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Hurricanes face Rangers in second round of Stanley Cup playoffs. Here’s a quick primer 

By Justin Pelletier 

Saturday, they made another charge — and completed it. 
Trailing by a goal in the third period, Mika Zibenajad scored 
to send the game into overtime, and Artemi Panarin finished 
on a power play in the extra session to lift the Rangers over 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, 4-3, in Game 7 of their first-round 
series. The Rangers at one point trailed the series 3-1, and 
at that point had given up seven goals in each of back-to-
back games. 

Back in early February, the Canes had a large advantage in 
the division, but the hot-shooting Rangers, led by a strong if 
unexpected season from Chris Kreider and elite Vezina 
Trophy caliber goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, caught up. 
It wasn’t until the final weeks of the season — a five-game 
Carolina win streak and a head-to-head win over the 
Rangers at Madison Square Garden included — that things 
were decided. 

New York won 52 games and earned 110 points, the most 
since it won 53 and had the league’s best record in 2015, 
and they did that as the second-youngest team to make the 
playoffs (average age: 26.44), according to Elite Prospects. 
The L.A. Kings were the youngest, at 26.27. The Canes? 
Fourth among playoff teams at 27.35. 

But what does that mean? Only that both teams have drafted 
well and acquired reasonably aged veterans. This time of 
year, experience can be a factor in a tight playoff series. 
Boston nearly willed its way past Carolina on the backs of 
two veteran forwards who’ve won the Stanley Cup. 

In dispatching Boston, the Canes proved they’re ready for 
youth to be served. 

The Rangers, though, present an interesting mirror-image, 
and not only because several Canes players once donned a 
blue shirt. 

Here’s a look at the Rangers lineup: 

FORWARDS 

The biggest story up front this season for the Rangers has 
been Chris Kreider. A solid all-around player since joining the 
Rangers out of Boston College in 2011, Kreider was a solid 
second- or third-line fantasy option (for those in deeper 
leagues) because he is also a tough customer and picked up 
a lot of penalty minutes (which are rewarded in many fantasy 
leagues). But his previous high for goals in a season was 28, 
in 2016-17 and again in 2018-19. 

This year? He had 52 in the regular season, and has five 
more in the playoffs. 

He plays on the team’s top line with Mika Zibanejad and 
Bruins castoff via Florida Frank Vatrano. The Rangers’ 
second line, or more accurately a 1B to the Kreider line’s 1A, 
features Artemi Panarin, Ryan Strome and Andrew Copp, 

the latter of which was also a mid-season acquisition for the 
Rangers. 

To help the youngsters, the Rangers’ grind line can be a 
nuisance at best, and absolute bear to contend with 
physically at its worst. Ryan Reaves is the noted player in 
this group, which also includes old Canes friend Greg 
McKegg. 

Barclay Goodrow, a Cup winner with Tampa Bay, is among 
the Rangers’ depth forwards, but has been hurt recently. 

DEFENSE 

The Rangers are comparable to the Canes in a very 
important way: Much like Carolina, New York’s top four 
defenders are interchangeable complements to one another. 
Sure, each player has a bent toward offense or defense from 
the blue line, but all four of the Rangers’ top defenders can 
manage assignments against the top lines from opposing 
teams. In the recently completed series against the 
Penguins, that was the case against the Guentzel-Crosby 
duo. 

Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren are sound in defensive 
accountability and dynamic on offense. Much like the Canes’ 
Tony DeAngelo, Fox is a creative defender and a high 
octane offensive threat. 

K’Andre Miller and Jacob Trouba are physically imposing 
and play lockdown defense in the mold of Brady Skjei and 
Brett Pesce, with their collective size and reach covering 
large areas of the ice. 

The edge Carolina has on paper here is in depth. Brendan 
Smith and Ian Cole are a solid veteran presence. They won’t 
wow you with Norris-like numbers, but they’ll add leadership 
and solid minutes. The Rangers’ third pairing of Justin Braun 
and Braden Schneider is solid enough, but not to the same 
level. 

GOALIES 

Surprisingly, the Rangers have used two goalies in these 
playoffs, and it wasn’t necessarily intentional. 

Igor Shesterkin has been the best goalie in the NHL all 
season long and is the odds-on favorite to win the Vezina 
Trophy this season. But early in the series against the 
Penguins, he looked not only mortal, but downright bad, 
getting outdueled in a score-fest by Pens’ third-stringer Louis 
Domingue. 

That said, the Canes did score three goals in the second 
period on Shesterkin in a late-season win, and record three 
wins in four games during the regular season. The Rangers’ 
best goaltending performance against Carolina this season 
was by Georgiev, who had a 44-save shutout in Raleigh. 

SPECIAL TEAMS 
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Statistically, the Rangers present a problem matchup for the 
Canes. 

New York finished fourth in the league with a 25.2 percent 
power-play conversion rate, but, very much like the Canes’ 
first-round opponent — and the Canes themselves — they 
took a step back late in the season. In the Rangers’ final 14 
games, they were just 6-for-37 on power-play opportunities. 

But, that big unit has a ton of weapons. Kreider led the NHL 
with 26 power-play goals in the regular season, has great-
hand-eye coordination and is a big body to move in front. 
Zibanejad tied for 10th with 15 PP goals and is often used in 
a one-time setup from the right circle. Fox, who tied for 
second in the league with 33 power-play assists, plays a role 
for them similar to DeAngelo in Carolina, and Panarin is 
deadly, too, with 32 power-play assists of his own — and the 
game-winner with the extra skater in overtime in Game 7. 

The Canes’ power play has been much maligned in the 
playoffs and, really, for the better part of two months, falling 

out of the league’s top 10 through March and April. The 
Rangers have been adequate killing penalties this year, but 
hit a couple of slumps in that department. 

COACHING 

Seemingly on an upward trajectory, the Rangers were 
apparently not pleased with the work of GM Jeff Gorton and 
coach Dave Quinn at the end of last season. Enter Chris 
Drury as GM, who brought in Gerard Gallant behind the 
bench. 

Gallant, who took the Vegas Golden Knights to the Stanley 
Cup Final in the franchise’s first season, was 
unceremoniously let go the year prior. His style has fit the 
Rangers’ roster perfectly, and he led them to a 52-win 
season. 

He directs the team in a north-south game, similar to how the 
Canes run. He’s a solid tactician, and has a proven playoff 
track record 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bruins’ Charlie McAvoy, Hurricanes’ Brendan Smith fined by NHL for Game 7 actions 

By Chip Alexander 

Boston Bruins Connor Clifton (75) checks Carolina 
Hurricanes Brendan Smith (7) in the second period on 
Wednesday, May 4, 2022 during game two of their Stanley 
Cup first round series at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 
ROBERT WILLETT rwillett@newsobserver.com 

An intense Game 7 between the Carolina Hurricanes and 
Boston Bruins has resulted in a pair of fines. 

The NHL Department of Player Safety announced Sunday 
that Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy had been fined 
$5,000 for tripping Canes defenseman Brady Skjei in the 

third period of the Canes’ 3-2 playoff win at PNC Arena as 
Carolina advanced. 

The NHL also announced that Canes defenseman Brendan 
Smith has been fined $2,000 for elbowing forward David 
Pastrnak during the third period. 

Both fines are the maximums allowed under the Collective 
Bargaining Agreement. The money goes to the Players’ 
Emergency Assistance Fund. 

Neither play resulted in penalties during the game. 
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How the Hurricanes finally beat the Bruins 

By Sara Civian 

The Hurricanes beat the Bruins 3-2 in Game 7 on Saturday, 
advancing past Boston in their third recent try. 

“It’s such a different feeling coming into this one,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “I think back in the other ones, 
if we would’ve won, you guys might have been a little 
surprised. This time around, I felt like it was our time. Our 
guys have matured. I think they felt that, too.” 

The expectation in “Raleighwood” has changed for sure, as 
the team finished the regular season atop the Metro Division 
and No. 3 in the league. The core is getting more playoff 
experience and has entered the Cup window. The Canes 
have developed a reputation of being hard to play against, 
just like their coach was. 

“We knew we were going to have our hands full with this 
team,” Bruins star Brad Marchand said. “They’ve been great 
all year long, very well coached, very well disciplined in their 
system. They have a lot of depth. We knew it was going to 
be a tough battle, but we also knew if we got through this 
team, we would make a deep run. I think this is probably the 
toughest group to come out of the East.” 

As we await a Round 2 opponent from the Rangers-
Penguins series, let’s take a look at how the Hurricanes lived 
up to their new-found expectations and finally beat the 
Bruins. 

Losing some of the coaching battles but winning the war 

Brind’Amour and Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy are Jack 
Adams winners and two of the best coaches in the NHL. The 
cool thing about that is they differ in philosophy, which The 
Athletic’s Bruins reporter, Fluto Shinzawa, and I covered in 
our live room before Game 7. Cassidy is more inclined to 
switch things up to squeeze more out of his guys and has 
less of a margin for error, while Brind’Amour encourages 
mistakes to get speed and effort out of his guys and rarely 
benches anyone for a mistake. 

Both approaches have been frustrating at times but have 
paid off. Brind’Amour rarely if ever changes the lineup 
around after a win. He doubled down on that philosophy 
throughout the Bruins series and didn’t make any major 
lineup tweaks after losses (save for Steven Lorentz’s Game 
7 debut replacing Derek Stepan). 

Brind’Amour had said repeatedly that he liked the team’s 
game at even strength, and if he meant that, why would he 
make huge changes? The one mid-game adjustment he 
made, promoting Max Domi to the second line in Game 6, 
paid off with Domi’s two goals in Game 7. 

“Would it be weird to say that he never really changed?” 
captain Jordan Staal said of Brind’Amour’s demeanor 
leading up to Game 7. “He’s the same thing every day. He 
expects the same thing every day. What we’ve built here, the 
way we’ve played from Game 1 to now, it’s the way we want 

to play. Whether it’s Game 7 or the 50th game of the season, 
he says the same thing. It’s the same message. It’s that 
desire to play for each other and play hard and really just 
bring it. I thought everybody brought it tonight.” 

Depth 

I guess we’ll find out in Round 2 if winning a Game 7 without 
ample scoring contribution from their top guys was a good 
thing or a bad thing, but it was certainly a thing and depth got 
the job done for the Canes in Round 1. Defensemen Jaccob 
Slavin and Tony DeAngelo are leading the Canes with eight 
points apiece (two goals for Slavin, one for DeAngelo). 

In terms of goals, Vincent Trocheck, Seth Jarvis, Nino 
Niederreiter and Andrei Svechnikov have three apiece (one 
of Svechnikov’s was in garbage time, remember). It would be 
nice to see more from Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, 
Martin Necas and others on the scoring front next series, but 
kudos to the depth for getting it done. 

Discipline 

Don’t come at me for this one, Bruins fans. I saw the 
Brendan Smith elbow, and it absolutely warranted the $2,000 
fine (the maximum allowable under the collective bargaining 
agreement) along with the slew foot that will cost Charlie 
McAvoy $5,000. I’m also aware the Canes took nine 
penalties in one game. 

But I am talking about discipline in more of an existential way 
— the response game from DeAngelo after he flung his stick. 
I definitely saw that going the other way, and I was wrong. 
Then the image of DeAngelo holding back Trocheck in Game 
7. Maybe Brind’Amour is getting to DeAngelo. 

I’m impressed the Hurricanes have remained calm in 
situations in which they would have let Marchand or the 
moment get the best of them in the past. That’s what I mean 
by “discipline.” I don’t want to see any more elbows in Round 
2. I also mean what Marchand was referring to while praising 
the Canes: They do not stray from their system. And again, 
that’s been a source of frustration when you might want to 
see them do something crazy for the heck of it at the end of 
a loss, but the long con tends to pay off when you’re playing 
a seven-game series. 

Goaltending 

The ice had been so unbelievably tilted to the home team 
throughout this series, and the plentiful five-goal wins were 
hardly indicative of the goaltending either way. There were a 
few goals Antti Raanta might want back, but he ended the 
series 3-2 with a .927 save percentage and a 2.37 goals-
against average. His performance is tough to convey even 
through advanced analytics; it was more about keeping the 
Canes in games while they still had the chance to win. Even 
at the end of Game 6 he was making some amazing saves, 
and we’d be talking about that more had the rest of the team 
showed up. 
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Regular season paying off 

Has home ice ever mattered more? I tend to believe the NHL 
needs to do more to incentivize finishing at the top of the 
league, but for whatever reason none of us can figure out, 

this series felt bizarrely different at home and on the road for 
both teams. The Canes needed every edge they could get in 
the crapshoot that is a Game 7, and their consistency in the 
regular season paid off.

 

Raanta proves ready for top role in Hurricanes' playoff push 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Antti Raanta stayed ready, even while 
spending most of a season backing up one of the NHL’s top 
goalies. He's critical now for the Carolina Hurricanes as they 
advance in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Pressed into duty with No. 1 goaltender Frederik Andersen 
injured, Raanta was the defensive anchor for the Hurricanes’ 
first-round series with the Boston Bruins. He was strong 
again in net for Saturday’s clinching Game 7 victory, another 
sign that the Hurricanes’ offseason bet on an overhaul at the 
position has paid off. 

“When Freddy got hurt, it was kind of like, ‘OK, now it’s a 
chance for me to show what I can do in the big stages,’” 
Raanta said after the 3-2 win. “Starting from Game 1, I think 
my game was pretty good.” 

Raanta earned three of the four wins in the series – he exited 
Game 2 early after taking a blow to the head – while allowing 
four goals in those games. He allowed two goals on 70 shots 
in the Game 1 and 5 victories (.971 save percentage) then 
finished with 27 saves in the clinching win. 

Not bad for a 33-year-old veteran who had never started a 
playoff game before this series and had battled injuries in 
recent years. Raanta looks like Carolina’s go-to guy in net 
entering a second-round series against his former team, the 
New York Rangers. 

“When we started this season, Freddy was unbelievable 
straight away and I was kind of fighting my way back to the 
game,” Raanta said. “There were some ups and downs early 
on in the season. I think since the All-Star break, it started to 
feel like I was also contributing there. I think guys started to 
trust me also. I was able to show I can also do the job.” 

The Hurricanes signed Andersen and Raanta last summer. 
But an every-night role wasn’t the plan as Andersen took the 
lead and was among the league leaders with 35 regular-
season wins, a 2.17 goals-against average and a .922 save 
percentage. 

Instead, Raanta had been the reliable No. 2 option, with the 
duo securing the William M. Jennings Trophy awarded to 
netminders on a team that allow the fewest goals in the 
league in a minimum 25 games of work. 

But his job description changed April 16, when Andersen 
went down in a loss at Colorado with a lower-body injury. 
Raanta had to take over the lead role with rookie Pyotr 
Kochetkov as the backup option for a team that was headed 
for the Metropolitan Division title. 

Carolina needed someone ready for the moment. Raanta 
has been exactly that. 

“When one of the best goalies in the league goes down in 
injury, obviously it’s going to sting a little bit,” Raanta said. 
“Like we’ve been playing the whole year, the team in front of 
me is doing a great job. I just try to do my job and help the 
guys get the win.” 

While Carolina’s aggressive forecheck can ease the burden 
on him, Raanta has come up with key saves when needed, 
too. 

His biggest stop Saturday came early with a full-split save to 
deny Taylor Hall near the left post on a 2-on-1 chance in the 
first period of a scoreless game. It was a moment that Bruins 
coach Bruce Cassidy came back to almost immediately in his 
postgame news conference. 

“Big timely save by Raanta,” Cassidy said. “If we bury that 2-
on-1, things might change in a game like today when it’s 
hard to score.” 

Andersen’s status remains unclear going forward. Carolina 
coach Rod Brind’Amour has offered few specifics on 
Andersen’s recovery beyond saying he’s working hard to get 
back and would need to practice with the team to be ready to 
return. 

Raanta has shown the Hurricanes that they don’t have to 
force anything. And he has an appreciation for this moment 
in a challenging year, particularly after losing his father in the 
offseason. 

That much was clear in Saturday’s postgame news 
conference, when his daughter Evelyn interrupted to give her 
dad a big hug. He helped her get positioned to sit in his lap 
and share the experience. 

“No one at the start would’ve anticipated him being the guy 
and then step in in the biggest moments and be the guy,” 
Brind’Amour said. “I’m proud of him and happy for him 
because he’s gone through so much.
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Mailbag #27: Round One Winners 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - Are your ears still ringing from the 
environment inside PNC Arena, or is that an aftereffect of the 
celebration that followed? 

While that's for you to decide, what needs not contemplation 
is the fact that the Carolina Hurricanes are headed to Round 
Two of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

There were highs and lows along the way over seven games 
against the Boston Bruins, with a whole lot of stress in 
between. 

Let's reflect back on the series and look ahead with some 
questions that you all provided. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.)  

Now that the Canes have finished their series, can they 
breathe, and take a break? Or do they go right into practicing 
for the next series? - @MargaretHogan_ 

Today (Sunday) is a rare off day for the team. 

Albeit the practices between Games 1-3 were limited, 
meaning not everybody skated; today is the first day off since 
before the start of the series for the team. Welcomed and 
deserved. 

Right back to business tomorrow though, with a team 
practice scheduled for the morning. 

When will Round Two begin? - @CanesFan1711 

We'll know tonight after the conclusion of the Dallas/Calgary 
game. 

As was the case with Round One, the league waited until all 
games on the final regularly scheduled day of the regular 
season were complete before they rolled out the schedule. 

So, inevitably the Flames and Stars will go to three overtimes 
and the NHL will publish the info around 3:72 a.m. Don't wait 
up. Start your Monday with the info. Game One won't be until 
either Tuesday or Wednesday, anyways. 

Who are your three MVPs of Round One for the Canes? - 
@CaniacIntubator 

In no particular order, Jordan Staal, Antti Raanta and Jaccob 
Slavin. 

Staal was an absolute monster against the Bergeron line and 
the X-Factor in the Canes wins at PNC Arena. 

Three wins for Antti Raanta - all with two goals or fewer 
against in them. Oh, and after suffering an injury during the 
last week of the regular season and then being run over in 
Game Two? Marvelous. 

Jaccob Slavin finished tied for the team-high eight points in 
the series, in addition to his incredible defensive work. The 
dude seemingly never gets enough credit. It's actually insane 
how good he is. 

How much prep goes into setting up a playoff home game? 
Seems like a lot of work, but PNC always delivers. - 
@CanesStats 

First off, thank you for noticing. It definitely is a lot. There are 
a ton of people behind the scenes that are plenty deserving 
of recognition. 

While it would be impossible for me to shout-out every single 
one, how about the in-game environment? The towels on the 
seats don't magically appear, after all. The full-time staff has 
been at it the day before each game, laying out multiple 
sections per department. 

Keeping the crowd engaged and starting the in-game chants 
and cheers? Kudos to the Game Operations & Entertainment 
team, headed by Chris Greenley, Sam Heinsohn and Leah 
Bellio, who coordinate and run the above listed items. 

Again, I should probably stop before I get myself in trouble 
for over-sighting or not individually calling out someone, but it 
really is a lot. There is frankly a lot of added stress, but I 
think everyone who works for the team can take some pride 
in moments such as yesterday, hosting the biggest crowd in 
franchise history. Makes it worth it. 

Svech and Aho combined for nine points (iirc) in the seven 
games versus Boston. Was that the result of matchups 
Boston put out there, and if so, do either NYR or the Pens 
have a similar "neutralizing" line? - @KrakenCaniac 

Brilliant hockey question, Brian. 

Patrice Bergeron is the best defensive forward to play the 
sport in the last 10-15 years. Rod Brind'Amour said post-
game yesterday that you could realistically you could rename 
the Selke Trophy after him and there would not be 
complaints. 

In the games in Boston, Bruce Cassidy and co. had 
Bergeron's line against Aho's line. That played a big part in 
their numbers. No points for Aho at TD Garden, only two for 
Svechnikov, one of which was a power play goal. 

You just have to give credit where credit is due. It takes a 
special player to be able to shut down those talented players 
for Carolina. 

Now, to the second half of the question, do either the 
Rangers or Penguins have a similar neutralizing line? 
Obviously Sidney Crosby is an incredible player, so his line 
is probably the closest thing from either team. Is he as strong 
as of a player defensively as Bergeron? No, but there's some 
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offensive compensation leaning his way in that head-to-head 
comparison. As far as the Rangers go, their top half of their 
lineup is again much more offensive-based as opposed to 
being the shutdown type. 

Let's just keep this simple. Freddie Andersen? - 
@CaniacZach 

I get it. He was a top five regular season goalie. 

However, let me answer a question with a question to start 
this one. What's the rush? 

Antti Raanta was damn good this series. His .927 save 
percentage ranks fourth among all goalies that played four 
games in Round One. 

Have we also forgotten that Pyotr Kochetkov was also 
REALLY good during his incredibly tough appearances? He 
won in relief and then in his only start was the loss in which 
Carolina allowed three special teams goals. What more 
could you ask for there? 

Also, what will Andersen look like when he comes back from 
injury? 

Rod Brind'Amour has finally started cutting through the red 
tape with updates and said this week, "Until he practices with 
us, there is no update."  

When Freddie does practice with the team, you will hear a 
siren sounding so loud it will be able to be heard by all of the 
Triangle. Those near and dear to you will spring up out of 
their chairs, maybe even take their shirt off and spin it around 
their head like a helicopter. 

We getting new uni's next year? - @wlowery14 

For the Stadium Series game, yes! That's become 
customary for participating teams. 

Closing Up Shop 

Thank you, as always, to everyone who took the time to ask 
questions today. 

There's been a huge uptick lately and while I'd like to answer 
every single one, I understand that attention spans only last 
so long these days. 

Enjoy the rest of your Sunday and let's gear up for another 
big week! 
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Rangers will play Hurricanes in Eastern Second Round 

By David Satriano  

The New York Rangers will play the Carolina Hurricanes in 
the Eastern Conference Second Round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

New York advanced with a 4-3 overtime win against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in Game 7 at Madison Square Garden 
on Sunday. Carolina eliminated the Boston Bruins with a 3-2 
win in Game 7 of the first round at PNC Arena on Saturday. 

The Hurricanes, who are the No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan 
Division, will have home-ice advantage against the Rangers, 
the No. 2 seed from the Metropolitan. 

"It's relief, the first round for me is always the most 
emotional," coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "It's always the one 
that's the most intense and then you're like, this goes on for, 
you're hoping, another month and a half. It sucks out a little 
of everybody as it goes along. So sometimes getting through 
the first round is actually the toughest because it's so 
emotional and then the next round will be emotional, but I 
think it kind of dies down a little bit as you go along. 

"So getting through this round sometimes is huge in that 
regard. And then now it's just getting refocused. That will be 
the next challenge." 

Defensemen Tony DeAngelo (one goal, seven assists) and 
Jaccob Slavin (two goals, six assists) led the Hurricanes with 
eight points in the first round, and center Vincent 
Trocheck (three goals, four assists) and forward Teuvo 
Teravainen (two goals, five assists) each had seven. 
Forward Max Domi had two goals and an assist in Game 7 to 
finish with five points (two goals, three assists), as did 
centers Sebastian Aho (two goals, three assists) and Seth 
Jarvis (three goals, two assists). 

Goalie Antti Raanta won three of the four games against the 
Bruins, and rookie Pyotr Kochetkov was 1-1 with a 3.31 
goals-against average and .900 save percentage. Frederik 
Andersen did not play in the series because of a lower-body 
injury he sustained on April 16. 

Carolina was 3-1-0 against New York, with Aho leading the 
team with seven points (three goals, four assists). Trocheck 
(two goals, two assists), Jarvis (two goals, two assists), 
forward Andrei Svechnikov (one goal, three assists) and 
defenseman Brady Skjei (four assists) each had four points. 

Andersen was 2-1-0 with a 2.01 GAA and .914 save 
percentage against the Rangers, and Kochetkov made 31 
saves in a 4-3 win on April 26. Raanta, who played for the 
Rangers from 2015-17, has played one career game against 
New York, a 2-1 shootout loss on Jan. 6, 2018, as a member 
of the Arizona Coyotes. 

Forward Chris Kreider led the Rangers with six points (four 
goals, two assists) and scored a goal in each of the four 
regular-season games. Center Mika Zibanejad had five 
points (one goal, four assists), and defenseman K'Andre 
Miller and forward Frank Vatrano each had one goal and two 
assists. 

Igor Shesterkin was 0-2-0 with a 3.63 GAA and .883 save 
percentage. Alexandar Georgiev was 1-1-0 with a 3.01 GAA, 
.924 save percentage and one shutout. 

"They play a fast, physical game," Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba said of the Hurricanes. "They get in on the 
forecheck. We have to take advantage of opportunities when 
we get them." 

Carolina, which advanced to the second round for the third 
time in four seasons, defeated New York in three games in 
the best-of-5 Stanley Cup Qualifiers in 2020. 
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Rangers-Canes, Battle of Alberta up next in NHL playoffs 

By Stephen Whyno 

A few minutes after his New York Rangers moved on to the 
second round of the NHL playoffs by beating the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Gerard Gallant had not mentally moved on to 
what’s next. 

“I don’t even know who we play,” Gallant said with a chuckle. 

It’s the Carolina Hurricanes, coach. Game 1 is Wednesday 
night. Shortly after, the Calgary Flames host the Edmonton 
Oilers in the first playoff rendition of the Battle of Alberta in 
31 years. 

Carolina and New York last met in the postseason in the 
best-of-five opening round of the 24-team expanded bubble 
playoffs in 2020. The fifth-seeded Hurricanes swept the 12th-
seeded Rangers. 

Before the Rangers beat the Penguins, Carolina captain 
Jordan Staal said either team would present a major 
challenge.  

New York advanced to the second round for the first time 
since 2017 by beating the Penguins 4-3 in overtime in Game 
7 Sunday night. It was the third consecutive comeback win 
for the Rangers, who trailed 3-1 in the series. 

“We’re not done,” Rangers center Mika Zibanejad said. 

OILERS-FLAMES 

Connor McDavid carried Edmonton past Los Angeles with 14 
points in the hard-fought seven-game series. The previous 
time the Oilers and Flames met in the playoffs was almost 
six years before he was born. 

Despite playing two seasons for Calgary, Oilers goaltender 
Mike Smith’s response Saturday night to who he’d rather 
play was a simple, “I don’t really care.” 

The hockey community will gladly take the first Flames-Oilers 
series since 1991. A year after the creation of the North 
Division guaranteed a Canada-based team in the final four, 
the same will happen with one from Alberta. 

Calgary last reached the Cup Final in 2004 and Edmonton in 
2006. Montreal in 1993 was the last team from Canada to 
win it all. 

More work is left to end the country’s Cup drought. 

“The job’s far from over,” Oilers defenseman Codi Ceci said. 
“We’ll just have to refocus and get ready for the second 
round.” 

LIGHTNING-PANTHERS  

Florida Panthers deadline addition Brandon Montour may not 
have had a rooting interest in Game 7 between the Tampa 

Bay Lightning and Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday night. 
Many of his teammates who got eliminated by the Lightning 
were happy to see the back-to-back defending Stanley Cup 
champions win to become their next opponent. 

“I think a lot of guys wanted to play this team,” Montour said 
Sunday. “It’s always a battle against these guys, and we’re 
up for the challenge and everyone’s excited in there.” 

Lightning-Panthers is one of two second-round series that 
are rematches from last year. In the Western Conference, 
the top-seeded Colorado Avalanche face off against the St. 
Louis Blues they swept out of the playoffs in the first round in 
2021. 

Just like last time, Florida has home-ice advantage. It didn’t 
matter much because Tampa Bay won the first two games in 
Sunrise on the way to knocking out the Panthers in six. 

The Sunshine State rivals split their four meetings during the 
regular season. 

“People especially in Florida have been begging for the two 
teams to be contenders and go at it,” Lightning coach Jon 
Cooper said in Toronto after Game 7 against the Maple 
Leafs. “They’ve retooled their team and brought some big 
names in there and it should be a ton of fun. They’re fun to 
play against, they’re competitive as hell and I think it’s really 
good for hockey.” 

Montour is far from the only player who wasn’t part of the 
series last year. The Panthers added forward Sam Reinhart 
last summer and acquired defenseman Ben Chiarot and 
longtime Philadelphia Flyers captain Claude Giroux at the 
trade deadline, while the Lightning signed Corey Perry and 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare and brought back defenseman 
Zach Bogosian before the season before getting deeper at 
forward in March with Nick Paul and Brandon Hagel. 

“These were the kind of matchups that I was excited about 
making the move down here,” Reinhart said. “It brings out 
the best and the intensity out of both teams.” 

BLUES-AVALANCHE 

This was the first matchup of the second round to get locked 
in after Colorado swept Nashville and St. Louis beat 
Minnesota in six. It also could be the feistiest, especially in 
the aftermath of Avalanche center Nazem Kadri concussing 
Blues defenseman Justin Faulk with an illegal check to the 
head in the series last year that prompted an eight-game 
suspension. 

Kadri is having a career season, the Blues have already 
dealt with a series of injuries on their blue line and no one 
has forgotten that hit or the lopsided nature of the series. 
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“I think it’s in the back of guys’ minds, for sure — they were 
not too happy about it, as was nobody in the organization,” 
Blues coach Craig Berube told reporters Saturday. “We’ve 
got to focus on now. Yeah there’s motivation, for sure, but 
you’re in the playoffs. You’re trying to win. What more 
motivation do you need?” 

There are some similarities to the Wild in style of play, but 
Minnesota didn’t have Norris Finalist Cale Makar or skilled 
top-end forwards as big as Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko 
Rantanen and Gabriel Landeskog. 

“That’s the difference,” Berube said. “You’re talking 230-, 
225-pound guys that are really good skaters, they’re strong 

guys. ... You want to be physical on them, but there’s going 
to be times where you’re outmatched physically at times.” 

Berube said his team would need to defend hard and also 
score some goals. The Avalanche know the Blues have 
plenty of depth offensively. 

“It’s a different attack because it’s not just one line that you 
really have to focus on,” Colorado defenseman Devon 
Toews said. “They’ve got a full 12 forwards up there that can 
really score. It’s going to take all four of our lines and all six 
of our D to stop that and slow it down and then create our 
offense off of it.” 
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About Last Night: Exorcising the Demons 

By Brett Finger  

The pressures of game seven are always burdensome, but 
the emotions of Saturday’s winner-take-all matchup between 
the Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins were ratcheted 
up a great deal. 

A lot of history went into those emotions for a large portion of 
a Carolina roster that had gone to battle with the Bruins twice 
in three years and found themselves on the wrong side of 
four and five-game series. 

This year, the Hurricanes were different. They were poised. 
They played their game, confident that it would put them on 
top in the end. 

When the final buzzer sounded on Saturday, the Hurricanes 
celebrated a series win, locking in their date with a 
Metropolitan Division team in round two of these 2022 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

The Max Domi Game 

Following an established trend for most of the 2021-22 
season, it was a different hero for the Hurricanes on 
Saturday. 

In game seven, it was trade deadline addition Max Domi who 
stole the show and made the difference. 

His ultra-composed touch pass along the goal line with just a 
minute to go in a scoreless first period gave Carolina the 
momentum they needed going into the first intermission. 

From there, it was Domi’s finishing ability around the front of 
the net that boosted the Hurricanes to three goals in a tight-
checking elimination game. 

Going back to his time with the Columbus Blue Jackets 
before the trade deadline, Domi had scored just two goals in 
40 games, entering game seven on Saturday. Still, when the 
Hurricanes needed an x-factor, they got it from a guy who, 
not dissimilar to his linemate Teravainen, had been a much 
bigger playmaking force than a goalscorer. 

“He’s so quick,” said Rod Brind’Amour of Domi. “And he’s got 
a touch. Whenever he gets the puck, he does good things 
with it. Tonight obviously, he showed that. He was the 
difference-maker tonight.” 

While Domi was the game's story, it was the top-to-bottom 
effort that the Hurricanes put in that made the difference 
against a Boston team that had haunted them over the past 
few seasons. 

In his first game of the 2022 postseason, Steven Lorentz led 
all Carolina skaters in expected goals-for at 5-on-5. That 
fourth line with him, Jesperi Kotkaniemi, and Martin Necas 

were a force in limited minutes, again hammering home that 
the Hurricanes can roll four lines throughout any game, 
regardless of the stakes attached. 

Carolina’s most used forward at 5-on-5 was Jesper Fast, 
who clocked in at 14:21 of even-strength ice time. There was 
a difference of fewer than three minutes in 5-on-5 ice-time 
between Fast and the least-used forward in the Hurricanes’ 
top-nine group. 

“No matter what, we come in waves,” Domi said. “Every guy 
can come in here every night. The guys stepped up tonight. 
It’s massive.” 

The Antti Raanta Series 

Perhaps the most impressive thing about the Hurricanes’ 
series win was that they did it without their Vezina contender 
Frederik Andersen. 

It’s been a long, winding road for Raanta to get to where he 
is now. He started his first playoff game in game one of the 
series, just ten days before his 33rd birthday, and he was the 
starter in each of Carolina’s four wins against the Bruins. 

Even that was in question, though, after a collision with 
David Pastrnak in game two provided yet another health 
scare for the Carolina netminding group, but he came back 
just four days later and held serve on home ice the rest of 
the way. 

In six round-one starts, the backup to Andersen had a .927 
save percentage. That numbered ballooned to .962 in his 
games at PNC Arena. 

“I think at the All-Star break, it started to feel like I was also 
contributing,” said Raanta of his up-and-down first season 
with the Hurricanes. “I think guys started to trust me, and I 
was able to show that I can also do the job. I think when the 
playoffs started you have the confidence as a group. When 
one of the best goalies in the league goes down with an 
injury, it’s going to sting a little bit, but we’ve been playing the 
whole year, and the team in front of me is doing a great job. I 
just tried to do my job to get the win.” 

He did more than “just his job” on Saturday. His stellar 
performance, especially in the second and third periods, shut 
down a seasoned yet desperate Bruins club to keep the 
Hurricanes in front and allow Domi and company to build on 
the lead. 

Beyond his ups and downs on the ice, Raanta’s season 
carried even bigger struggles off of the ice with the loss of his 
father. 

“Before the game, we were talking with [Paul Schonfelder], 
and we always have the chat before the game,” said Raanta 
after the game. “He told me, ‘whatever happens today, your 
old man, wherever he’s watching, he’s super proud.’ I think 
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that was the last thing to get in my head. Whatever happens 
today, it was obviously great to get the win and have my kids 
in the stands and lots of people texting me, and lots of 
people in Finland staying awake for today’s game. It’s great. 
Obviously, it would be great if my dad was here to see this, 
but I’m sure he’s somewhere, and he’s super happy.” 

His kids didn’t stay in the stands after the game, as we were 
all blessed with a beautiful moment in the postgame press 
conference. 

It was the perfect way to cap off what was, in many ways, a 
perfect day for Raanta and the Hurricanes—knowing the 
emotions that Raanta felt on the ice today and throughout 
the season to that point, the result meant much more than a 
typical game seven. 

Begone, Demons 

After game one, I wrote about the added weight that this first-
round series carried, given the history that this core of Canes 
players has with that core of Bruins players. 

After failing to end the series in Boston in game six and 
looking as lethargic as they did along the way, there had to 
be some level of concern entering game seven. Frankly, a 
game-seven loss to this team would have been a failure. 

Thankfully, the Hurricanes came out and very clearly put that 
loss straight into the trash. 

With a record PNC Arena crowd behind them, Brind’Amour’s 
group looked calm and composed. They had their game 
plan, and they executed it impressively. Much like game one, 
no matter the score or the situation, there was never any 
sense of doubt or unease from a Canes team that has now 
been here and knew what to expect. 

As intense as the physical battle was, the mental battle was 
even a notch higher. 

“It’s a relief, for sure,” Brind’Amour said. “And then, the first 
round for me is always the most emotional. It’s always the 
one that’s the most intense. And then you’re hoping it goes 
on for another month and a half. It sucks a little out of 
everybody as it goes along. Sometimes getting out of the first 
round is actually the toughest because it’s so emotional. The 
next round will be emotional, but I think it kind of dies down a 
little bit as you move along. Now it’s getting refocused. That 
will be the next challenge.” 

Now that the Hurricanes have slammed the door on the 
Bruins storylines that have plagued them in two of the last 
three postseasons, the focus shifts to the winner of the 
Pittsburgh Penguins and New York Rangers first-round 
series that will conclude today with a game seven. 

Regardless of who wins, it will be a familiar divisional foe for 
the Canes in round two. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 16, 2022 

 

Wolves/Admirals in Central Finals 

After dispatching the Rockford IceHogs in three straight 
games, the Central Division champion Chicago Wolves have 
advanced to face the third-seeded Milwaukee Admirals in the 
Central Division Finals of the 2022 Calder Cup Playoffs. The 
best-of-five series begins Saturday, May 21, at Allstate 
Arena. 

The Wolves own home-ice advantage throughout the 
postseason after producing the American Hockey League’s 
best regular-season record and setting the franchise’s single-
season mark for highest points percentage (.724). In addition 
to hosting Game 1 for the Central Division Finals, the Wolves 
are the home team for Game 2 on Sunday, May 22, and 
Game 5 (if necessary) on Sunday, May 29, as they pursue 
the organization’s fifth league championship. 

The official schedule for the Central Division Finals: 

 DATE SITE TIME TICKETS 

Game 
1 

Saturday, 
May 21 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 p.m. Game 1 

Game 
2 

Sunday, May 
22 

Allstate 
Arena 

3 p.m. Game 2 

Game 
3 

Wednesday, 
May 25 

Panther 
Arena 

7 p.m.  

Game 
4* 

Friday, May 
27 

Panther 
Arena 

7 p.m.  

Game 
5* 

Sunday, May 
29 

Allstate 
Arena 

3 p.m. 
Game 5 (if 
necessary) 

  

This marks the sixth time the Wolves and Admirals have met 
in the postseason and Chicago has claimed all but one 

series. In three of the five previous postseason meetings, the 
winner of the Chicago-Milwaukee series went on to claim the 
league championship. The Wolves knocked off Milwaukee in 
the 1998 IHL Western Conference Semifinals on the way to 
the Turner Cup. The Admirals took the Wolves in six games 
in the 2004 West Division Finals en route to the Calder Cup, 
then the Wolves defeated Milwaukee in the 2008 West 
Division Semifinals to start the journey toward the 
organization’s fourth championship. 

These Wolves and Admirals are especially familiar with each 
other because they met 14 times during the regular season 
— the Wolves winning nine times — and because nine 
Wolves, eight Admirals and both teams’ coaching staffs 
shared the Wolves roster during the shortened 2021 season. 
Milwaukee did not field a team due to COVID-19 health and 
safety protocols, so the Wolves made an agreement with the 
NHL’s Nashville Predators to add their prospects to a roster 
that already featured the Carolina Hurricanes’ prospects. 

The winner of the Chicago-Milwaukee series will advance to 
meet the winner of the best-of-five Pacific Division Finals in 
the Western Conference Finals. The top-seeded Stockton 
Heat already have reached the Pacific Division Finals, but 
the second-seeded Ontario Reign and third-seeded Colorado 
Eagles have yet to settle their Pacific Division Semifinals. 
The Western Conference Finals and the Calder Cup Finals 
will be best-of-seven series. 

To purchase tickets and to find the latest information on the 
Calder Cup Playoffs, either visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
Individual tickets for all playoff games also can be purchased 
by visiting Ticketmaster.com, calling Ticketmaster at 800-
745-3000, or visiting the Allstate Arena box office or any 
other Ticketmaster outlet. 

Every postseason game will be broadcast in HD on 
AHLTV.com. To set up an all-access package — either for 
one day or for every Calder Cup Playoffs contest — visit 
www.AHLTV.com. 
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Lyon, Wolves sweep IceHogs 

Goaltender Alex Lyon rejected 29 of 30 shots as the Chicago 
Wolves swept the Central Division Semifinals with a 4-1 
Game 3 victory over the Rockford IceHogs Sunday 
afternoon. 

Forwards Ivan Lodnia, CJ Smith, Jack Drury and Andrew 
Poturalski scored for the Wolves (3-0), who’ll face the third-
seeded Milwaukee Admirals in the best-of-5 Central Division 
Finals. Chicago hosts Game 1 on Saturday, May 21, and 
Game 2 on Sunday, May 22, at Allstate Arena. 

Lyon rejected 62 of 66 shots while handling all 180 minutes 
in goal for the Wolves during the sweep. Rockford scored the 
series’ first goal, but Chicago never trailed again after 
scoring two goals in the final minute of Game 1’s first period. 

“He was outstanding tonight,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “You could tell he was locked in early. He made 
some big saves, including a breakaway on (Lukas) Reichel. 
You can just tell he’s a pro. He’s got a plan of how he wants 
to attack it and he executes it. Big, big kudos to him.” 

The Wolves jumped on top 2:27 into Game 3 as center 
Spencer Smallman collected the puck in the right corner, 
scissored his way toward the slot and spied Lodnia near the 
bottom of the left circle. Lodnia, who drew into the lineup for 
the first time this series, accepted the pass and flicked a 
backhand past goaltender Arvid Soderblom for the 1-0 lead. 

Lyon and the Wolves’ penalty-kill units snuffed four Rockford 
power plays in a 12-minute stretch bridging the first and 
second periods, then the Wolves made the IceHogs pay on 
their first power play of the second period. 

Just as the IceHogs’ Ryan Stanton departed the penalty box 
after serving his two minutes, the Wolves’ David Gust took a 
big hit in the right corner while winning the puck and sending 
it to Smith near the top of the left circle. Smith dished to 

Richard Panik at the goal line, then circled toward the slot as 
Panik found him for the give-and-go pass that Smith buried 
into the right corner of the net. That gave the Wolves a 2-0 
lead with 3:03 left in the second. 

Rockford’s Evan Barratt took a tripping penalty in the 
opening minute of the third period — and the Wolves 
promptly added their first official power-play goal of the 
game. Poturalski steered a pass from the left corner to Joey 
Keane at the left point, then Keane ripped a shot into traffic 
that Drury redirected past Soderblom for the 3-0 lead at 1:12 
of the third. 

Rockford finally got on the board when defenseman Ian 
Mitchell posted a power-play goal with 7:02 remaining in 
regulation. 

The IceHogs took a pair of penalties shortly thereafter to set 
up a Wolves 5-on-3 power-play opportunity. Rockford killed 
off half of it, but Poturalski collected a Leivo pass on the goal 
line, moved to the top of the crease and roofed the puck over 
Soderblom for a 4-1 lead with 3:11 to go. 

Soderblom (2-3) posted 36 saves for Rockford, which 
dropped three games in four days after sweeping the best-of-
3 preliminary series against the Texas Stars the previous 
week. 

After the Wolves host Games 1 and 2 next weekend, the 
Milwaukee Admirals host Game 3 on Wednesday, May 25 
and, if necessary, Game 4 on Friday, May 27. If the series 
goes the distance, the Wolves host Game 5 on Sunday, May 
29. 

To get the best Calder Cup Playoff tickets at Allstate Arena, 
visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a Wolves 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/article261474177.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261465752.html 
https://theathletic.com/3312887/2022/05/15/hurricanes-finally-beat-bruins/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/raanta-proves-ready-for-top-role-in-hurricanes-playoff-push/20282830/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-27-round-one-winners/c-334098776 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-to-play-new-york-rangers-in-second-round-of-playoffs/c-334081888 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-toronto-tampa-eea09883c3d17a2c54fce7f87a0bd1cf 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/15/23073895/about-last-night-exorcising-the-demons-carolina-hurricanes-bruins-domi-raanta-nhl-playoffs 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/15/wolves-admirals-in-central-finals/ 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/15/lyon-wolves-sweep-icehogs/ 
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Hurricanes face Rangers in second round of Stanley Cup playoffs. Here’s 
a quick primer 

 

BY JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED MAY 15, 2022 10:31 PM 

 

Saturday, they made another charge — and completed it. Trailing by a 
goal in the third period, Mika Zibenajad scored to send the game into 
overtime, and Artemi Panarin finished on a power play in the extra 
session to lift the Rangers over the Pittsburgh Penguins, 4-3, in Game 7 
of their first-round series. The Rangers at one point trailed the series 3-1, 
and at that point had given up seven goals in each of back-to-back 
games. 

Back in early February, the Canes had a large advantage in the division, 
but the hot-shooting Rangers, led by a strong if unexpected season from 
Chris Kreider and elite Vezina Trophy caliber goaltending from Igor 
Shesterkin, caught up. It wasn’t until the final weeks of the season — a 
five-game Carolina win streak and a head-to-head win over the Rangers 
at Madison Square Garden included — that things were decided. 

New York won 52 games and earned 110 points, the most since it won 
53 and had the league’s best record in 2015, and they did that as the 
second-youngest team to make the playoffs (average age: 26.44), 
according to Elite Prospects. The L.A. Kings were the youngest, at 26.27. 
The Canes? Fourth among playoff teams at 27.35. 

But what does that mean? Only that both teams have drafted well and 
acquired reasonably aged veterans. This time of year, experience can be 
a factor in a tight playoff series. Boston nearly willed its way past 
Carolina on the backs of two veteran forwards who’ve won the Stanley 
Cup. 

In dispatching Boston, the Canes proved they’re ready for youth to be 
served. 

The Rangers, though, present an interesting mirror-image, and not only 
because several Canes players once donned a blue shirt. 

Here’s a look at the Rangers lineup: 

FORWARDS 

The biggest story up front this season for the Rangers has been Chris 
Kreider. A solid all-around player since joining the Rangers out of Boston 
College in 2011, Kreider was a solid second- or third-line fantasy option 
(for those in deeper leagues) because he is also a tough customer and 
picked up a lot of penalty minutes (which are rewarded in many fantasy 
leagues). But his previous high for goals in a season was 28, in 2016-17 
and again in 2018-19. 

This year? He had 52 in the regular season, and has five more in the 
playoffs. 

He plays on the team’s top line with Mika Zibanejad and Bruins castoff 
via Florida Frank Vatrano. The Rangers’ second line, or more accurately 
a 1B to the Kreider line’s 1A, features Artemi Panarin, Ryan Strome and 
Andrew Copp, the latter of which was also a mid-season acquisition for 
the Rangers. 

To help the youngsters, the Rangers’ grind line can be a nuisance at 
best, and absolute bear to contend with physically at its worst. Ryan 
Reaves is the noted player in this group, which also includes old Canes 
friend Greg McKegg. 

Barclay Goodrow, a Cup winner with Tampa Bay, is among the Rangers’ 
depth forwards, but has been hurt recently. 

DEFENSE 

The Rangers are comparable to the Canes in a very important way: 
Much like Carolina, New York’s top four defenders are interchangeable 
complements to one another. Sure, each player has a bent toward 
offense or defense from the blue line, but all four of the Rangers’ top 
defenders can manage assignments against the top lines from opposing 
teams. In the recently completed series against the Penguins, that was 
the case against the Guentzel-Crosby duo. 

Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren are sound in defensive accountability and 
dynamic on offense. Much like the Canes’ Tony DeAngelo, Fox is a 
creative defender and a high octane offensive threat. 

K’Andre Miller and Jacob Trouba are physically imposing and play 
lockdown defense in the mold of Brady Skjei and Brett Pesce, with their 
collective size and reach covering large areas of the ice. 

The edge Carolina has on paper here is in depth. Brendan Smith and Ian 
Cole are a solid veteran presence. They won’t wow you with Norris-like 
numbers, but they’ll add leadership and solid minutes. The Rangers’ third 
pairing of Justin Braun and Braden Schneider is solid enough, but not to 
the same level. 

GOALIES 

Surprisingly, the Rangers have used two goalies in these playoffs, and it 
wasn’t necessarily intentional. 

Igor Shesterkin has been the best goalie in the NHL all season long and 
is the odds-on favorite to win the Vezina Trophy this season. But early in 
the series against the Penguins, he looked not only mortal, but downright 
bad, getting outdueled in a score-fest by Pens’ third-stringer Louis 
Domingue. 

That said, the Canes did score three goals in the second period on 
Shesterkin in a late-season win, and record three wins in four games 
during the regular season. The Rangers’ best goaltending performance 
against Carolina this season was by Georgiev, who had a 44-save 
shutout in Raleigh. 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Statistically, the Rangers present a problem matchup for the Canes. 

New York finished fourth in the league with a 25.2 percent power-play 
conversion rate, but, very much like the Canes’ first-round opponent — 
and the Canes themselves — they took a step back late in the season. In 
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the Rangers’ final 14 games, they were just 6-for-37 on power-play 
opportunities. 

But, that big unit has a ton of weapons. Kreider led the NHL with 26 
power-play goals in the regular season, has great-hand-eye coordination 
and is a big body to move in front. Zibanejad tied for 10th with 15 PP 
goals and is often used in a one-time setup from the right circle. Fox, who 
tied for second in the league with 33 power-play assists, plays a role for 
them similar to DeAngelo in Carolina, and Panarin is deadly, too, with 32 
power-play assists of his own — and the game-winner with the extra 
skater in overtime in Game 7. 

The Canes’ power play has been much maligned in the playoffs and, 
really, for the better part of two months, falling out of the league’s top 10 
through March and April. The Rangers have been adequate killing 
penalties this year, but hit a couple of slumps in that department. 

COACHING 

Seemingly on an upward trajectory, the Rangers were apparently not 
pleased with the work of GM Jeff Gorton and coach Dave Quinn at the 
end of last season. Enter Chris Drury as GM, who brought in Gerard 
Gallant behind the bench. 

Gallant, who took the Vegas Golden Knights to the Stanley Cup Final in 
the franchise’s first season, was unceremoniously let go the year prior. 
His style has fit the Rangers’ roster perfectly, and he led them to a 52-win 
season. 

He directs the team in a north-south game, similar to how the Canes run. 
He’s a solid tactician, and has a proven playoff track record. 
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Bruins’ Charlie McAvoy, Hurricanes’ Brendan Smith fined by NHL for 
Game 7 actions 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

MAY 15, 2022 1:56 PM 

 

Boston Bruins Connor Clifton (75) checks Carolina Hurricanes Brendan 
Smith (7) in the second period on Wednesday, May 4, 2022 during game 
two of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 
ROBERT WILLETT rwillett@newsobserver.com 

An intense Game 7 between the Carolina Hurricanes and Boston Bruins 
has resulted in a pair of fines. 

The NHL Department of Player Safety announced Sunday that Bruins 
defenseman Charlie McAvoy had been fined $5,000 for tripping Canes 
defenseman Brady Skjei in the third period of the Canes’ 3-2 playoff win 
at PNC Arena as Carolina advanced. 

The NHL also announced that Canes defenseman Brendan Smith has 
been fined $2,000 for elbowing forward David Pastrnak during the third 
period. 

Both fines are the maximums allowed under the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement. The money goes to the Players’ Emergency Assistance 
Fund. 

Neither play resulted in penalties during the game. 
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How the Hurricanes finally beat the Bruins 

 

By Sara Civian 

May 15, 2022 

 

The Hurricanes beat the Bruins 3-2 in Game 7 on Saturday, advancing 
past Boston in their third recent try. 

“It’s such a different feeling coming into this one,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I think back in the other ones, if we would’ve won, you 
guys might have been a little surprised. This time around, I felt like it was 
our time. Our guys have matured. I think they felt that, too.” 

The expectation in “Raleighwood” has changed for sure, as the team 
finished the regular season atop the Metro Division and No. 3 in the 
league. The core is getting more playoff experience and has entered the 
Cup window. The Canes have developed a reputation of being hard to 
play against, just like their coach was. 

“We knew we were going to have our hands full with this team,” Bruins 
star Brad Marchand said. “They’ve been great all year long, very well 
coached, very well disciplined in their system. They have a lot of depth. 
We knew it was going to be a tough battle, but we also knew if we got 
through this team, we would make a deep run. I think this is probably the 
toughest group to come out of the East.” 

As we await a Round 2 opponent from the Rangers-Penguins series, let’s 
take a look at how the Hurricanes lived up to their new-found 
expectations and finally beat the Bruins. 

Losing some of the coaching battles but winning the war 

Brind’Amour and Bruins coach Bruce Cassidy are Jack Adams winners 
and two of the best coaches in the NHL. The cool thing about that is they 
differ in philosophy, which The Athletic’s Bruins reporter, Fluto Shinzawa, 
and I covered in our live room before Game 7. Cassidy is more inclined 
to switch things up to squeeze more out of his guys and has less of a 
margin for error, while Brind’Amour encourages mistakes to get speed 
and effort out of his guys and rarely benches anyone for a mistake. 

Both approaches have been frustrating at times but have paid off. 
Brind’Amour rarely if ever changes the lineup around after a win. He 
doubled down on that philosophy throughout the Bruins series and didn’t 
make any major lineup tweaks after losses (save for Steven Lorentz’s 
Game 7 debut replacing Derek Stepan). 

Brind’Amour had said repeatedly that he liked the team’s game at even 
strength, and if he meant that, why would he make huge changes? The 
one mid-game adjustment he made, promoting Max Domi to the second 
line in Game 6, paid off with Domi’s two goals in Game 7. 

“Would it be weird to say that he never really changed?” captain Jordan 
Staal said of Brind’Amour’s demeanor leading up to Game 7. “He’s the 
same thing every day. He expects the same thing every day. What we’ve 
built here, the way we’ve played from Game 1 to now, it’s the way we 
want to play. Whether it’s Game 7 or the 50th game of the season, he 
says the same thing. It’s the same message. It’s that desire to play for 
each other and play hard and really just bring it. I thought everybody 
brought it tonight.” 

Depth 

I guess we’ll find out in Round 2 if winning a Game 7 without ample 
scoring contribution from their top guys was a good thing or a bad thing, 
but it was certainly a thing and depth got the job done for the Canes in 
Round 1. Defensemen Jaccob Slavin and Tony DeAngelo are leading the 
Canes with eight points apiece (two goals for Slavin, one for DeAngelo). 
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In terms of goals, Vincent Trocheck, Seth Jarvis, Nino Niederreiter and 
Andrei Svechnikov have three apiece (one of Svechnikov’s was in 
garbage time, remember). It would be nice to see more from Sebastian 
Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Martin Necas and others on the scoring front 
next series, but kudos to the depth for getting it done. 

Discipline 

Don’t come at me for this one, Bruins fans. I saw the Brendan Smith 
elbow, and it absolutely warranted the $2,000 fine (the maximum 
allowable under the collective bargaining agreement) along with the slew 
foot that will cost Charlie McAvoy $5,000. I’m also aware the Canes took 
nine penalties in one game. 

But I am talking about discipline in more of an existential way — the 
response game from DeAngelo after he flung his stick. I definitely saw 
that going the other way, and I was wrong. Then the image of DeAngelo 
holding back Trocheck in Game 7. Maybe Brind’Amour is getting to 
DeAngelo. 

I’m impressed the Hurricanes have remained calm in situations in which 
they would have let Marchand or the moment get the best of them in the 
past. That’s what I mean by “discipline.” I don’t want to see any more 
elbows in Round 2. I also mean what Marchand was referring to while 
praising the Canes: They do not stray from their system. And again, 
that’s been a source of frustration when you might want to see them do 
something crazy for the heck of it at the end of a loss, but the long con 
tends to pay off when you’re playing a seven-game series. 

Goaltending 

The ice had been so unbelievably tilted to the home team throughout this 
series, and the plentiful five-goal wins were hardly indicative of the 
goaltending either way. There were a few goals Antti Raanta might want 
back, but he ended the series 3-2 with a .927 save percentage and a 
2.37 goals-against average. His performance is tough to convey even 
through advanced analytics; it was more about keeping the Canes in 
games while they still had the chance to win. Even at the end of Game 6 
he was making some amazing saves, and we’d be talking about that 
more had the rest of the team showed up. 

Regular season paying off 

Has home ice ever mattered more? I tend to believe the NHL needs to do 
more to incentivize finishing at the top of the league, but for whatever 
reason none of us can figure out, this series felt bizarrely different at 
home and on the road for both teams. The Canes needed every edge 
they could get in the crapshoot that is a Game 7, and their consistency in 
the regular season paid off. 
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Rangers Beat the Penguins in Game 7 in Overtime 

 

David Waldstein 

6-8 minutes 16/05/2022 
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Time was running out on a season of unexpected success for the 
Rangers. They were losing by a goal and the anxiety was rising at 
Madison Square Garden. To most people outside the Ranger universe, it 
would have seemed as if their terrific run was over. 

But all season, including in the previous two games of their first-round 
playoff series, the Rangers had found a way to claw back and win, 
putting a stamp of authenticity on the team’s marketing slogan: “No quit 
in New York.” 

There they were, trailing by a goal again, this time with less than six 
minutes to play in regulation in a deciding Game 7, when Mika Zibanejad 
rifled a wrist shot to tie the score. Then 4 minutes and 46 seconds into 
overtime, Artemi Panarin punctuated another comeback win, rifling home 
a wrist shot on the power play to clinch a 4-3 win and send more than 
18,000 fans at the Garden into a deafening delirium. “It’s crazy,” 
Zibanejad said. “I don’t think I’ve heard this building louder than on Artie’s 
OT goal. I could not hear what I was thinking. People have been talking 
about Games 7s here and the crowd. It was unrealistic.” 

That surreal moment would have seemed almost implausible at the start 
of the campaign, but in a season in which the Rangers exceeded 
expectations and tantalized fans with their potential, they have made the 
unrealistic real. 

After facing a three-games-to-one deficit in the series, Sunday marked 
their third straight comeback win. And it comes after they came from 
behind 27 times in the regular season, second most in the N.H.L. 

That resilience will be useful in the next round when the Rangers take on 
the Carolina Hurricanes, who beat the Boston Bruins in seven games. 

“When we get down I don’t think anybody gets frustrated or switches the 
game, really,” defenseman Jacob Trouba said, adding, “Just the belief in 
the room, the positivity, the energy. It’s a fun group to be a part of, a fun 
group to play with.” 

Even with the Mets and the Yankees playing as well as they are, the 
Rangers are the hottest team in New York right now, which few saw 
coming. 

Coming into the season, the Rangers hoped to find the right mixture of 
young, promising skill players and savvy, talented veterans like 
Zibanejad, Panarin and Chris Kreider in front of a terrific goalie in Igor 
Shesterkin. It all came together even better than expected under Gerard 
Gallant, the team’s first-year head coach, and the Rangers won 52 
games and earned 110 points in the regular season. 

The only unknown was playoff experience and the ability to win on the 
biggest stage. They certainly have that now to go with a generous dose 
of confidence. 

Gallant had faith in Panarin, saying after the game that he had a feeling 
the Russian forward, despite not standing out earlier in the game, would 
come through. And he did, with only nine seconds remaining on the 
power play. Panarin took the puck from Adam Fox at the top of the right 
face-off circle, skated a few paces toward goal and then fired off his right 
foot, beating Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry on the short side through a 
screen, and unleashing a wild celebration on the ice and in the stands. 

“Honestly, they’ve been letting me shoot since the first game,” Panarin 
said through an interpreter. “My bad, I haven’t really been making those 
shots. But maybe I should listen to everyone’s advice now and actually 
get out there and take shots.” 

The tying goal came with 5:45 remaining in the third period after a play 
that angered Penguins Coach Mike Sullivan. Pittsburgh’s Marcus 
Pettersson lost his helmet behind the Penguins’ goal after getting tangled 
up with Rangers forward Alexis Lafrenière, and by rule Pettersson had to 
either find his helmet and put it back on or leave the ice for safety 
reasons. Pettersson headed toward the bench. 

Kris Letang, Pittsburgh’s best defenseman, took Petterson’s place, but 
he skated to the net, in front of Jarry, and was not in a position to 
challenge Zibanejad’s shot. And if Pettersson had been on the ice, he 
might have helped the Penguins clear the puck. Sullivan, not surprisingly, 
is not a fan of the rule. 

“I think it stinks,” he said. “He has to come off. His helmet got pulled off 
intentionally, but that’s the rule.” 
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For the Penguins, who were in the playoffs for the 16th straight year, the 
loss was especially difficult to bear because it could be the last season of 
their longtime core of Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Letang playing 
together. The latter two can be free agents and sign with other teams. 

“It’s not up to me, but obviously I’ve had a great experience playing with 
these guys over the years with what they bring,” Crosby said. “I love our 
group.” 

Crosby, who concludes his 17th N.H.L. season, all with Pittsburgh, 
played Sunday for the first time after he was hit in the face by Trouba’s 
left arm in Game 5. He played well in Game 7, recording an assist, and 
inspired his teammates simply by returning. He was distraught over the 
loss, he said, because he felt this team had a chance to go further than 
people expected. 

He also lauded the Rangers for being opportunistic and taking advantage 
of the chances they had, including when Pettersson had to leave the ice. 
It almost sounded as if he felt the Rangers had more luck than the 
Penguins did. 

“You need some bounces to win, too,” Crosby said. “Give them some 
credit, they worked hard. But they got some bounces.” 

For much of the year, the Rangers have made those bounces count — 
even when they were behind in games, even when the outcome looked 
bleak. It is a trait they hope to carry into the next series, which will start in 
North Carolina. 

“We didn’t want the season to end,” Zibanejad said. “I think this has been 
our team all year. No matter how the game goes, whatever happens, we 
stick together, we work and we know what we have I that locker room.” 
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Panarin lifts Rangers past Penguins 4-3 in OT in Game 7 

 

Vin A. Cherwoo 

5-6 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

NEW YORK — Artemi Panarin scored a power-play goal 4:46 into 
overtime and the New York Rangers beat the Pittsburgh Penguins 4-3 
Sunday night to advance to the second round of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

Mika Zibanejad had a goal and two assists, and Chris Kreider and 
K’Andre Miller also scored for New York, which got its third straight 
comeback win after trailing 3-1 in the series. Andrew Copp had two 
assists and Igor Shesterkin stopped 42 shots. 

The Rangers went on a power play 2:55 into overtime when Pittsburgh’s 
Brock McGinn was called for holding. Late in the advantage, Panarin got 
the puck on the right side and fired a shot from the right circle past 
Tristan Jarry. 

The Rangers players all mobbed Panarin along the boards in the left 
corner as the sold-out Madison Square Garden crowd erupted into a 
frenzy. New York advanced to the second round for the first time since 
2017, when they lost to Ottawa. 

New York will play Carolina next. The Hurricanes beat the Boston Bruins 
in Game 7 on Saturday night. 

A rowdy MSG crowd erupted after the Rangers booked a ticket to a 
matchup with the Hurricanes. (Adam Hunger/AP) 

Evan Rodrigues had a goal and an assist, and Jake Guentzel and 
Danton Heinen also scored for the Penguins, who were ousted in the first 
playoff series for the fourth straight year. Jarry returned in goal and had 
26 saves in his first game since April 14. 

The Penguins also had captain Sidney Crosby back after he missed the 
last game with an upper body injury sustained midway through Game 5. 

Tyler Motte had a short-handed breakaway 8 1/2 minutes into the third 
period, but Jarry made a nice kick save on his forehand attempt to 
preserve Pittsburgh’s 3-2 lead. 

Zibanejad scored on a shot from the inside edge of the left circle off a 
pass from Copp with 5:45 left to tie it with his third of the series — all in 
the last two games. 

With the Rangers’ Kaapo Kakko off for a delay of game, Guentzel gave 
the Penguins a 2-1 lead with 9:42 left in the second as he kicked the 
puck up with his right skate and then swatted the puck out of the air with 
a backhand and in. The goal was upheld after a video review, giving 
Guentzel his eighth of the series. 

Miller tied it for the Rangers 1:05 later as he fired a shot from the top of 
the left circle and the puck deflected off the right skate of Penguins 
defenseman Mike Matheson in front and trickled across the goal line past 
Jarry. 

Rodrigues gave Pittsburgh a 3-2 lead on a short-handed breakaway as 
he skated in and beat Shesterkin with a backhander with 2:36 left in the 
middle period. It was his third of the series. 

Kreider gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead 7:36 into the game with his fifth goal 
of the series. Zibanejad got his seventh assist. 

Thirty seconds later, Shesterkin snatched Crosby’s slap shot out of the 
air while doing the splits, drawing chants of “I-gor! I-gor!” from the home 
crowd that was roaring since before puck drop. 

The Penguins had an extended power play late in the first period. With 
the Rangers’ Ryan Strome and Pittsburgh’s Bryan Rust off for roughing, 
New York’s Jacob Trouba was sent off on a double-minor for high-
sticking 

The Penguins took advantage as Heinen tied it with 1:09 left with a goal 
that wasn’t credited until the play was stopped about 25 seconds later. 
From the left side, Heinen poked the puck in and raised his arms in 
celebration, but play continued as Rangers defenseman Adam Fox swept 
the puck away. Replays showed it came after the puck had crossed the 
line, giving Heinen his third of the series. 

In addition to Jarry and Crosby, the Penguins also got forward Rickard 
Rakell back. Rakell hadn’t played since he suffered a lower body injury in 
Game 1. Defensemen Brian Dumoulin and Brian Boyle remained out with 
lower body injuries. 

Kreider got his 29th career postseason goal, tying Mark Messier for 
second place on the franchise list. Rod Gilbert is tops with 34. ... Kreider 
also got his 46th playoff point, tying Anders Hedberg for 10th place in 
franchise history. 

The Rangers improved to 10-6 all-time in a Game 7, including 8-1 at 
home. ... The Rangers also improved to 4-0 when forcing a Game 7 after 
trailing in a series 3-1. They previously beat Boston in the semifinals in 
1939, Pittsburgh in the second round in 2014 and Washington in the 
second round in 2015. 

The Penguins fell to 10-8 in deciding games, including 6-1 in a Game 7 
on the road. ... Under coach Mike Sullivan they fell to 3-1 in Game 7, last 
beating Ottawa in the 2017 Eastern Conference finals. 
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Rangers' Mika Zibanejad finally gets his big Garden moment 

 

Peter Botte 

3-3 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

Only linemate Chris Kreider has been with the Rangers longer than Mika 
Zibanejad. 

They were both with the organization the last time the Blueshirts won a 
playoff series in 2017, and they contributed mightily over the last couple 
of games to help front the Rangers to a seven-game ousting of the 
Penguins with a 4-3 overtime victory Sunday night at the Garden. 

Zibanejad netted the game-tying goal late in the third period and then 
assisted on Artemi Panarin’s overtime winner on the power play to finish 
the final two games of the series with three goals and seven points. 

“Like I’ve been repeating, like everyone’s been repeating, we didn’t want 
the season to end,” Zibanejad said. “This has been our team all year. No 
matter how the game goes, we stick together and we work and we know 
what we have in that locker room. 

“We said before the third we didn’t have anything to save it for. Doing the 
little things to try to advance pucks and try to win the one-on-one battles 
that’s what we talked about. Obviously the intensity level and a little bit of 
desperation kicks in when the clock starts winding down.” 

The Rangers, who overcame two-goal deficits to win each of the previous 
two games after falling behind 3-1 to open the series, trailed for much of 
the third period after Pittsburgh’s Evan Rodrigues had tallied a 
shorthanded goal late in the second. 

Zibanejad collected a loose puck in the slot and fired it past returning 
Pens goalie Tristan Jarry for the equalizer with 5:45 left in the third. 

“He’s been our best two-way player all year, and he finds a puck in the 
slot, and as we all know, he knows where that corner is,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said. 

The 29-year-old Zibanejad has been with the Rangers since a trade from 
Ottawa in 2016, and he signed a eight-year contract extension worth $68 
million in 2021. The Swedish center said the atmosphere at the Garden 
was unlike any he’s heard, especially the emotional eruption after he 
assisted on Panarin’s OT winner. 

“It’s crazy. I don’t think I’ve heard this building louder than that,” 
Zibanejad said. “People have been talking about Game 7 here and the 
crowd was unreal tonight. … Being back in the playoffs here was 
something I was looking forward to and with the team that we have, it’s 
incredible.” 
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Rangers' refusal to surrender mirrors 2015 team's winning DNA 

 

Larry Brooks 
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There were the Rangers celebrating in that same left corner at the 
Seventh Ave. end of the Garden that they had seven years and two days 
earlier.  

There were the Rangers doing it again.  

Then it was Derek Stepan with a Game 7 overtime winner to complete 
the rally from 3-1 down in the series and propel the 2015 Blueshirts to the 
next round. This time it was Artemi Panarin, we kid you not, who 
triggered the wild celebration after No. 10’s power-play precision snipe at 
4:46 of OT elevated his team to a 4-3 victory over the Penguins to 
complete this rally from 3-1 down in the series and a second-round 
hookup with Carolina.  

Sidney Crosby returned after a one-game absence. No. 1 goaltender 
Tristan Jarry was in nets for the first time since he sustained a broken 
foot in an April 14 match against the Islanders. Rickard Rakell returned 
for the first time since he was concussed in Game 1 of this series.  

You know what, though?  

Igor Shesterkin returned, too. He returned to the form that earned the 26-
year-old finalist designations for both the Hart and Vezina trophies, 
putting those nightmares from Games 3 and 4 to bed for good. 
Shesterkin returned and so did the Rangers return to the template they 
rode to a 110-point season, that, by the way, has been fully validated.  

This is their way. They lean on Shesterkin to the same degree as their 
forebearers once leaned on Henrik Lundqvist. They rely on their marquee 
forwards and their power play to make the difference. They do not 
surrender. They do not give up.  

They are far greater than the sum of their parts.  

“That’s our team,” head coach Gerard Gallant said. “We compete, we 
battle and we find ways to win games that maybe we shouldn’t have.”  

Shesterkin was not the only Ranger to finish this series stronger than he 
had begun it. He grew. So did the indomitable Mika Zibanejad, whose 
right-wing rifle tied the contest 3-3 with 5:45 remaining in regulation. I 
have said this before, and it is true. There is no one you would rather 
have with the puck on his stick with the game on the line than No. 93.  

“No matter how the game goes or what happens, we stick together,” said 
Zibanejad, who finished the series with 11 points (three goals, eight 
assists) including seven (3-4) in the last two games. “We know what we 
have in that locker room. All we can do is work hard, do our best, stick 
together and think that good things will happen.”  

It was Zibanejad who had set up Chris Kreider, another who finished 
stronger than he started, for the first goal of the match on a two-on-one 
feed that No. 20 converted to move into a tie for Mark Messier for second 
on the all-time franchise playoff goal-scoring list with 29. Only Rod Gilbert 
(34) has more.  

If there are all sorts of big-game pedigree for Kreider, who made his NHL 
debut as a 20-year-old in Game 3 of the 2012 first round against Ottawa, 
there are young Rangers who are earning that pedigree now.  

Adam Fox is on that list, so is Ryan Lindgren and so is K’Andre Miller, 
whose dash down the left side and drive to the net drew a holding 
penalty from Brock McGinn that set up the fateful power play.  

The Rangers had been dreadful on their first three man-advantages, 
even yielding a shorthanded goal to Evan Rodrigues following a Filip 
Chytil blunder on an entry that gave Pittsburgh a 3-2 lead at 17:25 of the 
second period. They had lapsed into too much perimeter passing.  

But on this power play … on this one after Zibanejad won a right-circle 
draw 1:02 into the advantage, the Rangers moved it. A couple of shots 
were blocked. The Blueshirts were able to retrieve the puck. It went to 
Fox, it went to Panarin … and one of the most mundane seven games of 
Panarin’s career had ended with a punctuation mark and celebration.  
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“He’s the guy, I said to myself, I know he’s going to score if we do,” 
Gallant said. “If we get the winning goal it’s going to be him, and sure 
enough he makes a great play.”  

There were way too many chances against, way too many high-danger 
chances. The analytics people must be aghast at this victory in which the 
Blueshirts had an xGF of 35.08 percent, just as that subset has been, 
game after game, month after month, victory after victory. The analytics 
community still has not devised a formula that measures heart.  

The 2014 and 2015 teams that pulled off this feat were filled with 
veterans. These were playoff-tested teams, having gone to the 
conference finals in 2012, the second round in 2013 and the final in 
2014. The Blueshirts of that vintage had been to the playoffs every year 
but one since 2006.  

This situation is very different. Except maybe not all different at all. The 
celebrations sure seemed the same. 
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Rangers' Artemi Panarin redeems off series with Game 7 winner 

 

Mollie Walker 
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When the Rangers were headed into overtime of Game 7 against the 
Penguins on Sunday night at Madison Square Garden, head coach 
Gerard Gallant said he knew who was going to score the game-winning 
goal for his team if it was going to happen. 

Artemi Panarin proved his coach right when he whipped the puck from 
the top of the right faceoff circle and past Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry to 
secure a 4-3 OT win for the Rangers, who now have a date with the 
Hurricanes in the second round. 

When asked what he saw on his game-winner, Panarin held his hand up 
in front of his eyes and said, without the help of a translator, “black 
picture.” The curly-headed Russian had a big smile on his face, of 
course. 

“Overall, honestly, they’ve been letting me shoot since the first game,” he 
continued through a translator. “Kind of my bad, I haven’t really been 
making those shots. But maybe I should listen to everyone’s advice and 
actually get out there and take shots.” 

Despite recording three goals and four assists in the series, Panarin 
hadn’t been his usual dynamic self. In Game 7 in particular, the star 
winger struggled and had a couple of forced passes turn into turnovers. 

Still, Panarin made an impact on this series and was the Rangers’ hero in 
the biggest moment. 

“It was a really stressful game,” he said through the translator. “There 
wasn’t that much room on the ice.” 

Gallant pointed out that the ice was in rough shape after the Garden 
hosted a concert Saturday night and the puck was extremely bouncy 
which, the coach said, affects Panarin’s game more than other players. 
But Panarin looked like he felt that game-winning shot all the way 
through. 

“It’s just who he is,” Jacob Trouba said. “I think a little quirky, but I kind of 
get the same feeling listening to what he’s going to say. Thinking you 
don’t know what Bread’s going to say or what he’s going to do and what 

he’s capable of. He does it all, especially for this group. For being such a 
high-skilled, talented player, he doesn’t act like it. 

“He’s just another guy, another player on the team and that’s a pretty 
cool thing for a guy of that level. Happy to have him.” 

The Rangers won their first playoff series since the first round in 2017 
against the Canadiens and notched their 54th all-time series win. While 
improving to 3-5 against Pittsburgh all-time in playoff series, the 
Blueshirts also are now 10-6 (.625) all time in Game 7s and 8-1 (.888) at 
home in Game 7s. 
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Igor Shesterkin's resilience powers Rangers' series comeback: 'Mr. 
Reliable' 

 

Peter Botte 
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Igor Shesterkin played like the Rangers’ heart — and the NHL’s Hart — 
over three straight comeback victories to help the Rangers advance to 
the second round of the playoffs.  

Shesterkin, the first-time Hart Trophy finalist for league MVP honors, 
delivered on that billing again Sunday night with 42 saves in the Rangers’ 
4-3 overtime victory in Game 7 against the Penguins.  

“We expect it,” head coach Gerard Gallant said after Shesterkin’s 
standout play and Artemi Panarin’s overtime winner earned the Rangers 
a second-round matchup with the Hurricanes. “We expect him to be 
sharp, be strong. That’s why he’s a candidate for the MVP and for the 
Vezina Trophy. … He deserves it.”  

The 26-year-old Shesterkin recorded 255 saves over the seven games 
against the Pens, including 79 in a triple-OT loss in the series opener. 
His total is the most in a single series by a Rangers goaltender since at 
least 1955-56, when the NHL officially began tracking shots on goal.  

And that’s with being pulled after one period in Game 3 and after two 
periods in Game 4, with the Rangers losing those road games by a 14-6 
aggregate to fall behind 3-1 in the series.  

But Shesterkin’s resilience mirrored that of the entire team, which 
overcame deficits in each of its final three victories.  

“He’s done that all year for us. He really gives us a chance to win every 
game,” said Mika Zibanejad, who totaled seven points in the final two 
games. “Obviously you don’t want to give [the opponent] too many 
chances, the Grade-A [opportunities].  

“But I think if they’re gonna get chances, we know what we have back 
there and trust him. He’s such a calming presence back there, and it just 
gives us the confidence to go get the next one.”  

One example of that Sunday night came in the first period, when 
Shesterkin acrobatically made a flurry of rapid-fire saves moments ahead 
of the first goal of the game — Zibanejad to Kreider on a two-on-one 
rush.  

“He’s Mr. Reliable back there,” veteran defenseman Jacob Trouba said 
of Shesterkin, who also is the favorite to win the Vezina Trophy as the 
NHL’s top goalie. “I think everybody knows, not just our team, everybody 
knows that he’s gonna show up in big games and play well and make 
saves he’s probably not supposed to make. He was a big part of this win 
again.” 
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Overtime goal lifts Rangers to Game 7 comeback win over Penguins to 
win series 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

The resiliency, the no-quit fire and the insatiable desire to be a winning 
club has been at the heart of the Rangers all season long.  

And that is why this Rangers team was able to rally from a 3-1 series 
deficit, stave off elimination twice and then force overtime in Game 7 
Sunday night before Artemi Panarin punched their ticket to the second 
round of the Stanley Cup playoffs 4:46 into the extra period to secure a 
4-3 win over the Penguins in front of a sold-out Madison Square Garden.  

This Rangers team is the first in Stanley Cup playoff history to record 
three consecutive comeback wins in elimination games within the same 
series  

This Rangers team became just the third in franchise history to overcome 
a 3-1 series deficit.  

Panarin joined the likes of Derek Stepan, who scored the overtime 
winner in Game 7 of the second round in 2015 against the Capitals, and 
Stephane Matteau, whose double-overtime score in 1994 defeated the 
Devils and sent the Rangers to the Cup Final, as the players who have 
been OT heroes for the Rangers at the Garden with his power-play goal.  

“He’s the guy, when it was heading into overtime, I said to myself, ‘I know 
he’s going to score if we score,’ ” head coach Gerard Gallant said after 
the win, which sets up a second-round matchup with the Hurricanes. “If 
we get the winning goal, it’s going to be him.”  

It didn’t matter that Sidney Crosby, who missed most of Game 5 and all 
of Game 6 after taking a hit from Jacob Trouba, played. It didn’t matter 
that Tristan Jarry, the Penguins’ No. 1 goalie, was back in net. It didn’t 
matter that Pittsburgh’s trade-deadline acquisition Rickard Rakell was 
back in the lineup.  

The Rangers won this game behind what makes them great: their star 
goalie Igor Shesterkin, who made 42 saves, their top six skaters, who 
combined for three goals and five assists, and their knack for finding 
ways to come from behind and win.  

Mika Zibanejad, who scored his first goals of the series in Game 6, 
seized the moment when the Rangers were down one with 5:45 left in 
regulation. The top-line center wired the puck from the left faceoff circle 
past Jarry to knot the game 3-3 and spring every Blueshirts fan in 
attendance out of their seats.  

“A little bit of desperation kind of kicks in when the clock starts winding 
down,” Zibanejad said. “It was a great job by [Andrew Copp] and [Alexis 
Lafreniere]. It was unreal.”  

Jarry was eased into his first game action since April 14 to the sounds of 
his name echoing from the Garden crowd. Finishing with 26 saves, Jarry 
made his series debut after he fractured his foot at the tail end of the 
regular season, which sidelined him for the first six games of this series.  

Evan Rodrigues celebrates after he scores the go-ahead goal. 

Evan Rodrigues celebrates after he scores the go-ahead goal. 

Corey Sipkin for the NY POST 

MSG made sure Crosby heard them, too. The crowd taunted No. 87 
early and often to try and rattle the Penguins star center. Gallant’s 
assessment that home-ice advantage only matters in Game 7 proved to 
be correct.  

But the Rangers won this series behind their No Quit in New York 
mantra. The rest of the NHL should know by now: Never count the 
Blueshirts out.  

“We didn’t want this season to end,” Zibanejad said. “I think this has been 
our team all year. No matter how the game goes, whatever happens, we 
stick together, we work and we know what have in that locker room.” 
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Ryan Lindgren's return to Rangers lineup a clear boost on blueline 

 

Mollie Walker 

3-4 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

Ryan Lindgren was sorely missed on the ice by his Rangers teammates, 
when the defenseman was sidelined for Games 2-4 with an undisclosed 
lower-body injury that he suffered in the opening contest of this first-
round series against the Penguins. 

Since Lindgren’s return to the lineup in Game 5, the Rangers have 
looked a bit heavier. It also can’t be a coincidence that his defensive 
partner, Adam Fox, has been that much better, as well. 

It’s evident that Lindgren is still banged up. The Rangers went with 11 
forwards and seven defensemen in Lindgren’s first game back to ensure 
they weren’t caught down to five D-men if No. 55 had to retreat to the 
locker room. Lindgren also hasn’t really practiced since he got back into 
game action, indicating that he needs all the rest he can get. 

“That’s just the kind of player he is,” Chris Kreider said when asked of 
Lindgren’s inspiring performance in Game 5. “That’s just how he’s built. I 
don’t think we expected anything less, but at the same time, I think the 
proper word is inspiring. He’s a warrior. He’s the kind of guy that you 
want to be in a foxhole with you. 

“You know, it was terrific to get him back in the lineup and to see him 
play the way he did. He’s a huge part of this team. Huge part, I mean, on 
the ice and in the locker room.” 

Lindgren scored an empty-net goal in Game 5 and assisted on Mika 
Zibanejad’s 2-2 score in the second period of the Rangers’ eventual 5-3 
win in Game 6. He’s resumed his usual penalty-killing responsibilities 
without missing a beat. Additionally, Lindgren and his physical presence 
have been felt by the Penguins. 

The Rangers have also reaped the benefits of Tyler Motte’s reinsertion 
into the lineup after the trade-deadline acquisition missed the last 10 
games of the regular season and the first five games of this series with 
an upper-body injury. Motte makes the Rangers fourth line a bit faster 
and stronger on the forecheck, while also killing penalties to give some of 
the big guns a break. 

“Real good,” head coach Gerard Gallant said of Motte after Game 6. 
“Real excited to see him play that way. He didn’t play a whole lot of 
minutes but he felt great. And every time I asked him, he said, ‘No, I’m 
ready to go, coach.’ He was good and he’s an important guy for us no 
doubt.” 
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There are 12 Rangers who had played in a Game 7 prior to Sunday’s 
winner-take-all matchup. Justin Braun and Chris Kreider led the club with 
the most Game 7 appearances (6). Gallant has coached in one Game 7, 
when he was the bench boss in Vegas and the Golden Knights lost in 
overtime to the Sharks in 2019. Coincidentally, Barclay Goodrow scored 
the game-winning goal. 
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Rangers look to teach Penguins harsh lesson about emotion in the 
playoffs 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

But it was not all that long ago that references to pingpong balls in 
Rangerstown would have been met with an equal mix of indignation and 
cynicism. That would have been around 2005. That would have been 
when the pingpong balls sent Sidney Crosby to Pittsburgh instead of 
New York.  

Remember? The 2004-2005 season had been canceled by the Gary 
Bettman and Owners’ Lockout II. When settled, there was no mechanism 
in place to slot teams for the 2005 entry draft for which Crosby would be 
the singular prize the way Mario Lemieux had been in 1984. Without a 
preceding season, the Penguins had been deprived of their opportunity 
to tank for No. 87 the way they had done for No. 66 two decades earlier.  

Bettman devised a plan. The commissioner authorized a league-wide, 
30-team lottery using a weighted formula determined by recent 
performance and draft history. The four teams that had missed the 
playoffs (at least) each of the previous three completed seasons would 
have the best odds at Crosby at 6.25 percent.  

Those teams were the Rangers, Penguins, Sabres and Blue Jackets. By 
the way, the Blueshirts finished ahead of Pittsburgh by between 11 and 
14 points each of those three seasons.  

The drawing was done in private at a hotel in midtown Manhattan. Of 
course it was. The Sabres wound up with the 13th pick. The Jackets 
came up sixth. The Penguins won it, sparking cries of a fix concocted to 
save Lemieux’s franchise. The Rangers, who shared the best odds, 
somehow came up with the 16th pick, from which they would later trade 
up to 12 and select Marc Staal in the draft.  

Sunday’s pre-Game 7 spotlight is on Crosby, who is expected to make 
his return for this showdown after having missed Game 6 with an 
undisclosed upper-body injury No. 87 sustained on that endlessly 
dissected hit from Jacob Trouba midway through the second period of 
Wednesday’s Game 5.  

The fact that Crosby was able to get on the ice and skate with a skills 
instructor on Friday, practiced on Saturday and is in the mix for Sunday’s 
soiree at the Garden would seem to rule out the possibility that the center 
had been concussed.  

Still, there are “will he or won’t he?” moments preceding the game. At the 
Garden, that always goes back to 1970, the Knicks and Willis Reed’s 
dramatic entry onto the court late in the warm-up for Game 7 of the NBA 
finals against the Lakers. It is New York sports legend and lore.  

The Rangers thought they kind of had one of those in 2006 with Jaromir 
Jagr after No. 68 had sustained a left shoulder dislocation late in Game 1 
of the first round against the Devils that had sidelined him for Game 2 at 
the Meadowlands. It was 6-1, the Devils were on a power play, and for 

some unknown reason Tom Renney, the head coach, thought it was a 
good idea to have Jagr out killing a penalty in the final five minutes of the 
game. Frustrated, No. 68 took a wild swing at Scott Gomez as the-then 
Devils’ center went wide on him and threw out his shoulder.  

Jagr had carried the Blueshirts to a surprise playoff berth after a seven-
year drought while establishing franchise records with 54 goals and 123 
points. He was the club’s spiritual leader. And his presence was in 
severe doubt for Game 3 of the series that marked the first postseason 
match at the Garden since 1997.  

After saying the previous day that it would take “a miracle” for him to 
play, Jagr skated onto the ice for warm-ups to a thundering ovation. His 
presence had energized the crowd. It did not energize the Rangers, 
however, through a 3-0 defeat in which the winger played an ineffective 
17:09. Two days later, Jagr tried it again, but was able to take only the 
opening shift that lasted 49 seconds in a 4-2 defeat that sealed New 
Jersey’s sweep.  

Pffft.  

Emotion isn’t always enough. The Rangers learned that 16 years ago. 
On Sunday, the Blueshirts were fixing to teach that lesson to the 
Penguins. 
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NHL playoffs Penguins vs. Rangers Game 7 odds, predictions today 

 

Action Network 

6-8 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

The betting market for the first round series between the New York 
Rangers and Pittsburgh Penguins has been fascinating since the 
matchup became official two weeks ago. At that time, everyone assumed 
the in-form Blueshirts would be favorites over the Pens. 

Not so fast. 

It was actually Pittsburgh that opened as slight favorites on the series 
moneyline, though the line would eventually adjust to Rangers -115 
before Game 1. Still, the fact that this best-of-seven series was 
essentially lined as a pick’em had many folks scratching their heads. 

The Rangers were terrific down the stretch while the Penguins were 
pedestrian, New York had a huge edge in goal and the Blueshirts also 
had home-ice advantage. On the surface, something wasn’t adding up. 
But a look under the hood and this series started to look more and more 
like a coin flip. 

While the Rangers did have the decided edge in goal and in terms of 
their current form, the Penguins were the stronger 5-on-5 team during the 
regular season. Pittsburgh ranked 12th in goal differential, sixth in 
expected goals rate, and eighth in high-danger scoring chance rate at 5-
on-5 in 2021-22. The Rangers finished 20th, 21st, and 21st in those 
same categories.  

But New York’s pedestrian 5-on-5 numbers weren’t an issue, at least not 
in the standings. Thanks to incredible goaltending and terrific special 
teams, the Rangers were able to not only compete for a playoff spot but 
also challenge for a division title. 

Igor Shesterkin’s all-world performance through the first 50-plus games 
of the season also bought the Rangers plenty of time to make defensive 
adjustments. Getting results is priority number one, but relying on your 
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goaltender to bail you out every game is not a sustainable route to 
success. New York did improve down the stretch, thanks in large part to 
the depth the team added at the trade deadline. 

But for some reason those improvements made over the last 20 games 
of the regular season have not translated into the postseason for the 
Rangers. 

Despite playing almost the entire series without their top two goaltenders, 
their No. 2 defenseman, and their No. 2 left-wing, the Penguins have 
swarmed the Rangers at 5-on-5. Perhaps nothing portrays the disparity 
at 5-on-5 better than the following stat: Pittsburgh has created 103 high-
danger scoring chances so far in this series, while the Rangers have 
generated just 51.  

The Rangers and Penguins play Game 7 on Sunday. 

Despite all the adversity they’ve faced, there’s no arguing that the 
Penguins have been the better team in this series, but the cutting room 
floor of the Stanley Cup Playoffs is littered with “better teams.” 

So, here we are with New York sitting as a -145 favorite for Game 7 after 
coming back from a 3-1 series deficit. That the Rangers have survived to 
a Game 7 is a testament to their resilience and a reminder that hockey is 
a cruel sport, driven by which team catches the breaks. 

While Rangers fans may still be smarting over an overturned goal in 
Game 1, they’ve benefited from plenty of good fortune in this series. 

Not only has Pittsburgh played almost the entire series with their No. 3 
goaltender Louis Domingue in the blue paint, but the Penguins have 
played the last game and a half without Sidney Crosby and have been 
missing Brian Dumoulin and Rickard Rakell since Game 1. Crosby’s 
absence since the middle of Game 5 has been especially profound since 
he was the best player in the series by a country mile.  

At the end of the day, this series has been completely off the rails and all 
of Pittsburgh’s injuries make it a tough game to handicap. However, it 
does seem that there’s a decent chance we see Crosby, Rakell, and 
Jarry in the lineup on Sunday night. 

Even with the lineup uncertainty, it’s hard to look away from the price on 
Pittsburgh in this game. The Penguins’ advantage at 5-on-5 has been 
drastic and with Shesterkin clearly fighting to find his game, the Rangers’ 
biggest advantage in this series looks to be muted. There’s always a 
chance that Shesterkin snaps back into his world-beating form, but that’s 
a risk you’re always taking with goalies of his caliber.  

Penguins vs. Rangers: Pittsburgh Penguins +115 or better (+120 on 
BetRivers Sportsbook) 
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Igor Shesterkin's competitive fire carried him through his Rangers playoff 
struggles 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 15/05/2022 

 

Igor Shesterkin shook his head like a reflex, indicating that he didn’t want 
to talk about it.  

The Rangers’ star goalie had just been asked about the news that he had 
been named a Vezina Trophy finalist and a Hart Trophy finalist — NHL 
awards given to the top goaltender in the league and its MVP 
respectively — after his first full 82-game regular season.  

“Right now, it doesn’t matter for me,” Shesterkin said after he posted 31 
saves in the Rangers’ 5-3 win over the Penguins in Pittsburgh on Friday 
night to force Game 7 at Madison Square Garden on Sunday. “Regular 
season is over. Right now, just playoff games.”  

That’s the competitive spirit that everybody who has crossed paths with 
Shesterkin in his hockey career talks about. It’s his eyes-on-the-prize 
mentality that the rest of his Rangers teammates feed off of.  

Rangers 

Igor Shesterkin 

Still, there were some hiccups this postseason. Shesterkin allowed the 
stage to get too big for him in Games 3 and 4 at PPG Paints Arena, 
where the jeering fans seemingly got in his head a bit. He admitted it was 
difficult. After all, Shesterkin’s playoff résumé is just seven games long 
after Sunday night (not including his one game in the 2020 bubble 
playoffs).  

As tremendous as his NHL-leading .935 save percentage and 2.07 
goals-against average were, among goaltenders with at least 50 starts, 
the playoffs are where legacies are made. And in his first legitimate 
postseason series, Shesterkin lost two of three games on the road.  

The Rangers in front of him certainly played a major role in it, but there 
were times when Shesterkin didn’t look anything like he did in the regular 
season. On the other hand, he did set a franchise record with 79 saves in 
their triple-overtime loss in Game 1 at Madison Square Garden.  

As for his thoughts on the fans in Pittsburgh, who had their ‘IIII-GORRR!’ 
chants on a timer this series, Shesterkin has seemingly already moved 
on after winning there in Game 6.  

“When they say ‘Igor,’ I just say, ‘OK,’  ” he said.  

His teammates have accepted all of the responsibility for the team’s 
performances in Games 3 and 4, in which Shesterkin was pulled in both 
games as the Penguins outscored the Rangers, 14-6. Gerard Gallant 
didn’t hesitate to confirm that Shesterkin would be back in net for Game 5 
because he’s the “best goalie in the league,” the Rangers head coach 
said.  

Shesterkin made a point to thank his coach for believing in him when 
reflecting on how he shook off Games 3 and 4. He said as soon as a 
game ends, he just tries to forget about it, win or lose.  

NHL 

New York Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin 

“That’s Igor,” Chris Kreider said after Game 6. “He’s a competitor, done it 
all year for us. Done it at every level he’s played at. He battles, that’s 
what he does. He’s been our best player all year and he continues to be 
our best player.”  

Added Artemi Panarin after practice Saturday: “We have full confidence 
in him and he has full confidence in himself.”  

Shesterkin has laid down the foundation for a legacy in the NHL. The 
next step is consistently rising to the challenge in the playoffs.  

“None of us were happy with the way things were going with our team 
and it was more of our team, than Igor,” Gallant said. “Like I said, there 
was some deflection goals that he didn’t like, we didn’t like, but overall, 
he’s been outstanding. I mean, he’s our MVP. We always talk about it, 
he’s really sound and really solid. So we’re real comfortable with our 
goaltending that’s for sure.” 
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There's just no quit in these Rangers 

 

By Neil Best 

neil.best@newsday.com@sportswatch 

Updated May 16, 2022 12:47 am 

 

The official playoff motto was emblazoned on T-shirts, hats, towels and 
anything else one could buy, wave and/or wear at Madison Square 
Garden and beyond: 

“No Quit in New York.” 

That has been true for a Rangers team whose trademark all season has 
been achieving comeback victories and avoiding long losing streaks. 

And it certainly was true in the first playoff round against the Penguins, in 
which the Rangers lost three of the first four games before back-to-back 
comebacks from two-goal deficits in Games 5 and 6. 

Then came Game 7, and the highest-stakes no-quit performance yet. 

The Rangers were on the brink of elimination before Mika Zibanejad tied 
the score at 3 with a shot from the right circle that beat Penguins goalie 
Tristan Jarry over his left shoulder with 5:45 left in regulation at the 
Garden on Sunday night. 

Then Artemi Panarin scored a power-play goal 4:46 into overtime, and 
just like that, the Rangers had a 4-3 victory. They 

became the first team in Stanley Cup playoff history to earn three 
consecutive comeback victories in elimination games within the same 
series. 

Panarin had been having a mediocre series and a tough night, but he got 
it done when it mattered most, with Brock McGinn in the penalty box for 
taking down K’Andre Miller on a potential breakaway — a foul so 
egregious it had to be called, even in overtime. 

“That whole ‘no-quit in New York’ thing is pretty true with this group,” 
Jacob Trouba said when it was over. 

Zibanejad and his teammates have answered so many questions about 
their resilience this season that when he was asked about that, he said 
with a smile, “I feel like I’ve been repeating myself; everyone’s been 
repeating themselves.” 

In a good way, of course. 

Coach Gerard Gallant said nothing changed in the locker room before 
the overtime, in keeping with his even-keeled approach to this whole big-
time hockey thing. 

“That’s our team,” said Gallant, who claimed afterward not to know whom 
the Rangers are playing next. “We compete, we battle and we find ways 
to win games maybe we shouldn’t have.” 

It was that season worth of belief, he said, that kept everyone focused as 
the clock wound down before Zibanejad’s goal. 

“Huge,” he said of that shared experience. “The guys know. We talked 
about it between the second and third periods: We’re never out of a 
hockey game.” 

Now the Rangers will face — spoiler alert for Gallant — the Carolina 
Hurricanes in a second-round series in which they will not be favored. 

Anything from here out clearly is gravy for these Rangers, but at this 
point, why settle for getting this far? 

You can’t predict hockey, Suzyn, and it would shock no one if the 
Rangers somehow found a way to win four more games to reach the 
conference finals for the first time since 2015. 

The drama before and early in the game befit a Game 7, the first at the 
Garden since the Lightning beat the Rangers, 2-0, in the 2015 Eastern 
Conference finals. 

Before the first puck was dropped, there were derisive “Jar-ry, Jar-ry” 
chants aimed at the Pittsburgh goalie, playing his first game since April 
14. He replaced third-stringer Louis Domingue, who gave up a soft goal 
that decided Game 6. 

There were the opposite sort of chants for the Rangers’ goalie: “I-gor, I-
gor,” for Vezina and Hart Trophy finalist Igor Shesterkin, who had a 
strong game. 

The biggest drama was the return of Penguins superstar Sidney Crosby, 
whose departure midway through Game 5 coincided with a Rangers 
comeback that night and whose absence in Game 6 helped the Rangers 
tie the series. 

There were wild momentum swings all night, as there were throughout 
the series, with the Rangers scoring first, the Penguins scoring twice to 
take the lead, the Rangers tying it and the Penguins going ahead again. 

It appeared the Rangers might have run out of escape routes at last. 
Then Zibanejad found a route past Jarry to tie it, rocking the Garden and 
making possible Panarin’s game-winner. 

The marketing department got this one right. No quit, it is. 

“It sure fits this team, there’s no doubt about that,” Gallant said. “They 
find a way.” 
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Artemi Panarin scores in OT to lift Rangers past Penguins in Game 7 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated May 16, 2022 12:46 am 

 

The Rangers rallied. 

Again. 

“We didn’t want the season to end,” Mika Zibanejad said. “This has been 
our team all year.” 

Although Sidney Crosby was back in their lineup and No. 1 goalie Tristan 
Jarry was back in their net, the Penguins just could not put the Rangers 
away. 

Instead, Artemi Panarin snapped a power-play shot from the right past 
Jarry at 4:46 of overtime to give the Rangers a 4-3 victory in Game 7 at 
Madison Square Garden on Sunday night. They will face the Metropolitan 
Division champion Carolina Hurricanes in the Eastern Conference 
semifinals. 

“He’s the guy, when I was into overtime, I said to myself, ‘I know he’s 
going to score,’ ’’ coach Gerard Gallant said of Panarin. “Sure enough, 
he makes a great play. But that’s our team. We compete. We battle and 
we find ways to win games that maybe we shouldn’t have.” 

The Rangers fought back from a one-goal deficit in the third period — 
thanks to Zibanejad’s equalizer at 14:15 — and a 3-1 series deficit as 
they staved off elimination three times. They overcame 2-0 holes in their 
Game 5 and 6 victories and 2-1 and 3-2 deficits in Game 7, thus 
becoming the first team in Stanley Cup playoff history to earn three 
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consecutive comeback victories in elimination games within the same 
series. 

“That’s a really good series, looking back on it,” defenseman Jacob 
Trouba said. “It’s up and down, back and forth. It’s a fun game to be a 
part of. You want to be part of close games, especially Game 7 
overtimes, it’s a pretty fun game to win. Overall, it was a great series and 
now we’re moving on and we’ll focus on the next one.” 

Igor Shesterkin, shaking off poor performances in Game 3 and 4 losses 
in Pittsburgh, often was brilliant in making 42 saves. 

And when it ended, it was an absolute party at the Garden, with the 
sellout crowd saluting their No Quit team and the Rangers saluting back. 

The Rangers are 10-6 in Game 7s and 8-1 at the Garden. It was their 
first Game 7 since the Lightning won the deciding game of the Eastern 
Conference finals, 2-0, at the Garden on May 29, 2015. 

“It’s crazy,” said Zibanejad, who also had two assists. “I don’t think I’ve 
heard this building louder than Artie’s OT winner. I could not hear what I 
was thinking. People have been talking about Game 7 here and the 
crowd.” 

The Rangers found themselves with a rare overtime power play after 
defenseman K’Andre Miller poked the puck up ice and was held by Brock 
McGinn. 

Crosby, who practiced with the Penguins on Saturday, wound up missing 
only the Rangers’ 5-3 win in Game 6 on Friday night in Pittsburgh after 
taking a high hit from Trouba in the Rangers’ 5-3 win in Wednesday 
night’s Game 5 at the Garden. 

Jarry, who struggled during the Penguins’ six-game loss to the Islanders 
in the first round last season but solidified his spot as the team’s No. 1 
goalie this season by going 25-9-3 with a 2.75 goals-against average and 
a .909 save percentage, started his first game since April 14 as he 
recovered from a broken foot. 

Jarry made 26 saves, none finer than denying Tyler Motte’s shorthanded 
breakaway at 8:39 of the third period with the Penguins holding a 3-2 
lead. 

“I think it is just being calm and putting your best foot forward,” Jarry said. 
“Being able to play, I was grateful for that and that they trusted to put me 
in.” 

Zibanejad fed Chris Kreider — who scored the winner at 18:32 of the 
third period in the Rangers’ 5-3 victory in Game 6 on Friday night in 
Pittsburgh — on an odd-man rush for a one-timer from the right circle to 
make it 1-0 at 7:36. It was Kreider’s 29th career playoff goal, tying him 
with Mark Messier for second place in team history. 

Danton Heinen tied it at 1 on the power play at 18:51 of the first period 
and Jake Guentzel gave the Penguins a 2-1 lead on the power play at 
10:18 of the second period, kicking the puck into the air so he could swat 
it in. 

Miller tied it at 2 at 11:23 as his shot from the left circle deflected in off 
defenseman Mike Matheson’s skate. Evan Rodrigues stole Filip Chytil’s 
cross-ice pass, raced up ice and gave the Penguins a 3-2 lead at 17:25 
of the second period. 
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Artemi Panarin beginning to understand he should shoot more 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

May 16, 2022 12:44 am 

 

Artemi Panarin already had taken five shots before connecting on his 
overtime winner in the Rangers’ 4-3 Game 7 victory over the Penguins 
on Sunday night at Madison Square Garden. 

And the artful playmaker may be ready to concede that he really should 
be shooting the puck more. 

“Overall, honestly, they’ve been letting me shoot since the first game,” 
said Panarin, who scored his second career playoff overtime winner. “My 
bad. I haven’t really been making those shots. But I maybe should listen 
to everyone’s advice now and get out there and take shots.” 

Panarin’s six shots matched the game high and gave him 17 in the first-
round series. 

He was asked if this goal was the biggest of his career. 

“Let’s say yes,” Panarin said. “It’s hard to say. I don’t really score that 
many goals, so I’d say all of them are pretty big.” 

Igor saved it 

 Goalie Igor Shesterkin stopped 42 shots and totaled 255 saves in the 
seven games, including 79 in the Penguins’ triple-overtime victory in 
Game 1. That’s the most saves in a playoff series by a Rangers 
netminder since the NHL started tracking shots on goal in 1955-56. 

 “He was good,” defenseman Jacob Trouba said. “He’s Mr. Reliable back 
there. I think everybody knows, not just our team, he’s going to show up 
in big games and play well and make saves he’s probably not supposed 
to make.” 

 Gallant: It was high stick 

 Jake Guentzel made an incredible individual effort to give the Penguins 
a 2-1 lead on the power play at 10:18 of the second period, kicking Bryan 
Rust’s feed to the low slot into the air and swatting the puck past 
Shesterkin. The goalie immediately protested that Guentzel hit the puck 
with a high stick — over the crossbar — but it was ruled a goal on the ice 
and confirmed via video review. 

“We thought it was a high stick,” coach Gerard Gallant said. “It was really 
close. They’re tough calls to make for the officials.” 

Gallant also thought the puck struck the glass before going over as 
Kaapo Kakko was called for delay of game at 9:43 of the second period, 
leading to Guentzel’s goal.   

Blue notes 

The upcoming Eastern Conference semifinal series will mark the first 
time the Rangers have faced the Carolina Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers 
franchise in a best-of-seven series. The Hurricanes swept the Rangers in 
a best-of-five qualifying series in the 2020 playoff bubble in Toronto . . . 
The Rangers became the first team in NHL playoff history with three 
straight comeback wins in elimination games within the same series . . . 
Adam Fox became the seventh defenseman in NHL history with at least 
one point in all seven games of a playoff series. He’s also the first in 
Rangers history to accomplish the feat . . . Top-six forward Rickard 
Rakell returned to the Penguins’ lineup after suffering an upper-body 
injury in Game 1. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers, Flames win overtime battles to 
advance to second round 

 

Max Bultman, Sean Gentille 

5-7 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

Who was the guy? We’ll talk about Artemi Panarin a little later. It takes a 
special performance from someone else to outshine a winning goal in 
Game 7 — and that’s what the Rangers got from Igor Shesterkin. The 
soon-to-be Vezina Trophy winner rebounded from five consecutive 
games that were somewhere on the shaky-to-bad spectrum to make 42 
saves on 45 shots, including all 33 he faced at even strength. That’s 
where he wiped out Pittsburgh: He was at 2.39 goals saved above 
expected. Hoo baby. 

For me, the big sequence came in the third period, on a pair of stops 
against Sidney Crosby and Bryan Rust that helped set up Mika 
Zibanejad’s game-tying goal, but there were more. There were plenty 
more — and the Rangers needed each one of them. 

What was the key? Other than Shesterkin? Pittsburgh’s third goal was 
technically short-handed, a breakaway backhand from Evan Rodrigues, 
but that unit was brutal overall, especially after spending a season as one 
of the league’s best short-handed teams. Maybe the Penguins missed 
Brian Boyle more than folks anticipated. It felt like the dam was going to 
break at some point, and it happened in overtime. 

Key stat: We’ll go with two to show Shesterkin’s stellar play, Louis 
Domingue’s struggles and the Penguins’ unlucky stretch during five-on-
five; they controlled 63 percent of the expected goal share at even 
strength and beat the Rangers in high-danger chances 20-7 in Game 7. 
Amazing. 

The moment it was over: “I said to myself, ‘If we’re going to score in OT, I 
knew it was going to be him,'” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant. “Him” was 
Artemi Panarin — and Gallant was right. A player as good as Panarin is 
probably not going to stay quiet forever. The same is true for a unit as 
good as the Rangers’ power play. 

The moment of the game: Zibanejad’s goal, which made it 3-3 with 5:45 
remaining in regulation. First, Penguins defenseman Marcus Pettersson 
lost his helmet behind the net in a scrap with Alexis Lafrenière. He chose 
to skate to the bench rather than put it back on. Kris Letang came on 
late, and by that point, John Marino was in major trouble in the corner. 
When the puck made it to Zibanejad, Jarry seemed a beat late to react to 
the puck coming to the slot and got beat, deep in his net, by a shot that 
buzzed his ear. It was a weird sequence that was won by an outstanding 
player. Everything that happened afterward felt elementary, even though 
it wasn’t. 

Game 7: Flames 3, Stars 2 (OT) | Calgary wins 4-3 

Who was the guy? For seemingly every minute of game action, the 
answer was Jake Oettinger. Calgary completely dominated possession 
through the first two periods, and yet, because of Oettinger, it did not 
matter. They went into the third — and then into overtime — tied 2-2. 
Oettinger’s 64 saves were the second-most ever in an NHL Game 7, 
behind only Kelly Hrudey in 1987 (73). Time after time, he robbed 
premium looks from some of the game’s elite players, including Johnny 
Gaudreau on multiple occasions. But in the game’s final moment, 
Gaudreau got his revenge, scoring the overtime winner on his seventh 
shot on goal Sunday. Pick your guy between those two — they both 
deserve the honor. 

What was the key? That Gaudreau stuck with it. Calgary was clearly the 
better team Sunday, and Gaudreau and his line were their usual 
dominant selves as part of that. But Gaudreau could have easily gotten 
into his own head and shrunk once Oettinger had stonewalled him 
multiple times. The psychological effect of getting “goalied” is real. But he 

just kept creating, kept shooting, and in the end, it was a tough-angle 
shot on a rebound that sent his Flames on to the second round. 

Key stat: 129-59. That was the difference in shot attempts — in Calgary’s 
favor — according to Natural Stat Trick. That’s a shocking differential for 
a playoff game, and especially one that went to overtime. But that’s how 
good Oettinger was. He had you feeling like the Stars were going to pull 
off an unthinkable win (based on that stat line). He entered the game with 
a .954 save percentage in the series. On Sunday, he put up a .955. 

The moment it was over: Gaudreau’s winner. And not a second sooner. 

The moment of the game: The peak of the Oettinger madness occurred 
just one minute before the game winner, when a wild sequence saw 
Oettinger lose his stick and the Flames put together a flurry of chances 
— including an absolute Grade-A one from Noah Hanifin on the 
doorstep. At that point, you started to think, if not that, what is getting 
past this guy? Then, Gaudreau gave the answer. 
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Artemi Panarin personified Rangers’ resilience with Game 7 overtime 
winner 

 

Arthur Staple 

6-8 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

Artemi Panarin was only noticeable in the first 64 minutes or so of Game 
7 when he was doing something unhelpful. There was a slashing minor in 
the first that could be excused since Panarin was trying to defend a 
potentially dangerous play in his own end. 

There was a third-period high stick behind the Penguins net that was less 
excusable, given there was 11:52 to play and the Rangers — stop me if 
you’ve heard this one before this postseason — were chasing the game. 
The biggest game. 

But, as the Rangers sometimes say, Bread is Bread. “I get the same 
feeling listening to what he’s going to say,” Jacob Trouba said, sitting 
alongside Panarin in the post-Game 7 press conference. “You don’t know 
what he’s going to say, what he’s going to do, what he’s capable of. 
Especially for this group, for being such a highly-skilled, talented player, 
he doesn’t act like it. He’s just another player. That’s pretty cool.” 

So it didn’t sound totally farfetched for Gerard Gallant to say he believed 
Panarin was going to score the winner. “If we were going to score, he 
was going to get it,” the coach said. Maybe we don’t hear that one from 
him if Justin Braun or any Penguin finished off Game 7, but we’ll go with 
it. It’s a special occasion. 

The Rangers winning this series and Panarin scoring the winner felt 
similar — even for a team that came back to win 27 times in the regular 
season, it’s hard to imagine a more ridiculous scenario for putting a 3-1 
series deficit to bed with three straight come-from-behind wins, all on 
third-period or overtime winners. The Rangers played with fire this entire 
series and walk away with maybe a couple of singe marks, but 
remarkably, nothing too damaging. 

Game 7 was yet another weird one. The Rangers took the lead, fell 
behind on a wacky goal that stood up to an official review, tied it, fell 
behind again on another wacky goal and needed to pick themselves off 
the mat as time dwindled down in the third to gain the tie to send it to OT. 

The Rangers weren’t on the brink of elimination in Games 3 and 4, but 
they were two of the worst games the team played all year. They had 
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nothing going in Game 5 until Trouba’s awkward hit knocked Sidney 
Crosby from the game and the dam broke soon after. In Game 6, another 
two-goal deficit was shrugged off by some heroics from Mika Zibanejad 
and one big error from Louis Domingue in the final 90 seconds. 

If it was a script, it’d be tossed in the trash for being too hammy. Jake 
Guentzel kicking a puck to his stick to bat it past Igor Shesterkin and 
have it hold up on review? C’mon. Evan Rodrigues, who’d be dead right 
now if looks could kill since Pens coach Mike Sullivan stared a hole in his 
player after a terrible roughing penalty jump-started the Rangers’ Game 6 
rally, flipping an awkward backhand behind Shesterkin for a short-
handed goal late in the second? Beat it with that nonsense. 

And then, finally Panarin. The knock on him throughout his wondrous 
seven-year journey in the NHL was that he didn’t have the game for the 
postseason. Needs too much space to operate and space is at a 
premium in the playoffs. Tries to be too fancy when you need simplicity. 

All of those knocks resonated through regulation of Game 7 and then 
some, given his two trips to the penalty box. “The ice wasn’t great 
tonight, the pucks were bouncing and it affects him more than some 
other guys,” Gallant said. “People get frustrated at times. You (saw) a 
little bit of that. But that’s our team. We find ways to battle, win games 
that maybe we shouldn’t.” 

The Penguins may certainly be left feeling the better team isn’t moving 
on. They managed to grab the series lead with Domingue in net, then 
they lost Crosby for a game and a half. Tristan Jarry returned Sunday, 
his first game in a month, and Crosby was back in, too. And they had the 
lead with six minutes to play. And they were controlling play in the third. 
And. And. And. 

It doesn’t matter to these Rangers. Their 2021-22 slogan is No Quit in 
New York. “Seems to fit us pretty well,” Trouba said. So a makeshift line 
of Zibanejad, Andrew Copp and Alexis Lafrenière produced the tying goal 
off some good wall work by Copp and a sneaky dirty play by Lafrenière 
behind the net when he wrestled Marcus Pettersson to the ice and 
popped off Pettersson’s helmet, forcing the Penguins defenseman to 
leave the ice. Kris Letang raced on and managed to turn around just as 
Zibanejad wired one over Jarry’s glove, screening his own goalie 
perfectly. 

In OT, K’Andre Miller — who played 27:52 in yet another strong 
performance — used his instincts and stride well to get ahead of the play 
and draw a penalty. Gallant called time out to rest his top power-play 
unit, which hadn’t looked that good in regulation. They stayed on even 
after 62 seconds of the penalty elapsed and a faceoff was due; every 
little gamble worked, setting up the moment when Panarin took an Adam 
Fox pass, curled into the faceoff circle and snapped one through a crowd 
and beyond Jarry’s glove. 

It was mayhem at the Garden. Not like Stephane Matteau in 1994, the 
first Game 7 OT winner in Rangers history that sent them to the Cup 
Final. Not like Derek Stepan, whose rebound shot off a designed faceoff 
play sent the Rangers past the Caps in the second round in 2015, 
another rally from 3-1 down in the series. 

This one, like this series, had a magic all its own. Ever the class clown, 
Panarin demurred when asked if this was the biggest goal he’d ever 
scored. “I don’t score too many, so all of them are pretty big for me,” he 
said. 

It was the biggest, though. The Rangers have a lot to clean up in a short 
span before they head down to Raleigh to face the Hurricanes, who are 
also dipping into their depth chart in goal — hello old friend Antti Raanta 
— but play the same style as the Penguins, only better. The pucks and 
bodies will be flying by Shesterkin and the Rangers have to be far better 
in their own end than they were these seven games. 

But this team has no plan, just resilience. Personified on Sunday by their 
leading scorer, who put aside a garbage game to score the biggest goal 
of his life. 

Too corny? Too bad. This is the way for the Rangers. 
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ESPN / Keys to the offseason for NHL teams, including draft, free-
agency game plans 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

The 2021-22 NHL season included a great deal of highlights, from the 
dominance of the Colorado Avalanche and Florida Panthers to the goal-
scoring prowess of Auston Matthews and Chris Kreider to spectacular 
goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, Frederik Andersen and Jacob 
Markstrom. 

But there can be only one team that gets to raise the Stanley Cup. For 
the rest, this offseason will be a critical time to restock for another playoff 
run, make that big free-agent signing to get over the hump or continue 
the slow build back to contention. It's time to identify their biggest needs 
as well as some solutions that can be explored. 

Read on for a look at what went wrong for each eliminated team, along 
with a breakdown of its biggest keys this offseason and realistic 
expectations for 2022-23. Note that more teams will be added to this 
story as they are officially eliminated from the playoffs. 

Go through every team's profile or skip ahead to your favorite team using 
the links below: 

Note: Profiles for the Atlantic and Central teams were written by Kristen 
Shilton, while Greg Wyshynski analyzed the Metro and Pacific teams. 
Stats are collected from sites such as Natural Stat Trick, Hockey 
Reference and Evolving Hockey. Projected cap space per Spotrac. 

First-round exits 

Dallas Stars 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $17,957,499 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

When scoring is at a 26-year high around the league, it's tough being a 
team that doesn't score very much. Dallas averaged the fewest goals per 
game in the regular season among playoff teams (2.84) and struggled to 
score in the playoffs, too. Granted, Dallas was also among the stingiest 
clubs defensively, but when push came to shove the Stars simply 
couldn't generate enough output. 

Their top line of Joe Pavelski, Roope Hintz and Jason Robertson was 
among the NHL's best in the regular season and carried Dallas again in 
the first round, a big task that clearly took its toll. Dallas had too many 
passengers and not enough game-changers up front -- Tyler Seguin and 
Jamie Benn were unreliable in that respect -- which put a lot of pressure 
on their capable defense and excellent goaltender, Jake Oettinger, to 
pick up the slack. 

It just wasn't an overall recipe for success. There wasn't enough 
dimension to Dallas' game, and it became too easy to wear them down. 
Which was a shame in Oettinger's case, because he was truly fantastic 
giving the Stars a great chance against Calgary. 

Keys to the offseason 

The good news for the Stars is that they made the playoffs. Battling down 
the stretch and achieving that goal gives everyone a boost and maybe 
some added energy going into next season. Before Dallas gets there 
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though, general manager Jim Nill has work to do. First up is extending 
Robertson, a pending RFA. There's no question, after Robertson's 79-
point regular season, that he's a star in the making and due to be paid 
accordingly. 

Then there's pending UFA John Klingberg -- is he staying or going? The 
veteran blueliner had a strange series against Calgary, ramping up his 
physicality and leading the playoff field in penalty minutes. Klingberg is a 
staple on Dallas' back end though and Nill clearly didn't trade him for a 
reason; now it's time to see if both sides can meet in the middle. Which 
leads to the goaltending situation. Braden Holtby's contract is expiring. 
Oettinger is an RFA and projects to be the team's starter moving forward. 
What does his next deal look like and who is the backup if Holtby leaves? 
All that has to get settled before Nill can even start to address the depth 
scoring issues. Busy, busy offseason ahead. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Pavelski is 37 and coming off the highest season point total (81) of his 
career. If Pavelski, Robertson and Hintz can maintain what they did on 
the top line, and if Nill can add around them with more consistent and 
effective help, Dallas could be more than a wild-card team. That's the 
best-case scenario, though. 

Can Seguin and Benn can return to form? Can Hintz and Robertson can 
take another dramatic step forward? There are a lot of questions in 
Dallas. 

Pittsburgh Penguins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $28,790,658 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

Injuries, injuries and more injuries. The roughly five periods the Penguins 
were without captain Sidney Crosby turned the series, allowing the New 
York Rangers to rally for back-to-back wins and force a Game 7 back at 
Madison Square Garden. 

But the injuries went beyond that. The Louis Domingue story was 
heartwarming, and he was an absolute hero for winning Game 1 after 
Casey DeSmith's injury. But his flub on Chris Kreider's goal in Game 6 
was a killer. They missed Rickard Rakell and Brian Dumoulin, who were 
injured in Game 1. They missed Brian Boyle on their penalty kill. 

The Penguins have admirably played through injuries in the regular 
season. It's an annual tradition. A few hit at the wrong time in this series. 
Beyond that, the Penguins may have won the 5-on-5 battle against the 
Rangers, as the analytics portended before the series. But the Rangers 
emphatically won the special teams battle. And, in the end, the series. 

Keys to the offseason 

Crosby has openly discussed how this could be the last ride for the 
Penguins core. Evgeni Malkin, 35, is an unrestricted free agent. So is 
Crosby's winger Bryan Rust and his trusted defenseman, Kris Letang. 
There's little chance all three will return. 

Among the other unrestricted free agents: Rakell, whom they acquired 
from Anaheim at the deadline, Evan Rodrigues, Game 6 GOAT, Boyle, 
DeSmith and Domingue. They have restricted free agents in Kasperi 
Kapanen and Danton Heinen. With 15 players under contract and over 
$28 million in open cap space, GM Ron Hextall has a chance to remake 
a good portion of this roster if he chooses to do so. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Prediction: Of the three big free agents, only Letang returns. With him, 
Crosby, Tristan Jarry in goal and Mike Sullivan behind the bench, the 
Penguins will remain in the playoff picture, but not the championship one. 
Crosby's not getting any younger, but he's still putting up incredible 
numbers and exerted his influence on this series when he was healthy. 
There's still time to surround him with a different supporting cast and 

make a go of it, but the Penguins may have to take a slight step back to 
take a leap back towards contention. 

Los Angeles Kings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,083,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Saying "Connor McDavid happened" would be accurate but a little 
myopic. 

The fact is that the Kings weren't yet ready for this moment, with such a 
young supporting cast surrounding the veterans who all brought it in this 
series -- Anze Kopitar, Jonathan Quick, Alex Iafallo and especially Phillip 
Danault. Would things have been different if defenseman Drew Doughty 
and forward Viktor Arvidsson weren't sidelined for the entire series? 
Undoubtedly, especially when it comes to Doughty, whom they could 
have deployed against McDavid or Leon Draisaitl (or both). 

But as it stands, the Kings gave the Oilers a heck of a series, and one 
that will benefit players like Sean Durzi, Mikey Anderson, Arthur Kaliyev, 
Carl Grundstrom and Quinton Byfield going forward. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goodbye to Dustin Brown, the 37-year-old winger who skated into 
retirement after this series. His contract coming off the books helped 
contribute to the Kings having over $20 million in open cap space, but 
only 14 players under contract for next season. 

Among the unrestricted free agents: Forward Andreas Athanasiou, 
defensemen Alex Edler, Olli Maatta and Troy Stecher. Among the 
restricted free agents: Forwards Adrian Kempe, Brendan Lemieux, Gabe 
Vilardi and Grundstrom; as well as Anderson and Durzi on D. 

GM Rob Blake has some negotiating ahead of him. But he also has 
some decisions to make. The Kings were aggressive in signing Danault 
last offseason, as their veteran stars wanted help. Will Blake add more 
veteran reinforcements in the offseason? Could Coyotes defenseman 
Jakob Chychrun return to their radar as a trade option? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kings are a playoff team, and there's no going back. That sweet spot 
where the veteran players are still viable and the young supporting cast 
is hitting its stride is very much still where the franchise will be next 
season. With a few additions to the defense corps, and a few players like 
Byfield and Rasmus Kupari leveling up, the Kings could make more than 
a cameo appearance in next season's playoffs. 

Toronto Maple Leafs 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,456,884 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd (WPG), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Toronto is its own worst enemy. Even when everything seems to be 
going right, the team finds a way to fall short. The Leafs had a terrific, 
record-setting regular season. They battled adversity and showed more 
resiliency than years past. They can claim one of the league's most 
prolific stars in Auston Matthews. And the list goes on from there. 

Toronto channeled all those positives into its first-round series with 
Tampa Bay, and were arguably the better team from start to finish. Plus -
- get this -- it was the core of Matthews, Mitch Marner, William Nylander 
and John Tavares actually leading the way. 

So why has the offseason still come early for the Leafs? A lack of killer 
instinct has plagued them before. Failing to close out a team twice in a 
row, like they did against Tampa, suggests that's still a problem. The 
mental makeup of a team is harder to analyze than shoddy on-ice play. 
Toronto didn't fail because of the latter, which makes it that much more 
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difficult to explain. How the Leafs justify and respond to yet another 
letdown when they repeatedly showed themselves capable of getting the 
job done will say a lot about what their next chapter looks like. 

Keys to the offseason 

There have to be changes coming in Toronto. It seems likely those will 
start in the front office. President Brendan Shanahan and general 
manager Kyle Dubas will be first to answer for another first-round blow. 
How does that end? Both execs have doubled (and tripled) down on the 
Leafs and their core over the past two years in particular. The plan hasn't 
worked. Has the time come to go in a new direction? Toronto didn't play 
badly in the postseason. It was a better series than any other they've 
played under Shanahan and Dubas. And it'll be difficult to make massive 
alterations considering the Leafs have little cap space with which to 
maneuver. 

Combine all those factors and it's safe to say everything is on the table 
for Toronto. What will it do with pending unrestricted free-agent goalie 
Jack Campbell, who covets a big payday the Leafs might be unable to 
accommodate? And if it's not Campbell in net, where does Toronto go 
next? If the Leafs continue going younger on defense and hand more 
responsibility to Rasmus Sandin and Timothy Liljegren, what will that 
mean for Jake Muzzin? 

So many questions for the Leafs to answer. So much disappointment that 
needs to be overcome. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Toronto won't be completely dismantled so Matthews, Marner and 
company will keep them in the playoff conversation. Will they be a 
contender, though? What to expect from the Leafs long term hinges on 
how they address the goaltending situation, first and foremost. But 
Toronto should go into next season believing it can get back to the 
postseason. 

Boston Bruins 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $5,370,834 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (CGY), 4th, 6th, 7th (OTT), 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Bruins have talent. They just didn't get enough consistency out of it. 
And too often, Boston's best players were out of the lineup. The Bruins 
were hammered by injuries from start to finish of the regular and 
postseason, losing Patrice Bergeron, David Pastrnak, Brandon Carlo, 
Hampus Lindholm and others at the worst times. It never felt like Boston 
could get in a rhythm with regular lines and pairings, or that the team 
could truly establish an identity this postseason -- losing Charlie McAvoy 
to the COVID protocol for a game didn't help. 

It would be easy to blame the Bruins' aging core, but in the postseason, 
reuniting Brad Marchand, Bergeron and Pastrnak gave Boston its biggest 
spark. A lack of depth scoring was likely the Bruins' bigger problem. Only 
five players generated 20 or more goals this season, and there was too 
much disparity between the organization's top and bottom. As more injury 
issues piled up down the stretch, it felt like the Bruins simply ran out of 
gas into the playoffs. 

Keys to the offseason 

Boston needs to know what's next for Bergeron. The 36-year-old is a 
pending unrestricted free agent who, as mentioned, dealt with a number 
of injuries this season. It's unlikely Bergeron would want to sign 
elsewhere after spending his entire career in Boston, but the direction 
this team is headed could influence his decision making as well. 

Jake DeBrusk is a question mark as well. His trade request was never 
rescinded; is this the summer general manager Don Sweeney finds 
DeBrusk a new home? 

Once those immediate concerns are addressed, Sweeney has to figure 
out how to fill out his roster with more scoring. Boston swung big on 

Lindholm at the trade deadline and signed him to a long-term extension; 
now Sweeney has to find similarly impactful pieces that will contribute on 
the scoresheet and fit the Bruins' mold of playing physical, intimidating 
hockey. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Bruins will be a playoff contender again. Whether they'll be more 
than a one-round wonder will depend heavily on how well Sweeney takes 
care of summer business. 

Washington Capitals 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $7,289,167 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (WPG), 3rd, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Capitals had them -- twice. 

It was Game 4 in D.C. After T.J. Oshie sent Sam Bennett into Northern 
Virginia with an open-ice hit, Evgeny Kuznetsov went the other way and 
scored to give Washington a third-period lead. Win that game, and it's a 
3-1 series. Instead, the Panthers tied the game and Carter Verhaeghe 
won it in overtime. 

Then came Game 5 in Sunrise. The Capitals built a 3-0 lead and could 
have flown back to Washington with a chance to close the series ... only 
to have the Cardiac Cats rally for a 5-3 win. These missed opportunities -
- and an injury to top-line winger and series disruptor Tom Wilson -- led 
to their eventual demise, and into an intriguing offseason. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Capitals already have 18 players under contract for next season, 
including core players who are all 30 years old (or older) next season. 
They were a 100-point team thanks primarily to a 50-goal, 90-point 
season by the Russian Machine Alex Ovechkin. Players like Nicklas 
Backstrom and Oshie were limited by injury, and didn't have their usual 
offensive outputs, but they fared well in the postseason. Hence, the 
Capitals feel like one of those late-stage contenders that just needs to 
secure an invitation to the party and then will see how long they can 
dance. It's possible that, given the contracts on the roster, they run it 
back with much of this roster in 2022-23. 

But not all of this roster. Trade deadline forward pickups Marcus 
Johansson and Johan Larsson are unrestricted free agents, as is 
defenseman Justin Schultz. 

The goaltending situation is most interesting. Both Vitek Vanecek and 
Ilya Samsonov are restricted free agents. Vanecek had a solid regular 
season and a lousy postseason; Samsonov had a below-replacement-
level regular season but played well in the playoffs, despite the series 
result. Do the Capitals seek an upgrade here? Do they see anything in 
third-stringer Zach Fucale? And if they do return Samsonov and 
Vanecek, at what cost and for how long? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Ovechkin continues to be Ovechkin, which means the Capitals are still 
going to be a team sniffing around a playoff berth. He's 22 goals away 
from passing Gordie Howe for second all-time in goals and just 115 goals 
away from breaking Wayne Gretzky's seemingly unbreakable mark of 
894 goals. But the team could use some upgrades on the blue line and in 
goal, as the Eastern Conference should have a bit more balance in 2022-
23 compared with this season's leisurely stroll to the playoffs. 

Minnesota Wild 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $9,719,745 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (VAN), 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 
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When it mattered most, Minnesota's stars did their job. The Wild simply 
didn't get enough out of their depth players. That wasn't a glaring issue 
for Minnesota in the regular season, but was a defining factor in their 
first-round loss to St. Louis. And it wasn't just an offensive problem either; 
it was all over the ice. 

Minnesota needed more defensive buy-in, more confidence on special 
teams, and more key saves from goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury. That's 
why general manager Bill Guerin acquired Fleury at the deadline, to 
make Minnesota a true Cup contender with rock-solid, reigning Vezina 
Trophy winner level goaltending. Fleury was shaky when the Wild 
needed him to be inspiring. And since coach Dean Evason gave the 
crease to Fleury over Cam Talbot, despite the latter's excellent play all 
season, Minnesota couldn't switch goalies so late in a playoff series. 
They needed Fleury to rebound along with his teammates, and the bet 
didn't pay out. 

Keys to the offseason 

To be honest, the Wild are in pretty good shape roster-wise. The largest 
hurdle ahead is that starting in 2022-23, Minnesota is carrying 
$12,743,588 in dead cap space from the Ryan Suter and Zach Parise 
buyouts. That's around 15% of their space, and will absolutely impact 
what the Wild can do moving forward. 

Guerin's most high-profile negotiation projects to be with pending 
restricted free agent Kevin Fiala. The forward tallied 85 points in 82 
games and, is arbitration-eligible again after playing on a one-year, $5.1 
million contract in 2021-22. Is this when Guerin makes a long-term with 
Fiala? 

After that, the biggest question mark for Minnesota might be -- surprise, 
surprise -- goaltending. Fleury will be a free agent this summer, but 
Talbot is signed for another season. The Wild have a solid option at 
starter, but who supports Talbot? Also, what's the next contract for 
pending RFA defenseman Jacob Middleton? He was brought in from San 
Jose at the deadline and moved all the way up to Minnesota's top pairing 
in the playoffs. Another deal for Guerin to get done. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Depending how Minnesota navigates its cap-space concerns, the Wild 
could retool and take another shot at a long playoff run. They have 
sensational talents in Kirill Kaprizov, Mats Zuccarello and others. There 
are strong pieces on the back end, including Jonas Brodin, Jared 
Spurgeon and Middleton. The Wild should learn from disappointment and 
build off of it. 

Nashville Predators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,270,255 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 3rd (LA), 4th, 5th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

There's no way to sugarcoat this one: The Predators went as far as 
Juuse Saros could take them. That's nothing against Roman Josi, Matt 
Duchene or any of Nashville's other top performers. It was Saros who 
kept Nashville afloat during tough stretches of the regular season; and 
once he was ruled out to start the postseason due to a high ankle sprain, 
it was clear how much goalie depth was a problem for the Predators. 
David Rittich was quickly usurped by Connor Ingram after a poor Game 1 
performance, and there was simply no way Nashville could go goal-for-
goal with Colorado without Saros manning the crease. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, general manager David Poile has to work things out 
(or not) with upcoming free agent Filip Forsberg. Poile opted not to trade 
Forsberg before March's deadline, believing he would be a valuable 
asset in the Predators' playoff push and that there was time to get a deal 
done over the summer. But Forsberg turned up zero points in four 
postseason contests, and how much that impacts his value after a 42-
goal, 84-point regular season remains to be seen. After Forsberg, the 

Predators have to examine their defense and decide if it's strong enough 
behind Josi. Rookie Alexandre Carrier should be able to make strides in 
the future, but Nashville's blue-line depth could use some veteran 
additions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Nashville has a good core in place. Saros is an outstanding No. 1 
goaltender, while Duchene, Josi and Ryan Johansen are around the 
prime of their careers. Forsberg is the true question mark. With him in the 
fold and a healthy Saros, there's no reason Nashville can't be in the 
playoff picture again next season. However, if Forsberg moves on, that's 
a massive hole Poile will need to fill in order for Nashville to stay on pace. 

Non-playoff teams 

Anaheim Ducks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $34,792,500 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (BOS), 2nd, 2nd (PIT), 4th, 5th, 5th (TOR), 6th 
(NSH) 

What went wrong? 

There's a concept in sports called "the rookie wall," in which young 
players will have extraordinary success for a portion of the season but 
are unable to sustain it. The Ducks had their share of young players in 
2021-22, many of them making an impact to turn Anaheim into a 
surprising contender. But things changed in early March. The Ducks went 
winless in 11 straight games, and won only four times in a 23-game 
stretch. 

Before that, Anaheim seemed ahead of schedule in its return to 
relevance. Forward Troy Terry had a career offensive season. Center 
Trevor Zegras electrified the NHL with his over-the-net passing and 
lacrosse-style goals. Defenseman Jamie Drysdale, at age 19 for most of 
the season, played nearly 20 minutes a night. The Ducks hung tough in 
the Pacific until that skid. 

New GM Pat Verbeek -- hired on Feb. 2 to replace Bob Murray, who 
entered a treatment program for alcohol abuse amid allegations of 
professional misconduct -- moved veterans Hampus Lindholm, Josh 
Manson and Rickard Rakell at the trade deadline. That signaled the 
Ducks were punting on the season as well as beginning a generational 
shift for the franchise, one that was underscored by the retirement 
announcement from center Ryan Getzlaf. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Ducks have some housekeeping to handle, with free agents in 
forwards Sonny Milano (RFA), Sam Steel (RFA), Isac Lundestrom (RFA), 
Zach Aston-Reese (UFA) and defenseman Urho Vaakanainen (RFA). 

Beyond that, it's full speed toward a bright future. Coach Dallas Eakins 
had his contract option picked up for the 2022-23 season. One question 
for Verbeek is whether to bring more of the team's prospects -- forwards 
Jacob Perreault and Mason McTavish, defenseman Drew Helleson -- into 
prominent roles or add veterans as stopgaps? Another question for 
Verbeek: How much of a roster that he didn't build does he see as part of 
the Ducks' future? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It's hard to shake the image of the high-flying Ducks from earlier this 
season, infused with the energy of their young stars and playing an 
exciting brand of hockey. That offense dipped as the season went on and 
their defense -- which wasn't all that strong to begin with -- spiraled 
during the long winless streak. Both are indicative of an inexperienced 
team, and with a season under their belts, the young Ducks may be 
ready to soar into the playoff picture in the Pacific next season. But 
there's no rush. They're on the right flight path. 

Arizona Coyotes 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $38,069,000 
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2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CAR), 1st (COL), 2nd, 2nd (PHI), 2nd (SJ), 2nd 
(NYI), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

Arizona has had talent problems. The NHL's lowest-scoring team 
struggled to generate offense and to capitalize on chances when it did. In 
well over one-third of their games this season, the Coyotes were either 
shut out or scored a single goal. It wasn't a model for success. 

Arizona also missed out on getting a big year from its best player, Jakob 
Chychrun. After he scored 18 goals and 41 points last season, Chychrun 
had only 21 points in 47 games in an injury-plagued campaign. That 
certainly impacted the Coyotes negatively on both ends of the ice, given 
their constant difficulties keeping pucks out of the net as well. 

In the final few weeks and months, though, a tidal wave of injury 
problems simply capsized the Coyotes. Clayton Keller, Christian Fischer, 
Lawson Crouse, Chychrun and others missed time with various ailments. 
It would be nearly impossible for any team to lose that many crucial 
bodies and carry on with any level of success. 

Keys to the offseason 

The Coyotes are being evicted from their current lodging at Gila River 
Arena and will begin playing in a much cozier venue at Arizona State 
University. That will be quite the transition for Arizona as it is; at the same 
time, GM Bill Armstrong has to entice more players into the fold. The 
Coyotes need scoring, dynamic two-way skaters and guys who will sign 
multiyear deals. Those boxes won't be easy to check. 

At the same time, Armstrong must decide on Chychrun's future. He took 
many calls on the defenseman prior to the March trade deadline but 
decided to stand pat. Will that hold into the summer as well? Chychrun 
had a down year, but he's still viewed as a valuable commodity. Is now 
the time for Armstrong to swap out his elite defender for some firepower? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Getting everyone back and healthy will be critical, of course. And 
deciding whom to lean on in the net (Karel Vejmelka? Harri Sateri? 
Someone else?) is another key. If the Coyotes pick right, and Armstrong 
can fill in the other gaps through trades and free agency, it's reasonable 
to think Arizona will be better than this season. How much better? Not 
playoff bound. But not a bottom-feeder. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $42,114,166 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (FLA), 1st (VGK), 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th (NJ), 6th, 
6th (CGY), 7th 

What went wrong? 

In a word: goaltending. Buffalo actually started the season fine, winning 
five of its first seven games. Then starting goaltender Craig Anderson got 
hurt Nov. 2 and wouldn't return until Jan. 29. The Sabres went 8-19-6 
without him and averaged the third-most goals against (3.76) while 
cycling through five other options in the crease. The lack of consistency 
at such an important position undoubtedly hurt the Sabres' prospects. 
Same goes with defense. Rasmus Dahlin came into his own this season 
but it was a process. The early-season growing pains for that entire blue 
line in finding a rhythm took its toll as well. 

There also was the Jack Eichel trade in November, which removed a top 
talent from Buffalo's ranks but brought Alex Tuch and Peyton Krebs in 
return. Eichel, of course, would not play until February following surgery 
on a herniated disc, but losing contributions like his from your lineup -- at 
any point -- is going to be an adjustment. 

Keys to the offseason 

Again: goaltending. Who is Buffalo going to tap for next season? In a 
perfect world, the Sabres could re-sign Anderson and have him be half of 
a one-two tandem with Ukko-Pekka Luukkonen. That would give Buffalo 

a known veteran commodity in Anderson to mentor the up-and-coming 
Luukkonen, who was the team's second-round pick in 2017 and -- the 
Sabres hope -- is Buffalo's goaltender of the future. If that scenario 
doesn't appeal to them, then GM Kevyn Adams will have to work the 
trade market and/or free agency to find a reliable goaltending duo so 
Buffalo doesn't run into the same troubles it experienced this season. 

The Sabres' other priorities will revolve around their burgeoning core. 
Owen Power has arrived. Ryan Johnson is on the horizon. Dahlin is a 
rising star. Adams should be on the lookout for potential veteran 
additions for the blue line to maximize that group's potential. Up front, 
Tage Thompson, Dylan Cozens, Tuch, Krebs & Co. project to build on a 
solid final third of this campaign. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Playoffs? Playoffs! There is no reason -- if Buffalo can get its goaltending 
settled -- that this team won't push for its first postseason appearance 
since 2010-11. The Sabres have played some great hockey since March. 
Coach Don Granato can see the chemistry emerging and will keep 
nurturing it. Buffalo should relish coming into next season with more than 
a hint of swagger. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,741,667 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 2nd (MIN), 3rd (VGK), 3rd (EDM), 3rd (TOR), 6th, 
6th (CBJ), 7th 

What went wrong? 

Well, let's begin with Jeremy Colliton. Chicago went 1-9-2 to start the 
season before Colliton was relieved of his duties as coach. Derek King 
stepped in as the interim coach, and there was a requisite bump of better 
play that wouldn't last. Chicago could never find consistency offensively 
or defensively. 

Outside of Patrick Kane, Alex DeBrincat and Brandon Hagel (prior to his 
being traded), the Blackhawks were continuously looking for more 
players to contribute. Some would, in spurts, but never for long enough to 
give Chicago the momentum it needed. Defensively there was little 
cohesion at times, whether due to an apparent adjustment period for 
Seth Jones early on or just a lack of chemistry among teammates. 

Then there was the simple matter of unexpectedly difficult seasons for 
some players, such as Dominik Kubalik and Kirby Dach. And once Marc-
Andre Fleury was traded at the deadline, the goaltending suffered (the 
Blackhawks were in the bottom five in goals against following Fleury's 
departure) and it was a slow slide to the regular-season finish line. 

Keys to the offseason 

Chicago is rebuilding. That's rarely a simple process. 

GM Kyle Davidson will have to assess the organization top to bottom and 
figure out who's staying and who's going. That starts with King behind the 
bench. Will he remain or will Davidson start a broader search for his 
replacement? 

There has been talk about whether it's time for the Blackhawks to move 
on from Kane and Jonathan Toews and hand the keys to the next 
generation. Moving Hagel was already a sign Davidson won't be shy 
about making changes. Is this a tear-down operation? Or are there 
veteran pillars in place that can support Chicago's new wave of talent? 
Those are heavy questions, and the Blackhawks' path ahead hinges on 
how they're answered. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Keep them low. It will be some time before Chicago is back to its former 
glory. The team's primary goal for next season should include becoming 
tougher to play against. Too often this season the Blackhawks were an 
easy out. Rebuilding can be a grind mentally on players, but whoever 
comprises this roster in the coming years will have to persevere. 
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Columbus Blue Jackets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $27,203,272 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CHI), 2nd, 3rd (TB), 4th, 4th (TOR), 7th (ANA) 

What went wrong? 

It was a transitional season for the Blue Jackets. In the past year, they 
traded disgruntled No. 1 center Pierre Luc-Dubois to the Winnipeg Jets 
for Patrik Laine; traded defenseman David Savard to the Tampa Bay 
Lightning; traded star defenseman Seth Jones to the Chicago 
Blackhawks before he could walk away as a free agent; and replaced 
head coach John Tortorella with assistant Brad Larsen, who vowed to 
give some players a chance to shine in bigger roles in 2021-22. 

Shine, some of them did. Defenseman Vladislav Gavrikov saw an 
increase in ice time and a jump in points. Cole Sillinger, 18, had a 
promising rookie season. Best of all, Laine became Laine again with a 
point-per-game season that earned him increased ice time. 

But a lineup in transition meant it was a rough ride at times. The Blue 
Jackets went through a 2-10-1 stretch from December to January that 
torpedoed their record. Important players such as Laine, Boone Jenner, 
Alexandre Texier, Zach Werenski and Adam Boqvist missed chunks of 
time. Most of all, the Blue Jackets were one of the worst defensive teams 
in the NHL, near the bottom of the league in 5-on-5 expected goals 
against. 

That defense was in front of goaltending that saw Elvis Merzlikins' save 
percentage decline for the third straight season and Joonas Korpisalo 
become one of the league's most mediocre goaltenders -- although 
obviously this critique of the position comes with the caveat that the Blue 
Jackets were missing the late Matiss Kivlenieks in every sense of the 
word. 

Keys to the offseason 

Priority No. 1 is Laine. He's a restricted free agent with arbitration rights 
who made $7.5 million against the cap on a one-year deal. This season 
should be enough proof of concept to earn him a long-term contract as 
one of the Jackets' franchise pillars, although that hasn't materialized yet. 

In terms of roster construction, the Blue Jackets could use a couple of 
veterans to help out on the defensive end, potentially through free 
agency, and preferably ones who could bring the lineup the size and 
physicality that was lacking this season. Merzlikins begins a new five-
year contract in 2022-23; assuming Korpisalo is gone, will Columbus pair 
Merzlikins with promising Daniil Tarasov or bring in another veteran? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Blue Jackets scored more (13th in the NHL in goals per game) than 
their underlying numbers would have indicated (23rd in expected goals 
per 60 minutes). That said, their offensive is going to be OK. The bigger 
problem is on the other side of the ice. If Larsen can find solutions 
tactically or GM Jarmo Kekäläinen can find some externally, the Jackets 
could be back in wild-card contention -- provided they're healthy. 

Detroit Red Wings 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $35,376,944 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (WSH), 3rd, 4th, 4th (VGK), 4th (COL), 
5th, 7th, 7th (LA) 

What went wrong? 

Inconsistency is a hallmark of rebuilding teams. The Red Wings were no 
exception. Their first 25 games (with a 13-9-3 record) this season wound 
up being a microcosm of what would unfurl the rest of the way, with 
strings of great performances punctuated by too-long runs of cringe-
worthy losses. After that initial burst over .500, the Red Wings won only 
17 of their next 52 games. 

Detroit's team defense was the major problem, and made the Red Wings 
among the league's worst clubs in high-danger chances allowed. Outside 
of rookie phenom Moritz Seider, Detroit didn't have many standouts on 
the back end. The poor habits being exhibited just seemed to permeate 
everywhere else over time and hampered any progress Detroit was able 
to make. 

The Red Wings also were lacking in secondary contributors. Dylan 
Larkin, Tyler Bertuzzi and Lucas Raymond were electric at times, but 
Filip Zadina, Givani Smith and Adam Erne failed to take flight. It became 
a matter of too many passengers and not enough helpers. 

Keys to the offseason 

First and foremost, Detroit's defense must be addressed. Filip Hronek 
and Jordan Oesterle are the only veterans signed for next season. To 
improve their execution defensively, the Red Wings will need the right 
personnel leading the way. 

After that are bigger-picture issues. Is GM Steve Yzerman still committed 
to this extended rebuild? Who will he trust in as his next coach? Those 
questions need answering -- and not with words but actions. Larkin and 
Bertuzzi, in their mid-20s, are signed for one and two more seasons, 
respectively; are they willing to play more of their prime years for a non-
contending team? Blashill had been at Detroit's helm since 2015-16. Who 
will take over next? 

There are some great contributors in place on the ice -- Seider, Raymond 
and Alex Nedeljkovic among them -- so the key will be figuring out how 
best to support that young core going forward. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Until Yzerman starts working his magic in the offseason, it's tough to 
proclaim that the Red Wings will be markedly better next year. There are 
some impressive prospects in Detroit's pipeline, including Simon 
Edvinsson and Jonatan Berggren, who could find their way into the big 
club's roster conversation. If the Red Wings intend to ride with their 
young core again and see how far it can take them, there could be 
another spring with no playoffs on their horizon. 

But if the payoff for that is crafting an identity and foundation for the team 
that will sustain it for years to come, well, maybe that's worth pursuing. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $3,359,524 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 1st (CGY), 2nd, 2nd (EDM), 3rd, 3rd (ANA), 3rd 
(CAR), 4th, 4th (TB), 4th (NYR), 5th, 6th, 7th, 7th (STL) 

What went wrong? 

It took Montreal 50 games to hit 10 wins. What didn't go wrong for this 
team? 

Within months of having played Tampa in the Stanley Cup Final, 
Montreal had fired GM Marc Bergevin (on Nov. 29) and coach Dominique 
Ducharme (on Feb. 9). It wasn't any one glaring issue that made the 
Canadiens so hapless, either. Carey Price being unavailable because of 
injury and a stint in the NHL's player assistance program was not ideal, 
but hardly insurmountable. Montreal was just a disjointed team. Exciting 
talents such as Cole Caufield were floundering. The defense was 
atrocious. One thing after another made attempts at improvement feel 
more and more futile. 

GM Kent Hughes and coach Martin St. Louis stepped in along the way 
and gave Montreal a pulse; it was just too late to salvage much in the 
standings. But St. Louis got Caufield firing, Price returned to game action 
and the Canadiens played with appreciably more pride. 

Keys to the offseason 

It should go without saying that St. Louis deserves to have the interim tag 
removed and sign a long-term deal as Montreal's coach. That will be the 
easiest move Hughes makes before September. 
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From there, Montreal has to determine what's next for Price. So much of 
how Hughes navigates the coming months will hinge on his starting 
goaltender. Can Price step back into that elite, full-time role Montreal is 
accustomed to getting from him? Given Price's recent injury issues, does 
Hughes have to address the goaltending position either way, even with 
Jake Allen signed for another year? Figuring out who'll be manning the 
crease is job one. 

After that, Hughes will need to put his defense back in order following 
Ben Chiarot's trade and with Shea Weber out indefinitely with lingering 
injuries. Trading Jeff Petry has long been on the table, and Montreal 
doesn't have a deep swatch of veterans signed after him. Hughes will 
have to restock the shelves. What decisions he makes will push Montreal 
in its next direction, likely leaning into the youth movement brought by 
Caufield, Nick Suzuki and others while balancing veteran contributions. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Montreal responded well to St. Louis. Over his first two months, the 
Canadiens were better than .500 at 12-11-4. Montreal did begin to fall off 
again later in April -- losing Allen to injury didn't help -- but that shouldn't 
reflect poorly on St. Louis. Give him an offseason and training camp to 
really get a feel for this team, and there will be plenty of reasons for 
optimism. 

Depending where Montreal falls in the draft lottery and how Hughes can 
wield the many picks he has -- including seven in the first three rounds of 
July's draft -- the Canadiens could avoid a full rebuild and come back as 
a retooled group. 

New Jersey Devils 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $24,334,168 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 4th (NYI), 4th (EDM), 5th (CBJ), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

The goaltending. For the second straight season, the Devils' best-laid 
plans for their netminders went awry. In 2020-21, it was veteran Corey 
Crawford retiring after signing as a free agent. In 2021-22, it was another 
veteran in Jonathan Bernier playing just 10 games after the Devils signed 
him to pair with Mackenzie Blackwood. To their chagrin, Blackwood 
regressed to a .894 save percentage and played barely above 
replacement level ... when he played. The Devils ended up using seven 
goaltenders this season because of injuries, finishing near the bottom of 
the league in save percentage for the second straight season. 

Injuries were the story among the skaters too. Jack Hughes, having his 
best NHL season, was limited to 49 games, scoring 56 points. Free-
agent prize Dougie Hamilton missed 17 games because of a jaw injury in 
an underwhelming first season in New Jersey. Nico Hischier also missed 
time. 

Keys to the offseason 

Goaltending is the whole ballgame. The Devils were 12th in expected 
goals against per 60 minutes in all situations and 28th in goals-against 
average. They have to make a decision on Blackwood, figure out what 
they have in Nico Daws, then see if Bernier can return from his hip 
ailment or if the Devils need to find a veteran solution for the third straight 
offseason. 

Beyond that, the Devils will have considerable salary-cap space to 
address a few other vital needs: replacing veteran defenseman P.K. 
Subban, who is an unrestricted free agent; adding skilled size to Hughes' 
line; and re-signing leading scorer and restricted free agent Jesper Bratt, 
who leveled up considerably this season. 

The other issue to address is coach Lindy Ruff, who has a .398 winning 
percentage in two seasons with the Devils and is signed through next 
season. Will New Jersey make a change in the offseason or will Ruff 
have a chance to coach under better goaltending conditions (in theory)? 

If he stays, it wouldn't be surprising to see a change in assistant coaches 
given the Devils' special team struggles. 

Meanwhile, the Devils are back in the draft lottery, where they've had 
some luck. Given their depth at center, would they opt for Slovak winger 
Juraj Slafkovsky or his countryman, defenseman Simon Nemec? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Not to put too fine a point on it, but the Devils won't be doing anything 
except wallowing in the draft lottery again if they can't get better 
goaltending. There's a lot to like here: New Jersey should be a top-10 
scoring team next season, given its talent. If the Devils use their 
considerable cap space smartly, they could finally circle back to playoff 
contention. 

New York Islanders 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $10,630,833 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (COL), 3rd, 5th, 6th 

What went wrong? 

After two straight trips to the NHL's penultimate playoff round, the 
Islanders had the most disappointing season of any team in 2021-22, 
digging themselves an early-season hole from which they could never 
escape. 

They started with 13 straight road games as the finishing touches on their 
new arena were completed, going 5-8-0. When they finally played at UBS 
Arena, it was not a happy homecoming: The Islanders went winless in 
their first seven games in the new barn, as part of an 11-game winless 
streak overall. On Dec. 5, the Islanders were 5-10-5. They never 
recovered to enter the playoff picture. 

They went from being the 12th-ranked defensive team at even strength 
(per expected goals against) over the previous two seasons to being 25th 
this season. Typically dependable players like Anthony Beauvillier and 
Kyle Palmieri didn't hit their offensive marks, while forward Oliver 
Wahlstrom couldn't build on his promising rookie season. 

There were personal highlights, such as Brock Nelson's best goal-scoring 
season, Noah Dobson's breakout year and Ilya Sorokin's Vezina-caliber 
goaltending. But it didn't add up for the Islanders, who looked slow and 
old in a fast and young league. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Lou Lamoriello must address the team's blue line. Dobson needs a 
new contract. Andy Greene and Zdeno Chara are both free agents and 
past their prime, while free agent Sebastian Aho was generally 
ineffective. Sorokin and Semyon Varlamov -- who will be in the final year 
of his contract next season -- can only paper over so much of the 
Islanders' troubles on defense. 

After that, Lamoriello has to determine whether the team's struggles were 
anomalous or systemic. Will he try to trade off some of his 30-and-older 
players on long-term contracts? Or does he run it all back next season 
with hopes that the pieces he's assembled still can click for a Cup run? 

One thing we do know: Barry Trotz will not be backed, as he was fired on 
May 9. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Bringing back Cal Clutterbuck and Zach Parise on new contracts would 
indicate that Lamoriello is willing to keep this core together for another 
kick at the can. With a few tweaks, especially on defense, perhaps the 
Islanders have another run in them, especially with their goaltending. A 
better start and some new bodies in the lineup should mean they'll be a 
heck of a lot closer to the postseason than they were this season. 

Ottawa Senators 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $23,303,929 
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2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (TB), 3rd, 3rd (BOS), 4th, 5th, 5th (WPG), 
5th (BOS), 6th, 7th (NYI) 

What went wrong? 

The Senators thought the rebuild was over. They thought wrong. 

Why? Let's start with goaltending. Matt Murray was hardly the Senators' 
savior there, losing seven straight to start the season and six straight in 
the back half of his campaign before exiting in early March with an injury. 
That's not what Ottawa needed from its supposed starter. And with his 
own subpar play, Filip Gustavsson didn't fill the void effectively. 

Murray wasn't the only one who fell below expectations, though. Tim 
Stutzle also came out slowly (on the score sheet anyway), notching only 
one goal in his first 21 games, epitomizing a lineup that struggled to 
score as a whole. Ottawa just never got the leaps and bounds from some 
of its younger stars early on, then couldn't overcome its deficiencies later. 
That became especially true after Drake Batherson, the Sens' leading 
point-getter, was lost to an injury right before the All-Star break. 

Then there were the defensive inconsistencies: odd-man rushes, sloppy 
in-zone coverage, bad decision-making with the puck. All the little 
negative habits that add up to negative results. 

Keys to the offseason 

Murray hasn't played an NHL game since March 5. How is GM Pierre 
Dorion going to address that position for next season? Anton Forsberg 
has had a solid final third of the season and signed a three-year deal to 
stick with the Senators. If Murray can get healthy, will Ottawa trust him to 
stay that way and be part of a tandem with Forsberg? Do the Sens have 
any other choice? Shoring up the goaltending, one way or another, will 
be critical to Ottawa's hopes for a turnaround. 

Dealing with their defensive problems will also be key. Dorion added 
Travis Hamonic at the trade deadline, but he'll need to do more work to 
help Ottawa keep the puck out of its own net. The Senators have cap 
space available to rectify these issues; it's on Dorion to find the right mix. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

At this stage, it's hard to think of Ottawa in the playoff conversation next 
season. Unless, of course, Dorion takes some big swings in free agency 
and can get some difference-making defensive players. The Senators 
have great talent up front in Stutzle, Batherson and Brady Tkachuk. Even 
if all three improve upon this campaign, more tweaks are necessary 
before we can say Ottawa realistically moves the needle next season. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $8,803,143 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

This season was a debacle for the Flyers. Coach Alain Vigneault was 
fired after an 8-10-4 start and replaced by assistant coach Mike Yeo on 
an interim basis. Under the former Wild and Blues head coach, the Flyers 
would win just 16 of their next 56 games. They missed key players to 
injury in center Sean Couturier (29 games played), forward Kevin Hayes 
(44 games) and defenseman Ryan Ellis (4 games), a significant 
offseason acquisition who was expected to solidify the defensive corps. A 
slight uptick in goaltending quality by maligned franchise netminder 
Carter Hart was undercut by a penalty kill that saw the Flyers finish near 
the bottom of the league. 

It was a season also marred by tragedy, as Hayes lost his brother, former 
NHL player Jimmy Hayes, last August. It was also overshadowed by the 
saga of captain Claude Giroux, the career Flyer whose time with the 
team ended after a deadline trade to the Florida Panthers. 

Too many injuries, too many ineffective performances and not enough 
impact from GM Chuck Fletcher's offseason additions in Ellis, Rasmus 

Ristolainen, Keith Yandle and Martin Jones (although Cam Atkinson 
played well in his first season in Philly). 

Keys to the offseason 

Fletcher has spoken about an "aggressive retool" in the offseason, 
believing there are enough pieces on the roster, with some 
augmentation, to contend next season. That retool is going to have to be 
quite aggressive: The Flyers need to replace Giroux's offense and 
probably add another established scorer beyond that. 

Will they seek to move forward James van Riemsdyk, who carries a $7 
million cap hit into the final year of his contract? Will those rumors about 
Ivan Provorov's availability result in a trade? There are plenty of 
directions to take the retool. 

Obviously, an NHL draft lottery win would help. The Flyers could certainly 
use a Shane Wright or a Logan Cooley at center, or Simon Nemec on 
defense. 

But beyond the roster, Fletcher will need to hire a new head coach. 
There has been a lot of speculation that the Flyers will seek out TNT 
commentator and Philly fan favorite Rick Tocchet to take over the bench. 
Or does a team seeking better fundamental 5-on-5 play make overtures 
to another coach-turned-commentator in John Tortorella? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

If they're healthier. If their offseason acquisitions are uniformly more 
impactful than last season's were and don't detract from other areas of 
the team. If they choose the right coach. If some of the younger players 
getting time this season -- Noah Cates, Ronnie Attard, Bobby Brink, 
Morgan Frost, Owen Tippett -- level up, and Hart continues to trend back 
to his previous standards. If all of this -- or at least most of it -- happens, 
the Flyers could return to playoff contention. But that's a lot of ifs. 

San Jose Sharks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $13,003,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 5th (BUF), 6th, 7th, 7th (ARI), 7th 
(MIN) 

What went wrong? 

Not much was expected from the Sharks this season, but they improved 
incrementally. 

They were a .438 points percentage team last season; they had a .468 
points percentage through 77 games this season. Their goaltending 
improved from 29th last season to 20th this season, thanks to the 
acquisitions of James Reimer, Adin Hill and eventually goalie Kaapo 
Kahkonen, whom they acquired from Minnesota in a trade for 
defenseman Jacob Middleton. 

But their offense dropped from seventh in expected goals per 60 minutes 
in all situations last season to 27th this season. Part of that could be 
attributed to the loss of forward Evander Kane, as the Sharks terminated 
Kane's deal for what they said was a breach of contract and for violating 
COVID-19 protocols. He was their leading scorer last season, but it was 
clear that the relationship had run its course. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first is finding the next general manager after Doug Wilson stepped 
down this season. Joe Will is the team's interim GM and may end up 
running their draft as they meticulously comb through candidates to 
succeed Wilson, who was with San Jose for 19 seasons. 

Whoever takes over inherits a veteran roster filled with long-term 
contracts. The Sharks have $42.6 million in salary committed to the 
2024-25 season for Logan Couture, Erik Karlsson, Brent Burns, Marc-
Edouard Vlasic and now Tomas Hertl, whom they signed before the trade 
deadline. That's an expensive core with ample trade protection. Unless 
something dramatic changes, the Sharks will have to find ways to build 
around that talent thriftily. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 16, 2022 

 

To that end, they have some interesting free agents: productive forward 
Alexander Barabanov (UFA), center Jonathan Dahlen (RFA), 
defenseman Mario Ferraro (RFA) and Kahkonen (RFA). 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Another season in hockey purgatory, as the Sharks hope an affordable 
supporting cast can solidify around their talented but aging core. They 
need more players like center Thomas Bordeleau, the University of 
Michigan product who made his debut this season. They could have 
another one in forward William Eklund, the seventh overall pick in last 
year's draft, but he had a rough season in the Swedish Hockey League. 
The regular-season ceiling for this team feels like a wild card. 

Seattle Kraken 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $21,135,834 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd, 2nd (NSH), 2nd (TOR), 2nd (FLA), 3rd, 4th, 
4th (WSH), 4th (CGY), 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Kraken weren't the Vegas Golden Knights. That much was clear. 
Our expectations for Seattle, based on the Knights' recent expansion 
success and Seattle drafting under the same rules, were inflated. Given 
the talent on the roster, the Kraken should have been better than a points 
percentage under .400, even if they inevitably became a seller at the 
trade deadline anyway. 

At the very least, they should have been a team that established a 
discernible identity in their inaugural season; yet in the end, Seattle's 
style and direction are as mysterious as their namesake sea monster. 

Their goaltending was supposed to help define them. Instead, Philipp 
Grubauer gave up more than 18 goals below expectations and cost his 
team at least three wins, per Evolving Hockey. Through 76 games, the 
Kraken had the worst team save percentage in the NHL. Whatever gains 
they made at 5-on-5 during the season were undermined by the league's 
most porous goaltending. 

But the Kraken didn't give their netminders much goal support, either. 
They were near the bottom of the goals per game rankings, watching 
players like Joonas Donskoi struggle and others like Jaden Schwartz and 
Brandon Tanev limited by injuries. 

Keys to the offseason 

The arrival of No. 2 overall pick Matty Beniers gives the Kraken a 
potential No. 1 center next season and a glimpse of the future. How to 
achieve that future will involve the NHL draft, where the Kraken will have 
five picks in the first two rounds. But the short-term prospects for Seattle 
will rise or fall on GM Ron Francis' moves this offseason. 

They have 10 free agents, three of them unrestricted. They'll have 
around $21 million in open cap space. They can see what worked and 
what didn't this season and adjust accordingly. That goes for the players 
and the coaches, whose player usage and systems contributed to the 
team's offensive malaise. 

But mostly, they need to find a way for Grubauer to shake off this season 
and become the goalie they thought they signed last summer -- the one 
who was going to be the foundation for what they're building in the 
Emerald City. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

The Kraken found some franchise foundations in their first year. Jared 
McCann was the goal-scoring ace that the analytics portended. Yanni 
Gourde was as solid as expected. Jamie Oleksiak had a strong season. 
So consider the inaugural season as the opening draw in a card game; 
they'll keep some, give some back, take new ones and hope the hand 
turns out better. This is clearly a slow build for Seattle. Another season 
outside the playoffs, considering what's in the 2023 draft, wouldn't hurt. 

Vancouver Canucks 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $12,373,333 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

The Canucks waited too long to make significant changes. GM Jim 
Benning and coach Travis Green were fired on Dec. 6, 2021. Benning 
had been at the helm since 2014, and the Canucks made the playoffs 
just twice during his tenure. One of those times was a second-round exit 
in the 2020 bubble playoffs that proved to be an anomalous tease. 

After a .446 points percentage in 2020-21, this clean sweep probably 
could have happened in the offseason. Instead, the regime returned, with 
Benning having made overly aggressive moves in an effort to save his 
job -- like the Oliver Ekman-Larsson deal, for a future contract headache 
he figured wouldn't be his -- and augment a roster that had already 
proven not to be championship-caliber. 

Green was fired after the Canucks stumbled to an 8-15-2 start, months 
after Vancouver handed him a two-year contract extension. Enter miracle 
worker Bruce Boudreau, who has gone 31-15-9 as head coach and 
pushed this roster as far as it could go. Enter team president Jim 
Rutherford and general manager Patrik Allvin as well, who were charged 
with evaluating that roster in another lost season. 

On the ice, the team got outstanding goaltending from Thatcher Demko, 
star Elias Pettersson regained his form, it was another big offensive 
season from defenseman Quinn Hughes and a career year from forward 
J.T. Miller, whom the Canucks decided to hang onto rather than move at 
the trade deadline despite next season being the last one on his contract. 
But the team's problems, like their penalty kill, were solved too slowly for 
the Canucks to make the cut. Too much, too late. 

Keys to the offseason 

The first key is bringing back Boudreau. His contract has a team option 
for a second season, although it's been reported that he could walk away 
from that option. As long as the term is right, bringing back Boudreau is a 
no-brainer: He cracked the code on this team and changed the vibe of 
the franchise. 

They'll have calls to make on Miller, who makes $5.25 million against the 
cap next season before becoming an unrestricted free agent; it's hard to 
imagine he's not part of the solution in Vancouver, given his breakout 
season. Forward Brock Boeser is a restricted free agent whose name 
continues to circulate in the trade rumor mill. Captain Bo Horvat, like 
Miller, goes UFA in summer 2023. 

They have upwards of seven UFAs on a roster that Allvin and Rutherford 
would no doubt like to reshape a bit more in their image, while figuring 
out which pieces of the core they'll retain. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

It feels like Boudreau just ran out of runway this season. Given a full 
offseason, training camp and 82-game campaign, we have faith that he 
can get the Canucks back to the playoffs. They have some foundational 
pieces in place -- you could do a lot worse than starting with Pettersson, 
Hughes and Demko -- and a very smart managerial team to add more. 
The long-overdue end of the Benning Era should lead to prosperity next 
season. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $2,673,334 

2022 draft picks: 2nd, 3rd (NYR), 5th, 5th (CHI), 6th, 7th 

What went wrong? 

While there were things that impacted the Golden Knights beyond their 
control this season, they missed the playoffs for the first time in franchise 
history due to unforced errors, cap mismanagement and straying too far 
from their identity. 
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Having selected Robin Lehner as their primary goalie and needing the 
cap space, they shipped beloved Vezina Trophy winner Marc-Andre 
Fleury to the Blackhawks last offseason. That ended up destabilizing 
their goaltending: The Knights went from 2nd in team save percentage to 
20th, and Lehner didn't finish the season after opting for shoulder 
surgery. The Knights used much of that cap space to acquire winger 
Evgenii Dadonov ... whose cap hit they desperately tried to unload with a 
deadline trade to the Ducks, only to have the move canceled by the NHL 
after it turned out Anaheim was on his no-trade list. 

Vegas tried to move Dadonov because it was a capped-out team 
attempting to bring back players from long-term injured reserve. This 
underscored a two-fold problem this season: The financial constraints of 
their own making, which were only exacerbated when the Knights traded 
for Jack Eichel in a November 2021 blockbuster; and the incredible 
number of injuries they dealt with in the second half of the season, from 
star winger Mark Stone to defenseman Alec Martinez to key forward 
Reilly Smith to Lehner. 

Eichel was the latest in a series of high-profile player acquisitions that 
turned the "Golden Misfits" into a roster crushed under the weight of its 
payroll and expectations. That was evident in the final games of the 
season, when the Knights stumbled to their elimination with home losses 
to New Jersey and San Jose; a de facto playoff game loss at Dallas; and 
then a loss in Chicago. Outside of the Devils, the other three defeats 
were in the shootout, where Vegas went a stupefying 0-for-17. 

After that, it was goodnight for these underwhelming Knights. 

Keys to the offseason 

How does owner Bill Foley react to this? He's spent the last three 
seasons collecting star players like they're Pokémon. The Knights were a 
Stanley Cup favorite -- and they didn't even make the postseason. The 
key to the offseason is the scope of that reaction. Does it mean coach 
Peter DeBoer or GM Kelly McCrimmon are out of a job? Does it mean 
another aggressive offseason acquisition of high-priced veteran talent? 
Or do the Knights write off this injury-plagued season and run it back with 
much of the same roster, including a sharper Jack Eichel for 82 games? 

Aside from those philosophical discussions, there are some immediate 
questions to be addressed. Smith is an unrestricted free agent that's 
likely gone. Do they revisit a Dadonov trade? Could they seek to move 
Max Pacioretty one year before unrestricted free agency? Perhaps most 
importantly: What's the status of Robin Lehner and of Lehner's 
relationship with DeBoer? 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Challenging for the Stanley Cup. Injuries were a huge factor this season. 
As anyone in Vegas knows, sometimes your luck is rotten. But the other 
issues that impacted the Knights were self-inflicted, and many of them 
can be corrected in the offseason with better cap management and some 
tweaks to the roster. They have enough talent on this roster to win the 
Cup. They just have to find the right mix, the right flexibility and, above all 
else, the right direction. 

Winnipeg Jets 

Projected 2022-23 cap space: $16,271,310 

2022 draft picks: 1st, 2nd (STL), 2nd (NYR), 3rd (CBJ), 4th (ARI), 6th, 
7th 

What went wrong? 

Some teams don't have enough talent to compete with the NHL's best. 
Winnipeg has top players, but too many of them had a tough season at 
the same time. So much so, coach Paul Maurice didn't think he could get 
enough out of the group anymore, leading him to resign in December. 

It's not often that a coach just up and quits on a team that's 
underperforming. Did that have a residual effect on the Jets' overall 
confidence? Maybe. But the club's struggling stars were the real issue. 

Mark Scheifele and Blake Wheeler both missed time early in the season 
and didn't find an offensive groove until later. Nikolaj Ehlers was one the 
Jets' best forwards, but he too was felled by injury midseason, and that 
hurt the Jets' chances of making a run up the standings. It felt like one 
thing after another took Winnipeg's assets out of the lineup, and the more 
they fought to stay above water, the harder another wave of adversity 
would land. 

Eventually that roller coaster seemed to take a mental toll on the entire 
team, effectively ending any last-ditch hope of contending for a wild-card 
spot. 

Keys to the offseason 

GM Kevin Cheveldayoff will need to decide on his next coach. Dave 
Lowry stepped in for Maurice, but is that a long-term slot for him? 
Probably not. 

Whoever fills the role will face arguably the next most important task for 
the Jets: putting this wasted year behind them and starting fresh. It's not 
as if the Jets' require a massive overhaul. They have good players and 
good prospects. Connor Hellebuyck is a strong goaltender. This was just 
a nightmare season in nearly every regard. 

Inevitably, Cheveldayoff will swap some personnel or make alterations 
here and there. He'll have to manage Pierre Luc-Dubois' next deal as 
well, which will be a priority negotiation between the club and its pending 
restricted free agent. 

Realistic expectations for 2022-23 

Winnipeg should enter training camp with a massive chip on its shoulder. 
This was not the year the Jets intended to have, and there are far too 
many good players in this lineup to have it happen again. There should 
be high expectations for the Jets going forward, both inside and outside 
the organization. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Gaudreau gets justice on Oettinger with OT winner to set 
up Battle of Alberta 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

May 16, 2022, 3:27 AM 

 

CALGARY – There were plenty of questions surrounding Johnny 
Gaudreau as he entered the playoffs. 

It’s the one that was asked after his Game 7 overtime winner Sunday 
night that was perhaps the easiest to answer. 

Where did his short-side, roof job over Jake Oettinger 15 minutes into the 
extra frame rank amongst all his goals? 

“Is that a question, really?” he smiled, still buzzing after being mobbed by 
teammates and shaking hands with the Dallas Stars. 

“C’mon. There’s no bigger stage than what we just had there. It was 
really special for me. I was really excited. You dream about stuff like that, 
scoring in Game 7 in overtime.” 

Flames, Gaudreau solve Oettinger to edge Stars in overtime thriller 

So much for talk of this being Gaudreau’s last game as a Flame. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 16, 2022 

 

Instead, it was perhaps his most memorable, scoring his second game-
winner in the tightest of series to set up the first Battle of Alberta in 31 
years. 

He didn’t hoist the team on his shoulders like Connor McDavid, but when 
his team needed him most he was there, ending a torturous evening for a 
C of Red that stood on its feet for the bulk of an overtime frame that 
ended with the Flames 67th shot of the night finally beating Oettinger. 

The roar or the crowd was as loud as anything the building has ever 
endured, which is fitting given the moment will go down in club history as 
one of its finest. 

After all, the last time the Flames won a Game 7 at home it kickstarted 
the club’s lone Stanley Cup run 33 years earlier. It's also the first time in 
seven years the Flames have won a round and just the third time in 33 
years they've made it to the second round. 

Gaudreau on impending Battle of Alberta: 'Get ready for a fun series 
coming up' 

The fact that Gaudreau scored it was poetic justice, as Oettinger had No. 
13’s number throughout the series, prompting Gaudreau to look skyward 
following one of his previous six shots. 

The winner was a beauty, which it had to be to beat a goalie who 
challenged league history with his brilliance. 

“I was just trying to put it on net,” said Gaudreau, of the rebound he 
converted from the side of the net. 

“I mean, throughout the whole series most of the time you put it on net it's 
not going in against this kid. I got a good look and it went over his 
shoulder there. That kid played pretty well the whole series." 

Gaudreau reflects on scoring overtime winner in Game 7 against Stars 

So did Gaudreau, who scraped and clawed his way through a tenacious 
Dallas defence to score two game-winners, add six assists and be the 
hero when it mattered most. He also assisted on Tkachuk's goal. 

That’s how legends are made. 

Darryl Sutter said two days earlier Gaudreau had officially taken the next 
step, and on Sunday the 28-year-old winger proved it. 

How poetic that in the absence of Chris Tanev he showed up for the 
game wearing an A on his jersey for the very first time as a Flame. 

He became more than just a superstar this year, he became a leader. 

And finishing off an epic game like Sunday’s is exactly the type of stuff 
leaders do. 

“The C’s and A’s are decorations,” said Sutter. 

“It’s what you do in the room and on the ice that’s important.” 

What his team did all night long was dominate a Stars club that opened 
the scoring 40 seconds in, and took just 31 seconds to regain the lead 
after Tyler Toffoli tied it early in the second. 

The Flames chased on the scoreboard but led in every other way, 
outshooting the Stars 26-4 in a second period in which Matthew 
Tkachuk’s first of the playoffs tied it 2-2 midway through the frame. 

From there the tension was unbearable in a building that watched both 
teams hit the iron three times. 

'One had to have gone in' Tkachuk on the Flames' 67 shots in series 
clincher 

By night’s end the Flames had outshot the Stars 67-28, the largest shot 
differential in NHL Game 7 history and the second largest in the league’s 
playoff lore. 

Yet, there was Joe Pavelski breaking in alone following a Flames power 
play, forcing Jacob Markstrom to make one of the many pivotal saves to 
prolong the extra session. 

The Flames netminder won’t get nearly the credit he deserves for the role 
he played in the game or the series. But none of it is possible without 
him, especially considering how hard it is to make huge saves after going 
long stretches watching Oettinger stand on his head. 

“(Oettinger) frustrated us because we couldn’t score, but we didn’t lose 
belief after all,” said Tkachuk, who was asked if it felt inevitable his team 
would eventually win a game it dominated. 

"Or you could look at it like the other way, where it's just not meant to be. 
It was tonight. We peppered him so much. One had to have gone in for 
us. Guys worked so hard. I said it this morning, I think that our team, the 
way we're conditioned, work and wear teams down, we're built for a 
Game 7 type of game. It took us until minute, almost, 80. It's an important 
one for us." 

For the province. 

"It'll be exciting - it's great for all of Alberta,” said Tkachuk, whose club 
was serenaded by a raucous crowd signing to Alberta Bound during 
handshakes. 

“Honestly really haven't allowed myself to think about it yet. It's too fresh 
from this. I'm probably just going to enjoy this one tonight and turn the 
page tomorrow." 

Tkachuk on seven-game series with Stars: 'They made us earn every 
single inch' 

After directing an incredible 129 shot attempts towards Oettinger, justice 
was served with Gaudreau’s winner. 

“We deserved to win,” said Sutter, of a series somehow decided by one 
goal. 

“Pretty simple.” 

Well, actually, it wasn’t, making the accomplishment and the next 
opponent all the sweeter. 

“I’ve been here for nine years and never had even a sniff of a chance to 
play them in the playoffs,” said Gaudreau, when asked about the Battle 
of Alberta. 

“It’s pretty special. It’s going to be fun. It’s going to be good for the 
province, fun for them and us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Takeaways: Panarin's OT winner sends 
Penguins to uncertain summer 

 

Rory Boylen@RoryBoylen 

May 16, 2022, 12:30 AM 

 

What an outstanding finish to an incredible series. 

The New York Rangers could have been out of it at points. They fell 
behind 3-1 in the series and all-important goalie Igor Shesterkin 
appeared beatable, and was pulled in Games 3 and 4. But it wasn't the 
goalie playing poorly, it was the run of quality opportunities were tilted 
against New York. The Pittsburgh Penguins ended the series with the 
most high danger chances of any team in Round 1; the Rangers were 
among the worst at getting them. 
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But New York never gave up and always had some push back. Facing 
elimination in Game 5, New York fell behind 2-0 and came through with a 
5-3 win anyway. In Game 6, they trailed 2-0 after the first period and won 
5-3 again. In Game 7, they trailed 2-1 and then 3-2 after the second 
period. Needing a star to come through on the biggest stage at Madison 
Square Garden, Mika Zibanejad tied it with a wicked shot, and Artemi 
Panarin clinched it in overtime after a pretty quiet game for him up to that 
point. 

Shesterkin was masterful and the underlying MVP once more. 

"We're kinda the cardiac kids at this point," Chris Kreider told Sportsnet's 
Caroline Cameron after the win Sunday. "We definitely had our moments 
where we weren't playing the way we wanted to, but we came storming 
back time and time again. And obviously our goalie was our best player 
every single game for us." 

Kreider credits Rangers resiliency after thrilling overtime win in Game 7 

It's a big step for the Rangers, who earned their first series win since the 
retool from a few years ago and did it in dramatic fashion that will leave 
an impression going forward. Playing Carolina next, a tough defensive, 
strong puck control team, will be a challenge for the still-young Rangers. 

For the Penguins, it'll be an off-season of major questions, critical 
decisions and perhaps the end of an era. 

Igor Shesterkin comes up big in Game 7 

The Penguins had a number of great opportunities to open the scoring 
early, and to extend their one-goal leads, but Shesterkin was outstanding 
time and again. 

Right before both of New York's first two goals, Shesterkin made a 
whopper of a stop just moments earlier. 

This was the bumpiest couple of weeks of Shesterkin's season, but it was 
more reflective of the play in front of him than a failing on the goalie's 
part. Shesterkin had a heavy lift in Round 1, starting with a 105-minute, 
79-save OT loss in Game 1. No goalie faced more shots, more high 
danger shots, or made more saves in the opening round than Shesterkin, 
who was even pulled twice along the way. 

For the 26-year-old to put that behind him, show up and deliver on brand 
in Game 7 is a big moment for both him and the Rangers. For 
Shesterkin, it sets the early tone in his career that he's a big game player; 
for the Rangers, it's the knowledge that your blue-chip goalie can be a 
game stealer at the most critical times. 

A tip of the cap to Tristan Jarry 

When the Penguins were eliminated last season, Jarry took most of the 
blame on the chin with an .888 save percentage performance. His whole 
2021-22 season was a bit of redemption as he delivered one of the better 
years of any goalie in the NHL. But an injury just before the playoffs 
sidelined him and made goaltending a centrepiece of the story in 
Pittsburgh again. 

Casey DeSmith started well, and then he was injured in Game 1. Louis 
Domingue had two moments in Games 1 and 4, but really was a third-
string goalie hanging on. 

With back-to-back losses and facing the prospect of letting a 3-1 series 
lead slip away, the Pens turned to Jarry in Game 7 for the first time in 
these playoffs, and one month after his last game. 

He answered the bell, too, making a number of large saves of his own to 
counter Shesterkin before the last one was screened in by him in 
overtime. 

It was pointed out on the broadcast a few times that Jarry appeared a 
little hobbled and likely still injured. Certainly not 100 per cent. When 
asked about his condition after the game, Jarry paused for a moment and 
responded "I was able to play." 

"Just being able to play, I was grateful for that. I was grateful that they 
trusted to put me in for that. And if anything happened I wanted to be in 
for that. I wanted to give it my best shot." 

The refs always have to factor into the narrative somehow. 

In this Game 7 the key moment came with just under six minutes left in 
regulation with the Penguins hanging on to a one-goal lead. New York 
was on the attack and Alexis Lafreniere got tied up with Marcus 
Pettersson, whose helmet fell off in the scuffle. The Penguins blueliner, 
with his team under fire in the defensive end, immediately skated to the 
bench. By the time his replacement returned, Mika Zibanejad had a 
glorious opportunity to tie the game and didn't miss. 

By rule, Pettersson had to either retreat to the bench after losing his 
helmet, or quickly pick it up off the ice and put it back on. Rule 9.6 reads: 

"A player on the ice whose helmet comes off during play shall be 
assessed a minor penalty if he does not exit the playing surface, or 
retrieve and replace his helmet properly on his head (with or without his 
chin strap fastened), within a reasonable period of time. It is reasonable if 
a player who is making a play on the puck or who is in the vicinity of the 
puck and engaged in the play at the time his helmet comes off, takes the 
opportunity to complete the play before either exiting the ice or retrieving 
and replacing his helmet." 

Penguins voice frustrations on helmet rule that led to tying goal in Game 
7 

If you think Lafreniere intentionally pulled the helmet off, as Pens coach 
Mike Sullivan did, you could argue the Rangers should have been given 
a penalty on the play. It was a critical turning point in the game. 

"I think it stinks," Sullivan said of the rule. "He has to come off. His helmet 
got pulled off intentionally. But that's the rule." 

Added Sidney Crosby: "Tonight I think was an example of one game 
anything can happen and we didn't get that extra goal there late in the 
game. And, you know, a terrible rule probably ends up being the 
difference in the game." 

Zibanejad wires shot over shoulder of Jarry to tie score late in Game 7 

If the Rangers had been eliminated Sunday, it wouldn't have been 
surprising to find out about some injury that was hampering Panarin. New 
York's superstar just hasn't been at his usual level. His line was outshot 
by four, outchanced by four and though Panarin registered six shots on 
net, he was mostly kept to the outside with them. 

But with Panarin on the ice, the Rangers outscored the competition 1-0; 
the OT winner was the only difference. 

As we know, Panarin is a weapon and can strike at any given moment. In 
the dying minutes of regulation and in the razor's edge of overtime, 
legacies are built when the best players find a way through and rise up 
as the singular difference between a long off-season of second-guessing 
and regret, and moving on to the second round feeling pretty darn good 
about your Cup chances. 

In this Game 7 it wasn't Crosby or Evgeni Malkin. It was Panarin who 
turned his quiet game into a very, very loud finish at MSG. 

"He’s the guy, when it was heading into overtime, I said to myself, 'I know 
he’s going to score if we score.' If we get the winning goal, it’s going to be 
him," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. 

Where do the Penguins go from here? 

Crosby will be back, that much we know. 

But what about Malkin and Kris Letang? The questions will begin to be 
asked of the two pending UFAs and long-time core members of the 
Penguins championship years. 

As long as Crosby is around the Penguins won't be a rebuilding team. 
Jake Guentzel is signed for another two years, and he actually finished 
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as the highest-scoring player from Round 1 with eight goals in seven 
games. Jarry played his way back into being a comfortable No. 1, though 
the team may think about upgrading further down the depth chart. Jeff 
Carter just re-signed for two years and you don't give that deal to a 37-
year-old if the plan is to scale back. 

Even considering all that, here's the picture: the Penguins have lost their 
opening-round series in four consecutive years and were just beaten by a 
team on the way up. They held leads in all three elimination games and 
lost each one. They have let the prospect cupboard run almost dry and 
hung tight to their first-round pick at this deadline because of the need to 
keep an eye on the future. 

Some level of change is expected, but how drastic? Malkin's $9.5 million 
comes off the books and there'll be some debate on what an extension 
should even look like in this situation as he turns 36 in July. Letang's 
$7.25 million is also scheduled to come off when free agency opens and 
though he had one of his better seasons in 2021-22, the defenceman 
does feel like the more likely of the two to test the waters. Bryan Rust, an 
important complementary goal scorer in this lineup, is a UFA as well and 
probably priced out of Pittsburgh. 

With Malkin and Letang it could be the end of an era that brought three 
Stanley Cups to Pittsburgh and 16 playoff appearances. Losing one 
would leave a huge hole, but new-found cap flexibility to try a different 
approach. Losing both would alter the franchise in such a way that it's 
hard to imagine what the next chapter might be. 

"It's something that we knew was a possibility heading into the playoffs, 
but it's not something I've tried to think about too much," Crosby said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oettinger following Game 7 loss: 'I feel like I’m just 
scratching the surface' 

 

David Morassutti@d_morassutti 

May 16, 2022, 2:11 AM 

 

No matter who came away with the victory in Game 7 between the 
Calgary Flames and Dallas Stars, someone was going to leave the 
Scotiabank Saddledome disappointed. 

Unfortunately for Jake Oettinger, a spectacular performance was not 
enough to help the Stars complete the upset against the Flames. The 23-
year-old made 64 saves but could not keep Johnny Gaudreau's shot late 
in overtime out of the net but he should leave the ice with his head held 
high. 

    CATCHING FIRE!  

To say that the Stars were fortunate to have made it to overtime would 
be an understatement considering Oettinger saw a lot of rubber in this 
game. According to Sportsnet Stats, Calgary had a plus-39 shots 
differential on Dallas which was the most a team has had in a Game 7 in 
NHL history. 

Oettinger's 64 saves were also the second-most made in a Game 7 with 
Kelly Hrudey stopping 73 shots with the New York Islanders against the 
Washington Capitals in 1987. Calgary also finished the game with 134 
shot attempts 

"I’ve never been more motivated than I am right now," Oettinger told 
reporters after the game. "I’m going to do everything I can to make sure 

that I get this opportunity again and I’ll make sure I’m on the other side of 
it the next time. 

“I have a lot of stuff I want to work on. I feel like I’m just scratching the 
surface of where I’m going to be one day. That excites me.” 

Safe to say, the Lakeville, Minn., native reminded the Stars why he was 
worthy of being the 26th overall pick in the 2017 NHL Draft. It was an 
impressive draft for Dallas considering they selected three franchise 
players with their first three picks. 

    Y'all Otter believe it!!!!! 

The future is certainly bright for Oettinger who finished the series with a 
1.81 goals-against average and a .954 save percentage. In just his 
second season in the NHL, Oettinger made 46 stars and had a 30-15-1 
record with a 2.53 goals-against average and a .914 save percentage. 
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TSN.CA / Gaudreau the hero as Flames advance past Stars 

 

Salim Valji 

 

At times during Sunday's winner-take-all Game 7, it felt like the Calgary 
Flames would never again solve Jake Oettinger.  

The Dallas Stars goalie, who asserted himself to the hockey world during 
this series as perhaps the National Hockey League’s future perennial 
Vezina Trophy contender, stymied the Flames through the game’s 
opening sixty minutes, only surrendering goals on a Tyler Toffoli tip-in 
and a Matthew Tkachuk power-play goal.  

The Flames fired over 130 shots his way. He stopped 65 of 67 that made 
their way through Dallas’ stingy defence. Then Flames forward Johnny 
Gaudreau had the puck at the side of the net and fired a perfect shot 
over Oettinger’s left shoulder, sending the Saddledome into a frenzy after 
the 3-2 Game 7 overtime victory. 

“It was awesome,” Gaudreau said. “It was a tight series this whole week 
or two and it came right down to the end there in Game 7 overtime. You 
dream of stuff like that, scoring in Game 7 in overtime. Nice play by 
[Tkachuk] behind the net, found [Lindholm] in the front, and I got the 
rebound…I was just trying to put it on net.” 

“I was actually ducking because I knew if he missed, I was right in the 
line of fire,” Tkachuk said. 

During the seven game series, Gaudreau fired 25 shots on Oettinger, 
including a chance in the slot moments before his game winner. 
Previously, Gaudreau admitted he felt Oettinger had his number. 

“That kid played pretty well throughout the whole series,” Gaudreau said. 

Despite Oettinger’s play, the Flames controlled the game in almost every 
way on Sunday. They had more than double the shot attempts as the 
Stars. Calgary out hit them 35 to 22 and won 55 per cent of the faceoffs. 
Despite dominating on paper, it was not an easy few days. 

“That was a hard series to win,” Tkachuk said. 

“We deserved to win,” head coach Darryl Sutter said. 

The road to their first playoff series victory since 2015 was not easy for 
the Flames, and Oettinger was the biggest reason why. His 0.954 save 
percentage was the best of any starting goalie in the playoffs, while his 
1.81 goals-against average was fourth. On Sunday, he became just the 
second goalie to record 60+ saves in a Game 7. 
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Sutter called him the best player of the series. For his part, the third-year 
goalie was emotional afterwards.  

“It seems like every year flies by and it never ends when you want to 
unless you win the Cup,” Oettinger said. “This one’s going to hurt for a 
long time.” 

Oettinger plans to use it as fuel. 

"I’ve never been more motivated than I am right now,” Oettinger said. “I’m 
going to do everything I can to make sure that I get this opportunity again 
and I’ll make sure I’m on the other side of it the next time." 

Sutter has now coached in 11 Game 7s, the most in NHL history. He has 
won eight of them, also the most ever. The series victory over Dallas was 
another example of the culture change and process shift he has 
implemented since taking the coaching reigns in March 2021.  

“I’ve said it all along, this is a team that had to get a foundation in place 
and stick with it,” Sutter said. “There’s highs and lows during a game and 
there’s highs and lows during a season and we’re a pretty even-keel 
group.” 

“The way we battled back in the series,” Gaudreau said, when asked 
what the group should be the most proud of. "We did that in the series a 
couple of times and not only in this series but in games, we were down a 
few times and found a way to battle back and win games. That’s what 
we’re proud of.” 

As for what Sutter is like in the dressing room after a Game 7 overtime 
win? 

“He was just telling us he would let us know when the next round is,” 
Gaudreau said. 

That has been confirmed by the league for 7:30 pm MST on Wednesday 
as the Flames and Oilers face each other in the playoffs for the first time 
since 1991. 

“It’ll be exciting,” Tkachuk said. “It’ll be great for Alberta.” 

“I’ve been here for nine years and never had a sniff of them in the 
playoffs, so it’s pretty special,” Gaudreau said. “I think it’s going to be a 
lot of fun and good for the province…it’s going to be a pretty cool series.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames embracing pressure ahead of Game 7 showdown 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Much to the chagrin of Calgary fans, Milan Lucic’s first hockey memories 
of an NHL Game 7 are from the 1994 series when his hometown 
Vancouver Canucks defeated the Flames on a Pavel Bure overtime goal. 

“Sorry to bring that one up,” he laughed. 

“You think of all the Game 7s, like Ray Bourque’s Game 7 win in 2001 
with Colorado to win the Stanley Cup there, and then Marty Gelinas 
scoring the Game 7 OT winner in Vancouver in 2004, just big Game 7 
moments…sometimes it’s somebody completely different who steps up, 
like Mike Rupp scoring the game winner Game 7 goal in 2003 for New 
Jersey to win the Stanley Cup, so there’s obviously some memories as a 
kid and teenager watching hockey growing up.” 

Ahead of the biggest game for the Flames franchise since Game 7 of the 
2004 Stanley Cup Final, the team is embracing the opportunity to write its 
own story.  

“You just get in the moment and in some ways enjoy it and in other ways, 
step up,” head coach Darryl Sutter said. “Pressure is a good thing. In the 
long run, that’s what separates you. I’ve been through several of those 
Game 7s and that’s in the end what separates you from where you stand 
in the league.” 

When the Flames take the ice on Sunday, Sutter will have coached more 
Game 7s (11) than any other coach in NHL history. He has won seven of 
them, also a league record.  

“I think they take on lives of their own,” he said on Saturday. “After 
games during a series, that’s when a series gets a life of its own too. So, 
you’re going to take Game 7 tomorrow and evaluate it as a life of its own 
too. I’ve been through a lot of them. I’ve been through them here, right? If 
you think about it, the last time this team went to the Stanley Cup Finals, 
we lost in Game 7, but to get to that Game 7, you had to win a Game 7. 
It’s exciting.” 

Lucic has played in several Game 7s, including when his 2011 Boston 
Bruins team defeated the Vancouver Canucks in the last game of the 
playoffs to win the Stanley Cup. 

“Your desire to win and will to win has to be there,” he said. “That’s 
usually what it comes down to in winning a big game or Game 7…You 
want to have emotion but there’s a balance. You want to have the 
emotion where you’re bottling it up and using it in the right way and not 
letting it get the best of you. 

“You remember when you’re a kid and you’re about to run a big race and 
you feel like you get punched in the stomach right before you start? It’s 
that kind of feeling. You want to bottle that up and put it into a positive 
thing. This is a time when big players make big plays and get it done.” 

So far during the postseason, a handful of Calgary’s biggest players have 
come through in the biggest moments. Johnny Gaudreau and Elias 
Lindholm have played well, while Jacob Markstrom has been exceptional 
in net. It’s not just about the big names, however - and Game 7s are an 
opportunity for other players to shine.  

“Sometimes it’s guys that come out of nowhere that make a big play at a 
big time in the game,” Lucic said. 

Calgary has not won a series since 2015 and won just four rounds since 
their 1989 Stanley Cup. The Flames have just wrapped up one of their 
best seasons in recent franchise history and are aiming to reward a fan 
base that has gotten all too accustomed to first round exits. 

“This is where you truly need everyone,” Lucic said. “This is where you 
truly need your best players to be your best players. It’s something you 
need to look forward to and not shy away from.” 

Veteran Mikael Backlund said that the team is in high spirits and excited 
for the opportunity at hand.  

“I think every kid that wants to be in the NHL dreams about scoring big 
goals in big moments and being the hero,” he said. 

On Sunday, another Game 7 story in the National Hockey League will be 
written at the Saddledome. The only question is who plays the role Pavel 
Bure did as the hero 28 years ago.  

“If there’s guys in this series that haven’t been as productive as they’d 
like, it’s an opportunity to be a hero,” Sutter said. 
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USA TODAY / NHL playoffs Game 7 picks for Sunday: Two more first-
round series feature pivotal final game 
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Jimmy Hascup 

USA TODAY 

 

The New York Rangers have rallied from a 3-1 series deficit to force a 
Game 7, but they did that after Sidney Crosby went out with an injury in 
Game 5. 

Crosby took part in a limited practice on Saturday, along with injured 
players Tristan Jarry and Rickard Rakell. Jarry hasn't played since April 
14 and Rakell was injured in Game 1. 

Could those players be available for the game at Madison Square 
Garden? 

"We’ll take each day as it comes," Penguins coach Mike Sullivan said 
Saturday. "I'm not going to speculate at this point. They’re obviously on 
the ice. That’s encouraging. They’re making progress." 

The Dallas Stars visit the Calgary Flames in the other Game 7, with the 
winner advancing to face the Edmonton Oilers. Defenseman Nikita 
Zadorov will be available for Calgary after NHL Player Safety cleared him 
for his hit on Dallas' Luke Glendening. 

Pittsburgh Penguins at New York Rangers 

7 p.m. ET Sunday, TBS 

Hascup: Rangers 4, Penguins 2. Sometimes results don’t make sense, 
but that’s sports, right? The Rangers have been a mess defensively. 
Sidney Crosby appears to be rejoining the Penguins’ lineup — and 
potentially Rickard Rakell and Tristan Jarry, too. But the Rangers have 
shown resiliency in erasing a 3-1 series deficit and the home crowd will 
be behind Igor Shesterkin.  

Brehm: Rangers 4, Penguins 2. The Rangers are gelling and the 
Penguins are struggling on special teams. Getting Sidney Crosby and 
Tristan Jarry back, if that happens, will help the special teams, but Jarry 
hasn't played in a month. 

Evans: Rangers 3, Penguins 2. If Sidney Crosby plays, the Penguins will 
win. But if he doesn't, the Blueshirts will ride a rocking home crowd to 
victory. 

Dallas Stars at Calgary Flames 

9:30 p.m. ET, ESPN2 

Hascup: Flames 3, Stars 1. Credit goes to the Stars and (mostly) Jake 
Oettinger for pushing this series to seven games. But Matthew Tkachuk 
had 42 goals this season and has none in this series, so it’s time for him 
to be a difference maker.  

Brehm: Stars 3, Flames 1. I originally picked the Flames to win in five, 
but I like how the Stars have pushed it to seven, especially the play of 
goalie Jake Oettinger. Dallas has held Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew 
Tkachuk and Andrew Mangiapane (117 combined regular-season goals) 
to two goals in this series. 

Evans: Flames 3, Stars 0. Credit the Stars for grinding this series to 
seven games, but the Flames – one of the best teams in the league this 
season – should win at home. 
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