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Looking for a scapegoat in the Hurricanes’ loss to the rangers? ‘The power play stunk’ 

By Chip Alexander 

Game 3 of the Stanley Cup playoffs between the Hurricanes 
and Rangers ended with the Canes’ Max Domi and Rangers’ 
Ryan Lindgren wrestling at center ice, not long after New 
York coach Gerard Gallant spewed a few apparent 
expletives at Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

Yes, folks, we have a playoff series. The Hurricanes and 
Rangers are getting down to serious business in the second 
round. The heat is rising. 

The Canes’ opening series against Boston was more about 
bad blood and settling some old scores with the Bruins, and 
Carolina did that after seven games. With the Canes and the 
Rangers, it’s more about the two best teams in the 
Metropolitan Division deciding who’s the best in the most 
important games on the biggest stage. 

The Canes won the first two, at home. The Rangers have a 
home win after Sunday’s 3-1 victory in Game 3 that was not 
decided until a late empty-net goal as goalies Antti Raanta of 
the Canes and New York’s Igor Shesterkin shined again. 

The difference? 

“At the end of the day, the power play let us down again,” 
Nino Niederreiter, the only Hurricanes skater to beat 
Shesterkin on Sunday, said. 

DeAngelo was more blunt: “The power play stunk. That’s the 
reason we lost the game.” 

To Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour, it was a simple equation. 
The Rangers’ Mika Zibanejad scored a first-period power-
play goal while Carolina was 0-for-3 on the power play. 

“We’ve got to score,” Brind’Amour said. “Actually, we had a 
lot of good looks. First one, Svech hits the post, kind of a 
similar play to theirs, but they put it in the net.” 

That was Andrei Svechnikov, who did find the post with a 
power-play attempt. The Canes finished with seven power-
play shots, all stopped by Shesterkin, who patrolled the 
crease effectively and used his glove efficiently, looking the 
part of a guy who might win the Vezina Trophy in making 43 
saves in the game. 

DeAngelo, who quarterbacks the top power-play unit, was 
not as forgiving as his coach in assessing the power play — 
Carolina is 5-for 43 in the playoffs, and 0-for-7 against the 
Rangers. 

“You’ve got to score,’ said DeAngelo, who had no comment 
on what Gallant said to him. “We can’t keep going game after 
game with no power-play goals. We can keep saying we’re 
getting the chances, but it wasn’t good enough.” 

According to NaturalStatTrick.com, a hockey analytics web 
site, the Canes had nine scoring chances 5-on-4, with three 
“high-danger” chances. 

“They’re not always going to go in but eventually they have 
to,” DeAngelo said. “We have to do something to fix it. We’ve 
got a lot of belief in the guys and we’re working hard but it 
just seems a little flat.” 

Brind’Amour has been reluctant to switch up his power-play 
personnel. Center Jordan Staal, who can be a big presence 
in front of the net, is not being used on a power-play unit 
while Jesperi Kotkaniemi has been. Svechnikov has been 
used on the second unit. 

The Canes have power plays where they zip the puck 
around and get shots to the net. The skill and playmaking 
ability is there, but there are others where shots don’t get 
through, the puck movement is too slow and the passes too 
many, as if the players are overthinking things too much. 

In Sunday’s game, the Canes trailed 2-1 with 6:03 left in 
regulation when the Rangers’ Tyler Motte was called for 
slashing defenseman Brett Pesce. 

The Canes’ Vincent Trocheck lost the draw to begin the 
power play. Seth Jarvis had a giveaway. DeAngelo had a 
shot blocked and Niederreiter was wide of the net with an 
attempt. Svechnikov had two shots blocked. 

So it went. 

“We’ve got find a way to sharpen up and make them pay 
when we have to,” Niederreiter said. 
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Road continues to be Hurricanes’ Garden of nightmares, whether in Boston or New York 

By Luke DeCock 

At some point, presumably, the Carolina Hurricanes are 
going to have to win a game on the road. It’s improbable to 
imagine they can count on Florida and Colorado losing and 
rolling to the Stanley Cup in 28 games going 16-12. 

Why even cross the border at that point, if it comes to it? 

Madison Square turned out to be no different than TD had 
been for the Hurricanes, these gardens of their ongoing 
discontent. And like those games against the Boston Bruins, 
this one ended with after-the-whistle fireworks, Max Domi 
and Ryan Lindgren rolling around on the ice and New York 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant yelling at a Hurricanes player 
— apparently Tony DeAngelo — to “shut the (expletive) up,” 
although DeAngelo dismissed the notion he was the target. 

“I don’t think so,” DeAngelo said. “Pumped up about his win, 
I’m sure.” 

That kind of gamesmanship is as much a part of the playoffs 
as winning and losing games on special teams, and the 
Hurricanes are perfecting the latter part of the latter on the 
road. 

In this one, perhaps even more than any of the three losses 
in Boston, the Hurricanes could say that they did almost 
everything they needed to do five-on-five to win before losing 
3-1. 

Even strength, good. 

Special teams, bad. 

Stop me if you think that you’ve heard this one before. 

“It’s tough to say,” Hurricanes goal-scorer Nino Niederreiter 
said. “We’ve got to find a way to just bear down when we 
have the chances. Our penalty-kill is for the most part terrific. 
The power play just has to find a way to get a goal.” 

It’s impossible to ascribe any grand unifying theory to why 
the Hurricanes haven’t been able to win on the road so far, 
other than losing the special-teams battle in various ways in 
each game. That’s both overly broad and all too common a 
thread in any playoff series, anywhere. 

“Killed some penalties, scored a power-play goal, that’s how 
you win hockey games and tight games,” Gallant said, and 
on that the Hurricanes would agree. 

Don’t they know it. 

“They got one on theirs and we didn’t,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “That’s pretty much the game.” 

They have had a chance in all four losses, undone by their 
own discipline and the Bruins’ power play in the first two 
games in Boston, their inability to make the Bruins pay for 
their lack of discipline in Game 6 and — again — getting 
outscored on the power play Sunday. 

That was the difference, especially getting a power play with 
six minutes to go and a chance to equalize but failing to 
convert. 

“You could say you need to score right there, I know that’s 
what we’ll say, that’s what everyone would say,” DeAngelo 
said. “But we had three in the game? I think we had three. 
And a six-on-five chance too, so to me it’s four. Any of those 
go in, right, it’s a different game.” 

The Hurricanes were unquestionably the better team 
Sunday, in a much more wide-open game than the two in 
Raleigh, a far chippier game even before the end. Gallant 
worked blue in his postgame press conference as well, 
accusing the Hurricanes of message-sending, which would 
be news to anyone who’s watched the Hurricanes all year. 

Igor Shesterkin was a hair better than Antti Raanta despite 
letting a relatively harmless Nino Niederreiter backhand get 
past him, the softest goal of the series so far. Raanta made 
no such errors, and the Rangers’ goals were well taken; he 
was just one spectacular save short of Shesterkin. 

The Rangers blocked 17 shots — it seemed like more — and 
the Hurricanes still got 44 shots on the net. The longer the 
game went, the more likely the Hurricanes were to outscore 
the Rangers, but you only get 60 minutes, and then it’s time 
to move on to Game 4. 

“I would take that game most nights, to be honest with you,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

The problem with that, in the very small sample of a playoff 
series, is that any little thing — one hot goalie, one bad 
penalty, one missed call, one slumping power-play unit — 
can delay the larger deserved rewards until it’s too late. Over 
82 games, it’s all going to work out in the wash. Over seven, 
there’s a chance it does not. 

The Hurricanes, at least, guaranteed themselves another 
home game, with the Rangers forcing a Game 5 in Raleigh 
on Thursday at the least. An inaugural road win Tuesday 
would give them a chance to close out the series then. 
There’s absolutely no mystery what that would take. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 3: Carolina falls to New York, 3-1, in Game 3 of playoff series  

By Chip Alexander, Luke DeCock, and Justin Pelletier 

The Carolina Hurricanes go for their first road win of the 
playoffs at the New York Rangers in Game 3 of their second-
round NHL playoff series Sunday afternoon at Madison 
Square Garden after posting a 2-0 win in Game 2 on Friday 
to go up 2-0 in the series. 

Game 4 is Tuesday 7 p.m. The NHL has not yet set a time 
for a potential Game 5 at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock 
are at MSG and will have live observations from the scene, 
with Justin Pelletier chipping in from Raleigh. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Sunday’s game — and the rest of the series — is available 
only on ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily 
Kaplan). Bally Sports South will broadcast a Hurricanes-
focused post-game show featuring Abby Labar and Shane 
Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have the call on the 
Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 

THIRD PERIOD 

Empty netter for NY: And that will just about do it. Tylor Motte 
into the empty net. 

Canes pull the goalie: With 2:29 to play, Brind’Amour elects 
to pull Raanta for a sixth skater. And Kreider misses an 
empty net?? 

Big kill for New York: With now fewer than 5 minutes to play, 
the Canes PP remains atrocious, and the Rangers snag the 
momentum back now after killing that off. Canes now 9 for 
their past 92. Yeesh. 

Big PP moment for Carolina: Tyler Motte knocks the stick out 
of the hands of Brett Pesce along the boards. He’s a key PK 
player for the Rangers, too. Big moment for the Canes. 

Raanta with the big save: Antti Raanta with an explosive 
save on Kaapo Kakko. Keeps the Canes in the mix here with 
about 11 minutes to play in regulation. 

Lines back to form for Rangers: Rangers back to their lines 
that they had been using before today, so “Kid Line” is back 
together, Vatrano with Kreider and Zibanejad, Copp with 
Strome and Panarin. 

Shesterkin playing like ... Shesterkin: The Vezina Trophy 
finalist is playing like it tonight. He’s up to 40 saves on 41 
shots as the Canes comintue to press here in the third. The 
Canes didn’t score on the PP to start the period, but seized 
all of the momentum and have carried most of the play 
through the first media timeout. 

Smith streaking: During the intermission, a second assist 
was added on Nino Niederreiter’s goal and Brendan Smith 
now has a three-game point streak, tied for longest on the 
team this postseason. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Broken record: Stop us if you think that you’ve heard this one 
before: Hurricanes dominating five-on-five (scoring chances 
26-12) but an opposing PPG is the difference. Rangers up 2-

1 through two. Hurricanes get 93 seconds of power play on 
fresh ice to start the third. 

Late penalty call to NY: The Rangers get unlucky as Alexis 
Lafreniere is whistled for a high stick after contacting Staal in 
the head. Canes to the PP for the final seconds of the 
second, and will have a PP for 1:34 to start the 3rd. 

Rangers back to the PP: Carolina had the momentum, but... 
Svechnikov goes to the box for interference. Canes on the 
PK again. Hurricanes had been coming since the goal. 
Necas has been active. Then Svech goes for interference 
after running into Fox. First penalty since the Rangers’ PPG. 

Jump in their step: Canes with some jump now. Putting more 
heat on Shesterkin. Svechnikov nearly stuffs one in on the 
wraparound. Almost had time to get that on his blade. 

Lead cut in half: Nino Neiderreiter sneaks a backhand 
through Shesterkin to halve the lead. A little puck luck for the 
Canes, as Shesterkin would almost always have that. At 
8:18, puck found a seam between the arm and body. 

Big goal for New York: The Canes did a good job coming 
back from 1-0 down late in Game 1. If they’re going to come 
back, it’ll have to be from two goals this time. Chris Kreider 
with the goal, and the first two-goal lead for either team in the 
series NOT ties to an empty-netter. 

Up and down action: Brendan Smith breaks up a four-on-
one, going to the ice in front of Artemi Panarin, and then Max 
Domi at the other end hits Shesterkin with a shot that pops 
up and into the Rangers crease, but laid flat, and was swept 
away. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Brief recap: Canes did some good things in the first — put 17 
shots on net, won 14 of 21 draws, were solid 5 on 5. But 
Shesterkin is 17-17. Canes are 0-1 on the power play and 0-
1 on the penalty kill. 

Shot advantage: Canes through 1: Big pileup in front of Antti 
Raanta as the seconds tick down in the first period. Raanta 
made all the necessary stops, and through one period, the 
Rangers lead, 1-0. Shots are 18-13, 5v5 shot attempts 21-
20, both favoring Carolina. 

Shesterkin engaged early: Jesperi Kotkaniemi comes in fast 
on a line change and is set up by Andrei Svechnikov, but 
Shesterkin ove forward with a kind of body poke check to 
deny the chance. 

First PP, first goal: The Rangers cash in at home, and grab 
the lead in the first period, the first first-period goal of the 
series. Zibanejad scores from the left circle on a pass from 
Panarin. 

Rangers get a chance on the PP: The Rangers will get a 
chance with the extra skater after Brady Skjei was tangled up 
behind the net with Mika Zibanejad. The Rangers’ forward 
went down, the referee’s arm went up, and here we are. 

Canes’ ‘D’ stifling early: It took the Rangers more than six 
minutes to register a shot on goal, and that was a weak 
backhander easily smothered by Antti Raanta. 
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First PP to the Hurricanes: Lindgren called for a crosscheck 
and the Canes got the first power play of the contest. The 
Canes were 5-for-40 on the power play in the playoffs to this 
point, and need to generate more on special teams. Update: 
No goal for the Canes on the PP. 5-for-41. 

Good start for New York: As we mentioned in the pregame, 
the Rangers shuffled the lines, and that starting line had a 
great first shift against the Canes. 

PREGAME 

The Rangers shuffle: Gerard Gallant said he would tweak his 
lines. And he’s done so. Starters for the Rangers include a 
line of Copp-Kakko and Vatrano, one player from each of the 
lines that were together in Carolina. 

Lineup consistent: Pregame lines in warmups looked the 
same as they did in Game 2, with Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis, 
Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas, Niederreiter-Staal-Fast and 
Domi-Kotkaniemi-Lorentz up front and the normal back end 
pairings on the blue line. 

Presence of Great One-ness: According to the Rangers, 
celebrities at the game include Wayne Gretzky (as a fan, not 
a Turner broadcaster), “Stranger Things” actor David 
Harbour and punting legend Sean Landeta. 

Hopper and Young Tony Soprano are here but the real news 
is 99 needs an identifier. 

Should just say “Wayne Gretzky: Wayne Gretzky” 
pic.twitter.com/r0JP4P6y5i 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 22, 2022 

MORNING UPDATE 

No changes to the Hurricanes’ lineup, although Frederik 
Andersen made the trip with the team to New York. He has 
yet to join the team for a full practice and Rod Brind’Amour 
said again he will have no update on Andersen until the 
goalie reaches that point. 

“I don’t have anything to tell you,” Brind’Amour said. “Nothing 
to say. I’d love to say he’s practicing and he’s right there, but 
he’s not there yet.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said he plans to ice the same 
lineup, but will shuffle his lines again after doing that late in 
Game 2. 

Jean Hebert and Chris Rooney are the referees. Hebert 
worked Game 6 of the first-round series against the Boston 
Bruins. Jonny Murray and Ryan Gibbons are the linesmen 
for the second straight game. 

 

 

 

Hurricanes playoff road woes continue as Rangers power past Carolina in Game 3 at MSG 

By Chip Alexander 

A five-word message was waiting Sunday for the Carolina 
Hurricanes at Madison Square Garden: “No Quit in New 
York.” 

It was on white rally towels and T-shirts left in the seats and 
shown on the massive scoreboard. And displayed on the ice 
by the New York Rangers. 

In another tight, low-scoring game that again featured the 
two goaltenders — New York’s Igor Shesterkin and the 
Canes’ Antti Raanta — the Rangers and Shesterkin emerged 
with a 3-1 win in Game 3 of the best-of-seven series. 

Game 4 is Tuesday at the Garden, the Canes looking to take 
a 3-1 lead back to Raleigh, while the Rangers will be seeking 
to square the series. Carolina is 6-0 at home, but now 0-4 on 
the road, a puzzling contrast. 

The Rangers then played it that way, taking the lead, never 
giving it up and killing off three penalties as the Canes’ 
power-play struggles continued — Carolina is 5-for-43 in the 
playoffs. Shesterkin was in the middle of it all, giving up one 
soft goal but closing it down from there in finishing with 43 
saves. 

The game wasn’t decided until Tyler Motte’s empty-net goal 
— from the New York end. 

New York’s Mika Zibanejad scored a power-play goal for a 1-
0 lead in the first period and Chris Kreider’s snipe of a shot in 
the second period made it 2-0. 

Zibanejad’s goal came on a quick shot from the left circle, 
ending Raata’s shutout streak of almost 148 minutes. 
Zibanejad then had a hand in the Kreider goal, legally lifting 
the stick of defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who had it slip out 
of his hands and was defenseless as Kreider got off a shot 
that beat Raanta to the short side. 

And then Nino Niederreiter scored for the Canes. 

Shesterkin, despite giving up some rebounds, stopped all 17 
Carolina shots in the first period and was continuing to shut 
down the Canes until Niederreiter flipped backhander at him. 

Goal, Niederreiter. It was a soft goal and a 2-1 game at 8:18 
of the second. 

No quit in the Canes, either. They continued to push in the 
final two periods as they kept forechecking pressure on the 
Rangers shift after shift. 

The Canes outshot the Rangers 18-10 in the second and 
had a 35-23 edge through two periods. Jordan Staal was 
high-sticking late in the period and the Canes began the third 
with 1:33 of power play time. 

The Canes didn’t score but kept pushing the pace, kept 
pushing shots on Shesterkin.
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers get rolling, Oilers pull ahead, Lightning extend lead 

By Harman Dayal, Shayna Goldman and more 

Game 3: Lightning 5, Panthers 1 | Tampa Bay leads 3-0 

Who was the guy: Nikita Kucherov has been a difference-
maker this series. His goal and three assists in Game 3 bring 
him up to seven points in Round 2, 15 points in 10 playoff 
tilts. As much as the expectation can be for him to be more 
of a goal scorer, it’s some stellar passing that’s making him 
so dangerous throughout the playoffs — look at his setup to 
Corey Perry in Game 1, on Ross Colton’s game winner in 
Game 2, or on Steven Stamkos’ score in Game 3. The 
Lightning winger is more of a dual-threat than he gets credit 
for, and he’s rising to the occasion once again this 
postseason.  

What was the key: There’s a level of urgency and 
desperation from the Lightning (see we nerds can talk about 
feelings and emotions, too!), and a lot of it is coming from 
their defenders.  

There was Ryan McDonagh getting his stick in the way of 
Jonathan Huberdeau’s power-play chance. And Jan Rutta 
clearing the puck out of the blue paint before it could cross 
the goal line late in the third. Plus timely blocks from Victor 
Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev. Don’t forget, the game 
winner was scored by a more defensive defenseman in Erik 
Cernak.  

Shot blocking isn’t always a perfect measure of defense. 
Sometimes, it’s just reactionary after a defender can’t stop a 
shot from happening in the first place. Still, it’s noteworthy 
that the team trying to avoid going on the brink of elimination 
only had four blocks between all six defenders while Hedman 
matched that individually. Those efforts — between blocks 
and defensive plays to force Florida to miss the net — are 
why these teams were almost even in shots on goal (36-35), 
despite the Panthers generating 12 more attempts than their 
opponents.  

Key stat: Andrei Vasilevskiy saved 2.0 goals above expected 
in all situations via Natural Stat Trick. That’s equal to the goal 
differential before the Lightning scored two empty-netters to 
seal their victory.  

The moment it was over: The Panthers got over one hurdle 
by connecting on the power play after going 0-for-25 to open 
the playoffs. On their advantage in the second period, Florida 
generated some legitimately dangerous chances but couldn’t 
tie the score. That seemed like their best chance to really 
change the tides of this game. But less than two minutes 
later, a vintage Stamkos goal, set up by Kucherov, made this 
a 3-1 game in favor of the home team.  

In the regular season, coming back from a two-goal deficit 
wasn’t a challenge for Florida — they managed through a lot 
worse. But this team hasn’t had that same offensive pop in 
the postseason. So that score just made the hill they already 
had to climb even steeper — with Vasilevskiy’s difference-
making play at the top of it.  

The moment of the game: So let’s talk about one of those 
dangerous chances on that second period power play. Aaron 
Ekblad sent Huberdeau a cross-slot pass, and Vasilevskiy 
didn’t move laterally quick enough. Huberdeau had the time 
and space to score on a fairly empty net, but McDonagh just 
got in the shooting lane and got his stick on it. 

That was a defining moment of the game. It was the 
Panthers’ best chance to tie, and instead, less than two 
minutes later, Tampa Bay pulled ahead 3-1.  

Panthers Worry Meter:      … It feels like a 
matter of ‘when’ not ‘if’ their season is going to end this 
series. Good luck trying to battle back from being down 3-0 
against the reigning champs! 

Lightning Worry Meter:  … Banged up and without 
Brayden Point, the Lightning are make a damn statement 
this round. 

Game 3: Rangers 3, Hurricanes 1 | Carolina leads 2-1 

Who was the guy: Can we just start skipping this part after 
Rangers games? Do we really need to say it every time? It’s 
Igor Shesterkin. It’s always Igor Shesterkin. It’s always going 
to be Igor Shesterkin. He’s the primary reason the Rangers 
had 110 points this season. He’s the primary reason they 
beat the Penguins. He’s the primary reason they’re not down 
3-0 in this series by a combined score of 14-3. Shesterkin 
stopped 43 of 44 shots, saving 3.51 goals above expected. 
The soft goal he gave up to Nino Niederreiter — a harmless-
looking backhand that trickled through between his left arm 
and torso — was a shocker, a moment of humanity from a 
seemingly inhuman puck-stopping machine. But credit to 
Rangers fans, who almost immediately started chanting 
“Igor! Igor!” in a neat show of support right after the 
goal.“They supported me even though I kind of let them 
down in that one spot,” Shesterkin said via an interpreter 
after the game. 

What was the key: You mean besides Shesterkin? Well, after 
two hyper-defensive efforts in Raleigh, the Rangers opened 
things up a bit in this one in an effort to get the offense 
rolling. You can do that sort of thing when you have 
Shesterkin backing you up. So while it allowed the 
Hurricanes to squeeze off 44 shots on goal, New York had 
33 of its own, including a power-play one-timer from Mika 
Zibanejad off a no-look pass from Artemi Panarin, and a sick 
snipe from Chris Kreider that stood as the game winner. You 
can only sit back and pray for a 1-0 win so long. Eventually, 
you have to try to score. The Rangers did that on Sunday. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in these playoffs. 
They are 0-4 on the road. 

The moment it was over: Can you imagine if, after Kreider 
missed an uncontested empty-netter from 34 feet with 2:18 
to go, the Hurricanes had managed to tie it late, like they did 
in Game 1? The poor guy would never sleep again. 
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Fortunately for Kreider, Tyler Motte banked in a 146-foot 
backhander about a minute later, securing the win. 

The moment of the game: Well, more like moment after the 
game. At the horn, Carolina’s Max Domi cross-checked the 
Rangers’ Ryan Lindgren and the standard end-of-postgame 
melee ensued. Rangers coach Gerard Gallant appeared to 
be yelling at Carolina’s Tony DeAngelo to “grow the fuck up” 
from the bench.“I wasn’t happy with the bullshit at the end of 
the game that they initiated. We didn’t do that when the 
games were close. They put their guys on (the ice), that’s 
fine. They wanted to play like that. We’ve got the guys that 
can match that.” Message-sending after playoff losses is as 
old as the game itself, but does it accomplish anything? “The 
game’s over,” Gallant said. “We’ve still got four games to go 
with those guys. They’re not sending any message. We’ve 
got the guy that can handle all their guys if we want to.” So, 
uh, Ryan Reaves, you might want to get ready. Just in case.  

Hurricanes worry meter:    … They’ve been the better 
team in every game, which has to be comforting. But each 
game’s been agonizingly close, which has to be at least a 
little disconcerting. Goalies can steal series. Happens every 
year. 

Rangers worry meter:    … When you have to work 
this hard just to steal a game, knowing you have to win four 
out of five is daunting, to say the least. 

Game 3: Oilers 4, Flames 1 | Edmonton leads 2-1 

Who was the guy: I’m going to cheat here and point to 
Edmonton’s top line as a whole. 

Every single member of that line was exceptional, the trio 
playing in perfect synchrony. Evander Kane’s natural hat 
trick in the second period will grab the headlines and pushes 
him to the NHL lead with 10 postseason goals. He was in all 
alone on Jacob Markstrom for all three goals, showing good 
patience in waiting until Markstrom went down before making 
his moves. 

Kane’s finishing was clinical as part of a night where he had 
a game-high six shots and 10 hits. The reason he had those 
glorious chances boils down to Connor McDavid and Leon 
Draisaitl though, who put on a playmaking clinic with the 
effortless way they carved Calgary’s defense on the rush. 
Draisaitl had four assists and McDavid three. 

McDavid’s presence alone had a gravity-like impact which 
opened space for Kane’s 2-0 goal, for example. Usually 
when a player is driving through the centre lane like Kane 
was, a defender will follow. But Oliver Kylington was double-
minded because he knew if he followed Kane that McDavid 
would be wide open, so Kylington ended up in no man’s land 
with his coverage. 

What was the key: Edmonton’s stars outplayed Calgary’s 
stars. No individual player can match McDavid but some 
wondered whether Calgary’s top line, which was the best in 
the NHL in the regular season, could neutralize McDavid as 
a collective heading into this series. Darryl Sutter sent out his 
top line to directly match up against McDavid’s trio on a lot of 
shifts and they were thoroughly outclassed all night. This is 
where it also feels worthwhile to mention Chris Tanev’s 
absence so far this series — he’s one of the league’s best 
shutdown defenders and the rest of Calgary’s top-four looked 
awful trying to slow McDavid down. 

Key stat: McDavid has 23 points in the playoffs and we’re 
only halfway through Round 2 — that would have led the 
entire postseason in scoring in 2011, 2012, 2015 and 2019. 

The moment it was over: The Flames were flat offensively 
the entire game but they had a second-period power play to 
try and turn the momentum after Edmonton poured on three 
goals in the middle frame. Calgary not only failed to score on 
the man advantage but moments later, Kane scored his third 
of the night to make it 4-0. 

The moment of the game: How cool is this play by No.97? 
We’re watching the best player in the world play the best 
hockey of his career and it’s such a treat. 

Oilers Worry Meter:    … It’s easy to feel unstoppable 
when you have McDavid and Draisaitl playing like this. 

Flames Worry Meter:      … Calgary came back 
from a 2-1 series deficit to Dallas so this challenge shouldn’t 
faze them, but McDavid looks immortal and there’s not much 
you can do to slow him right now. 

On tap for Monday 

• Panthers at Lightning, 7 p.m. ET (Lightning lead 3-0) 

• Avalanche at Blues, 9:30 p.m. ET (Avalanche lead 2-1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes had ‘opportunities to win’ but ‘power play stunk’ in Game 3 loss 
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By Sara Civian 

NEW YORK — Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour is a 
big believer in the process. You don’t get the nickname “Rod 
the Bod” for nothing. Legend has it he’s never missed more 
than two consecutive days at the gym when healthy. Like, 
actually never. 

He had a 484-game ironman streak in his NHL career, and 
he won back-to-back Selke Trophies with the Canes in 2005 
and 2006. He was the captain of the only Hurricanes team to 
win the Stanley Cup. You get it. 

In his four years at the helm as head coach, he’s designed a 
team based on this stingy defensive process, and he’s 
somehow convinced even the most reluctant skill guys to buy 
in. 

And in my four years covering him, I’ve noticed a pattern of 
Brind’Amour returning the favor. 

As long as the Canes are suppressing enough chances and 
generating at least a few high-danger opportunities of their 
own, Brind’Amour is incredibly reluctant to criticize the team 
after a loss. This was especially evident in a stretch of losses 
in the dog days of this regular season where the Canes kept 
out-chancing, out-Corsi-ing and, at times, out-playing 
opponents. According to Brind’Amour, Carolina just wasn’t 
“getting the bounces.” 

The man has a lot of patience, trust and respect for the 
process. So I was a little surprised when he broke character 
Sunday after the Hurricanes’ 3-1 Game 3 loss at Madison 
Square Garden. 

“Was this the best road game you’ve played this 
postseason?” I asked. 

“They all kinda suck when you don’t win,” he 
responded. “Overall, we had our opportunities to win. It felt 
pretty good, the way we were going. We just couldn’t get the 
puck in the net.” 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the Canes outshot the 
Rangers 44-33, out-high-danger-chanced them 20-11 and 
owned 67.65 percent of the overall scoring chances. 

This is the exact comeback-effort chart you want to see. 

Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin deserves credit for 
surviving the game and the third-period onslaught. He saved 
3.51 goals above expected against 58 unblocked shots, and 
denied 43 of the Canes’ 44 shots. The Rangers defense 
deserves credit for the shot blocking on display during the 
Canes’ third-period comeback effort, too. 

“They blocked a ton of shots, so give them a ton of credit,” 
Brind’Amour tipped his hat. “I looked up and we still had like 
40 (shots on net). I stopped looking at one point, so we’re 
getting pucks there, but they’re just not getting through. Give 
them a lot of credit.” 

The dagger, as it has been on the road, was special teams. 
Jordan Staal and Co. have been doing a fantastic job stifling 

the Rangers stars at even strength, but give Mika Zibanejad 
enough power-play opportunities and there’s no stopping 
him. Meanwhile, nothing was cooking on the Canes’ man 
advantage. Carolina went 0-for-3 on the evening, which 
doesn’t seem that bad on the surface, but they had a golden 
opportunity in the midst of their stout third-period comeback 
effort that only seemed to suck the life out of them. 

Nino Niederreiter ended the night with an excellent power-
play chance early in the game, a flukey even-strength goal, 
and eventual promotion to the first power-play unit. I asked 
him the same question I asked Brind’Amour — was this your 
best road game? 

“Yeah, I would say so,” he said. “We definitely had enough 
chances to win this hockey game. It was definitely the start 
we wanted. We knew we had to play our way to win that 
hockey game, and at the end of the day the power play let us 
down again.” 

Looks like the postgame locker-room message was about 
missed opportunities — especially on the power play. 

“The power play stunk,” Tony DeAngelo said. “We gotta 
score. We can’t keep going game after game (not scoring on 
the power play). It wasn’t good enough. We’ve got a lot of 
belief in our guys, we’re working hard. It just seems a little 
flat.” 

How do you fix that right now? 

“It’s execution, honestly,” Jaccob Slavin said. “We’ve got 
guys who are skilled. We’ve had the power play in the past 
and throughout the season be excellent. We were in the top 
there for a while. It’s just a matter of execution and, honestly, 
work. We’ve got to work a little harder.” 

The Canes are now 0-4 in playoff road games. This is 
obviously an issue, and so is the power play. 

“In the playoffs, you don’t talk about the process,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s what the regular season’s for.” 

I distinctly remember Brind’Amour talking about the process 
during that 2019 Eastern Conference final run, actually, but 
this team is different. This team isn’t just happy to be here, 
and this team is a little bit more than a good process and a 
bad result. To be clear — the Canes did basically all they 
could except execute on the power play or elevate just a little 
bit to make one of their even-strength chances matter. 

“I would take that game, most nights, if I’m being honest with 
you,” Brind’Amour finally admitted. “We had pretty good 
opportunities and Grade-As. We did have some seconds. 
We were around the net. We didn’t capitalize on the power 
play, and they did. That was kinda … it boils down to that. It 
really shouldn’t because if we get a five-on-five somewhere 
else, then maybe it doesn’t, but we gotta come through 
there. Especially at the end.” 

These guys might actually have what it takes. They should 
start acting like it on the road. 
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Hurricanes’ playoff road and power play woes continue in 3-1 loss to Rangers 

By Cory Lavalette  

NEW YORK — There are two things the Carolina Hurricanes 
haven’t figured out this postseason: how to score on the 
power play and how to win on the road. 

That continued in Sunday’s Game 3 at Madison Square 
Garden. 

The Rangers got 43 saves from Igor Shesterkin, scored a 
power play goal of their own and held on for a 3-1 win to cut 
the Hurricanes’ lead two games to one in their Eastern 
Conference semifinal series. 

“You’re not gonna win if you don’t score more than one,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. 

Carolina went 0 for 3 on the power play, including failing to 
register a shot on their final chance when they were down a 
goal with six minutes left in the game. 

Brind’Amour said he liked the look of his power play though 
acknowledged it needed to “connect,” but his players were 
blunter in their assessments. 

“Our power play stunk,” defenseman Tony DeAngelo said. 
“It’s the reason we lost the game. It’s gotta score. We can’t 
keep going game after game with no power play goals. We 
keep telling you guys we get chances, tonight we didn’t. It 
wasn’t good enough.” 

Nino Niederreiter added, “At the end of the day, the power 
play let us down again.” 

The Rangers’ power play did convert, needing just 74 
seconds on its first chance to register the first man 
advantage goal of the series. 

New York was outshot 12-4 in the first 10 minutes of the 
game but took a 1-0 lead when Mika Zibanejad scored short 
side from the left faceoff dot at 11:54. 

New York doubled its lead at 5:55 of the second when Chris 
Kreider picked the far side corner on Antti Raanta (30 saves) 
to make it 2-0. 

It took 23 shots before the Hurricanes got a goal past 
Shesterkin. 

Niederreiter came up the right wing with speed and 
backhanded a shot that handcuffed the Rangers goalie and 
made 2-1 at 8:18 of the middle frame. 

The Hurricanes continued to throw shots at the Rangers’ net, 
and after two tight-checking games in which they totaled 49 
shots on goal, the Hurricanes finished with 44 in Game 3. 

“We’re getting pucks there, it just felt like none of them got 
through,” Brind’Amour said. The Rangers blocked 17 shots, 
but 10 of them came in the third period. 

When they did get through, Shesterkin was there to stop 
them. 

“He’s a good goalie. You’ve gotta give him credit,” said 
Hurricanes forward Max Domi, who finished with a playoff 
career-high four shots on goal. “Stay with it and eventually 
you’re gonna make him crack.” 

Tyler Motte added an empty-net goal with 83 seconds left for 
his first goal of the postseason. 

The loss dropped Carolina to 0-4 on the road this 
postseason, a baffling turn for a team that tied for the league 
lead with 25 road wins in the regular season. 

“If you’re not gonna score on special teams, you’re gonna 
have a tough time winning on the road,” DeAngelo said. 

There was also some vitriol at the end of the game with Domi 
being assessed a penalty after the horn for cross-checking 
Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren, leading to both players 
tussling as the teams tried to leave the ice. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant could be seen yelling at 
Hurricanes players from the bench, and he invoked his trump 
card in the postgame interview by reminding Carolina that he 
has enforcer Ryan Reaves on his side. 

“We got the guy that can handle all their guys if we have to. 
… You got a lot of memory in this,” Gallant said. “You think 
about things and, like I said, it might be on the other foot 
someday.” 

Domi called it “part of the game,” and Brind’Amour said he 
“didn’t really see what happened.” 

As for Gallant yelling at his players — it seemed DeAngelo 
was the primary target — Brind’Amour again had nothing to 
say. 

“I didn’t catch any of that, so I can’t comment,” the coach 
said. 

Notes: The Hurricanes’ 44 shots on goal were the most for 
the team in a regulation playoff game since May 5, 2002, a 
4-1 loss at home to Montreal in Game 2 of Carolina’s 
Eastern Conference semifinal series with the Canadiens. 
Brind’Amour had the lone goal in that game against eventual 
Hart and Vezina winner Jose Theodore. … Andrei 
Svechnikov had a team-high nine shots attempts, including 
tying Vincent Trocheck for the most shots on goal with five. 
… Brendan Smith got an assist on Niederreiter’s goal and 
now has points in all three games in the series. 
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Category 5: Series shifts to MSG for Rangers-Hurricanes Game 3 

By Cory Lavalette  

The second round series between the Rangers and the 
Hurricanes continues in New York City with Sunday’s Game 
3 matinee at Madison Square Garden. 

1. The Hurricanes, 6-3 so far in the postseason, are still 
looking for their first road win. Carolina is a perfect 6-0 at 
PNC Arena but lost all three games at Boston’s TD Garden 
in Round 1. 

They’ll try to change that Sunday in Game 3 against the 
Rangers. 

“I think we learned a lot in that first series in Boston,” 
defenseman Brady Skjei said Saturday. “(I don’t know if we) 
took it for granted, but you’ve got a team on the ropes like 
this you want to really play your best hockey and go in there, 
and getting a couple wins would be great.” 

MSG used to be a house of horrors for the Hurricanes, even 
going back to Rod Brind’Amour’s playing days. The coach 
attributed that to New York’s X-factor, Henrik Lundqvist, and 
the Rangers have another all-world goalie in Shesterkin. 

The Hurricanes, however, won both games at MSG this year, 
helping them clinch the Metropolitan Division down the 
stretch — wins Brind’Amour called “irrelevant” to what might 
happen Sunday and Tuesday. 

Skjei said the keys will be staying out of the penalty box and 
sticking to the game plan. 

“We just need to go in there and play like any other game, 
home or away,” he said. “Just play our style and we should 
be all right.” 

Brind’Amour’s just hoping for more of the same. 

“We don’t need to change anything,” he said. “They’re not 
gonna change. I mean, why would you?” 

2. The first two games of the Rangers series have been 
decided more by mistakes than lucky bounces or spectacular 
individual efforts. 

Tony DeAngelo’s turnover in Game 1 led to the odd-man 
rush that created New York’s only goal of the series so far, 
while the Rangers’ defense broke down on Sebastian Aho’s 
game-tying goal. 

In Game 2, New York allowed several shorthanded chances, 
and Aho again made them pay with a perfect feed to 
Brendan Smith for the game-winning goal. 

Only Ian Cole’s overtime winner in Game 1 — a seemingly 
harmless shot that hit the stick of Rangers defenseman Ryan 
Lindgren and got past Igor Shesterkin — had some puck luck 
to it. 

So it’s fair to assume that limiting mistakes could be the 
difference in Game 3 — especially in a surprisingly low-
scoring series so far that the Hurricanes’ coach admitted he 
thought would be “more wide open.” 

“I didn’t anticipate it being like this, to be honest with you,” 
Brind’Amour said. “But sometimes you force it and you get 

the break, sometimes you don’t. But I think at the end of the 
day, it’s both teams trying to stick to what they believe in.” 

The series could change and become more wide open with 
the Rangers having the last change at home. Certainly Mika 
Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Frank Vatrano are looking 
forward to getting away from the suffocating Jordan Staal 
line that was tethered to them in Games 1 and 2. 

“I don’t know how the games are gonna go up there,” 
Brind’Amour said. “They might be more of the same or it 
might be totally different. I’m not sure, but I think you just 
have to be able to adapt to the way the game has gone.” 

3. You can see the bumps, bruises and worse accumulating 
around the four remaining playoff series. Colorado 
defenseman Sam Girard was knocked out for the rest of the 
postseason with a broken sternum after a big hit Saturday 
from St. Louis’ Pavel Buchnevich, and Blues goalie Jordan 
Binnington left the same game after a collision in goal. 

The Hurricanes have been fortunate to not suffer anything 
serious yet. Jordan Martinook is inching toward being ready 
— Brind’Amour said he’d be able to play if needed but was 
not 100% — and Frederik Andersen’s slow crawl toward 
rejoining the team perhaps took a step forward when he 
joined the team for the trip to New York. 

The Rangers’ defense has been slowed a bit by an injury to 
Lindgren, who missed three games in the first round against 
Pittsburgh and will be battling the lower-body injury “right 
until the end of the playoffs,” according to New York coach 
Gerard Gallant. 

Carolina has its share of mild maladies as well. Players are 
“getting treatment” for various aches and pains, and some — 
like Skjei — have even skipped some practices to rest up. 

“I’m good. I feel healthy,” Skjei said Saturday. “The playoffs 
bring that physical element, which I enjoy. I think that’s the 
best part about hockey. And this style of hockey is awesome. 
Everyone’s playing desperate and playing physical, making 
big blocks. So no, I feel good. Gotta keep moving forward.” 

4. There have been no power play goals in the Hurricanes’ 
last three games — none for, none against. The last time 
that happened in the playoffs for Carolina was 2019 when 
neither the Hurricanes nor the Capitals scored on the power 
play in Games 6 and 7 of the first round, and then the same 
happened in Game 1 of Round 2 against the Islanders. 

That was part of a seven-game power play drought for the 
Hurricanes, one that started in Game 4 against the Caps and 
finally ended in Game 4 against the Isles when Aho scored in 
the first period. 

The Hurricanes’ power play is at 12.5% this postseason, 
scoring five times on 40 opportunities. That’s the same 
conversion rate as the Flames and not as bad as the 
Panthers, who have yet to score on 25 chances this 
postseason. 

Brind’Amour didn’t seem too concerned with his power play. 

“You guys all write the numbers, but that’s the last thing I 
look at,” he said,” because you might be crappy and get a 
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power play goal. That doesn’t matter. It’s are you doing what 
you want to do? Are you creating looks? Are you getting 
zone time? 

“Sometimes it doesn’t go. I thought it’s been pretty good the 
last four or five games, actually. … We came close a few 
times (Friday) on it. Obviously, it’s a big part of the game.” 

5. Gallant has continued to wear a brave face despite being 
down 2-0 in the series. 

“That was two good games in a row,” he said Saturday. “We 
came away 0-2, but I thought we played good hockey.” 

That’s different than the tune the Bruins were singing in 
Round 1 when they lost Games 1 and 2 and seemed 
shocked to be down 2-0. 

Boston, as we know, bounced back. The Rangers will try to 
do the same starting Sunday. 

“We just gotta make sure we take care of our home ice now,” 
Gallant added Saturday. “We gotta make sure we win 
tomorrow. One game at a time and then we’ll worry about 
Game 4, but they held court. It’s a long series. Like I said, 
we’ve been here, done that before.” 
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Recap: Shesterkin Guides New York To Game Three Victory 

By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK, NY. - New York Rangers netminder Igor 
Shesterkin stopped 43 out of 44 shots from the Carolina 
Hurricanes Sunday, earning his team a 3-1 victory in Game 
3.  

Three Things 

1) He's A Hart & Vezina Trophy Candidate For A Reason 

In Game 2 Friday night in Raleigh the two teams combined 
for 43 total shots on goal. This afternoon Carolina alone 
published that amount, plus one more. 

Shesterkin was dialed in from the get-go though, turning 
away chance after chance from the Canes. Including a diving 
poke check stop on Jesperi Kotkaniemi during the first 
period, the Russian netminder was every bit as good as 
advertised. Prior to the end of the second period Shesterkin 
had already seen 35 shots. 

Despite denying 20 Grade A-chances over the course of 60 
minutes, the only shot that got through him on the day was a 
routine looking backhander from Nino Niederreiter. 

2) Special Teams Execution 

Carolina went 0-for-3 on the power play in the effort, keeping 
their struggles on the man advantage at the forefront of 
discussion. 

Rod Brind'Amour said post-game that he liked what the units 
were able to produce, citing a couple hit posts as chances 
that he liked, just didn't go in. 

What highlighted Carolina's lack of execution on the power 
play further was that New York scored on their first man 
advantage of the afternoon, forcing Carolina to play from 
behind early on. 

3) Another Strong Day From Rants 

New York's third goal on the afternoon was an empty net 
marker, meaning just two out of 32 shots got by Antti Raanta. 

It was another strong performance for the Carolina 
goaltender, who denied several two-on-ones and odd-man 
rushes by the Rangers. Per NaturalStatTrick.com the home 
team had 11 high-danger chances. 

By the end of the day, he had faced at least 10 shots in all 
three periods. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour sharing if today's game was more of what 
he expected in the series and some of his thoughts on 
today's contest... 

"Kind of. A little more up and down with more scoring 
opportunities. I liked our game overall, but you're not going to 
win by scoring just one. Give them a ton of credit; they 
blocked a ton of shots. A ton. We had over 40 shots. We 
were getting pucks there, it just didn't felt like a lot got 
through. Give them a ton of credit." 

Jaccob Slavin on if he felt like it was Carolina's best road 
performance of the playoffs thus far... 

"Maybe. Guys battled hard. We obviously put a lot of shots 
on net, had a lot of good opportunities. It's still not good 
enough though. We have to be better on the penalty kill and 
we have to be better on the power play." 

Nino Niederreiter offering honest thoughts on the man 
advantage... 

"We have to find a way to get a goal on the power play. It's 
something we have to address. We have to find a way to 
sharpen up." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are scheduled to hold a limited practice Monday. 
Game 4 will be Tuesday night at 7 p.m. at Madison Square 
Garden. 

Bonus Notes 

 In addition to Carolina's 44 shots, New York was 
credited with 17 blocks. 

 Antti Raanta has played in nine games this 
postseason. Today was the seventh in which he 
allowed two goals or fewer. 

 Vincent Trocheck and Andrei Svechnikov each had 
five shots for Carolina, leading the way. 

 The Canes remain ahead in the series, 2-1. 
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Preview: Game Three, Round Two at NYR 

By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK, NY. - The Carolina Hurricanes hope to take a 
3-0 series advantage Sunday as they meet the New York 
Rangers for Game Three in the second round of the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. 

SERIES RECAPS: 

 Game One: Sebastian Aho ties the game with 2:23 
to go in regulation, Ian Cole wins it just 3:12 into the 
extra frame for Carolina. 

 Game Two: Antti Raanta records a 21-save shutout 
as the Canes take a 2-0 win and series lead. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Keeping It Low Key: Through two games the series has just 
amassed five goals, four of them belonging to Carolina. 
Through the first two periods of Game One the big story was 
that the Rangers were prohibiting the Canes from getting 
anything going offensively, however a third period equalizer 
and then an overtime winner quickly changed the outcome. 
In Game Two New York was held completely off the score 
sheet, totaling just four high-danger chances at five-on-five 
according to NaturalStatTrick.com. With New York having 
last change today and the ability to potentially get some of 
their top dogs away from Jordan Staal's line, will things open 
up? 

Rants Is Streaking: The only goal to have gotten by Antti 
Raanta through the two games came just 7:07 into the first 
period of Game One. In the 116:06 since, he's been perfect. 
Of all goalies on still active teams in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, Raanta's .939 save percentage trails only Jordan 
Binnington of St. Louis. 

The Importance Of Special Teams: After both teams took 
just one penalty each in Game One, special teams became 
much more of a factor on Friday night. New York had four 
power play opportunities in the second contest of the series, 
while Carolina had three - each in moments to alter the 

game. Neither converted there and ironically enough the only 
non-empty net goal of the contest was a shorthanded tally by 
Brendan Smith. Will either power play be able to convert this 
afternoon? 

Giving Up The Body: A big reason the Canes were able to 
keep the puck out of their net on Friday was because of their 
defensive unit's shot blocking. The team finished with 24 
blocks and just 21 shots making their way onto Raanta. Brett 
Pesce led the way with his five blocks. 

Third Pair Heroes: Third defensive pair partners Ian Cole and 
Brendan Smith have recorded the game-winning goals for 
Carolina thus far this series. Both only had one game-
winning goal each during the regular season. Cole's Game 
One winner in overtime was just his second career 
postseason goal in his 104th appearance. For Smith, it was 
the first shorthanded goal by a Canes defenseman in the 
playoffs since the 2006 Eastern Conference Finals. 

On The Other Side: Goaltender Igor Shesterkin was strong 
once again for New York in Game Two, however suffered the 
loss due to no goal support. He stopped 20 out of 21, 
including all five he faced while his team was shorthanded. 
On the other hand, both offensive superstars Artemi Panerin 
and Chris Kreider were held without a shot on goal in the 
contest. 

ESPN Broadcast: Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro and Emily 
Kaplan will be the broadcast talent for tonight's ESPN 
telecast. They will have the first four games of the series. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing white 
today. 

More Milestones: Sebastian Aho is one assist shy of passing 
Ron Francis for the most assists in franchise playoff history. 
He is also one point shy of passing Eric Staal for the most in 
franchise history. 
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Rangers defeat Hurricanes in Game 3, get first win in second round 

By David Satriano  

NEW YORK -- Igor Shesterkin made 43 saves, and the New 
York Rangers defeated the Carolina Hurricanes 3-1 in Game 
3 of the Eastern Conference Second Round at Madison 
Square Garden on Sunday. 

"We felt like we were going to win the hockey game tonight," 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "Our goalie was 
outstanding in the first half of the game. Made some big, key 
saves for us, but I thought we played well enough to win." 

Shesterkin made 35 saves through the first two periods, and 
Carolina had 17 shot attempts blocked and another 14 
missed the net in the game. 

"It's a good thing that they [took] so many shots," Shesterkin 
said through a translator. "They really were just trying to 
shoot from everywhere, trying to feel out the game. But none 
of those shots were really dangerous." 

Mika Zibanejad had a goal and an assist, and Chris Kreider 
scored his sixth goal of the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the 
Rangers, the No. 2 seed in the Metropolitan Division. 

New York trails the best-of-7 series, 2-1. Game 4 is here 
Tuesday. 

The Rangers entered Sunday with one goal scored in the 
series, losing 2-1 in overtime in Game 1 and 2-0 in Game 2. 

"We had a good start (tonight)," Kreider said. "Shored up 
some of the details that weren't necessarily there the first 
couple of games. … It was a 20-man effort tonight." 

Nino Niederreiter scored, and Antti Raanta made 30 saves 
for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan 
Division. Carolina is 0-4 on the road in the playoffs and 6-0 at 
home. 

"[Games] all kind of [stink] if you don't win it, but I think 
overall we definitely had our opportunities to win the game. 
… I would take that game most nights to be quite honest with 
you," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "… I'm 
assuming we had pretty good opportunities, Grade-A's. … 
We didn't capitalize on the power play, we needed to, and 
they did." 

The Hurricanes were 0-for-3 on the power play with seven 
shots on goal. The Rangers were 1-for-2. 

Zibanejad made it 1-0 at 11:54 of the first period on a shot 
from the left circle after taking a cross-ice feed from Artemi 
Panarin. The power-play goal was the first goal scored by 
New York since the first period of Game 1, ending Raanta's 
shutout streak end at 127:59. 

Kreider extended the lead to 2-0 at 5:55 of the second 
period, scoring top shelf from the left circle after carrying the 
puck out from behind the net. 

"I think we played, finally, (a full) 60 minutes," Rangers 
forward Filip Chytil said. "In the first two periods, we played 
how we wanted to play. In the third period, we didn't back off 
like the first game and I think the win was deserved." 

Niederreiter cut it to 2-1 at 8:18 of the second, scoring on a 
backhand from the right circle. 

"I did try to see if somebody was coming down from the far 
side, but at the end of the day, I came close to the net and 
felt like I was trying to go short side and I'm glad it went in," 
Niederreiter said. 

Tyler Motte scored an empty-net goal with 1:23 remaining for 
the 3-1 final. 

"Our guys battled hard," Carolina defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said. "Put a lot of shots on net. Had a lot of good 
opportunities. At the end of the day, it's not good enough. 
Got to do better on the kill, got to do better on the power 
play." 

NOTES: The Rangers won their fourth straight home game 
in the playoffs since a 4-3 triple-overtime loss to the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in Game 1 of the first round. ... Kreider 
scored his 30th career postseason goal, passing Mark 
Messier for second place on the Rangers' all-time list. He 
trails Rod Gilbert (34). ... Zibanejad has nine points (four 
goals, five assists) in his past five games. ... The Hurricanes 
have allowed six power-play goals on 19 opportunities on the 
road this postseason. … Raanta is 0-3 with a 3.44 goals-
against average and .891 save percentage in three road 
games, and 5-0 with a 0.97 GAA, .968 save percentage and 
one shutout in six home games. … The goal by Motte was 
his first point with the Rangers after being acquired in a trade 
with the Vancouver Canucks on March 21. The forward 
played nine regular-season games before sustaining an 
upper-body injury April 7 that kept him out of the remainder 
of the season and Games 1-5 of the Rangers' seven-game 
series win against the Penguins in the first round. 
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Hurricanes' road woes continue in Game 3 of Eastern Second Round 

By Pete Jensen  

NEW YORK -- Despite a perfect record through six games at 
home in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs, the Carolina 
Hurricanes fell to 0-4 on the road following a 3-1 loss to the 
New York Rangers in Game 3 of the Eastern Conference 
Second Round at Madison Square Garden on Sunday. 

"[Games] all kind of [stink] if you don't win it, but I think 
overall we definitely had our opportunities to win the game," 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Definitely had our 
opportunities tonight [against the Rangers]. It felt good the 
way we were going, but we just couldn't put the puck into the 
net. … I would take that game most nights, to be quite 
honest with you." 

Carolina had 44 shots against New York goalie Igor 
Shesterkin, who allowed one goal to Nino Niederreiter in the 
second period, along with 17 shot attempts blocked and 
another 14 that missed the net. 

The Hurricanes have been outscored 17-7 in the four road 
games, but still lead this best-of-7 series 2-1. Game 4 is here 
on Tuesday. 

In three road games at TD Garden in their first-round series 
against the Boston Bruins, the Hurricanes had 27 shots on 
goal in a 4-2 loss in Game 3, 26 in a 5-2 loss in Game 4, and 
25 in a 5-2 loss in Game 6. Carolina, which also won the first 
two games at home against Boston, won the series in seven 
games.  

Their special teams have also struggled; forward Andrei 
Svechnikov scored a power-play goal in Game 6 against the 

Bruins, the Hurricanes' lone goal on the road with the man-
advantage in 19 opportunities (5.3 percent). Their penalty 
kill, which was the best in the NHL in the regular season 
(88.0 percent), is 13-for-19 (68.4), including 1-for-2 on 
Sunday. Rangers center Mika Zibanejad scored a power-
play goal at 11:54 of the first period.  

"Our guys battled hard, put a lot of shots on net and had a lot 
of good opportunities," Carolina defenseman Jaccob Slavin 
said. "At the end of the day, it's not good enough. Got to do 
better on the kill, got to do better on the power play." 

But the Hurricanes are the only team of the eight remaining 
in the second round who have not lost a home game this 
postseason. They have outscored opponents 22-7 at PNC 
Arena with a near-perfect penalty kill at 94.1 percent (16-for-
17) and a more effective power play, with four goals in 24 
opportunities (16.7 percent). 

Defenseman Tony DeAngelo said he's confident they can 
turn things around. They'll have to against Shesterkin, a 
finalist for the Vezina Trophy, given annually to the goalie 
voted the best at his position by NHL general managers. 
Carolina and New York have combined for nine goals 
through the first three games of the series. 

"Special teams is the biggest part of the playoffs," DeAngelo 
said. "We've got to figure it out. You want to win a Stanley 
Cup or a playoff round, you've got to score on the power play 
like all the other teams around the League. … I've got a lot of 
belief in the guys. We're working hard. [The power play] just 
seems a little flat." 

 

Hurricanes bring 2-1 series lead into game 4 against the Rangers 

Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. New York Rangers (52-24-6, second in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

New York; Tuesday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Rangers -116, Hurricanes -
104; over/under is 5 

NHL PLAYOFFS SECOND ROUND: Hurricanes lead series 
2-1 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes visit the New York 
Rangers in the second round of the NHL Playoffs with a 2-1 
lead in the series. The teams meet Sunday for the sixth time 
this season. The Rangers won 3-1 in the last matchup. 

New York has a 52-24-6 record overall and a 14-8-1 record 
in Metropolitan Division games. The Rangers have a 24-5-3 
record in games they convert at least one power play. 

Carolina is 54-20-8 overall and 13-8-1 against the 
Metropolitan Division. The Hurricanes have a +77 scoring 
differential, with 277 total goals scored and 200 given up. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Artemi Panarin has 22 goals and 74 
assists for the Rangers. Chris Kreider has scored six goals 
with two assists over the last 10 games. 

Sebastian Aho has 37 goals and 44 assists for the 
Hurricanes. Teuvo Teravainen has two goals and seven 
assists over the last 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Rangers: 5-3-2, averaging 3.2 goals, 5.4 
assists, 3.6 penalties and 7.4 penalty minutes while giving up 
3.1 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 6-4-0, averaging 2.9 goals, five assists, 4.4 
penalties and 9.2 penalty minutes while giving up 2.1 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Rangers: Barclay Goodrow: out (lower body), 
Sammy Blais: out for season (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: out (lower-body), Frederik 
Andersen: out (lower body), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back). 
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Zibanejad leads Rangers to 3-1 win over Hurricanes in Game 3 

By Vin A. Cherwoo 

NEW YORK (AP) — After two tough losses on the road put 
them in another series deficit, the New York Rangers again 
bounced back with a big home win. 

Mika Zibanejad had a goal and an assist, Igor Shesterkin 
stopped 43 shots, and the Rangers beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 3-1 Sunday in Game 3 of their second-round 
playoff series. 

“It was a tight battle again,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
said. “Igor was outstanding for us, and that was they key. ... 
We defended pretty good and guys did the right thing with 
the puck.” 

Chris Kreider and Tyler Motte also scored as the Rangers 
cut their deficit to 2-1 in the best-of-seven matchup. Game 4 
is Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden. 

“It’s a terrific environment ... so much energy throughout the 
entire game,” Kreider said. “It’s easy to feed off the energy 
the crowd brings.” 

It was just New York’s second win against Carolina in the 
teams’ last 10 meetings, dating to the qualifying round of the 
2020 playoffs in the bubble in Toronto. The Hurricanes swept 
that best-of-five series in three games and won three of four 
in the regular season. 

The Rangers, who came back from a 3-1 series deficit in the 
first round against Pittsburgh, improved to 4-1 at home. They 
got a much-needed win against the Hurricanes after losing 2-
1 in OT in Game 1 and 2-0 in Game 2. 

“I liked the way we battled in those two games in Carolina,” 
Gallant said. “We felt like we were going to win the hockey 
game. Our goalie was outstanding in the first half of the 
game and made some big key saves for us. I thought we 
played well enough to win.” 

Nino Niederreiter scored for Carolina, and Antti Raanta 
finished with 30 saves. The Hurricanes, 6-0 at home, 
dropped to 0-4 on the road this postseason. 

“We definitely had our opportunities to win,” Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “It felt good the way we were going. 
We couldn’t get pucks through the net.” 

The Hurricanes were 0 for 3 on the power play, falling to 0 
for 7 in this series. The Rangers were 1 for 2 and are now 1 
for 7.  

“We have to find a way just to bear down when we have the 
chances,” Niederreiter said. “Our penalty-kill is, for the most 
part, terrific. The power play, we just can’t seem to find a way 
to get a goal.” 

Shesterkin had 17 saves in the first period, 17 in the second 
and nine in the third. 

“They were really just trying to shoot from everywhere, feel 
out the game,” Shesterkin said through an interpreter. “But 
none of those shots were really that dangerous.”  

The Rangers had a 2-on-1 breakaway 5 1/2 minutes into the 
third period, but Ryan Reaves’ shot from the right side was 
stopped by Raanta. Motte, who started raising his arms in 
anticipation of a goal, couldn’t corral the rebound. 

Raanta then made a stellar save to deny Kaapo Kakko’s 
attempt from the right side three minutes later to keep it a 
one-goal game. 

The Hurricanes pulled Raanta for an extra skater with 2 1/2 
minutes to go. Less than 30 seconds later, Kreider missed a 
chance at the empty net, but Motte sealed it with a 
backhander from the defensive zone with 1:23 remaining.  

Kreider pushed the Rangers’ lead to 2-0 as he got the puck 
from Zibanejad behind the Hurricanes’ net, brought it around 
to Raanta’s right, and fired a shot past the goalie top shelf 
from the left circle at 5:55 of the second. It was Kreider’s 
sixth of the postseason. 

Niederreiter got the Hurricanes on the scoreboard 8:18 into 
the second as he brought the puck up the right side and put 
a backhander past Shesterkin for his fourth of the playoffs. It 
was a harmless-looking shot that got past the goalie. 

“You miss a goal, you get a little disappointed for a second, 
you say a few mean words and you forget about it,” said 
Shesterkin, who improved to 7-1 this year when facing 40 or 
more shots, including 3-1 in the postseason. His lone loss in 
such games was Game 1 of the first round against 
Pittsburgh, when he faced 83 shots in a 4-3 loss in triple 
overtime. 

Zibanejad opened the scoring with the Rangers’ first power-
play goal of the series. He got a pass from Artemi Panarin 
and fired a shot from the left circle past Raanta with 8:06 left 
in the first for his fourth of the postseason. It was New York’s 
first goal since early in the first period of Game 1. 

SHUFFLING LINES 

Looking for a spark, Gallant shuffled lines to start the game. 
Andrew Copp opened centering a line with Kakko and Frank 
Vatrano. The second line in was Filip Chytil centering Kreider 
and Zibanejad. Panarin centered a line with Alexis Lafreniere 
and Ryan Strome. The fourth line was Kevin Rooney, Motte 
and Reaves. 

Gallant went back to the team’s usual lines to start the third 
period. 

CLIMBING 

Kreider’s goal gave him 47 career postseason points, tying 
Ron Duguay for ninth place in franchise history. 
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New York Rangers coach Gerard Gallant upset with Game 3 'cheap shot' from Carolina 
Hurricanes 

By Greg Wyshynski  

NEW YORK -- If the Carolina Hurricanes were looking to 
send a message after their Game 3 loss, New York Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant cautioned that they might not like the 
response. 

"I wasn't happy with the bulls--- at the end of the game that 
they initiated," Gallant said after the Rangers' 3-1 win on 
Sunday that cut Carolina's lead to 2-1 in their second-round 
series. "We didn't do that when the games were close. They 
put their guys out. That's fine. If they want to play like that, 
we've got the guys that can match them." 

As the buzzer sounded to end Game 3, Carolina forward 
Max Domi gave Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren a 
cross-check in New York's zone. Lindgren responded with a 
slash on Domi. That brought all the players on the ice 
together, with Lindgren wrestling Domi to the ice in a 
headlock. 

Meanwhile, at the benches, Gallant could be seen angrily 
yelling at Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo as the 
players left the ice. DeAngelo, whose contract was bought 
out by the Rangers last summer after a series of behavioral 
issues, was booed by the Madison Square Garden fans and 
targeted with derogatory chants throughout the game. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said he wasn't aware that 
Gallant was jawing at one of his players. As for the incident 
with Domi after the buzzer, he said, "I didn't really see what 
happened so I can't comment on it." 

Gallant saw it clearly from the Rangers' bench and 
bemoaned what he thought was an attempt at message-

sending by the Hurricanes ahead of Tuesday's Game 4 in 
New York. 

"The game is over. They're not sending any message. We've 
got the guy that can handle all their guys if we want to. We 
didn't do it like that," Gallant said in a not-very-veiled 
reference to New York enforcer Ryan Reaves, who played 
8:24 in Game 3. Reaves -- one of the Rangers' key 
offseason additions after missing the postseason last year -- 
also played for Gallant with the Vegas Golden Knights. 

"Domi took a cheap shot at our defenseman. You've got a 
long memory in this to think about things. It might be on the 
other foot someday," Gallant said. 

The Rangers won Game 3 with timely defense and 
outstanding goaltending from Igor Shesterkin, despite his 
flubbing a stoppable shot from Nino Niederreiter for the lone 
Hurricanes goal. Shesterkin stopped 43 shots in the win and 
helped the Rangers' penalty kill to thwart three Carolina 
power plays. The Rangers were credited with 17 blocked 
shots in the game. 

New York, meanwhile converted for its first power-play goal 
in the series from center Mika Zibanejad, giving the Rangers 
the all-important lead at home. 

The loss continued a trend in the postseason for Carolina, 
which has six wins in Raleigh but has yet to win a game on 
the road in two rounds, having lost all three games in Boston 
in its previous series. 

"It's tough to win on the road in this league. They played hard 
on the road today," Gallant said. "Hopefully this series goes 
like (the Boston one), and then in Game 7 we'll find a way to 
win that big game in their building."
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Shesterkin leads Rangers' best in pivotal Game 3 win over Hurricanes 

By Eric Engels  

By the time Igor Shesterkin coolly steered a rebound away 
from the middle of the ice and out of trouble, he had already 
stopped 40 of 41 shots to reach his net. Nino Niederreiter’s 
weak, dribbling backhand, which uncharacteristically slipped 
right through him, was a distant memory at that point—a blip 
on an otherwise clear radar; a potentially troublesome hitch 
rendered irrelevant by the unflappable Russian goaltender’s 
otherwise stirring performance. 

The 26-year-old stopped three more shots and was New 
York’s finest in Sunday afternoon’s Game 3 win over a 
Carolina Hurricanes team that appeared more than poised to 
open up a 3-0 series lead with their first road win of these 
playoffs. He was the Rangers’ driving force this season, the 
main reason they made it into the dance, the key cog in an 
improbable, come-from-behind, seven-game win over the 
Pittsburgh Penguins in the first round, and his offering at 
Madison Square Garden on this day is something to tether 
hope to for his teammates. 

Isn’t that what it’s about in the playoffs? Your best being your 
best when it matters most? 

The Rangers have had that from Shesterkin all year. He was 
named a Hart and Vezina finalist for putting up a .935 save 
percentage and a 2.07 goals-against average and coming up 
with the big stops at key moments through all 53 of his 
appearances, and he’s following that up in crunch time—and 
against teams that have completely outplayed his. 

Did it help that Mika Zibanejad (previously pointless through 
Games 1 and 2) scored a power play goal late in the first 
period, after the Rangers were caved in and Shesterkin 
made several 10-bell saves? Obviously. 

Chris Kreider, who scored 52 goals in the regular season 
and had zero goals and only one shot on net through the first 
two games against Carolina, managing the winner—a roof-
job from a sharp angle 5:55 into the second period—felt like 
a necessity. 

But it probably wouldn’t have mattered at all had Shesterkin 
not come flying off the goal line to challenge a Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi breakaway earlier in the game. It definitely 
wouldn’t have mattered had he not come up with the goods 
on Carolina’s power play with just over six minutes to play in 
the third period. And yeah, Kreider’s goal would’ve been the 

blip on the radar had Shesterkin not stopped all 17 shots he 
faced in the first period. 

The goaltender left Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
telling reporters in attendance, “I would take that game most 
nights.” 

Obviously, Brind’Amour wasn’t taking it on this one, with the 
result offering the Rangers life he had hoped his team 
would’ve completely snuffed out during this afternoon game. 

The Hurricanes were the better team, but not in every 
department. Their power play, which had scored on just nine 
of its last 89 chances dating back to the regular season, had 
three opportunities and didn’t appear threatening enough 
outside of one shot Andrei Svechnikov rang off the post from 
the second unit. Their penalty kill, which ranked tops in the 
NHL this season, failed to close off the seam Artemi Panarin 
used to setup Zibanejad for the opening goal, which proved 
to be the most costly mistake in the game.  

But it’s not as if the Hurricanes didn’t do enough at 5-on-5 to 
win this thing outright. 

“Everyone had opportunities,” Brind’Amour said of the 37 
scoring chances his team generated at even strength. 

The Hurricanes pressed from all angles, missed the mark 
with just 14 attempts and had another 17 blocked. 

“We’ve gotta find a way to get it into the net,” Brind’Amour 
said twice. 

Shesterkin, who was named the game’s No. 1 star, wouldn’t 
allow it. 

He made it look easy for the most part, which is something 
Kreider said Shesterkin customarily does. He made most of it 
look like he did pushing aside that 41st Hurricanes shot 
before stopping three more. 

“Obviously, Igor was outstanding for us,” said Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant. 

“I think it’s something that we’ve talked a lot about is how 
much confidence he instills in us,” said Kreider. 

It’s that confidence the Rangers take with them into Game 4, 
which is set for Tuesday night at MSG on Sportsnet. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Slavin on Game 3 loss in NY 

By Brett Finger and Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes’ road woes from the first round 
carried over into the second round Sunday afternoon in 
Madison Square Garden, as the Canes fell 3-1 to the 
Rangers as New York cut a 2-0 series deficit to 2-1.  

Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider put goals past Antti 
Raanta to give New York an advantage in the game, with 
Tyler Motte adding an empty netter to ice the game. Nino 
Niederreiter scored the lone goal for the visitors, a soft 
backhanded effort that somehow made its way past Igor 
Shesterkin.  

Special teams were once again a costly endeavor for the 
Hurricanes Sunday, as New York went 1 for 2 on the power 
play while the Hurricanes went 0 for 3, another game in 
which Carolina’s man advantage just couldn’t get a single 
things going.  

Following the game three defeat, head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Niederreiter, Slavin 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On the loss: They all kinda suck when you don’t win. Overall, 
we had our opportunities to win. It felt pretty good, the way 
we were going. We just couldn’t get the puck in the net. 

On the difference in the game: We didn’t score enough. Our 
power play needs to connect. Special teams are a big part of 
it, but I liked our power play for the most part. We did some 
good things. We just need to get it in the back of the net. 

On the pace of play in game three compared to games one 
and two: A little more up and down. Certainly more scoring 
opportunities. I liked our game, overall. You’re not going to 
win if you don’t score more than one. They blocked a ton of 
shots, so give them a ton of credit. I looked up and we still 
had like 40 (shots on net). I stopped looking at one point, so 
we’re getting pucks there, but they’re just not getting through. 
Give them a lot of credit. 

On the skirmish at the end of the game: I didn’t see what 
happened, so I can’t comment on that. 

On Raanta: He was good. Both goalies were good tonight. 
They got the one (power-play goal). It boils down to that, for 
me. If we kill that or we get one on ours, I think the game 
goes either way. 

On the fourth line: They were good. They had, I don’t know 
how many chances, especially at the end when Lorentz had 
a semi-breakaway. They were on it. Everyone had 
opportunities. We just have to find a way to get it in the net, 
obviously. 

On the game: I would take that game, most nights, if I’m 
being honest with you. We had pretty good opportunities and 
grade-A’s. We did have some seconds. We were around the 

net. We didn’t capitalize on the power play, and they did. 
That was kinda... it boils down to that. It really shouldn’t 
because, if we get a 5-on-5 somewhere else then maybe it 
doesn’t, but we gotta come through there. Especially at the 
end. 

On the process vs. result: In the playoffs, you don’t talk about 
process. That’s what the regular season’s for. 

Nino Niederreiter 

On the power play being the difference: Yeah, I would say 
so. We definitely had enough chances to win this hockey 
game. It was definitely the start we wanted. We knew we had 
to play our way to win that hockey game, and at the end of 
the day the power play let us down again.  

On the issues with the power play: It’s tough to say. We’ve 
got to find a way to bear down when we have the chances. 
Our penalty kill is for the most part terrific, but on the power 
play we just can’t find a way to get a goal.  

On the intensity in the game: No definitely more tight 
checking. We gave them way too many chances off the rush. 
It started to open up again, which we definitely don’t want to 
do. But for the most part we had a lot of shots, but didn’t get 
enough traffic.  

On his goal: I did try to see if somebody comes down on the 
far, but at the end of the day I came close to the net and was 
trying to go short side. I’m glad it went in.  

On the difference in the game: Like I said, we have to find a 
way to get a goal on the power play. That’s something that 
we have to address. We have to sharpen up and make them 
pay when we have it.  

On getting chances and traffic on the power play: Kind of, but 
at the same time we didn’t get enough. We didn’t get the 
puck through. We wanted to get more shots. They kept 
blocking the shots, especially on [Andrei Svechnikov]’s side. 
That’s something we’ve got to address and find a way to get 
them through.  

Jaccob Slavin 

On the special teams: Our guys battled hard. We put a lot of 
shots on net, had a lot of good opportunities. At the end of 
the day, it’s not good enough. We’ve got to be better on the 
kill and better on the power play.  

On the issue with the power play: It’s execution, honestly. 
We’ve got guys who are skilled. We’ve had the power play in 
the past and throughout the season be excellent. We were in 
the top there for a while. It’s just a matter of execution and, 
honestly, work. We’ve got to work a little harder.  

On the game: A little bit more wide open. I think we know 
how good that Staal line is against their top line. When you 
don’t get that matchup every single night — I don’t think it’s 
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as big of a deal in this series — but they’re going. A little 
surprising, but at the end of the day we’ve got to be better.  

On the chirping and intensity between the teams being 
ramped up: Not that I could tell, honestly. Maybe a little bit. 

I’m probably not the right guy to ask. It’s emotional. It’s 
playoffs. Everyone is giving it their all. Emotions are high, 
and it’s just keeping those in check.  

 

 

 

Hurricanes’ Special Teams Come Up Short, Rangers Win Game Three 

By Brett Finger  

The Carolina Hurricanes looked to slam the door on what 
has been a relatively concerning trend in these playoffs - 
losing on the road. 

The Boston Bruins won all three of their game at TD Garden 
in the first round, and while the Hurricanes have held 
remarkably strong at PNC Arena, one would think winning on 
the road will eventually become a must for a team looking to 
win a Stanley Cup. 

That didn’t happen on Sunday at Madison Square Garden. 

The New York Rangers scored early and held onto their lead 
until the final horn en route to their first win in this second-
round series. 

The story of the game for the Hurricanes will be their inability 
to capitalize on the power play. Just over one minute into the 
game, Ryan Lindgren gifted Carolina with an early chance to 
build momentum on that front, but they came up empty. 

New York, however, didn’t come up empty on their first 
power play. 

Brady Skjei got two minutes for holding Mika Zibanejad at 
10:40 of the first period. One minute later, Zibanejad gave 
the Rangers a lead they wouldn’t relinquish. Artemi Panarin 
dished out a gorgeous cross-seam pass to Zibanejad, who 
beat Antti Raanta short side to make it 1-0. 

Carolina went onto control most of the play at 5-on-5 
throughout the game, playing one of their best road games of 
the postseason as a result. Still, Vezina favorite Igor 
Shesterkin was on his game from start to finish and allowed 
his team to build on the one-goal lead early in period two. 

The Rangers took advantage of Tony DeAngelo losing his 
stick, and 50-goal man Chris Kreider maneuvered to the front 

of the net to bury his sixth goal of the postseason and the 
tally that would go on to be the difference in the game. 

Less than three minutes later, Nino Niederreiter flipped a 
seemingly harmless backhand shot on Shesterkin down the 
wing, but it fluttered under the arm of the young star goalie 
and ended up in the back of the net to cut the Rangers' lead 
in half with more than half of the game still yet to be played. 

From there, the Hurricanes got two separate power-play 
opportunities, including north of 90 seconds of man-
advantage time on fresh ice to start the third period, but they 
came up with next to nothing in the way of scoring chances. 

That was particularly brutal when they had a chance to tie 
the game late in the third period after a Tyler Motte slashing 
penalty on Brett Pesce. 

Carolina failed to cook anything up, the Rangers held onto 
their lead, and it was Motte who cleared a puck from his own 
zone right into the empty net with just over a minute left in 
the game to close things out and get the Rangers right back 
into the series with a game-three win. 

As time expired, Max Domi felt it was necessary to 
crosscheck Lindgren, which led to a big scrum after the end 
of the game. That scrum included DeAngelo yelling at the 
Rangers bench and New York head coach Gerrard Gallant 
sharing some words with the Carolina defenseman, who had 
been booed by the Rangers faithful throughout the afternoon. 

Tensions certainly ran high on Sunday, setting up for what 
should be a very interesting game four on Tuesday. 

Game three was a must-win game on home ice for the 
Rangers, and they came through, but the Hurricanes are in 
desperate need of life on the road, and that will likely have to 
come by way of some sort of power-play success. 

It’s back to the drawing board for Rod Brind’Amour and his 
group, who still holds an important 2-1 series lead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 23, 2022 

 

 

Power play woes continue, Canes lose game three 3-1  

By Rachel Umbach  

On the road for the first time against the New York Rangers 
in the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs, the Carolina Hurricanes 
once again continued their struggles away from PNC Arena 
and with the power play in a 3-1 loss.  

New York took advantage of a power play opportunity 
around halfway through the first period to go up 1-0 and 
doubled the score to 2-0 just six minutes into the second, a 
lead too high for the Canes to recover from.  

Scoring on the power play has been the Hurricanes' Achilles 
heel throughout this postseason, and that was proven again 
as the Canes failed to take advantage of three different 
opportunities, including a chance to tie the game at two with 
less than seven minutes remaining of action.  

"We have to find a way to get a goal on the power play and I 
think that's something which we’ve got to address," said 
Hurricanes right wing Nino Niederreiter. "We’ve got to find a 
way to sharpen up and make them pay when we have to." 

Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin was no help either, 
saving 43 of 44 shots faced for a .977 save percentage. 

"I would take that game most nights to be quite honest with 
you," said Canes head coach Rod 

Brind'Amour. "I haven't looked yet, I'm assuming we had 
pretty good opportunities... it's just we didn't capitalize on the 
power play. We need to and they did.”  

Carolina had a strong start with 12 shots on goal and a man 
advantage opportunity in the first ten minutes of play, but at 
10:40 into the first period, defenseman Brady Skjei was 
called for a holding penalty, which ultimately led to the first 
goal of the game.  

Just over one minute into the power play, New York’s Mika 
Zibanejad buried the puck in the net to give the Rangers a 1-
0 lead.  

The Rangers jumped further ahead around six minutes into 
the second period on a Chris Kreider goal, a perfect shot that 
went just past Hurricanes goaltender Antti Raanta to bring 
the score to 2-0.  

Not even three minutes later, Niederreiter scored the Canes' 
only goal of the game, squeezing one past Shesterkin to cut 
the lead in half.  

With just 27 seconds left in the second period, Carolina had 
another opportunity on the one-man advantage with a high 
sticking call to Alexis Lafrenière, but like before, the team 
was unable to produce a goal. 

The Hurricanes had one final chance to score on the power 
play with 13:57 left in the third period, an excellent 
opportunity to tie the game up, but it was Tyler Motte of the 
Rangers who scored an empty netter late to seal the deal for 
New York.  

The loss for Carolina cuts the series lead to 2-1. Game four 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. in Madison Square Garden on 
Tuesday, May 24. 
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Wolves one win from another sweep 

Orland Park native David Gust scored two goals in the first 
period and Stefan Noesen added a hat trick in the second as 
the Chicago Wolves rolled to an 8-2 victory over the 
Milwaukee Admirals Sunday afternoon at Allstate Arena in 
Game 2 of the Central Division Finals. 

Forwards Andrew Poturalski and CJ Smith and defenseman 
Max Lajoie also scored for the Wolves (5-0), who tied the 
franchise’s postseason record for goals in a game while 
winning their fifth straight playoff game by 3 goals or more for 
the first time in the organization’s 28-year history. 

Josh Leivo handed out three assists to join Noesen, Smith, 
Gust and Poturalski with three points apiece for the Wolves, 
who can clinch the best-of-5 series at 7 p.m. Wednesday in 
Milwaukee. 

“Honestly, I thought it was a little bit closer of a game than 
the score looks,” said Wolves head coach Ryan Warsofsky. 
“They’re a good team. We just got a couple bounces and we 
put them in the back of the net.” 

The Wolves broke on top 4:01 into the game with Gust 
delivering his second goal of the playoffs. After Leivo worked 
the puck back to defenseman Jalen Chatfield at the right 
point, Chatfield ripped a slap shot that ticked off a Milwaukee 
forward’s stick and trickled into the slot. Gust got to the puck 
first and flicked a quick backhand past Connor Ingram for a 
1-0 lead. 

For the second day in a row, Milwaukee erased an early 
deficit as Jimmy Huntington jammed home a rebound from 
just outside the crease at 15:32. 

And, for the second day in a row, the Wolves wasted little 
time answering a Milwaukee strike. Gust delivered his 
second of the period at 15:10 as he tipped Cavan 
Fitzgerald’s wrister from the left point to give Chicago a 2-1 
lead. 

The Wolves pushed that margin to 3-1 on Poturalski’s third 
goal and seventh point of the postseason. A Milwaukee 
defenseman lost his stick and tried to kick the puck away 
from the Wolves near the Admirals bench, but Jamieson 

Rees swiped it and slalomed down the right wing until he 
spotted Poturalski opened in the left circle. Poturalski took a 
moment to freeze the goaltender, then zipped a shot 
between Ingram’s skates at 17:32. 

Chicago carried a 3-1 lead into first intermission despite 
being outshot 15-8, but the Wolves’ goals and shots totals 
climbed rapidly in the second period. 

After killing off a 5-on-3 Milwaukee power play early in the 
second period, the Wolves boosted their lead to 4-1 at 3:47 
on a beautiful connection from Smith to Noesen. Poturalski’s 
lead pass sprung Smith for a 1-on-1 chance, but he glided 
toward the left corner and gave Noesen a chance to beat a 
defender down the ice. Noesen sprinted toward the crease, 
Smith fed him a perfect centering pass and the AHL’s 
regular-season goals champion redirected it top-shelf. 

Chicago kept pouring it on as Lajoie swatted home a 
rebound at 7:33, Poturalski set up Smith for a blistering one-
timer on the power play at 10:04 and, after a goalie change, 
Noesen backhanded a rebound past backup Devin Cooley to 
push the Wolves’ lead to 7-1 at 11:08 of the second. 

Noesen wrapped up his second hat trick as a professional at 
19:15 of the second. Smith intercepted a Milwaukee pass 
and centered it toward a clump in front of Cooley. While one 
Admirals defender shoved Poturalski into the goaltender, 
Noesen shoved the puck into the net for an 8-1 lead that 
inspired fans to toss their caps on the ice to celebrate the 
12th postseason hat trick in Wolves history. 

Alex Lyon (5-0) extended his perfect postseason with 30 
saves while Ingram (1-3) stopped 10 of 16 shots before 
departing. Cooley notched 15 saves in relief. 

The Wolves travel to Milwaukee for Game 3 Wednesday 
night and, if necessary, Game 4 Friday night. The Wolves 
will host Game 5, if necessary, at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 29. 
For the best ticket deals, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs 
or contact a team representative at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261695012.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261686962.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261686937.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261686782.html 

https://theathletic.com/3327175/2022/05/23/nhl-playoffs-rangers-lightning-oilers/ 
https://theathletic.com/3327361/2022/05/22/hurricanes-game-3-loss-rangers/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/hurricanes-playoff-road-and-power-play-woes-continue-in-3-1-loss-to-rangers/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/category-5-series-shifts-to-msg-for-rangers-hurricanes-game-3/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-shesterkin-guides-new-york-to-game-three-victory/c-334249812 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-game-three-round-two-versus-nyr/c-334233836 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-3-recap/c-334128510 

https://www.nhl.com/news/hurricanes-road-woes-continue-game-3/c-334255506 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-artemi-panarin-new-york-rangers-hockey-11e89b07c4b34f4d9bb430a59c4e2ff9 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-antti-raanta-mika-zibanejad-8bf670a0e23dfef7282f94846c58d031 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33966803/new-york-rangers-coach-gerard-gallant-upset-game-3-cheap-shot-carolina-hurricanes 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/surprise-surprise-40-year-old-smith-outplaying-markstrom/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/22/23137195/they-said-it-brindamour-niederreiter-slavin-on-game-3-loss-in-ny-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-

playoffs 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/22/23137161/carolina-hurricanes-special-teams-come-up-short-new-york-rangers-win-game-three-zibanejad-

shesterkin 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/power-play-woes-continue-canes-lose-game-three-3-1/article_aad90eb2-da42-11ec-93fe-

5770d2ff7486.html  
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/22/wolves-one-win-from-another-sweep/ 
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Road continues to be Hurricanes’ Garden of nightmares, whether in 
Boston or New York 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

At some point, presumably, the Carolina Hurricanes are going to have to 
win a game on the road. It’s improbable to imagine they can count on 
Florida and Colorado losing and rolling to the Stanley Cup in 28 games 
going 16-12. 

Why even cross the border at that point, if it comes to it? 

Madison Square turned out to be no different than TD had been for the 
Hurricanes, these gardens of their ongoing discontent. And like those 
games against the Boston Bruins, this one ended with after-the-whistle 
fireworks, Max Domi and Ryan Lindgren rolling around on the ice and 
New York Rangers coach Gerard Gallant yelling at a Hurricanes player 
— apparently Tony DeAngelo — to “shut the (expletive) up,” although 
DeAngelo dismissed the notion he was the target. 

“I don’t think so,” DeAngelo said. “Pumped up about his win, I’m sure.” 

That kind of gamesmanship is as much a part of the playoffs as winning 
and losing games on special teams, and the Hurricanes are perfecting 
the latter part of the latter on the road. 

In this one, perhaps even more than any of the three losses in Boston, 
the Hurricanes could say that they did almost everything they needed to 
do five-on-five to win before losing 3-1. 

Even strength, good. 

Special teams, bad. 

Stop me if you think that you’ve heard this one before. 

“It’s tough to say,” Hurricanes goal-scorer Nino Niederreiter said. “We’ve 
got to find a way to just bear down when we have the chances. Our 
penalty-kill is for the most part terrific. The power play just has to find a 
way to get a goal.” 

It’s impossible to ascribe any grand unifying theory to why the Hurricanes 
haven’t been able to win on the road so far, other than losing the special-
teams battle in various ways in each game. That’s both overly broad and 
all too common a thread in any playoff series, anywhere. 

“Killed some penalties, scored a power-play goal, that’s how you win 
hockey games and tight games,” Gallant said, and on that the Hurricanes 
would agree. 

Don’t they know it. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 23, 2022 

 

“They got one on theirs and we didn’t,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s pretty much the game.” 

They have had a chance in all four losses, undone by their own discipline 
and the Bruins’ power play in the first two games in Boston, their inability 
to make the Bruins pay for their lack of discipline in Game 6 and — again 
— getting outscored on the power play Sunday. 

That was the difference, especially getting a power play with six minutes 
to go and a chance to equalize but failing to convert. 

“You could say you need to score right there, I know that’s what we’ll say, 
that’s what everyone would say,” DeAngelo said. “But we had three in the 
game? I think we had three. And a six-on-five chance too, so to me it’s 
four. Any of those go in, right, it’s a different game.” 

The Hurricanes were unquestionably the better team Sunday, in a much 
more wide-open game than the two in Raleigh, a far chippier game even 
before the end. Gallant worked blue in his postgame press conference as 
well, accusing the Hurricanes of message-sending, which would be news 
to anyone who’s watched the Hurricanes all year. 

Igor Shesterkin was a hair better than Antti Raanta despite letting a 
relatively harmless Nino Niederreiter backhand get past him, the softest 
goal of the series so far. Raanta made no such errors, and the Rangers’ 
goals were well taken; he was just one spectacular save short of 
Shesterkin. 

The Rangers blocked 17 shots — it seemed like more — and the 
Hurricanes still got 44 shots on the net. The longer the game went, the 
more likely the Hurricanes were to outscore the Rangers, but you only 
get 60 minutes, and then it’s time to move on to Game 4. 

“I would take that game most nights, to be honest with you,” Brind’Amour 
said. 

The problem with that, in the very small sample of a playoff series, is that 
any little thing — one hot goalie, one bad penalty, one missed call, one 
slumping power-play unit — can delay the larger deserved rewards until 
it’s too late. Over 82 games, it’s all going to work out in the wash. Over 
seven, there’s a chance it does not. 

The Hurricanes, at least, guaranteed themselves another home game, 
with the Rangers forcing a Game 5 in Raleigh on Thursday at the least. 
An inaugural road win Tuesday would give them a chance to close out 
the series then. There’s absolutely no mystery what that would take. 

News Observer LOADED: 05.23.2022 

1246006 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

Hurricanes playoff road woes continue as Rangers power past Carolina 
in Game 3 at MSG 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

A five-word message was waiting Sunday for the Carolina Hurricanes at 
Madison Square Garden: “No Quit in New York.” 

It was on white rally towels and T-shirts left in the seats and shown on 
the massive scoreboard. And displayed on the ice by the New York 
Rangers. 

In another tight, low-scoring game that again featured the two 
goaltenders — New York’s Igor Shesterkin and the Canes’ Antti Raanta 
— the Rangers and Shesterkin emerged with a 3-1 win in Game 3 of the 
best-of-seven series. 

Game 4 is Tuesday at the Garden, the Canes looking to take a 3-1 lead 
back to Raleigh, while the Rangers will be seeking to square the series. 
Carolina is 6-0 at home, but now 0-4 on the road, a puzzling contrast. 

The Rangers then played it that way, taking the lead, never giving it up 
and killing off three penalties as the Canes’ power-play struggles 
continued — Carolina is 5-for-43 in the playoffs. Shesterkin was in the 
middle of it all, giving up one soft goal but closing it down from there in 
finishing with 43 saves. 

The game wasn’t decided until Tyler Motte’s empty-net goal — from the 
New York end. 

New York’s Mika Zibanejad scored a power-play goal for a 1-0 lead in the 
first period and Chris Kreider’s snipe of a shot in the second period made 
it 2-0. 

Zibanejad’s goal came on a quick shot from the left circle, ending Raata’s 
shutout streak of almost 148 minutes. Zibanejad then had a hand in the 
Kreider goal, legally lifting the stick of defenseman Tony DeAngelo, who 
had it slip out of his hands and was defenseless as Kreider got off a shot 
that beat Raanta to the short side. 

And then Nino Niederreiter scored for the Canes. 

Shesterkin, despite giving up some rebounds, stopped all 17 Carolina 
shots in the first period and was continuing to shut down the Canes until 
Niederreiter flipped backhander at him. 

Goal, Niederreiter. It was a soft goal and a 2-1 game at 8:18 of the 
second. 

No quit in the Canes, either. They continued to push in the final two 
periods as they kept forechecking pressure on the Rangers shift after 
shift. 

The Canes outshot the Rangers 18-10 in the second and had a 35-23 
edge through two periods. Jordan Staal was high-sticking late in the 
period and the Canes began the third with 1:33 of power play time. 

The Canes didn’t score but kept pushing the pace, kept pushing shots on 
Shesterkin. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 3: Carolina falls to New York, 3-1, in Game 3 
of playoff series 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes go for their first road win of the playoffs at the 
New York Rangers in Game 3 of their second-round NHL playoff series 
Sunday afternoon at Madison Square Garden after posting a 2-0 win in 
Game 2 on Friday to go up 2-0 in the series. 

Game 4 is Tuesday 7 p.m. The NHL has not yet set a time for a potential 
Game 5 at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock are at MSG 
and will have live observations from the scene, with Justin Pelletier 
chipping in from Raleigh. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Sunday’s game — and the rest of the series — is available only on ESPN 
(Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports South will 
broadcast a Hurricanes-focused post-game show featuring Abby Labar 
and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have the call on the 
Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 

THIRD PERIOD 

Empty netter for NY: And that will just about do it. Tylor Motte into the 
empty net. 
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Canes pull the goalie: With 2:29 to play, Brind’Amour elects to pull 
Raanta for a sixth skater. And Kreider misses an empty net?? 

Big kill for New York: With now fewer than 5 minutes to play, the Canes 
PP remains atrocious, and the Rangers snag the momentum back now 
after killing that off. Canes now 9 for their past 92. Yeesh. 

Big PP moment for Carolina: Tyler Motte knocks the stick out of the 
hands of Brett Pesce along the boards. He’s a key PK player for the 
Rangers, too. Big moment for the Canes. 

Raanta with the big save: Antti Raanta with an explosive save on Kaapo 
Kakko. Keeps the Canes in the mix here with about 11 minutes to play in 
regulation. 

Lines back to form for Rangers: Rangers back to their lines that they had 
been using before today, so “Kid Line” is back together, Vatrano with 
Kreider and Zibanejad, Copp with Strome and Panarin. 

Shesterkin playing like ... Shesterkin: The Vezina Trophy finalist is 
playing like it tonight. He’s up to 40 saves on 41 shots as the Canes 
comintue to press here in the third. The Canes didn’t score on the PP to 
start the period, but seized all of the momentum and have carried most of 
the play through the first media timeout. 

Smith streaking: During the intermission, a second assist was added on 
Nino Niederreiter’s goal and Brendan Smith now has a three-game point 
streak, tied for longest on the team this postseason. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Broken record: Stop us if you think that you’ve heard this one before: 
Hurricanes dominating five-on-five (scoring chances 26-12) but an 
opposing PPG is the difference. Rangers up 2-1 through two. Hurricanes 
get 93 seconds of power play on fresh ice to start the third. 

Late penalty call to NY: The Rangers get unlucky as Alexis Lafreniere is 
whistled for a high stick after contacting Staal in the head. Canes to the 
PP for the final seconds of the second, and will have a PP for 1:34 to 
start the 3rd. 

Rangers back to the PP: Carolina had the momentum, but... Svechnikov 
goes to the box for interference. Canes on the PK again. Hurricanes had 
been coming since the goal. Necas has been active. Then Svech goes 
for interference after running into Fox. First penalty since the Rangers’ 
PPG. 

Jump in their step: Canes with some jump now. Putting more heat on 
Shesterkin. Svechnikov nearly stuffs one in on the wraparound. Almost 
had time to get that on his blade. 

Lead cut in half: Nino Neiderreiter sneaks a backhand through Shesterkin 
to halve the lead. A little puck luck for the Canes, as Shesterkin would 
almost always have that. At 8:18, puck found a seam between the arm 
and body. 

Big goal for New York: The Canes did a good job coming back from 1-0 
down late in Game 1. If they’re going to come back, it’ll have to be from 
two goals this time. Chris Kreider with the goal, and the first two-goal 
lead for either team in the series NOT ties to an empty-netter. 

Up and down action: Brendan Smith breaks up a four-on-one, going to 
the ice in front of Artemi Panarin, and then Max Domi at the other end 
hits Shesterkin with a shot that pops up and into the Rangers crease, but 
laid flat, and was swept away. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Brief recap: Canes did some good things in the first — put 17 shots on 
net, won 14 of 21 draws, were solid 5 on 5. But Shesterkin is 17-17. 
Canes are 0-1 on the power play and 0-1 on the penalty kill. 

Shot advantage: Canes through 1: Big pileup in front of Antti Raanta as 
the seconds tick down in the first period. Raanta made all the necessary 
stops, and through one period, the Rangers lead, 1-0. Shots are 18-13, 
5v5 shot attempts 21-20, both favoring Carolina. 

Shesterkin engaged early: Jesperi Kotkaniemi comes in fast on a line 
change and is set up by Andrei Svechnikov, but Shesterkin ove forward 
with a kind of body poke check to deny the chance. 

First PP, first goal: The Rangers cash in at home, and grab the lead in 
the first period, the first first-period goal of the series. Zibanejad scores 
from the left circle on a pass from Panarin. 

Rangers get a chance on the PP: The Rangers will get a chance with the 
extra skater after Brady Skjei was tangled up behind the net with Mika 
Zibanejad. The Rangers’ forward went down, the referee’s arm went up, 
and here we are. 

Canes’ ‘D’ stifling early: It took the Rangers more than six minutes to 
register a shot on goal, and that was a weak backhander easily 
smothered by Antti Raanta. 

First PP to the Hurricanes: Lindgren called for a crosscheck and the 
Canes got the first power play of the contest. The Canes were 5-for-40 
on the power play in the playoffs to this point, and need to generate more 
on special teams. Update: No goal for the Canes on the PP. 5-for-41. 

Good start for New York: As we mentioned in the pregame, the Rangers 
shuffled the lines, and that starting line had a great first shift against the 
Canes. 

PREGAME 

The Rangers shuffle: Gerard Gallant said he would tweak his lines. And 
he’s done so. Starters for the Rangers include a line of Copp-Kakko and 
Vatrano, one player from each of the lines that were together in Carolina. 

Lineup consistent: Pregame lines in warmups looked the same as they 
did in Game 2, with Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis, Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas, 
Niederreiter-Staal-Fast and Domi-Kotkaniemi-Lorentz up front and the 
normal back end pairings on the blue line. 

Presence of Great One-ness: According to the Rangers, celebrities at the 
game include Wayne Gretzky (as a fan, not a Turner broadcaster), 
“Stranger Things” actor David Harbour and punting legend Sean 
Landeta. 

Hopper and Young Tony Soprano are here but the real news is 99 needs 
an identifier. 

Should just say “Wayne Gretzky: Wayne Gretzky” 
pic.twitter.com/r0JP4P6y5i 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 22, 2022 

MORNING UPDATE 

No changes to the Hurricanes’ lineup, although Frederik Andersen made 
the trip with the team to New York. He has yet to join the team for a full 
practice and Rod Brind’Amour said again he will have no update on 
Andersen until the goalie reaches that point. 

“I don’t have anything to tell you,” Brind’Amour said. “Nothing to say. I’d 
love to say he’s practicing and he’s right there, but he’s not there yet.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said he plans to ice the same lineup, but 
will shuffle his lines again after doing that late in Game 2. 

Jean Hebert and Chris Rooney are the referees. Hebert worked Game 6 
of the first-round series against the Boston Bruins. Jonny Murray and 
Ryan Gibbons are the linesmen for the second straight game. 
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Goals aside, the Hurricanes’ third defensive pairing has already done 
what’s expected 
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BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

Getting game-winning goals from defensemen in back-to-back playoff 
games isn’t a scenario anyone really expects. It’s the glorious 
randomness of the postseason, when these magnified moments produce 
unexpected stars. 

Not to mention Ian Cole and Brendan Smith, who combined for six goals 
in 120 regular-season games, would have been last on the list of 
potential candidates to make franchise history this way — and Smith’s 
goal coming short-handed, something only Mike Commodore had ever 
done for the Carolina Hurricanes in the playoffs, just ups that ante. 

While unexpected, it’s also not quite accurate to say the Hurricanes didn’t 
plan for this, in some small way. Cole and Smith are both here because 
the Hurricanes heeded the lessons learned a year ago at this time, when 
they realized veteran defensemen like these guys — hard-nosed, hard-
working, hard-headed — were vitally necessary, whether they scored or 
not. 

Who knew they’d score two huge goals, too? 

Smith finished off a pass from Sebastian Aho on Friday at the end of a 
short-handed rush, the first goal in a 2-0 win that gave the Hurricanes a 
2-0 lead in the series against the New York Rangers going into Sunday 
afternoon’s Game 3. Wednesday, Cole was skating away from the net 
when he spun and fired a blind shot that deflected off a Rangers 
defenseman for a 2-1 overtime win. 

“It just kind of bounced right to me,” Cole said. “I was looking to pass it to 
someone and no one was anywhere dangerous. So I guess I’ll just throw 
it on net and see what happens. Hockey’s a game of weird bounces and 
it just happened to go in.” 

These are typically the kind of players acquired at the trade deadline, 
experienced veterans who have been through the wars and may be in 
and out of the lineup during the regular season but are invaluable in the 
playoffs when games tighten up and the ability to avoid bad plays 
sometimes trumps the ability to make good ones. 

The Hurricanes didn’t wait that long. They brought both in as free agents 
last summer, while the painful lessons of last spring were still fresh, and 
it’s paying off now. 

A year ago, the Hurricanes nearly lost to the Nashville Predators and 
were overwhelmed by the Tampa Bay Lightning when Jake Gardiner was 
unable to contribute, Jaccob Slavin got hurt and they were left relying on 
some combination of Jake Bean, Jani Hakenpaa and Max Lajoie — who 
had never played a game for the Hurricanes in his career when he was 
called up to face the Predators. 

It wasn’t merely that the Hurricanes lacked defensive depth. (They did!) It 
was that their third pairing was so chronically weak that it was routinely 
victimized by superior and lesser opponents alike. The addition of Cole 
and Smith was designed to fix precisely that problem, and long before 
the trade deadline, giving both a chance to settle into their roles on and 
off the ice. 

Those two have fixed precisely that problem. 

“They’re both experienced guys,” Hurricanes defenseman Brady Skjei 
said Saturday before the team left for New York. “Colesy’s won a couple 
Cups and Smitty’s been around the league a long time. They know how 
to play, they know how to play in the playoffs. They’ve done a great job. 
Obviously scoring goals, but also playing defense. Just a really reliable D 
pair for us to have.” 

And with Ethan Bear in the press box and Jalen Chatfield in the AHL, the 
Hurricanes have two more defensemen they’re comfortable putting in the 
lineup if pressed into action. 

Smith and Cole haven’t been perfect — they got caught out against the 
Patrice Bergeron line in Boston, blew a coverage and gave up a big goal 

in Game 4 — but for the most part they’ve done exactly what they were 
supposed to do, especially in the two games of this series, which have 
been extremely closely played and tightly checked. 

“I just want to set the tempo,” Smith said. “Play hard defensively. That’s 
just really what Colesy and I want to do. Just be solid defensively, and if I 
can chip in offensively, that’s a bonus.” 

The goals are a welcome bonus, but just that. A bonus. 

That’s not what the Hurricanes expected when they laid these plans 
almost a year ago. But the rest is. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers get rolling, Oilers pull ahead, 
Lightning extend lead 

 

Shayna Goldman, Mark Lazerus, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille 

 

Game 3: Lightning 5, Panthers 1 | Tampa Bay leads 3-0 

Who was the guy: Nikita Kucherov has been a difference-maker this 
series. His goal and three assists in Game 3 bring him up to seven points 
in Round 2, 15 points in 10 playoff tilts. As much as the expectation can 
be for him to be more of a goal scorer, it’s some stellar passing that’s 
making him so dangerous throughout the playoffs — look at his setup to 
Corey Perry in Game 1, on Ross Colton’s game winner in Game 2, or on 
Steven Stamkos’ score in Game 3. The Lightning winger is more of a 
dual-threat than he gets credit for, and he’s rising to the occasion once 
again this postseason.  

What was the key: There’s a level of urgency and desperation from the 
Lightning (see we nerds can talk about feelings and emotions, too!), and 
a lot of it is coming from their defenders.  

There was Ryan McDonagh getting his stick in the way of Jonathan 
Huberdeau’s power-play chance. And Jan Rutta clearing the puck out of 
the blue paint before it could cross the goal line late in the third. Plus 
timely blocks from Victor Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev. Don’t forget, 
the game winner was scored by a more defensive defenseman in Erik 
Cernak.  

Shot blocking isn’t always a perfect measure of defense. Sometimes, it’s 
just reactionary after a defender can’t stop a shot from happening in the 
first place. Still, it’s noteworthy that the team trying to avoid going on the 
brink of elimination only had four blocks between all six defenders while 
Hedman matched that individually. Those efforts — between blocks and 
defensive plays to force Florida to miss the net — are why these teams 
were almost even in shots on goal (36-35), despite the Panthers 
generating 12 more attempts than their opponents.  

Key stat: Andrei Vasilevskiy saved 2.0 goals above expected in all 
situations via Natural Stat Trick. That’s equal to the goal differential 
before the Lightning scored two empty-netters to seal their victory.  

The moment it was over: The Panthers got over one hurdle by 
connecting on the power play after going 0-for-25 to open the playoffs. 
On their advantage in the second period, Florida generated some 
legitimately dangerous chances but couldn’t tie the score. That seemed 
like their best chance to really change the tides of this game. But less 
than two minutes later, a vintage Stamkos goal, set up by Kucherov, 
made this a 3-1 game in favor of the home team.  

In the regular season, coming back from a two-goal deficit wasn’t a 
challenge for Florida — they managed through a lot worse. But this team 
hasn’t had that same offensive pop in the postseason. So that score just 
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made the hill they already had to climb even steeper — with Vasilevskiy’s 
difference-making play at the top of it.  

The moment of the game: So let’s talk about one of those dangerous 
chances on that second period power play. Aaron Ekblad sent 
Huberdeau a cross-slot pass, and Vasilevskiy didn’t move laterally quick 
enough. Huberdeau had the time and space to score on a fairly empty 
net, but McDonagh just got in the shooting lane and got his stick on it. 

That was a defining moment of the game. It was the Panthers’ best 
chance to tie, and instead, less than two minutes later, Tampa Bay pulled 
ahead 3-1.  

Panthers Worry Meter:      … It feels like a matter of ‘when’ 
not ‘if’ their season is going to end this series. Good luck trying to battle 
back from being down 3-0 against the reigning champs! 

Lightning Worry Meter:  … Banged up and without Brayden Point, the 
Lightning are make a damn statement this round. 

— Shayna Goldman 

Game 3: Rangers 3, Hurricanes 1 | Carolina leads 2-1 

Who was the guy: Can we just start skipping this part after Rangers 
games? Do we really need to say it every time? It’s Igor Shesterkin. It’s 
always Igor Shesterkin. It’s always going to be Igor Shesterkin. He’s the 
primary reason the Rangers had 110 points this season. He’s the primary 
reason they beat the Penguins. He’s the primary reason they’re not down 
3-0 in this series by a combined score of 14-3. Shesterkin stopped 43 of 
44 shots, saving 3.51 goals above expected. The soft goal he gave up to 
Nino Niederreiter — a harmless-looking backhand that trickled through 
between his left arm and torso — was a shocker, a moment of humanity 
from a seemingly inhuman puck-stopping machine. But credit to Rangers 
fans, who almost immediately started chanting “Igor! Igor!” in a neat show 
of support right after the goal.“They supported me even though I kind of 
let them down in that one spot,” Shesterkin said via an interpreter after 
the game. 

What was the key: You mean besides Shesterkin? Well, after two hyper-
defensive efforts in Raleigh, the Rangers opened things up a bit in this 
one in an effort to get the offense rolling. You can do that sort of thing 
when you have Shesterkin backing you up. So while it allowed the 
Hurricanes to squeeze off 44 shots on goal, New York had 33 of its own, 
including a power-play one-timer from Mika Zibanejad off a no-look pass 
from Artemi Panarin, and a sick snipe from Chris Kreider that stood as 
the game winner. You can only sit back and pray for a 1-0 win so long. 
Eventually, you have to try to score. The Rangers did that on Sunday. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in these playoffs. They are 0-4 
on the road. 

The moment it was over: Can you imagine if, after Kreider missed an 
uncontested empty-netter from 34 feet with 2:18 to go, the Hurricanes 
had managed to tie it late, like they did in Game 1? The poor guy would 
never sleep again. Fortunately for Kreider, Tyler Motte banked in a 146-
foot backhander about a minute later, securing the win. 

The moment of the game: Well, more like moment after the game. At the 
horn, Carolina’s Max Domi cross-checked the Rangers’ Ryan Lindgren 
and the standard end-of-postgame melee ensued. Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant appeared to be yelling at Carolina’s Tony DeAngelo to 
“grow the fuck up” from the bench.“I wasn’t happy with the bullshit at the 
end of the game that they initiated. We didn’t do that when the games 
were close. They put their guys on (the ice), that’s fine. They wanted to 
play like that. We’ve got the guys that can match that.” Message-sending 
after playoff losses is as old as the game itself, but does it accomplish 
anything? “The game’s over,” Gallant said. “We’ve still got four games to 
go with those guys. They’re not sending any message. We’ve got the guy 
that can handle all their guys if we want to.” So, uh, Ryan Reaves, you 
might want to get ready. Just in case.  

Hurricanes worry meter:   … They’ve been the better team in every 
game, which has to be comforting. But each game’s been agonizingly 

close, which has to be at least a little disconcerting. Goalies can steal 
series. Happens every year. 

Rangers worry meter:    … When you have to work this hard just 
to steal a game, knowing you have to win four out of five is daunting, to 
say the least. 

— Mark Lazerus  

Game 3: Oilers 4, Flames 1 | Edmonton leads 2-1 

Who was the guy: I’m going to cheat here and point to Edmonton’s top 
line as a whole. 

Every single member of that line was exceptional, the trio playing in 
perfect synchrony. Evander Kane’s natural hat trick in the second period 
will grab the headlines and pushes him to the NHL lead with 10 
postseason goals. He was in all alone on Jacob Markstrom for all three 
goals, showing good patience in waiting until Markstrom went down 
before making his moves. 

Kane’s finishing was clinical as part of a night where he had a game-high 
six shots and 10 hits. The reason he had those glorious chances boils 
down to Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl though, who put on a 
playmaking clinic with the effortless way they carved Calgary’s defense 
on the rush. Draisaitl had four assists and McDavid three. 

McDavid’s presence alone had a gravity-like impact which opened space 
for Kane’s 2-0 goal, for example. Usually when a player is driving through 
the centre lane like Kane was, a defender will follow. But Oliver Kylington 
was double-minded because he knew if he followed Kane that McDavid 
would be wide open, so Kylington ended up in no man’s land with his 
coverage. 

HE'S SCORED TWO MORE TIMES SINCE THIS BUT HERE'S KANE'S 
FIRST LOL. #LetsGoOilers pic.twitter.com/XzGvYIQRIu 

— Edmonton Oilers (@EdmontonOilers) May 23, 2022 

What was the key: Edmonton’s stars outplayed Calgary’s stars. No 
individual player can match McDavid but some wondered whether 
Calgary’s top line, which was the best in the NHL in the regular season, 
could neutralize McDavid as a collective heading into this series. Darryl 
Sutter sent out his top line to directly match up against McDavid’s trio on 
a lot of shifts and they were thoroughly outclassed all night. This is where 
it also feels worthwhile to mention Chris Tanev’s absence so far this 
series — he’s one of the league’s best shutdown defenders and the rest 
of Calgary’s top-four looked awful trying to slow McDavid down. 

Key stat: McDavid has 23 points in the playoffs and we’re only halfway 
through Round 2 — that would have led the entire postseason in scoring 
in 2011, 2012, 2015 and 2019. 

McDavid's 23 points in 10 games so far would have led the playoffs in 
scoring in 2011, 2012, 2015, 2019. 

— JFresh (@JFreshHockey) May 23, 2022 

The moment it was over: The Flames were flat offensively the entire 
game but they had a second-period power play to try and turn the 
momentum after Edmonton poured on three goals in the middle frame. 
Calgary not only failed to score on the man advantage but moments 
later, Kane scored his third of the night to make it 4-0. 

The moment of the game: How cool is this play by No.97? We’re 
watching the best player in the world play the best hockey of his career 
and it’s such a treat. 

Connor McDavid is something else. pic.twitter.com/IoH7ufsbL9 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 23, 2022 

Oilers Worry Meter:    … It’s easy to feel unstoppable when you 
have McDavid and Draisaitl playing like this. 
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Flames Worry Meter:      … Calgary came back from a 2-1 
series deficit to Dallas so this challenge shouldn’t faze them, but 
McDavid looks immortal and there’s not much you can do to slow him 
right now. 

— Harman Dayal 

Three stars 

On tap for Monday 

• Panthers at Lightning, 7 p.m. ET (Lightning lead 3-0) 

• Avalanche at Blues, 9:30 p.m. ET (Avalanche lead 2-1) 
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Hurricanes had ‘opportunities to win’ but ‘power play stunk’ in Game 3 
loss 

 

Sara Civian  

 

NEW YORK — Hurricanes head coach Rod Brind’Amour is a big believer 
in the process. You don’t get the nickname “Rod the Bod” for nothing. 
Legend has it he’s never missed more than two consecutive days at the 
gym when healthy. Like, actually never. 

He had a 484-game ironman streak in his NHL career, and he won back-
to-back Selke Trophies with the Canes in 2005 and 2006. He was the 
captain of the only Hurricanes team to win the Stanley Cup. You get it. 

In his four years at the helm as head coach, he’s designed a team based 
on this stingy defensive process, and he’s somehow convinced even the 
most reluctant skill guys to buy in. 

And in my four years covering him, I’ve noticed a pattern of Brind’Amour 
returning the favor. 

As long as the Canes are suppressing enough chances and generating 
at least a few high-danger opportunities of their own, Brind’Amour is 
incredibly reluctant to criticize the team after a loss. This was especially 
evident in a stretch of losses in the dog days of this regular season 
where the Canes kept out-chancing, out-Corsi-ing and, at times, out-
playing opponents. According to Brind’Amour, Carolina just wasn’t 
“getting the bounces.” 

The man has a lot of patience, trust and respect for the process. So I was 
a little surprised when he broke character Sunday after the Hurricanes’ 3-
1 Game 3 loss at Madison Square Garden. 

“Was this the best road game you’ve played this postseason?” I asked. 

“They all kinda suck when you don’t win,” he responded. “Overall, we had 
our opportunities to win. It felt pretty good, the way we were going. We 
just couldn’t get the puck in the net.” 

According to Natural Stat Trick, the Canes outshot the Rangers 44-33, 
out-high-danger-chanced them 20-11 and owned 67.65 percent of the 
overall scoring chances. 

This is the exact comeback-effort chart you want to see. 

Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin deserves credit for surviving the 
game and the third-period onslaught. He saved 3.51 goals above 
expected against 58 unblocked shots, and denied 43 of the Canes’ 44 
shots. The Rangers defense deserves credit for the shot blocking on 
display during the Canes’ third-period comeback effort, too. 

“They blocked a ton of shots, so give them a ton of credit,” Brind’Amour 
tipped his hat. “I looked up and we still had like 40 (shots on net). I 

stopped looking at one point, so we’re getting pucks there, but they’re 
just not getting through. Give them a lot of credit.” 

The dagger, as it has been on the road, was special teams. Jordan Staal 
and Co. have been doing a fantastic job stifling the Rangers stars at even 
strength, but give Mika Zibanejad enough power-play opportunities and 
there’s no stopping him. Meanwhile, nothing was cooking on the Canes’ 
man advantage. Carolina went 0-for-3 on the evening, which doesn’t 
seem that bad on the surface, but they had a golden opportunity in the 
midst of their stout third-period comeback effort that only seemed to suck 
the life out of them. 

Nino Niederreiter ended the night with an excellent power-play chance 
early in the game, a flukey even-strength goal, and eventual promotion to 
the first power-play unit. I asked him the same question I asked 
Brind’Amour — was this your best road game? 

“Yeah, I would say so,” he said. “We definitely had enough chances to 
win this hockey game. It was definitely the start we wanted. We knew we 
had to play our way to win that hockey game, and at the end of the day 
the power play let us down again.” 

Looks like the postgame locker-room message was about missed 
opportunities — especially on the power play. 

“The power play stunk,” Tony DeAngelo said. “We gotta score. We can’t 
keep going game after game (not scoring on the power play). It wasn’t 
good enough. We’ve got a lot of belief in our guys, we’re working hard. It 
just seems a little flat.” 

How do you fix that right now? 

“It’s execution, honestly,” Jaccob Slavin said. “We’ve got guys who are 
skilled. We’ve had the power play in the past and throughout the season 
be excellent. We were in the top there for a while. It’s just a matter of 
execution and, honestly, work. We’ve got to work a little harder.” 

The Canes are now 0-4 in playoff road games. This is obviously an issue, 
and so is the power play. 

“In the playoffs, you don’t talk about the process,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That’s what the regular season’s for.” 

I distinctly remember Brind’Amour talking about the process during that 
2019 Eastern Conference final run, actually, but this team is different. 
This team isn’t just happy to be here, and this team is a little bit more 
than a good process and a bad result. To be clear — the Canes did 
basically all they could except execute on the power play or elevate just a 
little bit to make one of their even-strength chances matter. 

“I would take that game, most nights, if I’m being honest with you,” 
Brind’Amour finally admitted. “We had pretty good opportunities and 
Grade-As. We did have some seconds. We were around the net. We 
didn’t capitalize on the power play, and they did. That was kinda … it 
boils down to that. It really shouldn’t because if we get a five-on-five 
somewhere else, then maybe it doesn’t, but we gotta come through 
there. Especially at the end.” 

These guys might actually have what it takes. They should start acting 
like it on the road. 
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Rangers take Game 3 from Canes, look to even up series 

 

Filip Bondy 
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A playoff series that might have died right there Sunday on the cold, hard 
Garden ice got its second wind in Game 3, producing both a glimmer of 
promise and a nasty edge. 

The Rangers juggled lines and dug deep for a 3-1 victory, and now trail 
Carolina, 2-1, in the Eastern Conference semifinal series. They mined 
the precious first goal, which is as valuable as gold or platinum in this 
miserly playoff series. They finally got big games from their top stars, 
while Igor Shesterkin again stood on his head, flicked his glove, and split 
his pads just often enough for the critical triumph. 

After two slog-fests in Raleigh, both Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider 
took full advantage when the game opened into something more 
watchable. Gerard Gallant more or less demoted Zibanejad to a second 
line, hoping Andrew Copp could win some key face-offs. While that didn’t 
happen, the shakeup seemed to spark the Rangers from the start. 
Zibanejad was partnered with Kreider and Filip Chydil, a potent hybrid of 
three different lines. 

“It was different,” Kreider told reporters. “I don’t think I ever played with 
that line combination before. But it worked. It was a 20-man effort 
tonight.” 

The Rangers relied quite heavily on Shesterkin’s heroics in the must-win 
game, as the crowd chanted, “Igor” again and again. The goalie saved 34 
of 35 shots over the first two periods and 43 overall, another 
extraordinary performance. The Hurricanes produced 13 of the first 15 
shots on goal and in one span won 10 straight face-offs. 

“Honestly, it’s a good thing they took so many shots,” Shesterkin said, 
through an interpreter. “They were just trying to feel out the game and 
none of the shots were that dangerous.” 

Everything changed when the Rangers earned a power play midway 
through the first period, a holding call on Brady Skjei against Zibanejad. 
The Rangers organized a prolonged attack in the Carolina zone and 
scored a tic-tac-toe goal when Zibanejad found himself wide open in the 
left circle after sharp passes by Adam Fox and Artemi Panarin. His low 
wrist shot squeezed between Antti Raanta and the post on the short side 
at 11:54. 

The power-play goal was Zibanejad’s first goal of the series, ending 
Raanta’s shutout streak at nearly 128 minutes. 

“We won a couple of battles we didn’t do last time,” Zibanejad said. “We 
kept the puck moving and good passing and I tried to get the shot off 
quickly. I’m trying to trust myself, trust my teammates.” 

Zibanejad also set up the Rangers’ second goal by Kreider at 5:55 of the 
second period. He did this by knocking the stick out of the hands of 
Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo near the crease, essentially 
creating a man advantage for the Rangers. Kreider converted the 
chance, whipping the puck over Raanta’s left shoulder into the far, top 
corner of the net for a two-goal lead. It was Kreider’s 30th career playoff 
goal, second only to Rod Gilbert’s 34 for the franchise. 

Given the defensive nature of this series, and Shesterkin’s typical 
excellence, it seemed that a Ranger victory was all was assured. But this 
is hockey, and the goals can at times arrive in almost random fashion. 
Sure enough, Nino Niederreiter scored a shockingly soft goal at 8:18 of 
the second period on a backhand shovel shot while skating in from the 
right side. The puck somehow found its way through a nonexistent space 
between Shesterkin’s body and flinching left arm. 

The Daily News sports editors handpick the week’s best Yankees stories 
from our award-winning columnists and beat writers. Delivered to your 
inbox every Wednesday. 

“You get a little disappointed that you let down the team, you say a few 
mean words, and then you fix it,” Shesterkin said. 

The Hurricanes are now 6-0 at home in these playoffs and 0-4 on the 
road, though the Carolina players insisted they were not intimidated by 
the Garden noise. The fans in particular focused their wrath on 

DeAngelo, whose colorful career in New York did not end well and whose 
fly-away stick cost the Hurricanes dearly. 

“I could care less,” DeAngelo told ESPN, about the jeers. “They can boo 
whoever the hell they want.” 

The Rangers survived a final power play, when Tyler Motte was called for 
slashing at 13:57. When Raanta was pulled, it was Motte who scored an 
empty netter on a long, backhanded clearance at 18:37. 

The game ended in ugly fashion, as Max Domi whacked oft-injured Ryan 
Lindgren with his stick and the players wrestled to the ice. The sight of 
this brief scuffle angered the Ranger players and their coach. 

“If they want to play like that, we got guys who can play like that,” Gallant 
said. “They’re not sending any message. Domi took a cheap shot. You 
got a lot of memory in this. It might be on the other foot someday.” 

The other shoe is about to drop. Game 4 on Tuesday will likely determine 
whether this is a real playoff series, or merely more, slow torture for 
Garden fans. 
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Gerard Gallant's line tweaks effective in sparking Rangers' offense 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

Head coach Gerard Gallant jumbled his forward lines to try to spark 
some offense after the Rangers were shut out in Game 2, and it paid off 
as the team pulled out a 3-1 win over the Hurricanes on Sunday 
afternoon at Madison Square Garden to cut Carolina’s second-round 
series lead to just one game.  

The changes broke up the Kid Line of Alexis Lafreniere, Filip Chytil and 
Kaapo Kakko, which had been the Rangers’ most consistent unit all 
postseason.  

“I was flipping back and forth, honestly, with that,” Gallant said after the 
win. “I just wanted to get [Andrew Copp] in the middle, you know, 
stronger faceoff guy in the dot. He did pretty well, but we still got a lot of 
trouble at the faceoff dot tonight. But that was the thinking early on, and 
then I wanted to get back to my lines again after that.”  

In putting Chytil on the right wing of the top line next to Chris Kreider and 
Mika Zibanejad, Frank Vatrano flanked the third unit with Kakko and 
Copp slotted into the middle. Lafreniere jumped up to the right wing of 
the second line alongside Artemi Panarin and Ryan Strome. The fourth 
line of Motte, Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves remained intact.  

Andrew Copp takes a faceoff during the Rangers' Game 3 win over the 
Hurricanes. 

The new-look top line was particularly effective despite the fact that 
Chytil, Kreider and Zibanejad only logged 2:06 of ice time together during 
the regular season, according to Natural Stat Trick. They doubled the 
Hurricanes shots, 10-5, in 6:55 together in the victory — and Chytil 
looked even more energetic than he’s already been lately with a top-six 
recognition.  

Sign up for Starting Lineup for the biggest stories. 

“I didn’t mind it,” said Chytil, who finished with four shots on goal. “Kreids 
and Mika are top players on our team, and it was good to adjust to play 
with them. I had a lot of great chances, we had as a line, we had a lot of 
good chances. We scored a goal, there was a penalty against and then 
we scored a goal on the power play.  
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“I think the first two periods were great. We were playing the right way 
and that was a good experience for me.”  

But Gallant reverted back to the combinations the Rangers had for the 
previous four games at the end of the second period and throughout the 
third, which he said was for defensive purposes. The Kid Line was 
reunited, while Vatrano slotted back onto the top line next to Kreider and 
Zibanejad. Copp returned to the right wing of the second line with 
Panarin and Strome.  

Still, the Kreider-Zibanejad-Chytil alignment showed something to Gallant 
in the win.  

“I liked that line, to be honest with you,” he said. “There was just some of 
the other things that were going on that’s why I changed it back. But I 
thought Fil did a good job up there with that line. He controlled the puck 
down low, and they made some good plays and had some good 
chances.”  

Added Kreider of playing with Chytil on his line: “It was different. I don’t 
think we ever played with that line combination, necessarily. But I thought 
he did a great job. I mean, it was a 20-man effort tonight. A few minor 
tweaks early on, but guys responded positively and just worked.” 
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Rangers tap into proven power-play formula for key Game 3 win 

 

Ethan Sears  

 

The Rangers had a formula during the regular season that worked: 
special teams and goaltending. 

On Sunday afternoon at the Garden, they went back to it. 

The two biggest sequences of the 3-1 win came on the power play and 
the penalty kill, respectively, with the former accounting for the game’s 
opening goal after a dismal performance in Carolina. 

Chris Kreider, who was stationed at the front of the net when Mika 
Zibanejad opened the scoring off a cross-ice feed from Artemi Panarin, 
implied that it took the Rangers a game to begin to figure out how to deal 
with Carolina’s league-best penalty kill. The problem was, with just 27 
seconds of five-on-four play in Game 1, that ended up being the second 
game — in which the Rangers were disastrous on the man-advantage 
and gave up a key shorthanded goal. 

“I feel like everyone pressures on the kill, especially on initial entries and 
loose pucks,” Kreider said. “That’s a team that has been probably the 
best penalty kill in the league all year. Very effective at pressuring.” 

Indeed, the Hurricanes’ pressure gave the Rangers fits on Friday in 
Raleigh, resulting in a series of odd-man rushes the wrong way before 
Brendan Smith finally converted. On Sunday, though, the Rangers 
managed to get some puck movement and finally beat Antti Raanta for 
the first time since early in Game 1. 

“We just gotta continue to support each other,” Kreider said. “Have that 
five-on-five mentality and relieve pressure. [If there’s] a loose puck, a 
puck on the wall, we know they’re gonna be jumping. So to get set up, 
we need to work for each other. Need to have options, need to have 
outs, need to communicate.” 

The Rangers did little of note on their other two power-play chances, but 
coupled with a penalty kill that was a perfect three-for-three, the one goal 
turned out to be enough. 

That kill came up particularly big in the third period when Tyler Motte 
went to the box for slashing at 13:57. The following two minutes were the 
best the Rangers had on the penalty kill all afternoon, with Carolina 
failing to notch a shot on goal. 

Earlier in the period, the Rangers had leaned on Igor Shesterkin to kill a 
penalty. This time — perhaps the only time all afternoon — Shesterkin’s 
services were not needed. 

That was particularly ironic on a day when the Rangers won by falling 
back on the formula that has gotten them through so many games this 
season, leaning on their goaltender, who was superlative as usual. 

“Killed some penalties, scored a power-play goal,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “That’s how you win hockey games in tight games.” 
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Igor Shesterkin's growing confidence allows Rangers' risk-taking to pay 
off 

 

Larry Brooks  

 

Chants of “Igor! Igor! Igor!” resounded through the Garden midway 
through the second period of this win-or-else Game 3 of the second 
round. 

Nino Niederreiter had just scored a goal. 

Had scored a relatively soft goal for Carolina that fluttered through on the 
short side that cut the Rangers’ lead to 2-1, that is. 

Yet the salute to the goaltender — who had been the Rangers’ MVP 
throughout the season and whose work early in this one had allowed his 
team to gain its equilibrium in the series — filled the round building as if 
he’d just made a breakaway save on Tony DeAngelo. 

“I’d like to thank the fans for the energy they provided,” Igor Shesterkin 
said through a translator. “They supported me even though I kind of let 
them down in that one spot, but the energy at MSG is always great, 
they’re always charged up and I can’t thank them enough for that.” 

When the mutual admiration society meets at the Garden on Tuesday for 
Game 4, the Rangers will seek to square this round at 2-all in the wake of 
Sunday’s 3-1 victory in which Shesterkin put his stamp on the series and 
the Blueshirts’ marquee forwards also made an impression after being 
marked absent for the opening two matches in Carolina. 

The Blueshirts approached this with a more attack-oriented approach 
that melded with head coach Gerard Gallant’s decision to scramble his 
top three forward units. In breaking up the Kid Line, Gallant had the 
inspired idea to shift Filip Chytil out of the middle to right wing with Mika 
Zibanejad and Chris Kreider. 

That move jump-started the line, which was responsible for Kreider’s goal 
before the Blueshirts reverted to their default top nine for the third period. 
The moves (plural) ignited the team that had scored a total of one goal in 
the opening two games and had entered Game 3 with a scoreless streak 
of 116:05. 

But in opening it up while generating a rush game off effective breakouts, 
speed through the neutral zone and a down-low presence, the Rangers 
also allowed more chances than they had in Carolina. Hence, more work 
for Shesterkin. That’s a trade-off the Blueshirts should be willing to make 
every time. 

“It’s something we’ve talked about a lot, about how much confidence he 
instills in us especially when he’s making hard saves look easy,” said 
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Kreider, who put one in at a sharp angle for the 2-0 lead at 5:55, 2:23 
before Niederreiter scored. “With that being said, we can’t take our foot 
off the gas, we still have to forecheck to try and make it easier on Igor 
and the defense.” 

The Rangers did go into too much of a shell in the third period, but 
Shesterkin earned his accolades in the first and second periods while 
facing 35 shots. The first calls of “Igor!” came within the first two minutes 
of the match following a startling stop on a Niederreiter point-blank 
deflection on the power play. 

The goaltender made a spectacular sliding, tumbling stop on Jesperi 
Kotkaniemi all alone with seven minutes to go in the first, the Blueshirts 
up 1-0 following Zibanejad’s power-play goal at 11:54. There was a giant 
save on Max Domi early in the second. As the ’Canes were firing pucks 
from all over, Shesterkin was eating them up. 

Rangers 

Rangers defenseman K’Andre Miller (top) jumps over teammate Igor 
Shesterkin to help makes another save on a shot by the Carolina 
Hurricanes center Max Domi. 

Jason Szenes 

“It’s exactly what we expect from him,” Gallant said of his Hart and 
Vezina finalist whose 43 saves improved his record to 7-1 on the year in 
games where he faced 40 or more shots. “We don’t want to rely on him 
that much, though.” 

Keep up with the most important sports news 

Sign up for Starting Lineup for the biggest stories. 

I have always found it counterintuitive that teams with stellar goaltending 
don’t play more of a risk-reward game, the way the ’80s Oilers did in front 
of Grant Fuhr. When you have a goaltender of that caliber, it seems the 
risk would be in playing too conservatively. Obviously Jacques Lemaire 
and Pat Burns never felt that way in New Jersey. 

The Rangers need to get into open ice. Zibanejad and Kreider need that 
for their confidence. So does Artemi Panarin, who was more creatively 
engaged in this one than he’d been in Carolina when he seemed to 
overthink every move. The more the team’s marquee guys generate five-
on-five, the more it helps their power-play unit. 

The more work Shesterkin gets, the more confidence he accrues and the 
less it can be shaken even by a bad goal such as the one in this second 
period. The Rangers had not held a two-goal lead in the second period 
since Game 2 against Pittsburgh. After finally gaining one, it lasted for 
only 2:33. 

Not to worry. 

“You get a little disappointed for a second and you say a few mean 
words,” Shesterkin said. “Then you forget about it.” 
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Rangers' Gerard Gallant fumes over late Max Domi cross-check: 'Bulls--t' 

 

Ethan Sears  

 

Gerard Gallant kept reporters waiting longer than usual following the 
Rangers’ Game 3 victory over the Hurricanes. When he finally did appear 
at the bottom of the steps leading into Madison Square Garden’s press 
conference room, the Rangers coach let out a deep breath before 
walking in. 

None of that stopped him from making his feelings clear regarding the 
situation at the end of the game, which saw Ryan Lindgren and Max 
Domi rolling around on the ice after the clock had hit zeroes. 

“I wasn’t happy with the bulls–t at the end of the game that they initiated,” 
Gallant said. “We didn’t do that when the games were close. They put 
their guys out, that’s fine. They want to play like that, we got guys who 
can match that.” 

After the Rangers scored an empty-net goal to extend their lead to 3-1, 
Gallant took exception to Domi’s cross-check on Lindgren, which came 
after the final whistle. Lindgren and Domi needed to be separated after 
the scrum that followed, with players on both teams exchanging words. 

Max Domi 

Carolina Hurricanes center Max Domi and Rangers defenseman Ryan 
Lindgren get into a push and shove after Domi crossed checked at the 
conclusion of Game 3. 

Jason Szenes 

It figures that the Rangers would be unhappy with that happening to 
anyone, but Lindgren in particular — who is visibly battling through 
injuries and missed time in the team’s first-round series — is vulnerable 
to such a play. 

Gallant also seemed upset with former Rangers defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo on the bench. ESPN cameras caught him making a chirping 
signal at DeAngelo and appearing to tell him to “shut the f–k up” after the 
game ended. 

“Pumped about his win, I’m sure,” DeAngelo told reporters when asked 
about Gallant. 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour told reporters he didn’t see what 
happened at the end of the game and refrained from commenting. 

His counterpart, though, had a lot to say on the matter. 

“I don’t like it at the end of the game,” Gallant said. “The game’s over. We 
still got four games with these guys. … We got the guy who can handle 
all their guys if we want to. We didn’t like to do it, but Domi took a cheap 
shot at our defenseman. You got a long memory. You think about things, 
like I said, [the shoe] might be on the other foot someday.” 

The series has gotten progressively more physical as it has gone on, with 
Game 1 being played almost completely at five-on-five without any 
scrums and Game 3 ending in blows. 

Gallant’s reference to the Rangers’ ability to handle those situations — 
that person presumably being Ryan Reaves — is a hint that the trend 
could continue. 
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Rangers topple Hurricanes in Game 3 to cut series deficit to 2-1 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

The Rangers are charged with turning this second-round series around 
on home ice after dropping the first two games on the road — and they 
took a step in the right direction Sunday afternoon. 

In another low-scoring affair with the Hurricanes, the Rangers secured a 
3-1 win in Game 3 at Madison Square Garden to cut Carolina’s lead in 
the series to just one game and ensure it goes to at least five contests 
with Game 4 back at the Garden on Tuesday and Game 5 set for 
Thursday in Raleigh, N.C. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 23, 2022 

 

With notable former Rangers Wayne Gretzky, Jeff Beukeboom, Tom 
Laidlaw and Stephane Matteau in attendance for the matinee, the club 
kept itself in this series. 

“I liked the way we played and battled in those two games in Carolina, 
and tonight, we felt we were going to win the hockey game,” head coach 
Gerard Gallant said after win, which handed the Hurricanes their fourth 
loss on the road this postseason. “Our goalie was outstanding in the first 
half of the game and made some big key saves for us. I thought we 
played well enough to win.” 

Igor Shesterkin saw more than his fair share of action against a high-
powered ’Canes squad that outshot his team 44-31 in the contest. With 
17 saves in the first, another 17 in the second and nine in the third, 
Shesterkin rose to the challenge, which the Garden crowd thanked him 
for by chanting his name as time ran out on the clock. 

The Hurricanes, however, stayed in the game with a soft goal that pulled 
the visitors within one at 8:18 of the second period. Nino Niederreiter 
backhanded one off the rush that squeaked through under the star 
goalie’s armpit to make it a 2-1 game. 

“I’d honestly like to thank the fans for the energy they provided,” 
Shesterkin said through a translator. “They supported me even though I 
kind of let them down in that one spot. But the energy at MSG is always 
great, they’re always charged up and I can’t thank them more for that.” 

After going 0-for-5 through the first two games, the Rangers’ power-play 
finally broke through when Artemi Panarin sent a no-look cross-zone 
feed to Mika Zibanejad in the first period to end the team’s scoring 
drought, which spanned 127:59 and dated back to the opening 20 
minutes of Game 1. 

Kreider said the Rangers had a better idea of what Carolina’s penalty kill 
was going to do since they saw more of it in the second game of the 
series. The power play is one of the Rangers’ strongest offensive 
attributes. If it gets going, this could become a different series really 
quickly. 

“That’s a team that has been probably the best penalty kill in the league 
all year, very effective at pressuring,” said Kreider, who made it a 2-0 
game six minutes into the middle frame after sniping one from the lower 
left circle as former Blueshirt turned Hurricanes defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo lost his stick in front. “We just got to continue to support each 
other, have that five-on-five mentality and try to relieve pressure.” 

With his goal, Kreider tied Ron Duguay for the ninth most points (47) and 
surpassed Mark Messier for the second most playoff goals (30) in 
Rangers playoff history. 

“All three games have been really, really close games,” Kreider said. 
“Could’ve gone either way and you know, that’s playoff hockey. You just 
got to continue to work for your bounces.” 
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NHL playoffs: Hurricanes vs. Rangers Game 3 odds, prediction for today 

 

Unexpectedly, the series between the New York Rangers and Carolina 
Hurricanes has turned into a chess match. Given the styles these two 
teams play, and the way the Rangers looked in Round 1, a lot of people 
have been caught off guard by the low-event hockey we’ve seen through 
the first six-plus periods in this best-of-seven matchup.  

A total of five goals — including an empty-netter and an overtime winner 
— have been scored in this series. Carolina has scored two goals at 5-
on-5, while the Rangers have scored just once in the entire series. The 
goaltending performances from Igor Shesterkin and Antti Raanta have 
been superb, but neither goalie has faced a ton of work just yet.  

Hurricanes vs. Rangers Game 3 odds 

Odds provided by BetMGM 

Spread: CAR -1.5 (+225) vs. NYR +1.5 (-275) 

Moneyline: CAR (-115) vs. NYR (-105) 

Total: Over (+115) | Under (-140) 

The BetMGM Logo 

Claim a Risk-Free First Bet up to $1,000 

New customers only. Must be 21+. AZ, CO, IA, IL, IN, LA, MI, NJ, NY, 
PA, TN, VA, WV, WY only. Full T&C apply. 

Caesars Sportsbook Logo Square 

Get up to $1100 in first bet insurance 

New users only, 21 or older. NY, CO, DC, IA, IN, IL, MI, NV, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. Full T&Cs apply. 

The WynnBet Logo 

Bet $50 Get $200 in Free Bets 

21+. New customers only. NY, AZ, CO, CT, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. T&C apply 

The PointsBet Logo 

Get two Risk-Free Bets up to $2,000 

New players only, 21 or older. Available in CO, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, NY, PA, 
VA, WV only. Full T&C apply. 

The BetRivers Logo 

100% First Deposit Match up to $250 with promo code NYPBONUS 

New players only, 21+. NY, NJ, MI, AZ, VA only. In order to participate in 
this promotion, the player needs to make a first deposit (of at least $10). 
Full T&C apply. 

FanDuel Logo Square 

Claim a $1,000 Risk-Free Bet 

21+. New customers only. NY, AZ, CO, CT, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. T&C apply 

Hurricanes vs. Rangers Game 3 prediction and preview 

Raanta has stopped 48 of 49 shots through two games and has been the 
story so far, but it’s not like he had to stand on his head to boost the 
‘Canes to their 2-0 series lead. Raanta has made a few 10-bell saves, 
but there hasn’t been any relentless pressure from the Rangers, nor have 
there been all that many counter-attacks like we saw against the 
Penguins. 

That’s because the Rangers have opted for a deliberate and passive 
style of play against the Hurricanes. And, given the defensive flaws that 
were on full display in Round 1, it does make sense that the Blueshirts 
would deploy pragmatic tactics against the Hurricanes. 

Only the Florida Panthers averaged more shot attempts and high-danger 
scoring chances at 5-on-5 than Carolina did during the regular season 
and the Hurricanes’ all-action, swarming approach on offense looked like 
a tricky matchup for the Rangers. Thus, Gerard Gallant shifted his team’s 
focus to playing safe and doing everything in its power to keep the game 
tight.  

By limiting mistakes when they have the puck, the Rangers ease the 
burden on their defense. It’s not how the team is built to play, but there is 
some logic to adopting this more conservative approach when your usual 
offensive advantage is nullified. 
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Despite playing well defensively, the Rangers were unable to get a win in 
Carolina and now find themselves with their backs to the wall ahead of 
Game 3. And while New York’s defensive approach has limited 
Carolina’s offensive output considerably, the ‘Canes have proven they 
have no issue playing in these rock fights. In fact, Carolina looked more 
comfortable in Game 2 than the Rangers did, as all the defensive work 
New York did came at a steep price offensively.  

With the series shifting to Madison Square Garden and the Rangers 
needing a push to get back into this series, Game 3 should be set up as 
a more open contest. The Rangers will feel more comfortable in a game 
that features some end-to-end action, but a riskier approach means that 
the Blueshirts are likelier to do something they haven’t really done yet in 
this series: Make mistakes. 

A higher tempo is expected for Game 3 and it does feel as though that 
type of hockey plays into Carolina’s hands. In addition, it should put 
some value on the over, which is sitting at a great price (by current NHL 
standards) thanks to what we’ve seen so far in this series.  

Hurricanes vs. Rangers Game 3 prediction 

Hurricanes ML (-115) and Over 5.5 
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There is a case for Rangers to break up the Kid Line in Game 3 

 

Larry Brooks  

 

The words are the same, but the meaning of the question is entirely 
different. Because now when you ask, “Where should the Rangers play 
Alexis Lafreniere?” it is about which combination of forwards needs him 
the most as opposed to which combination could help him the most. That 
is not a subtle difference. 

I’d venture to say the Rangers measured up to the Hurricanes over 
123:12 in Raleigh, N.C., to a far greater degree than just about anyone 
would have imagined. The gap has not been nearly as wide as it was 
during the regular-season series. But that has gotten them a whole lot of 
nothing over the first two games of the second-round playoff series, 
including no victories and a scoreless streak of 116:05 that will carry into 
Game 3 on Sunda afternoon at the Garden. 

The Hurricanes surrendered the fewest goals in the league during the 
regular season. They have allowed 11 goals at five-on-five in nine playoff 
games. They have given the Blueshirts next to nothing at both full 
strength and on the power play. Antti Raanta may have had two or three 
challenging saves to make since early in the second period of Game 1. 

Gerard Gallant is not a coach who typically shakes things up just to 
shake things up. In any event, wholesale changes are not required. The 
’Canes got nothing for free in the first two in their building (except maybe 
the shorthanded goal in Game 2). Carolina, now 6-0 at home in the 
playoffs, went 0-3 in Boston during the first round. 

The Rangers will be able to get the Mika Zibanejad line away from 
Carolina’s Nino Niederreiter-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast checking unit that 
spent the first two games all but eliminating No. 93 and linemates Chris 
Kreider and Frank Vatrano as threats. 

Gallant will use the last change to match Zibanejad against either 
Sebastian Aho or Vincent Trocheck. That should liberate No. 93, whose 
unit barely possessed the puck in the offensive zone and put a total of 
eight shots on Raanta over the course of the opening two games, none 
of them particularly memorable. 

Vatrano’s game has leveled off over the last few weeks, just as 
Lafreniere’s has taken off in the wake of the “rest” he was given by 
Gallant for an April 13 match in Philadelphia. The winger has elevated his 
game dramatically. He is displaying all of the qualities for which he was 
lauded leading into the 2020 draft lottery. The playoffs have brought out 
the best in him. 

Lafreniere has been hunting the puck and creating chances, while 
playing with pace and a chip on his shoulder and a smirk on his face. 
There is no doubt about that. He gets involved in every scrum, even 
initiating his fair share of confrontations. He’s the guy who just happens 
to nudge the goaltender when the puck is frozen. He is the Ranger who 
wants to get in the last shot. 

Keep up with the most important sports news 

Sign up for Starting Lineup for the biggest stories. 

When healthy, the Blueshirts have gone with a default top six of Kreider-
Zibanejad-Vatrano and Artemi Panarin-Ryan Strome-Andrew Copp since 
Game 65 of the regular season. The offense has been supplemented in 
the playoffs by the Kid Line, with Lafreniere and Kaapo Kakko flanking 
Filip Chytil. That has been the club’s most dynamic line for much of the 
tournament. 

But Gallant broke up his lines late in the second period of the 2-0 defeat 
in Game 2 on Friday, flipping Lafreniere and Copp. The coach moved 
Kakko up to Zibanejad’s right late in the third. ’Twas the end of the Kid 
Line. 

Lafreniere played just one game during the season with Panarin and 
Strome, but he did play 25 during the season with Kreider and Zibanejad, 
including 20 straight beginning in late January. If unleashing Zibanejad 
from Staal isn’t enough on its own to generate time in the offensive zone, 
then perhaps that is where Lafreniere is most needed. 

And as Strome and Panarin have also struggled with possession time, 
perhaps it is time to elevate Kakko to their right side, where he can work 
down low with the puck off the walls and behind the net. As Vatrano’s 
game has leveled off, Copp’s game has been minimized over the last 
stretch. Maybe things have grown somewhat stale. Panarin obviously 
needs help. 

Here’s the conundrum, though: If Gallant moves Lafreniere and Kakko off 
the third line, doesn’t that pretty much eliminate a three scoring-line 
approach? It also would leave Chytil, the lone Rangers goal-scorer in this 
series, naked on a line that might include, say, Vatrano and Copp, or 
Copp and Tyler Motte. 

This is going to be a very difficult proposition, regardless of how Gallant 
chooses to deploy his personnel, but the Rangers are going to need 
production from their top six in order to have even a prayer. There is no 
way around that. If elevating Lafreniere and Kakko would solve that 
issue, there is your answer, even at the expense of Chytil and the Kid 
Line. 
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Igor Shesterkin stellar as Rangers beat Hurricanes, trail series 2-1 

Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin makes a save against the 
Hurricanes during the second period of Game 3 of an NHL Stanley Cup 
second-round playoff series Sunday at Madison Square Garden. Credit: 
AP/Adam Hunger 

 

By Colin Stephenson 
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After two tight defensive efforts — and two losses — in the first two 
games of their second-round playoff series against the Carolina 
Hurricanes, the Rangers knew they had to change things up Sunday in 
Game 3. And whether it was by design or not, things loosened up a bit as 
the series shifted to Madison Square Garden. 

That allowed the Rangers to create a few more scoring chances. And 
even though it meant also allowing a few more scoring chances for their 
opponent, that was OK, because goaltender Igor Shesterkin was at the 
top of his game, there to save the Rangers when they needed him to do 
so. 

Shesterkin, the likely Vezina Trophy winner as the NHL’s best goalie in 
the regular season, turned in a vintage 43-save performance and the 
Rangers finally got some goals, enough to beat the Hurricanes, 3-1, and 
cut their deficit in the best-of-seven series to 2-1. 

“We killed some penalties, scored a power-play goal. That’s how you win 
hockey games, and tight games,’’ coach Gerard Gallant said. “It was a 
tight battle again tonight. Obviously, Igor was outstanding for us, and that 
was the key.’’ 

Mika Zibanejad’s first-period power-play goal — the Rangers’ first man-
advantage goal of the series — and Chris Kreider’s second-period goal, 
his sixth of the playoffs, provided all the offense the Rangers needed. 

Tyler Motte’s first goal as a Ranger, into an empty net with 1:23 
remaining, sealed the result. He backhanded a soft shot from just behind 
his own blue line moments after Kreider missed the empty net from 
inside the offensive zone. 

Gallant shook things up from the beginning, breaking up his “Kid Line’’ of 
Alexis Lafreniere, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko and placing each 
youngster with a different top-three line. 

Chytil, who has played mostly center all season, was assigned to the 
right wing of the first line, with Kreider and Zibanejad, and that line 
generated a lot of chances throughout the game. 

“It’s a coach’s decision,’’ Chytil said of him playing the wing. “I didn’t mind 
it. Kreids and Mika are top players on our team, and that was just good 
just to play with them. 

“I had a lot of great chances. As a line, we had a lot of good chances. We 
scored a goal, we had a penalty against, and then we scored a goal in 
power play. So I think the first two periods were great. We were playing 
in the right way, and that was a good experience for me.’’ 

Lafreniere played right wing on the second line, with Artemi Panarin and 
Ryan Strome. Kakko stayed on the third line with two new linemates, 
Frank Vatrano on the left and Andrew Copp in the middle. 

The lines stayed together for most of the first two periods. However, with 
the Rangers holding a 2-1 lead late in the second period — Nino 
Niederreiter’s goal at 8:18 of the second period had halved what was a 2-
0 Rangers lead — Gallant reunited the Kid Line and went back to the 
lines he’d used in the first two games of the series and for most of the 
playoffs. 

“I just wanted to get Copper in the middle, you know, a stronger faceoff 
guy in the dot,’’ Gallant said. “And you know, he did pretty well [winning 
10 of 16], but we still had a lot of trouble at the faceoff dot [the Rangers 
won only 27 of 63] tonight. But that was the thinking early on.’’ 

Zibanejad got the party started, first drawing a penalty when he was held 
by former teammate Brady Skjei, then blasting home a one-timer from 
the left circle off a pass from Panarin at 11:54 of the first period to make it 
1-0. 

Kreider made it 2-0 when he walked out from behind the net and lifted a 
wrist shot over the right shoulder of Carolina goalie Antti Raanta at 5:55 
of the second period. Former Ranger Tony DeAngelo, the target of boos 
by the Garden crowd all night, had lost his stick on the play, and Kreider 
took advantage. 

Niederreiter’s goal made it 2-1, but Shesterkin shut the door after that. 

“I think we sat back a little bit too much when we got the lead,’’ Kreider 
said. “But all three games have been really, really close games, could 
have gone either way. And you know, that’s playoff hockey, so you’ve 
just got to continue to work for your bounces.’’ 
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Gerard Gallant not happy with postgame fight between Ryan Lindgren, 
Max Domi 

Linesman Jonny Murray tries to stop  Rangers defenseman Ryan 
Lindgren and Hurricanes center Max Domi from fighting after Game 3 of 
an NHL Stanley Cup second-round playoff series on Sunday at Madison 
Square Garden. Credit: AP/Adam Hunger 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

When the final horn had sounded and the win was in the books for the 
Rangers Sunday, the action wasn’t over, as Carolina forward Max Domi 
– son of former Rangers enforcer Tie Domi – got into a fight with 
Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant was not at all happy with that turn of 
events, and let the Hurricanes know it, barking at their players as the 
teams left the ice. 

“No, I wasn't happy with the [expletive] at the end of the game that they 
initiated,’’ Gallant said. “We didn't do that when the games were close. 
They put the guys on, that's fine. if they want to play like that, We’ve got 
the guys that can match that.’’ 

It was suggested to Gallant that there are often fights and rough play at 
the end of games in the playoffs, intended to send messages about how 
the rest of the series will go. He wasn’t buying it. 

“I don't like it at the end of a game,’’ he said. “The game's over you 
know? We’ve still got four games to go with those guys. I mean they're 
not sending any message. We got the guy [enforcer Ryan Reaves] that 
can handle all their guys if we want to. And we didn't do it like that. But 
Domi took a cheap shot at our defenseman and you’ve got a long 
memory in this. You think about things and, like I said, it might be on the 
other foot someday.’’ 

Blue notes 

Chris Kreider’s goal, at 5:55 of the second period, was his 30th career 
playoff goal, which lifted him out of a tie with Mark Messier and into 
second place by himself among Rangers players. Only Rod Gilbert (34) 
had more . . . Carolina, which defeated Boston in seven games in the first 
round, still has not won a game on the road in the playoffs. Each team in 
the Hurricanes-Bruins won all their home games, and Carolina won the 
first two games against the Rangers in Raleigh. 
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Rangers' Igor Shesterkin shut the door after his slip-up 

Igor Shesterkin of the Rangers makes a save in the second period 
against the Carolina Hurricanes during Game 3 of the second round of 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs at Madison Square Garden on Sunday. Credit: 
Jim McIsaac 
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By Neil Best 

 

The Rangers had a two-goal lead, Madison Square Garden was happily 
abuzz, Igor Shesterkin was doing his customary Vezina Trophy-level 
work in goal and the game was nearly halfway over. 

Then here came Nino Niederreiter, a member of the visiting Carolina 
Hurricanes, skating toward Shesterkin and lifting a gentle, seemingly 
harmless backhand shot in his direction. 

Somehow, it went in, slipping between Shesterkin’s body and left arm 
and into the net. Shock. Silence. Stunned disbelief. 

Stuff like this happens, even to the best of them. But for a young 
goaltender and a team needing another big performance out of him to 
keep its realistic playoff hopes alive, it was a potentially devasting turn of 
events. 

Then it wasn’t. 

Shesterkin shook off the blunder, helped by the fact Rangers fans 
immediately started chanting his name in support, and he did not falter 
again. 

He made 43 saves to lead the Rangers to a 3-1 victory on Sunday in 
Game 3 of the teams’ second-round series, which Carolina now leads, 2-
1. 

“You get little disappointed for a second, you say a few mean words and 
you forget about it,” Shesterkin said through an interpreter in explaining 
his approach to the setback. 

Asked what happened on the play, he said, “I mean, what can I say? I 
saw that I gave up a goal. I let down the team and I had to fix the mistake 
that I made.” 

If anyone employed by the Rangers doubted that, they were not saying 
so after the game, when they mostly did what they have done all season 
– give credit where it is due. 

“Obviously, Igor was outstanding for us, and that was the key,” coach 
Gerard Gallant said. 

Said Chris Kreider, “I think it's something that we've talked a lot about, 
how much confidence he instills in us, especially when he's making hard 
saves look easy.” 

To hear Shesterkin tell it, while the Hurricanes shot in volume, they had 
relatively few “dangerous” chances. 

Hmm. It often did not seem that way, as the Hurricanes got off 7-0, 9-1 
and 12-2 leads in shots on goal and generated plenty of pressure as the 
Rangers offense searched for its missing production. 

It came, finally, when Mika Zibanejad and Kreider scored to give the 
home team a 2-0 lead early in the second period. 

Shesterkin is 7-1 this season when facing 40 or more shots in a game. 
His 339 saves through 10 games in a playoff year are the most for a 
Rangers goalie since 1955-56, when the league first started officially 
counting shots. 

Game 3 was a more wide-open contest than the two that Carolina won in 
Raleigh, which can play to the Rangers’ strengths – one of which is that 
Shesterkin is there to clean up their messes when necessary. 

“He’s (been) doing that the whole season,” Filip Chytil said. “We know 
what he's capable of. He’s one of the best goalies in the game . . . We 
just trust him. He’s doing what he can do. 

“Yeah, he's unbelievable, but we still have to help him, and I think we did 
today.” 

They did, thanks to some clever line-shuffling – and then un-shuffling – 
by Gallant and some of the energy and production they need from stars 

such as Zibanejad, Kreider and Artemi Panarin, the creative trio behind 
the first two goals. 

Truth is, each of the three games in this series could have gone either 
way. Shesterkin has allowed one goal in regulation time in each. That’s a 
pretty good pace if his teammates can give him the help he needs 
moving forward. 

They did on Sunday – as did the Garden fans who went from chanting 
his name in encouragement after that soft goal to chanting his name in 
tribute as the clock wound down. 

Later Shesterkin said he understands the “gravity of the situation” as the 
team seeks to end another long championship drought and said the city 
deserves another Cup. 

“I’d honestly like to thank the fans for the energy they provided,” 
Shesterkin said. “They supported me even though I kind of let them down 
in that one spot. 

“But the energy at MSG is always great. They're always charged up, and 
I can't thank them more for that.” 

The best way to thank them would be to do it again in Game 4 on 
Tuesday night. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers get rolling, Oilers pull ahead, 
Lightning extend lead 

 

Shayna Goldman, Mark Lazerus, Harman Dayal, Sean Gentille 

 

Game 3: Lightning 5, Panthers 1 | Tampa Bay leads 3-0 

Who was the guy: Nikita Kucherov has been a difference-maker this 
series. His goal and three assists in Game 3 bring him up to seven points 
in Round 2, 15 points in 10 playoff tilts. As much as the expectation can 
be for him to be more of a goal scorer, it’s some stellar passing that’s 
making him so dangerous throughout the playoffs — look at his setup to 
Corey Perry in Game 1, on Ross Colton’s game winner in Game 2, or on 
Steven Stamkos’ score in Game 3. The Lightning winger is more of a 
dual-threat than he gets credit for, and he’s rising to the occasion once 
again this postseason.  

What was the key: There’s a level of urgency and desperation from the 
Lightning (see we nerds can talk about feelings and emotions, too!), and 
a lot of it is coming from their defenders.  

There was Ryan McDonagh getting his stick in the way of Jonathan 
Huberdeau’s power-play chance. And Jan Rutta clearing the puck out of 
the blue paint before it could cross the goal line late in the third. Plus 
timely blocks from Victor Hedman and Mikhail Sergachev. Don’t forget, 
the game winner was scored by a more defensive defenseman in Erik 
Cernak.  

Shot blocking isn’t always a perfect measure of defense. Sometimes, it’s 
just reactionary after a defender can’t stop a shot from happening in the 
first place. Still, it’s noteworthy that the team trying to avoid going on the 
brink of elimination only had four blocks between all six defenders while 
Hedman matched that individually. Those efforts — between blocks and 
defensive plays to force Florida to miss the net — are why these teams 
were almost even in shots on goal (36-35), despite the Panthers 
generating 12 more attempts than their opponents.  

Key stat: Andrei Vasilevskiy saved 2.0 goals above expected in all 
situations via Natural Stat Trick. That’s equal to the goal differential 
before the Lightning scored two empty-netters to seal their victory.  
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The moment it was over: The Panthers got over one hurdle by 
connecting on the power play after going 0-for-25 to open the playoffs. 
On their advantage in the second period, Florida generated some 
legitimately dangerous chances but couldn’t tie the score. That seemed 
like their best chance to really change the tides of this game. But less 
than two minutes later, a vintage Stamkos goal, set up by Kucherov, 
made this a 3-1 game in favor of the home team.  

In the regular season, coming back from a two-goal deficit wasn’t a 
challenge for Florida — they managed through a lot worse. But this team 
hasn’t had that same offensive pop in the postseason. So that score just 
made the hill they already had to climb even steeper — with Vasilevskiy’s 
difference-making play at the top of it.  

The moment of the game: So let’s talk about one of those dangerous 
chances on that second period power play. Aaron Ekblad sent 
Huberdeau a cross-slot pass, and Vasilevskiy didn’t move laterally quick 
enough. Huberdeau had the time and space to score on a fairly empty 
net, but McDonagh just got in the shooting lane and got his stick on it. 

That was a defining moment of the game. It was the Panthers’ best 
chance to tie, and instead, less than two minutes later, Tampa Bay pulled 
ahead 3-1.  

Panthers Worry Meter:      … It feels like a matter of ‘when’ 
not ‘if’ their season is going to end this series. Good luck trying to battle 
back from being down 3-0 against the reigning champs! 

Lightning Worry Meter:  … Banged up and without Brayden Point, the 
Lightning are make a damn statement this round. 

— Shayna Goldman 

Game 3: Rangers 3, Hurricanes 1 | Carolina leads 2-1 

Who was the guy: Can we just start skipping this part after Rangers 
games? Do we really need to say it every time? It’s Igor Shesterkin. It’s 
always Igor Shesterkin. It’s always going to be Igor Shesterkin. He’s the 
primary reason the Rangers had 110 points this season. He’s the primary 
reason they beat the Penguins. He’s the primary reason they’re not down 
3-0 in this series by a combined score of 14-3. Shesterkin stopped 43 of 
44 shots, saving 3.51 goals above expected. The soft goal he gave up to 
Nino Niederreiter — a harmless-looking backhand that trickled through 
between his left arm and torso — was a shocker, a moment of humanity 
from a seemingly inhuman puck-stopping machine. But credit to Rangers 
fans, who almost immediately started chanting “Igor! Igor!” in a neat show 
of support right after the goal.“They supported me even though I kind of 
let them down in that one spot,” Shesterkin said via an interpreter after 
the game. 

What was the key: You mean besides Shesterkin? Well, after two hyper-
defensive efforts in Raleigh, the Rangers opened things up a bit in this 
one in an effort to get the offense rolling. You can do that sort of thing 
when you have Shesterkin backing you up. So while it allowed the 
Hurricanes to squeeze off 44 shots on goal, New York had 33 of its own, 
including a power-play one-timer from Mika Zibanejad off a no-look pass 
from Artemi Panarin, and a sick snipe from Chris Kreider that stood as 
the game winner. You can only sit back and pray for a 1-0 win so long. 
Eventually, you have to try to score. The Rangers did that on Sunday. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in these playoffs. They are 0-4 
on the road. 

The moment it was over: Can you imagine if, after Kreider missed an 
uncontested empty-netter from 34 feet with 2:18 to go, the Hurricanes 
had managed to tie it late, like they did in Game 1? The poor guy would 
never sleep again. Fortunately for Kreider, Tyler Motte banked in a 146-
foot backhander about a minute later, securing the win. 

The moment of the game: Well, more like moment after the game. At the 
horn, Carolina’s Max Domi cross-checked the Rangers’ Ryan Lindgren 
and the standard end-of-postgame melee ensued. Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant appeared to be yelling at Carolina’s Tony DeAngelo to 
“grow the fuck up” from the bench.“I wasn’t happy with the bullshit at the 

end of the game that they initiated. We didn’t do that when the games 
were close. They put their guys on (the ice), that’s fine. They wanted to 
play like that. We’ve got the guys that can match that.” Message-sending 
after playoff losses is as old as the game itself, but does it accomplish 
anything? “The game’s over,” Gallant said. “We’ve still got four games to 
go with those guys. They’re not sending any message. We’ve got the guy 
that can handle all their guys if we want to.” So, uh, Ryan Reaves, you 
might want to get ready. Just in case.  

Hurricanes worry meter:   … They’ve been the better team in every 
game, which has to be comforting. But each game’s been agonizingly 
close, which has to be at least a little disconcerting. Goalies can steal 
series. Happens every year. 

Rangers worry meter:    … When you have to work this hard just 
to steal a game, knowing you have to win four out of five is daunting, to 
say the least. 

— Mark Lazerus  

Game 3: Oilers 4, Flames 1 | Edmonton leads 2-1 

Who was the guy: I’m going to cheat here and point to Edmonton’s top 
line as a whole. 

Every single member of that line was exceptional, the trio playing in 
perfect synchrony. Evander Kane’s natural hat trick in the second period 
will grab the headlines and pushes him to the NHL lead with 10 
postseason goals. He was in all alone on Jacob Markstrom for all three 
goals, showing good patience in waiting until Markstrom went down 
before making his moves. 

Kane’s finishing was clinical as part of a night where he had a game-high 
six shots and 10 hits. The reason he had those glorious chances boils 
down to Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl though, who put on a 
playmaking clinic with the effortless way they carved Calgary’s defense 
on the rush. Draisaitl had four assists and McDavid three. 

McDavid’s presence alone had a gravity-like impact which opened space 
for Kane’s 2-0 goal, for example. Usually when a player is driving through 
the centre lane like Kane was, a defender will follow. But Oliver Kylington 
was double-minded because he knew if he followed Kane that McDavid 
would be wide open, so Kylington ended up in no man’s land with his 
coverage. 

HE'S SCORED TWO MORE TIMES SINCE THIS BUT HERE'S KANE'S 
FIRST LOL. #LetsGoOilers pic.twitter.com/XzGvYIQRIu 

— Edmonton Oilers (@EdmontonOilers) May 23, 2022 

What was the key: Edmonton’s stars outplayed Calgary’s stars. No 
individual player can match McDavid but some wondered whether 
Calgary’s top line, which was the best in the NHL in the regular season, 
could neutralize McDavid as a collective heading into this series. Darryl 
Sutter sent out his top line to directly match up against McDavid’s trio on 
a lot of shifts and they were thoroughly outclassed all night. This is where 
it also feels worthwhile to mention Chris Tanev’s absence so far this 
series — he’s one of the league’s best shutdown defenders and the rest 
of Calgary’s top-four looked awful trying to slow McDavid down. 

Key stat: McDavid has 23 points in the playoffs and we’re only halfway 
through Round 2 — that would have led the entire postseason in scoring 
in 2011, 2012, 2015 and 2019. 

McDavid's 23 points in 10 games so far would have led the playoffs in 
scoring in 2011, 2012, 2015, 2019. 

— JFresh (@JFreshHockey) May 23, 2022 

The moment it was over: The Flames were flat offensively the entire 
game but they had a second-period power play to try and turn the 
momentum after Edmonton poured on three goals in the middle frame. 
Calgary not only failed to score on the man advantage but moments 
later, Kane scored his third of the night to make it 4-0. 
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The moment of the game: How cool is this play by No.97? We’re 
watching the best player in the world play the best hockey of his career 
and it’s such a treat. 

Connor McDavid is something else. pic.twitter.com/IoH7ufsbL9 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 23, 2022 

Oilers Worry Meter:    … It’s easy to feel unstoppable when you 
have McDavid and Draisaitl playing like this. 

Flames Worry Meter:      … Calgary came back from a 2-1 
series deficit to Dallas so this challenge shouldn’t faze them, but 
McDavid looks immortal and there’s not much you can do to slow him 
right now. 

— Harman Dayal 

Three stars 

On tap for Monday 

• Panthers at Lightning, 7 p.m. ET (Lightning lead 3-0) 

• Avalanche at Blues, 9:30 p.m. ET (Avalanche lead 2-1) 
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Rangers take Game 3 as Igor Shesterkin, power play, defense pull 
through 

 

Arthur Staple  

 

This one began with some jumbled Rangers lines to provide a spark and 
ended with Gerard Gallant shouting at Tony DeAngelo over the final 
horn. 

Let’s just say we ran the whole spectrum in Game 3. The Rangers’ power 
play came through, at least one of the new lines came through, Igor 
Shesterkin came through under a heavy wave of Hurricanes shots and, 
in the third period, the Rangers’ team defense came through. And now 
it’s a series. 

“We shored up some of the details that weren’t there the first two 
games,” Chris Kreider said. 

Too many strands to weave together into a coherent thought, so we’ll go 
with five thoughts on this one. 

Igor 

There was some throwback Shesterkin magic on Sunday afternoon, 
when he hit the 40-save mark with 15:34 left to play and seemed headed 
for another Rangers playoff record. Somehow, he ended with 43 saves, 
three shy of the franchise record for saves in a regulation playoff game 
(Glen Hanlon stopped all 45 shots he faced in beating the Islanders on 
April 5, 1984). 

This was one of Shesterkin’s best outings of the playoffs, even with him 
allowing a very rare softie to Nino Niederreiter to make it 2-1 in the 
second. “You get a little disappointed for a second, you say a few mean 
words and you forget about it,” Shesterkin said through a translator. “I 
saw that I let the team down and I had to fix the mistake I made.” 

I think they’ll let him slide. Shesterkin is now 11-1 in his NHL career when 
making at least 40 saves, the only loss his triple-OT defeat in Game 1 
against the Penguins. He seemed to welcome the extra work, even when 
it was a bit hairy at times in the opening 42 minutes. 

“Honestly, it’s a good thing they made so many shots,” he said. “But none 
of those shots were very dangerous.” 

Might have to disagree there. Shesterkin was especially sharp on the first 
two Hurricanes power plays, one in the opening minutes of the game 
when he denied Jesperi Kotkaniemi on a rebound from the slot and the 
Carolina power play that carried over into the third period, when 
Shesterkin got an arm on Teuvo Teravainen’s wrister from 30 feet out. 

Shesterkin has been superb in all three games of this series. He’s given 
up four goals — he was giving up that many in a period in Pittsburgh the 
week before last. In these games where there’s zero margin between 
them and the Canes, Shesterkin has given the Rangers a chance each 
game. More than that, really. 

War of words 

Max Domi’s cross-check on Ryan Lindgren at the horn set off a wrestling 
match between those two. Not a surprise, really, given Domi’s rep — his 
dad, former Ranger Tie, was in the crowd on Sunday — but the sideshow 
to that was Gallant yapping at DeAngelo, who was also not surprisingly 
yapping at any Rangers player who skated near him. 

Gerard Gallant does not have the time or patience for Tony DeAngelo, it 
seems. Appears to tell him to 'shut the fuck up' 
pic.twitter.com/jV6ET31xH9 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 22, 2022 

Gallant appeared to yell “Grow the fuck up!” at DeAngelo and follow that 
with “Bunch of fucking yappers.” The Rangers coach didn’t shy away 
from discussing the whole incident afterward. 

“I wasn’t happy with the bullshit at the end of the game that they 
initiated,” he said. “We didn’t do that when the games were close. They 
put their guys on, that’s fine. If they want to do that, we’ve got the guys 
that can match up … I don’t like it at the end of the game. The game’s 
over. We’ve still got four games to go with those guys. They’re not 
sending any message. We’ve got the guys that can handle those guys if 
we want to and we didn’t do it like that. Domi took a cheap shot at our 
defenseman. You got a lot of memory in this, you think about things. 
Might be on the other foot someday.” 

“The guy” is likely Ryan Reaves, who has been having a very quiet 
postseason so far — no post-whistle stuff from him in either series yet. 
That could change in Game 4. A source said Gallant was in DeAngelo’s 
ear earlier in the game, too. We’ll see where that goes on Tuesday. 

DeAngelo would only say that Gallant was “pumped about his win, I’m 
sure.” 

Special teams 

The Rangers’ power play was as bad as it could have been in Game 2, 
getting out-attempted 5-0 and outscored 1-0 on the crucial four-minute 
power play in the second period that essentially decided the game. The 
Rangers converted their first chance on Sunday, though, with the sort of 
player and puck movement we’re used to seeing. 

Artemi Panarin’s quick, look-off seam pass for Mika Zibanejad was the 
key, as Zibanejad snapped one by Antti Raanta on the short side. 
Carolina’s penalty killers never let the Rangers get set up in Game 2, 
attacking on the zone entry and along the walls with abandon. The 
Rangers were much more aware of that and backed off the Hurricanes a 
bit on the opening PP. 

So, there was some progress there. And the PK, buoyed by Shesterkin, 
was sharp again, now 7-for-7 this series. 

New lines (for a while) 

Gallant moved Filip Chytil to the Kreider-Zibanejad line, Alexis Lafreniere 
to the Panarin-Ryan Strome line and made a third line out of the rest, 
with Frank Vatrano, Andrew Copp and Kaapo Kakko. 
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The Zibanejad line was a force, drawing the penalty that led to the PPG 
and producing the second goal from Kreider in the second, after 
Zibanejad sent DeAngelo’s stick flying in a legal manner that helped 
Kreider find space circling the net. The Strome line was so-so. The Copp 
line looked like spare parts, though Copp did go 10-for-16 in the faceoff 
circle. 

“We’re trying to find offense,” Gallant said. They found enough and then 
the coach went back to his usual lines to defend the one-goal lead in the 
third. 

They did defend well, blocking 10 of 19 attempts in the final 18 minutes. 
The reunited Kid Line had a couple of nice shifts on the forecheck, but 
the other two lines stalled out a bit. 

We’ll see which way Gallant turns to start Game 4. 

Motte! 

Tyler Motte has had quite a few scoring chances in his time with the 
Rangers, many of them generated by his speed and tenacity on the puck. 
And nothing’s gone in. 

How he didn’t score in the third period on Sunday after Raanta denied 
Reaves, Motte grabbed the high rebound and batted it toward a yawning 
net is still a puzzle. Raanta got just enough of it with his stick to turn it off 
course. 

But Motte cemented the Game 3 win with a 150-foot empty-netter for his 
first goal with the Rangers. His 52-goal-scoring teammate, Kreider, was 
thrilled — he missed the empty net from about 25 feet half a minute 
earlier. 

Kreider said he missed the final-horn dust-up. “I think I was still hugging 
Motter and saying a prayer, so I missed it,” he said. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Just like Gretzky decades ago, Oilers' McDavid causing 
nightmares for Flames 

 

EDMONTON -- This Connor McDavid fella is becoming a bit of a problem 
for the Calgary Flames. 

Talk all you want about Evander Kane’s hat trick, Leon Draisaitl’s four 
assists, the need for better goaltending, or the Flames' desire to play 
more 5-on-5 against the Edmonton Oilers. 

But if the Flames don’t find a better way to contain the world’s best 
player, this series will be over much sooner than anyone thought 
possible. 

He hasn’t just taken over this series. 

He is this series. 

Three assists in Sunday’s 4-1 win gave No. 97 nine points in the opening 
three games of a Western Conference semifinal his Oilers now lead 2-1, 
picking up momentum with every shift he takes. 

Maybe there is something to this MVP chant Edmonton fans opened the 
night with, for eastern viewers to hear. 

For the first, and probably only, time this series, the 6 p.m. MT start time 
was reasonable enough for Toronto residents to see that while Auston 
Matthews was the NHL’s best goal scorer this season, the world’s best 
player is still McDavid. 

And he’s getting even better, more dominant. 

This is no secret to the handful of veteran media types who’ve covered 
McDavid and several other Oilers greats. 

But even they speak of how he’s taken his act to a new level of late, 
spearheading a playoff performance that saw him become the first player 
in NHL history to get multiple points in nine of the first 10 games. 

It’s not just the points that are doing all the damage, it’s the way he keeps 
the Flames off balance at all times, spinning off checks, pivoting on a 
dime, breaking out of his own zone and generally having his way with 
what was the third-stingiest defensive team this season. 

Darryl Sutter changed two of his defensive pairings to try containing 
McDavid on Sunday, putting Oliver Kylington with Erik Gudbranson, and 
Michael Stone with Nikita Zadorov. 

It didn’t work, as McDavid took turns slicing and dicing around all of them 
with a series of moves at a speed and difficulty that had a raucous 
Rogers Place crowd ohhhhing and ahhhhing a handful of times. 

Seven years in and the 25-year-old captain still amazes them nightly. 

“We let one guy dominate the game,” was Rasmus Andersson’s blunt 
assessment of a game McDavid broke open early in the second period of 
a scoreless tie with three slick assists. 

"We've let one guy beat us a few nights now,” added Matthew Tkachuk. 

“Back to the drawing board and figure out a way to stop him next game." 

Good luck with that. 

In seven games against the Flames this season, McDavid now has 16 
points, continuing a feast he’s enjoyed throughout his career against 
Calgary. 

His 23 points in 10 playoff games is the fourth-best start in playoff history, 
behind just Wayne Gretzky (29 and 25) and Mario Lemieux (25). 

"They've got one player that plays half the game and is playing some 
great hockey right now,” said Tkachuk. 

“We've got to find a way to stop that. When we get in their zone we've got 
to hold pucks, nothing blind, and get shots to the goalie. That's where 
they can have some trouble, with rebounds and lose coverage with that. 
Just have to have consistent O-zone shifts and not throw anything blind 
where they can feed their transition." 

The transition is what led to McDavid initiating the tic-tac-toe play that 
saw Zach Hyman open the scoring in the second period with his sixth of 
the playoffs. 

After keeping the Flames in the first period with 21 saves, Jacob 
Markstrom, who is losing the goaltending battle against Mike Smith, was 
replaced for the third period by Dan Vladar. 

But not before Milan Lucic caused quite a stir by running into Smith at the 
end boards, drawing a game misconduct and some five-on-five wrestling. 

“They called it charging, correct? Could you imagine if Looch did charge, 
what would have happened there?” said Sutter, shrugging it off. 

“He actually tried to slow it down a little bit, I think. It is what it is. It was 
the score and who it was. That’s what they called.” 

Irrelevant. 

Slowing down McDavid is all that matters now. 

The Flames’ season depends on it. 

A portion of those who were dancing in the aisles at a rockin’ Rogers 
Place have seen this sort of dominance before, but the number on that 
lad’s back was 99 -- another noted Flames killer. 

It took years for the Flames to come up with an answer for him. 

The Flames don’t have that much time. 
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They’ll need to rebound in time for Tuesday’s rematch or McDavid could 
return to Calgary with three cracks at single-handedly jettisoning his 
southern rivals. 

The Flames took solace after the game that they have faced an early 
series deficit like this before, against Dallas in the first round 

The difference being, the Stars didn’t have McDavid, Draisaitl or Kane, 
who has 10 goals in 10 playoff games. 

“(Connor McDavid) has been on fire in the playoffs and has taken his 
game to the next level,” said Kane, whose line had 10 points in the 
second period. 

“He’s not just doing it on the scoresheet. That’s what is allowing him to 
really showcase his skill. He is physical, he is involved. he is winning 
puck battles along the wall, both in the defensive and offensive zones. 
He is a dominant force out there.” 

How the Flames can possibly stop him is anyone’s guess. 

“We just have to stop him with all five guys that are on the ice, six 
including Marky,” said Andersson of you-know-who. 

“We have to stop him as a unit. One individual can’t stop him. We just 
have to stop him together. 

“We just have to play. I don’t know if we’re worried too much about it, 
maybe. We have to do a better job on him. The first three games here, 
we’ve been letting him dominate and that’s why they’re up 2-1.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Surprise, surprise: At age 40, Oilers' Smith outplaying 
Markstrom 

 

EDMONTON — Mike Smith was old, and according to some, looked 
tired. According to me, actually. 

It was Game 2, and after getting the hook in the 9-6 opener, Smith had 
left a rebound sitting in his crease for Brett Ritchie to deposit. That made 
it 2-0 just six minutes into Game 2, and as that old Calgary wrestling 
promoter Stu Hart would have said, at that point the Flames were 
“directin’ traffic.” 

Smith was looking every bit like the 40-year-old geezer who wasn’t 
supposed to be able to measure up to Calgary’s Jacob Markstrom. The 
guy who everyone in the hockey world doubted could do it every second 
night in May. 

But from about the seven-minute mark of Game 2, right through a near 
perfect night in Sunday’s 4-1 win, Smith has done something that not a 
single pundit thought he would — or could — ever do. 

He’s been the best goaltender in this Battle of Alberta, and it hasn’t been 
close. 

And the numbers? 

How about a series saves percentage of .916 for Smith, and a goals 
against average of 3.45, compared to .853 and 5.74 for Markstrom? 

Smith keeps it rolling for Oilers with solid performance in Game 3 

Who looks tired now? 

“I’m just trying to make saves for our group in there, to be honest. I’m 
trying to stay as poised as possible and make saves when the team 
needs me to,” said Smith, his curly mane held hostage by a flat-brimmed 
Oilers ball cap. “The fans have been unbelievable all playoffs. Tonight 
was no different, maybe a little louder with the Battle of Alberta. It is just 

an unbelievable feeling to play in front of this fan base and I am excited 
to get a win.” 

On a night when Leon Draisaitl set a National Hockey League record with 
four assists in a single period of a playoff game; when Connor McDavid 
set an NHL record with his ninth multi-point game in the first 10 games of 
a playoff run; when Evander Kane scored the seventh-fastest hat trick in 
Stanley Cup playoff history (six minutes flat), the most promising element 
of the Oilers’ game was how little they gave up. 

Their team defence was impeccable, and behind it all Smith looked like 
he has plenty of game left here beyond the May long weekend. 

Yes, he looks anything but tired now. 

“He only played 28 regular-season games,” reasoned head coach Jay 
Woodcroft. “You add 10 in the playoffs and that's 38. He’s in mid-season 
form right now. It's not like he played 63 games and add another 10 on 
top of that and all the wear and tear of that.” 

Edmonton gave up little in the first period, nothing in the second, and 
then cruised through the third as the score effects took over, helping the 
Flames get to 33 shots on goal. But while the game was in the balance, 
this was a defensive gem that nobody who watched the first two games 
of this series would have predicted. 

Woodcroft impressed by defensive performance from top line in Game 3 
win over Flames 

And as we suspected, this Oilers team has something going for it today 
that it did not have in early ousters of the past two seasons. It’s a wicked, 
two-headed weapon, and one we wrote about two years ago: 

When McDavid and Draisaitl command a hockey game from the 
defensive zone as well as they do from the O-zone, this Oilers team 
becomes a very difficult team to defeat. When they’re as hard to score on 
as they are to defend, now you’ve got a recipe that can last — one the 
Flames are going to have to find an antidote for. 

“Obviously they made some plays on those goals that were spectacular,” 
Woodcroft said of his two superstars, who now lead all playoff scorers 
with 23 and 19 points, respectively. “But I would talk about their checking. 
The way they defended. 

“That line (with Kane) — Connor and Leon both finished plus-4 . When 
our best players are leading the way defensively, setting the tone for 
what's expected for the full 200 feet, that makes us a better team.” 

“He has taken his game to the next level,” Kane said of his captain. “He’s 
not just doing it on the scoresheet — that’s what is allowing him to really 
showcase his skill. He is physical, he is involved. he is winning puck 
battles along the wall, both in the defensive and offensive zones. He is a 
dominant force out there.” 

NHL Game 3 Highlights: Oilers 4, Flames 1 

What McDavid is doing, averaging 2.3 points per game after averaging 
1.5 per game in the regular season, is beyond incredible. How Draisaitl is 
producing on one leg, giving his team 21 minutes per game and 
outscoring every player in the NHL not named McDavid, is epic. 

And then there’s Kane, who was simply looking for the right place to put 
in a half a season to pump up his value for free agency. He has delivered 
in spades, with a playoff-leading 10 goals, three of which extinguished 
Calgary in Game 3. 

“I knew I was going to be back in the NHL,” said Kane, thinking back to 
his early-season trouble with the San Jose Sharks. “I was very confident 
in that. It was just a matter of when and when I got that opportunity, 
taking full advantage of it.” 

Right now, it’s advantage Edmonton. 

They’re winning the goaltending battle, their best players are better than 
Calgary’s best players, and in Game 3 they snuffed out the Flames for all 
the minutes that mattered. 
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“When your best players are playing the best hockey of their careers in 
the playoffs,” Smith said, “your team has a really good chance to win.” 

Ain’t that the truth? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Thrilling Battle of Alberta exceeding lofty expectations 

 

EDMONTON — Look, I’m not gonna lie to you. 

I’ve propped this Battle of Alberta up as much as anyone. Likely more 
than most. 

All those Saturday nights in January, when the no-chance Edmonton 
Oilers were hosting the barely-alive Calgary Flames on Hockey Night in 
Canada, I was the guy writing about how one team could turn their 
season around with a win over the other. How the ghosts of Battles past 
still directed these franchises, the way a Belarusian dump-in haunts 
Tommy Salo’s dreams. 

Here’s the truth: for most of 30 years, these two franchises have been a 
pair of donkeys in the Derby. 

Neither one of them has won jack since the 80’s, before most of you 
were born, and they haven’t played a big game — a truly important game 
— against each other since Esa Tikkanen banked a shot in off of Frank 
Musil in overtime of Game 7 back in 1991. I think those two guys are 
watching today’s series from extended care. 

(Hyperbole alert — they’re only 57 years old). 

You want numbers? How about this: 

Calgary and Edmonton each went to one Stanley Cup Final since the 
turn of the century, Calgary in ’04 and Edmonton in ’06. Both lost in 
Game 7. 

It took the Flames 10 years to win their next playoff series. Edmonton 
missed the playoffs for 10 years after their trip to the Final, a period 
known there as The Decade of Darkness. 

In the 21 non-Cup playoff seasons for each team since the year 2000, 
the two teams have combined for five series wins — all in Round 1. For 
these two teams the playoffs have been, in the words of “The Agrarian 
Contrarian” Darryl Sutter, “a waste of eight days.” 

Someone will get a Round 2 win this year, but that’s not what we’re here 
to celebrate. 

Flames must find a way to contain McDavid as series shifts to Edmonton 

Today, not only does the Battle of Alberta contain two teams that can 
beat you. Today,the that certain something is back. 

Back in the day, this was a matchup that gave us the Steve Smith goal, 
or Wayne Gretzky’s very favorite among the 1,026 combined regular 
season and playoff goals in his career. (You get one guess which goal it 
was.) 

Once again in 2022, The Battle is giving us antics you can’t get anywhere 
else, like that 9-6 ode to the ’80s in Game 1. Or with both teams 
promising to button things down in Game 2, a 5-3, series-evening win 
with three more goals called back? 

This series has produced 23 goals in two games, the highest such total in 
35 years. We’ve had a four-goal comeback by Edmonton in Game 1, 
followed by four straight goals to erase a 3-1 deficit in Game 2. 

“I mean, this is fun, right?” said Leon Draisaitl, who is penning his own 
chapter in the annals as he limps through a series on what is thought to 
be a high ankle sprain. “The Battle of Alberta — both cities are very, very 

intense about it. They love it, and who knows when this is going to 
happen again, right?” 

The antics, we’ll admit, have conservatized somewhat. 

Today’s version has no Doug Risebrough shredding an Oilers jersey with 
his skates in the penalty box, nor a Glen Sather promising to invoice the 
Flames for said sweater. There is no Craig MacTavish to rip the tongue 
out of Harvey the Hound’s mouth, like a guy taking a ticket at the deli 
counter, or Marty McSorley, who impaled Mike Bullard’s groin on the end 
of his Koho and claimed amnesia when the media came calling. 

Instead we get Ottawa Senators captain Brady Tkachuk in the 
Saddledome stands, beers in hand and wearing Calgary red and gold as 
he cheers on his brother Matt. Or the rarest of goals, where the guy who 
wasn’t included in coincidental minors came out of the box first, then 
failed to tag up to the blue-line before his goal — but wasn’t offside 
because an Oiler kicked the puck back into the zone. 

“It’s been different,” Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft said. “We won a 
game last night (where) we had two goals called back — and we found a 
way to win a game. I mean, that how often does that happen?” 

The last time an Oiler had 20 points in the Stanley Cup playoffs it was 
Chris Pronger in ’06 — in 24 games. Connor McDavid has 20 points in 
nine games. 

His is a high-wire act unlike any other, as McDavid rolls through the 
playoffs with eight multi-point games in nine starts. He is the fastest 
player to 20 points since Mario Lemieux 30 years ago, a tour de force 
through network television that has Hart Trophy voters in the GTA in full 
reconsideration mode. 

“Do I think it's special what Connor is doing? Yeah, you’ve got to,” said 
Woodcroft. “You don’t need me to tell you that. I think we’re all witness to 
what's going on.” 

The recipe is an Alberta delicacy second only to perogies and cabbage 
rolls, two hockey teams — one bigger and stronger with supposedly 
better goaltending, versus the other, a serviceable bunch behind 
hockey's greatest player and another who is Top 5. 

The dish, thus far, has been fabulous. 

“This is a great time for both teams. A great time for both cities,” Draisaitl 
said. “Obviously, we’d like to not give up nine goals in Game 1. But we 
had a good game the other night, and I still think that you know we 
haven't showed our best yet.” 

If it gets better from here, count me in. 
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TSN.CA / Flames come out flat in Game 3 as Oilers take series lead 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Calgary Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom held up his end of the deal. 

At the end of Game 2, he vowed to improve and be better after allowing 
11 goals through the first two games. Through the 40 minutes he played 
on Sunday evening, he did just that, stopping a number of Edmonton 
Oilers' odd-man rushes and giving the Flames an opportunity to win. 

His Calgary teammates, however, did not follow suit. 

With the opportunity to take home ice advantage away from the Oilers, 
Calgary came out flat. Through 20 minutes, Edmonton outshot them 21-7 
and did not relent the rest of the way. The entire night, the Oilers easily 
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maneuvered through the neutral zone, won board battles, and 
counterattacked, taking advantage of a couple of key Calgary mistakes 
and mental lapses en route to the 4-1 Game 3 victory.  

“We all know that we weren’t good enough in front of him,” Rasmus 
Andersson said. 

Evander Kane had a hat trick and Leon Draisaitl had four assists, but the 
Flames felt like one player beat them: Connor McDavid. 

“We let one guy dominate the game,” Andersson continued. 

“We’ve got to stop him, all five guys on the ice, six including [Markstrom]. 
We’ve got to stop him as a unit.” 

“We’ve let one guy beat us a few nights now,” Matthew Tkachuk agreed. 

“Back to the drawing board and figure out a way to stop him… they’ve 
got one player that plays half the game and is playing some great hockey 
right now and we have to find a way to stop that.” 

“He’s physical, he’s involved, he’s winning pucks along the wall in the 
defensive zone and offensive zone,” Kane said of McDavid. 

“He’s a dominant force out there.” 

While the Flames viewed it as one player beating them, Oilers head 
coach Jay Woodcroft saw it as the opposite. 

"We got contributions from all 20 today,” he said.  

“All 20 contributed to that win tonight.” 

Among those 20 were Kane and goalie Mike Smith, who made 32 stops 
and started the game strong, something he did not do in Calgary. 

“We were good on the cycle, we were winning puck battles,” Kane said. 

“We were connected as a group of five and the first period set our group 
up for success.” 

“You want to enjoy the process and enjoy when you win,” Smith said. 

“I was just trying to make saves… trying to stay as poised as possible 
and make saves when the team needs me to.” 

Calgary’s head coach chalked the Flames' night up in large part due to 
them not having experience in those types of games – something he has 
pointed out that the Oilers have in spades, including the powerful 
learning moments of losing in a Game 7 in the second round.  

“A lot of our young guys that haven’t been in this situation before were 
intimidated by the atmosphere,” Darryl Sutter said. 

“I think all those skill sets [puck handling, making plays] gets [players] on 
their heels a little bit,” he added when asked if the crowd could have 
been a factor in players mishandling the puck. 

Andersson, meanwhile, had a different assessment when asked if the 
intimidating environment had any bearing on the outcome. 

“Not really. The Saddledome is way louder.” 
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TSN.CA / Elite offences are overwhelming defences in the NHL playoffs 

 

Travis Yost 

 

All season long, we have been talking about how offensive dominance in 
the National Hockey League is starting to take centre stage. The great 
offensive teams are winning. The weak offensive teams are not. 

There was some curiosity as to whether this offensive explosion would 
hold up over the course of the playoffs. Well, it has so far. Going into 
Sunday’s games, postseason scoring is up 18 per cent year over year 
and is eight per cent higher than the previous high (2009-10) in the 
NHL’s modern era (2007 to present). 

Here is where the changing NHL landscape gets interesting. Historically, 
when offence is surging, goaltending is struggling. In fact, that’s precisely 
what we saw during periods of this past regular season, where 
scheduling compression and flurries of backup goaltenders surely fanned 
the goal-scoring flames. The month-over-month data (we will focus on 
even strength, which is agnostic to special teams volatility) shows 
surging scoring and weakening stop rates moving in opposite directions: 

While expected goals (a function of both shot volumes and the lethality of 
those shots, weighted by angles, shot types, and distances) were 
marginally up month over month, real goals were up considerably. With a 
corresponding plummeting of save percentage, you can reasonably infer 
goaltenders, as a group, were overwhelmed – particularly at the end of 
the year. 

Why is this interesting? In these playoffs we are seeing a reversal of this 
trend. I suspect some of it has to do with the subset of goaltenders left in 
the playoffs – teams with bad goaltending struggle to qualify for the 
playoffs to begin with and overcoming poor goaltending as a qualified 
team is another animal altogether. So yes, when you have players like 
New York’s Igor Shesterkin or Tampa Bay’s Andrei Vasilevskiy in net, 
you expect better performance. 

That is what we have been accustomed to for a long time in the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. Not just elite goaltending, but stifling defences slowing 
games down and mucking things up, so to speak. 

This year there is divergence. Look at playoff data, this through the 
NHL’s modern statistical era, by the same three measures: 

Scoring and expected scoring are up, as we know. But goaltending has 
not moved down in the expected manner. Through Saturday’s games, 
goaltenders were stopping 92.2 per cent of shots, just marginally down 
from the 15-year period. 

The inference we can draw here is that goaltenders, on a relative basis, 
are holding up quite well in the playoffs. Whereas we saw some 
goaltending capitulation over the course of the regular season, the 
playoffs look a lot like elite NHL offences taking advantage of weaker 
bluelines. It’s a stunning reversal from a decade-long trend. 

If we look at defenders remaining from the last eight teams, we see guys 
who are having a much tougher time than they did against the weaker 
offences of the regular season. Absent the Colorado Avalanche, who 
rolled through an undermanned Nashville Predators team in round one 
(and who, I should point out, have a bigger challenge this time around), 
two-thirds of defenders in the playoffs have seen their numbers weaken: 

If you were looking for tightening this postseason, you have been 
disappointed. But this time around, it’s hard to blame the goaltenders. 
What the data says, and certainly what the video from these games 
suggests, is that these frenetic offences that swept through the regular 
season have continued to torture their defensive counterparts. 

And though the crop of goaltenders remaining are better equipped to 
make tough save after tough save, there is no doubt their workload is as 
high as it has ever been. 

As for the coaches who preach the importance of defensive integrity and 
execution, well, there’s a lot of work ahead. 
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USA TODAY / Colorado Avalanche say Nazem Kadri has received 
threats after collision with goalie Jordan Binnington 
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Mike Brehm 

 

The Colorado Avalanche said Sunday that forward Nazem Kadri has 
received threats after his inadvertent Game 3 collision that injured St. 
Louis Blues goaltender Jordan Binnington. 

"The Avalanche organization is aware of threats made toward Nazem 
Kadri and is working with local law enforcement to investigate," the team 
said in a statement. 

Kadri was going for a loose puck in the first period of Saturday's 5-2 
Colorado win in St. Louis when he and Blues defenseman Calle Rosen 
collided and the two of them slid hard into Binnington. 

The Blues said Sunday that Binnington would miss the remainder of the 
second-round series with a lower-body injury. The Avalanche lead the 
series 2-1. 

Former NHL player Akim Aliu tweeted that he had talked with Kadri, a 
member of the Hockey Diversity Alliance, after the incident. 

"Naz has been subject to so many racist attacks and threats since last 
night that police had to be brought in. Racist attacks like this have no 
place in hockey and should be investigated and reported on," Aliu said. 

Kadri has been suspended six times, including an eight-game ban for a 
hit on the Blues' Justin Faulk during last season's playoffs. He has been 
incident-free this season while scoring a career-best 87 points. 

After Saturday's game, Blues coach Craig Berube mentioned Kadri's 
reputation when addressing the collision. 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar objected. 

"Reputation, it doesn't mean anything," he told reporters. "It's either a 
legal play or it's not. ... The D and Naz are both going for the puck sitting 
at the top of the crease skating as hard as they can go. They're both 
going after the puck the same way and they collide before they go in. 
Again, unfortunate." 

Flames' Milan Lucic ejected for charging goalie 

Calgary Flames forward Milan Lucic received a five-minute major and a 
game misconduct for charging Edmonton Oilers goalie Mike Smith in 
Game 3. 

The incident sparked a scrum that led to six roughing minors. 

"I don't really know what happened, to be honest," Smith told reporters. "I 
was out playing the puck and then all of a sudden, I'm getting buried into 
the boards." 

Smith was sent to the Oilers' dressing room for concussion protocol but 
returned to the game to a standing ovation from Edmonton fans. 

"They called it charging, correct?" Flames coach Darryl Sutter told 
reporters. "Can you imagine if Looch did charge, what would happen 
there? He actually tried to slow it down a little bit, I think." 

The Oilers won 4-1 on an Evander Kane hat trick and lead the series 2-1. 
Connor McDavid had three assists and leads the playoffs with 23 points. 

Rangers coach unhappy with postgame fireworks 

As the final horn sounded in New York's 3-1 win Sunday, a scrap broke 
out between Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren and Carolina 
Hurricanes forward Max Domi. 

The Rangers are extra protective of Lindgren, who has been playing 
through a lower-body injury, which might explain why coach Gerard 
Gallant was seen on camera yelling at the Carolina bench after the 
game. 

"Domi took a cheap shot at our defenseman," he said. "You got a lot of 
memory in this (series). You think about things, and like I said, it might be 
on the other foot someday." 

The coach took issue with the Hurricanes putting out their tough guys on 
the final shift after Tyler Motte's empty-netter had decided the game. 

He then took it a step further, presumably threatening to use the 
Rangers' most feared fist-thrower, Ryan Reaves, for a response at a later 
date. 

"If they want to play like that, we got the guys that can match that," 
Gallant said. "I don't like it at the end of the game. The game's over. We 
still got four games to go with those guys. They're not sending any 
message. We got the guy that can handle all their guys if we want to." 
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