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Goals aside, the Hurricanes’ third defensive pairing has already done what’s expected 

By Luke DeCock 

Getting game-winning goals from defensemen in back-to-
back playoff games isn’t a scenario anyone really expects. 
It’s the glorious randomness of the postseason, when these 
magnified moments produce unexpected stars. 

Not to mention Ian Cole and Brendan Smith, who combined 
for six goals in 120 regular-season games, would have been 
last on the list of potential candidates to make franchise 
history this way — and Smith’s goal coming short-handed, 
something only Mike Commodore had ever done for the 
Carolina Hurricanes in the playoffs, just ups that ante. 

While unexpected, it’s also not quite accurate to say the 
Hurricanes didn’t plan for this, in some small way. Cole and 
Smith are both here because the Hurricanes heeded the 
lessons learned a year ago at this time, when they realized 
veteran defensemen like these guys — hard-nosed, hard-
working, hard-headed — were vitally necessary, whether 
they scored or not. 

Who knew they’d score two huge goals, too? 

Smith finished off a pass from Sebastian Aho on Friday at 
the end of a short-handed rush, the first goal in a 2-0 win that 
gave the Hurricanes a 2-0 lead in the series against the New 
York Rangers going into Sunday afternoon’s Game 3. 
Wednesday, Cole was skating away from the net when he 
spun and fired a blind shot that deflected off a Rangers 
defenseman for a 2-1 overtime win. 

“It just kind of bounced right to me,” Cole said. “I was looking 
to pass it to someone and no one was anywhere dangerous. 
So I guess I’ll just throw it on net and see what happens. 
Hockey’s a game of weird bounces and it just happened to 
go in.” 

These are typically the kind of players acquired at the trade 
deadline, experienced veterans who have been through the 
wars and may be in and out of the lineup during the regular 
season but are invaluable in the playoffs when games tighten 
up and the ability to avoid bad plays sometimes trumps the 
ability to make good ones. 

The Hurricanes didn’t wait that long. They brought both in as 
free agents last summer, while the painful lessons of last 
spring were still fresh, and it’s paying off now. 

A year ago, the Hurricanes nearly lost to the Nashville 
Predators and were overwhelmed by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning when Jake Gardiner was unable to contribute, 
Jaccob Slavin got hurt and they were left relying on some 
combination of Jake Bean, Jani Hakenpaa and Max Lajoie — 
who had never played a game for the Hurricanes in his 
career when he was called up to face the Predators. 

It wasn’t merely that the Hurricanes lacked defensive depth. 
(They did!) It was that their third pairing was so chronically 
weak that it was routinely victimized by superior and lesser 
opponents alike. The addition of Cole and Smith was 
designed to fix precisely that problem, and long before the 
trade deadline, giving both a chance to settle into their roles 
on and off the ice. 

Those two have fixed precisely that problem. 

“They’re both experienced guys,” Hurricanes defenseman 
Brady Skjei said Saturday before the team left for New York. 
“Colesy’s won a couple Cups and Smitty’s been around the 
league a long time. They know how to play, they know how 
to play in the playoffs. They’ve done a great job. Obviously 
scoring goals, but also playing defense. Just a really reliable 
D pair for us to have.” 

And with Ethan Bear in the press box and Jalen Chatfield in 
the AHL, the Hurricanes have two more defensemen they’re 
comfortable putting in the lineup if pressed into action. 

Smith and Cole haven’t been perfect — they got caught out 
against the Patrice Bergeron line in Boston, blew a coverage 
and gave up a big goal in Game 4 — but for the most part 
they’ve done exactly what they were supposed to do, 
especially in the two games of this series, which have been 
extremely closely played and tightly checked. 

“I just want to set the tempo,” Smith said. “Play hard 
defensively. That’s just really what Colesy and I want to do. 
Just be solid defensively, and if I can chip in offensively, 
that’s a bonus.” 

The goals are a welcome bonus, but just that. A bonus. 

That’s not what the Hurricanes expected when they laid 
these plans almost a year ago. But the rest is.
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Mailbag #28: Off To The Big Apple 

Should we be worried about fatigue with Raanta? What 
makes this team so tight-knit? Is the decibel reading on the 
Jumbotron accurate? 

By Walt Ruff 

NEW YORK, NY. - Happy Saturday, Caniacs. 

The team has arrived in New York ahead of Sunday's Game 
Three with a 2-0 series lead to their name. 

After another raucous environment at PNC Arena, the Canes 
are now also 6-0 on home ice this postseason. What more 
could you ask for? 

Let's get to some questions. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

Do you think the Canes can steal a game at MSG unlike 
round one at the Garden? - @josh_holdner98 

Can they? Absolutely. Will they? We'll see. 

Steal? Let's outright win, Josh. 

Point blank, the Rangers do not have an all-time elite 
defensive center like Patrice Bergeron. Make no mistake 
though, Bergeron obviously isn't just a defensive center, he 
was the anchor of the Bruins line with the most firepower, so 
that's why Bruce Cassidy wanted to get him away from 
Jordan Staal, another elite defensive center whom clearly 
Boston could not produce against in Raleigh. 

Now, what I suspect the Rangers will do is try and get their 
line of Chris Kreider, Mika Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano (if 
that's what they go back to, they did shuffle the deck a bit 
themselves to start the third), against a line that they can 
have their offensive power shine a little bit more. New York's 
scored just one goal in two games in the series and it was 
somewhat gift wrapped to them, so they're going to try and 
get their offense going in Game Three. 

With that being said, generating any offense against the 
Canes is no walk in the park, so New York still has their work 
cut out for them. 

This is my first playoffs as a Season Ticket Member ever, 
and I've noticed a couple of the boys shaken up during the 
game even if they don't leave with injury. Do you rest players 
during playoff series or will this same lineup carry us all the 
way if they continue producing? - @_amdsoftball 

First things first, welcome to the STM family, Ash! Always 
exciting to hear. 

These guys are tough, huh? 

I do not except anybody to get a rest while games are going 
on, the way they try and rest and heal is on the non-game 
days. A lot of times the day in between games is a limited 
practice, like today. If a player is banged up or played a 
healthy amount of minutes the night before, they're likely not 
on the ice. 

A lot of pride is on the line during the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
and a lot of times guys will only not play if they absolutely 
cannot. 

Plus, the sooner they finish a series, the more rest they get 
as well. 

How's Freddie doing? Recovering well? - 
@FROTNITE_VICROY 

Death, taxes, Frederik Andersen questions for the mailbag. 

The netminder was on the ice again today, doing one-on-one 
work with Goaltending Coach Paul Schonfelder. 

We're getting closer to being able to ask about him, which 
Rod Brind'Amour has politely asked we not do until he takes 
the ice for a full team practice. 

Who starts when Freddie comes back? Do you ride Antti 
Raanta or go with your "#1"? - @ktmuhs_ 

It's Raanta's crease until it's not. He's been incredible! 

His .939 save percentage currently sits second among all 
remaining active goalies that have played four or more 
games in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. Why would you go with 
anyone else? 

I know the defense in front of whoever is in the net deserves 
some love, especially last night for their ability to block shots, 
but let's all enjoy and appreciate what Father Finn has done. 

Is fatigue a concern for Raanta? And should we expect a 
start from Kochetkov eventually? - @xWing_Dan 

Good question! Raanta was asked about his routine after 
Friday night's win. 

"When you start playing more games, you start getting into a 
rhythm. You're not really thinking about too much, you just 
go and play. It almost feels like when the game starts, you're 
ready to play. Sometimes when you're waiting for a couple 
weeks to get into a game your mind starts playing games. 
You start questioning yourself and stuff like that. Now it's 
kind of taking care of your body on the off days and then 
getting ready for a game again. I think playing every second 
day is nice. You stay in a rhythm." 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 22, 2022 

 

He doesn't seem to concerned with fatigue, in fact, he seems 
very happy with playing every other day. Plus, he's getting 
hotter and hotter the longer he's been in this routine. 

So, again, I think it's Raanta's crease until it's not. 

Our forwards have such a strong bond this year (not that 
past years didn't) just more noticeable I guess. Any specific 
reasons why? - @TiffanyB1253 

Also a good question! 

I think you have to start by giving President & General 
Manager Don Waddell and the front office management a 
ton of credit. Both he and Rod Brind'Amour have mentioned 
over the course of the year that it's beyond having just good 
hockey players in the locker room, it's about having good 
people. From my perspective, like yours, it seems like 
they've accomplished that. 

There don't seem to be any egos or anyone who is bigger 
than the team. It really is a group effort. 

Captain Jordan Staal deserves some credit in that too. 

It's a special mix we've got going this year, that's for sure. 

How accurate is the decibel meter on Jumbotron? - 
@JimChapin 

Let's end this week's edition with a fun one. 

Jim asked this one last week and honestly I didn't know. 
However, thanks to the folks at the Entertainment Team, I 
can tell you that the decibel meter on the Jumbotron IS 
accurate. 

Well, kind of. 

What's shown on the scoreboard is a reading from a meter 
that's housed near the control room in one of the upper 
levels at PNC Arena. So, it's accurate for that location, 
however, not the loudest reading taken in the higher building. 
I'm told that it can get to above 130 in the lower bowl, 
regularly. 

Proof? I had the below tweeted at me this morning. You 
Caniacs are nuts, but it is awesome. 

Closing Up Shop 

Thanks to everyone who took the time to ask questions this 
week and equally as important, thank you to you, the 
readers. 

A big day awaits tomorrow. Be ready for 3:30 p.m.
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3 Keys: Hurricanes at Rangers, Game 3 of Eastern Second Round 

Carolina looks to reverse road fortunes, extend series lead; 
New York needs top players to produce 

By Dan Rosen 

(1M) Hurricanes at (2M) Rangers 

Carolina leads best-of-7 series 2-0 

3:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN360, SN (JIP), TVAS 

Gerard Gallant is a believer that the energy a team gets 
playing a home game in the Stanley Cup Playoffs makes a 
difference in how it plays. 

"Big time," the New York Rangers coach said. "It's a huge 
factor. It gets your players revved up. Your building helps 
you. The crowd, the atmosphere, it helps you." 

The Rangers will need that in Game 3 of the Eastern 
Conference Second Round against the Carolina Hurricanes 
at Madison Square Garden on Sunday after scoring one goal 
in consecutive losses at PNC Arena in Games 1 and 2 by a 
combined score of 4-1 (2-1 in overtime in Game 1, 2-0 in 
Game 2). 

New York hasn't scored in 116:05; the Rangers are 3-1 at 
home in the playoffs. 

"Hopefully we can use the crowd at home to our advantage," 
Rangers center Kevin Rooney said. "Our crowd has been 
our No. 1 star this playoffs. They've been awesome for us." 

The Hurricanes did just enough to win Games 1 and 2 at 
home, but they are 0-3 on the road in the playoffs, having 
lost all three games against the Boston Bruins at TD Garden 
in the first round by a combined 14-6, including 4-2 in Game 
3 and 5-2 in Game 4. 

They're using that experience as a lesson of what to guard 
against in the second round. 

"Keep playing our game," defenseman Brady Skjei said. "I 
think we learned a lot in that first series in Boston. I don't 
think we took it for granted, but when you've got a team kind 
of on the ropes like this, you want to really play your best 
hockey. Just play our style of hockey. We know what we 
need to do to be successful. That's what we're planning on 
doing. Trying to stay out of the box as much as we can and 
playing 5-on-5 I think helps us a lot." 

Here are 3 keys to Game 3: 

1. NEW YORK MUST CHARGE POWER PLAY 

Skjei mentioned it: The more this series is played at 5-on-5, 
the better the Hurricanes feel. But they should be feeling 
pretty good about how they played on the penalty kill in 
Game 2. 

The Rangers' power play has been arguably their best 
weapon outside of goalie Igor Shesterkin all season, but in 
Game 2 it was more harmful then helpful. 

They had four opportunities, including a four-minute power 
play on Skjei's double minor for high sticking in the second 
period, but Carolina had the best chances and defenseman 
Brendan Smith scored shorthanded off a 2-on-1 rush to give 
them a 1-0 lead at 15:54 of the second period. 

New York had two shots on goal in 7:38 of power play time; 
adjustments are needed. 

"They pressure pretty hard," Rangers defenseman Jacob 
Trouba said. "It's going to be one pass to break the pressure 
and get your look, and that's where you're going to get your 
chance. It's not going to be as much passing around, moving 
around, hitting seams, making the plays you set up, because 
they don't allow you to do that." 

2. REVERSING ROAD WOES 

Sticking with the special teams' theme, a big problem for the 
Hurricanes in their three first-round road games against the 
Bruins was discipline. 

They were on the penalty kill 17 times in the three games, 
including nine times in Game 4. Boston scored five power-
play goals at home in the series, a big reason why it won all 
three. 

By comparison, Carolina has been on the penalty kill 17 
times in six home games, allowing one goal. It has won all 
six games. 

As aggressive as they are on the penalty kill and as good as 
they were in Game 2, the Hurricanes can't play with fire, 
either. The more opportunities they give the Rangers on the 
power play, the worse it could get for them. 

New York is 4-for-12 on the power play at home in the 
playoffs. 

3. RANGERS' STARS NEED TO STEP UP 

Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider and Andrew Copp combined 
for zero shots on goal in Game 2. Mika Zibanejad and Frank 
Vatrano each had two, and Ryan Strome had one. Do the 
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math and that's five shots on goal from New York's top six 
forwards Friday. 

It's notable that Carolina hasn't gotten much from its top two 
lines either, but Sebastian Aho has delivered in the clutch; 
the first-line center scored the game-tying goal with 2:23 left 
in the third period of Game 1 and Aho and forward Teuvo 
Teravainen combined to set up Smith's shorthanded goal in 
Game 2. 

The Rangers might need a clutch play from a top player to 
win Game 3. 

"I want more offense from our top players and I'm sure 
[Hurricanes coach Rod] Brind'Amour is saying the same 
thing," Gallant said. "But they're 2-0 and we're 0-2, so we've 
got to find a way to get a little bit more." 

HURRICANES PROJECTED LINEUP 

Teuvo Teravainen -- Sebastian Aho -- Seth Jarvis 

Andrei Svechnikov -- Vincent Trocheck -- Martin Necas 

Nino Niederreiter -- Jordan Staal -- Jesper Fast 

Max Domi -- Jesperi Kotkaniemi -- Steven Lorentz 

Jaccob Slavin -- Tony DeAngelo 

Brady Skjei -- Brett Pesce 

Brendan Smith -- Ian Cole 

Antti Raanta 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Scratched: Ethan Bear, Derek Stepan, Jordan Martinook  

Injured: Frederik Andersen (lower body) 

RANGERS PROJECTED LINEUP 

Chris Kreider -- Mika Zibanejad -- Frank Vatrano 

Artemi Panarin -- Ryan Strome -- Alexis Lafreniere 

Andrew Copp -- Filip Chytil -- Kaapo Kakko 

Tyler Motte -- Kevin Rooney -- Ryan Reaves 

Ryan Lindgren -- Adam Fox 

K'Andre Miller -- Jacob Trouba 

Justin Braun -- Braden Schneider 

Igor Shesterkin 

Alexandar Georgiev 

Scratched: Patrik Nemeth, Libor Hajek, Greg McKegg, Julien 
Gauthier, Jonny Brodzinski, Dryden Hunt  

Injured: Barclay Goodrow (lower body), Sammy Blais (knee) 

STATUS REPORT 

Martinook is healthy enough to play, Brind'Amour said; the 
forward had been out with a lower-body injury. But the 
Hurricanes are not expected to make any lineup changes, so 
Martinook likely will likely miss his seventh straight game. … 
The Rangers' projected forward lines match what they used 
for most of the third period of Game 2, when Lafreniere and 
Copp switched places. Lafreniere moved up from left wing on 
the third line to play right wing on the second line and Copp 
dropped into Lafreniere's vacated spot as right wing on the 
third line.
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Rangers may have to take more risks in Game 3 against Hurricanes 

Seeking answers on offense, first win of Eastern Second 
Round 

By Dan Rosen 

The New York Rangers need someone to make a big play, 
score a big goal, deliver in the clutch. 

It didn't happen in Games 1 and 2 of the Eastern Conference 
Second Round at the Carolina Hurricanes. It has to happen 
in Game 3 at home Sunday (3:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN360, 
SN(JIP), TVAS) or the Rangers might finally find themselves 
in too deep of a hole. 

Carolina leads the best-of-7 series after a 2-1 overtime win in 
Game 1 on Wednesday and a 2-0 win in Game 2 on Friday. 

"I want more offense from our top players and I'm sure 
[Hurricanes coach Rod] Brind'Amour is saying the same 
thing," New York coach Gerard Gallant said. "But they're 2-0 
and we're 0-2 so we've got to find a way to get a little bit 
more." 

It's easier said than done against the Hurricanes, who 
allowed the fewest goals per game in the regular season 
(2.44) -- a hair better than the Rangers (2.49), who ranked 
second -- and had the best penalty kill too (88.0 percent). 

"We have a good defense," Brind'Amour said. "We have a 
really solid group back there. You're going to have to earn 
your chances for the most part against us. That's both 
teams. We're not getting much going the other way either. 
Both teams are fighting for every inch out there." 

Brind'Amour is right. The Rangers are defending just as well 
as the Hurricanes, limiting scoring chances and second-
chance opportunities, keeping the middle of the ice clean, 
keeping Carolina to the outside. Igor Shesterkin has had to 
make a few big saves but hasn't had to be Superman. 

New York has a 49-48 edge in shots on goal through two 
games. Carolina has a 119-113 advantage in shot attempts. 
Shesterkin has allowed three goals in two games and lost 
both. 

"They had nine chances last night and we had five or six, so 
it was a defensive battle," Gallant said. "So, I'm not going to 
blame our guys for not creating scoring chances. Their guys 
didn't have a whole lot either." 

But of the Hurricanes' four goals in the series, center 
Sebastian Aho, who led Carolina with 81 points (37 goals, 44 
assists) in the regular season, has points on three. He 
scored the tying goal with 2:23 left in the third period of 
Game 1 and had the primary assist on Brendan Smith's 
shorthanded goal at 16:54 of the second period in Game 2. 

Aho also scored an empty-net goal to seal Carolina's win in 
Game 2. 

Teuvo Teravainen, the left wing on Aho's line since the third 
period of Game 1, assisted on Aho's tying goal and Smith's 
go-ahead goal. Seth Jarvis, the right wing with Aho and 
Teravainen, also has an assist. 

The Rangers, meanwhile, have no points from their top six 
forwards. The lone goal came from their third line, with Filip 
Chytil scoring off a pass from Alexis Lafreniere 7:07 into the 
first period of Game 1. 

Artemi Panarin and Chris Kreider did not have a shot on goal 
in Game 2 after combining for three in Game 1. Mika 
Zibanejad had two shots in each of the first two games. 

Panarin, Kreider and Zibanejad combined for 25 points (11 
goals, 14 assists) in seven games in the first round against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, when the Rangers came back from 
trailing the series 3-1. Zibanejad scored the tying goal with 
5:45 left in the third period of Game 7, and Panarin scored 
on the power play in overtime for a 4-3 win. 

The lack of power-play time in Game 1 (27 seconds) and the 
struggles with the man-advantage in Game 2 (0-for-4, two 
shots on goal, shorthanded goal against) have played a role 
in the lack of offense from Panarin, Kreider, Zibanejad, 
defenseman Adam Fox and forward Ryan Strome. 

"I'm seeing a great penalty kill put a lot of pressure on them 
and we didn't find the inside man very often in the slot, the 
bumper guy," Gallant said. "They put a lot of pressure and 
we just didn't adjust quick enough. Got to compete a little 
harder, I think." 

But the difference between how the Rangers' top players 
played against the Penguins versus how they're playing 
against the Hurricanes comes down to risk. 

They played with more risk against Pittsburgh because the 
games weren't being played as tightly defensively. There 
was more open ice and players like Panarin, Kreider, 
Zibanejad and Fox took advantage of it. 

Yes, there were turnovers that fueled the Penguins' transition 
at times, but there was also a reward on the offensive end for 
the Rangers. 

New York might have to increase the risk in its game Sunday 
because without it in Games 1 and 2 there was no reward. 

"Get more pucks to the net, more bodies to the net, more 
traffic," defenseman Jacob Trouba said. "Create your own 
look, create your own bounces. That's got to be a little more 
of our mindset."
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Slavin emulating Lidstrom for Hurricanes entering Game 3 against Rangers 

Defenseman praised by Hall of Famer for poised play with 
Carolina in Eastern Second Round 

By Dan Rosen 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Brendan Smith was going on and on about 
Jaccob Slavin, one Carolina Hurricanes defenseman raving 
about another, when he drew a comparison that in most 
instances would be considered a reach. 

"I've gotten to play with some great players like Nicklas 
Lidstrom, and now I'm comparing some similarities," Smith 
said Wednesday before Game 1 of the Eastern Conference 
Second Round against the New York Rangers. "He's going 
to be happy with me saying that, but there are some of those 
things that I see." 

Slavin's game is in many respects a carbon copy of 
Lidstrom's, minus, of course, the seven times the Hockey 
Hall of Famer won the Norris Trophy (2001-03, 2006-08, 
2011) voted as the best defenseman in the NHL and the four 
times he won the Stanley Cup with the Detroit Red Wings 
(1997, 1998, 2002, 2008). 

Lidstrom prided himself on being positionally sound, always 
on the right side of the puck, strong with his stick, leading the 
breakout, playing big minutes against top players and rarely 
sitting in the penalty box. 

He was affectionally called "The Perfect Human" even if he 
wasn't always perfect. Mike Babcock, who coached the 
defenseman in Detroit, once said Lidstrom "is so good that 
he even laces up his skates better than anyone else." 

That is Slavin to a T, though no one is vouching for how he 
ties his skates. 

"If we ever could put some championships here then you 
would be talking about them in the same breath I think," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. 

Slavin said, "That's a big comparison." 

Lidstrom is buying it. 

"I know Jaccob as a real solid, two-way defenseman that can 
play in all situations," Lidstrom told NHL.com. "He's not 
overly physical but very sound positionally. That was one of 
my strengths." 

Slavin's ability to play to his strengths is one of the biggest 
reasons why the Hurricanes have been a top team in the 
NHL for four straight seasons and in the second round of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs for the third time since 2019.  

They lead the best-of-7 series against the Rangers after a 2-
0 win in Game 2 here Friday. Game 3 is at New York on 
Sunday (3:30 p.m. ET; ESPN, SN360, SN (JIP), TVAS). 

Slavin has eight points (two goals, six assists) in the playoffs 
after putting up 42 points (four goals, 38 assists) and a plus-
35 rating, each an NHL career high, in 79 regular-season 
games. 

"I've never been a physical guy," Slavin said. "My dad would 
always get mad at me when I was a kid because I would 
lunge for pucks, I'd always be reaching. Definitely something 

I've always relied on is my stickwork and obviously I got 
better at it as I got older, I wasn't lunging as much. I've 
always been that way." 

Slavin's mild-mannered, grounded, faith-based personality 
off the ice fits the image he portrays on the ice.  

He doesn't get rattled. He doesn't get drawn into post-whistle 
scrums. He doesn't yell. He doesn't complain.  

"He's poised, he's calm," Carolina forward Vincent Trocheck 
said. "He's not a guy you're going to draw into a coincidental 
minor." 

Slavin was named a finalist Wednesday for the Lady Byng 
Trophy, along with Winnipeg Jets forward Kyle Connor and 
Minnesota Wild defenseman Jared Spurgeon, after winning it 
last season. The award is given to the player voted to best 
combine sportsmanship, gentlemanly conduct and ability.  

He led Carolina by averaging 23:02 of ice time per game in 
the regular season and played against top lines almost every 
game but had only 10 penalty minutes: four for hooking, four 
for tripping and two for holding. He did not commit a penalty 
in his last 35 regular-season games. 

Slavin has two penalty minutes in nine playoff games this 
season; he flipped the puck over the glass from the 
defensive zone and caused a delay of game in Game 6 of 
the first round against the Boston Bruins. 

Slavin had two penalty minutes in 52 games last season, 
when he averaged 22:59 of ice time per game. He had 10 in 
68 games in 2019-20, averaging 23:24 of ice time. 

"I talked the other day about awards and naming them for 
players," Brind'Amour said. "You could name it (Lady Byng) 
after him and everyone would get it. Plays the right way and 
does it at a high level. It's special." 

Smith said of Slavin, "He's obviously fleet of foot and he's big 
and strong, and the fact that he can do that and stay out of 
the box, I don't know what that's like, so I can't say. When 
you watch him on the penalty kill, teams try to break in on his 
side, and they don't." 

The comparisons to Lidstrom, though humbling, make sense 
to Slavin. He has always tried to play like Lidstrom, who 
averaged 25.7 penalty minutes (514 in 1,564 games) per 
season across his 20 NHL seasons, all with the Red Wings. 

Slavin is averaging 10 penalty minutes (70 in 508 games) in 
his seven NHL seasons. 

"I loved his game," Slavin said. "Obviously, he's one of the 
best defensemen to ever play the game. Always in the right 
position, always had a great stick. That was definitely a guy I 
always wanted to model my game after." 

Slavin also said he gained a lot from watching former NHL 
defenseman Niklas Hjalmarsson when Slavin was playing 
junior hockey for Chicago of the United States Hockey 
League and Hjalmarsson was with the Chicago Blackhawks. 

"I remember watching his game and his stickwork was just 
unbelievable, comfortable making backhand passes, 
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whatever it was," Slavin said. "Just a solid defenseman and I 
loved his game. I was 17 years old at the time.  

"But Lidstrom is probably the biggest one growing up."

 

 

 

Carolina brings 2-0 lead into game 3 against New York 

Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. New York Rangers (52-24-6, second in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

New York; Sunday, 3:30 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -119, Rangers -
101; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS SECOND ROUND: Hurricanes lead series 
2-0 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the New York 
Rangers in the second round of the NHL Playoffs with a 2-0 
lead in the series. The teams meet Friday for the sixth time 
this season. The Hurricanes won 2-0 in the previous 
matchup. 

New York is 14-8-1 against the Metropolitan Division and 52-
24-6 overall. The Rangers are 17-6-3 in games decided by 
one goal. 

Carolina has gone 54-20-8 overall with a 13-8-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Hurricanes have gone 13-6-2 
in games their opponents commit more penalties. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Mika Zibanejad has 30 goals and 52 
assists for the Rangers. Chris Kreider has five goals and two 
assists over the last 10 games. 

Sebastian Aho has 37 goals and 44 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Seth Jarvis has scored three goals with four 
assists over the past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Rangers: 5-3-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.6 
assists, 3.9 penalties and eight penalty minutes while giving 
up 3.2 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 7-3-0, averaging 3.4 goals, 5.8 assists, 4.3 
penalties and nine penalty minutes while giving up 2.2 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Rangers: Barclay Goodrow: out (lower body), 
Sammy Blais: out for season (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: day to day (lower-body), 
Frederik Andersen: out (lower body), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back).
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2022 Stanley Cup playoffs: Ex-Rangers playing big role in Hurricanes' success 

By Greg Wyshynski 

NEW YORK -- Tony DeAngelo swears that playing the New 
York Rangers in the second round of the Stanley Cup 
playoffs doesn't change anything on his end. 

"I could care less who the opponent is," the Carolina 
Hurricanes defenseman said. "Real good team. Real good 
power play. I know from experience." 

DeAngelo wore a Rangers jersey for four seasons. He is one 
of six current Hurricanes who recently played for the 
Blueshirts, including forward Jesper Fast (seven seasons), 
goalie Antti Raanta (two), defenseman Brady Skjei (five), 
defenseman Brendan Smith (five) and center Derek Stepan 
(seven). 

Once local heroes, they enter enemy territory for Game 3 on 
Sunday at Madison Square Garden (3:30 ET, ESPN). At 
least they know what they're in for. 

"I think anytime you have familiarity, it helps. But I think more 
than anything, it's just a lot of guys with playoff experience," 
Smith said. "I would take that more than MSG experience, 
but I think that helps for sure." 

Here's a look at the Broadway past for six current Hurricanes 
and how they feel about this battle among friends. 

Tony DeAngelo, defenseman 

DeAngelo has the most noteworthy connection to the 
Rangers, having had the most unceremonious departure. 

The Arizona Coyotes traded him to the Rangers in June 
2017 along with a first-round pick. Because the NHL has 
more random interpersonal connections than "Game of 
Thrones," he was actually traded for his current teammates 
and fellow ex-Rangers Raanta and Stepan. 

DeAngelo played 167 games for the Rangers in four 
seasons, amassing 92 points. Most of that was logged in 
2019-20, when DeAngelo had 53 points in 68 games, when 
he finished 12th for the Norris Trophy. 

DeAngelo had a history of disciplinary issues before joining 
the Rangers. He was suspended twice during his junior 
career in the OHL, including for violating the league's policy 
covering "homophobic, racist, and sexist language" and 
abuse of officials. He also was suspended for three NHL 
games in 2017, while with the Coyotes, for physical abuse of 
officials. 

"It's never happened again. I was regretful of it," DeAngelo 
has said of the slur. "I'm still friends with that guy and took 
the time to apologize to him. I did what I had to do there, 
went to some [sports psychology] counseling classes back 
then. It was in the heat of the moment of the game, and I 
wish I could take it back. It hasn't happened again, and it will 
not happen again." 

His time with the Rangers effectively ended in February 
2021. He was kicked off the team after six games for 
disruptive behavior, which included a physical altercation 
with goaltender Alexandar Georgiev after a game. They 
bought out the last year of his two-year contract in June, 
making him a free agent. 

After losing offensive defenseman Dougie Hamilton in free 
agency, the Hurricanes inked DeAngelo to a one-year 
contract worth $1 million. DeAngelo ended up as their fourth-
leading scorer this season with 51 points in 64 games. 

Was he concerned about the reaction from a playoff-pumped 
crowd at Madison Square Garden when he touches the 
puck? 

"I could care less. I don't care who boos me. If they want to 
boo me, be my guest," DeAngelo said. "What are you 
booing? You're booing a guy skating up the ice." 

He said there's familiarity between him and his former 
teammates on the ice. 

"I think that there's some stuff, especially what the forwards 
do," he said. "I'm sure they'd say the same thing about me in 
their locker room." 

What are they saying about DeAngelo in the Rangers' locker 
room? 

"I don't know," DeAngelo said. "You guys probably think 
about mean things, but I think it's nice things." 

Jesper Fast, right wing 

Fast was an underrated gem with the Rangers from 2013-14 
through 2019-20. He was one of their best defensive 
forwards, he killed penalties and he had strong underlying 
numbers while pitching in offensively. 

He was a five-time winner of the Rangers' Player's Player 
Award -- given to the player who best exemplifies what it is to 
be a great team player -- which tied him with franchise icon 
Jean Ratelle for most wins. 

He left for a three-year contract with the Hurricanes in 2020. 

"It's a little weird, but that's how it goes. There's always a 
business side to it. It happens," Fast said. "Looking at the 
players they got in the draft, and the players they got in the 
offseason, I'm not surprised at the season they're having." 

Fast had 34 points in 82 games for the Hurricanes, both 
career highs. He doesn't think the trip back to Madison 
Square Garden for a playoff series will be awkward -- for 
himself or the other ex-Rangers. 

"Maybe at the beginning of the year, when we were all 
coming in. But now that we've played them, that's behind us 
now," he said. 
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Brady Skjei, defenseman 

Skjei played five seasons with the Rangers, skating 307 
games. He was in the second year of a six-year contract 
worth $31.5 million when the Rangers flipped him to the 
Hurricanes -- both due to their salary-cap constraints and 
because Carolina was willing to ante up a first-round pick. 

Smith played with Skjei in New York. 

"Honestly, I saw it right off the bat. I was able to play with 
him right when I was traded. The sky was the limit with him," 
Smith said. "You know everything that he can do. He's so 
gifted. He's one of the fastest D-men in the League. This 
year, he's been put in a real position to succeed. If he's not 
our best D-man, he's right there." 

Skjei has played 141 games with the Hurricanes, including 
82 games this season, and posted 50 points. He is third on 
the team in average ice this this postseason (21:03). 

"We just need to go in there are play like it's any other game. 
Play our style. We'll be all right," Skjei said. 

Derek Stepan, center 

Stepan was a Rangers mainstay and fan favorite for seven 
years, amassing 360 points in 515 games. He had 15 points 
in 24 games during their run to the Stanley Cup Final in 
2014. He was traded by the Rangers with Raanta to the 
Coyotes for DeAngelo and a first-round pick. 

The Hurricanes are his third team in three years, with a stop 
in Ottawa between Arizona and Carolina. He had 19 points in 
58 games with the Hurricanes this season, moving in and out 
of the lineup. Stepan appeared in Games 4, 5 and 6 against 
the Boston Bruins, playing under 8 minutes in two of the 
three. 

"Nobody likes being out. I'm no different," Stepan said at the 
end of the regular season. 

Brendan Smith, defenseman 

Smith played five seasons with the Rangers after being 
acquired from the Detroit Red Wings in the 2016-17 season. 
His tenure didn't start off well. Smith was less than eight 
months into a four-year, $17.4 million contract when the 
Rangers put him on waivers on Feb. 8, 2018 -- his 29th 
birthday. He has said his confidence was shot, but he stayed 
in the NHL by any means necessarily. That included a move 
from defense to forward in 2019. 

Smith was signed by the Hurricanes in July 2021 and played 
45 games with them in the regular season. 

"Playoffs is a whole different ballgame," he said. "I just try to 
keep myself prepared and ready. I envision myself playing at 
this time. I think you have to." 

Smith has played in all nine playoff games for the Canes and 
has three points -- including the game-winning, short-handed 
goal in Game 2 against the Rangers. 

He said his time in New York has informed his approach to 
playing them in the postseason. 

"There's still some tendencies, obviously. I think [coach] 
Gerard Gallant has done a fantastic job with that group. He's 
harnessed and moved them in the right direction. They made 
some great offseason acquisitions. But you know their 
tendencies by practicing with them for 4½ years, so I know 
some of those guys there," Smith said. 

Guys like Artemi Panarin, against whom the Hurricanes have 
played well defensively in the series. He didn't register a shot 
in Game 2. 

"Our battle level is high. They're great players. We took their 
time and space. I think that's the big thing," Smith said. 
"There are a lot of times when Breadman tries to create his 
space, but if you stay with him, try to take that space away 
from him, he can't make those elite plays." 

Antti Raanta, goalie 

Raanta spent two seasons with the Rangers, from 2015 to 
2017. He appeared in 55 games, went 27-14-5 and posted 
an impressive .921 save percentage. They moved him to the 
Coyotes, with whom he played 104 games over four 
seasons, excelling when he was healthy. 

Smith was so effusive in his praise of Raanta after Game 2 
versus New York that he evoked a name that's sacrosanct to 
Rangers fans: The King, Henrik Lundqvist. 

"I just think it's pretty remarkable what he's done, right? 
Coming in and playing the way he is ... it's a testament to 
how hard he works in practice. He battles in practice. He 
didn't want to get scored on any time. I think it carries over," 
Smith said. "He never wanted to be scored on. Even in 
practice. He'd get upset when you did. Maybe that rubbed off 
on [Raanta], playing with him." 

The Hurricanes signed Raanta as a free agent last summer, 
and he has had the crease nearly all postseason in place of 
injured starter Frederik Andersen, outside of two 
appearances by rookie goalie Pyotr Kochetkov against 
Boston. Raanta has a .939 save percentage, going 5-2 in 
eight games. 

Raanta said he has fond memories of his time in New York, 
including the birth of his daughter and playing with Lundqvist 
for two seasons. 

"When I was in New York, obviously what Hank was doing 
there was eye-opening for me. It was 2015, probably his 
seventh or eighth year in the league. He was one of the best 
goalies," Raanta said. "I was like, 'Obviously, this is the 
reason why he's the best goalie.' He was always working, 
always trying to get better. In New York, he was one of the 
best in the league. As a goalie and as a human being, it was 
fun to work with him and get to know him." 

Now, Raanta has a chance to extend the Hurricanes' lead in 
the series in Lundqvist's old stomping grounds. 

"The atmosphere in MSG is pretty nice," Raanta said, "when 
you play there as the home team."
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About Last Night: An unlikely hero, again 

The Carolina Hurricanes, thanks to a goal from Brendan 
Smith and shutout from Antti Raanta, took a 2-0 lead over 
the Rangers Friday night in PNC.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

In another tightly contested game with another unlikely goal-
scoring hero, the Carolina Hurricanes took hold of a 2-0 
series lead Friday night with a 2-0 win over the Rangers in 
PNC Arena.  

Defenseman Brendan Smith broke the stalemate in the 
second period, while Sebastian Aho added an empty netter 
to ice things. Antti Raanta picked up the first postseason 
shutout of his NHL career, stopping all 21 shots he faced 
Friday night.  

About last night: 

Getting it from everybody 

If you had Ian Cole and Brendan Smith as the providers of 
the first two game-winning goals in this series, please stop 
lying.  

After Cole, who scored just two goals in the regular season 
and had just one playoff goal in his illustrious playoff career, 
scored the overtime winner in game one, it was his third-
pairing partner in crime Smith who scored the goal the 
Canes needed to win game two on Friday night.  

It was the most unlikely of players in the most unlikely of 
scenarios, as Aho got out on a shorthanded rush as the 
Canes killed off a four-minute penalty on Brady Skjei. It was 
Smith who crashed the net and received a brilliant pass from 
Aho, putting it past Igor Shesterkin for the game’s first goal.  

When asked if he was surprised to see it was Cole on the 
other side of the 2-on-1, Aho provided some honesty. 

“A little bit to be honest,” Aho said. “But it was a great read 
by him and a huge goal.” 

Rod Brind’Amour has talked all season, but particularly in the 
playoffs, about needing everyone on the ice to contribute, 
and there’s nothing more apparent of that in these first two 
games than huge goals from Cole and Smith.  

“That’s kind of what we talked about last series,” 
Brind’Amour said. “You’re always happy for the guys to get 
these moments. Moment the other night for [Ian Cole]. 
Moment tonight with [Brendan Smith] getting a big goal. 
That’s why you play the game and you love to see the guys 
enjoy the game.” 

A defensive clinic, another standout performance from 
Raanta 

The Hurricanes and the Rangers certainly didn’t play the 
most exciting hockey game in the world Friday night, but that 
doesn’t mean it wasn’t a strong one for the Hurricanes.  

While they didn’t generate too much in the terms of offense, 
the Canes were brilliant defensively as they completely 
stifled the Rangers throughout the night.  

Carolina held New York to just 21 shots on goal and just 24 
scoring chances over the course of 60 minutes, as the 
Rangers mustered just eight high-danger chances against 
Raanta and finished the night with a pretty low 1.84 xGF.  

The Rangers didn’t do a great job of getting into dangerous 
areas, and when they did Raanta was as phenomenal as 
he’s been all series long.  

He stopped everything that came his way and gave up just 
three rebound shots against, doing a great job of controlling 
the puck while being an impenetrable wall between the pipes 
for the Hurricanes.  

Raanta has been so good for the Canes all playoffs, a pretty 
remarkable feat for a veteran goalie with no real playoff 
experience who also probably didn’t expect to be playing in 
many of these games.  

“It’s great to see,” Aho said. “The team gets a lot of 
momentum, a lot of confidence in their own play when you 
see your goalie playing at that level. He’s been unbelievable. 
I’m happy for the guy and it’s a good situation with him.” 

The NHL’s blood rule is stupid 

It didn’t end up making a difference in the game — in fact it 
was the Canes who ended up scoring during the four 
minutes — but the NHL’s high-sticking blood rule is stupid 
and dumb and needs to go away.  

Brady Skjei got whistled for a high sticking against Alexis 
Lafreniere during the second period, and the Rangers got 
four minutes on the power play because of the tiniest of cuts 
on Lafreniere’s nose.  

The Canes have benefited from it during the postseason — 
Tony DeAngelo got cut badly earlier — but it’s still a dumb 
rule. Smack someone full speed with the full brunt of your 
blade and it doesn’t draw blood: two minutes. Barely clip 
someone with the end of the blade and it draws blood: four 
minutes.  

I hate the rule and have always hated the rule, and this 
seems like a good time to bring it on the road.  

Now do it on the road 

The Canes have a 2-0 series lead over the New York 
Rangers after two games at home.  
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The Canes also had a 2-0 series lead over the Boston Bruins 
after two games at home.  

It’s been a very different looking first two games, and it’s a 
completely different matchup, but the Canes now have to 

prove they can go do it on the road in Madison Square 
Garden.  

They can, but they need to play better than they did in 
Boston, that much is for sure.

 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. New York Rangers: Game 3 Preview 

Things shift from PNC Arena to Madison Square Garden as 
the Canes look to get their first win on the road of the 
postseason. 

By Alec_Sawyer 

Carolina Hurricanes (2-0) vs. New York Rangers (0-2) 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2, Game 3 
Sunday, May 22, 2022 - 3:30 p.m. ET 
Madison Square Garden — New York, NY 

Watch: ESPN 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 

SBN Opposition: Blueshirt Banter 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

As was the case in the first round as well, the Carolina 
Hurricanes have handled their business with the home-ice 
advantage so far in this second-round series with the New 
York Rangers.  

The Canes, up 2-0 after two close games at home, will now 
look to do something they haven’t done yet this year: win a 
game on the road in the postseason. To do it they’ll have to 
win in Madison Square Garden, a house of horrors over the 
years for the Canes but a place Carolina went 2-0 during this 
year’s regular season.  

So far this series for the Canes it’s been the unsung heroes 
stepping up, with the unlikeliest of game-winning goal duos 
in Ian Cole and Brendan Smith providing the tallies. 
Sebastian Aho has scored the other two goals for the Canes 
in the series, while the Rangers have found the back of the 
net just once in 123:12 of play.  

Antti Raanta, with a stellar defense in front of him, has 
continued to be a point of excellence for the Hurricanes, who 
will certainly hope for that to continue on the road in Sunday 
afternoon’s game three.  

The Canes aren’t going to win the Stanley Cup, or even get 
to the finals, without a win on the road. Carolina will hope 
that starts Sunday in game three, looking to take a 

commanding 3-0 lead over the Rangers rather than let New 
York climb right back into the series like Boston did.  

Game Notes 

 Teuvo Teravainen is the Hurricane who carries a 
point streak into game three, as Teravainen has an 
assist in three straight games dating back to game 
seven against the Bruins. 

 Sebastian Aho, who had an assist and a goal in 
game two, is now tied with Eric Staal for the most 
postseason assists in franchise history. Aho is also 
now tied with Ron Francis for the most playoff 
assists in franchise history. Good chance that Aho 
is alone atop both of those leaderboards here soon.  

 But wait, we’re not done with Aho’s franchise 
records. He’s also just one goal away from tying 
Staal’s franchise record for postseason goals. 
There’s a very, very good chance that Aho will hold 
the franchise record in postseason points, goals 
and assists by the end of this series. Aho is 24.  

 Not to be outshined by Aho, Jaccob Slavin is also 
just two assists away from passing Staal’s franchise 
mark in the postseason, though Slavin will probably 
see the gap between him and Aho grow as things 
move along.  

 Brendan Smith’s game-winning goal in game two 
was just the second shorthanded goal by a 
defenseman in Carolina’s playoff history. The other 
came from Mike Commodore in the 2006 Eastern 
Conference Finals.  

 With Ian Cole’s game one overtime winner followed 
by Smith’s game two shorty, Cole and Smith are the 
first defensemen in Carolina history to have game-
winning goals in back-to-back playoff games.  

 Aho, Teravainen and Jordan Staal have played in 
every single postseason game for the Hurricanes 
since 2019, and the trio is tied for 10th in franchise 
history for postseason games played. They’ll all 
jump up to a tie for ninth Sunday, joining Jordan’s 
brother Eric.
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Wolves own Game 1 

Three straight goals in the second period spark big Wolves 
victory  

The Chicago Wolves reeled off three straight goals in the 
final 11 minutes of the second period to trigger a 6-2 victory 
over the Milwaukee Admirals Saturday night at Allstate 
Arena in Game 1 of the Central Division Finals. 

Forward Jack Drury scored two goals and Josh Leivo, 
Jamieson Rees, Andrew Poturalski and Stelio Mattheos also 
tallied for the Wolves (4-0), who received three assists from 
defenseman Max Lajoie and 33 saves by goaltender Alex 
Lyon. 

The Wolves, who have won all four of their Calder Cup 
Playoff games by at least 3 goals, host Game 2 of the best-
of-5 series at 3 p.m. Sunday at Allstate Arena. 

“We want to play fast and move pucks quick,” said Wolves 
head coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We were fortunate to score 
some goals off of it, but they’ll make some adjustments and 
we’ll have to adjust, too, and be ready for tomorrow.” 

The Wolves jumped on top just 32 seconds into the series. 
Defenseman Jalen Chatfield and Leivo worked the puck out 
of the defensive zone and fed Drury in stride for a 2-on-1 
opportunity. While David Gust raced down the right wing to 
keep the lone Milwaukee defender occupied, Drury headed 
toward the net and fired a wrister that beat goaltender 
Connor Ingram to set the tone on the game’s first shot. 

Milwaukee (3-3) pulled even on Cole Schneider’s goal 1:31 
into the second period. Joseph LaBate collected a dumped 
puck behind the Wolves net, spied Schneider alone at the 
bottom of the right circle and fed him for a quick wrister that 
banged in off the post. 

Leivo regained the lead for the Wolves at 9:30 of the second. 
Stationed below the Wolves goal line, Chatfield sizzled a 
long stretch pass down the right side that caught Leivo in 
stride. The veteran forward pulled up at the top of the right 
circle and ripped a slap shot that went bar-down over 
Ingram’s glove for a 2-1 Wolves lead. 

The Wolves’ fourth line came through with 3:57 left in the 
second to give Chicago a 3-1 lead. The Wolves’ forwards 
hustled back to stop a Milwaukee rush, then defenseman 
Josh Jacobs and Mattheos quickly turned around the puck to 
rookie center Vasili Ponomarev. He carried it just inside the 
offensive zone along the right wall and spotted Rees flying 
past two Milwaukee forwards into the clear. Rees took the 
pass in the slot and tucked a backhand past Ingram. 

Chicago added a backbreaker with 1.2 seconds to go in the 
second. Milwaukee appeared content to run out the clock 
with a conservative pass in front of the benches, but Lajoie 
broke it up and deflected it to CJ Smith at center ice. He fed 
it ahead to Poturalski, who unleashed a blast just inside the 
blue line for a 4-1 lead just before the horn. 

Milwaukee chopped into the lead with Jimmy Huntington’s 
power-play goal at 2:29 of the third, but the Wolves’ fourth 
line responded just 34 seconds later as Rees set up 
Mattheos for a snapper at 3:03 to give the Wolves a 5-2 
margin. 

Milwaukee head coach Karl Taylor removed his goaltender 
with 4:04 to play to try to spark a rally, but Drury delivered an 
empty-net goal from the red line with 3:20 to go. 

Lyon (4-0) recorded his highest save total of the postseason 
(33) to keep his record spotless. Ingram (1-2) stopped 17 of 
21 shots in the opening 40 minutes before being replaced by 
Devin Cooley, who posted 12 saves in the third. 

The Wolves host the Admirals in Game 2 at 3 p.m. Sunday 
for Papa Johns Family Sunday, which features several fun 
activities for the whole family. The scene shifts to Milwaukee 
for Game 3 Wednesday night and, if necessary, Game 4 
Friday night. The Wolves will host Game 5, if necessary, at 3 
p.m. Sunday, May 29. For the best ticket deals, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.

   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 22, 2022 

 

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261666767.html 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-number-28-off-to-the-big-apple/c-334230884 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-3-preview/c-334234370 
https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-rangers-seeking-answers-on-offense/c-334234682 

https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-jaccob-slavin-drawing-comparisons-to-nicklas-lidstrom/c-334230656 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-mika-zibanejad-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-44e6b46bb81148c2b08ce5239dedd3dc 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/insider/insider/story/_/id/33960741/2022-stanley-cup-playoffs-ex-rangers-playing-big-role-hurricanes-success 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/21/23135829/about-last-night-an-unlikely-hero-again 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/22/23135915/carolina-hurricanes-vs-new-york-rangers-game-3-preview 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/21/wolves-own-game-1/ 
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Why Antti Raanta and the Hurricanes may have the Rangers to thank for 
playoff success 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

UPDATED MAY 21, 2022 2:23 PM 

 

RALEIGH 

Sebastian Aho was still speaking to the media late Friday night when 
Brendan Smith slipped into the room. 

The defenseman plopped down on a table, his face flushed, the definition 
of being exhausted in victory. When Aho finished up and was leaving, the 
two shared a quick fist bump. 

Fitting, of course. It was Aho and Smith who teamed up on the winning 
goal in the Carolina Hurricanes’ 2-0 win over the New York Rangers in 
Game 2 of their Stanley Cup playoff series. 

It came shorthanded late in the second period. Aho took a pass from 
Teuvo Teravainen, skated down the right wing and threaded a pass 
through the legs of defenseman Adam Fox to an open Smith, who was 
skating as fast as his 33-year-old legs would take him. 

“He put it right on the money,” Smith said. 

Aho added an empty-net goal in the final seconds or regulation to cap off 
a victory that has the Canes taking a 2-0 series lead to New York for 
Games 3 and 4. The Canes soon swarmed, again, around goalie Antti 
Raanta, who had the 21-save shutout and added to the feel-good story 
the guy the Canes called “Father Finn” is putting together in the playoffs. 

There was a time when the Hurricanes seemingly could not beat the 
Rangers, not very often. Not with goalie Henrik Lundqvist in net for the 
Rangers and certainly not at Madison Square Garden, where any 

number of things usually went wrong for the Canes and right for the 
Rangers. 

In an interesting twist, some of the players the Rangers let get away or 
sent away in recent years are helping beat the Rangers and put them in 
the 2-0 series hole — Smith, Brady Skjei, Jesper Fast and Tony 
DeAngelo among them. 

A year ago Smith was with the Rangers. Deemed expendable, he signed 
a one-year, $800,000 free-agent contract with Carolina, a team that 
wanted him, a team he believed could contend for the Cup. 

Carolina Hurricanesí Brendan Smith (7) reacts after scoring on New York 
Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) to give the Hurricanes a 1-0 lead in 
the second period on Friday, May 20, 2022 during game two of the 
Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

And there’s Raanta. Smith said that in Raanta’s two years with the 
Rangers, it was as if some of the innate competitiveness and mental 
toughness of “King Henrik” had an influence on Raanta. 

“He doesn’t want to get scored on at any time,” Smith said of Raanta. 
“Whether it’s one of those little shootout games or whatever, he doesn’t 
want to get scored on and I think it carries over. 

“I think of Henrik Lundqvist. He never wanted to be scored on, even in 
practice. Maybe that wore off on (Raanta). And he’s stepped up to it.” 

Raanta doesn’t deny it. He was with the Rangers in the 2015-16 and 
2016-17 seasons, Lundqvist’s backup at a time when Lundqvist won 66 
games in those two years. 

“When I was in New York, what Hank was doing there, that was probably 
eye-opening for me,” Raanta said Friday. “Every year he was one of the 
best goalies and I was like ‘This is the reason he is the best goalie.’ He 
was always working, always trying to get better.” 

That was then. Lundqvist, the Vezina Trophy winner in 2012, is retired. 
Igor Shesterkin now is the Rangers’ new goaltending star and perhaps 
an emerging superstar, a Vezina finalist this season at age 26. 
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“He fights until the end, he moves unbelievable, he makes the saves 
when he has to and sometimes he makes those huge highlight-reel 
saves.” Raanta said. 

Shesterkin has allowed three goals in two games against the Canes in 
the series. But Raanta has allowed two. It has been that close and it 
might continue to be. 

“It’s always great to go against the best goalie in the league,” Raanta 
said. “It’s a fun battle but more than anything it’s focusing on your own 
thing.” 

With the 1-0 lead in the third, the Canes doggedly got sticks on pucks 
and blocked shots and cleared the zone, keeping the Rangers muzzled, 
keeping them from tying the score. 

“Our battle level was high,” Smith said. 

That includes the goaltender from Finland, who learned some of that 
from an old Ranger. 
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Rangers strike confident tone heading into key Game 3 vs. Hurricanes 

 

Ethan Sears 

4-5 minutes 22/05/2022 

 

The Rangers have been here before, nearly two weeks ago, trailing by 
two games in a playoff series and on their heels heading home to 
Madison Square Garden. This team made coming back their hallmark 
during the regular season, so why not in the playoffs? 

It would save everyone some stress if the Rangers did things differently, 
but here they are again ahead of what amounts to a must-win Sunday 
matinee in Game 3 of their second-round series against the Hurricanes. 
The tone emanating out of coach Gerard Gallant and his team has 
carried a more positive vibe than it did following their blowout loss to the 
Penguins in Game 4 of the first round, in which the Rangers were beaten 
up and down the ice while falling behind 3-1 in that series. 

“There was two good games in a row, we came away 0-2, but I thought 
we played good hockey,” Gallant said Saturday after the 2-0 loss Friday 
night at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. “So we gotta get back to it and get 
ready to play a big game tomorrow.” 

Gallant did not strike the tone of someone ready to make wholesale 
changes. He pointed out, not for the first time, that the Rangers had the 
better of the series opener and that the match Friday was mostly even. 
That does not change the results, and one goal in more than six periods 
of hockey does not cut it. 

But the Rangers can send the series back to Raleigh tied up if they only 
hold serve at home. 

“You’re in a hole, but it’s been two road games,” Gallant said. “We just 
gotta make sure we take care of our home ice now. We gotta make sure 
we win tomorrow. One game at a time and then we’ll worry about Game 
4, but they held court [at home]. It’s a long series. Like I said, we’ve been 
here, done that before.” 

The Rangers will take that experience into Sunday. They won three 
straight do-or-die games against the Penguins. This is not a team that 
will roll over and play dead. 

Keep up with the most important sports news 

Sign up for Starting Lineup for the biggest stories. 

“I think we learned a lot [from the first round],” Kevin Rooney said. “We’re 
a resilient group. We’ve been resilient all year and nothing really changed 
for us, we continue to play the same way. That’s why we had success in 
that Pittsburgh series. So we gotta stick to what we’ve been doing all 
year and what’s made us successful.” 

The series could look different at the Garden, not just because Gallant 
can dictate matchups if he chooses. The Rangers have made no secret 
of the difference made by the crowds all through the playoffs. 

“Obviously they got the crowd on their side in their building,” Rooney 
said. “I thought we did great both nights of coming out and getting pucks 
out of their zone early and getting the crowd out of it. And now hopefully 
we can use the crowd at home to our advantage. Our crowd’s been our 
number one star this playoffs.” 

It would, of course, behoove the Rangers if one of their underproducing 
forwards could be that “number one star” after the next two games. The 
belief that they will find a way, though, is one of the underpinnings of this 
team. 

As Gallant pointed out, the Rangers were second in the NHL in 
comeback victories this season, with 27. They are also the first team in 
playoff history to win three straight elimination games via comeback, and 
have come back from a 3-1 deficit in a series three times since 2014. 

In light of that, a 2-0 deficit doesn’t seem so daunting. And another 
comeback would be in line with this team’s DNA. 

“We got a lot of belief in this room,” Rooney said. “We got a great group. 
And our leadership group has done a tremendous job, especially this 
postseason. So yeah, we got a lot of belief in this group.” 
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Rangers offense open to taking more risks 'to a point' 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-3 minutes 21/05/2022 

 

The most revealing thing anyone associated with the Rangers has said 
regarding their offensive struggles came prior to Game 2 of their second-
round series against Carolina. That’s when Artemi Panarin described 
wanting to do “some stupid s–t on the blue line,” but being hindered by 
the team’s conservative game plan. 

In light of Friday night, when the Rangers were beaten 2-0 by the 
Hurricanes and recorded just four high-danger chances, it’s fair to 
wonder whether it’s time to start taking more risks in the name of giving 
Carolina goaltender Antti Raanta a more serious test. 

“We didn’t win the games,” coach Gerard Gallant said. “So yeah, to a 
point. But I don’t want us to change a whole lot.” 

Carolina’s defense, which employs a man-to-man structure, has given 
the Rangers fits. The Rangers’ stars, Panarin in particular, have 
struggled to find any space or create with the puck. Struggles in the 
faceoff circle have not helped, either. 

“When we’re in their end, trying to beat guys one on one,” Alexis 
Lafreniere said Saturday. “They play man to man, so it’s just try to beat 
your guy. Go to the net … it won’t be that many fancy goals. It’s gonna 
be hardworking goals in front of the net. Rebounds, tips so just go to the 
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net, do the right things. If you do the right things for 60 minutes, you’re 
gonna get some bounces.” 

Kevin Rooney pointed out that the Rangers have been a good defensive 
team all season, so in that sense, a low-event game can work in their 
favor. But no one is mistaking the Rangers for last season’s Islanders. 
Much of the reason the Rangers ranked second in goals against came 
down to one man, goaltender Igor Shesterkin. 

Though the Rangers were in position to win the opener, the series has 
been played on Carolina’s terms, save for the first 40 minutes. 

Whether that means opening things up for Panarin to freelance as he 
would in the regular season or just employing a slightly less conservative 
game plan is a question for Gallant to grapple with. 

“I think if we can continue to be patient and let things happen as they do 
and not try to force anything — cause that’s where you get into trouble 
against this team — then we’ll get rewarded,” Rooney said. 

Though Sammy Blais has been participating in practice, he’s “not even 
close” to returning, Gallant said. He added that Blais hasn’t been ruled 
out for the playoffs. 
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Hurricanes' Antti Raanta using Henrik Lundqvist lessons to stifle Rangers 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-4 minutes 21/05/2022 

 

Sitting at the podium and facing a question about Carolina backup 
goaltender Antti Raanta following the Hurricanes’ victory over the 
Rangers in Game 2 of their second-round playoff series, Brendan Smith’s 
mind drifted to Henrik Lundqvist.  

Smith, who joined the Rangers during the 2016-17 season, was not in 
New York at Lundqvist’s peak. But the Carolina defenseman, who scored 
the first goal in the Hurricanes’ 2-0 win on Friday night, recalls the 
competitive instinct that made Lundqvist great.  

“He never wanted to be scored on, even in practice, and he’d get upset 
when you did,” Smith said. “And maybe that wore off on [Raanta], playing 
with him.”  

To understand what Raanta, who backed up Lundqvist for two seasons 
on the Rangers, has done for Carolina, requires first understanding what 
the Hurricanes lost when starting goalie Frederik Andersen was lost to a 
lower-body injury. In 52 games during the regular season, Andersen had 
a .922 save percentage with a 2.17 goals-against average.  

“This year, he was one of the best goalies in the league,” Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour said.  

Raanta had good numbers as Andersen’s backup this season, as he has 
for most of his career. But he is a career backup — though one who has 
kept the Rangers scoreless for the last 116:05 of this series.  

It’s not quite in the mold of what Lundqvist did when Raanta was backing 
him up. The Rangers had just 21 shots on net Friday, without many 
Grade-A chances. The bulk of the credit will rightly go to Carolina’s 
defense, which kept the Rangers’ top six completely vexed all night, over 
its goaltender.  

But the lessons Raanta learned from Lundqvist are paying off.  

“When I was in New York, obviously what Hank was doing there was 
eye-opening for me,” Raanta said. “He was, in 2015, that was probably 
his seventh or eighth year in the league. Every year he was one of the 
best goalies. I was like, ‘This is the reason why he is the best goalie.’ He 
was always working, he was always trying to get better.  

“Obviously [Benoit Allaire] in New York is one of the best in the league as 
a goalie coach and as a human being. It was a lot of fun to work with him 
and get to know Hank like that. Now you see [Igor] Shesterkin, he fights 
till the end, he moves unbelievably and he makes the saves he has to. 
Sometimes he makes those huge highlight reel saves. It’s obviously 
probably something that comes from New York.”  

Raanta is not in a class with either of those names. But through two 
games of this series, he has two victories and Shesterkin, the 
presumptive Vezina Trophy winner, has zero. Raanta did not lean into 
that after Game 2, but he did say that having Shesterkin across from him 
helps raise his game. As for the marveling over the narrative, he left that 
to his teammates.  

“I just think it’s pretty remarkable what he’s done, right?” Smith asked. “I 
think coming in and harnessing the moment and stepping in and playing 
the way he is, it’s phenomenal.” 
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Rangers coach Gerard Gallant mum on whether 'Kid Line' will be 
reunited in Game 3 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated May 21, 2022 6:02 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. – Rangers coach Gerard Gallant broke up the Kid 
Line for the third period of Friday’s 2-0 loss in Game 2 of their second-
round series against the Carolina Hurricanes, putting Alexis Lafrenière on 
the right wing of the Artemi Panarin-Ryan Strome line, and moving 
Andrew Copp to Lafrenière’s spot with Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko. 
Later in the game, he moved Kakko to the right side of the Mika 
Zibanejad-Chris Kreider line. 

Gallant, though, wouldn’t say on Saturday whether he’ll reunite the Kid 
Line for Game 3 or try something different. 

“I haven't decided,’’ he said. “I'll look at the tape and watch over stuff, and 
we'll decide on lines (Sunday). But yeah, there's different options for our 
group.’’ 

Lafrenière said he doesn’t care where he plays. 

“I'm ready to play with whoever,’’ he said. “We weren't generating that 
many chances, so they just tried to change things up a little bit… Playing 
with ‘Stromer’ and ‘Bread (Panarin),’ they're world class players. So it's 
just trying to get open for them too. 

“They're so good with the puck, they see everything,’’ he said. “So for 
me, it's to try to get a good forecheck, get pucks for them, and go to the 
net. And be ready to get some good looks with these guys, for sure.’’ 

Lindgren ready for Game 3 

Banged-up defenseman Ryan Lindgren is good to go for Game 3 Gallant 
said, despite his having to miss a portion of Friday’s first period after 
suffering a bloody lip from taking a puck to the face. 
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“He gets through it. He's fine,’’ Gallant said of Lindgren. “He gets ready to 
play every game. He's sore during the game. You know, tape him up, 
wrap him up. He's a warrior. We need more of those guys. Every team 
wants those guys. That's playoff hockey. That's what it's all about. He 
does whatever it takes to get him ready to play the next game, and that's 
what we love him for.’’ 

Lindgren missed three games in the Rangers’ first-round series against 
Pittsburgh because of a lower body injury. 

Blais still 'a little ways away' 

Forward Sammy Blais, who practiced with the team in Raleigh, wearing a 
non-contact jersey, is out for this series, Gallant said. But the coach 
didn’t rule out Blais, who suffered a torn ACL in November, from playing 
in the postseason at some point. 

“He's not ready to play yet, but he's doing good. He's coming,’’ Gallant 
said. “He's a little ways away. He's not ruled out for the end of the 
playoffs.’’ 
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Down 0-2, Rangers still believe as they head home for Game 3 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated May 21, 2022 5:25 PM 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. – Down two games in a best-of-seven playoff 
series? The Rangers have been there and done that already this month, 
and they came back to win. So forgive them if they’re not overly stressed 
about trailing the Carolina Hurricanes 2-0 in their second round series 
after Friday’s 2-0 loss. 

“We’ve got a lot of belief in this room,’’ fourth-line forward Kevin Rooney 
said Saturday, as the Rangers returned home to prepare for Game 3 
Sunday afternoon at Madison Square Garden. “We’ve got a great group, 
and our leadership group has done a tremendous job, especially this 
postseason.’’ 

Fifty-two of 391 NHL teams (13.3 percent) who have fallen behind 2-0 in 
a best-of-seven series have rallied to win the series, according to 
hockeyreference.com. That’s a better chance than the Rangers had 
when they fell behind Pittsburgh, 3-1 in the last round. Only 9.5 percent 
of teams down 3-1 rally to win those series, which the Rangers did. So, 
statistically, at least, the Ranger are in a better place than they were 10 
days ago. 

“You're down two games,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. “You're in a hole, 
but it's been two road games. So we’ve just got to make sure we take 
care of our home ice now. We’ve got to make sure we win tomorrow… 
and then we'll worry about Game 4.’’ 

Of course, the Hurricanes, champions of the Metropolitan Division in the 
regular season and one of the teams considered to be on the short list of 
contenders to win the Stanley Cup, present a stiffer challenge than did 
Pittsburgh, which finished behind the Rangers in the standings in the 
regular season. 

The Rangers managed only one goal in two games on the road in 
Raleigh, and so the task Sunday, and the rest of the series, will be to find 
a way of generating more offense without sacrificing what they’re doing 

at the defensive end of the ice, where they’ve allowed four goals – one of 
those an empty-netter – in six periods, plus one overtime. 

Gallant, who was pleased with his team’s defensive effort in Games 1 
and 2, almost grudgingly admitted the Rangers may indeed have to 
sacrifice a little of their staunch commitment to defense in order to create 
more offense. He just doesn’t want to change too much. 

“We didn't win the games, so yeah, I mean, to a point,’’ he said. “But I 
don't want us to change a whole lot. I want us to win the hockey game. 
We could have won those games (in Raleigh). We had chances to win 
that Game 1. I mean, we were the better team, in my opinion, in Game 1. 
We had an open net that we miss (by Kaapo Kakko), it would have made 
it 2-0. (And) we had some other real good chances. 

“Sometimes, the hockey gods, that's the way they are,’’ he said. “Game 2 
was a solid game… a 1-0 hockey game most of the way -- they score 
with a second left. So we battled hard; we competed hard. Hopefully, 
we'll get more energized in our building and get some more offensive 
chances. Hopefully, we'll take advantage of some power plays.’’ 

The power play went 0-for-4 in Game 2 – including a four-minute 
opportunity in which ex-Ranger Brendan Smith scored the shorthanded 
goal that turned out to be the game-winner. And the Rangers will need 
some production from the top two lines, as the likes of Mika Zibanejad, 
Artemi Panarin, Chris Kreider, Ryan Strome, Andrew Copp and Frank 
Vatrano have been kept off the scoresheet to this point. 

Gallant is also counting on a boost from the Garden crowd, which will get 
its first chance to roar Sunday. 

“Look at the last series, the Pittsburgh series,’’ Gallant said when asked if 
the crowd can help. “Look what (the Carolina fans) did for them in those 
games. Look what (the Garden fans) did for us in our home games. So 
it's a huge, huge factor. It gets your players revved up, and your building 
helps you. The crowd, the atmosphere, helps you.’’ 
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NHL expert picks, odds for Lightning vs. Panthers, Rangers vs. Canes, 
Oilers vs. Flames 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff 

8-10 minutes 22/05/2022 

 

Sunday is a great chance to watch Oilers vs. Flames if you haven’t 
watched any of the first two games in the Battle of Alberta with an 8 p.m. 
Eastern start time. The two teams combined to score 15 goals in Game 1 
and scored eight goals in Game 2 on Friday night. Connor McDavid is 
doing Connor McDavid things, and the Oilers seem to have the Flames 
frustrated and not playing their game. It’ll be a crazy atmosphere in 
Edmonton for this one. 

That’s the finale in what should be a great tripleheader of hockey on 
Sunday. First up, the Florida Panthers face a must-win game in Tampa 
Bay against the Lightning. Florida seemed to have all momentum in 
Game 2 on Thursday night before Tampa Bay stole the win with a last-
second goal by Ross Colton off a great assist by Nikita Kucherov. 

The New York Rangers are also face a must-win at Madison Square 
Garden on Sunday afternoon against Carolina. The Blue Shirts trail 2-0 in 
the series, and the Hurricanes seem to have figured out New York. At 
least Carolina’s defense has. New York has one goal so far in the series. 
Maybe that’ll change on Sunday when the Rangers have the last change 
and should be able to get some favorable matchups. 
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Sunday’s Stanley Cup Playoffs schedule: 

Game 3: Florida Panthers at Tampa Bay Lightning — 1:30 p.m. ET — 
TNT, SN 

Game 3: Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers— 3:30 p.m. ET — 
ESPN, SN360, SN (JIP) 

Game 3: Calgary Flames at Edmonton Oilers  — 8 p.m. ET — ESPN, 
CBC, SN 

Panthers at Lightning 

Game 2: Lightning 2, Panthers 1 | Tampa Bay leads 2-0 

Who was the guy? Honestly, the Tampa Bay athletic-training and medical 
staffs deserve this win as much as anybody in uniform. Corey Perry was 
carved open by a puck to the face in warmups. Steven Stamkos left for 
the dressing room twice after blocked shots, one off his ankle and one off 
his right hand. Brandon Hagel was practically carried into the dressing 
room. None of them missed a shift. Throw in quick returns from Erik 
Cernak and Mikhail Sergachev after taking pucks to the face moments 
apart late in the first period, and the Lightning tunnel looked more like the 
Lincoln Tunnel on Thursday night. But if we have to pick a player here, 
Andrei Vasilevskiy gets the nod. The Tampa Bay goalie stopped 26 of 27 
shots, and didn’t let one uncharacteristic hiccup — Eetu Luostarinen’s 
second-period slapper trickling through — knock him off his game. 
Another quietly great effort from a guy whose greatness we’ve all started 
to take for granted. 

What was the key? Stop us if you’ve heard this one before, but it’s the 
Panthers’ especially awful special teams. An 0-for-4 night on the power 
play now leaves them an unfathomable 0-for-25 with the man-advantage 
in the postseason. A switch to a five-forward unit generated more 
sustained zone time and a couple more chances, so if you’re a Florida 
fan grasping for hope that the dam is about to break, grasp away. But 0-
for-25 is 0-for-25. Throw in another power-play goal by Tampa Bay on its 
first opportunity of the night (Perry with a high tip of a Stamkos feed), and 
it’s not hard to figure out why the Presidents’ Trophy winners are down 0-
2 after two home games. 

Hurricanes at Rangers 

Game 2: Hurricanes 2, Rangers 0 | Carolina leads 2-0 

Recap by Sean Gentille 

Key stat: The Hurricanes were called for only one penalty, even while 
trailing for most of the game. Carolina was called for 331 penalties in the 
regular season and another 36 heading into Game 1. Though the 
Hurricanes have an elite power-play kill unit that can support their 
occasionally undisciplined play, the Rangers have a dangerous power 
play that can challenge Carolina. That’s why staying out of the box is so 
important in this series. Carolina was called for one penalty in the first, 
which the Rangers negated midway through with their own minor. After 
that, it was five-on-five play only throughout. 

What was the key? Some combination of the Hurricanes’ penalty kill — 
four spotless outings, plus Smith’s goal — and another great game by 
Antti Raanta. He had 21 saves for his first career postseason shutout and 
has allowed a grand total of one goal through two games. In eight playoff 
games, he’s pulling a .939 save percentage and more than seven goals 
saved above expected, which should make the net squarely his when/if 
Freddie Andersen is safe to dress. He’s been that good. 

Key stat: 24:09. That’s how much five-on-five time we saw in the first two 
periods. And folks, it did not help the even-strength flow whatsoever. Fun 
as power plays can be, they bring unintended consequences. Things 
opened up a tick in the third, but … it was the second-most entertaining 
game of the night. We can leave it at that. 

Flames at Oilers 

Flames 

-120 

O 6.5 (-135) 

Oilers 

+100 

U 6.5 (+110) 

Game 2: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Series tied 1-1 

Recap by Shayna Goldman 

Who was the guy? Let’s talk about Connor McDavid. The first two 
periods were another prime example of the captain trying to will his team 
forward. He teed up Duncan Keith’s goal to get Edmonton on the board 
in the first, getting on the scoresheet. Then, in the second, he set up a 
Leon Draisaitl scoring play that was called back and instantly responded 
with a goal of his own (we’ll get there). Those two points bring him up to 
six in this series and 20 points in nine playoff games. 

At five-on-five in Game 2, shot attempts were 14-9 with McDavid on the 
ice, and Edmonton generated 72 percent of the expected goals share. 
He generated nine shot attempts in all situations (second only to Zach 
Hyman’s 10), threw four hits and had a timely block late in the game. 

What was the key? The Oilers came to play in the third period after two 
frames of the Edmonton McDavids doing their best to even the series. 
The away team fell below 35 percent of the expected goals share in the 
first at five-on-five, then made incremental improvements the next period 
at 42 percent. The third period was their best, by far. Edmonton actually 
still was outshot by Calgary, but the quality of its chances slanted the 
expected goal battle its way, with 59.5 percent according to Natural Stat 
Trick. 

If we widen the view to all situations, we can see just how dominant the 
Oilers were. They gained the edge in expected goals over the Flames 
midway through the third, according to MoneyPuck. But by the third 
period, they didn’t just separate themselves but ran away with it. The final 
count was 9.13 expected goals for Edmonton to 3.51 for Calgary. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Nasty on and off ice, Blues-Avalanche series picking up 
steam 

 

Ken Wiebe@WiebesWorld 

May 22, 2022, 2:04 AM 

 

This epic battle has reached the attrition stage, with two key pieces 
landing on the sidelines. 

With much of the focus on those injuries and the potential impact they 
could have on this Central Division playoff series and beyond, some 
verbal shots got tossed around, the reputation of one of the primary 
combatants was brought into question and Colorado Avalanche forward 
Nazem Kadri had a water bottle thrown at him while giving a post-game 
interview on the TNT broadcast. 

Oh, and did we mention the individual who was believed to have tossed 
the aforementioned water bottle in his direction was none other than 
injured St. Louis Blues goalie Jordan Binnington? 

With everything happening off the ice, it’s important not to forget that it 
was the Avalanche who came up with the latest roundhouse right in this 
battle between Western Conference heavyweights, taking a 2-1 series 
lead after a 5-2 triumph on Saturday night at Enterprise Center. 
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In the burgundy corner, Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar announced 
that defenceman Sam Girard has been lost for the remainder of the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs with a broken sternum, the result of a jarring check 
from Ivan Barbashev that came less than two minutes into Game 3. 

Over in the blue corner, Blues head coach Craig Berube said it was too 
early to tell when -- or if -- Binnington would be able to return from what 
appeared to be a knee injury after a collision involving teammate Calle 
Rosen and Kadri just 6:45 into the first period. 

But that didn’t prevent Berube from taking a not-so-subtle shot at Kadri 
when asked for his thoughts on the play in question. 

“Look at Kadri’s reputation,” Berube told reporters in St. Louis. “That’s all 
I’ve got to say.” 

Berube went on to say Binnington was being evaluated and that he 
wouldn’t know much about the severity of the injury until at least Sunday, 
saying only that it was a lower-body issue. 

Was he surprised there was no call on Kadri for goalie interference on 
the play? 

“I don’t know. That’s not up to me,” said Berube. 

Aren’t the rules of the game set up to protect the goalie? 

“Yeah, they are,” said Berube, who was clearly not interested in saying 
something that might result in a fine. “Listen. Obviously, nobody likes 
what happened. That’s part of hockey and you’ve got other people that 
need to come in and step up and do that job.” 

Based on the way Binnington went to the ice after Kadri was pursuing a 
rebound near the blue paint -- and the way his right knee buckled when 
he tried to work his way through his warm-up routine when the Blues 
head athletic trainer Ray Barile came out onto the ice to check on him -- 
it’s probably safe to presume the net belongs to Ville Husso for the 
foreseeable future. 

As for the hit that knocked out Girard, Bednar confessed that he didn’t 
like the look of it in real time, but his opinion changed after getting 
another look at it. 

“You know, I didn’t love it seeing it live. Looking back on it, it’s a heavy 
collision, (Barbashev) kind of comes around and he just catches him in a 
bad spot,” Bednar told reporters. “He kind of goes in on his head side, 
but he got a lot of body there. (Girard) was turned the wrong way and he 
went in awkward. It was a heavy check. Unfortunate, but to be honest I 
think it was a legal check.” 

Bednar was caught a bit off guard when Berube’s comment about Kadri’s 
reputation was relayed to him on the podium. 

“Reputation, it doesn’t mean anything. It’s either a legal play or it’s not, 
you know. We’ve talked about this with Naz (Kadri) and the way that he’s 
trying to change his reputation,” said Bednar. “Their D (Rosen) and Naz, 
they’re both going for a loose puck that’s sitting at the top of the crease. 
(Kadri) came in there downhill as hard as he could go. Both guys go in 
there, they’re both going after the puck the same way and they collide 
before they go in. Again, unfortunate, the same as Girard for me. That’s a 
legal play and you know, it’s unfortunate, but it is what it is.” 

Kadri is no stranger to being public enemy No. 1 in a series and he’s 
already not popular with Blues fans, thanks in part to his illegal check to 
the head on defenceman Justin Faulk during the 2021 playoffs that led to 
an eight-game suspension. 

“Obviously there's some animosity between the Blues fan base, maybe 
the team, and him. But he definitely elevates his game in those 
environments,” said Avalanche forward Logan O’Connor, who was 
inserted on the fourth line and contributed an important goal that tied the 
game in the first period. “He sort of relishes it. When you get the whole 
arena booing you, you up your game for sure.” 

As for the subject of Water Bottle Gate, Kadri didn’t seem all that 
bothered by it. 

“Yeah. I think it was Binnington, but I was a little tied up, so … you’d have 
to ask him,” Kadri said. “I was doing the interview, so I wasn’t quite sure. 
But yeah, I think it was him. I don’t know. I don’t know for sure. 

“From my perspective, there’s nothing personal. I’m just going out there 
to try to win and compete and if people take that personally, that’s on 
them. For me, what happens on the ice kind of stays on the ice. I’m a 
competitor, I want to win and that’s it.” 

Kadri wasn’t sure why some folks might be suggesting he intentionally 
ran into Binnington. 

“I just see a loose puck, really. It was kind of just sitting behind him and I 
just tried to poke it with my stick. I think their defenseman (Rosen) kind of 
collided with me and pushed me into (Binnington),” said Kadri, who 
added an assist on a goal from Artturii Lehkonen and is up to six points in 
seven games. “Had that not been the case, I don’t think I would have hit 
him at all. It’s a loose puck, I’m just trying to bang it in.” 

Losing Binnington is a blow for the Blues as he’d been brilliant in this 
series, turning aside 84 of 88 shots on goal for a .955 save percentage. 

Not only did he resemble the guy who led the Blues to the first Stanley 
Cup in franchise history back in 2019, the scary thing is that you could 
make the argument he was playing even better up until he got hurt. 

“Obviously Binner's the heart and soul, playing unbelievable,” Blues 
captain Ryan O’Reilly saod. “I think (the injury) kind of took the 
momentum away and took us a little too long to kind of get it back going 
again. Things like that happened. We're a deep team and we could have 
done a better job of getting the momentum back and adjusting.” 

The stat line for Husso wasn’t flattering (four goals on 21 shots on goal) 
in just over 51 minutes of relief, but that final marker he allowed came 
after he rushed to get back toward the goal when he was heading off in 
favour of an extra attacker late in the contest. 

Husso, a pending unrestricted free agent, had an excellent season and is 
going to need to play the way that he did when he took over the starting 
job for the Blues after Binnington went through a rough patch. 

NHL Game 3 Highlights: Avalanche 5, Blues 2 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 5:36 

As for the Avalanche, they survived an uneven start where nerves 
appeared to be a factor according to Bednar, but they got an outstanding 
effort from the five blue-liners who remained after Girard was knocked 
out of the contest. 

All of Devon Toews, Josh Manson, Bowen Byram and Erik Johnson did 
their part, but Cale Makar really made his presence felt in this one -- and 
not just because he picked up his first point of the series, assisting on the 
go-ahead goal by Kadri at 13:38 of the second period. 

Makar found his skating legs and had a massive impact on the outcome, 
jumping up in the rush on numerous occasions, finishing with one shot on 
goal and nine shot attempts while logging just under 29 minutes of ice 
time. 

“Cale doesn’t need his legs. He’s got his head and he’s got his hands,” 
said Kadri. “Obviously, he’s a miraculous skater and him skating at 50 
percent is probably better than most. He’s such a mature kid at his age 
and it doesn’t matter if he’s feeling it or not, he’s going to get the job 
done. That’s just the kind of person that he is.” 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.22.2022 

1245994 Websites 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 22, 2022 

 

 

How do the Flames plan on handling McDavid as the series shifts to 
Edmonton? 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 21, 2022, 8:53 PM 

   

EDMONTON — Look, I’m not gonna lie to you. 

I’ve propped this Battle of Alberta up as much as anyone. Likely more 
than most. 

All those Saturday nights in January, when the no-chance Edmonton 
Oilers were hosting the barely-alive Calgary Flames on Hockey Night in 
Canada, I was the guy writing about how one team could turn their 
season around with a win over the other. How the ghosts of Battles past 
still directed these franchises, the way a Belarusian dump-in haunts 
Tommy Salo’s dreams. 

Here’s the truth: for most of 30 years, these two franchises have been a 
pair of donkeys in the Derby. 

Neither one of them has won jack since the 80’s, before most of you 
were born, and they haven’t played a big game — a truly important game 
— against each other since Esa Tikkanen banked a shot in off of Frank 
Musil in overtime of Game 7 back in 1991. I think those two guys are 
watching today’s series from extended care. 

(Hyperbole alert — they’re only 57 years old). 

You want numbers? How about this: 

Calgary and Edmonton each went to one Stanley Cup Final since the 
turn of the century, Calgary in ’04 and Edmonton in ’06. Both lost in 
Game 7. 

It took the Flames 10 years to win their next playoff series. Edmonton 
missed the playoffs for 10 years after their trip to the Final, a period 
known there as The Decade of Darkness. 

In the 21 non-Cup playoff seasons for each team since the year 2000, 
the two teams have combined for five series wins — all in Round 1. For 
these two teams the playoffs have been, in the words of “The Agrarian 
Contrarian” Darryl Sutter, “a waste of eight days.” 

Someone will get a Round 2 win this year, but that’s not what we’re here 
to celebrate. 

Flames must find a way to contain McDavid as series shifts to Edmonton 

Today, not only does the Battle of Alberta contain two teams that can 
beat you. Today,the that certain something is back. 

Back in the day, this was a matchup that gave us the Steve Smith goal, 
or Wayne Gretzky’s very favorite among the 1,026 combined regular 
season and playoff goals in his career. (You get one guess which goal it 
was.) 

Once again in 2022, The Battle is giving us antics you can’t get anywhere 
else, like that 9-6 ode to the ’80s in Game 1. Or with both teams 
promising to button things down in Game 2, a 5-3, series-evening win 
with three more goals called back? 

This series has produced 23 goals in two games, the highest such total in 
35 years. We’ve had a four-goal comeback by Edmonton in Game 1, 
followed by four straight goals to erase a 3-1 deficit in Game 2. 

“I mean, this is fun, right?” said Leon Draisaitl, who is penning his own 
chapter in the annals as he limps through a series on what is thought to 
be a high ankle sprain. “The Battle of Alberta — both cities are very, very 
intense about it. They love it, and who knows when this is going to 
happen again, right?” 

The antics, we’ll admit, have conservatized somewhat. 

Today’s version has no Doug Risebrough shredding an Oilers jersey with 
his skates in the penalty box, nor a Glen Sather promising to invoice the 
Flames for said sweater. There is no Craig MacTavish to rip the tongue 
out of Harvey the Hound’s mouth, like a guy taking a ticket at the deli 
counter, or Marty McSorley, who impaled Mike Bullard’s groin on the end 
of his Koho and claimed amnesia when the media came calling. 

Instead we get Ottawa Senators captain Brady Tkachuk in the 
Saddledome stands, beers in hand and wearing Calgary red and gold as 
he cheers on his brother Matt. Or the rarest of goals, where the guy who 
wasn’t included in coincidental minors came out of the box first, then 
failed to tag up to the blue-line before his goal — but wasn’t offside 
because an Oiler kicked the puck back into the zone. 

“It’s been different,” Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft said. “We won a 
game last night (where) we had two goals called back — and we found a 
way to win a game. I mean, that how often does that happen?” 

The last time an Oiler had 20 points in the Stanley Cup playoffs it was 
Chris Pronger in ’06 — in 24 games. Connor McDavid has 20 points in 
nine games. 

His is a high-wire act unlike any other, as McDavid rolls through the 
playoffs with eight multi-point games in nine starts. He is the fastest 
player to 20 points since Mario Lemieux 30 years ago, a tour de force 
through network television that has Hart Trophy voters in the GTA in full 
reconsideration mode. 

“Do I think it's special what Connor is doing? Yeah, you’ve got to,” said 
Woodcroft. “You don’t need me to tell you that. I think we’re all witness to 
what's going on.” 

The recipe is an Alberta delicacy second only to perogies and cabbage 
rolls, two hockey teams — one bigger and stronger with supposedly 
better goaltending, versus the other, a serviceable bunch behind 
hockey's greatest player and another who is Top 5. 

The dish, thus far, has been fabulous. 

“This is a great time for both teams. A great time for both cities,” Draisaitl 
said. “Obviously, we’d like to not give up nine goals in Game 1. But we 
had a good game the other night, and I still think that you know we 
haven't showed our best yet.” 

If it gets better from here, count me in. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Analyzing the Florida Panthers’ disadvantage on the 
power play 

 

Shayna Goldman@hayyyshayyy 

May 21, 2022, 11:46 AM 

 

Eight games into the postseason, the Panthers have yet to score on the 
power play. While Florida made it through the first round without cashing 
on in the advantage, it’s diminishing their chances to most past the 
reigning Stanley Cup champions. 

The Lightning, who are up 2-0 in Round 2 and essentially stripped the 
Panthers of home ice advantage, have gone 4-for-9 over the last two 
games. Florida, on the other hand, is 0-for-7 this series. 
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That brings the Panthers up to a putrid 0-for-25 record to open the 
playoffs. That’s the fourth-worst start on the advantage in the playoffs 
since 1977-78, according to data collected by Prashanth Iyer. The only 
teams to rank worst are the 1995-96 Jets (0-for-28), 1986-87 Capitals (0-
for-29) and 2010-11 Bruins (0-for-30). That last one may spark some 
hope because that team managed to win it all despite power-play 
struggles; they were elite in every other area of the game, while Florida is 
failing to tap into the offensive firepower that earned them the President’s 
Trophy. 

So, what in the world has gone wrong for the Panthers’ power play? 

Do the Panthers need to make changes to their top power play unit? 

Florida’s power play is something we talked a lot about heading into the 
postseason because the Panthers found success with a five-forward unit 
and ran with it from the deadline to season’s end. 

The shift from the usual four forward, one defenseman unit came after 
Aaron Ekblad, the top unit’s usual quarterback, went down with injury. 
Shortly after, Florida acquired forward Claude Giroux, who can be a 
threat in those situations. So, the Panthers replaced Ekblad with Giroux, 
and didn’t add another defenseman. 

Ekblad returned for the post-season, knocking Duclair off that top unit. 
The tricky part was, the Panthers had to figure out out to re-balance that 
top unit with Giroux in the fold because they had yet to experiment with 
both the defender and deadline addition in the lineup together. 

Although the team has made adjustments, even shifting back to the five-
forward unit, Florida still has no goals to show for it through eight games. 
Even worse, it’s not a matter of bad puck luck. 

What’s been different? 

It’s not a matter of shot quantity on the surface — Florida’s attempted a 
similar rate of shots on 5-on-4 power-play opportunities. There’s some 
differences on where those shots are coming from, and who. 

The heat map helps show how few shots from the point Florida 
generated without Ekblad at the point to end the regular season. 

That’s changed since the playoffs started, many of which have come 
from the lone defender, Ekblad, who has created shots at a rate of 36.8 
per 60. A number of those shots, however, have been blocked and 
missed, which is why he’s generated only 13.8 shots on goal per 60. 

Aleksandar Barkov, unsurprisingly, has more slot attempts in the post-
season compared to the end of the regular season, when he played 
strictly the point versus shifting back and forth. But none of those slot 
shots have connected on goal. 

Jonathan Huberdeau has increased his shooting and slot-shot creation 
come the post-season. Sam Reinhart and Giroux, however, have both 
shot less — and that’s a reason fewer shots are coming from the slot, 
considering they tend to be stationed as the net-front of down the middle. 
The most frequent shooters on this top unit aren't the players who 
consistently are stationed within the home plate area — it’s Ekblad, in his 
minutes, and Barkov, who roves between the circle and point. 

All of that helps explain why the Panthers are generating a lesser rate of 
slot shots (a decrease of 5.9 attempts per 60). But even more 
troublesome is that their quality shots aren’t reaching the net nearly as 
often, whether they’re missed or blocked — from 45 per cent of their shot 
attempts connecting to just 33. 

What also may be influencing the danger of the Panthers’ shots in is their 
passing. Florida had a ton of puck movement over that last month-plus of 
play, and that’s dropped off across eight games as well. That likely 
influences why Reinhart and Giroux are shooting less than in the regular 
season. 

Fewer passes could be strategic in that teams often try to simplify their 
games in the post-season. Or that matching up against only one team 
per series allows them to pick up tendencies and break up passing plays 

more often. And with less passing, shot locations can also be more 
predictable and allow penalty killers to be reactive with blocks or stick 
plays that change the angle of a shot. The fact that defenders are 
clearing the zone more often too can explain why there’s less passing in 
the o-zone, since there’s less time in formation. 

As Barkov’s pass volume and efficiency has dropped, so has Reinhart’s 
and Anthony Duclair’s in his limited time in the post-season when that 
five-forward unit’s been rotated in. Huberdeau’s gone for quality over 
quantity. 

The same is true for Giroux, who is attempting a much lower rate of 
passes (and is connecting even less). Ideally, there’s more puck 
movement, not less, from the player in the bumper position who should 
be distributing the puck to players who aren’t under as much pressure. 

The shot quality and pre-shot movement all help explain why Florida’s 
expected goal generation is down — from its season-wide heights (7.11 
expected goals per 60) and post-deadline (7.46), down to a rate of just 
5.45 per 60. Although the Panthers exceeded expectations throughout 
the regular season thanks to their finishing talent, they at least had 
stronger offensive creation behind it for support. 

Handedness could come into the fold too when looking at teams 
connecting on passes and missing more shots. It took the Panthers time 
to figure out how best to set up in formation with a new-look five-forward 
unit. 

Ekblad is right-handed, which differs from Barkov, who has skated in his 
role. With Barkov playing in the right circle, he can set up with his offhand 
to improve his shooting angle. When he isn’t in that position, though, it’s 
Giroux who is right-handed. Meanwhile, lefty Huberdeau stays on his on-
side, making him less of a shooting threat. That may explain why he 
hasn’t converted, despite upping his shot rate. 

Although Huberdeau is in an ideal position to set up his teammates, it’s 
tough for a player such as Giroux to receive the pass and shoot quickly if 
it’s set up laterally. 

Goalies have more time to react and reset, versus being tested with a 
one-timer. So, the current formation with handedness in mind can 
outright lessen how many dual threats are on the top unit. That’s why the 
Giroux and Huberdeau approach is one solution that may be worth trying 
instead of swapping Barkov and Giroux in the slot and right circle. 

Maybe another answer is adjusting who is on the top unit, particularly 
when Florida opts with a five-forward unit. 

Carter Verhaeghe can help the Panthers regroup quicker, seeing as he’s 
one of the best at entering the zone with the puck on his stick when he 
has less time and space at 5-on-5. Maybe he should be a consideration 
over Duclair or to try to get this unit going, especially with his MVP-
caliber play in Round 1 in mind. 

The risk of a five-forward unit can be how a team holds the zone. That 
actually wasn’t a problem in the regular season for this squad — and 
much of that likely has to do with Barkov’s defensive instincts and ability 
to hold the blue line. But clearly, setting up in formation and sustaining 
offensive pressure has become one regardless of who is on this top unit. 
So, it doesn’t hurt to have a player the team knows can carry it right back 
up the ice with speed. 

The power play isn’t the only area the Panthers aren’t popping as the 
offensive force it was throughout the regular season. But every missed 
opportunity on the advantage is deflating. And now when it’s a weapon 
on one side of the matchup, and a legitimate disadvantage on the other, 
it’s catching up to Florida, who are two losses away from their season 
ending. 
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TSN.CA / Flames focused on staying out of penalty box ahead of Game 
3 

 

Salim Valji 

 

As the Calgary Flames head north to Edmonton for Game 3 of their 
series against the Oilers, Darryl Sutter’s group is focused on staying out 
of the penalty box. 

At their even-strength best, the Flames can dominate teams for shifts or 
even periods at a time. They led the league in 5-on-5 goal differential and 
there have been glimpses of that in the postseason, however they 
haven’t spent as much time at 5-on-5 as they would like. 

So far, the Flames have played the second-most minutes of any playoff 
team on the penalty kill, while their 5-on-5 time is among the lowest. 
During the Dallas series, Sutter spoke to the officiating supervisor about 
the amount of coincidental penalties and 4-on-4 play. 

After Game 2 versus the Oilers, the Flames' head coach had a simple 
response when what the key was to staying out of the box. 

On Saturday, Sutter expanded on what he feels are the four most 
important components of a playoff series: goaltending, special teams, 
injuries, and officiating. 

“They’ve had 22.5 minutes of either 4-on-5 us or 4-on-4, which is not in 
our favour,” Sutter said. "You will not win the series if you do that. That’s 
22.5 over six periods. That’s definitely playing into [the favour of] two or 
three players on their team.” 

“We have to stay out of the penalty box,” said Flames forward Rasmus 
Andersson. “We took what, six yesterday? That’s at least five too many 
against this team. They have a lot of skill up front.” 

Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom outdueled the Stars' Jake Oettinger in 
Round 1. While his numbers have dipped in Round 2 (11 goals allowed 
through two games, equalling his total for the entire Dallas series), the 
coach is not pinning the Flames’ defensive deficiencies on one player.  

“I’m not pinning it on anybody,” Sutter said. “That’s not fair at all. The 
difference between [Game] One and [Game] Two is chances for and 
against, and break it down by quality.” 

“We can’t dwell on things,” Markstrom said. “It’s been too many goals 
against. We’ve got to be better and have a chance tomorrow.” 

“We didn’t to him any justice yesterday,” Andersson said. 

The two goals in the third period by the Oilers in particular were results of 
lapses by the Flames. On Zach Hyman's game winner, Andersson 
mishandled the puck at the point on the power play, allowing Hyman to 
skate in alone on a breakaway to put the Oilers ahead. Less than three 
minutes later, no Flames picked up Leon Draisaitl behind the defence, 
and he was also able to skate in uncontested.  

“We’re leaving our foundation and okaying into their hands.” Flames 
defenceman Noah Hanifin said afterwards. 

“The past two games here we haven’t really been playing (our type of 
hockey),” forward Tyler Toffoli said. “It’s been getting away from us.” 

“We paid the price required to win a game in the second round,” Oilers 
head coach Jay Woodcroft said after the game. “We found a way in a 
tough environment to score seven goals. Two of them got called back, of 
course, but we found a way to score seven.” 

When asked about adjustments his group made, Woodcroft didn’t want to 
“get into trade secrets” but mentioned how the team carried the puck up 
the ice that enabled those high quality scoring chances. 

“There were things we wanted to do on our breakouts that we were able 
to accomplish,” he said. “We talked about the ratio of breakouts to D 
zone coverage. I thought it was way more the number of where we 
wanted it to be. When we did defend, I thought we were harder. We 
didn’t spend as much time in our own zone and that’s a credit to the work 
ethic of everyone on the ice.” 

Woodcroft also went out of his way to praise Mike Smith, who was pulled 
less than seven minutes into Game 1 after allowing three goals on 10 
shots.  

“Can’t say enough about him. He doesn’t have an A on his jersey but 
he’s one of our leaders,” said Woodcroft. 

“Smitty’s just a battler, you know,” added Connor McDavid, who had two 
points in another heroic effort. "He played great, made some big saves, 
and makes a big play there to Leo to spring him for his goal. So, a little 
bit everything from him tonight.” 

Sutter gave a similar vote of confidence to Markstrom, who is a Vezina 
nominee - but has struggled in the Battle Of Alberta this season. 
Including the first two games of the series, he has a 4.24 goals-against 
average and 0.868 save percentage against the Oilers –whereas against 
all other teams, Markstrom has a 2.07 goals-against average and 0.927 
save percentage. 

On Saturday, Markstrom told reporters he had to be better. 

“Everyone, myself included, needs to take another step and get back to 
our game to be successful,” he said.  

“He certainly responded last night [after Game 2] and that’s the sign not 
of a guy who’s questioning how he’s playing,” Sutter said. “That’s a guy 
that wants to be the very best if he’s saying that. That’s a great attribute 
to have.” 
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