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Hurricanes’ Niederreiter proves versatility in helping shut down Bruins’ top players 

By Luke DeCock 

As this series shifts back to Boston, the Carolina Hurricanes 
will once again be without what has become their biggest 
weapon. The ability of Jordan Staal, Jesper Fast and Nino 
Niederreiter to turn the Bruins from a one-line team into a 
none-line team has been the determining factor in all five 
games so far. 

At home, where the Hurricanes can get that fivesome — the 
forward trio ably and primarily assisted by Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei — out against Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand 
and either David Pastrnak or Jake DeBrusk, the Bruins have 
been completely stymied. On the road, where the Bruins can 
use the last change to pick that group’s spots, the Hurricanes 
have had a tougher time. 

They’ve got one more chance to figure it out in Boston, with 
a chance to close the Bruins out in Game 6 on Thursday 
night. 

There’s very little surprising about Staal assuming that role. 
Perennially overlooked for the Selke Trophy that goes to the 
NHL’s best defensive forward, Staal is a versatile two-way 
center who plays the way his coach once did, only bigger (if 
not stronger). 

Nor is there anything shocking about Fast excelling in the 
job. He’s also overlooked around the NHL for his relentlessly 
efficient play, but not among his teammates. Both with the 
Hurricanes and New York Rangers, Fast has been chosen 
annually as the winner of whatever award is decided by a 
player vote. Whether on the forecheck or on defense, he’s a 
disruptive dynamo. 

Niederreiter’s the odd man in on this line that’s as reliable as 
traffic and weather together on the 1s: 21, 11 and 71 . A 
high-powered, goal-scoring power forward for much of his 
career, Niederreiter has never struggled at the defensive end 
but has perhaps at times had higher priorities. There are a lot 
of players who can play a 200-foot game; few have 
Niederreiter’s ability to protect the puck or his finishing touch. 
The latter often takes precedence. It does not right now. 

“It’s definitely been a different game for me,” Niederreiter 
said. “I’ve been enjoying it a lot. The more you play with 
certain guys, the more chemistry you build. That’s been the 
case. Almost all year I’ve been playing with Jordo and Fast 
and I know exactly what I get from them. We talk a lot on the 
ice and off the ice about what we can do to produce and not 
just shut down other team’s top lines. I think that’s clicked for 
us.” 

But it’s the defense, the shutting down, that’s truly 
exceptional — highlighted by the Hurricanes’ difficulty 
against Bergeron et al when they can’t get the Staal line out 
against them. Each of the three forwards brings a different 
element to the trio: Staal’s range and wingspan, Fast’s savvy 

and indefatigable hustle, Niederreiter’s combination of size 
and skill. 

“He’s a big body,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I 
think that helps take the blows. He eats the pucks. I think 
that helps in the offensive zone. We know he’s got a scoring 
touch. That helps with those guys. That may not be what 
they’re known for, but Nino has a little flair around the net.” 

This isn’t exactly a new dimension to Niederreiter’s game, 
but he’s also never been asked to play quite this role — and 
earlier in his career, when he was just finding his way in the 
NHL, when goals were the currency of success, he could 
hardly imagine it: “It’s definitely a long way since then,” 
Nieddereiter said. 

Some Swiss people speak five or more languages routinely. 
Niederreiter says he actually speaks only two well, English 
and German. Niederreiter learned Italian in school and grew 
up in a Romansh-speaking area, but so close to the German 
border that he essentially grew up bilingual instead of 
pentalingual. 

As a player, as he enters the waning half of his career, the 
29-year-old Niederreiter has become fluent in yet another 
style of play. A streaky finisher who can put some muscle 
behind it has recast himself as a two-way shutdown winger. 

Niederreiter was always an analytics darling during his time 
in Minnesota, controlling possession whether he was scoring 
or not, playing on the top line when he was hot, drawing 
checking duty with current Bruins opponent Charlie Coyle 
when not. He’s kind of doing both simultaneously now, and 
bringing an offensive element his linemates do not. 

“He plays the right way,” Fast said. “He’s hard on the pucks. 
He can hold onto it, he’s a big boy. He helps us because he 
plays the same way.” 

This is, in some ways, a natural and ongoing and continuing 
evolution of his game, the rounding out of a veteran player, 
filling in the gaps. Times change. People grow. In this case, 
the evolution could potentially prolong Niederreiter’s time in 
Carolina. 

A free agent this offseason, his value on the open market as 
a 24-goal-scorer probably exceeds what the Hurricanes can 
or would pay for Niederreiter at this point in his career. But 
with this new versatility and mentality, there may be more 
room to bring him back, especially on a contract that declines 
in value, making him easier to trade in the second or third 
year if his performance tails off. 

That isn’t on anyone’s minds right now, not with the 
imperative to flip the script on the Bruins in Boston. Whether 
the 1s get much of a chance against the Bruins’ No. 1 line or 
not, their real strength is that their role and mentality never 
change — and all three have bought into that equally. 
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“We try to lead by example and go out the right way,” 
Niederreiter said. “I know the goals we score are not the 
prettiest ones but they count the same.”

 

 

 

Seven things the Hurricanes can do to finish this series in Boston 

By Sara Civian 

It feels like an article titled “seven things the Canes can do to 
finish this series in Boston” is a meeting that could have 
been an email. 

Stay out of the box. That’s been the simple answer for victory 
in this series. But for the away team du jour it hasn’t been 
easy, and there’s only so much control one has over penalty 
calls. The Canes are on the road as they look to turn a 3-2 
series lead into a Round 1 win over Boston, and they need 
some options if No. 1 doesn’t pan out. 

1. Stay out of the box. Let’s get it out of the way: The Canes 
allowed one short-handed goal (the Bruins scored on their 
own power play) in Game 2 and still won, but they lost both 
games in which the Bruins scored two power-play goals. 
According to Natural Stat Trick, the Canes allowed 13 shots 
(and two goals) on nine penalty kills during Game 4. That’s, 
like, two full periods worth of shots allowed if the Canes are 
having a good day. The easiest way to prevent that is to stay 
out of the box. The next easiest is to have a really good 
penalty kill, which the Canes do. You’ve seen it shine 
multiple times throughout the series, but it hasn’t been 
enough when they’re amassing too many penalties. I don’t 
care who you’re putting out there or what you’re doing, give 
Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak 
enough opportunities on the man advantage and they will 
eventually make it count. 

The problem with the “stay out of the box” philosophy is you 
think too much about sticking to the rules and you lose an 
edge that could help you win. We saw aggressive play pay 
off in Game 5. 

So if you can’t beat ’em on special teams, join ’em. 

2. Score on the power play. The Canes have won every 
game they’ve scored a power-play goal in, even when 
they’ve allowed a Bruins power-play goal. This is a reflection 
of how even the five-on-five game has been; the team who 
wins the special teams matchup has prevailed. 

“Special teams are huge,” Tony DeAngelo said after scoring 
a power-play goal in the Game 5 win. “You’ve got to just 
keep it going. One game is not enough. We’ve got to have 
this power play consistent. Every time we go out there it’s got 
to be a threat. Boston is a threat every time they go out 
there. We know that. We’ve got to be a threat every time.” 

It’s easier said than done, but Carolina has done much better 
on the power play when the personnel don’t give the Bruins a 
chance to think. DeAngelo’s laser at the point Tuesday broke 
through a 10-attempt drought for a reason: He wasn’t looking 

for someone with a better shot, he went directly to the net 
and figured someone could find the rebound if it didn’t work 
out. The Canes have also had a few great plays emerging 
from behind the net, which again, forces the Bruins to think 
fast if they can lure them to the puck. 

3. Don’t let the special teams battle deflate you. So you 
allowed a goal short-handed and you didn’t score on the 
power play. At the end of the day it’s just one goal, and life 
will go on if you let it. There have been zero shutouts 
throughout this series and the Canes won Game 2 5-2 
despite allowing a goal on the penalty kill. The most crushing 
part of the Canes’ losses has been how deflating special 
teams woes have been. You almost knew it was over after 
that Charlie Coyle short-handed goal, right? We always talk 
about flushing games after a loss, but how about flushing 
goals against and moving on quickly? 

4. Raanta’s trademark performance. I’m not a rocket 
scientist, but I imagine if Raanta got his first career playoff 
shutout, the Canes would win. Now that I say that, Raanta 
will get a shutout and the Bruins will score on the empty net 
— stranger things have happened. In all seriousness, I’ve 
been impressed with Raanta throughout this series — 
perhaps more impressed than anticipated. He’s had 70 
saves on 74 shots at even strength, and I’m not about to 
blame him for any of the special teams shenanigans. He’s 
earned a .946 save percentage and 1.77 GAA throughout 
this series, and I personally think Game 5 was his strongest 
outing. 

Why not mess around and have your biggest game when the 
team needs it the most? 

(Elle Woods voice) What, like it’s hard? 

5. Best players shift into gear. It’s been great to see Andrei 
Svechnikov use his size and strength throughout this series, 
but his team is going to need all that and a goal to win in 
Boston. He and Sebastian Aho were both held completely off 
the scoresheet in Games 3 and 4. Not only does it matter for 
them to break through to win the game in front of them, but 
I’m sure going into a potential Round 2 knowing they didn’t 
score on the road would be less than ideal on the confidence 
front. 

6. Pretend you’re at PNC Arena. Really get into the zone 
here, if you can. Set up a million traffic cones throughout the 
streets of Boston. Pack coolers of Cheerwine and Storm 
Brew. Send some fans to tailgate. Call up PA announcer 
Wade Minter and have him do some pregame goal calls. 
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7. Score second? I don’t know, folks, the Canes have scored 
first every game this series and they have a 3-2 lead, but 
they’ve also scored first in both losses. I’m running out of 
ideas that make sense when home ice advantage has been 

so strong in this series, so maybe we can put together some 
of our stupidest ideas possible in the comments and stumble 
on gold.

 

 

 

NSFW: Hurricanes’ Staal, Fast, Niederreiter make up one of NHL’s top lines 

Carolina has counted on the line to be a 200-foot force all 
season 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — They’ve been talked about all year, but the 
Hurricanes’ line of Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and 
Jesper Fast has been as impactful as the Bruins’ Perfection 
Line of David Pastrnak, Patrice Bergeron and Brad 
Marchand through five games of the Boston-Carolina first 
round series. 

So why not dive a little deeper into the Hurricanes’ shutdown 
line. Since the line is known for its nonstop work ethic, we’ll 
adopt that “W” and call them the NSFW Line. 

It all starts with Carolina’s captain. 

One could call Staal a unicorn, but he’s more like a mix 
between a Clydesdale and a unicorn. 

He’s listed at 6-foot-4, 220 pounds, but let’s be real — Staal 
is a mountain of a man who probably weighs closer to 245 
and is among the biggest forwards in NHL history, especially 
if you don’t count the guys who made their living with their 
fists. 

“I remember playing against him here, and you definitely feel 
it when you go into the corners with him,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Brady Skjei said. “He’s hard to move. He’s an 
absolute horse. He’s our leader, and we’re really, really lucky 
to have him.” 

Then there’s the fact he’s one of the most consistent and 
reliable players in the NHL. He’s underappreciated by fans 
around the league because he’s never been a big point 
producer — since coming to Carolina in 2013, his best 
statistical season was a 20-goal, 48-point campaign in 2015-
16. 

But really, anything Staal does in the offensive zone is gravy. 
No active forward has logged more regular season 
shorthanded minutes than Staal’s career total of 2,545:48, 
and he ranks eighth all-time since the NHL started tracking it 
in 1997-98. Rod Brind’Amour, by the way, is sixth with 
2,687:25. 

He also sets the tone for the Hurricanes with a lead-by-
example style that starts off the ice and continues on it. 

“You look at Staalsy, he plays the same every single shift,” 
Hurricanes forward Max Domi said. “So everyone just kind of 
falls in line and follows suit. … He really doesn’t make any 
mistakes out there.” 

Next up is Niederreiter, who joins Staal as one of 65 players 
since 2000 with at least six career game-winning goals in the 
postseason. 

“Nino’s a beast down low,” Domi said. “He’s such a smart 
player. He makes all the plays he needs to make.” 

Everyone knew Niederreiter could score 20 goals in the NHL: 
This year is the sixth time he’s reached that mark in 10 full-
time NHL seasons. 

“He eats the pucks,” Brind’Amour said, “and I think that helps 
in the offensive zone. We know he’s got a scoring touch. … 
Nino’s got a little flair around the net.” 

Where Niederreiter has surprised this year is his ability to 
play a major role on a line that goes head-to-head with the 
opposition’s best night after night. 

“He plays the right way,” Fast said of Niederreiter. “He’s hard 
on the pucks. … He’s playing the same way me and Jordo’s 
playing as well, so it’s a good fit.” 

Niederreiter ranked ninth in the NHL this season in Corsi For 
percentage at 58.43% — just ahead of Staal (58.38%) and 
Fast (58.10%). Bergeron and Marchand were the runaway 
leaders on the season at 65.58% and 62.63%, respectively. 

Niederreiter’s faced some criticism for his lack of offensive 
production in the postseason since coming to Carolina. But 
after scoring just three goals in his first 29 playoff games with 
the Hurricanes, he has three through five games in the 
Boston series. 

Perhaps fittingly, Fast is last on our rundown. For a player 
that seems to win an award from his teammates every year 
for being a “player’s player,” Fast goes unnoticed much of 
the time. 
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“Nobody ever says anything about him, but he’s the kind of 
player I think everybody would want to have on their team,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

But did Carolina know what it was getting when they signed 
the Swedish winger two offseasons ago? 

“Yeah, yeah,” Brind’Amour said. “Especially from the 
comments from the guys that (played with) him. I mean, that 
speaks volumes.” 

One of those former teammates was Skjei, who played with 
Fast with the Rangers for parts of five seasons. 

“Every team wants a guy like him,” Skjei said. “I know when 
we were talking about trying to get him, he was No. 1 on my 
list.” 

Fast quietly had a career year on the scoresheet, getting a 
career bests in goals (14) and points (34) while playing all 82 
games. Only Skjei joined him among the Hurricanes with 
perfect attendance in 2021-22. Numbers aside, he’s 
tenacious all over the ice. 

“Quickie, he’s probably the best forechecker in the entire 
NHL,” Domi said. “The way he gets in — he’s not the biggest 
guy, but he’s so strong and he’s so smart with his body, he 
gets on the pucks he needs to. He wins every battle.” 

Fast also had the fewest penalty minutes of any full-time 
Hurricanes player this year, taking just two minors. Fast even 
took exception to one of those two penalties, a matching 
roughing minor with Philadelphia’s Rasmus Ristolainen. 

“I think one was a roughing penalty, I didn’t even touch the 
guy,” he said. 

Brind’Amour was a dominant defensive player himself, but 
he said Fast’s ability to be so good defensively without taking 
penalties comes down to an intangible. 

“I would say the guy’s got it in there,” Brind’Amour said while 
pointing to his heart. “Just every day. Most guys can do it 
most of the time, part of the time. It’s hard to find those guys 
that do it all the time. And that’s what he is.” 

Brind’Amour leaned on the NSFW Line throughout the 
season, and rightfully so. According to LeftWingLock.com, no 
line in the NHL with at least 500 shot attempts had a better 
goals for percentage than their 71.2%, followed closely by 
Tampa Bay’s Pierre-Edouard Bellemare, Corey Perry and 
Patrick Maroon (71.1%) and the consensus top line in the 
league, Calgary’s trio of Matthew Tkachuk, Elias Lindholm 
and Johnny Gaudreau (70.4%). 

In the series, the NSFW Line has limited the Perfection Line 
to just one 5-on-5 goal in the three games at PNC Arena 
while scoring twice. Meanwhile, Boston’s top line has three 
goals at even strength in the two games at TD Garden when 
it has been able to avoid Staal & Co. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy will do everything he can to 
untether his top line from the NSFW Line in Game 6. But 
even if Boston can claw out a win at home Thursday, the 
Bruins will still have to go through Staal, Fast and 
Niederreiter to advance. 

“The three of them together are great,” Domi said. “Rock-
solid line, obviously.”
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Travel Day Updates: Back To Boston 

Why matchups matter and discipline is power 

By Walt Ruff 

BOSTON, MA. - The Carolina Hurricanes are back in Boston 
with their sights set on closing out the series in Game Six 
Thursday night. 

After dropping the first set of games at TD Garden over the 
weekend, the Canes responded with a decisive 5-1 victory 
Tuesday on home ice, taking back control of the best-of-
seven series. 

What paved the way to success at PNC Arena? Discipline 
and matchups, among other things. 

Captain vs. Captain 

When at five-on-five and with last change, Jordan Staal's line 
was tasked with shutting down Boston's "Perfection Line" of 
Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak. Per 
NaturalStatTrick, Bergeron played 11:16 at five-on-five 
Tuesday. Of that, 9:19 came against Staal, far and away the 
most opposed Canes player of his night. 

For those in search of what's been a difference between 
games in Raleigh vs. games in Boston, there you have it. 

Now, if you're reading this asking, "what does being at home 
versus being on the road have to do with this," fear not. 
There's room for all Canes fans on this boat, including the 
newcomers. 

In the NHL, when you're the visiting team, you have five 
seconds in between whistles to decide your personnel for the 
ensuing faceoff. The home team? Eight seconds. So, each 
time Rod Brind'Amour has seen Bergeron and crew jump 
over the bench, that's an immediate signal for Staal, Jesper 
Fast and Nino Niederreiter to head out. When in Boston and 
Bruce Cassidy sees the Staal line jump out, that's his cue to 
go with anybody other than Bergeron. 

"Does it really matter that much if it's Staal's line going 
against Bergeron's line?" 

Yes. Although he doesn't get the national recognition 
deserved, Staal is one of the best defensive forwards in the 
league. Further evidence? Look at what Bergeron, Marchand 
and Pastrnak were able to accomplish during Games Three 
and Four when they got to avoid Staal and co. I'll spare you 
the research, 16 combined points and the X-Factor in their 
two wins. 

"They're outstanding, all three of them," Max Domi began 
when shining light on the Staal trio Wednesday afternoon. 
"Staalsy is such a strong man. He's a responsible guy, two-

way player and he doesn't make any mistakes out there. 
Good in the faceoff circle, as well. Nino and Jesper are two 
guys who personally, I didn't realize how good they were 
until I played with them. Quickie is probably the best 
forechecker in the NHL. He gets to pucks when he needs to 
and wins battles. He doesn't make any mistakes and he's fun 
to watch, too. Nino is a beast down low, too. He's such a 
smart player. He makes all the plays he needs to make and 
when you put all three together, it's a rock solid group." 

If you ask them though, consistency has played a huge role 
in the line being as effective as they have been. 

"We've played together for most of the season, so we 
understand each other," Jesper Fast spoke modestly when 
asked what he feels makes the group so successful. "We 
play the right way and we have trust in each other." 

While all three are humble and prefer to let their work do the 
talking, the head coach may have had the most fitting 
description for #71 when asked about the line and what 
makes Fast, specifically, so successful. 

"Heart. The guy's got it in there every day. Most guys can do 
it most of the time or part of the time, but it's hard to find 
guys that can do it all the time. That's what he does." 

Discipline Is Power 

In terms of the penalties, a drop-off from nine to three made 
a world of difference in the team between Games Four and 
Five. 

Bergeron, Marchand and Pastrnak are also a part of the 
Bruins strong man advantage, one that's certainly appeared 
threatening each time they've been on the ice this series. 
Now, with the series shifting back to Boston and Carolina not 
having the ability to get the matchups they want, staying out 
of the box is just going to be that much more critical. 

"When we play five-on-five hockey, I don't think anybody can 
beat us in this league," Domi continued. "We know that and 
we're a confident group five-on-five. There's intensity that 
comes with the way we play the game. It's an aggressive 
style, so there are going to be penalties here and there that 
come with our game. The difference is the few undisciplined 
ones and that's something we know we can clean up. We did 
a great job of it last game. When we're disciplined, we're 
tough to beat. We just have to stay out of the box, then we'll 
be good to go." 
 
Loose Pucks 
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 The Canes were scheduled to hold a full team 
practice Wednesday but opted to make it just a 
limited skate instead. 

 Rod Brind'Amour was once again asked about 
Frederik Andersen at his media availability. The 
head coach's update was, "Definitely closer, but he 
hasn't had a full practice yet, so until that happens, 
don't expect him." 

 We haven't forgotten that Raanta stopped 34 out of 
35 last night and Pyotr Kochetkov has been very 

good in every NHL game he's played in to date, 
have we? 

 In the other net, Bruce Cassidy announced 
Wednesday that Jeremy Swayman will start again 
in net for Boston Thursday. 

 Additionally, Cassidy said that he expects Hampus 
Lindholm to be back in the lineup. The defenseman 
has been out since being on the other end of a 
thunderous hit from Andrei Svechnikov during 
Game Two.

 

 

Preview: Game Six at Boston 

Canes aim to close out series at TD Garden 

By Walt Ruff 

BOSTON, MA. - The Carolina Hurricanes hope to close the 
book on Round One of their quest for a Stanley Cup 
Thursday, going for their fourth win in six tries over the 
Boston Bruins. 

When: Thursday, May 12, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: Bally Sports South, Bally Sports App, TNT 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

SERIES RECAPS: 

 Game One: Antti Raanta stops 35 out of 36, 
backstopping Carolina to a 5-1 win in his first career 
postseason start. 

 Game Two: Sebastian Aho, Nino Niederreiter score 
twice as Pyotr Kochetkov earns win in relief. 

 Game Three: Boston scores three special teams 
goals to claim a 4-2 victory. 

 Game Four: Bruins take advantage of being offered 
nine power play opportunities, win 5-2. 

 Game Five: Antti Raanta stops 34 out of 35 and 
Seth Jarvis scores twice en route to a 5-1 victory on 
home ice. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Since Tuesday's Final Horn: Carolina was scheduled to hold 
a team practice Wednesday, but opted to make it a limited 
one instead before flying north. 

Scouting The Other Side: The Bruins also held a limited 
skate Wednesday, featuring Hampus Lindholm, who has 
been out of the lineup since his hit from Andrei Svechnikov in 
Game Two. Following skate Head Coach Bruce Cassidy said 
that he expects the Trade Deadline acquisition to return to 
the lineup for tonight's matchup. He additionally said that 
Jeremy Swayman will start again for his club, despite taking 
the defeat in Game Five. 

Jumpin' Jarvy: On top of scoring twice on Tuesday, Seth 
Jarvis also became just the second rookie since 2014 to 

publish eight shots on goal in a playoff game. Now with 16 
shots on the series, he leads all Carolina skaters. Including 
both regular season and postseason games, the 20-year-old 
has 25 points in 29 games since March 6. 

DeAngelo Is Dishin': In Game Five Canes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo became the first in team history to publish two 
three-point performances in the same playoff series. After 
having three assists in Game Two, he had one goal and two 
assists Tuesday. 

Disicipline Is Power: One of the biggest differences from 
Game Four's defeat to Game Five's victory for Carolina was 
their ability to stay out of the box. Sunday afternoon they 
provided Boston with nine power play chances, two of which 
they scored on. Tuesday night they offered them just three 
chances, holding them off the board on all three. It was also 
the first time all series the Canes made it through the 
opening 20 minutes without taking a penalty. 

Power Play Success: On the other end of special teams, 
Carolina found the back of the net twice while up a man on 
Tuesday. A Tony DeAngelo shot from the point made its way 
through traffic in the first period and then Jarvis jammed 
home a loose puck behind Swayman during the third. 

Getting It Done At Even: With so much being made about 
special teams in this series, it's important to not overlook 
who is getting it done at five-on-five. For Carolina, all five of 
Jaccob Slavin's points this series have come at five-on-five, 
giving him the team lead. In fact, the only defender to have 
more even strength points in the Stanley Cup Playoffs thus 
far is Cale Makar, who had six in Colorado's four-game 
sweep of Nashville. 

Striking First: The Canes have scored first in all five games 
this series. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing white 
tonight. 

More Milestones: Sebastian Aho is two assists shy of 
passing Ron Francis for the most assists in franchise playoff 
history. He is also two goals shy of passing Kevin Dineen to 
move into a tie for the second-most goals in franchise playoff 
history.
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About Last Night: Hurricanes hockey 

The Canes looked a completely different team in game five 
than the two before, as Carolina beat Boston 5-1 Tuesday to 
take a 3-2 series lead.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

After two pretty unsightly games in Boston that saw the 
Bruins tie up the series at 2-2, the Carolina Hurricanes 
returned to home ice Tuesday night and absolutely 
dominated.  

The Canes beat the Bruins 5-1 to take a 3-2 series lead, the 
third home game of the series in which Carolina has put five 
goals on the board.  

Antti Raanta was exceptional, Seth Jarvis showed maturity 
well beyond his years and the Canes fixed some of their 
biggest problems from games three and four to show they 
could definitely still play their own brand of hockey.  

About last night: 

Disciplined dominance 

By far the biggest issue for the Hurricanes in Boston was 
their ability to stay out of the penalty box, as special teams 
proved costly in both games three and four as the Bruins 
went on the power play 14 times between those two games.  

Tuesday night the Hurricanes committed just three penalties, 
keeping Boston scoreless with the man advantage while 
Carolina itself netted two on the power play.  

“The penalties got us out of our game last game,” said Tony 
DeAngelo. “When you take nine penalties, you’re not going 
to have success. We come back tonight and even the 
penalties we took could go either way. I think we had three. 
When we’re on our game 5-on-5, we’re very confident that 
we’re going to come out on top. We were all over the puck. 
We were above the puck so much tonight. That’s the way 
you’ve got to do it.” 

Special teams are always important, and there’s no better 
case study of that than this series so far.  

Staying out of the box was a HUGE emphasis for the 
Hurricanes coming out of game four, and for the most part 
they were able to accomplish that goal.  

“It’s so important,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “We’ve beat this to 
death. It was nice that we only had to kill a couple. It only 
ended up being three. Still three too many, but it was nice 
that the power play got going a little bit. That was a big part 
of the game.” 

The kid is unphased 

The 2021-22 journey of Seth Jarvis is pretty ridiculous.  

A rookie who really wasn’t even supposed to factor into the 
plans this season has taken over, scoring playoff goals on 
the top line and on the power play as the Hurricanes square 
off with the team that has knocked them out of the 
postseason in two of the last three seasons.  

And he’s completely unphased by it all.  

“You would never believe that he is so young with the way he 
plays,” said Antti Raanta. “He goes to the net. He’s always 
there. That’s why he scored those goals. He’s getting to the 
net and getting to those dirty areas.” 

Jarvis scored both of his game five goals at the net, winning 
battles (and getting some fortunate bounces) to produce in 
the crease.  

And let’s be honest, Jarvis had every reason in the world to 
be hesitant of that after taking a rifled puck into a not-so-fun 
area in game four.  

“No. I don’t care,” Jarvis said. “If I get hit again, I get hit 
again. Well, I say that now. But if I get hit again...” 

Jarvis has been an absolute revelation for the Hurricanes 
this season, and he’s getting better and better and more and 
more mature as the season goes along.  

If the Hurricanes find themselves in a champagne 
celebration later on this postseason, Jarvis won’t be 
involved. That’s how young he is. It’s crazy to think that the 
guy skating on the top line and scoring dirty goals in the 
playoffs is barely 20.  

“You love seeing that for anyone on your team, but for the 
young kid,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s earning his way in the 
league. He’s earning his way up the chart in every aspect of 
the game. I can’t say enough good things about him. I think 
he’s going to keep getting better. There’s a lot still to learn. 
He’s a young kid.” 

Raanta stepping up 

The Canes were dealt a big blow late in the regular season 
when Frederik Andersen got hurt, as their top goaltender and 
should-have-been Vezina finalist went down with a lower-
body injury.  

But the good news for the Canes there was that Raanta was 
almost as good this season, and when he’s played this 
postseason he’s been really good.  

After battling a little bit of injury issues himself, Raanta was in 
net for game five and was absolutely excellent. He stopped 
34 of 35 shots faced and made some huge saves, 
particularly early in the first period to keep Boston off the 
scoresheet and allow Carolina to get its game going.  
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“That’s what goaltending does,” Brind’Amour said. “We have 
to get those saves because you’re not going to not get 
chances. That team is going to generate opportunities, and 
they certainly did. He was good. Then we had a real good 
solid two periods to put us in a comfortable spot.” 

Raanta made some huge stops all throughout the game, as 
any time Boston really got something cooking Raanta had 
the answer for it.  

In a game where the winning team scores five goals it might 
be easy to look past what the goaltender did in net, but 
Raanta was a massive part of the Canes’ big win Tuesday 
night.  

“He was awesome again,” Jarvis said. “It was great to see 
that. He played incredible. He had a couple of awesome 
saves. He was a big reason for that first 10 minutes of the 
game.” 

Other thoughts 

 The Canes had a really complete performance 
Tuesday night, getting points from seven different 
guys as everyone was engaged. A big part of that 
was the production of the top line, as Andrei 

Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Jarvis combined for four 
points Tuesday after being held pointless in two 
games in Boston.  

 Jaccob Slavin is so good at hockey. He does 
everything right, and he really played his absolute 
top game Tuesday night. Rod Brind’Amour: “I just 
take that for granted now at this point. I shouldn’t, 
but I do.” 

 The Hurricanes have loved their 5-on-5 game all 
series, and they should. Tuesday the Hurricanes 
out-chanced the Bruins 30-21 and had a 2.73-2.14 
xG edge while at 5-on-5. If the Canes can stay out 
of the box, they’re going to win this series.  

 Now the challenge is doing it in Boston though, as 
the Canes looked a completely different team in 
games three and four on the road. So far this series 
the home team has absolutely dominated every 
game. But the Hurricanes are more than capable of 
bottling up this game five performance and taking it 
to the TD Garden.

 
 

Carolina Hurricanes at Boston Bruins: Game 6 Preview 

The Canes can win a series Thursday night in Boston. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Boston Bruins 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 1, Game 6 (Canes lead series 
3-2) 
Thursday, May 12, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 
TD Garden — Boston, MA 

Watch: TNT, Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Stanley Cup of Chowder 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 
Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

The Carolina Hurricanes can clinch a series Thursday night, 
as the Canes will hit the ice in Boston with a 3-2 series lead 
looking to put the Bruins away.  

So far it has been A Tale of Two Cities for the Canes and 
Bruins, as the home team has commanded all four games so 
far. In games one and two in Raleigh, the Canes were way 
too much for the Bruins to handle. In Boston for three and 
four, the script completely flipped as Carolina couldn’t stay 
out of the box and the Bruins won both games handily.  

Then Tuesday night in game five, back at home in PNC 
Arena, the Canes played maybe their best game of the 
series so far, winning 5-1 in a comprehensive beatdown of 
Boston.  

But now the Hurricanes will be looking to change the tide of 
the series and win a game on the road, hoping to avoid a 
game seven.  

There’s no reason to believe that Antti Raanta won’t start 
again in net for the Hurricanes, while it’s looking like Jeremy 
Swayman will be the man for the Bruins once again despite 
the loss in game five.  

In other personnel news for the Bruins, defenseman Hampus 
Lindholm is likely to return to the ice for game six after being 
sidelined since a big hit delivered by Andrei Svechnikov in 
game two.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Bruins 

Record 54-20-8 51-26-5 

Goals/Game 3.38 3.08 

Goals Against/Game 2.44 2.66 

Shots/Game 34.12 36.12 

Face Off Win % 53.9% 54.2% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.0% (13th) 21.2% (15th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.0% (1st) 81.3% (9th) 
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Category Hurricanes Bruins 

ES Corsi For % 43.86% 56.14% 

ES PDO 113.44 86.56 

PIM/Game 12:00 22:00 

Game Notes 

 Sebastian Aho recently passed both Rod 
Brind’Amour and Ron Francis for second place on 
the franchise’s playoff points leaderboard.  

 With a goal and two assists in game five to go along 
with three assists in game two, Tony DeAngelo is 
the first defenseman in franchise history to post two 

three-point games in the same playoff series. With 
eight points so far, DeAngelo is one point away 
from tying Jaccob Slavin’s franchise record for most 
points in a series by a D-man.  

 Seth Jarvis (3 G, 1 A) leads all NHL rookies this 
postseason in goals and points.  

 With 17 points from defensemen so far, Carolina 
trails only Colorado in blue-line production so far 
this postseason.  

 Sebastian Aho is already nearing every major 
Canes’ playoff record. He moved to second place in 
franchise playoff points. He’s two assists shy of Ron 
Francis’ franchise record, and he’s just two goals 
shy of moving into second place in franchise 
history. Aho is 24.

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261338037.html 

https://theathletic.com/3306640/2022/05/11/hurricanes-bruins-game-6/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/nsfw-hurricanes-staal-fast-niederreiter-make-up-one-of-nhls-top-lines/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/travel-day-updates-back-to-boston/c-333987574 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-game-six-at-boston/c-333994144 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/11/23066894/about-last-night-hurricanes-hockey 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/12/23068498/carolina-hurricanes-at-boston-bruins-game-6-preview 
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Quietly, Hurricanes goalie was the first star in Game 5. Can he do it 
again in Game 6? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 11, 2022 1:31 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour couldn’t have scripted it 
much better. 

The Hurricanes beat the Boston Bruins 5-1 at PNC Arena in Game 5 of 
their first-round playoff series. The Canes scored the first goal Tuesday, 
never trailed, looked to be the quicker, hungrier team and skated off after 
their third Storm Surge celebration — Vincent Trocheck jumping into the 
arms of Jaccob Slavin on the way off — with a 3-2 lead in the series. 

Much of the postgame talk centered on rookie Seth Jarvis and his seat-
of-the-pants goal, the way Tony DeAngelo kept his cool, the Canes 
scoring on the power play, the way the Jordan Staal line neutralized the 
Patrice Bergeron line, and the noise level of the overflow crowd. 

“It was electric,” said Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, whose only 
disappointment this night apparently was his tie choice — a patchwork 
paisley — that was not universally received by the team. 

And then there was Antti Raanta, who happened to be named the 
game’s first star. That also gave the Canes something good to talk about. 

“He was awesome, again,” Jarvis said. 

Had the Bruins’ Brad Marchand knocked in a quick backhander early in 
the game to tie the score, it might have been different. It might have been 
the lift the Bruins needed, something to quiet that crowd. 

But Raanta gloved the Marchand shot. He stopped everything until 
midway through the third period, when Bruins defenseman Connor 
Clifton skated in unchecked on the right wing to score. 

“He was really good,” DeAngelo said. “He made that save on Marchand 
in the first period. I thought that was a huge save for the momentum of 
the team. 

“Raants has been really good. Sharp, makes a lot of saves, not many 
rebounds at all. Huge for us.” 

Brind’Amour sure would like to script it that way. Goaltending has been 
an ongoing issue for the Canes since Frederik Andersen left the April 16 
game at Colorado with a lower-body injury. With their top goalie out and 
his return uncertain, the Canes recalled Pyotr Kochetkov from the 
Chicago Wolves of the AHL to be Raanta’s backup. 

Kochetkov was needed immediately when Raanta had to leave a regular-
season game against the New York Islanders. Then came the playoffs, 
and after winning Game 1 with 35 saves in his first career playoff start, 
Raanta had his Game 2 run-in with Boston’s David Pastrnak. 

Suddenly, Raanta was out. It was Kochetkov’s net and again in Game 3, 
the first in Boston and a first playoff start for the rookie from Russia. It 
also was the Bruins’ first win in the series. 

Raanta was back for Game 4 and the loser in a penalty-filled game. But 
he now has the chance to go back to TD Garden, play well, atone for that 
defeat and get the Hurricanes on to the next round. 

“The first period there was a couple of rebounds and I think as the game 
went on it started to get better controlling (rebounds). But the whole team 
played great in front of me and they made my job a little easier.” 

Staal’s line did. Boston coach Bruce Cassidy put the so-called 
“Perfection Line” back together, Pastrnak rejoining Bergeron and 
Marchand in the two games at TD Garden, and it combined for 10 points 
Sunday in the 5-1 Boston win. 

The Bergeron line had 14 shots Tuesday and produced its share of 
scoring chances, but was held without a point. Cassidy replaced 
Pastrnak with Jake DeBrusk in the third. 

“Obviously ‘Jordo’s’ line has been really good,” Raanta said. “The whole 
year they’ve been playing together. Usually when they’re on the ice the 
puck is in the other end, and they are really good at coming back on 
defense and you don’t see any odd-man rushes when they’re on the ice. 

“Obviously it’s big when you can put them against those, but still it’s the 
playoffs. Everybody has to take that one step and play whoever comes 
against you.” 

That includes the goalie, who came up big Tuesday, and wants to do it 
again. 
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‘Loudest house in the NHL’ does its part to help Hurricanes batter Bruins 
in Game 5 

 

BY JONAS POPE IV 

UPDATED MAY 11, 2022 3:44 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

Five minutes before the puck dropped, Carolina Hurricanes fans on the 
concourse at PNC Arena were picking up the pace. 

Game 5 of the first round of the team’s Stanley Cup playoff series against 
the Boston Bruins was about to start, and the building was buzzing. 

Hundreds of people decked out in Hurricanes’ gear waited in lines to get 
food or a cold beverage, but there was a sense of urgency: Carolina was 
hitting the ice soon, and the fans wanted to be in their seats to do their 
part. 
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PNC Arena has been dubbed the ‘loudest house in the NHL,’ and the 
fans take their roles very seriously. The 19,000 or so Caniacs don’t touch 
the ice, but they contribute to making life miserable for opposing teams. 

“The guys on the ice can’t hear you,” Carolina Hurricanes fan Elias 
Ballew said Tuesday night. “But collectively, we’re all one voice 
screaming for the one purpose, and that’s to win.” 

After Tuesday night’s 5-1, Game 5 win over the Bruins, the Canes are 3-
0 at home this postseason. The Hurricanes have won 32 games at PNC 
this year, and now have a 3-2 series lead over Boston. 

A lot of credit goes to the ‘Caniacs.’ 

“This place was electric,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
win. “I know every fan base, the coaches and players, are going to say 
that, but when we score a goal, I get excited. I wish I was playing. 
Because you can’t beat that feeling. You pump one in and the crowd 
goes crazy like that, it’s very special.” 

THE BUILD UP 

The noise was building with each passing moment, like a wave in the 
ocean, gaining strength and momentum as it inches closer to the shore. 

Two minutes before puck drop, Stormy, the Hurricanes’ mascot, hit the 
ice. More fans were in their seats. The Carolina Hurricanes pregame 
hype video started at exactly 6:58 p.m., and the decibel reading in the 
building reached 95.5 — about the same as a subway train at 200 feet, a 
jackhammer at 50 feet, or a hand drill. 

The first time public address announcer Wade Minter mentioned the 
Hurricanes, the decibel reading jumped to 101.1 — about the same as a 
motorcycle. Then, a lull — a series recap video calms the crowd, if only 
briefly. The calm before the storm. 

A video on the arena’s big screen shows a camera panning the hallway 
near the locker room, and the words “They can hear you” flashed on the 
screen. 

The crowd lost it. The new decibel reading? 105.1 — a shade above a 
chainsaw, and a shade below a rock concert. Garner native and country 
music recording artist Scotty McCreery, winner of American Idol’s tenth 
season, sounded a crank siren, and the roof felt like it was going to blow 
off the 23-year-old building. 

By the time the starters were announced, everyone was standing. The 
sound level hit 108 decibels — there’s that rock concert level again — 
after the national anthem. 

‘LIKE NOTHING ELSE I’VE EVER HEARD’ 

Minter now calls the game from press row, located on the fifth floor at 
PNC Arena, wedged between the top row of seats and the coaching and 
broadcast boxes adjacent to the rafters. Prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic, he was at ice level. 

“It’s like nothing else I’ve ever heard,” Minter said. “When I was down in 
the box during those playoff runs, you could feel the glass just vibrating 
from the sound. You can feel just the air and the sound moving around 
your face and it is just the loudest thing I think I’ve ever heard.” 

Years ago, when the Hurricanes first dubbed PNC the loudest building in 
professional hockey, the decibel reading on the ice was near 130 — 
equivalent to a jet taking off from an aircraft carrier. 

Through the years, Minter has noticed how difficult that makes it for 
opposing teams. 

“You see it all the time, guys trying to talk to each other about where 
they’re going to position themselves on a face off,” Minter said. “And you 
can see them getting frustrated because they can’t communicate with 
their teammates about what they want to do. They have to kind of resort 
to just pointing and hoping that their teammates figure out what they 
need out of them.” 

Sometimes, Minter said, coaches call timeouts, and it’s pointless. Players 
can’t hear a coach standing inches away from them and have a “blank 
face” because they can’t hear a thing. 

“It’s very loud in here,” Bruins forward Taylor Hall said earlier this week. 
“The acoustics, I think, they pronounce that even more.” 

Chris Greenley, senior director of in-game marketing for the Canes, 
pointed out that the lower bowl at PNC Arena holds more fans than most 
hockey arenas. 

“The percentage of fans down in that space,” Greenley said, “I think it 
really makes an impact on how loud it can get.” 

SCORING ADDS EVEN MORE NOISE 

On the first goal of the game Tuesday night, a point shot from Jaccob 
Slavin, the decibel meter jumped to 108. It bounced between 107-108 on 
the second goal, this one from Tony DeAngelo. On the third goal, 
credited to Seth Jarvis, the building was bouncing as the meter hit 111.1 
— an auto horn at 3 feet. 

“The first goal of the game, in front of the home crowd, it started roaring,” 
DeAngelo said after the game. “Then you get a power play and now it’s 
(2-0) and momentum plays on your side.” 

During the first-round series with the Bruins, Carolina dropped two 
games on the road in Boston after taking the first two at home, evening 
the series at 2-2. 

DeAngelo appreciated the assist. 

“You’ve got to remember, Game 1 was my first playoff game with fans,” 
DeAngelo said. “When I’ve been to playoff games as a kid, I grew up 
going to Philly games and stuff, which is a crazy crowd. Our crowd is the 
loudest that I’ve played in front of, been in front of, and it can make a big 
difference for us.” 

‘YOU CAN FEEL IT IN YOUR CHEST’ 

Ballew was asked if he could properly quantify what it feels like when 
PNC gets rocking. 

The N.C. State graduate has attended packed basketball games at PNC, 
and playoff hockey. There’s no comparison between the two. 

“Nothing compares to playoff hockey,” Ballew said. “When you scream 
and stand up, you can feel it in your chest. If you stand up too quickly 
you’ll pass out.” 

Some fans do prepare themselves, either with over-the-ear headphones 
or earplugs. Most, though, soak it all in for all three periods. Greenley 
said some of that starts even hours before the puck drops, that “southern 
tailgate culture,” he joked. 

“People are ready to go for our games,” Greenley said. “And it’s 
noticeable around the league that it’s very loud. The team feeds off that 
energy.” 

And they’ll do that at least one more time this season — either in Game 7 
of this first-round series against Boston on Saturday night, or, they hope, 
in Game 1 of the second round sometime early next week. 

Minter said he’s visited nine or 10 arenas across the NHL, and nothing 
compares to PNC. 

“There’s something about PNC Arena,” Minter said. “There’s something 
specifically about PNC Arena during the playoffs where people push it up 
that extra notch, and it’s a sight to experience.” 
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For different reasons, DeAngelo, Jarvis answer call in complete Canes 
win over Bruins 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED MAY 11, 2022 1:46 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

Everyone had to answer for something after what happened in Boston. 
No one more than Tony DeAngelo. No one less than Seth Jarvis. 

And as the Carolina Hurricanes rebounded from their two-game Hub 
horror show, redemption secured and a chance to advance at hand, 
those two were out ahead of everyone else. 

DeAngelo ran the play instead of his mouth. Jarvis, who had every 
excuse to protect himself, sacrificed his body instead. They were far from 
alone as the Hurricanes played their most complete game of the series in 
a 5-1 win over the Boston Bruins, but those most felt the glare of the 
spotlight, and earned the most acclaim, for drastically different reasons. 

There were surely others, from Antti Raanta’s flurry of first-period saves 
that staved off early catastrophe to yet another defensive master class 
from Jaccob Slavin to contributions, without scoring, from players as 
varied as Andrei Svechnikov and Max Domi. The Hurricanes won the 
matchups they had to win, starting with Jordan Staal against Patrice 
Bergeron, and on down the list. 

But DeAngelo and Jarvis were different, and very much at the opposite 
ends of the spectrum. DeAngelo lost his cool at the end of Game 4, the 
personal representation of a team that lost its way, but he couldn’t have 
been cooler Tuesday, flipping the puck against the grain to Slavin for the 
Hurricanes’ opener, firing a power-play blast in the top corner of the net 
for their second. 

He didn’t need to say a word to Brad Marchand or any of the other Bruins 
this time. Three points said it all. 

“You guys are trying to stir it up more than me,” DeAngelo said. “I’m not 
really worried about it.” 

Said Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour: “We have lots of 
conversations.” 

And Jarvis admitted he was still ailing Tuesday morning after taking a 
Brendan Smith shot in the spot where he’d probably least enjoy it, but 
that didn’t stop him from spending as much time getting knocked down 
around the net as any of his teammates, even scoring while prone, 
swiping at a loose puck after getting tackled that bounced off a Boston 
skate and fluttered over Jeremy Swayman like pollen wafting in the 
breeze. 

“A lot of things had to go perfect for that to even happen,” Jarvis said. 

But he was right at the net again for his second goal, ushering a shot that 
got through Swayman over the line. There’s a fearlessness to his game 
that belies his 20 years, and it’s the kind of thing that, to say the least, 
earns the respect of one’s teammates. Especially goalies who are used 
to taking pucks in unprotected areas. 

“That’s why he scored those goals, going to the net and getting to those 
dirty areas, and you know, sometimes you might get hit with the puck,” 
Raanta said. “It’s nice that players know how it feels to get hit with shots 
not in the perfect spot. That’s what it takes sometimes. You might get hit 
with the puck in an area you really don’t want to. It’s been amazing to 
watch this season. He’s growing pretty much every day.” 

Not even the miraculous exit of Boston defenseman Charlie McAvoy from 
COVID-19 protocol — praise be, some beatified bishop is now one step 
closer to canonization — could help Boston keep up. The Bruins’ doctors 
may be in line for a Nobel Prize after figuring out how to instantly 

neutralize the coronavirus, but the Hurricanes have figured out how to 
neutralize the Bruins. In Raleigh, at least — and in a series where 
matchups have been the ultimate wild card, they’ve got to figure out how 
to do it on the road. 

But they have the Bruins on the ropes now, and while the Hurricanes 
continue to dominate play five-on-five, all the other elements of their 
game were in place Tuesday. After saying they needed to stay out of the 
penalty box in Game 4, they actually did in Game 5. The Hurricanes just 
need to make a copy of this one and use it again. 

DeAngelo spoke loudly but said nothing. Jarvis played through the pain, 
fearlessly, and asked for more. This hasn’t been an easy series for the 
Hurricanes, for the two of them least of all, but the conclusion lies within 
reach, if the Hurricanes can take this particular show on the road. 
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Seven things the Hurricanes can do to finish this series in Boston 

 

Sara Civian 

5-7 minutes 12/05/2022 

 

It feels like an article titled “seven things the Canes can do to finish this 
series in Boston” is a meeting that could have been an email. 

Stay out of the box. That’s been the simple answer for victory in this 
series. But for the away team du jour it hasn’t been easy, and there’s 
only so much control one has over penalty calls. The Canes are on the 
road as they look to turn a 3-2 series lead into a Round 1 win over 
Boston, and they need some options if No. 1 doesn’t pan out. 

1. Stay out of the box. Let’s get it out of the way: The Canes allowed one 
short-handed goal (the Bruins scored on their own power play) in Game 
2 and still won, but they lost both games in which the Bruins scored two 
power-play goals. According to Natural Stat Trick, the Canes allowed 13 
shots (and two goals) on nine penalty kills during Game 4. That’s, like, 
two full periods worth of shots allowed if the Canes are having a good 
day. The easiest way to prevent that is to stay out of the box. The next 
easiest is to have a really good penalty kill, which the Canes do. You’ve 
seen it shine multiple times throughout the series, but it hasn’t been 
enough when they’re amassing too many penalties. I don’t care who 
you’re putting out there or what you’re doing, give Brad Marchand, 
Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak enough opportunities on the man 
advantage and they will eventually make it count. 

The problem with the “stay out of the box” philosophy is you think too 
much about sticking to the rules and you lose an edge that could help 
you win. We saw aggressive play pay off in Game 5. 

So if you can’t beat ’em on special teams, join ’em. 

2. Score on the power play. The Canes have won every game they’ve 
scored a power-play goal in, even when they’ve allowed a Bruins power-
play goal. This is a reflection of how even the five-on-five game has 
been; the team who wins the special teams matchup has prevailed. 

“Special teams are huge,” Tony DeAngelo said after scoring a power-
play goal in the Game 5 win. “You’ve got to just keep it going. One game 
is not enough. We’ve got to have this power play consistent. Every time 
we go out there it’s got to be a threat. Boston is a threat every time they 
go out there. We know that. We’ve got to be a threat every time.” 

It’s easier said than done, but Carolina has done much better on the 
power play when the personnel don’t give the Bruins a chance to think. 
DeAngelo’s laser at the point Tuesday broke through a 10-attempt 
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drought for a reason: He wasn’t looking for someone with a better shot, 
he went directly to the net and figured someone could find the rebound if 
it didn’t work out. The Canes have also had a few great plays emerging 
from behind the net, which again, forces the Bruins to think fast if they 
can lure them to the puck. 

3. Don’t let the special teams battle deflate you. So you allowed a goal 
short-handed and you didn’t score on the power play. At the end of the 
day it’s just one goal, and life will go on if you let it. There have been zero 
shutouts throughout this series and the Canes won Game 2 5-2 despite 
allowing a goal on the penalty kill. The most crushing part of the Canes’ 
losses has been how deflating special teams woes have been. You 
almost knew it was over after that Charlie Coyle short-handed goal, 
right? We always talk about flushing games after a loss, but how about 
flushing goals against and moving on quickly? 

4. Raanta’s trademark performance. I’m not a rocket scientist, but I 
imagine if Raanta got his first career playoff shutout, the Canes would 
win. Now that I say that, Raanta will get a shutout and the Bruins will 
score on the empty net — stranger things have happened. In all 
seriousness, I’ve been impressed with Raanta throughout this series — 
perhaps more impressed than anticipated. He’s had 70 saves on 74 
shots at even strength, and I’m not about to blame him for any of the 
special teams shenanigans. He’s earned a .946 save percentage and 
1.77 GAA throughout this series, and I personally think Game 5 was his 
strongest outing. 

Why not mess around and have your biggest game when the team needs 
it the most? 

5. Best players shift into gear. It’s been great to see Andrei Svechnikov 
use his size and strength throughout this series, but his team is going to 
need all that and a goal to win in Boston. He and Sebastian Aho were 
both held completely off the scoresheet in Games 3 and 4. Not only does 
it matter for them to break through to win the game in front of them, but 
I’m sure going into a potential Round 2 knowing they didn’t score on the 
road would be less than ideal on the confidence front. 

6. Pretend you’re at PNC Arena. Really get into the zone here, if you can. 
Set up a million traffic cones throughout the streets of Boston. Pack 
coolers of Cheerwine and Storm Brew. Send some fans to tailgate. Call 
up PA announcer Wade Minter and have him do some pregame goal 
calls. 

7. Score second? I don’t know, folks, the Canes have scored first every 
game this series and they have a 3-2 lead, but they’ve also scored first in 
both losses. I’m running out of ideas that make sense when home ice 
advantage has been so strong in this series, so maybe we can put 
together some of our stupidest ideas possible in the comments and 
stumble on gold. 
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The Hurricanes celebrated with ‘Sweet Caroline,’ and now can eliminate 
the Bruins on Thursday 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff 

Updated May 11, 2022, 12:01 a.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — There was still 1:34 to drain from the clock in a game 
that turned lopsided on the Bruins in the third period but was probably 
over in the first. 

When the puck went into the bench and stopped play, it gave the PNC 
Arena DJ a chance to have some fun. 

The Carolina Hurricanes had a 5-1 win in the bag, and DJ Mista Illz 
decided the most fitting sounds for a late-game celebration was a Boston 
favorite: “Sweet Caroline.” The 19,163 fans on hand belted out the “Ohs” 
as if they were at Fenway Park. 

Whether it was coincidental or it was a twist of the dagger the Hurricanes 
had already driven into the Bruins, it served its purpose. 

The Bruins, facing elimination in their first-round series, had to grin, bear 
it, and hope they got a chance to hear the tune when they return to TD 
Garden on Thursday for Game 6. 

Even with Charlie McAvoy arriving at the last minute after being cleared 
from NHL COVID protocols, the Bruins were overwhelmed. The 
Hurricanes are a different monster at home and a different monster with 
a lead and they pushed the Bruins, who had just climbed out of a 2-0 
hole to even the series. 

“Obviously, do-or-die situation is not the one we want to be in,” said the 
Bruins’ Brad Marchand. “But all that matters is that we regroup and get 
prepared for the next one. 

“We know they’re going to push. They’re a good team. You can see 
they’re very hungry right now. But we just have to give it everything we 
have the next one and hope there’s a tomorrow.” 

Seth Jarvis scored two goals, Tony DeAngelo had a goal and two 
assists, and Teuvo Teravainen had three assists for the Hurricanes. Antti 
Raanta made 34 saves and was but a late Connor Clifton goal from 
earning the first postseason shutout of his career. 

Despite long odds after falling behind in the series, the Bruins believed 
they regained some control by protecting home ice. But as the series 
swung back to Raleigh, instead they paid for the same mistakes that lost 
them the first two games. 

“Most teams feed off their home crowd, especially playoff time,” said 
Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy. “They’re still a younger group, so that 
affects you even more. I think they’re good no matter where they play, to 
be honest with you. They came into our building earlier this year and 
showed us that.” 

The Hurricanes dominated from the start. Here in the second period, 
Curtis Lazar slides across his bench after a check from Carolina's Jaccob 
Slavin. 

The Hurricanes have scored first in all five games (and eight straight 
going back to the three regular-season meetings). Jaccob Slavin 
provided the first strike. He had Andrei Svechnikov screening Jeremy 
Swayman in front and his wrist shot slipped through at 6:11. 

The Bruins fell behind 2-0 after DeAngelo converted on the power play. 

The Hurricanes have been able to count on first-period power plays like 
clockwork. Six of their 22 power-play opportunities over the first four 
games came in the first period. A roughing penalty on Derek Forbort 
gave them their second man-advantage of the period at 11:21. 

DeAngelo one-timed a slap shot off a pass from Teravainen that whistled 
by Swayman (33 saves). The score was just Carolina’s third in 24 power-
play opportunities this series 

Carolina's Tony DeAngelo celebrates his first-period goal Tuesday night 
against the Bruins. 

A two-goal deficit has been essentially insurmountable in these playoffs. 
Going back to the regular season, the Bruins had lost 14 straight after 
falling behind by two goals. Two of those losses came at the hands of the 
Hurricanes. 

With the lead, the Hurricanes could get comfortable. They stayed out of 
the penalty box until 7:57 in the second, they won faceoffs, they blocked 
shots, and they kept the Bruins’ quiet. 
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The Bruins got their first power play at 7:57 in the second. David 
Pastrnak got the looked he wanted — a one-time slap shot from the left 
circle — but Raanta slid right to make the save. 

The advantage was cut short with 14 seconds left when McAvoy was 
called for interference. The Bruins took just two shots on the power play. 

The Hurricanes had the advantage once Jesperi Kotkaniemi got out of 
the box. The Bruins killed the penalty but gave up a goal just as the 
power-play expired. The Bruins couldn’t clear the puck after Swayman 
stopped Sebastian Aho’s shot from the slot. Jarvis was in front of the net 
to swipe at the rebound, but he was wiped out by Brandon Carlo, who 
tried to slap the puck out of danger, but instead, the puck ricocheted off 
the skate of Jake DeBrusk. As the puck sailed his way, Swayman flailed 
desperately to stop it, but couldn’t. 

The goal was credited to Jarvis, who sprung up from the ice to celebrate 
a stroke of puck luck more than anything else. 

The bad bounce made an uphill battle that much steeper for the Bruins. 

Carolina's Seth Jarvis, far right, celebrates his goal with teammates 
during the third period of Tuesday's Game 5. 

Jarvis didn’t need any luck on his unassisted power-play goal at 3:31 in 
the third. The score piled on to what was already a foregone conclusion. 

The Bruins will head back to Boston clinging to the fact that neither team 
has won a road game yet. 

“So far, it’s been a homer series,” Cassidy said. “So we’d like to continue 
that for now. The Garden has been good to us in this series, so I think 
our guys will be obviously motivated.” 

But the harsh reality is that even if they force a Game 7, they’ll have to 
return to a building where they haven’t won since 2020. All-time, the 
Bruins are 2-8 when they fall behind 3-2 in a best-of-seven series. 

“They need to be motivated to play,” Cassidy said. “Because, if we don’t 
play well, that’s it. It’s over.” 
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Bruins expect defenseman Hampus Lindholm to return for Game 6 
against Hurricanes 

 

By Mike Puzzanghera Globe Correspondent 

Updated May 11, 2022, 2:11 p.m. 

 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy anticipates getting Hampus Lindholm back 
in the lineup Thursday night for Game 6 against the Hurricanes after the 
big defenseman missed the last three games. 

Lindholm was hit hard by Carolina’s Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2, 
exiting in the second period. Lindholm skated at Warrior Ice Arena 
Wednesday morning and Cassidy appeared optimistic about Lindholm’s 
return with the Bruins facing elimination, but he noted the team will make 
the final call on Thursday morning. 

“He should be good to go,” Cassidy said. “We’ll have a decision to make 
at the back, and all of those we’ll make [Thursday]. We’ll start with 
Lindholm, and that has a domino effect on the other ones.” 

If Lindholm reenters the fray, someone must be dropped from the 
defense corps. With the way Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton have 
played, Cassidy said he’d be keeping them in. So, the decision would 
come down to Matt Grzelcyk or Mike Reilly. 

“I think they’ve been really good in this series for the most part as a pair 
that play their 15-16 minutes,” Cassidy said of Forbort and Clifton. “I 
thought they did a really good job in Game 4 with a little bit extra on their 
plate … For what they’ve been asked to do, they’ve delivered.” 

Reilly slotted into the lineup after Lindholm went down, playing Games 3, 
4, and 5. In Game 5, Reilly played 17 minutes with four shots on goal and 
four blocked shots. Grzelcyk was not at his best Tuesday night, taking 
two penalties (hooking, high-sticking) and ending the night with two more 
penalties than shots on goal. 

“Gryz just has to find his legs and find a little bit of his dynamic part of his 
game,” Cassidy said. “Defensively, he got himself in the box. That’s 
typically not Gryz, he’s not a guy that’s in there much.” 

Swayman to start 

Jeremy Swayman will be back in net for Game 6 at TD Garden, Cassidy 
said. The rookie stepped up with two strong performances in Boston in 
Games 3 and 4 but struggled early Tuesday night, particularly on 
Carolina’s first goal. But Cassidy felt he improved as the game went on, 
and he’ll put Swayman back in the crease Thursday night. 

Jeremy Swayman will get the call between the pipes for Game 6. 

It’s hard to picture a scenario where, if Swayman wins Game 6, Cassidy 
opts to go back to Linus Ullmark for Game 7. The Bruins are taking 
things one game at a time, but Swayman appears to be the goalie for the 
remainder of this series, be that for two games or just one. 

Score-first mentality 

The Hurricanes have scored first every time they’ve faced the Bruins this 
season, including all five games in this series. Despite that, the Bruins 
won Games 3 and 4 at home, in part because they were able to halt 
Carolina’s early momentum. 

In Game 3, Charlie Coyle’s shorthanded tally late in the first period 
ignited the TD Garden crowd after Vincent Trocheck had put the 
Hurricanes ahead midway through the frame. Patrice Bergeron stalled 
Carolina’s momentum in Game 4, tying it just two minutes after Brett 
Pesce had put the Hurricanes ahead. 

The Bruins had the chance to do the same in Game 5. Just a minute 
after Jaccob Slavin scored for Carolina, Brad Marchand found himself 
with the puck all alone in front of Antti Raanta. But Raanta got his glove 
arm up and robbed Marchand. 

“If he scores there, it’s a 1-1 game and we take a little bit of energy out of 
their building. Great save,” Cassidy said. “It’s a good move by March, it 
really is. It’s a good save. That’s our leading scorer against their guy right 
there. It could tilt the game a little bit back toward us and we settle down 
and play, but they get a lot of energy from timely saves.” 

Five minutes later, Tony DeAngelo scored to make it 2-0. 

Impressive rookie 

Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis imposed himself Tuesday night with two 
goals, eight shots on goal, four hits, and a one-timer that rang the pipe 
moments before DeAngelo’s goal. 

Sure, Jarvis’s goal in the second period was fluky, bouncing off Jake 
DeBrusk’s skate and popping over Swayman’s shoulder. But Jarvis got to 
the dirty areas, and his performance drew compliments from Cassidy. 

Carolina youngster Seth Jarvis has had a sizable impact on this playoff 
series. 

“I give him credit for being around the front of the net,” Cassidy said. 
“He’s not a big guy, Jarvis, but he found a way to get to the net-front, and 
that’s effective playoff hockey.” 

After scoring 40 points in the regular season, Jarvis has four (three goals, 
one assist) in his first five playoff games. 
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It’s obvious Bruins need to get back home. But then what? 

 

By Tara Sullivan Globe Staff 

Updated May 11, 2022, 9:17 a.m. 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — From the white K95 facemask still covering the face of 
an exhausted Charlie McAvoy to the reserved, respectful words coming 
from the mouth of a usually animated Brad Marchand, one thing was very 
obvious in the aftermath of the Bruins’ 5-1 blowout at the hands of the 
Hurricanes Tuesday. 

They can’t wait to get home, away from their hockey house of horrors 
otherwise known as PNC Arena. 

One thing less obvious? How McAvoy managed to make it back on the 
ice a mere two days after being placed in COVID-19 protocol, a return 
that seemed to skirt the NHL’s policy of a five-day quarantine from the 
first day of showing symptoms. Logical questions around McAvoy’s 
timeline stemmed from the fact he played last Friday’s Game 3 at TD 
Garden and practiced with the team Saturday, and then was ruled out of 
Sunday’s Game 4, also at home. That would make it appear his 
symptoms began Sunday, which seemed to leave his earliest return 
possible by Thursday. 

Get Sports Headlines 

But there the defenseman was Tuesday night, having joined the team via 
private jet earlier in the day, logging his customary team-high minutes 
(25:14) despite admitting he’d been down with symptoms and definitely 
felt tired. Those admissions left more answers than questions, however, 
considering McAvoy declined to say anything specific about when he first 
felt ill, having opened his short postgame interview session with a 
request to “leave it in the past” and “just talk about the game.” 

Charlie McAvoy and the Bruins were all too happy to get out of Carolina. 

Talk of the game was a subject that didn’t bring much joy either, nor 
much clarity. What it does leave is a team facing elimination and banking 
on the hope that TD Garden ice awaits them like a welcoming hug, 
offering hope and respite from the Carolina black hole that somehow 
turns the hard-skating, aggressive team we watched win Games 3 and 4 
at home into a mistake-prone, tentative road team that can’t seem to get 
out of its own way. 

Which is why it’s impossible not to think of the bigger question: Even if 
the Bruins morph back into home warriors, what then? 

“It seems like they’ve got our number here,” McAvoy said, “but we’re able 
to go home now. And we’ve got to take care of Game 6 before we can 
even look towards coming back here.” 

History tells us Game 5 is the truest indicator of who is going to win a 
series, and the Bruins’ no-show just makes it feel inevitable the 
Hurricanes will get the last laugh, if only because they get to have it at 
home. Not that the Bruins wouldn’t gladly take one more trip into their 
personal torture chamber, with the full understanding that’s the only 
alternative to an early offseason. But they also know what awaits them. 
Winning this series was always going to require a road win, but this road 
team has gotten worse over the course of the series, not better, and 
that’s never good for a team’s confidence. 

“It’s a tough building to play in,” Marchand conceded. “They feed off a lot 
of the emotion they get from the crowd. They enjoy playing here. You can 
see it in their game, the way they are with the fans and everything, you 
can see that they enjoy playing in this building. They feed off that energy. 

“They get pretty good matchups at home so that all plays a part. But 
they’re just a good team. You can’t discredit them. They play extremely 
hard, they play fast. We knew it was going to be a tough series. They’re a 
great team and they’re competing hard out there. Give them some 
credit.” 

Carolina's Tony DeAngelo did plenty of damage in Game 5. 

Series villain Tony DeAngelo had a goal and two assists, and a 
reenergized Antti Raanta stopped 33 of 34 shots to turn this one into a 
laugher. Raanta’s best and most important work came early in the game, 
when he made it clear that even an early aggressive start by the Bruins 
would go for naught. With nervy stops on point-blank chances by 
Marchand and Patrice Bergeron, Raanta set the stage for the early 
breaks to go Carolina’s way. 

Like taking advantage of Jeremy Swayman’s clumsy first-period save 
attempt that allowed Jaccob Slavin’s shot to dribble over the line, giving 
Carolina the lead for the fifth time in five games this series. Like leaving 
DeAngelo alone up top on a power play later in the period, letting him set 
up for a long, hard shot that would weave its way through three Bruins 
defenders, a 2-0 lead that might as well have been 20-0. 

As DeAngelo pumped his fist in celebration and a sea of red-clad fans 
waved their giveaway white towels, it was the building itself that 
thrummed as if alive, pouring its sound down onto the ice, loud enough to 
swallow the blaring horn signifying the goal, long enough to remind the 
Bruins just how much they don’t like playing here. 

“So far it’s been a homer series, and we’d like to continue that for now,” 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. “The Garden’s been good to us this series. 
The guys need to be motivated to play. If we don’t play well it’s over. 
That’s it. That’s all.” 

If they do play well it’s not over. It’s Game 7 time. But that means going 
back to Carolina, to the loud and raucous arena that added insult to insult 
by piping “Sweet Caroline” through the rafters as the final minutes ticked 
down. 

Sure, the Bruins will take it. But is there any chance they can win it? 
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Bruins notebook: Jeremy Swayman gets nod for Game 6 

 

Steve Conroy 

6-8 minutes 5/11/2022 

 

Jeremy Swayman was not great in the Bruins’ 5-1 loss in Game 5 at 
Carolina on Tuesday. But with the Bruins’ backs straight up against the 
wall, that fact did little to shake the faith that coach Bruce Cassidy has in 
the rookie netminder. 

Cassidy did not hesitate when asked on Wednesday for his starting 
goaltender for Thursday’s must-win Game 6 at the Garden. He’s going 
back with Swayman. 

This will be the first time Swayman will have started four consecutive 
games this year. In fact, his start in Game 5 was only the second time 
that he had started three straight games. But Cassidy and his staff have 
not sensed any fatigue in the 23-year-old Swayman. 

But he’ll need to be better than he was on Tuesday, and the coach 
acknowledged that. And in the games in Boston, Swayman has been 
better. 
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“I don’t think he looked his best (Tuesday),” said Cassidy. “What’s 
happened, and I’ll go to Game 3. Big, big saves early on (Tony) 
DeAngelo and the breakaway to (Jordan) Martinook. It gives us a little bit 
of ‘Hey, let’s find our game, even though they scored first. Those are 
important, timely saves. (Tuesday) night we didn’t get it. (Before) the first 
goal, we’re on them, another good start and we need that save early. It’s 
one you need to keep you in it. It didn’t happen, it gives them a little bit of 
life in their building. They’ve lost two in a row. They get a lead…They got 
timely saves and we didn’t and then they got some life from there and I’m 
not going to put it on the goaltender. Those are the saves we got at home 
that we’re going to need to (Thursday).” 

While the first goal was a costly one, Cassidy saw improvement in his 
goalie as the game went along, saying the second goal – DeAngelo’s 
power-play slapper – was the result of a screen, as well as a simple 
sounding characteristic. And Cassidy used those goals against to 
challenge his own skaters. 

“Both goals hit the net,” said Cassidy “That is important. We’ve stressed 
that over and over. Get it on net, from your D-men, you never know. So 
give them credit. They hit the net on both shots. The first one (Jaccob 
Slavin’s goal) we need that save, the second one the puck has eyes and 
it’s got some velocity to it. And good for them. The third goal is just puck 
luck. Give (Seth) Jarvis a lot of credit. He’s hanging around the front of 
the net, so I’m not going to take anything away from him. But that’s a 
goal that goes in once a month….But I give him credit for being around 
the net and dirty areas. He’s a young kid that’s done a good job with that. 
We need a little more of that with our mentality with our guys who have 
been in the league. He’s not a big guy, Jarvis, but he found a way to get 
to the net front and that’s effective playoffs hockey.” 

Lindholm probable 

Cassidy expects Hampus Lindholm, out 

since Game 2 after absorbing a huge hit from Andrei Svechnikov, to play 
in Game 6. The big defenseman skated with the extra players at Warrior 
Ice Arena on Wednesday. Cassidy said he’ll have a more definitive 
answer in the morning. 

If Lindholm is ready, Cassidy acknowledged that that would leave him 
with a decision between Matt Grzelcyk and Mike Reilly as the odd man 
out. While the third pairing of Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton may not 
have quite as good in Game 5 as it had been in the first four games, 
Cassidy said the duo has pretty much done its job,and then some. Also 
Lindholm, Reilly and Grzelcyk all bring certain puck-moving qualities 
while shot-eating Forbort brings a unique quality that he wouldn’t want to 
take out of the lineup. 

Reilly started the series in the press box but came in when Lindholm was 
injured. Grzelcyk, meanwhile, has had a rough series. He was minus-2 
with two penalties in Game 5 and is minus-6 in the series. 

“Griz needs to find his legs. He’s certainly played through an injury this 
year at times, but right now he’s not in this morning for treatment, so he 
just has to find his legs and find a little bit of his dynamic part of his 
games, quick plays through the neutral zone, finding little seams, being 
agile, all three zones,” said Cassidy. “He made a nice play to (Erik) Haula 
at the blue line. We just didn’t get the action at the net. It was a real good 
play in the second. A little more of those if you’re not going to be a 
shooter, then find those sticks. He’s a good transition player and that’s 
where we need him to spring some guys and make some plays to help 
generate some offense for us. Defensively, he got himself in the box 
(Tuesday) night. That’s typically not Griz. He isn’t in there much. That’s 
been a bit of Mike Reilly’s issue, but again, we hope the stick fouls get 
cleaned up.” 

B’s need more from Hall, Haula 

Cassidy gave David Pastrnak shifts with both Patrice Bergeron-Brad 
Marchand as well as the Taylor Hall-Haula line, but with the last change 
for Game 6 in Boston, it’s a good bet that Cassidy will lean heavily on the 
63-37-88 combination. The B’s need more out of Hall and Haula, whether 

it’s Jake DeBrusk or Craig Smith on the right side. Hall (a team worst 
minus-7) does not have a 5-on-5 goal since Game 1 and Haula (minus-5) 
has just two assists. 

How can they provide more? 

“Getting speed though the neutral zone and getting first touch on the 
forecheck when we don’t have an odd man rush, separating down low. I 
think that’s what the other group does well.. They’re strong on their feet 
and they separate down low,” said Cassidy. “That’s where Taylor and 
Erik have to be better against a good defenseman. You have to find a 
way to separate, hang on to the puck and separate down low and use 
that small amount of ice to get to the net. They both have good feet and 
they have good hockey sense. It becomes a little bit of the will now to do 
it. It might not work the first time or the second, but eventually you’ve got 
to break them down.” 
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Bruins reveal Game 6 goalie, give positive update on Lindholm's status 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

The Boston Bruins aren't making a change in net for their must-win 
Game 6 against the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night. 

Rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman will remain the starter, head coach 
Bruce Cassidy told reporters Wednesday. 

Swayman won Game 3 and Game 4 at TD Garden before giving up four 
goals in Boston's 5-1 loss to the Hurricanes in Game 5 at PNC Arena on 
Tuesday night. Swayman gives the Bruins a better chance to win that 
veteran Linus Ullmark, so it's not a surprise that the University of Maine 
product is getting the net with Boston facing elimination in Round 1. 

The Bruins' lineup in front of Swayman might look a bit different in Game 
6. 

Star defenseman Hampus Lindholm has missed the last three games 
with an upper body injury suffered in Game 2 as a result of a huge hit by 
Hurricanes forward Andrei Svechnikov.  

These Bruins players must step up or their season will end vs. 
Hurricanes 

It sounds like there's a pretty good chance Lindholm will return to action 
Thursday night. 

"I anticipate he'll play. I can probably give you a more definitive answer 
(Thursday morning)," Cassidy said. 

"He should be good to go, and Charlie (McAvoy), obviously, so I'll have a 
decision to make on the back end. All of those we'll make tomorrow. We'll 
start with Lindholm and how that domino affects everyone else." 

The decision on which defenseman to take out of the lineup if Lindholm 
returns probably comes down to Matt Grzelcyk and Mike Reilly. Grzelcyk 
had a rough Game 5 and took two penalties, while tallying zero points or 
shots on net. The Hurricanes have outscored the Bruins 6-2 during 
Grzelcyk's 5-on-5 ice time in the series. 
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Haggs: Boston Bruins Locked In A 'Homer' Playoff Series With Carolina 

 

Published 13 hours ago on May 11, 2022  

By Joe Haggerty 

6-7 minutes 5/11/2022 

 

RALEIGH, NC – Once again the Boston Bruins proved without a shadow 
of a doubt that they cannot solve the Carolina Hurricanes mystique at 
their home rink, PNC Arena. 

The Bruins were never really in Tuesday night’s Game 5 loss where 
Carolina clearly brought their “A” game and the B’s once again had zero 
answers for the raucous Raleigh home barn of the Hurricanes. Certainly, 
plenty is made of the frenzied, loud, tailgating crowd in Carolina that’s 
been able to get on top of the Black and Gold as the Hurricanes have 
scored first in each and every game during the playoff series. 

“It’s a tough building to play in,” admitted Boston Bruins winger Brad 
Marchand. “They feed a lot on the emotion that they get from the crowd. 
They enjoy playing here, you can see it the way they are with the fans 
and everything. You can see that they enjoy playing in this building, they 
feed off of that energy and they have pretty good matchups at home. 
That all plays a part. 

“They’re a good team. You can’t discredit them. They play extremely 
hard, they play fast. We knew it was gonna be a tough series. They’re a 
great team. They’re competing hard out there, got to give them some 
credit.” 

Bruce Cassidy even called it a “homer” playoff series because there’s 
been such a wide disparity with the way the two hockey clubs have 
played on their home ice. It had some even getting 2011 Stanley Cup 
Final vibes, though this humble hockey writer isn’t sure he’s ready to 
quite go there yet. 

“So far it’s been a homer series, so we’d like to continue that for now,” 
said Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “The Garden has been 
good to us in this series, so I think our guys will be obviously motivated. 
They need to be motivated to play because if we don’t play well, it’s over. 
So, there’s that, first of all. Second of all, like I said, we played very well 
there in Games 3 and 4, so that’ll be good for us, just like it was good to 
them.” 

But it’s obviously much more to it than that when it comes to the X’s and 
O’s. 

The Perfection Line reformed at the end of Game 2, and then went off 
offensively in the two home games at TD Garden when they were able to 
get away from the Jordan Staal line. But the Staal line was once again 
locked up with Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak in 
Game 5 and Staal, Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter kept them off the 
score sheet despite some excellent Grade-A chances in an opening 
period where Boston once again did everything except light the lamp. 

“Well, we’re facing elimination,” said Boston Bruins head coach Bruce 
Cassidy. “That’s what makes me the most concerned. [Patrice] 
Bergeron’s line had a number of good chances [early on]. Again, three 
times in this building and we were the better team over the first six, 
seven, whatever it was minutes and then they had one chance and it 
found its way in and that sort of gives them a lot of juice. So that part was 
good, but not enough. 

“I don’t know if up and down the lineup…we’re going to need a little bit 
more, whether it’s working hard to keep the puck out of the net, which we 
did up in Boston, a lot better blocking shots, finishing checks so guys 
can’t join the rush, sorting out coverages quick. The first goal shouldn’t 
happen if we’re on our toes defensively too. So that concerns me. We 
need to get some guys going…but it’s also the time of the year where 

they [have to have] that inner drive come through and that’s what we’re 
looking at.” 

Then there’s the penalty calls. 

The Hurricanes had nine power plays in their Game 2 win and went 2-for-
5 on the power play in the 5-1 win over the Black and Gold on Tuesday 
night. The Bruins, on the other hand, had nine power plays in Game 4 
and powered up for a pair of power play goals in the sloppiest game that 
Carolina has played during the entire playoff series. 

The one real interesting development within those calls, however, has 
been a pattern where the Boston Bruins are getting punched and 
manhandled in scrums before somehow being the only team escorted to 
the penalty box. It happened again on Tuesday night when Max Domi 
threw several gloved punches at Derek Forbort during a scrum that 
ended with Forbort going to the penalty box for a roughing call midway 
through the first period. 

Predictably, the Forbort penalty led to a Tony DeAngelo power play goal 
that put Carolina up 2-0 and sank the Bruins early in a game where they 
showed zero ability to muster offense, never mind a comeback. 
Afterward, Boston Bruns head coach Bruce Cassidy “he wasn’t surprised 
at all” at the call and then later hinted that the penalty calls have become 
part of the home ice advantage they’re expecting when they arrive in 
North Carolina. 

“We knew what we were facing coming in here after the last time, and we 
just need to do a better job on the penalty kill if our number is called,” 
said Cassidy. “We’ve had to kill some penalties here, so we’ve got to get 
it done. It’s that simple, for whatever reason. 

“I don’t want to get into details. It is what it is and we’ve been on the short 
end of it here. So, we need to make sure our penalty kill is air-tight 
getting our clears and blocking our shots, good sticks. Obviously 
discipline always comes into play with that and we weren’t able to do that 
[in Game 5].” 

It sure sounds like Cassidy is going out of his way not to criticize the 
officiating there in hopes that the “homer” series will continue on 
Thursday night when the Bruins fight for their playoff lives in Game 6 at 
TD Garden. 

Then they’ll take their chances that the “homer” trend doesn’t carry over 
to a winner-take-all Game 7 in the Carolina madhouse. 
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Cassidy: Bruins Lindholm 'Should Be Good To Go' For Game 6 

 

Published 14 hours ago on May 11, 2022 

 By Jimmy Murphy 

4-4 minutes 5/11/2022 

 

Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy is confident that defenseman 
Hampus Lindholm will finally return to the lineup for Game 6 against the 
Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night at TD Garden. 

“I anticipate he’ll play,” Cassidy told the media Wednesday. “I can 
probably give you a better, more definitive answer in the morning, but he 
should be good to go.” 

Lindholm (upper-body), has been out of the lineup since being knocked 
out of Game 2 from a thunderous but clean hit from Hurricanes forward 
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Andrei Svechnikov in the second period of an eventual 5-2 loss for the 
Boston Bruins. 

There was some slight hope that Lindholm could make it back for what 
turned out to be a 5-1 dud by the Boston Bruins in Game 5 but the 28-
year-old rearguard did not make the trip south to Raleigh with his 
teammates. Fellow defenseman and first pairing partner Charlie McAvoy 
didn’t fly down with his teammates either but he did end up clearing 
COVID protocol Tuesday morning with two consecutive negative tests 
over a 24-hour span, flew down on a private jet and ended up playing in 
Game 5. 

Hampus Lindholm was acquired by the Bruins from the Anaheim Ducks 
just prior to the March 21 NHL Trade Deadline and then signed to an 
eight-year, $52 million extension by Boston Bruins general manager Don 
Sweeney. Lindholm finished the regular season with six assists in 10 
games and has no points in two playoff games thus far. 

If Lindholm does indeed play, Cassidy hinted that Boston Bruins 
defenseman Matt Grzelcyk, and not Mike Reilly, could be the odd-man 
out. Grzelcyk finished with a team-low 16:29 of ice time among 
defensemen for Boston while taking two penalties and finishing a minus-
1 for the game. He is a minus 6 in the series and has really struggled. 

“So that’s something we’ll talk about with Lindholm going in because 
Lindholm adds some elements that [Matt Grzelcyk] and [Mike] Reilly 
bring where Forbort brings something unique,” Cassidy said.  “We want 
to make sure we have that in our lineup, so that will be a decision we’re 
going to have to make [Thursday].” 
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Bruins Daily: DeAngelo, McAvoy, Draft Lottery, Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

Published 19 hours ago on May 11, 2022  

By Jimmy Murphy 

4-5 minutes 5/11/2022 

 

The Boston Bruins laid an egg in Raleigh and let Tony DeAngelo and the 
Carolina Hurricanes push them to the brink with a 5-1 win in Game 5. 

The Montreal Canadiens won the NHL Draft lottery and will pick first 
overall. 

Will the Vancouver Canucks trade Oliver Ekman-Larsson? 

That, all your Stanley Cup Playoffs news and more in the latest BHN 
Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins fell flat in a 5-1 Game 5 loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

After he unraveled and hurt his teammates in Game 4, Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo – unfortunately for Boston Bruins fans and 
decent human beings – matched his talking on the ice with a goal and 
two assists. 

Juts prior to Game 5, Boston Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy arrived 
at PNC Arena in Charlotte and played in Game 5 after head coach Bruce 
Cassidy said he was out. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: The New York Islanders will pick 13th overall at the 2022 NHL Entry 
Draft after not moving up or down at the NHL Draft Lottery. 

Pitt: Let this sink in: Pittsburgh Penguins third string goalie and career 
backup journeyman Louis Domingue is outplaying newly nominated 
Vezina Trophy candidate and New York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin. 

Philly: The Philadelphia Flyers will pick fifth overall at the 2022 NHL Entry 
Draft. 

Wash: Will the Washington Capitals pad their ‘Black Aces’ pool with AHL 
affiliate Hershey Bears knocked out of the Calder Cup Playoffs? 

FLA: In another example of ‘What the hell are the Sabres doing?’, they 
traded Sam Reinhart to the Florida Panthers and that trade is paying 
dividends once again in the Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

Detroit: Will the Detroit Red Wings hire a European head coach? 

Colorado: Will the rest the Colorado Avalanche are ready t experience 
help or hurt them? 

San Jose: The San Jose Sharks will pick 11th overall at the NHL Entry 
Draft. 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: The Montreal Canadiens won the NHL Lottery Draft and will 
pick first overall at the 2022 NHL Entry Draft in Montreal July 7-8. 

Calgary: Calgary Flames goaltender Jacob Markstrom is a 2022 Vezina 
Trophy finalist. 

VAN: Is Vancouver Canucks defenseman Oliver Ekman-Larsson on the 
NHL Trade block again? 

NHL 

Veteran Toronto Maple Leafs forward Jason Spezza rallied the troops 
with an inspiring speech in the first intermission and the Leafs beat the 
Tampa Lightning 4-3 in Game 5. The Leafs now head south to Tamp with 
a chance to advance to the second round for the first time since 2004. 
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Four questions the Bruins must answer ahead of a do-or-die Game 6 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

6-8 minutes 5/11/2022 

 

Jeremy Swayman will start Game 6, Bruce Cassidy said Wednesday. 
The Bruins coach anticipates that Hampus Lindholm, unavailable for the 
last three games, will play in Thursday’s potential elimination showdown. 

“We need to win a home game,” said Cassidy. “That’s all that’s in front of 
us right now. It’s not easy to win in the playoffs. But it’s not a monumental 
task. We need to win a home game.” 

Neither team has lost on home ice so far. For that pattern to continue, the 
Bruins require instant solutions to their Game 5 issues, which were as 
follows: 

1. Is Swayman the right choice in net? 

In the NHL, a shot like Jaccob Slavin’s outside-the-dots wrister should 
not go in. Swayman allowed it to, and it was the fifth straight time the 
Hurricanes scored first in the series.  
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“Last night, we didn’t get it,” Cassidy said of an opportune Swayman 
stop. “We’re on them. Another good start. We need that save early on. 
It’s just one you need to keep you in it. It didn’t happen.” 

Swayman’s whiff jerked the air out of the Bruins. In comparison, Antti 
Raanta pulled Brad Marchand’s close-range first-period backhander out 
of his net. 

“Marsh versus Raanta,” said Cassidy. “He scores there, it’s a 1-1 game. 
We take a little bit of energy out of their building. Great save. It’s a good 
move by Marsh. It really is. It’s a good save. That’s our leading scorer 
against their guy right there. It could change, tilt the game a little bit back 
toward us, and we settle down and play. But they get a lot of energy off 
timely saves. Just like we do. When we get those big saves, guys get 
excited.” 

Game 6 will be Swayman’s fourth straight start. The rookie never made 
more than three in a row during the regular season. 

Swayman was good in Games 3 and 4 at TD Garden. Cassidy pointed to 
his timely saves in Game 3: one in the opening minute on Tony 
DeAngelo’s slap shot, and another on Jordan Martinook after the 
Hurricanes had grabbed a 1-0 lead. 

“Big, big saves early on, on DeAngelo and a breakaway, Martinook,” said 
Cassidy. “Gives us a little bit of, ‘Hey, let’s find our game.’ Even though 
they scored first, those are important, timely saves.” 

According to MoneyPuck, Swayman has saved 0.3 goals above 
expectation in Round 1. Linus Ullmark is at -2.3 GSAE. Swayman gives 
the Bruins the best chance to win. 

2. If Lindholm plays, who comes out? 

Derek Forbort is not going anywhere. He is the Bruins’ primary penalty-
killing left-shot defenseman. He blocked nine shots in Game 3. He has 
played well with Connor Clifton. 

“They looked a little fatigued last night. For whatever reason, they weren’t 
as clean,” Cassidy said. “But I think they’ve been really good in this 
series, for the most part, as a pair that play their 15 to 16 minutes.” 

That leaves two lefties at risk of being displaced: Matt Grzelcyk and Mike 
Reilly. 

“He adds some elements that Grizz and Reilly bring,” Cassidy said of 
Lindholm. “That’s where Forbort is a little bit unique versus Reilly and 
Grizz. We want to make sure we have that in our lineup. That’ll be a 
decision we’re going to have to make.” 

This has not been a good series for Grzelcyk. At five-on-five, the Bruins 
have been outscored 6-2 with him on the ice. He was called for two stick 
fouls in Game 5. The Hurricanes scored on the second. In all likelihood, 
he is compromised by the upper-body injury he’s played through for most 
of the season. 

Carolina has pursued Grzelcyk on the forecheck. The Hurricanes have 
gotten the better of Grzelcyk on the walls. His struggles have affected 
Brandon Carlo too. Carlo has not had as much time as he prefers to 
execute puck plays. 

Offensively, Grzelcyk has landed just three shots on net. He has no 
points. 

“Grizz needs to find his legs here,” said Cassidy. “He’s certainly played 
through an injury this year at times. But right now, he’s not in this 
morning for treatment. He just has to find his legs and find a little bit of 
the dynamic part of his game. His quick plays through the neutral zone. 
Finding little seams by being agile. In all three zones.” 

Reilly was a healthy scratch for the first two games. He came in after 
Lindholm was ruled out for Game 3. But he has been more consistent 
than Grzelcyk.  

Reilly played with McAvoy in Game 3. He skated with Josh Brown in 
Game 4. He was back with McAvoy in Game 5. 

Grzelcyk, then, is the most likely defenseman out. 

3. Should the top line remain together? 

Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak are the Bruins’ best 
hopes for offensive results, but they were shut out in Game 5. 

On home ice, they combined for six of the Bruins’ nine goals. They had 
their way against Carolina’s penalty kill.  

Part of their success was because of home-ice advantage. With last 
change, the Bruins were able to shift their first-liners away from Nino 
Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast. 

That will be the case in Game 6. The 63-37-88 trio will see heavy 
offensive action, especially for set pieces off the draw. 

“They’ve always been good at faceoff plays. Always,” said Cassidy. 
“Especially against man-to-man coverage. They have an idea of what 
they want to do. They’re good at separating. They’ve had good success 
against those types of defenses, this line, over the years against 
Carolina. Because they’re good one-on-one players. All of them. They 
have will, first of all. They’ve got the foot speed to separate. And hockey 
IQ.” 

4. Then how do the Bruins compensate for a top-heavy attack? 

This has always been the issue when Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak 
join forces. It’s flared up again in Round 1.  

The Bruins need more from Taylor Hall, Erik Haula, Charlie Coyle and 
Craig Smith. Hall and Haula have two five-on-five points each. Coyle and 
Smith have none. Jake DeBrusk also has zero, but he has been 
noticeable on the power play (goal, assist) and penalty kill (assist). 

The second- and third-liners also have to plug their defensive leaks. 
Their five-on-five goals shares are ghastly: 

They are hurting the Bruins at both ends. 

At this point, it’s unlikely that Trent Frederic or Anton Blidh, the Bruins’ 
top two extra forwards, will see Game 6 action. There is no help coming. 
It is on the second and third lines to play better. 

“We need to get some guys going,” Cassidy said after Game 5. “That’s 
on me to find a way to get them going. But it’s also that time of year 
where that inner drive comes through.” 
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Disney CEO: All of ESPN could one day be available for a streaming 
subscription 

 

Daniel Kaplan5-6 minutes 12/05/2022 

 

This year, ESPN for the first time will take an NFL game — the Oct. 30 
London tilt between the Denver Broncos and Jacksonville Jaguars — and 
air it on ESPN+, its paywalled streaming service that has become home 
to an increasing number of its events, though few if any as big as an NFL 
game. 

That is almost surely only an appetizer. 

ESPN parent Walt Disney chief executive officer Bob Chapek said on an 
earnings call Wednesday that the company sees the day when all of 
ESPN is available fully direct-to-consumer (DTC), the industry phrase to 
describe streaming offerings such as Netflix, Peacock and ESPN+. 

“We’re very conscious of our ability to go more aggressively into the DTC 
area of ESPN,” he said. “And so what we’re doing is sort of putting one 
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foot on the dock if you will, and one foot on the boat right now. But we 
know that at some point, when it’s going to be good for our shareholders, 
we’ll be able to fully go into an ESPN DTC offering … and we fully 
believe that there is a business model there for us, that’s going to enable 
us to regain growth on ESPN+ in a full DTC expression.” 

Now, a few caveats before canceling that cable subscription. Chapek did 
not put a timeline on the transition, which would be economically ruinous 
today. Though the cable bundle that carries ESPN is in decline, it is still 
very profitable. It could be years before Chapek’s vision is real. 

Disney reported in its earnings that linear networks, which describes 
channels such as ABC and ESPN, earned $2.8 billion in the quarter that 
ended April 2, 2022. This money comes largely from the subscriber fees 
ESPN and its network of affiliates, like ESPN2, charge cable distributors 
to carry its content. That includes the College Football Playoff National 
Championship, “Monday Night Football” and Wimbledon. 

By contrast, Disney’s direct-to-consumer division, which includes 
Disney+ and ESPN+, lost $887 million in the quarter, according to the 
company’s earnings report. The company ascribed the losses at ESPN+ 
to high sports programming costs and a decrease in income from 
Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) pay-per-view events due to a 
drop in average buys per event. 

The red ink, up from $290 million the year before, came despite 
subscriber growth, bucking the worry that Netflix’s recent reversals are a 
canary in a coal mine. ESPN+ subscriptions as of April 2 stood at 22.3 
million, a 62 percent increase in a year. 

But Disney needs many more subscribers at ESPN+ to make it profitable, 
and clearly expects the disparate results between linear and direct-to-
consumer to one day change. 

“We’re not ready to share the specifics of our model, in terms of how long 
it would take for us to reach profitability on that or the impact that would 
have on our linear business,” Chapek said of all of ESPN being offered 
as a streaming option. “But I would emphasize that we’re only going to do 
it if it’s accretive to our shareholder value when it comes time to actually 
pull the trigger. 

“But I can tell you that it will be the ultimate fan offering that will appeal to 
super fans that really love sports. And I think there’s nobody, but ESPN, 
frankly, (that) could actually pull that off. But we don’t have a lot of 
specifics when it comes to structure. But we do believe that because 
sports are so powerful. In fact, in the last quarter, 46 of the top 50 most 
viewed programs on linear TV were sports. And obviously, ESPN 
dominates that.” 

Whether the cable bundle could survive with ESPN available as a 
subscription-only stream is surely a question. ESPN currently gets more 
than $10 per subscriber for its array of channels, and with around 77 
million cable homes, that still makes for some good math. And sports are 
considered the glue holding that paradigm together. 

But at some point, as more events bleed into ESPN+, fans might 
question whether it would be cheaper to cut the cord and get the stream. 
For many events like the Australian Open, for example, all the content 
had been available to ESPN cable subscribers either on the channel or 
online. But this year, many of the matches could be viewed only on 
ESPN+. 

That trend will only accelerate as Disney looks to reduce the DTC losses. 
But through its agreements with cable distributors, the company commits 
to a certain quality and a number of events on the linear channels. 
Moving too much content off the traditional platforms will sharply reduce 
those subscriber fees. 

“Our linear networks, they’re huge cash-generators for us,” Chapek said. 
“(If ESPN were to go DTC,) obviously that will have ramifications on 
immediate cash flow that we get from our legacy linear networks.” 

Lee Berke, a media consultant, predicted in the next seven years ESPN+ 
and ESPN would essentially meld in some fashion. 

“In certain respects, the process has already begun,” Berke wrote in an 
email. “With 22 million subscribers and thousands of events, ESPN+ is 
adding content and subs while increasingly resembling the flagship. As 
linear distribution continues to drop, my thought is that within the next five 

to seven years, Plus and the linear services will dissolve into one 
another.” 
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Down Goes Brown: The 2022 Old Guy Without a Cup rankings 

 

Sean McIndoe10-13 minutes 11/05/2022 

 

It’s time for our annual celebration of the OGWACs. 

The OGWAC is, of course, the Old Guy Without A Cup. He’s a cherished 
hockey narrative at this time of year, a figure of both admiration and pity. 
He’s been in the league for a while, maybe even forever, but he’s never 
won it all. This could be his last chance. He wants it so bad. But there’s 
probably another OGWAC story on the team he’s up against, which 
means somebody is getting their heart broken. At the end of it, if we’re 
lucky, somebody will finally get their moment to hold the Cup, tears 
running down their grizzled face. 

The greatest OGWAC arc of all time ended with Ray Bourque lifting the 
Cup in 2001, and that one may never be topped. Lanny McDonald in 
1989 and Teemu Selanne in 2007 are also on the Mount Rushmore. 
Kimmo Timonen and Jay Bouwmeester were solid OGWACs, and 
Dominik Hasek was the rare goalie story in 2002. 

The last few years have been rough on OGWAC fans, as the Lightning 
only really had Braydon Coburn in 2020 and nobody at all for their repeat 
in 2021. Let’s hope the hockey gods serve up something better this year. 
And if they need a nudge in that direction, let’s provide one with our 
annual OGWAC ranking. 

If you’re new to this, we define an “old guy” as being 33 or older (which 
isn’t especially old in real life but definitely is in today’s NHL) with the 
added requirement of at least 10 years of NHL experience. We’re also 
looking for guys who are healthy and contributing to their team, or have a 
reasonable chance to be by the Final, because nothing’s sadder than an 
OGWAC watching the clinching game from the press box. 

Beyond that, we prefer guys who’ve had a near-miss or two before; the 
more agonizingly close, the better. Overcoming some other adversity is 
also good. The player doesn’t need to be a superstar, at least not 
anymore, but name value matters. And of course, the older the OG, the 
better. 

One last thing: Everyone whose team is still alive in the playoffs is 
eligible, but we’re weighting the higher rankings toward guys with a more 
realistic shot at actually winning. 

By my count, there are 30 players who qualify for OGWAC status this 
year. We’ll go with the traditional top 20 here, but mention as many as we 
can. 

20. Riley Nash, Lightning 

You might assume Tampa won’t have any OGWACs, especially after 
winning without one last year. But they’ve actually got a few candidates. 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare has actually only played eight seasons, but at 
37 I feel like he deserves at least a mention. Brian Elliott is also an 
option, although he may not see the ice all postseason. That leaves 
Nash, who’s been an honest player for 11 years and helpfully turned 33 
this week. 

19. Erik Johnson, Avalanche 

The Avs are a surprisingly deep OGWAC team, which maybe shouldn’t 
shock us since that was their GM handing the Cup to Bourque. Johnson 
is only 34 but already in his 14th season, and has never been out of the 
second round. 

18. Mikael Backlund, Flames 
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For me, Backlund is a classic guy where you could tell me he was 
anywhere from like 25 to 37 and I’d believe you. He’s actually 33, and 
this is his 14th season. Bonus points for spending his entire career with 
the Flames, for whom he’s now the only OGWAC. 

17. Nick Foligno, Bruins 

He’s the only Bruins’ OGWAC because Patrice Bergeron and Brad 
Marchand were around for the 2011 Cup. Craig Smith isn’t quite old 
enough, and Taylor Hall is somehow only 30 years old despite being in 
his 35th season. Did I rank both Foligno and Nash lower than they 
deserve because they were on last year’s Leafs playoff roster? No further 
questions. 

16. Kris Russell, Oilers 

He’s 35 and has played 15 years, and none of them have been easy. 
He’s never been out of the second round, and with unrestricted free 
agency looming, we can’t be sure how many more chances he’ll get. 

15. Brendan Smith, Hurricanes 

On the surface, the only Carolina candidate doesn’t seem like a great 
pick; he’s only 33 and in his 11th season, and he’s certainly not a star. 
But he has to make the list based on coming back from a broken skull, 
which is the sort of overcoming adversity story fans love to get behind. 

14. Andrew Cogliano, Avalanche 

Our second Avalanche is only 34, but already on his fifth team and with 
15 seasons and over 1,100 games played. We’ll see how much he’s in 
the lineup for Colorado, but he has over 100 games of playoff 
experience, including a trip to the Final with Dallas in 2020. 

13. Mike Smith, Oilers 

Longtime OGWAC watchers know about my struggle with ranking 
goalies. They almost never get the first Cup handoff, which is a huge part 
of every great OGWAC story unless you’re Selanne. Other than Dominik 
Hasek, I’m not sure there’s ever been a really good goalie OGWAC. But 
Smith is the second-oldest player on this list at 40 years old and has 
played for 16 years. 

12: Justin Braun, Rangers 

11. Ryan Reaves, Rangers 

Braun is a classic deadline OGWAC, and he’s been to the Final with the 
Sharks. Reaves has an even more interesting near-miss record. He went 
to the Final with the Golden Knights, left the Blues two years before they 
finally won, and got to Pittsburgh one year after their back-to-back Cups. 

10. Jack Johnson, Avalanche 

The last of our Avs has certainly been around, on his fifth team (and third 
in the last three years). He’s never been out of the first round, but he gets 
some big near-miss points for a different reason. He was traded from Los 
Angeles to Columbus midway through the 2011-12 season that saw the 
Kings go on to win their first Cup. Maybe the Kings don’t win it without 
Jeff Carter — who went to L.A. from the Blue Jackets in the deal for 
Johnson — but still … oof. 

9. Mats Zuccarello, Wild 

He’s 34, which somehow seems both too young for a guy who’s been 
around this long and too old for a player who is so wee. Everybody loves 
the guy, though, and he came very close with the Rangers in 2014. 

8. Claude Giroux, Panthers 

I know, you assumed he’d be higher. So did I, but it’s a very strong field 
this year. Giroux is a great story as a deadline pickup after spending his 
whole career with one team. Working against him: He’s still only 34, and 
let’s just say he’s not the top OGWAC story on his own team. (Neither is 
Sergei Bobrovsky, who turned 33 this year but will still be an elite goalie 
for years to come, according to his contract.) 

7. Ryan Suter, Stars 

The Stars might be the most OGWAC-adjacent team in the league right 
now. They have Suter, who’s 37 and in his 17th season without ever 
having had a deep playoff run. Alex Radulov, Michael Raffl and Luke 

Glendening are all old and Cupless, although none of them hit our 10-
season minimum. Jamie Benn is almost there. Andrej Sekera already is, 
although he’s not playing. And there’s one more guy that we’ll get to 
shortly. 

6. Alex Edler, Kings 

He was an all-timer for the Canucks, playing 15 seasons in Vancouver 
and coming agonizingly close to a Cup in 2011. Now he’s 36 and in Los 
Angeles, and while nobody thinks the Kings have much a chance to go 
all the way, you have to root for Edler just a bit. Or, if you’re a Canucks 
fan, a whole lot. 

5. Mark Giordano, Maple Leafs 

4. Jason Spezza, Maple Leafs 

The Leafs are another OGWAC-rich team; they also have Wayne 
Simmonds, who is only 33 but has a ton of mileage on him. I’ll focus on 
these two, a pair of 38-year-olds with a combined 35 Cupless seasons. 
Giordano was a classic deadline addition, while Spezza is the local kid 
who took a discount to chase the Stanley Cup at home. 

3. Brian Boyle, Penguins 

The big man has been around, playing for eight teams and making the 
playoffs with seven of them. We thought he was done last year, but his 
comeback with the Penguins has been an amazing story. You were 
already rooting for him when he beat leukemia, and now at 37 and on a 
one-year deal after a year away, this could be his last chance to get the 
Cup he just barely missed with both the Rangers (in 2014) and Lightning 
(in 2015). 

2. Joe Pavelski, Stars 

You can’t ask for much more out of an OGWAC story. Pavelski is 37 and 
in his 16th season, and he’s been to the Final twice and lost both times. 
He’s been a legitimate star, and unlike other guys we might be about to 
mention, he still is. (Seriously, has anyone ever had a career-high in 
points at 37 years old before? We’re not making a big enough deal about 
that.) He’s a leader, a warrior, and his 165 career playoff games put him 
ahead of names like Alexander Ovechkin, Kris Letang and all the 
Blackhawks guys. Most years, he takes top spot on this list. Maybe he 
still should. But I don’t think anyone will be surprised that we had to 
reserve that honor for … 

1. Joe Thornton, Panthers 

No surprise here. Thornton has topped this list in four of the last five 
years, with the only exception being when his Sharks missed the playoffs 
in 2020. The OGWAC world is his house. 

And rightly so. Thornton is a genuine superstar and first-ballot Hall of 
Famer. He’s one of the few truly fun personalities in the league. And 
most importantly for our purposes, he’s played more postseason games 
than anyone else in this year’s playoffs, including a trip to the Final in 
2016, but has never been able to take it all the way. He’s become the 
face of playoff agony. No, literally, his reaction to losing is the GIF that 
plays in your head when you think of a broken hockey player. 

Now he’s 42 years old with an astounding 24 NHL seasons under his 
belt, and there’s virtually nothing left in the tank. Hasn’t been for a few 
years, if we’re being honest. He’s been a healthy scratch several times 
this year, including in the playoffs. This is probably his last shot. It 
probably should be. He’s done, and that’s OK, because he’s already 
accomplished everything a hockey fan could ask for. Except one thing. 

If you’re not a Blues fan, it’s impossible not to root for the guy. Heck, it’s 
impossible not to feel for him on a human level. He clearly wants it so 
bad, and he spent two decades being good enough to make it happen, 
but he could never quite drag his team across the finish line. Now he’s 
not good enough anymore, but his team is, we think. So maybe the story 
ends with them dragging him. That’s OK, and maybe even a worthy 
ending. 

Or maybe it ends with a first-round disaster against the Caps, or a loss 
somewhere else down the line. Maybe it ends with Thornton watching the 
last game of his career from that dreaded press box. The pathos here is 
almost palpable. It’s a hard story to look away from. And it’s either going 
to end with one final heartbreak in a career that became synonymous 
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with them, or with an OGWAC triumph worthy of the Bourque tier. No 
other options, no in-between. 

You can’t ask for a more dramatic OGWAC story than that. Now the only 
question is whether it ends the same way it always does for this guy, or 
whether this is finally the year when the feel-good ending gets to play 
out. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Mangiapane, Backlund provide spark to help Flames flip 
narrative on Stars 

 

CALGARY – Admit it, Flames fans: 

The mind wandered. 

Stymied for two straight periods by Jake Oettinger and a Dallas Stars 
club clinging to a 1-0 lead, the Flames entered the third period of Game 5 
Wednesday on the precipice of what was starting to look like another 
playoff series on the brink. 

And then, a spark. 

Thirteen seconds into the third, Mikael Backlund opened the final frame 
with a scoring chance that got the fans and team amped. 

What followed was a push that saw the Flames fire seven shots on goal 
before Backlund redirected an Andrew Mangiapane pass past Oettinger, 
prompting a roar that damn near forced the building of a new arena. 

Hope. 

“It was loud,” said Backlund of the celebration seven minutes into the 
third period of a 1-1 game. 

“I was screaming my emotions too and I don’t think anybody heard me. 

“It’s also great to see all the fans outside the rink too, cheering us on. 
That’s awesome. The Red Lot I think they call it. It’s great to see so many 
people showing up." 

“It gives you a buzz to look up to see the screen and see all the fans out 
there.” 

That’s exactly what the players were doing during the ensuing TV timeout 
as five thousand supporters outside the Dome were shown jumping to 
the music. 

Minutes later, the southern part of the province joined them in dance after 
a streaking Mangiapane took a Backlund pass over the blue line and 
broke out of the doghouse with a bar-down snapper that pushed the 
decibel level once again. 

Just like that, the switch was flipped on a series and the narrative. 

“It was big,” smiled the soft-spoken Mangiapane, who played just over 
ten minutes the previous game. 

“Obviously I was a little happy there. 

“It was loud. I was excited. It was great even when Backs scored. To 
hear the building erupt. 

The fans are waiting for a goal and it was a big goal Backs scored there. 

“It kind of blew up. 

“I think our whole team just fed off that energy from the fans there.” 

Home ice advantage, and a whole lot of patience, paying off. 

As Flames fans paced their living rooms and the concourse wondering 
how the momentum from Game 4 could disappear with 40 minutes of 
defensive dominance by the Stars, the message in the dressing room 
was simple: 

Stick with it. 

Surely, this 23-year-old kid in Dallas’ net will prove to be human 
eventually. 

“I think a lot of guys stepped up and talked in the room and the message 
was clear: ‘put the period behind us and go out and play our game,’” said 
Backlund, who had one goal in the series going into Game 5. 

“Believe. Just get back to our game, and that’s what we did in the third. 
Our first shift we had a scoring chance and that created energy for the 
group to get rolling. Great response in the third.” 

A season-saving response, perhaps. 

“They took it to another level and we didn't,” said Stars coach Rick 
Bowness, whose club championed low-event hockey the first two 
periods, limiting both teams to 16 shots. 

“We didn't handle it very well. We stayed with them for two periods, 
obviously. They just cranked it up in the third period and we didn't handle 
the puck well to give us an opportunity to spend time in their zone.” 

As he was quick to point out, in Game 2 his team was able to hold onto a 
1-0 lead in the third, which is why Flames fans had cause for concern. 

Hours before puck drop Sutter was asked what Mangiapane needed to 
do to be more effective, prompting the coach to suggest he needed to 
stick to the structure in place. 

On a night in which the 35-goal man spent some time on the third line, he 
scored his first of the series for the game-winner. 

“Good hard game,” said Sutter, who pieced together the heroic Backlund, 
Mangiapane, Blake Coleman line in time for the third. 

“It’s what’s expected of him. It’s not what you did, it’s what you do. 

What they do now has everyone wondering both how the Stars will 
respond at home Friday and whether the Flames can finish it in six. 

“Game 3 is a lot tougher than winning Game 2,” philosophized Sutter, 
whose club allowed just three shots on goal the final ten minutes before 
Trevor Lewis found the empty net. 

“A lot of our players have never won a Game 3, so Game 4 will be a lot 
tougher than winning Game 3.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Takeaways: Pittsburgh holds its breath on 
Crosby, Verhaeghe takes over 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonnyMay 12, 2022, 1:44 AM 

 

Twenty-eight minutes into Game 5 between the Penguins and Rangers, 
everything was coming up Pittsburgh. 

Jake Guentzel and Kris Letang had the Pens up 2-0, and while the 
Rangers ran around doing all they could to put black-and-yellow jerseys 
through the boards, it looked like New York — down 3-1 in this first-round 
bout — were reaching the end of the line. 

And then a few minutes of chaos flipped it all on its head. 

First, a rogue elbow from Jacob Trouba connects with Sidney Crosby up 
high. Then, the captain, appearing to be in some discomfort on the 
bench, heads down the tunnel and doesn’t return.  

Crosby heads to locker room after taking multiple hits from Rangers 

Current Time 0:00 
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A minute later, the first time head coach Mike Sullivan sends Crosby’s 
usual linemates, Guentzel and Bryan Rust, out with Jeff Carter instead of 
No. 87, the Rangers get a goal. The crowd erupts. 

Then they score again. And again. 

In two and a half minutes, the Rangers went from down 0-2 to up 3-2. 
Pittsburgh showed some quick-fire fight of their own, answering with a 
second Guentzel goal right after New York’s third to tie it up, but the 
Rangers just kept pouring it on in third.  

A pair of Rangers tallies in the final frame sealed a 5-3 win to keep the 
Blueshirts’ season alive. For the Pens, though, the only question anyone 
will be asking after Wednesday night is what the situation is with Crosby, 
as anything other than a quick return will spell disaster for the 
Pennsylvanian side. 

Asked about his captain after the game, Sullivan would only say that 
Crosby is “being evaluated.” 

Should Rangers' Trouba be disciplined for hit on Penguins' Crosby? 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 
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Pittsburgh’s already been handed some brutal injury luck so far this post-
season — missing star No. 1 netminder Tristan Jarry, solid backup 
netminder Casey DeSmith, top-pairing defenceman Brian Dumoulin, and 
their marquee trade deadline pickup Rickard Rakell. 

Somehow, they’ve managed to pull through that mess and put 
themselves in position to knock out these high-flying Rangers. But No. 87 
has been crucial to that resilience so far, and an extended absence from 
the captain might be the final crack in the foundation for this 2022 run. 

BIZARRE BETWEEN THE PIPES 

The Rangers have staved off elimination for the day, pushing the series 
to 3-2. But if Pittsburgh does manage to take one of the next two and 
move on to the second round for the first time in four years, the story of 
the first round will be none other than Louis Domingue. 

By now, we all know the story of Domingue’s introduction to these 
playoffs #SpicyPorkAndBroccoli. But it’s the wider context of this ‘tender 
battle that makes the whole thing so wild. 

Through five games, the Pens and Rangers have combined for an 
absurd 42 goals. Every game’s featured at least seven. And aside from 
that Game 1 triple-overtime marathon, they haven’t been all that close — 
New York put up a five-spot on Pittsburgh in Games 2 and 5, and the 
Penguins piled up seven on them in Games 3 and 4. 

On Domingue’s side, the numbers are about what you’d expect from a 
No. 3 thrust into a whirlwind first-round series unexpectedly — after 
staving off 17 shots in the wild 16 minutes of overtime action he was 
thrown into in Game 1, he’s allowed 15 goals through the four games 
he’s actually started. Not great. 

But it’s even dicier on the other side — through the five games played by 
the man that will almost certainly win the 2022 Vezina Trophy, Igor 
Shesterkin’s allowed 19 goals to squeak by him. He’s been pulled twice, 
in the two games that allowed Pittsburgh to shoot out to a 3-1 series 
lead. 

He put in a better, but not incredible, effort Wednesday, turning aside 29 
of 32 shots to help his Rangers stay alive. But if New York has any hopes 
of surviving Pittsburgh and perhaps going on a run, some better 
showings from No. 31 seem an absolute must. 

More from Sportsnet 

Tavares, Nylander come alive as Maple Leafs show heart in Game 5 
comeback win 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: Kaprizov shines, but Tarasenko steals 
the show 

CARTER VERHAEGHE VS. THE WORLD 

The Carter Verhaeghe Show’s pulled up to these playoffs, and at the 
perfect time for the Florida Panthers. 

It’s been a tumultuous start to the 2022 post-season for the Presidents' 
Trophy winners. Coming into the playoffs with one of the most dominant 
offences in recent memory, the Cats ran into a brick wall in Game 1, 
falling 4-2 to the veteran Washington Capitals. The next two games, the 
sides traded blowouts — 5-1 for Florida, then 6-1 for Washington. In 
Game 4, they grinded through a nail-biter, which Florida snagged to tie 
the series. 

But in that pivotal Game 4, something shifted. 

When the Cats found themselves trailing seven minutes in, it wasn’t 
Jonathan Huberdeau, Aleksander Barkov, Sam Reinhart or Anthony 
Duclair (the club’s top scorers during the regular season) who brought 
them back level. It was Verhaeghe, scoring in the first to tie things up. It 
was Verhaeghe, scoring in overtime once the game had become knotted 
up again, his second of the night saving his club from falling down 3-1 
against Alex Ovechkin’s side. 

Wednesday night, it was Verhaeghe again. But this time No. 23 took it to 
an entirely new level. 

Again, his Panthers fell into a hole early. This time it was three Caps 
goals piled on — one in the first and two in the opening minutes of the 
second. Again, Florida found themselves staring down a rough night that 
would push them to the brink. Then this happened: 

Verhaeghe steals puck and uses speed to score on outstretched 
Samsonov at other end 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 0:45 

Just under seven minutes into the second, Verhaeghe scores. Five 
minutes later, he sets up Patric Hornqvist for a goal. Two minutes after 
that, he sets up Reinhart for a goal. Three minutes into the third, another 
one for Verhaeghe himself. Twelve minutes later, a dish to Claude Giroux 
for one more, because why not. 

Gotta See It: Giroux scores on incredible deke to extend Panthers lead 
over Capitals 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:09 

All told, it was a five-point night for the 26-year-old — two goals and three 
primary helpers — to bury the Caps and put his Panthers up 3-2 in the 
series. Not a bad night for a guy who was squeezed out of the fringes of 
the champion Tampa Bay Lightning's lineup. 

There’s your early Conn Smythe frontrunner. 

PUBLIC ENEMY NO. 2? 

For years, the Capitals’ post-season runs have had a few defining 
features — massive goals from No. 8, and a ridiculous amount of 
borderline checks from Tom Wilson. Fans of every team that lines up 
opposite the Caps hate it, fans of the D.C. side relish it. 

Washington’s run has a different complexion this time around though, as 
Wilson finds himself on the outside looking in, sidelined with a lower-body 
injury. But while the Caps might not have their perennial Public Enemy 
No. 1, they’re getting that same polarizing fire from veteran T.J. Oshie. 

The hard-hitting winger's been dominant in the first round so far. Through 
five games, only two Caps players have put up more than a single goal 
— Evgeny Kuznetsov, with two, and Oshie, with five tallies in five nights. 

He’s been crucial on a nightly basis as D.C. fights to match these 
Panthers, scoring the game-winner in Game 1, starting off the Capitals’ 
goal parade in Game 3, factoring into both goals in a tight Game 4 
(scoring the first, getting a helper on the second). 
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He drew plenty of attention in that Game 4 with a controversial, Wilson-
esque check to Sam Bennett, which had the Twitterverse debating fines 
and suspensions as only the Caps can inspire. Ultimately, Oshie 
escaped without punishment for the play. 

Coming into Game 5, there was sure to be a response. And yet, Oshie 
didn’t wilt. He scored his side’s first goal, added another a period later. 
Love it or hate it, that’s Capitals hockey through and through — bruising 
physicality that flies so close to the line it spills over, that gets under your 
skin, and gets teams off their game. 

How many times have fans had to watch Wilson run around on their club, 
and then go on to score a clutch goal? With the big-bodied winger out, 
and questions of whether Ovechkin’s 100 per cent, Oshie’s taken over 
the mantle. 

The former Cup winner’s no stranger to scoring in big moments for 
Washington, but for all his playoff experience, his five playoff goals so far 
this year already rank as the third-most he’s ever scored in a single run 
— when the Caps won the cup in 2018, he put up eight in 24 games. 

Unfortunately for Oshie, his Capitals got Verhaeghe’d on Wednesday 
night, pushing them to the brink heading into Game 6. But if a Game 7 is 
in Washington's cards, there’s little question who it’ll be getting them 
there. 
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Sportsnet.ca / What stood out in the Maple Leafs' Game 5 win — and 
what it means for Game 6 

Matthews says Maple Leafs must 'finish the job' after winning Game 5 

 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourneMay 11, 2022, 6:06 PM 

 

Not sure if you knew this or not, but the Toronto Maple Leafs have A 
Past. A vast one, sure, but they have a more recent past over the past 
decade or so, where they’ve developed the reputation you don’t need me 
to lay out in detail. In sum, they haven’t gotten it done in the biggest 
moments. More specifically, they’ve seemed to find their way to those 
moments with an impressive frequency, only to squander said 
opportunities at a rate of about 1-to-1. 

More often than not, that past has contributed to creating more of the 
same, an ouroboros of self-consuming failure. Their history has led to 
vibes of “Oh no not this again,” and tightness rather than optimal play, 
and the team has found themselves adding to the pile of disappointment. 

That reputation should, for once, help them in Game 6. Over the past two 
playoffs – the ones you would legitimately say they’ve blown it – the 
pressure has been solely on them. Of course they should’ve beaten 
Columbus and Montreal. Their opponent was playing with house money, 
and didn’t have to create, they were just happy to hang around and see if 
the hockey gods would deal them a break or two. 

That won’t be the case Thursday night. By all accounts, the Lightning 
should win Game 6. They’re the two-time defending Cup champs. 
They’ve staked it all on being able to “flip the switch” when it matters 
most. They’re at home, with last change. Their coach has mostly avoided 
the Leafs credit, saying it’s on his team for giving away games. With all 
that, then, the onus is on them to perform. 

So with the Leafs not bearing all the pressure in Game 6, and the 
reminders of their recent past there to provide them a kick in the ass, the 
table is set for the Leafs to at least push the Champs to the brink. The 
Lightning are expecting things to go well. For once then, the longer the 
game just stays close and they’re hanging around, the more Toronto can 
feel they’re having success, as opposed to seeing the chance to win 
getting away from them. 

I expect another close hockey game. 

Let’s look back at some Game 5 takeaways, as we set the stage for 
Game 6. 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

Explaining the start 

I didn’t think the Leafs' first period was as bad as some other people 
(Nick Kypreos was not a fan of it on today’s podcast). Still, I did have a 
number of negative notes about their play, and their inability to handle 
the puck, so it took me awhile to figure out what I was seeing. 

If you’re full of nervous energy, your legs work like crazy, but it’s harder 
to use your scalpel in all its intricate detail. The Leafs were getting 
touches and chances but couldn’t make a play, which makes sense in 
the context of nervous energy. 

So while I had “down arrow” notes for William Nylander and Auston 
Matthews in the first period, over and over with the words “bobbled 
pucks” by their numbers, I should’ve seen it as a good sign they were 
around the puck and involved in the action over and over. 

When the Leafs have failed in the past, the problem hasn’t been poor 
offensive touches, it’s been … not getting them at all. They’ve just quietly 
disappeared into the night. Those guys were involved from the jump (as 
much as possible with all the penalties), and it turns out that was a 
positive. 

Jack Campbell’s Grade-A showing 

As humans, we’re not great at changing our minds, so when Jack 
Campbell let in a couple goals in the first 10 minutes, most of us decided 
he was off, and that was bad news for the Leafs. 

But, from when that second goal went in until the final buzzer, that may 
have been Jack Campbell’s best performance as a Leaf. On several 
occasions he just got a piece of brilliantly placed shots, namely a Nikita 
Kucherov wrister that he stayed up on (where many goalies would go 
down) catching it in the upper shoulder. None of what the Leafs had built 
this season was going to matter if they didn’t get goaltending in the post-
season. The one thing that had to go right for them to have a chance, at 
least so far, has. 

Leafs' Campbell makes back to back big saves to keep game tied late 

Current Time 0:00 
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Physical play from less physical players 

In the 2018 NHL season, 392 forwards skated in at least half their team’s 
regular season games. Of that group, Matthews finished tied for 377th in 
hits thrown per game, with a total under 0.3 per game. In his early 
seasons, nobody would’ve accused him of being a banger. 

In Game 5 he logged seven hits, almost to the halfway mark of his total 
that full season. I thought about saying “the kid’s game has evolved,” but 
I’m gonna go with “the man’s game has evolved” for this one. 

When he was bobbling pucks (and even hesitant to shoot, looking for 
perfect plays) in the early going, he stayed involved by being physical. 
He rammed Pat Maroon in the boards after the big Lightning fourth liner 
tried to treat Matthews as Ben Chiarot had the season before. He also 
ran Mikhail Sergachev (opinions on that hit vary, but that’s not the point 
here), and he caught Ryan McDonagh on the back-check with a solid 
bang moments before scoring the game winner. It was a huge step for a 
guy who struggled to find ways to be effective when he wasn’t scoring in 
the past. 

Mitch Marner was second on the team in Game 5 with four hits, while the 
biggest hit of the night may have been thrown by Jason Spezza, who 
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took a page from Corey Perry’s book of being effective as a former 
offensive juggernaut-turned-mucker. 

Engagement in other areas outside scoring from scorers is huge for the 
Leafs. 

Matthews, Marner come up clutch in Game 5 when Maple Leafs needed 
them most 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 2:31 

The Leafs' “best pair” 

However the season ends for the Leafs, Mark Giordano been a wildly 
impactful deadline acquisition. In Game 5 he was on in the dying 
minutes, protecting the lead, on top of being plus-two, and taking over 
PP1 (adding an assist there) when Morgan Rielly struggled to facilitate in 
the first period. They use Gio in all situations, and he’s had a steadying 
impact. 

I also tweeted this thread on Justin Holl prior to Game 5, explaining why I 
believe the Leafs liked his Game 4 more than … well, everyone else who 
watched it. 

The Leafs were rewarded for their belief in him, as he was huge 
protecting the lead, good on the PK, and even picked up a helper on the 
stretch pass to Ilya Mikheyev moments before William Nylander put 
Toronto up 3-2. 

Out of the doghouse 

Two goals in Game 4 weren’t enough to make everyone forget 
Nylander’s now-infamous pulled ‘chute on the forecheck, but Game 5 
should sure do the trick. He took the puck across the net whenever he 
could – just about the best offensive play there is – and he took it there 
knowing he may get hit. He had the best chances of any Leaf, had great 
jump, and was elite on the entry preceding the Morgan Rielly goal. 

Every time Leafs Nation is ready to break up with that guy, he reminds 
them why he’s so tough to quit. 

And finally… 

One concern for the Leafs 

One thing I’ve written down far more often that I’d like to in this series is 
“sniffing,” as in “sniffing for offence,” like a pig sniffs out a truffle. The 
Leafs LOVE offence, and sometimes it overwhelms their thought 
process. 

I write that in my notebook when a Leafs player (almost always a 
forward) skates to the wrong side of a pile, hoping a bounce leaves them 
alone with the puck on the other side of it. It’s a “hope” play, looking for 
that offensive glory and it forgets the big picture. When it goes wrong, it 
can leave the opposition room – with the puck, mind you – going back 
the other way. In fact, that’s the more likely outcome of the two. 

You don’t mind guys doing this when trailing by a few, because you need 
some bounces to come back in the NHL. But any time the game’s close, 
you’d like your guys staying on the right side of “maybe” plays. 

The first half of this video is Leafs players in the D-zone seeing the play 
about to get going the other way, and flying out of the zone before being 
sure the thing is even going to get out of the zone. It’s hoping for a 
breakaway, while conceding numbers against. 

The second half is more subjective, but a place I see a risk for the Leafs, 
as it’s burned them for quick strikes against in transition versus 
Columbus and Montreal. 

When they start to get their opponent reeling, when they almost score 
over and over, it becomes at least four players up in the attack looking to 
finish the job, too far up for my liking, and sometimes five. It’s most 
concerning when up a goal or two, as in some of these clips. Nothing 
comes of it in these ones, there’s just a lack of thought about the play 
going the other way that could happen QUICK with a bad hop in some of 
these. 

Again, some people may like the O-zone moments, I’d just like to see the 
D, or an F3, making sure there’s still two players up above it all in most 
instances. Anyway, starting with leaving the D-zone too early: 

Maple Leafs protecting a lead in Game 1, pressing for the equalizer in 
Game 5 
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Jon Cooper mentioned that when they faced elimination en route to their 
last Stanley Cup, they stayed patient and gave up a whopping zero 
goals. They only scored one, and they’re content to do that. 

Playing for that low percentage hop and chance against them means a 
high percentage of giving up something the other way, and the Leafs just 
can’t afford to be on the wrong side of the percentages in Game 6. It 
should be a lower scoring affair, and that’s OK. The Leafs have elite 
game breakers, they can finish, and they’ve got to be content that those 
opportunities will come, whether in the first period or fourth OT, rather 
than try to force them out of situations that put them at risk the other way 
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Sportsnet.ca / Tavares, Nylander come alive as Maple Leafs show heart 
in Game 5 comeback win 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonnyMay 11, 2022, 2:24 AM 

 

TORONTO — Eight hours before his team took the ice for a pivotal 
Game 5 against their championship-calibre foe, Sheldon Keefe laid it all 
out. For his group to get to where they need to go, for them to reach the 
heights the hockey world believes they cannot, they would need to give 
all they have. 

They would need to push, wave after wave, until there was nothing left, 
fighting for every single inch. 

“By the time you reach this part of the series, it’s really about attrition, 
more than anything,” the coach had said. “Trying to wear teams down. 
Trying to get an edge, mentally, physically, when you can.” 

On a Tuesday night at Scotiabank Arena, his Toronto Maple Leafs found 
that edge. It emerged wearing Nos. 88 and 91, as secondary superstars 
John Tavares and William Nylander came alive when their team needed 
them most, dragging their squad back from the dead after another 
nightmarish start threatened to sink them yet again. 

Instead, these Maple Leafs showed the type of fight and stubborn 
indomitability that’s long seemed absent from their DNA, clawing their 
way back and continuing to push forward until they secured a 4-3 win, 
and a crucial 3-2 series lead. 

“It started in the second,” Tampa Bay Lightning captain Steven Stamkos 
said post-game, sitting alongside Victor Hedman in the bowels of 
Toronto’s barn, frustration written across every inch of his face. “You 
know, obviously we knew they were going to push. You’ve got to give 
them credit. 

“They pushed.” 

Rielly and Nylander score twice for Maple Leafs just 73 seconds apart 

Current Time 0:00 
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Duration 2:12 

Through 20 minutes, the only push that seemed to be coming was the 
one sending the promise of these 2021-22 Leafs into the bin, Toronto 
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once again starting the night on the back foot, and once again getting 
buried early. By the time they were back in the dressing room mulling 
over their fate, the Bolts had outshot them 14 to five, had outscored them 
2-0, and seemed primed to roll right through them over the next 40, as 
has been the case for the leading team in every game of this first-round 
bout. 

And then something shifted. 

A rare bit of sloppiness from the champs squeaked the door open just a 
bit, as the Bolts put themselves on the penalty kill with their second too-
many-men infraction of the game, their third of the series. After watching 
Toronto flounder so haphazardly on their first-period cracks at the man-
advantage that the Scotiabank Arena crowd broke into chants of “Shoot 
the puck! Shoot the puck!” Jon Cooper’s side likely wasn’t sweating a 
turning point. 

But three-and-a-half minutes into the second period, one arrived 
anyways, coming off Nylander’s stick at the top of the right circle, 
ricocheting off Tavares’s skate at the net front, and floating past the right 
pad of Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Tavares redirects puck off skate for his first of playoffs 

Current Time 0:00 
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It was just the spark they craved, the Maple Leafs feeding off the sliver of 
opportunity they’d been granted. 

“That gave us life,” Keefe said of the goal. “The crowd really got into it 
from there. And we didn’t stop.” 

That crowd watched as Auston Matthews flew at the Lightning like a bull 
on a rampage, throwing pucks on net from all angles, battling along the 
walls, refusing to be held at bay. As Mitch Marner soared through the 
offensive zone, twisting and turning around Tampa Bay bodies to search 
out any Leaf with a lane to exploit. 

Blue jerseys returned to the bench, others went over the boards, and the 
fight just continued. Colin Blackwell and Jason Spezza took their turn 
pouring it on, putting more pucks on Vasilevskiy, and more after that. The 
crowd swelled into a hum of tension and excitement, waiting for the dam 
to break, sensing something coming. 

A shot from Mark Giordano. Another from Marner, from Ilya Lyubushkin. 
The Maple Leafs’ young leaders kept throwing their bodies into Bolts any 
chance they got. Trying to wear their opponent down, trying to find an 
edge. 

As the 40th minute expired, it seemed the Leafs would, at the very least, 
go down fighting. But they had designs on something greater. 

“We talked about, in between periods, just digging in, and needing more,” 
Tavares said. “Less about the X’s and O’s, but just finding another level. I 
thought we did a good job of just sticking with it.” 

Matthews, Marner come up clutch in Game 5 when Maple Leafs needed 
them most 
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Three minutes into the final period, Nos. 88 and 91 did it again. 

With the endless pile of penalties from both clubs leaving things level at 
4-on-4, Nylander picked up the puck at his own blue line and started up 
ice. He stepped to his left and then shifted to his right, setting Alex Killorn 
stumbling. He offered up the same treatment to Brayden Point, who was 
forced to watch as the smooth-skating winger swept by him down the 
right wing. All-world defender Victor Hedman was next — Nylander 
switched it up for him, faking a shot and instead curling around the net, 
dropping the puck off for Tavares, posted up behind the goal line. 

The captain followed his lead, a feint and a curlback of his own sending 
Erik Cernak to the ice, opening up enough space for Tavares to whip the 
puck to a wide-open Morgan Rielly. Quick shot, puck buried, game level. 

It was the type of moment the Maple Leafs faithful had been waiting for 
from Tavares, the type of dynamic sequence from No. 91 that had 
seemed lost through the first four games of this series. But staring down 
this pivotal Game 5 earlier Tuesday, Keefe was unwavering in his belief 
in the captain. 

“John’s time is going to come,” he’d said then. By the end of the night, 
he’d proved prophetic. 

Still, the boys in blue weren’t done. 

A minute later, Nylander — who came into this game feeling the heat for 
a lacklustre forecheck the hockey world labelled as character-defining, 
who had his mettle doubted despite ranking as his team’s post-season 
scoring leader dating back to last year, who’d been building up to a 
marquee moment all along — came up clutch. 

Taking a pass from Ilya Mikheyev in the Bolts’ zone, the arena crew still 
announcing Rielly’s goal overhead, Nylander corralled the puck, opened 
up, and wired a no-doubter past Vasilevskiy’s glove, the shot clanking off 
the post and in like an audible exclamation mark. From 0-2 to 3-2. 

If those on the outside of the Maple Leafs dressing room were surprised 
to see the two most-maligned members of the club’s core four lead the 
charge back on this night, they were the only ones. Inside the room, 
there was no doubt about what their second wave of stars is capable of. 

Resident veteran Spezza, who’s seen plenty of the game’s best do their 
thing over his decades in the league, was making it clear for anyone who 
would listen just last month, the night Nylander broke his career-best 
goals mark. 

“We all know that when he’s on his game, he’s tough to stop,” the 38-
year-old had said then. Tuesday night, Nylander proved him right. 

Matthews says Maple Leafs must 'finish the job' after winning Game 5 
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It was far from a two-man effort, though. Go down the list and the names 
comprising the home side played their part in the comeback effort. 
Tavares and Nylander grabbed hold of that boulder and started pushing it 
up the hill. But the team around them joined in, laid hands on it and threw 
their weight into it too. The fourth line, the third, Jack Campbell giving 
them every chance from the cage. 

And when the defending champions showed some fight of their own, 
getting a goal from Ryan McDonagh midway through the third to pull 
things back level, it was Matthews and Marner who finished the job, 
connecting on a two-on-one tally that had the Scotiabank Arena crowd in 
such a frenzy, the ground shook. 

“It’s everything that you’re looking for,” Keefe said of his core four’s 
performances once the dust had settled on the victory. “It’s a key time, 
right? The hardest time of year. Against the back-to-back champs. 

“That’s what you’re looking for in big games like this. You need your best 
people to step up and make a difference. They certainly did that.” 

On the wrong side of this series’ first comeback win, Stamkos 
begrudgingly conceded the same. 

“They got big ones from them tonight.” 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 
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As is the case with so much of the post-season, though, the true weight 
of this moment will be determined by what happens next. 

The Maple Leafs’ playoff ghosts still hover just overhead, even after a 
night in which they played with heart. The true test still looms, as the club 
gets set to march into Amalie Arena for Game 6 on Thursday looking to 
hand the Bolts their first consecutive loss of this sterling two-year 
championship run. 

A Game 5 win and a series lead make the task at hand no more 
daunting. But the hope for those watching from afar is that Tuesday’s 
victory will be looked back on not as a stepping stone to another bout of 
heartbreak, but as the night these Maple Leafs finally learned to fight 
back. 

“They’re a good hockey team over there. We know they’re going to want 
to respond and want to push, so we’re going to have to understand that 
more is going to be required,” Tavares said of where his team must go 
from here. 

“And we’ve got to keep digging in — as a team, individually — to find 
more. To play at that level. Understanding how difficult it’s going to be to 
get it done.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers face elimination after giving worst effort of series in 
most important game 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspecMay 11, 2022, 2:42 AM 

 

EDMONTON  — Hockey’s most staunch cliché decrees that you’ve got 
to play the whole 60 to win in the playoffs.  

The Edmonton Oilers tried to win a playoff game on about 15 minutes of 
hockey that you — that they — would consider adequate for the 
occasion, and in the end they got exactly what they deserved. And so did 
the Los Angeles Kings.  

Adrian Kempe scored at 1:12 of an overtime session to give L.A. a 5-4 
victory and a 3-2 series lead over an Edmonton team for whom the 
moment appeared to simply be too big in Game 5.  

“We haven't brought our best game yet,” said Oilers captain Connor 
McDavid who carried his mates to a third period comeback with a goal 
and two primary assists on the night. “They’re a good team… so it'll take 
a complete game to beat them. And we haven’t brought that yet.”  

Was McDavid inferring that too many of his teammates were no-shows? 
We would doubt that’s what he meant, though he’d be spot on if he had.  

Oilers' slow start overshadows heroic comeback attempt in Game 5 loss 
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Even Leon Draisaitl — who is either sick, injured, or both — saved his 
impact for two third period goals, but was not a relevant player in the 
opening 40 minutes or overtime. As for the rest of the group, there were 
too many passengers here even for the great McDavid to lug over the 
finish line.  

“As the game wore on, we found more and more players,” offered head 
coach Jay Woodcroft. “Being down early, proved too difficult a hill to 
climb.”  

Did the Edmonton Oilers choke?  

That might be giving the Kings the short shift, as they had a lot to do with 
the Oilers' part-time performance. But we’ll say this: An Oilers team that 
had the series in their palm — at home for a series-shifting Game 5 — 

spit the bit big-time here, coming up microscopically small in a moment 
that required much, much more than what McDavid's team offered on 
Tuesday night.  

“We just got outskated early on,” assessed Draisaitl. “Once we found our 
legs it was a lot better for us. But yeah, five goals against obviously isn’t 
gonna cut it.”  

It was an extra session in which the Oilers never gained meaningful 
possession of the puck, as Kempe buzzed past Duncan Keith and beat 
Mike Smith, who was only OK in this game, a step down from his 
previous playoff work.  

Kings' Kempe drives to the net to score overtime winner vs. Oilers 
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The Kings lead this series 3-2 heading home to Los Angeles, and have to 
be feeling great about themselves this morning.  

The Oilers, on the other hand, are due a long look in the mirror to figure 
out how they could trot out their worst effort of the series in the most 
important game.  

Sure, Edmonton forged a heroic third-period comeback to force overtime. 
But that final score is deceiving — the Kings were the better team for 
more than just the lion’s share of this one.  

“We scored four tonight. That needs to be enough in a playoff game,” 
McDavid said. “Obviously it’s not. We’ve got to keep the puck out of our 
net.”  

Somehow, the Oilers have now lost five straight playoff games in which 
Draisaitl and McDavid each score a goal.  

It was the first overtime game of the series, and just the fourth time in 
Round 1 across the NHL. But it was how this game reached extra time 
that had a sold out Rogers Place apoplectic, a comeback for the ages on 
a night where the home side didn’t look like it had the gumption for 
anything nearly this dramatic.  

After a thoroughly disappointing opening 40 minutes, Edmonton scored 
three times while surrendering a goal, as Draisaitl cashed at 12:33 
(shorthanded) and 15:08 to tie the game. Woodcroft went to the whip on 
his top players, pairing Draisaitl and McDavid throughout the frame, and 
the duo got Edmonton into an overtime they had no business reaching.  

How do Oilers recover after overtime collapse in Game 5? 
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After 40 minutes the score was 3-1 for the Kings, and they led the shots 
on goal 25-14, too. That’s right, in a game that would define their season, 
this high-powered machine that combined for 14 goals in Games 2 and 3 
had that many shots on net through 40 minutes.  

“It's disappointing,” said McDavid. “Obviously, (you) never like to lose. 
But they give you seven games for a reason and we need to go get one 
on the road and bring it back to Edmonton.”  

We can debate whether the Oilers choked in Game 5, or whether the 
Kings should get more credit than that.  

But unless Edmonton puts together a two-game winning streak, starting 
Thursday in L.A., the ‘C’ word will define this series and this team.  

You can’t lose again, to another team that finished below you in the 
standings, and call it anything else. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Takeaways: Kaprizov shines, but 
Tarasenko steals the show 

 

Vladimir Tarasenko scored three goals in the third period to lift the St. 
Louis Blues to a 5-2 win over the Minnesota Wild in Game 5 to take a 3-2 
series lead. 

Emily Sadler@EmmySadlerMay 11, 2022, 8:28 AM 

 

    2 

Every time he’s on the ice, it’s nearly impossible to take your eyes off 
Minnesota Wild forward Kirill Kaprizov. It doesn’t matter if he’s skating 
circles around defenders or simply navigating a zone exit – every stride 
shows why he’s such a special player. And in the first period of Tuesday 
night’s Game 5 against the St. Louis Blues, it was his shot that had the 
hockey world in awe: 

Kaprizov fires it top shelf past Binnington with wildly quick release 
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Kaprizov scored a pair of power-play goals just four minutes apart on 
Tuesday, making Minnesota hockey history in the process. His first goal 
of the night saw him set a new franchise record for the most goals in a 
single series. 

Kaprizov has wasted no time setting multiple franchise records since 
joining the Wild as a rookie last season. This year saw him set new team 
standards for goals (47), assists (61), and points (108) in a single 
season. He also now currently holds the league lead in goals this post-
season. 

Unfortunately for Minnesota, Kaprizov’s pair of first-period goals were the 
only pucks anyone could manage to put past Blues netminder Jordan 
Binnington, whose 30-save performance backstopped St. Louis to a 5-2 
victory and a 3-2 series lead. 

Kaprizov owned the first period against the Blues, but the third frame – 
and as a result, the whole game – belonged to Vladimir Tarasenko. With 
the game tied 2-2 after two, Tarasenko took matters into his own hands 
early in the third period with two goals in 68 seconds, followed by a third 
to seal the victory and his second career playoff hat trick. 

Blues' Tarasenko completes second career playoff hat trick vs. Wild 
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The Blues have an opportunity to eliminate the Wild on Thursday night. 

FIRST OVERALL PICKS DAZZLE ON DRAFT LOTTERY NIGHT 

On the night when the first overall selection for the upcoming 2022 NHL 
Draft took centre stage as 16 non-playoff teams tried their lottery luck, it 
was only fitting that we should see some previous No. 1 overall picks 
shine in the post-season spotlight. 

Game 5 between the Tampa Bay Lightning and Toronto Maple Leafs 
featured a trio of first overall picks, and all three were at their best 
Tuesday night. 

First, 2008 top pick Steven Stamkos opened the scoring five minutes into 
Game 5 against the Leafs, the first of two Lightning goals scored in the 
span of less than a minute. 

Then, John Tavares (2009) got the Maple Leafs on the board early in the 
second before assisting on the game-tying goal early in the third to spark 
some life in the Leafs. 

And the game-winner? That was scored by 2016 lottery pick Auston 
Matthews, who made it 4-3 to secure the Game 5 victory and gain a 3-2 
series lead. 

Three other first-overall picks suited up Tuesday night: Taylor Hall (2010) 
assisted on Boston’s lone Game 5 goal in a losing effort against Carolina; 
Marc-Andre Fleury (2003) made 27 saves against the Blues but 
ultimately lost the match; and as for 2015 lottery pick Connor 
McDavid…? The Edmonton Oilers star put on a highlight-reel show 
seemingly on-demand in the third period to jump-start a remarkable 
comeback to push for overtime in the eventual Game 5 loss to the Los 
Angeles Kings.   

McDavid roofs slick backhand past Kings' Quick for powerplay goal 
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BRIND’AMOUR’S BELIEF REWARDED WITH REBOUND WIN 

Momentum can be a slippery thing in the playoffs – just ask the Boston 
Bruins. They did everything right in Sunday’s Game 4 to even up the 
series at home, delivering a demoralizing blow to Carolina that had the 
Hurricanes looking like a fractured squad. 

Would we see lineup changes? Surely, head coach Rod Brind’Amour 
would make some alterations to avoid a similar fate in Tuesday’s Game 
5. 

Nope. The bench boss stood his ground, goalie and all, and played the 
same lineup with very different results. The team we saw hit the ice in 
Carolina on Tuesday night looked like the club we should’ve seen two 
days ago: Hard-pressing offence, punishing defence, and – perhaps 
most importantly – keeping their emotions in check and staying out of the 
penalty box. Carolina took just three penalties on this night (compared to 
nine Sunday) and didn’t give up any shorthanded goals. 

This series now heads back to Boston, and if the first five games are any 
indication perhaps we should brace for a Bruins win – after all, the home 
team has won all five games of this series so far. 

JARVIS GETS THE GOOD BOUNCES THIS TIME 

There are gorgeous goals, there are ugly goals, and then there’s this 
goal, credited to Seth Jarvis to give the Hurricanes a 3-0 lead late in the 
second period of Tuesday’s Game 5 against the Bruins: 

Jarvis credited with weird goal after puck takes two strange bounces 
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You know what they say: “They don’t ask how, they just ask how 
many…” 

Only, in this case, we really are asking how that puck went in – and 
Jarvis, too, was clearly confounded by the bounces. 

“I don’t know,” he said with a laugh when asked to describe the marker 
post-game. “A lot of things had to go right for that to even happen.” 

He said he was actually trying to make a pass, but that instead, “yeah, I 
think the d-man shot my stick, with the puck on my stick, went off 
someone’s foot, alley-ooped over the goalie into the corner … I’ll take 
that any day of the week.” 

Jarvis also opened the third-period scoring to make it 4-0 with a power-
play marker that once again wasn’t built for the highlight reel but 
definitely showed why he so quickly became a fan favourite in Carolina 
this year. 

Jarvis, 20, now has three goals in his rookie playoff campaign. 

When you think about it, the Puck Luck Gods kind of owed Jarvis these 
good bounces after the, uh, not so friendly bounce he took in Game 4. 
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TSN.CA / Spezza's speech sets table for Leafs core to get over playoff 
hump 

 

Mark Masters 

 

TSN Toronto Reporter Mark Masters reports on the Maple Leafs, who 
held a team meeting at Ford Performance Centre on Wednesday before 
flying to Tampa ahead of Thursday’s Game 6 matchup.  

With the Leafs trailing the Tampa Bay Lightning 2-0 after a lacklustre first 
period in Game 5 on Tuesday night, Jason Spezza spoke up in the 
dressing room.  

"Just felt like it was needed at the time and just speaking from the heart," 
the 38-year-old forward said.  

Spezza, who was playing in his 95th Stanley Cup playoff game, didn't 
want to reveal what specifically he said, but there's no doubt it resonated.  

"He let us know what we needed to do," said winger Michael Bunting, 
"and then he was also very positive and talked about the group we had in 
here. It was a great speech and got us all going." 

"We talked in between periods about digging in and needing more," said 
centre John Tavares. "Less about the Xs and Os and more about finding 
another level ... Spezz really spoke well and I think everyone, as a group, 
understood that as each game passes by the margin for error gets 
smaller and smaller." 

The Leafs roared back, eventually winning 4-3 to take a 3-2 series lead in 
the best-of-seven first-round affair.  

"Loved the response," said Spezza, who is seeking his first Stanley Cup 
ring while playing in his 19th NHL season. "There was great desperation 
from our group. We recognized the situation we were in and had a good 
pushback." 

Spezza's speech was only the latest passion play by the savvy veteran. 
In the 2020 bubble series against the Columbus Blue Jackets, Spezza 
dropped the gloves with Dean Kukan in Game 4 before Toronto rallied 
from 3-0 down to extend the series. Last year in the series against 
Montreal, Spezza produced three goals, including a third-period tally in 
Game 6, which helped Toronto force overtime.  

"He has been through a lot and has seen a lot," said coach Sheldon 
Keefe. "He also knows that he doesn't have a lot of time left. He is all in. 
He is all in when he gets his chance and his opportunity, but he is also 
all-in on trying to push the others to try to get to where we need to get to. 
He is doing everything that he can to try to will our team to success." 

Spezza was a healthy scratch in the first two games of the series so 
Tuesday's tilt was the Toronto native's first real home playoff game for 
his hometown team.  

"It was special," he said of the atmosphere. "I think when you leave the 
rink after a night like that and you see the city behind us, I think that 
should fuel you to want to play more hockey games." 

In the first period a fan was shown on the video board holding a sign that 
read: "Do it for Spezza!" That was greeted by a big cheer.  

"I appreciate the support of the city," Spezza said. "We all want to win. 
We're all here fighting together. We've worked really hard to get 
ourselves in a position to be in the playoffs and now that we're here we 
can't let the moment slip away."  

     : @MarkHMasters https://t.co/MkgzkQj3Ns 
pic.twitter.com/dLR9GJ1kIz 

    — JayOnSC (@JayOnSC) May 11, 2022 

A 3-1 lead slipped away last year against the underdog Canadiens. In 
2019, a year before Spezza signed a league-minimum deal to come 
home, the Leafs squandered a 3-2 lead against the Boston Bruins.  

"It has obviously been a challenge for us to close out series," Keefe 
acknowledged, "but it is one that we believe our team has worked for all 
season and has had that attitude to rise to challenges. There are a lot of 
different things along the way, but the one last night — in terms of 
perseverance, sticking with it, stepping up in big moments and not being 
denied — sets the table for us to have the confidence to finish this." 

Auston Matthews, Morgan Rielly, Mitch Marner and William Nylander – 
the four players involved in each of the five previous opening-round 
losses – all figured prominently in the Game 5 win. Matthews, Rielly and 
Nylander scored while Marner set up the game-winning goal.  

Toronto's core is now one win away, again, to changing the narrative and 
showing they do have a killer instinct.  

"Until you do it, I don't think anybody has it," Spezza said. "You try to 
learn from the mistakes of the past. That's what we're doing as a group, 
but we're also a different group and guys are at different points of their 
careers, guys have matured and also we have different players in the 
room. 

"This is a new version of the Toronto Maple Leafs. We're trying to move 
forward." 

'Speaking from the heart': Spezza's intermission speech sparks Leafs 

After falling behind 2-0 and playing a dismal first period, veteran Jason 
Spezza gave a speech to the Leafs players that fueled their comeback in 
Game 5 against the Lightning. 'When he talks, everybody listens', said 
Jack Campbell before the Leafs flew out to Tampa on Wednesday. 

--- 

Before delivering a speech to the team at the first intermission, Spezza 
shared some words with Jack Campbell during a television timeout.  

"He's such a leader for everybody and when he talks everybody listens," 
Campbell said. "Personally, there, I listened." 

What was said?  

"It was between Jason and I." 

    Spezza went to Campbell after the 2nd goal to try and calm him down. 
pic.twitter.com/T14n7vqI43 

    — alberto (@twistedleafs) May 11, 2022 

Campbell made some big saves in the first period to hold the game at 2-0 
and then stopped 20 of 21 shots over the final two periods.  

"He's learning that there's games within games and those two goals, 
there's nothing he can do," Spezza said. "He really calmed himself down 
and was phenomenal for us and gave us a chance. The reason that we 
win that game is Jack Campbell." 

Campbell struck a confident tone when asked how he and the team are 
handling the momentum swings of the series.  

"I'd say a 3-2 series lead is pretty good," he said. "They're a really good 
team over there so there's obviously going to be highs and lows but we're 
doing a good job as a team to keep bouncing back and moving forward." 

Campbell has posted an .895 save percentage, which is better than 
counterpart Andrei Vasilevskiy, who's at .880. But Vasilevskiy has earned 
two Stanley Cup rings over the last two seasons while Campbell remains 
unproven in the biggest moments.  

"This group's special," Campbell stressed. "Last night's a huge step and 
looking to take that next step tomorrow night." 

Campbell wasn't happy with the first goal he allowed in the Game 7 loss 
to Montreal last year and has been working his way back to this moment.  

"A lot of adversity in the playoffs, especially over the years," Campbell 
said, "but we're focused on right now and I think the win last night really 
sparked our group and gave us a load of confidence." 
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Campbell finished Ozark and now turns attention to finishing Lightning 

After finishing the highly popular show Ozark, Maple Leafs goaltender 
Jack Campbell is now focused on taking the 'next step' and finishing the 
Lightning off in Game 6 on Thursday night. 

Campbell was the only Leaf who played Tuesday night that also took the 
ice on Wednesday morning. He did some drills with goalie coach Steve 
Briere, who fired pucks through a couple mannequins.  

"I just have my routines and there's a few things [to work on]," Campbell 
said. "Mainly just to see some pucks."  

    Hours after that emotional Game 5 win, Jack Campbell and goalie 
coach Steve Briere are back at work 

    Team travels to Tampa this afternoon pic.twitter.com/d61Jv7xMf0 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 11, 2022 

--- 

Bunting was named a finalist for the Calder Trophy on Wednesday.  

"It definitely feels good," the Scarborough, Ont., native said. "It was a lot 
of fun this season and I had a lot of success, but more worried about the 
playoffs and tomorrow's game." 

A late-blooming winger, the 26-year-old had only played 26 NHL games 
before signing with his hometown team in the summer.  

"The second he signed here, he was in the building every day putting the 
work in," Spezza said. "It's not by mistake that he had the year that he 
had." 

Bunting started in a depth role, but soon worked his way up to the top 
line with Matthews and Marner. How?  

"Determination," Spezza said. "He realizes how hard it is probably more 
than anyone here. He spent a lot of time in the minors working to get to 
this point and then when he got that opportunity it was his and he didn't 
want to let it go." 

Bunting led all rookies with 63 points. He finished tied with Nashville's 
Tanner Jeannot for the rookie lead in even-strength goals (21).  

"My attitude is to keep it going and keep grinding away and having belief 
in my skill," Bunting said. "It's been quite the journey to get to the NHL for 
me and I was able to make it and solidify myself. I just kept that same 
attitude every single day." 

The connection between Bunting, Matthews and Marner also extended 
off the ice.  

"We hang out a lot," Bunting said. "We have that friendship so we're 
open to talk to each other and let each other know about things we want 
to see and stuff like that. That goes a long way." 

    Bunting's view of the Matthews GWG? 

    "I actually didn’t even see the goal. I think I got hit & my head was 
facing the ice. As I looked up, he was putting it in. I had to look at the 
replay at how Mitch made a nice play off the pad. All the adrenaline was 
rushing through everyone" https://t.co/jwYtOP4QQq 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 11, 2022 

Bunting missed the final three games of the regular season and Game 1 
against the Lightning due to an undisclosed injury. He was demoted to 
the fourth line during the games in Tampa, but was back with the big 
boys on Tuesday night.  

"I feel like every single game I'm getting my legs under me," Bunting said. 
"I'm getting caught up to the speed and stuff like that. Each game I'm just 
progressing and progressing to get my game back. I'm really happy with 
where I'm at." 

'A guy that just brings it every night': Bunting named Calder finalist 

Maple Leafs left-winger Michael Bunting is one of the finalists for the 
Calder Trophy. Bunting led all rookies with 23 goals and 40 assists to 
help power a Leafs offence that ranked second in the NHL with 315 
goals. 

--- 

Bunting helped the NHL's top-ranked power play get more chances this 
season. He finished tied for third overall in drawn penalties.  

Bunting likes to trash talk on the ice and isn't afraid to mix it up with the 
opposition. He certainly seems to be on the radar of Tampa Bay's Pat 
Maroon, who skated close to Bunting along the red line during the 
warmup for Game 5.  

"Just standing there and just getting focused and getting ready for the 
game and he was doing his own thing," Bunting said. "So, yeah, didn't 
really get into my head. I didn't really acknowledge it." 

    — Mark Masters (@markhmasters) May 10, 2022 

--- 

Tavares broke through with his first goal of the series on the power play 
on Tuesday night and also made a great play to set up a Rielly goal in 
four-on-four play.  

Tavares still hasn't registered a point in five-on-five play in the series.  

"He's our guy," said Matthews. "I don't think that stuff really rattles him. 
He wants to produce like we all do. We want to score, but the little things 
that he's been doing for us ... gaining momentum for our team, that's 
what he does for us. It's what he's done for us all season and that's why 
he's our captain."  

"I'm not going to cut corners and cheat for offence," Tavares said. "I 
understand the game I need to play and it being a long series and 
staying with it. I would have liked maybe some better looks in some of 
the other games, but I still feel good about certain things and some habits 
and parts of my game." 

"He brings it every day," said Campbell. "It's inspirational how committed 
he is to the game and to be the best player he can be."  

A scary injury in Game 1 against Montreal last year robbed Tavares of a 
playoff run and made Tuesday's win all the more meaningful.  

"There's nothing better than that," the 31-year-old captain said. "That's a 
helluva hockey game. Two good teams going at it, back and forth, and 
happy to be on the right side of it. Enjoy it for a quick second, but got to 
refocus and recover here and get ready for a big one." 

Tavares: 'I’m not going to cut corners and cheat for offence' 

After scoring his first goal of the playoffs on Tuesday night, Maple Leafs 
captain John Tavares says that it was nice to contribute and he just has 
to 'stay with it and keep doing my job.' 

--- 

The game-winning goal came via a two-on-one rush. The direct pass 
wasn't available so Marner shot it off the pad of Vasilevskiy, which 
allowed the rebound to come right to Matthews.  

"He's such a special player that any time he's got the puck I just try and 
get open or try to anticipate it's coming to me because he can find ways 
that not a lot of people can to get me the puck," Matthews said. "Just an 
unbelievable IQ play by him and I had the whole net to shoot at." 

It seems like a simple play, but it's not.  

"I'd say it's pretty tough to get the right speed on the shot for it to land 
that flat for Auston," Campbell said. "Just a heck of a play." 

Matthews, Marner finally have their defining playoff moment in Leafs' 
pivotal Game 5 win 

After coming back to win a pivotal Game 5, the TSN Hockey panel 
explains how Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner finally had the defining 
playoff moment they've been waiting for when the game was on the line, 
praises the physicality Matthews played with in a complete effort, and 
discusses William Nylander's impressive bounce back performance. 

---  

The Leafs are scheduled to skate at Amalie Arena on Thursday at 11:30 
am. 
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USA TODAY / Sidney Crosby knocked out of Game 5 as Penguins fall to 
Rangers in potential playoff series clincher 

 

Jace Evans 

 

Sidney Crosby exited Wednesday night's playoff game against the New 
York Rangers after taking a hard hit and never returned. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins captain exited the contest for good with 6:50 to 
go in the second period after absorbing a hard hit by Rangers 
defenseman Jacob Trouba.  

Pittsburgh was leading 2-0 in the potential closeout game when Crosby 
was forced to the locker room. Things unraveled in his absence. 

The Rangers stormed back with three goals in a span of 2:42 to take a 3-
2 lead in the second period. The Penguins, however, needed just 13 
seconds to equalize at 3-3.  

Filip Chytil gave the Rangers the lead 2:53 into the third period and they 
added an empty netter to win 5-3 and force a Game 6 back in Pittsburgh. 
The Penguins still lead the series 3-2.  

But now there are questions about Crosby's availability.  

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan did not reveal much postgame, other than 
saying Crosby was being evaluated for an upper-body injury. Sullivan 
heavily implied that he was not a fan of the hit.  

"Did you see the hit? You probably have the same opinion I do," Sullivan 
said when asked about the play by reporters.  

As he normally is, Crosby was a driving force in the Penguins seizing a 
3-1 series lead. The 34-year-old, three-time Stanley Cup champion 
recorded two goals and seven assists in the first four games of the 
series.  

Game 6 is Friday night in Pittsburgh with the Penguins seeking their first 
series victory since 2018. All eyes will be on the health status of their 
long-time superstar. 

Panthers 5, Capitals 3 

SUNRISE, Fla. – Carter Verhaeghe set a Florida postseason record with 
a five-point night, and the Florida Panthers escaped a three-goal deficit 
to beat the Washington Capitals 5-3 and take a 3-2 lead in an Eastern 
Conference first-round series Wednesday night. 

Sergei Bobrovsky stopped 28 shots for Florida, which trailed 3-0 in the 
second period. Verhaeghe had two goals and three assists for the 
Panthers. 

Patric Hornqvist, Claude Giroux and Sam Reinhart also scored for the 
Panthers, and Aleksander Barkov had two assists. 

T.J. Oshie scored twice for Washington, which also got a goal from Justin 
Schultz and two assists from Evgeny Kuznetsov. Ilya Samsonov stopped 
33 shots. 

Verhaeghe broke the Panthers’ playoff scoring record that Ray Sheppard 
set on a four-point night back on April 22, 1996 – which remains the last, 
and only, season in which the Panthers won a playoff series. 

They can change that Friday, when Game 6 is played in Washington. 
Game 7, if necessary, would be back at Florida on Sunday.   

– Associated Press 

Flames 3, Stars 1 

CALGARY, Alberta – Mikael Backlund, Andrew Mangiapane and Trevor 
Lewis all scored in the third period, leading Calgary over Dallas to take a 
3-2 lead in their first-round playoff series. 

Jacob Markstrom made 20 saves for the Flames, who can win the series 
Saturday in Dallas. If necessary, Game 7 would be back in Calgary on 
Sunday. 

Jason Robertson scored the lone goal for Dallas, and Jake Oettinger 
stopped 29 shots. 
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