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Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin a finalist for the NHL’s Lady Byng Trophy 

By Chip Alexander 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who won 
the NHL’s Lady Byng Memorial Trophy last year, is a Lady 
Byng finalist again this season, surprising no one with the 
Canes. 

“You could name it after him,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “He plays the right way and 
does it at a high level.” 

The Lady Byng is given each year to the player who has 
exhibited the “best type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly 
conduct combined with a high standard of play” — a 
description often used about Slavin. 

In addition to Slavin, this year’s finalists are Kyle Connor of 
the Winnipeg Jets and Jared Spurgeon of the Minnesota 
Wild, it was announced Wednesday. The winner is 
determined in voting by the Professional Hockey Writers 
Association. 

“It’s exciting, obviously,” Slavin said Wednesday. “It’s always 
an honor to be named a finalist for any award but for me 
that’s a character award. It’s who I want to be as a person 
and using my hockey to glorify God and how I carry myself 
on and off the ice. So it’s definitely an honor.” 

Slavin, often paired defensively with Tony DeAngelo, led the 
Canes in ice time per game (23:32), plus/minus (plus-35), 
blocked shots (121) and takeaways (74) in the regular 
season as Carolina won the Metropolitan Division title and 
allowed a league-low 202 goals. His 42 points and 33 even-
strength points both were career highs. 

Slavin elevated his play in the opening round of the playoffs 
against the Boston Bruins, He had eight points in the seven-
game series (two goals, six assists) and a plus-10 rating that 
was a team best. 

Despite constantly being on the ice against the other team’s 
best forwards, Slavin had 10 penalty minutes in the regular 
season and two minutes in the playoffs series with the 
Bruins. 

“I went more to the box this year than last year,” Slavin said, 
smiling. “But one of things I like to focus on is just 
positioning. Obviously skating is huge, just making sure I’m 
in a good position to set myself up where I don’t have to take 
reaching penalties. 

“I’m not a physical player, really. You don’t have to worry too 
much about roughing penalties. It’s just good positioning, 
good skating and good stick work.” 

Canes defenseman Brendan Smith said in his opinion there 
is no defenseman in the league better with his stick than 
Slavin. His hand/eye coordination is elite and his instincts 
usually on point, including when and when not to jump into a 
play offensively. 

“When you talk about a player, he’s obviously fleet afoot and 
he’s big and strong,” Smith said. And the fact he can do that 
and stay out of the (penalty) box, I don’t know what that’s like 
but it just goes to show you how good he is.” 

Smith once played with Hall of Fame defenseman Nicklas 
Lidstrom with the Detroit Red Wings and said there are 
similarities in Slavin’s play, joking, “He’s going to be happy 
with me saying that. 

“But there are some of those things that I see. He brings it 
every day. I think that highly competitive nature is why you 
become elite like he is.” 

The winners of the 2022 NHL Awards will be revealed during 
the conference finals and Stanley Cup finals. If Slavin 
receives the award again, he would be the first repeat winner 
since Martin St. Louis in 2009-10 and 2010-11, and the just 
the second defenseman to do it — Red Kelly won with 
Detroit in 1952-53 and 1953-54.
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Hurricanes surge past Rangers in overtime take 1-0 Stanley Cup playoff series lead 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still unbeaten at home in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs, but it took overtime. 

The Canes fell behind the New York Rangers in the first 
period, tied the score late in the third and then won 2-1 on 
defenseman Ian Cole’s goal at 3:12 of overtime in Game 1 of 
their second-round series. 

The Hurricanes, after some spotty play the first two periods, 
made a strong push in the third, tying the score on Sebastian 
Aho’s goal with 2:23 left in regulation. 

Aho first had a shot hit the metal but moments later finally 
beat goalie Igor Shesterkin after a setup pass from Seth 
Jarvis. Shesterkin stopped Aho’s backhander in front by 
extending his left pad, but Aho tapped in the puck for his 
third goal of the playoffs and soon had the game in overtime. 

Game 2 of the series is Friday night at 8 p.m., back at PNC 
Arena. 

For much of the game, goalie Antti Raanta was Carolina’s 
best player, finishing with 27 saves as the Hurricanes 
struggled to find their game. 

The Rangers converted a Tony DeAngelo turnover into a 
Filip Chytil goal at 7:07 of the first period and carried that 1-0 
lead into the third period. With the Rangers limiting the 
Canes’ offensive chances and Shesterkin facing few serious 
threats, the Canes were forced to play from behind for the 
first time at home. 

The Canes twice nearly tied the score 1-1 in the third on a 
Nino Niederreider breakaway, but the forward hit the 
crossbar with 7:23 left in regulation. But Aho would not be 
denied and Cole then won it. 

The Rangers, who lost three of four to Carolina in the regular 
season, were the quicker, more aggressive and efficient 
team in the first 40 minutes of Wednesday’s game, They 
pounced on pucks, managed the puck better when they had 
it and kept the Canes to the outside when Carolina did get 
into the New York zone. 

The Canes, who had not played since Saturday’s Game 7, 
outscored the Bruins 18-6 in the four games at PNC Arena. 
But they appeared a half-step slow in the first two periods 
against the Rangers, who were fueled by a Game 7 victory 
over the Pittsburgh Penguins on Sunday that came on 
Artemi Panarin’s overtime goal. 

The Canes had eight shots in the opening period and 
managed just six in the second. Had Raanta not been sharp, 
the Canes’ margin could have been 2-0 or 3-0 as the 
Rangers outshot and outchanced Carolina. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour juggled his lines in the third 
and the Hurricanes made a strong push, but Shesterkin — 
considered the Vezina Trophy favorite — would not be 
beaten until the final three minutes of regulation. 

The Rangers’ so-called “Kids Line” provided the first goal of 
the game and series. DeAngelo tried to pass the puck back 
to defenseman Jaccob Slavin out of the neutral zone, but 
New York’s Alexis Lafreniere swiped the puck and led a 
three-on-two rush into the Carolina zone. 

Chytil, filling the right wing, scored his second career playoff 
goal as Raanta tried to get across the crease. 

Brind’Amour’s line changes in the third included putting 
Teuvo Teravainen on Aho’s line and shifting Andrei 
Svechnikov and Martin Necas to Vincent Trocheck’s line. 
Max Domi, the hero of the Game 7 win over the Bruins, was 
moved to the fourth line.
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Hurricanes beat Rangers thanks to Ian Cole’s special moment. Here’s how it happened 

By Chip Alexander 

How does it feel to score an overtime winner in the Stanley 
Cup playoffs? 

“Claustrophobic,” Ian Cole said Wednesday with a slight 
smile. 

It was Cole who turned and stepped into a shot early in 
overtime that made the Carolina Hurricanes jubilant winners 
and the New York Rangers stunned losers. The veteran 
defenseman does not score a lot of goals and few would 
have picked him to be the sudden hero this night, but a hero 
he was in the 2-1 victory in Game 1 of the second-round 
series at PNC Arena. 

Cole. And Antti Raanta. And Sebastian Aho. Each was 
named one of the three stars of the game. 

It was Raanta who kept the Canes in the game as they 
sloshed their way through the first two periods, the goalie 
making timely saves after allowing the Rangers a goal seven 
minutes into the game. 

“He’s really good at recognizing that momentum and making 
those huge saves when you need them,” Cole said. “He gave 
us a chance to get back.” 

It was Aho who tied the score 1-1 with 2:23 left in regulation, 
sweeping in front of the net to finally get a puck past Rangers 
goalie Igor Shesterkin. That came after both Nino 
Niederreiter and Aho had hit the crossbar with shots earlier 
in third, Niederreiter on a breakaway. 

Raanta, after the game, said he sensed the game would end 
quickly in overtime, that neither team was holding back or 
playing it cautiously. And Cole did end it quickly, at 3:12 of 
overtime. 

“That’s what’s great about this game. You just don’t know 
who’s going to be the guy,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “Now he’s got that moment forever. That’s what makes 
it special.” 

After Shesterkin blocked a shot by defenseman Brendan 
Smith, Cole collected the loose puck in the right circle, 
looked for someone to pass to, saw no one, so turned and 
shot. And scored. Ball game. 

“Hockey is a game of weird bounces and it happened to go 
in,” Cole said. 

Suddenly, he had teammates flying at him for a group hug. 

“It was great having all your boys jump on you,” Cole said. 
“Visor got a little fogged up and the hair got in my face and I 
couldn’t see anything. Probably the only time I like that.” 

Cole is usually the guy rushing to jump on someone else 
after an overtime winner, but didn’t mind being in the middle 
of the mob scene. 

“Correct,” he said, laughing. “Certainly a role reversal, for 
sure.” 

It was Cole’s second career playoff goal but not, he said, the 
biggest. He won two Stanley Cups with the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, and his first playoff goal came in the Stanley Cup 
final. 

It was his Stanley Cup pedigree that made the Canes covet 
him in free agency and sign him in the offseason. Yes, they 
were adding defensive depth, but Cole had the wisdom and 
experience that came with playing more than 600 regular-
season and almost 100 career playoff games. 

A cool head was needed Wednesday. The Rangers were the 
better team for the first two periods, quicker to the puck and 
better with it. The Canes seemed stuck in second gear while 
the Rangers were humming along. 

That all changed in the third period when Cole said, “We 
came out with a lot of desperation and the right mindset.” 

The Canes’ forecheck was better in the third. The PNC 
Arena crowd was alive, urging the home team on. The 
Canes kept at it, tied the score. 

“We raised the level of our game, the intensity,” Brind’Amour 
said. “That got us back in the game and then obviously it 
carried over in overtime. I like the fact we just kept coming.” 

And Cole produced the overtime winner. 

“It’s great,” Cole said. “It’s not necessarily about this game 
but building toward that journey going forward. I mean, we’re 
not here to win one game in the second round and say, 
‘Well, that’s it, mission accomplished.’ We’re here to win a 
Stanley Cup. 

“This was a great step forward and I think it showed our 
resiliency as a team and our ability to kind of check 
ourselves and fix our game during the game. Not wait ‘til 
after the game and watch video and make that adjustment. 
We can do it on the fly, which is the mark of a great team, a 
very well-coached team. That was a great step forward for 
us.”
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Hurricanes courted disaster against Rangers rescued themselves before it was too late 

By Luke DeCock 

This was one time no one needed to be told how bad they 
were playing. The paint on the dressing room walls could 
and would remain thoroughly unpeeled. The Carolina 
Hurricanes had no illusions. They were getting their butts 
beat, and they were lucky they didn’t have to claw back more 
than one goal in the final 20 minutes. 

Their ability to self-diagnose was not unusual. Their inability 
to get to their game, to play their way was. The New York 
Rangers had a lot to do with that, but not all. The Hurricanes 
could see the problem. They needed only to look within. 

The lines were shuffled going into the third period, almost a 
rote maneuver at that point, even futile action a better option 
than inaction. But what happened next had very little to do 
with groupings and everything to do with the group. The 
Hurricanes didn’t get to this point in the season by 
capitulating. 

This may very well be the kind of game that jumps out as a 
turning point somewhere down this long and twisted road, 
because what the Hurricanes did in the third period — 
dominating play, denting the crossbar, and finally breaking 
through with less than three minutes to go to force overtime 
in a game they’d been largely outplayed — isn’t just what 
good teams do. It’s how great teams win. 

Ian Cole — him? — secured the 2-1 win 192 seconds into 
overtime, the Hurricanes’ fifth straight win at home, tying a 
franchise record, but his goal was merely the extension of a 
dominant third period that lay in stark contrast to everything 
that came before it. 

The Hurricanes courted disaster, got steered off course by a 
dogged opponent, struggled to find a way past an elite goalie 
and still emerged with the opening win in this second-round 
series. 

“I think one thing our team is good at is trying to be as 
objective as possible assessing our game,” said Cole, whose 
other playoff goal came in the Stanley Cup finals. “Realizing, 
hey, that wasn’t good enough, we didn’t get to where we 
wanted to be, how do we fix it? There’s still time here to turn 
this game around. Just because we’re losing 1-0 doesn’t 
mean the game’s over.” 

For 40 minutes, the Hurricanes got the five-on-five game 
they wanted to play, and didn’t get in the Boston series. They 
just didn’t win it. A strange combination of passive and 
jumpy, they were simply outplayed by the Rangers, who kept 
them on the perimeter while the Hurricanes seemed content 
to accept that. 

Even so, it was closely played, a Tony DeAngelo turnover 
that was basically an outlet pass to his former team giving 
the Rangers the one chance they needed; Antti Raanta 
stopped everything else, using the tips of his left toes to 
prevent Filip Chytil from scoring his second goal of the game. 

Through two periods, it was the kind of listless performance 
more typical of a Tuesday in January at the end of a road-
home back-to-back than a second-round playoff opener. 
Then, finally, the Hurricanes took control. 

“We definitely knew we didn’t play our best game,” Aho said. 
“We have to be way better, obviously. But we still had a 
pretty confident locker room. We knew it was a one-goal 
game. It wasn’t 4-0 or anything. We were right there and it 
was only going to take one shot to tie the game and we 
came out the right way.” 

The Hurricanes came out for the third period with reshuffled 
lines and renewed energy, taking the first seven shots of the 
period and pinning the Rangers in their own end for the 
better part of 10 minutes, albeit with nothing to show for it. 
But the chances were coming. Nino Niederreiter hit the 
crossbar on a breakaway. Aho dinged the metal from short 
range. Raanta had to make another big stop, on Kaapo 
Kakko, after an Andrei Svechnikov turnover. 

The building roared, and time ticked away. It took deft 
passing in the slot from Teuvo Teravainen to Seth Jarvis to 
Aho to finally break something loose, Igor Shesterkin 
stopping Aho with his left pad but leaving space for Aho to 
shove the rebound through as Aho flew past the post. “It’s 
not rocket science,” putting Teravainen and Aho together, 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, but it worked. 

The Hurricanes left it to the final three minutes. And it would 
take Cole less than another four minutes to settle things with 
a spinning shot from the right circle that took a deflection 
past Shesterkin. Those seven minutes turned defeat into 
victory, but they also have the potential to reverberate far 
into the future. 

“It’s not necessarily about this game,” Cole said. “It’s about 
building toward that journey, going forward. We’re not here to 
win one game in the second round and say ‘OK, that’s it, 
mission accomplished.’ We’re here to win a Stanley Cup. 
This is a great step forward and I think it showed our 
resiliency as a team to be able to check ourselves and fix our 
game during the game and not have to wait until after the 
game.” 

The Hurricanes were able to check themselves before they 
wrecked themselves. From such small victories may come 
much bigger ones.
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NHL playoffs results daily: Flames outslug Oilers; Canes outlast Rangers 

By Sean Gentille and Shayna Goldman 

Game 1: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 1 (OT) | Carolina leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Antti Raanta was the difference-maker for 
Carolina on Wednesday. He showed up for all 60 minutes 
when the teammates didn’t. The Rangers were the better 
team through two periods and challenged him with some 
high-quality looks. But he turned aside 26 of the 27 shots he 
faced, earning a .963 save percentage. When the shot 
quality he faced is accounted for, he saved 2.12 goals above 
expected, according to Natural Stat Trick. 

What was the key? It’s not how you start a game, it’s how 
you finish. The Hurricanes did not start this game well. The 
Corsi Canes got out-Corsi’d through two periods but battled 
back in the third. Carolina came out with adjusted line 
combinations in the hopes it would spark the club, and it 
evidently did the trick early in the period. The home team 
out-attempted the Rangers 22-9 in the third (which was 
played at five-on-five throughout) and generated 69 percent 
of the expected goals share. That pressure was kicked up a 
bit higher as time wound down, and that’s when Sebastian 
Aho cashed in. Carolina carried that over to overtime, out-
attempting New York 6-1 and finishing on that last attempt. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes were called for only one penalty, 
even while trailing for most of the game. Carolina was called 
for 331 penalties in the regular season and another 36 
heading into Game 1. Though the Hurricanes have an elite 
power-play kill unit that can support their occasionally 
undisciplined play, the Rangers have a dangerous power 
play that can challenge Carolina. That’s why staying out of 
the box is so important in this series. Carolina was called for 
one penalty in the first, which the Rangers negated midway 
through with their own minor. After that, it was five-on-five 
play only throughout. 

The moment it was over: When a game goes to overtime, we 
don’t have much flex here. It’s always going to be the winner. 
That one came courtesy of Ian Cole just over three minutes 
into overtime. 

The moment of the game: Though the Rangers had 
numerous chances to build on that, Raanta’s strong play 
between the pipes kept them off the board. There was an 
opportunity for the visiting team to really firm its lead with 
another goal when Kaapo Kakko generated a chance with 
just over seven minutes left in regulation. He basically had 
an empty net but couldn’t convert. The puck went right 
through the blue paint. So when the Hurricanes managed to 
pull even just minutes later, it was clear that missed 
opportunity bit the Rangers. 

— Shayna Goldman 

Rangers worry meter:    … The Rangers played two of 
their best periods of the season and still lost this game. 
That’s not ideal! 

Hurricanes worry meter:   … And we were worried about 
goaltending for Carolina going into the playoffs? 

Game 1: Flames 9, Oilers 6 | Calgary leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Mike Smith. Just kidding. Mikko 
Koskinen. Just kidding. Jacob Markstrom. Extremely just 
kidding. Of the many bizarre stats and moments and 
occurrences to come out of … whatever that was, we’re 
going to focus on one in this spot: 15 goals were spread out 
over 11 separate goal-scorers. That’s surprising, right? 
There were three multigoal guys by the end of this one, and 
just one of them had a hat trick. Matthew Tkachuk, take a 
bow. 

All three of Tkachuk’s goals were crucial in their own way. 
His first, a second-period power-play deflection, put the 
Flames up 6-2; a few moments earlier, Markstrom made 
what might have been the only big save of the night on either 
side. The effect was a huge momentum swing. Tkachuk 
scored his second after he darted out of the penalty box to 
scoop up a loose puck in the Oilers’ zone. That pushed 
Calgary’s lead back to two goals, 8-6, with 12:05 remaining. 
We’ll talk about the third goal shortly. 

That sort of top-end production was missing from the 
Flames’ first-round series against Dallas (in which 29 goals, 
total, were scored). Tkachuk was pulling a zero in the “G” 
column until Game 7. Now? He looks just fine. Throw in the, 
uh, extra engagement with Evander Kane before Goal No. 2 
— and, really, throughout the game — and we got the full 
Tkachuk experience. 

What was the key? It’s hard to pick just one, but the Oilers — 
in defiance of logic, everything about this game and their 
general identity as a team — went 0-for-4 on the power play. 
If you told me that we’d watch an Oilers game involving 15 
goals and none from the Edmonton power play, I’d have to 
question your hockey knowledge. Alas, that’s what 
happened. 

Edmonton’s five-on-five success was thanks, largely, to 
Markstrom; the Oilers put only 20 shots on him there, and 
their expected goals were a whopping 1.58, rather than the 
six they actually scored. Still, goals are goals — and the fact 
that a lethal power play put up a doughnut is both surprising 
and important. 

Key stat: 1993. That’s the last year an NHL team scored six 
goals in a regulation-length playoff game and lost. That 
team? The Calgary Flames, in a 9-6 loss to the Los Angeles 
Kings. Also, that was the last playoff game in which both 
teams combined for at least 14 goals. 

The moment it was over: Tkachuk’s empty-netter. I’m not 
totally sold on that, either. Shoutout to Keith Tkachuk, by the 
way. This is a man who watched his son score three times, 
seemed to have a lovely night with the rest of his family, and 
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refused to be pressured into throwing his hat on the ice. 
When you get a good one, you hold on to it. 

The moment of the game: With a special nod to Brett 
Ritchie’s goal at 6:05 of the first period to put the Flames up 
3-0 and chase Smith, it was Rasmus Andersson, all by 
himself in the circle, beating Koskinen to break a short-lived 
tie. 

Flames worry meter:    … It’s worth stating outright: 
Calgary beat the brakes off Edmonton in most areas of this 

game. If this is the version of Markstrom the Flames get, it’ll 
be a problem, but his night felt flukier than anything. 

Oilers worry meter:      … They’re down 1-0, and 
their issues coming out of this one aren’t as easy to explain. 
The Flames aren’t the Kings, either. 

— Sean Gentille 

On tap for Thursday 

• Lightning at Panthers, 7 p.m. ET (Lightning lead 1-0) 

• Blues at Avalanche, 9:30 p.m. ET (Avalanche lead 1-0)

 

Hurricanes vibe check: ‘We’re here to win a Stanley Cup’ 

By Sara Civian 

It’s not like the recipe to the Hurricanes’ success has been a 
mystery. In head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s tenure, the team 
has become known for a heavy forecheck, a high shot 
volume and preventing opponents from their share of all of 
the above. 

The Rangers had clearly been studying throughout the 
regular season, as they and the Canes were fighting neck 
and neck for the Metropolitan Division title. They ran with the 
knowledge and brilliantly executed the Hurricanes’ game 
plan against them for the first two periods in Game 1 on 
Wednesday. 

When we look back on this game, we might create a false 
narrative that Carolina didn’t come out hard, but the early 
minutes of the first period actually featured sustained 
Hurricanes pressure until the Rangers took over. You need 
to give them credit for protecting Igor Shesterkin so well that 
it took the Canes 8:18 to register a shot on net. 

They understood how the Hurricanes generate offense from 
defense, guarded the points and forced the Canes to the 
perimeter. 

“Give them a lot of credit,” Brind’Amour said after the 
Hurricanes’ 2-1 win in overtime. “They played a really great 
game. For two periods, they were the better team, no 
question. Especially in the first period. In the first period, we 
were just not there. (Antti) Raanta made a couple of big 
saves.” 

The Rangers outshot the Canes 22-14 in the first two periods 
at five-on-five, and they had a 77.74 percent edge in 
expected goals and a 7-3 edge in high-danger chances at 
five-on-five in the first (via NaturalStatTrick). They could have 
had two or three actual goals heading into the third if it 
weren’t for Raanta, who finished with 27 saves on 28 shots. 

“I think that we pride ourselves in playing a direct, north 
game,” said Ian Cole, who scored the game winner 3:17 into 
overtime. “We did not get to the level that we wanted to. 
There were some sporadic shifts in there, but generally 
speaking, we were not happy with our first two periods.” 

Thanks to Raanta, though, the Canes had a chance to 
regroup and find that level in the third period. Somehow, they 
actually did. 

It started in the locker room. 

“I think one thing that our team is good at is trying to be as 
objective as possible in assessing our game,” Cole said. 
“Realizing, ‘Hey, that wasn’t good enough. We didn’t get to 
where we needed to be. How do we fix it? There’s still time 
to turn this game around. Just because we’re losing 1-0 
doesn’t mean the game is over. We have a period here. Let’s 
go do it the right way. Let’s fix the problem.’ I think we came 
out with a lot of desperation and the right mindset. You kind 
of see how that tide turned.” 

“We’re pretty confident,” Sebastian Aho said of the mood in 
the room between the second and third periods. “We 
definitely knew that we weren’t playing our best game. We’ve 
got to play way better, obviously. But we still had a pretty 
confident locker room, I felt like. We knew that it was a one-
goal game. It wasn’t 4-0 or anything. We knew we were right 
there. It was only going to take one shot to tie the game. We 
came out the right way early in the third, so we got some 
momentum there. Obviously, we tied the game and had the 
OT win.” 

Then came a Brind’Amour blendorama. He doesn’t often 
change the lines, but it has made all the difference recently. 
He promoted Max Domi to the second line in Game 6, and 
Domi repaid him with two Game 7 goals. 

He shook up a few things ahead of Wednesday’s third period 
as well: The Vincent Trocheck line was struggling, so he 
swapped back Martin Necas for Domi, promoted Teuvo 
Teravainen to the first line and brought Andrei Svechnikov 
down to the second. 

The results? A 15-1 edge in shot attempts to open the 
period, a 70.97 percent Corsi advantage, 18-8 faceoff 
advantage, 68.94 percent of the expected goals for, and the 
all-important 1-0 advantage in real goals. 

“I think it was necessary to change something out there, and 
obviously it worked pretty well tonight,” Aho said. 
“Sometimes it goes like that. It gives you a little extra step. 
The coaches change the lines, so you know you’ve got to be 
better. There’s usually a reason why they mix the lines.” 

The Canes had needed more out of Aho since Game 3 
against Boston. He decided he wasn’t satisfied with the ping 
of the crossbar late in the third, so he cashed in on the 
second effort to force overtime with 2:23 left in regulation. 
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Aho needs to be at his best if the Canes are to make a deep 
run, so his competitive fire rearing its head bodes well. 

• Obviously, Cole’s first career overtime game winner was 
the moment of the game, but he also gave us the quote of 
the night. It encapsulated why the third-period effort felt more 
important than the overtime itself: “It’s not necessarily about 
this game, but it’s about building towards that journey going 
forward. We’re not here to win one game in the second 
round and be like ‘mission accomplished.’ We’re here to win 
a Stanley Cup. This is a great step forward. It showed our 
resilience as a team and our ability to check ourselves and 
fix our game and not have to wait until after the game and 
wait to make that adjustment in Game 2. We can adjust our 
game, which is a sign of a great team and a well-coached 
team.” 

• I found it interesting that not one penalty was called for the 
last 40 minutes of regulation. I am certainly not complaining, 
though. Let’s all soak in this rare moment of peace when we 
aren’t fighting over controversial calls. 

• Part of me says keep the band together (Teravainen and 
Aho), part of me understands why Brind’Amour likes to use 
reuniting them as a last-ditch effort. It’s always good to have 
a few options in the toolbox. 

• I know the majority of the bad vibes from the first two 
periods stemmed from the Hurricanes’ lack of urgency, but 
I’d keep an eye on the Rangers’ ability to neutralize the 
Canes’ blueline scoring. Tony DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin 
led Carolina in scoring in the first round, and it’ll be trouble if 
the Rangers keep pushing them to the perimeter as they did 
for much of Game 1.

Rangers start strong, ‘had good chances’ but lose Game 1 to Hurricanes in OT 

By Arthur Staple 

RALEIGH — There are a lot of ways to feel about this one. 

Mika Zibanejad, as you’d expect, was looking on the bright 
side after the Rangers’ 2-1 overtime loss. It’s hard not to for 
the Rangers, who played their two best periods of the entire 
playoffs in the first and second on Wednesday, limiting the 
high-powered Hurricanes to just 14 shots on Igor Shesterkin 
while keeping bodies away from the net front, making simple, 
strong plays along the walls and in the neutral zone and just 
overall playing a very complete game. 

At least for part of the night. 

“I thought we played great for the first 50 (minutes),” 
Zibanejad said. “There’s a lot of good things we can take 
with us from this game.” 

The danger in believing that the Rangers can replicate what 
they were able to accomplish through 40 minutes — we have 
to take issue with Zibanejad’s 50-minute assertion, since 
Carolina had the first seven shots on goal of the third period 
— is that there’s a very small chance certain key Hurricanes 
will play the way they did in Game 1. 

You likely won’t see Jaccob Slavin, one of the top 
defensemen in the league, post a 12.5 percent shot share 
(two for, 14 against) while on the ice against almost anyone, 
much less the Rangers’ Kid Line of Alexis Lafreniere, Filip 
Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. That line was magnificent in Game 
1, producing the Rangers’ only goal on a gift giveaway from 
Tony DeAngelo and a pretty feed from Lafreniere to Chytil. 

That line also could have had maybe three other goals. Antti 
Raanta denied Chytil later in the first, Lafreniere hit the post 
in the second and Kakko missed on a breakaway and an 
open-net rebound in the third, the latter a real dagger that 
could have made it 2-0 with inside of seven minutes to go. 

“I think we had good chances, he made some good saves,” 
Chytil said. “I think we have to make a little more traffic in 
front of him, score these goals — what was working for us 
last three games against Pittsburgh. Just put this to our 
heads now. We had good chances but we have to score the 
goals.” 

You may not see the Hurricanes’ top two lines neutralized 
the way they were in Game 1. Sebastian Aho did get free 
late in regulation for the tying goal off a mistimed Rangers 
forward change and a bit of a communication error between 
Jacob Trouba and K’Andre Miller — Miller was perhaps the 
best player on the ice in Game 1, burnishing his ever-
growing reputation with each playoff game — but you didn’t 
see much else dangerous from Carolina’s top six or really 
anyone else until the third. 

“You know they’re a good forechecking team, part of that 
defending was not defending much,” Zibanejad said. “Getting 
pucks out, getting pucks in. Something we have to keep 
doing.” 

It was easy to forget the Rangers battled the Canes to the 
final week of the season for the Jennings Trophy, awarded to 
the team that surrenders the fewest goals. The Rangers 
forgot that part of their game too against the Penguins, 
serving up great scoring chances on a minute-by-minute 
basis while putting up very little resistance to Pittsburgh’s 
forecheck. 

The Rangers were a different team on Wednesday here. A 
Hurricanes team that averaged 35 shots on goal a game at 
home this season was trying to play their game, throwing 
pucks from all angles and hunting them down, but they were 
beaten to spots by the Rangers, who played as a five-man 
unit in the slot and won more wall battles on breakouts in two 
periods than they did in seven games against the Pens. 

And yet. For all the good, the Rangers needed that second 
goal. Zibanejad’s line got worked over a bit by Jordan Staal’s 
checking line and the Ryan Strome trio wasn’t particularly 
effective at the offensive end. The best and most consistent 
forecheck and rush chances came from the Rangers’ bottom 
six — the Kid Line kids were the stars but let’s not forget the 
work of Tyler Motte, Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves, who 
were on the move all night and barely ever pinned in their 
own end. 

Ryan Lindgren ended up on the wrong end of Ian Cole’s OT 
winner, accidentally tipping a harmless shot behind 
Shesterkin. Lindgren missed the bulk of the first period trying 
to manage what’s believed to be a high-ankle sprain suffered 
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at the end of the regular season. The injury cost him Games 
2-4 against the Penguins and it clearly may cost him time in 
games, but he’s gutting it out and played another solid game 
even with the unlucky tip at the end. 

The major criticism of Game 1 was how the Hurricanes 
surged at the start of the third and the Rangers couldn’t get 
themselves sorted out for 10-12 minutes. “I didn’t think we 
got pucks deep enough,” Zibanejad said. “They’re a quick 
team, let’s not forget about that. They got their push. I 
thought we could do a little better job trying to push up 

higher, get into their zone, do what we did the first 50 
minutes.” 

There really isn’t much to fix. Score a few more goals, 
obviously. Don’t let Carolina get to work on the cycle. After 
watching how the Rangers defended against the Penguins, 
their overall Game 1 was impressive no matter the result. 

But the result is what matters, so for all the talk of carrying 
this one forward to Friday’s Game 2, the Rangers are still in 
a hole against a team that can’t be expected to be handled 
the same way next time.

 

 

 

Cole, Aho lead Hurricanes to Game 1 comeback over Rangers 

Aho tied the score 1-1 with 2:23 left in regulation before Cole 
won it early in OT 

By Shawn Krest 

RALEIGH — Ian Cole scored the second playoff goal of his 
career to give the Carolina Hurricanes an improbable 2-1 
overtime win over the New York Rangers in the first game of 
their second-round series on Wednesday at PNC Arena. 

For two periods, the Hurricanes looked sluggish and out of 
sync as the Rangers kept Carolina’s offense in check. 
Despite outplaying Carolina, New York was only able to build 
a 1-0 lead, on a first-period goal by Filip Chytil. 

“The first period, we were just not there,” said Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. 

The Hurricanes had yet to get off a shot attempt when Chytil 
sent the puck past goalie Antti Raanta. 

“They had a couple good looks and obviously, they scored,” 
Raanta said. “You were just trying to do whatever you can to 
keep the puck out, and maybe get a little bit luck here and 
there. You take that.” 

“He kept us in that game early,” Cole said of the Carolina 
keeper, “and unfortunately often.” 

The Canes were outshot 12-8 in the first period as Carolina 
trailed after one for the first time in this postseason. The 
Hurricanes were outshot again in the second period, by an 
11-6 margin. 

“We definitely knew that we weren’t playing our best game,” 
said Sebastian Aho. “We’ve got to play way better, 
obviously.” 

“We pride ourselves on playing a direct north game,” Cole 
said. “We did not get that to the level we wanted to. We were 
not happy with the first two periods.” 

It was time to make some changes. 

The message in the locker room before the third period was 
to get back to what the Canes have been doing all season. 

“That wasn’t good enough,” Cole said of the team’s locker 
room conclusion. “We didn’t get to where we wanted to be. 
How do we fix it? We had a lot of desperation, which is the 
right mindset.” 

“We had a pretty confident locker room,” said Aho. “We knew 
it was a one-goal game. It wasn’t like 4-0. We were right 
there. We knew it would take one shot to tie the game.” 

Brind’Amour mixed up the second and third lines to try to 
give the offense a spark, and it burned brightly to start the 
period. The Hurricanes had seven shots in the first five 
minutes, topping their shot total for the entire second period. 

“I think it was necessary to change something up there,” Aho 
said. “It gives you that little extra step. When the coaches 
change lines, you know you’ve got to be better. Usually 
there’s a reason why they mix the lines.” 

Rangers goalkeeper Igor Shesterkin was able to stop each of 
the shots in the Hurricanes early flurry. Then, he was able to 
get a little luck on his side. 

Late in the period, Nino Niederreiter got the puck on a 
breakaway and fired it past Shesterkin. The puck bounced 
off the crossbar, however, keeping the Hurricanes scoreless. 

A short time later, Aho had a breakaway and also saw it 
bounce off the crossbar 

“A goalie’s best friend,” said Raanta, who saw both shots 
from the other end of the ice. “It almost felt like we’re not 
going to get it in today.” 

“Maybe we’re getting what we deserve here,” Brind’Amour 
recalled thinking. “But I liked the fact that we just kept 
coming. We threw everything at them.” 
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Aho took encouragement from the tough breaks, however. 

“That’s sometimes how it goes,” he said. “We’re still down 
one goal. We knew we were right there. We’ve just got to get 
one.” 

With 2:23 left to play, and Raanta checking to see when he’ll 
be summoned to the bench for a desperation empty net 
offense, Aho took a pass from Seth Jarvis in front of the goal. 
His first attempt was blocked by Shesterkin’s left pad, but 
Aho was able to corral the rebound and push it into the 
corner as he went past the net. 

“Fishy (Aho) made a nice play to the end,” Raanta said. “He 
just stayed with it.” 

The game went to overtime, and Raanta knew the end was 
near. 

“When it started, you got the feeling it’s not going to take 
long,” he said. “It felt like the game was starting to open up a 
little bit more. Both teams are trying to win.” 

After a missed shot attempt, Cole got the puck near the right 
face-off circle. He skated away from the goal, looking to 
make something happen. 

“It bounced right to me,” he said. “I was looking to pass to 
someone, but no one was anywhere dangerous.” 

Cole decided he was the most dangerous Hurricane 
available at the time. 

“I guess I’ll just throw it on net and see what happens,” he 
said. “Hockey is a game of weird bounces. I’ll take it.” 

The end came 3:28 into the extra period and put the 
Hurricanes up on the Rangers in the best-of-seven 
conference semifinal. 

Brind’Amour knew that his team got away with stealing a win. 

“I’ve seen it plenty of times, where we’re the better team and 
walk away saying, ‘What just happened?’” he said. “It feels 
pretty good to be on this side. … We’re not going to get away 
with that — not playing for two periods and expecting to win 
a game.”

 

There’s something special about this Hurricanes team 

Carolina stole a win in Game 1 of their second round series 
with the Rangers 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Rangers coach Gerard Gallant was all smiles 
following Game 1 of his team’s series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

“I thought it was our best game of the year,” he said. “I really 
did.” 

His counterpart, Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, didn’t 
have as glowing a review of his team. 

“We’re not going to get away with that … especially this time 
of year against that team,” he said. 

You’d never know it was Carolina, not New York, that won 
Wednesday’s second round opener. 

And maybe that’s what’s different about the Hurricanes this 
year. 

The first round against Boston was undoubtedly a struggle, a 
seven-game grind that required Carolina to use every ounce 
of its home-ice advantage to finally dispatch the Bruins — a 
team that had eliminated Brind’Amour’s team in two of their 
three trips to the postseason since he took over on the 
bench. 

In Wednesday’s Game 1 against New York, Carolina looked 
a step slow with its positioning, a fraction off with its passes. 

In game that favored their style — all but 2:27 of the 63:12 
played was done at 5-on-5 — the Hurricanes spent two 
periods spinning their tires, totaling just 14 shots on goal 
while trailing 1-0 on a goal by Filip Chytil at 7:07 of the first 
period. 

If not for goalie Antti Raanta it would have been the type of 
game to put the consensus opinion that the Hurricanes were 
the overwhelming favorite in the series in doubt. 

Raanta — the same goalie who played second fiddle to 
Frederik Andersen all season and then had some fans 
calling for him to be benched for goalie-of-the-future Pyotr 
Kochetkov despite having better numbers in these playoffs 
— single-handedly kept it a one-goal game. 

But Raanta can’t score goals, and the Hurricanes weren’t 
even giving themselves a chance to do so against New 
York’s Igor Shesterkin, arguably the best netminder in the 
world. 

“We’ve gotta hold up our end of the bargain as players,” 
Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole said. “(Raanta) held up his 
end of the bargain, made some great saves keeping us in 
that game.” 

Outside of the Nino Niederreiter-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast 
line, the Hurricanes looked like a recently assembled beer 
league team in the first 40 minutes. So Brind’Amour shuffled 
his lines, most notably putting Teuvo Teravainen back on the 
top line. 

The hope was to get Sebastian Aho pointed back in the right 
direction. The Hurricanes’ top scorer during the regular 
season had not looked like himself since a collision with 
Bruins defenseman Charlie McAvoy in Game 6 of the Boston 
series, and he entered Game 1 against the Rangers having 
gone two playoffs games without a point for the fifth time in 
his career. 

The four previous times, Aho had put up multipoint games to 
avoid a three-game drought. Even one point seemed unlikely 
given how things had gone Wednesday. 

But Aho said the team, despite its poor first two periods, was 
“pretty confident” in the locker room. 
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“We definitely knew that we weren’t playing our best game 
and we’ve gotta play better,” he said. “But we still have a 
pretty confident locker room. We knew it was one-goal game, 
right? It wasn’t 4-0 or anything. So we were right there and 
knew that it was only going to take one shot to tie the game.” 

After two hit crossbars — one by Niederreiter at 12:27 of the 
third, the other by Aho with 2:47 remaining in regulation — 
Brind’Amour was left wondering if “maybe we’re getting what 
we deserve here.” 

“That almost felt like, you know, we’re not going to get it in 
today,” Raanta said. 

It only took 24 seconds of game time for those fortunes to 
change. 

Brady Skjei got the puck up to Teravainen, who floated a 
pass to Seth Jarvis in the high slot. Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba tried a sweep check to knock the puck away 
from the rookie, but he instead passed to Aho. 

Aho quickly went forehand to backhand and was stopped by 
Shesterkin, but he swung his hips around and banged in the 
rebound on his forehand to tie the game 1-1. 

Overtime followed, and Cole’s spinning shot from the right 
circle hit Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren’s stick and 
redirected past Shesterkin for the winner at 3:12 of extra 
play. 

It gave the Hurricanes an improbable victory in a game they 
had no business winning. 

“That’s what’s great about this game is you just don’t know 
who’s gonna be the guy,” Brind’Amour said. “And now, 
(Cole’s) got that moment forever.” 

Carolina might not be done making special moments this 
postseason. On a night when it looked like it might become 
easy to doubt them, the Hurricanes restored the faith of their 
fans — and maybe themselves — by finding a way to turn 
their opponent’s “best game of the year” into a win. 

“I think that’s what makes it special, hockey,” Brind’Amour 
said.

 

 

 

Canes top Rangers in OT to take Game 1 

By Joe Giglio 

The Carolina Hurricanes were on the brink of losing at home 
on Wednesday night in Game 1 of their second-round 
matchup with the New York Rangers. 

Sebastian Aho wouldn't let them. Ian Cole finished them off 
in overtime. 

Aho's goal with 2:23 left in the third period tied the game and 
Cole's overtime goal won it 2-1 for the Canes. 

It was a night of firsts for the Canes. First overtime game of 
the playoffs and first time they have trailed at home. Carolina 
won all four games on its home ice in the opening round in 
defeating Boston in seven games. 

Cole scored just 3:12 into the extra period to give the Canes 
the Game 1 win. 

It looked bleak for much of Wednesday night at PNC Arena. 
Filip Chytil scored at 7:07 in the first period and it was nearly 
all the Rangers needed to take Game 1 until Aho popped a 
rebound by New York goalie Igor Shersterkin. 

Goalie Antti Raanta made sure the Canes stayed in the 
game. He made 27 saves, at least two of the spectacular 
variety, in regulation. 

Alexis Lafreniere turned a Tony DeAngelo giveaway in the 
neutral zone into New York's first goal. Lafreniere set up 
Chytil for the one-time goal and the early lead. 

Raanta robbed Chytil with 5:18 left in the period with an 
incredible kick save to keep the score at 1-0. The Canes 
goalie stopped point-blank offerings from Ryan Reaves in the 
final minute to top his outstanding first period. 

Shesterkin led the NHL in goals against average and save 
percentage during the regular season but got roughed up for 
a combined 14 goals in Game 3 and 4 losses to Pittsburgh. 

Shesterkin was good on Wednesday but the Canes were not 
as crisp as they normally are and have been on home ice. 

The Canes, coming off of a 3-2 win over Boston in Game 7 
of the first-round series on Saturday, were a half-step slow 
and slightly off with their passing in the first period. 

The Canes' passes, especially early, were sloppy. DeAngelo 
tried to pass back to Jaccob Slavin in the neutral zone when 
Lafreniere stepped in front of it and then set up Chytil for the 
goal.
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Recap: Cole Plays Overtime Hero, Canes Take Game One 

Aho ties the game with 2:23 to go, veteran defender wins it 
just 3:12 into the extra frame 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Veteran defenseman Ian Cole scored the 
game-winning goal in overtime Wednesday night, giving the 
Carolina Hurricanes a 2-1 victory over the New York 
Rangers to kick off their Round Two series.  

Three Things 

1) Just Find A Way 

After struggling to find their game offensively through the first 
40 minutes, Rod Brind'Amour shuffled his deck for the third 
period. Amassing just 14 shots through two periods, the 
Canes head coach mixed personnel on three of his four 
lines, resulting in an instantaneous spark for the home side. 

Surging all period long, Carolina started to get their chances 
over the course of the final 20. However, after Nino 
Niederreiter hit the crossbar on a breakaway, and then 
Sebastian Aho found the same result moments later, it felt as 
if Wednesday just might not be the night for Carolina. 

Instead, 24 seconds after ringing iron, #20 stuffed home a 
second chance effort after a feed from Seth Jarvis to tie the 
game. 

The PNC Arena crowd erupted into a frenzy and with just 
2:23 to go in regulation the game was then pushed to 
overtime. 

Controlling possession throughout, having a 10-4 shots 
advantage over the final period and all the momentum going 
into the extra frame, the Canes agenda to start OT was very 
clear - keep the foot on the gas. 

All it took was just one elongated sequence of hemming New 
York in their own end and just 3:17 in Ian Cole floated a 
relatively harmless shot toward Shesterkin's crease. The 
puck deflected off of Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren's 
stick and in, giving the Canes the first game of the series. 

2) Another Outstanding Raanta Outing 

New York earned the first goal of the night 7:07 in after a 
Tony DeAngelo turnover, but that turned out to be the only 
one they would get all evening. 

Before that was the case though, they had threatening 
chance after chance, with Carolina relying on their netminder 
to keep the damage from getting worse. 

In the end, Antti Raanta finished with 27 saves on 28 shots, 
his fourth victory of this postseason that came in the fashion 
of allowing two goals or fewer. 

3) Let's Not Wait So Long Next Time 

Albeit they got it done in the end, it was very evident that the 
effort provided by Carolina through the opening pair of 
periods was not going to win them the game. 

Rod Brind'Amour cited making smarter decisions with the 
puck as something he'd like to see different, but he was also 
quick to credit New York for the things they were doing to 
make life difficult for Carolina from the start. 

The Rangers had almost completely taken away the Canes 
ability to use their defense for offense, an attack of which we 
frequently have seen from them over the course of the 
season. The commonplace attempts of tips, redirections and 
rebounds was sniffed out, so the crew will have to get 
creative with their offense ahead of Friday's Game Two. 

What They Said About It 

Rod Brind'Amour on what changed from the first two periods 
for the third and OT... 

"We obviously raised the level of intensity in our game. We 
played with a little more desperation, which we needed. We 
were lacking a little of that for two periods. It doesn't always 
work out, but we had a real good third period and that got us 
back in the game. Then it carried into overtime." 

Ian Cole's opening thoughts after scoring and continuing 
then on what he saw on the goal... 

"It felt good, obviously. Winning the game is what matters. 
Getting our first taste of OT is great. We turned it on in the 
third and then it continued on into overtime. That's a great 
sign as well because we weren't really happy with how the 
first two periods went." 

"We had some extended zone time there. Trocheck was up 
high, I was down low at the far side. We shot it and it 
bounced right to me and I was looking to pass to someone 
but no one was anywhere dangerous. So I decided to throw 
it on net and see what happens. Hockey is a game of weird 
bounces and it happened to go in. Not the prettiest, but we'll 
take it." 

Antti Raanta speaking on what overtime felt like from his 
perspective... 

"When it started, you had the feeling that it wasn't going to 
take long. You never know what's going to happen in OT, but 
it just felt like the game was going to open up a bit more. 
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They got their push in early and then Quickie started ours 
with his hit. It's just one puck at a time and you just try to 
make each save. Then you hope our guys can score." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to hold a limited practice Thursday 
at PNC Arena. Game Two is scheduled for Friday at 8 p.m. 
EST. 

Bonus Notes 

 In his 104th career Stanley Cup Playoffs game, 
tonight was just Cole's second postseason goal. His 
other came during the 2016 Stanley Cup Final. 

 Jesper Fast had a game-high eight hits.

 

 

Connor, Slavin, Spurgeon named Lady Byng Trophy finalists 

Jets forward, Hurricanes, Wild defensemen up for award 
given for gentlemanly play 

By David Satriano 

Kyle Connor, Jaccob Slavin and Jared Spurgeon were 
named finalists for the Lady Byng Trophy on Wednesday. 

The award is given annually to the player chosen best to 
combine sportsmanship, gentlemanly conduct and ability as 
voted by the Professional Hockey Writers Association. The 
winner will be announced as part of the 2022 NHL Awards 
during the conference finals or Stanley Cup Final. 

Connor led the Winnipeg Jets and set NHL career highs in 
goals (47), assists (46) and points (93) in 79 games this 
season. He was assessed two minor penalties, the fewest 
among the NHL's top 100 scorers (minimum, 50 games), 
while leading Winnipeg forwards in ice time per game 
(21:47). He was 12th among all skaters in takeaways (66). A 
first-time finalist, Connor would be the first Jets/Atlanta 
Thrashers player to win the award. 

Slavin, who led the Carolina Hurricanes in ice time per game 
(23:32), was assessed five minor penalties in 79 games, 
often while playing against the opposition's top line. The 
defenseman scored an NHL career-high 42 points (four 
goals, 38 assists) and was plus-35. He helped Carolina (54-
20-8) to first place in the Metropolitan Division, the fourth 
straight season it qualified for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

"Obviously, it's always an honor to be named a finalist for 
any award but for me that's a character award," Slavin said. 

"One of the things I like to focus on is just positioning and 
obviously skating is huge, just making sure I'm in a good 
position to set myself up where I don't have to take reaching 
penalties. I'm not a physical player really so I don't have to 
worry too much about roughing penalties, but just good 
positioning, good skating ability and good stickwork, not 
reaching and not trying to ever chase guys." 

Slavin won the Lady Byng last season and would be the first 
player to win the award in back-to-back seasons since Martin 
St. Louis with the Tampa Bay Lightning in 2009-10 and 
2010-11. The only defenseman to win it in consecutive 
seasons was Red Kelly of the Detroit Red Wings in 1951-52 
and 1952-53. 

"I talked the other day about awards and naming them for 
players, you could name [the Lady Byng] after [Slavin] and 
everyone would get it," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "Plays the right away and does it at a high level. The 
[penalties] are usually a flip over the glass or a missed call to 
be honest with you because he's so good at it. It's special." 

Spurgeon led Minnesota Wild defenseman with 40 points (10 
goals, 30 assists) and was plus-32 in 65 games. Minnesota's 
captain was assessed five minor penalties while finishing 
third on the Wild in average time on ice per game (21:09). 

Spurgeon, who was runner-up last season, helped 
Minnesota (53-22-7) finish second in the Central Division and 
set team records for most wins and points (113) in a season. 
He would be the first Wild player to win the award.
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Hurricanes defeat Rangers in OT in Game 1 of Eastern Second Round 

Cole scores at 3:28 after Aho ties it late in third period 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Ian Cole scored 3:12 into overtime, and 
the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the New York Rangers 2-1 
in Game 1 of the Eastern Conference Second Round at PNC 
Arena on Wednesday. 

Cole scored from above the right face-off circle with a wrist 
shot that deflected off the stick of Rangers defenseman Ryan 
Lindgren. 

"[Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith] shot it and it 
bounced right to me," Cole said. "I was looking to pass it to 
someone, and no one was really anywhere dangerous. I was 
like, I guess I'll throw it on net and see what happens. 
Hockey is a game of weird bounces, and it just happened to 
go in. Not the prettiest, but we'll take it." 

Sebastian Aho tied it 1-1 with 2:23 remaining in the third 
period. Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin stopped Aho cutting 
to the net on the backhand, but the forward tapped in his 
own rebound at the right post. 

"We raised the level of our game, the intensity, and played 
with a little more desperation," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "We were lacking a little of that for two 
periods. It doesn't always work out, but we had a real good 
third period obviously." 

Antti Raanta made 27 saves for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 
seed in the Metropolitan Division. 

Filip Chytil scored, and Shesterkin made 24 saves for the 
Rangers, the No. 2 seed in the Metropolitan. 

Game 2 of the best-of-7 series is here Friday. 

"Definitely a tough loss," New York coach Gerard Gallant 
said. "We've been there, done that. We've got to battle back. 
I was really happy with our game. [Carolina] put a big push 
on in the third period the first 10 minutes, and we weathered 
that storm. But the first two periods was perfect hockey for 
us. I thought it was our best game of the year, I really did." 

The Hurricanes outshot the Rangers 7-0 in the first half of 
the third and 10-4 for the period. Carolina forward Nino 

Niederreiter hit the crossbar on a breakaway at 12:37, and 
Aho did the same with 2:47 left. 

"I didn't think we got it deep enough," Rangers forward Mika 
Zibanejad said. "We got it out of our zone, but they 
regrouped pretty fast. They're a quick team. That's a really 
good team we're playing. Let's not forget about that. They 
got their push and got their crowd into it and got some 
momentum, and obviously the goal." 

Chytil gave New York a 1-0 lead at 7:07 of the first period. 
Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo turned the puck over 
in the neutral zone, and Alexis Lafreniere fed Chytil for a 
one-timer from the right hash marks. 

Raanta kept it a one-goal game for the rest of the period, 
stopping Ryan Strome cutting to the net at 11:56 before 
making the save on Chytil's one-timer with his left skate at 
the right post at 14:40. 

Raanta, in his ninth NHL season, made his first Stanley Cup 
Playoff start in Game 1 of the first round, a 5-1 win against 
the Boston Bruins. He took over as Carolina's No. 1 goalie 
after Frederik Andersen was injured against the Colorado 
Avalanche on April 16 and is 4-2 with a 2.13 goals-against 
average and .933 save percentage in seven playoff starts. 

"When you haven't got the chance to play these [games], 
you always question yourself like, what if I get the chance to 
play?" Raanta said. "It's obviously been a lot of fun to play. 
Now the stakes are getting higher and higher all the time, but 
you're just trusting your own thing." 

NOTES: Rangers defenseman Adam Fox was held without a 
point after scoring in each of the seven games (10 points; 
three goals, seven assists) against the Pittsburgh Penguins 
in the first round. … New York defenseman Jacob Trouba 
was minus-2 with three shots on goal, six hits and four 
blocked shots in a game-high 28:13. … Cole scored his 
second NHL playoff goal. His first came in the Penguins' 3-1 
win against the San Jose Sharks in Game 4 of the 2016 
Stanley Cup Final. ... Aho scored his 17th NHL playoff goal 
to tie Kevin Dineen for the third most in Hurricanes/Hartford 
Whalers history. They trail Eric Staal (19) and Brind'Amour 
(18). … Carolina forward Seth Jarvis got an assist on Aho's 
goal, giving him six points (three goals, three assists) in eight 
games in the playoffs, the most among rookies.
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Cole unlikely OT hero for Hurricanes in Game 1 

Defenseman's second playoff goal defeats Rangers in 
Eastern Second Round 

By Dan Rosen 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Ian Cole's visor fogged up and he had hair 
in his eyes. He couldn't see as he was being smothered by a 
swarm of teammates creating their own kind of storm surge 
around him. 

"A little claustrophobic," joked the Carolina Hurricanes 
defenseman. 

This was seconds after Cole's quick-flick wrist shot from the 
top of the right circle found the back of the net at 3:12 of 
overtime for a 2-1 win against the New York Rangers in 
Game 1 of the Eastern Conference Second Round at PNC 
Arena on Wednesday. 

"I was looking to pass it to someone and no one was really 
anywhere dangerous so I was like, 'Oh, I'll just throw it on net 
and see what happens,' " Cole said. "Hockey is a game of 
weird bounces and it just happened to go in. Not the 
prettiest, but we'll take it." 

This was all so new for Cole. He is usually one of the players 
pouring over the boards to celebrate with a teammate who 
scores in overtime. He's never been the OT hero himself, not 
in the regular season and, until 9:51 p.m. ET on Wednesday, 
not in the Stanley Cup Playoffs either. 

It was Cole's second career playoff goal; his first came with 
the Pittsburgh Penguins in the first period Game 4 of the 
2016 Stanley Cup Final against the San Jose Sharks. He 
has scored 29 goals in 670 regular-season games, including 
two in 75 with Carolina this season. 

"That's what's great about this game, you just don't know 
who is going to be the guy," Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour 
said. "Now he has that moment forever. I think that's what 
makes it special. You count on everyone, but it's nice that 
other guys that you don't talk about all the time can be a part 
of that and feel these special moments." 

The Hurricanes really had to work and show some resiliency 
in Game 1 for Cole to get his moment. 

They didn't come close to playing the way they want and 
expect to play through the first two periods, when the 
Rangers were outshooting the Hurricanes 23-14 and leading 
1-0 on Filip Chytil's goal at 7:07 of the first period. 

"We pride ourselves in playing a direct, north game and we 
did not get to that to the level that we wanted to," Cole said. 
"There were some sporadic shifts in there but generally 
speaking we were not happy with our first two periods. I think 
one thing our team is good at is trying to be as objective as 
possible in assessing our game and realizing that wasn't 
good enough, we didn't get to where we wanted to be, how 

do we fix it? There's still time to turn this game around. Just 
because we're losing 1-0 doesn't mean the game is over. We 
have a period here, let's go do it the right way and do it how 
we want to and fix the problem. We came out with a lot of 
desperation and the right mindset and you see how the tide 
turned at that time." 

Brind'Amour made line changes for the start of the third 
period. He put Teuvo Teravainen on the top line with 
Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis, moved Andrei Svechnikov to 
the second line to play with Vincent Trocheck and Martin 
Necas, and dropped Max Domi to the fourth line. 

The Hurricanes all of a sudden looked like a different team 
from the one that slogged through the first two periods and 
were thoroughly outplayed by the Rangers. They looked, 
well, like themselves. 

They outshot New York 7-0 in the first five minutes. Nino 
Niederreiter hit the crossbar on a clear breakaway from the 
blue line in at 12:37. Aho hit the crossbar when he was 
partially in alone on goalie Igor Shesterkin through the right 
circle at 17:13. 

Those pings could have been deflating. 

"You're thinking, maybe we're getting what we deserve 
here," Brind'Amour said. "But I liked the fact that we just kept 
coming." 

Aho finally broke through 24 seconds later, scoring off his 
own rebound at 17:37 to tie it 1-1. Carolina outshot New York 
10-4 and had a 23-9 edge in total shot attempts in the third 
period. 

"It's the attitude and the way we played that period," 
Brind'Amour said. "When you're down you have to up your 
game and that's what happens. Kudos to our guys, they got 
it going. Certainly, it was a good third period, but we're not 
going to get away with that, not playing two periods, 
especially this time of year." 

Antti Raanta allowed them to get away with it in Game 1 by 
keeping it 1-0 when the Rangers were pressuring, especially 
in the first period. He did a full split to stop Chytil at the right 
post with his left skate at 14:40 and made a sprawling left 
pad save on Ryan Reaves at 18:57. 

"Just trying to do whatever you can to keep the puck out," 
Raanta said. 

He did it enough to give the Hurricanes a chance. Aho made 
good on it, ultimately setting up Cole for his big moment. 

"It's great having all your boys jump on your and give you 
hugs," Cole said. "Visor got a little fogged up, hair got in my 
face, so I couldn't really see anything, but probably the only 
time I like that."
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Super 16: McDavid, Makar lead power rankings of top playoff performers 

Verhaeghe, Oettinger, Zibanejad also earn votes for play 
during first round 

By Dan Rosen 

The first round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs was so epic with 
offense, overtime games, Game 7s and comeback wins that 
it required one last look back with a special NHL.com Super 
16 power rankings. 

Following the format of the Super 16 in the regular season, 
Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid received the most 
voting points for the top players in the best-of-7 first round, 
regardless if their team advanced. 

McDavid was ranked first by 10 of the 14 staff members. 
Colorado Avalanche defenseman Cale Makar was ranked 
first by two, and Dallas Stars goalie Jake Oettinger and 
Florida Panthers forward Carter Verhaeghe each got one 
vote for No. 1. 

Makar, Verhaeghe and Oettinger finished second, third and 
fourth, respectively. 

A total of 37 players were ranked at least one time by one of 
the staff members. 

To create the NHL.com power rankings, each of the 14 
participating staff members puts together his or her version 
of what they think the Super 16 should look like. Those are 
submitted and a point total assigned to each. 

The player selected first is given 16 points, second gets 15, 
third 14, fourth 13 and so on down to No. 16, who gets one 
point. 

Here is the Super 16 for players in the first round: 

1. CONNOR MCDAVID, EDMONTON OILERS 

Total points: 216 

The Oilers captain led all playoff scorers with 14 points (four 
goals, 10 assists) in seven games against the Los Angeles 
Kings. McDavid factored in each goal in a 2-0 win in Game 7, 
scoring one and getting an assist on defenseman Cody 
Ceci's goal. He also had a goal and two assists in a 4-2 win 
in Game 6. 

2. CALE MAKAR, COLORADO AVALANCHE 

Total points: 200 

Makar led the Avalanche with 10 points (three goals, seven 
assists), had 20 shots on goal and averaged 25:26 of ice 
time in a four-game sweep of the Nashville Predators. He 
had 12 shots on goal and another 11 attempts that were 
blocked in Game 2. 

3. CARTER VERHAEGHE, FLORIDA PANTHERS 

Total points: 159 

Verhaeghe led Florida with 12 points (six goals, six assists) 
in a six-game win against the Washington Capitals, scoring 
the game-winning goal in Games 4, 5 and 6. He had nine 
points (five goals, four assists) in the final three games, 

scoring in overtime in Games 4 and 6 to help the Panthers 
rebound after falling behind 2-1 in the series. 

4. JAKE OETTINGER, DALLAS STARS 

Total points: 152 

Oettinger faced the most shots (285) and had the most 
saves (272) of any goalie in the first round. He faced an 
average of 40.7 shots per game in seven games against the 
Calgary Flames and finished with a 1.81 goals-against 
average and .954 save percentage. The 23-year-old goalie 
made 64 saves in Game 7, a 3-2 overtime loss. 

5. JACOB MARKSTROM, CALGARY FLAMES 

Total points: 120 

Markstrom had to be on his game in the first round 
considering what Oettinger was doing, and he was. He led all 
goalies with a 1.53 GAA and was second behind Oettinger 
with a .943 save percentage (minimum four games). He 
allowed 11 goals on 181 shots and gave up two goals or 
fewer in five of the seven games, including Game 7. 

6. MIKA ZIBANEJAD, NEW YORK RANGERS 

Total points: 97 

The center had a quiet first five games against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins, but made up for it with seven points (three goals, 
four assists) between Games 6 and 7 to help the Rangers 
rally to win the series after falling behind 3-1. Zibanejad had 
four points (two goals, two assists) in Game 6 and three 
points (one goal, two assists), including the game-tying goal 
with 5:45 remaining in the third period, in Game 7. 

7. VICTOR HEDMAN, TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Total points: 96 

Hedman's consistency was a big reason why the Lightning 
defeated the Toronto Maple Leafs in seven games. He had 
seven points (two goals, five assists) and led all defensemen 
with 27 shots on goal, playing 25:42 per game. 

8. JAKE GUENTZEL, PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Total points: 95 

The forward led the NHL with eight goals, scoring in every 
game against the Rangers except Game 6, and scored two 
goals each in Games 1 and 5. He had 39 shots on goal, tied 
for most in the first round with Boston Bruins forward David 
Pastrnak. Guentzel played 22:28 per game, fifth among 
forwards. 

9. SIDNEY CROSBY, PITTSBURGH PENGUINS 

Total points: 94 

Crosby's importance was felt when he was on the ice and 
when he was unavailable because of an upper-body injury. 
He was the Penguins' best player on the ice with 10 points 
(two goals, eight assists), a driving force behind Guentzel's 
eight goals. But when Crosby left in the second period of 
Game 5, the Rangers responded by scoring three goals in a 
span of 2:42 to take a 3-2 lead. Crosby didn't play Game 6, a 
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5-3 Pittsburgh loss. He had an assist in 19:54 of ice time in a 
4-3 overtime loss in Game 7. 

10. NATHAN MACKINNON, COLORADO AVALANCHE 

Total points: 71 

The center was a big reason why the Avalanche made quick 
work of the Predators. MacKinnon scored five goals, at least 
one in every game, and had an assist. He had two goals and 
an assist in Colorado's 7-2 win in Game 1.  

11. BRAD MARCHAND, BOSTON BRUINS 

Total points: 70 

Marchand's 11 points (four goals, seven assists) was tied 
with Zibanejad for third among first-round scorers. He had 10 
points (four goals, six assists) in three wins (Games 3, 4 and 
6). He was on the ice for each of Boston's two goals in Game 
7 and on the bench when Carolina scored its three goals. He 
was plus-6 in the last six games after he was minus-3 in 
Game 1. 

12. RYAN O'REILLY, ST. LOUIS BLUES 

Total points: 69 

O'Reilly had eight points (five goals, three assists) in a six-
game victory against the Minnesota Wild. The center scored 
in every game except Game 2, led Blues forwards with 20:37 
of ice time per game and won 57.1 percent of his face-offs, 
72.4 percent on the penalty kill (21 of 29). St. Louis won 59.5 
percent of its face-offs on the penalty kill, most among 
playoff teams.  

13. KIRILL KAPRIZOV, MINNESOTA WILD 

Total points: 58 

The forward scored seven goals in six games against the 
Blues. He had a hat trick in Game 2, a 6-2 win. He also 
scored each of the Wild's goals in Game 5, a 5-2 loss. He 
had 27 shots on goal in the series.  

14. EVANDER KANE, EDMONTON OILERS 

Total points: 56 

The forward provided the secondary scoring the Oilers need 
behind McDavid and forward Leon Draisaitl with nine points, 
including seven goals, against the Kings. He scored two 
goals in a 6-0 win in Game 2 and had a hat trick in an 8-2 
win in Game 3. Kane also scored two goals in Game 6, 
including an empty-net goal to seal a 4-2 victory. 

15. JACCOB SLAVIN, CAROLINA HURRICANES 

Total points: 54 

The defenseman had eight points (two goals, six assists) in 
the first round to tie for the Hurricanes lead in points with 
fellow defenseman Tony DeAngelo. He had two assists, four 
takeaways and two blocks in 24:03 of ice time in Game 7 
against the Bruins and was plus-10 while playing 23:02 per 
game. His only penalty was a delay of game for sending the 
puck over the glass in Game 6.  

16. ADAM FOX, NEW YORK RANGERS 

Total points: 53 

Fox tied Makar for the most points among defensemen with 
10 (three goals, seven assists) in seven games. He had at 
least one point in all seven, becoming the first Rangers 
skater and fourth defenseman in NHL history to do that, 
joining Miro Heiskanen (Dallas, 2020, second round), Larry 
Murphy (Pittsburgh, 1995, conference quarterfinals) and Paul 
Reinhart (Calgary, 1984, Smythe Division Final). He had four 
assists in Game 6, a 5-3 win. 

Others receiving points: Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary Flames, 
51; Auston Matthews, Toronto Maple Leafs, 33; Jordan 
Binnington, St. Louis Blues, 31; Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton 
Oilers, 26; Nikita Kucherov, Tampa Bay Lightning, 19; David 
Perron, St. Louis Blues, 13; Mike Smith, Edmonton Oilers, 
12; Antti Raanta, Carolina Hurricanes, 9; Rasmus 
Andersson, Calgary Flames, 9; Igor Shesterkin, New York 
Rangers, 8; Andrei Vasilevskiy, Tampa Bay Lightning, 7; 
Tony DeAngelo, Carolina Hurricanes, 5; Claude Giroux, 
Florida Panthers, 4; T.J. Oshie, Washington Capitals, 4; 
Aaron Ekblad, Florida Panthers, 4; Jonathan Quick, Los 
Angeles Kings, 4; Gabriel Landeskog, Colorado Avalanche, 
4; Artemi Panarin, New York Rangers, 3; Morgan Rielly, 
Toronto Maple Leafs, 2; Vladimir Tarasenko, St. Louis Blues, 
2; Aleksander Barkov, Florida Panthers, 2 

HERE'S HOW WE RANKED 'EM  

AMALIE BENJAMIN  

1. Carter Verhaeghe; 2. Sidney Crosby; 3. Connor McDavid; 
4. Cale Makar; 5. Jacob Markstrom; 6. Victor Hedman; 7. 
Jaccob Slavin; 8. Brad Marchand; 9. Adam Fox; 10. Jake 
Guentzel; 11. Jake Oettinger; 12. Ryan O'Reilly; 13. Claude 
Giroux; 14. Kirill Kaprizov; 15. Mika Zibanejad; 16. Jordan 
Binnington 

TIM CAMPBELL 

1. Jake Oettinger; 2. Jacob Markstrom; 3. Connor McDavid; 
4. Cale Makar; 5. Evander Kane; 6. Ryan O'Reilly; 7. Johnny 
Gaudreau; 8. Rasmus Andersson; 9. Victor Hedman; 10. 
Andrei Vasilevskiy; 11. Carter Verhaeghe; 12. Jake 
Guentzel; 13. David Perron; 14. Mike Smith; 15. Sidney 
Crosby; 16. Mika Zibanejad 

BRIAN COMPTON 

1. Cale Makar; 2. Connor McDavid; 3. Victor Hedman; 4. 
Carter Verhaeghe; 5. Sidney Crosby; 6. Jake Oettinger; 7. 
Brad Marchand; 8. Evander Kane; 9. Kirill Kaprizov; 10. 
Jordan Binnington; 11. Jake Guentzel; 12. Mika Zibanejad; 
13. Leon Draisaitl; 14. David Perron; 15. Jaccob Slavin; 16. 
Adam Fox 

NICHOLAS J. COTSONIKA 

1. Cale Makar; 2. Connor McDavid; 3. Victor Hedman; 4. 
Carter Verhaeghe; 5. Jake Oettinger; 6. Jacob Markstrom; 7. 
Sidney Crosby; 8. Jake Guentzel; 9. Evander Kane; 10. Mika 
Zibanejad; 11. Brad Marchand; 12. Nathan MacKinnon; 13. 
Gabriel Landeskog; 14. Ryan O'Reilly; 15. Kirill Kaprizov; 16. 
Adam Fox 

TOM GULITTI 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Cale Makar; 3. Carter Verhaeghe; 4. 
Jake Oettinger; 5. Jakob Markstrom; 6. Victor Hedman; 7. 
Ryan O'Reilly; 8. Sidney Crosby; 9. Mika Zibanejad; 10. 
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Johnny Gaudreau; 11. Jake Guentzel; 12. Jaccob Slavin; 13. 
Evander Kane; 14. Kirill Kaprizov; 15. Jordan Binnington; 16. 
Mike Smith. 

ADAM KIMELMAN 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Cale Makar; 3. Jake Oettinger; 4. 
Sidney Crosby; 5. Mika Zibanejad; 6. Carter Verhaeghe; 7. 
Nathan MacKinnon; 8. Evander Kane; 9. Jacob Markstrom; 
10. Johnny Gaudreau; 11. Jaccob Slavin; 12. Brad 
Marchand; 13. Jake Guentzel; 14. Antti Raanta; 15. Kirill 
Kaprizov; 16. Ryan O'Reilly 

ROBERT LAFLAMME 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Jake Oettinger; 3. Cale Makar; 4. 
Carter Verhaeghe; 5. Jacob Markstrom; 6. Jake Guentzel; 7. 
Auston Matthews; 8. Kirill Kaprizov; 9. Ryan O'Reilly; 10. 
Sidney Crosby; 11. Mika Zibanejad; 12. Adam Fox; 13. 
Johnny Gaudreau; 14. Brad Marchand; 15. Jaccob Slavin; 
16. Evander Kane 

MIKE G. MORREALE 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Cale Makar; 3. Ryan O'Reilly; 4. Kirill 
Kaprizov; 5. Nathan MacKinnon; 6. Jaccob Slavin; 7. Jordan 
Binnington; 8. Mika Zibanejad; 9. Adam Fox; 10. Jake 
Guentzel; 11. Auston Matthews; 12. Victor Hedman; 13. Brad 
Marchand; 14. Jacob Markstrom; 15. Carter Verhaeghe; 16. 
Jake Oettinger 

TRACEY MYERS 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Carter Verhaeghe; 3. Jacob 
Markstrom; 4. Jake Oettinger; 5. Mika Zibanejad; 6. Cale 
Makar; 7. Jordan Binnington; 8. Brad Marchand; 9. Mike 
Smith; 10. Adam Fox; 11. Jake Guentzel; 12. Leon Draisaitl; 
13. Antti Raanta; 14. David Perron; 15. Auston Matthews; 16. 
Sidney Crosby 

SHAWN P. ROARKE 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Cale Makar; 3. Victor Hedman; 4. 
Nathan MacKinnon; 5. Nikita Kucherov; 6. Jake Oettinger; 7. 
Carter Verhaeghe; 8. Ryan O'Reilly; 9. Leon Draisaitl; 10. 
Johnny Gaudreau; 11. Jaccob Slavin; 12. Adam Fox; 13. 
Aaron Ekblad; 14. Mika Zibanejad; 15. Aleksander Barkov; 
16. Jacob Markstrom 

DAN ROSEN 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Jake Oettinger; 3. Cale Makar; 4. 
Victor Hedman; 5. Carter Verhaeghe; 6. Sidney Crosby; 7. 
Mika Zibanejad; 8. Jaccob Slavin; 9. Ryan O'Reilly; 10. 
Nathan MacKinnon; 11. Kirill Kaprizov; 12. Jake Guentzel; 
13. Brad Marchand; 14. Jacob Markstrom; 15. David Perron; 
16. Evander Kane 

DAVID SATRIANO 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Cale Makar; 3. Nathan MacKinnon; 4. 
Johnny Gaudreau; 5. Carter Verhaeghe; 6. Jake Guentzel; 7. 
Jacob Markstrom; 8. Auston Matthews; 9. Igor Shesterkin; 
10. Nikita Kucherov; 11. Jake Oettinger; 12. Kirill Kaprizov; 
13. Leon Draisaitl; 14. Jaccob Slavin; 15. Vladimir 
Tarasenko; 16. Jordan Binnington 

PAUL STRIZHEVSKY 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Cale Makar; 3. Sidney Crosby; 4. 
Brad Marchand; 5. Mika Zibanejad; 6. Jacob Markstrom; 7. 
Adam Fox; 8. Jake Guentzel; 9. Carter Verhaeghe; 10. Kirill 
Kaprizov; 11. Auston Matthews; 12. Leon Draisaitl; 13. Jake 
Oettinger; 14. Artemi Panarin; 15. Antti Raanta; 16. David 
Perron 

MIKE ZEISBERGER 

1. Connor McDavid; 2. Jake Oettinger; 3. Carter Verhaeghe; 
4. Cale Makar; 5. Evander Kane; 6. Jacob Markstrom; 7. 
Mika Zibanejad; 8. Jake Guentzel; 9. Adam Fox; 10. Brad 
Marchand; 11. Victor Hedman; 12. Tony DeAngelo; 13. 
Jonathan Quick; 14. Johnny Gaudreau; 15. Morgan Rielly; 
16. Nathan MacKinnon
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Cole’s OT goal lift Hurricanes past Rangers for Game 1 win 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Sebastian Aho extended the game. 
Ian Cole ended it. And that allowed the Carolina Hurricanes 
to escape their first home loss of the playoffs despite being 
completely outplayed most of the night. 

Cole beat Igor Shesterkin at 3:12 of overtime to help the 
Hurricanes beat the New York Rangers 2-1 Wednesday 
night, making a late rally to win Game 1 of their second-
round playoff series. 

Aho had forced the extra period when he pushed one past 
Shesterkin late in the third period in a dramatic finish. Yet it 
overshadowed the fact that the Metropolitan Division winners 
were fortunate to win after the Rangers controlled the first 40 
minutes. 

“Kudos to our guys, they got it going in, it certainly was a 
good third period,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“We’re not going to get away with that, not playing two 
periods and expect to win a game — especially at this time 
of year against that team.” 

The Hurricanes won home-ice by securing the division title 
with a win against the Rangers in Madison Square Garden in 
the final week of the regular season. They nearly handed it 
over but instead will seek a sixth straight win here when they 
host Game 2 on Friday night. 

Cole’s rebound winner clipped the stick of Rangers 
defenseman Ryan Lindgren, with the puck changing direction 
before slipping past Shesterkin. 

“I was looking to pass it to someone,” Cole said. “And no one 
was really kind of anywhere dangerous. So I was like, ‘Well, I 
guess I’ll throw it on net and see what happens.’” 

“Hockey’s a game of weird bounces and it happened to go 
in. Not the prettiest, but we’ll take it.” 

The score capped Carolina’s late comeback, which began 
with the Hurricanes showing more urgency and aggression 
coming out of the second intermission. 

Carolina also got a key effort from Antti Raanta, who had 27 
saves and helped the Hurricanes hang around until their 
attack finally took its familiar form. 

“They put a big push on in the third period in the first 10 
minutes, and we weathered that storm,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “But the first two periods was perfect 
hockey for us. ... I thought it was our best game of the year, I 
really did.” 

Filip Chytil scored the first-period goal for the Rangers, while 
Shesterkin finished with 24 saves. 

Both teams advanced through grueling seven-game first-
round series, first with Carolina finally getting past Boston on 
Saturday followed by New York rallying past Pittsburgh in 
overtime a day later. 

The Hurricanes never trailed in that series nor in their four 
home wins. The Rangers had to rally from a 3-1 series 
deficit, which included Shesterkin — finalist for the Vezina 
Trophy for league’s top goalie and Hart Trophy for league 
MVP — bouncing back from surrendering 10 goals in Games 
3 and 4. 

Yet when this one started, it was the Hurricanes who looked 
a step slow while the Rangers gave up few quality chances. 
New York was also opportunistic at the perfect moment 
early. 

As defenseman Tony DeAngelo tried to send the puck back 
to teammate Jaccob Slavin for a reset, Rangers forward 
Alexis Lafrenière stole the pass to lead a 3-on-2 rush. 
Lafrenière passed to Chytil, who one-timed the puck from the 
right side past the extended stick of Slavin and Raanta at 
7:07 of the first. 

That lone-goal lead held up for more than 50 minutes. It 
helped too that the Hurricanes twice pinged the crossbar in 
the third, first on a breakaway by Nino Niederreiter and later 
from Aho in what appeared to be confirmation that it wasn’t 
their night. 

Instead, Aho followed by taking a feed from rookie Seth 
Jarvis and then going to his backhand side. Shesterkin made 
the initial stop, but Aho knocked the rebound across for the 
tying score with 2:23 left and set up Cole’s winner. 

“We wanted to win but we get a chance again on Friday to 
try to get the split and go home,” center Mika Zibanejad said. 

STOPPED SKID 

Carolina stopped a three-game home losing streak in the 
second round of the playoffs. They lost all three games 
despite having home-ice advantage in a five-game series 
loss to eventual two-time champion Tampa Bay last year. 

POSTSEASON WORK 

Both of Chytil’s postseason goals have come in the last four 
games as the Rangers erased their first-round series deficit 
and advanced. Lafrenière has three assists in his first 
postseason. 

Carolina’s Teuvo Teravainen assisted on Aho’s tying goal for 
his sixth helper of the playoffs, while Jarvis also posted his 
third assist. 

SIREN SOUNDERS 
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Retired Hurricanes defenseman Sean Hill, part of the team’s 
run to the Cup final in 2002, sounded the pregame “storm 
warning” siren for the team to take the ice.  

Duke women’s basketball coach Kara Lawson and Raleigh-
born PGA Tour golfer Chesson Hadley sounded the siren for 
the first and second intermissions, respectively.

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes top New York Rangers in Game 1, as veteran Ian Cole caps comeback 
in overtime 

By Greg Wyshynski 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole had played 103 
career playoff games before competing in Game 1 of their 
series against the New York Rangers on Wednesday night, 
scoring one postseason goal. 

Now he has two. Cole, 33, scored at 3:12 of overtime to give 
the Hurricanes a 2-1 come-from-behind overtime win over 
the Rangers, taking a 1-0 series lead in Raleigh. In the 
process, he became an unlikely postseason hero. 

"That's what's great about this game," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "You just don't know who's going to be the 
guy. And now he's got that moment forever." 

In overtime, Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith 
snapped a shot from near the blue line that was blocked by 
Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba. The puck bounced to 
Cole, who was deep in the zone. 

"We had some extended zone time there. I was looking to 
pass to someone, but no one was really anywhere 
dangerous. So I decided to throw it on the net and see what 
happens," Cole said. 

His shot deflected off of defenseman Ryan Lindgren and 
past goalie Igor Shesterkin for the game-winner. 

"Hockey is a game of weird bounces. It's not the prettiest, but 
we'll take it," Cole said. 

Cole was mobbed by his teammates as the PNC Area crowd 
was in a frenzy. It wasn't a position Cole has been in much 
before in his 12-year NHL career -- he only has four career 
game-winning goals, all in the regular season. Cole admitted 
it was "a little claustrophobic" being in the middle of the 
chaos. 

"Visor got a little fogged up. Hair got in my face. Couldn't see 
anything," he said. 

For the Hurricanes, it was a stunning rally after the Rangers 
controlled most of the game. Filip Chytil's first-period goal 
held up until Sebastian Aho tied the game with 2:23 left in 
regulation. Goalie Antti Raanta made 27 saves in the game, 
keeping the score close. 

"He kept us in that game for two full periods. Gave us a 
chance to get back. That's all you can ask from a goalie," 
Cole said. 

Cole gave the Hurricanes all they could ask for and more. 

His only other postseason goal was scored on June 6, 2016, 
with the Pittsburgh Penguins -- the first goal they scored in 
Game 4 of the Stanley Cup Final. 

Cole said the Hurricanes are playing for their shot at the 
Cup. 

"It's not necessarily about this game but building towards that 
journey," he said. "We're not here to win one game in the 
second round and be like 'mission accomplished.' We're here 
to win the Stanley Cup."
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Cole plays unlikely OT hero role, Hurricanes battle back to beat Rangers in Game 1 

By Wayne Scanlan 

Overtime goals are rarely things of beauty.  

But Ian Cole can tell his descendants about the artistry of a 
seeing-eye shot that sent the hometown Carolina Hurricanes 
to a 2-1 OT victory against the New York Rangers in Game 1 
of their Eastern Conference semifinal series.  

Cole, a stay-home defenceman who had just two goals in the 
regular season, stunned the Rangers when he took a loose 
puck, his back to the net, turned at the top of the circle and 
spun a wrist shot through traffic to beat Hart Trophy 
candidate Igor Shesterkin.  

Shesterkin looked helplessly at his defenceman, Ryan 
Lindgren, who had inadvertently redirected the shot, 
deflecting it downward, past Shesterkin. The goal, at 3:12 of 
the first overtime period, was the veteran Cole’s second 
career playoff goal.  

Just like that, the Hurricanes kept their perfect home ice 
record in these playoffs intact. They won all four home 
games against Boston in Round 1.  

“I was looking to pass it to someone and no one was 
anywhere dangerous,” Cole said, somewhat sheepishly. “So, 
I thought, I’ll just throw it on net and see what happens. 
Hockey is a game of weird bounces and it just happened to 
go in. 

“Not the prettiest but we’ll take it.” 

Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta, who continues to fill in 
brilliantly for the injured Frederik Andersen, made 27 saves 
for the victory. His best stops came in the first period, when 
the Rangers threatened to put up a big number.  

Otherwise, the two stingiest teams in the NHL, 1-2 in goals 
allowed in the regular season (Carolina first, New York 
second) put on a display of tight defence and solid 
goaltending in this series opener.  

It wasn’t until midway in the third period that play started to 
open up, and then the shooters couldn’t hit the open nets.  

At one end, Nino Niederreiter hit the crossbar on a clear cut 
breakaway, while at the other, young Kaapo Kakko missed a 
wide open net when he could have put the game away for 
New York.  

That left a little something on the table for Carolina’s best 
forward, Sebastian Aho. After receiving a nice feed from 
Seth Jarvis, the Finn broke in alone on Shesterkin, who 
made the original save but couldn’t stop Aho’s rebound. For 
the centreman, it was sweet retribution after he hit the 
crossbar earlier in the period.   

So much for the Rangers long-shot scheme of nursing a 1-0 
lead to the finish line. Aho’s goal, which came with 2:23 left 
in the third, was the culmination of a furious late push by the 

Hurricanes to the delight of a stirred crowd at PNC Arena as 
overtime loomed.  

The Rangers could only shake their head at the missed 
opportunities to end this one in regulation. Through 40 
minutes, they clearly held the advantage in play.  

“I thought it was our best game of the year,” said Rangers 
head coach Gerard Gallant. Asked about his team sitting 
back in the third period, Gallant felt it was more a case of 
Carolina pushing hard to get the tying goal.  

After a sleepy start, the Hurricanes started to find their legs 
in the second period and finally generated a few scoring 
chances. Yet, it was the Rangers who had the best chance in 
the scoreless second, when Alexis Lafreniere rang a shot off 
the crossbar in the latter half of the period.  

“We’re definitely not on our game,” Hurricanes head coach 
Rod BrindAmour told ESPN’s Emily Kaplan during the 
second period. “We’re making bad decisions with the puck 
and that is complicating everything.” 

On Tuesday, BrindAmour told reporters that the extra day’s 
rest between series didn’t do his team any good. They 
wanted to keep going after the Game 7 victory over Boston, 
he said.  

His Canes certainly weren’t sharp to start. A huge turnover 
by defenceman Tony DeAngelo, a former Ranger, led to a 
Rangers two-on-one, which Filip Chytil finished off nicely 
after taking the pass from Lafreniere. That gave the visitors 
the lead at 7:07 of the first period.  

Carolina was fortunate New York didn’t find the back of the 
net twice more in the first 20 minutes. Raanta made a stretch 
save with his left pad with Chytil all alone in front of the net. 
Chytil had lots of room if he could have lifted the puck, but 
was busy one-timing the pass and couldn’t elevate. A few 
minutes later it was big Ryan Reaves who forced Raanta to 
make a pad save, before Reaves got another shot on his 
own rebound.  

The Hurricanes knew they probably stole this one, but 
credited their ability to find their attacking game before it was 
too late. They rarely left the New York zone in the third 
period and needed all that time to get the equalizer and 
ultimately the winner in OT.  

“We’ll take the win,” BrindAmour said. “We raised our game 
and played with more desperation. But give them (the 
Rangers) credit. They played a really good game. For two 
periods they were the better team, no question.” 

Aho said the Canes were still a confident team, despite 
getting outplayed through two periods. 

“We knew we had to play better,” Aho said. “But it was still a 
one-shot game.”  
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The Rangers Kid Line of Lafreniere, Chytil and Kakko gave 
Carolina fits, but ultimately didn’t convert enough of their 
chances. Kakko’s empty net miss will cause nightmares back 
in Gotham.  

“We’ve been in this position (before),” Chytil said afterwards. 
“We just have to keep our heads up. I think we can take a lot 

of positives from this game – for two and a half periods, we 
played how we want to play.” 

The Rangers outshot the hosts 12-8 in the first period and 
28-26 overall. Carolina owned the faceoff circle, with a 59 
per cent advantage. New York’s Mika Zibanejad struggled in 
the dot with just 35 per cent success.   

Game 2 is Friday in Raleigh.

 

 

 

Lady Byng Trophy: Connor, Slavin, Spurgeon are 2021-22 finalists 

By Sean Leahy  

Kyle Connor of the Winnipeg Jets, Jaccob Slavin of the 
Carolina Hurricanes, and Jared Spurgeon of the Minnesota 
Wild are the three finalists for the 2021-22 Lady Byng 
Memorial Trophy. The award, which is voted on by the 
Professional Hockey Writers Association, is given “to the 
player adjudged to have exhibited the best type of 
sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct combined with a 
high standard of playing ability.” 

Slavin was the winner last season. 

The 2021-22 NHL Award winners will be revealed during the 
Conference Finals and Stanley Cup Final. 

The case for Kyle Connor: The Jets forward set career highs 
in 2021-22 with 47 goals, 46 assists, and 93 points in 79 
games. He finished fourth among all forwards averaging 
21:47 of total ice time and racked up only four total penalty 
minutes this season. This is Connor’s first time up for the 
award and he is also the first Lady Byng Trophy finalist in 
Jets/Atlanta Thrashers history. 

The case for Jaccob Slavin: Last year’s winner, the 
Hurricanes defenseman led the team in total ice time 
(1,858:52) and helped the franchise lead the NHL in fewest 
goals allowed (202), helping Antti Raanta and Frederik 
Andersen to win the William M. Jennings Trophy. Slavin put 
up career highs with 38 assists in 42 points and was whistled 
for only 10 penalty minutes in 79 games. A win would make 
him the first player to take home the Lady Byng Trophy in 
consecutive seasons since Martin St. Louis (2009-10, 2010-
11). 

The case for Jared Spurgeon: A finalist for the award last 
season, the Wild defenseman hit double digits in goals (10) 
for the fifth time in his career and reached the 40 point-mark 
for the second time in four seasons. He played 1,374:45 over 
65 games and served only 10 minutes in penalty time, the 
seventh time in 12 NHL seasons he’s been whistled for 10 or 
fewer penalty minutes — and escaped punishment for a 
questionable hit on Christian Dvorak in January. (The fine for 
his cross-check on Buchnevich doesn’t come into play as all 
voting is done before the playoffs begin.) A win would make 
him the first player in franchise history to capture the award 

Finalists for the 2021-22 Jack Adams Award, which is voted 
on by the NHL Broadcasters’ Association, will be announced 
on Thursday. 

NHL Award finalists announcement schedule: 

Norris Trophy: Victor Hedman, Roman Josi, Cale Makar 
Vezina Trophy: Jacob Markstrom, Juuse Saros, Igor 
Shesterkin 
Calder Trophy: Michael Bunting, Moritz Seider, Trevor 
Zegras 
Hart Trophy: Auston Matthews, Connor McDavid, Igor 
Shesterkin 
Ted Lindsay Award: Roman Josi, Auston Matthews, Connor 
McDavid 
Masterton Trophy: Zdeno Chara, Kevin Hayes, Carey Price 
Selke Trophy: Aleksander Barkov, Patrice Bergeron, Elias 
Lindholm 
Thursday, May 19: Jack Adams Award 
Friday, May 20: King Clancy Memorial Trophy
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Ian Cole lifts Hurricanes to overtime win in Game 1 

By Adam Gretz 

The New York Rangers might regret letting this one slip 
away. 

They played what might have been their best and most 
complete game of the playoffs, had a lead late in the third 
period, and then let it slip away against the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

Ian Cole scored the game winning goal in overtime to lift the 
Hurricanes 2-1 win to take a 1-0 series lead. 

Here is a look at Cole’s goal. 

This is a tough one for the Rangers. 

They knew they were going to have to be better than they 
were in the First Round if they were going to have a chance 

at winning this series. And they were. For most of 
Wednesday’s game they defended at a level we never saw 
against Pittsburgh and had a lead with three minutes to play. 
But a sloppy shift and turnover in the neutral zone resulted in 
Sebastian Aho scoring the game tying goal with less than 
three minutes to play. 

The good news for the Rangers is if they can duplicate this 
effort, they are going to have a shot at winning this. They 
were very fortunate to get through Pittsburgh with the way 
they defended and a repeat of that was going to probably 
result in a short series here against a better team that is not 
relying on a third-string AHL. They got that better effort on 
Wednesday. And that is the bad news for the Rangers. They 
played a great game, were in a position to get the result, and 
did not get it.

 

 

 

 

Connor, Slavin, Spurgeon Named 2022 Lady Byng Finalists 

The NHL announced that Winnipeg's Kyle Connor, Carolina's 
Jaccob Slavin, and Minnesota's Jared Spurgeon are the 
three finalists for the 2022 Lady Byng Trophy. 

By Mike Stephens 

The NHL's award season just keeps rolling on.  

The NHL unveiled the three finalists for the 2022 Lady Byng 
Memorial Trophy on Wednesday morning, with Winnipeg's 
Kyle Connor, Carolina's Jaccob Slavin, and Minnesota's 
Jared Spurgeon emerging as the finalists to take home the 
hardware.  

To offer a quick refresher, the Lady Byng is somewhat of a 
unique award, given annually to the player "adjudged to have 
exhibited the best type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly 
conduct combined with a high standard of playing ability,” 

In that case, all three finalists make compelling cases for 
themselves.  

Connor earns his first-ever nomination off the back of a 
wonderful season, racking up a career-best 47 goals and 93 
points as one of the lone bright spots during a disastrous 

Jets season. The kicker, though? Connor took just two minor 
penalties all season, managing to emerge as one of the 
premier players in the NHL while playing a nearly perfectly 
clean brand of hockey.  

Returning to defend his title from last season is Jaccob 
Slavin, whose 10 minutes of penalties is downright egregious 
by his standards, given that he only committed a single, 
puck-over-glass minor in 2021. Still, Slavin does the 
impossible in the modern NHL, logging nearly 24 minutes per 
night against top competition and rarely, if ever, landing on 
the wrong side of the rule book.  

Then there's Spurgeon to round out the group of finalists, 
whose total of 10 penalty minutes and his role as one of his 
team's most crucial defenders is remarkably similar to Slavin. 
Spurgeon scored at the highest pace of his career on a per-
game basis in 2021-22 while averaging nearly 22 minutes in 
Minnesota's top-four.  

That's as gentlemanly as it gets.  

With the finalists locked in, fans will have to wait a few weeks 
to find out who comes out on top.
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Canes fight back, take Game 1 on OT winner from Cole 

The Carolina Hurricanes didn’t have their best Wednesday 
night in PNC Arena, but a late rally and overtime winner from 
Ian Cole sent the home team out with a win. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

It was Ian Cole, just as everyone in the building expected it 
would be, who played overtime hero for the Carolina 
Hurricanes Wednesday night in game one against the 
Rangers, as Cole scored 3:12 into the extra period to 
complete the comeback win for the Canes.  

The Hurricanes opened up their second-round series with 
New York in the worst way possible, playing 40 horrendous 
minutes of hockey as only a great night from Antti Raanta, 
who made 27 saves on 28 shots faced, kept the home team 
within striking range in PNC Arena.  

But then a flip switched in the third, as the Canes played 
23:12 of electric hockey to get a late game-tying goal from 
Sebastian Aho before Cole sent the raucous home crowd 
home happy in Carolina’s first taste of overtime hockey this 
postseason. 

The first period was a brutal one for the Canes, who played 
by far their worst 20 minutes on home ice of the postseason 
so far.  

The Rangers dominated the play as the Hurricanes looked 
flat and unengaged, with New York holding a 12-8 advantage 
in shots, 7-3 edge in high-danger chances and a 1.75-0.6 
lead in expected goals.  

New York also had a 1-0 lead in actual goals after 20 
minutes, and that number was most definitely a fortunate one 
for the Canes as Raanta made a couple of massive saves to 
keep the Hurricanes’ deficit at one.  

The Rangers did convert once in the opening frame, taking 
advantage of an awful turnover from Tony DeAngelo in the 
neutral zone to make it 1-0. Alexis Lafreniere jumped all over 
an ill-advised back pass from DeAngelo, threading a good 
assist to Chytil for the goal on the far side.  

Chytil nearly made it 2-0 with his second of the game later in 
the first, though Raanta made his best save of the opening 
period to keep it out.  

The second period, while maybe not quite as egregiously 
bad as the first, still wasn’t very good for the Hurricanes as 
the game just kind of sputtered along.  

The Canes had some more sloppy turnovers, Raanta made 
some more strong saves and the Hurricanes played at least 
solid backed up in its own third of the ice. Carolina showed a 
glimpse of life in the final couple minutes of the second 
period, though still a long way from anything good.  

The Hurricanes came out in the third period a completely 
different team, finally getting to their game and taking it to the 
Rangers rather than playing on their heels.  

The Canes got the first seven shots on net of the period, 
attacking with some jumbled lines that injected some much-
needed life into the Hurricanes,  

The Hurricanes’ got a prime chance, and their best of the 
game to that point, with 6:45 left, as Carolina sprung Nino 
Niederreiter all alone on a one-on-one with Igor Shesterkin, 
who stopped 24 of 26 shots faced. Niederreiter’s shot beat 
the Russian netminder, though it didn’t beat the frame of the 
goal as it went bar down and out.  

The Canes found another post with just under three minutes 
to play, as Aho got in behind New York and rang one off the 
iron as well.  

But this time the Hurricanes got right back to it, as mere 
seconds later Carolina got the puck back and Seth Jarvis 
worked it to Aho. Aho crashed towards the net, and smashed 
in a follow after his initial backhand attempt was denied by 
Shesterkin.  

It didn’t take long in the overtime period for the Hurricanes to 
wrap things up, as a great shift in the offensive zone from the 
line of Andrei Svechnikov, Vincent Trocheck and Martin 
Necas ended with Cole firing from deep and seeing his shot 
deflect in off of the Rangers’ Ryan Lindgren. 

The Canes and Rangers will get back to it Friday night in 
PNC Arena for game two, with the Hurricanes looking to stay 
perfect at home in the postseason.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Raanta, Cole on Game 1 OT win 

The Carolina Hurricanes forced overtime late and then won it 
there Wednesday night, taking a 1-0 series lead over the 
Rangers.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

It wasn’t the prettiest overall effort, but the Carolina 
Hurricanes got a big game-one win over the New York 
Rangers in overtime Wednesday night in PNC Arena.  

The Canes struggled mightily for the first 40 minutes of the 
game, as only a masterful effort in net from Antti Raanta kept 
the Hurricanes within striking distance as the Rangers 
carried a 1-0 lead into the final frame.  

But Carolina turned it on the third period, with Sebastian Aho 
tying things up in the final minutes before Ian Cole played the 
unlikely role of overtime hero to give the home team a 1-0 
series lead despite being the worse team for most of the 
night.  

Following the win, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, Aho, 
Raanta and Cole spoke with members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On it being just how he drew it up: Not really. We’ll take the 
win, that’s for sure.  

On flipping the switch after the second: Well, we raised the 
level of our game and the intensity. We raised the 
desperation of our game, which we needed. We were lacking 
for two periods. Obviously it doesn’t always work out, but we 
had a real good third period. That got us back in the game 
and it carried into overtime.  

On what went so wrong in the first two periods: Give them a 
lot of credit. They played a really great game. For two 
periods they were the better team, no question. Especially in 
the first period. In the first period we were just not there. 
Raanta made a couple of big saves. 

On shifting the lines: It was not the changes, it’s just the 
attitude and way we played that period. When you’re down 
you have to up your game, and that’s kind of what happened. 
Kudos to our guys. They got it going. It certainly was a good 
third period. We’re not going to get away with that, not 
playing two periods and expect to win a game. Especially not 
against that team and this time of year.  

On the crossbars: I don’t know. You’re just like ‘maybe we’re 
getting what we deserve here,’ because they had a couple of 
good ones, too. But I like the fact that we just kept coming. 
We didn’t really change too much in the third. We threw 
everything at them. We were fortunate to get the tying goal 
and get away with the win.  

On being able to throw Aho with Teravainen: That’s the 
fallback. You always know those guys have the history. They 
feel good together. It’s not rocket science putting those guys 
together. It’s no different than the last series when the teams 
are putting their best players together. You’re trying to create 
a little different flow to your group. That’s all you’re doing. 

Obviously tonight it worked. You never know. It doesn’t 
always work.  

On Cole scoring the winner and infrequent scorers stepping 
up: Over the years, I remember Niclas Wallin was always a 
big one. That’s what’s great about this game. You just don’t 
know who is going to be the guy. Now he’s got that moment 
forever. I think that’s what makes it special. You count on 
everyone, but it’s nice that other guys that you don’t talk 
about all the time can be a part of that and feel these special 
moments.  

On the team being good at making in-game adjustments: 
They know what we were not doing right. They were on the 
bench talking about it. Again, to me it was more what New 
York was doing. They were on it. They were playing hard 
and forcing us to get away from what we need to do. They 
played a good game. It went our way. But yeah, all good 
teams the coach doesn’t need to tell them what they’re not 
doing right. They know.  

On good teams stealing games: You’ve got to. We’ve seen it 
against us enough over the years where we were the better 
team and you’re going ‘wait, what just happened?’ It feels 
pretty good to be on this side of it sometimes where you can 
say you snuck one out.  

On Raanta saying he sensed OT would end quickly: It 
happens a lot. It can happen any time, but it seems to a lot of 
times happen either quick or not at all until later. I think they 
had a couple looks, and then we had that one good shift. 
That was a real-good shift that led to the goal.  

Sebastian Aho 

On the chemistry between him and Teravainen even when 
they’ve been separated: We definitely have played enough 
together to know what to expect from each other. He’s an 
elite player. I think it was necessary to change something out 
there, and obviously it worked pretty well tonight. Sometimes 
it goes like that. It gives you a little extra step. The coaches 
change the lines, so you know you’ve got to be better. 
There’s usually a reason why they mix the lines. Pretty good 
response through the lineup after those changes.  

On why they had so much trouble getting to their game in the 
first 40 minutes and on what changed: That’s a great 
question. I guess if we knew the answer than we would come 
out right away. But you’ve got to give them credit, too. They 
played a pretty strong game. We know we have to ready 
right from the get go and have a better first period, but 
obviously tonight the third was huge and we got the win in 
OT.  

On the mood in the locker room after two periods: We’re 
pretty confident. We definitely knew that we weren’t playing 
our best game. We’ve got to play way better, obviously. But 
we still had a pretty confident locker room, I felt like. We 
knew that it was a one-goal game. It wasn’t 4-0 or anything. 
We knew we were right there. It was only going to take one 
shot to tie the game. We came out the right way early in the 
third, so we got some momentum there. Obviously we tied 
the game and had the OT win. 
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On Raanta: He’s been so good all year. Yes, I’m not 
surprised at the level he’s playing at right now.  

On Raanta stepping up in the playoffs: I’ve seen him give us 
a chance to win every single night. That’s all you can ask 
from the goalie. Freddie being out for a while now, so he’s 
been huge for us. He’s been very good. He gives us the 
chance to win every night.  

On the confidence after the tying goal: Kind of the message 
in the locker room was to keep doing what we did in the third. 
That’s about it.  

On what Cole has brought to the team: He’s a very, very 
solid D-man. He’s very good on the PK. He’s strong. It 
obviously doesn’t hurt that he’s been there and done that. 
He’s a pretty calm guy in the locker room. He’s been very 
good.  

On the crossbars: That’s sometimes how it goes. But we 
were still down one goal. We knew we were right there. We 
just had to get one. Pretty good job to not start chasing the 
game. We were pretty patient to just wait for our chances. 
Very good that we tied the game.  

On the biggest difference in the third period: The biggest 
difference was our mentality and how we played. We turned 
the puck over a little bit too much in the first and the second. 
We didn’t get the momentum, the forecheck going. In the 
third, right away, we went in there and started to play our 
game, which is obviously forechecking hard and making 
them turn the puck over. We shot the puck more in the third, 
too, so you always get a little momentum on those.  

Antti Raanta 

On keeping it at 1-0: Obviously it was big. The Rangers were 
playing good. I think we started to play, in the third period, 
we started to look like we wanted. They had a couple good 
looks and scored. You were just trying to do whatever you 
can to keep the puck out. Maybe a little bit of luck here and 
there, but you take that.  

On this being the opportunity he was waiting for: Yeah, it’s 
kind of been where you’ve always been thinking ‘am I good 
enough to be playing these games?’ When you haven’t 
gotten the chance to play these, you’ve always been 
questioning yourself like ‘what if I get the chance to play?’ 
And now obviously it’s obviously been a lot of fun to play. As 
the first round started to go on, I started to get more 
comfortable. Now the stakes are getting higher and higher. 
You’re just trusting your own thing, and it’s been working 
pretty nicely. And obviously the team in front of me has been 
doing a great job, so it’s obviously a lot of fun to play these 
games right now.  

On what overtime felt like: When it started, you had the 
feeling that it wasn’t going to take long. Obviously you never 
know what happens in OT, but the game started to open up 
a little bit more. They got their push in there early, and then 
[Jesper Fast] with that hit started where we scored. It’s 
another first one to get that overtime. It’s one puck at a time, 
and you just try to make sure you make the save and hope 
our guys can score.  

On why it felt like OT was going to end quick: It just looked 
like that, how the game started and the OT. It just felt like 

both teams were trying to win. It wasn’t like we were going to 
stay in the neutral zone and dump the pucks in. You just had 
that feeling that it’s not going to take long. We could easily 
still be playing. How long, you never know. But you just had 
that feeling.  

On the Canes hitting the post twice in the third: It’s a goalie’s 
best friend. Obviously when we were chasing the game and 
trying to get that first one in and Nino got that crossbar and 
then somebody else, that almost felt like we weren’t going to 
get it in today. But then obviously [Aho] made a nice play 
playing to the end. Shesterkin made a great first save, and 
[Aho] just stayed with it. It’s something that goalies need 
sometimes, to get the post and crossbar on your side.  

On the biggest difference in the Canes’ game after the 
second period: I think we just started to get the pucks deep 
and actually got the forecheck going. It wasn’t just like dump 
the puck in and one guy goes there, it was more of the three 
forwards and D-men following the play. We started to get the 
pucks to the net, also. That’s something we’ve been doing 
the whole year. You could just see that the crowd got going. 
It was nice to see our guys get into our game and started to 
get chances at the end there. And obviously we scored the 
goal. It was a good change from the first two periods.  

On how close he was to heading to the bench: It started to 
be in that time where [Brind’Amour] would pull me. It’s 
obviously nice when you don’t have to go there. You’re 
getting more nervous when you’re sitting on the bench and 
watching six guys try to score. It was obviously nice to get 
that.  

On seeing that this team can survive a game like this in the 
playoffs: It kind of shows that we just keep fighting to the 
end. We keep pushing. We keep trying to play our game to 
the end. Whatever happens happens. In the playoffs you 
have to have a short memory, also. Obviously the third 
period and overtime gives us a lot of confidence going 
forward to the next game. We know what we have to do to 
be successful.  

Ian Cole 

On this being exactly what they brought him here for: Yes. 
Precisely.  

On the feeling of the OT winner: It felt good, obviously. 
Winning the game is what matters. Getting our first taste of 
OT is great. Turning it on in the third period and continuing 
that into OT was a great sign as well because we weren’t so 
happy with how the first two periods went.  

On what he saw on his goal: We had some extended zone 
time there. I think Trocheck was up high and I was down low 
on the far-side dot, and it kind of bounced right to me. I was 
looking to pass it to someone but no one was anywhere 
dangerous, so I just threw it on net to see what happens. 
Hockey is a game of weird bounces, and it just happens to 
go in. It’s not the prettiest, but we’ll take it.  

On the mood after the second period: I think that we pride 
ourselves in playing a direct, north game. We did not get to 
that to the level that we wanted to. There were some 
sporadic shifts in there, but generally speaking we were not 
happy with our first two periods. I think one thing that our 
team is good at is trying to be as objective as possible in 
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assessing our game and realizing ‘hey, that wasn’t good 
enough. We didn’t get to where we needed to be. How do we 
fix it? There’s still time to turn this game around. Just 
because we’re losing 1-0 doesn’t mean the game is over. We 
have a period here. Let’s go do it the right way. Let’s fix the 
problem.’ I think we came out with a lot of desperation and 
the right mindset. You kind of see how that tide turned.  

On who was the loudest in the room: We have a great team 
full of a lot of leaders, even some young guys who are great 
leaders. It wasn’t one person. It was leadership by 
committee, which I think is the best way to do it.  

On if he remembers his first playoff goal and on how this 
compares: Well, that one was actually in the Stanley Cup 
Final. It wasn’t an OT winner, but I’ll take the finals goal over 
the second round any day. Goals are great, but as long as 
we win that’s what matters. 

On Raanta: He was great for us. He kept us in that game 
early and, unfortunately, often. He was so good for us. He’s 
really great at recognizing that momentum and making those 
huge saves when you need them, those spectacular saves, 
but then all of the saves he’s supposed to, too. He kept us in 
that game for two full periods that we were not playing great. 
He gave us a chance to get back, which is as much as you 
can ask of from a goalie. He’s been fantastic for us. Enough 
can’t be said about how he’s playing.  

On the crossbars and on what they’re thinking when they 
have those and on Raanta saying it felt like they maybe just 
weren’t going to get one: We’ve got to hold up our end of the 
bargain as players. He held up his end of the bargain and 
made some great saves keeping us in that. Regardless of 
how many saves the other goalie makes or how many posts 
we get or chances we get, ultimately it only matters if you 
score. We stepped up and [Aho] scored, and really it was a 
great play by all three of the forwards on that line. Great play 
by [Teravainen] back to Jarvis back to [Aho] and staying with 
it and not flying by the net. And he’s so great at that. Huge 
goal by those guys to give us a chance to get into OT and 
obviously continuing it into OT was huge, and it was all 
thanks to Raanta eventually.  

On the celebration: A little claustrophobic, maybe. It’s great 
having all your boys jump on you and give you hugs. It’s 
great. My visor got fogged up, hair got in my face so I 
couldn’t see anything. But probably the only time I like that.  

On him normally being the guy swarming the goal scorers: 
Correct. Usually I’m very happy for the goal scorer and I try 
to get to the goalie since without them we don’t have a 
chance. That held true today. But yes, certainly a role 
reversal today.  

On good defense leading to the offense and on limiting New 
York: I think we did not do a good enough job at limiting 
them. I think they still had not a ton of chances, but certainly 
some glorious ones. Raanta made some unbelievable saves. 
When we’re at our best then yes, a great defense leads to 
offense. But also a great offense can lead to some great 
defense, too. When we’re hanging onto pucks and playing in 
the O-zone and all they can do is grab it and throw it down, 
that’s a staple of our game as well. It’s not one or the other, 
it’s both. I think a great defense leads to offense. I think a 
great offense leads to great defense. It’s all kind of rolled into 
one. When we’re rolling, we do that on both sides of the puck 
really well. We just didn’t get to that early, but we did get to it 
late which matters.  

On this win with this team: It’s great. It’s not necessarily 
about this game, but it’s about building towards that journey 
going forward. We’re not here to win one game in the second 
round and be like ‘mission accomplished’. This is a great 
step forward. It showed our resilience as a team and our 
ability to check ourselves and fix our game and not have to 
wait until after the game and wait to make that adjustment in 
game two. We can adjust our game, which is a sign of a 
great team and a well-coached team. That’s good. That’s a 
great step forward for us.  

On Brendan Smith giving him scouting reports on the 
Rangers: We’re pretty fortunate to have quite a few ex-
Rangers on our team. We get a pretty good scouting report 
from the boys, [Smith] included for sure. It’s helpful. Guys 
always have tendencies, and any time you can get a little bit 
of a read on it or a little bit of a tendency it’s beneficial.
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Hurricanes scrape out overtime win against Rangers in game one of series  

By Sam Overton 

Despite a slow start, the Carolina Hurricanes nabbed an 
overtime win against the New York Rangers in the first game 
of the second round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs at PNC 
Arena on Wednesday, May 18. 

Carolina struggled across the first and second periods of 
game one, and top players consistently underperformed — 
with the exception of goaltender Antti Raanta, who led the 
Canes for the bulk of the matchup.  

After the Rangers’ overtime win against the Pittsburgh 
Penguins on Sunday evening to advance, it became clear 
New York wouldn’t go down without a fight. Rangers 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin is the player to beat for the Canes 
this series — a heavy favorite for the Vezina Trophy, the 
Moscow native is certainly going to be tough competition for 
Carolina’s offense. 

The first set of penalties came a mere minute and a half into 
the first period. Right wing Nino Niederreiter was sent to the 
box for high sticking against New York defenseman Adam 
Fox. Twenty-seven seconds later, however, center Ryan 
Strome of the Rangers was penalized for tripping, cutting 
New York’s opportunity short. 

The Rangers didn’t falter for long, though. Seven minutes 
into the first period, New York center Filip Chytil tucked away 
the first goal of the game and put the Canes behind for the 
first time at home in the playoffs. The Rangers were able to 
take advantage of the many holes in Carolina’s offense — 
the Hurricanes were hardly able to match New York’s 
physicality and skill in the first period, and the team as a 
whole seemed unfocused. 

Carolina’s offense surely didn’t ramp up by the end of the 
first period, but the team had captured a couple more shots 
on goal, at least. Raanta was far and away the Canes’ star 
on the ice across the first 20 minutes of gameplay — without 
him, who knows what the goal difference could have been. 

The second period was about as underwhelming for the 
Canes as the first. Carolina lacked offensive and defensive 
follow-through, mostly thanks to an apparent inability to keep 
the puck within the front line for more than a couple passes 
at a time. Although the second period ended up fairly 
uneventful — no penalties, no goals — it certainly wasn’t the 
revival Carolina desperately needed. 

Some of the Hurricanes’ brightest stars were 
underperforming in a big way. Right-wing Andrei Svechnikov 
and centers Sebastian Aho and Seth Jarvis faltered on the 
front line, missing opportunities for a shot on goal left, right 
and center. Raanta continued to shine on the defensive end, 
keeping Carolina within one goal of a tied game. 

Luckily, the Hurricanes stepped up their defense and offense 
early on in the third period. With 13 shot attempts within the 
first five minutes — a stellar improvement regarding the 
team’s offensive play up until that point — it seemed 
plausible that Carolina could tie things up, even as the period 
began to fly by. 

“I think we started to put the pucks deep and actually got the 
forecheck going,” Raanta said. “The crowd got going, it was 
nice to see our guys get into our game and get chances.” 

An incredibly close shot on goal from Niederreiter with about 
seven minutes left in the third period nearly erased 
Carolina’s deficit. Had Shesterkin been any closer to the 
goal, or if Niederreiter shot a couple inches lower, it might 
have been a different ending. As it was, the Rangers were 
closing in on a game one victory on Carolina’s turf. 

Miraculously, fans' prayers were answered after Aho finally 
tied up the game for Carolina with 2:23 left in regulation. 
After a nice pass from Jarvis, Shesterkin initially blocked 
Aho’s attempt on goal but didn’t make it back into the net in 
time to block the Hurricanes’ first goal of the game. 

Three minutes and 12 seconds into overtime, defenseman 
Ian Cole wrapped up game one for Carolina thanks to a long 
pass from the Ann Arbor native. If fans were expecting a 
longer stint at PNC Arena, they can thank Cole and New 
York defenseman Ryan Lindgren for the short overtime 
period — Cole’s shot bounced right off of Lindgren’s stick, 
inevitably confusing Shesterkin and allowing a victory for the 
Canes. 

“I had some extended zone time there, and Trocheck was up 
high and I was kind of down,” Cole said. “He shot it and it 
kind of bounced right to me … hockey’s a game of weird 
bounces, and it just happened to go in.” 

The Hurricanes and the Rangers will face off again on 
Friday, May 20 at PNC Arena in Raleigh. Puck drops at 8 
p.m.
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Hurricanes surge past Rangers in overtime take 1-0 Stanley Cup playoff 
series lead 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 18, 2022 11:55 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are still unbeaten at home in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, but it took overtime. 

The Canes fell behind the New York Rangers in the first period, tied the 
score late in the third and then won 2-1 on defenseman Ian Cole’s goal at 
3:12 of overtime in Game 1 of their second-round series. 

The Hurricanes, after some spotty play the first two periods, made a 
strong push in the third, tying the score on Sebastian Aho’s goal with 
2:23 left in regulation. 

Aho first had a shot hit the metal but moments later finally beat goalie 
Igor Shesterkin after a setup pass from Seth Jarvis. Shesterkin stopped 

Aho’s backhander in front by extending his left pad, but Aho tapped in the 
puck for his third goal of the playoffs and soon had the game in overtime. 

Game 2 of the series is Friday night at 8 p.m., back at PNC Arena. 

For much of the game, goalie Antti Raanta was Carolina’s best player, 
finishing with 27 saves as the Hurricanes struggled to find their game. 

The Rangers converted a Tony DeAngelo turnover into a Filip Chytil goal 
at 7:07 of the first period and carried that 1-0 lead into the third period. 
With the Rangers limiting the Canes’ offensive chances and Shesterkin 
facing few serious threats, the Canes were forced to play from behind for 
the first time at home. 

The Canes twice nearly tied the score 1-1 in the third on a Nino 
Niederreider breakaway, but the forward hit the crossbar with 7:23 left in 
regulation. But Aho would not be denied and Cole then won it. 

The Rangers, who lost three of four to Carolina in the regular season, 
were the quicker, more aggressive and efficient team in the first 40 
minutes of Wednesday’s game, They pounced on pucks, managed the 
puck better when they had it and kept the Canes to the outside when 
Carolina did get into the New York zone. 

The Canes, who had not played since Saturday’s Game 7, outscored the 
Bruins 18-6 in the four games at PNC Arena. But they appeared a half-
step slow in the first two periods against the Rangers, who were fueled 
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by a Game 7 victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins on Sunday that came 
on Artemi Panarin’s overtime goal. 

The Canes had eight shots in the opening period and managed just six in 
the second. Had Raanta not been sharp, the Canes’ margin could have 
been 2-0 or 3-0 as the Rangers outshot and outchanced Carolina. 

Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour juggled his lines in the third and the 
Hurricanes made a strong push, but Shesterkin — considered the Vezina 
Trophy favorite — would not be beaten until the final three minutes of 
regulation. 

The New York Rangers’ Filip Chytil (72) finds an open net and scores on 
Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antii Raanta (32 ) in the first period on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 during game one of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

The Rangers’ so-called “Kids Line” provided the first goal of the game 
and series. DeAngelo tried to pass the puck back to defenseman Jaccob 
Slavin out of the neutral zone, but New York’s Alexis Lafreniere swiped 
the puck and led a three-on-two rush into the Carolina zone. 

Chytil, filling the right wing, scored his second career playoff goal as 
Raanta tried to get across the crease. 

Brind’Amour’s line changes in the third included putting Teuvo 
Teravainen on Aho’s line and shifting Andrei Svechnikov and Martin 
Necas to Vincent Trocheck’s line. Max Domi, the hero of the Game 7 win 
over the Bruins, was moved to the fourth line. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers updates: Carolina forces OT, tops Rangers on Ian 
Cole wrister 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

UPDATED MAY 18, 2022 10:06 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are back at it against the New York Rangers in 
Game 1 of their second-round NHL playoff series Wednesday night at 
PNC Arena after closing out the Boston Bruins with a Game 7 win on 
Saturday. 

Game 2 is 8 p.m. Friday at PNC Arena while the series moves to 
Madison Square Garden on Sunday (3:30 p.m.) and Tuesday (7 p.m.). 

HOW TO WATCH 

Wednesday game — and the rest of the series — is available only on 
ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports 
South will broadcast Hurricanes-focused pre- and post-game shows 
featuring Abby Labar and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have 
the call on the Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 

OVERTIME 

Ian Cole wins it: Turnaround shot from the top of the right circle. Shot 
beats Igor Shesterkin. 

No breaks: As is customary in NHL playoff overtime, there are no media 
breaks as there are in regulation, because networks can’t sell ads on 
speculation. As such, overtimes tend to move a bit more quickly if they 
last a bit longer. 

THIRD PERIOD 

On to overtime: After being outplayed for much of the first two periods, 
the Hurricanes pushed the issue in the third, getting 10 shots on Igor 
Shesterkin (after only 14 through 2). The last one of those, a rebound by 
Sebastian Aho, sent the game into overtime. 

Canes score: With 2:23 to play in the third period, Sebastian Aho finally 
beats Shesterkin, grabbing a rebound in front and tucking a backhand 
past the prone Rangers keeper after he initially made a stellar save along 
the ice with his glove. Canes have been the better team in the third to 
this point. 

Big Clanger: Nino Niederreiter gets a clear breakaway and rings it off the 
crossbar, beating Shesterkin, but not the iron. That close to a tie game 
here with about 6 minutes to play. 

Line changes abound: In an effort to shake things up (and it’s working), 
Rod Brind’Amour has shifted personnel around a bit. Svechnikov now 
playing with Trocheck and Necas; Aho and Jarvis slot in with Teravainen. 
Staal-Niederreiter-Fast remains intact, however. 

Canes turn up the pressure: The first five minutes of the third period were 
spent nearly entirely in the Rangers zone, with several solid chances in 
on Shesterkin, who made all the saves as the Canes unleashed an 
onslaught of seven quick shots out of the gate. 

Puck is down for the third: The Canes have been a third-period team all 
season, but got away from that a bit against the Bruins. Can they muster 
up a few more shots, and maybe a goal, in this one? 

SECOND PERIOD 

No more scoring, not much of anything: The Hurricanes continue to have 
trouble generating offense, sitting now at 14 shots through two periods. 
Not going to beat the best goalie in the NHL that way. One more period 
to go. Canes trail, 1-0. 

Tough to find space: Neither team here has much room to move in the 
offensive zone, which has made the game drag a bit. Rangers still getting 
shots, and Raanta in the zone there, but the Canes can’t seem to 
generate anything against Igor Shesterkin, which is a problem given he’s, 
you know... good. 

New York Rangersí Ryan Reaves (75) checks Carolina Hurricanesí Seth 
Jarvis (24) in the second period on Wednesday, May 18, 2022 during 
game one of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Rangers solid in D-zone: The Hurricanes just can’t get anything set up in 
the offensive zone. The Rangers’ active defense is frustrating the Canes, 
who appear to be jumpy and out of sorts facing the constant pressure — 
much like teams often feel playing against Carolina. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Speed difference notable: The biggest takeaway from the first period is 
that the Rangers are a far faster team than the Bruins were, and some 
plays where the Canes may have had time and space against Boston, 
they don’t here. That translated into a lead for the Rangers after one 
period. Rangers 1, Canes 0. 

Raanta with a huge stop: BIG split save to his left at the right side of the 
cage on Filip Chytil, and then holds his post on a stuff attempt after the 
puck caromed off the back boards. 

New York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) stops a shot attempt by 
Carolina Hurricanes Nino Niederreiter (21) in the second period on 
Wednesday, May 18, 2022 during game one of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Welcome to the game, Igor: Jesperi Kotkaniemi gets a good shot off from 
the top of the right circle on a 3-on-2 zone entry and fires a shot labeled 
for the top right corner, but Igor Shesterki flashed the leather and snared 
the puck. That was the Canes’ sixth shot on goal of the first period, some 
14:23 into the game. 
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New York Rangers Filip Chytil (72) scores on Carolina Hurricanes goalie 
Antii Raanta (32 ) in the first period on Wednesday, May 18, 2022 during 
game one of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

First goal to the Rangers: The “kid line” strike first for the Rangers on an 
atrocious giveaway in the center zone. Filip Chytil one-timed a pass from 
Alexis Lafreniere after Lafreniere intercepted a poor backward pass to 
the defense and finished the 3-on-1. Tony DeAngelo was trying to get a 
reset back to his defensive partner Jaccob Slavin in the neutral zone, 
instead Lafreniere swiped the puck. 

No shots early: The Hurricanes have yet to register an official shot on 
goal, while the Rangers have three. Both teams have had a few chances, 
but neither has truly threatened. Antti Raanta made one good pad save 
to this point. First media timeout, no score. 

First penalty to the Canes, second to Rangers: So much for staying out 
of the box. Nino Niederreter gets his stick up on the forecheck and clips a 
Rangers defender up high, drawing the first penalty of the game and 
putting the Rangers on their first power play of the series. AND that lasts 
all of 27 seconds, when the Rangers’ Strome trips up a pair of Canes in 
the offensive zone. 4-on-4. Neither team scores on their 5-on-4 for 27 
seconds, nor on the 4-on-4. 

PREGAME 

Fourth lines start: The Rangers choose to start their fourth line of Tyler 
Motte, Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves, with Jacob Trouba and K’Andre 
Miller on defense. The Canes counter with Lorentz, Kotkaniemi and 
Necas with Smith and Cole on the blue line. 

MORNING UPDATE 

Even with Jordan Martinook (ankle) returning to health, Steven Lorentz 
earned the right to remain in the lineup with his performance on the 
fourth line in the Game 7 win over the Bruins, Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday morning, indicating his lineup will remain 
unchanged. Martinook went through the entire morning skate looking like 
he’s ready to return when called upon. 

There was no sign, again, of Frederik Andersen, who apparently skated 
briefly by himself on Tuesday and Wednesday. Until Andersen can make 
it through a full solo workout, let alone rejoin the team, there’s no reason 
to expect him back anytime soon. 

Frederic L’Ecuyer and Dan O’Rourke are the referees. O’Rourke worked 
Game 2 of the first-round series with Boston and L’Ecuyer worked Game 
4. Kiel Murchison and Mark Shewchyk are the linesmen. 

A win Wednesday night would tie the franchise record for consecutive 
home victories in a postseason (2006, 2019). 

Former Hurricanes defenseman Sean Hill did the honors on the pregame 
warning siren. Duke women’s basketball coach Kara Lawson was up 
during the first intermission and PGA Tour pro Chesson Hadley in the 
second. 
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Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin a finalist for the NHL’s Lady Byng 
Trophy 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 18, 2022 2:27 PM 

 

Carolina Hurricanes defenseman Jaccob Slavin, who won the NHL’s 
Lady Byng Memorial Trophy last year, is a Lady Byng finalist again this 
season, surprising no one with the Canes. 

“You could name it after him,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said 
Wednesday. “He plays the right way and does it at a high level,” 

The Lady Byng is given each year to the player who has exhibited the 
“best type of sportsmanship and gentlemanly conduct combined with a 
high standard of play” — a description often used about Slavin. 

In addition to Slavin, this year’s finalists are Kyle Connor of the Winnipeg 
Jets and Jared Spurgeon of the Minnesota Wild, it was announced 
Wednesday. The winner is determined in voting by the Professional 
Hockey Writers Association. 

“It’s exciting, obviously,” Slavin said Wednesday. “It’s always an honor to 
be named a finalist for any award but for me that’s a character award. It’s 
who I want to be as a person and using my hockey to glorify God and 
how I carry myself on and off the ice. So it’s definitely an honor.” 

Slavin, often paired defensively with Tony DeAngelo, led the Canes in ice 
time per game (23:32), plus/minus (plus-35), blocked shots (121) and 
takeaways (74) in the regular season as Carolina won the Metropolitan 
Division title and allowed a league-low 202 goals. His 42 points and 33 
even-strength points both were career highs. 

Despite constantly being on the ice against the other team’s best 
forwards, Slavin had 10 penalty minutes in the regular season and two 
minutes in the playoffs series with the Bruins. 

“I went more to the box this year than last year,” Slavin said, smiling. “But 
one of things I like to focus on is just positioning. Obviously skating is 
huge, just making sure I’m in a good position to set myself up where I 
don’t have to take reaching penalties. 

“I’m not a physical player, really. You don’t have to worry too much about 
roughing penalties. It’s just good positioning, good skating and good stick 
work.” 

Canes defenseman Brendan Smith said in his opinion there is no 
defenseman in the league better with his stick than Slavin. His hand/eye 
coordination is elite and his instincts usually on point, including when and 
when not to jump into a play offensively. 

“When you talk about a player, he’s obviously fleet afoot and he’s big and 
strong,” Smith said. And the fact he can do that and stay out of the 
(penalty) box, I don’t know what that’s like but it just goes to show you 
how good he is.” 

Smith once played with Hall of Fame defenseman Nicklas Lidstrom with 
the Detroit Red Wings and said there are similarities in Slavin’s play, 
joking, “He’s going to be happy with me saying that. 

“But there are some of those things that I see. He brings it every day. I 
think that highly competitive nature is why you become elite like he is.” 

The winners of the 2022 NHL Awards will be revealed during the 
conference finals and Stanley Cup finals. If Slavin receives the award 
again, he would be the first repeat winner since Martin St. Louis in 2009-
10 and 2010-11, and the just the second defenseman to do it — Red 
Kelly won with Detroit in 1952-53 and 1953-54. 
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By Sara Civian 

 

It’s not like the recipe to the Hurricanes’ success has been a mystery. In 
head coach Rod Brind’Amour’s tenure, the team has become known for 
a heavy forecheck, a high shot volume and preventing opponents from 
their share of all of the above. 

The Rangers had clearly been studying throughout the regular season, 
as they and the Canes were fighting neck and neck for the Metropolitan 
Division title. They ran with the knowledge and brilliantly executed the 
Hurricanes’ game plan against them for the first two periods in Game 1 
on Wednesday. 

When we look back on this game, we might create a false narrative that 
Carolina didn’t come out hard, but the early minutes of the first period 
actually featured sustained Hurricanes pressure until the Rangers took 
over. You need to give them credit for protecting Igor Shesterkin so well 
that it took the Canes 8:18 to register a shot on net. 

They understood how the Hurricanes generate offense from defense, 
guarded the points and forced the Canes to the perimeter. 

“Give them a lot of credit,” Brind’Amour said after the Hurricanes’ 2-1 win 
in overtime. “They played a really great game. For two periods, they were 
the better team, no question. Especially in the first period. In the first 
period, we were just not there. (Antti) Raanta made a couple of big 
saves.” 

The Rangers outshot the Canes 22-14 in the first two periods at five-on-
five, and they had a 77.74 percent edge in expected goals and a 7-3 
edge in high-danger chances at five-on-five in the first (via 
NaturalStatTrick). They could have had two or three actual goals heading 
into the third if it weren’t for Raanta, who finished with 27 saves on 28 
shots. 

“I think that we pride ourselves in playing a direct, north game,” said Ian 
Cole, who scored the game winner 3:17 into overtime. “We did not get to 
the level that we wanted to. There were some sporadic shifts in there, but 
generally speaking, we were not happy with our first two periods.” 

Thanks to Raanta, though, the Canes had a chance to regroup and find 
that level in the third period. Somehow, they actually did. 

It started in the locker room. 

“I think one thing that our team is good at is trying to be as objective as 
possible in assessing our game,” Cole said. “Realizing, ‘Hey, that wasn’t 
good enough. We didn’t get to where we needed to be. How do we fix it? 
There’s still time to turn this game around. Just because we’re losing 1-0 
doesn’t mean the game is over. We have a period here. Let’s go do it the 
right way. Let’s fix the problem.’ I think we came out with a lot of 
desperation and the right mindset. You kind of see how that tide turned.” 

“We’re pretty confident,” Sebastian Aho said of the mood in the room 
between the second and third periods. “We definitely knew that we 
weren’t playing our best game. We’ve got to play way better, obviously. 
But we still had a pretty confident locker room, I felt like. We knew that it 
was a one-goal game. It wasn’t 4-0 or anything. We knew we were right 
there. It was only going to take one shot to tie the game. We came out 
the right way early in the third, so we got some momentum there. 
Obviously, we tied the game and had the OT win.” 

Then came a Brind’Amour blendorama. He doesn’t often change the 
lines, but it has made all the difference recently. He promoted Max Domi 
to the second line in Game 6, and Domi repaid him with two Game 7 
goals. 

He shook up a few things ahead of Wednesday’s third period as well: 
The Vincent Trocheck line was struggling, so he swapped back Martin 
Necas for Domi, promoted Teuvo Teravainen to the first line and brought 
Andrei Svechnikov down to the second. 

The results? A 15-1 edge in shot attempts to open the period, a 70.97 
percent Corsi advantage, 18-8 faceoff advantage, 68.94 percent of the 
expected goals for, and the all-important 1-0 advantage in real goals. 

“I think it was necessary to change something out there, and obviously it 
worked pretty well tonight,” Aho said. “Sometimes it goes like that. It 
gives you a little extra step. The coaches change the lines, so you know 
you’ve got to be better. There’s usually a reason why they mix the lines.” 

The Canes had needed more out of Aho since Game 3 against Boston. 
He decided he wasn’t satisfied with the ping of the crossbar late in the 
third, so he cashed in on the second effort to force overtime with 2:23 left 
in regulation. Aho needs to be at his best if the Canes are to make a 
deep run, so his competitive fire rearing its head bodes well. 

• Vibe check: 

• Obviously, Cole’s first career overtime game winner was the moment of 
the game, but he also gave us the quote of the night. It encapsulated why 
the third-period effort felt more important than the overtime itself: “It’s not 
necessarily about this game, but it’s about building towards that journey 
going forward. We’re not here to win one game in the second round and 
be like ‘mission accomplished.’ We’re here to win a Stanley Cup. This is 
a great step forward. It showed our resilience as a team and our ability to 
check ourselves and fix our game and not have to wait until after the 
game and wait to make that adjustment in Game 2. We can adjust our 
game, which is a sign of a great team and a well-coached team.” 

• I found it interesting that not one penalty was called for the last 40 
minutes of regulation. I am certainly not complaining, though. Let’s all 
soak in this rare moment of peace when we aren’t fighting over 
controversial calls. 

• Part of me says keep the band together (Teravainen and Aho), part of 
me understands why Brind’Amour likes to use reuniting them as a last-
ditch effort. It’s always good to have a few options in the toolbox. 

• I know the majority of the bad vibes from the first two periods stemmed 
from the Hurricanes’ lack of urgency, but I’d keep an eye on the Rangers’ 
ability to neutralize the Canes’ blueline scoring. Tony DeAngelo and 
Jaccob Slavin led Carolina in scoring in the first round, and it’ll be trouble 
if the Rangers keep pushing them to the perimeter as they did for much 
of Game 1. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Flames outslug Oilers; Canes outlast Rangers 

 

Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

7-8 minutes 19/05/2022 

 

Who was the guy? Antti Raanta was the difference-maker for Carolina on 
Wednesday. He showed up for all 60 minutes when the teammates 
didn’t. The Rangers were the better team through two periods and 
challenged him with some high-quality looks. But he turned aside 26 of 
the 27 shots he faced, earning a .963 save percentage. When the shot 
quality he faced is accounted for, he saved 2.12 goals above expected, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. 

What was the key? It’s not how you start a game, it’s how you finish. The 
Hurricanes did not start this game well. The Corsi Canes got out-Corsi’d 
through two periods but battled back in the third. Carolina came out with 
adjusted line combinations in the hopes it would spark the club, and it 
evidently did the trick early in the period. The home team out-attempted 
the Rangers 22-9 in the third (which was played at five-on-five 
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throughout) and generated 69 percent of the expected goals share. That 
pressure was kicked up a bit higher as time wound down, and that’s 
when Sebastian Aho cashed in. Carolina carried that over to overtime, 
out-attempting New York 6-1 and finishing on that last attempt. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes were called for only one penalty, even while 
trailing for most of the game. Carolina was called for 331 penalties in the 
regular season and another 36 heading into Game 1. Though the 
Hurricanes have an elite power-play kill unit that can support their 
occasionally undisciplined play, the Rangers have a dangerous power 
play that can challenge Carolina. That’s why staying out of the box is so 
important in this series. Carolina was called for one penalty in the first, 
which the Rangers negated midway through with their own minor. After 
that, it was five-on-five play only throughout. 

The moment it was over: When a game goes to overtime, we don’t have 
much flex here. It’s always going to be the winner. That one came 
courtesy of Ian Cole just over three minutes into overtime. 

The moment of the game: Though the Rangers had numerous chances 
to build on that, Raanta’s strong play between the pipes kept them off the 
board. There was an opportunity for the visiting team to really firm its 
lead with another goal when Kaapo Kakko generated a chance with just 
over seven minutes left in regulation. He basically had an empty net but 
couldn’t convert. The puck went right through the blue paint. So when the 
Hurricanes managed to pull even just minutes later, it was clear that 
missed opportunity bit the Rangers. 

Who was the guy? Mike Smith. Just kidding. Mikko Koskinen. Just 
kidding. Jacob Markstrom. Extremely just kidding. Of the many bizarre 
stats and moments and occurrences to come out of … whatever that 
was, we’re going to focus on one in this spot: 15 goals were spread out 
over 11 separate goal-scorers. That’s surprising, right? There were three 
multigoal guys by the end of this one, and just one of them had a hat 
trick. Matthew Tkachuk, take a bow. 

All three of Tkachuk’s goals were crucial in their own way. His first, a 
second-period power-play deflection, put the Flames up 6-2; a few 
moments earlier, Markstrom made what might have been the only big 
save of the night on either side. The effect was a huge momentum swing. 
Tkachuk scored his second after he darted out of the penalty box to 
scoop up a loose puck in the Oilers’ zone. That pushed Calgary’s lead 
back to two goals, 8-6, with 12:05 remaining. We’ll talk about the third 
goal shortly. 

That sort of top-end production was missing from the Flames’ first-round 
series against Dallas (in which 29 goals, total, were scored). Tkachuk 
was pulling a zero in the “G” column until Game 7. Now? He looks just 
fine. Throw in the, uh, extra engagement with Evander Kane before Goal 
No. 2 — and, really, throughout the game — and we got the full Tkachuk 
experience. 

What was the key? It’s hard to pick just one, but the Oilers — in defiance 
of logic, everything about this game and their general identity as a team 
— went 0-for-4 on the power play. If you told me that we’d watch an 
Oilers game involving 15 goals and none from the Edmonton power play, 
I’d have to question your hockey knowledge. Alas, that’s what happened. 

Edmonton’s five-on-five success was thanks, largely, to Markstrom; the 
Oilers put only 20 shots on him there, and their expected goals were a 
whopping 1.58, rather than the six they actually scored. Still, goals are 
goals — and the fact that a lethal power play put up a doughnut is both 
surprising and important. 

Key stat: 1993. That’s the last year an NHL team scored six goals in a 
regulation-length playoff game and lost. That team? The Calgary Flames, 
in a 9-6 loss to the Los Angeles Kings. Also, that was the last playoff 
game in which both teams combined for at least 14 goals. 

The moment it was over: Tkachuk’s empty-netter. And I’m not totally sold 
on that, either. Shoutout to Keith Tkachuk, by the way. This is a man who 
watched his son score three times, seemed to have a lovely night with 

the rest of his family and refused to be pressured into throwing his hat on 
the ice. When you get a good one, you hold on to it. 

The moment of the game: With a special nod to Brett Ritchie’s goal at 
6:05 of the first period to put the Flames up 3-0 and chase Smith, it was 
Rasmus Andersson, all by himself in the circle, beating Koskinen to 
break a short-lived tie. 
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Rangers confidential: NHL insiders anonymously break down the 
Hurricanes series 

 

Arthur Staple 

8-10 minutes 18/05/2022 

 

Our panel of NHL insiders was all-in on the Rangers against the 
Penguins in the opening round of the playoffs. They were right, though 
maybe that first series didn’t exactly play out the way most of our group 
thought it would. 

They all are taking a very different view of Rangers-Hurricanes, which 
begins Wednesday. Let’s get to the scouting reports and breakdowns of 
what may not be a promising matchup for the Rangers but has the 
potential to be a long, entertaining series. 

The coach 

“Carolina plays man (to man) all over the ice, so it’s going to be a little 
different look for the Rangers than what they saw in the first round. The 
Rangers have a good power play. Carolina had the best penalty kill in the 
league this year. So one of those could end up being a factor. The 
Rangers’ young guys gained some experience against Pittsburgh and 
that should help build their confidence. They looked nervous a few times, 
but that should be gone now. 

“Carolina is just in-your-face. They play a relentless style. But I don’t 
think they’re as skilled as the Rangers. (Artemi) Panarin, (Mika) 
Zibanejad have to make good decisions. They won’t have the time and 
space they had against Pitt. The Rangers have to manage the puck 
really well. Carolina can force you into turnovers, so the Rangers have to 
be real conscious of puck management. You start turning pucks over on 
the rush, in the neutral zone and give Carolina a short track, you’re toast. 
They’re great at holding gaps and closing on you quick. You have to play 
high-percentage hockey. 

“The Canes are a big team too. You don’t think of them that way, but 
they’ve got great size. They love to play behind your net and run a lot of 
the offense through there. The Rangers have to be able to close fast in 
the D-zone. There’s going to be pucks coming from everywhere on (Igor) 
Shesterkin, and the Rangers have to be disciplined and smart. 

“It’s a tough, tough series for the Rangers. I picked them to win this one 
even before the playoffs started, so I can’t change now. Turk (Gerard 
Gallant) probably didn’t love a lot of what they did against the Penguins, 
but he can emphasize what they were able to do, which is come back 
from 3-1 down. ‘What did we do to be successful?’ So, they’ve learned. 
And they have the better goaltending.” 

The Eastern Conference executive 

“With all due respect to the Penguins, and I think they earned a ton of 
respect with that performance, this is a step up in weight class for New 
York. It’s hard to go against the Rangers this year with the run of good 
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fortune they’ve been on for most of the season, but this will be a difficult 
challenge for them. 

“Shesterkin has been able to be the great eraser for a lot of mistakes this 
team made most of the season but wasn’t his superhuman self in the last 
series. Have to think fatigue is a part of it after the amount of games he’s 
had this season and the amount of quality chances they give up. The 
triple-overtime game and then 40-some shots the next game I don’t think 
helped going into Pittsburgh. The extra day before the next series starts 
should help him, but the cumulative toll of the season may be finally 
catching up to him. Even having said all of this, you still give the edge in 
goal to the Rangers. (Antti) Raanta gave Carolina solid goaltending to get 
through against Boston, but can he continue that for an extended period? 
I don’t think there is any reason to believe (Freddie) Andersen goes back 
in any time soon. 

“Matchups will be a key in this series. The (Jordan) Staal line went head-
to-head with (Patrice) Bergeron’s line in Carolina’s last series. I would 
imagine (Rod) Brind’Amour goes with that matchup against Zibanejad. 
Will Gallant try to get Zibanejad away from that at home? You would 
think so. Zibanejad and that line really struggled against Sid (Crosby), 
and Gallant didn’t seem to want to get away from that matchup. Maybe 
that was the best of the three options for him? (Sebastian) Aho’s line was 
neutralized on the road by Bergeron but produced at home when they 
were able to get him out against other lines. The Rangers had a big 
bright spot last series with the (Filip) Chytil kid line. It will be more of a 
challenge this round, I think, because Carolina’s lineup is a little deeper. 

“Watching (Tony) DeAngelo against his former team should be fun. He 
followed up a very good regular season with a strong first round. He’s 
been a really good fit on that team. They really made a smart decision 
moving on from (Dougie) Hamilton and signing DeAngelo. They haven’t 
missed a beat, and DeAngelo is a lot more of a competitor while putting 
up similar offensive numbers. Will be interesting to see if the Rangers try 
to get to him the way (Brad) Marchand did. Tony was a popular guy in 
that Ranger room and has a lot of good friends on the other side. 

“It’s hard to bet against the Rangers this year, but all the underlying 
numbers would say Carolina should have a distinct advantage in this 
series and should be able to advance. Having said that, would it surprise 
anyone if it took Carolina seven games to do it? Not after the season the 
Rangers have had. I do think though they’ve finally met their match in this 
one.” 

The Western Conference executive 

“It’ll be a team that plays faster than what the Rangers just got through 
with Pitt. Carolina’s strength was their depth against Boston. The Staal 
line was able to contain Bergeron. (Vincent) Trocheck’s line is solid too. 
They’re vulnerable on the goaltending side. 

“You’re going to have to be the best goalie in the series every game if 
you’re the Rangers. The difference in the power plays too — Carolina’s 
PP didn’t look sharp, and the Rangers can live off that PP, even against 
Carolina. If the number of power plays stays the same from the first 
round, the Rangers can have an advantage there, and having the best 
goalie in the series is an advantage too. 

“(Andrew) Copp, (Tyler) Motte, having the foot soldiers to match (Jesper) 
Fast and those guys is important for the Rangers. On the back end, can 
they keep up with the speed and skill and defend? You need to keep 
them to two, three goals. 

“I think it’s going to be a long one. It could go seven. Who’s healthy and 
for how long, it seems to be having a major impact on these teams. The 
healthier teams, in general, are the ones who’ll move on.” 

Scout No. 1 

“Both teams just had to scratch and claw their way to four wins against 
battle-tested veteran teams. They should be riding high on confidence 
coming into the series. Shesterkin could be the trump card for New York, 
but this Carolina team is tenacious and fast. No matter the outcome I’m 
expecting a long series.” 

Scout No. 2 

“The Rangers will need to be much tighter defensively in this series. 
Carolina plays a very simple game, keeping the puck moving forward. 
They get everything to the net with bodies crashing all game. Carolina 
will make the Rangers’ defense turn for pucks, and if the Rangers aren’t 
clean on the breakout, they will have trouble in the D-zone. 

“I think the Rangers have better scoring depth than Boston, which will 
help, but Carolina has the edge in defense. They all skate well and 
defend hard. Carolina played more physically in the Boston series than I 
expected, but if the Rangers come out playing physically, especially on 
the top guys, it will increase their chances. I can see this series going 
seven. 

“This will be a different series for the Rangers, and adjusting will be key 
for them. Carolina has the edge on D, and the Rangers have the edge in 
goal, but Raanta had a heck of a series and can certainly steal games if 
he continues. Forward groups are a toss-up. This is where the overall 
depth comes into play.” 
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Rangers drop Game 1 of conference semis vs. Hurricanes 

 

Filip Bondy 

 

If only hockey games were 40 minutes long, the Rangers might have 
celebrated one of their most impressive and disciplined Stanley Cup 
playoff victories. 

Instead, their two-period masterpiece turned into a chaotic, third-period 
fire drill, and the result was a disheartening, 2-1 overtime loss to the 
Hurricanes in Game 1 of the Stanley Cup conference semifinals on 
Wednesday. 

This was definitely one of those familiar, if-only heartbreakers for Ranger 
fans. If Igor Shesterkin somehow had smothered Sebastian Aho’s first 
shot, avoiding the game-tying rebound … If Kaapo Kakko had scored on 
an open-net chance late in the game, for a possible two-goal lead … If 
Ryan Lindgren had kept his stick closer to the ice, avoiding a disastrous 
deflection… 

On it went, but the bottom line was that Carolina defenseman Ian Cole 
scored a fluke winner at 3:12 into the first OT period and the Rangers lost 
yet another Game 1 in overtime — their ninth defeat in 10 such all-time 
situations. Cole had scored just two goals in the regular season. His 
unexpected winner arrived on a shot from the top of the right circle, 
dipping sharply down off the stick of Lindren, beating the helpless 
Shesterkin on his stick side. 

“The puck bounced right back to me,” Cole told ESPN, after being named 
Star of the Game. “I don’t get to do this whole three-star thing very often. 
To watch this crowd tear the roof off this place, it’s something special.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes take Game 1 of the conference semifinal series 
against the Rangers. (Karl B DeBlaker/AP) 

The Hurricanes then performed their infamous, mid-ice celebration to 
mark the victory, while Alexis Lafreniere was smashing his stick against 
the plexiglass in frustration as he left the ice. 

The Rangers were playing in a hostile Raleigh arena, against the best 
defensive team in the league, in a tournament they have won exactly 
once in the last 82 years. Those long odds, however, failed to discourage 
the underdog visitors for much of this game. For two periods, this was a 
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near-perfect performance by the Rangers, who had not skated this well 
during four regular-season games against the Hurricanes, or even in their 
seven-game series victory over Pittsburgh. 

The next, hectic 20 minutes were very different, however, a matter of 
survival. The Rangers leaned heavily on Shesterkin, their Vezina Trophy 
finalist, as the Hurricanes peppered the goalie with five shots on goal in 
the first four minutes of the third period and brought the crowd back to 
life. 

At the 13-minute mark, Carolina forward Nino Niederreiter stormed in on 
a clean breakaway and beat Shesterkin over his shoulder. But the puck 
hit the crossbar and bounced away into the corner. Not long afterward, 
Sebastian Aho took a pass from Seth Jarvis in front of the net, then 
poked his own rebound past Shesterkin at 17:37 to tie the game. 

“For the most part we played pretty well and then we started sitting back 
a little too much,” Mika Zibanejad told reporters. “There’s a lot of good 
things we can take with us. We controlled the play. We’ll score some 
more. That’s a real good team we’re playing, let’s not forget that.” 

The game, and the series, could not possibly have started better for the 
Rangers. They bottled up the Hurricane forwards early, allowing only 14 
harmless shots and few legitimate scoring chances through the first two 
periods. 

Seven minutes into the game, they took advantage of a key turnover by 
ex-Ranger villain Tony DeAngelo, whose back pass was intercepted by 
Alexis Lafreniere. 

The 20-year-old winger then slid a perfect pass into the slot, where Filip 
Chytil banged the puck low and past Carolina goaltender Antti Rannta’s 
left pad. 

DeAngelo had been dumped in 2021 after he was involved in an 
altercation with backup goalie Alexander Georgiev. DeAngelo had been 
in trouble before with the Rangers, and management was eager to be rid 
of him. Here was the ultimate payoff for exiling the volatile DeAngelo: an 
inadvertent assist on a Ranger goal by the productive Kid Line. 

This was always expected to be a low-scoring affair, between the two 
best defensive teams in the NHL. But the score might have been much 
worse for Carolina, if it weren’t for Rannta, the Hurricanes’ second-string 
goalie, and a few near-misses by the Rangers. 

The Kid Line of Chytil, Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko, all in their early 20s, 
flew over the ice all game and created all kinds of defensive problems for 
the Hurricanes. Kakko had two opportunities in the third period to clinch 
the game on excellent scoring chances, but could not finish his well-
earned opportunities. 

“We’ve been in this position, we just have to keep our heads up,” Chytil 
said. 
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Rangers have no answers after Hurricanes turn up heat in third 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Ian Cole says it’s a strength of the Hurricanes to be objective in their self-
assessment. After two periods Wednesday night, the conclusion of that 
objective analysis was obvious: Not good enough. 

“They know what we were not doing right,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said following his team’s 2-1 overtime victory over the 
Rangers. “They’re on the bench talking about it.” 

Through 40 minutes, the Rangers looked to be on their way to a 
complete victory in Game 1 of the second-round playoff series. They had 
dominated the puck, holding the Hurricanes to long stretches without a 
shot as Carolina’s forecheck game never got going. That it was only a 1-
0 lead was mostly down to Antti Raanta’s strong performance in net for 
Carolina. 

Heading into the third period, Brind’Amour changed up his forward lines, 
but he later gave the credit to a mentality shift for what became a push 
the Rangers couldn’t overcome. 

“I think it was not the changes,” he said. “It was just the attitude, the way 
we played that period. When you’re down, you know you have to up your 
game.” 

The numbers from the last 20 minutes of regulation, via Natural Stat 
Trick, show the Hurricanes led in shots (10-4), scoring chances (13-6), 
and high-danger chances (6-3). 

When Nino Niederreiter and Sebastian Aho both whacked the iron, it 
looked as if the Rangers might manage an escape. But this was an 
unrelenting wave. 

The forecheck that had been missing early on was there, in spades. The 
Rangers didn’t get their first shot of the third period on Raanta until about 
the 11-minute mark. The puck was living in their own end. 

“I didn’t think we got it deep enough,” Mika Zibanejad said. “We got out of 
our zone but they regrouped pretty fast and they’re a quick team. That’s 
a really good team we’re playing. Let’s not forget about that.” 

No one will now. 

Not after Aho’s late goal tied the game and not after Cole won it for the 
Hurricanes in overtime. Aho described Carolina’s room as “pretty 
confident” during the second intermission, well aware the Rangers had 
missed their chances to blow the game open. 

“We knew it was a one-goal game,” Aho said. “It wasn’t 4-0 or anything. 
We knew we were right there, it was only gonna take one shot to tie the 
game.” 

Nothing about the way Carolina played in the third period came as a 
surprise. Its forecheck was a focus heading into the series, and the 
Rangers were certainly aware of it. For 40 minutes, they stymied it. 

But in the end, that wasn’t long enough. By the time the third intermission 
came around, the momentum was with Carolina. 

“The message in the locker room was just keep doing what we did in the 
third,” Aho said. 

That turned out to be plenty easy. 
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Antti Raanta stymies ex-Rangers mates to steal Game 1 for Hurricanes 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — This was the goaltender who pushed Henrik 
Lundqvist to the bench for four straight games midway through the 2016-
17 season, when such a thing had never ever been done before. 

This was the goaltender who introduced himself to Rangerstown on the 
first day of training camp in 2015 by assuring everyone that he was not, 
“The biggest douchebag in the whole word.” 

This was the goaltender who stole Game 1 of the conference semifinals 
on Wednesday night by holding his badly outplayed club in the match 
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through the first 40 minutes until his teammates struck for the tying goal 
late in the third period before getting the winner early in overtime. 

This was Antti Raanta, the 33-year-old Finn who has been a backup 
throughout almost all of his career, which included two seasons in New 
York, and who ascended to the No. 1 spot for Carolina when Freddie 
Andersen went down with a lower body injury on April 16. 

“You’re always thinking, ‘Am I good enough to be playing these games?’, 
when you haven’t gotten the chance to play these, you know?” Raanta 
said after his sparkling performance allowed the Hurricanes, after a 2-1 
victory on Ian Cole’s OT winner at 3:42, to get a 1-0 jump in the series. 
“You are always questioning yourself about, ‘What if I get the chance to 
play?’ ” 

Antti Raanta stops a Ryan Strome shot for one of his 27 saves during the 
Rangers' 2-1 Game 1 overtime loss to the Hurricanes. 

Raanta does not have to wonder anymore after he guided the ’Canes to 
their seven-game, first-round victory over the Bruins in which he got the 
first playoff starts of a nine-year career, which had featured 205 regular-
season assignments. 

He surely does not have to wonder after this one, in which the Rangers 
dominated the first 38 minutes, but could never build on the 1-0 lead they 
achieved when Filip Chytil buried Alexis Lafreniere’s two-on-one feed just 
7:07 into the match. 

Raanta made a brilliant left-pad save on Ryan Strome cutting across the 
crease less than a minute later. He robbed Chytil from the right porch 
with a left-pad stretch with 5:30 to go in the period and then flashed the 
pad on Ryan Reaves’ drive from the slot with a minute to play. There was 
a big-time save on Kaapo Kakko off a move to the middle in the eighth 
minute of the second. 

“There weren’t a ton of chances but they were glorious ones,” said Cole, 
whose winner was deflected in off Ryan Lindgren right in front of Igor 
Shesterkin. “He kept us in the game for two full periods and gave us a 
chance to get back. 

Antti Raanta stops a Ryan Strome shot for one of his 27 saves during the 
Rangers' 2-1 Game 1 overtime loss to the Hurricanes. 

“That’s as much as you can ask from a goalie.” 

The Rangers played a near pristine opening 38 minutes. They simplified 
their game. They minimized their errors, both forced and unforced. They 
gave nothing away for free, forcing the ’Canes to come 200 feet just 
about every time. They protected the middle of the ice and defended like 
the 1995 Devils. 

The Blueshirts had a first-period xGF rate of 77.24 percent They had a 
second-period rate of 68.31. They had a third-period rate of 31.06. Notice 
a trend? 

It started to get away very late in the second, when the game suddenly 
opened up wide in a flurry of rush exchanges. The Blueshirts could not 
jam the genie back into the bottle after that. The ’Canes got on their 
relentless forecheck game and the Rangers were stuffed back into a 
shell. 

The Rangers could not organize an attack. They spent multiple shifts in 
their own end chasing the puck and rarely were able to get it in deep. 
Raanta did not face his first shot of the third period until 8:40 remained. 
The Blueshirts cobbled together a sum of four shots in the third and one 
in OT. 

They had done so much through the first two periods, but they hadn’t 
done enough. 

That is partially on them, of course. The Strome line had a tough night, 
with Artemi Panarin struggling badly while appearing deficient 
backchecking on Sebastian Aho’s tying goal. The Mika Zibanejad line 
didn’t get much going. But if not for Raanta, it likely would have been 
very different. 

“I have seen him give us a chance to win every single night,” Aho said of 
the Finnish netminder, much in the way the Rangers talk about 
Shesterkin. “I am not surprised with this. 

“With Freddie being out, it’s huge.” 

Raanta spent two years as Lundqvist’s backup in 2015-16 and 2016-17 
during which time he went 27-14-4 with a 2.25 goals-against average, a 
.921 save percentage and five shutouts. He came to New York from 
Chicago, where he had become enmeshed in some sort of controversy 
after he was demoted to the AHL. He made some comments, he thought 
they were misinterpreted or poorly translated, and when he came to New 
York he made his famous declaration. 

He made another one on Wednesday. 
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Rangers drop overtime heartbreaker to Hurricanes in Game 1 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers had the Hurricanes right where they 
wanted them. 

They were commanding every inch of the ice, actively taking away what 
made their opponents so effective and holding the lead. After not building 
on a one-goal lead when they had a chance, however, the Rangers gave 
up the game-tying goal with 2:23 left in regulation before Ian Cole won it 
3:12 into overtime with a shot that went off Ryan Lindgren’s stick to give 
the Hurricanes a 2-1 win in Game 1 of their second-round playoff series 
Wednesday night at PNC Arena. 

It was a major missed opportunity for the Rangers, who did enough to 
win this one before letting it slip away. An early lead in the series 
would’ve done wonders for their collective psyche and could’ve been the 
boost they needed to pull off the series upset. Instead, the Rangers trail a 
series 1-0 for the second time this postseason. 

The Hurricanes seemingly waited until the third period Wednesday to 
break out all the traits that make them so lethal. Their forecheck suddenly 
came alive, their offensive-zone time came in bulk and they were much 
more diligent in creating dangerous scoring opportunities. 

The Rangers outshot Carolina in each of the first and second periods. 
But the Hurricanes went into desperation mode in the third, outshooting 
the Rangers 10-4, and Sebastian Aho eventually netted the equalizer to 
force overtime. 

Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin shut out the Hurricanes through two 
periods and saved eight of their nine shots in the final 20 minutes, but the 
rest of his team didn’t do enough to give him a cushion for his 24-save 
performance. 

“We started sitting back a little bit too much, maybe,” Mika Zibanejad 
said. “I thought we played great for the first 50 [minutes] and had some 
good chances as well to make it 2-0. They got their push, they got their 
goal and they won in overtime. There’s a lot of good things we can take 
away from this game.” 

It’s well-known what happened when the Rangers went down 1-0 and 
then 3-1 in games in the first round against Pittsburgh, but they are no 
longer facing the depleted Penguins. These are the mighty Hurricanes, 
and the opportunities to get ahead of them are going to be scarce. 

Still, the Rangers are focusing on all that went right for them in Game 1 
— and there was plenty. 
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“I was really happy with our game,” head coach Gerard Gallant said. 
“They put a big push on in the third period for the first 10 minutes and we 
weathered that storm. But the first two periods was perfect hockey for us. 
We didn’t spend a lot of time in our zone, we got pucks out, we had a real 
good offensive chances. 

“We didn’t capitalize on all of them, but I thought it was our best game of 
the year. I really did.” 

Among the positive takeaways was the play of the Kid Line, featuring 
Alexis Lafreniere, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko, which continued to be 
the Rangers’ most consistent unit, with a goal from Chytil at 7:07 of the 
first period that opened the scoring. 

The Rangers were able to keep the Hurricanes to the perimeter and out 
of the dangerous areas of the ice for the most part. Shesterkin was 
sturdy and unfazed by the opposing crowd in the fourth road playoff 
game of his career. 

Hurricanes backup goalie Antti Raanta, who is filling in for their injured 
No. 1 netminder Frederick Andersen, was the only thing standing 
between the Rangers and a multi-goal lead. The Blueshirts swarmed 
Raanta and peppered him with shots from everywhere for a majority of 
the game, but the ex-Ranger came up with crucial saves (27 in total) to 
keep the Hurricanes competitive. 

“We’ve been in this position,” Chytil said. “So we just have to keep our 
heads up and we got a day off tomorrow, we practice, good meetings 
and just get ready for Friday’s game. I think we can take a lot of positives 
from this game. I think [for] two-and-a-half periods we play [how] we want 
to play and we dictated the tempo of the game. 

“Unfortunately, they scored a goal. We have to build on this game and 
take all the positives to another game.” 
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Rangers' Sammy Blais returning for playoffs not being ruled out 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Sammy Blais, who tore his ACL in mid-November, 
was back on the ice with the Rangers for their optional morning skate on 
Wednesday before their 2-1 overtime loss to the Hurricanes in Game 1 of 
their second-round playoff series. 

“It’s a great sign,” head coach Gerard Gallant said. “He’s worked hard 
and he’s at that stage where he can start to skate now, which is 
awesome.” 

So is Blais an option for the Rangers in these playoffs? 

“It’s possible,” said Gallant, who added that he wasn’t going to rule Blais 
out for this series, but insinuated that it’s a long shot. 

The 25-year-old winger had been skating on his own, according to 
Gallant, but Wednesday morning was his first time on the ice with the 
team since his injury. While it’s an encouraging sign, the Rangers would 
probably have to go much deeper into the playoffs in order for Blais to be 
ready to play. 

Blais, who was part of the return package from the Blues in the Pavel 
Buchnevich trade this past offseason, underwent surgery on his torn ACL 
in mid-December after playing in just 14 games for the Rangers. His right 
knee was injured on a play in the corner with Devils defenseman P.K. 
Subban in the Rangers’ 4-3 shootout win on Nov. 14. 

Due to the immense swelling in his knee, the surgery was put off for 
longer than expected and delayed his rehab. 

A restricted free agent after this season, Blais was effective for the 
Rangers in his 14 games. 

He played wing on several lines, including the top unit, and showed 
flashes of an offensive upside that stemmed from having soft hands. 

In another injury update, Gallant said he doesn’t think Barclay Goodrow 
(week-to-week with a suspected foot/ankle fracture he suffered in Game 
1 of Round 1) has started skating yet. Gallant didn’t rule Goodrow out for 
this series, but if he isn’t skating, it seems like a long shot for the utility 
forward to be healed in time. 

Goodrow is still in a walking boot, but he is progressing. If the Rangers 
were to advance, there’s a possibility Goodrow would be able to play 
again this season. 

It was only fitting that the Kid Line got the Rangers on the board in Game 
1. After serving as their most consistent unit through the first round 
against Pittsburgh, the trio of Filip Chytil, Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo 
Kakko picked up right where they left off. 

Lafreniere entered the Hurricanes’ zone courtesy of a giveaway from 
former Blueshirt Tony DeAngelo and dished to Chytil for the one-timer at 
7:07. The trio has now combined for 10 points in these playoffs. 
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Friends to foes: Ex-Rangers have sights set on ending former club's 
season 

 

Mollie Walker 18/05/2022 

 

RALEIGH, N.C — There’s something about playing against your former 
team in the NHL. 

Players consistently acknowledge that the first time is always strange, or 
surreal. And the more time spent with one team before moving on to 
another, the weirder it is. Sometimes there’s a need for redemption or a 
longing to prove something to the club that decided not to keep you. 

There are six familiar faces for the Rangers in the Hurricanes’ locker 
room ahead of the teams’ second-round Stanley Cup playoff matchup, 
which commences Wednesday night at PNC Arena. 

Five of those former Blueshirts — Jesper Fast, Tony DeAngelo, Brady 
Skjei, Brendan Smith and Antti Raanta — were expected to be staples in 
Carolina’s lineup during this series. Derek Stepan, who played seven 
seasons with the Rangers, skated in three games for Carolina in Round 
1, but likely will be scratched barring injuries or necessary lineup tweaks. 

Still, that’s enough former teammates to make the Rangers do a double 
take at the other end of the ice. 

“It’s a little weird, but that’s how it goes,” Fast said before Game 1 
Wednesday night. “There’s always a business side to it.” 

Fast was a five-time winner of the Players’ Player award, given to the 
Ranger “who best exemplifies what it means to be a team player” as 
determined by his teammates. Skjei was a key defenseman for the 
Rangers who earned a six-year deal in July 2018 and worked his way up 
to the top pair, but could never quite rise to the expectations of the role. 

Raanta, who is stepping in for the Hurricanes’ injured No. 1 netminder, 
Frederik Andersen, and Stepan only overlapped with Chris Kreider and 
Mika Zibanejad during their tenures in New York. But the rest of the 
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former Blueshirts were once an integral part of this current Rangers 
team. 

Smith found a niche depth role with the Rangers, playing as a forward 
and a defenseman, and was also a crucial locker-room presence who 
won the John Halligan Good Guy Award, which “recognizes a player for 
their cooperation with the media.” 

And, well, we all know what happened with DeAngelo: The Rangers’ top 
offense-minded defenseman was exiled after a slew of missteps away 
from the ice — which included a postgame altercation with backup goalie 
Alexandar Georgiev — that forced the organization to buy him out last 
July. 

With all the familiarity, the former Rangers probably have a better 
understanding of this group than other opponents would. 

“There’s still some tendencies, obviously,” Smith said. “I think [coach] 
Gerard Gallant has done a fantastic job with that group. He’s harnessed 
and moved them in the right direction. They made some great offseason 
acquisitions. But you know their tendencies by practicing with them for 
four and a half years, so I know some of those guys there. Obviously 
Kreids, Mika, Breadman [Artemi Panarin]. You can go through the list. 

“But they’ve obviously excelled more and the other thing is you got test a 
lot to Igor [Shesterkin]. I think he’s played fantastic, their power play is 
incredible. There’s a couple of areas that we have to focus on.” 

Fast noted there were more conversations between the former Rangers 
group earlier in the season. But since the Hurricanes played the Rangers 
four times in the regular season, Fast said it’s behind them. 

The fact that the Rangers have gotten to this point is no surprise to Fast, 
he said. Citing the Rangers’ recent draft years and the players they 
acquired in the offseason, Fast pointed out the Rangers were right 
behind the Hurricanes in the Metropolitan Division standings this season. 

“Obviously, playing there and having a couple friends over there,” Smith 
said. “I think it will be that much more to get on the ice and make sure 
that you compete.” 
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Rangers will use underdog status as fuel after passing adversity test 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — A young-leaning, inexperienced and untested playoff 
team becomes an experienced group the minute it passes the test.  

That is what the Rangers became in the interim between eliminating the 
Penguins in overtime of Game 7 of their first-round playoff series at the 
Garden on Sunday and Game 1 of the conference semis against the 
Hurricanes on Wednesday.  

In this season of college commencements, the Blueshirts earned their 
degree in postseason adversity.  

“I think it’s huge. It definitely gives us a bit of confidence,” Adam Fox said 
before the opener. “We know we have the ability to beat good teams. 
And I think the way we did it, too, gives us confidence to know we’re 
never out of the game, even though we don’t want to put ourselves in 
those positions where we have to dig out of holes.”  

The Rangers not only overcame a 3-1 series deficit to vanquish the more 
experienced Penguins, but also they overcame two-goal, second-period 
deficits in both Games 5 and 6 and a one-goal deficit late in the third 

period in Game 7. They also had erased a three-goal deficit in Game 3 
before losing that one.  

They also were exposed to the noise and emotion of a road playoff 
crowd. The ceaseless taunts that cascaded down on Igor Shesterkin in 
Pittsburgh seemed to unnerve the netminder in Games 3 and 4. The 
Rangers unraveled in concert.  

But by Game 6, Shesterkin was able to ignore them, using advice from 
goaltending coach Benoit Allaire [“He told me to do one thing”] that he 
would not share. His confidence transferred to his teammates.  

Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin rebounded after being affected by taunts 
in Pittsburgh in Games 3 and 4. 

PNC Arena was expected to be louder than the one in Pittsburgh. But the 
Rangers knew this time what to anticipate and that they could win under 
these adverse conditions because they had just done it five nights earlier.  

“Every building is going to be loud and crazy,” Rangers head coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “I mean Shesty got a feel of that in his first playoff 
game and I think our team got a feel of it.  

“You’ve just got to ignore that and play the game. We talk about that all 
the time. You’ve just got to be ready for it.”  

Fox became the first player in NHL history to make his official playoff 
debut as the reigning Norris Trophy winner. One round in, the Harvard 
product had become the fourth defensemen in NHL history to record a 
point in every game of a seven-game series, finishing with 10 points 
(three goals, seven assists) in 28:24 of ice time per game.  

“I think everyone upped their intensity right from the start,” Fox said. 
“Hopefully we’ve adjusted to being on the road, where that’s a little 
different atmosphere in the playoffs. I think we kind of understand how 
we have to play in different situations. I think we’ve done a good job as a 
team adjusting to the playoffs from the regular season with 
understanding how important every shift is.  

“It’s definitely different than anything I’ve played before. Every game is so 
intense, every shift, you can’t have any lapses. Every mistake is 
amplified.”  

Adam Fox and the Rangers overcame a 3-1 series deficit against the 
Penguins in the first round. 

The Rangers did have the advantage of opening at home in Round 1. 
That, of course, is a different story. But the Blueshirts, even with their 
inexperience, were generally favored to beat the Penguins, perhaps only 
because of home-ice advantage that did manifest itself in Game 7.  

But this round? Carolina is an overwhelming favorite in the stepchild of 
the second round, with the other three matchups (Lightning-Panthers; 
Avalanche-Blues; Oilers-Flames) flush with more tantalizing and romantic 
story lines.  

The Rangers, who will need to play their four best and most disciplined 
games of the season in order to have a shot at pulling this off, will 
attempt to use their underdog status to their advantage. They’ll use 
anything they can get, and why not?  

“I think definitely I think we can use that,” Fox said. “I think certainly 
people weren’t expecting us to maybe get this far or have a shot against 
this team but we’re a confident group. When the pressure is not on you to 
win I guess you can play a little more loose — I don’t know if, ‘loose,’ is 
the right word — but we trust ourselves.  

“The belief in our locker room has been high all year. It’s not for us to 
care what outside people think of our chances but we know what we’re 
capable of and are just going to try and go out there and show it.” 
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NHL playoffs: Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 1 odds and prediction today 

 

Action Network 

 

On paper, the Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers had similar 
seasons to this point. The two clubs were shot out of a cannon in the 
early going and never faded. Ultimately it was Carolina that finished first 
in the Metropolitan Division with 116 points, but the Rangers were right 
there with them until the very end, finishing six points adrift of the Canes 
by season’s end. 

But that’s really where the similarities between these two teams end. 
While the Rangers are a top-heavy team that relies on its star players – 
especially the one in goal – to be the difference, the Hurricanes are a 
balanced, well-drilled machine that is an absolute buzzsaw at 5-on-5. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 1 Odds 

Odds provided by BetMGM 

Spread: NYR +1.5 (-190) vs. CAR -1.5 (+155) 

Moneyline: NYR (+135) vs. CAR (-165) 

Total: Over 5.5 (-120) | Under 5.5 (=100) 

The BetMGM Logo 

Claim a Risk-Free First Bet up to $1,000 

New customers only. Must be 21+. AZ, CO, IA, IL, IN, LA, MI, NJ, NY, 
PA, TN, VA, WV, WY only. Full T&C apply. 

Caesars Sportsbook Logo Square 

Get up to $1100 in first bet insurance 

New users only, 21 or older. NY, CO, DC, IA, IN, IL, MI, NV, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. Full T&Cs apply. 

The WynnBet Logo 

Bet $50 Get $200 in Free Bets 

21+. New customers only. NY, AZ, CO, CT, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. T&C apply 

The PointsBet Logo 

Get two Risk-Free Bets up to $2,000 

New players only, 21 or older. Available in CO, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, NY, PA, 
VA, WV only. Full T&C apply. 

The BetRivers Logo 

100% First Deposit Match up to $250 with promo code NYPBONUS 

New players only, 21+. NY, NJ, MI, AZ, VA only. In order to participate in 
this promotion, the player needs to make a first deposit (of at least $10). 
Full T&C apply. 

FanDuel Logo Square 

Claim a $1,000 Risk-Free Bet 

21+. New customers only. NY, AZ, CO, CT, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. T&C apply 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 1 prediction 

The Hurricanes finished with the third-best goal differential, second-best 
shot attempt rate, fourth-best expected goals rate, and third-best high-
danger scoring chance rate at 5-on-5 this season. That could be a 
problem for the Rangers, who ranked 14th, 25th, 24th, and 21st, 
respectively, in those same categories. And while the Blueshirts did show 

signs of improvement over the course of the season at 5-on-5, those 
gains did not show up in Round 1 against the Penguins. 

Going up against a depleted team, the Rangers struggled mightily to 
drive play at 5-on-5 and had plenty of issues in their own zone. By the 
end of the series, the Rangers had conceded 116 high-danger scoring 
chances to the Penguins at 5-on-5. That’s a huge concern in this series 
as Carolina is a much stronger 5-on-5 team than the Penguins. 

Even so, the Rangers don’t need to tilt the ice at 5-on-5 to have success. 
The Blueshirts finished with 110 points in a season where their expected 
goals rate was around 47%. With their high-skill players like Mika 
Zibanejad, Chris Kreider, Adam Fox and Artemi Panarin, the Rangers 
don’t need a ton of chances to make you pay. Just ask the Penguins. 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. New York Rangers 

New York will need to be clinical to contend in this series, but it’s not a 
given that Carolina will walk through the Rangers. Sure, the Canes 
should create more scoring chances and they will likely have more of the 
puck, but Igor Shesterkin gives the Rangers a chance in any type of 
game and series.  

That said, Shesterkin did wobble at times against the Penguins. Part of 
that can be chalked up to a porous defense, but the soon-to-be-anointed 
Vezina Trophy winner wasn’t up to his normal standards in the middle 
part of Round 1. Shesterkin was still good enough to keep the Rangers in 
a series in which they were outplayed, but it’s not like his job is going to 
get any easier against an offense that generated the second-most high-
danger scoring chances at 5-on-5 during the regular season.  

It’s rare you see a total set at 5.5 in the NHL these days and given the 
volume of chances the Hurricanes should generate and the Rangers’ 
clinical offense, it’s worth backing the over, even if it moves to a flat 6.  

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 1 pick: 

Over 5.5 goals scored -120 (Caesars) 
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Inside Rangers-Hurricanes matchup: Predicting the second-round series 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The Rangers are on to the second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs for 
the first time since 2017. Their opponent, the Hurricanes, are back here 
for a second straight season and the third time in the last four years. 
There’s no doubt the Rangers are the underdogs, but this is a team that 
made NHL history in Round 1 by recording three consecutive comeback 
wins in elimination games within the same series. 

Never count the Blueshirts out. 

Nevertheless, Carolina has proven to be a hurdle the Rangers have yet 
to be able to clear. Dating back to the 2020 bubble, where the Hurricanes 
swept them in the qualifying round in three games, the Rangers have 
only won once in their last seven meetings. That one victory came on 
March 20, when backup goalie Alexandar Georgiev stole the show with a 
44-save performance in a 2-0 shutout. 

“We know it’s a challenge,” Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant said. 
“Carolina is a real good hockey team. They went through a tough series, 
too. They played Boston for seven games, so I think both teams are on 
even keel. We’re going to take it one game at a time and go from there. 
But we feel good about our chances.” 

The Post’s Mollie Walker takes a look at how the teams match up: 
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Goaltending 

The Hurricanes’ No. 1 goalie, Frederik Andersen, has been battling a 
lower-body injury since the end of the regular season and didn’t play in 
their first-round matchup with the Bruins. Former Blueshirt Antti Raanta 
has primarily been Carolina’s starting netminder. A journeyman who 
spent two seasons in New York, Raanta has decent playoff numbers for 
the sample size that it is (11 games, 3-3 record, 2.74 goals-against 
average and .908 save percentage), but the Rangers still take this 
category easily. 

Andersen was one of the few NHL goalies who kept up with the Rangers’ 
Igor Shesterkin this season. Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said there 
wouldn’t be any more updates on Andersen until he practices with the 
team. 

Shesterkin got his first taste of playoff hockey on the road in Round 1 and 
he steadily improved away from home as the series progressed. His 39 
saves and .929 save percentage in the Rangers’ Game 7 win against the 
Penguins proved he can rise to the occasion. 

Corey Sipkin 

Edge: Rangers 

Defense 

The Rangers and Hurricanes both had the two lowest goals-against 
averages and goals-against totals during the regular season, with 
Carolina holding a slight edge at 2.44 and 200, respectively, compared to 
the Rangers’ 2.49 and 204. The Hurricanes also finished with the lowest 
shots-against average in the NHL at 28.2 per game, while the Rangers 
had the third highest at 30.8. 

This is a testament to how the Hurricanes seemingly always have the 
puck, which naturally allows them to play less defense. The Hurricanes’ 
top two defensemen, Jaccob Slavin and former Ranger Tony DeAngelo, 
lead the team with eight points each in the playoffs. Brett Pesce and 
former Ranger Brady Skjei have also had impactful seasons. 

The Rangers have gotten some production from their defensemen as 
well. Adam Fox is second on the team in points with 10, while K’Andre 
Miller and Jacob Trouba have chipped in a couple of goals as well, in 
addition to drawing the top opponent matchups. 

Edge: Hurricanes 

Forwards 

The Rangers are trading in a tough matchup with the Penguins’ top line 
of Jake Guentzel-Sidney Crosby-Bryan Rust for one that is just as 
difficult in the Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov-Sebastian Aho-Seth Jarvis. 
However, this Hurricanes team can get offensive contributions up and 
down its lineup. It’s a group that averaged 3.38 goals per game during 
the regular season. 

Carolina’s one-two punch down the middle in Aho and Vincent Trocheck 
is a handful. There’s another one on the left wing, too, in Svechnikov and 
Teuvo Teravainen. These skaters can push the pace and know how to tilt 
the ice. 

The Rangers’ Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano will be 
preoccupied defensively, again. But it wasn’t until that top line got hot — 
which was partially due to Crosby missing part of Game 5 and all of 
Game 6 — that the Rangers were able to separate themselves from the 
Penguins. The middle six, especially Artemi Panarin, Andrew Copp and 
Alexis Lafreniere, will have to contribute even more on offense than they 
did in the previous series. 

Edge: Hurricanes 

Special teams 

The Rangers have gotten a lot out of their special teams this postseason. 
Every power play and every penalty kill seemingly gives the team a boost 

and provides scoring chances, with the man-advantage and while 
shorthanded. 

With Tyler Motte and Ryan Lindgren back in the fold, the Rangers’ PK is 
in its best form. The power play wasn’t as effective in Round 1 as it was 
in the regular season, but it still generated tremendous offensive-zone 
time and goals in big moments. 

Edge: Rangers 

New York Rangers Gerard Gallant on the bench  

Gerard Gallant has the Rangers into the second round of the playoffs in 
his first season behind their bench. 

Coaching 

Brind’Amour has been with the Hurricanes for the past 11 seasons, the 
first seven as an assistant before he took over as head coach in 2018-19. 
In addition to having a pulse on his team and knowing what makes it go, 
Brind’Amour has coached in the playoffs each season since he became 
the bench boss in Carolina. 

Gallant has played a major role in pulling the best out of this Rangers 
team this season, there’s no debating that. His style and approach 
empowers his players, but every decision and matchup choice is 
amplified in the playoffs. 

Edge: Hurricanes 

Prediction 

The Rangers have proven they deserved to get to this point, but the 
Canes have been banging on the door to the Eastern Conference finals 
for some time now and are built to actually do it this season. 

Hurricanes in six 
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'Kid Line' combines for another goal, continues to impress for Rangers 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. —  The Kid Line continues to lead the way for the 
Rangers. 

Filip Chytil, 22, had the lone goal in the Rangers’ 2-1 overtime loss to the 
Hurricanes in Game 1 of their second-round series on Wednesday night 
at PNC Arena. Alexis Lafreniere, 20, had the lone assist and Kaapo 
Kakko, 21, had two chances that perhaps should have been goals. 

“They were outstanding,” coach Gerard Gallant said. “That goal they 
scored and then they had four or five other great chances. It would have 
been great if they could finished another one but they played real good 
hockey. I’m real happy with them.” 

Lafreniere is now the fourth 20-or-under Ranger in team history with at 
least five points in a single postseason. He rang a shot off the crossbar in 
the second period. 

With the Rangers leading 1-0 in the third, Kakko could not connect on a 
breakaway at 11:19, then missed a wide-open net with a sharp-angle 
shot on his next shift. 

Blais skating 

Sammy Blais was back on the ice with Rangers teammates for the first 
time during Wednesday’s optional morning skate, a promising step in the 
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scrappy right wing’s recovery from a right anterior cruciate ligament injury 
suffered on Nov. 14. 

It’s still unlikely Blais will be available against the Hurricanes in this 
series. 

“He worked hard and he’s got to that stage where he can start to skate 
now,” Gallant said. “It’s possible [this series]. I’m not going to rule him out 
today, but you could probably figure that out.” 

Blue notes 

Jacob Trouba had five blocked shots and a team-high six hits as he 
logged a game-high 28:13. The defenseman was also on the ice for both 
of the Hurricanes’ goals . . . Barclay Goodrow (lower body) did not skate 
despite the Rangers’ hope he can return at some point in this series. 
He’s been out since Game 1 against the Penguins in the first round. 
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Rangers surrender lead late in third, drop Game 1 to Hurricanes in 
overtime 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Sometimes, there can be two truths. 

For instance, the Rangers’ 2-1 overtime loss to the Carolina Hurricanes 
in Game 1 of their second-round series on Wednesday night at PNC 
Arena suggested they can match — or even play better than — the 
Metropolitan Division champions. 

However, it’s also true the fast-skating Hurricanes can beat the Rangers 
when they play at what coach Gerard Gallant considered their absolute 
best. 

“I was really happy with our game,” Gallant said. “They put a big push on 
in the third period, the first 10 minutes, and we weathered that storm. 

“But the first two periods was perfect hockey for us. We didn’t spend a lot 
of time in our zone. We got pucks out. We had real good offensive 
chances, didn’t capitalize on all of them. But I thought it was our best 
game of the year.” 

It was an unlikely hero who won it for Carolina. Defenseman Ian Cole 
scored the winner through traffic off defenseman Ryan Lindgren’s stick at 
3:12 of the extra period after Sebastian Aho finally scored the equalizer 
on a backhander near the crease at 17:37 of the third period. 

Cole entered with one goal in 103 career playoff games. His last playoff 
goal came in 2016 with Pittsburgh. 

The Hurricanes took seven shots in the opening 4:50 of the final period 
and the Rangers didn’t get their first shot until 11:19. 

Game 2 is Friday night. 

“We would like to score more goals,” Mika Zibanejad said. “But, at the 
same time, I thought we controlled the play. We did a lot of good things. 
If we get those chances again, I’m sure we’ll score a couple more.” 

Igor Shesterkin made 24 saves after stopping the sparse, 14 shots he 
faced in the first two periods behind a structurally sound defensive effort. 
The Rangers, particularly through the first two periods, kept most of the 
Hurricanes’ chances to the outside. More importantly, they kept the puck 
up ice. 

“We know they’re a good forechecking team,” Zibanejad said. “Part of 
that defending was not defending much. Making the little plays. Getting 

the pucks out, getting the pucks in. We wanted the win. But we get a 
chance again on Friday to try and get the split and go home.” 

Antti Raanta made 27 saves, including some spectacular ones from in 
tight to keep the Hurricanes within one goal. That included stretching to 
get his toe on Filip Chytil’s chance at the right post off Kaapo Kakko’s 
feed from the slot at 14:44 of the first period. 

“We had good chances, we hit a couple of posts. He made some good 
saves,” said Chytil, who scored in the first period and whose Kid Line 
with Kakko and Alexis Lafreniere was the Rangers’ best trio. “I think we 
have to make a little more traffic in front of him and score these goals.” 

Perhaps the biggest takeaway from Game 1 for the Rangers is the need 
to do more with any lead they get after often playing from behind in their 
seven-game, first-round series win over the Penguins. The Hurricanes 
play a faster, more dangerous game. 

The Rangers entered the series a perceived underdog despite finishing 
second in the Metropolitan with 110 points, just six behind the 
Hurricanes. 

That’s likely to be a rallying point for the Rangers after they rallied from a 
3-1 series deficit to eliminate the Penguins with a come-from-behind, 4-3, 
overtime win in Sunday’s Game 7 at Madison Square Garden. The 
Rangers also overcame two-goal deficits in both Game 5 and 6 and lost 
that Game 1, 4-3, in triple overtime. 

“I don’t pay no attention to that,” Gallant said. “I’m sure the players look 
at it and say ‘well we’re the underdogs again. I think it’s good. I think it’s 
good for the group.” 

The Rangers nearly survived the Hurricanes’ third-period push and 
Shesterkin preserved the 1-0 lead by squeezing his pads to rob Teuvo 
Teravainen from in tight at 2:05. Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
shuffled his lines in the third period to place Teravainen with Aho. 

Kakko lost a chance to make it 2-0 when he missed a wide open net from 
a sharp angle with just over six minutes to go. That came back to haunt 
the Rangers. 

After the Rangers chased the puck through a couple of sluggish opening 
minutes to the game, they quickly established control through the first 
period. 

Chytil made it 1-0 at 7:07 from just inside the right circle. Lafreniere 
created the play, intercepting ex-Rangers defenseman Tony DeAngelo’s 
neutral-zone pass and starting a transition rush before finding Chytil 
open. 
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Adam Fox, young Rangers gained valuable experience in first round of 
playoffs 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers made it to Wednesday night’s Game 1 
of their second-round series against the Hurricanes thanks to a thrilling, 
come-from-behind 4-3 overtime Game 7 win over the Penguins at 
Madison Square Garden three days prior. 

Of course, watching that game was tenser for some than others. 

“They’ve definitely been to Rangers’ playoff games (before),” 
defenseman Adam Fox, of Jericho, said of his family, longtime season-
ticket holders. “My dad (Bruce) was saying he couldn’t even enjoy that 
last game because of the nerves of everything. It was definitely fun for 
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them but, at the same time, I don’t know how much fun it was watching a 
Game 7 overtime with their kid on the ice. I guess that goes for any 
parent. 

“But to be on the ice and have them at a playoff series watching me, it’s 
special and I’m really glad they’re able to come.” 

Fox, 24, won the Norris Trophy as the NHL’s top defenseman in 2021. 
But this marks his first, true playoff run in his three seasons since the 
Rangers being swept in a best-of-five qualifying round by the Hurricanes 
in the COVID-19-forced playoff bubble in Toronto in 2020 doesn’t really 
count. 

Fox had three goals and seven assists against the Penguins, becoming 
just the seventh defenseman in NHL history with at least one point in all 
seven games of a playoff series and the first Rangers’ skater to 
accomplish the feat. 

Despite the success – both individually and for the team – it was very 
definitely a learning experience that Fox knows will be needed in this 
second round. 

The Rangers not only rallied in Game 7 against the Penguins but 
overcame a 3-1 series deficit by rallying from two goals down in both 
Games 5 and 6. 

“I think it’s huge,” Fox said. “I think it definitely gives us a bit of 
confidence to know we have the ability to beat good teams. I think the 
way we did it, too, gives us confidence to know we’re never out of a 
game. I think we’re definitely a confident group right now. We’re trusting 
each other and just trying to play good hockey. 

“Personally, I’ve never played in the playoffs. Every game is so intense. 
Every shift, you can’t really have any lapses. Every mistake is amplified. 
Going through it and knowing you could beat a good team, it definitely 
gives you confidence.” 

The Rangers won three of four games at the Garden in the first round but 
certainly looked intimidated by the raucous Pittsburgh crowds in Games 
3 and 4, though they came back to win Game 6 on the road. 

That’s another lesson Fox believes will help the Rangers against the 
Hurricanes. 

“Everyone, right from the start, upped their intensity,” Fox said. “Being at 
home helped us a bit to feed off that crowd energy right from the start. 
Hopefully, we’ve adjusted to being on the road, that’s a little different 
atmosphere for everyone being on the road in the playoffs. But I think we 
kind of understand how we have to play in those situations.” 

Fox is far from the Rangers’ lone younger defenseman. Braden 
Schneider is 20, K’Andre Miller is 22, Ryan Lindgren is 24 and, like Fox, 
all are going through their first NHL playoff run. 

To coach Gerard Gallant, it’s been so good, so far. 

Fox led the Rangers in average ice time in the first round with 28:25, 
followed by Miller’s 26:33. Lindgren was fourth with an average of 23:51. 

“They play a lot of minutes,” Gallant said. “(Fox) plays in all situations. 
Our group of defensemen did as good a job as they could so I’m happy 
with the way we’re playing.” 

Fox believes the Rangers’ youth may be an advantage, and he’s 
including Filip Chytil, 22, centering Kaapo Kakko, 21, and Alexis 
Lafreniere, 20, on The Kid Line. 

“We still definitely have a pretty young group here,” Fox said. “But I think 
it also might help us. We’re an energetic group. Maybe, sometimes, we 
don’t know any better, the way we’ve won games maybe we shouldn’t 
have. But those guys, they’ve been great for us. It doesn’t seem like the 
moment is too big for them.” 
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Adam Fox, young Rangers gained valuable experience in first round of 
playoffs 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers made it to Wednesday night’s Game 1 
of their second-round series against the Hurricanes thanks to a thrilling, 
come-from-behind 4-3 overtime Game 7 win over the Penguins at 
Madison Square Garden three days prior. 

Of course, watching that game was tenser for some than others. 

“They’ve definitely been to Rangers’ playoff games (before),” 
defenseman Adam Fox, of Jericho, said of his family, longtime season-
ticket holders. “My dad (Bruce) was saying he couldn’t even enjoy that 
last game because of the nerves of everything. It was definitely fun for 
them but, at the same time, I don’t know how much fun it was watching a 
Game 7 overtime with their kid on the ice. I guess that goes for any 
parent. 

“But to be on the ice and have them at a playoff series watching me, it’s 
special and I’m really glad they’re able to come.” 

Fox, 24, won the Norris Trophy as the NHL’s top defenseman in 2021. 
But this marks his first, true playoff run in his three seasons since the 
Rangers being swept in a best-of-five qualifying round by the Hurricanes 
in the COVID-19-forced playoff bubble in Toronto in 2020 doesn’t really 
count. 

Fox had three goals and seven assists against the Penguins, becoming 
just the seventh defenseman in NHL history with at least one point in all 
seven games of a playoff series and the first Rangers’ skater to 
accomplish the feat. 

Despite the success – both individually and for the team – it was very 
definitely a learning experience that Fox knows will be needed in this 
second round. 

The Rangers not only rallied in Game 7 against the Penguins but 
overcame a 3-1 series deficit by rallying from two goals down in both 
Games 5 and 6. 

“I think it’s huge,” Fox said. “I think it definitely gives us a bit of 
confidence to know we have the ability to beat good teams. I think the 
way we did it, too, gives us confidence to know we’re never out of a 
game. I think we’re definitely a confident group right now. We’re trusting 
each other and just trying to play good hockey. 

“Personally, I’ve never played in the playoffs. Every game is so intense. 
Every shift, you can’t really have any lapses. Every mistake is amplified. 
Going through it and knowing you could beat a good team, it definitely 
gives you confidence.” 

The Rangers won three of four games at the Garden in the first round but 
certainly looked intimidated by the raucous Pittsburgh crowds in Games 
3 and 4, though they came back to win Game 6 on the road. 

That’s another lesson Fox believes will help the Rangers against the 
Hurricanes. 

“Everyone, right from the start, upped their intensity,” Fox said. “Being at 
home helped us a bit to feed off that crowd energy right from the start. 
Hopefully, we’ve adjusted to being on the road, that’s a little different 
atmosphere for everyone being on the road in the playoffs. But I think we 
kind of understand how we have to play in those situations.” 

Fox is far from the Rangers’ lone younger defenseman. Braden 
Schneider is 20, K’Andre Miller is 22, Ryan Lindgren is 24 and, like Fox, 
all are going through their first NHL playoff run. 

To coach Gerard Gallant, it’s been so good, so far. 
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Fox led the Rangers in average ice time in the first round with 28:25, 
followed by Miller’s 26:33. Lindgren was fourth with an average of 23:51. 

“They play a lot of minutes,” Gallant said. “(Fox) plays in all situations. 
Our group of defensemen did as good a job as they could so I’m happy 
with the way we’re playing.” 

Fox believes the Rangers’ youth may be an advantage, and he’s 
including Filip Chytil, 22, centering Kaapo Kakko, 21, and Alexis 
Lafreniere, 20, on The Kid Line. 

“We still definitely have a pretty young group here,” Fox said. “But I think 
it also might help us. We’re an energetic group. Maybe, sometimes, we 
don’t know any better, the way we’ve won games maybe we shouldn’t 
have. But those guys, they’ve been great for us. It doesn’t seem like the 
moment is too big for them.” 
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The 'Ex' factor adds intriguing element to Rangers-Hurricanes series 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — It’s the ex-Rangers vs. the Rangers. 

Well, not really. But the Hurricanes had ex-Rangers forward Jesper Fast, 
defensemen Tony DeAngelo, Brady Skjei and Brendan Smith and goalie 
Antti Raanta in their lineup for Game 1 of their second-round series on 
Wednesday night at PNC Arena. Plus, Derek Stepan was a healthy 
scratch. 

“Playing there and having a couple of friends over there, I think it will be 
that much more to getting on the ice and making sure you compete,” said 
Smith, who signed as a free agent after four-plus seasons with the 
Rangers. 

“I’m excited,” said Fast, who played for the Rangers from 2013-20 before 
joining the Hurricanes as a free agent. “A little special feeling playing the 
Rangers in the playoffs.” 

Raanta, who served as Henrik Lundqvist’s backup from 2015-17, started 
his fifth straight game and seventh of the playoffs with Frederik Andersen 
(lower body) out. 

“Playing with Hank was probably one of the biggest things,” Raanta said. 
“Great memories. My daughter was born in New York. That’s a big thing. 
A lot of good people in that organization.” 

The Rangers selected Skjei 28th overall in 2012 before trading him to the 
Hurricanes on Feb. 24, 2020. He matched his career high with 39 points 
this season. 

“This year he has been put in a real position to succeed,” said Smith, 
who was paired with Skjei when he first joined the Rangers. “If he’s not 
our best D-man, he’s right in the mix. I did foresee this. He does 
everything.” 

The Hurricanes won three of the four regular-season games between the 
teams so Fast said the novelty of playing his former team has waned. 

“It was probably more at the beginning of the year when we were all 
coming in,” Fast said. “But when we play them four times, that’s behind 
us now.” 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Flames outslug Oilers; Canes outlast Rangers 

 

Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

 

Game 1: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 1 (OT) | Carolina leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Antti Raanta was the difference-maker for Carolina on 
Wednesday. He showed up for all 60 minutes when the teammates 
didn’t. The Rangers were the better team through two periods and 
challenged him with some high-quality looks. But he turned aside 26 of 
the 27 shots he faced, earning a .963 save percentage. When the shot 
quality he faced is accounted for, he saved 2.12 goals above expected, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. 

What was the key? It’s not how you start a game, it’s how you finish. The 
Hurricanes did not start this game well. The Corsi Canes got out-Corsi’d 
through two periods but battled back in the third. Carolina came out with 
adjusted line combinations in the hopes it would spark the club, and it 
evidently did the trick early in the period. The home team out-attempted 
the Rangers 22-9 in the third (which was played at five-on-five 
throughout) and generated 69 percent of the expected goals share. That 
pressure was kicked up a bit higher as time wound down, and that’s 
when Sebastian Aho cashed in. Carolina carried that over to overtime, 
out-attempting New York 6-1 and finishing on that last attempt. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes were called for only one penalty, even while 
trailing for most of the game. Carolina was called for 331 penalties in the 
regular season and another 36 heading into Game 1. Though the 
Hurricanes have an elite power-play kill unit that can support their 
occasionally undisciplined play, the Rangers have a dangerous power 
play that can challenge Carolina. That’s why staying out of the box is so 
important in this series. Carolina was called for one penalty in the first, 
which the Rangers negated midway through with their own minor. After 
that, it was five-on-five play only throughout. 

The moment it was over: When a game goes to overtime, we don’t have 
much flex here. It’s always going to be the winner. That one came 
courtesy of Ian Cole just over three minutes into overtime. 

The moment of the game: Though the Rangers had numerous chances 
to build on that, Raanta’s strong play between the pipes kept them off the 
board. There was an opportunity for the visiting team to really firm its 
lead with another goal when Kaapo Kakko generated a chance with just 
over seven minutes left in regulation. He basically had an empty net but 
couldn’t convert. The puck went right through the blue paint. So when the 
Hurricanes managed to pull even just minutes later, it was clear that 
missed opportunity bit the Rangers. 

— Shayna Goldman 

Rangers worry meter:    … The Rangers played two of their best 
periods of the season and still lost this game. That’s not ideal! 

Hurricanes worry meter:   … And we were worried about goaltending 
for Carolina going into the playoffs? 

Game 1: Flames 9, Oilers 6 | Calgary leads 1-0 

Who was the guy? Mike Smith. Just kidding. Mikko Koskinen. Just 
kidding. Jacob Markstrom. Extremely just kidding. Of the many bizarre 
stats and moments and occurrences to come out of … whatever that 
was, we’re going to focus on one in this spot: 15 goals were spread out 
over 11 separate goal-scorers. That’s surprising, right? There were three 
multigoal guys by the end of this one, and just one of them had a hat 
trick. Matthew Tkachuk, take a bow. 

All three of Tkachuk’s goals were crucial in their own way. His first, a 
second-period power-play deflection, put the Flames up 6-2; a few 
moments earlier, Markstrom made what might have been the only big 
save of the night on either side. The effect was a huge momentum swing. 
Tkachuk scored his second after he darted out of the penalty box to 
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scoop up a loose puck in the Oilers’ zone. That pushed Calgary’s lead 
back to two goals, 8-6, with 12:05 remaining. We’ll talk about the third 
goal shortly. 

Matthew Tkachuk right out of the box, oh my #Flames lead 2-1 
pic.twitter.com/reSCXz0LPz 

— Hailey Salvian (@hailey_salvian) April 3, 2021 

That sort of top-end production was missing from the Flames’ first-round 
series against Dallas (in which 29 goals, total, were scored). Tkachuk 
was pulling a zero in the “G” column until Game 7. Now? He looks just 
fine. Throw in the, uh, extra engagement with Evander Kane before Goal 
No. 2 — and, really, throughout the game — and we got the full Tkachuk 
experience. 

What was the key? It’s hard to pick just one, but the Oilers — in defiance 
of logic, everything about this game and their general identity as a team 
— went 0-for-4 on the power play. If you told me that we’d watch an 
Oilers game involving 15 goals and none from the Edmonton power play, 
I’d have to question your hockey knowledge. Alas, that’s what happened. 

Edmonton’s five-on-five success was thanks, largely, to Markstrom; the 
Oilers put only 20 shots on him there, and their expected goals were a 
whopping 1.58, rather than the six they actually scored. Still, goals are 
goals — and the fact that a lethal power play put up a doughnut is both 
surprising and important. 

Key stat: 1993. That’s the last year an NHL team scored six goals in a 
regulation-length playoff game and lost. That team? The Calgary Flames, 
in a 9-6 loss to the Los Angeles Kings. Also, that was the last playoff 
game in which both teams combined for at least 14 goals. 

The moment it was over: Tkachuk’s empty-netter. And I’m not totally sold 
on that, either. Shoutout to Keith Tkachuk, by the way. This is a man who 
watched his son score three times, seemed to have a lovely night with 
the rest of his family and refused to be pressured into throwing his hat on 
the ice. When you get a good one, you hold on to it. 

endless respect for Keith Tkachuk. pic.twitter.com/UqiIVVRp4J 

— Sean Gentille (@seangentille) May 19, 2022 

The moment of the game: With a special nod to Brett Ritchie’s goal at 
6:05 of the first period to put the Flames up 3-0 and chase Smith, it was 
Rasmus Andersson, all by himself in the circle, beating Koskinen to 
break a short-lived tie. 

The Oilers come back from being down 6-2 to tie it up 6-6. 

And then Koskinen allows a goal within two minutes. That's… something. 
pic.twitter.com/ldHtSeS9xB 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 19, 2022 

Flames worry meter:    … It’s worth stating outright: Calgary beat the 
brakes off Edmonton in most areas of this game. If this is the version of 
Markstrom the Flames get, it’ll be a problem, but his night felt more fluky 
than anything. 

Oilers worry meter:      … They’re down 1-0, and their issues 
coming out of this one aren’t as easy to explain. The Flames aren’t the 
Kings, either. 

— Sean Gentille 

Three stars 

On tap for Thursday 

• Lightning at Panthers, 7 p.m. ET (Lightning lead 1-0) 

• Blues at Avalanche, 9:30 p.m. ET (Avalanche lead 1-0) 
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Rangers start strong, ‘had good chances’ but lose Game 1 to Hurricanes 
in OT 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

RALEIGH — There are a lot of ways to feel about this one. 

Mika Zibanejad, as you’d expect, was looking on the bright side after the 
Rangers’ 2-1 overtime loss. It’s hard not to for the Rangers, who played 
their two best periods of the entire playoffs in the first and second on 
Wednesday, limiting the high-powered Hurricanes to just 14 shots on Igor 
Shesterkin while keeping bodies away from the net front, making simple, 
strong plays along the walls and in the neutral zone and just overall 
playing a very complete game. 

At least for part of the night. 

“I thought we played great for the first 50 (minutes),” Zibanejad said. 
“There’s a lot of good things we can take with us from this game.” 

The danger in believing that the Rangers can replicate what they were 
able to accomplish through 40 minutes — we have to take issue with 
Zibanejad’s 50-minute assertion, since Carolina had the first seven shots 
on goal of the third period — is that there’s a very small chance certain 
key Hurricanes will play the way they did in Game 1. 

You likely won’t see Jaccob Slavin, one of the top defensemen in the 
league, post a 12.5 percent shot share (two for, 14 against) while on the 
ice against almost anyone, much less the Rangers’ Kid Line of Alexis 
Lafreniere, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. That line was magnificent in 
Game 1, producing the Rangers’ only goal on a gift giveaway from Tony 
DeAngelo and a pretty feed from Lafreniere to Chytil. 

That line also could have had maybe three other goals. Antti Raanta 
denied Chytil later in the first, Lafreniere hit the post in the second and 
Kakko missed on a breakaway and an open-net rebound in the third, the 
latter a real dagger that could have made it 2-0 with inside of seven 
minutes to go. 

“I think we had good chances, he made some good saves,” Chytil said. “I 
think we have to make a little more traffic in front of him, score these 
goals — what was working for us last three games against Pittsburgh. 
Just put this to our heads now. We had good chances but we have to 
score the goals.” 

You may not see the Hurricanes’ top two lines neutralized the way they 
were in Game 1. Sebastian Aho did get free late in regulation for the 
tying goal off a mistimed Rangers forward change and a bit of a 
communication error between Jacob Trouba and K’Andre Miller — Miller 
was perhaps the best player on the ice in Game 1, burnishing his ever-
growing reputation with each playoff game — but you didn’t see much 
else dangerous from Carolina’s top six or really anyone else until the 
third. 

“You know they’re a good forechecking team, part of that defending was 
not defending much,” Zibanejad said. “Getting pucks out, getting pucks 
in. Something we have to keep doing.” 

It was easy to forget the Rangers battled the Canes to the final week of 
the season for the Jennings Trophy, awarded to the team that surrenders 
the fewest goals. The Rangers forgot that part of their game too against 
the Penguins, serving up great scoring chances on a minute-by-minute 
basis while putting up very little resistance to Pittsburgh’s forecheck. 

The Rangers were a different team on Wednesday here. A Hurricanes 
team that averaged 35 shots on goal a game at home this season was 
trying to play their game, throwing pucks from all angles and hunting 
them down, but they were beaten to spots by the Rangers, who played 
as a five-man unit in the slot and won more wall battles on breakouts in 
two periods than they did in seven games against the Pens. 
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And yet. For all the good, the Rangers needed that second goal. 
Zibanejad’s line got worked over a bit by Jordan Staal’s checking line and 
the Ryan Strome trio wasn’t particularly effective at the offensive end. 
The best and most consistent forecheck and rush chances came from 
the Rangers’ bottom six — the Kid Line kids were the stars but let’s not 
forget the work of Tyler Motte, Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves, who 
were on the move all night and barely ever pinned in their own end. 

Ryan Lindgren ended up on the wrong end of Ian Cole’s OT winner, 
accidentally tipping a harmless shot behind Shesterkin. Lindgren missed 
the bulk of the first period trying to manage what’s believed to be a high-
ankle sprain suffered at the end of the regular season. The injury cost 
him Games 2-4 against the Penguins and it clearly may cost him time in 
games, but he’s gutting it out and played another solid game even with 
the unlucky tip at the end. 

The major criticism of Game 1 was how the Hurricanes surged at the 
start of the third and the Rangers couldn’t get themselves sorted out for 
10-12 minutes. “I didn’t think we got pucks deep enough,” Zibanejad said. 
“They’re a quick team, let’s not forget about that. They got their push. I 
thought we could do a little better job trying to push up higher, get into 
their zone, do what we did the first 50 minutes.” 

There really isn’t much to fix. Score a few more goals, obviously. Don’t let 
Carolina get to work on the cycle. After watching how the Rangers 
defended against the Penguins, their overall Game 1 was impressive no 
matter the result. 

But the result is what matters, so for all the talk of carrying this one 
forward to Friday’s Game 2, the Rangers are still in a hole against a team 
that can’t be expected to be handled the same way next time. 
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Rangers confidential: NHL insiders anonymously break down the 
Hurricanes series 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

Our panel of NHL insiders was all-in on the Rangers against the 
Penguins in the opening round of the playoffs. They were right, though 
maybe that first series didn’t exactly play out the way most of our group 
thought it would. 

They all are taking a very different view of Rangers-Hurricanes, which 
begins Wednesday. Let’s get to the scouting reports and breakdowns of 
what may not be a promising matchup for the Rangers but has the 
potential to be a long, entertaining series. 

The coach 

“Carolina plays man (to man) all over the ice, so it’s going to be a little 
different look for the Rangers than what they saw in the first round. The 
Rangers have a good power play. Carolina had the best penalty kill in the 
league this year. So one of those could end up being a factor. The 
Rangers’ young guys gained some experience against Pittsburgh and 
that should help build their confidence. They looked nervous a few times, 
but that should be gone now. 

“Carolina is just in-your-face. They play a relentless style. But I don’t 
think they’re as skilled as the Rangers. (Artemi) Panarin, (Mika) 
Zibanejad have to make good decisions. They won’t have the time and 
space they had against Pitt. The Rangers have to manage the puck 
really well. Carolina can force you into turnovers, so the Rangers have to 
be real conscious of puck management. You start turning pucks over on 
the rush, in the neutral zone and give Carolina a short track, you’re toast. 

They’re great at holding gaps and closing on you quick. You have to play 
high-percentage hockey. 

“The Canes are a big team too. You don’t think of them that way, but 
they’ve got great size. They love to play behind your net and run a lot of 
the offense through there. The Rangers have to be able to close fast in 
the D-zone. There’s going to be pucks coming from everywhere on (Igor) 
Shesterkin, and the Rangers have to be disciplined and smart. 

“It’s a tough, tough series for the Rangers. I picked them to win this one 
even before the playoffs started, so I can’t change now. Turk (Gerard 
Gallant) probably didn’t love a lot of what they did against the Penguins, 
but he can emphasize what they were able to do, which is come back 
from 3-1 down. ‘What did we do to be successful?’ So, they’ve learned. 
And they have the better goaltending.” 

The Eastern Conference executive 

“With all due respect to the Penguins, and I think they earned a ton of 
respect with that performance, this is a step up in weight class for New 
York. It’s hard to go against the Rangers this year with the run of good 
fortune they’ve been on for most of the season, but this will be a difficult 
challenge for them. 

“Shesterkin has been able to be the great eraser for a lot of mistakes this 
team made most of the season but wasn’t his superhuman self in the last 
series. Have to think fatigue is a part of it after the amount of games he’s 
had this season and the amount of quality chances they give up. The 
triple-overtime game and then 40-some shots the next game I don’t think 
helped going into Pittsburgh. The extra day before the next series starts 
should help him, but the cumulative toll of the season may be finally 
catching up to him. Even having said all of this, you still give the edge in 
goal to the Rangers. (Antti) Raanta gave Carolina solid goaltending to get 
through against Boston, but can he continue that for an extended period? 
I don’t think there is any reason to believe (Freddie) Andersen goes back 
in any time soon. 

“Matchups will be a key in this series. The (Jordan) Staal line went head-
to-head with (Patrice) Bergeron’s line in Carolina’s last series. I would 
imagine (Rod) Brind’Amour goes with that matchup against Zibanejad. 
Will Gallant try to get Zibanejad away from that at home? You would 
think so. Zibanejad and that line really struggled against Sid (Crosby), 
and Gallant didn’t seem to want to get away from that matchup. Maybe 
that was the best of the three options for him? (Sebastian) Aho’s line was 
neutralized on the road by Bergeron but produced at home when they 
were able to get him out against other lines. The Rangers had a big 
bright spot last series with the (Filip) Chytil kid line. It will be more of a 
challenge this round, I think, because Carolina’s lineup is a little deeper. 

“Watching (Tony) DeAngelo against his former team should be fun. He 
followed up a very good regular season with a strong first round. He’s 
been a really good fit on that team. They really made a smart decision 
moving on from (Dougie) Hamilton and signing DeAngelo. They haven’t 
missed a beat, and DeAngelo is a lot more of a competitor while putting 
up similar offensive numbers. Will be interesting to see if the Rangers try 
to get to him the way (Brad) Marchand did. Tony was a popular guy in 
that Ranger room and has a lot of good friends on the other side. 

“It’s hard to bet against the Rangers this year, but all the underlying 
numbers would say Carolina should have a distinct advantage in this 
series and should be able to advance. Having said that, would it surprise 
anyone if it took Carolina seven games to do it? Not after the season the 
Rangers have had. I do think though they’ve finally met their match in this 
one.” 

The Western Conference executive 

“It’ll be a team that plays faster than what the Rangers just got through 
with Pitt. Carolina’s strength was their depth against Boston. The Staal 
line was able to contain Bergeron. (Vincent) Trocheck’s line is solid too. 
They’re vulnerable on the goaltending side. 

“You’re going to have to be the best goalie in the series every game if 
you’re the Rangers. The difference in the power plays too — Carolina’s 
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PP didn’t look sharp, and the Rangers can live off that PP, even against 
Carolina. If the number of power plays stays the same from the first 
round, the Rangers can have an advantage there, and having the best 
goalie in the series is an advantage too. 

“(Andrew) Copp, (Tyler) Motte, having the foot soldiers to match (Jesper) 
Fast and those guys is important for the Rangers. On the back end, can 
they keep up with the speed and skill and defend? You need to keep 
them to two, three goals. 

“I think it’s going to be a long one. It could go seven. Who’s healthy and 
for how long, it seems to be having a major impact on these teams. The 
healthier teams, in general, are the ones who’ll move on.” 

Scout No. 1 

“Both teams just had to scratch and claw their way to four wins against 
battle-tested veteran teams. They should be riding high on confidence 
coming into the series. Shesterkin could be the trump card for New York, 
but this Carolina team is tenacious and fast. No matter the outcome I’m 
expecting a long series.” 

Scout No. 2 

“The Rangers will need to be much tighter defensively in this series. 
Carolina plays a very simple game, keeping the puck moving forward. 
They get everything to the net with bodies crashing all game. Carolina 
will make the Rangers’ defense turn for pucks, and if the Rangers aren’t 
clean on the breakout, they will have trouble in the D-zone. 

“I think the Rangers have better scoring depth than Boston, which will 
help, but Carolina has the edge in defense. They all skate well and 
defend hard. Carolina played more physically in the Boston series than I 
expected, but if the Rangers come out playing physically, especially on 
the top guys, it will increase their chances. I can see this series going 
seven. 

“This will be a different series for the Rangers, and adjusting will be key 
for them. Carolina has the edge on D, and the Rangers have the edge in 
goal, but Raanta had a heck of a series and can certainly steal games if 
he continues. Forward groups are a toss-up. This is where the overall 
depth comes into play.” 
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ESPN / Guide to the Battle of Alberta between Calgary Flames, 
Edmonton Oilers 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

Iconic sports rivalries are built to stand the test of time. 

No matter the players. No matter the coaches. No matter the standings. 
No matter who won the last game -- or the last 10. 

It's a seed planted between two teams that can't be uprooted. The bad 
blood is merely transfused, one generation to the next. 

The Battle of Alberta -- featuring the Edmonton Oilers and Calgary 
Flames -- is that kind of rivalry. Like a fine wine, it has only gotten better 
with age. And the latest vintage (Game 1, 9:30 ET, ESPN) could be a 
classic. 

On opposite ends of a 300-kilometer -- or 186-mile -- stretch of Alberta's 
provincial highway sit dueling hockey markets rife with passionate fans. 
They've been waiting more than 30 years to see the long-simmering 
enmity between these teams peak in a postseason series. 

The time, at last, is here. 

Calgary knocked off the Dallas Stars in a first-round series. Edmonton 
jettisoned the Los Angeles Kings. The reward in victory: a second-round 
clash against each franchise's biggest adversary. 

If you're new to the Battle of Alberta -- or you just need a refresher -- 
here's a history lesson on how one of hockey's rancorous rivalries was 
written. 

What is the Battle of Alberta? 

It all started in 1980. 

Edmonton had just joined the NHL when it merged with the World 
Hockey Association (WHA) in 1979. Shortly after, the NHL's Atlanta 
Flames relocated to Calgary. One professional team in each of the 
province's most populous hubs. Their hatred came naturally. 

The early 1980s began a general feeling-out process. And it didn't take 
long for Calgary and Edmonton to establish themselves among the NHL's 
elite. The Oilers had Wayne Gretzky coming into his own, which included 
swiftly shattering every milestone known to hockey. By 1983, Edmonton 
was constructing a dynastic team boasting not just Gretzky but future 
Hockey Hall of Famers Glenn Anderson, Paul Coffey, Mark Messier, 
Grant Fuhr and Jari Kurri. The legendary Glen Sather was behind their 
bench. 

It's no wonder then that the heat got turned up with Calgary, a team 
uninterested in playing second fiddle to anyone -- least of all Edmonton. 

That bitterness fueled both teams to greatness. From 1983 to '90, the 
Flames and Oilers were darlings of the Campbell Conference, with eight 
conference titles between them (six for Edmonton, two for Calgary). And 
during that stretch, an Alberta-based club won six out of the eight Stanley 
Cup championships (one by Calgary in 1989, the other five by Edmonton 
in a feat of dominance unmatched in the time since). 

The 1989 season was the Flames' real time to shine. Hall of Famers 
Lanny McDonald, Al MacInnis, Joe Mullen, Doug Gilmour and Joe 
Nieuwendyk went on the run of their lives. 

Since that first 1980-81 campaign, Edmonton and Calgary have played 
each other 256 times in the regular season. Calgary holds the overall 
advantage, with 128 wins to Edmonton's 110 (18 meetings ended in a 
tie). 

So how did two excellent, championship-caliber teams come to despise 
each other so deeply? 

Playoffs, baby. Playoffs. 

How did the feud really get going? 

Let's start with how the NHL postseason was structured. 

Back in the 1980s, the top four teams in each division made playoffs. 
Winners of the divisional rounds went on to the conference finals. 

Edmonton and Calgary were both in the Smythe Division. Their most 
likely progression was consistently through each other at some point. 
From 1983 to '91, the Oilers and Flames met in five postseason series. 
Edmonton won four (1983, 1984, 1988 and 1991) and went on to win two 
of its five Cups afterward. 

Calgary topped the Oilers in 1986, via a Game 7 that would take the 
simmering animosity to new heights. The pivotal matchup was tied 2-2 in 
the third period when Oilers rookie defenseman Steve Smith -- on his 
23rd birthday, no less -- banked a pass off Fuhr's leg and scored an own 
goal. It stood as the game winner for Calgary. 

The real bad energy picked up further in 1991. Edmonton led the best-of-
seven series 3-2 going into Game 6, where Theo Fleury stole a pass 
from Messier and beat Fuhr on a breakaway to seal a 3-2 overtime win 
for Calgary and force Game 7. That would be the Esa Tikkanen Show, 
where he completed a hat trick for the Oilers in overtime that put a 
dagger into Calgary's chances. 

And that was the last time Edmonton would see Calgary in a postseason 
series. Until now. 

What happened next? 
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After Gretzky was traded to Los Angeles in 1988, the Oilers were -- 
understandably -- not quite the same (for reasons other than just 
Gretzky's departure, but that was kind of a big deal). And after Calgary's 
run to the Cup in 1989, the Flames retooled -- and cooled. 

It would take almost a decade for either side to rebound. Calgary 
eventually reached another Cup Final in 2004, falling in Game 7 to the 
Tampa Bay Lightning. The Flames continued to make regular playoff 
appearances until 2009, and then went six years without one. Meanwhile, 
Edmonton faced the Carolina Hurricanes in the 2006 Cup Final, and fell 
in Game 7, too. The Oilers wouldn't be seen in the playoffs again until 
2016-17. 

During those years, the Oilers and Flames continued to wail on each 
other (even if they were no longer dominant by league standards). 
Calgary swept their regular season series in 2009-10 and 2014-15; 
Edmonton did the same in 2016-17. 

Amid all of that were some star-studded lineup additions making their 
own mark on the rivalry: 

    Jordan Eberle came on board for Edmonton and scored his first NHL 
goal against Calgary on Oct. 10, 2010, toe-dragging through the Flames' 
defense and backhanding the puck past Miikka Kiprusoff as he flew 
(Bobby Orr-style) into the boards. Mythical. 

    Connor McDavid has scored brilliant goals against basically everyone, 
but the ones he has potted against Calgary -- recording a hat trick 
against the Flames in their 2017-18 season-opening tilt for example -- 
have a little more cache than others. 

But it was Calgary's young phenom who really brought the Flames-Oilers 
rivalry into a new era. 

Because in case you haven't heard, Matthew Tkachuk has a bit of an 
edge. 

What's the latest? 

It was Jan. 11, 2020. Calgary and Edmonton battling on a Saturday night. 
The feisty Tkachuk has his eye on Oilers tough guy Zack Kassian, 
landing two hits early that Kassian said afterward felt "predatory" (one did 
knock his helmet off). Kassian responded by grabbing Tkachuk and 
tossing a punch, hoping to get him engaged in a fight. 

Tkachuk didn't go for it, Kassian received a double-minor penalty for 
roughing and a game misconduct, and Calgary scored the winning goal 
on that ensuing power play. 

Wild. 

Tkachuk was dubbed "Turtlechuk" by Oilers fans after that. Kassian got a 
two-game suspension for his actions. Boom. Rivalry re-explodes. 

Fast-forward to Jan. 29. Kassian finally got his fight with Tkachuk in the 
first period, and even thanked him for it afterward. 

But that wouldn't be the week's biggest headline out of Edmonton-
Calgary. Not by a long shot. 

On Feb. 1, a late-game scramble in front of Flames' goalie Cam Talbot 
led him to punch Oilers' forward Sam Gagner in the face. That started a 
full-blown line brawl. Talbot was tangled up with several players, but 
spied Edmonton netminder Mike Smith headed toward center ice. Talbot 
met him there, and they threw down in an impressive goalie fight for the 
ages: 

Ironically, Talbot had played for Edmonton the season before, when 
Smith was playing for Calgary. The tension was real. 

And it still is today. The last time Calgary met Edmonton was on March 
26, and the Flames blew open a 4-4 tie to win 9-5. 

That night didn't matter much in the grand scheme of either team's 
season. Now every shift, of every period, in every game of this series will 
carry more weight than ever before. 

What's on the line this time? 

Well, one of Edmonton or Calgary are going to the Western Conference 
finals. That's a big deal under regular circumstances. The fact this bid will 
come against each side's most hated rival? Glorious. 

The mayors of Edmonton and Calgary have a side wager going, too, 
honouring their counterparts of the past. 

Back in 1991, those cities' mayors -- Jan Reimer and Al Duerr -- said the 
person whose team lost would ride an ice resurfacing machine onto rival 
ice wearing the sweater from the other team in a properly humiliating 
process. 

And so it was for Calgary's Duerr, who had to pay the piper dressed in an 
Oilers sweater as he told the crowd, "I look terrible in these colors!" 

The current mayor of Calgary, Jyoti Gondek, issued a similar challenge 
to Edmonton's Amarjeet Sohi. The losing side's councillor will attend the 
first council meeting after the series in their rival team's jersey, and the 
mayor will do so wearing full face paint to commemorate the opposing 
team's win. 

It doesn't matter who you're cheering for; I think we all want to see that. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - Ranking Conn Smythe candidates 
heading into the second round 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

 

As the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs reach the second round, it's time to 
check in on the race for the Conn Smythe Trophy for playoff MVP. 

Keep in mind that the Conn Smythe is based on a player's performance 
during the entire postseason, not just the championship round. 

Here's a look at the field at the start of Round 2: 

The favorites 

Connor McDavid, C, Edmonton Oilers 

No one had the impact on a team that McDavid had on the Oilers in the 
first round. 

Please recall that Edmonton trailed the Los Angeles Kings 3-2 heading 
into Game 6. What happened next: McDavid was on the ice for all six 
goals the Oilers scored in their two straight wins to take the series, 
tallying two goals and three assists in the process. For the series, 
McDavid was on the ice for 19 of the Oilers' 27 goals. He had points in 
every game except Game 4, when Jonathan Quick didn't allow a goal. 

McDavid's 14 points in the series are the third-most in an opening 
Stanley Cup playoff round by an Art Ross Trophy winner, trailing only 
Mario Lemieux (17 in 1992 against the Washington Capitals) and Wayne 
Gretzky (15 in 1987 against Kings). Pretty good company to keep, and 
he's just getting started. 

Nathan MacKinnon, C, Cale Makar, D, Colorado Avalanche 

We'll group these two Avalanche stars together, but obviously only one of 
them can hoist the MVP trophy if Colorado wins the Cup. Many 
sportsbooks have them as co-favorites as the second round begins. 

MacKinnon had five goals in four games against the Juuse Saros-less 
Nashville Predators. But it was Makar that made a little history in Round 
1: Makar's 10 points were the most by a defenseman in the first four 
games of a postseason in NHL history. The Professional Hockey Writers 
Association, which helps select the Conn Smythe winner, already handed 
Makar a Norris Trophy nomination. One assumes he'd have the edge in a 
50-50 matchup with MacKinnon. 

Jacob Markstrom, G, Calgary Flames 
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It's hard to grab the spotlight when Jake Oettinger is stopping 272 of 285 
shots across the ice for the Dallas Stars. But Markstrom was outstanding 
for the Flames, posting a .943 save percentage and helping Calgary to a 
1.53 goals-against average. He posted a 1-0 victory in Game 1 and 
limited the Stars to a single goal in two other wins. Goalies have won the 
Conn Smythe 17 times, but Tampa Bay Lightning goalie Andrei 
Vasilevskiy in 2021 was the first one to win in the past nine postseasons. 

Carter Verhaeghe, LW, Florida Panthers 

One of the best stories of the postseason. Verhaeghe had six goals and 
six assists in the Panthers' first-round win over the Capitals. His 12 points 
trailed only McDavid. 

But it wasn't just what he scored but when: Four of his six goals either 
tied scores or gave the Panthers a lead, including two overtime game 
winners. One of those clinched the series in Game 6. 

On the cusp 

Aleksander Barkov, C, Claude Giroux, C, Panthers 

Barkov has been a player many assumed could be the MVP if the 
Panthers go all the way, given his point-per-game offense and defensive 
reputation, which earned him a Selke Trophy nomination. 

But watch out for Giroux, who had seven points in the first round, with 
five of them coming in the final two wins. He also has the narrative piece: 
a trade deadline blockbuster acquisition, who would win the first Cup of 
his career if the Panthers do. 

Adam Fox, D, Mika Zibanejad, C, New York Rangers 

It's a little stunning to think that the Rangers are in the second round and 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin isn't among the Conn Smythe favorites -- yet, 
at least. 

If New York had an MVP favorite, it would likely be Zibanejad, its leading 
scorer (11 points) who had a huge goal to tie the score in Game 7 
against Pittsburgh and an assist on Artemi Panarin's overtime series 
winner. Fox falls into a category that has produced its share of Conn 
Smythe winners: a point-producing defenseman (10 points in the first 
round) who logs a large amount of average ice time -- 28:25 on average 
through seven games, although that was a bit inflated by Game 1's triple 
overtime. 

Johnny Gaudreau, LW, Flames 

Markstrom might own the MVP corner for the Flames after the first round, 
but Johnny Hockey made a strong late addition to his case in Game 7. 
He assisted on Matthew Tkachuk's game-tying goal and then scored the 
overtime game winner to eliminate the Stars. He had eight points in 
seven games. How much does a playoff MVP trophy increase his 
contract ask as a free agent this summer? 

Victor Hedman, D, Nikita Kucherov, RW, Tampa Bay Lightning 

Hedman already has one of these, winning playoff MVP during the 
Lightning's first Stanley Cup in their back-to-back run. He had seven 
points in seven games against the Leafs, skating a team-high 25:42 per 
game. If the Lightning win another Cup, he'll be a primary reason why. 
Keep in mind the voters love him: Hedman was named a Norris Trophy 
finalist for the sixth consecutive season. 

Kucherov has been the playoffs' best player on the power play through 
eight games. Given that a couple of his teammates already have MVP 
honors, could we see the voters seek to honor Kucherov? Heck, the 
post-series press conference alone would be worth it. 

Darcy Kuemper, G, Avalanche 

The Avalanche goalie missed their clinching game against the Predators 
after taking a stick near the eye. When he was in, he was awesome: .934 
save percentage, helping the Avs to a 1.63 goals-against average. But 
he'd have to make a very strong case to overcome MacKinnon and 
Makar. 

Ryan O'Reilly, C, St. Louis Blues 

Another repeat customer, as O'Reilly won the Conn Smythe in the Blues' 
2019 Stanley Cup championship. That season, he led the Blues with 23 

points in 26 games while playing incredible defense. He was one point 
behind David Perron after the first round. If the Blues advance, it's going 
to be O'Reilly winning the matchup against Nathan MacKinnon. That will 
be a calling card for Conn Smythe consideration. 

Antti Raanta, G, Carolina Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes have a number of skaters with burgeoning Conn Smythe 
cases, from defensemen Jaccob Slavin (eight points) and Tony 
DeAngelo (eight points) to Game 7 hero Max Domi (five points). 

But Raanta has the numbers -- .927 save percentage and a 2.37 goals-
against average in six games -- and, for now, the Canes' crease as 
Frederik Andersen remains out with an injury. 

Mike Smith, G, Edmonton Oilers 

Look, it would be the shock of the season if the Oilers somehow won the 
Stanley Cup and McDavid didn't win MVP honors, based on what we saw 
in the first round. But let's not sleep on Mike Smith. 

The Edmonton goalie was second in save percentage (.938) after the 
first round. He had two shutouts, including in Game 7 over the Kings. He 
led all goalies with 10.4 goals saved above expected, per Money Puck. 

Is there a scenario in which Connor, Evander Kane and Leon Draisaitl all 
get support at forward, and then Smith sneaks in as the "backbone" of a 
Cup run? 

Looking to rebound 

Sebastian Aho, C, Hurricanes 

The Hurricanes star had five points in seven games in the first round, 
having the misfortune of having to generate offense against Patrice 
Bergeron. His line is the best offensive unit the Hurricanes have and 
should get going at 5-on-5 against New York. 

Jonathan Huberdeau, LW, Panthers 

The Panthers star had 115 points in the regular season, but only three 
points in six games in the opening round. It's easy to understand why: He 
had 38 power-play points in the regular season and the Panthers failed to 
convert on 18 man-advantage opportunities against the Capitals. If that 
unit gets going, so will Huberdeau. 

Igor Shesterkin, G, Rangers 

We can't in good faith put Shesterkin, the likely Vezina Trophy winner, in 
a top tier of the Conn Smythe watch at this moment. He gave up three or 
more goals in every game except his Game 2 win. He was pulled twice. 
But his performance in Game 7 was fantastic, and perhaps provides a 
boost in confidence heading into the second round. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy, G, Lightning 

After six games of uncharacteristic play from last season's Conn Smythe 
winner, the Big Cat shut the door on the Toronto Maple Leafs in Game 7 
and continued that strong play in Game 1 against Florida. He's played a 
lot of hockey in the past two years, but he's not done yet -- especially in 
elimination games. 

Gone but not forgotten 

Sidney Crosby, C, Pittsburgh Penguins 

Kirill Kaprizov, LW, Minnesota Wild 

Brad Marchand, LW, Boston Bruins 

Auston Matthews, C, Toronto Maple Leafs 

Jake Oettinger, G, Dallas Stars 

Thanks for the memories, dear members of the one-and-done club. We'll 
always have the first round! 
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Sportsnet.ca / With Alberta on hockey's centre stage, Flames and Oilers 
deliver 15-goal classic 

 

Eric Francis 

 

CALGARY – Count Darryl Sutter is one of the few folks in southern 
Alberta who wasn’t buzzing with excitement following his club’s tribute to 
the 80s. 

Yet, he still found a way to play along. 

“Missed the convert,” was the Jolly Rancher’s opening take on 
Wednesday’s reinstallment of the Battle of Alberta. 

“We were told it was a boring series last time, so I told the players 
yesterday, ‘we’ve got to score 7-10 goals today because they’d probably 
score 5-8 to win,’ so that’s what we did.” 

Sutter on Flames' scoring outburst: 'We were told it was a boring series 
last time' 

Coming off a series against Dallas that took five games for the Flames to 
score nine goals, the Flames opened the first provincial punch-up in 31 
years with a memorable 9-6 win over an Oilers squad that heard chants 
of “We want 10” a mere seven minutes in. 

A classic in the eyes of almost everyone who wasn’t skating in the game, 
the Flames scored twice in the opening minute, gave up two four-goal 
leads and broke a 6-6 tie early in the third with three finishing touches. 

Earlier in the day the players took turns shrugging when asked what they 
knew about the hockey played in this north-south classic dating back to 
before they were born. 

Well, they did a fine job emulating their forefathers with the NHL’s first 
15-goal playoff game in 29 years.  

Every goal scored from wild Game 1 between Flames and Oilers 

The 31st meeting between the Alberta neighbours opened the second-
round series with the highest scoring in Battle lore, leaving neither team 
happy with the opening of a series many thought would be a tight, low-
scoring affair. 

“Not good, not good at all,” said Matthew Tkachuk, whose empty netter 
gave him his first playoff hat trick in a game too wide open for the 
dominating Flames’ liking. 

“Probably our worst game of the playoffs so far. We got super lucky. 
That's just not the recipe for success. Maybe we win this one, but we're 
not going to win many more if we're going to play like that. I thought we 
had a great start. Second period really got away from us. I think once we 
got a lead in the third we played a little bit better. We've got to be better 
with the lead. We had a four-goal lead twice. That should be enough in 
the playoffs. We'll be better next game." 

It couldn’t have been better for Saddledome faithful, who were whipped 
into a frenzy when Elias Lindholm scored 26 seconds in, followed by 
Andrew Mangiapane 25 seconds later. 

By the seven-minute mark Mike Smith’s night was done, prompting the 
first chants of “We Want 10,” right after Mikko Koskinen skated on.  

No one had any clue how close they’d come, although the 34-11 shot 
advantage the Flames had when Tkachuk made it 6-2 midway through 
gave hope there’d either be double digits, or plenty of bloodshed. 

Neither came to fruition, despite a physical, emotional game in which the 
Flames exercised their will over an Oilers club that still found a way to 
hop on Connor McDavid’s back to tie it 6-6 a mere 1:28 into the third. 

That’s when playing catch-up all night finally caught up to the Oilers. 

Game 1 was night to forget for goalies in the Battle of Alberta 

The Flames’ veteran savvy took over from there, as a group that prides 
itself on remaining even-keel responded a minute-and-a-half-later with a 
Rasmus Andersson goal, followed by two more from Tkachuk. 

“I think our team showed a lot of composure,” said Blake Coleman, who 
had two goals and finished plus-4. 

“We gave up that goal to even the score in the third period and a lot of 
inexperienced teams would crumble right then and there. I thought our 
guys didn’t back down. I thought we got right back to our game, got a 
response. Amongst the chaos, I thought we really had some composure 
in the third and found a way to get it done. Like I said, it was ugly, but 
when your team can rely on each other and trust each other that you’re 
going to settle it down and get back to work and do it the right way, that’s 
a good sign moving forward.” 

Jacob Markstrom told the fellas between periods he would shut the door 
in the third, salvaging an otherwise forgettable evening for the Vezina 
finalist who allowed six goals on 28 shots. 

The Flames countered with 48 in a track meet they insist they want no 
part of against the world’s best player. 

Faster than you can say Smythe Division, McDavid played a big part in 
leading Edmonton back with their four-goal binge that tied it 6-6 early in 
the third. 

McDavid's performance kept high-scoring game within reach for Oilers 

Suddenly, “first team to ten,” seemed like it would determine the winner 
in a turn-back-the-clock salute no one in attendance will soon forget. 

As eighties anthem ‘Shout at the devil’ blared, there was Lanny 
McDonald in the alumni box, revving up an already raucous crowd with a 
rally towel saluting the throwback thrills. 

The Red Lot crowd outside had to disperse to the Red Mile as high winds 
caused organizers to close it 90-minutes before puck drop “out of an 
abundance of caution.”  

Too bad, as they would have added to the surreal scene. 

The only things missing were helmetless combatants, ad-free rink 
boards, wooden sticks, bad broadcast fonts, powder blue blazers and 
Don Wittman. 

Oh, and blood. 

There were plenty of words, shoving, and a few gloves shed in vain, and 
you certainly get the vibe this will get nastier.   

But instead of lumber littering the ice as it did when Tim Hunter and Dave 
Semenko repped north and south, hats littered the ice after Tkachuk’s 
third. 

“Strange game,” said Sutter, unimpressed with the madness of a game in 
which his top defenceman, Chris Tanev, didn’t suit up. 

“We scored on our first two shots and there were probably six different 
games out there.” 

All were a thrill to watch as Alberta’s best took hockey's centre stage. 

“It was 9-6, so, I mean, it’s not an ordinary game,” smiled Coleman, 
whose club prefers to play tight-checking hockey, but can clearly play it 
any way you want. 

“Maybe it’s the buildup of 30 years or whatever it’s been for this rivalry. A 
lot of excitement. A lot of jump, but if our team’s going to be successful 
we’ve got a lot of work to do.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Unprepared from the opening minute, the Oilers 
embarrass themselves in Game 1 

NHL Game 1 Highlights: Flames 9, Oilers 6 

 

Mark Spector 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 19, 2022 

 

CALGARY — Not ready to start the game. Not prepared to compete. Not 
even close to a playoff performance in an embarrassing, Game 1 no-
show by the Edmonton Oilers.  

Thanks to some horrendous goaltending in Calgary’s crease, the 
Edmonton Oilers crawled back from a 6-2 deficit to tie the game at 6-6. 
But the shots (48-28 for Calgary), the high danger chances (19-7) all tell 
the true story of a stem-to-stern, 9-6 butt-whipping administered by 
Calgary in Game 1 of this Western Conference Round 2 series.  

“When you’re down 2-0 before it hit hits the 19:00 mark on the clock, it's 
obviously not a good start,” said Leon Draisaitl. “Clearly we weren't 
ready.”  

What was worse, Darnell Nurse?  

The 48 shots against and all those scoring chances? Or the number nine 
on the scoreboard, the 15 goals marking the highest-scoring game in the 
Battle of Alberta’s playoff history.  

“Usually, the 48 and all the chances lead to the nine,” deadpanned 
Nurse. “We have to clean that up.” 

We get it.  

That game was a ton of fun for fans, and the fact this series opened with 
a 15–goal, ode to the ‘80s makes great theatre. Who isn’t going to tune in 
for Game 2 in Friday night, right?  

Every goal scored from wild Game 1 between Flames and Oilers 

But if you are the Oilers, this game means one of two things: Either you 
arrived in the second round and thought it would somehow get easier 
than the Los Angeles Kings in Round 1, or the Flames are this much 
better than you are, and this series won’t live to next weekend.  

“We scored six goals and found a way to lose,” said head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “I didn't like the way we skated, we weren't on our toes or 
assertive in any way to start…  Mentally, for sure, we missed some 
assignments and got pushed off a few pucks. In the end they made us 
pay.”  

Mike Smith opened the game by whiffing on the first shot, a routine glove 
save that set the tone for the night. Goals would come easy on Smith, 
who simply was not ready to play in this game, allowing three goals on 
10 shots before giving way to Mikko Koskinen. From there, the sheer 
volume of Grade-A opportunities left Koskinen without a chance to make 
a difference.  

Even after Edmonton closed to 6-5 with a late second period goal, they 
couldn’t stop making defensive miscues to allow any sort of comeback to 
take root. Koskinen was OK, but he wasn’t stealing anything on this 
night.  

“We talked after the second that the team that got to their defence first 
would win,” said Woodcroft. “We got to 6-6, then turned over some pucks 
and it ended up in the back of our net.” 

Game 1 was night to forget for goalies in the Battle of Alberta 

This was no goaltending clinic, for sure, but in the end, Koskinen made a 
few huge saves, preventing double digits. Meanwhile Jacob Markstrom 
saw half the work and was nowhere close to his normal level.  

It was indeed wasteful to get six even-strength goals on the road and 
surrender nine in total, giving Markstrom a pass on one of the worst 
nights of his playoff career.  

“We come out jumpy and they get three on us,” spat Nurse, a man of few 
words on this night. “You’re chasing the game from there. You have to 
have a better start.”  

The leader on this defence, Nurse was as bad as any Oiler in his own 
zone Wednesday. It was a team effort, and the leaders all led the Oilers 
to this embarrassing result in Game 1 against a Flames team that is 
bigger, stronger, and far better than the Kings team that took Edmonton 
to seven games in Round 1. 

“It's a different team,” Draisaitl said of Calgary. “It's built very different, a 
very different system, but it's nothing that that we haven't seen before or 
nothing that we can’t handle. 

"You're not going to win any games if you get scored on nine times, and 
there's no secret to that. We can all be a lot better away from the puck, 
and that starts with myself.”  

There was a time when a game this lopsided would have ended with 
mitts all over the ice and the penalty boxes full. In 2022 however, the 
Flames simply won the physical battle by leaning hard on Connor 
McDavid at every turn, putting plenty of gloves in his face, while the 
Flames' top line got off virtually untouched.  

The final humiliation came when the game sheet showed that McDavid 
led his team not only in points with four, but in hits as well, with five.  

McDavid leading in hits? What the heck is everyone else doing?  

"Connor led our team in hits,” said Woodcroft. “That's a good thing for 
him playing hard, but we can have more physical attachment to the 
game.”  

Ya think? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Cole plays unlikely OT hero role, Hurricanes battle back to 
beat Rangers in Game 1 

 

Wayne Scanlan May 18, 2022, 11:39 PM 

 

Overtime goals are rarely things of beauty.  

But Ian Cole can tell his descendants about the artistry of a seeing-eye 
shot that sent the hometown Carolina Hurricanes to a 2-1 OT victory 
against the New York Rangers in Game 1 of their Eastern Conference 
semifinal series.  

Cole, a stay-home defenceman who had just two goals in the regular 
season, stunned the Rangers when he took a loose puck, his back to the 
net, turned at the top of the circle and spun a wrist shot through traffic to 
beat Hart Trophy candidate Igor Shesterkin. 

Shesterkin looked helplessly at his defenceman, Ryan Lindgren, who had 
inadvertently redirected the shot, deflecting it downward, past Shesterkin. 
The goal, at 3:12 of the first overtime period, was the veteran Cole’s 
second career playoff goal.  

Hurricanes' Cole sends wrist shot past Shesterkin for Game 1 overtime 
winner 

Just like that, the Hurricanes kept their perfect home ice record in these 
playoffs intact. They won all four home games against Boston in Round 
1.  

“I was looking to pass it to someone and no one was anywhere 
dangerous,” Cole said, somewhat sheepishly. “So, I thought, I’ll just 
throw it on net and see what happens. Hockey is a game of weird 
bounces and it just happened to go in. 

“Not the prettiest but we’ll take it.” 

Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta, who continues to fill in brilliantly for the 
injured Frederik Andersen, made 27 saves for the victory. His best stops 
came in the first period, when the Rangers threatened to put up a big 
number.  

Otherwise, the two stingiest teams in the NHL, 1-2 in goals allowed in the 
regular season (Carolina first, New York second) put on a display of tight 
defence and solid goaltending in this series opener.  

It wasn’t until midway in the third period that play started to open up, and 
then the shooters couldn’t hit the open nets.  

At one end, Nino Niederreiter hit the crossbar on a clear cut breakaway, 
while at the other, young Kaapo Kakko missed a wide open net when he 
could have put the game away for New York.  
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That left a little something on the table for Carolina’s best forward, 
Sebastian Aho. After receiving a nice feed from Seth Jarvis, the Finn 
broke in alone on Shesterkin, who made the original save but couldn’t 
stop Aho’s rebound. For the centreman, it was sweet retribution after he 
hit the crossbar earlier in the period.   

Aho ties the game in the final minutes to send Game 1 to overtime 

So much for the Rangers long-shot scheme of nursing a 1-0 lead to the 
finish line. Aho’s goal, which came with 2:23 left in the third, was the 
culmination of a furious late push by the Hurricanes to the delight of a 
stirred crowd at PNC Arena as overtime loomed.  

The Rangers could only shake their head at the missed opportunities to 
end this one in regulation. Through 40 minutes, they clearly held the 
advantage in play.  

“I thought it was our best game of the year,” said Rangers head coach 
Gerard Gallant. Asked about his team sitting back in the third period, 
Gallant felt it was more a case of Carolina pushing hard to get the tying 
goal.  

After a sleepy start, the Hurricanes started to find their legs in the second 
period and finally generated a few scoring chances. Yet, it was the 
Rangers who had the best chance in the scoreless second, when Alexis 
Lafreniere rang a shot off the crossbar in the latter half of the period.  

“We’re definitely not on our game,” Hurricanes head coach Rod 
BrindAmour told ESPN’s Emily Kaplan during the second period. “We’re 
making bad decisions with the puck and that is complicating everything.” 

On Tuesday, BrindAmour told reporters that the extra day’s rest between 
series didn’t do his team any good. They wanted to keep going after the 
Game 7 victory over Boston, he said.  

His Canes certainly weren’t sharp to start. A huge turnover by 
defenceman Tony DeAngelo, a former Ranger, led to a Rangers two-on-
one, which Filip Chytil finished off nicely after taking the pass from 
Lafreniere. That gave the visitors the lead at 7:07 of the first period.  

Carolina was fortunate New York didn’t find the back of the net twice 
more in the first 20 minutes. Raanta made a stretch save with his left pad 
with Chytil all alone in front of the net. Chytil had lots of room if he could 
have lifted the puck, but was busy one-timing the pass and couldn’t 
elevate. A few minutes later it was big Ryan Reaves who forced Raanta 
to make a pad save, before Reaves got another shot on his own 
rebound.  

The Hurricanes knew they probably stole this one, but credited their 
ability to find their attacking game before it was too late. They rarely left 
the New York zone in the third period and needed all that time to get the 
equalizer and ultimately the winner in OT.  

“We’ll take the win,” BrindAmour said. “We raised our game and played 
with more desperation. But give them (the Rangers) credit. They played a 
really good game. For two periods they were the better team, no 
question.” 

Aho said the Canes were still a confident team, despite getting outplayed 
through two periods. 

“We knew we had to play better,” Aho said. “But it was still a one-shot 
game.”  

The Rangers Kid Line of Lafreniere, Chytil and Kakko gave Carolina fits, 
but ultimately didn’t convert enough of their chances. Kakko’s empty net 
miss will cause nightmares back in Gotham.  

“We’ve been in this position (before),” Chytil said afterwards. “We just 
have to keep our heads up. I think we can take a lot of positives from this 
game – for two and a half periods, we played how we want to play.” 

The Rangers outshot the hosts 12-8 in the first period and 28-26 overall. 
Carolina owned the faceoff circle, with a 59 per cent advantage. New 
York’s Mika Zibanejad struggled in the dot with just 35 per cent success.   

Game 2 is Friday in Raleigh. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Stanley Cup Playoffs Player Props: Oilers should give 
Flames' Markstrom greater challenge 

This is a modal window. 

 

Nick Alberga 

 

For the first time since 1991, the puck will drop tonight in Calgary for 
another post-season rendition of the Battle of Alberta. 

That’s one of two Game 1s ahead on night two of the second round of 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Both teams needed Game 7 victories to solidify 
the showdown — the Flames outlasted Dallas and Edmonton topped Los 
Angeles. 

In the early game, the Carolina Hurricanes are home to the New York 
Rangers. Once again, both teams needed seventh heaven in order to 
advance. The Canes, who went perfect at home (4-0) in the first round, 
edged Boston while New York needed an Artemi Panarin OT winner to 
squeak by the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Let’s get after it, here’s some prop bets to consider: 

PROP #1: Jacob Markstrom Over 28 Saves (-124) 

Lost in the shuffle of the phenomenal Jake Oettinger story from Round 1 
was the fact that Markstrom was also exceptional. In seven games, the 
32-year-old posted a minuscule 1.53 goals-against average and a .943 
save percentage to go along with one shutout. No disrespect to Dallas 
but the Oilers offence will undoubtedly present some greater challenges 
for Markstrom and company, specifically that McDavid guy. 

PROP #2: Evander Kane Over 3.5 SOG (-110) 

Over the course of his career, Kane’s been a volume shooter and 
unsurprisingly, nothing’s changed in Edmonton. He’s been a monster 
alongside Connor McDavid. Not only did the power forward average a 
goal per game (seven) in the opening round but he did so while 
mustering a ridiculous 34 shots on goal. Dating back to the regular 
season, the 30-year-old has cleared the 3.5 mark in 10 of his past 13 
outings. 

Looking back at the history of the Battle Of Alberta in playoffs 

PROP #3: Matthew Tkachuk Anytime Goal (+150) 

With brother Brady in attendance cheering on, Tkachuk finally ended a 
six-game goal drought in Game 7 against Dallas. Considering he’s 
coming off a career-high 42 goals, the 24-year-old’s probably due for a 
bit of a hot streak here. For what it’s worth, Tkachuk tallied three goals in 
four meetings with Edmonton in the regular season. 

PROP #4: Anthony DeAngelo Over 0.5 Points (-125) 

For those unfamiliar with my work, I love the revenge narrative. Enter 
DeAngelo, who had a turbulent exit from Broadway last winter. One 
thing’s for sure, no one can ever question his ability to produce from the 
back end. And the Boston Bruins can certainly attest to that. In seven 
first-round outings, the 26-year-old notched a goal and seven helpers. 
Furthermore, DeAngelo had three points in four games against his former 
mates in the regular season. 
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Sportsnet.ca / 32 Thoughts: Maple Leafs fallout and off-season questions 
around the league 

 

Elliotte Friedman 
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• Will the Penguins be able to keep Letang and Malkin? 

• Coaching market is deep and full of options 

• What will the Sharks do with Burns and Karlsson? 

What an outstanding opening round.  

Initially, there was concern about too many blowouts, but longer series 
made up for that, with the most Games 7 since 1992 and, for just the 
second time ever, two Game 7 overtimes on the same day. Great, great 
theatre. Great, great competition. 

That leads us to the Battle of Alberta (about freaking time), the Florida 
Feud, the O’Reilly Roundup and Sullivan's vs. Smith and Wollensky. 
Going to be fantastic. 

Let’s look at some non-playoff business: 

Count me, initially, in the group of: this was not a massive failure for 
Toronto. Some of their previous losses (the second one to Boston, 
Columbus, Montreal) were much more egregious than a hard-fought, 
seven-game, one-goal loss to the two-time defending Stanley Cup 
champions. A lot of their players improved, with career-best seasons. 
Even if the Lightning looked beatable, they are still the Lightning, with an 
indomitable will and several future Hall of Famers. 

But a big chunk of the fanbase doesn’t see it that way. They're not 
interested in “better,” “closer,” or “tougher” losses. In their jobs or 
industries, not succeeding for this many years means consequences. 
This is what Brendan Shanahan and Kyle Dubas must navigate. From 
their perch, they see improvement — a team that finished fourth in the 
NHL with 115 points. Their customers don’t see enough. 

“We will not be making changes just for the sake of making changes,” 
Shanahan said.  

Shanahan confirms both Dubas and Keefe will return next season with 
the Maple Leafs 

I don’t disagree with that, but what I heard from Shanahan and Dubas on 
Tuesday was “we think we’re close, but we’ve got a fatal flaw to fix.” 

One of the most challenging things about this dilemma is a lot of it is 
between the ears. Toronto is good enough to hold leads over 
Washington in 2017, Boston in 2019, Montreal in 2020 and Tampa this 
time around. But the Leafs are 1-9 in those series with a lead, and 
winless in five consecutive deciding games — a record. Years ago, I 
listened to Hall of Fame basketball coach Larry Brown discuss “being 
afraid to win.” He explained it as some players not really believing they 
were good enough or had what it took to beat a particular opponent when 
it mattered. But he also believed a killer instinct can be taught. (From my 
own experience, I believe that, too. If I didn’t strengthen my mental game, 
I was going nowhere in life.) 

What I’m wondering is if everyone in the organization is going to be made 
to feel a little uncomfortable. I can’t imagine my employer (Rogers), with 
37.5 per cent ownership of the team, is thrilled. We’re very much in 
“business mode” now. Dubas has one year left on his contract. After last 
year’s loss to Montreal, he backed his best players. Privately, he 
challenged them, but was publicly supportive. 

He’s going to think big. That doesn’t mean he will end up making some 
massive franchise-altering trade, but I think he’s going to take a long look 
at what’s out there. He’s going to consider things he wouldn’t have 
entertained a year ago. He doesn’t have a ton of draft capital, but thinks 
highly of the prospect base. 

For the record, I don’t believe that includes Mitch Marner or Auston 
Matthews. (Let me just say I’m glad to hear he’s “doing OK” after the 
carjacking incident on Monday night. That’s frightening. No one can 
imagine how they’d be affected.) In fact, I'm curious to see if the 
organization broaches the idea of making them both centres, turning 
John Tavares into a hybrid-style forward who can still (very effectively) 
take faceoffs on his strong side while owning less of the position’s open-
ice responsibilities.  

Over the years, Toronto’s brought in several useful veterans to prod the 
youth: Kyle Clifford, Mark Giordano, Ron Hainsey, Wayne Simmonds, 
Jason Spezza, Joe Thornton et al. The younger players have talked at 

length at how much they learned. One thing they haven’t had much of 
recently is an experienced, nasty piece of work who can play top-six 
forward minutes with their core four. An absolute (fill-in-the-blank with 
your adjective of choice). Those are hard to find, but a priority on a 
winner.  

Is GM Dubas more open to breaking up the core this off-season? 

32 THOUGHTS 

1. Manitoba’s population is approximately 1.39 million. It sounds like 
each provincial resident is prepared to donate toward Barry Trotz 
becoming coach of the Jets, and the team was interviewing him on 
Tuesday. Several sources are drawing a line from Trotz to Vegas, but 
I’ve heard the Flyers, who have seen him firsthand in Washington and 
New York, have a deep, deep respect for him and his work. He’s a top 
candidate there. If he’s more interested in management, which has been 
speculated, a return to Nashville might be his best fit. (It’s possible, too, 
that his next coaching job includes a move into the front office later in 
term.) A lot is on the table, there is much interest in his services. The true 
question might be: What really interests him? 

2. Philadelphia is getting closer to starting its interviews. They know how 
critical this hire is for them, determined to leave no stone unturned in 
finding the right person. What’s been on their minds is a coach with a 
strong track record, demands accountability from players, gets buy-in 
right away and makes teams harder to play against. 

Also with Philly: Ivan Provorov’s end-of-season media conference, where 
he angrily defended his play, had some Flyers fans wondering if that 
would be his ticket out of Philadelphia. After looking into it, I don’t think 
it’s a guarantee. The Flyers will consider everything — they were a 60-
point team — but they still see his potential and aren’t crazy about the 
idea of him reaching it somewhere else. They’d like to see him have a 
season with Ryan Ellis. Not sure how to handicap the chances he 
stays/goes, but there's definitely serious thought about not overreacting 
to end-of-season comments after a hard year. 

3. Now that the first round of the playoffs are over, some of the coaching 
searches are going to heat up. Was talking to one executive on Monday 
who is looking around. He said, “There are a ton of them out there. More 
prep and background work than ever.” I started going through names, 
and he’s right. Think of how many former NHL coaches still have it in 
their blood. Claude Julien is 62, leading Team Canada at the Olympics 
and World Championships. Randy Carlyle, 66, has indicated he’d like to 
get back behind a bench (and his long connections to Winnipeg make 
him a person of consideration there). You can keep going: Peter DeBoer 
(although he has another year under contract, so can afford to wait); 
David Quinn, Scott Arniel, Rick Tocchet, Travis Green, Jeff Blashill, Kirk 
Muller, Paul Maurice, Jim Montgomery, John Tortorella. 

I know someone is going to be insulted by their omission, but this is to 
give you an idea. These are just the people with NHL head coaching 
experience. There are going to be current assistants and fresh faces. 
The Islanders took Lane Lambert off the board, keeping him for 
themselves. Jeff Marek has mentioned Tampa Bay assistant Derek 
Lalonde as a Detroit possibility, and I wouldn’t be surprised if teams want 
to get to know Jeff Halpern, too. Spencer Carbery, Brad Shaw, Pascal 
Vincent and Mike Vellucci are other assistants whose names I’ve heard.  

4. Then there’s the Martin St. Louis effect. Are there any recently retired 
players outside the NHL sphere who are motivated to get back in by what 
they saw from him? 

5. I made a point to ask about any particular Europeans who might get 
traction. Rikard Gronborg’s name has been around for a few years. One 
other name I heard was Dan Tangnes, a Norwegian who just coached 
Zug in the Swiss league to its second consecutive championship. It’s 
hard to say if they are being considered for head-coaching jobs or 
associate roles, but it’s clear some teams are trying to broaden their 
horizons. Swedish World Junior coach Tomas Monten probably isn’t in 
line for an NHL head spot, but could end up part of a staff or in the CHL. 

6. Don’t believe there’s been much negotiation with UFA-to-be Jack 
Campbell. But I do think there’s been discussion with Mark Giordano to 
return at a lower salary. There’s a path for that to occur. 

Dubas and Maple Leafs have UFA decisions to make on Campbell and 
many others 
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7. There was a lot of head-scratching about Sheldon Keefe’s “lot of 
respect in that handshake line” quote. I was scratching my head at that 
one too. It’s like, “My wife’s boyfriend was nice to me as he left the 
house.” The key, as I understand it, is the next line: “It was a much 
different tone and much different feeling of respect from the other side 
from what we’ve experienced previously.” Apparently, some of Toronto’s 
previous playoff conquerors really trashed them in victory. Tampa — 
pushed to a Game 7 only by the Islanders during their two championship 
runs — was very complimentary. 

8. The Athletic’s Rob Rossi exploded heads in Pittsburgh on Monday by 
reporting the Penguins’ best offers to Kris Letang and Evgeni Malkin 
were three years and $15 million. I’m always careful with this stuff 
because negotiations are a moving target, but here’s what I’ve heard: 
Malkin and the team definitely discussed a three-year term so he could 
line up with Sidney Crosby, but the two sides were far, far apart on the 
number. As for Letang, the last I heard was a four-year offer, at a bit less 
than his current average salary of $7.25 million.  

9. Had a long talk with a reporter who has dealt with Fenway Sports 
Group, new owners of the Penguins. Asked what to expect from them as 
the organization essentially decides its future. The key response was, 
“Can you justify your decision-making process?” And we’re not talking a 
run-of-the-mill bar argument over chicken fingers and mozzarella strips. 
The Penguins haven’t been afraid of data, but FSG really loves data. It 
might be too soon to put all of that in place now for decisions on Malkin 
and Letang, but it’s the future. 

10. Several negotiations (not just Pittsburgh) will be affected by Seattle. 
Teams (and especially agents) are eager to learn of the Kraken’s plans 
to add offensive talent. 

11. Washington’s Nicklas Backstrom raised eyebrows admitting his hip is 
very problematic. “I want to be back to normal, not worrying about this,” 
he told reporters on Sunday. GM Brian MacLellan said, under current 
conditions, “It’s hard for him to play.” One factor is the challenge of 
rehabbing a significant hip surgery at age 34, with the mileage on his 
body. It’s a gruelling, lengthy process. Not to say it’s impossible, but 
difficult. What should be noted is that Capitals teammates talked about 
Backstrom like the Canadiens discussed Shea Weber years before 2021. 
The effort he made to so much as dress for games. 

12. When Lambert was originally mentioned as a possibility to replace 
Trotz with the Islanders, a regular narrative came up: how hard it is to 
move from assistant to head coach on the same team. Morphing from 
good cop to bad cop isn’t easy, players don’t always accept that kind of 
change in a personal relationship. 

I should have realized Lou Lamoriello would care less about that kind of 
narrative than anyone. He’s made this move on a few occasions, most 
notably in 2000 when Larry Robinson replaced Robbie Ftorek in New 
Jersey. The Devils won the Stanley Cup that season, and lost Game 7 to 
Colorado in 2001. It’s clear Lamoriello believed in something I do 
consider important: if you’re going to block someone like Lambert from 
pursuing legitimate opportunities for promotion, you have to be prepared 
to promote them yourself.  

13. Not counting hiring himself and Doug Carpenter (who he inherited as 
head coach of the Devils in 1987), Lamoriello’s had 19 coaches. Only 
Jacques Lemaire (378 games from 1993-98) lasted longer than Trotz 
(288).  

14. Some Islander fans were in a panic that Mathew Barzal indicated 
something like he wouldn’t sign an extension if Trotz stayed as coach. I 
don’t believe that is true.  

15. We should get some clarity on Dallas in the next few days. After an 
incredible 2,500 games behind the bench in one role or another, 67-year-
old Rick Bowness has to decide about his future. GM Jim Nill (64) has 
another year on his contract, and how does he feel? Internally, the Stars 
are looking at the way they process things. Nill loves experience, thinks it 
makes such a difference in the post-season. But he’s certainly built a 
foundation for the future with Miro Heiskanen, Roope Hintz, first-round 
MVP Jake Oettinger and Jason Robertson. 

Benn and Bowness react to Oettinger's standout Game 7 performance 

16. San Jose is paring its GM list. Have been thinking about candidates 
aside from the obvious names, since the Sharks have indicated they will 

examine some different paths. In a couple of interviews, team president 
Jonathan Becher mentioned “league experience.” Ray Whitney, who 
joined the NHL's department of player safety in 2017, was drafted by San 
Jose in 1991. A connection that made me think a little. 

17. San Jose talked to two teams about Erik Karlsson, but I don’t believe 
anything was close. He’s got a total no-move clause and five years 
remaining on his contract. Brent Burns can be traded to three teams. 
He’s got three years left and the actual salary on his deal drops a little. 
Unfortunately, having two elite right-hand shots who need power-play 
time hasn’t worked as well as everyone hoped. The contract situation 
makes Burns a less complicated move, and there is interest — although 
he has a lot of control. It would be very weird not to see him in a Sharks 
lineup, and boy would it change the personality of the group.  

18. Goaltender Connor Hellebuyck told the Jets he was happy to stay 
with the team as long as the plan is not to rebuild. Mark Scheifele did not 
ask for a trade in his meeting with GM Kevin Cheveldayoff. Still unsure 
what will happen there, but it could depend on Pierre-Luc Dubois’ next 
contract. 

19. There were no suspensions handed to Jacob Trouba nor Nikita 
Zadorov for their head-contact hits in Round 1, both defensible under the 
rules. What did happen was conversations about, “Do we have to modify 
the rules?” Too early to say where we go from here, but there will be 
conversations — especially among players — about what might need to 
happen. 

Stars' Glendening needs to be helped off ice after hit from Zadorov 

20. A few of you asked if there’s ever been a hearing followed by no 
suspension. The answer is yes. Last season, the Rangers’ Ryan 
Lindgren was cleared after a big hit on Joonas Donskoi (then of 
Colorado), very similar to the one this year on Rickard Rakell. 

21. During the World Under-18 tournament in Germany, a few NHL 
teams met with Ivan Miroshnichenko. The talented prospect is in the 
country to undergo his final round of chemotherapy for non-Hodgkins 
lymphoma. At the time, he wasn’t skating or doing much in the way of 
heavy workouts. His father is a track coach, and they were going for 
hikes and long walks as exercise. But he was upbeat, and the meetings 
were taken as a good sign. 

22. A decision from Russian free agent Andrei Kuzmenko isn’t expected 
in the near future, but after initial interviews concluded with the likes of 
Edmonton, Nashville, Vancouver and Vegas, other teams reached out to 
make sure they would get their shot. One was believed to be Anaheim. 

23. One under-the-radar goalie to WATCH: Eric Comrie. Comrie, who will 
be 27 in July, does not have 28 career appearances of at least 30 
minutes each. That makes him an unrestricted free agent. He had a good 
year and there will be interest. 

24. There are teams that believe the Wild will find a way to keep Kevin 
Fiala. We’ve learned one thing about GM Bill Guerin — he won’t be 
afraid to try things others avoid. I’m just not convinced he thinks there’s a 
way to do it that makes sense. There’ve been a lot of rumours about New 
Jersey and Ottawa. Here’s another idea, purely from my head: Los 
Angeles. Kings need a scorer. And they’ve got the young talent 
Minnesota will need with the Wild’s cap penalties. 

25. Whether or not Patrice Bergeron returns next season, the Bruins will 
invest in offence. As part of that, they’ve made it very clear they’d like 
Jake DeBrusk to be in their future. “I was proud of the way he played,” 
Bruins head coach Bruce Cassidy said. (The organization made a point 
of telling him that in person, too.) The forward has not rescinded his trade 
request — and will take time to think about it — but DeBrusk handled 
himself extremely well. Sometimes a relationship needs to hit rock 
bottom before it can improve, and at least one teammate felt DeBrusk 
saying what was on his mind emotionally freed him to play his best. 
Another thing that helps: his contract is in place for the next two seasons, 
so there’s no need for a negotiation.  

26. The Edmonton-Los Angeles series featured Mike Smith and 
Jonathan Quick — a combined 76 years, 144 days old at the time of 
Game 1. That was the “oldest” goaltending matchup since the Boston-
Tampa Bay 2011 Eastern Conference Final, with Tim Thomas (37 years, 
42 days) outdueling Dwayne Roloson of the Lightning (41 years, 227 
days) 1-0 in Game 7. Before that, you’d have to go back to 44-year-old 
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Jacques Plante versus 33-year-old Ed Giacomin when the Rangers beat 
Boston in 1973. Oldest matchup ever is a combined 81. That’s Plante 
(then 41) over 40-year-old Gump Worsley as St. Louis defeated 
Minnesota in 1970. Very impressive performances by Smith and Quick.  

27. By starting the playoffs on a Monday, the NHL created a situation 
where Games 7 could be played on a Saturday and Sunday. That was a 
big success. Does it become permanent? 

28. Some thoughts about the next round. There are incredible teenage 
and university memories tied into the Battle of Alberta. The last one was 
such an emotional rollercoaster. I knew Flames fans who taunted Oilers 
fans after Theo Fleury’s Game 6 overtime winner. In return, the Oilers 
fans were absolutely merciless when Esa Tikkanen won Game 7. The 
game Tikkanen played that night, it was incredible. Exhorting his 
teammates to get going after falling down 3-0, then scoring to get 
Edmonton on the board. The shot of Mark Messier, one of the toughest 
players ever, unable to join his teammates in celebration because of the 
physical cost he paid. 

I’m so excited for this. Connor McDavid has toyed with the Flames at 
times, but that is one deep and mature team. The year Calgary won its 
only Stanley Cup, the Flames were pushed to Game 7 overtime by a 
Vancouver team that was 43 points behind them in the regular season. 
The spread between the Flames and Dallas Stars wasn’t that large this 
time, but this was just as tight and tense for Calgary. Is it an omen?  

Looking back at the history of the Battle Of Alberta in playoffs 

29. Florida-Tampa will be a mean series. The Panthers cannot stand the 
Lightning, for all their success and the fact they think Tampa gets away 
with on-ice felonies. (The Panthers aren’t exactly choirboys, either.) 
Unfortunately, health plays a big factor in this one. Ben Chiarot, Aaron 
Ekblad, Mason Marchment and Brayden Point all come in hobbling. If the 
Panthers are going to beat the Lightning, this would seem the year. 
Biggest concern: goaltending. That’s Tampa Bay’s biggest advantage.  

30. Unlike last year, St. Louis has a shot against Colorado. The Blues are 
getting healthy on the blue line, which is critical. They are deep, they can 
score, they pushed back hard against Minnesota. Going back to last 
year, the Avalanche felt they fell apart mentally against Vegas. They 
worked hard on preparing for that this spring. That’s what we watch for 
here. When the Blues get them in trouble, which should happen in this 
series, how does Colorado respond? Do they keep their identity? If the 
answer is yes, they can win it all.  

31. The Penguins-Rangers first-round series changed when Sidney 
Crosby was injured and Igor Shesterkin regained his confidence. In some 
ways, Shesterkin was better here even more than during his phenomenal 
regular season. During the playoffs, it’s not like to you can say, “Ride 
Georgiev for a week while I sort this out in practice.” Your teammates are 
depending on you, which is a major responsibility. You feel it; you have to 
put it together in a hurry. Shesterkin found a way, and was very good in 
Game 7. (As, it should be said, was Tristan Jarry, while far from 100 per 
cent.) 

The Penguins controlled quality of chances in the series, which is good 
news for Carolina. The Hurricanes are deeper than the Penguins, a 
relentless group of attackers at forward and from the blue line. They can 
beat you any way you want to play. Antti Raanta came through in two 
particularly big moments: Boston’s onslaught at the start of Game 1 and 
in the deciding Game 7. He’s never had this intense a workload, but he 
won the games that mattered in Round 1. 

32. In the previous 32 Thoughts blog, we told the story of Grant 
Gilbertson. The 18-year-old forward with the Vancouver Island Junior 
Hockey League’s Peninsula Panthers died in a car accident in January, 
on the way to a team practice. In his memory, there will be a hockey 
tournament Aug. 12-14 in North Saanich, B.C. For details, email 
ggmemorialtournament@gmail.com. All proceeds go to the Grant 
Gilbertson Memorial Scholarship Fund. 
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TSN.CA / Battle of Alberta: Flames look to learn from wild Game 1 victory 
over Oilers 

 

Salim Valji 

 

As chants of “We want 10” reigned down on the Saddledome, another 
iconic chapter in the Battle Of Alberta was written in Game 1 of the 
Western Conference semifinals. The Calgary Flames, much to their own 
surprise, emerged as the victors over the Edmonton Oilers in the 9-6 
affair. 

Wednesday’s game was simultaneously the epitome and antithesis of 
playoff hockey. There were post-whistle skirmishes, face washes, and in-
game chirping. There were also plenty of goals, porous defensive play, a 
wide-open neutral zone, and leaky goaltending. 

At the beginning, it looked like the Flames would blow their provincial 
rivals out. Calgary scored on its first two shots and chased Edmonton 
goalie Mike Smith from the game before it was 10 minutes old. 

“To a man, not one of us was anywhere near where we needed to be to 
start the game,” said Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft. 

“You don’t draw it up giving up two goals on missed assignments.” 

“Clearly we weren’t ready and it’s tough to play catch up for the whole 
night,” said Oilers star Leon Draisaitl, who had a goal and two assists in 
Game 1. 

However, instead of a convincing victory, Calgary allowed Edmonton 
back into the game. The Flames surrendered multiple four-goal leads 
before putting the game away late in the third period. Flames goaltender 
Jacob Markstrom allowed six goals on 28 shots. 

“I think we made some mental mistakes in the second period and got 
away from our checking game a little bit,” veteran forward Blake Coleman 
said. 

Flames head coach Darryl Sutter took note of how many in the hockey 
world saw his team’s last series against the Dallas Stars as “boring.” 
Wednesday’s opening game versus the Oilers was anything but. 

“We were told it was a boring series last time, so I told the players 
yesterday if we score 7 to 10 goals and that they score 5 to 8, that we’d 
win,” he quipped afterward. 

His players, well versed in the Sutter way, saw Wednesday not as an 
occasion to celebrate but one to be cautious of and learn from. There 
were far too many defensive breakdowns, missed assignments, and odd-
man rushes against. 

“Not good, not good at all,” said Matthew Tkachuk, who had a hat trick. 

“That’s probably our worst game of the playoffs so far. We got super 
lucky. That’s just not the recipe for success. Maybe we win this one, but 
we’re not going to win many more if we’re going to play like that.” 

Tkachuk listed three things the Flames need to improve on heading into 
Game 2. 

“Turnovers, bad line changes, not backchecking,” he said. “Stuff we’ve 
got to learn from.” 

Rasmus Andersson, who scored the game winner, called himself out. 

“If you look at the sixth goal, I lose my guy off the faceoff,” he said. 

“It’s small breakdowns…“Sure we scored a lot of goals tonight, but our 
defensive play needs to be way better. You’re not going to win a lot of 
games when you let in six goals, that’s for sure.” 

Oilers defenceman Darnell Nurse felt that Edmonton needed to be more 
physical. 

“It’s going to be a hard, physical series and we weren’t hard enough,” 
said Nurse. 

Andersson had a similar view. 
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“You've got to play their tough guys hard but fair and make them play for 
every inch out there," he said. 

Despite the win, the Flames clearly view Game 1 as a learning 
experience they were lucky to not have paid the ultimate price for. They 
practise on Thursday ahead of the next game on Friday. 

“The good news is that it’s correctable and we can go back to the 
drawing board tomorrow,” Coleman said. 

“As long as guys are willing to look in the mirror and take responsibility.” 
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