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There has been some jersey-swapping since Hurricanes, Rangers last met in postseason 

By Chip Alexander 

If and when the New York Rangers hold their next alumni 
game, invites will have to be sent to more than a fourth of the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ current roster. 

Tony DeAngelo, Brady Skjei, Jesper Fast, Brendan Smith, 
Derek Stepan, Antti Raanta … all were with the Rangers 
during their NHL careers, some longer than others. 

Interestingly, the last time the Canes and Rangers faced off 
in the postseason, in 2020, only Skjei was with the Canes. 
And he promptly knocked Fast, the Rangers’ most popular 
player, out of the series with a crunching hit along the boards 
in the first minute of play. 

It will be different this time. The teams are better and the 
stakes higher. The winner of their second-round Stanley Cup 
playoff series will advance to the Eastern Conference finals. 
That’s enough incentive. 

“Emotion is usually not an issue at this time of year,” Canes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said Monday. 

What’s past is past. It’s all about getting this Hurricanes team 
past a Rangers team that happens to be standing in the way. 

The Boston Bruins were standing in the way in the opening 
round – the Canes’ old playoff nemesis. The Bruins are no 
longer an issue for Carolina after the Game 7 win on 
Saturday. 

Now, it’s the Rangers that are the new challenge. Game 1 is 
Wednesday at PNC Arena. 

“Everybody presents challenges, almost similarly,” 
Brind’Amour said after a Monday practice. “The high-end 
talent that was there with Boston is obviously there with New 
York.” 

As for the Canes, Brind’Amour said: “Just play our game, 
play to the best of our abilities – that’s the goal.” 

The Canes and Rangers took different paths to the second 
round, although both needed seven games to get there. 

The Canes won the first two games against the Bruins at 
PNC Arena and never trailed in their series, winning four 
times at home. With Max Domi as an unexpected hero in 
Game 7 with two goals and an assist, Carolina took a 3-2 
win. 

“We knew we were going to have our hands full with this 
team,” Bruins forward Brad Marchand said Saturday. 
“They’ve been great all year long. Very well-coached, very 
well disciplined in their system. They have a lot of depth. 

“They play better at home. They get the matchups they want. 
That’s playoff hockey. That’s what you play for all year, that 
home ice advantage. When you’re good at home it matters.” 

The Rangers, in contrast, fell behind 3-1 in their series 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins, then won three straight 
including a win in Pittsburgh in Game 6. They tied the score 
late in regulation in Game 7, then won in overtime on Artemi 
Panarin’s goal. 

“It’s a resilient team that found a lot of ways to come back,” 
DeAngelo said of the Rangers. 

DeAngelo was with the Rangers in 2020, when the pandemic 
brought the NHL regular season to a screeching halt in 
March — not long after the Rangers had dealt Skjei to 
Carolina at the trade deadline. The league and players later 
agreed to the “Return to Play” format for postseason play, 
and an expanded field that allowed the Rangers in. 

Not for long. In a best-of-five preliminary round in the Toronto 
bubble, the Canes won three in a row against New York and 
that was that. 

This season, the Canes held off the Rangers to win the 
Metropolitan Division title, twice beating New York at 
Madison Square Garden in the final nine games of the 
regular season. The Canes finished with 116 points, a 
franchise record, and the Rangers 110. 

Brind’Amour is one of those who believes the first round of 
the playoffs often is the toughest to win. The adrenaline rush 
of the playoffs fuels a new intensity level that is translated 
into some very physical play on the ice – think the Canes’ 
Andrei Svechnikov leveling the Bruins’ Hampus Lindholm. 

“Everyone’s playing lights out,” Brind’Amour said Monday. 
“Everybody’s into it and then as it goes along it’s just 
different things that are hard. It’s hard to stay emotionally 
engaged for two months. It’s hard for the fans to stay 
emotionally engaged. 

“Everything about it gets harder and harder. The team that 
can stay with it obviously is the team that generally comes 
out on top.” 

Of note ... 

Goalie Frederik Andersen has not played since April 16 
because of a lower-body injury and Brind’Amour was asked 
Monday if he expected him back during the playoffs. “I would 
hope so, especially if we can move on. But until he gets out 
there with us ...” Andersen was the only player missing 
during Monday’s practice at Invisalign Arena. 
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A tale of two Domis: A Game 7 hero and a famous father jumping on Hurricanes 
bandwagon 

By Luck DeCock 

Let us not visit the sins of the father upon the son. Tie Domi 
was as hated here as he was anywhere else, although it’s a 
two-way street, given that the Carolina Hurricanes put an 
end to what may have been his best shot at a Stanley Cup. 

So what a strange world we are living in that nobody, 
nowhere could have been happier than Domi to see the 
Hurricanes win and advance Saturday, and that would have 
been true even if Max Domi hadn’t been the surprise star. 

Playoff hockey makes for strange alliances, and none may 
be stranger than the newest Huge Caniac, celebrating in the 
seats at PNC Arena wearing a Hurricanes hat, in the same 
building where he once took 10 penalty minutes in an 
Eastern Conference finals game: a 1-0 Toronto Maple Leafs 
win, nine days short of 20 years ago. 

The Leafs won that battle. The Hurricanes won the series. 
Tie Domi never made it that deep into the postseason again. 
It’s not so much that time healed those wounds; fatherhood 
left him no choice. 

“He doesn’t care. He doesn’t care at all,” Max Domi said 
Monday. “Wherever I play, he’s the biggest fan in the world. 
Pretty simple. Nothing else really matters. He could care less 
about what’s happened in the past. What’s past is in the 
past.” 

The immutable truth here is people will do just about 
anything for their kids, and hockey parents are no different 
with their sons and daughters even when said parent is a 
current NHL coach or former NHL player. Rod Brind’Amour 
was out on the ice with his son Skyler again after practice 
Monday; it’s not out of the realm of possibility that he could 
find himself watching the Edmonton Oilers – who took Skyler 
in the sixth round in 2017 – or some other team that isn’t the 
Hurricanes with a deep rooting interest someday. 

That’s probably harder for a fully employed coach and easier 
for a fully retired player like Tie Domi, who did most of his 
damage with the Maple Leafs but has switched alliances 
throughout Max’s career – even to the truly hated Montreal 
Canadiens. By that standard, the Hurricanes are an easier 

swallow, 2002 aside. The feeling is slightly mutual, with 
Brind’Amour at least, who both welcomes the Hurricanes’ 
newest bandwagon fan and understands his perspective. 

“I only knew him on the ice,” Brind’Amour said. “He was a 
tough dude and I stayed away from him the best I could. I’ve 
met him a few times now. Nice guy. But I didn’t have a 
relationship with him. Everything kind of comes around at 
some point. It’s amazing.” 

Max Domi said his father would prefer to avoid the spotlight – 
there’s no chance he would sound the PNC warning siren, 
which was one question posed, although that’s Max’s 
preference anyway – so his presence, choice of headwear 
and suddenly Hurricanes-saturated Twitter feed will have to 
suffice as evidence of his new fandom. 

As for the son, Domi’s star turn in the Game 7 win over the 
Boston Bruins — two goals and an assist in the 3-2 win — 
wasn’t a total surprise. He’d earned a promotion to the 
Vincent Trocheck line with his play in Game 5, moving ahead 
of the disappointingly ineffective Martin Necas for Game 6 
and staying there Saturday. By the time it was over, he’d tied 
the family record for goals in a postseason (two). 

Domi can also now claim a spot among the very short list of 
low-cost trade-deadline acquisitions that truly proved their 
worth. The Hurricanes added him to add scoring depth and 
that’s exactly what he provided at the most critical moment of 
the season. He has bounced all over the lineup since his 
arrival, and probably will again as the Hurricanes move on to 
face the New York Rangers in the second round starting 
Wednesday. 

“I think it’s behind us now,” Domi said. “It’s just all about 
opportunity, right? Whatever role I’m in, I’m here for the short 
term, and you have to understand you’re coming to a team 
that’s had some success. Even though you might usually be 
in a certain spot, you’re not going to get that same 
opportunity here. And that’s totally fine.” 

For the moment, he’s just a son advancing through the 
playoffs, with a famous – and very happy – father. 
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NHL playoff predictions 2022: Second-round winners, Stanley Cup champion, MVP and 
more 

The second round of the NHL Stanley Cup playoffs is here, 
with the Tampa Bay Lightning–Florida Panthers and St. 
Louis Blues–Colorado Avalanche series opening Tuesday, 
and the New York Rangers–Carolina Hurricanes and 
Edmonton Oilers–Calgary Flames series opening 
Wednesday. What do we expect to happen when the games 
begin? What have we learned so far? Who will be left 
standing when we hit the conference finals? 

The Athletic surveyed its NHL staff to get their predictions. 
We asked who will win each second-round series, plus got 
updated favorites to win the Eastern and Western 
Conferences, the Stanley Cup and the Conn Smythe. 

Some of the results were expected. The Colorado Avalanche 
have only picked up steam as a favorite to win it all after their 
first-round sweep of the Nashville Predators, and star 
Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar has become the even-
heavier favorite to win the Conn Smythe. Other results were 
a bit more surprising, from a new top pick to win the Eastern 
Conference to a huge name missing from the Conn Smythe 
voting. 

Here are the full results of our survey. 

Second-round series predictions 

Metropolitan Division: Rangers vs. Hurricanes 

Can the Rangers win this one without Igor Shesterkin playing 
at a higher level than we saw in the first round? It’s not only 
Shesterkin’s play that needs to improve. The Penguins 
dominated possession, zone time and scoring chances in the 
opening round, getting to the front of the Rangers net with 
ease. Of the teams that love to funnel pucks and bodies to 
the net, no one does it better than the Hurricanes. That 
means not only does Shesterkin need to be on top of his 
game but so do the Rangers skaters in the defensive zone. 
— Arthur Staple, Rangers beat writer 

Atlantic Division: Lightning vs. Panthers 

The Lightning beat the Panthers in six games in the 
postseason last year and have won two straight Cups. So 
why do we think they’re not going to win this series? The 
Lightning aren’t favored for two main reasons. 1) The 
Panthers are deeper and more experienced than last year’s 
version. They looked like a juggernaut all year. And 2) 
There’s question about the status of Lightning star Brayden 
Point, their No. 1 center and engine. The Cup champs don’t 
care who is favored, though. They’ve got the pedigree and 
recipe to win, as they showed against the favored Leafs in 
Round 1. — Joe Smith, Lightning beat writer 

Central Division: Blues vs. Avalanche 

The Avs are the overwhelming favorite here. How can the 
Blues slow them down? Honestly, it’s going to be tough. 
There’s a reason the Avs are the prohibitive favorites and it’s 

more than their star power, speed and skill. Much like the 
Blues before they won the Stanley Cup in 2019, the Avs 
have been knocking on the door for a few years. They’ve 
dealt with heartache, and that above anything else is going 
to drive them this postseason. In order to combat that, the 
Blues have to use their Cup experience to their advantage, 
and quite frankly, they’ll have to use their underdog status as 
motivation, too. The Blues have the ability to beat the Avs, 
but if the Avs play like a team that’s learned a few lessons 
along the way, this will be the challenge many expect for 
Craig Berube’s club. — Jeremy Rutherford, Blues beat writer 

Pacific Division: Oilers vs. Flames 

Connor McDavid seems like he’s picking up steam. Can the 
Flames stop him? The Kings certainly couldn’t in Games 6 
and 7, with two chances to upset Edmonton in Round 1. 
McDavid recorded five points on six Oilers goals over those 
two games, culminating with a playoff-leading 14 points in 
seven games. Can the Flames stop him? Some of that will 
depend on if Chris Tanev is available. He’s Calgary’s most 
dependable defenceman and he missed Game 7. Having 
Jacob Markstrom as the last line of defence will help too. The 
Flames showed the ability to dominate puck possession 
against Dallas at five-on-five, and the best way to keep 
McDavid off the scoresheet is to keep him in the defensive 
zone. They’ll also need to minimize penalties because we 
know McDavid scoring on the power play is inevitable. Can 
Calgary do all that? That remains to be seen. The only thing 
we really know about The Battle of Alberta Playoff Edition is 
there’s going to be some (fun) chaos. — Hailey Salvian, 
Flames beat writer 

Beyond the second round 

Eastern Conference champion 

The Hurricanes jumped from 16.7 percent to win the East to 
38.6 percent. What did they show in the first round to 
convince so many people they’re for real? Yes, it took the 
Hurricanes seven games in the first round to beat a Bruins 
team they had crushed in the regular season. And, yes, the 
Game 6 loss was uninspiring. But finally defeating the team 
that took them out in the 2019 Eastern Conference final is a 
huge mental weight lifted, and Brad Marchand said himself 
he thinks the Canes are coming out of the East this year. 
Carolina showed in Round 1 that it has the depth, blue line 
production and discipline in its system to make a long run. — 
Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer 

Western Conference champion 

Any concern of rust with the Avalanche after a lengthy break 
following their first-round sweep? Captain Gabriel Landeskog 
didn’t seem too concerned with the idea of rust. “Everybody 
wants to make that into a thing,” he said. “Rest is an 
advantage at this point of the year.” Landeskog mentioned 
that the Blues also had an extended layoff between series, 
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and both he and Nathan MacKinnon stressed that the 
Avalanche have been practicing well and are ready to go. 
But game reps are different from practice, so there could be 
a feeling-out period for both teams early in this next series 
against the Blues. — Peter Baugh, Avalanche beat writer 

Stanley Cup champion 

Why won’t the Avalanche win the Cup? I dunno — why didn’t 
they win it last year? Colorado was a favorite back then too, 
and they came out fast against Vegas before dropping four 
straight. Most of us thought the Blues would lose to the Wild 
in the first round; look how that turned out. They’re used to 
winning games despite losing the possession battle. 
Potentially down the line, Calgary is an outstanding five-on-
five team with an elite goalie. There are four really good 
teams alive in the East. Hockey is inherently chaotic, a lot 
can happen in a seven-game series and we should know 
better than to crown the Avs in the second round. Doesn’t 
mean they aren’t the smart pick, though. — Sean Gentille, 
national NHL writer 

Conn Smythe winner 

Cale Makar is a huge favorite here. Is that what the numbers 
say too? In a word, yes. Makar went from having an 
outstanding regular season and being known as the best 
two-way defenseman in the league to legitimately putting 
himself in the conversation as one of the best overall players 
in the league in Round 1. Granted, it was against a weaker 
opponent, but he was absolutely phenomenal. With Makar 

on the ice at five-on-five, the Avalanche controlled 66 
percent of the expected goals share and outscored Nashville 
6-2. Then there was his special-teams impact. Altogether, he 
tallied 10 points in four games, and he leads the league with 
an average Game Score of 3.56 so far in the postseason. 
The expectation, based on his stellar body of work at the 
NHL level, is that he’s just going to build on that. If the 
Avalanche keep advancing, his game-changing play is going 
to be an essential part of it. 

A few notable omissions here: Connor McDavid leads the 
playoffs in scoring (14 points), and if the Oilers do anything, it 
will be on his back. He’s also second to Makar in Game 
Score (3.00). And Carter Verhaeghe has been the Panthers’ 
MVP with 12 points and three game-winners already, so it’s 
interesting to see Claude Giroux (seven points) make the 
board when he doesn’t. — Shayna Goldman, NHL analytics 
writer 

How have we done so far? 

First-round series predictions 

The only series the majority of The Athletic staff didn’t call 
correctly heading into the first round was Blues-Wild, which 
was predicted as the closest series, with two-thirds of votes 
predicting it to go seven games. Here’s how all of our 
predictions held up, with the actual result of the series, the 
percent of voters who picked the right team and the percent 
who picked the right team and number of games:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breaking down Rangers vs. Hurricanes: Storylines, key players, injuries and more 
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By Sara Civian and Arthur Staple 

It took two Game 7s, but here we are, folks: The Hurricanes 
and the Rangers are set to begin their second-round 
matchup at PNC Arena Wednesday. 

Both young Metropolitan Division teams defeated perennial 
playoff juggernauts Pittsburgh and Boston to make it to the 
next round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. This is going to 
be a fast-paced matchup that’ll come down to a heavy 
Hurricanes forecheck against a Hart Trophy finalist 
goaltender in Igor Shesterkin. 

Rangers reporter Arthur Staple and Hurricanes reporter Sara 
Civian sound off on all the details: 

Who is one player to watch on each team, beyond the 
obvious stats? 

Staple: The Rangers’ first-round series turned when Ryan 
Lindgren returned from a lower-body injury that had him 
hobbling around the PPG Paints Arena press box for Games 
3 and 4 — which, maybe not so coincidentally, were the two 
worst defensive games the Rangers have played since about 
October. 

The 24-year-old Lindgren has mostly been known as Adam 
Fox’s D partner but he provided more than just a spark when 
he returned to the lineup in Game 5; he had some jump to 
his game. His presence also allowed Gerard Gallant to shift 
Justin Braun down to the third pair alongside Braden 
Schneider and shift Patrik Nemeth to street clothes, both of 
which were necessary adjustments. 

Lindgren’s warrior mentality is not universally shared by his 
Ranger teammates, so they need as many of his ilk as 
possible. 

Civian: Sorry, but as a die-hard Penn State hockey fan, 
Lindgren is actually most known to me not as Fox’s partner, 
but as the poor soul at the other end of this sequence. I 
would love for him to make a new impression on my brain, 
because I’ve been impressed with his trajectory and I love a 
college hockey kid even if he played for Minnesota. 

I think Rangers fans will understand when I say that even 
though Tony DeAngelo is leading the Hurricanes in the 
postseason with eight points, we need to look beyond his 
stats to evaluate his play and impact on the team. He has 
been, as crazy as it sounds, a source of calm for the Canes 
throughout the playoffs. He held Vincent Trocheck back to 
prevent a fight in Game 7, and I watched that video a few 
times to make sure I was seeing it right. 

“Well,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “We’ve had lots of 
conversations.” 

What’s the health situation for each team? 

Staple: Gallant said on Monday that Barclay Goodrow, out 
with a suspected broken foot or ankle from a Game 1 shot 
block against the Penguins, won’t return early in the series 
but hasn’t been ruled out. He also hasn’t started skating 
again, so that’s probably a bad sign. But the Rangers not 
only got Lindgren back in the previous round, they also got 
Tyler Motte back from an upper-body injury that cost him a 
month. Motte was an under-the-radar deadline pickup whose 
penalty killing and tenacity were huge assets in Games 6 

and 7 against Pittsburgh; against the even-faster Canes, 
Motte’s abilities will be even more important. 

Civian: I was told, kindly, to stop asking about goaltender 
Freddie Andersen’s status until he joins the team for a 
practice, because the update will be the same until then. As 
of Monday, Andersen has not joined the group for a full-team 
practice, but he has been skating on his own. My sense is 
the Hurricanes are hopeful Andersen will be available at 
some point toward the middle of the series. 

Maybe I’m just sentimental, but to me, the question has 
actually become: When Andersen is available, is this still a 
no-brainer? Antti Raanta was great in the first round, with a 
.927 save percentage, 3-2 record and his ever-lovely 
attitude. 

Other than the Andersen situation and the typical playoff 
wear-and-tear, everyone else seems to be fine. 

What’s one thing the team did well in Round 1 and one thing 
to improve on? 

Staple: The Rangers’ resilience has been unmatched in 
these playoffs. No previous team in NHL history had 
overcome deficits in each of the final three games to erase a 
3-1 series deficit. The team motto has been “No quit in New 
York,” and now it’s more than just a hashtag. 

Improvements, however, could come from just about every 
other aspect of their game. The biggest for this series will be 
keeping traffic away from Shesterkin. The Penguins, whose 
depth forwards are not nearly as skilled as Carolina’s, got 
bodies and pucks funneling to the net at will in the opening 
round, crossing up Shesterkin and a defensive-zone 
structure that at times seemed nonexistent. 

According to Natural Stat Trick (which gets its data from NHL 
play-by-play, so take it with a teaspoon or so of salt), the 
Penguins had a 116-56 high-danger chance edge at five-on-
five in the first round. The Hurricanes had the third-highest 
high-danger chance share (55.53 percent) in the league this 
regular season. That’s a recipe for ugliness if the Rangers 
don’t figure out their D-zone. 

Civian: Depth scoring and blue line production helped the 
Hurricanes past the Bruins as Patrice Bergeron tried his 
darnedest and pretty much succeeded in neutralizing the 
Hurricanes’ top talent and the Sebastian Aho line. Well, 20-
year-old Seth Jarvis, who lives on Aho’s wing, is tied for the 
Canes lead in goals with three, but you get it. 

Two defensemen — DeAngelo (ever heard of him?) and 
Jaccob Slavin — currently lead the Canes in playoff scoring 
with eight points apiece. It’s good to know that the Canes 
can rely on depth when needed, but the blue line and happy-
go-lucky Jarvis deserve a little more help from the Canes’ top 
scorers. 

The Canes could improve on consistency from their top 
players. We know how competitive Aho is, and he looked 
better in Game 7 than he did in Game 6. But he has to show 
up on the scoresheet if the Canes want to beat the Rangers. 

Who’s one player who could break out in Round 2? 

Staple: Alexis Lafreniere had a very good first round of his 
playoff career, throwing his body around and scoring a 
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couple of goals as part of the Rangers’ Kid Line with Filip 
Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. Lafreniere’s willingness to engage 
and his nose for the net could get him and his line some 
more ice time, especially if they can get a few preferential 
matchups against Carolina’s fourth line. 

The Kid Line will have to earn its minutes and in these first 
two games, the Hurricanes will definitely want to get either 
Aho’s line or Trocheck’s line against the kids to see if the 
home team can take advantage. That will be a tall task for 
Lafreniere and his mates, but if they pass the test, they could 
take off in a series that features lots more youth on the other 
side than last round. 

Civian: It does feel like two young cores in the Rangers and 
Canes defeated the old guard cores in Pittsburgh and Bruins 
to advance to the second round. And maybe that’s why the 
completion of the first round has felt like such a weight off of 
everyone’s shoulders? But there’s work yet to be done, and 
for the Canes, there’s still a “kid’ who could step up: Martin 
Necas. 

Necas has had a rough year after his breakout NHL year, 
and everyone including himself expected more from him in a 
contract year. But part of that has been the emergence of 
Jarvis — Brind’Amour has slid Necas down in the lineup to 
make room for even more talent. I’m sure this is difficult to 
accept for Necas, who is on a shorter leash than I feel he 
deserves, and I feel that shorter leash has negatively 
impacted his play when maybe he should have been 
encouraged more after that four-game goal streak in the 
regular season. But he showed some fire in Games 6 and 7 
that has looked like a potential start of something more to 
me. 

The Hurricanes are favorites in this series, and their 
relentless forecheck will test Shesterkin. But the Rangers 
stars stepped up in Games 6 and 7. Do they take that 
momentum into Round 2 and give the Canes more of a fight 
than the oddsmakers are expecting? 

Staple: They certainly can, if the Rangers can hold up under 
Carolina’s fast pace and pressure while also getting to 
Raanta. The burden will fall heavily on the Rangers’ top-four 
defensemen who had some ups and downs in the opening 
round, as did the top-six forward group. 

The Rangers have to defend well but they can’t expend all 
their mental and physical energy on defending, if that makes 
sense. Mika Zibanejad seemed to figure that out by the end 
of the first round and all he did was post seven points in the 
final two games. Artemi Panarin needs to be tougher on the 
puck and away from it. Jacob Trouba cannot afford letdown 
games like the couple he had against the Penguins. 

Shesterkin is the biggest key, of course, but even at 90 
percent of his Hart Trophy-finalist self in Game 7, the 
Rangers looked beaten at times. This team with very top-
heavy skill needs all the big boys for this one. 

Civian: I think Hurricanes fans should approach this matchup 
with respect and caution. While I do think the Canes will pull 
out the win, it’s a completely different beast to slay after 
Round 1. The Rangers are going to come out faster, and the 
“kid” line is going to be happy-go-lucky like Jarvis. The 
Canes defeated the veterans that have had their number for 
the past few years, and now they need to prove they can 
deal with a different kind of opponent. 
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2022 NHL playoff preview: Hurricanes vs. Rangers 

By Dom Luszczyszyn and Shayna Goldman 

The Metropolitan division is a gauntlet. It took seven games 
apiece on either side to figure out who would play who, but 
we have our answer: Carolina and New York. Fitting that it’s 
the two top seeds, but the margins were razor thin along the 
way. Both series were expected to be close and they played 
out exactly to script. 

For a while it didn’t look like Carolina would need seven 
games to dispatch Boston, but it was a true homer series 
and the Hurricanes were blessed to have home ice. As for 
the Rangers, it looked extremely unlikely they would be here 
at all after going down 3-1 in their series against the 
Penguins. But some injuries on the other side created a path 
that they were able to capitalize on. 

Now comes the matchup to determine who represents the 
division in the conference finals. This one doesn’t look as 
close as the other two. 

Odds 

Carolina holds the edge in this one as expected for the 
higher seed. The Hurricanes enter the series with a 64 
percent chance of winning which is either too high if all you 
care about is the standings or too low if you watched any of 
the Rangers games from the first round. The Rangers were 
absolutely dominated, barely squeezing past a team that 
started a third-string goalie for five of seven games — but 
they still won as they have all season. 

The Rangers are an enigma in that regard and it feels likely 
that a series against Carolina will play out in a similar way: a 
maddeningly lopsided scoring chance counter that’s undone 
entirely by goaltending. That’s their edge and it works for 
them, but it’s far from a reliable one as the Rangers were 
mere inches away from losing the first round in five games. 
The way Carolina wins games is much more dependable. 

Given Carolina’s recent history, there is some concern that a 
series against the best goalie in the league is a recipe for 
disaster for a team that sometimes struggles to actually 
capitalize on their chances. If there’s any goalie that can 
steal a series it’s the one wearing blue between these two 
teams, and if there’s any team that’ll let them it’s the one 
wearing red. Carolina is favored for a reason and wins this 
series two-thirds of the time, but there’s a reason it’s not 
more lopsided. This won’t be a cakewalk. 

Season Stats 

The Hurricanes’ play in front of the blue paint is a major 
reason why they’re favored in this series — and they’re no 
pushover in the crease, either. 

Carolina was a top-five team in generating offense in the 
regular season, and they converted on their chances at a 
high rate. But the Corsi Canes’ play took a hit below the 
surface against Boston, but their results exceeded 
expectations and their regular season results. 

Offense was a weakness of the Rangers’ throughout the 
season, but their finishing ability hid some of their gaps. 
Against Pittsburgh, they increased their shot rate but still 

struggled in the quality areas. New York’s goals rate ticked 
up in their seven-game series, but it’s still shy of Carolina’s. 

Now match those offenses up with each team’s defense. 

The Rangers improved play in their own zone after the 
deadline, but all of that fell apart in the postseason. They 
allowed a high rate of shots and quality chances, and when 
Igor Shesterkin wasn’t at his usual elite level, it hurt them on 
the scoresheet. If their defense stays wide open in Round 2 
and continues to bleed quality chances against, they’re going 
to need their goaltending to be perfect to even stand a 
chance. 

On the flip side, the Rangers will have to find a way to break 
through Carolina’s defense. This was the best team at 
limiting shots against in the regular season. Boston found a 
way to push against that in Round 1, but they’re a much 
stronger offensive team than their next opponent. But even 
when quality chances slipped through, goaltending was there 
to be the difference-maker. 

While Carolina has the five-on-five advantage, special teams 
are closer. The Hurricanes take a lot of penalties and have 
had an elite penalty kill to back them up — the Bruins did find 
a way to push them on the power play, though. The Rangers, 
on the other side, have a dangerous power play that boosted 
their creation in Round 1. 

Then there’s Carolina’s power play that had some 
shortcomings in the regular season against New York’s 
penalty kill that ranked in the top 10. The Hurricanes’ scoring 
took a step back in Round 1, as did the Rangers’ penalty kill. 

Roster Breakdown 

After a Vezina and Hart caliber regular season, the Rangers 
came into the playoffs with the best goaltender in Igor 
Shesterkin. The only question was how he’d perform in his 
first NHL postseason — and he quickly answered with an 
outstanding performance in Game 1. He faced 8.8 expected 
goals against, the most a goalie has faced in the playoffs in 
the data era ever, and finished with the second-best 
performance with a GSAx of 4.5. He followed that up with 
another stellar performance in Game 2. His next two outings 
were a bit more shaky, but above all else he had no support 
in front of him. The Rangers absolutely left their goaltender 
hung out to dry, and he didn’t respond up to his usual 
standards. 

When it mattered the most, in Game 7, Shesterkin was sharp 
and ultimately, he ended Round 1 with a .911 save 
percentage and stopped 4.6 goals above expected. If he’s at 
his best this next series, the Rangers could have a chance 
— this caliber goalie can steal a series and this team knows 
that firsthand from the Henrik Lundqvist era. But against this 
Hurricanes team, he likely will have even less support than 
before, putting even more emphasis on his play. 

The Rangers had a massive goaltending edge against 
Pittsburgh, facing Louis Domingue for most of their series, 
and still barely squeaked by. Things are going to be different 
in this series, especially with Frederik Andersen potentially 
returning at some point. It sounds like he might be available 
if it’s a long series and that would be a big boost for the 
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Hurricanes. He was one of their most important players this 
season and he represents a 2.4-win upgrade from Antti 
Raanta. Four wins still isn’t close to Shesterkin, but it’s closer 
at the very least. 

That’s not to discredit the performance Raanta put up himself 
in the opening round. He was really strong in six games for 
the Hurricanes posting a .927 save percentage and saving 
three goals above expected, the sixth-best mark in the 
playoffs so far. The question is whether he can keep it up for 
another round and that lack of certainty is the difference 
between his projected value and Andersen’s. There’s a lot 
more comfort knowing Andersen is in between the pipes, but 
Raanta is far from a bad backup plan. 

It’s also helpful that Carolina doesn’t need to rely on its 
goalies so much to succeed — the Hurricanes are backed by 
a tremendous defence corps with a strong commitment to 
team defence. It was a bit difficult to assert that against a 
very strong Bruins team, but should be much easier against 
a Rangers team that struggles to control the run of play. 

Carolina is very deep at defence and that starts with its elite 
top pair of Jaccob Slavin and Tony DeAngelo — both of 
whom led the team with eight points in the opening round. 

That’s to be expected of DeAngelo, who was brought in to 
facilitate offence from the back end and he’s thrived in that 
role as a Hurricane. He’s a strong puck-mover and a great 
power-play quarterback, but was also able to handle himself 
well on the top pair next to Slavin. It’s not the hardest job 
with a partner of that caliber, but not any player can do it 
either. For the series DeAngelo’s 54 percent expected goals 
rate led all Carolina defenders. 

That probably has more to do with Slavin, though, who has 
proven himself to be Carolina’s driver from the back end. 
He’s an elite presence and was a major key to stifling 
Boston’s attack. He was the only other Hurricane defender 
above 50 percent in expected goals and the Hurricanes 
outscored Boston 10-3 at five-on-five when he was on the 
ice. Pretty impressive. Expect great numbers against the 
Rangers as well, as this pair will be very tough for them to 
crack. 

The other two pairs are a bit more vulnerable, but that likely 
comes down to opponent rather than ability. It may be a 
problem in later rounds, but probably not in this one in terms 
of a puck possession standpoint. 

Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei proved to be a reasonably 
strong second pairing with shutdown abilities this season. 
That wasn’t a surprise for Pesce, but it was nice to see 
Skjei’s numbers finally align with the opinion many have of 
him. During the year they had a strong 54 percent expected 
goals percentage but that dropped to 43 percent for Pesce 
and 38 percent for Skjei against Boston. Those are not good 
numbers and speak to a vulnerable pair that may get 
exposed against stronger teams. The Rangers will pose an 
interesting test towards that — if this pair can’t get it together 
against the weakest five-on-five team in the playoffs they 
may be in serious trouble later on. 

Carolina’s third pair was also out-chanced, which isn’t ideal 
and it’s possible we see more of Ethan Bear in this series as 

a result. That Carolina has a player of that caliber waiting in 
the wings is a nice luxury. 

The Rangers’ defense, on the other hand, isn’t their greatest 
asset. 

Their No. 1 is projected to be the most valuable defenseman 
in this series, with Adam Fox coming in at 3.4 wins. The 
reigning Norris Trophy winner is one of the best players in 
New York thanks to his elite puck-moving abilities and vision. 
He may not be the speediest skater or the most physical, but 
he thrives thanks to his smarts and calm under pressure. 

What worked against him in the first round was being a part 
of a particularly imbalanced pair when Ryan Lindgren was 
out of the lineup. That led to time alongside Justin Braun, 
which tested the entire blue line. The Braun-Fox pairing was 
below break-even in shots and absolutely disastrous when it 
came to managing quality chances, with a sub-27 percent 
expected goals rate at five-on-five. 

With his trusty partner back in the fold, possibly held together 
by duct tape as Lindgren deals with who knows how many 
injuries, the Rangers are going to need Fox to be the Adam 
Fox of the last two years — the player who quickly became a 
cornerstone of the franchise with his excellent play. This is 
the duo that’s likely going to be tasked with going against top 
competition, just as they have been over the last two 
seasons. 

In Round 1, with the Lindgren injury factoring in, it was Jacob 
Trouba and K’Andre Miller facing off against the dynamic 
Sidney Crosby line more consistently. The task just became 
too steep for this duo — overall they earned just a 34.5 
percent expected goals rate at five-on-five through seven 
games. That doesn’t necessarily mean they’re doomed in 
Round 2. But it’s still a red flag that all six Rangers 
blueliners, including Miller in Trouba, find themselves with a 
sub-41 percent expected goals rate after the series with 
Pittsburgh. 

A healthy Lindgren restores some order. That may help 
Miller and Trouba bounce back with their workloads slightly 
eased. Miller was one of the best Rangers in the second half 
of the season, finding a way to use his size and strength to 
his advantage, along with his skating stride and long reach. 
His game should help neutralize their opponent, but that’s 
asking a lot of the second-year skater and it’s going to have 
to be an effort by committee against this aggressive team. 

The third pair is the weakest of the bunch; Patrik Nemeth 
played his way out of the lineup with some lackluster 
defensive efforts and undisciplined play that is particularly 
problematic for someone who should be on the penalty kill. 
That’s why Braun’s playing in his place, which is a slight 
upgrade alongside rookie Braden Schenider. 

Up front, the Rangers have some star power headlining their 
offense. 

Chris Kreider was a goal scoring machine in his career year, 
and Mika Zibanejad, who tends to be more of a shooter, was 
a dual-threat. One of his best weapons, a right-handed shot 
from the left circle, wasn’t as effective against right-catching 
Louis Domingue to open the series, and there were some 
legitimate concerns below the surface as well. 
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As much as the Rangers claimed to not play the matchup 
game, they did exactly that matching this line — Kreider, 
Zibanejad, and Frank Vatrano — against Crosby’s line. In 
almost 60 minutes of matchup time between Guentzel and 
Zibanejad, the Rangers only mustered 26.7 percent of the 
expected goals share, and were outscored 5-3. It wasn’t until 
Game 6 that the Kreider and Zibanejad duo showed more 
spark — in fact, their impacts on the scoresheet came with 
tweaks to that line, whether it was Tyler Motte in Game 6 or 
Andrew Copp in 7. 

The Hurricanes are a completely different team from 
Pittsburgh, but that’s going to be something to watch: if the 
Rangers’ top two forwards gets buried in their own zone, will 
adjustments come sooner than the final minutes of a 
potential elimination game for defensive support? Or will 
Kreider and Zibanejad be the drivers when they’re on the ice, 
even if it’s against top competition like they’re accustomed 
to? 

What makes the Rangers dangerous is that they’re able to 
split their best players between two combinations to give 
them a good one-two punch in the top six. With Artemi 
Panarin technically on the second line, it’s Zibanejad and 
Kreider on their first line. 

Panarin projects to be the most valuable skater in this entire 
matchup at 3.7 wins, but his postseason performance hasn’t 
quite lived up to that. This isn’t a matter of a player not rising 
to the occasion in the playoffs — just look at how he 
performed in Columbus. Maybe there’s a lingering injury 
impeding his play, he did miss the last couple of regular 
season games, after all. 

But when it all came down to it, Panarin was the difference-
maker the Rangers needed with the series-clinching goal in 
overtime. That’s the thing about elite players — even when 
they’re not at their best, they can completely change the 
game in a matter of seconds. That’s something that’s been 
true for Panarin throughout the season, even when his play 
wasn’t at his usual elite levels below the surface, he still 
made an impact on the scoresheet. It was just before the 
trade deadline that everything truly turned around, with him 
playing some of his best hockey of the season. And that’s 
the level New York has to hope for this round. 

Alongside Panarin there’s Ryan Strome, his mainstay center 
through much of his tenure in New York, and Andrew Copp 
who’s been a key addition in all situations. That combination 
actually has the best underlying numbers of the Rangers’ 
primary combinations, but that’s not saying much. They 
outscored opponents with 59 percent of the goals at five-on-
five, but fell below break-even in shots and even lower in 
expected goals. But if Panarin hits his stride, it’s a different 
story. 

The Hurricanes have star power to match up front, but like 
the Boston matchup it’s a little lacking in comparison. 
Sebastian Aho and Andrei Svechnikov stack up well against 
Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider in terms of total value — 
but there isn’t really an answer for Panarin on the second 
line. 

Aho and Svechnikov were Carolina’s strongest forwards at 
driving play in the opening round with the duo earning 55 
percent of the expected goals or close to it. Still, we might 

need some more scoring from each as Aho had just five 
points for the series and Svechnikov had four. Both are 
capable of more and the opponent factor likely plays a role 
there. Every away game in Boston meant a matchup against 
Patrice Bergeron, a matchup Aho really struggled with. That 
won’t be a problem here against New York and the top line 
should be able to command the series more as a result. The 
big Seth Jarvis breakout that was on display in Round 1 
helps a lot in that regard. He had five points of his own and 
really adds to Carolina’s arsenal. 

The Hurricanes will likely need to rely on their depth to take 
over this series as that’s where they hold the biggest edge 
over the Rangers. That mostly comes from a balanced 
middle six – two lines with equal value and differing utility. 
New York can match up well with one of those lines thanks 
to Panarin, but not both as the team’s depth after the top six 
is seriously lacking. 

The second line is the scoring line, one that should help 
alleviate some of the offensive pressure that Aho faces on 
the top line. The third line is the checking line, one that 
should help alleviate some of the defensive responsibility 
that Aho faces on the top line. Perfectly balanced. 

Both lines had moments against Boston, but on the whole 
were out-chanced for the entire series. That can’t happen 
here against the Rangers because Carolina’s advantage will 
depend on putting more dangerous pucks on Shesterkin than 
the Rangers manage the other way. 

Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen were very 
productive with seven points each against the Bruins. But 
while his line outscored the competition 6-0, the underlying 
process was a little flawed with an ugly 35 percent expected 
goals rate. As for Jordan Staal’s line, they were a little better 
at 43 percent, but that’s not good enough for a shutdown 
line. Against New York, he and his wingers will need to do a 
better job of controlling the run of play. 

It’ll be interesting to see what role Max Domi plays in all of 
this and if he sees an elevated role. He had a pretty decent 
series that was capped off by an excellent showing in Game 
7. Domi had five points in the series and could slot into the 
top nine in a pinch — but is also a nice asset on the fourth 
line. Carolina has a lot of options in terms of finding the right 
mix and regardless of what the team decides, it’ll be very 
tough to handle for the Rangers. 

While Carolina has options up and down their lineup, the 
Rangers don’t have as many — at least, no ones the 
coaches are as willing to try. They’ve been stringent in a lot 
of their combinations with some questionable deployment 
along the way. 

The “Kid Line” of Alexis Lafrenière, Filip Chytil, and Kaapo 
Kakko added some pop in Round 1 when the team needed it 
by creating some sustained pressure in the offensive zone. 
But this combination isn’t exactly trusted like their top-six 
players, or even the fourth line at times. 

On the fourth line, Barclay Goodrow is sidelined with injury at 
least to start Round 2. While he doesn’t have as much 
offensive upside, he’s trusted to absorb tough minutes, is 
strong defensively, and adds more versatility in his ability to 
play center and wing. Tyler Motte’s return from injury helped 
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mitigate that loss after the team deployed 11 forwards and 
seven defenders. The speedy winger can transition the puck 
up the ice and disrupt opponents at even strength and on the 
penalty kill. But there’s limited upside on the fourth line 
beside him. That stunts the matchup game against a deeper 
lineup, because there are only so many players available on 
the fourth line who can really handle the puck. 

The Bottom Line 

The Rangers got this far thanks mostly to the Igor Shesterkin 
show. There were those hoping that wouldn’t be the case, 
encouraged that the rest of the team would give more 
support to the netminder after a strong post-deadline 
showing. But that didn’t play out in the opening round. It 
worked well enough to win against a hobbled Penguins 

team, but it’ll be difficult to win another round employing that 
same strategy. There needs to be more from the rest of the 
team. 

That’ll be very difficult against a deep and poised Hurricanes 
team that looks ready to take the next step. Carolina is a 
team built to win with very few holes and will likely control 
this series similarly to the way the Penguins handled the 
Rangers last series. That means more chances to score and 
a better chance to win every night. It’s no guarantee, not with 
Shesterkin on the other side, but the odds are in Carolina’s 
favor for a reason. The Rangers roster outside the crease 
still has a lot to prove. 
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NHL playoff predictions: A scout, coach and executive pick the second-round winners 

By Eric Duhatschek 

By any measure – objective or subjective – that was an 
intriguing, highly contested opening round of the 2022 NHL 
playoffs. There were ups and the downs, elation and 
heartbreak. 

Five of the eight series went the distance, all nailbiters. Fifty-
one total games were played, tied for second-most in history. 
In all, 14 elimination games were played. The last two, on 
Sunday, went to overtime. 

Goalie availability was the overriding storyline of the opening 
round. A total of 27 different netminders appeared in at least 
one game of the first round. Nineteen different goalies won 
once (last year, in the entire playoffs, there were 18 goalies 
that registered a victory). 

Let’s reconvene our panel of an anonymous coach, scout 
and executive to see what they have to say about the second 
round. 

Lightning vs. Panthers 

Unlike Toronto, Florida exorcised an important playoff demon 
– the win over the Capitals marked their first playoff win 
since 1996 which, coincidentally is the only time the 
Panthers have ever advanced to the Stanley Cup Final. An 
omen, perhaps? The Panthers and Lightning were in the 
NHL for 26 years without ever clashing in the playoffs and 
now they’re convening the Battle of Florida for the second 
year in a row. 

Tampa Bay won the series a year ago en route to a second 
consecutive Stanley Cup championship. 

The Panthers were a regular-season offensive force but 
relied mostly on the relatively unheralded Carter Verhaeghe 
to get them out of the first round. Verhaeghe had 12 points in 
the opening round, the most in a single playoff series by a 
Panthers player in team history. 

It masked the fact that Florida didn’t have its usual scoring 
balance in the opening round (Claude Giroux was next with 
seven points, Aleksander Barkov had six and Jonathan 
Huberdeau had just three). 

But last year, against Tampa Bay, Huberdeau exploded for 
10 points in the six games. Tampa Bay has the clear edge in 
goal, where Andrei Vasilevskiy’s 30-save performance in the 
elimination win over Toronto was the 11th time in his career 
that he’d recorded a series-clinching win. Vasilevskiy, the 
2021 Conn Smythe Trophy winner, has 53 playoff wins since 
2015. 

Of Tampa Bay’s performance in the opening round, our 
coach noted that when it comes to the Lightning, all anybody 
ever talks about is their skill. What he was most impressed 
with was their will – and the heart they showed to come back 
from a 3-2 deficit against a skilled Toronto team. 

Tampa Bay looks as if it might need to forge ahead without 
Brayden Point, who was injured in Game 7 and has been a 
two-way force in playoffs past. 

“It’s impossible to pick this series and be totally comfortable 
with your choice,” said the scout. “Florida had a great year, 
and their best players are playing at the top of their game. 
For Tampa, if Point is out, that is a huge loss. But Tampa is 
such a smart team, so well coached, and they are so good at 
defending a lead. They also have the better goalie, who 
knows how to flat-out steal games on the road, that makes 
them such a threat to win this series. My heart and emotion 
say Florida, but after what Tampa’s overall team game, 
backed by Vasilevskiy, did to Toronto, my head says 
Tampa.” 

Executive: Lightning in 6 
Coach: Panthers in 6 
Scout: Lightnng in 7 
Consensus: Lightning advances 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes 

Often, one of the most overlooked aspects of team building 
is the value of a reliable backup, which involves much the 
same philosophy as buying insurance. You hope you never 
need it, but if you ever do, you’re really happy to have it. 

In Carolina’s case, they signed Antti Raanta to backup 
Freddie Andersen and Raanta – who has had an injury-filled 
career himself – stepped up when he had to in the seven-
game win over Boston, in which every victory went to the 
home side. Carolina today looks a little like Carolina of 2006 
when the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup, a team that relies 
on its depth and structure to defeat teams that might have 
greater individual star power. 

Offensively, the Hurricanes were led in the opening round by 
a pair of defensemen – Tony DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin, 
each of whom had eight points in seven games. Four players 
tied for the goal-scoring lead: Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent 
Trocheck, Seth Jarvis and Nino Niederreiter. Trade-deadline 
acquisition Max Domi was the Game 7 hero. 

It’s instructive that we’ve gotten this far in the analysis 
without mentioning either Sebastian Aho (the team’s regular-
season scoring leader) or Teuvo Teravainen. 

But that’s Carolina – a team that relies on everyone. 

And maybe the two most important contributors in the 
opening round were the shutdown pair of Brett Pesce and 
Brady Skjei, who were effective against Patrice Bergeron 
and Co. and will be asked to do the heavy lifting against the 
likes of Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad. 

The Rangers came from behind 27 times to win games in the 
regular season and then overcame a 3-1 series deficit to 
eliminate the far more experienced Penguins. The best news 
from New York’s perspective: Igor Shesterkin, who had an 
outstanding night in the endless opener, but struggled in the 
middle of the series, started to look like his old self at the 
end. For the Rangers, a Shesterkin – in midseason form – 
could tilt the series their way. 

From our scout: “The Rangers will come into this series on a 
real high note given that they rallied to win three straight 
games to beat Pittsburgh in dramatic fashion. Their big-time 
forwards – Panarin, Kreider and Zibanejad – can score as 
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well as anyone, and Adam Fox is a Norris Trophy winner for 
a reason. But any Rod Brind’Amour coached team will know 
how to play the game in every zone; Carolina will not give 
the Rangers as many scoring chances as the Rangers got 
against Pittsburgh.” 

“No matter who Rod Brind’Amour puts in goal, the depth of 
this team is impressive,” the executive said. “I’m excited to 
see the speed of both teams at play and the return of Tony 
D’Angelo to MSG.  It will be wild. Shesterkin gives the 
Rangers the advantage in goal, and both teams are deep, 
but I just feel this is Carolina’s time.” 

Executive: Hurricanes in 7 
Coach: Hurricanes in 7 
Scout: Hurricanes in 6 
Consensus: Hurricanes advance 

Blues vs. Avalanche 

Colorado was the only team to breeze through the opening 
round, getting the jump on the Predators early in Game 1, 
knocking David Rittich out of the box and then rolling over a 
Nashville team that had little pushback. The Avalanche were 
led by a brilliant series from Cale Makar, who had 10 points 
in four games, something no other defenceman has ever 
done in league history (and the last forward to score 10 
points in a four-game sweep was Detroit’s Johan Franzen 
back in 2008). 

For Colorado, nine different players scored at least one goal, 
led by Nathan MacKinnon’s five, a goal-scoring total 
matched by three Blues players (David Perron, Ryan O’Reilly 
and Vladimir Tarasenko), even though it took them six 
games to reach those numbers. St. Louis made a goalie 
switch, from Ville Husso to Jordan Binnington, and 
Binnington was there for the final three wins. 

The time off gave Avalanche starter Darcy Kuemper time to 
recover from a stick to the eye that knocked him out of Game 
3. The teams last met in the playoffs just a year ago, when 
the Avs swept the Blues and MacKinnon rattled off nine 
points. St. Louis is a hard, heavy team to play against and 
does have a championship pedigree, which is something the 
Avalanche are still pursuing. But unlike other years, Colorado 
toughened up with its trade-deadline adds and cannot be 
physically pushed out of the series. 

“Jordan Binnington is going to have to be great, plain and 
simple, for St. Louis to have a chance,” said our scout. “If 
they get great goaltending, they could make this series 
closer than people think. St. Louis has players who know 
how to win in the playoffs. Still, Colorado just has too much. 
Makar and Mackinnon are all-world right now, but they have 
both offensive and defensive weapons all over the place.” 

But our executive is picking an upset, noting: “Is there any 
better playoff performer than Ryan O’Reilly? He seems to 
know the demands of playoff hockey more than most. No 
doubt that MacKinnon and Makar are elite, and a handful of 
Avs players are very good, but it’s tough to bet against the 
Blues’ depth. Goaltending is probably a wash. Kuemper has 
been solid, and it appears Binnington has regained 2019’s 
form. In the end, it’s hard to go against St. Louis’s 
experience.” 

Executive: Blues in 6 
Coach: Avalanche in 6 
Scout: Avalanche in 5 
Consensus: Avalanche advance 

Oilers vs. Flames 

It was the Connor McDavid show in the opening round as 
Edmonton squeaked out a narrow seven-game victory over 
the stubborn Kings. McDavid contributed a playoff-leading 14 
points in the Oilers’ effort, including six games with multiple 
points, which hadn’t been done since the Bruins’ Rick 
Middleton managed the feat in 1983. Oilers’ goaltender Mike 
Smith had an erratic up-and-down series, but was there in 
the end, recording a shutout in Game 7. 

Smith was always destined to meet one of his former teams 
in the second round. He started his pro career in Dallas and 
credits former Stars’ great Marty Turco with teaching him 
about the value of handling and moving the puck. 
Meanwhile, Calgary walked away from Smith following the 
2018-19 season and ultimately landed on Jacob Markstrom, 
a Vezina Trophy finalist. As good as Jake Oettinger was for 
Dallas in the opening round, Markstrom was also a 
difference-maker for the Flames. 

Even if every other series featured goals galore, Calgary-
Dallas was a more typical, traditional low-scoring series, two 
defensively sound teams backstopped by excellent 
goaltending. Will it be more of the same in the first Battle of 
Alberta since 1991? 

Maybe not. Four of the top eight regular-season scorers will 
be featured in the series: McDavid and Leon Draisaitl for the 
Oilers; Johnny Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk for the 
Flames. Edmonton holds a lifetime 4-1 record over Calgary 
in the playoffs, the only time the Flames ever defeated the 
Oilers was in 1986 when the famous “own goal” by Steve 
Smith interrupted a run in which Edmonton won Stanley 
Cups the two years before (1984, 1985) and years after 
(1987, 1988). 

So, there’s a bitter history there among the fan bases, 
though most of the key figures in the series weren’t even 
alive the last time the teams met in the playoffs. 

From our scout: “How many times can you say that Connor 
McDavid is not necessarily going to be the best forward in a 
playoff series given how absolutely spectacular Johnny 
Gaudreau is playing? I think Gaudreau and McDavid will 
balance themselves out.  And the same can also be said for 
Tkachuk and Draisaitl. Thus, when you look past those four 
players, Calgary has a far superior overall lineup at every 
position. They are extremely well coached by someone who 
knows how to win a tough series – and Edmonton will have a 
tough time getting many scoring chances after their first line.” 

Our executive is picking Edmonton, however. 

“Markstrom is better than Smith. So that’s a huge advantage 
for Calgary. But the key to this series will have to be how 
Calgary manages Connor McDavid. Right now, he’s the best 
player on the planet by a country mile. And he makes others 
around him better. Kailer Yamamoto has learned to play well 
with him. Gaudreau-Lindholm-Tkachuk is still the best line in 
hockey. And the scare Dallas put into them will only help 
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them prepare for the great series ahead of them. How can 
you beat the Battle of Alberta? You can’t.” 

Executive: Oilers in 6 
Coach: Flames in 6 
Scout: Flames in 6 
Consensus: Flames advance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raanta earns trust in Hurricanes teammates with playoff performance 

By Kacy Hintz 

Raleigh, N.C. — Max Domi was the unexpected Game 7 
hero for the Carolina Hurricanes, but the majority of the 
credit for the first round series win versus the Boston Bruins 
goes to goaltender Antti Raanta. 

After being thrust into the starting role, Raanta has earned 
the trust of his teammates. 

Raanta spent the regular season backing up the guy. Now, 
"We'll he's the guy," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said 
of Raanta. 

With previous starting goalie Frederik Andersen still dealing 
with a lower-body injury he suffered April 16, Raanta is the 
Hurricanes' go-to goaltender for the second round against 
the New York Rangers. He's taking momentum with him. 
"His peace of mind and his confidence in himself, I think it's 
been huge," Brind'Amour said. 

While earning three wins in the series versus Boston, Raanta 
made key saves, including on a two-on-one in Game 7 to 
keep the game scoreless in the first period. "He made a lot of 
saves like that," said defenseman Tony DeAngelo. "Even 
when we were (losing) in Boston. It was 2-1, and he was 

making big saves. He's been really good for us so we have a 
lot of trust in him." 

That trust comes from Raanta's poised and patient 
personality in the crease. "He's got such a calm demeanor to 
him in net," said DeAngelo. "He doesn't get rattled. Even 
when he does let in a goal, there's no yelling or stick 
slamming. Some goalies get a little fired up." 

The plan may not have been for Raanta to star in the leading 
role. Injuries have forced him to be a backup for most of his 
nine-year career. But fellow Finland native Teuvo Teravainen 
knew immediately, if healthy, Raanta could be the guy when 
called upon. "I knew right away when we signed him," 
Teravainen said. "He has that whenever he can get back to 
himself again, he's going to be good for us. And now he 
looks really confident out there. You can just see that 
everybody trusts him, and he trusts the team." 

The Hurricanes have home-ice advantage against the 
Rangers, a team which Raanta played for two seasons from 
2015-2017. 

Game 1 starts Wednesday at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena. 
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Round Two Preview: Canes vs. Rangers 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers are set to go head-to-head for the first time ever in 
a seven-game series in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Before the series kicks off on Wednesday night, let's take a 
look at the biggest storylines and information from the two 
sides. 

Regular Season Records 

Carolina: 54-20-8 (1st - Metropolitan Division) 

New York: 52-24-6 (2nd - Metropolitan Division) 

Round One Result 

Carolina defeated Boston in seven games. 

New York defeated Pittsburgh in seven games. 

Regular Season Series & Meetings 

Carolina took the regular season series 3-1, outscoring New 
York 14-10. 

 Friday, January 21: Tony DeAngelo records three 
points as Canes roll to 6-3 victory. 

 Sunday, March 20: Alexandar Georgiev posts a 44-
save shutout, New York wins, 2-0. 

 Tuesday, April 12: Three-goal third pushes the 
Canes past the Rangers, 4-2. 

 Tuesday, April 26: Canes clinch Metropolitan 
Division title with 4-3 victory. 

Protecting The Net 

When it came to allowing goals in the regular season, 
nobody allowed fewer than the Carolina Hurricanes and New 
York Rangers. As Carolina allowed a league-low 202 over 
the course of 82 games, the Rangers finished just five 
behind them with their 207. 

With a combination of strong defensive units and some of the 
league's most elite netminders, both made it difficult on 
opponents all season long to find the back of the net. 

While Frederik Andersen played 52 of Carolina's 82 regular 
season games this season, his status for the second round 
remains in question. Andersen has been out of the lineup 
since suffering a lower-body injury on Saturday, April 16 
against the Colorado Avalanche and has yet to take part in a 
practice with the team. In his absence, Antti Raanta carried 
the load for the Canes in Round One, allowing a combined 
five goals in his three wins. The valiant performances also 

came after suffering a lower-body injury during the final week 
of the regular season, then being run over by David Pastrnak 
in Game Two, forcing him out of the contest and causing him 
to miss Game Three. 

On the other side, Igor Shesterkin's regular season not only 
landed him a nomination for the Vezina Trophy, but also the 
Hart Trophy, for the league's Most Valuable Player. His 
league-best .935 save percentage lands him in the record 
books with the eighth best number in any single season, all-
time. However, Shesterkin ran into some trouble against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in Round One. The 26-year-old allowed 
25 goals in the seven games, an average of 3.66 goals 
against. In two of the games he was pulled in favor of 
Alexandar Georgiev. 

Will Raanta continue to be as impressive as he was in 
Round One? Will Shesterkin's shaky postseason 
performances continue, or will he return to his regular 
season form? 

Battle Of The Blue Line Stars 

Two men who have also played an important role in keeping 
the puck out of the back of their team's nets are star 
defensemen Jaccob Slavin and Adam Fox. 

Both leading their teams in average time on ice, the pair will 
undoubtedly play an important role for their clubs in the 
upcoming series. 

Fox played an average of 28:25 per night in the first round 
for New York, only trailing Kris Letang of Pittsburgh for the 
most among any skater in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Seen as 
one of the best puck-moving defenseman league-wide, the 
former Canes prospect also produced 10 points in seven 
games for his club, tied for the most among all defensemen 
in Round One. 

On the other side, while Jaccob Slavin is seen as one of the 
best defensive defensemen in the NHL, he did more than his 
part in terms of offensive production for Carolina against 
Boston. Both he and pairing partner Tony DeAngelo tallied 
eight points, co-leading their team over the course of seven 
games. While several overtime contests aided Fox's time on 
ice to above 28 minutes per night, Slavin led Carolina with an 
average of 23:02 in Round One. 

Not only will both be counted on to produce for their teams, 
they'll also be tasked with the responsibility of shutting down 
some of the game's brightest offensive stars on the other 
side of the ice 
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An Emphasis On Special Teams 

One of the most threatening parts about the New York 
Rangers ability to score is their power play. During the 
regular season they converted at a 25.2% rate, fourth among 
all teams. During Round One they continued their impressive 
attack, striking at 31.6%. 

Nobody in the NHL had more goals on the man advantage 
this season than Chris Kreider, who put home 26 of his 52 
with New York up a man. 

While one of those 26 came against Carolina, Krieder and 
crew will be going up against a team that killed off 88% of 
their penalties this season. 

As we saw during Round One, special teams can decide a 
game, with Carolina scoring multiple power play goals in two 
of their four wins, but also providing Boston with as many as 
nine power play chances in a single game during one of their 
losses. The Canes ability to remain disciplined will be tested 
to an even greater level during this series. 

Depth To Be Tested 

There's no shortage of firepower within the top half of the 
New York Rangers lineup. In addition to Fox and Kreider, 
Game 7 hero Artemi Panerin and Mika Zibanejad, who had 
seven points in the final two games of the series against 
Pittsburgh, always pose a threat when they are on the ice. 

The aforementioned four names combined for a total of 35 
points in the seven game series against the Penguins. 

However, what about the rest of their lineup? 

The other 12 forwards that played in the series for New York 
registered a total of 28 points. 

One of Carolina's biggest strengths over the course of the 
season has been their depth up and down their lineup. If 
Jordan Staal's line is once again tasked with shutting down 
New York's top line on home ice, how will the Rangers 
handle the line anchored by Vincent Trocheck, who 
combined for 19 points during Round One? Will their 
remaining forward options be able to compete against a trio 
of Andrei Svechnikov, Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis? 

How They See It: 

Rod Brind'Amour on turning the page from the first round 
and refocusing for New York... 

"I think the first round is the toughest, physically and 
emotionally. Everybody is into it. Then, as the playoffs go 
along, there' just different things that are hard. It's hard to 
stay emotionally engaged for two months. Everything about it 
gets harder and harder. The team that can stay with it is the 
team that generally comes out on top." 

Tony DeAngelo describing his emotions when he knew his 
team would be taking on his former club... 

"They're a good team. I couldn't care less who we play. We 
just have to worry about what we're going to do here. They're 
a really good team. Good power play, high-end firepower 
and a great goalie. And they're a resilient team. Down 3-1, 
they found a lot of ways to come back and to win games. I'm 
sure they have a lot of confidence going into this round, but 
so do we." 

Teuvo Teravainen offering thoughts on Antti Raanta's first 
round and him continuing to carry the load for the team going 
into Round Two... 

"I'm super happy, everybody is super happy for him. I knew 
right away when we signed him that he had this [ability]. He 
looks really confident out there. We can just see that 
everybody trusts him and he trusts the team." 

Loose Pucks 

 The Canes held a full team practice Monday at 
Invisalign Arena. Aside from Frederik Andersen, all 
other personnel were in attendance. 

 Sebastian Aho led all Canes skaters during the 
regular season with seven points in four games 
against New York. In addition to him, Seth Jarvis, 
Vincent Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov and Brady 
Skjei all also had four points in four games when 
taking on the Rangers this season. 

 Of course, of note, six players (Tony DeAngelo, 
Jesper Fast, Antti Raanta, Brady Skjei, Brendan 
Smith and Derek Stepan)  on the Canes roster have 
played for New York at some point in their careers.  
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Stanley Cup Playoff second-round storylines highlighted by rivalry series 

By Dan Rosen  

The second round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs arrives with 
the hockey world picking its collective jaw off the floor 
following a legendary first round that featured plenty of goals, 
comebacks, star players delivering on the game's biggest 
stage, and five Game 7s. 

The Carolina Hurricanes, New York Rangers, Florida 
Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning still are alive in the 
Eastern Conference. The Colorado Avalanche, St. Louis 
Blues, Calgary Flames and Edmonton Oilers fill out the 
Western Conference bracket. 

We have rivalries in the United States and Canada taking 
center stage, a team going for a three-peat, and so much 
more in the second round. 

It opens with the Panthers and Lightning playing Game 1 of 
their best-of-7 series at FLA Live Arena on Tuesday (7 p.m. 
ET; TNT, CBC, SN, TVAS), followed by the Avalanche and 
Blues in Game 1 at Ball Arena (9:30 p.m. ET; TNT, CBC, 
SN, TVAS). 

The Hurricanes and Rangers open their series with Game 1 
at PNC Arena on Wednesday), followed by the Flames and 
Oilers at Scotiabank Saddledome. 

MORE MAYHEM 

The first round was wild, with plenty of offense and 
comeback wins, just like it was during the regular season. 

If the trend continues, the second round should be too. 

There were 6.4 goals scored in the 51 games played in the 
first round, the most in an opening round of the playoffs since 
1994-95, when there was an average of 6.8 goals per game. 

It was a slight uptick from the 6.3 goals per game that were 
scored during the regular season, the most since 1995-96 
(also 6.3). 

The eight teams remaining combined to score 180 goals in 
51 games, an average of 3.53 goals per game per team. 

There were 19 comeback wins (37.3 percent), including eight 
in the third period (15.7 percent). The regular season 
featured 551 comeback wins (42.8 percent), including 220 
third-period comeback wins (16.8 percent). 

The Rangers had three straight comeback wins against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, including in the third period of Game 7, 
after falling behind 3-1 in the series. The Calgary Flames 
came back to win Game 7 in overtime against the Dallas 
Stars. 

SUNSHINE STATE RIVALRY 2.0 

The first-ever playoff series between the Panthers and 
Lightning began exactly one year ago Monday. 

It was the start of a real rivalry fueled by high stakes playoff 
intensity, way bigger and better than the geographic rivalry 
they had for so many years, which existed simply because 
both teams are based in Florida. 

Now they're doing it again, and the rivalry will grow to new 
heights because of it. 

The Lightning won the series last year in six games to knock 
the Panthers out and prevent them from winning their first 
playoff round since 1996. It was Tampa Bay's fifth straight 
series win, a streak that is now up to nine for the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup champions. 

The Panthers ended their playoff drought by defeating the 
Washington Capitals in six games in the first round. Up next 
is their opportunity to exact some revenge on the Lightning 
and end their bid for a third straight championship. 

BATTLE OF ALBERTA IS BACK 

The Oilers and Flames played against each other in the 
playoffs five times from 1983-91. Those are now considered 
the long-ago glory days off the Battle of Alberta. 

One of the best rivalries in the NHL is back in the 
postseason. Finally. 

The Oilers and Flames each arrive in the second round fresh 
off Game 7 wins. Edmonton won 2-0 against the Los 
Angeles Kings on Saturday and Calgary won 3-2 in overtime 
against the Dallas Stars on Sunday. 

Edmonton dominated the Battle of Alberta in the 1980s and 
early 1990s, winning four of the five series. Three times they 
went to a Game 7, with the Oilers winning two. 

SECOND-ROUND STAR POWER 

There were eight 100-point scorers during the regular 
season; six will play in the second round. There were four 
50-goal scorers; two remain. 

The first round may have weeded out eight quality teams, but 
the second round remains laden with must-see players 
across the four series, including two of the three players who 
are finalists for the Hart Trophy, voted to the most valuable 
player in the NHL. 

Connor McDavid, the Oilers center and one of the Hart 
Trophy finalists, led all players with 14 points (four goals, 10 
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assists) in the first round, including a goal and an assist in 
Game 7 against the Kings. 

McDavid led the NHL during the regular season with 123 
points (44 goals, 79 assists). 

The other Hart finalist is Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin, who 
is coming off three straight wins to help New York come back 
from 3-1 down to defeat the Penguins in seven games. 

He led the League with a 2.07 goals-against average and 
.935 save percentage (minimum 10 games) during the 
regular season. 

Joining McDavid in the Battle of Alberta series are fellow 
100-point scorers Johnny Gaudreau (Flames, 115 points), 
Leon Draisaitl (Oilers, 110) and Matthew Tkachuk (Flames, 
104). Draisaitl scored 55 goals and five in the first round. 

Gaudreau led the Flames with eight points (two goals, six 
assists) in the first round, including the Game 7 overtime 
goal. Tkachuk scored six points (one goal, five assists). 
Draisaitl scored nine points (five goals, four assists) for the 
Oilers against the Kings. 

The Sunshine State Rivalry series features Panthers forward 
Jonathan Huberdeau (115 points) and Lightning forward 
Steven Stamkos (106 points). They were quiet by their 
standards in the first round, with Huberdeau scoring three 
points (one goal, two assists) in six games and Stamkos 
scoring four points (two goals, two assists) in seven games. 

Rangers forward Chris Kreider scored 52 goals during the 
regular season. He scored five during the first round. 

Don't forget about Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar, a 
finalist for the Norris Trophy, which goes to the defenseman 
voted as best in the NHL. 

He scored 10 points (three goals, seven assists) in the four-
game series sweep against the Nashville Predators in the 
first round after scoring 86 points (28 goals, 58 assists) in 77 
games during the regular season. 

MCDAVID'S ENCORE 

McDavid's 14 points in the first round tied Claude Giroux 
(2012), Sidney Crosby (2010), Theo Fleury (1995) and Ron 
Francis (1995) for the most in an opening round since Mario 
Lemieux scored 17 points for the Pittsburgh Penguins 
against the Washington Capitals in 1992. 

McDavid also became the first player since Henrik Sedin of 
the Vancouver Canucks in 2011 to have at least 10 assists in 
a playoff series. 

His production comes on the heels of another Art Ross 
Trophy-winning season that included seven points (three 
goals, four assists) in four regular-season games against 
Calgary. 

McDavid is in the second round of the playoffs for the second 
time in his seven NHL seasons. 

Was his first-round production simply just the appetizer for 
the main course that is coming? 

IS SHESTERKIN'S BEST YET TO COME? 

Shesterkin helped the Rangers get through to the second 
round, but he wasn't nearly as effective against the Penguins 
as he was during the regular season. 

He finished the series with a 3.66 goals-against average and 
.910 save percentage. The problem is his regular season 
was so good that he set the bar high, and expectations are 
even higher. 

But Shesterkin's best performance in the first round outside 
of his 79-save effort in a 4-3 triple overtime in a Game 1 loss 
came in Game 7, when he made 39 saves and the Rangers 
won 4-3 in overtime. 

He got over getting pulled in Games 3 and 4 for allowing a 
combined 10 goals on 45 shots to win three straight games 
with the Rangers facing elimination. He has playoff 
experience now, and it'll be interesting to see if that can carry 
him to greater heights against the Hurricanes.  

CAN THE AVALANCHE GET OVER THE HUMP? 

The Avalanche are in the same situation as they were last 
year and are in the second round for the fourth straight 
season. Maybe this is the year they finally get out of it and 
reach the Western Conference Final. 

The Avalanche have to go through the Blues to do it. They 
swept the Blues in the first-round last season, just like they 
did to the Nashville Predators in the first round this season. 

Colorado came back from down 1-0, 2-1 and 3-2 against the 
San Jose Sharks in the 2019 second round only to lose 3-2 
in Game 7. The Avalanche were down 3-1 against the Dallas 
Stars in 2020 and came back to force Game 7 but lost it 5-4 
in overtime. 

Last year, the Avalanche won Games 1 and 2 in the second 
round against the Vegas Golden Knights by a combined 10-
3. They lost the next four games by a combined 17-8 and 
were out in six games. 

The Avalanche have not advanced to the conference final 
since 2002. They have lost in the second round six times 
since.This season, though, it's Stanley Cup or bust, so the 
pressure is on. 

HURRICANES ROSTER FILLED WITH FORMER 
RANGERS 

Six Hurricanes players will have some sentimental reasons 
to beat the Rangers in the second round; goalie Antti 
Raanta, defensemen Brady Skjei, Tony DeAngelo and 
Brendan Smith, and forwards Jesper Fast and Derek Stepan 
all played for New York. 

DeAngelo, Smith and Fast played for the Rangers against 
the Hurricanes in the best-of-5 Stanley Cup Qualifiers in 
2020, which Carolina won 3-0. Fast was injured during Game 
1 and didn't play in Games 2 and 3. 

Fast signed with Carolina before last season. DeAngelo and 
Smith each is in his first season with the Hurricanes after 
being with the Rangers last season. New York traded Skjei 
to Carolina on Feb. 24, 2020. Stepan and Raanta each left 
the Rangers after the 2016-17 season. 
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Most valuable player of each first-round series selected by NHL.com 

One of the most amazing first rounds in the history of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs ended Sunday with overtime decisions 
in each Game 7 played. Three other Game 7s were decided 
Saturday. 

The eight first-round series -- seven of which required at 
least six games -- were filled with amazing individual 
performances and clutch heroics. 

So, picking the most valuable player of the first round is no 
easy task. Yet, that is just what we asked a panel of 
NHL.com writers to do, identify the MVP from the series they 
covered in the first round before the second round begins 
with two games Tuesday. 

Here are their selections: 

Victor Hedman, Tampa Bay Lightning 

The defenseman averaged 25:42 of ice time, more than 
three minutes more than any other Tampa Bay skater, in a 
seven-game win against the Toronto Maple Leafs. He led the 
Lightning with 27 shots and had seven points (two goals, five 
assists), one fewer than forward Nikita Kucherov for the team 
lead. As usual, Hedman was a beast, playing big minutes in 
all situations and impacting the game all over the ice. 
Perhaps no defenseman in the NHL uses size and skating 
the way the 6-foot-6 Hedman does, taking away time and 
space from opponents defensively and jumping into the play 
offensively. -- Nicholas J. Cotsonika, columnist 

Cale Makar, Colorado Avalanche 

Makar had 10 points (three goals, seven assists) in a sweep 
of the Nashville Predators, the most in the playoffs at that 
point and the most in NHL history by a defenseman through 
four games in a postseason. He has 41 points (10 goals, 31 
assists) in 39 NHL playoff games. Among NHL defensemen 
who have played that many playoff games, only Bobby Orr 
(1.24) has more points per game than Makar (1.05) does. 
"The way he dominates from the back end is amazing," 
teammate Nathan MacKinnon said. -- Cotsonika 

Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

When the Oilers entered an elimination situation, their 
captain found another gear. He played a game-high 24:02 in 
Game 6 and had three points in the 4-2 victory against the 
Los Angeles Kings. In Game 7, McDavid played a game-high 
27:23 and had a goal and an assist to drive his team to a 2-0 
win. With a playoffs-leading 14 points (four goals, 10 assists) 
in the first round, McDavid was easily the best player in the 
series. -- Tim Campbell, staff writer 

Jake Oettinger, Dallas Stars 

You better believe I'm going with the Stars goalie, despite 
the fact he was on the losing end of the seven-game series 
against the Calgary Flames. Oettinger was superb, going 3-4 
with a 1.81 goals-against average, a .954 save percentage 
(best among goalies getting at least one start in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs) and one shutout. Oettinger faced 285 shots 
over the seven games, most of any playoff goalie, including 
67 in Game 7, a 3-2 overtime loss. He just about got the 

Stars to the second round, so he gets my vote. -- Tracey 
Myers, staff writer 

Antti Raanta, Carolina Hurricanes 

Other players in the series may have been flashier or 
generated more buzz (or more controversy), but none were 
more important to the Hurricanes than Raanta in their first-
round win against the Boston Bruins. He made two huge 
saves early in crucial games -- on Brad Marchand in Game 5 
and Taylor Hall in Game 7 - which settled the team down and 
allowed it to score first, something Carolina did in six of the 
seven games. He wasn't perfect, but he was the most 
valuable player on a team that could have been rattled by the 
loss of one of the best goalies in the NHL this season in 
Frederik Andersen. Instead, they had Raanta, who put up a 
2.37 GAA and .927 save percentage, a goalie who was 
everything they needed him to be. -- Amalie Benjamin, staff 
writer 

Ryan O'Reilly, St. Louis Blues 

The Blues captain tied for the team lead with forwards David 
Perron and Vladimir Tarasenko with five goals in six games 
in the first-round series against the Minnesota Wild. But 
O'Reilly's impact went far beyond the offense he produced 
(eight points, second to Perron's nine). He averaged 20:37 
per game, more than any other Blues forward. He played the 
penalty kill and the power play, which scored in each game. 
O'Reilly was tasked with shutting down one of Minnesota's 
big two lines throughout the series and excelled. Oh, he also 
won 57.1 percent of face-offs and was the emotional leader 
when St. Louis fell behind 2-1 in the series. -- Shawn P. 
Roarke, senior director of editorial 

Carter Verhaeghe, Florida Panthers 

The forward outperformed everyone on the Panthers' star-
filled roster against the Washington Capitals in the first 
round. Verhaeghe set team records for a playoff series with 
six goals and 12 points in six games and scored the winning 
goal in each of the final three games of the series. He scored 
two goals, including the overtime winner, in Florida's 3-2 
victory in Game 4, set a Panthers record with five points (two 
goals, three assists) to help them rally from 3-0 for a 5-3 win 
in Game 5 and scored the overtime winner and also had an 
assist in a 4-3 victory in Game 6. -- Tom Gulitti, staff writer 

Mika Zibanejad, New York Rangers 

Zibanejad didn't score in Games 1-5, and his line struggled 
in its matchup against the top line of the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. But when the Rangers needed their No. 1 center 
to step up, Zibanejad did in a massive way. He's as big of a 
reason for why the Rangers came back from 3-1 down in the 
series to advance to the second round. Zibanejad had four 
pointsin Game 6, a 5-3 win. His goals 1:16 apart in the 
second period erased Pittsburgh's 2-0 lead. He had the 
primary assist on Kreider's two goals that provided leads of 
3-2 and 4-3. Zibanejad had three points in Game 7, a 4-3 
win. He scored the tying goal with 5:45 remaining in the third 
period and won 18 of 25 face-offs (72.0 percent). Zibanejad 
led all players in the series with 11 points (three goals, eight 
assists). -- Dan Rosen, senior writer 
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2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs: Hurricanes vs. Rangers second-round preview 

By Dan Rosen 

(1M) CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. (2M) NEW YORK 
RANGERS 

Hurricanes: 54-20-8 (116 points), defeated Boston Bruins 4-3 
in first round 

Rangers: 52-24-6 (110 points), defeated Pittsburgh Penguins 
4-3 in first round 

Season series: CAR 2-1-0; NYR 1-2-0 

Game 1: Wednesday (7 p.m. ET; ESPN, SNE, SNO, SNP, 
TVAS) 

The Hurricanes spent most of April fending off the Rangers 
to keep a hold on first place in the Metropolitan Division. 
They even defeated them twice in a span of two weeks. 

That's arguably the biggest reason why Games 1 and 2 of 
the Eastern Conference Second Round are at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, instead of Madison Square Garden 
in New York, where the Hurricanes won 4-2 on April 12 and 
4-3 on April 26. 

The Hurricanes advanced to the second round after 
defeating the Boston Bruins in seven games. The Rangers 
also needed seven games to eliminate the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, coming back from 3-1 down in the best-of-7 
series. 

"We just played them not too long ago, I don't think teams 
are changing too much," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "It's got them where they're at. That's why they're 
successful. I think both teams understand what the other 
team is trying to do. It always comes down to execution." 

The Hurricanes executed better than the Rangers in the four 
games they played during the regular season. The only one 
New York won was 2-0 on March 20, when Carolina had a 
44-18 advantage in shots on goal and were shut out by 
backup goalie Alexandar Georgiev. 

Georgiev is only expected to play in this series if Igor 
Shesterkin is pulled from a game, like he was twice in the 
first round, or if he is injured. Shesterkin is the Rangers 
starter and has been their best player all season, which is 
why he's a finalist for the Vezina Trophy and the Hart 
Trophy. He's also coming off a 39-save performance in a 4-3 
win against the Penguins in Game 7 on Sunday. 

"He's done that all year for us," New York center Mika 
Zibanejad said. "He really gives us a chance to win every 
game. We trust him. He has such a calm presence back 
there. It just gives us that confidence to go get that next 
one." 

The Hurricanes have six players who used to play for the 
Rangers, including Game 1 starting goalie Antti Raanta, who 
is expected to play the entire series because Frederik 
Andersen remains out with a lower-body injury. 

Raanta started six of the seven games in the first round, 
going 3-2 with a 2.37 goals-against average and .927 save 
percentage. 

"He is the guy," Brind'Amour said. "Until 'Freddie' even 
touches the ice, it's not even a conversation. Antti's obviously 
just been great, so it's an easy [decision]." 

The Hurricanes and Rangers have met in the postseason 
once before, the 2020 Stanley Cup Qualifiers. Carolina 
swept New York in the best-of-5 series, winning three games 
by a combined score of 11-4, including 4-1 in Game 3, 
Shesterkin's first NHL playoff game. 

But to take much out of that and bring it into this series is 
almost impossible. Those games were played without fans in 
attendance at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto. The Hurricanes 
were coming off a trip to the conference final in 2019. The 
Rangers weren't in position to make the playoffs when the 
2019-20 season was paused due to concerns surrounding 
the coronavirus. They went to Toronto because the NHL 
extended the playoff field to the top 12 teams in each 
conference. 

"We played them four times this year and they outplayed us 
in at least three of those games for sure; it means nothing to 
me right now," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "We're a 
confident team right now. We feel good about our team." 

GAME BREAKERS 

Sebastian Aho: The center had five points (two goals, three 
assists) in the first round against the Bruins and has led the 
Hurricanes in scoring for five straight seasons, including 81 
points (37 goals, 44 assists) this season. Aho was limited to 
two assists in the last five games against the Bruins but 
could be due for a breakout in the second round based on 
his playoff history. He has 40 points (16 goals, 24 assists) in 
41 playoff games, eight points (three goals, five assists) in 
nine total games played in the second round.  

Zibanejad: He was at his best in Games 6 and 7 against the 
Penguins, scoring four points (two goals, two assists) in 
Game 6 and three (one goal, two assists) in Game 7, when 
he also won 18 of 25 face-offs (72.0 percent). Zibanejad was 
held to no goals and four assists in the first five games, but 
when the Rangers needed their top center to deliver, he did 
in a massive way to help them get to the second round. 
Zibanejad had 81 points (29 goals, 52 assists) in 81 regular-
season games. He had five points (one goal, four assists) 
against Carolina, at least one in each of the four games. 

GOALTENDING 

Hurricanes: Raanta was thrust into the No. 1 role before the 
playoffs began because of Andersen's injury sustained 
against the Colorado Avalanche on April 16. He made 27 
saves in Game 7, a 3-2 win. Andersen is not expected to 
play in this series, so the backup is rookie Pyotr Kochetkov, 
who played two games in the first round, starting one, and 
allowed six goals on 60 shots (.900 save percentage). 
Kochetkov made 31 saves in Carolina's 4-3 win against New 
York on April 26. 

Rangers: Shesterkin was busier in the first round than any 
Rangers goalie in history. He made 252 saves in seven 
games, the most in team history and sixth-most in a single 
playoff round by any goalie since 1955-56, when shots on 
goal were first tracked in the NHL. Shesterkin was pulled 
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from Games 3 and 4 in Pittsburgh, when he allowed 10 goals 
on 45 shots in three periods. He rebounded with three 
straight wins to finish the series with a .910 save percentage, 
.917 in Games 5-7 (nine goals on 108 shots). 

NUMBERS TO KNOW 

Hurricanes: They outscored the Bruins 18-6 in their four 
home games, winning all four. They were outscored 14-6 in 
the three games in Boston and lost them all. Carolina's top 
two scorers in the first round were defensemen Jaccob 
Slavin (two goals, six assists) and Tony DeAngelo (one goal, 
seven assists). The power play went 5-for-36 (13.9 percent) 
with one shorthanded goal against and allowed six power-
play goals (23-for-29, 79.3 percent) in the first round. The 
Hurricanes drew 42 penalties, 19 more than the Rangers did 
in the same number of games. They averaged nearly nine 
more shots on goal per game than New York in the regular-
season series (35.0-26.3). 

Rangers: They became the first team in playoff history to 
have three straight comeback wins in elimination games in 
the same series. Adam Fox tied Cale Makar (Colorado 
Avalanche) for the most points among defensemen in the 
first round with 10. Fox had at least one point in all seven 
games, becoming the fourth defenseman in NHL history to 
do that. New York averaged the fourth-most shots on goal 
per game in the first round (38.6) but allowed the most 
(44.3). 

X-FACTORS 

Hurricanes: Vincent Trocheck had seven points (three goals, 
four assists) in the first round against the Bruins. Carolina's 
second-line center had three of them on the power play, all 
assists. The Rangers will have to focus on Aho and his line 
with Andrei Svechnikov and Seth Jarvis, but they can't sleep 
on Trocheck because his speed, ability to play a straight-line 
game, control the forecheck and impact the power play and 
special teams could make him a nightmare for New York in 
this series. 

Rangers: Tyler Motte missed the first five games against the 
Penguins recovering from an upper-body injury he sustained 
April 7. New York missed his speed, physicality on the 
forecheck and aggressive two-way game. Motte returned for 
Games 6 and 7 and the difference was noticeable with the 
Rangers using him in various situations, including on the 
fourth line, the first line and on the top penalty kill unit with 
center Kevin Rooney. Motte may not score a goal in this 
series but if he's playing with speed, he's going to make a 
difference. 

THEY SAID IT 

"I don't think they look at our team and say, 'Well, this is 
going to be an easy series.' I think when we're ready to play 
we're as good a team as any in this league and we've proven 
that. We're never going to quick. We're going to battle hard. I 
think it's going to be a [heck] of a series." -- Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant 

"They've got a lot of firepower, and they've added some 
more firepower to the group post-deadline. I think we've got 
more firepower. The list goes on and on, on our team. We've 

got 'D' that can do it and we've got great goaltending." -- 
Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo 

WILL WIN IF ... 

Hurricanes: They limit turnovers that fuel the Rangers' 
opportunistic offense and defend well against their power 
play. New York didn't need much time or space to make 
things happen at even strength or with the man-advantage. 
They are loaded with skill and thrive on the opponent's 
mistakes. Carolina won't play a perfect game, nor does it 
have to, but it can't give New York anything free either.  

Rangers: Shesterkin must be better, and New York has to 
win the special teams battle in the second round, particularly 
with their potent power play that was 31.6 percent against 
the Penguins. To give themselves a chance, the Rangers 
must withstand the Hurricanes' aggressive forecheck and 
make them play in the defensive zone. Carolina thrives on its 
ability to play north, apply pressure, smother opponents and 
sustain puck possession time in the offensive zone. The 
Rangers need to beat the Hurricanes at their own game. 

HOW THEY LOOK 

Hurricanes projected lineup 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Sebastian Aho -- Seth Jarvis 

Max Domi -- Vincent Trocheck -- Teuvo Teravainen 

Nino Niederreiter -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Steven Lorentz -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Martin Necas 

Jaccob Slavin -- Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei -- Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith -- Ian Cole 

Antti Raanta 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Scratched: Derek Stepan, Ethan Bear, Jack LaFontaine  

Injured: Frederik Andersen (lower body), Jordan Martinook 
(lower body) 

Rangers projected lineup 

Chris Kreider -- Mika Zibanejad -- Frank Vatrano 

Artemi Panarin -- Ryan Strome -- Andrew Copp 

Alexis Lafreniere -- Filip Chytil -- Kaapo Kakko 

Tyler Motte -- Kevin Rooney -- Ryan Reaves 

Ryan Lindgren -- Adam Fox 

K'Andre Miller -- Jacob Trouba 

Justin Braun -- Braden Schneider 

Igor Shesterkin 

Alexandar Georgiev 

Scratched: Libor Hajek, Patrik Nemeth, Jonny Brodzinski, 
Julien Gauthier, Greg McKegg, Dryden Hunt  

Injured: Barclay Goodrow (lower body) 
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Goaltending takes spotlight in Eastern Conference Second Round 

By Dave Barr 

FLORIDA PANTHERS VS. TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Goaltending is front and center in the series between the 
Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay Lightning. 

You have to give the advantage to the Lightning from past 
history because we know that their goalie, Andrei 
Vasilevskiy, can get it done in the playoffs.  

I also think Tampa Bay's combination of goaltending and 
defensemen is the best in the NHL.  

But we have now seen Sergei Bobrovsky get it done in a 
playoff series for the Panthers. He has the ability to win a 
game, and winning a game could mean winning a series. 

This will be a long series most likely. There will be scoring 
chances on both sides, so it could come down to who can 
get that big save when they need it. It's that one big save 
that keeps you in the game or keeps the lead that you've 
worked hard to get. 

Another big part of this series is going to be special teams. 

The Panthers are struggling on the power play. They did not 
score a power-play goal against the Washington Capitals in 
their six-game series in the first round, going 0-for-18. So, 
credit Washington's penalty kill but, at the same time, you 
need production out of your power play.  

Florida had a good power play during the regular season, 
finishing fifth in the NHL at 24.4 percent. You know the 
Panthers have it in them, but they have to get back up to that 
level against the Lightning.  

I also think one of the keys to winning this series is the ability 
to manage puck play in the neutral zone, so it doesn't turn 
into chances against. 

I see a lot of conservative forechecking in the neutral zone in 
the playoffs, teams playing compact and trying to force 
turnovers. So teams trying to get the puck into the offensive 
zone have to earn the red line and, whether they're 
possessing it or dumping it in, it's imperative that they get the 
puck deep. 

If they fail to do that, it could be playing right into the hands 
of the opponent that is sitting back waiting for turnovers. The 
Panthers and Lightning score well off transition situations 
created by turnovers, and the team that limits them has a 
better opportunity to win. 

There will be talk about the series the Panthers and 
Lightning played last season in the playoffs, which Tampa 
Bay won in six games, but I'm not sure how much should be 
made of it. While the leadership groups are intact for both 
teams, there are new players on each side and that makes 
these teams different from last season. 

Claude Giroux has the ability to be a difference-maker in the 
series for the Panthers. He wasn't with them last year. The 

same goes for Sam Reinhart, Corey Perry, Brandon Hagel 
and Pierre-Edouard Bellemare who are all new for the 
Lightning.  

The key for the Panthers is to not reflect back on that series 
that they lost to the Lightning in the first round last year, it's 
to carry the confidence that has been gained by beating the 
Capitals in the first round this year. 

Their regular season was fantastic and now they know they 
can win in the playoffs. They beat a good team, a veteran 
team. That establishes the fact that they can get the job done 
and that's an important piece for them because it's about this 
year's team. 

CAROLINA HURRICANES VS. NEW YORK RANGERS 

It's also about goaltending in the series between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and New York Rangers, especially from the 
Rangers' point of view with goalie Igor Shesterkin. 

He's terrific, and we know he has to be a huge part of this 
series for the Rangers if they're going to win it.  

But I thought the Rangers gave the Pittsburgh Penguins a 
little too much time and space in their defensive zone in the 
first round. It'll be important against Carolina that they don't 
give that up because of the way the Hurricanes like to throw 
pucks to the net.  

If the Rangers, like any team, are stuck in their defensive 
zone for long periods of time it could be a problem for them. 

For the Hurricanes, one of the keys is to make the Rangers 
play in their defensive zone. The Hurricanes create offense 
by getting through the neutral zone and into the offensive 
zone simply. Every team wants to do that; Carolina does it 
better than most. 

But it's about goaltending from Carolina's perspective too. 
Antti Raanta was good against the Boston Bruins in the first 
round, but he's not the Hurricanes' No. 1 goalie. That's 
Frederik Andersen, however, a lower-body injury is expected 
to continue to keep him out of the lineup. 

The Rangers need to challenge Raanta. They need to get 
pucks to the net with traffic. Chris Kreider scored 52 goals in 
the regular season, all from probably an average of two to 
three feet from the net. Kreider could score four or five goals 
in this series just by getting to the net, establishing his 
position, and the Rangers then getting pucks there. 

That's so important because teams make fewer mistakes as 
they go along in the playoffs. They can't afford to make a 
mistake and it becomes more of a conservative game, more 
of a physical game. That raises the level of importance of 
getting pucks to the net. 

The team that wins the series might win it just simply by 
getting more pucks and bodies to the net. 
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Rangers visit the Hurricanes to begin the NHL Playoffs 

New York Rangers (52-24-6, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Wednesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -170, Rangers 
+143; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS SECOND ROUND: Hurricanes host series 
opener 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes host the New York 
Rangers in game one of the Eastern Conference second 
round. The teams meet Tuesday for the fifth time this 
season. The Hurricanes went 3-1 against the Rangers during 
the regular season. In their last regular season meeting on 
April 26, the Hurricanes won 4-3. Max Domi led the 
Hurricanes with two goals. 

Carolina has gone 54-20-8 overall with a 13-8-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division games. The Hurricanes have a +77 
scoring differential, with 277 total goals scored and 200 
conceded. 

New York is 52-24-6 overall with a 14-8-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division games. The Rangers have gone 42-5-2 
when scoring at least three goals. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Teuvo Teravainen has 22 goals and 
43 assists for the Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has four goals and 
four assists over the last 10 games. 

Mika Zibanejad has 30 goals and 52 assists for the Rangers. 
Chris Kreider has six goals and three assists over the last 10 
games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.9 goals, 
6.5 assists, 4.7 penalties and 9.9 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.6 goals per game. 

Rangers: 5-4-1, averaging 3.7 goals, 6.4 assists, 3.9 
penalties and 8.3 penalty minutes while giving up 3.7 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (lower-
body), Frederik Andersen: out (lower body), Jake Gardiner: 
out (hip/back). 

Rangers: Barclay Goodrow: out (lower body), Sammy Blais: 
out for season (lower body). 
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Stanley Cup playoffs 2022: The Round 1 lessons that will impact eight remaining 
contenders 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

The first round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs lasted 51 
games -- including a pair of Game 7 overtime thrillers in 
games No. 50 and 51 -- and now we're on to Round 2. 

To help digest what we saw from each of the eight surviving 
teams, as well as preview the all the matchups for the next 
round, we're here to serve up our top takeaways for each 
remaining club. 

Panthers rewriting their winning script 

The Presidents' Trophy winners didn't dominate the eighth-
seed Washington Capitals in their first-round victory. 

At times, those Cardiac Cats looked practically on life 
support. 

Down 3-0 in Game 5. Blown lead to allow for overtime in 
Game 6. Suffice it to say, there were hiccups along the way 
to Florida's first playoff series win since 1996. 

Florida did get there, though. And not primarily because of 
top-end talents like Jonathan Huberdeau (three points) or 
Sam Reinhart (three points) or even Aleksander Barkov (six 
points). It was more the unsung stylings of Carter 
Verhaeghe's playoff-leading six goals (including the OT 
game winner in that series-deciding Game 6) and the playoff 
mojo of Claude Giroux (three goals, seven points). 

The Panthers' reward for their hard work is a meeting with 
the reigning Stanley Cup champion Lightning. Any recent 
bad blood there? You bet. Tampa Bay sent Florida packing 
in the first round last season, scrambling Sergei Bobrovsky 
into such a tailspin that the two-time Vezina Trophy winner 
was replaced by rookie Spencer Knight before the Panthers 
fell in six games. 

To avoid another letdown, and prevent a Lightning three-
peat, the Panthers have to get introspective about what went 
wrong against Washington. 

Florida led the NHL in wins when trailing after two periods 
this season (14). That may have given the Panthers an 
inflated sense of ability to overcome any obstacle, a toxic 
positivity that could -- and nearly has already -- come back to 
bite them. 

Florida averaged a league-high 4.11 goals-per-game this 
regular season but watched that dip to 3.33 goals per game 
in the postseason. And after allowing fewer than three goals 
against per game in the regular season, Florida averaged 
more than three per game against the Capitals. 

The Panthers have gotten solid goaltending from Bobrovsky 
(.906 SV%), who will have to outduel Andrei Vasilevskiy at 
the other end. Another bonus for Florida is that while it sent 
Washington home in six, Tampa Bay battled with Toronto 

into last Saturday's Game 7. The Lightning will enter Game 1 
of the second round with less rest than their in-state rivals, 
something on which the Panthers should try to capitalize 
immediately. 

The bottom line for Florida, though: It's imperative that it key 
on team defense. The goals will come; with a depth of talent 
like Florida's, someone is going to light the lamp. The 
Panthers just have to balance that with the type of tight-
checking defensive effort they know Tampa Bay can bring. 

That hasn't been a strong suit for Florida, but it could be the 
difference between a conference finals berth and a late-May 
locker clean-out. -- Shilton 

Lightning possess a champion's tenacity 

What did we learn about Tampa Bay in a first-round series 
victory over Toronto? 

Back-to-back Stanley Cup wins hasn't satisfied them. The 
Lightning are hungry for a third. 

What we learned from the rest of this postseason field is that 
getting there won't be easy for the defending champs. 

Toronto pushed Tampa Bay to the brink. The Lightning came 
out of those games averaging (slightly) more goals against 
(3.43) than for (3.29). Vasilevskiy was more ordinary than 
outstanding (.897 SV%). Tampa Bay's power play was 
middle-of-the-pack (21.2%). They didn't dominate in the 
faceoff dot (43.4%). 

In the end, none of that mattered. Tampa Bay was elite in the 
Game 7. Every player put his body on the line to keep pucks 
out. Nick Paul rose up to have the two-goal game of his life. 
Vasilevskiy flipped the switch to full-throttle Beast Mode. 
That's what the Lightning can do. Just when you think they're 
too tired, too outmatched, too over it, they get you with a left 
hook. Lights out. 

Where will that momentum lead them next? Tampa Bay split 
its regular-season series with Florida 2-2. Both teams have 
high-end scorers. Both teams have great goaltenders. Both 
teams have terrific top-pairing defensemen (how did we get 
this far without mentioning Victor Hedman, the Lightning's 
best player in the first round?) 

Tampa Bay's edge is in its resolve. It has played more 
hockey than anyone the past two years. If it has slowed the 
team down at all physically, it hasn't appeared to have had 
an effect mentally. The Lightning know how hard the 
mountain is to climb. Yet here they are having made it past 
base camp. The opportunity ahead is historic. Tampa Bay 
has embraced the necessary sacrifices to reach its goals 
before, and that will be a superpower to lean on against the 
big, bad Cats. 
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There aren't numbers and stats to measure all that. It's just a 
feeling -- a belief -- that teams like Tampa Bay have. You 
can't qualify for it until you earn it. -- Shilton 

Tampa Bay's Nick Paul shows off his stick work to give the 
Lightning a 2-1 lead. 

Home ice matters in Raleigh 

As we constantly search for value in the NHL's regular 
season, the Carolina Hurricanes' series against the Boston 
Bruins was a nice reminder that home ice still matters. 

The Hurricanes looked like a different team in their four wins 
in Raleigh. They averaged 4.50 goals scored and 1.50 goals 
allowed in their four home wins. They averaged 2.00 goals 
per game and 4.67 goals allowed in three losses in Boston. 
The Hurricanes were the best defensive team on home ice 
(2.12 GAA) in the regular season as well. 

But to get granular about it in the win over the Bruins, it's 
how coach Rod Brind'Amour was able to get his top line with 
Sebastian Aho away from their Bruins' Patrice Bergeron line 
and get his terrific checking line with Jordan Staal against 
Boston's top line. Check out how Staal's 5-on-5 ice time 
against Bergeron fluctuated from venue to venue: 

Game 1 (CAR): 9:19 
Game 2 (CAR): 7:21 
Game 3 (BOS): 1:42 
Game 4 (BOS): 1:45 
Game 5 (CAR): 9:21 
Game 6 (BOS): 3:13 
Game 7 (CAR): 9:34 

If Bergeron was playing Staal, he wasn't playing Aho. So 
Aho had no points in three games in Boston, and four even-
strength points in four games in Raleigh. With the Hurricanes 
again having home-ice advantage in the second round, one 
imagines we'll see more of the same from Brind'Amour: 
Deploying his great checking line and his dynamic top 
scoring line efficiently and effectively. -- Wyshynski 

The education of Igor Shesterkin 

For all his regular-season greatness, New York Rangers 
goalie Igor Shesterkin had yet to prove his postseason worth. 
Before this postseason, the likely Vezina Trophy winner had 
one game of playoff experience, giving up three goals in 
Game 3 of the Rangers' qualification round sweep loss to the 
Hurricanes in the 2020 Toronto bubble. 

Did he prove it against the Penguins? He did when it 
mattered most. 

It wasn't a great series for Shesterkin. He played to a below 
replacement level in three games against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, including their Game 6 win. But he bookended 
that series with two remarkable performances: His 79-save 
effort in their Game 1 triple-overtime loss and then his 42-
save effort in their Game 7 overtime win. 

For the most part, it was the Rangers' effort in front of him 
that led to some of his rockier nights. That's reflected in the 
traditional stats: His 3.66 goals-against average is the 
highest for any goalie that played at least six games in the 
first round, but his .911 save percentage is the third best 
among postseason goalies. Coach Gerard Gallant rightfully 

called out his team for being "soft" in front of their goalie, and 
gradually they got the message. 

But if the Rangers were looking for proof of concept on 
Shesterkin, they found it in that Game 7. Artemi Panarin had 
the series-winning goal. Mika Zibanejad had the huge 
offensive night. But none of it matters without the Garden 
crowd chanting "Igor!" as the Rangers goalie made save 
after save. 

"He's Mr. Reliable back there," said Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba. "I think everybody knows, not just our team, 
that he's going to show up in big games and play well and 
make saves that he's probably not supposed to make." -- 
Wyshynski 

Dominance won't come as easy in Round 2 

Colorado made such quick work of Nashville in a first-round 
series sweep it's almost hard to remember how it all 
happened. To refresh: The Predators were without their best 
player in goaltender Juuse Saros and the Avalanche showed 
no mercy. Colorado put up seven goals twice in four games. 
Nathan MacKinnon had five goals in the series. Cale Makar 
tallied 10 (!) points. 

Nashville's rookie netminder Connor Ingram never stood a 
chance. 

And even when the Avalanche lost their own starting 
goaltender, Darcy Kuemper, to an eye injury early in Game 
3, no one skipped a beat playing in front of Pavel Francouz. 
The series just wasn't a fair fight, even if it did showcase 
exactly what makes Colorado so dangerous (spoiler: 
basically everything about their game). 

That's what makes the second-round matchup against St. 
Louis so delicious. Colorado is at its best. The Blues, as 
seen in the final three games of their first-round win over 
Minnesota, are thriving. This heavyweight bout is why we 
love playoff hockey. 

Both Colorado and St. Louis have had some downtime since 
wrapping up their last series on May 9 and May 12, 
respectively. That has also provided plenty of time for 
preparation. 

The Avalanche will be looking across the ice at a deep Blues 
team brimming with hard-earned confidence and a 
goaltender in Jordan Binnington who basically has ice in his 
veins. This is not the same as a plucky Predators team just 
hoping to stay competitive. 

The Avs can't afford to underestimate the Blues' abilities -- or 
overestimate their own, either. St. Louis shut down the Wild's 
offensive depth and frustrated both Marc-Andre Fleury and 
Cam Talbot in net with strong forechecking and a good cycle 
game. That'll be a recipe they will bring to Colorado, too. 

The Avalanche haven't been steadily challenged yet in the 
postseason. St. Louis will march in to change that. -- Shilton 

The return of 'Jordan Winnington' 

The St. Louis Blues are full of surprises. 

David Perron leading the team with five goals and nine 
points in a six-game first-round series win over Minnesota? 
Eye-popping. 
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Ville Husso stumbling to open the door for a Jordan 
Binnington resurgence (3-0-0, .943 SV%) when the Blues 
trailed their best-of-seven series 2-1? Unexpected. 

If St. Louis didn't start the playoffs with much confidence, it's 
rolling in it now -- for good reason. 

The scoring is there, from Perron, Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir 
Tarasenko (five goals each). The defensive play is drastically 
improved (St. Louis allowed the fewest goals against -- 1.67 
per game -- of any playoff team in their final three first-round 
series games). 

And well, we've already covered the goaltending. Once 
Binnington stepped in, St. Louis shut the door on Minnesota 
by a combined score of 15-5. The team just clicked in, much 
like we saw the Blues do during their Stanley Cup run in 
2019. 

The next great hurdle in repeating that feat will be getting 
through a second-round meeting with the intimidatingly 
powerful Avalanche, who just happen to be back at full 
strength to boot. 

After missing the end of Colorado's first-round sweep over 
Nashville, Darcy Kuemper will be back for Game 1 against 
St. Louis. He had a sensational regular season, and was on 
point again until early in Game 3 of that Predators' series 
when Ryan Johansen hit him in the eye with a stick. 

Kuemper's presence helps set up what should be a highly 
competitive situation in the crease. The Blues will be defined 
by how well they can battle through. St. Louis' depth of 
scoring has been impressive throughout the season, but 
really began to shine late in the first round. That's what it will 
take again to challenge Kuemper and a talented Avalanche 
defense that boasts walking highlight reel Cale Makar and a 
deep offensive group that is equally capable of scoring in 
bunches. 

St. Louis will have to go toe-to-toe with Colorado in every 
respect -- and just hope it has a few more tricks up its 
sleeve. -- Shilton 

Markstrom's moment 

It's easy to be overshadowed as a playoff goaltender when 
the guy on the other side of the ice is putting on one of the 
greatest performances in recent NHL history. Watching 
Jacob Markstrom in Game 7 for the Calgary Flames while 
Dallas Stars goalie Jake Oettinger was doing what he did 
was like hearing a singer trying to put on a concert with 
Adele within earshot next door. 

But the Otter went back to Texas, which means now the 
focus can be squarely on the playoffs' best goaltender so far. 
Thanks to his solid play and the Stars' offensive challenges, 
Markstrom posted a league-best .943 save percentage in the 

first round, which set a new Flames franchise record for the 
highest save percentage in a single playoff series, passing 
Miikka Kiprusoff's .929 in 2007. 

Markstrom had 14 games of playoff experience prior to the 
Dallas series, with the Vancouver Canucks in their 2020 
postseason bubble run. That season was enough proof of 
concept for the Flames to sign him to a six-year, $36 million 
free-agent deal, trying to stabilize a position on their roster 
that hadn't been sufficiently filled since Kiprusoff retired in 
2013. 

The Battle of Alberta features an interesting goaltending 
duel. Mike Smith actually leads the NHL playoffs in goals 
saved above expected (10.4) while Markstrom (4.8) is third, 
per Money Puck. Smith has played better than the Oilers 
have played in front of him by a wide margin, while 
Markstrom's acumen seems to be a critical piece of the way 
the Flames defended the Stars. 

Perhaps that's why there are headlines like "Does Markstrom 
deserve more credit for Flames' success against the Stars?" 
in Canadian media. The Flames goalie has been 
phenomenal, although perhaps underappreciated. A series 
win against Connor McDavid could change that. -- 
Wyshynski 

Connor McDavid, featuring the Edmonton Oilers 

Watching McDavid in the Oilers' seven-game series win over 
the Los Angeles Kings was watching a player who refused to 
let his team squander another year of his life. In a league full 
of players labeled "difference-makers," he's the one that 
actually makes one. 

Consider that McDavid was on the ice for 19 of the Oilers' 27 
goals in the series, according to ESPN Stats & Information 
research. He was on the ice for each of the six goals they 
scored in Games 6 and 7 to rally for the series win. Consider 
that, for the series, the Oilers out-chanced the Kings 68-24 
with McDavid on the ice, according to Stathletes. 

Game 7 was his sixth multi-point game of the series, the 
most by any skater in a single playoff round in nearly 40 
years. His 14 points in the series are the third most in an 
opening-round series by an Art Ross Trophy winner. The 
other two? Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux. Heard of 
them? 

The only game since April 20 in which McDavid didn't 
register a point was Game 4 in Los Angeles, when Jonathan 
Quick pitched his shutout. It's not a matter of if McDavid will 
score against the Flames, but when. The trick is trying to 
minimize the damage he causes, while maximizing the 
disparity when he's not on the ice for Edmonton. -- 
Wyshynski 
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Key factors in each Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2 series 

By Shayna Goldman  

Eight teams won four games to advance to Round 2 of the 
2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. But now each of them has to 
string together another four in their quest for 16 that ends 
with a championship. 

So how can they do it? Let’s dive into a key factor on each 
side of the match up, good or bad, ahead of puck drop on 
these series. 

Panthers vs Lightning  

It’s a rematch of last year’s Round 1 Battle of Florida, and 
this time the Panthers are hoping for a different result. 

The Panthers were one of the best offensive teams in the 
league in the regular season, but the Capitals found a way to 
slow their rush-based play in Round 1 to just 5.8 slot 
attempts per 60 in transition at 5-on-5. Overall, Florida did 
score above expected at even strength, but was held back 
by their power play that went 0-for-18 in the last series. 

Figuring out how to play their speed game and have some 
success on the advantage is crucial for Florida moving 
forward because they’re going against Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

The Lightning goalie wasn’t at his usual Conn Smythe-calibre 
self in Round 1; he’s elevated his play these past two post-
seasons and the Panthers know what it’s like to face that first 
hand. And when it mattered most in Game 7, Vasilevskiy 
responded by saving 1.13 goals above expected to elevate 
his team to this series. 

Vasilevskiy’s play is going to be even more important if his 
team is without Brayden Point in their top-six. It puts more 
emphasis on keeping games close if a scoring threat like that 
misses any time in this series.  

Hurricanes vs Rangers 

Everyone knows Igor Shesterkin’s the key to New York’s 
success; he was outstanding in the regular season, and 
bookended Round 1 with some stellar performances after 
slipping a bit in the middle. 

But we’re looking for ~ new and fresh ~ angles here today. 
Let’s talk about how the Rangers can support Shesterkin at 
5-on-5, which has been their weakness. In the regular 
season, their rush-based offence was subpar and it didn’t 
stand out in Round 1 either. But where they did succeed in 
their opening series was off the cycle, generating the fifth 
best rate of the playoffs of 8.4 slot attempts per 60. 

That’s going to match against a team that’s very good at 
limiting their opponent from having sustained offensive 
pressure; the Hurricanes are active with their sticks and 
close shooting and passing lanes in their own zone. Carolina 
only allowed 4.4 slot attempts off the cycle in Round 1. So 
how the Rangers can permeate that is going to be important. 

On the flip side, the Hurricanes excelled at creating shots off 
the cycle in the regular season. This is a team that’s really 
good at intercepting pucks from their teammates and holding 
the zone to keep offence alive. How will that pair against the 
Rangers, who allowed 9.0 slot attempts against per 60 in 
Round 1? It likely comes down to how Shesterkin can handle 
it if Carolina exploits that weakness. 

Avalanche vs Blues 

Passing is such a key part of the Blues’ offensive generation, 
and makes their shots all the more dangerous. Between their 
top-nine, there are nine 20-goal scorers from the regular 
season and among them, there are dual-threats who can 
dish it and shoot it. The Wild did their best to take away 
passing lanes, and St. Louis still was victorious in Round 1. 
So now the question is whether they can play to their 
strengths against an even better Avalanche squad. 

St. Louis is going to have to step it up to 1) outplay 
Colorado’s elite offensive attack and 2) make up for any 
deficiencies in their own zone with their blue line dealing with 
some key injuries. So if St. Louis can create more space for 
themselves with that puck movement, this series will be a 
whole lot more interesting. 

That defence is a major advantage for Colorado, though, 
even injuries aside for St. Louis. We know they can score at 
even strength and on the advantage, so the key comes on 
the backend. At 5-on-5, the Avalanche allowed the lowest 
rate of quality chances against in Round 1. That was against 
a weak Predators team, so the question is how that holds up 
a team with a lot more skill in the Blues. 

Flames vs Oilers 

Lastly, Round 2 is highlighted by the Battle of Alberta. 
There’s a lot to unpack here, from how the Flames 
underwhelmed at times in Round 1 to how the Oilers are 
dealing with an injury to one of their best threats in Leon 
Draisaitl. 

Each player rose to the occasion when it counted the most 
— McDavid was a force in Game 7 for the Oilers, literally 
willing his team to the next level. Gaudreau was able to beat 
Jake Oettinger’s incredible performance with the series-
clinching goal in overtime. Now these two go head-to-head. 

In the regular season, few players could carry the puck in as 
often as these two. Gaudreau’s 20.1 carry-ins per 60 ranked 
fourth in the league behind Jack Hughes, Nikolaj Ehlers, and 
Mathew Barzal. McDavid was just behind him at 19.0. They 
were also two of the best at creating offence in transition. 
Gaudreau was second to only Hughes with his slot attempts 
off the rush at 4.3 per 60. McDavid, on the other hand, was 
seventh with 3.7 attempts per 60. 

Forget about the number of chances they set up with their 
stellar puck-moving abilities at such high speeds. That’s what 
makes them a key factor on each side of this match up. 
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Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2 Preview: Hurricanes vs. Rangers 

By Sonny Sachdeva 

After a pair of seven-game battles that might have brought 
an end to two Eastern Conference institutions, the second-
round series between New York and Carolina is set. 

On one side, the Carolina Hurricanes, are fresh off taking 
down Boston in what might have been the final playoff run for 
Bruins legend Patrice Bergeron. On the other, the New York 
Rangers outlasted the Pittsburgh Penguins, who might’ve 
seen Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin and Kris Letang take the 
ice for the last time as teammates. 

The Canes and Rangers have crossed paths just once in the 
playoffs before, but you don’t have to dig too far to find that 
lone bit of history. It was just a couple years back in 2020, 
when the league added a Qualifying Round to the post-
season format, that the Canes swept the Rangers 3-0. 

Both teams have continued their ascent since. The Rangers 
have found themselves in a perfect storm this year, seeing 
young prospects begin to thrive, their leading stars put up 
career years, and Igor Shesterkin put forth a season for the 
ages. In Raleigh, the Canes have simply kept building on 
momentum that’s been picking up steam year over year, the 
club continuing to add talent and roll forward. 

The two teams met four times during the regular season, the 
Canes getting the upper hand with three wins in those 
meetings. Carolina dealt New York a shellacking in the first, 
a 6-3 win. The Rangers struck back with a 2-0 shutout in the 
next, before the Canes put up 4-2 and 4-3 wins over the next 
two meetings. 

While the lone playoff battle between the two suggests the 
history between these clubs might be thin, the presence of 
No. 77 on Carolina’s back end ensures the opposite. After 
leaving New York in disgrace following more off-ice drama 
than the Rangers could stomach, Tony DeAngelo now meets 
his former club in the second round, wearing Carolina 
colours. 

Who gets the last laugh? 

HEAD-TO-HEAD RECORD 

Hurricanes: 3-1 

Rangers: 1-3 

The Story of How the Hurricanes Got Here: 

It didn’t come easy for Rod Brind’Amour’s club. But they 
gutted it out just as their coach would’ve in his own playing 
days. Heading into the post-season without their No. 1 
netminder, then temporarily losing their No. 2 — a la their 
current foe’s first-round opponent — Carolina continued to 
push forward and made it out alive.  

It certainly seemed like it would be a breezy first round early 
on. The Canes dominated Boston through Games 1 and 2, 
outscoring them 10-3, looking like they had the B’s number. 
And then the veteran Bruins turned around and did the same 
to them in Games 3 and 4, taking both and outscoring 
Carolina 10-4. That odd trend continued through the next two 

games — a 5-1 Canes win, a 5-2 Bruins win — until Game 7 
arrived.  

And when that all-important finale was won, it was the most 
unlikely of characters who had willed them through — Max 
Domi, who’d managed just seven points over the final 19 
games of the season since the trade to Raleigh, but rose to 
the moment with two goals and a helper on another as his 
club battled to a 3-2 victory. That’s a good sign for Carolina, 
whose offensive success has come from all corners of the 
lineup so far — something they’ll need to continue if they 
want to keep Igor Shesterkin looking human in these 
playoffs. 

The Story of How the Rangers Got Here: 

It was a wild, wild ride that delivered the Rangers to the 
second round. That their first test went seven games is 
unsurprising given it took a triple-overtime marathon just to 
finish off Game 1. And through the first four games of the 
series, the Rangers looked down and out — save for a 5-2 
win in Game 2, they’d watched the Pens take that exhausting 
series-opener and then dust them with two dominant 
showings in Games 3 and 4, piling up 14 goals and pushing 
the Rangers to the brink. 

Most troublesome for the Blueshirts was the play of 
Shesterkin, who looked far from the form that will almost 
certainly win him the Vezina Trophy this season. 

But the Rangers battled back. Playing a brutally hard-nosed 
game from the opening puck-drop to the final whistle, they 
tilted the series with physicality before their skill caught up 
with them and their goaltender found his game. The Pens 
found themselves without their captain and lead offensive 
threat, Sidney Crosby; without top-pairing defender Brian 
Dumoulin; without top-six deadline addition Rickard Rakell; 
and with third-stringer Louis Domingue manning the cage. 

Amid the chaos of that roster turnstyle, New York stole two 
games back, keeping their season alive and putting the 
Penguins on the back foot. While Crosby, Rakell and starter 
Tristan Jarry all returned for the do-or-die Game 7, it wasn’t 
enough to slow the Rangers — particularly Zibanejad, who’d 
found his game once he was able to escape the matchup 
with Crosby, and kept it rolling after No. 87 returned by 
scoring a crucial tying goal late in the series finale. Artemi 
Panarin iced it in overtime, putting all three of the Rangers 
key offensive stars — Panarin, Zibanejad and Chris Kreider 
— on the board with goals in the most important game of 
their season. 

Hurricanes X-Factor: Antti Raanta 

As was the case with the Canes’ first-round battle, and as 
will likely be the case for this whole run, it all comes down to 
Raanta. Crucial to the Canes’ success this season, as they 
finished as division champs for the second straight year, was 
their ability to keep pucks out of the net. They were the 
league’s best in that regard, putting up a ridiculous +76 goal 
differential in the process as Raanta and starter Frederik 
Andersen won the William Jennings. But now Andersen is on 
the sidelines, and the team’s success will rise and fall with 
dutiful backup Raanta. He did all that was asked of him 
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through Round 1, putting up a dominant .927 save 
percentage in the six games he played (young Pyotr 
Kochetkov had to check in for one tilt after a collision forced 
Raanta to the sidelines too). If he can keep rolling, the Canes 
have enough dotted throughout the rest of their roster to 
push this run forward. But it all depends on No. 32. 

Rangers X-Factor: Mika Zibanejad 

If the Rangers faithful are looking for reason to worry 
heading into this second-round series — here’s one: In every 
game New York played against the Canes this season, the 
Rangers’ star sniper, Kreider, scored a goal. And in three of 
those contests, it wasn’t enough. While the Rangers have 
plenty of offensive talent up front and on the back end, the 
Canes finished well above them this season in overall 
offensive success — and, as a bonus, were the only team to 
finish with fewer goals-against per game. If the Rangers want 
to get to the third round, it’ll take more than Kreider. The 
good news, though, is that the Garden just watched 
Zibanejad come alive over the latter half of the team’s first-
round bout. No. 93’s always been one for scoring in 

bunches, and if he can keep putting pucks in the net through 
this next slate of games, that could be the difference. 

BROADCAST DETAILS 

Game 1: Wednesday, May 18, 7 p.m. (Sportsnet East, 
Ontario and Pacific) 

Game 2: Friday, May 20, 8 p.m. (Sportsnet East, Ontario and 
Pacific) 

Game 3: Sunday, May 22, 3:30 p.m. (Sportsnet and 
Sportsnet 360) 

Game 4: Tuesday, May 24, 7 p.m. (Sportsnet East, Ontario 
and Pacific) 

*Game 5: Thursday, May 26, TBD 

*Game 6: Saturday, May 28, TBD 

*Game 7: Monday, May 30, TBD 
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2022 NHL Playoffs: Second Round predictions 

By Sean Leahy  

The 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs are now down to eight teams 
after a First Round where all but two of the higher seeds 
advanced and we finished with a weekend that gave us five 
Game 7s. 

For the Second Round we have rematches of recent playoff 
series, plus the first postseason Battle of Alberta since 1991. 
Will the Panthers end the Lightning’s quest for a three-peat? 
Can the Rangers continue their magic? Is this the year the 
Avalanche finally reach the Western Conference Final? Will 
Brady Tkachuk find himself inside Rogers Place to root on 
brother Matthew? 

On to the Second Round predictions! 

SECOND ROUND – EASTERN CONFERENCE 

PANTHERS vs. LIGHTNING 

Adam: Lightning in 7. The Lightning are not the same team 
that they have been the past two seasons, but you are not 
going to get rid of them easily. They got through the First 
Round with Andrei Vasilevskiy looking human. He can be 
better, and I think he will be. If he is, I am still not sure how 
anybody beats them. I like their experience and goaltending 
over a Florida team that was probably very fortunate to get 
by Washington. 

Jake: Lightning in 7. Anyone who doubted the Lightning may 
be reconsidering how they view this team after Tampa rallied 
to eliminate Toronto. Simply put, it will take a supreme effort 
to knock out the Bolts, and while Brayden Point’s injury is 
cause for concern, I am still going to bet on this 
championship group to keep hopes of a three-peat alive. 

James: Lightning in 6. Here’s a take for you: while the 
Panthers were exposed at times last go-around with the 
Lightning, it also felt like their pace made Tampa Bay 
uncomfortable at times. If the Panthers can take advantage 
of their younger legs and make this a track meet, the three-
peat could go incomplete. There’s concern about all that 
mileage on the Bolts, but they just keep finding ways to get 
things done. 

Michael: Lightning in 6. The Lightning had a very tough 
matchup with the Maple Leafs and finally Andrei Vasilevskiy 
played like his old self in the last four periods of the season. 
The Lightning have too much experience and will prevail as 
Sergei Bobrovsky will have his troubles in net in Round 2. 

Sean: Panthers in 6. There’s room to improve here for the 
Cats, especially from Sergei Bobrovsky, who would like to 
further vanquish his postseason demons. It won’t be easy in 
this rematch from 2021. The Lightning know how to bounce 

back from defeats (17-0 since 2020!) and still have Andrei 
Vasilevskiy between the pipes. But Tampa Bay has played a 
lot of hockey over the last two seasons, and this series is the 
only one this round with a back-to-back scheduled. Is that an 
edge to Florida? We’ll see. There’s also a revenge factor 
here from the 2021 series to Carter Verhaeghe wanting to 
show his old team what they lost. 

HURRICANES vs. RANGERS 

Adam: Hurricanes in 5. The Rangers have their share of 
talent, and there is always the chance Igor Shesterkin can go 
on a heater at any moment and just steal some games, but I 
don’t see it happening here for the Rangers. They are going 
to have to play light years better in this round than they did in 
the First Round if they are going to have any chance of 
winning, because not only is Carolina younger and faster 
than Pittsburgh, the Rangers are also not going to be using 
an AHL goalie in this series. Carolina is the better team and 
the Rangers have some major defensive issues. 

Jake: Hurricanes in 6. This is an intriguing matchup – and 
not just because it’s the Tony DeAngelo Bowl. On one side, 
you have an incredibly balanced Hurricanes team, who excel 
at 5-on-5 play and smother you defensively. On the other 
side, you have a top-heavy Rangers squad who can seem 
outmatched at times, but because of their star players and 
world class goalie, can never be counted out. I’m going with 
Carolina just because the Rangers have too many holes in 
their game. New York had the benefit of facing a 3rd-string 
goalie for most of the Pittsburgh series and a superior team 
to the Penguins (which I believe the Hurricanes are) would 
have had no trouble closing the Rangers out after building up 
that 3-1 series lead. 

James: Hurricanes in 5. Perhaps the ramshackle Rangers’ 
defensive structure won’t be exposed as glaringly against a 
very different type of possession animal in the up-tempo, 
puck-chucking Hurricanes. But, seeing a banged-up 
Penguins team often dominate the Rangers (and negate 
some of the Igor Shesterkin edge) eased much doubt about 
this one. Then again, it’s hockey, and the Hurricanes get 
“goalie’d” about as often as the Penguins, so there’s room for 
an upset. 

Michael: Hurricanes in 7. While Shesterkin played well in 
Game 7, he really has not played up to his level since March 
10. The Hurricanes have home ice advantage and that will 
be major if it goes seven games. I like the Hurricanes depth 
at forward to carry them to the series win while Raanta has 
provided the team with excellent goaltending. 

Sean: Rangers in 6. We’ve yet to see regular season Igor 
Shesterkin in the playoffs and maybe that First Round debut 
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against the Penguins got his feet wet enough that now the 
Hurricanes could be in trouble. The Rangers did not quit 
versus Pittsburgh and while pushing a series to seven 
games could lead to some tired legs, how New York 
advanced is enough to supply further adrenaline and 
motivation against Carolina. 

SECOND ROUND – WESTERN CONFERENCE 

AVALANCHE vs. BLUES 

Adam: Avalanche in 5. My actual prediction for this series is 
pure chaos. Connor McDavid looks like a man on a mission 
this postseason and I think he is going to steal a couple of 
games. But the Flames have the coach, the defense, the 
depth, and the goalie to get the edge. 

Jake: Avalanche in 6. I do think the Blues can challenge the 
Avalanche, but ultimately I am going to ride with Colorado. 
They have been able to rest, have the best roster, and seem 
destined to finally break through. However, we’ll see how 
powerful the Curse of the Second Round is. 

James: Avalanche in 6. Gee, the Blues sure seem to be in a 
better place than last time these two teams met, when the 
Avalanche swept them like you’d shoo away a fly. Ryan 
O'Reilly is the sort of player who could slow down some of 
Colorado’s weapons, and the Blues have a versatile array of 
attackers. But the Avalanche are fresh, Cale Makar is at the 
height of his powers, and the Blues’ blueline personnel can 
keep up. 

Michael: Avalanche in 5. The Oilers will gain a lot of 
confidence from their first round win and have Connor 
McDavid carry them once again to victory over their 
provincial rivals. Calgary had trouble scoring against the 
Stars (Jake Oettinger was sensational) but it is tougher to 
score in the playoffs and that will be Calgary’s downfall. 

Sean: Avalanche in 6. We’re looking at a Blues team this 
year with better skill than year’s past. The breakthroughs of 
Jordan Kyrou and Robert Thomas helped them to a very 
good season and helped supplement an already solid 
offense. But the Avalanche are the Avalanche and they 
made quick work of the Predators in the First Round. Can 
Jordan Binnington slow them?I don’t think he can for very 
long, but just enough to make it a series. Colorado has 

learned the lessons of the past and what it takes to make a 
deep playoff run. It’s all there for them this season. 

FLAMES vs. OILERS 

Adam: Flames in 7. My actual prediction for this series is 
pure chaos. Connor McDavid looks like a man on a mission 
this postseason and I think he is going to steal a couple of 
games. But the Flames have the coach, the defense, the 
depth, and the goalie to get the edge. 

Jake: Flames in 6. The Oilers barely squeaked by the Kings, 
who were missing their best defenseman and 4th-leading 
scorer for the entire series. Now Leon Draisaitl is significantly 
hurt. Calgary should have the advantage here, particularly if 
Tyler Toffoli and Matthew Tkachuk – who ended slumps in 
Game 7 with their first goals of the postseason – can catch 
fire. 

James: Flames in 7. We were so, so close to being deprived 
of a Battle of Alberta, but we’re getting a delicious one. The 
Flames combine the possession mastery of the Kings (which 
gave the Oilers fits) with high-end talent that can finish those 
plays far more often. The Oilers have the highest of high-end 
talent in Connor McDavid, but a more complete Calgary 
team takes this. 

Michael: Oilers in 6. The Oilers will gain a lot of confidence 
from their first round win and have Connor McDavid carry 
them once again to victory over their provincial rivals. 
Calgary had trouble scoring against the Stars (Jake 
Oettinger was sensational) but it is tougher to score in the 
playoffs and that will be Calgary’s downfall. 

Sean: Flames in 6. Hard to believe between all the playoff 
format changes this is the first Battle of Alberta playoff series 
in 31 years. We’re going to get some very physical games, 
probably a suspension or three, and some star power 
between McDavid Gaudreau, Lindholm, Markstrom, Draisaitl, 
and the rest. While Mike Smith has been on a run of late, I 
can’t see him out-dueling Markstrom over the course of the 
series, and I think that will be a huge factor. The Flames got 
goalie’d by Jake Oettinger in the First Round and I don’t see 
that happening again here. 
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By Adam Gretz  

In this week’s edition of the NHL Power Rankings we start 
getting you ready for the Second Round of the 2022 Stanley 
Cup Playoffs by looking ahead to some of the top storylines 
that will be playing out. 

We have rivalries, rematches, and teams looking to break 
through to the Conference Finals, as well as Tampa Bay 
looking to continue its quest for a third consecutive 
championship. 

Which storylines are we looking forward to? 

To this week’s NHL Power Rankings! 

1. Florida rivalry renewed. It may not get the respect of other 
long-time NHL rivalries because they are “non-traditional 
markets,” but make no mistake here: Tampa Bay and Florida 
is as intense as it gets, especially now that both teams are 
legitimate Stanley Cup contenders. It is so good, and 
featuring two teams of such high quality, that it gets the top 
spot here. Yes, even over the Battle Of Alberta. Their playoff 
matchup a year ago was absolute mayhem and the Panthers 
would love nothing more than to break through to the 
Eastern Conference Final by ending Tampa Bay’s three-peat 
bid. 

2. The Battle Of Alberta. When the NHL implemented its 
divisional playoff format this is probably the type of matchup 
they had in mind. Edmonton and Calgary will be meeting in 
the playoffs for the first time since 1991 and a trip to the 
Western Conference Final is on the line. It will be chaotic, 
heated, hateful, and hopefully awesome. There will not be a 
better atmosphere than these two buildings. 

3. Colorado looking to break through the Second Round 
wall. The Avalanche have been one of the league’s best 
teams for four years now and odds on Cup favorites for the 
past three. They keep running into a wall in the Second 
Round, having lost here three years in a row. Eventually 
teams like this start to feel heat and additional pressure if 
they can not take the next step, and Colorado is now at that 
point. Not saying they have to win the Cup, but losing in the 
Second Round again with this roster would feel like a 
massive disappointment. 

4. Will Tampa Bay’s three-peat run continue? Speaking of 
the Second Round, this is where teams looking for a three-
peat tend to run into their own wall. Four of the past five 
back-to-back Cup winners have lost in this round in year 
three of their attempt (the fifth lost in the First Round). 
Tampa Bay did not look like itself late in the regular season 
and was probably fortunate to get through Toronto in the 
First Round, and now they get the Presidents’ Trophy 
winners in the Second Round. 

5. Will the goal scoring surge continue? This was a big 
question going into the First Round. The 2021-22 regular 
season was one of the highest scoring years in recent NHL 
history, and there is always concern as to what will happen 
once we get to the playoffs. That surge seemed to continue 
through the First Round as we seem to be at the threshold of 
a more skilled, offense-based league. That is a good thing. 

6. The Makar and McDavid show. They are not going head-
to-head (yet) but Connor McDavid and Cale Makar were by 
far the most dominant players in the opening round. McDavid 
put the Oilers on his back and carried them over the Kings, 
while Makar spent four games absolutely dominating 
Nashville. It would be fantastic to see these two play against 
each other in a Western Conference Final. The two most 
exciting players in the sport right now. 

7. The Rangers and Tony DeAngelo. You are going to hear a 
lot about it. DeAngelo wore out his welcome with another 
team for many reasons, with an altercation with backup 
goalie Alexandar Georgiev being the final straw. DeAngelo 
has played well in Carolina this season, but had some 
meltdowns in the First Round against Boston and is still a 
consistent source of drama. Now he has to play against his 
former team in the playoffs. 

8. Will Igor Shesterkin play better, and will the Rangers play 
better in front of him? The Rangers should be feeling very 
fortunate to still be playing hockey this season. Not only did 
Igor Shesterkin struggle in their First Round series against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, but the team in front of him was 
mostly lousy during 5-on-5 play and defensively. Shesterkin 
has another level he can get to (we saw it all season), but 
whether or not the Rangers have another level remains to be 
seen. They are going to have to find it against a much better 
team that will not be playing a third-string goalie. 

9. Brayden Point‘s health. This is going to be significant for 
Tampa Bay. He has dealt with injuries this season and 
suffered an ugly looking injury early in Game 7 against 
Toronto. He is “highly doubtful” for Game 1, according to 
head coach Jon Cooper. He is one of the Lightning’s best 
players and a consistent playoff performer. Beating Florida 
without him would seem to be a challenge. 

10. The Blues goaltending. Ville Husso took over the starting 
job in the second half of the season, and then lost it after 
struggling early against Minnesota with Jordan Binnington 
taking over again. It is probably a fair assumption that 
Binnington starts the series against Colorado, but which 
version of him will they get? The one that played well enough 
to get them through the Wild, or the one that has badly 
struggled in his past couple of postseasons (and this 
season)? Given the opponent and the current state of the 
Blues’ defense they might need a herculean effort from 
Binnington to get through this series. Or even have a chance 
of winning. 
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Stanley Cup Playoff Preview: Who Will Prevail in Round 2 

By Adam Proteau 

The first round of the NHL’s Stanley Cup playoffs is now 
history, and it was a thrilling opening round indeed, with five 
Games 7 and an overall highly-competitive product. Now, 
we’re on to Round Two, and there should be no shortage of 
excitement.  

In the first round, this writer’s predictions went six-for-eight. 
Not shabby. Now, let’s try and do at least as well in the 
second round: 

Florida vs. Tampa Bay 

The Winner: Florida, in six games 

The Why: The battle of the sunshine state promises to be a 
fast-tempo, highly-skilled affair, with the Panthers aiming to 
make it to the Eastern Final for the first time since 1995-96, 
and only the second time in franchise history, and the 
Lightning coming off a tough battle against Toronto and still 
seeking to win their third consecutive Cup. Star Bolts goalie 
Andrei Vasilevskiy did not look like himself in Round One 
until the overtime portion of Game 6 against the Leafs, but in 
Game 7, he definitely looked more confident and was one of 
the chief reasons Tampa sent Toronto home. 

The Panthers, on the other hand, got a scare from 
Washington in the first round, before their abundance of 
talent took over and eliminated the Capitals. They’re as 
deep, if not deeper than the Lightning, and they can play any 
way their opponent chooses to. Florida needs a better 
showing from goalie Sergei Bobrovsky to dispose of Tampa 
Bay, but Bobrovsky will have help from the Panthers’ 
defense corps. It won’t be easy, but Florida does have the 
horses to ride past the Bolts and eliminate the defending 
champs. 

Carolina vs. New York Rangers 

The Winner: Carolina, in seven games 

The Why: Both the Hurricanes and Bruins needed a seventh 
game to win their first-round series, and this showdown has 
the potential to be another drawn-out battle. Even if the 
Hurricanes get back starting goaltender Frederik Andersen 
from the injured reserve, you’d have to give the goaltending 
edge to the Rangers and Hart Trophy finalist Igor Shesterkin.  

Carolina’s group of defensemen has a slight edge over the 
Blueshirts’ D-men, and it’s pretty much even between their 
groups of forwards. This is another series that should go the 
full seven games. 

In the end, I like the Hurricanes because of their speed, 
defensive depth and coaching. Carolina bench boss Rod 
Brind’Amour almost always has his players ready to compete 
at the start of games, and I think that gives the Canes a 
slight difference in the big picture. 

Colorado Avalanche vs. St. Louis Blues 

The Winner: Colorado, in six games 

The Why: The Avalanche steamrolled the Nashville 
Predators in a Round One sweep, and although the Blues, 
who upset the slightly-more-favored Minnesota Wild in the 
first round, are going to make it more difficult for Colorado in 
Round Two, the Avs simply have too much talent for St. 
Louis to overcome.  

This is not to suggest the Blues can’t make it a seven-game 
series, get a couple lucky bounces in Game 7, and shock the 
Avalanche to complete the upset. The only way that happens 
is if St. Louis gets standout performances in net from Jordan 
Binnington, clutch goals from experienced vets including 
winger David Perron, and the Blues’ defense stymies the 
Avs’ waves of offensive dynamos long enough to take the 
lead and hold it. 

I think St. Louis can do all of those things, but not all at once. 
That may leave the Avs all the opening they need to exploit it 
and move on to the Western Conference Final. The depth of 
talent and determination from Colorado is, on paper, more 
than any other second-round team. It will be all St. Louis can 
do to keep pace with them.  

Calgary Flames vs. Edmonton Oilers 

The Winner: Calgary, in five games 

The Why: At long last, the Battle of Alberta has become a 
reality. Both teams were nearly eliminated in the first time, 
both needed seven games to stay alive in the post-season. 
This time around, it could be a battle of goaltenders, with 
Flames star Jacob Markstrom having a clear advantage over 
Oilers counterpart Mike Smith. 

Otherwise, the two Albertan teams match up closely, and 
although superstars Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid are 
the two most talented individuals in the series, there won’t be 
any blowouts, and Calgary’s top line will present much 
trouble for Edmonton’s back end. If Calgary comes out of the 
gate strong, head coach Darryl Sutter will have the killer 
instinct installed in his team and they ought to be able to 
close out the Oilers relatively quickly. Going to be a lot of 
emotion in this series, though - maybe the most emotion of 
any series that will be played this spring and summer. 
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Second-Round Preview: Special Teams 

By Alec Sawyer   

After each team won a contentious first-round series in game 
seven, the Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers are 
getting set to faceoff in the second round with a trip to the 
Eastern Conference Finals on the line.  

Things will get underway Wednesday night in PNC Arena, as 
the Canes will once again have the home-ice advantage 
looking to improve on their perfect 4-0 playoff start in 
Raleigh.  

As is always the case, special teams will play a huge role in 
this second-round series. The Hurricanes had some special 
teams issues in the first round, particularly on the road in 
Boston, while the Rangers scored on the power play in five 
of seven games in the first round including Artemi Panarin’s 
game-seven overtime winner.  

So, let’s take a look at home the Rangers and the Canes 
matchup when someone is in the box: 

Carolina Hurricanes 

Overview 

I took a deep dive on the Hurricanes’ regular season special 
teams play here before the first round, so take a look back at 
that and we’ll focus on what went right, and what didn’t, for 
the Canes in seven games against the Bruins in this piece.  

On the power play, the Hurricanes had a pretty rough series 
against Boston. Carolina went 5 for 36 with the man 
advantage (14%), going just 1 for 16 with the man advantage 
in the three games played in Boston.  

On the penalty kill, the Canes had a 79% conversion rate as 
Boston was able to score some critical power-play goals 
throughout the series. Again, it was a day and night 
difference on the road for the Hurricanes, as five of Boston’s 
six power-play goals came in TD Garden.  

Power Play 

The Hurricanes’ power play had a series to forget in round 
one, taking away any real hope of a win in Boston during the 
three games on the road.  

After going 2 for 12 with the man advantage in games one 
and two at home, the Canes went to Boston and went 0 for 
10 in games three and four. After scoring two on the power 
play at home in a big game five win, the Canes went to 
Boston and went 1 for 6 in game six with the one coming in 
the final minutes of an already decided game.  

The Canes had some 5-on-3s that they couldn’t do anything 
with during the series as well, and they even let up a 
shorthanded goal in game three in Boston.  

The power play has got to be better, something the Canes 
said after all three losses in the first round. When on the road 
in the playoffs, every power-play opportunity is a chance to 
steal some momentum. The Canes simply couldn’t do that in 
the first round.  

So, what’s the issue? Well, a lot. It’s hard to pinpoint one 
thing, but some opportunities have been squandered due to 
too much passing. Others simply never got going.  

DeAngelo and Slavin, the two QBs, were involved in all five 
goals the Hurricanes’ scored on the power play in the first 
round, but the volume of contribution from them (and 
everyone, really) wasn’t where it needed to be.  

The Canes’ power play is frustrating because when it has a 
good outing, it’s a testament to the talent and ability the units 
have. It makes sense that this team should be good on the 
power play, and it really can be. But inconsistency is killing it.  

Rod Brind’Amour did a little bit of moving things around in 
the first round, bumping Seth Jarvis to PP1 a little bit with 
Andrei Svechnikov falling back. Svechnikov did score the 
lone PPG in Boston, though.  

Penalty Kill 

The Canes’ penalty kill, while maybe not quite as good as it 
was in the regular season, was actually fine in the first round. 

While Boston did score six times with the man advantage, 
four of those came in games three and four where the Bruins 
had 14 combined power plays.  

As a whole, the Canes PK did its job. It nearly killed off a 
long 5-on-3 and did kill off another 5-on-3 at one point, and 
the issue in Boston was less about the penalty kill itself and 
much moreso about the incredible amount of penalties the 
Canes took. When you give a playoff team nine power plays 
in one game, its probably going to score a couple.  

New York Rangers 

Overview 

The New York Rangers were a very, very good special 
teams squad during the regular season, one of just four 
teams in the NHL to have a top-10 power play and penalty 
kill and one of just two teams (St. Louis) to be in the top 
seven in both.  

At 25.2% on the power play, the Rangers were the fourth 
best team in the NHL with an extra man despite having the 
fourth fewest power-play opportunities of any team in the 
league. At an 82.3% kill rate, the Rangers were seventh in 
the NHL while also being the eighth-most penalized team in 
the league.  

Power Play 
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One of the biggest reasons for New York’s power-play 
success over the course of the regular season was the 
unfathomable rise of Chris Kreider, who scored 26 of his 52 
goals during the regular season on the PP.  

The top unit for the Rangers has consisted mostly of Kreider, 
Panarin, Ryan Strome, Mika Zibanejad and is run by Adam 
Fox, one of if not the best offensive defensemen in the NHL.  

That group scored a ridiculous 51 of New York’s 56 power-
play goals in the regular season, as a rotating second unit 
really didn’t play much of a factor as PP1 simply dominated 
other teams.  

In their first-round series against the Penguins, the Rangers 
power play went 6 for 19 (32%) and scored a goal in five of 
seven games. The Rangers tallied twice on the PP on the 
road in a must-win game six, and then Panarin bagged the 
overtime winner in game seven on the man advantage.  

Of those six power-play goals, Panarin, Kreider, Fox, 
Zibanejad and Strome all had one goal, while Filip Chytil did 
contribute one for the second unit.  

The star-studded PP1 for the Rangers is a force to be 
reckoned with, that much is for sure.  

Penalty Kill 

The Rangers penalty kill is also pretty solid, finishing seventh 
in the NHL in the regular season while killing off greater than 
82% of their penalties.  

Barclay Goodrow, Zibanejad and Kreider were the most 
active forwards on New York’s penalty kill, while Tyler Motte 
and Kevin Rooney also did a ton of the work.  

In the first round against the Penguins, Pittsburgh went 6 for 
23 on the power play as New York posted a kill % of 74%.  

When it mattered at the end, the Penguins actually did some 
good things against New York’s penalty kill, as Pittsburgh 
scored two of its game seven goals with the extra man. 
Danton Heinen tied the game at 1-1 in the first period on the 
power play, while Jake Guentzel made it 2-1 Pittsburgh in 
the second.  

The Matchup 

Thanks mostly to its suffocating penalty kill, the Hurricanes 
have had the clear-cut special teams advantage most of the 
season.  

However, that edge probably goes to the Rangers as the two 
teams head into this series, as New York’s above-average 
penalty kill holds a big edge on the Canes’ mediocre power 
play while the Rangers exceptional power play will be 
enough to at least challenge Carolina’s league-best penalty 
kill.  

In the regular season, New York went 2 for 12 on the power 
play in four games against the Hurricanes. The Canes went 
2 for 9.  

It was a bit of a weird special teams season in the series 
between the two though, as all four power play goals scored 
between the two came in a 6-3 Carolina win on Jan. 21. In 
the other three games against each other, New York and 
Carolina combined to go 0 for 16 on the power play.  

As the Canes and Rangers head into this series, the special 
teams battle is simple. Will the Canes’ dominant penalty kill 
be able to keep New York’s dangerous power play in check, 
and will Carolina’s sputtering power play be able to do 
anything against a relatively good penalty kill from the 
Rangers? 
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Wolves sweep Rockford, advance to Central Division Finals 

By Sarah A 

By The Numbers 

Record: 3-0 

Goals/Game: 4.67 

Goals Against/Game: 1.33 

Shots/Game: 42.33 

Shots Against/Game: 22.00 

Power Play % (Rank): 26.7 (T-6th) 

Penalty Kill % (Rank): 85.7% (T-4th) 

Leading Scorer (Overall): Andrew Poturalski (5) 

Most Goals: Jack Drury, Stefan Noesen, CJ Smith (2) 

Most Assists: Joey Keane, Andrew Poturalski (4) 

Next Game: Saturday, May 21, vs. Milwaukee 

(stats as of May 16, 2022)  

Central Division Semifinals, Game 1: Wolves 6, IceHogs 2 

The Chicago Wolves won only four of their 12 regular season 
meetings with the Rockford IceHogs, and saw four games 
need a shootout to be decided, setting a stage for the 
Central Division powerhouse to meet up with a scrappy 
underdog who gave them unexpected troubles this season.  

In game one, however, the Wolves set the tone for the series 
and never looked back. Rockford scored the first goal at 6:16 
in the first period, despite being outshot 9-1 up to that point. 
Lukas Reichel, a main driver of any offense for the IceHogs, 
picked off a Wolves pass in the neutral zone and scored on a 
breakaway.  

Despite the early goal against, the Wolves kept up the 
pressure, overall outshooting the IceHogs 18-6 in the first. A 
pair of goals in the final minute of the period gave the Wolves 
the lead. First, defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald scored on a 
one-timer. About 45 seconds later, Andrew Poturalski and 
Stefan Noesen teamed up for their first points of the playoffs. 
Poturalski found Noesen, who had been left alone at the goal 
line. Noesen did what he’s done all season long and put the 
puck in the net to give the Wolves the lead. 

This is #StefNation. pic.twitter.com/Z60bmFgaEF 

— z - Chicago Wolves (@Chicago_Wolves) May 13, 2022  

The Wolves’ domination continued into the second period, 
where the Wolves scored three more times over a 10-minute 
span of time. Jamieson Rees continued to show his on-ice 
awareness by intercepting a Rockford clearing attempt. He 
found Stelio Mattheos, who scored to give the Wolves a 3-1 
lead. 

THAT'S A STELLY CELLY!! #WeAreChicagosTeam 
pic.twitter.com/1RNKyoeZhM 

— z - Chicago Wolves (@Chicago_Wolves) May 13, 2022  

Jack Drury recorded his first AHL playoff goal on the power 
play after redirecting a shot from Joey Keane. And David 

Gust pushed the score to 5-1 when he escaped from the 
penalty box and got free on a breakaway thanks to a smart 
play from CJ Smith. IceHogs goalie Arvid Soderblom 
knocked away Gust’s first shot, but Gust showed off some 
stellar hand-eye coordination by batting in the rebound mid-
air. 

Stefan Noesen capped off scoring for the Wolves just 36 
seconds into the third period. He showed off his strength and 
determination by scoring essentially from his knees. He had 
dropped down to wrestle a puck away from an IceHogs 
defenseman; after gaining control of the puck, Noesen 
managed to slide it in past Soderblom.  

Scoring: Stefan Noesen, 2 G, 1 A; David Gust, 1 G, 1 A; 
Stelio Mattheos, 1 G; Jack Drury, 1 G; Cavan Fitzgerald, 1 
G; Andrew Poturalski, 2 A; Joey Keane, 2 A; CJ Smith, 1 A; 
Josh Leivo, 1 A; Jamieson Rees, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 18 of 20, 0.900 sv%  

Central Division Semifinals, Game 2: Wolves 4, IceHogs 1 

If a six-goal opening game wasn’t dominant enough, how 
about a period in which the opponent only got one shot on 
goal? That was the story of the first period of game two, 
where the Wolves allowed only one shot, which came from 
IceHogs forward Andrei Altybarmakian, 14:01 into the period. 
The single shot against set a new franchise record for fewest 
shots against in a playoff game. 

Despite the 20-1 shot advantage, the Wolves came out of 
the first period with only a 2-0 lead, thanks to an outstanding 
performance by Arvid Soderblom. Both Wolves first period 
goals came in a two-minute span towards the end of the 
period. 

First, Josh Leivo picked up a puck after Jack Drury won a 
faceoff; Leivo’s first shot was stopped, but his second went 
in. The Wolves’ second goal came off of an excellent passing 
play from Andrew Poturalski and Josh Jacobs. Jacobs sent a 
backhand pass to CJ Smith, who scored on the one-timer for 
his first goal of the playoffs.  

Rockford came out much stronger in the second period. 
They also spent significant time on the power play, as the 
Wolves took four penalties in that frame (plus one set of 
matching penalties for both teams). In their first two power 
plays, the IceHogs recorded one shot on each advantage.  

Despite the ice tilting slightly towards the visitors, the Wolves 
took advantage of another faceoff win from Jack Drury. 
Forward Max Lajoie picked up the loose puck this time and 
scored to give the Wolves a 3-0 lead. 

Chicago’s penalty kill finally surrendered their first goal of the 
playoffs towards the end of the period. Goalie Arvid 
Soderblom set up the play, passing the puck up to Alec 
Regula, who made an end-to-end play, evading Max Lajoie 
en route, and going one-on-one with Alex Lyon.  

The Wolves shut down absolutely all attempted offense from 
Rockford in the third period, as the IceHogs recorded just 
five shots on goal in comparison to 18 from the Wolves. The 
team capped off their strong performance with a late goal 
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from Vasili Ponomarev. Soderblom made an initial stop on a 
puck, which popped up over his pad, trickled through the 
crease, and stayed out. The Wolves stayed on the play 
though, with Ponomarev making a pass from along the goal 
line that was intended for Jamieson Rees. It never got to its 
destination, however, as it bounced off of an IceHogs skate 
and got past Soderblom. 

Vasili Ponomarev scores off Jakub Galvas to reinstate the 
Wolves' three-goal lead. #CHIvsRFD 
pic.twitter.com/ovijuSFuIC 

— Greg Boysen (@GregBoysen) May 15, 2022  

The Wolves walked away with the win after a dominant 
performance. With the team on the brink of sweeping the 
IceHogs and advancing to the next round, team captain 
Andrew Poturalski talked about the team’s focus, especially 
facing a team that had given them trouble in the regular 
season: “We had a great almost two weeks off there and we 
just focused on ourselves. We didn’t try to get caught up too 
much in what they were doing or any outside noise. We just 
focused on us.” 

As someone who has gone the distance previously, winning 
the Calder Cup with the Charlotte Checkers, Poturalski is 
familiar with the type of leadership it takes to get a team 
through the playoffs. “We’ve been through it, so we could 
help these younger guys out,” he said. “But they’ve done a 
great job here. These first two games, no one’s looked out of 
place at all, everybody’s ready. Those are two solid team 
wins and we just got to keep going and keep doing what 
we’re doing.” 

Ryan Warsofsky talked about the difference between the 
team’s regular season performance and playoff performance 
against the IceHogs: “I think we’re just a little bit more 
determined. The regular season is a regular season, the 
playoffs are the playoffs. It’s intense. It’s a lot to play for and 
our guys showed up both nights. Our starts are crucial, and I 
think it’ll be crucial again tomorrow.” 

He was also pleased with the contributions from players 
deeper in the lineup like Ponomarev and Rees. “I know 
they’re playing limited minutes there so anytime you can chip 
in offensively, it’s a bonus. Smallman’s been unbelievable all 
year, solidifies our third line there with Panik and Gunler. [...] 
Every guy is being really selfless and understanding what’s 
at stake.”  

Scoring: Max Lajoie, 1 G; CJ Smith, 1 G; Josh Leivo, 1 G; 
Vasili Ponomarev, 1 G; Jack Drury, 2 A; Andrew Poturalski, 1 
A; Josh Jacobs, 1 A; Stelio Mattheos, 1 A; Joey Keane, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 15 of 16, 0.938 sv%  

Central Division Semifinals, Game 3: Wolves 4, IceHogs 1 

Game three saw a very determined Rockford team right out 
of the gate. They were physical and spent more time with the 
puck, though it didn’t necessarily translate to success. The 
IceHogs had two shots in just over the first two minutes of 
play, but then didn’t record another shot until the halfway 
mark of the first period. All three periods saw a good number 
of penalties called, with several instances of matching minors 
given the physicality on both sides.  

Despite the early attempts at a push from Rockford, 
however, the Wolves scored first. Forward Ivan Lodnia, back 
in the lineup after being a healthy scratch for the first two 
games, picked up a pass from Spencer Smallman and 
flipped a backhand shot in past Arvid Soderblom.  

PICK A SPOT! #CHIvsRFD pic.twitter.com/9L1Ms30JMS 

— z - Chicago Wolves (@Chicago_Wolves) May 15, 2022  

The Wolves’ penalty kill excelled in the first period. The 
Wolves took three straight penalties at the end of the first 
period, but the IceHogs recorded just two shots on goal.  

Rockford had a very strong second period, outshooting the 
Wolves 14-9 and generally displaying the kind of physicality 
and drive for the puck that led them to success in the regular 
season. Alex Lyon was outstanding, however, stopping all of 
the shots that he faced in the period. 

The Wolves capitalized towards the end of the second period 
to make the score 2-0 thanks to CJ Smith. The veteran 
forward exchanged the puck with Richard Panik, ultimately 
getting it back to score his second goal of the playoffs.  

SMITTYYYYYY #CHIvsRFD pic.twitter.com/8ixZhyX2GR 

— z - Chicago Wolves (@Chicago_Wolves) May 15, 2022  

The IceHogs still perhaps had hope heading into the third 
period, but Jack Drury scored just 1:12 into the third period 
on the power play, giving Rockford an even tougher road to 
climb to tie the game. Drury’s goal was a redirect of a Joey 
Keane shot and was his second goal of the playoffs.  

CAPTAIN AMERICA!!!#WeAreChicagosTeam 
pic.twitter.com/kqlgkxUsIU 

— z - Chicago Wolves (@Chicago_Wolves) May 15, 2022  

While the IceHogs picked up a goal mid-way through the 
third period, the outcome of this game was never really in 
doubt. Andrew Poturalski added a fourth goal with just 
around four minutes left, putting the game out of reach. 
Goaltender Alex Lyon stood tall through a last minute flurry 
of shots to preserve the Wolves lead.  

That's it for the game and the series. Wolves win and head 
to Milwaukee. pic.twitter.com/LjMDYvMJPO 

— Sarah Avampato (@WriteSaidSarah) May 15, 2022  

Ryan Warsofsky was complimentary of Lyon’s performance, 
especially given all of the goaltenders the Wolves have 
cycled through this year: “He was outstanding tonight. You 
could tell he was locked in early. He made some big saves, 
including a breakaway on [Lukas] Reichel. You can just tell 
he’s a pro. He’s got a plan of how he wants to attack it and 
he executes it. Big, big kudos to him.” 

The Wolves managing to overcome the adversity of so many 
penalty kills was also something Warsofsky touched on. “We 
talked about, we’re going to be in situations through this 
adventure that we’re on and that things aren’t going to go our 
way. Emotions are going to run high, we’re gonna have 
some penalty kills in a row, it’s just gonna happen,” he said. 
“I remember back when coaching in Charlotte, when we 
were on that run, we I think had 11 PKs in Toronto. So, we’re 
gonna go through situations in a game that you have to stick 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 17, 2022 

 

together and I thought the guys have done a great job of 
that.” 

The Wolves will face their other regional nemesis, the 
Milwaukee Admirals, in the Central Division Finals. That 
series kicks off on Saturday at home. Look for a series 
preview later this week as the Wolves prepare to take on 
some familiar faces.  

Scoring: Andrew Poturalski, 1 G, 1 A; CJ Smith, 1 G; Jack 
Drury, 1 G; Ivan Lodnia, 1 G; Richard Panik, 2 A; Josh Leivo, 
1 A; Joey Keane, 1 A; Spencer Smallman, 1 A; Stefan 
Noesen, 1 A; David Gust, 1 A 

In net: Alex Lyon, saved 29 of 30, 0.967 sv%  
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Milwaukee: The Wolves’ OG rival 

IT’S MiLWAUKEE: THE WOLVES’ ORIGINAL RiVAL 

If we’re being logical for a moment, it’s fair to say the 
Rockford IceHogs have developed into the Chicago Wolves’ 
fiercest rival. Not only is Rockford’s rink closest in proximity 
to Allstate Arena, the IceHogs’ affiliation with the Chicago 
Blackhawks adds extra emotional punch to the Chicago-
Rockford rivalry. 

But the Wolves and IceHogs didn’t start battling until 2007. 
By that time, Chicago Wolves fans and Milwaukee Admirals 
fans were 13 years deep into their disdain for each other’s 
teams. The rivalry between these franchises located just 80 
miles apart started as soon as the Wolves were born in 1994 
and has not dissipated. 

Since the Wolves and Admirals started clashing in the 
International Hockey League on Oct. 15, 1994, they have 
faced each other more than any other franchise — in both 
regular season and the playoffs. While Milwaukee boasts a 
slight edge in the teams’ 293 regular-season meetings (149-
144), Chicago has dominated the six postseason series. The 
Wolves have taken 22 of the 34 games and five of the six 
series. 

But when the Wolves and the Admirals open their best-of-5 
Central Division Finals at 7 p.m. Saturday at Allstate Arena, it 
will mark their first postseason meeting since the Wolves 
claimed the 2010 West Division Semifinals in seven games. 

While it has been a long time since these franchises met in 
the playoffs, this year’s teams are more familiar with each 
other than any other two AHL foes. Not only did the Wolves 
and Admirals play 14 times this season — the Wolves going 
9-4-0-1 — both coaching staffs and 17 players banded 
together to make the most of the shortened 2021 season that 
ended with a Wolves’ Central Division title. 

When the Wolves played their 33 games last season, 
Milwaukee head coach Karl Taylor joined Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky and Wolves assistants Patrick Dwyer 
and Bob Nardella behind the Chicago bench. For most 
games, the Wolves’ 18 skaters were split evenly between 
Carolina prospects (the Wolves’ NHL partner) and Nashville 
prospects (Milwaukee’s usual NHL partner, but not last year 
because the Admirals did not compete due to COVID 
concerns). 

For example, last year’s Opening Night lineup featured nine 
players you will find on this year’s postseason rosters: 
Chicago’s Cavan Fitzgerald, Joey Keane, Stelio Mattheos, 
Jamieson Rees and Ryan Suzuki and Milwaukee’s Jeremy 

Davies, Josh Healey, Tommy Novak and Cole Smith. These 
nine and eight others — Chicago’s David Cotton, David 
Gust, Max Lajoie and Spencer Smallman and Milwaukee’s 
Marc Del Gaizo and Luke Evangelista and goaltenders 
Connor Ingram and Devin Cooley — mixed and matched in 
the lineup all season. 

As an added Wolves-Admirals connection, Milwaukee top-
line center Cody Glass played a crucial role in the Wolves’ 
run to the 2019 Calder Cup Finals. Then a 20-year-old 
rookie, Glass shared the team’s postseason scoring lead 
with 7 goals and 8 assists — including game-winning 
overtime goals in Game 1 of the Central Division Finals 
against Iowa and Game 1 of the Western Conference Finals 
against San Diego. 

CALDER CUP UPDATE 

The winner of the Chicago-Milwaukee series will meet the 
winner of the Pacific Division Finals (pitting top-seeded 
Stockton vs. third-seeded Colorado) in the best-of-7 Western 
Conference Finals. The Heat and the Eagles open their best-
of-5 series Monday, May 23, in California as Stockton hosts 
the first two before the scene shifts to Loveland, Colorado. 

To keep track of all the latest playoff news for the Wolves 
and the AHL and to purchase Central Division Finals tickets, 
click here. 

JOIN THE WOLVES ON ARMED FORCES DAY 

Armed Forces Day is Saturday, May 21, and the Wolves are 
proud to offer tickets to Game 1 of the Central Division Finals 
to members of the military. To register for up to 4 tickets to 
Saturday’s game, please visit this page. 

TOP LINE 

ALEX LYON 

After playing just one game over the final two weeks of the 
regular season while healing from an injury, the veteran 
goaltender stacked up three terrific performances in a 72-
hour period to backstop Chicago to the Central Division 
Semifinals sweep over Rockford. Lyon finished with a 1.34 
goals-against average and a .940 save percentage while 
fashioning a 3-0 record. 

ANDREW POTURALSKI 

The Wolves featured a balanced attack during the Central 
Division Semifinals as 11 players scored goals and 16 
skaters contributed points, but it was the Wolves captain who 
led the way in points with 1 goal and 4 assists. Poturalski 
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started strongly as he set up Stefan Noesen twice in Game 
1, then put a bow on the series with his clinching power-play 
goal late in Game 3. 

JOEY KEANE 

One of three Wolves to make their professional postseason 
debut in the Central Division Semifinals, this Evanston-born 
and Homer Glen-raised defenseman led everyone in the 
series with his +5 plus/minus rating. The 22-year-old Keane 
tied Andrew Poturalski for the series lead with 4 assists as 
he earned at least 1 point in each of the Wolves’ wins. 

REWIND (3-0-0-0) 

SUNDAY, MAY 15: CHICAGO 4, (AT) ROCKFORD 1 

 Rookie Ivan Lodnia scored 2:27 into Game 3, then 
the penalty-kill units stopped four straight Rockford 
power plays before the offense wrapped up the 
Wolves’ first playoffs sweep since 2007. 

 Forwards CJ Smith, Jack Drury and Andrew 
Poturalski also scored goals while Richard Panik 
assisted on the Wolves’ first two markers on the 
way to a 3-0 lead early in the third period. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon rejected 29 shots to register 
his third win in a 72-hour span. 

SATURDAY, MAY 14: (AT) CHICAGO 4, ROCKFORD 1 

 The Wolves outshot the IceHogs 20-1 in the first 
period — scoring on their final two shots of the 
frame — to set the tone for a resounding Game 2 
victory at Allstate Arena. 

 Forwards Josh Leivo, CJ Smith and Vasili 
Ponomarev and defenseman Max Lajoie scored 
goals while Jack Drury handed out two assists as 
the Wolves finished with a 49-16 shot advantage. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon posted 15 saves to pick up 
the win. 

THURSDAY, MAY 12: (AT) CHICAGO 6, ROCKFORD 2 

 After spotting Rockford a 1-0 lead, the Wolves 
scored twice in the final minute of the first period 
and three more times in the second to roll to the 
convincing win in Game 1 of the best-of-5 series. 

 First All-Star Team forward Stefan Noesen led the 
way with 2 goals and 1 assist while forwards Stelio 
Mattheos, Jack Drury and David Gust and 
defenseman Cavan Fitzgerald also scored. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon stopped 18 of 20 shots to 
earn the win. 

THE CENTRAL DIVISION FINALS SCHEDULE 

 DATE SITE TIME TICKETS 

Game 
1 

Saturday, 
May 21 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 p.m. Game 1 

Game 
2 

Sunday, May 
22 

Allstate 
Arena 

3 p.m. Game 2 

Game 
3 

Wednesday, 
May 25 

Panther 
Arena 

7 p.m.  

Game 
4* 

Friday, May 
27 

Panther 
Arena 

7 p.m.  

Game 
5* 

Sunday, May 
29 

Allstate 
Arena 

3 p.m. 
Game 5 (if 
necessary) 

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 
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Everything Rangers fans must know about Hurricanes  

By Zach Braziller  

5 Things to know about the Hurricanes  

1. The Hurricanes set franchise records in points (116) and 
wins (54) en route to the Metropolitan Division crown this 
season. Those marks surpassed the 2005-06 team, which 
racked up 112 points and 52 victories. That group won the 
Stanley Cup. The only team in the Eastern Conference with 
more points this year was the Panthers, who had 122.  

2. Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce grew up in Tarrytown, 
N.Y., the next town over from the Rangers’ practice facility in 
Greenburgh. Pesce, 27, attended Irvington High School and 
played on the joint Irvington-Sleepy Hollow hockey team and 
with the New Jersey Hitmen of the Eastern Junior Hockey 
League. He had 28 points (seven goals and 21 assists) and 
a plus-five rating this season. 

3. As a player, Rod Brind’Amour led the Hurricanes to their 
lone Stanley Cup crown, captaining the 2005-06 team, and 
now he is hoping to win another crown as the team’s coach. 
Brind’Amour retired following the 2009-10 season and 
became an assistant coach with Carolina in 2011. He was 
named the head coach in 2018 and has led the Hurricanes to 
the playoffs in each of his first four seasons.  

4. In 1997, the Hartford Whalers became the Carolina 
Hurricanes, moving south from New England. The Whalers 
joined the NHL as part of the NHL–WHA merger of 1979 and 
had just three winning seasons. They won only one playoff 
series and were mockingly known as “The Forever .500s.”  

What do you think? Post a comment. 

5. After wins, Hurricane players congregate at center ice for 
an Icelandic “SKOL” Viking clap that is called a “Storm 
Surge.” The team used to follow that with different 
celebrations, but have since simplified it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261492257.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261484192.html 
https://theathletic.com/3314984/2022/05/17/nhl-playoffs-predictions-stanley-cup-second-round/ 

https://theathletic.com/3315682/2022/05/17/rangers-hurricanes-round-2-breakdown/ 
https://theathletic.com/3315563/2022/05/16/2022-nhl-playoff-preview-hurricanes-vs-rangers/ 

https://theathletic.com/3314232/2022/05/16/nhl-playoff-predictions-2/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/raanta-earns-trust-in-hurricanes-teammates-with-playoff-performance/20286127/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/round-two-preview-canes-versus-rangers/c-334118442 
https://www.nhl.com/news/stanley-cup-playoffs-second-round-storylines/c-334130252 

https://www.nhl.com/news/most-valuable-player-of-each-first-round-series/c-334131740 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-second-round-series-preview/c-334130388 

https://www.nhl.com/news/goaltending-key-in-eastern-conference-second-round/c-334132732 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-new-york-north-carolina-2692cf117f7149f2a4019dc94bb3d372 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33927223/stanley-cup-playoffs-2022-round-1-lessons-impact-eight-remaining-contenders 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/key-factors-in-each-stanley-cup-playoffs-round-2-series/ 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/avalanche-may-be-favourites-but-blues-not-your-average-underdogs/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/17/2022-nhl-playoffs-second-round-predictions/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/16/nhl-power-rankings-top-second-round-storylines/ 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/stanley-cup-playoff-preview-who-will-prevail-in-round-2 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/16/23074889/second-round-preview-special-teams 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/16/23076132/ahl-chicago-wolves-sweep-rockford-icehogs-advance-to-central-division-finals 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/16/milwaukee-the-wolves-og-rival/ 

https://nypost.com/2022/05/17/everything-rangers-fans-must-know-about-hurricanes/  
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Carolina Hurricanes’ roster includes six NY Rangers ‘alumni’ 

 

John Minchillo 

 

Tony DeAngelo, Brady Skjei, Jesper Fast, Brendan Smith, Derek Stepan, 
Antti Raanta … all were with the Rangers during their NHL careers, some 
longer than others. 

Interestingly, the last time the Canes and Rangers faced off in the 
postseason, in 2020, only Skjei was with the Canes. And he promptly 
knocked Fast, the Rangers’ most popular player, out of the series with a 
crunching hit along the boards in the first minute of play. 

It will be different this time. The teams are better and the stakes higher. 
The winner of their second-round Stanley Cup playoff series will advance 
to the Eastern Conference finals. That’s enough incentive. 

“Emotion is usually not an issue at this time of year,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Monday. 

What’s past is past. It’s all about getting this Hurricanes team past a 
Rangers team that happens to be standing in the way. 

The Boston Bruins were standing in the way in the opening round – the 
Canes’ old playoff nemesis. The Bruins are no longer an issue for 
Carolina after the Game 7 win on Saturday. 

Now, it’s the Rangers that are the new challenge. Game 1 is Wednesday 
at PNC Arena. 

“Everybody presents challenges, almost similarly,” Brind’Amour said after 
a Monday practice. “The high-end talent that was there with Boston is 
obviously there with New York.” 

As for the Canes, Brind’Amour said: “Just play our game, play to the best 
of our abilities – that’s the goal.” 

$2 for 2 months 

Subscribe for unlimited access to our website, app, eEdition and more 

CLAIM OFFER 

The Canes and Rangers took different paths to the second round, 
although both needed seven games to get there. 

The Canes won the first two games against the Bruins at PNC Arena and 
never trailed in their series, winning four times at home. With Max Domi 
as an unexpected hero in Game 7 with two goals and an assist, Carolina 
took a 3-2 win. 

“We knew we were going to have our hands full with this team,” Bruins 
forward Brad Marchand said Saturday. “They’ve been great all year long. 
Very well-coached, very well disciplined in their system. They have a lot 
of depth. 

“They play better at home. They get the matchups they want. That’s 
playoff hockey. That’s what you play for all year, that home ice 
advantage. When you’re good at home it matters.” 

The Rangers, in contrast, fell behind 3-1 in their series against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, then won three straight including a win in Pittsburgh 
in Game 6. They tied the score late in regulation in Game 7, then won in 
overtime on Artemi Panarin’s goal. 

“It’s a resilient team that found a lot of ways to come back,” DeAngelo 
said of the Rangers. 

DeAngelo was with the Rangers in 2020, when the pandemic brought the 
NHL regular season to a screeching halt in March — not long after the 
Rangers had dealt Skjei to Carolina at the trade deadline. The league 
and players later agreed to the “Return to Play” format for postseason 
play, and an expanded field that allowed the Rangers in. 

Not for long. In a best-of-five preliminary round in the Toronto bubble, the 
Canes won three in a row against New York and that was that. 

This season, the Canes held off the Rangers to win the Metropolitan 
Division title, twice beating New York at Madison Square Garden in the 
final nine games of the regular season. The Canes finished with 116 
points, a franchise record, and the Rangers 110. 

Brind’Amour is one of those who believes the first round of the playoffs 
often is the toughest to win. The adrenaline rush of the playoffs fuels a 
new intensity level that is translated into some very physical play on the 
ice – think the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov leveling the Bruins’ Hampus 
Lindholm. 

“Everyone’s playing lights out,” Brind’Amour said Monday. “Everybody’s 
into it and then as it goes along it’s just different things that are hard. It’s 
hard to stay emotionally engaged for two months. It’s hard for the fans to 
stay emotionally engaged. 

“Everything about it gets harder and harder. The team that can stay with 
it obviously is the team that generally comes out on top.” 

Of note ... 

Goalie Frederik Andersen has not played since April 16 because of a 
lower-body injury and Brind’Amour was asked Monday if he expected 
him back during the playoffs. “I would hope so, especially if we can move 
on. But until he gets out there with us ...” Andersen was the only player 
missing during Monday’s practice at Invisalign Arena. 

News Observer LOADED: 05.17.2022 
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A tale of two Domis: A Game 7 hero and a famous father jumping on 
Hurricanes bandwagon 

 

Robert Willett 
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Let us not visit the sins of the father upon the son. Tie Domi was as 
hated here as he was anywhere else, although it’s a two-way street, 
given that the Carolina Hurricanes put an end to what may have been his 
best shot at a Stanley Cup. 

So what a strange world we are living in that nobody, nowhere could 
have been happier than Domi to see the Hurricanes win and advance 
Saturday, and that would have been true even if Max Domi hadn’t been 
the surprise star. 

Playoff hockey makes for strange alliances, and none may be stranger 
than the newest Huge Caniac, celebrating in the seats at PNC Arena 
wearing a Hurricanes hat, in the same building where he once took 10 
penalty minutes in an Eastern Conference finals game: a 1-0 Toronto 
Maple Leafs win, nine days short of 20 years ago. 

The Leafs won that battle. The Hurricanes won the series. Tie Domi 
never made it that deep into the postseason again. It’s not so much that 
time healed those wounds; fatherhood left him no choice. 

“He doesn’t care. He doesn’t care at all,” Max Domi said Monday. 
“Wherever I play, he’s the biggest fan in the world. Pretty simple. Nothing 
else really matters. He could care less about what’s happened in the 
past. What’s past is in the past.” 

The immutable truth here is people will do just about anything for their 
kids, and hockey parents are no different with their sons and daughters 
even when said parent is a current NHL coach or former NHL player. 
Rod Brind’Amour was out on the ice with his son Skyler again after 
practice Monday; it’s not out of the realm of possibility that he could find 
himself watching the Edmonton Oilers – who took Skyler in the sixth 
round in 2017 – or some other team that isn’t the Hurricanes with a deep 
rooting interest someday. 

That’s probably harder for a fully employed coach and easier for a fully 
retired player like Tie Domi, who did most of his damage with the Maple 
Leafs but has switched alliances throughout Max’s career – even to the 
truly hated Montreal Canadiens. By that standard, the Hurricanes are an 
easier swallow, 2002 aside. The feeling is slightly mutual, with 
Brind’Amour at least, who both welcomes the Hurricanes’ newest 
bandwagon fan and understands his perspective. 

“I only knew him on the ice,” Brind’Amour said. “He was a tough dude 
and I stayed away from him the best I could. I’ve met him a few times 
now. Nice guy. But I didn’t have a relationship with him. Everything kind 
of comes around at some point. It’s amazing.” 

Max Domi said his father would prefer to avoid the spotlight – there’s no 
chance he would sound the PNC warning siren, which was one question 
posed, although that’s Max’s preference anyway – so his presence, 
choice of headwear and suddenly Hurricanes-saturated Twitter feed will 
have to suffice as evidence of his new fandom. 

As for the son, Domi’s star turn in the Game 7 win over the Boston Bruins 
— two goals and an assist in the 3-2 win — wasn’t a total surprise. He’d 
earned a promotion to the Vincent Trocheck line with his play in Game 5, 
moving ahead of the disappointingly ineffective Martin Necas for Game 6 
and staying there Saturday. By the time it was over, he’d tied the family 
record for goals in a postseason (two). 

Domi can also now claim a spot among the very short list of low-cost 
trade-deadline acquisitions that truly proved their worth. The Hurricanes 
added him to add scoring depth and that’s exactly what he provided at 
the most critical moment of the season. He has bounced all over the 
lineup since his arrival, and probably will again as the Hurricanes move 
on to face the New York Rangers in the second round starting 
Wednesday. 

“I think it’s behind us now,” Domi said. “It’s just all about opportunity, 
right? Whatever role I’m in, I’m here for the short term, and you have to 
understand you’re coming to a team that’s had some success. Even 
though you might usually be in a certain spot, you’re not going to get that 
same opportunity here. And that’s totally fine.” 

For the moment, he’s just a son advancing through the playoffs, with a 
famous – and very happy – father. 

News Observer LOADED: 05.17.2022 
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2022 NHL playoff preview: Hurricanes vs. Rangers 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman 

 

The Metropolitan division is a gauntlet. It took seven games apiece on 
either side to figure out who would play who, but we have our answer: 
Carolina and New York. Fitting that it’s the two top seeds, but the 
margins were razor thin along the way. Both series were expected to be 
close and they played out exactly to script. 

For a while it didn’t look like Carolina would need seven games to 
dispatch Boston, but it was a true homer series and the Hurricanes were 
blessed to have home ice. As for the Rangers, it looked extremely 
unlikely they would be here at all after going down 3-1 in their series 
against the Penguins. But some injuries on the other side created a path 
that they were able to capitalize on. 

Now comes the matchup to determine who represents the division in the 
conference finals. This one doesn’t look as close as the other two. 

Odds 

Carolina holds the edge in this one as expected for the higher seed. The 
Hurricanes enter the series with a 64 percent chance of winning which is 
either too high if all you care about is the standings or too low if you 
watched any of the Rangers games from the first round. The Rangers 
were absolutely dominated, barely squeezing past a team that started a 
third-string goalie for five of seven games — but they still won as they 
have all season. 

The Rangers are an enigma in that regard and it feels likely that a series 
against Carolina will play out in a similar way: a maddeningly lopsided 
scoring chance counter that’s undone entirely by goaltending. That’s their 
edge and it works for them, but it’s far from a reliable one as the Rangers 
were mere inches away from losing the first round in five games. The 
way Carolina wins games is much more dependable. 

Given Carolina’s recent history, there is some concern that a series 
against the best goalie in the league is a recipe for disaster for a team 
that sometimes struggles to actually capitalize on their chances. If there’s 
any goalie that can steal a series it’s the one wearing blue between these 
two teams, and if there’s any team that’ll let them it’s the one wearing 
red. Carolina is favored for a reason and wins this series two-thirds of the 
time, but there’s a reason it’s not more lopsided. This won’t be a 
cakewalk. 

Season Stats 

The Hurricanes’ play in front of the blue paint is a major reason why 
they’re favored in this series — and they’re no pushover in the crease, 
either. 

Carolina was a top-five team in generating offense in the regular season, 
and they converted on their chances at a high rate. But the Corsi Canes’ 
play took a hit below the surface against Boston, but their results 
exceeded expectations and their regular season results. 

Offense was a weakness of the Rangers’ throughout the season, but 
their finishing ability hid some of their gaps. Against Pittsburgh, they 
increased their shot rate but still struggled in the quality areas. New 
York’s goals rate ticked up in their seven-game series, but it’s still shy of 
Carolina’s. 
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Now match those offenses up with each team’s defense. 

The Rangers improved play in their own zone after the deadline, but all of 
that fell apart in the postseason. They allowed a high rate of shots and 
quality chances, and when Igor Shesterkin wasn’t at his usual elite level, 
it hurt them on the scoresheet. If their defense stays wide open in Round 
2 and continues to bleed quality chances against, they’re going to need 
their goaltending to be perfect to even stand a chance. 

On the flip side, the Rangers will have to find a way to break through 
Carolina’s defense. This was the best team at limiting shots against in 
the regular season. Boston found a way to push against that in Round 1, 
but they’re a much stronger offensive team than their next opponent. But 
even when quality chances slipped through, goaltending was there to be 
the difference-maker. 

While Carolina has the five-on-five advantage, special teams are closer. 
The Hurricanes take a lot of penalties and have had an elite penalty kill to 
back them up — the Bruins did find a way to push them on the power 
play, though. The Rangers, on the other side, have a dangerous power 
play that boosted their creation in Round 1. 

Then there’s Carolina’s power play that had some shortcomings in the 
regular season against New York’s penalty kill that ranked in the top 10. 
The Hurricanes’ scoring took a step back in Round 1, as did the Rangers’ 
penalty kill. 

Roster Breakdown 

After a Vezina and Hart caliber regular season, the Rangers came into 
the playoffs with the best goaltender in Igor Shesterkin. The only 
question was how he’d perform in his first NHL postseason — and he 
quickly answered with an outstanding performance in Game 1. He faced 
8.8 expected goals against, the most a goalie has faced in the playoffs in 
the data era ever, and finished with the second-best performance with a 
GSAx of 4.5. He followed that up with another stellar performance in 
Game 2. His next two outings were a bit more shaky, but above all else 
he had no support in front of him. The Rangers absolutely left their 
goaltender hung out to dry, and he didn’t respond up to his usual 
standards. 

When it mattered the most, in Game 7, Shesterkin was sharp and 
ultimately, he ended Round 1 with a .911 save percentage and stopped 
4.6 goals above expected. If he’s at his best this next series, the Rangers 
could have a chance — this caliber goalie can steal a series and this 
team knows that firsthand from the Henrik Lundqvist era. But against this 
Hurricanes team, he likely will have even less support than before, 
putting even more emphasis on his play. 

The Rangers had a massive goaltending edge against Pittsburgh, facing 
Louis Domingue for most of their series, and still barely squeaked by. 
Things are going to be different in this series, especially with Frederik 
Andersen potentially returning at some point. It sounds like he might be 
available if it’s a long series and that would be a big boost for the 
Hurricanes. He was one of their most important players this season and 
he represents a 2.4-win upgrade from Antti Raanta. Four wins still isn’t 
close to Shesterkin, but it’s closer at the very least. 

That’s not to discredit the performance Raanta put up himself in the 
opening round. He was really strong in six games for the Hurricanes 
posting a .927 save percentage and saving three goals above expected, 
the sixth-best mark in the playoffs so far. The question is whether he can 
keep it up for another round and that lack of certainty is the difference 
between his projected value and Andersen’s. There’s a lot more comfort 
knowing Andersen is in between the pipes, but Raanta is far from a bad 
backup plan. 

It’s also helpful that Carolina doesn’t need to rely on its goalies so much 
to succeed — the Hurricanes are backed by a tremendous defence corps 
with a strong commitment to team defence. It was a bit difficult to assert 
that against a very strong Bruins team, but should be much easier 
against a Rangers team that struggles to control the run of play. 

Carolina is very deep at defence and that starts with its elite top pair of 
Jaccob Slavin and Tony DeAngelo — both of whom led the team with 
eight points in the opening round. 

That’s to be expected of DeAngelo, who was brought in to facilitate 
offence from the back end and he’s thrived in that role as a Hurricane. 
He’s a strong puck-mover and a great power-play quarterback, but was 
also able to handle himself well on the top pair next to Slavin. It’s not the 
hardest job with a partner of that caliber, but not any player can do it 
either. For the series DeAngelo’s 54 percent expected goals rate led all 
Carolina defenders. 

That probably has more to do with Slavin, though, who has proven 
himself to be Carolina’s driver from the back end. He’s an elite presence 
and was a major key to stifling Boston’s attack. He was the only other 
Hurricane defender above 50 percent in expected goals and the 
Hurricanes outscored Boston 10-3 at five-on-five when he was on the ice. 
Pretty impressive. Expect great numbers against the Rangers as well, as 
this pair will be very tough for them to crack. 

The other two pairs are a bit more vulnerable, but that likely comes down 
to opponent rather than ability. It may be a problem in later rounds, but 
probably not in this one in terms of a puck possession standpoint. 

Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei proved to be a reasonably strong second 
pairing with shutdown abilities this season. That wasn’t a surprise for 
Pesce, but it was nice to see Skjei’s numbers finally align with the opinion 
many have of him. During the year they had a strong 54 percent 
expected goals percentage but that dropped to 43 percent for Pesce and 
38 percent for Skjei against Boston. Those are not good numbers and 
speak to a vulnerable pair that may get exposed against stronger teams. 
The Rangers will pose an interesting test towards that — if this pair can’t 
get it together against the weakest five-on-five team in the playoffs they 
may be in serious trouble later on. 

Carolina’s third pair was also out-chanced, which isn’t ideal and it’s 
possible we see more of Ethan Bear in this series as a result. That 
Carolina has a player of that caliber waiting in the wings is a nice luxury. 

The Rangers’ defense, on the other hand, isn’t their greatest asset. 

Their No. 1 is projected to be the most valuable defenseman in this 
series, with Adam Fox coming in at 3.4 wins. The reigning Norris Trophy 
winner is one of the best players in New York thanks to his elite puck-
moving abilities and vision. He may not be the speediest skater or the 
most physical, but he thrives thanks to his smarts and calm under 
pressure. 

What worked against him in the first round was being a part of a 
particularly imbalanced pair when Ryan Lindgren was out of the lineup. 
That led to time alongside Justin Braun, which tested the entire blue line. 
The Braun-Fox pairing was below break-even in shots and absolutely 
disastrous when it came to managing quality chances, with a sub-27 
percent expected goals rate at five-on-five. 

With his trusty partner back in the fold, possibly held together by duct 
tape as Lindgren deals with who knows how many injuries, the Rangers 
are going to need Fox to be the Adam Fox of the last two years — the 
player who quickly became a cornerstone of the franchise with his 
excellent play. This is the duo that’s likely going to be tasked with going 
against top competition, just as they have been over the last two 
seasons. 

In Round 1, with the Lindgren injury factoring in, it was Jacob Trouba and 
K’Andre Miller facing off against the dynamic Sidney Crosby line more 
consistently. The task just became too steep for this duo — overall they 
earned just a 34.5 percent expected goals rate at five-on-five through 
seven games. That doesn’t necessarily mean they’re doomed in Round 
2. But it’s still a red flag that all six Rangers blueliners, including Miller in 
Trouba, find themselves with a sub-41 percent expected goals rate after 
the series with Pittsburgh. 

A healthy Lindgren restores some order. That may help Miller and 
Trouba bounce back with their workloads slightly eased. Miller was one 
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of the best Rangers in the second half of the season, finding a way to 
use his size and strength to his advantage, along with his skating stride 
and long reach. His game should help neutralize their opponent, but 
that’s asking a lot of the second-year skater and it’s going to have to be 
an effort by committee against this aggressive team. 

The third pair is the weakest of the bunch; Patrik Nemeth played his way 
out of the lineup with some lackluster defensive efforts and undisciplined 
play that is particularly problematic for someone who should be on the 
penalty kill. That’s why Braun’s playing in his place, which is a slight 
upgrade alongside rookie Braden Schenider. 

Up front, the Rangers have some star power headlining their offense. 

Chris Kreider was a goal scoring machine in his career year, and Mika 
Zibanejad, who tends to be more of a shooter, was a dual-threat. One of 
his best weapons, a right-handed shot from the left circle, wasn’t as 
effective against right-catching Louis Domingue to open the series, and 
there were some legitimate concerns below the surface as well. 

As much as the Rangers claimed to not play the matchup game, they did 
exactly that matching this line — Kreider, Zibanejad, and Frank Vatrano 
— against Crosby’s line. In almost 60 minutes of matchup time between 
Guentzel and Zibanejad, the Rangers only mustered 26.7 percent of the 
expected goals share, and were outscored 5-3. It wasn’t until Game 6 
that the Kreider and Zibanejad duo showed more spark — in fact, their 
impacts on the scoresheet came with tweaks to that line, whether it was 
Tyler Motte in Game 6 or Andrew Copp in 7. 

The Hurricanes are a completely different team from Pittsburgh, but 
that’s going to be something to WATCH: if the Rangers’ top two forwards 
gets buried in their own zone, will adjustments come sooner than the final 
minutes of a potential elimination game for defensive support? Or will 
Kreider and Zibanejad be the drivers when they’re on the ice, even if it’s 
against top competition like they’re accustomed to? 

What makes the Rangers dangerous is that they’re able to split their best 
players between two combinations to give them a good one-two punch in 
the top six. With Artemi Panarin technically on the second line, it’s 
Zibanejad and Kreider on their first line. 

Panarin projects to be the most valuable skater in this entire matchup at 
3.7 wins, but his postseason performance hasn’t quite lived up to that. 
This isn’t a matter of a player not rising to the occasion in the playoffs — 
just look at how he performed in Columbus. Maybe there’s a lingering 
injury impeding his play, he did miss the last couple of regular season 
games, after all. 

But when it all came down to it, Panarin was the difference-maker the 
Rangers needed with the series-clinching goal in overtime. That’s the 
thing about elite players — even when they’re not at their best, they can 
completely change the game in a matter of seconds. That’s something 
that’s been true for Panarin throughout the season, even when his play 
wasn’t at his usual elite levels below the surface, he still made an impact 
on the scoresheet. It was just before the trade deadline that everything 
truly turned around, with him playing some of his best hockey of the 
season. And that’s the level New York has to hope for this round. 

Alongside Panarin there’s Ryan Strome, his mainstay center through 
much of his tenure in New York, and Andrew Copp who’s been a key 
addition in all situations. That combination actually has the best 
underlying numbers of the Rangers’ primary combinations, but that’s not 
saying much. They outscored opponents with 59 percent of the goals at 
five-on-five, but fell below break-even in shots and even lower in 
expected goals. But if Panarin hits his stride, it’s a different story. 

The Hurricanes have star power to match up front, but like the Boston 
matchup it’s a little lacking in comparison. Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov stack up well against Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider in 
terms of total value — but there isn’t really an answer for Panarin on the 
second line. 

Aho and Svechnikov were Carolina’s strongest forwards at driving play in 
the opening round with the duo earning 55 percent of the expected goals 

or close to it. Still, we might need some more scoring from each as Aho 
had just five points for the series and Svechnikov had four. Both are 
capable of more and the opponent factor likely plays a role there. Every 
away game in Boston meant a matchup against Patrice Bergeron, a 
matchup Aho really struggled with. That won’t be a problem here against 
New York and the top line should be able to command the series more 
as a result. The big Seth Jarvis breakout that was on display in Round 1 
helps a lot in that regard. He had five points of his own and really adds to 
Carolina’s arsenal. 

The Hurricanes will likely need to rely on their depth to take over this 
series as that’s where they hold the biggest edge over the Rangers. That 
mostly comes from a balanced middle six – two lines with equal value 
and differing utility. New York can match up well with one of those lines 
thanks to Panarin, but not both as the team’s depth after the top six is 
seriously lacking. 

The second line is the scoring line, one that should help alleviate some of 
the offensive pressure that Aho faces on the top line. The third line is the 
checking line, one that should help alleviate some of the defensive 
responsibility that Aho faces on the top line. Perfectly balanced. 

Both lines had moments against Boston, but on the whole were out-
chanced for the entire series. That can’t happen here against the 
Rangers because Carolina’s advantage will depend on putting more 
dangerous pucks on Shesterkin than the Rangers manage the other way. 

Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen were very productive with 
seven points each against the Bruins. But while his line outscored the 
competition 6-0, the underlying process was a little flawed with an ugly 
35 percent expected goals rate. As for Jordan Staal’s line, they were a 
little better at 43 percent, but that’s not good enough for a shutdown line. 
Against New York, he and his wingers will need to do a better job of 
controlling the run of play. 

It’ll be interesting to see what role Max Domi plays in all of this and if he 
sees an elevated role. He had a pretty decent series that was capped off 
by an excellent showing in Game 7. Domi had five points in the series 
and could slot into the top nine in a pinch — but is also a nice asset on 
the fourth line. Carolina has a lot of options in terms of finding the right 
mix and regardless of what the team decides, it’ll be very tough to handle 
for the Rangers. 

While Carolina has options up and down their lineup, the Rangers don’t 
have as many — at least, no ones the coaches are as willing to try. 
They’ve been stringent in a lot of their combinations with some 
questionable deployment along the way. 

The “Kid Line” of Alexis Lafrenière, Filip Chytil, and Kaapo Kakko added 
some pop in Round 1 when the team needed it by creating some 
sustained pressure in the offensive zone. But this combination isn’t 
exactly trusted like their top-six players, or even the fourth line at times. 

On the fourth line, Barclay Goodrow is sidelined with injury at least to 
start Round 2. While he doesn’t have as much offensive upside, he’s 
trusted to absorb tough minutes, is strong defensively, and adds more 
versatility in his ability to play center and wing. Tyler Motte’s return from 
injury helped mitigate that loss after the team deployed 11 forwards and 
seven defenders. The speedy winger can transition the puck up the ice 
and disrupt opponents at even strength and on the penalty kill. But 
there’s limited upside on the fourth line beside him. That stunts the 
matchup game against a deeper lineup, because there are only so many 
players available on the fourth line who can really handle the puck. 

The Bottom Line 

The Rangers got this far thanks mostly to the Igor Shesterkin show. 
There were those hoping that wouldn’t be the case, encouraged that the 
rest of the team would give more support to the netminder after a strong 
post-deadline showing. But that didn’t play out in the opening round. It 
worked well enough to win against a hobbled Penguins team, but it’ll be 
difficult to win another round employing that same strategy. There needs 
to be more from the rest of the team. 
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That’ll be very difficult against a deep and poised Hurricanes team that 
looks ready to take the next step. Carolina is a team built to win with very 
few holes and will likely control this series similarly to the way the 
Penguins handled the Rangers last series. That means more chances to 
score and a better chance to win every night. It’s no guarantee, not with 
Shesterkin on the other side, but the odds are in Carolina’s favor for a 
reason. The Rangers roster outside the crease still has a lot to prove. 

Data via Evolving-Hockey, Natural Stat Trick, HockeyViz, Hockey Stat 
Cards, Sportlogiq, and NHL 
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Rangers leaving door open for possible Barclay Goodrow return in 
second round 

 

Mollie Walker3-4 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant is leaving the door open on a possible 
Barclay Goodrow return in the upcoming second-round series with the 
Hurricanes, which begins on Wednesday in Raleigh, N.C.  

It would be wise not to get your hopes up, however, considering there is 
talk Goodrow fractured his foot or ankle in Game 1 against the Penguins. 
The recovery timeline would surely be a bit longer than the next two 
weeks if that is the case.  

“It’s the same,” Gallant said. “He hasn’t skated yet. But we’re not 
counting him out for this series. He’s not going to start the first couple 
games, but we’ll see how it goes. He hasn’t been on the ice yet.”  

The Rangers miss Goodrow on their forecheck and on the penalty kill, 
where the utility forward was able to take a good number of shifts to 
alleviate some of the workload from top forwards Mika Zibanejad and 
Chris Kreider. Goodrow is also a player Gallant took a liking to plugging 
throughout the lineup mid-game to try to spark some offense.  

Goodrow, who recorded a career-high 33 points in the regular season 
with 13 goals and 20 assists, was hurt blocking a shot in Game 1.  

The quick return of Tyler Motte makes it easier to believe the same is 
possible for Goodrow. Motte suffered what the team described as a 
“significant” upper-body injury after taking a high hit from Pittsburgh’s 
Anthony Angello on April 7, nine games after he was acquired by the 
Rangers in a trade-deadline exchange with the Canucks.  

Motte was also off the ice for quite some time. He didn’t begin skating 
with the team until a couple days before he made his series debut in 
Game 6 on Friday.  

Gallant had Motte log some time on the top line with Zibanejad and 
Kreider in the Rangers’ 4-3 overtime series-clinching win over the 
Penguins on Sunday. Motte is usually on the fourth line next to Kevin 
Rooney and Ryan Reaves, but Gallant wanted to use Motte for matchups 
with the Penguins’ top line.  

“He’s a different player,” Gallant said of Motte. “We like Frankie. Frankie 
played really well up there, he’s got some goals for us. But he’s a 
different player. He adds a little bit more defense to that line, obviously. 
He’s got great speed and he’s an important guy. He’s very similar to a 
Goodrow. Goodrow’s been out the last series and he’s very similar to 
Goodrow.  

“You like what he brings. He’s quicker than Goodrow, but those are 
important guys that you put in your lineup and they help you win.”  

The Rangers agreed to terms with three players Monday, signing 
forwards Adam Edstrom and Ryder Korczak to three-year entry-level 
contracts and goaltender Olof Lindbom to a two-year entry-level deal. 
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Rangers' most-important stars riding into Hurricanes series red-hot 

 

Ethan Sears4-5 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

Mika Zibanejad gave a small shrug of his shoulder, then grinned.  

The Rangers center had just been asked about his production in Games 
6 and 7 against the Penguins, in which he combined for seven points 
including the game-tying goal late in the series-deciding contest.  

“The pucks went in,” he said after the 4-3 win over the Penguins. “I don’t 
know.  

“I didn’t feel like I did anything differently in terms of shooting the puck. 
You play with the players I play with, the chances are gonna come. Just 
gotta make sure you keep shooting.”  

Of course, it is not that simple — not when Sidney Crosby’s line was 
such a factor in the series. But as the Rangers head into the second 
round against the Hurricanes, their winning equation is relatively easy.  

They will go as far as their stars can take them.  

That would be Zibanejad, Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin and Igor 
Shesterkin.  

Igor Shesterkin 

Igor Shesterkin rebounded after his early-series struggles against the 
Penguins. 

Those three forwards were the Rangers’ top three point scorers during 
the regular season, and Shesterkin will likely be the runaway Vezina 
Trophy winner.  

In the first four games against the Penguins, those three forwards 
combined for just four goals, with Zibanejad a nonfactor. Shesterkin was 
chased from Games 3 and 4, looking like a shell of himself.  

In the last three games against the Penguins, those three forwards 
combined for seven goals, including the series-winner from Panarin, the 
Game 6 winner from Kreider and three goals from Zibanejad. 
Shesterkin’s save percentage was back up to .919, more closely 
resembling his regular-season self.  

“He’s Mr. Reliable back there,” Jacob Trouba said Sunday night of 
Shesterkin, a far cry from earlier in the series, when Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant had to make clear that he would indeed be sticking with 
the same starter in nets. “Everybody knows he’s gonna show up in big 
games and play well. Make saves he’s probably not supposed to make 
and he’s a big part of us winning that game.”  

Sometimes, it is indeed quite simple.  

“You know what, sometimes you get tied up about your opponents and 
playing against the best player in the world,” Gallant said Monday. “You 
don’t play your game. And I think when Mika starts to play his game, he 
was outstanding. And that’s what we want him to do.”  

The same goes for Kreider. The same goes for everyone.  

“It’s a mindset with some of our guys on the team at times,” Gallant said. 
“When they look like they’re having a tough game, they’re trying to 
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probably play a little bit more defense. We talk about being the better 
defensive team and sometimes you get away from your own game.  

“That’s what hurts you sometimes. Kreids, he’s got 56, 57 goals, 
whatever he’s scored this year for us. He’s an important player. We want 
him to play our game.”  

Mika Zibanejad (left) celebrates with Chris Kreider after the Rangers' 
Game 7 win. 

Mika Zibanejad (left) celebrates with Chris Kreider after the Rangers’ 
Game 7 win. 

Yes, he’d like to see Panarin shoot the puck more, especially after No. 10 
provided the winner on Sunday. But there are no worries about whether 
he can impact the game.  

“I don’t have to sit here and go through his stats,” Zibanejad said. “I think 
everyone knows the kind of player he is.”  

If they didn’t, then Sunday was quite the reminder.  

Panarin, and the rest of the Rangers’ stars, can make this spring one to 
remember. To hear Gallant tell it, they just need to be themselves — and 
the messaging has trickled down.  

“We focused a little bit too much on [Crosby] and on that line, kinda let 
them dictate,” Zibanejad said. “The message was to just go out and play. 
I thought we did a better job focusing on ourselves.”  

Things will not get easier against the Hurricanes, who can dictate play 
with a hard forecheck and straight-line hockey. But the Rangers are 
coming into this series with the wind at their backs.  

“We know what Carolina’s gonna bring, we know what Pittsburgh’s 
gonna bring,” Gallant said. “You still gotta play your game. These are 
important players for us.” 
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Bubble sweep by Hurricanes means nothing to the Rangers now 

 

Mollie Walker5-6 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

Before this postseason began, the Rangers fielded lots of questions 
about the 2020 bubble playoffs, where they were swept in the qualifying 
round in three games by the Hurricanes, now their upcoming second-
round opponent. 

In the eyes of the NHL, those three games in Toronto counted as a 
playoff appearance for this Rangers team. Technically, star goalie Igor 
Shesterkin, the reigning Norris Trophy winner Adam Fox, his defensive 
partner Ryan Lindgren, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko all made their NHL 
postseason debuts in that bizarre expanded tournament format inside a 
fan-free Scotiabank Arena. 

It probably shouldn’t count. The qualifying round gave a few extra teams 
a chance to make it into the 16-team dance for the Stanley Cup because 
the coronavirus pandemic suspended the final three weeks of the 2019-
20 regular season. 

Alas, the three-game sweep — in which the Rangers were outscored 11-
4, outplayed in all three zones and out-hustled in every facet of the game 
— counts against this Rangers team. 

The Hurricanes' Sebastian Aho (20) scoring on Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin during Game 3 of their 2020 bubble qualifying-round series. 

The Hurricanes’ Sebastian Aho (20) scoring on Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin during Game 3 of their 2020 bubble qualifying-round series. 

But if you ask the Rangers, it doesn’t feel like it counts. After the 
Rangers’ triple-overtime loss to the Penguins in Game 1 of Round 1, Fox 
said he considered that to be his first-ever playoff contest. He, as well as 
a couple of other Rangers, pointed to the difference in the atmosphere 
and general feeling of the game compared to what it was like in the 
bubble. 

“I think it was a level of intensity, I’d say in those games,” said Jacob 
Trouba, who was in his first season with the Rangers when they went to 
the bubble. “That’s something that we might be able to draw off of. But 
it’s here in a building packed with fans and it’s a different atmosphere, 
everything is going to be different. With no fans in the building, it’s a 
different game, I think. 

“I don’t think there’s a ton to take from it. I think it’s a new season, we 
have a very different team. I would say the page is pretty much turned 
from that.” 

Added Artemi Panarin, who was also in the first year in New York at the 
time: “I don’t hear anything in the locker room about bubble, so. Maybe 
I’m not English enough. We try to forget [that, probably]. But learn, too. 
Something. I think it’s a different situation right now. Play in the bubble 
without fans and all that stuff. It’s playoffs and not playoff, three games.” 

Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant was relieved of his coaching duties 
in Vegas in January 2020, two months before COVID-19 brought the 
sports world to a halt. He said he watched a lot of the bubble playoffs, but 
didn’t remember much about the Rangers-Hurricanes series. 

Regardless, Gallant doesn’t plan to show any tape from the Rangers’ 
qualifying-round loss to Carolina. 

“They didn’t do too well, I don’t think,” he said. “That means not a thing. 
We played them four times this year, you know what, they outplayed us 
at least three of those games, for sure. That means nothing to me right 
now. We’re a confident team right now, we feel good about our team. We 
just beat a hell of a good Pittsburgh team, I know they had some injuries, 
but we beat a hell of a good team and we found ways to win in battles. 
That’s all that matters going forward.” 

Coincidentally, three former Blueshirts who were on the roster during that 
bubble matchup with the Hurricanes are now playing for Carolina. Jesper 
Fast, Tony DeAngelo and Brendan Smith will all be on the other side this 
time around. Brady Skjei, meanwhile, faced his former team in the bubble 
after being traded to Carolina mid-season and injured Fast with a big hit 
in Game 1. 

The Rangers may have gone 1-3 against the Hurricanes during the 
regular season, but to echo Gallant, that means nothing now. The 
Rangers gave Carolina a run for the Metropolitan Division title but fell 
short. Now, they have a chance to put the 2020 bubble playoffs narrative 
to bed and surpass the Hurricanes where it matters, and get to the 
Eastern Conference Finals. 

“I don’t think they look at our team and say, ‘Well, this is going to be an 
easy series,’ ” Gallant said. “I think when we’re ready to play, we’re as 
good a team as anybody in this league and we’ve proven that. We’re 
never going to quit, we’re going to battle hard and I think it’s going to be a 
hell of a series.” 
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Sidney Crosby blasts NHL's 'terrible' helmet rule after Penguins' Game 7 
loss 

 

Jenna Lemoncelli3-4 minutes 16/05/2022 
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Sidney Crosby believes the NHL’s “terrible” helmet rule cost the 
Penguins in their 4-3 overtime loss to the Rangers in Game 7 on Sunday. 

With less than six minutes left in regulation, Penguins defenseman 
Marcus Pettersson lost his helmet after getting tied up with Rangers left 
winger Alexis Lafreniere behind the net. By rule, Petersson had to go 
straight to the bench after losing his helmet, opening the door for 
Rangers center Mika Zibanejad to take advantage of the moment and 
score, tying the game 3-3 with 5:45 left in the third. 

“Tonight I think was an example of one game, anything can happen and 
we didn’t get that extra goal late in the game and a terrible rule probably 
ends up being the difference in the game,” Crosby said after Pittsburgh’s 
first-round ouster. 

Per NHL rules, a player who loses his helmet will face a penalty unless 
he leaves the ice or puts his helmet back on. Though Pettersson 
complied and appeared to look for a penalty against Lafreniere for the 
tussle, Zibanejad’s goal late in the third period ultimately set the stage for 
winger Artemi Panarin’s overtime heroics to clinch the series for New 
York. 

Penguins head coach Mike Sullivan told reporters after the game that he 
thinks the rule “stinks.” 

“I think it stinks,” Sullivan said. “He has to come off. His helmet gets 
pulled off intentionally. But that’s the rule.” 

Penguins goalie Tristan Jarry also recalled what he saw in the 
controversial moment. 

“I just saw Marcus skate off the ice. I think that’s a rule made by the NHL 
that could be changed,” Jarry said. “I don’t think there’s many injuries that 
happen when players play without helmets. I think it’s something that’s 
cost us. I think that he loses his helmet, he comes back to the net and he 
plays a guy out front, I think that’s a nothing play.” 

This is the fourth straight year the Penguins have failed to advance to the 
second round. 

Pittsburgh initially led the best-of-seven series, 3-1, but suffered a blow in 
Game 5, when Crosby left the game after taking a hit from Rangers 
defenseman Jacob Trouba. Trouba wasn’t punished by the league for the 
hit and Crosby sat out Game 6 on Friday due to an upper-body injury. 

“I don’t know, I think we played the right way,” Crosby said. “I think if you 
look at Game 5, we had a tough span of a few minutes and Game 6 
probably an even shorter span than that when they got back in the game. 
Tonight we were just on the wrong end of some bad bounces. We played 
a great game tonight and we played some good hockey throughout the 
series. We didn’t get that next one tonight, that probably was the 
difference, but I think even when we had those leads we still played the 
right way.” 

The Rangers, meanwhile, advanced to the second round, where they’ll 
face the Carolina Hurricanes beginning Wednesday. 
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Zach Wilson goes crazy celebrating epic Rangers Game 7 win 

 

Jeremy Layton2-2 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

The Rangers’ biggest fan on Sunday night may have been Jets 
quarterback Zach Wilson. 

The 22-year-old was in attendance for the Blueshirts’ epic Game 7 
showdown with the Penguins at Madison Square Garden – and went 

absolutely nuts after Artemi Panarin scored the game-winning, series-
clinching goal in overtime. 

“Rangers said GAME,” Wilson captioned a video of himself jumping up 
and down near mid-ice and singing the Rangers’ goal song after the 
game winner. 

Alongside him in the video was teammate Braxton Berrios, who re-signed 
with the Jets in the offseason on a two-year deal after being named First 
Team All-Pro as a kick returner. Per Wilson’s Instagram story, the two 
appeared to grab dinner before the game. 

In earlier videos on Wilson’s story, both he and Berrios high-fived fans 
and yelled “let’s go” several times. 

“The energy in MSG,” Wilson captioned the video. 

After going down 3-1 in the series, the Rangers rallied back to win three 
games in a row despite trailing in all three. In Game 7, Pittsburgh held a 
3-2 lead late into the third period, until Mika Zibenajad tied the game up 
with a late goal. He also assisted on Panarin’s game winner in the 
overtime period. 

They will face the division-rival Carolina Hurricanes in the second round 
of the playoffs. Game 1 is scheduled for Wednesday, May 18. 

Wilson is surely hoping he can get the city as fired up for a playoff victory 
as the Rangers did on Sunday. The quarterback heads into his second 
Jets season with high expectations after being the No. 2 overall pick in 
the 2021 NFL Draft. 
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Rangers prepare to play Hurricanes in second round 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated May 17, 2022 1:38 am 

 

The Rangers got Monday off to savor what they had just accomplished: 
Completing a comeback from a 3-1 series deficit by beating the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, 4-3, in overtime Sunday night to win their first-round 
playoff series in seven games. 

But one day was all the time they were allowed to rest on their laurels. 

On Tuesday, they will be hard at work trying to figure out how to conquer 
the next challenge: the Metropolitan Division champion Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

The Rangers battled with the Hurricanes for a couple of weeks at the end 
of the regular season to see who would win the division, but in the final 
week, Carolina’s 4-3 win at the Garden on April 26 sealed the title for the 
Hurricanes and gave them the regular-season series between the teams, 
3-1. 

So the Rangers know exactly what they’re in for when the second-round 
series begins Wednesday in Raleigh. 

“They play a fast, physical game,’’ Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba 
said Sunday night. “They get it on the forecheck. We’re going to have to 
be good at breaking pucks out and take advantage of opportunities when 
we get them.’’ 

Carolina, which defeated the Boston Bruins in seven games in the first 
round, was 54-20-8 in the regular season to finish with 116 points, six 
more than the Rangers. 

Their roster is littered with former Rangers — defensemen Brady Skjei, 
Brendan Smith and Tony DeAngelo, forwards Jesper Fast and Derek 
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Stepan and goaltender Antti Raanta, who backstopped the series win 
over Boston with No. 1 goalie Frederik Andersen out with a lower-body 
injury. Andersen could return against the Rangers. 

“They’re a very aggressive team; they play ‘north’ hockey; they put pucks 
to the net,’’ Rangers coach Gerard Gallant told reporters Monday. “So 
we’ve got to counter that by . . . when they make mistakes, we make sure 
we get some odd-man rushes, we challenge them, and score some goals 
that way. 

“We’ve got to just be ready to play our game, and we know what they’re 
going to bring,’’ he said. “They know what we’re going to bring.’’ 

DeAngelo and fellow defenseman Jaccob Slavin led the Hurricanes in 
scoring against Boston with eight points each, and DeAngelo led 
Carolina in assists with seven. Four players — Vincent Trocheck, Seth 
Jarvis, Andrei Svechnikov and Nino Niederreiter — tied for the team lead 
in goals with three. 

Mika Zibanejad (three goals, eight assists) and Adam Fox (three goals, 
seven assists) lead the Rangers in playoff scoring. Chris Kreider leads 
them in goals with five and Andrew Copp has four. 

The teams faced each other in the 2020 bubble in Toronto, with the 
Hurricanes sweeping the Rangers in three games in the best-of-five 
qualifying round. 

The younger Rangers have said they don’t consider that their first playoff 
experience, given that it was played in an empty arena in Toronto as 
opposed to the jam-packed, raucous buildings these playoffs are being 
contested in. 

The Rangers will be entering the series full of confidence after winning 
their final three games against the Penguins and coming from behind in 
each. 

Gallant also said his team will be able to draw on the experience of 
competing with Carolina for the division title. 

“We were challenging there . . . so I don’t think they look at our team 
and say, ‘Well, this is going to be an easy series,’ ’’ he said. 

“When we’re ready to play, we’re as good a team as anybody in this 
league, and we’ve proven that. So we’re never going to quit. We’re going 
to battle hard. And I think it’s going to be a hell of a series.’’ 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes in regular season 

The Rangers faced the Hurricanes, their second-round playoff opponent 
and Metropolitan Division rival, four times in the regular season, losing 
three of those games. Here’s a recap: 

Jan. 21 at Carolina — Hurricanes 6, Rangers 3: Divisive defenseman 
Tony DeAngelo had a goal and two assists in his first game against his 
former team, and the Hurricanes built a 5-1 lead through two periods. It 
marked the Rangers’ only loss in a stretch of six games. 

March 20 at Carolina — Rangers 2, Hurricanes 0: Backup goalie 
Alexandar Georgiev had 44 saves in the shutout, with Chris Kreider and 
Frank Vatrano scoring as the Rangers completed an impressive 
weekend road back-to-back after beating the Lightning the night before. 

April 12 at Madison Square Garden — Hurricanes 4, Rangers 2: Krieder 
became the fourth Ranger to reach 50 goals but third-period tallies from 
Seth Jarvis and Jordan Staal gave the Hurricanes a 3-1 lead. It was the 
only loss in a stretch of eight games for the Rangers. 

April 26 at MSG — Hurricanes 4, Rangers 3: The Hurricanes clinched 
first place in the Metropolitan Division as Sebastian Aho’s four-on-four 
goal 32 seconds into the third period gave them a 4-1 lead before the 
Rangers tried to mount a rally. The bigger scare was Artemi Panarin and 
Andrew Copp both leaving the game with injuries that turned out to be 
minor. 
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Rangers' Barclay Goodrow could be good to go against Hurricanes 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

Updated May 17, 2022 1:32 am 

 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant suggested Monday that injured forward 
Barclay Goodrow, out since Game 1 of the first-round playoff series 
against Pittsburgh, could return to the lineup at some point during the 
Blueshirts’ second-round series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

“He hasn’t skated yet, but we’re not counting him out for this series,’’ 
Gallant told reporters at the team’s practice facility in Greenburgh. “He’s 
not going to start the first couple games, but we’ll see how it goes.’’ 

Goodrow is listed as week-to-week with a lower-body injury, believed to 
have been suffered when he blocked a shot by Pittsburgh defenseman 
Mike Matheson with his left foot early in the second period of Game 1. 
Goodrow played the rest of the game, which went three overtimes, but 
missed the final six games of the series. 

n Contracts reached 

The Rangers announced they have agreed to terms on entry-level 
contracts with forwards Adam Edstrom and Ryder Korczak and goalie 
Olof Lindbom. 

Edstrom, 21, a 6-8, 225-pounder, was a sixth-round pick in the 2019 NHL 
Draft. He signed a three-year deal after playing in 43 games with Rogle 
BK of the Swedish Hockey League in 2021-22. 

Edstrom had seven goals and two assists, and in 13 playoff games, he 
had three goals and an assist. He also was part of Rogle’s title-winning 
Champions Hockey League team. 

Korczak, 19, a third-round pick in 2021, played 68 games for Moose Jaw 
of the Western Hockey League, recording 25 goals and a team-best 54 
assists. 

Lindbom, 21, a second-round pick in 2018, played 27 games for 
Kristianstads IK of Sweden’s Hockey Allvenskan, the country’s second-
division professional league. He went 10-15 with a 3.22 goals-against 
average and a .900 save percentage. 

Edstrom and Korczak signed three-year contracts, the team said. 
Lindbom signed a two-year deal. 
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It's clear that the Rangers are on the right path 

 

By Neil Best 

Updated May 16, 2022 9:58 am 

 

The Rangers completed the extreme makeover of their franchise one 
year ago Thursday with the firings of coach David Quinn and most of his 
assistants, a week after dismissing team president John Davidson and 
general manager Jeff Gorton. 
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The new man in charge: a former Little League pitching star named Chris 
Drury. (OK, fine, he also was a Stanley Cup-winning hockey player and a 
rising star as an executive.) 

The whole thing was . . . well, it was so shocking, it made the Islanders’ 
recent firing of coach Barry Trotz seem downright predictable. 

But in professional sports, there is only one criterion that matters in 
assessing such decisions: Did it work? 

The answer to that question could be found Sunday night at a raucous 
Madison Square Garden, where in a first-round playoff series they once 
trailed 3-1, the Rangers hosted the Penguins in Game 7 — and 
advanced with a 4-3 victory on Artemi Panarin's overtime goal. 

Whatever shortcomings Garden CEO James Dolan, hockey consigliere 
Glen Sather and others in the hockey world saw in the 2020-21 Rangers 
mostly have been addressed, as evidenced by their three consecutive 
come-from-behind victories against Pittsburgh. 

Sure, young players have continued to mature — as they likely would 
have under Davidson, Gorton and Quinn — but the new roster was 
grittier, more resilient and better balanced. 

Quinn was hired in part to usher an extremely young team along. Gerard 
Gallant, an old-school hockey guy through and through, was hired to 
close the deal. 

Even with Sunday night's win, the Rangers’ transition is not fully 
complete. They have retained some of their 2020-21 tendency for 
panache over purpose, and their defensive focus ebbs and flows. 

But the core mission has been accomplished. As Ryan Strome said after 
the front office housecleaning last year, "That message has been sent 
and received. We’ve just got to get into the playoffs." 

Of course, it never is that simple, and when the Rangers fell behind 3-1 
in the series after a 7-2 loss in Pittsburgh in Game 4, the narrative went 
sideways. 

Would the Rangers really bow out quietly against a team that was going 
mostly with a third-string goalie and lost superstar Sidney Crosby for half 
of Game 5 and all of Game 6? 

And with their own rising superstar goalie Igor Shesterkin getting pulled 
from two games in a row while being taunted mercilessly by fans in 
Pittsburgh? 

They did not, thanks to back-to-back 5-3 victories after facing back-to-
back 2-0 deficits in those games. 

So it was back to MSG for the first Game 7 there since the 2015 Eastern 
Conference finals against the Lightning, and an overtime thriller that they 
trailed with fewer than six minutes left in regulation time before a tying 
goal by Mika Zibanejad. 

The crushing 2-0 loss that night in 2015 was the last huge moment of the 
Henrik Lundqvist era, and fans waited seven years for another crack at 
the sport’s highest drama — albeit two rounds earlier than the last one. 

They got plenty of drama. Nothing beats a Game 7, especially for a 
franchise that had to re-find its way in a new decade after a heck of a 
2010s, and now the Rangers are 3-0 in overtime Game 7s at home. 

Where do the Rangers go from here? To Raleigh, for a second-round 
series against the Hurricanes. 

Whether their road ends there or beyond, the immediate future looks 
bright. 

The best-case scenario for New York-area hockey fans would be for the 
aging Islanders to retool and reset under a new coach and have both 
teams in the playoffs in 2022-23 — preferably against each other at 
some point for the first time since 1994, an extraordinarily long stretch for 
teams in the same division. 

Bottom line: This is a good time to be a fan of hockey in the metropolitan 
area, no matter which team you root for. 

Would the Rangers’ end of it have played out this way had ownership not 
acted quickly and decisively after back-to-back embarrassments against 
the Islanders and Capitals late last season? 

We do not know, and never will. All that we do know is that the 2021-22 
Rangers compiled 110 regular-season points and came back from a 3-1 
series deficit to win Game 7 on Sunday night. 

In the bottom-line world in which they operate, that validates the events 
of last May. 

The Broadway Blueshirts are back on center stage, where they and their 
fans expect them to be. 

Newsday LOADED: LOADED: 05.17.2022 

1245610 New York Rangers 

 

2022 NHL playoff preview: Hurricanes vs. Rangers 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Shayna Goldman19-24 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

The Metropolitan division is a gauntlet. It took seven games apiece on 
either side to figure out who would play who, but we have our answer: 
Carolina and New York. Fitting that it’s the two top seeds, but the 
margins were razor thin along the way. Both series were expected to be 
close and they played out exactly to script. 

For a while it didn’t look like Carolina would need seven games to 
dispatch Boston, but it was a true homer series and the Hurricanes were 
blessed to have home ice. As for the Rangers, it looked extremely 
unlikely they would be here at all after going down 3-1 in their series 
against the Penguins. But some injuries on the other side created a path 
that they were able to capitalize on. 

Now comes the matchup to determine who represents the division in the 
conference finals. This one doesn’t look as close as the other two. 

Odds 

Carolina holds the edge in this one as expected for the higher seed. The 
Hurricanes enter the series with a 64 percent chance of winning which is 
either too high if all you care about is the standings or too low if you 
watched any of the Rangers games from the first round. The Rangers 
were absolutely dominated, barely squeezing past a team that started a 
third-string goalie for five of seven games — but they still won as they 
have all season. 

The Rangers are an enigma in that regard and it feels likely that a series 
against Carolina will play out in a similar way: a maddeningly lopsided 
scoring chance counter that’s undone entirely by goaltending. That’s their 
edge and it works for them, but it’s far from a reliable one as the Rangers 
were mere inches away from losing the first round in five games. The 
way Carolina wins games is much more dependable. 

Given Carolina’s recent history, there is some concern that a series 
against the best goalie in the league is a recipe for disaster for a team 
that sometimes struggles to actually capitalize on their chances. If there’s 
any goalie that can steal a series it’s the one wearing blue between these 
two teams, and if there’s any team that’ll let them it’s the one wearing 
red. Carolina is favored for a reason and wins this series two-thirds of the 
time, but there’s a reason it’s not more lopsided. This won’t be a 
cakewalk. 

Season Stats 
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The Hurricanes’ play in front of the blue paint is a major reason why 
they’re favored in this series — and they’re no pushover in the crease, 
either. 

Carolina was a top-five team in generating offense in the regular season, 
and they converted on their chances at a high rate. But the Corsi Canes’ 
play took a hit below the surface against Boston, but their results 
exceeded expectations and their regular season results. 

Offense was a weakness of the Rangers’ throughout the season, but 
their finishing ability hid some of their gaps. Against Pittsburgh, they 
increased their shot rate but still struggled in the quality areas. New 
York’s goals rate ticked up in their seven-game series, but it’s still shy of 
Carolina’s. 

Now match those offenses up with each team’s defense. 

The Rangers improved play in their own zone after the deadline, but all of 
that fell apart in the postseason. They allowed a high rate of shots and 
quality chances, and when Igor Shesterkin wasn’t at his usual elite level, 
it hurt them on the scoresheet. If their defense stays wide open in Round 
2 and continues to bleed quality chances against, they’re going to need 
their goaltending to be perfect to even stand a chance. 

On the flip side, the Rangers will have to find a way to break through 
Carolina’s defense. This was the best team at limiting shots against in 
the regular season. Boston found a way to push against that in Round 1, 
but they’re a much stronger offensive team than their next opponent. But 
even when quality chances slipped through, goaltending was there to be 
the difference-maker. 

While Carolina has the five-on-five advantage, special teams are closer. 
The Hurricanes take a lot of penalties and have had an elite penalty kill to 
back them up — the Bruins did find a way to push them on the power 
play, though. The Rangers, on the other side, have a dangerous power 
play that boosted their creation in Round 1. 

Then there’s Carolina’s power play that had some shortcomings in the 
regular season against New York’s penalty kill that ranked in the top 10. 
The Hurricanes’ scoring took a step back in Round 1, as did the Rangers’ 
penalty kill. 

Roster Breakdown 

After a Vezina and Hart caliber regular season, the Rangers came into 
the playoffs with the best goaltender in Igor Shesterkin. The only 
question was how he’d perform in his first NHL postseason — and he 
quickly answered with an outstanding performance in Game 1. He faced 
8.8 expected goals against, the most a goalie has faced in the playoffs in 
the data era ever, and finished with the second-best performance with a 
GSAx of 4.5. He followed that up with another stellar performance in 
Game 2. His next two outings were a bit more shaky, but above all else 
he had no support in front of him. The Rangers absolutely left their 
goaltender hung out to dry, and he didn’t respond up to his usual 
standards. 

When it mattered the most, in Game 7, Shesterkin was sharp and 
ultimately, he ended Round 1 with a .911 save percentage and stopped 
4.6 goals above expected. If he’s at his best this next series, the Rangers 
could have a chance — this caliber goalie can steal a series and this 
team knows that firsthand from the Henrik Lundqvist era. But against this 
Hurricanes team, he likely will have even less support than before, 
putting even more emphasis on his play. 

The Rangers had a massive goaltending edge against Pittsburgh, facing 
Louis Domingue for most of their series, and still barely squeaked by. 
Things are going to be different in this series, especially with Frederik 
Andersen potentially returning at some point. It sounds like he might be 
available if it’s a long series and that would be a big boost for the 
Hurricanes. He was one of their most important players this season and 
he represents a 2.4-win upgrade from Antti Raanta. Four wins still isn’t 
close to Shesterkin, but it’s closer at the very least. 

That’s not to discredit the performance Raanta put up himself in the 
opening round. He was really strong in six games for the Hurricanes 
posting a .927 save percentage and saving three goals above expected, 
the sixth-best mark in the playoffs so far. The question is whether he can 
keep it up for another round and that lack of certainty is the difference 
between his projected value and Andersen’s. There’s a lot more comfort 
knowing Andersen is in between the pipes, but Raanta is far from a bad 
backup plan. 

It’s also helpful that Carolina doesn’t need to rely on its goalies so much 
to succeed — the Hurricanes are backed by a tremendous defence corps 
with a strong commitment to team defence. It was a bit difficult to assert 
that against a very strong Bruins team, but should be much easier 
against a Rangers team that struggles to control the run of play. 

Carolina is very deep at defence and that starts with its elite top pair of 
Jaccob Slavin and Tony DeAngelo — both of whom led the team with 
eight points in the opening round. 

That’s to be expected of DeAngelo, who was brought in to facilitate 
offence from the back end and he’s thrived in that role as a Hurricane. 
He’s a strong puck-mover and a great power-play quarterback, but was 
also able to handle himself well on the top pair next to Slavin. It’s not the 
hardest job with a partner of that caliber, but not any player can do it 
either. For the series DeAngelo’s 54 percent expected goals rate led all 
Carolina defenders. 

That probably has more to do with Slavin, though, who has proven 
himself to be Carolina’s driver from the back end. He’s an elite presence 
and was a major key to stifling Boston’s attack. He was the only other 
Hurricane defender above 50 percent in expected goals and the 
Hurricanes outscored Boston 10-3 at five-on-five when he was on the ice. 
Pretty impressive. Expect great numbers against the Rangers as well, as 
this pair will be very tough for them to crack. 

The other two pairs are a bit more vulnerable, but that likely comes down 
to opponent rather than ability. It may be a problem in later rounds, but 
probably not in this one in terms of a puck possession standpoint. 

Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei proved to be a reasonably strong second 
pairing with shutdown abilities this season. That wasn’t a surprise for 
Pesce, but it was nice to see Skjei’s numbers finally align with the opinion 
many have of him. During the year they had a strong 54 percent 
expected goals percentage but that dropped to 43 percent for Pesce and 
38 percent for Skjei against Boston. Those are not good numbers and 
speak to a vulnerable pair that may get exposed against stronger teams. 
The Rangers will pose an interesting test towards that — if this pair can’t 
get it together against the weakest five-on-five team in the playoffs they 
may be in serious trouble later on. 

Carolina’s third pair was also out-chanced, which isn’t ideal and it’s 
possible we see more of Ethan Bear in this series as a result. That 
Carolina has a player of that caliber waiting in the wings is a nice luxury. 

The Rangers’ defense, on the other hand, isn’t their greatest asset. 

Their No. 1 is projected to be the most valuable defenseman in this 
series, with Adam Fox coming in at 3.4 wins. The reigning Norris Trophy 
winner is one of the best players in New York thanks to his elite puck-
moving abilities and vision. He may not be the speediest skater or the 
most physical, but he thrives thanks to his smarts and calm under 
pressure. 

What worked against him in the first round was being a part of a 
particularly imbalanced pair when Ryan Lindgren was out of the lineup. 
That led to time alongside Justin Braun, which tested the entire blue line. 
The Braun-Fox pairing was below break-even in shots and absolutely 
disastrous when it came to managing quality chances, with a sub-27 
percent expected goals rate at five-on-five. 

With his trusty partner back in the fold, possibly held together by duct 
tape as Lindgren deals with who knows how many injuries, the Rangers 
are going to need Fox to be the Adam Fox of the last two years — the 
player who quickly became a cornerstone of the franchise with his 
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excellent play. This is the duo that’s likely going to be tasked with going 
against top competition, just as they have been over the last two 
seasons. 

In Round 1, with the Lindgren injury factoring in, it was Jacob Trouba and 
K’Andre Miller facing off against the dynamic Sidney Crosby line more 
consistently. The task just became too steep for this duo — overall they 
earned just a 34.5 percent expected goals rate at five-on-five through 
seven games. That doesn’t necessarily mean they’re doomed in Round 
2. But it’s still a red flag that all six Rangers blueliners, including Miller in 
Trouba, find themselves with a sub-41 percent expected goals rate after 
the series with Pittsburgh. 

A healthy Lindgren restores some order. That may help Miller and 
Trouba bounce back with their workloads slightly eased. Miller was one 
of the best Rangers in the second half of the season, finding a way to 
use his size and strength to his advantage, along with his skating stride 
and long reach. His game should help neutralize their opponent, but 
that’s asking a lot of the second-year skater and it’s going to have to be 
an effort by committee against this aggressive team. 

The third pair is the weakest of the bunch; Patrik Nemeth played his way 
out of the lineup with some lackluster defensive efforts and undisciplined 
play that is particularly problematic for someone who should be on the 
penalty kill. That’s why Braun’s playing in his place, which is a slight 
upgrade alongside rookie Braden Schenider. 

Up front, the Rangers have some star power headlining their offense. 

Chris Kreider was a goal scoring machine in his career year, and Mika 
Zibanejad, who tends to be more of a shooter, was a dual-threat. One of 
his best weapons, a right-handed shot from the left circle, wasn’t as 
effective against right-catching Louis Domingue to open the series, and 
there were some legitimate concerns below the surface as well. 

As much as the Rangers claimed to not play the matchup game, they did 
exactly that matching this line — Kreider, Zibanejad, and Frank Vatrano 
— against Crosby’s line. In almost 60 minutes of matchup time between 
Guentzel and Zibanejad, the Rangers only mustered 26.7 percent of the 
expected goals share, and were outscored 5-3. It wasn’t until Game 6 
that the Kreider and Zibanejad duo showed more spark — in fact, their 
impacts on the scoresheet came with tweaks to that line, whether it was 
Tyler Motte in Game 6 or Andrew Copp in 7. 

The Hurricanes are a completely different team from Pittsburgh, but 
that’s going to be something to WATCH: if the Rangers’ top two forwards 
gets buried in their own zone, will adjustments come sooner than the final 
minutes of a potential elimination game for defensive support? Or will 
Kreider and Zibanejad be the drivers when they’re on the ice, even if it’s 
against top competition like they’re accustomed to? 

What makes the Rangers dangerous is that they’re able to split their best 
players between two combinations to give them a good one-two punch in 
the top six. With Artemi Panarin technically on the second line, it’s 
Zibanejad and Kreider on their first line. 

Panarin projects to be the most valuable skater in this entire matchup at 
3.7 wins, but his postseason performance hasn’t quite lived up to that. 
This isn’t a matter of a player not rising to the occasion in the playoffs — 
just look at how he performed in Columbus. Maybe there’s a lingering 
injury impeding his play, he did miss the last couple of regular season 
games, after all. 

But when it all came down to it, Panarin was the difference-maker the 
Rangers needed with the series-clinching goal in overtime. That’s the 
thing about elite players — even when they’re not at their best, they can 
completely change the game in a matter of seconds. That’s something 
that’s been true for Panarin throughout the season, even when his play 
wasn’t at his usual elite levels below the surface, he still made an impact 
on the scoresheet. It was just before the trade deadline that everything 
truly turned around, with him playing some of his best hockey of the 
season. And that’s the level New York has to hope for this round. 

Alongside Panarin there’s Ryan Strome, his mainstay center through 
much of his tenure in New York, and Andrew Copp who’s been a key 
addition in all situations. That combination actually has the best 
underlying numbers of the Rangers’ primary combinations, but that’s not 
saying much. They outscored opponents with 59 percent of the goals at 
five-on-five, but fell below break-even in shots and even lower in 
expected goals. But if Panarin hits his stride, it’s a different story. 

The Hurricanes have star power to match up front, but like the Boston 
matchup it’s a little lacking in comparison. Sebastian Aho and Andrei 
Svechnikov stack up well against Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider in 
terms of total value — but there isn’t really an answer for Panarin on the 
second line. 

Aho and Svechnikov were Carolina’s strongest forwards at driving play in 
the opening round with the duo earning 55 percent of the expected goals 
or close to it. Still, we might need some more scoring from each as Aho 
had just five points for the series and Svechnikov had four. Both are 
capable of more and the opponent factor likely plays a role there. Every 
away game in Boston meant a matchup against Patrice Bergeron, a 
matchup Aho really struggled with. That won’t be a problem here against 
New York and the top line should be able to command the series more 
as a result. The big Seth Jarvis breakout that was on display in Round 1 
helps a lot in that regard. He had five points of his own and really adds to 
Carolina’s arsenal. 

The Hurricanes will likely need to rely on their depth to take over this 
series as that’s where they hold the biggest edge over the Rangers. That 
mostly comes from a balanced middle six – two lines with equal value 
and differing utility. New York can match up well with one of those lines 
thanks to Panarin, but not both as the team’s depth after the top six is 
seriously lacking. 

The second line is the scoring line, one that should help alleviate some of 
the offensive pressure that Aho faces on the top line. The third line is the 
checking line, one that should help alleviate some of the defensive 
responsibility that Aho faces on the top line. Perfectly balanced. 

Both lines had moments against Boston, but on the whole were out-
chanced for the entire series. That can’t happen here against the 
Rangers because Carolina’s advantage will depend on putting more 
dangerous pucks on Shesterkin than the Rangers manage the other way. 

Vincent Trocheck and Teuvo Teravainen were very productive with 
seven points each against the Bruins. But while his line outscored the 
competition 6-0, the underlying process was a little flawed with an ugly 
35 percent expected goals rate. As for Jordan Staal’s line, they were a 
little better at 43 percent, but that’s not good enough for a shutdown line. 
Against New York, he and his wingers will need to do a better job of 
controlling the run of play. 

It’ll be interesting to see what role Max Domi plays in all of this and if he 
sees an elevated role. He had a pretty decent series that was capped off 
by an excellent showing in Game 7. Domi had five points in the series 
and could slot into the top nine in a pinch — but is also a nice asset on 
the fourth line. Carolina has a lot of options in terms of finding the right 
mix and regardless of what the team decides, it’ll be very tough to handle 
for the Rangers. 

While Carolina has options up and down their lineup, the Rangers don’t 
have as many — at least, no ones the coaches are as willing to try. 
They’ve been stringent in a lot of their combinations with some 
questionable deployment along the way. 

The “Kid Line” of Alexis Lafrenière, Filip Chytil, and Kaapo Kakko added 
some pop in Round 1 when the team needed it by creating some 
sustained pressure in the offensive zone. But this combination isn’t 
exactly trusted like their top-six players, or even the fourth line at times. 

On the fourth line, Barclay Goodrow is sidelined with injury at least to 
start Round 2. While he doesn’t have as much offensive upside, he’s 
trusted to absorb tough minutes, is strong defensively, and adds more 
versatility in his ability to play center and wing. Tyler Motte’s return from 
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injury helped mitigate that loss after the team deployed 11 forwards and 
seven defenders. The speedy winger can transition the puck up the ice 
and disrupt opponents at even strength and on the penalty kill. But 
there’s limited upside on the fourth line beside him. That stunts the 
matchup game against a deeper lineup, because there are only so many 
players available on the fourth line who can really handle the puck. 

The Bottom Line 

The Rangers got this far thanks mostly to the Igor Shesterkin show. 
There were those hoping that wouldn’t be the case, encouraged that the 
rest of the team would give more support to the netminder after a strong 
post-deadline showing. But that didn’t play out in the opening round. It 
worked well enough to win against a hobbled Penguins team, but it’ll be 
difficult to win another round employing that same strategy. There needs 
to be more from the rest of the team. 

That’ll be very difficult against a deep and poised Hurricanes team that 
looks ready to take the next step. Carolina is a team built to win with very 
few holes and will likely control this series similarly to the way the 
Penguins handled the Rangers last series. That means more chances to 
score and a better chance to win every night. It’s no guarantee, not with 
Shesterkin on the other side, but the odds are in Carolina’s favor for a 
reason. The Rangers roster outside the crease still has a lot to prove. 
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NHL Mock Draft 2022: Picks, analysis for the entire first round 

 

Corey Pronman12-15 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

Last week we projected the first 17 picks with the help of our staff of 
writers. Today I am releasing my own initial projection of how I think the 
first round of the 2022 NHL Draft will go. 

As most NHL teams have not yet had year-end meetings to put together 
their lists, this mock is not as intel-based as future iterations will be. 
Rather, I’ve tried to plug players in where I think it makes sense based on 
talent and fit, and where I’m hearing they are being projected range-wise 
around the league. 

1. Montreal Canadiens: Shane Wright, C, Kingston-OHL 

While Wright has been No. 1 on most scouts’ lists all season, he isn’t on 
everyone’s, and this pick will be a debate over the next two months. 
Slovakian winger Juraj Slafkovsky and USNTDP center Logan Cooley 
have legitimate claims to this slot. As of now Wright remains the favorite, 
but that could change. 

2. New Jersey Devils: Juraj Slafkovsky, LW, TPS-Liiga 

New Jersey is a rare team picking in this range without a clear need for a 
center. Cooley could very reasonably be the best player available at this 
slot, but I think a slight majority of scouts will say Slafkovsky is. He would 
look very good next to Jack Hughes for the next decade. 

3. Arizona Coyotes: Logan Cooley, C, USNTDP-USHL 

Arizona’s starting from scratch, and getting a potential first line center is a 
great way to start this iteration of the rebuild. I would imagine whichever 
of the top three prospects gets here will likely be the Coyotes’ pick. 

4. Seattle Kraken: Simon Nemec, RHD, Nitra-Slovakia 

Seattle added a potential first line center in the 2021 draft in Matty 
Beniers and could be in position now to add a potential top pair 
defenseman in Nemec or David Jiricek. In a poll of scouts it’s a near coin 
flip between the two, with a slight majority preferring Nemec right now 

after a great postseason in Slovakia. The World Championships could 
change that though. 

5. Philadelphia Flyers: David Jiricek, RHD, Plzen-Czechia 

Jiricek or Nemec make a lot of sense for a rebuilding Flyers team that 
lacks a true premium young center or defense talent coming up with 
Nolan Patrick’s development not going as planned. 

6. Columbus Blue Jackets: Cutter Gauthier, LW/C, USNTDP-USHL 

Gauthier is the top contender to break into the top five, as he has fans in 
the scouting world who think he’s a clear top 5 pick, if not a top 3, while 
some aren’t as close to sold. If he doesn’t go top 5 he won’t last long, as 
a tall, quick, skilled, competitive forward who can play the middle or wing. 

7. Ottawa Senators: Joakim Kemell, RW, JYP-Liiga 

Kemell isn’t the biggest winger, but he’s a highly talented goal-scorer 
who can drive the play. He has a lot of skill, but also adds a high 
compete level Ottawa typically covets in their draft picks. Gauthier could 
very well be in their mix as well. 

8. Detroit Red Wings: Marco Kasper, C, Rogle-SHL 

Detroit’s need for a center is well-documented and Kasper looks like a 
potential top two line center. Some may be surprised to see Kasper’s 
name this high, but he’s trending in this range with some teams and a 
strong World Championships is only helping that argument. 

9. Buffalo Sabres: Matthew Savoie, C/RW, Winnipeg-WHL 

Buffalo doesn’t have much coming up the middle, but their center depth 
chart is solid enough. Savoie fits this slot on talent, and while he has a 
chance to stick down the middle in the NHL, he’s probably a winger. 

10. Anaheim Ducks: Kevin Korchinski, LHD, Seattle-WHL 

Korchinski’s name has been buzzing of late after a strong WHL playoffs. 
As a 6-2, mobile, highly skilled defenseman he has become the favorite 
to be the third defenseman selected. Anaheim could use another top 
defense prospect to build with Jamie Drysdale and Olen Zellweger. 

11. San Jose Sharks: Jonathan Lekkerimaki, RW, Djurgarden-SHL 

I could see any of Savoie, Korchinski or Lekkerimaki making sense for 
the Sharks. Lekkerimaki would add a high-skill and goal-scoring threat 
there isn’t a lot of up in the Sharks depth chart. That he was SHL 
teammates with their 2021 first round pick William Eklund is a funny 
coincidence. 

12. Columbus Blue Jackets: Pavel Mintyukov, LHD, Saginaw-OHL 

Mintyukov belongs here on talent, but the question in NHL circles is 
where he ends up given his passport even though he played in North 
America. There seems less concern on him than Russians playing in 
Russia, albeit not zero concern. The premium defense talent runs out 
quickly, and if the Blue Jackets want to add some sort of top blue line 
talent Mintyukov makes the most sense. If they end up with one of 
Nemec/Jiricek I could see this pick as Geekie instead. 

13. New York Islanders: Conor Geekie, C, Winnipeg-WHL 

Where Geekie ends up will be one of the more interesting things to follow 
in this draft. Some scouts believe he should be a top 8 lock, whereas 
others feel he’s more of a teens pick. As a 6-foot-3 center with legit 
offense, I don’t expect he’ll last that long even if he didn’t have the huge 
season some expected on a loaded Winnipeg ICE club. The Islanders 
have good center depth, but Geekie is the best player available here. If 
Lekkerimaki got to 13 I could see him as a great fit for the Islanders too. 

14. Winnipeg Jets: Frank Nazar, C, USNTDP-USHL 

Winnipeg has drafted two listed centers in the first round in Chaz Lucius 
and Cole Perfetti who are probably wings in the NHL, but Nazar has a 
chance to stick down the middle due to his great speed and compete 
despite his size. He’s got a bit of variance in opinions around the 
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industry, with some in the NHL seeing him as a top ten pick and others 
more as a 15-25 pick. 

15. Vancouver Canucks: Brad Lambert, RW, Pelicans-Liiga 

Where Lambert ends up will be one of more interesting parts of draft 
weekend. Some scouts are still huge believers in the player and some 
don’t want to get close to him. He’s got a ton of talent and Vancouver 
doesn’t have anyone coming up who can break open a shift like Lambert 
can so I can see them being a candidate for him. 

16. Buffalo Sabres: Danila Yurov, RW, Magnitogorsk-KHL 

Where Yurov goes will be one of the most debated parts of the leadup to 
the draft. He’s an agreed top 10 player on talent in the league, but as a 
Russian player playing in Russia, whether he can secure a visa is a 
concern for league personnel. As a team with multiple firsts, Buffalo 
makes sense to take a chance with this pick, whether it’s on Yurov or a 
player like Lambert. If not here I can see Yurov going somewhere in the 
second half of the first round. 

17. Nashville Predators: Denton Mateychuk, LHD, Moose Jaw-WHL 

Nashville hasn’t used a top two round pick on a defenseman since 2016 
so I can certainly see them looking to upgrade their system there. 
Mateychuk and Owen Pickering both make a lot of sense around this 
range. 

18. Dallas Stars: Rutger McGroarty, LW, USNTDP-USHL 

The Dallas farm system is in a good spot right now with no glaring need. I 
could see a defenseman here like Pickering or Mateychuk, but 
McGroarty would also make a lot of sense as a highly skilled, competitive 
goal-scorer to finish off the plays Wyatt Johnston and Mavrik Bourque will 
make. 

19. Los Angeles Kings: Jiri Kulich, LW, Karlovy Vary-Czechia 

The Kings have a deep prospect pool and no obvious positional need 
due to that. Kulich is arguably the best player available at 19 per some 
scouts, especially following his outstanding U18 Worlds where he was 
named MVP of the tournament. 

20. Washington Capitals: Lian Bichsel, LHD, Leksands-SHL 

Bichsel is a name trending with a lot of NHL teams, and a top 20 pick is 
absolutely in the cards for a 6-foot-5 defenseman who skates well 
enough and provides physicality with first pass offense. I could see him 
or Pickering make sense at the Capitals spot. 

21. Pittsburgh Penguins: Luca Del Bel Belluz, C, Mississauga-OHL 

The Penguins haven’t drafted high much in the first round so they have a 
ton of needs in their system. Centers like Del Bel Belluz and Nathan 
Gaucher as well as blueliners make a lot of sense here. They don’t have 
a ton coming offensively in the system and Del Bel Belluz can provide a 
major skill and scoring upgrade. 

22. Edmonton Oilers: Owen Pickering, LHD, Swift Current-WHL 

The Oilers have used first round picks in recent years on defensemen 
Philip Broberg and Evan Bouchard but you can never have too many big 
huge, mobile defensemen who can move the puck, and that’s what 
Pickering is even if the offense isn’t incredible.  I could see him or Bichsel 
as options here for Edmonton. 

23. Anaheim Ducks: Jimmy Snuggerud, RW, USNTDP-USHL 

Snuggerud’s projected draft slot has been tough to nail down, as I’ve 
heard some sources say he could go well into the teens, but others view 
him more as a 20s type of pick. I lean to the latter. With the Ducks getting 
Korchinski at 10, adding a goal-scorer with size to put next to Trevor 
Zegras or Mason McTavish would be a nice first round for them. 

24. St. Louis Blues: Nathan Gaucher, C, Quebec-QMJHL 

I think the Blues system could really use a defenseman but I don’t see 
the board lining up well to take one on talent if draft goes like this. Their 
system could also use a true center, and Gaucher fits at 24. He can 
complement the skilled players they have on their roster and in the 
system by providing hard minutes and size down the middle. That he’s 
teammates with fellow Blues first round pick Zachary Bolduc is also just a 
coincidence. 

25. Tampa Bay Lightning: Ivan Miroshnichenko, LW, Avangard-VHL 

Miroshnichenko has been making positive progress in his fight against 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma and belief around league is he could still end up 
being a late day 1 pick or early day 2 pick. Tampa hasn’t had many picks 
in recent years or kept that many prospects, so it would be a highly 
intriguing option to them to try and add a top talent later in the draft. 

26. New York Rangers: Noah Ostlund, C, Djurgarden-Sweden Jr. 

Ostlund may be the prospect with the largest variance among teams right 
now. I’ve talked to scouts who think he’s a top 15 pick and some who 
don’t see him as a day 1 pick. The Rangers have a lot of good young 
players coming, but a center is their one glaring need in the system. 
Ostlund would provide skill, speed and compete down the middle even if 
he lacks size. 

27. Minnesota Wild: Liam Ohgren, LW, Djurgarden-Sweden Jr. 

The Wild have done a good job in recent drafts addressing positional 
needs internally at center, defense and goaltender. Wingers such as 
Ohgren or Isaac Howard are probably the best players available at this 
slot. Ohgren would provide a blend of skill, goal-scoring and compete to 
the lineup. 

28. Toronto Maple Leafs: Isaac Howard, LW, USNTDP-USHL 

Howard, Ostlund and Slovakian winger Filip Mesar fits the high skill/IQ 
mentality that Toronto usually drafts by and could be options for them at 
28. Howard isn’t the biggest or fastest player, but he’s one of the more 
purely skilled players in the draft. 

29. Montreal Canadiens: Filip Bystedt, C, Linkoping-SHL 

Bystedt has been a name trending in scout circles for the last few 
months, and some sources have felt he’s been a first rounder since the 
fall. He’s not full of highlight reels, but he’s a 6-foot-3 center who can 
skate and has some offense, so there’s a lot to dream on. He along with 
Wright and Nick Suzuki could solidify the Habs center depth for a while. 

30. Arizona Coyotes: Sam Rinzel, RHD, Chaska-US High School 

Rinzel has been a name I’ve heard floated as a late first/early second 
candidate for a while. He’s got a ways to go development-wise, but the 
toolkit is awesome as a 6-foot-4 defenseman who skates well for his size 
and shows some offense. He’d be a good swing for Arizona’s second first 
round pick. 

31. Arizona Coyotes: Owen Beck, C, Mississauga-OHL 

Beck is a bit of a boring first round pick, but he offers a lot of NHL traits 
due to his skating, two-way play and does offer some offense too. He’s 
got a chance to be a third line center in the NHL which if he hits on that 
would be good value at the 31 slot. 

32. Buffalo Sabres: Reid Schaefer, LW, Seattle-WHL 

Schaefer’s been a name trending in NHL circles in the second half. He’s 
a big, physical winger who provides some offense and finishing touch 
and I would say has a 50/50 chance to be a first rounder. He would 
complement a lot of the skilled guys in the Sabres system with a different 
style of play. 
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Why the 2022 NHL Draft’s diamond in the rough might be Austria’s 
Vinzenz Rohrer 

 

Scott Wheeler14-17 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

There is no one in the 2022 NHL Draft who has travelled a road to 
Montreal anything like Vinzenz Rohrer’s. 

On a spring morning, as he tries to map out all of its forks, all of the many 
ways that he and his journey differ from his peers are not lost on him. 

When his name is called to the draft stage at the Bell Centre in July, he 
will become just the 17th player of Austrian descent to be selected in the 
NHL Entry Draft, likely following the 16th, countryman Marco Kasper (a 
projected first-round pick in the 2022 class), in the second or third round. 

So there’s that. There’s where he comes from: Feldkirch, a small 
medieval town of 30,000 people in Austria’s west, near its border with 
Switzerland. 

But even a layer past that, his roots are unique. 

His older brother got into the sport because their dad, Stefan Lochbihler, 
a former professional tennis player, had taken up hockey after his pro 
tennis career came to an end due to injury (before he suffered the injury 
in his mid-20s, Lochbihler had played to a career-high world ranking of 
No. 141, which included winning a 1989 ATP Challenger Tour title in Sao 
Paolo, Brazil). 

Before Lochbihler became a pro tennis player, his father and mother, 
Rohrer’s grandparents, were a professional golfer and professional 
tennis player, respectively, as well. 

Rohrer and his grandfather, now 85 and recovering from a heart 
operation in March, still played golf almost daily together last summer. 

“I probably still can’t beat him,” Rohrer said. 

After playing 10 years of high-level tennis himself, which included 
winning an Austrian national junior tennis championship, Rohrer had to 
decide if he was going to pursue tennis or hockey. 

He was pulled down the hockey route by the success of his neighbour, 
Marco Rossi. 

The Rossis live 300 metres down his street in Feldkirch and Marco 
became the second-highest selected Austrian ever when the Wild drafted 
him with the ninth pick in the 2020 draft. 

Rohrer calls Marco his best childhood friend. Growing up, his older 
brother played minor hockey with Marco, and he got into the sport by 
following them to the rink. After games and practices, the two families 
would all return to one of their homes to eat meals together and play mini 
sticks in their basements. To this day, Lochbihler and Marco’s father 
Michael are also extremely close friends. 

In a lot of ways, Rohrer’s and Marco’s stories are actually a lot alike. But 
they’re the only players who can say that about each other. 

After Marco carved his path to the top of the NHL Draft through years of 
commuting across the Austrian border into Switzerland to play hockey, 
and then through the Ottawa 67’s via the CHL Import Draft, Rohrer 
followed suit. 

As a kid, Rohrer’s mom, Ulrike Rohrer, decided to work part-time in her 
job as a secretary so that she could drive him, five or six times a week, 
the near-two hours from Feldkirch to Kusnacht, a suburb of Zurich, so 
that he could play in Switzerland’s junior ranks. Rohrer did his schooling 
on his own in the long car rides back and forth between Austria and 
Switzerland. 

At 14, he then got an apartment in Zurich, the country’s largest city, 
making the move to Switzerland full-time by himself so that he could play 

for its ZSC Lions. For two years in Zurich at ages 14-16, his two-hour car 
rides became two-hour train rides home on off days so that he could see 
his family. 

In November of 2019, as Rossi played his second and last season with 
the 67’s, brass from Ottawa reached out to Rohrer under the prompting 
of Michael and Marco. At the time, he was still playing with ZSC’s under-
17 team, a full level below the under-20 one Marco played with when the 
67’s recruited him. 

Unlike Rossi before him, Rohrer didn’t have his sights set on the NHL 
before that initial call from the 67’s. 

But after tracking him for the entirety of the 2019-20 and 2020-21 
seasons in Switzerland — which concluded with Rohrer captaining the 
under-17 team and scoring 31 goals and 50 points in just 28 games, and 
eventually 22 games with the under-20 team (where he scored seven 
points as a 16-year-old) — the 67’s took an equal plunge, drafting Rohrer 
with their first-round pick in the 2021 CHL Import Draft. 

When they did, Rohrer conferenced with his agent and his family and 
they decided that he’d give it a go. 

“If nothing goes well, I can always go back to Zurich,” Rohrer told himself. 

When Rohrer arrived, he had just one season to figure it out before the 
draft (compared to the two Rossi had). He was also almost a full year 
younger than Rossi entering his draft season. Where Rossi’s Sept. 23 
birthday made him one of the oldest players in the 2020 draft (he was 
just days away from being eligible for the preceding 2019 class), Rohrer’s 
Sept. 9 birthday makes him one of the youngest players for 2022 (he’s 
just days away from being eligible for the 2023 class) — a youth that is 
reflected in the centre’s underdeveloped 5-foot-10, 163-pound frame, a 
far cry from the stocky build that Rossi was able to develop with his extra 
year of training in advance of his draft day. 

Still, as a 17-year-old rookie for the entire season, Rohrer’s introduction 
to the OHL in his draft year went about as well as he could have hoped 
— at least personally. On a 67’s team that finished last in the OHL with 
199 goals for (the next-closest team scored 215), Rohrer’s 48 points in 
64 games (25 goals, 23 assists) actually led them in scoring. His 19:46 
average ice time also made him one of the 67’s’ most-used players (he 
was one of just three 67’s forwards to play more than 19 minutes a 
night). 

At midseason, his play made him NHL Central Scouting’s 46th-ranked 
North American skater and earned him an invite to the CHL/NHL Top 
Prospects Game in Kitchener. In Kitchener, he then wowed scouts with 
his performance in the event’s combine testing, showing off his family’s 
athleticism when he finished second in the overall testing behind only 
top-ranked prospect Shane Wright with top-five times in four different 
speed-based tests (second in weave agility, second in weave agility with 
a puck, second in transition agility, and third in transition agility with a 
puck). 

By season’s end, after he’d added four points in four games in Ottawa’s 
first-round series loss in the OHL playoffs (a series he finished with a 
plus-3 rating in despite the 67’s having been outscored 17-11), Rohrer’s 
ranking rose to No. 42 on NHL Central Scouting’s final list. 

He was helped, as he navigated his draft year in a foreign country, by 
multiple visits from his father (who now works as a tennis coach in 
Austria), and even a March visit from Michael Rossi, who flew to Ottawa 
to see his neighbour and take him out for dinner. 

He was also helped by his strong, almost perfectly-fluent English (a stark 
contrast to the near-zero knowledge of the language that Rossi had when 
he first made the move to Ottawa). 

Rohrer credits watching Netflix shows in English (which he began doing 
when he knew he was going to make the move to Canada) instead of his 
native German language, as well as his offseason skills coach, Canadian 
Dylan Stanley (who plays with Feldkirch’s pro team and trains local 
players in the summer), for his aptitude with the language. 
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Throughout his first season in North America, he also leaned on habits 
not often found in hockey players — a love for playing piano and a 
meditating routine — to keep him centred and remind him of home. He 
began meditating three years ago when he first began living alone in 
Zurich. These days, he meditates daily for 20-30 minutes before he goes 
to bed, and often a second time before heading to the rink for games. 

“I can kind of focus more on what I do and just playing hockey without 
any other thoughts in my mind after I meditate,” he said. “It really, really 
helps me.” 

In Ottawa, staff took a quick shine to their new top prospect. 

“He’s very competitive. Unbelievably competitive,” 67’s head coach Dave 
Cameron said during a recent chat in his office. “He’s got high hockey IQ. 
And as he develops strength-wise, because I know he’s going to put the 
work in, and gets bigger and stronger with age and maturity, he’s going 
to be a really good hockey player. He’s fearless. He doesn’t mind holding 
onto the puck, especially in traffic. He has made cross-ice plays that are 
just NHL written all over it with poise and cuts and laying it right on the 
tape. Whoever gets him is going to get a hell of a player and a hell of a 
person. And he’s going to reach his potential, whatever that is, because 
he loves the game and he puts the work in.” 

Rohrer describes himself in similar terms. 

“I’m someone who brings a lot of energy into our team and a positive 
attitude on the bench that gives a feel to the bench. And then I think I can 
create a lot offensively. And then I’m really, really competitive in 
everything that I do,” Rohrer said. 

As the season progressed, 67’s general manager James Boyd began 
getting a lot of calls from NHL scouts about his latest Austrian because of 
those qualities; qualities Boyd said Rohrer shares with his best friend and 
neighbour. 

“He generated a lot of interest in the second half,” Boyd said. “He makes 
plays at high speed. He makes his decisions and executes at high speed. 
He’s got escapability. He’s constantly slivering between his check and 
the boards or darting between the D. That’s a quality that translates really 
well to the next level.” 

The tape 

A review of Rohrer’s game reveals there’s a lot to be excited about, 
especially when you properly contextualize his production relative to his 
age, the team he played on, and the whirlwind year he just went through 
in a new league and country. 

Though his production skewed toward goals more than assists, one of 
the very first things that leaps out about Rohrer’s game is his playmaking 
and touch as a passer. 

Here’s one of those NHL-level passes that Cameron talked about. Watch 
how he leads the puck into Jack Beck from the far wing. 

Here’s that ability to hold onto the puck that Cameron talked about, too. 

And here’s that patience in traffic that Cameron highlighted as well. This 
play, in particular, takes a great deal of comfort level to slow the game 
down at the top of the crease like that (notice, too, that scrappy nature 
coming into play with the reverse hit along the boards at the start of the 
sequence). 

Maybe the most impressive piece of Rohrer’s game is his crossover 
skating and the way he cuts and slices up coverage (as Boyd alluded to, 
and as was evident at the combine in Kitchener). 

His weaving skating patterns combined with his ability to hang onto the 
puck made him a ton of fun to watch at four-on-four and three-on-three 
this season. 

Watch for the cut to the middle here at four-on-four: 

Or the dash to the outside into a slick little assist at four-on-four here: 

Or the way he swings low in his zone at three-on-three and then builds 
speed through his outside edges to attack the slot and score here: 

His speed also makes him a useful penalty killer and helped him create 
three short-handed goals this season. 

This one isn’t short-handed, but his defensive instincts are on display 
when he recognizes the Frontenacs forwards aren’t giving their D any 
options, decides to apply pressure, and then pounces: 

And then here’s one of the short-handed goals, in a turn-and-go 
transition sequence where he’s free and clear in two gallops: 

That competitiveness and fearlessness that he and 67’s staff talk about is 
also evident throughout his game in the consistency with which he 
attacks the inside of the ice. 

Despite his slight frame, Rohrer wants to use his speed to go at opposing 
teams. 

Watch him drop his shoulder, brace to be hit by the back checker, and 
successfully drive the net here: 

When the game slows down in the offensive zone and his speed is taken 
out of it a little more, he still goes to the guts of the ice and stays around 
the puck. 

Here, his aforementioned ability to hold onto the puck, execute NHL-level 
passes (like Cameron talked about) and slither through holes (like Boyd 
talked about) all come together with that willingness to go to the front of 
the net to both start and finish this impressive 25-second sequence. 

After attacking the middle into the zone to create an entry, he hits a hole 
to the outside to set up the power play, pulls coverage with him, hits the 
trailer when four white jerseys collapse into the slot, and then goes to the 
slot when they expand out, eventually finishing off the play on a scramble 
in front. 

All of this is without getting into his ability to read and process the game 
at high speed (that last translatable skill that Boyd touched on), too. 

And that’s a skill that blends beautifully with the rest of his composition. 

It shows up in plays like this, where he has multiple options, his feet are 
moving, a rush is nearing the end of the ice, and he has the presence of 
mind to look off his first two choices (shoot or hit the streaking forward) 
and elect for the third (find the trailer) and then also quickly give-and-go 
with that trailer when he gets it back. 

Same idea here, too, only the play is moving a little slower. 

Mix in a natural shooter’s motion like the one on display in a couple of the 
above sequences but particularly the below one and you’ve got a player 
who can skate, carry, problem-solve, pass, play to the inside or outside, 
and shoot. 

Given his age and immature physical makeup, those tools should make 
him a worthwhile bet in the front half of the draft, because there’s reason 
to believe he’s got both the tools that can’t be taught and the natural 
athleticism (see: his genes and his impressive speed) to train the ones 
that can be. 

With reporting in Kitchener and Ottawa. 
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NHL business notebook: ‘Quest for the Cup’ show returns with in-house 
league production, and ESPN+ streaming numbers 
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The NHL is bringing back its docuseries, “Quest for the Cup” for the 
seventh consecutive season, but for the first time, it’ll be a complete in-
house production by NHL Original Productions. 

In the past, the NHL has subcontracted and worked with other production 
companies to produce the majority of the show. This season the league 
is handling all of the production and background filming in-house. 

Steve Mayer, the NHL’s Chief Content Officer, said over the past six 
seasons they’ve been building a team and the internal staff for this type 
of undertaking and heading into the 2022 Playoffs, it made 
subcontracting no longer necessary. 

“We’ve gone from five people in 2016, to now we have 40 or 45 people 
in-house to work and produce this,” Mayer said. “The hope was that we 
would be able to eventually produce that kind of high-quality program, 
and now we have the people and the staff to do so.” 

Mayers said success when it comes to running league events helped 
start the motivation for internal production, and it’s also been important to 
grow that arm of the NHL offices after many of the elements of Disney 
Streaming Services — previously BAMTech — are once again back 
under the league umbrella of responsibilities. 

For example, the NHL recently got more control back of its own YouTube 
channel from Disney Streaming Services, and NHL Original Productions 
wants to use the channel for more original content as opposed to simply 
being an archive of highlights and replays from programs. 

Mayer also hinted at another original show in the work from NHL Original 
Productions, but wouldn’t give any further details at this time. 

As far as the “Quest for the Cup,” the series will be streamed again on 
ESPN+, the first episode comes out Friday but is expected to get a much 
larger push in marketing this spring since ESPN is also carrying the 
games themselves. Mayer noted that ESPN will have access to NHL 
Original Production programming for ancillary ESPN programs, like The 
Point. 

“They had that access to it in the past, but they didn’t have the 
programming to air it or show it on TV before,” Mayer said. “So, you’ll see 
it integrated more into their programming.” 

Mayer also said the series, like ones in the past, always has certain ideas 
heading into it, but remains largely unscripted with the unpredictable 
nature of playoff hockey. 

“That show and how it takes flight and where it ends up is always so 
unique,” Mayer said. “At the end of the day, it’s all about the access that 
the teams give us. The following of the greatest playoff in all of sports 
and giving our fans that inside glimpse on the ice or off the ice.” 

Mayer said it’s been easier this spring to build off-ice features and get 
team access than in 2021 because COVID protocols are less strict and 
teams are more flexible to work with the league because of that. For lack 
of a better word, this is the first time the show has really felt “normal” in a 
couple of years after the COVID-impacted playoff in 2020 and 2021. 

For example, NHL Original Productions has already shot off ice features 
with Devon Toews and Jonathan Huberdeau, which Mayer said probably 
wouldn’t have been possible last season. Those clips were originally 
slated for the first episode, but with five Game 7s in the first round, those 
features may move into the second or third episode of the show. 

Mayer is the NHL’s point person on each of the main events — outdoor 
games, all-star games, you name it — and has also been using this 
spring to prep for the first in-person NHL draft since 2019. 

“We are looking forward to that one,” Mayer said. “I know that the teams 
are excited about making their way to Montreal, we are changing the set 
design and the look of the draft a bit. I think that’s pretty cool.” 

Mayer indicated that the NHL will be leaning hard into the location in 
Montreal, enlisting NHL Quebec alumni as part of the draft, maybe even 
announcing some picks, and working on a tribute to Guy Lafleur. 

Monday was an off day on the NHL calendar between Round 1 and 2 of 
the playoffs, so it fits well for Mayer to focus on future things. He was 
touring a stadium for a potential future NHL outdoor game, when asked 
where he declined to share that information. 

Disney, the NHL, and streamers 

Last week, Disney held its second quarterly earnings call, announcing 
that it now has 22.3 million subscribers for its ESPN+ platform. 

That’s a million subscriber uptick since the start of 2022, and a sharp 
hike from the 13.8 million subscribers ESPN+ had at this point in 2021. 

For the NHL and its teams, it was cause for celebration and a sign that 
the league made a smart decision when it moved its out-of-market 
package from NHL.tv — which had been already run by Disney 
streaming on the backend — to ESPN+ as part of a new national 
broadcasting deal. 

To add some important context, of those 22.3 million subscribers most 
are not watching NHL games. Many, frankly, aren’t using the service at 
all, and are simply subscribed to it as part of a bundle with Disney+ or 
signed up once and haven’t used it in months — subscription services, 
like gym memberships, make bank on the non-users. 

Based on NHL television ratings, which have improved this season, we 
also know where hockey stands in the American sports landscape when 
it comes to viewership. For example, the Winter Classic drew 1.32 million 
viewers this season, so to assume that multiple millions regularly 
watched out-of-market games on ESPN+ is a stretch that not even 
Andrei Vasilevskiy would attempt. 

That is fine because, for the NHL, the ESPN+ element of the deal with 
Disney was about the potential and testing of a new system. Numbers 
were never made public, but it’s believed the NHL had less than a million 
subscribers for NHL.tv. From a business perspective moving from a 
platform of less than a million potential viewers to one with at least 22 
times is a major win for the league. 

Unfortunately, it’s impossible to apply real numbers to what went from 
potential to actual viewership. Disney has a rather staunch policy on not 
releasing streaming numbers on anything, even some of the leagues that 
have deals with ESPN, like the PHF, don’t know how many viewers their 
games get within the ESPN+ platform. 

However, sources have confirmed that the NHL has not only met, but in 
some cases surpassed, expectations when it comes to streaming and 
subscription-driving power that ESPN was hoping for when it secured the 
deal. Based on our own very unscientific research, social media, it’s also 
abundant that there is a large swath of fans that watched more out-of-
market games this season because of ESPN+, even if they had 
subscribed to the service for another sport like soccer or UFC. 

One of the biggest hockey-related drivers of subscriptions, once again 
proven un-scientifically, were the ESPN+ and Hulu exclusive national 
games, which could only be streamed. Fans were frustrated, I heard 
many of those complaints, but many also decided that even while 
potentially grumbling they would sign up and find the game on the 
streaming service. 

It’s a reality that only emboldened ESPN and Disney’s long-term visions 
as this will become the norm for other sports in North America. In 
October an NFL game between the Jacksonville Jaguars and Denver 
Broncos will be an ESPN+ exclusive, ESPN officials already know that 
there will be blowback leading up to that game, but with any expected 
public frustration on Twitter, subscriber counts will also, albeit quietly, on 
the rise. 

One of the crazy things about all of this is that the NHL’s streaming setup 
for national games isn’t that difficult compared to what’s happening right 
now with Major League Baseball, which now has exclusive national 
streaming games on both Apple+ and Peacock. 
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NHL playoff predictions: A scout, coach and executive pick the second-
round winners 

 

Eric Duhatschek11-14 minutes 16/05/2022 

 

By any measure – objective or subjective – that was an intriguing, highly 
contested opening round of the 2022 NHL playoffs. There were ups and 
the downs, elation and heartbreak. 

Five of the eight series went the distance, all nailbiters. Fifty-one total 
games were played, tied for second-most in history. In all, 14 elimination 
games were played. The last two, on Sunday, went to overtime. 

Goalie availability was the overriding storyline of the opening round. A 
total of 27 different netminders appeared in at least one game of the first 
round. Nineteen different goalies won once (last year, in the entire 
playoffs, there were 18 goalies that registered a victory). 

Let’s reconvene our panel of an anonymous coach, scout and executive 
to see what they have to say about the second round. 

Lightning vs. Panthers 

Unlike Toronto, Florida exorcised an important playoff demon – the win 
over the Capitals marked their first playoff win since 1996 which, 
coincidentally is the only time the Panthers have ever advanced to the 
Stanley Cup Final. An omen, perhaps? The Panthers and Lightning were 
in the NHL for 26 years without ever clashing in the playoffs and now 
they’re convening the Battle of Florida for the second year in a row. 

Tampa Bay won the series a year ago en route to a second consecutive 
Stanley Cup championship. 

The Panthers were a regular-season offensive force but relied mostly on 
the relatively unheralded Carter Verhaeghe to get them out of the first 
round. Verhaeghe had 12 points in the opening round, the most in a 
single playoff series by a Panthers player in team history. 

It masked the fact that Florida didn’t have its usual scoring balance in the 
opening round (Claude Giroux was next with seven points, Aleksander 
Barkov had six and Jonathan Huberdeau had just three). 

But last year, against Tampa Bay, Huberdeau exploded for 10 points in 
the six games. Tampa Bay has the clear edge in goal, where Andrei 
Vasilevskiy’s 30-save performance in the elimination win over Toronto 
was the 11th time in his career that he’d recorded a series-clinching win. 
Vasilevskiy, the 2021 Conn Smythe Trophy winner, has 53 playoff wins 
since 2015. 

Of Tampa Bay’s performance in the opening round, our coach noted that 
when it comes to the Lightning, all anybody ever talks about is their skill. 
What he was most impressed with was their will – and the heart they 
showed to come back from a 3-2 deficit against a skilled Toronto team. 

Tampa Bay looks as if it might need to forge ahead without Brayden 
Point, who was injured in Game 7 and has been a two-way force in 
playoffs past. 

“It’s impossible to pick this series and be totally comfortable with your 
choice,” said the scout. “Florida had a great year, and their best players 
are playing at the top of their game. For Tampa, if Point is out, that is a 
huge loss. But Tampa is such a smart team, so well coached, and they 
are so good at defending a lead. They also have the better goalie, who 
knows how to flat-out steal games on the road, that makes them such a 
threat to win this series. My heart and emotion say Florida, but after what 
Tampa’s overall team game, backed by Vasilevskiy, did to Toronto, my 
head says Tampa.” 

Executive: Lightning in 6 

Coach: Panthers in 6 

Scout: Lightnng in 7 

Consensus: Lightning advances 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes 

Often, one of the most overlooked aspects of team building is the value 
of a reliable backup, which involves much the same philosophy as buying 
insurance. You hope you never need it, but if you ever do, you’re really 
happy to have it. 

In Carolina’s case, they signed Antti Raanta to backup Freddie Andersen 
and Raanta – who has had an injury-filled career himself – stepped up 
when he had to in the seven-game win over Boston, in which every 
victory went to the home side. Carolina today looks a little like Carolina of 
2006 when the Hurricanes won the Stanley Cup, a team that relies on its 
depth and structure to defeat teams that might have greater individual 
star power. 

Offensively, the Hurricanes were led in the opening round by a pair of 
defensemen – Tony DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin, each of whom had 
eight points in seven games. Four players tied for the goal-scoring lead: 
Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck, Seth Jarvis and Nino Niederreiter. 
Trade-deadline acquisition Max Domi was the Game 7 hero. 

It’s instructive that we’ve gotten this far in the analysis without mentioning 
either Sebastian Aho (the team’s regular-season scoring leader) or 
Teuvo Teravainen. 

But that’s Carolina – a team that relies on everyone. 

And maybe the two most important contributors in the opening round 
were the shutdown pair of Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei, who were 
effective against Patrice Bergeron and Co. and will be asked to do the 
heavy lifting against the likes of Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider and Mika 
Zibanejad. 

The Rangers came from behind 27 times to win games in the regular 
season and then overcame a 3-1 series deficit to eliminate the far more 
experienced Penguins. The best news from New York’s perspective: Igor 
Shesterkin, who had an outstanding night in the endless opener, but 
struggled in the middle of the series, started to look like his old self at the 
end. For the Rangers, a Shesterkin – in midseason form – could tilt the 
series their way. 

From our scout: “The Rangers will come into this series on a real high 
note given that they rallied to win three straight games to beat Pittsburgh 
in dramatic fashion. Their big-time forwards – Panarin, Kreider and 
Zibanejad – can score as well as anyone, and Adam Fox is a Norris 
Trophy winner for a reason. But any Rod Brind’Amour coached team will 
know how to play the game in every zone; Carolina will not give the 
Rangers as many scoring chances as the Rangers got against 
Pittsburgh.” 

“No matter who Rod Brind’Amour puts in goal, the depth of this team is 
impressive,” the executive said. “I’m excited to see the speed of both 
teams at play and the return of Tony D’Angelo to MSG.  It will be wild. 
Shesterkin gives the Rangers the advantage in goal, and both teams are 
deep, but I just feel this is Carolina’s time.” 

Executive: Hurricanes in 7 

Coach: Hurricanes in 7 

Scout: Hurricanes in 6 

Consensus: Hurricanes advance 

Blues vs. Avalanche 

Colorado was the only team to breeze through the opening round, getting 
the jump on the Predators early in Game 1, knocking David Rittich out of 
the box and then rolling over a Nashville team that had little pushback. 
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The Avalanche were led by a brilliant series from Cale Makar, who had 
10 points in four games, something no other defenceman has ever done 
in league history (and the last forward to score 10 points in a four-game 
sweep was Detroit’s Johan Franzen back in 2008). 

For Colorado, nine different players scored at least one goal, led by 
Nathan MacKinnon’s five, a goal-scoring total matched by three Blues 
players (David Perron, Ryan O’Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko), even 
though it took them six games to reach those numbers. St. Louis made a 
goalie switch, from Ville Husso to Jordan Binnington, and Binnington was 
there for the final three wins. 

The time off gave Avalanche starter Darcy Kuemper time to recover from 
a stick to the eye that knocked him out of Game 3. The teams last met in 
the playoffs just a year ago, when the Avs swept the Blues and 
MacKinnon rattled off nine points. St. Louis is a hard, heavy team to play 
against and does have a championship pedigree, which is something the 
Avalanche are still pursuing. But unlike other years, Colorado toughened 
up with its trade-deadline adds and cannot be physically pushed out of 
the series. 

“Jordan Binnington is going to have to be great, plain and simple, for St. 
Louis to have a chance,” said our scout. “If they get great goaltending, 
they could make this series closer than people think. St. Louis has 
players who know how to win in the playoffs. Still, Colorado just has too 
much. Makar and Mackinnon are all-world right now, but they have both 
offensive and defensive weapons all over the place.” 

But our executive is picking an upset, noting: “Is there any better playoff 
performer than Ryan O’Reilly? He seems to know the demands of playoff 
hockey more than most. No doubt that MacKinnon and Makar are elite, 
and a handful of Avs players are very good, but it’s tough to bet against 
the Blues’ depth. Goaltending is probably a wash. Kuemper has been 
solid, and it appears Binnington has regained 2019’s form. In the end, it’s 
hard to go against St. Louis’s experience.” 

Executive: Blues in 6 

Coach: Avalanche in 6 

Scout: Avalanche in 5 

Consensus: Avalanche advance 

Oilers vs. Flames 

It was the Connor McDavid show in the opening round as Edmonton 
squeaked out a narrow seven-game victory over the stubborn Kings. 
McDavid contributed a playoff-leading 14 points in the Oilers’ effort, 
including six games with multiple points, which hadn’t been done since 
the Bruins’ Rick Middleton managed the feat in 1983. Oilers’ goaltender 
Mike Smith had an erratic up-and-down series, but was there in the end, 
recording a shutout in Game 7. 

Smith was always destined to meet one of his former teams in the 
second round. He started his pro career in Dallas and credits former 
Stars’ great Marty Turco with teaching him about the value of handling 
and moving the puck. Meanwhile, Calgary walked away from Smith 
following the 2018-19 season and ultimately landed on Jacob Markstrom, 
a Vezina Trophy finalist. As good as Jake Oettinger was for Dallas in the 
opening round, Markstrom was also a difference-maker for the Flames. 

Even if every other series featured goals galore, Calgary-Dallas was a 
more typical, traditional low-scoring series, two defensively sound teams 
backstopped by excellent goaltending. Will it be more of the same in the 
first Battle of Alberta since 1991? 

Maybe not. Four of the top eight regular-season scorers will be featured 
in the series: McDavid and Leon Draisaitl for the Oilers; Johnny 
Gaudreau and Matthew Tkachuk for the Flames. Edmonton holds a 
lifetime 4-1 record over Calgary in the playoffs, the only time the Flames 
ever defeated the Oilers was in 1986 when the famous “own goal” by 
Steve Smith interrupted a run in which Edmonton won Stanley Cups the 
two years before (1984, 1985) and years after (1987, 1988). 

So, there’s a bitter history there among the fan bases, though most of the 
key figures in the series weren’t even alive the last time the teams met in 
the playoffs. 

From our scout: “How many times can you say that Connor McDavid is 
not necessarily going to be the best forward in a playoff series given how 
absolutely spectacular Johnny Gaudreau is playing? I think Gaudreau 
and McDavid will balance themselves out.  And the same can also be 
said for Tkachuk and Draisaitl. Thus, when you look past those four 
players, Calgary has a far superior overall lineup at every position. They 
are extremely well coached by someone who knows how to win a tough 
series – and Edmonton will have a tough time getting many scoring 
chances after their first line.” 

Our executive is picking Edmonton, however. 

“Markstrom is better than Smith. So that’s a huge advantage for Calgary. 
But the key to this series will have to be how Calgary manages Connor 
McDavid. Right now, he’s the best player on the planet by a country mile. 
And he makes others around him better. Kailer Yamamoto has learned to 
play well with him. Gaudreau-Lindholm-Tkachuk is still the best line in 
hockey. And the scare Dallas put into them will only help them prepare 
for the great series ahead of them. How can you beat the Battle of 
Alberta? You can’t.” 

Executive: Oilers in 6 

Coach: Flames in 6 

Scout: Flames in 6 

Consensus: Flames advance 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.17.2022 

1245676 Websites 

 

ESPN / Stanley Cup playoffs 2022 - The Round 1 lessons that will impact 
eight remaining contenders 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

15-18 minutes 

6:57 PM BST 

 

The first round of the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs lasted 51 games -- 
including a pair of Game 7 overtime thrillers in games No. 50 and 51 -- 
and now we're on to Round 2. 

To help digest what we saw from each of the eight surviving teams, as 
well as preview the all the matchups for the next round, we're here to 
serve up our top takeaways for each remaining club. 

The Presidents' Trophy winners didn't dominate the eighth-seed 
Washington Capitals in their first-round victory. 

At times, those Cardiac Cats looked practically on life support. 

Down 3-0 in Game 5. Blown lead to allow for overtime in Game 6. Suffice 
it to say, there were hiccups along the way to Florida's first playoff series 
win since 1996. 

Florida did get there, though. And not primarily because of top-end 
talents like Jonathan Huberdeau (three points) or Sam Reinhart (three 
points) or even Aleksander Barkov (six points). It was more the unsung 
stylings of Carter Verhaeghe's playoff-leading six goals (including the OT 
game winner in that series-deciding Game 6) and the playoff mojo of 
Claude Giroux (three goals, seven points). 

The Panthers' reward for their hard work is a meeting with the reigning 
Stanley Cup champion Lightning. Any recent bad blood there? You bet. 
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Tampa Bay sent Florida packing in the first round last season, 
scrambling Sergei Bobrovsky into such a tailspin that the two-time Vezina 
Trophy winner was replaced by rookie Spencer Knight before the 
Panthers fell in six games. 

To avoid another letdown, and prevent a Lightning three-peat, the 
Panthers have to get introspective about what went wrong against 
Washington. 

Florida led the NHL in wins when trailing after two periods this season 
(14). That may have given the Panthers an inflated sense of ability to 
overcome any obstacle, a toxic positivity that could -- and nearly has 
already -- come back to bite them. 

Florida averaged a league-high 4.11 goals-per-game this regular season 
but watched that dip to 3.33 goals per game in the postseason. And after 
allowing fewer than three goals against per game in the regular season, 
Florida averaged more than three per game against the Capitals. 

The Panthers have gotten solid goaltending from Bobrovsky (.906 SV%), 
who will have to outduel Andrei Vasilevskiy at the other end. Another 
bonus for Florida is that while it sent Washington home in six, Tampa 
Bay battled with Toronto into last Saturday's Game 7. The Lightning will 
enter Game 1 of the second round with less rest than their in-state rivals, 
something on which the Panthers should try to capitalize immediately. 

The bottom line for Florida, though: It's imperative that it key on team 
defense. The goals will come; with a depth of talent like Florida's, 
someone is going to light the lamp. The Panthers just have to balance 
that with the type of tight-checking defensive effort they know Tampa Bay 
can bring. 

That hasn't been a strong suit for Florida, but it could be the difference 
between a conference finals berth and a late-May locker clean-out. -- 
Shilton 

Lightning possess a champion's tenacity 

What did we learn about Tampa Bay in a first-round series victory over 
Toronto? 

Back-to-back Stanley Cup wins hasn't satisfied them. The Lightning are 
hungry for a third. 

What we learned from the rest of this postseason field is that getting 
there won't be easy for the defending champs. 

Toronto pushed Tampa Bay to the brink. The Lightning came out of those 
games averaging (slightly) more goals against (3.43) than for (3.29). 
Vasilevskiy was more ordinary than outstanding (.897 SV%). Tampa 
Bay's power play was middle-of-the-pack (21.2%). They didn't dominate 
in the faceoff dot (43.4%). 

In the end, none of that mattered. Tampa Bay was elite in the Game 7. 
Every player put his body on the line to keep pucks out. Nick Paul rose 
up to have the two-goal game of his life. Vasilevskiy flipped the switch to 
full-throttle Beast Mode. That's what the Lightning can do. Just when you 
think they're too tired, too outmatched, too over it, they get you with a left 
hook. Lights out. 

Where will that momentum lead them next? Tampa Bay split its regular-
season series with Florida 2-2. Both teams have high-end scorers. Both 
teams have great goaltenders. Both teams have terrific top-pairing 
defensemen (how did we get this far without mentioning Victor Hedman, 
the Lightning's best player in the first round?) 

Tampa Bay's edge is in its resolve. It has played more hockey than 
anyone the past two years. If it has slowed the team down at all 
physically, it hasn't appeared to have had an effect mentally. The 
Lightning know how hard the mountain is to climb. Yet here they are 
having made it past base camp. The opportunity ahead is historic. 
Tampa Bay has embraced the necessary sacrifices to reach its goals 
before, and that will be a superpower to lean on against the big, bad 
Cats. 

There aren't numbers and stats to measure all that. It's just a feeling -- a 
belief -- that teams like Tampa Bay have. You can't qualify for it until you 
earn it. -- Shilton 

Home ice matters in Raleigh 

As we constantly search for value in the NHL's regular season, the 
Carolina Hurricanes' series against the Boston Bruins was a nice 
reminder that home ice still matters. 

The Hurricanes looked like a different team in their four wins in Raleigh. 
They averaged 4.50 goals scored and 1.50 goals allowed in their four 
home wins. They averaged 2.00 goals per game and 4.67 goals allowed 
in three losses in Boston. The Hurricanes were the best defensive team 
on home ice (2.12 GAA) in the regular season as well. 

But to get granular about it in the win over the Bruins, it's how coach Rod 
Brind'Amour was able to get his top line with Sebastian Aho away from 
their Bruins' Patrice Bergeron line and get his terrific checking line with 
Jordan Staal against Boston's top line. Check out how Staal's 5-on-5 ice 
time against Bergeron fluctuated from venue to venue: 

Game 1 (CAR): 9:19 

Game 2 (CAR): 7:21 

Game 3 (BOS): 1:42 

Game 4 (BOS): 1:45 

Game 5 (CAR): 9:21 

Game 6 (BOS): 3:13 

Game 7 (CAR): 9:34 

If Bergeron was playing Staal, he wasn't playing Aho. So Aho had no 
points in three games in Boston, and four even-strength points in four 
games in Raleigh. With the Hurricanes again having home-ice advantage 
in the second round, one imagines we'll see more of the same from 
Brind'Amour: Deploying his great checking line and his dynamic top 
scoring line efficiently and effectively. -- Wyshynski 

The education of Igor Shesterkin 

For all his regular-season greatness, New York Rangers goalie Igor 
Shesterkin had yet to prove his postseason worth. Before this 
postseason, the likely Vezina Trophy winner had one game of playoff 
experience, giving up three goals in Game 3 of the Rangers' qualification 
round sweep loss to the Hurricanes in the 2020 Toronto bubble. 

Did he prove it against the Penguins? He did when it mattered most. 

It wasn't a great series for Shesterkin. He played to a below replacement 
level in three games against the Pittsburgh Penguins, including their 
Game 6 win. But he bookended that series with two remarkable 
performances: His 79-save effort in their Game 1 triple-overtime loss and 
then his 42-save effort in their Game 7 overtime win. 

For the most part, it was the Rangers' effort in front of him that led to 
some of his rockier nights. That's reflected in the traditional stats: His 
3.66 goals-against average is the highest for any goalie that played at 
least six games in the first round, but his .911 save percentage is the 
third best among postseason goalies. Coach Gerard Gallant rightfully 
called out his team for being "soft" in front of their goalie, and gradually 
they got the message. 

But if the Rangers were looking for proof of concept on Shesterkin, they 
found it in that Game 7. Artemi Panarin had the series-winning goal. Mika 
Zibanejad had the huge offensive night. But none of it matters without the 
Garden crowd chanting "Igor!" as the Rangers goalie made save after 
save. 

"He's Mr. Reliable back there," said Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba. 
"I think everybody knows, not just our team, that he's going to show up in 
big games and play well and make saves that he's probably not 
supposed to make." -- Wyshynski 
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Dominance won't come as easy in Round 2 

Colorado made such quick work of Nashville in a first-round series sweep 
it's almost hard to remember how it all happened. To refresh: The 
Predators were without their best player in goaltender Juuse Saros and 
the Avalanche showed no mercy. Colorado put up seven goals twice in 
four games. Nathan MacKinnon had five goals in the series. Cale Makar 
tallied 10 (!) points. 

Nashville's rookie netminder Connor Ingram never stood a chance. 

And even when the Avalanche lost their own starting goaltender, Darcy 
Kuemper, to an eye injury early in Game 3, no one skipped a beat 
playing in front of Pavel Francouz. The series just wasn't a fair fight, even 
if it did showcase exactly what makes Colorado so dangerous (spoiler: 
basically everything about their game). 

That's what makes the second-round matchup against St. Louis so 
delicious. Colorado is at its best. The Blues, as seen in the final three 
games of their first-round win over Minnesota, are thriving. This 
heavyweight bout is why we love playoff hockey. 

Both Colorado and St. Louis have had some downtime since wrapping 
up their last series on May 9 and May 12, respectively. That has also 
provided plenty of time for preparation. 

The Avalanche will be looking across the ice at a deep Blues team 
brimming with hard-earned confidence and a goaltender in Jordan 
Binnington who basically has ice in his veins. This is not the same as a 
plucky Predators team just hoping to stay competitive. 

The Avs can't afford to underestimate the Blues' abilities -- or 
overestimate their own, either. St. Louis shut down the Wild's offensive 
depth and frustrated both Marc-Andre Fleury and Cam Talbot in net with 
strong forechecking and a good cycle game. That'll be a recipe they will 
bring to Colorado, too. 

The Avalanche haven't been steadily challenged yet in the postseason. 
St. Louis will march in to change that. -- Shilton 

The return of 'Jordan Winnington' 

The St. Louis Blues are full of surprises. 

David Perron leading the team with five goals and nine points in a six-
game first-round series win over Minnesota? Eye-popping. 

Ville Husso stumbling to open the door for a Jordan Binnington 
resurgence (3-0-0, .943 SV%) when the Blues trailed their best-of-seven 
series 2-1? Unexpected. 

If St. Louis didn't start the playoffs with much confidence, it's rolling in it 
now -- for good reason. 

The scoring is there, from Perron, Ryan O'Reilly and Vladimir Tarasenko 
(five goals each). The defensive play is drastically improved (St. Louis 
allowed the fewest goals against -- 1.67 per game -- of any playoff team 
in their final three first-round series games). 

And well, we've already covered the goaltending. Once Binnington 
stepped in, St. Louis shut the door on Minnesota by a combined score of 
15-5. The team just clicked in, much like we saw the Blues do during 
their Stanley Cup run in 2019. 

The next great hurdle in repeating that feat will be getting through a 
second-round meeting with the intimidatingly powerful Avalanche, who 
just happen to be back at full strength to boot. 

After missing the end of Colorado's first-round sweep over Nashville, 
Darcy Kuemper will be back for Game 1 against St. Louis. He had a 
sensational regular season, and was on point again until early in Game 3 
of that Predators' series when Ryan Johansen hit him in the eye with a 
stick. 

Kuemper's presence helps set up what should be a highly competitive 
situation in the crease. The Blues will be defined by how well they can 

battle through. St. Louis' depth of scoring has been impressive 
throughout the season, but really began to shine late in the first round. 
That's what it will take again to challenge Kuemper and a talented 
Avalanche defense that boasts walking highlight reel Cale Makar and a 
deep offensive group that is equally capable of scoring in bunches. 

St. Louis will have to go toe-to-toe with Colorado in every respect -- and 
just hope it has a few more tricks up its sleeve. -- Shilton 

Markstrom's moment 

It's easy to be overshadowed as a playoff goaltender when the guy on 
the other side of the ice is putting on one of the greatest performances in 
recent NHL history. Watching Jacob Markstrom in Game 7 for the 
Calgary Flames while Dallas Stars goalie Jake Oettinger was doing what 
he did was like hearing a singer trying to put on a concert with Adele 
within earshot next door. 

But the Otter went back to Texas, which means now the focus can be 
squarely on the playoffs' best goaltender so far. Thanks to his solid play 
and the Stars' offensive challenges, Markstrom posted a league-best 
.943 save percentage in the first round, which set a new Flames 
franchise record for the highest save percentage in a single playoff 
series, passing Miikka Kiprusoff's .929 in 2007. 

Markstrom had 14 games of playoff experience prior to the Dallas series, 
with the Vancouver Canucks in their 2020 postseason bubble run. That 
season was enough proof of concept for the Flames to sign him to a six-
year, $36 million free-agent deal, trying to stabilize a position on their 
roster that hadn't been sufficiently filled since Kiprusoff retired in 2013. 

The Battle of Alberta features an interesting goaltending duel. Mike Smith 
actually leads the NHL playoffs in goals saved above expected (10.4) 
while Markstrom (4.8) is third, per Money Puck. Smith has played better 
than the Oilers have played in front of him by a wide margin, while 
Markstrom's acumen seems to be a critical piece of the way the Flames 
defended the Stars. 

Perhaps that's why there are headlines like "Does Markstrom deserve 
more credit for Flames' success against the Stars?" in Canadian media. 
The Flames goalie has been phenomenal, although perhaps 
underappreciated. A series win against Connor McDavid could change 
that. -- Wyshynski 

Connor McDavid, featuring the Edmonton Oilers 

Watching McDavid in the Oilers' seven-game series win over the Los 
Angeles Kings was watching a player who refused to let his team 
squander another year of his life. In a league full of players labeled 
"difference-makers," he's the one that actually makes one. 

Consider that McDavid was on the ice for 19 of the Oilers' 27 goals in the 
series, according to ESPN Stats & Information research. He was on the 
ice for each of the six goals they scored in Games 6 and 7 to rally for the 
series win. Consider that, for the series, the Oilers out-chanced the Kings 
68-24 with McDavid on the ice, according to Stathletes. 

Game 7 was his sixth multi-point game of the series, the most by any 
skater in a single playoff round in nearly 40 years. His 14 points in the 
series are the third most in an opening-round series by an Art Ross 
Trophy winner. The other two? Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux. 
Heard of them? 

The only game since April 20 in which McDavid didn't register a point 
was Game 4 in Los Angeles, when Jonathan Quick pitched his shutout. 
It's not a matter of if McDavid will score against the Flames, but when. 
The trick is trying to minimize the damage he causes, while maximizing 
the disparity when he's not on the ice for Edmonton. -- Wyshynski 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2 Preview: Flames vs. Oilers 

 

Rory Boylen May 16, 2022, 8:53 AM 

 

If you're searching for drama and storylines and just some good old-
fashioned playoff hockey, look no further than the second-round series 
between Calgary and Edmonton. 

It's the Battle of Alberta folks. Reunited, and it feels so good. 

For the first time since 1991 the two provincial rivals meet in the post-
season and it's shaping up to be a doozy. Connor McDavid is at his 
absolute best, while Johnny Gaudreau is coming off the most impressive 
series of his career, closed out by his Game 7 OT winner. The division-
winning Flames were a force all year, while the Oilers finally got it 
together after a mid-season coaching change turned them around. 

So what does the rivalry have in store this time? 

You can be sure it will be physical and that the boisterous crowds in both 
locations will be a factor throughout. Penalties? They're up in these 
playoffs, and while we'd like for all the infractions to be called that 
interfere with scoring opportunities, we also hope the tight rope is walked 
between calling the game fairly and letting this series find its own way at 
even strength. The officials are bound to be a storyline as well. 

Back in 1991 the Oilers triumphed over the Flames in seven games. In 
1988 it was the Oilers in a sweep. In 1984 it was another seven-gamer in 
Edmonton's favour, and in 1983 it was Edmonton in five. They won the 
Stanley Cup in two of those seasons. The Flames came out on top of this 
rivalry in 1986 only and then went to the Cup final. Now Calgary will be 
looking for some sweet historical revenge. At the peak of this playoff 
rivalry the Oilers were in their dynastic years -- now it's the Flames who 
will enter the series as favourites. 

This is the series to watch. Buckle up, it'll be a wild ride. 

HEAD TO HEAD RECORD 

Flames: 2-2-0 

Oilers: 2-2-0 

The Story Of How The Flames Got Here: 

Winning the division was supposed to open up an easier path through 
Round 1, but the Flames will instead be coming off a gruelling seven-
gamer in which they had to battle through a difficult and disciplined 
Dallas defence, and then a near-unbeatable performance from goalie 
Jake Oettinger. The flow of Game 7 was decidedly in Calgary's favour 
and their best effort of the series, but it took until overtime to finally get 
the 3-2 decision they were after, and their first lead of the game. 

It couldn't have been a more dramatic ending. 

Their opening round series, and really this whole playoff run, is a big 
moment for a team that will be facing critical off-season choices, 
whenever that arrives. While these could be the final days of Johnny 
Gaudreau as he plays out his contract, he could also make himself a 
must-keep player with a breakout playoff performance and he came 
through in Round 1, leading the Flames with eight points in seven games 
and both his goals counting as game-winners. Gaudreau and his line 
carried play all series and against a less-disciplined opponent the trio 
could have exploded even more on the score sheet. In Game 7, when he 
played the role of hero, Gaudreau fittingly was wearing an 'A' on his 
sweater in Chris Tanev's absence. It was a statement game on his part. 

The Flames trailed in their first series 2-1 and then pulled ahead with a 3-
2 series lead before Dallas forced a seventh game. Jacob Markstrom, 
while not facing the same workload as Oettinger, played up to his 
reputation and didn't let in the key bad goal that could have put the 
Flames on their back foot. At the most key moments he was there -- 

Markstrom's .943 save percentage is the second-best mark in the league 
these playoffs, behind only Dallas' netminder. 

One thing to watch heading into the second round is the health of 
Calgary's blue line. They were without Tanev for Game 7 and may have 
to begin without him against Edmonton, whose top stars will test the 
limits of your ability to defend. Oliver Kylington also briefly left Game 7 
after taking a rough tumble but was able to finish the game. 

This is Calgary's best chance at a Cup since the run to the 2004 final -- 
and now their chief rival is all that stands between them and their first 
appearance in Round 3 since that memorable season. 

It could be as simple as saying 'Connor McDavid' and moving on to the 
next segment. 

McDavid leaves Round 1 the league scoring leader averaging two points 
per game and the early Conn Smythe favourite with three rounds left to 
go. He had six multi-point games in the series, becoming just the second 
player ever to do that. When McDavid is doing things Wayne Gretzky 
never did in an Oilers uniform, you're on to something special. 

When Edmonton was chasing their series against Los Angeles 3-2, 
McDavid turned it up another notch, getting five points over the final two 
games and playing an astounding 27:23 in Game 7. McDavid, the best 
player going, willed his team through and wasn't going to be denied this 
time. 

But we can't talk about the Oilers and not acknowledge that Mike Smith 
recovered from a horrendous Game 1 gaffe that cost his team the game 
and came through with a pretty solid series overall. In Game 2, Smith 
recorded a shutout and did so again in the win-or-go-home Game 7, 
wrapping up the series with a .938 save percentage that is third-best 
among all remaining goalies. Not bad for a player who was labelled a 
question mark coming in. 

Evander Kane as well had a big series, scoring seven goals and getting a 
ton of opportunities, 34 shots overall. Six of his goals came at even 
strength. 

The Oilers were fed a little adversity in Round 1 and faced it head on, 
winning two elimination games including one without their top 
defenceman Darnell Nurse. The team defence, a challenging aspect 
come playoff time in the past, carried over a strong finish under Jay 
Woodcroft in the regular season. Depth scoring showed up enough -- 12 
Oilers skaters scored a goal in the opening round. 

Edmonton took a step in Round 1, but questions will persist about how 
long they can sustain it. Can Smith keep up his level of performance? Is 
Leon Draisaitil going to be healthy enough to be a dangerous 
contributor? 

One thing you can count on is that McDavid will dazzle and elevate the 
Oilers on his own. 

Round 1 was all about Johnny. Gaudreau was the key player in so many 
situations and the defining moment of the round was his winner in Game 
7. In Round 2, Matthew Tkachuk figures to be at the centre of attention... 
a lot. 

Tkachuk is second on the Flames with six points so far, but it took seven 
games for him to score his first goal, and it was a timely one at that -- his 
lone marker tied Game 7 mid-way through the second and was the last 
goal before OT. He was minus-two in the series and was eighth in 
individual scoring chances among all Flames in Round 1, behind the likes 
of Dillon Dube and Blake Coleman. 

The rivalry of Edmonton-Calgary figures to bring out the disturber in 
Tkachuk, who will have to walk the fine line between being an effective 
nuisance and a penalty-taking liability. For as much as the Flames need 
Tkachuk to get involved in the physical side of things and try to draw 
Oilers penalties, they also will need his offence to shine through. This 
series will be played much differently than the last and it has Tkachuk's 
name written all over it. 
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Tkachuk on seven-game series with Stars: 'They made us earn every 
single inch' 

Oilers X-Factor: Leon Draisaitl 

While McDavid keeps earning the 'Best Player In The World' designation, 
Draisaitl himself is a top five talent in the league and a player the Oilers 
need to lean on. How healthy is he though? It'll be a massive storyline to 
watch heading into Round 2. 

There was some question if an ankle injury was going to keep Draisaitl 
out of the Game 7 lineup, but he played and was on the ice for over 22 
minutes of ice time. He's clearly not 100 per cent, but did get the primary 
assist on Cody Ceci's opening goal. Draisaitl spent the game back next 
to McDavid at even strength, which will continue to be an option for 
Woodcroft to pursue. 

Can Edmonton ride their top two players for so many minutes all series 
and all playoff long? How much does Draisaitl's injury hamper him from 
here, and how much will the break help? If Draisatil struggles, more 
pressure to make an impact will fall on players like Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, Evander Kane, and Jesse Puljujarvi. 

BROADCAST DETAILS 

Game 1: Wednesday, May 18, 9:30 p.m. (Sportsnet and CBC) 

Game 2: Friday, May 20, 10:30 p.m. (Sportsnet and CBC) 

Game 3: Sunday, May 22, 8 p.m. (Sportsnet and CBC) 

Game 4: Tuesday, May 24, 9:30 p.m. (Sportsnet and CBC) 

*Game 5: Thursday, May 26, TBD 

*Game 6: Saturday, May 28, TBD 

*Game 7: Monday, May 30, TBD 
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Sportsnet.ca / Six big questions the Maple Leafs must answer this off-
season 

 

May 16, 2022, 12:54 PM 

8-10 minutesLUKE FOX 

 

TORONTO — Funny how expectations have changed, how windows 
have narrowed. 

When these Toronto Maple Leafs were young and wild and free in 2017, 
they gave the back-to-back Presidents’ Trophy–winning Washington 
Capitals a fright in a thrilling, six-game, house-money playoff series. 

Hope could only project upwards. 

As all those young talents matured into their prime, as they committed to 
defending, surely they would develop into a powerhouse and regularly 
battle deep into spring. 

Five spins around the sun later, this core is right back where it began, in 
terms of playoff results. 

You won’t have to visit too many rinks around the city to find fans who 
have stopped dreaming of a Stanley Cup. Plenty of diehards have 
lowered the bar to “just win one round already.” 

Inside the walls of Maple Leafs Sports & Entertainment, however, the bar 
remains 1967. And with every whiffed opportunity, time to quench the 
drought is running out. 

Auston Matthews should have a Hart Trophy gleaming on a shelf in 
Arizona when camp opens for 2022-23. He’s under contract for two more 
playoff runs. That’s it. (Sure, he could re-up, but that is no certainty.) 

So, when the Leafs run this sucker back, what will convince everyone — 
ownership, management, coaches, players, fans — that the result will be 
different in 2023? 

Let’s consider the difficult decisions that lie ahead, starting from the top 
… 

Will the brass change its philosophy? 

Speaking mid-season, president Brendan Shanahan — now more than 
eight years into his reign — maintained that Larry Tanenbaum and the 
board was still behind his plan. 

“Ownership has been fantastically supportive,” Shanahan said. “You 
keep pounding on that door until you finally break the door down.” 

If a close playoff loss to a great opponent is enough to re-endorse 
Shanahan and GM Kyle Dubas, do these men tweak their approach at 
all? 

Forget those old “build from the net out” and “defence wins 
championships” maxims. 

Toronto’s unorthodox blueprint has been to horde a cluster of expensive, 
game-breaking forwards, double-down on a dynamic play-driving 
defenceman with wheels, then pinch pennies around the fringes. 

Does Dubas simply demand more killer instinct again and go shopping 
for more David Kämpfs and Michael Buntings? 

Or does he do something much more drastic? 

That would be either trading prime William Nylander, who would fetch a 
king’s ransom on the market, or finding a creative and uncomfortable way 
of getting out from John Tavares’s no-move contract. 

Such a blockbuster would be an admission that his original vision was 
misguided. It would also free up cherished cap space to dress a more 
balanced lineup. 

Fact is, the stars — all healthy, all engaged, all producing — were not the 
Maple Leafs’ issue against Tampa. 

Is Keefe the right man for the bench? 

The Toronto Raptors fired Dwayne Casey after he’d turned in a Coach of 
the Year campaign. They won a title with his replacement, Nick Nurse, 
the very next season. 

Sheldon Keefe is Dubas’ ride-or-die man. He led the organization to its 
best regular season in history. His points percentage in the regular 
season is .678. 

There is zero evidence that he’s lost the room. The stars skate hard 
under his watch, and he has helped drive players like Pierre Engvall, Ilya 
Mikheyev, Justin Holl, William Nylander, Alexander Kerfoot and Timothy 
Liljegren into more complete players. 

Keefe has also been out-coached in all three of his playoff series, despite 
having home-ice advantage and the better high-end talent in each one of 
them. His power play routinely wilts at the worst time, and he has been 
foiled thrice by teams more committed to protecting a lead. 

Keefe is not a bad coach. Far from it. Neither was Casey. 

Defensive guru Barry Trotz is a free agent. Just sayin’. 

Let’s stop playing games in net, shall we? 

Petr Mrazek was a whiff, and that one falls on Dubas. 

The GM can attach another slice of the future and trade the remaining 
two years of Mrazek’s contract, or he could buy him out for a not-horrible 
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cap hit: $1.03 million in 2022-23; $833,333 in 2023-24; and $1.43 million 
in 2024-25 and 2025-25. 

At $750,000 Erik Källgren may be fine as a backup, and the price is 
certainly right. 

The Jack Campbell question is a biggie. 

His second-half performance should keep his asking price in check, but 
is this a championship-calibre goalie? 

The UFA goalie market will be barren. Colorado’s Darcy Kuemper leads 
the pack, and the Leafs have expressed interest in the past. Ville Husso 
is young and intriguing, but the Blues have turned back to Jordan 
Binnington when it matters most. After that, you’re looking at re-signing 
Campbell, throwing a Hail Mary with an aging Marc-André Fleury, or 
poking around the trade market. 

Anaheim’s John Gibson’s name pops up a lot, but his contract — $6.4 
million cap hit through 2026-27 — is no joke, and his save percentage 
has sunk below league average for three years running. 

The NHL is bereft of dependable goalies, and this is where the Leafs are 
getting punished for failing to draft and develop a solid one. 

Which RFAs get their raises? 

Both halves of the Leafs’ “fourth pair” in the post-season — Rasmus 
Sandin and Timothy Liljegren — need a pay bump coming out of their 
entry-level contracts. 

Neither Swede has arbitration rights nor the stat line to take Dubas to the 
cleaners. 

Bridge deals will keep their price reasonable, and more ice time in 2022-
23, will be on deck. 

Forwards Pierre Engvall and Ondrej Kase ($1.25 million each) do hold 
the hammer and should command more. 

Our take: Keep Engvall despite his underwhelming playoff performance. 
Let Kase go. When healthy, his energy and versatility made an impact. 
But his injury history is too risky and left him a nonfactor when the games 
mattered. 

Regarding the UFAs: Will Giordano hop on the Spezza program? 

We’ll stand by our prediction that fan favourite Ilya Mikheyev has played 
himself out of town on a team that culls its middle class. The Cobra will 
go the way of Zach Hyman and Connor Brown and get his dollars 
elsewhere. 

Provided their asking prices are reasonable, Dubas should try to retain 
serviceable role players Ilya Lyubushkin and Colin Blackwell. (Ending the 
parade of pure rentals also makes deadline trades look better in 
retrospect.) 

The biggest question mark is Giordano, who will be 39 next time the puck 
drops. 

The proven defenceman earned $6.75 million this season. He 
understands that he can be a top-four on a mediocre team or an 
awesome third-pairing asset on a contender. Surely if he’ll take a 
hometown discount, the Maple Leafs would love to have him. 

If he wants to maximize his earnings, Dubas will be outbid. 

Who gets traded? 

We’ve saved the juiciest for last. 

Again, this rests on our starting point about the organization’s philosophy. 
A blockbuster (read: Nylander) is one route if Dubas elects to go big-
game hunting for, say, a Jakob Chychrun or John Klingberg or Colton 
Parayko. 

The other is to pluck and prune around the fringes. 

Alexander Kerfoot is both a Keefe favourite and a dressing-room 
favourite, but he had some rough moments in Tampa and will be entering 
a contract year. Is he a $3.5-million contributor? Yes. Is it worth exploring 
a trade before he’s due for a new deal? Also yes. 

Some throw rocks at Justin Holl, but he’s been worth the $2 million he’s 
earning. Like Kerfoot, he’ll be entering the final year of his deal. Do you 
take the security, or move him out and bet on a less-expensive Liljegren 
taking another step? 

If you clearly sense Mikheyev’s signing price will too high, can you be 
proactive and deal his rights for something in return? 

The final candidate has us torn. 

Jake Muzzin, 33, had a rocky year plagued by injuries. With all those 
hard miles, it’s difficult to see him resurging over the final two years of his 
deal. 

And yet, he is integral to that dressing room and was fantastic in the 
playoffs. The Maple Leafs needed more Muzzin, not less, against 
Tampa. 

No, the solutions to all these off-season questions are not easy. But 
Toronto put itself in this predicament, and time to solve the puzzle is 
running out. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Key factors in each Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2 series 
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Eight teams won four games to advance to Round 2 of the 2022 Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. But now each of them has to string together another four in 
their quest for 16 that ends with a championship. 

So how can they do it? Let’s dive into a key factor on each side of the 
match up, good or bad, ahead of puck drop on these series. 

It’s a rematch of last year’s Round 1 Battle of Florida, and this time the 
Panthers are hoping for a different result. 

The Panthers were one of the best offensive teams in the league in the 
regular season, but the Capitals found a way to slow their rush-based 
play in Round 1 to just 5.8 slot attempts per 60 in transition at 5-on-5. 
Overall, Florida did score above expected at even strength, but was held 
back by their power play that went 0-for-18 in the last series. 

Figuring out how to play their speed game and have some success on 
the advantage is crucial for Florida moving forward because they’re going 
against Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

The Lightning goalie wasn’t at his usual Conn Smythe-calibre self in 
Round 1; he’s elevated his play these past two post-seasons and the 
Panthers know what it’s like to face that first hand. And when it mattered 
most in Game 7, Vasilevskiy responded by saving 1.13 goals above 
expected to elevate his team to this series. 

Vasilevskiy’s play is going to be even more important if his team is 
without Brayden Point in their top-six. It puts more emphasis on keeping 
games close if a scoring threat like that misses any time in this series. 

Everyone knows Igor Shesterkin’s the key to New York’s success; he 
was outstanding in the regular season, and bookended Round 1 with 
some stellar performances after slipping a bit in the middle. 
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But we’re looking for ~ new and fresh ~ angles here today. Let’s talk 
about how the Rangers can support Shesterkin at 5-on-5, which has 
been their weakness. In the regular season, their rush-based offence 
was subpar and it didn’t stand out in Round 1 either. But where they did 
succeed in their opening series was off the cycle, generating the fifth best 
rate of the playoffs of 8.4 slot attempts per 60. 

That’s going to match against a team that’s very good at limiting their 
opponent from having sustained offensive pressure; the Hurricanes are 
active with their sticks and close shooting and passing lanes in their own 
zone. Carolina only allowed 4.4 slot attempts off the cycle in Round 1. So 
how the Rangers can permeate that is going to be important. 

On the flip side, the Hurricanes excelled at creating shots off the cycle in 
the regular season. This is a team that’s really good at intercepting pucks 
from their teammates and holding the zone to keep offence alive. How 
will that pair against the Rangers, who allowed 9.0 slot attempts against 
per 60 in Round 1? It likely comes down to how Shesterkin can handle it 
if Carolina exploits that weakness. 

Passing is such a key part of the Blues’ offensive generation, and makes 
their shots all the more dangerous. Between their top-nine, there are nine 
20-goal scorers from the regular season and among them, there are 
dual-threats who can dish it and shoot it. The Wild did their best to take 
away passing lanes, and St. Louis still was victorious in Round 1. So now 
the question is whether they can play to their strengths against an even 
better Avalanche squad. 

St. Louis is going to have to step it up to 1) outplay Colorado’s elite 
offensive attack and 2) make up for any deficiencies in their own zone 
with their blue line dealing with some key injuries. So if St. Louis can 
create more space for themselves with that puck movement, this series 
will be a whole lot more interesting. 

That defence is a major advantage for Colorado, though, even injuries 
aside for St. Louis. We know they can score at even strength and on the 
advantage, so the key comes on the backend. At 5-on-5, the Avalanche 
allowed the lowest rate of quality chances against in Round 1. That was 
against a weak Predators team, so the question is how that holds up a 
team with a lot more skill in the Blues. 

Lastly, Round 2 is highlighted by the Battle of Alberta. There’s a lot to 
unpack here, from how the Flames underwhelmed at times in Round 1 to 
how the Oilers are dealing with an injury to one of their best threats in 
Leon Draisaitl. 

After each team faced off against a pretty defensively sound opponent in 
their opening series, it’ll be interesting to see if play opens up in Round 2. 
If that happens, the players we’re keeping an eye on are Connor 
McDavid and Johnny Gaudreau. 

Each player rose to the occasion when it counted the most — McDavid 
was a force in Game 7 for the Oilers, literally willing his team to the next 
level. Gaudreau was able to beat Jake Oettinger’s incredible 
performance with the series-clinching goal in overtime. Now these two go 
head-to-head. 

In the regular season, few players could carry the puck in as often as 
these two. Gaudreau’s 20.1 carry-ins per 60 ranked fourth in the league 
behind Jack Hughes, Nikolaj Ehlers, and Mathew Barzal. McDavid was 
just behind him at 19.0. They were also two of the best at creating 
offence in transition. Gaudreau was second to only Hughes with his slot 
attempts off the rush at 4.3 per 60. McDavid, on the other hand, was 
seventh with 3.7 attempts per 60. 

Forget about the number of chances they set up with their stellar puck-
moving abilities at such high speeds. That’s what makes them a key 
factor on each side of this match up. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames' Gaudreau steps up on biggest stage with OT 
winner to set up Battle of Alberta 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisMay 16, 2022, 3:27 AM 

 

CALGARY – There were plenty of questions surrounding Johnny 
Gaudreau as he entered the playoffs. 

It’s the one that was asked after his Game 7 overtime winner Sunday 
night that was perhaps the easiest to answer. 

Where did his short-side, roof job over Jake Oettinger 15 minutes into the 
extra frame rank amongst all his goals? 

“Is that a question, really?” he smiled, still buzzing after being mobbed by 
teammates and shaking hands with the Dallas Stars. 

“C’mon. There’s no bigger stage than what we just had there. It was 
really special for me. I was really excited. You dream about stuff like that, 
scoring in Game 7 in overtime.” 

So much for talk of this being Gaudreau’s last game as a Flame. 

Instead, it was perhaps his most memorable, scoring his second game-
winner in the tightest of series to set up the first Battle of Alberta in 31 
years. 

He didn’t hoist the team on his shoulders like Connor McDavid, but when 
his team needed him most he was there, ending a torturous evening for a 
C of Red that stood on its feet for the bulk of an overtime frame that 
ended with the Flames 67th shot of the night finally beating Oettinger. 

The roar or the crowd was as loud as anything the building has ever 
endured, which is fitting given the moment will go down in club history as 
one of its finest. 

After all, the last time the Flames won a Game 7 at home it kickstarted 
the club’s lone Stanley Cup run 33 years earlier. It's also the first time in 
seven years the Flames have won a round and just the third time in 33 
years they've made it to the second round. 

The fact that Gaudreau scored it was poetic justice, as Oettinger had No. 
13’s number throughout the series, prompting Gaudreau to look skyward 
following one of his previous six shots. 

The winner was a beauty, which it had to be to beat a goalie who 
challenged league history with his brilliance. 

“I was just trying to put it on net,” said Gaudreau, of the rebound he 
converted from the side of the net. 

“I mean, throughout the whole series most of the time you put it on net it's 
not going in against this kid. I got a good look and it went over his 
shoulder there. That kid played pretty well the whole series." 

So did Gaudreau, who scraped and clawed his way through a tenacious 
Dallas defence to score two game-winners, add six assists and be the 
hero when it mattered most. He also assisted on Tkachuk's goal. 

That’s how legends are made. 

Darryl Sutter said two days earlier Gaudreau had officially taken the next 
step, and on Sunday the 28-year-old winger proved it. 

How poetic that in the absence of Chris Tanev he showed up for the 
game wearing an A on his jersey for the very first time as a Flame. 

He became more than just a superstar this year, he became a leader. 

And finishing off an epic game like Sunday’s is exactly the type of stuff 
leaders do. 

“The C’s and A’s are decorations,” said Sutter. 

“It’s what you do in the room and on the ice that’s important.” 
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What his team did all night long was dominate a Stars club that opened 
the scoring 40 seconds in, and took just 31 seconds to regain the lead 
after Tyler Toffoli tied it early in the second. 

The Flames chased on the scoreboard but led in every other way, 
outshooting the Stars 26-4 in a second period in which Matthew 
Tkachuk’s first of the playoffs tied it 2-2 midway through the frame. 

From there the tension was unbearable in a building that watched both 
teams hit the iron three times. 

By night’s end the Flames had outshot the Stars 67-28, the largest shot 
differential in NHL Game 7 history and the second largest in the league’s 
playoff lore. 

Yet, there was Joe Pavelski breaking in alone following a Flames power 
play, forcing Jacob Markstrom to make one of the many pivotal saves to 
prolong the extra session. 

The Flames netminder won’t get nearly the credit he deserves for the role 
he played in the game or the series. But none of it is possible without 
him, especially considering how hard it is to make huge saves after going 
long stretches watching Oettinger stand on his head. 

“(Oettinger) frustrated us because we couldn’t score, but we didn’t lose 
belief after all,” said Tkachuk, who was asked if it felt inevitable his team 
would eventually win a game it dominated. 

"Or you could look at it like the other way, where it's just not meant to be. 
It was tonight. We peppered him so much. One had to have gone in for 
us. Guys worked so hard. I said it this morning, I think that our team, the 
way we're conditioned, work and wear teams down, we're built for a 
Game 7 type of game. It took us until minute, almost, 80. It's an important 
one for us." 

For the province. 

"It'll be exciting - it's great for all of Alberta,” said Tkachuk, whose club 
was serenaded by a raucous crowd signing to Alberta Bound during 
handshakes. 

“Honestly really haven't allowed myself to think about it yet. It's too fresh 
from this. I'm probably just going to enjoy this one tonight and turn the 
page tomorrow." 

After directing an incredible 129 shot attempts towards Oettinger, justice 
was served with Gaudreau’s winner. 

“We deserved to win,” said Sutter, of a series somehow decided by one 
goal. 

“Pretty simple.” 

Well, actually, it wasn’t, making the accomplishment and the next 
opponent all the sweeter. 

“I’ve been here for nine years and never had even a sniff of a chance to 
play them in the playoffs,” said Gaudreau, when asked about the Battle 
of Alberta. 

“It’s pretty special. It’s going to be fun. It’s going to be good for the 
province, fun for them and us.” 
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TSN.CA / McDavid carries Oilers into second round 

 

Travis Yost 

5-6 minutes 

 

Once in a blue moon, there are otherworldly performances in the 
National Hockey League. We expect players the calibre of Edmonton’s 
Connor McDavid to perpetually raise that bar. They are simply that 
talented. 

McDavid raised that bar once more in the first round. 

In a surprisingly competitive seven-game series against the Los Angeles 
Kings, McDavid put together one of the best individual performances I 
can recall. At times it looked like his body had been taken over by a force 
in the universe – distinctly faster and stronger than everyone else on the 
ice, with lethal execution to boot. 

And this is in the playoffs against a Kings team who exhibited an ability to 
slow teams down this season, armed with perhaps the NHL’s best 
shutdown player in Phillip Danault. (As an aside, it’s hard to say enough 
about how great Danault was both during the regular season and 
playoffs; Los Angeles finding an elite shutdown defensive forward who 
suddenly can score 30 goals in a season is remarkable. Colour me 
impressed!) 

Edmonton was the more talented team in this series, but McDavid was 
the difference. That’s no slight to goaltender Mike Smith, who was – save 
for a few puck-handling gaffes – strong in net. And players like Evander 
Kane and Leon Draisaitl (a combined 12 goals) were invaluable. 

But McDavid was on another level. He had four goals and 10 assists, 
played defencemen-level minutes (37 per cent of available ice time), and 
prevented the Kings from winning any of the minutes when he was on the 
ice. 

Look at the game flow of the series, differentiating between the minutes 
played by McDavid versus the minutes played by any other Oilers line. 
This was a very game and lively series until McDavid stepped on the ice, 
when it always looked like a man against small children. 

Territorially, this was a bloodbath: 

Over the course of the series, the Oilers won about 47 per cent of the 
shots and 46 per cent of expected goals with McDavid off the ice, with 
notable out-performance in Game 2 and Game 7. McDavid’s line, on the 
other hand, went supernova: the Oilers owned 61 per cent of the shots 
and a staggering 68 per cent of expected goals. Layer that into his 37 per 
cent usage rate, and that’s a tidal wave. 

How did this territorial domination effect the series? I would say that 
without McDavid, Edmonton is at real risk of losing a series to perhaps 
the weakest team of the 16 that qualified for the postseason. But having 
the best player in the universe tends to help balance things out: 

Simply put: Los Angeles was the better team if you measured bottom-
nine forwards versus bottom-nine forwards. That’s true in possession 
time, true in scoring chances and true in goals. But Edmonton’s first line’s 
obliteration of the Kings was so exceptional, it balanced the ledger and 
then some. 

After Saturday night’s showing, I was curious how McDavid’s dominance 
of Los Angeles would hold up against some of the better playoff 
performances we have seen over the years. If we look at net expected 
goals (blind to goaltending, important in this context) over the past 15 
years, we’ve seen plenty of dominant skaters – from Pavel Datsyuk’s 
Detroit Red Wings, the two-time defending Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay Lightning, and the decade-of-dominance team in Washington 
D.C. 

And yet, none of those skaters can hold a candle to what McDavid did in 
this opening round: 

Whether it was Datsyuk’s wizardry in 2008 or what Nathan MacKinnon 
individually accomplished in the bubble over the course of two rounds in 
2020, we have a clear baseline for what we consider exceptional, one-
sided hockey. 

The best performances over the years have seen players create 1.5 to 
2.0 of an expected goal advantage for every 60 minutes played, which is 
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the type of stuff you see from Stanley Cup-calibre teams. McDavid just 
posted a +2.8. (If points are your thing, don’t worry, it’s the same 
conclusion. McDavid is averaging 5.6 points per 60 minutes, which again, 
is the best number we have seen in 15 years.) 

Perhaps teams will be incrementally more effective at slowing McDavid 
down over the rest of the postseason. Certainly, the Colorado Avalanche 
(to name but one team), who remain in Edmonton’s way for the time 
being, are armed with the weaponry to do just that. 

But, after what we just witnessed over the past two weeks, who is foolish 
enough to bet against McDavid? 

Not I. 
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