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Rangers, Hurricanes head coaches have differing memories of their time at PNC Arena 

By Chip Alexander 

Rod Brind’Amour had the most exciting night of his hockey 
career and Gerard Gallant probably his most ignominious in 
PNC Arena. 

Brind’Amour was the Carolina Hurricanes captain in 2006 
when the Canes won the Stanley Cup, ecstatically lifting it 
high in victory that June night as the arena rumbled. Now the 
Canes head coach, he’s after another one. 

Gallant was coaching the Florida Panthers 10 years later 
when he was summarily fired after a loss against the Canes 
at PNC Arena. He hailed a cab and waited outside near the 
loading dock, a photo of Gallant and an assistant coach 
sliding into a Raleigh taxi circulating widely throughout the 
NHL. 

A lot of shade was thrown at the Panthers, although Gallant 
later said the cab was his idea. 

So much has happened since that November 2016 night. 
Brind’Amour became the Canes’ head coach and made them 
a playoff-caliber team. Gallant was hired and fired by the 
expansion Vegas Golden Knights — taking them to the 2018 
Stanley Cup finals in a glittery debut season — before being 
named the New York Rangers coach in June 2021. 

The two faced each other during their NHL playing careers. 
They’ve faced each other as coaches. Now, their teams face 
each other with a spot in the Eastern Conference finals at 
stake in the second round of the playoffs, with Game 1 set 
for Wednesday at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena. 

“I don’t know him personally but I’ve known him for a long 
time,” Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “I know the kind of player 
he was. You know, just hard-nosed. That’s kind of the way I 
think he coaches. 

“I know his players love him. He lets his guys play, you can 
see that. That’s why he’s a good coach.” 

Many of the same things are said about Brind’Amour: hard-
nosed, players love him, lets his guys play. And comparisons 
are being made to the style of play the Rangers have had 
under Gallant — north/south, constantly attacking, staying 
aggressive. 

“He just doesn’t restrict your game,” Rangers forward Frank 
Vatrano told the New York Post. “He kind of lets you go out 
there and play. If you’re an offensive guy, he wants you to 
make plays.” 

Brind’Amour and Gallant are native Canadians — 
Brind’Amour raised in Prince Rupert and Campbell River, 
British Columbia, and Gallant born in Summerside, Prince 
Edward Island. 

Gallant, 58, was a power forward, spending nine of 10 NHL 
seasons with the Detroit Red Wings and scoring a career-
high 39 goals in 1988-89. Brind’Amour, 51, was the 
quintessential center in a career that took him from the St. 
Louis Blues to the Philadelphia Flyers and then to the Canes 
in January 2000. 

Brind’Amour won a Cup, something missing in Gallant’s 
playing career. As coaches, both have been named the Jack 
Adams Award winner as NHL coach of the year — Gallant 
with Vegas in 2018 and Brind’Amour last year. 

The Canes won three of the four games this season against 
the Rangers in beating them out for the Metropolitan Division 
title with 116 points, twice winning at Madison Square 
Garden. Neither team believes that will mean much when the 
puck drops Wednesday night after 7 p.m. at PNC Arena. 

“We know what they’re going to bring and they know what 
we’re going to bring,” Gallant said Monday to the New York 
media. “They’re an aggressive hockey team. They play a 
fast-paced game. We’ve got to make sure we’re doing that. 

“I think when we’re ready to play we’re as good as anybody 
in this league and we’ve proven that. We’re never going to 
quit, we’re going to battle hard and I think it’s going to be a 
helluva series.” 

Antti Raanta will be the Canes’ starting goalie and Igor 
Shesterkin will be in net for the Rangers, both with their own 
challenges to face. Raanta did not have a game against the 
Rangers in the regular season but doesn’t need a scouting 
report. 

“Their top two lines are really skillful and special teams are 
going to be a big thing again,” Raanta said Tuesday. 
“Obviously (Adam) Fox is one of the best D-men in the 
league. You worry about your own game more than the other 
team but obviously you know when those guys are on (the 
ice).” 

Raanta, a former Rangers goalie, noted that in his two 
seasons in New York he would face off one on one against 
forward Chris Kreider after practice for about 20 minutes. 
The two should see more of each other in the playoff series, 
Kreider coming off a 52-goal regular season and sure to be 
camped in front of the crease, especially on New York’s 
power plays. 

“Obviously he’s a big body in front of the net but he’s also 
really quick and has really good hand/eye coordination,” 
Raanta said. “It’s going to a battle against that guy, for sure.” 

As or the player matchups, that will be up to the coaches — 
Brind’Amour and Gallant, going head to head again. 
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Why the Hurricanes’ recipe for victory over the Rangers sings a familiar refrain 

By Luck DeCock 

In the same sense that we’re doomed to repeat the same 
stupid timeline over and over again off the ice — a New York 
broadcaster using the word “hillbilly” to describe the Carolina 
Hurricanes, and before the series even starts — there’s a 
pretty good chance the second round is going to look a lot 
like the first for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Opponent loaded up with elite talent on its top two lines? 
Check. 

Dangerous power play that will put a premium on the 
Hurricanes’ discipline? Check. 

Norris Trophy-caliber defenseman running the show? Check. 

Best goaltender in the NHL? Well, that’s certainly different. 

Other than the presence of Igor Shesterkin in net, the biggest 
difference between the Boston Bruins and New York 
Rangers might be that the Bruins were a little more top-
heavy and the Rangers are a little more balanced across 
their top six forwards, but the Hurricanes’ recipe for success 
hasn’t really changed: Jordan Staal’s line will likely take on 
the challenge of Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider, the 
Hurricanes will have to mind their tempers and sticks alike 
and stay out of the penalty box, and the Hurricanes’ 
advantage is their depth across all four lines. 

Shesterkin is a massive upgrade over Linus Ullmark and 
Jeremy Swayman, and that will be a new test for the 
Hurricanes, but there’s plenty of room for improvement in all 
areas of their game from the first round. Their power play 
has to be better, their penalty kill has to be better (and less 
frequently relied upon) and there needs to be more of an 
offensive threat from all four lines, especially on the road 
where the Hurricanes can’t control the matchups. 

“The goaltending is huge,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “He comes up big for them and allows 
them to play that aggressive, offensive style that they have. 
They’re danger, all the time. Special teams, power play, 
they’ve got an elite group. There’s a lot to worry about.” 

Max Domi’s performance in Game 7 is a good example of 
how the Hurricanes win at their best, but the Canes still need 
more from the Sebatian Aho-Andrei Svechnikov-Seth Jarvis 
line, and everyone needs to do a better job of converting 

five-on-five dominance into not only scoring chances, but 
goals. 

That hasn’t changed from the first round. The opposing 
jerseys are different. The goaltending will presumably be 
better. There are more familiar faces on each side. But the 
global mission has not changed. The Hurricanes will have to 
beat the Rangers the same way they eventually beat the 
Bruins, by absorbing their attack and wearing them down at 
even strength. And if they want to win in fewer than seven 
games this time around, they’ll need to convert on the power 
play at critical moments as well. 

“A big thing for this series is going to be staying out of the 
box, just like Boston,” Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei 
said “They had a great power play and the Rangers do, too. 
It’s something we definitely need to focus on.” 

If it all sounds a little too familiar … it is. 

That’s not the only history repeating itself. Howie Rose, the 
former New York Islanders broadcaster who should know 
better, tweeted Tuesday that the Hurricanes’ policy of 
restricting ticket sales to local zip codes was “Barney Fife 
hillbilly baloney,” never mind that many teams, including the 
New York Yankees, do as well. 

The story to which he referred implied that the Hurricanes 
were having trouble selling tickets, only days after the team 
set a PNC Arena record for hockey in the Game 7 win over 
the Bruins, almost 1,000 over listed capacity. 

The good people of the Triangle at least made it through the 
Boston series without being called “goobers” or “hicks” by the 
Boston Globe, and that only took four playoff series over 13 
years. And it’s been 20 years since Mitch Albom made an 
ass of himself with his despicable “Moonshine and me” 
column that played on every cheap, lazy stereotype he could 
borrow from someone else. 

This stuff is as dumb as it is tiresome, all cloaked in the 
same sort of ignorant elitism that comes from fringe elements 
of the Canadian media at times. You never hear this kind of 
talk during, say, the ACC-Big Ten Challenge, for some 
reason. 

And those so quick to cast aspersions should remember 
references to Mayberry can cut both ways. The N&O’s 
headline after the Hurricanes’ Game 1 win in Detroit: 
“Shazam!”
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Depth key for Hurricanes against Rangers 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — Parity is alive and well in the NHL. 

Five of the eight first round series went to seven games and 
two others to six. Only Colorado, which dispatched Nashville 
in four straight games, made quick work of their Round 1 
opponent. 

“I don’t think anybody’s surprised,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said before his team’s Game 7 matchup 
Saturday with the Bruins. “I think any one of these teams in 
the East, if you said they were going to be the champs at the 
end, we wouldn’t go, ‘Oh, that’s shocking.’” 

There are no easy outs in the Eastern Conference, and after 
Carolina eliminated Boston with their 3-2 win they now get 
another tough opponent in the New York Rangers. 

Like the Bruins, the Rangers have a Hall of Fame level 
player, one of the top young defensemen in the game and a 
host of complementary players who each bring something 
different to the table. 

“There’s a lot of similarities,” Brind’Amour said. 

Oh, and their goalie is pretty good too. 

Before the series starts Wednesday at PNC Arena, here’s a 
closer look at what the Hurricanes need to do to stop each 
area of the Rangers’ game. 

Forwards 

New York is led by Artemi Panarin, the 30-year-old Russian 
who has averaged 1.34 points per game since signing his 
blockbuster free agent deal with the Rangers before the 
2019-20 season. 

While Panarin doesn’t score a ton (71 goals since coming to 
the Big Apple), his 178 assists the past three seasons trail 
only Connor McDavid (214) and Jonathan Huberdeau (181). 
He also had the overtime winning goal in the Rangers’ Game 
7 win over Pittsburgh that got them to the second round. 

Most of the goals have come from Chris Kreider, who at age 
31 had a career year with 52 of them, 24 more than his 
previous career high. Twenty-six of his goals this season 
were on the power play. 

“He’s probably the best guy in front of the net in the NHL, 
especially on the power play,” Hurricanes defenseman, and 
former Kreider teammate, Tony DeAngelo said. 

Defenseman Brady Skjei, who also played with Kreider in 
New York, described him as “a horse.” 

“He’s a big guy,” Skjei said of the 6-foot-3, 223-pound left 
wing. “He’s hard to move once he gets planted in front, and 
he’s definitely tough to get out of the way.” 

Center Mika Zibanejad is the other big weapon on New 
York’s front lines, an all-situations player who is used 
similarly to how Carolina deploys Sebastian Aho — lots of 
power play time, tons of shorthanded minutes and the 
expectation to be a difference-maker in all three zones. 

Ryan Strome and deadline addition Andrew Copp provide 
depth scoring, while Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko 
were top-of-the-draft picks who have yet to realize their 
potential. New York will be without Barclay Goodrow for at 
least the start of the series after he was hurt in Game 1 
against the Penguins. 

Defense 

Brad Marchand got all the boos from the Hurricanes fans in 
the first round, and last year’s Norris Trophy winner Adam 
Fox will get them in this series. 

It’s not Fox’s antics on the ice that draw the ire of the 
Caniacs but rather his decision off it. He was the third piece 
that came to Carolina in the blockbuster 2019 trade that sent 
Noah Hanifin and Elias Lindholm to Calgary for Dougie 
Hamilton and Micheal Ferland, but he had his eyes set on 
Broadway from the start. 

Rather than lose him for nothing, the Hurricanes traded the 
rights to Fox to New York for two second round picks. Fox 
has been a plug-and-play No. 1 defenseman for the Rangers 
since — and surely the Hurricanes wonder what could have 
been if they convinced him to come to Raleigh. 

Jacob Trouba is the other big name on the Blueshirts 
defense, and both Ryan Lindgren and K’Andre Miller are 
logging big minutes as young and talented defenders. 

Goaltending 

Igor Shesterkin is a lock for the Vezina Trophy this season. 

“You can see he’s a pretty good goalie,” Hurricanes forward 
Teuvo Teravainen said Monday. “He’s been good all year.” 

He’s not, however, invincible. Shesterkin was “good not 
great” in the first round, finishing with a .911 save percentage 
and 3.67 goals-against average. He also had a tough time 
against the Hurricanes this season. 

Shesterkin lost his two starts, both at Madison Square 
Garden, to Carolina during the regular season, stopping 53 
of 60 shots (.883 save percentage) in April matchups that 
helped the Hurricanes sew up the Metropolitan Division. 
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Shesterkin also won all three of his starts against Tampa Bay 
this season, the bright spot in a 6-6-0 record against the 
seven remaining playoff teams. 

All that said, he is capable of stealing a series by himself. 

On the ice 

The Rangers ranked fourth on the power play (25.2%) and 
seventh on the penalty kill (82.3%) during the regular 
season. Carolina’s PK was a league-best 88.0%, while 
power play finished 13th at 22.0%. 

Special teams will play a huge role. Just like the Bruins 
series, the Hurricanes will likely be content to play as much 
5-on-5 hockey as they can. 

New York gave up 20 full-strength goals in the first round 
against Pittsburgh compared to just 10 allowed by Carolina, 
and no team gave up as many 5-on-5 scoring chances (225) 
as the Rangers. The Hurricanes yielded just 135. 

The high-danger scoring chances were even starker. The 
Rangers gave up 116 at 5-on-5 to the Penguins — 22 more 
than the Kings, who gave up the second most, and a 
whopping 71 more than Carolina allowed to the Bruins. New 
York finished with eight more high-danger chances than the 
Hurricanes had in Round 1 (56-48). 

The regular season saw New York rank 28th in scoring 
chances differential and 21st on high-danger chances. The 
Hurricanes were third in both. 

The lesson: If this series is played at 5-on-5, anything 
outside of a Herculean performance by Shesterkin gives 
Carolina a giant edge. 

“When we’re on our game, we’re staying out of the box, I 
think we’re very confident no matter who we play that we’re 
going to come out on the winning side,” DeAngelo said. 

Prediction 

One could argue that the Rangers have the best forward, 
defenseman and goaltender in the series. But the Hurricanes 
had 14 players with at least 25 points during the regular 
season, including nine with 40. New York, meanwhile, has 
eight and five, respectively. 

Depth matters, and it’s Carolina’s best attribute. Special 
teams or Shesterkin could swing the series, but it looks like a 
mismatch. 

The Rangers’ power play wins them one, Shesterkin steals 
another, but Carolina wins in 6.

 

 

 

Hurricanes reset, refocused and ready for series vs. Rangers 

By Pat Welter 

Raleigh, N.C. — Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind'Amour has called the first round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs the most emotional, even the most challenging. 

So what does that make round two? 

Towels that read, "Get loud, Caniacs" were already being 
laid out for Hurricanes fans at PNC Arena on Tuesday 
morning, a day before Game 1 in the second round series 
against the New York Rangers. 

All the usual players were on the ice for the Hurricanes' 
morning skate. The emotions of the first round series against 
the Boston Bruins have past. The team has reset and is 
refocused and ready for the Rangers. 

"To come off that high and to get a couple days where there 
were obviously no games, you can feel it that there was a 
little breath out of the group. That's normal, but now you 

have to get right back on it and get back to that level 
because that's what it takes to win," said Brind'Amour. 

The Hurricanes are thankful to have home-ice advantage in 
this series after topping the Rangers in a late-season battle 
for the Metropolitan Division. 

The home team also won every game of the Hurricanes-
Bruins series. 

"After the game Saturday, I think everybody was pretty 
pumped, and then we got Sunday off. So I think that's kind of 
where everybody got to come down (emotionally)," said 
goaltender Antti Raanta. "Today, it started to get more like 
that game-type of feeling on the ice again." 

Raanta is a former Ranger but actually didn't play against 
New York during the regular season. He didn't face the 
Bruins during the regular season either but managed to win 
three games in the playoff series against Boston.
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Preview: Game One, Round Two vs. NYR 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers open their Round Two series at PNC Arena 
Wednesday night. 

When: Wednesday, May 18, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

REGULAR SEASON SERIES & MEETINGS: 

Carolina took the regular season series 3-1, outscoring New 
York 14-10. 

 Friday, January 21: Tony DeAngelo records three 
points as Canes roll to 6-3 victory. 

 Sunday, March 20: Alexandar Georgiev posts a 44-
save shutout, New York wins, 2-0. 

 Tuesday, April 12: Three-goal third pushes the 
Canes past the Rangers, 4-2. 

 Tuesday, April 26: Canes clinch Metropolitan 
Division title with 4-3 victory. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Fancy Seeing You Here: This series marks the first time 
Carolina and New York will go head-to-head in a seven-
game series in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Continued Momentum For The Second Line: Max Domi was 
the Game 7 hero for Carolina against Boston, scoring twice 
and recording an assist. Along with Vincent Trocheck and 
Teuvo Teravainen, the line produced all of the Canes offense 
en route to their 3-2 victory. In total, the three combined for 
19 points during the series. Can they carry their success into 
the next round? 

Fantastic Father Finn: Antti Raanta published a .927 save 
percentage (SV%) in Round One, fourth-best among goalies 
that played in at least four games. In his three wins during 
the series, he allowed a total of five goals. 

Former Blueshirts: Carolina's roster features no shortage of 
familiarity with New York, as six players (Tony DeAngelo, 
Jesper Fast, Antti Raanta, Brady Skjei, Brendan Smith and 
Derek Stepan) have played for the Rangers over the course 
of their careers. 

Top Pair Production: Tony DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin led 
the Canes in Round One, both producing eight points in 
seven games. Of Slavin's eight, seven came at even 
strength, the most by any defensemen in the NHL. 

Watch Out For The Kid: Seth Jarvis had the most goals (3) 
and the points (5) among all rookies in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs during Round One. 

Good Starts Are A Good Omen: The Canes went 3-0 in 
games when they were leading after 20 minutes during their 
series against Boston. 

On The Other Side: Rangers forward Mika Zibanejad had 11 
points in seven games against Pittsburgh in Round One. 
Seven of them came in the final two games of the round. 
Goaltender Igor Shesterkin had the eighth-best single 
season save percentage all-time this year at .935, but he 
was pulled from two games in the series against the the 
Penguins. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing black for 
every home game in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

More Milestones: Sebastian Aho is two assists shy of 
passing Ron Francis for the most assists in franchise playoff 
history. He is also two goals shy of passing Kevin Dineen to 
move into a tie for the second-most goals in franchise playoff 
history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Report: Ready For Round Two 
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By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - After skating at Insvisalign Arena to begin 
their preparation for the New York Rangers Monday, the 
Carolina Hurricanes were back at PNC Arena for a skate 
Tuesday morning. 

Andersen Update 

There was only one player not on the ice for the Canes 
today, and it's their netminder who has been out of 
commission for now over a month. 

While many are curious on the availability of Frederik 
Andersen, Tuesday was not the day that it became available. 
Rod Brind'Amour has kindly asked reporters to not ask about 
the Danish goalie until he takes the ice with the team for a 
practice. 

Taking On New York 

"It's a high-skilled team for sure. There's a lot of weapons 
there," Rod Brind'Amour did offer when asked about what 
he's preparing for in terms of the Rangers. "Goaltending is 
huge, [Igor Shesterkin] comes up big for them and allows 
them to play that aggressive kind of offensive style that they 
have." 

That aggressive kind of offensive style for the Rangers 
allowed them to score 28 goals in their Round One series. 
The only team that scored more than them in the opening 
round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs? Pittsburgh, oddly enough, 
with 29. 

"They're dangerous all the time," the head coach continued. 
"Their special teams, power play and they have an elite 
group, so there's a lot to worry about." 

One of those dangerous and elite players? Chris Kreider, 
who finished top three in goal-scoring this year with 52 and 
led the league with 26 of them coming on the power play. 

"There was a couple times when he and I would stay after 
practice, just him and I because [Henrik Lundqvist] was at 
the other end taking shootouts and Kreids didn't want to 
shoot," Antti Raanta offered of his former teammate. "We 
were probably doing about 20 minutes, just me and him. 
He's a big body in front of the net and he's also really quick. 
He has great hand-eye coordination. It's going to be a battle 
against that guy in front of the net, so we'll see how those 
things go for us." 

While Kreider will certainly present a challenge to Raanta 
and the Canes over the next two weeks, there are some 
things that the other former Rangers are looking forward to 
about facing their former team. 

"It's just going to be a great environment. It's a fun building to 
play in," Brady Skjei chimed in with. "A playoff series there is 
a lot of fun, but we bring a loud crowd and have just as much 
fun down here too." 

A Quick Look At The Other Side 

After having Monday off following their Game 7 victory over 
Pittsburgh on Sunday night, the Rangers got back to work 
themselves on Tuesday. 

Courtesy of NHL.com Senior Writer Dan Rosen, New York 
had the same forward lines that they had had in their final 
few games in their series against the Penguins. 

For those looking to become a bit more accustomed with the 
opposition, here's a brief synopsis of each trio: 

 First Line - Firepower. Kreider and Zibanejad 
combined for 158 points during the regular season 
and are paired with trade deadline acquisition Frank 
Vatrano, who had 13 points in 22 games since 
coming over from Florida. 

 Second Line - Artemi Panarin finished 11th in the 
NHL with his 96 points this season. Steady Ryan 
Strome centers "The Bread Man" and another trade 
deadline acquisition Andrew Copp, who had 18 
points in 16 games after being brought aboard from 
Winnipeg. 

 Third Line - AKA, "The Kid Line". The average age 
of the trio is 21. 

 Fourth Line - The sandpaper, if you will. However, 
the three only averaged 11:23 during the opening 
round. 

The Legend Of Father Finn Grows 

Antti Raanta's name began to buzz to new heights on Twitter 
following the team's Game 7 victory on Saturday and it 
wasn't for his performance in Round One. 

For those unsure of what's being referenced, see below: 

Raanta was asked about the above following today's skate 
and confirmed that it was true. 

"I saw the message and I was like, well, why not? You know, 
it's just a quick hello and Merry Christmas," Raanta offered. 
"It didn't take a lot of time for me and it's always nice to make 
somebody's day a little better. If you have the chance to try 
and help somebody, you always try to do something." 

Incredible goaltender, even better human. 
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Hurricanes, Rangers have same goal, different pressure ahead of Game 1 

By Dan Rosen  

GREENBURGH, N.Y. -- It was nearly 20 years ago when 
Rod Brind'Amour was just off the ice at Joe Louis Arena after 
watching the Detroit Red Wings celebrate winning the 
Stanley Cup at his expense. 

Brind'Amour, then a player with the Carolina Hurricanes and 
now their coach, has vivid memories of how he felt on that 
night of June 13, 2002, how at 31 years old and a veteran of 
13 NHL seasons he thought he may never get another 
opportunity like the one he just had. 

"Sitting there going, 'Oh wow, that might have been it right 
there,'" Brind'Amour said Tuesday. "I was getting older at 
that point. Thankfully that wasn't it, but you never know. It's 
not an easy road, winning the Stanley Cup. Everybody 
knows." 

The Hurricanes certainly do. They're in the Eastern 
Conference Second Round for the third time in the past four 
seasons, getting ready to play Game 1 against the New York 
Rangers at PNC Arena on Wednesday (7 p.m. ET; ESPN, 
SNE, SNO, SNP, TVAS).  

They have eight players who have been a part of each run: 
forwards Sebastian Aho, Teuvo Teravainen, Jordan Staal, 
Nino Niederreiter, Andrei Svechnikov and Jordan Martinook, 
and defensemen Jaccob Slavin and Brett Pesce. 

But the Hurricanes have gotten out of the second round 
once, in 2019, when they were swept in the Eastern 
Conference Final by the Boston Bruins. 

They lost to the Tampa Bay Lightning in five games last 
season. Twelve players who played for Carolina in the 
playoffs last season are expected to be in the lineup for 
Game 1 against New York. Martinook would make 13 but 
he's out because of a lower-body injury. 

The pressure is on because opportunity doesn't knock every 
year. 

Carolina won the Stanley Cup with Brind'Amour as captain in 
2006 and didn't get back to the postseason again until 2009, 
which preceded a nine-season gap between playoff 
appearances. 

"The older you get, the more it matters," Brind'Amour said. 
"You're trying to impose upon the players that urgency, just 
don't take it for granted. We talked about it all year. Nobody 
knows what tomorrow brings." 

The feeling around the Rangers is different. 

Certainly, they know opportunity is knocking for them now, 
the first time since 2017 they have reached the second 
round. But they are not feeling the weight of what lies ahead 
because, unlike the Hurricanes, they don't know how heavy it 
is. 

"As far as pressure goes, I don't think we feel it in our locker 
room," forward Tyler Motte said. 

Said defenseman K'Andre Miller, "I don't think there is really 
any pressure." 

The Rangers instead feel the high of coming back from 3-1 
down against the Pittsburgh Penguins to win the Eastern 
Conference First Round in seven games. They want to roll 
that vibe from a 4-3 comeback win in overtime in Game 7 on 
Sunday into Game 1 against Carolina. 

"Experience was something that was talked about our team 
for a little bit; I think we showed people what we could do 
and showed that it didn't really matter at the end of the day," 
Miller said. "Coming off a 3-1 series against a really good 
Pittsburgh team with that experience and those top guys in 
[Sidney] Crosby, [Evgeni] Malkin and [Kris] Letang, I think 
our confidence is where it needs to be right now." 

It never wavered, coach Gerard Gallant said, after their 52 
wins, 110 points and .671 points percentage all ranked in the 
top eight during the regular season. 

"I truly believe every team has got a chance to win when we 
start the playoffs," Gallant said. "I still believe that. We're 
going to have to play real well against Carolina, but I truly 
believe we've got a chance to win. 

"I think we're a good team. It doesn't matter if we're playing 
at home or on the road, I think we're a good team. When we 
play our game for 60 minutes we've got a real chance to win 
every game." 

That will be Gallant's message to the Rangers too. Simple 
and straightforward. He said he's not one for rah-rah 
speeches because he doesn't want to add more to Game 1 
than he would any other game. 

"I do the same thing as I do for Game 1 of the regular 
season," Gallant said. "I'm not putting more importance on 
this game than the other ones. Players have got enough 
pressure. We try to take pressure off them. Just go play your 
game and have fun. We prepare the same way." 

The Hurricanes will try to do the same, except it's a little 
different on their end because this is their third opportunity 
with Brind'Amour as the coach and the core players in place. 
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Nobody knows if there will be a fourth. Nobody with the 
Rangers is worried about that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rangers fans have soft spot for Hurricanes goalie Raanta after video 

Carolina veteran took some time out for fan during 2020 
holiday season, and it wasn't forgotten 

By Dan O'Leary 

For at least one pair of dedicated New York Rangers fans, 
it's going to be very difficult to root against one member of 
their favorite team's Eastern Conference Second Round 
opponent. 

Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta will always have a 
special place in the hearts of Katie Williams and her mom, 
Teri. 

Teri Williams became a Raanta superfan while he was a 
member of the Rangers from 2015-17, when he put up a 
2.25 goals-against average and .921 save percentage in 
those two seasons. She still follows him and wears his 
Rangers jersey for games. 

"My mom, she just fell in love. He's the sweetest guy," Katie 
Williams told NHL.com. "When he was on the Rangers you'd 
always see him interact with fans and kids and on his TV 
inerviews, he always came across as a great guy." 

They found out for real how much Raanta likes interacting 
with fans on Christmas Eve in 2020. The start of the NHL 
season was delayed due to concerns around the coronavirus 
pandemic. Katie Williams usually takes her mother to a 
Rangers road game each season, something they weren't 
sure they would be doing anytime soon. 

For Christmas, Katie made a highlight video for her mom and 
hoped Raanta would give her the perfect ending for it. 

"I'm not the type to bother a player," Katie Williams said. "I 
just politely asked him, a total shot in the dark ... Within 10 
minutes, he got back to me." 

Raanta had recorded a personalized greeting for Teri. She 
shared the story on Twitter on Saturday. 

"I put it right at the end of the reel. I let it stop and then, a 
'P.S. someone wants to say Merry Christmas' thing," Katie 
Williams said. "She saw it and she cried. Then I cried. It 
made her so happy. We were jumping up and down like 
schoolgirls. I mean, Christmas Eve, in the middle of a global 
pandemic, he made the time for a fan. He's just that kind of 
guy." 

Raanta recalled the encounter on Tuesday. 

"It was like, well, why not? It was just a quick hello and Merry 
Christmas," Raanta said. "It didn't take a lot of time for me, 
but it's always nice to make somebody's day a little better. If 
you can help somebody, you always try to do something. It 
was a nice memory for sure." 

So you can see how it will be tough for Katie and Teri to root 
against the man between the pipes opposite Rangers goalie 
Igor Shesterkin. 

"It's going to be so, so hard. My mom will probably be 
wearing her Raanta Rangers jersey just so she can stay 
loyal," Katie Williams said. "He was amazing (vs. Boston). 
The way he came back from his injury, it was so great to see 
him playing so well." 

A year-and-a-half later, Williams still can't believe her own 
story. 

"I'm a nobody and just sliding into his DMs," she said. "I 
wouldn't blame him (if he ignored it), but he didn't. For him to 
do that for a fan was just the sweetest thing. It's why he's the 
best." 
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NHL Buzz: Andersen unlikely for Hurricanes in series against Rangers 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Frederik Andersen is doubtful to play for the Carolina 
Hurricanes against the New York Rangers during the 
Eastern Conference Second Round. 

The goalie has not played since sustaining a lower-body 
injury April 16. Andersen has not practiced during the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, but Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said he was hopeful Andersen could play at some point in 
the postseason. 

The Hurricanes will host Game 1 of the best-of-7 series 
against the Rangers at PNC Arena on Wednesday (7 p.m. 
ET; ESPN, SNE, SNO, SNP, TVAS). 

"I would hope so, especially if we can move on," Brind'Amour 
said. "Until he gets out there with us, you might as well stop 
asking me." 

Antti Raanta had a 2.37 goals-against average and .927 
save percentage in six first-round games against the Boston 
Bruins, including 27 saves in a 3-2 win in Game 7 on 
Saturday. He missed Game 3 because of an upper-body 
injury. 

"[Raanta] is the guy," Brind'Amour said. "Until 'Freddy' even 
touches the ice, it's not even a conversation. Antti obviously 
has been great." 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Brayden Point did not play in Game 1 of the Eastern 
Conference Second Round against the Florida Panthers on 
Tuesday because of a lower-body injury. 

Point was injured in the first period of Game 7 of the first 
round against the Toronto Maple Leafs on Saturday. He was 
chasing the puck in the offensive zone and his right leg 
twisted as he slid into the baords. Point watched the rest of 
the 2-1 win from the bench. He did not skate on Monday, and 
the Lightning did not hold a morning skate Tuesday. 

"We'll see what kind of progress he makes here," coach Jon 
Cooper said Monday. "Anything that gives us hope he'll be 
back is encouraging." 

Tampa Bay won 4-1 in Game 1.  

Point has four points (two goals, two assists) in seven playoff 
games, including the game-winning goal in overtime of 
Game 6 against Toronto. He had 58 points (28 goals, 30 
assists) in 66 regular-season games. 

"I think the biggest thing is just kind of sticking to our game 
plan," center Anthony Cirelli said. "Obviously, when you don't 
have 'Pointer' in the lineup, he's a huge part to our team, but 
I think we just have that next-man-up mentality and 
everyone's got to be ready to bring a little bit more to the 
table and try to fill that void." -- Corey Long, Tom Gulitti 

NEW YORK RANGERS 

Barclay Goodrow's lower-body injury will keep the Rangers 
forward out for at least Games 1 and 2 of the second round 
against the Hurricanes, but there's a possibility he could 
return at some point in the series. 

"He hasn't skated yet, but we're not counting him out for this 
series," New York coach Gerard Gallant said Monday. "He's 
not going to start the first couple games, but we'll see how it 
goes. But he hasn't been on the ice yet." 

Goodrow was injured blocking a shot with his left foot in 
Game 1 of the first round against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
He missed the last six games of the series. 

The Rangers came back from 3-1 down to win the series in 
seven games, defeating the Penguins 4-3 in overtime in 
Game 7 at Madison Square Garden on Sunday. 

Goodrow is the only player on the Rangers who has won the 
Stanley Cup, doing so with the Lightning the past two 
seasons. He set NHL career highs in goals (13), assists (20) 
and points (33) in 79 regular-season games. -- Dan Rosen 

PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Brian Boyle had surgery on his left knee Monday. The 
expected recovery time is six weeks.The forward was injured 
in Game 6 of the first round against the Rangers and did not 
play in Game 7, which the Penguins lost 4-3 in overtime. 

Boyle can be an unrestricted free agent at the end of the 
season. He had 21 points (11 goals, 10 assists) in 66 
regular-season games and two assists in six playoff games 
for the Penguins. 

MINNESOTA WILD 

Matt Dumba said he missed 12 games late in the regular 
season with a dislocated rib, a broken rib and a punctured 
lung. The defenseman returned to play in the best-of-7 
Western Conference First Round against the St. Louis Blues, 
which the Wild lost in six games. 

"Yeah I was going to play no matter what," Dumba said 
Monday. "I really wanted to push to have one [regular-
season] game in before [playoffs]. We wanted to give it a test 
run. Yeah, I felt good enough to play." 

Dumba sustained the injuries in a 6-2 loss at the Nashville 
Predators on April 5. He returned for Minnesota's final 
regular-season game, a 4-1 win against the Colorado 
Avalanche on April 29.Dumba had one goal in Game 6 and 
was plus-4 with 15 shots in the playoffs. He will not need 
surgery. 

"Thanks to our (medical) staff working with me every day, or 
I wouldn't have been able to come back at the rate that I did 
and even play," he said. "Those guys pushed me knowing I 
wanted to get back and help this team in whatever capacity 
because it's just so much fun to be a part of." 

Joel Eriksson Ek took a stick to the mouth from Wild 
defenseman Dmitry Kulikov in the first period of Game 6 and 
wore a cage the rest of the game. The forward sustained four 
broken teeth that were later pulled. 

"Yeah, it's been hard eating, but it's getting better," Eriksson 
Ek said. "The first two or three days was really sore, but now 
it feels a little bit better." 

Eriksson Ek had five points (three goals, two assists) in the 
playoffs. -- Jessi Pierce 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 18, 2022 

 

 

Hurricanes look to keep rolling at home vs. New York Rangers 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — The Carolina Hurricanes needed to 
finish the regular season strong to hold off the New York 
Rangers for the Metropolitan Division title. They are 
benefitting from that push as the teams meet in a second-
round playoff series. 

The division title secured home-ice advantage through at 
least two playoff rounds. The Hurricanes needed every bit of 
that edge in grinding through a seven-game, first-round 
series against Boston, with all four wins coming in front of a 
rowdy home crowd. They open this series at home on 
Wednesday night. 

“I guess I always wondered what does home ice really 
mean,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Well, I think it 
did mean something last series for sure, so I guess we’ll 
see.” 

The Hurricanes finished with the NHL’s third-best record but 
didn’t secure the division title until beating the Rangers in 
their second-to-last game on April 26. That came after the 
Rangers surged to tie the Hurricanes atop the division. 

“You had to just keep winning,” Brind’Amour said. “I think the 
whole Eastern Conference, really, the top eight teams 
pushed each other I think all year that way. New York being 
there at the end when they were battling for us, that helped 
us stay sharp, too.” 

Carolina ended up taking three of the four regular-season 
meetings with New York, which rallied from a 3-1 deficit to 
beat the Pittsburgh Penguins in a seven-game thriller. 

“They outplayed us in at least three of those games for sure,” 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said of the regular season 
against Carolina. “It means nothing to me right now. We’re a 
confident team right now, we feel good about our team, we 
just beat a hell of a good Pittsburgh team.” 

IGOR THE GREAT 

New York’s Igor Shesterkin is a finalist for both the Vezina 
Trophy for the league’s top goalie and Hart Trophy for most 
valuable player after a season in which he was 36-13-4 with 
a 2.07 goals-against average and .935 save percentage, 
both league bests.  

He had 79 saves – the second-most in NHL history – in a 
triple-overtime Game 1 loss to Pittsburgh. He was torched for 
10 goals over three periods in Games 3 and 4 before 
bouncing back to win the last three games with a 2.93 GAA 
and .917 save percentage. 

“He really gives us a chance to win every game,” center Mika 
Zibanejad said. “He’s such a calm presence back there, just 
gives us the confidence to go get the next one.” 

FAMILIAR FACES 

The Hurricanes’ roster is loaded with former Rangers. 

Antti Raanta, who has taken over the crease with No. 1 
goaltender Frederik Andersen sidelined by injury, played 
from 2015-17 with the Rangers. The list also includes 
defensemen Tony DeAngelo — who is tied with fellow blue-
liner Jaccob Slavin with a team-best eight playoff points — 
Brady Skjei and Brendan Smith, winger Jesper Fast and 
reserve forward Derek Stepan. 

“I could care less who the opponent is,” DeAngelo said. 
“We’ve just got to worry about what we’re going to do here.” 

COMEBACK KIDS 

The Rangers had 27 comeback wins during the regular 
season, only two behind Florida for the league lead. They 
added against the Penguins, becoming the first team in NHL 
history to have three straight comeback wins in a series 
when facing elimination.  

In Games 5 and 6, they rallied from a two-goal deficit in the 
second period. In Game 7, they were trailing after two before 
tying it in the third and winning in overtime. 

“The belief’s always there,” defenseman Jacob Trouba said. 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

The special teams matchup to wacth will be the Rangers’ 
power play against the Hurricanes’ penalty kill. 

New York was fourth in the league during the regular season 
with the man advantage, scoring on 25.2% of its chances. 
That unit has been even better in the postseason (31.6%). 

Carolina had the league’s No. 1 kill during the regular season 
at 88%, though it has slid to 79.3% in the postseason. 

The Hurricanes have been struggling to get much going with 
their power play for more than six weeks. Carolina is 9 of 80 
(11.3%) through its last 24 games dating to late March. 

RECENT HISTORY 

This will be the first best-of-7 series between the teams, 
though the Hurricanes and Rangers have recent postseason 
history: The teams met in a qualifying round of the expanded 
playoffs in the Toronto bubble in 2020. The series opener 
marked the NHL’s return to action after halting its regular 
season due to the pandemic. Carolina swept that best-of-5 
series.
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What to expect from Round 2 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

By Justin Bourne 

In my Round 1 series preview, I noted how brutally hard 
predicting NHL playoff series can be, but mentioned I do 
have an 8-0 set of first round predictions in my past. This 
year I set the line at 5.5 correct and aimed to hit the over. 
Gonna start off with a quick pat on my own back, as I 
accomplished that, going 6-2. I’m greedy though, and 
thought I saw a path to another 8-0. My two misses both had 
leads in the third period of a game in which they could have 
eliminated their competition (Leafs and Penguins), but 
ultimately fell short. 

Round 2 has less freebies, as we’ve been dealt four 
legitimately great matchups, where the biggest “favourite” 
feels like they’re about to be in for the fight of their life. 

Speaking of said favourite… 

Avalanche vs. Blues 

Who: The team with expectations that’s never done it vs. the 
team without expectations that has. 

What: One of two “How much do intangibles truly matter?” 
series where there seems to be a clear favourite, but the 
underdog is full of pedigree and experience. 

Where: Opens in the Mile High City on Sportsnet 

When: Begins Tuesday May 17, at 9:30 p.m. ET, alternates 
days 

Why: Because the Avs fulfilled Darryl Sutter’s prophecy of 
giving their first round opponent a “waste of eight days” 
experience, and the Blues mucked their way through a hard 
fought series against a very good Minnesota Wild team. 

Alright, the Avalanche are up against their biggest rival now 
… the second round. Three years ago they lost in the second 
round in Game 7 (San Jose). Two years ago they lost in the 
second round in Game 7 (Dallas). Last year they lost in the 
second round in Game 6 (Vegas). They’ve been good for 
years, but it’s on them to prove now that something is 
different. 

I love this matchup for Colorado not because I think they’ll 
beat the Blues, but because if they want to go deep, they’re 
going to have to earn it the good old fashioned playoff way, 
and if that gets done, they should leave with real confidence. 
Beating the Blues will take blocked shots, hits thrown and 
taken, and injuries to be battled through. 

What a spot for the Blues to be in. Nobody is picking them. 
They have depth scoring (with a ton of 20 goal scorers), a 
goalie who’s done it before in Jordan Binnington who was 
dynamite in the final three games of their series against the 
Wild, and experience. They can go throw their best punches 
with no pressure and see what lands. The onus is fully on the 
Avs. 

With that, I don’t think it’s going to be easy for the team that I 
see as clearly better, assuming they stay healthy and the 
refs stay on the calls. That brings me to my prediction of… 

Avalanche in 7 

Flames vs. Oilers 

Who: A team built on stability and consistency, vs. a team 
that can be so wildly good and bad that they’re never not 
interesting. 

What: A Flames team trying to win a Cup the classic 
“physical play and details” way, and an Oilers team going for 
a “McDavid goes all ‘LeBron James with the Cavs’ and drags 
an OK team super deep” type run. 

Where: Let's get this rodeo started in the Saddledome 

When: Opens Wednesday night and alternates days through 
the series 

Why: Because Jake Oettinger eventually cracked, and 
Connor McDavid went bonkers in Round 1. 

I see a bunch of ways this goes Calgary’s way, and only one 
it breaks for the Oilers. 

The Flames offence should have an easier time against the 
Oilers than the Stars, as Edmonton gives up some chances 
and have a few D who are prone to The Great Mistake. Mike 
Smith can also turn ice cold, at times. And going the other 
way, the Flames are so good with their forechecking and 
defending, offence is super hard to come by against them, so 
it’s not going to be a fun series for the Oilers' depth scorers 
who aren’t generational superstars. 

For Edmonton, McDavid just put up 14 points against two of 
the best defensive centres in hockey (Phillip Danault and 
Anze Kopitar), so he’s not worried about good defending. 
The Oilers path is that he and Draisaitl (who ends up feeling 
good enough to be his best self) do their thing, and Mike 
Smith gets super hot, which can also happen. That’s it. The 
Flames get like 40 shots a night, Smith is dynamite, and the 
Oilers PP with McDavid and Draisaitl cooks and scores 
enough to get it done. 

The Oilers are no pushover, but I just see so many more 
paths for the Flames. Because of that, I’m going… 

Flames in 6 

Panthers vs. Lightning 

Who: FLORIDIANS, that’s who, and also two of the best 
teams in the league. 

What: The other “How much do intangibles matter?” series 
where there seems to be a clear favourite, but the underdog 
(Tampa Bay, by the betting odds) is full of pedigree and 
experience. 

Where: In Florida, of course. Sunrise, to be exact. 
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When: Begins Tuesday night at 7:30 p.m. ET. Will take two 
days off between Games 2 and 3, and then will play a back-
to-back before returning to alternating days.  

Why: The Lightning pounded the hearts of Ontarians into 
flour, then baked it into a fresh loaf of bread that they ate 
with a smile, while the Cats got over their own first round 
hurdle and have confidence heading into Round 2. 

The last time the Florida Panthers won a first-round playoff 
series, it was 1996. This year they had the weight of the 
Presidents' Trophy on them and went up against a Capitals 
team that’s built for playoffs, and they slayed that dragon. 
The talk around the team is that success has totally freed 
them up. They’re practicing looser and better, they’re fresh 
off a six-game series, and ready to roll. 

The Lightning are fascinating, because I think we’ll see just 
how much gas is left in their tank. Are they able to just find 
the big plays in the biggest moments just because they’re 
champions, or will all this hockey (and some injuries like the 
one to Brayden Point) just be too much to overcome? 

I think it’s Florida’s time. Tampa poured a lot into their Round 
1 series, and weakness was evident. The Lightning’s best 
chance is that Andrei Vasilevskiy has one of those Hall-of-
Fame series where the Cats' vaunted offence gets frustrated 
early, they push, and leave chances going back the other 
way. 

Panthers in 7 

Hurricanes vs. Rangers 

Who: A much underloved team with skill and grit, and a 
surprising Rangers team that just won’t go away. 

What: A team playing with house money, versus a ‘Canes 
team testing the St. Louis Blues' theory of “be good long 
enough and one year things should break your way” 

Where: In the eye of the Storm Surge in Raleigh. 

When: Starts Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. ET and 
alternates days. 

Why: Because the Penguins lost Crosby for a couple crucial 
games and never got their crease figured out, while Carolina 
may have escorted the “Perfection Line” core of the Bruins to 
the exits. 

The Carolina Hurricanes have to be the best team that gets 
the least attention year in, year out. They’re not star-laden 
and sexy – though they do have some super-skilled forwards 
– they’re mostly built on a great D-corps and a work ethic 
instilled by a coach who played the same way. 

The Rangers are more like the Oilers to me. When they’re 
good they’re awesome to watch, but there are lulls where the 
play just gets taken to them, and the onus shifts to “can they 
get saves?” The difference is, the Rangers have the 
upcoming Vezina Trophy winner, and they often do get the 
saves. That’s what makes 

them dangerous – because of Igor Shesterkin, they can still 
win when they’re not on. 

Still, the Canes are just so complete, and even with question 
marks in goal (injury-related, mostly), if they play up to their 

own expectations, they’ll be awfully tough to put away. 
They’re too well-built and well-coached. With that, I see… 

Hurricanes in 6. 
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NHL predictions: Expert picks for every conference semifinal series in Stanley Cup playoffs  

By Chris Bengel and Austin Nivison  

The opening round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs is officially in 
the books and it was nothing short of astonishing. We saw 
five Game 7s on Sunday decide which teams would be 
moving on. 

The top-seeded Florida Panthers got a little more of a test 
from the Washington Capitals than many may have 
envisioned with the Capitals jumping out to a 2-1 series lead. 
However, Florida was able to rally back for three consecutive 
victories, which included two game-winning overtime goals 
from winger Carter Verhaeghe. 

Meanwhile, the Colorado Avalanche were able to advance 
without too much trouble in a four-game sweep of the 
Nashville Predators. 

The conference semifinals begin on Tuesday night. In the 
Western Conference, the No. 1 seeded Avalanche will take 
on the No. 3 seed St. Louis Blues, while the No. 1 seed 
Calgary Flames will face off against the No. 2 seed 
Edmonton Oilers in the battle of Alberta. 

With the next round set to get underway, our NHL experts 
revealed their predictions for the conference semifinals. 

Western Conference 

(1) Avalanche vs. (3) Blues 

Chris: The Blues definitely have my attention after their 
impressive series win over the Wild in the opening round. 
Goaltender Jordan Binnington found his 2019 Stanley Cup-
winning form and produced a 1.67 goals-against-average in 
three starts against the Wild. The Blues are definitely going 
to win a few games in this series, but I can't go against the 
Avalanche and all of their firepower. After all, the Avalanche 
absolutely dominated the Predators to the tune of 5.25 goals-
per-game. Star defenseman Cale Makar produced a mind-
boggling 10 points (three goals and seven assists) in just 
four games. Even if Binnington continues to play well, I still 
don't think it'll be enough. Pick -- Avalanche beat Blues 4-2 

Austin: Last season, the Blues met the Avalanche in the first 
round, and Colorado swept them with relative ease. St. Louis 
should be able to get on the board this time around because 
it is a much better team, proved by them taking out the 
Minnesota Wild in six games. However, I doubt the Blues will 
be able to get four wins in this series. Perhaps the most stark 
contrast between these two teams comes on the blue line. 
St. Louis doesn't have anyone who can stack up with the 
likes of Makar and Devon Toews. The Blues have much 
more offensive firepower than the Predators, and this series 
might be an entertaining one with two teams attacking one 
another off the rush, but the Avs will continue their march to 
the Stanley Cup Final. Pick -- Avalanche beat Blues 4-2 

(1) Flames vs. (2) Oilers 

Chris: This may be the most exciting series of this round. 
Oilers star Connor McDavid and Flames star Johnny 
Gaudreau were absolutely sensational and won their 
respective series for their teams. For the first time in his 
career, McDavid got out of the opening round. On the other 
hand, Gaudreau was able to shed the label that he doesn't 
show up in the postseason. This series has the potential to 
be a longer one. Still, I have the Flames getting to the 
Stanley Cup Final and I'm not going away from that now. The 
difference lies between the pipes. Give me Jacob Markstrom, 
who had an insane 1.53 goals-against-average against the 
Stars, over Mike Smith any day. Pick -- Flames beat Oilers 4-
2 

Austin: The Flames were one shot away from getting goalied 
in the first round against the Stars. Calgary controlled a 
whopping 60.03% of the expected goals at five-on-five in that 
series, but the team needed overtime in Game 7 to reach the 
second round. Jake Oettinger was exceptional for Dallas, 
and I like the Flames' chances if they play like that against 
the Oilers. That said, Mike Smith was good for Edmonton 
last round, and McDavid played like the best player in the 
world with 14 points in seven games. Additionally, the 
combination of McDavid and Evander Kane has produced 
excellent results. This might be the toughest series to predict 
because there are good reasons to like both teams, but the 
Flames have been the better team for a while now, and I'm 
betting on that trend continuing. Pick -- Flames beat Oilers 4-
2 

Eastern Conference 

(1) Panthers vs. (3) Lightning 

Chris: I truly thought that the Maple Leafs had what it took to 
take down the defending Stanley Cup champion Lightning. 
However, we saw in Game 7 what that championship 
pedigree is all about. Goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy showed up in 
a big way when his team needed him most. Now we have 
the battle of Florida up for grabs. While it was impressive to 
see the Lightning defeat the high-octane Maple Leafs, I don't 
think a three-peat is in the card for Tampa Bay. This 
Panthers team is insanely deep from an offensive standpoint 
and I just don't see the Lightning being able to slow them 
down. It'll be a long series, without a doubt, and a seven-
game marathon wouldn't surprise me. On top of all the 
firepower that the Panthers have, the Lightning could be 
shorthanded for a portion of the series as star center 
Brayden Point is dealing with a lower-body injury that he 
suffered against the Maple Leafs. If he misses a game or 
two, the Lightning are in trouble. Pick -- Panthers beat 
Lightning 4-3 

Austin: The Battle of Florida is back, and it promises to be 
even better than last season. It is incredibly difficult to pick 
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against the Lightning for the second series in a row, but this 
Panthers roster makes it a little easier. Florida's depth 
ultimately put it over the top against Washington, and while 
that gap is a lot smaller against Tampa Bay, it still exists. The 
health of Bolts Point is a major x-factor here, but even if he is 
able to suit up, the Panthers' ability to roll three lines without 
sacrificing any offense gets them through to the Eastern 
Conference Finals. Let's just hope this series goes the 
distance before that happens. Pick -- Panthers beat 
Lightning 4-3 

(1) Hurricanes vs. (2) Rangers 

Chris: Both the Hurricanes and Rangers had to grind out a 
seven-game series in order to advance in the opening round. 
It's not going to surprise me in the slightest if we this series 
goes seven games. The biggest reason I took the Bruins 
over the Hurricanes in the First Round was due to the 
potential absence of goaltender Frederik Andersen. 
However, Antti Raanta had a very strong series and made a 
believer out of me. It's looking doubtful that Andersen will be 
in net this round. On the other hand, Vezina Trophy 
frontrunner Igor Shesterkin struggled mightily against the 

Penguins and was even pulled on multiple occasions in the 
series. Both teams have two of the more dangerous forward 
groups around, but I think this game comes down to the 
goaltending. I don't expect Shesterkin to continue to struggle 
and we'll see the brick wall that was in net during the regular 
season. With that being said, I'm going with the Rangers in 
what should be a fantastic series. Pick -- Rangers beat 
Hurricanes 4-3 

Austin: How many times will I pick against the Rangers due 
to weak underlying numbers only to see them throw it right 
back in my face? Well, at least one more. In their seven-
game series against the Penguins, the Rangers controlled 
just 37.69% of the expected goals at five-on-five. That was 
the worst mark of all 16 playoff teams. That doesn't bode 
well for New York as the team is about to face one of the 
best possession teams in the NHL. While the two teams 
might match up well in terms of high-end firepower, the 
Hurricanes are simply deeper. Unless Louis Domingue takes 
the ice for Carolina, this is where New York's run ends. Pick -
- Hurricanes beat Rangers 4-2.

 

 

NHL Playoffs 2022: Hurricanes change ticket policy in attempt to keep Rangers fans out of 
PNC Arena  

By Wajih AlBaroudi  

Fresh off their first-round playoff series win over the Boston 
Bruins, the Carolina Hurricanes will play another big-market 
squad in the New York Rangers starting Wednesday. This 
time around, Carolina is taking a step to prevent an opposing 
fan takeover at PNC Arena.  

Carolina instituted a "restricted sales area" policy for its 
second-round playoff tickets. This means that only people 
from North Carolina, South Carolina and southern parts of 
Virginia can purchase tickets directly from the team. If 
anyone outside those areas attempts to purchase a ticket to 
Games 1 or 2 from the Hurricanes' website, they'll see the 
following disclaimer:   

"Very Important!! PNC Arena is located in Raleigh, NC. 
Sales to this event will be restricted to residents of North 
Carolina/South Carolina and Southern Virginia. Residency 
will be based on credit card billing address. Orders by 
residents outside North Carolina/South Carolina and 
Southern Virginia will be canceled without notice and refunds 
given." 

Carolina is set to host Games 1 and 2, and plenty of primary-
market tickets remain available for as low as $95. The 

Hurricanes will also host Games 5 and 7, if those games are 
necessary. 

The policy won't completely erase the possibility of a New 
York fan takeover, though. Carolina will be unable to control 
secondary-market ticket sales, giving people from all areas 
the ability to get seats to Hurricanes home games during the 
series. 

New York -- which declined to employ ticket-purchasing 
restrictions -- has already sold out all its tickets to Games 3, 
4 and 6 at Madison Square Garden.  

The Hurricanes' policy is not unheard of. The NFL's Los 
Angeles Rams and Tennessee Titans introduced similar 
policies during the 2022 playoffs. For the NFC Championship 
game at SoFi Stadium, the Rams ensured only residents of 
the Greater Los Angeles region would have access to 
tickets. The Titans, meanwhile, restricted fans from 
transferring tickets to their playoff game against the 
Cincinnati Bengals until 24 hours before kickoff at Nissan 
Stadium.   

Game 1 of the Rangers-Hurricanes series is set for 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. on ESPN and is available to stream on 
fuboTV (try for free).  
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Second-Round Preview: Skaters 

By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes have one of the deepest roster of 
skaters in the league and after escaping their first-round 
series mostly unscathed, they will look to prove themselves 
again as they take on the New York Rangers in the second-
round of the NHL playoffs. 

The Rangers on the other hand, have some of the brightest 
star power in the game on their roster with the likes of Adam 
Fox, Artemiy Panarin and Igor Shesterkin, but how does the 
rest of the roster pan out? 

The biggest question mark for the Rangers throughout the 
season was the depth behind their stars, but after adding a 
handful of quality players at the trade deadline, New York 
has had a much more potent roster. 

However, they still lack consistency of execution, constantly 
being outchanced and outshot, but when you have a star 
goaltender, you can weather the storm and then the skillset 
of their top players allows them to strike quickly and in 
succession.  

It will be an interesting matchup of two totally different 
playstyles going head to head. 

Projected Carolina Hurricanes Lineup 

Andrei Svechnikov - Sebastian Aho - Seth Jarvis 
Teuvo Teravainen - Vincent Trocheck - Max Domi 
Nino Niederreiter - Jordan Staal - Jesper Fast 
Steven Lorentz - Jesperi Kotkaniemi - Martin Necas 

Jaccob Slavin - Tony DeAngelo 
Brady Skjei - Brett Pesce 
Ian Cole - Brendan Smith 

Extras: Derek Stepan, Ethan Bear, Jordan Martinook (IR) 

Projected New York Rangers Lineup 

Chris Kreider - Mika Zibanejad - Frank Vatrano 
Artemi Panarin - Ryan Strome - Andrew Copp 
Alexis Lafreniere - Filip Chytil - Kaapo Kakko 
Tyler Motte - Kevin Rooney - Ryan Reaves 

Ryan Lindgren - Adam Fox 
K’Andre Miller - Jacob Trouba 
Justin Braun - Braden Schneider 

Extras: Patrik Nemeth, Dryden Hunt, Greg McKegg, Jonny 
Brodzinski, Barclay Goodrow (IR) 

Forwards 

Top-Six 

The Hurricanes are going to need more from their top line in 
this series. Against the Bruins, the line had a 47.90 CF% and 

combined for only four even-strength goals across the 
seven-game series.  

The Bruins were one of the best defensive teams in the 
league though, and the Rangers are certainly not that. 

However, with the Vezina-likely Igor Shesterkin in net for the 
Rangers, Carolina is going to need it’s best players to be at 
top form to break through.  

Luckily, it seems Carolina’s second line is starting to really 
emerge, completely taking over Game 7 to help propel the 
Canes to victory. If they can keep that chemistry flowing, it 
will be good times for the Hurricanes. 

On the other side, the Rangers have been such a top heavy 
team for so long, it will be interesting to see how Carolina 
can match up to and defend that. 

Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider carried their team through 
the first round with most of their goals coming in bunches off 
the rush or a faceoff win. Frank Vatrano has mostly played 
alongside them since coming over, but Tyler Motte has made 
appearances on the top-line as well to give them some more 
defensive support. 

Artemi Panarin has been hot and cold throughout the 
postseason and Ryan Strome has been good, but nothing to 
write home about, but newcomer Andrew Copp is fitting in 
nicely with the second line and giving them some offensive 
production alongside much needed defensive support. 

If the Rangers get their top guns rolling, it will be a tall task to 
suppress them. The top of the Rangers lineup is fast and 
talented, so the defense and especially the goaltending will 
need to be locked in. 

Bottom-Six 

This is the area where the Hurricanes can try to really set 
themselves apart again.  

The Jordan Staal line, is the Jordan Staal line.  

It forechecks, it hits, it cycles and it’s just such a hassle to 
play against. The Rangers don’t have a line that can 
successfully match up to the Staal line’s game and so they 
should be able to wear New York down time and time again. 

Every goal they produce is a cherry on top, when more than 
likely they will be tasked with shutting down New York’s top 
guys. 

However, a line that may get the Rangers some added depth 
scoring, is their newly dubbed “Kid Line,” which is composed 
of three first-round picks from the last five years. The line has 
found tremendous chemistry and it was one of New York’s 
most consistent even-strength lines in the first-round against 
Pittsburgh.  
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The hope for Carolina is that their inexperience may hold 
them back, but they look to be quite a handful. 

The Rangers’ fourth line could see a rotation of players as 
Vatrano and Motte have swapped places throughout the 
playoffs. Motte is a defensive specialist and Vatrano can 
create a lot out of a little with his dangerous wrist shot. 

Past those two though, and with Barclay Goodrow unlikely to 
come back from his ankle injury, the only other bottom line 
player Carolina has to worry about is Ryan Reaves simply 
because of the enforcer’s physical edge. 

For Carolina, Jesperi Kotkaniemi has shown flashes this 
postseason, but hadn’t been able to get it to translate quite 
yet. The same can be seen for Martin Necas, who has been 
demoted down to the fourth line. He has moments of 
brilliance, but he has been way too inconsistent this season. 

If Carolina can get either of those two to start getting their 
chances to go, it may be a quick series. 

It still to be seen who Rod Brind’Amour decides to go with 
alongside those two for Game 1 though. If Jordan Martinook 
is healthy, it should be expected that he’d go in. If not either 
of Derek Stepan or Steven Lorentz will do fine. 

Defense 

Top Pair 

The Rangers’ defense is led by last year’s Norris Trophy 
winner, Adam Fox. He is second on the team in playoff 
points and has just been one of the game’s most promising 
and dynamic blueline talents. 

His defensive partner, Ryan Lindgren, is a physical and 
dependable presence, although he is dealing with injury 
issues currently. 

The Hurricanes should expect to see this pair quite 
frequently though. 

For Carolina, their top pair wreaked havoc on the Bruins in 
the first-round with Jaccob Slavin showcasing that he is in 
fact one of the best defensive talents in the NHL as well as 
being tied with Tony DeAngelo for the team lead in points. 

The pair is just so dynamic at creating offense, that it will 
hopefully be hard for the Rangers to keep up. And if there is 
a slip up by the Carolina forecheck, usually Slavin can be 
guaranteed to shutdown that potent New York rush. 

Second Pair 

The Rangers’ second pair is made up of the offensively 
dynamic K’Andre Miller, whose strong skating and stickwork 
make him a threat whenever he has the puck, and Jacob 
Trouba, the large body defender.  

The pair have seen heavy logs throughout the postseason 
with Miller really breaking out this season as an exciting 
player to watch. Trouba has morphed his game into more of 
a defensive stalwart with a physical edge, but he is still 
capable of contributing offensively. 

On the Hurricanes side, Brett Pesce and Brady Skjei, while 
being seen as the second pair, is still Carolina’s go-to 
shutdown pair. 

The two are certainly an “everything is happening” type of 
pair, but you can’t argue against results. They’ve been 
dependable all season, and Carolina is going to need them 
once again. 

Bottom Pair 

The Rangers bottom duo is composed of 20-year old Braden 
Schneider, and one of either Justin Braun or Patrik Nemeth. 
Their youngest and oldest defensemen on the same pair. 
This has lead to a lot of interesting situations when they are 
out on the ice, with sometimes there being an inexperienced 
mistakes or maybe the other one is too slow to cover an 
opponent. 

But Schneider is a big-body with a promising skillset, so he 
should be noted when he’s on the ice and although Braun 
and Nemeth are well past their peaks, they still know the 
game and can play well enough. 

But this is definitely the pair to take advantage of for 
Carolina. 

And the Canes’ bottom pair, has been surprisingly good for 
Carolina, as both Ian Cole and Brendan Smith were rock 
solid against the Bruins proving their experience and 
determination to do whatever it took to keep pucks out of 
their own net. 

They play hard in front of the net and don’t shy away from 
physicality. Speed is their one weakness though and it’s 
what the Rangers love to capitalize on, so maybe this could 
be the series where we see Ethan Bear make his Hurricanes 
playoff debut. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Round Preview: Goaltenders 
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By Brian LeBlanc  

In the first round, we pointed out how the Carolina 
Hurricanes had a marked advantage in goal over the Boston 
Bruins. That mostly held up, with the Hurricanes scoring 21 
goals on an expected-goals number of 21.1 at 5-on-5, and 
the Bruins scoring 18 (on the same exact expected goals 
number, oddly enough). 

Jeremy Swayman was a bit better than advertised, Antti 
Raanta saved the day a couple of times, and as expected, 
the true challenge for the Hurricanes was breaking through 
the Bruins’ defense to get a shot on net. Once they did so, 
good things happened. 

That...won’t be the case this round. 

Rangers 

Igor Shesterkin might win the Hart Trophy, and if he does, it 
would be the first such honor for a goaltender since Jose 
Theodore won it 20 years ago (coincidentally, in a season 
where his team was eliminated by the Hurricanes). He’s 
essentially a shoo-in for the Vezina; I mean, if Freddie 
Andersen can't even be named as a finalist, sincere 
apologies to Jacob Markstrom and Juuse Saros, but they 
ain’t winning. 

And when your shot chart looks like this, it’s little wonder: 

We’d all better do one of those summoning circle things for 
Jaccob Slavin and Brady Skjei, because shots from the left 
point are going to be of significant importance in this series, it 
appears. 

Shesterkin was absolutely hung out to dry in the first round 
against the Penguins. In seven games, he saved six goals 
above expected, and yet it still took to overtime of Game 7 
for the Rangers to advance. The Penguins took almost a 
hundred more unblocked shots against Shesterkin in the first 
round than the Bruins did against Raanta (and Kochetkov). 
Yes, one of those games went to triple overtime, but - say it 
again - the Rangers were down 3-1 and facing Louis 
Domingue for the vast majority of the series.  

Shesterkin is elite, and how fortunate are the Rangers that 
they basically had a seamless transition from Henrik 
Lundqvist, a top-five goalie in his own right, to Shesterkin 
without skipping a beat? 

The Hurricanes have more well-distributed firepower than the 
Penguins, and there’s every reason to think that they will 
have more success breaking through a Rangers defensive 
setup that is notably less intimidating than the Bruins’. But 
none of that matters much if you can’t get past the last line of 
defense, and the Rangers’ is second to none in that 
category. 

Hurricanes 

Before you ask, no, I have no idea when Andersen is coming 
back, and neither do you. I’m operating on the assumption 
that the crease belongs to Raanta until further notice. 

The good news is that Raanta was really good when called 
upon in the first round. He improved everywhere on the ice 
from his shot chart in the regular season, with one exception. 
This chart doesn’t separate Raanta out from Kochetkov, but 
since Raanta played the majority of minutes, this is a good 
indicator of his play in the first round: 

That goal-line spot to Raanta’s left is a little concerning, 
given that he was pretty strong against those types of shots 
during the season, but then again the Bruins made it very 
obvious that their game plan was predicated on crashing the 
net and creating chaos. You’d probably like to see Raanta a 
little tighter in the slot, but that’s picking nits: the Bruins are 
great at playing heavy in front of the net, and it’s a matter of 
how much you can mitigate that. 

The Rangers, meanwhile, are a much more perimeter-
oriented team. Chris Kreider scored a bajillion goals this year 
from the front of the net, but other than him the Rangers 
don’t have much in terms of a down-low game: 

The red spots near the goal are almost entirely courtesy of 
Kreider and Artemi Panarin. There is no question that the 
two of them will be the Hurricanes’ toughest test in this 
round, and Raanta will need to be on his game given where 
his weaknesses lay in the first round.
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Inside Rangers-Hurricanes matchup: Predicting the second-round series  

By Mollie Walker 

The Rangers are on to the second round of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs for the first time since 2017. Their opponent, the 
Hurricanes, are back here for a second straight season and 
the third time in the last four years. There’s no doubt the 
Rangers are the underdogs, but this is a team that made 
NHL history in Round 1 by recording three consecutive 
comeback wins in elimination games within the same series. 

Never count the Blueshirts out. 

Nevertheless, Carolina has proven to be a hurdle the 
Rangers have yet to be able to clear. Dating back to the 
2020 bubble, where the Hurricanes swept them in the 
qualifying round in three games, the Rangers have only won 
once in their last seven meetings. That one victory came on 
March 20, when backup goalie Alexandar Georgiev stole the 
show with a 44-save performance in a 2-0 shutout. 

“We know it’s a challenge,” Rangers head coach Gerard 
Gallant said. “Carolina is a real good hockey team. They 
went through a tough series, too. They played Boston for 
seven games, so I think both teams are on even keel. We’re 
going to take it one game at a time and go from there. But 
we feel good about our chances.” 

The Post’s Mollie Walker takes a look at how the teams 
match up: 

Goaltending 

The Hurricanes’ No. 1 goalie, Frederik Andersen, has been 
battling a lower-body injury since the end of the regular 
season and didn’t play in their first-round matchup with the 
Bruins. Former Blueshirt Antti Raanta has primarily been 
Carolina’s starting netminder. A journeyman who spent two 
seasons in New York, Raanta has decent playoff numbers 
for the sample size that it is (11 games, 3-3 record, 2.74 
goals-against average and .908 save percentage), but the 
Rangers still take this category easily. 

Andersen was one of the few NHL goalies who kept up with 
the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin this season. Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said there wouldn’t be any more updates 
on Andersen until he practices with the team. 

Shesterkin got his first taste of playoff hockey on the road in 
Round 1 and he steadily improved away from home as the 
series progressed. His 39 saves and .929 save percentage 
in the Rangers’ Game 7 win against the Penguins proved he 
can rise to the occasion. 

Edge: Rangers 

Defense 

The Rangers and Hurricanes both had the two lowest goals-
against averages and goals-against totals during the regular 
season, with Carolina holding a slight edge at 2.44 and 200, 
respectively, compared to the Rangers’ 2.49 and 204. The 

Hurricanes also finished with the lowest shots-against 
average in the NHL at 28.2 per game, while the Rangers had 
the third highest at 30.8. 

This is a testament to how the Hurricanes seemingly always 
have the puck, which naturally allows them to play less 
defense. The Hurricanes’ top two defensemen, Jaccob 
Slavin and former Ranger Tony DeAngelo, lead the team 
with eight points each in the playoffs. Brett Pesce and former 
Ranger Brady Skjei have also had impactful seasons. 

The Rangers have gotten some production from their 
defensemen as well. Adam Fox is second on the team in 
points with 10, while K’Andre Miller and Jacob Trouba have 
chipped in a couple of goals as well, in addition to drawing 
the top opponent matchups. 

Edge: Hurricanes 

Forwards 

The Rangers are trading in a tough matchup with the 
Penguins’ top line of Jake Guentzel-Sidney Crosby-Bryan 
Rust for one that is just as difficult in the Hurricanes’ Andrei 
Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Seth Jarvis. However, this 
Hurricanes team can get offensive contributions up and 
down its lineup. It’s a group that averaged 3.38 goals per 
game during the regular season. 

Carolina’s one-two punch down the middle in Aho and 
Vincent Trocheck is a handful. There’s another one on the 
left wing, too, in Svechnikov and Teuvo Teravainen. These 
skaters can push the pace and know how to tilt the ice. 

The Rangers’ Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Frank 
Vatrano will be preoccupied defensively, again. But it wasn’t 
until that top line got hot — which was partially due to Crosby 
missing part of Game 5 and all of Game 6 — that the 
Rangers were able to separate themselves from the 
Penguins. The middle six, especially Artemi Panarin, Andrew 
Copp and Alexis Lafreniere, will have to contribute even 
more on offense than they did in the previous series. 

Edge: Hurricanes 

Special teams 

The Rangers have gotten a lot out of their special teams this 
postseason. Every power play and every penalty kill 
seemingly gives the team a boost and provides scoring 
chances, with the man-advantage and while shorthanded. 

With Tyler Motte and Ryan Lindgren back in the fold, the 
Rangers’ PK is in its best form. The power play wasn’t as 
effective in Round 1 as it was in the regular season, but it still 
generated tremendous offensive-zone time and goals in big 
moments. 

Edge: Rangers 
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Coaching 

Brind’Amour has been with the Hurricanes for the past 11 
seasons, the first seven as an assistant before he took over 
as head coach in 2018-19. In addition to having a pulse on 
his team and knowing what makes it go, Brind’Amour has 
coached in the playoffs each season since he became the 
bench boss in Carolina. 

Gallant has played a major role in pulling the best out of this 
Rangers team this season, there’s no debating that. His style 
and approach empowers his players, but every decision and 
matchup choice is amplified in the playoffs. 

Edge: Hurricanes 

What do you think? Post a comment. 

Prediction 

The Rangers have proven they deserved to get to this point, 
but the Canes have been banging on the door to the Eastern 
Conference finals for some time now and are built to actually 
do it this season. 

Hurricanes in six 

 

Post experts predict Rangers-Hurricanes series  

By Larry Brooks, Mollie Walker and Ethan Sears 

Larry Brooks 

The Rangers will have to play their four best games of the 
season in order to prevail against a team that is much 
deeper, faster and more disciplined than the Penguins. 

The Canes are relentless. The Blueshirts must limit their 
errors — forced and unforced — in the neutral zone and on 
their O-zone entries while simplifying their game. The 
presumptive goaltending edge is significant on Igor 
Shesterkin’s side, and the Rangers may be able to exploit 
Antti Raanta, who is No. 1 in Freddie Andersen’s absence, 
but would have to consistently get pucks and bodies to the 
net in order to do so.  

I do not think it is farfetched to believe that the Rangers can 
pull off the upset, but I don’t think they will do it.  

Prediction Hurricanes in 6. 

Ethan Sears 

The Rangers’ resilience and strength in nets is hard to bet 
against, and they will push Carolina to the limit. But the 
Canes have the depth, the home ice and will end the 
Rangers’ season in Raleigh.  

Prediction: Hurricanes in 7. 

Mollie Walker 

The Rangers have proven they deserved to get to this point, 
but the Canes have been banging on the door to the Eastern 
Conference final for some time now and are built to actually 
do it this season.  

What do you think? Post a comment. 

Prediction: Hurricanes in 6. 

 

 

 

 
 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261524317.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261489837.html 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/depth-key-for-hurricanes-against-rangers/ 

https://www.wralsportsfan.com/hurricanes-reset-refocused-and-ready-for-series-vs-rangers/20286802/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-game-one-round-two-versus-nyr/c-334145290  

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/practice-report-ready-for-round-two/c-334140016 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-new-york-have-same-goal-different-pressure-ahead-of-game-1/c-334146044 

https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-rangers-fans-have-soft-spot-for-carolina-hurricanes-goalie-antti-raanta/c-334154508 
https://www.nhl.com/news/nhl-buzz-news-and-notes-may-16/c-334126330 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-new-york-carolina-hurricanes-rangers-c19a35ef67496e2d4500dafbde575621 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/perfect-timing-avalanches-manson-nets-first-nhl-playoff-goal-in-ot/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-playoffs-2022-tv-schedule-how-to-watch-scores-highlights-bracket/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-predictions-expert-picks-for-every-conference-semifinal-series-in-stanley-cup-playoffs/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/17/23094129/second-round-preview-skaters-carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-nhl-playoffs 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/17/23095510/carolina-hurricanes-stanley-cup-playoffs-second-round-preview-goaltenders-new-york-rangers 

https://nypost.com/2022/05/18/inside-the-rangers-hurricanes-matchup/ 
https://nypost.com/2022/05/18/post-experts-predict-rangers-hurricanes-series/ 
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Can’t buy Canes-Rangers playoff tickets to PNC Arena? Check your 
address. 

 

BY LAURA BRACHE 

 

We are apparently doomed to repeat the same stupid timeline over and 
over again. 

(N&O banner headline from Game 1 of the 2002 finals, post-Mitch Albom 
making an ass of himself: “Shazam!”) 

And the Yankees geofence ticket sales too, Howie. 
https://t.co/2gseOwUYvO 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 17, 2022 

The Canes’ official website redirects buyers to entertainment 
marketplace Ticketmaster for ticket sales. On the top right corner of the 
screen, a notice warns buyers of a restricted sales area: only those with 
a billing address in either of the Carolinas or southern Virginia will get to 
order tickets. 

Anyone with an address outside of the restricted sales area might be 
able to purchase tickets, only to have their orders canceled and 
refunded. 

‘TO BETTER SERVE FANS’ 

New York sports media outlet SNY reported the restricted sales Monday, 
stating that the geoblock was “an effort (from the Carolina Hurricanes) to 
prevent Rangers fans from entering their building for the second round of 
the playoffs.” 

Mark Sundheim, a Canes spokesperson, told The News & Observer in 
an email that geoblocking isn’t unusual. 

“It’s an extremely common practice across pro sports [...] to cut down on 
out-of-market scalping and prioritize their home areas for the primary 
market,” he said. “Especially when it comes to the most desirable tickets 
like playoffs and premium seating.” 

Sundheim then pointed the finger back at New York in his email. 

He shared a screenshot of a similar restriction notice on a Ticketmaster 
page for an upcoming New York Yankees game against the Orioles at 
Yankee Stadium in the Bronx. The notice alerts page visitors that tickets 
will be limited to buyers with billing addresses from New York, New 
Jersey, Connecticut and Pennsylvania. 

“There are no restrictions on fans from other teams attending our games 
or wearing their jerseys,” Sundheim clarified. 

The notice on Ticketmaster says that the restricted sales area is in place 
“to better serve Carolina Hurricanes fans,” and notes that “PNC Arena is 
located in Raleigh, NC.” 

Another NHL team, the Tampa Bay Lightning, also restricted sales in 
2018, according to The Washington Post. The team barred buyers 
without a Florida ZIP code in their billing addresses from buying tickets 
for playoffs games against the Washington Capitals hosted in Tampa. 

The Los Angeles Rams also restricted sales to certain areas for the NFC 
Championship game last season against the San Francisco 49ers, a rule 
they later changed. 

Teams can regulate initial ticket sales, but often cannot regulate 
secondary markets. So buyers within the restricted sales area can resell 
their tickets on marketplaces like Vivid Seats or StubHub if they can no 
longer go or are trying to earn an extra buck. Fans outside the geo-
blocked area could buy tickets on those sites, but face paying more than 
the original price tag from scalping and extra fees. 

As of early Tuesday afternoon, the cheapest price for a single ticket to 
the first game in the second round on Ticketmaster was $95 before taxes 
and fees. That ticket was on the highest row of section 318. 

The most expensive Ticketmaster tickets were a pair of front row, lower-
level seats on resale for $1,250 apiece before taxes and fees. 

Tickets for the Canes-Rangers playoffs games at Madison Square 
Garden in New York have no restriction. 

ROUND 2 OF THE PLAYOFFS 

The Hurricanes-Rangers second-round series starts Wednesday at PNC 
Arena. Game 1 is slated for a 7 p.m. start and will be broadcast 
exclusively on ESPN and its family of networks and apps. 

News Observer LOADED: 05.18.2022 

1202661 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Rangers, Hurricanes head coaches have differing memories of their time 
at PNC Arena 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Rod Brind’Amour had the most exciting night of his hockey career and 
Gerard Gallant probably his most ignominious in PNC Arena. 

Brind’Amour was the Carolina Hurricanes captain in 2006 when the 
Canes won the Stanley Cup, ecstatically lifting it high in victory that June 
night as the arena rumbled. Now the Canes head coach, he’s after 
another one. 

Gallant was coaching the Florida Panthers 10 years later when he was 
summarily fired after a loss against the Canes at PNC Arena. He hailed a 
cab and waited outside near the loading dock, a photo of Gallant and an 
assistant coach sliding into a Raleigh taxi circulating widely throughout 
the NHL. 

A lot of shade was thrown at the Panthers, although Gallant later said the 
cab was his idea. 
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So much has happened since that November 2016 night. Brind’Amour 
became the Canes’ head coach and made them a playoff-caliber team. 
Gallant was hired and fired by the expansion Vegas Golden Knights — 
taking them to the 2018 Stanley Cup finals in a glittery debut season — 
before being named the New York Rangers coach in June 2021. 

The two faced each other during their NHL playing careers. They’ve 
faced each other as coaches. Now, their teams face each other with a 
spot in the Eastern Conference finals at stake in the second round of the 
playoffs, with Game 1 set for Wednesday at 7 p.m. at PNC Arena. 

“I don’t know him personally but I’ve known him for a long time,” 
Brind’Amour said Tuesday. “I know the kind of player he was. You know, 
just hard-nosed. That’s kind of the way I think he coaches. 

“I know his players love him. He lets his guys play, you can see that. 
That’s why he’s a good coach.” 

“He just doesn’t restrict your game,” Rangers forward Frank Vatrano told 
the New York Post. “He kind of lets you go out there and play. If you’re 
an offensive guy, he wants you to make plays.” 

Brind’Amour and Gallant are native Canadians — Brind’Amour raised in 
Prince Rupert and Campbell River, British Columbia, and Gallant born in 
Summerside, Prince Edward Island. 

Gallant, 58, was a power forward, spending nine of 10 NHL seasons with 
the Detroit Red Wings and scoring a career-high 39 goals in 1988-89. 
Brind’Amour, 51, was the quintessential center in a career that took him 
from the St. Louis Blues to the Philadelphia Flyers and then to the Canes 
in January 2000. 

Brind’Amour won a Cup, something missing in Gallant’s playing career. 
As coaches, both have been named the Jack Adams Award winner as 
NHL coach of the year — Gallant with Vegas in 2018 and Brind’Amour 
last year. 

The Canes won three of the four games this season against the Rangers 
in beating them out for the Metropolitan Division title with 116 points, 
twice winning at Madison Square Garden. Neither team believes that will 
mean much when the puck drops Wednesday night after 7 p.m. at PNC 
Arena. 

“We know what they’re going to bring and they know what we’re going to 
bring,” Gallant said Monday to the New York media. “They’re an 
aggressive hockey team. They play a fast-paced game. We’ve got to 
make sure we’re doing that. 

“I think when we’re ready to play we’re as good as anybody in this league 
and we’ve proven that. We’re never going to quit, we’re going to battle 
hard and I think it’s going to be a helluva series.” 

Antti Raanta will be the Canes’ starting goalie and Igor Shesterkin will be 
in net for the Rangers, both with their own challenges to face. Raanta did 
not have a game against the Rangers in the regular season but doesn’t 
need a scouting report. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ goalie Antii Raanta (32) deflects a Boston shot on 
goal during the first period on Saturday, May 14, 2022 during game 
seven of the Stanley Cup first round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. 
Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

“Their top two lines are really skillful and special teams are going to be a 
big thing again,” Raanta said Tuesday. “Obviously (Adam) Fox is one of 
the best D-men in the league. You worry about your own game more 
than the other team but obviously you know when those guys are on (the 
ice).” 

Raanta, a former Rangers goalie, noted that in his two seasons in New 
York he would face off one on one against forward Chris Kreider after 
practice for about 20 minutes. The two should see more of each other in 
the playoff series, Kreider coming off a 52-goal regular season and sure 
to be camped in front of the crease, especially on New York’s power 
plays. 

“Obviously he’s a big body in front of the net but he’s also really quick 
and has really good hand/eye coordination,” Raanta said. “It’s going to a 
battle against that guy, for sure.” 

As or the player matchups, that will be up to the coaches — Brind’Amour 
and Gallant, going head to head again. 
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Why the Hurricanes’ recipe for a victory over the Rangers sings a familiar 
refrain 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED MAY 17, 2022 2:11 PM 

 

RALEIGH-In the same sense that we’re doomed to repeat the same 
stupid timeline over and over again off the ice — a New York broadcaster 
using the word “hillbilly” to describe the Carolina Hurricanes, and before 
the series even starts — there’s a pretty good chance the second round 
is going to look a lot like the first for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Opponent loaded up with elite talent on its top two lines? Check. 

Dangerous power play that will put a premium on the Hurricanes’ 
discipline? Check. 

Norris Trophy-caliber defenseman running the show? Check. 

Best goaltender in the NHL? Well, that’s certainly different. 

Other than the presence of Igor Shesterkin in net, the biggest difference 
between the Boston Bruins and New York Rangers might be that the 
Bruins were a little more top-heavy and the Rangers are a little more 
balanced across their top six forwards, but the Hurricanes’ recipe for 
success hasn’t really changed: Jordan Staal’s line will likely take on the 
challenge of Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider, the Hurricanes will have 
to mind their tempers and sticks alike and stay out of the penalty box, 
and the Hurricanes’ advantage is their depth across all four lines. 

“The goaltending is huge,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “He 
comes up big for them and allows them to play that aggressive, offensive 
style that they have. They’re danger, all the time. Special teams, power 
play, they’ve got an elite group. There’s a lot to worry about.” 

Max Domi’s performance in Game 7 is a good example of how the 
Hurricanes win at their best, but the Canes still need more from the 
Sebatian Aho-Andrei Svechnikov-Seth Jarvis line, and everyone needs to 
do a better job of converting five-on-five dominance into not only scoring 
chances, but goals. 

That hasn’t changed from the first round. The opposing jerseys are 
different. The goaltending will presumably be better. There are more 
familiar faces on each side. But the global mission has not changed. The 
Hurricanes will have to beat the Rangers the same way they eventually 
beat the Bruins, by absorbing their attack and wearing them down at 
even strength. And if they want to win in fewer than seven games this 
time around, they’ll need to convert on the power play at critical moments 
as well. 

If it all sounds a little too familiar … it is. 

That’s not the only history repeating itself. Howie Rose, the former New 
York Islanders broadcaster who should know better, tweeted Tuesday 
that the Hurricanes’ policy of restricting ticket sales to local zip codes was 
“Barney Fife hillbilly baloney,” never mind that many teams, including the 
New York Yankees, do as well. 

The story to which he referred implied that the Hurricanes were having 
trouble selling tickets, only days after the team set a PNC Arena record 
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for hockey in the Game 7 win over the Bruins, almost 1,000 over listed 
capacity. 

We are apparently doomed to repeat the same stupid timeline over and 
over again. 

(N&O banner headline from Game 1 of the 2002 finals, post-Mitch Albom 
making an ass of himself: “Shazam!”) 

And the Yankees geofence ticket sales too, Howie. 
https://t.co/2gseOwUYvO 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 17, 2022 

The good people of the Triangle at least made it through the Boston 
series without being called “goobers” or “hicks” by the Boston Globe, and 
that only took four playoff series over 13 years. And it’s been 20 years 
since Mitch Albom made an ass of himself with his despicable 
“Moonshine and me” column that played on every cheap, lazy stereotype 
he could borrow from someone else. 

This stuff is as dumb as it is tiresome, all cloaked in the same sort of 
ignorant elitism that comes from fringe elements of the Canadian media 
at times. You never hear this kind of talk during, say, the ACC-Big Ten 
Challenge, for some reason. 

And those so quick to cast aspersions should remember references to 
Mayberry can cut both ways. The N&O’s headline after the Hurricanes’ 
Game 1 win in Detroit: “Shazam!” 
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Breaking down Rangers vs. Hurricanes: Storylines, key players, injuries 
and more 

 

By Sara Civian and Arthur Staple 

 

It took two Game 7s, but here we are, folks: The Hurricanes and the 
Rangers are set to begin their second-round matchup at PNC Arena 
Wednesday. 

Both young Metropolitan Division teams defeated perennial playoff 
juggernauts Pittsburgh and Boston to make it to the next round of the 
2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. This is going to be a fast-paced matchup 
that’ll come down to a heavy Hurricanes forecheck against a Hart Trophy 
finalist goaltender in Igor Shesterkin. 

Rangers reporter Arthur Staple and Hurricanes reporter Sara Civian 
sound off on all the details: 

Who is one player to watch on each team, beyond the obvious stats? 

Staple: The Rangers’ first-round series turned when Ryan Lindgren 
returned from a lower-body injury that had him hobbling around the PPG 
Paints Arena press box for Games 3 and 4 — which, maybe not so 
coincidentally, were the two worst defensive games the Rangers have 
played since about October. 

The 24-year-old Lindgren has mostly been known as Adam Fox’s D 
partner but he provided more than just a spark when he returned to the 
lineup in Game 5; he had some jump to his game. His presence also 
allowed Gerard Gallant to shift Justin Braun down to the third pair 
alongside Braden Schneider and shift Patrik Nemeth to street clothes, 
both of which were necessary adjustments. 

Lindgren’s warrior mentality is not universally shared by his Ranger 
teammates, so they need as many of his ilk as possible. 

Civian: Sorry, but as a die-hard Penn State hockey fan, Lindgren is 
actually most known to me not as Fox’s partner, but as the poor soul at 

the other end of this sequence. I would love for him to make a new 
impression on my brain, because I’ve been impressed with his trajectory 
and I love a college hockey kid even if he played for Minnesota. 

I think Rangers fans will understand when I say that even though Tony 
DeAngelo is leading the Hurricanes in the postseason with eight points, 
we need to look beyond his stats to evaluate his play and impact on the 
team. He has been, as crazy as it sounds, a source of calm for the 
Canes throughout the playoffs. He held Vincent Trocheck back to prevent 
a fight in Game 7, and I watched that video a few times to make sure I 
was seeing it right. 

“Well,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “We’ve had lots of 
conversations.” 

What’s the health situation for each team? 

Staple: Gallant said on Monday that Barclay Goodrow, out with a 
suspected broken foot or ankle from a Game 1 shot block against the 
Penguins, won’t return early in the series but hasn’t been ruled out. He 
also hasn’t started skating again, so that’s probably a bad sign. But the 
Rangers not only got Lindgren back in the previous round, they also got 
Tyler Motte back from an upper-body injury that cost him a month. Motte 
was an under-the-radar deadline pickup whose penalty killing and 
tenacity were huge assets in Games 6 and 7 against Pittsburgh; against 
the even-faster Canes, Motte’s abilities will be even more important. 

Civian: I was told, kindly, to stop asking about goaltender Freddie 
Andersen’s status until he joins the team for a practice, because the 
update will be the same until then. As of Monday, Andersen has not 
joined the group for a full-team practice, but he has been skating on his 
own. My sense is the Hurricanes are hopeful Andersen will be available 
at some point toward the middle of the series. 

Maybe I’m just sentimental, but to me, the question has actually become: 
When Andersen is available, is this still a no-brainer? Antti Raanta was 
great in the first round, with a .927 save percentage, 3-2 record and his 
ever-lovely attitude. 

Other than the Andersen situation and the typical playoff wear-and-tear, 
everyone else seems to be fine. 

What’s one thing the team did well in Round 1 and one thing to improve 
on? 

Staple: The Rangers’ resilience has been unmatched in these playoffs. 
No previous team in NHL history had overcome deficits in each of the 
final three games to erase a 3-1 series deficit. The team motto has been 
“No quit in New York,” and now it’s more than just a hashtag. 

Improvements, however, could come from just about every other aspect 
of their game. The biggest for this series will be keeping traffic away from 
Shesterkin. The Penguins, whose depth forwards are not nearly as 
skilled as Carolina’s, got bodies and pucks funneling to the net at will in 
the opening round, crossing up Shesterkin and a defensive-zone 
structure that at times seemed nonexistent. 

According to Natural Stat Trick (which gets its data from NHL play-by-
play, so take it with a teaspoon or so of salt), the Penguins had a 116-56 
high-danger chance edge at five-on-five in the first round. The Hurricanes 
had the third-highest high-danger chance share (55.53 percent) in the 
league this regular season. That’s a recipe for ugliness if the Rangers 
don’t figure out their D-zone. 

Civian: Depth scoring and blue line production helped the Hurricanes 
past the Bruins as Patrice Bergeron tried his darnedest and pretty much 
succeeded in neutralizing the Hurricanes’ top talent and the Sebastian 
Aho line. Well, 20-year-old Seth Jarvis, who lives on Aho’s wing, is tied 
for the Canes lead in goals with three, but you get it. 

Two defensemen — DeAngelo (ever heard of him?) and Jaccob Slavin 
— currently lead the Canes in playoff scoring with eight points apiece. It’s 
good to know that the Canes can rely on depth when needed, but the 
blue line and happy-go-lucky Jarvis deserve a little more help from the 
Canes’ top scorers. 
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The Canes could improve on consistency from their top players. We 
know how competitive Aho is, and he looked better in Game 7 than he 
did in Game 6. But he has to show up on the scoresheet if the Canes 
want to beat the Rangers. 

Who’s one player who could break out in Round 2? 

Staple: Alexis Lafreniere had a very good first round of his playoff career, 
throwing his body around and scoring a couple of goals as part of the 
Rangers’ Kid Line with Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. Lafreniere’s 
willingness to engage and his nose for the net could get him and his line 
some more ice time, especially if they can get a few preferential 
matchups against Carolina’s fourth line. 

The Kid Line will have to earn its minutes and in these first two games, 
the Hurricanes will definitely want to get either Aho’s line or Trocheck’s 
line against the kids to see if the home team can take advantage. That 
will be a tall task for Lafreniere and his mates, but if they pass the test, 
they could take off in a series that features lots more youth on the other 
side than last round. 

Civian: It does feel like two young cores in the Rangers and Canes 
defeated the old guard cores in Pittsburgh and Bruins to advance to the 
second round. And maybe that’s why the completion of the first round 
has felt like such a weight off of everyone’s shoulders? But there’s work 
yet to be done, and for the Canes, there’s still a “kid’ who could step up: 
Martin Necas. 

Necas has had a rough year after his breakout NHL year, and everyone 
including himself expected more from him in a contract year. But part of 
that has been the emergence of Jarvis — Brind’Amour has slid Necas 
down in the lineup to make room for even more talent. I’m sure this is 
difficult to accept for Necas, who is on a shorter leash than I feel he 
deserves, and I feel that shorter leash has negatively impacted his play 
when maybe he should have been encouraged more after that four-game 
goal streak in the regular season. But he showed some fire in Games 6 
and 7 that has looked like a potential start of something more to me. 

The Hurricanes are favorites in this series, and their relentless forecheck 
will test Shesterkin. But the Rangers stars stepped up in Games 6 and 7. 
Do they take that momentum into Round 2 and give the Canes more of a 
fight than the oddsmakers are expecting? 

Staple: They certainly can, if the Rangers can hold up under Carolina’s 
fast pace and pressure while also getting to Raanta. The burden will fall 
heavily on the Rangers’ top-four defensemen who had some ups and 
downs in the opening round, as did the top-six forward group. 

The Rangers have to defend well but they can’t expend all their mental 
and physical energy on defending, if that makes sense. Mika Zibanejad 
seemed to figure that out by the end of the first round and all he did was 
post seven points in the final two games. Artemi Panarin needs to be 
tougher on the puck and away from it. Jacob Trouba cannot afford 
letdown games like the couple he had against the Penguins. 

Shesterkin is the biggest key, of course, but even at 90 percent of his 
Hart Trophy-finalist self in Game 7, the Rangers looked beaten at times. 
This team with very top-heavy skill needs all the big boys for this one. 

Civian: I think Hurricanes fans should approach this matchup with 
respect and caution. While I do think the Canes will pull out the win, it’s a 
completely different beast to slay after Round 1. The Rangers are going 
to come out faster, and the “kid” line is going to be happy-go-lucky like 
Jarvis. The Canes defeated the veterans that have had their number for 
the past few years, and now they need to prove they can deal with a 
different kind of opponent. 
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The Rangers’ Goalie Is Adjusting to the Pressures of the Playoffs 

 

David Waldstein 

7-8 minutes 17/05/2022 

Published May 17, 2022Updated May 18, 2022, 12:24 a.m. ET 

 

At the bleakest moment of the Rangers’ season, just after they had been 
blown out for the second straight game in Pittsburgh to put their season 
on the edge of elimination, Coach Gerard Gallant sent a message of 
faith. 

An hour earlier, he pulled Igor Shesterkin from his net — also for the 
second straight game — amid the deafening, derisive chants from the 
Pittsburgh fans: “Eee-gor. Eee-gor,” they yelled with delight as 
Shesterkin sat on the loneliest corner of the bench. 

It was an odd scene. Shesterkin had played so brilliantly all season. In 
fact, he has been brilliant ever since the Rangers brought him to the 
United States from Russia to play for their minor league affiliate in 
Hartford, Conn., in 2019. But until this month, there was always one 
unknown. Shesterkin had never played in the Stanley Cup playoffs. 

The playoffs are a different universe from the regular season, as we are 
told by those who have played and coached in them. There is a 
heightened level of intensity and pressure, and one mistake or one bad 
rebound can instantly alter the course of a season. 

In the first two games in Pittsburgh, the Penguins scored 10 goals 
against Shesterkin in only 3 periods. Had they finally discovered the 
super goalie’s Kryptonite? Gallant did not think so, and he declared 
immediately after Game 4 of that first-round series that Shesterkin would 
start Game 5 at Madison Square Garden. 

“It’s good when the coach trusts the goalie and the whole team trusts 
me,” Shesterkin said in English, his second language. “I just tried to find 
my game and help my partners and try to win every game.” 

Shesterkin definitely found his game again. He made 99 saves over the 
next three contests, all Rangers wins, and now all is right in Rangers 
World again. Shesterkin, who was born in Moscow, is back to being 
arguably the best goalie in the league, and he is apparently able to 
withstand the pressures of playoff hockey. 

Because of that, the Rangers feel they have a chance to knock off the 
Carolina Hurricanes in the second round, which begins in Raleigh, N.C., 
on Wednesday. 

“He’s been our best player all year,” said Chris Kreider, the Rangers 
forward. “He continues to be our best player.” 

He is also one of the N.H.L.’s best players at any position. He was 
named as one of the three finalists for the Hart Trophy for most valuable 
player during the regular season and is almost guaranteed to be awarded 
the Vezina Trophy as the best goalie. All the evidence voters needed 
was his .935 save percentage and 2.07 goals against average, both tops 
in the league. 

Shesterkin, 26, was drafted out of Russia by the Rangers in the fourth 
round of the 2014 draft and has fit seamlessly into a line of Rangers 
goalies stretching back to the early 1990s with Mike Richter, who was 
followed, two years after his own retirement, by Henrik Lundqvist in 2005. 

“What a run of goaltenders we have seen here with the Rangers,” said 
Eddie Olczyk, a TNT analyst and teammate of Richter’s on the last 
Rangers’ team to win a Stanley Cup, in 1994. “Goaltending has not been 
a problem for the Rangers, and when you have it, you have a chance to 
win every night.” 

Olczyk said he spoke to Gallant months ago about Shesterkin, and the 
coach raved to him about the goalie’s uncanny ability to read, react and 
be in the right position ahead of the shot or the pass. 
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“I don’t think you hear that very often,” Olczyk said. “He seems to know 
what’s going to happen before it does. When that happens, you’re 
playing five-card stud with six cards. It’s a pretty good hand to be playing 
with.” 

Lundqvist was like that, too. He was still a Ranger when Shesterkin made 
his debut on Jan. 7, 2020. Shesterkin spoke very little English then, and it 
was difficult for Lundqvist to communicate with him in a casual, in-depth 
manner to get a sense of who Shesterkin was. But he noticed that his 
new teammate was quite relaxed and chatty with the other Russian-
speaking players on the Rangers, such as Pavel Buchnevich and 
Vladislav Namestnikov, both of whom are no longer on the team. 

Now a Rangers analyst on the MSG Network, Lundqvist said 
Shesterkin’s easygoing demeanor was critical to the Russian goalie’s 
ability to withstand pressure and failure — what little of it he has had. 

“When you play in this city, or any big market, it helps if you can stay 
within your bubble, not get too carried away with the ups and downs,” 
Lundqvist said. “I think away from the game, he focuses on friends and 
family. That’s healthy to your game. It all comes down to your 
personality. It seems like he lives in his little bubble, and I think that helps 
in the long run.” 

Following in the skate marks of Lundqvist, a beloved and iconic Rangers 
goalie who guarded the net the last time the team went to the Stanley 
Cup finals in 2014, presented a tremendous challenge for Shesterkin. It 
happens in sports. Tino Martinez faced it when he replaced Don 
Mattingly on the Yankees, and so did Aaron Rodgers when he replaced 
Brett Favre on the Green Bay Packers. 

Those players made believers out of their fans, and Shesterkin has done 
the same for Rangers loyalists. That was especially so in the first half of 
this season, when he made bunches of extraordinary saves to help the 
Rangers win games that perhaps they should not have and instilled 
confidence in his team. 

“Everybody thinks they’ve got the best goalie,” Gallant said recently. “For 
me, our goaltender has been an M.V.P. He’s been unbelievable.” 

Fans are also discovering an endearing side to Shesterkin, with his long 
brown hair held in place under a clip he wears on, and often off, the ice. 
When he and his partner, Anna Butusova, arrived at a Halloween party in 
Seattle in October dressed as John Travolta’s and Uma Thurman’s 
characters in “Pulp Fiction” — and then danced like them — his Q rating 
soared among Rangers fans. 

And as his English improves, Shesterkin has grown more confident 
speaking to American reporters without an interpreter. For now, he 
requests television cameras stop rolling during those sessions, but he is 
often relaxed, playful, insightful and unfazed, even when reflecting on the 
bleakest moment of his season. 

“I got pulled twice,” Shesterkin said. “It doesn’t matter because the coach 
believed in me. I’d like to say thanks.” 

The way Shesterkin responded and came back to prove he could handle 
playoff pressure ensured that the appreciation went both ways. 

“His attitude hasn’t changed much,” said Jacob Trouba, the Rangers 
defenseman. “He’s been his same self, which is good. He’s embraced 
the moment and played really, really well.” 
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Post experts predict Rangers-Hurricanes series 

 

Larry Brooks, Mollie Walker, Ethan Sears 

2-2 minutes 18/05/2022 

 

The Post’s experts make their Rangers-Hurricanes picks: 

Larry Brooks 

The Rangers will have to play their four best games of the season in 
order to prevail against a team that is much deeper, faster and more 
disciplined than the Penguins. 

The Canes are relentless. The Blueshirts must limit their errors — forced 
and unforced — in the neutral zone and on their O-zone entries while 
simplifying their game. The presumptive goaltending edge is significant 
on Igor Shesterkin’s side, and the Rangers may be able to exploit Antti 
Raanta, who is No. 1 in Freddie Andersen’s absence, but would have to 
consistently get pucks and bodies to the net in order to do so. 

I do not think it is farfetched to believe that the Rangers can pull off the 
upset, but I don’t think they will do it. 

Hurricanes in 6. 

Ethan Sears 

The Rangers’ resilience and strength in nets is hard to bet against, and 
they will push Carolina to the limit. But the Canes have the depth, the 
home ice and will end the Rangers’ season in Raleigh. 

Hurricanes in 7. 

Mollie Walker 

The Rangers have proven they deserved to get to this point, but the 
Canes have been banging on the door to the Eastern Conference final 
for some time now and are built to actually do it this season. 

Hurricanes in 6. 
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Sam Rosen talks key to Rangers-Hurricanes series, Blueshirt memories, 
future in booth 

 

Steve Serby 

12-15 minutes 18/05/2022 

 

MSG Rangers play-by-play man Sam Rosen called the Blueshirts’ entire 
first-round series win over the Penguins. MSG won’t have live games in 
this round but will have complete pre-and postgame coverage. Rosen 
takes a shot at some NHL playoffs Q&A with Post columnist Steve Serby. 

Q: What is the key to the Rangers-Hurricanes series? 

A: Get the lead. You want to make Carolina chases the game a little bit. 
When they get a lead, they’re very tough. They have talent, they’re very 
aggressive on the forecheck, they skate very well, have enough physical 
play to be tough on you. But I think if you get the lead on them, they 
become a different team, they can make mistakes, and the Rangers have 
the players that can take advantage of that. 

Q: What makes Igor Shesterkin special? 

A: Doesn’t lose his focus. No real highs or lows, stays even-keeled and 
makes the big saves. And he carried the team for a long part of the 
season as it kinda grew together. 
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Q: Describe Artemi Panarin. 

A: A player you love to watch because you never know what he’s going 
to do. His passes are brilliant, sometimes he thinks too much passing 
instead of shooting. No ego involved, really friendly, always has a smile 
on his face. We were in Nashville, I’m walking down the street, I look 
over at a bench on the street and there’s a guy in a baseball cap reading 
a book on the bench. I look over, it’s Panarin. 

Q: Chris Kreider. 

A: Kreider has become the player that we always thought he could be. 
He has this great athletic ability. Tremendously fast skater. Powerful. Not 
afraid to go into the corners, not afraid to go in front of the net, and 
finally, he’s scoring big this year. 

Q: Mika Zibanejad. 

A: He is a No. 1 center. He does it all. What he’s done over the last 
couple of years is he’s become the complete player. 

Rangers 

Sam Rosen 

Charles Wenzelberg/New York Post 

Q: Adam Fox. 

A: Adam Fox is a rising star. This guy is a very intelligent hockey player, 
has great vision in the ice, and you can see it with the passes he makes 
and the scoring chances he creates. 

Q: Alexis Lafreniere. 

A: The hope is he will become a star. He has all the tools, and I think the 
key to me is he wants to be great. He’s far from what he’s going to be. In 
a few years he has the potential to be a star in the league. 

Q: Jacob Trouba. 

A: A physical force. I don’t think that incident last year with Tom Wilson 
happens if Trouba were on the ice. He was injured at the time, but he 
sticks up for everybody, he hits as hard as anyone in the league. He’s 
been a big factor in the rapid growth of K’Andre Miller. 

Q: Coach Gerard Gallant. 

A: He has the respect of the players. Keeps everybody on an even keel, 
but demands that everybody give it their best every night. He downplays 
his role, but he’s a very, very good coach. 

Q: How would you describe a New York Rangers fan for a visitor from 
Mars? 

A: New York Rangers fans are the most passionate fans you could ever 
meet. If you meet a Ranger fan, they will have a jersey on, they will have 
something that indicates their love of the team and they will have a 
favorite player that they love. … It’s the passion, it’s the intensity, and the 
love that they are not afraid to express and show. 

Q: How would you describe the Garden when it is electric? 

A: It gives you a feeling of … there’s goose bumps, there’s excitement, 
exhilaration. … You want to get up. If you’re sitting down, you have to get 
up. The sounds of the building reverberate throughout. You feel it. You 
feel the sound. You feel the cheers. You feel it. I felt it at the Knicks’ 
championship win in 1970. I felt it on a New Year’s Eve concert that Billy 
Joel put on at the Garden, and I remember saying, “This is how it’s going 
to be when the Rangers win the Stanley Cup.” And it was exactly like 
that. 

Q: You were working as a statistician on the Knicks radio network when 
the Knicks won the 1970 NBA championship. How did the decibel level in 
the Garden compare to the night the ’94 Rangers won the Cup? 

A: I would say comparable, equal. When the Knicks won, it was their first 
ever, and when the Rangers won it was the first time in 54 years, and I 
think the emotions were exactly the same. 

Q: What was your boyhood dream growing up in Brooklyn? 

A: To play for the New York Yankees. 

Q: You were a catcher. Who were your favorite Yankees? 

A: Mickey Mantle was No. 1 … clear No. 1. Yogi Berra was another one 
that I loved. As time evolved, I loved Derek Jeter. Derek Jeter became 
the next great Yankee to me. 

Q: Why was Mel Allen your favorite broadcaster? 

A: Wherever he was, whether it was on the radio side or on the TV side, 
he just brought an energy, an enthusiasm and excitement to his play-by-
play. 

Q: Marty Glickman. 

A: He was an idol in that he was a Jewish announcer. It meant something 
to me. I grew up listening to him on the radio doing the Giants. … To me, 
calling Giants football, there was nobody better in the world. To me, Marv 
Albert became the best basketball announcer ever, but Marv learned 
from Marty. Marty was the guy who set the standard. 

Q: What was it like going to Rangers games with your friends? 

A: We had the G.O. card for 50 cents to get into the Garden, on Sunday 
you’d get there at 4:30 and run up the steps to try and get to the end 
balcony seats so you can see the entire ice, or the first two rows of the 
side balcony where you could see the entire ice. 

NHL 
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Q: You loved Andy Bathgate. 

A: He was a big, statuesque player. Great shot and could score. 

Q: Vic Hadfield. 

A: He was the strong, force of that [GAG] Line and of that team. 

Q: Jean Ratelle. 

A: Elegant player, brilliant passer … who could also score. 

Q: Brian Leetch. 

A: I remember interviewing him at Boston Garden when he was a 
freshman at Boston College and saying, “I can’t wait till he becomes a 
Ranger.” And he did after the ’88 Olympics. … Great skater. Bobby Orr 
was to me the guy who changed the game with the way he played. Brian 
Leetch was in that class. 

Q: Mike Richter. 

A: Great competitor … hard worker … fanatic about physical conditioning 
… and always a big-game player. 

Q: Eddie Giacomin. 

A: The best at the time … could do everything … could handle the puck 
better than everybody. 

Q: Henrik Lundqvist. 

A: Class … smarts … student of the position, and a leader. I respected 
that he was always available to the media. 

Keep up with the most important sports news 

Sign up for Starting Lineup for the biggest stories. 

Q: Describe the first time you saw Wayne Gretzky play. 
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A: Was able to find the open man on the ice no matter what … great 
vision of the game … total control of the game. 

Q: Gretzky as a Ranger. 

A: It was seeing, in my mind, the best player to ever play the game in a 
Rangers uniform. And then having him with the best all-around Ranger to 
ever play in a Rangers uniform, Mark Messier, to have them both 
together — that one year that they played together was special. Very 
special. 

Q: Messier’s Guarantee, before Game 6 of the 1994 conference finals 
against the Devils. 

A: I was there when he expressed the Guarantee. There was this huge 
throng of media there, and they asked him basically what he thought 
about going into Game 6, and he gave the answer that any athlete would 
give: “We’re gonna win.” Unfortunately for me, we were in New Jersey for 
Game 6. MSG couldn’t do the game, it was a Jersey telecast, and at that 
time, we didn’t go into their building, and they couldn’t do the games at 
our building. 

Q: Game 7 of the ’94 Finals aside, was Game 7 of the Devils series the 
most anxiety-ridden game for you? 

A: Without question. … When [Valery] Zelepukin scored with 7.7 seconds 
to go, sends the game to overtime, we go to the studio, John [Davidson 
is] walking in the booth and I’m sitting down with my head in my hands 
and he says, “What’s the matter?” And I said, “What else can happen to 
this team?” Thankfully there was Stephane Matteau. 

Q: Howie Rose. 

A: One of the great iconic calls ever. The Matteau call, [“Matteau, 
Matteau, Matteau”] everybody will remember that forever. 

Q: Messier as a player. 

A: The consummate hockey player. Tough, great leader, with all the skills 
of the highly skilled player … could skate, shoot, pass, he had it all. 

Rangers 
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Q: Adam Graves. 

A: Heart and soul player. Beloved by everybody — teammates, fans, 
media — but off the ice, a teddy bear. As wonderful a person as you’ve 
ever met. On the ice, as tough a competitor as there was. 

Q: Phil Esposito. 

A: Slow, lumbering player with great hands and the ability to score 
around the net. To this day I still see the sign in Boston Garden — Jesus 
Saves, and Espo scores on the rebound. 

Q: And as a broadcast partner? 

A: Fun to be with. Didn’t know the players, but knew the game inside-out. 

Q: John Davidson. 

A: One of my best friends in the world, and great at everything he worked 
at. He was a terrific player whose career was cut short by injury. He 
learned how to become a broadcaster and became a Hall of Fame 
broadcaster. And as a general manager, he did a good job getting things 
going in St. Louis, he did a really good job getting things going in 
Columbus, and I think he was on the right track in New York, and now 
he’s back in Columbus. 

Q: Brad Park. 

A: A great player on that great Rangers team of the early ’70s, and was a 
great player in Boston. Always played in the shadow of Bobby Orr. 

Q: Mike Keenan. 

A: Found a way to win … tough guy, could be very tough to deal with. 
Liked to control things. 

Q: Emile Francis. 

A: One of the nicest people I’ve ever known. Fun to be around. At any 
minute, he could give you a story from any era about any player. Just a 
consummate hockey guy. 

Q: Joe Micheletti. 

A: Consummate professional. Always ready, knows the players, knows 
the coaches, knows the general managers, great insight … good at every 
level of his hockey career. 

Q: Kenny Albert. 

A: Can do it all. Whatever sport there is, he can do it. Great knowledge of 
the game, and totally the most prepared announcer you’ll ever find. 

Q: The “Potvin Sucks” chants. 

A: Don’t like it. Denny [Denis Potvin], I consider a friend of mine, I like 
him very much. Hated him as a rival player, don’t like the chant, sorry. 

Q: What was it like broadcasting Rangers games during the Islanders 
dynasty years? 

A: Always hoping that the Rangers could find a way to beat them. Game 
5, [1984 Patrick Division semifinals] Kenny Morrow scoring in overtime 
that was as tough a loss. 

Q: Three dinner guests? 

A: John F. Kennedy, Bruce Springsteen, Charlize Theron. 

Q: Favorite movie? 

A: “A Few Good Men.” 

Q: Favorite actor? 

A: Tom Hanks. 

Q: Favorite actress? 

A: Charlize Theron. 

Q: Favorite meal? 

A: Most pasta dishes. 

Rangers 

Q: Describe your broadcasting style. 

A: Similar to what I said about Mel Allen, and that is energy and 
enthusiasm and love of the sport. I want them to know there’s a next 
great play coming up. I want to be ready for it and convey how great a 
play I thought that was. 

Q: How long do you want to do this? 

A: As long as I’m healthy, and I love doing it. And as long as I’m on top of 
my game. I tell my sons and my grandsons if you hear my game 
dropping off you need to tell me. Because I don’t want to be hanging on 
just for the sake of hanging on and to have something to do. … There’s 
nothing better! 

Q: You’re a Hall of Famer. 

A: I appreciate that. 

Q: How proud are you of your, “This will last a lifetime call” the night the 
Rangers won the Cup? 

A: Very proud because it came out naturally. It wasn’t anything planned, 
it wasn’t anything scripted. It will always stay with you. It was the one that 
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broke the long drought, and it was a special team, and it was a once-in-a-
lifetime moment. 

Q: What’s your message to Rangers fans as the second round nears? 

A: Team has a chance. And if it doesn’t happen, it’s going to happen real 
soon. This team is on the move and on the rise. 
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Mika Zibanejad has kept the magic alive and well under Gerard Gallant 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 18/05/2022 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — This is a tale that goes back to fairly early in the 
season when the Rangers were trying to establish themselves under 
incoming head coach Gerard Gallant. The record was 10-4-3 and 
achieved largely on the singular brilliance of Igor Shesterkin when the 
Sabres visited the Garden on Nov. 21. 

It was 4-4 in the final half-minute when Mika Zibanejad carried the puck 
through the neutral zone and was upended at the center line by a trip that 
was not called. Play continued into the Buffalo end, a five-man scrum 
developed along the rear boards and three passes later, Ryan Lindgren 
scored with 0.4 seconds on the clock to deliver a 5-4 victory. 

While the Garden erupted, so did Zibanejad, screaming at referees Jon 
McIsaac and Dan O’Rourke. When he went back to the bench, Zibanejad 
kept screaming at them. When the game had ended, Zibanejad was 
screaming at them. 

And Gallant was screaming at Zibanejad in plain sight, right on the 
bench. 

You don’t see something like that every day. 

“He was yelling at the ref, he thought there should have been a penalty in 
the neutral zone,” Gallant said after the match. “I told Mika, ‘There are 
0.4 seconds left, the game’s over, leave the referee alone.” 

Again. This was six weeks into Gallant’s tenure. The coach-player 
dynamic was still developing. And here was the coach loudly chastising 
one of his marquee players, all of it caught by the MSG cameras. 

This is at the final buzzer after a 5-4 win. 

The Rangers also sit 4th in the conference. 

Zibanejad is also 4th on the team in points, including an assist tonight. 

Zibanejad is a proud man. At the time, coming off a season compromised 
by COVID and waning chemistry with then-head coach David Quinn, No. 
93 was seeking to reclaim his status in the league’s upper echelon. And 
he was being dressed down by the new sheriff in town. 

I wondered how Zibanejad reacted to it, if he and Gallant had met to 
discuss it, and whether the incident had any impact at all on their 
relationship. I waited to ask him until we could speak one-on-one in 
January. I found his answer to be revealing. 

“It was literally a two-minute conversation right after the game ended. I 
was kind of fired up. It was an outburst at the ref,” Zibanejad said. “Did it 
come out at the right time or did I have to do it? No, definitely not, but you 
don’t see me do that very often. 

Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant laughs alongside Rangers center 
Barclay Goodrow, center, and Mika Zibanejad, right, during their teams 
game against the Red Wings in the third period at Madison Square 
Garden on April 16, 2022. 

Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant laughs alongside Rangers center 
Barclay Goodrow, center, and Mika Zibanejad, right. 

Jason Szenes/New York Post 

“And that’s what I told [Gallant]. We laughed it off. It was fine. It was 
nothing really, just the heat of the moment, but to be honest with you, I 
actually didn’t mind that he had done that. And I think he took it pretty 
well when I didn’t agree with him. 

“It was nothing. We laughed it off after 10 seconds. It never came up 
again.” 

Another coach might have taken it personally. A different interaction may 
have had a counterproductive effect on Zibanejad, who by the way had 
scored only four goals in the club’s first 18 games. Instead, Zibanejad 
took off and did reassert himself as a marquee center in the NHL playing 
for Gallant. 

And while I am not proclaiming there is a linked cause-and-effect, I do 
believe that the dynamic between the coach and his players makes up a 
significant part of the reason the Rangers are greater than the sum of 
their parts and are about to open the second round here on Wednesday 
against the imposing ’Canes. 

The Zibanejad-Chris Kreider-Frank Vatrano unit is likely to draw 
Carolina’s Jordan Staal-centered checking line in the first two games. 
That’s how Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour matched against No. 93 at 
home during the regular season. Back at the Garden, however, Gallant 
will likely go power against power as he did during the year when he sent 
Zibanejad on against Sebastian Aho. 

Zibanejad was acquired by the Rangers from Ottawa in July 2016 in the 
first legitimate retool move of general manager Jeff Gorton’s 
administration following the five-game, first-round dismissal by 
Pittsburgh. The Blueshirts sent an important piece away in Derick 
Brassard, who had led the team in aggregate playoff scoring (18-26-44 in 
59 games) in his four runs in New York. 

Rangers center Mika Zibanejad (93) celebrates his game-tying goal in 
the third period in Game 7 of the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins on Sunday, May 15, 2022. 

Rangers center Mika Zibanejad celebrates his game-tying goal in the 
third period of Game 7 of the first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
against the Penguins. 

Corey Sipkin/New York Post 

He was Big Game Brass and Zibanejad was aware of that as the 
Blueshirts approached the 2017 playoffs. 

“Of course I am aware of what he did in the playoffs,” the then 24-year-
old told me. “But they didn’t bring me here to be the next Brass.” 

Well… 

Zibanejad led the Blueshirts in playoff scoring in 2017 with nine points (2-
7) in 12 games. He leads the Blueshirts in playoff scoring this year with 
11 points (3-8) in seven games that includes seven points (3-4) in the 
final two contests against the Penguins. 

Kinda like he’s Big Game Mika, wouldn’t you agree? 
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Rangers' Tyler Motte 'good enough' to be back on ice after injury 

 

Ethan Sears 
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Tyler Motte joked that whether the timing of his return from injury was 
correct “depends who you ask.” 

The doctor’s opinion, then, will remain a mystery. Motte’s own will not. 

“For me, it was at the right time,” he said following the Rangers’ practice 
Tuesday. “I felt ready. I was confident to go out and play. Obviously really 
itching to be a part of this. But again, this time of year, if you’re good 
enough, you’re good enough. You go out and you give everything you 
got.” 

Motte only got to play nine regular-season games with the Rangers 
before suffering an upper-body injury that kept him out for about five 
weeks. Sitting in the press box as the Blueshirts played the most 
important games of their season, though, wasn’t what he envisioned 
when the trade went down. 

The Rangers' Tyler Motte skates during the second period in Game 7 of 
the first round of the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins at Madison Square Garden on May 15, 2022. 

Tyler Motte skates during Game 7 of the first round of the 2022 Stanley 
Cup Playoffs against the Penguins. 

“It’s definitely different [playing],” Motte said. “It’s not fun watching hockey 
this time of year, especially when your group’s in it.” 

Upon returning to the lineup in Game 6 against the Penguins, Motte 
provided a reminder of why his acquisition at the trade deadline 
mattered. 

Slotting in on the fourth line with Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves, Motte 
played his role effectively. He forechecked, added speed and helped out 
on the penalty kill. Against a Carolina team that brings a heavy forecheck 
of its own, that speed will be particularly important in the second round. 

“Obviously it’s important for me to get to my game, get to it early as well 
as our group,” Motte said. “We know the style of game that they want to 
play. We know the style of game that we want to play and it’s just 
whoever can go in and do it the most is who’s ultimately gonna win.” 

Goaltender Frederik Andersen did not practice Tuesday for the 
Hurricanes. Antti Raanta played the majority of the first round after 
Andersen suffered an injury toward the end of the regular season and is 
expected to begin the second round in the crease for Carolina. 

The Rangers’ Game 7 victory over the Penguins was the most-watched 
non-Stanley Cup Finals game on cable since 2018, with 2.3 million 
average viewers. 

With an average age of 27, the Rangers are the youngest team 
remaining in this postseason. 
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Rangers need Igor Shesterkin to be at his best vs. Hurricanes 
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It would be wrong to say Igor Shesterkin’s importance is heightened 
against the Hurricanes compared with the importance of anyone else on 
the team, because it is nearly impossible for the goaltender to be any 
more important than he already is to the Rangers. 

That has been evident all season, as the Rangers have drastically 
outperformed their underlying stats thanks to superb goaltending. 

Shesterkin was conspicuously absent from the ice for the first few 
minutes of practice Tuesday. It turned out to be nothing — Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant explained later Shesterkin he had an equipment 
issue after going onto the ice early to face shots — but the mere 
possibility of an injury was enough to raise alarm. 

It might seem that the analytics, when the Rangers play Carolina in the 
Eastern Conference second round starting Wednesday night, would 
resemble those of the first playoff round, when the Blueshirts had a 
positive expected goals just once in seven games. That is not just 
because of how the Rangers themselves play — although their results 
have not matched the data all year — but because they will be facing off 
against a team dubbed the Corsi Canes in some corners of the internet. 

That is to say, Carolina likes to shoot the puck, ranking fourth in Corsi 
For, which measures shots, missed attempts and blocks, at five-on-five 
this season. The Hurricanes will do all they can to keep the game in their 
offensive zone. They will bring a relentless forecheck and a quick trigger 
once the puck is on their sticks. 

For a Rangers’ defense corps that struggled to contain Pittsburgh’s top 
guns, that represents a challenge. For Shesterkin, it means there can be 
no letup. 

“I don’t want Igor to handle nothing differently,” Gallant said regarding the 
forecheck. “When he plays the puck, he gets it to our D-men, he gets it 
out of the zone, just play the same way he always plays. We don’t want 
him making too many cute plays cause they’re an aggressive 
forechecking team.” 

Gallant never wavered in his faith in Shesterkin during the first round, 
sticking with him in net after two rocky showings in Pittsburgh to great 
effect. It’s clear that mattered to Shesterkin, who by the end of the series 
was joking about the singsong chants employed by Penguins fans. 

Shesterkin, the heavy favorite to win the Vezina Trophy as the league’s 
best goalie, will hear the same noise Wednesday in Raleigh, N.C., where 
the Hurricanes are trying to sell tickets just to locals in order to stop any 
road fans from getting into PNC Arena. And against a Carolina team that 
— at least on paper — is better than the Penguins, the Rangers will face 
a tougher test. 

“Obviously you want to be as clean as you can in the D-zone and 
breaking the puck out is gonna be huge in this series,” defenseman 
K’Andre Miller said. “So I think just managing that, knowing they’re gonna 
bring that pressure and just finding a way to break it out and break that 
pressure is our biggest key.” 

The Rangers had issues with that against the Penguins. Too often they 
were caught wrong-footed or out of place. As much as Shesterkin was 
shaky before he was pulled from Games 3 and 4, the Rangers also hung 
him out to dry. 

Seven games of Ryan Lindgren, who missed the first four games against 
the Penguins, next to Adam Fox on the top defense pairing should make 
a difference in that respect. So should the lack of Sidney Crosby on the 
other side of the ice. 

But the Rangers had their issues against the Hurricanes in the regular 
season, too, and it’s not as if Shesterkin wasn’t regularly called upon to 
bail them out for much of the last seven months. 

In that sense, the Rangers excelled at bending without breaking for 82 
games. This environment, though, is different. The margin for error is 
smaller. And Shesterkin has come out of the first round looking a little bit 
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less infallible, though he did regain his balance over the last three 
games. 

The Rangers already managed to survive a series without Shesterkin at 
his best. 

It’s hard, however, to imagine them pulling off that feat again. 
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NHL playoffs 2022: Rangers vs. Hurricanes series odds, preview, 
prediction 
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If you told hockey bettors at the end of April that the Hurricanes would be 
-190 favorites over the Rangers in a playoff series, those punters would 
have probably told you that you’re getting a great price on the Blueshirts. 
The Rangers finished the season just six points behind the first-place 
Hurricanes and put some serious pressure on Carolina down the stretch 
but ran out of gas. Despite finishing behind the Canes, the Rangers’ run 
down the stretch turned some heads, and the Blueshirts were catching 
some sleeper hype in the Eastern Conference. 

Two weeks later, the odds for this series make a lot more sense. 

That’s because, while both the Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers needed seven games to take care of their respective Round 1 
opponents, the two series couldn’t have looked less alike. While the 
Hurricanes and Bruins slugged it out in a back-and-forth contest that 
featured a high level of play from both sides, the best-of-7 between the 
Rangers and Penguins went off the rails in Game 1 and never got back 
on script.  

But that’s the beauty of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. There are a million 
ways that a series can go, and while Carolina’s victory looked “more 
traditional” and some would say, repeatable, New York’s win over the 
depleted Penguins counts just as much.  

And it does seem like the market took notice of how the Rangers played 
against the Penguins. While the Blueshirts deserve a ton of credit for 
being resilient, opportunistic and coming up with the big goal when they 
needed it, they also spent 16 of the nearly 25 periods in the series 
playing against Pittsburgh’s No. 3 goaltender, Louis Domingue. 

And Domingue wasn’t the only bit-part player that the Pens needed to 
call upon in the series. Top-pair defenseman Brian Dumoulin was hurt in 
Game 1, top-six winger Rickard Rakell only played about four periods 
and Sidney Crosby was injured midway through Game 5 with the 
Penguins up 2-0 in the game and 3-1 in the series. Crosby, Rakell, and 
No. 1 goaltender Tristan Jarry would return for Game 7, but the damage 
had already been done. 

Despite all of the injury chaos, the Rangers still had a lot of controlling 
play at 5-on-5, particularly on defense. By the end of the series, the 
Penguins had a +2 goal differential, a +10 expected goal differential, and 
an absurd +60 differential in terms of high-danger scoring chances. 
Pittsburgh created 116 high-danger opportunities in what was roughly 
eight games of hockey when you add in the overtimes. The next closest 
team in the first round was Edmonton with 94.  

Needless to say, that kind of leaky defensive play can’t continue if the 
Rangers want to hang with Carolina, Florida, or Tampa Bay over the next 
few weeks. 

And the truth is the Rangers don’t need to be a defensive power to have 
a chance in any series. Igor Shesterkin was the best goaltender in the 
NHL by miles during the regular season and despite some blips in Round 
1, he found his form for Game 7. 

Once again, goaltending will be the Rangers’ biggest advantage in this 
series, but this time they won’t have the luxury of going up against a 
third-string keeper. Instead, they’ll take on Carolina’s No. 2 goaltender 
Antti Raanta since starting goalie Frederik Andersen is still injured. 

And while Andersen was superb in the regular season, it’s an interesting 
argument on whether the Canes should insert him right back into the fray 
since he’s been out for a month; Raanta was terrific against the Bruins in 
Round 1. Shesterkin is still the clear A-side in this goaltending matchup, 
but the gap is considerably closer compared to what Igor stared down in 
the opening round.  

Another advantage that the Rangers had over Pittsburgh that should, at 
least on paper, be muted against Carolina is on the power play. New 
York posted a 31.6% success rate on the PP against Pittsburgh and got 
timely goals on the man advantage throughout the series. That will be a 
tougher task against Carolina, which led the NHL going away with an 
88% success rate on the penalty kill.  

The Canes’ penalty kill numbers will certainly come down from that lofty 
number — you don’t go up against a power play as strong as the 
Rangers every day in the regular season — but it’s also fair to suggest 
that it’s unlikely the Blueshirts comes close to a 31.6% success rate 
when they’re a man up.  

Carolina’s 5-on-5 advantage in this series should be significant. The 
Hurricanes finished with the third-best goal differential, second-best shot 
attempt rate, fourth-best expected goals rate, and third-best high-danger 
scoring chance rate in the NHL over the regular season. The Blueshirts 
ranked 14th, 25th, 24th, and 21st, respectively, in those same categories. 
And while the Rangers did improve at even strength down the stretch, all 
that good work went out the window against the Penguins, who are a 
good 5-on-5 team but nowhere close to Carolina.  

When you size up these two teams, it’s hard to look past Carolina’s 
significant advantages. The Canes are deeper, much stronger at 5-on-5, 
and have the special teams to nullify the Rangers’ power play. Shesterkin 
could always be the great equalizer, but it took an avalanche of bad 
breaks for the Penguins to get the Rangers to this point and it’s hard to 
see that repeating itself for this series. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes series prediction 

Carolina Hurricanes -1.5 games +110 (Caesars) 
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Rangers have 'no concern' about Ryan Lindgren's status for Game 1 

 

Joseph Staszewski 

3-4 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

Gerard Gallant swatted away the line of questioning as soon as he sat 
down. 

“No concern,” he said of Ryan Lindgren’s Game 1 availability against the 
Hurricanes. “Nothing, no concern. Give him the extra day.” 

Lindgren wasn’t a participant at practice on Tuesday, sitting for what the 
Rangers deemed maintenance. After he sat for three games in the 
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team’s first-round series against the Penguins with an injury, it’s likely a 
safe assumption that Lindgren is continuing to deal with the same ailment 
that kept him out. In the postseason, though, he will play through what he 
needs to play through. 

And for the Rangers, that will make all the difference. 

Familiarity is the calling card of this defensive corps. Lindgren and Adam 
Fox played the third-most time on ice of any pairing in the entire league 
this regular season at 1,137:36, per Natural Stat Trick. The leaders in 
that category? Jacob Trouba and K’Andre Miller. 

So it is hardly a shock that last season’s Norris Trophy winner looked out 
of sorts with Justin Braun by his side. That is no knock on Braun, who did 
enough to stay in the lineup once Lindgren returned, but it will make a 
difference for the Rangers to play the second round with their top four 
intact. 

“It’s huge,” Gallant said. “They played together for a long time, as you 
know. Lindgren, the way he battles and competes, they read off each 
other well.” 

The Rangers’ coach said he didn’t see a difference in Lindgren’s game 
once he returned, and it’s hard to argue. Though presumably gritting his 
teeth through injury, Lindgren had no issues getting in front of shots and 
playing heavy minutes, notching nearly 25 minutes on the ice in Game 7 
against the Penguins, with three blocks. 

The advanced stats for the Fox-Lindgren pair left something to be 
desired in the first round, following the trend for the Rangers as a whole. 
In 72:46 together at five-on-five, the two had a 36.7 expected goals 
percentage with 19 high-danger chances against, per Natural Stat Trick. 

The upshot, though, is that 19 is five fewer high-danger chances than 
Braun and Fox gave up together in 30 fewer minutes. 

That small sample, at least, supports the notion that Fox is a better 
player with his longtime partner. So, too, does the eye test, as No. 23 
was plainly not himself when Lindgren wasn’t on the ice, playing a 
supporting role when the team spiraled out of control in Games 3 and 4. 

Assuming the Rangers are indeed at full strength for the duration against 
Carolina, that issue should at least be ameliorated. 
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Hurricanes trying to bar Rangers fans from buying PNC Arena tickets 

 

Ryan Glasspiegel 

2-3 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are trying to keep Rangers fans from flooding 
their building. 

The Hurricanes host Games 1 and 2 of the second-round series — as 
well Games 5 and 7, if necessary — starting on Wednesday at PNC 
Arena. They’ve resorted to limiting ticket sales to buyers in North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and southern Virginia. 

On the Ticketmaster page for Game 1, plenty of seats are available for 
face value of slightly under $100. There is, however, a disclaimer. 

“To better serve Carolina Hurricanes fans, a restricted sales area has 
been implemented for this Hurricanes game. PNC Arena is located in 
Raleigh, NC. Sales to this event will be restricted to residents of North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Southern Virginia,” the site message reads. 

“Residency will be based on credit card billing address. Orders by 
residents outside of the geo-limited area will be canceled without notice 
and refunds given. Please adhere to the published ticket limits. If you 
exceed the ticket limit, you may have any or all of your orders and tickets 
canceled without notice.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes are trying to keep Rangers fans from flooding 
their building. 

The Carolina Hurricanes are trying to keep Rangers fans from flooding 
their building. 

This is not unheard of in sports: a few months ago, the Rams sought to 
keep 49ers fans out of SoFi Stadium by limiting tickets to buyers from the 
southern California region. 

Of course, Rangers fans can and will just pay a premium on the 
secondary market to get into the PNC Arena. The Hurricanes’ policy may 
slightly impede their opponents’ supporters — ticket reseller Vivid Seats 
projects that the crowd will still be 28 percent Rangers fans, extrapolating 
the data from where people have bought tickets on their marketplace — 
but it’s unlikely to completely eradicate the threat. The fact that the game 
is not sold out one day in advance will leave them vulnerable to invasion. 
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Hurricanes' roster filled with ex-Rangers for playoff clash 

 

Dave Blezow 

3-3 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

The Hurricanes could be re-nicknamed the Cane-gers in honor of the six 
former Blueshirts on their active roster for this second-round series. 
Here’s a look at the players who have made their way from Broadway to 
Tobacco Road.  

D Tony DeAngelo 

Originally sent to the Rangers from Arizona with a first-round pick in 2017 
in exchange for two other players on this list, Antti Raanta and Derek 
Stepan. Was the Rangers’ fourth-leading scorer in 2019-20 with 53 
points but an incident with Alexandar Georgiev helped make him persona 
non grata after six games in 2020-21. Signed with the Hurricanes as a 
free agent last summer and has been an offensive force, scoring 51 
points in the regular season and eight more in Carolina’s first-round win 
over Boston.  

RW Jesper Fast 

“Quickie” was a Garden favorite from 2013-20 and was a key checking 
forward on those Rangers teams that made long playoff runs in the mid-
2010s. Signed as a free agent with the Hurricanes in 2020-21. Has two 
goals and two assists in 18 playoff games as a Cane.  

G Antti Raanta 

Was a successful backup to Henrik Lundqvist in New York for two 
seasons and became the starter in Arizona for four. Signed with Carolina 
as a free agent in July 2021. Went 3-2 in six starts vs. Boston in the first 
round.  

D Brady Skjei 

A first-round pick in 2012, Skjei was a regular on the backline from 2016 
until the 2020 trade deadline when the Rangers sent him to Carolina for a 
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first-rounder. He was an active point producer (39) in the regular season 
but contributed just one assist and was minus-3 in the first round.  

D Brendan Smith 

Acquired at the trade deadline in 2017 from Detroit for the playoff run, 
Smith was a semi-regular through 2021. His best-remembered game was 
his next-to-last one, when he famously fought the Capitals’ Tom Wilson 
two nights after Wilson rag-dolled Artemi Panarin. Signed with the Canes 
as a free agent and scored eight points in 45 games and added one 
assist vs. Boston.  

C Derek Stepan 

Scored 128 goals and 360 points in seven Rangers seasons from 2010-
17, highlighted by a hat trick in his career debut and the overtime goal in 
Game 7 of the 2015 second round vs. the Capitals. Scored nine goals 
and 10 assists in 58 games after signing with the Canes last summer and 
no points in three games vs. the Bruins. 
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Everything Rangers fans must know about Hurricanes 

 

Zach Braziller 
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5 Things to know about the Hurricanes  

1. The Hurricanes set franchise records in points (116) and wins (54) en 
route to the Metropolitan Division crown this season. Those marks 
surpassed the 2005-06 team, which racked up 112 points and 52 
victories. That group won the Stanley Cup. The only team in the Eastern 
Conference with more points this year was the Panthers, who had 122.  

2. Hurricanes defenseman Brett Pesce grew up in Tarrytown, N.Y., the 
next town over from the Rangers’ practice facility in Greenburgh. Pesce, 
27, attended Irvington High School and played on the joint Irvington-
Sleepy Hollow hockey team and with the New Jersey Hitmen of the 
Eastern Junior Hockey League. He had 28 points (seven goals and 21 
assists) and a plus-five rating this season. 

3. As a player, Rod Brind’Amour led the Hurricanes to their lone Stanley 
Cup crown, captaining the 2005-06 team, and now he is hoping to win 
another crown as the team’s coach. Brind’Amour retired following the 
2009-10 season and became an assistant coach with Carolina in 2011. 
He was named the head coach in 2018 and has led the Hurricanes to the 
playoffs in each of his first four seasons.  

4. In 1997, the Hartford Whalers became the Carolina Hurricanes, 
moving south from New England. The Whalers joined the NHL as part of 
the NHL–WHA merger of 1979 and had just three winning seasons. They 
won only one playoff series and were mockingly known as “The Forever 
.500s.”  

5. After wins, Hurricane players congregate at center ice for an Icelandic 
“SKOL” Viking clap that is called a “Storm Surge.” The team used to 
follow that with different celebrations, but have since simplified it. 
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Hurricanes have edge historically against Rangers going into second-
round series 

 

Zach Braziller 
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The Rangers lost the regular-season series with the Hurricanes 3-1. And 
were swept in their lone playoff matchup — albeit in a best-of-five 
qualifying-round series in the 2020 bubble playoffs. Here’s a look back:  

Regular-season recap  

Jan. 21 in Raleigh, N.C.  

Hurricanes 6, Rangers 3  

The Hurricanes dominated the first 40 minutes, scoring five of the game’s 
first six goals and cruised to victory. Sebastian Aho and former Ranger 
Tony DeAngelo each notched three points in the one-sided win.  

March 20 in Raleigh, N.C.  

Rangers 2, Hurricanes 0  

The Rangers’ lone victory during the regular season came on the 
strength of their backup goalie. Alexandar Georgiev made 44 saves in a 
masterful performance and Chris Kreider snapped a scoreless tie late in 
the second period.  

April 12 at MSG  

Hurricanes 4, Rangers 2  

A game that went a long way to deciding the Metropolitan Division 
winner, Seth Jarvis and Jordan Staal scored third-period goals as the 
Hurricanes moved four points ahead of the Rangers. Chris Kreider 
notched his 50th goal of the season, becoming the fourth player in 
franchise history to reach the plateau, in defeat.  

April 26 at MSG  

Hurricanes 4, Rangers 3  

Carolina clinched the Metropolitan Division at the Garden behind 31 
saves from rookie goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov and two assists from one-
time Ranger defenseman Brady Skjei. Down three goals in the third 
period, the Rangers rallied to get within one after goals from Jacob 
Trouba and Alexis Lafreniere, but couldn’t finish off the comeback.  

Playoff History  

The Rangers and Hurricanes have met just once in the postseason, 
during the 2020 bubble playoffs. It was the qualifying round, and the 
Rangers were swept, 3-0. Carolina, the sixth seed, took down the 11th-
seeded Blueshirts 3-2 in Game 1 and by matching 4-1 scores in the next 
two games.  

Sebastian Aho had three goals and eight points in the series and Andrei 
Svechnikov notched the Hurricanes’ first playoff hat trick in Game 2. Igor 
Shesterkin made his playoff debut in Game 3, producing 27 saves in the 
loss. 

 

New York Post LOADED: 05.18.2022 

1202733 New York Rangers 

 

Hurricanes trying to limit ticket possibilities for Rangers fans 
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By Barbara Barker 

barbara.barker@newsday.commeanbarb 

Updated May 17, 2022 7:15 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — The Rangers were mostly nonplussed to hear 
the news that the Carolina Panthers have instituted a purchase policy 
that is designed to limit the number of Rangers fans in their building on 
Wednesday night for the second round of the playoffs. 

Visitors on the Hurricane website attempting to buy tickets are met with a 
disclaimer before the final step that stipulates that sales will be restricted 
to residents of North Carolina, South Carolina and Southern Virginia with 
residency being based on credit card billing address. 

“There’s going to be Rangers fans everywhere,” defenseman K’Andre 
Miller said. “We’ve seen it all year. This organization does an 
unbelievable job of just promoting players and having our backs at all 
times. 

“And if they are not there, we are still going to hear them. They are still 
going to be in our thoughts and we’re going to try to still do good for 
them.” 

Of course, the Hurricanes can’t do anything about the secondary market 
and seats in Carolina are a relative deal compared with those at Madison 
Square Garden. As of Tuesday afternoon, there were still $100 tickets 
available for Wednesday’s Game 1 on StubHub. The least expensive 
ticket available for Sunday’s Game 3 at Madison Square Garden was 
$295. 

Notes & quotes: Ryan Lindgren was given a maintenance day Tuesday 
and did not practice. Rangers coach Gerard Gallant expects him to be in 
the lineup Wednesday. Lindgren was sidelined for Games 2-4 of the 
Rangers first-round series against Pittsburgh with an undisclosed lower-
body injury. Gallant said he has seen no drop-off or limitation in 
Lindgren’s game since his return. “The way he’s battled and competed, 
he was outstanding,” Gallant said, adding that Lindgren has also had a 
positive impact on his defense partner Adam Fox. Said Gallant: “It’s been 
huge. They played together for a long time. Lindgren, the way he battles 
and competes, they read off each other really well.” 
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Rangers' win over Penguins raised team's confidence bar entering series 
with Hurricanes 

 

By Barbara Barker 

barbara.barker@newsday.commeanbarb 

Updated May 17, 2022 6:38 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — No, it’s not the same. 

There was a different feeling at the Rangers practice facility as they 
prepared to open their second-round playoff series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes Wednesday. The Rangers are still one of the youngest and 
least experienced teams in the playoffs, yet something has definitely 
changed over the past two weeks. 

The Rangers didn’t just win their first round series against Pittsburgh; 
they did it in a way that can permanently change a team. By winning 
three straight games and eliminating the Penguins in overtime of Game 

7, the Rangers have sent a message to the league and themselves that 
their growing pains are over. 

“I think it’s huge,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said when asked  about 
the impact winning the Pittsburgh series had on his team’s psyche. “I 
really believe those kids playing in the first round and us winning in seven 
games was huge. There’s a lot of important times in those games where 
they played really well. 

“They gained experience. I think the whole year is the most important 
experience, but getting a taste of the playoffs and seeing the intensity up 
a little bit was good for them.” 

Rangers 22-year-old defenseman K’Andre Miller said he thinks the way 
the team played against Pittsburgh should put an end to the talk about 
the team’s inexperience. 

“Yeah, it’s huge,” Miller said when asked what the win does for their 
psyche. “Obviously experience is something that was talked about with 
our team a little bit. I think we’ve showed people what we could do and 
we showed them that [being inexperienced] didn’t really matter at the end 
of the day.” 

Both the Rangers and the Hurricanes got to the second round by winning 
a Game 7 on their home ice. The Rangers trip to the playoffs, however, 
was a bit more improbable. The Rangers began the season as a team  
many thought had a chance to get to the playoffs. 

The Hurricanes were a team projected by some in the preseason to get 
to the Stanley Cup Final. They also had an incredibly impressive regular 
season, setting franchise records in points (116) and wins (54) en route 
to the Metropolitan Division crown this season. 

Three of those wins came in their four meetings with the Rangers. The 
playoffs, however, are a whole new animal. 

“No, I don’t really think there’s any pressure,” Miller said of team mindset. 
“Coming off a series against a really good Pittsburgh team with that kind 
of experience, I think our confidence is where it needs to be right now. 
Obviously, we’ve shown what we can do all season coming from behind.” 

Tyler Motte, whose return from injury late in the Pittsburgh series 
provided a much needed spark for the Rangers, said it’s important for the 
Rangers to come out and establish their game early. 

"We're confident in our group," said Motte. "Game 1 is going to be a 
different feel, for sure, but we just got to get to our game early and play 
our game. I think you saw last series when we were at our best, it's fun to 
play all through our lines and get everyone involved. When we're able to 
do that, we're a pretty competitive group." 

Though the Pittsburgh series may have given the Rangers a new-found 
confidence, their coach said he has thought they could win from the 
moment they got in the playoffs. 

“Anyone has a chance to win,” Gallant said. “I truly believe every team 
has a chance once you start the playoffs and I still believe that. We will 
have to play well against Carolina, but I truly believe we have a chance to 
win.” 
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Rangers coach Gerard Gallant's tactic is simple: Keep it simple 

 

By Neil Best 

neil.best@newsday.com@sportswatch 

Updated May 17, 2022 5:42 PM 
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GREENBURGH, N.Y. — Two hours before a monumental playoff game 
the other day, a New York hockey coach was asked whether he is big on 
pregame speeches. 

The playoff coach we had gotten accustomed to around here, the 
Islanders’ Barry Trotz, might have answered that question with a 10-
minute disquisition on the history of pregame speeches and detoured into 
a story about the time he saw “Knute Rockne, All American” as a lad at a 
small theater in Dauphin, Manitoba. 

The playoff coach we have around here now answered this way: “No.” 

To be fair, after a brief pause the Rangers’ Gerard Gallant did expand on 
the topic, sort of, adding, “Keep it the same, keep it simple and let the 
boys go play hockey.” 

That was before Game 7 of the Rangers’ first-round series against the 
Penguins, in which they came back from a 3-1-game deficit with three 
consecutive come-from-behind victories and moved on to face the 
Hurricanes beginning Wednesday night in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

It was vintage Gallant, who like the since-fired Trotz is an old-school late-
50s hockey lifer from Canada but who presents a very different public 
face — and for that matter a very different public face from his more 
expansive, more hands-on Rangers predecessor, David Quinn. 

Part of the charm of Gallant is that his keep-it-simple approach is not an 
act for the public. It is genuine, and it seems to have been embraced by 
his players, whose resilience has become such a cliché that Mika 
Zibanejad said he feels like he is repeating himself talking about it all the 
time. 

On Tuesday, Gallant was at it again after practice, all but shrugging at 
any question that suggested games in mid-May should be treated 
differently than ones in mid-October. 

“I do the same thing as I do for Game 1 of the regular season,” he said. 
“I'm not putting more importance on this game than the other ones. 
Players have got enough pressure; we try and take pressure off them. 

“Just go play your game and have fun. That's what I do. So we prepare 
the same way no matter what kind of game it is.” 

It is not as if Gallant has nothing to say to his team, of course. But he can 
do without gimmicks and poetry. 

“I mean, we have our speeches, we have our preparation,” he said. “I 
guess what I'm saying is I'm not going to bring in somebody from the 
Buffalo Bills or somebody like that and give you a speech to tell. 

“Some coaches might like it. I don't. I just want to prepare my team the 
same way, and there's nothing going to be different. I've heard of people 
doing it and it worked good for teams, and I've heard it work the other 
way against teams.” 

Gallant, who grew up on Prince Edward Island, Canada, was a gritty, 
pretty good, no-nonsense player in 11 NHL seasons, mostly with the Red 
Wings, totaling 211 goals, 269 assists and 1,674 penalty minutes. 

And he has been a gritty, pretty good, no-nonsense coach in previous 
stops in Columbus, Florida and Las Vegas, the last of which he led to the 
Stanley Cup Final in its first season as an expansion team. 

But each of those teams fired him during his third season, so who knows 
how far the Rangers ride will take him? 

For now, he seems like the right fit for a team with a decentralized 
leadership culture, including no captain but six alternates. He is a coach 
that trusts everyone in his dressing room to act and play like grownups — 
even though some of them barely are, based on their ages. 

Gallant believes the pep belongs in the players’ steps, not in the coach’s 
talk. 
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Breaking down Rangers vs. Hurricanes: Storylines, key players, injuries 
and more 

 

Arthur Staple, Sara Civian 

9-11 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

It took two Game 7s, but here we are, folks: The Hurricanes and the 
Rangers are set to begin their second-round matchup at PNC Arena 
Wednesday. 

Both young Metropolitan Division teams defeated perennial playoff 
juggernauts Pittsburgh and Boston to make it to the next round of the 
2022 Stanley Cup playoffs. This is going to be a fast-paced matchup 
that’ll come down to a heavy Hurricanes forecheck against a Hart Trophy 
finalist goaltender in Igor Shesterkin. 

Rangers reporter Arthur Staple and Hurricanes reporter Sara Civian 
sound off on all the details: 

Who is one player to watch on each team, beyond the obvious stats? 

Staple: The Rangers’ first-round series turned when Ryan Lindgren 
returned from a lower-body injury that had him hobbling around the PPG 
Paints Arena press box for Games 3 and 4 — which, maybe not so 
coincidentally, were the two worst defensive games the Rangers have 
played since about October. 

The 24-year-old Lindgren has mostly been known as Adam Fox’s D 
partner but he provided more than just a spark when he returned to the 
lineup in Game 5; he had some jump to his game. His presence also 
allowed Gerard Gallant to shift Justin Braun down to the third pair 
alongside Braden Schneider and shift Patrik Nemeth to street clothes, 
both of which were necessary adjustments. 

Lindgren’s warrior mentality is not universally shared by his Ranger 
teammates, so they need as many of his ilk as possible. 

Civian: Sorry, but as a die-hard Penn State hockey fan, Lindgren is 
actually most known to me not as Fox’s partner, but as the poor soul at 
the other end of this sequence. I would love for him to make a new 
impression on my brain, because I’ve been impressed with his trajectory 
and I love a college hockey kid even if he played for Minnesota. 

I think Rangers fans will understand when I say that even though Tony 
DeAngelo is leading the Hurricanes in the postseason with eight points, 
we need to look beyond his stats to evaluate his play and impact on the 
team. He has been, as crazy as it sounds, a source of calm for the 
Canes throughout the playoffs. He held Vincent Trocheck back to prevent 
a fight in Game 7, and I watched that video a few times to make sure I 
was seeing it right. 

“Well,” head coach Rod Brind’Amour said, “We’ve had lots of 
conversations.” 

What’s the health situation for each team? 

Staple: Gallant said on Monday that Barclay Goodrow, out with a 
suspected broken foot or ankle from a Game 1 shot block against the 
Penguins, won’t return early in the series but hasn’t been ruled out. He 
also hasn’t started skating again, so that’s probably a bad sign. But the 
Rangers not only got Lindgren back in the previous round, they also got 
Tyler Motte back from an upper-body injury that cost him a month. Motte 
was an under-the-radar deadline pickup whose penalty killing and 
tenacity were huge assets in Games 6 and 7 against Pittsburgh; against 
the even-faster Canes, Motte’s abilities will be even more important. 
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Civian: I was told, kindly, to stop asking about goaltender Freddie 
Andersen’s status until he joins the team for a practice, because the 
update will be the same until then. As of Monday, Andersen has not 
joined the group for a full-team practice, but he has been skating on his 
own. My sense is the Hurricanes are hopeful Andersen will be available 
at some point toward the middle of the series. 

Maybe I’m just sentimental, but to me, the question has actually become: 
When Andersen is available, is this still a no-brainer? Antti Raanta was 
great in the first round, with a .927 save percentage, 3-2 record and his 
ever-lovely attitude. 

Other than the Andersen situation and the typical playoff wear-and-tear, 
everyone else seems to be fine. 

What’s one thing the team did well in Round 1 and one thing to improve 
on? 

Staple: The Rangers’ resilience has been unmatched in these playoffs. 
No previous team in NHL history had overcome deficits in each of the 
final three games to erase a 3-1 series deficit. The team motto has been 
“No quit in New York,” and now it’s more than just a hashtag. 

Improvements, however, could come from just about every other aspect 
of their game. The biggest for this series will be keeping traffic away from 
Shesterkin. The Penguins, whose depth forwards are not nearly as 
skilled as Carolina’s, got bodies and pucks funneling to the net at will in 
the opening round, crossing up Shesterkin and a defensive-zone 
structure that at times seemed nonexistent. 

According to Natural Stat Trick (which gets its data from NHL play-by-
play, so take it with a teaspoon or so of salt), the Penguins had a 116-56 
high-danger chance edge at five-on-five in the first round. The Hurricanes 
had the third-highest high-danger chance share (55.53 percent) in the 
league this regular season. That’s a recipe for ugliness if the Rangers 
don’t figure out their D-zone. 

Civian: Depth scoring and blue line production helped the Hurricanes 
past the Bruins as Patrice Bergeron tried his darnedest and pretty much 
succeeded in neutralizing the Hurricanes’ top talent and the Sebastian 
Aho line. Well, 20-year-old Seth Jarvis, who lives on Aho’s wing, is tied 
for the Canes lead in goals with three, but you get it. 

Two defensemen — DeAngelo (ever heard of him?) and Jaccob Slavin 
— currently lead the Canes in playoff scoring with eight points apiece. It’s 
good to know that the Canes can rely on depth when needed, but the 
blue line and happy-go-lucky Jarvis deserve a little more help from the 
Canes’ top scorers. 

The Canes could improve on consistency from their top players. We 
know how competitive Aho is, and he looked better in Game 7 than he 
did in Game 6. But he has to show up on the scoresheet if the Canes 
want to beat the Rangers. 

Who’s one player who could break out in Round 2? 

Staple: Alexis Lafreniere had a very good first round of his playoff career, 
throwing his body around and scoring a couple of goals as part of the 
Rangers’ Kid Line with Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. Lafreniere’s 
willingness to engage and his nose for the net could get him and his line 
some more ice time, especially if they can get a few preferential 
matchups against Carolina’s fourth line. 

The Kid Line will have to earn its minutes and in these first two games, 
the Hurricanes will definitely want to get either Aho’s line or Trocheck’s 
line against the kids to see if the home team can take advantage. That 
will be a tall task for Lafreniere and his mates, but if they pass the test, 
they could take off in a series that features lots more youth on the other 
side than last round. 

Civian: It does feel like two young cores in the Rangers and Canes 
defeated the old guard cores in Pittsburgh and Bruins to advance to the 
second round. And maybe that’s why the completion of the first round 
has felt like such a weight off of everyone’s shoulders? But there’s work 

yet to be done, and for the Canes, there’s still a “kid’ who could step up: 
Martin Necas. 

Necas has had a rough year after his breakout NHL year, and everyone 
including himself expected more from him in a contract year. But part of 
that has been the emergence of Jarvis — Brind’Amour has slid Necas 
down in the lineup to make room for even more talent. I’m sure this is 
difficult to accept for Necas, who is on a shorter leash than I feel he 
deserves, and I feel that shorter leash has negatively impacted his play 
when maybe he should have been encouraged more after that four-game 
goal streak in the regular season. But he showed some fire in Games 6 
and 7 that has looked like a potential start of something more to me. 

The Hurricanes are favorites in this series, and their relentless forecheck 
will test Shesterkin. But the Rangers stars stepped up in Games 6 and 7. 
Do they take that momentum into Round 2 and give the Canes more of a 
fight than the oddsmakers are expecting? 

Staple: They certainly can, if the Rangers can hold up under Carolina’s 
fast pace and pressure while also getting to Raanta. The burden will fall 
heavily on the Rangers’ top-four defensemen who had some ups and 
downs in the opening round, as did the top-six forward group. 

The Rangers have to defend well but they can’t expend all their mental 
and physical energy on defending, if that makes sense. Mika Zibanejad 
seemed to figure that out by the end of the first round and all he did was 
post seven points in the final two games. Artemi Panarin needs to be 
tougher on the puck and away from it. Jacob Trouba cannot afford 
letdown games like the couple he had against the Penguins. 

Shesterkin is the biggest key, of course, but even at 90 percent of his 
Hart Trophy-finalist self in Game 7, the Rangers looked beaten at times. 
This team with very top-heavy skill needs all the big boys for this one. 

Civian: I think Hurricanes fans should approach this matchup with 
respect and caution. While I do think the Canes will pull out the win, it’s a 
completely different beast to slay after Round 1. The Rangers are going 
to come out faster, and the “kid” line is going to be happy-go-lucky like 
Jarvis. The Canes defeated the veterans that have had their number for 
the past few years, and now they need to prove they can deal with a 
different kind of opponent. 
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NHL playoff predictions 2022: Second-round winners, Stanley Cup 
champion, MVP and more 

 

Staff Report 

9-11 minutes 17/05/2022 

 

The second round of the NHL Stanley Cup playoffs is here, with the 
Tampa Bay Lightning–Florida Panthers and St. Louis Blues–Colorado 
Avalanche series opening Tuesday, and the New York Rangers–Carolina 
Hurricanes and Edmonton Oilers–Calgary Flames series opening 
Wednesday. What do we expect to happen when the games begin? 
What have we learned so far? Who will be left standing when we hit the 
conference finals? 

The Athletic surveyed its NHL staff to get their predictions. We asked 
who will win each second-round series, plus got updated favorites to win 
the Eastern and Western Conferences, the Stanley Cup and the Conn 
Smythe. 

Some of the results were expected. The Colorado Avalanche have only 
picked up steam as a favorite to win it all after their first-round sweep of 
the Nashville Predators, and star Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar 
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has become the even-heavier favorite to win the Conn Smythe. Other 
results were a bit more surprising, from a new top pick to win the Eastern 
Conference to a huge name missing from the Conn Smythe voting. 

Can the Rangers win this one without Igor Shesterkin playing at a higher 
level than we saw in the first round? It’s not only Shesterkin’s play that 
needs to improve. The Penguins dominated possession, zone time and 
scoring chances in the opening round, getting to the front of the Rangers 
net with ease. Of the teams that love to funnel pucks and bodies to the 
net, no one does it better than the Hurricanes. That means not only does 
Shesterkin need to be on top of his game but so do the Rangers skaters 
in the defensive zone. — Arthur Staple, Rangers beat writer 

The Lightning beat the Panthers in six games in the postseason last year 
and have won two straight Cups. So why do we think they’re not going to 
win this series? The Lightning aren’t favored for two main reasons. 1) 
The Panthers are deeper and more experienced than last year’s version. 
They looked like a juggernaut all year. And 2) There’s question about the 
status of Lightning star Brayden Point, their No. 1 center and engine. The 
Cup champs don’t care who is favored, though. They’ve got the pedigree 
and recipe to win, as they showed against the favored Leafs in Round 1. 
— Joe Smith, Lightning beat writer 

The Avs are the overwhelming favorite here. How can the Blues slow 
them down? Honestly, it’s going to be tough. There’s a reason the Avs 
are the prohibitive favorites and it’s more than their star power, speed 
and skill. Much like the Blues before they won the Stanley Cup in 2019, 
the Avs have been knocking on the door for a few years. They’ve dealt 
with heartache, and that above anything else is going to drive them this 
postseason. In order to combat that, the Blues have to use their Cup 
experience to their advantage, and quite frankly, they’ll have to use their 
underdog status as motivation, too. The Blues have the ability to beat the 
Avs, but if the Avs play like a team that’s learned a few lessons along the 
way, this will be the challenge many expect for Craig Berube’s club. — 
Jeremy Rutherford, Blues beat writer 

Connor McDavid seems like he’s picking up steam. Can the Flames stop 
him? The Kings certainly couldn’t in Games 6 and 7, with two chances to 
upset Edmonton in Round 1. McDavid recorded five points on six Oilers 
goals over those two games, culminating with a playoff-leading 14 points 
in seven games. Can the Flames stop him? Some of that will depend on 
if Chris Tanev is available. He’s Calgary’s most dependable defenceman 
and he missed Game 7. Having Jacob Markstrom as the last line of 
defence will help too. The Flames showed the ability to dominate puck 
possession against Dallas at five-on-five, and the best way to keep 
McDavid off the scoresheet is to keep him in the defensive zone. They’ll 
also need to minimize penalties because we know McDavid scoring on 
the power play is inevitable. Can Calgary do all that? That remains to be 
seen. The only thing we really know about The Battle of Alberta Playoff 
Edition is there’s going to be some (fun) chaos. — Hailey Salvian, 
Flames beat writer 

Beyond the second round 

Eastern Conference champion 

The Hurricanes jumped from 16.7 percent to win the East to 38.6 
percent. What did they show in the first round to convince so many 
people they’re for real? Yes, it took the Hurricanes seven games in the 
first round to beat a Bruins team they had crushed in the regular season. 
And, yes, the Game 6 loss was uninspiring. But finally defeating the team 
that took them out in the 2019 Eastern Conference final is a huge mental 
weight lifted, and Brad Marchand said himself he thinks the Canes are 
coming out of the East this year. Carolina showed in Round 1 that it has 
the depth, blue line production and discipline in its system to make a long 
run. — Sara Civian, Hurricanes beat writer 

Western Conference champion 

Any concern of rust with the Avalanche after a lengthy break following 
their first-round sweep? Captain Gabriel Landeskog didn’t seem too 
concerned with the idea of rust. “Everybody wants to make that into a 
thing,” he said. “Rest is an advantage at this point of the year.” 
Landeskog mentioned that the Blues also had an extended layoff 
between series, and both he and Nathan MacKinnon stressed that the 
Avalanche have been practicing well and are ready to go. But game reps 
are different from practice, so there could be a feeling-out period for both 

teams early in this next series against the Blues. — Peter Baugh, 
Avalanche beat writer 

Stanley Cup champion 

Why won’t the Avalanche win the Cup? I dunno — why didn’t they win it 
last year? Colorado was a favorite back then too, and they came out fast 
against Vegas before dropping four straight. Most of us thought the Blues 
would lose to the Wild in the first round; look how that turned out. They’re 
used to winning games despite losing the possession battle. Potentially 
down the line, Calgary is an outstanding five-on-five team with an elite 
goalie. There are four really good teams alive in the East. Hockey is 
inherently chaotic, a lot can happen in a seven-game series and we 
should know better than to crown the Avs in the second round. Doesn’t 
mean they aren’t the smart pick, though. — Sean Gentille, national NHL 
writer 

Conn Smythe winner 

Cale Makar is a huge favorite here. Is that what the numbers say too? In 
a word, yes. Makar went from having an outstanding regular season and 
being known as the best two-way defenseman in the league to 
legitimately putting himself in the conversation as one of the best overall 
players in the league in Round 1. Granted, it was against a weaker 
opponent, but he was absolutely phenomenal. With Makar on the ice at 
five-on-five, the Avalanche controlled 66 percent of the expected goals 
share and outscored Nashville 6-2. Then there was his special-teams 
impact. Altogether, he tallied 10 points in four games, and he leads the 
league with an average Game Score of 3.56 so far in the postseason. 
The expectation, based on his stellar body of work at the NHL level, is 
that he’s just going to build on that. If the Avalanche keep advancing, his 
game-changing play is going to be an essential part of it. 

A few notable omissions here: Connor McDavid leads the playoffs in 
scoring (14 points), and if the Oilers do anything, it will be on his back. 
He’s also second to Makar in Game Score (3.00). And Carter Verhaeghe 
has been the Panthers’ MVP with 12 points and three game-winners 
already, so it’s interesting to see Claude Giroux (seven points) make the 
board when he doesn’t. — Shayna Goldman, NHL analytics writer 

How have we done so far? 

First-round series predictions 

The only series the majority of The Athletic staff didn’t call correctly 
heading into the first round was Blues-Wild, which was predicted as the 
closest series, with two-thirds of votes predicting it to go seven games. 
Here’s how all of our predictions held up, with the actual result of the 
series, the percent of voters who picked the right team and the percent 
who picked the right team and number of games: 
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Sportsnet.ca / Perfect timing: Avalanche's Manson nets first NHL playoff 
goal in OT 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

May 18, 2022, 2:32 AM 

 

Jordan Binnington turned in a jaw-dropping performance, but not even 
the Herculean effort of the St. Louis Blues netminder was enough to 
prevent Josh Manson from playing the role of unlikely overtime hero. 

And just like that, one of the acquisitions made by Colorado Avalanche 
general manager Joe Sakic prior to the arrival of the NHL trade deadline 
was there to step up when his team needed an offensive boost in a game 
where Binnington was the biggest reason this ended up being a nail-biter 
instead of a potential blowout. 
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Manson, who was acquired from the Anaheim Ducks for defence 
prospect Drew Helleson and a second-round draft pick in 2023 on March 
14, provided one of those memorable moments that last a lifetime. 
Walking across the offensive blue line and showing great patience, 
Manson waited for a seam to open up ever so slightly before his seeing-
eye shot through traffic found its way to the back of the net at 8:02 of the 
first overtime on Tuesday in the opener of a Western Conference 
semifinal. 

“Yeah, I think so. It’s got to be,” Manson told reporters in Denver when 
asked if this goal was the biggest moment in his eight-year NHL career. 
“My first playoff goal. Overtime winner. It was great. It’s not about the 
way I feel, it’s the way the whole team feels coming at me (after he 
scored). That’s the best part.” 

Binnington comes close to stealing Game 1 for Blues with sensational 
performance 

Game 2 is set for Thursday night at Ball Arena. 

On the winner, several Blues players were trying to get into the shot lane 
along with Avalanche captain Gabe Landeskog, who got the puck up to 
Manson at the point and then provided an essential screen on the play. 

“(Manson) had a nice pump fake up top first that he doesn’t get a whole 
lot of credit for, but that was real nice,” Landeskog said. “He got their 
forward to bite and was able to get a shooting lane. From that point, I’m 
trying to stand in front and move out (of the way) at the last second. It 
happens so fast, but there’s a certain sound, I guess. There’s no sound, 
because it’s soft hitting the net and then you just hear the crowd erupting. 
It’s an exciting feeling, for sure, in overtime.” 

The Blues got on the board first on a goal from Ryan O’Reilly, but the 
Avalanche found another level in the second period to take a 2-1 
advantage after goals from Valeri Nichushkin and Sam Girard, who is 
Manson’s defence partner. 

Getting offence from the back end is something the Avalanche are 
accustomed to, but on this night, the headliners -- Norris candidate Cale 
Makar and partner Devon Toews -- were mostly held in check 
offensively. 

However, each member of that second pairing managed to score. 

“This team has done it all year. The defence has contributed all year and 
that’s part of this team’s identity,” said Manson. “Obviously, if you’re 
getting D scoring, it helps you win games.” 

Girard was also a force at both ends of the ice, finishing with seven shots 
on goal, 11 shot attempts, four blocked shots and two hits. 

It’s fair to say that Manson’s transition to the Avalanche after the trade 
included some bumpy moments, but he’s battled through them and is 
elevating his game at the perfect time. 

“He was fantastic. If you watch his defending, he was heavy and he was 
good with the puck, his gaps were great. He played his butt off all night 
long. He played the right way all night and eventually, he gets an 
opportunity to put the puck in the back of the net. A great goal on a great 
shift. I’m glad to see him rewarded,” Avalanche head coach Jared 
Bednar said. “He’s gotten better and better since he’s been with us. If 
you talk to Josh about his arrival here and the differences in our structure 
and the way that we play and the things that we stress. It’s not right or 
wrong, but he’s been there (in Anaheim) for a long time and playing the 
same way. 

“He was thinking too much. He’s a real inquisitive guy and likes to be 
coached and he wants to see things. He comes in (to the coach’s office) 
all the time and he wants to be real clear on things. It’s part of what 
makes him good. The structure in his game is part of what makes him so 
successful and as he’s got more clear on that, he’s become more 
dangerous offensively and he’s become a better defender for us and he’s 
a relied upon guy. Now we’re seeing exactly why we did get him and it 
was a much-needed piece for us.” 

Thanks to Binnington, the Blues managed to hang around long enough 
for Jordan Kyrou to even the score on a power-play marker that came on 
a poor line change by the Avalanche with 3:14 to go in regulation. 

“We were right there, you’re one shot away in OT. That’s the bottom 
line,” Blues head coach Craig Berube said. “We’ll regroup and get ready 
for Game 2. We’ll be better next game. We need more guys to perform. 
That’s really what it boils down to and again, we’ve got to make more 
plays with the puck.” 

The late goal against didn’t bother the Avalanche one bit and neither did 
an inability to cash in on a late power play that stretched into the opening 
41 seconds of the fourth period. 

During the overtime session, the Avalanche held a lopsided 13-0 edge in 
shots on goal, finishing with a 54-25 edge in that department while firing 
106 shot attempts at Binnington while allowing only 45. 

“The reality is, sometimes you’re going to play really well and you feel 
like you deserve to win, but you don’t,” said Landeskog, who finished with 
two assists. “We were a real resilient group in there. Their goalie played 
really well for them. He made some saves that we felt like we had empty 
nets and he stuck a leg out or a hand out or whatever. But in overtime, 
we had just stressed to keep playing and to keep doing what we were 
doing. We were creating a lot and it was just a matter of time.” 

For all of the talk about the Blues' championship pedigree being 
something they can lean on in this series even when things aren’t going 
smoothly, Tuesday’s effort was another important step in the building 
process for the Avalanche -- who have won five consecutive games to 
start these Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

“All the experiences that you go through during the year, they remember 
when you’re down and coming back, they remember when you lose the 
lead. That’s what the regular season is for, it teaches you how to win,” 
said Bednar. “But you have be in tune and focused. Belief is really what 
drives it. Our guys have a really good understanding and No. 1, they 
have a belief in what we do. 

“If you have that and you keep working at it, you don’t get rattled by ebbs 
and flows in a game or bad bounces and you’re going to continue to do 
what makes you successful.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / With statement victory, Lightning make Panthers look like 
playoff tourists 

 

Iain MacIntyre@imacSportsnet 

May 18, 2022, 12:55 AM 

 

If the Sunshine Series is supposed to represent the evolution of a new 
world order – or at least a power change in Florida – the team ruling over 
the current National Hockey League order delivered a formidable 
message on Tuesday. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning, winners of the last two Stanley Cups and nine 
straight playoff series, handled the Florida Panthers 4-1 in Game 1 of 
their Eastern Conference semi-final in Sunrise, Fla. 

The high-scoring Panthers topped the NHL regular season with 122 
points and 58 wins. They led the league in scoring and shots, and last 
week won a playoff series for the first time in 26 years. One series. 

At the start of their second series this month they looked like tourists, like 
the same Stanley Cup neophytes the Toronto Maple Leafs were last 
round when they lost in Game 7, as they always do, to the Lightning. 

Tampa scored three power-play goals, got better goaltending than 
Florida and calmly played its way back from a sloppy start with the 
confidence of a team that has been-there, done-that and has more 
diamond-encrusted rings than Birks. 

The Lightning made this look routine, but it wasn’t. 
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They played without star centre Brayden Point, who appeared to suffer a 
hip or groin injury when he twisted and fell into the boards Saturday in 
Toronto. They lost key defenceman Erik Cernak in the second period 
Tuesday when he blocked Brandon Montour’s shot with his back. They 
got goals from fourth-liners Corey Perry, to tie it on a power play, and 
Pierre-Edouard Bellemare. 

The only scorer for the talent-heavy Panthers was Anthony Duclair, who 
was a healthy scratch when Florida eliminated the Washington Capitals 
in Game 6 of the opening round. 

This was a statement by the Lightning, who won Game 1 against their 
arch-rivals while playing probably a C-plus game by Tampa’s standards. 
And that message comes with baggage for the Panthers, who were 
expected by many to take down the Lightning a year ago but dropped the 
opening-round series’ first two games on home ice and never recovered. 

“For the most part, I think the boys are feeling pretty good about that 
win,” winger Ross Colton said after scoring Tampa’s final goal. “I thought 
we played a good 60 minutes. Vasi (goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy) was 
unbelievable the entire game, the power play executed there when we 
needed it, and. . . guys were blocking shots, being warriors.” 

On winning without Point, whom coach Jon Cooper claims is out day-to-
day, Colton said: “It's kind of just almost like a rallying call. Brayden goes 
down and he's obviously a huge loss for our team. But guys step up into 
new roles and, you know, want to fill that void that he's not in. Guys did a 
great job kind of rallying.” 

POWER-PLAY MISMATCH 

The Panthers advanced against the Capitals despite going 0-for-18 on 
the power play and getting outscored 7-0 on special teams. They haven’t 
a hope against the Lightning unless they solve this crisis. 

The Lightning power play went 3-for-6 in Game 1, the Panthers’ was 0-
for-3. Data from Sportlogiq indicates the Panthers have generated only 
three inner-slot shots on the power play – in the playoffs. This is shocking 
for a power play that tied for fifth in the regular season with a 24.4 
percent success rate and features Jonathan Huberdeau, Aleksander 
Barkov, Claude Giroux, Sam Reinhart and Aaron Ekblad. 

“Well, I think we can shoot more,” Florida coach Andrew Brunette said. 
“We talk about it (but) we're getting a little stubborn at times. You get out 
of sync on these kinds of things and it's hard to get your mojo back. 
That's why when you have it, you've got to keep it. Right now. . . we have 
to find it. And I think it starts with a shot, but we're a little reluctant right 
now. 

“We had some chances. I didn't like the decision making shorthanded, 
trying to make something out of nothing. They're too good of a power 
play to give them free looks like that. But we did a lot of good things five 
on five. Special teams and our faceoff was the difference in the game.” 

KEY FACEOFF 

On the winning goal at 3:35 of the third period, Bellemare won a messy 
offensive-zone draw from Eetu Luostarinen, then beat Florida goalie 
Sergei Bobrovsky on the rebound from Perry’s shot. Bellemare, who has 
played a lot of playoff hockey the last four seasons in Vegas and 
Colorado, has more playoff goals (two) this month than Huberdeau (one), 
who tied for second in NHL scoring with 115 regular-season points. 

“I mean, it's more credit to the coach to put us (out for) an offensive 
faceoff,” Bellemare said. 

THE COACH 

Cooper was stunned when Tampa defenceman Ryan McDonagh was 
penalized for interference late in the third period for a clean, mid-ice hit 
on Noel Acciari, who was trying to gather a high puck when he was 
knocked down and fumbled. 

Cooper’s confidence in referees Jon McIsaac and Kelly Sutherland 
probably didn’t improve much when Duclair was judged to have scored a 
good goal on the ensuing power play, which would have tied the game 2-
2 with 8:05 remaining, after the puck ricocheted into the netting several 
feet above the glass before trampolining back to Duclair. It was 
disallowed on a coach's challenge. 

But after the game, it was Brunette who took a little swipe at the officials 
– and the Lightning – when he was asked about his team’s six penalties. 

“Obviously, you know what they do,” Brunette said, meaning the 
Lightning. “They're a veteran team, they've been in these kinds of 
situations, they sell it pretty good. And we just have to be a little aware of 
that and maybe sell it ourselves a little bit.” 

AND YET. . . 

None of the penalties were on Panther defenceman Ben Chiarot for a 
pretty obvious, albeit mild, visor-to-visor head butt on Colton as they 
were being assessed off-setting penalties for cross-checking at 10:13 of 
the second period. It didn’t look like a suspendable incident, but Chiarot 
took a significant risk with his “Glasgow kiss.” 

PLAYOFF KUCHEROV 

With Point out, Nikita Kucherov was fully-engaged for the Lightning. Not 
only did he score once and beautifully set up Perry’s tying goal at 16:22 
of the second period by embarrassing Florida defenceman Radko Gudas 
one-on-one, but the offensive star tied for second on his team with three 
hits – 10 per cent of Kucherov’s regular-season total. 

“Obviously he can carry us into the fight a little bit there and makes 
everybody around him better,” McDonagh said of his teammate. “He likes 
to do it on his own at times, too, and try to take over in his way. 
Obviously, an all-world play on the setup there to Perry. I mean, we've 
seen it time and time again, the guy just loves playing playoff hockey and 
stepping up for our team when we need him.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Six years of harsh reality be damned, the Maple Leafs are 
sticking to their plan 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

May 17, 2022, 7:19 PM 

 

TORONTO – Stay the course. Stick to the plan. 

We’re painfully close. Closer than it appears. 

In the wake of their sixth consecutive opening-round postseason defeat, 
the Toronto Maple Leafs will septuple down on the Shanaplan, the 
blueprint. 

They have seen enough progress within this sad string of playoff 
disappointments to not only believe in their strategy but believe harder. 
Six years of harsh reality be damned. 

“Certainly, as we look forward to next year, there's always going to be 
new faces. That being said, we will not be making changes just simply for 
the sake of saying that we made changes,” said Brendan Shanahan, 
entering the eighth year of his reign and still hunting Round 2. 

“In spite of the fact that we were not able to finish Tampa off in Game 6 
and Game 7, I saw a different team and a different approach.” 

There is no whiff that the off-ice approach, at least publicly, will alter. 

History will dictate whether Leaf Nation is rewarded for this regime’s 
loyalty and belief or foiled by stubbornness and hubris — and left with a 
diminished pool of picks and prospects. 

During the club’s locker cleanout Tuesday, Shanahan gave Dubas and 
head coach Sheldon Keefe a firm endorsement for 2022-23. 

Dubas not only backed Keefe but said the idea of dialing up experienced 
free agents Barry Trotz and Peter DeBoer hadn’t crossed his mind. 
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“I only think Sheldon is going to continue to get better,” Dubas said. “And 
I think when we speak of Sheldon in 10, 15 years from now, it'll be in the 
same way that you [speak about] those two great coaches. And I think 
that'll be played out here in Toronto.” 

On the surface, no one is lighting a fire under anyone. 

Maybe that’s just smart PR. 

What would be troubling, though, is this: Maybe it’s complacency. 

The air of disappointment, the vows to dig deeper, the sombre tones as 
the Leafs packed their belongings for the summer… it all felt so familiar. 
Just part of the cycle. 

“As much as winning can bring people together,” Shanahan said, 
“learning how to deal with the heartbreak and devastation of falling short, 
depending on what kind of relationship you have, can bring you closer as 
well.” 

'We have to figure out our way' Shanahan on Maple Leafs' off-season 
focus 

What if, for these regular-season superstars, Round 2 has become the 
new Stanley Cup, the way RFA has become the new UFA? 

“I don’t think playing in any passionate hockey market will allow for 
comfort to seep into a group,” Shanahan defended. 

Thing is, plenty of supporters seem content with giving this another go, 
essentially, as is. Run it back. Hope the Maple Leafs are 100 per cent 
healthy again, that they draw an easier opponent, and that next time they 
will have learned their lesson for real. 

I threw up a Twitter poll Monday to gauge whom the fans would like to 
see pay for another long golf season, and 66.9 per cent of 27,200 voters 
are happy to run this core back with minor changes on the fringes. 

While his actions this summer will speak louder, Dubas says he is still 
content with allocating an inordinate percentage of his cap space to four 
forwards (Auston Matthews, Mitch Marner, John Tavares, William 
Nylander) and an offensively gifted defenceman (Morgan Rielly). 

Even after losing multiple do-or-die games to organizations that invested 
more in goaltending, defence and bottom-six depth. 

“The contracts to those players that you're referencing, I think they're 
providing us great value in the way that they're producing, in the way that 
they continue to evolve as they go through their contract. So, I don't 
regret those at all,” said Dubas, ready to go money-balling for 2023’s 
David Kämpf and Michael Bunting. 

“It's the reality in the league right now that you're probably not going to be 
able to spend as much as you want on those depth pieces. And you're 
really going to have to do a great job of finding value, whether that's 
someone that's coming off injury, someone that hasn't been given great 
opportunity, [or] someone coming off a bad year that you see something 
in.” 

In a game of goal-line reviews and phantom high-sticks, the Maple Leafs 
believe they are simply “one shot away,” as captain John Tavares put it. 

No need for major surgery. 

Just a few more bargain-bin gems, a couple extra hours in the gym. A 
few less careless penalties, convert on a couple more power-plays. 

“We’re slowly understanding the way we need to play,” William Nylander 
said. 

“There’s significant buy-in here, which I don’t think you get everywhere.” 
Jason Spezza added. “We need more just — that stubbornness of not 
accepting to lose a game. It’s in the room. It definitely is in the room. 
These guys, they’re learning how hard it is.” 

So are Shanahan and Dubas. 

The brass will do their best to sell steady veteran Mark Giordano on the 
Spezza salary program. They’ll explore a Jack Campbell extension but 
also alternatives in the goalie market. The fringe forwards will be juggled 
and a few let loose. 

But to hear the decision-makers tell it, mostly what the Maple Leafs need 
is a seventh playoff shot. 

That should do the trick. 

And they’ve done a shrewd enough of a sell job to get one. 
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Sportsnet.ca / How Battle of Alberta has changed since 'brutal, violent' 
1991 series 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

May 17, 2022, 1:44 PM 

 

Even the most casual of Flames fans are familiar with the footage. 

In a clip that’s been shown on Hockey Night in Canada for the better part 
of three decades, a jubilant Theo Fleury is shown racing towards centre 
ice in celebration, ducking past his teammates, dropping to his knees for 
a series of fist pumps before rolling onto his belly and back before 
slamming his butt into the boards with feet in the air. 

A mobbing by fellow Flames ensues. 

You know the sequence. 

What a generation of hockey fans likely don’t know is the scenario, the 
end result, or the controversy involved. 

It wasn’t a series winner, nor was it necessarily popular at the time. 

What it was, will forever be a delicious snapshot of the last Battle of 
Alberta playoff showdown. 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

MORE DETAILS 

As grainy as the video is from 31 years ago, it perfectly encapsulates the 
over-the-top emotion that made the provincial punch-up as legendary as 
it was in its heyday of the 80's and early 90’s. 

"I was really hurt during the series — I had a second-degree shoulder 
separation, a second-degree tear of my MCL, and I was getting shot up 
with Novocaine all series," explained Fleury, now 53. 

"I scored 51 goals that year but I hadn’t scored a goal in the whole series, 
so the pressure was mounting. I still hadn’t had an impact. The 
celebration was all the behind-the-scenes stuff coming out." 

As a 22-year-old, pot-stirring star of the Flames, Fleury was the prime 
target of the Oilers throughout a series he said was the filthiest he’d ever 
been part of.  

That's quite a claim from the five-foot-six warrior who gave, and received, 
as much lumber as any player in league lore. 

"That’s as brutal, violent as you could possibly get," said Fleury of the 
series. 

"We were full, baseball-swinging slashing each other, hoping to hit bone. 

And that’s the god’s honest truth. That’s how crazy it was. 

"This sequel should be called the Pillow Fight, not the Battle of Alberta. 
Because if it was exactly like it was in '91 they’d all be in jail." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 18, 2022 

 

The underdog Oilers certainly thought it was criminal that Fleury would 
celebrate that way on their ice, especially since the overtime goal simply 
evened the first round series against the defending Cup champs 3-3.  

The Oilers weren’t the only ones put off by Fleury’s celebration, as 
several teammates knew it wasn’t a good idea to stoke Edmonton’s fire 
with a Game 7 looming. 

"Depends who you talk to I guess," said Fleury’s teammate, Joel Otto, 
who said the 1991 series was the most physical he’d ever been part of. 

 "I didn’t chase after him, if you are asking.  

"Listen, I can’t imagine the pressure on guys like Theo and Johnny 
(Gaudreau) to score. So, for him to be that emotional was totally 
understandable 

"We were down 3-1 in the series and we did a good job to get back. That 
got us to Game 7 and we were ecstatic." 

But, as many feared, there could be payback. 

"Some of us were like, 'Theo get up, we haven’t won anything yet,' " said 
Mike Vernon, 59, who knew better from losing three of the four previous 
provincial wars.    

"You look at that Edmonton Oiler bench and they were watching that.  

"You don’t want to give a team a reason to hate you more or to dig down 
deeper. A little thing like that can set people off and you can't put your 
guard down until the series is over. It was a great goal, but we still had 
another game to play." 

Looking back at the history of the Battle Of Alberta in playoffs 

Doug Gilmour understood both sides of the scenario.  

"First of all, I was going to try to catch him, but I said, 'forget it,' " laughed 
GiImour, 58, whose only taste of the provincial playoff rivalry was that 
1991 series. 

"We didn’t say anything, but it is in the back of their mind and you don’t 
want to give any momentum to them. 

"It wasn’t Theo’s fault, he scored a big goal and you celebrate any way 
you want. 

"It shouldn’t have any impact on the next game, not like a headshot." 

Full credit to Fleury who opened Game 7 with three points in the first 
period, staking the team to a 3-0 lead at the Saddledome.  

"Yeah, the Oilers were so pissed off by my slide they were down 3-0 in 
the first 10 minutes of Game 7," scoffed Fleury, whose club went on to 
lose 5-4 in overtime, thanks to Esa Tikkanen’s third of the game, which 
bounced in off the shin pad of a helmet-less Frank Musil.  

"I love that they always want to paint me as a villain. 

"Hey, I’d jump right over the glass and run up the aisles, high-fiving Oilers 
fans as I went by if I could do it again. Isn’t it entertainment we’re 
selling?" 

The battle has always had plenty of heart-on-their sleeve black-hatters 
like Fleury, thickening the plot, leading up to this, a series for today’s 
generation to talk about for another few decades. 

No, it won’t be the same, the game has changed too much. 

The storylines will be different, but the passion fuelled by two of the 
NHL’s loudest rinks will help spur on new legends. 

"You talk about generations of people not knowing and understanding 
that clip of Theo sliding — look at the 5,000 fans outside the Dome in the 
Red Lot and the majority are probably 18 to 25 years old,” said Lanny 
McDonald, who had retired by 1991 but is well-versed in BOA drama. 

"With the series we just went through, and just about getting past the 
pandemic, to be able to see this next generation of fans coming out is so 
cool. Hopefully they can talk about this series for the next 30 years too." 

What is your expectation for upcoming battle of Alberta? 

As the two teams shook hands, then-CBC play caller Chris Cuthbert 
called the 1991 edition, "one of the greatest series we’ll ever witness." 

Fleury agreed. 

"That series was probably the highest level of hockey I ever played in," 
he said, adding that the team’s 1989 run to the Cup wasn’t nearly as 
intense.  

"It was that fierce, both teams were very close. 

"As a player, those are the games you want to play in. It’s the series you 
dream about as a kid because that’s where you make a name for 
yourself. 

"Everybody after the game, at home and on the plane ride home, had an 
ice bag. That’s the price you’ve got to pay to win. It hurt. 

"A series like that helps set up what is about to happen over the next two 
weeks. Hopefully the hype lives up to the reality." 
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Sportsnet.ca / What to expect from Round 2 of the Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

justin-bourne headshotJustin Bourne@jtbourne 

May 17, 2022, 2:31 PM 

 

In my Round 1 series preview, I noted how brutally hard predicting NHL 
playoff series can be, but mentioned I do have an 8-0 set of first round 
predictions in my past. This year I set the line at 5.5 correct and aimed to 
hit the over. Gonna start off with a quick pat on my own back, as I 
accomplished that, going 6-2. I’m greedy though, and thought I saw a 
path to another 8-0. My two misses both had leads in the third period of a 
game in which they could have eliminated their competition (Leafs and 
Penguins), but ultimately fell short. 

Round 2 has less freebies, as we’ve been dealt four legitimately great 
matchups, where the biggest “favourite” feels like they’re about to be in 
for the fight of their life. 

Speaking of said favourite… 

Who: The team with expectations that’s never done it vs. the team 
without expectations that has. 

What: One of two “How much do intangibles truly matter?” series where 
there seems to be a clear favourite, but the underdog is full of pedigree 
and experience. 

Where: Opens in the Mile High City on Sportsnet 

When: Begins Tuesday May 17, at 9:30 p.m. ET, alternates days 

Why: Because the Avs fulfilled Darryl Sutter’s prophecy of giving their 
first round opponent a “waste of eight days” experience, and the Blues 
mucked their way through a hard fought series against a very good 
Minnesota Wild team. 

Alright, the Avalanche are up against their biggest rival now … the 
second round. Three years ago they lost in the second round in Game 7 
(San Jose). Two years ago they lost in the second round in Game 7 
(Dallas). Last year they lost in the second round in Game 6 (Vegas). 
They’ve been good for years, but it’s on them to prove now that 
something is different. 

I love this matchup for Colorado not because I think they’ll beat the 
Blues, but because if they want to go deep, they’re going to have to earn 
it the good old fashioned playoff way, and if that gets done, they should 
leave with real confidence. Beating the Blues will take blocked shots, hits 
thrown and taken, and injuries to be battled through. 
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What a spot for the Blues to be in. Nobody is picking them. They have 
depth scoring (with a ton of 20 goal scorers), a goalie who’s done it 
before in Jordan Binnington who was dynamite in the final three games 
of their series against the Wild, and experience. They can go throw their 
best punches with no pressure and see what lands. The onus is fully on 
the Avs. 

With that, I don’t think it’s going to be easy for the team that I see as 
clearly better, assuming they stay healthy and the refs stay on the calls. 
That brings me to my prediction of… 

Avalanche in 7 

Who: A team built on stability and consistency, vs. a team that can be so 
wildly good and bad that they’re never not interesting. 

What: A Flames team trying to win a Cup the classic “physical play and 
details” way, and an Oilers team going for a “McDavid goes all ‘LeBron 
James with the Cavs’ and drags an OK team super deep” type run. 

Where: Let's get this rodeo started in the Saddledome 

When: Opens Wednesday night and alternates days through the series 

Why: Because Jake Oettinger eventually cracked, and Connor McDavid 
went bonkers in Round 1. 

I see a bunch of ways this goes Calgary’s way, and only one it breaks for 
the Oilers. 

The Flames offence should have an easier time against the Oilers than 
the Stars, as Edmonton gives up some chances and have a few D who 
are prone to The Great Mistake. Mike Smith can also turn ice cold, at 
times. And going the other way, the Flames are so good with their 
forechecking and defending, offence is super hard to come by against 
them, so it’s not going to be a fun series for the Oilers' depth scorers who 
aren’t generational superstars. 

For Edmonton, McDavid just put up 14 points against two of the best 
defensive centres in hockey (Phillip Danault and Anze Kopitar), so he’s 
not worried about good defending. The Oilers path is that he and Draisaitl 
(who ends up feeling good enough to be his best self) do their thing, and 
Mike Smith gets super hot, which can also happen. That’s it. The Flames 
get like 40 shots a night, Smith is dynamite, and the Oilers PP with 
McDavid and Draisaitl cooks and scores enough to get it done. 

The Oilers are no pushover, but I just see so many more paths for the 
Flames. Because of that, I’m going… 

Flames in 6 

Who: FLORIDIANS, that’s who, and also two of the best teams in the 
league. 

What: The other “How much do intangibles matter?” series where there 
seems to be a clear favourite, but the underdog (Tampa Bay, by the 
betting odds) is full of pedigree and experience. 

Where: In Florida, of course. Sunrise, to be exact. 

When: Begins Tuesday night at 7:30 p.m. ET. Will take two days off 
between Games 2 and 3, and then will play a back-to-back before 
returning to alternating days. 

Why: The Lightning pounded the hearts of Ontarians into flour, then 
baked it into a fresh loaf of bread that they ate with a smile, while the 
Cats got over their own first round hurdle and have confidence heading 
into Round 2. 

The last time the Florida Panthers won a first-round playoff series, it was 
1996. This year they had the weight of the Presidents' Trophy on them 
and went up against a Capitals team that’s built for playoffs, and they 
slayed that dragon. The talk around the team is that success has totally 
freed them up. They’re practicing looser and better, they’re fresh off a 
six-game series, and ready to roll. 

The Lightning are fascinating, because I think we’ll see just how much 
gas is left in their tank. Are they able to just find the big plays in the 
biggest moments just because they’re champions, or will all this hockey 
(and some injuries like the one to Brayden Point) just be too much to 
overcome? 

I think it’s Florida’s time. Tampa poured a lot into their Round 1 series, 
and weakness was evident. The Lightning’s best chance is that Andrei 
Vasilevskiy has one of those Hall-of-Fame series where the Cats' 
vaunted offence gets frustrated early, they push, and leave chances 
going back the other way. 

Panthers in 7 

Who: A much underloved team with skill and grit, and a surprising 
Rangers team that just won’t go away. 

What: A team playing with house money, versus a ‘Canes team testing 
the St. Louis Blues' theory of “be good long enough and one year things 
should break your way” 

Where: In the eye of the Storm Surge in Raleigh. 

When: Starts Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m. ET and alternates days. 

Why: Because the Penguins lost Crosby for a couple crucial games and 
never got their crease figured out, while Carolina may have escorted the 
“Perfection Line” core of the Bruins to the exits. 

The Carolina Hurricanes have to be the best team that gets the least 
attention year in, year out. They’re not star-laden and sexy – though they 
do have some super-skilled forwards – they’re mostly built on a great D-
corps and a work ethic instilled by a coach who played the same way. 

The Rangers are more like the Oilers to me. When they’re good they’re 
awesome to watch, but there are lulls where the play just gets taken to 
them, and the onus shifts to “can they get saves?” The difference is, the 
Rangers have the upcoming Vezina Trophy winner, and they often do get 
the saves. That’s what makes them dangerous – because of Igor 
Shesterkin, they can still win when they’re not on. 

Still, the Canes are just so complete, and even with question marks in 
goal (injury-related, mostly), if they play up to their own expectations, 
they’ll be awfully tough to put away. They’re too well-built and well-
coached. With that, I see… 

Hurricanes in 6 
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Sportsnet.ca / This Battle of Alberta won't be like the past, but the 
emotion will be unmatched 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 17, 2022, 8:25 AM 

 

EDMONTON  — It’s been 31 years, so long that a generation really only 
knows the Battle of Alberta in snap shots from Hockey Night in Canada 
videos.  

Gretzky down the wing on Vernon. Smith, in off of Fuhr. Fleury break 
dancing across the Northlands Coliseum logo. Dave Brown, startin’ the 
lawn mower on Jim Kyte.  

Glen Sather, alternately cheering an OT goal in Calgary and issuing a 
hand gesture to Flames fans that would have garnered him a healthy fine 
today.  

We’re here to tell you: societal norms dictate that the old Battle of Alberta 
will never be re-lived. This can not be that.  

But although we might know what we’re NOT going to see when the 
Calgary Flames hook up with the Edmonton Oilers starting on 
Wednesday night, you never know what you might see in a matchup set 
to consume this prairie province for the first time since 1991. A grudge 
match that — in its best days — was as good a rivalry as the National 
Hockey League has seen in all its many years.  
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“You always knew going into it that there was going to be bloodshed, and 
it was going to be some of your own,” former Oilers (and Flames) 
defenceman Steve Smith said in my book, The Battle of Alberta. “It was 
real then. There were going to be fights and you were expected to be 
part of fights and physical hockey.”  

“They were big, strong, physical,” added Edmonton defenceman Jeff 
Beukeboom. “They were dirty. Just like us,”   

The sheer violence does not exist anymore, and for that the NHL is a 
better place. But the emotion that has gone missing with that violence?  

That, we’d like to surgically implant back into the game, like a ligament 
from a cadaver that could put the hop back in the step of a league where 
too many players are buddy-buddy, asking how the wife and kids are 
rather than putting a glove in their opponent’s face.  

It was that emotion that fuelled the high-octane dragster that was The 
Battle.  

Emotion that would drive Doug Risebrough to slink into the penalty box 
with an Oilers jersey purloined from the latest Pier 6 brawl, and slice it 
into ribbons with his skates. Emotion injected into a practice from Flames 
head coach Bob Johnson, who dressed a Junior A goalie in an Oilers 
jersey so his players could feel the thrill of blowing pucks past a Grant 
Fuhr lookalike.  

“That’s the thing we’re missing in the game today. Emotion,” said former 
Flames goalie Mike Vernon. “Those games had so much emotion, and 
there was a price that had to be paid. Like the time Dave Brown fought 
Stu Grimson. Grimmer sat in the penalty box for 10 minutes with a 
broken face.  

“You want to see real? That’s real.”  

Emotion from players who knew, this wasn’t going to be a normal game. 
And if I play like it is, I won’t survive it.  

“I had no problem [expletive] cuttin’ your eye out. Wouldn’t have bothered 
me a bit,” said Theoren Fleury, a small man who cut a big swath through 
the Battle. “Hey – you’re trying to [expletive] kill me? This was survival. It 
was that unpredictability that allowed me to have the room that I had.” 

On a macro level, Edmonton and Calgary have always been contesting 
each other. 

They fought over who would get the first Canadian Pacific Railway 
terminal (Calgary), way back in the 1800s. They argued over who would 
be designated the provincial capital, or lay claim to the University of 
Alberta in the early 1900s (Edmonton, and Edmonton).  

Today the contest has been mostly won by the city that is simply 300 
kilometres closer to the rest of the world than its rival. Calgary is the 
Dallas to Edmonton’s Houston, where the oil patch is concerned, an 
industry orchestrated by the white collars in the South, but serviced and 
operated by blue collars up North.  

But where all this has impacted the sports scene is this: Anecdotally, 
more people born in Edmonton continue to live in Edmonton, while 
Calgary has become a city more rich in people from elsewhere; 
Edmonton is a city you leave, whereas Calgary has become somewhere 
people come to, with allegiances to other teams in tow. 

That assessment is subjective, sure, but it’s backed up by the fact the 
Oilers tend to post better media numbers than the Flames do, whether 
it's radio, TV or print. There is simply more local interest in Edmonton’s 
team than Calgary’s, a phenomenon that will be invisible to the naked 
eye these next two weeks.  

When the original Battle began however, there was no question who was 
the big brother, and who was the little one.  

Edmonton had joined the NHL from the old World Hockey Association in 
1979, and the Flames arrived from Atlanta a year later. Soon, Wayne 
Gretzky, Mark Messier, Grant Fuhr, Paul Coffey et al. were clearly a 
group the Flames could not match, or catch up to via the draft. So the 
Flames, with former University of Wisconsin coach Bob Johnson behind 
their bench, built a team using older college grads like Joe Nieuwendyk, 
Joe Mullen, Joel Otto, Jamie Macoun and Gary Suter. 

In the end, the Flames only won one of five playoff meetings between the 
two, but they played the Boston Red Sox to Edmonton’s New York 
Yankees, or Don Cherry’s Boston Bruins to the 70’s Habs that were 
Edmonton.  

“Ali needed Frazier,” Messier once said. “That top opponent that pushes, 
and challenges, and makes you better.”  

As the two teams ready for a meeting beginning Wednesday night in 
Calgary, that old Saddledome is perhaps the only visual that will provide 
a similar look, outside the familiar jerseys of each team. The landscape is 
unfamiliar, with teams full of players who have never faced each other in 
a post-season series.  

Two teams who once combined for 780 goals in a season settled for 576 
this season. And penalty minutes?  

Forget about it…  

In 2022 however, there are some similarities. Connor McDavid will play 
the part of Wayne Gretzky, while the Elias Lindholm line will lend depth 
and execution the way Johnson’s old Flames would attack Edmonton 
using his oft-referenced — but never actually seen — “Seven Point Plan” 
to beat the Oilers.  

Today Matthew Tkachuk is the spoon that stirs the emotional 
bouillabaisse, whereas before it was Esa Tikkanen or Neil Sheehy, the 
Flames defenceman and Gretzky-pesterer whose refusal to fight anyone 
on Edmonton wound the Oilers up like a top.  

When it’s done, all we can hope for is some lasting memories, some 
players who might not tee it up together the way they may have a 
summer ago, and two organizations that see each other as they once did 
— as the in-division hurdle that had to be jumped on the way to a Stanley 
Cup.  

“All the most important, most memorable team meetings we ever had 
were held in that dressing room in Calgary,” Craig MacTavish once said. 
“We were the best two teams in the NHL of that day, and we would meet 
very early in the playoffs.  

“They were absolute wars,” he added. “A pleasure to be a part of, in 
hindsight.”  

What's the biggest storyline heading into Battle of Alberta playoff series? 

We leave you with this anecdote, from Beukeboom.  

“I think it was a pre-season game,” he began. “I was going up ice and got 
two-handed on the back of the legs by Fleury. Whack! I remember a pile-
up in the corner one day, after Simmer (Craig Simpson) had taken out 
their goalie, and Fleury was running his mouth. ‘You guys suck. You can’t 
skate, you big [expletive].’ So now we’re in the pile in the corner, and he’s 
on top of me. But, we come out of it together, and now he’s saying, ‘It’s 
OK. I’ve got you. No problem.’ Like, now he’s being a nice guy.”  

So, what did Beukeboom do? Exactly what Fleury would have done, had 
the shoe been on the other foot  

“I suckered him. Cut him open for stitches,” he said. “It was one of the 
few times [head coach] John Muckler paid me a compliment.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs player props: MacKinnon's money 
shot a problem for Blues 
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And then there were eight. 
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After a one-day hiatus, the Stanley Cup Playoffs are back in full force 
tonight with a two-game card to kick off Round 2. 

In Sunrise, the Battle of Florida will get underway as the Panthers host 
the Lightning. Of course, Tampa is coming off a seven-game triumph 
against Toronto. Meanwhile, Florida disposed of Alex Ovechkin and the 
Capitals in six. Elsewhere, following its first-round sweep of Nashville, 
Colorado is back in action after an eight-day break. They’re home to St. 
Louis, who are coming off a hard-fought six-game series with Minnesota. 

Now that you’re up to speed, here are some prop bets to consider: 

PROP #1: Nathan MacKinnon Anytime Goal (+110) + Over 4.5 SOG (-
140) 

Simply put, the Predators had no answer for MacKinnon —but few teams 
do. As per usual, the 26-year-old threw everything but the kitchen sink at 
Nashville. In fact, MacKinnon registered 44 shot attempts and 29 shots 
on goal in four games. He finished the series with five goals. Good luck 
to the St. Louis Blues organization, they officially have a Nathan 
MacKinnon problem. 

PROP #2: Ryan O’Reilly Over 0.5 Points (-130) 

Once upon a time ago, O’Reilly was a member of the Colorado 
Avalanche, so don’t overlook the revenge narrative in this series. 
Furthermore, the Blues captain comes into this matchup on an absolute 
heater. He had five goals and eight points against the Wild. In two regular 
season meetings with Colorado, the 31-year-old had three goals and one 
assist. 

PROP #3: Carter Verhaeghe Over 0.5 Points (-140) 

Save for Connor McDavid, Verhaeghe’s probably the hottest player in the 
NHL heading into Round 2. In six games against Washington, the former 
Bolt tallied six goals and six assists for 12 points. He has five goals and 
nine points over his past three games. Moral of the story: Ride the hot 
hand. 

PROP #4: Anthony Cirelli Over 0.5 Assists (+175) 

Someone needs to step up in the absence of Brayden Point and that 
player is unequivocally Anthony Cirelli. Assuming Tampa rolls out the 
same lines they had to finish Game 7 against Toronto, the 24-year-old 
could find himself on a power line once again centered around Steven 
Stamkos and Nikita Kucherov. Cirelli was quiet in Round 1 notching just 
one point, but needs to be a difference maker in Round 2 if the Lightning 
have any chance of advancing to a third consecutive Conference Final. 
Playing a hunch here. 
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TSN.CA / Oilers and Flames alumni recall Battle of Alberta from playoffs 
past 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Marty Gelinas saw the Battle of Alberta from both sides over a number of 
years but there’s one memory that stands out above the rest. 

On April 14, 1991 during overtime of Game 6 of the Smythe Division 
Semifinals, Calgary Flames forward Theo Fleury picked off a Mark 
Messier pass in the neutral zone and beat Edmonton Oilers goalie Grant 
Fuhr to tie the series at 3-3. 

Gelinas was just 20 and in his third season as a left-winger with the 
Oilers, in the last playoff series they played against the Flames, back in 
1991. There were plenty of goals, fights, and penalties in that seven-
game series, but the former first-round draft pick will never forget Fleury’s 
celebration after he scored in OT to end Game 6. 

Fleury slid on his knees across centre ice at the old Northlands Coliseum 
in Edmonton, an iconic celebration that still makes highlights reels three 
decades later. For the home team Oilers that night, however, Fleury’s 
celebration was motivation for Game 7, which Edmonton won with an 
overtime goal of its own by Esa Tikkanen. 

Gelinas, who now works in player development for the Flames, still 
remembers – 31 years later – the impact Fleury’s celebration had on his 
underdog Oilers team. 

“I remember Theo Fleury coming in our building in Edmonton and he 
scored a goal in overtime and went the full length of his ice and got on 
his knees and celebrated,” Gelinas recalled. “You know, those things fuel 
up the opposite team and it fuelled us up. We went there to Calgary in 
Game 7…that goal [by Fleury] stuck with us.” 

Gelinas, now 51, spent parts of five seasons with the Oilers (and was 
part of the return for Wayne Gretzky when No. 99 was dealt to the Los 
Angeles Kings on Aug. 9, 1988), and also scored several big goals for 
the Flames during their 2004 run to the Stanley Cup Final. 

In the old Smythe Division, postseason Battles Of Alberta were not once-
in-a-generation events, but almost an annual rite of spring. Between the 
1982-83 and 1990-91 seasons, the two teams met in the playoffs five 
times, with the Oilers winning four of the meetings.  

“I think it was more or less the cities that were excited that the two teams 
were always facing off back then,” Joel Otto, who was a big rugged 
centre for those Flames teams, told TSN. 

“Having bragging rights is a big thing out here in Alberta. Unfortunately 
Edmonton got the better of us more often than not, but they were some 
memorable series and we are all looking forward to this round. It’s been a 
long time coming.” 

In those days, the Alberta rivals would play each other up to 16 times 
during the regular season – and that built-up animosity would carry over 
into the postseason. For the now 60-year-old Otto, the physicality of 
those rounds stands out. 

“I do remember the ‘91 playoffs was very physical,” he said. “I kept 
saying after the fact that I’d never been hit that hard so many times. 
Edmonton had a pretty big defence. That was how the game was 
played.” 

He isn’t alone. 

“There was a lot of hate involved,” former Flames goalie Mike Vernon 
said. “I was fortunate enough to play in the ‘86 series and it was just 
mayhem. Even the trainers got into it, hopping over the glass to get a 
stick that was thrown in the crowd. There was a lot going on. It was 
probably a lot more physicality.” 

“It was a jungle out there,” said Gelinas.  

While the games were raucous on the ice, the fans were cordial off it. 

“The fans were very respectful,” Otto said. “They were awesome…the 
passion from the fans for the most part was the same, it’s just the stakes 
are higher during the playoffs.” 

Vernon agreed, although he did have one intense experience involving 
Flames fans in Edmonton. 

“One time, I made the mistake on an off-day of going to the golf course 
and hitting some balls on the range,” he said. “My own fans were like, 
‘Shouldn’t you be practising? Shouldn’t you be doing this? Shouldn’t you 
be doing that?’ I’m like, ‘Okay, I’m out of here.’” 

Vernon, now 59, also remembers the gamesmanship. 

“The coaches don’t say much, they hide things, they say things that are 
off the wall, and you’re scratching your head,” he said. “It’s all about 
keeping your team focused in what their job is on the ice.” 

Vernon, being from Calgary, felt the extra pressure of shining against the 
provincial rivals. 

“There’s a lot of excitement about it but there’s also that pressure,” he 
said. “Grant Fuhr was the same way [growing up in Edmonton]. Patrick 
Roy played for the Montreal Canadiens and he grew up in Montreal. It 
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adds a lot of pressure, there’s no doubt. That’s just part of the game. 
That’s what drives us a bit and maybe forces us to play better. Us three, 
we had longevity in the NHL. It also pushed us to be better players, I 
believe.” 

Alumni from both teams will no doubt be watching as this second-round 
series unfolds starting Wednesday in Calgary, and a new chapter of the 
Battle Of Alberta is written.  

“I anticipate good hockey but very physical,” Vernon said. “I think that 
with the two-referee system, you can’t get away with anything on the ice. 
I think discipline is going to be a big key in this. Teams don’t want to be in 
the penalty box. Both teams have great power plays…I think both teams 
are going to play very cautiously from that standpoint so you’ll just see 
good hits. You’ll see great hockey. It’s a given.” 
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USA TODAY / Toronto Maple Leafs star Mitch Marner carjacked at 
gunpoint 

 

Analis Bailey 

USA TODAY 

 

Toronto Maple Leafs star Mitch Marner was robbed at gunpoint Monday 
night in a parking lot. The right winger's car was stolen.  

Just 48 hours after being eliminated from the NHL playoffs, Marner and a 
friend were at a movie theater in Toronto when three mask-wearing 
suspects – two with handguns and one with a knife – approached the car 
and told Marner that they wanted the vehicle.  

"Go ahead and take it," Marner, 25, said according to Toronto Sun. 

Toronto police shared a description of the event on their social media 
without naming Marner as the victim. 

The Sun reported that Marner and his friends did not have a gun pointed 
directly at their heads and the suspects only wanted the Ranger Rover. 

The three suspects are still at large. 

"He's doing all right," an unnamed person who was on the scene told the 
Sun of Marner. 

On Tuesday, the Maple Leafs released a statement to Global News 
Toronto confirming that Marner was the victim of the carjacking: 

"We can confirm Mitch Marner was the unfortunate victim of a carjacking 
in Etobicoke on Monday evening," the team wrote. "He was unharmed in 
the incident and the Club and Mitch are thankful for Toronto Police 
Services' support. Anyone with information is asked to reach out to 
Toronto Polices Services. TPS has asked that neither Mitch or the Club 
comment any further on the details of the incident as this is an ongoing 
investigation." 
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USA TODAY / NHL playoff predictions: With second round starting 
Tuesday, which teams will advance? 

 

Jimmy Hascup 

 

The Tampa Bay Lightning's reward for a hard-fought win in the first round 
is a meeting with the top regular-season team. 

The Lightning beat the in-state rival Florida Panthers in six games in last 
season's first round on their way to a second consecutive Stanley Cup 
title. 

“Many people said that might have been the series of the playoffs,” 
Lightning coach Jon Cooper said. “They’ve retooled their team and 
brought some big names in there and it should be a ton of fun." 

Since that meeting, the Panthers have added Claude Giroux, Sam 
Reinhart and Ben Chiarot, plus No. 1 defenseman Aaron Ekblad is 
healthy. The Lightning had to rebuild their third line because of salary cap 
issues, and Brayden Point will miss Game 1 and possibly more because 
of an injury. 

The Colorado Avalanche and St. Louis Blues also meet in a rematch 
from last year's first-round series (Colorado won in a sweep). The 
Carolina Hurricanes swept the New York Rangers in the 2020 qualifying 
round. The fourth series is the Calgary Flames vs. the Edmonton Oilers, 
the first playoff meeting in the Battle of Alberta since 1991. 

USA TODAY Sports' NHL staffers make their predictions for the second 
round: 

Colorado Avalanche vs. St. Louis Blues 

Jimmy Hascup: Avalanche in six. Not enough has been made of the 
Blues prevailing against the Wild with half of their regular defense. If 
Torey Krug and Marco Scandella return in this series, it will do wonders 
for the competitiveness of this series, but not necessarily the final result. 
The Avs are well rested and just too good. 

Mike Brehm: Avalanche in five. The Avalanche are loaded with talent, 
and the Blues have nine 20-goal scorers. But Cale Makar was seemingly 
unstoppable in the first round. If the Blues can't slow him down, it will be 
a short series, especially with goalie Darcy Kuemper recovered from his 
eye injury. 

Jace Evans: Avalanche in six. This has the potential to be a great series. 
The Avs have real pressure to get past this round, but they should be 
rested and ready. 

Calgary Flames vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Hascup: Flames in five. The Flames' 59% expected goals-for percentage 
in their seven-game win against the Stars was the second highest to the 
Penguins in the first round, highlighting how well goalie Jake Oettinger 
played. Couple the Flames' better finishing talent than the Kings and my 
lack of trust in Edmonton goalie Mike Smith and this could be a quick 
series. 

Brehm: Flames in six. They played a 9-5 game this season (won by 
Calgary), which shows the teams' offensive firepower. But the playoffs 
are more about limiting chances and Flames coach Darryl Sutter has 
been doing that. Plus goalie Jacob Markstrom has been slightly better 
than Mike Smith in the playoffs.  

Evans: Flames in seven: Two teams that hate each other with some of 
the best offensive players in the game. What could be better? 

Florida Panthers vs. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Hascup: Panthers in seven. It's the passing of the torch in Florida for 
conference supremacy, and NHL fans won't be disappointed with this 
series. The Panthers can compete with the Lightning in top-end talent on 
offense and defense and depth. The major questions will be in goal, 
where Andrei Vasilevskiy is simply better than Sergei Bobrovsky, and 
coaching adjustments. Tampa Bay's Jon Cooper has proven himself 
while Andrew Brunette is in his first playoffs. 

Brehm: Panthers in seven. The Panthers appeared to put together this 
lineup to handle a rematch with the Lightning. If Point can't play or is 
limited, it could be the difference in this evenly matched series. Panthers 
goalie Sergei Bobrovsky, who lost the crease in the first round last 
season, is playing better. The last three back-to-back champions lost in 
the second round. It could happen again. 
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Evans: Lightning in six. The comebacks were nice, but that Florida 
needed them to beat a mediocre Capitals team does not seem a great 
omen. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. New York Rangers 

Hascup: Hurricanes in six. After becoming the first team to notch three 
consecutive comeback wins in playoff elimination games in one series, 
per ESPN Stats & Info, the Rangers' resiliency cannot be questioned. But 
the Hurricanes are a much deeper and more skilled team than the 
Penguins and the Rangers are seemingly too reliant on their top two lines 
and goalie Igor Shesterkin. 

Brehm: Hurricanes in six. The Hurricanes play a highly structured game, 
so it will be difficult for the Rangers to come back if they fall behind. Igor 
Shesterkin hasn't played as well as he did in the regular season. 

Evans: Hurricanes in five. Credit to the Rangers for clawing back from a 
3-1 deficit to reach the second round in dramatic fashion, but Carolina is 
a different class of competition than the banged-up Penguins. 
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