they force a Game 7, they’ll have to 
return to a building where they haven’t won since 2020. All-time, the 
Bruins are 2-8 when they fall behind 3-2 in a best-of-seven series. 

“They need to be motivated to play,” Cassidy said. “Because, if we don’t 
play well, that’s it. It’s over.” 
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Splits and shuffles are part of Bruce Cassidy’s moves behind the bench 
for Bruins 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff, Updated May 10, 2022, 6:47 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH. N.C. — To Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, a series doesn’t truly 
begin to take shape until animosity grows, until adjustments have to be 
made, until one team throws a punch and the other responds. 

The Bruins lost the first two games of their first-round matchup against 
the Carolina Hurricanes, putting themselves on the wrong side of long 
odds. But Cassidy expected a long series and now the teams are in the 
thick of one. 
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What got them to Game 5 on Tuesday at PNC Arena was a string of 
adjustments Cassidy made as his team had its back against the wall. 

“Every coach enjoys it,” Cassidy said. “It’s part of the game. When it 
works out, you look like a genius. When it doesn’t, you’re an idiot. It’s just 
part of the drill.” 

So far in this series, Cassidy has: 

▪ Split the top defensive pairing of Hampus Lindholm and Charlie 
McAvoy; 

▪ Reunited the top line of Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron, and David 
Pastrnak; 

▪ Moved Jake DeBrusk to the third line and also the first power-play unit; 

▪ Replaced Linus Ullmark with Jeremy Swayman after opening the series 
with two losses; 

▪ Played five forwards on a power play in Game 3; 

All of these decisions have gone Cassidy’s way and the Bruins climbed 
out of a 2-0 hole because of them. Cassidy said the changes he makes 
are within a larger structure he sees for the team. 

“We’re never going to get outside of how we play,” Cassidy said. “I just 
don’t think you can play 82 games and decide to make a switch now 
when you really don’t practice either. When you change a lot, you need 
time and repetition to get it right.” 

Cassidy experimented during the regular season. Even when he found 
combinations that worked, he looked for more possibilities knowing he 
might need them in the postseason. That tinkering, he said, makes it 
easier to shift gears in the playoffs. 

“The guys then are used to it,” Cassidy said. “It’s not like a shock to the 
system, ‘Well, what do you mean all of a sudden I’m playing with this 
center, not that center?’ So moving pieces around in season can 
certainly prepare them for, ‘You know what, don’t look to your left or right, 
just look in the mirror and take care of business.’ That’s kind of the 
messaging this time of year with injuries or changing lines or whatever it 
happens to be.” 

“You’ve got to trust him,” Taylor Hall said. “He’s our coach, he’s a great 
coach and we’re about getting wins here. So whatever lines or combos or 
anything, jersey colors, whatever is going to change the mojo for us and 
get us to win hockey games is what we’re going to do and we’re all 
bought into that.” 

Hampus Lindholm out again 

The Bruins were without defenseman Hampus Lindholm for the third 
straight game. 

Lindholm, who suffered an upper-body injury in Game 2 on a brutal hit by 
Andrei Svechnikov, did not travel with the team to Raleigh for Game 5. 

Cassidy said he was hopeful to have Lindholm back when the Bruins 
return to Boston for Game 6. 

“We’re never going to have one guy that’s going to replace either of 
them,” said Matt Grzelcyk, referring to when they go without Charlie 
McAvoy and/or Lindholm. “We’re going to do it by committee and I think 
guys really take a lot of pride in that and want to buckle down.” 

Best-case scenario 

Before Tuesday, the only team in these playoffs to win after trailing by 
two goals was the Pittsburgh Penguins, who overcame a 2-0 deficit in 
their 4-3 triple-overtime win over the New York Rangers in Game 1. 

“Good teams know how to close out games,” Cassidy said. “I think that’s 
a big part of it. Whereas in the regular season, you’re just not as dialed in 
and you have some teams that just don’t do it that often. So I think that’s 
the biggest thing. 

“This time of the year, guys know what needs to be done. You’ve got to 
manage the puck at the blue lines. You have to be willing to get in the 
shooting lane. You might have to take a punch in the head. I think it’s just 
what you do in the playoffs.” 

The Toronto Maple Leafs turned the trick Tuesday, overcoming a 2-0 
hole to beat the Tampa Bay Lightning, 4-3, taking a 3-2 series lead in the 
process. 
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Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy able to clear COVID protocol, fly 
down in time to play Game 5 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff, Updated May 10, 2022, 11:30 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Bruins, the NHL, and Charlie McAvoy offered no 
clear explanation as to how the defenseman cleared league COVID 
protocol hours before Game 5 against the Carolina Hurricanes after 
entering protocol just two days before. 

According to a league spokesman, “He’s five days past initial symptoms 
and has been cleared.” 

McAvoy entered protocol Sunday. A five-day window would have placed 
his initial symptoms Thursday, which would mean he played in Game 4 in 
Boston despite showing signs. 

When asked whether McAvoy played when he was symptomatic, the 
NHL spokesman had no response. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy, who typically takes a hands-off approach to 
injuries, did the same with this matter. 

“Well, I can tell you, for the most part, our doctors tell me he’s going into 
protocol,” Cassidy explained. “Then, they tell ‘em today, he’s coming out 
at about, I don’t know, lunch time . . . He’s going to get on a private plan 
and he’s going to be available because he got cleared. 

“Whatever happened in between, I didn’t even take any interest in 
because I don’t know anything about the protocols. So that’s all I know. 

“We were planning on playing without him. It’s a nice surprise he got 
taken out of protocol to get him in the lineup. You could see that missing 
some time that he wasn’t 100 percent, but he gave it what he had and he 
should be better in Game 6.” 

McAvoy, who played a game-high 25:14 in the Bruins’ 5-1 loss to the 
Hurricanes, met with the media postgame and asked not to be 
questioned about the details surrounding his return. 

McAvoy doesn’t want to talk about what happened with protocol, just 
says he is cleared. “I went through it, made it out the other side.” 
pic.twitter.com/1ZHbeKBAyR 

— Matt Porter (@mattyports) May 11, 2022 

“I know a lot of you are going to ask questions about the COVID stuff, but 
I cleared protocol today,” McAvoy said. “So that’s where we’re at now, 
and I just want to leave it in the past, if you guys are able to respect that, 
and we can just talk about the game.” 

He was asked when he first felt symptoms. 

“Respectfully, I’d like to leave it in the past,” McAvoy said. “I made it 
through the protocol and was able to join the team today.” 

He acknowledged that he went through COVID symptoms but didn’t 
elaborate beyond that. 
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“Yeah, I got sick,” he said. “I went through it, made it out the other side, 
and here we are now.” 
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Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm not able to return for Tuesday 
night’s Game 5 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff, Updated May 10, 2022, 1:09 p.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Bruins will be without defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm for the third straight game on Tuesday night. 

Lindholm, who suffered an upper-body injury in Game 2 of the first-round 
series against the Hurricanes after a brutal hit by Carolina’s Andrei 
Svechnikov, did not travel with the team for Game 5. 

Lindholm has skated the last few days, and coach Bruce Cassidy is 
hopeful to have him back for Game 6 Thursday night in Boston. 
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Bruins come up empty in Carolina, trail series 3-2 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

The Black and Gold vibes were good on Tuesday afternoon. Coming off 
two inspirational home wins, the Bruins got an unexpected boost when 
Charlie McAvoy, fresh out of COVID protocol, unexpectedly arrived at 
PNC Arena, and fans back in Boston surely had visions of a third straight 
victory in Game 5. 

Then the puck was dropped and the Carolina Hurricanes simply 
reasserted the dominance they’ve flexed in their home rink, cashing in on 
early opportunities that the B’s could not to capture a 5-1 victory. For the 
third straight time in Raleigh in this series, a promising start fizzled 
quickly. 

The B’s can only hope that the home cooking in this series continues 
through Game 6 at the Garden on Thursday, because they now trail the 
best-of-seven series 3-2 and the next loss will end their season. 

“Again, three times in this buidling and I thought we were the better the 
first six, seven minutes. They had one chance and it found it’s way in and 
that gives them a lot of juice,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “Not enough up 
and down the lineup. We’re going to need a little more, whether it’s 
working hard to keep the puck out of the net, which we did up in Boston a 
lot better, blocking shots, finishing checks so guys can’t join the rush, 
sorting out coverages quick. The first goal shouldn’t happen if we were 
on our toes defensively. So that concerns me. We need to get some guys 
going. That’s on me to find a way to get them going. But it’s also the time 
of year where that inner drive comes through.” 

On a night when nothing went in for the B’s top line, the rest of the lineup 
failed to pick anyone up. After falling down 2-0, Cassidy tried all sorts of 
line combinations, but nothing worked. Taylor Hall hasn’t scored a 5-on-5 
goal since Game 1. Craig Smith is without a goal in the series. Tomas 
Nosek hasn’t scored a goal since Jan. 2 and was stapled to the bench in 
the second period. Erik Haula has not been the presence he was in the 
second half of the regular season. Outside of his shorthanded goal in 

Game 3 – and it was a huge goal – Charlie Coyle has not had his usual 
cycling puck-possession shifts on a regular basis. 

Meanwhile, Cassidy said he learned around lunchtime that McAvoy had 
cleared protocol and was joining the team. McAvoy, who met reporters 
wearing an N95 mask, did not want to get into detail on how he was able 
to get out of protocol. 

“I got sick, I went through it, made it out the other side and here we are 
now,” said McAvoy, who wouldn’t say when he first started feeling 
symptoms. 

McAvoy skated a game-high 25:14. 

“I’m a little tired, but I’m just working through it and I’m on the other side 
of it now. I look forward to feeling better every day,” he said. 

Hampus Lindholm, who missed his third straight game after suffering a 
suspected concussion, could return for Game 6. But there’s another 
decision looming for Cassidy – the goaltender. Jeremy Swayman, who 
allowed a leaky goal on Carolina’s first tally in his third straight start, has 
not started four consecutive games all year. 

“(Swayman) was not as clean as he had been. I thought he had some 
tough puck luck,” said Cassidy, adding he’ll make a decision on whether 
it will be Swayman or Linus Ullmark for Game 6 either Wednesday or 
Thursday. 

Like the first two games of the series in Carolina, the B’s competitiveness 
waned dramatically after the first goal against. And for the eighth time in 
game between the two teams in the season series, the Canes took the 
first lead of the game at 6:11, despite yet another promising start . 

First, Andrei Svechnikov knocked Matt Grzelcyk off the puck at along the 
left boards, keeping the Carolina attack alive. Tony DeAngelo, embroiled 
in all sorts of beefs in Sunday’s Game 3, answered with an excellent first 
period. He made a nifty backhand pass to Jaccob Slavin on the right side 
and Slavin ripped a shot from the right dot that broke through Swayman 
and dribbled over the line. It was one Swayman would have liked back. 

Then a penalty was called on Derek Forbort that the refs should want 
back. After Forbort and Max Domi got into some routine pushing and 
shoving after a whistle, Forbort was the lone player sent to the box. It 
was a game-changing bad call. 

“Not surprised at all. Nope,” said Cassidy on the call, leaving his feelings 
wide open for interpretation. “We knew what we were facing coming in 
here after last game and we’ve just got to a better job on the penalty kill.” 

The Canes looked much more confident on the power play than they did 
in Boston, and DeAngelo smoked a slapper past three would-be shot-
blockers and finally Swayman at 12:17 for the 2-0 Carolina lead. 

Before they fell behind, the B’s had numerous chances to take the first 
lead of the season series. The best one came for Brad Marchand, who 
was all alone in front and threw just about every move in his book before 
he flipped a backhander which Antti Raanta snared with his glove. 

They went down 3-0 at 15:52 of the second when Murphy’s Law came 
into full effect. Just at the end of the Carolina power-play, Brandon 
Carlo’s clear attempt bounced off Jake DeBrusk and past Swayman for a 
3-0 Carolina lead at 15:52. Seth Jarvis was the lucky Cane to get credit 
for the goal. 

From that point on, it was mostly about conserving energy for the B’s last 
stand at the Garden. 

“A lot of what-ifs in the game. What-if is not something we’re going to 
look at a whole lot right now. It doesn’t matter,” said Marchand. “All that 
matters is we let this one go. Whether you win or lose, you have to have 
the same recipe. You have to let it go. We can look back and dissect the 
game and wish we scored here or there to tie it up. We didn’t, didn’t win 
and it doesn’t matter. It’s all about the next one now.” 

And the next one, the B’s know all to well, could be their last one. 
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Bruins notebook: Taylor Hall adjusting to life without David Pastrnak 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

Separating David Pastrnak from Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand 
back in January saved the Bruins’ playoff hopes. Reuniting them now 
very well could be what is keeping their Stanley Cup hopes alive. 

But with that re-loading of the top line that had been so successful for 
years, it has forced another one of the B’s high-end stars to adjust. 

When Pastrnak was dropped to the second line on New Year’s Day, 
Taylor Hall’s game — stagnant for the first three months of the season — 
took off. Right now? Not so much. But before Tuesday’s 5-1 loss in 
Game 5, Hall said he is fully on board with going with what’s working in 
the moment. It is the playoffs after all, and he’ll have to figure out a way 
for his line with Erik Haula and new right wing Craig Smith to be effective, 
one way or another. 

Going into Tuesday’s Game 5 against the Carolina Hurricanes, Hall has 
not been able to make much of an impact since scoring in Game 1 (he 
did score an important power-play goal in Game 3). He was also a team-
worst minus-6, though the effort certainly seems to be there, as 
evidenced by his end-to-end back check in Game 4. 

This time of year is less about stats, and more about finding ways to 
contribute to win. 

“Their line’s rolling, and the other three lines on our team right now, it’s 
about letting them do their thing and then when we get out there, and (it’s 
figuring out), ‘Can we contribute? Can we add to that? Can we be a line 
that makes a difference, other than them?’ That’s our focus,” said Hall 
speaking to reporters in Raleigh before Game 5. “Whether I’m playing 
with Smitty or Pasta, I still have to attack and make plays and use my 
feet and use my speed when I need to. No matter who I’m playing with, if 
I’m doing that, it’s going to be a good night for me and whatever line I’m 
on, usually. It’s a bit of an adjustment. They’re a tough team defensively. 
They’re probably the best defensive team in the league. It’s not like they 
have one defensive pair that is shut-down and then the rest are just so-
so. They have three really good pairs and three pairs that are hard to 
play against. And for our line, it’s about cracking that code.” 

It didn’t get any better for Hall on Tuesday, who was on the ice for the 
Hurricanes’ first goal and neither he nor Smith did much to stop the 
Carolina’s puck movement up high. 

With the series shifting back to Raleigh, that gave Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour the right to last change, which could make things difficult if 
the B’s went too top heavy against the effective Jordan Staal checking 
line. Coach Bruce Cassidy said he might tinker with the lines and that’s 
exactly what he did in second period when the B’s were down 2-0. Hall 
got some shifts wiht Pastrnak, but nothing really worked for any line. 

“It will be an in-game decision, in the moment. We’re down to a best two-
out-of-three, so we’ll do whatever is right in-game to get back on track,” 
said Cassidy before the game. “That was the reason for it, late in the 
second period of Game 2, whenever we switched back. I just felt we 
needed some offensive momentum and those two guys could benefit 
from seeing each other, March and Pasta, and they have. We’ll see. A 
lot’s made of the matchup, and they’ll control that for the most part. We 
scored a couple of goals off faceoffs the other day and sometimes icing 
can take you out of your matchup. So that’s something we’ll keep an eye 
on it. At the end of the day, those guys have played against all the best in 
the National Hockey League almost year to year. Yes, it’s a challenge for 

them, but they’ve also been through these so that’s what they’re up 
against.” 

Whatever happens, Hall has put his trust in Cassidy. 

“You’ve got to trust him. He’s our coach, he’s a great coach,” said Hall. 
“And we’re about getting wins here. Whatever lines or combos or 
whatever it is, jersey colors, if it’s going to change the mojo for us and get 
us to win hockey games is what we’re going to do and we’ve all bought 
into that.”. 

McAvoy arrives in Raleigh 

Charlie McAvoy, who missed Game 4 because he was in COVID 
protocol, made a dramatic late-afternoon arrival to Raleigh via private jet 
and was indeed suited up for the Bruins in Game 5 against the 
Hurricanes. McAvoy’s arrival at PNC Arena was witnessed by reporters 
in Raleigh. 

Cassidy said after the morning skate that McAvoy was not going to play 
but the star defenseman somehow hit the right criteria in the NHL’s 
complicated protocol to travel to the game. 

McAvoy played in Game 3 last Friday at the Garden but was then one of 
a handful of players who did not practice on Saturday. Then just as 
warmups began before Sunday’s Game 4, the Bruins announced he had 
entered the league’s COVID protocol. 

The insertion of McAvoy into the lineup meant Josh Brown was 
scratched. 

Hampus Lindholm, meanwhile, remained sidelined after suffering a big 
hit from Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2. 

After the morning skate, it was still believed that both players would be 
out. 

“We’d obviously love to have those guys back in our lineup. They make a 
huge difference for us,” said Matt Grzelcyk. “But we’ve always had that 
next man up mentality, no matter what. Our backs have been against the 
wall there, especially the last two games. We had to win those games. 
We’re never going to have one guy that’s going to replace either of them. 
We’ve got to do it by committee and guys really take a lot of pride in that 
and buckle down. It’s fun to be a part of. Obviously, those are challenging 
times for sure. It can be a little uneasy before the game when we don’t 
have those guys, but we have great leaders in the room. They lead and 
we follow.” 

Grzelcyk, meanwhile, had a rough game. He was victimized on the first 
goal and he took two minor stick penalties. He’s minus-6 in the series. If 
Lindholm can return for Game 6, Cassidy will have a decision to make on 
whether to sit Grzelcyk or Mike Reilly… 

Neither Haula (11:19 of icetime) and Tomas Nosek (7:09) recorded a 
shot on net… 

Tony DeAngelo may have lost his mind a little bit in Game 4 in Boston, 
but he made a terrific heel turn on Tuesday. DeAngelo made nice assist 
on Jaccob Slavin’s first goal and then blasted slapshot past Jeremy 
Swayman for the second goal. He finished with 1-2-3 totals and was 
plus-2 in 21:00 of icetime. 

“I think the Boston media might be a little angry tonight but that’s OK,” 
said a smiling DeAngelo, playing his role to the hilt. 
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Bruins should stick with rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman in must-win 
Game 6 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 11, 2022 

 

Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins will be fighting to save their season Thursday night 
when they host the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 6 at TD Garden, and 
the goalie who gives them the best chance to force a Game 7 is Jeremy 
Swayman. 

The rookie netminder got the Bruins back in the series with wins in Game 
3 and Game 4 in Boston this past weekend. He made 49 saves on 53 
shots (.924 save percentage) over those two victories. Swayman gave 
the Bruins much-needed improvement in net after veteran Linus Ullmark 
allowed eight goals in two losses on the road to begin the series. 

Game 5 at PNC Arena was a step back for Swayman. He allowed four 
goals on 37 shots as the Bruins were pushed to the brink of elimination 
with a 5-1 loss Tuesday night. 

These Bruins players must step up or their season will end vs. 
Hurricanes 

How would Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy assess Swayman's latest 
performance? 

“Not as clean as he has been. I thought he had some tough puck luck,” 
Cassidy said. “I think the second goal goes off Charlie (Coyle). It's a 
tough screen. The first one, we talk about timely saves, they got a few 
early on. We need that one.” 

Cassidy later added: "(Swayman) gave us a chance after that. There was 
a stretch there we weren’t very good in front of him. Mismanaged some 
pucks. He made some timely saves to give us a chance to stay in it. So 
I’m certainly not putting this on Jeremy. We need to finish a little better 
when we get our opportunities early. That's an issue for us." 

Swayman didn't play great in Game 5, but he definitely wasn't one of the 
top three reasons why the Bruins lost. For starters, the Bruins scored 
only one goal, and it came in the third period with the 'Canes leading 4-0. 
The B's also didn't make it easy for Swayman by giving up 38 shots, 40 
scoring chances and 19 high-danger chances, per Natural Stat Trick. 

The first Carolina goal he absolutely should have saved, though. 
Swayman was able to get a piece of the puck on Jaccob Slavin's shot 
from the left faceoff circle, but it still got through and barely tricked over 
the goal line.  

The second Hurricanes goal came on the power play. Tony DeAngelo's 
shot from the point found its way through three Bruins players and past 
Swayman off a deflection. There's no way Swayman could've seen the 
puck with that much traffic in front of him. 

The Hurricanes were buzzing early in the second period and easily 
could've put the game away sooner. Swayman kept the Bruins within 
striking distance, but they couldn't trim the deficit until it was too late. 

Cassidy told reporters after Game 5 that he hasn't decided on which 
goalie will be in net for Game 6.  

“We’ll regroup and decide that tomorrow or Thursday,” Cassidy said. 

Swayman deserves to start the next game. He responded well in a high-
pressure Game 3 situation, which was essentially a must-win matchup 
for Boston. When the Bruins have defended well and dominated on the 
penalty kill in this series, it's been with Swayman in net. 

Swayman gives the Bruins the best odds to extend their season to a 
Game 7 on Saturday, but it has to be a team effort. The Bruins need to 
give him some more help. 

One way to do that would be scoring first and not falling behind by two or 
more goals. The Hurricanes have opened the scoring in every game this 
series and own a 45-1-0 record (3-0-0 in Round 1) whenever they've led 
by two-plus goals. 
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Bruins takeaways: Another bad start in Game 5 pushes B's to brink of 
elimination 

 

Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins have no more margin for error. 

The Hurricanes regained the momentum in their first-round playoff series 
against the Bruins with a dominant 5-1 victory in Tuesday night's Game 5 
at PNC Arena. Carolina now has a 3-2 series lead and can eliminate 
Boston in Thursday night's Game 6 at TD Garden.  

The Bruins are 0-4-0 and have been outscored 18-4 in Carolina this 
season, with those last three losses coming in this series.  

The B's now need to win back-to-back games to save their season. The 
last time they won a Game 6 at home and a Game 7 on the road to 
overcome a 3-2 series deficit was the 2011 Stanley Cup Final versus the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

Before looking ahead to Game 6, here are three takeaways from Bruins-
Hurricanes Game 5. 

1) Poor start dooms Bruins again 

The Hurricanes have scored the first goal in all eight of their games 
against the Bruins this season, including each matchup in this Round 1 
series.  

Carolina got on the board at 6:11 of the first period when defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin fired a shot past B's goalie Jeremy Swayman from inside 
the left faceoff circle. Swayman, who caught a piece of the puck but not 
enough, should've done better to stop that shot. 

The Hurricanes doubled their lead six minutes later on the power play. 
Bruins defenseman Derek Forbort got a rough whistle after a scrum and 
was the only player involved to go to the penalty box. 'Canes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo fired a shot from the point through traffic 
and past Swayman for his first goal of the series. 

The Bruins didn't respond well after the first goal. Instead of playing 
desperate hockey to tie the score, they were outshot 10-3 over the final 
13:49 of the opening period. The Hurricanes played with much more 
energy and physicality, and their effort was rewarded with a two-goal 
advantage. 

Falling behind by multiple goals to the Hurricanes and beating them is a 
nearly impossible task for opponents given Carolina's 45-1-0 record (3-0-
0 this series) in those situations this season. 

2) 'Canes still the better team at even strength 

The Hurricanes entered this game with a 12-6 edge in goals scored and 
a 79-75 advantage in scoring chances during 175:55 of even-strength ice 
time in this series. Carolina improved on those numbers in Game 5. 

Here's a look at the Hurricanes' advantage at even strength Tuesday 
night: 

Scoring chances: 30-23 Hurricanes 

High-danger chances: 13-10 

Goals: 3-1 Hurricanes 

The Bruins can't rely on special teams to save their season. The have to 
play much better at even strength, which they absolutely are capable of 
doing. The B's ranked No. 4 in goals against, No. 1 in shots on net 
against and No. 1 in scoring chances against through 82 regular season 
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games. That's the team that must show up over the next two games if the 
Bruins are going to win the series. 

3) Advantage Carolina on special teams 

Special teams powered the Bruins to wins in Game 3 and Game 4 in 
Boston. In Game 5, special teams was a huge reason why the B's lost. 

Boston's penalty kill was fantastic in the previous two matchups, blocking 
tons of shots and prevent the Hurricanes from scoring on all 10 of their 
power-play opportunities. The penalty kill struggled Thursday night, 
allowing two goals, 10 shots on net and 10 scoring chances on five 
Carolina power plays. 

The Bruins couldn't clear the puck on an early third-period penalty kill and 
the puck ended up in the back of their net. This goal, credited to 'Canes 
rookie Seth Jarvis, pretty much ended any chance of Boston making a 
comeback. 

The Bruins' own power play was unable to provide a much-needed spark 
offensively, failing to score on all three of its opportunities. The B's also 
shot themselves in the foot by taking penalties on two of their power play 
chances. 
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Report: McAvoy expected to play in Game 5 after clearing COVID 
protocols 

 

Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins will get a significant boost to their lineup in Thursday 
night's pivotal Game 5 against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. 

Matt Porter of the Boston Globe shared a picture of Bruins defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy arriving to the arena a few hours before puck drop. He 
later reported that McAvoy has cleared the NHL's COVID-19 protocol and 
will play. 

McAvoy was a surprise scratch from Sunday afternoon's Game 4 
because he had been placed in the COVID protocol. The Bruins, despite 
being without McAvoy and star defenseman Hampus Lindholm (upper 
body injury), still beat the 'Canes 5-2 to even the series at two wins 
apiece. 

McAvoy is one of the top five or seven defenseman in the entire league. 
He's a two-way superstar and plays for the Bruins in all situations. 
McAvoy's return to the lineup likely will result in Josh Brown exiting the 
lineup. 

Puck drop is scheduled for 7 p.m. ET. 
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Marchand's resurgence gives Bruins new life with dominant Game 4 win 

 

Nick Goss 

 

BOSTON -- Brad Marchand is a big-game player, and he delivered in a 
major way this weekend to help the Bruins tie their first-round playoff 
series against the Hurricanes at two wins apiece. 

The NHL's best all-around left winger scored the go-ahead goal in Game 
3 -- his first 5-on-5 tally since April 2 -- to help the Bruins win 4-2. He was 
even more impressive in Sunday afternoon's Game 4, posting five points 
(two goals, three assists) in a dominant effort en route to a 5-2 victory, 
despite the B's not having their top two defensemen -- Charlie McAvoy 
and Hampus Lindholm -- in the lineup. 

"We talk about character -- he's got a letter on his sweater for a reason," 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy said of Marchand. "He's a battler. He's 
been a competitive guy his whole life. He's not going to get down too 
long. This is the time of year he loves to play. He's shown that. 

"Now you're at home and you've got the crowd behind you that's pushing 
you. You've got some animosity, now we're in Game 3 and 4, there's 
some chirping going on now, too, and that I think can elevate his game 
as well. It's bright lights time, and I think Marshy has always been pretty 
good with that, and tonight it worked out really well for him." 

Rod Brind'Amour has candid take on failed coach's challenge in Game 4 
loss to Bruins 

Marchand played a key role in four of the Bruins' five goals. 

It started when Patrice Bergeron evened the score 1-1 with a goal late in 
the first period. Marchand picked up an assist on the play. He tallied 
another assist on Jake DeBrusk's power-play tally late in the second 
period, too, which was one of the most pivotal moments in the game. 

The Bruins opened the third period with a 5-on-3 power play. It was a 
massive opportunity for the B's to cash in and take the lead, especially 
after they failed to convert on a 5-on-3 advantage earlier in the afternoon. 

Marchand took charge and fired a laser of a shot past Hurricanes goalie 
Antti Raanta 44 seconds into the period to give Boston a 3-2 advantage. 

For the second straight game, Marchand scored to give the Bruins the 
lead. But he wasn't done after putting Boston ahead for the first time 
Sunday. 

He picked up a primary helper on David Pastrnak's goal in the third 
period that increased Boston's lead to 4-2. It was a perfectly executed set 
play off the faceoff win by Bergeron.  

Marchand had only one assist (on the power play) with just two shots on 
net at 5-on-5 over the first two games in Carolina. The Bruins lost both 
matchups by a combined score of 10-3 to fall into an 0-2 series hole. 

The B's needed a much, much better performance from their top 
forwards, especially Marchand, after he led the team in scoring with 80 
points in 70 games during the regular season. 

Marchand answered the challenge with eight points (three goals, five 
assists), six shots on net and tremendous production on both the power 
play (three points) and the penalty kill over the last two games.  He's the 
primary reason why the B's are going back to PNC Arena with a chance 
to take a 3-2 series lead Tuesday night.   

"We're playing for our season. It's really tough when you lose guys like 
(McAvoy and Lindholm), they're great players and play big minutes, but it 
doesn't mean you can roll over and fold," Marchand said. 

"There's a lot of pride in the (locker) room, a lot of character. We've 
always shown that. Luckily we were able to pull out a couple wins. But 
regardless of how the next game plays out, we have to make sure we're 
prepared. They're going to come out hard." 
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Murph's Take: Bruins Can't Shut Tony DeAngelo, Canes Up In Game 5 
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By Jimmy Murphy 

 

The Boston Bruins allowed Tony DeAngelo to back up his big mouth and 
the Carolina Hurricanes to once again embarrass them at PNC Arena in 
a 5-1 loss in Game 5 that now leaves the Bruins in a do-or-die Game 6 at 
TD Garden on Thursday. 

Despite his ignorant clown show off the ice, no one can argue that with 
the exception of Hurricanes forward Jordan Staal (1g, 2a) and his 
defensive prowess, Tony DeAngelo has been the MVP of the series with 
a goal and five assists. Not only did he score the eventual game-winning 
goal on the powerplay 12:15 into the first period. The new Public Enemy 
No. 1 for Bruins fans, that actually challenged two teenage Boston Bruins 
faithful to a fight following Game 4, finished Game 5 with a goal and two 
assists. Tony DeAngelo now has a goal and seven assists in five games 
this series. 

Following Game 5, Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour was asked 
if he had to reel DeAngelo in since Game 4 when the controversial 
rearguard essentially lost his marbles and completely lacked discipline? 

“We’ve had lots of conversations and I’ll just leave it at that.” 

The same reporter then replied: 

“So you told him to reel it in?” 

“I told him to let it rip and just go bardown,” said the Hurricanes bench 
boss. 

Well Tony DeAngelo did just that for his first goal of the postseason and 
is now tied for first in assists with seven helpers in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, and fourth in points with eight. Following the game, the 
embattled Carolina Hurricanes defenseman didn’t pass up a chance to 
take a shot at the media covering the Boston Bruins and rub salt in the 
collective wound of Bruins fans. 

“Yeah, I mean you guys are trying to stir that up a little more than me, I’m 
not too worried about it,” the snarky and outspoken rearguard said. “I 
think the Boston media might be a little angry tonight, but that’s okay.” 

Honestly, Tony I’m more angry at the fact that P.K. Subban, called you, a 
known and unapologetic racist, ‘a great guy’ and ‘must see tv’! The tone 
deafness of that description of you is why this country is where it is, but I 
digress. 

While that is clearly up for debate, DeAngelo still torched the Boston 
Bruins after doing his best to hand them Game 4 on a platter. The Bruins 
did a great job of capitalizing on a Hurricanes team that was seemingly 
stuck in quicksand in Game 4 and the Canes did the same in Game 5. 
The Perfection Line of Brad Marchand-Patrice Bergeron-David Pastrnak 
did all they could – when they weren’t split up due to matchups – to help 
their team take a 3-2 series lead, but the bottom nine just didn’t show up. 

“At the end of the day, you need the guys behind them following. That’s 
what we’re looking at, the middle of the order or whatever you want to 
call it,” Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy said. “They can bring 
more offensively, and if not they’ve got to be tight defensively and get the 
job done at the other end. 

Some nights if it’s your top guys and special teams and goaltending — 
that was the story in Boston. As long as you’re pulling on the rope and 
contributing in some shape or form, we’re good with that. Obviously the 
guys who are used to scoring, they want to contribute in that manner, but 
help us win then, if the puck isn’t following you. This isn’t a middle of the 
year, ‘Oh, we’ll get through it.’ This is a short series, and maybe the next 
one will be kinder to you in those regards. That’s the ask right now of 
some of the guys in the middle of our lineup.” 

The Hurricanes have now beat the Boston Bruins in all three games on 
home ice and outscored the Bruins 15-4 in front of their rabid fans. The 
Bruins will have their fans behind them in Game 6 but if they win that and 

force a Game 7, they will need everyone on board if they want to shut 
Tony DeAngelo and the PNC crowd up. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Again Collapse in Carolina In Game 5 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

RALEIGH, NC – Here are the Talking Points from Tuesday night’s 5-1 
Boston Bruins loss to the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 5 at PNC Arena. 

GOLD STAR: Tony DeAngelo gets credit where it’s due for the way he 
played on the ice. Certainly, he doesn’t get credit for the giant jackwagon 
that he clearly is off the ice, but on it he finished with the game-winning 
goal and a three point night. His bomb from the high point landed in the 
back of the net to give the Hurricanes a 2-0 lead in the first period and 
eventually ended as the game-winning goal when the Bruins managed to 
light the lamp just once. DeAngelo finished with a goal, three points and 
a plus-2 in 21 minutes of ice time, had five shot attempts, one hit and 
finished with three takeaways and three blocked shots in an extremely 
active game for Carolina. 

BLACK EYE: Tough night for Matt Grzelcyk, who finished with a team-
low 16:29 of ice time among defensemen for Boston while taking a 
couple penalties and finishing a minus-1 for the game. Both Grzelcyk and 
Brandon Carlo struggled to get the puck out of the zone leading to 
Carolina’s first goal and Grzelcyk took a pair of stick infraction penalties 
when he clearly wasn’t moving his feet enough to be effective. Carlo 
finished a minus-2 and wasn’t much better even if he had some tough 
luck when his clearing attempt bounced off Jake DeBrusk’s skate and 
ended up in the back of the Boston net. Overall, the entire Boston 
defense struggled outside of Charlie McAvoy playing fairly well while just 
getting out of COVID protocol. 

TURNING POINT: The turning point came in the opening minutes of the 
game when the Perfection Line was buzzing, and it looked like they were 
going to be able to break through to silence the Carolina crowd. Instead, 
Antti Raanta made some of the eight saves he made in the first period 
while shutting down Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron, and then he 
managed to go post-to-post to rob David Pastrnak of a possible one-
timer goal on the PP as well. Once Carolina had weathered the storm 
from the Boston Bruins, they were able to get a bouncing puck past 
Jeremy Swayman and rode that momentum all the way to a Game 5 
victory to take a big hold on the series. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Antti Raanta struggled a bit in the Game 4 loss 
at TD Garden, but the Hurricanes goaltender was on point in Game 5 
while nearly earning himself a shutout. Instead, Raanta stopped 33 shots 
in the win and was outstanding in the opening few minutes of the game 
when he shut down Brad Marchand and Patrice Bergeron in one 
sequence, and then gloved a Marchand backhander while he was all 
alone in front with time to gather and shoot on the Carolina net. Raanta 
was brilliant throughout and should give the Hurricanes the confidence 
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that they have a goalie that can step up in Game 6 and potentially Game 
7 few games to close out the Bruins. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 0 – the number of points for Boston Bruins winger 
Craig Smith in the five playoff games played against the Hurricanes while 
also sporting a minus-5 rating thus far. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “The Boston media might be a little angry tonight, but 
that’s okay” –Tony DeAngelo after notching a three-point game including 
the game-winning goal in the Game 5 win while clearly making friends 
and influencing people in Boston. 

Tony DeAngleo: “The Boston media might be a little angry tonight, but 
that’s okay” I’m thinking I might gun my stick like an angry 6-year-old 
mites player throwing a tantrum. Oh wait, thats you…but that’s okay. 
Maybe you should go start another podcast? pic.twitter.com/3xzrPyX1Bx 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) May 11, 2022 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Could Charlie McAvoy Play For Boston Bruins In Game 5? 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

RALEIGH, NC – Could Boston Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy be in 
play for tonight’s pivotal Game 5 showdown between the Bruins and 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena? The signs are certainly pointing 
toward the No. 1 defenseman getting out of COVID protocol and getting 
back on the ice. 

Boston Globe reporter Matt Porter snapped a picture of McAvoy arriving 
at the arena via car service late Tuesday afternoon wearing a mask as 
he walked into the security entrance for Carolina’s home rink. 

Was standing outside doing a radio hit and noticed Charlie McAvoy 
arriving (via car service) at PNC. pic.twitter.com/IGfTx8r9Pk 

— Matt Porter (@mattyports) May 10, 2022 

McAvoy missed Sunday’s Game 4 after it was announced he was 
entering the NHL’s COVID protocol and it was anticipated he was going 
to miss Game 5 as well, though there was the caveat that he could be 
eligible to play if he had two negative COVID tests prior to game time. 

What would a key playoff game be without a little drama during pregame 
warmups? 

A return to the B’s lineup for McAvoy would be a game-changer for the 
Black and Gold, who will miss Hampus Lindholm for the third straight 
game with an upper body injury and were forced into a rag tag back end 
for Game 4 where Matt Grzelcyk and Brandon Carlo were the top pairing. 
The Boston Bruins were ready to soldier on without both McAvoy and 
Lindholm this morning, a task that would become increasingly difficult in 
Carolina’s home rink where their speedy and aggressive attack forced 
Boston into plenty of errors in the first two games. 

“When we’re a little cleaner on the breakout, I think that makes a big 
difference,” said Grzelcyk. “Just working as a five-man unit and we’re a 
little closer together making a few more bumps rather than a stretch pass 
that gets broken up, and then they’re coming back the other way. 

“I think we’ve done a good job making a few adjustments on the breakout 
and that’s allowed us to have a smoother time going through the neutral 
zone and play a little bit more down low.” 

If McAvoy comes into the lineup, one expects Mike Reilly to bump up to 
the top pairing and rugged D-man Josh Brown to come out of the lineup, 
but we’ll see at pregame warmups exactly what is happening here. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 

Boston Hockey Now LOADED: 05.11.2022 

1202277 Boston Bruins 

 

Game 5: Boston Bruins @ Carolina Hurricanes Lines, Betting Preview 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Stanley Cup 
playoff preview: 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, 107 pts) vs Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8-116 
pts) in Game 5 of their first round series with the series tied at two games 
apiece. 

After their best performance of not just this playoff series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes but of the entire season series with the Canes in a 5-
2 Game 4 victory, the Boston Bruins will try to pull ahead in the series for 
the first time. If they can accomplish that tall task on the road, they will 
return to Boston with a chance to clinch the series in Game 6 on 
Thursday at TD Garden and advance to the second round for a third 
straight season. 

TIME: 7 PM ET 

TV: NESN, BSSO, ESPN, SN360, TVAS2 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-The Boston Bruins will once again have a depleted blue line as they’re 
still missing their two best defensemen in Hampus Lindholm and Charlie 
McAvoy. 

-Brad Marchand has three goals and five assists in his last two games. 

-Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron has three assists in his last three 
games. 

-David Pastrnak has a goal and an assist in each of his last two games. 

Carolina Hurricanes Notes 

-The Hurricanes have gone 2-for-22 on the power play thus far this series 
and 0-for-10 over the last two games. 

-The Hurricanes have won 10 consecutive first round playoff games at 
PNC Arena. 

-New Public Enemy No. 1 for Boston Bruins fans and Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo leads the Canes in points and assists with 
five helpers in four games. 

-Nino Niederreiter leads his team with three goals in four games. 

Betting Picks and Prediction: 

The Bruins have reversed the script and are now cooking dinner in the 
collective kitchen of the Carolina Hurricanes after the Canes completely 
unraveled in Game 4. They also exposed Antti Raanta’s rebound control 
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and struggles down low around the net. Let’s go with the Boston Bruins 
to win Game 5 in REGULATION at +200 and the UNDER 6 at EVEN 
money. 

Prediction: Bruins 4 Hurricanes 1 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron– David Pastrnak 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – Craig Smith 

Jake DeBrusk  – Charlie Coyle – Tomáš Nosek 

Nick Foligno – Curtis Lazar – Chris Wagner 

Defense: 

Matt Grzelcyk – Brandon Carlo 

Mike Reilly- Josh Brown 

Derek Forbort – Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Jeremy Swayman  

Linus Ullmark 

Carolina Hurricanes Lineup: 

Forwards: 

Andrei Svechnikov — Sebastian Aho — Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi — Vincent Trocheck — Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter — Jordan Staal — Jesper Fast 

Derek Stepan — Jesperi Kotkaniemi — Martin Necas 

Defensemen: 

Jaccob Slavin — Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei — Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith – Ian Cole 

Goalies: 

Antti Raanta 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Boston Bruins Lindholm Out For Game 5 Vs. Hurricanes 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

RALEIGH, NC – Any hope that the Boston Bruins had about getting one 
of their top two defensemen back for Game 5 was dashed after 
Tuesday’s morning skate at PNC Arena. 

Both Charlie McAvoy (COVID Protocol) and Hampus Lindholm (upper 
body injury) remained back in Boston and will be out for Game 5, though 
there is hope that Lindholm could return for Thursday’s Game 6 at TD 
Garden after he resumed practicing with the team this week. McAvoy 
missed Sunday’s Game 4 win after entering the NHL’s COVID Protocol 
over the weekend and will likely be out a minimum of five days while 
waiting for a pair of negative test results. 

Lindholm will miss his third game on Tuesday night after getting trucked 
by Carolina Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov in a Game 2 loss in 
Carolina when he was nailed behind the Boston net as he attempted to 
wheel the puck out of the zone. 

Hampus Lindholm needs help getting off the ice after this hit from Andrei 
Svechnikov. pic.twitter.com/kiHjVBTym6 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 5, 2022 

Instead, the Boston Bruins will once have both Mike Reilly and Josh 
Brown in the lineup and will feature a top pairing of Matt Grzelcyk and 
Brandon Carlo. Amazingly, Connor Clifton led the blue line group in ice 
time in the Game 4 win with 20:16 and played a strong all-around game 
for a Bruins team looking for more of that in Game 5. 

“Cliffy is always a guy that responds in the playoffs. He’s a guy that we 
used quite a bit in our run [to the Stanley Cup Final] in 2019. He plays 
bigger than his size, he plays with physicality and he’s good with the 
counter-hits and finishing checks when he needs to,” said Boston Bruins 
head coach Bruce Cassidy. “For him it’s always about managing his puck 
play. When he gets out there, he’s full tilt so he needs to balance that 
aggression and intensity, and that joy. He plays the game with a smile on 
his face. 

“For him it’s always been a challenge to stay in the lineup and be 
consistent, but I think in the playoffs maybe he’s done a better job with 
that than during the regular season.” 

Other than the defensemen remaining out of the lineup, everything will be 
status quo for Tuesday night’s Game 5 including the Perfection Line 
sticking together after they exploded offensively against the Hurricanes 
during the two games in Boston. 

“We’re down to the best two-out-of-three, so we’ll do whatever we think is 
right in-game to get back on track,” said Cassidy. “That was the reason 
for switching back [to the Perfection Line] late in the second period of 
Game 2. I just felt we needed some offensive momentum and those two 
guys [Brad Marchand and David Pastrnak] could benefit from seeing 
each other a little bit, and they have. 

“A lot is made up of the matchup and they will control that for the most 
part. We scored a couple of goals on faceoffs [in Boston] and sometimes 
an icing can take you out of your matchup too. At the end of the day 
those guys have played against all the best in the National Hockey 
League year to year, so it’s a challenge for them, but they’ve also been 
through these [playoff series].” 

In other words, the Perfection Line’s assignment is to go out and do 
some damage against a Jordan Staal line tasked with trying to stop them. 

Here’s the projected Boston Bruins lineup vs. the Hurricanes for Game 5 
with Jeremy Swayman getting his third straight start for the Black and 
Gold: 

Marchand-Bergeron-Pastrnak 

Hall-Haula-Smith 

DeBrusk-Coyle-Nosek 

Foligno-Lazar-Wagner 

Grzelcyk-Carlo 
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Forbort-Clifton 

Reilly-Brown 

Swayman 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Bruins Daily: DeAngelo Comments Fuel Bruins Fans; Stanley Cup 
Playoffs 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo has become Public Enemy No. 1 
for Boston Bruins fans. 

The Boston Bruins may get defenseman Hampus Lindholm back for 
Game 5; what about Charlie McAvoy? 

That, all your Stanley Cup Playoffs news and more in the latest BHN 
Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

Boston Bruins fans better blow the roof off in Game 6 because Carolina 
Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo is the gift that keeps on giving! 
DeAngelo called out Bruins fans Monday and couldn’t own his childish 
behavior in Game 4. 

In case you missed it, DeAngelo challenged two teenage kids to a fight 
after Game 4 and my man Shukri Wright let her rip on the racist coward! 

My respond to the Tom In Bridgewater call into @GreshKeefe on 
@WEEI that Tony DeAngelo challenged Tom’s two 16 year olds to 
“come down here” after being chirped by TEENAGERS. #NHLBruins 
#LetsGoCanes 

Absolutely sackless POS DeAngelo is! pic.twitter.com/FD3cteEjVJ 

— Shukri Wrights (@ShukriWrights) May 9, 2022 

The Boston Bruins could be getting defenseman Hampus Lindholm back 
for Game 5 tonight but won’t have fellow rearguard Charlie McAvoy who 
remains in COVID protocol. 

The championship hearts of Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron and 
linemate Brad Marchand are still beating strong for the Bruins and the 
main reason they enter Game 5 tied in the series. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: In a shocking move, New York Islanders general manager Lou 
Lamoriello fired head coach Barry Trotz on Monday. 

Could the Vegas Golden Knights become a major suitor for the new 
coaching free agent? 

Pitt: The Pittsburgh Penguins humiliated the New York Rangers 7-2 in 
Game 4 and now have a commanding 3-1 series lead over the 
Blueshirts. 

Philly: Could Barry Trotz end up coaching the Philadelphia Flyers next 
season? 

Wash: The Washington Capitals let a late 2-1 lead slip away and lost 3-2 
in overtime to the Florida Panthers in Game 4. That series now heads 
back to Florida tied at two games apiece. 

FLA: Carter Verhaeghe was the overtime hero for the Florida Panthers in 
Game 4. 

Detroit: Sending good vibes and health out to former Detroit Red Wings 
and longtime Toronto Maple Leafs defenseman Borje Salming who is 
suffering from a mysterious illness. 

Colorado: The Colorado Avalanche swept the Nashville Predators with a 
5-3 win Monday night and will now await the winner of the St. Louis 
Blues-Minnesota Wild series. 

San Jose: Should the San Jose Sharks buyout defenseman Marc-
Édouard Vlasic? 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: The Montreal Canadiens have the best odds to walk away from 
the NHL Draft Lottery tonight with the top pick overall in the 2022 NHL 
Entry Draft this July in Montreal. 

Calgary: Hart Trophy candidate Johnny Gaudreau led the way as the 
Calgary Flames beat the Dallas Stars 4-1 to tie their series at two games 
apiece as it heads back to Calgary. 

VAN: Vancouver Hockey Now beat reporter and good friend of BHN, Rob 
Simpson, tells the comical story about his rocky relationship with NHL 
Commissioner Gary Bettman. 

NHL 

Victor Hedman, Roman Josi and Cale Makar are your 2022 Norris 
Trophy Finalists. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Charlie McAvoy’s return is wasted as Bruins face elimination after Game 
5 loss 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Charlie McAvoy was wearing a mask after the Bruins’ 
5-1 Game 5 loss Tuesday. Per NHL regulations, he must do so, other 
than in games and practices, until 10 days have passed from the day of 
his positive COVID-19 test. 

This is the rule, just like the ones McAvoy followed, per the NHL, to exit 
the protocol in league accordance. By those criteria, McAvoy was non-
symptomatic Tuesday, tested negative and was five days out from the 
onset of symptoms. 

It would mean, then, that McAvoy felt symptoms before Game 3 on 
Friday. He played 23:06 in the Bruins’ 4-2 win that night. 
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McAvoy did not practice the next day. He entered COVID-19 protocol 
Sunday and did not play in Game 4. 

“Adherence to the protocol was reviewed by NHL/NHLPA medical 
consultants and clearance has been approved,” NHL deputy 
commissioner Bill Daly wrote in an email before Game 5. 

As for specifics, such as when he first experienced symptoms, McAvoy 
was not interested in discussing them. The most McAvoy disclosed was 
that he was initially sick and that he felt tired after the game Tuesday. He 
played a game-high 25:14. 

“I know a lot of you are going to ask questions about the COVID stuff,” 
McAvoy said. “But I cleared protocol today. So that’s where we’re at now. 
I just want to leave it in the past if you guys are able to respect that, and 
we could just talk about the game.” 

According to coach Bruce Cassidy, he learned of McAvoy’s exit from the 
protocol early Tuesday afternoon. He classified it as a nice surprise. 

McAvoy flew to Raleigh on a private jet. He tried to sleep on the flight. 
The defenseman arrived at PNC Arena via a car service. He wore a 
mask as he prepared for warmups. 

“No, if he’s cleared, I’d put him in if I had him,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said when asked if he was surprised to see McAvoy in 
uniform. “There’s no way he wasn’t going to play if he could.” 

McAvoy’s unexpected arrival did not affect the outcome in a positive 
manner for his team. 

The Bruins could not sink any of their high-quality chances early in the 
first period. Their second, third and fourth lines did not provide offensive 
reinforcement for Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak. 
Jeremy Swayman could not get a bead on Jaccob Slavin’s outside-the-
dots snapper in the first period. The Bruins fell behind by two goals when 
Tony DeAngelo scored on the power play after a borderline roughing 
penalty on Derek Forbort. 

So now the Bruins have no room for error as they head into Game 6. 

“Do-or-die situation,” Marchand said. “Not the one we want to be in. All 
that matters is that we regroup and prepare for the next one. We know 
they’re going to push. They’re a good team. You can see they’re very 
hungry right now. We just have to give it everything we have in the next 
one and hope there’s a tomorrow.” 

The left wing had the best chance of the game. In the first period, 
Marchand had the puck all alone in front of Antti Raanta. Marchand 
pulled the puck to his backhand. Raanta stayed above his opponent and 
got his glove on Marchand’s close-range sniff. 

Raanta made other critical stops early. He was square to Chris Wagner’s 
drag-and-snap. Raanta kept his pads tight on Bergeron’s net-front lurk. 

“Start was good,” Cassidy said. “Bergeron’s line had a number of good 
chances. Again, three times in this building, I thought we were the better 
team for six, seven minutes. They had one chance, and it found its way 
in. That sort of gives them a lot of juice. So that part was good. But not 
enough up and down the lineup.” 

The No. 1 line got its chances. But Carolina’s third line of Nino 
Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast, with back-end support from 
Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce, held firm against the Bruins’ top attackers. 

The first-liners outshot the Hurricanes at five-on-five by a 9-4 margin, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. But that advantage did not produce any 
goals. 

Unlike at TD Garden, Brind’Amour had last change in Game 5. The 
Carolina coach took advantage of it. 

“He’s very good on draws,” Marchand said of Staal. “They start a little 
more with the puck when he’s out there. They are very strong 
defensively, that line. That’s their main focus, playing defense. They 
cover a lot of ground. Lot of big bodies out there. They cover a lot more 

of the zone, a lot more defensively responsible than some of the other 
lines. They’re not cheating for offense the same way. They’re a really 
good two-way line. But they’re offensive as well. When they get the puck 
and they transition, they’re able to create.” 

The perpetual problem of stacking Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak is 
how vulnerable the Bruins become if the next wave of forwards doesn’t 
crash onto the beachhead. In Game 5, they barely made a ripple. 

Taylor Hall and Craig Smith had two five-on-five shots. Charlie Coyle had 
one. Erik Haula and Jake DeBrusk had none. 

Cassidy tried to find some offense. He double-shifted Pastrnak with Hall 
and Haula. He moved Haula to left wing. He gave Curtis Lazar a ride 
between Hall and DeBrusk. 

Nothing happened. Connor Clifton scored the only goal. 

“You need the guys behind them, following them. That’s what we’re 
looking at,” Cassidy said. “The middle of the order, whatever you want to 
call it, they can bring more offensively. If not, they’ve got to be real tight 
defensively. Get the job done at the other end. Some nights, it’s your top 
guys, special teams and goaltending. That was the story in Boston a little 
bit. As long as you’re pulling on the rope, contributing in some way, 
shape or form, we’re good with that. The guys that are used to scoring, 
they want to contribute in that manner. But help us win, then, if the puck’s 
not following you.” 

The Bruins will have last change in Game 6. This will allow them to pry 
their No. 1 line away from Staal. 

But the first-liners will need some help. Otherwise, Game 6 could be the 
Bruins’ last. 
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Five things worrying the Bruins ahead of Game 5 against the Hurricanes 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

Momentum belongs to the Bruins. Their reunited No. 1 line of Brad 
Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak is soaring. Passing the 
keys from Linus Ullmark to Jeremy Swayman has helped to tie the 
series. 

All of that will go to waste, though, if they cannot win two of the next 
three. 

“It’s great to even it and get back into it,” said coach Bruce Cassidy after 
Game 4. “But we haven’t won anything other than get it back to even.” 

The Bruins are not out of danger. This is what concerns them heading 
into Game 5 at PNC Arena: 

1. The status of their two best defensemen 

Charlie McAvoy was feeling better Sunday, according to Cassidy. 

But McAvoy remains in COVID-19 protocol. He was not scheduled to 
travel with the team Monday. NHL rules dictate that McAvoy must remain 
in isolation for at least five days since the onset of symptoms. The No. 1 
defenseman missed practice on Saturday after playing 23:06 the night 
before. 

“The doctors will let me know when he’s out of protocol,” Cassidy said 
following an optional practice on Monday. “I’m not sure how he gets out 
of protocol. I just know they’ll let me know when he’s out.” 

Hampus Lindholm, meanwhile, was one of 13 players to participate in the 
optional session. It was the first time he practiced after being clobbered 
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by Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2. The left-shot defenseman did not dress 
for Games 3 and 4.  

Lindholm practiced while wearing a tinted visor. Rick Nash did the same 
thing in 2018 after suffering a concussion. The Bruins declined to make 
Lindholm available for comment.  

“If he’s cleared, he’s in,” said Cassidy. “If he’s not, we’ll list him as 
probable for the next game. The fact that he’s out there skating is always 
a positive sign.” 

Lindholm missed seven games in April because of a lower-body injury. 
He returned on April 23 without participating in a single practice. 

If he is cleared to play in Game 5, he would give the Bruins some much-
needed stoutness and puck-moving touch. However, he would be one of 
four left-shot defensemen. Mike Reilly, in all likelihood, would have to 
play his off side. 

Lindholm would most likely partner with Brandon Carlo. Grzelcyk would 
run with Reilly. Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton would stay together. 
The two have been consistent throughout the opening round. Forbort led 
all players with nine blocked shots in Game 3. Clifton played 20:16 in 
Game 4, most of any team defenseman. 

“Finally got some chemistry,” said Clifton of his work with Forbort. “We’re 
playing good. We’re playing fast. We’re defending hard and we’re playing 
hard. It’s been going really well for us, obviously.” 

2. What happens if Lindholm is not cleared 

This would require Josh Brown to make his second straight appearance 
after being a healthy scratch in Games 1 and 2. 

Brown, paired with Reilly in Game 4, was on the ice for both Carolina 
goals. Prior to Brett Pesce’s opening strike, Brown was a hair late on two 
occasions. After Max Domi entered the zone, Brown just missed with a 
stick swipe. Then when Domi dished the puck, Brown did not close off 
Jordan Staal quickly enough. Staal had time to set up Pesce in the slot. 

Prior to the Hurricanes’ second goal, Brown and Reilly were caught 
chasing the puck in the Bruins’ end. The Hurricanes executed their cycle 
well against the No. 3 pairing and a makeshift line of Jake DeBrusk, 
Charlie Coyle and Tomas Nosek. Coyle did not arrive in time to pressure 
Tony DeAngelo along the left-side boards. DeAngelo shuttled the puck 
down the wall for Nino Niederreiter. Brown got caught in no man’s land 
as he tried to close on Niederreiter. A moment later, Staal received his 
linemate’s pass and gave his team a 2-1 lead. 

Brown played 12:52, the least of any team defenseman. It will be 
challenging for Cassidy to shelter Brown on the road. 

3. Carolina will have last change 

Coach Rod Brind’Amour could not swing the series in his favor in Boston. 
He will flex last-change privileges in Game 5. Brind’Amour’s priority will 
be to match Niederreiter, Staal and Jesper Fast against the Bruins’ top 
line. 

Staal has been the Hurricanes’ best player. The captain has one goal 
and two assists while averaging 17:46 of ice time per appearance. He’s 
won 61 percent of his faceoffs.  

If Staal, with support from Pesce and Brady Skjei, can hold serve against 
the Bergeron line, it will give Carolina’s top trio of Svechnikov, Sebastian 
Aho and Seth Jarvis more freedom to go on the attack. 

4. Keeping Taylor Hall from getting sidetracked 

During Game 4, Cassidy rolled Hall with Coyle and DeBrusk. Hall and 
Coyle did not have much chemistry through December. The ex-Sabre 
worked much better with Pastrnak and Erik Haula. 

But Pastrnak is needed on the first line. As expected, Pastrnak’s 
departure dampened Hall and Haula offensively. Hall did not have a shot 

in Game 4. He was taken off the No. 1 power-play unit in favor of 
DeBrusk. 

For now, Hall will have to live life without his preferred right wing. He 
understands. 

“A little bit is, ‘Hey, you just have to drive your own play no matter who’s 
in the middle or on your right wing,’” Cassidy said. “That’s just the way it 
is. Over the course of the playoffs, if you have success, those lines can 
get switched right back in a hurry if need be. Adjustments are constantly 
being made. We saw that a few years ago. You may get certain guys 
back that you’re more comfortable with in Game 5 or 6 or next round if 
you’re playing well enough to get there. Or you may not. You have to find 
a way to get it done with who’s around you. That’s kind of the messaging. 
I think Taylor understands that. Everybody has a preference of who they 
want to play with because of previous success. But it doesn’t always 
work out that way. We know that Bergy, Marsh and Pasta love to play 
together. But they didn’t start the series together for obvious reasons. We 
were going well. It didn’t go our way. So we make a switch. We might 
have to do the same thing (in Game 5) now that we’re on the road again.” 

5. The disappearance of Craig Smith 

The right wing drew the Game 4 tripping penalty on Niederreiter that led 
to DeBrusk’s tying goal.  

But Smith has no points. This is not just one of the streaky shooter’s 
production valleys. He is not skating with his usual pop and frenzy. 

He finished Game 4 with Haula and Nosek. Smith had a team-low 7:06 of 
even-strength ice time. 
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NHL Mock Draft 2022: Shane Wright to Canadiens as we pick for every 
lottery team 
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The lottery balls have fallen into place: The top of the NHL Draft order 
starts with the Montreal Canadiens at No. 1, the New Jersey Devils at 
No. 2 and the Arizona Coyotes at No. 3. 

To give you a look at how things could play out, The Athletic’s NHL 
writers made picks for every lottery team (plus the Nashville Predators, 
freshly eliminated from the Stanley Cup Playoffs, who will pick at No. 17). 
A full first-round mock draft will follow next week. 

Prospect writer Corey Pronman audited their selections. He also sought 
feedback from NHL scouts. 

The 2022 NHL Entry Draft will take place in Montreal on July 7 and 8. 

1. Montreal Canadiens: Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

OK, so Wright isn’t the exciting prospect you would expect to add with 
the top pick in the draft, but there’s no point wishing for a franchise player 
when there isn’t one available. I see Wright as a bit like Nico Hischier in 
his draft year, although there might not be Cale Makars and Elias 
Petterssons after him like there was behind Hischier in 2017. 

While Wright’s decent season in Kingston raises questions about his true 
offensive upside, the Habs also need to look at what his floor is. Wright is 
highly likely to become a very good NHL player and a first-line 
centerman, and a good enough player to help the Habs build a one-two 
punch at center that could one day resemble the Patrice Bergeron-David 
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Krejci years in Boston (although, let’s be clear, Shane Wright is not 
Patrice Bergeron). 

A more electrifying prospect may hint to higher potential or pizzazz, but 
would he have as good a chance of reaching his ceiling as Wright? 
Montreal simply doesn’t have the luxury of making a mistake with this 
pick and Wright can be a great building block for them. —MA Godin 

2. New Jersey Devils: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Tps (FINLAND) 

The Devils have their top-six center depth thanks to two previous No. 1 
overall picks in Nico Hischier and Jack Hughes. With the second overall 
pick, New Jersey has options. There’s quite a few skilled defenders to 
choose from — or maybe they’re enticed by Slafkovsky, the best winger 
in the draft. That would give them the opportunity to address a legitimate 
area of need while holding onto the draft pick that Tom Fitzgerald hasn’t 
ruled out moving … for a high impact forward. Having this good fortune in 
the draft lottery could change his tune since it gives the Devils the 
chance to bring in a power forward who could emerge into a core player 
alongside either of their cornerstone centers. —Shayna Goldman 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

I suspect the Coyotes, given the makeup of their team and prospect pool, 
are among the teams drafting at the top who are most likely to select one 
of the top two defensemen, Simon Nemec and David Jiricek. But if 
Cooley is on the board, they’ll have an even tougher time passing on the 
potential center of the future — and a player who would, stylistically, 
complement wingers like Clayton Keller and top prospect Dylan Guenther 
beautifully. Cooley, who will play at the University of Minnesota next year, 
is a potential one-and-done player who plays the game with speed and 
creativity in the guts of the ice. —Scott Wheeler 

4. Seattle Kraken: David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen (CZREP) 

Look throughout the organization. The Kraken only have one right-
handed shooting prospect defenseman, and that is last year’s fourth-
round pick Ville Ottavainen. Drafting David Jiricek would give them 
another right-handed shot with a 6-foot-3 frame. He’s spent the last two 
seasons playing against older, more physically mature competition in the 
Extraliga, the highest division of Czech hockey. The 18-year-old finished 
the regular season with five goals and 11 points in 29 games after 
scoring nine points in 34 contests a year earlier. Jiricek is considered to 
be the No. 1 defensive prospect in the draft, according to The Athletic’s 
Corey Pronman. Knowing the Kraken might add him to a young core that 
already features Matty Beniers, Ryker Evans, Ryan Winterton and 
Ottavainen potentially offers more promise. Of course, the Kraken could 
go in any number of directions. They could go with another right-handed 
shooting defenseman in Simon Nemec or a forward. Especially if Logan 
Cooley is available at No. 4 when the draft arrives. —Ryan S. Clark 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra (SLOVAKIA) 

While the Flyers could certainly use a dynamic, top-of-the-lineup forward, 
Nemec strikes me as the best combination of talent plus need available 
to them at No. 5. Nemec absolutely has top-pair potential, given his well-
rounded skillset and the fact that he’s already thriving against men in 
Slovakia. Philadelphia scouts likely will be impressed by his hockey IQ 
(always something they prioritize in their evaluations), and his scoring 
explosion in the Slovakian Elite League playoffs (17 points in 19 games) 
speaks to his offensive upside. The fact that he’s a right-handed 
defenseman is just a bonus, but it’s an important bonus given the dearth 
of them in the NHL and within the Flyers’ system, especially given the 
legitimate concerns surrounding Ryan Ellis’ health. Nemec would serve 
as a potential high-end solution to a roster issue they’ve been trying to 
solve for years. —Charlie O’Connor 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

The Blue Jackets have been underskilled and unsettled at center ice for 
most of their existence, but the 2021 and ’22 draft may finally change 
that. 

Savoie (5-10) does not have classic No. 1 center size, but he has a 
game-changer’s speed and skill set along with an NHL shot. He plays 
with a chip on his shoulder, too, and general manager Jarmo Kekalainen 
has a soft spot for those guys. 

There was no chance the Blue Jackets could get up on the board for 
Shane Wright or Logan Cooley, so they took the third-ranked center on 
most scouts’ lists. Cooley projects as a top-six player. 

The Blue Jackets drafted Kent Johnson at No. 5 and Cole Sillinger at No. 
12 in last year’s draft. Sillinger played center in Columbus as an 18-year-
old this season and sure looks like a budding top-six talent. He had 16-
15-31 and was surprisingly consistent defensively. Johnson played 
exclusively on the wing at the end of this season, but coaches and 
management insist he’ll get a look in the middle eventually. He is a 
playmaker extraordinaire but needs to bulk up considerably to play in the 
middle. The drafting of Savoie makes it increasingly likely that Johnson 
could remain on the wing. He could eventually push Boone Jenner back 
to left wing, too, after the captain played in the middle out of necessity. —
Aaron Portzline 

7. Ottawa Senators: Joakim Kemell, RW, Jyp (FINLAND) 

The Senators have never picked in the No. 7 slot before, and I do think 
there is a chance they could trade this pick for some immediate help 
before the draft. In the past, the name that would have jumped out to me 
would have been Frank Nazar, because he seems to check a lot of 
boxes of what the Sens have drafted in recent years. 

But I do think this organization is going to need some high-end talent up 
front, so as I look at our mock draft up to this point, I’m inclined to lean 
towards Joakim Kemell in this spot. Kemell exploded out of the gates 
with his club team in Finland in October, becoming the youngest player in 
Liiga history to earn the league’s player of the month award. He was 
leading the entire league in goals (12) and points (16) when a shoulder 
injury sidelined him in November. From there, he wasn’t able to 
rediscover his early season magic, but many scouts believe he has the 
speed and skill that will allow him to be a productive top-six winger in the 
NHL. 

Again, as we move closer to the draft, I think we should expect to hear 
more chatter about the Sens being open to trading this pick. But for now, 
let’s plug in Kemell to Ottawa here. —Ian Mendes 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Cutter Gauthier, C/LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

The Red Wings really could have used one of the potential top-line 
centers at the top of this class, as that position remains one of the 
weakest spots in their organization behind Dylan Larkin. There are 
“purer” center options available here in Marco Kasper, Frank Nazar and 
Conor Geekie, but Gauthier played some center earlier this season and 
has at least a chance to play there at the next level. Whether he sticks 
down the middle or ends up on the wing, though, his tool kit is 
impressive, as a swift skating 6-foot-2 sniper. —Max Bultman 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (SWEDEN) 

All things equal, the Sabres would likely want a center with their selection 
(given what they already have coming on the flanks in Jack Quinn and 
J.J. Peterka, and potentially even Isak Rosen, last year’s second first 
rounder). I thought about Frank Nazar and Conor Geekie here. But 
Lekkerimaki, one of the more dynamic players in this draft class 
irrespective of position, is widely viewed as the better prospect. I think 
the Sabres will likely get the best value going after a winger with their first 
pick (at least if center Matthew Savoie, who may be there, is gone) and a 
center or defenseman with their second, even if they’d want to target the 
latter positions more aggressively. —Scott Wheeler 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SWEDEN) 

Cutter Gauthier was a target if he fell, but the big winger with speed and 
a huge shot was snapped up, so the Ducks could go in different 
directions given the need for higher-end talent up front and on the blue 
line in the system. 

First-year GM Pat Verbeek wants more size on his club, but he also 
really wants players who will covet the puck with the kind of tenacity he 
did throughout his stellar career. Kasper, 17, already has a solid 6-foot-1, 
187-pound frame and is a very good skater who does not lack in 
compete. He has a nose for the net and has shown with Rögle of the 
SHL that he’s got a deft touch when it comes to tipping point shots. 

Now it’s possible that Verbeek could shop this pick and seek more 
immediate help for his roster or move down a few spots to pick up some 
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additional assets. Speedy center Frank Nazar or offensive-minded 
defenseman Pavel Mintyukov could still be lying around at a lower 
position, and Anaheim could get one and have an extra high-round pick 
to dangle in a trade package. But even with the center position 
theoretically set in Anaheim, Kasper would be a fine pick to present 
options toward either having him on the wing or moving either Trevor 
Zegras or Mason McTavish there down the line to strengthen overall 
groupings. 

11. San Jose Sharks: Brad Lambert, C, Pelicans (FINLAND) 

Whether or not the Sharks have a new GM by the draft remains to be 
seen. There were a few interesting prospects available at No. 11, 
including a pair of guys who were ranked higher early on during the 
process for this draft class – Lambert and Ivan Miroshnichenko. Two of 
San Jose’s recent first-round picks – Ryan Merkley and William Eklund – 
were also players who were ranked higher than they were drafted (for 
different reasons). The Sharks could tab Lambert here with the hope that 
his high-end skating ability gets him to the NHL soon, and the club’s 
development staff can help ease some of the issues that led to his slide 
from once being considered a potential top-3 selection in this class. —
Corey Masisak 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

The Blue Jackets gave serious consideration to drafting Conor Geekie 
with the No. 6 overall pick but instead went with the speedy, skilled 
Savoie. Geekie is a center, too, but a totally different player. 

Geekie is the kind of big (6-4, 205 pounds) skilled center that NHL clubs 
usually covet, which is why it was a pleasant surprise to see him still on 
the board at No. 12. When he’s done growing he’s expected to hit 6-5, 
225 pounds. Imagine him on a line with Patrik Laine. 

The Blue Jackets, as noted above, are desperate to fix their center ice 
position. But they also need some size, some muscle, some snarl in their 
lineup after getting abused at times this season. Geekie can bring that 
element, too. 

The one complaint about Geekie is his skating. But the tools are there for 
him to be an impact player. —Aaron Portzline 

13. New York Islanders: Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (RUSSIA) 

There’s probably just as good of a chance that the Islanders use this pick 
as trade bait for an established NHL veteran, as general manager Lou 
Lamoriello has said on multiple occasions that he’ll be pursuing trades in 
the offseason, likely for a left-shot defenseman to pair with Noah Dobson 
and a scoring winger. 

But if they keep it, considering their prospect pool is pretty barren at the 
moment, they should probably just simply target the best forward or 
defenseman available at this stage of the first round. They could use 
more depth in the system at every position. So, the pick here is winger 
Danila Yurov, a playmaking winger who spent last year in Russia. He 
would arguably be the Islanders’ best prospect upon his arrival, 
depending on what you think of center Aatu Raty, who could conceivably 
challenge for an NHL roster spot next season but is still far from a sure 
thing. —Kevin Kurz 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Frank Nazar, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

The board has broken just right to give Winnipeg a tough decision. 
Dominion City, Manitoba-born defenseman Denton Mateychuk is still 
available after a standout season for Moose Jaw. The five-foot-11 
Mateychuk played big minutes and scored at a point per game, excelling 
in transition and adding a dynamic layer to the Warriors’ offence. Drafting 
Mateychuk could make sense for the Jets beyond his local roots — it 
could allow Winnipeg to package similarly skilled and undersized 
defenseman Ville Heinola for more immediate help. 

Other highly ranked defensemen on the board include smooth skating 
six-foot-two Pavel Mintyukov and six-foot-two Seattle Thunderbird Kevin 
Korchinski, but Winnipeg chooses the speediest center available: 5-foot-
10 Frank Nazar from the US National Development Team Program. 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec (QMJHL) 

The Vancouver Canucks need basically everything in their relatively 
barren prospect system. 

Even with sub-6-foot defenders like Quinn Hughes and Jack Rathbone in 
the system, the club can’t overlook the likes of Kevin Korchinski and 
Denton Mateychuk if they’re the best players available. 

Centermen like Jiri Kulich and Nathan Gaucher will hold significant 
appeal too, as would more rugged scoring wingers like Jimmy Snuggerud 
and Rutger McGroarty. 

There’s likely a couple of more dynamic pieces that went ahead of 15th 
in this mock that the Canucks would have their eye on, but the 
organization feels that there’s not a ton of separation between the fifth-
overall selection and the fifteenth in this particular draft class. I think 
they’ll seriously consider trading down too, as a means of adding 
additional picks in an effort to address the significant gap in their 
prospect pipeline. 

I’ve decided to mock them selecting Gaucher for now. Gaucher is a 6-
foot-3 defensive-oriented centerman out of the QMJHL with good feet for 
his size and decent hands. Gaucher is the pick partly because I’ve heard 
that the organization quite admires the player (although 15th overall 
might be a bit rich for him), and partly because it’s a high upside pick in 
the middle of the first round. —Thomas Drance 

16. Buffalo Sabres: Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

I think the NTDP’s Isaac Howard is the best prospect available here, but 
there’s no way the Sabres take two wingers, there isn’t a worthy center 
left (they’d probably think about Noah Ostlund, if anything), defensemen 
always get passed over when we do this exercise, and there’s no way 
one (or two) of Denton Mateychuk, Pavel Mintyukov, and Kevin 
Korchinski aren’t selected in the lottery range. I like Mateychuk, who is 
having a stellar playoff run with the Moose Jaw Warriors at the moment, 
for the Sabres. —Scott Wheeler 

17. Nashville Predators: Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle (WHL) 

Pronman’s audit 

The first thing I noticed as the mock went on was the long run on 
forwards. Between picks No. 6 and No. 15 only forwards were selected. 
Based on history in the draft, it’s unlikely we won’t see a defenseman or 
three picked in that range. The one that stood out to me as potentially too 
low was Seattle defenseman Kevin Korchinski. While that is where I have 
him on my personal list, in discussions with league personnel over the 
last month he is a player trending up, especially after a strong WHL 
playoffs. He is more likely to go top 12 than top 20. Pavel Mintyukov is 
also a strong consideration in that range. Both Korchinski and Mintyukov 
have similarities as mobile, highly skilled defensemen with good size who 
aren’t the best defensively, and I would guess they both go before 
Mateychuk. 

Only one Russian player went in the top 17, with Yurov going to the 
Islanders. My personal opinion is he probably goes between 15-25 even 
though I have him top 10 on my list, but honestly it’s hard to say. It will 
only take one team thinking they can get him a visa with no problems. I 
can’t say the writers got the Russian thing wrong — it very well could 
play out like this, but it’s something to note for sure. 

Conor Geekie’s slot is interesting. He’s a really divisive player in the 
industry, with some scouts thinking he’s a top 5-8 candidate, and others 
thinking he’s a teens pick. I can see where he landed on our mock as a 
realistic slot. 

Also, have to love Porty uniting the Winnipeg ICE duo. That would be a 
great story! 

Almost every scout I polled said Korchinski should have been a lottery 
team pick. He’s the odds-on favorite to be the third defenseman picked in 
the draft currently. Almost every scout said Yurov went too high as well, 
even if they are big fans of the players. A sentiment felt around the 
league is that they don’t think a team will gamble on him that high when 
they feel there are good alternatives to pick from instead. “Yurov is that 
high on my board but I’m not sure I see a team step up to take him 
there,” said one scout. 

There was less consensus on other picks. Some scouts felt Marco 
Kasper went too high, whereas other scouts had no issue with his 
slotting. Several felt Brad Lambert will go lower than where we had him 
slotted but some felt he was fine where he was. Some felt Gaucher went 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 11, 2022 

 

too high and some felt that was a good spot for him. Several scouts like 
Geekie’s spot and several sources said they’d be very surprised if he got 
out of the top 10. Some scouts felt Nazar went too low, and some felt he 
went too high. 

Some who were following the draft leadup this season may raise their 
eyebrow at Bultman taking Gauthier at No. 8, but one of the NHL 
executives I polled said he will go higher than we mocked him; none said 
he went too high. 

“Reading your mock, it’s almost too chalk,” said one scout. “I think there’s 
going to be some surprise names people aren’t uniformly discussing.” 
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And just like that, the order for the front half of the first round of the 2022 
NHL Draft is set. 

The mechanics looked a little different this year, with winning draws only 
eligible to climb a limit of 10 spots up the order, and just two lotteries in 
place of three, but the result was less movement than has been common 
in previous lotteries: The Canadiens held onto the No. 1 selection and 
the Devils climbed from No. 5 to No. 2, in all likelihood giving them the 
pick of the litter and their guy after Shane Wright. 

With it, the table now begins to set for the scouting combine (to be held in 
Buffalo from May 29 to June 4), giving non-playoff teams the opportunity 
to spend the next couple of months narrowing their focus in advance of 
the NHL Draft (to be held in Montreal on July 7 and 8). 

As is always the case, though, the lottery itself creates more questions 
than answers. 

So as I try to sort through what it all means (whether for your favourite 
team or the draft order on the whole), here’s everything I’m thinking 
about. 

The Shane Wright thing 

I think the conversation around the No. 1 pick in this year’s draft, has, on 
both sides, often gotten a little carried away this year. There has been, 
on one end of the spectrum, this constant questioning of his merits as a 
No. 1 pick (especially in the public sphere but also to a lesser degree 
among NHL scouts) given his low-end production contextually. And there 
has been, at the other end, this defiant defence of him, as if his status at 
the top is beyond reproach. I think there’s merit in the questions. And 
while questions about prior presumptive No. 1 picks have often struck me 
as talk for the sake of talk, I would argue there has been merit in some of 
the pause about Wright, even if the conclusion is still that he’s the best 
prospect (which has been my conclusion). 

And now that it’s Montreal in the driver’s seat, I think the debate has 
veered back closer to the certainty it appeared to be after his exceptional 
status season a year ago regardless, because there’s just such an 
obvious need for a second top-six centre as a one-two punch with Nick 
Suzuki. Oddly enough, there are some parallels between Suzuki and 
Wright’s games, too. 

I’m happy for Habs fans. This is a big night and July 7 will be an even 
bigger one at the Bell Centre. I can’t wait to get to Montreal and watch it 
all unfold. 

What should the Devils do with No. 2? 

No matter how tonight played out, or who won the No. 2 pick, I think 
there were only five players who were going to be in any of the teams’ 

conversations for second overall: Logan Cooley and Juraj Slafkovsky as 
the front-runners, defencemen Simon Nemec and David Jiricek, and 
maybe Matthew Savoie if the right team won the second pick. Now that 
it’s the Devils, things get trickier. Given what they know they have coming 
in Luke Hughes on the back end, I suspect their meeting ahead of the 
combine became about Cooley and Slafkovsky, who are very different 
players. I think most of the teams that were likely to win the lottery would 
have gone with Cooley, the centre, but I wonder if, because of Jack 
Hughes and Nico Hischier down the middle, the Devils are tempted by 
Slafkovsky, a big winger with oodles of skill. I’m partial to Cooley as a 
player, but the fit with Slafkovsky is real. 

What this order means for the draft’s fivesome of top defencemen 

At the top of every NHL Draft, the defencemen are always the 
kingmakers. There are usually specific teams that have their sights set 
on the position — those you can count on to take one and stress about 
whether the teams in front of them will. And because there’s usually (not 
always, see: 2012) a small number of cream-of-the-crop defencemen 
available, they can really shake the draft board up if they’re taken early. 

Heading into a lottery, I expected five defencemen to be taken in the top 
16. There’s the two-headed monster of Jiricek and Nemec at the very 
top, with surely one and maybe both to be selected in the top five 
depending on how the order shapes up. And then there are three others 
(Denton Mateychuk, Pavel Mintyukov and Kevin Korchinski) that are all 
likely to be picked anywhere from the fringes of the top 10 into the late 
teens. 

Heading in, I had my eyes on where the Coyotes, Kraken, Sharks, Blue 
Jackets, and Jets would land specifically, because I suspect each would 
like to take a defenceman, all things equal. 

Because neither the Coyotes nor the Kraken won, and because I suspect 
Montreal and New Jersey take forwards off the top, I would not be 
surprised if Jiricek and Nemec went No. 3-4 in quick succession. There’s 
a caveat though: If it goes Wright-Slafkosvky 1-2, and the Coyotes have 
the opportunity to draft centre Logan Cooley, their holes down the middle 
(and the desire to find a pivot who can play with either Clayton Keller or 
top prospect Dylan Guenther) will likely supersede the desire to add a 
blue chip D prospect, leaving the Kraken with the D of their choosing. 

About Brad Lambert 

There has been a lot of talk about Brad Lambert as the classic “if you 
have two first-rounders, take him” pick and now that we know both the 
Sabres and Blue Jackets will select twice in the top 16 (both for the 
second year in a row), I wonder if the latter two become a potential 
landing spot for Lambert’s enigmatic speed-skill game. His draft year was 
a roller coaster, but the talent is undeniable. 

I know there are teams that still have him in their top 10 and others that 
have him as a late first-rounder, so he’s a wild card. 

Where might top Russian prospect Danila Yurov go? 

The greatest unknown about this year’s first round remains the fate of its 
two top Russian prospects, Danila Yurov and Ivan Miroshnichenko. 
Miroshnichenko’s uncertainty is almost entirely tied to his health after his 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma diagnosis (he has made his intention to come to 
North America as soon as possible clear in his repeated attempts to play 
in the USHL during the pandemic, only to run into visa issues). It will 
likely slide him out of the lottery context. But Yurov’s has everything to do 
with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the real uncertainty it has created 
regarding the control (or lack thereof) that NHL teams will have with 
Russian players. He’d likely be a top-10 pick on merit. But he’s not going 
to go there anymore. So the question becomes: How far does he fall? 

He, like Lambert, seems a natural potential option for the teams with two 
selections: Buffalo and Columbus. Columbus, in particular, is already in 
the process of bringing over two top Russians: Kirill Marchenko and then 
Dmitri Voronkov (after having just brought over Yegor Chinakhov). That 
would be a bold move at No. 12, but Jarmo Kekalainen isn’t shy. 

Matthew Savoie’s probably going to be my value pick at the top 

With the way things have shaped up, the one name you’ll see near the 
top of my final board (planned, as of right now, for June 6) that I suspect 
will slip and become the pick I really like on Day 1 is Winnipeg Ice centre 
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Matthew Savoie. I think there’s a chance that Nemec falls more than I’d 
let him, too, but all of Wright, Slafkovsky, Cooley, and Jiricek are going to 
go early, and if Savoie’s around outside the top five, he should be a no-
brainer for my money. He’s as dangerous a skater and creator as there is 
in this draft. 

Thumbs down on the new lottery format 

I didn’t like it in theory when they announced it and I still don’t like it in 
practice now that we’ve seen it. Whether you’re a casual or diehard 
hockey fan, not only did tonight have less tension (without every team 
having a chance to move up) and excitement (just two lotteries in place 
of three), it also lacked the simplicity that any made-for-the-masses event 
should have as a prerequisite. You shouldn’t need to study for the lottery 
like it’s an exam in order to understand it. You should be able to turn to 
the person next to you on the couch and explain how it works quickly and 
painlessly, without several caveats (“but you can’t win it X amount of 
times in Y years” or “and you can only move up Z spots”) so that they 
both immediately understand it and will be interested in the outcome. 

This system also functions more poorly as a mechanism for what it 
should be designed for than its predecessor did. It feels to me like the 
NHL responding to the results of previous lotteries (even those that it was 
extremely unlikely to produce) rather than any real issue with the 
fundamentals of the actual method that produced them. The old method 
was weighted based off of inverse finish so that the bad teams were 
rewarded more often than not without being guaranteed anything. This 
version will only encourage tanking to a greater degree (a bad thing for a 
league that parrots its parity), especially into the 2023 NHL Draft season 
next year. 
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This has been a strange first round on a number of fronts. Scoring is up, 
penalties are being called, teams are holding onto multi-goal leads, the 
margin of victory has never been higher, and series have never been 
closer. It’s been a very different Stanley Cup playoffs. The postseason is 
routinely unpredictable, but this is a new level for it. 

It’s a whole new world out there and that’s made it difficult to feel out 
each series and assess what happens next — especially with things 
changing so quickly from game to game. 

So, that’s the goal here: a team-by-team mid-series vibe check to quickly 
recap what’s gone right, what’s gone wrong and what hope is left. How to 
properly assess the vibes you ask?  

Glad you brought that up, there’s only one reasonable way to measure 
vibes: with the words of the most popular artist in the world. 

Hey, when you have a gimmick that works, it’s best to beat it into the 
ground until it doesn’t. 

Colorado 

Odds of advancing: 100 percent 

Vibe Check: “I only see daylight, daylight, daylight, daylight” 

In the least surprising result of the first round, the Colorado Avalanche 
beat the Nashville Predators. It was never close as the Avalanche once 
again steam-rolled an inferior opponent in the opening round. I guess 
some things still are predictable and Colorado made due on its exorbitant 
92 percent series probability. The real challenge comes next in defeating 

their nemesis: the second round. That’s a future problem. For now, it’s 
clear skies for the Cup favorite. 

Nashville 

Odds of advancing: 0 percent 

Vibe Check: “I’m sorry, the old Taylor can’t come to the phone right now. 
Why? Oh, ’cause she’s dead.” 

Would this series have been different with Juuse Saros? Maybe 
Nashville steals one of the tighter games, but probably not on the whole. 
There isn’t much to take out of this series other than the understanding 
that the Predators are very far from what it takes to truly contend. If 
Colorado is the bar the Predators are well below it. The dream with this 
core feels like it’s over. 

Minnesota 

Odds of advancing: 68 percent 

Vibe Check: “Are we out of the woods yet?” 

Naturally, the woodsy vibe goes to the Wild. But no, at 2-2 they’re not 
even close to out of the woods yet. The Blues have injury problems, are 
getting caved in at five-on-five as expected, and have an ever-depleting 
blue line that might suggest the hard part of this series is over. But Game 
4 beckoned with a new goalie in net and a fierce resolve that Minnesota 
couldn’t figure out through the first two periods. The Wild made it spicy in 
the third, but the comeback kings couldn’t get it done this time. 

The Wild are still in the driver’s seat with home-ice advantage in the 
remaining games and have earned 62 percent of the expected goals so 
far. They’ve been the better team on aggregate and there’s very good 
reason to feel comfortable about the team’s chances of winning the 
series. The vibes should be good, but there’s still that fear that naturally 
arises from Minnesota sports, which is where the woodsy motif fits 
perfectly. The Blues are battered and bruised, looking like a very 
beatable team. But beatable is no guarantee — they’re still lurking in the 
shadows of the tree-line, ready to take this series the distance. 

How the Wild played in Games 2 and 3 is encouraging, as well as its 
third-period onslaught in Game 4. Going into the series many felt this 
was a bad matchup for Minnesota, but those games suggest otherwise. 
There is reason to feel good despite the series line but also a reason for 
weariness too. A two-thirds chance to advance is far from a lock. 

St. Louis 

Odds of advancing: 32 percent 

Vibe Check: “In my defense, I have none” 

With a fully healthy defense corps, this series is a lot more interesting. At 
five-on-five, the Blues are bottom four in actual and expected goals 
against per 60 so far — the injuries on defense likely contribute to that. 

The Blues have proven their strengths can match up decently enough 
with the Wild so far, namely their massive special teams’ advantage. For 
the series, the Blues are outscoring the Wild 5-2 via special teams which 
completely makes up for the 9-6 edge Minnesota has at even strength. 
That’s what many figured to be the key for St. Louis in this series and 
they have not disappointed in that regard. Whether that continues 
remains to be seen, but for now it’s a good sign. It’ll be interesting to see 
how swallowed whistles in deciding games play a role here as it would 
lessen St. Louis’s special teams’ edge, but perhaps increase what they’re 
capable of at five-on-five. Heavy hockey. 

The issue the team faces going forward though are the injuries that 
continue to pile up on defense. That was already a major concern for the 
Blues given the team was already rather thin there and it only gets 
bleaker with injuries to Torey Krug, Nick Leddy, Marco Scandella, and 
Robert Bortuzzo. That’s four regulars from the team’s top six, forcing 
lesser players into larger roles — and excessive minutes for the 
remaining two, Colton Parayko and Justin Faulk. There may be reprieve 
coming over the rest of the series, but that many holes on an already 
porous blue line might be too difficult to survive. It helps explain why the 
Wild have controlled the scoring chance share so thoroughly and if that 
continues the Blues are playing with fire. 
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That puts a lot of pressure on Jordan Binnington in net. He stepped in for 
Game 4 and played well enough, but his numbers this year and his 
recent playoff history post-Cup make that a risky call too. 

Calgary  

Odds of advancing: 69 percent 

Vibe Check: “I’ve been having a hard time adjusting. I had the shiniest 
wheels, now they’re rusting” 

It took a bit of time for the Flames to find their game in these playoffs, a 
worrying sign for a team whose last Round 1 stint as heavy favorites 
went disastrously. There was an adjustment period as the Stars 
essentially forced the Flames to sink down to their level into an ungodly 
battle of attrition. That led to a 2-1 series deficit headlined by a lack of 
goals and a complete lack of star power. One of Calgary’s biggest edges 
heading into the series was its incredible top line, but their collective fire 
did not burn brightly through the first three games. The trio of Johnny 
Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm had an expected goals 
percentage close to 45 percent, one of the worst marks of the team. 

But adjustment periods don’t last forever and we finally got a real glimpse 
of what this team is capable of in Game 4 — specifically that top line. The 
trio was a factor on the first three goals and dominated at five-on-five with 
62 percent of the expected goals. That’s more like it. If not for Jake 
Oettinger, the game would’ve been a lot more lopsided as Calgary put up 
over six expected goals on the game. The reliable high octane style was 
much closer to what the Flames showed during the regular season and 
the vibes look like they’re back on track as a result. 

Those first few games can’t be ignored and the fact the series is tied 
remains a little discouraging. Calgary should be able to take care of 
business and are still nicely favored for a reason, but we’ve already seen 
the Flames succumb to the Stars’ blanketing defense. It’s not impossible 
to see that return in the final three games. Calgary better hope the 
adjustment period is over because playing Stars hockey is no fun for 
anyone. 

Dallas 

Odds of advancing: 31 percent 

Vibe Check: “I had a marvellous time ruining everything” 

Playoff hockey is the absolute best 95 percent of the time. Welcome to 
the exception to the rule. Kudos on being tied in this series, Dallas, but 
I’ve hated watching most of it. It hasn’t all been bad, obviously, but there 
have been plenty of stretches of low-event slog that this beautiful game 
just doesn’t need. So far, we’re averaging 3.5 goals per game in this 
series. Yuck. 

It’s what Dallas needs to do to have a chance to win against a much 
better team, so I get it, but it makes watching them a chore. It certainly 
has frustrated the Flames and has done its job: make the series even. 
Until a Game 4 dud by the Stars, the series was basically even at five-on-
five which is not what many would have expected going into it.  

Game 4 was obviously a lot closer to expectations, but either way, the 
Stars are tied at two in this series and that’s in direct correlation to them 
actively ruining the sport. Do what you gotta do to win, I guess, but I 
despise you for it. The sooner the Stars are off my TV the better. We 
don’t need other middling teams getting any ideas. 

Edmonton 

Odds of advancing: 65 percent 

Vibe Check: “We were flyin’, but we’d never get far” 

The Oilers have a plus-seven goal differential in these playoffs, the 
second-highest of any team behind only Colorado. Those kinds of 
numbers are usually enough for a commanding series lead and in a just 
world, the Oilers would be up 3-1 having outscored the Kings 17-10. But 
the playoffs are anything but, and sequencing unfortunately means a lot. 

It’s the series score that makes things feel a bit discouraging here for 
Oilers fans, especially given the opponent — one of the weakest in the 
entire playoffs. If the Oilers are tied 2-2 against a team like the Kings, 
what chance do they realistically stand of going much farther if they make 
it out of this series? There’s a strong chance they do at 65 percent, but 

there is still some room for trepidation, especially after being shut down 
in the most recent game. 

Having said that, any concern should still be minimal here because of 
how much better Edmonton have looked. The Oilers have home-ice 
advantage and have already shown that they can absolutely rock the 
Kings with the two decisive games. They have the fire-power to lead 
them to victory and a goalie putting up a .942 save percentage. That 
should be enough over the final three games. 

For Edmonton, one of the worries was that they’d depend on special 
teams only to win this series. While their advantage there has been 
massive there (outscoring the Kings 6-1), they’re also dominating at five-
on-five too with 55 percent of the expected goals. If Edmonton plays the 
way it has so far been there isn’t much to worry about. 

Los Angeles 

Odds of advancing: 35 percent 

Vibe Check: “They’d say I hustled, put in the work. They wouldn’t shake 
their heads and question how much of this I deserve” 

Naturally, given the Oilers’ write-up, the vibes aren’t as rosy for the Kings 
who are extremely fortunate to be tied in this series. Game 4 was a 
deserved win, but it was the first time in this series that Los Angeles was 
the better team — and they still needed a superhuman effort from 
Jonathan Quick to get it. If not for a Smith blunder in Game 1, this series 
would likely be close to over. The Kings are outmatched at even strength 
and on both special teams against the Oilers so far and unless that 
changes, it’s difficult to see Los Angeles winning the series the way the 
Kings are currently playing. 

But things can change in that regard and that all falls on some individuals 
rising to the occasion. The series began with the idea that Los Angeles 
had two shutdown centers capable of stopping Edmonton’s elite duo, but 
so far only Phillip Danault has shown up in that regard. He and linemate 
Trevor Moore are among the few Kings who have out-chanced and out-
scored the Oilers at five-on-five in this series — and they’re both scoring 
at a point-per-game rate too. Anze Kopitar on the other hand? Two points 
and deservedly outscored 6-2 thanks to a grotesque 32 percent expected 
goals rate. He needs to be much better because the Kings don’t really 
have the depth to step up otherwise. 

Also of note: the potential return of Viktor Arvidsson might be what tips 
the scales here a bit. He was amazing during the regular season and it’s 
a good sign the Kings are tied 2-2 without him. He can be a difference-
making edge if he returns in this series. 

Florida 

Odds of advancing: 75 percent 

Vibe Check: “In silent screams and wildest dreams I never dreamed of 
this” 

The Florida Panthers, who won the Presidents’ trophy with 122 points, 
were two minutes away from being down 3-1 to a wildcard team. The 
Florida Panthers, who were the first team since 1996 to average over 
four goals-per-game, were two minutes away from averaging 2.25 goals-
per-game in the playoffs. 

The playoffs, man. They’re different. We all know it, but it’s still always a 
surprise to see such a dominant team struggle to bring out their identity 
in the real season. The Panthers have looked like a shade of their usually 
explosive selves. What’s transpired so far would’ve been hard to imagine 
at the outset of the series and has led to some valid questions of whether 
the team is built for the playoffs. 

Could the culprit also be playoff inexperience? The Capitals are one of 
those teams that know how to play playoff-style hockey, skirting the line 
perfectly in an extremely frustrating way. It’s what teams learn with 
repeated lengthy postseason reps, something that has eluded this core 
similar to their Atlantic Division friends up north. It’s shown for much of 
this series where the Panthers’ firepower has been flummoxed at every 
turn. Their expected goal rate was measly coming into Game 3 given the 
opponent. Their special teams’ play was also ineffective, with zero 
power-play goals through four games.  

Yet, the series is tied. 
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Some late-game heroics in a well-played Game 4 tied things up with two 
minutes left and Florida got the job done in overtime. The Panthers 
played very well overall and that’s something to build on for Games 5,6, 
and maybe 7 — but on aggregate this series has still been a rather 
uninspiring one for them. The vibes can still change going forward and 
the Capitals have been a surprisingly tough matchup — I just expected a 
lot more. 

Florida is a heavy favorite to advance, but that’s based primarily on what 
we knew about them during the regular season. The Panthers don’t feel 
like 75 percent favorites based on what they’ve shown in this series so 
far. 

Washington 

Odds of advancing: 25 percent 

Vibe Check: “We tried to forget it, but we just couldn’t. And I bury 
hatchets, but I keep maps of where I put ‘em” 

Back in 2010, the Capitals were exactly where the Panthers were: a 
dominant team that won the Presidents’ trophy built on explosive run-
and-gun offense. That year was supposed to be their year, but they were 
upset in the first round by a scrappy underdog team. A humiliating 
experience, but an important one towards the team finally finding playoff 
success: a Stanley Cup in 2018. 

The road there was long and arduous and while the Capitals learned the 
necessary lessons long ago, an opportunity to teach them to another 
high-flying franchise simply can’t be passed up. This year, it’s the 
Capitals in the scrappy underdog role and they’re making lemonade out 
of it so far. They buried the hatchet on that blown 2010 series with a Cup 
win, but getting vengeance with the shoe on the other foot would feel 
pretty damn sweet too. 

Washington has been fierce so far in putting the fear of God into every 
Panthers’ eyes, keeping games as tight as possible and slowing down a 
fast team to a crawl. Florida is struggling to find its game and a lot of 
credit goes to Washington for making that happen. 

I admittedly haven’t had a lot of faith in Washington for… umm… five 
years now and they keep proving me wrong. This year I was especially 
down on them, especially against this opponent. But these first four 
games have been extremely impressive. Even if it doesn’t end up with a 
series win, the vibes are still strong here. Washington has fought hard 
and made this series more interesting than initially imaginable.   

Toronto 

Odds of advancing: 62 percent 

Vibe Check: “They told me all of my cages were mental. So I got wasted 
like all my potential” 

Was this entire idea just a vehicle to relate the feelings that both the 
Leafs and Taylor Swift ellicit inside of me? Yes, no question. It works for 
every team because she’s a generational songwriter with words for every 
occasion, but it works best for this team specifically. There are way too 
many choices to pick from that it would’ve been easy to just go with “I 
swear I don’t love the drama, it loves me.” The Leafs are playoff drama 
personified.  

The obvious choice here was “I think I’ve seen this film before, and I 
didn’t like the ending” because, well, this is Part Six of an annual summer 
blockbuster. We literally have seen this film before. Multiple times. Every 
time the ending hurts even more than the last. 

That is why I went in a different direction with the lyrical vibe, the one that 
explains the pain best — especially this year. In a vacuum, a close series 
loss to the defending champs isn’t that shameful, but the Leafs do not 
operate in a vacuum. It’s hard to ignore five straight first-round exits 
preceding it, and three straight as the better regular-season team. As 
favorites. With all the talent the team has assembled, Toronto should not 
still be searching for a first-round win and the team’s biggest enemy 
remains itself. The Leafs are locked in a cage of their own creation, 
slowly getting crushed by the pressure of their potential. That, and they 
looked absolutely wasted to start Game 4. It works on multiple levels. 

There are times when this series has felt different. Game 1 sure did. So 
did Game 3. But the team’s inability to follow up a win with sustained 

momentum is troubling. The fact Game 4 was as predictable as it was to 
a seasoned fan is a bad sign for a team that can’t get out of its own way 
to get over the hump. Any minor accomplishment leads to their foot off 
the gas and that won’t fly against an experienced team like Tampa Bay. 

Right now, The Vibes are bad. But that’s the thing about this team — The 
Vibes are always dictated by the literal most recent event. Just two days 
ago, the vibes were great. It’s a roller coaster where things can change 
quickly and aggressively. One win in Game 5 can get it all back and 
maybe the team will use that as a spring to finally close out a series.  

It may not feel good now, but being tied against the defending champs 
with home ice is not a bad place to be — even if it feels like a sequel you 
didn’t ask for. 

Tampa Bay 

Odds of advancing: 38 percent 

Vibe Check: “But I keep cruisin’. Can’t stop, won’t stop movin’. It’s like I 
got this music in my mind sayin’ “it’s gonna be alright” 

Embarrassed in Game 1? No worries. Down 2-1? No worries. Just… 
shake it off. 

The two-time defending Stanley Cup champions are defending double 
champions for a reason and it’s their ability to not only elevate their game 
in the playoffs but also bounce back when things go sideways. The 
team’s record and Andrei Vasilevskiy’s stats after a loss are the stuff of 
legend and the Leafs are learning that the hard way right now in a very 
difficult series.  

This series has been dead even so far, but it’s Tampa Bay’s resolve and 
the strength of its counter-punch that would make any team nervous, let 
alone the league’s most anxious one. The Lightning have looked 
beatable in Games 1 and 3 in this series, but have also looked 
unstoppable in Games 2 and 4. That’s a tough combo to suss out any 
vibes, but given this team’s history — and the history of the team on the 
other side — there’s obviously a spot in this series that feels more 
comfortable.  

Toronto may have home-ice advantage, but the Lightning’s inability to 
lose back-to-back games and their championship pedigree means the 
vibes are firmly on their side. Even if the odds aren’t. (Blame the homer 
model for that one). If this goes to seven, and it sure seems like it is, is 
anyone not picking Tampa Bay? 

Carolina 

Odds of advancing: 54 percent 

Vibe Check: “Cause nothing’s as it seems and spinning out of control” 

We all knew the story coming into the series: Carolina had solved the 
Bruins, and early on in the series that thought felt prescient. In the three 
meetings the team had this season, Carolina won all three out-scoring 
Boston by an astounding 16-1 margin. That only continued through the 
first two games of the postseason where the Hurricanes won 5-1 and 5-2, 
making it a perfect 5-0 on the season with a 26-4 scoreline. Pure 
domination. 

But momentum in a playoff series can change on a dime. Two losses in 
Boston and it’s suddenly a tied series. More concerning: that it’s tied 
despite how unlucky the Bruins have been at five-on-five. For the series, 
Boston has carried the run of play earning 57 percent of the expected 
goals which is fourth behind Minnesota, Colorado and Pittsburgh. It’s 
unlike Carolina to get out-chanced like that, but it gets worse. The team’s 
vaunted penalty kill has also crumbled allowing 9.8 goals-per-60 and 
10.7 expected goals-per-60. During the season, Carolina led the lead on 
both accounts at 4.1 and 5.0 respectively. It’s especially challenging 
when the team struggles to stay out of the box, giving Boston nine 
power-play opportunities in Game 4. Nothing’s going right lately. 

Over the last two games, the Hurricanes haven’t looked like themselves 
and the series has gotten away from them as a result. A lack of news 
regarding the health of Frederik Andersen doesn’t help matters either. 

The good news is that they have home-ice advantage in a series where 
the home team has won every game. That, and Charlie McAvoy likely 
missing Games 5 and 6 with Covid. It helps, but even with home ice and 
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without McAvoy this is still a tight series that can go either way — and 
right now momentum isn’t exactly on Carolina’s side. That can change, 
but the Hurricanes really need to start playing up to their ability. 

Boston 

Odds of advancing: 46 percent 

Vibe Check: “I know they said the end is near, but I’m still on my tallest 
tiptoes” 

Down 2-0 against a team that smoked them all season is bad vibe city. 
But some clever adjustments have put Boston back on the right track. 
Jeremy Swayman starting and a Perfection Line reunion has been the 
catalyst for a comeback that has this series all knotted up. The Bruins 
look like they have their swagger back after impressive back-to-back 
showings at home. 

One big problem though: the absence of McAvoy. He’s been a stud on 
defense all season as not only Boston’s top guy, but one of the best 
defenders in the sport. He didn’t get a Norris nomination, but he was, at 
the very least, a top-five player at his position this season. It’s a huge 
loss for Boston and though the Bruins overcame it in Game 4, it’s going 
to be an uphill battle in Games 5 and 6. He adds around four percent to 
the team’s win probability and by GSVA is regarded to be the game’s 
second most valuable defenseman behind Cale Makar. On the road 
where Carolina can dictate the matchups will make it especially 
harrowing, and the status of Hampus Lindholm, McAvoy’s partner, puts a 
further wrench in that. 

Not many teams have to deal with missing their entire top pair and that 
makes the road ahead difficult. But the Bruins have the star-power up 
front to potentially make up for it. This series is back to even and though 
Boston is on the wrong side of 50 percent in series probability, the way 
the Bruins played to claw back has to be admired. Until Carolina throws a 
capable counter-punch, Boston is looking pretty scary on the other side. 

New York 

Odds of advancing: 13 percent 

Vibe Check: “We were built to fall apart” 

I wanted to use “everybody here wanted something more” from Welcome 
To New York, because duh. 

Then Game 4 happened. Oof. 

I can’t remember the last time a team was so thoroughly dominated in a 
playoff game on the scoreboard and the shot clock. By expected goals, it 
was the most lopsided game in the analytics era. The ol’ Deserve To Win 
O’Meter doesn’t usually look this gruesome for a playoff game. 

That’s often the case for any and every team that depends so much on 
goaltending to get by and the Rangers were no different. When the 
goaltending falters there needs to be a Plan B. The Rangers haven’t 
really had one in this series and that much was evident during their 
regular season. The Rangers had a lot of red flags that a few deadline 
additions couldn’t fix on their own. They were thin at both forward and 
defense and though a few adjustments helped, the strength down the 
stretch was likely brought on more by a soft schedule than a revamped 
roster. 

The 3-1 series deficit will be very tough to get out of. Having the best 
goalie in the world helps as he can steal any game, but the way the 
Rangers are playing right now suggests any win would take outright 
larceny. The Rangers are currently operating at 36 percent of the 
expected goals. That’s an impossible ask for any goalie and it’s extra 
troubling when that ‘best goalie in the world’ starts looking human. 

Pittsburgh 

Odds of advancing: 87 percent 

Vibe Check: “Nothin’ lasts forever, but this is gettin’ good now” 

The last few playoff runs after winning back-to-back Cups have been 
unfortunately short for Pittsburgh as the Penguins had strong teams that 
were undone by spectacular misfortune — namely ice-cold sticks. A date 
against Shesterkin felt daunting. Combine that with the whole heavy 

hockey trend, a cold streak to end the season and the Penguins were 
understandably an unpopular first-round pick against New York. 

Throw that narrative in the trash: no team has better vibes right now than 
the Penguins. 

The vibes are absolutely immaculate as one of the all-time greats goes 
for one Last Dance with the OG squad. Does anyone not want to see one 
last run for Sidney Crosby and co? Because it’s starting to feel like the 
beginning of one. The fact that dressing a third-string goalie for the 
majority of the series has left Pittsburgh undeterred is true divine 
intervention. The hockey gods want this. Hell, their odds to advance to 
the second round are 87 percent. Because, of course they are. 

Crosby is basically manifesting this all into existence with his incredible 
play as he leads the Penguins to a 3-1 series lead. Crosby looks flat-out 
dominant with nine points in four games and an absurd 77 percent 
expected goals rate.  That’s led to an average Game Score of 3.3 which 
is second to only Cale Makar. There are also these stats from the top line 
which speak to how dominant the trio has been as a whole. 
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Game 4: Panthers 3, Capitals 2 (OT) | Series tied 2-2 

Who was the guy? Was Carter Verhaeghe about to do Evgeny 
Kuznetsov’s bird celebration after his overtime winner? He did have his 
arms wide open above his head and seemed poised to flap. But alas, 
before he could, he found himself in a Radko Gudas bear hug and then a 
full-blown Panthers group hug. Regardless, Verhaeghe’s second goal of 
the game — a beautiful far-side, top-shelf one-timer of his own rebound 
— leveled the series at 2-2. That gave the Panthers, whose high-flying 
offense has largely been stymied by the Capitals in this series, a chance 
to exhale after Washington was barely two minutes away from taking a 3-
1 stranglehold on the series. 

What was the key? We’ve seen a lot of early goalie pulls this postseason, 
usually during desperate moments when teams are chasing more than 
one goal. It hasn’t ended well for anybody. Until Monday night. With 
Washington up 2-1 on Kuznetsov’s third-period goal (more on that later), 
Panthers coach Andrew Brunette took a chance and pulled Sergei 
Bobrovsky for an extra attacker with more than three minutes to go. It 
almost backfired, as Garnet Hathaway hit the side of the net from about 
130 feet away right off the ensuing faceoff. But a minute later, Sam 
Reinhart showed off some great hand-eye coordination, knocking a puck 
out of mid-air, dropping it to his feet and smacking it in for the equalizer 
at 17:56 of the third. 

Key stat: Washington had 16 shots on goal. Sixteen. In a game that went 
to overtime. 

The moment it was over: Uhm, when Verhaeghe scored the winner. 
That’s kind of how overtime works. 

Moment of the game: T.J. Oshie’s high hit on Sam Bennett midway 
through the third period might earn him a call from the Department of 
Player Safety. At the time, it looked like it might decide the game — and 
the series — as it led directly to Kuznetsov’s breakaway goal that made it 
2-1. Had a penalty been called (and it certainly should have been), the 
play would have been blown dead and Kuznetsov wouldn’t have gotten 
his breakaway. On an attempted zone entry, Bennett had lost the puck — 
then he nearly lost his head, as Oshie absolutely drilled him up high. You 
can go Zapruder film on this one and try to say the head wasn’t the 
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principal point of contact, but it was an absolutely dangerous hit, and 
given the ticky-tack stuff that was called throughout the first two periods 
— only 22 of the first 40 minutes of the game were played at five-on-five 
— it was absurd to let a hit like that slide just because it was the third 
period of a tied game. It was playoff officiating at its worst. Fortunately, 
Bennett stayed in the game and it didn’t decide this one. 

Panthers worry meter:        In three of four games, the juggernaut 
Panthers have had two or fewer goals in regulation. Scoring goals is kind 
of their whole thing, so it’s a concern, even with home-ice advantage in a 
best-of-three. 

Game 4: Penguins 7, Rangers 2 | Pittsburgh leads 3-1 

Who was the guy? It’s Sidney Crosby’s world and we’re just living in it. 
Maybe everyone got bored of talking about how elite he is this season, 
but he’s one of the best in the league and is putting that on display this 
postseason. The star center ended the game with a goal and two assists, 
to lead all skaters with three points. At five-on-five, the Penguins 
generated 90.9 percent of the expected goal share with him on the ice — 
yes, you read that right, 90.9 percent. That entire top line earned a 92.8 
percent expected goals rate.  

What was the key? The Penguins absolutely outplayed the Rangers to 
force them to the brink of elimination, rocking a 79.9 percent expected 
goals rate via Natural Stat Trick at five-on-five. The Rangers’ 20.1 
percent, thanks to the digging of @HockeyStatMiner, was the worst 
playoff performance by this team in the ‘data era.’ 

In terms of NaturalStatTrick xGF%, this was the worst #NYR playoff 
performance in the analytics era (since 2007-08) 

20.13% at 5v5, 

previous low was 21.53% (Round 2/Game 4 vs PIT in 2014) 

20.53% in all-situations, 

While New York had strengthened their defensive play late in the regular 
season, there was little structure in sight in Game 4. It was breakdown 
after breakdown and the Penguins exploited it — and their Vezina-caliber 
goalie couldn’t stop the bleeding. Pittsburgh had time and space to 
create quality offense, and their opponent just didn’t adjust to it.  

Key stat: Where do we begin? Pick a stat, any stat. It’ll show one team 
absolutely thriving and one flailing. How about high danger shot 
attempts? Ahead of the Rangers pulling Igor Shesterkin, they were 15-0 
in Pittsburgh’s favor. The Penguins ended with 20, while New York 
mustered just one. That’s no way to challenge a third goaltender in Louis 
Domingue.  

The moment it was over: If Mike Matheson’s go-ahead goal wasn’t 
deflating enough for the Rangers, or momentum building enough for 
Pittsburgh, Jake Guentzel’s 3-1 tally sure was. New York was caught 
puck-watching against one of the best scoring duos in the league of 
Crosby and Guentzel, and that’s why a tie game went to a 3-1 score in 
less than 30 seconds of play.  

The moment of the game: Stop me if you heard this before, but the 
Rangers made defensive mistakes and it led to a quality opportunity from 
the Penguins — a shot from Jeff Carter that the crowd thought was a 
goal. Somehow it wasn’t and play continued. Pittsburgh may not have 
scored there, but they just kept up with their offensive efforts and 
moments later they put two goals on the board. The Rangers, on the 
other hand, did not learn from that lapse, and you know what happened 
from there.   

Game 4: Avalanche 5, Predators 3 | Colorado wins 4-0 

Who was the guy? It’s Cale Makar. The newly-announced Norris Trophy 
finalist had a missile from the point to make it 2-1, skated through a 
check to set up the game-winner, and was, in general, the most 
electrifying player on the ice. 

What was the key? The Avalanche’s sheer will to put this series away. 
Nashville finally took its first lead of the series early in the third period — 
with Filip Forsberg finally getting on the board — but the Avalanche 
would not be denied. Devon Toews answered to tie the game five 
minutes later, and then Makar’s dazzling assist put Colorado back in 
control, this time for good. 

Key stat: 14. The number of times Josh Manson told Makar “good play” 
coming off the ice Monday (probably). 

The moment it was over: Nathan MacKinnon scored the rare five-on-five 
empty netter with 55.9 seconds remaining to make it 5-3. The game 
would have likely been over about 30 seconds sooner, if not for Filip 
Forsberg’s penalty on Mikko Rantanen to save an almost certain empty 
netter, but the penalty prolonged the Predators’ hopes for another 
precious few seconds. Nashville even got a decent scoring chance out of 
it … right before MacKinnon buried the dagger. 

The moment of the game: It wasn’t the decisive moment, but it’s not 
every day you see a shot so hard it breaks the net. That’s what Andre 
Burakovsky did less than two minutes in to open the scoring, and it feels 
like a pretty fitting visual for the way Colorado ripped through the first 
round. 

Game 4: Flames 4, Stars 1 | Series tied 2-2 

Who was the guy? We have to pick one person here, right? Can’t just 
give to the Flames’ second line or something? Okey doke. It’s Jacob 
Markstrom. Yes, Calgary finally broke through the Dallas defensive dam 
and avoided going down 3-1 to a team virtually nobody picked to beat 
them — but none of that matters if Markstrom doesn’t keep the game 
even through the midpoint of the second period or help Calgary’s 1-0 
lead stand up for almost 18 minutes after that. He finished with 34 saves 
on 35 shots (including all five of the Stars’ high-danger chances) and a 
goals saved above expected of 2.9, per Natural Stat Trick. His best stop 
of the night? Probably this one on Tyler Seguin. The game was scoreless 
at the time, for the record. 

What was the key? Whatever fake-out Darryl Sutter pulled during 
Monday’s morning skate pulled off, when Brett Ritchie worked out on the 
second line with Mikael Backlund and Andrew Mangiapane dropped 
down to the fourth. By game time, Mangiapane was back with Backlund 
to start — and it worked. Calgary’s mixed-up middle six — Backlund, 
Mangiapane, Blake Coleman, Calle Jarnkrok, Dillon Dube and Tyler 
Toffoli — carried the night from a puck possession standpoint; their shots 
for percentages at even strength were all around 70 percent, and 
Backlund scored Calgary’s fourth goal. 

Key stat: Calgary had 20 high-danger chances at even strength. Dallas 
had seven. 

The moment it was over: When Elias Lindholm put Calgary up 3-0 with a 
wide-open shot from the high slot at 11:53 of the third period. It was as 
open an even-strength, non-rush look as the Flames have had all series 
— the exact sort of opportunity Dallas had so effectively prevented. Not 
for nothing, it was on Jake Oettinger’s high blocker side. He’s saved 
more than his share of those thus far. Felt like the lights went out after 
that. 

Moment of the game: As if there’s a choice other than Johnny 
Gaudreau’s penalty shot earlier in the third period. Game 3 swung on 
Gaudreau’s failed breakaway attempt. He didn’t let it happen again, went 
backhand, leg up, deke, five-hole and gave his team a crucial two-goal 
lead. 
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Today I update my 2022 NHL Draft board ahead of tonight’s draft lottery. 
Soon we will have a draft order and mock draft season can begin. 
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The most important event on the draft calendar, the IIHF U-18 World 
Championships in Germany, are done — and with that comes expected 
movement. Czech forward Jiri Kulich saw his stock rise significantly, 
while other players such as USA winger Rutger McGroarty helped 
themselves too. Meanwhile, Canadian forward David Goyette’s 
tournament ended up pushing him out of the top tier of prospects. 

There’s also an update to provide on Ivan Miroshnichenko, a player I had 
rated as a top 5 pick before he was diagnosed with a serious illness that 
will keep him out of hockey for a long time. Miroshnichenko was present 
at the U18s and met with several NHL teams. Following those meetings, 
several NHL clubs are feeling more optimistic about the prospect of 
drafting him compared to a month or two ago. 

In discussions with Miroshnichenko’s representative Mark Gandler, he 
confirmed what has been reported by Russian news outlets: that 
Miroshnichenko was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Gandler also 
said that Miroshnichenko is in remission. In my last ranking I noted that I 
felt it was inappropriate to editorialize on Miroshnichenko’s draft stock 
given the serious medical issues he’s going through and my lack of 
subject matter knowledge in that area. Given the positive news since, 
and discussions with Miroshnichenko’s camp — who noted that they do 
not take offense to the player being discussed in a ranking or mock draft 
setting — I have reversed this stance, but I will still note that there is a 
large looming medical analysis question that I am not qualified to engage 
in. Thus, the analysis will be of a highly talented player, but one who has 
significantly more risk on his projection since then. 

The players are placed in a tier showing their NHL projection; for now I 
will only rank those I feel are in the upper echelon of the draft. Their 
skating, puck skills, hockey sense and compete level are also given a 
grade, with their shot being given a grade if it’s notably good or poor. The 
grading scale for tools has six levels, so it could be interpreted as 1-6, 
but it will be written out as poor, below NHL average, NHL average, 
above NHL average, high-end and elite. The tool grades are not 
formulaic, meaning the rankings incorporate the tool grades, as well as 
players’ statistics, size, and other information I’ve gathered in the process 
of making this list. 

Once the junior playoffs and the World Championships unfold, I will 
release a long list shortly afterwards. 

Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

1. Shane Wright, C, Kingston (OHL) 

Jan. 5, 2004 | 6′ 0.25″ | 191 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 1 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Wright was the captain and a top player for a top OHL team 
In Kingston. He finished 8th in OHL scoring. He was a top two-line center 
for Canada’s U20 team at the world juniors. He scored nine goals and 14 
points in five games at the U18 worlds as a U17 player, leading Canada 
to gold. He was granted exceptional status to play in the OHL as a 15-
year-old where he scored 39 goals and 66 points in 58 games. 

Analysis: Wright is the top prospect in the 2022 NHL Draft but that 
margin has decreased over the course of the season. He’s a very well-
rounded center who has no noticeable flaw in his skill set but there also 
isn’t a ton about his game that gets you overly excited. He can skate and 
handle the puck like an NHLer. Wright’s game translates because of his 
compete and direct style of play. He takes pucks to the net and plays 
with pace. He can pull up to make a tough pass but can take pucks to the 
interior too. He has the high-end vision to run a power-play unit and 
make tough plays with pace. His shot is very good, showing the ability to 
pick corners from long range consistently. Off the puck he’s competitive 
and responsible, showing maturity beyond his years. He projects as a 

No. 1 center in the NHL due to his all-around play but probably won’t be 
an elite scorer in the league. 

2. Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, Tps (FINLAND) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 3.5″ | 218 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 2 

Tier: Projected bubble NHL All-Star and top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Slafkovsky was a regular player for TPS this season. He 
was named MVP of the Olympics where he played a huge role in 
Slovakia earning a bronze medal. He played a notable role on Slovakia’s 
U20 team which outshot Sweden 2:1 in a world junior game. He played 
for Slovakia’s national team in the Olympic qualifiers, and in the World 
Championships as a U17 player. He was a top player for the Slovakian 
U20 team as a 16-year-old and a top player for a top Finland junior team 
in 2021. 

Analysis: Slafkovsky has all the assets you’re looking for in a top NHL 
forward. He’s a 6-foot-4 winger who can beat opponents with speed and 
skill. He can use finesse to put pucks through opponents, or power and 
quickness to get around defenders. Slafkovsky can set up and finish 
plays well. Physically, he won’t run over guys but his compete is good 
enough. He projects as a top-line winger with the potential to be a star in 
the league. 

Projected top of the lineup player 

3. Logan Cooley, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

May. 4, 2004 | 5′ 10.25″ | 174 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 3 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Cooley has been the leading player in the 2004 age group 
for the USNTDP the last two years, although his pure production doesn’t 
blow you away. He made the USA world junior team as a 17-year-old in a 
significant role as their No. 2 center with power play time. He was a top 
forward at the U18 World Championships. He was a top player for the 
U18 team as a 16-year-old as well. He’s committed to the University of 
Minnesota. 

Analysis: Cooley is a dynamic player. When he has the puck on his stick 
you instantly notice him because of his high-end speed, skill and 
offensive IQ. He can make highly creative dekes and passes at full 
speed. The pace of his game is why I think he will be a top NHL player. 
He takes pucks up the ice and to the net often. Cooley lacks size, but he 
plays hard. He can drive play at even strength while also having the 
vision and shot to be a power-play threat running a unit from the walls. 
He projects as a first-line forward; as a center, he would be a low-end 
first-line center in the NHL. 

4. David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen (CZREP) 

Nov. 28, 2003 | 6′ 3.0″ | 189 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 4 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 
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Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Jiricek was playing a notable role on a good Czechia league 
team and looking very good versus men, before a knee injury at the 
world juniors knocked him out for the second half. He has since started 
practicing again and was invited to Czechia’s national team camp. He 
played games for the senior Czechia team at the Karjala Cup. He was 
also named one of Czechia’s best players at the 2021 world juniors 
despite being one of the youngest players in the tournament. 

Analysis: Jiricek is a big, right-shot defenseman who makes an impact at 
both ends of the rink. He has great individual skill to make opponents 
miss. You combine that with very good vision and a hard point shot, and 
inside the offensive zone he can make a lot happen and be dangerous 
on a power play. His skating won’t dazzle, but for his size he gets around 
well enough. What his skating looks like post-knee surgery is something 
to monitor. He shows some shiftiness to pull away from checks, but lacks 
ideal speed and burst for the NHL level. Despite that, he defends well 
due to his reach and a high level of physical play, often punishing 
opposing forwards with his body. He projects as a top-pair defenseman. 

5. Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra (SLOVAKIA) 

Feb. 15, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 190 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 5 

Tier: Projected top of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Nemec played significant minutes versus men in Slovakia 
for the last two seasons. He has immense international experience. He 
scored 17 points in 19 games for his club team in Slovakia. He’s already 
played in two world juniors, and was among Slovakia’s best players both 
times. He was the best defenseman at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup this 
summer and played for the senior team at the World Championship last 
season and in the Olympics this season. 

Analysis: Nemec is a very well-rounded defenseman. His puck game is 
great. He has the high-end brain to make a lot of tough plays often. 
Nemec can hit seams, make plays under pressure and makes a great 
outlet pass. He also shows individual skill which, when combined with 
good speed, allows him to be dangerous in transition too. Defensively 
he’s solid due to his skating, compete and brain, even though he’s not 
imposing physically and can be trusted with tough responsibilities. 
Nemec projects as a top pair defenseman. 

Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

6. Cutter Gauthier, LW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 19, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 189 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 13 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Gauthier was a versatile and important player for the U.S. 
NTDP this season, playing often on both special teams, lining up at wing 

and center for full games depending on their roster. He became a go-to 
player as the season went along, lining up on Cooley’s wing and playing 
PP1. He’s committed to Boston College. 

Analysis: Gauthier has the tools that can make you easily envision him in 
the NHL. He has a thick 6-foot-2 frame and can skate like an NHL player. 
With his size and speed he can overpower opponents to force turnovers 
or in how he attacks the net and it makes him an asset on the PK. 
Gauthier can create with his skating and skill, but his main offensive 
weapon is his shot. He can pick corners from distance with a powerful 
wrist shot. I didn’t love his playmaking early on but that part of his game 
grew on me as the season went on especially how he made passes on 
the move. I see a potential very good top-six forward whether at center or 
the wing with a chance to pop and become a true top of the lineup type. 

7. Joakim Kemell, RW, Jyp (FINLAND) 

Apr. 27, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 171 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 6 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Kemell came out of the gates flying in Liiga but slowed 
down in the second half when he returned from injury. He played a top-
six role on Finland’s U20 team, and scored a goal a game at the Hlinka 
Gretzky and at the U18 Worlds. As an underage, he scored at a high rate 
as well in Finland’s U20 league and was a solid player for Finland’s U18 
team as a 16-year-old. 

Analysis: Kemell is a well-rounded winger who has almost every NHL 
attribute you want other than size at 5-foot-11. He brings skill and speed 
to his shifts, showing the ability to carry the puck up ice and create 
chances for himself and teammates. Kemell can pass the puck very well, 
but his shot is his main weapon. You can set him up from mid-range and 
he can finish. He lacks size, but he plays hard, showing no fear of 
engaging physically to win back pucks or to take a hit to make a play. He 
projects as a very good top-six winger who will score a lot of goals in the 
NHL. 

8. Matthew Savoie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

Jan. 1, 2004 | 5′ 9.0″ | 175 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 8 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Above NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Savoie was one of the top forwards in the WHL as a 17-
year-old, helping lead Winnipeg to the top of the standings and ending 
the season 7th in league scoring. He was a point-per-game player in the 
USHL as a 16-year-old. Savoie was the top pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft after applying for and being denied exceptional status to play at the 
age of 15. He played at the U17 Challenge for Canada as a 15-year-old 
and was a top player. 

Analysis: Savoie is a very talented scorer. He stands out with the puck on 
his stick and can attack in a variety of ways. Savoie is an excellent 
passer, who can run a power play, hit seams at a high rate and make 
tough plays under duress. He has very good hands to maneuver in 
traffic. He has good speed to beat opponents wide and he has a shot that 
can score from range. Savoie lacks ideal NHL size, but he competes 
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hard and wins a surprising amount of battles for his size. He doesn’t have 
incredible speed and skill for a 5-foot-9 player so he may be moved to 
the wing in the NHL, but regardless I see him as a very good top-six 
forward. 

9. Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk (RUSSIA) 

Dec. 22, 2003 | 6′ 1.0″ | 178 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 9 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Yurov played limited minutes on one of the best KHL teams, 
often lining up as a 12th or 13th forward for Magnitogorsk. Later in the 
season he played more junior games where he was very good for a top 
MHL team. He scored three goals and four points at a U20 four-nations 
tournament which helped him make Russia’s U20 team in a lower role. 
He was a point-per-game player in Russia’s junior league the previous 
season, and scored 11 points in seven games at the U18 world 
championships. 

Analysis: Yurov’s skill stands out when you watch him. His stick skills and 
overall creativity with the puck are high end. He’s a good skater and 
shows excellent ability to beat defenders with speed or with dekes. He 
also shows great skill in tight spaces to maintain possession. Yurov can 
make plays but I wouldn’t call his playmaking as dynamic as his 
stickhandling. He’s not overly physical but Yurov works hard to create 
turnovers and can kill penalties. He projects as a quality top-six winger. 

10. Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden (SWEDEN) 

Jul. 24, 2004 | 5′ 10.5″ | 165 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 10 

Tier: Projected bubble top and middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Lekkerimaki put up big numbers in Sweden’s J20 league 
showing significant goal-scoring ability in league and international play. 
He came up to the big club in Djurgarden in the second half where he 
played a notable role in SHL games and scored at a high rate for a 17-
year-old. He scored for Sweden’s U20 team at a November tournament 
and led the U18 Worlds in scoring. 

Analysis: Lekkrimaki is a skilled winger who has various offensive 
elements in his game, but the clear strength of his game is his shot. He is 
a goal-scoring threat from the faceoff dots with a hard, accurate wrist 
shot and one-timer that projects to be a weapon in the NHL. He has good 
speed, hands and vision to generate clean entries and make plays but 
those aspects don’t pop like his shot. Like a lot of shooters, he leans too 
much on his best asset and play too much on the perimeter which isn’t 
ideal for a player who lacks size. Lekkerimaki projects as a quality top-six 
winger. 

Projected middle of the lineup player 

11. Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Omsk Krylia (RUSSIA-2) 

Feb. 4, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 185 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: N/A 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Miroshnichenko played all season up versus men in 
Russia’s second-tier league in a regular role before his season ended in 
January due to being diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma. He scored 1 
goal and 2 points at the U20 4 nations in November. He was the captain 
and a leading player for Russia’s U18 team when they won Hlinka 
Gretzky gold. He scored 6 goals and 8 points in 7 games at the U18 
World Championships the previous season. He originally intended to play 
in Muskegon of the USHL instead of Russia the past two seasons but ran 
into visa issues. 

Analysis: Miroshnichenko is a player with all the attributes you want in a 
top NHL winger. He’s got good size and strength. He’s a strong skater. 
He’s highly skilled. He can make plays and he’s highly competitive. His 
shot is a bullet and can be a weapon from the flank on a pro power play. 
He can beat defenders with speed, he can put pucks through legs, he 
can create at evens and on the power play. He has a bulky frame and 
can play a powerful style of game. He has the tools and track record of a 
projected top line winger, but given his diagnosis he is being placed 
several tiers below that due to the significant uncertainty in his future 
projection — despite positive developments since the initial diagnosis. 

12. Marco Kasper, C, Rogle (SWEDEN) 

Apr. 8, 2004 | 6′ 1.0″ | 183 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 12 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Kasper has played a lot of games for one of the best SHL 
teams in Rogle over the last two seasons and got a regular shift this 
season. He scored 6 points in 13 SHL playoff games this season as well. 
He captained Austria’s U20 team at the world juniors. He also played 
very well for Austria’s senior team, including a four points in three games 
performance at a tournament in November. 

Analysis: Kasper was easy to spot even in SHL games because of how 
powerful an athlete he is. He would often be the guy to wind it up in his 
own end to carry the puck due to his great speed and skill. Kasper has a 
strong 6-foot-1 frame, isn’t afraid to attack the hard areas, and can win 
some battles versus men as a 17-year-old. Kasper attacks with speed 
and skill, and while he can pull up to make a play or use his hard shot, 
his direct style of play will translate to the NHL. He projects as a second 
line center. 

13. Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Jul. 12, 2004 | 5′ 10.75″ | 188 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 20 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Mateychuk played a ton for Moose Jaw this season, often 
playing half the game and was one of the best 17-year-olds in the WHL. 
He was also very good as a 16-year-old in the CHL and was invited to 
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represent Canada at the U18s. He was the 11th pick in his WHL Bantam 
Draft. 

Analysis: Mateychuk is an undersized but dynamic defenseman. His 
skating pops, showing very quick feet that can easily transition pucks up 
ice with speed or evade pressure easily. Mateychuk attacks with the puck 
using his skill, skating and vision, making him a threat off the rush and 
blue line to create chances He can play with pace, but can also make 
passes off the point and use his hard shot to create offense. He defends 
well in the WHL due to his feet but at 5-foot-11 the concern for scouts is 
how well he’ll be able to check in the NHL. It’s a reasonable concern but I 
think he’s so talented and the skating is so good that he will find a way to 
succeed and become a top four defenseman. 

14. Brad Lambert, C, Pelicans (FINLAND) 

Dec. 19, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 11 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Lambert split this season between JYP and Pelicans in 
Liiga where his production rate dipped from his great underage season. 
He was having a monster world juniors before it was abruptly cancelled 
and was great at the tournament the previous season, too. His U18 and 
U17 games with Finland were not as impressive. 

Analysis: Lambert is a high-end athlete. His skating ability is explosive. 
He has great speed and edgework, allowing him to cut away from 
pressure easily. You combine his skating with strong hands and he’s a 
go-to guy for zone entries. He can make tough plays in motion and 
shows O-zone creativity. He can use his skating to circle too much at 
times but this season showed more willingness to attack directly. He’s full 
of potential, even though I’ve seen him take a lot of nights off. I think he 
will be a top-six winger in the NHL but he may frustrate coaches. 

15. Jiri Kulich, C, Karlovy Vary (CZREP) 

Apr. 14, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 172 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: N/A 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Kulich got a regular shift vs. pros in Czechia this season 
with power-play time. He captained their U18 team and made their world 
junior team in a notable role. He led the U18 world championships in 
goals and was named MVP of the tournament. 

Analysis: Kulich is a well-rounded prospect. He has a fluid, powerful 
skating stride that can generate clean entries and beat defenders wide. 
He has slick one-on-one skills and combined with his speed is a threat off 
the rush. He can make plays but is more of a threat when he’s in motion 
than picking apart defenses as a playmaker. Kulich has a great shot, 
showing a one-timer and wrist shot threat from range. Kulich doesn’t 
show fear from attacking the net or taking a hit to make a play. He 
projects as a top nine forward, whether at wing or center with the 
potential to play higher in a lineup. 

16. Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw (OHL) 

Nov. 25, 2003 | 6′ 1.25″ | 197 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 14 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Mintyukov played a ton of minutes for Saginaw this season 
and was a top scoring defenseman in the OHL as a first-year draft-
eligible player. He missed all of 2020-21 due to the OHL not playing. 
Previously, he was a top player at the World U-17 Challenge where 
Russia won gold, scoring five points in six games. 

Analysis: Mintyukov is an exciting defenseman. He plays with pace and 
is aggressive as a rusher. His skating allows him to evade pressure 
easily and transition pucks up ice with his feet. Mintyukov is also highly 
skilled and can make plays through legs and sticks. He shows good 
offensive IQ, knowing when to activate and how to make plays with the 
puck. He also has a hard point shot, making him dangerous on the PP 
with his skating and vision. Defensively he’s solid, showing an ability to 
use his long reach, mobility and physicality to kill plays. He can be a little 
too aggressive at times trying to create offense when he leaves his 
defensive position. He projects as a top-four defenseman with the 
potential to play high in the lineup. 

17. Frank Nazar, C, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jan. 14, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 175 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 15 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: High-end 

Background: Nazar was a significant player for the US program, often 
lining up as a top-two-line center.. He was highly productive as an 
underage player, scoring over a point a game. He’s committed to 
Michigan. 

Analysis: Nazar brings a lot of speed and energy to his shifts. He lacks 
ideal NHL size, but he makes up for it with his effort. He is hard on pucks, 
and shows no fear in how he attacks the interior third of the offensive 
zone. He can make an occasional flashy deke or pass, but most of his 
offense comes from the high percentage areas. Nazar’s great speed 
helps him get to the net and turn around a lot of defenders. He projects 
as a third-line center with a chance to be a No. 2 center. 

18. Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg (WHL) 

May. 5, 2004 | 6′ 3.25″ | 196 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 7 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Geekie was a top player on one of the best teams in the 
CHL this season, following up a great 16-year-old season where he was 
a point per game. He was the No. 2 pick in his WHL Bantam Draft right 
before his teammate Matthew Savoie. His brother Morgan Geekie plays 
for the Seattle Kraken. 

Analysis: Geekie has drawn a lot of interest from NHL teams because 
he’s a 6-foot-3 center with a high skill level. With his hands and reach 
he’s able to consistently maneuver pucks through sticks and legs to 
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create chances. He’s a big man who doesn’t shy away from physical 
contact, which combined with his skill makes him tough to deal with down 
low and strip the puck from in general. Geekie can make plays and run a 
power play, showing good vision and finish from the perimeter. His main 
flaw, like his brother Morgan’s was, is his skating. He’s a better skater 
than his brother and can separate occasionally at the WHL level but 
doesn’t project to do so in the NHL. Geekie projects as middle-six center 
with a chance to play higher in the lineup. 

19. Rutger McGroarty, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 6′ 0.75″ | 200 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 21 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: McGroarty was a top forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season, often lining up in a premier scoring role and wore the ‘C’ for that 
age group. He scored 8 goals in 6 games at the U18 Worlds this season. 
He represented Team USA at the U18 Worlds as a U17 player. He is 
from the Lincoln, Nebraska area and is committed to Michigan. 

Analysis: McGroarty is a highly-skilled winger who is a threat inside the 
offensive zone because of his very good puck skills, shot and vision. He 
can make a lot of plays with finesse, but also is highly competitive. He 
forces a lot of turnovers, wins a good number of battles and can create 
around the hard areas of the offensive zone. The knock on McGroarty 
historically has been his skating. He has an awkward stride that lacks 
ideal balance and mechanics, but he has enough quickness to be able to 
play in the NHL. He projects as a top nine winger with the potential to 
play higher in a lineup. 

20. Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle (WHL) 

Jun. 21, 2004 | 6′ 2.25″ | 185 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 17 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: Below NHL average 

Background: Korchinski was a top player for a good WHL team in Seattle 
this season and one of the best 17-year-old defensemen in the CHL. He 
was the 10th pick in his WHL Bantam Draft and invited to Canada’s U18 
camp. 

Analysis: Korchinski has a clear NHL toolkit. He’s a 6-foot-2 defenseman 
who can skate and has offensive abilities. He’s able to carry pucks up ice 
well with his skating, and has excellent edgework to evade pressure. 
Korchinski shows touch and vision with the puck to run a power play and 
create off the blue line. Despite his size and skating, he struggles 
defensively, showing in and out compete on that side of the puck. He has 
clear top-four defenseman tools, but whether he can improve his 
defensive play enough will determine whether he can be a legit top four-
guy or have to be deployed carefully by a coach. 

21. Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec (QMJHL) 

Nov. 6, 2003 | 6′ 2.75″ | 207 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 18 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: Below NHL average 

Compete: Above NHL average 

Background: Gaucher was an important all-situations center for a top 
QMJHL club in Quebec. He didn’t post big scoring totals this season after 
scoring a point per game in the prior season. He was invited to Canada’s 
U20 camp in the summer as an injury replacement. 

Analysis: Gaucher is a skilled and competitive center. He possesses a 
bulky 6-foot-3 frame and is a physical player which allows him to win a lot 
of puck battles. Gaucher creates a lot of offense around the net due to 
his physical tools. He’s a responsible two-way player who can PK well. 
Offensively he’s not flashy, but he has the hands to make plays inside 
the offensive zone. He creates a lot around the hard areas of the ice.He 
has a fluid stride, but lacks top-end speed and doesn’t make a ton of 
plays. Gaucher projects as a third-line center who won’t be a big scorer 
but will have significant two-way value. 

22. Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current (WHL) 

Jan. 27, 2004 | 6′ 4.0″ | 178 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 16 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Below NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Pickering played major minutes for Swift Current this 
season and put up solid scoring totals for a defenseman his age. He was 
named one of Canada’s top 3 players at the U18 World Championships. 
He was a ninth round pick in his WHL Bantam draft but experienced a 
significant growth spurt since then. 

Analysis: Pickering’s tools are evident to anyone who watches a game or 
two. He’s a 6-foot-4 defenseman who skates quite well for his size and 
has offense. He can carry through the neutral zone to create controlled 
exits/entries and is good on retrievals. He can also pull up to make a 
good outlet or seam pass in the O-zone. He can use his size and feet to 
close on checks efficiently. Pickering’s ascent has been quick, and thus 
there are some raw aspects with his play with the puck and overall 
consistency. He projects as a second or third pair defenseman 
depending on how much the offense translates. 

23. Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Nov. 10, 2003 | 6′ 0.5″ | 175 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 19 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Del Bel Belluz had a productive season playing all 
situations for a strong Steelheads team, being one of the top scorers in 
the OHL early in the season but that production tailed off in the second 
half. His production trended way up after only scoring six points in his 
first OHL season in 2020. He was a third-round pick in his OHL Draft. 

Analysis: Del Bel Belluz is a very skilled center with decent size. He has 
the crafty puck skills to manipulate the puck in tight areas and often 
shows he can beat defenders one on one. He can run a power play off 
the flank due to his very good vision and shot although I don’t see that as 
his role in the NHL. He lacks footspeed for the higher levels, but he 
works hard enough and provides some two-way value down the middle. 
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He projects as a top-nine forward. With his feet he may struggle to stick 
at center but if he does it’s on the third line. 

24. Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USA U-18 (NTDP) 

Jun. 1, 2004 | 6′ 1.25″ | 186 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 22 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Snuggerud was a top-six forward for the U.S. NTDP this 
season and one of the most improved players on the program from the 
previous season. He’s committed to Minnesota. 

Analysis: Snuggerud’s a talented winger who can be dangerous with the 
puck on his stick. He has one-on-one skill, good vision, and his best 
asset is his shot. He is a long-range shooting threat with a one-timer you 
can build a power-play unit around. Snuggerud has good size, competes 
well and is responsible defensively. The only issue is he has heavy feet 
which could impede him as he advances levels. The rest of his game is 
strong enough though that I think he could be a top-nine forward. 

25. Owen Beck, C, Mississauga (OHL) 

Feb. 3, 2004 | 5′ 11.5″ | 185 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: N/A 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Owen Beck played a significant role on a good OHL team. 
He was a regular in every important situation. He was the 29th pick in his 
OHL draft. 

Analysis: Beck brings an intriguing amount of speed and skill to his shifts. 
He has NHL-level skating, and is able to make highly-skilled plays 
through checks at full speed. He shows the ability to be able to set up his 
teammates well while also being able to finish in tight or from the circles. 
Beck isn’t the biggest forward, but he competes well, can PK and doesn’t 
shy from getting inside by using his speed. He projects as a top-nine 
forward, likely on the wing. 

26. Jagger Firkus, RW, Moose Jaw (WHL) 

Apr. 29, 2004 | 5′ 9.75″ | 153 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 27 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: High-end 

Background: Firkus has scored at a strong rate in the WHL over the past 
two seasons, being a big part of Moose Jaw’s offense. He’s trended up 
significantly after being the 82nd pick in his WHL Bantam Draft. He was 
named player of the game for the CHL Top Prospects Game. 

Analysis: Firkus’ skill and creativity stand out consistently. He shows 
great ability to beat defenders one-on-one with his stickhandling. He can 
make tough passes at a high rate through seams and under pressure. He 
is a shot-and-pass threat which makes him a major asset on a power 
play and often scores from range with a release that will beat NHL 
goalies. Firkus is quick, but not fast, showing good enough skating and 
compete to win battles but he’s not going to beat NHL defenders wide. 
The scoring ability is significant enough that I think he can be a middle-
six winger. 

27. Isaac Howard, LW, Usa U-18 (NTDP) 

Mar. 30, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 182 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 23 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: NHL average 

Puck skills: Above NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Background: Howard has been a highly productive forward for the U.S. 
NTDP over his two seasons. He was called up to the U18 team as a 16-
year-old where he played a significant role at the U18 world 
championships with four points in five games. He was a top scorer in the 
tournament overall at this year’s U18’s. He also scored seven goals in 
four games at the Youth Olympics. He’s committed to Minnesota-Duluth. 

Analysis: Howard is a player defined by his skill level. His stick skills are 
among the best in the draft. He can make quick and creative dekes 
consistently. He’s known as a goal-scorer, but he can make creative 
passes and make difficult plays in small areas. Howard is a good enough 
skater for the NHL, but for a 5-foot-10 guy you’d like to see a little more 
burst. His goal scoring is more a product of his skill and willingness to 
attack the middle than an elite shot. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

28. Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden Jr. (SWEDEN-JR.) 

Jan. 28, 2004 | 6′ 0.0″ | 187 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 25 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Below NHL average 

Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Ohgren was a goal per-game player and top scorer in 
Sweden’s J20 league while also playing limited minutes in the SHL. He 
was a top player for Sweden’s U18 team and played for the U20 team in 
November. 

Analysis: Calling Ohgren a goal scorer isn’t a novel observation given his 
stats this season but he’s shown he can score goals in a variety of ways. 
He has great hands and can create offense through his skill. He 
generates a lot of offense around the high-percentage areas because of 
his strength and compete. Ohgren also has a shot that can score from 
range. He’s smart enough with the puck to move it well but is more of a 
shooter and worker than a playmaker. His skating is OK. I’ve heard from 
scouts who like it but I’ve never seen a player who can separate with 
speed. He projects as a top-nine winger. 

29. Filip Mesar, RW, Poprad (SLOVAKIA) 

Jan. 3, 2004 | 5′ 10.0″ | 167 pounds 

March 2022 Ranking: 24 

Tier: Projected middle of the lineup player 

Skating: Above NHL average 
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Puck skills: NHL average 

Hockey sense: NHL average 

Compete: NHL average 

Shot: Above NHL average 

Background: Mesar has played pro hockey in Slovakia the last two 
seasons. He was a top forward at the Hlinka Gretzky Cup in the summer. 
He made Slovakia’s world junior team in a scoring role and also played 
well in games for Slovakia’s senior team. 

Analysis: Mesar’s game is defined by speed and pace. He’s one of the 
better skaters in this draft, with the ability to burn up the neutral zone to 
create clean entries with speed. He has good skill and playmaking ability, 
and shows he can make tough plays with the puck with pace. Mesar 
lacks size at 5-foot-10 and isn’t an overly physical player. His compete is 
good enough for me but probably not where you want for an undersized 
player. I think with his speed, skill and scoring ability he can carve out a 
career as a top-nine winger though. 
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ESPN / The NHL's 2022 draft lottery explained -- Everything you need to 
know 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

The NHL held its annual draft lottery Tuesday, with 16 non-playoff teams 
looking to move up to claim future stars. 

The NHL draft is scheduled for July 7-8 in Montreal. Here's everything 
you need to know: 

What happened in the draft lottery? 

The Montreal Canadiens won the 2022 NHL draft lottery, and they will 
pick first overall. They entered the event with the best chances to win the 
lottery (18.5%). 

The No. 2 pick will be made by the New Jersey Devils, who won that spot 
despite having the fourth-best chances after the Canadiens won draw 
No. 1. That pushed the Arizona Coyotes (No. 3), Seattle Kraken (No. 4) 
and Philadelphia Flyers (No. 5) down in the first-round order. 

What do the first 16 picks look like now? 

In addition to the draft lottery results, two pick trades went through: The 
Chicago Blackhawks' pick (No. 6) transferred to the Columbus Blue 
Jackets as part of the trade for Seth Jones, and the Vegas Golden 
Knights' pick (No. 16) transferred to the Buffalo Sabres as part of the 
trade for Jack Eichel. Here's what the top 16 looks like now: 

1. Canadiens 

2. Devils 

3. Coyotes 

4. Kraken 

5. Flyers 

6. Blue Jackets (from CHI) 

7. Senators 

8. Red Wings 

9. Sabres 

10. Ducks 

11. Sharks 

12. Blue Jackets 

13. Islanders 

14. Jets 

15. Canucks 

16. Sabres (from VGK) 

Read on for more on how the draft lottery process works: 

When and where is this NHL draft lottery being held? 

The NHL draft lottery drawing for the No. 1 overall pick will be held on 
Tuesday, May 10, at NHL Network's Secaucus, N.J., studio. The 
broadcast will begin at 6:30 p.m. ET on ESPN, ESPN+, Sportsnet, SN 
NOW and TVA Sports. The lottery will determine the first 16 picks in the 
draft. Representatives from the lottery teams will join the broadcast 
remotely rather than in studio. NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly will 
once again flip over those placards to reveal team logos and break some 
hearts. 

How many draws are there in the NHL draft lottery? 

Starting in 2021, the NHL dropped the number of lottery draws from three 
to two, ensuring that the team with the worst record in the NHL selects no 
later than third overall if it loses the first or second lottery draws. 

"There are some clubs who think it's important that the teams that are 
struggling most get the most help," NHL commissioner Gary Bettman 
said last season. "There are other teams that think there's nothing wrong 
with the present system at all. Our competitive balance is so 
extraordinary that some clubs feel that the difference between a team 
that misses the playoffs and a team that really misses the playoffs really 
isn't all that great. In order to try and reconcile those competing views, we 
thought maybe a little bit of a tweak [was necessary]." 

This change was influenced by the 2020 lottery, in which the Detroit Red 
Wings -- who had the worst record in the league (17-49-5) and the best 
odds for the first overall pick (18.5%) -- ended up picking No. 4 overall as 
the New York Rangers, Los Angeles Kings and Ottawa Senators won the 
lotteries for the first three picks. 

The team with the NHL's worst regular-season record also dropped to the 
fourth pick in 2017 and 2019. Ironically, the team with the fourth pick in 
both of those drafts was the Colorado Avalanche, who owned the 
league's worst record in 2017 and owned the basement-dwelling 
Senators' pick in 2019. 

Their fourth-overall pick in 2017? Cale Makar, the superstar defenseman 
who won rookie of the year in 2019-20 and is favored to win the Norris 
Trophy this season. Sometimes, fourth can still be best. 

Have there been other tweaks to the lottery format? 

Yes. In March 2021, the NHL Board of Governors approved a few new 
rules regarding the draft lottery. 

Move-up limitation. Starting with this season's draft, the number of spots 
that a team can move up if it wins the lottery has been limited to 10 picks. 
So, bad news for teams Nos. 12 to 16 in the lottery: You can't win the first 
overall pick. 

Limits on lottery wins. Beginning this season, no team will be able to 
move up the draft board by winning a lottery more than two times in a 
five-year period. In the last decade, the Edmonton Oilers, New Jersey 
Devils and Buffalo Sabres have won lotteries for the first overall pick 
multiple times in five-year spans. 

Which teams are in the 2022 draft lottery? 

The NHL draft lottery is comprised of the league's 16 non-playoff teams. 
They're ranked from worst points percentage in the standings to the 
highest. Here is the field for the 2022 NHL draft lottery, including their 
odds of winning the first lottery draw. 

Two teams may not own their first-round picks this year. 
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The Blackhawks sent a conditional first-round pick to Columbus in the 
Seth Jones trade. They will transfer their pick to Columbus if it isn't the 
first or second overall. If it is, then the Blue Jackets get Chicago's 2023 
first-rounder. 

The Vegas Golden Knights traded their first-round pick to Buffalo in the 
Jack Eichel trade. The Knights will transfer this season's pick that isn't in 
the top 10, but if it is, the Sabres will get Vegas' first-rounder in the 2023 
draft. 

Is there a "generational player" in this draft class? 

There isn't a Connor McDavid or Auston Matthews level player at the top 
of the draft. But fans of struggling teams were happy to feel "Pain for 
Shane" this season. 

Center Shane Wright of Kingston in the Ontario Hockey League is 
projected to go first overall. While he isn't a "generational talent," his 
strong two-way game has earned comparisons to Patrice Bergeron, 
which is a good neighborhood in which to live. 

Center Logan Cooley of the USA Hockey National Team Development 
Program narrowed the gap between himself and Wright during the 
season, although NHL Central Scouting had Wright atop its final ranking. 

The wild cards are a pair of Slovakians: Winger Juraj Slafkovsky of TPS 
of Liiga, Finland's top professional league, and defenseman Simon 
Nemec, of Nitra in the Slovak Extraliga. Slafkovsky is the highest rated 
international skater by Central Scouting and had a star-making 
performance for Slovakia in the Beijing Olympics: Scoring a tournament-
best seven goals in seven games and winning MVP. Nemec also played 
on that Olympic team and is seen as an outstanding two-way 
defenseman. 

Other players near the top of the draft include center Matthew Savoie of 
the WHL's Winnipeg Ice and right wing Joakim Kemell of JYP in Liiga. 

Again, no generational talent this year ... but wait 'till next year, when 
Regina Pats (WHL) phenom Connor Bedard is draft-eligible. 

Which teams in the lottery need the top pick the most? 

Let's start with the Montreal Canadiens, who went from the Stanley Cup 
Final to last in the league. The addition of Wright to their lineup would 
give them a solid one-two punch with 22-year-old Nick Suzuki. 

The Arizona Coyotes are trying to rebuild through the draft and have 
never won the lottery since its inception in 1995. Neither have the Detroit 
Red Wings, who are looking to add a top talent to their growing next 
wave of young players like Calder Trophy favorite Moritz Seider, Lucas 
Raymond and defenseman Simon Edvinsson. The Philadelphia Flyers 
have never won the lottery and could use an elite young player for their 
prospect group. 

The Seattle Kraken had a disappointing debut season but the future got 
brighter when 2021 second overall pick Matty Beniers debuted with nine 
points in 10 games. Adding another top-two pick would make it brighter 
still. 

Then there's a maximum chaos option: The Devils winning their fourth 
lottery since 2011 ... and still having a chance to win it again next year in 
the Connor Bedard draft under the new rules. 

Does this format work? 

On paper, yes. 

As Bettman said, the NHL draft theoretically ensures that "the teams that 
are struggling most get the most help." That should be in perpetuity. 
Limiting team lottery wins in a five-year period is an equitable change. 
Limiting the number of picks a team can leap up if they win the lottery 
also makes sense: There is absolutely no logical reason why a team that 
finishes a point or two out of a playoff spot should have even a 1% 
chance of winning the first overall pick. Finally, making it so the worst 
team in the league picks no lower than third overall is an overdue 
innovation. 

The lottery discourages tanking. It should accept a certain level of 
mediocrity, though. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs' core delivers big moments in 'a hell of a 
hockey game' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

May 10, 2022, 10:26 PM 

 

TORONTO – In a hockey city this fragile and this fierce, any midwinter 
Tuesday in Columbus or Wednesday in Minnesota could turn into a noisy 
referendum on the nucleus of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

This foundation laid out by a young general manager who made 
multimillionaires of talented twentysomethings who’d never so much as 
won a single playoff round: Is it sturdy enough? 

The character of those athletes: Do they have what it really takes? Can 
they dig down deep enough when the light burns hottest? 

Let’s name them. Auston Matthews. Mitchell Marner. John Tavares. 
William Nylander. Morgan Rielly. Is this a true contending core? 

Most nights, our wild leaps to conclusions — as fans, as media, as 
outsiders — are simply that. We’re stabbing judgments in the dark, 
guessing at that which we have not seen. 

And so, limping off an utter no-show in Game 4 at Tampa Bay, and 
scrambling their way through an underwhelming first period at home in a 
pivotal Game 5, those dusty old doubts began to encroach. 

Down 2-0 after one period Tuesday, in a series where every lead had 
grown into a guaranteed win, Jason Spezza — the sage 38-year-old 
skating for his hometown and minimum wage, possibly for his final tour 
— spoke up. He addressed a sinking group at intermission. 

His vintage rallying cry? 

“It wasn't good enough. We had to get battling and skating. That was the 
gist,” Nylander relayed, following Toronto’s thrill-ride of a 4-3 comeback 
victory. “When he says something, everyone listens." 

The first was, at best, troublesome. 

The second was encouraging.  

And the third?  

Well, we wouldn’t blame you if it stole your breath away. 

“Key times, big game like this, you need your best people to step up and 
make a difference. They certainly did that,” Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe 
said. “It’s a terrific sign and bodes well for us.” 

In swiping a 3-2 series advantage over the Tampa Bay Lightning, the 
Maple Leafs — and their emotionally boomeranging fan base — rode the 
roller coaster as only they know how. 

And what a ride it was. 

“Two good teams going at it, back and forth,” Tavares said. “That’s a hell 
of a hockey game. Hell of an atmosphere.” 

Not unlike Sunday’s no-show in Tampa, Toronto was discombobulated 
through the first 20 minutes. 

This time, Cup-hoister Steven Stamkos waited until the champs’ second 
shot to blast the opening goal past Jack Campbell. 

And when Norris finalist Victor Hedman’s power-play sifter bulged the net 
52 seconds later, the hopeful Scotiabank Arena faithful turned deathly 
quiet. 

Borderline silent. 
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They had witnessed the Leafs surrender two goals before registering two 
measly shots of their own. 

“One team has been really going, and one team has not” is how Keefe 
had summed up the first four games of this seesaw set. 

Entirely and familiarly, it appeared Toronto would be the one not going. 
The Leafs were outshot silly in the first frame, 14-4. They were ineffective 
on three power-plays and disinterested in the mini battles. 

“Shoot! The! Puck!” roared the restless thousands. 

Following a morning of swearing they had grasped how strictly the 
officials would call the rules, Nylander committed a poor holding 
infraction 200 feet from Campbell’s cage. Marner hooked Ryan 
McDonagh in the Tampa zone six seconds into a Toronto 5-on-4. 

“Every game has kinda been called the same, so we should have an 
understanding for it now,” Marner said. 

Yet they didn’t show it. 

Heading into the second, the Leafs desperately needed a break — and 
got one, in the form of Tampa’s second too-many-men penalty of the 
night. 

Toronto’s power-play clicked, and Tavares popped on the board when he 
deflected a Nylander shot through Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

The crowd awakened, alert for the comeback. 

“We talked about that John’s moment was going to come,” Keefe said. 

“They started to look tired, and that gave our team life. We could see it, 
feel it on the bench. Guys were talking about it: 'Just keep coming.' I think 
that gave us life and confidence. 

“The crowd really got into it from there, and we didn’t stop.” 

Grinding down low, Tavares set up Rielly to tie the contest early in the 
third, and Nylander rode a giddy wave into a laser of a shot that signalled 
the first lead change of the entire series. 

“Great shot by Willy,” Tavares said. 

Ryan McDonagh knotted the game back up with an absolute bomb of a 
slapper from the circle. 

But a Marner–Auston Matthews 2-on-1 rush with 6:06 remaining on the 
clock resulted in a low Marner shot-pass off Vasilevskiy’s pad, a 
Matthews no-doubter rebound, and a double-windmill fist-pump 
celebration so emphatic it could’ve knocked out a heavyweight champion 
cold. 

“A huge goal. Deserves a big celly,” Nylander said. 

All five members of the Maple Leafs’ scrutinized core came up with a 
goal, a nifty primary assist, or both, on the biggest night of the season. 

A game in which they would be rightly judged, for better or curse. 

“I don’t think tonight is going to matter if we don’t take the next step. The 
hardest step,” Keefe said. 

“I certainly believe, in the event we are able to get this done, we’ll 
absolutely look back on tonight as a huge moment for our team.” 

An even grander moment awaits Thursday in Tampa. 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Keefe flipped Mark Giordano onto the top power-play unit and dropped 
Rielly to the second unit in Period 2. The wily veteran promptly 
contributed an assist on Tavares’s PP goal. 

• Campbell has Nick Paul’s number this series. Paul has more shots 
(nine) and scoring chances (12) than any other Lightning player still 
looking to get on the scoresheet. 

• Patrick Maroon, ladies and gentlemen: 

• Nylander has 17 points in his past 16 playoff games. 

• Patrick Marleau on Matthews and Marner in his Players’ Tribune 
retirement column: “Watching them and their love of the game made me 
fall in love with hockey all over again. I have no doubt that those guys will 
win a Cup one day, and when they do, I know they’ll remember all those 
mini-stick battles in the basement.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers face elimination after giving worst effort of series in 
most important game 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 11, 2022, 2:42 AM 

 

EDMONTON  — Hockey’s most staunch cliché decrees that you’ve got 
to play the whole 60 to win in the playoffs.  

The Edmonton Oilers tried to win a playoff game on about 15 minutes of 
hockey that you — that they — would consider adequate for the 
occasion, and in the end they got exactly what they deserved. And so did 
the Los Angeles Kings.  

Adrian Kempe scored at 1:12 of an overtime session to give L.A. a 5-4 
victory and a 3-2 series lead over an Edmonton team for whom the 
moment appeared to simply be too big in Game 5.  

“We haven't brought our best game yet,” said Oilers captain Connor 
McDavid who carried his mates to a third period comeback with a goal 
and two primary assists on the night. “They’re a good team… so it'll take 
a complete game to beat them. And we haven’t brought that yet.”  

Was McDavid inferring that too many of his teammates were no-shows? 
We would doubt that’s what he meant, though he’d be spot on if he had.  

Even Leon Draisaitl — who is either sick, injured, or both — saved his 
impact for two third period goals, but was not a relevant player in the 
opening 40 minutes or overtime. As for the rest of the group, there were 
too many passengers here even for the great McDavid to lug over the 
finish line.  

“As the game wore on, we found more and more players,” offered head 
coach Jay Woodcroft. “Being down early, proved too difficult a hill to 
climb.”  

Did the Edmonton Oilers choke?  

That might be giving the Kings the short shift, as they had a lot to do with 
the Oilers' part-time performance. But we’ll say this: An Oilers team that 
had the series in their palm — at home for a series-shifting Game 5 — 
spit the bit big-time here, coming up microscopically small in a moment 
that required much, much more than what McDavid's team offered on 
Tuesday night.  

“We just got outskated early on,” assessed Draisaitl. “Once we found our 
legs it was a lot better for us. But yeah, five goals against obviously isn’t 
gonna cut it.”  

It was an extra session in which the Oilers never gained meaningful 
possession of the puck, as Kempe buzzed past Duncan Keith and beat 
Mike Smith, who was only OK in this game, a step down from his 
previous playoff work.  

The Kings lead this series 3-2 heading home to Los Angeles, and have to 
be feeling great about themselves this morning.  

The Oilers, on the other hand, are due a long look in the mirror to figure 
out how they could trot out their worst effort of the series in the most 
important game.  
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Sure, Edmonton forged a heroic third-period comeback to force overtime. 
But that final score is deceiving — the Kings were the better team for 
more than just the lion’s share of this one.  

“We scored four tonight. That needs to be enough in a playoff game,” 
McDavid said. “Obviously it’s not. We’ve got to keep the puck out of our 
net.”  

Somehow, the Oilers have now lost five straight playoff games in which 
Draisaitl and McDavid each score a goal.  

It was the first overtime game of the series, and just the fourth time in 
Round 1 across the NHL. But it was how this game reached extra time 
that had a sold out Rogers Place apoplectic, a comeback for the ages on 
a night where the home side didn’t look like it had the gumption for 
anything nearly this dramatic.  

After a thoroughly disappointing opening 40 minutes, Edmonton scored 
three times while surrendering a goal, as Draisaitl cashed at 12:33 
(shorthanded) and 15:08 to tie the game. Woodcroft went to the whip on 
his top players, pairing Draisaitl and McDavid throughout the frame, and 
the duo got Edmonton into an overtime they had no business reaching.  

After 40 minutes the score was 3-1 for the Kings, and they led the shots 
on goal 25-14, too. That’s right, in a game that would define their season, 
this high-powered machine that combined for 14 goals in Games 2 and 3 
had that many shots on net through 40 minutes.  

“It's disappointing,” said McDavid. “Obviously, (you) never like to lose. 
But they give you seven games for a reason and we need to go get one 
on the road and bring it back to Edmonton.”  

We can debate whether the Oilers choked in Game 5, or whether the 
Kings should get more credit than that.  

But unless Edmonton puts together a two-game winning streak, starting 
Thursday in L.A., the ‘C’ word will define this series and this team.  
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Sportsnet.ca / Canadiens' opportunity to draft first overall at home 
beyond exciting 

 

Eric Engels@EricEngels 

May 10, 2022, 9:19 PM 

 

MONTREAL — The Montreal Canadiens. Drafting first overall. In 
Montreal. 

In a word? Exciting. 

“It’s exciting for us as a management group,” said Canadiens general 
manager Kent Hughes via Zoom, just moments after it was revealed the 
club that finished last in the standings cashed on the NHL’s best odds to 
make the first pick in 2022. 

“It’s certainly exciting for us as an organization,” Hughes continued. “I 
remember the last time the draft was in Montreal (in 2009), and it was a 
packed house. That isn’t the case in every draft location, so especially 
with us owning the first pick I can only imagine the buildup of anticipation 
and excitement and interest in the Montreal Canadiens. You hope as an 
organization that you don’t pick No. 1 too often, but when you’re in that 
situation, it’s pretty special.” 

Rare, too. 

The Canadiens haven’t been in this situation since 1980, and they’re the 
first team since the Toronto Maple Leafs (in 1985) to be in that position at 
home. 

Apologies to their fans for not being able to report as of this moment 
when tickets go on sale, how to get them and how much they’ll cost. 

Though, we sincerely doubt they care at the moment. They suffered 
through the pain of one of the worst seasons in franchise history, begged 
for the team to make it all worth this down the stretch — with the 
Canadiens winning more games than expected before dropping nine in a 
row and securing 32nd place after the penultimate game of the season 
— and they probably stopped breathing throughout what had to feel like 
the longest commercial break of all time on Tuesday before the top-three 
picks were revealed. 

Nothing in the projected order had changed until the New Jersey Devils 
leapt from the fifth spot into the top two and dropped the Seattle Kraken 
down to four and the Philadelphia Flyers down to five. We had our 
balcony door open as NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly announced the 
Canadiens landed the top pick and we swear we heard what sounded 
like an entire city sighing in relief. 

Now Montrealers have just under two months to wait and see how 
Hughes navigates his biggest decision yet as GM. 

You didn’t think he’d tell you what his plan was on this night, did you? 

“I don’t think I want to answer right now,” Hughes said about the pending 
selection. “I’ll wait until July 7. I’m not tipping my hat right now.” 

In an interview with NHL Network immediately after the results were 
read, Hughes offered some more tidbits on one particular trait the 
Canadiens will be coveting with this selection. 

“I think if it’s anything, it’s character,” Hughes said. “We’ve talked a lot 
about the culture that we need and you don’t have that type of culture as 
a team if you don’t have character in your players.” 

Shane Wright, who’s skated wire-to-wire this season as the consensus 
projected first overall pick, is oozing character — a player granted 
exceptional status to play in the Ontario Hockey League at 15, one who 
immediately became the youngest player in Canadian Hockey League 
history to wear a letter for his team, a top student in school and on the 
ice, and a producer of 32 goals and 94 points this season. 

“His hockey IQ is through the roof,” said an NHL executive we touched 
base with Tuesday night. “He’s a leader, an elite talent, a great 
playmaker, a 200-foot player, and he can really shoot. For me, he’s the 
best player in this draft.” 

There are others challenging for the title. 

Perhaps Hughes, Canadiens executive vice president of hockey 
operations Jeff Gorton and the team’s amateur scouting staff feels it 
belongs to Logan Cooley — a five-foot-11, 175-pound forward who had 
13 goals and 36 points in 24 games with the United States National 
Development team this past season. Maybe they feel it’s top-ranked 
European skater Juraj Slafkovsky, who vaulted into position with an 
explosive, seven-goal performance for Slovakia at the Olympics and held 
his own with TPS Turku in the Finnish Liiga. Or maybe they have their 
eyes on someone else entirely. 

The Montreal management group will fly to Helsinki this week to take in 
the world championships to continue their evaluation. They’ll tune into 
Wright via video, as he continues to lead the Kingston Frontenacs 
through the OHL playoffs after having already collected 10 points in his 
first eight games. 

No matter which way they lean, this decision isn’t likely to be made 
based on need, nor should it be considering the last-place Canadiens 
have needs at virtually every position. 

“I think you always go pure evaluation first,” said Hughes. “So, if there’s a 
player that we feel is the best available player in the draft, then that’s the 
player that we’re going to go with. And if there are different shades of the 
same colour, in our opinion, could we value one because of positional 
need? Yes, certainly. 

“But we’re not at that point yet, so I couldn’t really tell you whether that’s 
the case, whether we feel there are multiple players that are within the 
same ballpark.” 
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He said he and Gorton will lean on Nick Bobrov, Martin Lapointe and the 
Canadiens’ scouting staff and that they hope to find consensus with them 
over the coming weeks. 

“They’ve been doing it all year,” Hughes added. “In a lot of the cases, 
they’ve been watching these players for two years, maybe even three 
years. 

“We’ll encourage debate and all work towards a resolution. But we’ve got 
to trust the people who are in place, and we have confidence in them.” 

It would be shocking if Hughes wasn’t going to give them the opportunity 
to draft first overall, even if he said, “You’re always better off listening to 
everyone,” when he was asked if he’d field offers from other teams to 
move out of top position. 

“We’ll listen if we get calls, but we’re not planning on trading,” Hughes 
added. 

Anything can happen, but we’d bet our savings on him not deviating from 
the expected course. 

This is an opportunity to accelerate the build Hughes has been charged 
with since his hire in January, an opportunity to do it right at home — with 
thousands of Canadiens in attendance preparing to explode in jubilation 
— and an opportunity that this franchise hasn’t had in 42 years. 

The word “exciting” might not even do this situation justice. This feels 
bigger than just exciting. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tavares, Nylander come alive as Maple Leafs show heart 
in Game 5 comeback win 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

May 11, 2022, 2:24 AM 

 

TORONTO — Eight hours before his team took the ice for a pivotal 
Game 5 against their championship-calibre foe, Sheldon Keefe laid it all 
out. For his group to get to where they need to go, for them to reach the 
heights the hockey world believes they cannot, they would need to give 
all they have. 

They would need to push, wave after wave, until there was nothing left, 
fighting for every single inch. 

“By the time you reach this part of the series, it’s really about attrition, 
more than anything,” the coach had said. “Trying to wear teams down. 
Trying to get an edge, mentally, physically, when you can.” 

On a Tuesday night at Scotiabank Arena, his Toronto Maple Leafs found 
that edge. It emerged wearing Nos. 88 and 91, as secondary superstars 
John Tavares and William Nylander came alive when their team needed 
them most, dragging their squad back from the dead after another 
nightmarish start threatened to sink them yet again. 

Instead, these Maple Leafs showed the type of fight and stubborn 
indomitability that’s long seemed absent from their DNA, clawing their 
way back and continuing to push forward until they secured a 4-3 win, 
and a crucial 3-2 series lead. 

“It started in the second,” Tampa Bay Lightning captain Steven Stamkos 
said post-game, sitting alongside Victor Hedman in the bowels of 
Toronto’s barn, frustration written across every inch of his face. “You 
know, obviously we knew they were going to push. You’ve got to give 
them credit. 

“They pushed.” 

Through 20 minutes, the only push that seemed to be coming was the 
one sending the promise of these 2021-22 Leafs into the bin, Toronto 
once again starting the night on the back foot, and once again getting 
buried early. By the time they were back in the dressing room mulling 
over their fate, the Bolts had outshot them 14 to five, had outscored them 
2-0, and seemed primed to roll right through them over the next 40, as 
has been the case for the leading team in every game of this first-round 
bout. 

And then something shifted. 

A rare bit of sloppiness from the champs squeaked the door open just a 
bit, as the Bolts put themselves on the penalty kill with their second too-
many-men infraction of the game, their third of the series. After watching 
Toronto flounder so haphazardly on their first-period cracks at the man-
advantage that the Scotiabank Arena crowd broke into chants of “Shoot 
the puck! Shoot the puck!” Jon Cooper’s side likely wasn’t sweating a 
turning point. 

But three-and-a-half minutes into the second period, one arrived 
anyways, coming off Nylander’s stick at the top of the right circle, 
ricocheting off Tavares’s skate at the net front, and floating past the right 
pad of Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

It was just the spark they craved, the Maple Leafs feeding off the sliver of 
opportunity they’d been granted. 

“That gave us life,” Keefe said of the goal. “The crowd really got into it 
from there. And we didn’t stop.” 

That crowd watched as Auston Matthews flew at the Lightning like a bull 
on a rampage, throwing pucks on net from all angles, battling along the 
walls, refusing to be held at bay. As Mitch Marner soared through the 
offensive zone, twisting and turning around Tampa Bay bodies to search 
out any Leaf with a lane to exploit. 

Blue jerseys returned to the bench, others went over the boards, and the 
fight just continued. Colin Blackwell and Jason Spezza took their turn 
pouring it on, putting more pucks on Vasilevskiy, and more after that. The 
crowd swelled into a hum of tension and excitement, waiting for the dam 
to break, sensing something coming. 

A shot from Mark Giordano. Another from Marner, from Ilya Lyubushkin. 
The Maple Leafs’ young leaders kept throwing their bodies into Bolts any 
chance they got. Trying to wear their opponent down, trying to find an 
edge. 

As the 40th minute expired, it seemed the Leafs would, at the very least, 
go down fighting. But they had designs on something greater. 

“We talked about, in between periods, just digging in, and needing more,” 
Tavares said. “Less about the X’s and O’s, but just finding another level. I 
thought we did a good job of just sticking with it.” 

Three minutes into the final period, Nos. 88 and 91 did it again. 

With the endless pile of penalties from both clubs leaving things level at 
4-on-4, Nylander picked up the puck at his own blue line and started up 
ice. He stepped to his left and then shifted to his right, setting Alex Killorn 
stumbling. He offered up the same treatment to Brayden Point, who was 
forced to watch as the smooth-skating winger swept by him down the 
right wing. All-world defender Victor Hedman was next — Nylander 
switched it up for him, faking a shot and instead curling around the net, 
dropping the puck off for Tavares, posted up behind the goal line. 

The captain followed his lead, a feint and a curlback of his own sending 
Erik Cernak to the ice, opening up enough space for Tavares to whip the 
puck to a wide-open Morgan Rielly. Quick shot, puck buried, game level. 

It was the type of moment the Maple Leafs faithful had been waiting for 
from Tavares, the type of dynamic sequence from No. 91 that had 
seemed lost through the first four games of this series. But staring down 
this pivotal Game 5 earlier Tuesday, Keefe was unwavering in his belief 
in the captain. 

“John’s time is going to come,” he’d said then. By the end of the night, 
he’d proved prophetic. 

Still, the boys in blue weren’t done. 
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A minute later, Nylander — who came into this game feeling the heat for 
a lacklustre forecheck the hockey world labelled as character-defining, 
who had his mettle doubted despite ranking as his team’s post-season 
scoring leader dating back to last year, who’d been building up to a 
marquee moment all along — came up clutch. 

Taking a pass from Ilya Mikheyev in the Bolts’ zone, the arena crew still 
announcing Rielly’s goal overhead, Nylander corralled the puck, opened 
up, and wired a no-doubter past Vasilevskiy’s glove, the shot clanking off 
the post and in like an audible exclamation mark. From 0-2 to 3-2. 

If those on the outside of the Maple Leafs dressing room were surprised 
to see the two most-maligned members of the club’s core four lead the 
charge back on this night, they were the only ones. Inside the room, 
there was no doubt about what their second wave of stars is capable of. 

Resident veteran Spezza, who’s seen plenty of the game’s best do their 
thing over his decades in the league, was making it clear for anyone who 
would listen just last month, the night Nylander broke his career-best 
goals mark. 

“We all know that when he’s on his game, he’s tough to stop,” the 38-
year-old had said then. Tuesday night, Nylander proved him right. 

Matthews says Maple Leafs must 'finish the job' after winning Game 5 

It was far from a two-man effort, though. Go down the list and the names 
comprising the home side played their part in the comeback effort. 
Tavares and Nylander grabbed hold of that boulder and started pushing it 
up the hill. But the team around them joined in, laid hands on it and threw 
their weight into it too. The fourth line, the third, Jack Campbell giving 
them every chance from the cage. 

And when the defending champions showed some fight of their own, 
getting a goal from Ryan McDonagh midway through the third to pull 
things back level, it was Matthews and Marner who finished the job, 
connecting on a two-on-one tally that had the Scotiabank Arena crowd in 
such a frenzy, the ground shook. 

“It’s everything that you’re looking for,” Keefe said of his core four’s 
performances once the dust had settled on the victory. “It’s a key time, 
right? The hardest time of year. Against the back-to-back champs. 

“That’s what you’re looking for in big games like this. You need your best 
people to step up and make a difference. They certainly did that.” 

On the wrong side of this series’ first comeback win, Stamkos 
begrudgingly conceded the same. 

“They got big ones from them tonight.” 

MORE DETAILS 

As is the case with so much of the post-season, though, the true weight 
of this moment will be determined by what happens next. 

The Maple Leafs’ playoff ghosts still hover just overhead, even after a 
night in which they played with heart. The true test still looms, as the club 
gets set to march into Amalie Arena for Game 6 on Thursday looking to 
hand the Bolts their first consecutive loss of this sterling two-year 
championship run. 

A Game 5 win and a series lead make the task at hand no more 
daunting. But the hope for those watching from afar is that Tuesday’s 
victory will be looked back on not as a stepping stone to another bout of 
heartbreak, but as the night these Maple Leafs finally learned to fight 
back. 

“They’re a good hockey team over there. We know they’re going to want 
to respond and want to push, so we’re going to have to understand that 
more is going to be required,” Tavares said of where his team must go 
from here. 

“And we’ve got to keep digging in — as a team, individually — to find 
more. To play at that level. Understanding how difficult it’s going to be to 
get it done.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why are the Panthers having a hard time against the 
Capitals in Round 1? 

 

shayna-goldman 

 headshotShayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

May 10, 2022, 1:31  

 

With a 3-2 win in overtime, the Florida Panthers have tied up their Round 
1 series against the Washington Capitals. At face value, there isn’t really 
a red flag in sight. Tied series through four games, sure, what’s there to 
worry about? 

The Capitals’ two wins were pretty lopsided, by a score of 4-2 and 6-1 
and Florida hasn't led the series yet. In fact, the Presidents' Trophy 
winning Panthers were just one goal away from being pushed to the brink 
of elimination against a team with an aging core and unstable 
goaltending. 

So what’s gone wrong for the team many had as a favourite to win it all in 
the early-goings of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and were there any positive 
signs, aside from the score, in Game 4? 

The Panthers were the best offensive team in the regular season at 5-on-
5. No one created more quality offence than Florida’s league leading 
3.25 expected goals for per 60, and no one matched their scoring with 
3.33 goals per 60. Along with being a top-five team in attempting slot 
shots off the cycle, Florida finished second in the league with 7.62 
scoring chances off the rush per 60, trailing only the Avalanche. 

Aside from the regular season standings, this is a major reason why 
Florida was such a favourite going against a Capitals team with 
questions in net between Vitek Vanecek and Ilya Samsonov. 

Enter the post-season, and the story’s been quite a bit different. 

The Panthers’ offensive attack has significantly dipped this series — and 
the Capitals deserve credit for upping their defensive efforts to contain 
such a high octane team. Florida’s creating a few less cycle chances, but 
where they’ve really been stumped is off the rush to a rate of 4.95 
scoring chances per 60 that ranks 11th in the league through all teams’ 
Game 4s. 

Washington’s limited Florida to just 15 rush attempts, only eight of which 
have gone on goal. And four of those have ended up in the back of the 
net, showing just how important it is to take these opportunities away 
from the Panthers. 

In Game 1, Washington kept the Panthers to just four attempts, and the 
only one to actually reach the goal ended up in the back of the net. In 
Game 2, Florida attempted the same number of rush chances. This time, 
three went on goal and one converted. On the road in Game 3, Florida 
could only muster two rush attempts, and the only one to reach the net 
was a score. Game 4 was technically their best when it comes to 
generating offence in transition with a series-high five attempts, three 
shots on goal, and once again, one goal. 

Moving forward, it’s a matter of continuing to find ways to cut through the 
Capitals’ defence and find these opportunities because clearly the 
Panthers know how to make the most of them. 

Through four games, Carter Verhaeghe leads the way with attempts, and 
has a goal to show for it in Game 4. His transitional abilities were a 
strength throughout the regular season, as he led the team in scoring 
chances off the rush. Now, he’s still at the top for the Panthers, but not 
nearly to the same degree. Mason Marchment and Sam Bennett each 
have three attempts and one goal apiece, while Jonathan Huberdeau’s 
one-for-one. Florida now needs more from players like Anthony Duclair 
and Aleksander Barkov who showed this was a strength of their game 
before the playoffs kicked off, as well as their best players at generating 
off the rush. 
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Power Play 

Unfortunately for the Panthers, they’re not just struggling at 5-on-5 to 
score. The power play was a source of offence through much of the 
regular season, especially post-deadline. When Aaron Ekblad went down 
with injury, the fifth skater on that top unit became deadline-acquisition 
Claude Giroux while Barkov shifted to the point. The five forward unit 
helped this team increase their offensive generation on the advantage, 
and surprisingly, led to more time in the offensive zone. As we learned in 
the regular season, they spent about 71.8 per cent of their power play 
time in the offensive zone after the deadline, up from 68.6 per cent 
before. 

Ekblad returned from injury for the post-season and went back to his post 
on the top power play unit. While that makes sense, there’s also the idea 
of not fixing what wasn’t broken. That’s why Florida’s shifted back to their 
regular season approach as of late. The problem is, they’re 0-for-13 on 
the power play in this series after going 0-for-4 in Game 4. 

Overall through four games, they’re still holding the zone and playing in 
the offensive end 67.3 per cent of the time. That’s a slight downturn from 
their regular season-wide 70 per cent possession breakdown. But it’s 
what they’re doing within that time that’s so concerning — slightly less 
puck movement and fewer quality passes to the slot, which is leading to 
fewer scoring chances. 

Heading into Game 5 

The series may be tied, but Florida has to kick it up a notch to advance 
and have a chance moving forward. Credit to the Capitals for their efforts, 
but this series shouldn’t be as close as it is when stacking up the rosters 
head-to-head. 

That puts pressure not just on the players to play to their strengths and 
execute, but the coaches to find the right adjustments to implement. In 
Game 3, that came in line adjustments that didn’t quite work out, as well 
as a shift in power play deployment. 

But these shortcomings also cast some doubt on deadline decisions, 
overall, to get grittier and tougher to play with additions like Ben Chiarot, 
when it’s the Panthers' speed game that’s falling short. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 5 potential landing spots for veteran head coach Barry 
Trotz 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

May 10, 2022, 10:40 AM 

 

After a few years of making more noise than expected in the post-
season, the New York Islanders managed to shock the hockey world in 
May yet again, but for all the wrong reasons. 

The club announced Monday that it’s parted ways with head coach Barry 
Trotz, who took over the bench in 2018-19 and led the Islanders back to 
the post-season for three straight seasons before missing the boat this 
year — reaching the conference finals for the past two years before this 
recent stumble. 

With more than two decades and 1,812 big-league games under his belt 
as a head coach, including 14 playoff runs and a Stanley Cup — with the 
2018 Washington Capitals — in that span, the line for Trotz’s services is 
likely to be a long one. 

Here’s a look at who he might be fielding calls from before he makes his 
decision on his 2022-23 destination: 

1. DETROIT RED WINGS 

Let’s start with the two obvious options — the other clubs in the league 
who currently have head coaching vacancies. 

First, the Red Wings, who enter 2022-23 with plenty of promising pieces 
— most notably, a talented youth movement led by potential Calder 
candidates Moritz Seider and Lucas Raymond. They also enter next 
season without a coach, GM Steve Yzerman having relieved Jeff Blashill 
of his bench boss duties at the end of the 2021-22 regular season. 

If you’re wondering whether Yzerman will take a look at Trotz to lead his 
club, you need only refer to the reasoning the Hall of Famer gave when 
he decided to cut ties with Blashill: 

“We have struggled defensively,” Yzerman said during a press 
conference explaining the decision. “We’ve been unable, with the group 
that we’ve had, specifically in that area, to get better. To get our team to 
play, both individually and collectively, as a sounder defensive hockey 
team. It’s been three years and we’ve been trying — it hasn’t been from a 
lack of discussion, a lack of effort on our coaching staff’s behalf. We’re 
trying — we just haven’t been able to do it.  

“That’s an area that’s going to have to improve. In order to do that, I’m 
going to bring in a new coach.” 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

2. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS 

Then there’s Philadelphia. The Flyers are a tougher sell, given where 
they’re at as an organization at the moment, the team suffering some key 
losses off the roster in recent years, and staring down a more significant 
retooling to get back to where they need to be. 

Trotz’s best work came when he had elite pieces to work with in D.C. But 
in the Islanders, the veteran bench boss took a team that had missed the 
playoffs for two seasons straight and turned them into one of the East’s 
best for three years. They took down a Pens team coming off a three-
year stretch that saw them go back-to-back and have a three-peat bit 
ended only by the defending champs (Trotz's Capitals). Then the Isles 
fought all the way to the conference final two years in a row, losing out 
both times only to the eventual champion Bolts. 

Trotz's first Isles team wasn’t exactly a juggernaut in terms of personnel 
— the club’s top five scorers were a sophomore Mathew Barzal, along 
with Josh Bailey, Brock Nelson, Anders Lee and Jordan Eberle. Quality 
players, no doubt, but not quite Ovechkins or Backstroms. 

The Flyers are flawed, but they have pieces to work with. And while it's 
tough to see Trotz choosing Philly given the other options that might be 
available to him, it seems likely the Flyers at least take a swing. 

3. WINNIPEG JETS 

Then we have a team whose coaching situation seems a bit more hazy. 

In what wound up a tumultuous, disappointing campaign in Winnipeg, the 
Jets saw longtime head coach Paul Maurice step down from his role 
partway through the year, believing his club needed a new voice — then 
the team handed the reins to Dave Lowry, who didn’t change all that 
much from the method that already had the club stumbling. 

The end result was the Jets on the outside of the playoff picture for the 
first time in five years, and the club’s veterans questioning their future 
with the organization. Needless to say, they need a new leader at the 
helm. 

In Trotz, the Jets could find some stability, on and off the ice — a proven 
winner who could convince the team’s marquee names to stick around, 
and who could meaningfully improve their play on the ice. There’s no 
denying Winnipeg has talent dotted throughout its roster — the issue has 
long been how it’s used, and whether that talent has been motivated to 
perform to its fullest. Trotz has proven adept at solving such issues. 

Sportsnet colleague Ken Wiebe dove deeper into the subject, laying out 
why the Jets should make every effort to bring the Dauphin, Manitoba 
native home. 

4. VEGAS GOLDEN KNIGHTS 
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File the Golden Knights in that hazy-situation category, too. 

After a sterling start to their NHL tenure, Vegas suffered the first 
disappointing season in the franchise’s young history, missing the 
playoffs for the first time. Injuries played a key role in why the team 
stumbled so mightily, surely, but there’s no doubt it will still be a tough pill 
to swallow for Vegas' decision-makers given the absurd plethora of talent 
housed on the roster — and the extreme lengths the club has gone to in 
order to get them there. 

Then there’s the issue of the Robin Lehner debacle. With the Golden 
Knights floundering late in the season, injuries still playing a key role, 
DeBoer had this to say about his starting netminder after a 3-2 loss to the 
Devils in late April: “This time of year, you’re looking for your guy to be 
better than the guy at the other end. That wasn’t the case.” The next 
game, DeBoer went back to Lehner for the start, and then pulled him 
after the veteran allowed one goal on 13 shots through the first period. 
After the game, he criticized Lehner again: “We pay him to start games 
like this. It's the most important time of the year. He's healthy. He's fresh. 
He's got a lot of energy and we need him at this point of the year.” 

Two days later, ESPN’s Emily Kaplan reported that Lehner was to 
undergo season-ending surgery. DeBoer publicly denied it, saying he 
expected his netminder dressed for the following game — doing so for 
cap-related reasons. Lehner did eventually undergo successful shoulder 
surgery. 

Said Sportsnet’s Elliotte Friedman at the time, of where the Golden 
Knights goalie’s mindset was at during that chaotic stretch: "Lehner, who 
was playing hurt, was upset at some of the criticism he was receiving, 
and also being pulled the other night, and I believe he informed the 
Golden Knights he was going to have surgery, and shut it down.” 

For a team that saw more off-ice drama than on-ice results this season, 
it’s tough to see the Golden Knights brass wanting to run it back with 
both Lehner and DeBoer in the fold. And with Lehner signed for three 
more years as the club’s starter, the decision might already be made. If 
Vegas does opt to move on from their current coach, it would be tough to 
find a better option than Trotz, particularly given what he did with 
Washington’s star-studded roster. 

5. FLORIDA PANTHERS 

What about the Florida Panthers? A post-season favourite who could 
wind up looking in a new direction if they come up short in their first-
round bout, and against Trotz’s former side to boot. 

The most interesting aspect of the Panthers’ situation is the immense 
potential of their current group. The Cats finished 2021-22 as one of the 
most offensively dominant clubs in recent memory, and seem to have all 
they need across the board to go all the way. And yet, against a lesser 
Capitals side, which had injury questions coming into the series, the 
Panthers have been made to look far more human than they would've 
liked. 

They have an interim head coach leading the charge at the moment in 
Andrew Brunette, who was unexpectedly thrust into the lead role when 
the organization parted ways with Joel Quenneville. But there have been 
questions about whether Brunette’s the right voice for this crucial stretch 
of Panthers history, with the team holding perhaps the greatest chance at 
a title that they’ve ever had. 

The squad looked just as dominant before he came aboard, and faced 
with some real adversity here in the post-season, some have questioned 
Brunette’s ability to adapt and react on the fly in order to get his club over 
the hurdle. If it goes south, it seems a fair bet the organization could look 
to pivot to a more seasoned leader. 

And given what Trotz was able to do with that other offensively gifted 
squad who needed to learn how to play on the other side of the puck, 
he'd be as good a choice as any. 
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TSN.CA / Flash poll: Race tightening for No. 1 in NHL Draft 

 

Bob McKenzie 

 

Gino Reda hosts a weekly syndicated radio show that profiles the 
excitement, news and insight of Canadian Amateur Hockey across 
Canada. Listen here. 

The race for No. 1 in the 2022 NHL Entry Draft has tightened up 
considerably. 

In honour of today’s NHL Draft Lottery, we conducted a flash poll of eight 
NHL team head scouts to get a TSN Top 5 Ranking, Draft Lottery 
Edition. 

And where Kingston Frontenac centre Shane Wright got nine of 10 No. 1 
votes from the scouts in our mid-season rankings in January, he got six 
of nine votes to remain atop the quickie poll. 

Wright would appear to be staring down two legitimate threats for first 
overall. 

Big Slovak winger Juraj Slafkovsky received two No. 1 votes today and 
USA Hockey National Team Development Program Under-18 team 
centre Logan Cooley got one. 

Slafkovsky was No. 5 at mid-season but vaulted up to No. 2 on this 
lottery day ranking. Cooley, who was No. 2 at mid-season, is No. 3 today, 
but very little separates the American and Slovak forwards. 

The big mover, though, is heady Slovak defenseman Simon Nemec, who 
was No. 9 at mid-season. He moved up to No. 4 on the strength of four of 
our nine scouts ranking him in their top three overall, one of them at No. 
2. 

Finnish winger Joakim Kemell, No. 3 on the mid-season rankings, checks 
in at No. 5 today. 

Winnipeg Ice forward Matt Savoie, who was No. 4 on the mid-season 
rankings, did get a pair of top-five votes in the lottery edition poll but not 
enough to get by Nemec or Kemell. Czechia defender David Jiricek, No. 
7 at mid-season, picked up three Top 5 votes this time. Jiricek was the 
closest to challenging Kemell for the No. 5 spot. 

The 2022 NHL Draft is set for July 7-8 in Montreal. 

TSN’s Final 2022 NHL Draft list — likely ranking between 80 and 100 
prospects — will be released in late June, the week prior to the draft. 
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TSN.CA / Leafs split Tavares, Nylander for Game 5 

 

Mark Masters 

 

John Tavares and William Nylander have not produced a point in five-on-
five play during the playoffs and in Game 5 they will be split up again. 
Tavares will skate between Ilya Mikheyev and Alex Kerfoot, while 
Nylander slots in beside David Kampf and Pierre Engvall.  

"The focus for me is not necessarily having Nylander and Tavares apart 
as much as it is having Mikheyev-Kerfoot and Engvall-Kampf on two 
different lines," coach Sheldon Keefe said.  

Tavares and Nylander played on different lines in the first two games of 
the series in Toronto before being reunited for the two games in Tampa. 

Tavares has just three shots in five-on-five play in the series.  
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"He's doing a lot of little things that we're asking him to do," Keefe 
stressed. 

"I'd like to generate more," Tavares said following Sunday's loss. "No 
doubt I expect more and want to be better ... I haven't been able to 
produce offensively, but it's obviously important for me to play good 
without the puck and not try to be overly aggressive because I'm just 
worried about offence." 

Tavares and Nylander are both minus-3 in the series, which is tied for the 
worst mark on the team.  

"The reality is we've played four hockey games," Keefe said. "As much 
as it's the playoffs and you want everybody to be rolling and everybody to 
have over a point per game, it's not really the reality of how the league 
works." 

Tavares does have two assists, including one in four-on-four play in 
Game 4.  

"He made an elite, elite, elite play to Willy on the goal they scored in the 
third period the other night," Keefe pointed out. "He's going to have lots 
of opportunities to make a difference. Each night it's somebody different. 
In Game 3, it's Kampf and it's [Colin] Blackwell and it's [Ilya] Lyubushkin 
making plays. John's time is going to come and that's good news for us. 
The fact we're competing at a high level against a very good team and 
both he and William have more to give, it's a good thing for us." 

Leafs Ice Chips: Tavares, Nylander split up; 'John's time will come' 

Sheldon Keefe explains his decision to move William Nylander down to 
the third line away from John Tavares, as the Maple Leafs prepare for a 
pivotal Game 5 in Toronto. Mark Masters has more on the Leafs' lineup. 

Toronto's top line was held without an even-strength point during the two 
games in Tampa where they saw a steady dose of Anthony Cirelli, 
Brayden Point and Alex Killorn.  

"If you can have a good forecheck and make them play defence, it makes 
it extremely difficult for them," Killorn said. "We did a good job doing that 
in Tampa."  

With the series back north, Keefe will be able to keep Mitch Marner, 
Auston Matthews and Michael Bunting away from Tampa's shutdown trio.  

"That's a big factor," Keefe agreed. "At five-on-five it was tough for them 
on the road, but it was also tough for our whole team. Part of that is the 
matchups, but part of it is the fact we're just chasing the game a lot." 

"Breaking the puck out is a key focal point for us," Matthews said. 
"Playing through the pressure of their forecheck and breaking out a little 
bit cleaner so we can have some more controlled entries and sustain a 
little more pressure on their end of the ice." 

During the first two games in Toronto, the Leafs top line was matched 
mostly against Steven Stamkos, Nikita Kucherov and Ondrej Palat. 
Marner downplayed the difference. 

"They got a lot of skill on both lines," Marner said. "Both can play D-zone. 
Both can obviously do a lot on the offensive side, so not a whole lot of 
difference. They're pretty similar."  

A bigger issue may be all the special teams play.  

"It's been a little weird," Marner said, "[hard] to get a feel for rhythm in 
some games." 

"It can be tough," Matthews said. "It does disrupt the rhythm of the game 
and the flow."  

The Leafs have taken 32 penalties, which leads the playoffs.  

"We've done a pretty good job, for the most part, not getting involved in 
the stuff between the whistles," Tavares said. "But some of the 
obstruction is getting called tighter than probably we've been used to in 
the past, so it's something we have to adapt to."  

Tampa had eight power plays on Sunday.  

Will last-change advantage spark Matthews, Marner? 

The Maple Leafs return home tonight for Game 5 against the Lightning 
and after having little success in Tampa Bay. Will last change be enough 
to get Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner a more favorable matchup? 

--- 

There hasn't been a lead change in the series yet, which makes the start 
of the game all the more important.   

"We know what we can play like, so we just got to make sure we come 
out and do it and get our fans engaged early," Marner said.  

"I can't speak for Toronto," said Lightning coach Jon Cooper, "but I'll be 
shocked if we don't come out playing hard. It'd be nice to score first 
because then you've hopefully taken the crowd out of it a bit and you're 
making everybody nervous. You want to make people feel 
uncomfortable, play uncomfortable." 

Keefe started his third defence pair of Mark Giordano and Justin Holl in 
Game 4. The duo got trapped on the ice with Holl committing a turnover 
that led to the Stamkos ice breaker just 60 seconds in. After the game, 
Toronto Sun columnist Steve Simmons asked Keefe why he started Holl 
in such a hostile environment while referring to him as the team's "worst 
defenceman." Keefe didn't care for how the question was asked and 
didn't provide an answer.  

Keefe sees 'successful road trip'; tense exchange with columnist on 
starting Holl 

Sheldon Keefe is urging his players to flush Sunday's lopsided loss. "We 
got our split," the Leafs coach said. "It is a successful road trip in that 
sense." Keefe had a tense exchange with Toronto Sun columnist Steve 
Simmons, who asked why Justin Holl was in the starting lineup. Simmons 
referred to Holl as Toronto's worst defenceman. "That's your opinion, I 
guess," the coach responded. The Leafs allowed a goal in the opening 
minute. 

On Tuesday, Keefe explained why he was sticking with Holl for Game 5.  

"He stabilized our penalty kill," the coach noted. "I watched the game 
back the other night and, to me, the Giordano-Holl pairing was as good a 
pairing as we had. I've watched the game back three times now and 
Hollsy's a driver of that a lot." 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, expected goals for Giordano and Holl in the 
two games they played together in this series is 75 per cent. 

"Hollsy's been playing well," said Giordano. "The first shift last game we 
were sort of hemmed in a bit, but other than the first shift I thought we 
moved the puck well. He was making good reads defensively. He's 
obviously one of our best penalty killers. He's a confident guy and he's 
just got to keep building on his game and doing what he's doing."  

Holl leads the Leafs in blocks per 60 minutes (7.72). 

"Unbelievable," said Marner of Holl's contribution. "He doesn't get the 
love he deserves ... He's huge on the penalty kill. When he gets out 
there, he's not afraid to step up and eat a block from a big-name guy. He 
made a lot of great plays last game. He's done great for us when he's in 
this lineup." 

Marner defends Holl: 'I don't think he gets the love he deserves' 

With Justin Holl skating alongside Mark Giordano at the Maple Leafs' 
morning skate, Sheldon Keefe explains why Holl is staying in the lineup 
and Mitch Marner doesn't think the defenceman gets the love he 
deserves. 

--- 

After getting pulled in Game 4, Jack Campbell promised to bounce back.  

"I just look in the mirror," the 30-year-old goalie said on Sunday night. "I 
just learn from what I did wrong and be ready to do some great things 
next game." 

Keefe checked in with Campbell on Monday after the team returned from 
Tampa.  

"Whether it was coming out of Game 2 or coming out of Game 4 here 
now, I think he's been in good spirits and handled it really well," Keefe 
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said. "His response in Game 3 was outstanding so we're expecting more 
of the same." 

The mindset? 

"Just going to go out there and enjoy the crowd at home and stop some 
pucks," Campbell said.  

Campbell wanted to keep battling, but respects Keefe's decision to pull 
him 

Jack Campbell was pulled in the second period after allowing five goals 
on 16 shots in Game 4. "I always want to battle, but I always respect the 
coach's decision," the Leafs goalie said. Sheldon Keefe spoke with 
Campbell before making the move. "I wanted to be sure that he wasn't 
feeling like he really wanted to finish the game," the coach explained. "I 
just made it clear to him that it is obviously a long way to come back." 

The Leafs are looking to exorcise the demons associated with five 
straight opening-round defeats in the Matthews era.  

"We want to win this series just as much as they do," Killorn said. "We 
don't care how many times they haven't gotten through the first round or 
whatever. It's the same pressure for us, but the media definitely puts a 
different pressure on them. It's just the way it is. It's a huge market and 
then it gets talked about a lot. It's definitely an added pressure for them. 
There's no way around it." 

Keefe is doing his best to help his players deal with the playoff plot twists.  

"The playoffs are up and down and it's a tough thing," said Keefe, who's 
coaching in his third playoff series in the NHL. "The emotion is all over 
the place. That's the nature of the game and that's why we love this time 
of year because you're experiencing so many different things. You're sort 
of riding that wave and, as the coach, it's your job to keep things focused 
and keep things dialled in. It's about keeping the team on task and focus 
on what we can control." 

The Lightning got swept out of the playoffs after winning the Presidents' 
Trophy in 2019, so they understand what it takes to overcome the weight 
of unfulfilled expectations.  

"I've learned to take a breath instead of holding my breath," said Cooper.  

'It's a three-game series now': Leafs buoyed by having home-ice 
advantage 

The Leafs and Lightning have split their home games thus far in the 
series, but, now that it's down to a best of three, Toronto players have 
confidence knowing they have the home-ice advantage. As Morgan 
Rielly says, 'it works in our favour if we're able to take advantage of it', 
while William Nylander states, 'it just comes down to who wants it more.' 

 

TSN.CA LOADED: 05.11.2022 

1202461 Websites 

 

USA TODAY / Tampa Bay Lightning in trouble after blowing third-period 
lead against Toronto Maple Leafs 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning's bid for a third consecutive Stanley Cup is in 
trouble. 

Or is it? 

The Lightning blew a third-period lead as the Toronto Maple Leafs won 4-
3 and took a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven Eastern Conference first-round 
series. 

"That game was there for the taking for us and we just let it slip through 
our fingers," Lightning coach Jon Cooper told reporters.  

The Lightning have recent history on their side, though. They are heading 
home for Game 6 and they are 16-0 following a loss since the start of the 
2020 postseason. Toronto, meanwhile, hasn't won a first-round series 
since 2004. In 2018, 2019 and 2021, the Leafs got three wins but failed 
to get a fourth. 

Tampa Bay will need more to keep the run alive. The Lightning appeared 
to be headed for another blowout win with two quick goals in the first 
period, but they couldn't get another puck past Jack Campbell until the 
third period. 

By that time, the Leafs had rallied to take a 3-2 lead on a second-period 
goal by John Tavares and third-period goals by Morgan Rielly and 
William Nylander 73 seconds apart. It was the first lead change in the 
series. 

Tampa Bay's Ryan McDonagh tied up the game, but he was later caught 
up ice, leading to a 2-on-1 break for Toronto. Auston Matthews scored on 
a so-called pass-off-pads from Mitch Marner. 

"Just an unbelievable key play by him," Matthews said. "I had the whole 
net to shoot at. I just had to get my stick on the ice." 

Matthews said veteran Jason Spezza had talked to the team during the 
first intermission. 

"The main message was that wasn't our best period and we just got to go 
out there and compete and get back to our game," he said.  

The Maple Leafs took play to the Lightning in the second period and 
scored three goals on seven shots in the third period. 

Lightning goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, last year's Conn Smythe Trophy 
winner as playoff MVP, has given up at least three goals in every game 
this round. 

The Lightning will also have to figure out how to shut down the Leafs 
stars, especially with Tavares finally having a big game. 

"We haven't let a series slip away," Cooper said. "We let a game slip 
away." 

The Edmonton Oilers had staged a furious rally in Game 5, overcoming 
two two-goal deficits in the third period to tie the game 4-4 against the 
Los Angeles Kings. 

But Kings All-Star Adrian Kempe ended it quickly in overtime, silencing 
the Oilers crowd by scoring at 1:12 to give Los Angeles a 3-2 series lead. 
It was his second goal of the game. 

His celebration said it all. 

"We had a good mentality going into overtime," he told ESPN. "It's been 
like that all year. It doesn't matter if we're down or if we're up. We still can 
always rely on our identity and we did that tonight."  

Hurricanes' Seth Jarvis scores odd goal vs. Bruins 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Seth Jarvis scored two goals in a 5-1 win 
against the Boston Bruins. 

The first was a little strange. 

Knocked to the ice, he tried to pass the puck in front of the net. But it hit 
Bruins forward Jake DeBrusk's skate and floated over Jeremy 
Swayman's shoulder. 

“A lot of things had to go perfect for that to even happen,” he said. 

His second goal was more traditional as he scored off a rebound. 

Jarvis said he was still feeling the effects of being felled by a shot to the 
groin in Game 4. But he didn’t mind being back in front of the net. 

“If I get hit again, I get hit again,” he said. “Well, I say that now, but if I get 
hit again, I might be down even longer.” 
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