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Hurricanes’ Lorentz makes bad decision against the Rangers, for all the right reasons 

By Chip Alexander 

Steven Lorentz showed some fight Tuesday for the Carolina 
Hurricanes. 

It might have come at a bad time. It had a poor outcome — 
for Lorentz and the Canes. But Lorentz, in a flash, displayed 
some fight-back that the Canes mostly lacked in a lackluster 
4-1 loss to the New York Rangers in Game 4 of their Stanley 
Cup playoff series at Madison Square Garden. 

The Rangers had promised — threatened? — some 
retribution in Game 4 for what they considered a cheap 
cross-check by the Canes’ Max Domi on defenseman Ryan 
Lindgren in the final seconds of New York’s 3-1 win in Game 
3. Forward Ryan Reaves said he might “run some people” 
and mouthed other generalities about potential nastiness. 

But this was how it unfolded Tuesday: Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba lined up Domi for a big hit along the boards, 
leading with his elbow. While it was a big collision, Domi 
avoided what could have been a serious injury by slowing at 
the last second, bracing and moving his head back. 

In came Lorentz, dropping the gloves for a go at Trouba. 
Punches were thrown and Trouba continued to take a few 
swings at Lorentz even as Lorentz was falling down. 

“It was early in the game and 0-0 and emotions were high,” 
Lorentz said. “I think we had only played a couple of shifts up 
to that point, so we were still kind of buzzing. I clearly wasn’t 
a big fan of the hit and when I saw ‘Maxi’ go down I thought, 
‘You know what, this guy did the same thing for me,’ so I 
went in there and tried to stick up for a teammate, trying to 
ignite the guys. 

“But unfortunately it ended up costing us.” 

Lorentz ended up with 17 minutes in penalties, including two 
minutes for instigating, with 8:22 left in the first. The Rangers 
ended up on a power play, and Frank Vatrano scored for a 1-
0 lead. 

“That’s on me,” Lorentz said. “It’s hard. You’ve got to make a 
decision, split-second. The game is so fast and I thought I 
was doing the right thing, but unfortunately I ended up 
costing our team, so that’s on me.” 

Lorentz said when he saw Trouba’s hit, he instantly thought 
Trouba would be whistled for a penalty. Trouba would be 
penalized — a five-minute fighting major. 

“I kind of rushed in there as my gloves were off and I 
grabbed him,” Lorentz said. “Again, in my mind, I thought I 
was doing the right thing because Max is a guy who did the 
exact same thing for me. I just wanted to provide a spark. 

“You can’t do stuff like that, but emotions are high. … I just 
wanted to show I was engaged and ready to compete and try 
to provide a spark.” 

Brind’Amour did not like the end result — the Rangers on the 
power play, then scoring, forcing the Canes to play catch up 
the rest of the game. 

But Brind’Amour didn’t like the play of the Canes in the first 
period, either, as the Rangers took a 2-0 lead. 

The Rangers’ Andrew Copp, who had a goal and two assists, 
called the Trouba hit the “biggest play of the game.” 

“We’re not out there trying to catch guys at all, we’re not 
trying to play stupid or anything like that,” Copp said. “We’re 
just trying to finish our checks when we can and play 
physical when we can and make smart decisions. At the end 
of the day, them taking the two-minute instigator changed the 
course of the game. 

“It’s not head-hunting at all. It was a good hit. Their response 
warranted a penalty.” 

The question now: What will the Canes response be in 
Game 5? 
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Frustration abounds as Hurricanes’ offense grind away at nothing against the Rangers 

By Luke DeCock 

NEW YORK-The frustration boiled over, visibly, when the 
normally mild-mannered Jordan Staal followed referee Eric 
Furlatt half the length of the ice complaining that Andrei 
Svechnikov got the only penalty out of an altercation with 
Alexis Lafreniere. 

Staal isn’t often that emphatic or persistent, and the call itself 
was immaterial. The Hurricanes were down three goals in 
the third period, and very little in their play to that point 
suggested they were capable of closing the gap. It was a 
tangible manifestation of the Carolina Hurricanes’ inner 
turmoil that has very little to do with the New York Rangers, 
and everything to do with themselves. 

They have turned another 2-0 lead into another three-game 
series, what Ian Cole earlier Tuesday called squandering 
opportunities to put a “stranglehold” on the series. They did it 
against the Boston Bruins and they have done it, now, 
against the Rangers. And the root of their issues this time is 
the most basic in hockey: They’re just not finishing the 
chances they create. 

It’s the goals, stupid. 

Tuesday, that led to a 4-1 loss, and as easy as it would be to 
point to a bad start and another anemic effort on the power 
play, the reality is the Hurricanes had more than enough 
opportunities to score the goals that would have let them 
take control of the game and the series, and it was on them 
as much as it was on Igor Shesterkin. 

It wasn’t even that Shesterkin was that otherworldly. He was 
… good. He made some nice stops. He gave up some big 
rebounds the Hurricanes couldn’t reach. He was not 
spectacular — nor was he really asked to be. 

“I’m confident that eventually they’re going to find a way in 
the back of the net,” Sebastian Aho said. “Maybe in the 
forward group we can do a little better to be in his eyes. 
There’s still loose pucks out there for those second and 
thirds, dirty goals. You get one of those, you get confidence, 
and all of a sudden you get all kinds of goals.” 

There’s no getting around the fact that possession and 
chances and all of that is just smoke and mirrors without the 
goals to go with it. And while it’s possible to console oneself 
during the regular season that it will all even out in the wash, 
everyone knows there isn’t always enough time in the 
postseason. 

Because only one thing actually counts in this game, as 
much as we can detect trends and flow from crunching all 
the other numbers: Get it across the line, and more often 

than the other guys. And for everything else the Hurricanes 
are doing right in this series, there’s not much you can do if 
that’s the battle you’re losing. 

The Hurricanes certainly lost other battles Tuesday night — 
the Rangers’ second goal, the real backbreaker, came after 
just about every player on the roster had a chance to clear — 
but when you’re just not scoring, it all comes down to that. 

It’s bad enough that the Hurricanes’ power play — one of the 
best in the NHL during the regular season — has turned into 
a net negative. But if the Hurricanes aren’t going to finish the 
chances they create at even strength, not only are they 
never going to win a playoff game on the road, they’re asking 
for trouble at home. 

And while that becomes one of those if-we-knew-what-was-
wrong-we-would-already-have-fixed-it issues, there are 
things that can be done. As married as Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour has been to his lines, there are situations 
that call for it, as a wake-up call as much as a strategy. The 
Hurricanes are almost too comfortable, secure in the 
knowledge that they’re following the game plan and winning 
analytically while losing on the ice. 

You can see that in a team that starts to second-guess its 
own goaltender, which is certainly not the case with Antti 
Raanta. But you can also see it in a team that starts 
mythologize the opposing goaltender, even entirely 
subconsciously. That certainly happened last year against 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, although the Hurricanes were neither the 
first nor the last to find themselves in that particular 
predicament. 

Given that the Hurricanes have gotten all of five goals past 
Shesterkin in four games, they’re probably fortunate even to 
be even. 

“It feels exactly like last year against Tampa, to be honest 
with you,” Brind’Amour said, bringing up that comparison on 
his own, unprompted. “It’s very similar, where you get going 
and you get a chance and” — Brind’Amour shrugged — “you 
know? That’s what these good teams this time of year, that’s 
what they have. And then the power play. It’s eerily similar.” 

The Hurricanes finally broke through in the third when 
Teravainen picked a corner on Shesterkin off a feed from 
Aho, but that didn’t break anything loose Tuesday. Perhaps it 
will Thursday. Or Saturday, since the Hurricanes now have 
bought themselves a return trip to New York, again playing 
with fire. 
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Hurricanes road woes continue against Rangers. What happened at Madison Square 
Garden? 

By Chip Alexander 

Try as they might, the Carolina Hurricanes can’t win a road 
game in the playoffs. 

The Canes have tried — five times. All have ended in losses. 

Unbeaten at home in the playoffs, the Canes fell again 
outside of PNC Arena, taking a 4-1 beating from the New 
York Rangers on Tuesday in Game 4 of their second-round 
Stanley Cup playoff series at Madison Square Garden. 

The series, now tied 2–2, goes back to Raleigh for Game 5 
on Thursday. 

The Canes again allowed a power-play goal on the road. 
They again failed to score on the power play. They again 
were outplayed in key parts of the game, relying too much on 
goalie Antti Raanta to try and bail them out. 

There also was the matter of the big hit Jacob Trouba put on 
the Canes’ Max Domi. That, too, had a big impact on the 
game. 

But the biggest problem for Carolina: Igor Shesterkin. 

The Rangers’ goalie, so quick and instinctive, stymied the 
Canes with a lot of help from his defensive friends. Coming 
off his 43-save victory in Game 3, Shesterkin backed it up 
with another stellar performance and had Rangers fans 
chanting his name in the third. 

Canes forward Teuvo Teravainen scored in the third period 
after Sebastian Aho won a board battle and made a nice 
setup pass. But that came after the Rangers had taken a 3-0 

lead and took a quick release and perfectly placed top-shelf 
shot by Teravainen. 

Andrew Copp had a goal and two assists, and Frank Vatrano 
and defenseman Adam Fox each a goal and assist for the 
Rangers. Copp’s goal came in the third period and pushed 
the lead to 4-1. 

The Canes again started Raanta but didn’t give him as much 
help. Raanta also hurt himself in the second period when a 
Ryan Lindgren shot trickled through him and the puck stuffed 
in for a 3-0 lead by Mika Zibanejad. 

There was much talk – most of it from Rangers forward Ryan 
Reaves — before Game 4 about settling a physical score 
with the Canes. That came after Game 3 ended with the 
Domi scuffling with Lindgren and defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo jawing with Rangers coach Gerard Gallant. 

Reaves said he might “run some people” in Game 4. Instead, 
it was Trouba. 

At 11:38 of the first period, Trouba lined up Domi along the 
boards and was about to deliver a crushing hit when Domi 
dipped his head and shoulders — likely escaping a serious 
injury. 

Steven Lorentz immediately jumped Trouba after the hit on 
his line mate, but it proved to be more costly for the Canes 
than the Rangers. Lorentz was given an instigator penalty as 
well as a five-minute fighting major and 10-minute 
misconduct, leaving the Rangers on the power play. 

The Canes were seconds away from killing it off when 
Vatrano buried a shot after a sharp pass from Copp. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 4: Carolina falls to New York, series tied, 2-2 

By Chip Alexander, Luke DeCock, and Justin Pelletier 

The Carolina Hurricanes once again go for their first road win 
of the playoffs at the New York Rangers in Game 4 of their 
second-round NHL playoff series Tuesday at Madison 
Square Garden, holding a 2-1 lead in the series after losing 
3-1 on Sunday. 

Game 5 at PNC Arena will be on Thursday at 7 p.m. The 
NHL has not yet set a time for a potential Game 6 on 
Saturday. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock 
are at MSG and will have live observations from the scene, 
with Justin Pelletier chipping in from Raleigh. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Tuesday’s game — and the rest of the series — is available 
only on ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily 
Kaplan). Bally Sports South will broadcast a Hurricanes-
focused postgame show featuring Abby Labar and Shane 
Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have the call on the 
Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 

If the Clemson-North Carolina game at ACC baseball 
tournament game runs long on Bally Sports — and what are 
the odds of that? — the postgame show will start on Bally 
Sports Extra. That’s 324 on Spectrum, 646-3 on DirecTV and 
727/1727 on AT&T U-Verse. 

@CANES FANS 

Hurricanes LIVE Playoffs Edition will air on Bally Sports 
South, Bally Sports South Extra and the Bally Sports App 
following Game 4. 

If tonight's ACC tourney game runs long, go to Bally Sports 
South Extra and the Bally Sports App for immediate 
postgame coverage. pic.twitter.com/RSpt7EPQhK 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) May 24, 2022 

THIRD PERIOD 

Mercifully it ends: More theatrics at the end of the game as 
Gallant sent the Reaves line out to end it, but this was all 
over a while ago. 

Tough call on Svechnikov: Svechnikov with a hard finish on 
Chytil, Lafreinere face washes him, Svech sends him to the 
ice and goes to the box for roughing. Jordan Staal letting Eric 
Furlatt have it over Svechnikov getting the only penalty out of 
that altercation with Lafreniere. Not often Staal’s that 
emphatic or persistent. 

Rangers back in front by three: Skjei fails to collect a puck at 
the New York blue line and the Rangers go the other way 
with Copp finishing it off. 4-1. 

Raanta huge again: Antti Raanta stops Artemi Panarin on a 
breakaway with Jesper Fast backchecking. Huge save to 
keep it 3-1, still a tough slog for Carolina but way more 
reasonable with the way its playing than 4-1. 

Hurricanes on the board: Canes on the board. Its a 3-1 game 
after Teravainen goal. Aho and Jarvis win a board battle and 
Aho makes the pass to his fellow Finn. 

Canes with a power play: Alexis Lafreniere gets a penalty for 
running through Raanta. Nothing doing on the Canes power 
play. Again. A scratched, broken record. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Another Rangers power play: Brendan Smith with a penalty 
for interference on a Rangers dump-in. Pretty cut and dry 
there. 

Rangers add another, well in command: Canes put all those 
shots on Shesterkin and can’t score. Rangers push one 
through Raanta. Mika Zibanejad cleans up a trickling puck 
behind Raanta. Looked like Raanta had swallowed that one 
up but the puck trickled through. Zibanejad with an easy one. 

Canes continue possessing ... without scoring: With a ton of 
zone time, the Hurricanes are unable to solve Shesterkin. 
Rangers doing well to keep the chances mostly to the 
outside. Necas DID have one golden chance on a one-timer, 
and misfired. 

Canes to the PP: Extended zone time leads to a power play 
for the Canes. As poorly as the PP has played this playoff 
season, if there was ever a time for it to resurface... this 
would be it. Update: Rangers have a GREAT chorthanded 
chance, but Raanta with a big save. Also, Necas clangs the 
post on a shot Shesterkin never saw. 

Tough start to the second for Canes: Pesce blocks a 
Lafreniere shot that bounces off his stick and into his 
face.Came after Svechnikov failed to clear. A huge issue 
teamwide tonight. Get the puck out or bad things happen. 
Also, Shesterkin with a great save (sound familiar) already 
this frame. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Canes limp into the break: Rangers still getting the better of 
play here as the first period comes to an end. Best bet for the 
Canes to do at this point is reset after that first period and try 
to play their own game. Playing to the Rangers’ physicality 
isn’t going to work. 

Rangers take 2-0 lead: Soft board play by Nino Niederreiter 
lets the puck stay in, and Lindgren’s shot was redirected by 
Fox. Hurricanes lost every battle on that shift. Trocheck the 
biggest one. 

Rangers strike first, on the PP: Frank Vatrano scores on the 
power play and the Rangers lead it 1-0 with 6:29 left in the 
first period. Great pass from Andrew Copp to set him up in 
the right circle. Copp was at the top of the left circle. Right 
through the seam. 

The rough stuff has surfaced: Jacob Trouba clobbers Max 
Domi, elbow to head, and Steven Lorentz responds by 
getting Trouba into a fight. Lorentz gets 2-5-10, Trouba just 
the 5 for fighting, and the Canes will be shorthanded. 
Somehow. 

Canes big kill: Rangers top unit looked extremely dangerous, 
but Carolina survives. Canes will need to stay out of the box 
tonight. Raanta was huge. Rangers did everything BUT 
score on that PP. 
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First PP to New York: Seth Jarvis called for tripping after his 
skate clips Frank Vatrano on his way after the puck and 
Vatrano falls backward. 

Raanta also engaged: Alexis Lafreniere strips Staal at the 
center zone and goes in alone on Raanta on a breakaway. 
Tried to go 5-hole backhand, and Raanta said no. 

Shesterkin engaged early: Shesterkin with a big early save 
on Pesce after a nice feed from Aho. 

PREGAME UPDATE 

The Canes will start the Staal-Fast-Niederreiter line against a 
New York line of Lafreniere-Chytil-Motte. 

MORNING UPDATE 

No changes are expected to the Hurricanes lineup, although 
Frederik Andersen was on the ice for the morning skate for 
the first time since he was injured more than a month ago. In 
his best Mark Messier impression, fitting given the venue, Ian 
Cole insisted Tuesday morning that “We’re going to win this 

series,” before later qualifying that: “There are no 
guarantees.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant also backed off some of his 
tough talk after Game 3, when he was unhappy with the Max 
Domi-Ryan Lindgren fracas and threatened to unleash Ryan 
Reaves on the Hurricanes. 

“I’m an emotional guy,” Gallant said Tuesday afternoon. “The 
next morning, you’re giggling about it. Not a big deal. Is 
something gonna happen tonight? It’s not going to be from 
the other night, if something happens. Trust me, we’re trying 
to win a hockey game and get back in this series.” 

Brendan Smith’s three-game point streak going into Game 4 
is one game short of the franchise playoff record for a 
defenseman (Frantisek Kaberle, 2006). Smith had 11 points 
in 49 career playoff games going into this stretch. 

Wes McCauley and Eric Furlatt are the officials. Furlatt 
worked Game 5 of the Boston series. Devin Berg and Brad 
Kovachik are the linesmen. 
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Canes’ penalty killing, still good at home, has been a struggle on road in playoffs 

By Chip Alexander 

The disparity is striking and was brought to the attention of 
Carolina Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Tuesday 
morning. 

The Canes, who led the NHL in penalty killing in the regular 
season, have killed off 94.1% of their penalties at home in 
the playoffs. Opponents have gone 1-for-17 against Carolina 
and the Canes’ Brendan Smith has a shorthanded goal. 

On the road? The Canes stood at 68.4% entering Game 4 of 
their second-round series against the New York Rangers, 
allowing six power-play goals (6-of-19). 

“If you really dive into it I think a couple of those were 5-on-
3’s on the road and one of those was questionable, in my 
opinion,” Brind’Amour said, chuckling. “So if you take those 
out what’s the number? It’s pretty close. 

“It’s still a pretty small sample size. And this time of year 
you’re playing against elite power plays. That’s another thing 
that’s tough.” 

The Rangers’ first goal in Game 3 came on the power play 
as Mika Zibanejad ripped a shot past goalie Antti Raanta. 
The Rangers never trailed in winning 3-1 for their first win in 
the series. 

“Obviously special teams have not been a huge positive for 
us thus far and we know that and we’re trying to swing that in 
our favor,” Canes defenseman Ian Cole said Tuesday. 

The Canes are 5-for-43 on the power play in the playoffs, 
going 1-for-19 on the road, before Tuesday’s game. 

REAVES GETS THEIR ATTENTION 

The Canes are fully aware of the Rangers’ Ryan Reaves 
speaking out and promising some nastiness in Game 4, 
saying he would “run some people and get in their face.” 

Reaves was responding to the end of Game 3, when the 
Canes’ Max Domi wrestled with Ryan Lingdren and Rangers 
coach Gerard Gallant and the Canes’ Tony DeAngelo 
exchanged some angry words. 

Cole, a former teammate of Reaves, noted that he was a 
“big, fast, physical guy” and added, “He hits hard. That’s 
what he does.” But … 

“I don’t think him saying he’s going to run guys is surprising 
to anyone,” Cole said. “That’s fine. He can come and run us 
and we’ll move the puck and try to go score. That’s fine.” 

Of note: Cole, like Reaves, has linebacker size at 6-1 and 
225 pounds. 

Ian Cole @Canes | #LetsGoCanes 
pic.twitter.com/L84LsDvOW5 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) May 24, 2022 

LET’S TALK LATER ABOUT THAT 

One subject Brind’Amour did not want to discuss Tuesday 
was the Tampa Bay Lightning sweeping the Florida Panthers 
in their second-round series. 

The Canes or Rangers will face the Lightning, the 2020 and 
2021 Stanley Cup champion, in the Eastern Conference 
finals. The Lightning also will have extra days of rest and 
preparation. 

But that can wait and will wait, Brind’Amour said. 

“We’ve got our hands full with this to start worrying about the 
next phase,” he said. 

QUOTABLE 

“Everyone is aware of the situation in terms of that we need 
to take a stranglehold on the series. I think there’s a sense of 
urgency and desperation that we don’t want to put ourselves 
in the same situation we did against Boston.” -- Cole 

QUICK ON THE DRAWS 

The Canes, after winning 58.7% of their faceoffs in Game 3, 
have a league-best faceoff win percentage (58.1%) during 
the second round. Vincent Trocheck has won 67.5% of his 
draws and Jordan Staal 67.2%. 

Brind’Amour always likes to point out that winning a draw 
isn’t just about the faceoff man but also the other four players 
fighting for the puck. There’s also the matter of reacting 
quickly and well if the faceoff is lost. 

“To me it’s more about the details after the faceoff, just 
knowing what you’re doing if you lose it and making sure 
you’ve got the coverage,” Brind’Amour said. “That’s actually 
more important than the actual faceoff itself. 

“Obviously every team works on it and every team wants to 
start with the puck. But it’s always what happens after, both 
winning and losing it. That’s what’s important.” 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers even series, Flames on brink of elimination 

By Mark Lazerus and Max Bultman 

Game 4: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1 | Series tied 2-2 

Who was The Guy? Look, it’d be very easy — and accurate 
— to just give this to Igor Shesterkin for the umpteenth time 
this postseason. The Rangers goaltender was great again, 
with 30 saves. But this wasn’t a goalie win for a change; the 
Rangers were the better team top to bottom. Adam Fox and 
Ryan Lindgren had big games, but let’s give a little love to 
Andrew Copp. New York’s trade deadline acquisition seems 
built for the playoffs, and he was excellent in Game 4, with a 
goal and two assists, an xGF of 73.54 percent and a game 
score of 3.31. 

What was the key? The Hurricanes still can’t score. They’ve 
beaten Shesterkin only once in each of the past three 
games. The power play continues to be in shambles, now 0-
for-12 dating to Game 7 against Boston, and Shesterkin 
seems to be in their heads. Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
game that it was starting to feel like the Tampa Bay series 
last season, when Andrei Vasilevskiy held the Hurricanes to 
one or zero goals in three of the Lightning’s four wins. That’s 
a bad sign. When the Rangers scored two quick goals after 
Jacob Trouba’s hit on Max Domi, it already felt like an utterly 
insurmountable lead. 

Key stat: The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in the postseason 
and 0-5 on the road. 

Moment it was over: Antti Raanta has been outstanding in 
the playoffs; he was as big a reason as any that the 
Hurricanes beat Boston and took a 2-0 series lead on the 
Rangers. But Mika Zibanejad’s goal late in the second period 
Tuesday night surely will test his relentlessly upbeat mindset. 
It looked like Raanta had swallowed Ryan Lindgren’s shot 
from the slot, but the puck squirted through him, leaving an 
easy tap-in for Zibanejad. Barely two minutes earlier, Martin 
Necas had an open net to shoot at but missed badly, wide on 
the far side. That swing was the game, because while a 2-0 
deficit to Shesterkin is daunting, a 3-0 deficit is pretty much 
hopeless. 

Moment of the game: Trouba’s hit on Domi at 11:38 of the 
first period looked worse than it was — Domi was falling, and 
that’s largely why he caught Trouba’s elbow to the side of his 
head. But it looked bad, and Steven Lorentz immediately 
leaped to Domi’s defense. And as Brind’Amour said 
afterward, you like seeing a guy stick up for his teammate, 
but you don’t like him taking an unnecessary penalty. And 
that was as easy an instigator call as you’ll see. Frank 
Vatrano scored on the ensuing power play, and Fox scored 
two minutes later to give the Rangers all the momentum — 
and goals — they’d need. 

Hurricanes worry meter:      … Yes, they’ve been 
the better team in three out of four games. And yes, they 
beat the Bruins without a road win, so they know a 
squandered 2-0 series lead isn’t the end of the world. But 

you can’t win if you can’t score. And they can’t score. That’s 
… concerning. 

Rangers worry meter:    … They’re starting to play with 
a little swagger. It’s not just all about Shesterkin anymore. 

Game 4: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Edmonton leads 3-1 

Who was The Guy? In a game that saw each goalie give up 
at least one astonishing goal, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins saved 
the day for the Oilers. He scored the first of those wild goals 
by scooping up a Jacob Markstrom misplay 21 seconds into 
the game and burying it to give the Oilers an early lead. But 
more importantly, he bailed out Edmonton when it was Mike 
Smith’s turn for a major gaffe, which turned out to be letting 
in a near-full-ice short-handed goal by Calgary defenseman 
Rasmus Andersson. That goal was the final rung of 
Calgary’s three-goal comeback to tie the score. Losing on a 
night that started with so much promise, on home ice no 
less, would have been a devastating defeat for the Oilers. 
But less than six minutes after the stunning tying goal, 
Nugent-Hopkins got on a rebound and banged it past 
Markstrom to reclaim the lead — and, eventually, win the 
game. 

What was the key? Edmonton left the first period with less 
than one-third of the all-situations shot attempts (28.26 
percent, according to Natural Stat Trick) but a 3-0 lead. The 
possession number is a little misleading in this case because 
the Oilers’ shot quality numbers were a bit better than 
Calgary’s. But emerging from the first with a big lead despite 
being outshot gave Edmonton a crucial cushion for the better 
part of the next two periods. Goals at the beginning and end 
of periods are killers, and Edmonton got both in the first. 

Key stat: 132 feet — that’s the length of Andersson’s goal. 
You simply never see this. 

Moment it was over: With less than three minutes remaining, 
just after Nugent-Hopkins’ go-ahead goal, Andersson took a 
deflating high-sticking double-minor that all but ended the 
Flames’ hopes. Of course, Andersson’s goal from the 
defensive zone minutes earlier was proof anything can 
happen in this series. But trying to come back while down a 
man is rarely a recipe for success, and sure enough, the 
Oilers took care of business with an empty-netter to seal it. 

Moment of the game: It has to be one of the goalie gaffes. 
You already saw the Andersson clip, so here’s the 
Markstrom flub: 

Flames worry meter:       … They’re heading 
home for Game 5, but they’re doing so on the brink of 
elimination with a goalie who looks inexplicably shaky. Oh, 
and they’re still facing arguably the best player in the world. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, they have a 3-1 lead, and 
that should be cause for the Smiling Cowboy. But nobody 
who watched that third Flames goal can honestly tell me 
Edmonton’s home free yet. Not in this series. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Will they ever win on the road? 

By Sara Civian 

NEW YORK — The Hurricanes broke two franchise playoff 
records at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday. 

There was the assist on the sole Carolina goal that gave 
Sebastian Aho the magic No. 44 to pass Eric Staal as the 
franchise leader in postseason points. In another universe 
maybe we’re making a bigger fuss about that, but in that 
universe, Aho led the Canes to their first road win of the 
playoffs. 

In this one, the Hurricanes lost 4-1 and still haven’t found a 
way to win on the road. We have another 2-2 series, and 
with five consecutive losses, the Hurricanes have another 
franchise record — the longest road losing streak in 
franchise postseason history. Though the Hurricanes lead 
the NHL in home goals (22) and goal differential (plus-15) 
during the postseason, they have scored the fewest road 
goals (eight) and hold the lowest road goal differential of any 
team still in the playoffs. 

“It is tough. I think it feels exactly like last year against 
Tampa, to be honest with you. Very similar,” coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We get a good chance and then, nope. 
Nothing. Good teams at this time of year, (goaltending) is 
what they have. And then the power play. It’s very eerily 
similar. We just have to find a way to fight through it, not take 
the unnecessary penalties. After the first, we played OK, but 
it was too late because we spotted them a couple. Then 
you’re just chasing the game.” 

Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin stopped 30 of 31 shots 
Tuesday, including 12 high-danger chances, according to 
Natural Stat Trick. He has allowed only four goals on 122 
shots throughout Round 2. So, yeah, you’re going to have to 
be elite to evade him. And you certainly can’t take a breath 
on the other end of the ice. 

The Canes had some good chances and a few posts wrung 
throughout the game, so the errors and breaths taken feel 
more consequential. Obviously, the first-period instigator 
penalty issued to Steven Lorentz stands out, as the Rangers’ 
Frank Vatrano capitalized and the Hurricanes couldn’t come 
back. 

Trouba hits Domi, Lorentz goes after Trouba. 

5 for fighting for Trouba 
2 for instigating, five for fighting, and a 10 minute misconduct 
for Lorentz. pic.twitter.com/onlGYx1W6F 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 24, 2022 

“It was early in the game, emotions were high,” Lorentz said. 
“… Clearly I wasn’t a big fan of the hit. I saw Maxi (Domi) go 
down and the first thing I thought was, ‘You know what? This 
guy would do the exact same thing for me.’ So I just went in 
there, tried to stick up for a teammate, tried to ignite the 
guys. But unfortunately, it ended up costing us … that’s on 
me. It’s hard, you gotta make a decision in a split second. 
The game happens so fast.” 

It was Lorentz’s first career NHL fight, and his 17 PIMs on 
Tuesday beat his 16 PIMs through 67 games in the regular 
season. 

“As soon as I saw the hit, I figured there’d be a penalty,” he 
added. “I kind of rushed in there as my gloves were off and 
grabbed him. Again, in my mind I thought I was doing the 
right thing … in the playoffs, you can’t always do stuff like 
this. You gotta stay in check and take the power play, or I 
guess not the power play, in this situation … the game 
happens so fast. I think (Domi) was (already) going down, 
but from what I saw, I just saw a guy laying on the ice. The 
bigger guy made the big hit. I’m just going to stick to what I 
said — (Domi) would do the same for me.” 

Even though this series is playing out like the Canes’ series 
against the Bruins in terms of results and home-ice tilts, this 
series is definitely trending more similarly to last season’s 
series against Tampa. Shesterkin is mirroring Andrei 
Vasilevskiy’s ability to turn away the Canes’ chances. 

This, of course, does not bode well for the Hurricanes. 

“We had a lot of chances,” Brind’Amour said. “What are you 
going to do? You have to keep getting the chances. I’m 
happy we’re at least creating some offense there. 
(Shesterkin’s) playing well, you have to give him tons of 
credit. But to me, the start is what did it to us.” 

Jeremy Swayman wasn’t necessarily the Bruins’ primary 
issue in Round 1, but he is not Hart finalist Shesterkin. This 
isn’t going to go down the same way Round 1 did if the 
Canes give the Rangers any room to breathe. 

The start of the game was Brind’Amour’s issue, but there are 
two other things that go hand-in-hand: the lack of production 
from the stars (or anyone, with only four Hurricanes goals 
this series), and the lack of production on the power play. 
The Canes have gone 0-for-9 on the man advantage this 
series, including 0-for-2 on Tuesday. They are only 1-for-21 
on the road throughout the postseason. 

“We hit the post right away and then Aho had a nice chance, 
but it’s clearly not good enough,” Brind’Amour said. “We 
have to score. We’ve hit some posts over a stretch here, but 
we have to get them in the net. Have to be better for sure.” 

And there were at least some encouraging moments with the 
aforementioned wrung posts from Martin Necas and Aho on 
Tuesday, but that isn’t good enough against Shesterkin. 

• The vibes aren’t great! 

Canes let the Rangers get to them in that first period and it 
was over from there. Good to see the first line score, but Igor 
ain’t Swayman and I’m a lot less confident about them being 
able to replicate what they did in Game 5 the last series 

— y-Al Hood (@albhood) May 25, 2022 

would you like my home vibe or my away vibe 

— dak (@CaniacDak) May 25, 2022 

embarrassing to play so differently from home to road. tired 
of the matchups excuses. Best players have to step up and 
they haven't. same story as the Boston series. one 
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difference. Shesterkin is 100× better than a Swayman or 
Ullmark. 

— y-owen anderson (@Owen_p_Anderson) May 25, 2022 

They saw Tampa swept and was like 
pic.twitter.com/Xy9MCgdr3o 

— StBenno (@StBenno) May 25, 2022 

The Canes can probably scratch their way to another series 
win despite the abysmal road play and a deflated PP, but 
something has to start clicking fast. 

— Jakob (@ShutUpJakob) May 25, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/9JJ6s5DVUZ 

— y – fullblowncaniac (@fullcaniac90) May 25, 2022 

We fell right into the Rangers trap. They set it up with the 
media interviews/sound bites and we fell for it. Things will 
turn around on Thursday. I’m not worried, but we need to 
stop the fancy passing attempts and play complete hockey! 

— y-MissieG456 (@missie456) May 25, 2022 

The refs didn’t cause us to lose. We’re playing exactly the 
game NY want us to. All they have to do is make us focus on 
fighting instead of scoring. 

— x – Mookie Harris     (@MookieHarris317) May 25, 
2022 

• The last two vibe checkers seem to have a point. I don’t 
know if it’s really that deep, but the Canes ended up being 
the team succumbing to the nonsense Tuesday while the 
Rangers scored. The nonsense per 60 will have to hover at 
zero if Carolina is to make it to Round 3. 
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Hurricanes stay winless on road, lose to Rangers in Game 4 to even series 

By Cory Lavalette  

NEW YORK — Here we go again. 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ postseason road woes continued 
Tuesday at Madison Square Garden, losing 4-1 to the 
Rangers in Game 4 to even their best-of-seven Eastern 
Conference semifinal series at two games apiece. 

“It’s very eerily similar,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said of the Hurricanes going up 2-0 in the series only to lose 
twice on the road as they did in Round 1 against Boston. “So 
we’ve just got to find a way to fight through it.” 

Rangers enforcer Ryan Reaves promised the Hurricanes he 
would “get in their face” in the aftermath of a postgame 
scuffle between Max Domi and Ryan Lindgren that led to 
Carolina defenseman Tony DeAngelo and New York coach 
Gerard Gallant getting into a screaming match. 

Instead, it was New York defenseman Jacob Trouba who 
changed the game with his physicality. 

Trouba lined up Domi for a hit in the neutral zone just past 
the midway point of the first period, launching himself and 
connecting with Domi’s head as the Carolina forward slipped 
to the ice. Hurricanes forward Steven Lorentz came to 
Domi’s aid, and Trouba met him with a cross-check with both 
dropping the gloves. 

Lorentz was assessed a misconduct and instigator that gave 
New York a power play. 

“I thought I was doing the right thing but unfortunately ended 
up costing our team, so that’s on me,” Lorentz said. 

The Rangers made the most of it. 

Andrew Copp made a seam pass to the right circle and 
Frank Vatrano finished it to give the Rangers a 1-0 lead at 
13:31 of the first period. New York led the rest of the way. 

“The way it unfolded was obviously worse than it could have 
been,” Staal said of the Hurricanes coming out of the 
sequence with the extra penalty and the Rangers converting 
on the power play. “And obviously (Lorentz) did a great job of 
stepping up for his teammate. But I think as a group, 
especially on the road, I think we’ve got to do a better job of 
keeping our emotions in check.” 

Things seemed to go off the rails from there for the road-
fragile Hurricanes, who are now 0-5 away from PNC Arena. 

New York doubled its lead 71 seconds later when the 
Hurricanes’ Nino Niederreiter and Vincent Trocheck failed to 
clear the zone, and Adam Fox redirected a Lindgren shot 
past Antti Raanta (24 saves) to make it 2-0 with just over four 
minutes left in the opening period. 

“We kind of did it to ourselves a little bit in the first,” 
Brind’Amour said. “And then we got kind of playing again, but 
by then it’s too late. You gave them two, it’s tough to come 
back.” 

Especially against all-world goalie Igor Shesterkin, who 
made 30 saves and has allowed just five goals through the 
first four games of the series. 

“We got to be grittier and harder around the net and get to 
those tough areas if we’re gonna want to find a way to beat 
him,” Hurricanes captain Jordan Staal said. 

The other part of that is Carolina’s power play, which got its 
first chance midway through the game when the score was 
2-0 but didn’t manage a shot on goal. It went 0 for 2 on the 
night, is 0 for 9 in the series and hasn’t scored in the last five 
games. 

“Our power play’s got to contribute,” Hurricanes forward Seth 
Jarvis said. “We’ve got to do something, get pucks to the net 
or anything to get past him. … You’re not going to beat him 
on the first shot. It’s gonna be second, third, fourth, so it’s a 
matter of creating chaos and hopefully our special teams 
step up.” 

New York extended the lead to three late in the second 
period when Lindgren’s shot trickled through Raanta and 
Mika Zibanejad located it behind the Carolina and swept it in 
the net at 16:48. 

Teuvo Teravainen scored at 6:33 of the third, but Andrew 
Copp’s goal at 11:10 sealed the Rangers’ win. 

Game 5 shifts back to Raleigh where the Hurricanes are a 
perfect 6-0 this postseason and hoping to again let home-ice 
advantage give them an edge in the series. 

“We know we have a big game ahead of us at home and 
that’s all we think about,” Aho said. “We want to win that 
hockey game and move on.” 

Notes: Lorentz was assessed 17 minutes in penalties for his 
altercation with Trouba. He has 16 PIMs in 112 career 
regular season games. … Copp finished with three points, a 
new postseason career high. … The Hurricanes won 33 of 
51 faceoffs, led by 11-of-14 and 8-of-9 efforts by Staal and 
Jesperi Kotkaniemi, respectively. … DeAngelo has gone six 
games without a point and Jaccob Slavin has gone four after 
both led the team with eight points in the first round. … 
Trocheck is in a six-game point drought after having five 
points in the first four games of the postseason. … Andrei 
Svechnikov has gone five games without a point and has 
been held off the scoresheet in eight of his last nine games. 
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Rangers even series with 4-1 win over Hurricanes in Game 4 

By Lauren Brownlow 

Little went well from the time the puck was dropped on 
Tuesday in New York. It was 0-0 late in the first until the 
Rangers' Jacob Trouba checked Max Domi in a way that 
Steven Lorentz took exception to, and the two of them got 
into it. Lorentz and Nino Neiderreiter each were penalized 
with Lorentz getting a total of 17 penalty minutes. Trouba 
was given five minutes for fighting but not for the hit. 

The Canes killed almost all of the initial penalties, but 
Vatrano scored to give the Rangers a 1-0 lead not even 
seven minutes into the period. 

During the Canes' frustration with the call and still on the 
lengthy penalty kill, they started to get sloppier with the puck 
and one of those giveaways led to the Rangers' second goal 
— this time by Adam Fox with less than five minutes to go. 

The score stayed 2-0 for much of the third until the Rangers 
added an even strength goal to go up 3-0 with less than four 
minutes left in the second. 

In the third, Teuvo Teravainen got the Canes on the board 
with a goal 6 minutes in to cut the deficit to 3-1, but five 
minutes later the Rangers' tacked on another as Andrew 
Copp added an even-strength goal. 

Carolina has scored just six goals in the series, including one 
in each of the last two games. The Hurricanes were 0 for 2 
on the power play to fall to 0 for 9 against the Rangers. 

“I am confident eventually they are going to find their way to 
the back of the net,” Carolina’s Sebastian Aho said. “We just 
have to find ways to score. We got to score on the power 
play.” 

The Canes out-shot the Rangers 31-28, but goalie Antti 
Raanta allowed four goals on 28 shots. 

Game 5 will be on Thursday night in PNC Arena. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap: New York Evens Series With Game 4 Win 
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By Walt Ruff  

NEW YORK, NY. - The second round series between 
Carolina and New York will return to Raleigh tied at 2-2 after 
the Rangers picked up a 4-1 win Tuesday night at Madison 
Square Garden. 

Three Things 

1) The MVP Candidate Does It Again 

While the Canes didn't reach 44 shots like they did on 
Sunday, they still found ways to get pucks onto Igor 
Shesterkin. The issue was that he was just as difficult to beat 
than he was in Games 2 & 3. 

The Hart & Vezina Trophy nominee turned away 30/31 when 
all was said and done, facing 12 high-danger chances from 
the Canes. (Info via NaturalStatTrick.com.) 

Tonight was the third game of the series Shesterkin has 
allowed just one goal, now having allowed just a grand total 
of four goals on 122 shots. 

2) Losing The Special Teams Battle 

Carolina entered Game 4 0/7 on the power play. Tonight 
they went 0/2, moving their series-long drought to nine 
unsuccessful attempts. 

Now just 11.6% on the man advantage in the postseason, 
the Canes were also chasing the game after New York was 
able to capitalize on a first period man advantage of their 
own for a second straight affair. 

3) History For Fishy 

The lone goal that the Canes did score came during the third 
period after their forecheck caused a turnover that led to an 
abbreviated two-on-one chance for Sebastian Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen. 

Teravainen put home the feed, giving Aho his fifth assist and 
ninth point of the postseason. That now gives him 44 points 
in 45 games with the Canes for his career, making him the 
team's new all-time leader in playoff assists and points. 

He passed Ron Francis for the setups record and Eric Staal 
for the most points. 

They Said It 

Rod Brind'Amour on the team not finishing on their chances, 
but also giving New York's netminder praise for his efforts 
once again... 

"What're you going to do? You have to keep getting the 
chances. I'm happy that we're creating offense. [Igor 
Shesterkin] played well. You have to give him a ton of credit. 
But the [poor] start is what did it to us." 

Sebastian Aho when asked if facing Shesterkin and the 
accolades that come with him are setting into the minds of 
the Hurricanes... 

"No. To be honest, I don't really pay attention to who is in net 
and think of how I can create more chances against them. I 
look at it more like how can we create the best chances? 
Sometimes the best ones are rebounds, quick one-timers. 
It's not always going to be bar down on the rush. You just 
have to find ways to put the puck in the back of the net." 

Jordan Staal  providing his thoughts on what the Canes need 
to do to start scoring more goals... 

"More traffic, more shots, more second chances. Give them 
credit, they obviously do a good job of staying in shooting 
lanes and boxing guys out in front. We have to get grittier 
and get harder around the net. We have to get to those 
tough areas if we're going to put the puck in the back of the 
net." 

What's Next? 

The Canes fly back to Raleigh immediately post-game. They 
are scheduled to hold a full team practice on Wednesday. 
Game 5 will begin at 7 p.m. Thursday at PNC Arena. 

Bonus Notes 

 Antti Raanta was outstanding once again for the 
Canes, despite the losing effort. He turned away 
25/28 of New York's attempts. 

 Jaccob Slavin led Carolina with five shots on goal 
and 23:23 played. 

 The Canes are now 6-0 at home in the postseason 
and 0-5 on the road. 
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Rangers defeat Hurricanes in Game 4, even second-round series 

By David Satriano  

NEW YORK -- Andrew Copp had a goal and two assists for 
the New York Rangers in a 4-1 win against the Carolina 
Hurricanes in Game 4 of the Eastern Conference Second 
Round at Madison Square Garden on Tuesday. 

The best-of-7 series is tied. Game 5 is at Carolina on 
Thursday. 

New York has won two straight games after losing the first 
two. 

"I think we've played a pretty good series so far," Copp said. 
"Just trying to build on some of this momentum we've 
created in these last two games. Guys are feeling a little bit 
better about themselves and we've got to ride this 
momentum into Carolina [for Game 5]." 

Adam Fox and Frank Vatrano each had a goal and an assist, 
and Ryan Lindgren had two assists for the Rangers, the No. 
2 seed in the Metropolitan Division. Igor Shesterkin made 30 
saves. 

"Really you look at the four games," New York coach Gerard 
Gallant said. "It's not just the two at home, but the four 
games have been pretty much one-goal games most of the 
way through. We are two teams that are close and battling. I 
just think it's been outstanding hockey by both teams." 

Teuvo Teravainen scored, and Antti Raanta made 24 saves 
for the Hurricanes, the No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan. They 
are 0-5 on the road in the playoffs and have been outscored 
21-8, including 7-1 the past two games. Carolina is 6-0 at 
home. 

"You've got to keep getting the chances," Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind'Amour said. "I'm happy that we're at least creating 
some offense. I mean, [Shesterkin] played well, you've got to 
give him tons of credit. But to me, the start is what did it to 
us." 

Vatrano gave the Rangers a 1-0 lead with a power-play goal 
at 13:31 of the first period. He took a cross-ice pass from 
Copp and scored from inside the right circle. 

The goal occurred with Carolina forward Steven Lorentz in 
the box for an instigator penalty after fighting New York 
defenseman Jacob Trouba following a hit on Max Domi in 
the neutral zone. 

"These [are] good teams at this time of the year, that's what 
they have," Brind'Amour said. "And then the power play 
[goal]. … So, we've just got to find a way to fight through it, 
not take the unnecessary penalties. After the first, we played 

OK, but it's too late because you spotted them a couple and 
then you're just chasing the game." 

Fox extended the lead to 2-0 at 15:42 on a redirection of 
Lindgren's shot. 

Mika Zibanejad made it 3-0 at 16:48 of the second period 
after Lindgren's shot went behind Raanta and Zibanejad 
poked it in the net. 

"When you're up 3-0, the other team is going to push a little, 
create chances, and they did that and we got the saves 
when we needed it," Fox said. "But overall, it seemed like 
every line was able to create chances, was able to give the 
team a spark if we needed it. I definitely say it was one of the 
more complete efforts we've had." 

Teravainen cut it to 3-1 at 6:33 of the third period, scoring in 
front on a pass from Sebastian Aho. 

Copp scored at 11:10 for the 4-1 final. It was his fifth goal of 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

He was acquired in a trade with the Winnipeg Jets on March 
21. 

"I think they pushed hard and we were maybe a little bit on 
our toes in the third but getting that fourth goal to kind of 
alleviate a little bit of that pressure was huge for us," Copp 
said. "But I think the never-die mentality has been in this 
team from Day One, and I've kind of felt that from walking in 
a couple of months ago. I feel like the new guys have kind of 
fit right in with that mentality." 

The Hurricanes have scored six goals in the series, one of 
which was an empty-net goal. They scored two goals in 
Games 3 and 4 after ranking ninth in the regular season in 
goals per game (3.38). 

"We obviously wanted to come here and win some games," 
Carolina captain Jordan Staal said. "Disappointing effort 
obviously, especially today but we'll have to regroup 
tomorrow, figure out what we're doing wrong and have a 
better effort and go win one at home." 

NOTES: Aho, who had an assist on Teravainen's goal, 
became the Hurricanes/Hartford Whalers all-time playoff 
scoring leader with 44 points, passing Eric Staal. His 26 
playoff assists are also first, one ahead of Ron Francis. … 
The Rangers won their fifth straight home game in the 
playoffs, tying their team record, done four times previously 
(last in 1994). … The Hurricanes are the third team in NHL 
history to lose their first five road games in a postseason, 
joining the 1992 Montreal Canadiens and the 1976 Toronto 
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Maple Leafs. … It was Lindgren's first NHL multipoint game 
in the playoffs. 

 

Hurricanes offense sputters again in Game 4 

By Dan Rosen  

NEW YORK -- The Carolina Hurricanes are starting to get a 
sense of deja vu. 

"It feels exactly like last year against Tampa, to be honest 
with you," coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "Very similar, where 
you're just going and you get a good chance and nope." 

Last season, the Hurricanes were eliminated by the Tampa 
Bay Lightning in five games in the Stanley Cup Second 
Round. They scored six goals in the four losses, including 
one in Games 1 and 2 and zero in Game 5 despite 
outshooting the Lightning in each of those games. 

Fast-forward to present day and Carolina has now lost two 
straight to the New York Rangers in the second round, 
scoring one goal in each, including 4-1 in Game 4 at 
Madison Square Garden on Tuesday. Carolina outshot New 
York 75-61 in the two games. 

The Hurricanes have scored three goals on 96 shots against 
Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin in the past three games, and 
five on 122 in the series. They scored nine goals on 151 
shots against Lightning goalie Andrei Vasilevskiy last year, 
including two on 99 in Games 1, 2 and 5. 

"These good teams at this time of the year, that's what they 
have," Brind'Amour said. "And then the power play. Eerily 
similar. So we've just got to find a way to fight through it, not 
take the unnecessary penalties." 

The power play is a big problem for the Hurricanes, who 
were 0-for-2 in Game 4 and are 0-for-9 in the series. 

"We've got to score on the power play," forward Sebastian 
Aho said. 

Carolina practiced it on Monday and made a change by 
putting Nino Niederreiter on the top unit. The idea was to 
have Niederreiter use his frame (6-foot-2, 218 pounds) to 
screen Shesterkin, but the Hurricanes did not get enough 
shots through traffic for that to matter.  

On their first power-play opportunity in the second period, the 
Rangers cleared the puck five times and did not allow a shot 
on goal. Martin Necas did hit the post with 21 seconds left on 
the man-advantage, but that was the best chance the 
Hurricanes had to cut into New York's 2-0 lead. 

They were better on their second opportunity early in the 
third period, but Shesterkin stopped all three shots on goal, 
and New York cleared the puck three times to keep the score 
3-0. 

"We've hit some posts over the stretch here, but we've got to 
get them in the net," Brind'Amour said. "It's got to be better." 

Especially when the Rangers are converting on some of their 
chances. 

Mika Zibanejad made it 1-0 with a power-play goal in the first 
period of Game 3, a 3-1 win for New York, and Frank 
Vatrano scored on the man-advantage to make it 1-0 in the 
first period of Game 4.  

What's worse is that Vatrano's goal almost felt like a double 
whammy for the Hurricanes because an instigator penalty on 
Steven Lorentz resulted in the Rangers power play. 

The penalty came after New York defenseman Jacob Trouba 
laid a hard hit on Carolina forward Max Domi in front of the 
penalty boxes at 11:35. Lorentz then skated across the ice to 
engage Trouba and got two minutes for instigating, five for 
fighting and a 10-minute misconduct. 

"I don't think he was going in there to fight, he's never fought 
anybody before," Brind'Amour said. "Just sticking up for his 
teammates, which you like, but just can't take a penalty 
there." 

Jordan Staal said the Hurricanes have to do a better job of 
keeping their emotions in check so they can get to their 
game. 

"We started to do that in the second and third," said Staal, 
Carolina's captain. "But you give teams like that a goal like 
that and a couple goals to start is never a recipe for 
success." 

Adam Fox scored on a deflection 2:11 after Vatrano's goal to 
put the Rangers ahead 2-0, and with the way Shesterkin has 
been playing, the game almost felt out of reach at that point 
for the Hurricanes. 

"We kind of did it to ourselves a little bit in the first," 
Brind'Amour said. "We got kind of playing again, but by then 
it's too late. Give them two, it's tough to come back." 

It was impossible last year against Lightning, and the 
Hurricanes are trying to remain upbeat that the same thing 
won't end their season this year. 

Luckily, Game 5 of the best-of-7 series will be in Carolina on 
Thursday, where the Hurricanes are 6-0 this postseason, 
including a 2-1 overtime win in Game 1 and a 2-0 win in 
Game 2 against the Rangers. 

"I'm confident that eventually they're going to find a way into 
the back of the net," Aho said. "Maybe as a forward group 
we can do a little better to be in his eyes. There are still loose 
pucks out there for second and third [chances] and dirty 
goals. You get one of those you get confidence, and all of a 
sudden you get all kinds of goals. I'm confident that this 
group can score enough goals to win hockey games." 

If they don't, it really will be deja vu for the Hurricanes. 
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Trouba hit on Domi sets tone for Rangers in Game 4 win 

By Jon Lane  

NEW YORK -- Jacob Trouba had his sights set on Max Domi 
attempting to play the puck at the red line near the boards. 
Once the New York Rangers defenseman leveled the 
Carolina Hurricanes forward, the complexion of Game 4 of 
the Eastern Conference Second Round was altered. 

The Trouba hit and the goal the Rangers scored on the 
resulting power play helped New York to a 4-1 win at 
Madison Square Garden and evened the best-of-7 series. 
Game 5 is at Carolina on Thursday. 

After Trouba's hit at 11:38 of the first period, Hurricanes 
forward Steven Lorentz came to Domi's defense and was 
given an instigating minor, a five-minute major and 10-minute 
misconduct at 11:38. Trouba was also assessed a five-
minute fighting major, but the Rangers got the man-
advantage and Frank Vatrano scored for a 1-0 lead at 13:31. 

"It was a big hit and obviously it changed the course of the 
game a little bit, with them taking that penalty," New York 
forward Andrew Copp said. 

Copp had an assist on Vatrano's goal and finished with three 
points (one goal, two assists). 

Carolina coach Rod Brind'Amour said he was unhappy with 
Lorentz' decision. 

"Just can't take a penalty there," Brind'Amour said. "We gave 
them the power play there and that got them going right 
away. We kind of did it to ourselves a little bit in the first. We 
got kind of playing again, but by then it's too late. Give them 
two, it's tough to come back." 

Goals from Adam Fox and Mika Zibanejad gave the Rangers 
enough of a cushion to withstand the Hurricanes' push in the 

third period that included Teuvo Teravainen scoring at 6:33 
to deny Igor Shesterkin his first NHL postseason shutout. 

Copp's first goal and point of the series at 11:10 restored 
New York's three-goal lead. Carolina's attempt at damage 
control did not overcome goalie Antti Raanta's first bad goal-
against of these playoffs, his save on Ryan Lindgren slipping 
between his pads and Zibanejad poking in the rebound, or 
an interference penalty on defenseman Brendan Smith at 
17:59 of the second period taken out of pure frustration. 

It was the Rangers who played a smarter Game 4 while 
bringing the physicality with two minor penalties in 60 
minutes. 

"We're not out there trying to catch guys at all and we're not 
trying to play stupid or anything," Copp said. "We're just 
trying to finish our checks when we are there and play 
physical when we can and make smart decisions. At the end 
of the day, them taking the two-minute instigator changed the 
course of the game. We score on the power play and now it's 
1-0 and scoring first has been huge in this series. … It was a 
good hit. Their response warranted a penalty, and that was a 
big play in the game." 

Fox said scoring the first goal was key. 

"We were creating chances and got the lead and then didn't 
sit back on that. I think we created a lot more chances, didn't 
just sit back on our heels, get the puck out of the zone and 
live to see another shift," Fox said. "When you're up 3-0, the 
other team is going to push a little, create chances, and they 
did that, and we got the saves when we needed it. But 
overall, it seemed like every line was able to create chances, 
was able to give the team a spark if we needed it. I definitely 
say it was one of the more complete efforts we've had." 
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3 Keys: Hurricanes at Rangers, Game 4 of Eastern Second Round 

By Dan Rosen  

(1M) Hurricanes at (2M) Rangers 

7 p.m. ET; ESPN, SNO, SNE, SNP, TVAS 

Hurricanes lead best-of-7 series 2-1 

The New York Rangers have an opportunity to come back 
from being two games down for the second time in as many 
rounds when they play Game 4 of the Eastern Conference 
Second Round against the Carolina Hurricanes at Madison 
Square Garden on Tuesday. 

Carolina won Games 1 and 2 at home, but the Rangers won 
3-1 in Game 3 in New York on Sunday. 

New York came back from down 3-1 in the first round against 
the Pittsburgh Penguins, including come-from-behind wins in 
Games 5, 6 and 7. 

"We've done it all year," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. 
"It's been part of our DNA. That's what we do. I like the way 
we battle back. We compete hard. Most teams at this time of 
the year when you're playing, that's the type of team you 
have. Nobody is going to give up and roll over." 

The Hurricanes are 0-4 on the road win during the Stanley 
Cup Playoffs and one problem has been special teams. 

Carolina is 68.4 percent (13-for-19) on the penalty kill and 
5.3 percent (1-for-19) with a shorthanded goal against on the 
power play on the road in the playoffs. The Rangers scored a 
power-play goal and the Hurricanes were 0-for-3 with the 
man-advantage in Game 3. 

At home, where the Hurricanes are 6-0, they are 94.1 
percent (16-for-17) with a shorthanded goal on the penalty 
kill and 16.7 percent (4-for-24) on the power play. 

"Obviously special teams have not been a huge positive for 
us thus far," Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole said. "And 
obviously we know that and we're trying to swing that in our 
favor." 

The Hurricanes are 6-3 all time when leading a best-of-7 
series 2-1, including 5-2 when starting at home. The Rangers 
are 11-23 all time when trailing 2-1 in a best-of-7 series, 5-19 
when starting on the road. 

Here are 3 keys to Game 4: 

1. IGOR'S ENCORE 

If the Rangers want to push for more offense, which was a 
focus of Game 3 and likely will be in Game 4, they know 
there is a risk in allowing the Hurricanes scoring chances. 
That happened in Game 3, but goalie Igor Shesterkin was 
there to be the difference maker. 

Shesterkin made 43 saves, his playoff high for a game that 
ended in regulation. 

"Our goalie did his job again, like he always does, and we're 
back in the series," Gallant said. 

The Rangers likely will need Shesterkin to be their best 
player again. He has been for the past six games, going 4-2 
with a 2.14 goals-against average and .935 save percentage. 

2. HURRICANES NEW-LOOK TOP POWER-PLAY UNIT 

The Hurricanes showcased a slight change to their struggling 
top power-play unit in practice Monday, moving forward Nino 
Niederreiter into a net-front role and dropping forward Teuvo 
Teravainen to the second unit. 

The idea is to give the first group more of a net-front 
presence, which it did not have during the first three games 
with Teravainen, Sebastian Aho, Vincent Trocheck and Seth 
Jarvis the forwards on it, along with defenseman Tony 
DeAngelo. 

Niederreiter is 6-foot-2, 218 pounds. 

"Big guy," Brind'Amour said. "We know we've got to get 
traffic to score on this guy [Shesterkin]. If he's going to see it 
he's going to save it. I mean, he's world-class and that's part 
of it. So that's part of putting a bigger guy there. It's flipping 
units and trying to get a different look for us." 

3. FACE-OFFS 

The Hurricanes have dominated the Rangers in the face-off 
circle, a big reason why they've had the puck more during 
the series. 

Carolina has won 58.1 percent of face-offs during the series. 
Gallant talks a lot about the importance of defensive-zone 
face-offs; the Hurricanes have won 63.6 percent (42 of 66) in 
their defensive zone and 55.4 percent (36 of 65) in the 
Rangers defensive zone. 

The Hurricanes also have won seven of 11 face-offs when 
killing a penalty. 

Trocheck (67.5 percent) and Jordan Staal (67.2 percent) 
have been particularly dominant, combining to win 66 of 98 
face-offs. 

Brind'Amour, though, said what the Hurricanes do after the 
face-off matters more to him than actually winning the face-
off. 

"Knowing what you're doing if you lose it, making sure you've 
got the coverage," he said. "Every team wants to start with 
the puck, but it's always what happens after, winning it and 
losing it, that's important." 

He said the Hurricanes have been good in that department 
too. 

"I don't have an issue with anything that's gone on there," 
Brind'Amour said. 

STATUS REPORT 

Andersen took part in practice Monday for the first time since 
the goalie was injured April 16. He also took part in the 
morning skate Tuesday, sharing a net with Kochetkov, the 
expected backup. … The Rangers are expected to use the 
same lineup from their 3-1 win in Game 3 on Sunday, 
although the line combinations could be changed.
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Hurricanes, Rangers face off with series tied 2-2 

New York Rangers (52-24-6, second in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

Raleigh, North Carolina; Thursday, 7 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Hurricanes -145, Rangers 
+122; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS SECOND ROUND: Series tied 2-2 

BOTTOM LINE: The New York Rangers visit the Carolina 
Hurricanes for game five of the second round of the NHL 
Playoffs with the series tied 2-2. The teams meet Tuesday 
for the sixth time this season. The Rangers won 4-1 in the 
last matchup. 

Carolina is 54-20-8 overall with a 13-8-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division games. The Hurricanes have a +77 
scoring differential, with 277 total goals scored and 200 given 
up. 

New York is 52-24-6 overall with a 14-8-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division games. The Rangers have allowed 204 
goals while scoring 250 for a +46 scoring differential. 

TOP PERFORMERS: Andrei Svechnikov has scored 30 
goals with 39 assists for the Hurricanes. Sebastian Aho has 
four goals and four assists over the last 10 games. 

Artemi Panarin has 22 goals and 74 assists for the Rangers. 
Chris Kreider has scored five goals with one assist over the 
past 10 games. 

LAST 10 GAMES: Hurricanes: 5-5-0, averaging 2.5 goals, 
4.2 assists, 4.9 penalties and 11.3 penalty minutes while 
giving up 2.4 goals per game. 

Rangers: 6-3-1, averaging 3.3 goals, 5.6 assists, 3.7 
penalties and 7.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.8 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: out (lower-body), 
Frederik Andersen: out (lower body), Jake Gardiner: out 
(hip/back). 

Rangers: Barclay Goodrow: out (lower body), Sammy Blais: 
out for season (lower body). 
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Rangers power past Hurricanes 4-1 in Game 4 to even series 

By Vin A. Cherwoo 

NEW YORK (AP) — The New York Rangers got the kind of 
strong, all-around effort from the start they needed and 
stormed past the Carolina Hurricanes. 

Andrew Copp had a goal and two assists, and Frank Vatrano 
and Adam Fox each had a goal and an assist as the 
Rangers beat the Hurricanes 4-1 in Game 4 Tuesday night, 
evening the second-round series. 

Mika Zibanejad also scored, Ryan Lindgren had two assists 
and Igor Shesterkin stopped 30 shots for the Rangers, who 
won their fifth straight at home in the postseason. In the 
series, New York won two at home after opening with two 
losses at Carolina. 

“Everyone’s kind of contributing and has been over the 
course of the playoffs,” Copp said. “It’s not just one line, one 
D-pairing, it’s throughout the lineup. ... Just trying to build off 
some of the momentum we’ve created these last two 
games.” 

The Rangers have won two straight against the Hurricanes 
after losing eight of the previous nine meetings, including a 
three-game sweep in the qualifying round of the 2020 playoff 
bubble and three of four in the regular season.  

“We’re confident,” Copp said. “We get two games where we 
win, we play well, we give up two goals total. Now the 
reverse of the talk of you guys is on them now. We just got to 
kind of block all that out and stay with our game. Guys are 
feeling better about themselves and we got to ride this 
momentum into Carolina.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant liked what he saw from his 
team, calling it ‘close’ to one of the most complete games by 
his team this postseason. 

“We had a little bit of a letdown in part of the second and little 
bit in the third, too,” he said. “But for the most part we did a 
real good job.” 

Teuvo Teravainen scored and Antti Raanta finished with 24 
saves for the Hurricanes, who fell to 0-5 on the road in the 
postseason to go along with their 6-0 mark at home. 

Carolina has scored just six goals in the series, including one 
in each of the last two games. The Hurricanes were 0 for 2 
on the power play to fall to 0 for 9 against the Rangers. 

“I am confident eventually they are going to find their way to 
the back of the net,” Carolina’s Sebastian Aho said. “We just 
have to find ways to score. We got to score on the power 
play.” 

Game 5 is in Raleigh, North Carolina, on Thursday night, and 
Game 6 at Madison Square Garden on Saturday. 

Teravainen spoiled Shesterkin’s shutout bid when he scored 
his third of the playoffs at 6:33 of the third, pulling the 
Hurricanes within 3-1. However, Copp scored from the right 
side with just under nine minutes remaining. 

There was more pushing and shoving between players in the 
closing seconds of the game, with the Rangers’ Ryan 
Reaves and Carolina’s Max Domi being separated by 
officials as they exchanged words. 

Trailing 2-0, Carolina got its first power play midway through 
the second period, but couldn’t convert. About a minute into 
the Hurricanes’ advantage, the Rangers had a 2-on-1, short-
handed chance but Raanta made a sprawling save on 
Zibanejad.  

The Rangers pushed their lead to 3-0 with 3:12 left in the 
middle period as Lindgren fired a shot that Raanta stopped. 
However, as the puck trickled through his pads, Zibanejad 
swooped in behind him and knocked it in for his fifth of the 
playoffs. 

Shesterkin made a spectacular glove save going from right 
to left on Brett Pesce 1:20 into the game on the Hurricanes’ 
first shot on goal, drawing a big roar from the home crowd 
that was buzzing even before the puck drop. 

The Rangers were unhappy with a fight that broke out at the 
end of Game 3 on Sunday between Lindgren and Domi. New 
York coach Gerard Gallant was also seen yelling at 
Hurricanes defenseman Tony DeAngelo. 

In this one, Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba delivered a 
hard hit on Domi along the side boards as the Hurricanes 
forward was falling to the ice. Carolina’s Steven Lorentz 
skated into Trouba and the two dropped gloves with less 
than 8 1/2 minutes left in the first. Lorentz drew a 10-minute 
misconduct and a minor for instigating in addition to the 
fighting majors he and Trouba received. 

Vatrano took advantage as he fired a one-timer off a pass 
from Copp past Raanta with 6:29 left. It was his third of the 
playoffs. 

Fox made it 2-0 just 2:11 later as he deflected a shot by 
Lindgren from the top of the left circle past Raanta. 

Minutes later, DeAngelo — the target of several derisive 
chants from Rangers fans in the opening period — and 
Reaves were separated as they were jawing at each other. 

RECORDS 

The Rangers’ five straight home playoff wins matched a 
franchise record accomplished four times previously. The 
last was during their Stanley Cup championship run in 1994. 

CLIMBING LISTS 

Aho got his 26th career postseason assist, breaking a tie 
with Ron Francis for the most in franchise history. His 44th 
postseason point moved him past Eric Staal into sole 
possession of the top of the franchise scoring list. ... 
Teravainen got his 19th goal to move past Francis into sole 
possession of fifth place in franchise playoff history. His 42nd 
point tied Kevin Dineen for the fifth-most points in franchise 
playoff history. 
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2022 Stanley Cup playoffs: Takeaways after four games in each second-round series 

By Kristen Shilton and Greg Wyshynski 

We're past the halfway point of each second-round series in 
the 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs, and one conference 
semifinalist has already begun its offseason, as the 
Presidents' Trophy-winning Florida Panthers were swept by 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

What have the first four games of each series taught us? 
And how will those lessons impact the rest of the round and 
beyond? 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are the team to beat 

If the Lightning weren't favored to three-peat as Stanley Cup 
champs going into the playoffs, they might be now. Tampa 
Bay dismantled the Florida Panthers in a second-round 
series sweep that was impressive for how effortless it 
appeared. The Lightning are headed for their third straight 
Eastern Conference finals appearance and sixth in eight 
years. Few teams in this era can sustain that kind of success 
season over season. Tampa Bay is doing it before our eyes. 

The real revelation in the series against Florida, though, was 
Lightning netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy. His stunning play 
(.981 save percentage, 0.75 goals against average, capped 
off by a shutout in Game 4) defied superlatives. The 
Panthers averaged more regular-season goals (4.11 per 
game) than anyone, and Vasilevskiy made them look feeble 
as Tampa Bay outscored them 13-3. That dominance by 
Vasilevskiy wasn't guaranteed, either, after how he played in 
the first-round matchup against Toronto. His numbers there 
through six games (.885 SV%, 3.37 GAA) were average, but 
in Game 7, he rose to the occasion (30 saves, .968 SV%) 
and pushed Tampa Bay through. 

The Lightning will face New York or Carolina next. It's an 
unenviable assignment for either of them. The Lightning 
have only gotten stronger in this postseason. The limit to 
their potential might not exist. -- Shilton 

Igor! [clap clap] 

Hey, remember the opening round of the Eastern 
Conference playoffs between the New York Rangers and the 
Pittsburgh Penguins? Remember when Igor Shesterkin, the 
favorite to win the Vezina Trophy as the NHL's top 
goaltender, was pulled twice? Remember how he gave up 
three or more goals in six of the seven games they played? 

If you don't, that's OK. The Rangers goalie has done 
everything he can against Carolina to make you forget those 
opening-round struggles ever happened. 

Shesterkin has stopped 117 of 122 shots he has faced 
against the Hurricanes, good for a .959 save percentage. 
That included his 73 saves on 75 shots in two home victories 
at Madison Square Garden, to the delight of Rangers fans 
who chanted his name after saves (and opposing goals) for 
encouragement. He hasn't been perfect -- no doubt he'd like 

that Nino Niederreiter backhand goal from Game 3 back -- 
but he has been good enough that the Hurricanes are still 
trying to convince themselves they can beat him. 

"I'm confident that eventually they're going to find the back of 
the net. Maybe as a forward group we can do a little better to 
be in his eyes and get to loose pucks out there," Hurricanes 
center Sebastian Aho said after Game 4. "Dirty goals. You 
get one of those, you get confidence -- and all of a sudden, 
you get all kinds of goals." -- Wyshynski 

Shesterkin makes a brilliant kick save to keep Carolina 
scoreless 

Igor Shesterkin stretches out his leg to deny the Hurricanes 
in the second period. 

Carolina is playing with fire 

The Hurricanes are a great team (obviously). But they're 
trending into dangerous territory against the Rangers. 
Winning the series' first two games at home was a strong 
start, and Carolina did it thanks to key goals from depth 
contributors Ian Cole (with the Game 1 overtime winner) and 
Brendan Smith (with the opening salvo in a 2-0 Game 2 
victory). 

Unlikely heroes are a hallmark of successful postseason 
teams. But Carolina will need more out of its top guys too, as 
evidenced by their too-quiet sticks when the series shifted to 
New York. The Hurricanes blew into Manhattan and dropped 
consecutive games, moving to 0-5 on the road in this 
postseason and heading home to Raleigh with the series 
knotted 2-2. Carolina was outscored 7-2 on aggregate in 
Games 3 and 4, and their misfiring power play (0-for-12 in 
the team's past five games) remains an issue. Aho and 
Teuvo Teravainen combined for one goal in Games 3 and 4; 
Niederreiter had the other. But the Hurricanes never seemed 
to fire on all cylinders. 

Given Carolina hasn't yet lost at home in the postseason (6-
0) and it still owns home-ice advantage in this series, it would 
be easy for the Canes to get complacent. Carolina held the 
Rangers to only one goal in Games 1 and 2 and could 
potentially shut them down again. But the heat is rising in this 
second-round matchup after the nastiness of Game 3. It's all 
proper fodder for the Rangers to steal one on the road now 
and put Carolina on the ropes. -- Shilton 

The goals continue to flow 

Don't let the defensive grind of the Rangers vs. Hurricanes 
series fool you: The 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs continue to 
mimic the regular season's extraordinary offensive pace. 

The Stanley Cup playoffs are now averaging 6.27 goals 
through 67 games. That puts the postseason on pace to be 
the highest-scoring one since the 1995 tournament (6.36 
goals per game), which was played after a lockout-shortened 
season. 
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An average of 6.3 goals per game were scored this regular 
season, the highest since 1995-96 (also 6.3). 

All of that scoring has come at the expense of close finishes; 
there have been only 10 overtime games through the first 
two rounds. Last postseason, there were 16 overtime games 
in just the first round. -- Wyshynski 

Ville Husso had better step up 

St. Louis' supposed goaltender of the future is dangerously 
close to a freefall. After taking over the Blues' starting job 
from Jordan Binnington and posting terrific stats to end the 
regular season (9-1-2, .913 SV%, 2.88 GAA), Husso has 
been awful since a Game 1 win over the Minnesota Wild in 
the Blues' first-round series. He followed that performance by 
allowing nine goals combined in St. Louis' next two games 
(.847 SV%) and was replaced by Binnington in Game 4. 

St. Louis rallied around Binnington and pulled through to the 
second round against Colorado. Then Binnington was injured 
in Game 3 and won't be back for this series. Husso has the 
Blues' crease again, and the results since he stepped in 
have been poor: 0-2, .847 SV%, 4.99 GAA. Ouch. 

The Avalanche are up 3-1 on the Blues in the series. It would 
take the best of everything St. Louis has to beat the Western 
Conference's top team three straight times and advance. 
And what Husso is showing doesn't reach that level. For the 
Blues to have a chance, their rookie netminder must channel 
whatever made him so spectacular for large swathes of the 
regular season. -- Shilton 

Avalanche more than MacKinnon, Makar 

The Colorado Avalanche have managed to push the St. 
Louis Blues to the brink of elimination without a goal from 
Nathan MacKinnon and just two points from Cale Makar. 
That should scare the daylights out of the remaining teams in 
the Western Conference. 

Consider how the Avs steamrolled the Nashville Predators in 
the opening round of the playoffs. MacKinnon had six goals. 
Makar had 10 points, the most in NHL history by a 
defenseman through four games in a postseason. But 
against the Blues, it has been a different story. MacKinnon 
has seen copious amounts of St. Louis defensive ace Ryan 
O'Reilly. He has managed to pick up assists in three of the 
four games but hasn't been able to tally a goal despite taking 
17 shots. Makar had nine shots in the first two games in 
Denver but managed only two in the past two games in St. 
Louis. Still, he picked up assists in both of those games. 

Again, the fact that Colorado hasn't really needed them is 
absolutely frightening. They had a hat trick and an assist 
from Nazem Kadri in Game 4. They had two goals from 
deadline pickup Artturi Lehkonen in Game 3. In their Game 1 
overtime win, it was defenseman Josh Manson getting the 
game winner in overtime. 

The mark of a championship-caliber team is the ability to win 
even if its stars aren't shining the brightest. In Round 2, the 
Avalanche have that mark. -- Wyshynski 

The Battle of Alberta needs some bite 

The best thing about an Edmonton-Calgary matchup is the 
torrid history between their teams. That was on full display in 

Games 1 and 2. The Flames asserted themselves physically, 
drawing Edmonton into an uncomfortable position and 
reaping the benefits. Something shifted for Calgary after its 
loss in Game 2, though. Edmonton came back from a 2-0 
deficit, scored late in the third while short-handed to break a 
3-3 tie and wound up winning 5-3. 

The Flames haven't looked quite the same since. There's 
less edge to their game, like they are trying to match the 
Oilers' skill instead of challenging it. Edmonton looks 
comfortable, and that's not going to help the Flames attempt 
to overcome a 3-1 hole in the series. 

And then there's Calgary's goaltending. Jacob Markstrom 
has been inexplicably inconsistent, producing periods of 
brilliance (like a 21-save effort in the opening 20 minutes of 
Game 3, or a clean sheet in the second frame of Game 4) 
followed by costly mistakes uncharacteristic of a Vezina 
Trophy finalist. Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Evander 
Kane combined for 16 points in Games 3 and 4 at home. The 
entire Oilers offense is rolling. Markstrom has been getting 
beaten cleanly, and he's occasionally hurting his cause by 
trying to play the puck (including a gaffe that directly resulted 
in a goal 21 seconds into Game 4). 

The Flames battled back to tie Game 4 but couldn't keep the 
momentum going to get the win. That's twice in the series 
they've been knotted in the third and come up short. 

The parades to the penalty box that marked this series early 
on are gone, but with them has gone too much of the 
physicality that makes Calgary great. The Flames will need 
to flex some muscle if they want to extend this series any 
longer. -- Shilton 

The floppy cats 

Can we blame the "Presidents' Trophy Curse" for the Florida 
Panthers' second-round exit, as they were swept away by 
the Tampa Bay Lightning? 

In the past decade, there has been only one team that had 
the regular season's best record and won the Stanley Cup: 
the 2012-13 Chicago Blackhawks. Since the salary cap was 
instituted after the 2005 lockout, only the Blackhawks and 
the 2007-08 Detroit Red Wings won both the Presidents' 
Trophy and the Stanley Cup in the same season. In fact, 
those two teams and the 2014-15 New York Rangers are the 
only Presidents' Trophy winners to play in a conference final 
-- everyone else bowed out earlier. 

But if we're not citing the supernatural for the Cats' demise, 
what then? Obviously, the offense is to blame. Florida 
averaged 2.3 goals per game in the playoffs, down from 4.11 
goals per game in the regular season, which was the highest 
for any team since the 1995-96 season. The source of much 
of that frustration was the power play, which went from fifth in 
the league (24.4%) to last in the playoffs (a miserable 3.2%), 
with one goal in 31 power-play opportunities. 

It looked like interim coach Andrew Brunette was headed 
toward a multiyear extension before the playoffs started. 
Was winning a playoff round before getting swept by a two-
time Stanley Cup champion enough to earn him that? 
Meanwhile, the Panthers will have to take stock of what 
worked and what didn't in the playoffs. Are the changes they 
have to make personnel-oriented, or were their goal-scoring 
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woes an indication that something stylistically doesn't 
translate from the regular season to the playoffs? -- 
Wyshynski 

 

Carolina Hurricanes 'go back home and regroup' after fifth road playoff loss evens series at 
2-2 

By Greg Wyshynski 

The Carolina Hurricanes remained winless on the road in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs, losing 4-1 to the New York Rangers on 
Tuesday as their second-round series was knotted up at 2-2. 

Carolina lost all three road games at Boston in the first 
round, and then dropped Games 3 and 4 at Madison Square 
Garden, squandering a 2-0 series lead. 

The Hurricanes have been like two different playoff teams, 
depending on the location of the game. In Raleigh, they're 6-
0 with a plus-15 goal differential, as their defense has limited 
opponents to 1.17 goals per game. On the road, they're 0-5 
with a minus-13 goal differential, with a 4.20 goals-against 
average per game. 

"We know we have a fifth game ahead of us at home. That's 
all we think about," center Sebastian Aho said. "We want to 
win that hockey game and move on." 

Carolina's road futility has reached historic proportions. The 
Hurricanes became just the second team in NHL history to 
have the home team win in the first 11 games of a 
postseason, along with the 1962 Toronto Maple Leafs. No 
Stanley Cup champion in NHL history has lost its first five 
road playoff games in a postseason. 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour said his team's start doomed them. 
They handed the Rangers an early power play on a Seth 
Jarvis tripping penalty that gave New York momentum. At 
11:38 of the first, forward Steven Lorentz earned an 
instigator penalty for a fight against Rangers defenseman 
Jacob Trouba, who leveled forward Max Domi with a check. 
Frank Vatrano scored on the ensuing power play. 
Defenseman Adam Fox added a goal just 2:11 later for the 
2-0 lead. 

"To me, the start is what did it to us," Brind'Amour said. "We 
did it to ourselves in the first. We got kind of playing again, 
but by then it was too late. You get down two, it's tough to 
come back." 

New York goaltender Igor Shesterkin made 30 saves and 
ended up stopping 72 of 74 shots he faced in Games 3 and 
4. 

"I'm confident that eventually they're going to find the back of 
the net. Maybe as a forward group, we can do a little better 
to be in his eyes and get to loose pucks out there," Aho said. 
"Dirty goals. You get one of those, you get confidence and all 
of a sudden you get all kinds of goals." 

They couldn't find more than one goal in Game 4, as Teuvo 
Teravainen scored 6:33 into the third period for their lone 
goal. The Carolina power play continued its futility, now 
having failed to convert on 21 of 22 chances on the road. 

Before the game, Carolina defenseman Ian Cole downplayed 
the notion that the team's road woes were weighing on them. 

"I don't think it's on our mind that we haven't won in the 
postseason on the road. I think it's more the fact that we 
squandered some opportunities in the Boston series. Last 
game, we were in a pretty decent spot and squandered that 
opportunity as well," he said. "I think everyone is aware that 
we need to put a stranglehold on this series. There's a sense 
of urgency and a sense of desperation that we don't want to 
put ourselves in the same situation as with Boston." 

Yet there they are, having squandered a 2-0 series lead and 
now looking at a best-of-three series. 

Luckily for the Hurricanes, and perhaps unfortunately for the 
Rangers, two of those games are in Raleigh. 

"Go back home and regroup," center Jordan Staal said. 
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Instigator call the turning point in Rangers' Game 4 win over Hurricanes 

By Mike Johnston 

Yep. They picked up right where they left off. 

Game 3 between the New York Rangers and Carolina 
Hurricanes ended with tensions high and there was some 
obvious carryover into Tuesday’s Game 4 at Madison 
Square Garden that saw the Blue Shirts even the series with 
a 4-1 victory. 

Whistles were few and far in between during a frenetic first 
half of the opening period as both teams traded chances. 
The Rangers controlled much of the high-paced action and 
eventually began winning more puck battles than the 
Hurricanes. 

Then the key turning point of Game 4 occurred. 

Jacob Trouba absolutely walloped Max Domi near the 
penalty boxes with a hard hit at the 11:38 mark. 

Steven Lorentz was in the vicinity when the open-ice hit was 
delivered. Instead of merely taking Trouba’s number, Lorentz 
immediately came to the defence of his teammate and 
dropped the mitts with Trouba in a rare playoff scrap. 

Trouba unquestionably contacted Domi’s head, just as the 
Hurricanes' forward's feet were sliding out from beneath him 
mind you, yet the officials deemed it a clean hit. 

The sequence resulted in an instigator call on Lorentz. 

Carolina's bench, plus head coach Rod Brind'Amour, were 
visibly upset when Trouba only received five for fighting. 

Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant told the broadcast at the 
first intermission "it was a great hit" before adding "Domi had 
his head down a little bit." 

Domi, of course, was involved in the rough stuff at the end of 
that heated Game 3 over the weekend. 

The instigator call certainly seemed to affect the Hurricanes 
on the penalty kill and the Rangers capitalized with Lorentz 
in his team’s locker room as part of the 2-5-10 he was 
assessed. 

Carolina was relatively sloppy while a man down and a 
turnover in their own end led to a missed opportunity to clear 
the zone. That led to Adam Fox patiently making a cross-ice 
saucer pass to Andrew Copp who neatly slide the puck to 
Frank Vatrano and the winger beat Antti Raanta low glove to 
open the scoring. 

Brind'Amour, while wanting his players to be more 
disciplined, was fairly subdued in his post-game comments. 
He did mention he thought Trouba should've been given a 
cross-checking minor for getting his stick up on Lorentz prior 
to the brief punch-up. 

"We’re not out there to catch guys (with their heads down) or 
play stupid or anything like that," Copp said of Trouba’s hit 
after the game. "We’re just trying to finish our checks when 

we’re there and play physical when we can and make smart 
decisions. At the end of the day, them taking the two minutes 
changed the course of the game. … It’s not headhunting at 
all. It’s a good hit and their response warranted a penalty." 

Copp added his second assist of the period moments later 
when Fox, who leapfrogged Cale Makar for the active post-
season lead in points among blueliners, tipped in his fourth 
of the playoffs on a Ryan Lindgren shot. 

Lindgren, who has been excellent for the Rangers since 
returning to the lineup, was named the second star thanks to 
his two-assist night. Copp and Vatrano, both acquired in 
March trades, were named first and third stars of the game, 
respectively. 

While there’s plenty of blame to go around on the Carolina 
side of the equation, Raanta’s performance is not why the 
series is even as it shifts back to PNC Arena. 

Raanta did allow four goals on 28 shots, sure, however he 
also made a handful of highlight-reel saves to keep his team 
in it. 

Alexis Lafreniere and Artemi Panarin were both separately 
stopped by Raanta on breakaway backhand deke attempts 
and he flashed the leather on Chris Kreider, yet his best of 
the night was against Mika Zibanejad. 

The bigger concern for Carolina continued to be the 
lacklustre power play. It was only 5-for-43 in the playoffs 
prior to Game 4 where the issues persisted. 

Carolina didn't have trouble entering the zone when a man 
up. It’s just they couldn't do much beyond moving the puck 
around the perimeter once the zone was established. 

Their first man advantage of Game 4 occurred midway 
through the second period although the best scoring chance 
and only shot on goal during that PP was generated by the 
Rangers. 

Brind'Amour's group couldn’t get anything going with 
Lafreniere in the box serving a goalie interference minor 
early in the final frame either and they finished the night 0-
for-2. 

The Hurricanes were down by three goals heading into the 
third period and to say putting three behind Ilya Shesterkin in 
a single period is a tall task would be an understatement. 

The soon-to-be Vezina Trophy winner had his shutout bid 
ended by Teuvo Teravainen in the third but that's all Carolina 
could muster. 

Brind'Amour didn’t even bother pulling his goalie in the final 
few minutes with the score 4-1. 

There was some more pushing and shoving at the final horn 
with Ryan Reeves giving Domi the business – which was 
likely more fallout from the Game 3 rough stuff – but nothing 
escalated further. 
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The Hurricanes are winless on the road this post-season but 
perfect at home so they’ll appreciate Game 5 is scheduled 
for Thursday in Raleigh, N.C. 

This series is now officially a best-of-three. 

 

 

Rangers get even in Game 4 win; another big Trouba hit 

By Adam Gretz  

Say this for the New York Rangers: they do not go away 
without a fight, and they do not care what you think of them 
or their chances. 

With their 4-1 win over the Carolina Hurricanes on Tuesday 
night they have drawn even in their Second Round series 
after winning both games at Madison Square Garden. They 
will now play a pivotal Game 5 in Carolina on Thursday night. 

They jumped on Carolina early on Tuesday with a pair of first 
period goals and then allowed Igor Shesterkin to slam the 
door shut and even the series. This is now the second series 
in a row the Rangers looked done early, facing a two game 
deficit, only to come back. 

A few thoughts on this one. 

Another big Jacob Trouba hit 

Jacob Trouba has developed quite a reputation for 
controversial big hits in recent years, and he added another 
one to the list on Tuesday night in Game 4 of the New York 
Rangers-Carolina Hurricanes series. 

Midway through the first period Trouba delivered a massive 
hit to Carolina’s Max Domi in the neutral zone that kicked off 
a fight between Trouba and Carolina’s Steven Lorentz. 

Trouba was not penalized for the hit and given the way 
things have gone with the DoPS this postseason it seems 
unlikely any punishment is on the horizon. 

This was costly for Carolina because that sequence resulted 
in a Rangers power play that turned into a Frank Vatrano 
power play goal to start the scoring. 

Frederik Andersen time for Game 5? 

With Andersen sidelined for the entire postseason to this 
point Antti Raanta has been the Hurricanes starting goalie 
and played outstanding hockey to this point. But with 
Andersen inching his way back and the Hurricanes having 
now lost two games in a row it is worth wondering if they turn 
to Andersen in Game 5. He has been the Hurricanes best 
goalie all year and one of the best in the league. As good as 
Raanta has played this postseason you have to think 
Andersen will be back in as soon as he is ready. 

The good news for Carolina is the series shifts back to their 
building for Game 5 where they have been a different team 
this postseason. 

The bad news is the Rangers have clearly adjusted following 
a slow start in the series while Shesterkin is finding his 
game. 
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2022 NHL Playoffs: Hurricanes fall to 0-5 on the road this postseason after 4-1 loss to 
Rangers at MSG  

By Wajih AlBaroudi  

The Carolina Hurricanes have played at a Category 5 level at 
home during these Stanley Cup Playoffs, winning all six 
games at PNC Arena with a +15 goal differential. On the 
road, though, Carolina has been about as powerful as an 
afternoon drizzle, and the trend continued Tuesday.  

With a 4-1 loss to the New York Rangers at Madison Square 
Garden, the Hurricanes fell to 0-5 on the road this 
postseason. Carolina has been outscored by 13 over those 
games against the Boston Bruins and Rangers.  

Carolina has overcome its road woes by winning every single 
home game this postseason — a path, while unconventional, 
that could theoretically get the team to the Stanley Cup Final. 
As the Eastern Conference's No. 2 seed, the Hurricanes will 
have home-ice advantage through the conference final 
thanks to the top-seeded Florida Panthers' second-round 
flameout.  

The Hurricanes' home-road splits are baffling considering 
their regular-season record. Carolina went 25-14-2 on the 
road in 2021-22, tied with the Calgary Flames for the second 
best mark in the NHL. Only the Washington Capitals had a 
better road record at 25-10-6. 

In the first round, Carolina topped Boston in a seven-game 
series where the home team won every matchup. The 
Hurricanes proceeded to win their next two games against 
the Rangers at home, allowing only one goal in the process. 
But New York dominated Carolina in its first two games at 
MSG, collecting a goal differential of 7-2.  

The Hurricanes and Rangers will meet in Raleigh for Game 5 
on Thursday before heading back to New York for Game 6 
on Saturday.  If recent history is any indication, NHL fans 
should get ready for a Game 7 between the two at PNC 
Arena on Monday.  
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Canes lose on road yet again, series tied heading back to Raleigh 

By Ryan Henkel  

If you thought this series would be any different for the 
Carolina Hurricanes, you are sorely mistaken.  

In a direct mirror to what happened in the first round, the 
Hurricanes put together a 2-0 series lead and then 
subsequently lost the next two games on the road in 
demoralizing fashion.  

Maybe it would feel different if the power play could do 
anything — 0 for 2 tonight — or if the Canes’ forwards could 
generate consistent high-danger looks, but that hasn’t 
happened on the road. 

Sure, there have been close calls with missed shots and 
near-connections, but until those chances are going in, they 
don’t mean much of anything.  

The Hurricanes have been a team that is as different as night 
and day when at home or on the road, but lucky for them, 
they have home-ice advantage. 

The game had pace out of the gate, with Carolina looking 
like they had their legs under them, but an early penalty put 
them on their heels. 

They managed to kill that call, but it was clear that the 
Ranger’s power play was feeling confident. 

Then Max Domi got drilled by Jacob Trouba near the boards 
and Steven Lorentz came to his teammates defense and 
dropped the gloves. 

However, Lorentz was called for an instigator and New York 
scored on the power play.  

And soon after that, a comically bad failed clear led to Adam 
Fox deflecting in a Ryan Lindgren blast. 

And when you’re facing the likely Vezina winner in Igor 
Shesterkin, two goals looks like a much bigger mountain to 
climb. 

But the Hurricanes actually looked a lot better to start the 
second period.  

Teuvo Teravainen had a chance in the slot off a great feed 
by Seth Jarvis, but he couldn’t put enough behind it and 
Shesterkin sprawled out to make the save. And then Martin 
Necas had a wide-open cage on a cross-ice feed and he put 
it back across the crease. 

The chances to score were there, but Carolina just couldn’t 
capitalize. 

And then the Rangers did. 

A turnover leads to a 3-on-2 and Antti Raanta couldn’t hold 
onto the initial shot and nobody is there to help clean up the 
loose puck. 

Raanta was actually solid all game, stopping shorthanded 
looks in alone, breakaways and multiple dangerous shots, 
but he just wasn’t getting the support. 

Carolina did manage to get on the board midway through the 
third period as Teravainen sniped one home off a feed by 
Sebastian Aho. 

The sole bright spot of the night was that with that assist, 
Aho became the Hurricanes’ all-time leader in playoff points 
with 44.  

But any happy feelings were soon squashed by Andrew 
Copp scoring to restore the three-goal lead. 

And that’s how the game would end. 

Carolina now hopes that their home supremacy carries over 
into Game 5 on Thursday night at PNC Arena, because they 
have given no indication that they can win on the road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They Said It: Brind’Amour, Aho, Staal on another road loss 
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By Ryan Henkel  

The Carolina Hurricanes lost in Game 4 at MSG to the New 
York Rangers to see the series tied up 2-2. The Canes have 
won every game at home this postseason and lost every 
game on the road. 

They will have to hope that at least half of that trend will 
continue as they prepare for Game 5 on Thursday night at 
PNC Arena. 

After the game, head coach Rod Brind’Amour along with 
Sebastian Aho and Jordan Staal spoke with the media. 
Here’s what they had to say: 

*The media questions couldn’t be made out over the Zoom 
call, so here is just the responses that the coach and players 
gave. 

Rod Brind’Amour 

It was a tough first period for sure. We gave them the power 
play there and that got them going right away. They zipped it 
around pretty good there. We gave up a power play goal on 
the second one, but the first one was zipping it around too 
and had it in our zone the whole time. We had it two or three 
times, should have gotten it out. We kind of did it to 
ourselves a little bit in the first. We got kind of playing again, 
but by then it was too late. You give them two, it’s tough to 
come back. 

What are you going to say. I honestly didn’t look at it that 
closely. I know our guy comes in after the hit and I think 
they’re trying to do their job on that. That if there’s a good get 
hit, you shouldn’t come in and create something. I know he 
got cross-checked in the face pretty good when he came in, 
but whatever. It’s over.  

Don’t want to take a penalty. I don’t think he was going in 
there to fight. He’s never fought anybody before. It’s just 
sticking up for his teammates which we like, you just can’t 
take a penalty there. 

We had a lot of chances. What are you going to do. You 
have to keep getting the chances. I’m happy we’re at least 
creating some offense there. He’s playing well, you have to 
give him tons of credit. But to me, the start is what did it to 
us. 

It is tough. I think it feels exactly like last year against Tampa 
to be honest with you. Very similar. Where you’re just going 
and then you get a good chance and then, nope. Nothing. 
Good teams at this time of year, it’s what they have. And 
then the power play. It’s very eerily similar. We just have to 
find a way to fight through it, not take the unnecessary 
penalties. After the first, we played okay, but it was too late 
because we spotted them a couple. Then you’re just chasing 
the game. 

He’s been good. He’s been great. But a 20-year old can’t be 
your best player. That’s kind of what’s happening here. 
That’s not going to work. 

We hit the post right away and then Aho had a nice chance, 
but it’s clearly not good enough. We have to score. We’ve hit 

some posts over a stretch here, but we have to get them in 
the net. Have to be better for sure. 

I always play two units. I usually start one because they have 
a better faceoff guy on one than the other. But if you really 
break it down, we pretty much try to get two groups going. 

Sebastian Aho 

I’m confident that they’re eventually going to find their way 
into the back of the net. Maybe as a forward group we can 
do a little bit better to be in his eyes. You can still lose pucks 
out there and get to those second and thirds for dirty goals. If 
you get one of those, you get confidence and all of a sudden 
you’ve got all kinds of goals. I’m confident that this group can 
score enough goals to win hockey games. 

No. To be honest, I really don’t pay attention when I’m 
preparing for the game on who’s in the net. It’s more how to 
create those chances and sometimes the best ones are 
rebounds and quick one-tees. It’s not going to be always 
puck bardown on the rush. We just have to find ways to 
score. 

I mean we didn’t score, so. We have to score on the power 
play. But I think especially in the third period, on the second 
power play, we had some looks. I had one grade-A and I just 
have to be a little bit sharper there and put it in. 

We know we have a big game ahead of us at home and it’s 
all we think about. We want to win that hockey game and 
move on. 

Jordan Staal 

We obviously wanted to come here and wins some games. I 
honestly thought our last game was a little bit better than 
tonight. We go back home and regroup. 

Disappointing effort, especially today. But we have to 
regroup tomorrow and figure out what we’re doing wrong and 
have a better effort and go and win at home. 

They scored on the power play. If they didn’t it wouldn’t be as 
big of an impact, but the PK has to kill them. [Lorentz] did a 
good job sticking up for his teammate there, but it’s an 
unfortunate start to the game. We gave them a couple and 
we were chasing it from there. 

There was a few looks tonight, but with good goalies, just 
more traffic and more shots and more second chances 
around the net. Give them credit. They did a great job of 
staying in lanes and getting pucks out front. But we have to 
be grittier and harder around the net and get to those tough 
areas if we are going to find a way to beat them. 

I didn’t mind the hit. Obviously, [Lorentz] went after him.  

The way it unfolded was obviously worse than it could have 
been, but [Lorentz] did a great job of sticking up for his 
teammate, but as a group and especially on the road, we 
have to do a better job of keeping our emotions in check and 
really just get into our game. I thought we started to do that 
in the second and third, but giving teams like that, with a 
goalie like that, a couple of goals to start is never a good 
recipe for success. 
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Rangers tie series at two as Hurricanes fail again to win on the road  

By Rachel Umbach  

Whatever curse may have been placed over the Carolina 
Hurricanes prior to the 2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs made an 
appearance again as the team dropped a 4-1 game on the 
road to the New York Rangers to tie the series at two.  

Despite a couple of amazing saves by goaltender Antti 
Raanta, the Canes again struggled in New York and with 
their power play, unable to overcome Rangers goaltender 
Igor Shesterkin's 30-save performance.   

Perhaps the biggest takeaway from this matchup is the 
continued absence of the Hurricanes' leading scorers from 
the regular season on the road, including center Sebastian 
Aho, right wing Andrei Svechnikov and left wing Teuvo 
Teravainen.  

Aho, who led the team in goals throughout the regular 
season, has just one assist on the road this postseason, 
which came early in the third on a Teravainen goal. Speaking 
of Teravainen, his goal tonight was also his lone point on the 
road in this year's playoffs.  

Svechnikov has also been noticeably quiet since his two-goal 
game at Boston back on May 12. Together, Aho, Teravainen 
and Svechnikov had seven shots on goal in game four, but 
only one puck in the back of the net resulted from them.  

"I mean, we didn't score," said Aho. "We've gotta score on 
the power play. Especially on the third period power play we 
had some looks, and I had one I created. We just gotta be a 
little bit sharper there and bring it in."  

Raanta was tested early as center Seth Jarvis was called for 
a tripping penalty just 4:25 into the first period. 

While the Canes did kill that penalty, it was the start of a 
disastrous first period at Madison Square Garden which 
ended with a score of 2-0 Rangers.  

Just past the halfway mark of the first period, the Hurricanes 
were called for another group of penalties, all on center 
Steven Lorentz, who faced a two-minute instigator penalty, 

five-minute fighting penalty and a ten-minute misconduct 
penalty after defending center Max Domi, who took a hard hit 
to the head from New York's Jacob Trouba.  

Frank Vatrano slipped one past the Hurricanes' defense just 
two minutes later, and Adam Fox doubled that lead with less 
than five minutes left in the period as Carolina dug itself into 
a hole early.  

"It was a tough first period for us for sure," said Canes head 
coach Rod Brind'Amour. "Obviously we gave up a power 
play goal on the second one. The first one they were zipping 
it around, they had it in our zone the whole time… You give 
them two, it's tough to come back"   

Carolina's first test on the power play came around halfway 
through the second period on an interference penalty against 
the Rangers, but it was the home team who seemed to have 
the best chance to score in those two minutes.  

Mika Zibanejad, who was almost responsible for a 
shorthanded goal, found the back of the net just a few 
minutes later, putting the Rangers up 3-0 with less than five 
minutes left in the second period.  

Despite another power play opportunity just over three 
minutes into the third, it wouldn't be until the 6:33 mark that 
Teravainen finally put the Canes on the board, but it was too 
little too late for Carolina.  

An Andrew Copp snapshot gave the Rangers their three-goal 
lead back, which concluded the scoring in another 
disappointing night for the Hurricanes on the road.  

The series will return to PNC Arena for game five. Puck drop 
is scheduled for May 26 at 7 p.m. 

"We have a fifth game ahead of us at home," said Aho. 
"That's all we think about. We want to win that hockey game 
and move on."  
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https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261769512.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261737252.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261764207.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261737342.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261741377.html 

https://theathletic.com/3331597/2022/05/25/nhl-results-scores-9/ 
https://theathletic.com/3331901/2022/05/25/hurricanes-rangers-game-4-vibe-check/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/hurricanes-stay-winless-on-road-lose-to-rangers-in-game-4-to-even-series/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/rangers-even-series-with-4-1-win-over-hurricanes-in-game-4/20298576/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-new-york-evens-series-with-game-4-win/c-334280940 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-4-recap/c-334129272 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-offense-sputters-again-in-game-4/c-334299574 

https://www.nhl.com/news/trouba-hit-sets-tone-rangers-win-game-4/c-334301154 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-4-preview/c-334284528 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-north-carolina-hurricanes-hockey-3bba5925c9a246f7ad2c2649ae8613e5 
https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-antti-raanta-adam-fox-1d8a0c0a69814b2118b692d62bf1053c 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33980073/2022-stanley-cup-playoffs-takeaways-four-games-second-round-series 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33979870/carolina-hurricanes-go-back-home-regroup-fifth-road-playoff-loss-evens-series-2-2 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/flames-remain-remarkably-upbeat-despite-now-facing-elimination/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/24/rangers-get-even-in-game-4-win-another-big-trouba-hit/ 

https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-playoff-bracket-2022-updated-round-two-tv-schedule-how-to-watch-scores-highlights/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/24/23140643/carolina-hurricanes-lose-on-road-yet-again-series-tied-heading-back-to-raleigh-nhl-playoffs 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/24/23140698/they-said-it-brindamour-aho-staal-on-another-road-loss-carolina-hurricanes-nhl-playoffs 
https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/rangers-tie-series-at-two-as-hurricanes-fail-again-to-win-on-the-road/article_153ce7b6-dbdc-11ec-8061-

6b642b39822d.html 
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Frustration abounds as Hurricanes’ offense grinds away at nothing 
against the Rangers 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED MAY 24, 2022 11:05 PM 

 

NEW YORK-The frustration boiled over, visibly, when the normally mild-
mannered Jordan Staal followed referee Eric Furlatt half the length of the 
ice complaining that Andrei Svechnikov got the only penalty out of an 
altercation with Alexis Lafreniere. 

Staal isn’t often that emphatic or persistent, and the call itself was 
immaterial. The Hurricanes were down three goals in the third period, 
and very little in their play to that point suggested they were capable of 
closing the gap. It was a tangible manifestation of the Carolina 
Hurricanes’ inner turmoil that has very little to do with the New York 
Rangers, and everything to do with themselves. 

They have turned another 2-0 lead into another three-game series, what 
Ian Cole earlier Tuesday called squandering opportunities to put a 
“stranglehold” on the series. They did it against the Boston Bruins and 
they have done it, now, against the Rangers. And the root of their issues 

this time is the most basic in hockey: They’re just not finishing the 
chances they create. 

It’s the goals, stupid. 

Tuesday, that led to a 4-1 loss, and as easy as it would be to point to a 
bad start and another anemic effort on the power play, the reality is the 
Hurricanes had more than enough opportunities to score the goals that 
would have let them take control of the game and the series, and it was 
on them as much as it was on Igor Shesterkin. 

It wasn’t even that Shesterkin was that otherworldly. He was … good. He 
made some nice stops. He gave up some big rebounds the Hurricanes 
couldn’t reach. He was not spectacular — nor was he really asked to be. 

“I’m confident that eventually they’re going to find a way in the back of 
the net,” Sebastian Aho said. “Maybe in the forward group we can do a 
little better to be in his eyes. There’s still loose pucks out there for those 
second and thirds, dirty goals. You get one of those, you get confidence, 
and all of a sudden you get all kinds of goals.” 

There’s no getting around the fact that possession and chances and all of 
that is just smoke and mirrors without the goals to go with it. And while 
it’s possible to console oneself during the regular season that it will all 
even out in the wash, everyone knows there isn’t always enough time in 
the postseason. 

Because only one thing actually counts in this game, as much as we can 
detect trends and flow from crunching all the other numbers: Get it 
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across the line, and more often than the other guys. And for everything 
else the Hurricanes are doing right in this series, there’s not much you 
can do if that’s the battle you’re losing. 

The Hurricanes certainly lost other battles Tuesday night — the Rangers’ 
second goal, the real backbreaker, came after just about every player on 
the roster had a chance to clear — but when you’re just not scoring, it all 
comes down to that. 

It’s bad enough that the Hurricanes’ power play — one of the best in the 
NHL during the regular season — has turned into a net negative. But if 
the Hurricanes aren’t going to finish the chances they create at even 
strength, not only are they never going to win a playoff game on the road, 
they’re asking for trouble at home. 

And while that becomes one of those if-we-knew-what-was-wrong-we-
would-already-have-fixed-it issues, there are things that can be done. As 
married as Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour has been to his lines, 
there are situations that call for it, as a wake-up call as much as a 
strategy. The Hurricanes are almost too comfortable, secure in the 
knowledge that they’re following the game plan and winning analytically 
while losing on the ice. 

You can see that in a team that starts to second-guess its own 
goaltender, which is certainly not the case with Antti Raanta. But you can 
also see it in a team that starts mythologize the opposing goaltender, 
even entirely subconsciously. That certainly happened last year against 
Andrei Vasilevskiy, although the Hurricanes were neither the first nor the 
last to find themselves in that particular predicament. 

Given that the Hurricanes have gotten all of five goals past Shesterkin in 
four games, they’re probably fortunate even to be even. 

“It feels exactly like last year against Tampa, to be honest with you,” 
Brind’Amour said, bringing up that comparison on his own, unprompted. 
“It’s very similar, where you get going and you get a chance and” — 
Brind’Amour shrugged — “you know? That’s what these good teams this 
time of year, that’s what they have. And then the power play. It’s eerily 
similar.” 

The Hurricanes finally broke through in the third when Teravainen picked 
a corner on Shesterkin off a feed from Aho, but that didn’t break anything 
loose Tuesday. Perhaps it will Thursday. Or Saturday, since the 
Hurricanes now have bought themselves a return trip to New York, again 
playing with fire. 
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Hurricanes road woes continue against Rangers. What happened at 
Madison Square Garden? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED MAY 24, 2022 11:05 PM 

 

Try as they might, the Carolina Hurricanes can’t win a road game in the 
playoffs. 

The Canes have tried — five times. All have ended in losses. 

Unbeaten at home in the playoffs, the Canes fell again outside of PNC 
Arena, taking a 4-1 beating from the New York Rangers on Tuesday in 
Game 4 of their second-round Stanley Cup playoff series at Madison 
Square Garden. 

The series, now tied 2–2, goes back to Raleigh for Game 5 on Thursday. 

The Canes again allowed a power-play goal on the road. They again 
failed to score on the power play. They again were outplayed in key parts 
of the game, relying too much on goalie Antti Raanta to try and bail them 
out. 

There also was the matter of the big hit Jacob Trouba put on the Canes’ 
Max Domi. That, too, had a big impact on the game. 

But the biggest problem for Carolina: Igor Shesterkin. 

The Rangers’ goalie, so quick and instinctive, stymied the Canes with a 
lot of help from his defensive friends. Coming off his 43-save victory in 
Game 3, Shesterkin backed it up with another stellar performance and 
had Rangers fans chanting his name in the third. 

Canes forward Teuvo Teravainen scored in the third period after 
Sebastian Aho won a board battle and made a nice setup pass. But that 
came after the Rangers had taken a 3-0 lead and took a quick release 
and perfectly placed top-shelf shot by Teravainen. 

Andrew Copp had a goal and two assists, and Frank Vatrano and 
defenseman Adam Fox each a goal and assist for the Rangers. Copp’s 
goal came in the third period and pushed the lead to 4-1. 

The Canes again started Raanta but didn’t give him as much help. 
Raanta also hurt himself in the second period when a Ryan Lindgren 
shot trickled through him and the puck stuffed in for a 3-0 lead by Mika 
Zibanejad. 

There was much talk – most of it from Rangers forward Ryan Reaves — 
before Game 4 about settling a physical score with the Canes. That 
came after Game 3 ended with the Domi scuffling with Lindgren and 
defenseman Tony DeAngelo jawing with Rangers coach Gerard Gallant. 

Reaves said he might “run some people” in Game 4. Instead, it was 
Trouba. 

At 11:38 of the first period, Trouba lined up Domi along the boards and 
was about to deliver a crushing hit when Domi dipped his head and 
shoulders — likely escaping a serious injury. 

Steven Lorentz immediately jumped Trouba after the hit on his line mate, 
but it proved to be more costly for the Canes than the Rangers. Lorentz 
was given an instigator penalty as well as a five-minute fighting major 
and 10-minute misconduct, leaving the Rangers on the power play. 

The Canes were seconds away from killing it off when Vatrano buried a 
shot after a sharp pass from Copp. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 4: Carolina falls to New York, series tied, 2-2. 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes once again go for their first road win of the 
playoffs at the New York Rangers in Game 4 of their second-round NHL 
playoff series Tuesday at Madison Square Garden, holding a 2-1 lead in 
the series after losing 3-1 on Sunday. 

Game 5 at PNC Arena will be on Thursday at 7 p.m. The NHL has not 
yet set a time for a potential Game 6 on Saturday. 

The News & Observer’s Chip Alexander and Luke DeCock are at MSG 
and will have live observations from the scene, with Justin Pelletier 
chipping in from Raleigh. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Tuesday’s game — and the rest of the series — is available only on 
ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports 
South will broadcast a Hurricanes-focused postgame show featuring 
Abby Labar and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have the call 
on the Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 
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If the Clemson-North Carolina game at ACC baseball tournament game 
runs long on Bally Sports — and what are the odds of that? — the 
postgame show will start on Bally Sports Extra. That’s 324 on Spectrum, 
646-3 on DirecTV and 727/1727 on AT&T U-Verse. 

@CANES FANS 

Hurricanes LIVE Playoffs Edition will air on Bally Sports South, Bally 
Sports South Extra and the Bally Sports App following Game 4. 

If tonight's ACC tourney game runs long, go to Bally Sports South Extra 
and the Bally Sports App for immediate postgame coverage. 
pic.twitter.com/RSpt7EPQhK 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) May 24, 2022 

THIRD PERIOD 

Mercifully it ends: More theatrics at the end of the game as Gallant sent 
the Reaves line out to end it, but this was all over a while ago. 

Tough call on Svechnikov: Svechnikov with a hard finish on Chytil, 
Lafreinere face washes him, Svech sends him to the ice and goes to the 
box for roughing. Jordan Staal letting Eric Furlatt have it over Svechnikov 
getting the only penalty out of that altercation with Lafreniere. Not often 
Staal’s that emphatic or persistent. 

Rangers back in front by three: Skjei fails to collect a puck at the New 
York blue line and the Rangers go the other way with Copp finishing it 
off. 4-1. 

Raanta huge again: Antti Raanta stops Artemi Panarin on a breakaway 
with Jesper Fast backchecking. Huge save to keep it 3-1, still a tough 
slog for Carolina but way more reasonable with the way its playing than 
4-1. 

Hurricanes on the board: Canes on the board. Its a 3-1 game after 
Teravainen goal. Aho and Jarvis win a board battle and Aho makes the 
pass to his fellow Finn. 

Canes with a power play: Alexis Lafreniere gets a penalty for running 
through Raanta. Nothing doing on the Canes power play. Again. A 
scratched, broken record. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Another Rangers power play: Brendan Smith with a penalty for 
interference on a Rangers dump-in. Pretty cut and dry there. 

Rangers add another, well in command: Canes put all those shots on 
Shesterkin and can’t score. Rangers push one through Raanta. Mika 
Zibanejad cleans up a trickling puck behind Raanta. Looked like Raanta 
had swallowed that one up but the puck trickled through. Zibanejad with 
an easy one. 

Canes continue possessing ... without scoring: With a ton of zone time, 
the Hurricanes are unable to solve Shesterkin. Rangers doing well to 
keep the chances mostly to the outside. Necas DID have one golden 
chance on a one-timer, and misfired. 

Canes to the PP: Extended zone time leads to a power play for the 
Canes. As poorly as the PP has played this playoff season, if there was 
ever a time for it to resurface... this would be it. Update: Rangers have a 
GREAT chorthanded chance, but Raanta with a big save. Also, Necas 
clangs the post on a shot Shesterkin never saw. 

Tough start to the second for Canes: Pesce blocks a Lafreniere shot that 
bounces off his stick and into his face.Came after Svechnikov failed to 
clear. A huge issue teamwide tonight. Get the puck out or bad things 
happen. Also, Shesterkin with a great save (sound familiar) already this 
frame. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Canes limp into the break: Rangers still getting the better of play here as 
the first period comes to an end. Best bet for the Canes to do at this point 

is reset after that first period and try to play their own game. Playing to 
the Rangers’ physicality isn’t going to work. 

Rangers take 2-0 lead: Soft board play by Nino Niederreiter lets the puck 
stay in, and Lindgren’s shot was redirected by Fox. Hurricanes lost every 
battle on that shift. Trocheck the biggest one. 

Rangers strike first, on the PP: Frank Vatrano scores on the power play 
and the Rangers lead it 1-0 with 6:29 left in the first period. Great pass 
from Andrew Copp to set him up in the right circle. Copp was at the top of 
the left circle. Right through the seam. 

The rough stuff has surfaced: Jacob Trouba clobbers Max Domi, elbow 
to head, and Steven Lorentz responds by getting Trouba into a fight. 
Lorentz gets 2-5-10, Trouba just the 5 for fighting, and the Canes will be 
shorthanded. Somehow. 

Canes big kill: Rangers top unit looked extremely dangerous, but 
Carolina survives. Canes will need to stay out of the box tonight. Raanta 
was huge. Rangers did everything BUT score on that PP. 

First PP to New York: Seth Jarvis called for tripping after his skate clips 
Frank Vatrano on his way after the puck and Vatrano falls backward. 

Raanta also engaged: Alexis Lafreniere strips Staal at the center zone 
and goes in alone on Raanta on a breakaway. Tried to go 5-hole 
backhand, and Raanta said no. 

Shesterkin engaged early: Shesterkin with a big early save on Pesce 
after a nice feed from Aho. 

PREGAME UPDATE 

The Canes will start the Staal-Fast-Niederreiter line against a New York 
line of Lafreniere-Chytil-Motte. 

MORNING UPDATE 

No changes are expected to the Hurricanes lineup, although Frederik 
Andersen was on the ice for the morning skate for the first time since he 
was injured more than a month ago. In his best Mark Messier impression, 
fitting given the venue, Ian Cole insisted Tuesday morning that “We’re 
going to win this series,” before later qualifying that: “There are no 
guarantees.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant also backed off some of his tough talk 
after Game 3, when he was unhappy with the Max Domi-Ryan Lindgren 
fracas and threatened to unleash Ryan Reaves on the Hurricanes. 

“I’m an emotional guy,” Gallant said Tuesday afternoon. “The next 
morning, you’re giggling about it. Not a big deal. Is something gonna 
happen tonight? It’s not going to be from the other night, if something 
happens. Trust me, we’re trying to win a hockey game and get back in 
this series.” 

Brendan Smith’s three-game point streak going into Game 4 is one game 
short of the franchise playoff record for a defenseman (Frantisek Kaberle, 
2006). Smith had 11 points in 49 career playoff games going into this 
stretch. 

Wes McCauley and Eric Furlatt are the officials. Furlatt worked Game 5 
of the Boston series. Devin Berg and Brad Kovachik are the linesmen. 
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Canes’ penalty killing, still good at home, has been a struggle on road in 
playoffs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED MAY 24, 2022 1:34 PM 
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The disparity is striking and was brought to the attention of Carolina 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour on Tuesday morning. 

The Canes, who led the NHL in penalty killing in the regular season, 
have killed off 94.1% of their penalties at home in the playoffs. 
Opponents have gone 1-for-17 against Carolina and the Canes’ Brendan 
Smith has a shorthanded goal. 

On the road? The Canes stood at 68.4% entering Game 4 of their 
second-round series against the New York Rangers, allowing six power-
play goals (6-of-19). 

“If you really dive into it I think a couple of those were 5-on-3’s on the 
road and one of those was questionable, in my opinion,” Brind’Amour 
said, chuckling. “So if you take those out what’s the number? It’s pretty 
close. 

“It’s still a pretty small sample size. And this time of year you’re playing 
against elite power plays. That’s another thing that’s tough.” 

The Rangers’ first goal in Game 3 came on the power play as Mika 
Zibanejad ripped a shot past goalie Antti Raanta. The Rangers never 
trailed in winning 3-1 for their first win in the series. 

“Obviously special teams have not been a huge positive for us thus far 
and we know that and we’re trying to swing that in our favor,” Canes 
defenseman Ian Cole said Tuesday. 

The Canes are 5-for-43 on the power play in the playoffs, going 1-for-19 
on the road, before Tuesday’s game. 

REAVES GETS THEIR ATTENTION 

The Canes are fully aware of the Rangers’ Ryan Reaves speaking out 
and promising some nastiness in Game 4, saying he would “run some 
people and get in their face.” 

Reaves was responding to the end of Game 3, when the Canes’ Max 
Domi wrestled with Ryan Lingdren and Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
and the Canes’ Tony DeAngelo exchanged some angry words. 

Cole, a former teammate of Reaves, noted that he was a “big, fast, 
physical guy” and added, “He hits hard. That’s what he does.” But … 

“I don’t think him saying he’s going to run guys is surprising to anyone,” 
Cole said. “That’s fine. He can come and run us and we’ll move the puck 
and try to go score. That’s fine.” 

Of note: Cole, like Reaves, has linebacker size at 6-1 and 225 pounds. 

Ian Cole @Canes | #LetsGoCanes pic.twitter.com/L84LsDvOW5 

— Bally Sports: Canes (@CanesOnBally) May 24, 2022 

LET’S TALK LATER ABOUT THAT 

One subject Brind’Amour did not want to discuss Tuesday was the 
Tampa Bay Lightning sweeping the Florida Panthers in their second-
round series. 

The Canes or Rangers will face the Lightning, the 2020 and 2021 Stanley 
Cup champion, in the Eastern Conference finals. The Lightning also will 
have extra days of rest and preparation. 

But that can wait and will wait, Brind’Amour said. 

“We’ve got our hands full with this to start worrying about the next 
phase,” he said. 

QUOTABLE 

“Everyone is aware of the situation in terms of that we need to take a 
stranglehold on the series. I think there’s a sense of urgency and 
desperation that we don’t want to put ourselves in the same situation we 
did against Boston.” -- Cole 

QUICK ON THE DRAWS 

The Canes, after winning 58.7% of their faceoffs in Game 3, have a 
league-best faceoff win percentage (58.1%) during the second round. 
Vincent Trocheck has won 67.5% of his draws and Jordan Staal 67.2%. 

Brind’Amour always likes to point out that winning a draw isn’t just about 
the faceoff man but also the other four players fighting for the puck. 
There’s also the matter of reacting quickly and well if the faceoff is lost. 

“To me it’s more about the details after the faceoff, just knowing what 
you’re doing if you lose it and making sure you’ve got the coverage,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That’s actually more important than the actual faceoff 
itself. 

“Obviously every team works on it and every team wants to start with the 
puck. But it’s always what happens after, both winning and losing it. 
That’s what’s important.” 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers even series, Flames on brink of 
elimination 

 

Max Bultman, Mark Lazerus 

 

Game 4: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1 | Series tied 2-2 

Who was The Guy? Look, it’d be very easy — and accurate — to just 
give this to Igor Shesterkin for the umpteenth time this postseason. The 
Rangers goaltender was great again, with 30 saves. But this wasn’t a 
goalie win for a change; the Rangers were the better team top to bottom. 
Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren had big games, but let’s give a little love to 
Andrew Copp. New York’s trade deadline acquisition seems built for the 
playoffs, and he was excellent in Game 4, with a goal and two assists, an 
xGF of 73.54 percent and a game score of 3.31. 

What was the key? The Hurricanes still can’t score. They’ve beaten 
Shesterkin only once in each of the past three games. The power play 
continues to be in shambles, now 0-for-12 dating to Game 7 against 
Boston, and Shesterkin seems to be in their heads. Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the game that it was starting to feel like the Tampa Bay series 
last season, when Andrei Vasilevskiy held the Hurricanes to one or zero 
goals in three of the Lightning’s four wins. That’s a bad sign. When the 
Rangers scored two quick goals after Jacob Trouba’s hit on Max Domi, it 
already felt like an utterly insurmountable lead. 

Key stat: Until this changes, it’s always going to be the key stat. The 
Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in the postseason and 0-5 on the road. 

Moment it was over: Antti Raanta has been outstanding in the playoffs; 
he was as big a reason as any that the Hurricanes beat Boston and took 
a 2-0 series lead on the Rangers. But Mika Zibanejad’s goal late in the 
second period Tuesday night surely will test his relentlessly upbeat 
mindset. It looked like Raanta had swallowed Ryan Lindgren’s shot from 
the slot, but the puck squirted through him, leaving an easy tap-in for 
Zibanejad. Barely two minutes earlier, Martin Necas had an open net to 
shoot at but missed badly, wide on the far side. That swing was the 
game, because while a 2-0 deficit to Shesterkin is daunting, a 3-0 deficit 
is pretty much hopeless. 

Moment of the game: Trouba’s hit on Domi at 11:38 of the first period 
looked worse than it was — Domi was falling, and that’s largely why he 
caught Trouba’s elbow to the side of his head. But it looked bad, and 
Steven Lorentz immediately leaped to Domi’s defense. And as 
Brind’Amour said afterward, you like seeing a guy stick up for his 
teammate, but you don’t like him taking an unnecessary penalty. And that 
was as easy an instigator call as you’ll see. Frank Vatrano scored on the 
ensuing power play, and Fox scored two minutes later to give the 
Rangers all the momentum — and goals — they’d need. 
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Jacob Trouba leveled Max Domi with this hit early in Game 2. 

Clean or not? 

  @Sportsnetpic.twitter.com/FvKjOwCF2C 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) May 25, 2022 

Hurricanes worry meter:      … Yes, they’ve been the better 
team in three out of four games. And yes, they beat the Bruins without a 
road win, so they know a squandered 2-0 series lead isn’t the end of the 
world. But you can’t win if you can’t score. And they can’t score. That’s … 
concerning. 

Rangers worry meter:    … They’re starting to play with a little 
swagger. It’s not just all about Shesterkin anymore. 

— Mark Lazerus 

Game 4: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Edmonton leads 3-1 

Who was The Guy? In a game that saw each goalie give up at least one 
astonishing goal, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins saved the day for the Oilers. He 
scored the first of those wild goals by scooping up a Jacob Markstrom 
misplay 21 seconds into the game and burying it to give the Oilers an 
early lead. But more importantly, he bailed out Edmonton when it was 
Mike Smith’s turn for a major gaffe, which turned out to be letting in a 
near-full-ice short-handed goal by Calgary defenseman Rasmus 
Andersson. That goal was the final rung of Calgary’s three-goal 
comeback to tie the score. Losing on a night that started with so much 
promise, on home ice no less, would have been a devastating defeat for 
the Oilers. But less than six minutes after the stunning tying goal, 
Nugent-Hopkins got on a rebound and banged it past Markstrom to 
reclaim the lead — and, eventually, win the game. 

What was the key? Edmonton left the first period with less than one-third 
of the all-situations shot attempts (28.26 percent, according to Natural 
Stat Trick) but a 3-0 lead. The possession number is a little misleading in 
this case because the Oilers’ shot quality numbers were a bit better than 
Calgary’s. But emerging from the first with a big lead despite being 
outshot gave Edmonton a crucial cushion for the better part of the next 
two periods. Goals at the beginning and end of periods are killers, and 
Edmonton got both in the first. 

Key stat: 132 feet — that’s the length of Andersson’s goal. You simply 
never see this. 

Rasmus Andersson just scored from the defensive zone to tie the game 
in the third period. Mike Smith, baby. pic.twitter.com/BebGpOb4bY 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 25, 2022 

Moment it was over: With less than three minutes remaining, just after 
Nugent-Hopkins’ go-ahead goal, Andersson took a deflating high-sticking 
double-minor that all but ended the Flames’ hopes. Of course, 
Andersson’s goal from the defensive zone minutes earlier was proof 
anything can happen in this series. But trying to come back while down a 
man is rarely a recipe for success, and sure enough, the Oilers took care 
of business with an empty-netter to seal it. 

Moment of the game: It has to be one of the goalie gaffes. You already 
saw the Andersson clip, so here’s the Markstrom flub: 

Oh no, Markstrom. pic.twitter.com/gVno3pPHqt 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 25, 2022 

Flames worry meter:       … They’re heading home for Game 
5, but they’re doing so on the brink of elimination with a goalie who looks 
inexplicably shaky. Oh, and they’re still facing arguably the best player in 
the world. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, they have a 3-1 lead, and that should 
be cause for the Smiling Cowboy. But nobody who watched that third 
Flames goal can honestly tell me Edmonton’s home free yet. Not in this 
series. 

— Max Bultman 

Three stars 

On tap for Wednesday 

• Blues at Avalanche, 8 p.m. ET. Avalanche lead 3-1. 
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Hurricanes vibe check: Will they ever win on the road? 

 

Sara Civian 

 

NEW YORK — The Hurricanes broke two franchise playoff records at 
Madison Square Garden on Tuesday. 

There was the assist on the sole Carolina goal that gave Sebastian Aho 
the magic No. 44 to pass Eric Staal as the franchise leader in postseason 
points. In another universe maybe we’re making a bigger fuss about that, 
but in that universe, Aho led the Canes to their first road win of the 
playoffs. 

In this one, the Hurricanes lost 4-1 and still haven’t found a way to win on 
the road. We have another 2-2 series, and with five consecutive losses, 
the Hurricanes have another franchise record — the longest road losing 
streak in franchise postseason history. Though the Hurricanes lead the 
NHL in home goals (22) and goal differential (plus-15) during the 
postseason, they have scored the fewest road goals (eight) and hold the 
lowest road goal differential of any team still in the playoffs. 

“It is tough. I think it feels exactly like last year against Tampa, to be 
honest with you. Very similar,” coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “We get a 
good chance and then, nope. Nothing. Good teams at this time of year, 
(goaltending) is what they have. And then the power play. It’s very eerily 
similar. We just have to find a way to fight through it, not take the 
unnecessary penalties. After the first, we played OK, but it was too late 
because we spotted them a couple. Then you’re just chasing the game.” 

Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin stopped 30 of 31 shots Tuesday, 
including 12 high-danger chances, according to Natural Stat Trick. He 
has allowed only four goals on 122 shots throughout Round 2. So, yeah, 
you’re going to have to be elite to evade him. And you certainly can’t take 
a breath on the other end of the ice. 

The Canes had some good chances and a few posts wrung throughout 
the game, so the errors and breaths taken feel more consequential. 
Obviously, the first-period instigator penalty issued to Steven Lorentz 
stands out, as the Rangers’ Frank Vatrano capitalized and the 
Hurricanes couldn’t come back. 

Trouba hits Domi, Lorentz goes after Trouba. 

5 for fighting for Trouba 

2 for instigating, five for fighting, and a 10 minute misconduct for Lorentz. 
pic.twitter.com/onlGYx1W6F 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 24, 2022 

“It was early in the game, emotions were high,” Lorentz said. “… Clearly I 
wasn’t a big fan of the hit. I saw Maxi (Domi) go down and the first thing I 
thought was, ‘You know what? This guy would do the exact same thing 
for me.’ So I just went in there, tried to stick up for a teammate, tried to 
ignite the guys. But unfortunately, it ended up costing us … that’s on me. 
It’s hard, you gotta make a decision in a split second. The game happens 
so fast.” 

It was Lorentz’s first career NHL fight, and his 17 PIMs on Tuesday beat 
his 16 PIMs through 67 games in the regular season. 
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“As soon as I saw the hit, I figured there’d be a penalty,” he added. “I kind 
of rushed in there as my gloves were off and grabbed him. Again, in my 
mind I thought I was doing the right thing … in the playoffs, you can’t 
always do stuff like this. You gotta stay in check and take the power play, 
or I guess not the power play, in this situation … the game happens so 
fast. I think (Domi) was (already) going down, but from what I saw, I just 
saw a guy laying on the ice. The bigger guy made the big hit. I’m just 
going to stick to what I said — (Domi) would do the same for me.” 

Even though this series is playing out like the Canes’ series against the 
Bruins in terms of results and home-ice tilts, this series is definitely 
trending more similarly to last season’s series against Tampa. Shesterkin 
is mirroring Andrei Vasilevskiy’s ability to turn away the Canes’ chances. 

This, of course, does not bode well for the Hurricanes. 

“We had a lot of chances,” Brind’Amour said. “What are you going to do? 
You have to keep getting the chances. I’m happy we’re at least creating 
some offense there. (Shesterkin’s) playing well, you have to give him 
tons of credit. But to me, the start is what did it to us.” 

Jeremy Swayman wasn’t necessarily the Bruins’ primary issue in Round 
1, but he is not Hart finalist Shesterkin. This isn’t going to go down the 
same way Round 1 did if the Canes give the Rangers any room to 
breathe. 

The start of the game was Brind’Amour’s issue, but there are two other 
things that go hand-in-hand: the lack of production from the stars (or 
anyone, with only four Hurricanes goals this series), and the lack of 
production on the power play. The Canes have gone 0-for-9 on the man 
advantage this series, including 0-for-2 on Tuesday. They are only 1-for-
21 on the road throughout the postseason. 

“We hit the post right away and then Aho had a nice chance, but it’s 
clearly not good enough,” Brind’Amour said. “We have to score. We’ve 
hit some posts over a stretch here, but we have to get them in the net. 
Have to be better for sure.” 

And there were at least some encouraging moments with the 
aforementioned wrung posts from Martin Necas and Aho on Tuesday, 
but that isn’t good enough against Shesterkin. 

• The vibes aren’t great! 

Canes let the Rangers get to them in that first period and it was over from 
there. Good to see the first line score, but Igor ain’t Swayman and I’m a 
lot less confident about them being able to replicate what they did in 
Game 5 the last series 

— y-Al Hood (@albhood) May 25, 2022 

would you like my home vibe or my away vibe 

— dak (@CaniacDak) May 25, 2022 

embarrassing to play so differently from home to road. tired of the 
matchups excuses. Best players have to step up and they haven't. same 
story as the Boston series. one difference. Shesterkin is 100× better than 
a Swayman or Ullmark. 

— y-owen anderson (@Owen_p_Anderson) May 25, 2022 

They saw Tampa swept and was like pic.twitter.com/Xy9MCgdr3o 

— StBenno (@StBenno) May 25, 2022 

The Canes can probably scratch their way to another series win despite 
the abysmal road play and a deflated PP, but something has to start 
clicking fast. 

— Jakob (@ShutUpJakob) May 25, 2022 

pic.twitter.com/9JJ6s5DVUZ 

— y – fullblowncaniac (@fullcaniac90) May 25, 2022 

Not good Civ. It’s hard to beat a team only getting one goal past their 
goalie a game 

— y-Moose (@Mooseamillion) May 25, 2022 

We fell right into the Rangers trap. They set it up with the media 
interviews/sound bites and we fell for it. Things will turn around on 
Thursday. I’m not worried, but we need to stop the fancy passing 
attempts and play complete hockey! 

— y-MissieG456 (@missie456) May 25, 2022 

The refs didn’t cause us to lose. We’re playing exactly the game NY want 
us to. All they have to do is make us focus on fighting instead of scoring. 

— x – Mookie Harris     (@MookieHarris317) May 25, 2022 

• The last two vibe checkers seem to have a point. I don’t know if it’s 
really that deep, but the Canes ended up being the team succumbing to 
the nonsense Tuesday while the Rangers scored. The nonsense per 60 
will have to hover at zero if Carolina is to make it to Round 3. 
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Antti Raanta, the Hurricanes’ joyful journeyman, is finally having his 
moment 

 

Mark Lazerus 24/05/2022 

 

NEW YORK — All around Antti Raanta was chaos and pressure and 
tension and screaming fans and thunderous music and flashing lights. 

There was 3:44 left in the third period of a playoff game at Madison 
Square Garden, with his Carolina Hurricanes down a goal and on the 
verge of dropping to 0-4 on the road in this postseason. Raanta had just 
swallowed up an Artemi Panarin wrist shot to keep his guys within 
striking distance, and the last television timeout of the game allowed him 
a brief respite — a chance to take a breath, to push out the noise, to 
center himself, to brace himself. 

Instead, Raanta looked up at the scoreboard, and the most peculiar 
thought hit him. 

Hey! It’s Dancin’ Larry! 

“You just get a little smile on your face,” Raanta said. “It was my first time 
playing against the Rangers in this building. So it was kind of funny, 
remembering all those TV timeout things. You just look around and 
you’re kind of like, ‘Hey, this is awesome.’” 

Raanta was smiling as he said that, of course. Seems like he’s always 
smiling. That’s who Raanta is — the happy wanderer, the joyful 
journeyman. He’s the guy who spent his rookie season cracking up his 
teammates in Chicago with tales of his misadventures in the Finnish 
army, sending Patrick Sharp into hysterics as he described the time he 
got his entire squadron “killed” when he got lost on a training mission with 
a very real rocket-launcher strapped to his back. He’s the guy who had 
the Coyotes howling as he harped on the scorpion infestation that 
eventually drove him and his wife from his first home in Arizona. A big, 
boisterous personality with a big, boisterous voice, Raanta’s always been 
everyone’s favorite teammate. 

But now, at 33 years old, he’s finally becoming something more. 

Leaning against a wall outside the visitor’s dressing room at the Garden 
on Monday afternoon, Raanta was trying to put it all in perspective — the 
early brilliance and ugly breakup in Chicago, the fun but ultimately 
unfulfilling years as Henrik Lundqvist’s backup in New York, the endless 
string of injuries in Arizona, the flirtation with retirement last spring, and 
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now his unlikely ascendance to Conn Smythe candidate in the wake of 
Frederik Andersen’s lower-body injury suffered a month ago. 

After all this time, after all these teams, after all those rehabs, after all the 
games he watched from the back of the bench or on a stool by the 
Zamboni entrance as a permanent backup, Raanta finally is having his 
moment. Through nine playoff games, he has posted a .939 save 
percentage, trailing only Dallas’ Jake Oettinger and St. Louis’ Jordan 
Binnington. He has saved 8.91 goals above expected, trailing only 
Oettinger, Edmonton’s Mike Smith and the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin. 
He’s playing like he always knew he could, but never thought he’d get the 
chance. 

In true Raanta fashion, he’s savoring every minute of it. And yes, that 
includes checking which celebrities are sitting rinkside at the Garden. 

Hey, it’s David Harbour! 

“You just have to enjoy it,” Raanta said. “This is what you dream of. You 
want to play these games and you kind of want to see that you can do 
the job.” 

This stick save by Antti Raanta makes even less sense in slo-mo   

  @Sportsnet | #StanleyCuppic.twitter.com/N2nsqO6G79 

— The Athletic NHL (@TheAthleticNHL) May 22, 2022 

Raanta turned 33 two weeks ago. This birthday was a bit more festive 
than the last. 

A year ago, hard as it is to envision, Raanta had lost his smile, and was 
losing his will to keep battling through the injuries that had derailed his 
career. He chuckles a bit now as he lists the various ailments that 
plagued his four seasons in Arizona, almost amused by how unlucky he 
was. But there was nothing funny about it at the time. He got rear-ended 
on the highway by an SUV going 40 or 50 mph and suffered whiplash. 
He had groin issues. Hip problems. Blew out his knee. He played just 12 
games in 2018-19 in the first year of the biggest contract of his career. 
He played just 12 games again last season, the final year of that deal. 

The last straw last season was a seemingly innocuous groin tweak that 
he thought was nothing. He went for an MRI and he was told he’d miss at 
least three weeks. “You’ll miss at least three weeks” had been the story 
of Raanta’s career, and he was just ready to be done with it all. 

Hockey is fun. Perpetual rehab is not. 

“I’m like, ‘This is not happening,’” he said. “That’s when I almost lost the 
passion for the hockey. When the season was over, I was like, ‘I don’t 
know if I want to do it anymore.’” 

But it gnawed at Raanta that he knew he could do the job, if his body 
would allow, if his coaches would allow. He was brilliant as Corey 
Crawford’s backup in Chicago, but Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville 
fell in love with Scott Darling’s size and Raanta had to watch as a 
frustrated Black Ace as Darling, not Raanta, came to the rescue in the 
first round of the 2015 playoffs against Nashville. He knew he’d never 
supplant Lundqvist in New York, but he soaked up all he could from one 
of the best goalies of all time and made the most of his limited playing 
time. Arizona was his chance to be a No. 1, but the injuries got in the way 
and he lost the job to Darcy Kuemper. 

Yet every time Raanta got a chance, he ran with it. Since his rookie 
season of 2013-14, among goalies with at least 100 starts, only Ben 
Bishop (.921) and Juuse Saros (.920) have a higher save percentage 
than Raanta’s .919. Raanta is tied with Crawford, Andrei Vasilevskiy and 
Tuukka Rask, and just ahead of Carey Price, Roberto Luongo and 
Kuemper. 

That’s lofty company. And that just bothered him all the more when he 
considered the incomplete nature of his career. 

“I think that’s the worst part,” he said. “Obviously, when you get hurt, it’s 
always tough, and it doesn’t matter if your numbers are good or bad. But 

I think it’s a little bit more frustrating when you know that you can play at 
a high level.” 

So when Raanta’s agent, Kevin Epp, called him up in mid-June and said 
there was interest, the goalie perked up a bit. When Epp told him 
Carolina was one of those teams, suddenly he was smiling again. 

“That’s a really good team, and they’ve been in the playoffs and they’re 
so close to getting to the end,” Raanta said. “I was thinking, ‘man, if they 
really want me, that’s something I really want to do.’ After that, the switch 
just turns in your head and now I’m going to do whatever I can to get 
there and do my best.” 

But once again, Raanta found himself as the backup, playing just 28 
games to Andersen’s 52. This time, however, it was the other guy who 
got injured, as Andersen suffered a lower-body injury making a save 
against Colorado on April 16. Suddenly, Carolina’s Stanley Cup hopes 
rested on Raanta’s shoulders. 

Eight days later, Raanta hurt himself again, leaving early in a 5-2 win 
against the Islanders. For once, though, the hockey gods were with him. 
It turned out to be nothing major. And he hasn’t relinquished the net 
since. 

“He’s been great all year, actually,” Sebastian Aho said. “Freddie played 
a little bit more than him in the regular season, and maybe Freddie got 
more attention. But every time (Raanta) was in, he was great for us. 
We’ve been very fortunate to have very good goalies all year, and I’m not 
surprised the level he’s playing now. The team has a lot of confidence in 
him.” 

The old saying is that goalies need to have a short-term memory. That’s 
not entirely accurate. They don’t need to forget goals, they need to 
withstand them, to survive them, to bounce back from them. That’s where 
Raanta’s relentlessly upbeat attitude comes into play. In Game 3, former 
teammate Chris Kreider beat Raanta from a sharp angle, top-shelf on the 
far side. It was an absolutely sick shot, perfectly placed and nearly 
impossible to expect. But Raanta was mad at himself, all the same. For 
about four seconds. 

He got over it — hey, giving up a goal is nothing compared with losing 
your job, or blowing out your knee, or getting rear-ended on the highway 
— and stopped the last 15 shots he faced, keeping Carolina in it and only 
getting beaten because Shesterkin was a little bit better on this day. 

“You would never know he’s in his first playoffs,” said teammate Seth 
Jarvis, who is in his own first playoffs. “He’s just super relaxed and calm 
and collected.” 

Raanta has won the Stanley Cup before. We should probably point that 
out. 

But he hasn’t won the Stanley Cup. Raanta was the primary regular-
season backup goaltender for the eventual 2015 Stanley Cup champion 
Blackhawks. He had been relegated to third-string with Darling’s 
ascendance by the end of the season, and didn’t dress in the playoffs. It 
ended badly, with Raanta telling a Finnish newspaper that he was so 
bitter about his situation that he was openly rooting for the Blackhawks to 
get swept in the first round by Nashville so he could just go home. 
Raanta later said his words were misconstrued, and that he was just 
trying to be emotionally honest about how difficult it was to watch his 
team play without him, and that his frustrations lasted for maybe a day, 
and that he thoroughly enjoyed the whole postseason ride with his 
teammates, even as a Black Ace. 

But the damage was done. The Blackhawks ended up leaving Raanta’s 
name off the Stanley Cup — unusual given he was the backup for most 
of the regular season — and petitioning instead to have Daniel Carcillo 
(who didn’t play in the playoffs) and Joakim Nordstrom (who got in just 
three games). The team said Raanta’s comments had nothing to do with 
it, but regardless, there were some hard feelings on both sides. Raanta 
was traded to the Rangers 12 days after the Blackhawks won the Stanley 
Cup. 
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Still, Raanta looks back at his time in Chicago with fondness, and with 
gratitude. He learned lessons from that team’s three-time champion core 
that he’s using in Carolina today. 

“It was great,” he said. “You were able to see what it takes to get to the 
finish line, looking at (Jonathan) Toews and (Patrick) Kane and those 
guys and what it takes. You get to see the confidence in that group. They 
already had won a couple times. And it was just like, it didn’t matter if we 
lost a game or whatever happened, it was just, ‘Let’s go to the next one.’ 
It was awesome to be a part of it. And it gave me a little more hunger, 
also. Because in your head, you want to win the Stanley Cup when 
you’re actually playing. That’s the motivation.” 

There’s another bit of motivation looming. Andersen participated in 
Monday’s practice, and is getting closer to returning. Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour won’t give a timetable for Andersen’s return, and won’t 
say what he’ll do in net once he does return. 

But after finally getting to play a month of hockey as an undisputed No. 1 
goaltender, is it time for Raanta to start looking over his shoulder again? 

Raanta smiled at the question. Of course, he did. 

“It’s about staying in the moment and not worrying about what’s 
happening outside, or even inside, the team,” he said. “You have pretty 
much one of the top goalies in the league sidelined right now. So you 
know whenever Freddie is healthy and feels good, you have to do the job 
and try to keep the net. You never know what happens the next day. So 
I’m just trying to enjoy the moment.” 

And if there’s one thing Raanta’s better at than stopping pucks, it’s 
enjoying the moment. No matter how harrowing and pressure-packed it 
is. 

“We’re in the playoffs, we’re in the second round, so the stakes are pretty 
high,” he said. “And before the game, you get little butterflies. If you don’t 
have that, if you just go out like it’s just one game and you just go play, I 
feel like you don’t get your best out of it. You have to get that good type 
of feeling before the game. For me, it’s not nervousness, but just a little 
goosebumps. You want that. That’s what gets you going. That means 
you’re enjoying it. 

“And I’m enjoying it.” 
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Rangers dominate Hurricanes in win at Garden, tie playoff series at two 
games apiece 

 

Filip Bondy 

5-6 minutes 25/05/2022 

 

What goes around, sure enough, comes around. The Hurricanes, so very 
anxious to send a roughhouse message at the end of Game 3, were 
severely punished in Game 4 for some foolish, aggressive behavior. 

As a result, the Rangers took advantage of a key, first-period power play 
and defeated Carolina on Tuesday, 4-1, tying the semifinal conference 
series at 2-2. Igor Shesterkin, owning the crease and at the very top of 
his game, allowed a grand total of only two goals in the Rangers’ two 
victories at the Garden. 

After all the talk of rage and vengeance after the Sunday skirmish, the 
fast-paced game began with purposeful skating and no early sign of 
headhunting. Both Antti Raanta and Shesterkin were forced to make 

some remarkable, early plays – including an acrobatic save by 
Shesterkin on a dead-on shot by Brett Pesce. 

But the détente did not last long. After Jacob Trouba hammered a 
stumbling Max Domi with a harsh, but legal, check, Steven Lorentz 
arrived uninvited to initiate a brawl. He was outwrestled by Trouba, much 
to the delight of the Garden crowd. Better yet for the Rangers, they were 
granted a power play, when Lorentz received a misconduct penalty for 
instigating the fight. 

“It was a big hit and it changed the course of the game,” Andrew Copp 
told reporters. 

Frank Vatrano soon took advantage of this second power play 
opportunity at 13:31, scoring his third goal of the playoffs, converting a 
cross-ice pass from Copp with a wrist shot just under Raanta’s glove. 

The impulsive action by Lorentz had cost the Hurricanes dearly, and it 
changed the whole narrative. The Garden crowd, and the Rangers, were 
instantly energized. Just over two minutes later, at 15:42, they added a 
second goal when Ryan Lindgren launched a shot from the top of the 
circle, which was deflected past the goalie by Adam Fox. 

The Rangers suddenly enjoyed an unfamiliar two-goal cushion, then 
sealed the victory at 16:48 of the second period. A shot by Vatrano 
squeezed underneath Raanta’s pads, trickled behind him, and Mika 
Zibanejad poked home the puck in the crease for his fifth goal of the 
playoffs. 

Carolina scored its lone goal at 6:33 of the third period, on a snap shot 
from the slot by Teuvo Teravainen to Shesterkin’s stick side. But by then, 
the end result was really a done deal. Copp finished the scoring at 11:10, 
his fifth postseason goal, on a perfect setup from Ryan Strome. 

All along, the Rangers played tough, but not too-tough hockey. While 
Lorentz lost his cool at the wrong time, the Rangers did nothing as dumb 
in this pivotal game. It wasn’t until the game ended that Ryan Reaves 
confronted Domi in a brief, harmless scuffle. Reaves was never reckless. 
He knew exactly when to play his role of enforcer. 

“It’s not about him going out and fighting,” Gerard Gallant said of Reaves, 
before this game. “How often has he fought this year, twice? He’s just an 
insurance blanket. He knows his role. He’s 35 years old. You move on. 
You don’t do something stupid. You’re worried about winning the game.” 

The Rangers were called for only two minors on Tuesday. 

“That’s what a coach wants,” Gallant said. “Playoff hockey, every 
penalty’s important. You don’t get in that box. We played hard, played 
physical and stayed out of the box. That’s the key.” 

Four Rangers finished with two or more points in Game 4, and the team 
has once again come back from two games down in a series. The 
entertaining contests at the Garden have looked absolutely nothing like 
the slogs in Raleigh, where the Hurricanes put both the puck and a 
national television audience to sleep with their methodical defensive 
system. 

The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in these playoffs, but 0-5 in Boston and 
New York. They are 0-for-9 on the power play in this series, and 5-for-45 
during the playoffs. 

Shesterkin may be in their head. 

“Igor’s been great, he changes the game for sure,” Copp said. “It makes 
the momentum all the more prevalent.” 

So the Rangers came back from yet another deep playoff hole and head 
to Raleigh for Game 5 on Thursday. It no longer is a shock when this 
team turns around such gaping deficits, in-game or in-series. 

“It surprised me at the beginning of the season, before we added some 
veteran players,” Reaves said. “We were one of the youngest teams in 
the league and we were still battling back after a loss. It doesn’t surprise 
me now. It’s the identity of this team.” 
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The Rangers have managed to keep their heads, while those around 
them have lost both their tempers, and their leads. 
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Rangers have shattered idea Hurricanes are superior team 

 

Larry Brooks 

5-6 minutes 25/05/2022 

 

It has taken four games, the last two at the Garden punctuated by 
exclamation points, for the Rangers to shatter the myth of Carolina 
superiority. 

Now the Blueshirts have to win a game in the Hurricanes’ fortress in 
Raleigh. It would be foolish to bet against them. 

“I think the never-die mentality has been in this team from Day 1 and I’ve 
kind of felt that since walking in a couple of months ago,” deadline-
acquisition Andrew Copp said following the Rangers’ 4-1 Game 4 triumph 
at the Garden on Tuesday that squared the conference semis at two-all. 
“There’s a lot of belief and confidence in there, for sure.” 

This was as complete a performance as the Rangers have demonstrated 
through this tournament in which they rallied from 3-1 down against the 
Penguins and now have come back from 2-0 down against Carolina. 

They get their shot to take their first series lead of the playoffs in Game 5 
on Thursday in Raleigh, where the Hurricanes are 6-0 this postseason, 
14-3 in their last 17 postseason matches, but never could shake the 
Blueshirts in either of the first two games that were decided by 2-1 in 
overtime and 2-0 with an empty-netter. 

“Maybe we didn’t produce much offense but we did a lot of good things 
the first two games,” said Copp, whose gorgeous cross-ice diagonal feed 
set up Frank Vatrano for the power-play snipe that gave the Blueshirts a 
1-0 lead at 13:31 of the first period before later scoring a third-period goal 
of his own. “Now guys are feeling a little bit better about themselves. 

“We’ve got to ride this momentum into Carolina.” 

The momentum in this one was generated by Igor Shesterkin, who put 
his indelible mark on the match with a spectacular glove save on Brett 
Pesce just 1:16 into the match, the netminder coming across like 
lightning to close a wide-open side on a backdoor play. There was an 
equally stunning stop 2:00 into the second, Shesterkin somehow flashing 
the right pad to deny Teuvo Teravainen right out in front to maintain a 2-0 
lead. 

“It seems like he’s making those huge saves every game,” said Ryan 
Lindgren, who not only gutted this one out in fine fashion but added 
offense to his repertoire in picking up a couple of assists on plays where 
he fired the puck toward the net. “He’s just so steady back there.” 

Momentum, too, was generated when Jacob Trouba wiped out Max Domi 
along the boards at 11:38 of what was a scoreless game played for the 
most part at a frantic pace. The hit was legal. Carolina’s Steven Lorentz 
felt the need to come to Domi’s rescue and drop the gloves with Trouba. 
His knee-jerk response earned an instigator penalty and put the 
Blueshirts on the power play. 

The Rangers had failed to score on their first power play but rarely have 
looked better, snapping the puck briskly from side to side, from low to 
high and back again for nearly two full minutes, but could not break 
through against Antti Raanta. This time, the Blueshirts second unit 

capitalized on Vatrano’s right-wing drive. Just 2:11 later, it became 2-0 
on Fox’s deflection of Lindgren’s left-wing wrister. 

“It was a big and kind of changed the course of the game a little bit,” said 
Copp, whose right-wing drive closed out the scoring at 11:10 of the third. 
“With them taking that penalty and us capitalizing.” 

Fox, who has elevated his play in the postseason, had a superb night on 
which he played 10:45 in the first, 9:27 in the second and 26:46 for the 
night. The Mika Zibanejad-Chris Kreider connection was imposing and 
heady, the Strome line pushed the pace, and the bottom six played their 
parts. No small roles, no small players. 

Kreider used a soccer-style kick after losing his stick to keep the puck 
deep in the Carolina zone on the sequence on which Fox scored the 2-0 
goal. Zibanejad went to the net to bang home a loose puck that slithered 
through Raanta to make it 3-0 at 16:48 of the second. 

The Big Dogs came to play, The Rangers came to play. 

The Rangers obviously have bent at times in this series. They have been 
pinned in their zone too often. They had lulls in both the second and third 
periods in this one. They’re not perfect. But when they are pinned, they 
pack the middle the way they did when John Tortorella was behind the 
bench. They battle for every loose puck. They give as good as they get. 
They compete. How about that snarl that Alexis Lafreniere brings onto 
the ice with him on every shift? 

As the playoffs progress, the Rangers are morphing into Black-and-
Blueshirts, The Sequel. 

Carolina still has home ice. The Hurricanes are not shriveling like they 
were in the pool. But the Rangers are coming. They mean to do 
business. 

Don’t bet against them. 
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Igor Shesterkin dominance propels Rangers once again 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-4 minutes 25/05/2022 

 

It is what the Rangers expect, and it is what has made them so good all 
year. 

There is little new they can say about it, thus their tendency to reply to 
questions about Igor Shesterkin by simply saying he’s done the same 
thing for them all season. 

But that does not stop Shesterkin from continuing his ascendency to 
superstardom. It does not stop the Garden crowd from serenading him. 
And it does not help opponents to score. Not in the slightest. 

Shesterkin was again superlative in the Rangers’ 4-1 Game 4 victory 
over the Hurricanes, setting the tone early with a slide across his crease 
to get a glove on Brett Pesce’s shot. He finished with 30 saves, a victory 
and 18,006 patrons chanting his name. That is what the Rangers have 
come to expect from a player all but guaranteed to take home the Vezina 
Trophy this season. 

“Same thing every night,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. “Helps our 
team, battles. I think it was the second shift of the game, he made that 
save on the backdoor with his glove and that’s huge for us to get the lead 
and him making those saves early in the game.” 
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The Rangers got a brief glimpse of what life without a star goaltender 
looked like with their two blowout losses to the Penguins in which 
Shesterkin was pulled. Since then, the ship has more than steadied. 

After Game 4 against the ‘Canes, Shesterkin has a .939 save percentage 
since getting pulled amid the Game 4 disaster in Pittsburgh. That is, by a 
hair, better than his .935 mark which led the league during the season. 

Against a Carolina team whose strategy is to shoot the puck at anytime 
and anyplace, the Rangers have needed that. Though really, they have 
needed that all season. 

And again and again and again, Shesterkin has delivered. 

Following Tuesday’s game, Gallant was asked whether Shesterkin being 
in such a zone could make the difference in the series. 

“He’s been in that zone from Day 1 since I’ve seen him,” he said. 
“Obviously every team in the league looks at a guy like Igor. He’s an 
outstanding goalie. He’s a big part of our group.” 

In short: yes. 

“It seems like every game, he’s always making those huge saves,” Ryan 
Lindgren said. 

For almost any other player in almost any other circumstance, that would 
be hyperbolic. For the Rangers and for Shesterkin, it is a matter of fact. 

Even when Shesterkin is not the story of the night — and in a Game 4 
that the Rangers dominated following Jacob Trouba’s hit on Max Domi, 
he wasn’t — he rarely deviates from what has become the norm. Even a 
120-foot pass that hits the target, like the one he made to spring the 
Rangers on a rush Tuesday, is not out of the ordinary. 

“He’s always so steady back there,” Lindgren said. “Especially as a 
defenseman, we always talk about the way he handles the puck and the 
way he talks to us. Igor’s been great all year. He’s been great in the 
playoffs, too.” 
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Ryan Lindgren provides spark with two assists after Rangers had his 
back 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-4 minutes 25/05/2022 

 

The Rangers rushed to Ryan Lindgren’s defense after what they saw as 
a cheap shot taken by Max Domi at their defenseman at the end of 
Game 3, both verbally and on the ice. 

On Tuesday night, Lindgren repaid his teammates in kind, helping 
provide a spark in the Blueshirts’ 4-1 victory over Carolina that knotted 
their second-round series at two. 

Lindgren himself did not score in the win, but he did narrowly miss two 
goals — getting credit for primary assists on both. 

First, his wrist shot from the top of the left circle at 15:42 of the first 
period caught Adam Fox’s stick on its way past Antti Raanta. Then, after 
a Lindgren shot trickled past Raanta at 16:48 of the third, Mika Zibanejad 
got to the crease on the follow to score. Still, Lindgren — who has scored 
just one goal this postseason — was the catalyst for both goals. 

He finished the game with three hits and a plus-three mark, helping 
frustrate Carolina’s top line of Teuvo Teravainen, Sebastian Aho and 

Seth Jarvis for most of the night. And of course, the two assists. That’s 
the kind of play the Rangers have come to expect from Lindgren, who 
was banging down coach Gerard Gallant’s door to get back in the lineup 
after missing time against the Penguins in Round 1. 

Speaking for the first time since incurring the lower-body injury he’s still 
playing through, Lindgren said Tuesday he feels good. 

“You never want to be sitting out,” he said. “Especially during playoff 
time. But you gotta be smart, too, and take your time. Make sure when 
you do get out there, you’re feeling good. You can play to the best of 
your abilities.” 

Over 20:01 of ice time in Game 4, Lindgren was very much at his best, 
and his effect on the game was evident from the jump. 

“You can see it right from the first game he got back,” said Adam Fox, 
Lindgren’s partner. “Just battling, competing. You can see it when he 
gets going offensively, too, shooting the puck. That’s what it’s gonna 
take. 

“We’ve talked about it. He knows that he’s gonna be able to do that and 
has the confidence to jump in there. But I think just when you’re battling 
and giving 100 percent — and even at the end of last game — he’s not 
taking anything from anyone. He’s giving it right back. That stuff kinda 
trickles down to the team.” 

The energy from the end of Game 3, despite 48 hours of declarations 
from both sides otherwise, very much did trickle into the start of Game 4, 
with Jacob Trouba running over Domi and the two teams going at it until 
— and after — the final whistle. 

It’s unclear exactly what Domi meant to do when he made the initial hit 
on Lindgren. 

Suffice to say, though, he probably didn’t see things going like this. 
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NHL playoffs 2022: Hurricanes vs. Rangers Game 4 odds, prediction 
today 

 

Action Network 
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The final score for Sunday’s Game 3 between the New York Rangers 
and Carolina Hurricanes may have looked in line with what we saw from 
the first two games in Raleigh, but anybody watching would tell you that 
is not the case. 

Through the first two games of the series, both Carolina and New York 
seemed OK with focusing on playing well-structured defense and 
keeping the game predictable. That pragmatic style of hockey culminated 
in Game 2, when the two teams combined for 10 high-danger scoring 
chances between them at 5-on-5. On Sunday, that total ballooned to 25 
and if it weren’t for superb goaltending, especially from Igor Shesterkin, 
the Rangers and Hurricanes could have posted some crooked numbers 
in what was otherwise a pretty open game. 

And in that open environment, it was Carolina that had the run of play. 
The Hurricanes attempted 19 more shots (63-44), created nine more 
high-danger scoring chances (17-8), and created 1.35 more expected 
goals (3.39 to 2.04) at 5-on-5 in Game 3. Shesterkin’s performance and a 
power-play goal were enough for the Rangers to get the win — and New 
York is the type of team that can get results despite the ice being tilted in 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 25, 2022 

 

the wrong direction. That’s the beauty of having an all-world goaltender 
and a great power play. 

Even with a more open style of play, the final score for Game 3 was 3-1 
and one of those tallies came via the empty net. That makes eight total 
goals for the series, including two empty-netters and an overtime winner.  
In other words, it’s been a series to remember for under-backers 

In a series like this, bookmakers know that money is going to show up on 
the under, no matter the price. At the time of writing, the Over/Under for 
Game 4 is sitting at 5.5 with the under juiced to -135. There’s even a 
chance we could. see a few sportsbooks move the total to 5 throughout 
the day on Tuesday. 

At this point, it’s buyer beware on the under in this series. You’re already 
going to be paying a tax because of how the first three games have 
played out and it’s fair to suggest that Game 3 played out as an ‘over 
game’ even if the final score disagreed. 

Additionally, it’s hard to imagine that the goaltending in this series will 
continue to be this good for much longer. Antti Raanta and Igor 
Shesterkin are both in tip-top form, but the two of them are both above 
.945 save percentages through three games. Part of that is due to the 
defensive chess match we saw in Game 2, where neither side created 
anything offensively, but at some point, the goaltending will dip, even if 
just a little. 

It’s also worth noting that there were plenty of extra-curricular activities 
after Game 3 and both camps seem to be pretty heated. If that spills over 
into Tuesday night, we could see plenty of power plays, which is a good 
thing for punters who back the over. 
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Rangers dominate Hurricanes for impressive Game 4 win to even series 

 

Mollie Walker 
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Underdogs or not, the Rangers have reinserted themselves into this 
second-round series against the Hurricanes in convincing fashion. 

After dropping the first two games of Round 2 on the road, the Rangers 
effectively protected home ice and evened the series at two-all with a win 
in Game 3 and then an inspiring 4-1 victory over the Hurricanes in Game 
4 Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden to send this matchup back to 
Raleigh, N.C., looking a lot different than it did at the start. 

In New York, the Rangers have stifled Carolina’s usually cohesive team 
game. They have worked for the right balance of scoring and a 
defensively sound structure. And as a result, the Rangers have quickly 
turned this into a competitive series. 

Oh, and the Hurricanes are now 0-5 on the road this postseason. 

“It’s huge to get the series back to even,” said Ryan Lindgren, who 
recorded his first career multi-point playoff game with two assists in the 
win. “Even the first two games in Carolina, we played good hockey. 
We’ve been a confident group all year. We’ve played the hockey we 
wanted to play in Carolina, even though we didn’t get the score we 
wanted. 

Rangers 

Hurricanes center Steven Lorentz fights Rangers defenseman Jacob 
Trouba. 

“But I think that just speaks to our team. We were down, but we’re never 
out.” 

Jacob Trouba got the Rangers going when he ran through Canes’ fourth-
liner Maxi Domi in the first period, presumably as payback for what head 
coach Gerard Gallant called a cheap shot on Lindgren after the final 
whistle in Game 3. 

Domi’s linemate Steven Lorentz stepped in to fight Trouba, who got in his 
fair share of punches and got the Rangers a power play as Lorentz was 
hit with five minutes for fighting, a 10-minute misconduct and an 
instigator infraction. 

Andrew Copp then teed up Frank Vatrano with a cross-zone pass for the 
1-0 lead at 13:31 of the first. 

“It was a big hit,” said Copp, who earned another assist just over two 
minutes later on Adam Fox’s 2-0 score before chipping in a goal in the 
third to cap the scoring. “Obviously, kind of changes the course of the 
game a little bit with them taking that penalty and us capitalizing.” 

Rangers 

The Rangers celebrate a goal during their Game 4 win over the 
Hurricanes to even the series. 

Carolina had its stretches, the long and suffocating ones where it pins its 
opponents in the offensive zone and maintains possession for what feels 
like minutes at a time. Teuvo Teravainen avoided the shutout with a goal 
early on in the third period. 

But the Rangers would not — and have not — let the Canes get to their 
game. 

Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin deserves a bulk of the credit. His 43 
saves in Game 3 and 30 stops in Game 4 speak for themselves. But this 
was arguably the Rangers’ most complete game of the playoffs. 

The Rangers could’ve floundered when they fell behind two games to 
none against the mighty Hurricanes. The fact they felt like they played 
well enough to win in both contests could’ve been deflating. Instead, they 
built on it and leveled the playing field. 

“I think we’re confident,” Copp said. “Staying even-keeled was important 
after the two games in Carolina, where both games are kind of right there 
and maybe we didn’t produce as much offensively, but we did a lot of 
good things. Now, we get two games where we win, we play well, we 
only give up two goals total and now the [talk is reversed] on them now. 

“We just got to block all that out and just stay with our game and now that 
guys are feeling a little bit better about themselves, we got to ride this 
momentum into Carolina.” 
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Rangers have adapted to Hurricanes challenge in style change from 
Penguins 

 

Mollie Walker 

4-5 minutes 24/05/2022 

 

The Rangers have experienced two entirely different series this 
postseason. 

From overcoming the explosive offense of a speedy Penguins team in a 
high-scoring first-round matchup to the defense-focused and low-scoring 
checking contest they’re in now with the Hurricanes in this second-round 
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series, the Rangers have been able to adapt to their opponents for the 
most part. 

One of the major similarities between the Penguins and the Hurricanes, 
however, is that they’re both high-volume shooting clubs. The two teams 
finished among the top 10 in the NHL in shots per game during the 
regular season, with the Penguins sixth (34.7) and the Hurricanes ninth 
(34.1). 

The Rangers have had to play each team differently in order to combat 
their strengths, and they’ve done it rather well so far. 

“Every series is different,” defenseman Justin Braun said after the 
Rangers’ optional practice on Monday ahead of Game 4 Tuesday night at 
the Garden. “You kind of come into this one and you knew it was going to 
be tight checking. They play a very north-south game where we got to 
get pucks in and it’s not as freewheeling as it was in that Pittsburgh 
series. So you got to kind of adjust to each game, each series. 

“But I think we’ve done a good job for the most part, playing good 
defense.” 

There hasn’t been much open ice for either the Rangers or the 
Hurricanes through the first three games. The Rangers were able to limit 
Carolina to just a single goal in regulation, not including Sebastian Aho’s 
empty-netter in Game 2, in each contest. For context, the Hurricanes 
hung 14 goals on the Rangers in four regular-season meetings, which 
includes the Blueshirts’ lone win behind backup goalie Alexandar 
Georgiev’s outstanding shutout in late March. 

Carolina stole one in overtime in Game 1 after getting outplayed for a 
majority of the game and then blanked the Rangers in Game 2, but the 
Rangers broke through on the power play and got an insurance tally from 
Chris Kreider to take Game 3. 

So have the Rangers found a balance between sound defensive hockey 
and opening things up for themselves offensively? 

“I wish I could say that,” Rangers head coach Gerard Gallant said. “I just 
can’t turn the offense on when I want. I never tell the guys, ‘Let’s not play 
offense tonight, let’s just get the puck out of our zone.’ That’s never part 
of what our team [is told] to do. Now the Carolina games, they were very 
similar to us. There wasn’t a whole lot of scoring chances and I 
mentioned that after the games. It’s the first- and second-best two teams 
in the league in goals-against average. It was tight hockey, you’re feeling 
each other out. And there wasn’t much either way. 

“So it wasn’t just like us playing defensive hockey. They were doing the 
same thing. It wasn’t a big difference in the scoring chances in both of 
those games.” 

If the Rangers can continue to stifle the Hurricanes’ team game and get 
their power play going, that could prove to be the difference in this series. 
But if the top six and the rest of their offense goes cold like it did in Game 
2 or their defensive structure falls apart like it did at the end of Game 1, 
the Rangers won’t be able to contain Carolina. 

“As a defenseman, I think Games 1 and 2, I didn’t think we gave up 
much,” Justin Braun said. “Creating stuff is not really my forte. But if 
you’re going out there and hold them to just a few shots when you’re out 
there, keeping them to the perimeter, that’s what I want to do night in and 
night out.” 
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Rachel Brosnahan suits up in Rangers gear ahead of Game 4 against 
Hurricanes 
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Should Rangers coach Gerard Gallant want to make any last-minute line 
changes ahead of Game 4 against the Hurricanes, Rachel Brosnahan is 
ready to go. 

The “Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” actress, 31, suited up in Rangers gear on 
Monday in a new hype video for the Blueshirts, who are looking to even 
out their second-round playoff series against Carolina on Tuesday at The 
Garden. 

“These Rangers don’t know when they’re done, and that’s why they’re 
not done yet,” said Brosnahan, who has been a staple at MSG 
throughout the season. 

The Emmy Award-winning actress praises the team as the video 
continues, notably goaltender Igor Shesterkin, who had 43 saves in 
Sunday’s Game 3 win. 

Before the clip comes to a close, Brosnahan shows off her Rangers attire 
as she directs a message toward Gallant: “Put me in coach, I’m ready!” 

Though it remains to be seen if Brosnahan will make an appearance at 
MSG on Tuesday night, Gallant — who is in his first season in New York 
— is hopeful the Rangers will turn in another impressive performance 
after Sunday’s 3-1 victory. 

“I liked the way we played and battled in those two games in Carolina, 
and tonight, we felt we were going to win the hockey game,” Gallant said 
postgame. “Our goalie was outstanding in the first half of the game and 
made some big key saves for us. I thought we played well enough to 
win.” 

The Rangers opened their series against the Hurricanes in Carolina, 
dropping back-to-back games last Wednesday and Friday, respectively. 
The series will return to Carolina for Game 5 on Thursday. 

The winner of this series will advance to the Eastern Conference Finals 
to face the Tampa Bay Lightning, who swept the Florida Panthers on 
Monday. 
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Rangers vs. Hurricanes line, prediction for critical Game 4 

 

Action Network 

4-5 minutes 24/05/2022 

 

The final score for Sunday’s Game 3 between the New York Rangers 
and Carolina Hurricanes may have looked in line with what we saw from 
the first two games in Raleigh, but anybody watching would tell you that 
is not the case. 

Through the first two games of the series, both teams seemed OK with 
focusing on playing well-structured defense and keeping the game 
predictable. That pragmatic style of hockey culminated in Game 2, when 
the two teams combined for 10 high-danger scoring chances between 
them at five-on-five. 

On Sunday, that total ballooned to 25 and if it weren’t for superb 
goaltending, especially from the Rangers’ Igor Shesterkin, this game 
could have sailed over the total with plenty of time to spare. 
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Should emotions remain high between the Hurricanes and Rangers 
following a late hit by Max Domi (left) on Ryan Lindgren in Game 3, 
there's an elevated chance for more penalties and power plays in Game 
4 writes Action Network's Michael Leboff. 

Emotions ran high between the Hurricanes and Rangers following a late 
hit by Max Domi (left) on Ryan Lindgren in Game 3. 

Jason Szenes 

Savvy bettors know that the final box score is often misleading and even 
though the Under hasn’t been in jeopardy in any of the first three games, 
Sunday’s 3-1 Rangers victory could have easily featured more scoring. 
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Rangers' faceoff woes stifling their offense against Hurricanes 

 

Larry Brooks 
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Perhaps it is time for Chris Drury to speed dial Pierre Racicot.  

Remember back in training camp when the Blueshirts’ newly minted 
president-general manager invited the newly retired NHL linesman to 
work with the team on its perpetual issues at the faceoff dots?  

Racicot’s counsel paid some dividends during the season, maybe scant, 
but the Blueshirts did improve from 44.5 percent a year ago, a 
performance that was not only last in the league but the next-to-worst 
record of any club in nine seasons, to 48.1 percent this year, 24th in the 
league.  

Even more encouraging is that the Blueshirts were just over 50 percent 
(50.1) for the final 22 games of the season dating back to March 17.  

But the Rangers have regressed since the opening puck drop of the 
playoffs, dropping back to 42.8 percent that ranks last among the 16 
tournament qualifiers. If there is good news to be gleaned from all these 
stats, it is that the mighty two-time running Stanley Cup champion 
Lightning — next on the docket if the Blueshirts advance — are 15th.  

If there is bad news to be gleaned by perusing the numbers it is that the 
Blueshirts have gotten worse in this round against Carolina, entering 
Tuesday’s Game 4 at the Garden having won merely 41.9 percent of 
their draws against the Hurricanes. It was 20-for-49 in Game 1, 27-for-62 
in Game 2 and 26-for-63 in Game 3.  

Of course all faceoffs are not created equal. But in losing these battles at 
the dots so consistently, the Rangers find themselves in almost constant 
chase of the puck. That is certainly a factor in the club’s inability to 
generate a meaningful quantity of high-quality scoring opportunities 
against Antti Raanta.  

By the way? Sometimes this doesn’t make the slightest sense. Because 
after Kevin Rooney won 11 of his 18 draws in the opening set on the 
road, the club’s fourth-line center and penalty-killer lost all 10 faceoffs he 
took in Sunday’s Game 3 at the Garden. So Rooney, who lost all three 
he took against Vincent Trocheck and Jesperi Kotkaniemi and the two he 
took against Jordan Staal and Seth Jarvis, is now at 39.3 percent.  

On and on it goes (or doesn’t) for the Rangers, who incredibly have not 
won at least half of their draws since the 2008-09 season. They’ve had 
Brad Richards and Derek Stepan; Brian Boyle and Dom Moore; Derick 
Brassard and Kevin Hayes; Brandon Dubinsky and Erik Christensen; 

John Mitchell and, among others, Drury, himself. There must be 
something in the water.  

Gerard Gallant generally downplays the issue but when he was asked 
why he had juggled the club’s line combinations for Game 3, the head 
coach’s explanation went right to the dots of the matter.  

“I just wanted to get Copper in the middle — a stronger faceoff guy,” 
Gallant said, referring to Andrew Copp, who shifted from the right side on 
the Ryan Strome line to center of a remade third unit. “He did pretty well 
but we still had a lot of trouble at the faceoff dot. That was my thinking.”  

Copp, who’d won just 8 of 19 in the first two games, took 9 of 16 in Game 
3. He now leads the Rangers at 47.2 percent in this series. Ryan Strome 
follows at 45.2 percent.  

Mika Zibanejad, whose 52.3 percent efficiency this season ranks as the 
third-best mark over the last 13 seasons among Rangers taking at least 
1,000 draws, behind only Dom Moore’s 54.5 in 2014-15 and Drury’s 52.9 
in 2009-10, is at 44.4 percent against Carolina.  

Meanwhile, Jordan Staal (39-for-58) and Vincent Trocheck (27-for-40) 
are feasting at 67.2 percent and 67.5 percent, respectively. Sebastian 
Aho, though, is at a very Rangers-like 44.1 percent.  

Again, some faceoffs are more important than others from both an 
offensive-zone and defensive-zone perspective. But none is truly 
insignificant.  

Offense suffers when a team wins 21 of 54 offensive zone draws (38.8 
percent), as have the Rangers.  

Puck possession takes a hit when a team wins 24 of 53 defensive-zone 
draws (45.3), as have the Rangers.  

The power play is working at a disadvantage when a team wins 2 of 9 
offensive-zone draws (22.2), as have the Rangers.  

The Rangers are in this. They have gone toe-to-toe with the Hurricanes 
so far. But face-to-face has been a significant problem.  

Where is Racicot when the Blueshirts need him? 
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Max Domi doesn't understand Rangers' 'overreaction' to 'nothing play' 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-4 minutes 24/05/2022 

 

The company line for the Hurricanes following the Max Domi-induced 
fisticuffs at the end of Game 3 has been to scoff at the Rangers’ reaction 
to the situation. 

Domi himself would agree. 

“That was literally a nothing play,” Domi told The Post on Tuesday 
morning, regarding his cross-check on Ryan Lindgren that sent sparks 
flying. “Not sure what the big overreaction is. A little cross-check isn’t a 
big deal.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant was visibly upset after the game, getting 
caught on camera cursing at Carolina defensemen Tony DeAngelo and 
using his postgame press conference to call out the Hurricanes’ handling 
of the end of the game, which the Rangers won 3-1. 
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“Domi took a cheap shot at our defenseman,” Gallant said. “You got a 
long memory. You think about things, like I said, [the shoe] might be on 
the other foot someday.” 

Though Gallant had calmed down by the time he next spoke in front of a 
camera, it’s clear the situation has changed how the Rangers are 
approaching the series. 

“I guess guys feel a little braver cause they know scrums like that 
probably aren’t gonna result in anything,” the Rangers’ enforcer-in-chief 
Ryan Reaves said Monday. “I wish I was a little quicker to the scrum, for 
sure. I was a little behind, but I wish I would’ve grabbed him first.” 

Lindgren has been playing through injury this postseason, visibly 
struggling at times and taking a puck to the face at one point during 
Game 2 to add to his troubles. That, doubtless, has added fuel to the 
Rangers’ feeling about the situation. 

“Hey, they can do whatever they want,” Domi said. “We’re just worried 
about winning. One thing — and that’s trying to win that game tonight. So 
to me that’s all noise, all distraction. Just get ready to go tonight and try 
to take care of business.” 

Domi had little interest in fanning the flames. While the Rangers are 
happy to admit the series has gotten nastier — and maybe even say they 
like it that way — Domi said he doesn’t see much of a difference between 
Game 1, which saw just one penalty called on each team, and now. 

“We have our way of playing and we’ll just stick to that,” he said. “It works 
for us. We don’t have to change much.” 

Though Gallant paid lip service to avoiding a stupid play in the name of 
responding to Domi and DeAngelo, he’s happy to see his team play with 
an edge. 

“I don’t think it hurts us one bit,” he said. “I think it helps us.” 

Does it factor in at all for the man who started the whole situation? 

“Not even a little bit,” Domi said. “Means literally nothing to us.” 
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Hurricanes ready for Rangers' Max Domi response: 'I would expect 
nothing less' 

 

Ethan Sears 

3-3 minutes 24/05/2022 

 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour seemed to find the Rangers’ reaction to 
what happened at the end of Sunday’s Game 3 a bit over the top. 

“I didn’t listen to any of that stuff,” Brind’Amour said when comments from 
the Rangers were relayed to him on Monday. “I don’t know what he’s 
talking about. It’s not like we have guys that send messages.” 

Of course, that was not how coach Gerard Gallant and the rest of the 
Rangers took it when Max Domi cross-checked Ryan Lindgren after 
Sunday’s game ended. The ensuing scrum, along with some antics on 
the part of defenseman Tony DeAngelo, had Gallant fuming following the 
game, when he said Carolina initiated “bulls–t at the end of the game” 
and made a not so thinly veiled reference to Ryan Reaves getting back at 
the Hurricanes. 

Though Gallant was more calm about the situation Monday, Reaves 
leaned into it, saying he hoped the intensity carries into Game 4 and he 
plans to “go run some people and get in their face.” 

“I would hope,” Brind’Amour said to that notion. “I don’t know what he’s 
waiting for. Everybody’s gonna do what they do this time of year. 

He added, sarcastically: “And I’m hoping [Andrei Svechnikov] scores 
goals. You gotta do what you do this time of year, otherwise what good 
are you? You gotta contribute and do what you’re supposed to do. I 
would expect nothing less.” 

Besides a scoring chance he couldn’t convert in the opener, Reaves has 
had a mostly quiet series. That figures to change now as the Rangers go 
into Game 4 with a response on their minds. 

The Hurricanes, though, are downplaying the situation altogether. 

“I don’t know what message we were just sending, I think we were just 
playing until the final buzzer,” Seth Jarvis said. “Obviously stuff got a little 
out of hand, but it’s playoff hockey, it’s a series.” 

Whether the Hurricanes like it or not, though, the series has turned a 
corner. After starting out with a tightly played, clean game from both 
teams, the physical side of things is now front and center. 

“It’s playoffs. It’s pretty normal to get hit or make a hit,” Sebastian Aho 
said. “It’s intense and fast and it’s a battle out there. It’s nothing new 
there. I’m not surprised if I get hit in a playoff game. Obviously gotta be 
ready for it, but like I said, it’s a battle out there.” 
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Rangers' Ryan Lindgren feels good after Game 4, thanks trainers for 
keeping him on ice 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated May 25, 2022 12:03 am 

 

Rangers defenseman Ryan Lindgren didn’t limp as he walked into the 
postgame interview room following the Blueshirts’ 4-1 win over the 
Carolina Hurricanes in Game 4 of the teams’ second-round playoff series 
Tuesday at Madison Square Garden. 

“I feel good,’’ Lindgren said. “Just a lower body thing, and something I'm 
not going to get into right now. But we’ve got great trainers and yeah, I'm 
feeling good.’’ 

Lindgren missed three games in the first round series against the 
Pittsburgh Penguins with a lower body injury after blocking a shot in the 
three-overtime loss in Game 1 of that series. He returned in Game 5 of 
that series, with the Rangers trailing three games to one, and has been in 
the lineup every game since, as the Rangers rallied to win the series, and 
advance to the second round series against the Hurricanes. 

“You never want to be sitting out, especially during playoff time, but you 
know, you’ve got to be smart too, and take your time make sure that 
when you do get out there, you're feeling good and you can play to the 
best of your ability,’’ he said. “So like I said, our trainers are awesome. 
They helped me out a ton.’’ 

Lindgren had two assists in Game 4, and played 20 minutes and one 
second, finishing with three hits and one blocked shot. 

Gallant puts Kakko on fourth line 

In his pregame media briefing before the game, Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant said the forward lines he planned on using for Game 4 would look 
a lot more like they did at the end of Game 3, than they did at the start of 
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that game, when he broke up his Kid Line of Alexis Lafrenière, Filip Chytil 
and Kaapo Kakko and placed each youngster on a different top-3 line. 

He said there might be one small tweak. 

The tweak turned out to be dropping Kakko, the No. 2 pick overall in the 
2019 draft, to the fourth line, putting him at left wing with Kevin Rooney 
and Ryan Reaves. Tyler Motte, who scored the empty net goal in Game 
3, moved up to take Kakko’s place on the third line, skating on the right of 
Lafrenière and Chytil. 

Kakko, 21, missed the wide-open net late in the third period of Game 1 
when he could have given the Rangers a 2-0 lead. The Hurricanes later 
tied the score and won it in overtime, 2-1. 

Faceoff woes 

Faceoffs have been a bugaboo for the Rangers for years, but their 
struggles at the dot have really been noticeable against the Hurricanes. 

Entering Game 4, the Rangers had won 73 of 174 faceoffs (41.9%) in the 
series. Carolina was fourth-best in faceoffs during the regular season, 
winning draws at a rate of 53.9 percent. The Rangers, by comparison, 
were 24th in the league, with a win rate of 48.1 percent. 

The numbers have forced Gallant and his staff to find ways to mitigate 
the damage. 

“We always talk about winning faceoffs, what we're going to do, but when 
we're losing faceoffs in the ‘D’ zone, especially — on a few things in the 
neutral zone, too — that they do, when they're doing those plays, we’re 
prepared for them,’’ Gallant said Monday. “We hope we know what we're 
going to do. You know, it's not going to work perfect every time, but when 
a team does two or three different faceoff plays, we usually show that to 
our guys, and be prepared for this play if we lose the draw.’’ 

The Rangers won 18 faceoffs and lost 33 in Game 4. 
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Hurricanes happy to have controversial Ex-Ranger Tony DeAngelo on 
their side 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated May 24, 2022 11:21 PM 

 

Whatever was going to happen at Madison Square Garden in Tuesday 
night’s Game 4, the expectation was Tony DeAngelo would be in the 
middle of it for the Hurricanes. 

The ex-Ranger's reputation is what it is. Outspoken off the ice. A history 
of run-ins with other players, some of them teammates. At 26, the 
playmaking defenseman may never escape that as long as he’s in the 
NHL. 

Know what? The Hurricanes don’t care. They didn’t need DeAngelo to 
pass some character litmus test. They didn’t need Mr. Clean walking into 
their room. They just needed a replacement for Norris Trophy candidate 
Dougie Hamilton. 

So DeAngelo became a perfect fit for the Hurricanes after the previous 
Rangers’ management deemed him unfit to wear a Blueshirt. 

“That was the big part of it,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said of 
swapping in DeAngelo for Hamilton. “We lost a world class player. Right 

shot, world class player and then we got one back. That, to me, is really 
maybe more important than how well he fit in or whatever it was. We had 
a huge hole to fill and he's filled it very well.” 

DeAngelo was certainly in the middle of it at the end of the Rangers’ 3-1 
win in Sunday’s Game 3 at the Garden. The Hurricanes’ Max Domi cross 
checked hurting defenseman Ryan Lindgren and DeAngelo’s continued 
yapping finally got under the skin of Rangers coach Gerard Gallant, who 
yelled back, “Shut the [heck] up,” adding the universal chirping sign with 
his right hand. 

Afterward, Gallant said he didn’t like the [expletive] the Hurricanes 
initiated and noted he had Ryan Reaves he could sic on them. 

Of course, this is just hockey or, more specifically, playoff hockey where 
the grind of successive games begats antagonism between the teams. 

The players simply don’t see what happened in Game 3, or what might 
happen in Game 4, as a big deal. 

“You make a big deal out of everything,” Rangers defenseman Jacob 
Trouba told the media. “It doesn’t shock me.” 

But it’s not totally not a big deal. 

And that brings us back to DeAngelo. 

He had a superb first season with the Hurricanes with 10 goals and 41 
assists in 64 regular-season games and a goal and seven assists in his 
first 10 playoff games. This on a one-year, $1 million show-me contract 
after the Rangers bought out the second season of his two-year, $9.6 
million deal. 

DeAngelo played just six games for the Rangers in 2020-21 before an 
altercation with goalie Alexandar Georgiev. Then-Rangers general 
manager Jeff Gorton placed DeAngelo on the taxi squad but made it 
clear he would not play for the team again. 

Chances are, the Rangers would have moved on from DeAngelo anyway 
after the season, given their salary cap situation and the pipeline of fine 
young defensemen in the organization. 

But it can’t be overlooked that DeAngelo came to Carolina and stayed 
out of trouble. 

Other than annoying the heck out of opponents. 

“Tony has been a huge player for us,” Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole 
said. “He’s emotional. He plays with passion. He has all the skill in the 
world. He's a heck of a power-play quarterback. So I don't think you want 
to dampen what he brings to the table as far as passion and emotion. 
That's what makes him who he is, which is fantastic for us. 

“Reaves says he’s going to run guys. You put a little bit of a target on 
your back. But I don't think [DeAngelo] is disillusioned to the fact that 
that's probably going to be the case. Agitators, around the league, they 
usually have a target on their back. They [tick] guys off, which is part of 
the deal. If you're [ticking] guys off, maybe you're doing a good job of 
what you intend to do. We love Tony. We love having him on this team. 
Whatever happens the rest of this series, so be it.” 

As far as Cole is concerned, the Hurricanes’ scouts and GM Don 
Waddell deserve “kudos” for signing DeAngelo. 

He’s not likely to ever receive a vote for the Lady Byng Trophy 
[gentlemanly play]. But that’s not the Hurricanes’ concern. 

They just need him to beat the Rangers. 
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Rangers connect on power play early, beat Hurricanes in Game 4 to 
even series 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

colin.stephenson@newsday.comColinSNewsday 

Updated May 24, 2022 11:14 PM 

 

Before his team took the ice for Game 4 of their second-round playoff 
series Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden against the Carolina 
Hurricanes, Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said too much was being 
made about the nastiness that occurred at the end of Game 3 on 
Sunday. 

“You know, it's not a big deal,’’ Gallant said. “Is there something going to 
happen tonight? It's not going to be from the other night if something 
happens, trust me. We're trying to win a hockey game to get back in the 
series.’’ 

Well, midway through the first period of a scoreless game, Rangers 
defenseman Jacob Trouba skated over and threw a heavy body check 
on Max Domi, dropping him to the ice. Carolina forward Steven Lorentz 
came over and attacked Trouba, the two fought, and Lorentz was 
charged with an instigator penalty. On that power play the Rangers 
scored the game’s first goal, by Frank Vatrano. 

They would add another goal before the first period was over, add a third 
in the second period, and ultimately finish a complete, two-way effort with 
a 4-1 victory over the Hurricanes, evening up the best-of-seven series, 2-
2. 

The series now returns to Raleigh, N.C. for Game 5 Thursday night at 
PNC Arena. Game 6 will be back in the Garden on Saturday, at a time to 
be announced. 

It was Domi, the son of former Rangers enforcer Tie Domi, who had 
started all the trouble Sunday when he went after Rangers defenseman 
Ryan Lindgren at the end of Game 3 and the two fought after the game 
was over. The Rangers insisted Trouba’s hit on Domi was not retaliation 
for that, but merely a good, solid hit that ended up being a turning point in 
the game. 

“It was a big hit, and obviously, kind of changed the course of the game a 
little bit, with them taking that penalty and us capitalizing,’’ said Andrew 
Copp, who set up Vatrano’s goal, and who would later score a goal of his 
own. 

“We're not out there trying to ‘catch’ guys,’’ he said. “We're not trying to 
play stupid or anything like that. We're just trying to finish our checks 
when they're there, and play physical when we can, and make smart 
decisions. And at the end of the day, them taking the two minutes 
changed the course of the game.’’ 

Rangers goaltender Igor Shesterkin, who had been the biggest star of 
the 3-1 victory in Game 3, was brilliant again, making big saves (30 in 
total) and foiling the Hurricanes at every turn. 

His first save of the game, at 1:13 of the opening period, saw him 
somehow spring over from right to left to take away what had looked like 
a wide-open back side of the net on Brett Pesce’s shot. It sparked the 
first “Igor! Igor!’’ chant of the night.  

“It was the second shift for the game, he made that unbelievable save on 
the back door with his glove and you know, that's huge,’’ Gallant said of 
Shesterkin’s performance. 

“Igor has been great so that he changes the game for sure,’’ Copp 
added. “That first save, when it went to [Sebastian] Aho to Pesce, that 
was elite, elite goaltending right there. That can be really deflating for a 
team.’’ 

The Rangers got an early power play opportunity when Seth Jarvis was 
sent off for tripping Vatrano at 4:25 of the first period, and the first power 
play unit zipped the puck around all over the offensive zone and 
peppered Carolina goalie Antti Ranta with four shots. 

“That was incredible,’’ Gallant said. “Ranta made about four great saves 
on that power play. That's huge when you have a power play like that.’’ 

On the second power play, it was the second unit that scored, when 
Vatrano one-timed in Copp’s cross-ice pass for his third goal of the 
playoffs, at 13:31 of the first period. 

Adam Fox, who had the secondary assist on Vatrano’s goal, scored the 
goal that made it 2-0, tipping in a shot by his defense partner Lindgren at 
15:42. 

The Rangers pushed the lead to 3-0 when Lindgren (two assists) fired a 
shot that Ranta, the one-time Ranger goalie, saved. But the puck 
dropped behind Ranta, and Zibanejad was there to sweep it in at 16:42 
of the second period, his fifth goal of the playoffs. 

Teuvo Teravainen broke Shesterkin’s shutout bid with his third goal of 
the playoffs at 6:33 of the third period, but Copp restored the three-goal 
lead when he finished a return feed from Ryan Strome to make it 4-1 at 
11:10. 
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Rangers have shown they are better than Hurricanes through four games 

 

By Andrew Gross 

andrew.gross@newsday.comAGrossNewsday 

Updated May 24, 2022 11:10 PM 

 

The series ledger now reads: Rangers, two wins; Hurricanes, two wins. 
And that makes this second-round series a best-of-three, with two of 
them in Carolina, where the Hurricanes have yet to lose in these 
playoffs.But the Rangers have proven through the first four games, 
especially Tuesday night’s 4-1 win at Madison Square Garden, that they 
are the more complete team, with a better goalie and a more dangerous 
power play. They have the tools to negate the Hurricanes’ home-ice 
advantage, where the Caniac fans are actually more genteel and quieter 
than the Pittsburgh crowd that nearly did in Igor Shesterkin in Games 3 
and 4 before the Rangers rallied from a 3-1 series deficit in the first 
round. 

They are a team that should win this series to face the two-time 
defending Stanley Cup-champion Lightning in the Eastern Conference 
final. 

It’s on the Rangers if they don’t. 

Look, this is not to suggest either Thursday night’s Game 5 in Carolina 
or, if necessary, Monday’s Game 7 are gimmes for the Rangers. The 
Hurricanes outscored the Bruins, 18-6, at PNC Arena in winning all four 
home games in that first-round series while being outscored 14-6 in 
losing all three at TD Garden. 

But this series is not that. This series has been much closer, home or 
away, for either team. 

“The four games have been pretty much one-goal games most of the 
way through and I just think it’s been outstanding hockey by both teams,” 
said Rangers coach Gerard Gallant, who does not believe in momentum 
carrying from one game to the next. 
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The Rangers lost Game 1, 2-1 in overtime after surrendering the lead at 
17:37 of the third period. Antti Raanta pitched a 2-0 shutout in Game 2, 
the first of his career in the playoffs. 

So there’s nothing to suggest the Rangers can’t win in Carolina. On the 
contrary, the odds would suggest if they keep trotting out those kind of 
road efforts, they’ll win one of these, especially if Shesterkin keeps 
elevating his game after stopping 73 of 75 shots in Games 3 and 4. 

“It’s huge to get the series to get the series back to even,” defenseman 
Ryan Lindgren said. “We played the hockey we wanted to play in 
Carolina even though we didn’t get the score.” 

“We’re confident,” said Andrew Copp, who clinched the game with a goal 
at 11:10 of the third period and added two assists. “Staying even keel 
was important after the two games in Carolina. Both games are kind of 
right there and maybe we didn’t produce as much offensively.” 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour will have last change at home so he’ll 
be able to match Jordan Staal’s checking line with Mika Zibanejad’s top 
line with Chris Kreider. Those two were mostly invisible in Game 2. 

Staal wondered whether one of the Hurricanes’ road issues was getting 
too emotional and not staying disciplined. That’s something the Rangers 
have shown they can do away from the Garden. 

Game 4 did have some vestigial remains of the post-Game 3 scrum 
when the Hurricanes’ Max Domi cross checked Lindgren and Gallant told 
yapping defenseman Tony DeAngelo to “Shut the [heck] up.” 

Defenseman Jacob Trouba leveled Domi in the first period in a 
momentum-changing hit as Steven Lorentz immediately went after him to 
draw a two-minute instigator penalty and 10-minute misconduct in 
addition to five for fighting. Frank Vatrano then scored on the power play 
at 13:31 — seven seconds before the man advantage expired — and 
defenseman Adam Fox tipped a Lindgren snipe from the left circle to 
make it 2-0 at 15:42 of the first period. 

Ryan Reaves, who Gallant said he could sic on the Hurricanes if they 
wanted to play that way, leveled Andrei Svechnikov and jawed with 
DeAngelo on a shift later in the first period. He also went after Domi after 
the final horn, prompting a quick scrum. 

Both teams believe they can play physical hockey and the Hurricanes do 
have two agitators in Domi and DeAngelo. But Reaves and Trouba are 
heavier hitters so advantage Rangers. 

Besides, the Hurricanes showed no inclination in Game 4 to suddenly 
become bruisers. 

Meanwhile, the Rangers showed the past two games they can match the 
Hurricanes’ speed while playing more physically. 

It’s on them to make sure that translates into winning this series. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Rangers even series, Flames on brink of 
elimination 

 

Max Bultman, Mark Lazerus 
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Game 4: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1 | Series tied 2-2 

Who was The Guy? Look, it’d be very easy — and accurate — to just 
give this to Igor Shesterkin for the umpteenth time this postseason. The 

Rangers goaltender was great again, with 30 saves. But this wasn’t a 
goalie win for a change; the Rangers were the better team top to bottom. 
Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren had big games, but let’s give a little love to 
Andrew Copp. New York’s trade deadline acquisition seems built for the 
playoffs, and he was excellent in Game 4, with a goal and two assists, an 
xGF of 73.54 percent and a game score of 3.31. 

What was the key? The Hurricanes still can’t score. They’ve beaten 
Shesterkin only once in each of the past three games. The power play 
continues to be in shambles, now 0-for-12 dating to Game 7 against 
Boston, and Shesterkin seems to be in their heads. Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the game that it was starting to feel like the Tampa Bay series 
last season, when Andrei Vasilevskiy held the Hurricanes to one or zero 
goals in three of the Lightning’s four wins. That’s a bad sign. When the 
Rangers scored two quick goals after Jacob Trouba’s hit on Max Domi, it 
already felt like an utterly insurmountable lead. 

Key stat: Until this changes, it’s always going to be the key stat. The 
Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in the postseason and 0-5 on the road. 

Moment it was over: Antti Raanta has been outstanding in the playoffs; 
he was as big a reason as any that the Hurricanes beat Boston and took 
a 2-0 series lead on the Rangers. But Mika Zibanejad’s goal late in the 
second period Tuesday night surely will test his relentlessly upbeat 
mindset. It looked like Raanta had swallowed Ryan Lindgren’s shot from 
the slot, but the puck squirted through him, leaving an easy tap-in for 
Zibanejad. Barely two minutes earlier, Martin Necas had an open net to 
shoot at but missed badly, wide on the far side. That swing was the 
game, because while a 2-0 deficit to Shesterkin is daunting, a 3-0 deficit 
is pretty much hopeless. 

Moment of the game: Trouba’s hit on Domi at 11:38 of the first period 
looked worse than it was — Domi was falling, and that’s largely why he 
caught Trouba’s elbow to the side of his head. But it looked bad, and 
Steven Lorentz immediately leaped to Domi’s defense. And as 
Brind’Amour said afterward, you like seeing a guy stick up for his 
teammate, but you don’t like him taking an unnecessary penalty. And that 
was as easy an instigator call as you’ll see. Frank Vatrano scored on the 
ensuing power play, and Fox scored two minutes later to give the 
Rangers all the momentum — and goals — they’d need. 

Jacob Trouba leveled Max Domi with this hit early in Game 2. 

Clean or not? 

Game 4: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Edmonton leads 3-1 

Who was The Guy? In a game that saw each goalie give up at least one 
astonishing goal, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins saved the day for the Oilers. He 
scored the first of those wild goals by scooping up a Jacob Markstrom 
misplay 21 seconds into the game and burying it to give the Oilers an 
early lead. But more importantly, he bailed out Edmonton when it was 
Mike Smith’s turn for a major gaffe, which turned out to be letting in a 
near-full-ice short-handed goal by Calgary defenseman Rasmus 
Andersson. That goal was the final rung of Calgary’s three-goal 
comeback to tie the score. Losing on a night that started with so much 
promise, on home ice no less, would have been a devastating defeat for 
the Oilers. But less than six minutes after the stunning tying goal, 
Nugent-Hopkins got on a rebound and banged it past Markstrom to 
reclaim the lead — and, eventually, win the game. 

What was the key? Edmonton left the first period with less than one-third 
of the all-situations shot attempts (28.26 percent, according to Natural 
Stat Trick) but a 3-0 lead. The possession number is a little misleading in 
this case because the Oilers’ shot quality numbers were a bit better than 
Calgary’s. But emerging from the first with a big lead despite being 
outshot gave Edmonton a crucial cushion for the better part of the next 
two periods. Goals at the beginning and end of periods are killers, and 
Edmonton got both in the first. 

Key stat: 132 feet — that’s the length of Andersson’s goal. You simply 
never see this. 
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Moment it was over: With less than three minutes remaining, just after 
Nugent-Hopkins’ go-ahead goal, Andersson took a deflating high-sticking 
double-minor that all but ended the Flames’ hopes. Of course, 
Andersson’s goal from the defensive zone minutes earlier was proof 
anything can happen in this series. But trying to come back while down a 
man is rarely a recipe for success, and sure enough, the Oilers took care 
of business with an empty-netter to seal it. 
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Ryan Lindgren carries the flag for confident Rangers in Game 4 

 

Arthur Staple 
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He looks like the old Andrew-Luck-as-Civil-War-soldier meme. He’s 
walking these days like he’s been through some stuff, which he has — 
what’s believed to be a high ankle sprain, plus he took a deflected puck 
off his face in Game 2. 

But Ryan Lindgren, usually known as “the other guy” on the defense pair 
with Adam Fox, has done what he’s always done in three seasons as a 
Ranger: sucked it up and battled. He used to be known as the guy with a 
near-permanent black eye, from an errant stick, a fight or a puck. The 
lower-body injury that Lindgren said Tuesday “is something I’m not going 
to get into right now” was a little more damaging than a scar on his 
bearded face, and he missed Games 2, 3 and 4 against the Penguins. 

And boy, was he missed. The two games in Pittsburgh, when Lindgren 
was hobbling in the press box, were among the worst games the 
Rangers have played all season, from Igor Shesterkin on out. Lindgren 
might have helped, but he hardly would have been able to make that 
much of a difference. 

When Lindgren returned in Game 5 against the Penguins, Gerard Gallant 
wasn’t sure how much he’d be able to get. Patrik Nemeth dressed as the 
seventh defenseman. Lindgren played 19:34 of that one and scored the 
empty-netter that finished a 5-3 win; Nemeth played the final 15.5 
seconds after Lindgren’s goal and hasn’t dressed since. 

And Lindgren hasn’t slowed down since. His Game 4 against the 
Hurricanes on Tuesday was perhaps his best game of the postseason, 
as it was for a lot of his Rangers teammates. Lindgren played his usual 
minutes, 20:01, and chipped in with two assists in a 4-1 victory, which 
leveled the best-of-seven series at 2-2. The Rangers’ second and third 
goals came off Lindgren shots, the first tipped home by Fox, the second 
swept in by Mika Zibanejad after Antti Raanta got some of Lindgren’s 
wrist shot but not enough. 

Zibanejad’s goal was made by Lindgren jumping up in the rush, 
something he’s been doing often since he returned from his three-game 
absence. Everyone inside the Rangers room knows he’s hurting, but 
Lindgren doesn’t seem to care. Whether he’s wrestling around with Max 
Domi at the final horn of Game 3 or making like his defense partner and 
BFF, Lindgren is doing what it takes this time of year. 

“You could see it from the first game he got back, just battling, 
competing,” Fox said. “You can see when he gets going offensively, too, 
shooting the puck — that’s what it’s going to take, though. We’ve talked 
about it. He knows he’s able to do that, has the confidence to jump in 
there. When you’re battling, giving 100 percent, even at the end of last 
game he’s not taking anything from anyone, he’s giving it right back. That 
stuff trickles down. You can see the energy he brings, and it has an effect 
on the whole team.” 

There were plenty of other stars who shone for the Rangers in Game 4, 
as complete a game as they’ve played in this postseason. Shesterkin 
was brilliant as always, denying Brett Pesce on a very juicy chance 1:20 
into the game. Fox, now leading all defensemen in playoff scoring with 13 
points (at least until Cale Makar’s next game for the Avalanche), has 
been a force in the past two games after a couple of frustrating games in 
Raleigh. 

Andrew Copp led the Deadline Brigade with a 1-2-3 night, one of those 
setting up Frank Vatrano for a rare second-unit power-play goal that got 
the game going. Jacob Trouba delivered another of his signature hits, 
this one sending Domi hard into the boards and prompting Canes 
forward Steven Lorentz to take an instigator penalty that led to Vatrano’s 
goal. 

“A lot,” Gerard Gallant said when asked what he saw that was good in 
Game 4. “The first period was probably the best period of hockey I’ve 
seen all playoffs.” 

Gallant was asked about Lindgren, too, as he has been pretty much 
every day since the defenseman returned to action. “Same as always,” 
Gallant said. “He’s a warrior.” 

The Rangers have tried to become a bit more warrior-like this season, 
from the great toughing-up of last offseason to the deadline additions of 
Copp, Tyler Motte and Justin Braun. Chris Drury knows he has the elite 
guys, but he clearly wondered whether there was enough fortitude up 
and down the lineup to get deep into the postseason. 

He should be impressed by what he’s seen from a few of his core young 
guys. Alexis Lafrenière has been sticking his nose in the middle of plenty 
this postseason and got in Andrei Svechnikov’s grille after a hard hit on 
Filip Chytil on Tuesday. K’Andre Miller’s game has continued to grow 
with all the heavy minutes he’s played this playoff season. 

But Lindgren is the ultimate Rangers warrior. It doesn’t resonate quite as 
much to play a game in Buffalo in February with a shiner and a few red 
welts on your face. When you do it in May, in the middle of a second-
round playoff series, it seems to mean more. 

“You never want to be sitting out, especially during playoff time,” 
Lindgren said. “You’ve got to be smart, too, take your time and make 
sure when you do get out there you’re feeling good. You can play to the 
best of your abilities. Our trainers are awesome and they help me out a 
ton.” 

Lindgren did his part again in Game 4 to be a couple of more hands 
pulling on the rope. The Rangers have dug themselves out of a hole for a 
second straight series and head to Raleigh for Game 5, which could send 
them on their way if they can be the first team to beat the Hurricanes 
down south this postseason. 

“We’ve been a confident group all year,” he said. “We were down, but 
we’re never out.” 
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Lazerus: Rangers send a real message to Hurricanes in Game 4 win 

 

Mark Lazerus 

7-8 minutes 25/05/2022 

 

NEW YORK — Sports are chock-full of dumb stuff. There’s the NBA rule 
that allows you to advance the ball three-quarters of the way up the court 
by calling a timeout. Baseball managers wearing full uniforms. Magic-
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mystery stoppage time in soccer, when the game just … ends. Just put 
the exact time left on the clock, man. 

But few things are dumber than “message-sending” at the end of a 
Stanley Cup playoff game. As if a player on the winning team has ever 
trudged off the ice, somberly thinking, “I know we just won 4-1 and 
skated circles around those guys, but that one guy stuck his sweaty 
glove in my face at the end, so I guess it’s basically a wash. I’m now 
suddenly, irreparably and deeply concerned about the next game.” 

Absolutely nothing is accomplished by delivering a few cross-checks to 
the spine at the end of a loss. Absolutely no hearts or minds are changed 
by a scuffle in the goalmouth. Absolutely no fear is instilled in an NHL 
player by some mindless yapping after the final horn. 

Oh, it makes for great copy. And for two days, the drama-starved writers 
and TV pundits covering the — let’s face it — pretty dull Hurricanes-
Rangers series made hay over Max Domi’s Game 3-closing cross-check 
and Rangers coach Gerard Gallant screaming at Tony DeAngelo to 
“grow the fuck up,” (which was undeniably funny). The Rangers’ Ryan 
Reaves said the next day that he was going to “run some people,” which, 
as Rod Brind’Amour so astutely and hilariously noted, is his entire job 
description. 

“I would hope that’s what he’s going to do,” Brind’Amour deadpanned. “I 
don’t know what he’s waiting for.” 

This stuff happens every playoff series, and it’s almost always nonsense. 
Momentum doesn’t carry from game to game, and bad blood typically 
only does if a player is seriously injured by a reckless or malicious hit. 
Playing it up in postgame pressers is all just part of the show. 

“There’s emotions after the game,” Gallant acknowledged before Game 
4. “I’m an emotional guy. I was as a player, and I still am as a coach. 
(But) the next morning, you’re sort of giggling and laughing about it. It’s 
not a big deal. It really isn’t. Is something going to happen tonight? It’s 
not going to be from the other night, if something happens. Trust me. 
We’re trying to win a hockey game and get back in this series.” 

When the Rangers’ Jacob Trouba was asked if we were all making too 
much out of all this, he shrugged and said, “You make a big deal out of 
everything. Doesn’t shock me.” 

Fair. But also not shocking: Trouba doling out a dicey hit on an 
unsuspecting opponent. Now we can debate all day long whether 
Trouba’s elbow to the head of Domi in the first period of Game 4 had 
anything to do with what happened at the end of Game 3. And we can 
debate whether it was a dirty hit or a clumsy one — Domi was falling at 
the time, which put his head right at Trouba’s elbow level, but after the 
high hits Trouba has delivered on Jujhar Khaira, Nathan MacKinnon and 
Sidney Crosby in this season alone, you can understand why he doesn’t 
get the benefit of the doubt. 

What we can’t debate is the effect it had on Game 4. Carolina’s Steven 
Lorentz pounced on Trouba immediately — an outburst of anger that 
seemed to stem at least partly from the Game 3 shenanigans — and 
earned himself an instigator minor and a 10-minute misconduct in the 
process. Frank Vatrano scored on the ensuing power play, and two 
minutes later, Adam Fox tipped in a Ryan Lindgren shot to make it 2-0. 
The Rangers went on to cruise to a 4-1 victory, evening the series at 2-2. 

That’s how you send a message. By capitalizing on the other team’s 
unforced errors. By putting a couple on the scoreboard, not in a guy’s 
ribs. 

From there, the Hurricanes were off the rails. Their first power play, 
midway through the second period, was a debacle, with Antti Raanta 
needing to make a brilliant save on Mika Zibanejad to keep it a two-goal 
game. Later in the period, Martin Necas missed a wide-open net. Then 
Raanta couldn’t corral a straightforward Lindgren shot and Zibanejad 
easily tucked in the loose puck to make it 3-0 late in the second. 

The Hurricanes are the experienced team, with a series win in each of 
the last four postseasons. The Hurricanes are, frankly, the better team, 

too, as anyone who’s watched the first three games of the series would 
have to admit. But the Rangers have the best player in the series in 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin, and that provides them with a natural 
swagger. New York also is young and inexperienced, which, counter-
intuitively in this sport that so reveres grizzled, playoff-tested veterans, 
allows them to play free and easy, without any playoff baggage weighing 
them down. 

And so it’s the Hurricanes getting lost in their own heads. There’s no 
other way to explain a power play that hasn’t scored since Game 6 of the 
Boston series, or an 0-5 record on the road in these playoffs. When 
Brind’Amour said that Reaves needs to run guys over because that’s just 
his job, he casually added that 30-goal-scorer Andrei Svechnikov needs 
to be scoring goals because that’s his job. Well, he hasn’t scored any this 
series. 

So once the Rangers took that 2-0 lead shortly after the Trouba hit, 
Game 4 was over. You’re just not going to score three goals on 
Shesterkin in one game after scoring four goals on him in the first three 
games. And if Shesterkin can steal one in Raleigh — maybe Game 5 on 
Thursday night — that would mean Carolina would have to win one on 
the road to advance. And the Hurricanes have yet to prove they can do 
that. The looming return of Frederik Andersen and the question of 
whether to bail on Raanta and go with the rusty but trusty No. 1 
netminder only adds to the increasing instability the Hurricanes have to 
be feeling right now. 

Carolina tried to make a statement with the way it ended Game 3, a 
declaration that while they may have lost the game, the series was still 
theirs. It was meant to be a reminder that they won’t go away meekly. But 
the Rangers shrugged it off as easily as they’ve been shrugging off 
Hurricanes power plays, as easily as Shesterkin shrugs off shot after 
shot after shot. The message? Y’all in trouble. 

Back home in Game 5, the Hurricanes don’t need to show they can fight 
the Rangers, or stand up to the Rangers, or annoy the Rangers. They 
need to show they can score on the Rangers. That’s the only message 
they need to send. Because a cross-check to the back at the buzzer isn’t 
going to strike fear into the heart of the Rangers, and neither are five 
non-empty-net goals in four games. 
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Tyler Motte adding key element to Rangers 4th line: ‘He’s been one of 
their best forwards’ 

 

Arthur Staple 

6-7 minutes 24/05/2022 

 

Not many people know about Tyler Motte. But when he scored his first 
goal as a Ranger, a backhand flip into an empty net to seal Game 3 of 
the team’s second-round series against the Hurricanes, it was a reminder 
that the 27-year-old who plays bigger than his generously listed 5-foot-10 
frame has quietly slipped into a very important role for the Rangers in this 
postseason, even as he doesn’t get the big minutes or big moments. 

Motte is hardly a big scorer, with 35 career regular-season goals in 269 
games. But since his return from injury in Game 6 of the first round 
against the Penguins, he’s provided plenty of juice in his limited role — 
so much so that (small sample size alert) he leads the Rangers in 
expected-goals percentage in the postseason at 57.82 percent. His 
presence allows Gerard Gallant to use his fourth line deeper into games, 
or at least parts of it when he can send Motte, Kevin Rooney and another 
forward besides Ryan Reaves over the boards to preserve a lead. 
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Motte’s presence has also allowed Gallant to avoid using his top-six 
forwards so heavily on the penalty kill. In the five games since Motte 
came back from an upper-body injury, the PK rotation has been Andrew 
Copp, Motte, Rooney and Mika Zibanejad, with an occasional shift for 
Chris Kreider and even fewer shifts for Ryan Strome. 

“He takes a little bit of heat off those top guys,” Gallant said. “(Motte) 
does a lot of different things for us. Like (Goodrow). They’re the same 
type of player.” 

Motte has been doing that for a few years now. He was a Michigan kid 
who made it to the U.S. National Team Development Program program 
in Ann Arbor, a year behind current teammates Copp, Jacob Trouba and 
Frank Vatrano. “He was always the same kind of player,” said Andy 
Copp, Andrew’s father, who scouted Motte for the U.S. program. “Maybe 
considered a little undersized, but one of the hardest workers around. 
And he has a lot of skill.” 

He followed Copp and Trouba to the University of Michigan after being 
selected 121st overall by Chicago in the 2013 draft. Motte had 32 goals 
his junior year playing alongside Kyle Connor and J.T. Compher, then he 
bounced between the Hawks and the AHL before going to Columbus 
along with Artemi Panarin, then to Vancouver at the 2017-18 trade 
deadline for Thomas Vanek. 

Motte found his niche in Vancouver under Travis Green. He never scored 
more than nine goals in any of his four seasons there, but he showed 
himself to be a playoff performer with four goals in the Canucks’ 
improbable run to the Western Conference semifinal in the 2020 
Edmonton bubble, including this one: 

Thank you, Tyler Motte. Hear and soul player who delivered in clutch 
moments, like the 2020 bubble playoffs. 

This season is the final one of a two-year deal worth $1.225 million per. 
Motte was reportedly seeking an extension with the Canucks in the $2 
million range, but the front-office upheaval seemed to set him on a 
course to be moved at the deadline. The Rangers didn’t seem like a 
prime destination, given their need for help further up the forward depth 
chart, but Chris Drury sent a fourth-round pick to the Canucks on 
deadline day two months ago and added Motte to the stable of 
acquisitions. 

ESPN’s Sean McDonough relayed a conversation he had with Drury prior 
to Game 1 against Carolina on the air Wednesday, saying: “(Drury) said 
he had no idea how good Motte was. ‘Our scouts kept saying Motte, 
Motte, Motte, we need to get Motte.’ And Chris is really glad they did.” 

Motte’s return after missing a month following a hit from Pittsburgh’s 
Anthony Angello was huge also because Goodrow, the player Gallant 
compared him to, had been out since Game 1 with what’s believed to be 
a broken foot. A league source said this week that Goodrow “could be 
getting close” to a return, possibly by the end of this series, though he 
hasn’t practiced with his teammates since the injury. 

That would give Gallant a real decision to make. Reaves has had a 
decent run on the fourth line so far in the postseason, not chasing hits or 
extracurricular activity as of now — though he did say on Monday that 
there might be some elevated nastiness to come in Game 4 after Max 
Domi’s game-ending cross-check on Ryan Lindgren Sunday. Reaves 
doesn’t even lead the Rangers in hits this postseason; his 28 are tied for 
third, behind Trouba and Kreider. 

Motte has done what he did in Vancouver: elevate the play of his 
linemates. Rooney and Reaves struggled to find much consistency 
before Motte returned; in the five games that line has been together, the 
shot share numbers are mediocre but the trio has generated some 
scoring chances, almost exclusively through Motte’s speed and ability to 
take pucks off Hurricanes players. 

“He’s fast, plays with an edge, holds the puck well, carries it in,” Reaves 
said. “Things we need on our line.” 

Motte is helping big-time now. The question follows then: Can he be a 
part of what’s to come with the Rangers? They already have Goodrow. 
Copp might be a player Drury decides to try to re-sign. That gives them 
two versatile forwards to move around the middle of the lineup. Do they 
need another? Can they afford another with a salary-cap crunch 
looming? 

There’s no answer to those questions yet. There is an answer to this one: 
Who is Tyler Motte? 

“Hard-working little guy,” said an NHL scout who’s seen all the Rangers 
playoff games so far. “And he’s been one of their best forwards.” 
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Stanley Cup contender checklist: How do the final seven playoff teams 
stack up? 

 

Shayna Goldman 
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A season’s worth of roster building — from offseason moves, deadline 
deals, drafting, and developing players — culminates in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs for 16 teams.  

Now with only seven teams remaining, who built a roster that best stacks 
up as a contender? 

The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn put together a blueprint for contenders 
based on a decade of champions using Game Score Value Added. 
There’s no single method for team building, but the blueprint helps 
pinpoint patterns that have led to success.  

There are 10 common elements that stand out as the staple pieces found 
in those championship-caliber teams: 

Elite first-line center that’s among the very best players in the world. 

Elite first-line winger to support the elite center. 

Two other top-line wingers on each of the top two lines. 

Top-line center to play behind the elite center. 

Two more top-six forwards for depth in the middle six. 

Elite No. 1 defenseman. 

A second No. 1 defenseman to play behind him. 

A top-pairing defenseman to help anchor a strong second pair with the 
No. 2. 

Another top-pairing caliber defender to crush soft minutes on the third 
pair. 

A top-10 caliber starting goaltender. 

This is just one way to analyze, but it’s the measuring stick we’ll use for 
the remaining teams, using both projections (based on three years of 
data weighed by recency and adjusted for age) and actual values (per 82 
games, to equal the playing field) from this year to see who measures up 
within the range per position.  

Of course, as the Panthers who were eliminated just last night show, it’s 
not just a matter of building a stacked roster. Florida had nine of those 10 
elements solidified, only falling short with their second “top-pair 
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defenseman.” That’s why it’s important to consider who has risen to the 
occasion, and who has fallen short this postseason as well.  

Tampa Bay Lightning 

As the only team through to Round 3, the Lightning have shown they 
have what it takes. Even more impressive is that they managed to sweep 
their Round 2 opponents, the Panthers, without Brayden Point which 
shifted Anthony Cirelli and Nick Paul higher in the depth charts.  

Eight of 10 elements earned a check, varying in where they fit within the 
ideal range per position. This is a lineup with superstars who have been 
the game-changers a championship team needs. Victor Hedman leads 
his team with an average game score of 1.29. Nikita Kucherov and 
Steven Stamkos are right behind him, as expected.  

Fourth is the player who missed all of Round 2. Point has the most 
glaring red “x” next to his name. As well as he played this season, it 
wasn’t quite at his usual level. And the injury that sidelined him this series 
took away an opportunity for him to show just how much he rises to the 
occasion in the playoffs. While not ‘having’ an elite 1C is concerning, the 
Lightning know what they have in Point, and have elite talent around him 
at the top of their lineup to make up for it.   

The other player to fall short of the list is Nick Paul, though most of that is 
based on his time with a weak Senators team. The utility forward has 
shown that he’s been a good fit since the deadline. Plus, there are other 
options to fill out that slot whether it’s Brandon Hagel or Ross Colton who 
meet the criteria.  

While his actual performance was short of projections in the regular 
season, Andrei Vasilevskiy still qualified in the elite tier. His postseason 
may have gotten off to an average start, but the goalie’s since elevated 
his game — first, with a difference-making performance in Game 7 
against Toronto when he saved 2.18 goals above expected, and then 
through four games against Florida when he earned a GSAx of 10.06. In 
series-clinching games so far, between Game 7 in Round 1 and Game 4 
last night, Vasilevskiy saved 5.89 more goals than expected.  

There were some doubts about the Lightning heading into the playoffs, 
but this team is still built to win and is a challenge for even some of the 
best-constructed teams to get past. 

Carolina Hurricanes  

Carolina checks off all 10 boxes on the checklist. The only way they fall 
short is with goaltending. Antti Raanta’s been in goal with Frederik 
Andersen injured, and he’s projected to be worth 1.6 wins compared to 
the usual starter’s 4.0. But he’s performed really well in the starter’s 
crease this postseason with a .941 save percentage in nine games, 
where he’s saved 8.91 goals above expected. So, even though he 
doesn’t have the regular season backing or enough from the last three 
years to put him in that elite territory, he’s been excellent so far.  

The fact that the Hurricanes don’t have many leading forwards in gold, 
exceeding the ideal range, is why many can point to a lack of “star 
power.” Still, this is a core four that teams should want, with the depth to 
match. That’s why Carolina has that Cup-caliber potential. 

Some question marks from a few months back have been resolved. Brett 
Pesce trended up over the last few months to check off that second 
number one defenseman role. Martin Necas, who hasn’t had his best 
season, on the other hand, was replaced on the checklist by Seth Jarvis.  

Now the lingering question is how this lineup will stack up to the other 
legitimate contenders around the league. If they advance in this series, 
their next test will be a massive one — one they couldn’t pass last year in 
Tampa Bay.  

New York Rangers 

While depth is a strength of the Hurricanes, it’s what hurt the Rangers 
last time around before the deadline. Players weren’t slotted in their 
appropriate roles, like Barclay Goodrow as a “top line winger” which 

Andrew Copp has now replaced because there weren’t superior options 
to fulfill them.  

Management tried to take advantage of such stellar years from the 
team’s best, from Igor Shesterkin to Chris Kreider, by adding at the 
deadline. So now, New York safely checks off seven of the 10 
categories, with one iffy, eighth marker (Ryan Lindgren). That puts them 
in a better position to compete this year, but there are still some 
drawbacks both to the roster, and overall level of play from their skaters.  

The Rangers may have the players at the top of their lineup to compete 
with top-tier contenders, but they’re not getting the level needed of elite 
players like Artemi Panarin. The winger picked up his game post-
deadline, ending the year playing some of his best hockey of the season. 
But aside from the series-clinching goal in Round 1, he hasn’t been as 
productive this postseason earning just a 0.07 average game score so 
far.  

He’s not the only player falling below expectations — Zibanejad leads the 
team with an average game score of 0.65 which is far from ideal from 
him individually, for anyone falling below him who should be producing 
more — but it’s even more noticeable from a team that’s as top heavy as 
this.  

New York could likely keep masking their depth if their best were 
consistently playing like their best. Aside from Shesterkin (aside from two 
rough games in Round 1), that’s not the case — and that could be what 
ends their postseason. 

Colorado Avalanche 

The Avalanche are a favorite this year, and their nine out of 10 
checkmarks show exactly why. Not only does Colorado hit almost every 
component of the checklist, but every player is also above the ideal 
range based on projections or actual performance. This is an elite core 
that’s one of the best in the league.  

We know Colorado can build a dynamic roster, but now the pressure is 
on them to make the most of it in the playoffs. With a 3-1 series lead in 
Round 2, they’re doing exactly that, led by game-changing performances 
from their top players from Cale Makar to Nathan MacKinnon, along with 
support from Nazem Kadri and Valeri Nichushkin — but their quest is far 
from over.  

There are two positions to watch for right now as they try to advance 
ahead of where they ended last year, both of which are on the blue line.  

Josh Manson is the one player who doesn’t hit what a contender should 
strive for in that role. When a team is as loaded as the Avalanche, that’s 
less of a concern because the parts around him can make up for it. 
Context is important here since Manson’s numbers are reflective of his 
time in Anaheim above all else. So far in the postseason, he’s averaging 
a .82 game score that’s ahead of his regular-season earnings.  

The worry, however, may be how his game holds up this postseason 
without his mainstay partner in Sam Girard who is out with a broken 
sternum. Jack Johnson replaces him in the lineup for now, which is a 
major downgrade. But Bowen Byram is the player moving up on the 
checklist since he has a game more similar to the injured Girard (and is 
rated so highly already). The expectation is more so on him and Erik 
Johnson to step up versus the sixth defender who just slotted into the 
lineup.  

St. Louis Blues 

Forward depth stands out as the Blues’ strength, even though Ryan 
O’Reilly doesn’t rate as an elite first-line center. That said, his 
performance in the postseason has led this team with an 1.59 average 
game score. Right behind him is David Perron, who once again has 
raised his game in the playoffs.  

There are numerous forward options for that top-six forward position, 
including Brandon Saad over Brayden Schenn who is pictured above.  
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The problem for the Blues is their defense. Justin Faulk exceeded 
expectations in the regular season and Colton Parayko rates well enough 
as a number one. Torey Krug, however, has been out for much of the 
playoffs. And while Nick Leddy fits the bill as a puck mover this team 
needed on the back end, they still need higher caliber defenders to boost 
the top of their blue line.  

Goaltending is both a strength and a weakness. Ville Husso rates out as 
the better goaltender, as he’s projected to be worth more than Jordan 
Binnington’s 1.8 wins. Husso earned the starter’s crease because he was 
the better goaltender in the regular season. But when he lost the net to 
Binnington, his partner ran with the opportunity and really upped his 
game.  

That goaltending depth is a strength. Few teams in the playoffs can boast 
that their backup is better than their starter.  

But, with Binnington injured, there’s no longer that same security. It’s sink 
or swim time for Husso who struggled after Game 1 of Round 1 — and 
the clock’s ticking now that they face elimination.  

Calgary Flames 

The Flames are the only Western Conference teams to check off every 
category. The top line had a fantastic season while Rasmus Andersson 
and Noah Hanifin emerged as legitimate top-pair defenders who are 
supported by a steady, balanced second pairing of Oliver Kylington and 
Chris Tanev.  

A question for Calgary, even with these checks, is whether there’s 
enough scoring in their middle six. Line tweaks in this series have helped 
find the ideal combination to maximize their secondary scorers below 
Johnny Gaudreau’s line. The third line is a bit trickier since Tyler Toffoli’s 
actual performance fell a bit short of his projection. There was less 
pressure on him given the roster around him, but the Flames could use 
his scoring touch this round.  

Going into the playoffs, it makes total sense why the Flames were 
projected to be a favorite. But their postseason performance hasn’t 
always matched that.  

In Round 1, goaltending was the difference maker with a duel between 
Jacob Markstrom and the spectacular Jake Oettinger. In this series, 
Markstrom’s hurt more than he’s helped, allowing 5.24 more goals than 
expected through three games against Edmonton. Maybe it’s the fatigue 
factor after Calgary relied on him so heavily in the regular season, or just 
a rough stretch he’s going to bounce back from. But a Game 4 loss 
would put the Flames on the brink of elimination, so now they’re going to 
need this team that’s built to contend to play like it more consistently. 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers, led by the generational play of Connor McDavid, are making 
their presence known in the playoffs. There are some holes in the lineup 
around him and Leon Draisaitl up front, but Edmonton’s still rolling going 
into Game 4.  

If management could address some of those holes, they’d take a leap 
forward in shedding their reputation as a two-player team. As much as 
the Oilers are getting contributions from lower in the lineup, that top line 
is the difference-maker. Draisaitl’s shifted to the wing on it which has 
helped that trio dominate, and taken some strain off the injured forward. 
But that obviously takes away from a more balanced lineup. 

Where Edmonton doesn’t stack up to the contender checklist isn’t entirely 
surprising. Another top-pair caliber defenseman would do wonders for 
this team. Another high-end winger wouldn’t hurt, either. Then there’s the 
goaltending. Mike Smith has had some outstanding performances and 
some that are disastrous. An already volatile position becomes even 
more so with him in the blue paint. But he’s who the Oilers have, and at 
this point they just have to make the best of it. At least he’s the superior 
option to his backup.  

The Oilers have performed well relative to their Round 2 opponent who 
ended the regular season looking like one of the teams to beat. But it’s 

only going to get harder from here, and despite having one of the best 
players in the world, the reason this team falls short of the average 
contender in other areas could come back to bite them.  
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A season’s worth of roster building — from offseason moves, deadline 
deals, drafting, and developing players — culminates in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs for 16 teams.  

Now with only seven teams remaining, who built a roster that best stacks 
up as a contender? 

The Athletic’s Dom Luszczyszyn put together a blueprint for contenders 
based on a decade of champions using Game Score Value Added. 
There’s no single method for team building, but the blueprint helps 
pinpoint patterns that have led to success.  

This is just one way to analyze, but it’s the measuring stick we’ll use for 
the remaining teams, using both projections (based on three years of 
data weighed by recency and adjusted for age) and actual values (per 82 
games, to equal the playing field) from this year to see who measures up 
within the range per position.  

Of course, as the Panthers who were eliminated just last night show, it’s 
not just a matter of building a stacked roster. Florida had nine of those 10 
elements solidified, only falling short with their second “top-pair 
defenseman.” That’s why it’s important to consider who has risen to the 
occasion, and who has fallen short this postseason as well.  

Red X: A hole in the lineup, below acceptable range from average Cup-
winner 

Color-coding all matches to “projected” range of average Cup-winner.  

Tampa Bay Lightning 

As the only team through to Round 3, the Lightning have shown they 
have what it takes. Even more impressive is that they managed to sweep 
their Round 2 opponents, the Panthers, without Brayden Point which 
shifted Anthony Cirelli and Nick Paul higher in the depth charts.  

Eight of 10 elements earned a check, varying in where they fit within the 
ideal range per position. This is a lineup with superstars who have been 
the game-changers a championship team needs. Victor Hedman leads 
his team with an average game score of 1.29. Nikita Kucherov and 
Steven Stamkos are right behind him, as expected.  

Fourth is the player who missed all of Round 2. Point has the most 
glaring red “x” next to his name. As well as he played this season, it 
wasn’t quite at his usual level. And the injury that sidelined him this series 
took away an opportunity for him to show just how much he rises to the 
occasion in the playoffs. While not ‘having’ an elite 1C is concerning, the 
Lightning know what they have in Point, and have elite talent around him 
at the top of their lineup to make up for it.   

The other player to fall short of the list is Nick Paul, though most of that is 
based on his time with a weak Senators team. The utility forward has 
shown that he’s been a good fit since the deadline. Plus, there are other 
options to fill out that slot whether it’s Brandon Hagel or Ross Colton who 
meet the criteria.  
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While his actual performance was short of projections in the regular 
season, Andrei Vasilevskiy still qualified in the elite tier. His postseason 
may have gotten off to an average start, but the goalie’s since elevated 
his game — first, with a difference-making performance in Game 7 
against Toronto when he saved 2.18 goals above expected, and then 
through four games against Florida when he earned a GSAx of 10.06. In 
series-clinching games so far, between Game 7 in Round 1 and Game 4 
last night, Vasilevskiy saved 5.89 more goals than expected.  

There were some doubts about the Lightning heading into the playoffs, 
but this team is still built to win and is a challenge for even some of the 
best-constructed teams to get past. 

Carolina Hurricanes  

Carolina checks off all 10 boxes on the checklist. The only way they fall 
short is with goaltending. Antti Raanta’s been in goal with Frederik 
Andersen injured, and he’s projected to be worth 1.6 wins compared to 
the usual starter’s 4.0. But he’s performed really well in the starter’s 
crease this postseason with a .941 save percentage in nine games, 
where he’s saved 8.91 goals above expected. So, even though he 
doesn’t have the regular season backing or enough from the last three 
years to put him in that elite territory, he’s been excellent so far.  

The fact that the Hurricanes don’t have many leading forwards in gold, 
exceeding the ideal range, is why many can point to a lack of “star 
power.” Still, this is a core four that teams should want, with the depth to 
match. That’s why Carolina has that Cup-caliber potential. 

Some question marks from a few months back have been resolved. Brett 
Pesce trended up over the last few months to check off that second 
number one defenseman role. Martin Necas, who hasn’t had his best 
season, on the other hand, was replaced on the checklist by Seth Jarvis.  

Now the lingering question is how this lineup will stack up to the other 
legitimate contenders around the league. If they advance in this series, 
their next test will be a massive one — one they couldn’t pass last year in 
Tampa Bay.  

New York Rangers 

While depth is a strength of the Hurricanes, it’s what hurt the Rangers 
last time around before the deadline. Players weren’t slotted in their 
appropriate roles, like Barclay Goodrow as a “top line winger” which 
Andrew Copp has now replaced because there weren’t superior options 
to fulfill them.  

Management tried to take advantage of such stellar years from the 
team’s best, from Igor Shesterkin to Chris Kreider, by adding at the 
deadline. So now, New York safely checks off seven of the 10 
categories, with one iffy, eighth marker (Ryan Lindgren). That puts them 
in a better position to compete this year, but there are still some 
drawbacks both to the roster, and overall level of play from their skaters.  

The Rangers may have the players at the top of their lineup to compete 
with top-tier contenders, but they’re not getting the level needed of elite 
players like Artemi Panarin. The winger picked up his game post-
deadline, ending the year playing some of his best hockey of the season. 
But aside from the series-clinching goal in Round 1, he hasn’t been as 
productive this postseason earning just a 0.07 average game score so 
far.  

He’s not the only player falling below expectations — Zibanejad leads the 
team with an average game score of 0.65 which is far from ideal from 
him individually, for anyone falling below him who should be producing 
more — but it’s even more noticeable from a team that’s as top heavy as 
this.  

New York could likely keep masking their depth if their best were 
consistently playing like their best. Aside from Shesterkin (aside from two 
rough games in Round 1), that’s not the case — and that could be what 
ends their postseason. 

Colorado Avalanche 

The Avalanche are a favorite this year, and their nine out of 10 
checkmarks show exactly why. Not only does Colorado hit almost every 
component of the checklist, but every player is also above the ideal 
range based on projections or actual performance. This is an elite core 
that’s one of the best in the league.  

We know Colorado can build a dynamic roster, but now the pressure is 
on them to make the most of it in the playoffs. With a 3-1 series lead in 
Round 2, they’re doing exactly that, led by game-changing performances 
from their top players from Cale Makar to Nathan MacKinnon, along with 
support from Nazem Kadri and Valeri Nichushkin — but their quest is far 
from over.  

There are two positions to watch for right now as they try to advance 
ahead of where they ended last year, both of which are on the blue line.  

Josh Manson is the one player who doesn’t hit what a contender should 
strive for in that role. When a team is as loaded as the Avalanche, that’s 
less of a concern because the parts around him can make up for it. 
Context is important here since Manson’s numbers are reflective of his 
time in Anaheim above all else. So far in the postseason, he’s averaging 
a .82 game score that’s ahead of his regular-season earnings.  

The worry, however, may be how his game holds up this postseason 
without his mainstay partner in Sam Girard who is out with a broken 
sternum. Jack Johnson replaces him in the lineup for now, which is a 
major downgrade. But Bowen Byram is the player moving up on the 
checklist since he has a game more similar to the injured Girard (and is 
rated so highly already). The expectation is more so on him and Erik 
Johnson to step up versus the sixth defender who just slotted into the 
lineup.  

St. Louis Blues 

Forward depth stands out as the Blues’ strength, even though Ryan 
O’Reilly doesn’t rate as an elite first-line center. That said, his 
performance in the postseason has led this team with an 1.59 average 
game score. Right behind him is David Perron, who once again has 
raised his game in the playoffs.  

There are numerous forward options for that top-six forward position, 
including Brandon Saad over Brayden Schenn who is pictured above.  

The problem for the Blues is their defense. Justin Faulk exceeded 
expectations in the regular season and Colton Parayko rates well enough 
as a number one. Torey Krug, however, has been out for much of the 
playoffs. And while Nick Leddy fits the bill as a puck mover this team 
needed on the back end, they still need higher caliber defenders to boost 
the top of their blue line.  

Goaltending is both a strength and a weakness. Ville Husso rates out as 
the better goaltender, as he’s projected to be worth more than Jordan 
Binnington’s 1.8 wins. Husso earned the starter’s crease because he was 
the better goaltender in the regular season. But when he lost the net to 
Binnington, his partner ran with the opportunity and really upped his 
game.  

That goaltending depth is a strength. Few teams in the playoffs can boast 
that their backup is better than their starter.  

But, with Binnington injured, there’s no longer that same security. It’s sink 
or swim time for Husso who struggled after Game 1 of Round 1 — and 
the clock’s ticking now that they face elimination.  

Calgary Flames 

The Flames are the only Western Conference teams to check off every 
category. The top line had a fantastic season while Rasmus Andersson 
and Noah Hanifin emerged as legitimate top-pair defenders who are 
supported by a steady, balanced second pairing of Oliver Kylington and 
Chris Tanev.  

A question for Calgary, even with these checks, is whether there’s 
enough scoring in their middle six. Line tweaks in this series have helped 
find the ideal combination to maximize their secondary scorers below 
Johnny Gaudreau’s line. The third line is a bit trickier since Tyler Toffoli’s 
actual performance fell a bit short of his projection. There was less 
pressure on him given the roster around him, but the Flames could use 
his scoring touch this round.  

Going into the playoffs, it makes total sense why the Flames were 
projected to be a favorite. But their postseason performance hasn’t 
always matched that.  

In Round 1, goaltending was the difference maker with a duel between 
Jacob Markstrom and the spectacular Jake Oettinger. In this series, 
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Markstrom’s hurt more than he’s helped, allowing 5.24 more goals than 
expected through three games against Edmonton. Maybe it’s the fatigue 
factor after Calgary relied on him so heavily in the regular season, or just 
a rough stretch he’s going to bounce back from. But a Game 4 loss 
would put the Flames on the brink of elimination, so now they’re going to 
need this team that’s built to contend to play like it more consistently. 

Edmonton Oilers 

The Oilers, led by the generational play of Connor McDavid, are making 
their presence known in the playoffs. There are some holes in the lineup 
around him and Leon Draisaitl up front, but Edmonton’s still rolling going 
into Game 4.  

If management could address some of those holes, they’d take a leap 
forward in shedding their reputation as a two-player team. As much as 
the Oilers are getting contributions from lower in the lineup, that top line 
is the difference-maker. Draisaitl’s shifted to the wing on it which has 
helped that trio dominate, and taken some strain off the injured forward. 
But that obviously takes away from a more balanced lineup. 

Where Edmonton doesn’t stack up to the contender checklist isn’t entirely 
surprising. Another top-pair caliber defenseman would do wonders for 
this team. Another high-end winger wouldn’t hurt, either. Then there’s the 
goaltending. Mike Smith has had some outstanding performances and 
some that are disastrous. An already volatile position becomes even 
more so with him in the blue paint. But he’s who the Oilers have, and at 
this point they just have to make the best of it. At least he’s the superior 
option to his backup.  

The Oilers have performed well relative to their Round 2 opponent who 
ended the regular season looking like one of the teams to beat. But it’s 
only going to get harder from here, and despite having one of the best 
players in the world, the reason this team falls short of the average 
contender in other areas could come back to bite them.  
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Down Goes Brown: 10 long-lost playoff rivalries fans need back in their 
lives 

 

Sean McIndoe 

16-20 minutes 24/05/2022 

 

It only took three decades, but the hockey gods finally delivered. 

For the first since 1991, hockey fans have been treated to a Battle of 
Alberta. And it goes without saying that it’s been amazing, with a ton of 
goals, lots of bad blood, and Connor McDavid doing things that would 
have made 1987-era Wayne Gretzky go “come on dude, go easy on 
them.” It’s been fantastic, just like we all knew it would be. 

It’s also the third time in the last two years that the playoffs have served 
up a long-awaited rivalry matchup. Last season we finally got the first-
ever Battle of Florida, and it was so much fun that we immediately 
greenlit a sequel for this year, which was probably a mistake. We also 
got the first meeting between the Habs and Leafs since the 1970s, and I 
haven’t finished watching that one yet so no spoilers, please. 

It all got me thinking about other rivalry matchups that we haven’t seen in 
a while, or maybe even ever, which seemed like a worthy topic for a 
ranking. I’ll define “a while” as within the last 10 years, and I’ll rank each 
matchup based on an objective set of criteria known as “I’m making this 
up as I go along.” 

I’ll try to hit as many teams as I can, but there will be a few repeats in 
here, and unfortunately, a few teams are going to be left out entirely, 
especially those that have had lots of playoff action over the last decade 
and covered off most of their possible matchups. If you’re a fan of one of 

those teams, please be assured that my heart breaks for you. It must be 
so difficult to cheer for a team that wins in the playoffs. Couldn’t be me. 

If I’d done this list a year ago, the Battle of Alberta would have been an 
easy No. 1. Since the hockey gods are obviously feeling generous these 
days, maybe we can inspire them with a few more ideas for next year. 
Here we go … 

10. Blackhawks vs. Canucks 

Total matchups: Five. 

Last playoff chapter: 2011 

The rivalry in one sentence: Two old guys at the bar reminiscing about 
their glory days, which sounds sad until you realize that their glory days 
were pretty damn glorious. 

I went back and forth on whether to include this one. It kind of came out 
of nowhere a decade ago, as two teams with little history ended up 
crossing paths in the playoffs three years in a row and briefly became the 
best rivalry in the league. Those teams were stacked with talent, pretty 
evenly matched, and hated each other. No really, those were some nasty 
series, with the animosity spilling over to the regular season. When 
hockey fans are debating the merits of hair-pulling, you know you’ve got 
a rivalry. 

The 2011 meeting was a fitting final chapter, with the best Canucks team 
ever looking to avenge losses in each of the previous two years. 
Vancouver went up 3-0 in the series, let the Hawks come all the way 
back to force a Game 7, and then finally slayed the dragon in overtime. 
Having the winner scored by one of the rivalry’s central villains was a 
nice touch. 

Would a reboot all these years later work? I’m not sure it would, with 
almost all the key characters long gone and both teams doing quasi-
rebuilds. Still, I’m going to include it, if only because it wouldn’t take much 
for a lot of those bad feelings between the fan bases to come flooding 
back. 

9. Coyotes vs. Jets 

Total matchups: None. 

Last playoff chapter: Never. 

The rivalry in one sentence: Spiderman pointing meme, except it’s two 
guys in Jets jerseys. 

OK, I admit that it’s weird to have a “rivalry” between two teams that have 
never met in the playoffs, aren’t anywhere near each other 
geographically, and have barely even had any memorable moments on 
the ice. 

Still … you’d want to see this, right? The new Jets facing the old Jets 
would feel kind of poignant, at least for Winnipeg fans. You can imagine 
the home games turning into a battle of the white outs, especially if we 
wait until the Coyotes are back in a real arena. The Winnipeg fans would 
win that side of it, obviously, but Arizona fans could fire back by hanging 
Teemu Selanne and Dale Hawerchuk banners in their arena, just to be 
jerks. This one has potential, is all that I’m saying. 

8. Leafs vs. Sabres 

Total matchups: One 

Last playoff chapter: 1999 

The rivalry in one sentence: One playoff matchup in over 50 years, 
meaning the rest of you don’t realize how insane this would get. 

Yes, I double-checked — these teams have somehow only met once in 
history, back in the 1999 conference final. The Sabres won that one, 
setting up a meeting with the Stars in the final that … well, you know. 

So why have this matchup on the list, when history says it’s barely even 
a rivalry? Because it would be amazing, that’s why. Regular-season 
meetings between these two teams are always fun, even when one or 
both teams are bad. Hell, they served up what might be the only 
memorable preseason game in NHL history. When Phil Kessel is out 
here bloodying dudes, it’s a rivalry. 
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Sabres fans love beating the Leafs, especially when they can send 
invading Toronto fans off for a sad QEW ride home. Give a young, up-
and-coming Sabres team a playoff matchup against a Leafs team that 
can’t win in the playoffs, and you’d have the perfect recipe for a 
bandwagon underdog. Trust me, this one is going to happen eventually 
and when it does, you won’t be able to take your eyes off of it. 

7. Oilers vs. Canucks 

Total matchups: Two. 

Wait, two? (Double-checks.) Yeah, somehow only two. 

Last playoff chapter: 1992 

The rivalry in one sentence: The Canucks have never beaten the Oilers 
in a playoff series and it would be two Canadian fan bases, so you do the 
math. 

I’m still shook by the realization that they’ve only ever played twice, 
because I could swear I remember them crossing paths more than that 
back in the Smythe days. Maybe I’m just confused because they were 
the Saturday night late game eight times a year back then. Oh well, the 
1992 second-round series was pretty good, and these two fan bases 
would take roughly 14 seconds before they decided they hated each 
other more than life itself and always had. 

Hey, speaking of old-school Smythe Division fun … 

6. Flames vs. Kings 

Total matchups: Four 

Last playoff chapter: 1993 

The rivalry in one sentence: The Oilers have been on one heck of a 
Smythe Division reunion tour this year. Before they finally drew the 
Flames again, they had to take care of a Kings team they hadn’t faced 
since 1992. But the Kings had another great rivalry back then, and it 
produced four playoff meetings in six years starting in 1988. The 1989 
series came as the Flames pushed their way to the franchise’s only 
Stanley Cup, and the Kings got a bit of payback in 1993 on the way to 
their first Final. Even their regular-season meetings were usually heated, 
and occasionally involved a coach sucker-punching a player. 

But for my money, the best matchup was always the 1990 meeting. That 
one saw the Flames come in as defending champs and heavy favorites, 
and featured plenty of offense (including a 12-4 Kings win and an Al 
MacInnis penalty shot). There were also a pair of overtimes, including 
one in the deciding game that ended on one of the wildest series-winning 
goals ever. 

That’s Mike Krushelnyski getting tackled by two Flames, sweeping at the 
puck while lying on his back, somehow getting enough arc under it to 
send it toward the Calgary net, and then watching it flutter just inches 
over Mike Vernon’s outstretched glove. Then the Kings all skate around 
celebrating by themselves like huge weirdos, but let’s ignore that part. 
The point is this one would be fun. 

Hey, here’s an odd fact: This year was the first time the Kings and 
Flames both made the playoffs since 1993, a stretch that includes a 
streak of 16 seasons where exactly one of the two teams made it every 
year from 2003 to 2020. I ran the numbers on the odds of that 
happening, and the answer came back “slim.” 

5. Devils vs. Rangers 

Total matchups: Six 

Last playoff chapter: 2012 

The rivalry in one sentence: If you don’t remember the 1994 meeting, just 
turn on the NHL Network and wait a few minutes, and I guarantee you’ll 
hear all about it. 

This one just slips in under our 10-year cutoff, with the last series coming 
in the 2012 conference final. That was a pretty good one, with the Devils 
coming back from a 2-1 deficit to win the series in six and earn the right 
to get humbled by the Kings in the Final. The two teams also met in 
1992, 1997 and 2008, all Ranger wins, as well as in a 2006 Devils 
sweep. Also, there was this whole thing. 

None of those series are why this rivalry makes the list. Neither is 
geography, although that part doesn’t hurt. Instead, it all goes back to 
1994, and the classic conference final that featured Mark Messier’s 
guarantee and Stephane Matteau’s overtime winner. The Rangers went 
on to win the Cup, while the Devils had to wait a year for redemption. I 
ranked it as the most painful loss in Devils history, and I stand by it. 

This would be a lot of fun, especially with four recent lottery picks in the 
mix. If we got this matchup anytime soon then it feels safe to say the 
Devils would be underdogs, but the rivalry always worked best that way. 

4. Maple Leafs vs. Senators 

Total matchups: 4 

Last playoff chapter: 2004 

The rivalry in one sentence: You can tell this bitter playoff rivalry is from a 
long time ago because the Maple Leafs dominated. 

The Battle of Ontario started off a geographic rivalry, with the two teams 
meeting for the first time in 2000. There wasn’t all that much bad blood 
back then, and even plenty of fans in the province who supported both 
teams. (This was only the second season they’d even been in the same 
conference.) The first series was fine, lasting six games and producing 
one classic overtime among a handful of memorable moments. But the 
real rivalry started in 2001, when the Leafs swept the favored Senators 
and a weird controversy broke out between Ottawa’s mayor and the 
CBC’s broadcast crew. (Yes, really.) From there, it was game on as the 
rivalry got increasingly ugly and occasionally dumb, both on and off the 
ice. The two teams met again in 2002 and 2004, with both series ending 
in Game 7 wins for the Leafs. 

The cap era hasn’t been kind to the Battle of Ontario, mostly because the 
Leafs sat out the first decade or so of postseasons. Ottawa moved on to 
a playoff rivalry with Montreal that served up a few solid chapters. But it 
still feels like it wouldn’t take much to reignite the bad blood between the 
two Ontario fan bases, and the Senators certainly have some unfinished 
business. Also, it would be fun to watch Matthew Tkachuk chug beers 
while surrounded by Maple Leafs fans in all seven games. 

Honorable mentions 

Before we get to a top three that may or may not be anti-climactic 
depending on how closely you’ve been paying attention, let’s get a few 
quick hit mentions out of the way: 

Jets vs. Canucks: Another Vancouver rivalry with only two playoff 
meetings, in 1992 and 1993. Wait, did the Canucks just only play the 
Flames every year and none of us biased Eastern types ever noticed? 

Sabres vs. Flyers: They’ve barely ever even been in the same division, 
but they’ve met nine times in history including in a Final, and this was 
low-key one of the most brutal feuds of the late 90s. 

Stars vs. Oilers: We just missed this one this year, and we haven’t seen it 
since 2003, but they once met each other in the playoffs six times in 
seven years. The Oilers won the first one in a memorable upset, then the 
Stars pasted them every other time until the Oilers just stopped making 
the playoffs to avoid them. 

Capitals vs. Devils: A classic Patrick pairing that we’ve only seen twice, 
and not since 1990. 

Maple Leafs vs. Red Wings or Blackhawks: The Wings matchup has a 
decent chance of happening someday soon, while the Hawks won’t get 
to face an Original Six rival unless it’s in the Final or the NHL adopts 
crossover seeding. Until then, we can remember how much fun these 
two Norris Division rivalries were. If you want to go back even further, the 
Hawks have met the Canadiens in the playoffs 17 times, but not since 
the mid-70s. 

Canadiens vs. Hurricanes: They’ve met twice in the playoffs and both 
had some nastiness, but this would really be about igniting their current-
day rivalry. Look, I tried my best to manifest this one last year. 

Flyers vs. Bruins: They’ve met six times but only twice since the 1970s, 
when they were the two toughest teams in the leagues and proud of it. 

Your team vs. that other team, even though they absolutely have met 
within the last 10 years: Great call, can’t believe I forgot that one. 
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3. Red Wings vs. Avalanche 

Total matchups: Six 

Last playoff chapter: 2008 

The rivalry in one sentence: The absolute best rivalry of the modern era, 
and if you weren’t around for it then hoo boy did you miss out. 

I have mixed feelings about this one. At its peak, this rivalry was the 
absolute best, combing enormous skill with visceral hatred in a way we 
hadn’t seen since the 1980s Battle of Alberta. It ruled. And because of 
how the game has evolved, we’ll never see anything like it again. 

But that’s the problem, right? The Wings/Avs rivalry was a product of its 
era, and a modern-day remake wouldn’t have a chance of living up to 
expectations. There’s a real “let the past die” vibe with this one, and it’s 
tempting to knock it down the list, or even leave it off altogether. Maybe I 
should have. 

Except … I mean, it’s not like all the key players in that old rivalry have 
disappeared. Having Joe Sakic and Steve Yzerman running their teams 
now lends some legitimacy to the rivalry’s chain of custody. Sure, it 
would be kind of like one of those TV remakes where the old stars come 
back, only this time they’re the parents of the new characters. But 
sometimes those are good. Guys like Brendan Shanahan and Patrick 
Roy are still kicking around the hockey world, and we could find a way to 
get them involved. Oh, and you know that Moritz Seider kid who’s getting 
ready to become the next Nicklas Lidstrom? Guess who his agent is … 

Yeah, you’re right, this is wishful thinking on my part. (Let’s not even 
mention that it would have to happen in the Final, which feels 
exceedingly unlikely.) Let an old man have his nostalgic dreams, OK? 

2. Sabres vs. Bruins 

Total matchups: Eight 

Last playoff chapter: 2010 

The rivalry in one sentence: This old Adams rivalry made for the perfect 
playoff matchup for an April night, or maybe a May day. 

We’ve seen a lot of the Sabres on this list, because they’ve kindly kept 
their post-2012 playoff calendar completely clear for us. We could also 
mention them with the Habs or Senators, and they’ve still got some 
animosity over the Hurricanes stealing the conference from them in 2006. 
But I think this is the best of them, conjuring up some fun memories for 
both teams. 

The two most recent meetings came in 1999, when the Sabres won on 
their way to the Final, and in 2010, when the Bruins won in a first-round 
series that preceded unfortunate events. But the real meat on this bone 
is from the 80s and 90s, when the two teams met six times in 12 
seasons. The Bruins took each of the first five meetings, including a 
Game 7 on that legendary night back in 1992, leading to an increasing 
sense of desperation for a Sabres team that needed to show it belonged. 
They finally got their win in 1993, on what remains arguably the most 
memorable sweep-clinching goal since Bobby Orr. 

And through it all, it’s safe to say that these two teams did not like each 
other. 

I just think this one would be all sorts of fun. And the Bruins even have a 
Foligno to make sure the fans stay well-behaved. 

1. Rangers vs. Islanders 

Total matchups: Eight 

Last playoff chapter: 1994 

The rivalry in one sentence: Potvin Sucks. 

I have to admit, between this and Joe Thornton in the recent OGWAC 
rankings, I’m not exactly killing it when it comes to building suspense for 
top spot on my lists. Yes, of course this spot has to go to the Rangers 
and Islanders, an all-time rivalry that’s somehow been on hold for nearly 
30 years despite the two teams always being in the same division. 

Their first memorable meeting came back in 1979, when a Rangers 
upset turned out to be the last playoff loss the Islanders would suffer for 

five years. The Islanders got their revenge during the dynasty, winning 
four straight series from 1981 to 1984, while the Rangers won two 
meetings in the 1990s. The last was a sweep in the first round in 1994 on 
the way to the Rangers’ first and only championship since 1940, which 
turned out to be tragic for Islanders fans because it cost them one of the 
most withering chants in pro sports. Don’t worry, though, they’ve got 
others, and they don’t even wait for a Rangers game to break them out. 

Honestly, I think the rivalry between the two fan bases would outshine 
anything that happened on the ice (although that side of it can certainly 
get ugly too). I mean, these fans all hate each other so much that they’ll 
throw punches at Santa Claus at Christmas time, imagine what they’d do 
in the postseason. 

Please, hockey gods. You’ve been kind to us these last few years, and 
we don’t want to be greedy. But let’s bring back the Rangers/Islanders 
rivalry, playoff edition. It needs to happen. 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - How Connor McDavid has somehow 
taken his game to another level 

 

Kristen Shilton 

 

EDMONTON -- Connor McDavid is putting on a master class of 
postseason performance, and it's pushing the Edmonton Oilers to greater 
heights. 

Take, for example, McDavid's play in Game 2 of Edmonton's second-
round Stanley Cup playoff series against the Calgary Flames. The Oilers 
were trailing 3-1 after a disallowed goal, and McDavid had just set up a 
subsequent goal for Leon Draisaitl that was also called back. 

Frustrating? Not for McDavid. Shortly thereafter, Edmonton's captain took 
control and dangled through Calgary's defense to score against Jacob 
Markstrom. 

Edmonton's bench exploded. The Oilers were back in business. And 
Calgary would not score again as Edmonton went on to win 5-3 and even 
the best-of-seven series at 1-1. 

McDavid didn't have much to say about his goal -- "I'm just happy to 
contribute," he said afterward -- but there was no mistaking its impact, or 
the one McDavid is having in these playoffs. 

And if McDavid isn't going to talk about his play, there are plenty of 
people around him willing to pick up the slack. 

"The way this guy is playing right now, it's special," Oilers interim coach 
Jay Woodcroft said. "He's driving our team forward. Connor is the best 
hockey player in the world. He's willing to pay a price to win. He's driven 
to win. He has an effect on everybody in our organization with that desire 
to take his game to the next level." 

"I think he's pushing his own limits, right? And that's what special players 
do," forward Zach Hyman added. "He's taken his game to another level, 
and that's hard to do already. But he's leading our team in every aspect. 
He's doing it all. He's a huge reason we're here." 

"Here" for the Oilers is now leading their series with Calgary 2-1 after a 4-
1 blowout in Game 3 on Sunday. McDavid had three points in that game, 
teeing up two of Evander Kane's three goals and another by Hyman. But 
McDavid's dominance goes beyond the scoresheet. 

He can also get inside your head. 

"We've let one guy beat us a few nights now," Flames forward Matthew 
Tkachuk said after Sunday's loss. "Just back to the drawing board and 
figure out a way to stop him. Pretty much, they've got one player that 
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plays half the game and he's playing some great hockey right now and 
we've got to find a way to stop that." 

Given the layers to McDavid's contributions of late, it'll be like halting a 
freight train: 

    He can effortlessly attack the offensive zone with unparalleled speed. 

    He can execute under pressure to keep a play alive. 

    He battles defensively to create offense. 

    He's engaged physically, throwing the second-most hits (12) for 
Edmonton in this Battle of Alberta series, and has levied its third-most 
hits (33) through 10 playoff games. 

The list could go on from there. McDavid has only gotten sharper since 
the Oilers opened their first-round series against the Los Angeles Kings, 
pounding on the brick wall that was Jonathan Quick until he could drag 
Edmonton through to a seven-game series win. 

McDavid leads the NHL postseason field in points (23), same as he did in 
the regular season (123). He is a Hart Trophy finalist once again this 
season. But it's not those accolades that set him apart. And it's not why 
Woodcroft is willing to put his superstar on the ice when Edmonton is 
protecting a critical lead under duress, as it was late in Game 2. 

"What I saw was a leader who, when the game was on the line, was 
prepared to be in a shooting lane," Woodcroft said. "When the goalie is 
pulled and we're killing a penalty, he was out there for a reason. He put 
his body on the line so we would win. And that type of self-sacrifice is 
what it takes to win this time of year." 

One look at McDavid and he passes the eye test. His postseason stats 
flesh out an even greater story. 

In Sunday's Game 3, McDavid became the first player in Stanley Cup 
playoffs history with nine multipoint contests through his first 10 games. 

The outlier there was a pointless night in Game 4 against L.A. (a shutout 
for Quick). Since then, McDavid has recorded multiple points in six 
straight contests, marking the longest such streak since Evgeni Malkin 
achieved the same feat in 2009 (and eventually won the Conn Smythe 
when Pittsburgh hoisted the Cup). Only Wayne Gretzky (eight-game 
streak in 1983), Darryl Sittler (seven in 1977) and Tony Currie (seven in 
1981) have done better. 

The 23 points McDavid has accrued is tied (with Boston's Rick Middleton 
in 1983) for the fourth most through the first 10 playoff games, trailing 
only Gretzky (29 in 1983 and 25 in 1985) and Mario Lemieux (25 in 
1992). 

All told, McDavid has produced sparkling individual numbers, while 
skating alongside other top talents in Draisaitl and Kane. His figures are 
only one piece of the puzzle, though. 

"[What] it shows," said Oilers goalie Mike Smith, "is that when your best 
players are playing the best hockey of their careers in the playoffs, your 
team has a really good chance to win." 

And how. 

According to Stathletes data, the Oilers have generated 34 scoring 
chances (11.3 per game) against the Flames when McDavid is on the 
ice. Without him, Edmonton has created just 17 scoring chances (5.7 per 
game) and allowed 42 scoring chances against (14.0 per game). 

He also leads all skaters this series in expected goals per 60 minutes 
(5.52). Draisaitl is second, with 5.18. Kane is third, at 3.82. 

Through the Oilers' first 10 playoff games, Edmonton has out-chanced 
opponents 102-47 with McDavid on the ice, for a staggering +55 
differential. By comparison, the Oilers have 62 scoring chances without 
McDavid on the ice and have allowed 101 scoring chances. 

As a team, Edmonton has generated 28 goals at 5-on-5 in the 
postseason; McDavid has been out there for 17 (or 60.7%) of them. 

With McDavid in the mix, the Oilers have given up only 169 shot attempts 
(16.9 per game) in these playoffs, compared with 376 (37.6 per game) 
when McDavid is on the bench. 

It's an astonishing reflection on McDavid's overall game and represents 
the sheer volume of ways he makes Edmonton better. He's already 
widely acknowledged as the NHL's best player, but McDavid hasn't 
stopped reinventing and tweaking and improving. It's that commitment to 
excellence that impresses teammates most. 

"He continues every year, in every important situation, to take another 
step and bring his game to another level," Oilers forward Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins said. "I think this playoffs he's been physically hitting guys, he 
uses his body to protect the puck and get on the forecheck. We see that 
as a group, and obviously he makes the plays at every chance [that are] 
available and creates something out of nothing in so many situations. But 
for our group, when he's your captain and he's doing that [other stuff], 
you want to follow that and you want to follow his example." 

'Driven to be the best in the world' 

Whenever McDavid touched the puck in Game 3, a roar would erupt at 
Rogers Place. Chants of "M-V-P" rained down with regularity from the 
thousands in jerseys bearing his name. 

When McDavid laid an open-ice hit on Flames pest Tkachuk in the first 
period, a crescendo of cheers. When McDavid's speed drew an 
interference call against Calgary's Trevor Lewis, an ear-splitting whoop. 

That's the power McDavid wields. No words necessary. 

"Do I think it's special what Connor's doing?" Woodcroft asked. "You 
don't need me to tell you that." 

McDavid won't provide much insight on his excellence, either. All his best 
talking gets done on the ice. 

In that respect, what else can be said? McDavid is more than a game-
changer. He's a series-breaker. And he has blown this one wide open for 
Edmonton as it heads into Game 4 on Tuesday (9:30 ET, ESPN) with a 
chance to put Calgary on the brink of elimination. 

Which would be just another day at the office for McDavid. 

"Every aspect of Connor in terms of the professional hockey player is 
business-oriented," Woodcroft said. "He is driven to be the best in the 
world. He is driven to find marginal gains on a day-to-day basis. During 
crunch time or adverse times in games, what you're seeing is somebody 
who is still maintaining his character. In his play, you see an elevation or 
willingness to do just a little bit more. And I think that type of effort and 
leadership is contagious. And I think it resonates with our players." 

With two more wins against Edmonton's provincial rivals, he'll be doing it 
on an even bigger stage. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Even when there's no McDavid magic, these Oilers are 
tough to beat 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 25, 2022, 2:34 AM 

 

EDMONTON — How long have the Edmonton Oilers been working on 
winning a game just like this one? 

How many “lessons” came along the way — the one ‘L’ word that always 
led to that other ‘L’ word — in games where the fluky goal started a wave 
of momentum that they could never turn back? Where a 3-0 lead got lost, 
and nobody had it in them to find the goal that gave them another lead to 
cling to? 

This Game 4 was exactly that — an opportunity to lose. 
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But on Tuesday the Edmonton Oilers simply grabbed hold of a hockey 
game and said, “We’re not that team anymore.” 

“There are ebbs and flows to a game, to a series,” began goalie Mike 
Smith, who never saw the 132-foot dump-in that bounced past him for 
the game-tying goal with 9:04 let in the third period. “It is never perfect. 
But it is how you handle it, battle through the adversity and stick together 
as a group. We are doing that. 

“When we are down, we are finding ways to get back in games. When we 
had the lead and they tied it up there, no one panicked and we kept our 
composure. We got a big goal by Nugget to seal the deal.” 

In a series where the Oilers have been accused of being a one-man 
team, it was Ryan Nugent-Hopkins who gave the home side the 
complimentary scoring that the Calgary Flames simply can not find. The 
longest-serving Oiler scored twice — including the even-strength winner 
with 3:37 to play — in a 5-3 Edmonton win that gave the Northerners a 3-
1 series stranglehold as this Battle of Alberta shifts south for Game 5 on 
Thursday night. 

After 11 seasons in Edmonton and just 32 playoff games, Nugent-
Hopkins’ goal put the Oilers one win away from a Round 3 he has never 
reached in a 719-game NHL career. 

Was that the biggest goal he’s ever scored? 

“I don’t think there is any question of that,” he said. “There is a lot of work 
left to do, but you would obviously rather be up 3-1 than (tied) 2-2.” 

In a series where the Flames have lamented that “one guy” was beating 
them, Evander Kane had two more goals to reach 12 in these playoffs, 
Zach Hyman added his seventh, Leon Draisaitl chalked up another three-
assist night, and the guy they call Nuge plunged the dagger in when he 
roofed a rebound behind Jacob Markstrom late in the third. 

Connor McDavid settled for two assists, a quiet night by his standards, 
quietly taking the hit to set up Kane’s empty-netter that sealed the deal. 

“Ryan Nugent-Hopkins was a first overall draft pick for a reason,” head 
coach Jay Woodcroft said. “He’s a heck of a player. He does a lot of 
really subtle things really well and makes us a deeper team.” 

Wasn’t Calgary supposed to be the deeper team here, with better 
goaltending and a stiffer blue line? But four games in, five of the top six 
point-getters — and the top two goal scorers (Kane and Hyman with five 
each) — are Oilers. 

In goal, Smith’s .913 save percentage is crushing Markstrom’s .850, and 
there’s a two-goal spread in their goals against averages (3.30 to 5.28). 

Calgary’s Matt Tkachuk had three assists in that 9-6 Game 1 Flames win, 
but has produced just a single point since. He had one shot on goal and 
was scarcely noticed in Game 4. 

Johnny Gaudreau left Edmonton pointless in Games 3 and 4. Calgary’s 
leading regular-season scorer and a Hart trophy candidate, Gaudreau 
has had plenty of looks but hasn’t delivered a single goal in this series. 

Meanwhile, McDavid extended his NHL record with his 10th multi-point 
game in 11 post-season starts, while Draisaitl became the first player in 
NHL history to record four consecutive three-plus points games in the 
playoffs. 

Kane, with 12 goals already, is closing in on the NHL’s playoff record of 
19, shared by Jari Kurri and Reggie Leach. 

So, maybe it hasn’t been a one-man show after all that has Calgary at 
death’s door, heading home for an elimination game, the first of three 
chances Edmonton could have to finish this series. 

“I think we all stepped up tonight,” said Nugent-Hopkins. “Every game is 
a team game, we know that. You can't win with one or two guys. It is a 
tough league. Especially come playoffs, you need everybody pulling on 
the same rope.” 

Hey, we all remember the days when the Oilers had their dynamic duo, 
and that wasn’t enough to beat a good Winnipeg Jets team, or even a 
mediocre Chicago Blackhawks squad. Today, the two stars have vastly 
improved their games, the supporting cast is immeasurably better, and in 

a game like this one, there are enough solutions on their bench to find an 
answer. 

“There has definitely been growth on this team, for sure,” said Smith. 
“There is a confidence this team is playing with that (and) we believe we 
can do some damage. Every game you win, you gain confidence from 
and you want to keep that ball rolling and doing the good things that 
make our team successful. 

“I think the structure we are playing with, it makes us a really good 
hockey team.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Flames remain remarkably upbeat despite now facing 
elimination 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancis 

May 25, 2022, 2:36 AM 

 

EDMONTON – Doubled over in pain on the bench, it appeared Chris 
Tanev’s night was over. 

Same could be said for his team earlier on, as it dug itself a 3-0 first 
period deficit few thought possible to climb out of. 

Doubters clearly hadn’t seen a springtime Battle of Alberta, where 
anything and everything is possible, including a 132-foot snipe to tie it 
midway through the third. 

These are the efforts, memories and the outcomes that make the 
provincial battle the stuff of legend. 

There was Tanev, wincing in pain throughout the night as he played over 
19 minutes of gutsy hockey, blocking shots and even adding an assist 
despite an upper body injury that kept him out of the previous four 
games. 

There was Jacob Markstrom, mishandling a puck behind the net to give 
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins the easiest goal of his career a mere 21 seconds 
in, before bouncing back with a late pad save on Leon Draisaitl that set 
the stage for Rasmus Andersson’s fade-away slapper from behind his 
own blue line that found nothing but net. 

The game’s ultimate drama played out with four minutes left when 
Nugent-Hopkins scored the winner, a dagger that put the Oilers up 3-1 in 
the series. 

However, a remarkably upbeat Darryl Sutter suggested he’d seen 
enough good things to insist it didn’t quite pierce the heart. 

“We hung around tonight and we’re not going to go away easy, and if 
they thought they were going to beat us easy that wasn’t the case,” said 
Sutter following the 5-3 loss. 

“I like how we played. I know we’re in a hole, but it’s like saying we had to 
win on the road, now we have to win at home.” 

They’ll do so as a much more confident group after a two-goal second 
period ended a six-period stretch in which they were outscored 11-1. 

Goals by Elias Lindholm and Mikael Backlund 36 seconds apart midway 
through the game got the Flames within one, setting up Andersson’s 
shocking snipe as he sent the puck skyward to kill a penalty. 

It beat a startled Mike Smith clean, glove side, prompting the fiery 
netminder to react with what appeared to be brief anger towards a 
defender, as he never saw the puck. 
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It silenced a stunned crowd that nervously watched the ensuing six 
minutes in relative silence, wondering if in fact the Flames would steal 
back home-ice advantage in dramatic fashion. 

Not so. 

“I thought we showed a lot of resolve and resilience,” Sutter said. 

“They scored that empty net (goal) in the first minute of the game, but I 
thought we had a really good first period and that’s what I told them after 
the first, that it was still a winnable game for us for sure tonight, and we 
damn near did.” 

Make no mistake, this one stings. 

Giving Connor McDavid three cracks at finishing off the Flames is 
daunting at best. 

But Andersson and his teammates insist they’ll fight on, like Tanev. 

"He's a warrior,” said Andersson, who bent down to share a moment with 
the wounded defender as he struggled in pain on the bench. 

"What can you say? There's a reason why he's a leader on our team and 
I think he showed that tonight. It's never easy battling through injuries, 
especially with what he's battling through too. He showed a lot of heart 
tonight. All the guys on the bench, you know, we saw that. We tried 
playing for him as well." 

Only minutes before the game was it confirmed Tanev would play. 

“He’s wanted to play the last two games, and it was just at the point 
where it was up to him and the medical staff and that was it,” said Sutter. 

“Gutsy effort.” 

After being completely outplayed in Game 3, Andersson said his group 
played its best game of the series Tuesday, despite digging a three-goal 
hole that wiped out the boost Tanev’s return should have had. 

And yet, one of the strangest goals in the battle’s lore gave them a 
chance to even the series. 

"Honestly, as soon as I shot it I kind of saw it went towards the net and I 
saw that he didn't see it,” said Andersson. 

“I was thinking to myself real quick, 'oh this might go in' and it went in. It 
was a game of bounces both ways. They got a lucky one and we got a 
lucky one. Overall, I thought we played well enough to win tonight." 

Sutter also claimed he called The Shot. 

“It’s funny, when that shot was taken, I said, ‘I think that puck can go in 
the net,’ and it did,” said Sutter, who was asked if he’d ever seen a goal 
like that before 

“I can’t remember, probably in Chicago Stadium through the smoke or 
something.” 

The smoke was coming out of Smith’s mask, before joking after the 
game, “I can laugh about it now, right?” 

Indeed, he can, as the Oilers have the favoured Flames on the brink of 
elimination despite seeing McDavid “limited” to just two points. 

We jest, sort of. 

Fact is, he wasn’t able to run roughshod over the Flames as he’d done 
the previous three games, instead relying on two more goals from 
Evander Kane, two from Nugent-Hopkins and another from Zach Hyman. 

“There’s a reason why we play seven,” said Backlund, insisting this 
series isn’t over. 

“That quote has been said a lot this playoff, but that’s the truth. We know 
we played well today. I think the game could have gone either way. 

“We know we’re really strong at home and we have to start with that one 
game.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Nazem Kadri's story is about so much more than 
resilience and hate 

 

Sonny Sachdeva@sachdevasonny 

May 24, 2022, 9:51 PM 

 

There’s a poem by the brilliant Suhaiymah Manzoor-Khan that speaks of 
something like these moments. Where the story we tell each other, the 
one we think is proof enough of our understanding, misses the point 
entirely. 

“It is not the poem I want to write. It is the poem I have been reduced to,” 
Manzoor-Khan says in that piece, which she titled, ‘This is not a 
humanising poem.’ 

“Reduced to proving my life is human because it is relatable. Valuable 
because it is recognizable.” 

She speaks of the ways in which she, as a Muslim woman in the UK, is 
just that: relatable, recognizable. How she can banter about the weather 
in the post-office queue, too, how she cried at the end of Toy Story 3, like 
everyone else. 

But she stops short. “This will not be a ‘Muslims are like us’ poem,” 
Manzoor-Khan says. “I refuse to be respectable. 

“Instead, love us when we’re lazy. Love us when we’re poor. Love us in 
our back-to-backs, council estates, depressed, unwashed and weeping. 
Love us high as kites, unemployed, joy-riding, time-wasting, failing at 
school. Love us filthy, without the right colour passports, without the right 
sounding English. 

“Love us then. Because if you need me to prove my humanity, I’m not the 
one that’s not human.” 

I was reminded of Manzoor-Khan’s words while watching the storm that’s 
hung above Nazem Kadri these past few days, as one of the NHL’s few 
Muslim players saw a moment during a game spiral into racist, 
Islamophobic harassment of him and his family so hateful and unhinged 
that law enforcement was brought in to investigate. 

I was reminded of them two days later, when Kadri showed up to work 
again, and performed to the best of his abilities — a hat trick, a four-point 
night, a victory, a series lead. The hockey world rightfully lauded the 
poise he’s shown amid an impossible situation, the resilience he was 
forced to find, to do what he’s expected to in circumstances far more 
extreme than he should ever expect to navigate. 

I was reminded, in the aftermath of that strange triumph, that this is 
where the path diverges between the ones who’ve had this experience 
directed at their own skin, and the ones watching from afar. Because the 
next part of these conversations tends to take on a similar sound — how 
it was overcoming that hatred that allowed him to find greatness, how it 
was that vile energy that gave him the push he needed to take the next 
step in his ascent. How it was a terrible thing, of course, but in a way, 
maybe not so terrible, in what it inspired. 

But don’t get it twisted — it’s nothing more than a terrible thing. This isn’t 
a journey Kadri needed to endure on that path to greatness. This isn’t the 
setup chapter to the story of how he persevered and won it all. He 
could’ve won it all anyways.  

He could be great, anyways. He could score goals, get wins, push teams 
to the brink, anyways. This is who Nazem Kadri is, in spite of the bile, not 
because of it. 

And so I was reminded of Manzoor-Khan, writing of the idea that we can 
only appreciate someone’s humanity if we see ourselves in them, if they 
look and talk and act enough like us. Here, as we watch the fallout of a 
vile group of hockey fans who, moved to anger, saw brown skin and 
failed to appreciate Kadri’s humanity enough to treat him like any other 
NHLer. 
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Take issue with the way Kadri plays the game. Take issue with the 
suspensions, the physicality, the questionable calls — the same way you 
take issue with Milan Lucic running Mike Smith, or David Pastrnak taking 
out Antti Raanta. Between the boards, on that sheet, that’s fair game. But 
that isn’t what this is about.  

'For those that hate that one's for them' Kadri responds to threats after 
Game 3 

This is about a flood of messages that didn’t mention bodychecks or 
collisions in the crease — they mentioned bombings, they mentioned 
9/11, they mentioned the same tired slurs heard a hundred times before 
by everyone who’s navigated life after September 11th with brown skin. 
It’s about the messages taking words that could be beautiful if only we 
had the collective strength of character to see them that way — words 
like ‘immigrant,’ like ‘Muslim’ — and tainting them with bigoted venom. 

This time, Kadri was able to earn a moment of triumph to tune out some 
of that noise. Most in that position don’t get that chance. They just get the 
noise, loud and unending. They just get the questions about why it is they 
aren’t able to show up, perform, do what’s expected of them. And most of 
the time, they leave. And we lose. 

So, raise Kadri up for finding a way to be at his best through all this. 
Raise him up for the grace and dignity with which he’s handled this 
situation, for going as far as saying those who harassed his family don’t 
represent all of the St. Louis Blues’ fan base — even as those who do 
represent the St. Louis Blues haven’t had the decency to separate on-ice 
rivalries and off-ice death threats. 

Raise Kadri up for all of that. But let’s stop short of hanging the glory on 
the hate speech, of seeing abuse as a catalyst, or winning as a satisfying 
enough resolution. 

And above all else, let’s bury the conversation, here and now, about 
Nazem Kadri’s composure. 

Because here, put in a position that the vast majority of those playing the 
game, watching the game, covering the game will never experience, he 
navigated that ruthless chaos better than any of us could ever hope to. 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL's ongoing Presidents' Trophy 'curse' extended by 
Panthers 

 

Mike Johnston@MikeyJ_MMA 

May 24, 2022, 1:50 PM 

 

Make that nine in a row, folks. Nine consecutive years in which a team 
other than the Presidents’ Trophy-winning club ends up hoisting the 
Stanley Cup. 

The Florida Panthers had their best regular season in franchise history in 
2021–22 and were coming off the team’s first playoff series win since 
1996, however their season ended Monday night after being 
disappointedly swept by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

That they lost to their cross-state rivals who were missing one of the best 
two-way players in the league in Brayden Point serves as some 
metaphorical salt in the wound. 

“It's a tough pill to swallow. Getting swept is tough,” standout Panthers 
defenceman Aaron Ekblad told reporters Monday night. “It hurts. It stings. 
There's no doubt about it.” 

The Panthers shouldn’t be uniquely disappointed in their early playoff 
exit, though, considering the consistent post-season failures of whoever 
ends up as regular-season champions. 

There has been only one Presidents’ Trophy winner to earn the Stanley 
Cup in the same year since 2012 and only one additional first-place team 
managed to advance to a conference final in the past decade. The most 
common result has been a second-round exit just like the Panthers. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

In fact, the 2007-08 Detroit Red Wings are the only other team besides 
the 2013 Blackhawks to win both trophies in the same year since the 
2001-02 Red Wings did it in the pre-cap era. 

The 122 points the Panthers accumulated this past regular season was 
the highest total since the 2018-19 Lightning roster that led the league in 
goals and set a salary-cap era record with 128 points in standings. 

Brunette takes blame for Panthers' poor power play: 'That was my fault' 

That Lightning squad was ironically swept in the opening round that year 
but the group was able to turn that epic disappointment into long-term 
determination. The back-to-back reigning champions have literally not 
lost a playoff series since then. 

Perhaps these Panthers, which became the first team to average more 
than four goals per game since the 1995-96 Penguins, can do the same 
and use that past edition of the Lightning as motivation beginning next 
season? 

“They're really good. I mean, they're Stanley Cup champions for a 
reason, and their evolution of how they were once a high-flying kind of 
offensive team and they found their recipe how to win and they stick with 
it,” Panthers coach Andrew Brunette said. “Obviously, we aspire to be 
them, and this was another learning experience for us.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Kadri maintains composure to will Avalanche past Blues 
amid intolerable situation 

 

Ken Wiebe@Wiebes 

WorldMay 24, 2022, 2:49 AM 

 

Nazem Kadri didn’t appreciate what Craig Berube had to say about his 
reputation, so he did something to enhance it. 

And for good reason, Kadri didn’t appreciate some of the repulsive, 
hateful and unacceptable racist remarks that came his way in the hours 
after his collision with Jordan Binnington. 

But instead of coming unglued or being distracted by something no 
person should ever have to go through, the Colorado Avalanche centre 
came up with a game for the ages and essentially willed his team to 
victory in a pivotal game in this Central Division final with the St. Louis 
Blues. 

Not only did Kadri notch his first career Stanley Cup playoff hat trick, but 
he chipped in an assist for good measure and was the best player on the 
ice as the Avalanche secured a 6-3 victory and took a commanding 3-1 
in this best-of-seven series, which shifts back to Denver on Wednesday 
night. 

Nazem Kadri completes first career playoff hat trick in Game 4 against 
Blues 

As much as he impacted the game, that Kadri was able to keep his 
composure on the ice and afterward when he stepped to the podium to 
speak with reporters about the incident speaks volumes about his ability 
to deal with what could have easily been an intolerable situation. 
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Not many people could be expected to stay calm under these conditions, 
yet there was Kadri, speaking openly about trying to use the negative 
energy as fuel. 

“I wanted to come out and really put a mark on this game, especially after 
what happened. I tried to do that as best as possible,” said Kadri. 
“Sometimes you’ve got to be patient and you’ve got to wait. I was able to 
strike early in the second period and was able to get the mojo going, in 
terms of individually and as a team, so it felt amazing. Especially to do it 
on the road, it was pure. 

“I guess I needed some fuel. I was pretty upset for the last couple of 
days, but it is what it is. We got the win and that’s what we wanted.” 

'For those that hate that one's for them' Kadri responds to threats after 
Game 3 

Kadri let it be known how much he appreciated the support of his 
teammates and others who have reached out, even if they couldn’t 
possibly have a clue about what it’s like to receive hateful messages and 
then simply brush them off, play in this pressure cooker and not merely 
survive but thrive. 

He made a point of saying he knew these messages - as extreme as 
they were - didn’t represent the entire Blues fan base. 

“I know that they’re booing me and what-not, but that’s what being a fan 
is. As a home team and a home player, you want the fans on your side 
and heckling the other team, as long as it's within the guidelines,” said 
Kadri. “I’ve got no issues with that and I know what was said isn’t a 
reflection on every single fan in St. Louis. I understand that and I want to 
make that clear. But for those that wasted their time sending messages 
like that, I feel sorry for them.” 

Kadri silences Blues fans with dominant performance in Game 4 

Current Time 0:00 

/ 

Duration 1:49 

On Sunday afternoon, the Avalanche let it be known that the St. Louis 
police department got involved after Kadri received threats. 

“I guess someone had contacted them about some hateful messages 
and I was able to read those messages and they were very extreme,” 
said Kadri. “So, you know, I just tried to shake it off. They did a good job 
of assuring me and making me feel safe. I just had to worry about coming 
(to the rink) and showing up.” 

What about the contents of those messages? 

“Racial. Threatening,” said Kadri. “All of that good stuff.” 

Kadri also knew that there were probably going to be a few members of 
the Blues who took a run or a swing at him, perhaps be on the receiving 
end of a cross-check or two. 

All of those things came to fruition, but Kadri didn’t shy away and retreat 
to the shadows. 

He absorbed each and every one of those blows, including a cross-check 
from Pavel Buchnevich and another cross-check and several punches to 
the face from David Perron as they fell to the ice together during one 
heated post-whistle exchange. 

Instead of retaliating, Kadri picked himself up off the ice and skated to the 
bench. When his turn came to jump back over the boards, he delivered 
his second goal of the game. 

While the one-timer came seven seconds after those minor penalties 
expired, it proved to be the eventual game-winner. 

“I mean, I figured someone was going to have something to say, but 
that’s just stupid penalties that we cashed in on and it hurt them,” said 
Kadri. “If you lose your cool, we’ll make you pay.” 

Amid the celebration, Kadri also had the awareness to avoid a potential 
elbow from Perron, who appeared to be on the lookout for revenge. 

When Kadri beat Blues goalie Ville Husso with a shot just before the 
midway point of the third period, he conceded that it felt “amazing,” and 
you could understand why. 

For all of the compartmentalizing he had to do, Berube’s comment about 
his reputation being a factor in the collision with Blues defenceman Calle 
Rosen and Binnington, who is lost for at least the remainder of the series 
with a knee injury, bothered and also motivated Kadri. 

“I don’t know. You know, starting with their head coach, probably. He 
made some comments that I wasn’t a fan of,” said Kadri. “I guess he’s 
never heard of bulletin-board material. I don’t know what that was about. 
But like I said, there were a lot of people saying a lot of things. I’ve got to 
tune it out. I’ll step up when I have to.” 

After the Blues said all of the right things about turning the page and not 
seeking retribution leading up to Game 4, their actions suggest otherwise 
and it’s one of the reasons they find themselves on the brink of 
elimination. 

Kadri wasn’t about to be bullied on or off the ice and thanks to his 
courageous performance, the Avalanche are one win away from 
advancing to the Western Conference final. 

“With what happened, Naz has a job to do, and to be able to stay 
focused and to be able to perform like that under the circumstances, I 
thought, showed a lot of character and a lot of resolve," Bednar told 
reporters. "He's an awesome guy and tough kid and he elevated his 
game at the best time to kind of show everyone what he's made of. 

“It's not about ego. It's not about settling scores, as tough as that would 
have been for him. It's about winning. You have to make sacrifices and 
you have to … in order to win hockey games, you have to do it. And it's 
no different than any other situation where a guy gets a lick on you. 
We're not settling scores. It's about winning the hockey game. And I think 
that's what makes the biggest statement, you go out and you win the 
game and you suck it up and do what you got to do to help everyone else 
in the room get what they want, which is a win. And no one wants it more 
than Naz.” 

Kadri is up to five goals and 10 points in eight games and has been a 
dominant force in the series, picking up some of the offensive slack at a 
time several of his teammates still have another level to each. 

But that’s what good teams do, they pull together and pick each other up, 
especially when times are tough, either for an individual or the team as a 
whole. 

“I think we always have each other's backs, but when stuff like that 
happens, Naz knew that, you know, we are with him and the organization 
was with him,” said Avalanche defenceman Erik Johnson, who scored 
the equalizer after the Blues got on the board first for the fourth time in 
this series. “It was awesome. I felt so good for him. Imagine being in his 
situation, it can't be a fun thing. No, no human being should actually 
receive that type of treatment, especially with a hockey game. It's just 
insane. And that being said, I think he liked being the villain and he 
certainly stepped up for us. 

“You're not going to be fuelled more to try and win a game just because 
of that, we have enough fuel. But that being said, I think it definitely 
helped motivate Naz a little bit and, I mean, how could you script it any 
better for him?” 

The only way the script could have been better is if Kadri didn’t have to 
deal with any of the messages and threats at all. 

But being a beacon of light under difficult circumstances is part of the 
example Kadri set by handling the situation with such grace. 

“It’s a good message, I think. People need to be aware that this still 
happens and it’s hurtful. It’s hurtful,” said Kadri. “I know a lot of people 
don’t have to deal with that and they might not understand what it feels 
like, but people are trying (to understand). Which I appreciate. 

“At the end of the day, I’m a good hockey player and I just try to provide 
for my team and try to put all of that aside. I just worry about some 
people – and maybe some kids – that aren’t as mentally tough as I am 
and have to kind of go through that scrutiny and that criticism. So, I want 
to do the best that I can to help.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Why Mark Giordano made ‘a tremendous sacrifice’ to 
remain a Maple Leaf 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukebox 

May 23, 2022, 5:27 PM 

 

TORONTO – During those heady days after the trade deadline, when the 
Toronto Maple Leafs’ defence corps was in the throes of an instant boost 
from its newest and oldest recruit, coach Sheldon Keefe considered the 
best aspect of Mark Giordano’s game. 

“He puts out fires,” Keefe concluded of the wily, steady veteran and 
seamless fit. 

Well, another long, handwringing, cap-crunching summer in Leafland 
hadn’t yet reached a week old, and there was Giordano wielding a fire 
extinguisher, hosing down a balance sheet that has glowing embers 
everywhere you look. 

By taking a severe hometown discount Sunday and signing a two-year, 
$1.6-million extension, Giordano left general manager Kyle Dubas 
“thrilled.” 

And the fan base should be equally ecstatic at Giordano’s we-before-me 
approach, which has granted Dubas coveted wiggle room to hire a 
goaltender and award younger players (RFAs Rasmus Sandin, Timothy 
Liljegren and Pierre Engvall) with their deserved raises. 

“Everything he does is done to help the team win, and that includes a 
tremendous sacrifice in this contract negotiation,” Dubas said. 

The GM and the onetime Norris Trophy winner had agreed Saturday on a 
slightly higher AAV, near $1 million, according to Sportsnet’s Elliotte 
Friedman, when the impending UFA voluntarily offered to shave a little 
more off his salary to free up spending elsewhere. 

Think about this. 

Giordano raked $6.75 million this past season from Seattle and, down 
the stretch, Toronto. 

His new $800,000 salary, a shade above the veteran minimum, signals 
an 88 per cent pay cut. True, it’s for his age-39 and age-40 seasons, but 
Giordano is still performing at a top-four level, and leaders of his ilk never 
fail to cash in on the open market. 

“I’m definitely blessed to have had the career I’ve had so far and be in a 
position financially where I’m in a good spot. I wasn’t worried about hard 
negotiating or anything like that,” said Giordano, who’s earned roughly 
$62 million over his 1,024-game career. 

“I want to be here. I love the team. And I wanted to do what I can do to 
help this team move forward and win. I’ll leave it at that.” 

Not unlike Jason “I’d Take Less If I Could” Spezza before him, Giordano 
has reached that stage in his career where the only thing that matters is 
chasing a Stanley Cup. 

His recommitment to Toronto is an endorsement of the roster Dubas has 
built and a bet that the elite top-end talent of John Tavares, Auston 
Matthews and Mitch Marner is matched by a work ethic and 
competitiveness that will eventually lead to a breakthrough. 

“The way they battled and competed is something special to watch from 
your top players, and I definitely think those guys can push this team 
over that line of winning or losing,” Giordano said. 

“I believe in this team. I believe this team is a contender. 

“It was a perfect fit.” 

Giordano’s belief has only grown in Round 2 as he has watched the 
Tampa Bay Lightning dominate the Presidents’ Trophy–winning Florida 
Panthers. That same Lightning squad his Leafs could have eliminated in 
a next-goal-wins Game 6 overtime. 

“Honestly, you think about every play,” said Giordano, who had a pair of 
assists in the series. “You go back in your mind and think about what you 
could have done different as a player and as a team.” 

In addition to locking himself in a room he trusts is “not far away,” 
Giordano loves representing his home city. This is where his wife, 
Lauren, is from, too. A two-year pact ensures their son, Jack, and 
daughter, Reese, won’t have to uproot or change schools – or live time 
zones away from their extended family. 

“As you get older, with children, it changes a lot in life. You really cherish 
those moments, especially my kids getting to see their grandparents,” 
Giordano said. 

“It means a lot to the kids and obviously to my parents and my wife’s 
parents. So, it’s cool. And I want to take advantage of this. This is a great 
opportunity.” 

Funny thing is, the Giordanos actually owned a home in Toronto up until 
two or three years ago. 

“I sold it,” Giordano said. “I wish I hadn't now.” 

With negotiations over, the house-hunting will soon commence. Followed 
by intense training and the commitment it takes to get the body in shape 
for another 82-game grind. 

If Islanders Zdeno Chara and Andy Greene call it a career this summer, 
the only active NHL defenceman more senior than Giordano in 2022-23 
will be the Oilers’ Duncan Keith. 

“I feel like I can still contribute. I can still help the team push the needle 
forward,” Giordano said. 

“The moment I don't think I'm contributing in a positive way, I'm not going 
to keep going. But I feel pretty good about my game, and I feel like I'm 
the guy who can also help young guys along the way.” 

Absolutely. 

Liljegren took great strides skating to Giordano’s right, and the steady, 
smart veteran provided a calming presence on and off the ice. No. 55 
improved the Leafs’ penalty kill and chipped in on the power play, setting 
up Matthews’ record-breaking 55th goal of the season. 

Giordano doesn’t need a letter and couldn't care less about a payday. His 
focus is both singular and communal. 

“Honestly, at this point in my career, it's all about being on a team that I 
believe can win and get to that next level,” he said. 

“That’s all that it’s about for me.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames not going away easy despite loss to Oilers in Game 4 

 

Salim Valji 

 

On a night the Calgary Flames contained Connor McDavid, two self-
inflicted wounds ultimately cost the team the game and led to them being 
down 3-1 in their series versus the Edmonton Oilers. 

The first one occurred just 21 seconds into the contest, when goalie 
Jacob Markstrom had a clearing attempt intercepted by Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins, who capitalized on the empty net to put the Oilers ahead early. 
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Despite the early gaffe, the Flames controlled the pace of play and shot 
volume for much of the game. 

“I thought we had a really good first period,” head coach Darryl Sutter 
said. 

“That’s what I told [the players] afterwards. This is a winnable game for 
us…and we damn near did.” 

"We know we played well today,” Mikael Backlund said.  

“The game could've gone either way…in the second and third [periods], 
we took away their rush chances more and more and took away time and 
space. [We had] a lot of [offensive] zone time.” 

Markstrom settled in afterwards, as did the rest of his teammates. 
Calgary’s goalie made a number of key stops, including robbing Leon 
Draisaitl in the second period with a blocker save. Elias Lindholm and 
Mikael Backlund scored in the second period 36 seconds apart to make it 
a one-goal game before Rasmus Andersson was the recipient of a Mike 
Smith mis-read, scoring from his own blue line to briefly tie the game 
before Nugent-Hopkins got the winner with under four minutes left. 

“I thought we showed a lot of resolve or resilience,” Sutter said. 

“That’s part of battling back,” the coach added, referring to Markstrom’s 
play after the opening 20 minutes. 

“We showed really good character as a group,” Backlund said. 

The second self-inflicted wound was Andersson taking a double minor 
with less than three minutes left. Down a goal, the Flames could not pull 
their goalie for a sixth skater, severely hampering any comeback 
attempts. Calgary ultimately got just two shots on goal between 
Andersson’s penalty and Evander Kane’s empty net goal to seal the deal. 

Connor McDavid had two points, but the Flames did a good job in limiting 
his time and space in the neutral and offensive zones. Calgary subtly 
bumped and checked him, and were often in lanes and limiting what he 
could do with the puck. 

“That’s a totally different animal, that player,” Sutter said. 

“We’ve got to manage when he’s on the ice but recognize when he’s out 
there. There’s times we did it…you’re not gonna shut him down.” 

“Staying on top of him more, having better reloads, we have to keep 
doing that,” Backlund said. 

Chris Tanev, who had missed the last four games because of injury, 
suited up for Calgary and played over 19 minutes on the second pairing. 
Tanev had wanted to play in Games 2 and 3 and was cleared by the 
team’s medical staff ahead of Game 4. 

“There’s a reason why he’s a leader on our team and I think he showed 
that tonight,” Rasmus Andersson said.  

“It’s never easy battling through injuries, especially with what he’s battling 
through too. He showed a lot of heart tonight. All the guys on the bench, 
you know, we saw that. We tried playing for him as well.” 

“He’s a great leader for us,” Backlund added. “It’s great to see him in the 
room. Has great character – always plays really solid and hard.” 

Despite the loss and stakes at hand for Thursday’s Game Five, Sutter 
was happy with the team’s overall performance. 

“I thought we played well,” Sutter said. 

“We’re not going to go away easy and if they thought they were going to 
beat us easy, that wasn’t the case.” 
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TSN.CA / McDavid undoubtedly the best player ever 

 

Steve Dryden 

 

Connor McDavid may or may not end up being the greatest player ever 
but it’s time to recognize this: he is undoubtedly the best player ever. 

Gordie Howe, Bobby Orr, Wayne Gretzky and Mario Lemieux all won 
Stanley Cups, all took turns as hockey’s best player and all belong in the 
conversation as the greatest – each of them recording numbers that will 
stand the test of time, all-time. 

But McDavid is a freak of nature, standing on the shoulders of the 
greatest the game has ever seen. 

Before your head explodes, let me explain. 

First, for those who have followed this line of thinking before, you will 
notice a change in language. Previously it was argued that McDavid was 
not necessarily the best player ever, but his skills made him the greatest. 

The sentiment remains the same, but the terms have changed places. 

In hindsight, best is better than greatest to describe McDavid. 

Greatest tends to connote things best captured in metrics over time. No 
measure has been conceived to capture McDavid’s magnificence. 

We are witnessing history in living colour – blue and orange – with 
McDavid playing hockey at its highest level. 

If you believe, as this corner does, McDavid is the most highly evolved 
player ever, then these playoffs represent another step forward. Because 
this is the best McDavid has ever played. 

Better even than 2020-21 when he was the unanimous choice as NHL 
MVP. That was a regular-season honour. These are the playoffs. 

It’s not so much about McDavid’s 23 points in 10 games this postseason. 

It’s not so much about 21 primary points, six more than anyone but Leon 
Draisaitl has total points. 

It’s not so much about a record nine multi-point games. 

It’s not so much about a playoff-leading plus-16, seven better than 
anyone on his team or anyone else in the league. 

No, it’s more about process than results. It’s more about how than how 
many. 

There have been dozens of dazzling plays in these playoffs – the latest a 
spinning, between-the-legs play that freed him to set up Evander Kane 
Sunday – but that’s not all. 

As Kane said, “He’s been on fire in the playoffs and has taken his game 
to the next level. He’s not just doing it on the scoresheet. He is physical, 
he is involved. He is winning puck battles along the wall, both in the 
defensive and offensive zones. He is a dominant force out there.” 

TSN Director of Scouting Craig Button calls the Oiler captain Connor 
McHockeyGod: “He’s the best player we have ever seen.” 

Dave Poulin played against Gretzky and Lemieux and says, “He’s doing 
all the things the greatest players did and he’s doing it at a higher speed. 
The separator for me is the speed. It’s the ultimate intimidation factor.” 

As has been referenced (admittedly, ad nauseum), Flyers’ legend Bobby 
Clarke said the only reason Orr played in the NHL was that there was No 
Higher League for him to play in. 

McDavid is having a gravity-defying playoff, rising higher and higher. 

Button says McDavid has the brain power of Gretzky, hands of Lemieux 
and skating of Orr. As of this spring, you can add the will of Sidney 
Crosby. 

This is how Darryl Sutter namelessly referred to McDavid  between 
Games 3 and 4 of the Calgary-Edmonton series when talking about all 
the open ice resulting from man-advantage and coincidental penalties: 
“It’s like a shinny game. It’s like when we were kids and there’s one guy 
who has the puck all the time.” 
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McDavid has produced 17 points in the past six games – three against 
Los Angeles and three against Calgary. 

“It’s six games of absolute other-level hockey,” Button said. 

It’s not as though McDavid hasn’t done this sort of thing before, but taken 
as a whole, the games may well represent a new apex in the game’s 
history. 

It’s important to acknowledge there are other astonishing players in 
today’s game – Nikita Kucherov and Auston Matthews foremost among 
them. 

But even if, when, Kucherov records a third straight 30-point playoff and 
if, when, Matthews scores 70 goals, they could surpass McDavid in stats. 
There is no indication they will surpass him in skill. 

It’s eminently logical the best player of all-time would come from the 
present rather than the past.The level of competition has never been 
greater. The level of coaching never better. The level of preparation 
never more thorough. The level of play by an individual never higher. 

Howe, Orr, Gretzky and Lemieux were all steps forward in hockey’s 
evolutionary chain. 

But this corner says none of them, no matter how brilliant, ever played 
the game quite like McDavid. 

Connor McDavid is the pinnacle of progress in hockey. 
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USA TODAY / Goalies Jacob Markstrom, Mike Smith have bad gaffes in 
Edmonton Oilers' Game 4 win vs. Calgary Flames 

 

Mike Brehm 

USA TODAY 

 

The goaltending in the Calgary Flames-Edmonton Oilers series has been 
interesting, to say the least. 

The opening game of the second-round series was a 9-6 Calgary victory 
in which Oilers goalie Mike Smith was pulled after giving up three goals 
and the Flames' Jacob Markstrom had a .786 save percentage. 

Though Smith rebounded as Edmonton took a 2-1 lead in the series, 
Markstrom, a finalist for the Vezina Trophy, gave up nine goals over the 
next two games and was pulled for the third period of Game 3. 

Though both goalies made good saves in Game 4, they also each made 
a bad gaffe on Tuesday night. 

Markstrom's was first. He went behind his net to play the puck, only to 
bobble it and have it go straight to Edmonton's Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, 
who fired in the puck ahead of a diving Markstrom 21 seconds into the 
game. 

The score was 3-0 by the first end of the first period, but the Flames 
rallied for two goals in the second period and tied it in the third, thanks to 
a gaffe by Smith. 

Flames defenseman Rasmus Andersson fired a clearing shot from his 
defensive zone on a penalty kill and the puck eluded Smith for a 3-3 
score. 

According to the NHL summary, the shot traveled 132 feet. 

"It's funny. When that shot was taken, I was thinking, 'You know, that 
shot could go into the net,'" Flames coach Darryl Sutter said. "And it did." 

The gaffe ended up not costing the Oilers. They went back ahead 4-3 on 
another Nugent-Hopkins goal, this time on a rebound, with 3:27 left in the 
third period. 

"I can laugh now, right?" Smith told reporters after the game. "I don't 
think there's been a time in my career where I've lost the puck where I 
had no idea where it went. ... Obviously, you don't want that to happen 
ever, but unbelievable goal by Nuge at the end there to give us a boost 
back." 

Smith made a couple strong saves as the Flames pressed for the 
equalizer and Evander Kane scored an empty-net goal. It was his second 
goal of the game and 12th of the playoffs. 

Leon Draisaitl became the first player in playoff history to record four 
consecutive three-point games. 

The Oilers, 5-3 winners, took a 3-1 lead in the series. They can wrap it up 
Thursday night in Calgary and reach the conference final for the first time 
since 2006. 

Big hit helps Rangers in win vs. Hurricanes 

New York defenseman Jacob Trouba bowled over Carolina Hurricanes 
forward Max Domi with a big hit, and the Rangers found themselves with 
a power play. 

Stephen Lorentz went after Trouba and they fought. Lorentz picked up 
the instigator penalty and New York's Frank Vatrano scored on the power 
play for a 1-0 lead. 

"I don’t think he was going in there to fight. He’s never fought anyone 
before," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "He was sticking up for 
his teammates, which you like, but you can’t take a penalty." 

The Rangers won 4-1 at Madison Square Garden to tie the second-round 
series at two games each. The Hurricanes won every home game and 
lost every road game in the playoffs. 
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