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‘A 20-year-old can’t be your best player’: Why are Hurricanes starts struggling in playoffs? 

By Luke DeCock 

When Seth Jarvis is your best player, as the rookie was 
during an otherwise desultory first period Tuesday night that 
set the tone for a 4-1 loss, that cuts both ways. 

It’s remarkable, at this point, how comfortable the winger has 
been in the postseason, both in open ice and tight quarters, 
not the biggest player on the ice but playing like it at times. 

He also stands out because he’s doing what many of his 
more experienced, higher salaried, increasingly frustrated 
teammates are not. 

“A 20-year-old can’t be your best player,” Carolina 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said, referring to Jarvis. 
“That’s kind of what’s happening here and that’s not going to 
work.” 

No, it is not. 

This is becoming an old story — it was true at this point in 
the Boston series as well, and it ended up being Max Domi, 
of all people, saving the day in Game 7 — but the Hurricanes 
are built around the offense and scoring of Andrei 
Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho and Vincent Trocheck and 
Teuvo Teravainen and Martin Necas, $27.1 million a year on 
the hoof, and it’s not so much that they’re getting outplayed 
by their New York Rangers counterparts as they’ve been 
entirely ordinary. 

The Jordan Staal line, as impenetrable as it has been at one 
end, has scored two goals in the past nine games. Even the 
fourth line, hardly expected to score, has certainly had the 
chances to chip in. And has not. Jesperi Kotkaniemi had five 
goals in 19 games for the Montreal Canadiens last 
postseason, albeit in a different role, and none in 11 for the 
Hurricanes. Domi scored his pair after getting promoted to 
Trocheck’s line; he has since returned. Necas hasn’t scored 
on any line. Lorentz and Derek Stepan and Jordan Martinook 
haven’t either. 

Not to single them out, but they too are a symptom of a 
larger problem. 

“We’re doing a very good job creating energy and hemming 
in their fourth line,” Lorentz said. “It just seems like we get 
chances and they don’t go and we just look at each other 

like, we’ve just got to stick with it. Eventually they’re going to 
go in. I do think we have to do a little bit better job producing. 
You’ve got to be able to produce all four lines on a 
championship team.” 

Which gets at the bigger picture: The Hurricanes, despite 
being two wins away from the conference finals, haven’t 
played like a Stanley Cup contender. They haven’t risen to 
the level to which they rose in the regular season. They 
haven’t done what Tampa Bay – already awaiting the winner 
of this series – or Colorado have done, taking care of 
business and plowing through one series after another. 

They’ve avoided the soft option and chosen the hard one 
every time. They’re the can’t-stand-prosperity All-Stars, 
staking out 2-0 leads in both series only to give it all back on 
the road when they had every opportunity to avoid doing so – 
even more in this series than the last, because the margin 
separating these teams has been far thinner than it should 
be. 

“We go into the series, and we know we’re playing against a 
real good hockey team over there. We’ve battled with them 
and competed,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. “But I 
think these four games have all been, anybody could have 
won any one of the games, I really believe that. I know we 
executed real well tonight and finished off a power-play goal 
and had a couple nice plays, that was the difference in the 
game. There’s not much in the four games, in any of those 
games, where a team ran away with it.” 

Which is another way of saying, as erratically as the 
Hurricanes have performed, all four games were there for the 
taking. Igor Shesterkin has been good, but only marginally 
better than Antti Raanta. The Hurricanes are once again 
dragging out a series because they didn’t take control when 
they had the chance. 

“Our power play’s got to contribute,” Jarvis said. “We’ve got 
to do something. Get pucks on net, anything to get past him. 
Get in front of him. You’re not going to beat him on the first 
shot, it’s the second, third, fourth.” 

The 20-year-old speaks truth. His more decorated 
teammates, of whom much is given and much is expected, 
should listen closely. Before it’s too late. 
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Hurricanes vs. Rangers, Flames vs. Oilers picks, odds: Expert predictions for Stanley Cup 
Playoffs 

Connor McDavid’s ridiculous production in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs continued on Tuesday. McDavid added two assists 
in a 5-3 win against Calgary and has tallied at least two 
points in 10 of 11 playoff games so far. Thanks in part to his 
heroics, Edmonton goes for the series win against the 
Flames on Thursday, entering Game 5 with a 3-1 series 
lead. 

Meanwhile, the New York Rangers had a comfortable win 
against Carolina and head back on the road for a crucial 
Game 5 with the series tied 2-2. 

Thursday’s Stanley Cup Playoffs schedule: 

 Game 5: New York Rangers at Carolina Hurricanes 
— 7 p.m. ET — ESPN, SNE, SNO, SNP 

 Game 5: Edmonton Oilers at Calgary Flames — 
9:30 p.m. ET — ESPN, CBC, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s 
writers will make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, 
the TV schedule and all series coverage, plus the latest 
odds, all in one place for fans to easily digest and follow. Our 
in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. For live 
NHL odds from BetMGM, click here. 

What are the odds for Rangers at Hurricanes? 

Rangers +125 O 5.5 (+110) 

Hurricanes -155 U 5.5 (-135) 

Game 4: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1 | Series tied 2-2 

Recap by Mark Lazerus 

Who was The Guy? Look, it’d be very easy — and accurate 
— to just give this to Igor Shesterkin for the umpteenth time 
this postseason. The Rangers goaltender was great again, 
with 30 saves. But this wasn’t a goalie win for a change; the 
Rangers were the better team top to bottom. Adam 
Fox and Ryan Lindgren had big games, but let’s give a little 
love to Andrew Copp. New York’s trade deadline acquisition 
seems built for the playoffs, and he was excellent in Game 4, 
with a goal and two assists, an xGF of 73.54 percent and a 
game score of 3.31. 

What was the key? The Hurricanes still can’t score. They’ve 
beaten Shesterkin only once in each of the past three 
games. The power play continues to be in shambles, now 0-
for-12 dating to Game 7 against Boston, and Shesterkin 
seems to be in their heads. Rod Brind’Amour said after the 
game that it was starting to feel like the Tampa Bay series 
last season, when Andrei Vasilevskiy held the Hurricanes to 
one or zero goals in three of the Lightning’s four wins. That’s 
a bad sign. When the Rangers scored two quick goals 

after Jacob Trouba’s hit on Max Domi, it already felt like an 
utterly insurmountable lead. 

Key stat: Until this changes, it’s always going to be the key 
stat. The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in the postseason and 
0-5 on the road. 

Hurricanes worry meter:      … Yes, they’ve been 
the better team in three out of four games. And yes, they 
beat the Bruins without a road win, so they know a 
squandered 2-0 series lead isn’t the end of the world. But 
you can’t win if you can’t score. And they can’t score. That’s 
… concerning. 

Rangers worry meter:    … They’re starting to play with 
a little swagger. It’s not just all about Shesterkin anymore. 

Hurricanes vs. Rangers expert picks and predictions for 
Game 5 

Sean Gentille Hurricanes 

Shayna Goldman Hurricanes 

Jesse Granger Hurricanes 

Kevin Kurz Rangers 

Dom Luszczyszyn Hurricanes 

Sean McIndoe Hurricanes 

What are the odds for Oilers at Flames? 

Oilers +125 O 6.5 (-115) 

Flames -150 U 6.5 (-105) 

Game 4: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Edmonton leads 3-1 

Recap by Max Bultman 

What was the key? Edmonton left the first period with less 
than one-third of the all-situations shot attempts (28.26 
percent, according to Natural Stat Trick) but a 3-0 lead. The 
possession number is a little misleading in this case because 
the Oilers’ shot quality numbers were a bit better than 
Calgary’s. But emerging from the first with a big lead despite 
being outshot gave Edmonton a crucial cushion for the better 
part of the next two periods. Goals at the beginning and end 
of periods are killers, and Edmonton got both in the first. 
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Key stat: 132 feet — that’s the length of Rasmus 
Andersson’s goal. You simply never see this. 

Flames worry meter:       … They’re heading 
home for Game 5, but they’re doing so on the brink of 
elimination with a goalie who looks inexplicably shaky. Oh, 
and they’re still facing arguably the best player in the world. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, they have a 3-1 lead, and 
that should be cause for the Smiling Cowboy. But nobody 
who watched that third Flames goal can honestly tell me 
Edmonton’s home free yet. Not in this series. 

Flames vs. Oilers expert picks and predictions for Game 5 

Sean Gentille Flames 

Shayna Goldman Flames 

Jesse Granger Flames 

Kevin Kurz Flames 

Dom Luszczyszyn Flames 

Sean McIndoe Oilers 
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Hurricanes counting on home success to offset road troubles 

By Aaron Beard 

The Carolina Hurricanes have been perfect at home in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs. They’ve had to be. 

The Hurricanes are back in Raleigh for Thursday night’s 
Game 5 against the New York Rangers, looking once again 
to climb into the lead of a playoff series with the support of a 
rowdy home crowd. That’s because they have lost every 
road game, the latest coming Tuesday night at Madison 
Square Garden that allowed the Rangers to even their 
second-round series. 

That only shrinks the margin for error as the series wears on, 
even with home-ice advantage. 

“It’s a best-of-3 series now and we’ve been in this position 
before,” defenseman Brett Pesce said Wednesday. “We 
should have the confidence to pull it out.” 

The split between the Hurricanes’ home and road results is 
drastic.  

The Hurricanes are the first NHL team to win its first six 
postseason home games since 2017, and they boast a plus-
13 goal differential in pulling off the feat. They are a lowly 0-5 
on the road with a minus-14 differential — a startling 
performance for a division champion that was tied with the 
Rangers and three other teams with an NHL-best 25 road 
wins during the regular season. 

The Hurricanes haven’t stayed out of the box on the road, 
where they have committed 28 penalties for an average of 
13:48 in minutes served compared with 24 penalties for an 
average of 8:20 minutes at home. 

More glaringly, Carolina’s power play has been struggling 
since the final weeks of the regular season. Carolina is just 9 
for 89 (10.1%) over its last 28 games dating to late March, 
including 5 for 45 (11.1%) in the postseason. 

“In the last two games, we did hit two posts on our power 
play,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We’re there, it’s just 
they’ve got to go in.” 

While the Hurricanes are 0 for 9 in this series, New York has 
capitalized by scoring a power-play goal in each of their 
Game 3 and Game 4 home wins. Those loom large in a 
defensive-minded series between the teams that 
surrendered the fewest regular-season goals in the NHL. 

“It’s not just the two at home, but the four games have been 
pretty much one-goal games most of the way through,” 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said after Tuesday’s win. 
“We’re two teams that are close and battling. I just think it’s 
been outstanding hockey by both teams.” 

The Hurricanes ousted Boston in Round 1 by holding serve 
at home and winning Game 7. They could advance again the 
same way in this series and they would also have the home-
ice advantage against reigning two-time Stanley Cup 
champion Tampa Bay in the East final. 

Any home stumble could be devastating if Carolina can’t 
solve its road issues. 

“The games are all tight, they’re all close,” Brind’Amour said. 
“A bounce here, there. We just didn’t get them on the road. 
… It’s not a road game, the next one. So I’m not worried 
about the road right now.” 

OILERS at FLAMES, Edmonton leads 3-1 (9:30 p.m. EDT, 
ESPN) 

The Battle of Alberta opened with Edmonton unable to keep 
up with Calgary in a 15-goal frenzy. Now the Oilers are a win 
from the Western Conference finals. 

The Oilers have won three straight since the 9-6 road loss in 
Game 1 under interim coach Jay Woodcroft, who went from 
leading the team’s American Hockey League affiliate to 
replacing the fired Dave Tippett in February for a team sitting 
six points outside the playoff race. 

“He’s brought a lot of energy and a lot of passion to the job,” 
said Connor McDavid, who has a league-best 25 points in 11 
postseason games. “We fed off that. The message he 
preaches is something that I think we all agree with. 
Something that we all can buy into.” 

A Game 5 win on Thursday night would send the Oilers to 
the Western Conference finals for the first time since 2006, 
when Edmonton later lost to Carolina in a seven-game 
Stanley Cup Final. 

Calgary is trying to reach the conference finals for the first 
time since 2004.  

In an offensive-minded series, the Flames could use a strong 
performance in net from Jacob Markstrom. He ranked third in 
the league with a 2.22 goals-against average and fourth with 
a .922 save percentage, but against the high-powered Oilers 
those numbers are 5.28 and .850. 

Flames coach Darryl Sutter said Game 5 is about more than 
just players like McDavid and Markstrom. 

“That’s all anyone else had talked about. They’ve either 
talked about Jacob Markstrom or Connor McDavid. That’s all 
they’ve talked about,” he said. “In the end, that’s not what the 
difference in games is. We’ll have to improve some things.” 

The Flames twice suffered four-game losing streaks during 
the regular season, the last in January. Another will end their 
season.
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Hurricanes-Rangers Vibe Check: New York holding pace better than expected 

By Shayna Goldman  

While the Tampa Bay Lightning await their Eastern 
Conference Final opponent, New York and Carolina are tied 
2-2 after the Rangers pulled even last night.  

It’s the only series that isn’t facing elimination, so let’s break 
down four keys to this series through four games: 

Strength in net 

Goaltending was a big storyline for both teams going into this 
series. Everyone knows how dominant Igor Shesterkin was 
in the regular season, saving a league-leading 40.7 more 
goals than expected, 25 quality starts and nine stolen wins. 
Although he slipped in Games 3 and 4 of Round 1, he’s 
otherwise been elite as expected. 

In this series, Shesterkin’s earned a sparking .959 save 
percentage and stopped 5.8 goals above expected against 
all shot attempts he’s faced in all situations. In total through 
11 games, he has a .925 save percentage and GSAx of +7. 

On the flip side, there’s Antti Raanta. The storylines were 
more about the Hurricanes’ crease as a whole given Frederik 
Andersen’s injury status. But the backup has run with the 
starter’s crease, earning a .936 save percentage and 
stopping 2.8 more goals than expected. In 10 total playoff 
games, he now has a .931 save percentage and GSAx of 
3.9. 

Both teams have strength in net, which has kept this series 
closer than anticipated given the teams in front of the blue 
paint. 

Five-on-five play is closer than expected 

Based on the regular season, Carolina outright had the edge 
over its Round 2 opponents at 5-on-5. The Rangers may 
have had some results in those situations thanks to their 
finishing talent and saving, but below the surface painted a 
more concerning picture.  

New York managed to clean up play in its own zone post-
deadline and did improve offensively. Of course, those all fell 
apart in Round 1, casting more doubt about how this series 
would look, especially with the Hurricanes’ aggressive 
forecheck in mind. 

But the Rangers are holding pace better than anticipated, 
and that’s a reason this series is tied. The Hurricanes still are 
the stronger team at holding the blue line and extending 
zone time. They’re also attempting a ton of passes in the 
offensive zone and generating more shots.  

That’s giving New York a lot to work with and they’re doing 
their best to block passes and shots at a high rate to limit 
quality chances or cycle shots. Although Carolina can create 
scoring chances off the rush, the Canes only attempted 4.83 
attempts from the slot off the cycle, which was a strong point 
in their game in the regular season. 

Another strong point was limiting those chances against; 
Carolina was one of the best, yet it's allowing 6.65 attempts 
from the Rangers. 

Carolina still has the slight edge in expected goal generated, 
with 8.35 through four games. But they don’t have the goal 
scoring to show it, netting only four goals so far.  

As much as they’re testing Shesterkin with shot volume, the 
Rangers are doing their best to keep their quality shot 
generation as even as possible. And vice-versa, New York’s 
testing Raanta with a slightly higher rate of slot shots. 
They’ve generated 7.65 expected goals for that they’ve 
mustered five tallies from. 

Carolina can’t win on the road 

The Hurricanes have played 11 games so far, and all six 
losses have come away from PNC Arena. The advantage is 
that they have home ice, so if this were to go seven, that last 
tilt won’t be on the road. But it’s particularly curious just how 
long this trend as continued. 

Maybe it’s a matter of the matchup game — the Bruins were 
able to push Sebastian Aho’s line by matching them against 
Patrice Bergeron’s. Or that in this round, the Rangers can 
get Mika Zibanejad away from Jordan Staal, after the Canes’ 
shutdown trio did their best to suppress New York’s top line. 

Carolina did play well at Madison Square Garden, especially 
in Game 3, but didn’t have the results to show for it. So, it’s 
not simply this team collapsing on the road. But it’s 
something to watch moving forward because even though 
the Hurricanes will maintain home ice if they make it to next 
series, it’s a hurdle they’re going to have to prove to 
themselves they can get past. 

Ryan Lindgren’s impact 

The Rangers struggled without one of their top pairing 
defenders in Round 1 while Ryan Lindgren was sidelined 
with … what we imagine is a myriad of injuries at this point. 

Without him, Adam Fox was left on an imbalanced pairing 
with Justin Braun. And the third pair of Patrik Nemeth and 
Braden Schneider struggled as well. That put even more 
pressure on K’Andre Miller and Jacob Trouba against an 
elite trio in Pittsburgh, led by Sidney Crosby. Although one 
player shouldn’t make or break a blue line, when depth is an 
issue, it can throw everything out of sorts. 

Of the Rangers’ mainstay pairs, Fox and Lindgren lead the 
way with a 56 per cent expected goals rate at even strength. 
The lefty’s defensive game helps complement Fox’s elite 
two-way play, and that’s shown through in this series in 
particular. Lindgren can separate opponents from the puck 
with his physical play or stick, while Fox uses his stick and 
smart positioning to limit plays against. And the league 
knows what the reigning Norris Trophy winner can do with 
the puck on his stick. 
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This pair has been key for the Rangers in their minutes 
together, and that was put in display in Game 4 on the way 
to evening this series. Shot attempts were 15-14 in New 
York’s favour with them deployed, but how they worked to 
limit quality chances against is what really stood out. 
Carolina managed only one slot attempt against with these 
two on the ice, meanwhile New York generated nine. 

All the while, this duo saw a lot of both Aho’s line and 
Vincent Trocheck’s. New York knows what it looks like 
without Fox and Lindgren leading the way on the back end, 
so they have to carry this strong game back to Carolina to 
make noise in this series. 

 

 

 

Stanley Cup Storylines: Oilers Top Line is Unstoppable, Hurricanes Need Road Luck 

By Steven Ellis 

The Battle of Alberta returns and expect much of what we've 
seen already, while the Metro fight sees the New York 
Rangers looking to knot things back up at home.  

Get ready for Tuesday's action: 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. New York Rangers 

Beating the road curse is crucial for Carolina 

The Carolina Hurricanes haven't lost a game at home yet, 
showing how hard it is for opponents to play at PNC Arena. 

But somehow, the Hurricanes haven't won a game on the 
road yet. And after giving up Game 3, they're not going to 
want to extend this series any further with a 2-1 series lead 
with a loss tonight.  

You can't win a Stanley Cup without winning games on the 
road. And while, for the most part, it's a coincidence that they 
haven't won on the road, they can't have another stinker, and 
the Madison Square Garden faithful are not a crowd you 
want to play against when you're in a bind. 

Statistically, Antti Raanta (.971 SP, 3.11 GSAA) has an 
advantage over Igor Shesterkin (.961 SP, 2.62 GSAA) at 5-
on-5, but it's not a huge one. Raanta has been fantastic for 
Carolina, but he has to keep that up because Shesterkin is 
still Shesterkin – the favorite to win the Vezina Trophy. 

Carolina has done a good job of limiting New York's offense 
– Mika Zibanejad (two) is the only multi-point scorer for the 

Rangers – but New York will take advantage of missteps and 
that's what happened in Game 3. Carolina has to play a 
near-perfect game before heading to the arena where 
they've had so much success this year. 

Calgary Flames vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Can Edmonton's top trio keep flying? 

Between Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Evander 
Kane, the trio has combined for 55 points in 10 games. 
McDavid, in particular, has been extra unbelievable with 23 
points, highlighted by 17 assists, while Kane is the only 
forward with at least 10 goals. 

When players of their caliber – especially McDavid and 
Draisaitl – play as good as they have, there's only so much 
defending you can do. Those two are two of the best in the 
NHL for a reason, and they're carrying this group against the 
higher-ranked Flames team. 

Calgary played good shutdown defense against Dallas, and 
the Flames have peppered Mike Smith with shots throughout 
the series. Getting quality chances to actually go in, though, 
has been a bigger challenge. Calgary can't keep letting 
Edmonton get back into these games, and Markstrom needs 
to stay relaxed and focused in his crease and not have any 
mental lapses. Many of his goals have been with him out of 
position – when it comes to the crease battle, Calgary needs 
their guy to be THE guy. 

But, again, when you're going up against the playoff's 
leading scoring line, there isn't a ton you can do, either. 
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About Last Night: Another Day, Another Road Loss for the Canes 

By Talia Goodman 

History continues to repeat itself as the Carolina Hurricanes 
enter another Game 5 with it all tied up. This is eerily familiar 
to the Canes first round matchup with the Boston Bruins, 
where a myriad of penalties and a lack of offense came to 
bite the Canes as they play on the road.  

Let’s take a look at what happened last night: 

Came out strong 

The Canes have yet to win a road game during their playoff 
ventures this year, and they were surely determined to break 
that streak. They came out hard, gaining control of the puck 
and registering a few quick shots on goal. 

That’s where the momentum ended, though, I’m afraid.  

Special teams struggles (again) 

Carolina’s special teams were something to rave about 
during the regular season. Now, they’re something many 
fans groan about. The Canes continue to commit too many 
careless penalties, and they aren’t able to kill them off as 
effectively as they did in the regular season. Simple as that.  

Their power play isn’t better, as it is rare to see the team 
capitalize on the man-advantage. The Canes are just 9 of 
their last 89 and struggle to maintain the puck and any sort of 
rhythm with an extra man on the ice.  

“We just have to find a way to fight through it, not take the 
unnecessary penalties,” said Rod Brind’Amour. “After the 
first, we played okay, but it was too late because we spotted 
them a couple. Then you’re just chasing the game.” 

The fans know it. The team knows it. Brind’Amour knows it. 
It’s something that desperately needs mending if the Canes 
playoff hopes can come to fruition.  

Turning points 

The Jacob Trouba hit on Max Domi, and what ensued after, 
was the beginning of the end, in hindsight. Whether that hit 
was worthy of a penalty or not, Steven Lorentz took a five-
minute major, a 10 minute misconduct and a two-minute 
minor for instigating due to it, and it changed the course of 
the game.  

“You don’t want to take a penalty,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t 
think he was going in there to fight. He’s never fought 
anybody before. It’s just sticking up for his teammates which 
we like, you just can’t take a penalty there.” 

The Rangers were able to score on that power play, and 
then again just a few minutes later, due to a badly failed 
attempt at a clear by Carolina. The first period was not a 
strong one, and the Canes weren’t able to get themselves on 
the board until it was seemingly too late for a return.  

“We kind of did it to ourselves a little bit in the first,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We got kind of playing again, but by then 
it was too late. You give them two, it’s tough to come back.” 

The chances were there, but chances don’t matter unless 
you can capitalize on them— and the Canes could not last 
night. 

Key stats 

Antti Raanta ended the game with 24 saves on 28 shots, 
making for a. .857 save-percentage. While Raanta has been 
solid during this series and the playoffs as a whole, it will be 
interesting to see if the return of Frederik Andersen will come 
soon enough to tilt the starting job back in his way for the 
remainder of the playoffs. 

Sebastian Aho did notch his first point in a postseason road 
game last night, tallying an assist on the Canes lone goal 
from Teuvo Teravainen. While Aho has nine playoff points 
now, eight of them come from games played at PNC Arena. 
Carolina will need him playing at his best for Game 6, so 
breaking that hiatus of scoring on the road may help.  

What’s next? 

There’s no place like home, and the Canes know that best. 
They are 6-0 this postseason at PNC Arena and they will 
return there on Thursday for Game 5. It’s a 7 p.m. puck drop, 
and this is an absolute must-win for Carolina.  

“We know we have a big game ahead of us at home and it’s 
all we think about,” Aho said. “We want to win that hockey 
game and move on.” 
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Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers: Game 5 Preview 

By Alec Sawyer  

Carolina Hurricanes (2-2) vs. New York Rangers (2-2) 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2, Game 5 (Series tied 2-2) 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 - 7:00 p.m. ET 
PNC Arena — Raleigh, NC 

Watch: ESPN 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Blueshirt Banter 

Home. Sweet. Home.  

The Carolina Hurricanes are back in the only place they’ve 
been able to win a playoff hockey game this year Thursday 
night, as they play host to the New York Rangers in a pivotal 
game five.  

After winning games one and two at home, as they did in the 
first round too, the Carolina Hurricanes went on the road to 
Madison Square Garden and lost two in a row there to let the 
Rangers even things up, as they did the Bruins in round one 
too.  

The good news now is that the series shifts back to Raleigh, 
where the Canes haven’t lost a single game in these 
playoffs.  

Bring on another massive game five.  

Game Notes 

 With an assist in game four, Sebastian Aho passed 
Eric Staal for the most playoff points in franchise 
history and Ron Francis for the most playoff assists 
in NHL history.  

 There’s another record within reach for Aho, who is 
two away from passing Eric Staal for the most 
playoff goals in franchise history.  

 And after falling below Aho in the assists records 
Tuesday, Eric Staal is set to drop to third sometime 
soon with Jaccob Slavin just two assists away from 
passing him.  

 Teuvo Teravainen now leads the Hurricanes with 10 
points in this postseason. Tony DeAngelo had eight 
points in the first round but has yet to register a 
point in the second round. 

 Antti Raanta loves PNC Arena. So far this 
postseason, he’s 5-0 with 0.97 GAA and .968 save 
percentage at home in Raleigh.  

 The Carolina Hurricanes are 6-5 all time in game 
fives. They are 5-2 on home ice. The franchise has 
never lost a playoff series (8-0) when it went up 3-2, 
but it is just 2-8 in series where it was down 3-2.  
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Wolves must clinch another day 

Despite firing 24 more shots than the Milwaukee Admirals, 
the Chicago Wolves dropped Game 3 of the Central Division 
Finals by a 4-2 count Wednesday night at Panther Arena. 

Forwards Jack Drury and Josh Leivo scored in the third 
period for the Wolves (5-1), who could not deliver their 
second straight three-game sweep in the Calder Cup 
Playoffs as Milwaukee converted three consecutive power-
play opportunities during the middle of the game. 

The Wolves’ next chance to wrap up the series will be 7 p.m. 
Friday when they return to Milwaukee for Game 4. 

“They’re not just going to roll over, right?” said Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. “They’re in their home building, 
they’ve grinded all season long. They’ve got some really 
good players over there. They’re well-prepared by the 
coaching staff. We figured this was going to happen. This is 
the playoffs. We have to turn the page.” 

Neither team scored in the first period, which marked the first 
time in the playoffs the Wolves headed to their dressing 
room without the lead. 

Milwaukee earned its first lead of the series on Rocco 
Grimaldi’s power-play goal 4:51 into the second period. 
Former Wolves center Cody Glass and Cole Schneider 
assisted on the play. 

The Admirals, who boasted the AHL’s second-best power 
play during the regular season, struck again on their next 
man-advantage as Glass set up Cole Smith for a redirect 
from the slot at 16:01 of the second. 

The Wolves needed just nine seconds of the third period to 
slice their deficit in half. Leivo forced a turnover behind the 
Admirals net that David Gust collected. He spied Drury open 
at the bottom of the left circle and fed him for the Winnetka 
native’s fifth goal of the playoffs. 

Milwaukee responded with its third power-play goal as 
Schneider swatted home the rebound of a Glass shot at 2:31 
to give the Admirals a 3-1 edge. The Admirals made it 4-1 
when Brayden Burke tipped Smith’s centering pass from the 
left half-wall at 5:41. 

Chicago slashed the lead to 4-2 with 5:16 left in regulation on 
Leivo’s goal whistled through traffic from the left point. 

Warsofsky pulled goaltender Alex Lyon with 4:15 left to gain 
an extra attacker, but could not get any closer despite 
earning a few more scoring chances. 

Admirals rookie goalie Devin Cooley (3-1), who made his 
AHL debut with the Wolves, rejected 47 shots on his 25th 
birthday to pick up the win. The Wolves’ Alex Lyon (5-1) 
notched 21 saves. 

If the Central Division Finals don’t conclude Friday night at 
Milwaukee, then the Wolves host the winner-take-all Game 5 
at 3 p.m. Sunday at Allstate Arena. To get the best deals on 
playoff tickets, visit ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a 
team representative via email at 
WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com. 

 

   

TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261769322.html 
https://theathletic.com/3333489/2022/05/26/rangers-hurricanes-flames-oilers-bets-picks-odds/ 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-brett-pesce-new-york-rangers-421c44603b4d49a41091df6fc7112f37 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-rangers-vibe-check-new-york-holding-pace-better-than-expected/ 
https://thehockeynews.com/news/stanley-cup-storylines-oilers-top-line-is-unstoppable-hurricanes-need-road-luck 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/25/23141002/about-last-night-another-day-another-road-loss-for-the-canes 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/26/23142490/carolina-hurricanes-at-new-york-rangers-game-5-preview 
https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/25/wolves-must-clinch-another-day/ 
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Hurricanes’ Lorentz makes bad decision against the Rangers, for all the 
right reasons 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED MAY 25, 2022 8:13 AM 

 

Steven Lorentz showed some fight Tuesday for the Carolina Hurricanes. 

It might have come at a bad time. It had a poor outcome — for Lorentz 
and the Canes. But Lorentz, in a flash, displayed some fight-back that the 
Canes mostly lacked in a lackluster 4-1 loss to the New York Rangers in 
Game 4 of their Stanley Cup playoff series at Madison Square Garden. 

The Rangers had promised — threatened? — some retribution in Game 
4 for what they considered a cheap cross-check by the Canes’ Max Domi 
on defenseman Ryan Lindgren in the final seconds of New York’s 3-1 win 
in Game 3. Forward Ryan Reaves said he might “run some people” and 
mouthed other generalities about potential nastiness. 

But this was how it unfolded Tuesday: Rangers defenseman Jacob 
Trouba lined up Domi for a big hit along the boards, leading with his 
elbow. While it was a big collision, Domi avoided what could have been a 
serious injury by slowing at the last second, bracing and moving his head 
back. 

In came Lorentz, dropping the gloves for a go at Trouba. Punches were 
thrown and Trouba continued to take a few swings at Lorentz even as 
Lorentz was falling down. 

“It was early in the game and 0-0 and emotions were high,” Lorentz said. 
“I think we had only played a couple of shifts up to that point, so we were 
still kind of buzzing. I clearly wasn’t a big fan of the hit and when I saw 
‘Maxi’ go down I thought, ‘You know what, this guy did the same thing for 
me,’ so I went in there and tried to stick up for a teammate, trying to 
ignite the guys. 

“But unfortunately it ended up costing us.” 

Lorentz ended up with 17 minutes in penalties, including two minutes for 
instigating, with 8:22 left in the first. The Rangers ended up on a power 
play, and Frank Vatrano scored for a 1-0 lead. 

“That’s on me,” Lorentz said. “It’s hard. You’ve got to make a decision, 
split-second. The game is so fast and I thought I was doing the right 
thing, but unfortunately I ended up costing our team, so that’s on me.” 

Lorentz said when he saw Trouba’s hit, he instantly thought Trouba 
would be whistled for a penalty. Trouba would be penalized — a five-
minute fighting major. 

“I kind of rushed in there as my gloves were off and I grabbed him,” 
Lorentz said. “Again, in my mind, I thought I was doing the right thing 
because Max is a guy who did the exact same thing for me. I just wanted 
to provide a spark. 

“You can’t do stuff like that, but emotions are high. … I just wanted to 
show I was engaged and ready to compete and try to provide a spark.” 

Brind’Amour did not like the end result — the Rangers on the power play, 
then scoring, forcing the Canes to play catch up the rest of the game. 

But Brind’Amour didn’t like the play of the Canes in the first period, either, 
as the Rangers took a 2-0 lead. 

The Rangers’ Andrew Copp, who had a goal and two assists, called the 
Trouba hit the “biggest play of the game.” 

“We’re not out there trying to catch guys at all, we’re not trying to play 
stupid or anything like that,” Copp said. “We’re just trying to finish our 
checks when we can and play physical when we can and make smart 
decisions. At the end of the day, them taking the two-minute instigator 
changed the course of the game. 

“It’s not head-hunting at all. It was a good hit. Their response warranted a 
penalty.” 

The question now: What will the Canes response be in Game 5? 
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Hurricanes vs. Rangers, Flames vs. Oilers picks, odds: Expert 
predictions for Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff 

 

Connor McDavid’s ridiculous production in the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
continued on Tuesday. McDavid added two assists in a 5-3 win against 
Calgary and has tallied at least two points in 10 of 11 playoff games so 
far. Thanks in part to his heroics, Edmonton goes for the series win 
against the Flames on Thursday, entering Game 5 with a 3-1 series lead. 

Meanwhile, the New York Rangers had a comfortable win against 
Carolina and head back on the road for a crucial Game 5 with the series 
tied 2-2. 

Thursday’s Stanley Cup Playoffs schedule: 

Game 5: New York Rangers at Carolina Hurricanes — 7 p.m. ET — 
ESPN, SNE, SNO, SNP 

Game 5: Edmonton Oilers at Calgary Flames — 9:30 p.m. ET — ESPN, 
CBC, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s writers will 
make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, the TV schedule and all 
series coverage, plus the latest odds, all in one place for fans to easily 
digest and follow. Our in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. 
For live NHL odds from BetMGM, Click here. 

What are the odds for Rangers at Hurricanes? 

Game 4: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1 | Series tied 2-2 

Recap by Mark Lazerus 
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Who was The Guy? Look, it’d be very easy — and accurate — to just 
give this to Igor Shesterkin for the umpteenth time this postseason. The 
Rangers goaltender was great again, with 30 saves. But this wasn’t a 
goalie win for a change; the Rangers were the better team top to bottom. 
Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren had big games, but let’s give a little love to 
Andrew Copp. New York’s trade deadline acquisition seems built for the 
playoffs, and he was excellent in Game 4, with a goal and two assists, an 
xGF of 73.54 percent and a game score of 3.31. 

What was the key? The Hurricanes still can’t score. They’ve beaten 
Shesterkin only once in each of the past three games. The power play 
continues to be in shambles, now 0-for-12 dating to Game 7 against 
Boston, and Shesterkin seems to be in their heads. Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the game that it was starting to feel like the Tampa Bay series 
last season, when Andrei Vasilevskiy held the Hurricanes to one or zero 
goals in three of the Lightning’s four wins. That’s a bad sign. When the 
Rangers scored two quick goals after Jacob Trouba’s hit on Max Domi, it 
already felt like an utterly insurmountable lead. 

Key stat: Until this changes, it’s always going to be the key stat. The 
Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in the postseason and 0-5 on the road. 

Hurricanes worry meter:      … Yes, they’ve been the better 
team in three out of four games. And yes, they beat the Bruins without a 
road win, so they know a squandered 2-0 series lead isn’t the end of the 
world. But you can’t win if you can’t score. And they can’t score. That’s … 
concerning. 

Rangers worry meter:    … They’re starting to play with a little 
swagger. It’s not just all about Shesterkin anymore. 

Hurricanes vs. Rangers expert picks and predictions for Game 5 

Civian: Hurricanes vibe check: Will they ever win on the road? 

Staple: Ryan Lindgren carrying the flag for the Rangers in the playoffs: 
‘He’s a warrior’ 

What are the odds for Oilers at Flames? 

Team Moneyline Total 

Oilers 

+125 

O 6.5 (-115) 

Flames 

-150 

U 6.5 (-105) 

Game 4: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Edmonton leads 3-1 

Recap by Max Bultman 

What was the key? Edmonton left the first period with less than one-third 
of the all-situations shot attempts (28.26 percent, according to Natural 
Stat Trick) but a 3-0 lead. The possession number is a little misleading in 
this case because the Oilers’ shot quality numbers were a bit better than 
Calgary’s. But emerging from the first with a big lead despite being 
outshot gave Edmonton a crucial cushion for the better part of the next 
two periods. Goals at the beginning and end of periods are killers, and 
Edmonton got both in the first. 

Key stat: 132 feet — that’s the length of Rasmus Andersson’s goal. You 
simply never see this. 

Rasmus Andersson just scored from the defensive zone to tie the game 
in the third period. Mike Smith, baby. pic.twitter.com/BebGpOb4bY 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 25, 2022 

Flames worry meter:       … They’re heading home for Game 
5, but they’re doing so on the brink of elimination with a goalie who looks 

inexplicably shaky. Oh, and they’re still facing arguably the best player in 
the world. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, they have a 3-1 lead, and that should 
be cause for the Smiling Cowboy. But nobody who watched that third 
Flames goal can honestly tell me Edmonton’s home free yet. Not in this 
series. 

Flames vs. Oilers expert picks and predictions for Game 5 

Nugent-Bowman: Ryan Nugent-Hopkins gets his chance to shine in the 
playoffs: ‘Tonight was Ryan’s moment’ 

Salvian: 8 observations from Flames’ Game 4 loss to Oilers 

Mitchell: Oilers’ Ryan Nugent-Hopkins having effective playoffs before 
big goals 

NHL playoff predictions: A scout, coach and executive pick the second-
round winners 
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Hurricanes back home, out to stunt Rangers' momentum 

 

Reuters 

 

For every bit as good as the Carolina Hurricanes looked in winning all six 
home games of the current playoffs, they have skated away with a loss in 
all five contests away from Raleigh, N.C. 

Carolina hopes to morph back into the good doctor at home on Thursday 
when it plays Game 5 of its Eastern Conference semifinal series against 
the New York Rangers. 

The Hurricanes won the first two contests at home in the best-of-seven 
series before the Rangers stormed back to even the series after a pair of 
games at New York. 

Carolina has outscored the opposition by a 22-7 margin at home in the 
playoffs and boasts a 94.1 percent penalty kill in its own building. 
Conversely, the Hurricanes have been outscored 21-8 on the road and 
are just 16-for-23 on the penalty kill (69.6 percent) following Tuesday’s 4-
1 loss to New York. 

“I am confident eventually they are going to find their way to the back of 
the net,” Carolina’s Sebastian Aho said. “We just have to find ways to 
score. We got to score on the power play.” 

Carolina failed on both opportunities with the man advantage Tuesday 
and are 0-for-9 in the series. Igor Shesterkin is responsible for a 
significant portion of the Hurricanes’ troubles, as the Rangers’ Hart and 
Vezina Trophy finalist has yielded just one goal in each of his last three 
games and a total of five on 122 shots in the series. 

“What’re you going to do? You have to keep getting the chances. I’m 
happy that we’re creating offense,” Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “(Shesterkin) played well. You have to give him a ton of credit. But 
the (poor) start is what did it to us.” 

The Rangers scored twice in the first period and Mika Zibanejad tallied 
for the second straight game, when he added on in the second period, to 
send the Rangers on their way to their fifth consecutive home victory. 

Zibanejad’s five goals are one shy of Chris Kreider for the team lead in 
the playoffs. Zibanejad also has a club-best 14 points in two playoff 
series, with 10 of those points (five goals, five assists) coming in his past 
six games. 
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Trade-deadline acquisitions Andrew Copp, Frank Vatrano and Tyler 
Motte also made their presence felt on Tuesday. Copp recorded one goal 
and two assists, Vatrano had one of each and Motte provided spirited 
play after being elevated to the third line. 

“In the playoffs and in the regular season, they came in and were big 
factors,” Rangers defenseman Adam Fox said. “It’s guys with experience 
and guys who know how to play the right way. 

“Up front, you could see what Copper and Frank are able to do. They’re 
skill players, and you can see the jolt of energy we get from Motter when 
he’s in. He’s, I think, an underrated part of what we’ve been doing here in 
the playoffs. When he came back, it seems like defensively he’s all over 
the ice and killing penalties is huge.” 

Carolina could face a goaltending dilemma for Game 5. 

Former Rangers backup Antti Raanta is 5-4 for the Hurricanes in the 
playoffs with a 2.09 goals-against average and a .931 save percentage. 
But regular starter Frederik Andersen has been skating on his own as he 
bids to make a return from a lower-body injury. 

“I’ll tell you when he’s an option, how about that?” Brind’Amour said of 
Andersen, who sported a 35-14-3 record, a career-best 2.17 GAA and a 
.922 save percentage during the regular season. 
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To Win Series, the Rangers Must Do What No Team Has Done 

 

David Waldstein 

 

Two Rangers wins at Madison Square Garden tied their second-round 
series at two games apiece. But the teams swing back to North Carolina, 
where the Hurricanes have yet to lose this postseason. 

After posting no points in Games 1 and 2, the Rangers’ Mika Zibanejad, 
left, had two goals and an assist in the two games in New York. 

Credit...Danny Wild/USA Today Sports, via Reuters 

May 26, 2022Updated 4:21 a.m. ET 

The Carolina Hurricanes have not lost a home game in this year’s N.H.L. 
playoffs, so naturally their success in their own arena was a main topic of 
conversation when the Rangers met with reporters before their flight to 
North Carolina on Wednesday afternoon. 

But contained in all the discussion about travel, loud fans and tactical line 
changes came an important message from Mika Zibanejad, the Rangers’ 
talented, veteran center. 

“This is a good team we are playing,” he said, “but I can’t stress this 
enough: We might have shown a little bit too much respect in the regular 
season.” 

A healthy respect for a good opponent is an essential component to 
winning. But it must be projected with a heavy dose of self-confidence, 
too. An inordinate amount of respect toward the opposition sometimes 
leads to relatively timid performances. The Rangers lost three of their 
four games against the Hurricanes during the regular season, including a 
defeat at Madison Square Garden in the final week that eliminated the 
Rangers from winning the Metropolitan Division. Then they lost the first 
two games of their second-round postseason series. 

But those two games in Raleigh, N.C., were close and hard-fought — the 
first went to overtime — and the Rangers carried a heightened 
confidence that they could play with the Hurricanes into a pulsating 
M.S.G., where they won both games to lock the series at two games 

apiece. Teams that take a three-games-to-two lead in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs win the series 79 percent of the time. 

“We haven’t played a bad game yet,” Rangers Coach Gerard Gallant 
said. “So, I expect us to play a good game on the road.” 

But winning in Raleigh has been elusive so far, and if that perplexing 
pattern holds, the Hurricanes will advance to the Stanley Cup finals. With 
the Presidents’ Trophy-winning Panthers eliminated, Carolina, as the 
Eastern Conference’s second-best team, has home-ice advantage 
secured at least through the conference finals — if it gets that far — and 
could follow that path all the way through the first three rounds, winning 
every series in a Game 7 at home. 

The Rangers will try to break Carolina’s home hex over visiting teams in 
Game 5 on Thursday. The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in the playoffs (0-
5 on the road), including four first-round wins against the Boston Bruins. 
They also went 29-8-4 in the regular season at home, where ’Canes fans 
are boisterous and energetic in support of their team. 

“It’s loud,” Rangers forward Tyler Motte said on Wednesday before the 
team flew into hostile territory. “They play really well down there. They 
come out with energy, as we saw in Game 1 and 2. They can play a 
dynamic style. They can also try and play a physical game, as well. But 
they just play really well in that building and we’ve got to match that 
intensity.” 

The Rangers did much better in their first two games in Raleigh than the 
Bruins did in their losses there. Carolina won the four games against 
Boston with a plus-12 goal differential. Against the Rangers, Carolina 
won two close, defensive games, by scores of 2-1 and 2-0. 

The disparity between the performances at home and away for Carolina 
is noticeable. At home, they seemed to skate and check more vigorously 
and have a more aggressive approach. On the road, they appeared 
almost overwhelmed at times. 

But there is another factor at play besides the raucous crowds, which 
have played a significant role in both arenas in this series, and it is in the 
hockey rule book: The home team can make the last line change. 

Carolina Coach Rod Brind’Amour prefers to use his excellent checking 
forward line, centered by Jordan Staal with Jesper Fast and Nino 
Niederreiter on the wings, whenever he sees Gallant send out 
Zibanejad’s line following a stoppage in play. 

“We are pretty sure who we’re going to see tomorrow,” Zibanejad said on 
Wednesday. “I don’t think that changes. It’s been the regular season and 
the first two games there.” 

In the first two games in North Carolina, Zibanejad had no points on four 
shots and Chris Kreider, who scored a career-high 52 goals this season, 
had no points on one shot. In New York, where Gallant was the one 
waiting to see which Hurricanes line would take the ice first, Zibanejad 
and Kreider were far more productive. Zibanejad registered two goals 
and an assist on seven shots. Kreider had a goal and eight shots. 

During the Rangers’ first-round series against the Pittsburgh Penguins, 
Zibanejad’s line was frequently opposite the line centered by Sidney 
Crosby, one of the game’s best players, and there was concern that 
Zibanejad was focused on Crosby and did not assert himself. 

But as the series progressed, Zibanejad got the message from the 
coaching staff and his teammates that he is one of the elite centers in the 
game and should think of himself in that manner. It culminated in an 
overtime win in front of an absolutely pulsating Garden in Game 7, with 
Zibanejad scoring the goal that drew the Rangers even in the third 
period. 

That goal ignited the Garden to earsplitting levels. But there are times 
when a silent arena is preferable, too. 

“Obviously, I would like to hear a sold-out Garden,” Zibanejad said. “That 
Game 7 was unbelievable. But it’s a pretty good feeling to hear a quiet 
away building as well.” 
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Rangers' power play making difference against Hurricanes 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said he’s happy with how his team 
played in two straight losses to the Rangers at Madison Square Garden. 
But as the second-round series shifts back to Raleigh, N.C., for Game 5 
on Thursday night, he is looking at one area for his team to improve. 

“We want to score on our power play just as they are on theirs,” 
Brind’Amour said Wednesday. “That makes a big difference if we can 
connect on that.” 

Right now, it might be what’s making the difference in the series. 

The Rangers scored a power-play goal in each of their two victories, and 
generated momentum early in Game 4 from a man-advantage om which 
they didn’t score, but peppered Antti Raanta with shots, getting their 
offense into rhythm. Meanwhile, Carolina has yet to score a power-play 
goal in four games — though the decisive moment in its Game 2 victory 
was a shorthanded goal by Brendan Smith during a four-minute power 
play on which the Rangers failed to convert. 

The Hurricanes’ power play converted at a 21.98 percent clip during the 
regular season, 13th in the league. They’ve seemingly met their match in 
the Rangers — who have avoided taking too many penalties to begin 
with and played assiduously on the kill. 

“Knowing we’re good up the ice, make it hard for them to gain entries, I 
think is step one,” Tyler Motte said. “Being good when we can pressure 
on opportunities is big as well. And then just maintaining structure and 
working as a four-man unit, I think that’s really what works. It’s been 
successful, it’s obviously really important this time of year more than 
any.” 

Special teams were a strength of the Rangers during the regular season, 
though that had more to do with their power play than the penalty kill. 
After a slow start to the series, in which the Rangers struggled to deal 
with an aggressive Carolina penalty kill, they seem to have found their 
rhythm. 

In Game 4, the puck hummed at five-on-four. Carolina could barely get 
the puck out of its zone. Raanta was under constant pressure. Even 
when the Rangers didn’t break through, it helped them dictate terms and 
conjure momentum. 

“We know we’re facing if not the best penalty kill in the league, right near 
the top all the time,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. “They’re 
aggressive, they put the pressure on you. [Tuesday] night we were 
fortunate, we made a great pass to the backdoor and scored a great goal 
off it. And the first power play set the tone for the game.” 

That is what the Rangers failed to do in Games 1 and 2 at Carolina. And 
it is what they must carry into Game 5. 
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Breaking up Kid Line pays off for Rangers and Gerard Gallant 

 

Peter Botte 

 

Gerard Gallant hasn’t altered his top-three line combinations often during 
the playoffs, but the Rangers coach broke up the Kid Line for their Game 
4 win over the Hurricanes, which tied their second-round series. 

Gallant bumped up winger Tyler Motte as the right wing alongside Filip 
Chytil and Alexis Lafreniere, while dropping Kaapo Kakko to the fourth 
unit on the left of Kevin Rooney and Ryan Reaves. 

“Change it up, just get a little more speed with Motter there, and 
defensive responsibilities,” Gallant said Wednesday. “I actually really 
liked Kakko on the left side. He plays right wing most times, but I really 
liked him [Wednesday] night on the left.” 

Motte missed the first five of seven games in the first round against the 
Penguins, but he buried the empty-net goal to seal Game 3 before 
logging 14:55 of ice-time in Game 4. 

“I thought it went well,” the 27-year-old Motte said about his new 
linemates. “Maybe a little bit of adjustment there in the first period for all 
of us, but we can all skate, we all like to get on the forecheck and bring a 
little bit of physicality. We’re reliable defensively. 

“Obviously those guys have played quite a bit together. No matter who 
I’m playing with I’m just trying to make their jobs easier, use my speed, 
be physical, trying to get the pucks in their hands and trying to create a 
little offensively. But we’re also not giving up anything on our end, which 
is important.” 

The NHL still hasn’t announced a starting time for Game 6 on Saturday 
at the Garden, but the league has notified the teams that it will be a night 
game. An exact game time will be announced at the conclusion of the 
Edmonton-Calgary game Thursday night. 

The Rangers didn’t practice Wednesday, but injured forward Barclay 
Goodrow skated and is “doing good” and “going in the right direction,” 
Gallant said. Goodrow hasn’t played since suffering a lower-body injury 
May 3 in Game 1 of the first round against Pittsburgh. 

Gallant on No. 1 defenseman Adam Fox’s play in this series: “It’s playoffs 
and Foxy mans up. When we talk about our team, you gotta man up in 
the playoffs and Foxy plays the game the right way. He plays real strong 
minutes, he plays great defensive hockey for us, and obviously the 
offense he brings to your team. So that’s what it’s all about, the superstar 
players.” 
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Rangers limiting Hurricanes star Sebastian Aho hasn't been intentional 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Regarding the Rangers, who have allowed six goals 
overall and four at five-on-five to the Hurricanes entering the fulcrum 
Game 5 on Thursday. 

1. In a lot of ways, Sebastian Aho is Carolina’s equivalent to Mika 
Zibanejad, an upper-echelon, first-line center who sometimes is an 
afterthought when the conversation turns to the NHL’s elite. They’re both 
on the power play. They both kill penalties. They both recorded 81 points 
this season, though Aho scored 37 goals to Zibanejad’s 29. They both 
are a large focus of the opposition. It is not quite as simple as: if you stop 
Zibanejad/Aho, you stop the Rangers/’Canes, but the proposition is not 
all that far-fetched. 

Aho scored the tying goal late in Game 1 of this second-round playoff 
series, then clinched Game 2 with an open-netter. But the Blueshirts 
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have done an outstanding job making it difficult for the 24-year-old Finn, 
who lasted until 35th overall in the 2015 entry draft. The Blueshirts have 
taken time and space away from Aho the way the Hurricanes have done 
with Artemi Panarin. 

The Rangers, by the way, did not have a selection until 41st overall in 
2015. They had sent their first-round pick to Tampa Bay in the Marty St. 
Louis deadline deal a year earlier. They (in)famously tapped Ryan 
Gropp. Still a prospect! (No, not really.) 

Carolina matched Aho’s unit — Seth Jarvis on one wing, Teuvo 
Teravainen on the other since he switched places with Andrei 
Svechnikov in the third period of Game 1 — against Ryan Strome’s line 
at home. The Rangers matched with Zibanejad at the Garden and have 
essentially split the assignment on defense between the Adam Fox-Ryan 
Lindgren and K’Andre Miller-Jacob Trouba tandems. 

The Blueshirts have done a terrific job on Svechnikov as well, keeping 
the 2018 second-overall pick off the scoresheet entirely as he skates with 
Vincent Trocheck and Martin Necas. 

Still, despite his team’s success in stifling the Hurricanes’ top guns, head 
coach Gerard Gallant wasn’t accepting plaudits. He wasn’t even 
accepting the notion that the Blueshirts might be game-planning even a 
smidgen against Aho. 

“I wouldn’t say we limited him,” the coach said at the Rangers’ training 
facility before the flight south. “We don’t look at Carolina and say we’re 
going to take care of this one player. I mean, they’ve got a lot of good 
hockey players. 

“We talk about their line a little bit, but we’re more about we’re going to 
do. We try and match a little bit, but I wouldn’t say there’s a big game 
plan in trying to shut down Aho himself.” 

The Rangers are packing the middle of the ice, dropping their wingers 
lower and lower. Their D-zone coverage resembles the system under 
John Tortorella. Their goaltender, Igor Shesterkin, resembles the 2011-
12 Henrik Lundqvist. Their forwards are busting back and they are not 
afraid to spend some time in their own end. 

If that’s not a game plan designed to stop Aho, OK, but it sure is 
producing residual benefits. 

2. No, it is not on Gallant to get the Zibanejad-Chris Kreider-Frank 
Vatrano unit away from Jordan Staal’s estimable checking unit with Nino 
Niederreiter and Jesper Fast on the flanks as the matches now are in 
Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour’s hands. 

You’re not going to have the Rangers hopping on and off the ice in 
response to Carolina’s personnel. That would result in chaos for a team 
that has never employed such a tactic through the first 93 games. 
Furthermore, even as much as the Devils liked to match, no one pulled 
the Patrik Elias-Jason Arnott-Petr Sykora “A Line” off the ice when an 
opposing checking line came on. 

The responsibility rests with Zibanejad, Kreider and Vatrano — who had 
his best game of the playoffs in Game 4 — to meet the challenge and 
produce offense against the Staal unit. That is what upper-echelon 
players do in the playoffs. 

3. Isn’t it ironic, don’t you think, that on a night when the Blueshirts had 
their worst faceoff performance of the series by winning only 18 of 51 at 
the dots (35.3 percent), that Carolina scored its lone goal almost directly 
after Zibanejad beat Staal cleanly on a defensive-zone draw? It was just 
like rain on his wedding day. 

4. The Blueshirts are two victories away from that second-rounder owed 
to Winnipeg in the Andrew Copp trade turning into a first-rounder. The 
Rangers will be happy to pay that price for No. 18, whose Game 4 
represented his best performance since he suffered a lower-body injury 
against the Islanders on April 21. 

The question is: What price will be right for both parties to keep Copp 
from hitting the open market as an unrestricted free agent on July 13? 

Does five years at around $25 million sound right? To general manager 
Chris Drury, probably. To Copp, I’m not so sure. 
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New York teams should consider making these ultra-rare crosstown 
trades 

 

Mike Vaccaro 

 

In theory, this really shouldn’t matter as much as it matters. A Yankees-
Mets trade? A Giants-Jets deal? A Rangers-Islanders swap? A Knicks-
Nets exchange? At the end of the day — in theory — they’re all just 
opponents. Same as Mets-Dodgers, same as Giants-Cowboys, same as 
Rangers-Canucks, same as Knicks-Bulls. 

But in practice, of course … 

“When you’re a general manager, there’s sort of an unwritten truth,” Ernie 
Accorsi once told me. He was GM of the Giants at the time, but he is a 
sports fan in the know of all sports, so if there’s one man who can simply 
speak about The Job it’s Accorsi. 

“And this is it: You can make terrible trades and survive. You can send a 
kid off who becomes an All-Star in Chicago or Pittsburgh or Miami. You’ll 
be criticized for it, and you’d better get a few other moves right, but you 
can survive it. But if you’re on the wrong end of a trade with a team you 
share a city with?” 

He shook his head ruefully and extended his thumb, the universal 
umpire’s signal for “out.” 

It’s why we see it so infrequently around here. The Jets and Giants 
shared the city for 59 years before they consummated the deal in 2019 
that sent Leonard Williams from Florham Park to East Rutherford in 
exchange for a pair of draft picks. The Rangers sent Ron Stewart to the 
Islanders for cash in November 1972 and the teams didn’t make another 
deal until 2010, when they made a minor exchange of prospects and 
draft picks, none of whom panned out. 

There have been four Knicks-Nets trades in the 47 years they have 
shared space in the NBA, and the most significant one was the first: the 
Knicks sending Phil Jackson to New Jersey on June 8, 1978, for a draft 
picks that became Micheal Ray Richardson. 

The Mets and Yankees have done business together 16 times since the 
Yankees sold pitcher Bob Friend to the Mets on June 15, 1966. The first 
15 were all nondescript, low-impact, and easy to forget. No. 16 occurred 
just before the teams broke spring training in April, an exchange of 
relievers: lefty Joely Rodriguez going from The Bronx to Queens, righty 
Miguel Castro going the other way. 

Mets 

Joely Rodriguez 

Corey Sipkin 

And in some ways, it has been exactly the kind of trade a GM with the 
fortitude to make an intramural swap hopes it will be: Both have been 
solid; neither is going to win a Cy Young. Rodriguez gave the Mets a 
much-needed southpaw arm in their pen and in 17 games (before 
Wednesday) is pitching to a 3.86 ERA, with 18 strikeouts. Castro has 
been almost identically reliable, also in 17 games before Wednesday: 
3.38 ERA, 13 whiffs. 

So the natural next question is this: Can we make this a regular thing? 
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And look: Castro-for-Rodriguez is never going to be confused in the 
realm of transactions with the Joe DiMaggio-for-Ted Williams deal that 
almost happened one fabled night when Larry MacPhail and Tom 
Yawkey were both overserved and chatty. This wasn’t Aaron Judge-for-
Pete Alonso, or Gerrit Cole-for-Jacob deGrom. 

Still, it’s a fun exercise, especially if you think of it in two ways: the Trade 
That Won’t Happen In A Million Years, and the Deal That Kind Of Makes 
Sense. We already know the sensible one for the baseball clubs: 
Rodriguez-for-Castro. And we just offered up two million-to-one shots, 
too. 

In the others? 

Jets-Giants 

Won’t Happen: What the heck: Daniel Jones for Zach Wilson. If only 
because if the Giants and Jets ever traded quarterbacks, no matter their 
level of accomplishment, the seismic repercussions would last for 
decades. And how much fun would that be? 

Kind of Makes Sense: Wide receiver Denzel Mims could probably use a 
change of scenery, and Jones could certainly use a guy who, if he 
blossoms, could be a trusty wingman. The Jets, who need bodies on 
defense, could take back two young pass rushers, Oshane Ximines and 
Elerson Smith. 

Jets 

Denzel Mims 

Bill Kostroun 

Outlook: The teams traded picks on draft night. It could well be another 
59 years before they call each other again. 

Knicks-Nets 

Won’t Happen: The Knicks need a point guard. Ben Simmons can do 
that. And who knows what makes Simmons tick (and who knows about 
his back), but could a season-long revenge tour of the Atlantic Division 
get his blood boiling? Julius Randle and Alec Burks make the salaries 
line up; Kyrie Irving, Kevin Durant and Randle could be a nice Big 2¹/₂. 

Kind of Makes Sense: Joe Harris was missed this year, but with Seth 
Curry a Nets fixture now, Harris’ value is redundant. And what Evan 
Fournier does well is probably better served on the Nets than the Knicks, 
where an off-night won’t be cataclysmic and his ability to move without 
the ball will be rewarded. Their salaries are an almost exact wash. 

Outlook: Trading Fournier would be a Leon Rose concession speech. 
Unlikely. 

Knicks 

Evan Fournier 

USA TODAY Sports 

Rangers-Islanders 

Won’t Happen: Chris Kreider-for-Mathew Barzal. Which would’ve made a 
lot more sense last year before Kreider’s 52-goal resurgence, but 
whenever you swap charismatic players, the back-and-forth can be 
delicious. 

Kind of Make Sense: Barzal for K’Andre Miller and a draft pick. Barzal 
has had many fine moments as an Islander, but can also be frustrating. 
Would a shift to the big city carry him to stardom? Miller, meanwhile, 
would be an instant boost to the Islanders’ blue line and is still just 22 
years old. 

Outlook: There’s a reason they don’t take each other’s calls. 
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'Up In The Blue Seats' Podcast Episode 91: Rangers Even Series, Get 
Their Revenge feat. Dave Maloney 

 

Jake Brown 26/05/2022 

 

The best revenge is massive success. 

The Rangers got their measure of vengeance on Max Domi and the 
Hurricanes on Tuesday, taking Game 4 by a score of 4-1 and tying their 
second-round series at two-all. They now will head to Raleigh, N.C. on 
Thursday for Game 5 to try and take the series lead. They took care of 
business at the Garden, winning both home games to make this a series. 
Can they find a way to hand the Hurricanes their first home playoff loss? 

We break down Game 4 and look ahead to Game 5 on the latest “Up In 
The Blue Seats” podcast with Ron Duguay, me and guest co-host Dave 
Maloney. 

Up In The Blue Seats Podcast with Ron Duguay, Jake Brown, Andrew 
Harts & Dave Maloney 

GAME 4 REACTION: The Garden was electric again. Fans have done a 
great job during the playoffs to get this team going. Ryan Lindgren 
continues to show his leadership for the Rangers. 

TROUBA’S HIT ON DOMI: No penalty was the right call. It led to a goal 
on the power play for the Rangers. 

GAME 5 PREVIEW: Dave believes the Rangers now win this series in six 
games. Ron and I think Rangers in seven. 
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Rangers see reasons to believe they can break Hurricanes' home ice 
dominance 

 

Peter Botte 

 

A distinct home-ice advantage often is a misnomer in the Stanley Cup 
playoffs, as a red-hot goaltender or impactful special teams often can 
negate any hometown edge. 

Having evened their best-of-seven series against the Hurricanes with two 
straight wins at the Garden, the Rangers must win one of two potential 
games on the road in order to advance to the Eastern Conference final 
for the first time since 2015. The first opportunity will come Thursday 
night in Raleigh, N.C., in Game 5. 

Carolina already has already entered the record books during this 
postseason with a 6-0 record at PNC Arena and five straight losses on 
the road to become just the second team in NHL history — joining the 
1962 Maple Leafs — to have its first 11 playoff games won by the home 
team. 

“I think you know me by now, it doesn’t matter what’s happened in the 
past, it’s what you’re gonna do going forward,” Rangers coach Gerard 
Gallant said on a non-practice Wednesday in Tarrytown. “We played 
them two real good games in their building last week. 

“We didn’t come out with a win, but we played two good hockey games. 
Gotta keep working, keep playing, and it’s gonna be a big Game 5 in 
their building.” 
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The Hurricanes now are 35-8-4 this season on home ice, including a 
plus-15 goal differential in their half-dozen playoff games in Raleigh. 
They outscored the Bruins 15-4 in their first three home games in the 
opening round before pulling out a 3-2 decision in a tightly contested 
Game 7. 

The Rangers played them much tighter over the first two games of 
Round 2, falling 2-1 in overtime after leading for much of Game 1, before 
dropping a 2-0 decision (including a last-second empty-netter) in Game 
2. 

“I thought we were right there,” center Mika Zibanejad said. “It’s obviously 
a really good team. They won our division and they’ve been good at 
home all year. 

“I don’t think it was much different [in New York], maybe [the play] 
opened up a little bit more in the two games at home. But other than that 
it’s been tight games and we as a group felt like we could’ve won at least 
one of them.” 

The Rangers have recent history to fall back on. They overcame a 3-1 
hole in the opening round against the Penguins, winning Game 6 in 
Pittsburgh before closing out the series in Game 7 before a raucous 
Garden crowd. 

“Obviously, I would like to hear a sold-out Garden, like, that Game 7 was 
unbelievable. But it’s a pretty good feeling to hear a quiet away building, 
as well,” Zibanejad said. “We’re just worried about this game ahead of 
us, and trying to do everything we can to win.” 

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour will able to dictate favorable matchups 
with the last change at home, which Zibanejad knows will likely mean his 
line alongside Chris Kreider seeing plenty of Jordan Staal’s checking line 
with wingers Nino Niederreiter and former Ranger Jesper Fast. 

“We just gotta do the job. It’s a fun challenge,” Zibanejad said. “They’ve 
done a good job for them all year and the past couple of years. Not 
worried about it too much. … It comes down to what you do and what 
you can control. I don’t think it matters who’s on the ice against you.” 

For the Hurricanes, location has mattered far more than their opponent to 
this point, but as Brind’Amour said Wednesday: “I don’t think other than 
it’s playing out the same way, there’s not a lot you can look back on and 
go, ‘Oh, this is carrying over,’ or whatever. There’s two good teams going 
at it and it’s tight. We’re 2-2. I think we’ve played pretty well on the road, 
in actuality. Obviously we’ve got to find a way to get a win and it’s not a 
road game, the next one. So I’m not worrying about the road right now.” 

Of course, the first win by an away team in the series Wednesday night 
would give Igor Shesterkin and the Blueshirts the opportunity to advance 
Saturday night in Game 6 at the Garden. 

“We haven’t played a bad game yet,” Gallant said, “so I expect us to play 
a good game on the road.” 
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Rangers' deadline acquisitions make big impact in victory 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

The Rangers opened up the scoring in their eventual 4-1 win over the 
Hurricanes on Tuesday night at Madison Square Garden, which evened 
this second-round series at two-all heading back to Raleigh, N.C., with a 
sequence that may as well have been sponsored by president and 
general manager Chris Drury. 

While on the power play, Andrew Copp whipped a cross-zone pass over 
to Frank Vatrano for the 1-0 score at 13:31 of the first period. The 
Rangers’ two top-six trade-deadline acquisitions got things started and 
kept it rolling throughout the game, combining for two goals and three 
assists in the victory. 

“Huge, they’ve been huge,” coach Gerard Gallant said of the four players 
the Rangers acquired leading up to the March 21 trade deadline. “The 
day we got them, we were really excited with the character of these guys 
and the work ethic that they bring to our team. They’re putting the puck in 
the net for us, they’re doing all the little things and working hard, 
competing hard. But the character and the leadership those guys show 
has been good for us.” 

Frank Vatrano (right) scores a goal on Antti Raanta during the Rangers' 
4-1 Game 4 win over the Hurricanes. 

After Vatrano’s power-play tally, Copp had a hand in the Rangers’ 
second goal of the night just over two minutes later when Adam Fox 
tipped in a Ryan Lindgren shot. Vatrano then earned the secondary 
assist on Mika Zibanejad’s goal in the second period that gave the 
Rangers a 3-0 lead at 16:48. 

Copp capped his three-point night with a one-timer on a drop pass from 
Ryan Strome in the third period. Through 11 playoff games so far, Copp 
has five goals and five assists while Vatrano has chipped in three goals 
and four assists. 

The Rangers have received scattered contributions from their trade-
deadline acquisitions, but all four have made an impact on the team in 
the playoffs. 

Despite missing the first five games of the first-round series against 
Pittsburgh with an upper-body injury he sustained at the end of the 
regular season, Tyler Motte has given the Rangers bottom six and the 
penalty kill a boost with his relentless defense and high-energy play. 

Additionally, Justin Braun stepped in on the Rangers’ bottom defensive 
pairing next to Braden Schneider when fellow veteran defenseman Patrik 
Nemeth struggled early on this postseason. 

“In the playoffs and in the regular season, they came in and were big 
factors,” defenseman Adam Fox said. “I think it was guys with experience 
and guys who know how to play the right way. Up front, you can see 
what Copper and Frank are able to do, skilled players. 

“And you can see the bolt of energy we get from Motter when he’s in and 
he’s a very, I think, underrated part of what we’ve been doing here in the 
playoffs. When he came back, it seems like defensively he’s all over the 
ice and killing penalties is huge. 

“Then having Brauner back there, he’s a veteran guy, he’s played in a lot 
of big games, a lot of playoff games and just a calming presence. Not 
always going to be expecting to score a goal, but in the playoffs 
especially, there’s a lot of times where he’s able to calm guys down. He’s 
playing with a young guy in Schneids and he’s able to help him out a lot, 
too. Obviously, some great acquisitions there.” 

Gallant went back to the top-six configuration the Rangers have rolled 
with for much of the playoffs, with Vatrano on the right wing of Chris 
Kreider and Zibanejad and Copp on the right wing next to Artemi Panarin 
and Ryan Strome. 

The one tweak he made to the lineup was flipping Motte up to the right 
wing of the third line with Alexis Lafreniere and Filip Chytil and bumping 
Kaapo Kakko to the left wing of the fourth unit alongside Kevin Rooney 
and Ryan Reaves. 

“We wanted to keep our lines pretty much together,” Gallant said. “Motte 
and Kaapo, we switched out a little bit. A little bit more speed up there, 
but that was it.” 
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Rangers' power play clicked in both home wins over Hurricanes 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. – Rangers coach Gerard Gallant is so focused on 
the moment at hand, that he said on Wednesday he couldn’t remember 
what his team’s power play looked like way back in Game 2 of the 
Blueshirts’ second-round playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes. 

He was reminded that in that game, the Rangers not only went 0-for-3 
with the man advantage, but they surrendered a shorthanded goal by ex-
Ranger Brendan Smith on the four-minute power play they had in the 
second period, on Brady Skjei’s high sticking penalty. 

Since that game, though, the power play has turned things around. The 
Rangers scored a power-play goal in both Game 3 and 4 at Madison 
Square Garden, and were 2-for-6 in the two games. They will look to 
keep that unit clicking in Game 5 in Raleigh, N.C. on Thursday. 

“At home here, we've been able to get set up and able to move the puck 
around,’’ defenseman Adam Fox said. “I think the biggest thing is, we 
haven't given them momentum, even if we don't score on the power play. 
I think we were doing that in that Game 2. Obviously, we let up a 
shorthanded goal. So I think once we get set up, we have a lot of skill to 
move (the puck) around … And that's what it's going to take to swing 
games and have a good power play.’’ 

“Our power play has been good all year,’’ Gallant said. “What do we 
finish in the league? Top five. It's been a good power play. We had some 
ruts, like every other team has, some different times where you don't like 
it… But overall, it's been the strong point of our team for sure.’’ 

The Rangers had the fourth-best power play in the regular season, 
scoring on 25.2 percent of their opportunities. In the playoffs, they have 
clicked at a rate of 26.7 percent (fourth-best). 

Blue notes 

Gallant said injured forward Barclay Goodrow, who has not played since 
blocking a shot in Game 1 of the first playoff series against the Penguins, 
has been skating. “It’s going in the right direction,’’ Gallant said … The 
NHL has not announced a start time for Game 6 of the Rangers-
Hurricanes series Saturday, but it did announce Wednesday that a 
potential Game 6 between Edmonton and Calgary would start at 9:30 
p.m., which would suggest the Rangers-Hurricanes would start at 7 p.m. 
If Edmonton-Calgary doesn’t have a Game 6, then the Rangers-
Hurricanes may start later than 7 p.m. 
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Rangers must find a way to win a game in Raleigh to get past Hurricanes 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. – The simple arithmetic staring the Rangers in the 
face in this second-round playoff series against the Carolina Hurricanes 
is that the Blueshirts will have a maximum of three home games, and you 
need four wins to win the series. 

That means, in order to advance to the Eastern Conference final, the 
Rangers are going to have to win at least one road game, in Raleigh, 
N.C., where they will play Game 5 in the series Thursday night at PNC 
Arena. 

“You're going into a tough building, with a team that plays really well at 
home,’’ Rangers forward Tyler Motte said Wednesday, before the team 
left for Raleigh. “You're going to have to win one (road game) at some 
point to win the series. So our mindset doesn't change … we're obviously 
going to put our best foot forward and try and make it this next game.’’ 

The Rangers have won two straight games in the series to tie the best-of-
seven at 2-2. Both games were at Madison Square Garden, however. 
They lost the first two games of the series in Raleigh, 2-1 in overtime in 
Game 1 and 2-0 in Game 2. 

Carolina, which won the Metropolitan Division title in the regular season, 
has been perfect at home in the playoffs, winning all six games they’ve 
played there. They’ve lost all five games they’ve played outside North 
Carolina, but since they have home ice advantage, they can get away 
with that. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant isn’t intimidated by having to win a game 
on the road. 

“You don't worry,’’ he said. “It doesn't matter what's happened in the past; 
it's what you're going to do going forward. And we played them two real 
good games in the building last week, and, you know, we didn't get a win, 
but we played two good hockey games. So we’ve got to keep working, 
keep playing, and it's going to be a big Game 5 in their building.’’ 

The Rangers did win one of two games they played in Carolina in the 
regular season. Backup goaltender Alexandar Georgiev made 44 saves 
to shut the Hurricanes out, 2-0, March 20 on the second night of a back-
to-back, following a 2-1 win over the Lightning in Tampa the night before. 

The way No. 1 goaltender Igor Shesterkin is playing for the Rangers right 
now – he stopped 73 of 75 shots in the two wins in Games 3 and 4 at the 
Garden – there’s no reason to believe he couldn’t replicate Georgiev’s 
regular season feat if he needs to. And the way the Rangers played in 
front of Shesterkin the last two games had Mika Zibanejad feeling pretty 
confident about their chances. 

“This is a good team we're playing against, but I think we might have 
shown a little bit too much respect in the regular season,’’ Zibanejad said. 
“Their forecheck is huge for them. And I feel like the same thing goes for 
us. And they're playing fast, but I think if we can try to do a good job 
again to disturb their forecheck and not feed into their transition, I think 
we give ourselves a pretty good chance. 

“And obviously, we have Igor back there,’’ he added. “So I think it's just 
understanding that we are a good team. We're trusting ourselves, we're 
trusting the way we want to play. And when we do that over a longer 
period of time, we give ourselves the best chance to win.’’ 

Zibanejad was asked if it is more fun to play well in front of the fans at 
home, and get them revved up and making noise, or to play so well in a 
road game that it quiets a loud, hostile arena. 

He smiled. 

“I mean, obviously I would like to hear a sold-out Garden, and that Game 
7 (against Pittsburgh, in the first round) was unbelievable,’’ he said. “But 
it's a pretty good feeling to hear a quiet away building as well.’’ 
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Kenny Albert handling Stanley Cup playoff acrobatics well so far 

 

By Neil Best 
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Kenny Albert had called 12 NHL playoff games in the previous 14 days 
through Tuesday. By his degree-of-difficulty standards, that makes May a 
breeze so far. 

“It’s all been in the same time zone, so it’s actually been somewhat 
easy,” the Rangers radio and Turner TV announcer said Wednesday 
before boarding a flight to Raleigh for Game 5 of Rangers-Hurricanes on 
Thursday. 

Albert has performed some memorable playoff acrobatics in the past, 
most famously in 2014 when his TV and radio work had him bouncing 
among Los Angeles, Montreal, Chicago and New York during the 
conference finals. 

He spent the early parts of the current second round alternating between 
Rangers radio against the Hurricanes and Turner’s coverage of 
Lightning-Panthers — missing only Game 3 of the Rangers series 
because of a direct conflict on Sunday. 

Then, a plot twist: Tampa Bay swept the Presidents’ Trophy-winning 
Panthers, and Albert suddenly found himself temporarily with only one 
job. 

He will work Games 5 and 6 of the Rangers-Panthers series and 
probably Game 7 if it is necessary, pending scheduling variables. 

Not that he was rooting for a Lightning sweep. Sweeps are bad for TV 
networks, and he works for one. But did he allow himself to consider 
such thoughts, given how much easier a sweep would make his life? 

“I guess I’m like the coaches; you just take it one game at a time,” he 
said.  

After Tampa Bay won Game 3 on Sunday, though, he admitted to 
thinking, “Well, if they do sweep, then I'll be flying back home on Monday. 
I think it was Monday. It's hard to keep track. Maybe it was Tuesday. 
Yesterday was Tuesday, right?” 

Albert, 54, was a fixture on NBC during its long run carrying the NHL and 
said the transition to Turner has been eased by all the familiar faces from 
NBC — including his on-air partners Ed Olczyk and Keith Jones. 

(Albert called Jones’ first goal in pro hockey with the 1991-92 Baltimore 
Skipjacks of the AHL.) 

“It doesn't feel that much different for us as far as calling the games,” he 
said, “but the interaction with the studio show, I think Turner did a terrific 
job putting together that cast.” 

Albert praised MSG Networks executives for flexibility in working around 
his national TV duties during the season, as they have done with 
Islanders announcer Brendan Burke, who is on the Western Conference 
series between the Avalanche and Blues for Turner. 

On radio, Albert works with Dave Maloney, another familiar partnership. 
He said the current Rangers remind him of the team’s long playoff 
journeys in 2012, ’14 and ’15. 

“It’s brought back a lot of memories from those deep runs,” Albert said. 
“There are so many similarities. The goaltending with [Henrik] Lundqvist 
then and [Igor] Shesterkin now, and scoring key goals in key moments, 
coming back from 3-1 against Pittsburgh and Washington in those two 
years. 

“So even though there's only one player [Chris Kreider] left from those 
teams, there are a lot of parallels to those runs and this one so far.” 

If the Rangers reach the Eastern Conference finals and ESPN carries 
that series, which seems likely, and with the Oilers or Flames destined 
for the Western Conference finals on Turner . . . would Albert attempt to 
work both series? 

“Edmonton to New York I think would be too crazy, the back and forth, 
even for me, even with my past history,” he said. But he did not rule 
anything out, citing scheduling, matchup and logistical variables to be 
determined. 

“It’s really hard to forecast what's going to happen,” he said. “We don’t 
even know if we're going to have the East or the West . . . But yeah, 
Edmonton to New York on back-to-back days would be pretty rough.” 
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Rangers Game 5 tickets in Raleigh considerably cheaper than Game 6 at 
Madison Square Garden 

 

By Neil Best 

 

Road trip?! It’s something to consider if you are a Rangers fan interested 
in catching one of the next two games in the second-round playoff series 
against the Hurricanes. 

One option is to buy a ticket to Game 6 at Madison Square Garden on 
Saturday on the resale market, of course. Another is to fly from New York 
to Raleigh for Game 5 on Thursday night, with round-trip airfares as of 
Wednesday available for $354. 

Do the math. 

TickPick, the no-fee secondary ticket site, said that as of Wednesday 
morning, the average purchase price for Game 5 was $252 — 29% less 
expensive than at the start of the series — and the lowest price was 
$147. 

The lowest-priced ticket on the glass would cost you $482. 

For Game 6 at the Garden, the average purchase price was $502 — 
27% more expensive than when the series started — and the get-in price 
was $419, not much less than a great seat in Raleigh. 

The lowest-priced ticket on the glass at MSG? $2,654. 

On StubHub Wednesday morning, the lowest-priced seat for Game 5 
including fees was $161 and the “best seat” filter showed one for $909. 

The lowest price for Game 6 was $524, and the “best seat” filter offered 
up a $6,079 choice. 

Before the season began, the Hurricanes sought to limit the number of 
Rangers fans in their building by restricting sales through Ticketmaster to 
credit card billing addresses in the Carolinas and southern Virginia. But 
that is of little help on the secondary market. 

Regardless of opposing fans at PNC Arena, the Hurricanes seem to like 
playing there. They are undefeated (6-0) at home in the playoffs and 
winless (0-5) on the road. 
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Giants, Rangers have some shared history beyond just being in New 
York 

 

By Tom Rock 

 

You may have noticed the Giants are big fans of the Rangers. 

New Giants coach Brian Daboll has been to a number of home playoff 
games over the last few weeks, often shown on the video boards at 
Madison Square Garden revving up the crowd. Eli Manning and Justin 
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Tuck have been spotted at recent Rangers games as well, usually 
sporting blue jerseys that do not have familiar Giants logos on them, and 
even newcomer Kayvon Thibodeaux, the Giants’ first-round draft pick in 
April, has had a chance to drop by for a game. 

LET'S 

GO 

RANGERS pic.twitter.com/1UYK7Z125T  — New York Rangers 
(@NYRangers) May 22, 2022 

.@JustinTuck meeting Hank while rocking his sweater is everything 
#NoQuitInNY pic.twitter.com/GZOmsbzplU  — Rangers on MSG 
(@RangersMSGN) May 24, 2022 

Daboll even cited the Rangers as an inspiration for the Giants and a 
“really good example” of the type of fight he wants to see from his football 
team earlier this month. 

But the ties between the two franchises go back well beyond Daboll’s 
recent turn as the lucky charm at the Garden (the Rangers are now 5-0 in 
playoff games with him in attendance) and the excitement over this 
year’s playoff run. In fact, had it not been for some twists of fate and 
nearly century-old business decisions, the Giants might well have 
actually been called . . . the Rangers. 

When new NFL president Joe Carr commissioned his friend Dr. Harry 
March to find someone who would back putting a new professional 
football franchise in New York City in the mid-1920s, essentially giving 
the fledgling league a foothold in the nation’s biggest market, the first 
person offered a chance at the venture was Tex Rickard. At the time, 
Rickard was the most successful boxing and sports promoter in the 
country, and it made sense that March would target such a big fish. And 
Rickard might have been hooked had his capital not been tied up in other 
ventures. Rickard was financing the construction of a new Madison 
Square Garden on Eighth Avenue between 49th and 50th Streets at the 
time and also was in the early stages of founding an NHL team in New 
York that would become the Rangers. 

A few other high-profile wheeler-dealers were given the chance to drop 
$500 for the NFL charter, including Billy Gibson, who was the manager of 
boxer Gene Tunney. Gibson didn’t want anything to do with professional 
football — he’d been burned in an earlier attempt to put a team in New 
York in 1921 with a team that lasted just two games — but he was at that 
very time in the process of making a deal to cut someone in on Tunney’s 
takes. That someone was Tim Mara, and although the Tunney 
agreement was never finalized, Gibson mentioned Dr. March and the 
idea of an NFL team to Mara. 

The New York Football Giants were born. 

“I guess you could say that was fortuitous,” Giants co-owner John Mara 
told Newsday. “I’m just happy my grandfather was able to come up with 
the $500.” 

Mara knew nothing about football and convinced Dr. March to serve as 
team secretary and then team president from the inaugural season of 
1925 through 1933. 

In 1926, a year after the Giants first took the field at the Polo Grounds, a 
new NHL team in New York hit the ice at the newly constructed Madison 
Square Garden. They were nicknamed “Tex’s Rangers” after Rickard. 
Pretty soon they became just the Rangers.  

Had Rickard not been busy building the Garden when approached by the 
NFL he might well have jumped at Dr. March’s offer. Tim Mara might 
never have been given the opportunity to buy that charter and there 
might have been a football team in 1925 dubbed “Tex’s Rangers” instead 
of the New York Giants. Who knows what path the history of New York 
professional sports would have followed in the 100 or so years since? 

Instead of cheering for the Rangers on the ice these days, Daboll might 
have been coaching them on the field. 

As it happened, John Mara just had one thing to add: 

“Go Rangers!” 
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Hurricanes vs. Rangers, Flames vs. Oilers picks, odds: Expert 
predictions for Stanley Cup Playoffs 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff 

 

Connor McDavid’s ridiculous production in the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
continued on Tuesday. McDavid added two assists in a 5-3 win against 
Calgary and has tallied at least two points in 10 of 11 playoff games so 
far. Thanks in part to his heroics, Edmonton goes for the series win 
against the Flames on Thursday, entering Game 5 with a 3-1 series lead. 

Meanwhile, the New York Rangers had a comfortable win against 
Carolina and head back on the road for a crucial Game 5 with the series 
tied 2-2. 

Thursday’s Stanley Cup Playoffs schedule: 

Game 5: New York Rangers at Carolina Hurricanes — 7 p.m. ET — 
ESPN, SNE, SNO, SNP 

Game 5: Edmonton Oilers at Calgary Flames — 9:30 p.m. ET — ESPN, 
CBC, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s writers will 
make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, the TV schedule and all 
series coverage, plus the latest odds, all in one place for fans to easily 
digest and follow. Our in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. 
For live NHL odds from BetMGM, Click here. 

What are the odds for Rangers at Hurricanes? 

Game 4: Rangers 4, Hurricanes 1 | Series tied 2-2 

Recap by Mark Lazerus 

Who was The Guy? Look, it’d be very easy — and accurate — to just 
give this to Igor Shesterkin for the umpteenth time this postseason. The 
Rangers goaltender was great again, with 30 saves. But this wasn’t a 
goalie win for a change; the Rangers were the better team top to bottom. 
Adam Fox and Ryan Lindgren had big games, but let’s give a little love to 
Andrew Copp. New York’s trade deadline acquisition seems built for the 
playoffs, and he was excellent in Game 4, with a goal and two assists, an 
xGF of 73.54 percent and a game score of 3.31. 

What was the key? The Hurricanes still can’t score. They’ve beaten 
Shesterkin only once in each of the past three games. The power play 
continues to be in shambles, now 0-for-12 dating to Game 7 against 
Boston, and Shesterkin seems to be in their heads. Rod Brind’Amour 
said after the game that it was starting to feel like the Tampa Bay series 
last season, when Andrei Vasilevskiy held the Hurricanes to one or zero 
goals in three of the Lightning’s four wins. That’s a bad sign. When the 
Rangers scored two quick goals after Jacob Trouba’s hit on Max Domi, it 
already felt like an utterly insurmountable lead. 

Key stat: Until this changes, it’s always going to be the key stat. The 
Hurricanes are 6-0 at home in the postseason and 0-5 on the road. 

Hurricanes worry meter:      … Yes, they’ve been the better 
team in three out of four games. And yes, they beat the Bruins without a 
road win, so they know a squandered 2-0 series lead isn’t the end of the 
world. But you can’t win if you can’t score. And they can’t score. That’s … 
concerning. 
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Rangers worry meter:    … They’re starting to play with a little 
swagger. It’s not just all about Shesterkin anymore. 

Hurricanes vs. Rangers expert picks and predictions for Game 5 

Civian: Hurricanes vibe check: Will they ever win on the road? 

Staple: Ryan Lindgren carrying the flag for the Rangers in the playoffs: 
‘He’s a warrior’ 

What are the odds for Oilers at Flames? 

Team Moneyline Total 

Oilers 

+125 

O 6.5 (-115) 

Flames 

-150 

U 6.5 (-105) 

Game 4: Oilers 5, Flames 3 | Edmonton leads 3-1 

Recap by Max Bultman 

What was the key? Edmonton left the first period with less than one-third 
of the all-situations shot attempts (28.26 percent, according to Natural 
Stat Trick) but a 3-0 lead. The possession number is a little misleading in 
this case because the Oilers’ shot quality numbers were a bit better than 
Calgary’s. But emerging from the first with a big lead despite being 
outshot gave Edmonton a crucial cushion for the better part of the next 
two periods. Goals at the beginning and end of periods are killers, and 
Edmonton got both in the first. 

Key stat: 132 feet — that’s the length of Rasmus Andersson’s goal. You 
simply never see this. 

Rasmus Andersson just scored from the defensive zone to tie the game 
in the third period. Mike Smith, baby. pic.twitter.com/BebGpOb4bY 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 25, 2022 

Flames worry meter:       … They’re heading home for Game 
5, but they’re doing so on the brink of elimination with a goalie who looks 
inexplicably shaky. Oh, and they’re still facing arguably the best player in 
the world. 

Oilers worry meter:    … Look, they have a 3-1 lead, and that should 
be cause for the Smiling Cowboy. But nobody who watched that third 
Flames goal can honestly tell me Edmonton’s home free yet. Not in this 
series. 

Flames vs. Oilers expert picks and predictions for Game 5 

Nugent-Bowman: Ryan Nugent-Hopkins gets his chance to shine in the 
playoffs: ‘Tonight was Ryan’s moment’ 
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Barcelona, 76ers, Braves, Seahawks named among most innovative 
sports franchises 

 

Daniel Kaplan 

 

The word innovation gets tossed around a lot. All businesses, in sports 
and elsewhere, lay claim to innovation, to innovating, to striving for it; but 
is that really true? 

A sports research firm is trying to quantify innovation among top sports 
leagues and teams, and some of the names on their second annual top-
25 list may come as a surprise. Well, not may, they are surprising. The 
Minnesota Timberwolves, the Washington Nationals, Atlanta Braves and 
Phoenix Suns are on it. Not on it are industry-heavyweights the Dallas 
Cowboys, New York Yankees, Los Angeles Lakers or the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, which share an investor with the research firm, the Sports 
Innovation Lab. 

“You can appreciate the pain that we’re creating for ourselves and 
others,” Sports Innovation Lab co-founder and CEO Angela Ruggiero, a 
four-time Olympic hockey medalist, said, slightly chuckling, of ranking the 
Dodgers outside the top teams (they ranked 48th). 

The metrics assign values to categories including generating revenue 
from nontraditional sources; a front office that is diverse and has a 
business intelligence division; investing in business accelerators; 
community outreach; having a companion women’s team; and engaging 
fans so they feel they have ownership in the club. 

The first four teams are European soccer clubs, and SIL ascribes that 
result to these teams having less league oversight. North American 
leagues are far more centralized than their European peers. For 
example, many European soccer clubs use digital fan tokens that come 
with benefits, whereas league rules largely preclude them in North 
America. 

This allows European teams more flexibility to try new and different 
things, especially in foreign markets. The NFL only this year for the first 
time allowed its teams to market overseas, though they had to bid for 
countries in a process the league designed. 

The first North American team on the list is the Philadelphia 76ers, 
whose owners Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment, also have MLS, 
NHL and EPL clubs. The Sixers’ distinguishing features, according to 
SIL, are the club’s business data analytics, its esports squad and front-
office and community initiatives. 

SIL's top 25 most innovative franchises 

Rank 

Franchise 

League 

1 

FC Barcelona 

La Liga 

2 

Real Madrid CF 

La Liga 

3 

Arsenal FC 

EPL 

4 

Manchester City FC 

EPL 

5 

Philadephia 76ers 

NBA 

6 

Manchester United FC 

EPL 

7 
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Atlanta Braves 

MLB 

8 

Liverpool FC 

EPL 

9 

Dallas Mavericks 

NBA 

10 

A.S. Roma 

Serie A 

11 

Minnesota Timberwolves 

NBA 

12 

Borussia Dortmund 

Bundesliga 

13 

Boston Red Sox 

MLB 

14 

FC Bayern Munich 

Bundesliga 

15 

Washington Capitals 

NHL 

16 

Olympique Lyonnais 

Ligue 1 

17 

Cleveland Cavaliers 

NBA 

18 

Seattle Seahawks 

NFL 

19 

Phoenix Suns 

NBA 

20 

Golden State Warriors 

NBA 

21 

Los Angeles Rams 

NFL 

22 

Brooklyn Nets 

NBA 

23 

Toronto Raptors 

NBA 

24 

Washington Nationals 

MLB 

25 

Portland Trail Blazers 

NBA 

The Super Bowl champion Los Angeles Rams make an appearance at 
No. 21, which, given their still budding efforts to build a fanbase in L.A. 
may seem counterintuitive. 

“Their startup tech accelerator is a big part of it, they do a fair amount of 
community work, you know, in the L.A. area, which sometimes has long 
tails,” said Abe Stein, SIL’s head of innovation. And the team is 
developing office space, retail and residences around its stadium. 

There are only two NFL teams in the top 25 — the other is the Seattle 
Seahawks. The list is not about which team has the most revenue — 
though elite European soccer clubs are at the top — but rather clubs that 
lead in areas like fan engagement. This could be as simple as letting fans 
use highlights in social media posts. 

“Does it mean that they need to be a little bit more relaxed with their IP 
protection, to enable the fans to make a highlight reel?” Stein asked of 
what teams can do to engage better with fans. 

So why are the Timberwolves on the list? One is the ownership of the 
WNBA’s Lynx. Also, SIL points to the team’s database marketing, a 
venue NBA commissioner Adam Silver has called the “gold standard,” 
and the integration of the team’s practice facility into the Mayo Clinic 
Sports Medicine Center. 

“‘Hey, the Minnesota Timberwolves, they’re like, way down on a 
traditional list’; we’re like, ‘Yeah, but they’re doing these other things that 
again, denote potential,'” Ruggiero said. 

Another surprise is the Atlanta Braves, which because of their mixed-use 
development around the stadium scored high on nontraditional revenue 
(traditional revenue is tickets, concessions, sponsorship and media). 
Also, because the team is owned by publicly listed Liberty Media, fans 
literally can own shares in the parent company. 

At the top of the list is FC Barcelona, which, despite its financial troubles, 
has impressive fan outreach efforts, including a polyglot of social media 
channels (nine different languages). Barca also offers a diploma for 
developing soccer front-office skills. 

Development adjacent to a venue is a big factor in the ranking, Ruggiero 
said. She points to the New York Knicks and Rangers as essentially 
landlocked and unable to innovate in this area. 

“If you really want to connect to fans, which we believe is before, during 
and after, it’s not just game day, it’s not just for the game, you know, (a 
Madison Square Garden), a venue that has a limited footprint is going to 
struggle in the future,” she said. The Knicks and Rangers play at MSG. 

The for-profit SIL advises teams and leagues across sports and hopes to 
expand the innovation list beyond the top-10 sports leagues by revenue. 
That meant no women’s or Major League Soccer teams among the 231 
SIL ranked in the latest report. 

The rankings are just one group’s opinions about what constitutes 
innovation. But Ruggiero said, “I hope this fuels some conversation in the 
industry, because there’s a lot of groups that are well known and have 
great PR teams, and they’re super visible. And they talk about 
innovation. And so we’re trying to, again, cut through some of that, which, 
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have you made technology investments? Are you structured in a way that 
we believe will support innovation both today and tomorrow?” 
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For local NHL broadcasters, missing out on the playoffs is agony: ‘I’m a 
lost soul’ 

 

Mark Lazerus 

 

NEW YORK — The Whipsnakes and Atlas LC were locked in a hell of a 
battle at Baltimore’s Homewood Field. The upstarts at Atlas put up a 
fight, but the defending Premier Lacrosse League champion Whipsnakes 
eventually held them off 12-11, with Matt Rambo scoring the overtime 
winner. Genuinely exciting stuff. 

Play-by-play man Brendan Burke threw himself into the call for Peacock, 
as he always does. But at every stoppage, every lull, every opportunity, 
Burke snuck a peek at the iPad he had sitting next to his lacrosse notes. 
On that little screen, the New York Islanders — the team for whom Burke 
works, travels, lives, breathes — were battling the Tampa Bay Lightning 
in Game 7, with a trip to the Stanley Cup Final on the line. It was the 
biggest game the Islanders had played in more than a quarter-century. It 
was 1-0 in the third period. The stakes couldn’t have been higher. Five 
years of Burke’s life — the late-night cross-country flights, the practices, 
the morning skates, the hours poring over stats and stories, the locker-
room conversations, the seemingly meaningless games in Ottawa on a 
frozen Wednesday night in January — had all led up to this game, this 
period, this moment. 

And Burke wasn’t there. He was in a press box in Baltimore. Calling 
lacrosse. 

“It’s weird to feel as disconnected from a team as you feel connected 
through the entire season,” Burke said. “It’s bizarre. It really is.” 

This is the fate of all NHL local television broadcasters. The biggest 
moments for your team — and it is your team; there’s no pretense of 
objectivity involved in local broadcasting, nor should there be — will 
always happen without you. For 28 years now, starting with the league’s 
television deal with Fox in 1995, national broadcasts have had exclusive 
rights to the conference finals and Stanley Cup Final. And since 2011, 
the second round has been all national, as well. 

So Pat Foley didn’t call the Blackhawks’ first Cup in 49 years in 2010, or 
the following ones in 2013 and 2015. Bob Miller didn’t call the Kings’ wins 
in 2012 and 2014. Rick Peckham’s career ended weeks before the 
Lightning won the 2020 championship. Darren Pang couldn’t scream 
“Holy jumpin’!” to all of St. Louis when the Blues finally broke through in 
2019. 

Doc Emrick and Eddie Olczyk got those calls. They’re the soundtrack to 
the biggest sports moment in those fans’ lives, not the local crew. This 
year, it’ll likely be Sean McDonough and Ray Ferraro on ESPN. Next 
year, it’ll be Kenny Albert and Olczyk on TNT. 

Of course, those are some of the best broadcasters the game has ever 
known. But for fans, losing that local voice means losing a piece of the 
team’s soul. And what’s a minor nuisance for fans is an agonizing 
experience for the broadcasters themselves. 

“Look, you know what you’re signing up for,” said Dave Randorf, in his 
second season as the Lightning play-by-play broadcaster after years as a 
national voice in Canada. “But when the time arrives, you look up at your 
own booth and think, ‘Boy, I’d love to be in there.’ This is the big time of 
year for the players, for fans, and for broadcasters, no doubt about it. The 
games are easy to call. The calls float over the atmosphere that’s 
provided in the building and the action on the ice. These are the games 
you love to call, and you’d love to be there doing it. You spend the entire 
regular season and all the seasons that you’re in the booth building that 
relationship with the fans of the team. It’s those long, six-game road trips 
in the middle of March, where you’re grinding it out as a broadcaster. 

That’s where you build that relationship with fans. You just wish you 
could see it through.” 

Photo of Alexei Kovalev celebrating with broadcaster Sam Rosen after 
the Rangers' Stanley Cup win in 1994 

Sam Rosen can’t even imagine it. Can’t fathom it. This is a man who 
grew up going to Rangers games in the 1950s, recording himself doing 
play-by-play while watching the action. His entire life’s work led up to the 
1994 Stanley Cup Final between the Rangers and Canucks. He felt the 
weight of the moment as much — if not more — than Mark Messier and 
all the other players who were born some 30 years into the Rangers’ epic 
championship drought. 

The idea of someone else calling that moment? Unthinkable. 

“Ninety-four was the ultimate,” Rosen said. “I mean, that’s what you 
dream about.” 

It was hard enough when he had to sit in a suite with color commentator 
John Davidson and the Rangers brass for the three Eastern Conference 
final games in New Jersey, because MSG Network handled both Devils 
and Rangers broadcasts, and each team’s crew was prohibited from 
calling games in the other team’s buildings. Messier’s famed guarantee 
in Game 6? Rosen didn’t call it. And it was agonizing. 

But he got Game 7, and Stéphane Matteau’s double-OT winner at the 
Garden. And he got the big one two weeks later. 

In fact, not only did Rosen get to call the biggest moment in franchise 
history, one that was 54 years in the making, he got to do it twice. After a 
frantic 20 seconds in the Rangers’ zone, with Rosen’s expert tape-to-
tape call rising in intensity with every pass, every hit, Steve Larmer 
cleared the zone and Rosen literally screamed over the sound of 20,000 
delirious Rangers fans, “That’s it! Fifty-four years of curses are over! No 
more 1940! The New York Rangers are going to win!” 

But it wasn’t over just yet. It was icing, and there were 1.6 seconds left on 
the clock. It took two full minutes to settle on the time remaining and to 
clear some debris off the ice. Then Rosen got to call the first 
championship in 54 years for a second time. 

“The waiting is over!” he joyously bellowed. “The New York Rangers are 
the Stanley Cup champions! And this one will last a lifetime!” 

It’s one of the most famous calls in hockey history. Emrick is perhaps the 
best broadcaster the game has ever known, certainly in the United 
States. But he was also the hated New Jersey Devils’ play-by-play 
broadcaster at the time. So Emrick calling that moment just wouldn’t 
have been the same as Rosen, a New Yorker, a Rangers fan, a part of 
the team. 

“That’s a special feeling,” Rosen said. “You put so much of yourself into 
the team during the course of the season, doing all the games, traveling 
with the team and — prior to the pandemic — being in the locker room 
with the guys and getting to know the ins and outs of what they’re feeling 
about everything.” 

“The calls are iconic, right?” said John Forslund, play-by-play 
broadcaster for the Seattle Kraken and TNT. “But they’re iconic because 
they both felt it, Sam and JD. Especially Sam. Sam had grown up in New 
York and idolized the Rangers and he’s exorcising this demon. He’s right 
there with the fans. A national broadcaster can’t capture that. He can tell 
a story, but you have to be down the middle and it’s not easy to get all of 
that emotion and really sell it. Because you haven’t felt it, right?” 

It’ll never happen again. Not with the kind of money thrown around in 
these national TV deals. Rosen was the last local television broadcaster 
to call his NHL team’s championship, and he’ll remain so as long as there 
are games on television. In 2014, when the Rangers were back in the 
Final against the Kings, MSG Networks threw him a bone and had him 
on the postgame show, doing an interview here or there or hosting a 
segment with color man Dave Maloney. 

It wasn’t the same. Not even close. 

“When you’re out of it,” Rosen said, “you just feel like, ‘OK. I’m a lost 
soul.’” 
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Many local broadcasters, of course, are also national broadcasters. 
Burke, Forslund, Olczyk and Pang all do national games for TNT. 
Typically, that means calling a game right down the middle. Easy enough 
to do when you don’t have any ties to the two teams. 

But what happens when a local guy gets his own team on a national 
network? That gets a little tricky. As Burke put it, “When it’s a national 
game, an Islanders penalty kill is not an Islanders penalty kill. It’s a 
Blackhawks power play.” You can’t assume any institutional knowledge 
when it comes to a player’s backstory, or an ongoing injury saga, or a 
memorable meeting from a month or a year or a decade ago. It’s all big-
picture stuff, with the granular detail a casualty of the bigger tent. 

It’s a balancing act Olczyk had to pull off frequently when the Blackhawks 
— his hometown team, the team that drafted him, and the team for which 
he calls games all season — were making deep playoff run after deep 
playoff run. And the Olczyk you heard on NBC Sports Network wasn’t the 
same Olczyk you heard on NBC Sports Chicago. 

“I’d like to think the call is the same,” Olczyk said. “But I’m not using 
nicknames, and maybe the shtick is a little less when it’s me and (Foley) 
compared to me and (Emrick). I know there are some fans that wish I 
would openly cheer, and disagree with the referee if the Blackhawks take 
a penalty. But I’d like to think over the years, my credibility and my 
reputation precedes me. If it’s a great goal, it’s a great goal. If it’s a bad 
play, it’s a bad play. Doc was the pro at it. He did the Devils games for a 
million years and he was doing national, as well. I learned a lot from him. 
There are some fans that are going to like it, and some that don’t. You’re 
not going to win. But I would like to think I’ve lasted this long because I’ve 
been very true to the game and the way I call it. It’s certainly gotten 
easier to do what I do over the years.” 

Any professional broadcaster, like any reporter, will tell you it’s pretty 
easy to turn that homer part of your brain off when you’re working a 
game. But there’s an inherent irrationality in fandom, and any moment 
can be twisted into a perceived slight, a slant, a slap in the face. Forslund 
learned this the hard way in 2019, when his Carolina Hurricanes (for 
whom he had worked since they were the Hartford Whalers) were playing 
the Islanders in the second round. Forslund was assigned to the series 
for NBC Sports, and Islanders fans were constantly on the lookout for 
any signs of bias. 

They thought they found one when Forslund used the forbidden word: 
“We.” New York’s Jordan Eberle hit the crossbar in the third period of 
Game 2, and there was some debate over whether the puck had gone in. 
Forslund called it off the post. Olczyk thought it had gone in. And Brian 
Boucher, between the benches, wasn’t sure. After replays showed it 
clearly did not go in, Forslund said, “OK, we’re good.” He meant he had 
gotten the call right. Islanders fans took it as “we” — the Hurricanes — 
were good because it wasn’t a goal against them. It set off a mini-
firestorm, and NBC’s public-relations team and boss Sam Flood had to 
get involved to support Forslund. 

“I had to defend myself after all these years,” Forslund said. “I’m not an 
incredulous homer. I’m a homer, we’re all supposed to be, but not over 
the top where it’s irresponsible.” 

Still, Forslund said it’s important to keep your broadcast instinctive when 
calling a national game, to not get too far inside your own head. Just like 
how a player who’s constantly thinking about protecting a nagging injury 
is more likely to get hurt, a broadcaster who’s constantly monitoring 
himself or herself about potential perceived bias is more likely to have a 
lousy broadcast. 

Besides, keeping your comically homer tendencies in check makes for a 
better show, regardless of whether the audience is local or national. 

“(Longtime Blues radio broadcaster) Dan Kelly gave me advice before he 
passed away in the ’80s,” Forslund said. “He said, ‘Never sell down the 
big moments.’ Never sell down a goal in hockey, never sell down a big 
save. Because it deserves it, right? When the other team scores, I don’t 
sound like I’m depressed. I just take it down a little. And then when the 
team you’re covering scores, you take it to another place. That’s where 
the catchphrases come in, that’s where you add a little sauce for the local 
fans. But you can’t go day-to-day and change your style for national or 
local, because you’ll get confused in your own head. You’re going to 
struggle and your authenticity’s going to go out the window.” 

Still, there’s a soullessness to national broadcasting, to parachuting into 
a city and leaving the next day. It’s why so many national broadcasters 
still work for teams throughout the season: That’s where the juice is. 

“I’ll tell you where it varies and where it’s way different, is after the 
game’s over,” Forslund said. “When the game’s over, you get this generic 
feeling. You’re thinking, my bosses are probably happy, the on-site 
production crew’s probably happy. I hope my partner’s happy. Then the 
game’s over and you’re moving on to the next one. When you go through 
the playoffs with a team, you carry that energy home with you. You carry 
that energy back to the hotel. You understand that you’re the conduit to 
the fan base, and you’re taking them through the journey to the very end. 
So that’s exhilarating.” 

Daryl “Razor” Reaugh is one of the lucky ones. The Dallas Stars’ radio 
broadcast is simply a simulcast of the television broadcast. And while 
that leads to some frustration when Reaugh wants to break down a 
replay of a key moment — “There are plenty of times I wish I could tell 
people to watch the left side of the screen, but there are some tongue 
gymnastics you have to do when you’re simulcasting,” he said — he and 
play-by-play man Josh Bogorad still got to call the Stars’ run to the 
Stanley Cup Final in 2020. 

Because while TV is the glamorous gig, the radio teams stay on the air 
until the very end. It’s why baseball broadcaster Len Kasper left the 
Chicago Cubs TV booth for the Chicago White Sox radio booth last year. 
From the outside, it looked like a stunning step backward for an 
accomplished TV veteran. But it’s Kasper’s dream to call a World Series, 
which he can never do as a local TV guy. Only radio allows that. 

“Believe you me, it’s such a fortunate thing,” Reaugh said. “I can’t even 
imagine. You do all season, you do 82 games, then your team gets 
through to the conference final and all of a sudden you’re just done? That 
would be awful.” 

There are ways to stay involved, to be on the periphery of the action, for 
displaced TV broadcasters. Rosen filled in on the radio for Game 3 of the 
Hurricanes-Rangers series at the Garden on Sunday because Albert was 
calling the Lightning-Panthers series for TNT. Local pregame shows are 
prohibited by the national TV deal, but Randorf is being utilized on Bally 
Sports’ postgame show, which he calls “the next best thing,” because it 
allows him to keep traveling, keep attending morning skates and games, 
and keep staying involved. Forslund moved over into the radio booth to 
do color alongside Chuck Kaiton for the Hurricanes’ title run in 2006. The 
Kings had Miller recreate a call for the Stanley Cup wins for inclusion on 
the commemorative DVDs the team made. The Blackhawks had Foley 
do the same thing at their fan convention in the summer of 2010. And 
Foley was even invited into the raucous team-only postgame party in the 
locker room after Game 6 at the United Center in 2015. Because the 
local broadcasters — “us local schmucks,” as Foley gloriously puts it — 
truly are part of the team. 

But everyone has their tale of woe, their story of being isolated from a 
moment they’d been building toward their entire working lives. Randorf 
and color commentator Brian Engblom were watching Game 5 of last 
year’s Final from the auxiliary press box — a table haphazardly set up in 
the last row at Amalie Arena — before heading down to their broadcast 
position for the final minutes, preparing for the postgame show. Randorf 
ended up standing next to Lightning CEO Steve Griggs in the lower bowl. 

“The clock seemed to be creeping along,” Randorf said. “Just speaking to 
you right now about it sends chills down my spine. To see a team win at 
home was truly special. Griggs turned to me and gave me this giant bear 
hug and he’s yelling and screaming. Then he’s gone and we went and 
did our postgame. It was a night I’ll never forget.” 

Imagine how much better — how much more memorable — it would 
have been if he’d called the game. 

It’s a strange thing, to watch and listen as someone else calls your 
team’s game. Sitting in the stands, or watching at home, or following 
along on an iPad in a Baltimore lacrosse stadium just isn’t the same. A 
writer watches a game and can’t help but formulate ledes and storylines 
in his or her head that will never be printed. A broadcaster watches a 
game and can’t help but conjure adjectives and connective stories that 
will never be heard. 
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“You don’t really turn that side of your brain off,” Burke said. “That’s just 
the way I watch hockey now. If I’m hearing someone else call it, I think of 
other words that I might use in that situation, things like that. It’s just the 
way I consume sports now. I don’t necessarily enjoy watching sports live 
as much as I used to, because I need commentary to feel like I’m actually 
involved in the game. It’s a bizarre feeling when I’m in an arena and can’t 
scratch that itch.” 

Burke is just 37 and is on a career track that could take him to the 
Stanley Cup Final someday. Forslund is a potential heir apparent should 
Albert eventually step away. Randorf has called a conference final, and a 
return to a national role always could be in his future. Olczyk has called 
every Final since Anaheim beat Ottawa in 2007, and will be back at it 
next year after he spends this year’s Final with his feet up, “texting my 
buddies Ray Ferraro and Brian Boucher the whole game, busting their 
balls like they bust mine all the time.” 

But none of them is ready to give up his local gig just yet, grueling as it is, 
and unfulfilling as the ending might be. 

“I must admit, after years of not really caring who wins the game, it’s fun 
again,” Randorf said. “I love the games, all national guys love doing the 
games and love the game itself. But you don’t care who wins. As a team 
broadcaster, it’s fun again, caring who wins. This is why we all got into 
this business in the first place, because we were fans. I’m not ashamed 
to say that I care when the Lightning win now. It’s fun and I enjoy it.” 

But if they keep winning, they’ll do it without Randorf. That’s just life for 
the local guys. 

“You wish you could see it through,” Randorf said. “The fans do, too. 
You’ll hear, ‘Hey, we wish you guys were seeing it through.’ And that’s 
great to hear. That’s gratifying. That’s what makes it special.” 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - Takeaways after four games in each 
second-round series 

 

Kristen Shilton, Greg Wyshynski 

 

We're past the halfway point of each second-round series in the 2022 
Stanley Cup playoffs, and one conference semifinalist has already begun 
its offseason, as the Presidents' Trophy-winning Florida Panthers were 
swept by the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

What have the first four games of each series taught us? And how will 
those lessons impact the rest of the round and beyond? 

The Tampa Bay Lightning are the team to beat 

If the Lightning weren't favored to three-peat as Stanley Cup champs 
going into the playoffs, they might be now. Tampa Bay dismantled the 
Florida Panthers in a second-round series sweep that was impressive for 
how effortless it appeared. The Lightning are headed for their third 
straight Eastern Conference finals appearance and sixth in eight years. 
Few teams in this era can sustain that kind of success season over 
season. Tampa Bay is doing it before our eyes. 

The real revelation in the series against Florida, though, was Lightning 
netminder Andrei Vasilevskiy. His stunning play (.981 save percentage, 
0.75 goals against average, capped off by a shutout in Game 4) defied 
superlatives. The Panthers averaged more regular-season goals (4.11 
per game) than anyone, and Vasilevskiy made them look feeble as 
Tampa Bay outscored them 13-3. That dominance by Vasilevskiy wasn't 
guaranteed, either, after how he played in the first-round matchup 
against Toronto. His numbers there through six games (.885 SV%, 3.37 
GAA) were average, but in Game 7, he rose to the occasion (30 saves, 
.968 SV%) and pushed Tampa Bay through. 

The Lightning will face New York or Carolina next. It's an unenviable 
assignment for either of them. The Lightning have only gotten stronger in 
this postseason. The limit to their potential might not exist. -- Shilton 

Igor! [clap clap] 

Hey, remember the opening round of the Eastern Conference playoffs 
between the New York Rangers and the Pittsburgh Penguins? 
Remember when Igor Shesterkin, the favorite to win the Vezina Trophy 
as the NHL's top goaltender, was pulled twice? Remember how he gave 
up three or more goals in six of the seven games they played? 

If you don't, that's OK. The Rangers goalie has done everything he can 
against Carolina to make you forget those opening-round struggles ever 
happened. 

Shesterkin has stopped 117 of 122 shots he has faced against the 
Hurricanes, good for a .959 save percentage. That included his 73 saves 
on 75 shots in two home victories at Madison Square Garden, to the 
delight of Rangers fans who chanted his name after saves (and opposing 
goals) for encouragement. He hasn't been perfect -- no doubt he'd like 
that Nino Niederreiter backhand goal from Game 3 back -- but he has 
been good enough that the Hurricanes are still trying to convince 
themselves they can beat him. 

"I'm confident that eventually they're going to find the back of the net. 
Maybe as a forward group we can do a little better to be in his eyes and 
get to loose pucks out there," Hurricanes center Sebastian Aho said after 
Game 4. "Dirty goals. You get one of those, you get confidence -- and all 
of a sudden, you get all kinds of goals." -- Wyshynski 

Carolina is playing with fire 

The Hurricanes are a great team (obviously). But they're trending into 
dangerous territory against the Rangers. Winning the series' first two 
games at home was a strong start, and Carolina did it thanks to key 
goals from depth contributors Ian Cole (with the Game 1 overtime 
winner) and Brendan Smith (with the opening salvo in a 2-0 Game 2 
victory). 

Unlikely heroes are a hallmark of successful postseason teams. But 
Carolina will need more out of its top guys too, as evidenced by their too-
quiet sticks when the series shifted to New York. The Hurricanes blew 
into Manhattan and dropped consecutive games, moving to 0-5 on the 
road in this postseason and heading home to Raleigh with the series 
knotted 2-2. Carolina was outscored 7-2 on aggregate in Games 3 and 4, 
and their misfiring power play (0-for-12 in the team's past five games) 
remains an issue. Aho and Teuvo Teravainen combined for one goal in 
Games 3 and 4; Niederreiter had the other. But the Hurricanes never 
seemed to fire on all cylinders. 

Given Carolina hasn't yet lost at home in the postseason (6-0) and it still 
owns home-ice advantage in this series, it would be easy for the Canes 
to get complacent. Carolina held the Rangers to only one goal in Games 
1 and 2 and could potentially shut them down again. But the heat is rising 
in this second-round matchup after the nastiness of Game 3. It's all 
proper fodder for the Rangers to steal one on the road now and put 
Carolina on the ropes. -- Shilton 

The goals continue to flow 

Don't let the defensive grind of the Rangers vs. Hurricanes series fool 
you: The 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs continue to mimic the regular 
season's extraordinary offensive pace. 

The Stanley Cup playoffs are now averaging 6.27 goals through 67 
games. That puts the postseason on pace to be the highest-scoring one 
since the 1995 tournament (6.36 goals per game), which was played 
after a lockout-shortened season. 

An average of 6.3 goals per game were scored this regular season, the 
highest since 1995-96 (also 6.3). 

All of that scoring has come at the expense of close finishes; there have 
been only 10 overtime games through the first two rounds. Last 
postseason, there were 16 overtime games in just the first round. -- 
Wyshynski 

Ville Husso had better step up 
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St. Louis' supposed goaltender of the future is dangerously close to a 
freefall. After taking over the Blues' starting job from Jordan Binnington 
and posting terrific stats to end the regular season (9-1-2, .913 SV%, 
2.88 GAA), Husso has been awful since a Game 1 win over the 
Minnesota Wild in the Blues' first-round series. He followed that 
performance by allowing nine goals combined in St. Louis' next two 
games (.847 SV%) and was replaced by Binnington in Game 4. 

St. Louis rallied around Binnington and pulled through to the second 
round against Colorado. Then Binnington was injured in Game 3 and 
won't be back for this series. Husso has the Blues' crease again, and the 
results since he stepped in have been poor: 0-2, .847 SV%, 4.99 GAA. 
Ouch. 

The Avalanche are up 3-1 on the Blues in the series. It would take the 
best of everything St. Louis has to beat the Western Conference's top 
team three straight times and advance. And what Husso is showing 
doesn't reach that level. For the Blues to have a chance, their rookie 
netminder must channel whatever made him so spectacular for large 
swathes of the regular season. -- Shilton 

Avalanche more than MacKinnon, Makar 

The Colorado Avalanche have managed to push the St. Louis Blues to 
the brink of elimination without a goal from Nathan MacKinnon and just 
two points from Cale Makar. That should scare the daylights out of the 
remaining teams in the Western Conference. 

Consider how the Avs steamrolled the Nashville Predators in the opening 
round of the playoffs. MacKinnon had six goals. Makar had 10 points, the 
most in NHL history by a defenseman through four games in a 
postseason. But against the Blues, it has been a different story. 
MacKinnon has seen copious amounts of St. Louis defensive ace Ryan 
O'Reilly. He has managed to pick up assists in three of the four games 
but hasn't been able to tally a goal despite taking 17 shots. Makar had 
nine shots in the first two games in Denver but managed only two in the 
past two games in St. Louis. Still, he picked up assists in both of those 
games. 

Again, the fact that Colorado hasn't really needed them is absolutely 
frightening. They had a hat trick and an assist from Nazem Kadri in 
Game 4. They had two goals from deadline pickup Artturi Lehkonen in 
Game 3. In their Game 1 overtime win, it was defenseman Josh Manson 
getting the game winner in overtime. 

The mark of a championship-caliber team is the ability to win even if its 
stars aren't shining the brightest. In Round 2, the Avalanche have that 
mark. -- Wyshynski 

The Battle of Alberta needs some bite 

The best thing about an Edmonton-Calgary matchup is the torrid history 
between their teams. That was on full display in Games 1 and 2. The 
Flames asserted themselves physically, drawing Edmonton into an 
uncomfortable position and reaping the benefits. Something shifted for 
Calgary after its loss in Game 2, though. Edmonton came back from a 2-
0 deficit, scored late in the third while short-handed to break a 3-3 tie and 
wound up winning 5-3. 

The Flames haven't looked quite the same since. There's less edge to 
their game, like they are trying to match the Oilers' skill instead of 
challenging it. Edmonton looks comfortable, and that's not going to help 
the Flames attempt to overcome a 3-1 hole in the series. 

And then there's Calgary's goaltending. Jacob Markstrom has been 
inexplicably inconsistent, producing periods of brilliance (like a 21-save 
effort in the opening 20 minutes of Game 3, or a clean sheet in the 
second frame of Game 4) followed by costly mistakes uncharacteristic of 
a Vezina Trophy finalist. Connor McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Evander 
Kane combined for 16 points in Games 3 and 4 at home. The entire 
Oilers offense is rolling. Markstrom has been getting beaten cleanly, and 
he's occasionally hurting his cause by trying to play the puck (including a 
gaffe that directly resulted in a goal 21 seconds into Game 4). 

The Flames battled back to tie Game 4 but couldn't keep the momentum 
going to get the win. That's twice in the series they've been knotted in the 
third and come up short. 

The parades to the penalty box that marked this series early on are gone, 
but with them has gone too much of the physicality that makes Calgary 
great. The Flames will need to flex some muscle if they want to extend 
this series any longer. -- Shilton 

The floppy cats 

Can we blame the "Presidents' Trophy Curse" for the Florida Panthers' 
second-round exit, as they were swept away by the Tampa Bay 
Lightning? 

In the past decade, there has been only one team that had the regular 
season's best record and won the Stanley Cup: the 2012-13 Chicago 
Blackhawks. Since the salary cap was instituted after the 2005 lockout, 
only the Blackhawks and the 2007-08 Detroit Red Wings won both the 
Presidents' Trophy and the Stanley Cup in the same season. In fact, 
those two teams and the 2014-15 New York Rangers are the only 
Presidents' Trophy winners to play in a conference final -- everyone else 
bowed out earlier. 

But if we're not citing the supernatural for the Cats' demise, what then? 
Obviously, the offense is to blame. Florida averaged 2.3 goals per game 
in the playoffs, down from 4.11 goals per game in the regular season, 
which was the highest for any team since the 1995-96 season. The 
source of much of that frustration was the power play, which went from 
fifth in the league (24.4%) to last in the playoffs (a miserable 3.2%), with 
one goal in 31 power-play opportunities. 

It looked like interim coach Andrew Brunette was headed toward a 
multiyear extension before the playoffs started. Was winning a playoff 
round before getting swept by a two-time Stanley Cup champion enough 
to earn him that? Meanwhile, the Panthers will have to take stock of what 
worked and what didn't in the playoffs. Are the changes they have to 
make personnel-oriented, or were their goal-scoring woes an indication 
that something stylistically doesn't translate from the regular season to 
the playoffs? -- Wyshynski 
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Sportsnet.ca / Minimum salary, maximum impact: Bozak's OT goal keeps 
Blues alive vs. Avs 

 

ken-wiebe  

 

The suitors weren't exactly lining up for Tyler Bozak in free agency last 
summer, so he took the time to survey the landscape, consider his 
hockey future and mull over at least one other offer from within the 
Central Division. 

Ultimately, he thought the best path was to stay put and take another 
shot with the St. Louis Blues. 

Although the veteran forward had to take a one-year deal for the league 
minimum of $750,000, a substantial pay cut from the $5-million AAV he 
carried on is contract the previous three seasons, Bozak knew exactly 
where he stood in the organization and what he could bring, provided he 
could stay healthy after suffering through an injury-plagued campaign in 
2021. 

That investment by the Blues more than paid for itself on Wednesday 
night as the 36-year-old beat Darcy Keumper with a slapshot through 
traffic at 3:38 of the first overtime to propel his team to a 5-4 victory over 
the Colorado Avalanche to stave off elimination before a stunned crowd 
at Denver's Ball Arena. 

This was another one of those moments where an unlikely hero stepped 
to the forefront and delivered a memory that will last forever. 

“Just got a little bounce up top and saw a lane to the net. In overtime, 
there's definitely no such thing as a bad shot, so just tried to get it 
through on the traffic and it went in,” said Bozak, who was unsure if the 
puck changed direction off the stick or pants of an Avalanche defender. 
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“All I know is that it went in and that's all that matters. Just a resilient 
group of guys, got down and didn't want the season to be over. It was an 
amazing hockey game. I'm sure everyone that was watching thought the 
same thing. 

“Fought hard, got some big goals late. Was lucky enough to be on the 
end of the one in overtime, but yeah, it was awesome. We're excited for 
the next game. There's still a lot of work to be done. ” 

Blues ruin heroic effort from MacKinnon with stunning comeback victory 

That next game -- Game 6 of the Western Conference semifinal -- goes 
Friday night at Enterprise Center in St Louis. 

As Marco Scandella returned to the Blues lineup on defence for the first 
time since May 8, head coach Craig Berube dressed 12 forwards and six 
blue-liners for the first time since Game 3 of an opening-round series with 
the Minnesota Wild that went six games. 

Bozak played only 13 shifts in the game for 7:16 of ice time, but because 
of the trust his head coach has in him from coming through in the past 
when times were tough (including the 2019 Stanley Cup championship 
run), Craig Berube didn’t hesitate to throw his fourth line on the ice early 
in overtime -- even after shortening his bench to three lines for the 
second half of the third period. 

“Well, I think in the third, it’s just about getting back and tying it, so I’m 
rolling three lines most of the time. It’s not that you don’t want to play 
these guys, but you’re trying to catch up here and win a game and tie it 
up,” said Berube. “You get into OT, I think you’ve got to start over again. 
You’ve got to get your guys out there and rotate them and get playing 
because if you don’t, you’re going to burn your top nine out. They’re just 
going to play too much.” 

By ending the game early in the fourth period, that didn’t end up being a 
concern for Berube or the Blues, who showed some serious desperation 
to keep their season alive. 

Down 3-1 in the series, the Blues fell behind 3-0 by the time the game 
was just over 24 minutes old. They rallied with three consecutive goals 
only to see Avalanche centre Nathan MacKinnon score an electrifying 
end-to-end goal to complete a hat trick with 2:46 to go in regulation. 

“We battle back and then we give up that goal like that. It could be really 
deflating, but our team has got a lot of guts and they’re a resilient bunch 
of guys,” said Berube. “We talked about what we were going to do with 
the goalie and stuff and it ended up working out. It’s just character and 
leadership. We’ve got a lot of character in that room, we all know that. 
This team has come from behind quite a bit this year in games, so they 
don’t give up. You’ve just got to keep playing and keep battling and they 
did that. That’s all on them.” 

Thomas on Blues comeback effort in Game 5: 'Just a good response 
from our whole team' 

With Ville Husso on the bench in favour of an extra attacker, Blues 
defenceman Justin Faulk made a critical play to keep the puck in at the 
offensive blue line. As the play developed, Vladimir Tarasenko took a 
sharp-angle shot that Kuemper stopped but Robert Thomas pounced on 
the rebound to tie the game with 56 seconds remaining. 

“You've got nothing to lose, so you might as well throw it all out there,” 
said Thomas, who scored his first two goals of the playoffs. “I think that 
was our mentality. It seemed to work.” 

The Avalanche still lead the series 3-2, but despite a dominant 30 
minutes of play, they were unable to close the Blues out and still need 
one more victory to advance to the Western Conference Final for the first 
time since 2002. 

“They played with more desperation than us in the second half of the 
game,” said Avalanche head coach Jared Bednar. “You have to stay 
aggressive. You have to continue playing your game and believe in what 
you’re doing. For the most part, we’ve been doing that but it’s starting to 
look like you’re either the hammer or the nail in this series, so we have to 
go out and be the hammer. 

“We have to keep moving forward and pressing and forcing them into 
mistakes. But it starts with the competitiveness and the puck decisions. 

As the game went on there, they had a little bit extra in the battle and we 
didn’t and our puck decisions were not good.” 

Bednar praises Avalanche's morale after regulation despite surrendering 
late lead 

The Blues' victory spoiled what was a remarkable effort from MacKinnon, 
who had four points (three goals and one assist) 

Two minutes after Jordan Kyrou had scored at 15:14 of the third period to 
tie the game, MacKinnon picked the puck up in the defensive zone, 
accelerated through the neutral zone, made an inside-out move to slide 
past Blues defenceman Nick Leddy and as the puck rolled slightly, he 
somehow found a way to maintain control at full speed to roof his shot to 
complete this highlight-reel moment. 

“Obviously, that stings, especially when (MacKinnon) can go down and 
get us another one to take the lead back after we had been stumbling,” 
said Bednar. “Great speed coming through the neutral zone. We talked 
about getting back on the attack and starting our push and making sure 
that we were spending some time (in the offensive zone) and taking our 
shots when we had them. 

“But, unbelievable individual effort to get around Leddy there and to still 
be able to get it to his forehand and put it in up top. It’s one of the 
prettiest goals that I’ve seen in a long time.” 

MacKinnon was flying all night , but losing the game prevented him from 
being able to fully soak in the moment. 

'I was happier after Game 4' MacKinnon after scoring hat trick in Game 5 
loss 

“It doesn’t matter,” said MacKinnon. “We lost. The playoffs aren’t for 
points and attention or whatever, it’s just to get wins. That’s how 
everyone feels in our room. We’re all tugging on the same rope and truly 
it does not matter about what kind of goals you score, as long as we can 
win. 

“I was happier after Game 4. We’ve got to go get this done. But this 
should make our team a little harder, a little more grittier in these 
situations. You can’t win every series in four or five. They’re a great team 
and we're excited to go have a huge challenge in St. Louis and try to 
close out a series.” 

Over the next two days, there is sure to be plenty of chatter surrounding 
the narrative that the Avalanche have been bounced in the second round 
of the playoffs in each of the last three years but that’s just another 
example of dealing with outside noise. 

That comes with the territory when a team is anointed as one of the 
Stanley Cup favourites. 

The Avalanche are a mature group and they understand the best way to 
silence those doubters is secure one more victory, either Friday in St. 
Louis or Sunday in Denver. 

“It’s the same as if you win a game. You enjoy it for three minutes and 
you move on. Here, it’s the same thing. You sulk for three minutes and 
then you move on,” said Avalanche captain Gabe Landeskog. “It’s as 
simple as that. It’s playoff hockey, it’s not supposed to be easy. 

“You’ve got to have a short memory and move on.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / No matter what the Flames face, Chris Sutter will do his 
part to help his father 

 

Eric Francis May 25, 2022, 7:15 PM 

 

CALGARY – At some point amidst the chaos, desperation and emotion 
of the Calgary Flames’ battle to prolong their post-season Thursday, 
Chris Sutter will step up to do his part to help his father below. 
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After a packaged introduction on the Jumbotron, the coach’s ever-
popular son will step into the aisle to start a series of intense dance 
moves that invariably spur Saddledome-dwellers to raise the decibel 
level in support of his beloved Flames. 

It never fails. 

Introduced simply as Chris Sutter Time, what follows is an inspirational 
salute to a team and father from a young man whose powerful 
connection to both stems from an early fight for his life. 

“It was touch and go when he was born,” said Darryl Sutter of a rarely 
discussed episode that shaped his life in 1993. “Because of how powerful 
the amount of oxygen was that they had to give him, they thought he’d be 
deaf and blind.  

“They moved him from where he was born to what was then the Lutheran 
General, which is the Children’s Hospital in Chicago. They took him right 
away because of basically the way his blue and red blood was mixing, 
and he had a flap in his heart. He was in the hospital for a long time.” 

Several surgeries helped the young fighter with his hearing, the flap in his 
heart closed and his eyesight materialized through an emotional battle 
that also included a Down Syndrome diagnosis. 

Darryl and Chris Sutter, 2008. 

“The real part of it was, imagine how it is when doctors tell you as a 
father and a mother that you should give your child up,” said Darryl, 
pausing. “That’s what they told us. They said we should make him what’s 
called a 'ward of the state.' 

“You’ve got to remember, that was quite a while ago. When we were 
growing up, a lot of children with special needs weren’t raised by their 
family. 

“I said, ‘You worry about making him healthy enough to get out of here, 
and I’ll worry about where he lives.’” 

As a first-year coach of his beloved Blackhawks, the father of three had 
to balance preparing his team for the playoffs with spending as much 
time as he could with his wife, Wanda, and Chris.     

“I’d go to the game and I’d just go stay all night in the hospital, in one of 
those neonatal things,” said Darryl, who wasn’t able to bring Chris home 
until after the playoffs. 

“The nurse would let me put my finger inside the (tenting) and he’d hold 
my finger. I used to tell him that’s what kept us going. He still talks about 
that because I’ve talked to him lots about it whenever he’s sad, mad or 
happy. There’s that connection.” 

It’s a bond neither will ever let go of. 

“He is a great dad for me,” said Chris, now 29. “He always talks about 
me. He says to the players and everybody else, ‘My son, he’s a very 
good dancer.’  

“The video he did on (World) Down Syndrome Day was my favourite.” 

In that video, just before Chris' birthday in March, the Flames players 
celebrated at practice with mismatched socks before Darryl told Flames 
TV host Brendan Parker: “Chris changed our lives forever. He is like our 
shining light every day, and we’re thankful for him.” 

A popular fixture in every dressing room Dad has coached in, Chris’ 
infectious personality and support are such that he’ll wait at home after 
games for a full download with Dad. 

“He has his own rating system and goes over it with me after the game,” 
smiled the Flames’ 63-year-old coach. “I bring home the game sheet or 
send it to him and he rates every single player from zero to two. 

“Zero means not good enough, one means he was fine and two means 
he was great.   

“We’ll go over the whole thing, it’s awesome.” 

And just how amenable is Dad to his son’s dissecting? 

“After games, he always gets grumpy and has attitude sometimes, and 
that’s all right,” said Chris, as straightforward as his pops. “He’s a good 

guy and is a very good coach who talks and talks with all the players. 
That’s how you have a great team.” 

At several points in Thursday’s do-or-die Game 5 showdown with the 
Oilers, when the game-day production crew senses a need to rally the 
fans, they’ll turn to Chris to lift them with his inventive series of gyrations, 
vibrations and hip sways in his beloved Mikael Backlund jersey. 

With his ever-supportive mom clapping along, Chris often opens with the 
Hulk Hogan-inspired hand to the ear, summoning sound that is music to 
his recalibrated ears.  

One can only imagine the pride the stone-faced Flames coach feels 
whenever he gazes over to see his son stealing the hearts of a fan base 
he does so well to rev up. 

“I used to look up because players would tap me, but I don’t need to look 
anymore – I’ve seen all his dance moves,” Darryl said, smiling, of a 
dancing tradition that started during his first go-around with the Flames in 
the early 2000s, when Chris was a young boy. 

“(Late Flames president) Ken King was huge with that. He told Chris, 
‘Your job is to get 20,000 people on their feet.’” 

A job he takes seriously. 

“I taught myself to dance, I don’t take lessons,” said Chris, who lights up 
when recalling the night in 2012 he slept with the Stanley Cup at the 
family’s farmhouse in Viking, Alta.  

“I make all the dance moves up myself, and I love to make the people 
cheer.” 

Having the confidence and personality to perform nightly in front of tens 
of thousands stems from the lifelong care and guidance Wanda and 
Darryl provided Chris. 

Darryl’s zero tolerance for anything but peak effort from gifted athletes 
has plenty to do with seeing just how hard Chris has had to battle in his 
life.    

“It used to be if you had Down Syndrome, you were considered at that IQ 
level, which is not true anymore -- you can elevate or downgrade based 
on what you give those children,” said Darryl, who stepped away from 
coaching for two years and returned to the farm to focus on helping 
Chris.  

“That was our whole goal, ‘We’re going to max out’ -- we’re not going on 
what they say, but what we say, and get as much help for him as we 
could. 

“Going home for two years was a big part of it. Huge, because then we 
could take him wherever he had to go and then be with him. 

“He still had a lot of health issues, so that was another part of being 
home, being outside on the farm. It was huge for him and his 
development. 

“He could get out and just let him rip.” 

Still does. 

“He’s out there on his Gator, taking down numbers of hurt animals, 
helping in so many ways like stuffing them up the chute,” beamed the 
Jolly Rancher, who rarely talks about Chris without breaking into a grin. 
“You don’t worry about him. He’s safe and he knows what he’s doing. 

“There aren’t many kids that can do what he can do. 

“I can trust him.” 

Chris knows that. 

“I love the farm and I love the Flames so much,” said Chris. “And I love 
my dad.” 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.26.2022 

1203169 Websites 

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 26, 2022 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Kane is giving the Oilers what they wanted. Will Holland 
return the favour this summer? 

 

Mark Spector 

 

EDMONTON — Evander Kane is a power forward with exquisite finish, 
he can skate, shoot, or knock you on your backside — gloves on or 
gloves off. Your choice.  

Then the game ends, and the rest begins. A career spread equally over 
the sports pages, the police blotter and on the Page 6 gossip columns, 
Kane blows up the stereotype that is the typical Canadian hockey player 
the way Milan Lucic blows up a goalie.  

Today, he is well ahead of schedule to set a new National Hockey 
League record for goals in a playoff run, with 12 goals in just 11 games. 
Only 10 men throughout history have scored at that pace, and they have 
names like Esposito and Lemieux, Messier and Lafleur, Hull and Sakic.  

The playoff record is 19 goals, shared by Jari Kurri and Reggie Leach, 
rare air indeed for Kane, a player who didn’t even have a team to play for 
at Christmas.  

“I knew I was going to be back in the NHL,” said Kane. “I was very 
confident in that. It was just a matter of when, and when I got that 
opportunity, taking full advantage of it.”  

Oh, he is taking full advantage, manning the right wing of late, next to the 
best player in the NHL in Connor McDavid, and often the second best in 
Leon Draisaitl.  

Kane can give his coach 30 goals and 40 headaches a season. Between 
bankruptcy, custody hearings, contract hearings and settlements, he has 
spent a lot of time in court.  

But then he breezes back into the picture and picks right up where he left 
off as the most dangerous scorer of the 2022 playoffs, with two hat tricks 
and a dozen goals.  

Is Kane an enigma? Did Mike Smith blow one in Game 4? 

Gotta See It: Mike Smith makes baffling error, lets one in from the 
opposing blue line to tie game 

With free agency looming in July, Oilers fans and Kane’s creditors are 
neck and neck as the biggest fans of his playoff success. But can you 
name a better mid-season pick-up in the entire league this year than 
Kane?   

You can’t do it, a transaction that popped up out of the Hollandaise sauce 
at a Detroit breakfast with Oilers GM Ken Holland and agent Dan 
Millstein on Nov. 10, 2021.  

“Dan said to me, ‘I'm getting a new client.’ And I said, ‘Who's that?’” 
relayed Holland, who has a long relationship with the former agent to 
Detroit great Pavel Datsyuk. “He said it was Evander Kane. ‘It looks like 
they’re headed to a divorce.'”  

“They” were Kane and the San Jose Sharks, a team that had acquired 
Kane in eerily similar circumstances to what Holland was considering.  

The Sharks brought Kane in at the 2018 trade deadline on an expiring 
contract, a test run of sorts after Kane had worn out his welcome in 
Buffalo — after wearing out his welcome in Winnipeg before that. Of 
course, Kane crushed it in San Jose, and Sharks GM Doug Wilson bit, 
signing Kane to a seven-year, $49-million deal.  

Kane would produce in San Jose the way he always has, even leading 
the team in scoring last season. Alas, the Sharks players voted him off 
the island, and the Sharks terminated his contract amid a tornado of 
litigation and accusations, a contract dispute that has yet to be formally 
settled.  

But here in late May, cashing in the way Kane did during that honeymoon 
period in San Jose, he is delivering in spades on Holland’s gamble.  

“He has that swagger about him, right?” said Draisaitl. “So, that’s 
something that he brings to our group. He's been nothing but great for us 

— on and off the ice. And yeah, he scores big goals. We are very, very 
lucky to have him.”  
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Kane does not appear at the post-game podium in sweats and a ball cap, 
like most players. The media waits, and he shows up dressed in a stylish 
suit, his handsome profile and friendly demeanour making him the near-
perfect shot for the TV cameras.  

He is debonair, intelligent and well-spoken, a player for whom the press 
is happy to wait. But there have always been troubles, and over a career 
of broken rules he has also made a habit of being late for practices and 
team meetings.  

Not in Edmonton, to our knowledge, but Kane’s insistence on marching 
to his own beat is a registered trademark, as much a part of who he is as 
Draisaitl's one-timer form.  

Holland knew about it, and went there anyhow.  

“I always go to the Guide and Record Book,” the GM began. “There are 
analytics and all these other things, but you see 30 goals, 30 goals, 30 
goals, 30 goals. … You're getting a legit 30-goal scorer.  

“I talked to lots of people, and I had people in my organization talk to as 
many people as we could about Evander. I thought it was a no-brainer 
from a hockey standpoint. Then the other side, obviously, is the 
background. The character check.”  

Once the NHL exonerated Kane in its investigation of his alleged 
crossing of the Canadian border with COVID at Christmas, Holland 
signed him.  

Was he taking a big chance?  

“I didn’t think so,” the GM said. “You’ve got a guy on a one-year deal at 
$2 million. What can you get for $2 million? We did some checking, felt 
comfortable with the character check. It was a half-year deal, and we 
were reeling at the time.” 

Kane put on energizing display to help Oilers take series lead 

Welcome to pro sports, where the number of second chances a player 
gets arrive in direct proportion to how many goals he scores, or home 
runs he hits. Edmonton needed what Kane is — a genuine power forward 
with attitude — and Kane came with no acquisition cost.  

If there was some trepidation among the fan base back in January, 
today, a common argument on Twitter is not whether Holland should re-
sign Kane, but who should be moved out to free up the necessary salary 
cap space.  

The disagreements are over where Kane has been a better fit — on the 
ice? Or off it?  

Can Holland sign him?  

He holds out his hands, palms up.  

“I can sign anybody. But someone's gotta go. If you love everybody, 
somebody's not stayin’,” the GM said. “Can you keep him? I can keep 
anybody. But I can't keep ‘em all.”  

Kane fits with McDavid like sharp cheddar fits with a nice red wine. It’s a 
fit here in Edmonton, the way Anderson fit with Messier, or Huddy fit next 
to Coffey.  

But who goes? And what if a long-term deal brings out the other Kane? 
The Buffalo/San Jose Kane?  

We said, back on Jan. 29 when the Oilers signed him, that the mistake 
wasn’t bringing Kane in for a half-season run. The mistake would come 
when free agency opens on July 13.  
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Now, like everyone else, Kane has seduced us.  

He’s a hell of a player.  

But hasn’t that always been the issue? 
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Sportsnet.ca / Hurricanes-Rangers Vibe Check: New York holding pace 
better than expected 

 

Shayna Goldman 

 

While the Tampa Bay Lightning await their Eastern Conference Final 
opponent, New York and Carolina are tied 2-2 after the Rangers pulled 
even last night. 

It’s the only series that isn’t facing elimination, so let’s break down four 
keys to this series through four games: 

Strength in net 

Goaltending was a big storyline for both teams going into this series. 
Everyone knows how dominant Igor Shesterkin was in the regular 
season, saving a league-leading 40.7 more goals than expected, 25 
quality starts and nine stolen wins. Although he slipped in Games 3 and 4 
of Round 1, he’s otherwise been elite as expected. 

In this series, Shesterkin’s earned a sparking .959 save percentage and 
stopped 5.8 goals above expected against all shot attempts he’s faced in 
all situations. In total through 11 games, he has a .925 save percentage 
and GSAx of +7. 

On the flip side, there’s Antti Raanta. The storylines were more about the 
Hurricanes’ crease as a whole given Frederik Andersen’s injury status. 
But the backup has run with the starter’s crease, earning a .936 save 
percentage and stopping 2.8 more goals than expected. In 10 total 
playoff games, he now has a .931 save percentage and GSAx of 3.9. 

Both teams have strength in net, which has kept this series closer than 
anticipated given the teams in front of the blue paint. 

Five-on-five play is closer than expected 

Based on the regular season, Carolina outright had the edge over its 
Round 2 opponents at 5-on-5. The Rangers may have had some results 
in those situations thanks to their finishing talent and saving, but below 
the surface painted a more concerning picture. 

New York managed to clean up play in its own zone post-deadline and 
did improve offensively. Of course, those all fell apart in Round 1, casting 
more doubt about how this series would look, especially with the 
Hurricanes’ aggressive forecheck in mind. 
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But the Rangers are holding pace better than anticipated, and that’s a 
reason this series is tied. The Hurricanes still are the stronger team at 
holding the blue line and extending zone time. They’re also attempting a 
ton of passes in the offensive zone and generating more shots. 

That’s giving New York a lot to work with and they’re doing their best to 
block passes and shots at a high rate to limit quality chances or cycle 
shots. Although Carolina can create scoring chances off the rush, the 
Canes only attempted 4.83 attempts from the slot off the cycle, which 
was a strong point in their game in the regular season. 

Another strong point was limiting those chances against; Carolina was 
one of the best, yet it's allowing 6.65 attempts from the Rangers. 

Carolina still has the slight edge in expected goal generated, with 8.35 
through four games. But they don’t have the goal scoring to show it, 
netting only four goals so far. 

As much as they’re testing Shesterkin with shot volume, the Rangers are 
doing their best to keep their quality shot generation as even as possible. 
And vice-versa, New York’s testing Raanta with a slightly higher rate of 
slot shots. They’ve generated 7.65 expected goals for that they’ve 
mustered five tallies from. 

Carolina can’t win on the road 

The Hurricanes have played 11 games so far, and all six losses have 
come away from PNC Arena. The advantage is that they have home ice, 
so if this were to go seven, that last tilt won’t be on the road. But it’s 
particularly curious just how long this trend as continued. 

Maybe it’s a matter of the matchup game — the Bruins were able to push 
Sebastian Aho’s line by matching them against Patrice Bergeron’s. Or 
that in this round, the Rangers can get Mika Zibanejad away from Jordan 
Staal, after the Canes’ shutdown trio did their best to suppress New 
York’s top line. 

Carolina did play well at Madison Square Garden, especially in Game 3, 
but didn’t have the results to show for it. So, it’s not simply this team 
collapsing on the road. But it’s something to watch moving forward 
because even though the Hurricanes will maintain home ice if they make 
it to next series, it’s a hurdle they’re going to have to prove to themselves 
they can get past. 

Ryan Lindgren’s impact 

The Rangers struggled without one of their top pairing defenders in 
Round 1 while Ryan Lindgren was sidelined with … what we imagine is a 
myriad of injuries at this point. 

Without him, Adam Fox was left on an imbalanced pairing with Justin 
Braun. And the third pair of Patrik Nemeth and Braden Schneider 
struggled as well. That put even more pressure on K’Andre Miller and 
Jacob Trouba against an elite trio in Pittsburgh, led by Sidney Crosby. 
Although one player shouldn’t make or break a blue line, when depth is 
an issue, it can throw everything out of sorts. 

Of the Rangers’ mainstay pairs, Fox and Lindgren lead the way with a 56 
per cent expected goals rate at even strength. The lefty’s defensive 
game helps complement Fox’s elite two-way play, and that’s shown 
through in this series in particular. Lindgren can separate opponents from 
the puck with his physical play or stick, while Fox uses his stick and 
smart positioning to limit plays against. And the league knows what the 
reigning Norris Trophy winner can do with the puck on his stick. 

This pair has been key for the Rangers in their minutes together, and that 
was put in display in Game 4 on the way to evening this series. Shot 
attempts were 15-14 in New York’s favour with them deployed, but how 
they worked to limit quality chances against is what really stood out. 
Carolina managed only one slot attempt against with these two on the 
ice, meanwhile New York generated nine. 

All the while, this duo saw a lot of both Aho’s line and Vincent 
Trocheck’s. New York knows what it looks like without Fox and Lindgren 
leading the way on the back end, so they have to carry this strong game 
back to Carolina to make noise in this series. 
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TSN.CA / McDavid is breaking hockey as we know it 

 

Travis Yost 

 

Connor McDavid is breaking hockey as we know it. 
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That’s not hyperbole. When was the last time we’ve seen a player 
dominate game after game the way McDavid has this postseason? I 
joked last week the NBA and NHL switched roles this postseason – the 
NBA conference finals are ripe with team-dominated basketball, while 
NHL fans are watching a superstar of the highest order completely take 
over games. 

That’s the ironic part. We have seen a number of first-ballot Hall of Fame 
players in the NHL over the past 20 years. Sidney Crosby, Alexander 
Ovechkin, Pavel Datsyuk – the list goes on and on. The bar they set for 
what would be considered exceptional performance in a team-dominated 
sport like hockey could be touched only by the most talented players in 
the world. 

But none of these players is the appropriate comparable for what 
McDavid is doing right now. In fact, McDavid isn’t even an appropriate 
comp for what McDavid is doing right now. His play has forced us to 
reimagine how much a star player can carry a team in the NHL. That’s no 
slight to the rest of the Oilers. It’s reality. It’s the type of question we tend 
to ask about NBA legends like Magic Johnson, Michael Jordan, or 
LeBron James. Not a hockey player. 

I will continue to emphasize how unprecedented this is. The below chart 
shows an overlay of Edmonton’s scoring with McDavid on the ice over 
the course of his career, as well as expected rate-scoring against (blind 
to goaltending performance). McDavid is posting unprecedented 
offensive numbers this postseason, and he’s doing it through 
comprehensive puck dominance that yields little in the defensive zone: 

Yes, you are reading that correctly. Over the course of the postseason, 
the Oilers are averaging nearly eight goals per 60 minutes of play at even 
strength. 

This isn’t a player amid a white-hot shooting run, or a guy who is relying 
on special teams dominance to drive scoring. And though it’s over a 
stretch of 11 games, it’s also against two playoff-calibre clubs – one of 
which is a bitter division rival coming off one of the best regular seasons 
in franchise history. 

But the Flames, like the Kings in the first round, have no answer for this 
type of production. Who could? Consider the data we do have for every 
playoff forward over the past 15 years. The table shows the highest 
yields in terms of individual scoring (all situations). Can you find anything 
remotely comparable? 

Sidney Crosby’s 2017-18 postseason was probably the high-water mark 
for a forward prior to this season. The Penguins went much deeper in 
other years, but Crosby’s 21 points (nine goals, 12 assists) in just 12 
games was, at the time, hard to fathom. 

We have seen plenty of other great scoring performances. Nikita 
Kucherov’s 35 points in 2019-20 was the most we have seen from a 
single player over the course of a postseason over this period, managing 
that in 25 games (4.6 points per 60). 

Neither are close. 

But the McDavid story isn’t just about his own scoring. It’s how his line 
scores at will, largely off his presence, playmaking, and ability to push the 
pace of play in a way opposing defences simply cannot handle. 

What if we looked at the same offensive leaders, but this time focused on 
total goals scored with a player on the ice? It’s more indicative of team 
strength, and a better indicator of how far a team may be able to push 
into the playoffs. This table includes only players meeting or exceeding 
McDavid’s ice time so far this postseason: 

Think about this: Nathan MacKinnon’s playoff run two years ago, which 
we all rightfully fawned over, saw his line in Colorado scoring at a clip 30 
per cent lower than McDavid’s line is in this postseason. 

I’m fascinated to see how long this can continue. For close to two 
decades, we have prognosticated that team talent and team depth wins 
Stanley Cups. The data still supports that theory. But a unicorn has found 
his way into the Edmonton lineup, and this sort of math fundamentally 
changes how we understand this sport. 

Appreciate greatness. We haven’t seen anything like this in a long, long 
time. 
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