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Hurricanes beat Bruins in Game 7 of first round behind unlikely hero Max Domi’s 2 goals 

By Chip Alexander 

It was Max Domi’s day and the Carolina Hurricanes’ game 
Saturday. 

And the Boston Bruins no longer are a playoff threat to the 
Canes. 

The Hurricanes, sharp from the start in Game 7, turned back 
the Bruins 3-2 to end a hard-fought series that had many 
ebbs and flows. 

Domi, a late-season addition for the Canes, had the first two 
playoff goals of his career and added an assist — a three-
point game in the biggest game of the season to date. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and assist for the Canes, who 
scored first and never trailed in winning for the fourth straight 
time at PNC Arena. 

The Bruins were playoff spoilers for the Hurricanes in 2019 
and again in 2020 — the bruising team the Canes couldn’t 
seem to beat. That’s now history, as Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour likes to say. 

The Canes will face the winner of the Pittsburgh-New York 
Rangers series and will host the first two games. The 
Penguins and Rangers have their own Game 7 on Sunday. 

The Bruins fought until the end, pulling goalie Jeremy 
Swayman and getting a David Pastrnak goal with 20.5 
seconds remaining in the third. But the Canes would not 
allow a tying goal, swarming around their goalie, Antti 
Raanta and then going through a hard-earning handshake 
line with the Bruins. 

Domi, in his seventh season in the league, had been a part 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs only once before this season — 
with Montreal last year, when he had three assists in the 
Canadiens’ 10 games. 

Traded to the Canes on March 21 from Columbus, he had 
two goals and five assists in 19 games, bouncing from line to 
line and getting adjusted to the system of Brind’Amour. 

But Saturday was his day. 

In 2019, Brock McGinn had the winning goal in the second 
overtime against Washington, batting in a pass from Justin 
Williams. That got the Canes out of the first round and 
eliminated the Caps, the 2018 Stanley Cup champions. 

The Canes-Bruins series was all about home ice. The 
Canes, as Metropolitan Division winners, had the first two 
games at home and won. The Bruins then won two at home. 
The Canes won Game 5 at PNC Arena and the Bruins took 
Game 6 in Boston to force a deciding game. 

Brind’Amour said he had no explanation for it, but did 
mention the energy of the home crowd. And things were loud 
– again – Saturday with the record crowd. 

Game 7s often are much about moments as anything, and 
this Game 7 had its share. 

It was Raanta going post to post in the first period to deny 
Taylor Hall on the rush. 

It was Slavin and Marchand waging a one-on-one battle for 
the puck along the wall in the first, and Slavin winning. 

It was Slavin’s pass that set up the game’s first goal in the 
first period. Spotting Domi to Swayman’s left, Slavin, from 
the left point, got the puck through traffic to Domi, who made 
the quick touch pass to Teravainen for the score. 

Late in the first, it was Hall getting his stick up high on 
DeAngelo, who was bloodied and sent Hall in the penalty 
box for four minutes. 

In the second period, it was Domi winning a battle along the 
wall, then going to the front of the net. Jordan Staal 
redirected a Brady Skjei shot and Domi was there to finish it 
off for a 2-0 lead. 

And Domi wasn’t through. Before the period was over, he 
took a pass in the slot from Teravainen as he went down to 
one knee on the release.
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‘It felt like it was our time’: Hurricanes’ continue on Stanley Cup path, ousting Bruins 

By Luke DeCock 

After all the egos that were bruised and blood that was 
spilled in a series that swung back and forth so many times it 
could induce spiritual whiplash, there were conflicting 
emotions battling among the Carolina Hurricanes once the 
handshakes were complete. 

Foremost among them was relief, having survived and 
advanced, even if it went down to the final 20 seconds of 
Game 7 on Saturday, the Boston Bruins refusing to go 
quietly right to the bitter end. 

There was joy, of course, as there always is when a playoff 
series ends the right way, especially ending the season of a 
team that had twice ended their own, and at home no less. 

But there was also a sense of accomplishment, not only for 
winning, not only for exorcising those Boston demons, but for 
living up to the expectations this team placed upon itself. The 
Hurricanes have reached a point where winning a single 
playoff series is no longer cause for rampant celebration. It is 
merely a milestone on what they intend to be a much longer 
path. 

So Saturday’s 3-2 win, a sixth straight in Game 7s — the 
second against the Bruins in that run — felt not like a 
conclusion but merely a beginning, the start of something far 
bigger and more important. 

The Bruins just happened to be in their way. 

“This time around, it felt like it was our time,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Our guys matured. I think they 
felt that too.” 

To be perfectly frank about it, the next series is going to feel 
the same way, whether it’s against the Pittsburgh Penguins 
or New York Rangers, pending Sunday’s Game 7 between 
those teams. The Hurricanes will have home ice, again. They 
will be favored to win, again. They will embrace the 
expectations that come with that, again. 

That is a position the Hurricanes earned, having crossed the 
triple-digit barrier for the first time since 2006. And if they had 
managed to screw this up against the Bruins — and there 
would have been no other way to describe it — it would have 
been catastrophic, a seismic disruption in this franchise’s 
ascendancy. 

The circumstances have changed since 2019 and 2020, with 
the Hurricanes on their way up and the Bruins on the way 
down, and so there’s less glee in flipping that script than 
there is satisfaction in having cleared the first hurdle in what 
the Hurricanes hope is a long race. 

They rebounded from an uncharacteristically slapdash Game 
6 with a tightly played, efficient performance when it 
mattered, denying the Bruins a power play until Brendan 
Smith flipped a puck over the glass in the third period. In a 
series full of home blowouts, the Hurricanes won the closest 
game of all when it mattered most. 

“There was a lot of momentum changes and stuff that you 
kind of have to deal with mentally,” Hurricanes captain 
Jordan Staal said. “Our group was getting better at it as we 
went. Tonight was one where we stayed on track like we 
wanted to. Game 6 it didn’t happen, but tonight we stayed on 
track and played our game for the whole game.” 

It was fitting that the Hurricanes’ depth won out in the end — 
in goal, where Antti Raanta has been stellar with Frederik 
Andersen still absent, and at forward, with Max Domi earning 
promotion off the fourth line with his Game 5 performance 
and becoming an unlikely Game 7 hero, and on defense, 
where all three pairings did yeoman work against the top-
heavy Bruins, led as always by the subtle excellence of 
Jaccob Slavin. 

Raanta’s crease-crossing save on Taylor Hall kept the game 
scoreless long enough for Domi to set up Teuvo Teravainen 
for the opening goal, and Domi, of all people, scored twice 
more to give the Hurricanes a cushion they would end up 
needing when the Bruins scored and nearly scored again 
with their net empty in the final minute. 

Brind’Amour has never lost a Game 7 with the Hurricanes, 
as a captain or coach, but it’s also his belief that the first 
round can be the toughest, the most emotional, with every 
game of the utmost intensity. 

That inevitably wanes in succeeding rounds as time wears 
on, as the games start to blend into each other, but there’s 
also something to be said for the fact that every team in the 
first round enters with the same aspirations. 

Everyone starts out a Stanley Cup contender, until they’re 
not. The Bruins no longer are. The Hurricanes will continue 
along the same path they were already on.
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Carolina Hurricanes’ Antti Raanta turns Game 7 victory over Bruins into family affair 

By Chip Alexander 

There are a few moments before the game, before the 
introduction of the starting lineup, when goalie Antti Raanta 
of the Carolina Hurricanes drops his head, as if deep in 
thought. 

So much can go through a man’s mind in a few seconds. For 
Raanta on Saturday, it surely was of his father, Pekka, who 
died before the season. It probably involved a vow to keep 
the Boston Bruins from winning Game 7 and denying the 
Canes in the Stanley Cup playoffs again. 

A few hours later, Raanta, a man for whom smiles come 
easily, was beaming. The Canes beat the Bruins 3-2, holding 
off a late push to win the first-round series before a record 
crowd at PNC Arena. 

With the Boston net empty, the Bruins’ David Pastrnak 
scored with 21.7 seconds left in regulation to make it a one-
goal game. Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron won the ensuing 
faceoff and the puck was soon in the Canes end again, 
Bergeron getting a shot on goal and having another blocked 
by Jordan Staal in a frenetic finish. 

“It was probably the longest 20 seconds of my life,” Raanta 
said. “It was a scramble to the end. When the buzzer 
sounded it was probably the best feeling in a long time. And 
a big relief, for sure.” 

The Canes had won and the crowd of 19,513 thundered its 
approval. Raanta was swarmed by teammates. He went 
through the handshake line, always sweet when you’re on 
the winning side. 

And then he had a postgame visitor, which was just as 
sweet. 

Raanta was in the media room for a postgame interview 
when his daughter, Evelyn, bounded in and jumped into his 
lap. 

Was that a tear? Or two? What a day. Beat the Bruins in a 
Game 7 and then have one of your kids come in and enjoy 
the moment with you. 

Raanta spent most of Friday not so much worrying about 
hockey or the Bruins or starting his first career Game 7, but 
what his two kids were up to — being a dad. 

“After the practice I got home and these guys make you 
forget the hockey and they keep you busy,” he said. 
“Sometimes, they’re a little too wild, but you’ll take that and 
you try to stay with them and be a role model. It’s awesome 
to go home every time because they don’t really care about if 
we win or lose. They’re super proud. It’s special, for sure.” 

During much of the season, as Frederik Andersen won 
games and emerged as a Vezina Trophy candidate, Raanta 

was the backup goalie, ready when needed. He was needed 
late in the season when Andersen briefly went out with an 
injury, then needed again when Andersen left the April 16 
game against Colorado with a lower-body injury. 

With Andersen still out, Raanta made his first career playoff 
start and beat the Bruins in Game 1. A collision with 
Pastrnak in Game 2 forced him out of the game, the Canes 
turning to rookie Pyotr Kochetkov. But Raanta returned for 
Game 4, played perhaps his best game of the series in 
Game 5 and then was the winner Saturday in the biggest 
game of his career. 

When the second round begins, against either Pittsburgh or 
the New York Rangers, Raanta will be ready, again. 

“When one of the best goalies in the league goes down to 
injury it’s going to sting a little bit, but the team in front of me 
has been doing a great job and I just try to do my job,” 
Raanta said. “It was a chance for me to show what I can do 
in the big stages. Starting from Game 1 I thought my game 
was pretty good. And obviously today a lot of battling and 
grinding it out.” 

Doing his job Saturday included a critical stop on a Bruins 
two-on-one rush in the first period, Raanta making a quick 
post-to-post push to deny Taylor Hall. He allowed a goal to 
forward Jake DeBrusk in the second period but stopped 
everything else until the extra-attacker score by Pastrnak, 
closing with 27 saves. 

Raanta soon was talking about a chat he had with 
goaltending coach Paul Schonfelder before the game. It was 
about his father, Pekka, who died in August as the Canes 
were preparing for preseason training camp. 

“I was pretty much told, ‘Whatever happens today your old 
man, wherever he’s watching, is super proud,’” Raanta said. 
“I think that was the last thing to get in your head. And 
whatever happens today, it was obviously great to get the 
win and have my kids in the stands. 

“A lot of people texted me straight away. A lot of people in 
Finland were staying awake for today’s game. It’s great. 
Obviously it would be great if my dad would be here and he 
would see this, but he’s super happy.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was super happy for Raanta. 

“I’m proud of him,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s been through a 
lot this year, not just physically but overall. To step in at the 
biggest moments and be ‘the guy,’ I’m proud of him. 

“Everybody has got life outside of hockey and he’s had a 
tough, tough go this last year. So that makes a little bit more 
his story. You pull for guys like that.”
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Hurricanes win Game 7: The Max Domi game to finish the Antti Raanta series 

By Sara Civian 

Sixteen years from now, when we look back on May 14, 
2022 — the first Game 7 in Raleigh in 16 years — we’ll think 
of Max Domi. 

Domi joined the Hurricanes at the trade deadline, and ever 
since we’ve been asking if they should have done more. He 
is a nice sparkplug, can match the Canes’ speed and adds 
the Domi-family snarl, sure. But will he ever be the player he 
was in 2018-19, when he scored 72 points in 82 games with 
Montreal? 

He had a slower start on that front with the Canes, amassing 
two goals in 19 games. We won’t remember that in 16 years. 
But we will remember how he matched that regular-season 
goal total in the second period of Game 7, lifting the Canes 
to a 3-2 win over the Bruins. 

“Obviously, I was pretty lucky to come to a team like this,” he 
said. “I didn’t take it for granted. I’m very fortunate. It was a 
fun stretch. I got adjusted and got comfortable, and obviously 
that was a heck of a series with this team.” 

Game 7 was the Domi game, no matter how we want to look 
at it. 

But as a visibly emotional and red-faced Antti Raanta walked 
into the room for another great postgame interview Saturday, 
I had a realization. We’ll remember Round 1 as the Raanta 
Round. 

The 33-year-old journeyman has shown flashes of greatness 
throughout his career, but many have written him off due to 
recurring injuries. He had a scare after a collision with David 
Pastrnak just minutes into Game 2 kept him out for the rest 
of that game and the next one. But this time he came back, 
and he got even better. 

Raanta stopped 153 of 165 Bruins shots this series, ending 
with a .927 save percentage and a 3-2 record. And as we 
know, not many of the goals allowed in this series should be 
pinned on the goalies. 

Many of us wondered if this was finally the year Freddie 
Andersen would advance past the Bruins into the second 
round, but as Andersen has remained out, it quietly became 
Raanta’s chance to prove he is who he could’ve always 
been. 

Raanta is the oldest goalie in franchise history to win a 
Game 7, and in hockey dog years he’s objectively old. But 
speaking to him, you’re struck with the newness of it all. This 
series featured his first playoff start, his first time playing in a 
Game 7 and his first three playoff wins. 

He crushed it, and his performance stepping up in place of 
Andersen might be the biggest reason the Canes are on to 
the second round. 

“It was obviously a big one to get this series done and get 
the series win,” he said. “When Freddie got hurt, it was kind 
of like a chance for me to show what I can do on the big 
stage. Starting from Game 1, I thought my game was pretty 
good. And obviously today it was lots of battling and grinding 
it out. Guys were playing amazing today in front of me. They 
killed a penalty when we needed. A lot of blocked shots and 
rebounds they took care of. It’s a pretty nice feeling, for 
sure.” 

This is Raanta’s first playoff run since his dad and 
grandfather suddenly died in the span of weeks over the 
summer. Raanta’s dad used to text him before and after 
every game. It wasn’t always something big, and it didn’t 
need to be — sometimes it was just an emoji to let Raanta 
know he was watching. 

“Before the game, we were talking with (goalie coach Paul 
Schonfelder), and we always have the chat before the game. 
He told me, ‘Whatever happens today, your old man, 
wherever he’s watching, he’s super proud,'” Raanta said. “I 
think that was the last thing to get in my head. Whatever 
happens today, it was obviously great to get the win and 
have my kids in the stands and lots of people texting me and 
lots of people in Finland staying awake for today’s game. It’s 
great. Obviously, it would be great if my dad was here to see 
this, but I’m sure he’s somewhere and he’s super happy.” 

If you’ve lost someone close, you know how hard it is to face 
the firsts — especially the happy ones. I loved that the 
Hurricanes brought in Raanta’s daughter about halfway 
through his postgame news conference. 

“(She and my family) don’t care if we won or lost,” Raanta 
said. 

There were so many technical aspects of this series — how 
Rod Brind’Amour lost some of the coaching battles but won 
the war, how tilted home ice was for both teams, how the 
special teams affected each team. We’ll get into it all as we 
start looking forward to Round 2 against the Penguins or 
Rangers. 

But Game 7s are an emotional crapshoot. Canes 
defenseman Ian Cole will tell you that. And 16 years from 
now, we’ll think about Domi when we think about this specific 
game. But maybe, if everything goes right, we’ll think of 
Raanta when we think of the whole playoff run.
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Hurricanes defeat Bruins in Game 7; Max Domi scores 2 goals in win 

The Carolina Hurricanes advanced to the second round of 
the Stanley Cup playoffs on Saturday, winning 3-2 over the 
Boston Bruins to capture the series in seven games. Max 
Domi scored two goals propelling the Hurricanes to victory. 

Domi, 27, was sent to the Hurricanes at the trade deadline. 
He recorded two goals and five assists in 19 regular-season 
games with Carolina. 

Down 3-1 in the third period, Bruins forward David Pastrnak 
scored with 22 seconds remaining to cut the deficit to one. 
The Hurricanes kept their lead, holding on to win the series. 

"That was for sure the longest 20 seconds of my life," said 
Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta. 

The Hurricanes (54-20-8) finished first in the Metropolitan 
Division during the regular season. They will play the winner 
of the series between the Pittsburgh Penguins and the New 
York Rangers. 

How the Hurricanes pulled off this win 

Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer: As Game 7s often do, it 
took resolve, a hot start and an unlikely hero for the Canes to 
finish the Bruins off at PNC Arena tonight. Domi, who Rod 
Brind'Amour promoted to the second line earlier in the 
series, broke out for his first two playoff goals ever in the 
second period.  

The Hurricanes have sought a "stay calm, don't change" 
mentality as plenty of highs and lows were thrown at them all 
series, and they mastered it for the Game 7 win. 

Would they rather play the Penguins or Rangers? 

Civian: The former underdog Canes know better than 
anyone that "who do you want to play next?" is a loaded 
question.  

Captain Jordan Staal gave both the Penguins and the 
Rangers props in the postgame. Of course Staal won a Cup 
with the Penguins so that might ramp things up on the 
emotional front — Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin often 
talk about the respect they have for Staal as a person and a 
player. 

If you ask me, the Rangers seem like a better match up for 
the Canes. Their shot-heavy style might be trouble for a 
team that has struggled defensively, although Igor 
Shesterkin is a terrifying matchup for anyone. 

What's next for the Bruins? 

Fluto Shinzawa, Bruins beat writer: The Bruins' offseason 
hinges on Patrice Bergeron's decision. The captain could 
certainly continue playing at a high level next season if he 
wants to return. Whether he wants to is unknown. The 36-
year-old, whose contract is expiring, takes pride in 
performing at an elite level.  

The Bruins will have to reinforce the center position if 
Bergeron decides to retire. In fact, they may have to do so 
even if Bergeron re-signs. It is their most critical position of 
need.
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NHL playoffs results daily: Connor McDavid magic; Lightning, Hurricanes advance 

By Shayna Goldman, Max Bultman and more 

Game 7: Hurricanes 3, Bruins 2 | Carolina wins 4-3 

Who was the guy? Max Domi stepped up when it mattered 
most for Carolina. He was one of the more unlikely offensive 
sources after having scored just two goals and seven points 
in 19 games since the trade deadline. And in this series, he 
had just two assists. But he had a direct influence on each 
scoring play Saturday, first with the primary helper on Teuvo 
Tervainen’s opening goal and two goals of his own. It took 
one playoff game for him to match his regular-season goal 
total with the Hurricanes. 

Was his game perfect below the surface? Absolutely not. But 
the results turned out to be the difference Saturday. 

What was the key? We’ve put a lot of importance on 
goaltending this series, and rightfully so. The Hurricanes 
were missing the starter who helped get them here. And 
when Antti Raanta left a game earlier in this series with an 
injury, third-stringer Pyotr Kochetkov was forced into action. 
But in Game 7, Raanta finished with a .929 save percentage 
and stopped 1.4 goals above expected in all situations, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. That’s a quality start and a 
stolen win. 

Key stat: In all situations, David Pastrnak attempted 11 shots 
— the most of any skater in this game. The Hurricanes were 
lucky only one beat them. Plus, five-on-five attempts were 
21-14 in Boston’s favor with him on the ice, and his team had 
a 65 percent expected goals rate. 

The moment it was over: Pastrnak made it a one-goal game 
with 21 seconds left in regulation and brought some tension 
to the final minute of play. Boston called a timeout to draw up 
a play to try to tie this one late. Brad Marchand was in prime 
position to extend the Bruins’ season just a bit longer had he 
redirected an incoming shot, but he couldn’t. 

The moment of the game: Trent Frederic wrists a shot 
toward Raanta, but it rings off the post. Play continues, and 
the Hurricanes push back up the ice. Teuvo Teravainen 
sends Domi a centering pass, and he scores from the slot to 
put Carolina ahead 3-1. The Bruins would’ve tied the score 
had Frederic’s shot gone in. This almost was the moment it 
was over until Pastrnak made it a one-goal game and 
ensured the game would remain tight until the end. Instead, it 
was a pivotal moment of the game that Frederic will probably 
think about all offseason. 

Bruins worry meter:   … and now cue the speculation 
about Patrice Bergeron’s future to really crank up the level. 

Carolina worry meter:   

— Shayna Goldman 

Game 7: Lightning 2, Maple Leafs 1 | Tampa Bay wins 4-3 

Who was the guy? With Game 6 hero Brayden Point going 
down with an injury early, someone was going to have to 
step up for the two-time defending champs to advance. That 
someone, it turned out, was Nick Paul. The 2022 trade 
deadline acquisition scored both Lightning goals, was in on 
multiple other scoring chances and made a major defensive 

play. In the end, his 22:03 led all Lightning forwards in ice 
time. Paul entered the game with zero career playoff goals, 
which made sense because this was his first career playoff 
series. He left it a folk hero. 

What was the key? It was predictable, considering he 
entered Saturday riding a streak of five consecutive shutouts 
in closeout games, but Andrei Vasilevskiy was lights-out for 
the Lightning. This time, he gave up a goal (and actually let 
two pucks get past him, but more on that in a moment), but 
he was still a wall, stopping 30 out of 31. Most important, he 
stopped all 17 shots he faced in the third period, including six 
on a crucial late penalty kill. 

Key stat: Vasilevskiy finishing with 2.42 goals saved above 
expected. The Maple Leafs played well enough to win this 
game. But Vasilevskiy was even better, and Paul’s goals 
gave the Lightning all the cushion they needed in a 
trademark performance from their stopper. 

The moment it was over: Not until the final buzzer sounded. 
This was one hell of a game. Exactly what a Game 7 should 
look like. 

The moment of the game: Paul’s winner — just three 
minutes after the Leafs had tied it — would certainly fit here, 
as could that third-period penalty kill sequence by 
Vasilevskiy. But we can’t write the story of this game without 
mentioning the John Tavares goal that was wiped away 
because of a Justin Holl interference penalty. It was a 
textbook pick play by Holl, and it certainly affected the goal. 
The officials had to call it for that reason. But any time a goal 
comes off the board, it’s a huge moment in the game. 

Maple Leafs worry meter:   … Now the big question is 
where do the Leafs go from here? 

Lightning worry meter:   … Point’s injury casts quite the 
shadow going into an in-state series with the Panthers. But 
Vasilevskiy just showed why it’s hard to pick against him. 

— Max Bultman 

Game 7: Oilers 2, Kings 0 | Edmonton wins 4-3 

Who was the guy? Take a wild guess. Let me give you a 
hint, his first name starts with a C. With Leon Draisaitl far 
from 100 percent because of an injury, Connor McDavid had 
no problem putting the Oilers on his back. McDavid was 
unstoppable in Game 7, registering a goal and an assist. 
McDavid played 27:22 and finished with 12 shot attempts 
and a whopping 72 percent expected goal differential at five-
on-five. 

What was the key? The Oilers played a tight defensive 
game, limiting the Kings to just 23 shots at five-on-five. 
Breakouts were cleaner, there was no space for L.A. to use 
its speed on the counterattack, and the shots that the Kings 
did get were largely from the perimeter. Edmonton lost 
games earlier in this series despite having no trouble 
scoring, so it was huge that the Oilers limited L.A.’s clean 
chances and got strong play from Mike Smith to top it off. 

Key stat: McDavid had six multipoint games in the series. 
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The moment it was over: McDavid’s gorgeous wraparound 
goal late in the third gave the Oilers a two-goal lead that felt 
insurmountable for the Kings, who were struggling to 
generate offense. 

The moment of the game: Cody Ceci’s opening goal was 
when the dam finally broke. Edmonton was pressing the 
entire period, Jonathan Quick was battling, but the Oilers 
finally got one past him with a perfect shot, and it came from 
an unlikely hero. 

Kings worry meter:   … L.A. pushed this series a lot closer 
than most pegged. The Kings have a bright future once 
some of their top prospects start graduating. 

Oilers worry meter:   … It can’t be overstated how big this 
win is for the Oilers. A series loss to the upstart Kings would 
have caused mania. 

— Harman Dayal 

 

 

 

Domi stars with 3 points in Hurricanes’ Game 7 win over Boston 

Carolina will face the Penguins or Rangers in the second 
round 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — The Hurricanes waited until the final moments 
before the March 21 trade deadline to finalize a deal with 
Columbus that brought Max Domi to Carolina for the stretch 
run and postseason. 

It paid off in Game 7 against the Bruins. 

Domi had two goals and an assist to lead the Hurricanes to a 
3-2 win over Boston in front of a PNC Arena-record crowd of 
19,513 to advance to the second round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

“It kind of seemed like him coming out of his bubble there, 
which is awesome,” Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said of Domi. “That’s great, and hopefully he can continue to 
be great going forward for us. Two huge goals and he had 
three points on the night.” 

The do-or-die win was far from a one-man show. 

Antti Raanta made 27 saves, none bigger than stopping 
Taylor Hall on a 2-on-1 when the game was 0-0 by exploding 
across and protecting his five-hole. 

“(Erik) Haula was coming with a lot of speed,” Raanta said, 
“and then was it instincts or something? You just feel he 
went to his backhand and then when you saw the pass 
going, you just tried to do something, tried to get something 
in front. 

“I was able to get my leg there and keep it out of the net. … 
You try to make those saves and give your team a chance to 
score the first one and get the lead.” 

Jordan Staal and his linemates neutralized Patrice Bergeron 
and Brad Marchand, just as they had in the three previous 
home games in the series. 

“He’s our leader,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“He does it right. And everyone just kind of follows suit. 
When you have a guy that plays that way, it makes a coach’s 
job very easy.” 

And Jaccob Slavin did Jaccob Slavin things, shutting down 
chance after chance while picking up two assists in more 
than 24 minutes of ice time. 

“Our top guys played really noticeably well,” Brind’Amour 
said. “Tough to find anyone who didn’t play well, but it was 
the right way. Everything was right from the start.” 

But no one had a bigger night the Domi, the 27-year-old 
forward who many saw as a bargain bin addition at the 
deadline and only scored twice in 19 games after coming 
over from the Blue Jackets. 

He matched that Saturday. 

After assisting on the game’s opening goal, Domi got his first 
career playoff goal in the moments after Carolina was unable 
to score on a four-minute power play that spanned the 
opening two periods. 

Domi dug the puck out of the corner and got it to the point. 
Brady Skjei’s point shot was tipped by Staal. The puck went 
right to Domi at the right of the net, and he quickly got the 
puck to his backhand and batted it in to give Carolina a 2-0 
lead at 3:14 of the second. 

“He fits our mold,” Staal said of Domi. “He’s a guy that’s 
ready and willing to work and do whatever it takes. It’s nice 
to see him get rewarded some big goals and big moments 
for our team.” 

Then after Jake DeBrusk scored just under two minutes 
later, Domi built the lead back to two again. 

Vincent Trocheck won a race a dump-in and check the puck 
back to Teuvo Teravainen, who found a seam in the Boston 
defense. Domi cruised between the circle and one-timed the 
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pass past Jeremy Swayman (28 saves) for a 3-1 lead at 
10:33 of the second. 

“That’s an unbelievable play by Vinnie getting in on the 
forecheck and a better pass by Turbo,” Domi said. “I was just 
the lucky guy on the end of it for all three (goals).” 

The Hurricanes then went into lockdown mode, with Skjei 
and Brett Pesce assisting the Staal line in slowing Bergeron 
& Co. while Boston’s second and third lines failed to 
generate much. 

Boston got its only power play chance of the game when 
Carolina defenseman Brendan Smith cleared the puck over 
the glass with just over six minutes remaining, but the 
Hurricanes’ penalty kill held the Bruins without a shot as the 
crowd urged on the home team. 

The Bruins still didn’t roll over until the final horn. With 
Swayman on the bench for an extra attacker, Skjei’s stick 
awkwardly broke at the blade while trying to deflect a pass 
and he retreated to the bench for a new stick. 

Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy’s point shot was blocked 
by Pesce, but David Pastrnak — in the spot Skjei had 
vacated — had the deflection come right to him for a goal 
with just under 22 seconds left. 

Boston threw one more last-gasp effort at Raanta, but the 
Hurricanes goalie and his teammates scrambled around the 
Carolina crease to keep out the equalizer, clinching a win 
and advancing to the second round. 

“When they got the second one, it was probably the longest 
20 seconds of my life,” said Raanta, who was joined midway 

through his availability by his daughter, Evelyn. “When the 
puck got back deep and they got their chance. It was just a 
scramble until the end, but when the buzzer sounded it was 
probably the best feeling in a long time.” 

Raanta seemed to be feeling good from the start, making the 
early stop on Hall to allow the Hurricanes to score the first 
goal for the sixth time in the seven-game series. 

Slavin saucered a pass through a maze of sticks to Domi on 
Swayman’s left, and Domi quickly slid a pass to Teravainen 
for the goal and a 1-0 lead at 18:36. 

“That’s a heck of a play by Slavo, and Turbo buried it,” Domi 
said. “It was a big goal.” 

Carolina now waits for the winner of Sunday’s Penguins-
Rangers game. The start date for the second round series is 
not yet set, but Games 1 and 2 will be in Raleigh as the 
Hurricanes hold home-ice advantage over both potential 
opponents. 

“That’s one step,” Brind’Amour said. “We need to enjoy it 
today and tomorrow we’ll be, ‘OK, how do we take the next 
one.’ You do need to take time and enjoy it.” 

Notes: Slavin and Tony DeAngelo finished the series with a 
team-high eight points, followed by seven apiece for 
Trocheck and Teravainen. … Andrei Svechnikov finished 
with eight hits, one shy of the career high he set in Game 2 
of the series. … Bruins forward Charlie Coyle was on the ice 
for all three Carolina goals and bobbled a puck on a 2-on-1 
in the third period when Boston was pressing.

 

 

Hurricanes vanquish Bruins with 3-2 win in Game 7 

Raleigh, N.C. — The Carolina Hurricanes have vanquished 
their playoff nemesis by defeating the Boston Bruins 3-2 in 
Game 7 of their first round playoff series. 

Next, the Hurricanes will face the winner of the series 
between the Pittsburgh Penguins and New York Rangers 
who play a Game 7 on Sunday in New York. 

Max Domi scored two second period goals and added an 
assist to lead the Hurricanes versus Boston. They are the 
first playoff goals in Domi's career. 

Teuvo Teravainen opened the scoring with 1:24 left in the 
first period after a pair of pretty passes from Domi and 
Jaccob Slavin. 

Shortly after a 4-minute Hurricanes power play expired, Domi 
scored his first career playoff goal to put Carolina up 2-0 with 
16:46 left in the second. 

The Bruins responded less than two minutes later on Jake 
DeBrusk's goal to cut the margin to 2-1. 

Domi scored his second goal on a one-timer off a pass from 
Teravainen with 9:27 left in the second period to put Carolina 
up 3-1. 

David Pastrnak scored with 20.5 seconds left in regulation 
for the game's final goal. 

Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta made 26 saves, including an 
impressive stop on Taylor Hall on a Bruins 2-on-1 midway 
through the first period. 

The attendance of 19,513 is the largest in PNC Arena history 
for a hockey game. 

Since the franchise moved to North Carolina in 1997, the 
Hurricanes are 6-0 in Game 7s in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

The home won every game this series. 

The Bruins had eliminated the Hurricanes from the playoffs 
in 2019 and 2020.
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Over 19,500 fans pack PNC Arena to cheer on Carolina Hurricanes for Game 7 

By Brett Knese 

Raleigh, N.C. — Over 19,500 fans filled PNC Arena for 
Game 7 between the Carolina Hurricanes and the Boston 
Bruins in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Hurricanes fans said there's nothing like the atmosphere of 
playoff hockey, and when it's Game 7, it's even more special. 

"There are no words to describe how amazing it is," said fan 
Jackie Darken. 

From the first siren sounder to the final horn, Caniacs were 
as loud as they could be. The decibel meter on the 
scoreboard consistently read over 100. 

"I've never seen a team supported like this," said Darken. 
"It's amazing." 

Saturday's game was the sixth Game 7 the Hurricanes have 
played since the franchise moved to Raleigh and the third at 
PNC Arena. 

Fuquay-Varina native Tim Jones was at the last two and 
wasn’t missing out on this one either. 

"It was like Game 7 in 2006. This is Game 7 in the first 
round," said Jones. 

Fans, like Jones, said Saturday's win has them confident 
going into the second round. 

“We get another round of hockey. We get New York or 
Pittsburgh. We’ll take either one" said Jones. 

Saturday's win means the Hurricanes remain perfect in 
Game 7 matches. 

"We're just getting started," said fan Sue Bohnsack. "This is 
going all the way to the end of June."

 

 

 
 

Recap: Canes Win Game 7, Advance To Round Two 

Domi records three points as Canes take 3-2 victory 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes punched their 
ticket to Round Two of the Stanley Cup Playoffs Saturday, 
defeating the Boston Bruins 3-2 in Game 7.  

Three Things 

1) Max Effort 

Every Game 7 needs a hero and today it turned out to be 
Max Domi. 

Carolina's 2022 Trade Deadline acquisition made his 
presence felt on the game-opening goal by taking a feed 
from Jaccob Slavin and making a strong extra pass across 
the crease to Teuvo Teravainen for a first period slam dunk. 

Then he was on the receiving end of the setups in period 
two, scoring twice to first give the Canes a two-goal 
advantage, then re-take it after Boston had provided a 
response. 

2) Another Win For Father Finn 

Rod Brind'Amour's team received another strong goaltending 
performance today from Antti Raanta, another critical factor 
in today's victory. 

Weathering a storm early for his team once again, #32 
played a big part in keeping the contest scoreless before 
Teravainen's second of the playoffs. 

When all was said and done, Raanta finished with 27 stops 
on 29 shots in the victory. It was the third game of the series 
in which he has allowed two or fewer. 

3) A Disciplined Effort 

As they say, sometimes no news is good news. And today, 
no news, or rather very minimal news, on the penalty front, 
was good news for the Canes. 

Discipline had been a trendy word all series, as when the 
Canes found themselves in hot water, their trips to the 
penalty box seemed to be an accompanying factor. 

However, today, they offered Boston just one chance on the 
man advantage. 

The team found a way to walk the line of being physical but 
not finding themselves in too many extracurricular activity, 
still finishing with 35 hits along the way. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour praising his team for bringing a complete 
effort up and down the lineup for today's affair... 

"Everybody was solid. Our top guys played really noticeably 
well. It's tough to find anyone that didn't play well today. It 
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was right today. Right from the start. Right up until the last 20 
seconds, then it got a little hairy, but it was a solid, solid 
game." 

Max Domi first offering thoughts on the series and 
then running through all three goals today, all of which he 
factored in on... 

"In the playoffs you have to have a short memory. They're a 
great team and we knew it was going to be a great game 
tonight. Both teams had everything on the line. We found 
ways to score and to capitalize on the chances that we had. 
Overall, you look at the first one, it's a heck of a play by 
Slavin and Turbo buries it. It was a big goal. I'm not sure who 
it was, but I think Skjeisy shot it and Jordo tipped it, and the 
puck was just sitting there on the second one. Then on the 
third it was a hell of a play by Vinnie on the forecheck and an 
even better pass by Turbo. I was just the lucky guy on the 
end of it for all three. We'll take it." 

Antti Raanta reflecting on his season to date and being able 
to earn a win for his team in the most important contest of 
the year... 

"When we started the season Freddie was unbelievable right 
away. I was kind of fighting my way back to the game. There 
were some ups and downs early on in the season. Since the 
All-Star break it started to feel like I was also contributing. 
Guys started to trust me and I was able to show that I can do 
the job. When the playoffs started, obviously you want to 
have confidence as a group and when one of the best 

goalies in the league goes down for an injury it's going to 
sting a little bit. But like we have all year, the team in front of 
me has done a great job, so I just tried to do my job and help 
the team win." 

Captain Jordan Staal  on today's record crowd of 19,513... 

"Our fans are nuts. It's so loud in there and it's so much fun 
to play in. It's what you want as a player. It's what you dream 
about. Our fans have been unbelievable and it's only going 
to get better." 

What's Next? 

The Canes will await the winner of tomorrow's Game 7 
between the New York Rangers and Pittsburgh Penguins. 

The team is off on Sunday. 

Bonus Notes 

 Andrei Svechnikov recorded a game-high eight hits 
in today's contest. 

 Max Domi had not scored a Stanley Cup Playoffs 
goal prior to scoring twice today. 

 Jaccob Slavin played a team-high 24:03, also a 
critical factor on the road to this afternoon's victory. 

 Carolina moved their all-time perfect record to 6-0 in 
Game 7s today. Today's win was their first Game 7 
win on home ice since the 2006 Stanley Cup Final.
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Domi, Hurricanes eliminate Bruins with Game 7 win 

Forward has two goals, assist to help Carolina advance to 
Eastern Second Round 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Max Domi had two goals and an assist for 
the Carolina Hurricanes, who eliminated the Boston Bruins 
with a 3-2 win in Game 7 of the Eastern Conference First 
Round at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

The home team won each game of the best-of-7 series. 

Carolina will play either the New York Rangers or Pittsburgh 
Penguins in the second round. Game 7 of that series is at 
New York on Sunday (7 p.m. ET; TBS, SN360, SNE, SNO, 
SNP, MSG, ATTSN-PT). 

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and an assist, and Antti 
Raanta made 27 saves for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed in 
the Metropolitan Division. Jaccob Slavin had two assists. 

"Our top guys played really noticeably well," Carolina coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "It was the right way. Everything was 
right, from the start to the last 20 seconds when it got a little 
hairy. A solid, solid game." 

Jake DeBrusk and David Pastrnak scored, and Jeremy 
Swayman made 28 saves for the Bruins, the first wild card 
from the East. Charlie McAvoy had two assists. 

"We ended up having some breakdowns," Boston coach 
Bruce Cassidy said. "We pride ourselves in D-zone 
coverage, stuff we've done really well all year. Yeah, they 
make plays, but [it's] more on us to get the job done 
defensively. That's probably where I'm most disappointed 
that's how it ends up." 

Taylor Hall had Boston's best scoring chance at 10:39 of the 
first period after he took a pass from Erik Haula on a 2-on-1, 
but Raanta made a sprawling right-pad save to keep the 
game 0-0. 

"If we bury that 2-on-1, things might change in a game like 
today when it's hard to score," Cassidy said. "If you get the 
lead, [it's] a little adversity on their part." 

Raanta, who took over the No. 1 role after Frederik Andersen 
sustained a lower-body injury against the Colorado 
Avalanche on April 16, was 3-2 with a 2.37 goals-against 
average and .927 save percentage in six starts in the series. 

"When one of the best goalies in the League goes down with 
an injury, obviously it's going to sting a little bit, but like we've 
been playing the whole year, the team in front of me is doing 

a great job," Raanta said. "I just tried to do my job and help 
the guys to get the win." 

Teravainen gave the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead from the top of 
the crease with 1:24 remaining in the first. 

Domi made it 2-0 with his first Stanley Cup Playoff goal at 
3:14 of the second period. Brady Skjei's shot from the left 
point hit teammate Jordan Staal's stick before Domi gathered 
the puck at the left post and tucked it into the net. 

"Everyone was engaged, involved, winning battles, doing 
whatever they could to chip in for a win," said Staal, the 
Carolina captain. "Some big individual efforts. You need that 
as well, but everyone was involved. It was a big win." 

DeBrusk cut it to 2-1 from the slot at 5:04. 

"At that point, you're a shot away," Boston captain Patrice 
Bergeron said. "I thought we got some jump out of it and 
took the momentum back. We had a couple good looks in 
the first as well. Those bounces, if they go your way, it's a 
different game. It's easy to say that now. Kudos to them. 
They played a great series, a great game." 

Domi's second goal gave the Hurricanes a 3-1 lead at 10:33. 
He one-timed a Teravainen pass at the right hash marks. 

"It's an unbelievable play by 'Vinnie' [Trocheck] on the 
forecheck and an even better pass by 'Turbo'," Domi said. "I 
was just the lucky guy on the end of it." 

Pastrnak pulled Boston within 3-2 on a one-timer with 22 
seconds left in the third period and Swayman pulled for the 
extra attacker. 

"Every year you go to the playoffs, you hope you make a 
long, deep run and you get a good opportunity to play for that 
Cup," Bruins forward Brad Marchand said. "We knew we 
were going to have our hands full with this team. I think it's 
probably the toughest group to come out of the East. It 
always hurts, it always will." 

NOTES: Carolina won its sixth straight Game 7 dating to the 
2006 Eastern Conference Final against the Buffalo Sabres, 
tying the NHL record (Detroit Red Wings, 1949-64; Boston, 
1983-94; New York Rangers, 2012-15). … It was Domi's 
17th playoff game. ... Brind'Amour was 4-0 in Game 7 as a 
player and is 2-0 as a coach. … The Hurricanes outscored 
the Bruins 18-6 in the four games in Carolina and were 
outscored 14-6 in the three road games. ... McAvoy had 
three hits and two blocked shots in a game-high 27:52 of ice 
time.
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Raanta continues unexpected run for Hurricanes with Game 7 win 

Goalie succeeding on 'big stage' following deaths of father, 
grandfather last summer 

By Amalie Benjamin 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The blond girl in the twin French braids 
bounced into the interview room, stopping long enough to 
give her father a hug. Antti Raanta swung 5-year-old Evelyn 
into his lap, cradling her as the emotion swelled, as he spoke 
about this first season he has had to play without his own 
father. 

She wore a jacket embroidered with the word "Daddy." 

This has been a season unexpected in so many ways for 
Raanta. He signed with the Carolina Hurricanes as a free 
agent July 28 along with Frederik Andersen, forming the duo 
who would go on to win the William M. Jennings Trophy as 
the goalies who allowed the fewest goals in the NHL this 
season (202), but he did not expect to be the starter in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs.  

But there he was at the end of Game 7 of the Eastern 
Conference First Round against the Boston Bruins at PNC 
Arena on Saturday, scrambling and scrabbling and 
scratching to prevent a final, game-tying goal after David 
Pastrnak scored with 22 seconds remaining, willing them to a 
3-2 win. 

"When they got the second one, it was probably the longest 
20 seconds in my life, for sure," Raanta said, his voice 
shaking. "It was just a scramble to the end. But when the 
buzzer sounded, it was probably the best feeling in a long 
time. Just a big relief, also." 

He hung on, and so did the Hurricanes, who won the best-of-
7 series. Raanta made 27 saves, none more impressive than 
the one against Taylor Hall at 10:39 of the first period, on a 
2-on-1 with Erik Haula that could have changed the tenor of 
the game. 

"Proud of him," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 
"He's been through a lot this year -- not just physically, I 
mean overall -- and to have that? No one, at the start of the 
year, would have anticipated him being the guy and then to 
step in in the biggest moments and be the guy, I'm proud of 
him and happy for him because he's gone through so much." 

Raanta lost not only his father last summer, but his 
grandfather too, the latter dying of COVID-19. His father died 
after a contracting a lung infection during surgery, days after 
his grandfather. 

Raanta's father would text him before every game, a void 
that has been missing in each of the goalie's 28 regular-
season and six playoff starts.  

"Before the game, we were talking with 'Paulie' (Hurricanes 
goalie coach Paul Schonfelder) -- we always have the little 
chat before the game -- and [he] pretty much told me that 
'Whatever happens today, your old man, wherever he's 
watching, he's super proud,'" said Raanta, who turned 33 on 
Thursday. "I think that was the last thing to kind of get in your 
head.  

"Obviously it would be great if my dad would be here and he 
would see this. But I'm sure he's somewhere and he's super 
happy." 

He would have to be.  

Andersen was the primary starter all season, going 35-14-3 
with a 2.17 goals-against average and .922 save percentage 
in 52 games (51 starts). But he sustained a lower-body injury 
against the Colorado Avalanche on April 16 and was not 
available for the first round.  

"When 'Freddy' got hurt, it was like, OK, now it's a chance for 
me to show what I can do on a big stage," Raanta said. 
"Starting from Game 1, I thought my game was pretty good. 
… When one of the best goalies in the League goes down 
with an injury, obviously it's going to sting a little bit, but like 
we've been playing the whole year, the team in front of me is 
doing a great job.  

"I just tried to do my job." 

Raanta, though, got injured himself in Game 2. He missed 
Game 3 with an upper-body injury but returned for Game 4 
and did not move from the net after that.  

He finished the series with three wins, with a 2.37 GAA and 
.927 save percentage. He made crucial saves at crucial 
moments, including that save on Hall and another on Brad 
Marchand 2:52 into Game 5. 

"'Rants' has been good all series," captain Jordan Staal said. 
"Made a couple timely saves tonight. Just another piece that 
we needed to get a W." 

He wasn't the piece they expected to have in net. He wasn't 
the goalie who was supposed to get the Hurricanes past the 
Bruins, over the hump and into the next round. He wasn't 
supposed to have to play this season without his father.   

So much of this wasn't supposed to happen. But it did.  

And so there was Raanta, his daughter on his lap, thinking 
about his father in one of the biggest moments of his career.  

"Everybody's got life outside of hockey," Brind'Amour said. 
"He's had a tough, tough go this last year. That makes it just 
a little more of his story. You pull for guys like that. I think all 
the guys did."
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Hurricanes to play Rangers or Penguins in Eastern Second Round 

Defeated Bruins in seven games to advance; have played 
New York, Pittsburgh once each in postseason 

By David Satriano 

The Carolina Hurricanes will play the New York Rangers or 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the Eastern Conference Second 
Round. 

Carolina eliminated the Boston Bruins with a 3-2 win in 
Game 7 of the first round at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

"It's relief, the first round for me is always the most 
emotional," coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's always the one 
that's the most intense and then you're like, this goes on for, 
you're hoping, another month and a half. It sucks out a little 
of everybody as it goes along. So sometimes getting through 
the first round is actually the toughest because it's so 
emotional and then the next round will be emotional, but I 
think it kind of dies down a little bit as you go along. 

"So getting through this round sometimes is huge in that 
regard. And then now it's just getting refocused. That will be 
the next challenge." 

The Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed from the Metropolitan 
Division, will have home-ice advantage against the Rangers, 
the No. 2 seed from the Metropolitan, or the Penguins, the 
No. 3 seed. That best-of-7 series is tied with Game 7 at 
Madison Square Garden on Sunday (7 p.m. ET; TBS, 
SN360, SNE, SNO, SNP, MSG, ATTSN-PT). 

Defensemen Tony DeAngelo (one goal, seven assists) and 
Jaccob Slavin (two goals, six assists) led the Hurricanes with 
eight points in the first round, and center Vincent 
Trocheck (three goals, four assists) and forward Teuvo 
Teravainen (two goals, five assists) each had seven. 
Forward Max Domi had two goals and an assist in Game 7 to 
finish with five points (two goals, three assists), as did 
centers Sebastian Aho (two goals, three assists) and Seth 
Jarvis (three goals, two assists). 

Goalie Antti Raanta won three of the four games against the 
Bruins, and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov was 1-1 with a 3.31 
goals-against average and .900 save percentage. Frederik 
Andersen did not play in the series because of a lower-body 
injury he sustained on April 16. 

Carolina was 2-1-0 against Pittsburgh during the regular 
season. Center Jordan Staal had four points (three goals, 
one assist) against the Penguins, and Aho (two goals, one 
assist) and Teravainen (three assists) each had three. 
Raanta started all three games, allowing seven goals on 78 
shots (2.31 GAA, .910 save percentage). 

Center Sidney Crosby, who did not play in Game 6 against 
the Rangers because of an upper-body injury, led the 
Penguins with four points (three goals, one assist) against 
the Hurricanes. Forwards Bryan Rust (one goal, two assists) 
and Jake Guentzel (one goal, two assists), and defenseman 
Kris Letang (three assists) each had three points. 

Goalie Louis Domingue, who has started the past five games 
for Pittsburgh against New York, did not play against the 
Hurricanes during the regular season. Tristan Jarry was 1-1-
0 with a 3.07 GAA and .918 save percentage, and Casey 
DeSmith was 0-0-1 with a 2.86 GAA and .929 save 
percentage. Jarry, who has not played in the first round 
because of a lower-body injury, is day to day. DeSmith is out 
for the playoffs after having core muscle surgery May 6. 

Carolina was 3-1-0 against New York, with Aho leading the 
team with seven points (three goals, four assists). Trocheck 
(two goals, two assists), Jarvis (two goals, two assists), 
forward Andrei Svechnikov (one goal, three assists) and 
defenseman Brady Skjei (four assists) each had four points. 

Andersen was 2-1-0 with a 2.01 GAA and .914 save 
percentage against the Rangers, and Kochetkov made 31 
saves in a 4-3 win on April 26. Raanta, who played for the 
Rangers from 2015-17, has played one career game against 
New York, a 2-1 shootout loss on Jan. 6, 2018, as a member 
of the Arizona Coyotes. 

Forward Chris Kreider led the Rangers with six points (four 
goals, two assists) and scored a goal in each of the four 
regular-season games. Center Mika Zibanejad had five 
points (one goal, four assists), and defenseman K'Andre 
Miller and forward Frank Vatrano each had one goal and two 
assists. 

Igor Shesterkin was 0-2-0 with a 3.63 GAA and .883 save 
percentage. Alexandar Georgiev was 1-1-0 with a 3.01 GAA, 
.924 save percentage and one shutout. 

"It is what it is. We'll play either one. Both [are] good teams. 
A playoff series, I guess, against Pittsburgh would be 
different, for sure ... but I think it would be exciting," said 
Staal, who played his first six NHL seasons with the 
Penguins and was a part of their 2009 Stanley Cup 
championship team. "Either team are going to be tough 
opponents. We're excited to just be moving on."  

The Hurricanes, who advanced to the second round for the 
third time in four seasons, have faced the Penguins once in 
the playoffs, getting swept in the 2009 Eastern Conference 
Final. They defeated the Rangers in three games in the best-
of-5 Stanley Cup Qualifiers in 2020.
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Domi, Raanta help Hurricanes close out Bruins 3-2 in Game 7 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Twice before, the Carolina 
Hurricanes had reached the playoffs only to see their ascent 
to becoming a serious Stanley Cup contender blocked by the 
Boston Bruins. 

Two newcomers helped the Hurricanes finally push past their 
playoff bully — and in a Game 7, at that. 

Midseason acquisition Max Domi scored twice in the second 
period while Antti Raanta had 27 saves to help the Carolina 
Hurricanes beat the Boston Bruins 3-2 on Saturday to win 
their first-round playoff series. 

Teuvo Teravainen also scored for the Hurricanes, who finally 
put away a team that swept them in the 2019 Eastern 
Conference finals then took a five-game first-round series in 
the Toronto bubble a year later. 

“It’s such a different feeling coming into this one,” Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think back in the other ones, 
if we would’ve won, you guys might have been a little 
surprised. 

“This time around, I felt like it was our time. Our guys have 
matured. I think they felt that, too.” 

Carolina moves on to the second round to face the winner of 
Sunday’s Game 7 between the New York Rangers and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins. 

One thing is certain: winning the Metropolitan Division title 
paved the way by securing home-ice advantage. This was a 
series in which neither team could manage a road win, with 
the Hurricanes eventually getting the final word backed by 
yet another rowdy home crowd. 

“Obviously we needed one on the road, and we couldn’t do 
that,” Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron said. 

Carolina hung on after squandering a 2-0 series lead and 
then a clunker performance in Thursday’s Game 6 loss with 
a chance to advance. 

“Game 7, Game 4, 5, 6 — whatever it is, you’re advancing, 
which is the best thing,” defenseman Jaccob Slavin said. 

Domi was an unlikely star in this one. Carolina acquired him 
ahead of the March trade deadline, and he rewarded them 
with his first career postseason goals. He also assisted on 
Teravainen’s goal with a perfect pass to the top of the crease 
for the first-period putaway. 

“Obviously I was pretty lucky to come to a team like this,” 
Domi said. 

Then there’s Raanta, who joined Frederik Andersen in the 
team’s overhaul of its goaltender position. But with Andersen 

injured late in the regular season, Raanta took the lead in the 
crease despite never starting a postseason game before. 

He was again steady in net. His biggest stop came early with 
a full-split save to deny Taylor Hall near the left post on a 2-
on-1 chance in the first period of a scoreless game. 

David Pastrnak scored one with 21.7 seconds left with 
Boston having pulled Jeremy Swayman for the extra 
attacker. From there, the Hurricanes had to hang on through 
one tense clock-killing shift before they could celebrate. 

“When they got the second one, it was probably the longest 
20 seconds in my life for sure,” Raanta said. 

Jake DeBrusk scored in the second period for the Bruins, 
while Swayman finished with 28 saves. But the Bruins found 
themselves playing catch-up after Domi’s first goal, which 
had him skating in on the left side to bury a redirect attempt 
from Jordan Staal at 3:14 of the second. 

Later, after DeBrusk had beaten Raanta from the top of the 
crease, Teravainen whipped a pass to Domi for a one-timer. 
The puck zipped past Swayman at 10:33 of the second for 
the 3-1 lead and another goal coming within a few feet of the 
crease. 

“We pride ourselves on D-zone coverage, stuff we’ve done 
very well all year,” Boston coach Bruce Cassidy said. “Two 
breakdowns that, yeah, they made plays, but more on us not 
to get the job done defensively — be in the right spots, good 
sticks.” 

SIX STRAIGHT 

The Hurricanes improved to 6-0 in Game 7s since the former 
Hartford Whalers relocated to North Carolina in 1997. That 
includes the 2006 Stanley Cup finals against Edmonton, as 
well as a second-round overtime win at Boston in 2009 — 
which came 13 years earlier to the day. 

EARLY EXIT 

The Bruins were in their sixth straight playoffs. But this marks 
the first time Boston exited without winning a series since 
falling in a six-game series to Ottawa in 2017. 

BERGERON’S FUTURE 

Bergeron, the longtime No. 1 center, can become an 
unrestricted free agent after 18 seasons with the team. He 
has declined to talk about a new contract during the year, 
creating a possibility he could leave or retire. 

He wasn’t ready afterward to think about what’s next. 

“It’s too fresh right now,” Bergeron said. “It still stings 
obviously from a hard-fought series. Came up short, so 
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obviously I’m going to have to think about it. But I’m not there 
right now. 

PACKED HOUSE 

The Hurricanes had their biggest home crowd in franchise 
history with an attendance of 19,513. That surpassed the 
previous mark of 19,495 during the final win in a second-
round sweep of the New York Islanders in 2019.

 

Raanta proves ready for top role in Hurricanes’ playoff push 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Antti Raanta stayed ready, even 
while spending most of a season backing up one of the 
NHL’s top goalies. He’s critical now for the Carolina 
Hurricanes as they advance in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Pressed into duty with No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen 
injured, Raanta was the defensive anchor for the Hurricanes’ 
first-round series with the Boston Bruins. He was strong 
again in net for Saturday’s clinching Game 7 victory, another 
sign that the Hurricanes’ offseason bet on an overhaul at the 
position has paid off. 

“When Freddy got hurt, it was kind of like, ‘OK, now it’s a 
chance for me to show what I can do in the big stages,’” 
Raanta said after the 3-2 win. “Starting from Game 1, I think 
my game was pretty good.” 

Raanta earned three of the four wins in the series – he exited 
Game 2 early after taking a blow to the head – while allowing 
four goals in those games. He allowed two goals on 70 shots 
in the Game 1 and 5 victories (.971 save percentage) then 
finished with 27 saves in the clinching win. 

Not bad for a 33-year-old veteran who had never started a 
playoff game before this series and had battled injuries in 
recent years. Raanta looks like Carolina’s go-to guy in net 
entering a second-round series against the Pittsburgh-New 
York Rangers winner. 

“When we started this season, Freddy was unbelievable 
straight away and I was kind of fighting my way back to the 
game,” Raanta said. “There were some ups and downs early 
on in the season. I think since the All-Star break, it started to 
feel like I was also contributing there. I think guys started to 
trust me also. I was able to show I can also do the job.” 

The Hurricanes signed Andersen and Raanta last summer. 
But an every-night role wasn’t the plan as Andersen took the 
lead and was among the league leaders with 35 regular-
season wins, a 2.17 goals-against average and a .922 save 
percentage.  

Instead, Raanta had been the reliable No. 2 option, with the 
duo securing the William M. Jennings Trophy awarded to 
netminders on a team that allow the fewest goals in the 
league in a minimum 25 games of work. 

But his job description changed April 16, when Andersen 
went down in a loss at Colorado with a lower-body injury. 
Raanta had to take over the lead role with rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov as the backup option for a team that was headed 
for the Metropolitan Division title. 

Carolina needed someone ready for the moment. Raanta 
has been exactly that. 

“When one of the best goalies in the league goes down in 
injury, obviously it’s going to sting a little bit,” Raanta said. 
“Like we’ve been playing the whole year, the team in front of 
me is doing a great job. I just try to do my job and help the 
guys get the win.” 

While Carolina’s aggressive forecheck can ease the burden 
on him, Raanta has come up with key saves when needed, 
too. 

His biggest stop Saturday came early with a full-split save to 
deny Taylor Hall near the left post on a 2-on-1 chance in the 
first period of a scoreless game. It was a moment that Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy came back to almost immediately in his 
postgame news conference. 

“Big timely save by Raanta,” Cassidy said. “If we bury that 2-
on-1, things might change in a game like today when it’s 
hard to score.” 

Andersen’s status remains unclear going forward. Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour has offered few specifics on 
Andersen’s recovery beyond saying he’s working hard to get 
back and would need to practice with the team to be ready to 
return. 

Raanta has shown the Hurricanes that they don’t have to 
force anything. And he has an appreciation for this moment 
in a challenging year, particularly after losing his father in the 
offseason. 

That much was clear in Saturday’s postgame news 
conference, when his daughter Evelyn interrupted to give her 
dad a big hug. He helped her get positioned to sit in his lap 
and share the experience. 

“No one at the start would’ve anticipated him being the guy 
and then step in in the biggest moments and be the guy,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I’m proud of him and happy for him 
because he’s gone through so much.”
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Stanley Cup Takeaways: Max Domi an unlikely hero; will Patrice Bergeron retire? 

By Rory Boylen 

It took seven games, but we finally got a one-goal decision in 
the Carolina-Boston series and though it wasn't like that for 
long, this Game 7 came right down to the final seconds, with 
a few last-ditch efforts from the Bruins to tie it up.  

In the end, the home team won for the seventh time in this 
series, the Canes exorcized a playoff demon and eliminated 
the team they have something of a trolling relationship with, 
and one that eliminated Carolina from the playoffs in 2019 
and 2020. 

"This time it felt like it was our time," Canes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. 

With a 3-2 decision, the Carolina Hurricanes are on to the 
second round for the fourth year in a row, and they'll meet 
the winner of Sunday's Game 7 between the Rangers and 
Penguins.  

Meantime, the Bruins are out in Round 1 for the first time 
since 2017 and enter the off-season with one huge question 
overhanging everything. 

Here are our takeaways from an exciting series finish that set 
the table for two more later in the night, including a massive 
game from Max Domi, and a possible sending off of one of 
the best players of the generation. 

Max Domi, the unlikely Carolina hero in Game 7 

Game 7s can be funny. Heroes can come from unlikely 
places in the lineup.  

At the March trade deadline, there was a ton of activity in the 
Eastern Conference, where the top eight playoff seeds had 
been set for a few months. Most of the bigger moves were 
made by the Atlantic Division teams, but even in the Metro, 
Pittsburgh got Rickard Rakell, and the Rangers got a little 
more well-rounded and deep with Andrew Copp, Frank 
Vatrano and Tyler Motte.  

Carolina took a different approach and was relatively quiet. 
The Hurricanes' one and only addition was getting Max Domi 
from Columbus, a mixed bag of a player who had nine goals 
and 32 points in 53 games with the Blue Jackets. He wasn't 
a big addition by any measure, scoring two goals in 19 
regular season games in Carolina and averaging just under 
12 minutes a game. Heck, the Florida Panthers had to be 
worked into the trade as the third team retaining $1.325 
million of Domi's cap hit for the remainder of this season to 
make it work.  

Had they known the impact he would have on their Game 7, 
perhaps the Panthers wouldn't have gotten involved.  

Domi played 12:55 in Game 7, got three shots on net and 
came out of it with two goals (including the game-winner) 
and the primary assist on the all-important opening goal of 
the game. He and his line were slightly outchanced by the 

Bruins at 5-on-5, but in these do-or-die, win-or-go-home 
moments, it's not the underlying indicators that matter, but 
the results.  

Domi's line outscored the competition 3-0 in Game 7 at 5-on-
5 and his fingerprints were all over the key moments of the 
game for the Hurricanes. It was Domi's first Game 7 at the 
NHL level, and it'll be a defining one in his career.  

Canes set crowd record as the team takes an important step 
past Boston 

The Hurricanes' home crowd is one of the loudest in the 
game and given that the home side won each game of this 
series, they were going to effectively be an extra skater for 
the Bruins to overcome -- especially when Boston fell behind 
2-0 again. But Carolina's boosters brought it big time at a 
crucial moment, and set a record for themselves, too. 

And we're just getting started. What will this place look and 
sound like in Round 3 or, dare we say, the Cup final again? 

Is this how it ends for Patrice Bergeron?  

The Bruins were a tough defensive team all season, a 23-
year-old goalie in Jeremy Swayman asserted himself and 
then showed well in the Game 7 loss. Charlie McAvoy is the 
centrepiece of the defence signed for the long-term, and the 
Hampus Lindholm acquisition and then signing indicated the 
Bruins will be trying to keep a window open.  

Brad Marchand will be back. David Pastrnak, too, with one 
year left on his deal. The Bruins won't fall off the map, but 
one has to wonder what impact Patrice Bergeron's off-
season decision will have on the team from here. 

Will he return? Will he retire? What will Bergeron do next? 

If he does go, Bergeron would be exiting at the top of his 
game. The 36-year-old (her turns 37 in July) had a 65.58 
Corsi for percentage this season, which was the best mark in 
the league by a healthy margin -- Marchand and Mason 
Marchment in Florida were the only other players over 60. 
When Bergeron was on the ice, Boston controlled over 67 
per cent of all shots at 5-on-5 this season, also a league-best 
that wasn't close. Boston controlled nearly 70 per cent of all 
expected goals with Bergeron out there this season which, 
you guessed it, led the league by a mile.  

Safe to say he had a monster season, even though the 
Perfection Line was split up for most of the year. Bergeron 
had 25 goals and 65 points and when the Selke Trophy 
finalists get announced next week, it would be a huge 
surprise if he's not among those names for the 11th season 
in a row. He's probably the favourite to win the award for 
what would be a record-setting fifth time.  

Bergeron is a free agent this off-season and the questions 
will persist until a new contract is signed, or some other 
official announcement is made. Is this the end for one of the 
best all-around players and leaders in the NHL? 
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"It's too early right now. Not after ... it's too fresh right now," 
an emotional Bergeron said after the game. "It still stings, 
obviously. A hard-fought series and came up short. 
Obviously, I'm going to have to think about it, but I'm not 
there right now." 

Losing Bergeron would be tough to overcome in itself, but 
when you consider Boston also lost David Krejci after last 
season, that will mark two impact playoff centres gone in a 
two-year period. Any team would have a hard time dealing 
with that. 

Antti Raanta comes through -- will Frederik Andersen return 
in Round 2? 

The Canes have been trying to get over the hump for a few 
years, making it out of Round 1 three years in a row (now 
four) and even getting to one conference final in there. But 
goaltending was often the Achilles' heel to the whole unit, 
and in each of the past three seasons, they ran into an 
Atlantic Division buzzsaw that eliminated them.  

In 2019, the Bruins swept them and in 2020 they eliminated 
the Canes in five. In 2021, it was the Tampa Bay Lightning 
who escorted Carolina out in a quick five games. And, when 
Frederik Andersen -- who had a great year and seemed 
ready to steady an old concern -- was injured at the tail end 
of the regular season, goaltending appeared a possible 
weakness again for Carolina. 

Not so. And they slew the Atlantic dragon. 

Credit to Antti Raanta, who finished the regular season for 
Andersen, walked into Game 1 with a 35-save win and then 
was knocked out less than eight minutes into Game 2 when 

David Pastrnak struck him in the head with his glove. Raanta 
stepped out for Game 3 and returned to allow four goals in a 
Game 4 loss. With so little playoff experience to draw from, it 
could have been tough to get back on the horse again.  

But Raanta had a huge Game 5 and was great again in 
Game 7, making 27 saves in the win. Given that the team 
that scored first won every game in this series, perhaps 
Raanta's biggest stop was this one on Taylor Hall when the 
game was 0-0 after Swayman had made a few key stops at 
the other end.  

Of course, there was also the flurry in the final seconds from 
Boston after they pulled to within one with 22 seconds left. 
Bergeron won the ensuing centre ice faceoff (of course) and 
Boston had one last-ditch attempt to tie it.  

There was Raanta again, closing the door when an 
opportunity was there for it to go sideways. 

Andersen has not been practicing with the Canes and there 
has been no real update on his status other than 
Brind'Amour saying he was getting "closer" last week.  

Carolina just earned a massive and important series win for 
the franchise as it looks to take a step up. And while Raanta 
came through with such a performance that he'll leave 
Round 1 with a .928 save percentage, which stands out as 
one of the best outside of the low-scoring Dallas-Calgary 
series, Carolina might still be able to upgrade at that spot 
going forward -- and at least feel good about its goaltending 
if the No. 1 still isn't ready to come back. 

Underdog, feel-good stories like this are what the playoffs 
are all about.
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Domi, Hurricanes beat Bruins in Game 7 

By James O'Brien  

Throughout this Bruins – Hurricanes series, home-ice 
advantage was always a factor. Max Domi, however, hasn’t 
always been much of one. Yet, in Game 7, Domi emerged as 
a big difference-maker as the Hurricanes beat the Bruins 3-2 
to advance to the Second Round. 

While the Hurricanes won’t necessarily want their Second 
Round series to go to a Game 7, they wouldn’t be 
heartbroken if home-ice advantage mattered again. Whether 
they face the Rangers or Penguins, that series will start in 
Carolina. 

Max Domi, Hurricanes beat Bruins in Game 7 

Through six games of the Hurricanes – Bruins series, Max 
Domi managed zero goals and two assists. Domi generated 
more offense in Game 7 than the rest of the series 
combined. 

First, Domi collected an assist on a Teuvo Teravainen goal. 
During the second period, Domi scored his first two goals of 
this postseason. Teravainen and Jaccob Slavin also 
generated multiple points for the Hurricanes in Game 7. 

As noted in that tweet, Domi only managed two goals (but 
nine points with seven assists) in 19 regular-season games 
with the Hurricanes after being traded. 

Following those Domi goals, the Hurricanes held the Bruins 
at bay for most of the remainder of Game 7. 

Generally speaking, the Bruins’ big guns (David Pastrnak, 
Patrice Bergeron, Brad Marchand) were productive in 
Boston, but unable to break through on the road. That was 
the truth most of the time on Saturday. 

That said, a funky goal reminded us of how little room 
Boston’s best players need to make something happen. 

Thanks to a series of bounces (a broken Hurricanes stick, a 
fortunate Bruins bounce), David Pastrnak slammed home a 
goal with a mere 21 seconds left. While Boston created quite 
a bit of pressure in the remaining moments, Antti Raanta and 
the ‘Canes came through. 

With that, the Hurricanes move on, and perhaps have a 
decision between Raanta and Frederik Andersen (if 
Andersen is available, as expected). 

The pending decisions are even more pivotal for the Bruins. 
Could this be the last we see of Patrice Bergeron? Given the 
hugs he received from Brad Marchand and other teammates 
after Game 7, it seems like retirement is at least possible for 
Bergeron. (That would make consecutive years where the 
Bruins lost key, veteran centers, as David Krejci surprisingly 
left last offseason.) 

Whatever the case may be, the Hurricanes moved on, and 
Domi reminded us of the team’s impressive forward depth in 
the process.
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Game 7 Saturday: Hurricanes, Lightning, Oilers earn tough playoff wins 

By James O'Brien  

• Home-ice advantage indeed ruled the Hurricanes – Bruins 
series. The Hurricanes won Game 7, and will face either the 
Penguins and Rangers. 

• Same old story? Not necessarily, but the same old result. 
The Maple Leafs could not advance in the First Round, 
instead losing to the defending repeat champion Lightning in 
Game 7. 

• That said, the Lightning may be the less-healthy team 
against the Panthers. Brayden Point was unable to finish 
Game 7 after suffering an injury. 

• Leon Draisaitl gritted Game 7 out, with Connor McDavid 
dominating to help the Oilers outlast the Kings. We’ll either 
get a “Battle of Alberta” in the Second Round, or it will be 
Oilers – Stars. 

Game 7: Carolina Hurricanes 3, Boston Bruins 2 (CAR wins 
series 4-3) 

As mentioned above, the home team won all seven contests 
in the Hurricanes’ series win against the Bruins. In the case 
of Game 7, it was the first one not decided by at least two 
goals. Granted, it was almost decided by two. David 
Pastrnak scored to reduce Carolina’s lead to 3-2 with about 
21 seconds left. While that provided some late drama, it sure 
felt like the Hurricanes controlled the larger run of play 
against the Bruins. Granted, the B’s had their near-misses, 
so maybe it could have been closer. Generally, Carolina was 
the better team, and the Hurricanes will begin the Second 
Round at home (whether they face the Penguins or the 
Rangers). 

Game 7: Tampa Bay Lightning 2, Toronto Maple Leafs 1 
(TBL wins series 4-3) 

The more things change, the more they stay the same? 

In previous Game 7-type situations, the Leafs didn’t just lose, 
they often wilted. In Game 7 against the Lightning, it didn’t 
feel quite that way, at least for those observing the Maple 
Leafs. They’re almost certainly not happy hearing platitudes. 
Mostly. 

With two chances to advance, the Maple Leafs fought hard 
against the repeat defending champions. Still, the overall 
result remains the same. One-and-done, once again. 

Truly, you have to mix some bad with the good. Yes, the 
Maple Leafs had a goal disallowed, and maybe the Lightning 
got away with a penalty here and there. At the same time, 
the Maple Leafs went 0-for-3 on the power play in Game 7, 
and much like being unable to endure the trapping and 
turtling of the Canadiens last year, Toronto couldn’t break 
through when Tampa Bay clamped down. 

For a team that’s often a scoring machine, it’s deeply 
disturbing to see their offense dry up so often when it matters 
the most. 

Some may disagree on this. But, as I said, I wouldn’t “blow 
up” the Maple Leafs. Tweaks are needed, though. Ideally, 
they’ll get more stable in net, and find a little bit of extra 

scoring punch. Tweaks like finding more options on the rush 
may be the ticket, rather than something drastic. 

None of these points erase the frustration for Maple Leafs 
players, staff, and fans. We’ll find out soon enough if this 
latest disappointment translates to bigger or smaller 
changes. 

Game 7: Edmonton Oilers 2, Los Angeles Kings 0 (EDM 
wins series 4-3) 

If you drew up Game 7 to give the Kings the best chance to 
beat the Oilers, it would have gone like this. They received a 
vintage clutch performance from Jonathan Quick. This was a 
low-scoring game, including a scoreless first period and just 
a single goal in the second. 

Leon Draisaitl even wasn’t 100-percent. 

To the Oilers and Mike Smith‘s credit, they did not blink 
despite the Kings staying in a one-sided Game 7. Of course, 
it doesn’t hurt to have arguably the best player in the world 
… 

Three Stars from Game 7 Saturday 

1. Connor McDavid, Oilers 

Did Connor McDavid silence debate about anyone else 
being the best player in the world on Saturday, or in this 
series? 

That’s probably hasty talk. That said, if shot with truth serum, 
I’d blurt out Connor McDavid as the greatest active NHL 
player. One may argue that truth serum might be “one beer.” 

Chances are, these discussions will bubble up again. That 
could happen as soon as the Second Round, as Connor 
McDavid and the Oilers will face either the puck-hogging and 
defensively stout Flames, or the defensive-minded-to-a-
throwback-level Stars. Those are teams that could make 
things tough for McDavid, especially if Leon Draisaitl’s injury 
issues linger. 

In Game 7, McDavid assisted on Cody Ceci‘s 1-0 goal, then 
did it all on a crucial 2-0 insurance tally. That second goal 
was the sort of clip you’ll share with his future doubters. 

Beyond that, McDavid and his line (a hobbled Draisaitl, and 
Kailer Yamamoto) also dominated at 5-on-5. 

McDavid scored four goals and 10 assists, averaging two 
points per game (14 in 7) in this series. Wow. 

2. Max Domi, Hurricanes 

There’s a proud history of unexpected Game 7 
masterpieces. Not everyone can be Justin Williams, 
seemingly rattling these moments off on a whim. (Also, not 
everyone can be like Justin Williams in also being very good 
in non-Game-7 situations.) 

Frankly, you could forgive all but the most die-hard 
Hurricanes fans for occasionally forgetting that Max Domi 
was on this roster. Part of that is the Hurricanes’ waves of 
quality forwards. The other was that he hasn’t made that big 
of an impact, at least on the scoreboard. 
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Going into Game 7, Max Domi only managed two assists 
(and zero goals) in this series. In Game 7, Domi factored into 
every Carolina tally, scoring two goals and one assist. 

While Domi is a flawed player, especially defensively, he’s 
also clearly skilled. To an extent, he’s talented enough to 
give Carolina this kind of boost. But, yeah, it was surprising. 

2. Nick Paul, Lightning 

Even compared to Max Domi (a 28-goal, 72-point season; 52 
points as a rookie; 12th pick of 2013), Nick Paul (32 points 
this season a career-high, otherwise 20 or lower; picked 
101st in that same draft) was less likely to be a Game 7 
hero. 

Yet, there was a “surprising, but not as random as some 
might think” element to Nick Paul being the Game 7 
difference-maker for the Lightning. 

While Paul is a relative unknown, he’s been finding his game 
with Tampa Bay. Generating 14 points in 21 games with the 
Lightning already shows that maybe the franchise was right 
about taking a small chance on Nick Paul. He was especially 
hot in April, though. In 16 April games, Paul scored 13 
points. 

So, again: surprising, but maybe not quite shocking. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes social team trolls Bruins fans into oblivion after Game 7 win 

By Christine Gosselin 

The Boston Bruins’ season came to an end on Saturday 
following their Game 7 loss in the first round, falling 3-2 at 
the hands of the Hurricanes in Raleigh. 

Away from the support of their fanbase in Boston — and 
feeling the heat from the chants of the crowd in Raleigh — 
the Bruins couldn’t stop the Canes, especially forward Max 
Domi, who had the game of his career, scoring twice in the 
second period and adding an assist, getting in on all three 
Carolina tallies. 

The beating didn't just go down on the ice, however, as 
Boston's fans were also obliterated by the Hurricanes after 
the loss when the Canes social media team, who is known to 
be savage towards their opponents with dark humor and 

excessive sarcasm, posted a video of a plethora of tweets 
previously posted by Bruins’ fans taunting the team. 

The video shows tweets calling out Carolina, who had their 
way with the Bruins during the regular season, going 3-0-0 
and outscoring them 16-1. 

"Wait till the playoffs, right Bruins fans?" 

With its Game 7 victory over Boston, Carolina has now won 
its first-round series in four straight years. 

Who will be their next victims? The Hurricanes will take on 
the winner of the New York Rangers and Pittsburgh 
Penguins Game 7, which goes down on Sunday. Their fans 
better get ready!
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Hurricanes Advance to Second Round After Game 7 Win Over Bruins 

The Carolina Hurricanes have advanced to the second round 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs after beating the Boston Bruins 
3-2 in Game 7. 

By Steven Ellis 

What a night for a bunch of jerks. 

The Carolina Hurricanes have advanced to the second round 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs after beating the Boston Bruins 
3-2 in Game 7. 

The win is Carolina's fourth first-round series win in a row, 
while losing to Boston in the Eastern Conference final in 
2019 and the conference semifinal the following year. 

Max Domi was the star of the show, setting up Teuvo 
Teravainen at 18:36 before scoring a pair of goals in the 
middle stanza. 

Jake DeBrusk scored in between Domi's two markers, and 
David Pastrnak scored with 21 seconds to go, but it wasn't 
enough. 

The Hurricanes will meet up with the winner of Sunday's 
Game 7 between New York/Pittsburgh when the second 
round begins next week.

 

Domi's Best Career Performance Comes at the Right Time for Hurricanes 

The Stanley Cup playoffs are famous for tales of redemption 
and making the most of the moment – and on Saturday 
afternoon, in Game 7 between Carolina and the visiting 
Boston Bruins, Domi had the game of his life. 

By Adam Proteau 

When he was acquired by the Carolina Hurricanes at this 
year’s trade deadline, forward Max Domi wasn’t touted as 
the type of difference-maker that a player like Florida 
Panthers star Claude Giroux received.  

That was understandable; Domi’s star had dimmed 
somewhat since he posted a career-best 28 goals and 72 
points for Montreal in 2018-19. And in the 19 regular-season 
games he appeared in for the Canes after the trade, Domi 
had only a pair of goals and seven points. 

But the Stanley Cup playoffs are famous for tales of 
redemption and making the most of the moment – and on 
Saturday afternoon, in Game 7 between Carolina and the 
visiting Boston Bruins, Domi had the game of his life, scoring 
a pair of goals and adding an assist (and a primary assist at 
that) to push the Hurricanes into the second round. The 
game was Domi’s 11th career playoff game, but the two 
goals were the first playoff goals of his career. The 
performance instantly made the 27-year-old’s trade cost – 
the rights to Russian forward Egor Korshhkov and prospect 
defenseman Aidan Hreschuk – welll worth it.  

Now, Domi’s contributions on offense may not have been 
enough if Carolina wasn’t so good at protecting the lead in 
Game 7. The Hurricanes built a 2-0 lead on a late-first-period 
marker from forward Teuvo Teravainen, and Domi’s first of 
the game, 3:14 into the second frame. However, Boston 
wasn’t about to roll over, getting on the scoreboard at 5:04 of 
the second when winger Jake DeBrusk scored his second 

goal of this post-season. Yet that didn’t shake Carolina. Five 
minutes after DeBrusk cut the lead in half, Domi struck again 
to restore their two-goal advantage.  

And for a very long while, that was it. Carolina played an up-
tempo, quietly assured defensive game the rest of the way – 
or at least, until the final minute of regulation time, when the 
pressing Bruins pulled within one goal on David Pastrnak’s 
scoring play with 22 seconds left. If the game had of 
continued for another minute, Boston might have forced 
overtime. But it was not to be for them this season – a year 
that could be the last of star center Patrice Bergeron’s 
Hockey Hall of Fame career. Bergeron was hugged by all his 
teammates after the game ended, and if he wasn’t thinking of 
retirement, it sure seemed strange he’d be as emotional as 
he was. 

But we can celebrate Bergeron another day. Today is about 
acknowledging the Hurricanes’ evolution. With the victory 
Saturday, Carolina has won their first-round series in four 
consecutive years. If they had of fallen to the Bruins, it 
would’ve been a bitter disappointment; getting to the second 
round was the bare necessity for them to try and make it to 
the Eastern Conference Final for the first time in three years. 

Now, the Hurricanes will take on the winner of the New York 
Rangers/Pittsburgh Penguins Game 7 Sunday. And when 
Carolina plays, it’s possible they get back No. 1 goalie 
Frederik Andersen, who missed the entire first round with a 
lower-body injury. No. 2 netminder Antti Raanta played well 
in Andersen’s absence, including stopping 27 of 29 shots by 
Boston in Game 7, but Andersen earned the starter’s job 
during the regular season, and Canes head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour isn’t going to deny him the chance to play when 
he’s ready. 
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In some ways – mainly, because of Bergeron’s status – it felt 
like a passing of the torch between the two teams. Carolina 
feels and looks like a franchise on the rise. Boston feels and 
looks like a transition is coming, as it inevitably does for 
every championship core.  

But today was Max Domi’s day. And because of that, it was 
the Hurricanes’ day, as well.

 

 

 

Domi steals show as Canes beat Bruins in Game 7 

Max Domi had two goals and an assist Saturday as the 
Canes beat the Bruins 3-2 in game seven.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Every game seven has a hero.  

Saturday evening in PNC Arena the Carolina Hurricanes’ 
hero was Max Domi, who scored two goals and had an 
assist in Carolina’s 3-2 win over the Boston Bruins to move 
the Canes to the second round and send the Bruins home for 
the summer.  

Domi, the lone trade-deadline acquisition for the Hurricanes, 
played maybe his best game with the team in its biggest 
moment so far this season. He had a beautiful assist on 
Teuvo Teravainen’s game-opening goal, and then he twice 
bumped the Hurricanes’ advantage to two goals to help 
move Carolina to 6-0 all-time in game sevens since the 
relocation.  

Antti Raanta was solid in net once again, as he stopped 26 
shots in the biggest game of his NHL career so far. For the 
Bruins, Jeremy Swayman made 28 saves in the loss while 
Jake DeBrusk and David Pastrnak scored.  

In a somehow lopsided but also close series of hockey, it 
was the home team that did end up holding serve in every 
single game. None of the games were particularly close, with 
game seven maybe the most contentious, but it was a back-
and-forth seven games of hockey that showed the Canes 
can come back from a disappointing loss.  

The first period was a very tight, very game seven period of 
hockey, as the teams battled for most of the frame and 
exchanged some penalties.  

But Carolina did find the game’s first goal in the final two 
minutes of the opening period, as some beautiful puck 
movement led to the second goal of this series from 

Teravainen. Jaccob Slavin laced the puck towards the net 
where Domi made a phenomenal touch pass across to 
Teravainen for the goal.  

The Canes got a big power play opportunity at the end of the 
first period, as Tony DeAngelo took a stick up high from 
Taylor Hall that drew blood.  

And while Carolina couldn’t technically score on the four-
minute man advantage, which spanned the end of the first 
period and beginning of the second, Domi made it 2-0 in the 
seconds following Hall exiting the box.  

The Canes got the puck in deep and it fell out beside the 
goal, and an uncovered Domi came crashing in to smash it 
home and double the home team’s lead.  

The two-goal lead didn’t last long though, as a centering 
pass made it’s way to DeBrusk who pushed it past Raanta.  

Domi struck again later in the second period to push the lead 
back to two, as Teravainen slotted a beautiful pass to Domi 
for the goal on the rush immediately after a game-tying 
attempt from Boston rang the post.  

The Canes locked in and held down the fort in the third 
period, beating Boston to pucks and grinding out hard shift 
after hard shift to keep the Bruins from finding any signs of 
life as they tried to battle back in their final 20 minutes of the 
season.  

Pastrnak found the net with just 20.5 seconds to go and 
Boston’s net empty, though it was far too little far too late for 
Boston.  

Now the Hurricanes will wait and watch game seven of 
Pittsburgh-New York Sunday, with the winner of that game 
coming to Raleigh for game one of round two at some point 
next week.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Slavin, Staal, Domi, Raanta on Game 7 win over Boston 

The Carolina Hurricanes are on to the second round, as Max 
Domi led the way to a 3-2 win in game seven versus the 
Bruins.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

For the fourth and final time in a first-round series against the 
Boston Bruins, the Carolina Hurricanes held down the fort on 
home ice in PNC Arena.  

This time it was in a winner-take-all game seven, as the 
Canes came out on top, 3-2, thanks in big part to the heroics 
of trade-deadline acquisition Max Domi.  

Domi assisted the Hurricanes’ first goal, scored by Teuvo 
Teravainen, and then scored two of his own to have his best 
game as a member of the Canes in the team’s biggest game 
of the season so far.  

Following the pivotal game seven win, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour,  

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Domi: Speed. He’s so quick. And he’s got a touch. 
Whenever he gets the puck he does good things with it. 
Tonight obviously he showed that. He was the difference 
maker tonight.  

On the top guys contributing: Everybody was solid. Our top 
guys played really noticeably. It’s tough to find anyone that 
didn’t play really well. It was the right way. Everything was 
right from the start until the last 20 seconds where it got a 
little hairy. Solid, solid game.  

On if he learned anything about his team in this series: This 
is not surprising. I didn’t like a couple of the games in there, 
but it was just weird. It wasn’t like our game was bad, but it 
was some special teams stuff. If you take that many 
penalties against this team then you don’t have a chance. 
We were able to do a better job with that. I like our game. 
Our overall game as a team is solid.  

On Raanta: I’m proud of him. He’s been through a lot this 
year. Not just physically, but overall. Nobody at the start of 
the year would have anticipated him being the guy and 
stepping in in the biggest moments to be the guy. I’m happy 
for him and proud of him because he’s gone through so 
much.  

On the defensive corps: The reason our team is successful is 
because of the [D] you mentioned. All of them. They just play 
so well. They’re hard to play against. They defend well. They 
make plays. All of them. All of them played lights out all 
series. I don’t know how many points we got from the back 
end, but it was a ton. A very, very good group.  

On getting past Boston: It’s such a different feeling coming 
into this one. Back in the other ones if we would have won 
you guys maybe would have been surprised. This time 
around it felt like it was our time. Our guys have matured. 
They handled that.  

On Domi and Raanta stepping up: You’ve got to give 
management credit for making the moves they make. They 

bring in guys that help and add to our group. Both of those 
guys were huge in tonight’s win.  

On Staal’s leadership: We talk about it all the time. He’s just 
a solid player. He’ll do anything you want him to do. He’s our 
leader. Everyone just kind of follows suit. When you have a 
guy who plays that way, it makes a coach’s job easier.  

On Staal showing he’s worthy of the Selke against Bergeron: 
Maybe for people who don’t watch us. I’ve been saying this 
for a long time. He can do whatever you ask him today. 
Bergeron has kind of renamed that award, but Jordan 
deserves a lot of credit as well.  

On why he feels like it’s ‘their time’: I’ve had a lot of faith in 
this group since day one because I know what kind of people 
they are. The league is so close. The talent is so close. 
You’ve got to have good people. They’ve got to want to do a 
little extra. When you have a lot of guys who you know and 
think that way, then you’ve got a good chance. I felt like our 
chances were pretty good.  

On the last 20 seconds: We had a great game, and then that 
last 20 it went out the window. But that happens. That always 
happens. It made it interesting. This team, we always make it 
interesting. 

On if they celebrate and appreciate this: We celebrate. I get 
my enjoyment from watching these guys celebrate. I get a lot 
of enjoyment out of watching them feel good about 
themselves. Obviously it’s one step. We need to enjoy it 
today, and tomorrow will be on how we take the next one. 
But you do need to take time and enjoy it.  

On Raanta’s tough year and having this moment: Everybody 
has got a life outside of hockey. He’s had a tough go the last 
year. That makes his story, you pull for guys like that. All our 
guys do.  

On taking the step: We took a nice step today for a lot of 
reasons, but now we’ve got to refocus.  

On the feeling now: It’s relief, for sure. And then, the first 
round for me is always the most emotional. It’s always the 
one that’s the most intense. And then you’re hoping it goes 
on for another month and a half. It sucks a little out of 
everybody as it goes along. Sometimes getting out of the first 
round is actually the toughest because it’s so emotional. The 
next round will be emotional, but I think it kind of dies down a 
little bit as you move along. Now it’s getting refocused. That 
will be the next challenge.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On the overall team effort: It was a huge effort all around, top 
to bottom. It starts with the goaltending, which was huge. 
Everyone played their hearts out. That’s what we need. I’m 
proud of all our guys.  

On the mood and excitement of moving on: Game seven, 
four, five, six, whatever it is you’re advancing, which is the 
best thing. We’re going to rest up over the next couple of 
days and get ready for the next one. That’s all we can do. 
The guys played their hearts out, and it was awesome.  
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On Domi: We all know Max is a heck of a player. It kind of 
seemed like he was coming out of his bubble there, which 
was awesome. That’s great. Hopefully he’ll continue to be 
great going forward for us. Two huge goals, three points 
tonight. That’s huge. It takes everybody. It was a full team 
effort.  

Jordan Staal 

On everyone getting involved: We knew we were going to 
need everybody. It was a great rebound game. Everyone 
was engaged, involved, winning battles and doing whatever 
they could to chip in for the win. We had to have it. There 
were some big individual efforts, you need that as well. But 
everyone was involved. It was a good team win.  

On Raanta: Raanta has obviously been good all series. He 
made a couple of timely saves tonight. He was another piece 
that needed to get a W.  

On the series: It was a very tough team, series was back and 
forth. A lot of momentum changes and different stuff that you 
have to deal with mentally. I thought our group was getting 
better as we went. Tonight was another one where we 
stayed on track like we wanted to. In game six it didn’t 
happen, but we stayed on track and played our game or the 
whole game. That’s what we have to do if we want to keep 
moving forward. We knew it was going to be a tight game. 
That game was expected.  

On going against Bergeron: What a player. What a good line. 
Dangerous every time they go on the ice. My line, we’re so 
solid. We’re very smart with the puck. We made sure, we 
created a couple good chances, but taking away theirs was 
our number one goal. That line is very hard to play against it. 
It was nice to be on the winning side.  

On potentially going to Pittsburgh for the playoffs: It is what it 
is. They’re both good teams. I mean, a playoff series against 
Pittsburgh would be different for sure. But either team is a 
tough opponent, and we’re excited to be moving on.  

On the character of the team showing up: I think so. I think 
we’ve got a group that is deep. We’ve got a group, especially 
this time of year, where you’re going to need everybody. 
Everybody chipped in the right way in different places. It’s 
the culture that we want to build here, and everyone was 
working hard.  

On Brind’Amour’s demeanor before the game: Would it be 
weird to say that he never really changed? He’s the same 
thing every day. He expects the same thing every day. What 
we’ve built here, the way we’ve played from game one to 
now, it’s the way we want to play. Whether it’s game seven 
or the 50th game of the season, he says the same thing. It’s 
the same message. It’s that desire to play for each other and 
play hard and really just bring it. I thought everybody brought 
it tonight.  

On finally getting past Boston: It doesn’t hurt, obviously. 
Definitely a sour taste against those guys. They took what 
we wanted away from us a couple of times. It hurt most of 
the guys in that room. It’s nice to be on the right sid enow.  

On the crowd: It’s so loud in there. It’s so much fun to play in. 
It’s exciting. It’s what you want as a player. It’s what you play 

for and dream about. Our fans have been unbelievable, and 
it’s going to get even better.  

On Domi: Great addition to the group. A great dude. He fits 
our mold. He’s a guy who is willing and ready to work and do 
whatever it takes. It’s nice to see him get rewarded with 
some big goals in big moments for our team. We’re going to 
need special moments like that from everyone throughout 
this run. It’s great to see him chip in, and he’s a heck of a 
player.  

Max Domi 

On having this big moment this year: Obviously I was pretty 
lucky to come to a team like this. I didn’t take it for granted. 
I’m very fortunate. It was a fun stretch. I got adjusted and got 
comfortable, and obviously that was a heck of a series with 
this team. Tip your cap to Boston. They played outstanding, 
and they’ve got some veteran players over there. They’re the 
real deal, obviously. They’re guys that I’ve looked up to for a 
long time. To be able to come out on top in game seven is 
big. It’s a huge win. Got to get ready to go for the next one 
now.  

On if he had a sense after the first goal that things were 
going his way: In the playoffs you have to have a pretty short 
memory. They’re a great team. We knew it was going to be a 
tight game tonight. Both teams had everything on the line. 
We found ways to score and capitalize on the chances we 
had. Overall, the first one was a heck of a play by [Slavin] 
and [Teravainen] buried one. I was just sitting there on the 
second one, and the third one was an incredible play by 
[Vincent Trocheck] on the forecheck, and a better pass by 
Teravainen. Overall we’ll take it, and it was a huge win.  

On this team: That’s what we’re all about. When you have 
that going, it’s fun to be a part of. It really is. No matter what, 
we come in waves. Every guy can come in here every night. 
The guys stepped up tonight. It’s massive.  

On if he was thinking about scoring again after the first: Nah, 
not really. There’s a little bit more on your mind than that. 
Like I said earlier, you’ve got to have a pretty short memory. 
It’s all about winning. It’s a 60-minute game for a reason. 
Ultimately when you’ve got a lead like that you can’t take too 
much time to reflect on it and sit on it. I think our group did a 
great job of that tonight. They made it interesting at the end 
there, but when you have Raanta back there and the D corps 
we do and guys like Staal and Nino [Niederreiter] and 
[Jesper Fast] back there, they lock it down pretty good. It 
was a great effort by everyone. Massive.  

On if he switched up anything with his routine: Nah, honestly 
it’s just like any other game. I know it’s game seven and 
everyone hypes it up. Part of being a pro is to prepare the 
same way. That’s how you stay even keeled, not just through 
a game but through a whole series. There’s going to be 
some adversity, and you’ve got to learn to accept that wave 
of adversity. We have a strong leadership group. Everyone 
can find a way to do that. That’s how you win a series. It took 
us to the very last game, but we’ll take it.  

On the atmosphere: You’ve got to give a shoutout to this 
crowd here. It’s unbelievable. I’ve never been a part of a rink 
or atmosphere like that before. We don’t take that for 
granted. They’re just as much a part of this victory and series 
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win as any player. We’re very lucky to have the Caniacs in 
our corner. We had some fun tonight, and I know they did 
too. I’m looking forward to more fun in the future here.  

On this game being the dream: This is why we play, right? 
It’s all about winning. In games like this, it’s do or die. You 
think about these kinds of moments as a kid. It’s fun to be a 
part of. We’ll enjoy it tonight, and then we’re getting back to 
work tomorrow. That’s the beauty of the playoffs, that we 
have to keep playing. I’m looking forward to who we’re 
playing next, and I’m sure it’s going to be an even tougher 
matchup. We’ll elevate our game. I’m confident we will.  

On the overall win: I think our whole team stepped up. Like I 
said earlier, credit to the fans. They knew how big this game 
was. I think they deserve it. This team deserved a win 
tonight. They’ve played so hard this year. [Brind’Amour] talks 
about it all the time, and so do the older guys in this locker 
room, but they play the same way for 82 games. That’s a 
playoff hockey style. Usually when game one starts in the 
playoffs teams have to adjust a little and get their game to a 
higher level, but nothing changed for these guys. Same thing 
with the fans. Overall when you’ve got that recipe, it’s usually 
pretty successful. That’s what you saw tonight.  

Antti Raanta 

On his game: Everything felt good, but when they got the 
second one it was probably the longest 20 seconds in my 
life, for sure. They got the puck deep and got their chance, 
and it was just a scramble to the end. But when the buzzer 
sounded it was probably the best feeling in a long time. It 
was a big relief for sure.  

On his emotions: It was obviously a big one to get this series 
done and get the series win. When Freddie got hurt, it was 
kind of like a chance for me to show what I can do on the big 
stage. Starting from game one I thought my game was pretty 
good. And obviously today it was lots of battling and grinding 
it out. Guys were playing amazing today in front of me. They 
killed a penalty when we needed. A lot of blocked shots and 
rebounds they took care of. It’s a pretty nice feeling, for sure.  

On his early save on Taylor Hall: [Erik] Haula was coming 
with a lot of speed, and I don’t know if it was instincts but you 
feel he’s going to his backhand. When I saw the pass going, 
I just tried to get something in front. I was able to get my leg 
there and keep it out. Like this series went, it was huge for us 

to get the first goal. That calmed us down and it went from 
there. You try to make those saves and give your team a 
chance to get the lead. Especially in the playoffs it’s big, you 
get the lead and you don’t have to chase the game. It was 
obviously nice to make that save.  

On the Staal line shutting down the Bergeron line:We had 
our troubles in games where we played in Boston and they 
had the change. I think we did a pretty good job even though 
they were pretty deadly in those games in Boston. But 
[Staal]’s line did a great job. It’s pucks deep and 
forechecking and keeping the pucks there. When you get 
those guys to defend a lot, it will take a bit from the offensive 
play. I thought that was big for us to get our number one line.  

On how he’s fit in with this team: Since probably day one. 
When we started the season, Freddie was unbelievable 
straight away. I was kind of fighting my way back to the 
game. There were some ups and downs early on in the 
season. I think at the All-Star break it started to feel like I was 
also contributing. I think guys started to trust me, and I was 
able to show that I can also do the job. I think when the 
playoffs started you have the confidence as a group. When 
one of the best goalies in the league goes down with an 
injury it’s going to sting a little bit, but we’ve been playing the 
whole year and the team in front of me is doing a great job. I 
just tried to do my job to get the win. 

On his emotional year: Before the game we were talking with 
[Paul Schonfelder], and we always have the chat before the 
game. He told me ‘whatever happens today, your old man, 
wherever he’s watching, he’s super proud.’ I think that was 
the last thing to get in my head. Whatever happens today, it 
was obviously great to get the win and have my kids in the 
stands and lots of people texting me and lots of people in 
Finland staying awake for today’s game. It’s great. Obviously 
it would be great if my dad was here to see this, but I’m sure 
he’s somewhere and he’s super happy.  

On his family: Yesterday after practice we got home and 
were thinking about today’s game. These guys make you 
forget about hockey and keep you busy. Sometimes they’re 
a little bit too wild, but you take that and try to stay with them 
and be a role model. It’s awesome to go home every time. 
They don’t care if we won or lost, but they’re super proud. It’s 
special, for sure.
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Canes hold on against Boston in game 7, move on to second round  

By Sam Overton 

The Carolina Hurricanes pulled off a game seven victory to 
clinch the series win against the Boston Bruins at PNC Arena 
on Saturday, May 14. The win marked Carolina’s sixth game 
seven win since relocating to Raleigh in 1997. 

Among the stars of Saturday’s performance, goaltender Antti 
Raanta and center Max Domi drove the team to victory 
thanks to a combination of strong defense and powerful 
offense. 

“Obviously, I was pretty lucky to come to a team like this,” 
Domi said. “We knew it was going to be a tight game tonight. 
Both teams had a lot on the line.” 

Funnily enough, there were two instances of 4v4 play across 
the first period: Boston center Craig Smith and Canes center 
Vincent Trocheck were involved in a scuffle almost five 
minutes into the game, and defenseman Brett Pesce was 
sent to the box for high sticking immediately after Boston 
defenseman Connor Clifton tripped Canes right-wing Andrei 
Svechnikov. 

Neither play reaped a goal for the Hurricanes or the Bruins, 
but Carolina nabbed the first power play of the game — 
Boston defenseman Derek Forbort was sent to the penalty 
box for holding against Canes center Jesperi Kotkaniemi. 
Unfortunately, the two minutes of play went ultimately 
scoreless, but Carolina’s play boded well for future power 
plays. 

PNC Arena exploded after left-wing Teuvo Teravainen tipped 
in a bullet from Domi for Carolina’s first goal, 18:36 into the 
game. Boston led in shots on goal across most of the first 
period, but the Hurricanes gained more traction in the last 
few minutes of the first inning. 

If that first goal wasn’t sweet enough, Boston left-wing Taylor 
Hall was handed a double minor penalty for high sticking 
against Canes defenseman Tony DeAngelo with less than a 
minute to go in the first period. 

Unfortunately, the Hurricanes weren’t able to rope in another 
goal throughout the four-minute power play, but they didn’t 
wait long to raise the lead to 2-0. Domi looped his stick 
around the goal to knock in a sneaky goal against Boston 
goaltender Jeremy Swayman, giving the Canes a little extra 
wiggle room early in the second period. 

The Bruins halved their deficit a mere minute and a half after 
Domi’s goal, however. Boston left-wing Jake DeBrusk nailed 
a goal right past Raanta, who was slow to react to DeBrusk’s 
puck. 

That being said, Carolina soon raised its lead to 3-1 thanks 
to yet another goal from Domi — pretty incredible, 
considering he hadn’t scored a playoff goal in his career 
before this game. One goal away from a playoff hat trick, 
Domi was one of the more dominant players on the ice for 
game seven. 

Although the first 14 minutes or so of the third period 
remained fairly uneventful between both teams, Boston 
received its first power play of the game with about six and a 
half minutes of gameplay left. Defenseman Brendan Smith 
sent the puck clear into the crowd, accidentally giving the 
Bruins two minutes of a one-man advantage. 

Boston had several good shots on goal against Raanta, but 
luckily Carolina returned to full strength without an advance 
from the Bruins. From there on, it was a tense battle between 
the two East Coast teams. Center and captain Jordan Staal 
almost made it a 4-1 lead on a tight wraparound goal against 
Swayman, but the refs ultimately ruled the play as no goal. 

With about two and a half minutes left of gameplay, Boston 
emptied its net to give the Bruins an additional attacker in an 
attempt to even out the score. Boston right-wing David 
Pastrnak scored with 20 seconds left in regulation, mostly 
thanks to defenseman Brady Skjei’s momentary absence 
from the ice due to a broken stick. 

In what was possibly the most stressful 20 seconds of the 
series, attacker after attacker hurled shots at Raanta in 
attempts to tie the game and force overtime for game seven. 
Luckily for Canes fans, Raanta and defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin made some incredible saves against Boston’s offense 
to cement Carolina’s victory. 

“It’s obviously a big one, for sure,” Raanta said. “When 
Freddie [Andersen] got hurt, it was […] a chance for me to 
show what I could do in the big stages. Starting from game 
one, I think my game was pretty good. Obviously today, 
there was lots of battling and working it out.” 

The Hurricanes will now face either the Pittsburgh Penguins 
or New York Rangers in the second round of the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs based on the results of tomorrow’s game.
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Wolves seize 2-0 series lead 

The Chicago Wolves moved within one game of a Central 
Division Semifinals sweep with a 4-1 Game 2 victory over the 
Rockford IceHogs Saturday night at Allstate Arena. 

Forwards Josh Leivo, CJ Smith and Vasili Ponomarev and 
defenseman Max Lajoie scored goals for the Wolves (2-0), 
who can wrap up the best-of-5 series Sunday at Rockford. 

Winnetka native Jack Drury notched two assists and 
goaltender Alex Lyon (2-0) posted 15 saves as the Wolves 
outshot the IceHogs 49-16. Chicago set the tempo from the 
opening puck drop as they fired the game’s first 14 shots. 

“Credit to our guys: They’ve showed up both nights,” said 
Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “Our starts are crucial 
and it will be crucial again tomorrow. This is the playoffs. I 
don’t think you can come off the gas at all. I think there are 
still parts of our game that need to get better.” 

The Wolves enjoyed 1 minute, 35 seconds of a 5-on-3 power 
play seven minutes into the game, but couldn’t convert as 
Rockford goaltender Arvid Soderblom robbed two one-timers 
with sliding saves and Wolves captain Andrew Poturalski 
ripped a shot off the post. 

Chicago fired the game’s first 14 shots — and that didn’t 
include Poturalski’s blast off the post as well as David Gust’s 
pair of shots that clanged off the iron. Rockford finally earned 
its first shot when Andrei Altybarmakian nudged one into 
Lyon’s pads 14:01 into the game. 

The Wolves finally cashed in on their 19th shot of the first 
period. Drury won a faceoff at the left dot and Leivo rushed in 
to claim the puck and fire it. Soderblom rejected his first try, 
but Leivo pounced on the rebound and knocked it home for a 
1-0 lead. 

Chicago didn’t waste any time adding to the margin as its 
next shot hit the back of the net as well. Poturalski swept into 
the offensive zone and dished it back to defenseman Josh 
Jacobs as the late man. Jacobs served a backhand pass 
from the left circle to the slot to set up Smith’s one-timer for a 
2-0 lead at 18:42. 

The Wolves finished the first period with the two-goal lead as 
well as a 20-1 advantage in shots — setting the franchise 
postseason record for fewest shots allowed in a period. 

The game leveled out in the second period, but Chicago 
pumped its lead to 3-0 on Lajoie’s wrister from the high slot 
at 11:51. For the second time in the game, a Drury faceoff 
win led directly to a goal as Lajoie claimed the puck at the 
point, walked in and zipped a shot through traffic. 

Rockford (2-2) cut the margin to 3-1 on defenseman Alec 
Regula’s power-play goal at 13:19. He collected the puck at 
his own goal line and slalomed down the ice for his first goal 
of the playoffs. 

The Wolves earned an insurance goal at 13:58 of the third 
when Ponomarev whistled a pass from the right corner 
intended for Jamieson Rees at the far post, but a Rockford 
defenseman’s skate deflected the puck home. 

Soderblom (2-2) finished with 45 saves in the loss. 

The Wolves travel to Rockford for Game 3 at 4 p.m. Sunday 
and, if necessary, Game 4 at 7 p.m. Tuesday. Chicago hosts 
Game 5, if necessary, at 7 p.m. Thursday. To get the best 
deals on playoff tickets, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or 
contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261451897.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261450082.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261455552.html 

https://theathletic.com/3312225/2022/05/14/carolina-hurricanes-playoffs-max-domi-antti-raanta-nhl-hockey/ 
https://theathletic.com/news/hurricanes-bruins-win-game-7/WIXkCyBOY6I6/ 

https://theathletic.com/3311024/2022/05/15/nhl-playoffs-hurricanes-lightning-oilers/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/domi-stars-with-3-points-in-hurricanes-game-7-win-over-boston/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-vanquish-bruins-with-3-2-win-in-game-7/20282288/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/over-19-500-fans-pack-pnc-arena-to-cheer-on-carolina-hurricanes-for-game-7/20282594/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-win-game-seven-advance-to-round-two/c-334079796 
https://www.nhl.com/news/boston-bruins-carolina-hurricanes-game-7-recap/c-333640040 

https://www.nhl.com/news/antti-raanta-continues-unexpected-run-for-carolina-hurricanes/c-334088886 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-advance-to-second-round-of-playoffs/c-334081888 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-carolina-hurricanes-rangers-5c1115ba1a37d5128ed0f554d61aa2f3 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-antti-raanta-0ed030faea57cc3f880f266423ca5250 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/stanley-cup-takeaways-max-domi-an-unlikely-hero-will-bergeron-retire/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/14/max-domi-hurricanes-beat-boston-bruins-in-game-7/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/15/game-7-saturday-hurricanes-lightning-oilers-earn-tough-playoff-wins/ 
https://ca.finance.yahoo.com/news/nhl-stanley-cup-playoffs-hurricanes-troll-bruins-fans-after-game-7-win-012613682.html 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/hurricanes-advance-to-second-round-after-game-7-win-over-bruins 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/domis-best-career-performance-comes-at-the-right-time-for-hurricanes 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/14/23073041/domi-steals-show-as-canes-beat-bruins-in-game-7 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/14/23073164/they-said-it-brindamour-slavin-staal-domi-raanta-on-game-7-win-over-boston 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-hold-on-against-boston-in-game-7-move-on-to-second-round/article_e5ec27ca-d3e7-11ec-953e-

2fa2dd883c6a.html 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/14/wolves-seize-2-0-series-lead/ 
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Carolina Hurricanes’ Antti Raanta turns Game 7 victory over Bruins into 
family affair 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 14, 2022 10:13 PM 

 

There are a few moments before the game, before the introduction of the 
starting lineup, when goalie Antti Raanta of the Carolina Hurricanes 
drops his head, as if deep in thought. 

So much can go through a man’s mind in a few seconds. For Raanta on 
Saturday, it surely was of his father, Pekka, who died before the season. 
It probably involved a vow to keep the Boston Bruins from winning Game 
7 and denying the Canes in the Stanley Cup playoffs again. 

A few hours later, Raanta, a man for whom smiles come easily, was 
beaming. The Canes beat the Bruins 3-2, holding off a late push to win 
the first-round series before a record crowd at PNC Arena. 

With the Boston net empty, the Bruins’ David Pastrnak scored with 21.7 
seconds left in regulation to make it a one-goal game. Bruins captain 
Patrice Bergeron won the ensuing faceoff and the puck was soon in the 
Canes end again, Bergeron getting a shot on goal and having another 
blocked by Jordan Staal in a frenetic finish. 

“It was probably the longest 20 seconds of my life,” Raanta said. “It was a 
scramble to the end. When the buzzer sounded it was probably the best 
feeling in a long time. And a big relief, for sure.” 

The Canes had won and the crowd of 19,513 thundered its approval. 
Raanta was swarmed by teammates. He went through the handshake 
line, always sweet when you’re on the winning side. 

And then he had a postgame visitor, which was just as sweet. 

Raanta was in the media room for a postgame interview when his 
daughter, Evelyn, bounded in and jumped into his lap. 

Was that a tear? Or two? What a day. Beat the Bruins in a Game 7 and 
then have one of your kids come in and enjoy the moment with you. 

Raanta spent most of Friday not so much worrying about hockey or the 
Bruins or starting his first career Game 7, but what his two kids were up 
to — being a dad. 
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“After the practice I got home and these guys make you forget the 
hockey and they keep you busy,” he said. “Sometimes, they’re a little too 
wild, but you’ll take that and you try to stay with them and be a role 
model. It’s awesome to go home every time because they don’t really 
care about if we win or lose. They’re super proud. It’s special, for sure.” 

During much of the season, as Frederik Andersen won games and 
emerged as a Vezina Trophy candidate, Raanta was the backup goalie, 
ready when needed. He was needed late in the season when Andersen 
briefly went out with an injury, then needed again when Andersen left the 
April 16 game against Colorado with a lower-body injury. 

With Andersen still out, Raanta made his first career playoff start and 
beat the Bruins in Game 1. A collision with Pastrnak in Game 2 forced 
him out of the game, the Canes turning to rookie Pyotr Kochetkov. But 
Raanta returned for Game 5, playing perhaps his best game of the 
series, and then was the winner Saturday in the biggest game of his 
career. 

When the second round begins, against either Pittsburgh or the New 
York Rangers, Raanta will be ready, again. 

“When one of the best goalies in the league goes down to injury it’s going 
to sting a little bit, but the team in front of me has been doing a great job 
and I just try to do my job,” Raanta said. “It was a chance for me to show 
what I can do in the big stages. Starting from Game 1 I thought my game 
was pretty good. And obviously today a lot of battling and grinding it out.” 

Doing his job Saturday included a critical stop on a Bruins two-on-one 
rush in the first period, Raanta making a quick post-to-post push to deny 
Taylor Hall. He allowed a goal to forward Jake DeBrusk in the second 
period but stopped everything else until the extra-attacker score by 
Pastrnak, closing with 27 saves. 

Raanta soon was talking about a chat he had with goaltending coach 
Paul Schonfelder before the game. It was about his father, Pekka, who 
died in August as the Canes were preparing for preseason training camp. 

“I was pretty much told, ‘Whatever happens today your old man, 
wherever he’s watching, is super proud,’” Raanta said. “I think that was 
the last thing to get in your head. And whatever happens today, it was 
obviously great to get the win and have my kids in the stands. 

“A lot of people texted me straight away. A lot of people in Finland were 
staying awake for today’s game. It’s great. Obviously it would be great if 
my dad would be here and he would see this, but he’s super happy.” 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour was super happy for Raanta. 

“I’m proud of him,” Brind’Amour said. “He’s been through a lot this year, 
not just physically but overall. To step in at the biggest moments and be 
‘the guy,’ I’m proud of him. 

“Everybody has got life outside of hockey and he’s had a tough, tough go 
this last year. So that makes a little bit more his story. You pull for guys 
like that.” 
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‘It felt like it was our time’: Hurricanes’ continue on Stanley Cup path, 
ousting Bruins 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

UPDATED MAY 14, 2022 9:46 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

After all the egos that were bruised and blood that was spilled in a series 
that swung back and forth so many times it could induce spiritual 
whiplash, there were conflicting emotions battling among the Carolina 
Hurricanes once the handshakes were complete. 

Foremost among them was relief, having survived and advanced, even if 
it went down to the final 20 seconds of Game 7 on Saturday, the Boston 
Bruins refusing to go quietly right to the bitter end. 

There was joy, of course, as there always is when a playoff series ends 
the right way, especially ending the season of a team that had twice 
ended their own, and at home no less. 

But there was also a sense of accomplishment, not only for winning, not 
only for exorcising those Boston demons, but for living up to the 
expectations this team placed upon itself. The Hurricanes have reached 
a point where winning a single playoff series is no longer cause for 
rampant celebration. It is merely a milestone on what they intend to be a 
much longer path. 

So Saturday’s 3-2 win, a sixth straight in Game 7s — the second against 
the Bruins in that run — felt not like a conclusion but merely a beginning, 
the start of something far bigger and more important. 

The Bruins just happened to be in their way. 

“This time around, it felt like it was our time,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Our guys matured. I think they felt that too.” 

To be perfectly frank about it, the next series is going to feel the same 
way, whether it’s against the Pittsburgh Penguins or New York Rangers, 
pending Sunday’s Game 7 between those teams. The Hurricanes will 
have home ice, again. They will be favored to win, again. They will 
embrace the expectations that come with that, again. 

That is a position the Hurricanes earned, having crossed the triple-digit 
barrier for the first time since 2006. And if they had managed to screw 
this up against the Bruins — and there would have been no other way to 
describe it — it would have been catastrophic, a seismic disruption in this 
franchise’s ascendancy. 

The circumstances have changed since 2019 and 2020, with the 
Hurricanes on their way up and the Bruins on the way down, and so 
there’s less glee in flipping that script than there is satisfaction in having 
cleared the first hurdle in what the Hurricanes hope is a long race. 

They rebounded from an uncharacteristically slapdash Game 6 with a 
tightly played, efficient performance when it mattered, denying the Bruins 
a power play until Brendan Smith flipped a puck over the glass in the 
third period. In a series full of home blowouts, the Hurricanes won the 
closest game of all when it mattered most. 

“There was a lot of momentum changes and stuff that you kind of have to 
deal with mentally,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. “Our group 
was getting better at it as we went. Tonight was one where we stayed on 
track like we wanted to. Game 6 it didn’t happen, but tonight we stayed 
on track and played our game for the whole game.” 

It was fitting that the Hurricanes’ depth won out in the end — in goal, 
where Antti Raanta has been stellar with Frederik Andersen still absent, 
and at forward, with Max Domi earning promotion off the fourth line with 
his Game 5 performance and becoming an unlikely Game 7 hero, and on 
defense, where all three pairings did yeoman work against the top-heavy 
Bruins, led as always by the subtle excellence of Jaccob Slavin. 

Raanta’s crease-crossing save on Taylor Hall kept the game scoreless 
long enough for Domi to set up Teuvo Teravainen for the opening goal, 
and Domi, of all people, scored twice more to give the Hurricanes a 
cushion they would end up needing when the Bruins scored and nearly 
scored again with their net empty in the final minute. 

Brind’Amour has never lost a Game 7 with the Hurricanes, as a captain 
or coach, but it’s also his belief that the first round can be the toughest, 
the most emotional, with every game of the utmost intensity. 
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That inevitably wanes in succeeding rounds as time wears on, as the 
games start to blend into each other, but there’s also something to be 
said for the fact that every team in the first round enters with the same 
aspirations. 

Everyone starts out a Stanley Cup contender, until they’re not. The 
Bruins no longer are. The Hurricanes will continue along the same path 
they were already on. 
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Hurricanes beat Bruins in Game 7 of first round behind unlikely hero Max 
Domi’s 2 goals 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 14, 2022 7:48 PM 

 

It was Max Domi’s day and the Carolina Hurricanes’ game Saturday. 

And the Boston Bruins no longer are a playoff threat to the Canes. 

The Hurricanes, sharp from the start in Game 7, turned back the Bruins 
3-2 to end a hard-fought series that had many ebbs and flows. 

Domi, a late-season addition for the Canes, had the first two playoff goals 
of his career and added an assist — a three-point game in the biggest 
game of the season to date. 

Teuvo Teravainen had a goal and assist for the Canes, who scored first 
and never trailed in winning for the fourth straight time at PNC Arena. 

The Bruins were playoff spoilers for the Hurricanes in 2019 and again in 
2020 — the bruising team the Canes couldn’t seem to beat. That’s now 
history, as Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour likes to say. 

The Canes will face the winner of the Pittsburgh-New York Rangers 
series and will host the first two games. The Penguins and Rangers have 
their own Game 7 on Sunday. 

The Bruins fought until the end, pulling goalie Jeremy Swayman and 
getting a David Pastrnak goal with 20.5 seconds remaining in the third. 
But the Canes would not allow a tying goal, swarming around their 
goalie, Antti Raanta and then going through a hard-earning handshake 
line with the Bruins. 

Domi, in his seventh season in the league, had been a part of the Stanley 
Cup playoffs only once before this season — with Montreal last year, 
when he had three assists in the Canadiens’ 10 games. 

Traded to the Canes on March 21 from Columbus, he had two goals and 
five assists in 19 games, bouncing from line to line and getting adjusted 
to the system of Brind’Amour. 

But Saturday was his day. 

In 2019, Brock McGinn had the winning goal in the second overtime 
against Washington, batting in a pass from Justin Williams. That got the 
Canes out of the first round and eliminated the Caps, the 2018 Stanley 
Cup champions. 

The Canes-Bruins series was all about home ice. The Canes, as 
Metropolitan Division winners, had the first two games at home and won. 
The Bruins then won two at home. The Canes won Game 5 at PNC 
Arena and the Bruins took Game 6 in Boston to force a deciding game. 

Brind’Amour said he had no explanation for it, but did mention the energy 
of the home crowd. And things were loud – again – Saturday with the 
record crowd. 

Game 7s often are much about moments as anything, and this Game 7 
had its share. 

It was Raanta going post to post in the first period to deny Taylor Hall on 
the rush. 

It was Slavin and Marchand waging a one-on-one battle for the puck 
along the wall in the first, and Slavin winning. 

It was Slavin’s pass that set up the game’s first goal in the first period. 
Spotting Domi to Swayman’s left, Slavin, from the left point, got the puck 
through traffic to Domi, who made the quick touch pass to Teravainen for 
the score. 

Late in the first, it was Hall getting his stick up high on DeAngelo, who 
was bloodied and sent Hall in the penalty box for four minutes. 

In the second period, it was Domi winning a battle along the wall, then 
going to the front of the net. Jordan Staal redirected a Brady Skjei shot 
and Domi was there to finish it off for a 2-0 lead. 

And Domi wasn’t through. Before the period was over, he took a pass in 
the slot from Teravainen as he went down to one knee on the release. 
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Hurricanes-Bruins updates: Carolina defeats Boston, 3-2, in Game 7 at 
PNC Arena 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED MAY 14, 2022 7:42 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

*** LIVE UPDATES HAVE CONCLUDED. FOR GAME RECAP AND 
ANALYSIS, CLICK HERE *** 

The Carolina Hurricanes put their season on the line against the Boston 
Bruins in Game 7 of their first-round NHL playoff series Sunday afternoon 
at PNC Arena after a 5-2 loss in Boston on Thursday. 

Should the Hurricanes advance, the second-round series against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins or New York Rangers — who play a Game 7 of their 
own Sunday — could start as soon as Tuesday. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock are PNC 
Arena and will have live observations from the scene, along with 
photographer Robert Willett. Justin Pelletier is following along as well. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Saturday’s game is available in North Carolina on Bally Sports South 
(Mike Maniscalco, Shane Willis, Abby Labar) and nationally on ESPN 
(Steve Levy, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). 

THIRD PERIOD 

David Pastrnak scores: Canes defender stick explodes on a slapper by 
Skjei, and the puck skitters to Pastrnak, who buries it. Canes lead now 3-
2. 

Empty net for Boston: Swayman out of net with 2:45 left in regulation. 

Maybe a goal?: Staal might have beat Swayman on the stuff there but 
not sure there’s going to be a conclusive replay. Lindholm sure looks to 
dig it out from across the line. Update here: No goal. 

Tension mounts in final 3 minutes: TV timeout with 3:04 to go. Faceoff in 
Boston end. Swayman still in net although not for long presumably. Did 
not pull him on the PP. 
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Bruins get the PP they’d been waiting for: Smith puts it into the seats and 
the Bruins get their first power play with 6:27 to go. Update here: The 
Canes kill it, and the crowd goes bonkers. Bruins get no shots and the 
Canes clear multiple times. 

Coyle fans on empty net: Charlie Coyle had a chance to pull Boston 
within one, and he fanned on a feed from Craig Smith. 

Canes get away with one, too: The officials have apparently put their 
whistles away for the third period and will let the players decide this the 
best they can 5-on-5. Pretty obvious trip against the Bruins’ Nosek goes 
uncalled. 

McAvoy gets away with one, too: Charlie McAvoy slips his foot under 
Brady Skjei and trips him up from behind near the bench. Skjei crawls 
through the door, McAvoy skates away. No penalty, but there should 
have been. Skjei to the room. Not good. 

Pastrnak rattled: Smith smacks Pastrnak — maybe not so legally — and 
Pastrnak is slow to get up and heads straight to the bench. Missed call 
there on Smith, and the Canes dodge a bullet. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Canes hold their lead: A rather mundane last part of the second period 
was just how the Canes wanted it. With 20 minutes to play in this one, 
Boston needs to mount a significant comeback. Doable? Yep. Won’t be 
easy. 

Haula avoids a penalty: DeAngelo took another stick in the mouth, this 
time from Haula, but no call. He gets to the bench and is screaming at 
the refs. 

It’s ... crowded: Canes PA just announced that the crowd of 19,513 is the 
largest in Hurricanes’ history. 

Domi. Again.: Trent Frederic hits iron at one end, and then the Canes 
respond by missing the iron and hitting the twine. Pinpoint feed from 
Teravainen and Domi skates into the slot at the right time for his brace. 

Boston responds quickly: Excellent Charlie McAvoy play in center ice to 
start the transition, and Jake DeBrusk buries the chance in front. Deficit 
cut in half. 

Lead doubles: Carolina gets a timely goal from Max Domi to double its 
lead. Domi, again. Sneaks out of the corner, deflection comes right to 
him off Jordan Staal as he battles with Lindholm in front, slips the puck 
between Swayman and the near post. 2-0. 

Bruins penalty kill stout: The Canes have again misfired on the power 
play, this time squandering an extended 5-on-4 on a double minor. There 
was one pipe. 

Early ‘ping’: Trockeck shot hits the pipe, may have been tipped in front. 
That was a LOUD ping. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Antii Raanta (32) deflects a Boston shot on 
goal during the first period on Saturday, May 14, 2022 during game 
seven of the Stanley Cup first round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 
Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

FIRST PERIOD 

Big save at the horn: Swayman with a big stop right before the horn. 1-0 
Canes after one. They’ll have 3:03 of PP time to start the second. 

Big penalty to Boston: Tony DeAngelo clipped with a high stick and it 
draws blood. Automatic 4-minute minor for high sticking with less than a 
minute to play in the first period. 

Carolina draws first blood 5-on-5: Slavin finds Domi left alone next to the 
net. Touch pass to Teravainen in the slot gets the Hurricanes on the 
board first. Slavin’s having a GAME. 

Canes defense leading the way: Canes’ dmen doing a very good job 
getting the puck out and going the other way against Boston’s forecheck 
so far. 

Raanta with a huge save: Taylor Hall took a great feed from Haula and 
seemingly had an open net, until Raanta flashed his right pad. Following 
that, another set of even-up penalties and we’re 4-on-4 again. 

First PP to Carolina: Kotkaniemi dumps the puck past Forbort and 
Forbort tackles him. Holding call — and Carolina gets the first PP. 
Update here: No goals for Carolina on the PP, but it looked solid. Crisp 
passing, a couple of solid chances. 

Solid save by Raanta: Pasternak shot tipped a bit in front. Handcuffed 
Raanta, who squeezed the elbow to keep the game scoreless. 

Goalies settling in: It’s been good for both goalies to see the puck in this 
game. Raanta and Swayman have both seen rubber and have turned it 
all back to this point. Far better than sitting cold for a while to start the 
game, per most keepers. 

Odd penalty calls: Teravainen cross-checked in the Bruins end, no call. 
Then Craig Smith goes high on DeAngelo. Trocheck goes after him and 
they both get roughing calls. Smith was an obvious one. Trocheck didn’t 
do much. 

Hearing footsteps?: Big shift from the Aho line, and Svechnikov finishes it 
with a big hit on Lindholm. Bruins ice it. Lindholm could hear Svechnikov 
chugging toward him. Swayman with a good save on a Jarvis chance, 
too. 

Early stick battle: Brad Marchand takes a whack at Brady Skjei as they 
go to the bench after a Skjei shot and stop by Swayman. Leeway here 
early from Lee as both could have gone there. 

MORNING UPDATE 

Steven Lorentz, who has yet to play in the series, was out for warmups 
Saturday instead of Derek Stepan. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said earlier Saturday that Lorentz could draw into the lineup. Stepan 
replaced the injured Jordan Martinook in Game 4. 

Steve Kozari and Chris Lee are the referees. Lee worked Game 4 in 
Boston. Jonny Murray, who was injured in Game 3 in Boston when a 
member of the TD Garden ice crew collided with him and finished out the 
game but hadn’t worked since, is one of the linesmen along with Ryan 
Gibbons. 

Aaron Ward — who won two Game 7s in 2006 with the Hurricanes and 
was on the losing end against them with the Bruins in 2009 — will sound 
the siren before the first period, followed by Carolina Panthers 
safety/N.C. State star Juston Burris and Wake Forest basketball coach 
Steve Forbes. 
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Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour sets priorities before Game 7 against 
the Bruins 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED MAY 14, 2022 7:54 AM 

 

RALEIGH 

The swish-swash of Rod Brind’Amour’s wind pants and jacket echoed off 
the concrete walls to the beat of his distinct gait as he lumbered down the 
arena-level hallway in PNC Arena on Friday. 

Some of the Carolina Hurricanes skaters remained behind on the ice to 
work on individual drills, but the head coach’s work with the team — on 
the ice, at least — was done for the day. 
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Brind’Amour sidled up to the podium. He appeared … taller. 

His demeanor and cadence were consistent with his many previous 
meetings with the media: stoic yet conversational, polite and soft spoken. 

The questions — and Brind’Amour’s answers — ran the gamut from 
mundane to insightful. If you didn’t know better, you might have thought 
Saturday’s Game 7 against the Boston Bruins was instead a random 
Thursday game in November. 

In some ways, Brind’Amour said, it really is. 

“At the end of the day, it’s a game, you have to play your best,” he said. 

But, he added, there’s a heightened finality. 

“There’s nothing different in the game, it’s just, obviously if you don’t win 
it, you’re done,” Brind’Amour said. “But nothing changes. Preparation is 
the same, just everything matters that much more.” 

Preceding Brind’Amour to the podium Friday was goaltender Antti 
Raanta. Following him was Andrei Svechnikov, who dubbed Saturday’s 
festivities “Saturday in Raleighwood” to a round of laughter. The whole 
parade took less than 20 minutes. 

As Brind’Amour left his portion of the availability, an added sound, 
audible before but unplaced, joined the echoes. 

Clomp. Clomp. 

“Wait, was he still wearing skates?” 

Eagle-eyed reporters miss nothing. That’s why he seemed taller. 

Maybe he was in a hurry to finish his media responsibilities to go study 
film, or talk power-play strategy, or maybe have lunch. 

He was gone by that point though, so no more questions. 

But the answer was: None of the above. 

The room emptied, one by one, people filtering out of the arena and into 
the bright sunshine outdoors, a solid spring day by most measures. 

On the way out of the building, another familiar sound: Clack-clack-ping! 

Stick hitting ice, blade thwacking puck, puck striking iron. Someone was 
getting extra work in on PNC Arena ice, and with no one else in a 
building designed to hold 20,000 people, even with rally towels already 
draped across every seat in the house, the echoes were spectacular. 

Clack-clack-silence — the puck hit the netting of the goal cage and fell 
with a dull thwack into the blue paint. 

The busy shooters? Skyler and Brooks Brind’Amour, the coach’s sons, 
drilling each other under the watchful eye of their father. 

Never mind the age gap — Skyler is 22, a 2017 NHL draft pick by the 
Edmonton Oilers who just finished playing at Quinnipiac University, and 
Brooks is 10, a 2011-born member of the Junior Canes program — the 
brothers, under the watchful eye of their father, ran the same drills. Quick 
passes to two points with quick lateral movements and crossovers in 
between, followed by a pass along the boards and a quick move toward 
the net with a finishing shot past an imaginary goaltender. 

That explains the skates during the news conference. 

It also explains a whole lot more. 

Here is the fourth-year head coach of the Carolina Hurricanes — a team 
on the eve of a Game 7 that, should they lose, would bring to an end a 
bitterly disappointing playoff run following the best regular season in 
franchise history — on the ice not with his power-play unit, but with his 
family unit. 

Priorities. 

And, perhaps, Brind’Amour’s method of keeping things in perspective. 
Remember, he did start to say Game 7, “At the end of the day, it’s a 
game,” before adding later, “everything matters that much more.” 

It’s that perspective everyone needs now and again, some more than 
others. 

As Brind’Amour rimmed pucks along the boards to his sons, he barked 
instructions, using his stick to point to locations on the ice where each 
skater should be. He was effusive in his praise of young Brooks, who on 
one pass toward the net finished with a stick-between-the-legs wrister to 
the top corner. He was equally supportive of Skyler, who missed a few in 
a row from point blank range and was getting audibly frustrated. (It 
appears the passion for perfection is an easily-passed genetic trait.) 

Much like he’d been in practice earlier in the afternoon, Brind’Amour was 
firm in direction, and supportive in correction. 

There are some who will look at what was happening on the day before 
one of the biggest games in the franchise’s recent rebirth and feel like 
Brind’Amour was being too callous, too nonchalant, perhaps too 
confident knowing Game 7 is at home, where the team had yet to lose 
this postseason. 

He should be reviewing video, right? Searching for a way to stop 
Boston’s suddenly potent power play? Figuring out his matchups? 

Some coaches would. Some wouldn’t sleep. Others would gnaw their 
way through four packs of gum while sullying white board after white 
board. 

Some might even work on a pregame speech. But, as Brind’Amour wryly 
said during his availability, “I don’t have to say too much. You don’t have 
to say much this time of year.” 

It’s a balance that creates a levelheadedness that permeates the locker 
room. It’s part of what makes Brind’Amour so different from his 
predecessors, and what helps him relate so well to his players. Yes, his 
job is important, and it requires commitment well beyond normal working 
hours. But that’s not all there is to life. 

Skyler and Brooks? That pair is a far greater raison d’être than coaching 
in the NHL, so much so that there’s a sense that, if he ever left his job 
with the Hurricanes (or was asked to leave), he’d probably be done 
coaching at the top level altogether. After his trade to Raleigh from 
Philadelphia during the 1999-2000 season, Brind’Amour put down roots 
here. He played out his career here. He won a Stanley Cup here. And 
he’s raising a family here. 

Saturday afternoon, the sounds in the rink would be far different: Click-
clack-ping or click-clack-silence replaced by bodies smacking, skates 
crunching, horns and sirens sounding, fans roaring. 

But on Friday, while Hurricanes players cooled down after an off-day 
practice, foraged for lunch, broke down video assignments or received 
treatments from team therapists, Brind’Amour fulfilled his media 
obligations and casually returned to the ice for some family R&R, a 
moment of balance amid a cacophony of hockey-related distractions. 

As the doors clicked closed behind the final members of the media to 
leave on this day, the clack-clack-thuds faded into the background. 
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Hurricanes win Game 7: The Max Domi game to finish the Antti Raanta 
series 

 

By Sara Civian 

5h ago 
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Sixteen years from now, when we look back on May 14, 2022 — the first 
Game 7 in Raleigh in 16 years — we’ll think of Max Domi. 

Domi joined the Hurricanes at the trade deadline, and ever since we’ve 
been asking if they should have done more. He is a nice sparkplug, can 
match the Canes’ speed and adds the Domi-family snarl, sure. But will he 
ever be the player he was in 2018-19, when he scored 72 points in 82 
games with Montreal? 

He had a slower start on that front with the Canes, amassing two goals in 
19 games. We won’t remember that in 16 years. But we will remember 
how he matched that regular-season goal total in the second period of 
Game 7, lifting the Canes to a 3-2 win over the Bruins. 

“Obviously, I was pretty lucky to come to a team like this,” he said. “I 
didn’t take it for granted. I’m very fortunate. It was a fun stretch. I got 
adjusted and got comfortable, and obviously that was a heck of a series 
with this team.” 

Game 7 was the Domi game, no matter how we want to look at it. 

But as a visibly emotional and red-faced Antti Raanta walked into the 
room for another great postgame interview Saturday, I had a realization. 
We’ll remember Round 1 as the Raanta Round. 

The 33-year-old journeyman has shown flashes of greatness throughout 
his career, but many have written him off due to recurring injuries. He 
had a scare after a collision with David Pastrnak just minutes into Game 
2 kept him out for the rest of that game and the next one. But this time he 
came back, and he got even better. 

Raanta stopped 153 of 165 Bruins shots this series, ending with a .927 
save percentage and a 3-2 record. And as we know, not many of the 
goals allowed in this series should be pinned on the goalies. 

Many of us wondered if this was finally the year Freddie Andersen would 
advance past the Bruins into the second round, but as Andersen has 
remained out, it quietly became Raanta’s chance to prove he is who he 
could’ve always been. 

Raanta is the oldest goalie in franchise history to win a Game 7, and in 
hockey dog years he’s objectively old. But speaking to him, you’re struck 
with the newness of it all. This series featured his first playoff start, his 
first time playing in a Game 7 and his first three playoff wins. 

He crushed it, and his performance stepping up in place of Andersen 
might be the biggest reason the Canes are on to the second round. 

“It was obviously a big one to get this series done and get the series win,” 
he said. “When Freddie got hurt, it was kind of like a chance for me to 
show what I can do on the big stage. Starting from Game 1, I thought my 
game was pretty good. And obviously today it was lots of battling and 
grinding it out. Guys were playing amazing today in front of me. They 
killed a penalty when we needed. A lot of blocked shots and rebounds 
they took care of. It’s a pretty nice feeling, for sure.” 

This is Raanta’s first playoff run since his dad and grandfather suddenly 
died in the span of weeks over the summer. Raanta’s dad used to text 
him before and after every game. It wasn’t always something big, and it 
didn’t need to be — sometimes it was just an emoji to let Raanta know he 
was watching. 

“Before the game, we were talking with (goalie coach Paul Schonfelder), 
and we always have the chat before the game. He told me, ‘Whatever 
happens today, your old man, wherever he’s watching, he’s super 
proud,'” Raanta said. “I think that was the last thing to get in my head. 
Whatever happens today, it was obviously great to get the win and have 
my kids in the stands and lots of people texting me and lots of people in 
Finland staying awake for today’s game. It’s great. Obviously, it would be 
great if my dad was here to see this, but I’m sure he’s somewhere and 
he’s super happy.” 

If you’ve lost someone close, you know how hard it is to face the firsts — 
especially the happy ones. I loved that the Hurricanes brought in 
Raanta’s daughter about halfway through his postgame news 
conference. 

“(She and my family) don’t care if we won or lost,” Raanta said. 

There were so many technical aspects of this series — how Rod 
Brind’Amour lost some of the coaching battles but won the war, how tilted 
home ice was for both teams, how the special teams affected each team. 
We’ll get into it all as we start looking forward to Round 2 against the 
Penguins or Rangers. 

But Game 7s are an emotional crapshoot. Canes defenseman Ian Cole 
will tell you that. And 16 years from now, we’ll think about Domi when we 
think about this specific game. But maybe, if everything goes right, we’ll 
think of Raanta when we think of the whole playoff run. 
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Rangers Push the Penguins to Game 7 in New York With a 5-3 Win 

 

David Waldstein 

May 14, 2022 

 

PITTSBURGH — Sitting on the bench after he had hit the crossbar with a 
shot on a breakaway, Mika Zibanejad asked to see a video replay so he 
could assess whether he made the right move against the goalie. 

When Chris Kreider saw what his teammate was looking at, he snatched 
the iPad out of his hands and flung it to the floor beside the bench. No 
need to second-guess anything. Zibanejad had already scored two goals 
to get the Rangers out of a desperate situation. The move he made was 
good and the shot barely missed. Take that tablet and shove it in the 
trash. 

The unflappable Zibanejad never even looked over at Kreider, and 
instead just reached forward and sipped from a bottle as they rested 
between shifts on the ice. 

It was the kind of interaction that sometimes exists only between 
longtime hockey linemates, and on Friday that partnership helped lead 
the Rangers to a momentous Game 7 on Sunday at Madison Square 
Garden, the first Game 7 for the Rangers in seven years. 

On Friday, Zibanejad and Kreider each scored twice and Zibanejad 
added two assists, enabling the Rangers to stave off elimination with a 
dramatic comeback and a 5-3 win in Game 6. 

Sunday’s Game 7 will be the first for the Rangers since they lost to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning in the 2015 Eastern Conference finals, and one of 
five Games 7s in the N.H.L. this weekend. 

“It’s exciting,” said Gerard Gallant, the Rangers coach. “Three days ago, 
we were down, 3-1, and now we’ve got a chance to go home and win 
Game 7.” 

After the win, Zibanejad and Kreider sat together, like brothers, 
discussing in a news conference how they had reached that point in the 
game and the series. Zibanejad had not scored in the first five games 
and some frustration may have set in. As Gallant says, Zibanejad puts a 
lot of pressure on himself to produce. 

Zibanejad lauded Kreider for his unwavering support on and off the ice, 
and Kreider returned the favor, praising Zibanejad for continuing to play 
hard and effectively at both ends of the ice, even when he was not 
scoring. 
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“I think the playoffs sometimes can reveal who you are, the kind of 
character you have,” Kreider said. “For him to stay with his game and 
continue to work, he’s been a huge, huge leader for us all year. He’s 
been an absolute horse.” 

The Rangers trailed, 2-0 after one period, and the Penguins, playing 
without Sidney Crosby, their star center and captain, were 40 minutes 
from advancing to the second round. But Zibanejad scored two goals on 
one-time slap shots within 76 seconds to tie the game. 

“There’s no quit,” Zibanejad said of the comeback. “That’s what I love 
about this team.” 

A few minutes later there was another crazy breakaway. The play started 
when Igor Shesterkin, the Rangers goalie, took advantage of a bad 
Penguins line change and made a perfect 100-foot stretch pass onto 
Zibanejad’s stick. Zibanejad was in alone again. 

“His passing is sometimes better than all of us,” Zibanejad said of 
Shesterkin’s stick work. 

Penguins goalie Louis Domingue made the initial stop on Zibanejad, but 
Kreider was right there with his linemate, and he smacked home the 
rebound to give the Rangers the lead, 3-2. If that sounds similar to the 
scoring pattern of Game 5 at Madison Square Garden, it was, and it 
would continue, right down to New York’s final empty-net goal at the end. 

Evgeni Malkin scored for the Penguins to even things up, 3-3, on a 
breakaway late in the second period. The game remained tied until there 
was only 1:28 left to play. Kreider then unleashed a high slap shot that 
Domingue saved in front of his chest, but the puck spun up over his head 
and fell back behind him and into the net. 

“Nobody said it was going to be easy,” said Kris Letang, the Penguins 
defenseman. “They are a really good team. They have a lot of skilled 
players that can score goals.” 

The Penguins will seek to somehow stop the Rangers relentless knack 
for coming back in Game 7s, but the Rangers go into the final contest 
with considerable momentum — and with both Zibanejad and Shesterkin 
back to their best form. 

Shesterkin was not only a playmaker on Friday, recording his first playoff 
assist, he also stopped 31 of the 34 shots in his regular job. His 
teammates never lost faith. 

“He’s been our best player all year,” Kreider said of the Rangers goalie, 
“and he continues to be our best player.” 

Shesterkin demonstrated considerable composure by blocking out the 
thunderous, taunting “Eee-gor” chants from the Penguins fans. Those 
had seemed to rattle him in the previous two games in Pittsburgh. But on 
Friday, he brushed them away like long slap shots. 

“It’s very difficult,” he acknowledged. “They try to go to my mind. But I 
tried to keep focused and when they try to say, ‘Igor,’ I just say, ‘OK.’” 

The chanting in Game 7 at M.S.G. will have a much different tone. It is 
uncertain whether Crosby, who was hit in the head by Jacob Trouba in 
Game 5, will be available. Crosby has a history of concussions. He 
skated on Friday morning, but did not play in Game 6. 

All that matters now, for both teams, is Sunday night, and who can put 
the most video highlights on their tablets. 

“Game 7s are crazy games, where anything can happen,” said Penguins 
defenseman Mike Matheson. “It’s up to us to bring our best and see what 
happens.” 
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Comeback Rangers ready to face Penguins in Game 7 at the Garden 

 

VIN A. CHERWOO 

4-4 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

When the New York Rangers came back from Pittsburgh earlier in the 
week, they were on the brink of being eliminated by the Penguins after 
two bad losses on the road. 

Following two spirited comeback wins, they return home for a deciding 
Game 7 at Madison Square Garden on Sunday night (7 p.m. EDT, TBS) 
with some momentum on their side. 

“Game 7 is huge for us and now we’ve got to make sure we finish it off 
tomorrow and play the right way,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said 
Saturday. “We worked hard to get back. I think everybody’s really 
excited. ... It’s a big game, for sure. It’s a lot of fun and I look forward to 
it.” 

After falling into a 3-1 series hole, the Rangers have a pair of 5-3 wins — 
at home and then back on the road — to even the series. In each of the 
last two wins, they fell behind 2-0 before surging ahead with three 
consecutive goals in the second periods and letting the Penguins tie it 
again. New York then pulled away in the third periods. 

Gallant said he isn’t concerned by the team’s seemingly slow starts as 
long as they end up winning. 

“As long as we finish the right way, I don’t care. It’s all about winning the 
hockey game,” he said. “It’s worked out for us so far, but I don’t like it 
obviously.” 

Clawing back from a deficit is nothing new for these Rangers. During the 
regular season, they had 27 comeback wins — just two fewer than the 
league-leading Florida Panthers. 

“We show no quit — that’s what I love about this team,” Mika Zibanejad 
said after the latest win. “We’ve shown it throughout the year, throughout 
this series. ... It’s something special about this group and we’re going to 
try to keep it going.” 

The Penguins have been through this before as it’s they are 3-0 in Game 
7s under coach Mike Sullivan, including the deciding game on the road 
against Washington in the second round of the 2017 playoffs. 

“We’re confident in our game plan,” Pittsburgh forward Jeff Carter said. 
“If you go in with the right mindset and you leave it all out there, most of 
the time you’re going to come out on top. That’s what we’ll look to do.” 

The Penguins could get a boost with the possible return injured players 
Sidney Crosby, Tristan Jarry and Rickard Rakell. They all practiced 
Saturday and will travel to New York for the series finale. Jarry has not 
played since April 14, Rakell was injured in Game 1 of this series, and 
Crosby left in the second period of Game 5. 

This is the fourth time in franchise history the Rangers have forced a 
Game 7 after trailing 3-1 in a series. Forward Chris Kreider is the only 
player who was around the last two times they did it — the second round 
against the Penguins in 2014 and second round against Washington in 
2015 — and won each of the deciding games. 

His message to his teammates is simple. 

“Just need to settle down and get to our game,” Kreider said. “I think 
we’ve been doing a better job of that over the last two games. ... We’ve 
been treating every game since we’ve been down like it’s a Game 7, it’s 
been do or die for us, so nothing changes.” 
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Brian Daboll taking inspiration from Rangers' series comeback 

 

Paul Schwartz 

4-5 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

It did not take long for Brian Daboll to become an avid admirer of the 
Rangers during their NHL playoff series with the Penguins, and the new 
Giants head coach is planning to attend Game 7 on Sunday night at the 
Garden.  

Daboll called the Rangers’ comeback in their first-round series a “really 
good example’’ as he readies himself for his first season as an NFL head 
coach.  

“You’re down 3-1 in the series, 2-0 in Game 5 and 2-0 in Game 6 and 
everybody is writing you off, and what do they do?’’ Daboll said. “They 
just keep competing. Put one in right after the other, then the other team 
comes back, scores right away, lose a little bit of momentum, and finish 
off the game strong. That’s pretty cool team to watch right now.’’  

Daboll already attended Games 2 and 5 of the Rangers-Penguins series, 
along with general manager Joe Schoen.  

“It’s an awesome environment,’’ Daboll said.  

Daboll was the offensive coordinator in Buffalo the past four years, 
working for Bills owners Kim and Terry Pegula, who also own the NHL’s 
Sabres.  

The Rangers have taken notice of their newest fan. Their Twitter feed 
posted the video of Daboll’s laudatory words and added, “RT if you love 
Coach Daboll.’’  

The Giants’ two first-round draft picks have signed their first NFL 
contracts. LB Kayvon Thibodeaux, the No. 5-overall pick, signed a four-
year deal worth $31.3 million. OT Evan Neal, picked No. 7 overall, signed 
a four-year deal worth $24.6 million. Both contracts are fully guaranteed. 

In addition to Thibodeaux and Neal, the Giants signed four other players 
from their 2022 draft class: LB Micah McFadden, DT D.J. Davidson, G 
Marcus McKethan and LB Darrian Beavers.  

Neal started at left tackle at Alabama in 2021 and last played right tackle 
as the starter in 2020. He is adjusting back to the right side in this rookie 
minicamp.  

“It feels great just to go out there, get back in the right type of stance — 
ain’t played right tackle since my sophomore year,’’ Neal said. “Brought 
back some pretty good nostalgia. It’s just really good, man. You know, to 
practice on an NFL team, it doesn’t get better than that. Definitely my 
dreams came true. Just excited, for sure.’’  

Daboll has refrained from singling out many of the rookies at this camp 
but he did say RB Jashaun Corbin from Florida State “kind of stood out a 
little bit’’ on Friday, impressed that Corbin has shown he is “athletic, quick 
twitch.’’ Corbin led the Seminoles in 2021 with 887 rushing yards but was 
not drafted.  

After two days of rookie minicamp, the Giants signed two players who 
were invited on a tryout basis: DE Ryder Anderson (Indiana) and DB 
Jordan Mosley (Maryland).  

A day after helping out in practice by throwing to the tight ends, Schoen 
said he was feeling sore and watched from the sideline on Saturday. 
Schoen, 42, was a quarterback for one season at DePauw University in 
Indiana before moving to the wide receiver position.  

“There were a lot of tight wobblers out there,’’ Daboll said of Schoen’s 
passes. “But they got to where they were supposed to get to.’’  

There is only one quarterback at the rookie camp, Brian Lewerke, who 
was on the practice squad last season.  

“I just thought that was the best thing,’’ Daboll said. “He’s been here for a 
while. He knows what we’re doing. Takes a while to teach these guys 
some of the stuff and I think he has a pretty good grasp of what we’ve 
been doing the last month, so that was the thought process behind it.’’ 
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Penguins' Sidney Crosby, Tristan Jarry practice with chance to play 
Game 7 

 

Peter Botte 

2-3 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

The Penguins might get back their No. 1 center and their first-string 
goalie for Game 7 against the Rangers.  

Injured captain Sidney Crosby and netminder Tristan Jarry both 
participated in practice Saturday, and Pittsburgh coach Mike Sullivan did 
not rule out either or both playing in the series-deciding game Sunday 
night at the Garden.  

“We’ll take each day as it comes,” Sullivan told reporters. “I’m not going 
to speculate at this point. They’re obviously on the ice. At this point, that’s 
encouraging. They’re making progress.”  

Crosby sat out Game 6, which the Rangers won 5-3 Friday night in 
Pittsburgh with a reported concussion following a hit by defenseman 
Jacob Trouba in Game 5. The two-time Hart Trophy winner skated on his 
own before Game 6, then rejoined his teammates on the ice Saturday.  

“I think anytime he’s on the ice, it’s good for our team, it’s good for our 
players, it’s good for our morale. That’s certainly a boost for our guys,” 
Sullivan said.  

Jarry hasn’t played since April 14 due to a reported fractured foot. Third-
stringer Louis Domingue has started the past five games after replacing 
injured backup Casey DeSmith in the second of three overtime periods in 
the series opener.  

Coach Gerard Gallant said the Rangers “expect Sid to play” Sunday and 
believe Jarry’s return is “a possibility.”  

Forward Tyler Motte had two hits and a plus-1 rating in 9:32 of ice-time 
(2:11 on the penalty kill) in his first appearance since April 7 after 
suffering an upper-body injury.  

“Great, excellent. Everything we needed,” Gallant said. 
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Rangers' Alexis Lafreniere looking forward to 'privilege' of Game 7 

 

Peter Botte 
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Like so many kids growing up in hockey-loving Montreal, Alexis 
Lafreniere always thought about what it would be like to play in a playoff 
series Game 7.  

The 20-year-old winger will get that chance Sunday night when the 
Rangers face the Penguins at the Garden to decide which team will 
advance to the second round.  

Lafreniere, the No. 1-overall pick in the 2020 draft, does so with his line 
— alongside fellow emerging forwards Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko — 
making an impressive contribution to the Rangers’ postseason success.  

“Big games obviously, you grow up and you watch the playoffs and 
Game 7s are usually really fun to watch. To actually be able to play in 
one, is a privilege and I’ll try and enjoy every moment,” Lafreniere said 
after an optional practice Saturday in Tarrytown. “Obviously I’ve played a 
couple of games, a couple of playoff games, so just get ready for another 
game.  

“Just watching the Habs growing up in Montreal … it was always a lot of 
fun to watch that. Like I said, just to play in one, it’s hard to believe a little 
bit. It’s pretty special.”  

Lafreniere closed his second NHL campaign with a flourish, scoring four 
goals over his final seven games, including his first career two-goal game 
April 16 against Detroit. After finishing with 19 goals in 79 appearances, 
exceeding his rookie total by seven, he also had two goals and two 
assists over the first six games against the Penguins, while providing 
important energy with his “Kid Line” teammates.  

“I think it’s going well. I think we’re getting better playing with each other 
and I’m starting to find Kappo and find Fil a little easier,” Lafreniere said. 
“It’s been good for us just to be able to play like that. I think we didn’t 
have that much time together this year, but I think it’s going well right 
now. So we have to keep going.”  

Asked if he’s approaching Game 7 as “just another hockey game,” 
Lafreniere said: “It is, but at the same time, it’s a big game. We need to 
look at it that we have to prepare the same, that it’s the same game, 60 
minutes. But it’s probably our biggest game of the year, so we’ll be ready. 
I know the building’s gonna be really loud. So just be ready and enjoy it.” 
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It's time for Rangers, Artemi Panarin to meet the moment in Game 7 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

This is the time and this is the place where these band of Rangers can 
make their own history and establish themselves as rightful heirs to the 
Henrik Lundqvist Era. 

This is the night for Game 7, the Rangers and Penguins going at it one 
more time on Sunday under the bright lights of Broadway. 

This is the game that has been waiting for Artemi Panarin through his 
whole career. This is the opportunity that is here to be seized when a 
special moment meets a special player. 

The Blueshirts need a big night from Panarin just the way they needed 
big nights from Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider to keep this series alive 

in Game 6 in Pittsburgh on Friday. Four goals later split between the pair 
and the Rangers had extended this series for the second time in three 
days. 

Panarin’s game has been unrecognizable lately. A player whom you can’t 
take your eyes off has morphed into a player you barely even notice. 
There is no electricity to No. 10’s game. There is no jump in his step. He 
can’t get passes through, he is having trouble handling the puck, he is 
double-clutching on a shot that has betrayed him. 

Looking-good hockey has gone through the looking glass. 

This is not-having-fun hockey. 

It is impossible to believe that this is all the Rangers will get from Panarin 
through this tournament. It is also impossible to believe the Blueshirts will 
flourish if they do not get more from the winger. That might be applied to 
this one as the club seeks to stay alive for the third time in five days. 

Rangers 

Artemi Panarin and the Rangers will look to beat the Penguins in Game 7 
on Sunday. 

Beyond the obvious, Games 5 and 6 were great for the Rangers’ 
collective psyche even if they were achieved against a depleted 
opponent. Overcoming 2-0 deficits in each validated the Blueshirts’ self-
belief. This has not been pristine hockey by any means: There is an 
inordinate amount of chasing the puck, there are still too many extended 
shifts in the D-zone, and the team still does not get enough shots to the 
net. 

But there is the same resilience in the playoffs as the Rangers exhibited 
during the regular season. There is the same trust factor. There is the 
goalie. 

The Blueshirts can’t worry about who will or will not be in the Pittsburgh 
lineup. They cannot become consumed with whether Sidney Crosby will 
suit up. They cannot worry about whether No. 1 Tristan Jarry will return 
to nets for the first time since sustaining a broken foot in an April 14 
victory over the Islanders. 

This is about the Rangers, who have shown a lot more bite since Ryan 
Lindgren rejoined the fray in Game 5 after missing three games with a 
lower-body injury he sustained or exacerbated in the triple-overtime 
opener. These have been the best two games of Lindgren’s season. 
Probably not at all coincidentally, Adam Fox has elevated his game with 
No. 55 on his left. 

Rangers 

Chris Kreider 

Kreider was here when the Rangers became the first and only team in 
NHL history to overcome 3-1 series deficits in consecutive years, pulling 
the comeback off first in 2014 against the Penguins with Game 7 on the 
road then the following year against the Capitals with Derek Stepan 
getting the overtime winner in Game 7 at the Garden. This Zen-like 52-
goal scorer (plus four more in this series) can impart wisdom about what 
it takes to complete the comeback. 

But No. 20 can also impart a warning about taking home ice for granted. 
The Rangers were so sure when the 2015 conference finals against 
Tampa Bay came down to a Game 7 at the Garden after having won 
Game 6 on the road. That is what those teams did. This is who they 
were. They came from behind in multiple series. They won Game 7s. 
They won Game 7s on Broadway. 

In fact, the Rangers had gone 6-0 from 2012 through that Caps series in 
2015 in seventh games behind Henrik Lundqvist, and 4-0 at the Garden. 
They seemed invincible. Until they were shut out, 2-0, by the Lightning in 
that decisive match. 

The Lundqvist Rangers went 15-4 in potential elimination games in that 
aforementioned four-year run. The Shesterkin Rangers are 2-0. They 
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need one more to pull this off and put their names next to the likes of 
Ryan Callahan, Ryan McDonagh and Marc Staal. 

The Blueshirts have made it here when that seemed most unlikely less 
than a week ago. But though that is better than the alternative, it is still in 
the vicinity of So What? and Nowhere. The Rangers have located their 
underpinning but have yet to play their best game. They will need that in 
this one. They will need it from Panarin. 

The moment has arrived. It is time for the Rangers to meet it. 
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Improbable comeback in series symbolic of Rangers' resilient season 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

This first-round Stanley Cup playoff series against the Penguins has 
turned into a microcosm of the Rangers’ whole season.  

Every time they have been counted out, the Rangers have defied the 
odds. Each time the uphill battle has seemed too steep to overcome, the 
Rangers have made it to the top anyway. Their resiliency, devotion to a 
team game and knack for finding ways to pull out wins have carried the 
Rangers to this point — and all of that will have to come through when 
they take the ice for a do-or-die Game 7 on Sunday night at Madison 
Square Garden.  

“We approached the last two games as Game 7s,” head coach Gerard 
Gallant said after practice Saturday, referring to how the Rangers 
avoided elimination in Games 5 and 6 after falling behind 3-1 in the 
series. “Really, we had to win those games, they were must-wins and we 
found a way to win those hockey games. So tomorrow is no different.  

“If you lose, you go home, so just keep trying to play and keep winning 
hockey games, and then you can move on.”  

The Rangers celebrate during their Game 6 win over the Penguins. 

There is no stage bigger than this one. The pinwheel ceiling at the 
Garden hasn’t looked down upon a Rangers Game 7 since May 29, 
2015, when the Lightning handed them their first-ever loss under such 
circumstances, to advance to the Stanley Cup Final. That’s right: The 
Rangers have lost just one Game 7 on home ice in franchise history.  

This Rangers team is charged with keeping that number in the loss 
column at one. It’s a lofty task for a team competing in its first postseason 
in five years, but one that the Blueshirts, all season long, have shown 
they’re capable of handling.  

Anyone who has watched the Rangers this season knows that rallying 
from behind has become an identifying trait of theirs. Throughout an 82-
game regular season, the Rangers recorded 27 (27!) come-from-behind 
victories. And when they were minutes away from summer in Games 5 
and 6, staring up at two-goal deficits, the Rangers did what they do best 
and found ways to keep their head-turning season alive.  

“I think we don’t quit,” said Alexis Lafreniere, who described playing in 
Game 7 as a privilege. “Our character is really something. We were down 
in both games, we never quit or stopped playing as a team. That’s 
something that’s really good for us. As long as we play like a team like 
that, I think we have a good chance to win.”  

While the rallies have kept things fun and interesting, the Rangers can’t 
keep pressing their luck. Falling behind by a couple of goals will catch up 

to them eventually, and in a Game 7 against an experienced club like the 
Penguins, the Rangers shouldn’t take the chance.  

How many times can they dig themselves out of early holes? How many 
times can they rely on goalie Igor Shesterkin to bail them out? How many 
comebacks do the Rangers have in them?  

We could find out Sunday night. But if the Rangers want to set 
themselves up with substantial confidence — not only for the second 
round, but for the foreseeable future — Game 7 will have to be a decisive 
win.  

Whether Penguins star Sidney Crosby plays or not. Whether Pittsburgh’s 
No. 1 goalie, Tristan Jarry, plays or not. It’s on the Rangers and the 
Rangers alone to seize this opportunity.  

“As long as we finish the right way, I don’t care,” Gallant said. “It’s all 
about winning the hockey game. We’ve had some tough starts on the 
road, no doubt, but we had some real good starts here. So I’m not 
concerned about it.” 

 

New York Post LOADED: 05.15.2022 

1245322 New York Rangers 

 

Rangers-Penguins further proof that best of seven is perfect length for 
series 

 

Mike Vaccaro 

7-8 minutes 14/05/2022 

 

Somehow, the people who invented and designed our favorite sports 
seemed to get just about everything right. In baseball, 90 feet between 
the basepaths is perfect geometry. In hoops, it is impossible to even 
conjure a 17-foot free throw, or a 13-footer; 15 is just right. Football fields 
were supposed to be 100 yards long (sorry, Canada). 

Sometimes, some tweaking has been necessary. A man named Danny 
Biasone, owner of the Syracuse Nationals, invented the shot clock to 
make basketball watchable. The forward pass, as Knute Rockne proved 
a century ago, was a good idea, as it turns out. Eliminating two-line-pass 
offsides has been a key hockey alteration. 

It’s hard to argue with any of it. Much of it is perfect. 

Seven is perfect, as in best-of-seven playoff series, as in the absolute 
perfect formula for determining who should advance and who should go 
home and, sometimes, who should schedule a parade for two days from 
now. 

Now, you might not agree with this perfection Sunday morning and 
afternoon if your hockey proclivities favor the Rangers, who will face the 
Penguins in Game 7 of their Eastern Conference first-round series at 
Madison Square Garden. You will start pacing at brunch. You will start to 
call and text your fellow Rangers fans not long after. You will stress-eat 
and sweat and chew your fingernails to the quick. 

Game 7 does that to you. Look, the Rangers have already survived two 
elimination games and lived to tell about both, even after spotting 
Pittsburgh two early goals in each. But that was different. That was 
desperation, and survival. Now, a win vaults the Rangers into the 
conference semifinals. Now there is something to gain, and something to 
lose, in equal measure. And whoever wins, across seven games, that’s a 
fair arbiter of who should win. 

We can thank baseball for showing us the way with this. The first World 
Series in 1903 was a best-of-nine, before it opted for best-of-seven 
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beginning in 1905. But by 1919 the game had grown so wildly popular, 
the owners figured more is better. In ’19-21 it returned to best-of nine. 
The karmic sporting gods voiced their loud displeasure by introducing the 
Black Sox scandal, which very nearly murdered the sport. 

By 1922, it was back to best-of-seven, and there it has stayed. 

Sometimes, sheer logistics necessitates a “short series.” Baseball used 
the one-game play-in for wild-card teams (and now will go two-out-of-
three), then a best-of-five in the Division Series before heading back to 
best-of-seven in the LCS and World Series. There have been times when 
both the NHL and the NBA had five-game series in the first round of the 
playoffs. 

Go back even further and you stumble across the regrettable “mini-
series”: best two-of-three. Now the National League used that format four 
different times to settle first-place ties, and that makes sense. But in 
basketball and hockey, what the mini-series did was introduce an 
unwanted fluke scenario to the proceedings. 

(Rangers fans of a certain vintage can no doubt recite chapter and verse 
to the 1975 mini-series with the Islanders, which essentially gave birth to 
the Islanders as a legit franchise as well as one of the most heated 
rivalries in the sport.) 

This is different. This is better. This is perfect. This is Game 7, finale of a 
best-of-seven, and if the Penguins may have preferred that this be a 
best-of-five (since they’d be easing into the next round already, and 
Sidney Crosby’s ears wouldn’t be ringing) … well, this isn’t 1983 
anymore. You have to win four out of seven. 

And now, you only need one out of one. 

Though, as far as Pittsburgh and New York City are concerned (all due 
respect to the Islanders, they belong to the 516), this is also the final 
game of one of those infernal mini-series. In 2014 the Rangers beat the 
Penguins in a 2-1 thriller in Game 7 after recovering from a 3-1 deficit. 
And the only other time the cities have met in a Game 7? The 1960 
World Series. Bill Mazeroski. 

And there you have all the beauty of Game 7. Agony. Ecstasy. In equal 
measure. 

Vac’s whacks 

The great Bob Ryan has kept a scorecard at every baseball game — 
every single one — he’s ever attended. He has turned that into a clever 
and engaging book, “In Scoring Position: 40 Years of a Baseball Love 
Affair,” co-written by Bill Chuck. It is just a wonderful and fun read. 

Thoughts go out to ex-Mets catcher and coach John Stearns, battling 
serious illness in Denver. His Mets teammates have made a point of 
reaching out to him daily — organized by Doug Flynn, who reports that 
Johnny Bench has also reached out to The Bad Dude. 

We always thought this group of Yankees could be an awful lot of fun if 
they ever started to click on offense. And now we have the proof. 

The most underrate part of “Winning Time,” which wrapped season one 
on HBO last week? Wood Harris as Spencer Haywood. It took me a few 
episodes to recognize the former Avon Barksdale (from “The Wire”), and 
he is still an electrifying actor. 

Whack Back at Vac 

Allen Reich: This is an intervention. Stop falling in love with these Mets 
before they break your heart. Have you noticed their batting averages? 
Three runs a game isn’t going to cut it when they start playing the 
powerhouses. A losing streak is inevitable. Take it from a wise 68-year-
old Mets fan: Save yourself, son, before it’s too late. 

Vac: Remember last Sunday when I said it was a little jarring seeing so 
many happy Mets fans …? 

Frank Giordano: I usually turn the sound off for Joe Buck and Chris 
Collinsworth. Now next year I get to turn off the so-called GOAT. Doesn’t 
it make us long for the days of Marty Glickman? 

Vac: Curt Gowdy would be able to have his own fleet of private planes at 
his disposal if he were only born a few decades later. 

Arthur vonBulin: I believe if the umpires went back to the old chest 
protection, they could remain centered on home plate and not guess at 
outside pitches while hiding behind catchers and batters. 

Vac: Good luck getting umpires to agree to that, but I do think this is 
right. 

 

New York Post LOADED: 05.15.2022 

1245323 New York Rangers 

 

Why Chris Kreider threw Mika Zibanejad's tablet on Rangers bench after 
missed shot 

 

Peter Botte 

2-2 minutes 14/05/2022 

 

The availability of technology can be a valuable tool for hockey players to 
see what they did right or wrong in real time, but Chris Kreider spurred a 
viral moment during the Rangers’ series-evening 5-3 victory Friday night 
in Pittsburgh. 

While on the bench in the second period of Game 6, Kreider ripped a 
tablet out of linemate Mika Zibandejad’s hands and slammed it to the 
ground behind the Rangers’ bench. Zibanejad had been seeking to 
review his missed breakaway chance from earlier in the period. 

“He was looking at the breakaway, and I heard him start second 
guessing his move and didn’t really like that,” Kreider said after the 
game. “He beat [Pittsburgh goalie Louis Domingue] clean, hit the post. 
Don’t need to second guess.” 

Both players scored twice in the game, the first goals of the series for 
Zibanejad, to help the Rangers force Game 7 on Sunday night at the 
Garden. Star center Sidney Crosby did not play for the Penguins due to a 
concussion suffered in Game 5, freeing up the Zibanejad line from that 
matchup. 

Rangers 

Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider celebrate a goal. 

“I don’t think it’s easy to stay positive through all this, but credit to the 
teammates around and the people around,” Zibanejad said. “At the end 
of the day, if the hard work is there it’s going to turn around eventually. 

“Playing with the players I play with, I just try to do the right thing day in 
and day out and try to work hard.” 
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Gerard Gallant expects Rangers to see Sidney Crosby play in Game 7 

 

By Andrew Gross 
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Updated May 15, 2022 1:52 am 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — Gerard Gallant decides the Rangers’ lineup, not 
the opponent’s. But the coach has a strong suspicion about Sidney 
Crosby’s potential availability for the Penguins in Game 7 of their first-
round series on Sunday night at Madison Square Garden. 

“We expect Sid to play,” Gallant said after the Rangers’ optional practice 
at the MSG Training Center on Saturday. “I don’t know what’s going to 
happen. I have no idea. But we expect him to play.” 

Crosby missed the Rangers’ 5-3 win in Friday’s Game 6 in Pittsburgh 
with a suspected concussion after taking an inadvertent high hit from 
defenseman Jacob Trouba in the Rangers’ 5-3 win in Wednesday night’s 
Game 5 at the Garden. 

There’s also a chance that No. 1 goalie Tristan Jarry will return to the 
Penguins’ net for his first game since April 14 as he recovers from a 
broken foot. Backup Casey DeSmith exited the Penguins’ 4-3 triple-
overtime win in Game 1 at the Garden in the second overtime with a core 
muscle injury that required surgery. 

And Louis Domingue certainly looked like a third-string goalie on Chris 
Kreider’s winner at 18:32 of the third period in Game 6, a slap shot from 
the left point that Domingue tried to knock away with his blocker but 
instead blooped over his head and into the net. 

“It’s possible,” Gallant said. “It doesn’t matter to us who’s in net. We’re 
very comfortable with our net, and that’s all you’ve got to worry about. 
But when we have our coaching meetings, we look at that. A possibility 
here, a possibility there. But we spend most of our time on our team.” 

Crosby has two goals and seven assists in the series, and the Rangers 
had a hard time containing his line with Jake Guentzel and Bryan Rust. 

Crosby and Jarry participated in the Penguins’ practice on Saturday 
before their departure for New York. So did forward Rickard Rakell, who 
has not played since Game 1 because of an upper-body injury. 

“We’ll take each day as it comes,” Penguins coach Mike Sullivan told the 
media in Pittsburgh. “I’m not going to speculate at this point. They’re 
obviously on the ice. That’s encouraging. They’re making progress.” 

Asked specifically about Crosby, Sullivan said, “He’s in good spirits. He’s 
in a good place. He’s doing his very best to get himself back and ready 
as quickly as he can. We’ll see how that process goes.” 

The Penguins also have been without defenseman Brian Dumoulin 
(lower body) since Game 1. 

Meanwhile, former Ranger Brian Boyle, the valuable fourth-liner, exited 
Game 6 in the first period. 

“He’s being evaluated for a lower-body injury,” Sullivan said. “That’s 
tough because he’s a good penalty-killer for us. These games are hard. 
They are physical. When you go to 11 forwards that early on in the game, 
it places a physical burden on the rest of the group.” 
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Rangers won't change their approach for Game 7 against Penguins 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated May 15, 2022 1:50 am 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — Game 7s are special. The Rangers know that. 

But that doesn’t mean they want to change their approach on Sunday 
night at a sure-to-be-delirious Madison Square Garden after winning their 
last two games to push their first-round series with the Penguins to a 
deciding game. 

“We’re real excited,” coach Gerard Gallant said after Saturday’s well-
attended optional practice at the MSG Training Center. “Being down 3-1 
and battling back to get back to a Game 7 is huge for us. Now we’ve got 
to make sure we finish it off tomorrow and play the right way.” 

It will be the Rangers’ 16th Game 7 but first since losing the Eastern 
Conference finals to the Lightning, 2-0, at the Garden on May 29, 2015. 

The Rangers evened this series with Friday night’s 5-3 win in Pittsburgh. 
Chris Kreider scored twice, including the winner at 18:32 of the third 
period. Linemate Mika Zibanejad also had two goals and Igor Shesterkin 
stopped 31 shots while earning his first road playoff win. 

Penguins captain Sidney Crosby missed Game 6 with a suspected 
concussion but could return in Game 7. No. 1 goalie Tristan Jarry also 
might be available after missing the first six games while recovering from 
a broken foot. 

But the Rangers know they must focus on their own play rather than 
whom they are playing. 

“It’s a huge game, but I don’t think we should change anything,” said 
Alexis Lafreniere, who will play in his first NHL Game 7. “Just get ready 
and go out there and have fun. I know the building is going to be 
probably loud.” 

“We just need to settle down and get to our game,” said Kreider, who has 
played in six of the Rangers’ seven Game 7s since joining the team in 
the 2012 playoffs. “We’ve been doing a better job of that over the last few 
games, and that’s why we’ve had results. There’s not a playoff way to 
play or a regular-season way to play. There’s Rangers hockey, and that’s 
all there is. 

“We’ve been treating every game since we’ve been down like it’s a Game 
7. It’s been do-or-die for us, so nothing changes.” 

Well, perhaps some things could change. 

For instance, not falling behind by two goals, as they did in each of the 
last two victories. 

“It’s worked out for us so far,” Gallant said. “But I don’t like it.” 

The Rangers were able to start well in splitting the first two games at the 
Garden. But their last four first periods have been sluggish, especially in 
establishing a forecheck or winning puck battles. 

“We never want to go down,” Lafreniere said. “But when we’re down, 
we’re still playing good hockey. You always want to play with the lead 
and have good starts, but it’s something they’re trying to do, too. Try to 
have the best start we can and play a full 60.” 

That the Rangers are still alive in this series speaks to their resilience. 

“It’s going on the whole year and, every time, we’re making good 
comebacks,” said Artemi Panarin, who has two goals and four assists in 
the series. “It’s a good thing. But we have to start, probably, playing in 
the first period.” 

Sunday will mark Panarin’s first NHL Game 7, and he’s not sure if he’ll be 
nervous. 

“I feel good now,” he said. “We’ll see what happens tomorrow. But I think 
our fans give us great energy so we try to do everything that we can do.” 
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Like almost every hockey player, when Lafreniere grew up in the 
Montreal suburb of Saint-Eustache, Quebec, he imagined what it would 
be like to play in a Game 7. 

He understands the task at hand for the Rangers. But he also 
understands the magnitude of the moment. 

“Big games,” Lafreniere said. “You grew up, you watch playoffs, and 
Game 7s are usually real 

ly fun to watch. To actually be able to play in one is a privilege, and I’ll try 
to enjoy every moment. 

“Just to play in one, it’s actually hard to believe a little bit. It’s pretty 
special.” 

Game 7 review 

The Rangers will play the 16th Game 7 in franchise history against the 
Penguins on Sunday night at Madison Square Garden and bring a 9-6 
overall mark into the contest, including 7-1 on home ice: 

April 2, 1939, Bruins 2, Rangers 1 (3OT) at Boston: Mel Hill scores 
winner in semifinals for  eventual Stanley Cup champion. 

April 23, 1950, Red Wings 4, Rangers 3 (2OT) at Detroit: Future Ranger 
Pete Babando scores  Cup-winning goal. Rangers don’t return to Cup 
Final until 1972. 

May 2, 1971, Chicago 4, Rangers 2 at Chicago: Rangers eliminated in 
semifinals three days after Pete Stemkowski’s triple-overtime winner in 
Game 6. 

May 5, 1974, Flyers 4, Rangers 3 at Philadelphia: Gary Dornhoefer’s 
semifinal winner sends  Flyers on their way to the first of back-to-back 
Cups. 

May 1, 1992, Rangers 8, Devils 4 at MSG: Rangers finally win a Game 7 
in the division semifinals. 

May 27, 1994, Rangers 2, Devils 1 at MSG (2OT): “Mat-teau, Mat-teau, 
Mat-teau.” 

June 14, 1994: Rangers 3, Canucks 2 at MSG: Rangers and captain 
Mark Messier thwart pesky Canucks from rallying from a 3-1 series deficit 
in the Cup Final, ending a 54-year title drought. 

April 28, 2009, Capitals 2, Rangers 1 at Washington: John Tortorella’s 
first playoff series behind Rangers’ bench ends with his team blowing 3-1 
series lead and includes the fiery coach being suspended for throwing a 
water bottle at a fan. 

April 26, 2012, Rangers 2, Senators 1 at MSG: Defenseman Dan 
Girardi’s winner propels  Rangers in the conference quarterfinals. 

May 12, 2012, Rangers 2, Capitals 1 at MSG: Second straight series in a 
Game 7 as defenseman Michael Del Zotto nets winner. 

May 13, 2013, Rangers 5, Capitals 0 at Washington: Conference 
quarterfinals is Tortorella’s last playoff series win with the team, and only 
time Rangers shut out Game 7 opponent 

April 30, 2014, Rangers 2, Flyers 1 at MSG: Benoit Pouliot scores first-
round series winner. 

May 13, 2014, Rangers 2, Penguins 1 at Pittsburgh: Rangers, rallying 
around Martin St. Louis after his mother passes away, complete their 
comeback from a 3-1 series deficit in the second round with his buddy, 
Brad Richards, scoring the winner. 

May 13, 2015, Rangers 2, Capitals 1 (OT) at MSG: Rangers again rally 
from a 3-1 deficit in the second round as Derek Stepan scores winner. 

May 29, 2015, Lightning 2, Rangers 0 at MSG: Rangers denied second 
straight trip to Cup Final. 
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Staple: Rangers need Igor Shesterkin to be ‘MVP Igor’ in Game 7 vs. 
Penguins 

 

Arthur Staple 

6-7 minutes 14/05/2022 

 

The Rangers haven’t changed the way they talk about Igor Shesterkin 
during this postseason. What’s changed is how Shesterkin has played, 
especially since his 79-save outing in Game 1 of the first-round series 
against the Penguins. 

“He’s been our best player all year long,” Chris Kreider said after Friday’s 
Game 6. 

“He’s still the same Igor,” Artemi Panarin said. “Whole team has 
confidence in him. He has confidence in himself.” 

What the Rangers need more than anything Sunday in Game 7 at the 
Garden is that same Igor who gave them so much confidence through a 
bumpy first two months of the season. That’s the goalie who garnered 
enough Hart Trophy votes to be named one of the three finalists for the 
award, alongside some impressive company in Connor McDavid and 
Auston Matthews. The voting, of course, is restricted to what players did 
in the regular season. But your reputation gets made with what you do in 
the playoffs, particularly what you do when it’s all on the line, like it will be 
Sunday. 

The chatter leading up to the game will focus on the visitors. Sidney 
Crosby’s status will be first and foremost, followed by whether Tristan 
Jarry is well enough to start in goal. If they both play, it could alter the 
confidence dynamics heading into puck drop. If neither plays, that 
changes things too. 

But there’s one player who could change the tone of this strange series 
more than anyone, and that’s Shesterkin. He has indeed been the 
Rangers’ best player all season and very deserving of what’s sure to be a 
runaway Vezina Trophy win and most likely a second- or third-place 
finish in the Hart (it’s still the highest finish for a goalie in the MVP voting 
since 2016-17). 

Outside of that marathon in Game 1, though, Shesterkin has not been 
anything close to his regular-season self in this series. 

Maybe it’s fatigue from that long game, during which he fell seven saves 
shy of a new NHL single-game record. Or maybe it’s the type of nerves 
we’ve not yet seen from Shesterkin. Or maybe it’s the echoing of Pens 
fans chanting his name incessantly. Whatever the cause, Shesterkin has 
been off his mark. The goalie who posted a .935 save percentage in the 
regular season, second-best in NHL history for a goalie with 50 games 
played, has posted a .906 save percentage in these six games, two of 
which he didn’t finish. The goalie who ran away with Evolving-Hockey’s 
Goals Saved Above Average statistic this season — at 42.48 GSAA to 
second-place Ilya Sorokin’s 28.47 — has a minus-0.98 GSAA in the 
playoffs, 15th of the 22 goalies who have played at least 50 minutes. 

Take away Game 1 and Shesterkin’s GSAA drops to minus-3.9, 17th of 
18 goalies who qualify. 

Now, there is good news: Penguins goalie Louis Domingue’s numbers 
have been as bad or worse. And Shesterkin has been able to shut the 
door in the past two third periods, which counts as consistency in a 
series that’s seen little of it from either side. And for all of Shesterkin’s 
unexpected mediocrity, he at least hasn’t given up a whopper like the 
one Domingue did to Kreider with 1:28 to play Friday — a gaffe that 
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might end up ranking with Jarry’s giveaway in double-overtime of Game 
5 in last season’s first round, which sent the Islanders on their way to a 
six-game win over Pittsburgh. 

The best news is Shesterkin has another crack at regaining his throne. 
He certainly wasn’t at fault on any of the Penguins’ three goals in Game 
6, but neither was there the confident goalie who’s gotten in plenty of 
opposing shooters’ heads this season. He made four saves in the 
sequence before Jeff Carter got position on Jacob Trouba to deposit the 
first Pittsburgh goal, but MVP Igor caught Marcus Pettersson’s point shot 
and held it for a whistle. 

Bryan Rust’s 2-0 goal was a wide-open slot-line pass, so not even MVP 
Igor’s stopping that. 

And you might say that Evgeni Malkin’s breakaway goal to make it 3-3 in 
the second was too much. A Hall of Famer steaming down alone — 
who’s stopping that? 

Shesterkin, that’s who. He was No. 1 in the league in 2020-21 on 
breakaways and repeated as the breakaway champ this past season. 
According to Clear Sight Analytics, he faced 18 full breakaways and gave 
up just one goal. Breakaway shooters need to make great moves to beat 
him; Malkin simply snapped one by a goalie who didn’t look set. 

Shesterkin’s rebound numbers are kooky, too. According to MoneyPuck, 
Shesterkin served up 0.005 rebounds per save in the regular season, 
middle of the pack for No. 1 goalies (21st of 38; negative numbers are 
better in this category). In the playoffs, that number is 0.044, an eight-fold 
increase that puts him dead last in the rankings. 

There is also the matter of how his team is defending around him. The 
Rangers are last on every public data site in five-on-five shot share, 
getting caved in by a Penguins team that has gotten to the front of the 
net too easily and been able to screen and tip pucks in too many 
instances once set up in the offensive zone. It’s a bit ridiculous to think 
the Rangers can reverse that Sunday, but Shesterkin can be the one to 
settle them down with a couple of strong saves. More than a couple 
might be necessary. 

The numbers told an amazing story of Shesterkin’s season, backed up 
by what we all saw on the ice and the words of his teammates. The 
numbers are telling a very different story about Shesterkin’s postseason, 
even as his teammates continue to bank on his excellence. 

There’s still time to write a new story of the postseason. MVP Igor shows 
up, and the Rangers don’t have to worry about who’s in the Penguins’ 
net, who’s centering their top line — none of it. Shesterkin gives the 
Rangers a Game 7 like the vast majority of his 2021-22 starts and those 
“Igor” chants become nothing but a memory to joke about, the way he did 
after Game 6. 

“They say Igor, I say OK,” Shesterkin said. 

Game 7 can be Igor’s time to shine again. 
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Penguins profess optimism going into Game 7 against Rangers 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, May 14, 2022 3:53 p.m. 

 

Sidney Crosby made his highly anticipated return on Saturday. 

To practice. 

An optional practice. 

That was limited in duration. 

And had about as much contact as a Sadie Hawkins dance. 

But he was on the ice, doing whatever he can to recover from a 
suspected head injury. 

And considering how rotten the previous four days have been for the 
Penguins, seeing their captain darting, surging and flying with purpose on 
their practice rink in Cranberry provided a much-needed boost for a 
squad that is one loss away from its season coming to an abrupt end. 

“Sid’s Sid,” Pittsburgh Penguins forward Jeff Carter said. “He’s a leader 
on and off the ice. He’s a calming presence in the room. 

“We’ll see what happens.” 

What has failed to happen to this point is a fourth win by the Penguins in 
their best-of-seven first-round playoff series with the New York Rangers. 

They had staked a 3-1 series lead before dropping identical 5-3 losses in 
Game 5 (on Wednesday at New York’s Madison Square Garden) and 
Game 6 (on Friday at PPG Paints Arena). 

In addition to the score, one common theme in each of those results was 
the absence of Crosby. Injured midway through Game 5, Crosby did not 
finish that contest and was a scratch for Game 6. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan stopped short of offering any kind of status 
for Crosby with regards to Sunday’s Game 7 in New York and labeled 
him “day to day.” 

Sullivan did, however, offer a somewhat uncharacteristically upbeat 
assessment of what Crosby’s presence in Saturday’s practice meant. 

“He’s in good spirits,” Sullivan said. “He’s in a good place. He’s doing his 
very best to get himself back and ready as quickly as he can. We’ll see 
how that process goes. I think anytime he’s on the ice, I think it’s good for 
our team, it’s good for our players, it’s good for our morale, and that’s 
certainly a boost for our guys.” 

Presumably, that optimism can be applied to ailing goaltender Tristan 
Jarry and forward Rickard Rakell, as well, considering both also 
participated in Saturday’s practice. 

Jarry, who has been sidelined since suffering a right foot injury April 14, 
appeared to handle most of the shots in practice, while reserve 
goaltenders Alex D’Orio and Louis Domingue — the latter of whom has 
played in all six games so far this series — were primarily spectators. 

Rakell has not played since suffering a suspected head injury in Game 1 
on May 3. 

Sullivan also deemed Jarry and Rakell “day to day.” 

The Penguins realize they are not guaranteed any more days past 
Sunday. That gravity is what makes a seven-game series appealing, 
particularly to the participants. 

“It can be a bit of an emotional roller coaster,” Sullivan said. “There’s 
highs and lows, there’s ups and downs, there’s successes and 
disappointments. That’s the nature of playoff hockey. One of the 
challenges of going through it is trying to make sure that good or bad, 
you (have) the ability to hit the reset button and just get back to work and 
stay in the moment. There’s a reason it’s seven games. It’s the first team 
to win four. That’s where we’re at. 

“Obviously, we were disappointed after (Friday) night. We thought we 
had a pretty solid effort. It didn’t go our way. But we’ve got to be able to 
move by it. We’ve got to get excited about the opportunity that we have in 
front of us.” 

The Penguins profess optimism over their chances in Game 7. 
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A skeptic could suggest that’s false bravado. And a glass-half-full type 
might be buoyed by the incremental progress of Crosby, Jarry and 
Rakell. 

No matter how that sentiment is generated, it’s simply a base 
requirement for success in a Game 7. 

“It’s the only option,” defenseman Mike Matheson said after Game 6. 
“Either we feel sorry and come into the rink (Saturday) and kind of mope 
around and head off to New York. That doesn’t sound like a very fun 
option to me. I don’t think anybody in the dressing room feels that way. 
The only option is to just park what happened, regardless of how the 
games have gone. 

“Game 7s are crazy games where anything can happen. It’s up to us to 
bring our best and see what happens.” 

Notes: Injured forward Brian Boyle and defenseman Brian Dumoulin 
were absent from Saturday’s practice. Sullivan did not have an update on 
Boyle, who suffered an undisclosed injury during the first period of Game 
6. Dumoulin has been sidelined since suffering an undisclosed ailment in 
Game 1. He continues to rehabilitate off the ice. 
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Penguins forward Sidney Crosby returns to practice 

 

Seth Rorabaugh 

Saturday, May 14, 2022 1:02 p.m. 

 

Penguins forward Sidney Crosby participated in an optional practice in 
Cranberry on Saturday, a handful of days after suffering a presumed 
head injury. 

Sidelined since being struck on a high hit by New York Rangers 
defenseman Jacob Trouba on Wednesday in Game 5 of an ongoing first-
round playoff series, Crosby appeared to be a full participant in what was 
a limited practice in terms of contact and duration. 

Penguins coach Mike Sullivan deemed Crosby “day to day” following the 
practice and stopped short of offering any kind of status with regards to 
Game 7 in New York on Sunday. 

“He’s in good spirits,” Sullivan said of Crosby. “He’s in a good place. He’s 
doing his very best to get himself back and ready as quickly as he can. 
We’ll see how that process goes. I think anytime he’s on the ice, I think 
it’s good for our team, it’s good for our players, it’s good for our morale 
and that’s certainly a boost for our guys.” 

Despite missing Game 6 of the series on Friday, Crosby, who took to the 
ice on Saturday approximately 20 minutes before practice began, 
remains the team’s leading scorer with nine points (two goals, seven 
assists) in four games. 

Also present for practice was goaltender Tristan Jarry. 

Sidelined since suffering a right foot injury on April 14, Jarry saw the bulk 
of the shots during the brief practice session while reserve goaltenders 
Alex D’Orio and Louis Domingue were primarily spectators. 

Forward Rickard Rakell, sidelined since suffering a presumed head injury 
in Game 1 of the series on May 3, was a full participant in the practice. 

Sullivan labeledJarry and Rakell as “day to day” as well. 

Notes: 

• Forward Brian Boyle and defenseman Brian Dumoulin were not present 
for practice. 

Boyle suffered an undisclosed injury during the first period of Game 6 on 
Friday. Sullivan did not provide an update on Boyle and indicated he is 
still being evaluated. 

Dumoulin has not played since suffering an undisclosed ailment in Game 
1 and has largely been rehabilitating off the ice. Per Sullivan, Dumoulin’s 
status remains status quo (day to day). 

• In addition to Crosby, D’Orio, Domingue, Jarry and Rakell, those who 
participated in the practice included defensemen Mark Friedman, Kris 
Letang, John Marino and Chad Ruhwedel and forwards Teddy Blueger, 
Kasperi Kapanen, Drew O’Connor, Evan Rodrigues and RadimZahorna. 
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Hurricanes advance, next face winner of Penguins-Rangers series 

 

Associated Press 

May 14, 2022 7:38 PM 

5/14/2022 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Max Domi scored twice in the second period while 
Antti Raanta had 27 saves to help the Carolina Hurricanes beat the 
Boston Bruins 3-2 on Saturday to win the deciding Game 7 of their first-
round playoff series. 

TeuvoTeravainen also scored for the Hurricanes, who finally put away a 
Bruins team that had ousted them from the playoffs in two of the past 
three postseasons. That ended a series in which neither team could 
manage a road win, with the Hurricanes eventually getting the final word 
backed by yet another rowdy and loud home crowd. 

Carolina advanced to the second round to face the winner of Sunday’s 
Game 7 between the New York Rangers and Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Domi was an unlikely star in this one. Carolina acquired him ahead of the 
March trade deadline, and he rewarded them by scoring the first 
postseason goals of his career. He also assisted on Teravainen’s goal 
with a perfect pass to the top of the crease for the first-periodputaway. 

Raanta, who had never started a postseason game before this series, 
was again steady in net. He had probably his best stop on a full-split 
save to deny Taylor Hall near the left post in the first period of a 
scoreless game. 

Jake DeBrusk scored a second-period goal for the Bruins, while David 
Pastrnak had one with 21.7 seconds left with Boston having pulled 
Jeremy Swayman for the extra attacker. 

From there, the Hurricanes had to hang on through one final clock-killing 
shift to protect the lead before they could finally celebrate. 

Swayman finished with 28 saves for Boston. 

The Bruins found themselves playing catch-up after Domi’s first goal, 
which had him skating in on the left side to bury a redirect attempt from 
Jordan Staal at 3:14 of the second. 

Later, after DeBrusk had beaten Raanta from the top of the crease, 
Teravainen whipped a pass to Domi for a one-timer that blasted the puck 
past Swayman at 10:33 of the second for the 3-1 lead. 

The Bruins, a tested veteran squad, were in the playoffs for the sixth 
straight season. That run included a sweep of the Hurricanes in the 2019 
Eastern Conference finals, as well as a five-game win in the first round of 
the Toronto bubble a year later. 
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This time, the Hurricanes never trailed in the series before finally grinding 
through after dominating the Bruins in three regular-season meetings. 
And the Bruins head into an offseason with some uncertainty about the 
future of captain and longtime No. 1 center Patrice Bergeron, who can 
become an unrestricted free agent after 18 seasons with the team. 

First Published May 14, 2022, 7:38PM 

Post Gazette LOADED: 05.15.2022 

1245331 Pittsburgh Penguins 

 

Facing another Game 7, Penguins embracing pressure of win-or-go-
home game against Rangers 

 

Jason Mackey 

5/14/2022 

 

It doesn’t take much elevated thinking to grasp the importance of a Game 
7 in hockey. 

Although the intensity this time of year naturally ramps up a ton, series 
routinely playing out as four-, five- and six-game rollercoasters, there’s 
nothing like the exhilaration of that seventh game, knowing there will be 
handshakes or a presentation of the Stanley Cup at the end of the night. 

“It’s fun,” Jeff Carter said. “Game 7s are fun. They’re high-intensity 
games.” 

Same as the win-or-go-home nature making Game 7s must-watch TV, 
Carter probably likes these special events because he’s fared extremely 
well in them. Throughout his career, the 37-year-old in undefeated in five 
Game 7s while producing two goals and two assists. 

Carter and Brian Boyle (6-1 all-time in Game 7s) are two Penguins who 
have actually fared better than Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin, who 
are 5-2 in Game 7s throughout their career. 

The biggest one of those, of course, came in Detroit in 2009, which 
ended with a Cup presentation, and it continues an interesting franchise 
trend that should give Penguins fans hope come Sunday. 

Pittsburgh is 6-0 all-time in Game 7s on the road, most recently beating 
Washington for the third time in a road Game 7 in 2017 and also winning 
in Buffalo (2001) and New Jersey (1999). 

Carter wasn’t around for any of those contests, but he gets the 
differences in pressure when you’re the road team versus playing in front 
of a home crowd with the season on the line. 

“Sometimes there’s a lot of pressure when you have a Game 7 at home,” 
Carter said. “If you can go out as a road team and have a good start, it 
can go a long ways.” 

The finality of a Game 7 isn’t exclusive to players either, Penguins coach 
Mike Sullivan insisted. Coaches live and die with every moment, the 
same as players and fans, everyone riding that rollercoaster. It’s why 
they work the hours they do and what makes this crazy line of work so 
rewarding. 

Sullivan’s perspective on the matter is also likely framed by the success 
he’s experienced in this setting. Aside from the Capitals victory in 2017, 
Sullivan’s Penguins topped the Senators in Game 7 of the Eastern 
Conference finals at home in 2017 and did the same the previous year 
against Tampa. 

“That’s part of what drives us every day,” Sullivan said. “There are lots of 
thrills, then there are disappointments. You gotta be able to dust yourself 
off and get back in the fight. As a coaching staff, we’re no different.” 

Dealing with the possible end of a season has affected Sullivan’s teams 
differently in recent years. There’s always been a quiet confidence and 
sometimes a bit of a lighter approach taken, something that was natural 
on a team with Marc-Andre Fleury, Phil Kessel and others. 

These Penguins must figure out how to deal with the pressure of their 
own Game 7, something Carter addressed Saturday when he was asked 
what he’s learned during his experience in this setting. 

“I think everyone approaches them differently,” Carter said. “For us going 
into [Sunday], I think we’re confident in our game plan, which is big. After 
that, it’s go out and play. Leave it all out there. See what happens. 

“If you go in with the right mindset and you leave it all out there, most of 
the time you’re going to come out on top. That’s what we’ll look to do.” 

Jarry, Rakell practice 

While Crosby returning to practice Saturday was certainly the biggest 
news item, Tristan Jarry and Rickard Rakell appear awfully close to 
game action. 

Jarry, who has been out with a broken foot since April 14, has faced 
shots this entire week, although his exposure to five-on-five hockey has 
been limited. Still, Jarry seemed to be a full participant in Saturday’s 
practice and actually moved quite well from side-to-side. 

Sullivan said Jarry’s status hasn’t changed. He’s still day-to-day, and the 
coach would not disclose whether Jarry might be an option for Sunday’s 
game. The earliest anyone will know anything is if Jarry is the first goalie 
off the ice at morning skate. 

As for Rakell, he sustained a head injury earlier this season but has been 
practicing with the team for several days. Rakell was technically a game-
time decision for Game 6 Friday but neither took warmups nor played. 

Boyle still being evaluated 

Sullivan had no new information on Brian Boyle, who left Friday’s game 
after just two shifts and was helped down the tunnel and into the 
Penguins dressing room. Boyle is being evaluated for a lower-body 
injury, Sullivan said Friday night and repeated again on Saturday. 
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Return of Sidney Crosby buoys Penguins heading into Game 7 

 

Jason Mackey 

5/14/2022 

 

Nobody associated with the Penguins seemed to want to say much about 
Sidney Crosby's potential return for Game 7 of their first-round playoff 
series against the New York Rangers on Sunday at Madison Square 
Garden. 

They didn't have to. 

Crosby's ear-to-ear grin as he returned to practice Saturday at UPMC 
Lemieux Sports Complex said plenty. So did the Penguins captain 
zipping around the ice, his legs clearly underneath him, and also some of 
the sublime stick work he showed off that has long been a signature 
staple of his game. 

Officially, coach Mike Sullivan was non-committal on Crosby's status. 
He's day-to-day and will travel to New York, nothing more. Yet for 
Penguins fans near and far, there’s arguably nothing more meaningful 
than Crosby returning to the Garden one last time this season. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 15, 2022 

 

His presence alone should inspire significant hope that the outcome of 
this wacky series — one loaded with borderline hits, blown leads, violent 
momentum swings, third-string goalies and Vezina Trophy candidates 
who have been harassed and pulled — is not a foregone conclusion. 

"Sid’s Sid," Jeff Carter said. "He’s the leader on and off the ice, a calming 
presence in the room. See what happens." 

What happened Saturday was certainly encouraging. During an optional 
skate, a setting where line rushes are almost never a thing, Crosby took 
them between Kasperi Kapanen and Rickard Rakell. 

Could Sullivan be trying to recreate at least some semblance of game-
like structure? Wouldn't be crazy. 

Crosby also spent time parked in front of the crease, tipping point shots. 
He might’ve missed one. On another sequence, he cut in on goal, fired a 
wrister from the circle, spun and whacked in the rebound. It wasn't a 
burly defenseman burying him into the boards, but it wasn't nothing, 
either. 

Sid’s eye-hand coordination is just stupid good. 
pic.twitter.com/Dj4vefkgzo 

— Jason Mackey (@JMackeyPG) May 14, 2022 

"He’s in good spirits," Sullivan said of Crosby. "He’s in a good place. He’s 
doing his very best to get himself back and ready as quickly as he can. 
We’ll see how that process goes." 

Asked whether Crosby would be considered a game-time decision — 
often as far as Sullivan will go with injury updates, especially in the 
postseason — that produced a familiar brick wall. 

"We’ll take each day as it comes," Sullivan said to a question about 
Crosby, Rakell and Tristan Jarry. "I’m not going to speculate at this point. 
They’re obviously on the ice. That’s encouraging. They’re making 
progress." 

Crosby missed Game 6 and the second half of Game 5 after incurring a 
high, controversial hit from Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba. With 
Pittsburgh ahead, 2-0, at the time, New York then scored three goals in 2 
minutes, 42 seconds to take control of the game. 

Crosby appeared to sustain a head injury on the play. He took two more 
shifts before finally retiring to the dressing room for good that evening. 
Sullivan said Crosby skated on his own Friday morning and “was in a 
good place.” 

It sounds almost silly to say given all that Crosby has accomplished, but 
his presence, well, can't exactly be overstated. 

For his offensive production, for one; Crosby was having an incredible 
postseason before he was injured, scoring two goals and totaling nine 
points in 4 1/2 games. Nobody NHL-wide was playing a better all-around 
game. 

But it's also bigger than filling up the net or making plays for linemates 
Jake Guentzel (seven goals in six games) and Bryan Rust, who has yet 
to meet an elimination game that he doesn't like. 

Crosby thrives in these moments. In seven career Game 7s, he has two 
goals and three assists, his point total exceeded only by longtime cohort 
Evgeni Malkin (six). Whether it's raising an already high compete level or 
finding the right way to motivate those around him, Crosby isn't the best 
captain in professional sports for nothing. 

Reeling after losing the special teams battle Friday and continuing to 
blow two-goal leads with lousy second periods, Crosby's steady 
presence would help the Penguins eliminate this pesky part of their 
game. Meanwhile, his two-way prowess could really come in handy 
considering Rangers coach Gerard Gallant once again gets the last 
change. 

In games Crosby has played, his line has largely kept New York's top trio 
of Mika Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Frank Vatrano in check, controlling 

around 60% of the shot attempts and outscoring them, 4-0, during five-
on-five play. 

But in Game 6, with Malkin seeing more of Ryan Strome, Artemi Panarin 
and Andrew Kopp, that previous group hogged the puck and accounted 
for four goals, two at even-strength and two more on the power play. 

"The Crosby line in the beginning, up until Sid got hurt, was dominant, 
regardless of who they were out against," Sullivan said. "So, they are an 
important line for us. Obviously we’ve had to make adjustments. 

"We thought we had a solid effort [Friday] night. The five-on-five play 
from our standpoint was really strong. We’ve got to take the positives 
from that and continue to build on them." 

It's a smart way of thinking about things. Might be the only way, really. 
And one that's helped a ton when your best worker returns to the job site. 

“Any time Sid is on the ice, it’s good for our team, it’s good for our 
players, and it’s good for our morale," Sullivan said. "That’s certainly a 
boost for our guys." 

This story was updated at 2 p.m. May 14. 
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Previewing Penguins’ Game 7 against Rangers: Where would Sidney 
Crosby most help? 

 

By Rob Rossi and Sean Gentille 

May 14, 2022 

 

By losing their last two games, the Penguins positioned themselves to 
put at risk one of professional sports’ most impressive feats. They will 
take a 7-0 record in road Game 7s into Madison Square Garden for an 
opening-round elimination game against the Rangers on Sunday night. 

Three of those Game 7 victories have come during the 17-season run 
with captain Sidney Crosby leading the Penguins. And Crosby generated 
even more buzz for Sunday night by fully participating in an optional 
practice Saturday at the Penguins’ suburban Pittsburgh practice facility. 

Read this story for the latest on Crosby, goalie Tristan Jarry and other 
injured Penguins’ statuses for Sunday night. 

Crosby, Jarry and Rakell are day to day. Boyle being evaluated. No 
status change for Dumoulin. Per Penguins coach Mike Sullivan 

— Rob Rossi (@Real_RobRossi) May 14, 2022 

The Athletic assesses what all the injury news means for the Penguins 
going into Game 7… 

We know he could play in Game 7. If he does, where specifically would 
Crosby most help the Penguins? 

Sean Gentille, senior NHL writer: An obvious answer, in my expert 
opinion, is that he’d help them in the crucial area of “scoring more goals 
than the other team.” Crosby has nine points in six games, seven at five-
on-five alone. That gives the Penguins a layer of fallback, top-line 
production to guard against unfortunate occurrences like starting Louis 
Domingue in five consecutive games. 

I’m not going with the most obvious answer, though, because I don’t think 
a four-point night from Crosby is purely necessary. What the Penguins 
missed most in Game 6 was the effect he has on the Rangers. With him 
on the ice at five-on-five, Pittsburgh controlled 77 percent of expected 
goals. Shot attempts were 112-79. That is, in a word, stupid. 
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And I get it. This isn’t the right time of year to harp on underlying stats — 
production is what matters in a short series. But when one line, driven by 
one person, has the puck enough to cancel out another, the underlyings 
are important. We can assume that if Crosby plays, points will follow. It’s 
not a coincidence that Mika Zibanejad doubled his offensive output in the 
series once Crosby was on the bench. 

Rob Rossi, senior Penguins reporter: Neutralizing Zibanejad might be all 
Crosby would need to do for the Penguins to win at MSG to begin and 
end this opening-round series. But I’m going with points because Crosby 
is the best lead-by-example captain in any sport, and he has a history of 
returning from injury in truly explosive fashion. He might not score a goal, 
but I’d feel comfortable, were I a betting man, to put money down on 
winger Jake Guentzel ending his (coughs) one-game goal drought if 
Crosby is back as his center. 

Same question, only swap out Crosby for Jarry. 

RR: A couple of Stanley Cup-winning coaches have told me pretty much 
the same thing about goalies — basically, skaters are better when they 
believe their goalie will make the routine saves. Go figure, eh? 

Dominigue, bless his heart, has been about what anybody would have 
expected from a fringe NHL goalie thrust into the Stanley Cup spotlight. 
He has even had some really great, non-foodie moments between the 
pipes. But the goal he allowed as the winner in a Game 6 loss Friday 
night was a must-make stop, and his teammates know Dominigue didn’t 
make it. 

They also know Jarry probably would have made it, and were he 
between the pipes for Game 6, this whole Game 7 thing wouldn’t be 
necessary. So, it’s safe to assume Penguins skaters will play better 
believing their true No. 1 is in the blue paint of the goal crease Sunday 
night. 

And if that playing better extends to their suddenly porous penalty kill, it’s 
game, set and match (and series) in Pittsburgh’s favor. 

SG: I’d say that, if nothing else, they can rely on Jarry to not make any 
beer league-caliber mistakes, but the Islanders series isn’t far back 
enough to forget. 

Honestly, though — Jarry is an NHL goaltender. High-middle when it 
comes to starters, let’s say. Domingue isn’t, and he hasn’t resembled it at 
any point in the series. The Penguins did well to limit the Rangers’ 
chances — high-danger opportunities in Game 5 were 20-1 (not a typo) 
— but that’s clearly not enough anymore. Even that didn’t carry over, 
though. I’d be willing to bet that if Evan Rodrigues took five seconds to 
remember who was in net, he thinks again about roughing Ryan Lindgren 
in Game 6. 

It’s not just the ridiculous goals, either. It’s how Domingue looks even 
when he’s making saves. No bueno. Credit where it’s due — Domingue 
kept it together in relief of Jarry, and the “spicy pork” thing was funny for 
a solid night. Leftovers don’t last much longer than that, though. 

How much will the coaching matchup between the Penguins’ Mike 
Sullivan and Rangers’ Gerard Gallant matter? 

SG: If Crosby plays, the single most interesting thing to watch — for me 
— will be whether Gallant can get the Zibanejad line away from him. 
Because in Games 1 and 2, even with last change, he either didn’t or 
couldn’t. 

But yeah, I’m taking Sullivan 10 times out of 10 on this, regardless of 
whether Crosby or Jarry is in the lineup. The Rangers love Gallant — 
they call him “Ted Lasso” to his face and everything — but I’d rather have 
the guy who’s won two Cups and makes in-game adjustments. Crazy, I 
know. 

RR: Be curious (speaking of “Ted Lasso”), just not about this meeting of 
the minds. A few former NHL coaches have told me in recent days that 
Sullivan is running a Masters-level class on Gallant. I’d tend to agree, 
except with a full complement of players — well, by Penguins standards 

anyway — Sullivan should be able to bump that course up to Doctorate 
in Hockey. 

Every Game 7 has an unexpected hero, or so it seems. Which Penguins 
player could fill that role? 

RR: Goodness gracious, I’m going with Kasperi Kapanen. Gut feeling. Or 
maybe it was the spicy pork for lunch? 

Also, apparently I’m now writing phrases such as “goodness gracious.” 
What a time to be alive. 

SG: Is Jeff Carter too easy? Because he’s having one of the great all-or-
nothing series I’ve ever seen. The goals are helpful. The rest of it is not. 

Yeah, that is too easy. Let’s go with Mark Friedman, then. Maybe he 
goads a Ranger into a crucial penalty or something. He’s good at that. 
Really, he’s seemed like a Playoff Memory guy since they picked him up. 
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Molinari: Penguins Have No Business Winning Game 7 … But Don’t Rule 
It Out 

 

By Dave Molinari  

Published 16 hours ago on May 14, 2022 

 

The Pittsburgh Penguins talk a lot about how resilient they are, how 
they’re able to overcome even extreme adversity. 

They’re correct, on both counts. They’ve had to prove it a lot more times 
in 2021-22 than any team would care to. 

But no challenge — and no setting — has been as daunting as the one 
they’ll face Sunday evening in Game 7 of their opening-round playoff 
series against the New York Rangers at Madison Square Garden. 

They’ll be compelled to contend with an opponent fueled by the 
confidence born of back-to-back victories, one turbo-charged by a crowd 
which is rabid at its most tranquil and that has a goaltender who has 
been far more adept at stopping pucks at home than he was at PPG 
Paints Arena. 

And the Penguins might be doing it with a goalie who hasn’t played in a 
month and a No. 1 center who conceivably will be functioning at less than 
100 percent after some timely headhunting by the Rangers earlier in the 
series. 

Which, incredible as it sounds, is a best-case scenario for them. 

(Bear in mind that if they entered Round 1 with a reservoir of good 
fortune, it hasn’t been drained much through six games.) 

Will all-star goalie Tristan Jarry, out since breaking a bone in his foot 
April 14, get the start over Louis Domingue, who lately looks as if he’s 
come by his No. 3 spot on the depth chart honestly? 

And if Jarry, who’s hasn’t had a meaningful practice since being injured, 
plays, can he realistically expect to deal effectively with the volatile 
offensive likes of Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin and Mika Zibanejad? 
Seems like an awfully big ask. 

Same with counting on Sidney Crosby — assuming he’s cleared to 
participate — to instantly regain the form he had before New York 
defenseman Jacob Trouba decided to bury an elbow in his skull late in 
the second period of Game 5. 
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That clearly was the pivotal moment in this series. When Trouba took out 
Crosby, the Penguins had a 3-1 advantage in the series and a 2-0 lead in 
Game 5. 

Now, New York is on the cusp of cusp of winning a series for the first 
time since 2017. 

Quite a coincidence, huh? 

Dealing with injuries is part of the challenge of winning a championship in 
this league; dealing with one inflicted on your best player with obvious 
malice aforethought shouldn’t be. 

Having Crosby and Jarry — or even one of them — return would give 
their teammates a psychological boost. Getting Rickard Rakell, who was 
hurt in the first period of Game 1, would be a nice plus, too. 

And history might give them a little cause for optimism, too: The 
Pittsburgh Penguins’ all-time record in Games 7 played on the road is 6-
0. 

Of course, while that stat is eye-catching, it will have no tangible impact 
Sunday. 

Perhaps it is a reflection of the culture and unrelenting will to succeed 
that have existed in the franchise at times over the course of its 
existence, but it’s not as if it’s the by-product of a gene that’s passed 
from generation-to-generation of Penguins players. 

If the Rangers end that streak — and by all logical metrics, they should 
— Trouba should catapult to the top of the list of early contenders for the 
Conn Smythe Trophy. 

Sure, he is just a second-pairing defenseman who has been held without 
a point in four of the first six games, but no one in the league has done 
more to influence the outcome of a series than Trouba. 

If not for him going after Crosby, the Penguins would have spent the past 
few days resting and preparing to face Carolina or Boston in the second 
round. 

Instead, they now face the very real possibility of a fifth consecutive 
series loss, a streak dating to the second round in 2018. 

Make no mistake, New York is a quality team and should get better over 
the next few seasons unless that salary-cap ceiling scuttles it. Although 
the Rangers don’t look to be a true Cup contender yet, with a core than 
includes the likes of Adam Fox, Igor Shesterkin and Panarin, they easily 
could develop into one in the near future. 

There’s no shame in losing a best-of-seven to a club of that caliber; the 
shame would be for the Penguins’ core of Evgeni Malkin, Kris Letang and 
Crosby to have this as the final act of its remarkable 16-year run. 

This was a series they could have — and should have — won. 

Of course, it still isn’t over, and history tells us that the Penguins just 
might find a way to make it happen. 

Perhaps Marc-Andre Fleury’s Game 7 road heroics against Washington 
and Detroit in 2009 will be matched by Jarry, or some unlikely guy will 
score an overtime series-winner, the way Darius Kasparaitis did against 
Buffalo in 2001. 

And, of course, Crosby might be back in the lineup and able to take his 
game immediately to the rarefied level he’d consistently reached in the 
first five games before Trouba decided it was time to separate him from 
his senses. 

If that happens, Crosby could almost singlehandedly launch his team into 
the second round. 

Any and all of that is possible, even if it’s not the way to wager. 

Then again, the Penguins have shown numerous times since last fall that 
bad circumstances often bring out the best in them. 

Logic says that their season should end Sunday night. 

History — both distant and recent — suggests that the outcome is not 
settled just yet. 
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BREAKING: Crosby on the Ice for Practice; Jarry, Rakell, too; All Day to 
Day 

 

By Shelly Anderson  

Published 17 hours ago on May 14, 2022 

 

Let’s see. So much to look for at the Pittsburgh Penguins practice 
Saturday. Where to start? How about this: Sidney Crosby was on the ice, 
and he was not wearing a non-contact jersey. 

Crosby, according to coach Mike Sullivan, skated separately from the 
team Friday morning. He did not play Friday in a Game 6 loss against the 
New York Rangers after leaving Game 5 following a high hit by New 
York’s Jacob Trouba. 

Although the practice was optional with 15 players participating, Crosby’s 
presence suggests he might be available for Game 7 Sunday in New 
York. Sullivan did not confirm whether Crosby has been cleared to take 
contact — and there was not a lot of that happening in an optional 
practice — but he said all players were going to New York. 

Goaltender Tristan Jarry was the first player on the ice and continues to 
look as if his return could be imminent. Jarry apparently was close to 
returning Friday for Game 6 from a suspected broken foot he got April 
14, but he did not dress for that game. 

Also on the ice for the optional practice was winger Rickard Rakell, who 
left Game 1 after a hit by the Rangers’ Ryan Lindgren. He was deemed a 
game-time decision for Friday’s Game 6 by Sullivan, but he did not take 
line rushes in the morning or participate in the pregame warmup, and he 
did not play. 

Sullivan listed Crosby, Jarry and Rakell as day to day. 

There was no sign of forward Brian Boyle, who left Game 6 because of 
an unspecified injury, or defenseman Brian Dumoulin, who is listed as 
rehabbing off the ice. Sullivan said Boyle’s injury is still being evaluated. 

The Penguins held the practice at the UPMC Lemieux Sports Complex 
before flying to New York for a Game 7 showdown Sunday in their first-
round series. The Penguins have lost two in a row, games in which they 
could have clinched a spot in the second round. 
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How NHL Draft prospect Mats Lindgren Jr. built a unique playing style 

 

Scott Wheeler 

17-22 minutes 14/05/2022 

 

In his years working in the WHL, first as a scout with the Edmonton Oil 
Kings and then as director of player personnel for the Kamloops Blazers, 
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Robbie Sandland has never seen a hockey player, nor met a kid, 
anything like Mats Lindgren. 

When he’s asked about Lindgren, a likely second-round pick in the 2022 
NHL Draft, the first word that comes to mind is “relentless.” 

“I’ve never seen a kid work like this. His work ethic is second to none,” 
Sandland said on a recent phone call. “He’s a special kid. As a person, 
he’s a very, very humble kid. He’s soft-spoken and very polite. He’s a rink 
rat. And everything he talks about is hockey-related. He’s a self-starter. 
He’s on the ice more than other kids in the summers and any extra ice he 
can get in season, you have to basically kick him off the ice after 
practice. He’s always working on his game. He’s just so driven. He wants 
it.” 

If you ask others who’ve been around Lindgren about what made him 
that way, they all come to the same conclusion for different reasons. 

That’s because to understand Lindgren the hockey prospect is to 
understand the singular journey that has shaped him into a kid and 
player whose influences are diverse and numbered. 

What makes him different than most other players is the path he has 
travelled. 

Lindgren’s story technically starts in Vancouver, but his memories begin 
in Skelleftea, Sweden, a city of roughly 70,000 people known for its gold 
mining, its hockey team, and its location in Sweden’s northern 
Västerbotten County, just a few miles inland from the sea of Bothnian 
Bay. 

He was born in North Vancouver in the summer of 2004, a year after his 
father, Mats Lindgren Sr., a 1993 first-round pick of the Winnipeg Jets, 
finished his seven-year, 411-game NHL career. It was while playing with 
the Canucks that Mats Sr. met and married Vannessa (who is from 
Vancouver). 

But just a couple of months after Mats Jr. was born, they moved, 
returning to Skelleftea, Mats Sr.’s hometown and the place where his pro 
hockey career began, when Mats Sr. was hired as an assistant coach 
with the local pro team (which he helped coach to promotion out of the 
second-tier HockeyAllsvenskan and into the SHL). 

After coaching for five seasons with Skelleftea, the Lindgrens (whose 
family had expanded to four after Mats Sr. and Vannessa had their 
second child, Gabriella, in 2006) moved again, travelling south to the 
suburbs of Stockholm when Mats Sr. was hired on as an assistant coach 
with AIK, located in Solna, just outside the Swedish capital. 

Though Mats Jr. started playing hockey in Skelleftea, his formative years 
were in Stockholm as he began what his dad calls the “Swedish hockey 
curriculum,” with its focus on building a foundation of skating and skills. 

Mats Jr. took to Sweden’s individual development model like a natural, 
often skating with the pro team’s coaches when there was free ice, and 
quickly became one of the top young players in Sweden’s biggest hockey 
hub. Gabriella took to her own sport, tennis, with equal aptitude too. So 
much so on both fronts that by the time Mats Jr. was 11 and Gabriella 
was 9, the Lindgrens decided to move for a third time to return to 
Vancouver in 2015 so that the kids could both pursue their sports to the 
fullest in North America. 

Once he got integrated into Canada’s much different development model, 
Mats Jr. never let go of his Swedish roots, working closely with his dad 
and the skills and skating business, Lindgren Elite Hockey, he 
established in Vancouver (built upon Swedish development principles). 

“My dad wanted to keep (the Swedish-style training) going because it’s 
different over here and it’s not as much skill, it’s more speed and team 
practices,” Mats Jr. explained. 

When Mats Jr. quickly established himself as one of the top players in 
and around Vancouver’s minor hockey circuit (like he had in Stockholm), 
he was enrolled at the BWC Academy in Burnaby, B.C. At the academy, 
Mats Jr. would go to class from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and then join his 

dad on the ice for two-hour sessions (five days a week for three years) at 
1:30 p.m. 

In that time, he became obsessive about the work he was doing with his 
dad and felt his game take off. In time, some of his classmates and 
teammates began working their way into the Mats’ private skates, as Sr. 
worked with Jr. on his edges, stickhandling and deception to teach him 
things that his Canadian coaches weren’t. 

“He has always had an interest in skating and edgework and that makes 
it a lot easier to teach. And we made sure we had fun along the way but 
he was building a strong platform when it comes to skating. One of the 
things that he has always had is the passion to play hockey and want to 
learn. His work ethic has just always been off the charts,” Mats Sr. said. 

When he wasn’t working with his dad to hone those tools, he was 
working with other unconventional local teachers, too, first with Canadian 
ice dancer Victor Kraatz (a three-time Olympian and 10-time national 
champion Mats Sr. had met at Vancouver’s North Shore Skating Club) 
and then, after Kraatz moved to Finland, with Barb Aidelbaum (a skating 
coach of 40-plus years who has worked with hundreds of NHL players). 

Mats Jr. has spent the last three summers doing morning skates with his 
dad and afternoon ones with Aidelbaum, the two sharing notes in 
between (Aidelbaum insists Mats Sr. has “a lot to contribute”). 

“We’ve found the secret sauce with Matsy,” Aidelbaum said. “And he 
thinks very globally. He clearly watches a lot of international hockey and 
NHL hockey with his dad and they determine what the gaps are in certain 
players and discuss it at a very high level. And the big thing with him is 
his burning desire to be an NHL player. He always looks at the big 
picture and strives for that. That’s what’s unique about Matsy Lindgren.” 

Last offseason, Mats Jr. then took the unique foundation he had as a 
skater a step further when he became one of kinesiologist Rob Williams’ 
understudies. Williams, a movement coach of 30-plus years who trains 
and teaches athletes across a wide range of sports (and has worked with 
NHLers like Mat Barzal, Andrew Cogliano and Kent Johnson) about body 
connectivity, became a fast fan of Mats Jr.’s in their one-on-one 
sessions. 

Mats Jr. became the kind of client who’d text Williams apologizing when 
he’d be three minutes late to the field because the Uber he’d taken to get 
there took a wrong turn. Where many of his hockey-playing clients would 
stop during a drill when they were struggling, Mats Jr. always finished his 
through. 

“He’s the highest quality person that you’ll meet. He’s probably one of my 
favourite athletes ever,” Williams said after just one summer with him. “I 
honestly can’t say enough good things. He responds in the right ways, 
he’s positive, he’s ridiculously professional for his age. He’s a joy to work 
with. I really, really like the kid.” 

Mats Jr. also became a sponge, soaking up pointers Williams would give 
him on how best to propel, decelerate and leverage his body. 

“We all play different sports but the law of physics and the forces that we 
need to create in our body are kind of the same. And it doesn’t make 
sense to them until you get them on a field, you ask them to do a 
movement, and then you can show them where all of the energy leaks 
are and where they drift. Kids are so hyper-focused on their skates and 
sticks that nothing is being done with the middle of their body,” Williams 
said. “He’s ahead of the curve because he wants to dive deeper into it in 
order to be quicker and more explosive on the ice. And it jives with what 
Mats Sr. teaches. There’s an appreciation from Mats Sr. for the fact that 
there’s a better way to move than how most hockey players are coached 
to move.” 

The first time agent Will Kawam put eyes on Mats Jr., it was almost by 
chance. 

Kawam, an agent with Orr Hockey Group, had told his colleagues in a 
meeting that he’d reach out to contacts in Western Canada about a 
potential 2004-born target. 
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When he did, he kept hearing the same name. 

Mats Lindgren. Mats Lindgren. Mats Lindgren. 

When he’d heard it enough times, he got on the online streaming service 
Hockey TV, watched four of his games in a row one afternoon, and then 
immediately reached out to the family and booked a flight to Vancouver 
two weeks later to recruit him. 

In that first video review, Kawam was immediately struck by how 
differently Mats Jr. moved on the ice. 

“The first thing that everybody sees is the skating and the poise. Up until 
that point in my career, I had really never seen edgework like that. The 
way he’s just so balanced on his skates, he’s elusive, he can turn on a 
dime, he escapes pressure. I was just enamoured by it,” Kawam said. 
“And then you start to pair that with his hockey sense, and how he 
doesn’t panic under pressure. It doesn’t matter if there’s a guy that is 6-
foot-2 barrelling down on him, it’s almost like that player is invisible and 
he’s just reading right through the player and seeing his options.” 

In their first meeting in Vancouver, Kawam also picked up on the same 
attributes of drive and competitiveness that others would later identify. 

“This year in Kamloops, they’ve had to tell him ‘we don’t want to buy you 
another pair of hockey skates’ because he breaks them down so quickly 
staying on the ice for an extra hour and a half each and every day,” 
Kawam said. “He’s just insane like that.” 

Enamoured by Mats Jr., Kawam made the pitch to his colleagues and 
they settled on him as their new target for the 2004 age group. 

“It was just a no-brainer for us,” Kawam said. “It was clear that no matter 
what we put in front of this kid, he was going to find a way to come out on 
top.” 

It was also a no-brainer for the Blazers to draft him with the No. 9 pick in 
the 2019 WHL Bantam Draft. 

Who he was going to represent internationally, however, was a more 
difficult decision. 

That one came in his post-WHL draft campaign. As he played to 27 
points in 33 games as a 15-year-old on BWC’s under-18 team and 
played his allowable WHL games as an underager, Mats Jr. was invited 
to play for Canada at the 2020 Youth Olympics in Switzerland. 

After living in Canada for four and a half years, knowing that he would 
likely call it home for the rest of his life due to the career path he was on, 
and feeling more and more comfortable with his English, Mats Jr. chose 
to represent Canada as a player internationally — a choice which would 
be binding for the remainder of his career because it was an IIHF-
sanctioned event — in part because the Swedes weren’t participating in 
the tournament.  

“It was a really difficult decision for Matsy. If you’d asked him if he’s 
Swedish or Canadian, he would have said Swedish. So Team Canada 
put their sales pitch in and we sat down and put it all together and walked 
through the pros and cons,” Kawam said. “I don’t think he wanted to pass 
up the opportunity to represent Canada at the Youth Olympic Games.” 

Last year, with the WHL slow to get back up and running for what should 
have been his rookie season, he then made another difficult choice when 
he went south to play for the Chicago Cougars in the USPHL’s Premier 
Division. With the Cougars, he posted 11 points in 10 games before 
returning for the WHL’s belated shortened season, where he posted 10 
points in 22 games as a 16-year-old (second among all under-17 
defencemen). 

On the back of that strong but brief first season in the WHL, NHL Central 
Scouting gave Mats Jr. a “B” rating (which indicates a second- or third-
round candidate) in their fall players to watch list. In his return to 
Kamloops though, staff quickly felt like he was playing at a first-round 
level. 

“The reason I’m such a big believer in him is because his skill set, his 
foundation, the way he plays the game, it’s all translatable to the NHL, 
especially the way that it’s played now,” Sandland said. “I refer to him as 
a breakout machine. Just how elusive he is, how he can process the 
game under pressure. He invites pressure really well and then he opens 
up time and space for his linemates. He controls the game. His zone 
exits, the way he transitions the game, I don’t have the data in front of me 
but I’d put it up against anybody. Like it’s unbelievable.” 

That play crescendoed into NHL Central Scouting’s January midterm list 
(when they slotted him 30th among North American skaters) and then the 
March CHL/NHL Top Prospects Game. In Kitchener for the event, he 
performed well in the league’s combine testing, finishing with the third-
fastest time in its 30-metre backwards skate with a puck. Then scouts 
spoke of him as a standout for his poise on the big stage in a winning 
effort with Team White. 

“You could tell the guys that were coming unhinged or it was too big a 
moment for them, whereas he thrives in that,” Sandland said. “As the 
pace elevates, his game elevates. He can think and process the game at 
a high pace.” 

By year’s end, the 5-foot-11, 173-pound defenceman — who doesn’t turn 
18 until August 28, making him one of the youngest players in the 2022 
class — had put together one of the most productive age-adjusted 
seasons at his position in the CHL, posting 44 points and a plus-25 rating 
in 68 games while playing more than 22 minutes a game on a 48-17-3 
Blazers team. 

Leaguewide, his 44 points ranked third among all under-18 defencemen 
behind only first-round locks Denton Mateychuk and Kevin Korchinski. Of 
those 44 points, 28 of them were scored at five-on-five, for a 0.41 five-on-
five points-per-game clip that ranks ahead of more than a dozen recent 
first-round defencemen out of the CHL, including names like Henri 
Jokiharju, Mikhail Sergachev and Jakob Chychrun — and comparably to 
others like Thomas Chabot (0.42), Jamie Drysdale (0.43) and Ivan 
Provorov (0.43). 

When Aidelbaum went to see him play in early May when the Blazers 
were in Vancouver to play the Giants in the WHL playoffs, that success 
came as no surprise to her. 

“Everything that he does in his running shoes in the dryland setting, he 
can do in his skates on the ice. And that’s always the goal,” Aidelbaum 
said. “He’s very agile. He can go forwards, backwards, sideways, twists, 
turns. He’s got good edges. And he can rotate, which means he can 
snap his hips around in the turn. And rotation is a huge thing for a 
defenceman who is always going forwards, backwards, forwards, 
backwards.” 

Despite his strong play down the stretch and into Kamloops’ playoff run, 
though, his NHL Central Scouting ranking actually dropped from 30th to 
47th among North American skaters on their final list. 

Sandland thinks that sells him short. So does Williams, who has told 
scouts as much whenever they’ve called to ask about him this year. 

“At this point, he’s very physically underdeveloped. It’s one thing to be a 
late birthday and some kids have a full-grown beard. He’s still a young 
man,” Sandland said. “When he packs on what some of his peers have 
now, his game’s going to go through the roof.” 

When Mats Jr. is asked about his game and his hockey story, he talks 
about both through their ties to his two homes. 

He hasn’t been able to get back to his first home in Sweden these last 
couple of years due to the pandemic, but when his season finishes in 
Kamloops and he gets through his draft weekend in Montreal, the 
Lindgrens have plans to return to their oceanside summer house up 
north to visit with grandparents and cousins. 

“I’ve only been able to go back once since I moved here. It has been 
tough. So I’m really excited to go back,” Mats Jr. said. 
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At home in Vancouver, though he speaks English with his mom, the most 
common language spoken at the Lindgren residence remains Swedish. 
That’s what he, his sister, and his dad all talk (and they credit Vannessa 
for knowing it “really well” too). 

This year, the Lindgrens have put down roots in a third country, too. 
While Mats Sr. runs Lindgren Elite Hockey in Vancouver and Mats Jr. 
plays in Kamloops, Vannessa and Gabriella, who is now 15, have moved 
to the United States to train at a tennis academy in Florida while 
Gabriella tries to climb the ITF junior world rankings. After representing 
Tennis Canada for several years, Gabriella now wears Sweden’s flag. 

But Mats Jr. says he has no regrets about making the opposite decision. 

He also calls his little sister the real athlete of the family, something that 
comes as no surprise to his dad. 

“Matsy is first of all a very humble kid. And we care about each other in 
the family. If you were to ask Gabriella, she’d say the same thing about 
her brother. And she has the same attitudes as Matsy as far as the 
passion and dreaming high but also being willing to put in the time. So 
we want to give her that opportunity,” Mats Sr. said. “And in the 
meantime, I’m working here by myself. Those are the sacrifices that we 
have to do as a family. And sometimes it gets lonely when Mats is away 
with hockey and they’re away with tennis, but I wouldn’t like it any other 
way and any time you have a kid with that passion, it gives you a lot too.” 

During the pandemic, Mats Jr. finally got to see his dad play when 
Sportsnet rebroadcasted one of his old games on TV. When the entire 
family sat down to watch it together, Mats Sr. caught himself reminiscing 
about how much the game has changed since his day, and how much 
better Mats Jr. fits its next evolution than his checking game as a 6-foot-
2, 200-plus forward ever would have. 

“He was a very different player than me,” Mats Jr. said. “I’m an offensive 
defenceman. I love to use my skating. I love to create. I think I use my 
vision really well. I think I make the players around me better when I’m at 
my best, especially in the O-zone when I’m creating stuff and using my 
deception.” 

There have been times this year when Mats Sr. has admitted he hasn’t, 
for the first time in his life, had advice for his son. He can’t compare their 
draft years, because so much has changed in the three decades since 
his. 

He can’t compare who he was at 17 to Mats Jr. either, because Mats Jr. 
just seems to have it figured out in a way that he didn’t at that age. 

And that’s what he’s most proud of. 

When he talks about his son, he doesn’t talk about his skills as a hockey 
player — even though he knows them better than anyone from their 
countless hours spent on the ice together — but of the person he’s 
become. 

“He’s a really fun, caring young man. He’s a great kid. He really is,” Mats 
Sr. said. “It’s fun being a fan from the sideline for sure.” 

With reporting in Kitchener, Ont. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - X factors, predictions for New York 
Rangers-Pittsburgh Penguins, Calgary Flames-Dallas Stars Game 7s 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

We've made it to the final two games of the first round of the 2022 
Stanley Cup playoffs to determine which two clubs will advance and 
which two will get their summers started a little early. 

To help get you ready for Sunday's NHL Game 7s -- Pittsburgh Penguins 
at New York Rangers (7 p.m. ET, TNT) and Dallas Stars at Calgary 
Flames (9:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2) -- we're breaking down a path to victory 
for each team, identifying the X factors in both contests and predicting 
the final scores. 

Jump to: 

NYR-PIT 

CGY-DAL 

Pittsburgh Penguins at New York Rangers 

7 p.m. ET (TNT) | Watch live on ESPN 

Leading scorers: Sidney Crosby (2 G | 7 A) and Jake Guentzel (7 G | 2 
A), Penguins; 

Adam Fox (3 G | 6 A), Rangers 

Path to victory for Pittsburgh: Pittsburgh might not know well ahead of 
time whether Sidney Crosby or Tristan Jarry will be available in Game 7. 
But a team can hope (for both). 

Regardless of who's in the lineup, the Penguins should lean on what has 
generated success for them to date, and that's throwing off Rangers 
netminder Igor Shesterkin. The Vezina Trophy finalist was average at 
best through the series' first five games, and the Penguins created plenty 
of traffic and scoring opportunities to make that the case. Crosby was a 
primary factor in much of Pittsburgh's offensive success before being 
knocked out of Game 5, but the formula is there for the taking regardless 
of who's dressed in black and gold. 

Shesterkin has unquestionably been New York's MVP all season. So 
while slowing down the likes of Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Artemi 
Panarin is helpful, the way through for Pittsburgh is recognizing that, for 
whatever reason, Shesterkin is not impenetrable. That's the Penguins' 
open window to break through. -- Shilton 

Path to victory for New York: The easiest path to victory for the Rangers 
would be the one that didn't have a Crosby-shaped roadblock in the way. 
When he's in the lineup, the Penguins' top line dominates at 5-on-5 and 
acts as a stabilizing force in road games. When he's not in the lineup, the 
Penguins are an easily flustered bunch -- giving up two-goal leads in 
Games 5 and 6, post-Crosby -- whose special teams troubles are 
exacerbated. 

But outside of the Penguins' lineup, the key for the Rangers in Game 7 is 
not to be such a defensive pushover in the early part of the game. The 
Penguins built a lead in Game 6 because the Rangers were, to quote 
coach Gerard Gallant after Game 4, "playing soft." It's great that they can 
score in bunches and rally against Pittsburgh. It would be better, 
especially for Shesterkin, if they tightened up defensively at 5-on-5. -- 
Wyshynski 

Shilton's X factor: It's the depth scoring for the Penguins. Do they have it 
or not? Especially if Crosby is out for Game 7, and if the Rangers do their 
job minimizing the impact of Jake Guentzel, who else steps up to fill in 
the gaps? Bryan Rust has seven points in the playoffs. Jeff Carter has 
four goals in this series to date. Evan Rodrigues has three points in six 
games. The Penguins will have to throw the kitchen sink at Shesterkin to 
advance; this is not the time to hold back for anyone on Pittsburgh's 
bench with access to a puck. 

Wyshynski's X factor: Shesterkin might still have the sound of Penguins 
fans chanting his name as he takes the ice in Game 7, haunting him 
along with his performance in this series. The likely winner of the Vezina, 
Shesterkin has given up three or more goals in five of six games in the 
series, getting pulled twice in Pittsburgh. Yes, there have been odd 
bounces. Yes, the defense in front of him needed to be better. But these 
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were the things that Shesterkin handled brilliantly in the regular season 
that have just not translated to the postseason. 

All of that gets overwritten with a stellar Game 7, with a performance that 
mutes any "but can he win in the playoffs?" debate before it has a 
chance to develop. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 5-3 Penguins 

Wyshynski: With Crosby, 4-2 Penguins; without Crosby, 5-2 Rangers 

Dallas Stars at Calgary Flames 

9:30 p.m. ET | Watch live on ESPN2 

Leading scorers: Joe Pavelski (3 G | 2 A), Stars; 

Johnny Gaudreau (1 G | 5 A), Flames 

Path to victory for Dallas: Pick up the pace. The Stars' Game 6 win was 
arguably their most kinetic effort of the series, using their speed to create 
offensive chances and get back to interrupt Calgary rush attempts. 

The other key to Game 7 is to hope that the Stars' stars are the 
difference-makers. The line of Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz and Jason 
Robertson had a scoring-chance advantage of 12-1 at 5-on-5 in Game 6 
and scored a goal courtesy of Hintz. This was one of the most dominant 
lines in the regular season, and it can do the same in Game 7. If goalie 
Jake Oettinger continues to hold up his end of the bargain, Dallas is in 
business.-- Wyshynski 

Path to victory for Calgary: Shut down the Joe Pavelski line. That's it. 
That's the key. 

Calgary proved throughout the regular season to be a formidable, 
stiflingly good defensive team. For all of their own high-octane talent, 
what the Flames can't have is a repeat of Game 6, in which they're 
trading rush chances and getting frustrated that Oettinger is repeatedly 
up to the task of stopping them (side note: Calgary knows traffic in front 
of the goaltender is allowed right?). The Flames slamming the door and 
yelling on the bench won't help; injecting that passion into sound 
defensive-zone play, smart breakouts and a punishing forecheck that 
slows Dallas' best line will put Calgary on a fast track to the second 
round. -- Shilton 

Shilton's X factor: Elias Lindholm has been the Flames' most consistent 
on-ice presence in this series. There is rarely an ounce of flash to what 
he does, but Calgary doesn't need that. What the Flames need is quiet 
confidence and leadership to not let a terrific opportunity slip away. That's 
what Lindholm can offer. He's as likely as anyone to put pucks in the net. 
He can win a critical faceoff in any zone, and it genuinely feels like he 
can make a difference every shift. Lindholm shouldn't still be underrated. 
After Game 7, he might never be again. 

Wyshynski's X factor: This is why the Stars signed Pavelski in 2019. 
They wanted that player who could make a key play in a playoff game, 
whether it was on the defensive end or in scoring that one goal that puts 
them over the top. He has three goals and two assists in six playoff 
games against Calgary this postseason. He's fourth among active 
players with 64 postseason goals. Undoubtedly, he'll factor into whatever 
the Stars do in Game 7. It's just a matter of how much of a factor he'll be 
in the game. 

Final score prediction: Shilton: 5-3 Flames 

Wyshynski: 4-2 Flames 
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ESPN / Keys to the offseason for NHL teams, including draft, free-
agency game plans 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

The 2021-22 NHL season included a great deal of highlights, from the 
dominance of the Colorado Avalanche and Florida Panthers to the goal-
scoring prowess of Auston Matthews and Chris Kreider to spectacular 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, Frederik Andersen and Jacob 
Markstrom. 

But there can be only one team that gets to raise the Stanley Cup. For 
the rest, this offseason will be a critical time to restock for another playoff 
run, make that big free-agent signing to get over the hump or continue 
the slow build back to contention. It's time to identify their biggest needs 
as well as some solutions that can be explored. 

Read on for a look at what went wrong for each eliminated team, along 
with a breakdown of its biggest keys this offseason and realistic 
expectations for 2022-23. Note that more teams will be added to this 
story as they are officially eliminated from the playoffs. 

Go through every team's profile or skip ahead to your favorite team using 
the links below: 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written by Kristen 
Shilton, while Greg Wyshynski analyzed the Metro and Pacific teams. 
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Projected cap space per Spotrac. 

First-round exits 

Los Angeles Kings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,083,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Saying "Connor McDavid happened" would be accurate but a little 
myopic. 

The fact is that the Kings weren't yet ready for this moment, with such a 
young supporting cast surrounding the veterans who all brought it in this 
series -- Anze Kopitar, Jonathan Quick, Alex Iafallo and especially Phillip 
Danault. Would things have been different if defenseman Drew Doughty 
and forward Viktor Arvidsson weren't sidelined for the entire series? 
Undoubtedly, especially when it comes to Doughty, whom they could 
have deployed against McDavid or Leon Draisaitl (or both). 

But as it stands, the Kings gave the Oilers a heck of a series, and one 
that will benefit players like Sean Durzi, Mikey Anderson, Arthur Kaliyev, 
Carl Grundstrom and Quinton Byfield going forward. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goodbye to Dustin Brown, the 37-year-old winger who skated into 
retirement after this series. His contract coming off the books helped 
contribute to the Kings having over $20 million in open cap space, but 
only 14 players under contract for next season. 

Among the unrestricted free agents: Forward Andreas Athanasiou, 
defensemen Alex Edler, Olli Maatta and Troy Stecher. Among the 
restricted free agents: Forwards Adrian Kempe, Brendan Lemieux, Gabe 
Vilardi and Grundstrom; as well as Anderson and Durzi on D. 

GM Rob Blake has some negotiating ahead of him. But he also has 
some decisions to make. The Kings were aggressive in signing Danault 
last offseason, as their veteran stars wanted help. Will Blake add more 
veteran reinforcements in the offseason? Could Coyotes defenseman 
Jakob Chychrun return to their radar as a trade option? 
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Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kings are a playoff team, and there's no going back. That sweet spot 
where the veteran players are still viable and the young supporting cast 
is hitting its stride is very much still where the franchise will be next 
season. With a few additions to the defense corps, and a few players like 
Byfield and Rasmus Kupari leveling up, the Kings could make more than 
a cameo appearance in next season's playoffs. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,456,884 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd (WPG), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Toronto is its own worst enemy. Even when everything seems to be 
going right, the team finds a way to fall short. The Leafs had a terrific, 
record-setting regular season. They battled adversity and showed more 
resiliency than years past. They can claim one of the league's most 
prolific stars in Auston Matthews. And the list goes on from there. 

Toronto channeled all those positives into its first-round series with 
Tampa Bay, and were arguably the better team from start to finish. Plus -
- get this -- it was the core of Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander 
and John Tavares actually leading the way. 

So why has the offseason still come early for the Leafs? A lack of killer 
instinct has plagued them before. Failing to close out a team twice in a 
row, like they did against Tampa, suggests that's still a problem. The 
mental makeup of a team is harder to analyze than shoddy on-ice play. 
Toronto didn't fail because of the latter, which makes it that much more 
difficult to explain. How the Leafs justify and respond to yet another 
letdown when they repeatedly showed themselves capable of getting the 
job done will say a lot about what their next chapter looks like. 

Keys to the offseason 

There have to be changes coming in Toronto. It seems likely those will 
start in the front office. President Brendan Shanahan and general 
manager Kyle Dubas will be first to answer for another first-round blow. 
How does that end? Both execs have doubled (and tripled) down on the 
Leafs and their core over the past two years in particular. The plan hasn't 
worked. Has the time come to go in a new direction? Toronto didn't play 
badly in the postseason. It was a better series than any other they've 
played under Shanahan and Dubas. And it'll be difficult to make massive 
alterations considering the Leafs have little cap space with which to 
maneuver. 

Combine all those factors and it's safe to say everything is on the table 
for Toronto. What will it do with pending unrestricted free-agent goalie 
Jack Campbell, who covets a big payday the Leafs might be unable to 
accommodate? And if it's not Campbell in net, where does Toronto go 
next? If the Leafs continue going younger on defense and hand more 
responsibility to Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren, what will that 
mean for Jake Muzzin? 

So many questions for the Leafs to answer. So much disappointment that 
needs to be overcome. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Toronto won't be completely dismantled so Matthews, Marner and 
company will keep them in the playoff conversation. Will they be a 
contender, though? What to expect from the Leafs long term hinges on 
how they address the goaltending situation, first and foremost. But 
Toronto should go into next season believing it can get back to the 
postseason. 

Boston Bruins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $5,370,834 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CGY), 4th, 6th, 7th (OTT), 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Bruins have talent. They just didn't get enough consistency out of it. 
And too often, Boston's best players were out of the lineup. The Bruins 
were hammered by injuries from start to finish of the regular and 
postseason, losing Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Brandon Carlo, 
Hampus Lindholm and others at the worst times. It never felt like Boston 
could get in a rhythm with regular lines and pairings, or that the team 
could truly establish an identity this postseason -- losing Charlie McAvoy 
to the COVID protocol for a game didn't help. 

It would be easy to blame the Bruins' aging core, but in the postseason, 
reuniting Brad Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak gave Boston its biggest 
spark. A lack of depth scoring was likely the Bruins' bigger problem. Only 
five players generated 20 or more goals this season, and there was too 
much disparity between the organization's top and bottom. As more injury 
issues piled up down the stretch, it felt like the Bruins simply ran out of 
gas into the playoffs. 

Keys to the offseason 

Boston needs to know what's next for Bergeron. The 36-year-old is a 
pending unrestricted free agent who, as mentioned, dealt with a number 
of injuries this season. It's unlikely Bergeron would want to sign 
elsewhere after spending his entire career in Boston, but the direction 
this team is headed could influence his decision making as well. 

Jake DeBrusk is a question mark as well. His trade request was never 
rescinded; is this the summer general manager Don Sweeney finds 
DeBrusk a new home? 

Once those immediate concerns are addressed, Sweeney has to figure 
out how to fill out his roster with more scoring. Boston swung big on 
Lindholm at the trade deadline and signed him to a long-term extension; 
now Sweeney has to find similarly impactful pieces that will contribute on 
the scoresheet and fit the Bruins' mold of playing physical, intimidating 
hockey. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Bruins will be a playoff contender again. Whether they'll be more 
than a one-round wonder will depend heavily on how well Sweeney takes 
care of summer business. 

Washington Capitals 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $7,289,167 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (WPG), 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Capitals had them -- twice. 

It was Game 4 in D.C. After T.J. Oshie sent Sam Bennett into Northern 
Virginia with an open-ice hit, Evgeny Kuznetsov went the other way and 
scored to give Washington a third-period lead. Win that game, and it's a 
3-1 series. Instead, the Panthers tied the game and Carter Verhaeghe 
won it in overtime. 

Then came Game 5 in Sunrise. The Capitals built a 3-0 lead and could 
have flown back to Washington with a chance to close the series ... only 
to have the Cardiac Cats rally for a 5-3 win. These missed opportunities -
- and an injury to top-line winger and series disruptor Tom Wilson -- led 
to their eventual demise, and into an intriguing offseason. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Capitals already have 18 players under contract for next season, 
including core players who are all 30 years old (or older) next season. 
They were a 100-point team thanks primarily to a 50-goal, 90-point 
season by the Russian Machine Alex Ovechkin. Players like Nicklas 
Backstrom and Oshie were limited by injury, and didn't have their usual 
offensive outputs, but they fared well in the postseason. Hence, the 
Capitals feel like one of those late-stage contenders that just needs to 
secure an invitation to the party and then will see how long they can 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 15, 2022 

 

dance. It's possible that, given the contracts on the roster, they run it 
back with much of this roster in 2022-23. 

But not all of this roster. Trade deadline forward pickups Marcus 
Johansson and Johan Larsson are unrestricted free agents, as is 
defenseman Justin Schultz. 

The goaltending situation is most interesting. Both Vitek Vanecek and 
Ilya Samsonov are restricted free agents. Vanecek had a solid regular 
season and a lousy postseason; Samsonov had a below-replacement-
level regular season but played well in the playoffs, despite the series 
result. Do the Capitals seek an upgrade here? Do they see anything in 
third-stringer Zach Fucale? And if they do return Samsonov and 
Vanecek, at what cost and for how long? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Ovechkin continues to be Ovechkin, which means the Capitals are still 
going to be a team sniffing around a playoff berth. He's 22 goals away 
from passing Gordie Howe for second all-time in goals and just 115 goals 
away from breaking Wayne Gretzky's seemingly unbreakable mark of 
894 goals. But the team could use some upgrades on the blue line and in 
goal, as the Eastern Conference should have a bit more balance in 2022-
23 compared with this season's leisurely stroll to the playoffs. 

Minnesota Wild 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,719,745 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (VAN), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

When it mattered most, Minnesota's stars did their job. The Wild simply 
didn't get enough out of their depth players. That wasn't a glaring issue 
for Minnesota in the regular season, but was a defining factor in their 
first-round loss to St. Louis. And it wasn't just an offensive problem either; 
it was all over the ice. 

Minnesota needed more defensive buy-in, more confidence on special 
teams, and more key saves from goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. That's 
why general manager Bill Guerin acquired Fleury at the deadline, to 
make Minnesota a true Cup contender with rock-solid, reigning Vezina 
Trophy winner level goaltending. Fleury was shaky when the Wild 
needed him to be inspiring. And since coach Dean Evason gave the 
crease to Fleury over Cam Talbot, despite the latter's excellent play all 
season, Minnesota couldn't switch goalies so late in a playoff series. 
They needed Fleury to rebound along with his teammates, and the bet 
didn't pay out. 

Keys to the offseason 

To be honest, the Wild are in pretty good shape roster-wise. The largest 
hurdle ahead is that starting in 2022-23, Minnesota is carrying 
$12,743,588 in dead cap space from the Ryan Suter and Zach Parise 
buyouts. That's around 15% of their space, and will absolutely impact 
what the Wild can do moving forward. 

Guerin's most high-profile negotiation projects to be with pending 
restricted free agent Kevin Fiala. The forward tallied 85 points in 82 
games and, is arbitration-eligible again after playing on a one-year, $5.1 
million contract in 2021-22. Is this when Guerin makes a long-term with 
Fiala? 

After that, the biggest question mark for Minnesota might be -- surprise, 
surprise -- goaltending. Fleury will be a free agent this summer, but 
Talbot is signed for another season. The Wild have a solid option at 
starter, but who supports Talbot? Also, what's the next contract for 
pending RFA defenseman Jacob Middleton? He was brought in from San 
Jose at the deadline and moved all the way up to Minnesota's top pairing 
in the playoffs. Another deal for Guerin to get done. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Depending how Minnesota navigates its cap-space concerns, the Wild 
could retool and take another shot at a long playoff run. They have 

sensational talents in Kirill Kaprizov, Mats Zuccarello and others. There 
are strong pieces on the back end, including Jonas Brodin, Jared 
Spurgeon and Middleton. The Wild should learn from disappointment and 
build off of it. 

Nashville Predators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,270,255 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 3rd (LA), 4th, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

There's no way to sugarcoat this one: The Predators went as far as 
Juuse Saros could take them. That's nothing against Roman Josi, Matt 
Duchene or any of Nashville's other top performers. It was Saros who 
kept Nashville afloat during tough stretches of the regular season; and 
once he was ruled out to start the postseason due to a high ankle sprain, 
it was clear how much goalie depth was a problem for the Predators. 
David Rittich was quickly usurped by Connor Ingram after a poor Game 1 
performance, and there was simply no way Nashville could go goal-for-
goal with Colorado without Saros manning the crease. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, general manager David Poile has to work things out 
(or not) with upcoming free agent Filip Forsberg. Poile opted not to trade 
Forsberg before March's deadline, believing he would be a valuable 
asset in the Predators' playoff push and that there was time to get a deal 
done over the summer. But Forsberg turned up zero points in four 
postseason contests, and how much that impacts his value after a 42-
goal, 84-point regular season remains to be seen. After Forsberg, the 
Predators have to examine their defense and decide if it's strong enough 
behind Josi. Rookie Alexandre Carrier should be able to make strides in 
the future, but Nashville's blue-line depth could use some veteran 
additions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Nashville has a good core in place. Saros is an outstanding No. 1 
goaltender, while Duchene, Josi and Ryan Johansen are around the 
prime of their careers. Forsberg is the true question mark. With him in the 
fold and a healthy Saros, there's no reason Nashville can't be in the 
playoff picture again next season. However, if Forsberg moves on, that's 
a massive hole Poile will need to fill in order for Nashville to stay on pace. 

Non-playoff teams 

Anaheim Ducks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $34,792,500 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (BOS), 2nd, 2nd (PIT), 4th, 5th, 5th (TOR), 6th 
(NSH) 

What went wrong? 

There's a concept in sports called "the rookie wall," in which young 
players will have extraordinary success for a portion of the season but 
are unable to sustain it. The Ducks had their share of young players in 
2021-22, many of them making an impact to turn Anaheim into a 
surprising contender. But things changed in early March. The Ducks went 
winless in 11 straight games, and won only four times in a 23-game 
stretch. 

Before that, Anaheim seemed ahead of schedule in its return to 
relevance. Forward Troy Terry had a career offensive season. Center 
Trevor Zegras electrified the NHL with his over-the-net passing and 
lacrosse-style goals. Defenseman Jamie Drysdale, at age 19 for most of 
the season, played nearly 20 minutes a night. The Ducks hung tough in 
the Pacific until that skid. 

New GM Pat Verbeek -- hired on Feb. 2 to replace Bob Murray, who 
entered a treatment program for alcohol abuse amid allegations of 
professional misconduct -- moved veterans Hampus Lindholm, Josh 
Manson and Rickard Rakell at the trade deadline. That signaled the 
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Ducks were punting on the season as well as beginning a generational 
shift for the franchise, one that was underscored by the retirement 
announcement from center Ryan Getzlaf. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Ducks have some housekeeping to handle, with free agents in 
forwards Sonny Milano (RFA), Sam Steel (RFA), Isac Lundestrom (RFA), 
Zach Aston-Reese (UFA) and defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (RFA). 

Beyond that, it's full speed toward a bright future. Coach Dallas Eakins 
had his contract option picked up for the 2022-23 season. One question 
for Verbeek is whether to bring more of the team's prospects -- forwards 
Jacob Perreault and Mason McTavish, defenseman Drew Helleson -- into 
prominent roles or add veterans as stopgaps? Another question for 
Verbeek: How much of a roster that he didn't build does he see as part of 
the Ducks' future? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It's hard to shake the image of the high-flying Ducks from earlier this 
season, infused with the energy of their young stars and playing an 
exciting brand of hockey. That offense dipped as the season went on and 
their defense -- which wasn't all that strong to begin with -- spiraled 
during the long winless streak. Both are indicative of an inexperienced 
team, and with a season under their belts, the young Ducks may be 
ready to soar into the playoff picture in the Pacific next season. But 
there's no rush. They're on the right flight path. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $38,069,000 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CAR), 1st (COL), 2nd, 2nd (PHI), 2nd (SJ), 2nd 
(NYI), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Arizona has had talent problems. The NHL's lowest-scoring team 
struggled to generate offense and to capitalize on chances when it did. In 
well over one-third of their games this season, the Coyotes were either 
shut out or scored a single goal. It wasn't a model for success. 

Arizona also missed out on getting a big year from its best player, Jakob 
Chychrun. After he scored 18 goals and 41 points last season, Chychrun 
had only 21 points in 47 games in an injury-plagued campaign. That 
certainly impacted the Coyotes negatively on both ends of the ice, given 
their constant difficulties keeping pucks out of the net as well. 

In the final few weeks and months, though, a tidal wave of injury 
problems simply capsized the Coyotes. Clayton Keller, Christian Fischer, 
Lawson Crouse, Chychrun and others missed time with various ailments. 
It would be nearly impossible for any team to lose that many crucial 
bodies and carry on with any level of success. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Coyotes are being evicted from their current lodging at Gila River 
Arena and will begin playing in a much cozier venue at Arizona State 
University. That will be quite the transition for Arizona as it is; at the same 
time, GM Bill Armstrong has to entice more players into the fold. The 
Coyotes need scoring, dynamic two-way skaters and guys who will sign 
multiyear deals. Those boxes won't be easy to check. 

At the same time, Armstrong must decide on Chychrun's future. He took 
many calls on the defenseman prior to the March trade deadline but 
decided to stand pat. Will that hold into the summer as well? Chychrun 
had a down year, but he's still viewed as a valuable commodity. Is now 
the time for Armstrong to swap out his elite defender for some firepower? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Getting everyone back and healthy will be critical, of course. And 
deciding whom to lean on in the net (Karel Vejmelka? Harri Sateri? 
Someone else?) is another key. If the Coyotes pick right, and Armstrong 
can fill in the other gaps through trades and free agency, it's reasonable 

to think Arizona will be better than this season. How much better? Not 
playoff bound. But not a bottom-feeder. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $42,114,166 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (FLA), 1st (VGK), 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th (NJ), 6th, 
6th (CGY), 7th 

What went wrong? 

In a word: goaltending. Buffalo actually started the season fine, winning 
five of its first seven games. Then starting goaltender Craig Anderson got 
hurt Nov. 2 and wouldn't return until Jan. 29. The Sabres went 8-19-6 
without him and averaged the third-most goals against (3.76) while 
cycling through five other options in the crease. The lack of consistency 
at such an important position undoubtedly hurt the Sabres' prospects. 
Same goes with defense. Rasmus Dahlin came into his own this season 
but it was a process. The early-season growing pains for that entire blue 
line in finding a rhythm took its toll as well. 

There also was the Jack Eichel trade in November, which removed a top 
talent from Buffalo's ranks but brought Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs in 
return. Eichel, of course, would not play until February following surgery 
on a herniated disc, but losing contributions like his from your lineup -- at 
any point -- is going to be an adjustment. 

Keys to the offseason 

Again: goaltending. Who is Buffalo going to tap for next season? In a 
perfect world, the Sabres could re-sign Anderson and have him be half of 
a one-two tandem with Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. That would give Buffalo 
a known veteran commodity in Anderson to mentor the up-and-coming 
Luukkonen, who was the team's second-round pick in 2017 and -- the 
Sabres hope -- is Buffalo's goaltender of the future. If that scenario 
doesn't appeal to them, then GM Kevyn Adams will have to work the 
trade market and/or free agency to find a reliable goaltending duo so 
Buffalo doesn't run into the same troubles it experienced this season. 

The Sabres' other priorities will revolve around their burgeoning core. 
Owen Power has arrived. Ryan Johnson is on the horizon. Dahlin is a 
rising star. Adams should be on the lookout for potential veteran 
additions for the blue line to maximize that group's potential. Up front, 
Tage Thompson, Dylan Cozens, Tuch, Krebs & Co. project to build on a 
solid final third of this campaign. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Playoffs? Playoffs! There is no reason -- if Buffalo can get its goaltending 
settled -- that this team won't push for its first postseason appearance 
since 2010-11. The Sabres have played some great hockey since March. 
Coach Don Granato can see the chemistry emerging and will keep 
nurturing it. Buffalo should relish coming into next season with more than 
a hint of swagger. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,741,667 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 2nd (MIN), 3rd (VGK), 3rd (EDM), 3rd (TOR), 6th, 
6th (CBJ), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Well, let's begin with Jeremy Colliton. Chicago went 1-9-2 to start the 
season before Colliton was relieved of his duties as coach. Derek King 
stepped in as the interim coach, and there was a requisite bump of better 
play that wouldn't last. Chicago could never find consistency offensively 
or defensively. 

Outside of Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel (prior to his 
being traded), the Blackhawks were continuously looking for more 
players to contribute. Some would, in spurts, but never for long enough to 
give Chicago the momentum it needed. Defensively there was little 
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cohesion at times, whether due to an apparent adjustment period for 
Seth Jones early on or just a lack of chemistry among teammates. 

Then there was the simple matter of unexpectedly difficult seasons for 
some players, such as Dominik Kubalik and Kirby Dach. And once Marc-
Andre Fleury was traded at the deadline, the goaltending suffered (the 
Blackhawks were in the bottom five in goals against following Fleury's 
departure) and it was a slow slide to the regular-season finish line. 

Keys to the offseason 

Chicago is rebuilding. That's rarely a simple process. 

GM Kyle Davidson will have to assess the organization top to bottom and 
figure out who's staying and who's going. That starts with King behind the 
bench. Will he remain or will Davidson start a broader search for his 
replacement? 

There has been talk about whether it's time for the Blackhawks to move 
on from Kane and Jonathan Toews and hand the keys to the next 
generation. Moving Hagel was already a sign Davidson won't be shy 
about making changes. Is this a tear-down operation? Or are there 
veteran pillars in place that can support Chicago's new wave of talent? 
Those are heavy questions, and the Blackhawks' path ahead hinges on 
how they're answered. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Keep them low. It will be some time before Chicago is back to its former 
glory. The team's primary goal for next season should include becoming 
tougher to play against. Too often this season the Blackhawks were an 
easy out. Rebuilding can be a grind mentally on players, but whoever 
comprises this roster in the coming years will have to persevere. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,203,272 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CHI), 2nd, 3rd (TB), 4th, 4th (TOR), 7th (ANA) 

What went wrong? 

It was a transitional season for the Blue Jackets. In the past year, they 
traded disgruntled No. 1 center Pierre Luc-Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets 
for Patrik Laine; traded defenseman David Savard to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning; traded star defenseman Seth Jones to the Chicago 
Blackhawks before he could walk away as a free agent; and replaced 
head coach John Tortorella with assistant Brad Larsen, who vowed to 
give some players a chance to shine in bigger roles in 2021-22. 

Shine, some of them did. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov saw an 
increase in ice time and a jump in points. Cole Sillinger, 18, had a 
promising rookie season. Best of all, Laine became Laine again with a 
point-per-game season that earned him increased ice time. 

But a lineup in transition meant it was a rough ride at times. The Blue 
Jackets went through a 2-10-1 stretch from December to January that 
torpedoed their record. Important players such as Laine, Boone Jenner, 
Alexandre Texier, Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist missed chunks of 
time. Most of all, the Blue Jackets were one of the worst defensive teams 
in the NHL, near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 expected goals 
against. 

That defense was in front of goaltending that saw Elvis Merzlikins' save 
percentage decline for the third straight season and Joonas Korpisalo 
become one of the league's most mediocre goaltenders -- although 
obviously this critique of the position comes with the caveat that the Blue 
Jackets were missing the late Matiss Kivlenieks in every sense of the 
word. 

Keys to the offseason 

Priority No. 1 is Laine. He's a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 
who made $7.5 million against the cap on a one-year deal. This season 
should be enough proof of concept to earn him a long-term contract as 
one of the Jackets' franchise pillars, although that hasn't materialized yet. 

In terms of roster construction, the Blue Jackets could use a couple of 
veterans to help out on the defensive end, potentially through free 
agency, and preferably ones who could bring the lineup the size and 
physicality that was lacking this season. Merzlikins begins a new five-
year contract in 2022-23; assuming Korpisalo is gone, will Columbus pair 
Merzlikins with promising Daniil Tarasov or bring in another veteran? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Blue Jackets scored more (13th in the NHL in goals per game) than 
their underlying numbers would have indicated (23rd in expected goals 
per 60 minutes). That said, their offensive is going to be OK. The bigger 
problem is on the other side of the ice. If Larsen can find solutions 
tactically or GM Jarmo Kekäläinen can find some externally, the Jackets 
could be back in wild-card contention -- provided they're healthy. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $35,376,944 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (WSH), 3rd, 4th, 4th (VGK), 4th (COL), 
5th, 7th, 7th (LA) 

What went wrong? 

Inconsistency is a hallmark of rebuilding teams. The Red Wings were no 
exception. Their first 25 games (with a 13-9-3 record) this season wound 
up being a microcosm of what would unfurl the rest of the way, with 
strings of great performances punctuated by too-long runs of cringe-
worthy losses. After that initial burst over .500, the Red Wings won only 
17 of their next 52 games. 

Detroit's team defense was the major problem, and made the Red Wings 
among the league's worst clubs in high-danger chances allowed. Outside 
of rookie phenom Moritz Seider, Detroit didn't have many standouts on 
the back end. The poor habits being exhibited just seemed to permeate 
everywhere else over time and hampered any progress Detroit was able 
to make. 

The Red Wings also were lacking in secondary contributors. Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Lucas Raymond were electric at times, but 
Filip Zadina, Givani Smith and Adam Erne failed to take flight. It became 
a matter of too many passengers and not enough helpers. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, Detroit's defense must be addressed. Filip Hronek 
and Jordan Oesterle are the only veterans signed for next season. To 
improve their execution defensively, the Red Wings will need the right 
personnel leading the way. 

After that are bigger-picture issues. Is GM Steve Yzerman still committed 
to this extended rebuild? Who will he trust in as his next coach? Those 
questions need answering -- and not with words but actions. Larkin and 
Bertuzzi, in their mid-20s, are signed for one and two more seasons, 
respectively; are they willing to play more of their prime years for a non-
contending team? Blashill had been at Detroit's helm since 2015-16. Who 
will take over next? 

There are some great contributors in place on the ice -- Seider, Raymond 
and Alex Nedeljkovic among them -- so the key will be figuring out how 
best to support that young core going forward. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Until Yzerman starts working his magic in the offseason, it's tough to 
proclaim that the Red Wings will be markedly better next year. There are 
some impressive prospects in Detroit's pipeline, including Simon 
Edvinsson and Jonatan Berggren, who could find their way into the big 
club's roster conversation. If the Red Wings intend to ride with their 
young core again and see how far it can take them, there could be 
another spring with no playoffs on their horizon. 

But if the payoff for that is crafting an identity and foundation for the team 
that will sustain it for years to come, well, maybe that's worth pursuing. 
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Montreal Canadiens 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,359,524 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CGY), 2nd, 2nd (EDM), 3rd, 3rd (ANA), 3rd 
(CAR), 4th, 4th (TB), 4th (NYR), 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th (STL) 

What went wrong? 

It took Montreal 50 games to hit 10 wins. What didn't go wrong for this 
team? 

Within months of having played Tampa in the Stanley Cup Final, 
Montreal had fired GM Marc Bergevin (on Nov. 29) and coach Dominique 
Ducharme (on Feb. 9). It wasn't any one glaring issue that made the 
Canadiens so hapless, either. Carey Price being unavailable because of 
injury and a stint in the NHL's player assistance program was not ideal, 
but hardly insurmountable. Montreal was just a disjointed team. Exciting 
talents such as Cole Caufield were floundering. The defense was 
atrocious. One thing after another made attempts at improvement feel 
more and more futile. 

GM Kent Hughes and coach Martin St. Louis stepped in along the way 
and gave Montreal a pulse; it was just too late to salvage much in the 
standings. But St. Louis got Caufield firing, Price returned to game action 
and the Canadiens played with appreciably more pride. 

Keys to the offseason 

It should go without saying that St. Louis deserves to have the interim tag 
removed and sign a long-term deal as Montreal's coach. That will be the 
easiest move Hughes makes before September. 

From there, Montreal has to determine what's next for Price. So much of 
how Hughes navigates the coming months will hinge on his starting 
goaltender. Can Price step back into that elite, full-time role Montreal is 
accustomed to getting from him? Given Price's recent injury issues, does 
Hughes have to address the goaltending position either way, even with 
Jake Allen signed for another year? Figuring out who'll be manning the 
crease is job one. 

After that, Hughes will need to put his defense back in order following 
Ben Chiarot's trade and with Shea Weber out indefinitely with lingering 
injuries. Trading Jeff Petry has long been on the table, and Montreal 
doesn't have a deep swatch of veterans signed after him. Hughes will 
have to restock the shelves. What decisions he makes will push Montreal 
in its next direction, likely leaning into the youth movement brought by 
Caufield, Nick Suzuki and others while balancing veteran contributions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Montreal responded well to St. Louis. Over his first two months, the 
Canadiens were better than .500 at 12-11-4. Montreal did begin to fall off 
again later in April -- losing Allen to injury didn't help -- but that shouldn't 
reflect poorly on St. Louis. Give him an offseason and training camp to 
really get a feel for this team, and there will be plenty of reasons for 
optimism. 

Depending where Montreal falls in the draft lottery and how Hughes can 
wield the many picks he has -- including seven in the first three rounds of 
July's draft -- the Canadiens could avoid a full rebuild and come back as 
a retooled group. 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,334,168 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th (NYI), 4th (EDM), 5th (CBJ), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

The goaltending. For the second straight season, the Devils' best-laid 
plans for their netminders went awry. In 2020-21, it was veteran Corey 
Crawford retiring after signing as a free agent. In 2021-22, it was another 
veteran in Jonathan Bernier playing just 10 games after the Devils signed 

him to pair with Mackenzie Blackwood. To their chagrin, Blackwood 
regressed to a .894 save percentage and played barely above 
replacement level ... when he played. The Devils ended up using seven 
goaltenders this season because of injuries, finishing near the bottom of 
the league in save percentage for the second straight season. 

Injuries were the story among the skaters too. Jack Hughes, having his 
best NHL season, was limited to 49 games, scoring 56 points. Free-
agent prize Dougie Hamilton missed 17 games because of a jaw injury in 
an underwhelming first season in New Jersey. Nico Hischier also missed 
time. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goaltending is the whole ballgame. The Devils were 12th in expected 
goals against per 60 minutes in all situations and 28th in goals-against 
average. They have to make a decision on Blackwood, figure out what 
they have in Nico Daws, then see if Bernier can return from his hip 
ailment or if the Devils need to find a veteran solution for the third straight 
offseason. 

Beyond that, the Devils will have considerable salary-cap space to 
address a few other vital needs: replacing veteran defenseman P.K. 
Subban, who is an unrestricted free agent; adding skilled size to Hughes' 
line; and re-signing leading scorer and restricted free agent Jesper Bratt, 
who leveled up considerably this season. 

The other issue to address is coach Lindy Ruff, who has a .398 winning 
percentage in two seasons with the Devils and is signed through next 
season. Will New Jersey make a change in the offseason or will Ruff 
have a chance to coach under better goaltending conditions (in theory)? 
If he stays, it wouldn't be surprising to see a change in assistant coaches 
given the Devils' special team struggles. 

Meanwhile, the Devils are back in the draft lottery, where they've had 
some luck. Given their depth at center, would they opt for Slovak winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky or his countryman, defenseman Simon Nemec? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but the Devils won't be doing anything 
except wallowing in the draft lottery again if they can't get better 
goaltending. There's a lot to like here: New Jersey should be a top-10 
scoring team next season, given its talent. If the Devils use their 
considerable cap space smartly, they could finally circle back to playoff 
contention. 

New York Islanders 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $10,630,833 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (COL), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

After two straight trips to the NHL's penultimate playoff round, the 
Islanders had the most disappointing season of any team in 2021-22, 
digging themselves an early-season hole from which they could never 
escape. 

They started with 13 straight road games as the finishing touches on their 
new arena were completed, going 5-8-0. When they finally played at UBS 
Arena, it was not a happy homecoming: The Islanders went winless in 
their first seven games in the new barn, as part of an 11-game winless 
streak overall. On Dec. 5, the Islanders were 5-10-5. They never 
recovered to enter the playoff picture. 

They went from being the 12th-ranked defensive team at even strength 
(per expected goals against) over the previous two seasons to being 25th 
this season. Typically dependable players like Anthony Beauvillier and 
Kyle Palmieri didn't hit their offensive marks, while forward Oliver 
Wahlstrom couldn't build on his promising rookie season. 

There were personal highlights, such as Brock Nelson's best goal-scoring 
season, Noah Dobson's breakout year and Ilya Sorokin's Vezina-caliber 
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goaltending. But it didn't add up for the Islanders, who looked slow and 
old in a fast and young league. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Lou Lamoriello must address the team's blue line. Dobson needs a 
new contract. Andy Greene and Zdeno Chara are both free agents and 
past their prime, while free agent Sebastian Aho was generally 
ineffective. Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov -- who will be in the final year 
of his contract next season -- can only paper over so much of the 
Islanders' troubles on defense. 

After that, Lamoriello has to determine whether the team's struggles were 
anomalous or systemic. Will he try to trade off some of his 30-and-older 
players on long-term contracts? Or does he run it all back next season 
with hopes that the pieces he's assembled still can click for a Cup run? 

One thing we do know: Barry Trotz will not be backed, as he was fired on 
May 9. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Bringing back Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise on new contracts would 
indicate that Lamoriello is willing to keep this core together for another 
kick at the can. With a few tweaks, especially on defense, perhaps the 
Islanders have another run in them, especially with their goaltending. A 
better start and some new bodies in the lineup should mean they'll be a 
heck of a lot closer to the postseason than they were this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $23,303,929 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TB), 3rd, 3rd (BOS), 4th, 5th, 5th (WPG), 
5th (BOS), 6th, 7th (NYI) 

What went wrong? 

The Senators thought the rebuild was over. They thought wrong. 

Why? Let's start with goaltending. Matt Murray was hardly the Senators' 
savior there, losing seven straight to start the season and six straight in 
the back half of his campaign before exiting in early March with an injury. 
That's not what Ottawa needed from its supposed starter. And with his 
own subpar play, Filip Gustavsson didn't fill the void effectively. 

Murray wasn't the only one who fell below expectations, though. Tim 
Stutzle also came out slowly (on the score sheet anyway), notching only 
one goal in his first 21 games, epitomizing a lineup that struggled to 
score as a whole. Ottawa just never got the leaps and bounds from some 
of its younger stars early on, then couldn't overcome its deficiencies later. 
That became especially true after Drake Batherson, the Sens' leading 
point-getter, was lost to an injury right before the All-Star break. 

Then there were the defensive inconsistencies: odd-man rushes, sloppy 
in-zone coverage, bad decision-making with the puck. All the little 
negative habits that add up to negative results. 

Keys to the offseason 

Murray hasn't played an NHL game since March 5. How is GM Pierre 
Dorion going to address that position for next season? Anton Forsberg 
has had a solid final third of the season and signed a three-year deal to 
stick with the Senators. If Murray can get healthy, will Ottawa trust him to 
stay that way and be part of a tandem with Forsberg? Do the Sens have 
any other choice? Shoring up the goaltending, one way or another, will 
be critical to Ottawa's hopes for a turnaround. 

Dealing with their defensive problems will also be key. Dorion added 
Travis Hamonic at the trade deadline, but he'll need to do more work to 
help Ottawa keep the puck out of its own net. The Senators have cap 
space available to rectify these issues; it's on Dorion to find the right mix. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

At this stage, it's hard to think of Ottawa in the playoff conversation next 
season. Unless, of course, Dorion takes some big swings in free agency 

and can get some difference-making defensive players. The Senators 
have great talent up front in Stutzle, Batherson and Brady Tkachuk. Even 
if all three improve upon this campaign, more tweaks are necessary 
before we can say Ottawa realistically moves the needle next season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,803,143 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

This season was a debacle for the Flyers. Coach Alain Vigneault was 
fired after an 8-10-4 start and replaced by assistant coach Mike Yeo on 
an interim basis. Under the former Wild and Blues head coach, the Flyers 
would win just 16 of their next 56 games. They missed key players to 
injury in center Sean Couturier (29 games played), forward Kevin Hayes 
(44 games) and defenseman Ryan Ellis (4 games), a significant 
offseason acquisition who was expected to solidify the defensive corps. A 
slight uptick in goaltending quality by maligned franchise netminder 
Carter Hart was undercut by a penalty kill that saw the Flyers finish near 
the bottom of the league. 

It was a season also marred by tragedy, as Hayes lost his brother, former 
NHL player Jimmy Hayes, last August. It was also overshadowed by the 
saga of captain Claude Giroux, the career Flyer whose time with the 
team ended after a deadline trade to the Florida Panthers. 

Too many injuries, too many ineffective performances and not enough 
impact from GM Chuck Fletcher's offseason additions in Ellis, Rasmus 
Ristolainen, Keith Yandle and Martin Jones (although Cam Atkinson 
played well in his first season in Philly). 

Keys to the offseason 

Fletcher has spoken about an "aggressive retool" in the offseason, 
believing there are enough pieces on the roster, with some 
augmentation, to contend next season. That retool is going to have to be 
quite aggressive: The Flyers need to replace Giroux's offense and 
probably add another established scorer beyond that. 

Will they seek to move forward James van Riemsdyk, who carries a $7 
million cap hit into the final year of his contract? Will those rumors about 
Ivan Provorov's availability result in a trade? There are plenty of 
directions to take the retool. 

Obviously, an NHL draft lottery win would help. The Flyers could certainly 
use a Shane Wright or a Logan Cooley at center, or Simon Nemec on 
defense. 

But beyond the roster, Fletcher will need to hire a new head coach. 
There has been a lot of speculation that the Flyers will seek out TNT 
commentator and Philly fan favorite Rick Tocchet to take over the bench. 
Or does a team seeking better fundamental 5-on-5 play make overtures 
to another coach-turned-commentator in John Tortorella? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

If they're healthier. If their offseason acquisitions are uniformly more 
impactful than last season's were and don't detract from other areas of 
the team. If they choose the right coach. If some of the younger players 
getting time this season -- Noah Cates, Ronnie Attard, Bobby Brink, 
Morgan Frost, Owen Tippett -- level up, and Hart continues to trend back 
to his previous standards. If all of this -- or at least most of it -- happens, 
the Flyers could return to playoff contention. But that's a lot of ifs. 

San Jose Sharks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $13,003,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th (BUF), 6th, 7th, 7th (ARI), 7th 
(MIN) 

What went wrong? 
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Not much was expected from the Sharks this season, but they improved 
incrementally. 

They were a .438 points percentage team last season; they had a .468 
points percentage through 77 games this season. Their goaltending 
improved from 29th last season to 20th this season, thanks to the 
acquisitions of James Reimer, Adin Hill and eventually goalie Kaapo 
Kahkonen, whom they acquired from Minnesota in a trade for 
defenseman Jacob Middleton. 

But their offense dropped from seventh in expected goals per 60 minutes 
in all situations last season to 27th this season. Part of that could be 
attributed to the loss of forward Evander Kane, as the Sharks terminated 
Kane's deal for what they said was a breach of contract and for violating 
COVID-19 protocols. He was their leading scorer last season, but it was 
clear that the relationship had run its course. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first is finding the next general manager after Doug Wilson stepped 
down this season. Joe Will is the team's interim GM and may end up 
running their draft as they meticulously comb through candidates to 
succeed Wilson, who was with San Jose for 19 seasons. 

Whoever takes over inherits a veteran roster filled with long-term 
contracts. The Sharks have $42.6 million in salary committed to the 
2024-25 season for Logan Couture, Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic and now Tomas Hertl, whom they signed before the trade 
deadline. That's an expensive core with ample trade protection. Unless 
something dramatic changes, the Sharks will have to find ways to build 
around that talent thriftily. 

To that end, they have some interesting free agents: productive forward 
Alexander Barabanov (UFA), center Jonathan Dahlen (RFA), 
defenseman Mario Ferraro (RFA) and Kahkonen (RFA). 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Another season in hockey purgatory, as the Sharks hope an affordable 
supporting cast can solidify around their talented but aging core. They 
need more players like center Thomas Bordeleau, the University of 
Michigan product who made his debut this season. They could have 
another one in forward William Eklund, the seventh overall pick in last 
year's draft, but he had a rough season in the Swedish Hockey League. 
The regular-season ceiling for this team feels like a wild card. 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,135,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (NSH), 2nd (TOR), 2nd (FLA), 3rd, 4th, 
4th (WSH), 4th (CGY), 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Kraken weren't the Vegas Golden Knights. That much was clear. 
Our expectations for Seattle, based on the Knights' recent expansion 
success and Seattle drafting under the same rules, were inflated. Given 
the talent on the roster, the Kraken should have been better than a points 
percentage under .400, even if they inevitably became a seller at the 
trade deadline anyway. 

At the very least, they should have been a team that established a 
discernible identity in their inaugural season; yet in the end, Seattle's 
style and direction are as mysterious as their namesake sea monster. 

Their goaltending was supposed to help define them. Instead, Philipp 
Grubauer gave up more than 18 goals below expectations and cost his 
team at least three wins, per Evolving Hockey. Through 76 games, the 
Kraken had the worst team save percentage in the NHL. Whatever gains 
they made at 5-on-5 during the season were undermined by the league's 
most porous goaltending. 

But the Kraken didn't give their netminders much goal support, either. 
They were near the bottom of the goals per game rankings, watching 

players like Joonas Donskoi struggle and others like Jaden Schwartz and 
Brandon Tanev limited by injuries. 

Keys to the offseason 

The arrival of No. 2 overall pick Matty Beniers gives the Kraken a 
potential No. 1 center next season and a glimpse of the future. How to 
achieve that future will involve the NHL draft, where the Kraken will have 
five picks in the first two rounds. But the short-term prospects for Seattle 
will rise or fall on GM Ron Francis' moves this offseason. 

They have 10 free agents, three of them unrestricted. They'll have 
around $21 million in open cap space. They can see what worked and 
what didn't this season and adjust accordingly. That goes for the players 
and the coaches, whose player usage and systems contributed to the 
team's offensive malaise. 

But mostly, they need to find a way for Grubauer to shake off this season 
and become the goalie they thought they signed last summer -- the one 
who was going to be the foundation for what they're building in the 
Emerald City. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kraken found some franchise foundations in their first year. Jared 
McCann was the goal-scoring ace that the analytics portended. Yanni 
Gourde was as solid as expected. Jamie Oleksiak had a strong season. 
So consider the inaugural season as the opening draw in a card game; 
they'll keep some, give some back, take new ones and hope the hand 
turns out better. This is clearly a slow build for Seattle. Another season 
outside the playoffs, considering what's in the 2023 draft, wouldn't hurt. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $12,373,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Canucks waited too long to make significant changes. GM Jim 
Benning and coach Travis Green were fired on Dec. 6, 2021. Benning 
had been at the helm since 2014, and the Canucks made the playoffs 
just twice during his tenure. One of those times was a second-round exit 
in the 2020 bubble playoffs that proved to be an anomalous tease. 

After a .446 points percentage in 2020-21, this clean sweep probably 
could have happened in the offseason. Instead, the regime returned, with 
Benning having made overly aggressive moves in an effort to save his 
job -- like the Oliver Ekman-Larsson deal, for a future contract headache 
he figured wouldn't be his -- and augment a roster that had already 
proven not to be championship-caliber. 

Green was fired after the Canucks stumbled to an 8-15-2 start, months 
after Vancouver handed him a two-year contract extension. Enter miracle 
worker Bruce Boudreau, who has gone 31-15-9 as head coach and 
pushed this roster as far as it could go. Enter team president Jim 
Rutherford and general manager Patrik Allvin as well, who were charged 
with evaluating that roster in another lost season. 

On the ice, the team got outstanding goaltending from Thatcher Demko, 
star Elias Pettersson regained his form, it was another big offensive 
season from defenseman Quinn Hughes and a career year from forward 
J.T. Miller, whom the Canucks decided to hang onto rather than move at 
the trade deadline despite next season being the last one on his contract. 
But the team's problems, like their penalty kill, were solved too slowly for 
the Canucks to make the cut. Too much, too late. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first key is bringing back Boudreau. His contract has a team option 
for a second season, although it's been reported that he could walk away 
from that option. As long as the term is right, bringing back Boudreau is a 
no-brainer: He cracked the code on this team and changed the vibe of 
the franchise. 
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They'll have calls to make on Miller, who makes $5.25 million against the 
cap next season before becoming an unrestricted free agent; it's hard to 
imagine he's not part of the solution in Vancouver, given his breakout 
season. Forward Brock Boeser is a restricted free agent whose name 
continues to circulate in the trade rumor mill. Captain Bo Horvat, like 
Miller, goes UFA in summer 2023. 

They have upwards of seven UFAs on a roster that Allvin and Rutherford 
would no doubt like to reshape a bit more in their image, while figuring 
out which pieces of the core they'll retain. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It feels like Boudreau just ran out of runway this season. Given a full 
offseason, training camp and 82-game campaign, we have faith that he 
can get the Canucks back to the playoffs. They have some foundational 
pieces in place -- you could do a lot worse than starting with Pettersson, 
Hughes and Demko -- and a very smart managerial team to add more. 
The long-overdue end of the Benning Era should lead to prosperity next 
season. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $2,673,334 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (NYR), 5th, 5th (CHI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

While there were things that impacted the Golden Knights beyond their 
control this season, they missed the playoffs for the first time in franchise 
history due to unforced errors, cap mismanagement and straying too far 
from their identity. 

Having selected Robin Lehner as their primary goalie and needing the 
cap space, they shipped beloved Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre 
Fleury to the Blackhawks last offseason. That ended up destabilizing 
their goaltending: The Knights went from 2nd in team save percentage to 
20th, and Lehner didn't finish the season after opting for shoulder 
surgery. The Knights used much of that cap space to acquire winger 
Evgenii Dadonov ... whose cap hit they desperately tried to unload with a 
deadline trade to the Ducks, only to have the move canceled by the NHL 
after it turned out Anaheim was on his no-trade list. 

Vegas tried to move Dadonov because it was a capped-out team 
attempting to bring back players from long-term injured reserve. This 
underscored a two-fold problem this season: The financial constraints of 
their own making, which were only exacerbated when the Knights traded 
for Jack Eichel in a November 2021 blockbuster; and the incredible 
number of injuries they dealt with in the second half of the season, from 
star winger Mark Stone to defenseman Alec Martinez to key forward 
Reilly Smith to Lehner. 

Eichel was the latest in a series of high-profile player acquisitions that 
turned the "Golden Misfits" into a roster crushed under the weight of its 
payroll and expectations. That was evident in the final games of the 
season, when the Knights stumbled to their elimination with home losses 
to New Jersey and San Jose; a de facto playoff game loss at Dallas; and 
then a loss in Chicago. Outside of the Devils, the other three defeats 
were in the shootout, where Vegas went a stupefying 0-for-17. 

After that, it was goodnight for these underwhelming Knights. 

Keys to the offseason 

How does owner Bill Foley react to this? He's spent the last three 
seasons collecting star players like they're Pokémon. The Knights were a 
Stanley Cup favorite -- and they didn't even make the postseason. The 
key to the offseason is the scope of that reaction. Does it mean coach 
Peter DeBoer or GM Kelly McCrimmon are out of a job? Does it mean 
another aggressive offseason acquisition of high-priced veteran talent? 
Or do the Knights write off this injury-plagued season and run it back with 
much of the same roster, including a sharper Jack Eichel for 82 games? 

Aside from those philosophical discussions, there are some immediate 
questions to be addressed. Smith is an unrestricted free agent that's 
likely gone. Do they revisit a Dadonov trade? Could they seek to move 
Max Pacioretty one year before unrestricted free agency? Perhaps most 
importantly: What's the status of Robin Lehner and of Lehner's 
relationship with DeBoer? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Challenging for the Stanley Cup. Injuries were a huge factor this season. 
As anyone in Vegas knows, sometimes your luck is rotten. But the other 
issues that impacted the Knights were self-inflicted, and many of them 
can be corrected in the offseason with better cap management and some 
tweaks to the roster. They have enough talent on this roster to win the 
Cup. They just have to find the right mix, the right flexibility and, above all 
else, the right direction. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $16,271,310 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (STL), 2nd (NYR), 3rd (CBJ), 4th (ARI), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

Some teams don't have enough talent to compete with the NHL's best. 
Winnipeg has top players, but too many of them had a tough season at 
the same time. So much so, coach Paul Maurice didn't think he could get 
enough out of the group anymore, leading him to resign in December. 

It's not often that a coach just up and quits on a team that's 
underperforming. Did that have a residual effect on the Jets' overall 
confidence? Maybe. But the club's struggling stars were the real issue. 

Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler both missed time early in the season 
and didn't find an offensive groove until later. Nikolaj Ehlers was one the 
Jets' best forwards, but he too was felled by injury midseason, and that 
hurt the Jets' chances of making a run up the standings. It felt like one 
thing after another took Winnipeg's assets out of the lineup, and the more 
they fought to stay above water, the harder another wave of adversity 
would land. 

Eventually that roller coaster seemed to take a mental toll on the entire 
team, effectively ending any last-ditch hope of contending for a wild-card 
spot. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will need to decide on his next coach. Dave 
Lowry stepped in for Maurice, but is that a long-term slot for him? 
Probably not. 

Whoever fills the role will face arguably the next most important task for 
the Jets: putting this wasted year behind them and starting fresh. It's not 
as if the Jets' require a massive overhaul. They have good players and 
good prospects. Connor Hellebuyck is a strong goaltender. This was just 
a nightmare season in nearly every regard. 

Inevitably, Cheveldayoff will swap some personnel or make alterations 
here and there. He'll have to manage Pierre Luc-Dubois' next deal as 
well, which will be a priority negotiation between the club and its pending 
restricted free agent. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Winnipeg should enter training camp with a massive chip on its shoulder. 
This was not the year the Jets intended to have, and there are far too 
many good players in this lineup to have it happen again. There should 
be high expectations for the Jets going forward, both inside and outside 
the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Maple Leafs show up but bow out: 'This one hurts more' 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

May 14, 2022, 9:48 PM 

 

TORONTO – Better team. Tougher opponent. Same old devastating 
finish. 

Sixth time’s the harm. 

Through lumped throats and hushed voices, while shot-blocking tears 
and puck-battling pain, one by one the leaders of the Toronto Maple 
Leafs stood at that familiar podium and tried to describe the opening of 
an old wound that seared fresh again. 

“Hard to fathom,” John Tavares said. “It stings. It hurts. Disappointing. ... 
Such a fine line.” 

Auston Matthews: “We’re right there. ... We’re right there.” 

Mitchell Marner: “We're getting sick and tired of feeling like this.” 

GM Kyle Dubas, the architect of this fabulously talented core forever 
stuck on three playoff wins, has often noted that success is seldom a 
straight line. 

But on another night like this, with hung heads and sad handshakes, 
when these great players fall to a ridiculous 0-9 in chances to eliminate 
an opponent, success feels more like a flatline. 

“This one hurts more,” said head coach Sheldon Keefe. “Lots of reasons 
to be proud, yet lots of reasons to be devastated and upset. 

“I definitely feel like we're a lot closer than it appears.” 

Matthews reflects on heartbreaking loss in Game 7 'It's a game of inches' 

The best version of these Toronto Maple Leafs lost a 2-1 heartbreaker on 
home ice to the Tampa Bay Lightning Saturday and once again saw their 
post-season end in seven games or less. 

The difference between this edition, this defeat, is they showed up and 
threw everything they could muster at the two-time champions. To think, 
Toronto never trailed in the series until the final buzzer. 

The flip side of that fact is the Leafs led the set 1-0, 2-1 and 3-2. They 
never seized a stranglehold. They dug a ditch and skated, albeit valiantly, 
from behind in games 5, 6 and 7. Hardly a smart recipe against the best 
third-period closeout squad in the NHL. 

Look no further than Tampa out-shot-blocking Toronto 26-13 in do-or-die 
Game 7. The Lightning have been doing everything imaginable to hang 
on. The Maple Leafs everything they can to bust through. 

And now they’ll show up at training camp less scared but more scarred. 

“The Leafs have a helluva team,” said Tampa’s Jon Cooper, who 
oversees one himself. “And they’ve been knocking at the door for so 
long. That's why such a big deal has been made about them not 
advancing in a series — because they are a really good team. 

“I think they've grown as a group. I think their stars are stars. And they've 
got a really good team game and coach does a helluva job.” 

Indeed, heads should be held high. Or higher, at least. 

“They’ve got all the pieces,” Lightning captain Steven Stamkos said. 
“That’s one of the toughest series we’ve played. 

“They have everything. It’s just, we have everything, too.” 

For this era of Leafs, this same old result — Round One and done — 
tastes familiarly awful. 

Unlike series-deciders of the past, these Maple Leafs were fast, engaged 
and aggressive from the drop of the puck. They looked different. Better. 

And their long-suffering fans, loud as ever, funneled that energy back. 

Even when Nick Paul — that former Ottawa Senator who had been 
snakebit for six games — opened the scoring by banging in a Ross 
Colton rebound off the rush. 

Toronto’s John Tavares appeared to tie the game 1-1 in the second 
period, but his clean shot was waved off due to a Justin Holl pick that 
gave the captain extra space in the slot. 

Rush-jumping defenceman Morgan Rielly finally solved a dialed-in Andrei 
Vasilevskiy by finishing off a beautiful passing sequence by Marner and 
Matthews to knot the game for real. 

“Both teams have knocked the other on the ass a little bit. Both teams 
have picked themselves up and continued to go at it,” Keefe said. 

“We've been right there with the back-to-back champs, and our guys 
have grown a ton of confidence in knowing they belong in this moment.” 

Tavares voices frustrations after playoff exit 'We're right there, it's such a 
fine line' 

Naturally, Paul struck again, restoring the visitors’ lead with a determined 
deke through T.J. Brodie. 

“It might not be the big guy. It might be somebody that you’ve never 
heard of doing something that takes us to the next level,” a prescient 
Corey Perry said on Game 7 morning. 

“These are where names are made. You show up for a Game 7, you’re 
going to be remembered.” 

Toronto pushed, shot, got desperate and came up empty again. The 
Leafs had no choice but to shake the hand and tip the cap. 

“How they defend as a team and how they prioritize defending and how 
they block shots and how they commit to give you nothing,” Keefe said. 
“That’s championship hockey.” 

The 2021-22 Toronto Maple Leafs should be remembered as a team that 
charged the throne. One that took a step in maturity, aggression and 
confidence — if not in the bracket. 

Tragically, for this starved city, they will also be remembered as yet 
another skilled bunch who, ultimately, failed to accomplish the thing when 
it mattered most. 

One that should look a little different come training camp. 

“We had a lot of respect in that line from that team, which is nice to see. 
It was a much different tone, much different feeling of respect from the 
other side than we experienced previously. We’re certainly earning 
respect,” Keefe said. 

“But ... we’re not in the respect game. We’re in the winning game.” 

Fox’s Fast 5 

• Brayden Point fell awkwardly into the boards in the first period, twisting 
his right leg while outracing Mark Giordano to a puck. In terrible pain, the 
star forward immediately left the game. Point tried bravely to take a shift 
in Period 2 but could barely skate. Something to keep an eye on for the 
Battle of Florida. 

• The Maple Leafs have scored zero power-play goals in their past seven 
games when attempting to clinch a playoff series. They had three 
opportunities to end that drought Saturday and came up empty. 

• Matthews never registered more than five hits in a single regular-
season game. He threw seven hits in Game 5, nine in Game 6, and six in 
Game 7. He left it on the line. 
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• A tidy bit of business by Julien BriseBois picking up rental Paul from the 
Senators for a fourth-round pick plus pending RFA Mathieu Joseph. 

After 14 points in 21 regular-season games for the Bolts, Paul has been 
noticeable every night in his playoff debut. He had two even-strength 
assists and 10 shots prior to registering his first two career playoff goals, 
including the series-winner, Saturday. 

• Vasilevskiy’s ridiculous streak of five consecutive shutouts in Tampa 
closeout games is over. With the series on the line, he was one save 
better than Campbell in Game 6 overtime and one save better in Game 
7. That’s the difference. 

Campbell’s series save percentage: .897. 

Vasilevskiy’s series save percentage: .897. 
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Sportsnet.ca / McDavid incredibly hits another level as Oilers get over 
first-round hump 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 15, 2022, 3:19 AM 

 

EDMONTON — It wasn’t a Toronto-sized hump, but out here in the 
Hinterlands — where the games start at 8:20 p.m. and our maple leafs 
are red, not blue — it was a mountainous hump just the same. 

The Edmonton Oilers had built a good regular season team, sure. They 
had two unreal players, one seemingly from another planet, and a pretty 
decent supporting cast, sure. 

But when the season ends and you’ve played just four more games than 
the Arizona Coyotes or the New Jersey Devils, well, it gets stale. You 
can’t win rounds until you win a round, and after three straight second-
place finishes in their Division, falling behind the Los Angeles Kings three 
games to two in Round 1 was definitely, as an old Flyers coach once 
described, "a choking situation." 

Connor McDavid, however, would have none of it. 

McDavid exceeded expectations en route to leading the Oilers past the 
Kings 

On a night where the captain played over 27 minutes, McDavid had a 
goal and an assist in a 2-0, Game 7 win that propelled the Oilers into 
Round 2. There, they’ll face the winner of Sunday’s Game 7 between the 
Calgary Flames and the Dallas Stars, two old playoff foes from days 
gone by. 

“The first series is a tough one,” said Leon Draisaitl, who gave his team 
22:36 playing on an ankle that left his skating stride resembling Festus 
from Gunsmoke (look it up, kids). “But getting over that hump feels good 
right now. But we plan on continuing to play for a while.” 

Roget himself would run out of adjectives to describe McDavid’s play, on 
yet another night where the planet’s best player showed us even more. 
Game 6 may have been the best game McDavid has played in his NHL 
career, as he put this team on his back in an elimination game on the 
road. 

Back at home in Game 7, McDavid set up Cody Ceci for the first goal at 
13:15 of the second period, then drove the knife deep into the Kings’ 
hearts with a wild solo effort that made the score 2-0 with less than four 
minutes to play. 

McDavid buries the dagger on an incredible individual effort goal 

In all, he was in on five of the six goals Edmonton scored in Games 6 
and 7. Sure, he’s known for five- and six-point nights, but in these two 
games, his all-around game has been Crosby-like, his utter dominance 
Gretzkian. 

“He’s the best player in the world and he showed that in the last two 
games,” Draisaitl said. “There’s lots of skill with him, that’s a given, but 
it’s the will. You can see it in his eyes, you can feel it every shift that he’s 
out there. He’s determined. 

“There was no way he, or us, were going to be denied. He led the way. 
He was amazing.” 

That the Oilers close out this series with a 2-0 defensive masterpiece is 
perhaps a metaphor for what has finally happened here in Edmonton. 

This has always been a franchise that could play a 5-4 or 6-5 game, but 
over the years they came to lose a lot more of those than they won. 
Edmonton dropped Game 5 in overtime, 5-4, and McDavid said after the 
game, “We scored four goals. That should be enough to win a hockey 
game.” 

From the outside that came across as a swipe at the goaltending, but 
around here it was clear: down the stretch, the Oilers had finally shown 
the chops of a team that could win a 2-1 game when it mattered, and it 
was time to get back to that. 

McDavid happy to get past first round hurdle but knows 'there's a long 
way to go' 

They allowed two goals total in the last two games of this series, a 
defensive clinic that left their old coach — and Kings bench boss Todd 
McLellan — tipping his hat. 

“Sometimes it’s what the other team is doing, and they played a hell of a 
game,” he said Saturday. “They’re figuring some things out there.” 

When it was required Saturday, Edmonton defended L.A. into the ice. 
The Oilers gave up nothing, and in turn goalie Mike Smith — the 40-year-
old resident Gump Worsley whose mistake opened this series with a 
nerve-inducing loss — pitched one of the quieter 29-save shutouts in the 
first Game 7 of his lengthy career. 

“We just couldn’t get sustained pressure to break them down,” lamented 
Anze Kopitar, such a high, high pedigree centreman who has 
accomplished so much. His was a phrase we’ve not heard an opponent 
utter of this Oilers team since, well, about 1990. 

The defensive masterpiece wasn’t lost on McDavid, who today is 10 
times the 200-foot player he was even two seasons ago. His work in his 
own zone has become as brilliant as when he’s buzzing the offensive 
zone, and now he has a team around him that can play 2-0 hockey in a 
Game 7 as well. 

“It feels good to do it in that fashion,” said the captain. “There is always a 
lot of talk about the defensive side of the game, so for our group to step 
up in a big moment and play like that in a 2-0 win…” 

This Oilers team was always one to panic. In a 0-0 game, as this one 
was for the first half, they were always ready to take the risk that did not 
have to be taken — force the play that didn’t have to be forced — a trait 
that usually led to pucks being pulled out of their net. 

As they figured out their game late in this series, their feet were bullet-
free. 

“It's just using lessons from previous mistakes,” said McDavid. “We have 
made those mistakes in the past and we didn't shoot ourselves in the foot 
tonight, which was obviously positive.” 

When it was over, the fans lined up outside on 104th Ave. chanting for a 
Stanley Cup. 
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Humour them, will ya? It’s been a long time around here, and in a 
Canadian city — a one-horse hockey town — these players know it very 
well. 

“It’s everything,” Draisaitl said of the fan support. “It’s what we play for. 
Game 7 at home — you can’t write this any better. These people are 
clearly very passionate, that’s very obvious. 

“It’s great doing it for them.” 
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TSN.CA / Leafs must overcome fear factor to exorcise playoff demons; 
Nylander: "We don't need to be scared" 

 

Mark Masters 

 

The Maple Leafs and Tampa Bay Lightning (optional) skated at 
Scotiabank Arena on Saturday.  

The Leafs have been outscored 18-6 while losing do-or-die games in four 
straight playoff series. Toronto mustered just two goals in the last three 
winner-take-all affairs.  

"We came out a little flat in those games, maybe a little bit scared to 
lose," admitted William Nylander. "We don't need to be scared to lose. 
We got a great team and the best team will win tonight." 

The Leafs held a full skate on Saturday morning ahead of Game 7 
against the Tampa Bay Lightning and the atmosphere appeared to be 
loose. Players were even doing the "Soooooup" cheer when Jack 
Campbell made a nice save.  

The Leafs held an optional skate ahead of Game 7 against the Montreal 
Canadiens last year with most of the regulars staying off the ice.   

"There's always going to be nerves so it's just embracing it," said winger 
Mitch Marner, who has one assist in the last three games. "We're not 
going to talk about the past. We just got to think about the here and now 
and focus on this. It's a great opportunity at hand. We got to be ready for 
the opportunity and take it head on and not shy away from this light. 
We're excited for it." 

"The mood's great," said coach Sheldon Keefe. "I mean, I don't sense 
any nerves. I just sense confidence and excitement." 

Is the coach managing any nerves? 

"Don't have any," he said. "This is as confident as I've been coaching this 
team." 

The Leafs have looked like a different and more complete team for much 
of this season. Toronto established franchise records in points and wins 
and earned home-ice advantage in this opening round.  

"It's obviously a different group," Marner stressed, "different people in the 
locker room. We did different things this year, just accomplishing better 
things, and we got a confidence in there. So, it's just making sure we 
bring that confidence on the ice and knowing what we can do." 

The Leafs have responded well every time Tampa has pushed back in 
this series.  

"Both teams have knocked the other on their ass a little bit," Keefe noted. 
"Both teams have picked themselves up and continued to go at it. We've 
been right there with the back-to-back champs and our guys have grown 
a ton of confidence by knowing they belong in this moment."  

Nylander on lessons from past Game 7s: 'We don’t need to be scared to 
lose' 

Ahead of tonight's Game 7, William Nylander explains how he's feeling, if 
he has any nerves, and what he's learned from previous do-or-die games 
that can help the Maple Leafs tonight. 

The Lightning can lean on their experience, including a Game 7 win in 
the Stanley Cup semifinal against the New York Islanders last year. 

"Experience doesn't win you the game, but it sure can help when times 
are trying," said coach Jon Cooper. "You can't let the moment become 
too big for you. That's a big message for the guys ... don't let the moment 
consume you." 

Andrei Vasilevskiy has emerged as the ultimate playoff closer by 
recording shutouts in Tampa's last five close-out games, including twice 
in the Stanley Cup final. However, the Lightning goalie hasn't been at his 
best in this series, posting an .885 save percentage.  

"All I know about Vasi is when the lights are shining the brightest he 
seems to stand and play his best," Cooper said. "I've seen it time and 
time again and I expect no different tonight."  

The Leafs are looking to advance in the playoffs for the first time since 
2004, but the Lightning also have a lot at stake. No team has won three 
straight championships since the Islanders in the early 1980s.  

"I don't want anybody to sit here and say, 'Well, is it easier because 
we've won two Cups? If the Leafs get the best of us tonight that's OK.' 
That's BS. We're standing here, like, on the cusp of greatness and why 
the hell wouldn't we charge through that door." 

Cooper: 'We're on the cusp of greatness, why the hell wouldn’t we 
charge through that door' 

Lightning head coach Jon Cooper says losing tonight would not make 
things any easier despite Tampa having won back-to-back Cups. Cooper 
also explains if the Maple Leafs have surprised him at all during this 
series. 

This will be the first time the Leafs play a Game 7 in front of a packed 
house in Toronto since 2004 when they beat the Ottawa Senators.  

Marner is expecting a "crazy" atmosphere much like what the Toronto 
Raptors enjoyed during their run to the 2019 NBA title.  

"I was here for a lot of those Raps games when they had some crazy 
games and the atmosphere was pretty unbelievable," Marner said. "I'm 
sure the city will be buzzing." 

Keefe called the crowd the "first star" in the Game 1 win and also felt the 
partisans helped his team pull off a comeback in Game 5. 

"I know our fans are going to bring it tonight," Keefe said. 

The Lightning hope to turn this into an uncomfortable environment for the 
Leafs by getting off to a good start.  

"The one thing about crowds, they can pump you up and they can also 
make you nervous as hell," Cooper pointed out. "Your play as the visiting 
team can dictate that." 

Marner embracing nerves: 'We got to be ready for the opportunity and 
take it head on' 

Mitch Marner says he's excited for the opportunity ahead of tonight's 
Game 7, discusses what gives him the most confidence ahead of the 
game, and more. 

There has been a consistent parade to the penalty box throughout the 
series. Toronto has taken 41 penalties, which leads the playoffs. The 
Lightning have taken 36 penalties.  

"Our expectation is they're going to call penalties," said Keefe. "They're 
going to call infractions and we got to be responsible with our sticks. We 
got to move our feet. We got to establish body positioning and, at the 
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same time, we can't get distracted or lose focus on how the game is or 
isn't called. There's enough distractions and things going on outside of 
our control as it is." 

Wes McCauley and Eric Furlatt will be holding the whistles on Saturday 
in Toronto.  

"It's not a surprise that you get two of the most veteran referees that are 
going to do the game tonight," Keefe said. "They're going to do a good 
job and their best job of calling what needs to be called, but allowing the 
game to be played. That's my expectation." 

Corey Perry spoke to the media before Game 2, Game 4 and Game 6 – 
all Lightning wins – so it was no surprise to see the veteran winger back 
at the podium on Saturday morning. This will be the 10th Game 7 of his 
career.  

"Game 7s are exciting," Perry said. "You never know what can happen ... 
This is where names are made. You show up for a Game 7 you're going 
to be a remembered." 

Perry scored in Game 7 against the Leafs last year when he played for 
the Montreal Canadiens.  
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USA TODAY / Tampa Bay Lightning advance with Game 7 win vs. 
Toronto Maple Leafs but lose Brayden Point to injury 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The two-time defending champion Tampa Bay Lightning kept their three-
peat hopes alive and the Toronto Maple Leafs suffered another Game 7 
disappointment with a 2-1 home loss Saturday night. 

Trade deadline acquisition Nick Paul scored twice and goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, who had given up at least three goals in the first six games 
of the first-round series, was brilliant, making 30 saves to give the 
Lightning a ninth consecutive series victory. 

But the Lightning also have an injury to worry about as they prepare to 
face the No. 1 overall seed Florida Panthers in the second round. 

Forward Brayden Point limped off the ice in the first period, unable to put 
weight on his leg after an awkward fall. 

Surprisingly, Point came out for the second period. But he went out for 
one shift and clearly was still laboring. He skated to the bench and 
stayed there and didn't get back on the ice for the rest of the game. 

"When Pointer got hurt, it seemed to lock the entire team in," said 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper, who didn't have an update on the star after 
the game. "I don’t think we looked back after that." 

If Point can't go at the start of the next series, that would be hard for the 
Lightning. He scored the overtime winner in Game 6 and led the 
Lightning with 14 goals during each of their two Stanley Cup runs.  

The Maple Leafs have not won a playoff series since 2004 and this might 
have been their best shot after they finished with a franchise-record 115 
points. 

Auston Matthews scored 60 goals this season and Mitch Marner had 97 
points. Michael Bunting is a rookie of the year finalist. William Nylander 
and Alexander Kerfoot had career years. The Maple Leafs beefed up 
their defense with Mark Giordano and Ilya Lyubushkin before the 

deadline. Goalie Jack Campbell, who had midseason struggles, came 
back strong in April after an injury. 

The Maple Leafs won 5-0 in Game 1, but the Lightning continued their 
playoff trend of following a loss with a win (now 17-0). Toronto led by a 
goal in the third period of Game 6, but Tampa Bay forced overtime on a 
5-on-3 power play goal. 

In Game 7, a John Tavares goal was taken away in the second period 
because of an interference call to Justin Holl. Morgan Rielly finally tied 
the game, but Paul scored a little more than three minutes later. 

"We never gave them a chance to get any momentum going," Cooper 
said. 

Vasilevskiy stopped all 17 third-period shots by Toronto, and there were 
numerous blocked shots. 

"We're getting sick and tired of feeling like this, so we got to make sure 
we're ready for the upcoming season," Marner said. 

Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid continued his domination of the 
first round with an impressive goal. 

He drew a penalty on a rush to the net, retrieved the puck and attempted 
a wraparound. Thwarted there, he moved farther away from the net and 
backhanded a shot past Jonathan Quick. 

McDavid also assisted on Cody Ceci's opening goal in the 2-0 Oilers win. 
He leads the playoffs with 14 points. 

Patrice Bergeron says it's too soon to decide future 

Boston Bruins captain Patrice Bergeron took the time to hug teammates 
as they came off the ice after a 3-2 Game 7 loss to the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

But if that's a sign that the pending unrestricted free agent was saying 
goodbye, it wasn't, he said. 

"It’s always tough when it ends like that, so it was more to share with 
them and thanking them for battling together every day basically. It stings 
and it’s not the feeling that you want, but that being said, we did it 
together," he told reporters. 

Bergeron said it was too early to make a decision about his future. 

"It’s too fresh right now," he said. "It still stings obviously from a hard-
fought series and we came up short. Obviously I have to think about it, 
but I’m not there right now." 

Bergeron won the Stanley Cup in 2011 and has won the Selke Trophy 
(top defensive forward) four times and was a finalist six other times. 

Bruins forward Brad Marchand called Bergeron the backbone of the 
team. 

"We want him to come back, but whatever happens, he’s earned the right 
to make whatever decision he wants and take the time that he needs," he 
said. "I guess time will tell." 

Kings forward Dustin Brown already had announced he would retire, and 
Sunday's loss to the Oilers was his last NHL game. 

Brown played in a franchise-record 1,295 regular-season games during 
his 18 seasons with the Kings. He was captain when Los Angeles won 
Stanley Cups in 2012 and 2014. 

NHL decides against disciplining Flames' Nikita Zadorov for hit 

The Calgary Flames will have hard-hitting defenseman Nikita Zadorov 
available for Game 7 against the Dallas Stars on Sunday after NHL 
Player Safety cleared him over his hit on Luke Glendening. 

"While there was significant head contact on this play, Zadorov took a 
proper angle of approach, did not extend outward or upward, and hit 
through Glendening’s core," the department said after holding a hearing. 
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"Therefore, under Rule 48.1 (i), the head contact was determined to be 
unavoidable." 

Zadorov has two assists, 18 hits and 20 penalty minutes in the playoffs. 
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USA TODAY / NHL playoffs Game 7 picks for Saturday: Three first-round 
series are down to the wire 

 

Jimmy Hascup 

USA TODAY 

 

Will the Tampa Bay Lightning keep their bid for a three-peat going or will 
the Toronto Maple Leafs win a playoff series for the first time since 2004? 

Will the Carolina Hurricanes advance with a home win or will the Boston 
Bruins become the first team this series to pick up a road victory? 

Does Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid have another big game in 
him to reach the second round for the second time in his career or does 
Los Angeles Kings forward Dustin Brown get the chance to extend his 
career? 

These questions will be decided as three first-round series are going to 
Game 7 on Saturday. 

USA TODAY Sports' NHL experts Jimmy Hascup, Mike Brehm and Jace 
Evans weigh in with their predictions: 

Boston Bruins at Carolina Hurricanes 

4:30 p.m. ET Saturday, ET 

Hascup: Bruins 3, Hurricanes 2. Bruins goalie Jeremy Swayman will 
have to prove that Game 6 win in a do-or-die situation was no fluke, but 
also important is secondary scoring when the Hurricanes can line match 
against them. Game 6 was a good sign as Erik Haula and Curtis Lazar 
each scored their first of the playoffs, while Charlie Coyle got his second.  

Brehm: Hurricanes 4, Bruins 2. I said in my series prediction that the 
Hurricanes would win in seven because coach Rod Brind'Amour would 
have home ice in the deciding game. The series has played out that way, 
so I'll stick with Carolina. 

Evans: Hurricanes 5, Bruins 3. Home ice has made all the difference this 
series and Carolina has it for Game 7.  

Tampa Bay Lightning at Toronto Maple Leafs 

7 p.m. ET Saturday, TNT 

Hascup: Lightning 4, Maple Leafs 2. The Lightning have too much playoff 
experience, so the pressure of a Game 7 on the road won’t be too much 
… and until the two-time defending champions get knocked off, it is hard 
to pick against them. The Maple Leafs, on the other hand … well, they 
haven’t gotten past the first round since the 2003-04 playoffs, and even 
though they’ve reached the postseason in six consecutive seasons, they 
have lost three Game 7s in that span. 

Brehm: Lightning 5, Maple Leafs 3. The Maple Leafs have lost eight 
consecutive potential clinching games since 2018. It will be nine. The 
Lightning dug deep to win Game 6 and they have the championship 
pedigree to do it again in Toronto.  

Evans: Lightning 3, Maple Leafs 1. No group will be under more pressure 
to win Saturday night than the Maple Leafs. They've largely been the 

better team this series, but I've been burned by this group too many 
times to believe this winner-take-all game will be different.   

Los Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers  

10 p.m. ET Saturday, ESPN 

Hascup: Kings 4, Oilers 3. I realize it is not prudent to pick against the 
team that has Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl and that the Oilers 
have outplayed Los Angeles in the series on a whole. But I picked the 
Kings in seven and I’m sticking with it … plus, the Oilers are trying to win 
a Stanley Cup with Mike Smith in net. 

Brehm: Oilers 4, Kings 3. I also have questions about Mike Smith in net, 
but Connor McDavid can lift his game once more and get past the Kings. 

Evans: Oilers 4, Kings 2. L.A. has put up a valiant fight but Edmonton 
has, for my money, the best player in the world. Connor McDavid was a 
beast in Game 6 and I think he rises to the occasion again to drag his 
flawed team into the second round.  
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