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Antti Raanta, Hurricanes shut down Rangers in Game 2, take commanding 2-0 series lead 

By Chip Alexander 

It was steamy outside the arena and heated at times inside 
once the game began Friday as the Carolina Hurricanes and 
New York Rangers went at it again. 

It was Game 2 of their second-round Stanley Cup playoff 
series. The Canes won the first game at PNC Arena and the 
Rangers desperately wanted to win the second to even the 
series. 

But the Canes, still unbeaten at home in the playoffs, would 
not be denied, winning 2-0 on Brendan Smith’s shorthanded 
goal in the second period and Antti Raanta’s stellar shutout 
work in net. Sebastian Aho added an empty-netter in the final 
seconds for good measure. 

The Canes won Game 1 when defenseman Ian Cole 
became the unexpected star in overtime. In another unlikely 
twist, it was Cole’s defensive partner, that man Smith, who 
supplied the winning goal. 

With the Canes on the penalty kill late in the second period, 
Aho took a clearing pass and was off shorthanded, finding 
Smith streaking in for the pass and score – Aho’s pass going 
through the legs of defenseman Adam Fox. 

Smith became the second defenseman in franchise history to 
score shorthanded in the playoffs. Mike Commodore had a 
“shorty’ in Game 1 of the 2006 Eastern Conference finals 
against the Buffalo Sabres. 

Smith’s goal, with 4:06 left in the second period, was the only 
thing allowed by the two goaltenders, the Canes’ Antti 
Raanta and the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin. Raanta finished 
with 21 saves in his first career playoff shutout. 

In Game 1, the Rangers took a 1-0 lead in the opening 
period and held on to it until late in regulation. Aho’s goal tied 
the score and then Cole gave the Canes 2-1 victory with his 
overtime score. 

Game 2 had the Canes scoring the game’s first goal and 
then trying to cling to the lead and add to it. After Smith’s 
shorty, Carolina had 1:03 of a 5-on-3 advantage late in the 
second period. 

But the Rangers, with some active work, first killed off a 
Kevin Rooney boarding penalty, then a slashing call against 
Chris Kreider. 

That kept it a one-goal game heading into the third period. 

Good shots were hard to find and the neutral zone hard to 
navigate. At one point in the second period, the Rangers had 
gone nine minutes without a shot attempt. 

Both Raanta and Shesterkin made their share of super 
stops. In the second, Shesterkin gloved a heavy shot by the 
Canes’ Tony DeAngelo. Raanta did his part, again. 

The Canes seemingly were more dangerous at 4-on-5 than 
5-on-4 Friday. Teuvo Teravainen came inches from a 
shorthanded goal in the first period, hitting the post after an 
Aho pass. 

The series now shifts back to New York for Games 3 and 4. 
The Canes won three of four games against the Rangers in 
the regular season, twice winning at Madison Square Garden 
late in the second. 

The Canes won four at home in dispatching the Boston 
Bruins in the opening round but played sporadically in losing 
three times in Boston.
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Hurricanes find new ways to win, by the finest of margins, and now lead Rangers, 2-0 

By Luke DeCock 

That’s six in a row at home now, a new record for the 
Carolina Hurricanes. What’s even more notable than making 
history for a franchise that’s gone far deeper in the playoffs 
than this team has so far, is how they’ve done it. 

There’s no one way to win a playoff game, and there’s no 
one way the Hurricanes have won them. They just flat-out 
outscored the Boston Bruins in three of their four wins in that 
series, fought off a late onslaught to win Game 7, surged 
back to win the first game of this series in overtime and, 
Friday, clung desperately to a shutout late as the New York 
Rangers pushed for a win. 

It took Sebastian Aho’s empty-netter with 1.8 seconds to go 
to put a bow on this 2-0 win, and 2-0 lead in this second-
round series, the third straight for the Hurricanes by the 
finest of margins. 

That was a new one. 

In a game that was scoreless for 34 minutes and a narrow 
one-goal game for 25, the Hurricanes made almost no errors 
on a night when there was almost no margin for error. It’s 
one of those odd scenarios where the Rangers will head 
back to New York facing a 2-0 deficit despite feeling pretty 
good about how they’ve played, which says more about the 
Hurricanes than it does the Rangers. 

You can say that it’s just what the Hurricanes have done all 
year — attack, ablate, adapt — but to show this kind of 
versatility in the postseason, with these stakes and under 
this kind of pressure, is a different animal altogether. 

Getting solid goaltending helps, of course, and Antti Raanta 
has done that and more — from his first postseason start to 
his first postseason shutout in a matter of 18 days. But 
there’s a flexibility to the Hurricanes’ game and approach 
that has served them well, more in this postseason than in 
the three that preceded it. 

Now, the question is whether they can take that show on the 
road. 

Because even though they’re up 2-0 in this series, they also 
have yet to win a road game in these playoffs. They sunk 
themselves in two of the losses in Boston with penalties; 
their own power play failed to convert in the third. 

This isn’t a different team than the one that kept going up 
there and losing, but it’s one that has won three critical 
games since then, all by the finest of margins, and while they 
may have been at home, they were all won with the kind of 
approach that wins road games in the postseason. 

Friday was especially that kind of game. Brendan Smith’s 
short-handed goal late in the second period cracked open a 
tight, scoreless game, and the Hurricanes hunkered down as 
the Rangers poured it on in the third. But even as they did, 
there was very little open ice for Artemi Panarin or Mika 
Zibanejad or any of the Rangers’ best players. And when 
there was, Raanta was up to task. 

“You’ve got to tip your hat to them because they kept coming 
in waves,” Smith said. “We took their time and space. That’s 
really the biggest thing. There were a lot of areas where 
‘Breadman’ (Panarin) kind of turns up and tries to create 
space, but if you turn with him, try to take that space away 
from him, he can’t make those elite plays. He still does. 
That’s what players like him do. But if you can take it away 
and stay close to them, you can get your stick on maybe a 
pass or a shot. I saw a lot of guys doing that.” 

It was a textbook defensive performance, one of the 
Hurricanes’ best, not just of the postseason but of the 
season — and the opposite of the no-holds-barred offensive 
swarm that finally found a way past Igor Shesterkin in the 
final four minutes of regulation Wednesday. 

The Hurricanes hope this is merely the beginning of a long 
playoff run. There will be new challenges ahead, and Sunday 
in Madison Square Garden will be another. They’ll have to 
find still more new ways to win, but they’ve found enough so 
far.
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Why Antti Raanta and the Hurricanes may have the Rangers to thank for playoff success 

By Chip Alexander 

Sebastian Aho was still speaking to the media late Friday 
night when Brendan Smith slipped into the room. 

The defenseman plopped down on a table, his face flushed, 
the definition of being exhausted in victory. When Aho 
finished up and was leaving, the two shared a quick fist 
bump. 

Fitting, of course. It was Aho and Smith who teamed up on 
the winning goal in the Carolina Hurricanes’ 2-0 win over the 
New York Rangers in Game 2 of their Stanley Cup playoff 
series. 

It came shorthanded late in the second period. Aho took a 
pass from Teuvo Teravainen, skated down the right wing and 
threaded a pass through the legs of defenseman Adam Fox 
to an open Smith, who was skating as fast as his 33-year-old 
legs would take him. 

“He put it right on the money,” Smith said. 

Aho added an empty-net goal in the final seconds or 
regulation to cap off a victory that has the Canes taking a 2-0 
series lead to New York for Games 3 and 4. The Canes soon 
swarmed, again, around goalie Antti Raanta, who had the 
21-save shutout and added to the feel-good story the guy the 
Canes called “Father Finn” is putting together in the playoffs. 

There was a time when the Hurricanes seemingly could not 
beat the Rangers, not very often. Not with goalie Henrik 
Lundqvist in net for the Rangers and certainly not at Madison 
Square Garden, where any number of things usually went 
wrong for the Canes and right for the Rangers. 

In an interesting twist, some of the players the Rangers let 
get away or sent away in recent years are helping beat the 
Rangers and put them in the 2-0 series hole — Smith, Brady 
Skjei, Jesper Fast and Tony DeAngelo among them. 

A year ago Smith was with the Rangers. Deemed 
expendable, he signed a one-year, $800,000 free-agent 
contract with Carolina, a team that wanted him, a team he 
believed could contend for the Cup. 

And there’s Raanta. Smith said that in Raanta’s two years 
with the Rangers, it was as if some of the innate 

competitiveness and mental toughness of “King Henrik” had 
an influence on Raanta. 

“He doesn’t want to get scored on at any time,” Smith said of 
Raanta. “Whether it’s one of those little shootout games or 
whatever, he doesn’t want to get scored on and I think it 
carries over. 

“I think of Henrik Lundqvist. He never wanted to be scored 
on, even in practice. Maybe that wore off on (Raanta). And 
he’s stepped up to it.” 

Raanta doesn’t deny it. He was with the Rangers in the 
2015-16 and 2016-17 seasons, Lundqvist’s backup at a time 
when Lundqvist won 66 games in those two years. 

“When I was in New York, what Hank was doing there, that 
was probably eye-opening for me,” Raanta said Friday. 
“Every year he was one of the best goalies and I was like 
‘This is the reason he is the best goalie.’ He was always 
working, always trying to get better.” 

That was then. Lundqvist, the Vezina Trophy winner in 2012, 
is retired. Igor Shesterkin now is the Rangers’ new 
goaltending star and perhaps an emerging superstar, a 
Vezina finalist this season at age 26. 

“He fights until the end, he moves unbelievable, he makes 
the saves when he has to and sometimes he makes those 
huge highlight-reel saves.” Raanta said. 

Shesterkin has allowed three goals in two games against the 
Canes in the series. But Raanta has allowed two. It has been 
that close and it might continue to be. 

“It’s always great to go against the best goalie in the league,” 
Raanta said. “It’s a fun battle but more than anything it’s 
focusing on your own thing.” 

With the 1-0 lead in the third, the Canes doggedly got sticks 
on pucks and blocked shots and cleared the zone, keeping 
the Rangers muzzled, keeping them from tying the score. 

“Our battle level was high,” Smith said. 

That includes the goaltender from Finland, who learned 
some of that from an old Ranger.
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Civian: For Hurricanes, Game 2 shows why you sign Brendan Smith 

By Sara Civian 

There’s a reason you sign a player like Brendan Smith, and it 
ain’t the regular season. It ain’t necessarily to score playoff 
game winners, either, but here we are. 

“I just want to set the tempo and play hard defensively,” 
Smith said after the Hurricanes’ 2-0 win over the Rangers in 
Game 2 on Friday, which put them up 2-0 in the best-of-
seven series. “That’s really what Colesy (Ian Cole) and I 
want to do, just be solid defensively. If I can chip in 
offensively, that’s a bonus. I’ll take it.” 

And set the tempo Smith did, long before the goal. He had 
two big hits to start the game, got into a bit of a tussle less 
than four minutes in and stayed noticeably engaged 
throughout the game. It was like he took the last two penalty-
free periods of Game 1 personally, with a roughing and a 
slashing to his name just seven minutes into the game. 

Of course, no team knows better than the Canes that you 
don’t want to take reckless penalties. That nine-penalty 
disaster in Boston will haunt them for a while. But an early-
game roughing is different, and you’ll take imperfect effort to 
start Game 2 over the absence of effort at the beginning of 
Game 1. You don’t get Smith’s short-handed goal in the 
second period if he isn’t feeling himself this way in the first. 

He’d been swapping in and out of the lineup with Ethan Bear 
throughout the regular season, and the question of who 
should play come postseason had been a hot-button issue. 
But Smith has 51 playoff games and 56 playoff PIMs under 
his belt. The Hurricanes signed him to a one-year, $800,000 
contract primarily to help address their lack of playoff snarl. 

“I’ve been fortunate enough to have a lot of playoff games, 
especially when I played with the Red Wings,” he said. “So 
I’ve had a taste of it, and I love playoff time. For me, it’s not 
hard to get up for these games. I just try to keep myself 
prepared and ready. Whatever happens during the year … 
like I said before, I envisioned myself playing at this time, 
and I think you have to. Now, I’m just doing whatever I have 
to to help the team. When things get tighter, I think my style 
of hockey is effective. So it’s worked out for me.” 

That’s why you sign Brendan Smith. A winning shorty in 
Game 2 doesn’t hurt. 

• I wondered earlier if the Rangers’ ability to contain the 
Canes’ top blue line production was going to become an 
issue. And to their credit, they’ve done fine keeping Tony 
DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin quieter than those two were in 
the first round. I’ve gotta be honest with you, though: I didn’t 
expect the dynamic duo of Cole and Smith to pick up the 
slack. 

• It feels like every Hurricanes postgame story could be 
another Antti Raanta story at this point. It hasn’t gotten old 
watching the 33-year-old Finn notch all of his playoff firsts, 
and I doubt it ever will. Friday night, the legend of Raanta 
expanded to include his first Stanley Cup playoff shutout. A 
shutout is a shutout, even if he saw only 21 shots. 

“I just think it’s pretty remarkable what he’s done, right?” 
Smith said. “I think coming in and harnessing the moment 
and stepping in and playing the way he has has been 
phenomenal. It’s a testament to how hard he works in 
practice. I think that’s where it really comes from, is that he 
battles in practice. He doesn’t want to get scored on at any 
time, whether it’s just one of those little shootout games in 
practice and I think it carries over. Whenever I’ve watched 
good goalies, and I think about Henrik Lundqvist in my mind, 
where he never wanted to be scored on even in practice and 
he’d get upset when he did. And maybe that wore off on 
(Raanta) by playing with (Lundqvist), but I just think it’s 
incredible. We’ve definitely needed it and he’s stepped up to 
it.” 

Raanta has allowed two or fewer goals in all five of his 
postseason wins. Whatever it is, the Canes will take it. 

• It’s funny the way these things tend to work out, right? The 
Game 2 shutout wasn’t even Raanta’s best performance of 
the postseason. It didn’t have to be. He had a solid game, 
don’t get me wrong. But the defense in front of him did, too, 
allowing only four high-danger chances at five-on-five the 
entire game (per Natural Stat Trick). 

In some parallel universe where someone like Barry Trotz or 
your old school, defense-first grandfather is deciding these 
things, Brett Pesce and his timely blocked shots were the 
first star of this game. The Canes had a 24-15 edge in 
blocked shots with 11 in the all-important first period. That’s 
pretty bonkers considering shots were 22-21 in the Canes’ 
favor. The Rangers did have an edge in Corsi at the end of it 
all, but I will give partial credit to scoring effects for that one. 

• New York has to shoulder some of the blame regarding the 
inability to get anything cooking, and I am specifically 
confused watching Artemi Panarin on the power play right 
now. I have no excuses for the Rangers’ stars missing their 
four power-play opportunities. But there’s a reason Rod 
Brind’Amour is willing to switch up any line if necessary 
except the Jordan Staal line, and Staal, Jesper Fast and 
Nino Niederreiter deserve some credit for holding down the 
matchup game at five-on-five. 

• To whom it may concern: Sebastian Aho is officially back 
on his BS.
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NHL playoffs results daily: Brendan Smith brings the pain to his old team as Hurricanes go 
up 2-0 

By Sean Gentille and Shayna Goldman 

Game 2: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 0 | Carolina leads 2-0 

Who was the guy? There’s no stat designed to quantify 
Vengeance Level, but there should be — and if we ever get 
it, Carolina defenseman Brendan Smith’s Game 2 would 
work as a solid baseline. Smith, after three largely lost 
seasons in New York that saw him periodically work as a 
12th forward under David Quinn and get waived on his 29th 
birthday in 2018, scored a short-handed second-period goal 
(off a sick lead pass by Sebastian Aho through Adam Fox’s 
legs) that wound up winning the game. Smith’s last 
postseason goal came with the Red Wings, so you know it 
was a long time ago — nine years, in fact. 

Aside from the obvious, it was an overall nice night for Smith: 
The penalty-kill work was solid — he plays for Carolina, so 
that checks out — and the Hurricanes’ results with him on 
the ice at five-on-five were really good (12-9 attempt 
advantage, 6-2 shot advantage, 2-0 scoring chance 
advantage, nearly 75 percent of the expected goal share). 

What was the key? Some combination of the Hurricanes’ 
penalty kill — four spotless outings, plus Smith’s goal — and 
another great game by Antti Raanta. He had 21 saves for his 
first career postseason shutout and has allowed a grand total 
of one goal through two games. In eight playoff games, he’s 
pulling a .939 save percentage and more than seven goals 
saved above expected, which should make the net squarely 
his when/if Freddie Andersen is safe to dress. He’s been that 
good. 

Key stat: 24:09. That’s how much five-on-five time we saw in 
the first two periods. And folks, it did not help the even-
strength flow whatsoever. Fun as power plays can be, they 
bring unintended consequences. Things opened up a tick in 
the third, but … it was the second-most entertaining game of 
the night. We can leave it at that. 

Moment it was over: That lack of flow might’ve made you 
forget that a one-goal lead is far from insurmountable. The 
Rangers dialed it up down the back half of the third period 
enough to leave the outcome squarely in doubt until 
Sebastian Aho’s empty-netter. 

Moment of the game: Tony DeAngelo saving a goal with his 
butt cheek, probably. 

The game was scoreless at the time, and DeAngelo 
immediately went to the box for slashing, but it’s the 
Hurricanes’ penalty kill. Doesn’t matter. 

Hurricanes worry meter:   … No problems to report. They 
might have gotten away with one in Game 1, but this felt like 
the tide turning in the right direction. If you’re up 2-0 in a 
series, honestly, the way you got there isn’t particularly 
important. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Raanta is a problem, 
as is the play of the Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Frank 
Vatrano line. That group had zero high-danger chances in 

Game 2. Blame the herky-jerky nature of the game for some 
of that, but either way, they need more. 

— Sean Gentille 

Game 2: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? Let’s talk about Connor McDavid. The 
first two periods were another prime example of the captain 
trying to will his team forward. He teed up Duncan Keith’s 
goal to get Edmonton on the board in the first, getting on the 
scoresheet. Then, in the second, he set up a Leon Draisaitl 
scoring play that was called back and instantly responded 
with a goal of his own (we’ll get there). Those two points 
bring him up to six in this series and 20 points in nine playoff 
games. 

At five-on-five in Game 2, shot attempts were 14-9 with 
McDavid on the ice, and Edmonton generated 72 percent of 
the expected goals share. He generated nine shot attempts 
in all situations (second only to Zach Hyman’s 10), threw four 
hits and had a timely block late in the game. 

What was the key? The Oilers came to play in the third 
period after two frames of the Edmonton McDavids doing 
their best to even the series. The away team fell below 35 
percent of the expected goals share in the first at five-on-five, 
then made incremental improvements the next period at 42 
percent. The third period was their best, by far. Edmonton 
actually still was outshot by Calgary, but the quality of its 
chances slanted the expected goal battle its way, with 59.5 
percent according to Natural Stat Trick. 

If we widen the view to all situations, we can see just how 
dominant the Oilers were. They gained the edge in expected 
goals over the Flames midway through the third, according to 
MoneyPuck. But by the third period, they didn’t just separate 
themselves but ran away with it. The final count was 9.13 
expected goals for Edmonton to 3.51 for Calgary. 

Credit McDavid for generating 2.68 of that with his unblocked 
shot attempts. His passing certainly contributed quite a bit as 
well. 

Key stat: There were three disallowed goals this game — 
two thanks to the beloved “intent to blow” call and one for 
goalie interference after the Flames challenged. Those two 
disallowed goals for the Oilers surely would have been a 
topic of conversation had they lost, especially after Mike 
Smith opened this game by conceding two early scores. 

The moment it was over: The Zach Hyman short-handed 
goal could have been the answer … if you had any 
confidence in the Oilers holding a one-goal lead. They 
almost didn’t when Tyler Toffoli scored a power-play goal on 
that very same advantage. Edmonton caught a break when it 
was disallowed immediately to uphold the lead. That’s why 
Draisaitl’s score gets the credit here to add some security. 

The moment of the game: McDavid set up Draisaitl for a goal 
that would have pulled the Oilers within one. But the Flames 
challenged the call for goaltender interference. It was Daryl 
Sutter’s first challenge of the postseason, and it got the goal 
wiped off the board, protecting Calgary’s 3-1 lead. 
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That’s OK, though. McDavid went out the very next shift and 
scored. Sure, it could have been 3-3 had that goal stood and 
then the Oilers followed it up with another tally. But that goal 
coming off the board was out of McDavid’s control at that 
point. What was in his control was what he could do to swing 
momentum back in his team’s favor after what could have 
been a deflating moment. Nikita Zadorov tried to be physical 
and knock him off the puck, but the elite center stayed in 
control and played to his strengths with another skillful play. 

It’s the McDavid vs. the Flames show, and we’re all here 
watching to see what one player’s star power can do. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, Edmonton still allowed 
two very early goals. There’s always a level of worry with the 
goaltending situation. 

Flames worry meter:    … A tied series isn’t reason to 
panic, but the Flames are facing a better offensive team, and 
Jacob Markstrom has allowed more goals than expected the 
past two games. 

— Shayna Goldman 

On tap for Saturday 

• Avalanche at Blues, 8 p.m. ET (series tied 1-1)

 

 

 

Canes, Raanta put clamps on Rangers to take 2-0 series lead 

Goalie Antti Raanta recorded his first career postseason 
shutout and defenseman Brendan Smith scored a 
shorthanded goal in Carolina's 2-0 Game 2 win 

By Brett Friedlander 

RALEIGH — This time, the Carolina Hurricanes didn’t wait 
until the third period to impose their will on the New York 
Rangers. 

Energetic and aggressive virtually from the opening faceoff, 
the Canes and goalie Antti Raanta put the defensive clamps 
on their Metropolitan Division rival while getting just enough 
offense to grind out a 2-0 victory at PNC Arena. 

Defenseman Brendan Smith scored a shorthanded goal late 
in the second period and Sebastian Aho added an 
exclamation point into an empty net with 1.9 seconds 
remaining to give Carolina a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven 
second round Eastern Conference series. 

The win was the Canes’ sixth straight at home in these 
playoffs, a franchise record. 

“Our compete and our battle level was high,” said Smith, the 
latest in a growing line of surprise heroes, who redirected a 
pass from Aho as part of a 2-on-1 rush at the 15:54 mark of 
the middle period. 

“I think if we just stick to our style, it’s eventually going to 
wear on teams and we’re going to find a way to win. By the 
third period, it’s that wear-and-tear. (Coach Rod 
Brind’Amour) calls it the stress game. If we continue to do 
that, we’re going to find those chances and it’s eventually 
going to go our way.” 

It took the better part of two periods for the Canes to start 
dictating the style of play in Game 1 on Wednesday, a game 

in which they were forced to battle from behind before 
winning in overtime. This time, they didn’t wait that long.  

The fourth line of Jesperi Kotkaniemi, Max Domi and Steven 
Lorentz set the tone with a physical, aggressive opening shift 
and the Canes built momentum from there, especially in their 
own zone and on the penalty kill — where Aho and linemate 
Teuvo Teravainen generated the two best early scoring 
chances while shorthanded. 

It turned out to be a preview of what was to come. 

The game’s pivotal sequence began when Brady Skjei was 
assessed a four-minute double minor for high-sticking New 
York’s Alexis Lafreniere at 13:01 of the second period. But it 
wasn’t the Rangers that benefited from the opportunity. 

Not only did the Canes survive the penalty, one of four 
successful kills in the game, but they also turned defense 
into offense when, with Skjei still in the box, Aho took a pass 
off the boards from Teravainen and skated into the New York 
zone with speed. 

He then threaded a perfect pass through defenseman Adam 
Fox’s legs to Smith, who had joined the rush on left wing. 
The defenseman redirected the puck into the net high on 
goalie Igor Shesterkin’s stick side to put the Canes ahead. 

“I’m not there to score a goal, I’m there to kill a penalty,” Aho 
said. “For some reason today, I got a couple of loose pucks 
here and there. Obviously if I can meet the puck and be the 
first one on it, then it’s green light to go.” 

While creating offensive chances is nothing new for Aho, 
whose 25th career playoff assist tied Ron Francis’ franchise 
record, finishing them is a new experience for Smith. 

Even Aho said he was surprised when he looked up and saw 
Smith skating beside him. 
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“It was a great read by him,” he said. “Huge goal.” 

It was Smith’s third career playoff goal and the first 
postseason shorthanded goal by a Canes defenseman since 
Mike Commodore did it in the Eastern Conference Finals 
against Buffalo during the team’s 2006 Stanley Cup run. 

“Turbo (Teravainen) makes great plays and he can chip it 
into space, where I saw Fishy (Aho) moving,” Smith said. “So 
I just got going as fast as I could and found a lane. Fishy is 
an elite passer and he put it right on the money.” 

As it turned out, the goal was the only one the Canes would 
need. Winning 57% of faceoffs, blocking 24 shots and out-
hitting their opponent 31-22, Carolina used its suffocating 
team defense to keep the Rangers from generating any 
offensive rhythm. 

New York’s best players — Artemi Panarin, 52-goal scorer 
Chris Kreider and Mika Zibanejad — combined for only two 
shots on goal, both by Zibanejad. 

When the Rangers did manage to get a shot off, Raanta was 
equal to the task. He was credited with 21 saves for his first 
career postseason shutout. 

Ranta called the defensive effort “a complete team effort.” 
Brind’Amour agreed. 

“We have a good defense. We have a really solid group back 
there,” he said. “You’re going to have to earn your chances 
against us.” 

While the Canes remain unbeaten at home in the playoffs, 
they have yet to win on the road. That, said Raanta, is the 
focus as the series shifts to New York’s Madison Square 
Garden for Games 3 and 4. 

“This was one of our best 60 minutes in these playoffs,” he 
said. “Now we just have to keep doing the same thing and 
get to New York.”

 

Unsung heroes fueling Hurricanes’ playoff run 

Brendan Smith was the latest Carolina player to come up big 
in the postseason 

By Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — If you’re looking for unlikely playoff heroes, the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs are the place to be. 

Especially if you’re watching games in Raleigh. 

Hurricanes defenseman Brendan Smith, he of 35 career 
goals in a combined 621 regular season and playoff games 
coming into Friday’s Game 2 against the Rangers, is the 
latest. 

Smith opened the game with two big hits and was 
immediately under the Rangers’ collective skin, goading two 
New York players into matching minor penalties in the first 
6:19 of the game. 

“I just want to set the tempo,” Smith said, “play hard 
defensively. …  I think it gets a lot of people right into the 
game. For me, probably a little bit more because that’s kind 
of my style. But I like that because you’re engaged right off 
the bat.” 

He also helped Carolina kill off two New York power plays in 
the first 20 minutes, keeping the scoreboard full of zeros 
entering the middle frame. 

Then came the showstopper. 

With the Hurricanes killing off a four-minute high-sticking 
penalty to Brady Skjei — a mainstay on Carolina’s league-
best PK — 13 minutes into the second period, Smith took a 
star turn. 

Teuvo Teravainen chipped the puck out of the Carolina end 
and up to Sebastian Aho. Smith joined the rush to create a 2-
on-1, and Aho passed through Rangers defenseman Adam 
Fox’s legs to Smith for a redirected shorthanded goal. 

“I tried to get going as fast as I could and find the lane,” 
Smith said of jumping up in the rush on the play. “(Aho’s) an 

elite passer, we’ve seen that, and he put it right on the 
money.” 

He’s just the latest player to come up big for the Hurricanes 
at PNC Arena. 

In Wednesday’s Game 1 against New York, it was Ian Cole 
scoring just his second career postseason goal in his 104th 
playoff game in overtime to give Carolina a come-from-
behind win over the Rangers. 

Max Domi was the hero against the Bruins in Game 7 of their 
first round series, scoring twice in Carolina’s clinching win at 
home. The goals were the first of Domi’s postseason career. 

“The moment the other night for Colesy, Smitty gets a big 
goal. That’s why you play the game,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “You love to see the guys enjoy the 
game.” 

But on Friday it was Smith. The 33-year-old had one 
previous shorthanded goal in his career, and it came when 
he was still playing with the Rangers. It was New York’s 
2019-20 season opener, and Smith iced the win with a 
shorthanded empty-netter assisted by Mika Zibanejad. 

On Friday it was Zibanejad who had the puck banked past 
him to create the 2-on-1 that would give his Smith third 
career playoff goal — and probably the biggest of his career. 

“This one’s obviously very high,” Smith said, “if not the 
highest. … Playoff goals, I don’t have many of them.” 

It was also the only goal the Hurricanes needed thanks to 
another unexpected standout. 

In a postseason of firsts, Carolina goalie Antti Raanta added 
another on Friday. 

The 33-year-old goaltender had to play nine NHL seasons 
with four teams — and see crease mate Frederik Andersen 
go down with an injury — before getting his first playoff start, 
a 35-save performance in Game 1 of the first round against 
the Bruins for his first career postseason win. 
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Through eight appearances this year, Raanta is 5-2-0 with a 
.939 save percentage and 1.83 goals-against average. Only 
St. Louis’ Jordan Binnington (4-1-0, .948, 1.75) has better 
numbers among the remaining playoff goalies. 

“It’s a stressful situation for Rants,” Brind’Amour said. “And 
it’s nice to see him obviously helping us win games but just 
for him to enjoy it.” 

Friday might not have been his best performance — Carolina 
suffocated the Rangers, limiting them to 21 shots on goal, 
including none by Artemi Panarin and Chris Kreider — but 
Raanta added another badge to his playoff sash with a 
shutout. 

“When you get the shutout, it’s a team effort also,” Raanta 
said. “It didn’t feel like I needed to do that many huge saves. 
… These are the games you always dream to play and you 
always hope to get these games and get results.” 

While stars like Aho — who added an empty-net goal to go 
with his assist on Smith’s goal — and Jaccob Slavin have 
done their part, it’s been a team effort that has the 
Hurricanes 10 wins away from their goal. 

From Domi to Cole to Raanta to Smith, the Hurricanes are 
winning with their collective depth. 

And it doesn’t matter who the hero is as long as the wins 
keep piling up.

 

 

 

Canes take 2-0 series lead with Game 2 win 

By Joe Giglio 

Home has been good to the Carolina Hurricanes during the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. 

It was again on Friday night against the New York Rangers. 

Sebastian Aho had an assist and a goal to lead the Canes to 
a 2-0 win over the Rangers in Game 2 on Friday. 

Brendan Smith scored a short-handed goal at 15:54 in the 
second period on a beautiful feed from Aho. The Canes' top 
center added an empty-net goal in the third to improve the 
team's home playoff record to 6-0. 

The Canes will go to New York on Sunday to try win their 
first road game of these playoffs. The Rangers will try to get 
back in the series. 

The Canes came back late on Wednesday to steal Game 1 
with Aho's goal forcing overtime and Ian Cole winning it. 
Game 2 was the opposite with the Canes getting the better 
of the play for most of the first two periods but could only 
muster the one goal. 

The Rangers, like the Canes did on Wednesday, buzzed in 
the third period but Canes goalie Antti Raanta was equal to 

the task. Raanta stopped all 21 shots he faced for his first 
playoff shutout. 

The Canes missed an opportunity to extend their lead in the 
second period with a 5-on-3 power play after Smith’s goal. 
New York goalie Igor Shesterkin made a spectacular glove 
save on Tony DeAngelo during the Canes’ two-man 
advantage late in the period. 

Aho, who scored the late game-tying goal on Wednesday, 
set up Smith’s goal with yeoman work on the penalty kill. He 
threaded a pass to the front of the net which Smith was able 
to finish. 

The Rangers nearly had a 1-0 lead with 7:52 left in the first 
period but Ryan Strome’s shot bounced off the right leg of 
DeAngelo before it could get to the open net. 

The Rangers got a power-play out of the sequence, 
DeAngelo was called for a slash, but the Canes were able to 
kill it off. 

Neither team was able to score on the power play. New York 
finished 0 for 4 and the Canes were 0 for 3.
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Recap: Raanta Shuts Out Rangers, Canes Take 2-0 Series Lead 

Veteran netminder makes 21 saves en route to his first 
career Stanley Cup Playoffs shutout 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes extended their 
perfect postseason at PNC Arena Friday, taking a 2-0 victory 
over the New York Rangers in Game Two. 

Three Things 

1) A Clean Sheet For Raanta 

Canes netminder Antti Raanta was tasked with just 21 shots 
over the course of 60 minutes, but he was up to par on each 
one. 

Per NaturalStatTrick.com, the Rangers only had four high-
danger chances, unable to produce any wildly dangerous 
opportunities. Despite having four power play opportunities, 
including 1:10 of two-man advantage time at one point, they 
were unable to permeate the multiple players standing in 
their way of the back of the net - Carolina's stout shot 
blocking and the impenetrable Raanta. 

The victory is was not only Raanta's first career postseason 
shutout, it was also Raanta's fifth win of the 2022 
postseason. He has allowed two goals or fewer in all five. 

2) A Shorty For Smitty 

The game-opening goal came during the second period, a 
shorthanded tally for defenseman Brendan Smith. 

Smith was alert in jumping up in the play after Teuvo 
Teravainen sprung Sebastian Aho with a chip off the glass in 
their own end. Aho worked in and put a perfectly placed pass 
between the legs of Adam Fox, right onto the tape of Smith 
for the slam dunk. 

It was just the second time in team history a defenseman 
recorded a shorthanded goal in the playoffs, the first time 
since 2006. 

3) Shut It Down 

Carolina set the tone defensively from the start, blocking 11 
shots during the first period alone. When all was said and 
done, the team finished with 24. 

Brett Pesce led the way with five, heading a defensive unit 
that combined for 17 of the 24. 

The team was an added layer of frustration for New York's 
offense, who had difficulties even getting shots by Carolina's 
skaters before they could make their way onto Raanta. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour offering his efforts on the way his team 
won tonight's contest... 

"I'll take a win any way we can, this time of year. It was a 
team effort and we stuck to it. We did what we had to do to 
get the win and everyone contributed to that. That's a 
positive, for sure." 

Brendan Smith walking reporters through his tally... 

"We did a good job on the [blue] line so they weren't able to 
break in cleanly. Then Turbo got to the puck first and he 
makes great plays. He chipped it into space and he got Fishy 
moving. I just tried to get going and find the lane and Fishy is 
an elite passer. He put it right on the money. I can't take too 
much credit for it, but it was a good read by a lot of players." 

Antti Raanta on the support from the fans inside PNC 
Arena... 

"It's a lot of fun, obviously. These are the games you always 
dream to play in. You always hope to get these games and 
get good results. Now you're there and when you're winning, 
the fans have been unbelievable here. When you're going to 
the game the fans are yelling and making noise. During the 
game they give us a lot of energy, when we're down or killing 
penalties. It's special. It's something that you're never going 
to forget. You just try and enjoy every second of it. When you 
get older you're probably going to remember these things, for 
sure." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to hold a limited practice before 
flying to New York Saturday afternoon. 

Bonus Notes 

 Sebastian Aho concluded the scoring with an empty 
net tally inside the final two seconds. With an assist 
on Smith's goal, tonight marked the third multi-point 
game of the playoffs for #20. 

 Carolina held both Chris Kreider and Artemi Panarin 
without a shot in the contest. 

 The Canes are now 6-0 on home ice this 
postseason.
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Hurricanes blank Rangers in Game 2, extend lead in Eastern Second Round 

Raanta makes 21 saves, Smith scores shorthanded goal for 
Carolina 

By Kurt Dusterberg 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Antti Raanta made 21 saves for his first 
Stanley Cup Playoff shutout, and the Carolina Hurricanes 
defeated the New York Rangers 2-0 in Game 2 of the 
Eastern Conference Second Round at PNC Arena on Friday. 

The Hurricanes lead the best-of-7 series. Game 3 is at New 
York on Sunday. 

"I didn't feel like I needed to do that many huge saves," said 
Raanta, who made his eighth NHL playoff start, all this 
season. "Our guys were making sure there were no back-
door plays or easy shots. The PK was huge for us, and that 
last three minutes was huge also, so the guys helped me a 
lot for sure." 

Brendan Smith scored a shorthanded goal, and Sebastian 
Aho had a goal and an assist for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 
seed in the Metropolitan Division. 

Igor Shesterkin made 20 saves for the Rangers, the No. 2 
seed in the Metropolitan. 

"You get your team prepared to play, you play as hard as 
you can and you hope you win these hockey games," New 
York coach Gerard Gallant said. "I'm happy with the way we 
performed overall. I wish we would have got one of these two 
games, we probably could have. That's the way it goes. Play 
well, play hard, we'll find a way to get another win." 

Smith made it 1-0 at 15:54 of the second period when he 
drove to the net on a 2-on-1 and redirected a pass from Aho 
with Carolina killing a four-minute penalty after Brady Skjei 
was called for high-sticking. Teuvo Teravainen began the 
play by chipping the puck to Aho off the boards into the 
neutral zone. 

"[Teravainen] makes great plays and he can chip it into 
space, where I saw [Aho] moving," Smith said. "I tried to get 
going as fast as I could and find the lane. [Aho] is an elite 
passer, and he put it right on the money, so I can't take too 
much [credit], but it was a good read by a lot of players." 

Aho scored into an empty net for the 2-0 final with two 
seconds remaining. 

New York was 0-for-4 on the power play.  

"I'm seeing a great penalty kill put a lot of pressure on them," 
Gallant said. "We didn't find the inside man very often in the 
slot, the bumper guy. They put on a lot of pressure, and we 
just didn't adjust to it quick enough. We've got to compete a 
little harder, I think." 

The Rangers' 21 shots on goal were their fewest in nine 
playoff games this season. 

"We have a good defense. We have a really solid group back 
there," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "You're 
going to have to earn your chances against us for the most 
part. Both teams, we're not getting much going the other way 
either. Both teams are fighting for every inch out there. It's 
playoff hockey, and both teams are laying it on the line." 

NOTES: Rangers forwards Chris Kreider (one), Mika 
Zibanejad (four) and Artemi Panarin (two) have combined for 
seven shots on goal in the series. They were New York's 
three leading goal-scorers during the regular season. … The 
Hurricanes became the first team to start the playoffs 6-0 at 
home since the Nashville Predators in 2017. … Raanta is 5-2 
with a 1.83 goals-against average and a .939 save 
percentage in eight playoff games this season. He played the 
13th postseason game of his NHL career. … Carolina had 24 
blocked shots. Defenseman Brett Pesce had a game-high 
five. … Hurricanes center Jordan Staal won 14 of 21 face-
offs (67 percent).
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Raanta continues 'harnessing the moment' with Hurricanes 

Goalie has 21-save shutout against Rangers in Game 2, 
outduels Shesterkin again 

By Dan Rosen 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Antti Raanta knew that in order to give the 
Carolina Hurricanes a chance against the New York Rangers 
in the Eastern Conference Second Round he would have to 
play perfect, or at least close to it, because that's what 
Rangers' goalie Igor Shesterkin was going to do, too. 

"You get a little more on your toes when you know the other 
goalie is the tops in the league," Raanta said regarding 
Shesterkin, who is a finalist for the Vezina Trophy awarded 
to the NHL's top goaltender. 

Raanta was perfect in Game 2 with 21 saves in a 2-0 win at 
PNC Arena on Friday. Carolina's goalie has been perfect on 
45 shots since allowing a goal early in the first period of 
Game 1. 

His shutout streak is up to 116:05 and the Hurricanes are up 
2-0 in the best-of-7 series going into Madison Square 
Garden for Game 3 on Sunday. The Hurricanes have scored 
four goals, three on Shesterkin and one into an empty net, 
and Raanta has made it stand up. 

"I just think it's pretty remarkable what he's done," Carolina 
defenseman Brendan Smith said. "Coming in and harnessing 
the moment, stepping in and playing the way he is, it's 
phenomenal." 

Raanta wasn't supposed to be in the spotlight in a 
Hurricanes' playoff run. That was supposed to be Frederik 
Andersen, an All-Star this season who was second in the 
NHL, behind Shesterkin, with a 2.17 goals-against average. 

Andersen, though, is still rehabbing a lower-body injury he 
sustained on April 16 and isn't expected to return in this 
series. 

If Raanta keeps going the way he is, and the Hurricanes 
keep winning, there's no guarantee Andersen will get back in 
the net if and when he is healthy enough to play. 

"Your immediate action when you lose your goalie, your No. 
1 guy who this year was one of the best goalies in the 
League, that's a kick. That's not something you want heading 
into the best time of the year," Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour said. "But we had seen enough of 'Raants' that 
he had been solid. I don't know that we anticipated him to be 
better since he's played in the playoffs, but we certainly had 
a lot of confidence in his ability." 

Raanta, 33, certainly had confidence, too, but he had to 
prove to himself that he could do it in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, considering his only prior postseason experience 
had been five relief appearances. 

He did in the first round, when he won three of six starts 
against the Boston Bruins, posting a 2.37 GAA and .927 

save percentage. He's up to five wins with a 1.83 GAA and 
.939 save percentage after two games against the Rangers. 

"When you haven't gotten the chance to play in [the playoffs] 
you're always questioning yourself like, 'What if I get the 
chance to play?'" Raanta said after Game 1. "Now it's been a 
lot of fun to play. I feel like as the first round went on, I 
started to get more comfortable and now the stakes are 
getting higher and higher, but you're just trusting your own 
thing and it's been working." 

He hasn't changed his routine because he's starting every 
game now. Instead, Raanta said the fact that he knows he's 
going to be in the net for every game has allowed him to get 
into a rhythm that he rarely found in his backup role during 
the regular season. 

"Sometimes when you're waiting for a couple of weeks to go 
to the next game your mind starts playing games and you're 
a little bit questioning yourself," Raanta said. "Now, it's just 
taking care of your body on the off days and getting ready for 
the game again." 

Ironically, Raanta's two seasons with the Rangers from 
2015-17 are part of the reason why he's been able to handle 
the moment he's in now. 

Raanta credited his time with former Rangers goalie Henrik 
Lundqvist and how much he learned through his actions, 
particularly in practice, about what it takes to be a top goalie 
who always gives his team a chance to win. 

Lundqvist was notorious for his battle level in practice and 
how much he hated giving up a goal. Smith, who played with 
Lundqvist in New York from 2017-20, even spoke about that 
after the game Friday, saying Lundqvist's determination likely 
wore off on Raanta, who was quick to agree. 

"It was eye-opening for me," Raanta said. "Every year he 
was one of the best goalies and I was like, 'This is the 
reason why he is the best goalie.' He was always working. 
He was always trying to get better." 

Raanta also brought up Rangers goalie coach Benoit Allaire, 
who molded Lundqvist into what he became, a likely Hall of 
Famer, and is doing the same with Shesterkin. 

"'Benny' in New York is one of the best in the League as a 
goalie coach and as a human being," Raanta said. 

Five years later, Raanta has finally gotten his chance in the 
spotlight, his own net in the playoffs, and he's using what he 
learned from the Rangers against them. 

He has been almost perfect. No surprise, he's had to be. 

"It's just great to see," Carolina center Sebastian Aho said. 
"The team gets a lot of momentum, a lot of confidence in 
their own play when you see your goalie playing at that level, 
and he's been unbelievable. I'm just happy for the guy."
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Smith, Raanta, Hurricanes top Rangers for 2-0 series lead 

By Aaron Beard 

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) — Brendan Smith had gone nine years 
since last finding the back of the net in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

And Antti Raanta, well, he never had a postseason game like 
this. 

The Carolina Hurricanes keep finding different ways to win in 
the playoffs. It’s why they’re unbeaten at home, and up 2-0 
again in a series. 

Smith scored a short-handed goal late in the second period 
while Raanta had 21 saves for his first postseason shutout to 
help the Hurricanes beat the New York Rangers 2-0 on 
Friday night, claiming Game 2 of their second-round series. 

“I think if we just stick to our style, it’s eventually going to 
wear on teams and we’re going to find a way to win,” Smith 
said. 

Smith’s goal off a feed from Sebastian Aho was the 
difference in a tightly defended game by both teams with little 
space to operate and even fewer traffic-free looks at the net.  

Aho added a clinching empty-net score to finish this off with 
1.8 seconds left as Raanta held up.  

It came two nights after the Hurricanes rallied to tie Game 1 
in the final minutes on Aho’s tying third-period goal, then a 
rare OT score by defenseman Ian Cole. That came after a 
higher-scoring first-round series against Boston that went the 
full seven games. 

“Teams that are still playing at this time of year, they can 
adapt to whatever the game is,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. 

Now 6-0 at home in the playoffs, Carolina faces the 
challenge of winning on the road for the first time in the 
postseason after failing to win a road game against the 
Bruins. 

They’ll get their first chance to win at Madison Square 
Garden in Game 3 on Sunday. And the Rangers must mount 
another series comeback after rallying from a 3-1 deficit to 
beat Pittsburgh in a seven-game first-round series. 

“I’m happy with the way we’ve performed overall,” Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant said. “I wish we would’ve got one of 
these two games. We probably could’ve, but that’s the way it 
goes.” 

Igor Shesterkin finished with 20 saves to lead the Rangers 
on a night with few offensive highlights. 

The teams combined for 43 shots and each had big penalty 
kills, with New York killing off more than a minute of 5-on-3 

time while the Hurricanes scored their short-handed goal on 
a 4-minute kill for a double-minor high-sticking penalty on 
Brady Skjei. 

THE WINNER 

The Hurricanes had flirted with tallying a short-handed goal 
earlier in the game multiple times, including once when 
Teuvo Teravainen pinged the right post in the first period 
from the slot off a feed from Aho.  

It ended up foreshadowing the Hurricanes’ breakthrough 
score, with Aho skating in on the right side to set up Smith 
for a one-timer from the left that cleanly zipped past 
Shesterkin for the putaway with 4:06 left in the second. 

LONG TIME 

The 33-year-old Smith had two career postseason goals. 
The last had come May 18, 2013, in Game 2 of Detroit’s 
seven-game second-round series loss to Chicago. 

STEADY 

This was Raanta’s 13th career playoff game, and marked his 
first keeping the net clear. It helped, too, that Carolina 
finished with 24 blocked shots, five coming from defenseman 
Brett Pesce. 

“I didn’t feel like I needed to do that many huge saves or like 
that,” Raanta said. ’All the guys were making sure there was 
no backdoor plays or easy shots. ... The guys helped me a 
lot for sure.” 

LOW OUTPUT 

The Rangers have managed one goal in the first two games, 
with the lone score coming off a neutral-zone turnover at the 
7:07 mark of Game 1. 

It hadn’t helped that offensive stars Mika Zibanejad, Artemi 
Panarin and Chris Kreider haven’t gotten going. They’ve 
combined for seven shots on goal through two games. 

“Get more pucks to the net, more bodies to the net, more 
traffic, create your own luck, create your own bounces,” 
defenseman Jacob Trouba said. “I think that’s got to be a 
little more of our mindset.” 

CHANGING LOOKS 

Brind’Amour tweaked his lines a bit looking for a spark in the 
Game 1 comeback, then stuck with that look for Game 2. 

Most notably, Teravainen moved up to the top line to play 
alongside Aho and rookie Seth Jarvis, while Andrei 
Svechnikov moved to the second line. Brind’Amour also 
moved up speedy skater Martin Necas to the second line 
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and bumped Max Domi — the Game 7 hero against Boston 
— down to the fourth line. 

The Rangers stayed with the same line pairings to start this 
one, though Gallant eventually moved Alexis Lafrenière up to 
the second line alongside Panarin and Ryan Strome in the 
third. 

“I’m trying to get a goal,” Gallant said. 

HOME COMFORT 

The Hurricanes’ 6-0 home playoff record marks the first time 
an NHL team has won its first six postseason home games 
since Nashville in 2017. It also marks the franchise’s longest 
home winning streak in a single postseason.

 

 

New York Rangers go 0-for-4 on power plays, surrender shorthanded goal to Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 2 loss 

By Greg Wyshynski 

The New York Rangers had relied on their power play to 
spark them offensively during the regular season and their 
first round Stanley Cup playoff win over the Pittsburgh 
Penguins. 

But against the Carolina Hurricanes, the best penalty-killing 
team in the NHL, they're experiencing a power outage that 
cost them in Game 2 on Friday night and has them in an 0-2 
hole in the series. 

The Rangers' power play went 0-for-4 and surrendered the 
game-winning shorthanded goal to Carolina defenseman 
Brendan Smith in their 2-0 loss. 

"Their power play is so good. Obviously, that was the 
difference in the game tonight," said Carolina coach Rod 
Brind'Amour. "Don't want to be in that position, taking 
penalties against them, but it's going to happen. The guys 
did a great job tonight." 

Goalie Antti Raanta made 21 saves for the shutout. The 
Hurricanes, who had the best penalty kill in the regular 
season, have killed 16 of 17 power plays at home in the 
playoffs. 

"A coach's dream is a 1-0 or 2-0 win. There wasn't a lot both 
ways," said Smith. "That's a good playoff game. The fans 
won't like it as much, but for us in the room, it's a lot better." 

The Rangers had two first-period power plays, and then four 
minutes with man advantage in the second period when 
Carolina defenseman Brady Skjei clipped Alexis Lafrenière 
with his stick. But instead of converting, New York 
surrendered a shorthanded goal to Smith with 4:06 left in the 
period on a feed from Sebastian Aho. 

"I saw Smitty going hard to that back post. It was more of an 
area pass, I would say. Glad that it worked out," said Aho. 
"Great read by him. Huge goal." 

The Hurricanes arguably created as much offense 
shorthanded as the Rangers did with their power play in 
Game 2. 

"They're just random plays. I'm not there to score a goal. I'm 
there to kill a penalty," said Aho. "For some reason today, I 

got some loose pucks here and there. If I can meet the puck, 
be the first on, then it's a green light to go." 

The Rangers entered the series having gone 6-for-19 against 
the Penguins in the opening round. Despite having the 5th-
fewest power-play opportunities in the regular season, the 
Rangers were fourth in power-play conversion at 25.2%. 
Against the Hurricanes, they're 0-for-5 in two losses. 

"We didn't take advantage of our power plays tonight. We 
haven't said that too often this year. That's the tough part of 
it," said Rangers coach Gerard Gallant. 

What's the issue with the power play? 

"I'm seeing a great penalty kill put a lot of pressure on [us]," 
said Gallant. "We didn't find the inside man very often in the 
slot, you know, the bumper guy. They put a lot of pressure 
and we just didn't adjust quick enough. Got to compete a 
little harder." 

The failures on the power play are one reason why the 
Rangers' top players have yet to hit the score sheet in this 
series. Artemi Panarin, Mika Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and 
Adam Fox -- the team's leading regular-season scorers -- 
haven't produced a point against Carolina. Panarin and 
Kreider didn't register a shot in Game 2. 

"Our battle level is high. They're great players. We took their 
time and space. I think that's the big thing," said Smith. 
"There are a lot of times when [Panarin] tries to create his 
space, but if you stay with him, try to take that space away 
from him, he can't make those elite plays." 

The action, such as it was in Game 2, shifts to Madison 
Square Garden for Game 3 on Sunday afternoon. 

The good news for the Rangers, potentially: The Hurricanes 
controlled play in the first two games at home against Boston 
in the first round but ended up losing every game on the 
road. They were the best defensive team on home ice during 
the regular season and were fifth on the road. 

"We gotta go back home and take care of Sunday 
afternoon's game," said Gallant. "Play well. Play hard. We'll 
find a way to get another win."
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Hurricanes torture Rangers with suffocating forecheck, defence in Game 2 win 

By Eric Engels 

Brendan Smith scored the game-winning goal late in the 
second period as the Carolina Hurricanes defeated the New 
York Rangers 2-0 in Game 2 of their Stanley Cup Playoff 
series. 

This wasn’t a game; it was a torture session; a methodical, 
meticulous dismantling of a team’s spirit, a suffocation that 
left the New York Rangers practically on life support in their 
series with the Carolina Hurricanes. 

We know, it’s only 2-0. We know, the Rangers have yet to 
open Madison Square Garden to host the Hurricanes in this 
second round. We know, they have been close on the 
scoresheet in both games. And yes, we even know they 
have more to give. 

But it won’t be nearly enough if Carolina replicates Friday’s 
performance come Sunday on Broadway. This was the most 
dominant 2-0 win we’ve seen since the New Jersey Devils 
were regularly crushing dreams—and offences—in the 
1990s. 

But these guys do it different than those guys—with a five-
man forecheck that sucks all the oxygen out of the game. 

The Hurricanes established it on the very first shift of Friday’s 
contest, with the third pairing of Ian Cole and Brendan Smith 
locking down the wings and the fourth line of Max Domi, 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Steven Lorentz throwing a bag over 
the Rangers’ defence. Cole and top Carolina defenceman 
Jaccob Slavin were on their way up into the play when 
Sebastian Aho’s line, with Teuvo Teravainen and Seth 
Jarvis, tied it shut with an empty-net goal at 19:58 of the third 
period. 

In between, Carolina won 56 per cent of the faceoffs and 
virtually all the one-on-one battles. They had 22 shots to 
New York’s 21, 31 hits to New York’s 22, blocked nine more 
shots than the Rangers, and they put on a total clinic 
shorthanded. 

It led to the first goal of the game—a 2-on-1 rush Aho started 
and Smith finished—and that was just one of several 
chances the Hurricanes created while down a man.  

Up a man, or even two at one point in the second period, 
they pressured the Rangers defence and goaltender Igor 
Shesterkin to gain further momentum. They carried then 
carried that momentum into the third period, and it’s hard not 
to feel like they’re not taking it with them to New York. 

“We came back last game, and today we defended really 
well in the third,” Aho told reporters at PNC Arena 
afterwards. “We didn’t give much out there.” 

They didn’t give the Rangers a single thing. 

Chris Kreider, who scored 52 goals this season, was held to 
zero shots on net. Ditto for Artemi Panarin, who scored the 

winning goal for New York in Game 7 of the first-round series 
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Alexis Lafrèniere got his first with less than three minutes 
remaining in the game, and that was one more than Andrew 
Copp had. 

The entire Rangers team was held to zero shot attempts for 
a 10-minute span that covered the end of the first period and 
the beginning of the second. They couldn’t find a way to the 
inside of the ice even when they could direct a shot towards 
Carolina’s net. 

Can New York play better? Of course. 

But the Hurricanes are the reason they didn’t fare well 
enough on Friday, and the Hurricanes appear prepared to 
continue being the reason. 

It’s what they did to teams all season en route to building the 
NHL’s third-best record at 54-20-8, and Friday’s performance 
was a galvanizing one as they attempt to push forward in the 
playoffs. 

“I think if we just stick to our style, it’s eventually going to 
wear on teams and we’re going to find a way to win the 
game,” said Smith. “(Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour) 
Roddy calls it ‘the Stress Game.’” 

It looked like the movie Misery, with Kathy Bates taking a 
sledgehammer to James Caan’s bound ankles. 

And when the Hurricanes broke down—which was almost 
never—Antti Raanta was there, subtracting from his 
impeccable goals-against average, which now stands at a 
minuscule 1.83 through eight appearances. 

The 33-year-old entered the playoffs as the de facto starter, 
filling in for Frederik Andersen, who suffered an injury late in 
the regular season. He missed some of the first-round series 
against the Boston Bruins with an injury but has been 
practically unbeatable in two games versus the Rangers. 

“It’s great to see,” said Aho. “Team gets a lot of momentum 
and confidence in their own play when you see your goalie 
playing that level, and he’s been unbelievable.” 

If you were just looking at the score and missed the game, 
you’d have thought the Hurricanes were just ordinary despite 
home-ice advantage against a lower-ranked Rangers team. 

They were that for the first two periods of this series and 
were a Kappo Kakko missed net away from a split heading to 
New York. 

But the Hurricanes have held the hammer since and are now 
but two strikes away from punching their tickets to the 
Stanley Cup semifinal. 

Game 3 is set for 3:30 p.m. ET, Sunday on Sportsnet.
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Hurricanes shut down Rangers again to take 2-0 series lead 

By Adam Gretz  

The Carolina Hurricanes were one of the best defensive and 
penalty killing teams in the league during the regular season, 
and the New York Rangers are getting a first-hand look at it 
so far in their Second Round series. 

The Hurricanes absolutely smothered the Rangers’ offense 
on Friday night in a 2-0 win, helping Carolina take a 
commanding 2-0 lead in the series as it shifts back to New 
York this week. 

Through two games the Rangers have just scored a single 
against the Hurricanes, and after a strong start over the first 
period in Game 1 their offense has been almost non-existent. 
Not only are they not scoring goals, they are not getting good 
looks. Carolina’s Antti Raanta was asked to stop just 21 
shots on Friday and only a few of them were what could 
realistically be considered strong scoring chances. 

It is almost as if the Rangers are trying to adjust from their 
poor defensive performance in the First Round against 
Pittsburgh and trying to play an overly conservative game 
against Carolina. They definitely had to improve their 
defensive play against a much faster and deeper Hurricanes 

team, and they absolutely have. But it has come at the 
expense of any sustained offensive attack. 

Even worse, the Rangers also struggled on the power play 
on Friday. That was a major strength for them in the First 
Round and a unit that changed a bunch of games — and the 
series — in their favor. But even that group is struggling 
against Carolina, the league’s best PK unit during the regular 
season, going 0-for-4 on Friday and also giving up a 
shorthanded goal to former Ranger Brendan Smith in the 
second period. 

That goal was the difference and the game’s only goal until 
Sebastian Aho added an empty-net tally with three seconds 
to play in regulation. 

The Rangers have been down before this postseason and 
managed to come back, but this challenge is going to be way 
more difficult than what they faced in the First Round against 
a Pittsburgh team that was playing a third-string goalie. The 
Hurricanes are not only a better opponent as a team, they 
have a significantly better goalie than what the Rangers 
faced in the First Round. Neither one is giving up much of 
anything for the Hurricanes in the playoffs.
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NHL Rink Wrap: Oilers rally to tie series with Flames 

By Adam Gretz  

• Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl put on a show for the 
Edmonton Oilers.  

• Antti Raanta and the Carolina Hurricanes completely shut 
down the New York Rangers to take a 2-0 series lead. 

• There is only one game on the schedule for Saturday as 
the Colorado Avalanche and St. Louis Blues play.  

Game 2: Carolina Hurricanes 2, New York Rangers 0 (CAR 
Leads Series 2-0) 

The New York Rangers do not have an answer for the 
Carolina Hurricanes’ defense, managing just one goal in the 
first two games of their Second round series. They were 
shutout on Friday night, 2-0, thanks to a 21-save effort from 
Antti Raanta and a shorthanded goal from Brendan Smith. 
The Rangers are clearly trying to play a more conservative 
style to improve their defensive play from the First Round, 
but they have completely taken away any threat of scoring. 
They have to find a middle ground if they are going to make 
this a series. 

Game 2: Edmonton Oilers 5, Calgary Flames 3 (Series Tied 
1-1) 

Mike Smith gave up two early goals again for the Edmonton 
Oilers, but he slammed the door shut the rest of the way to 
give his teammates an opportunity to rally for a 5-3 win to tie 
the Battle Of Alberta at one game apiece. Connor McDavid 
and Leon Draisaitl also had big games for the Oilers, while 
Zach Hyman‘s breakaway goal late in the third period goes in 
the books as the game-winning goal for the Oilers as they 
erased deficits of 2-0 and 3-1 to get the win. 

Three Stars in NHL Playoffs (Game 2 of Lightning-Panthers 
and Hurricanes-Rangers) 

1. Connor McDavid, Edmonton Oilers 

He may not have had the most points in the game or scored 
the game-winning goal, but it is clear he was the best player 

on the ice and is the best player in this series. He helped 
swing this game in Edmonton’s favor in the second period 
when he put together a dominant stretch that included a goal 
to help bring the Oilers to within one, cutting Calgary’s lead 
from 3-1 to 3-2. 

The goal was a thing of beauty. 

2. Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers 

Edmonton’s other offensive star had a huge game of his 
own. Draisaitl recorded a pair of assists and added a goal 
late in the third period to help put the game away. Draisaitl 
was a big X-factor coming into this series because he was 
not 100 percent had been a game-time decision before 
Game 7 in the First Round and before Game 1 in this round. 
He is obviously able to play and is still able to make a 
significant impact. He and McDavid have been carrying the 
Oilers all year, and that is continuing into the playoffs. 

3. Antti Raanta, Carolina Hurricanes 

Frederik Andersen is getting closer to a return to the lineup, 
but there is no guarantee he gets his starting job back. Not 
with the way that Raanta has played this postseason. 
Following his 21-save shutout on Friday he is now 5-2 this 
postseason with a save percentage over .935 for the 
playoffs. He has been sensational filling in for Andersen and 
is making the Hurricanes’ goalie overhaul from this past 
offseason look like a brilliant move by the front office. 
Andersen and Raanta combined to win the Jennings Trophy 
this season for allowing the fewest goals in the NHL, and by 
having two starting caliber goalies they are still in a great 
position when one of them is unable to play. 

SATURDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 3: Colorado Avalanche vs. St. Louis Blues (Series 
Tied 1-1), 8 p.m. ET.
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Canes, Raanta shutout Rangers; Take 2-0 series lead to New York 

The Carolina Hurricanes put together a full-team, defensive 
effort to win Game 2 against the New York Rangers by a 
final score of 2-0 Friday night at PNC Arena. 

By Ryan Henkel 

If you thought that this would be a fast-paced series, with 
both teams exchanging goals and going blow for blow, well 
I’m sorry to say that this has not been the case. 

After a 2-1 overtime final in Game 1, Game 2 followed that 
performance up with an even stingier 2-0 final. 

But if you’re the Carolina Hurricanes, all you care about is 
the fact that you have a 2-0 series lead over the New York 
Rangers heading to the Big Apple.  

It wasn’t the prettiest game by any stretch of the imagination, 
but the Hurricanes were definitely playing better than they 
had through the first 40 minutes of Game 1. 

However, they were still struggling to generate high-danger 
chances and sustained shot pressure. Carolina controlled 
the majority of play and had the definitive edge in o-zone 
possession, but they just weren’t making the most out of it. 

But on the flip side of that, the heavy possession meant that 
the Rangers hardly could put any strong shifts together at 5-
on-5. 

Despite that, when the score is tied, all it takes is one shot. 

And conveniently for Carolina, that mantra actually proved 
true for themselves. 

Late in the second period, a heavy shift by the Rangers 
resulted in Brady Skjei being whistled for a four minute high-
sticking penalty.  

It came off of one of New York’s few sustained offensive 
possessions, and it set them up with a great chance to steal 
a lead.  

But the Hurricanes’ penalty kill was stalwart and about three 
minutes through the kill, it broke out heading the other way. 

On a 2-on-1 sprung by Teuvo Teravainen, Sebastian Aho 
raced the puck up the wing into the Rangers’ zone and fed a 
pass through the legs of Adam Fox and right onto the tape of 
Brendan Smith on the other side. 

Smith buried the chance, and the Hurricanes had the lead. 

So when it seemed like the tide was going to turn due to the 
failure to capitalize on earlier chances, Carolina punched 
back. 

Following the shorthanded goal, the Rangers committed a 
penalty and soon after took another one, setting Carolina up 
with over a minute of a two-man advantage. 

Carolina had the chance to extend the lead and capitalize on 
a great opportunity.  

But yet again, the Hurricanes’ power play failed them. The 
35th time it has come up empty in the 40 opportunities it has 
had in the postseason. It hasn’t yet cost them in this series, 
but the Canes need it to at least start looking competitive if 
not scoring. 

But it came up empty, and so the Rangers got to hang 
around for a little while longer. 

However, the third period saw Carolina put forth its best 
defensive effort of the postseason and they parked the 
metaphorical bus in their zone and they just kept forcing the 
Rangers back time and time again.  

The Rangers pulled Igor Shesterkin with about two and a half 
minutes remaining and put together one last wave of effort 
against Carolina, but it came up empty and Aho put the 
statement goal away into the empty net with one second 
remaining.  

Now Carolina is heading to New York with a 2-0 series lead, 
a similar position to where they were against the Boston 
Bruins in round one.  

The matchup game has been huge for the Hurricanes all 
postseason and that hasn’t changed in round two with the 
Jordan Staal line completely neutralizing the Rangers’ top 
line through two game.  

It will be interesting to see how the Hurricanes will try to 
contain them in Games 3 and 4.  

The goals have not come easy, so the defense will have to 
stay strong, but the Canes need more from their forward 
group too. 

A road win will be crucial for Carolina, and scoring more 
goals is the key to that. 

Game 3 will see the puck drop at 3:30 on Sunday in New 
York at Madison Square Garden.
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Smith, Raanta on Game 2 win 

The Carolina Hurricanes took a 2-0 series lead thanks to a 2-
0 shutout win Friday night at PNC Arena.  

By Ryan Henkel 

The Carolina Hurricanes shutout the New York Rangers 2-0 
in Game 2 on May 20 to take a 2-0 series lead. 

Antti Raanta made 21 saves for his first career playoff 
shutout and Brendan Smith’s shorthanded goal in the second 
period was the game winner. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour, along with 
Sebastian Aho, Brendan Smith and Antti Raanta spoke with 
the media. Here’s what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On Antti Raanta’s performance: That’s kind of what we 
talked about last series. You’re always happy for the guys to 
get these moments. Moment the other night for [Ian Cole]. 
Moment tonight with [Brendan Smith] getting a big goal. 
That’s why you play the game and you love to see the guys 
enjoy the game. It’s a stressful game, stressful position for 
Raanta and it’s nice to see him helping us win games, but 
also to enjoy it. 

On the penalty kill’s success: You have be [successful] 
against these guys. Their power play is so good and 
obviously that was the difference in the game tonight. You 
don’t want to be in that position, taking penalties against 
them, but obviously they’re going to happen. The guys did a 
great job tonight. 

On shutting it down in the third period: We have a good 
defense. We have a really solid group back there. You’re 
going to have to earn your chances for the most part against 
us. Against both teams really, because we’re not getting 
much going the other way either. Both teams are fighting for 
every inch out there. It’s playoff hockey and both teams are 
laying it on the line, but I do think we have good group back 
there. 

On being able to win in different ways: We’ve done that all 
year. You’ve watched us all year. High-scoring games, low-
scoring games. I feel like we have the capability and all good 
teams do, for whatever way the games going. You’ve got to 
have high-scoring guys, guys that can put it in the net and I 
think we can do that. And obviously these two games have 
been low-scoring. But the teams that are pumping it in at this 
time of the year, they can adapt their game. 

On if he immediately believed that Raanta could take them 
all the way once Frederik Andersen went down: Yep. Yeah, 
for sure. I mean your immediate reaction when you lose your 
number one guy who’s been... this year he was one of the 
best goalies in the league. That’s a kick. It’s not something 
you want heading into the best time of the year. But we had 
seen enough of Raanta and he had just been solid. I don’t 
know if we anticipated him being better since he’s played in 
the playoffs, but we certainly had confidence in his ability. 

On why the defense has been carrying the scoring burden so 
much this postseason: I think it’s just that not a lot of other 
guys are scoring. That’s really the better question. All the 

teams generate offense from the blueline and right now 
we’ve got a few lately from some guys you wouldn’t expect, 
but just the way the games coached by everybody is that the 
D is always up in the rush, the D is always expected to 
contribute and for whatever reason here lately, they’ve had a 
few go in. 

On if he felt the compete was at its highest in the third 
period: I think it’s been high every game, every period. But 
obviously at that point of the game, everybody has to be on 
point because you don’t want to give up that one. The two 
teams were really fighting hard and nobody was taking a 
breath out there.  

On if he’s happy with how the team got the win: I’ll take a win 
anyway we can at this time of the year, but I think it was a 
great team effort and we stuck to what we had to do to get 
the win. And everyone contributed in that manner. That’s 
positive for sure. 

On if he feels the intensity of the game on the bench: There’s 
no doubt. You’re not playing the game. You don’t really have 
any impact on the game, but you’re certainly feel a part of it. 
It’s the next best thing to being out there, being behind the 
bench with your guys. It may not show, but there is definitely 
that intensity and nerves in what’s going on. 

Sebastian Aho 

On Antti Raanta’s performances this postseason: It’s great to 
see. The team gets a lot of momentum, a lot of confidence in 
their own play when you see your goalie playing at that level. 
He’s been unbelievable. I’m happy for the guy and it’s a good 
situation with him.  

On if there’s anything about the Rangers’ power play that 
makes him feel like he has more opportunity to create 
shorthanded chances: No, not really. They’re just random 
plays. I’m not there to score a goal, I’m there to kill a penalty. 
But for some reason today, I got a couple of loose pucks 
here and there and obviously if I can meet the puck and be 
the first on it, then I have the green light to go. 

On having confidence in Raanta: You never want to see your 
teammate go down and the level [Andersen] was playing at 
the whole year was unreal, so obviously it hurt, but we had a 
lot of confidence in Raanta. The way he played, he played a 
little bit less than [Andersen] at the time, but every time he 
was in the net, he played very well. We weren’t too worried 
about it, but obviously that’s what good teams do. Guy goes 
down and the next one steps up and fills the hole. Raanta 
has been unreal. 

On the set up for the shorthanded goal: I didn’t watch the D-
man there... Actually I was because [Smith] was on the 
backdoor there. I was just trying to fit the pass through and I 
saw [Smith] going hard to the back post so I kind of more of 
did an area pass I’d sort of say. I’m glad it worked out. 

On if he was surprised to see Smith on the other side of the 
2-on-1: A little bit to be honest. But it was a great read by him 
and a huge goal. 

On the power play’s troubles: I don’t know. I can give you a 
better answer tomorrow. I have to see the video and see 
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what they did and what we didn’t do good enough. But 5-on-
3 is a big scoring opportunity and it’s a good thing it didn’t 
cost us the game today. We have to be sharper in the future. 

On winning games in different ways: It’s just the team has 
been comfortable to play in every situation. We came back 
last game and today we defended really well in the third. We 
didn’t give them much out there. We’ve been able to win 
hockey games in many different ways and it’s huge at this 
time of the year. 

On what the team was doing to shutdown the Rangers’ top 
players: First off, [Staal]’s line has been huge for us. They’ve 
been playing really good hockey and wearing their top guys 
down and giving us a lot of momentum. That could be one 
reason. Obviously, the way we play, we try to give up 
nothing. They’re high-end players and we try to take their 
time and space away and create some puck pressure. That’s 
how we want to play. 

Brendan Smith 

On it being a complete game for him: I wanted to set the 
tempo. Play hard defensively. That’s just really what [Cole] 
and I want to do. Just be solid defensively and if I can chip in 
offensively, that’s a bonus. I’ll take it as a good game. 

On if being physical gets him into the game: For sure. I think 
it gets a lot of people into the game, but for me, probably a 
little bit more because that’s more my style. I love it because 
you’re engaged right off the bat. 

On what they did well to be so successful defensively: Just 
are compete and battle level was high and that’s what we 
need. Obviously they’re great players and you have to tip 
your cap to them because they just kept coming in waves, 
but I thought we took away their time and space. That’s 
really the biggest thing. There was a lot of areas where 
[Panarin] turns up and tries to create space and if you stay 
with him and try to take that space away from him, he can’t 
make those elite plays. He still does, and that’s what players 
like him do, but if you can take his space away and stay 
close to him, you can maybe get your stick on a shot or a 
pass and I saw a lot of guys doing that. It’s good for us. They 
played well. They had no quit in their game and we were just 
fortunate to get one on the shorty and bunker down and 
Raanta was playing phenomenally for us. 

On what about Raanta made him so ready for the 
opportunity: I just think it’s pretty remarkable what he’s done, 
right? I think coming in and harnessing the moment and 
stepping in and playing the way he has has been 
phenomenal. It’s a testament to how hard he works in 
practice. I think that’s where it really comes from, is that he 
battles in practice. He doesn’t want to get scored on at any 
time, whether it’s just one of those little shootout games in 
practice and I think it carries over. Whenever I’ve watched 
good goalies, and I think about Henrik Lundqvist in my mind, 
where he never wanted to be scored on even in practice and 
he’d get upset when he did. And maybe that wore off on 
[Raanta] by playing with [Lundqvist], but I just think it’s 
incredible. We’ve definitely needed it and he’s stepped up to 
it. 

On what he saw leading up to his shorthanded goal: We did 
a good job on the line. They weren’t able to break in cleanly 

and then [Teravainen] I saw get to the puck first and 
[Teravainen] just makes great plays and he chipped it into a 
space where I saw [Aho] moving. So I just tried to get going 
as fast as I could and find the lane and [Aho] is an elite 
passer. We’ve seen that and he put it right on the money. I 
can’t take too much credit for it, but it was a good read by a 
lot of players. 

On what was essentially a 1-0 playoff win feels like: As a 
defenseman it’s great. I think it’s even great for 
[Brind’Amour]. I think that’s a coaches dream, a 1-0, 2-0 win. 
We obviously like that. In the game, there wasn’t a lot both 
ways and that’s a good playoff game. The fans don’t like it as 
much, but for us in the room, it’s a lot better. 

On getting prepared for the playoffs: I’ve been fortunate 
enough to have a lot of playoff games, especially when I 
played with the Red Wings. So I’ve had a taste of it and I 
love playoff time. For me, it’s not hard to get up for these 
games. I just try to keep myself prepared and ready. 
Whatever happens during the year... like I said before, I 
envisioned myself playing at this time and I think you have 
to. Now, I’m just doing whatever I have to to help the team. 
When things get tighter, I think my style of hockey is effective 
so it’s worked out for me. 

On if finding different ways to win games gives the team 
confidence: I think if we just stick to our style, it’s eventually 
going to wear on teams and we’re going to find a way to win. 
You can’t win the game in the first period and I think by the 
third period, it’s just that wear and tear. [Brind’Amour] calls it 
the stress game. If we can continue to do that, we’re going to 
find those chances and it’s going to go our way. Sometimes 
it doesn’t, that’s just hockey. That’s the bounces of the game, 
but if we stay that way and play as close to a 60 minute 
game of our style, we give ourselves the best chance to win. 
That’s why I think you find that we might comeback or we 
might hold on to a lead. That’s just why those kinds of 
different styles of games we can win. If we just stick to our 
style, I think it takes care of us. 

On where his goal ranks for himself: This one ranks pretty 
high, if not the highest. Obviously everyone remembers their 
first and you kind of remember your first with each team. My 
first here was a big one too, but playoff goals, I don’t have 
many of them, but this might be the best one. 

On the importance of the next two games and finding a way 
to win on the road: Those are massive and it’s something we 
need to talk about to get ourselves ready. We weren’t happy 
with losing three on the road. We’ve got to dial it up. I think 
what happened a little bit when we were in Boston, was that 
we took too many penalties. That’s an area that we’re going 
to be aware of and make sure we keep pushing here. 

On if it helps having a good number of players already 
familiar with MSG: For sure. I think anytime you have 
familiarity it helps. I think more than anything, there’s just a 
lot of guys with playoff experience and I would take that more 
than just MSG experience, but it plays into for sure. 

Antti Raanta 

On gaining more confidence as the postseason goes on: It’s 
obviously a team effort to get the shutout. I didn’t feel like I 
needed to do that many like huge saves, but our guys were 
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making sure there was no backdoor plays or easy shots. 
Obviously the PK was huge for us today and that last three 
minutes was huge also. The guys helped me a lot for sure. 

On going head to head against Igor Shesterkin who is up for 
both the Hart and Vezina trophy: I think it’s a matchup like 
team versus team and individuals against individuals, but 
obviously it’s a great battle. It’s great to go up against top 
goalies in the league. You try to do your best and do whet 
you can do and hopefully get a win. We knew when the 
series started that we weren’t going to get any easy ones 
and we have to work to get our goals so it’s a fun battle, but 
it’s more concentrating on your own thing and focusing on 
that. 

On if knowing the team is facing a top goalie raises the 
pressure for him: I think that’s pretty true. I think that’s when 
you know like you can’t start giving up easy rebounds or 
easy goals or like that. Sometimes those happen, but you 
just try to be as prepared as you can be going into the game 
and just making sure that when there’s a shot, you make the 
save to the corner or things like that. Just try to battle till the 
end. I think you do get a little more on your toes when you 
know that the other goalie is top in the league. 

On if his time with Henrik Lundqvist rubbed off on him: When 
I was in New York, what Hank was doing there was kind of 
eye opening for me. It was probably his seventh or eight year 
in the league and every year he was one of the best goalies. 
The reason he was the best goalie was because he was 
always working, always trying to get better and things like 
that. [Benoit Allaire] is one of the best in the league as a 
goalie coach and as a human being so it was a lot of fun to 
work with him and get to know Hank too. Now you see 
Shesterkin. He fights till the end and he moves unbelievably 
and he makes the saves when he has to and sometimes 

those huge highlight reel saves. Obviously probably that 
comes from New York. 

On if he’s changed his preparation any knowing he’s the 
starter: Probably. When you start playing more games, you 
start getting into more of a rhythm also. You’re not really 
thinking too much about what’s happening. You just go and 
play and it almost feels like that when a game starts, you’re 
already ready to play. Sometimes when you’re waiting a few 
weeks to get to your next game, your mind starts playing 
their own games and you’re questioning yourself and things 
like that. Now it’s just about taking care of your body on the 
off days and getting ready for the game again. I think playing 
every second day is nice as you stay in the rhythm. Not 
really much that I’ve changed. Now it’s just more games. 

On the team sticking to it’s style: I think it was a complete 
team effort today. Getting pucks deep, defending really well, 
the PK was working and obviously the third period was really 
good. Kept them outside and then got the pucks out when 
we needed. I think it was one of the best 60 minutes, for 
sure, in this playoffs. It’s up to us to keep doing the same 
thing and get to New York. 

On what the support of the fans has meant to him: It’s a lot of 
fun. These are the games that you always dreamed of 
playing and you always hope to get these games and get 
good results. Now you’re here and when you win... the fans 
have been unbelievable here. Going to the games and the 
fans are yelling and making noise. During the games, they 
give us a lot of energy when we’re down or killing a penalty 
or something like that. It’s special and something you’ll 
probably never forget. Just going to enjoy every second of it 
and when you get older you’ll remember these things for 
sure.
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Canes keep dominating on home ice, extend series lead to 2-0  

By Sam Overton 

The Carolina Hurricanes beat the New York Rangers in 
game 2 of the second round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs on 
Friday, May 20 in PNC Arena. Friday evening’s play was 
highlighted by much-improved offense and defense. 

On Wednesday evening, the Hurricanes pulled off a 2-1 OT 
win over the Rangers despite a largely underwhelming first 
two periods. Carolina’s play was disappointing for the first 40 
minutes of gameplay, faltering offensively and defensively 
before the team finally picked up some speed to tie up the 
game and ultimately score the game-winning OT goal. 

12 minutes into the first period of game 2, defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo was sent to the box for slashing against New York 
center Andrew Copp. Although the Rangers had plenty of 
opportunities to score on a one-man advantage, Carolina 
gained possession of the puck twice and almost managed to 
score — center Sebastian Aho nearly scored on New York 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin, launching a bullet that bounced 
off the right goalpost. 

Across the first period, the Canes nailed eight shots on goal 
to New York’s five, already putting up a better performance 
than Wednesday evening’s game. Goaltender Antti Raanta 
continued to make tactical saves on the ice despite the 
Rangers’ power play advantage: barring defenseman 
Brenden Smith’s altercations earlier in the game, Carolina 
allowed two penalties in the first period. 

Ultimately, the second period kicked off after a scoreless 20 
minutes of play. Raanta wasn’t receiving much action across 
the first 10 minutes of the second period. At that point, New 
York had only three shot attempts in the period, significantly 
lower than Carolina’s 15 shot attempts. 

A few minutes later, defenseman Brady Skjei was sent to the 
penalty box for a double minor penalty, giving the Rangers a 
four-minute opportunity to exercise a power play goal against 
the Canes. It wasn’t looking great for Carolina — with the 
minutes ticking away, any goal from the Rangers would have 
been difficult to match. 

Thankfully, the Hurricanes didn’t have to worry about that. 15 
minutes into the second period and about three minutes into 
Skjei’s penalty, Smith scored on a beautiful assist from Aho 
to give Carolina the advantage heading into the back half of 
game two. 

After Smith’s shorty, the Canes attempted to increase their 
lead over the Rangers on a series of power plays before the 
second intermission. New York center Kevin Rooney and 
left-wing Chris Kreider were sent to the box within the last 
five minutes of the third period — at one point, creating a 
two-man advantage for the Canes — but the Rangers were 
ultimately able to exercise the power play kill in the face of 
Carolina’s tough offense. 

Out of the final 20 minutes of gameplay, the first 15 were 
largely uneventful — no penalties, no injuries, no goals — 
but things definitely picked up within the last two or three 
minutes. Although both teams were matched offensively 
across the third period, there wasn’t a lot of flow within either 
team. 

The Rangers put on the pressure with less than three 
minutes left in the game, emptying their net to add an extra 
attacker in hopes of tying the game. Carolina had several 
shots on goal, mostly shooting wide, and it wasn’t until 19:58 
in the third period that Aho nailed a goal to extend the 
Hurricane’s lead to 2-0. The game ended less than two 
seconds later, cementing the Cane’s game two win to widen 
their series lead heading into the next two matches. 

Although Carolina stepped up its offensive play to secure 
another win against the Rangers, it’s worth noting that 
Raanta has been on a hot streak — Friday’s night match 
marked his first postseason shutout, and it doesn’t look like 
the Finland native is slowing down anytime soon. 

The Hurricanes will face the Rangers once again on Sunday, 
May 22 at Madison Square Garden in New York City. Puck 
drops at 3:30 p.m.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261657117.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261647492.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261662482.html 

https://theathletic.com/3325588/2022/05/21/civian-for-hurricanes-game-2-shows-why-you-sign-brendan-smith/ 
https://theathletic.com/3325351/2022/05/21/nhl-playoffs-results-rangers-hurricanes-oilers-flames/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/canes-raanta-put-clamps-on-rangers-to-take-2-0-series-lead/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/unsung-heroes-fueling-hurricanes-playoff-run/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/canes-take-2-0-series-lead-with-game-2-win/20292586/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-raanta-shuts-out-rangers-canes-take-2-0-series-lead/c-334220104 
https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-rangers-carolina-hurricanes-game-2-recap/c-334129598 

https://www.nhl.com/news/antti-raanta-harnessing-the-moment-with-carolina-hurricanes/c-334223368 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-teuvo-teravainen-brendan-smith-sebastian-aho-7c23403bb8ca4c8abc741f8eb95966d5 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33955525/new-york-rangers-go-0-4-power-plays-surrender-shorthanded-goal-carolina-hurricanes-game-2-loss 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-torture-rangers-with-suffocating-forecheck-defence-in-game-2-win/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/20/carolina-hurricanes-shut-down-new-york-rangers-again-to-take-2-0-series-lead/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/21/nhl-scores-nhl-rink-wrap-edmonton-oilers-rally-to-tie-series-with-calgary-flames/ 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/20/23133352/carolina-hurricanes-antti-raanta-shutout-rangers-take-2-0-series-lead-to-new-york-aho-
brendan-smith 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/21/23133370/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-smith-raanta-on-game-2-win-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-playoffs 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/canes-keep-dominating-on-home-ice-extend-series-lead-to-2-0/article_71e9f57c-d8b6-11ec-8959-

73b7cbb028bc.html 
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Hurricanes find new ways to win, by the finest of margins, and now lead 
Rangers, 2-0 

 

By Luke DeCock  

 

That’s six in a row at home now, a new record for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. What’s even more notable than making history for a 
franchise that’s gone far deeper in the playoffs than this team has so far, 
is how they’ve done it. 

There’s no one way to win a playoff game, and there’s no one way the 
Hurricanes have won them. They just flat-out outscored the Boston 
Bruins in three of their four wins in that series, fought off a late onslaught 
to win Game 7, surged back to win the first game of this series in 
overtime and, Friday, clung desperately to a shutout late as the New 
York Rangers pushed for a win. 

It took Sebastian Aho’s empty-netter with 1.8 seconds to go to put a bow 
on this 2-0 win, and 2-0 lead in this second-round series, the third 
straight for the Hurricanes by the finest of margins. 

That was a new one. 

In a game that was scoreless for 34 minutes and a narrow one-goal 
game for 25, the Hurricanes made almost no errors on a night when 

there was almost no margin for error. It’s one of those odd scenarios 
where the Rangers will head back to New York facing a 2-0 deficit 
despite feeling pretty good about how they’ve played, which says more 
about the Hurricanes than it does the Rangers. 

You can say that it’s just what the Hurricanes have done all year — 
attack, ablate, adapt — but to show this kind of versatility in the 
postseason, with these stakes and under this kind of pressure, is a 
different animal altogether. 

Getting solid goaltending helps, of course, and Antti Raanta has done 
that and more — from his first postseason start to his first postseason 
shutout in a matter of 18 days. But there’s a flexibility to the Hurricanes’ 
game and approach that has served them well, more in this postseason 
than in the three that preceded it. 

Now, the question is whether they can take that show on the road. 

Because even though they’re up 2-0 in this series, they also have yet to 
win a road game in these playoffs. They sunk themselves in two of the 
losses in Boston with penalties; their own power play failed to convert in 
the third. 

This isn’t a different team than the one that kept going up there and 
losing, but it’s one that has won three critical games since then, all by the 
finest of margins, and while they may have been at home, they were all 
won with the kind of approach that wins road games in the postseason. 

Friday was especially that kind of game. Brendan Smith’s short-handed 
goal late in the second period cracked open a tight, scoreless game, and 
the Hurricanes hunkered down as the Rangers poured it on in the third. 
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But even as they did, there was very little open ice for Artemi Panarin or 
Mika Zibanejad or any of the Rangers’ best players. And when there was, 
Raanta was up to task. 

“You’ve got to tip your hat to them because they kept coming in waves,” 
Smith said. “We took their time and space. That’s really the biggest thing. 
There were a lot of areas where ‘Breadman’ (Panarin) kind of turns up 
and tries to create space, but if you turn with him, try to take that space 
away from him, he can’t make those elite plays. He still does. That’s what 
players like him do. But if you can take it away and stay close to them, 
you can get your stick on maybe a pass or a shot. I saw a lot of guys 
doing that.” 

It was a textbook defensive performance, one of the Hurricanes’ best, not 
just of the postseason but of the season — and the opposite of the no-
holds-barred offensive swarm that finally found a way past Igor 
Shesterkin in the final four minutes of regulation Wednesday. 

The Hurricanes hope this is merely the beginning of a long playoff run. 
There will be new challenges ahead, and Sunday in Madison Square 
Garden will be another. They’ll have to find still more new ways to win, 
but they’ve found enough so far. 
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Antti Raanta, Hurricanes shut down Rangers in Game 2, take 
commanding 2-0 series lead 

 

It was steamy outside the arena and heated at times inside once the 
game began Friday as the Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers 
went at it again. 

It was Game 2 of their second-round Stanley Cup playoff series. The 
Canes won the first game at PNC Arena and the Rangers desperately 
wanted to win the second to even the series. 

But the Canes, still unbeaten at home in the playoffs, would not be 
denied, winning 2-0 on Brendan Smith’s shorthanded goal in the second 
period and Antti Raanta’s stellar shutout work in net. Sebastian Aho 
added an empty-netter in the final seconds for good measure. 

The Canes won Game 1 when defenseman Ian Cole became the 
unexpected star in overtime. In another unlikely twist, it was Cole’s 
defensive partner, that man Smith, who supplied the winning goal. 

With the Canes on the penalty kill late in the second period, Aho took a 
clearing pass and was off shorthanded, finding Smith streaking in for the 
pass and score – Aho’s pass going through the legs of defenseman 
Adam Fox 

Smith became the second defenseman in franchise history to score 
shorthanded in the playoffs. Mike Commodore had a “shorty’ in Game 1 
of the 2006 Eastern Conference finals against the Buffalo Sabres. 

Smith’s goal, with 4:06 left in the second period, was the only thing 
allowed by the two goaltenders, the Canes’ Antti Raanta and the 
Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin. Raanta finished with 21 saves in his first career 
playoff shutout. 

In Game 1, the Rangers took a 1-0 lead in the opening period and held 
on to it until late in regulation. Aho’s goal tied the score and then Cole 
gave the Canes 2-1 victory with his overtime score. 

Game 2 had the Canes scoring the game’s first goal and then trying to 
cling to the lead and add to it. After Smith’s shorty, Carolina had 1:03 of a 
5-on-3 advantage late in the second period. 

But the Rangers, with some active work, first killed off a Kevin Rooney 
boarding penalty, then a slashing call against Chris Kreider. 

That kept it a one-goal game heading into the third period. 

Good shots were hard to find and the neutral zone hard to navigate. At 
one point in the second period, the Rangers had gone nine minutes 
without a shot attempt. 

Both Raanta and Shesterkin made their share of super stops. In the 
second, Shesterkin gloved a heavy shot by the Canes’ Tony DeAngelo. 
Raanta did his part, again. 

The Canes seemingly were more dangerous at 4-on-5 than 5-on-4 
Friday. Teuvo Teravainen came inches from a shorthanded goal in the 
first period, hitting the post after an Aho pass. 

The series now shifts back to New York for Games 3 and 4. The Canes 
won three of four games against the Rangers in the regular season, twice 
winning at Madison Square Garden late in the second. 

The Canes won four at home in dispatching the Boston Bruins in the 
opening round but played sporadically in losing three times in Boston. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 2: Carolina beats New York, 2-0, on Raanta 
shutout 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes are back at it against the New York Rangers in 
Game 2 of their second-round NHL playoff series Friday night at PNC 
Arena after posting a 2-1 overtime win in Game 1 on Wednesday. 

The series moves to Madison Square Garden for Game 3 on Sunday 
(3:30 p.m.) and Game 4 on Tuesday (7 p.m.). 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander, Luke DeCock and Justin 
Pelletier are PNC Arena and will have live observations from the scene, 
along with photographer Robert Willett. 

How to watch 

Friday’s game — and the rest of the series — is available only on ESPN 
(Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports South will 
broadcast Hurricanes-focused pre- and post-game shows featuring Abby 
Labar and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have the call on the 
Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 

Third period 

Even play throughout: Neither team able to generate solid chances. 
Raanta has made a few solid saves, and the Rangers got a few looks in 
the Canes zone with scrambles in front, but the Hurricanes’ defensive 
accountability has been solid. 

Canes not pressing: The Canes are playing controlled hockey, but the 
Rangers have had the better of offensive zone time and chanced here in 
the third. Canes have only one shot on goal through 8.5 minutes of the 
third, to the Rangers’ 3. It feels like more for New York. Update: As that 
post was sending, Canes picked up a pair of dcent shots against 
Shesterkin. 3-3 are the shots now in the third. 

Skjei hobbled?:Among the more valuable people on the Canes roster in 
these playoffs has been Brady Skjei. To start the third period, Skjei took 
a quick shift and appeared to be in some discomfort. He’s still playing, 
but it bears watching. Update here: He hasn’t missed a shift. 

Second period 

Rangers kill both penalties: The Canes possessed the puck well again on 
the power play, but had a hard time finding seams through which to pass 
the puck, and were content to instead pass around the perimeter. 

And another: New York whistled for a slach on the PK, Chris Kreider the 
guilty party. 1:10 of 4-on-3 time coming for the Canes. 
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Penalty to New York: With 23 second left on Skjei’s double minor, the 
Canes draw a boarding penalty on Kevin Rooney. Canes to an 
abbreviated PP. 

Canes strike first: The power kill is back. Nearing the end of the third 
minute of the penalty kill with Brady Skjei in the box, Brendan Smith 
redirected a feed from Sebastian Aho past Igor Shesterkin and brought 
the house down. 

Rangers get some pressure: The Rangers caught the Canes on a bad 
change and an icing, and pinned them deep for a while, and then drew a 
contentious high sticking penalty to Brady Skjei. They went to review, 
and confirmed a 4-minute penalty, though Skjei’s stick barely grazed 
Alexis Lafreniere. 

First PP for Carolina: Hurricanes will go on the power play after Chris 
Kreider is whistled for slashing after he gets into it along his defensive 
half wall with a Jaccob Slavin, catching the Canes’ defenseman in the 
knee in retaliation for a clean hit. Update: Canes spent almost the entire 
time in the Rangers’ zone. Got one shot. No goal. 

Hemmed in: The Hurricanes aren;t letting the Rangers breathe here early 
in the second. All of the Canes lines have given the Rangers a hard time 
and thwarted almost every breakout attempt. The lone shot through 
nearly 5 minutes for the Rangers was a long-distance effort from just 
inside the blue line more on a keep-in. Canes have two on net, but have 
been relentless on the forecheck. 

Quick chance for Fast: On the forecheck early in the second, the Staal 
line pinned the Kreider line deep and Staal dug out a puck from behind 
the net and found Jesper Fast, who shoveled it on net. Shesterkin with a 
nice save. 

First period 

Good chances late: Seth Jarvis had a 15-foot chance on a feed from the 
right boards in the final minute of play for the Canes who, despite some 
in-zone time in the final five minutes, couldn’t muster much in the way of 
shots on goal. The final seconds ticked off the clock in the first with the 
teams remaining scoreless. 

Huge save Raanta: Nearly a full split by Raanta to rob Ryan Strome in 
the low slot. On the same play, Tony DeAngelo called for a slash, and 
the Rangers get their second opportunity on the power play, first full 5-
on-4. Update: On a forecheck on the “power kill,” Sebastian Aho races to 
the left corner and feed Teuvo Teravainen in the slot. Teravainen rings a 
shot off the post glove side. Penalty ultimately killed. 

First PP to New York: Sebastian Aho to the box for a high stick in his own 
zone on a 4-on-4, and the Rangers get a 4-on-3, which turns into a 5-on-
4. Update: Penalty killed. Crowd roars its approval. 

More scrummy: On his next shift after coming out of the box, Brendan 
Smith is headed back in. After a good bodycheck to Filip Chytil, the 
young Rangers forward got up and shoved Smith back. Both players 
jawed and swung at each other, and both were assessed minor 
penalties. Back to 4-on-4 hockey. 

Getting “scrummy” early: The Canes and Rangers come together in front 
of Antti Raanta early, as well, with some after-whistle pleasantries. 
Brendan Smith and Kevin Rooney given matching minors, and we’re 4-
on-4 hockey for two minutes. 

Far better start: The Hurricanes have engaged earlier in this game than 
in Game 1, with a couple of early shots and some offensive zone time 
against the Rangers in the first few minutes. 

Morning update 

No changes are expected to the Hurricanes’ lineup, although Frederik 
Andersen had his most significant solo practice yet Friday morning 
before the team’s morning skate. 

Kelly Sutherland and Jon McIsaac are the referees. McIsaac worked 
Game 5 of the first-round series against Boston. Jonny Murray and Ryan 
Gibbons are the linesmen. 

A win Friday night would break the franchise record for consecutive 
home victories in a postseason (five, 2006 and 2019). 

Carolina Panthers running back Christian McCaffrey is handling the 
pregame warning siren. Former N.C. State quarterback Mike Glennon 
and former N.C. State basketball player Kiara Leslie are scheduled for 
the first and second intermissions. 
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With the Canes in the playoffs, Hamilton is cleared to report for ‘lucky pig’ 
duty 

 

Kimberly Cataudella  

 

Fans of the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes were joined by a “lucky” guest at 
the tailgate before the team’s playoff game on May 1, in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. 

Fans of the NHL’s Carolina Hurricanes were joined by a “lucky” guest at 
the tailgate before the team’s playoff game on May 1, in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. By Jeff Jones via Storyful 

Our porcine superstar is still at it. This popular pig is “storm spinning,” 
posing for pictures and trying once again to bring luck to the NHL’s 
Carolina Hurricanes. 

His name is Hamilton. And his veterinarian just cleared the 4-year-old, 
nearly 190-pound potbellied local celebrity to return to the PNC Arena, 
just in time for the Canes’ second playoff round against the New York 
Rangers. 

Hamilton became an international celebrity in 2019, when the Canes 
made the Stanley Cup finals, ultimately losing to the Boston Bruins. The 
adored pig attended playoff games at PNC Arena to tailgate, sit rink side 
and bring his luck with him wherever he went. 

With the Hurricanes back in a race for the Stanley Cup, we wanted to 
check in with Hamilton and find out what’s new in his life, and if he’s 
made any playoff plans. 

Here’s what we learned. 

Hamilton usually spends the season tailgating with fans, posing for 
photos and munching on unlimited carrots. Recently, though, he’s been 
at home recovering from a routine oral procedure and an injured hoof — 
and spending lots of time with human baby Parker, born April 9 to Kyle 
and Karoline Eckenrode. 

Parker loves wearing Canes onesies, and Hamilton loves sniffing her and 
inspecting for fallen crumbs, Kyle Eckenrode said. 

Hi Everyone. Another reason I haven’t been able to do games this 
season is because I am busy babysitting my new baby sister, she 
requires almost as many treats as I do. Finally got some pictures so I can 
show her off! Everyone meet Parker. The worlds newest huge Caniac!  
pic.twitter.com/SebTUuTiGI 

— Y - Hamilton the Pig (@DtrHamilton) May 9, 2022 

Hamilton has almost 4,800 Twitter followers and over 7,500 Instagram 
followers. He’s even the subject of a tattoo, which a fan got in 2019 to 
support her favorite hockey team. 

On a sad note, the Eckenrodes’ longtime dog, an Australian shepherd 
named Zé (pronounced Zay), lost his battle to cancer on Wednesday. 
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Garner native and country music star Scotty McCreery — a major Caniac 
and an Eckenrode family friend — offered Kyle Eckenrode a ticket that 
night for Game 1 against the Rangers. The self-proclaimed Pig Dad went 
to watch the game with McCreery, who tweeted halfway through that the 
Canes should win for Zé, Hamilton’s fur brother. 

“The Canes delivered in a dramatic fashion!” Eckenrode said. “With an 
amazing overtime win.” 

That’s one lucky pig 

Here’s more of Hamilton’s origin story, from a News & Observer report in 
2019, when the Hurricanes made it to the Stanley Cup finals: 

▪ Eckenrode took Hamilton to visit tailgaters outside PNC Arena for 
Game 3 of the first round game against the Washington Capitals in 2019. 
The Canes had lost the first two games, but with Hami in the parking lot, 
they won. Eckenrode and Hamilton came back for Game 4 — another 
win. 

▪ When the Canes went to Washington (without Hamilton), they got 
crushed. But back in Raleigh for Game 6, Hamilton attended as a special 
guest of the team. 

Guess how that game finished. 

▪ With the series tied, the Canes went back to Washington for the 
seventh and final game. The Eckenrodes wanted to be there too, so they 
drove to the District. Hamilton enjoyed his wagon tours around the 
nation’s capital and rested when his humans watched the game from an 
outdoor patio bar. The game went into a nail-biting overtime. 

The Eckenrodes mentioned they were pig parents to the folks at the bar, 
who eagerly wanted to meet him. 

As soon as he got to the bar, the Canes scored, Karoline Eckenrode 
previously told The N&O. 

What’s Hamilton been up to? 

Hamilton, then weighing in at 90 pounds, spent the 2019 postseason 
hanging around PNC — even enjoying games inside the stadium. 

He tailgated earlier this season, but since the postseason began, he 
hasn’t made it out to any games because of his hoof injury. 

“Just something that happens with pigs,” Eckenrode told The N&O on 
Thursday. “It cracked, but with the right treatment, the hoof grew back in. 
The vet cleared him yesterday.” 

He also got his tusk shaved down — which potbellied pigs need every 
four to five years for their own comfort and for the safety of others — and 
caught up on his vaccinations. 

When will Hamilton be at a Canes playoff game? 

After taking some time to recover, Hamilton plans to be back at PNC, 
tailgating from his special wagon and even trying to make it inside. 

“He likely won’t be able to get through a full game in the stadium 
anymore,” Eckenrode said. 

Eckenrode hopes to make it to Game 5 against the New York Rangers 
on May 26, but he’s not sure if Hamilton will need more recovery time. If 
there’s a Game 7 in this series (which would be on May 30), he hopes 
Hamilton can attend. 

When he’s at PNC, he spends time around the Premiere Lot, but fans 
can follow his social media to see where he’ll be to snap photos with him. 
Fans can come at any time to pet and snag a photo with the pig from his 
rink-side spot. 

Fans can keep up with Hamilton’s social media — on Twitter at 
@DtrHamilton and on Instagram at @HamiltonDTR — to find out if he’ll 
be attending and where he can be spotted. 

But if Hamilton’s not at the stadium at all this season, fans can find him 
“storm spinning” — twirling around to celebrate a Canes goal — and 
sporting logo bandannas. 
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‘These moments are special’: Canes’ Brendan Smith, other vets feel Cup 
clock ticking 

 

Chip Alexander  

 

Brendan Smith is still a young man, but he’s also a hockey player who 
senses his biological clock ticking as he tries to win a Stanley Cup. 

At 33, Smith would be considered a young professional in most lines of 
work. But at 33, the defenseman is the oldest member of the Carolina 
Hurricanes not to have won a Cup. 

Imagine being in your early 30s and believing achieving your life’s dream 
could be limited to a few more opportunities — or “kicks at the can,” as 
Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour called it. Pro golfers can win major 
championships in their 40s and early 50s. One quarterback seemingly 
can play forever, pursuing Super Bowl championships. 

Not in hockey, not for most. And not at a position where you block shots 
and take the body — and could end up fracturing your skull. Time can 
run out, quickly, inevitably. 

“I think you’re always feeling that,” Smith said. “I remember being a 
young kid and playing with a great (Detroit) Red Wings team and going 
pretty far and losing in overtime in Game 7 to Chicago, who won it all. 

“I remember guys talking about it like, ‘This is our time and we have to 
make sure we find a way.’ Obviously we didn’t.” 

That was in 2013, when Smith was 24. The Red Wings led the second-
round series 3-1 before the Blackhawks fought back and then won Game 
7 in overtime, when a Brent Seabrook shot deflected off the leg of the 
Wings’ Niklas Kronwall for the winner. 

The Blackhawks advanced and marched on to the Cup. The Red Wings 
were left deflated and defeated. Smith, a first-round draft pick by Detroit 
in 2007, was traded to the New York Rangers in 2017. 

“I didn’t get another chance to even go to the second round until the 
Rangers,” Smith said. “So you start feeling through your career that these 
moments are special.” 

Smith said that Wednesday morning, before the Hurricanes and Rangers 
faced off in Game 1 of their second-round playoff series at PNC Arena — 
another overtime game — and Smith was part of the winning moment. 

It was Smith who got off a shot from the right point that was blocked by 
Jacob Trouba. Smith’s defensive partner, Ian Cole, gathered in the puck 
and got off a quick shot from the top of the right circle that glanced off the 
stick of Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren and past Igor Shesterkin as 
Carolina won, 2-1. 

Cole twice won Stanley Cups with the Pittsburgh Penguins. Smith, a free-
agent signing by the Canes last year, is a step closer to his first, but with 
a long path still ahead. 

Like player, like coach 

Brind’Amour is another who waited, and uneasily, as the years passed 
and a Stanley Cup championship proved to be elusive. He reached the 
Stanley Cup Final with the Philadelphia Flyers in 1997 and lost to Detroit, 
then came to the Canes in 2000 and was a member of the 2002 team 
that reached the final before losing to the Red Wings in five games. 
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Game 5 was in Detroit’s Joe Louis Arena and the Canes’ locker room 
was a somber place. 

“I remember sitting there thinking, ‘That might have been it right there,’” 
Brind’Amour said this week. “I was getting older at that point. Thankfully 
that wasn’t it. But you never know. It’s not an easy road to win the 
Stanley Cup. 

“The earlier you can sense it’s your best chance, the better. Sometimes, 
young guys think it’s going to come back every time and that’s an easy 
mistake to make.” 

In 2006, Brind’Amour was the Canes’ captain. He was 35 and there were 
other 30somethings on the team — defensemen Glen Wesley and Bret 
Hedican, forwards Kevyn Adams and Doug Weight — who were driven to 
win the Cup for the first time. 

And then they did. The Hurricanes took Game 7 against the Edmonton 
Oilers in the Stanley Cup Final and there were relieved smiles and hugs 
all around. The Cup was raised. 

Smith is native of Etobicoke, Ontario, a suburb of Toronto. He has a 
younger brother, Reilly, who who made it to the 2018 Stanley Cup Final 
as a forward with the Vegas Golden Knights, but fell short of winning it 
all. 

“I think when you’re young, you’re naive to it,” Brendan Smith said. “I was 
naive to it and you start feeling it. I’m aware of my age and where my 
career is going. You try to take in every moment because it is quick.” 

Profile Image of Chip Alexander 

In more than 30 years at The N&O, Chip Alexander has covered the N.C. 
State, UNC, Duke and East Carolina beats, and now is in his 11th 
season on the Carolina Hurricanes beat. Alexander, who has won 
numerous writing awards at the state and national level, covered the 
Hurricanes’ move to North Carolina in 1997 and was a part of The N&O’s 
coverage of the Canes’ 2006 Stanley Cup run. 
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Hurricanes need their star players to perform against the Rangers, in 
Game 2 and beyond 

 

By Justin Pelletier  

 

As surprising as it may have been to see Ian Cole, of all players, score 
the overtime winner — joining Tim Gleason and the Secret Weapon, 
Niclas Wallin, among Carolina Hurricanes defensemen to do so — there 
was very little shocking about how the Hurricanes forced overtime in the 
first place. 

Sebastian Aho has never gone three playoff games without a point in his 
career and he didn’t Wednesday, not after ramming home his own 
rebound late in the third period to give the Hurricanes a fighting chance in 
a game they had been generally outplayed by the New York Rangers. 

Even after having less of an impact in the previous two games — getting 
clobbered by Charlie McAvoy probably didn’t help — Aho is always 
popping up like that in the playoffs, at key moments and critical times, 
even if it took a late reunion with Teuvo Teravainen to provoke his best 
work as the Hurricanes came charging back in the third period on their 
way to a 2-1 win. 

The question now is how many of the Hurricanes’ other stars are ready to 
join Aho in the spotlight after their narrow escape in Game 1. 

Because the harsh reality is the Hurricanes squeaked by the Boston 
Bruins in Game 7 thanks to the unexpected and timely contributions of 

Max Domi and lost their way in the latter part of Game 6 of that series 
much the way they struggled in Game 1 against the Rangers. They’ve 
been able to rely heavily on Antti Raanta, who has been terrific in net, but 
it’s not necessarily a sustainable recipe for success. It’s not what got 
them here. 

They need more of their stars to do what Aho did Wednesday, and rise to 
this occasion. 

Andrei Svechnikov has been throwing his body around, to his credit, but 
also throwing the puck around. He ended up on what was essentially the 
fourth line in the third period Wednesday with Vincent Trocheck and 
Martin Necas, both of whom also need to be better, more so even than 
Svechnikov. The nominal fourth line, with Necas and Jesperi Kotkaniemi 
and, lately, Steven Lorentz, has the talent to chip in a goal or two as well 
… but has not. 

Aho and Teravainen and Seth Jarvis can be better, collectively, than they 
have been. That’s true across the board. And even if the Jordan Staal trio 
gets a pass because of the defensive assignments it has been asked to 
take on, it has definitely more to offer. Nino Niederreiter had the 
Hurricanes’ first, best chance to even things up Wednesday on a 
breakaway, and banged an open look off the crossbar. 

It’s great that Jaccob Slavin and Tony DeAngelo are tied for the team 
lead in scoring, a welcome diversity of offense from the defense, but 
there remains a lot of untapped offensive potential among the 
Hurricanes. 

In that sense, they aren’t alone — the best line on the ice Wednesday 
was the Rangers’ precocious trio of Filip Chytil, Kaapo Kakko and Alexis 
Lafreniere — but they are playing with fire. The Hurricanes need their 
best players — you may have heard this before — to be their best 
players. 

The Hurricanes’ greatest offensive strength is their forward depth, the 
way they can come in waves, wearing the opposition down, four lines at 
a time. That’s not what happened against the Rangers in the third period 
and overtime Wednesday. 

“We didn’t wear them down after two, that’s for sure,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said Thursday. “That’s a good point. Normally that’s 
how it goes in a lot of games. Definitely, we didn’t do enough to wear 
them down. We just had a little more desperation to our game.” 

The Hurricanes will take the win, and the way they turned things on when 
it matters bodes well for their resilience down the road. They also are the 
first to admit they can play so much better, as they did throughout the 
regular season, as they did at times against the Bruins, with everyone 
contributing as they can. 

The playoffs are never easy, but they also don’t have to be this hard. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Brendan Smith brings the pain to his old team 
as Hurricanes go up 2-0 

 

Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille  

 

Game 2: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 0 | Carolina leads 2-0 

Who was the guy? There’s no stat designed to quantify Vengeance 
Level, but there should be — and if we ever get it, Carolina defenseman 
Brendan Smith’s Game 2 would work as a solid baseline. Smith, after 
three largely lost seasons in New York that saw him periodically work as 
a 12th forward under David Quinn and get waived on his 29th birthday in 
2018, scored a short-handed second-period goal (off a sick lead pass by 
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Sebastian Aho through Adam Fox’s legs) that wound up winning the 
game. Smith’s last postseason goal came with the Red Wings, so you 
know it was a long time ago — nine years, in fact. 

WHAT A MOMENT pic.twitter.com/mwMFLPCcEt 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 21, 2022 

Aside from the obvious, it was an overall nice night for Smith; the 
penalty-kill work was solid — he plays for Carolina, so that checks out — 
and the Hurricanes’ results with him on the ice at five-on-five were really 
good (12-9 attempt advantage, 6-2 shot advantage, 2-0 scoring chance 
advantage, nearly 75 percent of the expected goal share). 

What was the key? Some combination of the Hurricanes’ penalty kill — 
four spotless outings, plus Smith’s goal — and another great game by 
Antti Raanta. He had 21 saves for his first career postseason shutout and 
has allowed a grand total of one goal through two games. In eight playoff 
games, he’s pulling a .939 save percentage and more than seven goals 
saved above expected, which should make the net squarely his when/if 
Freddie Andersen is safe to dress. He’s been that good. 

Key stat: 24:09. That’s how much five-on-five time we saw in the first two 
periods. And folks, it did not help the even-strength flow whatsoever. Fun 
as power plays can be, they bring unintended consequences. Things 
opened up a tick in the third, but … it was the second-most entertaining 
game of the night. We can leave it at that. 

Moment it was over: That lack of flow might’ve made you forget that a 
one-goal lead is far from insurmountable. The Rangers dialed it up down 
the back half of the third period enough to leave the outcome squarely in 
doubt until Sebastian Aho’s empty-netter. 

Moment of the game: Tony DeAngelo saving a goal with his butt cheek, 
probably. 

Tony DeAngelo gets in front of Raanta and blocks Ryan Strome from 
burying Copp's feed into the yawning cage!#LetsGoCanes 
pic.twitter.com/FKbZqOQuiw 

— Hockey Daily 365 (@HockeyDaily365) May 21, 2022 

The game was scoreless at the time, and DeAngelo immediately went to 
the box for slashing, but it’s the Hurricanes’ penalty kill. Doesn’t matter. 

Hurricanes worry meter:   … No problems to report. They might have 
gotten away with one in Game 1, but this felt like the tide turning in the 
right direction. If you’re up 2-0 in a series, honestly, the way you got there 
isn’t particularly important. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Raanta is a problem, as is the play 
of the Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano line. That group 
had zero high-danger chances in Game 2. Blame the herky-jerky nature 
of the game for some of that, but either way, they need more. 

— Sean Gentille 

Game 2: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? Let’s talk about Connor McDavid. The first two 
periods were another prime example of the captain trying to will his team 
forward. He teed up Duncan Keith’s goal to get Edmonton on the board 
in the first, getting on the scoresheet. Then, in the second, he set up a 
Leon Draisaitl scoring play that was called back and instantly responded 
with a goal of his own (we’ll get there). Those two points bring him up to 
six in this series and 20 points in nine playoff games. 

Oilers Connor McDavid is the fastest player in the past 30 years to reach 
the 20-point mark in the postseason pic.twitter.com/oF3OpLWQhG 

— Sportsnet Stats (@SNstats) May 21, 2022 

At five-on-five in Game 2, shot attempts were 14-9 with McDavid on the 
ice, and Edmonton generated 72 percent of the expected goals share. 
He generated nine shot attempts in all situations (second only to Zach 
Hyman’s 10), threw four hits and had a timely block late in the game. 

What was the key? The Oilers came to play in the third period after two 
frames of the Edmonton McDavids doing their best to even the series. 
The away team fell below 35 percent of the expected goals share in the 
first at five-on-five, then made incremental improvements the next period 
at 42 percent. The third period was their best, by fair. Edmonton actually 
still was outshot by Calgary, but the quality of its chances slanted the 
expected goal battle its way, with 59.5 percent according to Natural Stat 
Trick. 

If we widen the view to all situations, we can see just how dominant the 
Oilers were. They gained the edge in expected goals over the Flames 
midway through the third, according to MoneyPuck. But by the third 
period, they didn’t just separate themselves but ran away with it. The final 
count was 9.13 expected goals for Edmonton to 3.51 for Calgary. 

Credit McDavid for generating 2.68 of that with his unblocked shot 
attempts. His passing certainly contributed quite a bit as well. 

Via MoneyPuck 

Key stat: There were three disallowed goals this game — two thanks to 
the beloved “intent to blow” call and one for goalie interference after the 
Flames challenged. Those two disallowed goals for the Oilers surely 
would have been a topic of conversation had they lost, especially after 
Mike Smith opened this game by conceding two early scores. 

The moment it was over: The Zach Hyman short-handed goal could have 
been the answer … if you had any confidence in the Oilers holding a 
one-goal lead. They almost didn’t when Tyler Toffoli scored a power-play 
goal on that very same advantage. Edmonton caught a break when it 
was disallowed immediately to uphold the lead. That’s why Draisaitl’s 
score gets the credit here to add some security. 

The moment of the game: McDavid set up Draisaitl for a goal that would 
have pulled the Oilers within one. But the Flames challenged the call for 
goaltender interference. It was Daryl Sutter’s first challenge of the 
postseason, and it got the goal wiped off the board, protecting Calgary’s 
3-1 lead. 

That’s OK, though. McDavid went out the very next shift and scored. 
Sure, it could have been 3-3 had that goal stood and then the Oilers 
followed it up with another tally. But that goal coming off the board was 
out of McDavid’s control at that point. What was in his control was what 
he could do to swing momentum back in his team’s favor after what could 
have been a deflating moment. Nikita Zadorov tried to be physical and 
knock him off the puck, but the elite center stayed in control and played 
to his strengths with another skillful play. 

It’s the McDavid vs. the Flames show, and we’re all here watching to see 
what one player’s star power can do. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, Edmonton still allowed two very early 
goals. There’s always a level of worry with the goaltending situation. 

Flames worry meter:    … A tied series isn’t reason to panic, but the 
Flames are facing a better offensive team, and Jacob Markstrom has 
allowed more goals than expected the past two games. 

— Shayna Goldman 

Three stars 

On tap for Saturday 

• Avalanche at Blues, 8 p.m. ET (series tied 1-1) 

The Athletic LOADED: 05.21.2022 

1245827 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Civian: For Hurricanes, Game 2 shows why you sign Brendan Smith 

 

Sara Civian  
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There’s a reason you sign a player like Brendan Smith, and it ain’t the 
regular season. It ain’t necessarily to score playoff game winners, either, 
but here we are. 

“I just want to set the tempo and play hard defensively,” Smith said after 
the Hurricanes’ 2-0 win over the Rangers in Game 2 on Friday, which put 
them up 2-0 in the best-of-seven series. “That’s really what Colesy (Ian 
Cole) and I want to do, just be solid defensively. If I can chip in 
offensively, that’s a bonus. I’ll take it.” 

And set the tempo Smith did, long before the goal. He had two big hits to 
start the game, got into a bit of a tussle less than four minutes in and 
stayed noticeably engaged throughout the game. It was like he took the 
last two penalty-free periods of Game 1 personally, with a roughing and a 
slashing to his name just seven minutes into the game. 

Of course, no team knows better than the Canes that you don’t want to 
take reckless penalties. That nine-penalty disaster in Boston will haunt 
them for a while. But an early-game roughing is different, and you’ll take 
imperfect effort to start Game 2 over the absence of effort at the 
beginning of Game 1. You don’t get Smith’s short-handed goal in the 
second period if he isn’t feeling himself this way in the first. 

He’d been swapping in and out of the lineup with Ethan Bear throughout 
the regular season, and the question of who should play come 
postseason had been a hot-button issue. But Smith has 51 playoff games 
and 56 playoff PIMs under his belt. The Hurricanes signed him to a one-
year, $800,000 contract primarily to help address their lack of playoff 
snarl. 

“I’ve been fortunate enough to have a lot of playoff games, especially 
when I played with the Red Wings,” he said. “So I’ve had a taste of it, and 
I love playoff time. For me, it’s not hard to get up for these games. I just 
try to keep myself prepared and ready. Whatever happens during the 
year … like I said before, I envisioned myself playing at this time, and I 
think you have to. Now, I’m just doing whatever I have to to help the 
team. When things get tighter, I think my style of hockey is effective. So 
it’s worked out for me.” 

That’s why you sign Brendan Smith. A winning shorty in Game 2 doesn’t 
hurt. 

• I wondered earlier if the Rangers’ ability to contain the Canes’ top blue 
line production was going to become an issue. And to their credit, they’ve 
done fine keeping Tony DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin quieter than those 
two were in the first round. I’ve gotta be honest with you, though: I didn’t 
expect the dynamic duo of Cole and Smith to pick up the slack. 

• It feels like every Hurricanes postgame story could be another Antti 
Raanta story at this point. It hasn’t gotten old watching the 33-year-old 
Finn notch all of his playoff firsts, and I doubt it ever will. Friday night, the 
legend of Raanta expanded to include his first Stanley Cup playoff 
shutout. A shutout is a shutout, even if he saw only 21 shots. 

“I just think it’s pretty remarkable what he’s done, right?” Smith said. “I 
think coming in and harnessing the moment and stepping in and playing 
the way he has has been phenomenal. It’s a testament to how hard he 
works in practice. I think that’s where it really comes from, is that he 
battles in practice. He doesn’t want to get scored on at any time, whether 
it’s just one of those little shootout games in practice and I think it carries 
over. Whenever I’ve watched good goalies, and I think about Henrik 
Lundqvist in my mind, where he never wanted to be scored on even in 
practice and he’d get upset when he did. And maybe that wore off on 
(Raanta) by playing with (Lundqvist), but I just think it’s incredible. We’ve 
definitely needed it and he’s stepped up to it.” 

Raanta has allowed two or fewer goals in all five of his postseason wins. 
Whatever it is, the Canes will take it. 

• It’s funny the way these things tend to work out, right? The Game 2 
shutout wasn’t even Raanta’s best performance of the postseason. It 
didn’t have to be. He had a solid game, don’t get me wrong. But the 

defense in front of him did, too, allowing only four high-danger chances at 
five-on-five the entire game (per Natural Stat Trick). 

In some parallel universe where someone like Barry Trotz or your old 
school, defense-first grandfather is deciding these things, Brett Pesce 
and his timely blocked shots were the first star of this game. The Canes 
had a 24-15 edge in blocked shots with 11 in the all-important first period. 
That’s pretty bonkers considering shots were 22-21 in the Canes’ favor. 
The Rangers did have an edge in Corsi at the end of it all, but I will give 
partial credit to scoring effects for that one. 

• New York has to shoulder some of the blame regarding the inability to 
get anything cooking, and I am specifically confused watching Artemi 
Panarin on the power play right now. I have no excuses for the Rangers’ 
stars missing their four power-play opportunities. But there’s a reason 
Rod Brind’Amour is willing to switch up any line if necessary except the 
Jordan Staal line, and Staal, Jesper Fast and Nino Niederreiter deserve 
some credit for holding down the matchup game at five-on-five. 

• To whom it may concern: Sebastian Aho is officially back on his BS. 
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NHL expert picks, odds for Rangers at Hurricanes, Oilers at Flames 
Game 2s 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff  

 

Goals, goals and more goals. After the incredibly low-scoring first round 
series Calgary endured and survived against Dallas, the shackles were 
off the Flames on Wednesday. 

Calgary and Edmonton played a 15-goal thriller in the opener of the 
Battle of Alberta series. How can the second game follow up on that? Will 
we see another high-scoring chaotic mess or a return to normalcy? 

On the other end of the scoring spectrum, Carolina needed overtime just 
to score two goals in a Game 1 win against the New York Rangers. Both 
home teams are favored on Friday to take 2-0 series leads. 

Friday’s Stanley Cup Playoffs schedule: 

Game 2: New York Rangers at Carolina Hurricanes — 8 p.m. ET — 
ESPN, SNE, SNO, SNP 

Game 2: Edmonton Oilers at Calgary Flames  — 10:30 p.m. ET — 
ESPN, CBC, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s writers will 
make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, the TV schedule and all 
series coverage, plus the latest odds, all in one place for fans to easily 
digest and follow. Our in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. 
For live NHL odds from BetMGM, Click here. 

Rangers at Hurricanes 

Game 1: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 1 (OT) | Carolina leads 1-0 

Recap by Shayna Goldman 

What was the key? It’s not how you start a game, it’s how you finish. The 
Hurricanes did not start this game well. The Corsi Canes got out-Corsi’d 
through two periods but battled back in the third. Carolina came out with 
adjusted line combinations in the hopes it would spark the club, and it 
evidently did the trick early in the period. The home team out-attempted 
the Rangers 22-9 in the third (which was played at five-on-five 
throughout) and generated 69 percent of the expected goals share. That 
pressure was kicked up a bit higher as time wound down, and that’s 
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when Sebastian Aho cashed in. Carolina carried that over to overtime, 
out-attempting New York 6-1 and finishing on that last attempt. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes were called for only one penalty, even while 
trailing for most of the game. Carolina was called for 331 penalties in the 
regular season and another 36 heading into Game 1. Though the 
Hurricanes have an elite power-play kill unit that can support their 
occasionally undisciplined play, the Rangers have a dangerous power 
play that can challenge Carolina. That’s why staying out of the box is so 
important in this series. Carolina was called for one penalty in the first, 
which the Rangers negated midway through with their own minor. After 
that, it was five-on-five play only throughout. 

Rangers worry meter:    … The Rangers played two of their best 
periods of the season and still lost this game. That’s not ideal! 

Hurricanes worry meter:   … And we were worried about goaltending 
for Carolina going into the playoffs? 

Civian: Hurricanes vibe check: ‘We’re here to win a Stanley Cup’ 

Staple: Rangers start strong, ‘had good chances’ but lose Game 1 to 
Hurricanes in OT 

Oilers at Flames 

Team Moneyline Total 

Oilers 

+145 

O 6.5 (-115) 

Flames 

-175 

U 6.5 (-105) 

Game 1: Flames 9, Oilers 6 | Calgary leads 1-0 

Recap by Sean Gentille 

Who was the guy? Mike Smith. Just kidding. Mikko Koskinen. Just 
kidding. Jacob Markstrom. Extremely just kidding. Of the many bizarre 
stats and moments and occurrences to come out of … whatever that 
was, we’re going to focus on one in this spot: 15 goals were spread out 
over 11 separate goal-scorers. That’s surprising, right? There were three 
multigoal guys by the end of this one, and just one of them had a hat 
trick. Matthew Tkachuk, take a bow. 

All three of Tkachuk’s goals were crucial in their own way. His first, a 
second-period power-play deflection, put the Flames up 6-2; a few 
moments earlier, Markstrom made what might have been the only big 
save of the night on either side. The effect was a huge momentum swing. 
Tkachuk scored his second after he darted out of the penalty box to 
scoop up a loose puck in the Oilers’ zone. That pushed Calgary’s lead 
back to two goals, 8-6, with 12:05 remaining. 

That sort of top-end production was missing from the Flames’ first-round 
series against Dallas (in which 29 goals, total, were scored). Tkachuk 
was pulling a zero in the “G” column until Game 7. Now? He looks just 
fine. Throw in the, uh, extra engagement with Evander Kane before Goal 
No. 2 — and, really, throughout the game — and we got the full Tkachuk 
experience. 

Key stat: 1993. That’s the last year an NHL team scored six goals in a 
regulation-length playoff game and lost. That team? The Calgary Flames, 
in a 9-6 loss to the Los Angeles Kings. Also, that was the last playoff 
game in which both teams combined for at least 14 goals. 

Flames worry meter:    … It’s worth stating outright: Calgary beat the 
brakes off Edmonton in most areas of this game. If this is the version of 
Markstrom the Flames get, it’ll be a problem, but his night felt flukier than 
anything. 

Oilers worry meter:      … They’re down 1-0, and their issues 
coming out of this one aren’t as easy to explain. The Flames aren’t the 
Kings, either. 

Flames beat the Oilers in a wild, high-scoring Game 1. But what did we 
really learn? 

Picks records (through Wednesday) 

Writer Record 

Jesse Granger 

35-19 

Sean McIndoe 

34-20 

Shayna Goldman 

32-22 

Dom Luszczyszyn 

31-23 

Sean Gentille 

28-26 

Kevin Kurz 

27-27 

NHL playoff predictions: A scout, coach and executive pick the second-
round winners 

More Stanley Cup Playoffs coverage: News | Podcasts | Odds 
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Rangers' once-lethal power play suddenly getting outworked 

 

Larry Brooks  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The power play is the source of the Rangers’ 
offensive identity. That is so in the good times and that is true in the bad 
times.  

Game 2 of their second-round playoff series against the Hurricanes on 
Friday night, a 2-0 loss, qualifies as one of the bad times. That’s 
because, locked in a scoreless contest late in the second period, the 
Blueshirts had their shot. Well, let’s say they had their chance. Well, 
really not that, either.  

Because after having accomplished nothing on two man-advantages in 
the first period against an aggressive Carolina penalty kill, the Blueshirts 
were awarded a four-minute power play when Brady Skjei drew Alexis 
Lafreniere’s blood on a high stick.  

So here came the marquee unit.  

And there went the game.  

Because it wasn’t so much that the Rangers did not score and it even 
wasn’t so much that they yielded a two-on-one shorthanded goal to 
Brendan Smith, of all people, at 15:54 of the second period off a feed 
from Sebastien Aho, for a 1-0 Carolina lead.  

Come to think of it, that was pretty important, given that the Rangers’ 
overall scoreless streak reached 116:05 in this series after this empty-net 
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abetted defeat that sent the series to the Garden for Game 3 on Sunday 
afternoon, with the good guys in a familiar two-game hole.  

Regardless of the marquee power on any power play, the ability to 
outwork the opposing penalty kill unit is paramount. It’s about the ability 
to get position in front and to get bodies to the inside. It is about the 
ability to retrieve pucks and keep sequences alive.  

The Rangers were unable to do that in this one. Not only did they go 0-
for-4 in 7:38 of work, but also the feared power-play unit was able to 
generate just three attempts and two shots on Antti Raanta. The 
Blueshirts were under constant stress while forced to go back and start 
again multiple times. They did not generate a single power-play scoring 
chance, according to Natural Stat Trick.  

This was reminiscent of Game 3 of the first round in Pittsburgh when, tied 
4-4 after erasing a 4-1 deficit, the Rangers failed on three power plays 
bridging the second and third periods before losing 7-4.  

Now, as then, the Blueshirts’ greatest strength became a weakness at 
the most inopportune time.  

“I’m seeing a great penalty kill putting a lot of pressure on them and we 
didn’t find the inside guy very often in the slot as the bumper guy,” said 
coach Gerard Gallant, who was otherwise pleased with his team’s 
performance. “They put on a lot of pressure and we didn’t adjust to it 
quick enough.  

“We’ve got to compete a little harder, I think.”  

The Rangers came in and for the most part have stood level with the 
division champs, who entered the series as clearcut favorites. The 
Blueshirts have for the most part blunted the Hurricanes’ relentless 
forecheck and ground game, but they have been stifled at the other end 
by the club that surrendered the fewest goals in the NHL. The Pittsburgh 
series featured scads of open ice and scoring chances, with goals going 
in by the bushel. This one has been a tight-space series with scores — 2-
1 in overtime and 2-0 — harkening back to the trap era.  

Chris Kreider had a dreadful game. Mika Zibanejad battled, but was 
unable to generate. Artemi Panarin, who talked before the game about 
how he had adopted a risk-averse approach to the playoffs, tried to do 
more with the puck in open spaces than he had in Game 1, but couldn’t 
create. Adam Fox was monitored closely. Ryan Strome was defended 
well.  

The Rangers generated so little that Gallant juggled his combinations late 
in the second, breaking up the Kid Line so he could flip Alexis Lafreniere 
with Andrew Copp and get Lafreniere into the top six. Lafreniere battled, 
but the line changes, under which Frank Vatrano also was replaced by 
Kaapo Kakko on the right with Kreider and Zibanejad, yielded nothing.  

You might say that it is unfair that the Rangers will come out of these first 
two games with nothing and are just one home loss away from being 
shoved to the precipice. The Blueshirts defended well enough that Igor 
Shesterkin was never under undue pressure. On those shifts in which 
they were pinned in their own end, the Blueshirts defended the middle. 
They played strong playoff hockey.  

But they could not finish the deal because the marquee guys on their 
marquee power play could not even generate the opportunity to finish.  

The Rangers were not necessarily outplayed or outworked by the 
Hurricanes. You cannot say the same for their power play. 
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Rangers' power play flops despite many chances in Game 2 

 

Ethan Sears  

 

So you wanted to see some special teams?  

Be careful what you wish for.  

The Rangers might prefer if Game 3 of their second-round playoff series 
were more like the series opener, with nearly 60-plus minutes of five-on-
five play, rather than the exhibition of misery that was Game 2 on Friday 
night, which ended in a 2-0 loss to the Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C., and 
put the Blueshirts in a 2-0 series hole.  

After just 27 seconds on the power play in Game 1, the Rangers had 
their chances in this one — did they ever. Carolina took five penalties, 
including a Brady Skjei four-minute high-sticking double minor at 13:01 of 
the second period that looked to be a golden chance to open up what 
had been a meandering, low-event affair.  

It turned out to be just that. For the Hurricanes, that is.  

The Rangers did not seriously test Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta for 
the duration, but Igor Shesterkin got quite a workout, finally ceding to 
Brendan Smith on a shorthanded two-on-one from Sebastian Aho. That 
tracked with the rest of the night at five-on-four, as the Rangers’ power 
play, which was such a strength all season, turned into a deficiency.  

“We did a good job on the line so they weren’t able to break in cleanly,” 
Smith said. “And then [Teuvo Teravainen], I saw, got the puck out first. I 
just noticed that Turbo makes great plays, he can chip it into space. I saw 
[Aho] moving, I tried to get going as fast as I could, find the lane.”  

The Rangers struggled to win a faceoff — a problem that plagued them 
at even strength as well. They struggled to enter the zone. They got 
caught out by Carolina’s so-called power kill, which puts an emphasis on 
getting up the ice and creating shorthanded chances, giving up rushes 
the wrong way until one finally converted.  

“Their power play’s so good,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 
“Obviously that was the difference in the game tonight.”  

It figured the lack of special teams play in the first game was a win for the 
Hurricanes. Defenseman Brett Pesce told reporters Friday morning that 
he liked the lack of penalties on either side in that game.  

Pesce, one of the best players on the ice Friday, also acknowledged 
beforehand how unlikely that was to continue.  

“Sometimes [a scrum’s] good for the emotion if you’re tired or whatever, 
but listen, it’s a long series,” he said. “I’m sure there are gonna be 
scrums.”  

It took barely three minutes of play on Friday for Pesce’s words to come 
true. Kevin Rooney and Smith both were sent off for roughing following a 
shoving match. It was not the only incident of the night involving Smith, 
the former Ranger, who had moments with Filip Chytil and Alexis 
Lafreniere in the opening frame as well.  

“We want to stay out of all that, obviously,” Brind’Amour told reporters 
prior to the game.  

For all the wrong reasons — the Hurricanes’ own power play was 
nondescript, and they failed to do much with a five-on-three late in the 
third — all of that turned out to be a benefit to Carolina. 
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Rangers' 'warrior' Ryan Lindgren continuing to battle through injuries 

 

Mollie Walker  
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RALEIGH, N.C. — Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren is battling the 
same lower-body injury that sidelined him for three games in the first 
round of the playoffs, and it’s not going away.  

It’s something head coach Gerard Gallant and the rest of the Rangers 
training staff will have to monitor for the remainder of their postseason.  

“That’s what it is,” Gallant said. “That’ll be right until the end of the 
playoffs.”  

While playing through the nagging injury, Lindgren also took a puck to 
the face in the Rangers’ 2-0 loss to the Hurricanes in Game 2 Friday 
night at PNC Arena and had to retreat to the locker room. He came right 
back to the game shortly afterward and seemingly didn’t miss a single 
shift.  

Lindgren finished with three shots on goal, four blocked shots, and one 
hit.  

Hockey players have the reputation of being insanely tough, but Lindgren 
brings a whole new meaning to the word. Since he entered the NHL in 
2018-19, Lindgren has never been not bruised, stitched up or bleeding in 
some way after games. That’s just the kind of player he is.  

“He’s a warrior, that’s all he is,” Ryan Reaves said of Lindgren. “He’s 
obviously a little uncomfortable, but you can’t take him off the ice, 
especially in a playoff series. He’s a big player for us. Obviously, huge on 
the kill and just in key defensive times. He’s really big for us, so hats off 
to him, he’s grinding.”  

In the series opener of the Rangers’ second-round matchup with the 
Hurricanes on Wednesday, Lindgren went to the locker room with 
roughly eight minutes left in the first period before coming back out for 
the start of the second and finishing out the rest of their eventual 2-1 
overtime loss.  

The Rangers fell behind 3-1 in their first-round series against the 
Penguins without Lindgren in the lineup. When he returned, the Rangers 
rallied from behind in three straight games to advance. Even though he’s 
not an offense-producing defenseman, Lindgren plays a major role in the 
Rangers’ physical presence and on their back end in general, next to his 
longtime D-partner Adam Fox.  

“Just leadership, his character,” Gallant said of what Lindgren has shown 
in these playoffs. “He wants to play. He’s got to battle and that’s what it 
is, it’s playoff time and it’s hard to keep those guys out. We don’t want 
him out. He’s a big reason why we made it to the second round, 
obviously.”  

As a result of the uncertainty over Lindgren, Gallant and the rest of the 
coaching staff have had to consider going with 11 forwards and seven 
defensemen. The Rangers have already done it once in these playoffs, in 
Lindgren’s first game back in Game 5, to ensure that they don’t get 
caught with just five defensemen.  

“We always think about that every day,” Gallant said. “It’s not the perfect 
set up, but we think about it right up until the game time.” 
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Rangers in 2-0 hole after getting blanked by Hurricanes in Game 2 loss 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers will have their work cut out for them 
when they get back to New York. 

Between their stagnant offense, power-play struggles and slim 
contributions from their top guns, the Rangers didn’t do much to counter 
the limited offense the Hurricanes generated Friday night, and ultimately 
lost 2-0 in Game 2 at PNC Arena to fall behind two games to none in this 
second round series. 

The Hurricanes haven’t even come close to their top form in these two 
games, and that’s partially due to the Rangers’ efforts. But the Rangers 
have to be at their best to beat Carolina, and that hasn’t come through in 
this series, either. 

“I would say it’s two teams not giving up [much to] either,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said after the Rangers’ first shutout loss of the playoffs. 
“They were first in the [Metropolitan Division], we were second. There 
wasn’t a whole lot of ice out there for either team. Disappointed we didn’t 
take advantage of our power plays tonight and we haven’t said that too 
often this year. That’s the tough part of it. 

“But overall, it’s a top team, it’s a battle game. They’re a good team, best 
defensive team in the league.” 

The Rangers have played a tight series against the Hurricanes, who 
have been limited to one goal (not including Sebastian Aho’s empty-
netter Friday) in regulation in each of the two contests after putting up at 
least three tallies in each of their first-round wins over the Bruins. 

But Carolina also has taken away what drives the Rangers’ offense. The 
Rangers’ only goal in this series so far came 7:07 into the first period of 
Game 1. The Hurricanes, who finished the regular season with the top 
penalty-kill percentage in the NHL at 88 percent, fended off all four of the 
Rangers’ power plays Friday night and are a perfect 5-for-5 on the kill 
through two games. 

Carolina even scored while shorthanded Friday night, when Aho fed 
former Ranger Brendan Smith on a two-on-one rush for a one-timer that 
put the Hurricanes on the board at 15:54 of the second period. 

The most detrimental aspect, however, has been the lack of contributions 
from the Rangers’ top six. Carolina deserves some of the credit for that, 
too, but it also falls on those Rangers who are supposed to be the club’s 
big-moment players. 

The Rangers’ notable stats of the night were as follows: 

Chris Kreider: four minutes in the penalty box, one giveaway and zero 
shots on goal. Artemi Panarin: three giveaways and zero shots on goal. 
Mika Zibanejad: two shots on goal and one giveaway. Ryan Strome: one 
shot on goal. Frank Vatrano: two shots on goal and one giveaway. 
Andrew Copp: zero shots on goal. 

“I think we just have to find a way to generate more,” Vatrano said. 
“We’ve done it in the first round, all year. In the playoffs, that space is a 
little harder to get. Just got to find that extra balance and just that extra 
space to create offense.” 

The Hurricanes had switched up their lines in the third period of their 
Game 1 overtime win, so head coach Rod Brind’Amour went with the 
same configuration for Game 2. The Rangers started the same way as 
they have the last four games this postseason, but Gallant switched 
things up at the end of the second period Friday night to try sparking 
something within his team. 

Gallant flipped Alexis Lafreniere to the second line and bumped Copp 
down to the third unit. He also moved Kaapo Kakko to the top line with 
Zibanejad and Kreider at one point, and also used a makeshift unit that 
featured Kevin Rooney, Copp and Vatrano. But none of that had the 
effect Gallant wanted it to. 

Asked what kind of mindset the Rangers need to have now that they’re 
going home, Jacob Trouba said it should be the same as all year. 

“I think nothing’s really rattled this team or shook this team,” Trouba said. 
“It’s keep your head down and play that next game. We’ve been down in 
games, we’ve been down in series, we’ve been in holes before. We just 
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keep grinding our way out and that’s what we’re going to do. We’re going 
to Game 3 and grind away and hopefully find a way to win that game.” 

Oh, and the Hurricanes are 0-3 on the road this postseason. 
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Risk-averse Rangers suppressing Artemi Panarin's most valuable 
qualities 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — We know that we have not seen the real Artemi 
Panarin through the first eight games of the playoffs. So does the real 
Artemi Panarin. But we may have to wait for the return of the instinctive, 
electric and entertaining No. 10 until the first puck is dropped on the 
2022-23 season.  

That doesn’t mean that Panarin is injured or unduly banged up and will 
need the offseason to recover, as the speculation has raged in response 
to the winger’s play, which has been ordinary at best. It means Panarin 
has recognized that his risk-oriented game needs to be toned down in 
the playoffs.  

That was especially noticeable in Carolina’s 2-1 overtime Game 1 victory 
on Wednesday, when Panarin was barely noticeable, other than coming 
up short on a back-checking assignment on Sebastian Aho’s goal that 
tied the match with 2:23 remaining in the third period.  

“[I] played not bad, [it’s] just hard to do something crazy when we’re in 
the lead, 1-0, so I play a pretty conservative game,” Panarin said without 
the use of an interpreter hours in advance of Friday’s Game 2. “I try not 
to take as much risk as I usually take.  

“[It’s] not feeling great, but sometimes you have to do that. It depends on 
the situation in the game. If you are losing a few-nothing, you have to 
start playing like you normally do. I would love to do some stupid s–t on 
the blue line, but I can’t.  

“I feel bad for Turk,” No. 10 said in reference to head coach Gerard 
Gallant. “He’s nervous, he’s got a nervous system.”  

Actually, to the contrary, Gallant has a system designed to minimize 
nervous hockey. All coaches do. All coaches emphasize the importance 
of limiting mistakes in the playoffs. It is more about what you leave than 
what you take. It is about giving away as little as possible for free. It is 
about being risk-averse.  

That is antithetical to Panarin’s instincts. When he is at his best, Panarin 
is weaving and stutter-stepping, unpredictable with the puck and prone to 
attempting 50-foot cross-ice passes through a maze of bodies and sticks.  

That is high level risk-reward hockey, which has paid off rather 
spectacularly for both Panarin and the Rangers since he signed his 
seven-year, $81.5 million free-agent contract on July 1, 2019, a signing 
dramatically accelerated the team’s rebuilding timetable. Panarin’s 
hockey has produced 249 points (71-178) in 186 games as a Ranger, 
ninth in the league, and a highlight reel that runs on a loop.  

Now, not quite, and not really much at all, even though Panarin did score 
the Game 7 overtime winner against Pittsburgh in Round 1 on a wicked 
wrister from the right circle through traffic that found a sliver of net. 
Without taking risks, he has become a vanilla player. Without the 
dynamic element, his line with Ryan Strome and Andrew Copp has been 
suppressed.  

It’s kind of like that old episode of the “Superman” TV series in which 
Superman had to split himself in half. That deprived each version of full 
superhero powers. This is Panarin in a risk-averse scenario.  

Of course it makes sense, the Rangers cannot afford turnovers in the 
middle of the ice and they must attempt to limit Carolina’s transition game 
as much as possible. That means simplifying and playing as much 
straight line hockey as possible. Panarin gets it.  

“It’s just the game in the playoffs,” said the winger, who entered Game 2 
with seven points (3-4) through the tournament. “You have to use your 
better sides. My better side is being a little risky but sometimes you have 
to understand that in that situation there is no reason for risk.”  

Depending on how this series evolves, there may come a time when 
Panarin and Gallant both recognize a low-risk equation that yields a low-
reward result is actually counterproductive.  

There may also come a time when Panarin gets a better understanding 
of how to incorporate tolerable risk into his game when the Rangers need 
his offense. Which, let’s face it, is just about always.  

Neither Strome’s line nor Mika Zibanejad’s unit with Chris Kreider and 
Frank Vatrano generated much of an attack in Game 1. The energetic 
and perhaps naive Kid Line, with Filip Chytil skating between Alexis 
Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko, was clearly the Rangers’ best unit on 
Wednesday.  

Gallant said he had considered breaking up that unit to elevate a 
component or two into the top six. That represented another risk-reward 
conundrum for the coach.  

“I think of that quite a bit actually, but I’m going to leave them alone for 
now,” Gallant said. “We think about that every day as coaches, definitely, 
when you have the one line going real well with the Kid Line and you 
move them up and down and you [could] mess up something that was 
good.”  

That’s not what you want. 
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Hurricanes expect physicality to ramp up with Rangers after calm Game 
1 

 

Ethan Sears  

 

Maybe it was because of the nature of the Hurricanes’ first-round playoff 
series against the Bruins, in which every whistle seemed to end in a 
scrum. Maybe it had more to do with the number of penalties Carolina 
took during the regular season, second in the league. Maybe it was the 
simple logic that more than 60 minutes of five-on-five play with just two 
penalties in a game is a rarity under any circumstance.  

But the Hurricanes seemed convinced on Friday morning that the lack of 
physicality in Game 1 of their second-round series against the Rangers 
will not carry over to Game 2 that night in Raleigh, N.C.  

They were, however, at least hopeful.  

“We want to stay out of all of that, obviously,” Carolina coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Both teams don’t want to get involved in that. It’s 
always the same story. You don’t wanna take unnecessary penalties, 
that’s for sure.”  

Despite one of the league’s best penalty kills, keeping the game at five-
on-five likely will be more of an emphasis for the Hurricanes than the 
Rangers as the series unfolds. At even strength, Carolina can rely on its 
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hard forechecking game and make things hard for its opponents, as it did 
in the third period of Game 1, when the ice was tilted toward the 
Rangers’ end.  

The Rangers got just 27 seconds on the power play in the opening game 
of the series before their advantage was negated by a Ryan Strome trip. 
Though they managed to generate some chances at five-on-five, special 
teams have been a key part of the equation for Gerard Gallant’s team all 
season, and figure to be in this series as well.  

It is likely no coincidence, for example, that Artemi Panarin and Chris 
Kreider both were held in check in the first game, when they were forced 
to play nearly all night at five-on-five.  

Particularly striking was that there didn’t seem to be any penalties 
overlooked by the referees on Wednesday. Both teams checked cleanly. 
They did not shove or come together after whistles. That followed with 
the game’s pace, a deliberate affair in which neither team recorded more 
than 30 shots on net.  

“It’s funny,” Carolina defenseman Brent Pesce said. “We were talking 
about that after the game. … I didn’t see too many missed calls. I’d 
personally rather have it like that. I like our chances in the five-on-five 
game. So hopefully we can continue to stay out of the box.”  

Still, Pesce acknowledged the unlikelihood that the rest of the series 
would continue along the same trajectory.  

“Sometimes [a scrum’s] good for the emotion if you’re tired or whatever, 
but listen, it’s a long series,” he said. “I’m sure there are gonna be 
scrums.” 
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NHL playoffs 2022: Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 2 odds, prediction 

 

Action Network  

 

There’s a couple of different ways you can look at how Game 1 between 
the New York Rangers and Carolina Hurricanes shook out. At the end of 
the game, the final score read 2-1 in favor of the Hurricanes thanks to a 
fluky overtime goal. But as bettors know, the box score is oftentimes 
misleading. 

The puck will drop for Game 2 of the series on Friday night, 8:00 p.m. 
ET, on ESPN. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 2 preview 

Going off of both the eye test and the numbers, the Rangers played their 
best game of the postseason on Wednesday night. The Blueshirts didn’t 
give Carolina much of anything in the middle of the ice for the first 40 
minutes and were a real threat on the counter-attack. New York was 
unfortunate not to be up by more than a goal after two periods. 

Unfortunately, things came undone in the third period as Carolina 
imposed its will and tilted the ice towards Igor Shesterkin. Eventually, the 
pressure became too much. The Hurricanes knotted up the game and 
would win it in overtime. Despite the loss, the Rangers looked like a 
different team compared to where they were during the first round, when 
they spent all series chasing the puck in the defensive zone. 

That’s the positive spin on Game 1. The negative spin is, of course, that 
the Rangers lost a game they were two minutes away from winning. And 
it’s hard to imagine Carolina doesn’t improve for Game 2. 

The Hurricanes finished with the third-best goal differential, second-best 
shot attempt rate, fourth-best expected goals rate, and third-best high-

danger scoring chance rate at 5-on-5 this season. Only Florida averaged 
more shot attempts and created more 5-on-5 high-danger scoring 
chances per game. When they’re on song, the Hurricanes are an all-
action team that throws everything at you in the offensive zone. That 
team did not show up until the third period in Game 1. In fact, if it wasn’t 
for a blood-and-thunder performance from goaltender Antti Raanta, the 
Rangers would have won without breaking a sweat. 

A lot of credit should be given to the Rangers, who were a pedestrian 5-
on-5 team during the regular season, for nudging Carolina off-script, but 
a repeat effort from both sides is unlikely. Even a little bit of a drop in 
form could be a big problem for the Rangers.  

That said, the Rangers do not need to own the puck to have success. 
With a high-skill offense, the Blueshirts are usually an opportunistic 
bunch. The Penguins learned that the hard way in Round 1, as they out-
chanced the Rangers for the entire series but still came up short.   

If Game 2 plays out more like the way we expect, bettors should expect 
things to open up a bit. The Hurricanes should create much more 
offensively, while the Rangers should be more clinical and bury the 
chances they had. Raanta was superb in Game 1 and has been solid all 
postseason, but it’s not all that likely he plays at that level all series long.  

The way Game 1 played out has bettors flocking to the Under 5.5 for 
Game 2, odds courtesy of BetMGM. That is not surprising since scoring 
chances were hard to come by and the two teams combined for just one 
goal through the first 58 minutes on Wednesday night. But both of these 
teams both have plenty more to give offensively. It’s rare you get plus-
money on an Over 5.5 in the NHL these days, so take it while you can. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 2 pick 

Over 5.5 (+105) 
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Rangers tweak Kid Line in attempt to spark offense 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The thought had been there for Gerard Gallant. 

The Kid Line of Filip Chytil between Alexis Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko 
had been the Rangers’ most consistent trio during the playoffs. But the 
coach had to consider whether to shuffle his lines in order to spark some 
offense out of his other forwards. 

Gallant resisted until the start of the third period of the Rangers’ 2-0 loss 
to the Hurricanes in Game 2 of their second-round series on Friday night 
at PNC Arena. 

Lafreniere was put on Ryan Strome’s line with Artemi Panarin while 
Andrew Copp joined Chytil and Kakko. 

“I’m trying to get a goal,” Gallant said shortly after refuting a suggestion 
that there is a disconnect with the Rangers’ offense. 

Before Game 2, Gallant acknowledged he was leery of messing with the 
chemistry Chytil, 22, Lafreniere, 20, and Kakko, 21, have created. 

“We think about that every day as coaches when you have one of your 
lines going real well,” Gallant said. “The Kid Line is going. You move 
them up and down and then you mess up what was good. I’m sure every 
coach in the playoffs right now is doing the same thing.” 

But each had only one shot in Game 2. Lafreniere also had two shots 
blocked and both Chytil and Kakko had one shot blocked. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 21, 2022 

 

Panarin did not have a shot on goal, though he had one shot blocked and 
two miss the net. Top-liner Chris Kreider also went without a shot on 
goal, though he had two shots blocked and one miss. 

More physical 

The Rangers and Hurricanes were called for five penalties apiece as they 
combined for 22 penalty minutes in Game 2. Game 1 featured only one 
minor penalty for each team, both in the first period. 

The teams skated four-on-four twice in the first period but the Rangers 
generated only two shots even with the open ice. The Rangers also had 
49 seconds of four-on-three time but could not generate a shot. They had 
two shots skating five-on-four. 

“Give them credit,” defenseman Jacob Trouba said. “They’re aggressive. 
They force the plays. It’s not going to look pretty all the time. They 
pressure pretty hard.” 

Blue notes 

Sammy Blais (right ACL) skated for a third straight day but still was in a 
non-contact jersey .  .  . The Rangers won 27 of 62 faceoffs (44.0%) after 
the Hurricanes won 17 of the game’s first 25 faceoffs .  .  . Defenseman 
Ryan Lindgren, who is playing through what is believed to be a lower-
body injury, missed about five minutes in the first period after his bottom 
lip was bloodied .  .  . Before Sunday’s Game 3, fans will be able to take 
a photo with the Stanley Cup at the NHL Shop on Ninth Avenue near the 
Garden from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
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Rangers blanked by Hurricanes, trail series 2-0 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers again played a smart, stingy, structured 
game. 

And they lost again as the Hurricanes were even stingier. 

“There wasn’t a whole lot of ice out there for either team,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. 

Thanks to a shorthanded goal and an empty-netter, the Hurricanes won 
Game 2 of their second-round series, 2-0, on Friday night at PNC Arena. 
They took a 2-0 series lead after rallying for a 2-1 overtime win in 
Wednesday’s Game 1. 

Gallant had called the first two periods of that opener “perfect” for his 
team. Yet the Rangers have gone 116:05 in the series without scoring a 
goal. 

“We’ve just got to find a way to generate more,” Frank Vatrano said. 
“We’ve done it in the first round all year. In the playoffs, that space is a 
little harder to get. We’ve just got to find that extra bounce and just that 
extra space to create offense.” 

“They’re a good defensive team,” Jacob Trouba said. “They’re good in 
their D zone. Get more pucks in, more bodies in, more traffic. Create 
your own luck. Create your own bounces. I think that’s got to be a little 
more of our mindset.” 

Former Ranger Antti Raanta made 21 saves for his first career playoff 
shutout, helping to preserve the win with a strong glove save on Vatrano 
at 17:17 of the third period. He then robbed Artemi Panarin off the 
ensuing faceoff with Igor Shesterkin (20 saves) pulled for an extra skater. 

The Hurricanes clinched the win on Sebastian Aho’s empty-net goal with 
1.8 seconds remaining. They still need to show they can win on the road 
in the playoffs after the home team won each time in their seven-game 
victory over the Bruins in the first round. 

Game 3 is Sunday afternoon at Madison Square Garden. 

“You get your team prepared to play, you play as hard as you can and 
you hope you win these hockey games,” Gallant said. “We’ve got to go 
back home and take care of Sunday afternoon’s game. That’s the first 
thing we’ve got to do. 

“I’m happy with the way we performed overall. I wish we would’ve got 
one of these two games. We probably could have. That’s the way it goes. 

“Play well. Play hard. We’ll find a way to get another win.” 

The Rangers haven’t always been the most decisive team with their 
shots this season, often bypassing chances to make the extra — if often 
unnecessary — pass. But they must find better shooting lanes against 
the Hurricanes in addition to getting more traffic to Raanta’s crease. 

The Hurricanes blocked 24 shots in Game 2. 

“There were three or four chances I thought tonight in the first two 
periods where we should have shot pucks,” Gallant said. “Laffy [Alexis 
Lafreniere] had a chance on the power play. He makes the pass, it goes 
through, it’s a goal. But he was right in the slot and you’ve got to shoot 
those pucks.” 

Raanta was forced to make a strong save on defenseman Adam Fox at 
11:34 of the second period, part of a long stretch of sustained pressure in 
the Hurricanes’ zone that led to former Rangers defenseman Brady Skjei 
being called for a four-minute high stick after drawing blood from 
Lafreniere at 13:01. 

But the Rangers spent most of the first 2 minutes, 30 seconds of their 
extended power play chasing the puck back to their end. Then Aho was 
able to control the puck and lead a two-on-one shorthanded rush, 
threading the puck through Fox’s legs to find former Rangers 
defenseman Brendan Smith open for a 1-0 lead at 15:54. 

Fourth-liner Kevin Rooney, put on the ice for the end of the power play, 
then negated the rest of the man advantage with a boarding penalty on 
defenseman Ian Cole. 

That turned into a five-on-three for the Hurricanes after Chris Kreider 
slashed Vincent Trocheck at 17:30 of the second period. The Rangers 
kept the deficit at one as Shesterkin made three saves on the Hurricanes’ 
two-man advantage that lasted 1 minute, 10 seconds — including a 
stretching glove save on former Rangers defenseman Tony DeAngelo at 
17:43 — and the Rangers killed off the rest of the power play. 
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Free-wheeling Artemi Panarin trying to be risk-averse in playoffs 

 

By Andrew Gross 

 

RALEIGH, N.C.— Artemi Panarin has a very definitive style to his 
playmaking ability. Free skating. Creative. Improvisational. Risk taking. 
The sum effect is why the Rangers invested $81.5 million over seven 
seasons in the Breadman. 

Except that’s not necessarily the way Panarin knows he should be 
playing in the all-or-nothing postseason, in which games, and thus series, 
can turn on one mistake, one defensive lapse, one turnover. 
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“It’s not feeling great, but sometimes you have to do it,” Panarin said. “It 
depends on the situation in the game. I would love to do some stupid 
[stuff] on the blue line. But I can’t. I just feel bad for Turk [coach Gerard 
Gallant]. He’s nervous.” 

Panarin entered Friday night’s Game 2 of the second-round series 
against the Hurricanes at PNC Arena with three goals and four assists in 
eight playoff games, including the overtime score in the Rangers’ Game 
7 win over the Penguins at Madison Square Garden in the first round. 

But there also have been long stretches in which Panarin’s line with 
center Ryan Strome and Andrew Copp has been largely invisible, at least 
offensively. 

Panarin and Strome each had two shots and Copp had one in the 
Rangers’ 2-1 overtime loss to the Hurricanes in Wednesday’s Game 1. 
The Rangers held a 1-0 lead until Sebastian Aho’s equalizer at 17:37 of 
the third period. 

“It’s just hard to do something crazy when we lead 1-0 and we’re playing 
a pretty conservative game,” Panarin said. “I try to not take much risk like 
I usually take.” 

One of the direct results is that Panarin has not had the puck on his stick 
as much in the playoffs. That’s partly by design to eliminate some of the 
risk-reward in his game. 

“Probably for the playoffs, that’s enough,” he said of having the puck on 
his stick. “For regular season, a little bit not enough. But playoffs is a 
pretty tight game. People are closer to you but they still have to find that 
space. 

“I try and play the same way but sometimes you just can’t do that,” added 
Panarin, who had 22 goals and 74 assists in 75 regular-season games. 
“But actually it’s fine when you know for what you play like that. We 
played like a team last game. For me, it was the best 2 1⁄2 periods 
probably for like a team game. We were pretty conservative. Disciplined. 
Everyone did the perfect thing, just not enough.” 

But Panarin also recognizes his line’s play can improve. 

It almost certainly must for the Rangers to have a real chance in their 
series against the Metropolitan Division champions. 

“I think we have to be closer to each other,” Panarin said. “Support each 
other more. A little bit of everything to bring it more on the ice.” 

Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider entered Game 2 as the Rangers’ 
leading playoff scorers among their forwards. Despite the second line’s 
perceived struggles, Copp (four goals, three assists), Panarin and 
Strome (one goal, five assists) were the next three top-scoring forwards 
in the playoffs. 

Still, there’s more of a balance that can be achieved for Panarin’s line. 

“You want more offense,” Gallant said. “But the bottom line is 
[Wednesday] night it was perfect for two periods. When we go over the 
game and we see the other team had three scoring chances in their 
building, I think we did a good job. So I’m not going to force them to 
change their game from what we did. I’d love to see them get the 
opportunities that The Kid Line got [Wednesday] night.” 

Ah, The Kid Line. 

Filip Chytil, 22, had the Rangers’ lone goal in Game 1, off a feed from 
Alexis Lafreniere, 20. Kaapo Kakko, 21, perhaps should have had two 
goals. More playoff games than not, that’s been the Rangers’ best trio. 

“In the playoffs, it takes all four lines,” Strome said. “Every game, there 
could be a different X factor, and I think they’ve been that for a few 
games. It’s a good sign for our team and for them. They’ve worked really 
hard to earn it. It hasn’t just come to them. They really worked for it and 
I’m really happy for them.” 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Brendan Smith brings the pain to his old team 
as Hurricanes go up 2-0 

 

Shayna Goldman, Sean Gentille 

 

Game 2: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 0 | Carolina leads 2-0 

Who was the guy? There’s no stat designed to quantify Vengeance 
Level, but there should be — and if we ever get it, Carolina defenseman 
Brendan Smith’s Game 2 would work as a solid baseline. Smith, after 
three largely lost seasons in New York that saw him periodically work as 
a 12th forward under David Quinn and get waived on his 29th birthday in 
2018, scored a short-handed second-period goal (off a sick lead pass by 
Sebastian Aho through Adam Fox’s legs) that wound up winning the 
game. Smith’s last postseason goal came with the Red Wings, so you 
know it was a long time ago — nine years, in fact. 

WHAT A MOMENT pic.twitter.com/mwMFLPCcEt 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 21, 2022 

Aside from the obvious, it was an overall nice night for Smith; the 
penalty-kill work was solid — he plays for Carolina, so that checks out — 
and the Hurricanes’ results with him on the ice at five-on-five were really 
good (12-9 attempt advantage, 6-2 shot advantage, 2-0 scoring chance 
advantage, nearly 75 percent of the expected goal share). 

What was the key? Some combination of the Hurricanes’ penalty kill — 
four spotless outings, plus Smith’s goal — and another great game by 
Antti Raanta. He had 21 saves for his first career postseason shutout and 
has allowed a grand total of one goal through two games. In eight playoff 
games, he’s pulling a .939 save percentage and more than seven goals 
saved above expected, which should make the net squarely his when/if 
Freddie Andersen is safe to dress. He’s been that good. 

Key stat: 24:09. That’s how much five-on-five time we saw in the first two 
periods. And folks, it did not help the even-strength flow whatsoever. Fun 
as power plays can be, they bring unintended consequences. Things 
opened up a tick in the third, but … it was the second-most entertaining 
game of the night. We can leave it at that. 

Moment it was over: That lack of flow might’ve made you forget that a 
one-goal lead is far from insurmountable. The Rangers dialed it up down 
the back half of the third period enough to leave the outcome squarely in 
doubt until Sebastian Aho’s empty-netter. 

Moment of the game: Tony DeAngelo saving a goal with his butt cheek, 
probably. 

Tony DeAngelo gets in front of Raanta and blocks Ryan Strome from 
burying Copp's feed into the yawning cage!#LetsGoCanes 
pic.twitter.com/FKbZqOQuiw 

— Hockey Daily 365 (@HockeyDaily365) May 21, 2022 

The game was scoreless at the time, and DeAngelo immediately went to 
the box for slashing, but it’s the Hurricanes’ penalty kill. Doesn’t matter. 

Hurricanes worry meter:   … No problems to report. They might have 
gotten away with one in Game 1, but this felt like the tide turning in the 
right direction. If you’re up 2-0 in a series, honestly, the way you got there 
isn’t particularly important. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Raanta is a problem, as is the play 
of the Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano line. That group 
had zero high-danger chances in Game 2. Blame the herky-jerky nature 
of the game for some of that, but either way, they need more. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 21, 2022 

 

— Sean Gentille 

Game 2: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? Let’s talk about Connor McDavid. The first two 
periods were another prime example of the captain trying to will his team 
forward. He teed up Duncan Keith’s goal to get Edmonton on the board 
in the first, getting on the scoresheet. Then, in the second, he set up a 
Leon Draisaitl scoring play that was called back and instantly responded 
with a goal of his own (we’ll get there). Those two points bring him up to 
six in this series and 20 points in nine playoff games. 

Oilers Connor McDavid is the fastest player in the past 30 years to reach 
the 20-point mark in the postseason pic.twitter.com/oF3OpLWQhG 

— Sportsnet Stats (@SNstats) May 21, 2022 

At five-on-five in Game 2, shot attempts were 14-9 with McDavid on the 
ice, and Edmonton generated 72 percent of the expected goals share. 
He generated nine shot attempts in all situations (second only to Zach 
Hyman’s 10), threw four hits and had a timely block late in the game. 

What was the key? The Oilers came to play in the third period after two 
frames of the Edmonton McDavids doing their best to even the series. 
The away team fell below 35 percent of the expected goals share in the 
first at five-on-five, then made incremental improvements the next period 
at 42 percent. The third period was their best, by fair. Edmonton actually 
still was outshot by Calgary, but the quality of its chances slanted the 
expected goal battle its way, with 59.5 percent according to Natural Stat 
Trick. 

If we widen the view to all situations, we can see just how dominant the 
Oilers were. They gained the edge in expected goals over the Flames 
midway through the third, according to MoneyPuck. But by the third 
period, they didn’t just separate themselves but ran away with it. The final 
count was 9.13 expected goals for Edmonton to 3.51 for Calgary. 

Credit McDavid for generating 2.68 of that with his unblocked shot 
attempts. His passing certainly contributed quite a bit as well. 

Via MoneyPuck 

Key stat: There were three disallowed goals this game — two thanks to 
the beloved “intent to blow” call and one for goalie interference after the 
Flames challenged. Those two disallowed goals for the Oilers surely 
would have been a topic of conversation had they lost, especially after 
Mike Smith opened this game by conceding two early scores. 

The moment it was over: The Zach Hyman short-handed goal could have 
been the answer … if you had any confidence in the Oilers holding a 
one-goal lead. They almost didn’t when Tyler Toffoli scored a power-play 
goal on that very same advantage. Edmonton caught a break when it 
was disallowed immediately to uphold the lead. That’s why Draisaitl’s 
score gets the credit here to add some security. 

The moment of the game: McDavid set up Draisaitl for a goal that would 
have pulled the Oilers within one. But the Flames challenged the call for 
goaltender interference. It was Daryl Sutter’s first challenge of the 
postseason, and it got the goal wiped off the board, protecting Calgary’s 
3-1 lead. 

That’s OK, though. McDavid went out the very next shift and scored. 
Sure, it could have been 3-3 had that goal stood and then the Oilers 
followed it up with another tally. But that goal coming off the board was 
out of McDavid’s control at that point. What was in his control was what 
he could do to swing momentum back in his team’s favor after what could 
have been a deflating moment. Nikita Zadorov tried to be physical and 
knock him off the puck, but the elite center stayed in control and played 
to his strengths with another skillful play. 

It’s the McDavid vs. the Flames show, and we’re all here watching to see 
what one player’s star power can do. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, Edmonton still allowed two very early 
goals. There’s always a level of worry with the goaltending situation. 

Flames worry meter:    … A tied series isn’t reason to panic, but the 
Flames are facing a better offensive team, and Jacob Markstrom has 
allowed more goals than expected the past two games. 

— Shayna Goldman 

Three stars 

On tap for Saturday 

• Avalanche at Blues, 8 p.m. ET (series tied 1-1) 
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Rangers don’t push back hard enough in Game 2 loss to Hurricanes 

 

Arthur Staple  

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers, like the Hurricanes in Game 1, entered 
the third period of Game 2 down a goal. Like the Hurricanes, the Rangers 
hadn’t scored in the first 40 minutes and hadn’t really done enough to 
generate the plays that lead to goals despite four power plays. 

That’s where the similarities ended between games 1 and 2. Carolina put 
on a furious push in the third period to tie the game and win Game 1 in 
overtime. The Rangers tried to weather the storm, flipping pucks out of 
danger and changing quickly in the opening game, but they couldn’t 
complete it. 

In Game 2 on Friday, the Hurricanes were ready to defend and not press. 
The Rangers needed to push, and they generated almost nothing in 20 
minutes — 20 shot attempts and nothing of the high-danger variety, with 
seven of those blocked. The Hurricanes defended a 1-0 lead the way 
they attacked a deficit in Game 1; the Rangers attacked a 1-0 deficit the 
way they defended a lead in Game 1, losing too many battles and unable 
to sustain anything in the offensive zone to make Antti Raanta sweat. 

Carolina won 2-0. 

So it’s a 2-0 series deficit now, despite Gerard Gallant saying after Game 
2 much of what he said after Game 1. “We played good hockey and fell 
short a little bit,” Gallant said, and he’s right. The Rangers outshot the 
Hurricanes in Game 1, 28-26, and out-attempted the Canes in Game 2, 
58-53. No team has come into Carolina’s building and been able to do 
that this season. 

It’s a small victory that the Rangers got Carolina more concerned with 
defending than attacking. The Canes blocked 24 shots Friday, committed 
to breaking up Rangers plays in the offensive zone more than attacking 
and creating at the other end. Igor Shesterkin was typically sharp in 
stopping 20 of 21 shots, but he wasn’t tested often. 

Neither was Raanta. There were a couple of forays early in the game, 
especially when the teams had two four-on-four stints in the opening 10 
minutes and the Rangers had room to maneuver. But Ryan Strome and 
Ryan Lindgren couldn’t bank no-angle shots off Raanta, and those were 
really the best chances the Rangers had. Strome had a golden chance 
on a delayed penalty that hit Tony DeAngelo when the former Ranger 
wasn’t even looking, and the Rangers had some looks during a four-on-
three in the first, but that was it. 

Artemi Panarin joked before Game 2 about wishing he “could do some 
stupid shit at the blue line, but I can’t” because of the conservative style 
the Rangers are playing against the Hurricanes. Panarin finished Game 2 
with zero shots on goal, the same number as Chris Kreider and Andrew 
Copp. The Rangers’ leader in shot attempts Friday was Tyler Motte, who 
was quite likely the team’s best forward in the game. Had he scored a 
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goal maybe that would be a good thing, but since he didn’t, it’s really just 
an indictment of the Rangers’ top nine forwards for not doing enough. 

You can see why Gallant would be hesitant to open things up — Carolina 
has shown in these two games that it’s a faster team and one that can 
counterattack better than almost anyone else in the East, especially on 
its superb penalty kill, which was the main difference in Game 2. The 
Rangers did shuffle lines in the third, moving Alexis Lafrenière to the 
wing with Panarin and Strome while dropping Copp in with Filip Chytil 
and Kaapo Kakko. 

Gallant knows they can’t advance without getting more from the top six. 
But within Game 2, where the Kid Line was still showing the best energy 
of any of the top three lines, it might have been smarter to simply give 
Lafrenière-Chytil-Kakko more minutes rather than break them up and flop 
Lafrenière to the right side. Easy to second-guess when nothing worked. 

Now the Rangers head home in a pretty decent-sized hole. They’ve been 
here before, sure, but that was against Louis Domingue and a depleted 
Penguins team that doesn’t defend the way the Hurricanes do. The 
Rangers have worked hard these two games, but they need something 
different, something more sustained, to be able to return to Raleigh and 
be back in this series. 

“Same mindset we’ve had all year,” Jacob Trouba said. “I think nothing’s 
really rattled this team or shook this team. It’s keep your head down and 
play that next game. We’ve been down in games, we’ve been down in 
series, we’ve been in holes before. We just keep grinding our way out 
and that’s what we’re going to do. We’re going to Game 3 and grind 
away and hopefully find a way to win that game.” 

The Rangers have done good things. They’ve given up three goals in two 
games, and two of those are from guys who scored a total of six in the 
regular season, so the Hurricanes’ higher-end players haven’t hurt the 
Rangers yet. 

But it turns out Carolina can sit back and defend as well as it attacks. The 
Rangers didn’t have an answer when the Canes turned it on in the third 
period of Game 1, and they didn’t have enough to sustain a push when 
they needed to turn on their offense in Game 2. The margins are slim this 
time of year, and the Rangers have a team that can win these games. 

If the Rangers can put together two more complete games at The 
Garden, then the positives from these first two might mean something. If 
they’re beaten to a spot or can’t overcome a bad bounce, they won’t look 
back on these first two games and think about what they did right. It’s the 
final eight of the playoffs and you always need more. The Rangers have 
to push harder, plain and simple. 
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How a former Atlanta Thrashers goalie ended up helping war refugees in 
Poland 

 

Sean Fitz-Gerald8-9 minutes 20/05/2022 

 

Ashlee Steed is a flight attendant, private pilot and international 
humanitarian aid volunteer. She is not much of a hockey fan: “If you sit 
me down in front of any sporting event, I’m like, ‘How many baskets until 
a touchdown?’” 

Earlier this spring, Steed, who is from Fredericton, N.B., was using some 
of her vacation time to work in Przemysl, a Polish town less than 20 
kilometres from the border with Ukraine. She worked inside a warehouse 
— sorting donations of clothing, toiletries and medical supplies — but she 
also saw people arriving in town without any manageable way to 
transport their belongings, old or new. 

They needed suitcases. 

“Being a flight attendant, that made me crazy,” she said. “Because it’s so 
hard to watch single mothers travel with kids when they have all the 
proper equipment. And most of these refugees are single mothers with 
children, or senior citizens.” 

Steed raised money from friends and family back in Canada, and she set 
out to buy as many suitcases as she could find. Her rented sedan was 
not exactly spacious, so she texted Michael Garnett, another Canadian 
volunteering to help those fleeing Russia’s invasion. 

He had rented a nine-passenger van to transport refugees from the 
border to shelters around town, and he drove her to a large store — a 
“European Costco” — and secured 50 new suitcases. It was not until 
Steed posted photos on social media that she was alerted to part of 
Garnett’s more famous past. 

“Hey, wait,” she said, “Are you a big deal or something?’” 

“No,” he said. “I’m not.” 

Garnett made 24 appearances in net for the Atlanta Thrashers during the 
2005-06 season, where he won seven of his final 11 games before the 
doomed expansion franchise buried him in the minors. He toiled in the 
American Hockey League for another season before finding a new, more 
lucrative — and eventually more helpful — home in the KHL. 

“What was cool is he’s practically fluent in Russian, having played in the 
KHL,” said Steed. “So that comes in super-handy over there. Super-
humble guy.” 

Garnett, who is from Saskatoon but lives in Calgary, has deep family 
roots in Ukraine, from the entirety of his mother’s side to the maternal 
branch of his father’s family tree. After Russia invaded in February, 
Garnett spent weeks trying to think of ways he could help. 

“I was upset because I was like, ‘Who are these assholes?’” said his wife, 
Rebecca Rider. “But I couldn’t believe how much of an impact it had on 
him, and how emotional he was about it. I was quite surprised at the 
depth of that anger and frustration. 

“He said, right away: ‘I just feel like I need to be there.’” 

Through connections in hockey, Garnett found a contact near the border. 
He scoured all of Europe for a large passenger van. He found one in 
Bratislava, Slovakia, for $1,000 a month — they were renting for three 
times as much in Poland — and went overseas with Rider. 

Their trip was fully self-funded. They registered with local government 
officials and began their time as volunteer shuttle drivers. Garnett and 
Rider picked refugees up at the border and drove them to aid stations. 
They drove them from aid centres to the train station. They drove all day 
and into the night. 

They posted a video to their YouTube channel, signaling a stark 
departure from the usual content they might post. Their channel, “Fun 
Way Round,” is filled with videos of the young, attractive couple on 
adventures in exotic and sun-soaked locales. 

In a video the couple posted from Poland in April, they gave viewers a 
tour of their average day, from the border to the train station to the aid 
centres and stops for food. One passenger told them about how he hid in 
his basement, in Luhansk, for a month while Russian tanks attacked the 
city. 

Garnett and Rider also drove two refugees in their 70s, who were caring 
for a teenaged grandson with special needs. The grandmother told them 
she had not eaten in 15 hours. 

“In the moment, it’s amazing how tough you can be: ‘Let’s go, it’s 3 a.m., 
and your family is in a different shelter, so let’s get in the van,’” said 
Rider. “But when you actually have a moment to sit and let the emotions 
hit you, it’s heart-wrenching. It’s devastating. 
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“We’d go and get five coffees a day at McDonald’s, and I’d break down in 
the bathroom. You can relate to these people in their stages of life, and 
their walks of life, and you can’t fathom what they’re going through.” 

Garnett spent a decade of his career playing overseas, with most of that 
in Russia. The KHL paid him more than he could have earned in North 
America or in European leagues. He saw other players from North 
America arrive, then quickly leave, because they could not adjust to the 
life or the culture. 

“It was because they thought it was stupid that you had to shake 
everyone’s hand every morning,” said Garnett. “That’s just how it is: You 
walk around the dressing room when you get there, and you shake every 
single person’s hand every day.” 

He studied the language. He estimates he still has 15 textbooks in his 
home. He has notebooks filled with his own handwriting, learning how to 
conjugate Russian verbs. At the time, it felt like it was something that 
would help prolong his career in Russia. 

“If I can do an interview in Russian, and another team can see that on 
TV, then maybe that team will sign me because they think, ‘Hey, this guy 
is showing respect for us,’” he said. “It was because of the paycheque. It 
was because of the opportunity. It was because of the desire to be there. 
I loved it there.” 

He was living in Chelyabinsk when, in 2013, a meteor went streaking 
through the sky, shattering glass windows across town as it broke up in 
the atmosphere and created a series of sonic booms. (He was in bed 
when it happened, about to hit the snooze button: “The most scared I’ve 
ever been in my life.”) 

Garnett also spent time with Balashikha MVD HC, which was part of the 
Russian Ministry of Internal Affairs. (He had a police card that allowed 
him to pass easily through checkpoints.) 

By now, he figures he can catch about nine out of every 10 words a 
Russian speaker might say during a conversation. It is not bad, he says, 
but not good enough to translate in any official capacity. As a driver on 
the border, though, it is invaluable, especially for refugees from the 
eastern regions of Ukraine. 

“They would compliment his accent,” Rider said with a smile. 

Garnett and Rider, who is a pilot for WestJet, had a flight back to Poland 
on Thursday. They are scheduled to remain overseas until June 10. As 
they prepared to depart, they were not sure where they might spend their 
time. Transport might not be as critical anymore, Garnett said, so their 
energy might be directed in helping those who seek entry to Canada. 

They are paying for their own trip. The couple has launched a 
GoFundMe, saying every cent raised will be used to offer direct 
assistance to the refugees escaping the war. 

“To have someone there, who is going to take them to a safe place, is 
everything,” said Steed. “Because they don’t really have a plan, right? 
Everything they have has been destroyed. They’ve made their way to the 
border, and they just want to know they’re going to be safe.” 

Steed, who is pursuing her commercial pilot’s license, is also planning to 
return. Colleagues at WestJet have been collecting toiletries from hotel 
stays, and will leave them in Toronto for her to take overseas. (Smaller 
items like the ones in hotels are easier for refugees to carry, she said.) 

Steed is also raising money. On her last trip, she made a supply run 
across the border, into Lviv. She did not tell her mother about that until 
she returned. 

“Maybe it is crazy,” said Steed. “But ALSO: What’s crazier, going in to 
help, or not doing anything?” 
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NHL power rankings: Playoff teams ranked 1-8 — plus a ‘Brady Tkachuk’ 
from every loser 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille23-29 minutes 20/05/2022 

 

The playoffs are where stars are born, and this year one man has risen 
above the rest: Brady Tkachuk. 

It’s probably not the way he originally drew it up, seeing as his team is 
nowhere near the playoffs, but Tkachuk is still having the time of his life 
anyways. He’s having a main-character moment cheering on his big 
brother — oftentimes triple-fisting some beverages — with the most 
immaculate vibes. There are eight teams grinding their way to Cup glory, 
but he has somehow become one of the biggest stories of the playoffs. 
It’s legendary, really. 

Tkachuk is the focal point of hockey right now … and also these 
rankings. Sure, we talk a lot about the remaining eight and also eulogize 
the fallen eight, but the most important part of this week’s edition is not 
about that. It’s finding every team their own Brady from the other non-
playoff teams. 

We need more Bradies — not less. 

1. Colorado Avalanche 

Series: Tied 1-1 with St. Louis 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: After Game 1, it really felt like the Avalanche might never lose 
again. They were absolutely flying all night and dominated the Blues from 
start to finish. The win felt inevitable. But with a win comes adjustments 
from the other side and Game 2 went very differently for Colorado. The 
Avalanche had little time and space and struggled to generate the same 
speed that made them so effective in Game 1. 

Hopefully, it’s just a blip, but considering where we are (the second 
round) and Colorado’s biggest rival (the second round), it’s enough to be 
a little worried. Maybe it was unfair to actually expect Colorado to win 
every game, but the way the Avalanche were nullified is a bit concerning. 
It feels like there’s a blueprint to stopping them, one that Vegas executed 
to perfection last year and the Blues learned in Game 2. Can Colorado 
adjust for Game 3? 

Sean: I’m not worried. I think it’d be pretty funny if they lost again, 
actually. That’s why the playoffs are fun. Do I think they’ll lose in the 
second round again? Would I bet on them to lose in the second round? 
No and no. But the fact that they lost Game 2 … chef’s kiss, my boy. Still, 
I’d bet on them solving Jordan Binnington at some point here. Not sure I 
want to dissect it any more than that. 

2. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Series: Up 2-0 on Florida 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom: If you come for the two-time defending Stanley Cup champs, you 
best not miss. Toronto learned that the hard way, losing two games that 
could have put the Lightning away. Now they’re Florida’s problem and 
even without Brayden Point they’re looking like a very big problem for the 
Panthers. 
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Tampa Bay has allowed just two goals in two games to the league’s best 
offence, limiting time and space as well as Florida’s ability to thread 
picture-perfect passes. The Panthers haven’t been able to do much and 
that’s only further hindered by Andrei Vasilevskiy being back on his 
game. He’s already saved 4.5 goals above expected in this series, 
picking up where he left off in Game 7 against the Leafs. 

When he’s on, other teams don’t stand much of a chance, and now the 
Lightning are up 2-0 going back to their home rink. A three-peat is 
starting to look more and more likely. 

Sean: Something tells me that the Panthers winning Games 1 and 2 
wouldn’t have put the Lightning away, but whatever. The point is moot. 
It’s funny to think about how — or if — the Vasilevskiy narrative would’ve 
changed had the Leafs been able to finish him off in six games. They 
couldn’t, and now here we are. 

It’s been a couple of hours since Ross Colton’s game-winning, last-
second goal on Sergei Bobrovsky, and I’m still thinking about it. Not 
necessarily because of Colton’s part in it, either. That sequence is Exhibit 
A of the extra benefits to having a guy like Nikita Kucherov. MacKenzie 
Weegar was so terrified at the thought of Kucherov having the puck 
behind the net that he fully abandoned Colton, and that was that. What a 
player. What a team. We knew they were great, though — they beat the 
Leafs! 

3. Calgary Flames 

Series: Up 1-0 on Edmonton 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: Turns out this team can score after all. There were some worrying 
signs against Dallas throughout the series, but much of that could be 
chalked up to “Jake Oettinger is a future superstar.” He had the series of 
a lifetime, obfuscating all the offence Calgary was generating. At five-on-
five the Flames generated 3.16 expected goals-per-60, which was 
actually an improvement over the 2.79 they generated during the regular 
season. The process was there, the results weren’t. 

That can change quickly though, especially against a team whose 
specialty is not defence (and whose goaltending can be erratic at times). 
Nine goals gets the Flames back on pace and made for an exciting 
opening salvo to the Battle of Alberta. The new worry? Jacob Markstrom. 
He was exceptional in Round 1, matching Oettinger as much as he 
needed to, but he allowed six goals in his first game against Edmonton 
— and has a pretty poor track record against the Oilers too. The Oilers 
may not be as defensively apt as the Stars… but they have a helluva lot 
more firepower up front. 

Sean: It’s frontloaded, though. Leon Draisaitl isn’t going to get his own 
line until his ankle heals. That’s a plus for the Flames, but it also creates 
a new problem; Connor McDavid is now double-shifting. Hoo boy. 

Game 1, much of a blast as it was, came with an asterisk. Every goalie 
involved with that one was horrendous — but one of the teams controlled 
play in a major way, and it wasn’t the Oilers. If Markstrom can get it 
together (and fatigue has to be something of a question, given that he’s 
played 73 games), I think this series could be short. Calgary has too 
much goal-scoring ability spread across its top nine to stay quiet for all 
that long. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Series: Up 1-0 on the Rangers 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: I think the Hurricanes are an elite club that’s capable of winning it 
all, but it’s difficult to be overly impressed with their postseason so far. 
They’re getting timely goals and strong goaltending, but their puck-
possession calling card has been notably absent. They didn’t dictate the 
pace of play against Boston, despite the win, and the opening two 
periods against the Rangers were woefully unimpressive. Given New 
York’s year-long struggles to drive play, it was maddening to see 
Carolina struggle against the Rangers in that regard. The Hurricanes 
salvaged a gutsy win anyways, but if that’s how the rest of the series 
looks I’d be worried. 

Sean: Yeah, I was expecting them to flip the switch in the second round 
— a feeling that was as much about their opponent as it is them — but it 
didn’t happen in Game 1. In hindsight, maybe I shouldn’t have been so 
certain. After all, they’d be golfing if it weren’t for deadline addition Max 
Domi. Gotta love secondary scoring. And they might’ve been golfing 
even earlier if it weren’t for Antti Raanta, who has a .933 save 
percentage and 5.6 goals saved above expected in the playoffs. He was 
spectacular against the Rangers. You’ve got to wonder how quickly 
Freddie Andersen would get the net back if he were healthy. 

5. Florida Panthers 

Series: Down 2-0 against Tampa Bay 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 5 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: What the hell has happened to this team? The scariest and 
deepest offensive team in recent memory has struggled to generate 
much of anything in these playoffs and now see themselves down 2-0 
against Tampa Bay — losing home ice in the process. 

The Panthers have scored just a single goal in back-to-back games 
which is astounding considering they were held to one goal just three 
times all season. This team has lost its mojo and are running out of time 
to find it. 

And I don’t mean to beat a dead horse, but a certain “MVP-calibre player” 
has just four points in eight games these playoffs. He needs to step up. 

Sean: “So do a lot of other guys on that roster,” I scream over the sound 
of Dom grinding his ax. Is it that tough to formulate a guess as to what’s 
happened here, really? This team just played its 90th game. All those 
regular-season comebacks took extra effort, as did that series against 
the Caps. Now, they’re not just facing the Lightning — they’re facing the 
Lightning’s resume. They know how good that team is. They know what 
they’ve done. 

Throw in a major mismatch in net, and another possible one on the 
bench — that’s no knock on Andrew Brunette, either, because a lot of 
veteran coaches have gotten clowned by Jon Cooper — and I’m not 
remotely surprised at what we’ve seen. 

6. St. Louis Blues 

Series: Tied 1-1 with Colorado 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 5 

Dom: I’m just going to resign myself to the fact that the Blues will win the 
Stanley Cup this year. They are a team of destiny that cannot be 
stopped. 

They looked terrific though in Game 2. The Avalanche blew their doors 
off in Game 1 and the Blues were fortunate to make it to overtime, but 
they made some terrific adjustments to slow them down the next game. If 
they can keep up their Game 2 play, they are a legitimately scary team. 
This version of the Blues, the one that can dominate the run of play, is a 
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pleasant sight. The potential has always been there with the talent 
available, it just hasn’t shown up often enough this season. 

Sean: I think the one that scored a whole bunch of goals in the regular 
season despite not dominating the run of play was a pleasant sight. What 
do I care if the process matches the results? Who am I to knock a team 
for its shooting percentage? They spent most of the regular season 
outside of my top-10 Cup contenders, but that sentiment is totally 
divorced by the level of enjoyment I get from watching them. Now? All 
bets are off, baby. 

That being said, Ryan O’Reilly came close to shutting down Nathan 
MacKinnon in Game 2; they played each other basically even in shots 
and attempts. O’Reilly took on-ice scoring chances (7-4) and expected 
goals (0.53-0.32). They’ll have that matchup for two more games if they 
want it. Huh. 

7. New York Rangers 

Series: Down 1-0 to Carolina 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: I could not believe my eyes watching the first two periods of Game 
1. The Rangers? Controlling the run of play? Against Carolina? It felt like 
I was in a parallel universe. And yet they still lost. That is just not a game 
this team can lose in a short playoff series. 

Still, it was encouraging to watch after seeing the team get hemmed in 
for hours on end against the Penguins. There were a lot of people writing 
off the Rangers after that series, but they’re a better team than given 
credit for. They showed it down the stretch and if they can keep things 
even, they have Igor Shesterkin to be the difference. 

Sean: Yeah, I picked them to beat Pittsburgh in the first round for a 
reason; that was a different five-on-five team down the stretch. It wasn’t 
tough to be better than they’d been, but the change was stark — for all 
intents and purposes, they went from bottom-five to top-10 after the trade 
deadline. That was enough to make me pretty bullish on their chances, 
and it was enough to make me wonder what the hell happened at the 
start of the postseason. 

Naturally, they seemed to pivot again for the Hurricanes series. I’m not 
trying to minimize their loss here — you only get four of them — but I still 
think, at some point, they’re going to get a sustained run on each side of 
the puck. 

8. Edmonton Oilers 

Series: Down 1-0 to Calgary 

Last week: 10 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: Yesterday in my Conn Smythe Watch I noted that Connor McDavid 
was playing at a 10.6-win pace in the playoffs so far. That’s an absolutely 
absurd rate when the best players in the league are usually around five-
to-six wins over a full season, with McDavid being between six-to-seven. 

For those who correctly note that even the best NHL players don’t affect 
games as much as the best NBA players, it’s worth pointing out that 
McDavid is doing exactly that right now. A 10.6-win rate would rank ninth 
among NBA players this season according to FiveThirtyEight which feels 
utterly ridiculous to type. McDavid has been that good, and as long as he 
stays that good the Oilers have a real chance of winning any game 
they’re in. He’s on another level right now. 

Sean: It wasn’t the craziest part of that game — it might not have been 
top 10 — but seeing how Jay Woodcroft deployed McDavid was 
legitimately funny. He spent between 2:25 and 4:00 with four different 

sets of linemates and got points on all four. Less tangibly, he was 
terrifying to watch with the puck on his stick. We’ve seen this from him 
before. 

We’ve seen this from his teammates before, too. I don’t think Calgary can 
shut down McDavid. I do think they can shut down his supporting cast, 
especially with Leon Draisaitl too banged up to center a line of his own. 
Even if McDavid plays 25 minutes a night, there’s still a lot of time to fill 
elsewhere. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Eliminated by Tampa Bay 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 9 

Sean rank: 9 

Dom: Welp, there’s always next year… 

It sucks that it’s the same result because it allows poor-intentioned 
people to lump this loss in with all the other ones. This wasn’t like any 
other loss and the Leafs were right there with the two-time defending 
champions. That’s admirable, even if “right there” still meant the same 
damn result. 

Sean: I love making fun of this team as much as the next guy, and I’m 
not particularly interested in trying to differentiate between all those 
losses, but I’ll say one thing in their defense. Sheldon Keefe saying that 
they got more “respect” in the handshake line was … not a big deal? 
Like, I get what he meant. It’s his job to differentiate between all those 
losses, and the vibe he got from the opposition afterward is a decent data 
point. 

That being said, the subtext here is “The Canadiens treated us like a 
bunch of chumps.” Which they should’ve. 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Eliminated by the Rangers 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 10 

Sean rank: 10 

Dom: What is there to say about a team that utterly dominates a series 
from start to finish and loses anyways? That’s hockey, baby. A healthy 
Penguins team washes that Rangers team without much issue, but once 
the injuries piled up it was just too much to overcome. I’m especially sad 
for Sidney Crosby. He was playing at a level we haven’t seen in a while 
and his injury changed the course of the series. 

Sean: Not as much as Casey DeSmith’s. Even in the moment, I wasn’t 
sure people realized just how lucky the Penguins would’ve had to have 
gotten — and how good they would have needed to be elsewhere — to 
win three full games with Louis Domingue in net. They came close. Next 
up is an offseason that could get very, very messy. 

11. Boston Bruins 

Eliminated by Carolina 

Last week: 9 

Dom rank: 11 

Sean rank: 11 

Dom: If that’s it for Patrice Bergeron I will be a very, very sad man. He 
was the poster boy for the analytics era, always looking like a god no 
matter what numbers you used. If Bergeron wasn’t at the top, you knew 
the stat was probably wrong. 
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The big question now is what does this team do without him — if he 
indeed retires? With how competitive the Atlantic Division is, it’s hard to 
see Boston keeping up without its best center… but the team is also way 
too strong to rebuild too. It’s a tough spot to be in. 

Sean: If Bergeron is indeed done, the Bruins owe it to Brad Marchand, 
David Pastrnak and Charlie McAvoy to attempt to replace him as 
adequately as possible. An underrated and funny part of the Bergeron 
experience is that he did all that for $6.875 million a season. There truly 
is only one of him. Sounds to me like he should just come back. 

12. Washington Capitals 

Eliminated by Florida 

Last week: 13 

Dom rank: 13 

Sean rank: 13 

Dom: An extremely impressive series for Washington, one the Capitals 
should be proud of. They made an elite team look ordinary, game-
planning for the Panthers perfectly. You hate to see the team blow leads 
in three consecutive games to lose it, but it was admirable they were 
even in that position at all. If the core can stave off age-related 
regression for another year, a few tweaks can go a long way here. 

Sean: Not sure I’d bet on that. Nicklas Backstrom sounds like he’s close 
to the end, thanks to a bad hip. I always thought he’d play until he was 
40. It seems like I was wrong on that one, and I’m sadder about it than 
usual. T.J. Oshie has logged city miles. Tom Wilson needs knee surgery. 
Even Alex Ovechkin has a bad shoulder. Hard as they pushed the 
Panthers, this feels like the end of something. 

13. Dallas Stars 

Eliminated by Calgary 

Last week: 14 

Dom rank: 14 

Sean rank: 12 

Dom: That Jake Oettinger kid… he’s pretty good, huh? His 13.3 goals 
saved above expected was the most ever in a single series. 

We'll need to process the data tonight to confirm, but it appears Oettinger 
now has the highest Goals Saved Above Expected for any goalie in a 
playoff series since 2007. Truly historic. pic.twitter.com/VZ9Hh8D4KU 

— Evolving-Hockey (@EvolvingHockey) May 16, 2022 

That’s a special accomplishment, and he looked especially dialed in for 
Game 7. I really thought he was going to steal it. If Oettinger turns into a 
truly elite netminder, the Stars have a truly elite core with that top line 
and Miro Heiskanen. Just fix the depth, please. 

Sean: Whenever I catch myself getting excited about the future in Dallas, 
I remember that they’re set to pay Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn more 
than $19 million combined for the next three seasons — and Seguin 
$9.85 million for two additional years. I’m not sure what they can do 
about that … but I’m excited to watch them try. Long live the Ramblin’ 
Boys of Chaos. 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Eliminated by St. Louis 

Last week: 15 

Dom rank: 12 

Sean rank: 15 

Dom: A lot of Blues fans have been in my mentions over the last week 
calling Minnesota the “Mild” and I gotta say, I think that’s pretty good. It 
almost makes me like you guys. Almost. 

Sean: Great pic of you here — 

I know we’re only two games into Avs-Blues, but it’s only reinforcing just 
what a missed opportunity this postseason was for the Wild. Maybe they 
can trade Kevin Fiala to the Devils for the No. 2 pick or something. 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Eliminated by Edmonton 

Last week: 12 

Dom rank: 15 

Sean rank: 14 

Dom: Credit where credit is due, the Kings had a massively impressive 
season that I did not expect at all — and continued to doubt until the very 
end. Taking a strong Oilers team to seven games without their best 
winger or defender is a feat that this group should be very proud of. This 
is only the beginning for the Kings. 

Sean: Man, I loved watching them against Edmonton. It’s cliché to call 
Phillip Danault underrated, so I’m not going to do that, but there is so, so 
much to like about this team. For example — Blake Lizotte is a menace, 
and Trevor Moore is from Thousand Oaks. 

16. Nashville Predators 

Eliminated by Colorado  

Last week: 16 

Dom rank: 16 

Sean rank: 16 

Dom: I forgot that you existed. 

Sean: I will never forget where I was when I watched Juuse Saros hurt 
his leg ahead of the postseason. Might as well have just sent those boys 
home. Now they’re stuck in the hinterlands, maybe more than ever. John 
Hynes is coming back. Get excited, Smashville! 

For the first time in five years, the main character of the playoffs is a 
member of the Ottawa Senators. God bless you Brady Tkachuk, you 
maniac. 

The younger Tkachuk has been living his best life in Calgary cheering for 
his big brother. While some have questioned whether that’s appropriate 
(boo!) we’re going in the opposite direction: What’s stopping the rest of 
you from having a Hot Tkachuk Summer? 

Here’s a player from each eliminated team that should be partying just as 
hard as Brady. Some of them make sense. Some of them… may have 
been a reach. Dom tried. And Sean rates their potential ability to emulate 
Brady’s Vibe. 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Record: 40-30-11 

Last week: 17 

Dom rank: 18 

Sean rank: 17 

Luke Schenn cheering for St. Louis 

BradyMeter: 9. Brady’s little-brother status makes the Tkachuks’ situation 
a little more endearing. That’s not the case for the Schenns — Luke is 
the older and larger one — but it’s as close to an analog as we’re going 
to get. The personalities line up. 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 
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Record: 42-31-8 

Last week: 18 

Dom rank: 17 

Sean rank: 18 

Mark Stone cheering for Calgary 

BradyMeter: 8. Part of the fun with Matthew and Brady is that they’re 
both star-caliber players. Much as we all love a serviceable seventh 
defenseman, the cache isn’t quite there for Michael. 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Record: 37-32-11 

Last week: 19 

Dom rank: 20 

Sean rank: 19 

Evgeny Svechnikov cheering for Carolina 

BradyMeter: 8. Jeff Blashill scratched Evgeny back in 2019 rather than 
playing him against Andrei for the first time. Their parents were in town 
and everything. I completely forgot about this; Evgeny did not. 

20. New York Islanders 

Record: 37-34-10 

Last week: 20 

Dom rank: 19 

Sean rank: 20 

Sebastian Aho cheering for Carolina 

BradyMeter: 10. Wasn’t expecting this. The idea of defenseman Aho 
cheering for center Aho made me laugh out loud — just sitting there by 
himself, quietly smiling. Pointing, perhaps. 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Record: 31-39-11 

Last week: 21 

Dom rank: 21 

Sean rank: 21 

Henri Jokiharju cheering for Team Finland … err, Carolina 

BradyMeter: 5. One for each Finn on the Hurricanes’ roster. I forgot 
about Tarmo Reunanen. I’ve said it a million times — you can’t forget 
about Tarmo Reunanen. 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Record: 31-36-14 

Last week: 22 

Dom rank: 22 

Sean rank: 22 

Ryan Getzlaf cheering for Tampa Bay 

BradyMeter: 7. Gotta deduct some points for lack of blood relations, but 
their friendship made Corey Perry cry. Corey Perry! 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Record: 32-36-13 

Last week: 23 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 24 

The entire team cheering for Florida 

BradyMeter: 6. If half of the roster isn’t in Tampa this weekend wearing 
Joe Thornton beards, what are we even doing? He made a lot of 
teammates a lot of money over the years. 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Record: 37-37-7 

Last week: 24 

Dom rank: 23 

Sean rank: 25 

Jakub Voracek cheering for Florida 

BradyMeter: 8. Voracek played with Claude Giroux for 100 years. More 
importantly, he had a particularly special evening with Radko Gudas. 
Wait for it. 

Oh my pic.twitter.com/B0MVgtdkxz 

— Jakub Voracek (@jachobe) August 31, 2016 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Record: 32-42-7 

Last week: 25 

Dom rank: 27 

Sean rank: 24 

Our Game 1 Tkachuk Cam. pic.twitter.com/cy5Nop54XX 

— y – Calgary Flames (@NHLFlames) May 19, 2022 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Record: 31-40-10 

Last week: 26 

Dom rank: 26 

Sean rank: 26 

Marc Staal cheering for Carolina 

BradyMeter: 7. It probably could be higher, but I get the feeling that Marc, 
at 35, would be a chunk more subdued in cheering for Jordan than what 
we’ve seen out of Brady. 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Record: 28-42-11 

Last week: 27 

Dom rank: 28 

Sean rank: 27 

Dylan Strome cheering for the Rangers 

BradyMeter: 7. I like the idea of Dylan signing with the Rangers in the 
offseason more than the idea of him hanging out and screaming about 
Ryan. 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Record: 27-45-9 

Last week: 28 

Dom rank: 25 
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Sean rank: 28 

Michael McLeod cheering for Edmonton 

BradyMeter: 8. I just learned that Michael and Ryan are brothers. If the 
elder McLeod is making the trip to Alberta, he might want to hurry. 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Record: 26-48-6 

Last week: 29 

Dom rank: 29 

Sean rank: 29 

Brandon Tanev cheering for Calgary  

BradyMeter: 1,000. If Brandon and Brady aren’t sitting next to each other 
for the duration of Calgary’s playoff run, what are we even doing? The 
big question is who sits on whose shoulders. 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Record: 25-45-11 

Last week: 30 

Dom rank: 30 

Sean rank: 30 

The entire team cheering for Florida 

BradyMeter: 4. Giroux already has Voracek in his corner. He doesn’t 
need these dudes. 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Record: 21-49-11 

Last week: 31 

Dom rank: 31 

Sean rank: 31 

Nick Suzuki cheering for Carolina 

BradyMeter: 3. I realize Nick and Ryan are brothers, but I’m getting 
Hurricanes fatigue here. The family section can only hold so many folks. 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Record: 24-50-7 

Last week: 32 

Dom rank: 32 

Sean rank: 32 

Nick Ritchie cheering for Calgary 

BradyMeter: 7. Brett’s goal in Game 1 against the Oilers bumps this up a 
couple of notches. Nick can use that Toronto money to pay for beers 
because if he’s sitting next to a Tanev and multiple Tkachuks, he’s going 
to need it. 
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How Craig Ramsay and Slovakia hockey found each other at the perfect 
time 

 

Scott Powers16-20 minutes 20/05/2022 

 

Craig Ramsay always thought he’d hear from another NHL team. From 
the time he stopped playing in the league in the mid-1980s, there never 
seemed to be a lack of interest in hiring him to coach or do something 
within a team’s hockey operations department. 

Ramsay was employed by one team or another from 1985 to 2015. He 
was mainly an assistant, associate or head coach during that time. He 
was an assistant for Edmonton Oilers during the 2014-15 season, wasn’t 
hired the next season and joined the Montreal Canadiens as a consultant 
for the 2016-17 season. 

That was it. His phone stopped ringing. He still wanted to coach and felt 
he could coach, but no one was inquiring about his services any longer. 

“I guess I was an older guy, but I was surprised no one really wanted 
me,” Ramsay said. “Usually somebody always called me and I got 
another job, but this time no one really did.” 

And then he received an unexpected phone call that changed his 
coaching fate. 

As Ramsay was beginning to play more golf in Florida and process the 
potential end of his career, elsewhere in the world, Miroslav Šatan was in 
the infancy of his post-playing career and determining what to do next. 

Šatan’s home country, Slovakia, was enduring a difficult period on the 
ice. Hockey’s popularity had dropped. The country was producing fewer 
NHL players. The national senior team was nearly relegated from the top 
division at the World Championship in 2017. There was a crisis within 
Slovakia’s national program. The country’s hockey program needed a 
new direction. 

Šatan, who had played in 1,050 NHL games, had represented Slovakia 
during a more successful period. He understood the job wouldn’t be easy 
and would take some time, but he thought he was up for it. He had also 
just gotten a taste of running a team as Team Europe’s general manager 
during the World Cup of Hockey in 2016. Team Europe fared better than 
most people expected and went toe to toe with Canada in the tournament 
championship and lost in two close games. 

In June 2017, he was announced as Slovakia’s new national team 
general manager. 

“I took over after we had almost lost to Italy and got out of the top group, 
but somehow we saved it,” Šatan said. “It was obviously tough times. 
Something had to change. There weren’t many takers who would step in 
and improve (the team). There was a lot of negativity towards the future. I 
would say it was risky and challenging to take the job at the time.” 

Šatan had many things to address within the national team, including the 
head coach. He wanted to bring in someone with NHL coaching 
experience, so he put together a list. Ramsay had been an assistant 
coach for the Boston Bruins when Šatan had played there during the 
2009-10 season, and Šatan had positive memories of him. 

Šatan knew Ramsay was available and dialed Ramsay’s number hoping 
he could persuade Ramsay to coach Slovakia for the short term. What 
has followed over the last nearly five years isn’t what either anticipated 
going in. 

Ramsay needed a few days to consider Šatan’s proposal, but he 
eventually accepted the position in August 2017. He still had the 
coaching bug, and this would satisfy it. 

The Canadian-born Ramsay went into the job thinking he’d coach 
Slovakia for only a year or two and move on. That seemed like the usual 
shelf life for a national team coach, especially one who wasn’t originally 
from the country. 

That said, Ramsay didn’t have small plans for Slovakia. He wasn’t just 
coming in and implementing the most boring defensive system in order to 
simply try to compete with other nations. He arrived, saw what Slovakia 
had been doing and rebuilt it all. 
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“The style of play was: Skate backwards, even forwards skating 
backwards, play in the neutral zone and just defend all night and hope 
you don’t lose badly, I guess, or win 2-1,” Ramsay said. “So I said, ‘No, 
we’re not doing that.’ We’re going to forecheck. We’re going to attack 
across the ice. We’re going to try to turn over pucks. Our ‘D’ are going to 
join every rush. And we are going to try to score goals and we will try to 
beat every team we play. We will not be afraid. 

“My saying is ‘safe is death.’ We will not play safe. We will not play 
backwards. And it takes a lot of convincing when players are all trained to 
be careful and sit at center. But I think once you try it, it’s a lot more fun 
for players. It’s certainly more fun for the people to watch, and I think it 
catches. … It’s just more fun.” 

Ramsay sought to bring the same approach to Slovakia as he did during 
his own playing days with the Buffalo Sabres. 

“I’m known as a checking forward, but if you look at our line with Don 
Luce and Danny Gare in 1974, ’75, ’76, we scored over 90 goals as a 
checking line,” Ramsay said. “Danny Gare scored 50 goals on the 
checking line, and I had eight 20-goal seasons. My point has always 
been that you have to do more than just one thing. So being a checking 
forward doesn’t mean you don’t score, that you don’t try to score. I like 
aggressive, I like offensive. I worked a lot with Roger Neilson, who is 
known as a defensive coach, so everyone thought we were the same, 
but we’re not. I like a more aggressive style. 

“If you go back to the 2004 Tampa Bay Lightning with John Tortorella, we 
really tried to play a very aggressive style. We scored a lot of goals. But 
you still have to teach them how to play in their own end and how to play 
without the puck. And we won Game 7 in the semifinals and the Finals 
both 2-1. So even though my mindset is more offense and more chase, 
attack, you still have to know how to do both.” 

As Ramsay said, his players wanted to play his system, too. Peter 
Cehlárik, a former Bruins forward, was part of Slovakia teams that played 
strategically for close results, and he witnessed how that often failed. 

“To be honest, before we had been trying to play a trap … and we were 
not successful most times,” Cehlárik said. “And there was a need that I 
felt when I was there four or six years ago, there was a need to play this 
way. … I think this is more attractive. And it gives us more energy, and I 
think the national team has been picking players that fit this way to play 
attractive hockey, up and down and play fast. That’s what he brought on 
the table and I think we start to have success with it for last two or three 
years now.” 

Ramsay’s first opportunity to show the new Slovakia was the 2018 
Olympics. Slovakia shocked Russia with a 3-2 upset in the first game of 
the group stage. Slovakia didn’t win again but was competitive in nearly 
every game. Ramsay’s team lost only 2-1 to the U.S. in the group stage. 
At the World Championship later that year, Slovakia nearly got out of the 
group stage. It lost in overtime to the Czech Republic and Sweden. 

Everyone was happy with the improvement and decided to keep moving 
forward together. Ramsay was enjoying himself and feeling like he was 
having an impact: Šatan could see progress, the players liked Ramsay 
and the fans were pleased. 

Year after year, Slovakia and Ramsay have mostly built on that. In 2019, 
Slovakia just fell short again of getting out of the group stage at the World 
Championship. The 2020 World Championship was canceled due to 
COVID-19. In 2021, Slovakia advanced out of the group stage for the first 
time since 2013. That 2013 team was captained by Šatan. 

“When (Ramsay) came, he totally changed the way he chooses the 
players, the way he coaches the players, the whole system on the ice, 
everything,” Šatan said. “And then our players, I think they really enjoy to 
have such a persona on the bench and somebody who’s been in the 
NHL for so long as a player or as a coach. So they respect him and they 
listen to him and they try to please him. So I think that’s why it’s working.” 

Coming off the 2021 World Championship, Slovakia was optimistic about 
the 2022 Olympics. 

The original challenge was going to be that every country would have its 
top players from the NHL. Slovakia has been slowly producing more NHL 
talent again, but it’s far from the days of Marián Hossa, Marián Gáborik, 
Zdeno Chára and others. But when the NHL decided not to send its 
players, the playing field was leveled for Slovakia. 

Slovakia lost the first two games of the Olympics to Finland and Sweden, 
but it was playing the way Ramsay wanted. In its third game, Slovakia 
defeated Latvia, 5-2, to close out the group stage. It advanced to the 
quarterfinals by defeating Germany, before shocking the U.S. with a 
shootout win in the quarterfinals. 

“The U.S. game was a big step; we scored in the last minute and then 
scored again and won in the shootout. So that really helped us turn the 
whole attitude around that, OK, we can beat anybody,” Ramsay said. “I 
believe we can.” 

Slovakia lost in the semifinals to Finland, but it still had a chance to bring 
home a medal, which it had never done before at the Olympics. In the 
bronze-medal game, Slovakia left no doubt. It outshot Sweden 41-28 and 
rolled to a 4-0 victory. 

That victory and medal carried so much significance in Slovakia in an 
assortment of ways. It was another step toward reviving hockey in the 
country. 

“I think the hockey has always brought us together as a country,” 
Cehlárik said. “They’re trying to embrace the winning mentality. It’s not 
easy, you’re trying to be humble. That’s how we grew up, and that’s what 
we got from our parents and so on. But I think we needed to be more 
hungry for winning. And for us … (the bronze) was a big reward. And I 
think I saw it for the whole hockey, not just like national team. But I was 
watching my home team after that two months later, it was a full arena. 
The last time I saw a full rink was 15 years ago, and now I see the people 
coming again to watch the sport. I think it really grew the sport for us 
again, get us together.” 

There is an optimism Slovakia is just starting something, too. Ramsay 
and Šatan have prioritized playing the country’s top young talent. 

Juraj Slafkovský scored seven goals for Slovakia at the Olympics as a 
17-year-old. Three draft-eligible players are on this year’s World 
Championship roster. Slafkovský and Šimon Nemec are projected to be 
selected among the top-five picks in this year’s draft. Slovakia could add 
a third player in the first round if forward Filip Mešár is taken. 

Slovakia has never had more than two players drafted in the first round. It 
hasn’t had a single player go in the first round since 2013. 

After the Olympics in February, Ramsay returned to Slovakia with his 
team. A celebration awaited. 

“When we won the bronze, we had the best parade,” Ramsay said. “We 
were exhausted. Open-bus parade, it was freezing cold. There were 
thousands of people in the city center old town. It was really spectacular. 
One of the greatest things I’ve ever been involved with. We’ve seen that 
kind of support from the people. And when you get to do something that 
is good for the whole country, five million people are having fun and 
enjoying it and being proud, it’s really rewarding.” 

Šatan tried to prepare Ramsay for what followed the Olympics. 

“When we were flying back from China, I told him — he loves to walk so 
much — and I told him that he won’t have peace of mind going for walks 
through the city, because he won’t enjoy it as much because you will be 
taking a lot of pictures now,” Šatan said. “And he confirmed that after a 
few weeks. It’s exactly what happens when he goes out.” 

Slovakia has become much more than a place where Ramsay travels a 
few times a year to coach hockey. 

Ramsay’s success on the ice has helped him feel welcomed in the 
country. He was featured recently in a series of videos by Kaufland, a 
German supermarket and department store chain with locations in 
Slovakia. In one, he explains he learned the phrase “veľké pivo, prosím,” 
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which means “big beer, please,” soon after arriving in Slovakia. In 
another, dramatic effects are added to a video of him cooking and he 
then says, “nakúpte v Kauflande,” which means “buy in Kaufland.” 

It’s more than just Slovakia taking him in, though. He’s adapted and 
embraced Slovakia, too. He lives in Bratislava, the country’s capital, 
when he’s in Slovakia and enjoys his neighborhood. He puts the effort in, 
even for little things, like pronouncing Slovakian names correctly. 

“Because some of the names are so hard, I say there’s a couple of guys 
that don’t ever get to start a game because I couldn’t say their name,” 
Ramsay said, jokingly. “Yeah, I’ve tried, I really have. I try to do a better 
job at least with their names and get it correctly and get something. I 
know I’m not good at it. There are some things I can say that aren’t awful. 
My wife even tried when she was over. It’s kind of funny because she 
would say the wrong thing and we’d laugh at her. 

“The people are great. They are very supportive. At first, there was some 
questions with people about bringing a North American here. But the vast 
majority — and because we’ve had some success, you know, we’ve 
seen progress, we are, as I said, fun to watch — the people have 
enjoyed it. So everybody has really tried to buy into what we’re doing and 
be supportive about it.” 

Back home in North America, Ramsay’s former colleagues aren’t 
surprised at what he’s done on and off the ice in Slovakia. Ramsay was 
an assistant coach for Kevin Dineen with the Florida Panthers. Dineen 
has kept in touch over the years and followed what Ramsay has done in 
Slovakia. 

“He’s got such a good disposition about him,” Dineen said. “I don’t think 
it’s a stretch for him to coach a country that is not his first language. I 
think his communication style is receptive whether he’s working with 
young kids or he’s working with men. Whatever it is, I think he’s just one 
of those guys that just has a really good disposition about him. And he’s, 
I won’t say no-nonsense, he’s just basically matter-of-fact, and he gets 
his point across, and he’s a really, really intelligent hockey guy. 

“I was proud of his time at the Olympics and to see what he’s done since 
then. … He’s got a lot to offer and I think he is a good example for a lot of 
people in the game.” 

Šatan had his share of apprehensions when he took the position as 
Slovakia’s general manager, but he couldn’t be more pleased with what 
has transpired over the last four-plus years. He has also since been 
elected twice, most recently earlier this month, as Slovakia’s hockey 
president. 

“But now I’m glad I (took the job) because after like four or five years I 
think our fans are coming back into watching games and cheering, and 
you can feel it from the support,” Šatan said. “And obviously with this 
year’s bronze Olympic medal, it’s been like a stamp that we are going the 
right way and everybody now really appreciates what we’ve done in 
those five years.” 

How much longer Ramsay will be offering his services to Slovakia is a 
question he and Šatan will have to address again in the near future. 
Slovakia is currently playing in the World Championship in Finland. When 
completed, the tournament will mark the end of Ramsay’s fifth 
international season with the country. Slovakia is currently in sixth place 
in its group and has some work ahead with three group games remaining 
if it’s going to advance. 

“I think we’re going to have a talk and have to decide,” Šatan said of 
Ramsay’s future. “But, obviously, we are happy with his work. So it’ll 
probably be up to Craig to see how he wants to take this further.” 

Ramsay, who turned 71 in March, doesn’t foresee himself coaching 
many more seasons. 

“Probably not a lot longer,” Ramsay said. “I’m 100 years old. It’s a lot of 
work, and this World Championship thing is really difficult. It’s way more 
difficult than North Americans would understand. Because each week, 

you’ve got a new team. Each tournament that I do is basically a new 
team.” 

The thing is, Ramsay thought he would have already come and gone as 
Slovakia’s coach, but he keeps returning. With up-and-coming NHL talent 
on its way, Ramsay might be able to be persuaded to stick on for a bit 
longer. 

Slovakia’s evolution, the possibility of future success and his growing 
love for the country have kept him there this long. 

“They’re such good people,” Ramsay said. “And each year, we’ve gotten 
a little bit better. We’ve grown, I believe. And, you know, we actually 
hosted a World Championship three years ago. I think we played much 
better than our results. … So each year, it ends up like you feel like 
there’s something that I left undone. I just keep thinking, OK, I’ll try it one 
more time. And I enjoy it over here. It’s like a second home now. So 
when I come here, I know people and I know where I am and it’s quite 
enjoyable.” 
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Down Goes Brown: The right and (mostly) wrong from my oddly specific 
predictions 

 

Sean McIndoe10-13 minutes 20/05/2022 

 

One of my favorite things to do each year before the season starts is to 
make a whole bunch of predictions that are almost definitely going to be 
wrong. 

Most predictions are, of course, especially when they come from 
sportswriters. We’re bad at this, myself very much included. (You are 
also bad at this, but you can convince yourself otherwise because your 
predictions don’t get written down.) I’ve always figured that if I’m probably 
going to be wrong anyway, I should embrace it and be willing to be really 
wrong. 

I call them my oddly specific predictions, and I make one for each team. 
Most of them end up being laughably wrong, but even a broken clock 
finds a nut sometimes. Last season was a good batch, with three 
predictions that turned out right, including one involving our old friend 
Jacob Markstrom, who we can always count on when it comes to the 
prediction game. Or can we? We’ll get to that. 

What about this year? As always, you can’t make predictions at the start 
of the season if you don’t take your medicine at the end. So let’s go 
through all 32 of my picks from this year’s column, and see how I did. 

Tier 1: Not just wrong but extra wrong 

You would think that the worst a prediction could be would be just plain 
wrong, but no. Sometimes a prediction misses so badly that it eats its 
way through to the other side and becomes weirdly impressive. 

Winnipeg Jets: I went all in on the Jets as legitimate Cup contenders, 
predicting they’d finish fifth overall. They finished sixth … in their own 
division, and 19th overall. Just a bit outside. 

Arizona Coyotes: I predicted that since Phil Kessel was obviously getting 
traded, his new team would win the Stanley Cup. Turns out, the Coyotes 
didn’t even move him at all. 

Calgary Flames: My years of being able to manifest Jacob Markstrom 
shutouts came to an end, after I predicted he’d get one on December 23 
against the Kraken. He didn’t. Also, he didn’t play that night. Also, none 
of his teammates did either because the game didn’t happen. (It was 
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eventually rescheduled for February 19, when Markstrom stopped 22 of 
23 shots in a 3-1 win, so I can’t even claim this one on a technicality.) 

Wait, does this mean my Markstrom magic, the one sure thing I’ve been 
able to count on when it came to predictions over the years, is finally 
over? Hold that thought for a bit … 

Tier 2: Garden variety wrong 

Not much to see here. We’ll speed through these. 

Montreal Canadiens: Carey Price made it back but did not score a goal, 
ending my streak of correct Canadiens predictions at (checks notes) one 
year. 

Pittsburgh Penguins: They didn’t trade for Braden Holtby, or any other 
name-value goalie for that matter. 

Edmonton Oilers: Connor McDavid did not finish with exactly 150 points. 
What a bum. 

Florida Panthers: I said they’d finish tied for third in the Atlantic. They 
won the Presidents’ Trophy. 

Los Angeles Kings: The Kings went the season without ever scoring a 
six-on-five goal with one second left in regulation. 

Detroit Red Wings: I feel pretty safe in saying Alex Nedeljkovic won’t 
finish fourth in Calder voting. 

Boston Bruins: The Bruins did not lose their opening to Dallas after 
leading in both intermissions. 

Philadelphia Flyers: I predicted a Carter Hart shutout in his first start of 
the season; he gave up four goals. 

Carolina Hurricanes: I had two assists for Jesperi Kotkaniemi in his first 
game back in Montreal. He had none, although he did get a goal. 

Toronto Maple Leafs: I predicted that Auston Matthews would finish the 
year with 58 goals in the regular season and playoffs combined; he blew 
past that before the regular season was even over. 

Minnesota Wild: The rarely penalized Jared Spurgeon did not fall victim 
to the new cross-checking mandate in the first week of the season, 
although he did get a boarding minor in week two. What a dumb 
prediction, where did I ever get the idea that Spurgeon would cross-
check anyone? 

Chicago Blackhawks: They didn’t get shut out by Robin Lehner in his first 
meeting with ex-teammate Marc-Andre Fleury. Instead, Fleury outdueled 
Lehner in a 2-1 win. 

Tampa Bay Lightning: Nikita Kucherov didn’t finish with exactly 100 
points. This one was pretty much dead in the water right away, after 
Kucherov missed two months early in the season. 

New Jersey Devils: The player who scored the first goal of the season 
did not also get the last. Those goals were scored by Dougie Hamilton 
and Fabian Zetterlund, in case you were wondering. 

Columbus Blue Jackets: I said that whichever players combined for the 
first Blue Jackets goal of the season would all be gone by the end of the 
year. That goal ended up being Alexandre Texier from Max Domi and 
Vladislav Gavrikov, and while Domi was traded and Texier missed the 
second half with an injury, Gavrikov stayed on the roster all season. 

Ottawa Senators: I had a Tkachuk brother getting the winning goal when 
they played the Flames on November 14, and added a bonus prediction 
that only one would be playing. Nope, they both were, and while Matthew 
scored a goal, it wasn’t the winner. 

Washington Capitals: Tom Wilson did not have the winning goal in their 
opener against the Rangers, or any points at all for that matter. 

St. Louis Blues: I made the Blues my annual pick to be the team that 
finishes with the same record as the year before, which would have been 

92 points. They finished with 109, so I was way off, but it’s cool because 
their fans are super chill about their team being underestimated. 

Tier 3: Wrong, but close enough for its own category 

Honestly, I just didn’t want Tier 2 to be too big. 

San Jose Sharks: The Sharks didn’t lead the league in loser points, but 
they were second, just one behind Anaheim. If they hadn’t won their 
shootout against Vegas in the season’s final week, I’d have had this one. 
Then again, that would have involved the Knights scoring a shootout 
goal, so … 

Seattle Kraken: I picked Brandon Tanev to score the first goal in Kraken 
history. He didn’t (it was Ryan Donato), but he did get a long breakaway 
chance that saw him fumble the puck. And while Tanev didn’t get the 
Kraken’s first goal, he did go into the history books with the team’s first-
ever game-winning goal, as well as their first multi-goal game. 

New York Islanders: The Islanders didn’t allow a short-handed goal 
during the 2020-21 regular season and the Red Wings didn’t score one, 
so I predicted Detroit would score a shorty against New York this year. 
Their first meeting started off with a short-handed goal just minutes in, 
but it was the Islanders who scored one, and Detroit never had one of 
their own. 

Nashville Predators: I said they’d “make their biggest trade of the year on 
the day before the deadline.” They kind of did, acquiring Jeremy Lauzon 
on March 20 for a second-round pick in what was basically their only deal 
of any significance all season, but I’m not taking credit here because I 
was pretty clearly referring to Filip Forsberg or something of that level. 

Buffalo Sabres: I said they’d beat the Coyotes in overtime in their 
October meeting. I had a shot at this, as the game did go to OT and the 
Sabres did win. But it came in a shootout. 

Vegas Golden Knights: They never had an overtime win during the 2020-
21 regular season, so I predicted they’d get one on opening night against 
the Kraken. They ended up winning 4-3 in regulation, although Chandler 
Stephenson’s winning goal was maybe kicked in so this one had a 
chance. 

Colorado Avalanche: I said that the Avs and Oilers, who combined for 
just one shootout in 2020-21, would have two against each other in their 
three games. They didn’t, but they did have one, and one of the other 
games went to overtime, so I almost had this one. 

Vancouver Canucks: Conor Garland did not post a stat line of exactly 22 
goals and 38 assists for 60 points, although his actual numbers (19-33-
52) were pretty close. That didn’t really matter though, since I was just 
trolling Canucks fans by predicting their big offseason acquisition would 
duplicate Mark Messier’s first year in Vancouver. Nobody noticed. 

Tier 4: I concede I was wrong but I still want some credit 

New York Rangers: I predicted that Artemi Panarin would break the 
record for assists in a season by a left winger. It was a pretty brazen 
prediction, since Joe Juneau’s record had stood for nearly 30 years, and 
I went one further by even giving an exact date: April 23, against Boston. 

I turned out to be right about Panarin topping 70 assists, and I was only 
off by one game on when it happened — he cracked the mark on April 
21, which makes this a remarkably accurate piece of prediction work. 
Well, except for one small detail: By that time, 70 wasn’t the record 
anymore, because Jonathan Huberdeau had already shattered it weeks 
earlier. 

Still … I correctly predicted that a player would do something that hadn’t 
been done in over 100 years of NHL history, and I almost nailed the 
exact game it would happen. As misses go, that one’s pretty good. 

Tier 5: Correct, with moderate difficulty 

Anaheim Ducks: After they went the entire 2021-22 season only scoring 
seven times at five-on-four, I predicted they’d pass that total in the 
season’s first month. The Ducks’ power play came out firing, with two 
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PPG in the opener and four in their first three games. They went cold late 
in the month to make us sweat a bit, but two more power-play goals 
against Montreal on October 31 gave them eight in October, topping last 
year’s total by one and officially moving this one into the “nailed it” 
column. 

It’s not the most impressive prediction I’ve ever had, since eight power-
play goals in a month isn’t exactly unheard of, but I’ll take it. 

Tier 6: Holy crap there is no way that actually happened 

Dallas Stars: Joel Hanley is a 30-year-old depth defenseman who’s 
played parts of seven seasons with three teams, and he entered this year 
as the active leader for most games played without ever scoring a 
regular-season goal. Predicting that he’d actually get one would have 
been a long shot, but I went one further by calling the exact game it 
would happen. Specifically, I wrote that “he breaks the shutout with his 
first goal in his 100th career game.” 

That 100th game ended up coming against the Flames on February 1. 
And early on, this happened: 

Look at that. That might be the ugliest goal of the season. It’s a half-
hearted slap shot that gets deflected up into the air, bounces a few times, 
and then dribbles through the goalie’s five hole. It’s so terrible. It’s so … 
beautiful. 

And who was that goalie who felt charitable enough to give up this 
magical goal? None other than our old friend Jacob Markstrom, paying 
me back for that first shutout all those years ago. We’re a team here at 
Oddly Specific Predictions industries. And in an otherwise hit-and-mostly-
miss season, Joel Hanley is our employee of the year. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Ross Colton’s buzzer-beater lifts Lightning, 
Blues even series with Avs 

 

Mark Lazerus, Harman Dayal7-9 minutes 20/05/2022 

 

Game 2: Lightning 2, Panthers 1 | Tampa Bay leads 2-0 

Who was the guy? Honestly, the Tampa Bay athletic-training and medical 
staffs deserve this win as much as anybody in uniform. Corey Perry was 
carved open by a puck to the face in warmups. Steven Stamkos left for 
the dressing room twice after blocked shots, one off his ankle and one off 
his right hand. Brandon Hagel was practically carried into the dressing 
room. None of them missed a shift. Throw in quick returns from Erik 
Cernak and Mikhail Sergachev after taking pucks to the face moments 
apart late in the first period, and the Lightning tunnel looked more like the 
Lincoln Tunnel on Thursday night. But if we have to pick a player here, 
Andrei Vasilevskiy gets the nod. The Tampa Bay goalie stopped 26 of 27 
shots, and didn’t let one uncharacteristic hiccup — Eetu Luostarinen’s 
second-period slapper trickling through — knock him off his game. 
Another quietly great effort from a guy whose greatness we’ve all started 
to take for granted. 

What was the key? Stop us if you’ve heard this one before, but it’s the 
Panthers’ especially awful special teams. An 0-for-4 night on the power 
play now leaves them an unfathomable 0-for-25 with the man-advantage 
in the postseason. A switch to a five-forward unit generated more 
sustained zone time and a couple more chances, so if you’re a Florida 
fan grasping for hope that the dam is about to break, grasp away. But 0-
for-25 is 0-for-25. Throw in another power-play goal by Tampa Bay on its 
first opportunity of the night (Perry with a high tip of a Stamkos feed), and 
it’s not hard to figure out why the Presidents’ Trophy winners are down 0-
2 after two home games. 

Key stat: Florida has had 48 minutes and 22 seconds of power-play time 
in this series. The Colorado Avalanche have eight PPGs in 18 fewer 
minutes. 

Moment it was over: When MacKenzie Weegar went a-wandering in the 
dying seconds of the game. Weegar, a terrific defenseman who was a 
legitimate Norris Trophy candidate last season, made a baffling and 
catastrophic decision when he decided to chase Nikita Kucherov behind 
the goal line, leaving Ross Colton completely unchecked in the left circle. 
Weegar’s partner, Gustav Forsling, already was behind the goal with 
Kucherov and Weegar had no business joining him there. That allowed 
Kucherov to make a brilliant backhanded leave for the comically open 
Colton for the bang-bang winner with just 3.8 seconds left in the game. 
Just a stunning lack of awareness from a usually excellent defender. 

Moment of the game: This contest between two of the most skilled teams 
in the league has become rather physical rather quickly. Mere seconds 
into the game, Perry stood up Weegar at center ice, stared him down and 
stood there for a few seconds, just cackling in his face. Never mind the 
meaningless scrums at the end of a blowout loss in the playoffs. That is 
how you set a tone. 

Game 2: Blues 4, Avalanche 1 | Series tied 1-1 

Who was the guy? David Perron set the tone for St. Louis in the first 
round with his Game 1 hat trick against Minnesota and has now set the 
tone early in round two again. Perron had a pair of goals, and the timing 
of both could not have been better to swing the game in St. Louis’ favour. 
His first goal was a one-timer on the man advantage with less than a 
minute left in the second period to give the Blues a momentum swinging 
two-goal lead. Gabriel Landeskog got the Avs within one in the third but 
Perron responded halfway through the frame by converting a two-on-one 
rush chance. 

What was the key? Slowing down Colorado’s transition offense. 

“Knows how to win” is a cliché at this point, but St. Louis showed the 
hockey world why that term is given so much respect. Colorado 
dominated the run of play in Game 1, but resilience under pressure is the 
mark of an experienced team, and the Blues authored a gritty, complete 
bounce back performance. 

St. Louis did an excellent job of closing quickly on Colorado’s defensive 
zone retrievals and dominating the wall battles which forced the 
Avalanche into uncharacteristic turnovers and missed exits when trying 
to beat the first wave of St. Louis’ forecheck. That, in turn, neutralized 
Colorado’s typically deadly transition attack — they weren’t able to 
generate speed underneath and through the neutral zone. On the few 
occasions where Colorado did carry the puck with some pace, Colton 
Parayko was able to stand up at the defensive blue line and use his 
range to break up plays — St. Louis had a 6-2 edge in five-on-five high 
danger chances when their No. 1 defenseman was on the ice. 

Key stat: Shots may have been even at 27 apiece at five-on-five, but the 
Blues defended the middle exceptionally, surrendering just three high 
danger chances. Not only did St. Louis stymie Colorado’s speed but the 
in-zone defensive work and commitment were impeccable as well. The 
Blues consistently outmuscled the Avs down low to nullify the cycle 
attack. They smothered Colorado physically (which isn’t easy because 
the Avs have size up front), did a terrific job of clogging the middle with 
well-timed defensive sticks and made big blocks when needed — all of 
which kept the Avalanche to the outside. 

Moment it was over: Brandon Saad’s empty netter with less than two 
minutes remaining made it 4-1. Colorado was pushing with Darcy 
Kuemper pulled but just couldn’t get setup off the entry. Gabriel 
Landeskog’s shot was blocked and the Blues were free 2-on-1 from 
there. 

Moment of the game: Two penalties in the offensive zone gifted the 
Blues an extended five-on-three power-play opportunity. Devon Toews 
was called for tripping on the forecheck and less than a minute later, 
Valeri Nichushkin was penalized for goalie interference after he bowled 
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over Jordan Binnington on a shorthanded chance. St. Louis rolled with a 
five-forward attack on the five-on-three, with Pavel Buchnevich manning 
the point, and Perron converted with a great one-timer from the left circle. 

Blues worry meter:   … The Blues should feel good not only about 
splitting two games on the road but that they were able to thoroughly 
outclass Colorado in Game 2, as opposed to if Jordan Binnington had 
simply stolen the game. 

Avalanche worry meter:   … St. Louis defended really well, but the 
Avs made plenty of unforced errors on the breakout that they almost 
certainly won’t repeat in Game 3. Clean that up and Colorado will start 
feeling much better about its game. 

— Harman Dayal 

Three stars 

On tap for Friday 

Rangers at Hurricanes, 7 p.m. ET (Hurricanes lead 1-0) 

Oilers at Flames, 10:30 p.m ET (Flames lead 1-0) 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - How the Rangers' 'Kid Line' has 
sparked New York's offense 

 

Greg Wyshynski 

9-11 minutes 

12:00 PM BST 

 

It was a moment when youthful exuberance met Stanley Cup playoffs 
euphoria. 

Facing elimination in Game 5 at Madison Square Garden against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins, the New York Rangers were staging a rally. As they 
had for most of the first-round series, the trio christened "The Kid Line" -- 
20-year-old left wing Alexis Lafrenière, 21-year-old right wing Kaapo 
Kakko and 22-year-old center Filip Chytil -- acted as the accelerant to 
turn a spark of momentum into an offensive explosion. 

It began with a pass attempt from Kakko from behind the Penguins' net to 
Lafrenière, as Pittsburgh defenders closed in. 

"You can always try. So I tried," Kakko said. 

"He found me with that backhand sauce," Lafrenière said. 

Lafrenière's one-timer goal tied the game late in the second period, and 
the Rangers would eventually win en route to a stunning seven-game 
series victory. As the goal horn blared, Lafrenière spun away from the 
crease, punched the air and screamed as he raised his arms to a 
frenzied crowd that was already out of their seats. 

"His emotion in the game, it carried over. With the home crowd that we 
have, it was special," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said, smiling. "They 
better do it again next game." 

In most games in this playoff run for the Rangers, it's been The Kid Line 
making things happen, if not on the scoreboard than in setting the tone 
for the veterans on the team. 

"We're having a lot of fun. But every shift matters. That's what makes it 
so much fun," Lafrenière said. 

Through eight games, the line is plus-14 in shot attempts and plus-3 in 
scoring chances. They've given up one more goal (five) than they've 
scored (four), but they've hit the board at critical times: Look no further 
than the goal they generated in Game 1 against the Carolina Hurricanes 
by Chytil, which stood up until Sebastian Aho's tying goal with 2:23 left in 
regulation. 

"They've played real good hockey. For young guys, coming in here," 
Gallant said. 

According to Rangers analyst Steve Valiquette, their inexperience has 
served them well. 

"There are three 'E's' in every player's career: Excitement, because 
you're just happy to be in the league; entitlement, when you want to get 
paid; and then the ender, when your career is over," said Valiquette, who 
appears on MSG Network. "I think there are a lot of players in that locker 
room right now that are in the excitement phase. They're too naïve to 
know how big the moments are. They're just playing with a load of 
enthusiasm." 

That enthusiasm isn't just because they're helping the Rangers to their 
deepest playoff run since 2017. It's because all three are finding 
significant, sustained success for the first time in their young NHL 
careers. 

"Flat honesty, they all needed this," Valiquette said. "Not one of them has 
gotten a great foot on their career. But now you can see Lafrenière. You 
can see Kakko. You can see Chytil playing. All three of them needed this, 
badly. And they must be so stoked with their role out there." 

Having a "kid line" is a trope as old as the NHL itself. 

The Toronto Maple Leafs had one in the 1930s with Hall of Famers 
Charlie Conacher, "Busher" Jackson and Joe Primeau. Teams including 
the Edmonton Oilers, Montreal Canadiens, New York Islanders, Ottawa 
Senators and Tampa Bay Lightning have had them -- in the case of the 
Oilers, they've had different ones in each of the last three decades. 

It was only natural the Rangers would end up with one, having committed 
to a youth movement since 2018. 

Chytil was the first "kid" to join the Rangers family. A center from Czech 
Republic, he was selected No. 21 overall in the 2017 NHL draft, in 
between two rather productive current pros: St. Louis Blues center 
Robert Thomas (20th) and Oilers winger Kailer Yamamoto (22nd). 

Chytil debuted for the Rangers in the 2017-18 season, registering three 
points in nine games. They handled his maturation methodically. Chytil 
was expected to start on the main roster in 2019-20, but instead started 
the season in Hartford of the AHL. New York called him up at the end of 
October when Mika Zibanejad was injured, stuck him between Chris 
Kreider and Pavel Buchnevich, and he played well. When Zibanejad 
returned, that meant a demotion to the bottom six for Chytil, and his 
production suffered. But Chytil had some proof of concept and continued 
to show positive progress as an NHL-level center. 

Kakko and Lafrenière both ended up on Broadway thanks to draft lottery 
wins. In 2019, the Rangers moved up from the sixth spot to No. 2 overall 
behind the New Jersey Devils, who selected Jack Hughes. Kakko was 
the clear second choice in the draft, as a big-bodied scoring winger from 
Finland. 

Of the three kids, Kakko has been the most maligned as an NHL player. 
He has 26 goals and 32 assists in 157 games, having played just 43 
games this season due to injuries. Some blamed former Rangers coach 
David Quinn for stifling Kakko's offensive creativity. Others started 
whispering about whether Kakko was going to end up being a bust after 
just three seasons. 

Lafrenière, a native of Saint-Eustache, Quebec, ended up with the 
Rangers after they won the unique 2020 draft lottery. 

Please recall that the lottery was drawn in two phases during that 
pandemic-shorted season. The first draw was for all the teams that 
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weren't involved in the 24-team "bubble" postseason, a tournament that 
counted the Rangers as one of its participants. That draw included eight 
"placeholder teams," representing the franchises that finished outside the 
top eight in each conference but were invited to the postseason 
qualification round. One of those "placeholders" won the first lottery draw. 
The second draw included the teams that lost in the qualification round -- 
as the Rangers did, bowing out in three games to the Hurricanes. 

The Rangers won that second lottery and the right to select Lafrenière. 

His first season in the NHL was pedestrian, with 12 goals and 9 assists in 
56 games, ranking him 13th among rookie scorers. This season started 
out equally benign, as Lafrenière had 12 points in his first 42 games. But 
he caught fire near the end of the season with 13 points in 21 games to 
end on a high note. 

Lafrenière bounced around the lineup this season, but eventually found a 
linemate in Chytil. They skated with the likes of Julien Gauthier, Barclay 
Goodrow and Sammy Blais. The Kid Line played only 28:13 together in 
the 2021-22 regular season. 

What's interesting about the trio is that they were actually reunited rather 
than united. The Kid Line played 132:16 together last season under 
Quinn, skating to a minus-8 in shot attempts and an expected goals 
percentage of 45.18. 

"We started to play together last season," Chytil said. "This season, we 
didn't see much together on the ice. But I think we built the chemistry 
from every game. 

"It can be better. Not every shift is perfect. But we're just trying to play 
our best. We know our role: to be energetic. We're skilled, but we have to 
also put the hard work into our game. I think that's what we bring to the 
playoffs, but we also can bring another level. Just push it more forward." 

Valiquette wasn't sure if The Kid Line would even be a thing in the 
playoffs. If Barclay Goodrow had been healthy, Valiquette could have 
imagined that Stanley Cup-winning center in between Lafrenière and 
Kakko instead of Chytil. 

"I didn't think they'd keep them together," he admitted. "Lo and behold, 
they were the best line for most of the [Penguins] series. When the team 
needed it, they made plays. When games were flat, they brought it." 

Through eight games in the postseason, they're skating to a 49.14 
expected goals percentage. 

In Game 1 against the Hurricanes, they were the Rangers' best line: plus-
11 in shot attempts, plus-8 in scoring chances and the source of New 
York's offensive flow as Carolina's Jordan Staal-led checking line held 
Zibanejad & Co. scoreless. 

"They were outstanding. That goal they scored and they had four or five 
other great chances," Gallant said. "It would have been great if they 
could have had another one." 

What makes the line work, functionally? 

"Our forecheck is really good. On the rush we're making plays, but if we 
don't have anything, we're placing pucks in good areas for us. Just trying 
to shoot the puck a little more too," Lafrenière said. 

Valiquette sees the forecheck as the key to the Kid Line. 

"They're hard on the forecheck, man. Lafrenière is hitting, Chytil is hitting. 
Kaapo was great at protecting the puck -- there were times against the 
Penguins when he looked like Peter Forsberg out there, the way he was 
housing the puck," he said. "These guys have it going on." 

It's not "Stanley Cup or bust" for the Rangers. Their window to win 
extends beyond this postseason, with stars in their prime such as 
Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Artemi Panarin; other young foundational 
players in 26-year-old Vezina Trophy favorite Igor Shesterkin, 23-year-
old Adam Fox, who won the Norris Trophy last season, and 22-year-old 
defenseman K'Andre Miller; and, of course, The Kid Line. 

"We're young guys, so we're just trying to play hockey. Just do the right 
things," Chytil said. 

And have some fun, as kids are wont to do. 

"It's the playoffs," said Kakko. "Of course we're having fun." 

ESPN LOADED: 05.21.2022 

1245911 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / When things get tough, these Oilers are right in their 
comfort zone 

 

Mark Spector May 21, 2022, 3:21 AM 

 

CALGARY — Every playoff team talks a good game about bouncing 
back. About taking the punch, and then picking themselves back up and 
winning the next round. 

Talk, however, is cheap. 

You’ve got to walk into Los Angeles and win a must-win Game 6, before 
anybody — including those inside your own group — can truly believe 
you have it inside of you. 

You’ve got to shut a team down at home to win a Game 7, and when the 
next round starts with a messy 9-6 loss, you can’t just tell everyone that 
you’re going to grab hold of the series and take it back home tied at one 
apiece. 

You’ve got to walk the walk, like the Edmonton Oilers did on Friday night 
in Cowtown. 

“It’s an emotional roller-coaster. You've got to try to stay off of it as much 
as you can,” explained Zach Hyman, whose shorthanded goal midway 
through the third period stood up as the winner in a stunning 5-3 Game 2 
victory over the Calgary Flames. “It’s hockey, and some nights bounces 
are going to go your way and some nights they’re not. You’ve got to 
battle through, even tonight.” 

Edmonton scored five and had two goals called back, while the Flames 
had a sketchy disallowed goal themselves. 

But in a series where everyone is wondering when Oilers goalie Mike 
Smith will fold his tent, Edmonton has now pumped 11 pucks past Vezina 
candidate Jacob Markstrom (13 if you count the two that were called 
back). That’s a grand total of 18 in their past three meetings, going back 
to that 9-5 debacle in March. 

Say what you want about the goaltending advantage that exists here, 
Edmonton has Markstrom’s number. He has been average at best in this 
series thus far. 

Leon Draisaitl banged in a rebound on a Connor McDavid net drive that 
got called back for goaltender interference. So McDavid stayed out there, 
took a nifty pass from on a stellar night from Duncan Keith, and deked 
Markstrom out of his shorts. just 32 seconds after the video review. 

How McDavid was able to right the Oilers' ship to even the Battle of 
Alberta 

Was he especially hungry after the disallowed goal? 

“I’m always hungry,” said McDavid, whose 20 points in nine playoff 
games make him the fastest to 20 since Mario Lemieux in 1992 (9-13-
22). 

“It's like it didn't get called back (at all),” said Hyman, who marvelled once 
again at a game in which McDavid took 19,289 Sadledome fans out of 
their seats three or four times. 
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“He’s taking his game to another level, and that's hard to do,” said 
Hyman. “But he's pushing his own limits. That's what special players do. 
He's leading our team in every aspect. Last game I think he had the most 
hits on our team. So he's doing it all. He's a huge reason why we're 
here.” 

McDavid played 21:30 and had two points. It seemed like he played 35 
minutes. 

He was everywhere. 

But the fact his numbers weren’t obscene, and his team won a huge 
game in a tough building, speaks to the fact this isn’t a one-man team 
anymore — even if they’d never be where they are without that one man. 

Oilers' Woodcroft says McDavid is 'the best hockey player in the world' 

“Two goals get called back for us, two bounces didn't go our way, but we 
stuck with it. We battled,” said head coach Jay Woodcroft. “We’ve talked 
about it a lot. We've had kind of a roller-coaster season where our backs 
have been against the wall and our ability to push back has been second 
to none — on any team I've been on. It's just that response factor. 

“It's led by Connor, and the whole group responds." 

Keith had a goal and two assists, on a fabulously subtle night, doing 
exactly what he was brought in here to do last summer. It was moments 
like these when the wily veteran was supposed to help in ways both 
obvious and unquantifiable, and on Friday he delivered both in spades. 

“He is just unfazed,” said Hyman. “He’s a future Hall of Famer, and that’s 
a guy who was brought in to calm the group in times that things aren't 
going well. He's a big voice in the locker-room in settling us down, and 
stepping up today with a huge goal and just making plays, being strong 
defensively … He's got a lot to give.” 

Leon Draisaitl, playing on an ankle that has him spending more time on 
the trainer’s table than the practice ice, had a goal, two assists, and one 
goal called back. He iced it with a breakaway goal, summoning whatever 
his ankle could give him to pull away from a chasing Flame and sift one 
past Markstrom, just 2:22 after Hyman had done the same thing. 

Two nights after Calgary had pulled away from the Oilers in the third 
period, Edmonton turned the tables, nabbing home-ice advantage in 
what has become a best-of-five series. 

'We could've rolled over and died' Smith on Oilers' perseverance in 
Game 2 

“Our competition level was excellent. Our execution level coming out of 
our own end was very good. We found a way to win the special-teams 
battle. We scored a power-play goal. We scored a shorthanded goal,” 
said Woodcroft, ticking off all the boxes. 

“We found a way in a tough environment to score seven goals, on the 
road in a tough building. Two of them got called back, but we found a 
way to score seven, and we cleaned up a lot of things defensively. 

“It’s a good sign for our team as we move forward.” 

Forward to Rogers Place, with a team that doesn’t need much more 
convincing. 

They can take a punch, this hockey team. 

They’ve proven that much, this far. 
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Sportsnet.ca / If Flames aren't playing 5-on-5, they're in big trouble vs. 
Oilers 

 

Eric Francis May 21, 2022, 3:36 AM 

 

CALGARY – On any given night, Connor McDavid alone can beat you. 

On Friday, the Calgary Flames got a grim reminder there’s another way 
to lose to the Edmonton Oilers – turn it into a skill contest. 

As in, reduce the number of skaters on the ice for either side to open 
things up. 

Both points were driven home in a 5-3 loss that saw Edmonton rebound 
from an early deficit to score four unanswered goals for the second game 
in a row to open this Western Conference semifinal. 

What kickstarted the Oilers’ scoring binge, as is so often the case, was a 
McDavid goal for the ages – a product of being left alone 4-on-4 before 
undressing Jacob Markstrom in close. 

It came 61 seconds after Tyler Toffoli put the Flames up 3-1 and 32 
seconds after a Leon Draisaitl goal was disallowed due to goalie 
interference by McDavid. 

It lifted the bench, and the rally was on. 

Sutter feels Flames missed a lot of opportunities in Game 2 loss 

"It's like it didn't get called back,” said Oilers forward Zach Hyman. 

“(McDavid) went right back on the 4-on-4 for whatever it was, 30, 40 
seconds later. Got it back and you don't even have to think about it, 
right? He's taking his game to another level and that's hard to do already. 
But he's pushing his own limits. That's what special players do. He's 
leading our team in every aspect. Last game I think he had the most hits 
on our team. So he's doing it all. He's a huge reason why we're here.- 

Here, being tied 1-1 in a series that shifts to Rogers Place with the Oilers 
now owning home ice advantage. 

How quickly things turned, not just from Game 1 to 2, but from Friday’s 
first period to the second. 

And just like the first three games of the Flames series against Dallas, 
the parade to the penalty box had plenty to do with it. 

Give the league’s deadliest power play six man advantages and they’ll 
generally cash in more than just the Evan Bouchard blast that tied the 
game 3-3 late in the second. 

But give them a chance to shorten the bench with an array of special-
team assignments on either side, and the opportunistic Oil can be just as 
deadly. 

“I think we missed a lot of opportunities tonight,” said coach Darryl Sutter. 

“I think Markstrom was really, really good for us. I think their individual 
skill stood out tonight in situations that they scored on. That’s something 
that is hard to handle, but that’s something that is also not 5-on-5. There 
was a 4-on-4 goal, a 5-on-4 goal, a 5-on-4 goal for us, a shorthanded 
goal for them. If you’re not playing five-on-five, that’s definitely to their 
team’s advantage.” 

The Flames know this. 

They spoke of it all morning, yet found a way to wade into endless 
scrums and exchanges that had the most overzealous of officiating crews 
imaginable disrupting flow with 20 minors. 

The first three of the four goals that allowed the Oilers to turn a 3-1 game 
into a 5-3 win weren’t 5-on-5, punctuated by the game-winner that saw 
Hyman scamper for a lengthy shorthanded breakaway he snapped bar 
down midway through the third. 

Two minutes later, Leon Draisaitl’s breakaway was finished almost as 
well. 
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“I think we took too many penalties, I think we got away from our type of 
game and started playing their game and when that happens they have 
guys who can do the type of things that they did,” said Tyler Toffoli, who 
scored once and had a goal disallowed that appeared to tie it 4-4 before 
another early whistle negated it. 

“We have to find a way to get back to it and play 5-on-5 hockey and take 
over games. 

"It’s playoff hockey, it’s not going to be perfect every single night. Things 
happen within a game, we have to stay composed and not take penalties 
and honestly, play our type of hockey. If we stay 5-on-5, I think we’re in a 
good spot.” 

They certainly got to a better spot against Dallas once they figured that 
out, starting in Game 4. 

More discipline is needed if they are going to steal one in Edmonton, 
where Game 3 goes Sunday. 

“We’re not going to have much success if we’re trading chances with 
them,” said Noah Hanifin, whose club had just as many shots as the 
Oilers (40-40). 

“They’re an opportunistic team and they have some elite, high-end skill 
that can capitalize on their chances. 

“We’ve got to limit that for sure. 

“The main thing for us is trying to keep it 5-on-5. When we play 5-on-5 
we’re having good starts and we like our game. When we start getting 
into situations where it's 4-on-4, it’s not to our advantage. It’s not our 
game.” 

The Oilers know that, which partially explains why Evander Kane spent a 
portion of his morning availability poking the bear with plenty of talk about 
his team’s plans to push back against the Flames. 

It was indeed a more physical game that saw the Flames outhit the 
visitors 40-27. 

Each team took 10 minors, leaving the Flames 1-for-5 with the man 
advantage. 

“Individual skill-sets, for them, can win hockey games -- that was the 
difference tonight,” said Sutter, who was then asked how his club could 
do better at staying out of the box. 

“Stay out of the box.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hurricanes torture Rangers with suffocating forecheck, 
defence in Game 2 win 

 

Eric Engels May 21, 2022, 12:06 AM 

 

This wasn’t a game; it was a torture session; a methodical, meticulous 
dismantling of a team’s spirit, a suffocation that left the New York 
Rangers practically on life support in their series with the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

We know, it’s only 2-0. We know, the Rangers have yet to open Madison 
Square Garden to host the Hurricanes in this second round. We know, 
they have been close on the scoresheet in both games. And yes, we 
even know they have more to give. 

But it won’t be nearly enough if Carolina replicates Friday’s performance 
come Sunday on Broadway. This was the most dominant 2-0 win we’ve 

seen since the New Jersey Devils were regularly crushing dreams—and 
offences—in the 1990s. 

But these guys do it different than those guys—with a five-man forecheck 
that sucks all the oxygen out of the game. 

Hurricanes' Raanta piles praise on his teammates after shutout 
performance in Game 2 

The Hurricanes established it on the very first shift of Friday’s contest, 
with the third pairing of Ian Cole and Brendan Smith locking down the 
wings and the fourth line of Max Domi, Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Steven 
Lorentz throwing a bag over the Rangers’ defence. Cole and top Carolina 
defenceman Jaccob Slavin were on their way up into the play when 
Sebastian Aho’s line, with Teuvo Teravainen and Seth Jarvis, tied it shut 
with an empty-net goal at 19:58 of the third period. 

In between, Carolina won 56 per cent of the faceoffs and virtually all the 
one-on-one battles. They had 22 shots to New York’s 21, 31 hits to New 
York’s 22, blocked nine more shots than the Rangers, and they put on a 
total clinic shorthanded. 

It led to the first goal of the game—a 2-on-1 rush Aho started and Smith 
finished—and that was just one of several chances the Hurricanes 
created while down a man. 

Hurricanes' Smith scores short-handed goal off perfect pass from Aho 

Up a man, or even two at one point in the second period, they pressured 
the Rangers defence and goaltender Igor Shesterkin to gain further 
momentum. They carried then carried that momentum into the third 
period, and it’s hard not to feel like they’re not taking it with them to New 
York. 

“We came back last game, and today we defended really well in the 
third,” Aho told reporters at PNC Arena afterwards. “We didn’t give much 
out there.” 

They didn’t give the Rangers a single thing. 

Chris Kreider, who scored 52 goals this season, was held to zero shots 
on net. Ditto for Artemi Panarin, who scored the winning goal for New 
York in Game 7 of the first-round series against the Pittsburgh Penguins. 

Alexis Lafrèniere got his first with less than three minutes remaining in 
the game, and that was one more than Andrew Copp had. 

The entire Rangers team was held to zero shot attempts for a 10-minute 
span that covered the end of the first period and the beginning of the 
second. They couldn’t find a way to the inside of the ice even when they 
could direct a shot towards Carolina’s net. 

Can New York play better? Of course. 

But the Hurricanes are the reason they didn’t fare well enough on Friday, 
and the Hurricanes appear prepared to continue being the reason. 

It’s what they did to teams all season en route to building the NHL’s third-
best record at 54-20-8, and Friday’s performance was a galvanizing one 
as they attempt to push forward in the playoffs. 

“I think if we just stick to our style, it’s eventually going to wear on teams 
and we’re going to find a way to win the game,” said Smith. “(Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour) Roddy calls it ‘the Stress Game.’” 

It looked like the movie Misery, with Kathy Bates taking a sledgehammer 
to James Caan’s bound ankles. 

And when the Hurricanes broke down—which was almost never—Antti 
Raanta was there, subtracting from his impeccable goals-against 
average, which now stands at a minuscule 1.83 through eight 
appearances. 

The 33-year-old entered the playoffs as the de facto starter, filling in for 
Frederik Andersen, who suffered an injury late in the regular season. He 
missed some of the first-round series against the Boston Bruins with an 
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injury but has been practically unbeatable in two games versus the 
Rangers. 

“It’s great to see,” said Aho. “Team gets a lot of momentum and 
confidence in their own play when you see your goalie playing that level, 
and he’s been unbelievable.” 

If you were just looking at the score and missed the game, you’d have 
thought the Hurricanes were just ordinary despite home-ice advantage 
against a lower-ranked Rangers team. 

They were that for the first two periods of this series and were a Kappo 
Kakko missed net away from a split heading to New York. 

But the Hurricanes have held the hammer since and are now but two 
strikes away from punching their tickets to the Stanley Cup semifinal. 

Game 3 is set for 3:30 p.m. ET, Sunday on Sportsnet. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.21.2022 
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USA TODAY / The cheap, the greedy, the inept and unlikeable: These 
are sports' worst owners | Opinion 
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Between John Fisher doing his best to alienate Oakland A’s fans so he 
can move the team and get a sweet new stadium, and Phil Castellini 
telling the Cincinnati Reds faithful that they’re stuck with his low-budget – 
and losing – operation, it’s hard to say who is the worse owner. 

But they’re not the only ones! 

Look around the major leagues, and you’ll find plenty of objectionable 
owners. Some are cheap and some are greedy. Some are inept. Some 
are just plain unlikeable. And some are all those things -- yes, Dan 
Snyder, I am referring to you. 

Sadly for fans, there’s little they can do about the overlords who own their 
beloved teams. Boycotts aren’t likely to change anything. Burn your 
beloved jerseys in protest, and you’re going to have to buy new clothes. 
Take the pennants and posters off your walls, and you’ll have to repaint. 

So what can you do? Complain! We’ve seen from some of the thin-
skinned responses – ahem, James Dolan – that complaints do not fall on 
deaf ears. I’ve compiled a list of the worst owners in sports, and you can 
discuss it, share it with your friends, even mail a copy to your team’s 
headquarters! 

Better yet, make up one of your own. There are no wrong answers here 
and, sadly, few owners who wouldn’t make an appearance on 
somebody’s list. 

The incompetence alone is enough to land the Haslams on this list. The 
Browns have had just one winning season in the decade since they 
bought the team and were 1-31 during one stretch, neither of which is a 
surprise when you consider some of the decisions the Haslams have 
made. 

Drafting Johnny Manziel. Putting an analytics guy in charge of football 
operations, an experiment that lasted all of two seasons. Burning through 
six coaches before finally – finally! – finding one, Kevin Stefanski, who 
will seemingly work. Alienating the one QB who has gotten Cleveland to 
the playoffs in the last 20 years. 

But it is the Deshaun Watson signing, and the stench it has cast on the 
Browns, that earns the Haslams the dubious title of worst owners in the 
NFL. 

Watson is facing civil lawsuits from almost two dozen women who have 
accused him of sexual misconduct during massages, and the details are 
damning. He’s the subject of an NFL investigation, and is likely to be 
suspended for a significant portion of the upcoming season for violating 
the league’s personal conduct policy. 

Despite all that, and having a serviceable quarterback in Baker Mayfield, 
the Haslams gave Watson a truckload of money. His $230 million 
contract is the largest fully guaranteed deal in NFL history, and it’s 
structured so he has an absurdly low base salary this season to lessen 
the impact of a suspension. 

When fans expressed outrage at the signing, the Browns defended their 
background check of Watson – “We feel good about the person. Really 
good about the player,” Jimmy Haslam said – despite not reaching out to 
a single woman suing Watson or their attorney. 

Awful owners, bad people. 

Text with the USA TODAY newsroom about the day’s biggest stories. 
Sign up for our subscriber-only texting experience. 

NBA 

James Dolan, New York Knicks 

Aside from a brief resurgence from 2010-13, the New York Knicks have 
largely been irrelevant in the NBA since Dolan became chairman of the 
Madison Square Garden Company in 1999. How is that even possible? 
This is New York, for heaven’s sake, a city that high-profile free agents 
should be tripping over themselves to want to play in. 

Well, they are. But it’s for the other team in New York, the Brooklyn Nets. 
Difference-making players, along with everyone else, know well what’s 
going on with Dolan and his Knicks, and they want nothing to do with it. 

Dolan is the NBA’s version of the Emperor Who Had No Clothes, 
brooking dissent from no one. He excludes reporters and media outlets 
he believes are too critical, and once had a fan banned from the Garden 
for life because he had the audacity to tell Dolan to sell the team. 

Worse, he had Charles Oakley forcibly ejected from the Garden in 2017 
and forbade him from coming back. Charles Oakley! A fan favorite who 
was key to the Knicks’ run to the NBA Finals in 1994. All because Dolan 
was upset by Oakley’s criticism of him. 

If Dolan can’t handle fans complaining about how he runs the Knicks, 
there’s a real easy solution: 

John Fisher, Oakland A’s 

What, exactly, does Fisher want? Is it a fancy new stadium? Or is it to 
stuff his pockets with as much revenue-sharing cash as he can grab? No 
one really knows because Fisher isn’t talking. 

What is clear is that he’s choking the life out of what was once one of the 
most entertaining and interesting franchises in baseball. 

As recently as two years ago, the A’s were making do with their small-
market payroll, winning the AL West in the COVID-shortened season and 
advancing to the AL Division Series. But whether it’s the stadium 
odyssey or being tired of pinching pennies, Fisher has essentially given 
up the ghost. Oakland traded away phenom infielders Matt Chapman and 
Matt Olson in the offseason, and is now last in the AL West, two games 
behind Seattle. 

The A’s have always developed young talent only to be forced to trade 
the players away, but the loss of the Matts has prompted a revolt from 
fans. Oakland is averaging 8,165 fans per game this season, by far the 
worst in the majors. The A’s have drawn fewer than 5,000 fans eight 
times already, including a mere 2,488 on May 2, in a stadium that can 
seat almost 57,000. 

Fisher’s silence is only made worse by Oakland president Dave Kaval, 
who has (prematurely) mocked attendance at San Francisco Giants 
games to try and make the A’s look better. 
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MLS/NWSL 

Merritt Paulson, Portland Timbers, Portland Thorns 

The Timbers and Thorns are among the most successful teams in their 
leagues, winning a total of four league titles, so props to Paulson for that. 
But there have been deeply troubling issues off the field with both 
franchises, and Paulson bears the ultimate responsibility for that. 

The NWSL and NWSL Players Association are currently investigating 
abuse allegations against several coaches, including former Thorns 
coach Paul Riley. One former Thorns player said she filed a formal 
complaint against Riley with Portland’s front office, Paulson included. 

The Timbers were fined $25,000 in March for not reporting domestic 
abuse allegations against former player Andy Polo to the league before 
they became public. The lawyer for Polo’s ex-partner had accused the 
Timbers of encouraging the woman not to press charges against the 
player, but MLS said its investigation did not find evidence of that. 

NHL 

Rocky Wirtz, Chicago Blackhawks 

Wirtz was a model owner early in his tenure, putting the Blackhawks 
back on local TV, mending relationships with former players and 
spending freely to revive a franchise that had fallen into deep disrepair 
under his father. Those moves, along with the good fortune of getting 
Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane in the NHL draft, paid off, and the 
Blackhawks won the Stanley Cup three times in a five-year span. 

Now, not so much. Wirtz has become a grumpy, out-of-touch old man 
with a bad team – not much different than his father once was. 

That was on full display in February, when Wirtz snapped at a reporter 
who dared ask about the franchise badly mishandling sexual assault 
allegations against a former video coach during the 2010 Stanley Cup 
run. Never mind that the town hall was Wirtz’s first public appearance 
since the team issued a report on its botched response. 

Wirtz apologized a few days later, but the damage was done. 

Hall of Shame 

Yes, I know there are some obvious names missing from this list. That’s 
because there are some owners so bad they need a special distinction. 
The Hall of Shame, if you will. 

Dean Spanos, Los Angeles Chargers 

First, he subjected the good people of San Diego to a godawful team. 
Then he threw a temper tantrum when they wouldn’t build him a new 
stadium and moved the team to Los Angeles. 

But the deserved joke is on him. The Chargers are tenants in Stan 
Kroenke’s Taj Mahal, so Spanos is reaping only a fraction of the benefits 
he would have had, had he built a stadium himself. Plus, he remains so 
toxic that the fans who will travel to SoFi Stadium for Chargers games 
are often there to see the visitors. 

Jim Crane, Houston Astros 

He’s still trying to justify the sign-stealing scandal that should have cost 
the Houston Astros their World Series title. Just go away already.  

Peter Angelos, Baltimore Orioles 

There are many reasons Angelos is on the list, but his greatest sin is 
blowing off Cal Ripken Jr. 

Seriously. The best player in franchise history once offered to help out 
the struggling O's by mentoring some of their younger players, and 
Angelos turned him down. A Hall of Famer wants to give you the benefit 
of his expertise, and you reject it. 

That alone ought to disqualify you from owning a team. 

Daniel Snyder, Washington Commanders 

Snyder’s team is perennially awful. He’s fostered a culture of toxic 
misogyny at team headquarters, and is under investigation himself for 
sexual harassment. He stubbornly refused to give up a racist nickname 
and then, once he finally did, replaced it with the lamest of the options 
available. 

He’s the worst owner in sports, as a team steward and as a person, and 
it’s not even close. 
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