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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour sets priorities before Game 7 against the Bruins

By Justin Pelletier 

The swish-swash of Rod Brind’Amour’s wind pants and 
jacket echoed off the concrete walls to the beat of his distinct 
gait as he lumbered down the arena-level hallway in PNC 
Arena on Friday. 

Some of the Carolina Hurricanes skaters remained behind 
on the ice to work on individual drills, but the head coach’s 
work with the team — on the ice, at least — was done for the 
day. 

Brind’Amour sidled up to the podium. He appeared … taller. 

His demeanor and cadence were consistent with his many 
previous meetings with the media: stoic yet conversational, 
polite and soft spoken. 

The questions — and Brind’Amour’s answers — ran the 
gamut from mundane to insightful. If you didn’t know better, 
you might have thought Saturday’s Game 7 against the 
Boston Bruins was instead a random Thursday game in 
November. 

In some ways, Brind’Amour said, it really is. 

“At the end of the day, it’s a game, you have to play your 
best,” he said. 

But, he added, there’s a heightened finality. 

“There’s nothing different in the game, it’s just, obviously if 
you don’t win it, you’re done,” Brind’Amour said. “But nothing 
changes. Preparation is the same, just everything matters 
that much more.” 

Preceding Brind’Amour to the podium Friday was goaltender 
Antti Raanta. Following him was Andrei Svechnikov, who 
dubbed Saturday’s festivities “Saturday in Raleighwood” to a 
round of laughter. The whole parade took less than 20 
minutes. 

As Brind’Amour left his portion of the availability, an added 
sound, audible before but unplaced, joined the echoes. 

Clomp. Clomp. 

“Wait, was he still wearing skates?” 

Eagle-eyed reporters miss nothing. That’s why he seemed 
taller. 

Maybe he was in a hurry to finish his media responsibilities 
to go study film, or talk power-play strategy, or maybe have 
lunch. 

He was gone by that point though, so no more questions. 

But the answer was: None of the above. 

The room emptied, one by one, people filtering out of the 
arena and into the bright sunshine outdoors, a solid spring 
day by most measures. 

On the way out of the building, another familiar sound: Clack-
clack-ping 

Stick hitting ice, blade thwacking puck, puck striking iron. 
Someone was getting extra work in on PNC Arena ice, and 
with no one else in a building designed to hold 20,000 
people, even with rally towels already draped across every 
seat in the house, the echoes were spectacular. 

Clack-clack-silence — the puck hit the netting of the goal 
cage and fell with a dull thwack into the blue paint. 

The busy shooters? Skyler and Brooks Brind’Amour, the 
coach’s sons, drilling each other under the watchful eye of 
their father. 

Never mind the age gap — Skyler is 22, a 2017 NHL draft 
pick by the Edmonton Oilers who just finished playing at 
Quinnipiac University, and Brooks is 10, a 2011-born 
member of the Junior Canes program — the brothers, under 
the watchful eye of their father, ran the same drills. Quick 
passes to two points with quick lateral movements and 
crossovers in between, followed by a pass along the boards 
and a quick move toward the net with a finishing shot past an 
imaginary goaltender. 

That explains the skates during the news conference. 

It also explains a whole lot more. 

Here is the fourth-year head coach of the Carolina 
Hurricanes — a team on the eve of a Game 7 that, should 
they lose, would bring to an end a bitterly disappointing 
playoff run following the best regular season in franchise 
history — on the ice not with his power-play unit, but with his 
family unit. 

Priorities. 

And, perhaps, Brind’Amour’s method of keeping things in 
perspective. Remember, he did start to say Game 7, “At the 
end of the day, it’s a game,” before adding later, “everything 
matters that much more.” 

It’s that perspective everyone needs now and again, some 
more than others. 

As Brind’Amour rimmed pucks along the boards to his sons, 
he barked instructions, using his stick to point to locations on 
the ice where each skater should be. He was effusive in his 
praise of young Brooks, who on one pass toward the net 
finished with a stick-between-the-legs wrister to the top 
corner. He was equally supportive of Skyler, who missed a 
few in a row from point blank range and was getting audibly 
frustrated. (It appears the passion for perfection is an easily-
passed genetic trait.) 

Much like he’d been in practice earlier in the afternoon, 
Brind’Amour was firm in direction, and supportive in 
correction. 
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There are some who will look at what was happening on the 
day before one of the biggest games in the franchise’s recent 
rebirth and feel like Brind’Amour was being too callous, too 
nonchalant, perhaps too confident knowing Game 7 is at 
home, where the team had yet to lose this postseason. 

He should be reviewing video, right? Searching for a way to 
stop Boston’s suddenly potent power play? Figuring out his 
matchups? 

Some coaches would. Some wouldn’t sleep. Others would 
gnaw their way through four packs of gum while sullying 
white board after white board. 

Some might even work on a pregame speech. But, as 
Brind’Amour wryly said during his availability, “I don’t have to 
say too much. You don’t have to say much this time of year.” 

It’s a balance that creates a levelheadedness that permeates 
the locker room. It’s part of what makes Brind’Amour so 
different from his predecessors, and what helps him relate so 
well to his players. Yes, his job is important, and it requires 
commitment well beyond normal working hours. But that’s 
not all there is to life. 

Skyler and Brooks? That pair is a far greater raison d’être 
than coaching in the NHL, so much so that there’s a sense 
that, if he ever left his job with the Hurricanes (or was asked 
to leave), he’d probably be done coaching at the top level 
altogether. After his trade to Raleigh from Philadelphia during 
the 1999-2000 season, Brind’Amour put down roots here. He 
played out his career here. He won a Stanley Cup here. And 
he’s raising a family here. 

Saturday afternoon, the sounds in the rink would be far 
different: Click-clack-ping or click-clack-silence replaced by 
bodies smacking, skates crunching, horns and sirens 
sounding, fans roaring. 

But on Friday, while Hurricanes players cooled down after an 
off-day practice, foraged for lunch, broke down video 
assignments or received treatments from team therapists, 
Brind’Amour fulfilled his media obligations and casually 
returned to the ice for some family R&R, a moment of 
balance amid a cacophony of hockey-related distractions. 

As the doors clicked closed behind the final members of the 
media to leave on this day, the clack-clack-thuds faded into 
the background. 
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Hurricanes Game 6 loss to Bruins sets stage for ‘Saturday night in Raleighwood’ 

By Chip Alexander 

Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina Hurricanes has a 
promotional side to him, it seems. 

Looking ahead to Game 7 of the Canes’ playoff series with 
the Boston Bruins, Svechnkov referred to it Friday as 
“Saturday Night in Raleighwood.” 

Granted, the game has a 4:30 p.m. start Saturday at PNC 
Arena. But it will end some time early Saturday night and 
Svechnikov is hoping to have a lot to celebrate at game’s 
end. 

“I’m very excited, and we’re not going to look back on what 
happened but focus on the game tomorrow,” Svechnikov 
said Friday after the Canes practiced. “It’s very exciting and 
it’s going to be Saturday Night in Raleighwood and we’re 
going to be buzzing, for sure.” 

Thursday night in Beantown did not go well for the 
Hurricanes. The Bruins punched out a 5-2 win at TD Garden 
in Boston to square the best-of-seven series and force a 
Game 7. 

“Everyone is bitter, mad and frustrated,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Friday. “That was not the game we 
expected to play. But come tomorrow that’s old news and it’s 
what’s in front of you that matters. You have to play your 
best. You don’t win Game 7 unless you play your best.” 

Svechnikov scored both Canes goals Thursday, beating 
goalie Jeremy Swayman with a short-side laser after a Seth 
Jarvis setup pass, and later adding a power-play goal after 
the Bruins had taken a 5-1 lead. The Russian forward will go 
into his first Game 7 on an uptick. 

“Obviously, for anybody, when you score you feel more 
confident, same as me right now,” Svechnikov said. “I’m 
going to try and keep that confidence tomorrow in the game.” 

Tougher to play or coach in Game 7s? 

Brind’Amour was asked Saturday which was a bigger 
challenge, playing or coaching in a Game 7. The Canes won 
the 2006 Stanley Cup in a Game 7 showdown with the 
Edmonton Oilers — Brind’Amour the team captain — and 
won a Game 7 double-overtime thriller against the 

Washington Capitals in 2018-19, Brind’Amour’s first as head 
coach. 

“Oh man, good question,” he said. “I think coaching because 
you’re not in it, as much as you want to be. You put the plan 
together, but the guys out there have to execute it and 
obviously that’s a lot more fun.” 

Sleepless in Raleigh 

Antti Raanta didn’t sleep well Thursday night after the team 
flight back from Boston. 

It’s that way for a lot of players, and especially goalies. They 
keep replaying the game in their minds, for a goalie a blur of 
shots and constant movement. 

“And especially yesterday,” Raanta said. “You had the 
chance to take the (series) win there and we couldn’t bring 
our best game. I think that was why everybody was feeling 
bad after the game.” 

Raanta was cleanly beaten by the Bruins’ Brad Marchand on 
the game’s first goal early in the second period. Marchand 
loaded up a shot to Raanta’s left and went high to the glove 
side, and the Bruins never trailed. 

“If you think about yesterday’s game, the first goal was a big 
one,” said Raanta, who had 29 saves. “You really don’t want 
to give up a short-side goal in a game like that.” 

Raanta, who will be starting his first career Game 7, said he 
would spend the rest of Friday relaxing, watching movies or 
TV shows, saying, “Just get your head out of hockey for a 
little bit.” 

Of note 

▪ Defenseman Brady Skjei was not at practice Saturday but 
should play Sunday. … One line change in the practice had 
Max Domi returning to Vincent Trocheck’s line with winger 
Teuvo Teravainen, and Martin Necas moving back to the 
fourth line centered by Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

▪ Raanta has the start of a nice playoff beard. Among the 
Finns, he’s the clear clubhouse leader, although joking that 
Teravainen is “getting a little mustache going.” 
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Hurricanes got away from what made them successful. They have one shot to get it back 

By Luke DeCock 

Since the moment Rod Brind’Amour was handed the keys 
and told to do his thing, this entire Carolina Hurricanes 
operation — and all of its ensuing success — has been built 
on foundations anchored in solid bedrock. 

From God, to Brind’Amour, to Justin Williams (initially), to 
Jordan Staal and now Sebastian Aho, the tenets of this team 
have been passed down like gospel. They do what they do, 
they do it consistently, and they do it well. They play 
vertically, relentlessly, moving with speed, forechecking with 
intent, putting opposing defensemen in difficult positions. 

This is what we talk about when we throw that word “identity” 
around, concepts rooted in the shared belief, unchanging. 

So when Staal looked around in the third period Thursday, 
as the game crumbled around him and his teammates, his 
appraisal of the situation was as damning as it ever could be. 

“It wasn’t us,” Staal said afterward. 

And if the Hurricanes don’t have that, they have nothing. 

Which is how they find themselves playing for their season 
Saturday, hosting Game 7 against the Boston Bruins, trying 
to get back to the identity that earned them that home ice in 
the first place. 

In a sense, that’s easier after a loss like the one they 
suffered in Game 6, 5-2 after a second-period special teams 
breakdown and third-period even-strength collapse, than it 
would have been after a hard-fought last-second or overtime 
loss. 

There’s nowhere to hide from this one. 

“It’s not how we normally do things,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s what you get. We got down and 
instead of just sticking with it we tried to do too much. 
Playing a team like that, they’re going to make you pay if you 
make those kinds of mistakes.” 

Even in their worst moments in Boston, right through the first 
period Thursday, the Hurricanes could still recognize 
themselves in the mirror. Until Game 6, they had thoroughly 
dominated at five-on-five, upended on the road instead by a 

lack of discipline and a propensity for patronizing the Bruins’ 
potent power play. 

They opened the door for the Bruins’ savvy veterans to 
impact the game, and Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand 
left a mark. The Hurricanes failed to capitalize on the Bruins 
playing without their top two defensemen in Game 4, and 
that left a mark as well. 

But the concepts on which they have relied for four seasons 
now remained as reliable as ever, intact. It wasn’t like they 
flipped a switch at home; their game remained relatively 
consistent, without the same results. 

That changed Thursday, and now, to keep playing, the 
Hurricanes have to get back to playing the game that got 
them here. 

“We’ve identified the way that we play,” Hurricanes 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. “We’ve had a full season of 
doing it the right way. There are lapses throughout the year 
so we can’t have lapses like that, especially during the 
playoffs. We know our identity as a group and our structure 
and we got away from it.” 

The failure to convert on four second-period power plays, 
including almost a full minute of five-on-three, was 
catastrophic. But it was less worrisome than the way things 
fell apart in the third period. 

“That’s just not trusting our game, that it works,” Staal said. 
“Really trying to do too much at times. Trying to push for a 
goal, trying to make that extra little play you think might be 
the difference. That changes quickly against a team that kind 
of thrives off of that going the other way. It’s a little bit of that. 
Obviously, we trust our game and we’re all about and how 
we play, and that wasn’t it.” 

And now the most critical moment of their season has 
arrived, at a time when they need to recapture everything 
that got them here. This series has been a home-ice 
whiplash, veering from one blowout to another, but that all 
goes out the window now. 

The Hurricanes spent an entire season — four seasons, in 
essence — building the foundation they hope to rely upon 
now. Anything can happen in a Game 7. No matter what 
happens, the Hurricanes just have to be themselves. 
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Hurricanes bring perfect Game 7 record into matchup with Bruins Saturday at PNC Arena 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes haven’t lost a Game 7 in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs since the franchise moved to North 
Carolina. 

The Canes won the Cup in a Game 7 no one will ever forget. 
They earned the chance to play for the Cup in 2006 by 
winning a Game 7. 

When the Hurricanes host the Boston Bruins on Saturday in 
Game 7 of their first-round playoff series on Saturday at PNC 
Arena, the statistic will repeated time and again: The Canes 
are 5-0 in Game 7s. 

And, one of those Game 7 wins was over the Boston Bruins. 

Here’s a look: 

Hurricanes Game 7s  

June 19, 2006  

Stanley Cup finals  

Canes 3, Edmonton Oilers 1  

PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Canes fans were standing and cheering before the game 
and never sat down. Aaron Ward had the game’s first goal 
and Frantisek Kaberle a power-play score as defensemen 
gave the Canes a 2-0 lead before Fernando Pisani scored 
early in the third period for the Oilers. Rookie goalie Cam 
Ward stopped Pisani’s rebound attempt late in regulation and 
Justin Williams’ empty-netter sealed a 3-1 victory. Canes 
captain Rod Brind’Amour, then 35, was soon lifting the 
Stanley Cup over his head. 

June 1, 2006 

Eastern Conference finals 

Hurricanes 4, Buffalo Sabres 2 

PNC Arena, Raleigh 

The Hurricanes trailed entering the final period after Jochen 
Hecht’s goal for Buffalo with five seconds left in the second. 

But Doug Weight’s goal early in the third tied the score. The 
Canes would get the winning goal from their captain, Rod 
Brind’Amour, on a power play. 

May 14, 2009 

Eastern Conference semifinals 

Hurricanes 3, Boston Bruins 2 (OT) 

TD Garden, Boston 

Scott Walker had never scored a playoff goal until the one 
that sent the forward wildly skating around the ice, being 
pursued by jubilant teammates. His goal at 18:46 of 
overtime, Walker batting the puck past goalie Tim Thomas, 
gave the Canes a 3-2 victory over the top seeds in the East. 

April 28, 2009 

Eastern Conference first round 

Hurricanes 4, New Jersey Devils 3 

Prudential Center, Newark, NJ 

Forever the “Shock at the Rock.” The Devils, behind goalie 
Martin Brodeur, led 3-2 in the final two minutes of regulation, 
but Jussi Jokinen’s goal with 1:20 left tied the score and Eric 
Staal then ripped a shot from the right circle between 
Brodeur’s blocker and pads with 31.7 seconds left for the 
stunning 4-3 victory. 

April 24, 2019 

Eastern Conference first round 

Hurricanes 4, Washington Capitals 3 (2 OT) 

Capital One Arena, Washington 

Brock McGinn stamped his name into Hurricanes history with 
his goal in the second overtime as the Caps, the 2018 
Stanley Cup champions, were eliminated. McGinn deflected 
in a centering pass from Canes captain Justin Williams, 
known as “Mr. Game 7,” at 11:05 of the second OT for the 4-
3 victory in Rod Brind’Amour’s first playoff series as the 
Canes’ head coach. 
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Hurricanes hyped for Game 7: ‘Saturday night in Raleighwood … we’re going to be buzzing’ 

By Sara Civian 

Andrei Svechnikov greeted the media at PNC Arena on 
Friday with his ever-genuine smile. 

Maybe you were expecting a scowl after Thursday’s 5-2 loss 
in Game 6 in Boston. Coach Rod Brind’Amour wasn’t. 

“Everyone’s bitter, mad and frustrated,” he said. “That was 
not the kind of game we expected to play. But come 
tomorrow, that’s all old news.” 

Old news, and the coach wants the Hurricanes focused 
instead on what comes next: Game 7 at home on Saturday. 
So despite the missed opportunities on the road throughout 
this series, Svechnikov chose to smile. 

Don’t get it twisted. He and the rest of the Hurricanes are not 
taking what happened in their lackluster Game 6 loss lightly. 
They’re just moving on. 

“It’s going to be very exciting,” Svechnikov said of his first 
career Game 7. “It’s going to be Saturday night in 
Raleighwood, so we’re going to be buzzing, for sure.” 

Svechnikov has imposed his size and strength on the Bruins 
throughout the series, but the Canes needed a bit more from 
him on the scoring front prior to Game 6. He delivered with 
two goals at TD Garden, but that was one of only two bright 
spots in the 5-2 loss. 

The other was Antti Raanta, who has been generally solid 
throughout this series in relief of Freddie Andersen, who is 
still nowhere to be found. Raanta made 29 saves on 34 
shots, but as always in this series, the goals allowed were 
not reflective of the goaltending performance. Other than the 
first Bruins goal, which he admitted he would like back, 
Raanta was solid. He kept the game close through the 
second period, when they still had an opportunity to win, and 
he slowed the bleeding in the third. 

Raanta is set to make his Game 7 debut along with 
Svechnikov on Saturday. Any changes to the pregame 
routine? 

“It’s a 4:30 game. I’m going to try to get a good night’s sleep, 
wake up and start preparing,” Raanta said. “Mostly, for me, 
nap time is tough when the game has more meaning. I think 
(the early start) is good. I won’t have time to try to take a 
nap. When you go to the game, it’s all about (knowing) it’s 
just a game. Right now, you try to relax a bit. When you 
wake up tomorrow, it’s a new day.” 

“Just going to grab lunch, take a nap and drive to the game,” 
Svechnikov added. 

Come on, there’s gotta be more to it. Any superstitions? 

“I would say yes,” he said. “But it’s a secret. Big secret.” 

At this point, there’s likely nothing the players can change 
that will impact the team in a positive way. 

We’ve seen the potential this team has in regular-season 
games against top opponents such as Colorado, Tampa Bay 
and Boston. We’ve also seen it play down to Detroit, 
Columbus and New Jersey. On an individual basis, the 
Canes have had plenty of opportunities to make minor 
tweaks after those gut-check losses. 

Saturday will likely look more like a showcase of the small 
changes made over the course of a season than one magical 
line change that shocks the world. Deep down, we all know 
that one change won’t answer the existential question: Is this 
team really what we think it is? 

Svechnikov can’t remember if he’d ever played in a Game 7 
before his professional career, and maybe that’s for the best. 
The young star will need to step up, as he did in Game 6, so 
he doesn’t need ghosts of Game 7s past haunting him. 

A few other notes as we close in on the do-or-die game: 

• Brind’Amour said Friday that Sebastian Aho is fine and 
hasn’t needed any checkups after the hit from Charlie 
McAvoy. If he really isn’t banged up, the Hurricanes are 
going to need much more out of him. No pressure, but this 
Game 7 could become a defining moment in his career. He 
usually seems to thrive in pressure, though, which is why a 
Game 6 featuring zero goals, zero assists, zero shots on 
goal, a minus-2 rating, a penalty and a few notable 
giveaways was so confusing. In terms of his Game 7 history, 
Aho had a huge goal, a team-leading five shots and led all 
Hurricanes forwards with 32:40 of ice time against the 
Capitals in 2019 in two overtimes. 

• Brind’Amour also said he doesn’t see “any changes” with 
the lineup. As much as we hand-wring about this, I think the 
current combinations are the best iteration of the team. I say 
go for it, and if you need to make in-game changes, act 
accordingly. The ball is in the Hurricanes’ court again with 
last change when it matters most. At the same time, the 
Bruins have had success with their lineup changes. The line 
of Taylor Hall, Erik Haula and David Pastrnak was the 
difference-maker in Game 6, and now the Canes have two 
lines they need to monitor extra hard. 

• We haven’t thought much about Andersen throughout the 
series because goaltending somehow hasn’t been a huge 
deal and Raanta has done well. But ahead of Game 7, you 
have to wonder where his head’s at. And could goaltending 
have been a big deal in a positive way had he been healthy? 
Would this have been the year he shook the Round 1 and/or 
Game 7 reputation? I guess it’s pointless to wonder. 

• Patrice Bergeron will play his 13th Game 7, the most of any 
forward in NHL history. Brind’Amour has been saying the 
entire series that while veteran presence obviously matters, 
sometimes bright eyes and bushy tails such as Seth Jarvis, 
Raanta and Svechnikov have an advantage because they 
can’t conceptualize how big the moment truly is. On 
Saturday, we’ll see which mentality prevails. 
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NHL power rankings: Prepare for Game 7s, our first real ties — plus birds 

By Sean Gentille and Dom Luszczyszyn 

In the opening round of the playoffs, a lot can change in a 
week. The balance of power stays pretty consistent over the 
course of a full season — we know who the good and bad 
teams are — but that shifts quickly in a single series, 
especially as some teams get eliminated or are put on the 
brink of elimination. 

Here at Power Rankings HQ, it’s our job to sort all that out — 
and we of course do it perfectly every week. No notes. That’s 
what all 200 comments say every week: “This is exactly right, 
I have no complaints at all.” As always, we thank you for your 
unwavering support of our ranking ability. 

This week, we’ve got 14 teams still in it, two that are freshly 
banished and new, feathered friends for the rest of the field. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Series: Won 4-0 against Nashville 
Last week: 1 
Dom rank: 1 
Sean rank: 1 

Dom: Dominate Round 1 against an inferior opponent? 
Check. One of their superstars is being thrown into the “best 
player in the world” conversation? Check. Sudden question 
marks in net? Check. Avalanche Playoff Bingo is off to a 
strong start. 

Personally, I’m hoping “lose in Round 2 once again” does not 
get checked off this year. This team is far too much fun to 
watch and a lengthy run would be what’s best for the game. 

Sean: The Avs have a question mark in net, in the sense that 
eye injuries are scary and weird — but Darcy Kuemper really 
does seem to have gotten lucky here. He’ll be ready for 
Game 1 of Colorado’s second-round series after narrowly 
avoiding having his eyeball scooped out by Ryan Johansen. 

That’s great for a bunch of reasons. It’s also, obviously, huge 
for the Avs. That’s not breaking any ground — they’re good, 
and Kuemper is their goalie. He’s not some hidden gem. At 
the same time, I’m not sure that folks realize just how solid 
he was this past season, especially after the first couple 
months. In 41 appearances after Dec. 8, Kuemper’s goals 
saved above expected was 18.33, third in the NHL, and his 
.927 save percentage was second among starters. The Cale 
Makar Show has been special. All those goals are a blast. 
Kuemper is what makes it matter. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Series: Up 3-2 on Washington 
Last week: 3 
Dom rank: 2 
Sean rank: 2 

Dom: There have been several worrisome stretches for the 
Panthers in this series where they just didn’t look like 
themselves. Slow, tentative and not very engaged. It was 
weird to watch from the league’s most dynamic and 
explosive team, but that’s playoff hockey for you. It can stifle 
even the most creative offensive teams and it took a bit for 
the Panthers to find an answer for Washington. 

Games 4 and 5 were a lot closer to that, a callback to a 
regular season full of comebacks. Is it a bad sign that the 
Panthers are down and need to come back as often as they 
do? Probably. But damn if they aren’t really, really good at it. 
Two minutes left in the game on Monday? No problem. 
Down three goals on Wednesday? No worries. That’s the 
beauty of being a deep, star-studded, offensive juggernaut 
— they can pull it off. 

That depth is key because if the stars are a bit quiet, there 
are other options who can step up. Like, say, Carter 
Verhaeghe dropping five points in Game 5. 

Sean: So you’re saying Carter Verhaeghe isn’t a star? The 
disrespect. Yeah, I was ready to sound the alarm midway 
through Game 5 against the Caps. If you listened, you could 
almost hear the calls for Barry Trotz to replace Andrew 
Brunette. Faint whispers of “defensive structure,” floating 
north from the Ft. Lauderdale area. 

Instead, they’re back in control. I’m not quite ready to put 
them through, but it does feel like we’ve seen some sort of 
course correction over the last two games. And really, isn’t 
this the sort of series that inexperienced teams typically 
lose? Battle-tested opponents. Lots of deficits. And yet, here 
they are. That says something. 

3 (tied). Toronto Maple Leafs 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Tampa Bay 
Last week: 5 
Dom rank: 3 
Sean rank: 4 

Dom: This Leafs team is different. That’s been obvious from 
Game 1 of this series and has shown itself multiple times 
throughout the series. Coming back from 2-0 deficits in both 
Games 5 and 6 shows their resiliency, their ability to rise to 
the occasion with their backs against the wall. Game 6 
ended in a loss, sure, but it was a well-played one that can 
be built on for the deciding game. In the most important 
games of their season they haven’t wilted as usual, and 
that’s a good sign. 

But there’s a difference between “different” and “different 
enough to beat the defending champions” — that’s where 
Game 7 comes into play. 

It was always going to take seven games to sort out this 
series, because that’s the case for every Leafs series 
always. It’s admirable that the Leafs have proven to be 
Tampa Bay’s equal so far, but there’s one final game left to 
show they really are different this time. Different enough to 
finally win a round. 

Sean: Perfect. No notes, indeed. 

Actually, one note: “Game 6 ended in a loss, sure, but …” 
puts you in the third stage of grief. For Friday morning, that 
isn’t bad. 

In any case, this series has been a treat to watch. My only 
thought is that the Lightning should have to wear silver 
helmets or something in Game 7, because I’m too dumb to 
differentiate between the jersey templates. 
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3 (tied). Tampa Bay Lightning 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Toronto 
Last week: 6 
Dom rank: 4 
Sean rank: 3 

Dom: The Tampa Bay Lightning have the heart of a 
champion — a double champion at that — and they will not 
go quietly in this one. Every punch thrown by the Leafs was 
met by an equal counterpunch by the Lightning. It’s been a 
fascinating and evenly-matched back-and-forth affair — one 
that shows the Lightning aren’t quite ready to concede their 
role as champions. Even against a very hungry team trying 
to prove it belongs in the same echelon. 

Perhaps the scariest part is that it feels like Tampa Bay still 
has another level it can reach. Nikita Kucherov and Brayden 
Point have been two of the most dominant playoff performers 
over the last two runs, and while they’ve shown flashes in 
this series, it feels like there’s another gear they can get to. A 
Game 7 environment feels like the exact time for them to 
show that off. 

The same is true for Andrei Vasilevskiy who has kept up his 
impressive streak after a loss, but also has an .886 save 
percentage for the series, the lowest of any full-time goalie. It 
helps that Jack Campbell has the second lowest in what’s 
been a high-octane matchup — but we both know who we 
trust more with one game on the line. 

Sean: Yeah, you stole my line a little with that one. Tampa 
coming back to win Game 6 might have stopped the “uhh, 
did they just lose a series because of Andrei Vasilevskiy” 
narrative from taking hold. But it’s true. He has not been 
good. 

Another thing that came up during Game 6: When, down the 
line, will we be ready to say that the Lightning’s run as 
constituted is over? It’s a moving target, but I can’t see the 
page truly flipping until Victor Hedman is over the hill. And 
brother, at the moment he certainly is not. He’s having the 
sort of series that still makes it OK to pencil him in as a 
Norris finalist. 

Other than that, I appreciate you breaking on the reverse jinx 
on this one. Kucherov, Point and Vasilevskiy, all potentially 
cursed in one fell swoop. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Series: Up 3-2 on Dallas 
Last week: 4 
Dom rank: 5 
Sean rank: 5 

Dom: The good news: no team has allowed fewer goals at 
five-on-five than the Flames at 0.85 per 60. The bad news: 
they also rank 15th in goals-per-60 at 1.42. This series has 
been an offensive black hole so far and that’s a bit worrying 
for a team that was seventh in goals-per-60 at five-on-five 
this season at 2.96. That’s a big drop. The worrying part for 
me is that Dallas has been able to impose its preferred style 
of play, turning each game into a slog. The Flames are 
winning anyways and there have been parts of the series 
where they’ve looked closer to themselves, but I’d be a little 

concerned about an elite team not being able to dictate the 
pace of play. 

The other issue for me is who isn’t scoring. Tyler Toffoli, 
brought in to bring scoring in the middle six, has no goals yet 
and just a lone secondary assist. Matthew Tkachuk hasn’t 
found twine yet and Johnny Gaudreau only has the penalty 
shot goal. Even Andrew Mangiapane had a goose egg 
through the first four games. 

It might be enough to get past the Stars, but this team needs 
more if it wants to go farther. 

Sean: The Flames basically did what they wanted in Game 
4. In all situations, they out-attempted Dallas 101-62, outshot 
them 54-35 and controlled 65 percent of expected goals. 
They couldn’t crack Jake Oettinger, but it at least resembled 
a normal game. 

Game 5? Back to the slog, for at least the first two periods. 
The difference-maker down the stretch was the Mangiapane-
Mikael Backlund-Blake Coleman line. On one hand, that’s a 
good sign for the Flames; at least a couple guys on the 
middle six are going to have to produce if they want to get 
anywhere. 

On the other, it was another low-impact game for Tkachuk 
and another white-knuckle win. They’re still my pick for the 
series — and they’re not going to run into another team like 
the Stars, unless someone changes horses midstream — but 
this has been closer than anyone thought. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Boston 
Last week: 2 
Dom rank: 6 
Sean rank: 6 

Dom: The bad news for Carolina is that the Hurricanes have 
squandered some pretty good opportunities in this series to 
put the Bruins away. Up 2-0 and up 3-2 should’ve been 
enough. The good news? The home team has won every 
game in this series so far and Carolina is at home for Game 
7. Sometimes, it’s that simple. 

Against the Bruins it really can be just that, as avoiding the 
dreaded Patrice Bergeron matchup for their top guys can be 
a crucial cog towards victory. In three home games 
Sebastian Aho has played under two combined minutes 
against Bergeron. In three road games he’s played just over 
19. Pretty big difference and given the numbers you can see 
why it’s something Carolina would avoid. Aho has a 60.5 
percent expected goals rate away from Bergeron in this 
series, but that drops to 35.4 percent in the head-to-head 
matchup. 

Sean: Plus, in Game 6, the rest of the forward group failed to 
capitalize on the Aho line getting thrown to the wolves. 
Carolina managed a grand total of two other high-danger 
five-on-five chances while the first line was off the ice. 

This series has been weird. It’s competitive on balance — 
Boston has the edge at five-on-five, but it tightens when you 
include special teams. No surprise there. But none of the 
games have been particularly good. The winners have 
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outscored the losers 29-10. I’m hoping for a killer Game 7 
that completely overshadows whatever happens in Toronto. 

7 (tied). St. Louis Blues 

Record: Won 4-2 against Minnesota 
Last week: 9 
Dom rank: 8 
Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Why did I rank the Blues, a team that is in the second 
round, lower than six teams who are not yet in the second 
round? Easy. Because they’re playing the Avalanche. 

Admittedly, I’ve been very wrong about the Blues all season, 
so I’m sure they’ll find a way to sweep Colorado on the back 
of four straight shutouts by Jordan Binnington. But the talent 
discrepancy is a bit too much to ignore. It’s not as big as last 
year, but it’s still pretty wide. St. Louis had Minnesota’s 
number during the regular season and that manifested in an 
impressive series win, but the Avalanche are going to be an 
entirely different beast. 

Sean: Unless they’re not! Short series are weird! On one 
hand, I want to say that the plan St. Louis used against 
Minnesota — rely on shooting talent to break even at five-on-
five despite having the puck a whole lot less than your 
opponents, and hope to draw more penalties — is basically 
what’s worked for them all season long. 

On the other, the Blues’ third and fourth defensemen against 
the Wild were Niko Mikkola and Calle Rosen. Much as I’d 
enjoy doing so, I can’t sign off on that against Colorado. 
Maybe Binnington keeps this up, and I’m certainly done 
discounting this particular forward group, but there are too 
many red flags, against too good of an opponent, for me to 
talk myself all the way in the other direction. 

And hey, at least you didn’t rank them behind a team that’s 
already eliminated. Baby steps. 

7 (tied). Pittsburgh Penguins 

Series: Up 3-2 on New York 
Last week: 11 
Dom rank: 7 
Sean rank: 8 

Dom: There have been far too many “what ifs” in Sidney 
Crosby’s illustrious career when it comes to injuries. His 
entire peak was nearly wiped out by them and we missed out 
on a lot of greatness as a result. 

That’s why it was difficult to see Crosby leave Game 5, 
especially considering what he had shown so far in the 
playoffs. Until that point he was the MVP of the opening 
round with nine points in four games and a stupid good 
expected goals rate north of 70 percent. He was outright 
dominant, an unanswerable force that was taking games 
over and making it difficult to see a path forward for the 
Rangers. He and his line were the reason Pittsburgh was up 
3-1 and this series had arguably been his best playoff 
showing in a long time. At age 34 no less. 

I really hope it’s not as bad as it looks and he can make a 
speedy recovery. The playoffs are better with Crosby in it, 
especially this version of Crosby that looks exactly as good 
as he did at his peak. 

Sean: I’ve watched more of Crosby’s games over the years 
than the average bear, and I can tell you that, if I ever got out 
of the habit of wincing when he took a big hit, it happened 
recently. This is not a topic I was eager to revisit, but here we 
are. Feels bad. 

From a hockey standpoint, it’s no exaggeration to say that 
the Penguins would be on to the second round already had 
Jacob Trouba opted not to elbow Crosby in the face. Instead, 
they were scrambling from the moment he left; Jeff Carter 
took Crosby’s spot on the top line, the Rangers scored 
immediately and the series turned back into a coin flip. 

Yes, the Penguins had dominated five-on-five play — but the 
Crosby line was behind a disproportionate amount of that 
dominance. Now, they’re a Crosby-less team possibly rolling 
out Louis Domingue and asking him to win at least one more 
game. That’s not ideal. 

9. Boston Bruins 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Carolina 
Last week: 14 
Dom rank: 9 
Sean rank: 9 

Dom: The resolve of the Bruins has been admirable in this 
series. They fought back from down 2-0, including one win 
without star defender Charlie McAvoy. And with their backs 
against the wall facing elimination they tied the series at 
three with a decisive win. Now their biggest challenge awaits: 
just win a game on the road. 

That’s been the issue for both teams in this series, but it’s 
only a problem for the Bruins now in the deciding game. One 
thing that would certainly help is more goals at five-on-five. 
Boston has generated 2.4 expected goals per 60 in this 
series, but only 2.1 actual goals per 60. Everyone below the 
Bruins is either eliminated, facing elimination or playing 
Dallas. It’s not good company. What they really need is 
literally anything from the bottom six as they don’t have a 
single five-on-five goal from anyone on the third or fourth 
line. Hard to win a round under those circumstances. 

Sean: They just got goals from Charlie Coyle, Erik Haula and 
Derek Forbort in the same game. That’s probably as close as 
the Bruins can get to depth scoring — and honestly? Not 
bad. We’d all gotten accustomed over the last couple years, I 
think, to throwing up our hands and saying “If the Bergeron 
line doesn’t carry them, they’re screwed.” 

That’s not false, either. It’s not like the big guys were bad in 
Game 6. Brad Marchand opened the scoring, and they spent 
the rest of the game caving in the Hurricanes’ top line. But 
they got enough. If we get two more goals from the 
Coyle/Haula tier in Game 7, I like Boston’s chances. 

10 (tied). Edmonton Oilers 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Los Angeles 
Last week: 10 
Dom rank: 10 
Sean rank: 11 

Dom: Connor McDavid does not want to lose this series. He 
wants the sweet taste of playoff success and he wants it 
badly. He leads the playoffs with 12 points in six games and 
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is absolutely torching the Kings at five-on-five, justly 
outscoring them 9-4 (the expected goals is at 9-3.6). Without 
Drew Doughty, the Kings do not have an answer for the 
Oilers phenom. 

Edmonton made a lot of hay this year splitting him and Leon 
Draisaitl up. But the switch to overload the top line looks like 
a stroke of genius so far with McDavid having his best game 
of the playoffs in Game 6. He had a Game Score of 5.32 off 
the strength of three points and a 78 percent expected goals 
rate. If he can bring that same ferocity at home for the final 
game of the series, the Oilers have a really strong shot at 
winning their second playoff series in the McDavid era. It 
should be more by now, but one man can only do so much. 

One other thing: we need to collectively put some more 
respect on Mike Smith’s name for his performance in this 
series. He bounced back well from a Game 1 dud to post a 
.931 save percentage and 6.2 goals saved above expected. 
The latter mark is second to only Jake Oettinger in this 
postseason. 

Sean: Therein lies the beauty of Mike Smith, though. He for 
sure has been solid since whatever we all watched in that 
first game — and he for sure is capable of doing the exact 
same thing in Game 7. I’m psyched to see which guy we get. 

And yeah, at some point in the third period of Game 5, it 
seemed clear that a McDavid-Draisaitl line was in the cards, 
unless Jay Woodcroft was going to start double-shifting both 
of them. That’s not an option against every opponent, but the 
Kings fit the bill. Woodcroft can go to it again in Game 7. He 
can keep McDavid-Draisaitl-Kailer Yamamoto away from the 
Philip Danault line too, if he wants. That’s a potentially scary 
thought, given what we saw in Game 6. 

Also, McDavid isn’t a phenom anymore. Seven years in the 
NHL. Grizzled vet status. 

10 (tied). New York Rangers 

Series: Down 3-2 to Pittsburgh  
Last week: 8 
Dom rank: 11 
Sean rank: 10 

Dom: No team looked more down and out than the Rangers 
after Game 4. Well, other than Nashville. Thoroughly 
dominated, an MVP goalie that suddenly looked beatable 
and a 3-1 series deficit. Every red flag from the regular 
season was looking bigger and brighter with each passing 
game — it was hard to see a path forward. 

But a Game 5 win and more key injuries on the other side 
present a window. It sucks for the sport and isn’t something 
anyone will cheer for, but for the Rangers it is an opportunity. 
They had no answer for Sidney Crosby through five games, 
but now the answer to the Penguins gets a bit easier without 
him … if he doesn’t play the rest of the series. 

But it should never be about what’s happening on the other 
side. It should be about what you can control on your own 
side. The Rangers don’t have a single player out-chancing 
the opposition in this series and that’s thanks to a woeful 
defence. Adam Fox has three goals and five points, but he’s 
also allowing a staggering 4.9 expected goals against per 60 
in this series. Mika Zibanejad doesn’t have a goal yet and 

has been caved in at five-on-five. The team as a whole 
needs to start controlling play more, but that starts at the top. 

Sean: The craziest part of Games 3-5 was just how little the 
Rangers made Louis Domingue work. In Game 4, they had 
one high-danger chance on a glorified AHL goalie. One! If 
they can consistently tilt possession in Game 6, they have a 
real chance of pulling off the comeback. 

The funny thing about all this — and this is a shot across the 
bow against the Penguins — is that Igor Shesterkin, despite 
getting yanked in consecutive games, took a step back in the 
right direction in Game 5, posting a goals saved above 
expectations of 1.22. Was he putrid in the two games before 
that? Sure. But that sort of meltdown, given how good he 
was in the regular season, wasn’t likely to extend forever. 
More of that from him, plus an uptick in five-on-five play 
stemming from Crosby’s presumed absence, would make 
this series even more interesting. 

Also, shoutout to Andrew Copp and Frank Vatrano. Two of 
the Rangers’ three forward acquisitions at the deadline have 
five goals between them. The other guy, Tyler Motte, is 
about to make his return. 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Edmonton 
Last week: 15 
Dom rank: 12 
Sean rank: 12 

Dom: The good news for the Kings’ very real shot of 
advancing to the second round is that the whistles will no 
doubt be swallowed for the deciding game. Los Angeles has 
been the lesser team at five-on-five for the series, but the 
Kings have at least kept it tight. A special teams battle of any 
kind and the Kings’ chances would drop dramatically, as 
they’ve been outscored 9-3 there. 

Sean: Regardless of what happens in Game 7, I love this 
series for Los Angeles. There was no reason for Rob Blake 
to mortgage any part of the future at the trade deadline for a 
roster that still felt like it was a year away — but next season, 
with Doughty back, it’ll be time to adjust the approach and 
expectations a bit. There are a lot of nice pieces there, 
spanning a couple different age clusters, and they’ve shown 
a lot down the stretch. 

On Saturday night, maybe we get another vintage Playoff 
Jonathan Quick performance. I’m as close to openly rooting 
for this as I can get; Quick’s birthday is three days ahead of 
mine. Neither of us is old, obviously. Obviously. 

Dom: Well … 

13. Washington Capitals 

Series: Down 3-2 to Florida 
Last week: 12 
Dom rank: 13 
Sean rank: 13 

Dom: The Capitals had the Panthers on the ropes with a big 
3-0 lead in Game 5, but threw it all away quickly and are now 
in a deep hole to the Presidents’ Trophy winners. Momentum 
may not carry over from game-to-game in a playoff series, 
but that’s going to be a really tough one to bounce back 
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from. The last two games really, as Washington was just two 
minutes away from a 3-1 series lead in Game 4 only to 
squander that, too. 

That comes with the territory of playing the Cardiac Cats, but 
the inability to close out a game is going to be Washington’s 
demise here. It’s not just the results, but how they came 
about. The Capitals were able to keep the games close early 
on in the series in terms of expected goals share, but the last 
two games have started to skew much more in Florida’s 
direction. 

To Washington’s credit, the stars have shown up in spades 
— shoutout to T.J. Oshie with five goals so far — it just may 
not be enough against a much stronger team. 

Sean: I’m not ruling them out just yet; Game 6 is on Friday 
night, though, so if you’re reading this after a 5-1 Panthers 
win or whatever, just forget I said anything. In any case, I 
was primarily watching the other early game on Wednesday 
night, so I caught up and did a temperature check at Japers’ 
Rink — a standard move for the last … 15 years, maybe — 
and the way the Caps coughed up that 3-0 lead was, indeed, 
as ugly as you’d imagine. 

If Florida closes it out, that’s going to be a source of regret — 
but the Caps did a lot of good stuff before the meltdown, too. 
They’ve played the Panthers even in all-situations goals (16-
16) and expected goals (50.4-49-6, via Natural Stat Trick), 
but thing are certainly trending down. A fourth straight first-
round exit wouldn’t be unexpected — god knows most of us 
used a Sharpie to mark Florida through to the second round 
— but it would hurt a little more than expected. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Series: Down 3-2 to Calgary 
Last week: 13 
Dom rank: 14 
Sean rank: 14 

Dom: The story of this series was supposed to be an epic top 
line battle featuring two of the league’s best. Instead, it’s 
been Oettinger’s breakout party, as he’s almost single-
handedly made this series closer than it has any business 
being. It’s amazing to think he started the season in the AHL. 
In five games Oettinger has a .956 save percentage and has 
saved 9.3 goals above expected. That’s almost two per 
game. The fact the Stars are down in the series despite that 
performance is an incredible indictment of the rest of the 
team. 

The Stars are very unlikely to win this series — they’re down 
3-2 and came in as deserved underdogs — but the 
magnificent play of Oettinger is definitely something to build 
on. If the Stars fill some holes with their forward depth and 
he can keep up this level of elite play next season they might 
have something in 2023. They’re a team designed to win 
playoff games — they just ran into a much deeper team also 
capable of doing that. 

Sean: Yeah, it’s been funny to watch a larger group of fans 
get their introduction to Oettinger. This isn’t some random 
dude. He was the 23rd pick in 2017. I’ve spent the last 
couple weeks watching the Flames try to go high-blocker on 
him and, uh, it hasn’t worked out. 

In that same draft, by the way, the Stars scooped up Miro 
Heiskanen (No. 3) and Jason Robertson (No. 39). Those 
guys, combined with Roope Hintz and at least one more year 
of Joe Pavelski, are gigantic reasons for optimism. The 
issue, like we go over here every week, is that there isn’t 
much behind them, and they’re paying Tyler Seguin and 
Jamie Benn more than $19 million combined through 2025. 
That makes the route forward a lot more difficult. 

It also makes the Stars a lot more interesting. We know Jim 
Nill isn’t going to stop going all in, and we know ownership is 
on board with it, as well. If they can find a way to build on the 
bones of Heiskanen, Robertson, Hintz and Oettinger, they’re 
closer to being legit contenders than not. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Series: Lost 4-2 to St. Louis 
Last week: 7 
Dom rank: 15 
Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Classic Minnesota sports: a major letdown 
performance in the deciding game. Two big things decided 
the series for the Wild: goaltending and special teams. 
Minnesota controlled the run of play to the tune of a 58 
percent expected goals share, but earned just 47 percent of 
the actual goals at five-on-five against the Blues. Shooting 
7.5 percent as one of the most efficient shooting teams isn’t 
good enough. A collective .908 goaltending effort isn’t good 
enough. The five-on-five battle was the one the Wild were 
supposed to win. 

Special teams was even worse though, and that likely sealed 
the series. The Wild scored just four goals on the power play 
and allowed eight on the penalty kill. That’ll do it. 

The worst part for me is the team wasted an awesome 
performance from Kirill Kaprizov who scored seven goals in 
six games. Not bad for the sophomore superstar — if only 
any of the team’s other offensive weapons showed up (not 
you Joel Eriksson Ek, you were fine). 

Sean: The whole “wasted performance” deal only gets worse 
when you remember (not that Wild fans are capable of 
forgetting) that the bill on Zach Parise and Ryan Suter is 
officially due. For the next three seasons, Minnesota is going 
to sink between $12.7 and $14.7 million in cap space on 
buyouts for those two guys. Absolutely miserable stuff. 

Almost as miserable as the series Kevin Fiala just had, in 
fact. And Ryan Hartman. And Marcus Foligno. And Mats 
Zuccarello. And Dean Evason! And Marc-Andre Fleury! And 
Cam Talbot! So many flat performances, so little time. I’ve 
made myself angry here. Goodbye, Minnesota. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Series: Lost 4-0 to Colorado 
Last week: 16 
Dom rank: 16 
Sean rank: 16 

Dom: Roman Josi had just two points and a 38 percent 
expected goals rate for the series. Filip Forsberg had just a 
single goal and a 41 percent expected goals rate. With Juuse 
Saros on the shelf, the Predators desperately needed their 
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best skaters to step up in some way. They didn’t. This series 
loss is far from being on either of them, but their inability to 
elevate their games is why Nashville couldn’t win a single 
game. 

Of course, that was always going to be an uphill battle 
against arguably the most talented team in the league. I 
mean, this is exactly what everyone expected would happen 
right? The question now is where does the team go from 
here. 

Sean: If Forsberg indeed splits — he’s a UFA, and he 
seemed to take some extra time to leave the ice in Nashville 
— I think the choice is pretty well made for them, yeah? It 
should be, at least. I don’t have any issue with what David 
Poile did at the deadline, for the record. If he thought — or 
thinks — that a Forsberg return is on the table, it made 
sense to roll the dice. They weren’t good enough to avoid the 
Avs, though, Saros got hurt, and here they find themselves. 

And it’s not a great spot! Their only real route at 
improvement is going to be through free agency, and they’re 
not close enough to contention to pull that off. Plus, Josi and 
Matt Duchene — good as they are — are both 31 years old. 
Saros is only 26 … but what would he look like after a 
rebuild? The big question is whether Poile is willing to make 
what looks like an increasingly obvious decision. Their 
offseason should be interesting. 

As for the non-playoff squads? Hope you like birds! They’re 
supposed to match your team colors. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 40-30-11 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 42-31-8 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 37-32-11 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 37-34-10 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 31-39-11 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 31-36-14 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 32-36-13 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 37-37-7 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 32-42-7 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 31-40-10 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 28-42-11 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 27-45-9 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 26-48-6 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 25-45-11 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 21-49-11 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 24-50-7 
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Here is the Hurricanes' successful history in Game 7 playoff games 

Raleigh, N.C. — History favors the Carolina Hurricanes when 
the team faces off against the Boston Bruins for Game 7 at 
PNC Arena on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. 

Since the franchise moved to Raleigh in 1997, the 
Hurricanes are 5-0 in Game 7s in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

June 1, 2006: Carolina Hurricanes 4, Buffalo Sabres 2, 
Game 7 Eastern Conference Final 

The Hurricanes trailed 2-1 heading into the third period but 
surged to victory with three goals in the final frame. Rod 
Brind'Amour's power play score put the Hurricanes ahead for 
good as they advanced to their second Stanley Cup Final in 
franchise history. 

June 19, 2006: Carolina Hurricanes 3, Edmonton Oilers 1, 
Game 7 Stanley Cup Final 

What more can be said about the most famous game in 
Hurricanes history? Caniacs stood the entire game and 
cheered wildly as Cam Ward capped off a Conn Smythe 
performance, Justin Williams scored the series-clinching 
empty-net goal and Rod Brind'Amour hoisted the Stanley 
Cup for what is still the only championship by a major sports 
franchise in North Carolina. 

This is also the last time the Hurricanes played a postseason 
Game 7 at home. 

April 28, 2009: Carolina Hurricanes 4, New Jersey Devils 3, 
Game 7 Eastern Conference Quarterfinal 

The Hurricanes' season was on the brink of ending in the 
first round, but Jussi Jokinen scored to tie the game at 3-3 

with just 1:20 left in regulation. With most of the fans 
expecting overtime, Eric Staal wristed a shot past Martin 
Brodeur with 31 seconds left to silence the Devils faithful as 
the Hurricanes escaped with an improbable comeback to 
clinch the series. 

May 14, 2009: Carolina Hurricanes 3, Boston Bruins 2 (OT), 
Game 7 Eastern Conference Semifinal 

In a game Bruins fans would quickly want to forget, Scott 
Walker scored in overtime to clinch the series of the 
Hurricanes. 

Walker had already established himself as a villain in Boston 
for dropping former Hurricane Aaron Ward with a punch to 
the jaw in Game 5. 

The Canes advanced to their third Eastern Conference Final 
in eight years but were swept by the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

April 24, 2019: Carolina Hurricanes 4, Washington Capitals 3 
(2 OT), Game 7 Eastern Conference Quarterfinal 

Rod Brind'Amour's first playoff series as the Hurricanes' 
head coach ended victoriously when Brock McGinn re-
directed Justin Williams' shot to end the third longest Game 
7 in NHL history to vanquish the defending Stanley Cup 
champions in the only game a road team won all series. The 
Canes would eventually advance to the East Conference 
Final and fall in a sweep to the Bruins. 

Despite the Hurricanes' Game 7 success, the franchise was 
0-3 in playoff Game 7s when playing in Hartford. 
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Game 7 Eve: The Final Preparation 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Two of the most important words in all of 
sports - Game Seven. 

For one side of tomorrow's Boston Bruins and Carolina 
Hurricanes matchup, they'll enjoy an off day on Sunday as 
they prepare for either the Pittsburgh Penguins or New York 
Rangers. For the other, it'll be locker room clean-out day. 

It's almost unfathomable to think that the Canes, a team that 
guided the Metropolitan Division for almost the entirety of the 
2021-22 regular season, could now be in this situation so 
soon in their postseason journey. However, as the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs remind us each year, anything is possible and 
this is the battle of the best teams in the National Hockey 
League. 

"You know you have to play your best. You don't win a Game 
7 unless you play your best," Rod Brind'Amour remarked 
after a full team skate at PNC Arena for the team Friday 
afternoon. "There's nothing different in the game, it's just that 
obviously if you don't win, you're done." 

Through six meetings this series it's become easy to 
decipher that Brind'Amour's group is at their best when 
disciplined and executing on special teams. 

There's also the fact that the home team has been the one 
on the successful side of the outcome in each game, 
however, the head coach isn't reading too far into that. 

"I don't put a lot of stock in it," Brind'Amour returned when 
asked why he feels the hosting side has been the victorious 
one through the first six. "I mean, the games are closer than 
the scores - all of them, in my opinion. Last night we got a 
couple going off the [posts] and if they go in, it would have 
been looking like a different hockey game. They had 
chances here early in games. Sometimes it just goes that 
way." 

Referencing last night's first power play attempt, where both 
Seth Jarvis and Nino Niederreiter beat Jeremy Swayman but 
had their efforts glance off the iron, the reigning Jack Adams 
Award winner's perspective does shed light to an area that 
may be being overlooked thus far. For example, would the 
Canes have had the success they did in Game Five if Brad 
Marchand scored in the opening minutes when he was all 
alone on Antti Raanta? 

Then again, the Canes have scored first in five of the six 
games, but have only been victorious in three, so how much 
does getting the first one matter? Or is it more of a matter of 
momentum swings? 

"I think it all comes down to special teams," Antti Raanta 
provided as his reasoning. "Every game has pretty much 

gone to whoever gets their power play going. Yesterday was 
a crazy example. We had a five-on-three and then a five-on-
four and we couldn't use our chances, then Boston got theirs 
and they scored right away." 

Carry The Confidence 

Carolina's special teams, the power play specifically, 
struggled in the three games in Boston, however, two 
glimmers of hope can be found entering tomorrow's Game 7. 

First, after going 0-for-15 in their first 15 tries at TD Garden, 
Andrei Svechnikov cashing in during the final moments of 
Thursday's Game 6 may not be as irrelevant as it may have 
felt at the time. 

"For anybody, when you're scoring, you're more confident," 
the 22-year-old forward shared after the skate. "That's the 
case for me right now and I'm going to try and keep that 
confidence tomorrow in the game." 

The late-game power play tally was the second of the night 
for Svechnikov, who gave the Canes some life early in the 
third with a snap shot on a setup from Seth Jarvis.  

In addition to the team burying on their final power play 
chance of the series in Boston, the crew has also 
experienced more success on the man advantage at PNC 
Arena this series. In two of the three games that have taken 
place in Raleigh, they've produced multiple power play goals. 

What it will ultimately boil down to is a willingness to make 
quick decisions and execute the team's game plan, which 
they spent time focusing on at Friday's practice. 

Phenomenal Father Finn 

Special teams. Discipline. Confidence. Scoring first. It's easy 
to get lost in dissecting the elements of the series that have 
caused turmoil, but something, or rather someone, deserving 
of praise for his role in the series thus far is Antti Raanta. 

Lest we not forget the panic that ensued for some on 
Sunday, April 24, just four days before the team's regular 
season ended, when Raanta went down amid the team's 
game on Long Island. Or then again just minutes into Game 
Two when he was run over by David Pastrnak. 

For never having made a playoff start prior to last Monday, it 
would be hard to ask for more out of a netminder in this 
situation than what Raanta has provided. 

"He was good all year. Obviously he didn't play a ton, but in 
the circumstances that he's been dealt, he's stepped up and 
has been really good," Brind'Amour said of the presumed 
Game 7 starter. 

Having turned away 126 out of 136 shots faced in the series 
thus far, perhaps what is most impressive is that he's 
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stopped 27/30 when his team is shorthanded. Of goalies that 
have played in five or more games in Round One, only Jacob 
Markstrom (CGY) and Louis Domingue (PIT) have allowed 
fewer than three power play goals against. 

Loose Pucks 

 Brady Skjei did not practice Friday. He missed 
Monday's skate with maintendance being the 
reasoning and today Brind'Amour once again said 

that anybody who wasn't 100% wouldn't be on the 
ice. 

 On the healthier side of things, Jordan Martinook 
skated once again. #48 took part in Thursday's 
morning skate after leaving last Friday's Game 3 
with a lower-body injury. 

 The Canes enter Saturday 5-0 in their Game 7 
history. 
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3 Keys: Bruins at Hurricanes, Game 7 of Eastern First Round 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

(1M) Hurricanes at (WC1) Bruins 

4:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN360, SNE, SNW, SNP, TVAS, 
BSSO, NESN 

Best-of-7 series tied 3-3 

The Boston Bruins and Carolina Hurricanes each will try to 
advance to the Eastern Conference Second Round with a 
win in Game 7 of the first round at PNC Arena on Saturday.  

The home team has won each game of the series; the Bruins 
won 5-2 at TD Garden on Thursday to force a deciding 
game. 

"What's at stake is the biggest thing. Everything is on the 
line," Boston captain Patrice Bergeron said. "It's a game of 
inches, and a bounce here or there can make a difference. 
What I've learned the most is to stay with it and stay the 
course from the first minute until the end." 

The Hurricanes have outscored the Bruins 15-4 in the three 
games at PNC Arena. 

"You don't win a Game 7 unless you play your best," 
Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "There's nothing 
different in the game. The preparation is the same, it's just 
that everything matters that much more." 

Home teams own a 107-77 (.582) advantage in the 184 all-
time Game 7s in the Stanley Cup Playoffs (2-1 in 2021).  

Here are 3 keys for Game 7: 

1. BIG GAME GOALTENDING 

Boston's Jeremy Swayman and Carolina's Antti Raanta each 
will make his first start in a deciding game. 

Swayman took over the net from Linus Ullmark in Game 3 
after the Bruins fell behind 2-0 in the series. He allowed two 
goals in each of Boston's three home-ice wins, but gave up 
four goals on 37 shots in a 5-1 loss in Game 5 at PNC 
Arena. In four starts, he's 3-1 with a 2.51 goals-against 
average and .913 save percentage. 

Raanta has been at his best at home. He made 35 saves in 
a 5-1 win in Game 1 and 33 in a 5-1 win in Game 5; he made 
six saves without allowing a goal in Game 2 before leaving 
with an upper-body injury and being relieved by Pyotr 
Kochetkov. Raanta is 2-2 in the series with a 2.46 GAA and 
.926 save percentage in five starts for the Hurricanes. 

"I think I've found a good consistent level," Raanta said. 
"Obviously everything comes down to tomorrow. So it's one 
more time." 

2. STAYING OUT OF THE PENALTY BOX  

Discipline could be a decisive factor for each team; Boston 
has taken 37 minor penalties, the most of any playoff team. 
Carolina has committed 30 (tied for fifth). The Bruins hold a 
6-5 advantage in power-play goals. 

"When you get evenly matched teams," Bruins coach Bruce 
Cassidy said, "there's a couple instances a game that can 
turn the tide." 

Carolina scored twice in nine power-play chances in a 5-2 
win in Game 2, and Boston went 2-for-9 with the man 
advantage in a 5-2 win in Game 4. 

"Like always, every game has come down to the special 
teams," Hurricanes forward Andre Svechnikov said. "But 
also, you've got to play 5-on-5 really good."  

3. STARTING QUICKLY 

How important is the first goal in a Game 7? The team that 
scores first is 138-46 (.750) in the 184 all-time Game 7s in 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs (3-0 in 2021). 

Carolina scored the opening goal in each of the first five 
games. 

"Scoring first would help," Cassidy said. "We've been close 
(in Carolina), just haven't been able to finish. That's a little bit 
of puck luck, that's a little bit of determination. And then not 
getting rattled, no matter what happens. If they score first, we 
can't let it bother us."  

BRUINS PROJECTED LINEUP 

Brad Marchand -- Patrice Bergeron -- Jake DeBrusk 

Taylor Hall -- Erik Haula -- David Pastrnak 

Trent Frederic -- Charlie Coyle -- Craig Smith 

Nick Foligno -- Tomas Nosek -- Curtis Lazar 

Hampus Lindholm -- Charlie McAvoy 

Mike Reilly -- Brandon Carlo 

Derek Forbort -- Connor Clifton 

Jeremy Swayman 

Linus Ullmark 

Scratched: Matt Grzelcyk, Anton Blidh, Chris Wagner, Josh 
Brown  

Injured: None 
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HURRICANES PROJECTED LINEUP 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi -- Vincent Trocheck -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Martin Necas -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Derek Stepan 

Jaccob Slavin -- Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei -- Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith -- Ian Cole 

Antti Raanta 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Scratched: Ethan Bear, Steven Lorentz  

Injured: Frederik Andersen (lower body), Jordan Martinook 
(lower body) 

STATUS REPORT 

The Hurricanes will dress the same lineup they used in a 5-2 
loss in Game 6 on Thursday. ... Skjei did not practice on 
Friday but is expected to play. ... Martinook skated Friday but 
will not play; the forward left in the second period of Game 3 
after a collision with Hall.  

Bruins, Hurricanes understand 'anything can happen' in Game 7 

By Amalie Benjamin  

BOSTON -- This is a familiar moment for Patrice Bergeron. 

Bergeron, the Boston Bruins captain, has played 12 times in 
a Game 7 in the NHL, 12 opportunities for do-or-die games, 
12 moments to make his mark. He has done so by scoring 
six goals in Game 7, one shy of the NHL record. 

But just because the Bruins have the experience -- Boston 
will extend its NHL record to 29 Game 7s when it plays the 
Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena on Saturday (4:30 p.m. 
ET; ESPN, TVAS, SN360, SNE, SNW, SNP, BSSO, NESN) -
- that doesn't mean they have the edge. 

Because in a Game 7? Anything can happen. 

"It's obviously a game of inches," Bergeron said. "A bounce 
here or there can make a difference." 

The Bruins and Hurricanes will play Game 7 of their best-of-7 
Eastern Conference First Round series after the Bruins 
staved off elimination in Game 6 in Boston on Thursday. 

"It just comes down to one game," Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "I think we're excited about it. … You have 
to play your best. You don't win Game 7 unless you play 
your best." 

The home team has won each game of the series. It's a 
trend the Hurricanes hope to continue and the Bruins hope to 
buck. 

Boston will attempt to win a Game 7 for the 16th time, while 
Carolina will try to push its Game 7 winning streak to six. 

The teams have different things on the line in this Game 7. 

For the Hurricanes, a rising franchise with Stanley Cup Final 
hopes, winning Game 7 would fulfill an expectation. The 
second round is a place Carolina is expecting to be after 
finishing first in the Metropolitan Division and second in the 
Eastern Conference, behind the Florida Panthers. The 
Hurricanes have been climbing back among the NHL elite 
after losing to the Bruins in the Eastern Conference Final in 
2019, losing in the first round in 2020 and the second round 
in 2021. 

The Bruins, meanwhile, might be in their last gasp of 
greatness before a potential dip. There are no assurances 
that Bergeron will return next season. He can be an 

unrestricted free agent after the season and a loss could 
mark the end of an era in Boston. 

Bergeron helped the Bruins win the Stanley Cup in 2011, 
one of three trips to the Final (2013, 2019) during his 18 NHL 
seasons. He's also in the top four all-time for Boston in 
games played (1,216, third), goals (400, fourth), assists (582, 
fourth) and points (982, fourth). 

For both teams, it would be a disappointing end to a hard-
fought series. 

"We expected it," Bergeron said of getting to a Game 7. "It's 
two good teams going at it. Obviously Carolina is a really 
good team that's got a lot of depth. So are we." 

The Hurricanes won the first two games of the series at 
home to put the Bruins into a hole, but they returned home 
and picked up two wins to even the series. The story 
continued: the Hurricanes won in Raleigh in Game 5 and the 
Bruins staved off elimination with a victory in Boston in Game 
6. 

"We're preparing to win a hockey game," Cassidy said. "You 
need to win one game on the road. We obviously have to 
have the urgency level, but you try not to talk about the do-
or-die mentality. What do we need to do to win the game? 
What did we do well yesterday to help us win the game?" 

The Hurricanes, for their part, were not happy with their play 
in Game 6, with Brind'Amour saying the team was "bitter and 
mad and frustrated" by the outcome. But the players believe 
in their ability to bounce back, in their ability to win a game 
predicated on special teams, as most of the games have 
been in this series. 

"It's not easy to play us when you're down and you're 
chasing a game and you're on the road," Hurricanes goalie 
Antti Raanta said. "The fans get loud and they're pushing the 
home team. It's not easy to catch up in the playoffs. That's 
been the biggest thing. But anything can happen tomorrow." 

So they move on. Back to Carolina for Game 7. 

And in this series, home ice has meant everything. 

But sometimes Game 7s have a way of upending trends. 

"When you step on the ice, it's all about that moment," 
Bergeron said. "Whatever happened in the first six games 
doesn't matter.
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Boston visits Carolina in game 7 of the 

Boston Bruins (51-26-5, fourth in the Atlantic Division) vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Saturday, 4:30 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -135, Bruins 
+114; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS FIRST ROUND: Series tied 3-3 

BOTTOM LINE: The Boston Bruins visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes in game seven of the first round of the NHL 
Playoffs. The teams meet Thursday for the sixth time this 
season. The Bruins won the previous matchup 5-2. 

Carolina has gone 27-8-4 at home and 54-20-8 overall. The 
Hurricanes have a 40-3-6 record in games they score at 
least three goals. 

Boston has a 24-11-3 record in road games and a 51-26-5 
record overall. The Bruins have committed 347 total 
penalties (4.2 per game) to rank fourth in NHL play. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Sebastian Aho has 37 goals and 44 
assists for the Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has scored five goals 
with four assists over the past 10 games. 

Patrice Bergeron has scored 25 goals with 39 assists for the 
Bruins. Brad Marchand has five goals and 12 assists over 
the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.9 goals, 
6.2 assists, 4.8 penalties and 10.1 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.6 goals per game. 

Bruins: 6-4-0, averaging 3.4 goals, 5.4 assists, 5.6 penalties 
and 12.6 penalty minutes while giving up 2.7 goals per 
game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (lower-
body), Frederik Andersen: day to day (undisclosed), Antti 
Raanta: day to day (upper body), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back). 

Bruins: Jakub Zboril: out (lower body). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three 7s: NHL has Game 7 tripleheader on tap for Saturday  
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By Jimmy Golen 

BOSTON (AP) — The players dream of it. The fans look 
forward to it.  

Game 7. 

And on Saturday, there will be three of them. 

The NHL is wrapping up the first round of the playoffs with a 
rare treat: back-to-back-to-back seventh games that will go a 
long way toward shaping the conference semifinals. 

The Carolina Hurricanes will host Boston in a matinee, 
followed by the two-time defending champion Lightning at 
Toronto and the Kings in Edmonton. It’s the first Game 7 
tripleheader since 2014. 

“It’s going to be juicy,” Oilers forward Evander Kane said 
after scoring twice in a 4-2 win that forced Game 7 against 
the Kings.  

There could be more Game 7s on Sunday, with three other 
series at 3-2 heading into Friday night. The most Game 7s 
ever in a single round was six in 1992. 

“It’s what’s at stake, is the biggest thing. Everything’s on the 
line,” Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron said Friday. “It brings 
back memories of why you play the game.” 

BRUINS AT HURRICANES, series tied 3-3 (4:30 p.m. EDT, 
ESPN) 

The Bruins and Hurricanes are loaded with Game 7 
experience — everyplace but in goal. 

Boston rookie Jeremy Swayman is expected to be back in 
net on Saturday. He made his first career postseason start in 
Game 3, after Linus Ullmark gave up eight goals in the first 
two games.  

“It’s a dream come true. I can’t wait,” the 23-year-old Alaska 
native said. “It’s no bigger or smaller than any game I’ve 
played before. I want to make sure I’m coming with that 
mentality. We want to win. We’re going to do everything we 
can and I can’t wait to get on the ice.” 

Carolina’s Antti Raanta had never started a postseason 
game before this year. 

Elsewhere, experience abounds.  

Ten players remain from the Boston roster that beat Toronto 
in seven games in the first round of the 2019 playoffs (and 
lost in seven to the St. Louis Blues in the Stanley Cup Final 
that year). A victory would be the franchise’s 16th Game 7 
win — an NHL record the team currently shares with 
Montreal. 

“I’ve played in a lot of them,” said Bergeron, who is 6-7 in 
winner-take-all games in his career. “The ones that sting the 
most are the not-so-good ones. ... You try to see the glass 
half full and reminisce on the good ones, but it makes you 
hungrier when you think about the other ones as well.” 

For Carolina, it would be a sixth straight victory in a seventh 
game.  

Raanta, who arrived this year as part of the Hurricanes’ 
overhaul of the goaltender position, has played well in the 

lead role with No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen sidelined 
by a lower-body injury since mid-April. Raanta has started 
five games, leaving one early due to injury, and won two with 
a 2.46 goals-against average and .926 save percentage. 

“I think I’ve found a good consistent level,” Raanta said 
Friday.  

Carolina won the first two games before Boston leveled the 
series. Carolina won Game 5 to retake momentum but was 
unable to eliminate the Bruins on Thursday night. 

“Everyone’s bitter and mad and frustrated,” Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “That was not the kind of game we 
expected to play. Come tomorrow it’s all old news and it’s 
what’s in front of you that matters.” 

The series is the second in playoff history in which the home 
team won each of the first six games by multiple goals, 
according to ESPN Stats & Info. The other was the 1955 Cup 
finals, with Detroit beating Montreal by two goals at home in 
Game 7. 

LIGHTNING at MAPLE LEAFS, series tied 3-3 (7 p.m. EDT, 
TNT) 

The Lightning won 4-3 in overtime in Game 6 to keep their 
hopes of a three-peat alive, but it’s another streak on the 
minds of the Maple Leafs as they host their winner-take-all 
series finale. 

Toronto has lost nine straight potential clinchers, including 
Thursday night against Tampa Bay and three in a row after 
taking a 3-1 series lead against Montreal last year.  

“We had plenty of opportunities to finish the game and finish 
the series,” Toronto coach Sheldon Keefe said. “It didn’t go 
our way, but (there’s) lots of belief in our group, and we’re 
excited to play Game 7 on home ice in front of our fans.” 

The Original Six franchise, which is going on 55 years since 
it last put its name on the Stanley Cup, hasn’t won a playoff 
series since 2004. Included in that span are some colossal 
collapses, including a 2013 Game 7 loss to Boston in which 
the Leafs blew a 4-1 lead with 11 minutes left in regulation. 

Center John Tavares tried to maintain a positive outlook. 

“We worked hard all year to earn home ice, and we’ve got a 
great opportunity going home in front of our fans to try to 
close this thing out,” he said. “Look forward to the 
opportunity. It’s what the game’s all about.” 

The Lightning are trying to become the first team to capture 
three consecutive Stanley Cup titles since the New York 
Islanders won four in a row from 1980-83. That quest could 
end early. 

“It all comes down to one game,” Lightning center Anthony 
Cirelli said. “Those are fun ones to play in.” 

KINGS at OILERS, series tied 3-3 (10 p.m. EDT, ESPN)  

Kane kicked off the Game 7 hype by holding up seven 
fingers after his empty-net clincher on Thursday night. But he 
also could have been referring to his seven playoff goals this 
year, tied with Minnesota’s Kirill Kaprizov and Pittsburgh’s 
Jake Guentzel for the league lead. 
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“I didn’t even realize that,” he said with a laugh. 

Kane is the seventh Edmonton player to score at least seven 
times in a series and the first since Esa Tikkanen in 1991. He 
trails only Jari Kurri and Mark Messier for the most in a 
series in franchise history. 

The Oilers are 6-4 in Game 7s, including 3-1 at home. The 
Kings are 7-4, with a 5-3 mark on the road. 

“The older guys haven’t been there in a few years, and we 
have a few guys that haven’t experienced this at all,” Kings 
forward Anze Kopitar said. “But if you told us that we’ve got 
to win one game to advance, we’d certainly take the 
opportunity. So it’s not all that bad.” 
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2022 Stanley Cup playoffs: X factors, predictions for Bruins-Hurricanes, Lightning-Maple 
Leafs, Kings-Oilers 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

While the first round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs has 
included a few too many blowouts for our liking, it has also 
provided five Game 7s, the ultimate "tension convention." 

According to ESPN Stats & Information, Saturday will be the 
first time since Apr. 30, 2014, that there will be three Game 
7s played on the same day, and it will also be the first time in 
NHL history that two Game 7s will be hosted by Canadian 
teams on the same day. 

To help get you ready for Saturday's games -- Boston 
Bruins-Carolina Hurricanes (4:30 p.m. ET, ESPN), Tampa 
Bay Lightning-Toronto Maple Leafs (7 p.m. ET, TNT) and 
Los Angeles Kings-Edmonton Oilers (10 p.m. ET, ESPN) -- 
we're breaking down a path to victory for each team, 
identifying the X factors in all three contests and making 
final-score predictions. 

Boston Bruins at Carolina Hurricanes 

4:30 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN 

Leading scorers: Brad Marchand, Bruins (4 G | 7 A) 
Tony DeAngelo, Hurricanes (1 G | 7 A) 

Path to victory for Boston: The best news for the Bruins here 
is they've got nothing to lose. Carolina has been the better 
team in this series overall. They were the higher seed going 
in. Yet Boston still stands with a chance to advance past 
them. 

All the pressure is on Carolina to perform in Game 7. The 
Bruins simply get to go out and play. And that will be the 
Bruins' superpower. They have the veteran know-how from 
Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. They have the goal-
scoring talents of David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall. They have 
rock-solid goaltending from Jeremy Swayman, and a back 
end led by the talents of Charlie McAvoy. To win Game 7, 
Boston has to just be itself. -- Shilton 

Path to victory for Carolina: This is why the regular season 
matters. The Hurricanes return to Raleigh licking their 
wounds, but knowing that they've absolutely dominated the 
Bruins on home ice in this series. 

They've outscored them 15-4, but more importantly, they've 
scored early and often. Carolina had leads of 2-0, 3-0 and 4-
0 in their home wins. They've taken fewer penalties in all 
three home games. They've gotten better goaltending, as 
Antti Raanta has a .974 save percentage in Raleigh. They 
can get the matchups they want against the Bruins' top two 
lines. "Obviously at home you get the last change, which is 
an advantage. But you still have to come to play," said 
defenseman Jaccob Slavin. With the volume and ferocity of 
their home fans, they'll come to play. -- Wyshynski 

Shilton's X factor: This could come down to goaltending. 
Carolina has played the entire series without starter Frederik 
Andersen. Raanta has been great in his absence, and 
Swayman has been equally good since taking over for Linus 
Ullmark. Swayman is riding the high of a Game 6 win though, 
and that confidence could carry over in a big way for the 
Bruins. 

Wyshynski's X factor: Line matching. Coach Rod 
Brind'Amour waved the white flag in Boston when it came to 
getting Sebastian Aho away from the Bruins' duo of 
Bergeron and Marchand. The Bruins had the last change, 
and Bergeron played the majority of his minutes against the 
Hurricanes' top line. In their previous three wins, Carolina 
sent out Jordan Staal's line as a countermeasure against 
Bergeron and Marchand, while getting Aho away from them. 
Do that again, and it could be the Aho line that's the 
difference in Game 7. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 3-2 Bruins 
Wyshynski: 5-3 Hurricanes 

Tampa Bay Lightning at Toronto Maple Leafs 

7 p.m. ET (TNT) 

Leading scorers: Nikita Kucherov, Lightning (2 G | 6 A) 
Auston Matthews, Maple Leafs (4 G | 4 A) 

Path to victory for Tampa Bay: The Maple Leafs can talk all 
they want about being the better team in the series and their 
past playoff failures -- not having won a playoff series since 
2004 -- being buried in the past. But it's Game 7. It's the 
Toronto Maple Leafs. It's the first time all series the Lightning 
have had to plant those seeds of doubt in the minds of their 
opponents and see what crooked limbs grow from them. 

Tactically, the Lightning have to play tighter defense in front 
of Andrei Vasilevskiy and can't allow the Leafs to score 
multiple goals in quick succession as they have in the last 
two games. The path to victory is clear. It's been blazed 
before by Steven Stamkos, Victor Hedman, Ryan 
McDonagh, Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov, Alex Killorn and 
Andrei Vasilevskiy. The Lightning won a Game 7 to advance 
to the Stanley Cup Final last season. The Leafs are 0-8 in 
the Auston Matthews/Mitch Marner era when having a 
chance to eliminate their opponents. -- Wyshynski 

Path to victory for Toronto: The Leafs' sad recent history of 
being unable to advance in the playoffs should be motivation 
enough to get the job done in Game 7. Toronto was the 
better team in Game 6. Losing in overtime was a tough pill to 
swallow given the number of opportunities they had. 
Vasilevskiy was sensational in net, and Toronto will expect 
that to be the case again in Game 7. Certainly the Lightning 
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have proven the last two years they know how to win on a 
big stage. 

Yet Toronto has outplayed Tampa more often than not in this 
series. The team's core stars -- Matthews, Marner, William 
Nylander and John Tavares -- have all been important 
contributors the last two games. Jack Campbell is back on 
point in net. If the Leafs can simply maintain that status quo, 
and challenge Vasilevskiy a little more with traffic in front, 
they have a great chance of pushing through. -- Shilton 

Shilton's X factor: It's not so much a player as it is the ability 
to handle circumstance. This series has been defined by 
momentum swings -- big ones. By penalties called, and not. 
By opportunities grasped, and missed. Tampa has the 
Stanley Cup pedigree here, but Toronto shouldn't let that 
intimidate them. Campbell has a sub-.900 save percentage 
in this series (.893) -- but so does Vasilevskiy (.885). Almost 
everything to date has been evenly matched. Game 7 will be 
decided in favor of which team can stay calm, cool and 
collected the longest. 

Wyshynski's X factor: For all the talk about the Lightning's 
incredible 17-0 record after postseason losses, the Maple 
Leafs are going to have to break a different mind-boggling 
streak to advance to the next round (eight straight losses in 
games that would have won them a series). Vasilevskiy has 
pitched a shutout in the final game of Tampa Bay's last five 
series wins, including two Stanley Cup-clinching victories. 
Let's be real: He hasn't been great this series, with a .885 
save percentage behind a rather leaky defense. But when 
the Lightning are ready to close, he's slammed the door on 
many series in the past. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 4-2 Maple Leafs 
Wyshynski: 4-3 (OT) Maple Leafs 

Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers 

10 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN 

Leading scorers: Adrian Kempe, Kings (2 G | 4 A) 
Connor McDavid, Oilers (3 G | 9 A) 

Path to victory for Los Angeles: "First goal wins" is one of the 
dustier cliches in the Stanley Cup playoffs, but it's undeniably 
applicable in this series. In the Kings' three victories, they've 
struck first; in their three losses, they have not. Scoring first 

allows the Kings to get set up in their defensive posture. 
Padding that lead builds a safety net for when Connor 
McDavid inevitably scores for Edmonton. 

But to win Game 7, they'll need two things. First, to raise 
their compete level to match that of the Oilers, who were the 
better team at 5-on-5 in Game 6. Also, they'll need someone 
to step up to be an offensive difference-maker. Trevor Moore 
had three points in their Game 1 win. Carl Grundstrom had 
three points in their Game 4 win. Adrian Kempe had three 
points and the overtime game-winner in their Game 5 victory. 
Who will be the hero this time? -- Wyshynski 

Path to victory for Edmonton: Give the puck to Connor 
McDavid. Just kidding (sort of). Edmonton's stars have 
carried the day in this series, though, from McDavid (12 
points) to Evander Kane (seven goals) to Leon Draisaitl 
(eight points). Those big names have to show out one more 
time, against a Kings team wielding great offensive depth 
and capable of locking down defensively. 

And then there's Jonathan Quick, who has been equal parts 
revelatory and rickety in this series. The Oilers love 
generating rush chances, but making Quick uncomfortable 
with traffic and more commitment to the cycle game could 
pay off early. Closing out any series' final game is a 
marathon effort. The Oilers have to treat Game 7 as such. -- 
Shilton 

Shilton's X factor: Phillip Danault. How good has he been for 
the Kings in this series, and the entire season, really? He's 
frustrated the Oilers time and again with a suffocating 
defensive game. Danault does it all for L.A., whether it's 
winning crucial faceoffs, scoring timely goals or successfully 
battling for loose pucks. He is the definition of a difference-
maker, with the ability to turn Game 7 in L.A.'s favor. 

Wyshynski's X factor: Does Quick have one more vintage 
performance in him? The Kings goaltender battled in each of 
their victories, including his 31-save Game 4 performance 
that made this a series. While we don't expect that kind of 
effort in this game, Quick is the very definition of an X factor. 
If he's on, he will be the difference. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 4-3 Kings 
Wyshynski: 3-2 Kings 
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Carolina Hurricanes vs. Boston Bruins: Game 7 Preview 

By Alec Sawyer  

Carolina Hurricanes vs. Boston Bruins 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 1, Game 7 (Series Tied 3-3) 
Saturday, May 14, 2022 - 4:30 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: TNT, Bally Sports South 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Stanley Cup of Chowder 

Game. Seven.  

They say they’re the best two words in sports, though they’re 
a lot less sweet for the team that was up 3-2.  

Still, Saturday afternoon in PNC Arena should be a doozy, as 
the Bruins and Hurricanes facing off for one final time with a 
trip to the second round on the line.  

So far, it’s been the home team that has held serve, as every 
single game has resulted in at least a two-goal victory for the 
team playing in front of its home fans.  

So now it all comes down to this.  

Vital Statistics 

Category Hurricanes Bruins 

Record 54-20-8 51-26-5 

Goals/Game 3.38 3.08 

Goals Against/Game 2.44 2.66 

Category Hurricanes Bruins 

Shots/Game 34.12 36.12 

Face Off Win % 53.9% 54.2% 

Power Play % (Rank) 22.0% (13th) 21.2% (15th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank) 88.0% (1st) 81.3% (9th) 

ES Corsi For % 43.86% 56.14% 

ES PDO 113.44 86.56 

PIM/Game 12:00 22:00 

Game Notes 

 The Carolina Hurricanes, since relocation, are a 
perfect 5-0 in game seven. The last was 2019 in 
Washington. The last time the Canes played a 
game seven at home, they hoisted the cup.  

 Derek Stepan (7) and Ian Cole (6) have the most 
game seven experience of anyone on the 
Hurricanes.  

 Andrei Svechnikov recorded the third multi-goal 
game of his young playoff career in game six.  

 Jaccob Slavin is the first defensemen to ever skate 
in 36 playoff games with committing a penalty. That 
streak came to an end in game six, as he dumped 
the puck over the glass for a delay of game.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Last Night: Bruins force Game 7 as Canes fall in Boston 
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By Talia Goodman 

This is beginning to get tiring. This back and forth pattern of 
winning like a hero at home and losing like a completely 
different team at TD Garden is getting old. Although, if it 
continues, the Carolina Hurricanes will be victorious.  

Let’s take a look at Thursday night’s loss and what’s in store 
for game seven at PNC Arena: 

Broke the streak 

For each of the first five games in this series, the Canes 
have scored first. That streak was broken last night, as the 
Bruins were able to strike first at the beginning of the second 
period.  

“It would have been nice to capitalize,” said Rod 
Brind’Amour. “We had a couple of real-good looks and didn’t 
get them.” 

While the results were staggering in this series even when 
the Canes did score first, it can absolutely change the 
momentum of the game for the team that does so, and it did 
just that for a Bruins squad that needed this win to stay alive. 

Now, it’s the Canes who have to play for their lives.  

“It’s still game seven,” said Jordan Staal. “Anything can 
happen. But we love playing at home in front of our fans. It’s 
a big boost for us, like you said with the way the series has 
gone. But we’re gonna have to obviously bring a better effort 
than tonight. It wasn’t us. It’s frustrating this time of year and 
series, but we’re going to have to wash it and get ready for a 
big game seven.” 

Let’s get physical 

The Canes win when they’re physicality is strong and they’re 
able to capitalize on hits at all points of the game. This was 
not the case last night, but the Bruins did just that. They’re a 
constantly physical, scrappy team, and allowing them to be 
that is a recipe for a loss. 

The team is confident that they can change the result on 
Saturday, though.  

“This is hockey,” said Jaccob Slavin. “This is the playoffs. 
We’ve got to go home and take care of the job. Obviously 
being home we get last change and it’s an advantage, but 
we’ve still got to come out and play. We have confidence in 
our group and the way we play, we’ve just got to do it.” 

Special teams weren’t so special 

The Canes had more than a few opportunities to turn the tide 
of this game, but they were often unable to convert. This was 
especially apparent during a 5-on-3 opportunity where the 
Bruins were still playing strong and the Canes could not 
generate a goal in a much-needed time.  

“We have guys who know that they have to be better,” 
Brind’Amour said. “When you lose you lose. If you lose by 10 
or one it’s a loss, and you’ve just got to move on.” 

The Canes will have to improve their play overall to earn a 
win, but their power play is definitely an area to look into 
before game seven.  

Svech returns 

The one good thing to come from this game was the re-
emergence of Andrei Svechnikov, and he came out rolling. 
While his physicality has been helpful throughout this series, 
Svechnikov is a playmaker and a scorer in his core.  

Last night, he reclaimed that identity.  

He was the only player to get on the board in the 5-2 loss, 
scoring for the first time in a long time. But one player having 
a good night is not enough.  

“There’s a lot of things, but you need everybody for one,” 
Staal said. “You need everyone playing detailed hockey and 
limiting your mistakes as best you can. And obviously just 
trusting in our game. Those are all the things we faltered at 
tonight. We have to come out in game seven with an effort 
that we obviously need to beat this team.” 

Don’t blame the goalie 

It wasn’t Antti Raanta’s fault. None of it was. Bad changes 
and mistakes were what led to the Bruin’s scoring. Raanta 
did all that he could, but he didn’t stand much of a chance.  

“You’ve got to convert, and we didn’t,” Brind’Amour said. 
“And they got that one where we made a mistake on the 
change, and they got it in the best player’s hands and he 
made us pay. And then we started chasing the game a little 
bit. Every mistake we made, it felt like they capitalized. They 
had that monster shift in the third when we got back in the 
game. We got the puck like four times, and that’s not how we 
normally do things. That’s what you get.” 

What’s next? 

Game seven. Saturday. 4:30pm. Raleigh, NC.  

“You never know what can happen,” Brind’Amour said. “You 
just don’t know. Even tonight it’s a bounce here or there early 
and the game is different. That’s hockey. On their power play 
they rip one and we block it, and it goes right to their guy. 
You don’t know how it’s going to work out. But the good 
news is that we have another game to play.” 

We’ll have to wait and see what happens, but if the Canes 
play like they have been at home, it’ll be a mighty fun game 
seven.  
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Gameday: Noesen’s made for this 

ROCKFORD ICEHOGS (0-1) 
AT CHICAGO WOLVES (1-0) 

NOESEN’S MADE FOR THIS 

In the first round of the 2018 Stanley Cup Playoffs, Stefan 
Noesen suited up for the New Jersey Devils and scored one 
goal (the Game 3 game-winner) in four appearances before 
the Tampa Bay Lightning knocked out the Devils in 5. 

The 29-year-old power forward from Plano, Texas, has 
waited four years for another chance to play in the 
postseason — and that opportunity arrived Thursday night in 
Game 1 of the Central Division Semifinals. Noesen stacked 
up 2 goals, 1 assist and 2 penalty minutes as his 
relentlessness, skill and toughness paid off throughout the 
Wolves’ 6-2 victory over the Rockford IceHogs. 

“For me, personally, I take the playoffs (seriously),” Noesen 
said. “It’s been a few years since I’ve been in the playoffs 
and this kind of suits my game to a T. A little gritty, a little 
get-under-your-skin, a little pissed-off type of thing. That’s 
where I think I play my best hockey.” 

At 6-foot-1 and 207 pounds, Noesen boasts the body (and 
the temperament) to create space for himself in the toughest 
areas. Just as he scored so many of his AHL league-leading 
48 goals within a few paces of the crease during the regular 
season, Noesen delivered both of his goals Thursday in 
close quarters. 

With 10 seconds left in the first period, he accepted an 
Andrew Poturalski pass with his back to goaltender Arvid 
Soderblom and proceeded to spin around and stuff the puck 
past Soderblom’s glove to give the Wolves a 2-1 lead 
heading into first intermission. 

In the opening minute of the third period, Noesen erased any 
chances of a Rockford comeback after going to his knees 
following a hit from Rockford’s Ian Mitchell near the IceHogs 
crease. Without rising to his feet, Noesen didn’t stop poking 
at the puck until he had swiped it from Mitchell and flicked it 
past backup Cale Morris from close range. 

“He’s a guy who’s probably going to stick out more in the 
playoffs just because of the way he plays,” said Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. “He goes to the the net. He’s good 
around the net. Wants to score. Wants to win. I’ve said 
before, I know he’s quirky in his own little way, but he’s a 
competitor. He wants to win the hockey game. You don’t find 
those guys on trees very often. When you’ve got a guy who’s 
emotional and a competitor, I’d rather have that and (reel him 
in) a bit than have to get it out of him. He brings it every 
night.” 

WHEN THE WOLVES WIN GAME 1 

Thursday’s Game 1 win marked the 26th time in 49 
postseason series that the Wolves have jumped to a 1-0 
lead. If history is any guide, the Wolves are in a great spot as 
they have gone on to win 23 of 25 series after claiming 
Game 1. That includes all four previous times the Wolves 
captured Game 1 in a best-of-5 series: vs. Manitoba in 1998, 
vs. Manitoba in 1999, vs. Hershey in 2003 and vs. Rochester 
in 2004. 

The only times the Wolves did not go on to take the series 
after taking Game 1: the 2019 Calder Cup Finals against the 
Charlotte Checkers and the 1996 IHL Western Conference 
Semifinals against the Las Vegas Thunder. 

GAME 1 REWIND 

THURSDAY, MAY 12: (AT) CHICAGO 6, ROCKFORD 2 

 After spotting Rockford a 1-0 lead, the Wolves 
scored twice in the final minute of the first period 
and three more times in the second to roll to the 
convincing win in Game 1 of the best-of-5 series. 

 First All-Star Team forward Stefan Noesen led the 
way with 2 goals and 1 assist while forwards Stelio 
Mattheos, Jack Drury and David Gust and 
defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald also scored. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon stopped 18 of 20 shots to 
earn the win. 

By the numbers 

3: When the American Hockey League announced season-
ending awards on May 1 — the day after the regular season 
concluded — the Chicago Wolves swept all three honors. 
Captain Andrew Poturalski claimed the John B. Sollenberger 
Trophy as the league’s leading scorer with 101 points, 
forward Stefan Noesen received the Willie Marshall Award 
as the league’s leader with 48 goals and goaltender Alex 
Lyon won the Harry “Hap” Holmes Memorial Award as the 
only goaltender who appeared in at least 25 games for the 
team with the best goals-against average. The Wolves also 
secured the Macgregor Kilpatrick Trophy as the AHL team 
with the best regular-season points percentage — a 
franchise-record .724 (50-16-5-5). However, the Wolves did 
not win any of the awards — Most Valuable Player, Coach of 
the Year, etc. — determined by the votes cast by coaches, 
players and media members in all 31 AHL cities. 

3: Three Wolves made their professional postseason debuts 
during Thursday’s 6-2 win in Game 1 over Rockford. 
Evanston-born defenseman Joey Keane reaped Second Star 
honors in his first playoff game as he posted 2 assists and a 
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game-high +4 plus/minus rating. Center Jamieson Rees set 
up Stelio Mattheos’ game-winning goal in his debut. Twenty-
year-old Vasili Ponomarev, who joined the Wolves last 
month from Russia, posted a +1 plus/minus rating. 
Interestingly, Ponomarev wasn’t the only 20-year-old picked 
in the second round of the 2020 NHL Draft by the Carolina 
Hurricanes to join the Wolves. The other youngster, Sweden 
native Noel Gunler, played in Thursday’s game as well — but 
he’s in the middle of his second professional playoffs this 
season. He appeared in three games for Brynas IF in the 
Swedish Hockey League playoffs during March before 
coming to Chicago. 

4: Thursday’s 6-2 victory tied for the largest goal differential 
in a postseason game between the Wolves and IceHogs. 
Chicago claimed a 7-3 victory in Game 2 of the West 
Division Finals on May 3, 2008 — highlighted by a pair of 
Darren Haydar goals — but Rockford recovered with a 5-1 
win in Game 5 of that series. The Wolves have not won any 
postseason game by more than four goals since June 4, 
2008 — a 6-1 triumph over Wilkes-Barre/Scranton in Game 3 
of the 2008 Calder Cup Finals. 

50: With a 3-2 win over Rockford in the regular-season finale 
on April 30, this Wolves squad became the fourth in 
franchise history to reach 50 wins in the regular season. 
Each of the other three (1997-98, 1999-2000 and 2007-08) 
went on to win the league championship. This year’s team 
led the AHL with its +67 goal differential. That ranks third on 
the all-time franchise list behind the 2006-07 offensive 
powerhouse (+79) and the 2007-08 Calder Cup champions 
(+74). 

94: Goaltender Alex Lyon earned the win Thursday night — 
his first postseason triumph in exactly four years. However, 
that’s not the game from the 2018 Calder Cup Playoffs for 
which he’ll always be remembered. On May 9, Lyon stopped 
94 of 95 shots for Lehigh Valley as the Phantoms outlasted 

the Charlotte Checkers to win the longest game in AHL 
history. Lehigh Valley won 6:48 into the fifth overtime. Lyon 
finished strong as he rejected Charlotte’s final 79 shots over 
119 minutes, 56 seconds — essentially delivering back-to-
back shutouts in the same game. 

423: Since the Wolves played their first game on Oct. 1, 
1994, a total of 727 players have suited up for Chicago. 
When 22-year-old goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov made his 
NHL debut April 23, he became the 423rd Wolves player to 
play in the NHL. That makes 58.2 percent of all Wolves 
players — and 70 percent of all Wolves goalies (49 of 70). 

THE CENTRAL DIVISION SEMIFINALS SCHEDULE 

 DATE SITE TIME TICKETS/HIGHLIGHTS 

Game 
1 

Thursday, 
May 12 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 
p.m. 

CHI 6, RFD 2  

Game 
2 

Saturday, 
May 14 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 
p.m. 

Game 2 (Playoff Beer 
Special) 

Game 
3 

Sunday, 
May 15 

MetroCentre 
4 
p.m. 

 

Game 
4* 

Tuesday, 
May 17 

MetroCentre 
7 
p.m. 

 

Game 
5* 

Thursday, 
May 19 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 
p.m. 

Game 5 (if necessary) 

*—if necessary 

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261437477.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261423562.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261402602.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261400212.html 

https://theathletic.com/3310948/2022/05/13/carolina-hurricanes-playoffs-game-7-raleighwood/ 
https://theathletic.com/3310607/2022/05/13/nhl-power-rankings-2/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/here-is-the-hurricanes-successful-history-in-game-7-playoff-games/20280269/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/game-seven-eve-the-final-preparation/c-334049666 

https://www.nhl.com/news/boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes-game-7-preview/c-334055196 
https://www.nhl.com/news/boston-bruins-faceoff-against-carolina-hurricanes-in-game-7/c-334054326 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-boston-north-carolina-hurricanes-7e6413e2d0364fa6b81d42adfb05097a 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-boston-toronto-a08f6fbe9aaa47dc175f20156f6a2dba 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33908877/2022-stanley-cup-playoffs-x-factors-predictions-bruins-hurricanes-lightning-maple-leafs-kings-oilers 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/14/23072305/carolina-hurricanes-vs-boston-bruins-game-7-preview 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/13/23070428/about-last-night-bruins-force-game-7-as-canes-fall-in-boston 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/14/gameday-noesens-made-for-this/ 
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Hurricanes Game 6 loss to Bruins sets stage for ‘Saturday night in 
Raleighwood’ 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 13, 2022 5:18 PM 

 

Andrei Svechnikov of the Carolina Hurricanes has a promotional side to 
him, it seems. 

Looking ahead to Game 7 of the Canes’ playoff series with the Boston 
Bruins, Svechnkov referred to it Friday as “Saturday Night in 
Raleighwood.” 

Granted, the game has a 4:30 p.m. start Saturday at PNC Arena. But it 
will end some time early Saturday night and Svechnikov is hoping to 
have a lot to celebrate at game’s end. 

“I’m very excited, and we’re not going to look back on what happened but 
focus on the game tomorrow,” Svechnikov said Friday after the Canes 
practiced. “It’s very exciting and it’s going to be Saturday Night in 
Raleighwood and we’re going to be buzzing, for sure.” 

Thursday night in Beantown did not go well for the Hurricanes. The 
Bruins punched out a 5-2 win at TD Garden in Boston to square the best-
of-seven series and force a Game 7. 

“Everyone is bitter, mad and frustrated,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said Friday. “That was not the game we expected to play. But come 
tomorrow that’s old news and it’s what’s in front of you that matters. You 
have to play your best. You don’t win Game 7 unless you play your best.” 

Svechnikov scored both Canes goals Thursday, beating goalie Jeremy 
Swayman with a short-side laser after a Seth Jarvis setup pass, and later 
adding a power-play goal after the Bruins had taken a 5-1 lead. The 
Russian forward will go into his first Game 7 on an uptick. 

“Obviously, for anybody, when you score you feel more confident, same 
as me right now,” Svechnikov said. “I’m going to try and keep that 
confidence tomorrow in the game.” 

TOUGHER TO PLAY OR COACH IN GAME 7S? 

Brind’Amour was asked Saturday which was a bigger challenge, playing 
or coaching in a Game 7. The Canes won the 2006 Stanley Cup in a 
Game 7 showdown with the Edmonton Oilers — Brind’Amour the team 
captain — and won a Game 7 double-overtime thriller against the 
Washington Capitals in 2018-19, Brind’Amour’s first as head coach. 

“Oh man, good question,” he said. “I think coaching because you’re not in 
it, as much as you want to be. You put the plan together, but the guys out 
there have to execute it and obviously that’s a lot more fun.” 

Antti Raanta didn’t sleep well Thursday night after the team flight back 
from Boston. 

It’s that way for a lot of players, and especially goalies. They keep 
replaying the game in their minds, for a goalie a blur of shots and 
constant movement. 

“And especially yesterday,” Raanta said. “You had the chance to take the 
(series) win there and we couldn’t bring our best game. I think that was 
why everybody was feeling bad after the game.” 

Raanta was cleanly beaten by the Bruins’ Brad Marchand on the game’s 
first goal early in the second period. Marchand loaded up a shot to 
Raanta’s left and went high to the glove side, and the Bruins never 
trailed. 

“If you think about yesterday’s game, the first goal was a big one,” said 
Raanta, who had 29 saves. “You really don’t want to give up a short-side 
goal in a game like that.” 

Raanta, who will be starting his first career Game 7, said he would spend 
the rest of Friday relaxing, watching movies or TV shows, saying, “Just 
get your head out of hockey for a little bit.” 

OF NOTE 

▪ Defenseman Brady Skjei was not at practice Saturday but should play 
Sunday. … One line change in the practice had Max Domi returning to 
Vincent Trocheck’s line with winger Teuvo Teravainen, and Martin Necas 
moving back to the fourth line centered by Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 

▪ Raanta has the start of a nice playoff beard. Among the Finns, he’s the 
clear clubhouse leader, although joking that Teravainen is “getting a little 
mustache going.” 
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Hurricanes got away from what made them successful. They have one 
shot to get it back 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED MAY 13, 2022 5:12 PM 

 

Since the moment Rod Brind’Amour was handed the keys and told to do 
his thing, this entire Carolina Hurricanes operation — and all of its 
ensuing success — has been built on foundations anchored in solid 
bedrock. 

From God, to Brind’Amour, to Justin Williams (initially), to Jordan Staal 
and now Sebastian Aho, the tenets of this team have been passed down 
like gospel. They do what they do, they do it consistently, and they do it 
well. They play vertically, relentlessly, moving with speed, forechecking 
with intent, putting opposing defensemen in difficult positions. 
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This is what we talk about when we throw that word “identity” around, 
concepts rooted in the shared belief, unchanging. 

So when Staal looked around in the third period Thursday, as the game 
crumbled around him and his teammates, his appraisal of the situation 
was as damning as it ever could be. 

“It wasn’t us,” Staal said afterward. 

And if the Hurricanes don’t have that, they have nothing. 

Which is how they find themselves playing for their season Saturday, 
hosting Game 7 against the Boston Bruins, trying to get back to the 
identity that earned them that home ice in the first place. 

There’s nowhere to hide from this one. 

“It’s not how we normally do things,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “That’s what you get. We got down and instead of just sticking with 
it we tried to do too much. Playing a team like that, they’re going to make 
you pay if you make those kinds of mistakes.” 

Even in their worst moments in Boston, right through the first period 
Thursday, the Hurricanes could still recognize themselves in the mirror. 
Until Game 6, they had thoroughly dominated at five-on-five, upended on 
the road instead by a lack of discipline and a propensity for patronizing 
the Bruins’ potent power play. 

They opened the door for the Bruins’ savvy veterans to impact the game, 
and Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand left a mark. The Hurricanes 
failed to capitalize on the Bruins playing without their top two 
defensemen in Game 4, and that left a mark as well. 

That changed Thursday, and now, to keep playing, the Hurricanes have 
to get back to playing the game that got them here. 

“We’ve identified the way that we play,” Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin said. “We’ve had a full season of doing it the right way. There are 
lapses throughout the year so we can’t have lapses like that, especially 
during the playoffs. We know our identity as a group and our structure 
and we got away from it.” 

The failure to convert on four second-period power plays, including 
almost a full minute of five-on-three, was catastrophic. But it was less 
worrisome than the way things fell apart in the third period. 

“That’s just not trusting our game, that it works,” Staal said. “Really trying 
to do too much at times. Trying to push for a goal, trying to make that 
extra little play you think might be the difference. That changes quickly 
against a team that kind of thrives off of that going the other way. It’s a 
little bit of that. Obviously, we trust our game and we’re all about and how 
we play, and that wasn’t it.” 

And now the most critical moment of their season has arrived, at a time 
when they need to recapture everything that got them here. This series 
has been a home-ice whiplash, veering from one blowout to another, but 
that all goes out the window now. 

The Hurricanes spent an entire season — four seasons, in essence — 
building the foundation they hope to rely upon now. Anything can happen 
in a Game 7. No matter what happens, the Hurricanes just have to be 
themselves. 
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Hurricanes bring perfect Game 7 record into matchup with Bruins 
Saturday at PNC Arena 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 13, 2022 10:00 AM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes haven’t lost a Game 7 in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs since the franchise moved to North Carolina. 

The Canes won the Cup in a Game 7 no one will ever forget. They 
earned the chance to play for the Cup in 2006 by winning a Game 7. 

When the Hurricanes host the Boston Bruins on Saturday in Game 7 of 
their first-round playoff series on Saturday at PNC Arena, the statistic will 
repeated time and again: The Canes are 5-0 in Game 7s. 

And, one of those Game 7 wins was over the Boston Bruins. 

Here’s a look: 

HURRICANES GAME 7S 

June 19, 2006 

Stanley Cup finals 

Canes 3, Edmonton Oilers 1 

PNC Arena, Raleigh 

Canes fans were standing and cheering before the game and never sat 
down. Aaron Ward had the game’s first goal and Frantisek Kaberle a 
power-play score as defensemen gave the Canes a 2-0 lead before 
Fernando Pisani scored early in the third period for the Oilers. Rookie 
goalie Cam Ward stopped Pisani’s rebound attempt late in regulation and 
Justin Williams’ empty-netter sealed a 3-1 victory. Canes captain Rod 
Brind’Amour, then 35, was soon lifting the Stanley Cup over his head. 

June 1, 2006 

Eastern Conference finals 

Hurricanes 4, Buffalo Sabres 2 

PNC Arena, Raleigh 

The Hurricanes trailed entering the final period after Jochen Hecht’s goal 
for Buffalo with five seconds left in the second. But Doug Weight’s goal 
early in the third tied the score. The Canes would get the winning goal 
from their captain, Rod Brind’Amour, on a power play. 

May 14, 2009 

Eastern Conference semifinals 

Hurricanes 3, Boston Bruins 2 (OT) 

TD Garden, Boston 

Scott Walker had never scored a playoff goal until the one that sent the 
forward wildly skating around the ice, being pursued by jubilant 
teammates. His goal at 18:46 of overtime, Walker batting the puck past 
goalie Tim Thomas, gave the Canes a 3-2 victory over the top seeds in 
the East. 

April 28, 2009 

Eastern Conference first round 

Hurricanes 4, New Jersey Devils 3 

Prudential Center, Newark, NJ 

Forever the “Shock at the Rock.” The Devils, behind goalie Martin 
Brodeur, led 3-2 in the final two minutes of regulation, but Jussi Jokinen’s 
goal with 1:20 left tied the score and Eric Staal then ripped a shot from 
the right circle between Brodeur’s blocker and pads with 31.7 seconds 
left for the stunning 4-3 victory. 

Eastern Conference first round 

Hurricanes 4, Washington Capitals 3 (2 OT) 

Capital One Arena, Washington 
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Brock McGinn stamped his name into Hurricanes history with his goal in 
the second overtime as the Caps, the 2018 Stanley Cup champions, 
were eliminated. McGinn deflected in a centering pass from Canes 
captain Justin Williams, known as “Mr. Game 7,” at 11:05 of the second 
OT for the 4-3 victory in Rod Brind’Amour’s first playoff series as the 
Canes’ head coach. 
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For Hurricanes, Game 7 with Bruins could be dream finish or nightmarish 
end 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 13, 2022 4:40 PM 

 

Nino Niederreiter relishes the thought of being in a Game 7 in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs. 

“As a kid you dream about playing these games,” the Carolina 
Hurricanes forward said Thursday night. 

The Game 7 part, for sure. Legends and heroes can be made in Game 
7’s. Just ask Justin Williams. 

But it’s doubtful that a part of Niederreiter’s dream, or any kid’s dream, 
would go something like this: 

Win the first two games of a best-of-seven series at home, with the idea 
of finishing things off quickly and neatly. Then, lose three of the next four 
games. Then, be backed into the position of having to win Game 7 at 
home to prevent what would be a horribly depressing end to what has 
been a special, record-breaking season. 

“No,” Niederreiter said. “But at end of the day, Game 7, there’s nothing 
like it.” 

But that Bruins demon who wears No. 63, the mercurial Brad Marchand, 
wouldn’t let it happen. The Bruins’ proud captain, Patrice Bergeron, 
wouldn’t let it happen. The Bruins took their best shot, as a team, on 
Thursday and it was more than enough in a 5-2 win that squared the 
series 3-3. 

The Bruins now are headed to Raleigh confident they can win one more 
game and the series, well aware PNC Arena will be rocking again, aware 
the Canes are a tough, proud team. 

The Hurricanes had a complete-game victory in Game 5. Everyone did 
their part. But it was just the reverse Thursday as the lineup moves made 
by Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy clicked and special teams were a 
difference. 

The Canes did dodge one potential nightmare when Sebastian Aho was 
flattened on an open-ice hit by defenseman Charlie McAvoy. Aho was 
briefly down on the ice after the clean but hard hit, grabbing his helmet 
with both hands — a scary sight for the Canes. 

“We know how much he means to our team,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said. “But he’s a tough kid, a warrior.” 

Aho was OK. He popped up, skated to the bench and didn’t miss a shift. 

“It caught me off-guard,” Aho said of the hit. “It’s playoff hockey. You 
have to expect those.” 

Others pluses for the Canes in a tough loss: Andrei Svechnikov, who can 
be streaky good, scored twice. And goalie Antti Raanta made his share 
of tough saves until things became helter-skelter for the Canes in the 

third and he was under siege. Both could be difference-makers Saturday 
and the Canes might need them to be. 

All that’s good for motivational reminders, but it comes into play in a 
Game 7, with everything riding on it. A team must prove it’s good 
enough, and earn it. 

Rod Brind’Amour has been a part of it, as a player and Canes captain 
and now as their head coach. He remembers the ultimate pressure of 
Game 7 against the Edmonton Oilers in 2006, with the Stanley Cup 
awaiting the winner that June night in Raleigh. 

“You don’t know how it’s going to work out, but the good news we have 
another game to play,” Brind’Amour said Thursday. 

The Canes, the Metropolitan Division winners, won more games and had 
more points this season than the 2006 champs. They, too, believe they 
can contend for the Cup. 

But here they are, needing a Game 7 win to advance to the second 
round. 

“It’s Game 7 and anything can happen,” team captain Jordan Staal said 
Thursday. “We love playing at home in front of our fans and obviously a 
big boost for us.” 

But loud fans won’t be enough. The Canes will need to execute — as 
they like to say, play “their game.” 

“You need everybody,” Staal said. “You need everyone playing detailed 
hockey and eliminating your mistakes as best you can and just trusting in 
our game.” 
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Hurricanes hyped for Game 7: ‘Saturday night in Raleighwood … we’re 
going to be buzzing’ 

 

Sara Civian5-7 minutes 13/05/2022 

 

Andrei Svechnikov greeted the media at PNC Arena on Friday with his 
ever-genuine smile. 

Maybe you were expecting a scowl after Thursday’s 5-2 loss in Game 6 
in Boston. Coach Rod Brind’Amour wasn’t. 

“Everyone’s bitter, mad and frustrated,” he said. “That was not the kind of 
game we expected to play. But come tomorrow, that’s all old news.” 

Old news, and the coach wants the Hurricanes focused instead on what 
comes next: Game 7 at home on Saturday. So despite the missed 
opportunities on the road throughout this series, Svechnikov chose to 
smile. 

Don’t get it twisted. He and the rest of the Hurricanes are not taking what 
happened in their lackluster Game 6 loss lightly. They’re just moving on. 

“It’s going to be very exciting,” Svechnikov said of his first career Game 
7. “It’s going to be Saturday night in Raleighwood, so we’re going to be 
buzzing, for sure.” 

Svechnikov has imposed his size and strength on the Bruins throughout 
the series, but the Canes needed a bit more from him on the scoring front 
prior to Game 6. He delivered with two goals at TD Garden, but that was 
one of only two bright spots in the 5-2 loss. 

The other was Antti Raanta, who has been generally solid throughout this 
series in relief of Freddie Andersen, who is still nowhere to be found. 
Raanta made 29 saves on 34 shots, but as always in this series, the 
goals allowed were not reflective of the goaltending performance. Other 
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than the first Bruins goal, which he admitted he would like back, Raanta 
was solid. He kept the game close through the second period, when they 
still had an opportunity to win, and he slowed the bleeding in the third. 

Raanta is set to make his Game 7 debut along with Svechnikov on 
Saturday. Any changes to the pregame routine? 

“It’s a 4:30 game. I’m going to try to get a good night’s sleep, wake up 
and start preparing,” Raanta said. “Mostly, for me, nap time is tough 
when the game has more meaning. I think (the early start) is good. I 
won’t have time to try to take a nap. When you go to the game, it’s all 
about (knowing) it’s just a game. Right now, you try to relax a bit. When 
you wake up tomorrow, it’s a new day.” 

“Just going to grab lunch, take a nap and drive to the game,” Svechnikov 
added. 

Come on, there’s gotta be more to it. Any superstitions? 

“I would say yes,” he said. “But it’s a secret. Big secret.” 

At this point, there’s likely nothing the players can change that will impact 
the team in a positive way. 

We’ve seen the potential this team has in regular-season games against 
top opponents such as Colorado, Tampa Bay and Boston. We’ve also 
seen it play down to Detroit, Columbus and New Jersey. On an individual 
basis, the Canes have had plenty of opportunities to make minor tweaks 
after those gut-check losses. 

Saturday will likely look more like a showcase of the small changes made 
over the course of a season than one magical line change that shocks 
the world. Deep down, we all know that one change won’t answer the 
existential question: Is this team really what we think it is? 

Svechnikov can’t remember if he’d ever played in a Game 7 before his 
professional career, and maybe that’s for the best. The young star will 
need to step up, as he did in Game 6, so he doesn’t need ghosts of 
Game 7s past haunting him. 

A few other notes as we close in on the do-or-die game: 

• Brind’Amour said Friday that Sebastian Aho is fine and hasn’t needed 
any checkups after the hit from Charlie McAvoy. If he really isn’t banged 
up, the Hurricanes are going to need much more out of him. No pressure, 
but this Game 7 could become a defining moment in his career. He 
usually seems to thrive in pressure, though, which is why a Game 6 
featuring zero goals, zero assists, zero shots on goal, a minus-2 rating, a 
penalty and a few notable giveaways was so confusing. In terms of his 
Game 7 history, Aho had a huge goal, a team-leading five shots and led 
all Hurricanes forwards with 32:40 of ice time against the Capitals in 
2019 in two overtimes. 

• Brind’Amour also said he doesn’t see “any changes” with the lineup. As 
much as we hand-wring about this, I think the current combinations are 
the best iteration of the team. I say go for it, and if you need to make in-
game changes, act accordingly. The ball is in the Hurricanes’ court again 
with last change when it matters most. At the same time, the Bruins have 
had success with their lineup changes. The line of Taylor Hall, Erik Haula 
and David Pastrnak was the difference-maker in Game 6, and now the 
Canes have two lines they need to monitor extra hard. 

• We haven’t thought much about Andersen throughout the series 
because goaltending somehow hasn’t been a huge deal and Raanta has 
done well. But ahead of Game 7, you have to wonder where his head’s 
at. And could goaltending have been a big deal in a positive way had he 
been healthy? Would this have been the year he shook the Round 1 
and/or Game 7 reputation? I guess it’s pointless to wonder. 

• Patrice Bergeron will play his 13th Game 7, the most of any forward in 
NHL history. Brind’Amour has been saying the entire series that while 
veteran presence obviously matters, sometimes bright eyes and bushy 
tails such as Seth Jarvis, Raanta and Svechnikov have an advantage 
because they can’t conceptualize how big the moment truly is. On 
Saturday, we’ll see which mentality prevails. 
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Patrice Bergeron on Game 7: ‘That’s why you play the game.’ 

 

By Julian Benbow Globe Staff,Updated May 13, 2022, 5:53 p.m. 

 

After 18 years in the league and 13 trips to the postseason, Bruins 
captain Patrice Bergeron has played in more Game 7s than he can 
remember. 

When he takes the ice Saturday at PNC Arena for the Bruins’ winner-
take-all matchup against the Carolina Hurricanes, it will be the 14th time 
he’s stared down a Game 7. 

“You enjoy it,” Bergeron said. “That’s why you play the game. That’s the 
biggest thing. Make sure you relish the moment and you make the most 
of it honestly. Obviously, the adrenaline and the energy and everything is 
always increased. That being said, it’s still a game of hockey.” 

“Game 7′s always like that,” Bergeron said. “It’s always a game of inches 
and a bounce here or there can make the difference. What I’ve learned 
most is to stick with it, stay the course from the first minute until the end. 
It’s not always easy to do but I think it’s the biggest thing you have to 
concentrate on.” 

The Bruins have been in 28 Game 7s in franchise history. They’re 15-13 
in those games, but 1-4 in Game 7s on the road. 

Bergeron’s experienced many of the highs and heartbreaks. 

“Obviously, you try to remember the good ones,” he said. “But that 
means obviously the ones that stick the most are the not-so-good ones ... 
I think it’s a little bit of both. We try to see the glass half full, try to 
remember some of the good ones. But obviously it makes you hungrier 
when you think about the other ones.” 

Bruce Cassidy counting on composure 

It hasn’t been lost on Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy that before Game 6, 
nearly two-thirds of the Hurricanes’ power play opportunities came at 
PNC Arena. 

“Is that an oddity, you think?” Cassidy said. 

But instead of dwelling on the calls (the Bruins have only been on the 
power play 11 times on the road in this series), he’s driven the point 
home to his team about the importance of not overreacting. 

“That’s where we got to keep our composure,” Cassidy said. “We can’t 
control what’s called for or against us. But if we do get called, we’ve got 
to make sure our kill is solid and structured and taking away what they’re 
trying to do.” 

Game 6 was the first time the Hurricanes didn’t have a first-period power-
play opportunity. Cassidy said part of keeping it that way in Game 7 is 
staying disciplined. 

“We’ve got to help ourselves,” he said. “Stay away from the stick fouls. 
Anything after the whistle, those type of things have not gone our way. 
So we’ve got to get out of there after the whistles. That’s the message to 
the guys. I thought we did a better job up there last time with that.” 

Inevitably, breaks won’t go the Bruins’ way, but Cassidy said they’ll have 
to stay the course. 

“There’s going to be times where both teams are going to get tested,” 
Cassidy said. “That’s just the nature. It’s a high-intensity game. There’s a 
lot of emotion. Things are going to go our way at times. Things are going 
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to go their way. And typically the team that gets back to their game 
quickly and doesn’t let it get away, they’re the ones that that do well.” 

Evening start 

The 4:30 p.m. puck drop is an oddity for both teams. It will be the first 
time either team’s played a 4:30 game this season. 

“I don’t think it’ll affect much in a Game 7,” Cassidy said. “Guys are going 
to find a way to be ready on both sides.” 

Typically, that’s the time the Bruins board the team bus to get to the 
arena. 

“It’s the same for both teams though, right?” Cassidy said. “They’ve got 
to go through it.” 

A team might be able to handle a schedule shakeup better when they’re 
on the road, Cassidy said. At home, the slightest change — for instance 
a player trying to take his pregame nap at a different time but can’t 
because his children still want to play — can throw off a routine. 

“You laugh, but that’s what happens with some of the older guys,” 
Cassidy said. “They’re so routine that their kids get routine. So 
sometimes when you’re on the road, it’s a little easier because you don’t 
have that.” 

Of course, there can always be situations like last year when the Bruins 
were on Long Island and there was a tailgate outside their hotel. 

“Fire alarms and everything,” Cassidy said. “So sometimes it’s an 
advantage to be on the road because you’re just by yourself.” 
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Bruins goaltender Jeremy Swayman will bring his youthful enthusiasm — 
and unwavering confidence — to Game 7 

 

By Tara Sullivan Globe Staff,Updated May 13, 2022, 9:36 a.m. 

 

When you’re 23 years old with energy to burn, you can emerge from 60 
minutes of tense, tight playoff hockey and bound into a postgame 
interview room looking as if you’d done little more than take a walk 
around the TD Garden rink. 

When you’re 23 years old, you can bounce up a couple of steps to an 
interview table with the gusto of a kid on an afterschool playground, and 
proceed to fold your 6-foot-2-inch frame into a folding chair as if you’d 
just come out of a yoga class and not Game 6 in a Stanley Cup playoff 
series. 

When you’re 23 years old, you can look back on a night in which your 23 
saves anchored a 5-2 Bruins victory and feel proud that you more than 
justified your coach’s decision to keep you in net after a pretty tough loss 
in Game 5. Because when you’re 23 years old and you have the Boston 
hockey world in your hands the way Jeremy Swayman does at the 
moment, everything is fun, even an upcoming do-or-die Game 7 in 
hostile Carolina. 

When you are Jeremy Swayman, you look at that game and those stakes 
and say simply, with a smile, “I can’t wait.” 

Of all the tests the Bruins had to pass Thursday night against the 
Hurricanes to stave off elimination in this first round of the playoffs — that 
they could finally score first in one of these games (thank you, Brad 
Marchand), that they could rediscover the special teams advantage they 
know wins them games (thank you dominating penalty kill), that they 
could maintain composure when the stakes were their highest (thank you 
Erik Haula for pushing a 2-1 third-period lead to 3-1) — no one had more 

to prove than Swayman. Because no one was less of a known quantity 
than the second-year pro. 

After a season spent sharing top duties with Linus Ullmark (with a brief 
interruption by the now-retired Tuukka Rask) and after a series that 
began with Ullmark starting Games 1 and 2, Swayman got the nod from 
coach Bruce Cassidy for Game 3 at home. Four games and three wins 
later, he’s making a case to stay there. It’s a story he has authored 
before, one that starts with him somewhere behind the starting line, cast 
in a backup role, only to eventually pass the leader and maintain his lead. 
He did it in his junior hockey days growing up in Alaska, he did it at the 
University of Maine, always proving himself. 

Saturday, he gets to do it again, this time amid the kind of stakes he only 
dreamed about across all those other stops. Really, he dreamed about it. 
How many times, you ask? 

“Countless,” he said. “It’s a dream come true.” 

The reality of sports insists that one person’s dream becomes someone 
else’s nightmare, and there is no guarantee Swayman will end up on the 
right side of this hugely challenging hockey equation. As good as the 
Bruins have been at home is as bad as they’ve been in Carolina, where 
the ugly confluence of early deficits, deafening noise, poorly timed 
penalties, and overall sluggishness has tilted the ice so far in the 
Hurricanes’ favor they might as well have been skiing rather than skating. 
But the reality of Game 7s also has a way of erasing recent history in 
favor of emphasizing only the present. 

And that is a skill the young Swayman has shown he possesses. 

“He’s a young kid that doesn’t seem to get fazed by the time of year,” 
Cassidy said. “We’ll see how it’ll go going forward, the biggest one of the 
year obviously. Everyone loves a Game 7. He’s played pretty well the 
last three games, especially at home. We’ve talked about this before, 
how often can you run with him, when you’re up against it, you got to do 
what you do. 

“I’m just glad he wasn’t under a barrage all night.” 

This time, the Bruins helped him out by getting that first goal in the 
second period, but he did his part by stopping all 11 shots he saw in the 
first. But this kid? He probably would have enjoyed a barrage. For him, 
the moment is all that matters. And to him, the moment doesn’t change 
whether it’s early October or late May, whether it’s Game 1 or Game 7, 
whether it’s against the Hurricanes or Boston University. 

“It’s no bigger or smaller than any game I’ve played before and I want to 
make sure I’m coming with that mentality,” Swayman said. 

“I’m just making sure I’m going day by day, having a quick memory, win 
or loss, and moving on the next day. Right now the focus is on recovery, 
getting a good night’s sleep and getting a good breakfast tomorrow. 
That’s all I care about. It’s a fun atmosphere to be a part of, it’s fun to be 
a part of the Bruins organization, with the city behind us. I couldn’t ask for 
much more.” 

The Bruins are asking plenty of him now, to anchor the net behind a 
group of veterans like Marchand and Patrice Bergeron, guys who are so 
much further down the career road and know the number of playoff 
opportunities are dwindling, guys who share their wisdom and leadership 
with the likes of a young goalie, one who wants nothing more than to pay 
it back tenfold. 

“It wouldn’t be the same without those two,” Swayman said. “There’s no 
question why they are as good as they are, and the praise they get. I’m 
so grateful to be in the same locker room with them, wearing the same 
jersey. We’re going to do whatever we can to make sure we win Game 7 
for those guys.” 
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Game 7 of Bruins-Hurricanes series set for Saturday afternoon 

 

By Matt Pepin Globe Staff,Updated May 13, 2022, 7:41 a.m. 

 

Game 7 of the Bruins-Hurricanes series on Saturday will begin at 4:30 
p.m., the NHL announced early Friday morning, and it will kick off a 
tripleheader of games that decide a first-round playoff series. 

Bruins-Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C., will be followed by Game 7 of the 
Lightning-Maple Leafs series in Toronto at 7 p.m. Game 7 of the Oilers-
Kings series in Edmonton is the nightcap at 10 p.m. 

In the Bruins-Hurricanes series, the home team has prevailed in the first 
six games. Boston is 15-13 in Game 7s, with its last appearance in one 
being the 2019 Stanley Cup Final – a loss to the St. Louis Blues. 
Carolina is 5-3 in Game 7s in franchise history. 

Game 7 of the Bruins-Hurricanes series will be televised on NESN and 
ESPN. 

Three teams that were trailing in their series all forced Game 7s on 
Thursday. The Bruins defeated the Hurricanes, 5-2, while the defending 
Stanley Cup champion Lightning needed overtime to post a 4-3 victory 
over the Maple Leafs and the Oilers avoided elimination with a 4-2 win 
over the Kings. 
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Patrice Bergeron is no stranger to Game 7 

 

Steve Conroy5-6 minutes 13/05/2022 

 

Patrice Bergeron has not played a full season’s worth of Game 7s in his 
18-year career with the Bruins. It only seems that way. 

Going into Saturday’s Game 7 against the Carolina Hurricanes, Bergeron 
has played in 12 previous ones, going 6-6 thus far. He has experienced 
the highest of highs and the lowest of lows. He scored two goals in the 
Bruins’ 2011 Stanley Cup-winning Game 7 in Vancouver (the last of three 
Game 7 wins in that magical run) and his overtime goal against Toronto 
in 2013 — eliciting former radio play-by-play man Dave Goucher’s call of 
“Bergeron! Bergeron! Bergeron!” — is arguably second only to Bobby 
Orr’s Cup-clinching flying goal in 1970 in Bruins mythology. 

Bergeron also was on the losing end of the B’s soul-crushing collapse 
against the Flyers in 2010, when they had a 3-0 series lead and a 3-0 
lead in Game 7. He’s suffered overtime losses at home to Carolina 
(2009) and Washington (2012). And, of course, there was the most 
recent Game 7, the Garden loss to St. Louis in 2019 in the Finals. 

So he’s seen a thing or two, Bergeron has. And the thing he has learned 
the most about these do-or-die games — the ones that have the normal 
folks at home gnawing on throw pillows with their hearts beating out of 
their chests with the anxiety they can induce — is just embrace it 

“You’ve got to enjoy it. That’s why you play the game,” said Bergeron on 
Friday before the B’s chartered to Raleigh, N.C. “That’s the biggest thing 
about it. Make sure you relish the moment and make the most of it. 
Obviously the adrenaline and energy is always increased. But that said, 
it’s still the game of hockey.” 

Bergeron’s first Game 7 was in his rookie season in 2004, when the B’s 
had a 3-1 series lead only to lose to Montreal 2-0 at home in the last 
game. It was then that Bergeron began storing his wisdom for moments 
like this. 

“When you’re younger, you think you’re going to have many cracks at it. 
And that’s something that even (former B’s coach and current Penguins 
coach) Mike Sullivan, back in the day, told me. ‘It goes fast,’” said 
Bergeron. “And it’s cliché, but it does go fast and you’re going to wish 
that you paid more attention. … You want to seize the opportunities that 
are right in front of you rather than thinking about next year if it doesn’t 
work out. That’s something I’ve tried to share over the last few years as I 
get older. You don’t have great teams very often, teams that can actually 
do it. It doesn’t happen all the time. It’s not like every year that you feel 
good about your team. You’ve got to make sure you’re engaged and be 
ready to make the most of it.” 

At 36, with his playoff beard already in full sprout and his battered right 
eye area looking nasty, Bergeron right now looks like the mold from 
which all “grizzled veterans” are made. 

But as much as he tries to impart the things he’s learned along the way 
to his less experienced teammates, it doesn’t hurt to have some guys 
who don’t know any better. After all, when the B’s won the Cup in 2011, 
Brad Marchand — attached at the hip with Bergeron ever since that 
season — was a brash rookie who just played with a joyous ferocity that 
was pivotal for that team. 

HUG IT OUT: Patrice Bergeron celebrates with Tim Thomas after the B's 
beat the Canucks in Game 7 last night to win the Stanley Cup. 

HUG IT OUT: Patrice Bergeron celebrates with Tim Thomas after the B’s 
beat the Canucks in Game 7 last night to win the Stanley Cup. 

When the B’s take the ice at PNC Arena on Saturday at 4:30 p.m., much 
of their hopes will be resting on the shoulders of a young rookie from 
Alaska, goalie Jeremy Swayman, who seems to have been walking 
around all season with a perma-smile. 

That’s not a bad thing, either. 

“It goes both ways,” said Bergeron. “I’m trying to talk about the 
experience that I have, but those guys bring the energy and 
youthfulness. They’re just happy to be there and just want to play the 
game and be at their best. And I think it’s good sometimes to have that 
mindset as well, to just go out there and play well, play the game of 
hockey. Just like we did when we were teenagers. It goes both ways 
sometimes. It’s a good reminder when you see guys with smiles on their 
faces, guys like (David Pastrnak) or Sway or (Connor) Clifton or (Anton) 
Blidh, all the guys who’ve been around who are still young in the league. 
It’s nice to have both sides and learn from both sides.” 

Many players have said that they hate losing more than they love 
winning. But as Bergeron suits up for what could be his final game — he 
does not have a contract for next year because he has not decided if he 
wants to continue his Hall of Fame career — he had a difficult time 
weighing those highs and lows against each other. 

“Obviously, you try to remember the good ones, right?” he said with a 
chuckle. “But the ones that sting the most are the not-so-good ones. 
Tough question. Hard to give you an answer. I think it’s probably a little 
bit of both. You try to see the glass half full and you try to reminisce on 
the good ones. But it also makes you hungrier when you think about the 
other ones.” 

Whether Bergeron ultimately feeds on the positive or negative energy, 
he’s got a reservoir of both from which to draw. 
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Why Bruins' great response to adversity in Game 6 should help them in 
Game 7 

 

Nick Goss4-5 minutes 
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BOSTON -- The Bruins forced a Game 7 in their first-round series 
against the Hurricanes with a dominant 5-2 win in Thursday night's Game 
6 at TD Garden, but don't let the final score fool you, the home team did 
have to weather some adversity. 

The B's built a 2-0 lead with a pair of goals in the second period. Through 
40 minutes, it looked like Boston would cruise to another victory. 

But the Hurricanes weren't finished yet. They scored just 3:24 into the 
third period when Andrei Svechnikov beat Bruins goalie Jeremy 
Swayman to trim the deficit in half with a lot of hockey still to play. 

The Bruins' response was perfect.  

They didn't panic. They didn't let the Hurricanes build on their 
momentum. They kept pushing and their effort was rewarded with a 
pivotal goal from Erik Haula four minutes later to increase the lead to 3-1. 
Haula's goal came after an extended shift in the attacking zone during 
which Boston won multiple puck battles and wore down the 'Canes 
before Charlie McAvoy found the veteran center with a pretty pass to the 
front of the net. 

The Bruins began to pour it on from there, ultimately scoring twice more 
before securing a 5-2 victory to force a decisive Game 7 in Carolina on 
Saturday night. But it was that 4-minute sequence after the Hurricanes' 
first goal that really impressed B's head coach Bruce Cassidy, and he 
believes the resiliency the team showed during that stretch will serve 
them well in hostile territory this weekend. 

"Tonight it's 2-0 and kind of a broken play they score and all of a sudden, 
third period it's 2-1. I thought our guys -- it was probably one of the best 
things we did tonight was respond after they made it 2-1," Cassidy said. 
"Earlier this year, we'd have to fight through that longer. Right away we 
came right back down, played the right way, managed the puck and 
scored the next goal.  

"That's a good sign which will carry over into to Game 7 should it happen 
again. If they score the first goal, or if something bad happens, penalty 
calls or a 5-on-3, you got to keep playing. I think that will help us a lot." 

The Bruins did not respond well to adversity in their three losses at PNC 
Arena this series. 

In Game 1, the Hurricanes opened the scoring in the second period and 
doubled their lead 130 seconds later. The Bruins cut the deficit to 2-1 in 
the third period, but a bad pinch by Matt Grzelcyk sprung a 2-on-1 rush 
that the 'Canes buried en route to a 5-1 victory. 

In Game 2, Carolina again scored the first goal in the opening period and 
doubled its lead less than two minutes later. A similar scenario unfolded 
in Game 5 when the 'Canes scored twice in a six-minute span during the 
first period and cruised to a 5-2 win. 

Game 6 was a different story. The Bruins easily could have buckled 
under the pressure of having just a one-goal lead in the third period while 
facing elimination against an opponent which, at that point, had scored 
20 (!) goals in the series. 

The Bruins instead raised their compete level and attention to detail. 
They didn't give up puck possession easily and pushed hard for an 
insurance goal. It was the type of response you'd expect from a veteran-
led team with guys who've won a Stanley Cup like Patrice Bergeron and 
Brad Marchand. 

It's the type of mindset the B's must carry into Game 7 in a building 
they've yet to win at in four tries this season. The Bruins will face 
adversity Saturday night, and whether they respond like they did in Game 
6 will go a long way in determining their fate. 
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Bruins have tons of Game 7 experience, but winning in Carolina is huge 
challenge 

 

Nick Goss3-4 minutes 

 

No team in the NHL has more Game 7 experience than the Boston 
Bruins, whether you look at the entire history of the Stanley Cup Playoff 
or the last 15 years. 

The Bruins defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 5-2 in Thursday night's 
Game 6 at TD Garden to force a decisive Game 7 at PNC Arena on 
Saturday night. It will be Boston's 29th Game 7, the most of any 
franchise. A favorable result this weekend would give them a record 16 
Game 7 wins. 

Why Bruins' great response to adversity in Game 6 should help them in 
Game 7 

The B's are 0-3 in Raleigh during this first-round series and have been 
outscored 15-4 in those losses. The last time they won Game 6 at home 
and then Game 7 on the road was the 2011 Stanley Cup Final. Boston 
ended its 39-year championship drought with a 4-0 win over the 
Vancouver Canucks. 

That triumph was the Bruins' best Game 7 of the last 15 years. There 
have been some other high points, including a historic third-period 
comeback and overtime win versus the Toronto Maple Leafs in 2013. 
The lows are pretty memorable, too, most notably a 4-1 loss to the St. 
Louis Blues in Game 7 of the 2019 Stanley Cup Final on home ice. 

Beginning with the 2007-08 season, the Bruins have reached the playoffs 
13 times in a 15-year span, including the current run. Saturday night's 
matchup in Carolina will be the Bruins' 13th Game 7 over that stretch. 
The B's are 6-6 in those games. 

Here's a recap of the results: 

2007-08: Lost to Canadiens 5-0 on the road in Round 1 

2008-09: Lost to Hurricanes 3-2 (OT) at home in Round 2 

2009-10: Lost to Flyers 4-3 at home in Round 2 

2010-11: Beat Canadiens 4-3 (OT) at home in Round 1 

2010-11: Beat Lightning 1-0 at home in East Final 

2010-11: Beat Canucks 4-0 on the road in SCF 

2011-12: Lost to Capitals 2-1 (OT) at home in Round 1 

2012-13: Beat Leafs 5-4 (OT) at home in Round 1 

2013-14: Lost to Canadiens 3-1 at home in Round 2 

2017-18: Beat Leafs 7-4 at home in Round 1 

2018-19: Beat Leafs 5-1 at home in Round 1 

2018-19: Lost to Blues 4-1 at home in SCF 

Teams that tied a series 3-3 to force a Game 7 own an all-time series 
record of 88-96. The Bruins are 1-11 all-time in series during which they 
trailed 3-2 and didn't have home ice advantage. Boston's road record in 
Game 7s overall is 1-4.  

The Bruins have played awful in Raleigh this series, but a bunch of 
players on their roster have competed in multiple Game 7s and know 
what it's like to win them. That experience should serve them well 
Saturday night. 
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Bruins takeaways: Marchand leads 5-2 win vs. Hurricanes as B's force 
Game 7 

 

Nick Goss4-5 minutes 

 

BOSTON -- Game 7 will be needed to determine a winner in the first-
round playoff series between the Bruins and Hurricanes. 

Boston staved off elimination with a 5-2 win over Carolina in Thursday 
night's Game 6 at TD Garden. 

The home team has won every matchup in this series. The Bruins have 
outscored the Hurricanes 14-6 in the three games played at the Garden. 
Carolina has outscored Boston 15-4 in the three matchups played at 
PNC Arena. 

Can the Bruins break that home ice trend in Game 7 on Saturday night? 

Before looking ahead to that decisive matchup, here are three takeaways 
from Bruins-Hurricanes Game 6. 

1) Brad Marchand again leads the away 

The Bruins opened the scoring for the first time in nine games against the 
Hurricanes (including the regular season) when Brad Marchand beat 
Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta 46 seconds into the second period. 

The goal was Marchand's fourth of the series, which leads all players. 
Each of these goals have been scored in Boston.  

He also picked up an assist on Charlie Coyle's power-play goal late in the 
second period that doubled the Bruins' lead. 

Marchand's 11 points are tied for the most in the first six games of a 
single Bruins playoff run since 1972. There are some impressive names 
on the list below: 

The 33-year-old left winger also has scored the most goals in Bruins 
playoff history when facing elimination: 

Marchand currently leads the playoffs in scoring with 11 points (four 
goals, seven assists). His offensive production is a huge reason why 
Boston forced a Game 7. The challenge for Marchand -- and the rest of 
the Bruins -- is bringing this scoring momentum to PNC Arena in 
Carolina. Marchand has tallied zero goals and only one assist in three 
games in Raleigh this series. 

2) B's penalty kill does its job 

The Bruins went 10-for-10 on the penalty kill in Game 3 and Game 4 at 
the Garden earlier in this series, and this unit again was stellar in Game 6 
with a 5-for-6 showing. 

Boston's penalty kill did a great job blocking shots (four total while 
shorthanded), clogging passing lanes and winning puck battles along the 
boards. As a result, the B's gave up just two shots on net in 9:24 of 
penalty kill time. One of the key moments in the game came midway 
through the second period when the Bruins were down two men for 
almost a minute and prevented the Hurricanes from scoring, thus 
protecting a 1-0 lead. 

The only power-play goal the Bruins gave up came with 2:30 remaining 
in the third and Boston up 5-1. 

The PK hasn't been a strength for the Bruins during the games in 
Carolina this series. The B's allowed four power-play goals in 17 
opportunities in Game 1, Game 2 and Game 5 combined. If the penalty 
kill we saw Thursday night shows up in Game 7, the Bruins will have a 
much better chance of finally winning in Raleigh. 

3) Jeremy Swayman shuts the door 

Swayman made his fourth straight start -- first time he's started that many 
games in a row as a Bruin -- and played fantastic. He made 23 saves on 
25 shots (.920 save percentage) for his third win of the series.  

The rookie netminder made a couple clutch saves in the opening period, 
including one where he made a lunging left pad stop with Carolina 
applying lots of attacking zone pressure. 

Shortly after giving up the Hurricanes' first goal early in the third period, 
Swayman made a phenomenal stop on Martin Necas. The Hurricanes 
winger was all alone in front of the net and Swayman denied his 
backhand attempt that could've tied the score 2-2. 

The Hurricanes did get another goal on the power play, but it only 
trimmed the lead to 5-2 with 2:22 remaining in the third period. 

The Bruins didn't give up a ton of quality scoring chances, but Swayman 
did his job and gave another strong performance to extend the series. 
Expect him to make his first ever Game 7 start on Saturday night. 
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These Bruins players must step up or their season will end vs. 
Hurricanes 

 

Nick Goss5-6 minutes 

 

Stop me if you've heard this before: A lack of secondary scoring is 
proving to be a fatal weakness for the Boston Bruins in a Stanley Cup 
Playoff series. 

The Bruins' top three forwards -- Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and 
David Pastrnak -- scored six of the team's nine goals in its Game 3 and 
Game 4 victories against the Carolina Hurricanes over the weekend.  

Boston's top line played well again in Tuesday night's Game 5 loss at 
PNC Arena, a defeat that has pushed the Original Six franchise to the 
brink of elimination. Even though the Bruins didn't score in the 11:43 of 5-
on-5 ice time that Bergeron and Marchand played, they did tally a 22-12 
edge in shot attempts, a 13-5 advantage in shots on net and a 9-8 lead in 
scoring chances during those minutes.  

The other three lines were awful. There are way too many passengers on 
the Bruins' second, third and fourth lines. 

"I thought Bergeron's line dominated whoever they were against the first 
10 minutes," Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy told reporters after Game 
5. "Marchand was all alone in front. Bergeron had a second chance. 
They were going. 

"At the end of the day, you need the guys behind them following. That's 
what we're looking at, the middle of the order or whatever you want to 
call it. They can bring more offensively, and if not they've got to be tight 
defensively and get the job done at the other end. 

"Some nights if it's your top guys and special teams and goaltending -- 
that was the story in Boston. As long as you're pulling on the rope and 
contributing in some shape or form, we're good with that. Obviously the 
guys who are used to scoring, they want to contribute in that manner, but 
help us win then, if the puck isn't following you. This isn't a middle of the 
year, 'Oh, we'll get through it.' This is a short series, and maybe the next 
one will be kinder to you in those regards. That's the ask right now of 
some of the guys in the middle of our lineup." 

Which specific players outside of the first line need to step up in a major 
way to help the Bruins save their season? 
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Let's run down the list. 

Taylor Hall 

Hall played poorly in Game 5. He tallied just two shots and took a penalty 
that the Hurricanes capitalized on with a power-play goal in the third 
period. Hall also lost sight of Jaccob Slavin right before the Carolina 
defenseman opened the scoring in the first period. 

The Bruins have been outscored 8-1 in the 58:51 of even-strength ice 
time Hall has played in this series. He has scored zero goals with one 
assist during 5-on-5 action over the last four games. 

Hall is a legit top-six forward and a former Hart Trophy winner. There's no 
excuse for him to be such a non-factor offensively at even strength. 

Tomas Nosek 

Nosek has been Boston's worst player in Round 1. Not only is he one of 
the four Bruins forwards who are scoreless through five games, he's 
tallied just four shots. Carolina has a plus-7 edge in scoring chances, a 
plus-4 advantage in shots on net and a 1-0 goal differential during 
Nosek's 41:54 of even-strength ice time.  

Any offense from Nosek would be a major lift for the Bruins. He's been 
absolutely invisible in this series. 

Erik Haula 

Haula didn't land a single shot on net in Game 5 and has tallied just five 
in the whole series. He did pick up an assist on Connor Clifton's goal 
Tuesday night, but it was only his second point of the series. 

All of Haula's 18 goals during the regular season came in his 53 games 
played after Jan. 1. He did a tremendous job generating scoring chances 
for himself and his linemates (mostly Hall and Pastrnak) over that span. 
Haula hasn't made the same impact in this series -- not even close. 

His struggles in Round 1 are making the Bruins' failure to upgrade at 
center before the trade deadline look like a big mistake. 

Nick Foligno 

Foligno was easily the worst offseason addition the Bruins made last 
summer. He scored only two goals in 64 regular season games and has 
been held without a point in the first round. He's also taken two penalties 
and drawn none. 

There's no reason to think Foligno will make any sort of improvement in 
the next two games. Inserting a younger, faster and slightly more skilled 
forward like Trent Frederic or Anton Blidh into the lineup would give the 
fourth line a little more juice. 

Foligno's lack of scoring 

Craig Smith 

Smith is another of the four B's forwards with zero points in five games. 
He's attempted 22 shots and only 10 of them have been on net. The 
Hurricanes have outscored the Bruins 5-0 during Smith's 47:04 of even-
strength ice time. 

Smith has scored just nine goals in 67 career playoff games. He's found 
the back of the net only twice in 15 career postseason games with the 
Bruins.  

Maybe the 32-year-old forward is battling an injury. He was less than 100 
percent early in the season and posted his worst shooting percentage 
(7.6) in the last five years. But even if Smith is fighting something, he 
can't be a complete zero offensively. The Bruins signed him in 2020 free 
agency to be a top-six forward. He hasn't played anywhere near that 
level in this series. 
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Bruins Wrap: Seven Heaven For Bruins, NHL; Canucks Keep Boudreau 
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The Boston Bruins and Carolina Hurricanes will play in one of three 
Game 7’s on Saturday. 

The Bruins got a big boost from Hampus Lindholm in Game 6. 

The Vancouver Canucks are keeping Bruce Boudreau as their head 
coach. 

That, all your Stanley Cup Playoffs news and more in the latest BHN 
Bruins Wrap: 

Boston Bruins 

Boston Bruins defenseman Hampus Lindholm made a huge impact in his 
return to the lineup after missing three games with an upper-body injury. 

It will be a unique 4:30 PM start for Game 7 between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and Boston Bruins in Raleigh on Saturday. 

ICYMI, here’s the Talking Points from the big Game 6 win for Jeremy 
Swayman and the Boston Bruins. 

Also, here’s my take on what this Game 7 means for the veteran duo of 
Brad Marchand and Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron. 

Could Taylor Hall be an x-factor in Game 7 for the Boston Bruins? 

National Hockey Now 

NYI: New York Islanders forward Kieffer Bellows had a strong showing 
for Team USA in a 4-1 win over Latvia in their opener at the World 
Championships in Finland. 

Pitt: The Pittsburgh Penguins will be without goalie Tristan Jarry and 
captain Sidney Crosby when they try to close out the New York Rangers 
again in Game 6 in Pittsburgh. 

Philly: Did the Philadelphia Flyers just make an under the radar signing 
that could have a major impact next season? 

Wash: The Washington Capitals aren’t phased by facing elimination 
ahead of Game 6. 

FLA: Florida Panthers forward and Game 4 overtime hero Carter 
Verhaeghe is a game-time decision for Game 6. 

Detroit: Will defenseman Danny Dekeyser be back with the Detroit Red 
Wings next season? 

Colorado: The Colorado Avalanche will host the St. Louis Blues in the 
second round of the Western Conference Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

San Jose: Who will the San Jose Sharks pick at No. 11 in the 2022 NHL 
Entry Draft? 

Canada Hockey Now 

Montreal: The Montreal Canadiens have hired Christopher Boucher as 
their new head of analytics. 

Calgary: Calgary Flames winger Johnny Gaudreau may have not been a 
Hart Trophy finalist but he’s playing a Hart caliber game in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. 

VAN: The Vancouver Canucks have made it official: Bruce ‘There It Is’ 
Boudreau will be back as Canucks head coach next season. 

NHL 
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Connor McDavid, Auston Matthews and Roman Josi were named 
finalists for the Ted Lindsay Award. 

Igor Shesterkin, McDavid and Matthews were named finalists for the Hart 
Trophy. 

With 20 years of experience (SiriusXM NHL Network Radio, 
ESPNBoston, NESN, NHL.com, etc.) covering the Bruins, the NHL, 
NCAA and junior hockey and more, Jimmy Murphy’s hockey black book 
is full of Hall of Famers, current players, coaches, management, scouts 
and a wide array of hockey media personalities that have lived in and 
around this great game. For 17 of his 20 years as a hockey and sports 
reporter, Murph covered the Bruins on essentially a daily basis covering 
their victorious 2011 Stanley Cup run and their 2013 run to the Final as 
well. Murphy has hosted national and local radio shows and podcasts 
and also has experience in TV as well. 
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Boston Bruins Will Play Game 7 Matinee On Saturday 
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BOSTON – In case you missed it, the Boston Bruins have a time for a 
decisive Game 7 of their first-round playoff series vs. the Carolina 
Hurricanes on Saturday afternoon. 

On a day when the NHL will have three different Game 7’s for the first 
round, the Boston Bruins will kick things off with a 4:30 pm puck drop 
(ESPN) against the Hurricanes at PNC Arena where they’ve been 
outscored by a 16-4 margin in the first three games of the series. 

The Boston Bruins forced a Game 7 by winning a 5-2 decision at TD 
Garden in Game 6 on Thursday night and winning all three games on 
home ice to force the winner-take-all Saturday afternoon matinee. For the 
Boston Bruins, they’d obviously rather be at home but that won’t be the 
case throughout the Stanley Cup playoffs as a wild card entry to the 
postseason. 

Instead, they’ll play anywhere, anytime particularly with a one-game shot 
to advance to the second round of the playoffs. 

“This is what you play for. Guys should be excited. Game 7, Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. We’d rather be at home, I’m not going to lie to you,” said Boston 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “But we’d play them on Mars if we 
had to. Right now, we just want to get after it.” 

Thankfully the Boston Bruins don’t have to a galaxy far, far away to play 
in a decisive Game 7 for their playoff lives. 

The start time for Game 7 of the First Round Series between the Tampa 
Bay Lightning and Toronto Maple Leafs is set for 7 p.m. on Saturday, 
May 14, in Toronto. The game will be televised on Sportsnet, CBC and 
TVA Sports in Canada.  In the U.S., the game will be on TNT. The start 
time of Game 7 of the First Round series between the Los Angeles Kings 
and Edmonton Oilers is set for 10 p.m. ET on Saturday, May 14, in 
Edmonton. The game will be televised on Sportsnet, CBC and TVA 
Sports in Canada. In the U.S., the game will be on ESPN. 

Joe Haggerty has covered the Boston Bruins and the NHL for 18 years 
with NBC Sports Boston, WEEI.com, the Boston Metro and the Woburn 
Daily Times, and currently serves as lead Bruins reporter and columnist 
for Boston Hockey Now. Haggs always strives to capture the spirt of the 
thing any way that he can. 
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Boston Bruins Lindholm Makes Massive Impact In Game 6 Return 
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BOSTON – It didn’t take long at all for Boston Bruins defenseman 
Hampus Lindholm to make an impact after returning to the lineup for 
Game 6 on Thursday night against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

The Swedish defenseman made a great, instinctive shutdown play to 
break up a 2-on-1 with Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis in the first period 
as the lone man back on defense, and then Charlie McAvoy swooped in 
and drilled Aho with a massive, clean body check in the train tracks 
before the puck was moved back up the ice for a quick Brad Marchand 
chance at the other end. 

It was that Boston Bruins top pairing working with the combination of 
ruthless efficiency and merciless physicality that Lindholm and McAvoy 
can bring when together, and will make them hard to handle. 

Lindholm said simply afterward, “that’s playoff hockey right there.” 

“I know when I break up a play like that there I want to get the puck up 
quickly, but [McAvoy] came and cleaned it up for me there. That was a 
good play on his end,” said Lindholm. “That was a clean, hard hit.” 

It set the foreboding tone that the Boston Bruins weren’t going to go 
easily in an elimination game on their home ice, and sent a message to 
Aho, in particular, that it was going to be a long night. 

It’s probably no coincidence that Aho, normally a Boston Bruins killer, 
finished without zero points and didn’t even have a shot on net while 
treading lightly for the rest of the game. 

The Boston Bruins carried through with that early momentum gained 
from the massive McAvoy hit to a 5-2 win over the Canes to extend the 
series. Certainly, it also pumped up Lindholm getting an up-close look 
after missing the last three games with an upper body injury while getting 
similarly steamrolled by Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2. 

“They’re both just good players, and they both have an offensive 
mindset, in addition to defending well, so they read off each other well 
when to go,” said Boston Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy. “When 
Charlie has the puck, [Lindholm] knows ‘if I had the puck in that situation 
where would I want my partner to go’. So they have that natural sort of 
read off each other to get [the puck] out of their own end and get through 
the neutral zone. 

“Mostly they’re just good players with good hockey IQ that want the puck. 
Some guys are more defensive-minded and don’t want it a lot, but those 
two guys both want it. So they’re presenting themselves in good spots to 
get [the puck] and I think that’s what happens with both of them.” 

Lindholm was exactly what the doctor ordered for the Boston Burins 
logging 24:48 of hard-working ice time with four shot attempts, one 
takeaway and two blocked shots while keeping the puck moving north 
against the blanketing Hurricanes forecheck. The ex-Anaheim Ducks 
blueliner was certainly just happy to be healthy and back in the playoff 
mix after barely getting his footing a couple of games into the series, and 
being forced to watch the middle games of the series while laid up with 
an upper body injury. 

“It was great to be out there,” said Lindholm, who had almost four 
minutes more of ice time than anybody else among the Boston Bruins 
defensemen. “Like I said this morning, watching hockey is not something 
I’ve ever been good at. Super happy to be out there with the boys and a 
big win tonight. 
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“We know we have a good group. We just have to work as five out there 
with every shift. It says a lot about our character the way we responded 
in the third when it was a 2-1 game, so we just need to keep it up.” 

Now we’ll all get to see what kind of difference-makers a top pairing of 
Charlie McAvoy and Hampus Lindholm can be in a winner-take-all Game 
7, the exact kind of scenario that Lindholm was brought in to help with at 
the NHL trade deadline. 
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Buckley: No matter the Game 7 outcomes for Celtics, Bruins, they’ll be 
games to remember 

 

Steve Buckley5-7 minutes 14/05/2022 

 

For scheduling and bookkeeping purposes, there will indeed be two 
Game 7s this weekend involving Boston sports teams: 

— Bruins vs. Carolina Hurricanes, 4:30 p.m. Saturday, PNC Arena, 
Raleigh. 

— Celtics vs. Milwaukee Bucks, 3:30 p.m. Sunday, TD Garden. 

But by the close of business Friday night at Milwaukee’s Fiserv Forum, 
after the Celtics had kept their end of the bargain with a take-that 108-95 
victory over the Milwaukee Bucks, it suddenly seemed as though the 
entire weekend is going to be one great, big, long Game 7, one game 
bleeding into the next. It’s rare that the Bruins and Celtics ever have solid 
postseasons in the same year, and the outcomes of Saturday’s Game 7 
and Sunday’s Game 7 could mean the two teams are playing into June. 

So, yes, it’s going to be a wild time around Boston this weekend. 

Game 6 was barely in the books Friday night in Milwaukee and already 
everyone had Game 7 on the brain. Jayson Tatum, who submitted a 
game for the ages with a 48-point effort against the Bucks, put it this way: 
“It means everything. The best atmosphere in the NBA. Game 7s are the 
biggest, the best games. Looking forward to it, truly … biggest moments, 
biggest stage.” 

And here’s Marcus Smart, who scored 21 points in the big Boston victory, 
on Game 7: “It’s going to be loud, it’s going to be loud. I’ve had a few 
Game 7s in Boston and I understand and know that the Garden is a 
place you don’t want to be on the road in Game 7.” 

And on it went like that. But while Bruins, Celtics and Red Sox fans are 
well-versed in what Game 7s are all about — both the sublime and the 
horrific, which we’ll get to in a moment  — what makes this Bucks-Celtics 
Game 7 so different is that it’ll be the finale of a series that has defied 
expectations on several levels. At the top of that list is the Celtics’ 110-
107 loss to the Bucks in Game 5, which happened to be at TD Garden. 
The Celtics blew a 14-point lead in that one and put on a doing-things-
wrong clinic in the final two minutes. The Bucks, in fact, have won two 
games in Boston. The Celtics have won two games in Milwaukee. 

That little fun fact has not gone unnoticed by Celtics coach Ime Udoka. 

“We’ve both won two games in each other’s building now, so I don’t know 
how much of an advantage the home court is to two very evenly 
balanced teams,” he said. “You have to go out and do it without relying 
on home-court advantage, being that they’ve already beaten us there 
twice.” 

By the time the Celtics meet the Bucks on the parquet Sunday, the 
Bruins-Hurricanes series will already have been decided. And that series 
has been played in accordance with historical norms, with the home team 
winning every game so far. But given the way the Bruins bounced back in 

Game 6 after being virtual no-shows in Game 5, nothing should be taken 
for granted. 

With the Celtics and Bucks, though, here’s some advice: Toss out 
whatever little historical factoids about Game 7s that are presented to 
you between now and Sunday afternoon. Home-court advantage for the 
Celtics? As we’ve pointed out, it means nothing in this series. And here’s 
another Game 7 Fun Fact you can toss in the ash can: The Celtics are 
24-9 all time in Game 7s, whereas the Bucks are just 3-8. 

Sorry, but Bird, McHale and Parish aren’t walking through that door 
Sunday. Nor will you see the Big Three reboot of Pierce, Allen and 
Garnett. No Russell. No Cooz. No Big Red. 

This has been an epic series so far. It’s been tough, grueling and 
physical, and the exploits of Tatum for the Celtics and Giannis 
Antetokounmpo for the Bucks are awe-inspiring. And while Giannis and 
the Celtics’ Al Horford have been shooting little laser daggers at each 
other, the mutual respect these teams have for each other is off the 
charts. 

“They’re tough,” said Jaylen Brown. “Give credit to Milwaukee. They 
execute their game plan defensively. They make it tough for us. When 
we’re driving and being aggressive, somebody’s always coming.” 

So the series has all that. Most of all, though, it’s been unpredictable to a 
degree that … that … well, put it this way: Marcus Smart may have been 
speaking for a lot of people from both sides when he said he didn’t sleep 
after Game 5. 

As for Game 7, Boston sports fans all have their favorites. The Red Sox 
and their history-making comeback against the Yankees in the 2004 
ALCS culminated with a Game 7 victory at Yankee Stadium. In 1969, Bill 
Russell famously told the Lakers those victory balloons would be staying 
up in the Fabulous Forum rafters after Game 7 of the NBA Finals was 
over. Those balloons never moved. When the Bruins won the Stanley 
Cup in 2011, it was via a 4-0 victory over the Vancouver Canucks in 
Game 7 at Rogers Arena. 

Not-so-great memories? Every time I watch Kendrick Perkins doing 
basketball analysis on television, I’m reminded that the Celtics might 
have defeated the Lakers in Game 7 of the 2010 NBA Finals had not Big 
Perk been out injured. The 1970-71 Bruins broke every record in the 
book en route to a 57-14-7 regular-season record, but thanks to rookie 
goaltender Ken Dryden they were eliminated by the Canadiens in a 
seven-game opening-round series. And the Red Sox lost the World 
Series in seven games in 1946 (Cardinals), 1967 (Cardinals again), 1975 
(Reds) and 1986 (Mets). 

However Sunday’s Game 7 between the Celtics and Bucks turns out, I 
have a feeling you’re going to remember it for a long, long time. 
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Why Bruins could see a different road outcome in Game 7 vs. Hurricanes 

 

Fluto Shinzawa6-7 minutes 13/05/2022 

 

PNC Arena has not been welcoming to the Bruins.  

They lost Games 1, 2 and 4 in Raleigh, N.C. They have been outscored 
on the road, 15-4. They fell behind in each of the three games. 

But Game 7 could be different. 

It wasn’t just that the Bruins won Game 6 by a 5-2 score. It was the 
manner in which they forced a do-or-die showdown.  
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They did not turn to Brad Marchand, Patrice Bergeron and David 
Pastrnak to pull the sled. They won because of balance. 

Forwards from all four lines (Marchand, Erik Haula, Charlie Coyle, Curtis 
Lazar) put pucks in the net. Lazar, Nick Foligno and Derek Forbort 
recorded their first points of the series. It will not be the top-heavy Bruins 
tiptoeing into Raleighwood on Saturday night. It will be the balanced 
Bruins, better positioned to expect contributions from every segment of 
the lineup. 

“Everybody pulled on the rope yesterday,” said coach Bruce Cassidy. 
“We didn’t mix up lines. Balanced scoring. Penalty kill came through. 
Power play, timely goal. Everyone’s doing their part. That’s usually what 
it takes. The players that play the best will determine this outcome. We’re 
preparing for it to be our guys.” 

This did not look like it would be the case earlier in the series. The 
balanced lineup — Jake DeBrusk with Marchand and Bergeron, Pastrnak 
with Haula and Taylor Hall — produced zero wins in the first two games. 
The big boys, reunited midway through Game 2 and in full for Games 3 
and 4, combined for six of the Bruins’ nine goals in their two wins at TD 
Garden. 

But in Game 5, as sometimes happens, the Marchand-Bergeron-
Pastrnak line did not score. The rest of the lineup was equally quiet. 

The result got out of hand. 

So before Game 6, Cassidy pulled his top three attackers aside. He gave 
them a heads-up that their time together was over. They understood. 

Faith, after all, can go a long way.  

Cassidy’s pregame pitch to the rest of the team was that he trusted what 
had gotten them there: Pastrnak on the second line, Trent Frederic (a 
healthy scratch for Games 3 through 5) in uniform with Coyle and Craig 
Smith, Tomas Nosek back in the middle between Foligno and Lazar. 

Hall and Haula were excited to ride with Pastrnak again. Coyle and Smith 
welcomed Frederic back to their line. All of them appreciated Cassidy’s 
trust. They were ready to do their part — not just wait for Marchand, 
Bergeron and Pastrnak to blaze the trail. 

“We’ve played together a good chunk of this year and had some pretty 
good spurts where we’re playing good hockey, doing the right things,” 
said Coyle of running with Frederic and Smith once more. “That’s tough 
for a guy in Trent Frederic who hasn’t played, coming in and playing a 
high-stakes game like that. That’s a tough thing to do. But he held his 
own. I like when we’re playing with each other. He does a lot of things 
well. He’s a playoff-type body. We need those guys in our lineup. We 
want to be a difference out there.” 

Cassidy could very well have turned to his big boys in Game 6. He had 
last change to free them from the clutches of Nino Niederreiter, Jordan 
Staal and Jesper Fast. It would have been the Bruins’ greatest chance of 
offensive production. 

Even had that produced results, it would have returned the Bruins to 
Square 1 in Game 7: a top-heavy lineup against a Carolina team with last 
change.  

It isn’t that way anymore. Even if Rod Brind’Amour matches the Staal line 
against Marchand, Bergeron and DeBrusk, the Hurricanes coach cannot 
make silencing the top trio a priority. The Hall-Haula-Pastrnak threesome 
scored the Game 6 winner — off the cycle, no less, instead of the rush.  

“I’m glad they scored that way,” Cassidy said of the second line. “It’ll 
make them feel better about their game. Give them some confidence that 
they can do it again on Saturday.” 

Smith had a breakaway in the third period. The fourth line submitted its 
best performance of the series. 

Carrying Game 6 momentum into Saturday, however, won’t be enough to 
keep the Bruins’ season going. They’ll need Hampus Lindholm, brilliant in 
his Game 6 return, to continue being a difference-making defenseman. 

Jeremy Swayman will have to be as sharp as he was Thursday. The 
Bruins will have to practice greater discipline than in their previous 
Raleigh visits, when the Hurricanes had 17 power-play opportunities to 
their 11. 

“We’ve gotten ourselves in penalty trouble. We know that,” said Cassidy. 
“Our penalty kill’s been exceptional when we’ve won. We’re going to 
need that. They’re a very good team at drawing penalties, and they’re a 
very good team at selling penalties. We’ve got to make sure we’re 
playing hard but intelligent. When we are in the box, our kill has to come 
through for us.” 

The Bruins’ most important players bear the good and bad scars of prior 
Game 7s. In 2011, Bergeron and Marchand emerged with wins against 
Montreal, Tampa Bay and Vancouver. In 2019, Bergeron and Marchand 
lost Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final on home ice to St. Louis. Saturday 
will be Bergeron’s 13th Game 7, most of any forward in NHL history. 

“It makes you want more,” the Bruins captain said of losing. “You want to 
get back at it and seize the opportunity.” 

But the thing about the Game 6 lineup changes — and the results they 
produced — is that the Bruins aren’t depending solely on Bergeron and 
Marchand anymore. The Game 7 hero is now more likely to emerge from 
anywhere in the lineup, not just from the top line. 

Now they believe. 
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Bruins were near-perfect in Game 6. Can they do it again in Raleigh in 
Game 7? 

 

Steve Buckley5-6 minutes 13/05/2022 

 

Just guessing here, but it appears the Bruins didn’t spend their off-day on 
Wednesday watching the Celtics fall to pieces in the last minutes of their 
shocking 110-107 playoff loss to the Milwaukee Bucks at TD Garden. 

Or perhaps they did watch, and then, after that mess of a Game 5 was 
over, they participated in a group text to remind each other that they 
didn’t want to be playing like that in their win-or-it’s-done Game 6 
showdown against the Carolina Hurricanes on Thursday night on 
Causeway Street. 

What we do know is that while the Bruins did indeed deadlock this series 
with their 5-2 victory over the Hurricanes, forcing a Game 7 on Saturday 
in Raleigh, N.C., they did so in a manner that provided their opponent 
with nothing in the way of silver linings, life lessons or glasses half-filled. 
Thus was the completeness of this Boston victory: The Bruins were as 
dogged and on their game in the third period as they were in the first 
period, outshooting the Hurricanes 15-8. 

The Bruins took a 2-0 lead into the third period. You’d have thought they 
were trailing 2-0. Such was the intensity. Yes, there was the obligatory 
Brad Marchand blip on the radar as the seasoned (with cayenne pepper) 
veteran was hit with a dubious double minor for spearing Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi late in the game. And, yes, the Hurricanes did take 
advantage of the advantage when Andrei Svechnikov put a shot past 
Boston goaltender Jeremy Swayman with 2:30 remaining. 

Bruins fans will be replaying that one on Twitter for the next 24 hours and 
playing the did-they-see-what-Kotkaniemi-did game, but we mention the 
penalty here because a) it’s Marchand, and Marchand penalties almost 
always require that everyone sit down at a table to debate the issue, and 
b) this particular penalty did not detract from an outstanding Boston 
effort. 
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Except for the Bruins taking too many penalties, pretty much everything 
worked. Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy fiddled and diddled with his lines, 
which included putting Jake DeBrusk with Marchand and Patrice 
Bergeron, and David Pastrnak with Taylor Hall and Erik Haula. Worked. 

The Bruins killed a 5-on-3, with Derek Forbort (6:48) and Brandon Carlo 
(7:01) logging a ton of ice time short-handed. The B’s got five goals from 
five different players. Swayman gave the Bruins capable goaltending. 
Defenseman Hampus Lindholm, out of action the past three games after 
taking a vicious hit from Andrei Svechnikov in Game 2, returned to the 
ice. Speaking with reporters after the game, he happily said, “Watching 
hockey is not something I’ve ever been good at.” 

Oh, and the Bruins achieved one very important early objective by 
scoring first. And it was a beauty: Marchand collected a long pass from 
Connor Clifton — as in Tom Brady-to-Randy Moss long — and went 
short side, top right-hand corner, on Hurricanes goaltender Antti Raanta. 

The bad news? The bad news, for Bruins fans, is that Game 7 is on the 
road. Feel free to crack open your Bruins History 101 textbook and count 
up the many times the Bruins have played Game 7’s over the years — 
many, many more times than the Carolina Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers, 
of course — but it all means nothing. 

As for Bergeron and Marchand being on the ice in Vancouver when the 
Bruins won a Game 7 over the Canucks in 2011 to win the Stanley Cup, 
sorry, that doesn’t mean much, either. The Hurricanes have won all three 
of their home games in the series, and looked fine doing it, and in that 
spirit it just makes sense that they’ll wrap this thing up on Saturday. 

Right? 

Except that Game 7, in any sport, at any level, does have a way of 
getting everyone excited. Even Cassidy felt sufficiently liberated from his 
coaching responsibilities Thursday night to allow himself the luxury of 
speaking like a fan when he was asked about Game 7. 

“I love it,” he said, sounding like Bruce on the car phone getting his two 
minutes on Zolak & Bertrand. “This is what you play for. Guys should be 
excited. Game 7, Stanley Cup playoffs, home or road. We’d rather be at 
home, I’m not going to lie to you, but we’ll play them on Mars if we have 
to. 

“I think right now we just want to get after it,” he added. “That’s what it’s 
all about, and I’m sure they’d say the same thing. I know they’re 
disappointed right now, but tomorrow morning when they wake up, 
they’re going to be excited to play, as it should be. It should be a great 
game.” 

There may yet come a day when the NHL plays games on Mars, though I 
suspect the NFL will get there first. Until then, we have this Game 7 in 
Raleigh. 
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NHL power rankings: Prepare for Game 7s, our first real ties — plus birds 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille29-37 minutes 13/05/2022 

 

In the opening round of the playoffs, a lot can change in a week. The 
balance of power stays pretty consistent over the course of a full season 
— we know who the good and bad teams are — but that shifts quickly in 
a single series, especially as some teams get eliminated or are put on 
the brink of elimination. 

Here at Power Rankings HQ, it’s our job to sort all that out — and we of 
course do it perfectly every week. No notes. That’s what all 200 
comments say every week: “This is exactly right, I have no complaints at 

all.” As always, we thank you for your unwavering support of our ranking 
ability. 

This week, we’ve got 14 teams still in it, two that are freshly banished 
and new, feathered friends for the rest of the field. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Series: Won 4-0 against Nashville 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: Dominate Round 1 against an inferior opponent? Check. One of 
their superstars is being thrown into the “best player in the world” 
conversation? Check. Sudden question marks in net? Check. Avalanche 
Playoff Bingo is off to a strong start. 

Personally, I’m hoping “lose in Round 2 once again” does not get 
checked off this year. This team is far too much fun to watch and a 
lengthy run would be what’s best for the game. 

Sean: The Avs have a question mark in net, in the sense that eye injuries 
are scary and weird — but Darcy Kuemper really does seem to have 
gotten lucky here. He’ll be ready for Game 1 of Colorado’s second-round 
series after narrowly avoiding having his eyeball scooped out by Ryan 
Johansen. 

That’s great for a bunch of reasons. It’s also, obviously, huge for the Avs. 
That’s not breaking any ground — they’re good, and Kuemper is their 
goalie. He’s not some hidden gem. At the same time, I’m not sure that 
folks realize just how solid he was this past season, especially after the 
first couple months. In 41 appearances after Dec. 8, Kuemper’s goals 
saved above expected was 18.33, third in the NHL, and his .927 save 
percentage was second among starters. The Cale Makar Show has been 
special. All those goals are a blast. Kuemper is what makes it matter. 

2. Florida Panthers 

Series: Up 3-2 on Washington 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom: There have been several worrisome stretches for the Panthers in 
this series where they just didn’t look like themselves. Slow, tentative and 
not very engaged. It was weird to watch from the league’s most dynamic 
and explosive team, but that’s playoff hockey for you. It can stifle even 
the most creative offensive teams and it took a bit for the Panthers to find 
an answer for Washington. 

Games 4 and 5 were a lot closer to that, a callback to a regular season 
full of comebacks. Is it a bad sign that the Panthers are down and need 
to come back as often as they do? Probably. But damn if they aren’t 
really, really good at it. Two minutes left in the game on Monday? No 
problem. Down three goals on Wednesday? No worries. That’s the 
beauty of being a deep, star-studded, offensive juggernaut — they can 
pull it off. 

That depth is key because if the stars are a bit quiet, there are other 
options who can step up. Like, say, Carter Verhaeghe dropping five 
points in Game 5. 

Sean: So you’re saying Carter Verhaeghe isn’t a star? The disrespect. 
Yeah, I was ready to sound the alarm midway through Game 5 against 
the Caps. If you listened, you could almost hear the calls for Barry Trotz 
to replace Andrew Brunette. Faint whispers of “defensive structure,” 
floating north from the Ft. Lauderdale area. 

Instead, they’re back in control. I’m not quite ready to put them through, 
but it does feel like we’ve seen some sort of course correction over the 
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last two games. And really, isn’t this the sort of series that inexperienced 
teams typically lose? Battle-tested opponents. Lots of deficits. And yet, 
here they are. That says something. 

3 (tied). Toronto Maple Leafs 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Tampa Bay 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: This Leafs team is different. That’s been obvious from Game 1 of 
this series and has shown itself multiple times throughout the series. 
Coming back from 2-0 deficits in both Games 5 and 6 shows their 
resiliency, their ability to rise to the occasion with their backs against the 
wall. Game 6 ended in a loss, sure, but it was a well-played one that can 
be built on for the deciding game. In the most important games of their 
season they haven’t wilted as usual, and that’s a good sign. 

But there’s a difference between “different” and “different enough to beat 
the defending champions” — that’s where Game 7 comes into play. 

It was always going to take seven games to sort out this series, because 
that’s the case for every Leafs series always. It’s admirable that the Leafs 
have proven to be Tampa Bay’s equal so far, but there’s one final game 
left to show they really are different this time. Different enough to finally 
win a round. 

Sean: Perfect. No notes, indeed. 

Actually, one note: “Game 6 ended in a loss, sure, but …” puts you in the 
third stage of grief. For Friday morning, that isn’t bad. 

In any case, this series has been a treat to watch. My only thought is that 
the Lightning should have to wear silver helmets or something in Game 
7, because I’m too dumb to differentiate between the jersey templates. 

3 (tied). Tampa Bay Lightning 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Toronto 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: The Tampa Bay Lightning have the heart of a champion — a 
double champion at that — and they will not go quietly in this one. Every 
punch thrown by the Leafs was met by an equal counterpunch by the 
Lightning. It’s been a fascinating and evenly-matched back-and-forth 
affair — one that shows the Lightning aren’t quite ready to concede their 
role as champions. Even against a very hungry team trying to prove it 
belongs in the same echelon. 

Perhaps the scariest part is that it feels like Tampa Bay still has another 
level it can reach. Nikita Kucherov and Brayden Point have been two of 
the most dominant playoff performers over the last two runs, and while 
they’ve shown flashes in this series, it feels like there’s another gear they 
can get to. A Game 7 environment feels like the exact time for them to 
show that off. 

The same is true for Andrei Vasilevskiy who has kept up his impressive 
streak after a loss, but also has an .886 save percentage for the series, 
the lowest of any full-time goalie. It helps that Jack Campbell has the 
second lowest in what’s been a high-octane matchup — but we both 
know who we trust more with one game on the line. 

Sean: Yeah, you stole my line a little with that one. Tampa coming back 
to win Game 6 might have stopped the “uhh, did they just lose a series 
because of Andrei Vasilevskiy” narrative from taking hold. But it’s true. 
He has not been good. 

Another thing that came up during Game 6: When, down the line, will we 
be ready to say that the Lightning’s run as constituted is over? It’s a 
moving target, but I can’t see the page truly flipping until Victor Hedman 
is over the hill. And brother, at the moment he certainly is not. He’s 
having the sort of series that still makes it OK to pencil him in as a Norris 
finalist. 

Other than that, I appreciate you breaking on the reverse jinx on this one. 
Kucherov, Point and Vasilevskiy, all potentially cursed in one fell swoop. 

5. Calgary Flames 

Series: Up 3-2 on Dallas 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: The good news: no team has allowed fewer goals at five-on-five 
than the Flames at 0.85 per 60. The bad news: they also rank 15th in 
goals-per-60 at 1.42. This series has been an offensive black hole so far 
and that’s a bit worrying for a team that was seventh in goals-per-60 at 
five-on-five this season at 2.96. That’s a big drop. The worrying part for 
me is that Dallas has been able to impose its preferred style of play, 
turning each game into a slog. The Flames are winning anyways and 
there have been parts of the series where they’ve looked closer to 
themselves, but I’d be a little concerned about an elite team not being 
able to dictate the pace of play. 

The other issue for me is who isn’t scoring. Tyler Toffoli, brought in to 
bring scoring in the middle six, has no goals yet and just a lone 
secondary assist. Matthew Tkachuk hasn’t found twine yet and Johnny 
Gaudreau only has the penalty shot goal. Even Andrew Mangiapane had 
a goose egg through the first four games. 

It might be enough to get past the Stars, but this team needs more if it 
wants to go farther. 

Sean: The Flames basically did what they wanted in Game 4. In all 
situations, they out-attempted Dallas 101-62, outshot them 54-35 and 
controlled 65 percent of expected goals. They couldn’t crack Jake 
Oettinger, but it at least resembled a normal game. 

Game 5? Back to the slog, for at least the first two periods. The 
difference-maker down the stretch was the Mangiapane-Mikael 
Backlund-Blake Coleman line. On one hand, that’s a good sign for the 
Flames; at least a couple guys on the middle six are going to have to 
produce if they want to get anywhere. 

On the other, it was another low-impact game for Tkachuk and another 
white-knuckle win. They’re still my pick for the series — and they’re not 
going to run into another team like the Stars, unless someone changes 
horses midstream — but this has been closer than anyone thought. 

6. Carolina Hurricanes 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Boston 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: The bad news for Carolina is that the Hurricanes have squandered 
some pretty good opportunities in this series to put the Bruins away. Up 
2-0 and up 3-2 should’ve been enough. The good news? The home team 
has won every game in this series so far and Carolina is at home for 
Game 7. Sometimes, it’s that simple. 

Against the Bruins it really can be just that, as avoiding the dreaded 
Patrice Bergeron matchup for their top guys can be a crucial cog towards 
victory. In three home games Sebastian Aho has played under two 
combined minutes against Bergeron. In three road games he’s played 
just over 19. Pretty big difference and given the numbers you can see 
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why it’s something Carolina would avoid. Aho has a 60.5 percent 
expected goals rate away from Bergeron in this series, but that drops to 
35.4 percent in the head-to-head matchup. 

Sean: Plus, in Game 6, the rest of the forward group failed to capitalize 
on the Aho line getting thrown to the wolves. Carolina managed a grand 
total of two other high-danger five-on-five chances while the first line was 
off the ice. 

This series has been weird. It’s competitive on balance — Boston has the 
edge at five-on-five, but it tightens when you include special teams. No 
surprise there. But none of the games have been particularly good. The 
winners have outscored the losers 29-10. I’m hoping for a killer Game 7 
that completely overshadows whatever happens in Toronto. 

7 (tied). St. Louis Blues 

Record: Won 4-2 against Minnesota 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: Why did I rank the Blues, a team that is in the second round, lower 
than six teams who are not yet in the second round? Easy. Because 
they’re playing the Avalanche. 

Admittedly, I’ve been very wrong about the Blues all season, so I’m sure 
they’ll find a way to sweep Colorado on the back of four straight shutouts 
by Jordan Binnington. But the talent discrepancy is a bit too much to 
ignore. It’s not as big as last year, but it’s still pretty wide. St. Louis had 
Minnesota’s number during the regular season and that manifested in an 
impressive series win, but the Avalanche are going to be an entirely 
different beast. 

Sean: Unless they’re not! Short series are weird! On one hand, I want to 
say that the plan St. Louis used against Minnesota — rely on shooting 
talent to break even at five-on-five despite having the puck a whole lot 
less than your opponents, and hope to draw more penalties — is 
basically what’s worked for them all season long. 

On the other, the Blues’ third and fourth defensemen against the Wild 
were Niko Mikkola and Calle Rosen. Much as I’d enjoy doing so, I can’t 
sign off on that against Colorado. Maybe Binnington keeps this up, and 
I’m certainly done discounting this particular forward group, but there are 
too many red flags, against too good of an opponent, for me to talk 
myself all the way in the other direction. 

And hey, at least you didn’t rank them behind a team that’s already 
eliminated. Baby steps. 

7 (tied). Pittsburgh Penguins 

Series: Up 3-2 on New York 

Last week: 11 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: There have been far too many “what ifs” in Sidney Crosby’s 
illustrious career when it comes to injuries. His entire peak was nearly 
wiped out by them and we missed out on a lot of greatness as a result. 

That’s why it was difficult to see Crosby leave Game 5, especially 
considering what he had shown so far in the playoffs. Until that point he 
was the MVP of the opening round with nine points in four games and a 
stupid good expected goals rate north of 70 percent. He was outright 
dominant, an unanswerable force that was taking games over and 
making it difficult to see a path forward for the Rangers. He and his line 
were the reason Pittsburgh was up 3-1 and this series had arguably been 
his best playoff showing in a long time. At age 34 no less. 

I really hope it’s not as bad as it looks and he can make a speedy 
recovery. The playoffs are better with Crosby in it, especially this version 
of Crosby that looks exactly as good as he did at his peak. 

Sean: I’ve watched more of Crosby’s games over the years than the 
average bear, and I can tell you that, if I ever got out of the habit of 
wincing when he took a big hit, it happened recently. This is not a topic I 
was eager to revisit, but here we are. Feels bad. 

From a hockey standpoint, it’s no exaggeration to say that the Penguins 
would be on to the second round already had Jacob Trouba opted not to 
elbow Crosby in the face. Instead, they were scrambling from the 
moment he left; Jeff Carter took Crosby’s spot on the top line, the 
Rangers scored immediately and the series turned back into a coin flip. 

Yes, the Penguins had dominated five-on-five play — but the Crosby line 
was behind a disproportionate amount of that dominance. Now, they’re a 
Crosby-less team possibly rolling out Louis Domingue and asking him to 
win at least one more game. That’s not ideal. 

9. Boston Bruins 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Carolina 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom: The resolve of the Bruins has been admirable in this series. They 
fought back from down 2-0, including one win without star defender 
Charlie McAvoy. And with their backs against the wall facing elimination 
they tied the series at three with a decisive win. Now their biggest 
challenge awaits: just win a game on the road. 

That’s been the issue for both teams in this series, but it’s only a problem 
for the Bruins now in the deciding game. One thing that would certainly 
help is more goals at five-on-five. Boston has generated 2.4 expected 
goals per 60 in this series, but only 2.1 actual goals per 60. Everyone 
below the Bruins is either eliminated, facing elimination or playing Dallas. 
It’s not good company. What they really need is literally anything from the 
bottom six as they don’t have a single five-on-five goal from anyone on 
the third or fourth line. Hard to win a round under those circumstances. 

Sean: They just got goals from Charlie Coyle, Erik Haula and Derek 
Forbort in the same game. That’s probably as close as the Bruins can get 
to depth scoring — and honestly? Not bad. We’d all gotten accustomed 
over the last couple years, I think, to throwing up our hands and saying “If 
the Bergeron line doesn’t carry them, they’re screwed.” 

That’s not false, either. It’s not like the big guys were bad in Game 6. 
Brad Marchand opened the scoring, and they spent the rest of the game 
caving in the Hurricanes’ top line. But they got enough. If we get two 
more goals from the Coyle/Haula tier in Game 7, I like Boston’s chances. 

10 (tied). Edmonton Oilers 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Los Angeles 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: Connor McDavid does not want to lose this series. He wants the 
sweet taste of playoff success and he wants it badly. He leads the 
playoffs with 12 points in six games and is absolutely torching the Kings 
at five-on-five, justly outscoring them 9-4 (the expected goals is at 9-3.6). 
Without Drew Doughty, the Kings do not have an answer for the Oilers 
phenom. 

Edmonton made a lot of hay this year splitting him and Leon Draisaitl up. 
But the switch to overload the top line looks like a stroke of genius so far 
with McDavid having his best game of the playoffs in Game 6. He had a 
Game Score of 5.32 off the strength of three points and a 78 percent 
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expected goals rate. If he can bring that same ferocity at home for the 
final game of the series, the Oilers have a really strong shot at winning 
their second playoff series in the McDavid era. It should be more by now, 
but one man can only do so much. 

One other thing: we need to collectively put some more respect on Mike 
Smith’s name for his performance in this series. He bounced back well 
from a Game 1 dud to post a .931 save percentage and 6.2 goals saved 
above expected. The latter mark is second to only Jake Oettinger in this 
postseason. 

Sean: Therein lies the beauty of Mike Smith, though. He for sure has 
been solid since whatever we all watched in that first game — and he for 
sure is capable of doing the exact same thing in Game 7. I’m psyched to 
see which guy we get. 

And yeah, at some point in the third period of Game 5, it seemed clear 
that a McDavid-Draisaitl line was in the cards, unless Jay Woodcroft was 
going to start double-shifting both of them. That’s not an option against 
every opponent, but the Kings fit the bill. Woodcroft can go to it again in 
Game 7. He can keep McDavid-Draisaitl-Kailer Yamamoto away from the 
Philip Danault line too, if he wants. That’s a potentially scary thought, 
given what we saw in Game 6. 

Also, McDavid isn’t a phenom anymore. Seven years in the NHL. 
Grizzled vet status. 

10 (tied). New York Rangers 

Series: Down 3-2 to Pittsburgh  

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: No team looked more down and out than the Rangers after Game 
4. Well, other than Nashville. Thoroughly dominated, an MVP goalie that 
suddenly looked beatable and a 3-1 series deficit. Every red flag from the 
regular season was looking bigger and brighter with each passing game 
— it was hard to see a path forward. 

But a Game 5 win and more key injuries on the other side present a 
window. It sucks for the sport and isn’t something anyone will cheer for, 
but for the Rangers it is an opportunity. They had no answer for Sidney 
Crosby through five games, but now the answer to the Penguins gets a 
bit easier without him … if he doesn’t play the rest of the series. 

But it should never be about what’s happening on the other side. It 
should be about what you can control on your own side. The Rangers 
don’t have a single player out-chancing the opposition in this series and 
that’s thanks to a woeful defence. Adam Fox has three goals and five 
points, but he’s also allowing a staggering 4.9 expected goals against per 
60 in this series. Mika Zibanejad doesn’t have a goal yet and has been 
caved in at five-on-five. The team as a whole needs to start controlling 
play more, but that starts at the top. 

Sean: The craziest part of Games 3-5 was just how little the Rangers 
made Louis Domingue work. In Game 4, they had one high-danger 
chance on a glorified AHL goalie. One! If they can consistently tilt 
possession in Game 6, they have a real chance of pulling off the 
comeback. 

The funny thing about all this — and this is a shot across the bow against 
the Penguins — is that Igor Shesterkin, despite getting yanked in 
consecutive games, took a step back in the right direction in Game 5, 
posting a goals saved above expectations of 1.22. Was he putrid in the 
two games before that? Sure. But that sort of meltdown, given how good 
he was in the regular season, wasn’t likely to extend forever. More of that 
from him, plus an uptick in five-on-five play stemming from Crosby’s 
presumed absence, would make this series even more interesting. 

Also, shoutout to Andrew Copp and Frank Vatrano. Two of the Rangers’ 
three forward acquisitions at the deadline have five goals between them. 
The other guy, Tyler Motte, is about to make his return. 

12. Los Angeles Kings 

Series: Tied 3-3 with Edmonton 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: The good news for the Kings’ very real shot of advancing to the 
second round is that the whistles will no doubt be swallowed for the 
deciding game. Los Angeles has been the lesser team at five-on-five for 
the series, but the Kings have at least kept it tight. A special teams battle 
of any kind and the Kings’ chances would drop dramatically, as they’ve 
been outscored 9-3 there. 

Sean: Regardless of what happens in Game 7, I love this series for Los 
Angeles. There was no reason for Rob Blake to mortgage any part of the 
future at the trade deadline for a roster that still felt like it was a year 
away — but next season, with Doughty back, it’ll be time to adjust the 
approach and expectations a bit. There are a lot of nice pieces there, 
spanning a couple different age clusters, and they’ve shown a lot down 
the stretch. 

On Saturday night, maybe we get another vintage Playoff Jonathan 
Quick performance. I’m as close to openly rooting for this as I can get; 
Quick’s birthday is three days ahead of mine. Neither of us is old, 
obviously. Obviously. 

Dom: Well … 

13. Washington Capitals 

Series: Down 3-2 to Florida 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: The Capitals had the Panthers on the ropes with a big 3-0 lead in 
Game 5, but threw it all away quickly and are now in a deep hole to the 
Presidents’ Trophy winners. Momentum may not carry over from game-
to-game in a playoff series, but that’s going to be a really tough one to 
bounce back from. The last two games really, as Washington was just 
two minutes away from a 3-1 series lead in Game 4 only to squander 
that, too. 

That comes with the territory of playing the Cardiac Cats, but the inability 
to close out a game is going to be Washington’s demise here. It’s not just 
the results, but how they came about. The Capitals were able to keep the 
games close early on in the series in terms of expected goals share, but 
the last two games have started to skew much more in Florida’s 
direction. 

To Washington’s credit, the stars have shown up in spades — shoutout 
to T.J. Oshie with five goals so far — it just may not be enough against a 
much stronger team. 

Sean: I’m not ruling them out just yet; Game 6 is on Friday night, though, 
so if you’re reading this after a 5-1 Panthers win or whatever, just forget I 
said anything. In any case, I was primarily watching the other early game 
on Wednesday night, so I caught up and did a temperature check at 
Japers’ Rink — a standard move for the last … 15 years, maybe — and 
the way the Caps coughed up that 3-0 lead was, indeed, as ugly as you’d 
imagine. 

If Florida closes it out, that’s going to be a source of regret — but the 
Caps did a lot of good stuff before the meltdown, too. They’ve played the 
Panthers even in all-situations goals (16-16) and expected goals (50.4-
49-6, via Natural Stat Trick), but thing are certainly trending down. A 
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fourth straight first-round exit wouldn’t be unexpected — god knows most 
of us used a Sharpie to mark Florida through to the second round — but 
it would hurt a little more than expected. 

14. Dallas Stars 

Series: Down 3-2 to Calgary 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: The story of this series was supposed to be an epic top line battle 
featuring two of the league’s best. Instead, it’s been Oettinger’s breakout 
party, as he’s almost single-handedly made this series closer than it has 
any business being. It’s amazing to think he started the season in the 
AHL. In five games Oettinger has a .956 save percentage and has saved 
9.3 goals above expected. That’s almost two per game. The fact the 
Stars are down in the series despite that performance is an incredible 
indictment of the rest of the team. 

The Stars are very unlikely to win this series — they’re down 3-2 and 
came in as deserved underdogs — but the magnificent play of Oettinger 
is definitely something to build on. If the Stars fill some holes with their 
forward depth and he can keep up this level of elite play next season 
they might have something in 2023. They’re a team designed to win 
playoff games — they just ran into a much deeper team also capable of 
doing that. 

Sean: Yeah, it’s been funny to watch a larger group of fans get their 
introduction to Oettinger. This isn’t some random dude. He was the 23rd 
pick in 2017. I’ve spent the last couple weeks watching the Flames try to 
go high-blocker on him and, uh, it hasn’t worked out. 

In that same draft, by the way, the Stars scooped up Miro Heiskanen 
(No. 3) and Jason Robertson (No. 39). Those guys, combined with 
Roope Hintz and at least one more year of Joe Pavelski, are gigantic 
reasons for optimism. The issue, like we go over here every week, is that 
there isn’t much behind them, and they’re paying Tyler Seguin and Jamie 
Benn more than $19 million combined through 2025. That makes the 
route forward a lot more difficult. 

It also makes the Stars a lot more interesting. We know Jim Nill isn’t 
going to stop going all in, and we know ownership is on board with it, as 
well. If they can find a way to build on the bones of Heiskanen, 
Robertson, Hintz and Oettinger, they’re closer to being legit contenders 
than not. 

15. Minnesota Wild 

Series: Lost 4-2 to St. Louis 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: Classic Minnesota sports: a major letdown performance in the 
deciding game. Two big things decided the series for the Wild: 
goaltending and special teams. Minnesota controlled the run of play to 
the tune of a 58 percent expected goals share, but earned just 47 
percent of the actual goals at five-on-five against the Blues. Shooting 7.5 
percent as one of the most efficient shooting teams isn’t good enough. A 
collective .908 goaltending effort isn’t good enough. The five-on-five 
battle was the one the Wild were supposed to win. 

Special teams was even worse though, and that likely sealed the series. 
The Wild scored just four goals on the power play and allowed eight on 
the penalty kill. That’ll do it. 

The worst part for me is the team wasted an awesome performance from 
Kirill Kaprizov who scored seven goals in six games. Not bad for the 

sophomore superstar — if only any of the team’s other offensive 
weapons showed up (not you Joel Eriksson Ek, you were fine). 

Sean: The whole “wasted performance” deal only gets worse when you 
remember (not that Wild fans are capable of forgetting) that the bill on 
Zach Parise and Ryan Suter is officially due. For the next three seasons, 
Minnesota is going to sink between $12.7 and $14.7 million in cap space 
on buyouts for those two guys. Absolutely miserable stuff. 

Almost as miserable as the series Kevin Fiala just had, in fact. And Ryan 
Hartman. And Marcus Foligno. And Mats Zuccarello. And Dean Evason! 
And Marc-Andre Fleury! And Cam Talbot! So many flat performances, so 
little time. I’ve made myself angry here. Goodbye, Minnesota. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Series: Lost 4-0 to Colorado 

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: Roman Josi had just two points and a 38 percent expected goals 
rate for the series. Filip Forsberg had just a single goal and a 41 percent 
expected goals rate. With Juuse Saros on the shelf, the Predators 
desperately needed their best skaters to step up in some way. They 
didn’t. This series loss is far from being on either of them, but their 
inability to elevate their games is why Nashville couldn’t win a single 
game. 

Of course, that was always going to be an uphill battle against arguably 
the most talented team in the league. I mean, this is exactly what 
everyone expected would happen right? The question now is where does 
the team go from here. 

Sean: If Forsberg indeed splits — he’s a UFA, and he seemed to take 
some extra time to leave the ice in Nashville — I think the choice is pretty 
well made for them, yeah? It should be, at least. I don’t have any issue 
with what David Poile did at the deadline, for the record. If he thought — 
or thinks — that a Forsberg return is on the table, it made sense to roll 
the dice. They weren’t good enough to avoid the Avs, though, Saros got 
hurt, and here they find themselves. 

And it’s not a great spot! Their only real route at improvement is going to 
be through free agency, and they’re not close enough to contention to 
pull that off. Plus, Josi and Matt Duchene — good as they are — are both 
31 years old. Saros is only 26 … but what would he look like after a 
rebuild? The big question is whether Poile is willing to make what looks 
like an increasingly obvious decision. Their offseason should be 
interesting. 

As for the non-playoff squads? Hope you like birds! They’re supposed to 
match your team colors. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 40-30-11 

BIRD #8,299 

Blue-headed Parrot 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Record: 42-31-8 

BIRD #8,310 

Black-winged Parrot 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 37-32-11 

BIRD #8,015 
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Garnet Pitta 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 37-34-10 

BIRD #7,792 

Lazuli Bunting 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 31-39-11 

BIRD #8,138 

Yellow-scarfed Tanager 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 31-36-14 

BIRD #7,359 

Harlequin Duck 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 32-36-13 

BIRD #8,233 

Spotted Kingfisher 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 37-37-7 

BIRD #2,646 

Swinhoe's Pheasant 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 32-42-7 

BIRD #4,016 

House Finch 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 31-40-10 

BIRD #6,994 

Cardinal Quelea 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 28-42-11 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 27-45-9 

BIRD #5,195 

Long-tailed Meadowlark 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 26-48-6 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 25-45-11 

BIRD #7,263 

Northern Oriole 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 21-49-11 

BIRD #4,879 

Blue-crowned Trogon 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 24-50-7 

BIRD #5,854 

Purple-backed Thornbill 
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Down Goes Brown: Ranking the worst Game 7 losses for each NHL 
team 

 

Sean McIndoe22-28 minutes 13/05/2022 

 

Welcome to a weekend of Game 7s. If your favorite team isn’t playing in 
one, prepare to be entertained. If they are, well, prepare for pain. 

Whenever I make a ranking, I know what I’m in for. It’s a fun format to 
play with, and readers usually enjoy them, but somebody will always get 
mad. It doesn’t matter how obvious the topic might be. Some fan out 
there will take it personally. I could do a ranking of the NHL’s best players 
that had Connor McDavid and Cale Makar at the top, and some 
Columbus fan will show up to yell at me that it’s actually Zach Werenski. 
And that’s cool — a little bit of hometown bias is part of the deal. 

But today … I’m not sure today is going to go well for me. That’s because 
of this ranking’s topic: Every team’s most painful Game 7 loss, ranked 
from least to most heartbreaking. 

I’m willing to bet that just about every fan who saw that headline 
immediately thought that their team has to rank high. Maybe you even 
figure you’re a slam dunk for top spot. After all, it might be true that every 
fan base has suffered, but surely no fan base has suffered as much as 
yours. I’m pretty sure that’s a universal trait of every die-hard sports fan. 
We all have the scars, we’re weirdly proud of them, and we’ll show them 
off if you ask, or even if you don’t. Nobody knows your pain. Of course, 
this sort of list has to build towards your team, who else could even come 
close? 

Sounds like fun, let’s do this. 

Here’s how this will work. For every team in the league, I’ve gone through 
their history and picked what I think was their most agonizing Game 7 
loss. (In some cases, I reached out to others for help, but I made the final 
call so you can blame me if you think I missed a better choice.) We’re 
considering a team’s entire history, although we’ll try to lean towards the 
modern era where we can. It goes without saying that I’m only looking at 
a team’s current location because nobody in Carolina should feel bad 
about something that happened in Hartford. 

And most importantly, I’m looking for all the different kinds of misery a 
Game 7 can provide. A close game or a late collapse will hurt, but so can 
an especially embarrassing blowout. Overtime is a bonus. So are any 
controversies, bad bounces or memorable mistakes. Context matters too, 
so we’ll consider the season, the recent history, what came after, and 
even how likable the team was before it all came crashing down. To 
borrow a term some of you will recognize, we’re looking for Those 
Games. 

We all have our pain, and this is going to get ugly. There’s no such thing 
as a pleasant Game 7 loss, but we’ll start at the merely painful and work 
our way into the depths of utter misery. Read it now, before we get a few 
new candidates this weekend. 
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Not ranked: Seattle Kraken, Carolina Hurricanes and Columbus Blue 
Jackets 

OK, maybe we don’t all have our pain, at least when it comes to the 
subject at hand. The Hurricanes have never lost a Game 7 since moving 
to Carolina, going a sickening 5-0 in winner-take-alls. They did drop a 
few in Hartford, including that legendary night back in 1992, and of 
course, could lose one Saturday. But for now, they’re safe. 

The Kraken (obviously) and the Blue Jackets (somewhat surprisingly) are 
the only other current NHL teams that have never lost a Game 7, 
meaning our actual ranking will have 29 teams to work with. Sorry 
Seattle, and Columbus fans, better worse luck next year. 

29. Minnesota Wild: 2021 vs. Vegas 

This one isn’t all that painful, coming by a 6-2 final on the road in a series 
in which they were underdogs. It’s also the only Game 7 loss the Wild 
have ever had, so here we are. Man, this franchise’s history is so boring 
that it can’t even do gut-wrenching agony right. Yet. 

28. Arizona Coyotes: 2010 vs. Detroit 

The Coyotes have three losses to choose from, but we have to go with 
the most recent. The 2009-10 edition of the club was arguably the first 
truly good team that fans in the Phoenix area had seen, finishing with 
107 points that still stands as the franchise record. But they drew the 
veteran Wings and bowed out in an embarrassing home-ice blowout, 
giving up 50 shots on goal and losing 6-1. 

27. Florida Panthers: 2012 vs. New Jersey 

This is one of the only picks that nobody will disagree with because it’s 
the only Game 7 loss in Panthers’ history so far. And on the surface, it’s 
not all that bad. The Panthers weren’t good that year, and their loss to 
the Devils came in the first round. But they did lose Game 6 and Game 7 
in overtime, the latter on home ice, and I have to give a few bonus points 
just for the immediate cutaway to Dale Tallon and Bill Torrey looking like 
a devastated Statler and Waldorf. 

26. Los Angeles Kings: 1976 vs. Boston 

The Kings have been remarkably resistant to Game 7 misery, with just 
four losses in 55 years, none in the Gretzky or Stanley Cup eras and 
none past the second round. I’ll go with the 1976 loss to the Bruins, 
which came in Marcel Dionne’s first year as a King. It was a classic 
underdog battle, with the Bruins winning Games 1, 4 and 5 by a 
combined score of 14-1 but the Kings hanging around with three close 
wins, two of which came in overtime. That included a memorable Game 6 
winner by Butch Goring, but the Bruins would slam the door with a 3-0 
win in Game 7. 

25. Tampa Bay Lightning: 2011 vs. Boston 

I realize nobody is too eager to offer much sympathy to the two-time 
defending champs, but the Lightning have lost three conference finals in 
a Game 7 and watched the team that beat them go on to win the Cup 
each time. I’m going to go with the first of those, in 2011, in part because 
Game 7 ended 1-0, but 2016 and 2018 would work too. 

24. Dallas Stars: 1997 vs. Edmonton 

The Stars have lost four Game 7s in Dallas, but I think this one pretty 
clearly comes down to the two that went to overtime: 1997 against 
Edmonton, and 2019 against St. Louis. Recency bias says we should go 
with the latter, and it was a double-OT loss that wasted a heroic effort by 
Ben Bishop, but that Stars team wasn’t all that good. I’m going to reach 
further back for the Oilers loss, if only for how it happened. A spectacular 
Curtis Joseph save at one end, a “blink-and-you-miss-it” Todd Marchant 
rush to the other, and the best season in franchise history is over. 

23. New York Islanders: 2021 vs. Tampa Bay 

The Islanders only offer six options from over five decades of history, 
which I guess is what happens when you have one dynasty where you 
never lose and another stretch where you never make the playoffs. We 

could go back to a tough 1975 loss to the Broad Street Bullies, but we 
can probably settle for something more recent: Last year’s conference 
finals loss to the Lightning, a 1-0 nail-biter with the 18th-place Habs 
waiting in the Final. That stung, and to make it even worse, the fans who 
said there’s always next year turned out to be wrong. 

22. Nashville Predators: 2018 vs. Winnipeg 

We’ve only got two options here, but the 2018 loss is a worthy pick. The 
Predators had been to the final the previous year and had just won the 
Presidents’ Trophy when the Jets showed up on their home ice and 
knocked them out with a 5-1 win in which franchise icon Pekka Rinne 
lasted just 10 minutes. Like we said, context matters, and this Predators 
team had seemed to be on the verge of a championship. They haven’t 
won a round since. 

21. Montreal Canadiens: 1955 vs. Detroit 

I’ve got to be honest, for a 105-year-old franchise, they don’t give us a 
ton to work with. Sure, losing to the Bruins always hurts, and so did 
dropping a series to the hated Nordiques in 1985. But considering how 
many gut-wrenching games we’re going to get to for the other teams, the 
Habs get off annoyingly easy here. 

We’ll go with 1955 for the historical significance – this was the year of the 
Rocket Richard suspension, one that cost the Habs home ice in a Final in 
which the home team won every game. The fans rioted and said they 
were robbed. Then the Habs won the next five Cups because even the 
heartbreak in Montreal usually ends well. Screw it, I’m ranking this one in 
the 20s. 

20. St. Louis Blues: 2000 vs. San Jose 

The Blues are a bit of a weird one, since in 55 years of franchise history 
they’ve only had two Game 7s past Round 2: The 2019 Cup Final that 
they won, and the 1986 Campbell finals that they lost. We could go with 
that latter one, but instead, I’m leaning to the 2000 loss to San Jose in 
the first round. That Blues team won the Presidents’ Trophy with a 
franchise-record 116 points and were heavy favorites over the Sharks. 
But a flat effort and a buzzer-beating Owen Nolan hail mary on Roman 
Turek spelled the end of a dream season and left Blues fans wondering if 
their day would ever come. It did, but it took a while. 

19. Chicago Blackhawks: 1971 vs. Montreal 

It’s very tempting to use the 2014 loss to the Kings, which came in a 
fantastic series and cost the Blackhawks a chance to win three straight 
Cups. But I’m going to go old school by going back to the 1971 Final, in 
which the Stan Mikita/Bobby Hull/Tony Esposito core came within a 
game of winning it all. The Hawks had home ice for Game 7 in a series in 
which the home team won each of the first six games, and they jumped 
out to a 2-0 lead midway through the game. That’s when coach Billy 
Reay left Hull and Mikita on the bench in favor of his grinders, only to 
watch Montreal clawback for a 3-2 win. The Hawks wouldn’t win a Cup 
for nearly 40 years. 

18. Winnipeg Jets: 1990 vs. Edmonton 

The 2.0 era has yet to produce a Game 7 loss, and the Thrashers didn’t 
have one either so we can’t even break the rules to reach back for that. 
But that’s OK, because as per longstanding DGB protocol, The Jets Are 
The Jets. That means we can use the original version, and it’s an easy 
call. The Oilers kicked sand in the Jets’ faces all through the 1980s, but 
with Wayne Gretzky gone by 1990, it felt like payback time. Winnipeg 
built a 3-1 series lead, and we all thought it was over. Instead, the Oilers 
won a pair of one-goal games to get to Game 7, then finished the job. 

17. New York Rangers: 1950 vs. Detroit 

The team that famously didn’t win a Game 7 until the franchise was 
nearly 65 years old also hasn’t lost all that many; just a half-dozen in 
almost a century, and only one of those coming since 1974. We’ll reach 
back to the 1950 and one of only two Stanley Cup Final Game 7s to end 
in sudden death, and the only one to go to double-OT before Detroit’s 
Tony Leswick ended it. To make matters worse, the Rangers didn’t get a 
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single home game in the series because the circus had bumped them 
from Madison Square Garden. 

And yes, we just did a double-OT loss in the Cup final and we’re barely 
into the Top 20. I told you, this is going to get ugly. 

16. Ottawa Senators: 2003 vs. New Jersey 

While the Leafs delivered a pair of painful losses, this one comes down 
to two choices. There’s a strong case for the 2017 conference finals OT 
loss to the Penguins that ended a Cinderella run, and that one will 
obviously resonate more with younger fans. But I’m going to go with 
2003, when the Senators hosted the Devils, with the winner getting a trip 
to the Final and a potentially easy matchup with the upstart then-Mighty 
Ducks. That Senators team had won the Presidents’ Trophy, and the 
stars seemed to be aligning for the franchise’s first championship. 

Instead, a game that appeared to be heading to overtime turned on a 
disastrous defensive misread on a harmless rush that left a stunned 
crowd dead quiet. Nearly two decades later, that Cup seems further 
away than ever in Ottawa. 

15. Colorado Avalanche: 2002 vs. Detroit 

The Avs have had eight of their 25 seasons end with a Game 7 loss, 
including five in a six-year span from 1998 to 2003. But with apologies to 
Andrew Brunette ending Patrick Roy’s career, I think this one is an easy 
call. It has to be the humiliating 7-0 to the Red Wings in 2002. That game 
might not have even happened if it weren’t for Roy’s Statue of Liberty in 
Game 6, and what seemed to be setting up as a classic ended up as a 
relentless butt-kicking from the team’s great rival. To this day it’s both the 
last playoff game of the Avs/Wings rivalry, and the last time we’ve seen 
Colorado in a conference finals. 

14. Philadelphia Flyers: 2000 vs. New Jersey 

The Flyers are another tough one, and if you wanted to go with the 1987 
Cup Final loss to the Oilers then I could hardly blame you. Instead, I’m 
going to go with 2000 against the Devils, if only for what’s become the 
lasting image of that series: Eric Lindros crumpled on the ice after a 
monster headshot from Scott Stevens. While we didn’t know it at the 
time, it was the last we’d see of Lindros as a Flyer, spelling the abrupt 
end of an era that never delivered the championship it seemed destined 
for. 

13. Buffalo Sabres: 2006 vs. Carolina 

The post-lockout Sabres were probably the best teams in franchise 
history and deserved at least one trip to the Final. Instead, back-to-back 
seasons ended one round short, including a heartbreaking Game 7 loss 
to Carolina in 2006. Pretty much every Sabres defenseman was injured, 
they were on the road, and they got screwed on the game-winning goal 
by the new “puck-over-glass” rule. And all of it with an eight-seed waiting 
in the Final. 

12. Washington Capitals: 1987 vs. New York Islanders 

I know, I figured the Capitals would rank higher than this too. But the 
problem is that they’ve had so many crushing Game 7 losses — a dozen 
in total, all in the last 35 years (and eight of them in the salary-cap era). 
For their fans, each one is its own kind of awful, but for the rest of us, 
Washington Capitals heartbreak suffers from three stooges syndrome. 

I couldn’t figure this one out, so I turned to my go-to source for Capitals’ 
misery, Japer’s Rink. Here’s what he told me: 

Such a hard call. The Easter Epic was obviously a 12 out of 10 for sheer 
agony. The 2010 game was brutal because of the potential that team 
(ostensibly) had and the 3-1 lead in the series, plus (Jaroslav) Halak. The 
1992 game was underrated awful (a 3-1 series lead and a loss to 
Pittsburgh), ditto 1995. The 2009 loss was bad (2-0 blown lead, 
Pittsburgh, Ovi stoned on an early breakaway, blowout loss). And 2017 
was back-to-back Presidents’ Trophies, Pittsburgh yet again, and felt like 
the window had closed. The others weren’t quite as bad as these six 
(OMG). 

It’s hard not to pick the Easter Epic for heartbreak, but 2010 wins for 
disappointment and embarrassment. 

Good enough for me. The only quadruple-overtime Game 7 loss in NHL 
history gets the nod. 

11. Anaheim Ducks/Mighty Ducks of Anaheim: 2003 vs. New Jersey 

With all due respect to the Bruce Boudreau era, we don’t have to 
overthink it here. A storybook Mighty Ducks season ended with a Game 
7 loss in the Stanley Cup Final, with Martin Brodeur shutting them out. To 
pour salt in the wound, while nobody could have imagined it at the time, 
this ended up being Paul Kariya’s last game as a Mighty Duck, and they 
didn’t even make the playoffs the next year. 

And yes, we’ve still got 10 of these to go. We’re well past the point where 
a lot of this misery all starts to bleed together, but we promised you a 
ranking to get mad about, and that’s what we’ll deliver. Hey Penguins 
fans, you know who else delivered when it counted? 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins: 1993 vs. New York Islanders 

Maybe you could make a case for the 1996 conference finals with 
Florida, or when they got Halak’d by the Habs in 2010. But I don’t think 
there’s going to be much dispute here, as quite possibly the single 
greatest team in franchise history has its quest for a threepeat stopped 
by David Freaking Volek. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs: 1993 vs. Los Angeles 

First things first: I know a lot of you are expecting “It Was 4-1” here. But 
that was a bad Leafs team that deserved to lose, and upsetting the 
Bruins would have probably set them back years. As embarrassing 
and/or hilarious as that loss was, it ended up being a good thing for the 
franchise. 

Instead, our pick comes from the 1993 run, which remains the closest 
that two generations of Leafs fans have seen their team come to a Cup. 
Wayne Gretzky’s five-point night at Maple Leaf Gardens, in what he calls 
his single greatest game, put an end to the dream. Coming so close and 
falling one goal short is bad enough; having it come on the heels of one 
of the most infamous missed calls in NHL history just cements this as the 
Leafs’ worst of the worst. 

8. Vegas Golden Knights: 2019 vs. San Jose 

This is the only Game 7 loss in Golden Knights’ history, but it’s 
excruciating. Leading 3-0 midway through the third, the Golden Knights 
were basically coasting. That’s when Cody Eakin took a controversial 
major for cross-checking Joe Pavelski, and San Jose roared back to 
score four power-play goals. To make matters even worse, the Golden 
Knights managed to get off the mat and force overtime in the final 
minute, which only ended up prolonging the agony. 

7. Detroit Red Wings: 2009 vs. Pittsburgh 

Red Wings’ history offers 11 options, including three separate losses to 
the Maple Leafs in the Final during the Original Six era, the Nikolai 
Borschevsky game, the Sharks stunner of 1994, and an overtime near-
miss against the Hawks in 2013. Still, I don’t think we have to galaxy-
brain this pick. Let’s go with the 2009 Final, in which the Wings’ quest for 
back-to-back titles falls just short at the hands of the Penguins, and one 
of the greatest Final-ending moments we’ve ever seen. 

6. Calgary Flames: 2004 vs. Tampa Bay 

The Flames have had their share of Game 7 heartbreak, including 
memorable losses to the Oilers in 1991 and the Canucks in 1994. But it’s 
one thing to get beat in the first round by Pavel Bure or even Theo 
Fleury. It’s another to lose in the Final to Ruslan Fedotenko. And that’s 
especially true when the game shouldn’t even have happened because 
you already scored the series-winner in Game 6. (Yes, it was in — fight 
me, you parallax view weirdos.) 
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Bottom line: Jarome Iginla deserved a Cup, and when the league 
screwed up and he didn’t get one the hockey gods were so mad they 
canceled the NHL for a year. 

5. Edmonton Oilers: 2006 vs. Carolina 

I went back and forth on the Oilers more than any other team, and I’m 
still not sure this is the right call. After all, Steve Smith’s own-goal in 1986 
may have been the biggest gaffe in hockey history, costing the Oilers a 
shot at five straight Cups. It feels almost sacrilegious to rank awful Game 
7 losses without including that one. 

But that came in an era where the team had it good, so I think it may not 
sting quite as much as the 2006 loss in the Cup final. That team was a 
wonderful underdog story that came within one game of a miracle 
championship despite losing their goalie in Game 1. Do they win the 
series if Dwayne Roloson is healthy? We’ll never know for sure (the 
answer is obviously yes), but we do know that a decade of darkness and 
counting would follow. 

4. New Jersey Devils: 1994 vs. New York Rangers 

Another tough one, as the 1994 loss was crushing but the Devils also lost 
the 2001 Final in seven to Colorado. I reached out to lifelong Devils fan 
Greg Wyshynski for his advice: 

It was 1994. Even though (winning the Cup in) 1995 happened, 1994 
was the moment when we finally thought we were going to get our 
revenge for a decade of hell from the Rangers. Plus, you gotta 
remember, we had to coexist in life with those Rangers fans too. 

Yep, I have to agree. Greg also points out that the Matteau winner only 
happened because the Devils sent the game to overtime with seconds 
left (the original Zelepukin goal). Plus the 2001 loss at least gave us the 
feel-good Ray Bourque moment, while 1994 still gets brought up 
endlessly by the league’s marketing machine, meaning even to this day 
Devils fans can’t escape it. 

3. Vancouver Canucks: 2011 vs. Boston 

The Canucks are kind enough to offer us a pair of Game 7 losses in the 
Stanley Cup Final, and you could absolutely go with either of them. (Fun 
fact that is not remotely fun: No other team in NHL history has lost a 
Game 7 in the Final without ever winning a Cup, and Vancouver has 
done it twice.) You really can’t go wrong with either choice. Unless you’re 
a Canucks fan, in which case you’re still not ready to talk about it. 

In my first draft of this piece, I went with 1994. That team was just so 
easy to love, even if you weren’t a Canucks fan, and they fought back 
from down 3-1 in the series to force a deciding game that saw them 
come within a Nathan LaFayette goal post of forcing overtime. That’s 
where I wanted to cast my ballot. 

But I figured I’d check in with a few Canucks fans, and they all told me 
the same thing: It has to be 2011. As Thomas Drance put it: 

It’s 2011. By a ton. Arguably the organization never recovered from it. If 
you look at the decision tree that’s followed, it’s almost like it was a 
trauma. 

Yeah, I have to concede this one. The 1994 Canucks were a feel-good 
team that almost went all the way. The 2011 Canucks were the favorites 
who collapsed, then tore the city apart in a collective rage. They’re not 
just the right pick for Vancouver, they’re a legit candidate for top spot on 
this list. 

2. Boston Bruins: 1979 vs. Montreal 

You’d expect an Original Six team to offer up plenty of options, and 
Boston does. Thirteen, to be exact, including the 2019 Final and one of 
the only blown 3-0 series leads in NHL history. 

As bad as those were — and they were very bad! — I still don’t think this 
one is all that close. It has to be a loss so painful that to this day, it can 
be invoked with three words: Too Many Men. 

That game wasn’t for the Stanley Cup, but with the Rangers waiting in 
the final, it kind of was. The loss was as crushing as they come, 
especially since it was self-inflicted. 

1. San Jose Sharks: 2014 vs. Los Angeles 

There are lots of candidates for top spot on this list, and maybe it feels 
wrong to you to give the honors to a first-round loss. But most of these 
other fan bases have a Cup or two to fall back on, or at least some vague 
hope for the future. Not in San Jose, where this loss came to define an 
era where the Sharks were always good, just never good enough. 

Put it this way: Other games on this list are a team at its low point. This 
one is a team cementing its reputation for all time. 

This was, of course, the series that saw the Sharks blow a 3-0 lead, 
becoming just the fourth team to ever do so. Joe Thornton’s mournful 
face after the loss still haunts me, and that was before Drew Doughty 
twisted the knife with his quote about seeing fear in the Sharks eyes, but 
it’s not like anyone needed help with the misery index here. Even the 
typically chipper NHL.com called the Sharks “devastated” in its headline, 
and featured quotes like “this one is a type of series that will rip your 
heart out.” Then they had to watch the hated Kings go on to win it all. 

The Sharks missed the playoffs a year later, but to their credit, they 
recovered to go all the way to the final in 2016, where they of course lost. 
That’s what they do in San Jose, often in the most heartbreaking ways 
possible. They chased another shot at glory for so long that now the 
team is old and capped out, not to mention bad. All they’re left with is a 
history of misery, with this game standing head and shoulders above the 
rest. 

It all probably leaves Sharks fans wondering if anyone has ever had it 
quite as bad as them. Maybe, sure, at least overall. But in a single Game 
7? I’m honestly not sure. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - X factors, predictions for Bruins-
Hurricanes, Lightning-Maple Leafs, Kings-Oilers 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

9-11 minutes 

4:00 PM BST 

 

While the first round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs has included a few 
too many blowouts for our liking, it has also provided five Game 7s, the 
ultimate "tension convention." 

According to ESPN Stats & Information, Saturday will be the first time 
since Apr. 30, 2014, that there will be three Game 7s played on the same 
day, and it will also be the first time in NHL history that two Game 7s will 
be hosted by Canadian teams on the same day. 

To help get you ready for Saturday's games -- Boston Bruins-Carolina 
Hurricanes (4:30 p.m. ET, ESPN), Tampa Bay Lightning-Toronto Maple 
Leafs (7 p.m. ET, TNT) and Los Angeles Kings-Edmonton Oilers (10 p.m. 
ET, ESPN) -- we're breaking down a path to victory for each team, 
identifying the X factors in all three contests and making final-score 
predictions. 

Jump to: 

CAR-BOS 

TOR-TB 
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Boston Bruins at Carolina Hurricanes 

4:30 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN 

Leading scorers: Brad Marchand, Bruins (4 G | 7 A) 

Tony DeAngelo, Hurricanes (1 G | 7 A) 

Path to victory for Boston: The best news for the Bruins here is they've 
got nothing to lose. Carolina has been the better team in this series 
overall. They were the higher seed going in. Yet Boston still stands with a 
chance to advance past them. 

All the pressure is on Carolina to perform in Game 7. The Bruins simply 
get to go out and play. And that will be the Bruins' superpower. They 
have the veteran know-how from Patrice Bergeron and Brad Marchand. 
They have the goal-scoring talents of David Pastrnak and Taylor Hall. 
They have rock-solid goaltending from Jeremy Swayman, and a back 
end led by the talents of Charlie McAvoy. To win Game 7, Boston has to 
just be itself. -- Shilton 

Path to victory for Carolina: This is why the regular season matters. The 
Hurricanes return to Raleigh licking their wounds, but knowing that 
they've absolutely dominated the Bruins on home ice in this series. 

They've outscored them 15-4, but more importantly, they've scored early 
and often. Carolina had leads of 2-0, 3-0 and 4-0 in their home wins. 
They've taken fewer penalties in all three home games. They've gotten 
better goaltending, as Antti Raanta has a .974 save percentage in 
Raleigh. They can get the matchups they want against the Bruins' top 
two lines. "Obviously at home you get the last change, which is an 
advantage. But you still have to come to play," said defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin. With the volume and ferocity of their home fans, they'll come to 
play. -- Wyshynski 

Shilton's X factor: This could come down to goaltending. Carolina has 
played the entire series without starter Frederik Andersen. Raanta has 
been great in his absence, and Swayman has been equally good since 
taking over for Linus Ullmark. Swayman is riding the high of a Game 6 
win though, and that confidence could carry over in a big way for the 
Bruins. 

Wyshynski's X factor: Line matching. Coach Rod Brind'Amour waved the 
white flag in Boston when it came to getting Sebastian Aho away from 
the Bruins' duo of Bergeron and Marchand. The Bruins had the last 
change, and Bergeron played the majority of his minutes against the 
Hurricanes' top line. In their previous three wins, Carolina sent out Jordan 
Staal's line as a countermeasure against Bergeron and Marchand, while 
getting Aho away from them. Do that again, and it could be the Aho line 
that's the difference in Game 7. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 3-2 Bruins 

Wyshynski: 5-3 Hurricanes 

Tampa Bay Lightning at Toronto Maple Leafs 

7 p.m. ET (TNT) 

Leading scorers: Nikita Kucherov, Lightning (2 G | 6 A) 

Auston Matthews, Maple Leafs (4 G | 4 A) 

Path to victory for Tampa Bay: The Maple Leafs can talk all they want 
about being the better team in the series and their past playoff failures -- 
not having won a playoff series since 2004 -- being buried in the past. 
But it's Game 7. It's the Toronto Maple Leafs. It's the first time all series 
the Lightning have had to plant those seeds of doubt in the minds of their 
opponents and see what crooked limbs grow from them. 

Tactically, the Lightning have to play tighter defense in front of Andrei 
Vasilevskiy and can't allow the Leafs to score multiple goals in quick 
succession as they have in the last two games. The path to victory is 
clear. It's been blazed before by Steven Stamkos, Victor Hedman, Ryan 

McDonagh, Brayden Point, Nikita Kucherov, Alex Killorn and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. The Lightning won a Game 7 to advance to the Stanley Cup 
Final last season. The Leafs are 0-8 in the Auston Matthews/Mitch 
Marner era when having a chance to eliminate their opponents. -- 
Wyshynski 

Path to victory for Toronto: The Leafs' sad recent history of being unable 
to advance in the playoffs should be motivation enough to get the job 
done in Game 7. Toronto was the better team in Game 6. Losing in 
overtime was a tough pill to swallow given the number of opportunities 
they had. Vasilevskiy was sensational in net, and Toronto will expect that 
to be the case again in Game 7. Certainly the Lightning have proven the 
last two years they know how to win on a big stage. 

Yet Toronto has outplayed Tampa more often than not in this series. The 
team's core stars -- Matthews, Marner, William Nylander and John 
Tavares -- have all been important contributors the last two games. Jack 
Campbell is back on point in net. If the Leafs can simply maintain that 
status quo, and challenge Vasilevskiy a little more with traffic in front, 
they have a great chance of pushing through. -- Shilton 

Shilton's X factor: It's not so much a player as it is the ability to handle 
circumstance. This series has been defined by momentum swings -- big 
ones. By penalties called, and not. By opportunities grasped, and 
missed. Tampa has the Stanley Cup pedigree here, but Toronto shouldn't 
let that intimidate them. Campbell has a sub-.900 save percentage in this 
series (.893) -- but so does Vasilevskiy (.885). Almost everything to date 
has been evenly matched. Game 7 will be decided in favor of which team 
can stay calm, cool and collected the longest. 

Wyshynski's X factor: For all the talk about the Lightning's incredible 17-0 
record after postseason losses, the Maple Leafs are going to have to 
break a different mind-boggling streak to advance to the next round 
(eight straight losses in games that would have won them a series). 
Vasilevskiy has pitched a shutout in the final game of Tampa Bay's last 
five series wins, including two Stanley Cup-clinching victories. Let's be 
real: He hasn't been great this series, with a .885 save percentage 
behind a rather leaky defense. But when the Lightning are ready to close, 
he's slammed the door on many series in the past. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 4-2 Maple Leafs 

Wyshynski: 4-3 (OT) Maple Leafs 

Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers 

10 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN 

Leading scorers: Adrian Kempe, Kings (2 G | 4 A) 

Connor McDavid, Oilers (3 G | 9 A) 

Path to victory for Los Angeles: "First goal wins" is one of the dustier 
cliches in the Stanley Cup playoffs, but it's undeniably applicable in this 
series. In the Kings' three victories, they've struck first; in their three 
losses, they have not. Scoring first allows the Kings to get set up in their 
defensive posture. Padding that lead builds a safety net for when Connor 
McDavid inevitably scores for Edmonton. 

But to win Game 7, they'll need two things. First, to raise their compete 
level to match that of the Oilers, who were the better team at 5-on-5 in 
Game 6. Also, they'll need someone to step up to be an offensive 
difference-maker. Trevor Moore had three points in their Game 1 win. 
Carl Grundstrom had three points in their Game 4 win. Adrian Kempe 
had three points and the overtime game-winner in their Game 5 victory. 
Who will be the hero this time? -- Wyshynski 

Path to victory for Edmonton: Give the puck to Connor McDavid. Just 
kidding (sort of). Edmonton's stars have carried the day in this series, 
though, from McDavid (12 points) to Evander Kane (seven goals) to Leon 
Draisaitl (eight points). Those big names have to show out one more 
time, against a Kings team wielding great offensive depth and capable of 
locking down defensively. 
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And then there's Jonathan Quick, who has been equal parts revelatory 
and rickety in this series. The Oilers love generating rush chances, but 
making Quick uncomfortable with traffic and more commitment to the 
cycle game could pay off early. Closing out any series' final game is a 
marathon effort. The Oilers have to treat Game 7 as such. -- Shilton 

Shilton's X factor: Phillip Danault. How good has he been for the Kings in 
this series, and the entire season, really? He's frustrated the Oilers time 
and again with a suffocating defensive game. Danault does it all for L.A., 
whether it's winning crucial faceoffs, scoring timely goals or successfully 
battling for loose pucks. He is the definition of a difference-maker, with 
the ability to turn Game 7 in L.A.'s favor. 

Wyshynski's X factor: Does Quick have one more vintage performance in 
him? The Kings goaltender battled in each of their victories, including his 
31-save Game 4 performance that made this a series. While we don't 
expect that kind of effort in this game, Quick is the very definition of an X 
factor. If he's on, he will be the difference. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 4-3 Kings 

Wyshynski: 3-2 Kings 
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Sportsnet.ca / Pressure now on Flames to close the deal against Stars at 
home in Game 7 

 

Eric Francis 

May 14, 2022, 2:56 AM 

 

DALLAS — The disappointment still evident in his expression, Elias 
Lindholm was asked why he was still optimistic his Calgary Flames can 
make good on their second, and final, crack at eliminating the Dallas 
Stars. 

“We’ve been a good team all year,” said Lindholm, minutes after his 
club’s emotional 4-2 loss in Game 6 at American Airlines Center. 

“We have a lot of talent, and a lot of characters, and one of the best 
goalies in the league. And we have home ice, so we’re excited.” 

What they likely won’t have is their best defenceman, Chris Tanev. 

Early in the second period of a game with more momentum swings than 
a Tilt-A-Whirl, Tanev left the game and did not return following the Stars’ 
second goal. 

With Oliver Kylington stumbling to the ice after being walked around, 
Tanev tripped over his defensive partner and lay prone on his stomach 
as he slid towards the Flames net. While reaching out with his left arm to 
try steering the puck off the goal line, Michael Raffl poked the puck in as 
he and Joel Kiviranta fell on top of Tanev’s upper body. 

In one of his shorter press conferences, Darryl Sutter clearly wasn’t going 
to address Tanev’s status or what it might mean. 

Michael Stone did. 

"Just means everybody’s got to step up and try to do the things he does, 
and he does a lot for this hockey team,” said Stone, whose local cult 
status grew with his first playoff goal since 2017. 

“So, it’s going to take six guys to step up and contribute.” 

They’ve done it by committee on the back-end all year long, so why not 
again for Game 7 Sunday in Calgary when the club hopes to end its 
seven-year wait for second-round action? 

Problem is, that committee of six may also include Connor Mackey if the 
league chooses to suspend Nikita Zadorov for a neutral zone hit on Luke 
Glendening minutes before the Tanev injury. 

The hit caught Glendening’s head, buckling the Stars forward, who left 
for the balance of the period before returning to the bench after clearing 
concussion protocol. However, he told the coach he couldn’t play due to 
a lower-body injury and simply wanted to stay with his teammates to 
watch. 

Should Flames' Zadorov have hearing for hit on Stars' Glendening? 

In a game that featured an elevated level of hatred between the two 
clubs, Zadorov immediately skated past the Stars bench to exchange 
words with an irate group. 

There was no penalty on the play, but how the NHL’s Department of 
Safety proceeds will be interesting. 

“The referees are sometimes put in a tough position,” said Stars coach 
Rick Bowness. 

“It’s easy for us to look at the video, slow it down and say that’s a 
headshot. The referees sometimes don’t get the best angles, so you live 
with their call.” 

And so, Flames fans will be put through the wringer yet again. 

A team that has only gotten through the first round twice in three decades 
will get another crack at closing out a wild-card team that returns to 
Calgary with nothing to lose. 

The pressure is squarely on the Pacific division champs to take a 
talented roster with nine guys who’ve never won a playoff series and 
close the deal. 

Flames need to find killer instinct with second chance to close out series 
in Game 7 

“I know we’re not supposed to still be playing,” shrugged Bowness, 
playing up the underdog role, even though his club beat out Calgary two 
years earlier. 

“We’re supposed to be on a golf vacation right now, but that wasn’t our 
intention going in. We didn’t get in the playoffs to be someone else’s 
stepping stone for the second round. Here we are, going to Game 7, so 
our guys deserve a lot of credit.” 

They certainly do, especially after the Flames gave them every reason to 
panic midway through the second period when they saw their 2-0 lead 
disappear thanks to goals four minutes apart by Mikael Backlund and 
Stone. 

However, late in the frame Miro Heiskanen steered away from Matthew 
Tkachuk at the point, walked in and beat Jacob Markstrom from 40-feet 
out. 

Two nights after making their first third period comeback in a playoff 
game since 2015 (which is the last time the Flames advanced a round), 
the Flames weren’t able to break through before Tyler Seguin’s empty 
netter. 

The Flames had the better first period and slightly more high danger 
scoring chances in a game that featured much more wide-open spurts, 
but when it mattered most Jake Oettinger and a stifling Dallas defence 
shut the door. An Erik Gudbranson shot off the post early in the third was 
as close as the Flames came to tying it. 

The Flames are now 7-17 in Game 6’s and will host their first Game 7 
since 2006 when they lost to Anaheim. 

The Flames have lost six of the last seven Game 7’s they’ve played, 
which is, of course, irrelevant. 

“It was a hell of a game, just couldn’t get the equalizer,” said a seething 
Sutter. 
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“You’ve got to win a game. It takes a lot. Some guys are still learning how 
much it takes. Said it yesterday and this morning.” 

Stone said his club traded too many chances with the Stars, but that 
when the group returns to Calgary on Saturday afternoon they’ll do so by 
parking their latest setback. 

“It’s a seven-game series for a reason — sometimes it doesn’t go all the 
way but that’s three games apiece and it comes down to one,” said 
Stone, who watched both goalies make 36 saves in the most entertaining 
game of the series. 

“We’re still feeling good about it. We’ve got home ice. That’s one of the 
advantages of the way we finished the regular season. So we’re looking 
forward to a big Game 7.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With the season on the line for Oilers, Game 7 vs. Kings is 
'what dreams are made of' 

 

Mark Spector May 13, 2022, 8:23 PM 

 

EDMONTON — The irony of that quote is, five years later, the Edmonton 
Oilers have not yet found their way out of the disappointment business. 
But at the same time, they ARE back. 

Back to another Game 7, like that 2-1, Game 7 second-round loss in 
Anaheim that left a 20-year-old McDavid so bullish on his team’s 
immediate future, as impossibly rosy as it must have seemed that day. 

“Come next season,” McDavid promised that night, “we’ll find ourselves 
in a similar spot. And we’ll be able to look back on this, feel that 
disappointment, and know ... how much that sucked.” 

Well, it’s five years later, but here we are. Better late than never, it may 
be the only time McDavid ever did anything slow on a hockey rink. 

Sometimes life gives us a special moment right out of the blue. Other 
times, like a Game 7 at home on a Saturday night in May, you see the 
moment coming – you’re just not sure what kind of moment it will be. 
What emotion the lasting memory will evoke, elation or dread? 

Will it cut like a knife to the heart, or a blood bond between brothers? 
Either way, it is never to be forgotten. 

After losing Game 7 of the Stanley Cup final in 2006, Shawn Horcoff 
gave us one of our favourite quotes in a long career of thought collecting. 

“We left it all out there,” Horcoff said after that game. “It was an honour.” 

After a Game 7 in Dallas in 1997, overtime hero Todd Marchant – who 
days before we had written could somehow not put the puck in the 
ocean, even if he were shooting off the end of a pier – was waiting for our 
arrival in the post-game dressing room at old Reunion Arena. 

“I’m right over here, Spec,” Marchant said, loud enough for all to hear. “At 
the end of the pier.” 

Touche. 

We may have to Google most of the scores and scenarios from all those 
playoff series’ our favourite teams have given us over the years. But the 
Game 7s we remember, don’t we? 

This one, on the back end a Hockey Night in Canada double-header of 
two Canadian teams in exactly the same spot, will be (as the kids say) an 
instant classic. A sudsy Saturday night, 8:20 p.m. CT start at Rogers, 
with spring in the air and the patios packed from 2 p.m. on, will provide 

an atmosphere inside Rogers Place that no game presentation 
department or scoreboard DJ can replicate. 

Why has the series between the Oilers and Kings been so 
unpredictable? 

The electricity in that building on Saturday could power a Suncor plant for 
a week, while the draught lines will pump enthusiasm through Rogers 
Place like blood through King Kong’s veins. It is, as Horcoff said, an 
honour to have been around a handful of such games over the years, a 
privilege to have spoken with the warriors within before and after. 

“You want it so bad,” 20-year vet Rod Brind’Amour said back in ’06, when 
the Carolina Hurricanes had become his last shot at a ring. “Not just for 
yourself, but for the guy sitting beside you. For your dad. Your kids. 
There are so many people you’re thinking about who are pulling for you. 
It’s exhausting.” 

That was, of course, a Stanley Cup Final. But if you don’t win the Game 
7s along the journey, you’ll never reach the destination of which 
Brind’Amour spoke. 

Like the night in 2011, when Vancouver finally slayed the dragon that 
was the Chicago Blackhawks in overtime of Game 7, a Round 1 series. 
Or the St. Louis Blues in 2016, when Troy Brouwer touched the puck four 
times before shovelling home the game-winner to oust the hated Chicago 
Blackhawks in a quarter-final. 

“If I didn’t put that one in, I might have quit hockey,” Brouwer said that 
night. 

“It was like mini-golf,” added his coach, Ken Hitchcock. 

In ’06, after Edmonton had cleaned out Carolina in Game 6 at Rexall 
Place, it was almost impossible to envision a loss in Game 7. Alas, the 
Oilers lost 2-1. 

In Vancouver in 2011, with the Canucks at home and desperate to 
satiate a 41-year thirst for franchise success, we’d have bet the family 
car on the Canucks beating Boston. That night, the Bruins never gave 
Henrik and Daniel Sedin a sniff. 

Today, just because the Oilers conjured up the performance of their 
season on Thursday in L.A., there are no guarantees, no carry-overs, 
once you get to hockey’s horse track – a Game 7. 

I’ll never forget Marchant busting down the right side around a stumbling 
Grant Ledyard, or that save Curtis Joseph made on Joe Nieuwendyk just 
moments before. Steve Smith’s Game 7 grief is etched in our minds, of 
course, but I can also picture Billy Guerin settling that puck down in ’98 at 
the old McNichols Arena, before he blew it through Patrick Roy’s legs to 
secure Round 1 in a Game 7, the second goal in a 4-0 road win for 
Edmonton over mighty Colorado. 

The old story teller Hitchcock has this Game 7 memory burned into his 
mind, from 1999. 

“There’s 13 seconds left, Ray Bourque’s got the puck at the point and 
he’s got a wrist shot going from the right side, which we all know usually 
goes in," he said. "It’s going in the net, and it hits the knob of (Eddie 
Belfour's) stick and goes out of play. We could see it perfect from the 
bench, it's a goal, and it would have tied the game … and it ends up 
putting us to the Stanley Cup finals. 

“So, I've seen this before. I've seen how close it is.” 

There is no in-between in a Game 7. And yes, emotion and the crowd 
make a difference. 

A big difference. 

“It’s what dreams are made of,” goalie Mike Smith said on Friday. Playing 
a Game 7 back home in Edmonton? "Guys are pretty excited.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Takeaways: Zibanejad keeps Rangers alive, 
Vergretzky sinks Caps 

 

Sonny Sachdeva 

May 14, 2022, 12:36 AM 

 

The Florida Panthers have taken down the Washington Capitals in Game 
6 to eliminate Alex Ovechkin’s side from the 2022 post-season. Which 
means the Cats will either face the Toronto Maple Leafs in an all-offence 
thriller, or the Tampa Bay Lightning in an all-Florida battle, depending on 
how Saturday’s Game 7 shakes out. 

Speaking of Game 7’s, the New York Rangers outlasted what’s left of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins to stay alive in their first-round series, pushing the 
battle back to Manhattan for an all-or-nothing finale of their own. 

And they did it in eerily familiar fashion. 

Here’s how things shook out the first time the Rangers managed to stay 
alive, in Game 5: Pittsburgh got off to a solid start, building up a 2-0 lead. 
The Rangers woke up in the second period, and tied it up with two quick 
goals, and then added a third to take the lead. Pittsburgh managed to 
pull level with one themselves, tying the game at 3-3, before the Rangers 
iced it with two more goals in the third. 

Here’s how Game 6 went: Exactly the same. Two-goal Pens lead, two 
quick ones from New York to tie it, a third from the Rangers to take the 
lead, one more from Pittsburgh to even it up, and two more from the 
Rangers to ice it.  

Copy and paste. 

But the way these two games have gone tracks with where each club is 
at right now. In both matches, both sides have proven to be resilient, 
have shown they have enough talent to get key goals in key moments. 
But with all the bodies they’re missing, the Penguins seem to be lacking 
what they need to get over that last hill. 

That they’re even this close is impressive enough, considering they’re 
without their best forward (Sidney Crosby), their two best netminders 
(Tristan Jarry, Casy DeSmith), their most steady defenceman (Brian 
Dumoulin), and the offensive balance that comes with being able to slot 
in Rickard Rakell. 

They’ve been able to come close, but not quite match the Rangers. Now 
they’re down to one last shot at keeping this train rolling. 

After putting up 29 goals during the regular season, and amassing 151 
over the past half-decade, Mika Zibanejad found himself sitting with a 
goose egg in the goals column heading into this pivotal Game 6. 

Counted on to be one of the club’s key offensive threats, the 29-year-old  
posted just four assists over the first five games of this series. Most 
concerning was the fact that he wasn’t helping himself out by putting 
pucks on the net. Finishing with the second-most shots of any Ranger 
during the regular season, Zibanejad had just three on net during the 
teams’ Game 1 triple-overtime marathon. He came alive with five the 
next night, but in each of the past three games, he had only two shots 
apiece. 

Friday night, it finally started breaking No. 93’s way. 

It was the smooth-skating Swede who tallied two quick goals to tie the 
game up early in the second period — sniping off a pair of one-timers a 
minute-and-a-half apart — to keep his club in the fight. That pair ranks as 
the fastest two goals any Ranger has tallied in the playoffs in four 

decades. Zibanejad also became the only Ranger to score more than 
once in a potential elimination game since he joined the organization. 

And then he went out and set up the Rangers’ next two goals alongside 
Chris Kreider, putting it away. 

It’s always come in bunches for Zibanejad, and that remains true in these 
playoffs. All told, he finished Game 6 with six shots and four points, a 
crucial performance from one of New York’s most important leaders as 
they keep their season alive. 

CLAUDE COMES UP CLUTCH 

Last night, we saw two teams benefitting significantly from their trade 
deadline pickups, with the St. Louis Blues getting a key goal from 
deadline add Nick Leddy to finish off their series, and Hampus Lindholm 
looking great in his return for the Bruins, who similarly forced Game 7. 

Friday night, the most high-profile deadline acquisition of the season 
proved his worth, too. 

On three different occasions in Game 6, Claude Giroux showed the 
Panthers brass why he was worth the haul they gave up to bring him to 
town. The first came midway through the third period, with the Capitals 
holding a 2-1 lead as they looked to join the Game 7 parade. Deep in his 
own end, Giroux started the sequence off by air-mailing it out of the zone 
to safety. Carter Verhaeghe got the puck to Aaron Ekblad, who pushed 
forward into the offensive zone. 

By the time Ekblad looked to dish it, Giroux had sprinted the length of the 
sheet to join him — the 34-year-old took the pass, sniped it five-hole, and 
knotted the game up at two apiece. 

With five minutes left in the frame, Giroux came up big again, fishing a 
puck out of a scramble in front of the Caps net and getting it over to 
Aleksander Barkov, who tucked it home to give Florida a temporary lead. 
A goal from T.J. Oshie in the final minutes of the period knotted things up 
yet again, sending the tilt to overtime. 

And there, in the most important period of Florida’s season, was Giroux 
again, picking up the puck behind Washington’s net, spinning and 
whipping a gorgeous pass to Verhaeghe, who made no mistake on the 
winner. 

The veteran didn’t exactly dominate over the course of the six-game 
series, but posted four points through the first five games nonetheless. In 
the last one, though, he flashed just the type of all-world skill that 
prompted the Panthers to go get him at the deadline, and it wound up 
being the difference. 

CARTER VERGRETZKY?! 

What else can be said about this ridiculous run from Verhaeghe so far? 

We recounted a couple nights ago just how crucial he was to the 
Panthers’ success over the tail end of their series, but with each passing 
game, the 26-year-old just keeps adding to the pile. 

Through the first three games of this series, Washington came out with a 
2-1 series lead, an upset looming. Then the Cats won three straight to 
close it out — here’s what Verhaeghe did in those three: 

Game 4: Verhaeghe scores in the first to tie the game up, and then 
scores again in overtime to finish it. Series tied. 

Game 5: With Florida trailing 3-0, Verhaeghe takes over and leads his 
club back — the Panthers put up five straight goals, No. 23 factoring in 
on all five, putting in two himself and registering a primary helper on the 
three others. Florida takes the series lead, pushing the Caps to the brink. 

Game 6: Just when it seems like a quiet night for Verhaeghe, only a 
secondary assist to his name through three hard-fought periods, there he 
is with the series clincher in overtime — going skate-to-stick, and top 
shelf off the backhand. Yeesh. 
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In netting that last overtime winner, Verhaeghe joined some elite, elite 
company. He’s just the fourth player in NHL history to score multiple 
overtime goals in a single playoff year (the others: Mel Hill in 1939, 
Maurice Richard in 1951, Corey Perry in 2017). He also became just the 
12th player in NHL history — and just the fourth in the past 20 years — to 
score the game-winning goal in three straight playoff contests. 

He now has 12 points through these playoffs so far, tied with Connor 
McDavid for the league lead. His six goals sit just one behind the 
league's top spot. 

The wildest part of it all: Guess how much Florida paid this year for this 
all-world production? A tidy sum of $1 million. 

The former Bolts castaway, who's absolutely showing out for the Cats 
right now, is the ninth-highest-paid forward on Florida’s roster. He’s the 
18th-highest-paid player on the roster overall — in fact, the Panthers' cap 
recapture penalty for retired netminder Roberto Luongo cost them more 
this season than Vergaeghe ($1,092,122). 

Yet, so far, Verhaeghe's been the most important Panther in these 
playoffs, and it’s not particularly close. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Breaking down five key questions the Jets must answer 
this off-season 

 

Ken Wiebe May 13, 2022, 1:41 PM 

 

WINNIPEG — Trotz Mania has reached a fever pitch in the keystone 
province, but the competition Barry Trotz's services might include a few 
more teams with a trio of Game 7's set for Saturday night. 

No matter which other teams consider a head coaching change, the 
Winnipeg Jets will be among the suitors when the pride of Dauphin, 
Man., begins to consider his options, a process that is expected to heat 
up as early as next week. 

The to-do list for Jets general manager Kevin Cheveldayoff is a lengthy 
one and there are a number of pivotal priorities he will attempt to 
achieve, but the majority of the personnel decisions will be made after 
the head coaching vacancy is filled. 

Trotz jumped to the front of the line earlier this week as the New York 
Islanders made him a free agent after handing him a pink slip. 

If Trotz wants to coach in his home province, the Jets will find a way to 
make the dollars and the term work, even if the amount exceeds $4 
million per season. 

And if Trotz ultimately decides that he could use a breather or wants to 
transition to a management role, there will be a number of other 
candidates who emerge — one of those being Lane Lambert, who has 
been working with Trotz for more than a decade and is sure to be in the 
mix for several other jobs that are already available. 

Here are four other issues for the Jets to sort out during the coming 
weeks and months, leading up to and beyond the 2022 NHL Draft in 
Montreal in July: 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

The Jets' first-line centre was already under the microscope for his play 
this season and only magnified his situation by what he said to reporters 
when speaking for the first time since suffering a shoulder injury on April 
10. 

Scheifele made it abundantly clear that he needed to hear a few things in 
his exit meeting about the direction the Jets are going before making a 
decision about his future. 

The seventh overall pick in the 2011 NHL Draft is under contract for two 
more seasons at a cap hit of $6.125 million and has produced at more 
than a point-per-game pace in each of the past six campaigns, so he will 
be in demand if the two sides were unable to find common ground. 
Though Elliotte Friedman reported on Saturday that Scheifele had not 
demanded a trade. 

Could a veteran coach like Trotz — should he decide to come to 
Winnipeg — be able to bring the best two-way game out of Scheifele and 
salvage the situation? 

Even if that’s not possible, the Jets aren’t about to enter a rebuilding 
phase, so they will tread carefully here and aren’t going to be in a rush to 
move Scheifele unless they are able to secure a quality package in 
return. 

Dubois enjoyed an impressive bounce-back season, basically backing up 
his words from training camp that he was going to get back to being the 
player he was before arriving in Winnipeg in the Patrik Laine-Jack 
Roslovic blockbuster. 

Dubois set a career-high for goals with 28 and his 60 points represent the 
second-highest total (he had 61 in 2018-19) he’s produced in five full 
seasons in the NHL. 

His engagement level stands out as someone who was among the 
league leaders in penalties drawn and penalties taken, he also brings an 
element the Jets don’t have enough of when it comes to his raw strength 
and power. 

Dubois generates a high volume of scoring chances at even strength to 
go along with his team-leading 15 power-play markers this season (for 
context, goal leader Kyle Connor had eight of his 47 with the man-
advantage). 

Yes, there was a time during the stretch run where Dubois was limited to 
one goal during a 13-game span (he added six assists in that time frame) 
but it’s fair to suggest that he has yet to reach his ceiling as a goal scorer 
and could be someone who reaches, or at least flirts, with 30 goals for 
years to come. 

Because of that, he’s going to command a raise from his $5 million AAV 
and $6.65 million salary as a pending restricted free agent. 

If the Jets and Dubois don’t find common ground on a long-term deal, 
he’s likely going to receive a one-year deal — since it’s highly unlikely the 
organization would go with a two-year bridge that walks him right into 
unrestricted free agency. 

Having the opportunity to suit up for Team Canada at the IIHF World 
Men’s Hockey Championship and serve as an alternate captain (along 
with Jets teammate Adam Lowry) is a great way for Dubois to wrap up 
the season. 

Once he has some time to unplug and unpack the campaign, the 
negotiations are expected to heat up and it will be fascinating to see if 
Dubois will become the latest member of the core to commit long-term, or 
if he prefers to consider going to arbitration or taking a one-year contract. 

Given the price the Jets paid to bring in Dubois to provide a one-two 
punch down the middle, this decision could impact what direction the Jets 
decide to go with Scheifele as well. 

Make room on the back end 
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The future of the composition of the back end has been a perennial 
question over the past several offseasons, but the shift in the narrative is 
that the Jets have gone from a shortage to a surplus in short order. 

Cheveldayoff believed that he solved the biggest issue surrounding the 
Jets last summer by bringing in veterans Nate Schmidt and Brenden 
Dillon to stabilize the defence corps. 

The fact that both Schmidt and Dillon had multiple years left on their 
deals meant this was more than just a Band-Aid solution, but the Jets' 
ability to defend did not develop into a strength — though that’s not all on 
the D-men. 

Josh Morrissey had an excellent season and isn’t going anywhere, while 
Neal Pionk expressed displeasure in his own game — saying he was 
“embarrassed” when he looks in the mirror and didn’t think he played his 
best hockey. He appears to be a strong candidate to bounce back, 
especially after being the Jets' best blue-liner in each of the two previous 
seasons. 

When you consider the emergence of Dylan Samberg, Ville Heinola, 
Johnny Kovacevic, Declan Chisholm and Leon Gawanke on the 
Manitoba Moose, it would be a surprise if at least one, and more likely 
two, veterans were on the move this summer — whether that’s as part of 
a larger deal involving Scheifele or in separate trades to improve the 
forward depth. 

The backup goalie position was a question mark coming into this season, 
but Eric Comrie alleviated those concerns by stepping into the role and 
performing at a high level, despite a limited workload and having to go 
long stretches between starts. 

Sure, that’s part of the job description when a team has a workhorse like 
Connor Hellebuyck, but Comrie rewarded the confidence shown in him 
by the organization by going 10-5-1 with a 2.58 goals-against average 
and .920 save percentage in 16 starts (and 19 appearances). 

Comrie showed that he’s ready to increase his workload into the 20-plus 
start range next season, provided the Jets are able to sign him this off-
season after he became a Group 6 unrestricted free agent. 

Moose goalie Mikhail Berdin is no longer exempt from waivers and is on 
a one-way contract next season, while the Jets added additional depth 
between the pipes earlier this month by signing undrafted Finnish 
netminder Oskari Salminen to a two-year, entry-level deal after an 
outstanding season in Liiga, where he recorded nine shutouts. 

There could be other options available for Comrie, but given his comfort 
level with Hellebuyck and goalie coach Wade Flaherty, coupled with the 
magical mystery tour he endured when bouncing between trades and 
waiver claims that had him part of three other organizations, one would 
understand if the 2013 second-rounder chose to stick around — provided 
the Jets make it worth his while with a modest raise. 
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TSN.CA / Maple Leafs embrace Matthews' colourful Game 7 rallying cry 

 

Mark Masters 

8-10 minutes 

 

The Maple Leafs held a media availability on Friday before flying back to 
Toronto.  

When it comes to Toronto's previous playoff failures, Auston Matthews 
says "the past is in the past" and the superstar centre had a colourful 

way of describing the required mindset for Saturday's Game 7 against 
the Tampa Bay Lightning.  

"It's about this next game and going out there with a purpose and with 
details and just competing for 60 minutes or whatever it takes," Matthews 
said moments after Thursday's overtime loss. "We just gotta put our balls 
on the line and go for it." 

It's a message that's being embraced by the team.  

"That's the perfect way to describe Game 7s," said coach Sheldon Keefe. 
"I mean, it requires an all-in effort." 

"We got to have that mentality," agreed veteran defenceman Mark 
Giordano. "We got to believe in ourselves. We're good enough. We get 
out there and play our game, we're good enough to beat anybody. You 
just have to have that confidence in our game and that's what he meant 
by that." 

The Leafs started tentatively in Game 5 against the Columbus Blue 
Jackets and got bounced from the bubble in 2020. Again, Toronto looked 
nervous to start Game 7 against Montreal last year and did not score 
until trailing 3-0 late in the third period.   

"We certainly aren't uncomfortable as we go into this game," promised 
Keefe. "We are ready for it." 

The Leafs are drawing confidence from how they battled back from a 2-0 
hole for the second straight game on Thursday.  

"We just kept competing," noted captain John Tavares. "We just kept our 
composure and we just kept playing. We had looks. A couple hit off his 
knob, you know, so close. You just got to keep going. You got to keep 
fighting and find a way to break through." 

Toronto has outscored Tampa 12-10 in five-on-five play during the 
series.  

Leafs rally behind Matthews "b---- on the line" approach 

After their Game 6 overtime loss, Auston Matthews said they need to put 
their "b---- on the line" in the deciding game of the series. Sheldon Keefe 
and Mark Giordano echoed the approach on Friday. 

Last year, the Leafs blew a 3-1 series lead and didn't play well for most of 
Game 6 in Montreal. During the best-of-five series against Columbus, 
they needed a late comeback from 3-0 down in Game 4 to stay alive.  

"Going into Game 7 last year, and even in the Columbus series the prior 
year, you are on a bit of a downer because of your performance and how 
you failed to get it done," Keefe pointed out. "Although we lost in 
overtime last night, which is similar in a sense to Montreal, the manner in 
which we played, the calibre of our opponent, how hard they have 
pushed us, how we have handled that, how we put ourselves in a 
position to win, and how our individual players are feeling with their 
confidence that they have — all of those things combine to fill our group 
with excitement." 

Matthews and Mitch Marner entered the deciding game last year feeling 
snakebitten with just one goal between them. This year, they have 
combined for six goals and 15 points.  

"Since I've been here, I've just been really impressed with the demeanour 
of the group," said Giordano. "I think our top guys are leading the way." 

Tavares, who got hurt in Game 1 last year and missed the rest of the 
series, scored twice on Thursday. He also scored in Game 5. William 
Nylander, meanwhile, has registered three straight multi-point games. 
And there's so much more beyond the points that the stars are providing.  

"Matty and Johnny taking huge faceoffs, winning huge draws and playing 
really well in their own zone," Giordano highlighted. "Willy, whenever we 
need a spark, I feel like he's the guy who's been giving it to us lately."  
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Tavares has won 64.8 per cent of his faceoffs while Matthews is at 53.9 
per cent. Pierre-Edouard Bellemare is the only Lightning centre above 50 
per cent in the playoffs.  

Matthews has also led the Leafs in hits the past two games.  

With Game 7 back home, Keefe will be able to give his stars favourable 
matchups and an even greater opportunity to influence the proceedings.  

"The fact that our top players are thriving, feeling good and are confident, 
as well as the reaction and boost we have had from our fans throughout 
the series ...We just feel like this team has lots of fight in it and 
confidence and belief in what we are doing," Keefe said. 

Toronto has fallen in five straight opening-round series, but even the 
Lightning seem to recognize that this Leafs team is different.  

"I don't think we can look back at what happened to Toronto in the past 
and think, 'We got this,'" coach Jon Cooper told reporters on a Zoom call. 
"We'd be sorely mistaken if that's the attitude we took." 

Brayden Point also downplayed that storyline.  

"The mindset we're going up there with is they're a great team that plays 
good at home," the Game 6 overtime hero said. "That building's going to 
be rocking, so we got to be ready and try to have a good start."  

The Lightning played one Game 7 en route to their consecutive Cup 
wins. Tampa shutout the New York Islanders 1-0 in the decisive game of 
the Stanley Cup semifinal series last year.  

Keefe explains why the feel is different heading into this do-or-die 
moment 

Last year the Maple Leafs lost to the Canadiens in Game 7 of the first 
round, but Sheldon Keefe explains why this year is different and the 
circumstances heading into the final game of the series aren't the same. 

This will be the fifth straight year that Toronto plays in a do-or-die game. 
It almost feels like tradition, but these moments shouldn't be taken for 
granted. Giordano, who's suited up in more than 1,000 regular-season 
games, will be experiencing an NHL Game 7 for the first time at age 38.  

"It's a great thing to be a part of," he said.  

The Toronto native recalls cheering on the Leafs back in 2004 when they 
won a Game 7 against the Ottawa Senators to advance to the second 
round. That was the last Game 7 in Toronto in front of a big crowd and 
the last time the Leafs won a series.  

"I remember bits and parts of it," Giordano said. "Just being a huge fan at 
the time and seeing the atmosphere in the city and the rink, it's a huge 
opportunity to be a part of that as players." 

Michael Bunting, Ilya Lyubushkin, Colin Blackwell and David Kampf are 
also set to play in their first career Game 7.  

Ondrej Kase (1-0) and Jake Muzzin (4-1) are the only Leafs that dressed 
on Thursday who have been on the winning side of a Game 7 in the 
NHL.  

Muzzin, a Cup champion with the Los Angeles Kings, missed Toronto's 
last two do-or-die games due to injury.  

Leafs veteran Giordano prepares for first career Game 7 

Mark Giordano will partake in his first career Game 7 on Saturday when 
the Maple Leafs host the Lightning, he remembers the last Game 7 that 
took place in Toronto, way back in 2004. 

Alex Kerfoot committed a turnover that led to Tampa's first goal on 
Thursday night. The message from Keefe afterwards?  

"Just to shake it off," the coach said. "He'd have lots of opportunities to 
make a big play for us for the rest of the game. I thought he played really 
well." 

Kerfoot's high-sticking penalty in the third period put the Leafs down two 
men and led to the tying goal. He was not made available to the media 
after the game.   

While it may be easy to sag the Maple Leafs with their past first-round 
failures heading into their Game 7 against the Lightning, the context this 
season is different. TSN Maple Leafs reporter Mark Masters and TSN 
Hockey Insider Chris Johnston discuss what has changed this year about 
Toronto as it prepares for a do-or-die playoff game for a fifth straight 
season. 

Toronto's lineup from Thursday with record in Game 7s: 

Bunting (0-0) - Matthews (0-3) - Marner (0-3)  

Mikheyev (0-1) - Tavares (0-2) - Kerfoot (0-2) 

Nylander (0-3) - Kampf (0-0) - Engvall (0-1) 

Spezza (0-5) - Blackwell (0-0) - Kase (1-0) 

Rielly (0-3) - Lyubushkin (0-0) 

Muzzin (4-1) - Brodie (0-1) 

Giordano (0-0) - Holl (0-1) 

Campbell (0-1) 

Kallgren (0-0) 

Scratches: 

Kyle Clifford (4-0) 

Timothy Liljegren (0-0) 

Rasmus Sandin (0-1) 

Wayne Simmonds (0-2) 
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