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For Hurricanes, Game 7 with Bruins could be dream finish or nightmarish end

By Chip Alexander 

Nino Niederreiter relishes the thought of being in a Game 7 
in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

“As a kid you dream about playing these games,” the 
Carolina Hurricanes forward said Thursday night. 

The Game 7 part, for sure. Legends and heroes can be 
made in Game 7’s. Just ask Justin Williams. 

But it’s doubtful that a part of Niederreiter’s dream, or any 
kid’s dream, would go like this: 

Win the first two games of a best-of-seven series at home, 
with the idea of perhaps finishing things off quickly and 
neatly. Then, lose three of the next four games. Then, be 
backed into the position of having to win Game 7 at home to 
prevent what would be a horribly depressing end to what has 
been a special, record-breaking season. 

“No,” Niederreiter said. “But at end of the day, Game 7, 
there’s nothing like it.” 

The Canes did not want to be in this position, not after 
winning the first two games over the Boston Bruins at PNC 
Arena, both in impressive fashion. After another win in Game 
5, they had the opportunity to come into TD Garden and fully 
exorcise the demons from past playoffs with Boston and put 
that all behind them. 

But that Bruins demon who wears No. 63, Brad Marchand, 
wouldn’t let it happen. The Bruins’ proud captain, Patrice 
Bergeron, wouldn’t let it happen. The Bruins took their best 
shot, as a team, on Thursday and it was more than enough 
in a 5-2 win that squared the series 3-3. 

The Bruins now are headed to Raleigh confident they can 
win one more game and the series, well aware PNC Arena 
will be rocking again, aware the Canes are a tough, proud 
team. 

The Hurricanes had a complete-game victory in Game 5. 
Everyone did their part. But it was just the reverse Thursday 
as the lineup moves made by Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy 
clicked and special teams were a difference. 

The Canes did dodge one potential nightmare when 
Sebastian Aho was flattened on an open-ice hit by 
defenseman Charlie McAvoy. Aho was briefly down on the 
ice after the clean but hard hit, grabbing his helmet with both 
hands — a scary sight for the Canes. 

“We know how much he means to our team, but he’s a tough 
kid, a warrior,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. 

And Aho was OK. He popped up, skated to the bench and 
didn’t miss a shift. 

“It caught me off-guard,” Aho said. “It’s playoff hockey. You 
have to expect those.” 

Others pluses for the Canes in a tough loss: Andrei 
Svechnikov, who can be streaky good, scored twice. And 
goalie Antti Raanta made his share of tough saves until 
things became helter-skelter for the Canes in the third and 
he was under siege. Both could be difference-makers 
Saturday. 

The Canes, like many teams, have their slogans. There are 
T-shirts that have “Prove It” on them. There’s a sign in the 
locker room that says “Earn It.” 

All that’s good for motivation, but it comes into play in a 
Game 7, with everything riding on it. A team must prove it’s 
good enough, and earn it. 

Rod Brind’Amour has been a part of it, as a player and 
Canes captain and now as their head coach. He remembers 
the ultimate pressure of Game 7 against the Edmonton 
Oilers in 2006, with the Stanley Cup awaiting the winner that 
June night in Raleigh. 

“You don’t know how it’s going to work out, but the good 
news we have another game to play,” Brind’Amour said 
Thursday. 

The Canes, the Metropolitan Division winners, won more 
games and had more points this season than the 2006 
champs. They, too, believe they can contend for the Cup. 

But here they are, needing a Game 7 win to advance to the 
second round. 

“It’s Game 7 and anything can happen,” team captain Jordan 
Staal said Thursday. “We love playing at home in front of our 
fans and obviously a big boost for us.” 

But loud fans won’t be enough. The Canes will need to 
execute — as they like to say, play “their game.” 

“You need everybody,” Staal said. “You need everyone 
playing detailed hockey and eliminating your mistakes as 
best you can and just trusting in our game.” 
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Hurricanes had every chance to finish Bruins. Now, season comes down to that: chance 

By Luke DeCock 

This probably should have been over after four or five 
games, and it absolutely should have been over after six. 
The Carolina Hurricanes’ failure to take control of their own 
destiny has officially come back to haunt them. 

Their five-on-five dominance early in this series has now 
gone for naught. Their season now comes down to a single 
game. 

A single game Saturday in which anything can happen, in 
which the first six games of this series become all but 
meaningless, in which one bad bounce, one accidental error, 
can make 88 games of work moot. 

The Hurricanes had every chance to put the Boston Bruins 
away Thursday night, and now their present and future 
comes down to just that: chance. 

“We would have loved to have finished the job here,” 
Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “It is what it is. 
This is hockey. It’s the playoffs. We just have to go home 
and take care of the job.” 

That the Hurricanes have been virtually unassailable at 
home in this series may be a source of comfort, but it is 
scant comfort, at that. Certainly it’s better to be there than 
Boston, where the Hurricanes have engaged in any manner 
of self-sabotage, but they managed to introduce the grim 
spectre of an early elimination with this 5-2 loss when they 
easily could have avoided it entirely. 

For all of their issues in Boston, they were gifted the ultimate 
in gilt-edged chances, four early power plays including 
almost a full minute of two-man advantage. They did almost 
nothing with any of it, hitting the iron twice early but never 
truly threatening. Inevitably, the Bruins got the next power 
play and doubled their lead to 2-0. 

“At the end of the day, it’s got to be a goal,” Nino Niederreiter 
said. “Pretty simple. If you have a chance five-on-three in the 
playoffs, you’ve got to make them count. It kind of broke us a 
little.” 

There is one unassailable rule of special teams that applies 
at all times, but especially in the playoffs: Give up a shorty or 
fail to score on a five-on-three, and you’ve crossed the 
streams of fate and failure. 

Not that the Hurricanes were as good otherwise as they had 
been, even in the other games they lost in Boston. After a 

solid, scoreless first period, one bad line change by Tony 
DeAngelo led to an open look for Brad Marchand and the 
opening goal. The Bruins got a lucky bounce for their second 
on the power play. 

And when the Hurricanes did finally get on the board on 
Andrei Svechnikov’s goal early in the third, they got away 
from their game, their identity. Sebastian Aho’s bad night — 
on the wrong end of a crushing Charlie McAvoy hit early, 
several cringeworthy turnovers after that — got worse when 
he turned the puck over at the offensive blue line and the 
Bruins turned that into a sustained possession as the 
Hurricanes missed multiple chances to clear. It ended in an 
Erik Haula goal, to add insult to injury. 

“Kind of a tailspin in the third period,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “We had it right there. We just didn’t quite 
stick with it.” 

Throw in too many poor performances and passengers, from 
Aho to DeAngelo to Martin Necas — who Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour basically called out Thursday morning, as 
starkly as he ever will one of his own players — and the 
Hurricanes made all of it too hard on themselves. Necas 
ended up flipped with Max Domi in the third period, demoted 
to the fourth line. Even Svechnikov’s second goal was after 
matters were decided; only Antti Raanta was truly on his 
game for 60 minutes, and the Bruins might have scored 
seven or eight if he hadn’t been. 

“We had some guys that didn’t play well tonight,“ 
Brind’Amour said. “Let’s be blunt.” 

None of that was where the game was decided, though. 
Make no mistake: The failure to convert on the kind of 
opportunity that comes along on the road in the playoffs only 
once in a very great while had serious consequences. 

“You got to get a couple there,” Niederreiter said. 

It left the Hurricanes exactly where they did not want to be: 
Home, not to rest up for the next round, but for a Game 7 
against a newly confident Bruins team that has gone from 
shaken after Game 5 to seeing a light that wasn’t there 
before. 

Of course, take care of business at home, as the Hurricanes 
have three times already in this series, and all is forgotten 
and all is forgiven. But there is no margin for error now, not in 
a one-game series with everything on the line when it didn’t 
need to be. 
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Hurricanes can’t close out Bruins on the road as Boston forces Game 7 with 5-2 win 

By Chip Alexander  

It’s going to take seven. 

The Boston Bruins lived to play another day Thursday, 
topping the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 in Game 6 of their 
Stanley Cup playoff series to force a seventh and deciding 
game. 

Neither team has a win away from home and Game 7 will be 
played Saturday at PNC Arena in Raleigh. But, as Canes 
defenseman Ian Cole said Thursday morning, a Game 7 can 
be a fickle thing — a “coin flip,” Cole called it. 

It wasn’t hard to assess the Bruins victory this night at TD 
Garden. Boston won the special teams play, once defusing a 
Canes’ 5-on-3 power play. One of their best players, the ever 
dangerous Brad Marchand, delivered the biggest goal of the 
game. 

Charlie Coyle scored a power-play goal and added an assist 
while Marchand assisted on Coyle’s score for a two-point 
game. 

Andrei Svechnikov scored twice for the Canes, the second a 
power-play goal after the Bruins had rolled to a 5-1 lead. 

For the third time at TD Garden in the series, the Bruins had 
the better of the goaltending play. Jeremy Swayman stymied 
the Hurricanes for the most part while the Canes’ Antti 
Raanta was vulnerable. 

Svechnikov beat Swayman with a short-side shot at 3:24 of 
the third, pulling the Canes within 2-1. But it was soon a two-
game again. 

Defenseman Charlie McAvoy found Erik Haula open in the 
slot and Haula delivered for a 3-1 lead. When defenseman 
Derek Forbort scored on a shot from the slot, it was 4-1, and 
Curtis Lazar added an empty-net goal. 

The Bruins’ penalty killers were critical to the victory. 
Carolina couldn’t convert 54 seconds of a 5-on-3 advantage, 
overpassing or hesitating when shots were there. 

Seth Jarvis had a shot hit the crossbar and Nino Niederreiter 
hit a post — two near-misses that could have changed the 
game’s momentum — but the Canes’ power failure overall 
was telling. 

Raanta, rock solid in the Canes’ Game 5 win Tuesday, didn’t 
have a memorable 33rd birthday. He’ll likely get a chance to 
help the Canes win the series Saturday. 

Coyle’s power-play goal, which gave the Bruins a 2-0 lead, 
came off a bounce the Canes couldn’t seem to get Thursday. 
David Pastrnak’s shot was blocked by Cole but the puck 
landed near Coyle in the low slot for the quick shot and 
score. 

Haula’s goal was probably galling for the Canes. Carolina 
traded the center to the Florida Panthers in 2020 in the 
Vincent Trocheck deal, and Haula relished the goal 
Thursday. 
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Hurricanes treating Game 6 against Bruins as ‘absolute must-win,’ hope to avoid Game 7  

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole has two Stanley 
Cup rings, and knows a thing or two about what it takes to 
win a playoff series. 

His advice Thursday to the Canes: Win Game 6 against the 
Boston Bruins and avoid a Game 7, even if it would be back 
on home ice. Don’t take a chance, even with a 3-2 series 
lead. 

“In my mind, Game 7s are a little bit of a coin flip, Cole said. 
“We’re going to try and avoid that at all costs. Absolute must-
win and we’re going to match their level of desperation.” 

Neither team has a road win in the series. The Canes have 
been dominant at PNC Arena, outscoring the Bruins 15-4 in 
taking three wins, while the Bruins responded with home 
wins in Games 3 and 4. 

Carolina has scored four power-play goals while killing off 10 
of 11 penalties in their three home wins. The Bruins 
outscored the Canes 9-4 in winning two games at TD 
Garden, scoring four power-play goals while going 10-for-10 
on their penalty kill. 

Why such a home-ice series? 

“I don’t really have a good answer for that,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said Wednesday before the team’s flight to 
Boston. “Obviously (at PNC Arena) it’s pretty electric. I know 
there’s a definite boost that you get. I never thought home-
ice advantage was that big a deal. But when you get here (to 
PNC Arena) it certainly feels like there’s more electricity in 
the building.” 

Need more from Necas 

Brind’Amour didn’t single out Martin Necas, but he did have 
some interesting words to say about the forward when asked 
Thursday about his play in the playoffs. 

Necas had two assists in the first five games despite getting 
his fair share of ice time. He’s slated to start on the Vincent 
Trocheck line with Teuvo Teravainen in Game 6. 

“We expect more, for sure,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s been 
fine, but there’s more we’ve got to get out of him, for sure, if 
we’re going to advance because we need everybody to be at 
their best. You’re not going to beat this team unless you’ve 
got everybody going. He’s been OK, but I think there’s 
another level he can get to.” 

Necas, who will be restricted free agent in the offseason, had 
an inconsistent season and some modest offensive 

numbers: 14 goals and 40 points in 78 games. The former 
first-round draft pick had one goal in the last 16 games of the 
regular season, and has had four shots in the first five games 
of the Bruins series while trying to find other ways to 
contribute. 

“Everybody has got their role on the team and if you help on 
offense or defense, or block a shot or kill on the PK, it’s good 
for the team,” Necas said Thursday. 

What’s up with Freddie? 

With each passing day, the question is more pressing: When 
will goalie Frederik Andersen be healthy enough to return 
and play? 

Brind’Amour has been asked several times if Andersen, 
injured April 16 at Colorado, is close to returning or not so 
close to getting back. His answer has been the same: 
“Closer.” 

“He hasn’t had a full practice yet,” Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “Until that happens, I don’t expect him.” 

Keep it simple 

The Canes’ game plan for Thursday is a simple one: 
replicate their play from Tuesday in Game 5. 

“We got a lot of pucks to the net,” defeneseman Brady Skjei 
said. “Create some chaos. And we played strong 
defensively, so we’ve got to keep doing that.” 

The Canes had a series-high 38 shots in Game 5, and 
Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman allowed more rebounds than 
he did in the previous two games. 

Of note 

▪ With all the talk about the Canes’ Seth Jarvis scoring twice 
in Game 5 — and hitting the post with another attempt — the 
rookie forward also filled out the stat sheet quite nicely. 

Jarvis had a team-high eight shots, tied for the team high 
with four hits, led the Canes with four takeaways and blocked 
two shots. He also won one of his two faceoffs. 

▪ The Canes have gotten 17 points (four goals, 13 assists) 
from their defensemen in the series, a total second only to 
Colorado. 

▪ Teuvo Teravainen’s three assists in Game 5 were a career 
high in the playoffs. It also was the forward’s first three-point 
playoff game. 
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Hurricanes need more out of everyone after Bruins force Game 7 

By Sara Civian 

BOSTON — Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole, veteran of 
102 NHL playoff games and owner of two Stanley Cup titles, 
knows a thing or two about the postseason. 

So I was inclined to believe him when he labeled Game 6 as 
an “absolute must-win” after morning skate. 

“Well, in my mind, Game 7 is usually a bit of a coin flip,” he 
said. “So we’re going to try to avoid that at all costs. We’re 
going to try to win tonight, absolute-must win. We’re going to 
need to match their level of desperation. We’ve been talking 
about it, how desperate these teams are. We have been 
trying to bring that level of desperation every night, but we 
can certainly continue to ratchet that level up as we go.” 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour shook his head a bit when, 
after Cole’s answer, I asked him if Game 6 was a must-win. 

“We’re approaching it like it is,” he conceded. “This is as big 
a game as we’ve had all year.” 

You’d think Cole developed this aversion to Game 7s in any 
of the 101 playoff games prior to Thursday, but he’s actually 
haunted by a memory from his college days. The NCAA 
takes a one-and-done approach to the playoffs. 

“My sophomore year we were a really great team, No. 1 in 
the country,” said Cole, who played at Notre Dame. “We 
ended up losing to Bemidji State — a team we never should 
have lost to. But their goalie got hot, we hit a couple posts, 
they got a couple lucky goals, all of the sudden, the game’s 
over. A series, I think, is a really great way to figure out who 
the better team is, and the better team usually comes out on 
top. When it’s a one-and-done situation, anything can 
happen. We believe we’re the better team, and we want to 
win this game tonight and not give that Game 7 crapshoot 
opportunity to the Bruins.” 

Cole has appeared in six Game 7s in his NHL career — 
three wins and three losses. After a 5-2 loss Thursday due to 
the ongoing special teams battle and an uncharacteristically 
poor third period from the Canes, he will be appearing in a 
seventh. 

The crapshoot will not be avoided. At least the dealer’s from 
Raleigh. 

• Shoutout to Andrei Svechnikov for sort of, almost, but not 
quite ruining a clean talking point, and providing a bright spot 
heading into Game 7. His second goal of the game was on 
the power play, but it was also during garbage time when the 
Canes were already toast. I think the overarching point still 
stands: The Canes went 0-for-4 on their man advantage 
when they were still in it in the second period, including a 

five-on-three with zero shots on net. Minutes later, Charlie 
Coyle capitalized on a Bruins power play. It was a lucky 
bounce, sure, but see Cole’s earlier quote for how those tend 
to work. Seth Jarvis had an outstanding chance that wrung 
off the post during those four missed opportunities, and there 
were a few solid chances that Jeremy Swayman deftly 
saved. But that five-on-three was brutal. Not only was there 
too much passing, but the passes were not connecting. 

“It would have been nice to capitalize,” Brind’Amour said. 
“We had a couple of real good looks and didn’t get them. 
And then obviously on that five-on-three, we didn’t do it right. 
But we did have a good power play on the first one. We hit, I 
think, two crossbars, maybe three. But you’ve got to convert, 
and we didn’t. And they got that one where we made a 
mistake on the change, and they got it in the best player’s 
hands and he made us pay. And then we started chasing the 
game a little bit. Every mistake we made, it felt like they 
capitalized.” 

• And, what’s far more troubling? The Canes’ inability to 
connect on passes, inability to clear the puck (the Bruins 
kept capitalizing on this), and the telegraphed giveaways 
extended into even-strength play — especially in the third. 
“We had some guys who didn’t play well tonight,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Let’s just be blunt. If you play poorly here 
then you’re going to be in trouble. It was nice to see him get 
a couple, but we need everybody to be ready to roll next 
game.” 

• Unfortunately, that leads us to the play of Sebastian Aho. 
He’s been so consistently good these past few years that 
you notice when he’s bad. He just passed Brind’Amour for 
most playoff points in Hurricanes history, but he had zero 
Thursday. Matter of fact, he had zero shots in 18:10 time on 
ice. And it wasn’t just the lack of scoring. He lost his man on 
two of the Bruins’ most important goals, he had a few 
completely uncharacteristic turnovers and plucked passes. 
He was not himself Thursday, and maybe that bodes well for 
Game 7. However we want to spin it, Game 7 is huge for 
him. 

• At the same time, Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck 
logged more than that 18:10. Was that just a byproduct of a 
rare poor game from Aho, or did the Charlie McAvoy hit in 
the first period leave Aho a little more banged up than 
advertised? “Obviously a good hit by him,” Aho said. “It 
caught me kind of off guard. But yeah, it was a big hit. It is 
what it is. It’s playoff hockey. You’ve got to expect to have a 
couple of those.” 

“He came right back up,” Brind’Amour said. 

• Antti Raanta deserved better on his birthday.
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Hurricanes get off their game, lose Game 6 in Boston 

By Cory Lavalette  

BOSTON — The Hurricanes knew they couldn’t afford to 
lose the special teams battle in Thursday’s Game 6 in 
Boston. 

They did, and now they’ll return home for a do-or-die Game 7 
on Saturday at PNC Arena. 

Carolina’s power play went 1 for 6, not scoring until the game 
was already decided and squandering a 5-on-3 power play 
and four chances in all in the pivotal second period. Boston, 
meanwhile, used its power play to seize control of the game 
in a 5-2 Bruins win. 

“It was a little different after that,” Hurricanes captain Jordan 
Staal said of the team’s overall play after the failed 5-on-3. “I 
thought we should’ve done a better job sticking with our 
game and just being confident in what we do even 5-on-5, 
and we didn’t do that.” 

The Hurricanes found themselves in a 1-0 hole when Brad 
Marchand cleanly beat Antti Raanta (29 saves) with a shot 
from the wing 46 seconds into the second period. It was the 
first time Boston scored the opening goal in nine games 
against Carolina this season. 

“We made a mistake,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “A tough change and it got on the best player’s hands 
there, and he made us pay. And now we’re chasing the 
game a little bit.” 

The Hurricanes had their chances to get back into the game 
with four straight second period power plays. 

After both Seth Jarvis and Nino Niederreiter hit the crossbar 
behind Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman (23 saves) on the 
first man advantage, Carolina’s power play dried up. 

The Hurricanes got three more chances in the middle frame, 
including 53 seconds of 5-on-3 time, but managed just two 
shots on goal and didn’t get any on net during the two-man 
advantage. 

“You get a 5-on-3 there, it’s a big chance to score a goal,” 
Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho said. 

When the Bruins got their chance, they didn’t falter. 

With Carolina defenseman Brett Pesce in the box for holding 
at 16:58, David Pastrnak took a one-timer that was blocked 
by Aho but bounced right to Charlie Coyle for an easy tap in 
and a 2-0 lead at 18:04 that they took into the third period. 

“It’s a bounce here, bounce there, the game’s different,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s hockey. Their power play, they rip 
one, we block it and it goes right to their guy.” 

The Hurricanes got some hope early in the third when Andrei 
Svechnikov scored the first of his two third period goals at 
3:24 to halve Boston’s lead. But an Aho turnover gave the 
Bruins a prolonged shift in the Carolina end that ended with 
Erik Haula scoring on a redirection to make it 3-1. 

“They had that monster shift in the third when we got back in 
the game,” Brind’Amour said. “We had the puck like four 
times — not how we normally do things. That’s what you 
get.” 

A Derek Forbort goal at 10:43 sealed what probably should 
have been obvious coming into the game: This series will 
need a deciding Game 7 to see who advances to the second 
round. 

“The good news is we have another game to play,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

And the Hurricanes are already excited about it. 

“As a kid, you dream about playing these games,” 
Niederreiter said. “So I think it’s exciting for every single 
player to play these games — and make them count.” 

Notes: Aho took a heavy hit from Boston defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy near the midway point of the first period and 
never looked right after that, finishing with just one shot 
attempt and several uncharacteristic turnovers. … 
Svechnikov had the third two-goal playoff game of his career. 
He scored twice in his playoff debut at Washington in 2019 
and also had a hat trick in the NHL bubble against the 
Rangers. … Marchand was called for a four-minute penalty 
after spearing Jesperi Kotkaniemi in the third period. 
Marchand, one of the most disciplined players in NHL 
history, was suspended two games for spearing Tampa 
Bay’s Jake Dotchin in 2017. 
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By Cory Lavalette  

BOSTON — The first five games of the first round playoff 
series between the Bruins and Hurricanes have been won by 
the home team. But Thursday’s game in Boston will have a 
different feel: The Bruins face elimination, and there are 
rumblings that captain Patrice Bergeron could hang up his 
skates after this season. 

So not only have the Bruins gotten the best of the Hurricanes 
in Boston during this series, they will be playing with the 
desperation of a team that doesn’t want to see their season 
— and maybe their captain’s career — come to an end. 

1. One addition to the Hurricanes’ roster in the offseason 
knows the playoff grind all too well. 

Defenseman Ian Cole has won two Stanley Cups and played 
in 101 career playoff games, and he called Thursday’s Game 
6 a “must-win.” 

“In my mind, Game 7s are usually a bit of a coin flip,” he said 
following the morning skate. “So we’re gonna try to avoid that 
at all costs. We’re gonna try to win tonight, absolute must-
win, and we’re gonna need to match the level of 
desperation.” 

He’s been part of four games in which his team had a 
chance to eliminate its opponent in a Game 6, and Cole’s 
teams are 3-1 in those games. The one loss, to Ottawa when 
he was with Pittsburgh in 2017, was avenged in Game 7. 

2. Martin Necas scored in the regular season finale against 
New Jersey on April 28, but that’s his only goal in his last 21 
games. He has two points in the series, a secondary assist in 
Game 1 and an assist on an empty-net goal in Game 5. 

“We expect more, for sure,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said when asked of Necas’ performance 
through five playoff games. “He’s been fine, but there’s more 
we gotta get out of him if we’re going to advance. We need 
everybody to be at their best. You’re not going to beat this 
team unless you’ve got everyone going. So he’s been OK, 
but I think there’s another level he can get to.” 

Necas wouldn’t be the first player to feel the pressure of an 
ongoing contract negotiation, especially one in which the 
sides are likely far apart. Surely Necas and his agent will 
want to have the season he played in the AHL with Charlotte 
considered in his new deal — the 23-year-old has essentially 
played four years on his three-season entry-level contract. 

For now, the focus has to be on Game 6. 

“Everybody’s got their role in the team,” Necas said, “and if 
you can help in offense or defense or blocking a shot or kill 
the PK, make a play. … Everybody’s gotta do these little 
things that helps the team win. “ 

The “little thing” Necas is supposed to do is get on the 
scoresheet, but points have been hard to come by. 

“Of course I would like to be there,” Necas said. “Let’s see 
tonight.” 

3. The Hurricanes are getting closer to full health. 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday that goalie Frederik Andersen 
was still progressing in the right direction, and Jordan 
Martinook participated in the morning skate six days after 
being knocked out of Game 3. 

Martinook was not part of the line rushes and was on the ice 
well after his teammates finished up at TD Garden on 
Thursday, meaning he’s a likely scratch again for Game 6. 

“I haven’t talked to him since he’s come off (the ice), but he’s 
getting closer,” Brind’Amour said of Martinook. 

The fourth line has not yet scored a point in the series. 
Necas and Max Domi — who have both seen time on the 
line in the series —have two points through five games, but 
each got them playing off the fourth line. 

Martinook, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Derek Stepan have all 
been held without a point, and that trio has only combined for 
10 shots on goal in about 104 combined minutes of ice time. 
The Bruins’ fourth-liners have not produced either, but a goal 
from either team’s depth players could make a big difference 
in Game 6. 

4. Brind’Amour said the hardest part of his job is coming up 
with new ways to deliver his never-ending message of hard 
work. 

“If you’re not consistent, your guys are going all over the 
map,” he said. “But if you keep saying the same thing over 
and over, it goes in one ear and out the other. So that, to me, 
is the toughest part of the job, just trying to stay consistent in 
your message but trying to make it fresh. 

“So that’s kind of what I do in the afternoon (before games) 
too, is try to figure out how to do that. But at the end of the 
day, the guys know what they’re doing. And that’s why 
consistency is so important.” 

5. It looks like the Bruins will get Hampus Lindholm back for 
Game 6. He was knocked out of Game 2 on a huge check by 
Andrei Svechnikov, but eight days later he appears ready to 
go. 

Lindholm told the Boston Globe’s Matt Porter he had no 
issue with the Svechnikov hit, saying, “It’s the playoffs.” 

Lindholm and McAvoy will reunite on the top pair — they 
started the series together but were separated for Game 2. 
Matt Grzelcyk, who was the target of a Svechnikov body 
check leading up to Carolina’s first goal in Game 5, will come 
out of the lineup. Mike Reilly will stay in. 

Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy won’t start the night with the 
Perfection Line together, instead opting to have Jake 
DeBrusk up with Bergeron and Brad Marchand while David 
Pastrnak plays with Erik Haula and Taylor Hall. 

Don’t be surprised if Pastrnak rejoins his running mates if 
needed. 
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Canes fall in Boston (again), series headed to Game 7 

By Joe Giglio 

The Carolina Hurricanes are coming home, where they can’t 
lose, because they can’t win on the road. 

With a chance to close out the Boston Bruins on Thursday, 
the Canes lost 5-2 on the road in Game 6 to extend the first-
round Stanley Cup playoff series to a deciding Game 7 in 
Raleigh on Saturday. 

The home team has won every game in the series. The 
Canes hope that trend continues. 

The Canes’ special teams faltered in the pivotal second 
period on Thursday. Brad Marchand and Charlie Coyle 
scored in the second for the Bruins after the Canes went 0 
for 4 on the power play. 

The Canes had four chances on special teams, including a 
54-second stretch where they had a 5-on-3 advantage, but 
came away with no goals and only two shots. One of those 
shots hit the crossbar and the other hit the left post so 
Boston goalie Jeremy Swayman had some help but the 
Canes hurt themselves by coming up empty. 

After the Canes couldn’t score on special teams, Boston did. 
Coyle’s power-play goal at 18:04 pushed the Bruins’ lead to 
2-0. 

Marchand opened the scoring 46 seconds into the second 
period on a wrister from the right circle. Marchand caught the 
Canes in a line change and then beat Carolina goalie Antti 
Raanta on a breakaway. 

Carolina cut Boston’s lead to 2-1 on a goal by Andrei 
Svechnikov at 3:24 in the third period. Svechnikov finished a 
brilliant pass from Seth Jarvis. 

Just as hope was beginning to flicker for a Canes comeback, 
Erik Haula redirected a pass from Charlie McAvoy to make it 
3-1 at 7:08. Boston’s fourth line extended the lead to 4-1 with 
Derek Forbort’s goal at 10:43. 

After Boston added an empty-net goal, Svechnikov scored a 
power-play goal with 2:30 left in the game. 

The Canes last played a Game 7 in the first round of the 
2019 Stanley Cup playoffs, a 4-3 overtime win at 
Washington, but haven’t hosted a Game 7 since a 3-1 win 
over Edmonton in the 2006 Stanley Cup finals. 

Game 7 is scheduled for Saturday at PNC Arena. The time 
has not been set by the NHL. 
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Recap: Canes Special Teams Struggles Allow Boston To Force Game Seven 

By Walt Ruff  

BOSTON, MA. - The trend of success on home ice continued 
Thursday, as the Boston Bruins took a 5-2 victory over the 
Carolina Hurricanes at TD Garden. 

 Three Things 

1) More Special Teams Struggles 

After going 0/5 on the man advantage in both of the previous 
games at TD Garden this series, Carolina went 1/6 in their 
return trip. 

The lone power play tally came during the garbage minutes 
of the contest, with Andrei Svechnikov finding the back of the 
net when the game was already out of reach for Carolina, 
just 2:30 shy of the final horn. 

What transpired in the first four attempts of the evening was 
what will haunt the team, going 0/4 during a pivotal stretch in 
the contest. After a strong opening 20 minutes, Boston's 
Brad Marchand struck just 46 seconds into the middle frame. 
But then, over the next 9:50 of play, the Bruins took four 
penalties, providing the visiting side with more than enough 
opportunities to at minimum tie the contest. 

Including a 54 second five-on-three attempt, a lack of 
urgency and execution left Carolina with a zero beside their 
name on the scoreboard and the momentum shifting back to 
the opposition. 

2:08 after Boston's fourth consecutive kill, they bolstered 
their lead to a pair with a special teams goal of their own, 
ending a crucial portion of the outing in their favor. 

2) Mental Lapses 

In addition to another difficult night on special teams, 
Carolina also made several uncharacteristic errors over the 
course of the evening that resulted in Boston goals. 

The team finished with ten giveaways over 60 minutes, with 
both the Bruins first and third goals coming with aid from the 
Canes side. 

3) Another Strong Night For Raanta 

Don't let the score fool you, if not for Antti Raanta, the final 
result could have been 7-2 or 8-2, Boston. 

The netminder made several timely stops and received a 
multitude of praise from teammates and Rod Brind'Amour 
and for his efforts. 

Celebrating his 33rd birthday, Raanta stopped 29 of 33 over 
the course of the evening, including a breakaway denial on 
Craig Smith in the third. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on if special teams were the difference 
tonight... 

"That was a big part of it. I thought we had a really good first 
period, everything was fine. It would have been nice to 
capitalize; we had a couple real good looks. Obviously we 
didn't do the five-on-three right. We did have a good power 
play on the first one, we hit two crossbars, but you have to 
convert. Then they got one. We made a mistake. Tough 
change. Got it in their best players hands and then we were 
chasing the game a bit. It felt like every mistake we made, 
they capitalized." 

Jordan Staal offering his thoughts on the mental errors and 
how costly they became... 

"I think that's just us not us not trusting our game. It works. 
It's trying to do too much sometimes. Sometimes you try and 
push for a goal and maybe try and make that little extra play. 

Jaccob Slavin touching on the series going back to Raleigh 
for the deciding Game Seven... 

"We would have loved to finish the job here, but it is what it 
is. It's hockey. It's playoffs. We just have to go home and do 
the job. We go back home, we get the last change and that is 
an advantage, but we still have to come ready to play. We 
have confidence in our group and confidence in the way we 
play, we just have to go do it." 

What's Next? 

The Canes fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game. They 
are scheduled to practice Friday ahead of Saturday's Game 
Seven. 

Bonus Notes 

 Martin Necas led the team with five shots on goal 
and also recorded a primary assist on Svechnikov's 
second tally. 

 Nino Niederreiter had a team-high five hits. 
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Bruins defeat Hurricanes in Game 6, extend Eastern First Round series 

By Patrick Donnelly  

BOSTON -- Brad Marchand and Charlie Coyle each had a 
goal and an assist, helping the Boston Bruins tie their 
Eastern Conference First Round series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes with a 5-2 win in Game 6 at TD Garden on 
Thursday. 

Game 7 of the best-of-7 series is at Carolina on Saturday. 

Tomas Nosek had two assists, and Jeremy Swayman made 
23 saves for Boston, the first wild card from the East. 

"We've got to win now one road game," Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. "That's what's in front of us. We knew that 
when we started this series. ... This is what you play for. 
Guys should be excited. … But we'd play 'em on Mars if we 
had to. We just want to get after it. That's what it's all about. 
I'm sure they'd say the same thing." 

Andrei Svechnikov scored twice, and Antti Raanta made 29 
saves for Carolina, the No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

"Every mistake we made, it felt like they capitalized," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We got down, and 
instead of just sticking with it, we tried to do too much. 
Playing a team like that, they're going to make you pay when 
you make those kinds of mistakes." 

Marchand gave the Bruins a 1-0 lead 46 seconds into the 
second period with a wrist shot from the right face-off dot off 
a stretch pass from Connor Clifton to start the rush. 

Coyle extended it to 2-0 on the power play at 18:04 after 
getting to a loose puck in the slot after Hurricanes 
defenseman Ian Cole blocked David Pastrnak's one-timer. 

"You always want to help out and produce, but you just want 
to play the right way," Coyle said. "That's all it is, no matter 
who you're playing with. I think having the lineup that we've 
had, we're more familiar with one another. You can tell. We 
got a lot of contributions from different guys tonight. … We're 
just glad we got the job done." 

Svechnikov cut it to 2-1 at 3:24 of the third period with a wrist 
shot from the left face-off circle off a pass from Seth Jarvis. 

"I thought we should've done a better job sticking with our 
game and just being confident in what we do, even 5-on-5, 
and we didn't do that," Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. 
"It was kind of a tailspin, especially going into the third period 
where we had it right there. … Give them credit, they 
capitalized on their chances, and made it harder for us to get 
some shots and create some havoc. We'll have to find a way 
to get it done at home." 

Erik Haula made it 3-1 at 7:08, redirecting Charlie McAvoy's 
pass in the slot, and Derek Forbort pushed the lead to 4-1 at 
10:43 with a wrist shot from the left point after Raanta 
stopped Curtis Lazar's backhand with the paddle of his stick. 

Lazar scored into an empty net to make it 5-1 at 15:43, and 
Svechnikov cut it to 5-2 on the power play at 17:30. 

The Hurricanes went 0-for-4 on the power play, all in the 
second period, including a 5-on-3 for 53 seconds when 
Boston did not allow a shot on goal. Jarvis and Nino 
Niederreiter each hit the crossbar on Carolina's first power 
play. 

"You get a 5-on-3 there, and it's a big chance to obviously 
score a goal," Hurricanes forward Sebastian Aho said. "At 
the same time, we had some good looks with the two 
crossbars that almost brought us back. … It is what it is. 
We'll be better on the power play and 5-on-5 in the next 
game." 

Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm had one shot on goal 
and two blocked shots in a game-high 24:38 of ice time after 
missing three games. He sustained an upper-body injury on 
a hit from Svechnikov in Game 2. 

"It was great to be out there," Lindholm said. "Like I said this 
morning, watching hockey is not something I've ever been 
good at. So, super happy to be out there with the boys. It's 
going to be fun for us to go [to Carolina] as an underdog. … 
Looking forward to it." 

NOTES: Marchand scored his 10th goal in games when the 
Bruins have faced elimination, passing Peter McNab for the 
most in their history. Marchand also scored his 49th NHL 
playoff goal, tying Patrice Bergeron for second in Boston 
history. They trail Cam Neely (55). … Swayman became the 
fifth Bruins rookie goalie to get a win when facing elimination 
and the first since Mike Moffat in Game 6 of the 1982 Adams 
Division Final against the Quebec Nordiques. The others are 
Don Simmons (Game 4, 1957 Stanley Cup Final against 
Montreal Canadiens), Frank Brimsek (Game 7, 1939 NHL 
Semifinals against New York Rangers) and Hal Winkler 
(Game 2, 1927 semifinals against Rangers). … Svechnikov 
had his third multigoal playoff game in the NHL. The only 
Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers players with more are Aho 
(four) and Kevin Dineen (four). … The home team has won 
each game in the series. 
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Hurricanes, Bruins to play Game 7 with trip to second round at stake 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins will play Game 7 
of the Eastern Conference First Round at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, on Saturday (4:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, 
SN360, SNE, SNW, SNP, TVAS, BSSO, NESN). 

The winner will advance to the second round to face either 
the Pittsburgh Penguins or New York Rangers. Pittsburgh 
leads 3-2 in that best-of-7 series and will host Game 6 on 
Friday (7 p.m. ET; TNT, CBC, SN, TVAS, ATTSN-PT, MSG). 

Boston defeated Carolina 5-2 in Game 6 on Thursday to tie 
that series. 

The Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers are 5-3 in Game 7, but 5-0 
since relocating from Hartford in 1997. Carolina is 2-0 at 
home. Coach Rod Brind'Amour is 1-0. 

Derek Stepan is 6-1 in Game 7, all for the New York 
Rangers. Ian Cole (3-3) has played six and Jordan Staal (3-
2) has played five, scoring three goals. Frederik Andersen 
(injured) is 0-4 with a 4.16 goals-against average and .856 
save percentage for the Anaheim Ducks and Toronto Maple 
Leafs. Antti Raanta has never played a Game 7. 

The Bruins are 15-13 in Game 7, 1-4 on the road. They lost 
their most recent, 4-1 at home to the St. Louis Blues in the 
2019 Stanley Cup Final. Coach Bruce Cassidy is 2-1. 

Patrice Bergeron has played 12 Game 7s, most on Boston, 
and is 6-6. He has scored 10 points (six goals, four assists). 
Brad Marchand has played nine (6-3) and has seven points 
(three goals, four assists). Goalies Linus Ullmark and Jeremy 
Swayman have not played a Game 7. 

"This is what you play for," Cassidy said. "Guys should be 
excited. Game 7, Stanley Cup Playoffs. Home or road. We'd 
rather be at home, not going to lie to you. But we'd play them 
on Mars if we had to. We just want to get after it. That's what 
it's all about." 

There were three Game 7s in the 2021 Stanley Cup Playoffs 
with the home team winning two (Vegas Golden Knights 
against Minnesota Wild, Stanley Cup First Round; Tampa 
Bay Lightning against New York Islanders, Stanley Cup 
Semifinals). 
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3 Keys: Hurricanes at Bruins, Game 6 of Eastern First Round 

By Amalie Benjamin  

(1M) Hurricanes at (WC1) Bruins 

7 p.m. ET; TNT, SN360, TVAS, NESN, BSSO 

Hurricanes lead best-of-7 series, 3-2 

The Carolina Hurricanes will try to advance to the Eastern 
Conference Second Round with a win against the Boston 
Bruins in Game 6 of the first round at TD Garden on 
Thursday.  

The home team has won each game of the series. Carolina 
won Games 1 and 2, and Boston won Games 3 and 4 before 
the Hurricanes returned to PNC Arena for a 5-1 win in Game 
5 on Tuesday to take command of the series.  

"In my mind, Game 7s are usually a bit of a coin flip," 
Carolina defenseman Ian Cole said. "We're going to try to 
avoid that at all costs. We're going to try to win tonight. An 
absolute must-win. We're going to need to match the level of 
desperation." 

For Boston, of course, it literally is a must-win.  

"We have to win one game at home," Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said. "We're not worried about the next game. We're 
2-0 at home in the playoffs. … We need to win a home 
game. That's all that's in front of us right now. It's not easy to 
win in the playoffs, but it's not a monumental task. We need 
to win a home game. We'll sort it out from there." 

The Hurricanes are 10-8 in Game 6 of a best-of-7 series, 
including 5-4 on the road. When leading 3-2 in a best-of-7 
series, Carolina is 8-0. The Bruins have a 23-31 all-time 
record in Game 6, including 8-9 at home. When trailing 3-2 in 
a best-of-7 series, they are 4-22.  

Overall, teams that hold a 3-2 lead have an all-time series 
record of 332-88 (.790), including an 8-1 record in the 2021 
Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

Here are 3 keys for Game 6: 

1. LINDHOLM IN, GRZELCYK OUT 

The Bruins got a major boost in Game 5 when defenseman 
Charlie McAvoy returned from COVID-19 protocol, even 
though it didn't result in a win. They'll get an equally big 
boost in Game 6, with the return of Hampus Lindholm, the 
other half of their top defense pair.  

Lindholm left Game 2 after a hit by Hurricanes forward 
Andrei Svechnikov and missed the next three games.  

Asked how soon he felt better, Lindholm said, "It was pretty 
quick after, actually. Luckily, I'm in good shape enough to 
take it in a good way and luckily that I didn't take worse." 

Matt Grzelcyk, a mainstay of the defenseman group, will sit, 
with Mike Reilly remaining in the lineup.  

"'Grizz' is playing through a little bit of stuff," Cassidy said. 
"We know that. He has been throughout the year. We've 
given him certain nights to sort of recover and we just feel 
now is one of those times. We're going to do that again." 

2. KEEPING IT EVEN 

Carolina struggled on the penalty kill in losing Games 3 and 
4 in Boston, with the Bruins scoring four goals, despite 
leading the NHL in penalty killing during the regular season 
at 88.0 percent. The Hurricanes are hoping to keep Game 6 
to even strength as much as possible, given how they were 
able to control the Bruins at 5-on-5 in Games 1 and 2 at 
home.  

The Bruins have had difficulty scoring -- or even getting their 
offense going -- at even strength; they have scored six goals 
at 5-on-5 in the series, 13th among the 15 remaining teams 
in the postseason. 

"We've got to keep this 5-on-5," Cole said. "I think we like our 
5-on-5 game. A lot of playoffs and playoff scoring is special 
teams. But we like our 5-on-5 game. We think it really gives 
us an opportunity to not only create but wear teams down 
over the course of a game and over the course of a series. 
That's something that we're going to try to stick to." 

3. SECONDARY SCORING  

It's something the Bruins have been missing -- entirely -- 
during this series and has been problematic enough that 
Cassidy was forced to reunite his top line of Brad Marchand, 
Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak earlier in the series, 
given how little the Bruins were getting offensively up front 
from players like Taylor Hall, Jake DeBrusk, Charlie Coyle 
and Craig Smith.  

For Game 6, Cassidy is returning DeBrusk to right wing with 
Marchand and Bergeron, with the goal of lengthening the 
Boston lineup. Pastrnak will skate on right wing with Hall and 
Erik Haula.  

"That's just going back to what we were successful for the 
second half of the year, how we started the series, 
essentially," Cassidy said. "We made an adjustment in Game 
3 we felt we needed to make, but we always felt we'd like to 
get back to when we were playing our best hockey. In Game 
5, you could see we were going to have to move some 
pieces around again, and we're going to do it from the start 
tonight." 

HURRICANES PROJECTED LINEUP 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Seth Jarvis 

Teuvo Teravainen -- Vincent Trocheck -- Martin Necas 

Nino Niederreiter -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Max Domi -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Derek Stepan 

Jaccob Slavin -- Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei -- Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith -- Ian Cole 

Antti Raanta 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Scratched: Ethan Bear, Steven Lorentz  
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Injured: Frederik Andersen (lower body), Jordan Martinook 
(lower body) 

BRUINS PROJECTED LINEUP 

Brad Marchand -- Patrice Bergeron -- Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall -- Erik Haula -- David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic -- Charlie Coyle -- Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno -- Tomas Nosek -- Curtis Lazar 

Hampus Lindholm -- Charlie McAvoy 

Mike Reilly -- Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort -- Connor Clifton 

Jeremy Swayman 

Linus Ullmark 

Scratched: Matt Grzelcyk, Anton Blidh, Chris Wagner, Josh 
Brown  

Injured: None 

STATUS REPORT 

Carolina will dress the same lineup it used in Game 5. ... 
Martinook skated Thursday but will not play; the forward left 
in the second period of Game 3 after a collision with Hall. … 
Frederic will play after being a healthy scratch the past three 
games. 
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Bruins back home, beat Hurricanes 5-2 to force 7th game 

By Jimmy Golen 

BOSTON (AP) — The Boston Bruins earned themselves a 
seventh game with another dominating performance at 
home.  

The problem: The clincher will be at Carolina, where the 
Hurricanes have been just as unbeatable.  

“Everybody loves a Game 7,” Boston coach Bruce Cassidy 
said after the Bruins won 5-2 on Thursday night to even their 
first-round playoff series against Carolina at three games 
apiece. “We’d rather be at home, I’m not going to lie to you.  

“But we’d play them on Mars if we had to.” 

Jeremy Swayman stopped 23 shots, and Brad Marchand 
had a goal and an assist for Boston in the sixth straight 
blowout for the home team. Charlie Coyle also had a goal 
and an assist for Boston, and Erik Haula and Derek Forbort 
added third-period goals before Curtis Lazar backhanded the 
puck into the empty net with 4:17 to play to make it 5-1. 

“We’ve got to win, now, one road game. That’s in front of us,” 
Cassidy said. “We knew that when we started, we’d have to 
win at least one to advance. So here it is.” 

The Hurricanes will host Game 7 on Saturday in Raleigh, 
where they have gone 3-0 by a combined score of 15-4. The 
winner will play either the Penguins or Rangers in the 
Eastern Conference semifinals; Pittsburgh leads that series 
3-2 heading into Game 6 on Friday night. 

“The good news is we have another game to play,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Right now, it’s tough. You 
should feel brutal, to be honest with you. And then you wake 
up, and you feel excited that you have an opportunity.”  

Two days after losing 5-1 at Carolina, the Bruins returned 
home and put up an equally one-sided performance.  

Andrei Svechnikov scored twice and Antti Raanta made 29 
saves for the Hurricanes. Neither Swayman, a rookie, nor 
Raanta has ever appeared in a seventh game.  

“I can’t wait,” said Swayman, who took over as starter after 
Linus Ullmark lost the first two games in Carolina. “It’s Game 

7. We’re extremely excited. ... It’s a fun atmosphere to be a 
part of. Couldn’t ask for much more.” 

Marchand broke a scoreless tie 46 seconds into the second 
period, taking a long cross-ice pass from Connor Clifton and 
skating to the right circle before wristing it over Raanta’s 
glove.  

Coyle gave the Bruins a 2-0 lead in the last two minutes of 
the period, poking in the trickling rebound of David 
Pastrnak’s one-timer. Svechnikov made it a one-goal game 
early in the third before Haula and Forbort gave Boston back 
its cushion. 

Svechnikov’s second goal came with 2:30 left during a power 
play for a double minor to Marchand for spearing. 

BYE BYE BERGY 

The game could be the last at the TD Garden for future Hall 
of Famer Patrice Bergeron. The Bruins captain is unsigned 
for next year and has declined to talk about his future during 
the season. 

In an 18-year career, all of it with Boston, Bergeron has 
scored 400 goals with 582 assists and won the Selke Award 
as the best two-way forward four times. He won the Stanley 
Cup in 2011 and went to the Final two other times. 

COMEBACKS 

After top defenseman Charlie McAvoy returned for Game 5 
after he missed just one game in the COVID-19 protocol, No. 
2 blue liner Hampus Lindholm returned for Game 6. He 
hadn’t played since showing signs of a concussion in Game 
2.  

Lindholm led all players in ice time with 24 minutes, 48 
seconds.  

“Watching hockey is not something I’ve ever been good at,” 
he said. “Super happy to be out there.” 

NOTES: Tomas Nosek had two assists for Boston. ... 
Carolina scored once on six power-play opportunities, with 
Boston killing a 5-on-3 advantage in the second period. The 
Bruins were 1 for 3.  
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Boston Bruins force Game 7 against Carolina Hurricanes, are confident they can win it on 
road 

By Greg Wyshynski  

BOSTON -- The Boston Bruins won all three games they 
played against the Carolina Hurricanes at TD Garden, 
including Thursday night's 5-2 Game 6 victory. But Game 7 
on Saturday is back in Raleigh, where the Hurricanes have 
won three games by a combined score of 15-4. 

To advance to the second round, the Bruins will have to be 
their best in a place where they've played their worst. 

"We'd rather be at home, I'm not going to lie to you," Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy said. "But we'd play them on Mars if we 
had to. Right now, we just want to get after it." 

With a loud home crowd behind them, and the chance to 
dictate line matchups thanks to having the last change, the 
Bruins rolled through Game 6. Second-period goals by Brad 
Marchand -- his fourth of the playoffs, all of them scored in 
Boston -- and Charlie Coyle gave them the lead after a 
scoreless first period. Carolina winger Andrei Svechnikov 
made it interesting with a goal 3:24 into the third period, but 
goals by Erik Haula, Derek Forbort and Curtis Lazar in an 
8:35 span broke the game open. 

"Every mistake we made, it felt like they capitalized," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We got down, and 
instead of sticking with it, we tried to do too much." 

For the Hurricanes, it was a missed opportunity to close out 
a veteran opponent that had eliminated them in two of the 
previous three postseasons. 

"Right now it's tough," Brind'Amour said. "It should feel 
brutal, to be honest with you. But then you wake up and you 
feel excited that you have an opportunity." 

The Bruins had won both previous games in Boston by 
reuniting the line of Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David 
Pastrnak, dubbed by some as "The Perfection Line." They 
powered their offense in Games 3 and 4, but Cassidy opted 
not to reunite them in Game 6, playing Jake DeBrusk on the 
top line and moving Pastrnak back with Haula and Taylor 
Hall, with whom he played in the regular season. 

"[In Game 3], we had to block out some noise," Cassidy said. 
"Sometimes that's difficult for players, so we went back a 
formula that we knew had been successful for us at times. 
We used that line to galvanize the team a little bit. Today 
was more about how we were successful earlier in the 
season." 

The move paid off, as both lines produced goals. 

The Bruins also got a boost from the return of Hampus 
Lindholm, whom they acquired at the trade deadline from the 
Anaheim Ducks. He appeared in the first two games of the 
series but left Game 2 with an upper-body injury. He made 
one of the game's key defensive plays, breaking up a two-
on-one by Carolina's top line in the first period. 

"They've been confident there at home," Lindholm said. "It'll 
be fun for us to go in there as an underdog. Show them what 
we got. They're thinking it's going to be easy. We just have to 
keep showing up like we did today." 

Boston's rookie goalie Jeremy Swayman (23 saves) was 
solid when he needed to be against the Hurricanes. 

"He's a young kid that doesn't seem to get phased by this 
time of year," Cassidy said. "We'll see what it looks like going 
forward for him. Everyone loves a Game 7." 

That includes the Hurricanes, who return home to their own 
raucous crowd and the incredible success they've had 
against the Bruins. 

"We would have loved to finish the job here," defenseman 
Jaccob Slavin said. "We just have to go home and take care 
of the job. Obviously at home you get the last change, which 
is an advantage. But you still have to come to play." 

For Carolina, it's about holding serve at home. For the 
Bruins, it's about finally doing what they knew they needed to 
do before the series as the underdog. 

"We've gotta win one road game," Cassidy said. "That's 
what's in front of us. We knew that when we started this 
series. At least one, if we want to advance. So here it is." 
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Canes fall flat in Boston again, Bruins force Game 7 

By Alec Sawyer  

With a 3-2 lead and the chance to finish off a first-round 
series against the Bruins, the Carolina Hurricanes went to 
Boston and couldn’t get the job done once again Thursday 
night.  

The Bruins beat the Canes 5-2 as many of the issues from 
games three and four were present for the Hurricanes again 
in game six, as some ugly special teams play and overall 
lack of urgency doomed Carolina to another road loss.  

While the Canes did a much better job of staying out of the 
box in this one, Boston still found a way to convert for one 
power play goal on its three chances. But the other side of 
the special teams equation was an utter disaster for the 
Hurricanes, who went 1 for 6 with a man advantage with that 
one a meaningless consolation goal to make it 5-2.  

For the first time this series it was the Bruins who opened the 
scoring, as Brad Marchand made it 1-0 early in the second 
period. Charlie Coyle added a power-play goal to make it 2-
0, while Erik Haula, Derek Forbort and Curtis Lazar all 
scored in the third period. For the Canes, Andrei Svechnikov 
did all the scoring with both goals coming in the final frame.  

Antti Raanta was hung out to dry some on his birthday, but 
he also had a couple he may want back in a 29-save losing 
effort. Jeremy Swayman stopped 23 shots and got the win 
for the home team. The first period was relatively uneventful, 
as both teams had a couple chances but neither had 
anything that really threatened the goalie.  

The Canes had an opportunity that was blown dead in 
Boston’s crease, as the whistle came in perhaps a second 
early as Swayman didn’t appear to have complete control. 
While slightly fortunate for the Bruins, it certainly wasn’t 
egregious, though.  

Carolina took one penalty in the first period, as Sebastian 
Aho sat for hooking, but killed it off with ease. Aho took a big, 
though clean and maybe mostly inadvertent, hit from Charlie 
McAvoy and was shaken up a bit, though not enough to keep 
him out for any amount of time. The first came to a scoreless 
end with the Canes leading 11-8 in shots on goal and 10-6 in 
scoring chances. 

For the first time this series the Bruins got the scoring 
started, as Marchand sniped one past the glove of Raanta to 
make it 1-0 in the first minute of the second period. A bad 
line change from the Canes let Marchand get in alone, and 
he roofed past Raanta as the Carolina netminder didn’t react 
quite quick enough.  

The Canes got their first power play shortly after the opening 
goal, as Jordan Staal made a savvy play to get low and draw 
a penalty on Connor Clifton.  

And the first power play did everything but score for the 
Hurricanes, as Carolina hit the post twice on the man 
advantage. The first came on a good drive and shot from 
Seth Jarvis, as Vincent Trocheck got a redirect that sent it off 
the post. The second came on a great backhanded move 
from Nino Niederreiter, who just missed the attempt to roof 
and hit the iron instead.  

The second period took an even sharper downhill turn, as a 
parade to the penalty box showed that special teams weren’t 
going to go in Carolina’s favor once again in Boston. Trent 
Frederic and McAvoy took penalties close together to give 
Carolina over a minute of 5-on-3 time, and the Hurricanes 
did...absolutely nothing.  

The Canes got another chance about a minute after the 
McAvoy penalty came to an end as Haula tried to decapitate 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and once again the Canes did nothing.  

It was too much passing and not enough shooting for the 
Hurricanes on the slew of power play opportunities, as 
Carolina was gifted a chance to grab a hold of the game and 
simply couldn’t.  

To make matters worse, the Bruins got a man advantage late 
in the period, and Boston was able to convert to make it 2-0. 
The Bruins got a shot into traffic that took a friendly bounce 
to Coyle on the back side, who was all alone to smash it in to 
double the lead right before the second intermission.  

Svechnikov made it a game in the early stages of the third 
period, giving some desperately needed production from the 
top line to make it a 2-1 game. The Canes got some big 
momentum after Svechnikov’s goal, but a defensive-zone 
lapse allowed Boston to make it 3-1 and regain control of the 
game. The Bruins held possession in the Canes zone for a 
big chunk of time as Carolina couldn’t clear the puck, and 
some miscommunication from the Canes let Haula get all 
alone in the slot to redirect a puck past Raanta.  

The Bruins made it 4-1 later in the third, as a deep shot from 
Forbort took a high deflection off the stick of Kotkaniemi. 
Raanta initially made a great save to keep the puck out of 
the net but lost his own stick in the process, and the Canes 
couldn’t quite clear the zone as Forbort collected at the blue 
line and fired one in.  

Carolina pulled Raanta with 4:30 to play, and almost 
immediately Lazar fired one in to make it 5-1.  

Marchand speared Kotkaniemi with 3:40 to play and got hit 
with a double minor, and the Hurricanes finally converted on 
the power play when it didn’t matter as Svechnikov got his 
second of the night from the circle.  

A seven-game series will now come down to just one game, 
as the Bruins and Canes will square off one final time with 
everything on the line Saturday in PNC Arena.  
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Staal, Aho, Slavin on Game 6 loss 

By Alec Sawyer 

The Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins are headed to 
game seven, as the Bruins held their own on home ice once 
again Thursday night in a 5-2 win.  

The Canes got two goals from Andrei Svechnikov but just 
couldn’t get anything going on the power play again, as 
Boston took charge and made it a sixth blowout win for the 
home team in six games this series.  

Following the loss, Carolina head coach Rod Brind’Amour, 
Jordan Staal, Sebastian Aho and Jaccob Slavin spoke with 
members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

ONCE AGAIN, WE’LL JUST INCLUDE ANSWERS SINCE 
QUESTIONS COULDN’T BE HEARD ON THE ZOOM.  

Rod Brind’Amour 

That was a big part of it. I thought we had a real good first 
period. Everything was fine. It would have been nice to 
capitalize. We had a couple of real-good looks and didn’t get 
them. And then obviously on that 5-on-3, we didn’t do it right. 
But we did have a good power play on the first one. We hit, I 
think, two crossbars, and [Teuvo Teravainen] hit one too, so 
maybe three. But you’ve got to convert, and we didn’t. And 
they got that one where we made a mistake on the change, 
and they got it in the best player’s hands and he made us 
pay. And then we started chasing the game a little bit. Every 
mistake we made, it felt like they capitalized. They had that 
monster shift in the third when we got back in the game. We 
got the puck like four times, and that’s not how we normally 
do things. That’s what you get.  

Little bit. We got down and instead of sticking with it we kind 
of tried to do too much. Playing a team like that, they’re 
going to make you make those kinds of mistakes.  

He came right back up. But yeah, that could have been scary 
for sure.  

You never know what can happen. You just don’t know. 
Even tonight it’s a bounce here or there early and the game 
is different. That’s hockey. On their power play they rip one 
and we block it, and it goes right to their guy. You don’t know 
how it’s going to work out. But the good news is that we have 
another game to play. 

Right now it’s tough. It should feel brutal, to be honest with 
you. You wake up and feel excited that you have an 
opportunity.  

The score has been lopsided in all of them, but I think the 
games were tighter. It was just weird the way the bounces 
went.  

I hope so. We say it all the time, but we’ve got to get 
everyone going. We had some guys who didn’t play well 
tonight. Let’s just be blunt. If you play poorly here then you’re 
going to be in trouble. It was nice to see him get a couple, 
but we need everybody to be ready to roll next game.  

In the third period we were out of sorts there. [Raanta] was 
actually making some amazing saves in that game. He was 
good.  

If you’re going to lose a game, you’d much rather lose like 
that than maybe catch up and lose in overtime. Those are 
devastating. We have guys who know that they have to be 
better. When you lose you lose. If you lose by 10 or one it’s a 
loss, and you’ve just got to move on. 

Jordan Staal 

Yeah, it didn’t help. Obviously everyone wants to convert, 
especially on the 5-on-3. Our power play, we hit three posts. 
It looks a little different after that. I thought we should have 
done a better job of sticking with our game and just being 
confident in what we do, even 5-on-5. We didn’t do that, 
obviously. It was kind of a tailspin. In that third period we had 
it right there and didn’t stick with. Give them credit. They 
capitalized on their chances and made it harder for us to get 
shots and create havoc. We’re going to have to find a way to 
do it at home.  

It’s still game seven. Anything can happen. But we love 
playing at home in front of our fans. It’s a big boost for us, 
like you said with the way the series has gone. But we’re 
gonna have to obviously bring a better effort than tonight. It 
wasn’t us. It’s frustrating this time of year and series, but 
we’re going to have to wash it and get ready for a big game 
seven.  

I think that’s just not trusting our game. That’s really trying to 
do too much at times, trying to push for a goal. Maybe trying 
to make that little extra play that you think might be the 
difference. That changed quickly. Obviously they’re a team 
that thrives off of that. It’s a little bit of that, but a little bit 
more that we have to trust our game and what we’re about 
and the way we play. That wasn’t it.  

Not really, honestly. Home ice has been big. It’s been big 
numbers on either side. I expect a big game seven, and it’ll 
be interesting.  

There’s a lot of things, but you need everybody for one. You 
need everyone playing detailed hockey and limiting your 
mistakes as best you can. And obviously just trusting in our 
game. Those are all the things we faltered at tonight. We 
have to come out in game seven with an effort that we 
obviously need to beat this team.  

Raanta was really good tonight. Really good.  

Sebastian Aho 

Obviously a good hit by him. It caught me kind of off guard. 
But yeah, it was a big hit. It is what it is. It’s playoff hockey. 
You’ve got to expect to have a couple of those.  

Special teams probably was one of the areas. You’ve got a 
5-on-3 there and it’s a big chance to score a goal. At the 
same time, we had some good looks. I think we had two 
crossbars. It shouldn’t change how we play 5-on-5 if we don’t 
score on the power play. But we’ll be better on the power 
play and at 5-on-5 for the next game.  
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I don’t know. Sometimes it’s a little bit tough to say five 
minutes after the game. It starts with competing out there 
and executing our game plan and trusting each other. That’s 
the main thing we have to focus on in game seven.  

I’m sure he’ll get some confidence from those goals. It’s not 
just goals. I think we could have been a little bit better as a 
line today, and I’m sure we will be.  

We had our chances, I felt like. I just think we gave in a little 
bit too much. That got us tonight. I felt we had enough 
chances to come back and take a lead or whatever, score 
goals and win a hockey game. So chances I’m not too 
worried about, but we can’t give them that much.  

Jaccob Slavin 

Yeah, we would have loved to finish the job here, but it is 
what it is. This is hockey. This is the playoffs. We’ve got to 
go home and take care of the job. Obviously being home we 
get last change and it’s an advantage, but we’ve still got to 
come out and play. We have confidence in our group and the 
way we play, we’ve just got to do it.  

Just mental mistakes. I think we beat ourselves a little bit. 
They’re a good team, but we like to go north with the puck 
and a couple times we took the puck back. Obviously 
penalties and not executing on the power play was huge, but 
we didn’t play our game in the third period.  

No, it’s just getting off of it. We’ve identified with the way that 
we’ve played. We’ve had a full season of doing it the right 
way. Obviously there were lapses throughout the year, but 
we can’t have lapses like that during the playoffs. We know 
our identity as a group and our structure, and we just got 
away from it.  

It’s frustrating, obviously. But flush it, and game seven is on 
Saturday. But we know the job that’s before us. We know 
we’ve got to do it. We’re a confident group. Flush this, and 
go get the job done on Saturday.  

It’s never good when guys go down like that. Especially with 
[Aho], we know how much he means to our team. But he’s a 
tough guy. He’s a warrior. We definitely want him out on the 
ice, so it’s never a fun thing to see that happen. But you 
battle through it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chicago Wolves vs. Rockford IceHogs Series Preview 
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By Sarah A  

Given that the two teams are only about an hour’s drive 
apart, the Chicago Wolves and Rockford IceHogs have been 
natural rivals for as long as the franchises have existed in the 
same league. Their previous playoff matchups have featured 
familiar names (the Wolves hung four unanswered power 
play goals on Corey Crawford in a 2008 series, for example) 
and more than their fair share of fisticuffs and brawls.  

The Wolves and IceHogs even teamed up for the longest 
game in Wolves franchise history — and, coincidentally, one 
of the first Wolves games that I covered — in 2018, when the 
teams nearly went to a fourth overtime. (Fun fact, as the 
game went on, the team’s Christmas playlist began making 
appearances during stoppages. There’s absolutely 
something surreal about t-shirts being tossed into a crowd to 
the soundtrack of Mariah Carey at 11:00 at night.) Rockford 
won, sweeping the Wolves in three games.  

That was the last time the teams met in the postseason until 
now.  

The Wolves have been idle since the end of the regular 
season, receiving a bye out of the first round of the playoffs. 
The IceHogs played two tight games against the Texas Stars 
in the first round, sweeping the Stars to advance to play their 
local rival.  

Of all the teams that the Chicago Wolves faced off against 
this season, no one gave them more fits than the Rockford 
IceHogs. As an onlooker, it was frustrating and somewhat 
perplexing to watch, given that by all metrics, the Wolves 
were the superior team. Yet time and time again, Rockford’s 
young, scrappy skaters would pounce on the slightest 
mistake from Chicago. 

For Chicago, the key is going to be discipline. When things 
go wrong for the Wolves, they tend to go very wrong (see: 
their 8-0 loss to Rockford in January) and it’s only when they 
manage to stay on an even keel that they come out on the 
other side. The Wolves boast two of the best players in the 
league in Andrew Poturalski and Stefan Noesen. With Alex 
Lyon back in net, the Wolves can go confidently into the 
postseason with an experienced goaltender — and if Pyotr 
Kochetkov comes back at any point, they’ll have two 
tremendous goalies to rely on.  

The Wolves have been dominant all season against nearly 
every other team but Rockford. Starting tonight, we’ll see if 
they can flip the page on a mediocre season series and 
come out strong against the IceHogs.  

Wolves/IceHogs Statistics 

Category Wolves IceHogs 

Regular Season Record 50-16-5-5 37-30-4-1 

Playoffs Record N/A 2-0-0 

Head to Head Record 4-5-0-3 8-3-0-1 

Category Wolves IceHogs 

Goals/Game 3.43 3.1 

Goals Against/Game 2.55 3.07 

Power Play % (Rank) 19.6% (T-12th) 19.4% (16th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 83.2% (5th) 81.9% (10th) 

The Opposition 

You’re all familiar with the strengths and weaknesses of the 
Wolves at this point, so let’s dig a bit deeper into their 
opponent. To get some answers on what the Wolves may be 
facing in this series, I turned to the experts. Betsy (L_B_R) of 
Second City Hockey answered some questions about the 
Rockford IceHogs and what fans should expect out of this 
series.  

1. Any quick takeaways/lessons learned from the IceHogs 
series against Texas? 

The biggest takeaway is that the poor trend where the 
IceHogs start slow and seemingly have only one period of 
strong play continued against Texas. Like in Game 2, the 
IceHogs spotted the Stars a 27-15 shot advantage for the 
first 40 minutes, and only seemed to come alive in the third 
period – the latter of which luckily carried into the first few 
minutes of overtime to secure the victory. It’s not the most 
sustainable way to win, but it’s also not surprising 
considering the lack of forward depth and young age of the 
defense for Rockford. The positive spin on this at least is that 
the IceHogs rarely give up and tend to fight hard to get back 
into games.  

Luckily, goalie Arvid Söderblom was excellent in net like he 
has been a majority of the season, stopping 69 of 70 shots 
between both games. Texas is a pretty mediocre offensive 
team, but they do tend to get a lot of in-close and off-the-rush 
opportunities, which is where Söderblom tends to shine and 
he made several big stops in the series, especially to start 
Game 2. This is Söderblom’s first season in North America, 
and it took him a bit to get acclimated to the AHL, but he’s 
been the undisputed No. 1 for Rockford down the stretch. 
The Texas series only emphasized how important the 
Swedish netminder is – how far the IceHogs will go is likely 
dependent on Söderblom more than any other player.  

The other lesson learned, which was also apparent during 
the regular season, is that forward depth is an issue. Offense 
for the IceHogs has predominantly revolved around Lukas 
Reichel – arguably the best playmaking prospect the 
Blackhawks have had since Teuvo Teräväinen – but Texas 
did an admirable job shutting down the IceHogs’ top line with 
Reichel to keep it a low scoring affair. It’s hard to contain 
Reichel – and he did open the scoring against Texas in 
Game 1 – so Texas instead focused on taking away his 
linemates as options for his playmaking, which worked very 
well in Game 2. And that’s where the problem comes in – 
who scores from this forward group when the top line is shut 
down?  
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The answer is usually a non-prospect – like soon-to-be 27 
year-old Dylan McLaughlin scoring the game-winning goal in 
Game 2 – but they lost Brett Connolly to injury before the 
playoffs began and that definitely hurts Rockford. They’re 
also missing prospect Andrei Altybarmakian, who produced 
at an almost 0.7 point-per-game rate in the final couple of 
months, for unknown reasons. If the IceHogs hope to score 
more than three goals against Chicago, they’re going to need 
their other forwards to contribute more. 

2. For as dominant as Chicago was in the regular season, 
they really struggled against Rockford. From your 
perspective, what made the IceHogs so successful in the 
season series? 

Rockford’s defensemen seemed to give Chicago issues in 
several of the games. The IceHogs are not a good shot 
suppression team, but their defenders are adept at puck 
recovery and flipping the ice the other way for chances. 
They’re a mobile, quick passing group who can activate 
quickly, and Chicago had issues containing them in that 
regard. As a result, the Rockford defensemen ultimately 
contributed to 34 of the 44 goals scored against Chicago.  

Two names that might stick out on defense are Ian Mitchell 
and Isaak Phillips. Mitchell had five points (2 G, 3 A) in eight 
games against Chicago, but it was his defense that was eye-
catching in those games, while Phillips had seven points (4 
G, 3 A) in 10 games and he brought a level of physicality that 
was noticeable. Mitchell has been the No. 1 defensemen for 
Rockford all season, and Phillips – a 2020 fifth-rounder who 
has rocketed up the Blackhawks depth chart thanks to his 
strong play in Rockford – moved up to be paired with him for 
most of the final quarter of the season, and they’ve been 
ridiculously good together.  

Goaltending was also a strength as Chicago outscored and 
outchanced Rockford in 11 of the 12 games this season, 
though interestingly, Söderblom only started four of the 
games against Chicago with a split record. It was Collin Delia 
who faced Chicago the most, playing in six of the 12 games 
and losing only one of those matches, but he’s not playing 
with the IceHogs in the playoffs as he was never reassigned 
from the Blackhawks at the end of the season. It’ll be 
interesting to see if Söderblom can continue to be rock solid 
in net despite not having his best record against Chicago.  

3. What kinds of reinforcements did Rockford get from 
Chicago when their season ended? 

None, really.  

Because former GM Stan Bowman inexplicably tried to build 
a playoff-hopeful roster by trading for likes of Seth Jones, 
Jake McCabe, and Marc Andre Fleury – which obviously 
failed miserably – the Blackhawks just didn’t play many of 
their prospects this season in the NHL nor have too many 
young players that could have been sent back down to 
Rockford come playoff time.  

The only player that was with the Blackhawks near the end 
that returned to the IceHogs was defensemen Alec Regula, 
who was reassigned right before the final game. As 
mentioned above, the young defensemen are a strength for 
Rockford, and Regula is no exception: the 6-foot-4 defender 

skates well for his size, knows how to use his long reach to 
his advantage, and is one of the better playmakers on the 
backend – behind only Ian Mitchell imo. Regula was without 
a point against Texas, but he had a 0.63 points-per-game 
rate during the regular season and six assists (five primary) 
in 10 games against Chicago, so Regula returning is a 
benefit to Rockford.  

4. What’s one reason you think Rockford will win this series? 
What’s one reason you think they won’t? 

I’ll give you two reasons – and you’re probably tired of their 
names at this point – but it’s likely going to come down to 
Söderblom and Reichel. Söderblom is riding a hot streak 
from the end of the season and he’s very capable of stealing 
a series. Reichel not only led the IceHoge in points this 
season overall with 57 in 56 games, but he also led them 
against Chicago with 15 points (5 G, 10 A) against Chicago 
this season.  

The biggest reason Rockford will potentially lose is – as 
mentioned above – due to their shallow forward depth and 
the resulting lack of secondary scoring. If Chicago can shut 
down Reichel’s line – something that is easier to focus on 
during a playoff series – and no one else fills the offensive 
void, the IceHogs aren’t going to last long against the faster, 
more skilled Chicago team.  

5. Any under-the-radar type players to keep an eye out for 
who could make a big impact for Rockford? 

Up front, Mike Hardman and Josiah Slavin are two players 
that could break out if put into more offensive situations. It’s 
weird to call them under-the-radar when they’re top-5 
forward producers for Rockford with 0.74 and 0.65 points-
per-game rates respectively, but neither name is particularly 
well known outside Blackhawks fandom. Mike Hardman was 
one of the few forwards who scored away from Reichel and 
Slavin is one of the strongest two-way players on the team.  

On the backend, it’s Wyatt Kalynuk and Jakub Galvas as the 
more defense-first defenders this season. Calling Kalynuk 
defense-first might be somewhat surprising if you know his 
history at all – smooth skating, power play quarterback type, 
but he really shifted his game as the season progressed to 
become a more physical player who disrupts opponents’ 
plays well. Galvas is the opposite: he’s arguably been the 
best all season defensively for Rockford, but he’s gotten 
stronger on the offensive side as the season progressed, 
especially when it comes to outlet passes out to spring his 
teammates. The development of these two to be more well-
rounded, tough-to-play against in a skilled way could be key 
to defending against a top team like Chicago.  

The Schedule 

Central Division Semifinals (Best-of-Five) (All times Central) 

Game 1: Thursday, May 12 at Allstate Arena, 7 p.m.  
Game 2: Saturday, May 14 at Allstate Arena, 7 p.m. 
Game 3: Sunday, May 15 at BMO Harris Bank Center, 4 
p.m.  
Game 4: Tuesday, May 17 at BMO Harris Bank Center, 7 
p.m.*  
Game 5: Thursday, May 19 at Allstate Arena, 7 p.m.* 
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Canes choke in Boston, Bruins tie series 3-3, force game 7  

By Sam Overton  

After a 5-2 victory on May 12, the Boston Bruins have forced 
a game seven against the Carolina Hurricanes. Although 
Canes fans hoped to come away with a series victory at TD 
Garden in Boston, Carolina will return to Raleigh on Saturday 
to play once more against the Bruins. 

“We got down, and instead of sticking with it, we tried to do 
too much — with a team like that, you’re gonna pay if you 
make those kinds of mistakes,” said head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour. “You never know what can happen, you just 
don’t know. Even tonight, it was bounce here, bounce there 
early in the game. That’s hockey.” 

Across a scoreless first period, only one player was sent to 
the penalty box: superstar center Sebastian Aho, who was 
called for hooking against Boston left-wing Tomas Nosek. 
Luckily, Carolina exercised the power play kill — something 
the Hurricanes have somewhat struggled with across the 
past two away games. 

Before, during and after the first power play of the game, 
goaltender Antti Raanta was very sharp. Although Canes 
fans watched with bated breath every time the puck bounced 
out of Raanta’s gloves — which was fairly often — he 
prevented a Boston lead for the first 20 minutes of gameplay, 
at least. 

Aho himself took a bit of controversial hit about halfway the 
first period, after Boston defenseman Charlie McAvoy 
slammed into Aho’s midsection. It was a tad surprising no 
penalty was called on his behalf, but Aho rebounded very 
quickly and was back on the ice in no time. 

Fourty-six seconds into the second period, Boston left-wing 
Brad Marchand broke the ice to score the first goal of the 
game — something the Bruins haven’t been able to do until 
this point in the series. Carolina soon had its first opportunity 
to score on a power play after Boston defenseman Connor 

Clifton was sent to the penalty box for holding, but was 
unable to convert. 

The Hurricanes also weren’t able to take advantage of 54 
seconds of a two-man advantage thanks to penalties from 
McAvoy and Boston center Trent Frederic. There were some 
good shots on goal, but Carolina’s offensive play looked 
pretty sloppy compared to the team’s performance on 
Tuesday evening. 

The next 20 minutes of gameplay quickly became the period 
of failed power plays. Time after time, pass after pass, the 
Hurricanes seemed nearly incapable of getting the puck past 
Boston goaltender Jeremy Swayman. Adding insult to injury, 
the Bruins raised their lead to 2-0 on a power play goal from 
center Charlie Coyle. 

Carolina finally scored about three and a half minutes into 
the third period, reducing the point differential to a mere one 
goal, but the team’s short-lived momentum was lost after 
Boston left-wing Erik Haula gave the Bruins a 3-1 lead with 
13 minutes left of gameplay. 

From that point on, it was over for the Hurricanes. Boston 
scored two more goals, one from defenseman Derek Forbort 
and another from center Curtis Lazar on an empty net. Right-
wing Andrei Svechnikov locked in Carolina’s only other goal, 
scoring on a double minor power play after Marchand was 
sent to the box for spearing. 

Despite a disappointing 60 minutes of gameplay in Boston, 
one of the few bright spots was Raanta’s determination and 
grit. Despite what the score suggests, Raanta was the star 
on the ice for the majority of the game — he picked up his 
teammates’ slack and remained steady in the face of the 
Bruins’ ruthless offense. 

The Hurricanes will face the Bruins one last time on 
Saturday, May 14 at PNC Arena in Raleigh for the seventh 
game in the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
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Wolves rule Game 1 

After spotting the Rockford IceHogs the opening goal, the 
Chicago Wolves reeled off four goals in eight minutes to 
trigger a 6-2 triumph in Game 1 of the best-of-5 Central 
Division Semifinals Thursday night at Allstate Arena. 

AHL goals champion Stefan Noesen produced two goals 
while forwards Stelio Mattheos, Jack Drury and David Gust 
and defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald also scored for the 
Wolves (1-0) as the AHL’s top regular-season team showed 
no rust from a 12-day wait to start their Calder Cup Playoffs 
journey. 

“What I thought was impressive was our first period,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “For having 12 days 
off, we thought (a sluggish start) might happen, but it didn’t. I 
thought our first might have been our best period. Credit to 
the guys. They put the work in those 12 days. We had some 
long practices, some longer meetings than usual to get them 
dialed in and the guys bought into it.” 

The top-seeded Wolves outshot the fourth-seeded IceHogs 
9-1 during the first six minutes, but Rockford scored the 
opening goal of the series when Lukas Reichel broke up a 
pass in the defensive zone, went on a breakaway and slid a 
shot between goaltender Alex Lyon’s skates at 6:16. 

Chicago’s consistent pressure finally paid off with a pair of 
goals in the final minute of the first period. Gust battled to win 
possession of the puck behind Rockford’s net and banked it 
out to the left point for Fitzgerald, who snapped home a one-
timer at 19:04 to knot the score. 

Then AHL points champion Andrew Poturalski set up 
Noesen for a power-play goal and a 2-1 lead at 19:50 of the 
first. Poturalski, working along the left half-wall, fed the 
uncovered Noesen along the goal line. Noesen spun toward 
the crease and stuffed the puck past goaltender Arvid 
Soderblom. 

The Wolves maintained their blistering pace in the second 
period as they delivered three goals in a 10-minute stretch. 
The run started when Jamieson Rees intercepted a clearing 
attempt and flipped a backhand pass to a wide-open 
Mattheos at the top of the left circle. He stepped into the 
circle and ripped a shot that made it 3-1 at 3:56. 

Drury got on the board at 7:32 with the Wolves’ second 
power-play goal. Poturalski and Noesen teed it up at the 
point for defenseman Joey Keane, whose wrister was 
redirected in the slot by Drury for a 4-1 advantage. 

Gust pushed the margin to 5-1 at 13:47 when CJ Smith 
broke up a Rockford pass in the defensive zone and sparked 
a breakaway for Gust, who had just finished serving a 
penalty. The Orland Park product’s first shot bounced out of 
Soderblom’s glove, so he raised his stick to waist level and 
whacked the rebound home. 

Noesen produced his second goal 36 seconds into the third 
period when he dropped to his knees near the crease to strip 
the puck away from defenseman Ian Mitchell and steer it 
past backup goaltender Cale Morris for a 6-1 lead. 

Rockford broke up Chicago’s six-goal onslaught with Evan 
Barratt’s tally at 7:21 of the third. 

Lyon (1-0) finished with 18 saves to earn his first postseason 
win since May 12, 2018, with Lehigh Valley. Soderblom (2-
1), who rejected 69 of 70 shots to lead Rockford to a two-
game sweep of Texas last week, stopped 22 of 27 shots in 
the first 40 minutes before giving way to Morris. 

The Wolves host Game 2 at 7 p.m. Saturday with Playoff 
Beer Specials featuring $3 domestic cans and $4 premium 
cans through the first intermission. To get the best deals on 
playoff tickets, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a 
team representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lodnia nominated for Dupre Award 
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The Chicago Wolves are proud to announce rookie forward 
Ivan Lodnia served as the organization’s nominee for the 
American Hockey League’s Yanick Dupre Award that goes to 
the league’s 2021-22 Person of the Year. 

Due to season-long health and safety protocols instituted by 
the AHL, Wolves players have not able to take advantage of 
as many opportunities to connect with Chicagoans and 
support local charities with their customary zeal. But Lodnia, 
a 22-year-old native of Los Angeles, California, transformed 
his passion for his family’s Ukrainian roots into an urgent 
social media campaign to support Ukraine. 

Lodnia’s father, Konstantin, and his mother, Irina, are from 
Ukraine. His older sister, Masha, was born in Ukraine. The 
family moved to the United States in 1996 with a few dollars 
in their pockets and a deep desire to experience the 
American dream. Since Ivan was born on Aug. 31, 1999, 
much of that dream has revolved around him developing into 
an NHL-worthy player. When Russia invaded Ukraine in late 
February, it reminded the Lodnias just how much they 
identify with their homeland — not least because several 
relatives still live there. 

“My uncle just joined the Army there,” Ivan said less than a 
week into the war. “My aunt, we tried to get her here, but it 
didn’t work out. So she’s in hiding. My other uncle, he fled. 
Usually, if you went to Poland, it would take a four-and-a-half 
or a five-hour drive. It took my uncle 25 hours because there 
was that much traffic.” 

During the opening days of the war, the Wolves were in 
Winnipeg to face the Manitoba Moose. When Lodnia wasn’t 
at the rink, he was inhaling every news update he could find. 
That hasn’t changed much over the ensuing 10 weeks. At 
one point, Lodnia’s father suggested he was ready to return 
to Ukraine to join the fight — so Ivan declared he would 
leave the Wolves and go with him. That stopped Konstantin 
in his tracks, but that hasn’t stopped them from doing what 
they can to help from America. 

As a symbol of his where his sympathies lie, Lodnia asked 
Wolves equipment manager Ryan Shoufer to paint the upper 
yellow stripe on the outside of his skates in blue. Now they 
look like the Ukrainian flag. 

Lodnia also launched a social media campaign and 
conducted interviews in order to publicize NovaUkraine.org 
— a non-profit organization that has raised $30 million to 
help the people of Ukraine. At the family’s ice rink in 
Anaheim, they’ve been collecting donations and clothes and 
then sending them to Ukraine. 

Each of the AHL’s 31 teams nominated either a worthy 
player or team employee for this year’s Yanick Dupre 
Memorial Award. The league announced Thursday that Iowa 
Wild defenseman Dakota Mermis has received the honor. 

The Wolves open the 2022 Calder Cup Playoffs at 7 p.m. 
today when they host the Rockford IceHogs at Allstate Arena 
for Game 1 of the Central Division Semifinals. For the best 
seats, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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Hurricanes had every chance to finish Bruins. Now, season comes down 
to that: chance 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED MAY 12, 2022 11:33 PM 

 

BOSTON 

This probably should have been over after four or five games, and it 
absolutely should have been over after six. The Carolina Hurricanes’ 
failure to take control of their own destiny has officially come back to 
haunt them. 

Their five-on-five dominance early in this series has now gone for naught. 
Their season now comes down to a single game. 

A single game Saturday in which anything can happen, in which the first 
six games of this series become all but meaningless, in which one bad 
bounce, one accidental error, can make 88 games of work moot. 

The Hurricanes had every chance to put the Boston Bruins away 
Thursday night, and now their present and future comes down to just 
that: chance. 

“We would have loved to have finished the job here,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “It is what it is. This is hockey. It’s the 
playoffs. We just have to go home and take care of the job.” 

That the Hurricanes have been virtually unassailable at home in this 
series may be a source of comfort, but it is scant comfort, at that. 
Certainly it’s better to be there than Boston, where the Hurricanes have 
engaged in any manner of self-sabotage, but they managed to introduce 
the grim spectre of an early elimination with this 5-2 loss when they 
easily could have avoided it entirely. 

“At the end of the day, it’s got to be a goal,” Nino Niederreiter said. 
“Pretty simple. If you have a chance five-on-three in the playoffs, you’ve 
got to make them count. It kind of broke us a little.” 

There is one unassailable rule of special teams that applies at all times, 
but especially in the playoffs: Give up a shorty or fail to score on a five-
on-three, and you’ve crossed the streams of fate and failure. 

Not that the Hurricanes were as good otherwise as they had been, even 
in the other games they lost in Boston. After a solid, scoreless first 
period, one bad line change by Tony DeAngelo led to an open look for 
Brad Marchand and the opening goal. The Bruins got a lucky bounce for 
their second on the power play. 

And when the Hurricanes did finally get on the board on Andrei 
Svechnikov’s goal early in the third, they got away from their game, their 
identity. Sebastian Aho’s bad night — on the wrong end of a crushing 
Charlie McAvoy hit early, several cringeworthy turnovers after that — got 

worse when he turned the puck over at the offensive blue line and the 
Bruins turned that into a sustained possession as the Hurricanes missed 
multiple chances to clear. It ended in an Erik Haula goal, to add insult to 
injury. 

“Kind of a tailspin in the third period,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal 
said. “We had it right there. We just didn’t quite stick with it.” 

Throw in too many poor performances and passengers, from Aho to 
DeAngelo to Martin Necas — who Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
basically called out Thursday morning, as starkly as he ever will one of 
his own players — and the Hurricanes made all of it too hard on 
themselves. Necas ended up flipped with Max Domi in the third period, 
demoted to the fourth line. Even Svechnikov’s second goal was after 
matters were decided; only Antti Raanta was truly on his game for 60 
minutes, and the Bruins might have scored seven or eight if he hadn’t 
been. 

“We had some guys that didn’t play well tonight,“ Brind’Amour said. “Let’s 
be blunt.” 

None of that was where the game was decided, though. Make no 
mistake: The failure to convert on the kind of opportunity that comes 
along on the road in the playoffs only once in a very great while had 
serious consequences. 

“You got to get a couple there,” Niederreiter said. 

It left the Hurricanes exactly where they did not want to be: Home, not to 
rest up for the next round, but for a Game 7 against a newly confident 
Bruins team that has gone from shaken after Game 5 to seeing a light 
that wasn’t there before. 

Of course, take care of business at home, as the Hurricanes have three 
times already in this series, and all is forgotten and all is forgiven. But 
there is no margin for error now, not in a one-game series with everything 
on the line when it didn’t need to be. 
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Hurricanes can’t close out Bruins on the road as Boston forces Game 7 
with 5-2 win 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 12, 2022 11:11 PM 

 

BOSTON 

It’s going to take seven. 
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The Boston Bruins lived to play another day Thursday, topping the 
Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 in Game 6 of their Stanley Cup playoff series to 
force a seventh and deciding game. 

Neither team has a win away from home and Game 7 will be played 
Saturday at PNC Arena in Raleigh. But, as Canes defenseman Ian Cole 
said Thursday morning, a Game 7 can be a fickle thing — a “coin flip,” 
Cole called it. 

It wasn’t hard to assess the Bruins victory this night at TD Garden. 
Boston won the special teams play, once defusing a Canes’ 5-on-3 
power play. One of their best players, the ever dangerous Brad 
Marchand, delivered the biggest goal of the game. 

Charlie Coyle scored a power-play goal and added an assist while 
Marchand assisted on Coyle’s score for a two-point game. 

For the third time at TD Garden in the series, the Bruins had the better of 
the goaltending play. Jeremy Swayman stymied the Hurricanes for the 
most part while the Canes’ Antti Raanta was vulnerable. 

Svechnikov beat Swayman with a short-side shot at 3:24 of the third, 
pulling the Canes within 2-1. But it was soon a two-game again. 

Defenseman Charlie McAvoy found Erik Haula open in the slot and 
Haula delivered for a 3-1 lead. When defenseman Derek Forbort scored 
on a shot from the slot, it was 4-1, and Curtis Lazar added an empty-net 
goal. 

The Bruins’ penalty killers were critical to the victory. Carolina couldn’t 
convert 54 seconds of a 5-on-3 advantage, overpassing or hesitating 
when shots were there. 

Raanta, rock solid in the Canes’ Game 5 win Tuesday, didn’t have a 
memorable 33rd birthday. He’ll likely get a chance to help the Canes win 
the series Saturday. 

Coyle’s power-play goal, which gave the Bruins a 2-0 lead, came off a 
bounce the Canes couldn’t seem to get Thursday. David Pastrnak’s shot 
was blocked by Cole but the puck landed near Coyle in the low slot for 
the quick shot and score. 

Haula’s goal was probably galling for the Canes. Carolina traded the 
center to the Florida Panthers in 2020 in the Vincent Trocheck deal, and 
Haula relished the goal Thursday. 
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Hurricanes-Bruins live updates: Carolina falls to Boston, 5-2, in Game 6, 
force Game 7 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED MAY 12, 2022 9:50 PM 

 

BOSTON 

The Carolina Hurricanes have a chance to close out the Boston Bruins in 
Game 6 of their first-round NHL playoff series Thursday night on the road 
after a 5-1 win at home in Game 5 on Tuesday. 

The time for a potential Game 7 back in Raleigh on Saturday has not yet 
been set, but if all four series go to Game 7s that day, it would likely be a 
1 p.m. afternoon start. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock at at TD 
Garden in Boston and will have live observations from the scene. Justin 
Pelletier is following along back in Raleigh. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Tonight’s game is available in North Carolina on Bally Sports South (Mike 
Maniscalco, Shane Willis, Abby Labar) and nationally on TNT (Kenny 
Albert, Eddie Olczyk, Bryce Salvador, Shannon Hogan). 

THIRD PERIOD 

Too little, too late, but ...: Will this spark the dormant power play? 
Svechnikov from Necas on the PP set, from the right circle. 

An empty-netter will seal it: For the fifth time in six games, the winning 
team will have at least five goals on the board after an emty-netter from 
Boston is good from distance. Curtis Lazar backhands it in from outside 
the sone, and the Bruins are plenty ahead. There will be a Game 7. 

Canes penalty to Slavin: The team jokes about Slavin’s one penalty from 
a year ago being a puck over the glass. He lived that in this game, 
whistled for that call. Nothing for the bruins on the PP, but not inside of 6 
to play, Bruins in command, up 4-1. 

And another. Game 7 looking like a reality: Antti Raanta had no stick 
after making a huge save, but a long shot from the left point beat him on 
the stick side. Derek Forbort from downtown with 9:17 to go after a heck 
of a shift from the fourth line. Laser with the screen in front. 

Big goal for Boston: Old frienemy Eric Haula tips in a McAvoy pass past 
Antti Raanta, and the Bruins have reestablished their 2-goal lead. That 
might be it, here. The crowd is energized, the Canes’ brief period of 
momentum is gone. 

Big hit stuns McAvoy: Jesperi Kotkaniemi rattled Charlie McAvoy well on 
the forecheck. Cameras showed McAvoy on the Bruins bench wincing a 
bit as he caught his breath. 

Necas with great chance on Swayman: Stepan sets up Necas cutting 
down the slot but he can’t get his backhand through Swayman’s five 
hole. Great chance. 

Deficit cut in half: Andrei Svechnikov sneaks in up the left side, great 
pass by Seth Jarvis to find him and Svechnikov roofed the puck short-
sdie high on Swayman. Very similar to Marchand strike earlier, but from 
the other side. 

Second-line shuffle: Our first lineup change, and Max Domi slots in with 
Trockeck and Terravained... and he immediately decks Taylor Hall. And 
Necas? Has a nice chance with his new fourth-line mates, and Swayman 
makes the stop. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Big hole for the Canes: Despite four power plays in the middle period, the 
Canes can’t find the net. Swayman was solid for Boston, but the PP 
looked off. Again. Meanwhile, Boston clung to its 1-0 lead for most for the 
period and popped in a PP goal at the tail end for a big 2-0 advantage 
through 40. 

Power play connects for Boston: This hasn’t been a discipline problem 
tonight for the Canes, it’s been an inability to play on special teams. After 
going oh-fer on their own PP to this point, a Pastrnak shot deflects 
through the crease, Charlie Coyle at the post for the tap-in. 2-0 Bruins on 
their power play chance. 

Canes now to the box: After four straight calls against Boston, officials 
whistle Brett Pesce for obstructing Jake DeBrusk in front of the net. 
Another of those clear calls. Boston huge chance here near the end of 
the second. 

Another stick infraction by Boston: Haula whistled for the high stick on 
Kotkaniemi, caught him in the neck. Another of those penalties where it is 
so cut and dry, the crowd groans, but doesn’t protest too much. And 
again the Canes’ PP looks dreadful. Terrible missed opportunities here in 
the second period for the Canes. They are 0-for-4 in the second. 

Canes get another power play...and another: The Hurricanes got their 
second power play, and almost immediately go up on a 5-on-3 after 
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penalties to Frederic with a sloppy offensive zone trip on Pesce and a 
Charlie McAvoy hooking call. In the 5-on-3, Trocheck twice beats 
Bergeron on draws but Bruins kill off everything. Crowd goes bonkers. 

Canes get a power play: Staal draws a penalty as Clifton goes for 
holding, and the Canes will get a chance with the man-advantage. 
Despite hitting the post twice (that’s one each for the teams tonight), 
nothing doing on the PP for the Hurricanes, and they remain down 1-0. 

Bruins draw first blood: Brad Marchand with the snipe from the right side. 
Canes’ bad change allows a quick outlet to a streaking Marchand. Top 
shelf short side shot beats Raatna. First time this series the Bruins have 
scored first. 

All square: Tense finish to the first period after a late icing by the Canes, 
but the period comes to an end with no damage either way. Bruins had a 
chance to get 37 + 63 out against the fourth line after the icing, but did 
not. Fourth line clears and gets a chance of its own at the other end.SOG 
11-8 Carolina. 

Clang goes the B-line trolley ... and the post: Patrice Bergeron rings one 
off the side of the post to Antti Raanta’s left. 

Staal solid on the PK: Jordan Staal’s meddlesome stick snuffs out the 
PP. Some boos from the partisans after the Canes’ centerman 
intercepted a couple of passes and disrupted a zone entry. 

First power play goes to Boston: Hooking called on Sebastian Aho as he 
gets his stick into Nosek as he’s backchecking and his stick got caught in 
the pads of the Bruins’ grinder. No doubt there. Aho will sit for two 
minutes. 

Huge hit by McAvoy: McAvoy catches Aho coming across the middle and 
sends him spinning. Massive hit. Aho goes down grabbing his head but 
up quickly. Started with a Jarvis steal in the defensive zone to spring a 
two-on-one. Ended ... poorly. 

Quick whistle?: Nino Niederreiter put the puck in the back of the net, but 
it was after the whistle had blown, so, despite the puck being loose, it 
was whistled no goal. There is no replay recourse for that. 

Accidental collision: Vincent Trocheck tried to make a tight turn after 
forechecking in the Bruins zone, lost and edge and tripped up Bruins’ 
goalie Jeremy Swayman. No harm, no foul, and we played on. 

Bruins come out hitting: David Pastrnak had a great first shift for Boston, 
and laid three hits against the Canes, one each against Terravainen, 
Pesce and Sjkei. The Bruins also had a few low-grade chances against 
Raanta, who was involved early with a couple of easy glove saves. 

UP NEXT 

ESPN currently has four broadcast windows for a potential Game 7 on 
Saturday — 1 p.m., 3:30 p.m., 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. For various reasons 
including time zones and Hockey Night in Canada, the Hurricanes and 
Bruins would likely slot into the earliest window that ESPN ends up using 
— 1 p.m. if there are four games or 3:30 if there are three, and so on. If 
the Toronto Maple Leafs are playing, they’ll go in the 7 p.m. HNIC time 
slot. The Los Angeles Kings and Edmonton Oilers would likely take the 
9:30 p.m. window if they’re still going. 

If the Hurricanes advance Thursday, the next series could start as soon 
as Sunday if the Pittsburgh Penguins close out the New York Rangers in 
their Game 6 on Friday, but Tuesday is a more likely alternative in other 
scenarios because PNC Arena is booked with a concert on Monday. 

MORNING UPDATE 

Jordan Martinook (right leg) made the trip with the team and skated at TD 
Garden on Thursday morning, but the Hurricanes’ lines and defensive 
pairings were the same as they were for Game 5. Antti Raanta gets the 
start on his 33rd birthday. For the first time in the series, Steven Lorentz 
and Ethan Bear were dressed and skating in warmups. 

Defenseman Hampus Lindholm (concussion) is back in the lineup for the 
Bruins, who will at least start with Jake DeBrusk on the top line with 

Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand, with David Pastrnak playing with 
Taylor Hall and Erik Haula. Matt Grzelcyk, nominally Boston’s third-best 
defenseman, is a scratch. 

Jean Hebert and Trevor Hanson are the referees. Andrew Smith and 
Matt McPherson are the linesmen. 

Since moving to North Carolina, the Hurricanes are 5-3 in Game 6s 
played on the road. 
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Hurricanes treating Game 6 against Bruins as ‘absolute must-win,’ hope 
to avoid Game 7 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 12, 2022 2:05 PM 

 

BOSTON 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole has two Stanley Cup rings, 
and knows a thing or two about what it takes to win a playoff series. 

His advice Thursday to the Canes: Win Game 6 against the Boston 
Bruins and avoid a Game 7, even if it would be back on home ice. Don’t 
take a chance, even with a 3-2 series lead. 

“In my mind, Game 7s are a little bit of a coin flip, Cole said. “We’re going 
to try and avoid that at all costs. Absolute must-win and we’re going to 
match their level of desperation.” 

Neither team has a road win in the series. The Canes have been 
dominant at PNC Arena, outscoring the Bruins 15-4 in taking three wins, 
while the Bruins responded with home wins in Games 3 and 4. 

Carolina has scored four power-play goals while killing off 10 of 11 
penalties in their three home wins. The Bruins outscored the Canes 9-4 
in winning two games at TD Garden, scoring four power-play goals while 
going 10-for-10 on their penalty kill. 

Why such a home-ice series? 

“I don’t really have a good answer for that,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday before the team’s flight to Boston. 
“Obviously (at PNC Arena) it’s pretty electric. I know there’s a definite 
boost that you get. I never thought home-ice advantage was that big a 
deal. But when you get here (to PNC Arena) it certainly feels like there’s 
more electricity in the building.” 

NEED MORE FROM NECAS 

Brind’Amour didn’t single out Martin Necas, but he did have some 
interesting words to say about the forward when asked Thursday about 
his play in the playoffs. 

Necas had two assists in the first five games despite getting his fair share 
of ice time. He’s slated to start on the Vincent Trocheck line with Teuvo 
Teravainen in Game 6. 

Necas, who will be restricted free agent in the offseason, had an 
inconsistent season and some modest offensive numbers: 14 goals and 
40 points in 78 games. The former first-round draft pick had one goal in 
the last 16 games of the regular season, and has had four shots in the 
first five games of the Bruins series while trying to find other ways to 
contribute. 
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“Everybody has got their role on the team and if you help on offense or 
defense, or block a shot or kill on the PK, it’s good for the team,” Necas 
said Thursday. 

WHAT’S UP WITH FREDDIE? 

With each passing day, the question is more pressing: When will goalie 
Frederik Andersen be healthy enough to return and play? 

Brind’Amour has been asked several times if Andersen, injured April 16 
at Colorado, is close to returning or not so close to getting back. His 
answer has been the same: “Closer.” 

“He hasn’t had a full practice yet,” Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “Until 
that happens, I don’t expect him.” 

The Canes’ game plan for Thursday is a simple one: replicate their play 
from Tuesday in Game 5. 

“We got a lot of pucks to the net,” defeneseman Brady Skjei said. “Create 
some chaos. And we played strong defensively, so we’ve got to keep 
doing that.” 

The Canes had a series-high 38 shots in Game 5, and Bruins goalie 
Jeremy Swayman allowed more rebounds than he did in the previous two 
games. 

OF NOTE 

▪ With all the talk about the Canes’ Seth Jarvis scoring twice in Game 5 
— and hitting the post with another attempt — the rookie forward also 
filled out the stat sheet quite nicely. 

Jarvis had a team-high eight shots, tied for the team high with four hits, 
led the Canes with four takeaways and blocked two shots. He also won 
one of his two faceoffs. 

▪ The Canes have gotten 17 points (four goals, 13 assists) from their 
defensemen in the series, a total second only to Colorado. 

▪ Teuvo Teravainen’s three assists in Game 5 were a career high in the 
playoffs. It also was the forward’s first three-point playoff game. 
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Hurricanes’ Niederreiter proves versatility in helping shut down Bruins’ 
top players 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED MAY 12, 2022 1:24 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

As this series shifts back to Boston, the Carolina Hurricanes will once 
again be without what has become their biggest weapon. The ability of 
Jordan Staal, Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter to turn the Bruins from a 
one-line team into a none-line team has been the determining factor in all 
five games so far. 

At home, where the Hurricanes can get that fivesome — the forward trio 
ably and primarily assisted by Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei — out against 
Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand and either David Pastrnak or Jake 
DeBrusk, the Bruins have been completely stymied. On the road, where 
the Bruins can use the last change to pick that group’s spots, the 
Hurricanes have had a tougher time. 

They’ve got one more chance to figure it out in Boston, with a chance to 
close the Bruins out in Game 6 on Thursday night. 

There’s very little surprising about Staal assuming that role. Perennially 
overlooked for the Selke Trophy that goes to the NHL’s best defensive 
forward, Staal is a versatile two-way center who plays the way his coach 
once did, only bigger (if not stronger). 

Nor is there anything shocking about Fast excelling in the job. He’s also 
overlooked around the NHL for his relentlessly efficient play, but not 
among his teammates. Both with the Hurricanes and New York Rangers, 
Fast has been chosen annually as the winner of whatever award is 
decided by a player vote. Whether on the forecheck or on defense, he’s a 
disruptive dynamo. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter (21) checks Boston’s Charlie 
McAvoy (73) into the boards during the second period on Monday, May 
2, 2022 during game one of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Niederreiter’s the odd man in on this line that’s as reliable as traffic and 
weather together on the 1s: 21, 11 and 71 . A high-powered, goal-scoring 
power forward for much of his career, Niederreiter has never struggled at 
the defensive end but has perhaps at times had higher priorities. There 
are a lot of players who can play a 200-foot game; few have 
Niederreiter’s ability to protect the puck or his finishing touch. The latter 
often takes precedence. It does not right now. 

“It’s definitely been a different game for me,” Niederreiter said. “I’ve been 
enjoying it a lot. The more you play with certain guys, the more chemistry 
you build. That’s been the case. Almost all year I’ve been playing with 
Jordo and Fast and I know exactly what I get from them. We talk a lot on 
the ice and off the ice about what we can do to produce and not just shut 
down other team’s top lines. I think that’s clicked for us.” 

But it’s the defense, the shutting down, that’s truly exceptional — 
highlighted by the Hurricanes’ difficulty against Bergeron et al when they 
can’t get the Staal line out against them. Each of the three forwards 
brings a different element to the trio: Staal’s range and wingspan, Fast’s 
savvy and indefatigable hustle, Niederreiter’s combination of size and 
skill. 

“He’s a big body,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think that 
helps take the blows. He eats the pucks. I think that helps in the offensive 
zone. We know he’s got a scoring touch. That helps with those guys. 
That may not be what they’re known for, but Nino has a little flair around 
the net.” 

This isn’t exactly a new dimension to Niederreiter’s game, but he’s also 
never been asked to play quite this role — and earlier in his career, when 
he was just finding his way in the NHL, when goals were the currency of 
success, he could hardly imagine it: “It’s definitely a long way since then,” 
Nieddereiter said. 

Some Swiss people speak five or more languages routinely. Niederreiter 
says he actually speaks only two well, English and German. Niederreiter 
learned Italian in school and grew up in a Romansh-speaking area, but 
so close to the German border that he essentially grew up bilingual 
instead of pentalingual. 

As a player, as he enters the waning half of his career, the 29-year-old 
Niederreiter has become fluent in yet another style of play. A streaky 
finisher who can put some muscle behind it has recast himself as a two-
way shutdown winger. 

Niederreiter was always an analytics darling during his time in Minnesota, 
controlling possession whether he was scoring or not, playing on the top 
line when he was hot, drawing checking duty with current Bruins 
opponent Charlie Coyle when not. He’s kind of doing both simultaneously 
now, and bringing an offensive element his linemates do not. 

“He plays the right way,” Fast said. “He’s hard on the pucks. He can hold 
onto it, he’s a big boy. He helps us because he plays the same way.” 
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This is, in some ways, a natural and ongoing and continuing evolution of 
his game, the rounding out of a veteran player, filling in the gaps. Times 
change. People grow. In this case, the evolution could potentially prolong 
Niederreiter’s time in Carolina. 

That isn’t on anyone’s minds right now, not with the imperative to flip the 
script on the Bruins in Boston. Whether the 1s get much of a chance 
against the Bruins’ No. 1 line or not, their real strength is that their role 
and mentality never change — and all three have bought into that 
equally. 

“We try to lead by example and go out the right way,” Niederreiter said. “I 
know the goals we score are not the prettiest ones but they count the 
same.” 
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Hurricanes need more out of everyone after Bruins force Game 7 

 

Sara Civian 

5-6 minutes 13/05/2022 

 

BOSTON — Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole, veteran of 102 NHL 
playoff games and owner of two Stanley Cup titles, knows a thing or two 
about the postseason. 

So I was inclined to believe him when he labeled Game 6 as an “absolute 
must-win” after morning skate. 

“Well, in my mind, Game 7 is usually a bit of a coin flip,” he said. “So 
we’re going to try to avoid that at all costs. We’re going to try to win 
tonight, absolute-must win. We’re going to need to match their level of 
desperation. We’ve been talking about it, how desperate these teams 
are. We have been trying to bring that level of desperation every night, 
but we can certainly continue to ratchet that level up as we go.” 

Head coach Rod Brind’Amour shook his head a bit when, after Cole’s 
answer, I asked him if Game 6 was a must-win. 

“We’re approaching it like it is,” he conceded. “This is as big a game as 
we’ve had all year.” 

You’d think Cole developed this aversion to Game 7s in any of the 101 
playoff games prior to Thursday, but he’s actually haunted by a memory 
from his college days. The NCAA takes a one-and-done approach to the 
playoffs. 

“My sophomore year we were a really great team, No. 1 in the country,” 
said Cole, who played at Notre Dame. “We ended up losing to Bemidji 
State — a team we never should have lost to. But their goalie got hot, we 
hit a couple posts, they got a couple lucky goals, all of the sudden, the 
game’s over. A series, I think, is a really great way to figure out who the 
better team is, and the better team usually comes out on top. When it’s a 
one-and-done situation, anything can happen. We believe we’re the 
better team, and we want to win this game tonight and not give that 
Game 7 crapshoot opportunity to the Bruins.” 

Cole has appeared in six Game 7s in his NHL career — three wins and 
three losses. After a 5-2 loss Thursday due to the ongoing special teams 
battle and an uncharacteristically poor third period from the Canes, he 
will be appearing in a seventh. 

The crapshoot will not be avoided. At least the dealer’s from Raleigh. 

• Shoutout to Andrei Svechnikov for sort of, almost, but not quite ruining a 
clean talking point, and providing a bright spot heading into Game 7. His 

second goal of the game was on the power play, but it was also during 
garbage time when the Canes were already toast. I think the overarching 
point still stands: The Canes went 0-for-4 on their man advantage when 
they were still in it in the second period, including a five-on-three with 
zero shots on net. Minutes later, Charlie Coyle capitalized on a Bruins 
power play. It was a lucky bounce, sure, but see Cole’s earlier quote for 
how those tend to work. Seth Jarvis had an outstanding chance that 
wrung off the post during those four missed opportunities, and there were 
a few solid chances that Jeremy Swayman deftly saved. But that five-on-
three was brutal. Not only was there too much passing, but the passes 
were not connecting. 

“It would have been nice to capitalize,” Brind’Amour said. “We had a 
couple of real good looks and didn’t get them. And then obviously on that 
five-on-three, we didn’t do it right. But we did have a good power play on 
the first one. We hit, I think, two crossbars, maybe three. But you’ve got 
to convert, and we didn’t. And they got that one where we made a 
mistake on the change, and they got it in the best player’s hands and he 
made us pay. And then we started chasing the game a little bit. Every 
mistake we made, it felt like they capitalized.” 

• And, what’s far more troubling? The Canes’ inability to connect on 
passes, inability to clear the puck (the Bruins kept capitalizing on this), 
and the telegraphed giveaways extended into even-strength play — 
especially in the third. “We had some guys who didn’t play well tonight,” 
Brind’Amour said. “Let’s just be blunt. If you play poorly here then you’re 
going to be in trouble. It was nice to see him get a couple, but we need 
everybody to be ready to roll next game.” 

• Unfortunately, that leads us to the play of Sebastian Aho. He’s been so 
consistently good these past few years that you notice when he’s bad. 
He just passed Brind’Amour for most playoff points in Hurricanes history, 
but he had zero Thursday. Matter of fact, he had zero shots in 18:10 time 
on ice. And it wasn’t just the lack of scoring. He lost his man on two of 
the Bruins’ most important goals, he had a few completely 
uncharacteristic turnovers and plucked passes. He was not himself 
Thursday, and maybe that bodes well for Game 7. However we want to 
spin it, Game 7 is huge for him. 

• At the same time, Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck logged more 
than that 18:10. Was that just a byproduct of a rare poor game from Aho, 
or did the Charlie McAvoy hit in the first period leave Aho a little more 
banged up than advertised? “Obviously a good hit by him,” Aho said. “It 
caught me kind of off guard. But yeah, it was a big hit. It is what it is. It’s 
playoff hockey. You’ve got to expect to have a couple of those.” 

“He came right back up,” Brind’Amour said. 

• Antti Raanta deserved better on his birthday. 
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Bruins top Hurricanes to force Game 7 in Carolina 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff, 

 

Even as the Bruins fell behind two games to none, even as the odds and 
the history tilted against them, they braced themselves for the long game. 

Carolina was clearly formidable. Three regular-season losses made that 
clear to the Bruins. 

But the Hurricanes were an upstart. The Bruins were a team with 
postseason war stories. 

Add this one to the list. 
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The Bruins forced Game 7 with a 5-2 win Thursday at TD Garden. 

“I love it,” said Bruin coach Bruce Cassidy. “This is what you play for. 
Guys should be excited. Game 7, Stanley Cup playoffs. Home or road. 
We’d rather be at home, not going to lie to you, but we’d play them on 
Mars if we had to. That’s what it’s all about. I’m sure they’d say the same 
thing.” 

Sort of. 

Faced with a winner-takes-all scenario, Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour understood the unpredictability of a Game 7. 

“You never know what can happen,” he said. “You just don’t know ... The 
good news is we have another game to play.” 

We got down and, instead of just sticking with it, we tried to do too 
much,” Brind’Amour said. 

If experience matters in Game 7s, Boston has it by a landslide. 

This will be the Bruins’ 29th in franchise history. The Canes have been in 
nine. In fact, the Bruins have faced more Game 7s since 2010 than the 
Canes have in franchise history. 

The Bruins are 15-13 all-time in Game 7s. They’re 1-4 in Game 7s on the 
road. The last time they had to go the distance, of course, was in the 
2019 Stanley Cup Final when they lost, 4-1, to St. Louis. 

“It’s going to be a battle,” said Charlie Coyle. “It’s going to be a battle. 
Who wants it more. Game 7. These are the games you play for and you 
want to play in. So we’re excited. We’ve got to come in and take one in 
their building, so it’s a great opportunity to do that.” 

“It’s going to be a battle,” Coyle said. “It’s going to be a battle. Who wants 
it more. Game 7. These are the games you play for and you want to play 
in. So we’re excited. We’ve got to come in and take one in their building, 
so it’s a great opportunity to do that.” 

To force this series to the max, the Bruins finally got the start they were 
looking for. 

Brad Marchand gave the Bruins what they desperately needed with his 
breakaway goal 46 seconds into the second period. 

The Hurricanes had scored first in each of the previous five games in the 
series. For once, the Bruins didn’t have to play from behind. 

The problem? One penalty after another. 

A tripping call on Trent Frederic at 9:08 put the Canes on a power play 
and a hooking call on Charlie McAvoy at 10:!5 made it 5 on 3. 

But a Bruins penalty kill that’s been a savior for much of the series came 
through again, leaving the Canes empty-handed. 

The kill had to go right back to work at 13:36 when Erik Haula was called 
for high-sticking Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

Coming into Thursday, the Tampa Bay Lightning (28) were the only team 
in the playoffs with more power-play opportunities than the Hurricanes 
(27). 

The bulk of Carolina’s chances came at home (17). 

As lopsided as some of the games have been, special teams have been 
a central element of the series. No other matchup has combined for more 
power-play chances. 

The Bruins killed four penalties in the period. 

“Every mistake we made, it felt like they capitalized,” Brind’Amour said. 

Coming in, their penalty kill was 4 for 27 and their 85.2 kill rate was the 
third-best clip in the postseason behind Washington and Dallas. 

“It’s been a series where we’ve been killing a lot of penalties,” Cassidy 
said. “Hopefully that is stemmed a little as we got to Carolina for Game 
7.” 

They were rewarded for it when Brett Pesce went to the box for holding 
Jake DeBrusk, giving them their second power-play of the game at 16:58 
in the second. 

Charlie Coyle gave the Bruins a 2-0 lead with his second goal of the 
series. He corralled the puck after David Pastrnak’s shot from the left 
circle ricocheted off Ian Cole and punched it past Antti Raanta before 
Raanta could turn around. 

Up 2-0 going into the third, the Bruins’ only job was to hold on. A two-
goal lead has been essentially insurmountable in these playoffs (the 
Penguins are the only team to overcome one). 

The Canes threatened to change that in the third when Andrei 
Svechnikov got behind the Bruins’ defense, took a feed from Seth Jarvis, 
and netted a goal that cut the deficit in half at the 3:24 mark. 

But Erik Haula’s goal at 7:08, a one-timer off a pass from Charlie 
McAvoy, gave the Bruins room to breath again with a 3-1 lead. Derek 
Forbort padded it with his first goal of the series at 10:43. And Curtis 
Lazar kicked more dirt with a score at 15:43. Svechnikov’s goal didn’t 
make the final score any prettier, but both teams agree that all the games 
are closer than the scoreboard’s shown. 

“The score’s been lopsided in all of them, but I think the games were 
tighter,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s just weird the way the bounces went.” 

As far as morale, the Canes left Boston low. But getting back to PNC 
Arena should give them a charge, Brind’Amour said. 

“Right now, it’s tough,” he said. “It should feel brutal, to be honest with 
you. Then you wake up and you feel excited that you have an 
opportunity.” 

Neither team has won a road game in the series. To move on, the Bruins 
will have to find a way to make it happen. 

“We’ve got to win, now, one road game,” Cassidy said. “That’s what’s in 
front of us. We knew that when we started the series. You have to win a 
road game — at least one — if we wanted to win. So here it is.” 
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Bruins finally score first, and score often, in beatdown of Hurricanes to 
force Game 7, and other observations 

 

By Matt Porter Globe Staff,Updated May 12, 2022, 9:40 p.m. 

 

The Bruins knew the deal: To win this series, they’d have to win a game 
in Carolina. 

They have earned the right to try. 

Boston’s 5-2 victory in Game 6 gave them a Saturday date in Raleigh, 
N.C., where they have not won all season. 

On Thursday they scored first (Brad Marchand’s wicked wrister), 
extended the lead (Charlie Coyle’s power-play goal), and put up three 
goals in the third to leave TD Garden smiling. 

Whether they can quiet PNC Arena in Game 7 remains the largest 
question of their season. 

Observations from Game 6: 
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▪ Protecting a one-goal lead in the third, the Bruins weren’t inspiring 
confidence. They were running around. Charlie McAvoy was hurting on 
the bench after a shoulder-to-shoulder stapling from Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

But Hampus Lindholm picked off a pass. Jake DeBrusk held the 
offensive zone. The reunited Taylor Hall-Erik Haula-David Pastrnak line 
played hot potato with the puck, until McAvoy arrived. 

He curled out high, above the right circle, and fed Haula for a slot tip past 
Antti Raanta. Bruins, 3-1, at 7:08 of the third. 

▪ Derek Forbort made it a three-goal lead at 10:43, his screened shot 
from the left point deflecting off Kotkaniemi and fluttering home. That 
came after some dogged work by the fourth line, which nearly scored 
moments before. 

▪ Curtis Lazar, who couldn’t lift a backhand during the aforementioned 
sequence, shuttled home an empty-netter at 15:43 after Nick Foligno and 
Tomas Nosek bulled the puck out of the zone. 

▪ Jeremy Swayman stopped his first 19 shots, but Andrei Svechnikov 
beat him with a short-side snapper over the blocker after the Bruins’ top 
line got bunched up in the defensive zone. No one had Svechnikov, who 
made it 2-1 at 3:24 of the third. 

The rookie made one of his best a few minutes after, denying Martin 
Necas’s backhand breakaway bid after a breakdown by the Bruins. A 
response from the Bruins, who scored the next three goals, and the 
netminder. 

Swayman, who made 23 saves, is the obvious choice to start Game 7. It 
will be his career-high fifth start in a row. 

▪ Will Bruce Cassidy roll the same lineup? He went back to what was 
working pre-playoffs: DeBrusk on the first line, Pastrnak on the second 
line, Trent Frederic on the third. 

Hall and Haula, to Cassidy’s eye, look more confident with Pastrnak. 
DeBrusk clearly loves skating with Marchand and Bergeron. Frederic 
hasn’t played much of late, but he can complement a big-boy line with 
Coyle and Craig Smith. 

“You hope you make the right call for the right reasons,” Cassidy said. 
“Tonight it worked out for us. We’ll see what we have to do in Carolina.” 

▪ For the first time in the series — and in nine meetings against the 
Hurricanes this season — the Bruins scored the opening goal. 

Some 46 seconds into the second period, Marchand rolled down the right 
wing and ripped one short-side glove on Raanta. Not the sharpest strike 
the Finn has allowed this series. Marchand celebrated with a single-arm 
stick raise and a deadpan expression. 

Helping paint the scene: series villain Tony DeAngelo, who changed off 
as Marchand cruised to the far blue line. Connor Clifton filled the lane 
with a 100-foot outlet, and DeAngelo’s absence let Marchand scoot solo 
into the zone. 

DeAngelo was booed, Kyrie-style, every time he touched the puck. 

▪ In Game 5, the Bruins flopped on special teams, and had zero puck 
luck. Both flipped in Game 6 on Causeway Street. 

They once again took too many penalties, but killed five of six, including 
54 seconds of a five on three. They also went 1 for 3 on the power play, 
Coyle’s putback of a fortunate bounce giving them a two-goal edge. 

▪ Perhaps guilty of not shooting enough on their first PP, the Bruins were 
looking like the same bunch after DeBrusk drew a hold in front of the net 
late in the second (getting to the net: it works). They held the puck on the 
perimeter, trying to set up the right play. 

They finally scored with Coyle and Smith fighting for real estate in front of 
Raanta. Pastrnak’s one-time bomb was partially blocked by Sebastian 
Aho, and the puck landed in front of Coyle. He deposited it into an empty 
cage with 1:56 left in the second. 

“Net-front goal to extend the lead,” Cassidy said. “I’m glad they scored 
that way. It’ll give them confidence they can do it again on Saturday.” 

▪ The PK was fantastic, and also lucky. The Hurricanes hit the post twice 
on their first power play, on which the Bruins were scrambling. 

They survived that. They survived an offensive-zone stick foul from 
Frederic, a bad penalty made worse when McAvoy was guilty of a hold. 

The resulting five on three saw Patrice Bergeron, Forbort and Brandon 
Carlo out for the entire 54 seconds. Forbort’s block of a Svechnikov 
slapper was crucial. 

▪ Lindholm, back in the lineup after being out three games with an upper-
body injury, was massive. He played a game-high 24:48 and impacted 
play in all three zones with a sharp stick and quick wheels. Easily his 
best game of the postseason. 

“He makes it look easy,” Coyle said. 

He reunited with McAvoy, giving the Bruins the primo pair they saw for 
seven games in April. With less than 10 minutes gone in the first, 
Lindholm erased a DeBrusk turnover by snatching Aho’s dangerous pass 
after waiting him out. McAvoy then ran over Aho for the exclamation 
point. 

Lindholm created Boston’s first power play with his feet, taking a puck 
north from the neutral zone and feeding Nosek, who drew a hook. 

▪ The Bruins don’t want to take penalties, but few teams in the 
postseason can roll PK pairs as rangy and effective as Lindholm-McAvoy 
and Forbort-Carlo. 
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Hampus Lindholm shows no rust in his return to Bruins lineup 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff,Updated May 12, 2022, 7:49 p.m. 

 

Sebastian Aho saw the two-on-one developing midway through the first 
period of the Bruins’ 5-2 win in Game 6 as soon as Seth Jarvis picked off 
a pass in the Bruins’ offensive zone. Jarvis upped the puck to Aho and 
broke off to the middle of the ice to put Hampus Lindholm in a tricky spot. 

With the Bruins facing elimination Thursday at TD Garden in Game 6 of 
their first-round series against the Carolina Hurricanes, Lindholm 
returned to the ice for the first time since taking a brutal hit from Andrei 
Svechnikov in Game 2. 

His instincts showed no signs of rust. 

Lindholm jostled his stick between Aho and Jarvis, making Aho think 
twice about making a quick pass. The misdirection bought Lindholm 
enough time to be in position to snag the puck when Aho eventually did 
try to dish it. 

As soon as he had the puck on his blade, Lindholm tried to get it out to 
Charlie McAvoy, who was swooping in on the tail end of the play. 

McAvoy, playing his second game since being cleared from COVID 
protocols two days after entering, spotted a check he could finish. 

As McAvoy took the pass, Aho tried to break it up. Instead, Aho got 
wiped out with a shoulder-to-shoulder hit from McAvoy that sent Aho 
spinning to the ice, losing his stick and clutching his helmet before 
eventually getting to his feet. 

“He came right back up, but that could’ve been scary, for sure,” said 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour. 
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Aho chalked up the hit to the time of year. 

“Obviously, good hit by him,” Aho said. “Caught me kind of off guard. A 
big hit, but it is what it is. It’s playoff hockey. You’ve got to expect to have 
a couple of those.” 

Charlie McAvoy with a huge hit on Sebastian Aho. 
pic.twitter.com/7liZPjUoGo 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 12, 2022 

The hit sent a charge through TD Garden. The McAvoy-Lindholm pair, 
whose time together had been limited this series, also gave the Bruins a 
lift they had been looking for from the blue line. 

“They’re just good players with good hockey IQ that want the puck,” 
Cassidy said. 

The Bruins forced a Game 7 and, after watching the Bruins even the 
series with wins at home in Games 3 and 4 only to fall behind on the road 
in Game 5, Lindholm was glad to get back on the ice. 

“This time of year, you want to be out there,” Lindholm said. “I would 
probably rank myself the worst guy watching hockey. It’s not fun sitting in 
the stands or watching at home from the TV.” 

Rather than dwell on whether the hit by Svechnikov in Game 2 was 
clean, Lindholm chose to move forward. 

“Obviously, you can tell that he wants a hit,” he said. “But it’s the playoffs. 
That’s almost like a week ago now. So that’s in the past.” 

Lindholm said he began to feel normal fairly quickly after the hit. He 
skated with the team during practices while he was out. 

“Luckily, I’m in good shape enough to take it in a good way,” he said. 
“And luckily I didn’t take worse.” 

More tinkering 

After shaking up the lines the previous three games, Cassidy returned to 
the look he went with for most of the second half. 

Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron, and Jake DeBrusk were back on the 
top line. David Pastrnak went back to the second line with Taylor Hall 
and Erik Haula. Trent Frederic, Charlie Coyle and Craig Smith reunited 
on the third line and Nick Foligno Tomas Nosek, and Curtis Lazar filled 
out the fourth. 

“That’s just going back to what we were successful [with] going back to 
the second half of the year — how we started the series essentially,” 
Cassidy said. “We made an adjustment in Game 3 we felt we needed to 
make. But we always felt we’d like to get back to when we were playing 
our best hockey.” 

The change worked. The Bruins got production across all lines. 
Marchand scored his fourth goal of the series. Coyle added a power-play 
goal. Haula, Derek Forbort and Lazar each scored their first goals of the 
series. 

“There was a lot of talk about what happened earlier in the year,” Cassidy 
said. “We had to sort of block out some noise and sometimes that’s 
difficult for players. So we went back to a formula which we knew has 
been successful for us.” 

Cassidy’s pushed all the right buttons since the Bruins fell behind 2-0. 
With a Game 7 on Saturday, he’ll try to do the same. 

“You change lines for a reason through the course of the playoffs,” 
Cassidy said. “You hope you make the right call for the right reasons and 
tonight it worked out for us. And we’ll do what we have to do in Game 7.” 
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Bruins refuse to lose on home ice, force Game 7 

 

Steve Conro 

 

The Bruins must win a game in their House of Horrors if they want to 
keep their Stanley Cup hopes alive. 

But, as unlikely as it may have seemed at times in this series, there will 
be a Game 7 on Saturday at PNC Arena. 

For the first time in the season series, the B’s never trailed in Game 6 on 
Thursday at the Garden and forced a Game 7 with a 5-2 victory over the 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

Now it’s back to Raleigh, N.C., where they have yet to win this year, for 
one winner-take-all game. Through six games, no visiting team has won 
a game. But while PNC Arena has not been kind to the B’s, there is no 
place they’d rather be on Saturday, given the alternative. 

“I love it,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. “This is what you play for. Guys 
should be excited. Game 7, Stanley Cup playoffs, home or road. We’d 
rather be at home, I’m not going to lie to you. But we’d play ’em on Mars 
if we had to right now. We just want to get after it.” 

Of the three victories the B’s have notched, Game 6 was their most 
complete. With Cassidy dropping David Pastrnak back down to the Erik 
Haula-Taylor Hall line, the B’s got the balanced scoring for which they 
were looking. They got goals from members of all four forward lines and 
a defenseman. 

And that defenseman, Derek Forbort, had to come up huge defensively 
in a key stretch in the second period when the B’s, trying to protect a 1-0 
lead, took four straight penalties, two of which produced a 5-on-3 for 54 
seconds. They did not get a shot on goal on the two-man advantage and 
the B’s killed all four of those penalties. Forbort played a team-high 4:41 
on the kill, blocked three shots, had three takeaways and three hits. 

“He’s really stepped up. It’s been a series where we’ve been killing a lot 
of penalties,” said Cassidy. “Hopefully that’s stemmed a little as we go to 
Carolina for Game 7. We’ve got to stay out of the box. … But in the 
meantime, he’s been excellent on it.” 

There was some question after the Game 5 loss in Carolina as to who 
the netminder might be for Thursday’s Game 6, but the choice of rookie 
Jeremy Swayman turned out to be the correct one. He made 23 saves on 
the night and made the big saves, especially in the first period (11 stops) 
that allowed the B’s to score first. Now he’ll get his first taste of a Game 
7. 

“It’s a dream come true. I can’t wait,” said Swayman, who started his 
fourth straight game on Thursday for the first time this season. 

The Bruins took a 2-0 lead into the third period on second-period goals 
from Brad Marchand (giving the B’s their first 1-0 lead against Carolina in 
nine games this season) and Charlie Coyle (power play), but Carolina 
struck back with an early goal in the third to halve the lead. With the B’s 
top line and pair on the ice, they turned the puck over in the neutral zone 
and the Canes came back on a quick counter-attack. Seth Jarvis fed 
Andrei Svechnikov on the left wing and he buried it short-side past 
Swayman at 3:24. 

But the B’s did not buckle. They hemmed the Canes in their end before 
Charlie McAvoy jumped on the ice and skated into a loose puck. He 
drifted to the right side before sliding a pass into the slot to Erik Haula, 
who made a deft redirect at 7:08 for his first goal of the series. 

“Probably one of the best things we did all night was respond after they 
made it 2-1,” said Cassidy. “Earlier this year, we’d have to fight through 
that longer. And right away, we came right back down, played the right 
way, managed the puck, got it back and scored the next goal. That’s a 
good sign that’ll carry over to Game 7 should it happen again.” 
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Then the hard work from the B’s fourth line produced some much-needed 
puck luck. The light-scoring unit won battle after battle until the puck went 
to Forbort at the left point. Forbort flipped a wrister that found its way 
through a maze of bodies and past Antti Raanta at 10:43. 

The Canes pulled the goalie with just under five minutes left, but Curtis 
Lazar added an empty-netter with 4:17 to go. 

Marchand was called for spearing, picking up a double minor, which 
seemed like more of a game-managing call than anything, and 
Svechnikov added a power-play goal, but the Canes were not coming 
back in this one. 

While some may give the B’s little chance of winning on the road, given 
the way the series has gone, Hampus Lindholm likes the role the B’s find 
themselves in. 

“I know they have confidence at home and it’s going to be fun for us to 
come in there as an underdog,” said Lindholm, who looked strong in his 
return to the lineup. “We’ll show them what we’ve got.” 
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Bruins-Hurricanes: The B’s biggest concern ahead of Game 6 

 

Alexi Iafrato 

 

It’s do or die. The Hurricanes took Game 5 — meaning the Bruins have 
no room for error in Game 6. 

The B’s biggest concern ahead of puck drop — their top line efficiency. 

Carolina completely shut down the first-line of Brad Marchand, David 
Pastrnak and Patrice Bergeron in Game 5. 

The Hurricanes third line, along with back-end support, held firm against 
the Bruins top attackers, who had plenty of chances, but couldn’t hit the 
back of the net. 

It’s a reoccurring issue stacking Pasta, Marchand and Bergeron because 
it makes them that much more vulnerable with no offensive reinforcement 
from their second, third or fourth lines. 

Connor Clifton was the lone wave maker with the sole goal last game. 

Plus defensively — Charlie McAvoy made an unexpected return in Game 
5, but didn’t play at full capacity — and therefore wasn’t much help. 

If the first-liners don’t get help tonight — Game 6 will likely be the Bruins 
last. It’s B’s or bust. 
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Bruins notebook: Hampus Lindholm in, Matt Grzelcyk out 

 

Steve Conroy 

 

With Hampus Lindholm’s return for Thursday’s Game 6, coach Bruce 
Cassidy had to make a decision on which left stick had to come out of the 
lineup. The numbers, presumably, made the choice fairly simple. 

Matt Grzelcyk, minus-6 in five game along with an uncharacteristic three 
minor penalties, was the scratch for the do-or-die game at the Garden 
while Mike Reilly was given the nod to play with Brandon Carlo. Lindholm 

was back on the top pair with Charlie McAvoy and the third pair remained 
Derek Forbort and Connor Clifton. 

Grzelcyk has been playing with an upper body injury, which no doubt has 
hampered him. 

“Griz is playing through a little bit of stuff. We know that. He has 
throughout the year. We’ve given him certain nights to sort of recover 
and we just feel now is one of those times where we’re going to do that 
again,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. 

Meanwhile, the return of Lindholm — GM Don Sweeney’s big acquisition 
at the trade deadline — was a key addition to the lineup. The big Swede 
was blown up on hit by Andrei Svechnikov behind the net in the second 
period of Game 2 in Carolina. Lindholm said it was just a matter of not 
being able to see the Carolina winger. 

“I remember coming around the net and I wanted to try to take the middle 
there. Taking a peak over my shoulder, I didn’t really see anything 
because of the net there, which is always unlucky when look over the 
goalie and the net. There’s a little bit of a blind spot,” said Lindholm, who 
said he felt OK fairly soon after to absorbing the hit. “Luckily I’m in good 
shape and I was able to take it in a good way and I didn’t take it worse.” 

If Lindholm had a problem with the hit — Cassidy thought at the time that 
it was high — he was keeping it to himself. 

“Obviously, you can see he wants to hit. It’s the playoffs,” said Lindholm. 

It was hoped Lindholm’s return could give the B’s a little more oomph on 
its attack from the back end. He admits that in the first game and a half 
he was able to play, he had not gotten to his game. 

“Not really. Maybe I started getting there in the second game a little bit,” 
said Lindholm. “But there’s always something positive that comes with a 
negative and I get to rest here now and get my legs underneath me, so 
it’s going to be fun getting out there with the boys.” 

It beats watching from the ninth floor. 

“This time of year, you want to get out there. I would probably rank 
myself as the worst guy watching hockey. It’s not fun sitting in the stands 
watching. I’m glad to be out there,” said Lindholm. 

Lindholm did provide the B’s a jolt in the 5-2 Game 6 victory in 24:48. In 
the first period, he expertly broke up a 2-on-1, which in turn produced the 
biggest hit of night. Lindholm blocked Sebastian Aho’s cross pass 
attempt and as the Hurricane reached to regain control of the puck, 
Charlie McAvoy swooped in and sent him on a helicopter ride wiht a 
massive hit. Aho laid on the ice for a couple of seconds while holding his 
head. But eventually got up and went to the bench. He remained in the 
game. 

“It was a clean, good hit,” said Lindholm. “That’s playoff hockey right 
there. I know when i break up am play like that, if I can get the puck up 
quick…but he came in and cleaned it up for me. It was a good play on his 
end.” 

Looking much more fit than in his first game back from COVID, McAvoy 
was a beast, finished with a plus-2 and an assist on the Erik Haula’s 
game-winner. 

Trent Frederic returns 

Lindholm was not the only addition to the lineup. Trent Frederic, a 
healthy scratch in Games 3, 4 and 5, was back with Charlie Coyle and 
Craig Smith. Tomas Nosek dropped back to the fourth line and Chris 
Wagner was scratched. 

“That’s just going back to what we were successful with the second half 
of the year, how we started the series, essentially,” said Cassidy. “We 
made an adjustment in Game 3 that we felt we needed to make, but we 
always felt we’d like to get back to how we were playing our best hockey. 
It started a little bit in Game 5 that we were going to have to move some 
pieces around again. And we’re going to do it from the start tonight. We’ll 
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see how it goes. We know we can shuffle pieces, but that’s how we’ll 
start.” 

While an interference penalty landed him on the bench in Game 2, 
discipline is not the only thing Frederic needed to keep in mind. 

“Just complement that line. Be heavy on the puck. There’s a lot of man-
to-man situations. They’re a good checking team, they’ll be on you in 
hurry, so be on your toes first of all,” said Cassidy. “That’s one thing we 
have to remind Freddy, be on your toes, move your feet, be ready for 
pressure. Use your big frame, use your shot when it’s time to do that. 
Manage your emotions. Don’t chase the game. If there’s physical contact 
to be made there in your area, then do it. If not, then check well with 
you’re feet, stick on the ice, et cetera and help the line play a 200-foot 
game. It’s the same message it’s always been.” 

Top six switch 

In another hope to recapture the second half success, the plan was to 
start with David Pastrnak with Taylor Hall and Erik Haula, both of whom 
have struggled without the sniper. Jake DeBrusk went back up with 
Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. The flow of the game would 
dictate how long those lines would stay together. 

“In Game 3, (Pastrnak, Marchand and Bergeron) came together. 
(Marchand) hadn’t scored in a bit and they found their mojo a little bit, but 
it also bleeds into the power play for them,” said Cassidy. “It really helped 
with some faceoff plays and we know what they’re capable of. And in 
certain moments, we may have to go with that. But it does take away 
from the other line or lines and we have to be mindful of that, too.” 

In the end, Cassidy stuck with the line combos and it worked, with Haula 
producing what turned out to be the game-winning goal… 

The B’s were able to kill off four Carolina Hurricanes in the second 
period, but they had some good fortunate on one of them when the 
Canes hit the post twice. 
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Bruins have tons of Game 7 experience, but winning in Carolina is huge 
challenge 

 

by Nick Goss 

 

No team in the NHL has more Game 7 experience than the Boston 
Bruins, whether you look at the entire history of the Stanley Cup Playoff 
or the last 15 years. 

The Bruins defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 in Thursday night's 
Game 6 at TD Garden to force a decisive Game 7 at PNC Arena on 
Saturday night. It will be Boston's 29th Game 7, the most of any 
franchise. A favorable result this weekend would give them a record 16 
Game 7 wins. 

Why Bruins' great response to adversity in Game 6 should help them in 
Game 7 

The B's are 0-3 in Raleigh during this first-round series and have been 
outscored 15-4 in those losses. The last time they won Game 6 at home 
and then Game 7 on the road was the 2011 Stanley Cup Final. Boston 
ended its 39-year championship drought with a 4-0 win over the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

That triumph was the Bruins' best Game 7 of the last 15 years. There 
have been some other high points, including a historic third-period 
comeback and overtime win versus the Toronto Maple Leafs in 2013. 
The lows are pretty memorable, too, most notably a 4-1 loss to the St. 
Louis Blues in Game 7 of the 2019 Stanley Cup Final on home ice. 

Beginning with the 2007-08 season, the Bruins have reached the playoffs 
13 times in a 15-year span, including the current run. Saturday night's 
matchup in Carolina will be the Bruins' 13th Game 7 over that stretch. 
The B's are 6-6 in those games. 

Here's a recap of the results: 

2007-08: Lost to Canadiens 5-0 on the road in Round 1 

2008-09: Lost to Hurricanes 3-2 (OT) at home in Round 2 

2009-10: Lost to Flyers 4-3 at home in Round 2 

2010-11: Beat Canadiens 4-3 (OT) at home in Round 1 

2010-11: Beat Lightning 1-0 at home in East Final 

2010-11: Beat Canucks 4-0 on the road in SCF 

2011-12: Lost to Capitals 2-1 (OT) at home in Round 1 

2012-13: Beat Leafs 5-4 (OT) at home in Round 1 

2013-14: Lost to Canadiens 3-1 at home in Round 2 

2017-18: Beat Leafs 7-4 at home in Round 1 

2018-19: Beat Leafs 5-1 at home in Round 1 

2018-19: Lost to Blues 4-1 at home in SCF 

Teams that tied a series 3-3 to force a Game 7 own an all-time series 
record of 88-96. The Bruins are 1-11 all-time in series during which they 
trailed 3-2 and didn't have home ice advantage. Boston's road record in 
Game 7s overall is 1-4.  

The Bruins have played awful in Raleigh this series, but a bunch of 
players on their roster have competed in multiple Game 7s and know 
what it's like to win them. That experience should serve them well 
Saturday night. 
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Bruins takeaways: Marchand leads 5-2 win vs. Hurricanes as B's force 
Game 7 

 

Nick Goss 

 

BOSTON -- Game 7 will be needed to determine a winner in the first-
round playoff series between the Bruins and Hurricanes. 

Boston staved off elimination with a 5-2 win over Carolina in Thursday 
night's Game 6 at TD Garden. 

The home team has won every matchup in this series. The Bruins have 
outscored the Hurricanes 14-6 in the three games played at the Garden. 
Carolina has outscored Boston 15-4 in the three matchups played at 
PNC Arena. 

Can the Bruins break that home ice trend in Game 7 on Saturday night? 

Before looking ahead to that decisive matchup, here are three takeaways 
from Bruins-Hurricanes Game 6. 

1) Brad Marchand again leads the away 

The Bruins opened the scoring for the first time in nine games against the 
Hurricanes (including the regular season) when Brad Marchand beat 
Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta 46 seconds into the second period. 

The goal was Marchand's fourth of the series, which leads all players. 
Each of these goals have been scored in Boston.  
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He also picked up an assist on Charlie Coyle's power-play goal late in the 
second period that doubled the Bruins' lead. 

Marchand's 11 points are tied for the most in the first six games of a 
single Bruins playoff run since 1972. There are some impressive names 
on the list below: 

Most points in @NHLBruins first 6 games of a playoff (since 1972): 

11- B. Marchand (2022 via 1G-1A so far tonight) 

11- B. Park (1978) 

11- B. Pederson (1982) 

11- R. Middleton ('82) 

11- P. McNab ('82) 

11- Pederson ('83) 

11- Middleton ('83) 

11- D. Krejci ('13) 

11- D. Pastrnak ('18) pic.twitter.com/iEXuXZ0ePt 

— StatsCentre (@StatsCentre) May 13, 2022 

The 33-year-old left winger also has scored the most goals in Bruins 
playoff history when facing elimination: 

Marchand currently leads the playoffs in scoring with 11 points (four 
goals, seven assists). His offensive production is a huge reason why 
Boston forced a Game 7. The challenge for Marchand -- and the rest of 
the Bruins -- is bringing this scoring momentum to PNC Arena in 
Carolina. Marchand has tallied zero goals and only one assist in three 
games in Raleigh this series. 

2) B's penalty kill does its job 

The Bruins went 10-for-10 on the penalty kill in Game 3 and Game 4 at 
the Garden earlier in this series, and this unit again was stellar in Game 6 
with a 3-for-4 showing. 

Boston's penalty kill did a great job blocking shots (four total while 
shorthanded), clogging passing lanes and winning puck battles along the 
boards. As a result, the B's gave up just two shots on net in 9:24 of 
penalty kill time. One of the key moments in the game came midway 
through the second period when the Bruins were down two men for 
almost a minute and prevented the Hurricanes from scoring, thus 
protecting a 1-0 lead. 

The only power-play goal the Bruins gave up came with 2:30 remaining 
in the third and Boston up 5-1. 

The PK hasn't been a strength for the Bruins during the games in 
Carolina this series. The B's allowed four power-play goals in 17 
opportunities in Game 1, Game 2 and Game 5 combined. If the penalty 
kill we saw Thursday night shows up in Game 7, the Bruins will have a 
much better chance of finally winning in Raleigh. 

3) Jeremy Swayman shuts the door 

Swayman made his fourth straight start -- first time he's started that many 
games in a row as a Bruin -- and played fantastic. He made 23 saves on 
25 shots (.920 save percentage) for his third win of the series.  

The rookie netminder made a couple clutch saves in the opening period, 
including one where he made a lunging left pad stop with Carolina 
applying lots of attacking zone pressure. 

Shortly after giving up the Hurricanes' first goal early in the third period, 
Swayman made a phenomenal stop on Martin Necas. The Hurricanes 
winger was all alone in front of the net and Swayman denied his 
backhand attempt that could've tied the score 2-2. 

The Hurricanes did get another goal on the power play, but it only 
trimmed the lead to 5-2 with 2:22 remaining in the third period. 

The Bruins didn't give up a ton of quality scoring chances, but Swayman 
did his job and gave another strong performance to extend the series. 
Expect him to make his first ever Game 7 start on Saturday night. 
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These Bruins players must step up or their season will end vs. 
Hurricanes 

 

Nick Goss 

 

Stop me if you've heard this before: A lack of secondary scoring is 
proving to be a fatal weakness for the Boston Bruins in a Stanley Cup 
Playoff series. 

The Bruins' top three forwards -- Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and 
David Pastrnak -- scored six of the team's nine goals in its Game 3 and 
Game 4 victories against the Carolina Hurricanes over the weekend.  

Boston's top line played well again in Tuesday night's Game 5 loss at 
PNC Arena, a defeat that has pushed the Original Six franchise to the 
brink of elimination. Even though the Bruins didn't score in the 11:43 of 5-
on-5 ice time that Bergeron and Marchand played, they did tally a 22-12 
edge in shot attempts, a 13-5 advantage in shots on net and a 9-8 lead in 
scoring chances during those minutes.  

The other three lines were awful. There are way too many passengers on 
the Bruins' second, third and fourth lines. 

"I thought Bergeron's line dominated whoever they were against the first 
10 minutes," Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters after Game 
5. "Marchand was all alone in front. Bergeron had a second chance. 
They were going. 

"At the end of the day, you need the guys behind them following. That's 
what we're looking at, the middle of the order or whatever you want to 
call it. They can bring more offensively, and if not they've got to be tight 
defensively and get the job done at the other end. 

"Some nights if it's your top guys and special teams and goaltending -- 
that was the story in Boston. As long as you're pulling on the rope and 
contributing in some shape or form, we're good with that. Obviously the 
guys who are used to scoring, they want to contribute in that manner, but 
help us win then, if the puck isn't following you. This isn't a middle of the 
year, 'Oh, we'll get through it.' This is a short series, and maybe the next 
one will be kinder to you in those regards. That's the ask right now of 
some of the guys in the middle of our lineup." 

Which specific players outside of the first line need to step up in a major 
way to help the Bruins save their season? 

Let's run down the list. 

Taylor Hall 

Hall played poorly in Game 5. He tallied just two shots and took a penalty 
that the Hurricanes capitalized on with a power-play goal in the third 
period. Hall also lost sight of Jaccob Slavin right before the Carolina 
defenseman opened the scoring in the first period. 

The Bruins have been outscored 8-1 in the 58:51 of even-strength ice 
time Hall has played in this series. He has scored zero goals with one 
assist during 5-on-5 action over the last four games. 

Hall is a legit top-six forward and a former Hart Trophy winner. There's no 
excuse for him to be such a non-factor offensively at even strength. 
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Tomas Nosek 

Nosek has been Boston's worst player in Round 1. Not only is he one of 
the four Bruins forwards who are scoreless through five games, he's 
tallied just four shots. Carolina has a plus-7 edge in scoring chances, a 
plus-4 advantage in shots on net and a 1-0 goal differential during 
Nosek's 41:54 of even-strength ice time.  

Any offense from Nosek would be a major lift for the Bruins. He's been 
absolutely invisible in this series. 

Erik Haula 

Haula didn't land a single shot on net in Game 5 and has tallied just five 
in the whole series. He did pick up an assist on Connor Clifton's goal 
Tuesday night, but it was only his second point of the series. 

All of Haula's 18 goals during the regular season came in his 53 games 
played after Jan. 1. He did a tremendous job generating scoring chances 
for himself and his linemates (mostly Hall and Pastrnak) over that span. 
Haula hasn't made the same impact in this series -- not even close. 

His struggles in Round 1 are making the Bruins' failure to upgrade at 
center before the trade deadline look like a big mistake. 

Nick Foligno 

Foligno was easily the worst offseason addition the Bruins made last 
summer. He scored only two goals in 64 regular season games and has 
been held without a point in the first round. He's also taken two penalties 
and drawn none. 

There's no reason to think Foligno will make any sort of improvement in 
the next two games. Inserting a younger, faster and slightly more skilled 
forward like Trent Frederic or Anton Blidh into the lineup would give the 
fourth line a little more juice. 

Foligno's lack of scoring 

Craig Smith 

Smith is another of the four B's forwards with zero points in five games. 
He's attempted 22 shots and only 10 of them have been on net. The 
Hurricanes have outscored the Bruins 5-0 during Smith's 47:04 of even-
strength ice time. 

Smith has scored just nine goals in 67 career playoff games. He's found 
the back of the net only twice in 15 career postseason games with the 
Bruins.  

Maybe the 32-year-old forward is battling an injury. He was less than 100 
percent early in the season and posted his worst shooting percentage 
(7.6) in the last five years. But even if Smith is fighting something, he 
can't be a complete zero offensively. The Bruins signed him in 2020 free 
agency to be a top-six forward. He hasn't played anywhere near that 
level in this series. 
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Murph's Take: Game 7 Saturday; Seven Heaven For 37 And Bruins 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

Are the Boston Bruins winning for 37? 

The Boston Bruins and the Carolina Hurricanes are headed to a Game 7 
in their Eastern Conference Quarterfinals series. The Bruins forced a 
Game 7 with a resounding 5-2 win over the Hurricanes to hold serve on 
the home ice advantage in the best-of-seven series. 

The Bruins and Patrice Bergeron himself have downplayed the idea that 
Bergeron’s uncertain contract status and talk of retirement is fueling this 
current Bruins squad but a team source has confirmed otherwise. There 
was no way the Bruins were going to let Thursday night be their captain’s 
last home game, and if all goes right, his last. 

“Not tonight,” a team source said. 

Longtime Bergeron linemate and Boston Bruins winger Brad Marchand 
continued to deliver with a goal and an assist but he wasn’t the only one 
carrying the weight as the Bruins staved off elimination to send the series 
back to Raleigh for a do-or-die game on Saturday. 

Following the 5-1 loss in Game 5 at PNC Arena, Boston Bruins head  
coach Bruce Cassidy sent a Gary Batman signal out to anyone other 
than Marchand, Bergeron and fellow Perfection Line mate, David 
Pastrnak. 

“We need to get some guys going and it’s on me to find ways to get them 
going,” a frustrated Cassidy said. “It’s also the time of the year where the 
inner drive needs to come through and that’s what we’re looking at. 

“At the end of the day you need the guys behind [the Perfection Line] 
following it up and that’s what we’re looking at. The sort of middle of the 
order, whatever you want to call it, that they can bring more offensively, 
and if not then they need to be tighter defensively. Get the job done at 
the other end. Some nights it’s the top guys, special teams and 
goaltending, and that was the story in Boston. Obviously, the guys that 
are used to scoring want to contribute in that way, but help us win then if 
the puck isn’t following you. This isn’t the middle of the year and sort of 
‘oh, we’ll get through it.’ This is a short series and maybe things will 
happen [offensively for them] in the next series, so that’s what being 
asked of the middle of the lineup right now.” 

Message sent, message received. 

Charlie Coyle had a goal and an assist; Curtis Lazar scored; Erik Haula 
lit the lamp and Tomas Nosek finished with two helpers. Even 
defenseman Derek Forbort, who hadn’t scored since Nov. 20 lit the lamp. 
The scoring depth that Cassidy asked for, showed up. 

“(Eric) Haula and (Taylor) Hall, they just play better with (David 
Pastrnak)? He’s a world-class player,” Cassidy said. 

In his first game back after being out fo three games with an upper-body 
injury, Boston Bruins defenseman brought a world class style as well, 
breaking up a 2-on-1 that led to a message-sending hit from his d-pairing 
partner Charlie McAvoy mid-way through the first period. 

Hampus Lindholm: “That’s playoff hockey right there.” 
https://t.co/BTQU3VK4Dq 

— Conor Ryan (@ConorRyan_93) May 13, 2022 

The Boston Bruins may be ready to transition into a new era soon, but 
right now, there’s a shout out to the past and the present that doesn’t 
seem ready to begin that transition. Game 7 for BERGERON! 
BERGERON! 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Talking Points: Boston Bruins Once Again Rule Canes At Home 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

BOSTON – Here are the Talking Points from the Boston Bruins 5-2 win 
over the Carolina Hurricanes in Game 6 at TD Garden on Thursday night 
to force a decisive Game 7 this weekend. 

GOLD STAR: Charlie Coyle has been pretty good in this first round 
series even as his linemates have changed around him on the third line, 
but the third line center became a legitimate factor in the Bruins win in 
Game 6. The Weymouth factored in each of the first two goals in the 
second period that allowed the B’s to get first blood for the first time in 
any of the games in this series, and his power play goal in the second 
really kicked up the energy level at TD Garden. It was a Pastrnak point 
shot that was blocked and the puck ricocheted right to Coyle in the 
bumper area where he banged it into the vacant net for the first truly 
good bounce Boston has enjoyed in this series to date. Coyle finished 
with a goal and two points in 15:46 of ice time along with four shot 
attempts, four hits, a blocked shot and 11-of-19 face-off wins in an active 
evening. 

BLACK EYE: Sebastian Aho is normally a Bruins killer, but he was 
awfully quiet after getting smoked by Charlie McAvoy on an attempted 2-
on-1 rush during the first period. McAvoy clobbered Aho as the puck 
traveled by both players and then attempted to grab at his helmet while 
looking for a penalty kill before getting up and getting off the ice. 

Charlie McAvoy doesn’t want the playoffs to end tonight for the Bruins 
pic.twitter.com/34x8CkewsR 

— Joe Haggerty (@HackswithHaggs) May 12, 2022 

Aho finished with zero shots on net, a minus-2 and a couple giveaways 
while being a complete non-factor during the game for Carolina. He 
wasn’t the only Hurricane that had less than their best on Thursday night, 
but he was absolutely the most noticeable. 

TURNING POINT: The Boston Bruins could have shriveled up in the third 
period when Andrei Svechnikov scored a goal to make it a 2-1 game, and 
it looked like the Hurricanes were going to make their attempt to end 
things in Game 6. But the Bruins responded with a strong shift after the 
goal and then extended the lead just a couple of minutes later when 
Charlie McAvoy hit Erik Haula in the slot for his first goal of the playoff 
series. It was the kind of balanced scoring that the B’s have been looking 
for in these playoffs and exactly what Bruce Cassidy hoped would 
happen when he put this season’s normal lines back together for Game 
6. 

HONORABLE MENTION: Derek Forbort hasn’t had too many games 
when he’s cracked the Talking Points this season, but it feels like he’s 
been pushing close to some kind of mention at least a few times during 
the postseason. Tonight, Forbort gets it with a third period seeing-eye 
wrist shot for a goal that whistled by a bunch of bodies as well as some 
pretty strong penalty killing in his 19:57 of ice time. Forbort spent nearly 
five minutes of the game killing penalties and finished with two shot 
attempts, three hits, three blocked shots and three takeaways while once 
again working well with Connor Clifton as a third pairing for the Black and 
Gold. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 14-6 – the aggregate score of the three games at 
TD Garden where the Boston Bruins had their way with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. The Canes have outscored the Bruins 15-4 in the three 
games in Carolina during the first round “homer” series, as Bruce 
Cassidy calls it. 

QUOTE TO NOTE: “This is what you play for. Guys should be excited. 
Game 7, Stanley Cup Playoffs. We’d rather be at home, I’m not going to 
lie to you. But we’d play them on Mars if we had to. Right now, we just 
want to get after it.” –Bruce Cassidy on how he feels about playing a 

Game 7 in a PNC Arena setting that’s been deadly for the Boston Bruins 
thus far this season. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Game 6: Boston Bruins Vs Carolina Hurricanes Lines, Betting, Preview 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

Here’s your Boston Hockey Now Boston Bruins Game Day Stanley Cup 
playoff preview: 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, 107 pts) vs Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8-116 
pts) in Game 6 of their first round series with Carolina holding a 3-2 lead 
in the best-of-seven series. 

TIME: 7 PM ET 

TV: NESN, BSSO, TNT, SN360, TVAS 

Once again the Boston Bruins felt woefully short at Carolina’s home 
building, PNC Arena,  in falling 5-1 on Tuesday night to drop to a 3-2 
deficit in the best-of-seven series. The Boston Bruins could only get one 
late goal past goaltender Antti Raanta and Carolina built on some penalty 
calls to score a pair of power play goals against the Black and Gold. 

The Boston Bruins will be making some adjustments to the lineup as 
they’ve broken up the Perfection Line for the first time since Game 2, and 
will look to spark players like Erik Haula, Craig Smith and Jake DeBrusk 
that haven’t been all that productive in the series. Boston Bruins head 
coach Bruce Cassidy called them the “middle of the order” and said the 
B’s need more out of them at both ends of the ice in an elimination game. 

“We need to get some guys going and it’s on me to find ways to get them 
going,” said Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “It’s also the time 
of the year where the inner drive needs to come through and that’s what 
we’re looking at. 

“At the end of the day you need the guys behind [the Perfection Line] 
following it up and that’s what we’re looking at. The sort of middle of the 
order, whatever you want to call it, that they can bring more offensively, 
and if not then they need to be tighter defensively. Get the job done at 
the other end. Some nights it’s the top guys, special teams and 
goaltending, and that was the story in Boston. Obviously, the guys that 
are used to scoring want to contribute in that way, but help us win then if 
the puck isn’t following you. This isn’t the middle of the year and sort of 
‘oh, we’ll get through it.’ This is a short series and maybe things will 
happen [offensively for them] in the next series, so that’s what being 
asked of the middle of the lineup right now.” 

Jeremy Swayman (2-1-0, 2.69 GAA and .911 save percentage) will be 
starting his fourth game for the first time all season after getting into 
things for Game 3 with the B’s down 0-2 in the series. 

Antti Raanta (1.96 GAA and .942 save percentage) will get the start for 
the Carolina Hurricanes coming off a brilliant Game 5 performance in 
Carolina where he stopped 33-of-34 shots and really got into the flow of 
the series. 

Top Goals Saved Above Expected (Playoffs) – May 12 

Jake Oettinger is doing his absolute best to steal this series for Dallas. 
pic.twitter.com/IL7mxDsgrB 
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— JFresh (@JFreshHockey) May 12, 2022 

Betting: One thing you can bank on for Game 6 is that the Boston Bruins 
will come out fired up and have a good start as they try to stave off 
elimination. Can the Hurricanes survive that expected initial surge by the 
Bruins? That’s anyone’s guess as far as we’re concerned but take the 
Bruins PUCK LINE (-.5) at +160 in the first period. 

Game Prediction: Bruins 4 Hurricanes 3 

Boston Bruins Notes 

-Hampus Lindholm will return to the Boston Bruins lineup after missing 
the last three games with an upper body injury after getting steamrolled 
by Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2. Trent Frederic returns to the Boston 
Bruins lineup as well as Chris Wagner will be a healthy scratch after 
playing in the last three games for Boston, and playing very well. 

-Matt Grzelcyk will be scratched for the first time in this playoff series, 
with Bruce Cassidy indicating that he’s playing through injury while 
clearly struggling in Game 5. “He’s playing through a little bit of stuff,” 
said Bruce Cassidy. “He has been, all year.” 

-A struggling Craig Smith has been held scoreless in the first five games 
of this playoff series and is due for a breakout for a Boston Bruins team 
that needs some secondary scoring. 

-Brad Marchand leads the Boston Bruins with three goals and nine points 
in five games thus far, with most of the damage coming on home ice at 
TD Garden. 

Carolina Hurricanes Notes 

-Tony DeAngelo finished with the game-winning goal and three points in 
Tuesday night’s win over the Boston Bruins in Game 5, and has two 
different three-point games in this series while factoring in a big way. 

-The Hurricanes have won 11 consecutive first round playoff games at 
PNC Arena and have scored the first goal in every single game in this 
current first round series against the Black and Gold. 

-New Public Enemy No. 1 for Boston Bruins fans and Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo actually leads the Canes in points and 
assists with seven helpers and eight points in five games. 

-It also happens to be Antti Raanta’s birthday on Thursday as he readies 
for an elimination against the Black and Gold. 

Boston Bruins Lineup: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron– Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic  – Charlie Coyle – Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno – Tomas Nosek – Curtis Lazar 

Defense: 

Hampus Lindholm-Charlie McAvoy 

Mike Reilly – Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort- Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Jeremy Swayman   

Carolina Hurricanes Lineup: 

Forwards: 

Andrei Svechnikov — Sebastian Aho — Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi — Vincent Trocheck — Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter — Jordan Staal — Jesper Fast 

Derek Stepan — Jesperi Kotkaniemi — Martin Necas 

Defensemen: 

Jaccob Slavin — Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei — Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith – Ian Cole 

Goalies: 

Antti Raanta 

Pyotr Kochetkov 
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Cassidy Breaks Up Perfection Line Again; Grzelcyk Out For Bruins 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

In an effort to once again jumpstart his team’s offense, Boston Bruins 
head coach Bruce Cassidy has broken up ‘The Perfection Line’ for Game 
6 against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

David Pastrnak will be back on the second line with Erik Haula and 
Taylor Hall, while Jake DeBrusk jumps back up to ride shotgun with 
Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand on the top line. 

Of course, this is the top 6 forward setup that the Boston Bruins leaned 
on from January 1 right through to Games 1 and 2 of this first round 
series before Cassidy reunited ‘The Perfection Line’ for Game 3. The top 
trio, that has carried the offense for the Boston Bruins since the 2017-18 
season, immediately found their chemistry again. Marchand (3g, 5a) had 
eight points in Games 3 and 4, while Bergeron had a goal and an assist 
and Pastrnak had two goals and two assists. 

Unfortunately, the Bruins seemed to once again lean too heavily on that 
top line. The second line of Hall (1g), Haula (no points) and DeBrusk (1g, 
2a) wasn’t bad in Games 3 and 4 but in the 5-1 loss in Game 5, when the 
Perfection Line was silenced, that second, and the third line too, didn’t 
step up. 

It should be noted, as he has throughout the series, Cassidy stressed 
after the game-day skate Thursday, that ‘the game will dictate’ how long 
he keeps this current setup in effect.  

Boston Bruins winger Chris Wagner will also sit up top as Trent Frederic 
will draw back into the series Thursday. 

There will also be changes on the blue line for Game 6 as Boston Bruins 
defenseman Hampus Lindholm returns after a three-game absence with 
an upper-body injury suffered in Game 2. As a result, Matt Grzelcyk will 
be the odd-man out with Cassidy telling the media on Thursday that 
Grzelcyk is ‘playing through stuff’ 

Here’s what the lineup should look like for the Boston Bruins when they 
take to the ice and try to stave off elimination in Game 6 at TD Garden 
Thursday night: 

Forwards 

Brad Marchand – Patrice Bergeron– Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall – Erik Haula – David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic – Charlie Coyle – Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno – Tomáš Nosek – Curtis Lazar 
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Defense: 

Hampus Lindholm – Charlie McAvoy 

Mike Reilly- Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort – Connor Clifton 

Goalies: 

Jeremy Swayman  

Linus Ullmark 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Cassidy: Boston Bruins 'Need To Get Some Guys Going' For Game 6 

 

By Joe Haggerty 

 

BRIGHTON, MA – The Boston Bruins clearly need a little something 
extra if they’re going to beat the Carolina Hurricanes in two straight 
games now down 3-2 in the best-of-seven series with Game 6 at TD 
Garden on Thursday night. 

Some of that is going to be offense and elevated play from some of the 
Boston Bruins players that haven’t been good enough to this point 
through the first five games of this playoff series. Taylor Hall and Jake 
DeBrusk are a combined minus-13 in the playoffs thus far, and Erik 
Haula has just two assists and a minus-5 in the five games centering the 
second line. 

There hasn’t been any offense from the fourth line as of yet, and Craig 
Smith has zero points in five games while elevating to second line right 
wing since the Boston Bruins reformed the Perfection Line at the end of 
Game 2. Instead, it’s been the same old story for the Boston Bruins since 
reuniting the Perfection Line where it’s boom-or-bust with the top three 
forwards, and pretty much nothing else from the rest of the group when it 
comes to secondary scoring. 

“We need to get some guys going and it’s on me to find ways to get them 
going,” said Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “It’s also the time 
of the year where the inner drive needs to come through and that’s what 
we’re looking at. 

“At the end of the day you need the guys behind [the Perfection Line] 
following it up and that’s what we’re looking at. The sort of middle of the 
order, whatever you want to call it, that they can bring more offensively, 
and if not then they need to be tighter defensively. Get the job done at 
the other end. Some nights it’s the top guys, special teams and 
goaltending, and that was the story in Boston. Obviously, the guys that 
are used to scoring want to contribute in that way, but help us win then if 
the puck isn’t following you. This isn’t the middle of the year and sort of 
‘oh, we’ll get through it.’ This is a short series and maybe things will 
happen [offensively for them] in the next series, so that’s what being 
asked of the middle of the lineup right now.” 

Haula, Hall and Smith combined for just four shots on net in the Game 5 
loss in Carolina, and Charlie Coyle, Tomas Nosek and Jake DeBrusk had 
just two shots on net with pretty much zero presence against the 
Hurricanes. 

For a guy like Hall, it’s obviously been tough without Pastrnak on his right 
side after he was bumped back up to the Perfection Line. 

“For the other three lines on our team right now it’s about letting [the 
Perfection Line] do their thing and then when we get out there…can we 
contribute? Can we add to that and be a line that makes a difference 
other than them?” said Hall. “Whether I’m playing with Smith or Pasta, I 
still have to attack and make plays, and use my feet and my speed when 
I need to no matter who I’m playing with. If I’m doing that then it’s going 
to be a good night for me and whatever line that I’m playing on. 

“They’re a tough team defensively. They’re probably the best defensive 
team in the league. They have three really good pairs that are hard to 
play against. Four our line it’s about cracking that code.” 

  Taylor Hall on adjusting to playing without David Pastrnak: “Their 
line’s rolling. The other three lines on our team right now, it’s about letting 
them do their thing and when we get out there…can we be a line that 
makes a difference. That’s our focus tonight.” 
pic.twitter.com/mX09bxtdzA 

— Boston Bruins (@NHLBruins) May 10, 2022 

They all need to be much better versions of themselves starting on 
Thursday night and continuing through this weekend’s theoretical Game 
7 showdown if the Boston Bruins are going to survive and advance. It 
means the Boston Bruins supporting players coming through as they’ve 
done for the Black and Gold since Bruce Cassidy balanced out the lines 
at the beginning of January, or the offseason could come as soon as 
tonight for a B’s team that had higher hopes than that for this season. 
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Bruins Daily: Lindholm Back For Bruins; Boudreau Shedding Interim 
Tag? 

 

By Jimmy Murphy 

 

Boston Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm should be ‘good to go’ for 
the Bruins in Game 6 at TD Garden Thursday night. 

Is Bruce Boudreau about to be named official head coach of the 
Vancouver Canucks? 

That, all your Stanley Cup Playoffs news and more in the latest BHN 
Bruins Daily: 

Boston Bruins 

The Boston Bruins are likely going to get Hampus Lindholm back in their 
do-or-die Game 6 against the Carolina Hurricanes Thursday at TD 
Garden. 

Can the Boston Bruins hold serve on home ice at TD Garden Thursday 
and then break the trend of home team wins in this series for Game 7? 

After he unraveled and hurt his teammates in Game 4, Hurricanes 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo – unfortunately for Boston Bruins fans and 
decent human beings – matched his talking on the ice with a goal and 
two assists. 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: Could Lane Lambert and Mitch Korn end up with promotions with 
the New York Islanders or be dismissed? 
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Pitt: The Pittsburgh Penguins had a bad night Wednesday. Not only did 
they blow a two-goal lead and lose Game 5 5-3, allowing the New York 
Rangers to force a Game 6 Friday in Pittsburgh, but they lost captain 
Sidney Crosby to an injury in the second period. 

Philly: Who will the Philadelphia Flyers pick with the fifth overall pick at 
the 2022 NHL Entry Draft? 

Wash: The Washington Capitals let a golden opportunity to head home 
up 3-2 in the series slip away in a 5-3 loss to the Florida Panthers in 
Game 5. 

FLA: ‘The Comeback Cats’ did it again as the Florida Panthers staged 
another comeback to take a 3-2 series lead over the Caps. 

Detroit: Detroit Red Wings rookie defenseman Mo Seider is a 2022 
Calder Trophy finalist and favorite. 

Colorado: Could the Colorado Avalanche get rusty from the break they 
earned by sweeping the Nashville Predators? 

Vegas: As a result of the NHL Draft Lottery, the Vegas Golden Knights 
won’t be able to pick until the 48th pick in the 2022 NHL Entry Draft. 

San Jose: The San Jose Sharks are yet to zero in on anyone to be their 
next general manager. 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: NHL Commissioner Gary Bettman had quite the reaction to the 
Montreal Canadiens winning the NHL Draft Lottery. 

Calgary: The Calgary Flames beat the Dallas Stars 3-1 to take a 3-2 lead 
in their first round series. 

VAN: In an exclusive interview with Vancouver Hockey Now, Vancouver 
Canucks interim head coach Bruce Boudreau essentially confirms he’ll 
be back as Canucks head coach next season. 

NHL 

After blowing Game 5 on home ice, the Edmonton Oilers will be without 
defenseman Darnell Nurse facing elimination in Game 6 in Los Angeles. 

As mentioned above, Red Wings rookie defenseman Mo Seider is a 
Calder Trophy finalist. he is joined by Toronto Maple Leafs forward 
Michael Bunting and Anaheim Ducks forward Trevor Zegras. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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The Bruins gambled with lineup changes in Game 6. They all worked 

 

Fluto Shinzawa 

 

It could have been very easy for coach Bruce Cassidy to roll Brad 
Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David Pastrnak into Game 6. 

The top-liners combined for six of the Bruins’ nine goals in their previous 
two wins on home ice. The Bruins had last change, giving them the 

freedom to get the big boys away from Carolina’s ace checking unit of 
Nino Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast. Priming their best 
players for offensive success would have been the clearest path to 
victory for the no-room-for-error Bruins. 

Cassidy didn’t do that. 

When the players reported to Warrior Ice Arena for the morning skate, 
they saw a lineup on the board that looked familiar. It was the four lines 
that, for the most part, the Bruins rolled after Jan. 1 in search of offensive 
balance. 

Forward lines 

Left wing Center Right wing 

Brad Marchand 

Patrice Bergeron 

Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall 

Erik Haula 

David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic 

Charlie Coyle 

Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno 

Tomas Nosek 

Curtis Lazar 

“This is what we had success with, fellas,” Cassidy told his players 
Thursday morning. “We walked through why we were good in certain 
parts of the game. Our D-zone coverage had to be better. Our shot-
blocking, our sticks in the lane to take away some of their offense. And 
those four lines have all done it and done it well. That was the task in 
front of them.” 

It was a gamble. Charlie Coyle, Erik Haula, Craig Smith and Jake 
DeBrusk had combined for zero five-on-five goals through five games. 
Haula and Taylor Hall were hurting the Bruins at both ends. 

The disappearance of that second-line combination, in particular, may 
have been the most critical downfall Cassidy aimed to correct. Putting 
Pastrnak back on the No. 2 line, Cassidy believed, would bring Hall and 
Haula back from the dead. 

“They just seem to respond better to Pasta,” Cassidy said. “We’ve tried a 
lot of different guys on that line. It hasn’t gone as well. Pasta’s a world-
class player. I just think he gives them some confidence to play.” 

All of it worked. Marchand snapped an outside-the-dots riser past Antti 
Raanta at 0:46 of the second period. It was the first time the Bruins 
scored first in the series. 

Coyle, back between Trent Frederic and Smith, gave the Bruins a 2-0 
lead with a power-play goal. 

Andrei Svechnikov punched back at 3:24 of the third period. But the 
Bruins counterattacked when the second line submitted its best shift of 
the series. 

Hall, Haula and Pastrnak made their regular-season living off the rush. 
As they should have. All three go north in a hurry. 

Such opportunities aren’t regularly available in the playoffs, especially 
against an elite defensive team like Carolina. In-zone grunt work is 
required. The second-liners did it. 
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With short, accurate passes, the No. 2 line, with support from Mike Reilly 
and Charlie McAvoy, got the Hurricanes chasing. Pastrnak fanned on a 
slot one-timer. But Haula stepped in front of Tony DeAngelo’s clearing 
attempt. This allowed McAvoy to recover the puck and do his down-low 
thing. Moments later, McAvoy spotted Haula with his stick down in the 
slot. McAvoy put the puck where he needed to. Same thing with Haula. 
The Bruins reclaimed a two-goal lead. 

“That’s puck recovery, work to get a puck back, gets moved around, low 
to high and you’re presenting yourself in the slot,” Cassidy said. “Haula 
had a good tip in the second period they almost scored on. So some 
goals like that, not just a two-on-one or a three-on-two when the game 
opens up a bit. Those tight-checking games, you’ve got to be able to do 
that. Work to get a puck back. Create a turnover on the forecheck. Hang 
on to it. Support each other. That’s playoff hockey.” 

A reunited fourth line of Nick Foligno, Tomas Nosek and Curtis Lazar 
produced two third-period goals. Their forecheck allowed Derek Forbort 
to ping in a point shot off an enemy body and past Raanta. Lazar added 
an empty-netter. 

Meanwhile, Cassidy’s back-end adjustment paid off too. Hampus 
Lindholm, out since being flattened in Game 2 by Svechnikov, was 
cleared to play. 

That he would go back with McAvoy was automatic. The two are 
thoroughbreds, blessed with the physique and skill to play heavy minutes 
together in all situations. Lindholm’s sturdiness may have helped to trim 
his time off the ice. 

“It was pretty quick after, actually,” Lindholm said of how promptly he felt 
better after wobbling off the PNC Arena ice. “Luckily I’m in good shape 
enough to take it in a good way. Luckily I didn’t take it worse.” 

Whom Lindholm would replace required more thinking. 

Forbort wasn’t going anywhere. The third-pairing defender has been a 
can’t-miss presence on the penalty kill. He has played well with Connor 
Clifton. Reilly, a healthy scratch in the first two games, had fulfilled the 
ask since returning to the lineup. 

Matt Grzelcyk was the odd man out. It wasn’t an easy call. When he’s 
right, the fast-moving Grzelcyk can skate his way out of jams and into 
optimal situations. 

But he hasn’t been right. Throughout the season, Grzelcyk’s been 
clutching at his right shoulder. Whatever discomfort he was suffering 
through the first five games affected his legs. 

“Grizz is playing through a little bit of stuff. We know that,” Cassidy said 
before Game 6. “He has been throughout the year. We’ve given him 
certain nights to recover. We just feel that now is one of those times 
we’re going to do that again.” 

Lindholm was excellent. In the first period, when the Hurricanes took off 
for a two-on-one rush, Lindholm repeatedly flashed his stick in what he 
classified as a misdirection maneuver. It paid off. He prevented 
Sebastian Aho from receiving the puck. McAvoy then tied up the loose 
ends by cleaning Aho’s clock. 

At the other end, Lindholm executed a saucer pass to Marchand on the 
power play that helped produce Coyle’s strike. Lindholm played a game-
high 24:48. The big diesel was in full command in all three zones, playing 
with the speed, grace and power of a BMW 7 Series. 

“He’s been such a great player for us,” Coyle said. “Just how poised he is 
with the puck, the way he can shield. Break out, enter their zone and 
transition that way, make those plays. He makes some plays where 
you’re sitting on the bench and you don’t even see it. He sees it while 
he’s got the puck on his stick and bodies in front of him. He makes it look 
easy. We want those guys in our lineup. They make a huge difference.” 

Now it’s down to one game. The Bruins cannot wait. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Chytil is New York’s hero, Verhaeghe goes off 
for Panthers, Flames take series lead 

 

Shayna Goldman, Mark Lazerus, Sean Gentille 

8-11 minutes 12/05/2022 

 

Who was the guy? In some alternate universe, Filip Chytil’s Game 1 goal 
stands up, rather than coming off the board due to goaltender 
interference. The Rangers win in regulation. Casey DeSmith never gets 
hurt. We never learn about Louis Domingue or his spicy pork, let alone 
watch a series that hinges on his competency. Everything would be 
different. Instead, this is where we are: Chytil got his game-winning goal, 
except it happened in Game 5 on the power play with his team down 3-1. 

That was the capstone for solid games by Chytil, Kaapo Kakko and 
Alexis Lafrenière. You could put any of the three in this spot. We’re going 
with Chytil because of the game situation, but the Rangers got 
outstanding 5-on-5 production from their line all night; 10-3 in shot 
attempts, 6-1 in scoring chances and an expected goals percentage of 
nearly 85, per Natural Stat Trick. 

What was the key? Jacob Trouba’s second-period hit on Sidney Crosby. 
Regardless of where you stand on the legality of it, the game pivoted 
thereafter. With Crosby off the ice (and in the locker room), the Penguins 
saw a 2-0 lead turn into a 3-2 deficit in 2:42 — and Crosby’s absence 
was huge. Jeff Carter, Crosby’s temporary replacement on the first line, 
played a big part in Adam Fox’s sequence opening goal and was on for 
Trouba’s third. Evgeni Malkin and Jake Guentzel pulled Pittsburgh even 
shortly thereafter, but the damage was done. It might continue. 

Key stat: 14-11. That was the five-on-five high-danger chance count in 
this one. Pittsburgh still won — but it was close enough. In Game 4, the 
Penguins had 20 to the Rangers’ one. Wild. If the Rangers can generate 
aaaanything at even strength against Domingue, especially if Crosby is 
out, they’re more than capable of pulling this off. Easier said than done. 

The moment it was over: When Ryan Lindgren scored on the empty net 
with 16 seconds remaining. Cliché, but true. Another shaky outing from 
Igor Shesterkin meant that this one wasn’t over until it was over. 

The moment of the game: Trouba on Crosby. It was the last in a series of 
problematic bumps for a guy who’d been running laps around everyone 
in this series not named Jake Guentzel. Trouba’s elbow hit Crosby in the 
face, regardless of his intent. Not great, indeed. 

Who was the guy? There are nights when it’s tough to pick the player of 
the game. Sometimes, a goalie is great for most of the game but awful 
for a key stretch. Sometimes the scoring is divided equally among the 
roster. Sometimes, the player who most impacts the game doesn’t even 
register a point but contributes in less-definable ways. Sometimes the 
player who scores the biggest goal is invisible for the other 59 minutes 
and 57 seconds. But sometimes a guy scores two goals, including the 
game-winner, and hands out three primary assists in leading his team 
back from a 3-0 deficit in a pivotal Game 5 in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 
Carter Verhaeghe — co-postseason leader with 10 points in five games 
— come get your plaque and parking spot. 

What was the key? The Cardiac Cats lived up to their reputation. After 
Washington scored two goals 85 seconds apart early in the second — 
including T.J. Oshie’s second of the night — the Panthers didn’t panic or 
fold. There’s something comforting in knowing that your team averages 
more than four goals per game. Verhaeghe scored off a big bounce off 
the end boards at 6:50 of the second, feathered a beautiful feed to Patric 
Hornqvist for another goal after blocking a shot to start the transition, and 
was part of a goalmouth scrum that Sam Reinhart finished off to turn a 3-
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0 deficit into a 3-3 tie in just eight minutes. Sergei Bobrovsky stopped the 
last 20 shots he faced. 

Key stat: This was the sixth time the 2021-22 Panthers came back to win 
after trailing by at least three goals. That’s an NHL record. 

The moment it was over: With barely four minutes left in the game, and 
the outcome still in doubt with Florida up 4-3, John Carlson pinched a 
little too far, and Verhaeghe blew by T.J. Oshie to trigger a 2-on-1 with 
Claude Giroux. Verhaeghe fumbled the puck on the entry, but regained 
control, settled it down and fed Giroux, who turned Ilya Samsonov inside-
out for the dagger goal. 

The moment of the game: Midway through the second period, with 
Washington still up 3-1, Nic Dowd threw a seemingly harmless puck on 
net from the blue line. The puck appeared to hit MacKenzie Weegar’s 
stick and Bobrovsky didn’t see it until it went right through his legs and 
into the net. But the whistle blew just as the puck was crossing the goal 
line, because the Capitals were offside on the play, saving Florida from a 
potentially backbreaking, momentum-killing goal against. Though, with 
these guys, they might have just come back, anyway. 

Who was the guy? Andrew Mangiapane was a difference-maker for 
Calgary. The winger earned a primary assist with a set up to Mikael 
Backlund to knot this game 1-1 in the third frame. That wasn’t just his first 
point of the playoffs, but his first since April 21 — ironically, against the 
Stars in the regular season. A few minutes later, he tallied the go-ahead 
goal which stood as the game-winner. So after being held off the 
scoresheet for eight straight games, he rebounded for a two-point 
performance (just like he had in April against Dallas). Yee Haw! 

What was the key? We’re going to talk about this a few more times, so 
bear with us… but the Flames’ efforts in the third period was the key to 
this game. At five-on-five, Calgary generated 20 shot attempts and 
limited their opponent to just eight. Only five of those Stars’ attempts 
made it to Jacob Markstrom in net (and he turned all of them aside). Also 
important was the quality of those chances, finishing the period with 11 
scoring chances to the Dallas’ five according to Natural Stat Trick. What 
was key here was that the Flames didn’t let off the gas after tying the 
game or pulling ahead; they kept the pressure on their opponent to close 
the game out. 

Key stat: Dallas had three full power play opportunities and managed just 
three shot attempts altogether, two of which reached the net. Those two 
shots on goal matched what they conceded.  

The moment it was over: The go-ahead goal from Mangiapane maybe 
seems like a cheap option, seeing as it was the game-winner. But 
everything was going in the Flames’ favor after they elevated their play in 
the final frame. After Backlund’s goal, Dallas had the time to respond and 
couldn’t, so that next score from a winger they’ve needed more from in 
this series was the defining moment in the game. 

The moment of the game: As we were saying, Calgary came to play in 
the third period. When Backlund knotted the score, it supported the 
team’s play to that point. This was the Flames team everyone was 
expecting to see this postseason. That was also the team on the ice in 
Game 4, even though that wasn’t the case in the first two periods of this 
match. At least they ended strong and had the results to show for it.  
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Inside the Sea Dogs’ plans to host the Memorial Cup — and build a team 
to win it 

 

Scott Wheeler 

26-33 minutes 12/05/2022 

 

Trevor Georgie and Mark-Anthony Ashfield were gathered around a 
computer screen, their eyes frantically racing between the slow creep of 
the upload bar and the time on the clock. 

It was Friday, Aug. 6, and even after pulling three all-nighters at their TD 
Station offices to get it done, it had come down to the wire. 

Five weeks earlier, on June 30, Georgie, the president and general 
manager of the Saint John Sea Dogs, and Ashfield, a partner at Deloitte 
who’d been brought on as the chair of the team’s bid committee, had 
informed the CHL of their intention to submit a proposal to host the 
102nd Memorial Cup. 

In a normal year, they would have had months to put together their 
submission. Not this year, though. 

Theirs was due now. 

Only in place of the usual 80-or-so-page documents submitted by other 
CHL teams, theirs, which the two of them had written almost entirely 
themselves over an all-consuming summer, ran nearly 400 pages long. It 
was also accompanied by a video the team had put together — Georgie 
had earlier cut a trip to Vancouver short to fly to Saint John, drive to 
Halifax, and edit the video with Ashfield when they didn’t like where it 
was going. 

And they were taking forever to upload. 

When the documents finally reached 100 percent and they hit send, they 
rushed to take a screenshot because the computer showed just one 
minute to spare and they wanted to remember the moment. 

The lead-up to that moment had been more than five years in the 
making. 

This year, the Sea Dogs pulled back the curtain on it all for The Athletic, 
revealing a behind-the-scenes look at how a team builds for the Memorial 
Cup and then prepares to host it. 

On the ice, it took a painstaking rebuild and then both a draft and trade 
deadline for the ages to come out of it ready to not just contend for junior 
hockey’s crown but take it. 

Off of it, it required finding a way to position their “small but mighty” 
organization and its 6,000-seat arena, in its Atlantic Canada city of less 
than 70,000, against the QMJHL giant Quebec Remparts, with their glitzy 
new NHL-sized arena and their legendary Hockey Hall of Fame bench 
boss. 

On the eve of Christmas Eve in 2015, Georgie was sitting in a different 
office in Toronto, just a few days before his 29th birthday, signing the 
contract that would give him the reins of the Sea Dogs. 

Across the table from him was Scott McCain, the Sea Dogs’ owner and 
chairman of the world’s biggest manufacturer of frozen potato products: 
McCain Foods. 

After three decades in business and a failed bid to host the Memorial 
Cup in 2012 (when Shawinigan won it), McCain had emerged from that 
disappointment to meet Georgie, finding him to be an “exceptional young 
man.” 

When McCain outlined Georgie’s mandate to him, at the top of the list 
was his desire to host the Memorial Cup in his home province of New 
Brunswick. (McCain was born in a small town he says “nobody’s ever 
heard of” called Florenceville, also the birthplace of his family’s 
business.) 

“It was always a dream in the back of my mind of ‘we’ll get another 
chance,’” McCain said. “And when we hired Trevor, I said, ‘Trevor, 
someday wouldn’t it be great if we could have another kick at the can and 
host a Memorial Cup in Saint John?’” 
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From that point on, everything Georgie and the Sea Dogs did became 
about making that happen. 

That began the following season when the Sea Dogs, led by names like 
Thomas Chabot, Mathieu Joseph, Jakub Zboril and Joe Veleno (the 
QMJHL’s first exceptional status player), pushed to try to win the 2017 
Memorial Cup. 

Coincidentally, that year’s tournament was held by the OHL’s Windsor 
Spitfires, whose owners Georgie had done a corporate project for while 
in university. Using the relationships he’d forged with them, the first step 
in fulfilling McCain’s mandate was a fall 2016 visit to watch a Spitfires 
game in a box with their owners. 

The point of the trip was twofold. The first was to get a sense for their 
vision of a Memorial Cup roster. The second was to prod Spitfires staff 
for as much as they’d be willing to offer about how they won their bid. 

At the end of the night, feeling successful on both fronts, he told them 
he’d see them back in Windsor in June. 

They laughed. 

After winning the team’s third President’s Cup in 2017, the QMJHL-
champion Sea Dogs went to Windsor like Georgie had predicted, only to 
lose in the semifinal to the OHL-champion Erie Otters (who’d lose in the 
final to the host Spitfires). 

The following season, having lost their entire core except for Veleno, 
their focus shifted solely to aligning their next contending window with a 
bid. 

“Our team was a mess,” McCain said, “and I said, ‘Well, Trev, I guess 
we’ve got our work cut out for us and we’ve got five years to rebuild and 
build a winner to stage a Mem Cup in Saint John.'” 

That started with the difficult decision to work out a blockbuster trade with 
the Drummondville Voltigeurs that would move the 17-year-old Veleno, 
by then the team’s captain, for a package that would bring back four first-
round picks. 

McCain describes what followed as “excruciating.” 

“Anybody that has been involved in junior hockey knows that you have a 
decision to make: Do you want to run your franchise to be middle of the 
pack the whole time or do you want to experience the highs and the 
lows? Nobody likes the lows but the highs are so exciting,” McCain said. 
“If you’re in it for the Memorial Cup, you’re in it for the pain a few years 
after. Our organization has had the good fortune of having won three 
President’s Cups and one Memorial Cup in 17 years. So having done it 
once, you just have the buzz to do it again.” 

After winning 48 of 68 games in 2017, that meant winning just 14 and 
then 13 times the following two seasons. 

At the team’s lowest, Georgie held out hope that it would all be worth it 
when they got the Memorial Cup, talking to staff around the office as if it 
was inevitable and promising players and their families that they’d host 
as he recruited. 

“Our language was never, ‘We hope to host.’ I believe in speaking things 
into existence and our language was always, ‘When we host the 
Memorial Cup,'” Georgie said. 

Between the Veleno trade in Dec. of 2017 and the 2018 draft, he also 
wrote “The Sea Dogs Blueprint,” his roadmap for how they’d host and 
build a team that was good enough to win it when they did. 

In that period, Georgie and his lieutenant Anthony Stella (who’d just been 
promoted from scout to assistant general manager) set out to gather as 
much info about building a championship team as they could, 
interviewing executives in hockey who’d hosted and led Memorial Cup 
runs, or won Stanley Cups. 

They also hired data scientist Justin Landry. Stella had asked for a 
budget to build an analytics department when he was promoted and 

found Landry while mining through Twitter. Their first phone call lasted 
three hours and Landry spent much of it challenging the Sea Dogs’ draft 
choices of a year earlier. 

“For me, going into a draft without some sort of analytical backing is like 
going into a gun fight with knife,” Stella said. “If I’m talking to the analytics 
department and they’re telling me, ‘Well hey, this player’s production is 
only this and they project to be this, why do you like them?’ then I need to 
then defend my opinion. No one knows the future. We don’t know shit. At 
the end of the day I push the button but the process of getting to that 
point, the more debate and information the better.” 

Stella became Georgie’s boots on the ground — his point guy for the 
import, midget and entry drafts as well as players to target in trades or as 
free agents. 

“I’m Trevor’s eyes and ears,” Stella said. “We attack from two different 
ways. I say, ‘Trevor, here are the one or two guys I like,’ and then Trevor 
says ‘OK’ and he’ll take the agent to lunch.” 

When the 2018 draft rolled around, their plan for it became obsessively 
about what the players they drafted would look like when they hosted the 
Memorial Cup. 

That year, the blueprint outlined a specific focus on drafting defencemen 
and smaller forwards because they knew that those were the types of 
players who were most likely to be both coming into their own at 19 and 
20 years old and stand the highest chance of not having graduated to the 
NHL. 

“It was all about hedging risk,” Georgie said. “We’re here to win a 
Memorial Cup not a Stanley Cup, so that doesn’t help us if they depart 
early.” 

They also set out on an aggressive recruitment of college-committed 
players, knowing that if they could pull kids away from the NCAA that 
they’d get better value than other teams. 

With their first two picks, they drafted defencemen William Villeneuve No. 
2 and defenceman Jeremie Poirier No. 8. With a third first-rounder, they 
drafted forward Josh Lawrence, who checked two of the blueprint’s 
boxes: he was small and he was committed to the college route. In the 
second round, they doubled down on that philosophy, drafting then-
college-bound players Charlie Desroches (a defenceman) and Brady 
Burns (a small forward). A couple of years later, they did the same again, 
pulling forwards Peter Reynolds and Cameron MacDonald away from 
their college paths. As part of that process, alum Charlie Coyle, who left 
Boston University in 2012 to join the Sea Dogs for their second 
President’s Cup, would commonly call the players to help with the pitch. 

Though they never got the chance to draft would-be No. 1 pick Hendrix 
Lapierre, they even had discussions about whether they’d want to, 
knowing he may not be around come their Memorial Cup (Lapierre 
started this season with the Capitals and nearly wasn’t sent back, so they 
were right). 

With every pick, Stella, who was managing his first draft and just 27 
years old, felt like he was sticking his neck out. 

“That whole first year could be its own novel. There was a lot of self-
doubt and a lot of people who didn’t believe in what we were doing as 
these two young guys,” Stella said. “Even some of our own scouts, I 
remember one of them telling Trevor ‘Brady Burns needs to grow if he 
wants to be offensive in this league.’ We didn’t have that bias. A small 
forward that puts up points oftentimes gets overlooked. And we needed 
them for that one year.” 

Once they were drafted, the Sea Dogs Blueprint mapped out how they’d 
develop them toward the Memorial Cup, which started with rolling out the 
youngest roster in the CHL in back-to-back years. 

In their first season together, the 2018 draft class of Villeneuve, Poirier, 
Lawrence, Burns and Desroches were a combined minus-224. 
Convincing them that it was all part of the plan was no small task. 
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“It’s exhausting. These are guys who are used to winning. So it’s really 
hard. It’s hard on the fan base, it’s hard on the players, it’s hard on the 
bottom line, it’s hard on everything,” Georgie said. “Eventually you 
become the oldest in the league and things get better but it’s hard for 
some people to understand and appreciate that when you’re living day-
to-day.” 

Even as they began to round the corner, some players didn’t make it to 
the finish line. That included Joshua Roy, the Sea Dogs’ No. 1 pick in 
2019 (whom they’d penciled in as their No. 1 centre), asking for a trade in 
the middle of the 2020-21 season. Forwards Dawson Stairs (another one 
of those successful 2018 picks) and Alex Drover, as well as defenceman 
Kale McCallum, all of whom were penciled into the blueprint, were all 
also moved for one reason or another. 

Eventually, though, they came out of it, led by their 2018 draft class. 

“That draft will go down in history as one of the best drafts ever in the 
league just [in] sheer players, and games played, and points,” Stella said. 

But their job was only just beginning. 

So when the 2019 Memorial Cup came around, and the tournament was 
held in Halifax, the Sea Dogs hosted a dinner, invited people from the 
hockey and business communities, and continued making promises. 

“We just talked about how we were going to host the Memorial Cup next,” 
Georgie said of the dinner, repeating himself for the umpteenth time, 
laughing and then pausing to consider the ramifications if he was wrong. 

“It would have been soul-crushing if we didn’t get it…” 

When Sept. of 2021 rolled around and the day came for the Sea Dogs 
and Remparts to learn who would host, Georgie, Stella, McCain and 
Ashfield gathered in the Sea Dogs’ offices to wait for the news. 

Ashfield uses the same word to describe those tense moments as 
McCain did to describe the rebuild: excruciating. 

Excruciating because he knew how badly Georgie and McCain wanted it. 

“We missed important milestones over those final weeks. It felt like we 
were in a marathon. None of us wanted to take our hand off the wheel 
because we’d spent so many years focussed on this,” Georgie said. “We 
wanted to demonstrate that we weren’t just submitting a bid that we could 
start working on once we got awarded it, we wanted to demonstrate that 
we were already working on it. ‘Don’t worry, pick Saint John, we’re well 
on our way and it’s taken care of.'” 

Excruciating because they knew when they got the bid guidelines in the 
summer that they were going to be the underdog. 

“When Quebec City is bidding it’s pretty much theirs to lose,” Ashfield 
said. “If you were stacking up the assets to bid for a Memorial Cup, 
Quebec City would have everything you want. So we wanted to be very 
strategic with how we thought about what this event could be. We didn’t 
want this to be about just hosting a hockey tournament. This is a major 
event and major events don’t come this way very often.” 

They also knew that because of the pandemic they weren’t going to be 
able to host anyone in their city to show them the venues or their plans. 
So everything rested on that 400-page document making the right 
impression. 

“Trevor and I probably slept seven hours the week leading up to the bid 
because there was so much that we were doing for content and making 
sure the story was right and lining up the pieces,” Ashfield said. “We 
really wanted the committee, when they read our bid, to experience what 
the Memorial Cup was going to look like in Saint John. We really wanted 
someone to pick up that document and know. This was our shot. We 
wanted to say that ‘If this is really an event for everyone, we want to be 
the city that really represents almost 70 percent of the cities in the CHL 
that really look and feel like us. We weren’t Vancouver, Calgary, 
Edmonton, or Quebec City, but we believe these events can be really 

meaningful for a city like ours and we didn’t want to miss the chance. It 
would have been devastating to not have the opportunity.” 

In the final moments before they learned the news, doubt finally creeped 
in. 

“There’s always that feeling of ‘What if we invested all of this time, and all 
of this effort and emotion, and passion into it, and then it doesn’t go our 
way?’” Ashfield said. “(Georgie and I) had the feeling that we left 
everything on the line as part of it and that we pitched a vision for the 
Memorial Cup — and a different vision — but your mind still goes there.” 

Then the news came, air re-entered the room to replace worry with relief, 
and they all turned to hug one another. 

“The fact that Saint John has never hosted. The fact that it’s the first one 
since it had been cancelled (two years running). The fact that we’ve 
invested years planning an event that we’re not even sure we were going 
to get. It means so much,” Georgie said. 

“And I’m happy that I don’t have 20 families that are pissed off at me 
because we didn’t get to host it after all,” Georgie added, chuckling. 

After they learned they were hosting, talk of “for the Memorial Cup year, 
for the Memorial Cup year,” became the here and now of their last trade 
period. 

And even after watching Poirier, Villeneuve, Desroches, Burns, 
Lawrence, Reynolds and MacDonald develop into what they’d hoped for, 
and even after trading to acquire Flames prospect Ryan Francis and 
Islanders prospect William Dufour in the lead-up to the season, they 
weren’t nearly good enough. 

Georgie came to that conclusion after meeting with Stella and their 
coaching staff. Then he sat down with McCain one day in Halifax to ask 
him how far he was willing to go, outline where in the Sea Dogs Blueprint 
they were, and detail to his owner that to win a Memorial Cup you need 
three forward lines that can play against first lines, six top-four D, and two 
starting goalies. 

McCain, having prevented his former head coach Gerard Gallant from 
trading two first-round picks for defenceman Brandon Gormley in 2012, 
knew that there was only one answer this time around. 

“If you want to get to the Memorial Cup, you’re going to have to make 
moves to get there or you’re going to be embarrassed. There’s no way 
around it,” McCain said. 

He’s also now 65 and says he has a different perspective (he now 
believes the Sea Dogs would have won the Memorial Cup with Gormley 
and argues Gormley put the Cataractes, who made the trade when Saint 
John wouldn’t, over the edge). So he answered unequivocally. 

“Green light on whatever you’ve got to do,” he told Georgie. “This is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Let’s not have any regrets.” 

With McCain’s blessing, Georgie and Stella worked in close council from 
morning to night, day after day, to pull off what McCain calls “the most 
dramatic trade period in the history of our franchise.” 

“Trevor did a job I’ve never seen in my lifetime in hockey,” McCain said. 

The result was the orchestration of six trades involving 44 pieces ahead 
of the January 6 deadline, all of which were dumped in a string of last-
minute announcements in order to prevent other teams from knowing the 
scale they were working toward. 

“It was hectic, it was a lot of changes,” Stella said. “It was important for 
us to keep our cards close to our chest. We didn’t want to announce 
something and then have a contender have a few days to answer to it.” 

Added Georgie: “And in those last 24 hours, we really heard it from some 
fans about, ‘Come on, you guys are hosting’ and I kind of chuckled to 
myself and thought, ‘Boy, the trade deadline is on a workday, I hope 
you’re not too busy for a couple of hours.’” 
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They’d set out to go get three things: 

Players who’d won before (a smaller number than usual after the 
pandemic’s cancellations) 

To accomplish the first goal, they traded for veteran defenceman Vincent 
Sevigny and goaltender Nikolas Hurtubise, who’d won the QMJHL title 
with the Victoriaville Tigres the season prior, naming Sevigny captain. To 
accomplish the second, they traded for Penguins prospect Raivis 
Ansons, hard-nosed forward Nick Blagden, and Jack-of-all-trades 
Marshall Lessard and Connor Trenholm. 

They also put an emphasis on trading for players who already had 
connections to their current roster, in theory so that they would fit in 
faster down the stretch (Lessard, for example, played minor hockey with 
Villeneuve and Sea Dogs forward Olivier Picard). 

“We could have got other players for less of a price but in speaking to our 
guys, these were all guys that they know. Nobody walked into our room 
not knowing anybody. Someone endorsed them on the team,” Georgie 
said. 

They also worked a non-trade angle to bring in talent by having 
conversations with Flames general manager Brad Treliving and director 
of player development Ray Edwards about defenceman Yan Kuznetsov, 
who’d begun the year playing in the AHL with the Stockton Heat. The 
Sea Dogs, who already had a pair of the Flames’ prospects (Poirier and 
Francis), had selected Kuznetsov in the CHL Import Draft knowing there 
was a high chance he’d never play for them but hoping they could use 
their relationship with the Flames to get him and were willing to take the 
gamble over a lesser player. 

Once they knew they could guarantee a Memorial Cup run for 
Kuznetsov, they eventually convinced the Flames to loan him, even 
working with their academic director to let him know that if he came and 
he wanted to finish his degree at UConn (where he’d played the two prior 
seasons) that they could facilitate that. 

They then set their sights on the one final move that had to happen but 
was going to be the hardest to make — the No. 1 centre — only to work 
for weeks to finalize a deal for the perfect player and have the other 
team’s owner pull the plug on it at the last minute (after the paperwork 
had been sent to the league and Georgie had already told the players 
going the other way they’d been traded). 

When it fell through, Geogrie rushed to inquire with the Moncton Wildcats 
about a player they’d been fond of for years: Philippe Daoust. Only there 
was a hitch: Daoust was playing in the AHL with the Belleville Senators. 

At 10 p.m. on the eve of the deadline, Wildcats general manager Ritchie 
Thibeau called Georgie back to let him know that Daoust was returning to 
the QMJHL. Together, Georgie and Thibeau agreed they wouldn’t hang 
up until they had a deal. 

After emailing paperwork back and forth into the early morning, they 
finally locked in the framework of a giant 10-piece trade, confirmed that 
the Senators would be comfortable with Daoust going to Saint John (the 
Sea Dogs also had a relationship with the Senators after having Chabot), 
and pulled the trigger. 

Once they hung up with Thibeau, Georgie and Stella hung around on 
their Zoom until 6 a.m. finalizing everything, brushed their teeth, went to 
bed for an hour, and then got back on Zoom at 8 a.m. 

“The trade period was just jam-packed,” Stella said, sighing. 

Before announcing it all, Georgie laid it all out for McCain. 

“He called me that night and he said ‘Here’s what I’ve done,’” McCain 
said, laughing. “That’s how it happened.” 

When it was over, nearly half the team looked different. 

“Part of our blueprint that we held strong to was that most Memorial Cup 
teams have been homegrown where most of their players have been 
drafted or signed before they were 18 to grow with the team. So a trade 

period like that doesn’t seem consistent with the blueprint,” Georgie said, 
“but really we added what Memorial Cup teams would add over the 
course of three years in one trade deadline because we didn’t have the 
previous deadlines due to the pandemic.” 

The results were instantaneous. 

Armed with eight drafted NHL prospects, the most in the QMJHL, the 
Sea Dogs played to a 32-5-1 record after the deadline, winning their last 
15 games of the season and finishing as the league’s highest-scoring 
team. Dufour led the QMJHL in goals with 56, breaking Jonathan 
Huberdeau’s Sea Dogs points record with 116. Lawrence tied for the 
league lead in assists and broke Huberdeau’s record there, too, with 70. 
Villeneuve, four seasons after he was minus-52, led the league in plus-
minus at plus-60. 

They were ready. 

The only thing left to do was to pull off hosting it, and that was its own 
monster. 

At the centre of the Sea Dogs’ initial bid was a concept-turned-slogan: 
“One for All.” 

On the hockey side, “One for All” became about building a progressive 
organization from the top down. That meant creating a mental 
performance department which included bringing in sports psychologist 
Dr. Dana Sinclair and performance coach Dr. Ashwin Patel. As they 
prepared for their season, it meant inviting LGBTQ advocate and former 
professional hockey player Brock McGillis, leaders in women’s hockey, 
and Bryant McBride, who has documented Willie O’Ree’s life on film, to 
speak with their players. 

“We look for every opportunity to have conversations with our players 
about social issues, about what’s going on in the world, about what’s 
going on around them and their role in that,” Georgie said. “We don’t look 
at it passively. We look to build a rapport with them. I think that today’s 
player is much more open-minded, progressive and accepting than any 
of us adults give them credit for. And just because I’m the GM doesn’t 
mean I’m building this team by myself. We’re building it together.” 

On the event side, “One for All” became about the city and its people. 

“When I think about the timing, there’s just a lot of stuff going on in the 
world that I would say is really dividing people. So it’s an opportunity to 
bring the community together, bring people from different backgrounds, 
and make this an event that’s really inclusive and accessible for 
everybody,” Ashfield said. 

Added McCain: “If we win it would be icing on the cake but just to get 
there and have this event in Saint John, that’s what it’s all about from my 
perspective. It really is nice to do something special in my home province 
and hopefully create a legacy that will leave a lasting impression for 
many years to come.” 

First they had to get there, though. 

That became Ashfield’s job as he transitioned from chairing the bid 
committee to chairing the event. 

It was up to him to organize an eight-night concert series that will run 
throughout the tournament and feature some of Canada’s biggest acts. It 
was up to him to organize a “One for All” speaker series (which they’d 
promised themselves they’d do whether or not they won their bid). It was 
up to him to work with the city to leave as part of that legacy the 
“Memorial Cup Plaza” — an outdoor event space and ball hockey facility 
to be constructed adjacent TD Station. 

“Ball hockey is really popular here and it’s part of our vision for 
introducing hockey to folks where ice skating hasn’t been introduced to 
them yet,” Georgie said. “My father is from Iraq and ice skating was not 
part of his upbringing. And there are a lot of folks like him that arrive to 
Canada and skating isn’t natural for them and it’s also very expensive for 
gear.” 
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And they had to figure it all out while navigating changing provincial 
pandemic restrictions. When they started out in the bid process, 
everything was open. But almost immediately after they were selected as 
the winner, New Brunswick went into lockdown. Then they opened up 
briefly only to plunge back into an even bigger lockdown before opening 
again. 

Originally, Ashfield and the Sea Dogs had also worked to get everything 
in place for announced dates in early June. Then, after the pandemic 
slowed each of the CHL’s leagues’ schedules, the Sea Dogs were told 
they’d have to move the event to June 20-29. 

“We understand that they wanted to complete full regular seasons and a 
normal playoff schedule. I totally get it from a financial perspective and a 
player development perspective. But it’s not ideal for us,” Georgie said, 
laughing. 

The move required they review their budgets, check in with government 
officials and rebook all of their hotels and venues, which meant 
negotiating with the arena to move a scheduled monster truck show, a 
country concert and a midway. 

“Oh my gosh, it has been a roller coaster,” Ashfield said of it all. “It has 
been a lot of navigating things that are out of our control. But I will say 
through all of it, our team is amazing. I would take this team to any event. 
This event is going to be amazing, I have no doubt about that.” 

As the tournament nears, win or lose, each of Georgie, Stella, McCain 
and Ashfield have promised to be proud of what they’ve done come June 
29. 

There will be no slowing down, though. 

“We’re hosting the Memorial Cup and all I’m thinking about is the draft 
after it. The Memorial Cup is nice but we have to have a team next year 
and we’re rebuilding this team next year,” Stella said. “It’s like ‘OK, how 
do we get two first-round picks for the guys I like (when we have none)?’ 
It’s very contrast to ‘The Mem Cup’s going to be great, and we’re going to 
enjoy this and this.’ Because to me this isn’t a finishing line.” 

If they win it, the parade will be June 30. On July 1, they’ll have the 
European draft. On July 3, Georgie will be getting married. On July 4, the 
midget draft will bring him back to work. 

“I have a few GMs and agents coming to the wedding so I might have to 
get them to sign contracts and make trades after the ceremony,” Georgie 
finished, only half-jokingly. 
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The 2021-22 NHL season included a great deal of highlights, from the 
dominance of the Colorado Avalanche and Florida Panthers to the goal-
scoring prowess of Auston Matthews and Chris Kreider to spectacular 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, Frederik Andersen and Jacob 
Markstrom. 

But there can be only one team that gets to raise the Stanley Cup. For 
the rest, this offseason will be a critical time to restock for another playoff 
run, make that big free-agent signing to get over the hump or continue 
the slow build back to contention. With 15 teams officially eliminated from 

the playoffs, it's time to identify their biggest needs as well as some 
solutions that can be explored. 

Read on for a look at what went wrong for each eliminated team, along 
with a breakdown of its biggest keys this offseason and realistic 
expectations for 2022-23. Note that more teams will be added to this 
story as they are officially eliminated from the playoffs. 

Go through every team's profile or skip ahead to your favorite team using 
the links below: 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written by Kristen 
Shilton, while Greg Wyshynski analyzed the Metro and Pacific teams. 
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Projected cap space per Spotrac. 

First-round exits 

Minnesota Wild 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,719,745 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (VAN), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

When it mattered most, Minnesota's stars did their job. The Wild simply 
didn't get enough out of their depth players. That wasn't a glaring issue 
for Minnesota in the regular season, but was a defining factor in their 
first-round loss to St. Louis. And it wasn't just an offensive problem either; 
it was all over the ice. 

Minnesota needed more defensive buy-in, more confidence on special 
teams, and more key saves from goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. That's 
why general manager Bill Guerin acquired Fleury at the deadline, to 
make Minnesota a true Cup contender with rock-solid, reigning Vezina 
Trophy winner level goaltending. Fleury was shaky when the Wild 
needed him to be inspiring. And since coach Dean Evason gave the 
crease to Fleury over Cam Talbot, despite the latter's excellent play all 
season, Minnesota couldn't switch goalies so late in a playoff series. 
They needed Fleury to rebound along with his teammates, and the bet 
didn't pay out. 

Keys to the offseason 

To be honest, the Wild are in pretty good shape roster-wise. The largest 
hurdle ahead is that starting in 2022-23, Minnesota is carrying 
$12,743,588 in dead cap space from the Ryan Suter and Zach Parise 
buyouts. That's around 15% of their space, and will absolutely impact 
what the Wild can do moving forward. 

Guerin's most high-profile negotiation projects to be with pending 
restricted free agent Kevin Fiala. The forward tallied 85 points in 82 
games and, is arbitration-eligible again after playing on a one-year, $5.1 
million contract in 2021-22. Is this when Guerin makes a long-term with 
Fiala? 

After that, the biggest question mark for Minnesota might be -- surprise, 
surprise -- goaltending. Fleury will be a free agent this summer, but 
Talbot is signed for another season. The Wild have a solid option at 
starter, but who supports Talbot? Also, what's the next contract for 
pending RFA defenseman Jacob Middleton? He was brought in from San 
Jose at the deadline and moved all the way up to Minnesota's top pairing 
in the playoffs. Another deal for Guerin to get done. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Depending how Minnesota navigates its cap-space concerns, the Wild 
could retool and take another shot at a long playoff run. They have 
sensational talents in Kirill Kaprizov, Mats Zuccarello and others. There 
are strong pieces on the back end, including Jonas Brodin, Jared 
Spurgeon and Middleton. The Wild should learn from disappointment and 
build off of it. 

Nashville Predators 
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Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,270,255 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 3rd (LA), 4th, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

There's no way to sugarcoat this one: The Predators went as far as 
Juuse Saros could take them. That's nothing against Roman Josi, Matt 
Duchene or any of Nashville's other top performers. It was Saros who 
kept Nashville afloat during tough stretches of the regular season; and 
once he was ruled out to start the postseason due to a high ankle sprain, 
it was clear how much goalie depth was a problem for the Predators. 
David Rittich was quickly usurped by Connor Ingram after a poor Game 1 
performance, and there was simply no way Nashville could go goal-for-
goal with Colorado without Saros manning the crease. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, general manager David Poile has to work things out 
(or not) with upcoming free agent Filip Forsberg. Poile opted not to trade 
Forsberg before March's deadline, believing he would be a valuable 
asset in the Predators' playoff push and that there was time to get a deal 
done over the summer. But Forsberg turned up zero points in four 
postseason contests, and how much that impacts his value after a 42-
goal, 84-point regular season remains to be seen. After Forsberg, the 
Predators have to examine their defense and decide if it's strong enough 
behind Josi. Rookie Alexandre Carrier should be able to make strides in 
the future, but Nashville's blue-line depth could use some veteran 
additions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Nashville has a good core in place. Saros is an outstanding No. 1 
goaltender, while Duchene, Josi and Ryan Johansen are around the 
prime of their careers. Forsberg is the true question mark. With him in the 
fold and a healthy Saros, there's no reason Nashville can't be in the 
playoff picture again next season. However, if Forsberg moves on, that's 
a massive hole Poile will need to fill in order for Nashville to stay on pace. 

Non-playoff teams 

Anaheim Ducks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $34,792,500 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (BOS), 2nd, 2nd (PIT), 4th, 5th, 5th (TOR), 6th 
(NSH) 

What went wrong? 

There's a concept in sports called "the rookie wall," in which young 
players will have extraordinary success for a portion of the season but 
are unable to sustain it. The Ducks had their share of young players in 
2021-22, many of them making an impact to turn Anaheim into a 
surprising contender. But things changed in early March. The Ducks went 
winless in 11 straight games, and won only four times in a 23-game 
stretch. 

Before that, Anaheim seemed ahead of schedule in its return to 
relevance. Forward Troy Terry had a career offensive season. Center 
Trevor Zegras electrified the NHL with his over-the-net passing and 
lacrosse-style goals. Defenseman Jamie Drysdale, at age 19 for most of 
the season, played nearly 20 minutes a night. The Ducks hung tough in 
the Pacific until that skid. 

New GM Pat Verbeek -- hired on Feb. 2 to replace Bob Murray, who 
entered a treatment program for alcohol abuse amid allegations of 
professional misconduct -- moved veterans Hampus Lindholm, Josh 
Manson and Rickard Rakell at the trade deadline. That signaled the 
Ducks were punting on the season as well as beginning a generational 
shift for the franchise, one that was underscored by the retirement 
announcement from center Ryan Getzlaf. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Ducks have some housekeeping to handle, with free agents in 
forwards Sonny Milano (RFA), Sam Steel (RFA), Isac Lundestrom (RFA), 
Zach Aston-Reese (UFA) and defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (RFA). 

Beyond that, it's full speed toward a bright future. Coach Dallas Eakins 
had his contract option picked up for the 2022-23 season. One question 
for Verbeek is whether to bring more of the team's prospects -- forwards 
Jacob Perreault and Mason McTavish, defenseman Drew Helleson -- into 
prominent roles or add veterans as stopgaps? Another question for 
Verbeek: How much of a roster that he didn't build does he see as part of 
the Ducks' future? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It's hard to shake the image of the high-flying Ducks from earlier this 
season, infused with the energy of their young stars and playing an 
exciting brand of hockey. That offense dipped as the season went on and 
their defense -- which wasn't all that strong to begin with -- spiraled 
during the long winless streak. Both are indicative of an inexperienced 
team, and with a season under their belts, the young Ducks may be 
ready to soar into the playoff picture in the Pacific next season. But 
there's no rush. They're on the right flight path. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $38,069,000 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CAR), 1st (COL), 2nd, 2nd (PHI), 2nd (SJ), 2nd 
(NYI), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Arizona has had talent problems. The NHL's lowest-scoring team 
struggled to generate offense and to capitalize on chances when it did. In 
well over one-third of their games this season, the Coyotes were either 
shut out or scored a single goal. It wasn't a model for success. 

Arizona also missed out on getting a big year from its best player, Jakob 
Chychrun. After he scored 18 goals and 41 points last season, Chychrun 
had only 21 points in 47 games in an injury-plagued campaign. That 
certainly impacted the Coyotes negatively on both ends of the ice, given 
their constant difficulties keeping pucks out of the net as well. 

In the final few weeks and months, though, a tidal wave of injury 
problems simply capsized the Coyotes. Clayton Keller, Christian Fischer, 
Lawson Crouse, Chychrun and others missed time with various ailments. 
It would be nearly impossible for any team to lose that many crucial 
bodies and carry on with any level of success. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Coyotes are being evicted from their current lodging at Gila River 
Arena and will begin playing in a much cozier venue at Arizona State 
University. That will be quite the transition for Arizona as it is; at the same 
time, GM Bill Armstrong has to entice more players into the fold. The 
Coyotes need scoring, dynamic two-way skaters and guys who will sign 
multiyear deals. Those boxes won't be easy to check. 

At the same time, Armstrong must decide on Chychrun's future. He took 
many calls on the defenseman prior to the March trade deadline but 
decided to stand pat. Will that hold into the summer as well? Chychrun 
had a down year, but he's still viewed as a valuable commodity. Is now 
the time for Armstrong to swap out his elite defender for some firepower? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Getting everyone back and healthy will be critical, of course. And 
deciding whom to lean on in the net (Karel Vejmelka? Harri Sateri? 
Someone else?) is another key. If the Coyotes pick right, and Armstrong 
can fill in the other gaps through trades and free agency, it's reasonable 
to think Arizona will be better than this season. How much better? Not 
playoff bound. But not a bottom-feeder. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $42,114,166 
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2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (FLA), 1st (VGK), 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th (NJ), 6th, 
6th (CGY), 7th 

What went wrong? 

In a word: goaltending. Buffalo actually started the season fine, winning 
five of its first seven games. Then starting goaltender Craig Anderson got 
hurt Nov. 2 and wouldn't return until Jan. 29. The Sabres went 8-19-6 
without him and averaged the third-most goals against (3.76) while 
cycling through five other options in the crease. The lack of consistency 
at such an important position undoubtedly hurt the Sabres' prospects. 
Same goes with defense. Rasmus Dahlin came into his own this season 
but it was a process. The early-season growing pains for that entire blue 
line in finding a rhythm took its toll as well. 

There also was the Jack Eichel trade in November, which removed a top 
talent from Buffalo's ranks but brought Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs in 
return. Eichel, of course, would not play until February following surgery 
on a herniated disc, but losing contributions like his from your lineup -- at 
any point -- is going to be an adjustment. 

Keys to the offseason 

Again: goaltending. Who is Buffalo going to tap for next season? In a 
perfect world, the Sabres could re-sign Anderson and have him be half of 
a one-two tandem with Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. That would give Buffalo 
a known veteran commodity in Anderson to mentor the up-and-coming 
Luukkonen, who was the team's second-round pick in 2017 and -- the 
Sabres hope -- is Buffalo's goaltender of the future. If that scenario 
doesn't appeal to them, then GM Kevyn Adams will have to work the 
trade market and/or free agency to find a reliable goaltending duo so 
Buffalo doesn't run into the same troubles it experienced this season. 

The Sabres' other priorities will revolve around their burgeoning core. 
Owen Power has arrived. Ryan Johnson is on the horizon. Dahlin is a 
rising star. Adams should be on the lookout for potential veteran 
additions for the blue line to maximize that group's potential. Up front, 
Tage Thompson, Dylan Cozens, Tuch, Krebs & Co. project to build on a 
solid final third of this campaign. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Playoffs? Playoffs! There is no reason -- if Buffalo can get its goaltending 
settled -- that this team won't push for its first postseason appearance 
since 2010-11. The Sabres have played some great hockey since March. 
Coach Don Granato can see the chemistry emerging and will keep 
nurturing it. Buffalo should relish coming into next season with more than 
a hint of swagger. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,741,667 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 2nd (MIN), 3rd (VGK), 3rd (EDM), 3rd (TOR), 6th, 
6th (CBJ), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Well, let's begin with Jeremy Colliton. Chicago went 1-9-2 to start the 
season before Colliton was relieved of his duties as coach. Derek King 
stepped in as the interim coach, and there was a requisite bump of better 
play that wouldn't last. Chicago could never find consistency offensively 
or defensively. 

Outside of Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel (prior to his 
being traded), the Blackhawks were continuously looking for more 
players to contribute. Some would, in spurts, but never for long enough to 
give Chicago the momentum it needed. Defensively there was little 
cohesion at times, whether due to an apparent adjustment period for 
Seth Jones early on or just a lack of chemistry among teammates. 

Then there was the simple matter of unexpectedly difficult seasons for 
some players, such as Dominik Kubalik and Kirby Dach. And once Marc-
Andre Fleury was traded at the deadline, the goaltending suffered (the 

Blackhawks were in the bottom five in goals against following Fleury's 
departure) and it was a slow slide to the regular-season finish line. 

Keys to the offseason 

Chicago is rebuilding. That's rarely a simple process. 

GM Kyle Davidson will have to assess the organization top to bottom and 
figure out who's staying and who's going. That starts with King behind the 
bench. Will he remain or will Davidson start a broader search for his 
replacement? 

There has been talk about whether it's time for the Blackhawks to move 
on from Kane and Jonathan Toews and hand the keys to the next 
generation. Moving Hagel was already a sign Davidson won't be shy 
about making changes. Is this a tear-down operation? Or are there 
veteran pillars in place that can support Chicago's new wave of talent? 
Those are heavy questions, and the Blackhawks' path ahead hinges on 
how they're answered. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Keep them low. It will be some time before Chicago is back to its former 
glory. The team's primary goal for next season should include becoming 
tougher to play against. Too often this season the Blackhawks were an 
easy out. Rebuilding can be a grind mentally on players, but whoever 
comprises this roster in the coming years will have to persevere. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,203,272 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CHI), 2nd, 3rd (TB), 4th, 4th (TOR), 7th (ANA) 

What went wrong? 

It was a transitional season for the Blue Jackets. In the past year, they 
traded disgruntled No. 1 center Pierre Luc-Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets 
for Patrik Laine; traded defenseman David Savard to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning; traded star defenseman Seth Jones to the Chicago 
Blackhawks before he could walk away as a free agent; and replaced 
head coach John Tortorella with assistant Brad Larsen, who vowed to 
give some players a chance to shine in bigger roles in 2021-22. 

Shine, some of them did. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov saw an 
increase in ice time and a jump in points. Cole Sillinger, 18, had a 
promising rookie season. Best of all, Laine became Laine again with a 
point-per-game season that earned him increased ice time. 

But a lineup in transition meant it was a rough ride at times. The Blue 
Jackets went through a 2-10-1 stretch from December to January that 
torpedoed their record. Important players such as Laine, Boone Jenner, 
Alexandre Texier, Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist missed chunks of 
time. Most of all, the Blue Jackets were one of the worst defensive teams 
in the NHL, near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 expected goals 
against. 

That defense was in front of goaltending that saw Elvis Merzlikins' save 
percentage decline for the third straight season and Joonas Korpisalo 
become one of the league's most mediocre goaltenders -- although 
obviously this critique of the position comes with the caveat that the Blue 
Jackets were missing the late Matiss Kivlenieks in every sense of the 
word. 

Keys to the offseason 

Priority No. 1 is Laine. He's a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 
who made $7.5 million against the cap on a one-year deal. This season 
should be enough proof of concept to earn him a long-term contract as 
one of the Jackets' franchise pillars, although that hasn't materialized yet. 

In terms of roster construction, the Blue Jackets could use a couple of 
veterans to help out on the defensive end, potentially through free 
agency, and preferably ones who could bring the lineup the size and 
physicality that was lacking this season. Merzlikins begins a new five-
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year contract in 2022-23; assuming Korpisalo is gone, will Columbus pair 
Merzlikins with promising Daniil Tarasov or bring in another veteran? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Blue Jackets scored more (13th in the NHL in goals per game) than 
their underlying numbers would have indicated (23rd in expected goals 
per 60 minutes). That said, their offensive is going to be OK. The bigger 
problem is on the other side of the ice. If Larsen can find solutions 
tactically or GM Jarmo Kekäläinen can find some externally, the Jackets 
could be back in wild-card contention -- provided they're healthy. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $35,376,944 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (WSH), 3rd, 4th, 4th (VGK), 4th (COL), 
5th, 7th, 7th (LA) 

What went wrong? 

Inconsistency is a hallmark of rebuilding teams. The Red Wings were no 
exception. Their first 25 games (with a 13-9-3 record) this season wound 
up being a microcosm of what would unfurl the rest of the way, with 
strings of great performances punctuated by too-long runs of cringe-
worthy losses. After that initial burst over .500, the Red Wings won only 
17 of their next 52 games. 

Detroit's team defense was the major problem, and made the Red Wings 
among the league's worst clubs in high-danger chances allowed. Outside 
of rookie phenom Moritz Seider, Detroit didn't have many standouts on 
the back end. The poor habits being exhibited just seemed to permeate 
everywhere else over time and hampered any progress Detroit was able 
to make. 

The Red Wings also were lacking in secondary contributors. Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Lucas Raymond were electric at times, but 
Filip Zadina, Givani Smith and Adam Erne failed to take flight. It became 
a matter of too many passengers and not enough helpers. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, Detroit's defense must be addressed. Filip Hronek 
and Jordan Oesterle are the only veterans signed for next season. To 
improve their execution defensively, the Red Wings will need the right 
personnel leading the way. 

After that are bigger-picture issues. Is GM Steve Yzerman still committed 
to this extended rebuild? Who will he trust in as his next coach? Those 
questions need answering -- and not with words but actions. Larkin and 
Bertuzzi, in their mid-20s, are signed for one and two more seasons, 
respectively; are they willing to play more of their prime years for a non-
contending team? Blashill had been at Detroit's helm since 2015-16. Who 
will take over next? 

There are some great contributors in place on the ice -- Seider, Raymond 
and Alex Nedeljkovic among them -- so the key will be figuring out how 
best to support that young core going forward. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Until Yzerman starts working his magic in the offseason, it's tough to 
proclaim that the Red Wings will be markedly better next year. There are 
some impressive prospects in Detroit's pipeline, including Simon 
Edvinsson and Jonatan Berggren, who could find their way into the big 
club's roster conversation. If the Red Wings intend to ride with their 
young core again and see how far it can take them, there could be 
another spring with no playoffs on their horizon. 

But if the payoff for that is crafting an identity and foundation for the team 
that will sustain it for years to come, well, maybe that's worth pursuing. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,359,524 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CGY), 2nd, 2nd (EDM), 3rd, 3rd (ANA), 3rd 
(CAR), 4th, 4th (TB), 4th (NYR), 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th (STL) 

What went wrong? 

It took Montreal 50 games to hit 10 wins. What didn't go wrong for this 
team? 

Within months of having played Tampa in the Stanley Cup Final, 
Montreal had fired GM Marc Bergevin (on Nov. 29) and coach Dominique 
Ducharme (on Feb. 9). It wasn't any one glaring issue that made the 
Canadiens so hapless, either. Carey Price being unavailable because of 
injury and a stint in the NHL's player assistance program was not ideal, 
but hardly insurmountable. Montreal was just a disjointed team. Exciting 
talents such as Cole Caufield were floundering. The defense was 
atrocious. One thing after another made attempts at improvement feel 
more and more futile. 

GM Kent Hughes and coach Martin St. Louis stepped in along the way 
and gave Montreal a pulse; it was just too late to salvage much in the 
standings. But St. Louis got Caufield firing, Price returned to game action 
and the Canadiens played with appreciably more pride. 

Keys to the offseason 

It should go without saying that St. Louis deserves to have the interim tag 
removed and sign a long-term deal as Montreal's coach. That will be the 
easiest move Hughes makes before September. 

From there, Montreal has to determine what's next for Price. So much of 
how Hughes navigates the coming months will hinge on his starting 
goaltender. Can Price step back into that elite, full-time role Montreal is 
accustomed to getting from him? Given Price's recent injury issues, does 
Hughes have to address the goaltending position either way, even with 
Jake Allen signed for another year? Figuring out who'll be manning the 
crease is job one. 

After that, Hughes will need to put his defense back in order following 
Ben Chiarot's trade and with Shea Weber out indefinitely with lingering 
injuries. Trading Jeff Petry has long been on the table, and Montreal 
doesn't have a deep swatch of veterans signed after him. Hughes will 
have to restock the shelves. What decisions he makes will push Montreal 
in its next direction, likely leaning into the youth movement brought by 
Caufield, Nick Suzuki and others while balancing veteran contributions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Montreal responded well to St. Louis. Over his first two months, the 
Canadiens were better than .500 at 12-11-4. Montreal did begin to fall off 
again later in April -- losing Allen to injury didn't help -- but that shouldn't 
reflect poorly on St. Louis. Give him an offseason and training camp to 
really get a feel for this team, and there will be plenty of reasons for 
optimism. 

Depending where Montreal falls in the draft lottery and how Hughes can 
wield the many picks he has -- including seven in the first three rounds of 
July's draft -- the Canadiens could avoid a full rebuild and come back as 
a retooled group. 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,334,168 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th (NYI), 4th (EDM), 5th (CBJ), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

The goaltending. For the second straight season, the Devils' best-laid 
plans for their netminders went awry. In 2020-21, it was veteran Corey 
Crawford retiring after signing as a free agent. In 2021-22, it was another 
veteran in Jonathan Bernier playing just 10 games after the Devils signed 
him to pair with Mackenzie Blackwood. To their chagrin, Blackwood 
regressed to a .894 save percentage and played barely above 
replacement level ... when he played. The Devils ended up using seven 
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goaltenders this season because of injuries, finishing near the bottom of 
the league in save percentage for the second straight season. 

Injuries were the story among the skaters too. Jack Hughes, having his 
best NHL season, was limited to 49 games, scoring 56 points. Free-
agent prize Dougie Hamilton missed 17 games because of a jaw injury in 
an underwhelming first season in New Jersey. Nico Hischier also missed 
time. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goaltending is the whole ballgame. The Devils were 12th in expected 
goals against per 60 minutes in all situations and 28th in goals-against 
average. They have to make a decision on Blackwood, figure out what 
they have in Nico Daws, then see if Bernier can return from his hip 
ailment or if the Devils need to find a veteran solution for the third straight 
offseason. 

Beyond that, the Devils will have considerable salary-cap space to 
address a few other vital needs: replacing veteran defenseman P.K. 
Subban, who is an unrestricted free agent; adding skilled size to Hughes' 
line; and re-signing leading scorer and restricted free agent Jesper Bratt, 
who leveled up considerably this season. 

The other issue to address is coach Lindy Ruff, who has a .398 winning 
percentage in two seasons with the Devils and is signed through next 
season. Will New Jersey make a change in the offseason or will Ruff 
have a chance to coach under better goaltending conditions (in theory)? 
If he stays, it wouldn't be surprising to see a change in assistant coaches 
given the Devils' special team struggles. 

Meanwhile, the Devils are back in the draft lottery, where they've had 
some luck. Given their depth at center, would they opt for Slovak winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky or his countryman, defenseman Simon Nemec? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but the Devils won't be doing anything 
except wallowing in the draft lottery again if they can't get better 
goaltending. There's a lot to like here: New Jersey should be a top-10 
scoring team next season, given its talent. If the Devils use their 
considerable cap space smartly, they could finally circle back to playoff 
contention. 

New York Islanders 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $10,630,833 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (COL), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

After two straight trips to the NHL's penultimate playoff round, the 
Islanders had the most disappointing season of any team in 2021-22, 
digging themselves an early-season hole from which they could never 
escape. 

They started with 13 straight road games as the finishing touches on their 
new arena were completed, going 5-8-0. When they finally played at UBS 
Arena, it was not a happy homecoming: The Islanders went winless in 
their first seven games in the new barn, as part of an 11-game winless 
streak overall. On Dec. 5, the Islanders were 5-10-5. They never 
recovered to enter the playoff picture. 

They went from being the 12th-ranked defensive team at even strength 
(per expected goals against) over the previous two seasons to being 25th 
this season. Typically dependable players like Anthony Beauvillier and 
Kyle Palmieri didn't hit their offensive marks, while forward Oliver 
Wahlstrom couldn't build on his promising rookie season. 

There were personal highlights, such as Brock Nelson's best goal-scoring 
season, Noah Dobson's breakout year and Ilya Sorokin's Vezina-caliber 
goaltending. But it didn't add up for the Islanders, who looked slow and 
old in a fast and young league. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Lou Lamoriello must address the team's blue line. Dobson needs a 
new contract. Andy Greene and Zdeno Chara are both free agents and 
past their prime, while free agent Sebastian Aho was generally 
ineffective. Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov -- who will be in the final year 
of his contract next season -- can only paper over so much of the 
Islanders' troubles on defense. 

After that, Lamoriello has to determine whether the team's struggles were 
anomalous or systemic. Will he try to trade off some of his 30-and-older 
players on long-term contracts? Or does he run it all back next season 
with hopes that the pieces he's assembled still can click for a Cup run? 

One thing we do know: Barry Trotz will not be backed, as he was fired on 
May 9. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Bringing back Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise on new contracts would 
indicate that Lamoriello is willing to keep this core together for another 
kick at the can. With a few tweaks, especially on defense, perhaps the 
Islanders have another run in them, especially with their goaltending. A 
better start and some new bodies in the lineup should mean they'll be a 
heck of a lot closer to the postseason than they were this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $23,303,929 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TB), 3rd, 3rd (BOS), 4th, 5th, 5th (WPG), 
5th (BOS), 6th, 7th (NYI) 

What went wrong? 

The Senators thought the rebuild was over. They thought wrong. 

Why? Let's start with goaltending. Matt Murray was hardly the Senators' 
savior there, losing seven straight to start the season and six straight in 
the back half of his campaign before exiting in early March with an injury. 
That's not what Ottawa needed from its supposed starter. And with his 
own subpar play, Filip Gustavsson didn't fill the void effectively. 

Murray wasn't the only one who fell below expectations, though. Tim 
Stutzle also came out slowly (on the score sheet anyway), notching only 
one goal in his first 21 games, epitomizing a lineup that struggled to 
score as a whole. Ottawa just never got the leaps and bounds from some 
of its younger stars early on, then couldn't overcome its deficiencies later. 
That became especially true after Drake Batherson, the Sens' leading 
point-getter, was lost to an injury right before the All-Star break. 

Then there were the defensive inconsistencies: odd-man rushes, sloppy 
in-zone coverage, bad decision-making with the puck. All the little 
negative habits that add up to negative results. 

Keys to the offseason 

Murray hasn't played an NHL game since March 5. How is GM Pierre 
Dorion going to address that position for next season? Anton Forsberg 
has had a solid final third of the season and signed a three-year deal to 
stick with the Senators. If Murray can get healthy, will Ottawa trust him to 
stay that way and be part of a tandem with Forsberg? Do the Sens have 
any other choice? Shoring up the goaltending, one way or another, will 
be critical to Ottawa's hopes for a turnaround. 

Dealing with their defensive problems will also be key. Dorion added 
Travis Hamonic at the trade deadline, but he'll need to do more work to 
help Ottawa keep the puck out of its own net. The Senators have cap 
space available to rectify these issues; it's on Dorion to find the right mix. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

At this stage, it's hard to think of Ottawa in the playoff conversation next 
season. Unless, of course, Dorion takes some big swings in free agency 
and can get some difference-making defensive players. The Senators 
have great talent up front in Stutzle, Batherson and Brady Tkachuk. Even 
if all three improve upon this campaign, more tweaks are necessary 
before we can say Ottawa realistically moves the needle next season. 
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Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,803,143 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

This season was a debacle for the Flyers. Coach Alain Vigneault was 
fired after an 8-10-4 start and replaced by assistant coach Mike Yeo on 
an interim basis. Under the former Wild and Blues head coach, the Flyers 
would win just 16 of their next 56 games. They missed key players to 
injury in center Sean Couturier (29 games played), forward Kevin Hayes 
(44 games) and defenseman Ryan Ellis (4 games), a significant 
offseason acquisition who was expected to solidify the defensive corps. A 
slight uptick in goaltending quality by maligned franchise netminder 
Carter Hart was undercut by a penalty kill that saw the Flyers finish near 
the bottom of the league. 

It was a season also marred by tragedy, as Hayes lost his brother, former 
NHL player Jimmy Hayes, last August. It was also overshadowed by the 
saga of captain Claude Giroux, the career Flyer whose time with the 
team ended after a deadline trade to the Florida Panthers. 

Too many injuries, too many ineffective performances and not enough 
impact from GM Chuck Fletcher's offseason additions in Ellis, Rasmus 
Ristolainen, Keith Yandle and Martin Jones (although Cam Atkinson 
played well in his first season in Philly). 

Keys to the offseason 

Fletcher has spoken about an "aggressive retool" in the offseason, 
believing there are enough pieces on the roster, with some 
augmentation, to contend next season. That retool is going to have to be 
quite aggressive: The Flyers need to replace Giroux's offense and 
probably add another established scorer beyond that. 

Will they seek to move forward James van Riemsdyk, who carries a $7 
million cap hit into the final year of his contract? Will those rumors about 
Ivan Provorov's availability result in a trade? There are plenty of 
directions to take the retool. 

Obviously, an NHL draft lottery win would help. The Flyers could certainly 
use a Shane Wright or a Logan Cooley at center, or Simon Nemec on 
defense. 

But beyond the roster, Fletcher will need to hire a new head coach. 
There has been a lot of speculation that the Flyers will seek out TNT 
commentator and Philly fan favorite Rick Tocchet to take over the bench. 
Or does a team seeking better fundamental 5-on-5 play make overtures 
to another coach-turned-commentator in John Tortorella? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

If they're healthier. If their offseason acquisitions are uniformly more 
impactful than last season's were and don't detract from other areas of 
the team. If they choose the right coach. If some of the younger players 
getting time this season -- Noah Cates, Ronnie Attard, Bobby Brink, 
Morgan Frost, Owen Tippett -- level up, and Hart continues to trend back 
to his previous standards. If all of this -- or at least most of it -- happens, 
the Flyers could return to playoff contention. But that's a lot of ifs. 

San Jose Sharks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $13,003,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th (BUF), 6th, 7th, 7th (ARI), 7th 
(MIN) 

What went wrong? 

Not much was expected from the Sharks this season, but they improved 
incrementally. 

They were a .438 points percentage team last season; they had a .468 
points percentage through 77 games this season. Their goaltending 
improved from 29th last season to 20th this season, thanks to the 

acquisitions of James Reimer, Adin Hill and eventually goalie Kaapo 
Kahkonen, whom they acquired from Minnesota in a trade for 
defenseman Jacob Middleton. 

But their offense dropped from seventh in expected goals per 60 minutes 
in all situations last season to 27th this season. Part of that could be 
attributed to the loss of forward Evander Kane, as the Sharks terminated 
Kane's deal for what they said was a breach of contract and for violating 
COVID-19 protocols. He was their leading scorer last season, but it was 
clear that the relationship had run its course. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first is finding the next general manager after Doug Wilson stepped 
down this season. Joe Will is the team's interim GM and may end up 
running their draft as they meticulously comb through candidates to 
succeed Wilson, who was with San Jose for 19 seasons. 

Whoever takes over inherits a veteran roster filled with long-term 
contracts. The Sharks have $42.6 million in salary committed to the 
2024-25 season for Logan Couture, Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic and now Tomas Hertl, whom they signed before the trade 
deadline. That's an expensive core with ample trade protection. Unless 
something dramatic changes, the Sharks will have to find ways to build 
around that talent thriftily. 

To that end, they have some interesting free agents: productive forward 
Alexander Barabanov (UFA), center Jonathan Dahlen (RFA), 
defenseman Mario Ferraro (RFA) and Kahkonen (RFA). 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Another season in hockey purgatory, as the Sharks hope an affordable 
supporting cast can solidify around their talented but aging core. They 
need more players like center Thomas Bordeleau, the University of 
Michigan product who made his debut this season. They could have 
another one in forward William Eklund, the seventh overall pick in last 
year's draft, but he had a rough season in the Swedish Hockey League. 
The regular-season ceiling for this team feels like a wild card. 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,135,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (NSH), 2nd (TOR), 2nd (FLA), 3rd, 4th, 
4th (WSH), 4th (CGY), 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Kraken weren't the Vegas Golden Knights. That much was clear. 
Our expectations for Seattle, based on the Knights' recent expansion 
success and Seattle drafting under the same rules, were inflated. Given 
the talent on the roster, the Kraken should have been better than a points 
percentage under .400, even if they inevitably became a seller at the 
trade deadline anyway. 

At the very least, they should have been a team that established a 
discernible identity in their inaugural season; yet in the end, Seattle's 
style and direction are as mysterious as their namesake sea monster. 

Their goaltending was supposed to help define them. Instead, Philipp 
Grubauer gave up more than 18 goals below expectations and cost his 
team at least three wins, per Evolving Hockey. Through 76 games, the 
Kraken had the worst team save percentage in the NHL. Whatever gains 
they made at 5-on-5 during the season were undermined by the league's 
most porous goaltending. 

But the Kraken didn't give their netminders much goal support, either. 
They were near the bottom of the goals per game rankings, watching 
players like Joonas Donskoi struggle and others like Jaden Schwartz and 
Brandon Tanev limited by injuries. 

Keys to the offseason 

The arrival of No. 2 overall pick Matty Beniers gives the Kraken a 
potential No. 1 center next season and a glimpse of the future. How to 
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achieve that future will involve the NHL draft, where the Kraken will have 
five picks in the first two rounds. But the short-term prospects for Seattle 
will rise or fall on GM Ron Francis' moves this offseason. 

They have 10 free agents, three of them unrestricted. They'll have 
around $21 million in open cap space. They can see what worked and 
what didn't this season and adjust accordingly. That goes for the players 
and the coaches, whose player usage and systems contributed to the 
team's offensive malaise. 

But mostly, they need to find a way for Grubauer to shake off this season 
and become the goalie they thought they signed last summer -- the one 
who was going to be the foundation for what they're building in the 
Emerald City. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kraken found some franchise foundations in their first year. Jared 
McCann was the goal-scoring ace that the analytics portended. Yanni 
Gourde was as solid as expected. Jamie Oleksiak had a strong season. 
So consider the inaugural season as the opening draw in a card game; 
they'll keep some, give some back, take new ones and hope the hand 
turns out better. This is clearly a slow build for Seattle. Another season 
outside the playoffs, considering what's in the 2023 draft, wouldn't hurt. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $12,373,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Canucks waited too long to make significant changes. GM Jim 
Benning and coach Travis Green were fired on Dec. 6, 2021. Benning 
had been at the helm since 2014, and the Canucks made the playoffs 
just twice during his tenure. One of those times was a second-round exit 
in the 2020 bubble playoffs that proved to be an anomalous tease. 

After a .446 points percentage in 2020-21, this clean sweep probably 
could have happened in the offseason. Instead, the regime returned, with 
Benning having made overly aggressive moves in an effort to save his 
job -- like the Oliver Ekman-Larsson deal, for a future contract headache 
he figured wouldn't be his -- and augment a roster that had already 
proven not to be championship-caliber. 

Green was fired after the Canucks stumbled to an 8-15-2 start, months 
after Vancouver handed him a two-year contract extension. Enter miracle 
worker Bruce Boudreau, who has gone 31-15-9 as head coach and 
pushed this roster as far as it could go. Enter team president Jim 
Rutherford and general manager Patrik Allvin as well, who were charged 
with evaluating that roster in another lost season. 

On the ice, the team got outstanding goaltending from Thatcher Demko, 
star Elias Pettersson regained his form, it was another big offensive 
season from defenseman Quinn Hughes and a career year from forward 
J.T. Miller, whom the Canucks decided to hang onto rather than move at 
the trade deadline despite next season being the last one on his contract. 
But the team's problems, like their penalty kill, were solved too slowly for 
the Canucks to make the cut. Too much, too late. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first key is bringing back Boudreau. His contract has a team option 
for a second season, although it's been reported that he could walk away 
from that option. As long as the term is right, bringing back Boudreau is a 
no-brainer: He cracked the code on this team and changed the vibe of 
the franchise. 

They'll have calls to make on Miller, who makes $5.25 million against the 
cap next season before becoming an unrestricted free agent; it's hard to 
imagine he's not part of the solution in Vancouver, given his breakout 
season. Forward Brock Boeser is a restricted free agent whose name 
continues to circulate in the trade rumor mill. Captain Bo Horvat, like 
Miller, goes UFA in summer 2023. 

They have upwards of seven UFAs on a roster that Allvin and Rutherford 
would no doubt like to reshape a bit more in their image, while figuring 
out which pieces of the core they'll retain. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It feels like Boudreau just ran out of runway this season. Given a full 
offseason, training camp and 82-game campaign, we have faith that he 
can get the Canucks back to the playoffs. They have some foundational 
pieces in place -- you could do a lot worse than starting with Pettersson, 
Hughes and Demko -- and a very smart managerial team to add more. 
The long-overdue end of the Benning Era should lead to prosperity next 
season. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $2,673,334 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (NYR), 5th, 5th (CHI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

While there were things that impacted the Golden Knights beyond their 
control this season, they missed the playoffs for the first time in franchise 
history due to unforced errors, cap mismanagement and straying too far 
from their identity. 

Having selected Robin Lehner as their primary goalie and needing the 
cap space, they shipped beloved Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre 
Fleury to the Blackhawks last offseason. That ended up destabilizing 
their goaltending: The Knights went from 2nd in team save percentage to 
20th, and Lehner didn't finish the season after opting for shoulder 
surgery. The Knights used much of that cap space to acquire winger 
Evgenii Dadonov ... whose cap hit they desperately tried to unload with a 
deadline trade to the Ducks, only to have the move canceled by the NHL 
after it turned out Anaheim was on his no-trade list. 

Vegas tried to move Dadonov because it was a capped-out team 
attempting to bring back players from long-term injured reserve. This 
underscored a two-fold problem this season: The financial constraints of 
their own making, which were only exacerbated when the Knights traded 
for Jack Eichel in a November 2021 blockbuster; and the incredible 
number of injuries they dealt with in the second half of the season, from 
star winger Mark Stone to defenseman Alec Martinez to key forward 
Reilly Smith to Lehner. 

Eichel was the latest in a series of high-profile player acquisitions that 
turned the "Golden Misfits" into a roster crushed under the weight of its 
payroll and expectations. That was evident in the final games of the 
season, when the Knights stumbled to their elimination with home losses 
to New Jersey and San Jose; a de facto playoff game loss at Dallas; and 
then a loss in Chicago. Outside of the Devils, the other three defeats 
were in the shootout, where Vegas went a stupefying 0-for-17. 

After that, it was goodnight for these underwhelming Knights. 

Keys to the offseason 

How does owner Bill Foley react to this? He's spent the last three 
seasons collecting star players like they're Pokémon. The Knights were a 
Stanley Cup favorite -- and they didn't even make the postseason. The 
key to the offseason is the scope of that reaction. Does it mean coach 
Peter DeBoer or GM Kelly McCrimmon are out of a job? Does it mean 
another aggressive offseason acquisition of high-priced veteran talent? 
Or do the Knights write off this injury-plagued season and run it back with 
much of the same roster, including a sharper Jack Eichel for 82 games? 

Aside from those philosophical discussions, there are some immediate 
questions to be addressed. Smith is an unrestricted free agent that's 
likely gone. Do they revisit a Dadonov trade? Could they seek to move 
Max Pacioretty one year before unrestricted free agency? Perhaps most 
importantly: What's the status of Robin Lehner and of Lehner's 
relationship with DeBoer? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 
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Challenging for the Stanley Cup. Injuries were a huge factor this season. 
As anyone in Vegas knows, sometimes your luck is rotten. But the other 
issues that impacted the Knights were self-inflicted, and many of them 
can be corrected in the offseason with better cap management and some 
tweaks to the roster. They have enough talent on this roster to win the 
Cup. They just have to find the right mix, the right flexibility and, above all 
else, the right direction. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $16,271,310 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (STL), 2nd (NYR), 3rd (CBJ), 4th (ARI), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

Some teams don't have enough talent to compete with the NHL's best. 
Winnipeg has top players, but too many of them had a tough season at 
the same time. So much so, coach Paul Maurice didn't think he could get 
enough out of the group anymore, leading him to resign in December. 

It's not often that a coach just up and quits on a team that's 
underperforming. Did that have a residual effect on the Jets' overall 
confidence? Maybe. But the club's struggling stars were the real issue. 

Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler both missed time early in the season 
and didn't find an offensive groove until later. Nikolaj Ehlers was one the 
Jets' best forwards, but he too was felled by injury midseason, and that 
hurt the Jets' chances of making a run up the standings. It felt like one 
thing after another took Winnipeg's assets out of the lineup, and the more 
they fought to stay above water, the harder another wave of adversity 
would land. 

Eventually that roller coaster seemed to take a mental toll on the entire 
team, effectively ending any last-ditch hope of contending for a wild-card 
spot. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will need to decide on his next coach. Dave 
Lowry stepped in for Maurice, but is that a long-term slot for him? 
Probably not. 

Whoever fills the role will face arguably the next most important task for 
the Jets: putting this wasted year behind them and starting fresh. It's not 
as if the Jets' require a massive overhaul. They have good players and 
good prospects. Connor Hellebuyck is a strong goaltender. This was just 
a nightmare season in nearly every regard. 

Inevitably, Cheveldayoff will swap some personnel or make alterations 
here and there. He'll have to manage Pierre Luc-Dubois' next deal as 
well, which will be a priority negotiation between the club and its pending 
restricted free agent. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Winnipeg should enter training camp with a massive chip on its shoulder. 
This was not the year the Jets intended to have, and there are far too 
many good players in this lineup to have it happen again. There should 
be high expectations for the Jets going forward, both inside and outside 
the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs invite the demons back to Toronto for Game 
7 after OT loss to Lightning 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

May 12, 2022, 11:14 PM 

 

TAMPA – Stomp the Tampa Bay Lightning out on their own ice, under 
the shadows of the NHL’s two most recently hung banners? Get them out 
and not just down? 

Well, that would have proven that yes, indeed, this is a different, better 
version of the Toronto Maple Leafs. 

Alas, the jury is still out. 

Valiantly but unfortunately, the Leafs lost Game 6 on the road to the 
back-to-back champions. 

No, they didn’t wilt, but they didn’t get the result either. 

So, all those ugly thoughts and tired narratives will follow the Maple Leafs 
back to Toronto like unwanted carry-on baggage. A year’s journey to find 
themselves right back where you started. 

After 18 years of torture and teasing, after a bitter 0-8 streak of this core’s 
inability to knock out an opponent on the ropes, Toronto will dive right 
back into its oh-too-familiar story. 

And the hockey team is down to one shot to rewrite the script. 

“What’s in the past is in the past, man. We can’t change that now. It’s 
about this next game and going out there with a purpose, and with 
details, and just competing for 60 minutes or whatever it takes,” Auston 
Matthews said, following Thursday’s gutsy yet gut-wrenching 4-3 
overtime loss. 

“We just gotta put our balls on the line and go for it.” 

Thing is, the Maple Leafs nearly closed it out in six, and the case will be 
made they deserved a better fate. 

“Loved how we played in overtime," head coach Sheldon Keefe said after 
the game. "We attacked. We had chances, plenty of opportunities to 
finish it, and really gave them nothing — until they had the look, and they 
made good on their one look. That's the difference." 

Rather, part of the difference. 

Toronto’s sloppy giveaways and two ill-timed stick infractions also played 
a role. 

A tightly contested first period would have yielded a 0-0 dead heat were it 
not for a brutal Alexander Kerfoot drop pass to no one in the neutral 
zone. 

Intended for T.J. Brodie, the puck was swooped up by Ondrej Palat and 
buried under Jack Campbell’s armpit in a blink. 

The same brand of turnover that unravelled strong Leafs’ efforts last May 
on nights when they had the Montreal Canadiens on the ropes (see: 
Galchenyuk, Alex; Dermott, Travis). 

Another costly giveaway — by Mark Giordano in a crowded neutral zone 
— led to a brilliant Anthony Cirelli spin-o-rama shorthanded strike the 
other way. 

Once again, the Maple Leafs fell down two-zip. 

Once again, they composed themselves and responded in the second 
period. 

“Love the fight in our team again here today,” Keefe said. 

Three unanswered strikes by the visitors — a slick Matthews’ tip of a 
Giordano point blast, plus a pair of shots from Tavares that found a way, 
the second with just eight seconds remaining in the period — stunned the 
Amalie Arena crowd. 

“John’s been great for us all year, all series,” Morgan Rielly said of his 
point-per-game captain. 
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The Lightning clapped back in the third period when Nikita Kucherov tied 
the game thanks to 105 juicy seconds of controversial 5-on-3 power-play 
time. 

Both David Kämpf and Kerfoot were stuffed in the box serving high-
sticking minors at the time. Kämpf caught Cal Foote in the shoulder, but 
the big D-man flipped his head back and the official’s arm flung up. 
Kerfoot was 200 feet away when his stick lost control on an over-
aggressive PK forecheck. 

“In that moment, it’s tough to take, right?” Keefe said. “I have the benefit 
of slow-motion replay. Officials don’t.” 

Tampa coach Jon Cooper’s take: "They earned them both. And we took 
advantage." 

The crowd rode back into the game as the sides exchanged chances. 
The hockey game was being waged on a tightrope. 

Brayden Point, ever clutch, froze the clock in overtime, putting Leaf 
Nation on pins and needles for the next 48 hours. 

Oh, boy. 

"There's moments that it's easy to say, 'It's too hard,'" Steven Stamkos 
said. "But it's the teams that can go past that — and maybe even 
surprise themselves a little bit — that get to the end." 

The Maple Leafs have never trailed in this series. Their stars have shown 
up. They have a better game in them yet. In other words: there are plenty 
of reasons to hold faith. 

And yet, no one will believe it until they see it. Even then, it could feel like 
a surprise. 

“I anticipate the building is going to be rocking,” said Matthews. The MVP 
was looking in one direction: ahead. 

“It’s right there for us. We just gotta take it.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Shocked by how ordinary Andrei Vasilevskiy has looked in this series. 
He has allowed three goals minimum in all six outings and has yet to 
steal a game. 

• Rielly and Point were star teammates on the 2011-12 Moose Jaw 
Warriors, but they have not hesitated to dig into some fierce battles this 
series. 

“You don’t really think of the old days,” Rielly said. “You just go out there 
and compete.” 

• In case you needed further proof that Jason Spezza is one beauty of a 
teammate… 

• Anyone catch wrestler CM Punk wearing a Tavares sweater to troll the 
fans on Long Island? 

• Reporters requested to speak with Kerfoot post-game, but the team did 
not make him available. 

• Palat has 40(!) career playoff goals and is a plus-27 in the post-season. 
One of the league’s most underappreciated players. 
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Sportsnet.ca / With McDavid at his finest, Oilers' best players will team to 
win in Game 6 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 13, 2022, 3:10 AM 

 

LOS ANGELES — There is an old saying, spoken inside hockey rinks 
through the ages. Something about how your best players have to be 
your best players if you are going to win games like the one the 
Edmonton Oilers won Thursday night in Los Angeles. 

They are not a perfect team, by any means, these Oilers. We’re not even 
sure they’re a Round 2 team, yet. 

But when your best players are of the calibre of Connor McDavid, Leon 
Draisaitl, and now Evander Kane, well, when those guys give you all 
they’ve got all at the same time, losing simply is not an option. 

McDavid grabbed his team by the nameplates Thursday night and hauled 
them up on his back with a three-point night. Draisaitl barely missed a 
shift despite an ankle injury that left him one-legged, yet still managed to 
set up the winner with 5:10 to play in a 2-2 game. 

And Kane? Pfffft. 

All he did was tip home the 2-0 goal, score another that was waived off, 
and then score again — the empty netter that sealed a 4-2 win in Game 
6, as Edmonton lives to play again on what should be a stunning 
Saturday night in The Big E. 

“It's going to be juicy,” said Kane, who flashed the seven-finger salute at 
the Crypto.com Arena fans in celebration of the pending Game 7, not to 
mention his seventh of this series. “That’s going to be juicy!” 

Only Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier (eight each) have ever scored 
more goals in the first six games of a playoff series in Oilers history, but 
despite Kane’s production, there sat the Oilers — tied 2-2 after L.A. 
scored just 29 seconds into the final frame. 

How was Jay Woodcroft’s bench at that moment, their lead gone and 
their season on the line? 

“Calm, composed,” said Woodcroft. “We knew that we had the horses on 
the bench to get the job done.” 

The lead horse, as always, was McDavid. The fastest Clydesdale you 
ever saw, he scored the ice breaker goal just 1:40 into the game, and 
added a pair of assists. 

Look, McDavid has done a lot of crazy things on a National Hockey 
League rink in his career, and probably taken us out of seats a time or 
two more on some other night. But given the context of this win-or-go-
home game, the weight of an organization that has done plenty of losing 
and was poised for another upset loss in Round 1, and the fact Darnell 
Nurse was suspended and Draisaitl was at about 50 per cent for two 
periods, this was possibly the finest performance of McDavid’s career. 

He was like Messier, honestly, hopping the boards shift after shift and 
commanding the game, altering the momentum, and simply dragging his 
teammates into battle. 

“You can see his battle level. He's in every battle, above every check,” 
marvelled Tyson Barrie, the trailer who took Draisaitl’s pass and rifled it 
past Jonathan Quick for the winner. “He’s doing everything right, and you 
can tell how badly he wants this. 

“We’re so lucky to have him on our side. We’ve got to get one more for 
him here.” 

“His play… it’s other-worldly,” echoed Woodcroft. “He was a leader in us 
doing what we needed to do in that first bit of the first period.” 

His team mired in a fit of poor starts, Woodcroft ran McDavid out for five 
shifts in the first 8:29 of the game, ensuring that the Oilers started this 
one on their toes, and the Kings on their heels. McDavid played like a 
man possessed, his 24:02 in ice time the highest on either team — 
defencemen included. 
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The biggest difference is that, today, he uses his video game foot speed 
not only on offence but to defend as well, engaging physically every inch 
of the way. He is 25, and this is peak Connor McDavid, folks. 

Watch Oilers vs. Kings in Game 7 on Sportsnet 

The Edmonton Oilers and Los Angeles Kings will clash in a winner-take-
all Game 7 at Rogers Place on Saturday. You can catch all the action on 
Sportsnet and SN NOW beginning at 10 p.m. ET/ 8 p.m. MT/ 7 p.m. PT. 

We’ve watched a lot of captains lead a lot of teams over our 35 years 
around this league, from Gretzky, to Nick Lidstrom, to Jonathan Toews, 
to Joe Sakic, to Henrik Sedin and the great Patrice Bergeron. This is 
what they all looked like. 

Hockey could only be so lucky to see what McDavid would do in a 
Stanley Cup Final one day, or a gold medal game at the Olympics. 

Then there was Draisaitl, who folded over on his ankle when Mikey 
Anderson appeared to slew foot him in a scrum late in the first period. 
Draisaitl could barely push off the rest of the game, yet gave his team 
18:25 of the best he had, and saved his finest work for the assist on 
Barrie’s goal. 

“I mean, that's what he does. He makes those plays in his sleep,” Barrie 
said. “He's a talented guy and one of the best passers you'll ever see.” 

“He’s a warrior,” said Woodcroft. “I don’t worry about him. He ended up 
making the play on the winning goal.” 

Woodcroft will get Nurse back for Game 7, but may be worried about 
what the doctor says when he looks at Draisaitl’s ankle on Friday 
morning. This Game 7 will not be a place for the hobbled, even when 
they are Draisaitl’s pedigree. 

So it’s back up to Edmonton for one more game, a Saturday night finale 
on the back end of a Game 7 triple-header that should be epic. 

It’s fair to ask if these Oilers can top their work in Game 6. 

But who says the NHL playoffs are fair? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Takeaways: Bruins, Blues get clutch 
performances from deadline additions 

 

Staff Report 

May 13, 2022, 2:18 AM 

 

On a night that saw Toronto fall short with a chance to close out their 
first-round clash, the Boston Bruins forced a Game 7. Seems like a bad 
omen for the blue and white, but thankfully for the Maple Leafs faithful, 
the B’s resilient comeback came not against the Canadian club, but 
against the Canes. 

For the sixth straight game, the Bruins and Carolina Hurricanes came 
together for a shellacking, Boston’s win on Thursday night marking the 
fifth time through these six games that the winning team’s put up a five-
spot. 

Another constant through this series so far: the ongoing battle between 
Brad Marchand (slash Boston in general) and Tony DeAngelo. 

In the first minute of the second period of Game 6, Marchand got the 
better of the Canes defender once again, DeAngelo opening up a lane 
with a badly-timed change, and the Bruins exploiting it with a crucial goal 

from Marchand. It marked the first time this series that the B’s have 
managed to get the first goal of the game. Carolina couldn’t recover, the 
Bruins never relinquishing their lead from there and eventually finishing 
the night with a 5-2 win. 

And who else would it be for Boston?  

Marchand’s goal in Game 6 was his 10th scored in a game where the 
Bruins faced elimination, now a franchise record for the Original Six club. 
Simply put, no other Bruin's been as clutch when the team's season is on 
the line. It was also the 49th playoff goal of his career, putting him level 
with longtime linemate Patrice Bergeron for second-most in team history, 
just a handful behind all-time leader Cam Neely. 

It’s an opportunity missed for Rod Brind’Amour’s side. But considering 
how the pendulum of this series has swung so far, the Canes seem to 
have a decent enough chance to close it out — through each of the first 
six games, the home side’s won every time. Game 7 goes Saturday in 
Raleigh. 

PRIZED PICKUP 

The St. Louis Blues are moving on to the second round, and the 
Minnesota Wild are heading home early. 

Coming into this series, the Wild might’ve seemed to have the edge, the 
club finishing with the better regular-season record, and housing the best 
player in this first-round matchup: Kirill Kaprizov, who finished the year 
with the fifth-most goals (47) and points (108) in the league.  

But these Blues entered the spring with the look of a team that could 
make more noise than most had them pegged for, bringing a combination 
of veteran pieces that helped them lift silver a few years back and a new 
identity grounded in a high-octane offence.  

These aren’t the Blues we used to know. In 2019, when they reached 
that Cup summit, St. Louis entered the post-season with the second-
fewest goals per game in the league. This time around, they entered with 
the third-most. That's held up in the playoffs, the Blues finishing their first 
series with the fifth-most goals per game among the 16 teams battling it 
out so far. 

Full credit goes to GM Doug Armstrong for knowing what exactly his 
team needed heading into the post-season, too. 

Looking to shore up the left side of his blue line, Armstrong went out and 
added veteran defender Nick Leddy in a five-piece deal in March. On 
Thursday night, in the most important game of their season so far, that 
move came up clutch when Leddy picked up the puck in his own zone 
late in the first period, cruised up ice calmly, and fired one from the top of 
the left circle to break the deadlock, giving St. Louis an early 1-0 lead. 

All-time, the Blues are 22-8 when they score first in a series-clinching 
game. They added to that total Thursday night, as they went on to roll 
over the Wild 5-1.  

The Blues’ big boys have been crucial throughout this series, too. With 
five goals apiece through the first-round bout, Ryan O’Reilly, Vladimir 
Tarasenko and David Perron became the first trio of teammates to record 
five-plus goals in one series since 1991, when the Montreal Canadiens 
had three players achieve the feat. 

But the path ahead gets much tougher now, with the well-rested 
Colorado Avalanche up next. 

MCAVOY, LINDHOLM MAKE THEIR MARK 

It’s been a tumultuous series for the Bruins' top defence pair, Charlie 
McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm. 

Between some up and down performances, a brutal check that took 
Lindholm out of the series early, and a bout with COVID-19 protocols that 
removed McAvoy for a spell as well, it’s been a whirlwind for head coach 
Bruce Cassidy’s blue line. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 12, 2022 

 

But Thursday night, it all seemed to line up when the team needed it 
most.  

Cleared to make his return, Lindholm looked excellent for the black and 
gold, playing over 24 minutes and bringing some poise to the club’s 
power play, which tallied early to help build up the B’s lead in the second 
period. Count him as another crucial deadline pickup coming up big in 
these playoffs. 

“He’s been such a great player for us,” Boston’s Charlie Coyle said of 
Lindholm post-game. “Just how poised he is with the puck, the way he 
can shield. Break out, enter their zone and transition that way, make 
those plays. He makes some plays where you’re sitting on the bench and 
you don’t even see it. He sees it while he’s got the puck on his stick and 
bodies in front of him. He makes it look easy.” 

McAvoy, too, was flying.  

After returning to the lineup last game, only to see his club get rolled and 
put themselves on the ropes, No. 73 was all over the ice in this one, 
throwing his weight around (including a controversial hit on Carolina’s 
Sebastian Aho) and making a fantastic play on the eventual game-
winner: 

GAME 7s FOR EVERYONE 

The 2021 post-season saw two first-round series hit the seven-game 
mark. This year’s playoffs have already surpassed that, with Tampa Bay, 
Boston and Edmonton all forcing Game 7s on Thursday night. 

And we’re not even done yet. With Flames-Stars, Panthers-Capitals and 
Penguins-Rangers all currently sitting at 3-2, we could still see three 
more potential Game 7s coming our way before this first round is said 
and done. 

If Dallas, Washington and New York do manage to pull out the type of 
theatrics Thursday night’s squads did, the 2022 playoffs could match an 
NHL record for do-or-die tilts: The most Game 7s ever seen in one 
playoff round was six, back in 1992 — that was also the last time any 
round saw five more Game 7s. 

If even one of those next three teams forces a Game 7, we’re still looking 
at one of the most thrilling rounds in over a decade, as the 2011 playoffs 
were the last to feature four Game 7 clashes. 

Bring on the fireworks. 
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TSN.CA / Matthews playing with Hart as Leafs aim to 'grasp moment' 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Toronto Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning skated at Amalie 
Arena on Thursday morning.  

For the second straight season, Leafs centre Auston Matthews has been 
nominated for the Hart Trophy.  

"The way he plays the game is unique and special," said defenceman 
Morgan Rielly. "The work ethic that he puts in both during the season and 
off-season really sets the tone. I don't think that he takes anything for 
granted. He goes out there and earns it ... When he's doing his thing it's 
hard not to follow and play hard." 

Matthews put forward an MVP-type performance in Game 5 on Tuesday. 
He scored the game-winning goal late in the third period. Matthews also 
led all players with seven hits. 

"His all-around game is as good as anybody's in the league, so it's not 
surprising," said Leafs captain John Tavares. "He's going to play hard 
and compete. They're making it hard on him to earn his ice and his 
opportunity, so good for him to play them hard and work for his own ice. 
He's a catalyst, a leader for us." 

It will be harder to earn ice in Tampa where Jon Cooper owns the last-
change advantage and can get Brayden Point, Anthony Cirelli and Victor 
Hedman out against Matthews. Toronto's top line has failed to score at 
even strength during the two games here during the series.  

"If they play the way they did the other night that will take them a long 
way," said Leafs coach Sheldon Keefe. "Auston, in particular, 200 feet of 
the ice, the way he's skating and competing and winning pucks back, that 
really goes a long way." 

Matthews has been much more productive at home during his playoff 
career. He has 13 goals in 19 home games, but just three goals in 18 
games when the other coach has last-change advantage.  

So, how does his line breakthrough in Game 6 in Tampa?   

"We need to just try to attack," said Matthews. "We need to be good in 
both ends of the ice, but just attacking and being physical. They're going 
to try to neutralize us, try to be above us defensively and stuff and we got 
to be really good defensively as well so we can transition those pucks 
into the O-zone." 

As for the Hart nomination, Matthews calls it a "big honour”, but the 
Arizona native wants to keep the focus on the task at hand.  

"This is what we play and work so hard for," he said. "It's for moments 
like these. 

Matthews on dealing with road match-ups: 'We need to just try to attack' 

Auston Matthews talks about the key for his line in tonight's Game 6 as 
they will most likely be up against the best the Lightning have to offer 
from a defensive perspective. 

The Leafs are 0-7 in the Matthews era when they have a chance to 
eliminate an opponent.  

"We're in a good mood," said Matthews, who has one goal and two 
assists in those seven potential close-out games. "Everyone's excited for 
the opportunity we have tonight … A really good opportunity for our 
group to grasp the moment." 

It was business as usual for the Leafs on Thursday morning. The team 
held a full skate, which is normal following a day off the ice, and there 
were no lineup changes.  

"If anything, we have learned that you can't get too focused on the fact 
it's an elimination game," said Keefe. "All those things go without saying. 
You know what you're playing in. You have to focus on the things you've 
done well in the series. You have to focus on continuing to get better in 
the series." 

The Leafs are 1-8 when leading a series in the past six years, including 
0-2 against the Lightning this year.  

"An opportunity to win and move on is big and we all realize that," said 
Rielly. "We learned in the past what happens when you're not able to do 
that."  

Toronto squandered a 3-1 lead last year against Montreal and a 3-2 lead 
against Boston in 2019.  

Rielly, the longest-serving Leaf, is embracing the pressure.  

"You want to be prepared, you want to enjoy it and just go out there and 
play and not be overthinking it," Rielly said. 
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With a chance to knock out the Lightning in Game 6, Auston Matthews, 
Morgan Rielly and Sheldon Keefe discuss what the Leafs have learned 
from previous elimination games that could help them tonight. 

Keefe chatted with Mitch Marner on the ice before the skate started. His 
message to the star winger?  

"Just play," the coach revealed. "Have fun. You know, do what he's been 
doing. I think he's feeling really good about his game and his series so 
far, so just go out and do your thing." 

Marner is tied with Matthews for the team lead with seven points in the 
series. He picked up the primary assist on the game-winning goal on 
Tuesday.  

Marner has two assists in the seven potential close-out games he's 
played.  

Maple Leafs head coach Sheldon Keefe had a chat with Mitch Marner 
prior to Thursday's skate and was asked what his message was to the 
star winger. Mark Masters has more. 

The Leafs made a change to the top power-play unit in Game 5 as Mark 
Giordano replaced Rielly.  

"With Gio's shot, he's a little more willing and programmed to just direct 
the puck at the net," Keefe explained. "Morgan, all season, has been 
more of a distributor for us at the top there." 

The Leafs have connected on 16.7 per cent of their chances in the series 
(4 for 24), which is down from 27.3 per cent in the regular season when 
they led the NHL.  

"Getting clean looks has been a challenge," Keefe acknowledged, "but 
we've found a way to score pretty consistently. When you're getting one 
power-play goal a game, you'll take that. When you get power plays early 
in games, you'd like to see it strike and build momentum for us." 

An early power-play goal propelled the Leafs to a Game 3 win in Tampa, 
but Toronto struggled on the man advantage early in Game 5.  

"When your power play is not going it tends to draw attention to every 
other area and then you feel like your whole game's not there," Keefe 
said.  

--- 

The Lightning have only faced elimination once during their two Stanley 
Cup runs. Tampa beat the New York Islanders 1-0 in Game 7 of the 
Eastern Conference final last year.  

"If we limit a little bit of the self-destruction on our part it will give 
ourselves a chance win," said Cooper. "Can't guarantee we'll win, but 
we're definitely going to show up tonight, I'll tell you that."  

"Systems are kind of taken out of it at this point," said third-line centre 
Nick Paul. "We know what they're going to do, they know what we're 
going to do, so it just comes down to our will against theirs." 

Paul had four shots, including a breakaway, in Game 5 but couldn't beat 
Jack Campbell. Paul isn't planning any changes. The former Ottawa 
Senator is not superstitious.  

"Can't let that mess with my head," he said. "Had some good chances 
and, in my mind, it's just bound to go in at some point. So, just waiting for 
the bounces." 

Paul broke his stick on the first shot he took on Thursday morning.  

"I thought that was the one, so I guess not," he said of the faulty twig with 
a smile. "Hopefully it's good luck."  
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TSN.CA / Flames leaning on locker room leadership in pivotal moments 

 

Salim Valji 

 

The Calgary Flames continued to be frustrated and stymied through the 
first 40 minutes in Game 5 of their series versus the Dallas Stars. 

The Stars have had sound defensive structure throughout the series, and 
the Flames had beaten goalie Jake Oettinger just six times. Flames 
forwards, typically used to controlling the offensive zone for minutes at a 
time, were getting boxed out by Stars blueliners and unable to get to the 
slot.  

Trailing 1-0 at home in a pivotal game, Calgary’s leaders spoke up during 
the second intermission. 

“A lot of guys stepped up and talked in the room,” Mikael Backlund, who 
scored the tying goal, said. “The message was clear. We put the period 
behind us and go out and play our game, play the way we can, believe, 
just get back to our game and check for chances. That’s when we’re at 
our best and that’s what we did in the third.” 

The Flames took the words to heart and gradually took the game over in 
the third period. Backlund’s line with Andrew Mangiapane and Blake 
Coleman was particularly effective at controlling play, scoring both the 
tying and winning goals and combining for five points. Backlund and 
Mangiapane were named the game’s first and second stars.  

The Flames have tinkered with the depth of their roster over the past nine 
months, prioritizing grit and depth over flash. They also emphasized 
leadership qualities and Stanley Cup pedigree, bringing in Coleman, 
Trevor Lewis, Tyler Toffoli, and Brad Richardson. 

That culture reinvention, which started with the 2020 signings of Jacob 
Markstrom and Chris Tanev, is a big reason why the Flames surprised so 
many in the hockey world in winning the Pacific Division this season. It 
was also on full display as the Flames came back in the third period to 
take Game 5.  

“You make the playoffs because you have some [leadership],” Calgary 
head coach Darryl Sutter said. “Half the teams do. It’s not like there’s 
some brilliant moment that falls out of the sky and that’s going to make 
the difference in the game.” 

Just as Maple Leafs players weren’t willing to divulge exactly what 
veteran Jason Spezza said to them during the second intermission of 
Game 5 versus Tampa Bay that spurred the team to victory, the Flames 
were not keen on sharing specifics of their second intermission either. 

“That wouldn’t be something that has to be talked about,” Sutter said. 

Coleman did elaborate more though. 

“There were a few things said,” he said. “I don’t want to get too much into 
detail, but it’s that time of year where when you have a really good team 
like we do, you don’t want to let opportunities like this slip by. I feel like 
our group is a special group and sometimes you just need that reminder 
that chances like this don’t happen every year or every day. So, you’ve 
got to be willing to pay the price to create those lifelong memories 
because these are the games that you remember.” 

For Tanev, the second intermission was more so about the moments 
between the speeches. 

“There was a lot of silence,” he said. “Everyone knows what we needed 
to do. Everyone focused in and buckled down. Obviously, a few words 
were said, but we know the goal. The goal is to win the game. We’re 
down 1-0 going into the third, so guys came out with a lot more energy 
than we had in the first two periods.” 
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Sutter has said often that his Cup-winning teams in Los Angeles had 
leadership by committee and “several captains.” He did not name a 
captain for the Flames this season, instead reiterating that Calgary had 
several leaders who lead in different fashions. 

The second intermission of Game 5 was the latest example of the team’s 
collective leadership and culture shift proving itself when it matters most. 

“So far it’s been a team effort in the room,” Backlund said. “A lot of guys 
are stepping up, making their voices heard, pushing guys. That’s been 
done all year. It hasn’t been one guy. It’s been a lot of guys in the room. I 
think that’s a big factor in our success.” 
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TSN.CA / Old issues push Oilers to the brink 

 

Travis Yost 

 

To say I‘m a believer in the Edmonton Oilers under Jay Woodcroft would 
be an understatement. 

Since the coaching change, Edmonton has played with more pace 
throughout the lineup, unlocking a high-flying offence buoyed by top-end 
skill that dwarfs what almost every other team around the National 
Hockey League has in stow. 

What, then, should we make of the Oilers in the first round of the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs? After losing Game 5 in overtime, the Oilers are on the 
brink, one loss from elimination at the hands of a Los Angeles Kings 
team that finished 17th in goal differential (+3) this season. Considering 
the underlying organizational expectations and the Oilers having 70 per 
cent implied odds to win the series at the start, a loss would be 
catastrophic. 

The Oilers still have time to salvage things, but it will require (among 
other things) a road win at the Staples Center Thursday night in Game 6. 
Ahead of that pivotal game we ask: What is breaking down for the Oilers, 
and what can we expect from the Kings as they work to close out this 
series? 

When the Oilers brought Woodcroft up, the key change that rocketed the 
team up the standings was an unrelenting offence that could score at will. 
Their effectiveness has very much carried itself into the postseason. 
Defensively, however, the Oilers have been a mess, particularly true at 
even strength: 

That is an ugly move to the upside for two key defensive measures, and 
the scary part is the Oilers have had decent goaltending in the series. 
Mike Smith has had a couple of gaffes, but he’s also stopped 93.0 per 
cent of shots faced over the course of five games. Regardless of how 
you feel about the veteran, he isn’t the primary reason the Oilers are 
losing this series. 

No, the primary reason is that Los Angeles’ offensive style – heaps of 
shots, many of which are low-percentage shots, and maintaining the 
offensive zone at all costs – has beleaguered an Oilers team that’s much 
more confident on the rush. 

If you look at a shot profile for the Kings from the regular season, you can 
see how this style spirals its way into the interior when effective. The 
Kings hunt rebounds and look for defensive miscues to offset a lack of 
high-end shooting talent within the roster, and they are good at it (via 
HockeyViz): 

How are the Kings taking the game to the Oilers? If we look at the usage 
differences between the Kings and the Oilers, we see divergence in 
strategy. The Kings are more comfortable playing their bottom-six 
forwards, while the Oilers are looking for every opportunity to play the 
Connor McDavid or Leon Draisaitl lines. 

The McDavid line, generally featuring Evander Kane and Jesse Puljujarvi 
this series (though Woodcroft did blender the lines a bit in Game 5), has 
had plenty of success against the Kings. The problem, as it has tended to 
be over the years, is in those non-McDavid minutes. Edmonton is 
outscoring Los Angeles 7-4 with McDavid on the ice (7-3 expected); with 
him resting, the Oilers have been outscored 9-5 (9-6 expected). 

That’s where the Kings’ secret sauce comes into play. As dominant as 
any line featuring McDavid has been, the same can be true for any line 
featuring defensive wizard Phillip Danault:  

This data reaffirms what we are seeing on the ice. Los Angeles is simply 
trying (and perhaps failing to some degree) to survive the minutes with 
McDavid on the ice. In every minute he is not, Los Angeles peppers 
Edmonton goaltenders and tries to pressure Edmonton’s attackers by 
forcing them to play lengthy stretches in their own zone. And of note, 
many of these minutes involve the Duncan Keith pairing on the ice for the 
Oilers, which has had a miserable time defending the run of play this 
series. 

The Oilers are still very much alive in this series. There’s too much talent 
across the lineup, and considering the goaltending they are getting, it’s 
hard to believe they are even facing elimination. But there is no longer 
any margin for error. If there was ever a time to see the depth on this 
roster buck up and play sound two-way hockey, this is it. 

If they don’t, the Kings will have a great opportunity to skate the Oilers 
out of the first round. 
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