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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 6 looms. Can Carolina finally win a playoff game on the road? 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes were so satisfied by their playoff 
victory Thursday that they’d love to just bottle it up and take it 
with them to New York. 

For the Canes, there was little not to like about their 3-1 win 
over the Rangers in Game 5 that propelled them into a 3-2 
lead in the best-of-seven series. 

“That’s the kind of game I’ve been waiting for,” Canes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “We’ve been playing OK but tonight it 
was good all the way around, more obviously the way we 
want to play. When we draw it up, it’s kind of the way we 
want it to be.” 

The Canes controlled the game’s five-on-five play. They 
scored on the power play and on the penalty kill, finding 
ways to beat Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin. They harassed 
the Rangers defensively, knocking the puck off sticks time 
after time, forcing turnovers, menacing them in the neutral 
zone and limiting shots once in the Carolina zone to help 
their goalie, Antti Raanta. 

“That’s just the type of game we play,” Canes forward 
Vincent Trocheck said. “We play that hard-nosed game, play 
smart and above them. When we play that game I like our 
chances.” 

But the question remains: can the Canes do it on the road? 
Play a hard-nosed game, be smart and win? 

The Canes have had five tries, first against the Boston 
Bruins and now the Rangers. They’ve lost all five road 
games. The players and coaches have tired of answering 
questions about why they’re 7-0 at home, but 0-5 on the 
road, but the only way to end all that would be to win — 
once. 

“You just do it,” Trocheck said. “There’s no formula for it. It 
kind of feels like we’ve beat that horse, not winning on the 
road. It’s no different, really. It’s the same game, the same 
team.” 

Do it Saturday in Game 6 at Madison Square Garden and 
the second-round series is over and it will be time for the 

handshake line. Lose, again, at the Garden and it will be 
back to PNC Arena for another tense Game 7. 

And all the while, with the rested Tampa Bay Lightning 
waiting. 

The Canes do know they can count on the power play 
producing. Teuvo Teravainen’s snipe in the second period 
was Carolina’s first power-play score in the series. 

“We’ve been in that funk for a long time,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes did allow a power-play goal to New York’s Mika 
Zibanejad but countered that with Trocheck’s shorthanded 
score off a perfectly placed pass — “Incredible,” Trocheck 
said — from Jordan Staal. 

The Canes had 27 even-strength shots to the Rangers’ 16 in 
the game. New York had five shots, total, in each of the first 
two periods and seven in the third. 

“I didn’t think we played our game at all,” Rangers coach 
Gerard Gallant said. “To me, it was our worst game in the 
five games in the series. They pretty well dominated the 
game.” 

The Canes’ third goal was a dagger for the Rangers. Andrei 
Svechnikov, the power forward from whom so much is 
expected, sped down the ice on a third-period breakaway 
and finished. No missing the net. No hitting the post. 
Svechnikov scored. 

So it all went the Canes way this game, including a 
successful coach’s challenge that kept the Rangers’ Ryan 
Strome from scoring. It also helped that the PNC Arena 
crowd stayed loud throughout the game, giving the home 
team constant decibel reinforcement. 

That won’t be the case Saturday. The crowd at MSG will be 
insistent on the Rangers winning Game 6 and making it a 
seven-game series, but the Canes believe it can be different 
if they repeat the good aspects of Game 5. 

“We played our game and we were everywhere,” Svechnikov 
said. “I think we’ve got to just move that game to the next 
game and I think we’ll have success from that. Just go and 
play our game.” 
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By inches or by yards, Hurricanes find a way to get an edge on Rangers in Game 5 

By Luke DeCock 

RALEIGH-Sometimes, it truly is a game of inches. As it was 
when Sebastian Aho hit the crossbar. And Jesper Fast hit 
the post. And Aho hit the right post while standing alone in 
acres of open ice. 

Then, once in a while, it’s a game of yards. Which is how far 
offsides Andrew Copp was before the New York Rangers 
scored what was, momentarily, the go-ahead goal. 

From such margins, a game and even a season can change. 

The Carolina Hurricanes successfully challenged Ryan 
Strome’s goal. Not long after, they scored their first power-
play goal in more than 21 minutes of man-advantage time as 
things went from 2-1 the wrong way to 2-1 the right way, and 
it made all the difference Thursday night. 

“It was huge, you know,” said Andrei Svechnikov, who broke 
his own personal drought in the win. “It would be already 
different game but it helped us for sure. They said no and the 
older guys said let’s go and we started playing kind of our 
game.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ Vincent Trocheck (16) reacts after 
New York Rangers’ Alexis Lafreniere (13) crashed into the 
net with goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) on a scoring attempt 
during the first period on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during 
game five of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in 
Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

So instead of facing elimination, the Hurricanes will take a 3-
1 win and go to New York on Saturday with a chance to 
close out the series and move on to face the waiting Tampa 
Bay Lightning – if they can finally win a game on the road. 

They maintained their undefeated home record in this 
postseason not quite entirely because the Hurricanes 
spotted what linesman David Brisebois missed, but it was as 
easy to spot that sequence as a turning point as it was to 
spot Copp being late exiting the zone after Strome brought it 
across the blue line. 

Carolina Hurricanes Brendan Smith (7) checks New York 
Rangers Kevin Rooney (17) during the second period on 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup 
second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

In the video room under the stands, deep in the Hurricanes’ 
dressing room, Chris Huffine and Michael Brown went back 
to look at the zone entry as soon as Strome gathered a loose 

puck at the left circle and beat Antti Raanta. The players on 
the ice had no idea at the time, but they were playing with 
house money. This was one video review that wasn’t replay 
lottery. It was a sure thing. 

“You’re not sure, but as soon as it happened, the process is 
checking, checking, checking,” Hurricanes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “Once we saw it, I don’t know what took so 
long. I understand they thought maybe it was brought in by 
us, but it was still — at least they got it right. You never 
know. Obviously, if we get behind there — we’d just had a 
great shift and hit the post and all of sudden they come down 
and you’re like, ‘Oh man, is it going to be one of these 
nights?’ Thankfully it wasn’t.” 

Whereas the Hurricanes’ power play had been anything but 
a sure thing throughout this entire series, going 0-for-12 
since Game 6 of the first round, and even that was little more 
than a consolation goal in a loss where the misfiring power 
play had already sunk the Hurricanes. On their first 
opportunity of the evening, they needed only 22 seconds to 
whip the puck around from Tony DeAngelo to Seth Jarvis to 
Teuvo Teravainen to break the skid. 

Throw in a Vincent Trocheck short-handed goal in the first 
period, the beneficiary of Jordan Staal’s steal from Jacob 
Trouba at one end and an improbable saucer pass from 
Staal at the other, and the Hurricanes’ special teams actually 
won them a game. Heaven forfend! 

It was Trocheck’s first goal in seven games, and Svechnikov 
added his first in six, turning Adam Fox inside-out in the 
neutral zone and beating Shesterkin with a backhand – 
appreciated by the crowd not only because of the 
circumstances but because it was exactly the kind of thing 
they’d been waiting to see from him, a game-breaking play 
by a game-breaking player. The Hurricanes outshot the 
Rangers 34-17, and they managed, this time, to turn their 
process into production. 

In New York, the Madison Square Garden fans had 
serenaded Shesterkin with “Igor!” not only after big saves but 
after he finally gave up a goal, the rare consolation chant. 
There was nothing ironic about it Thursday; it was honest 
old-fashioned mocking. Of more concern for the Rangers: 
Shesterkin stayed down for a while after a second-period 
glove save from the splits, flexing his left leg. 

Might be something. Might be nothing. But in a series this 
close, decided by both inches and yards, the smallest things 
can have an outsized impact. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 5: Carolina defeats New York, 3-1, takes 3-2 series lead 

By Chip Alexander, Luke DeCock, and Justin Pelletier 

The Carolina Hurricanes once again put their undefeated 
home record to the test against the New York Rangers in 
Game 5 of their second-round NHL playoff series Thursday 
at PNC Arena, the series tied 2-2 after the Hurricanes lost 
both games in New York. 

The NHL has not yet set a time for Game 6 on Saturday at 
Madison Square Garden in New York but that should be 
coming late Thursday after the Edmonton Oilers-Calgary 
Flames game. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Tuesday’s game — and the rest of the series — is available 
only on ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily 
Kaplan). Bally Sports South will broadcast a Hurricanes-
focused postgame show featuring Abby Labar and Shane 
Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have the call on the 
Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 

Carolina Hurricanes Brendan Smith (7) checks New York 
Rangers Kevin Rooney (17) during the second period on 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup 
second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

THIRD PERIOD 

Svech off the schneid: Andrei Svechnikov’s long goal 
drought is over. he caught the puck on a partial breakaway 
and went forehand-backhand deke on Shesterkin, roofing it 
for the score. 

Raanta locked in: After that long forecheck sequence for the 
Canes, the Rangers came down and had a chance against 
Raanta. Antti Raanta with the biggest save of his night so far, 
stopping Chris Kreider on the backdoor at the left post off a 
sublime pass from Jacob Trouba. Huge save by the Canes 
goalie to preserve the 2-1 lead. There is 7:12 left in the third. 

Stellar forecheck: The Hurricanes kept play in the New York 
zone for the better part of 4 straight minutes with multiple 
lines, forcing the Rangers to play a ton of defense and 
wearing them down. 

Power play looks good, but no scoring: Igor Shesterkin made 
a couple of solid saves on the Canes’ PP, which still looked a 
lot better this time than in past games, despite no goal. After 
the kill, the Rangers got a couple of chances against Raanta, 
but the keeper shut the door. 

Canes back to the power play: After dominating most of early 
third-period play, the Hurricanes get their second power play 
of the game when K’Andre Miller gets his stick up on 
Sebastian Aho in the center zone. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Canes carry play in the second: The period was played 
almost entirely at 5-on-5, and the Canes were decidedly 
better all around. But it was on a power play the Canes 
scored the lone goal of the period, a strike from Teravainen 
at the left circle on a sweet feed from Jarvis. After two period, 
Canes lead, 2-1. 

Another post: All alone in front, Sebastian Aho clangs the top 
right corner post behind Shesterkin. 

Reunited, if only briefly: With Jarvis away for some repairs, 
the Canes briefly reunited the old S-A-T line with 
Svechnikov, Aho and Teravainen, and generated a chance 
or two. Canes also had a solid forechecking shift from the 
Kotkaniemi-Martinook grouping, as well. 

Jarvis hurt: Canes forward Seth Jarvis gets the follow-
through of a shot in the face as he’s down blocking a shot 
and lays writhing on the ground with blood coming from his 
mouth for a while as the Rangers buzz the zone. Officials 
cannot blow the play dead until the scoring chance is over, 
and when Raanta makes the save, they do. Jarvis goes 
straight to the dressing room for some dental work. 
UPDATE: Jarvis back on the bench after being tended to in 
the room. 

Canes power play awakens: Teuvo Teravainen picks the top 
corner on a great cross-seam pass from Seth Jarvis on a 
nice play from Tony DeAngelo to keep the pusk in at the 
point. Canes are back in front, 2-1. 

Carolina Hurricanesí Jordan Martinook (48) works against 
New York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) during the 
second period on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five 
of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Canes get their first PP: Svechnikov draws a penalty as the 
Canes enter the zone as Vatrano hooks him across the 
midsection. Hurricanes will get a shot on the PP for the first 
time tonight. 

Great save Shesterkin: The Rangers keeper did a full split to 
make a glove save on a deflection in front, but at the same 
time, may have tweaked something. He was in discomfort 
heading to the bench for the media timeout, flexing his leg as 
he skated. He returned from the timeout, got into his butterfly 
in the crease and tested it out. He’s still in, we play on. 

Rangers thought they’d grabbed the lead: Quick turnaround 
shot from the left circle while engaged with a defender by 
Ryan Strome beats Raanta along the ice, between the legs, 
and the Rangers thought they had taken a 2-1 lead. BUT, the 
Canes challenge the play for it having been offside. And the 
challenge is successful. NO GOAL. Canes dodge a bullet. 

Big shot from the slot hits iron: Canes have a chance after a 
good cycle in the zone, but the shot from deep in the slot 
clangs off the bar behind Shesterkin. 

Sloppy on ‘D’, but a chance on ‘O’: The Canes came out of 
the break a little sloppy in their own end, leading to a few 
chances, though no official shots, by the Rangers. At the 
other end, Sebastian Aho had a chance very similar to a play 
that resulted in a goal last time out, with a weaker backhand 
on Shesterkin. The keeper made this save, however. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Hurricanes best 5-on-5: Stop us if you’ve heard that before. 
The Canes outshot the Rangers 11-5 in the frame, and at 
even strength Carolina was the better team. The teams 
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traded goals on Rangers power plays and emerge from the 
first period even at 1-1. 

Rangers strike back: Ian Cole’s penalty costs the Canes a 
goal. On the PP offensive zone faceoff, the puck gets sent 
across the tops of the circles to Mika Zibanejad, who one-
times it past Antti Raanta to tie things at 1-1. 

Canes back to the kill: Rangers’ Trouba lines up Ian Cole 
and misses, but to rub it in, Cole crosschecks him in the 
back. That is also no allowed, and Cole sits for two minutes. 

First goal to the Canes: Shorthanded, the Canes get one on 
the “power kill,” with Jordan Stall floating a pass for Vincent 
Trocheck and the finish from the right post beats Igor 
Shesterkin with Svechnikov still in the box for another nine 
seconds. Pretty play. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Vincent Trocheck (16) celebrates with 
Jordan Staal (11), Brady Skjei (76), and Brett Pesce (22) 
after scoring on New York Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin 
(31) to take a 1-0 lead during the first period on Thursday, 
May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

First power play to Rangers: Andrei Svechnikov runs over 
Tyler Motte too close to the boards, runs him INTO the 
boards and that is not allowed. Svechnikov sits for two 
minutes and the Rangers get their first power play of the 
game. 

Controversy: Alexis Lafreniere slides into the goal cage to 
thwart a Canes wraparound attempt as Shesterkin was 
clearly beat. Given Lafreniere was sliding and not in control, 
no penalty on the play. And there wasn’t a penalty to call 
there anyway. But the sequence got the crowd into a lather. 

Early 5-on-5 edge to Canes: The better of 5-on-5 play has 
favored the Canes here in the early going. Shesterkin fought 
through a crowd in front to smother a pusk on a short side 
chance by the Staal line. 

First good scoring chance to Canes: A good forecheck leads 
to a couple of good chances in on Shesterkin, including one 
wraparound from behind the cage that the Russian keeper 
stuffed with his right pad. 

First shot, NYR: The Rangers give Antti Raanta a tester to 
open the shooting up tonight as New York fires a shot in off 
the faceoff win from the right point. The Canes’ goalie 
nonchalantly scoopes it with his mitt. 

PREGAME 

Line shuffling: With Jordan Martinook drawing back into the 
lineup, the Canes have rejiggered their lines a little bit 
tonight. Looking at: 

Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas 

Niederreiter-Staal-Fast 

Domi-Kotkaniemi-Martinook 

Slavin-DeAngelo 

Skjei-Pesce 

Smith-Cole 

Raanta 

MORNING UPDATE 

Jordan Martinook appears ready to return to the lineup for 
the first time since he was injured in Game 3 of the first-
round series against the Boston Bruins. He would replace 
Steven Lorentz, although Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
wouldn’t commit to the change Thursday morning. 

Steve Kozari and Chris Lee are the referees. That duo 
worked Game 7 of the first-round series against the Boston 
Bruins and Lee also worked Game 4 of that series. David 
Brisebois and Matt MacPherson are the linesmen. 

Quietly, Sebastian Aho passed Eric Staal and Ron Francis 
for the most playoff points and assists, respectively, in 
franchise history in the Game 4 loss. He needs one goal to 
tie and two to pass Staal in playoff goals and claim 
ownership of all three scoring categories. 

With a win Thursday, the Hurricanes would be the first team 
since 2014 to win its first seven home playoff games. The 
Rangers already became the first team since that season to 
recover from multi-game deficits in consecutive playoff 
series. 

Former U.S. National Team star — and Seven Lakes 
resident — Clint Dempsey is the pregame siren sounder. 
NASCAR driver Harrison Burton and N.C. State football 
coach Dave Doeren were scheduled to handle intermission 
duties. 
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Hurricanes stifle Rangers in Game 5 win, can close out playoff series on Saturday 

By Chip Alexander 

The Carolina Hurricanes were playing at home in the 
playoffs. 

The Canes scored a power-play goal and a shorthanded 
goal. 

The Canes also won a coach’s challenge, disallowing a New 
York Rangers goal. 

That all added up to a 3-1 victory in Game 5 of the second-
round playoff series at PNC Arena, keeping the Hurricanes 
undefeated at home in the playoffs and now one win away 
from advancing to the Eastern Conference finals. 

The Canes will get that chance in Game 6, Saturday at 
Madison Square Garden in New York. While 7-0 at PNC 
Arena, the Canes are 0-5 on the road and lost their first two 
games to the Rangers at the Garden. 

Vincent Trocheck had the Canes’ shorthanded score in the 
first period and Teuvo Teravainen had the power-play strike 
in the second – Carolina’s first power-play goal in the series. 

When Andrei Svechnikov forced a turnover and scored on a 
breakaway in the third, cleanly beating Igor Shesterkin with a 
backhand through the pads with seven minutes left in 
regulation, PNC Arena was rumbling. 

It wasn’t a very busy day for Canes goalie Antti Raanta but 
he had his share of timely stops, including a save against 
Chris Kreider before Svechnikov’s breakaway. 

The Canes did everything needed to win this day Rookie 
forward Seth Jarvis might have lost a few teeth, and certainly 
lost some blood, taking a Ryan Strome stick in the mouth as 
the Rangers forward got off a shot in the second period. 

The Rangers found good shots – or any shots – hard to 
come by, finishing with 17 in the game. One factor in limiting 
the New York shots: possession time. The Canes spent a lot 
of time in the New York zone, making the Rangers skate and 
work. 

The Canes’ power-play troubles have been well chronicled. 
Before Thursday’s game, they had scored on just nine of 
their last 100 power plays — stretching into the regular 
season — and were 5-for-45 in the playoffs, 0-9 against the 
Rangers. 

But Teravainen’s score at 9:47 of the second ended that 
futility. Teravainen beat Shesterkin with a quick shot from the 
bottom of the left circle off a Jarvis pass. 

Special-teams play was a tradeoff in the first period, which 
ended 1-1. 

After an offensive-zone penalty on the Canes’ Andrei 
Svechnikov, Jordan Staal and Trocheck teamed up on 
Carolina’s shorthanded score – the Canes’ second of the 
series. On a two-on-one rush, Staal made a well-executed 
saucer pass and Trocheck finished for his fourth goal of the 
playoffs at 12:57 of the first. 

The Canes were not as efficient on their second penalty – a 
cross-checking call against defenseman Ian Cole, who 
cross-checked Jacob Trouba. It took the Rangers six 
seconds to convert on the power play, Mika Zibanejad one-
timing a shot from the left circle for his sixth of the playoffs. 

There were near-miss opportunities for both teams in the first 
two periods. Trocheck came inches from scoring on a wrap-
around in the first — Andrew Lafreniere and the Rangers’ 
Ryan Strome had a goal wiped out by an offside call against 
New York. 

Strome blistered a shot from the left circle and beat Raanta 
at 4:57 of the second. But Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
challenged it, claiming offside on the Rangers’ Andrew Copp 
and had the goal disallowed. 

After Teravainen’s power-play score, the Canes nearly 
added another goal. Sebastian Aho was left alone between 
the circle but rang the post with his shot with 3:14 left in 
second. 
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Canes’ Teuvo Teravainen delivers a Game 5 win in his usual style 

By Sara Civian 

There are too many golden deadpan Teuvo Teravainen 
interviews to pick a favorite. A few from this month alone still 
inspire a giggle. 

But for some reason, one interaction I had with the succinct 
Finn after the Canes’ 2019 Eastern Conference final run 
always stands out. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had mentioned he 
thought Teravainen’s “compete level” improved during the 
season and into the playoffs. I approached Teravainen at his 
stall (ah, the good ol’ days) and started to ask him a question 
based on Brind’Amour’s comment. 

Teravainen interrupted. 

“Wait, he said something nice about me?” he asked. “That’s 
good.” 

Then I asked whether the rumors were true — did his 
compete level change? 

“I knew if it wasn’t good, I would have to have a little meeting 
with him,” he said. “We didn’t really have that meeting.” 

Knowing what I know now about Brind’Amour and 
Teravainen, I wonder if it was ever really about the “compete 
level.” Brind’Amour often speaks vaguely about how 
understanding and relating to his players is more important 
than the X’s and O’s of coaching. 

Maybe Teravainen is a rare case study into how that actually 
works. Because when it comes to the 27-year-old winger 
who won a Stanley Cup with the Blackhawks in 2015, you 
get what you get. 

He’s always going to hate practice, he is always going to 
look for a pass over a shot, and he is always going to be less 
than thrilled about speaking with the media. He could 
pretend to be enthusiastic about these things, but you’d 
know he was faking it. 

He’s also proved throughout his career that he’s always 
going to play the same game, the kind where he could have 
a three-point night and you don’t really realize until after the 
game that he’s the reason for the win. He’s also proved more 
willing to shoot because of the encouragement of 
Brind’Amour and his teammates, and it’s been a great 
success. 

Teravainen’s gorgeous, Game 5-winning power-play goal 
ended the Hurricanes’ drought on the man advantage at 21 
minutes, 18 seconds and 0-for-12 — since Round 1, Game 
6. And don’t look now, but Teravainen is leading Carolina 
with 11 playoff points, including four goals. 

“We know the talent is there,” Brind’Amour said of 
Teravainen’s impact after Thursday’s 3-1 win. “He’s a sneaky 
skill player that you see on that goal. That’s a catch-and-
shoot that not many guys can do at that pace and to put it in 

the right spot. Nothing bothers him. He’s cool. Does that help 
at this time of year? I think it helps because his game doesn’t 
change.” 

Teravainen’s generally unchanged game, save for an extra 
shot or two, has kept the Canes afloat as some of the other 
heavy hitters have struggled to find their way on the road this 
postseason. But if Game 5 was any indication, Andrei 
Svechnikov and Vincent Trocheck might be catching up just 
in time. 

The Hurricanes take a 3-2 series lead to Madison Square 
Garden on Saturday as they look for their first road win. 

• Seth Jarvis returned to the bench a few shifts after a tough-
to-watch sequence in the second period when he was lying 
on the ice, bleeding from his mouth. 

I know it’s a rule that the other team can keep playing until 
the team of the injured player gets possession, but it’s tough 
to watch and feels inhumane. The full rule reads: “When a 
player is injured so that he cannot continue play or go to his 
bench, the play shall not be stopped until the injured player’s 
team has secured control of the puck. If the player’s team is 
in control of the puck at the time of injury, play shall be 
stopped immediately unless his team is in a scoring position. 
In the case where it is obvious that a player has sustained a 
serious injury, the Referee and/or Linesman may stop the 
play immediately.” 

In any event, the 20-year-old “kid” is breaking out this 
postseason. Jarvis’ assist on the Teravainen game winner 
was stellar, he’s provided a much-needed jump throughout 
the series, and he has seven points in 12 games. This is all 
despite a “banged-up” lower body … and now some banged-
up teeth. 

“He’s banged up. It’s not pretty,” Brind’Amour said. “But I 
give him a lot of credit. This kid is growing on me every day. 
You watch it. It’s pretty impressive.” 

• I have many thoughts on the short-handed Trocheck goal. 
First, good for him for getting on the scoresheet for the first 
time this series. Second, it was the fruit of the evening’s 
persistent neutral-zone labor. Third, these net-front tucks are 
exactly what the Canes need more of if they are to defeat 
Igor Shesterkin. 

• Fourth and foremost, I can’t watch this video of Jordan 
Staal’s short-handed pass to Trocheck enough times. Talk 
about a satisfying image. 

“(Staal) did a really good job,” Trocheck said. “He was at 
point and kind of wedged (Jacob) Trouba one way, and 
Trouba was trying to go the other, and it caused him to 
fumble the puck. It landed right on my stick. They skated by 
me, and I had a little bit of time. The pass that Jordan made 
was incredible.” 

• Did Trouba dive on Ian Cole’s penalty late in the first 
period? Probably. Is that a cross-check normally called in the 
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playoffs? I’m not sure. Are we all hanging out on a rock 
hurtling around the sun? Absolutely, yes. Point is, it has 
seemed like the Hurricanes have at times let bad bounces 
and questionable calls decide things for them during this 
series. But when the Rangers capitalized on that power play 
to make it 1-1, you didn’t feel like the game was over. Maybe 
that’s because Trocheck had just scored short-handed, but 
the vibes don’t lie. 

• I was starting to like the Canes’ odds on the penalty kill 
more than the power play until Teravainen finally broke 
through. The Canes have scored once on their own power 
play and twice on the Rangers’ power play this series. 

• Nice catch from video coach Chris Huffine and PR 
extraordinaire Mike Brown on the offside call with Ryan 
Strome’s disallowed goal. “Yeah, it’s huge,” Svechnikov 
agreed. “That would be 2-1; they would be up. It would be a 
really different game. But they said no and all the guys said, 
‘Let’s go,’ and from that we started playing our game.” 

• I include that Svechnikov quote because it is very 
charming, but I agree more with Trocheck’s take on the 
ordeal. “Usually, I think those types of goals are what change 
games and change momentum,” he said. “But we were 
prepared tonight, and the mentality on the bench didn’t 
change from the start of the game to the end. Even when 
they scored that goal, I think we were pretty confident. We 
had confidence and played hard the whole game.” 

• If we’re bashing the Hurricanes’ road play, we also need to 
give credit to their home play. They had their most dominant 
performance of the series Thursday, led by a persistent 
checking presence on all four lines and a defensive clinic. It 
felt like them. The forecheck was dialed in the whole game, 
including, most importantly, through the middle of the third 
during the Rangers’ potential comeback. They collected a lot 
of neutral-zone garbage, and it paid off all game. The Canes 
held the Rangers to 17 shots, the fewest they’ve allowed in a 
game this postseason. There are a few stats one can rattle 
off about this, but the game chart sums it up. 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Oilers eliminate Flames; Hurricanes take 3-2 lead 

By Harman Dayal and Max Bultman 

Game 5: Hurricanes 3, Rangers 1 | Carolina leads 3-2 

Who was The Guy? One of the biggest stories heading into 
Game 5 was how quiet Carolina’s second line had been in 
this series. New York has the bigger stars at every position, 
but the Hurricanes’ advantage was supposed to be how 
much deeper they are. That edge finally came through 
Thursday night as Vincent Trocheck potted his first goal (and 
point) of the series. Trocheck was buzzing early and nearly 
scored on a wraparound if not for a diving block by Alexis 
Lafrenière. He was skating well, looked dynamic and finally 
broke through short-handed. Trocheck stripped the Rangers 
on the entry and finished the short-handed counterattack 
after a gorgeous saucer pass by Jordan Staal. 

What was the key? Carolina’s smothering defensive play as 
a five-man unit. It’s often said that defense begins with 
checking well in the offensive zone, and the Canes were a 
textbook example of that. New York mustered just 17 shots 
on goal. Forget trying to find time and space in the slot in the 
offensive zone; the Rangers had no space to navigate out of 
their own end. They couldn’t solve Carolina’s forecheck, 
which was bolstered by how well the defensemen were 
pinching, and the result was that most of the game was 
spent in New York’s end. 

Key stat: Staal’s line played 10:09 head-to-head against 
Mika Zibanejad at five-on-five. In that time, Zibanejad’s line 
mustered just a single shot on goal. Rod Brind’Amour took 
full advantage of having the last change on home ice. The 
matchups advantage is a big reason the Canes have been 
so dominant at PNC Arena, now 7-0 at home in the 
postseason. 

Moment of the game: When Carolina finally scored on the 
power play. Controlling the even-strength battle is vital, yes, 
but you’re not going to last long if your man advantage can’t 
convert. The Hurricanes had yet to score on the power play 
heading into Game 5, but Teuvo Teravainen made sure to 
snap that streak. Seth Jarvis, who had a tremendous all-
around game, made a great pass, and Teravainen made no 
mistake for what finished as the game winner. 

Moment it was over: We spoke earlier about how Trocheck 
finally got rolling in the series, and the same can be said for 
Andrei Svechnikov. Svechnikov’s sweet breakaway move to 
double Carolina’s lead with less than 10 minutes left in the 
third was the dagger. New York had a chance when it was 
within one, but when the deficit turned to two, you knew there 
was no chance the Rangers were getting back in without a 
miracle considering how lackluster their offense was looking. 

Hurricanes worry meter:    … Trocheck, Svechnikov and 
the power play all started producing, which is a massive sigh 
of relief. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Game 5 was an ugly 
one for them, but they’ll at least have a chance to dictate 
matchups and free Zibanejad from Staal now that they’ll 
return home to MSG. 

Game 5: Oilers 5, Flames 4 (OT) | Oilers win 4-1 

Who was The Guy? Zach Hyman was outstanding again for 
the Oilers, but Thursday the answer had to be Leon Draisaitl. 
Playing on what’s believed to be an injured ankle, Draisaitl 
assisted on four of Edmonton’s five goals, including Connor 
McDavid’s overtime winner. And that’s been the story of the 
series for Draisaitl — he had three or more points in every 
game against the Flames, and again, he’s done it all with an 
injury. It’s been a warrior’s effort. 

What was the key? There’s one rather significant moment 
that could very well be the answer here, but we’ll get to that 
in a moment. On a more macro level, it’s about the Oilers’ 
response, multiple times, when trailing — and, on the flip 
side, the inability of the Flames to slam the door. Calgary led 
this game 2-0 and 4-3 at various points. But just as the Oilers 
have done throughout this series (they trailed by two or more 
goals in three of the five games), they battled right back, 
undeterred, and came out with a win on the road to advance. 

The easy story to write is about Edmonton’s superstars 
coming of age and the team’s veteran additions (such as 
Hyman) showing why they were brought in. And there’d be 
truth to it. But the other side of it is an ugly story for the 
Flames, who came into the postseason as a legitimate threat 
in the West because of their defense and instead are done 
after a stunningly mediocre series from their Vezina-finalist 
netminder, Jacob Markstrom. 

Key stat: .882. That would be the highest single-game save 
percentage Markstrom posted in this series, in Game 3, after 
posting a .943 average in Round 1. Calgary’s defense could 
not slow the Oilers’ big guns from getting chances either, so 
this is certainly not to place the blame solely on the Calgary 
crease. There were plenty of problems. But the Flames 
needed more from Markstrom in this series, and they didn’t 
get it. 

Moment it was over: This one speaks for itself: 

Moment of the game: OK, here’s what you came here to 
read about. With 5:57 left in the third period, Blake Coleman 
— who was outstanding in this game for the Flames — 
appeared to give Calgary a late 5-4 lead on a hard crash to 
the net. It would have been a fitting way for Calgary to grind 
out a hard-fought win to stay alive. But when the referees 
went to the tablets, things started to get dicey. At issue was 
whether Coleman had kicked the puck into the net, which 
turned out to be a much more complicated question than it 
might sound. 

Coleman’s skate unquestionably made contact with the puck. 
He also appeared to be reaching for that contact. But the 
question was whether he made a distinct kicking motion to 
do so, and with no windup — on a puck that looked destined 
to go in regardless of whether he had touched it — reaction 
to the play was sharply split. The referees took the goal off 
the board, which was probably the right call but nonetheless 
a hard one to stomach given the circumstances in the game 
and marginality of the “kick.” When Edmonton went on to win 
in overtime, ending one of the best series of the playoffs so 
far in just five games, it cemented that this reversal will be 
discussed for years to come. 
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Are the Hurricanes getting Shesterkin’d? How to explain road woes? Bag of Jerks 

By Sara Civian 

The bad news: The Hurricanes are 0-5 on the road this 
postseason. They blew their second 2-0 series lead as the 
Rangers tied it up in New York City, and if the Canes are to 
advance, they will once again have little rest against their 
next opponent. 

The good news: The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home, and Game 
5 is at PNC on Thursday. If necessary, Game 7 will be, too. 

How concerned should we be about this home-ice tilt trend? 
Does it really mean that much? Is there something the 
Canes can do to change it? 

It’s definitely time for an impromptu playoff Bag of Jerks. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity and 
length.) 

Hello Sara, Should I panic? I’m thinking about panicking. IS 
IT TIME TO PANIC?!?! — Keith R. 

Keith! 

Methinks it is not yet the time to panic, despite some of the 
gloomy discourse. There are areas of concern, don’t get me 
wrong: The power play, the last change, the lack of 
production from the top guys, the existence of Igor 
Shesterkin. But I am not a proponent of panicking until the 
Canes lose a game at home. 

Narratives aside, it’s now a best-of-three series. So, if they 
lose Thursday, I will allow you one (1) ounce of panic. 

Do you think the Canes are missing something specific that’s 
causing them to lose road games, or is it a combination of 
disadvantageous matchups and the Rangers’ home-ice 
advantage? — Erin M. 

This is the mind-boggling question of the Canes’ postseason, 
and I’ve been thinking about it and asking about it to no avail. 
No one on the Hurricanes has much of an explanation for the 
phenomenon. They generally point to the fact that they’re 
losing the special team battles more frequently on the road. 

“I don’t think it’s on our mind that we haven’t won in the 
postseason on the road,” Ian Cole said ahead of Game 4. “I 
think it’s more the fact that we squandered some 
opportunities in the Boston series. Last game, we were in a 
pretty decent spot and squandered that opportunity as well. I 
think everyone is aware that we need to put a stranglehold 
on this series. There’s a sense of urgency and a sense of 
desperation that we don’t want to put ourselves in the same 
situation as with Boston.” 

Well, they are now in that situation again. They pulled it off 
before, but it felt like the games against Boston were much 
more dominant for each team at home, where the games 
against New York have been tighter all around. 

I think we make a bigger deal about matchups in the last 
change sense than we should. You need to expect that any 
opponent in the playoffs is going to give your top lines 
trouble, and they simply need to rise above it. As much as 
we galaxy brain this stuff, when you get to the second round, 

your best players need to have their best performances. That 
hasn’t been the case for the Canes. 

Whatever the reason (Igor Shesterkin, anyone?), the Canes 
can’t bank on the same results they had in Round 1. 

They don’t seem as discouraged as many of the fans are, 
though. 

“It’s not like we’re going into a game being like ‘Oh, we’re on 
the road, we’re going to lose,’” Jordan Martinook said ahead 
of Game 5. “That’s definitely not the mindset. It’s just the way 
it’s played out. It’s definitely not in anybody’s heads or 
anything. We’re fine.” 

What happened to our goal scorers? — Becky M. 

After Game 2, I asked Brind’Amour why he thought the 
Hurricanes defense was scoring so much throughout the 
playoffs. Tony DeAngelo and Jaccob Slavin led the team in 
points in the first round, and Brendan Smith and Ian Cole 
scored the big goals in the first two games of the second 
round. Brind’Amour’s answer was telling — and mind you, 
this was before the Canes went down 2-2 on the series. 

“That actually makes me think about why the other guys 
aren’t scoring, he said. “I think that’s the better question.” 

Aho has been generally solid at home throughout the 
playoffs, with four goals and eight points in the six games at 
PNC — including two goals and three points in two games 
against the Rangers. But when he disappears from the 
scoresheet on the road (no goals and one point in five 
games), so do the Canes. That’s been an issue, but you 
maybe expect that with the matchups and Shesterkin. What 
you need is for the other offensive heavy hitters to step up. 

Vincent Trocheck hasn’t scored a point in six games. Andrei 
Svechnikov hasn’t scored one in the past five. We all know 
Martin Necas doesn’t have a goal in the playoffs, and he 
doesn’t have a point in the past five games, either. And I 
wouldn’t call Jesperi Kotkaniemi a “goal scorer,” but I’d 
expect at least one goal through his 11 playoff games, and 
he’s only got an assist to his name. 

What gives? 

For some, it’s a bit of puck luck and shot selection. There 
have been a few situations where it felt like Svechnikov, who 
leads the Canes with 29 shots in the playoffs, would’ve had a 
goal if he elevated the puck or made the tiniest adjustment to 
his shot selection. Sometimes it’s felt like the rebounds are 
there for the taking in front of Shesterkin and the Canes have 
needed to improve on the second effort. 

Necas has been frustrating to watch, but no one is more 
frustrated about it than him. I thought he had his strongest 
performance of the series in Game 4, and maybe that bodes 
well for Game 5. That rung post was loud. 

“I’m confident that eventually (the shots) are going to find the 
back of the net. Maybe as a forward group, we can do a little 
better to be in (Shesterkin’s) eyes and get to loose pucks out 
there,” Aho said. “Dirty goals. You get one of those, you get 
confidence and all of a sudden, you get all kinds of goals.” 
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In your opinion, are Necas’ struggles just bad puck luck or 
actual regression? He looked better in Game 4, but he’s had 
three or four Grade A chances in the playoffs with zero 
goals. Following that, any idea what his contract could look 
like this summer? — Ray S. 

What came first: The chicken or the bad bounces? 

The thing is, none of this exists in a vacuum. Necas has 
been gripping the stick a bit too tight throughout the season, 
and a lot factors into it: his own scoring woes, the contract 
season, scoring four goals then getting demoted to the fourth 
line, maybe too many similar players (wingers who can play 
center) on the Canes. 

The trend has extended through the playoffs, and Necas’ 
postseason start, in particular, was tough. I will say, he 
appears to be trending in the right direction with his Game 4 
performance. Problem is, the Canes don’t have time for their 
skill guys to “trend in the right direction” tied 2-2 in a playoff 
series. Necas has an elusive shot when he uses it, and it 
could be a great tool against Shesterkin. 

Part of it is also, I think, that the Canes have been trying to 
use Necas as an energy guy or two-way glue guy when that 
just isn’t who he is (or will ever be). So to answer your 
second question, the contract is going to be tricky. Everyone 
expected a breakout season and the next step. 

He didn’t have a horrible season or anything, with 14 goals 
and 40 points in 78 games, but there was another gear 
anticipated. 

The additions of Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Seth Jarvis seem to 
have pushed Necas to the perimeter in terms of the Canes’ 
current deployment and future. I can’t imagine Necas’ next 
contract looking like anything more than a bridge deal, and I 
think it would be good for him to get a bigger role elsewhere 
if the Canes can’t use him in the way he’s meant to be used. 

How much should we be concerned about Ryan Reaves? — 
Rom P. 

My honest opinion? Reaves did what he had to do to help 
win Game 4, but I don’t think he got into the Canes’ heads in 
any long-term kind of way. It looked like they were thinking 
about his words at the beginning of the game Tuesday. Even 
though it was Jacob Trouba who ended up delivering the hit 
to Max Domi, the Canes went into the game expecting the 
Rangers to make runs at them, and it felt like they were 
trying too hard to win that game inside the game. 

Then Steven Lorentz gets the instigator, the Rangers 
capitalize on the power play and the Canes are chasing a 
game it never felt like they’d come back from. 

I do think it’s a lesson learned and we won’t see it again. 

How much of an effect is Igor having on the Hurricanes’ 
minds? Seems like a lot of extra passing, especially Tuesday 
night, to get an extra opening in net. — Bryan O. 

I think it’s less about Shesterkin getting in their heads and 
more about his flat-out elite skill. This guy is a Hart finalist for 

a reason, and after a few tough Round 1 goals allowed (but 
those were more on the guys in front of him), he’s seemed to 
chill out and return to his regular-season form. Good goalies 
seem to level out like that as the playoffs go on. 

I’d also point to Game 3 and the Hurricanes’ high shot 
volume to refute your point. 

If we want to talk about mind games, though, I think Game 4 
showed that the Canes might be putting themselves in their 
own heads. Maybe that extra pass comes from not wanting 
to be the one who loses the possession on the power play off 
a weak shot. 

How would you fix the power play? — Alyssa T. 

At this point, the Hurricanes’ power-play scoring woes are 
also evident in their five-on-five play, and it comes down to a 
few things. Opponents are obviously better in the playoffs, 
everyone is playing their absolute hardest on the penalty kill, 
and it’s not as easy as it is in the regular season to score on 
the man advantage. 

Now that we’ve got that excuse out of the way, the 
aforementioned goal scorers simply need to be better on the 
power play and at five-on-five. The honest answer is the 
Hurricanes can’t change much about their power play 
scheme at this time of the year. And that scheme seems to 
be making a few passes up high, taking a shot and losing 
possession. 

They need to be more north-south than east-west, but 
knowing how to get them to do that in the playoffs is above 
my pay grade. 

So Brind’Amour is pretty averse to change, as we’ve all seen 
over the years. Do you feel like this is becoming an issue? 
Especially in this series? — Jeff W. 

Brind’Amour’s reluctance to change certain things about the 
lineup has definitely become a #narrative, and at times it has 
been valid to question. But I do think he’s made a few great 
changes throughout these playoffs, so I’m not sure why the 
narrative is continuing or what people want to suggest. A few 
examples: He promoted Max Domi in Game 6 of the first 
round, and Domi scored two Game 7 goals. He re-united 
Aho and Teuvo Teravainen, and they automatically went 
back to working their magic. He’s rotated Derek Stepan and 
Steven Lorentz and could be bringing in Martinook for Game 
5. 

He even promoted Nino Niederreiter to the first power-play 
unit to shake things up. 

What else is there to do that would honestly have an impact? 

Is it feasible to use Staal as a FOGO (face off, get off) like in 
lacrosse? — Craig T. 

Next time the Canes go into overtime, watch the first shift. 
Brind’Amour has literally started doing that, and it’s 
awesome. 
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Hurricanes’ ‘sometimes-stars’ return in key Game 5 win 

By Cory Lavalette  

RALEIGH — You need your best players to be at their best 
to win in the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

And the Hurricanes’ best might have finally shown up for 
their second round series against the New York Rangers. 

Sebastian Aho may not have had any points in Thursday’s 
Game 5 — he did hit the iron twice — but he showed up on 
the scoresheet with a career-high five blocked shots as 
Carolina held the Rangers to just 17 shots on goal. 

Vincent Trocheck, without a point in his last six games, 
finished off a beautiful pass from Jordan Staal for a 
shorthanded goal. 

Tony DeAngelo picked up his first point of the series with an 
assist on Teuvo Teravainen’s power play goal in the second 
period, which also ended Carolina’s five-game drought with 
the man advantage. 

And Andrei Svechnikov, searching for his scoring touch all 
postseason, found it in the third period, finishing a 
breakaway and sealing the Hurricanes’ 3-1 win to give them 
another victory at PNC Arena and a 3-2 edge in the best-of-
seven series. 

“Everyone played well,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “It’s kind of the game that I’ve been waiting for.” 

Staal and Jaccob Slavin, the team’s two pillars of 
consistency, have been their usual selves, with Staal erasing 
whatever assignment he’s given and Slavin sweeping pucks 
off Rangers’ sticks like the world’s best janitor. 

But while they’re a big reason why the Hurricanes had their 
best regular season in franchise history, it has been the 
team’s depth — with its ability to have a different player be 
the hero on any given shift — that has been the real star of 
the team. 

And it had been missing most of the postseason — until 
Thursday. 

Sure, Ian Cole, Max Domi and Brendan Smith had their big 
moments, and Antti Raanta has silenced all his doubters by 
being perhaps the best goalie of the playoffs’ first two 
rounds. 

But on a team without a true superstar, the Hurricanes have 
always relied on their sometimes-stars to step up at different 
times. 

They’re the “Not Ready For Primetime Players” of the NHL, 
and the skit they performed Thursday struck a perfect tone. 

“I don’t know how to explain it, to be honest with you,” 
Brind’Amour said of the team’s power play suddenly coming 
back to life, though he might as well have been opining about 
his team’s ability to do what they do without a McDavid or a 
Makar. 

Even the players who broke through Thursday shrugged off 
the idea of a weight being lifted off their shoulders. 

“A little bit relieved,” Svechnikov said, “but the next day for 
me is going to be the same. I’m gonna work hard.” 

Trocheck, who had five points in the first round but didn’t get 
his first in the New York series until his shorthanded goal, 
seemed even less interested in the personal numbers. 

“If you were to tell our team, anybody on our team, you tell 
them that they have zero points in the playoffs and win the 
Stanley Cup, I don’t think any of us would care,” he said. 

There are still questions to be answered. 

Can the Hurricanes’ power play match its success from 
Game 5? Will Svechnikov, Trocheck and DeAngelo build off 
their performances? 

Most importantly, can the Hurricanes finally find a way to win 
on the road after losing their first five games of the 
postseason away from PNC Arena? 

“You just do it,” Trocheck said. “There’s no formula for it.” 

Carolina, however, seemed to rediscover their formula 
Thursday. There wasn’t a hat trick or a 50-save effort in goal. 
One player didn’t hoist the team on its back and carry it to 
victory. 

Instead, it was small moments, like 20-year-old rookie Seth 
Jarvis making the pass to Teravainen for his power play goal 
and then on his next shift taking a shaft of the stick to the 
mouth trying to block a shot. He went for the locker room but 
left behind a pool of blood, only to return less than four 
minutes later. 

“It’s not pretty,” Brind’Amour said of Jarvis’ bloated lower lip. 
“I give him a lot of credit. This kid’s growing on me every 
day.” 

And the team that Brind’Amour molded in his image is finally 
showing it’s ready for primetime. 

“I don’t usually take a lot of stock in one game into the next, 
good or bad,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s always about the next 
game and it takes a life of its own. 

“But that’s definitely the way we want to do it.” 
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Canes continue home ice dominance to take 3-2 series lead 

By Brett Friedlander  

RALEIGH — For the Carolina Hurricanes, home continues to 
be where the heart is. 

As well as the playoff wins. 

Vincent Trocheck scored a shorthanded goal, Teuvo 
Teravainen scored on the power play and Andrei Svechnikov 
scored for the first time in the series as the Canes extended 
their franchise-record home playoff winning streak to seven 
on Thursday by beating the New York Rangers 3-1 at PNC 
Arena and taking a 3-2 lead in the series. 

Carolina has yet to lose on its home ice this postseason. 
Now the task turns to winning on the road, where the 
Hurricanes can wrap up the best-of-seven second round 
series on Saturday with a victory in Game 6 at Madison 
Square Garden. 

“I think we played our game and we were just everywhere 
kind of,” said Svechnikov, who put the game away by 
converting a breakaway 13 minutes into the third period. “I 
think we’ve just got to just move that game to the next game 
and we’ll have success from that.” 

The Canes, as they have at home throughout the playoffs, 
dominated their own end with a smothering defensive 
performance that limited the Rangers to single-digit shots in 
each of the three periods. 

Goalie Antti Raanta needed to make 16 saves to earn the 
victory. And yet, it was a puck that got past him that helped 
turn the game into his team’s favor. 

It happened five minutes into the second period when with 
the score tied at one, the Rangers’ Ryan Strome created a 
turnover at the blue line, retrieved the puck between the 
circles and beat Raanta with a quick wrist shot. 

The goal, however, didn’t count. 

After a challenge by Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, it 
was determined by video review that New York’s Andrew 
Copp was offside.  

“You’re never sure, but as soon as it happened, the process 
is check it, check it, check it,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know 
why it took so long, it was pretty clear. But at least they got it 
right.” 

The reversal seemed to light a fire under the Canes.  

Instead of being down 2-1 and in danger of having their 
home-ice advantage — and perhaps the series — slip away, 
it was Carolina that took the 2-1 lead just over five minutes 

later when Teravainen took a cross-ice feed from Seth Jarvis 
and snapped a high shot past New York goalie Igor 
Shesterkin high inside the far post. 

The goal was significant in more ways than just the 
scoreboard. It came with the Rangers’ Frank Vatrano in the 
penalty box for hooking Svechnikov, ending an 0-for-9 power 
play drought in the series.  

Carolina hadn’t scored with the man advantage since Game 
6 of its first round series against Boston on May 12. 

“It’s weird. We’ve been in that funk for a long time,” 
Brind’Amour said. “That obviously was much better tonight.” 

As overdue as the power play was, Svechnikov was even 
more in need of a breakthrough. And he got it at a most 
opportune time. 

With seven minutes remaining and the Canes clinging to a 
one-goal lead, the struggling star beat New York’s Adam Fox 
to the puck at center ice, broke free on Shesterkin and slid 
the puck between the goalie’s pads to give his team a two-
goal cushion. 

It wasn’t just Svechnikov’s first goal of the series, it was also 
his first point. 

“Svechie is going to get his goals,” said teammate Trocheck. 
“He plays hard every night.” 

Like Svechnikov, Trocheck had also been held without a 
point through the first four games against the Rangers.  

He got off the schneid at 12:57 of the first period when, with 
Svechnikov in the box, he started a 2-on-1 break with Jordan 
Staal by dislodging the puck from Rangers antagonist Jacob 
Trouba. Staal then lifted a perfect pass over a diving K’Andre 
Miller that Trocheck finished for the Canes’ second 
shorthanded goal of the series. 

New York got even four minutes later, this time with Ian Cole 
serving a penalty, when Mika Zibanejad rocketed a one-timer 
past Raanta from the left circle. 

From that point on, it was all Carolina, which could have 
been even more dominant on the scoreboard as it was in the 
flow of play had Sebastian Aho not hit the post twice in the 
second period. 

“That’s just the type of game we play,” Trocheck said. “We 
play a hard-nosed game, we play smart and above them. 
That’s how we played all regular season. We kind of got 
away from that the first couple games of the series, but when 
we play our game I like our chances against anybody.” 
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Gold: Game 5 preview and a feeling of deja vu 

By Adam Gold 

Contrary to #CanesTwitter, the series between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and New York Rangers is not over. Well, it’s 
almost over as there are only a maximum of three games left 
regardless of which team wins Game 5. But, the notion that 
the Canes can’t beat the Rangers after losing twice in New 
York defies logic. 

Were you asleep two weeks ago when the Hurricanes went 
to Boston, lost twice at TD Garden and then followed that up 
with a win in Game 5 over the Bruins? I mean, apart from a 
few minor details, the scenario is exactly the same. 

Carolina was the better team through two games at home. 
Went to New York, and while they played pretty well in Game 
3, didn’t in Game 4 and came off their discipline a bit and 
that was enough for New York to even the series. The same 
thing happened against the Bruins. Then Carolina bounced 
back and won Game 5 on home ice. There isn’t much 
difference between the Hurricanes and Rangers, statistically 
speaking, and the fact that this series is 2-2 shouldn’t be 
surprising to a single person who follows the National 
Hockey League. 

With that said, New York does have the hands-down Vezina 
Trophy winning goaltender this year in Igor Shesterkin. New 
York’s latest star goalie has a .959 SV% in this series. Their 
four high-end offensive players (Artemi Panarin, Mika 
Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and Adam Fox) combined for 328 
points this year – plus another 42 in the playoffs. And, the 
Rangers’ power play, one of the best during the regular 
season, is operating at a 26.7% clip in the playoffs. 

Antti Raanta’s been great in goal for the Hurricanes, but it’s 
those other two areas that have some feeling as though 
Carolina trails in this 2-2 series. The Canes’ top four 
offensive performers (Sebastian Aho, Andrei Svechnikov, 
Teuvo Teravainen and Tony DeAngelo) combined for 286 
points during the regular season but just 31 in the playoffs. 

That has extended to the power play which is now 5 for 45 
(11.1%) in 11 games. 

Gotta get it in gear... 

Andrei Svechnikov has gone without a point in eight of his 
last nine games. Jesperi Kotkanimei and Martin Necas (each 
part of the power play mix) haven’t scored at all in the 
playoffs. Vincent Trocheck has gone the last six games 
without a point. Sebastian Aho has just one assist in five 
road games. Yadda, yadda, yadda… 

And yet, the series is TIED. 

Line ‘em up… 

As predicted on the Canes Corner Podcast (by me), we’re 
going to see Jordan Martinook draw back into the line up. 

Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas 

Niederreiter-Staal-Fast 

Martinook-Kotkaniemi-Domi 

Slavin-DeAngelo 

Skjei-Pesce 

Smith-Cole 

Raanta 

Wanna bet…? 

ML: Carolina -160/New York +135. O/U: 5.5 goals. 

Coverage begins at 6 p.m. on 99.9 the Fan with Storm 
Watch starring Dennis Cox. Opening face off comes just 
after 7 with Mike Masniscalco and Shane Willis. Don’t forget 
to follow the Canes Corner Podcast as there is a new 
episode the #MorningAfter every Hurricanes game. 
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Recap: Canes Take Game 5, Remain Perfect On Home Ice 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes continued their 
winning ways on home ice Thursday, taking a Game 5 
victory over the New York Rangers by a score of 3-1.  

Three Things 

1) A Suffocating Defensive Effort 

For the third game of the series at PNC Arena, the Canes 
held New York to one goal or less. Tonight's effort may have 
been the strongest, defensively, though. 

The Rangers were held to just 17 total shots over 60 minutes 
of play, the fewest shots allowed in a single game by 
Carolina thus far in the postseason. In fact, it was just two off 
of matching the franchise record for fewest in a single game 
(15 - 6/1/21 vs. Tampa). 

New York's only goal of the night came six seconds into their 
second man advantage of the night, but outside of that, Antti 
Raanta was perfect as the last line of defense. 

2) Winning The Special Teams Battle 

The Canes entered Thursday night 0-for-9 on the power play 
thus far this series. Under much examination, it wound up 
being the other half of their special teams that got the 
evening's scoring started. 

Vincent Trocheck put home a beautiful saucer pass on a 
two-on-one from Jordan Staal to start the night, the second 
shorthanded goal in four games for the team. 

The goal wound up being a necessary cushion, as 
mentioned above, New York would score a first period power 
play goal of their own under five minutes later. 

However, Carolina's man advantage came through at a 
pivotal juncture, cashing in on their opening effort during the 
second period. 

Execution, the biggest knock on the units as of late, was 
present, as Teuvo Teravainen deposited a seam feed from 
Seth Jarvis, reclaiming the Canes lead. 

 3) Thanks, Video Coaches! 

Before the Canes second period power play goal, the 
Rangers took the night's first 2-1 lead. 

The difference was that New York's second tally of the 
contest was overturned. 

After Artemi Panarin stick-checked the puck away from Brett 
Pesce just outside the Canes defending end, the puck 
wound up on the tape of Ryan Strome seconds later. New 

York's #16 turned, fired and beat Raanta low, taking some 
wind out of the sails of the home team. 

However, Carolina's video coaches flagged the play as 
offside and successfully challenged, wiping off the marker. 
This would go on to be a big turning point in the game, as the 
Rangers would not beat Raanta the rest of the evening, and 
under five minutes later Carolina reclaimed their lead. 

What They Said 

Rod Brind'Amour providing his opening thoughts on the 
contest as a whole... 

"Everyone played well. That's kind of a game that we've 
been waiting for. We've been playing okay, but tonight it was 
good all the way around. It was more of how we wanted to 
play." 

Seth Jarvis touching on the two special teams goals and the 
confidence they can provide for the team... 

"When you can get a shorthanded goal early it's big because 
it takes life out of their power play. Jordo made a great pass, 
he just laid it over there and Troch banged it home. For the 
power play, it's great for our confidence. It's nice to get one 
early and quick. That was huge for us. Teuvo made a world-
class shot; high, bar down, short-side, can't ask for much 
more." 

Jaccob Slavin offering his thoughts on what made the Canes 
defensive effort so strong tonight... 

"We've got a solid defensive corps, top to bottom. We all 
skate well and that's what we want to do. We want to make 
sure we're staying aggressive, but also want to make sure 
we're taking away their time, space and chances. Everyone 
played a heck of a game tonight." 

What's Next? 

The Canes are NOT scheduled to skate Friday before flying 
back to New York ahead of Saturday's Game 6. 

Bonus Notes  

 Andrei Svechnikov scored the third and final goal of 
the night for Carolina, his first tally of the series. The 
goal came in breakaway fashion, after the puck 
jumped over Adam Fox's stick at neutral ice. 

 Trocheck's tally was also his first of the series. 

 Once again defended by Nino Niederreiter, Jordan 
Staal and Jesper Fast at even strength, Chris 
Kreider, who had 52 goals during the regular 
season, had zero shots on goal for New York in 
18:10 played.
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Preview: Game Five, Round Two vs. NYR 

By Walt Ruff  

RALEIGH, NC. - For a second consecutive series this 
postseason the Carolina Hurricanes find themselves in a 
reset "best-of-three" series - this time against the New York 
Rangers. 

When: Thursday, May 26, 7 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

SERIES RECAPS: 

 Game One: Sebastian Aho ties the game with 2:23 
to go in regulation; Ian Cole wins it just 3:12 into the 
extra frame for Carolina. 

 Game Two: Antti Raanta records a 21-save shutout 
as the Canes take a 2-0 win and series lead. 

 Game Three: Igor Shesterkin stops 43 out of 44 
shots, backstopping New York to their first win in 
the series. 

 Game Four: Shesterkin allows just one goal for a 
third straight game, Rangers tie series at 2-2. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Finding Ways To Capitalize: The Carolina Hurricanes have 
been able to beat Igor Shesterkin for just one goal in three 
consecutive games now. While New York has done a steady 
job of blocking shots, the Canes have still managed to get 97 
shots on goal over the course of the outings. Shesterkin, an 
MVP candidate, certainly deserves praise for his ability to 
keep the puck out of the net, however, there is plenty of 
responsibility on Carolina to finish at a better rate when they 
have opportunities. Players and coaches have said since 
Tuesday's final horn that they aspire to get to the tougher, 
dirty areas of the ice, specifically the front of the net and also 
capitalize when provided with chances. Will they be able to 
accomplish either of those things this evening? 

Winning The Special Teams Battle: Another one of the 
reasons that Carolina came out on the wrong end of 
Tuesday's result was yet another loss on the special teams 
side of things. For a second consecutive game New York 

scored on a first period power play, putting Carolina behind 
the eight ball. For a fourth consecutive game the Canes 
failed to record a power play goal, now moving them to 0-for-
9 in the series. Rod Brind'Amour has called upon his top unit 
to be better. Now with Nino Niederreiter on the opening 
group, will he be the change that was needed? 

More Rough Stuff: At Tuesday's final horn there were four 
penalties handed out, as Ryan Reaves had a hold on Max 
Domi, and Ian Cole was on top of K'Andre Miller. The 
Rangers proved their "No Quit In NY" motto to be true in 
Game 4 especially, as they had their most notable sequence 
of physicality coming after they reclaimed their three-goal 
lead in the third period. All of this also came after Steven 
Lorentz dropped the gloves with Jacob Trouba in the first, 
stepping in to defend Domi after a massive first period hit at 
center ice. Will any of that carry over into tonight? 

Don't Sleep On Rants: Although it came in a losing effort, 
Antti Raanta was outstanding once again in net for Carolina 
Tuesday. While it will go down as him allowing three goals 
on 28 shots, the 33-year-old Finnish netminder had to make 
several highlight reel stops to keep the game from getting out 
of hand. His .931 postseason save percentage currently has 
him ranked tied for third among all active remaining goalies 
in the Stanley Cup Playoffs (min. 6 GP). 

Home Cookin': Carolina is 6-0 at PNC Arena thus far in the 
playoffs. They're 0-5 on the road. Will their success in 
Raleigh continue tonight? 

ESPN Broadcast: Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro and Emily 
Kaplan will be the broadcast talent for tonight's ESPN 
telecast. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing black 
tonight and every home game of the 2022 Stanley Cup 
Playoffs. 

More Milestones: Sebastian Aho, who set the franchise 
record for most assists and points in Tuesday night's Game 
4, is now just two goals shy of passing Eric Staal for the most 
goals in team postseason history. Jaccob Slavin is two 
assists away from passing Staal for the second-most assists 
in team playoff history. 
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Hurricanes win Game 5, push Rangers to brink in Eastern Second Round 

By Kurt Dusterberg  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes remained 
undefeated at home in the Stanley Cup Playoffs with a 3-1 
win against the New York Rangers in Game 5 of the Eastern 
Conference Second Round at PNC Arena on Thursday. 

Carolina leads the best-of-7 series 3-2 with Game 6 at New 
York on Saturday. The home team has won each game. 

Vincent Trocheck, Teuvo Teravainen and Andrei Svechnikov 
scored, and Antti Raanta made 16 saves for the Hurricanes, 
the No. 1 seed in the Metropolitan Division. Carolina is 7-0 
here in the playoffs. 

"Everyone played well. It's kind of the game we've been 
waiting for," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We 
were playing OK, but tonight was good all the way around, 
more how we want to play." 

Mika Zibanejad scored, and Igor Shesterkin made 31 saves 
for the Rangers, the No. 2 seed in the Metropolitan. 

"I didn't think we played our game at all," New York coach 
Gerard Gallant said. "I thought we were reaching with sticks 
all night instead of finishing checks with the body like we did 
the other nights. Obviously, to me it was the worst game in 
the five games in this series. They pretty well dominated that 
game tonight." 

Trocheck's shorthanded goal gave Carolina a 1-0 lead at 
12:57 of the first period. Jacob Trouba turned the puck over 
in the neutral zone, and Trocheck finished a 2-on-1 off a 
saucer pass from Jordan Staal. 

"It landed right on my stick," Trocheck said. "I think they were 
going so fast that they just skated by me, and I had a little bit 
of time so I could skate with it. The pass that Jordan made 
was incredible." 

Zibanejad tied it 1-1 with a power-play goal at 17:06. He one-
timed a pass from Artemi Panarin at the top of the left circle 
six seconds after winning a face-off in the right circle. 

Rangers forward Ryan Strome had a goal overturned at 4:57 
of the second period after Brind'Amour challenged for 
offside. 

The Hurricanes went up 2-1 at 9:47 with their first power-play 
goal of the series. Seth Jarvis passed to Teravainen, who 

pinched down in the left face-off circle for a one-timer. 
Carolina had gone 0-for-9 with the man-advantage. 

"He's a sneaky, skilled player," Brind'Amour said of 
Teravainen. "You see it on that goal. That's a great catch-
and-shoot that not many guys can do at that pace and put it 
in the right spot." 

Svechnikov made it 3-1 at 13:01 of the third period. He 
poked the puck away from Rangers defenseman Adam Fox 
in the neutral zone and scored through the five-hole on a 
breakaway. 

Carolina allowed 17 shots on goal, its fewest in 12 playoff 
games this season. That total also tied New York's season 
low for shots, set in a 3-1 win at the New Jersey Devils on 
April 5. 

"That's just the type of game we play," Trocheck said. "We 
play a hard-nosed game, we play smart and above them. 
That's how we played all the regular season. We kind of got 
away from that the first couple games of this series, but 
when we play that way and we play our game, I like our 
chances against anybody." 

The Rangers outscored the Hurricanes 7-2 in Games 3 and 
4 in New York after being outscored 4-1 in Games 1 and 2 
here. 

"We've got to win one game," Rangers forward Chris Kreider 
said. "That's our focus. It's a little cliché, but there are a lot of 
things we can take from that game and do a better job of. 
Learn from that and win one game. Win the first shift, win the 
first period and go from there." 

NOTES: Zibanejad has a four-game point streak (three 
goals, one assist) and three-game goal streak. Three of his 
six goals in the playoffs have come on the power play. … 
Fox became the first Rangers defenseman with 10 playoff 
assists in a season since Ryan McDonagh (13) in 2014. … 
Panarin and Kreider each was held without a shot on goal. 
… In their seven home playoff games, the Hurricanes have 
outscored the Boston Bruins and Rangers 25-8. … 
Teravainen has 10 points (three goals, seven assists) during 
a seven-game home point streak. … Carolina forward Jordan 
Martinook had two hits in 7:54 of ice time after missing eight 
games with a lower-body injury.  
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Hurricanes finally end power-play drought in Game 5 win 

By Amalie Benjamin  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- From the moment Brendan Smith scored 
the game-winner in Game 2 of the Eastern Conference 
Second Round against the New York Rangers, and through 
29:47 of Game 5, the Carolina Hurricanes had scored more 
goals while on the penalty kill than they had on the power 
play. 

Two goals while shorthanded, and zero with the man-
advantage. 

The first shorthanded goal was by Smith. The second came 
Thursday in the first period, on a beauty of a pass from 
Jordan Staal to Vincent Trocheck, to give Carolina a 1-0 
lead. 

But, then that power-play drought finally broke. 

At 9:47 of the second period, Teuvo Teravainen connected 
on a one-timer from the bottom of the left circle, erasing not 
only the burden of an impotent power play but giving the 
Hurricanes a lead that would last.  

The goal stood as the game-winner in a 3-1 victory, and 
Carolina now leads the best-of-7 series 3-2. Game 6 is 
Saturday in New York. 

"It's big, of course," Teravainen said. "Special teams are big 
this time of year. That was just kind of the talk after [the] last 
game, just reset and start over. We don't have to think too 
much behind. Just keep thinking what's going forward. And 
today, big goal on the power play." 

The drought was even longer than the series with the 
Rangers. It stood at 335:29, dating to Game 6 against the 
Boston Bruins in the first round of the seven-game series. 
Against Boston, Carolina scored a total of five goals with the 
man-advantage, going 5-for-36 (13.9 percent), putting it well 
below its 22.0 percent effectiveness in the regular season. 

But against New York, the power play went from cool to ice 
cold. 

"It's weird," Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We've 
been in that funk for a long time. It was OK, as far as how it 
looked. But that obviously was much better tonight. I don't 

know how to explain it, to be honest with you. You talk about 
the same things. But that's how it goes sometimes." 

The penalty kill has been clicking. In the regular season, 
Carolina was No. 1 in the NHL (88 percent), and it is 
generally happy with its performance against New York (10-
for-13) after allowing six power-play goals on 29 
opportunities against Boston. 

To defeat the Rangers, however, the Hurricanes will need 
more on special teams, specifically on the power play. They'll 
need goals, and not just of the shorthanded variety.  

They got one, finally. 

"For the power play, that's big," said Trocheck, who was 
sitting atop the crease in anticipation of a rebound that never 
came on the goal. "We need to score on the power play. 
Obviously, special teams are huge in the playoffs. We've 
said it a million times." 

Trocheck got his first point of the series on his shorthanded 
goal in the first period. He was not the only player to get his 
first point of the series; Andrei Svechnikov scored on a 
breakaway in the third period for the insurance goal. The 
forward, who was Carolina's second-leading scorer in the 
regular season -- and tied with Teravainen for the second-
most power-play goals (nine) -- had not scored a goal of any 
variety since Game 6 against the Bruins. 

Maybe the goal would change his fortune? 

"We hope," Brind'Amour said. "Obviously we need him to 
score if we're going to win games, at this time of year 
especially. That's a huge goal at the right time. I don't know 
that he was playing lights-out up to that point, but that kind of 
player has that ability to, out of nowhere, make something 
happen and that's what happened there." 

The Hurricanes head back on the road for Game 6 with 
positive signs coursing throughout their team. They are 0-5 
away from PNC Arena and 1-for-21 on the power play. 

"Everyone played well," Brind'Amour said. "That's kind of that 
game that I've been waiting for." 
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Hurricanes win Game 5, push Rangers to brink of elimination 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- — The Carolina Hurricanes controlled long 
stretches of play, stayed aggressive and even got a 
breakthrough in a two-month struggle on the power play. 

It was enough to secure another home playoff victory. Now 
they can turn their attention to trying to put away the New 
York Rangers, too. 

Vincent Trocheck buried a short-handed goal, Teuvo 
Teravainen had a rare power-play score and the Hurricanes 
beat the Rangers 3-1 on Thursday night to take a 3-2 lead in 
the second-round series. 

It was part of yet another strong home performance for the 
Metropolitan Division champions, who improved to 7-0 at 
home in the postseason.  

“It was kind of the game that I've been waiting for," Carolina 
coach Rod Brind'Amour said. "We've been playing OK, but 
tonight was good all the way around — more obviously how 
we want to play." 

Andrei Svechnikov also scored, beating Igor Shesterkin with 
a backhander on a breakaway midway through the third 
period as the Hurricanes protected their Game 5 lead.  

The Hurricanes can advance to the Eastern Conference 
finals to face reigning two-time Stanley Cup champion 
Tampa Bay by winning Game 6 in New York on Saturday, 
though they are 0-5 away from PNC Arena so far despite 
tying for the NHL lead in regular-season road wins. 

Now Carolina faces the challenge of putting away a team 
that has been resilient, even stubborn, when facing a series 
deficit. The Rangers rallied from a 3-1 hole to beat Pittsburgh 
in a seven-game first-round series, then lost the first two 
games against Carolina before fighting back to even at 
home. 

“The way I look at it, we've played a lot of must-win games 
lately, and we've done a pretty good job,” said New York's 
Ryan Strome, who had a second-period goal negated by a 
successful offsides challenge from Carolina. 

“We've played some desperate hockey. ... We seem to like 
being in this position a little bit." 

The Hurricanes sustained their aggressive style while giving 
the Rangers little room to operate, finishing with a 34-17 shot 
advantage to keep the pressure on Shesterkin while also 
easing the burden on Antti Raanta (16 saves) in Carolina’s 
net.  

Mika Zibanejad scored a power-play goal for New York, 
winning a first-period faceoff and then drifting to the left side 
for the putaway just six seconds into the man advantage. 
Shesterkin — a finalist for both the Vezina Trophy for the 

league’s top goalie and Hart Trophy for most valuable player 
— finished with 31 saves against a steady stream of work. 

POWER PLAY 

Carolina had been just 9 of 89 (10.1%) on the power play 
since late March. Yet after an 0 for 9 start in the series, the 
Hurricanes finally broke through with quick and crisp puck 
movement.  

Rookie Seth Jarvis — who left briefly in the second with a 
bleeding mouth after being hit by Strome's follow-through on 
a shot — zipped the puck to Teravainen for the left-side 
putaway to beat Shesterkin at 9:47 of the second for the 2-1 
lead. It marked Carolina’s first goal with the man advantage 
since the final minutes of Game 6 in the first-round win 
against Boston. 

“We had just kind of talked after the last game," Teravainen 
said. “Just reset and start over and just we don't have to 
think too much (of what's) behind, keep thinking what's going 
forward." 

ANOTHER SHORTIE 

Carolina’s first goal came on special teams, too, though this 
on a perfectly executed short-handed rush off a turnover.  

Jordan Staal carried the puck on the left side until Rangers 
defenseman K’Andre Miller laid out to stop a pass, but Staal 
lifted the puck off the ice and over Miller’s legs to a charging-
in Trocheck on the right side for the 1-0 lead at 12:57 of the 
first. 

“The pass that Jordan made was incredible,” Trocheck said. 

Carolina, which had a short-handed goal from defenseman 
Brendan Smith in the Game 2 win, has two short-handed 
goals in the same postseason series for the first time since 
1992. 

NEGATED 

Strome appeared to have given the Rangers a 2-1 lead just 
five minutes into the second when he collected his own entry 
pass on the boards and beat Raanta. But on the review, 
linemate Andrew Copp was clearly across the blue line as he 
tried to tag back up. 

“It definitely sucks, but that's the way it goes," Strome said. 
"It's a rule. It's cut and dry. It happens.” 

LONG RUN 

Carolina's seven-game home winning streak is the longest in 
a postseason since Chicago won its first seven games in 
2014, a run that ended in the conference finals. 

SIREN SOUNDERS 
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Retired American soccer great Clint Dempsey sounded the 
pregame “storm warning” siren for the Hurricanes to take the 
ice. 

NASCAR driver Harrison Burton sounded the siren for the 
first intermission, followed by North Carolina State football 
coach Dave Doeren — whose Wolfpack play across the 
parking lot from PNC Arena in Carter-Finley Stadium — for 
the second intermission. 

 

 

 

Carolina Hurricanes score Game 5 win against New York Rangers, stay unbeaten at home 
to start Stanley Cup playoffs 

By Greg Wyshynski  

RALEIGH, N.C. -- The Carolina Hurricanes set an NHL 
record on Thursday night in their 3-1 Game 5 victory over the 
New York Rangers, as the home team won for the 12th 
straight time in their games since the start of the postseason. 

But Game 6 is Saturday night back in New York City. To 
close out the Rangers, the Hurricanes will have to do 
something they've already failed to do five times in the 
Stanley Cup playoffs: Win on the road. 

"It's kind of beating a dead horse about not winning on the 
road," said center Vincent Trocheck, who scored a short-
handed goal Thursday. "It's no different. Same team, same 
game. It's just a matter of us being prepared." 

The Hurricanes were quite prepared for Game 5, with the 
series tied 2-2. The 34-17 shot disparity was the largest of 
the series. The Rangers couldn't get sustained pressure at 5-
on-5 throughout the game, getting their lone goal on the 
power play from Mika Zibanejad at 17:06 of the first period. 

That was especially true in the third period as New York tried 
to rally. 

"Our third period was dominant. We played our game. We 
were just everywhere. We just have to move that game to 
the next game," forward Andrei Svechnikov said. 

Coach Rod Brind'Amour said the defensive effort was key. 

"We limited their scoring opportunities, which is huge, 
especially considering we didn't score a ton," he said. "They 
were still in the game. It's good that we didn't give them 
opportunities, because they're so talented." 

The Hurricanes scored in three different ways in Game 5: 
Trocheck on the penalty kill at 12:57 of the first period, on a 
perfect aerial pass from center Jordan Staal; Teuvo 
Teravainen on the power play at 9:47 of the second, their 
first power-play goal since Game 6 against Boston; and 
Svechnikov on an even-strength breakaway at 13:01 of the 
third. 

"Tonight, for some reason, we were prepared. The mentality 
on the bench didn't change from the start of the game until 

the end," Trocheck said. "We had confidence. We played 
hard the whole game. That's just the way it has to be." 

That confidence got a boost in the second period when 
Rangers center Ryan Strome's goal was overturned for an 
offside on a coach's challenge by the Hurricanes, as 
teammate Andrew Copp hadn't cleared the zone before 
Strome touched the puck. 

"It was huge. That would have made it 2-1. It would have 
been a very different game," Svechnikov said. "But they said 
'no' and all the guys said, 'Let's go,' and we started playing 
our game." 

Their game was a defensive clinic, but very much in line with 
how the Hurricanes have played at home all postseason. 
They haven't allowed more than two goals in any of their 
games at PNC Arena. 

When the Rangers would get chances, goalie Antti Raanta 
was there, stopping 16 shots and running his save 
percentage on home ice to .965. 

"That's just the kind of game that we play. A hard-nosed 
game. That's how we played all regular season, and we kind 
of got away from that in the first couple of games of this 
series," Trocheck said. "If we play our game, I like our 
chances against anybody." 

Now they just have to do that away from home in Game 6, 
with a chance to eliminate the Rangers and move on to face 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in the Eastern Conference finals. 

The home team has won every game the Hurricanes have 
played through the first 12 games, breaking the previous 
record of 11 held by the 1962 Maple Leafs. If Carolina can't 
win on the road for the first time, then it's Game 7 back in 
Raleigh on Monday night, where the Rangers know they'll 
need to break through to advance. 

"I'm disappointed. We didn't play our best game and we 
gotta win one game in here to win the series. Hopefully that's 
Game 7," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "But we gotta 
be better than we were tonight. We weren't competitive 
enough tonight." 
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Sweet Home Carolina: Hurricanes improve to 7-0 in Raleigh in playoffs 

By Wayne Scanlan  

Southern critters love their familiar habitat. 

The Carolina Hurricanes aren’t exactly critters, but they are 
creatures of habit. And there is no place like home for these 
Hurricanes. 

Converting a relentless all-night assault into a 3-1 victory 
over the visiting New York Rangers, the Canes have now 
won all seven of their home playoff games this season -- the 
backbone of their 3-2 series lead over New York in this best-
of-seven Eastern Conference semifinal. In Round 1, Carolina 
won all four home games to beat the Boston Bruins in seven 
games. 

This was vintage Canes hockey: the visiting Rangers could 
barely move without a Carolina player closing in. 

“That’s kind of the game that we’ve been waiting for,” said 
Canes head coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We’ve been playing 
OK, but tonight was just good all the way around. That’s 
more, obviously, how we want to play.” 

As assertive as the home team was in front of their raucous 
Raleigh fans, the Rangers hung around in this game, thanks 
to the goaltending of Igor Shesterkin. It wasn’t until Andrei 
Svechnikov scored on a breakaway with just under seven 
minutes left in the third period that Carolina had some 
breathing room. 

Considering Shesterkin had yielded just five goals to 
Carolina over the first four games, this trio of goals by the 
Canes felt like a deluge. That the sluggish power play 
scored, Carolina controlled the play and Svechnikov scored 
his first goal of the series meant the home team checked off 
a lot of boxes on this night. 

Antti Raanta, the 33-year-old backup goalie who continues to 
write his personal story this spring, quelled any potential 
Rangers rallies and was sharp when he needed to be, while 
facing just 17 New York shots. Carolina pumped 34 at 
Shesterkin. 

Early in the second period, the Rangers thought they had 
taken a 2-1 lead off a sweeping shot by Ryan Strome, but 
that goal was taken off the board when the Canes 
challenged the play for an offside. Replays confirmed that 
Andrew Copp was still inside the zone when the Rangers 
brought the puck in. 

Brind’Amour sweated out a few anxious moments waiting for 
the review announcement, but was confident the goal was 
coming back. 

“Once we saw it, I don’t know why it took so long,” he said. 

Brind’Amour admitted that it’s “a different game” if the 
Rangers take the lead there. 

About five minutes after that gut-punch for the visitors, they 
took another blow -- a power-play goal by Teuvo Teravainen. 

As the Rangers did with their power-play goal, this one came 
quickly, off the setup from a winning faceoff. Teravainen 
converted a perfect pass from 20-year-old Seth Jarvis. 

“I mean, that was just a great play by Jarvy,” Teravainen 
said. “To find that seam and get it to me, I just tried to catch 
and shoot it right away.” 

As simple as Teravainen made it sound, his coach was more 
effusive in his description of the shot. 

“That’s a great catch and shoot,” Brind’Amour said, adding 
that big moments are never too big for the Finnish winger, 
who has quietly amassed 10 points in 11 playoff games for 
Carolina. 

The Canes should have padded their lead, if only Sebastian 
Aho hadn’t developed a sudden inkling for painted iron. He 
ripped two shots off the post, including a glorious opportunity 
alone in the slot late in the second. 

Off the opening faceoff, the Hurricanes emerged with just the 
mix of energy and forecheck attack for which they are 
known. 

“They play a dynamic style,” New York’s Tyler Motte said 
before the game. “They’re very physical at home.” 

The Canes finally scored a first-period goal in the series – if 
not how they expected. 

With Svechnikov off for boarding, the Canes made a couple 
of early clears on the kill and then caused a turnover at their 
own blueline that led to a two-on-break the other way. 
Vincent Trocheck finished the play after Jordan Staal 
executed the perfect saucer pass over a sprawling K’Andre 
Miller onto Trocheck’s forehand. 

The Hurricanes only had four shorthanded goals all season, 
but now have two in this series. 

If that impressive kill/shortie might mean Carolina could play 
fast and loose with their discipline, think again. A second 
careless penalty in the first period, this time a crosscheck by 
Ian Cole, resulted in a tie game off the Rangers power play. 

Mika Zibanejad, emerging as a top playoff performer this 
spring, won the faceoff off his “shadow”, Staal, then got into 
position for a pass, which he converted with a booming one-
timer just inside the post on the stick side of Raanta. 

Zibanejad now has a three-game goal scoring streak while 
running his playoff point total to 15. 

Chris Kreider, New York’s 52-goal man in the regular 
season, has not scored a point in the three games in 
Raleigh, but vows a bounceback at home. 

“There’s always disappointment, frustration, anger when you 
lose a hockey game, especially at this level,” said Kreider, 
who did not register a shot on goal Thursday, but trickled one 
wide in the third period. 
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“The great thing about playoff hockey is we got another 
opportunity. Must-win game, game at home, hold serve and 
give ourselves an opportunity to play better here.” 

Game 6 of this series is Saturday in New York, where the 
Rangers hope the home-ice trend continues -- at least for 
one more night. 

“We’ve been in this position before and I like our chances on 
home ice,” Strome said. “We’re familiar with this situation 
and we’ve got a chance to push it to seven.” 

 

 

Hurricanes' Martinook to return to lineup in Game 5 against Rangers 

Carolina Hurricanes forward Jordan Martinook will return to 
the lineup in Game 5 against the New York Rangers after 
missing several games with a lower-body injury, per 
Sportsnet's Elliotte Friedman.  

Martinook has not played since Game 3 of the first round 
matchup against the Boston Bruins, when his legs got 
tangled up with Taylor Hall at the mid-way point of the 

second period. He was able to skate to the bench on his 
own, but did not place any weight on his right ankle.  

He is likely to slot in on the fourth line.  

Martinook had six goals and tallied 15 points in 56 regular-
season games for the Hurricanes. In 32 career playoff 
games, he has scored two goals and notched a total of 10 
points.  
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Home still sweet: Hurricanes push Rangers to brink of elimination 

By James O'Brien  

If you’re a fan of the Hurricanes, you’re probably tired of all 
the home/road talk, between this series against the Rangers 
and the seven-game battle with the Bruins. However, those 
same fans strongly preferred that narrative carrying over with 
the series shifting back to Carolina. The Hurricanes did 
maintain that pattern, beating the Rangers 3-1 to win Game 
5, and take a 3-2 series lead. 

Another Hurricanes home win, and more that stayed the 
same in Game 5 vs. the Rangers 

Roll your eyes all you want, but a lot did stay the same on 
Thursday night. Those factors played into Carolina’s favor. 

 Antti Raanta continued to look sharp, especially at 
home. Through six playoff home games, Raanta 
basically just allowed a goal per night (0.97 GAA). 
He once again only allowed a single tally. 

 Granted, he didn’t have to do much. That’s actually 
an area where it’s not some strange home/road 
split. Since Game 2, the Hurricanes have really 
clamped down on the Rangers, allowing eight high-
danger chances or fewer at 5-on-5. In Game 5, the 
Rangers only managed seven, including just three 
while Carolina protected a third-period lead. 

 To be fair to those who harp on the home/road stuff, 
there are some unusual numbers. According to 
ESPN, the Hurricanes are only the third team in 
NHL history to win their first seven playoff home 
games, and allow two goals or less in all seven 
victories. 

 Also, via ESPN: the Hurricanes became the first 
NHL team to be involved in 12 consecutive games 
where the home team won every playoff contest. 

Ultimately, it’s a small sample size. The Hurricanes could 
easily end that trend by beating the Rangers at MSG on 
Saturday. But it is a curious pattern. 

Some patterns did end in this one, though. 

Scoring first, and some other welcome changes 

That said, some things did indeed change on Thursday. 

Among the continued highs of home games, Carolina hadn’t 
always been making things easy for themselves. In Game 5, 
the Hurricanes didn’t just score first against the Rangers; 
they collected their first goal in the first period of the series. 

Speaking of firsts, Andrei Svechnikov scored his first 
goal and point of the series. It was a beauty, too, as he 
calmly finished a breakaway chance: 

Svechnikov was due. 

During the previous three games against the Rangers, 
Svechnikov fired 10 shots on goal. He was firing away in this 
one, too, with five SOG. 

Another thing that changed: Hurricanes break through on 
power play (but Rangers’ special teams advantage was 
arguably overstated, anyway) 

For the first time since Game 6 against the Bruins, the 
Hurricanes finally scored a power-play goal. Before this nice 
Teuvo Teravainen PPG, the Hurricanes went 0-for-their-
previous-12 on the power play. 

In general, the Hurricanes won the special teams battle 
against the Rangers in Game 5. 

Sure, a nice Mika Zibanejad one-timer did mean that the two 
teams drew even on power-play goals. Yet, a nice play from 
Jordan Staal to Vincent Trocheck resulted in a Carolina 
shorthanded goal. 

Frankly, Carolina would probably settle for breaking even in 
the special teams battle. Thanks to two shorthanded goals 
for the Hurricanes, that battle is indeed balanced against the 
Rangers through Game 5. 

That said, Carolina could stand to find a happier medium 
between aggression and recklessness. You could easily 
argue that one or both of their early Game 5 penalties were 
unforced errors. 

If officials are less eager to use their whistles as the playoffs 
progress, it’s a mixed bag for Carolina. They dominate the 
puck enough to, theoretically, draw more penalties. Yet, New 
York’s at least looked scarier on the power play at times 
during this series. 

Either way, this could be the sort of game that can revive 
some confidence in the Hurricanes’ power play unit. That 
could be key, as in sheer volume, the Rangers and 
Hurricanes produced similar power-play goals and power-
play goal differential numbers during the regular season. 

Ultimately, the Hurricanes are one win from facing the 
Lightning, but the Rangers fought back from an even larger 
deficit against the Penguins. 
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NHL Rink Wrap: Oilers win ‘Battle of Alberta,’ Hurricanes still perfect at home 

By James O'Brien  

• There was some controversy, but the Oilers eliminated the 
Flames in Game 5, thus winning “The Battle of Alberta.” 

• Annoyed by so many mentions of the Hurricanes winning at 
home, but losing on the road? Oops. The Hurricanes won 
again at home, pushing the Rangers to the brink of 
elimination. 

• We’ve received some greybeard updates lately. Jaromir 
Jagr’s apparently leaning toward a 35th season, while Joe 
Thornton isn’t sure if he’ll retire or keep playing. 

• Hard-hitting Capitals winger Tom Wilson recently 
underwent knee surgery, and is expected to need six-to-eight 
months to recover. If he falls in the low-end of that recovery 
window, he wouldn’t miss too much of next regular season. 

Game 5: Edmonton Oilers 5, Calgary Flames 4 [OT] (EDM 
wins series 4-1) 

For the first time in his career, Connor McDavid will appear in 
the Western Conference Final. While McDavid didn’t 
dominate Game 5 like he did most of the Oilers – Flames 
series (and playoffs), he scored the series-clinching goal in 
overtime. 

It capped a wild game, and while many wanted more from 
“The Battle of Alberta,” they packed a lot of action into five 
games. 

During the first period, Game 5 of Oilers – Flames felt a bit 
like a replay of Hurricanes – Rangers. Both first periods were 
low on high-danger chances. With Andrew Mangiapane 
scoring the only goal of the opening frame, maybe that sort 
of pace was best for Calgary? 

The second period seemed to argue that such a pace is 
almost certainly better for the Flames. Most stunningly, the 
Flames and Oilers combined for four goals (on four shots) in 
just 1:11 in game time. That’s the fastest four goals in NHL 
playoff history by 22 seconds. 

As dizzying as those 71 seconds were, they don’t account for 
every second-period goal from Flames – Oilers Game 5. 

Building on that Mangiapane goal from the first, Mikael 
Backlund made it 2-0 for Calgary. About two minutes later, a 
Jesse Puljujarvi goal made it 2-1. Following that, the two 
teams combined for those four goals. 

During that span, the Oilers surged to a 3-2 lead, the Flames 
made it 4-3, and then Edmonton scored again to enter the 
third period with the game tied 4-4. Among the most 
staggering notes: Connor McDavid somehow didn’t collect a 
point during that frenetic frame. 

Ultimately, there were no goals in the third period. Of course, 
someone would say, “Well, that’s just your opinion …” 

Read up here on the Blake Coleman disallowed goal 
controversy. If you’re not in the mood to click (tsk tsk), here’s 
the replay: 

And so the game remains tied. #StanleyCup | 
#BattleofAlberta pic.twitter.com/FdhxDYwQN1 

— Sportsnet (@Sportsnet) May 27, 2022 

On the brink of elimination, the Flames showed fight, firing 
six shots on goal during the brief overtime stretch against the 
Oilers. Edmonton managed just two SOG, but that’s all they 
needed, as McDavid scored quickly from a high-danger area. 

Connor McDavid (@cmcdavid97) sends the 
@EdmontonOilers to the Western Conference Final!   
#StanleyCup pic.twitter.com/3RHXewWSxT 

— NHL (@NHL) May 27, 2022 

So, there you have it: McDavid and the Oilers await the 
winner of the Blues – Avalanche series. Not bad for a team 
that fired its coach mid-season. 

Game 5: Carolina Hurricanes 3, New York Rangers 1 (CAR 
leads 3-2) 

Now, let’s take a breath and switch gears. (Yes, it’s a much 
lower gear; really, it’s a much slower car.) 

As you can read more about here, some Hurricanes – 
Rangers patterns continued in Game 5. The Hurricanes have 
still won every home game, and lost every playoff road game 
during these playoffs. Carolina once again hogged the puck. 
That’s something that’s been more of a pattern lately, but still 
worth noting. 

Either the Rangers need to break the pattern of getting 
dominated at even-strength, or they need heroics from Igor 
Shesterkin plus more from their power play. Granted, that 
unit scored in Game 5, but it wasn’t enough. 

If that home/road pattern continues, then we’ll see both the 
Hurricanes and Rangers engage in another Game 7. Jon 
Cooper may resist this notion, but that would be a nice deal 
for the Lightning. 

Three Stars in NHL Playoffs (Game 5 of Hurricanes-Rangers 
and Flames-Oilers) 

1. Leon Draisaitl, Edmonton Oilers 

No doubt, Connor McDavid was the MVP of “The Battle of 
Alberta.” Leon Draisaitl might have been the greatest 
“battler,” though. 

Draisaitl’s dealing with a lower-body injury (possibly injury-
related), and there are moments where that shows. Yet, he 
keeps fighting through it. And, goodness, has he ever been 
producing. 

To finish “The Battle of Alberta,” Leon Draisaitl collected four 
assists. That includes an assist on that overtime game-
winner on that McDavid series-clincher. Through five games 
where he hasn’t been healthy, Draisaitl collected a ridiculous 
17 points in the Flames – Oilers series. 

Overall in the playoffs, Draisaitl’s collected 26 points in 17 
games. 

Via Sportsnet, Leon Draisaitl reached 50 career playoff 
points at the fourth-fastest rate in NHL history. Draisaitl 
needed just 33 games, behind only Wayne Gretzky (23), 
Barry Pederson (28), and Mario Lemieux (29). 
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In case you’re wondering, Connor McDavid won’t beat 
Draisaitl, but he’s not far behind. McDavid’s generated 48 
points in 33 career playoff games. (Such a slacker!) 

2. Zach Hyman, Edmonton Oilers 

Personally, two strong playoff performers inspired similar 
reactions to their offseason signings. With both Zach Hyman 
and Phillip Danault, I thought “great players … not sure how 
those contracts will age, but they should deliver early on.” 

Maybe both will indeed slow over time. Yet, with the way 
they’ve performed during certain playoff stretches, they’re 
over-delivering. 

In the case of Zach Hyman, he’s really heating up lately. 
Hyman scored a goal and two assists in Game 5, helping the 
Oilers surge back into Game 5 during that zany second 
period. He was everywhere, earning a +4 rating and firing a 
lofty seven shots on goal. 

Remarkably, Hyman scored a goal in every game of the 
Flames – Oilers series (finishing with six goals and two 
assists for eight points in those five contests). Overall, he’s 
generated exactly a point-per-game (12 in 12) in his first 
Oilers playoff run. 

No doubt, the Oilers are powered by McDavid and Draisaitl. 
Whether they face the star-studded Avalanche or the 
remarkably deep Blues, the Oilers may really lean on 

secondary scoring. Depending upon where Hyman lines up, 
a lot could fall to him. 

3. Seth Jarvis, Carolina Hurricanes 

Feels unfair to exclude Game 5 of Rangers – Hurricanes 
altogether, right? In proud Hurricanes tradition, this was 
something of a team effort, including strong depth work from 
unusual suspects like Ian Cole and Brendan Smith. 

Seth Jarvis gets the slight not, but your mileage will vary. 

 He did great full-ice work to eventually set up Teuvo 
Teravainen for the Hurricanes’ first power-play goal 
of this series against the Rangers. 

 Jarvis showed toughness in coming back quickly 
after being bloodied. 

 At 5-on-5, Seth Jarvis was on the ice for six high-
danger chances for, and a mere two against. 

Strong night of work, even if Jarvis wasn’t lighting up the 
scoreboard nearly as much. 

FRIDAY’S NHL PLAYOFF SCHEDULE 

Game 5: St. Louis Blues vs. Colorado Avalanche (COL 
Leads Series 3-2), 8 p.m. ET — (TNT, Sportsnet, CBC, TVA 
Sports) 

 

 

2022 NHL Playoffs: Hurricanes keep undefeated home streak rolling with 3-1 win over 
Rangers  

By Wajih AlBaroudi  

The Carolina Hurricanes' Jekyll and Hyde postseason 
reached an insane milestone Thursday. With a 3-1 win over 
the New York Rangers at PNC Arena, home teams have 
now won all 12 of Carolina's games in the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, tied for the longest streak in NHL history.  

Carolina, which now leads the Rangers 3-2 in their Stanley 
Cup semifinals series, is 7-0 at home this postseason, which 
is a franchise record. The Hurricanes also lead the NHL in 
wins and goal differential (+17) at home. 

In Thursday's game, Carolina held New York to a mere 17 
shots to match a season low. Carolina goalie Antti Raanta 
saved 16 of those shots for a 94.1% save percentage, while 
New York's Igor Shesterkin collected 31 saves and a 91.2% 
save percentage. Vincent Trocheck, Teuvo Teravainen and 
Andrei Svechnikov scored in each period for Carolina. Mika 
Zibanejad scored New York's lone goal at 17:06 of the first 
period.  

The Hurricanes beat the Rangers 2-1 and 2-0 in Games 1 
and 2, respectively, at PNC Arena. But at Madison Square 
Garden, Carolina lost Games 3 and 4 by a combined five 
goals.  

Road struggles hampered Carolina in the first round as well. 
The Hurricanes lost all three of their road games against the 
Boston Bruins and were outscored by eight in the series.  

It's been a bizarre identity shift for Carolina, a team that 
excelled away from Raleigh, N.C. during the regular season. 
The Hurricanes went 29-8-4 at PNC Arena in 2021-22, the 
fifth best home record in the NHL. But Carolina largely 
earned the Eastern Conference's No. 2 seed by finishing 
with a 25-12-4 road record, tied with the Calgary Flames for 
the second best in the league. Only the Washington Capitals 
had a better road record at 25-10-6. 

Game 6 between the Carolina Hurricanes is set for Saturday 
at Madison Square Garden. If the Hurricanes pull off their 
first road win of the postseason, they'd reach their first 
conference final since 2019.  
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Stanley Cup Playoff Storylines: Flames on the Brink, Rangers/Hurricanes Looking for Edge 

By Steven Ellis 

After the St. Louis Blues avoided elimination on Wednesday, 
we have another team on the brink of an early exit. 

The Calgary Flames finished first in the Pacific Division with 
111 points, good for third in the Western Conference behind 
Colorado and Minnesota. But like Minnesota, they're on the 
verge of an extended summer if they can't figure out how to 
tame the Edmonton Oilers tonight in Game 5. 

But before that, the Carolina Hurricanes and New York 
Rangers -- knotted at two games apiece -- will do battle at 
PNC Arena in Carolina. The Hurricanes won the first two 
games, but the Rangers took the next two to put some 
pressure on the Hurricanes heading back home. 

Here's what you need to know about tonight's matchups: 

Carolina Hurricanes vs. New York Rangers 

Can the Rangers end Carolina's home streak? 

The Carolina Hurricanes haven't lost a game at home during 
these playoffs. They haven't won a game on the road, either, 
and that's why Carolina gave up two wins against the 
Rangers on the road and find themselves tied in a series 
they once had control in. 

For the Rangers, that's money. The Rangers are thriving 
right now and the momentum is fully on their side. 

The Rangers are so determined. Many wrote them off after 
struggling against a Pittsburgh Penguins team using a third-
string goalie. And while they did fall down 3-1 in that series, 
they fought back and ended up winning in seven games, 
anyways. 

And now they've got a chance to put Carolina on their heels 
before heading back home for Game 6. Igor Shesterkin is 
playing close to his full potential again, and Andrew Copp 
and Frank Vatrano have been a big help as trade deadline 
acquisitions.  

For the Rangers, just keep rolling. If it works, it works, and it 

Calgary Flames vs. Edmonton Oilers 

Which Jacob Markstrom will the Flames get in Game 5? 

Markstrom's struggles have been well-documented, 
especially in Game 4. For a guy going up for the Vezina 
Trophy, his performance has been simply unacceptable.  

But, this series isn't over. And when he's on his game, he's 
one of the best in the world. Hence, the Vezina nomination. 

The Flames have struggled offensively, getting shut out in 
Game 3. Goal support has been an issue for the Flames in 
these playoffs, and a big reason why they had so much 
difficulty with Dallas in the first round.  

But with a handful of blown leads and being forced to play 
catch-up early in Game 4 has put Calgary in a tough spot 
where they have to play must-win hockey the rest of the way 
against a team with Connor Flippin' McDavid. It doesn't 
matter how good you are, that's just a lot to overcome. 

So, at the very least, the Flames need adequate goaltending 
in Game 5. They're too good of a team with too good of a 
defense core to keep letting this happen. Chris Tanev's 
injuries have been a problem, for sure, but the Flames aren't 
playing like the Flames we know they can be. 
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Canes play their game, dominant Rangers on home ice 

By Alec Sawyer  

For the seventh straight time to start this postseason, the 
Carolina Hurricanes won on home ice Thursday night in PNC 
Arena.  

The Canes beat the Rangers 3-1, dominating most of the 
game to grab a hold of a 3-2 series lead before things shift 
back to Madison Square Garden for game six.  

It was a great night for slump busting for the Hurricanes, as 
Vincent Trocheck, Martin Necas, Andrei Svechnikov, Tony 
DeAngelo and the Carolina power play all picked up their first 
points of the series in the win.  

Trocheck scored the opener in the first period to give the 
Canes the lead, with Teuvo Teravainen scoring on the power 
play in the second period. Svechnikov added an insurance 
goal in the third, beating Igor Shesterkin one-one-one to 
solidify the win. Mika Zibanejad scored the lone goal for the 
Rangers, on the power play in the first period.  

As a team, the Hurricanes did a phenomenal job at limiting 
pretty much everything from the Rangers. Antti Raanta was 
good in net but not super busy, as he turned away 16 of 17 
shots faced while the Canes held the Rangers to just 19 
scoring chances on the night.  

Carolina came out really strong in the first period, with 
Jesper Fast getting two good wraparound looks in the early 
minutes as the Hurricanes controlled play. The Canes got a 
prime chance on another wraparound attempt, this one from 
Trocheck, though Alexis Lafreniere came barreling in after 
getting shoved by Brendan Smith and took the net off its 
bearings. The attempt from Trocheck didn’t make it all the 
way around either way.  

It was the Rangers who got the first power play of the night, 
thanks to a boarding by Andrei Svechnikov, but it was the 
Canes who found the back of the net during the two minutes 
that Svechnikov was in the box.  

An awful turnover by the Rangers led to a 2-on-1 break for 
Trocheck and Jordan Staal, with Staal unleashing a 
beautiful, inch-perfect saucer pass to Trocheck to make it a 
1-0 game. It was Carolina’s second shorthanded goal of the 
series, as the penalty kill tallied twice before the power play 
was able to score once for the Canes. 

The Rangers got another power play very shortly after, 
though, as an ill-advised retaliatory cross check was called 
on Ian Cole, who committed the offense right in front of an 
official.  

This time New York scored almost immediately, as Zibanejad 
blasted home a shot from the top of the circle off an 

offensive-zone faceoff win just six seconds into the man 
advantage.  

It looked as if the Rangers had taken a 2-1 lead early in the 
second period, as Ryan Strome got one past Raanta on the 
break just seconds after Sebastian Aho rang the post on the 
other end of the ice.  

The goal was ruled off after a coaches challenge from Rod 
Brind’Amour, though, as the play was pretty blatantly offside 
with Andrew Copp still three or four feet past the blue line 
when the puck entered the Hurricanes’ zone.  

A bit later in the second period the Canes finally broke 
through on the power play, scoring their first goal with an 
extra man of this series and breaking a streak of over 20 
scoreless minutes on the power play.  

The goal was a pretty one for the Hurricanes, as Seth Jarvis 
made a wonderful pass to Teravainen. The Finnish winger, 
who leads Carolina in points this postseason, settled the 
puck and unleashed a great wrister to beat Shesterkin and 
give the Canes a 2-1 lead.  

The second period came to an end with the score still at 2-1. 
Aho hit another post, this one from right in front of 
Shesterkin, while Jarvis was injured on a follow through from 
Strome that caught him in the face and drew blood. After a 
few minutes away, Jarvis returned before the end of the 
middle period.  

The Carolina Hurricanes were all over their game in the third 
period, buzzing and dominating play as New York didn’t 
really muster anything offensively while the Canes poured on 
chances in the offensive zone.  

The Canes finally broke through for an insurance goal 13:01 
into the final frame, as Svechnikov picked up the puck in the 
neutral zone, skated in and beat Shesterkin one-on-one 
through his five-hole.  

The goal was a big one for Svechnikov, who scored three 
times in the Boston series but had yet to record a point in the 
second round against the Rangers.  

The Canes saw out the win and will now look to do what they 
haven’t been able to do yet this postseason: win on the road.  

The recipe is there for Carolina. The Canes completely, 
overwhelmingly played their game on Thursday night, 
apparently taking away New York’s will as the game went 
along. If that effort can be replicated on the road, there’s no 
reason the Canes can’t finish this thing off in game six on 
Saturday. 
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They Said It: Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Svechnikov, Teravainen on Game 5 win 

By Alec Sawyer  

The Carolina Hurricanes held serve once again on home ice 
Thursday night, beating the Rangers 3-1 in an 
overwhelmingly complete effort to grab a 3-2 series lead.  

The Canes did pretty much everything right Thursday, 
limiting New York to just 17 shots while scoring on the power 
play for the first time in the series. Vincent Trocheck and 
Andrei Svechnikov broke out of short slumps with goals, 
while Teuvo Teravainen stayed hot with a power-play tally.  

Following the game five win, Carolina head coach Rod 
Brind’Amour, Trocheck, Svechnikov and Teravainen spoke 
with members of the media.  

Here is what they had to say: 

Rod Brind’Amour 

On a lot of guys getting needed goals: Everyone played well. 
That’s kind of the game I’ve been waiting for. We’ve been 
playing ok, but tonight was good all the way around. It was 
more how we want to play. It was good. 

On limiting New York’s chances so well: We limited their 
scoring opportunities. That’s huge, especially considering 
that we didn’t score a ton. We had a lot of opportunities, a lot 
of posts. They were still in the game, so it was good that we 
didn’t give them opportunities because they are so talented. 
We gave them one, and boom it was in the net. It’s super 
important to limit those chances.  

On if he saw that Strome was offside from the bench: You’re 
never sure, but as soon as it happened the process is to 
check it. I don’t know why it took so long. I understand that 
maybe they thought it was brough in by us, so at least they 
got it right.  

On if that changed some momentum: Obviously if we get 
behind that’s a different game. We had just come down and 
had a great shift. I think we hit the post down there. And then 
they come down and you’re like ‘oh man, is it going to be one 
of these nights?’ But thankfully it obviously wasn’t.  

On the power play looking better: It’s weird. We’ve been in 
that funk for a long time. It was ok as far as how it looked, 
but that was obviously much better tonight. I don’t know how 
to explain it, to be honest with you. We talk about the same 
things. It’s how it goes sometimes.  

On Seth Jarvis: He’s banged up. It’s not pretty. But I give him 
a lot of credit. This kid is growing on me every day. You 
watch it. It’s pretty impressive.  

On Svechnikov getting a goal and that possibly getting him 
going: We hope. We need him to score if we’re going to win 
games, this time of year especially. That’s a huge goal at the 
right time. I don’t know that he was playing lights out to that 
point, but that kind of player has that ability out of nowhere to 
make something happen. That’s what happened there.  

On dominating the third period and on if there’s hope that 
can translate on the road now: It’s not like this is anything 
new. When we draw it up, that’s kind of how we want it to be. 
Does it transfer over? Obviously we hope so. I don’t usually 

take a lot of stock from one game into the next. Good or bad, 
it’s always about the next game and it takes a life of its own. 
But that’s definitely the way we want to do it.  

On the ability of Jordan Staal’s line to shut down other top 
lines: You’re talking about three guys who play hard and do it 
right. I think Jordan, I talk about him enough, but the way he 
plays the game is right every shift. There’s no breath out 
there. He’s all out all the time. That’s a recipe for success.  

On Teravainen and his veteran experience helping the team: 
Yeah. We know the talent is there. He’s a sneaky skill player 
that you see on that goal. That’s a catch and shoot that not 
many guys can do at that pace and to put it in the right spot. 
Nothing bothers him. He’s cool. Does that help at this time of 
year? I think it helps because his game doesn’t change.  

Vincent Trocheck 

On special teams getting going and on his goal: [Jordan 
Staal] did a really good job. He was at point and kind of 
wedged Trouba one way, and Trouba was trying to go the 
other and it caused him to fumble the puck. It landed right on 
my stick. They skated by me, and I had a little bit of time. 
The pass that Jordan made was incredible.  

On the offside review changing momentum: Usually I think 
those types of goals are what change games and change 
momentum. But we were prepared tonight, and the mentality 
on the bench didn’t change from the start of the game to the 
end. Even when they scored that goal, I think we were pretty 
confident. We had confidence and played hard the whole 
game. We played our game, and I think that’s the way it has 
to be.  

On shutting down New York’s chances and locking the 
Rangers down in the third period: Yeah, that’s just the type of 
game that we play. We play a hard-nosed game and smart. 
That’s how we played all regular season. We kind of got 
away from that the first couple of games this series. But 
when we play that way and play our game, I like our chances 
against anybody.  

On some guys getting goals to get them going: It can be. The 
power play, that’s big. We need to score on the power play. 
Obviously special teams are huge. We’ve said it a million 
times. Svechnikov, he’s going to get his goals. He plays hard 
every night. But if you were to tell anybody on our team that 
they’d have zero points in the playoffs but we’d win the 
Stanley Cup, they’d take it.  

On how they take this into game six on the road: You just do 
it. It’s kind of like beating a dead horse. We’re not winning on 
the road, but it’s no different really. Just be prepared.  

Andrei Svechnikov 

On scoring and getting that weight off his shoulders: Yes or 
no, to be honest. Like I said last game, I try to go there every 
game and work hard. I did that today, and it’s perfect. Of 
course it’s a little bit of relief, but the next day for me is going 
to be the same no matter what. I’m going to work hard.  

On the offside challenge shifting some momentum: Yeah, it’s 
huge. That would be 2-1 they would be up. It would be a 
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really different game. But they said no and all the guys said 
‘let’s go,’ and from that we started playing our game.  

On if this was their most dominant win of the series: I would 
say the third period was dominant. I think we played our 
game and were just everywhere. I think we’ve got to move 
that game to the next game, and we’ll be successful.  

On the power play scoring: [Brind’Amour] is always saying 
it’s a power play and penalty kill game. That was huge today. 
It was on fire, for sure.  

On Teravainen: He’s huge. It’s such a high talent that he’s 
got. Everyone knows in the locker room that he’s got that 
high talent. From nowhere he can make a play. That’s great 
for us.  

On if they can take this type of performance on the road: Of 
course we can. For me personally, I don’t think about that 
we’ve lost five games. It’s just going there and working hard 
and play our game. We’re going to be successful.  

Teuvo Teravainen 

On the power play getting going: It’s big, of course. Special 
teams are big this time of year. After last game it was just 
reset and start over and not think too much. We just think 
about going forward, and we scored on the power play.  

On what he saw and shooting high: That was just a great 
play by [Seth Jarvis] to find that seam to me. I just tried to 
catch it and shoot right away. It’s a good play by Jarvis.  
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Prospects Whose Stock Rose or Fell This Season 

By Matthew Somma  

We’ve nearly reached the end of the season, so now is a 
great time to talk about some prospects that rose up the 
depth chart this season and some that fell a few spots. We 
all know that the Hurricanes are one of the best drafting 
teams in the NHL, but where they stand a cut above the rest 
is developing their drafted players.  

The Chicago Wolves play a near identical system to that of 
the Hurricanes, which helps to prepare the prospects for a 
call up or future role with the team. Development starts the 
second a player is drafted by the Hurricanes and continues 
throughout their tenure with the organization. The end of the 
year is a great benchmark to evaluate the state of players in 
the pipeline and which ones have risen up the depth chart, 
so let’s get started. 

Risers 

Pyotr Kochetkov 

Kochetkov rising up the depth chart isn’t a shock, especially 
when you consider the fact that he was drafted to be the 
goalie of the future for the Hurricanes. He had a great 
season in the KHL before dominating the AHL for a few 
months. He was even able to get in a few NHL games when 
Andersen and Raanta went down with injuries. Kochetkov 
looks like he’s nearly ready for a full-time NHL role, too.  

He’s capable of making the dynamic saves and stealing 
games for his team when need be. The big question for next 
season will be if Kochetkov is ready for the backup job with 
the Hurricanes or if they’ll leave him in Chicago for another 
year. With how Andersen and Raanta have played, I would 
imagine that Kochetkov begins the season with Chicago. 
Still, he’s one of the top prospects in the system and has a 
bright future ahead of him. 

Scott Morrow 

Morrow looked confident as a freshman defenseman in the 
NCAA, finishing as one of the best offensive defensemen in 
the college ranks this season. Morrow still has a lot of raw 
areas of his game, but he was able to adapt to the higher 
level of competition in the NCAA. His offensive game is elite, 
but the defensive side of his game needs a lot of work. 
Morrow has the size and strength to be better physically, and 
I’d like to see him utilize his strength in puck battles along the 
boards. Still, we’re only starting to see what Morrow is 
capable of. He was named a first team All-American as a 
freshman and should come back even stronger next season. 

Jack Drury 

Drury shouldn’t be in the AHL, that much is clear. He’s an 
NHL player and should be with the Hurricanes next season. 
Drury’s game keeps improving and is a perfect fit for the 
system that Rod Brind’Amour implements. He’s similar to 
Jordan Staal in terms of his reliability in the defensive and 
neutral zones, but I believe there’s more offensive upside in 
Drury’s game. I don’t see any reason as to why Drury 
shouldn’t be in the NHL this fall. 

Massimo Rizzo 

Massimo Rizzo was a bit of an unknown heading into this 
season. He had battled injuries in each of the previous two 
seasons and I wasn’t sure how he would perform after 
missing a substantial amount of time. Boy, did Rizzo 
impress. He was one of the best freshmen playmakers in the 
NCAA and was a top player on the National Championship-
winning Denver Pioneers. Rizzo’s pace, tenacity on the 
forecheck and elite hockey sense make him a pain to deal 
with in the offensive zone, and I thought that he showed 
some legitimate top six upside at times this season. He’s still 
a bit of a raw prospect, but the potential there is tantalizing.  

Eetu Makiniemi 

Makiniemi was one of the top goaltenders in the AHL before 
he got hurt, making me believe that he has a shot at the NHL 
someday. Injuries have been a concern as this is the second 
long-term injury that Makiniemi has sustained since being 
drafted, however. His athleticism and strong pushes give him 
the ability to make key saves that some other goalies can’t. 

Fallers 

Dominik Bokk 

Bokk’s performance this season was less than ideal, and I’d 
go so far as to say it was flat-out awful. He looked lost out 
there and failed to utilize his teammates. The Hurricanes 
loaned Bokk out to Germany and it wouldn’t surprise me if 
his time with the Hurricanes comes to an end this offseason. 
It’s a shame since the Hurricanes have next to nothing to 
show for the Justin Faulk trade now, but these things 
happen.  

Zion Nybeck 

Nybeck didn’t produce as much as I thought he would this 
season, but part of that is due to the fact that HV71 signed a 
whole lot of forwards that kept pushing him further down the 
lineup. Given the right amount of time, Nybeck could be a 
great offensive player. I feel like he was passed on the depth 
chart due to injuries and a lack of tangible growth this 
season. 

Kirill Slepets 

Slepets failed to establish himself on one of the KHL’s worst 
teams and did the same thing in Finland during his brief stint 
with Karpat. Slepets has some upside, but I haven’t seen a 
lot from him since he was drafted by the Hurricanes.  

All in all, there’s a lot of good in this system that vastly 
outshines the bad. I haven’t even mentioned players such as 
Koivunen, Hamrla, Nikishin, Guslistov and Blake. I also didn’t 
include Jack LaFontaine in the “fallers” section because I feel 
that we’ve mentioned it enough at this point. Since this will 
be the second straight draft where the Hurricanes do not 
have a first round pick, it’s all the more important that they 
develop the prospects they do have. There’s a reason why 
this team is poised to be competitive for a long time, and a 
lot of it has to do with player development.  

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 27, 2022 

 

 

Hurricanes pull off dominant play at home to take series lead in game five  

By Sam Overton  

Even the pressure of a tied series couldn’t trip up the 
Carolina Hurricanes at home. The Canes beat the New York 
Rangers 3-1 at PNC Arena on Thursday, May 26, cementing 
a much-needed victory ahead of game six in the second 
round of the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

Carolina was strong from top to bottom, showing few holes in 
its defensive and offensive play across the board. Even stars 
like center Vincent Trocheck and right-wing Andrei 
Svechnikov resurfaced to contribute to the goal total, raising 
the energy in the arena from exciting to electric. 

“We played a hard-nosed game,” Trocheck said. “We played 
smart and avoided them; that’s how we played all season 
and how we played during the first few games … You just do 
it. There's no formula for it.”  

A win in game five was crucial for Carolina — given the 
team’s track record on the road, a loss at home would likely 
result in elimination. The Hurricanes were looking good 
across the first 20 minutes of gameplay: fast, furious and 
physical, Carolina led in shots on goal for the bulk of the 
game. 

The Rangers commenced their first power play of the game 
after Svechnikov was sent to the penalty box for boarding 
against New York center Tyler Motte. Alongside goaltender 
Antti Raanta, Carolina’s defensemen did a stellar job of 
deflecting the puck back over on New York’s side of the rink 
time and time again. 

In fact, the Hurricanes were able to create an opportunity to 
score a shorthanded goal with less than 10 seconds left in 
the Rangers’ power play. Assisted by captain and center 
Jordan Staal, Trocheck slipped the puck right past New York 
goaltender Igor Shesterkin to create a lead for Carolina 
12:57 into the first period. The goal marked Trocheck’s first 
of the series. 

Unfortunately, the Canes’ lead didn’t last for long. After 
defenseman Ian Cole gave the Rangers their second power 
play of the game thanks to a cross checking call, New York 
center Mika Zibanejad didn’t waste more than ten seconds 
before putting the puck past Raanta. Once again, it seemed 

Carolina’s success hinged on whether or not the team could 
keep their players out of the box. 

With the second period underway, the Canes continued to 
lead in shots on goal despite a tied game. Things heated up 
about five minutes in thanks to an offsides goal from New 
York center Ryan Strome — although it was overturned 
within a few minutes thanks to Carolina’s challenge, morale 
was understandably low in PNC Arena as the Rangers took 
their first, yet brief lead over the Hurricanes.  

Carolina’s first power play commenced after New York 
center Frank Vatrano was penalized for hooking against 
Svechnikov. Much like the Rangers’ first goal of the game, 
the Hurricanes wasted no time in upping their lead to 2-1 
after a power play goal from left-wing Teuvo Teravainen. 

Through the end of the second period and into the third 
period, Carolina continued to play beautifully. Dominating in 
shots on goal and time spent in the offensive zone, spirits 
were high in Raleigh despite a close game. 

With the knowledge that New York could tie things up any 
second, the Hurricanes didn’t let their guards down. 13:01 
into the third period, Svechnikov finally delivered with a goal 
to raise Carolina’s lead to 3-1. Although the Russian has 
been underperforming for the bulk of the playoffs, his five-
hole goal against Shesterkin was just what the Canes 
needed heading into the last seven minutes of gameplay. 

“I would say the third period was the dominant one,” 
Svechnikov said. “I think we played our game and … we just 
gotta move that game to the next game and take the success 
from that.” 

Shesterkin exited the ice with about two minutes left, hoping 
to erase New York’s two-goal deficit to pull off a game five 
victory. That being said, even an extra attacker wasn’t able 
to trip up the Canes — thanks to the immeasurable skill of 
Raanta and a strong push from Carolina, the Rangers 
weren’t able to pull off a last-minutes miracle. 

The Hurricanes will face the Rangers once again in game six 
on Saturday, May 28 at Madison Square Garden in New 
York City.  
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Gameday: Three is a magic number 

CHICAGO WOLVES (2-1) 
AT MILWAUKEE ADMIRALS (1-2) 

Friday, May 27 | 7 p.m. | Panther Arena | AHLTV | Facebook 
Live 

THREE IS A MAGIC NUMBER 

On Wednesday night at Panther Arena, the Milwaukee 
Admirals scored 3 power-play goals in the final two periods 
to earn a 4-2 victory in Game 3 of the Central Division Finals 
and stave off elimination from the Calder Cup Playoffs. It 
marked the 15th time in Wolves history they allowed at least 
3 power-play goals in a postseason game — and they own a 
1-14 record in those games. 

As a general rule, it’s hard to beat a team that hits the magic 
number of 3 PPGs. The Wolves own a 13-3 postseason 
record when scoring at least 3 power-play goals. When 
looking at all games, the Wolves have won the last 10 times 
they’ve produced at least 3 power-play goals. So how might 
the Wolves respond to this loss during tonight’s Game 4? As 
it happens, we can examine recent history for a hint. 

On Saturday, April 23, the Admirals visited Allstate Arena for 
the final time in the regular season and scored 3 power-play 
goals in the final two periods to earn a 3-1 victory over the 
Wolves. It marked the only game during the 2021-22 season 
that the Wolves allowed three PPGs. 

How did the Wolves respond to that loss? They killed off the 
next 13 penalty kills they faced and ripped off eight straight 
wins — three in the regular season and five in the Calder 
Cup Playoffs — to clinch the AHL’s best regular-season 
record and to pull within one win of the Western Conference 
Finals. 

“I think we’re feeling good,” said Wolves head coach Ryan 
Warsofsky. “I think we have a really good group of guys who 
want to win, who play for each other. That’s what you want 
as a coach. So far, it’s been good. Now we’ve got to turn the 
page and be ready to go.” 

DIDN’T WANT TO GO UNDEFEATED ANYWAY… 

If the Wolves had won Game 3 Wednesday night, then they 
would have become the ninth AHL team since 1996 to take 
an undefeated record into the conference finals (1996 is the 
demarcation line because that’s the first time the AHL 
qualified 16 teams for the playoffs, which means winning at 
least two series to get to the finals). 

Of the first eight teams to get to the conference finals without 
a blemish on their record, only two went ahead and captured 
the Calder Cup: 

2019: Toronto 
Marlies (7-0) 

Lost in conference finals 

2018: Rockford 
IceHogs (7-0) 

Lost in conference finals 

2014: Toronto 
Marlies (7-0) 

Lost in conference finals 

2013: Syracuse 
Crunch (7-0) 

Lost in finals 

2006: Hershey 
Bears (8-0) 

Won Cup 

2000: Providence 
Bruins (7-0) 

Lost in conference finals 

1998: Albany 
River Rats (7-0) 

Lost in conference finals 

1996: Rochester 
Americans (7-0) 

Won Cup 

LAST TWO GAMES 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25: (AT) MILWAUKEE 4, CHICAGO 2 

 After a scoreless first period, the Admirals 
converted three consecutive power-play chances 
and never trailed in their Game 3 victory at Panther 
Arena. 

 Rookie center Jack Drury scored nine seconds into 
the third period to slice the deficit to 2-1 while 
forward Josh Leivo notched one goal and one assist 
as both extended point streaks to six games. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon posted 21 saves. 

SUNDAY, MAY 22: (AT) CHICAGO 8, MILWAUKEE 2 

 The Wolves tied the franchise record for goals in a 
postseason game as they piled up three markers in 
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the first period and five in the second on the way to 
the Game 2 triumph. 

 Forward Stefan Noesen recorded the 12th 
postseason hat trick in franchise history while David 
Gust (2G, A), Andrew Poturalski (G, 2A), CJ Smith 
(G, 2A) and Josh Leivo (3A) added 3 points each. 

 Goaltender Alex Lyon rejected 30 shots to earn his 
sixth win in a row dating back to April 30. 

By the numbers 

7: There are just seven teams left in the chase for the Calder 
Cup after Laval’s triple-overtime victory over Rochester on 
Wednesday night that capped a sweep of the North Division 
Finals. The Wolves have a chance to wrap up the Central 
Division Finals tonight, of course, and the Stockton Heat can 
sweep the Colorado Eagles at 8 p.m. today in Game 3 of the 
Pacific Division Finals. Springfield can earn a sweep of its 
own at 5 p.m. Saturday when it plays Game 3 of the Atlantic 
Division Finals at Charlotte. If Stockton and Springfield win, 
they’ll become the ninth and 10th AHL teams in the last 25 
Calder Cup Playoffs (see Page 1 of these notes) to reach the 
conference finals without a loss. 

10: Veteran forward Josh Leivo wears No. 10 for the Wolves 
and he has delivered 10 points and a +10 plus/minus rating 
in Chicago’s first six playoff games. Leivo, who notched 1 
goal and 1 assist in Game 3 Wednesday night, has gotten on 
the scoresheet in all six games (3G, 7A) and his 10 points 
pace the Wolves and share fifth place among all AHL 
postseason participants. His +10 plus/minus leads the AHL 
as the Wolves are dominating that category. Linemates 
David Gust (+9) and Jack Drury (+8) rank next in the 
plus/minus standings alongside Wolves defenseman Joey 
Keane (+8) and Colorado’s Keaton Middleton (+8). 

11: Lost in the shuffle of the Wolves’ 49-shot fusillade 
against Milwaukee in Game 3 was this little nugget: Wolves 
captain Andrew Poturalski launched a career-high 11 shots. 
Not only did the two-time defending John B. Sollenberger 
Trophy winner hit double digits in shots for the first time since 
turning pro in 2016, he set a Wolves Calder Cup Playoffs 
record for shots. Only one Wolves player has been credited 
with more shots on goal in a playoff game: Dan Currie’s 12 in 
Game 2 of the International Hockey League’s Western 
Conference Quarterfinals on April 20, 1996. 

Here’s the list of Wolves who’ve hit double figures in the 
postseason: 

12 
Dan 
Currie 

April 20, 
1996 

at San Francisco 

11 
Andrew 
Poturalski 

May 25, 
2002 

at Milwaukee 

10 
Niklas 
Andersson 

May 10, 
2001 

at Manitoba (OT) 

10 
Rob 
Brown 

April 19, 
1996 

at San Francisco 

10 
Steve 
Maltais 

April 24, 
1996 

vs. San Francisco 

10 
Steve 
Maltais 

May 25, 
2001 

vs. Orlando (OT) 

10 
Brandon 
Pirri 

April 26, 
2018 

vs. Rockford (3 OT) 

10 Tom Tilley 
May 5, 
1998 

at Milwaukee 

 
17: Between the Wolves and Admirals, there are 17 players 
on the Division Finals rosters who played for the Wolves last 
season when Chicago had partnership deals with Carolina 
and Nashville. On the Wolves’ side, there’s forwards David 
Cotton, David Gust, Stelio Mattheos, Jamieson Rees, 
Spencer Smallman and Ryan Suzuki and defensemen 
Cavan Fitzgerald, Joey Keane and Max Lajoie. All but Cotton 
and Suzuki played in the first three games. On the Admirals’ 
side, there’s forwards Luke Evangelista, Tommy Novak and 
Cole Smith, defensemen Jeremy Davies, Marc Del Gaizo 
and Josh Healey and goaltenders Devin Cooley and Connor 
Ingram. All but Evangelista has played in the series, though 
Novak left early in Game 1 with an apparent injury. 

21: In keeping with the shots theme, the Wolves set the 
postseason franchise record for most shots in a period with 
21 in the second frame Wednesday night against Milwaukee 
Admirals and former Wolves goaltender Devin Cooley. They 
also tied the franchise record for most shots in a regulation 
postseason game with 49. The effort tied a 26-year-old 
record set on April 24, 1996, when Steve Maltais and the 
Wolves unleashed 49 in Game 3 of the IHL’s Western 
Conference Semifinals vs. San Francisco. The franchise’s 
all-time postseason record was set during the Wolves’ 
longest game in history, when Brandon Pirri and Co. 
launched 55 in a 4-3 triple-overtime loss to Rockford in 
Game 3 of the 2018 Central Division Semifinals. 

423: Since the Wolves played their first game on Oct. 1, 
1994, a total of 727 players have suited up for Chicago. 
When 22-year-old goaltender Pyotr Kochetkov made his 
NHL debut for the Carolina Hurricanes on April 23, he 
became the 423rd Wolves player to play in the NHL. That 
makes 58.2 percent of all Wolves players — and 70 percent 
of all Wolves goalies (49 of 70). 

THE CENTRAL DIVISION FINALS SCHEDULE 

 DATE SITE TIME TICKETS/HIGHLIGHTS 

Game 
1 

Saturday, 
May 21 

Allstate 
Arena 

7 
p.m. 

CHI 6, MIL 2  

Game 
2 

Sunday, 
May 22 

Allstate 
Arena 

3 
p.m. 

CHI 8, MIL 2  
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Game 
3 

Wednesday, 
May 25 

Panther 
Arena 

7 
p.m. 

MIL 4, CHI 2 

Game 
4 

Friday, May 
27 

Panther 
Arena 

7 
p.m. 

 

Game 
5* 

Sunday, 
May 29 

Allstate 
Arena 

3 
p.m. 

GAME 5 TICKETS 

*—if necessary 

All games are streamed on AHLTV. 

 

 

 

 

Hurricanes break power play ‘funk’ as pivotal goal sinks Rangers  

By Ethan Sears 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Throughout the Rangers’ second-round 
playoff series, their penalty kill had kept the Hurricanes 
vexed.  

Maybe that had to end at some point. And maybe, no matter 
when that was, it would not have been particularly 
convenient for the Rangers. But that does not make it much 
easier to swallow Teuvo Teravainen’s second-period goal on 
the man-advantage, the eventual game-winner in a 3-1 
Hurricanes victory on Thursday night that put Carolina up 3-2 
in the series.  

With the PNC Arena crowd willing the Hurricanes on, it took 
them just over 20 seconds to score after Frank Vatrano was 
called for hooking at 9:25. Teravainen converted on a cross-
ice feed from Seth Jarvis, breaking the drought in decisive 
fashion.  

“We kinda talked after the last game, just reset and start 
over,” Teravainen said. “We don’t have to think too much 
behind, just thinking what’s going forward. And today, big 
goal on the power play.”  

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour had little explanation for 
why the unit finally found the back of the net on Thursday. 
He was, however, happy to take it.  

“It’s weird,” he said. “We’ve been in that funk for a long time. 
It was OK as far as how it looked. That obviously was much 
better tonight. I don’t know how to explain it, to be honest 
with you. Talked about the same things. But that’s how it 
goes sometimes.”  

Coupled with an early short-handed goal from Vincent 
Trocheck after Jacob Trouba gave away the puck at the blue 
line, the Hurricanes had a decisive advantage on special 
teams even while giving up a power-play goal to Mika 
Zibanejad.  

“Jordan [Staal], he did a really good job of, he just wanted to 
wedge Trouba one way,” Trocheck said. “Trouba was trying 
to go the other [way], kind of fumbled the puck and landed 
right on my stick. I think they just were going so fast that they 
just skated by me and I had a little bit of time.”  

Though it’s not their first short-handed goal in the series — 
Brendan Smith had one in Game 2 — it does break a trend 
that had seen the Rangers get the better of the special 
teams battle thus far.  

For a Carolina team whose lack of power-play scoring had 
been a theme in the postseason at large — the Canes 
converted just five of 36 opportunities in the first round 
against the Bruins — that amounts to a welcome reprieve.  

For the Rangers, it is quite the opposite. 
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261848270.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261836365.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261817730.html 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261842250.html 

https://theathletic.com/3336111/2022/05/27/canes-teuvo-teravainen/ 
https://theathletic.com/3335895/2022/05/27/nhl-playoffs-daily-oilers-hurricanes/ 

https://theathletic.com/3334072/2022/05/26/hurricanes-igor-shesterkin-road-woes/ 
https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/hurricanes-sometimes-stars-return-in-key-game-5-win/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/canes-continue-home-ice-dominance-to-take-3-2-series-lead/ 
https://www.wralsportsfan.com/gold-game-5-preview-and-a-feeling-of-deja-vu/20301494/ 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/recap-canes-take-game-5-remain-perfect-on-home-ice/c-334329342  
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-game-five-round-two-versus-nyr/c-334297404 
https://www.nhl.com/news/new-york-rangers-carolina-hurricanes-game-5-recap/c-334128508 

https://www.nhl.com/news/teuvo-teravainen-power-play-goal-lifts-hurricanes-in-game-5/c-334347366 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/recap/_/gameId/401439008 

https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33990780/carolina-hurricanes-score-game-5-win-new-york-rangers-stay-unbeaten-home-start-stanley-cup-
playoffs 

https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/new-law-puts-nhl-great-vladimir-konstantinovs-24-7-care-in-jeopardy/ 
https://www.sportsnet.ca/nhl/article/hurricanes-martinook-to-return-to-lineup-in-game-5-against-rangers/ 
https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/26/home-still-sweet-hurricanes-push-rangers-to-brink-of-elimination/ 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/27/nhl-playoffs-oilers-win-battle-of-alberta-hurricanes-still-perfect-at-home/ 
https://www.cbssports.com/nhl/news/nhl-playoffs-2022-flames-jacob-markstrom-oilers-mike-smith-give-up-questionable-goals-in-game-4/ 

https://thehockeynews.com/news/stanley-cup-playoff-storylines-flames-on-the-brink-rangers-hurricanes-looking-for-edge 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/26/23143709/canes-play-their-game-dominant-rangers-on-home-ice 

https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/26/23143846/they-said-it-brindamour-trocheck-svechnikov-teravainen-on-game-5-win 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/26/23137244/carolina-hurricanes-nhl-prospect-rise-fall 

https://www.technicianonline.com/sports/hurricanes-pull-off-dominant-play-at-home-to-take-series-lead-in-game-five/article_5a6d4706-dd65-11ec-
aa9a-73916ddd241e.html 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/27/gameday-three-is-a-magic-number/ 
https://nypost.com/2022/05/27/hurricanes-break-power-play-funk-as-pivotal-goal-sinks-rangers/ 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
1246209 Carolina Hurricanes 

 

By inches or by yards, Hurricanes find a way to get an edge on Rangers 
in Game 5 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK UPDATED MAY 26, 2022 10:56 PM 

 

RALEIGH-Sometimes, it truly is a game of inches. As it was when 
Sebastian Aho hit the crossbar. And Jesper Fast hit the post. And Aho hit 
the right post while standing alone in acres of open ice. 

Then, once in a while, it’s a game of yards. Which is how far offsides 
Andrew Copp was before the New York Rangers scored what was, 
momentarily, the go-ahead goal. 

From such margins, a game and even a season can change. 

The Carolina Hurricanes successfully challenged Ryan Strome’s goal. 
Not long after, they scored their first power-play goal in more than 21 

minutes of man-advantage time as things went from 2-1 the wrong way 
to 2-1 the right way, and it made all the difference Thursday night. 

“It was huge, you know,” said Andrei Svechnikov, who broke his own 
personal drought in the win. “It would be already different game but it 
helped us for sure. They said no and the older guys said let’s go and we 
started playing kind of our game.” 

The Carolina Hurricanes’ Vincent Trocheck (16) reacts after New York 
Rangers’ Alexis Lafreniere (13) crashed into the net with goalie Igor 
Shesterkin (31) on a scoring attempt during the first period on Thursday, 
May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

So instead of facing elimination, the Hurricanes will take a 3-1 win and go 
to New York on Saturday with a chance to close out the series and move 
on to face the waiting Tampa Bay Lightning – if they can finally win a 
game on the road. 

They maintained their undefeated home record in this postseason not 
quite entirely because the Hurricanes spotted what linesman David 
Brisebois missed, but it was as easy to spot that sequence as a turning 
point as it was to spot Copp being late exiting the zone after Strome 
brought it across the blue line. 
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Carolina Hurricanes Brendan Smith (7) checks New York Rangers Kevin 
Rooney (17) during the second period on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during 
game five of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

In the video room under the stands, deep in the Hurricanes’ dressing 
room, Chris Huffine and Michael Brown went back to look at the zone 
entry as soon as Strome gathered a loose puck at the left circle and beat 
Antti Raanta. The players on the ice had no idea at the time, but they 
were playing with house money. This was one video review that wasn’t 
replay lottery. It was a sure thing. 

“You’re not sure, but as soon as it happened, the process is checking, 
checking, checking,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “Once we 
saw it, I don’t know what took so long. I understand they thought maybe it 
was brought in by us, but it was still — at least they got it right. You never 
know. Obviously, if we get behind there — we’d just had a great shift and 
hit the post and all of sudden they come down and you’re like, ‘Oh man, 
is it going to be one of these nights?’ Thankfully it wasn’t.” 

Whereas the Hurricanes’ power play had been anything but a sure thing 
throughout this entire series, going 0-for-12 since Game 6 of the first 
round, and even that was little more than a consolation goal in a loss 
where the misfiring power play had already sunk the Hurricanes. On their 
first opportunity of the evening, they needed only 22 seconds to whip the 
puck around from Tony DeAngelo to Seth Jarvis to Teuvo Teravainen to 
break the skid. 

Throw in a Vincent Trocheck short-handed goal in the first period, the 
beneficiary of Jordan Staal’s steal from Jacob Trouba at one end and an 
improbable saucer pass from Staal at the other, and the Hurricanes’ 
special teams actually won them a game. Heaven forfend! 

It was Trocheck’s first goal in seven games, and Svechnikov added his 
first in six, turning Adam Fox inside-out in the neutral zone and beating 
Shesterkin with a backhand – appreciated by the crowd not only because 
of the circumstances but because it was exactly the kind of thing they’d 
been waiting to see from him, a game-breaking play by a game-breaking 
player. The Hurricanes outshot the Rangers 34-17, and they managed, 
this time, to turn their process into production. 

In New York, the Madison Square Garden fans had serenaded 
Shesterkin with “Igor!” not only after big saves but after he finally gave up 
a goal, the rare consolation chant. There was nothing ironic about it 
Thursday; it was honest old-fashioned mocking. Of more concern for the 
Rangers: Shesterkin stayed down for a while after a second-period glove 
save from the splits, flexing his left leg. 

Might be something. Might be nothing. But in a series this close, decided 
by both inches and yards, the smallest things can have an outsized 
impact. 
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Hurricanes stifle Rangers in Game 5 win, can close out playoff series on 
Saturday 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER MAY 26, 2022 9:48 PM 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes were playing at home in the playoffs. 

The Canes scored a power-play goal and a shorthanded goal. 

The Canes also won a coach’s challenge, disallowing a New York 
Rangers goal. 

That all added up to a 3-1 victory in Game 5 of the second-round playoff 
series at PNC Arena, keeping the Hurricanes undefeated at home in the 

playoffs and now one win away from advancing to the Eastern 
Conference finals. 

The Canes will get that chance in Game 6, Saturday at Madison Square 
Garden in New York. While 7-0 at PNC Arena, the Canes are 0-5 on the 
road and lost their first two games to the Rangers at the Garden. 

Vincent Trocheck had the Canes’ shorthanded score in the first period 
and Teuvo Teravainen had the power-play strike in the second – 
Carolina’s first power-play goal in the series. 

When Andrei Svechnikov forced a turnover and scored on a breakaway 
in the third, cleanly beating Igor Shesterkin with a backhand through the 
pads with seven minutes left in regulation, PNC Arena was rumbling. 

It wasn’t a very busy day for Canes goalie Antti Raanta but he had his 
share of timely stops, including a save against Chris Kreider before 
Svechnikov’s breakaway. 

The Canes did everything needed to win this day Rookie forward Seth 
Jarvis might have lost a few teeth, and certainly lost some blood, taking a 
Ryan Strome stick in the mouth as the Rangers forward got off a shot in 
the second period. 

The Rangers found good shots – or any shots – hard to come by, 
finishing with 17 in the game. One factor in limiting the New York shots: 
possession time. The Canes spent a lot of time in the New York zone, 
making the Rangers skate and work. 

The Canes’ power-play troubles have been well chronicled. Before 
Thursday’s game, they had scored on just nine of their last 100 power 
plays — stretching into the regular season — and were 5-for-45 in the 
playoffs, 0-9 against the Rangers. 

But Teravainen’s score at 9:47 of the second ended that futility. 
Teravainen beat Shesterkin with a quick shot from the bottom of the left 
circle off a Jarvis pass. 

Special-teams play was a tradeoff in the first period, which ended 1-1. 

After an offensive-zone penalty on the Canes’ Andrei Svechnikov, Jordan 
Staal and Trocheck teamed up on Carolina’s shorthanded score – the 
Canes’ second of the series. On a two-on-one rush, Staal made a well-
executed saucer pass and Trocheck finished for his fourth goal of the 
playoffs at 12:57 of the first. 

The Canes were not as efficient on their second penalty – a cross-
checking call against defenseman Ian Cole, who cross-checked Jacob 
Trouba. It took the Rangers six seconds to convert on the power play, 
Mika Zibanejad one-timing a shot from the left circle for his sixth of the 
playoffs. 

There were near-miss opportunities for both teams in the first two 
periods. Trocheck came inches from scoring on a wrap-around in the first 
— Andrew Lafreniere and the Rangers’ Ryan Strome had a goal wiped 
out by an offside call against New York. 

Strome blistered a shot from the left circle and beat Raanta at 4:57 of the 
second. But Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour challenged it, claiming 
offside on the Rangers’ Andrew Copp and had the goal disallowed. 

After Teravainen’s power-play score, the Canes nearly added another 
goal. Sebastian Aho was left alone between the circle but rang the post 
with his shot with 3:14 left in second. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 5: Carolina defeats New York, 3-1, takes 3-2 
series lead 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER, LUKE DECOCK, AND JUSTIN PELLETIER 
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The Carolina Hurricanes once again put their undefeated home record to 
the test against the New York Rangers in Game 5 of their second-round 
NHL playoff series Thursday at PNC Arena, the series tied 2-2 after the 
Hurricanes lost both games in New York. 

The NHL has not yet set a time for Game 6 on Saturday at Madison 
Square Garden in New York but that should be coming late Thursday 
after the Edmonton Oilers-Calgary Flames game. 

HOW TO WATCH 

Tuesday’s game — and the rest of the series — is available only on 
ESPN (Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro, Emily Kaplan). Bally Sports 
South will broadcast a Hurricanes-focused postgame show featuring 
Abby Labar and Shane Willis. Mike Maniscalco and Willis have the call 
on the Hurricanes Radio Network (WCMC-99.9 in the Triangle). 

Carolina Hurricanes Brendan Smith (7) checks New York Rangers Kevin 
Rooney (17) during the second period on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during 
game five of the Stanley Cup second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, 
N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

THIRD PERIOD 

Svech off the schneid: Andrei Svechnikov’s long goal drought is over. he 
caught the puck on a partial breakaway and went forehand-backhand 
deke on Shesterkin, roofing it for the score. 

Raanta locked in: After that long forecheck sequence for the Canes, the 
Rangers came down and had a chance against Raanta. Antti Raanta 
with the biggest save of his night so far, stopping Chris Kreider on the 
backdoor at the left post off a sublime pass from Jacob Trouba. Huge 
save by the Canes goalie to preserve the 2-1 lead. There is 7:12 left in 
the third. 

Stellar forecheck: The Hurricanes kept play in the New York zone for the 
better part of 4 straight minutes with multiple lines, forcing the Rangers to 
play a ton of defense and wearing them down. 

Power play looks good, but no scoring: Igor Shesterkin made a couple of 
solid saves on the Canes’ PP, which still looked a lot better this time than 
in past games, despite no goal. After the kill, the Rangers got a couple of 
chances against Raanta, but the keeper shut the door. 

Canes back to the power play: After dominating most of early third-period 
play, the Hurricanes get their second power play of the game when 
K’Andre Miller gets his stick up on Sebastian Aho in the center zone. 

SECOND PERIOD 

Canes carry play in the second: The period was played almost entirely at 
5-on-5, and the Canes were decidedly better all around. But it was on a 
power play the Canes scored the lone goal of the period, a strike from 
Teravainen at the left circle on a sweet feed from Jarvis. After two period, 
Canes lead, 2-1. 

Another post: All alone in front, Sebastian Aho clangs the top right corner 
post behind Shesterkin. 

Reunited, if only briefly: With Jarvis away for some repairs, the Canes 
briefly reunited the old S-A-T line with Svechnikov, Aho and Teravainen, 
and generated a chance or two. Canes also had a solid forechecking 
shift from the Kotkaniemi-Martinook grouping, as well. 

Jarvis hurt: Canes forward Seth Jarvis gets the follow-through of a shot in 
the face as he’s down blocking a shot and lays writhing on the ground 
with blood coming from his mouth for a while as the Rangers buzz the 
zone. Officials cannot blow the play dead until the scoring chance is over, 
and when Raanta makes the save, they do. Jarvis goes straight to the 
dressing room for some dental work. UPDATE: Jarvis back on the bench 
after being tended to in the room. 

Canes power play awakens: Teuvo Teravainen picks the top corner on a 
great cross-seam pass from Seth Jarvis on a nice play from Tony 
DeAngelo to keep the pusk in at the point. Canes are back in front, 2-1. 

Carolina Hurricanesí Jordan Martinook (48) works against New York 
Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) during the second period on 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

Canes get their first PP: Svechnikov draws a penalty as the Canes enter 
the zone as Vatrano hooks him across the midsection. Hurricanes will get 
a shot on the PP for the first time tonight. 

Great save Shesterkin: The Rangers keeper did a full split to make a 
glove save on a deflection in front, but at the same time, may have 
tweaked something. He was in discomfort heading to the bench for the 
media timeout, flexing his leg as he skated. He returned from the timeout, 
got into his butterfly in the crease and tested it out. He’s still in, we play 
on. 

Rangers thought they’d grabbed the lead: Quick turnaround shot from the 
left circle while engaged with a defender by Ryan Strome beats Raanta 
along the ice, between the legs, and the Rangers thought they had taken 
a 2-1 lead. BUT, the Canes challenge the play for it having been offside. 
And the challenge is successful. NO GOAL. Canes dodge a bullet. 

Big shot from the slot hits iron: Canes have a chance after a good cycle 
in the zone, but the shot from deep in the slot clangs off the bar behind 
Shesterkin. 

Sloppy on ‘D’, but a chance on ‘O’: The Canes came out of the break a 
little sloppy in their own end, leading to a few chances, though no official 
shots, by the Rangers. At the other end, Sebastian Aho had a chance 
very similar to a play that resulted in a goal last time out, with a weaker 
backhand on Shesterkin. The keeper made this save, however. 

FIRST PERIOD 

Hurricanes best 5-on-5: Stop us if you’ve heard that before. The Canes 
outshot the Rangers 11-5 in the frame, and at even strength Carolina 
was the better team. The teams traded goals on Rangers power plays 
and emerge from the first period even at 1-1. 

Rangers strike back: Ian Cole’s penalty costs the Canes a goal. On the 
PP offensive zone faceoff, the puck gets sent across the tops of the 
circles to Mika Zibanejad, who one-times it past Antti Raanta to tie things 
at 1-1. 

Canes back to the kill: Rangers’ Trouba lines up Ian Cole and misses, 
but to rub it in, Cole crosschecks him in the back. That is also no allowed, 
and Cole sits for two minutes. 

First goal to the Canes: Shorthanded, the Canes get one on the “power 
kill,” with Jordan Stall floating a pass for Vincent Trocheck and the finish 
from the right post beats Igor Shesterkin with Svechnikov still in the box 
for another nine seconds. Pretty play. 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Vincent Trocheck (16) celebrates with Jordan Staal 
(11), Brady Skjei (76), and Brett Pesce (22) after scoring on New York 
Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) to take a 1-0 lead during the first 
period on Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup 
second round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

First power play to Rangers: Andrei Svechnikov runs over Tyler Motte too 
close to the boards, runs him INTO the boards and that is not allowed. 
Svechnikov sits for two minutes and the Rangers get their first power 
play of the game. 

Controversy: Alexis Lafreniere slides into the goal cage to thwart a 
Canes wraparound attempt as Shesterkin was clearly beat. Given 
Lafreniere was sliding and not in control, no penalty on the play. And 
there wasn’t a penalty to call there anyway. But the sequence got the 
crowd into a lather. 
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Early 5-on-5 edge to Canes: The better of 5-on-5 play has favored the 
Canes here in the early going. Shesterkin fought through a crowd in front 
to smother a pusk on a short side chance by the Staal line. 

First good scoring chance to Canes: A good forecheck leads to a couple 
of good chances in on Shesterkin, including one wraparound from behind 
the cage that the Russian keeper stuffed with his right pad. 

First shot, NYR: The Rangers give Antti Raanta a tester to open the 
shooting up tonight as New York fires a shot in off the faceoff win from 
the right point. The Canes’ goalie nonchalantly scoopes it with his mitt. 

PREGAME 

Line shuffling: With Jordan Martinook drawing back into the lineup, the 
Canes have rejiggered their lines a little bit tonight. Looking at: 

Teravainen-Aho-Jarvis 

Svechnikov-Trocheck-Necas 

Niederreiter-Staal-Fast 

Domi-Kotkaniemi-Martinook 

Slavin-DeAngelo 

Skjei-Pesce 

Smith-Cole 

Raanta 

MORNING UPDATE 

Jordan Martinook appears ready to return to the lineup for the first time 
since he was injured in Game 3 of the first-round series against the 
Boston Bruins. He would replace Steven Lorentz, although Hurricanes 
coach Rod Brind’Amour wouldn’t commit to the change Thursday 
morning. 

Steve Kozari and Chris Lee are the referees. That duo worked Game 7 of 
the first-round series against the Boston Bruins and Lee also worked 
Game 4 of that series. David Brisebois and Matt MacPherson are the 
linesmen. 

Quietly, Sebastian Aho passed Eric Staal and Ron Francis for the most 
playoff points and assists, respectively, in franchise history in the Game 4 
loss. He needs one goal to tie and two to pass Staal in playoff goals and 
claim ownership of all three scoring categories. 

With a win Thursday, the Hurricanes would be the first team since 2014 
to win its first seven home playoff games. The Rangers already became 
the first team since that season to recover from multi-game deficits in 
consecutive playoff series. 

Former U.S. National Team star — and Seven Lakes resident — Clint 
Dempsey is the pregame siren sounder. NASCAR driver Harrison Burton 
and N.C. State football coach Dave Doeren were scheduled to handle 
intermission duties. 
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Why Hurricanes-Rangers Game 5 Thursday could be the pivotal game of 
the 2022 playoffs 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER UPDATED MAY 27, 2022 12:02 AM 

 

It’s not a Game 7, with all the pressure, enormity and finality. 

But a Game 5 in the Stanley Cup playoffs can be pivotal, with its own 
pressures, and could be again Thursday between the Carolina 
Hurricanes and New York Rangers at PNC Arena. 

The Canes produced their best game of the playoffs in Game 5 of the 
first round of the playoffs. Tied 2-2 in their series with the Boston Bruins 
and coming off two road losses, the Canes won 5-1 at PNC Arena, 
getting power-play goals from Tony DeAngelo and Seth Jarvis while 
goalie Antti Raanta had 33 saves. 

The Hurricanes have had some big Game 5 wins in the playoffs through 
the years — beating Buffalo in the Eastern Conference finals in 2006, 
beating New Jersey in overtime in the opening round in 2002, beating 
Nashville in overtime in 2021. 

There also have been Game 5 disappointments. In the 2006 Stanley Cup 
finals, Edmonton’s Fernando Pisani made NHL history with his 
shorthanded goal to beat the Canes in overtime. There also was the 
1999 loss to the Bruins in Greensboro on Anson Carter’s goal in a 
second overtime. 

In franchise history, the Canes/Whalers have never lost a playoff series 
holding a 3-2 lead after five games, going 8-0. The flip side: they’re 2-8 
when trailing 3-2 in a series after five games. 

“It’s the best-of-three now and we have to re-set,” Canes captain Jordan 
Staal said after Thursday’s morning skate. “We’re back home where 
we’re comfortable and we need to get the job done here and go from 
there.” 

Carolina Hurricanes’ Jordan Martinook (48) and Boston’s Connor Clifton 
(75) battles for control of the puck in the first period on Monday, May 2, 
2022 during game one of their Stanley Cup first round series at PNC 
Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett rwillett@newsobserver.com 

MARTINOOK COULD BRING ENERGY 

At a time when the Canes could be looking for an energy boost, Jordan 
Martinook is expected to rejoin the lineup Thursday. The forward, an 
alternate captain, has not played since Game 3 of the Boston series 
when he sustained a lower-body injury. 

“It’s a long time coming. I’m excited,” Martinook said after the skate. “I 
don’t know if something is needed. I’m going to bring what I bring. I’m 
going to be physical, going to be tenacious and hopefully that can be a 
bit of a spark. But I think everybody’s feeling good.” 

Martinook could replace Steven Lorentz on Jesperi Kotkaniemi’s line, 
although Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour said after the skate that a final 
lineup decision had not been made. 

“If he gets in he’s an energy guy and you can never have enough of that,” 
Brind’Amour said. 

Martinook, like most of his teammates, was asked why the Canes have 
been unbeaten at home but unable to win a road game in the playoffs. 

“It’s the playoffs and everyone talks about how the home crowd can give 
you a little extra,” he said. “It’s been proven here. 

“It’s not like we’ve been going into a game thinking, ‘Oh, we’re on the 
road, we’re going to lose.’ That’s definitely not the mindset. It’s just the 
way it’s played out.” 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant again mentioned Thursday how goalie 
Igor Shesterkin was bothered by the treatment he received in Pittsburgh 
from Penguins fans in the opening round. 

Pens fans chanted “Ig-or, Ig-or” throughout the game. Standard stuff, 
yes, but it was loud, constant and apparently effective as Shesterkin 
allowed 10 goals on 45 shots and was pulled in each of the first two 
games in Pittsburgh, both losses. 

“I think it was more a mental thing than a physical thing,” Gallant said 
Thursday. “First time through the playoffs and a young goalie and the 
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way that crowd was roaring and cheering against him. And you learn. 
You get better from that. 

“We talked to him a couple of times that he had to focus on the play and 
that he couldn’t worry about what the crowd was doing or a bad goal. 
He’s played great. I think he’s ready for that now.” 

Canes fans at PNC Arena have not given Shesterkin the same loud 
treatment. He allowed three goals in the first two games at PNC Arena, 
both close losses, and two in two games in New York. 

PENALTY-FREE MARTIN NECAS 

Canes forward Martin Necas has been in 30 playoff games without taking 
a penalty. He has averaged 16:30 in ice time in those 30 games and is 
the 19th player in NHL history to play his first 30 playoff games penalty-
free. 

Question: is that a good thing or bad thing? The Canes employ an 
aggressive, attacking forechecking system and there will be penalties. 
Necas either has been very smart or perhaps not aggressive enough. He 
has three points in 11 playoff games this year, none against the Rangers. 
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Are the Hurricanes getting Shesterkin’d? How to explain road woes? Bag 
of Jerks 

 

Sara Civian1 

 

The bad news: The Hurricanes are 0-5 on the road this postseason. They 
blew their second 2-0 series lead as the Rangers tied it up in New York 
City, and if the Canes are to advance, they will once again have little rest 
against their next opponent. 

The good news: The Hurricanes are 6-0 at home, and Game 5 is at PNC 
on Thursday. If necessary, Game 7 will be, too. 

How concerned should we be about this home-ice tilt trend? Does it 
really mean that much? Is there something the Canes can do to change 
it? 

It’s definitely time for an impromptu playoff Bag of Jerks. 

(Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity and length.) 

Hello Sara, Should I panic? I’m thinking about panicking. IS IT TIME TO 
PANIC?!?! — Keith R. 

Keith! 

Methinks it is not yet the time to panic, despite some of the gloomy 
discourse. There are areas of concern, don’t get me wrong: The power 
play, the last change, the lack of production from the top guys, the 
existence of Igor Shesterkin. But I am not a proponent of panicking until 
the Canes lose a game at home. 

Narratives aside, it’s now a best-of-three series. So, if they lose 
Thursday, I will allow you one (1) ounce of panic. 

Do you think the Canes are missing something specific that’s causing 
them to lose road games, or is it a combination of disadvantageous 
matchups and the Rangers’ home-ice advantage? — Erin M. 

This is the mind-boggling question of the Canes’ postseason, and I’ve 
been thinking about it and asking about it to no avail. No one on the 
Hurricanes has much of an explanation for the phenomenon. They 
generally point to the fact that they’re losing the special team battles 
more frequently on the road. 

“I don’t think it’s on our mind that we haven’t won in the postseason on 
the road,” Ian Cole said ahead of Game 4. “I think it’s more the fact that 
we squandered some opportunities in the Boston series. Last game, we 
were in a pretty decent spot and squandered that opportunity as well. I 
think everyone is aware that we need to put a stranglehold on this series. 
There’s a sense of urgency and a sense of desperation that we don’t 
want to put ourselves in the same situation as with Boston.” 

Well, they are now in that situation again. They pulled it off before, but it 
felt like the games against Boston were much more dominant for each 
team at home, where the games against New York have been tighter all 
around. 

I think we make a bigger deal about matchups in the last change sense 
than we should. You need to expect that any opponent in the playoffs is 
going to give your top lines trouble, and they simply need to rise above it. 
As much as we galaxy brain this stuff, when you get to the second round, 
your best players need to have their best performances. That hasn’t been 
the case for the Canes. 

Whatever the reason (Igor Shesterkin, anyone?), the Canes can’t bank 
on the same results they had in Round 1. 

They don’t seem as discouraged as many of the fans are, though. 

“It’s not like we’re going into a game being like ‘Oh, we’re on the road, 
we’re going to lose,’” Jordan Martinook said ahead of Game 5. “That’s 
definitely not the mindset. It’s just the way it’s played out. It’s definitely 
not in anybody’s heads or anything. We’re fine.” 

What happened to our goal scorers? — Becky M. 

After Game 2, I asked Brind’Amour why he thought the Hurricanes 
defense was scoring so much throughout the playoffs. Tony DeAngelo 
and Jaccob Slavin led the team in points in the first round, and Brendan 
Smith and Ian Cole scored the big goals in the first two games of the 
second round. Brind’Amour’s answer was telling — and mind you, this 
was before the Canes went down 2-2 on the series. 

“That actually makes me think about why the other guys aren’t scoring, 
he said. “I think that’s the better question.” 

Aho has been generally solid at home throughout the playoffs, with four 
goals and eight points in the six games at PNC — including two goals 
and three points in two games against the Rangers. But when he 
disappears from the scoresheet on the road (no goals and one point in 
five games), so do the Canes. That’s been an issue, but you maybe 
expect that with the matchups and Shesterkin. What you need is for the 
other offensive heavy hitters to step up. 

Vincent Trocheck hasn’t scored a point in six games. Andrei Svechnikov 
hasn’t scored one in the past five. We all know Martin Necas doesn’t 
have a goal in the playoffs, and he doesn’t have a point in the past five 
games, either. And I wouldn’t call Jesperi Kotkaniemi a “goal scorer,” but 
I’d expect at least one goal through his 11 playoff games, and he’s only 
got an assist to his name. 

What gives? 

For some, it’s a bit of puck luck and shot selection. There have been a 
few situations where it felt like Svechnikov, who leads the Canes with 29 
shots in the playoffs, would’ve had a goal if he elevated the puck or made 
the tiniest adjustment to his shot selection. Sometimes it’s felt like the 
rebounds are there for the taking in front of Shesterkin and the Canes 
have needed to improve on the second effort. 

Necas has been frustrating to watch, but no one is more frustrated about 
it than him. I thought he had his strongest performance of the series in 
Game 4, and maybe that bodes well for Game 5. That rung post was 
loud. 

“I’m confident that eventually (the shots) are going to find the back of the 
net. Maybe as a forward group, we can do a little better to be in 
(Shesterkin’s) eyes and get to loose pucks out there,” Aho said. “Dirty 
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goals. You get one of those, you get confidence and all of a sudden, you 
get all kinds of goals.” 

In your opinion, are Necas’ struggles just bad puck luck or actual 
regression? He looked better in Game 4, but he’s had three or four 
Grade A chances in the playoffs with zero goals. Following that, any idea 
what his contract could look like this summer? — Ray S. 

What came first: The chicken or the bad bounces? 

The thing is, none of this exists in a vacuum. Necas has been gripping 
the stick a bit too tight throughout the season, and a lot factors into it: his 
own scoring woes, the contract season, scoring four goals then getting 
demoted to the fourth line, maybe too many similar players (wingers who 
can play center) on the Canes. 

The trend has extended through the playoffs, and Necas’ postseason 
start, in particular, was tough. I will say, he appears to be trending in the 
right direction with his Game 4 performance. Problem is, the Canes don’t 
have time for their skill guys to “trend in the right direction” tied 2-2 in a 
playoff series. Necas has an elusive shot when he uses it, and it could be 
a great tool against Shesterkin. 

Part of it is also, I think, that the Canes have been trying to use Necas as 
an energy guy or two-way glue guy when that just isn’t who he is (or will 
ever be). So to answer your second question, the contract is going to be 
tricky. Everyone expected a breakout season and the next step. 

He didn’t have a horrible season or anything, with 14 goals and 40 points 
in 78 games, but there was another gear anticipated. 

The additions of Jesperi Kotkaniemi and Seth Jarvis seem to have 
pushed Necas to the perimeter in terms of the Canes’ current 
deployment and future. I can’t imagine Necas’ next contract looking like 
anything more than a bridge deal, and I think it would be good for him to 
get a bigger role elsewhere if the Canes can’t use him in the way he’s 
meant to be used. 

How much should we be concerned about Ryan Reaves? — Rom P. 

My honest opinion? Reaves did what he had to do to help win Game 4, 
but I don’t think he got into the Canes’ heads in any long-term kind of 
way. It looked like they were thinking about his words at the beginning of 
the game Tuesday. Even though it was Jacob Trouba who ended up 
delivering the hit to Max Domi, the Canes went into the game expecting 
the Rangers to make runs at them, and it felt like they were trying too 
hard to win that game inside the game. 

Then Steven Lorentz gets the instigator, the Rangers capitalize on the 
power play and the Canes are chasing a game it never felt like they’d 
come back from. 

I do think it’s a lesson learned and we won’t see it again. 

How much of an effect is Igor having on the Hurricanes’ minds? Seems 
like a lot of extra passing, especially Tuesday night, to get an extra 
opening in net. — Bryan O. 

I think it’s less about Shesterkin getting in their heads and more about his 
flat-out elite skill. This guy is a Hart finalist for a reason, and after a few 
tough Round 1 goals allowed (but those were more on the guys in front 
of him), he’s seemed to chill out and return to his regular-season form. 
Good goalies seem to level out like that as the playoffs go on. 

I’d also point to Game 3 and the Hurricanes’ high shot volume to refute 
your point. 

If we want to talk about mind games, though, I think Game 4 showed that 
the Canes might be putting themselves in their own heads. Maybe that 
extra pass comes from not wanting to be the one who loses the 
possession on the power play off a weak shot. 

How would you fix the power play? — Alyssa T. 

At this point, the Hurricanes’ power-play scoring woes are also evident in 
their five-on-five play, and it comes down to a few things. Opponents are 

obviously better in the playoffs, everyone is playing their absolute hardest 
on the penalty kill, and it’s not as easy as it is in the regular season to 
score on the man advantage. 

Now that we’ve got that excuse out of the way, the aforementioned goal 
scorers simply need to be better on the power play and at five-on-five. 
The honest answer is the Hurricanes can’t change much about their 
power play scheme at this time of the year. And that scheme seems to 
be making a few passes up high, taking a shot and losing possession. 

They need to be more north-south than east-west, but knowing how to 
get them to do that in the playoffs is above my pay grade. 

So Brind’Amour is pretty averse to change, as we’ve all seen over the 
years. Do you feel like this is becoming an issue? Especially in this 
series? — Jeff W. 

Brind’Amour’s reluctance to change certain things about the lineup has 
definitely become a #narrative, and at times it has been valid to question. 
But I do think he’s made a few great changes throughout these playoffs, 
so I’m not sure why the narrative is continuing or what people want to 
suggest. A few examples: He promoted Max Domi in Game 6 of the first 
round, and Domi scored two Game 7 goals. He re-united Aho and Teuvo 
Teravainen, and they automatically went back to working their magic. 
He’s rotated Derek Stepan and Steven Lorentz and could be bringing in 
Martinook for Game 5. 

He even promoted Nino Niederreiter to the first power-play unit to shake 
things up. 

What else is there to do that would honestly have an impact? 

Is it feasible to use Staal as a FOGO (face off, get off) like in lacrosse? — 
Craig T. 

Next time the Canes go into overtime, watch the first shift. Brind’Amour 
has literally started doing that, and it’s awesome. 
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Hurricanes’ ‘sometimes-stars’ return in key Game 5 win 

 

Staff 

 

RALEIGH — You need your best players to be at their best to win in the 
Stanley Cup Playoffs. 

And the Hurricanes’ best might have finally shown up for their second 
round series against the New York Rangers. 

Sebastian Aho may not have had any points in Thursday’s Game 5 — he 
did hit the iron twice — but he showed up on the scoresheet with a 
career-high five blocked shots as Carolina held the Rangers to just 17 
shots on goal. 

Vincent Trocheck, without a point in his last six games, finished off a 
beautiful pass from Jordan Staal for a shorthanded goal. 

Tony DeAngelo picked up his first point of the series with an assist on 
Teuvo Teravainen’s power play goal in the second period, which also 
ended Carolina’s five-game drought with the man advantage. 

And Andrei Svechnikov, searching for his scoring touch all postseason, 
found it in the third period, finishing a breakaway and sealing the 
Hurricanes’ 3-1 win to give them another victory at PNC Arena and a 3-2 
edge in the best-of-seven series. 

“Everyone played well,” Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “It’s 
kind of the game that I’ve been waiting for.” 
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Staal and Jaccob Slavin, the team’s two pillars of consistency, have been 
their usual selves, with Staal erasing whatever assignment he’s given 
and Slavin sweeping pucks off Rangers’ sticks like the world’s best 
janitor. 

But while they’re a big reason why the Hurricanes had their best regular 
season in franchise history, it has been the team’s depth — with its ability 
to have a different player be the hero on any given shift — that has been 
the real star of the team. 

And it had been missing most of the postseason — until Thursday. 

Sure, Ian Cole, Max Domi and Brendan Smith had their big moments, 
and Antti Raanta has silenced all his doubters by being perhaps the best 
goalie of the playoffs’ first two rounds. 

But on a team without a true superstar, the Hurricanes have always 
relied on their sometimes-stars to step up at different times. 

They’re the “Not Ready For Primetime Players” of the NHL, and the skit 
they performed Thursday struck a perfect tone. 

“I don’t know how to explain it, to be honest with you,” Brind’Amour said 
of the team’s power play suddenly coming back to life, though he might 
as well have been opining about his team’s ability to do what they do 
without a McDavid or a Makar. 

Even the players who broke through Thursday shrugged off the idea of a 
weight being lifted off their shoulders. 

“A little bit relieved,” Svechnikov said, “but the next day for me is going to 
be the same. I’m gonna work hard.” 

Trocheck, who had five points in the first round but didn’t get his first in 
the New York series until his shorthanded goal, seemed even less 
interested in the personal numbers. 

“If you were to tell our team, anybody on our team, you tell them that they 
have zero points in the playoffs and win the Stanley Cup, I don’t think any 
of us would care,” he said. 

There are still questions to be answered. 

Can the Hurricanes’ power play match its success from Game 5? Will 
Svechnikov, Trocheck and DeAngelo build off their performances? 

Most importantly, can the Hurricanes finally find a way to win on the road 
after losing their first five games of the postseason away from PNC 
Arena? 

“You just do it,” Trocheck said. “There’s no formula for it.” 

Carolina, however, seemed to rediscover their formula Thursday. There 
wasn’t a hat trick or a 50-save effort in goal. One player didn’t hoist the 
team on its back and carry it to victory. 

Instead, it was small moments, like 20-year-old rookie Seth Jarvis 
making the pass to Teravainen for his power play goal and then on his 
next shift taking a shaft of the stick to the mouth trying to block a shot. He 
went for the locker room but left behind a pool of blood, only to return 
less than four minutes later. 

“It’s not pretty,” Brind’Amour said of Jarvis’ bloated lower lip. “I give him a 
lot of credit. This kid’s growing on me every day.” 

And the team that Brind’Amour molded in his image is finally showing it’s 
ready for primetime. 

“I don’t usually take a lot of stock in one game into the next, good or 
bad,” Brind’Amour said. “It’s always about the next game and it takes a 
life of its own. 

“But that’s definitely the way we want to do it.” 
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Canes continue home ice dominance to take 3-2 series lead 

 

Brett Friedlander 

 

RALEIGH — For the Carolina Hurricanes, home continues to be where 
the heart is. 

As well as the playoff wins. 

Vincent Trocheck scored a shorthanded goal, Teuvo Teravainen scored 
on the power play and Andrei Svechnikov scored for the first time in the 
series as the Canes extended their franchise-record home playoff 
winning streak to seven on Thursday by beating the New York Rangers 
3-1 at PNC Arena and taking a 3-2 lead in the series. 

Carolina has yet to lose on its home ice this postseason. Now the task 
turns to winning on the road, where the Hurricanes can wrap up the best-
of-seven second round series on Saturday with a victory in Game 6 at 
Madison Square Garden. 

“I think we played our game and we were just everywhere kind of,” said 
Svechnikov, who put the game away by converting a breakaway 13 
minutes into the third period. “I think we’ve just got to just move that 
game to the next game and we’ll have success from that.” 

The Canes, as they have at home throughout the playoffs, dominated 
their own end with a smothering defensive performance that limited the 
Rangers to single-digit shots in each of the three periods. 

Goalie Antti Raanta needed to make 16 saves to earn the victory. And 
yet, it was a puck that got past him that helped turn the game into his 
team’s favor. 

It happened five minutes into the second period when with the score tied 
at one, the Rangers’ Ryan Strome created a turnover at the blue line, 
retrieved the puck between the circles and beat Raanta with a quick wrist 
shot. 

The goal, however, didn’t count. 

After a challenge by Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour, it was 
determined by video review that New York’s Andrew Copp was offside.  

“You’re never sure, but as soon as it happened, the process is check it, 
check it, check it,” Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know why it took so long, it 
was pretty clear. But at least they got it right.” 

The reversal seemed to light a fire under the Canes.  

Instead of being down 2-1 and in danger of having their home-ice 
advantage — and perhaps the series — slip away, it was Carolina that 
took the 2-1 lead just over five minutes later when Teravainen took a 
cross-ice feed from Seth Jarvis and snapped a high shot past New York 
goalie Igor Shesterkin high inside the far post. 

The goal was significant in more ways than just the scoreboard. It came 
with the Rangers’ Frank Vatrano in the penalty box for hooking 
Svechnikov, ending an 0-for-9 power play drought in the series.  

Carolina hadn’t scored with the man advantage since Game 6 of its first 
round series against Boston on May 12. 

“It’s weird. We’ve been in that funk for a long time,” Brind’Amour said. 
“That obviously was much better tonight.” 

As overdue as the power play was, Svechnikov was even more in need 
of a breakthrough. And he got it at a most opportune time. 

With seven minutes remaining and the Canes clinging to a one-goal lead, 
the struggling star beat New York’s Adam Fox to the puck at center ice, 
broke free on Shesterkin and slid the puck between the goalie’s pads to 
give his team a two-goal cushion. 
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It wasn’t just Svechnikov’s first goal of the series, it was also his first 
point. 

“Svechie is going to get his goals,” said teammate Trocheck. “He plays 
hard every night.” 

Like Svechnikov, Trocheck had also been held without a point through 
the first four games against the Rangers.  

He got off the schneid at 12:57 of the first period when, with Svechnikov 
in the box, he started a 2-on-1 break with Jordan Staal by dislodging the 
puck from Rangers antagonist Jacob Trouba. Staal then lifted a perfect 
pass over a diving K’Andre Miller that Trocheck finished for the Canes’ 
second shorthanded goal of the series. 

New York got even four minutes later, this time with Ian Cole serving a 
penalty, when Mika Zibanejad rocketed a one-timer past Raanta from the 
left circle. 

From that point on, it was all Carolina, which could have been even more 
dominant on the scoreboard as it was in the flow of play had Sebastian 
Aho not hit the post twice in the second period. 

“That’s just the type of game we play,” Trocheck said. “We play a hard-
nosed game, we play smart and above them. That’s how we played all 
regular season. We kind of got away from that the first couple games of 
the series, but when we play our game I like our chances against 
anybody.” 
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Rangers once again have no answer for Canes’ defensive wizardry 

 

Filip Bondy 

 

By now, it has become painfully clear that the Rangers are facing two 
different teams in the Eastern Conference semifinals. They are playing 
against the risk-taking, end-to-end, error-prone Hurricanes at the Garden, 
but the tight-checking, energetic, purposeful Hurricanes in Raleigh. 

It turns out it is a lot easier to skate with the Eighth Avenue Hurricanes 
than the Edwards Mill Road Hurricanes, as demonstrated again 
Thursday night when the Rangers dropped Game 5, 3-1. The Hurricanes, 
now leading the semifinal conference series, 3-2, once again morphed 
into the best defensive team in the league, and they were not much fun 
to play against. 

The transformation was quite extraordinary to watch. Carolina skated 
faster, harder. The Hurricanes’ moribund power play came to life. They 
still took a couple of dumb penalties, which actually led to the Rangers’ 
only goal by Mika Zibanejad in the first period. But Carolina settled into a 
healthier, smarter rhythm soon enough. 

Right from the start, these were the home-ice Hurricanes, forechecking 
and dominating puck possession, limiting the Rangers to just 17 shots in 
the game. Carolina nearly doubled the Rangers’ time in the offensive 
zone. It was a decidedly one-sided game, competitive on the scoreboard 
only because of the usual heroics by Igor Shesterkin. 

The Rangers can only do so much when Igor Shesterkin looks suddenly 
human. (Karl B DeBlaker/AP) 

“We weren’t quick enough, we weren’t strong enough, we weren’t 
competitive enough,” Gerard Gallant told reporters, after the setback. “It 
was a total team that looked tired.” 

The Hurricanes managed to beat the Rangers’ unbeatable goalie three 
times—including a short-handed goal and their first power-play goal of 

the series. In both cases, those goals were the result of pretty, cross-ice 
passes that led to quick, redirected wrist shots—by Vincent Trocheck and 
Teuvo Teravainen. These were the kind of tic-tac-toe plays that even a 
superhero like Shesterkin could not sabotage. 

Carolina sealed the deal on a clean breakaway goal by Andrei 
Svechnikov at 13:01 of the third period, a backhander through the legs of 
Shesterkin. That goal led to a sarcastic, “Igor,” chant throughout the 
arena, and a good time was had by nearly all in attendance. 

The consistently inconsistent Hurricanes are now 7-0 at home in the 
postseason; 0-5 in Boston and New York; the starkest home-away 
differential in Stanley Cup history. They are plus-17 in Raleigh; minus-13 
on the road. 

What is it about home ice that could possibly cause such a dramatic 
advantage in the series? This sort of divergence is extreme, even by 
NHL playoff standards. While both the Garden and the PNC Arena are 
lively, frenetic places, neither one is often listed among the five most-
intimidating venues in the NHL. The Canadian arenas are louder and 
more fearsome. 

Matchups have certainly been a factor. When Rod Brind’Amour has been 
able to dictate the last line change at home, he has largely neutralized 
the Rangers’ top scorers with Carolina’s most rigorous checkers. Jordan 
Staal has shadowed Mika Zibanejad relentlessly. Chris Kreider did not 
have a shot on goal. 

“They did a pretty good job of pinning us in the D zone,” Kreider said. 
“Little details had us pinned for the whole shift. Anytime they had their 
forecheck going, it was a big part of it was our inability to get into the 
neutral zone. They do a good job of taking away time and space.” 

The traditional NHL rule, which allows the home coach to send out his 
players after the visitors have committed to their own lineup, is an 
enormous edge. For the sake of comparison: Imagine that a visiting 
baseball team is not allowed to employ any defensive shifts, while the 
home manager has permission to do so. Or, that a football coach at 
home can wait to see his opponents’ offensive formation, before sending 
out his defensive personnel. 

There are other, more conventional factors. Players are traditionally more 
comfortable at home, sleeping in their own beds and skating on their own 
ice. They are accustomed to the puck’s rebound angles and speed off 
the arena’s boards. They become more aggressive at the urging of the 
crowd, leading to vigorous checking at both ends. 

“Everyone played well,” Brind’Amour said. “This was the game we were 
waiting for. That obviously was a lot better tonight. I don’t know how to 
explain it.” 

Carolina earned this critical home-ice advantage in the series by finishing 
six points ahead of the Rangers in the Metropolitan Division, by beating 
them in three of four head-to-head meetings. The Rangers lost two, tight 
games to Carolina in April. If they had won those games in regulation, 
that would have meant an eight-point swing and enough to capture first 
place. 

In that scenario, the Rangers would have hosted a potential seventh 
game at the Garden. That is not on the schedule now, of course. The 
Rangers must win the next two games, and Game 7 would be back in 
Raleigh. 

Raleigh happens to be the place where the Carolina pumpkin always 
seems to turn into a magic carriage. 
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Rangers on brink of elimination after dropping Game 5 to Canes 
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Pat Leonard 

 

The Rangers will have to beat the Carolina Hurricanes once on their 
hallowed home ice to win this second round series. But first they need to 
hold serve at the Garden to stay alive. 

Vezina finalist Igor Shesterkin had little help in Thursday night’s lopsided 
3-1 Game 5 loss in Raleigh, N.C., despite a first period Mika Zibanejad 
power-play goal that had appeared to foreshadow a more even match to 
come. 

The Hurricanes controlled the puck and the game at even strength, 
scored their own first power-play goal of the series, and improved to a 
perfect 7-0 in this postseason at PNC Arena. 

Carolina forward Andrei Svechnikov sealed it with a third period 
breakaway goal at 13:01, beating Rangers defenseman Adam Fox to a 
loose puck in the neutral zone before going five-hole on the Blueshirts’ 
excellent netminder. 

The Rangers fell behind, 3-2, in the series, and will host the Hurricanes in 
Game 6 on Saturday night at the Garden needing a victory to stay alive. 

The Rangers need to dominate at the Garden on Saturday to extend the 
series. (Chris Seward/AP) 

“There’s always disappointment, frustration, anger when you lose a 
hockey game, especially at this level,” said Chris Kreider, who was held 
without a shot in Thursday’s defeat. “The [locker] room’s incredibly 
competitive, but the great thing about playoff hockey is we got another 
opportunity. Must-win game, game at home, hold serve and give 
ourselves an opportunity to play better here.” 

The good news for Game 6: the Rangers are 5-1 at home in these 
playoffs. 

The bad news: even if they win, no one has figured out how to beat 
Carolina on their own ice, and that’s where Gerard Gallant’s team will 
need to capture Game 7 in order to advance to an Eastern Conference 
Final against the Tampa Bay Lightning. 

“We’ve been in this position before and I like our chances on home ice,” 
center Ryan Strome said. “We’re familiar with this situation and got a 
chance to push it to seven.” 

In Game 5 Thursday night, Shesterkin kept the Rangers in it with several 
key third period saves, including a brilliant right pad stop on Svechnikov 
off a defensive zone faceoff. 

But Gerard Gallant’s team lost their Garden mojo from Games 3 and 4 
away from home. The Rangers have scored seven total goals in two wins 
at home in this series and two total goals in three games on the road. 

“I think it was a lot [on] us tonight,” Gallant said. “I don’t think we played 
our game at all. I thought we were reaching with sticks all night instead of 
finishing checks with the body like the other night. To me it was the worst 
game in the five games so far this series. They pretty well dominated that 
game tonight.” 

Zibanejad and Kreider’s top line was neutralized at even strength. 
Carolina matched center Jordan Staal’s checking line with the last 
change on home ice. That set the tone for the Hurricanes’ even strength 
dominance throughout. 

“I think they did a pretty good job of pinning us in our D zone,” Kreider 
said. “There were a handful of plays I could have gotten it out on the 
wall... Those little details had us pinned for a whole shift… Personally I 
gotta do a better job on the wall.” 

“Every time they had their forecheck going a bit of it was our inability to 
get through the neutral zone,” the 52-goal scorer added. “When we’re 
unable to establish our forecheck, they’re gonna have more 
opportunities.” 

Gallant juggled his lines a bit in the third period, and the Rangers killed a 
late power play, but they were outshot 34 to 17, and those numbers 
reflected the difference in puck possession. Gallant said his own team 
“looked tired.” 

The Hurricanes led, 2-1, entering the third period after attacking in waves 
for most of the second. The Rangers were overmatched playing most of 
the period at even strength, outshot a total 21-10 after two. 

Strome thought he’d given the Blueshirts a 2-1 lead at 4:57 of the second 
period after a persistent turnaround at the blue line and a five-hole finish 
on Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta. 

But Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour successfully challenged an offsides 
on Andrew Copp to disallow the goal and keep the game knotted at one. 

Then Teuvo Teravainen scored the Hurricanes’ first power-play goal of 
the series on their 10th man advantage in five games at 9:47, capitalizing 
on a Frank Vatrano hooking penalty. 

Shesterkin otherwise weathered the storm, with a glove save off a tough 
deflection, and help from his post with Sebastian Aho all alone in front. 

The first period was lopsided in Carolina’s favor, too. An offensive zone 
face-off win by Zibanejad at least temporarily shifted the power 
imbalance on Carolina’s home ice and lifted the visitors even, 1-1. 

The Hurricanes outshot and outhit the Rangers in the opening 20 
minutes and took a 1-0 lead on a Vincent Trocheck shorthanded goal 
12:57 in. 

Rangers defenseman Jacob Trouba’s blue line turnover sent Carolina 
back up ice on a two-on-one, where Jordan Staal feathered a perfect 
pass over a sliding K’Andre Miller for the Hurricanes’ first goal in any first 
period all series. 

It could have been 2-0 Hurricanes, if not for a sliding save on a Trocheck 
rebound wraparound by skilled winger Alexis Lafreniere. 

Fortunately, Hurricanes defenseman Ian Cole’s crosscheck on Trouba 
gave the Rangers another power play, and Zibanejad scored for a third 
straight game on a one-timer from Artemi Panarin to tie the game at 
17:06. 

The key to the goal was Zibanejad winning his draw with Staal clean. 
Zibanejad had entered the game 15-of-56 (26.7%) against Staal on face-
offs, including 6-of-25 (24%) in the offensive zone. He was 11-of-17 in 
that head-to-head on Thursday. 

Panarin slid the puck back to defenseman Adam Fox at the point, then 
took a pass and slid it across the ice to a winding Zibanejad for the finish 
and tie game. That good feeling would be short-lived, though, despite 
weathering an 11-5 shot disadvantage in the second. 

The Hurricanes became just the third NHL team ever to win their first 
seven home playoff games while allowing two or fewer goals in all seven 
victories. That hasn’t happened since the 2003 New Jersey Devils. 

And they are the first NHL ever to play 12 straight games to start a 
postseason in which the home team has won all 12. It’s good news for 
Game 6 that the Hurricanes are 0-5 on the road these playoffs. That’s 
bad news for Game 7—if necessary. 

“We’ve played a lot of must-win games lately,” said Strome, referring to 
the Rangers’ first round 3-1 series comeback on the Pittsburgh Penguins. 
“And I think we’ve done a pretty good job.” 
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Hurricanes break power play 'funk' as pivotal goal sinks Rangers 
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Ethan Sears 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Throughout the Rangers’ second-round playoff series, 
their penalty kill had kept the Hurricanes vexed.  

Maybe that had to end at some point. And maybe, no matter when that 
was, it would not have been particularly convenient for the Rangers. But 
that does not make it much easier to swallow Teuvo Teravainen’s 
second-period goal on the man-advantage, the eventual game-winner in 
a 3-1 Hurricanes victory on Thursday night that put Carolina up 3-2 in the 
series.  

With the PNC Arena crowd willing the Hurricanes on, it took them just 
over 20 seconds to score after Frank Vatrano was called for hooking at 
9:25. Teravainen converted on a cross-ice feed from Seth Jarvis, 
breaking the drought in decisive fashion.  

“We kinda talked after the last game, just reset and start over,” 
Teravainen said. “We don’t have to think too much behind, just thinking 
what’s going forward. And today, big goal on the power play.”  

Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour had little explanation for why the unit 
finally found the back of the net on Thursday. He was, however, happy to 
take it.  

“It’s weird,” he said. “We’ve been in that funk for a long time. It was OK 
as far as how it looked. That obviously was much better tonight. I don’t 
know how to explain it, to be honest with you. Talked about the same 
things. But that’s how it goes sometimes.”  

Coupled with an early short-handed goal from Vincent Trocheck after 
Jacob Trouba gave away the puck at the blue line, the Hurricanes had a 
decisive advantage on special teams even while giving up a power-play 
goal to Mika Zibanejad.  

“Jordan [Staal], he did a really good job of, he just wanted to wedge 
Trouba one way,” Trocheck said. “Trouba was trying to go the other 
[way], kind of fumbled the puck and landed right on my stick. I think they 
just were going so fast that they just skated by me and I had a little bit of 
time.”  

Though it’s not their first short-handed goal in the series — Brendan 
Smith had one in Game 2 — it does break a trend that had seen the 
Rangers get the better of the special teams battle thus far.  

For a Carolina team whose lack of power-play scoring had been a theme 
in the postseason at large — the Canes converted just five of 36 
opportunities in the first round against the Bruins — that amounts to a 
welcome reprieve.  

For the Rangers, it is quite the opposite. 
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Top line's brutal night sets tone for Rangers' undoing by Hurricanes 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Stop. Just stop with the obsession with matchups. 
Every team in the league faces these issues on the road. So does every 
coach. And neither the Rangers nor Gerard Gallant were shying away 
from the issue in Thursday’s Game 5.  

In fact, for the first time in the series, the coach sent the Chris Kreider-
Mika Zibanejad-Frank Vatrano line out for the opening faceoff while 
knowing darn well they would draw the deservedly celebrated Nino 
Niederreiter-Jordan Staal-Jesper Fast unit.  

This was Gallant and the Rangers accepting the challenge right from the 
get-go. Top lines have been matched against checking units from time 
immemorial. It is their responsibility to overcome the opposition.  

Hoo boy, did things go terribly wrong. Terribly wrong for that line and 
terribly wrong for the Rangers, dominated in every which way for at least 
the final 35 minutes in a 3-1 defeat that sends this series back to the 
Garden on Saturday where the Rangers will face Game 6 extinction.  

On this night, you had better believe the ’Canes were a superior hockey 
team. They had more gumption. They were far more attentive to details. 
They kept coming and coming and coming. It wasn’t only the Zibanejad 
unit, and oh by the way, it wasn’t only the matchup, for No. 93 and No. 20 
were just as ineffective when on against lines centered by Sebastian Aho 
and Vincent Trocheck  

“They did a good job of pinning us in our D-zone. There were certainly a 
handful of plays where I could have gotten it out on the wall by making 
better decisions,” said Kreider, who just didn’t seem right at all. 
“Personally I’ve got to do a better job.”  

Chris Kreider misses a shot in the third period. 

The line was overwhelmed. Zibanejad did wire home his sixth of the 
playoffs on the power play to bring the Rangers into a 1-1 tie late in the 
first period, but No. 93 was as ineffective generating offense as Kreider. 
They could not get through the neutral zone. They barely had possession 
in the offensive zone.  

Indeed, with the Rangers trailing 2-1 after the second period after a 
“goal” by Ryan Strome — by far the club’s best top-six forward, and that 
is not meant to damn by faint praise — was wiped off the board by an 
offside challenge, Gallant switched up his combinations for the third 
period, moving Filip Chytil up in Vatrano’s place and moving Alexis 
Lafreniere up with Strome and Panarin.  

A total of 10 shots through two periods will do that for you.  

At that point, the Zibanejad line did not have a single shot at five-on-five. 
They’d mustered only four attempts while being hammered in attempts. 
The line’s xGF rate was 17.49 percent. It was ugly. And Panarin hadn’t 
recorded either a shot or an attempt. Maybe Gallant adopted the misery-
loves-company approach when he replaced Chytil with No. 10 on the top 
unit midway through the third. Nothing happened then, either.  

This is not to make these guys scapegoats on a night when the ’Canes 
were faster, harder, more committed and just plain better in every facet 
excluding goaltending. But come on. It is incontrovertible that the 
Rangers will desperately need more from their marquee forwards if they 
are going to overcome this 3-2 series deficit and advance to a 
conference finals confrontation with the mighty Lightning.  

“It was a group effort, it really was,” Gallant said. “I mean, when we win 
and play well it’s a group effort but I thought this was just a total team 
that looked tired, I really do.  

“Obviously no team wins without their top guys. I’m not disappointed in 
my top guys. I’m disappointed in my team.”  

The ’Canes went through an enervating seven-game series against the 
Bruins just as the Rangers had against Pittsburgh. Both teams have 
played 12 postseason contests. If there was fatigue on the Blueshirts’ 
side, perhaps it was mental. The Rangers finished with a total of 17 shots 
on a night where they honestly did not pass up many at all. It is well-nigh 
impossible to recall a notable save by Antti Raanta. They could not get 
through the neutral zone.  

“I think it’s a decision from all 20 guys, and we talked about this between 
periods, to support each other with the puck and advance it instead of 
just being there,” Kreider said. “We have to be there to make a play. 
We’ve got to do it the entire game.”  

So Saturday night, Game 6. It would be foolish to write the Blueshirts off, 
but they will certainly have to do a better job on the matchup.  
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The matchup that is Rangers-Hurricanes. 
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Rangers staring at elimination once again: 'Desperate hockey' 

 

Ethan Sears 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers have not made it easy on themselves all 
season. 

Why start now? 

After a Game 5 performance in which the Hurricanes completely stymied 
the Rangers, beating them 3-1 on a night when the Blueshirts generated 
just 17 shots on goal and looked lost in the neutral zone, it’s time to 
break out the stats about this team’s ability to generate a comeback yet 
again. 

In case you’ve forgotten: 27 comeback victories in the regular season, a 
franchise record. And a 3-1 deficit in the first round that the Rangers 
responded to with three straight comeback victories to beat the 
Penguins. In that sense, at least, winning two straight against the 
Hurricanes could be seen as an easier lift. 

Chris Kreider wears a dejected expression after the Rangers' 3-1 Game 
5 loss to the Hurricanes. 

This time, Game 7 — if it gets that far — will be on the road. But the 
Rangers are not looking that far ahead just yet, and they are still a group 
content to have their backs against the wall. 

“I think pretty high,” Ryan Strome said of the group’s confidence level. 
“The way I look at it, we’ve played a lot of must-win games lately and 
we’ve done a pretty good job. Tonight we slipped up a little bit, but we’ve 
played some desperate hockey.” 

Desperate hockey was what got the Rangers through against the 
Penguins, and it was what they lacked Thursday night at PNC Arena. At 
Madison Square Garden on Saturday, in yet another must-win situation, 
they’ll be falling back on that first-round experience again. 

“We talked about experience with this group going into the playoffs but 
when I look around the room and the feel in that dressing room is super 
confident at all times, I think the first series helped a little bit and then 
having to win Games 3 and 4, those are pretty must-win games and we 
did a good job,” Strome said. “So we can draw from those experiences. 
Our crowd’s gonna be great.” 

Following the team’s Game 4 win, Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said he 
did not expect the momentum to carry over into the next contest. To his 
team’s detriment, that was proven correct Thursday. But the axiom could 
now work in their favor. 

“We gotta win one game,” said Chris Kreider, who failed to record a shot 
on goal Thursday. “So that’s our focus.” 

It has become a cliché to describe this team as resilient. But there is a 
reason for that. The proof has been in its play. And the Rangers will need 
every bit of that resiliency to get through Carolina now. 

“We gotta get back at it and win that game,” Strome said. “I’m really 
confident in the group and the belief is super high.” 
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Reviews continue to haunt Rangers as overturned goal proves costly 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — At this point, the Rangers are used to it.  

In both series this postseason, the Rangers have watched as several 
reviews have gone in their opponents’ favor — and rightfully so, aside 
from Kaapo Kakko’s goalie interference call in Game 1 against the 
Penguins that could’ve gone either way.  

The latest came in the Rangers’ 3-1 loss in Game 5 of their second-
round series against the Hurricanes on Thursday night at PNC Arena, a 
defeat which sends the club back to New York facing elimination for a 
fourth time this postseason.  

With the game tied 1-1 early in the second period, Ryan Strome turned 
around in the left faceoff circle and put the puck past Carolina goalie Antti 
Raanta. Carolina quickly challenged for offside and the goal was 
overturned following a short review.  

The Rangers watch a review as Ryan Strome's goal is overturned. 

“I didn’t know it until I got back to the bench,” said Strome, who led the 
Rangers with four shots on goal. “Obviously, things happen quick out 
there. Unfortunate, but that’s the way the game is, a rule is a rule. 
Unfortunately, they got the power-play goal after that, but that’s how 
close these games are, right?  

“Unfortunate, but we’ve been in this position before and I like our 
chances on home ice. It’s been a pretty good hockey series and we 
played good hockey. We’re familiar with the situation, got a chance at 
home to push it to seven and that’s the only thing we’re really worried 
about.”  

The Rangers have seen their fair share of goals overturned and goals 
against ultimately count after going under review through 12 games this 
postseason. While they’ve been able to get through it mentally in the 
past, this one was particularly deflating.  

After Strome’s goal was taken away, Frank Vatrano was called for 
hooking to send the Hurricanes on the power play, which they capitalized 
on with a goal from Teuvo Teravainen.  

“Honestly, I think we’ve done a good job of that in the playoffs,” Strome 
said. “I know it’s never something you want to do, but it feels like every 
review has gone against us. So we’ve had to get used to it a little bit. It 
definitely sucks, but that’s the way it goes. It’s a rule, it’s cut and dry. So I 
mean, it happens.”  

Ryan Strome celebrates before his goal is overturned. 

The Rangers rolled with the same lineup as Game 4 to start Game 5, but 
Gerard Gallant made some adjustments at the start of the third period to 
try and get his team going offensively.  

The Rangers head coach bumped Filip Chytil up to the right wing of the 
top line, like he did for most of Game 3 at the Garden. Alexis Lafreniere 
was also moved to the wing of Strome and Artemi Panarin, who also saw 
1:48 on the top line with Mika Zibanejad and Chris Kreider.  

Carolina forward Jordan Martinook, who last played in Game 3 of the 
Hurricanes’ first-round series against the Bruins, made his series debut in 
Game 5 against the Rangers on Thursday night. In replacing Steven 
Lorentz, Martinook lined up on the right wing of the Hurricanes’ fourth line 
and recorded two hits in 7:54 of ice time. 
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Rangers face elimination after feeble Game 5 loss to Hurricanes 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Rangers are headed back home in do-or-die 
mode once again. 

After losing 3-1 to the Hurricanes in Game 5 Thursday night at PNC 
Arena, the Rangers will need to stave off elimination for a fourth time this 
postseason at Madison Square Garden on Saturday and then be the first 
team in these playoffs to defeat Carolina at home in a Game 7 Monday in 
order to keep their season alive. 

Carolina now has a chance to clinch this series in New York in Game 6 
and advance to play the Lightning in the Eastern Conference final. 

The Rangers, on the other hand, will see if they have at least one more 
comeback in them this season. 

“We’re down 3-1 last series, we’re down 2-0 in this series, and all that 
matters is that next game,” said Ryan Strome, who led the Rangers with 
four shots on goal and did not receive much help from his fellow top-six 
players. “I think this group has really bought into that. Everyone was 
talking about momentum after Games 3 and 4, and tonight they won. It 
was just single game, we got to get back at it and win one game.” 

Rangers 

The pressure was on the Hurricanes in this one, considering they were 
defending their unbeaten streak on home ice this postseason after 
dropping their fourth and fifth straight road games in Games 3 and 4 at 
the Garden. 

But they took the reins in Game 5, put together their best performance of 
the series and ran away with it. 

The Rangers lost all of their jump after a goal by Strome was overturned 
due to an offside challenge early in the second period. From then on, the 
Rangers were caught in the eye of the storm. 

Shortly after the overturned tally, Frank Vatrano was called for hooking to 
send the Hurricanes on their first power play of the night. Carolina top-
line winger Teuvo Teravainen then sniped one from the bottom of the left 
faceoff circle for the 2-1 score at 9:47. 

Thanks to goalie Igor Shesterkin and the goalposts around him, the 
Rangers were lucky to head into the third period only down 2-1 after only 
putting up just 10 shots on goal through 40 minutes. 

“I didn’t think we played our game at all,” head coach Gerard Gallant 
said. “I thought we were reaching with sticks all night instead of finishing 
checks with the body like we did the other nights. To me, it was the worst 
game in the five games so far in this series. They pretty well dominated 
that game tonight.” 

Hurricanes winger Andrei Svechnikov, who hadn’t gotten on the score 
sheet through the first four games of this series, netted a dagger on a 
breakaway in the third period to secure the win. PNC Arena then took a 
page from Pittsburgh’s PPG Paints Arena’s book and echoed 
“IIIGGOORRR” around the building. 

The Rangers’ marquee forwards went quiet during five-on-five play — 
and it was far from the first time in these playoffs. Vatrano, Chris Kreider 
and Mika Zibanejad, who scored the Rangers’ lone goal on the power 
play, totaled just two shots. Artemi Panarin generated zero shots and 
Andrew Copp had just two. 

This is familiar territory for the Rangers, who have ridden their resilience 
all season long. They’ve survived three elimination games. They’ll need 
to find at least two more in them. 

“The way I look at it, we’ve played a lot of must-win games lately and 
we’ve done a pretty good job,” Strome said. “Tonight, we slipped up a 

little bit. But we’ve played some desperate hockey. We talked about 
experience with this group going into the playoffs, but when I look around 
the room and the feel in that dressing room, its super confident at all 
times. 

“I think the first series helped a little bit and then having to win Games 3 
and 4, those were pretty much must-win games and we did a good job. 
We can draw from those experiences.” 
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Jacob Trouba at forefront of Rangers' newfound grit 

 

Mollie Walker 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Remember all that talk about how the Rangers 
needed grit? 

It was less than a year ago, so it still seems like a fresh narrative. At the 
end of last season, the way the Rangers lost five of their last six games 
— which included three shutouts — against physical teams like the 
Islanders, Capitals and Bruins only made the notion that much stronger 
in the offseason. 

As the Rangers took the ice against the Hurricanes in Game 5 of the 
second round of the Stanley Cup playoffs Thursday night, however, the 
lack-of-toughness storyline seems like a lifetime ago. 

That’s because of the Rangers’ commitment to the organization’s hard-
to-play-against mantra, their conscious effort to stick up for teammates 
and the players — new and old — finding ways to incorporate some snarl 
into their individual games. 

Jacob Trouba has been at the forefront of it all. As the veteran 
defenseman has grown more comfortable over his three seasons in New 
York, Trouba has steadily become the physical presence on the back 
end that the Rangers always expected him to be. 

“He really epitomizes the way we want to play and he does it so 
consistently,” Chris Kreider said earlier in the season. 

There was the payback hit on Max Domi in Game 4 for the Hurricanes 
fourth-liner’s late cross-check on Ryan Lindgren after Game 3. The 
monster blow prompted Steven Lorentz to start throwing punches and in 
turn take an instigator penalty that gave the Rangers a power play, which 
they capitalized on to take a 1-0 lead on the way to their series-tying 4-1 
win at the Garden Tuesday night. 

Who could forget how Trouba leveled the Avalanche’s Nathan 
MacKinnon and lit up the Predators’ Luke Kunin earlier in the season? 
Each were momentum-changing hits which the Rangers fed off. 

“The hit was good,” fellow defenseman Justin Braun said of Trouba’s hit 
on Domi. “His response after that, you know, gets the guys going. He’s 
maybe one of the best right now at the timing on those hits. Catching 
guys, they got to know when he’s out there. If you don’t, you might be in 
trouble. 

“When you can have that physicality, you’re not going to get pushed out 
of a game. It’s huge for the whole bench.” 

Trouba has seemingly always had that part of his game, it’s just finally 
coming through. The additions of Ryan Reaves and Barclay Goodrow, 
who has been out since Game 1 of Round 1 with a suspected ankle 
fracture, has helped spread that biting style of play throughout the rest of 
the lineup. 
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Reaves finished third in the NHL in hits with 279 during the regular 
season. While he’s the name that most opponents look for, sometimes it 
seems like teams forget about Trouba, who had the third-most hits in the 
league this postseason entering Thursday night’s game at PNC Arena. 

Their physical play has been infectious. Reaves and 20-year-old Alexis 
Lafreniere led the Rangers in hits in Game 4 with five each. K’Andre 
Miller, Trouba’s second-year defensive partner, has added some 
nastiness to his game as well. We’ve found out that rookie Braden 
Schneider can pack a punch, too, and Ryan Lindgren seemingly grows 
tougher with age. 

“I think you’re just not backing down from the physical play,” Braun said 
of how he’d define gritty hockey. “Guys start throwing the visor on, you’re 
going right back at him. Even if you get knocked down, you’re getting up. 
You see gritty teams blocking shots, you see Motter [Tyler Motte] and 
Copper [Andrew Copp] doing that night in and night out. Other guys, 
[Adam Fox] even, eating like five [shots] in the third period the other 
night. He’s our highest-skilled D-man and he’s out there doing it. It’s 
awesome to see.” 

The days of the Rangers getting physically manhandled are gone. The 
concerns over the hesitant reactions to cheap shots are no more. The 
Rangers are tough, in every sense of the word, and it’s become a part of 
their identity. 

“Some players that we brought in, we wanted to add a little more physical 
play to our game because they didn’t think the team was hard enough,” 
head coach Gerard Gallant said. “I think we’ve added that.” 
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NHL playoffs 2022: Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 5 odds, prediction, 
pick 

 

Action Network 

 

For the second time this postseason, the New York Rangers have battled 
back from a two-game deficit to get a series back on level-pegging. But 
this comeback against Carolina is a little different from the one the 
Blueshirts pulled off against the Penguins. 

While the Rangers benefited from a lot of good fortune against the 
Penguins and were going up against a depleted team, they’ve earned 
their way back into the best-of-7 series against the Hurricanes, who can’t 
make the same kind of excuses that Pittsburgh could at the end of the 
series. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 5 odds 

Odds provided by BetMGM 

Spread: NYR +1.5 (-200) vs. CAR -1.5 (+170) 

Moneyline: NYR (+125) vs. CAR (-155) 

Total: Over 5.5 (+115) | Under 5.5 (-140) 

The BetMGM Logo 

Claim a Risk-Free First Bet up to $1,000 

New customers only. Must be 21+. AZ, CO, IA, IL, IN, LA, MI, NJ, NY, 
PA, TN, VA, WV, WY only. Full T&C apply. 

Caesars Sportsbook Logo Square 

Get up to $1100 in first bet insurance 

New users only, 21 or older. NY, CO, DC, IA, IN, IL, MI, NV, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. Full T&Cs apply. 

The WynnBet Logo 

Bet $50 Get $200 in Free Bets 

21+. New customers only. NY, AZ, CO, CT, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. T&C apply 

The PointsBet Logo 

Get two Risk-Free Bets up to $2,000 

New players only, 21 or older. Available in CO, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, NY, PA, 
VA, WV only. Full T&C apply. 

The BetRivers Logo 

100% First Deposit Match up to $250 with promo code NYPBONUS 

New players only, 21+. NY, NJ, MI, AZ, VA only. In order to participate in 
this promotion, the player needs to make a first deposit (of at least $10). 
Full T&C apply. 

FanDuel Logo Square 

Claim a $1,000 Risk-Free Bet 

21+. New customers only. NY, AZ, CO, CT, IA, IL, IN, MI, NJ, PA, TN, 
VA, WV only. T&C apply 

Risk Free Bet Up to $1000 + One Free Month of Fubo TV 

New users only, 21 or older. Available in IA, AZ only. Full T&C apply. 

Bet $1 Get $200 in Bet Credits with NYP365 

21+. New customers only. NJ only. Full T&C apply. 

Bet $20, Get $100 in Free Bets 

21+ & New Customers only. NJ & PA only. Full T&Cs apply. 

Get a $250 First Deposit Match 

21+, New Customers Only. NJ and CT only. Full T&Cs apply. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 5 prediction 

What’s most surprising about how this series has played out is that the 
Rangers have significantly improved their defense at 5-on-5. Against the 
Penguins, the Rangers allowed 114 high-danger scoring chances in 
seven games. Even though they were eliminated in Round 1, Pittsburgh 
still ranks third out of the 16 playoff teams in high-danger chances 
created. 

New York’s leaky defense and inability to protect the house against the 
Penguins led most folks to the logical prediction that the Hurricanes — 
who finished the regular season with the second-most high-danger 
scoring chances created — would have their way with the Rangers at 5-
on-5. 

That just hasn’t been the case. 

The Canes are getting more scoring chances and shot attempts at 5-on-
5, but they are not getting the separation needed against a team like the 
Rangers, who are built to withstand getting out-chanced thanks to their 
all-world goaltender and a big advantage on special teams. If you let the 
Blueshirts hang around, like the Hurricanes are doing, they will make you 
pay. 

New York Rangers vs. Carolina Hurricanes Game 5 today 

Carolina is a team that thrives on getting pucks in behind the defense 
and going to work on the forecheck. No team in the NHL retrieved more 
pucks off of dump-ins than the Hurricanes did in the regular season. 
When working, that style of play allows the Canes to wear out defenses 
and either catch them with tired legs or force them to over-commit and 
then find someone in open ice to create a good scoring opportunity. 
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Through four games, Carolina’s dump-and-chase style is not working. 
Part of it is due to a woefully cold offense that features several slumping 
players, but it’s also a matchup issue against Igor Shesterkin. Few 
netminders handle the puck as well as Shesterkin and his ability to move 
the puck can stop Carolina’s forecheck in its tracks.  

While Carolina’s offense is sputtering, its 5-on-5 defense remains in 
pretty strong form. The Hurricanes have held the Rangers to just five 
goals, 8.03 expected goals and 31 high-danger scoring chances in nearly 
200 minutes of 5-on-5 play.  

What has been plaguing the Hurricanes is that they’ve made one too 
many mistakes against a clinical team. Whether that means taking 
unnecessary penalties or turning the puck over too many times, the 
Canes will need to play a much cleaner game on Thursday night to get 
the series back on their terms. 

Although Games 3 and 4 could have easily gone over the total if not for 
some terrific goaltending and shoddy finishing from Carolina, it’s hard to 
ignore just how tight these two teams played in Raleigh last week. There 
have been a total of 14 goals through the first games of this series and 
only nine of them at 5-on-5. It feels like another tight game is in the cards 
and a bet on this game to go beyond 60 minutes makes sense. 

Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 5 pick 

Will the game go to overtime? Yes (+330) — DraftKings Sportsbook 
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Rangers' discipline under Gerard Gallant has paid dividends in NHL 
playoffs 

 

Larry Brooks 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. — Game 6 in Pittsburgh, Rangers down 3-2 in the series 
and 2-0 in the match early in the second period. Ryan Lindgren slashes 
Evan Rodrigues. There is no call on the play. Rodrigues responds by 
roughing No. 55. He’s called for the retaliatory penalty. 

Five seconds later, Mika Zibanejad wires one home on the power play. 
Only 1:16 after that, Zibanejad scores again to tie the score at 6:21 of the 
second period. The game has irrevocably shifted. The Blueshirts win it 5-
3 and tie the series before taking Game 7 at home in overtime. 

Game 4 of the second round at the Garden, Rangers down 2-1 in the 
series to Carolina, the contest scoreless past the midway point of the first 
period. Jacob Trouba destroys a stumbling Max Domi by the boards. 
There is no penalty called because it was a legal check. The Hurricanes’ 
Steven Lorentz feels the need to come to Domi’s rescue and confronts 
Trouba. 

First, Lorentz takes Trouba’s stick to the face, then is belabored in the 
ensuing fight. Trouba gets five minutes. Lorentz quite properly gets a 
two-minute instigator (and a 10-minute misconduct) on top of his fighting 
major. The Rangers go on the power play. 

Seven seconds before the man-advantage is set to expire, Frank Vatrano 
whips one by Antti Raanta for a 1-0 lead at 13:31 of the first. The game 
has irrevocably tilted toward the Rangers, who win it 4-1 to square the 
series. 

Two retaliatory penalties. Too undisciplined penalties. Two game-
changers. But we haven’t seen one of those committed by the Blueshirts. 
The Rangers’ combination of physicality and discipline throughout the 
tournament, and specifically in the series against the ’Canes, has 
become one of their primary assets. That is not exactly by happenstance. 

But it is another example of the Blueshirts practicing what head coach 
Gerard Gallant preaches. 

“Seriously, we talked about that all year long,” Gallant said hours before 
Thursday’s Game 5. “I like to play a physical hockey game but when 
you’re in the box you don’t have a whole lot of a chance when you’re 
playing a good hockey team. 

“So you go into a playoff series and if you really want to win you play 
smart, you play hard, but you stay out of the box. It’s definitely something 
we talked about before the series.” 

The Rangers were around the middle of the league in the number of 
times they were shorthanded during the regular season. After being short 
23 times in the first round, the Blueshirts had been on the penalty kill only 
nine times in the first four games against the ’Canes, and by the way 
snuffing every Carolina PP. 

The Blueshirts are playing with grit, they are competing in all the dirty 
areas, but they are not going into vigilante mode, not on Domi, not on 
Tony DeAngelo, not on anyone. 

“I think that comes from the coaching staff,” said Kevin Rooney, who 
centers the combative fourth line that features Ryan Reaves on his right 
side. “They do a great job in making sure we’re physical when we need 
to be, but that we shouldn’t go out of our way looking for something if it’s 
not there. That’s usually when you get in trouble and take penalties. 

Gerard Gallant has tried to make sure the Rangers don't take bad 
penalties. 

“I think we’ve done a good job of being disciplined but also tough to play 
against. Since Game 4 in Pittsburgh we’ve done a much better job of 
being harder to play against.” 

The Rangers are 5-2 since that Game 4 defeat in Pittsburgh in which Igor 
Shesterkin was pulled for the second straight contest with the taunting 
chants of “Igor” ringing in his ears. Since that match, the goaltender has 
recorded a .939 save percentage and 1.98 GAA. 

“I think it was more of a mental thing with Igor, to be honest with you,” 
Gallant said. “You know, first time through the playoffs as a young goalie 
and the way that crowd roared and was cheering against him. 

“But you learn, you get better from that and we talked to him a couple of 
times about keeping focus on the play and not worrying about the crowd 
or a bad goal. He’s played great. He’s ready for it now.” 

The Rangers came into this as an inexperienced and untested playoff 
group. That makes it all the more impressive that they have maintained 
their discipline through this first postseason experience. They have not 
overreacted to any piece of adversity. 

“I think that started when I got hired last summer,” Gallant said. “We 
brought some players in to add to our physical game because 
[management] didn’t think the team was hard enough. I think we’ve 
added that. 

“But when you add physicality, you’ve got to make sure you’re not going 
to the box on stupid penalties. It’s a fine line on that but I don’t think our 
team has taken many stupid penalties over the year. That’s the biggest 
thing for me. They play hard but there aren’t many times when you say, 
‘That’s a dumb penalty.’ ” 
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Rangers pushed to the brink after losing Game 5 in Carolina 

 

By Colin Stephenson 
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RALEIGH, N.C. — Even before they won two straight games in Madison 
Square Garden to tie their second-round playoff series against the 
Carolina Hurricanes, 2-2, the Rangers always knew that if they were to 
win the series and advance to the Eastern Conference final, they would 
have to win at least one game in Carolina, where the Hurricanes have 
not lost in this postseason. 

Now, if they are to win this series, they are going to have to beat the 
Hurricanes on their home ice in Game 7, because they never came close 
to pulling off the feat in Game 5 Thursday. 

Teuvo Teravainen’s power-play goal midway through the second period 
proved to be the game-winner in the Hurricanes’ 3-1 victory that gave 
them a 3-2 lead in the best-of-seven series and pushed the Rangers to 
the brink of elimination for the fourth time in these playoffs. 

Before they get to a Game 7, however, the Rangers must first win Game 
6, which will be at the Garden on Saturday. Game 7, if necessary, would 
be back in Raleigh on Monday. 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said his team played its worst game of the 
series in Game 5. He said the Blueshirts looked “tired.’’ 

“I didn’t think we played our game at all,’’ Gallant said. “I thought we were 
reaching with sticks all night, instead of finishing checks with the body 
like we did the other nights . . . To me, it was the worst game in the five 
games so far in this series. You know, [Carolina] pretty well dominated 
that game tonight. 

“We’ve got to win one game in here to win this series,’’ he said. “So 
hopefully that’s Game 7. But we’ve got to be better than we were tonight. 
Again, we weren’t quick enough; we weren’t strong enough.’’ 

Carolina, which outshot the Rangers 34-17, took the lead on a 
shorthanded goal by Vincent Trocheck at 12:57 of the first period, with 
Andrei Svechnikov sitting out an interference penalty. Rangers point man 
Jacob Trouba fumbled the puck and lost it at the Carolina blue line, 
sending Jordan Staal and Trocheck away on a two-on-one break. Staal 
lifted a saucer pass over a sliding K'Andre Miller right on the stick of 
Trocheck, who scored Carolina’s second shorthanded goal of the series. 

But Trouba, who was booed by the crowd early in the game after his hit 
on Max Domi in Game 4 had prompted Steven Lorentz to fight Trouba in 
retaliation, and take a costly instigator penalty, drew another bad 
retaliatory penalty by Carolina, this one from Ian Cole, who cross-
checked Trouba after Trouba tried to body check him and missed. 

Mika Zibanejad hammered home a one-timer off a pass from Artemi 
Panarin six seconds into the ensuing power play to tie it 1-1 at 17:06 of 
the period. Zibanejad has scored in three straight games. 

Ryan Strome appeared to give the Rangers a 2-1 lead when he corralled 
a loose puck in the slot, wheeled, and fired a wrist shot through the legs 
of a sliding Antti Raanta at 4:47 of the second period, but Carolina coach 
Rod Brind’Amour challenged the play, alleging there had been an offside 
on the Rangers prior to the goal. Video review confirmed that Andrew 
Copp had not cleared the zone before Strome brought the puck across 
the blue line, and the goal was disallowed. 

The Hurricanes seemed to gain life after that and began to outplay the 
Rangers, dominating possession and pinning the Rangers in their zone 
often. They would take the lead on Teravainen’s goal at 9:47, the first 
power-play goal of the series by the Hurricanes. 

The Hurricanes outshot the Rangers 21-10 through the first two periods, 
plus they hit the goalpost three times. Still the Rangers were within one 
goal and still in the game until Svechnikov scored on a breakaway 
against Igor Shesterkin (31 saves) with 6:59 remaining in the game. 

Chris Kreider, whose tap-in attempt on a pass from Trouba with 7:40 
remaining was repelled by Carolina goalie Antti Raanta, was asked if the 
Rangers passed up opportunities to shoot the puck at Raanta. 

“That’s something we talk about a lot is getting pucks on goal, getting 
pucks and bodies on goal and trying to get the inside,’’ Kreider said. “So 
anytime you have less than 20 shots I think that’s there’s probably 
moments where you could have shot the puck.’’ 

Strome preferred to focus on the positive. The Rangers, who trailed the 
Pittsburgh Penguins 3-1 in their first round series before rallying to win, 
have been behind before. 

“The way I look at it we've played a lot of must win games lately, and 
we've done a pretty good job,’’ Strome said. “We seem to like being in 
this position a little bit and we've put ourselves there a few times so far. 
And you know, we're looking to do what we've done before.’’ 
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Rangers' Ryan Strome on disallowed goal: A rule is a rule 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – When Ryan Strome corralled a loose puck in the slot 
and wheeled around and sent a shot past Carolina goalie Antti Raanta at 
4:47 in the second period Thursday in Game 5 of the Rangers’ second-
round series against the Hurricanes, it looked like the Rangers had taken 
an unlikely 2-1 lead. 

But Carolina challenged the play, alleging the Rangers had been offside 
before Strome scored, and a video review showed that Andrew Copp had 
indeed failed to clear the zone before Strome entered with the puck. The 
goal was disallowed, the score remained 1-1, and the Rangers would go 
on to lose, 3-1, to fall behind in the best-of-seven series, 3-2. 

“I didn't know it till I got back to the bench,’’ Strome said when asked if he 
thought his goal would hold up. “Obviously things happen quick out there. 
(It’s) unfortunate, but that's the way the game is. A rule's a rule, and 
unfortunately they got the power play goal after that. But you know, that's 
how close these games are right?’’ 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant dismissed the notion that the disallowed 
goal may have been any kind of turning point for the Rangers. 

“We knew it was offside,’’ he said. 

Five minutes after Strome’s goal was disallowed, Teuvo Teravainen 
scored the power-play goal that ended up being the game-winner for 
Carolina. 

Braun feels young again 

Rangers defenseman Justin Braun, a 12-year veteran who was acquired 
at the trade deadline and who had played 100 playoff games for the San 
Jose Sharks and Philadelphia Flyers, was asked if this particular 
Rangers team reminded him of any other team he has played on. 

“No, not necessarily,’’ he said. “This is a little new. It's a lot younger than 
a lot of the other teams I was on previously. So you know, the energy, 
the youthfulness, I think is awesome. The guys are excited. They’ve got a 
lot of juice every night. 

“They're fun to be around,’’ he said. “They make me feel young.’’ 

Blue notes 

Forward Jordan Martinook, who has not played since Game 3 of the 
Hurricanes’ first-round series against Boston, returned to the lineup for 
Carolina. He missed eight games with a lower-body injury… Rooney, 
Braun, and his defense partner Braden Schneider, were the only players 
who played in Game 4 who took part in the Rangers’ optional skate. The 
extra players, backup goalie Alexandar Georgiev, taxi squad goalie Keith 
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Kinkaid, and injured forward Sammy Blais – wearing a red, no-contact 
jersey – were the others… Injured Carolina G Frederik Andersen took 
part in the Hurricanes’ morning skate, but did not dress. 
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Mika Zibanejad ready for challenge of matchup with Jordan Staal in 
Rangers-Hurricanes Game 5 

 

By Colin Stephenson 

 

RALEIGH, N.C. – Mika Zibanejad knew on Wednesday what was waiting 
for him Thursday night in Game 5 of the Rangers’ second-round playoff 
series against the Carolina Hurricanes at PNC Arena. 

A whole lot of close contact with Carolina center Jordan Staal. 

“We are pretty sure who we're going to see tomorrow,’’ Zibanejad said 
Wednesday, before the Rangers left New York to head back to Carolina. 
“I don't think that changes. It’s been (the same matchup) in the regular 
season and the first two games there. So we're just going to do a job.’’ 

In the first two games of the series, played in Carolina, Zibanejad’s line, 
with wingers Chris Kreider and Frank Vatrano, found itself matched up 
just about every shift against Staal’s line, with wingers Nino Niederreiter 
and ex-Ranger Jesper Fast. In hockey, the home team gets the last line 
change on play stoppages, and Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour wanted 
Staal against Zibanejad. 

And that seemed to work well for Carolina. Zibanejad’s line produced no 
goals and no assists in the first two games (the Rangers, as a team, 
scored only one goal in the first two games), and Carolina won both 
games. 

In the two games at Madison Square Garden, where the Rangers had 
the last line change, coach Gerard Gallant was able to do a better job of 
keeping Brind’Amour from matching Staal against Zibanejad, and that 
seemed to work well, as Zibanejad had two goals and Kreider and 
Vatrano one each in the two games in New York, and the Rangers won 
both, tying the series at 2-2. 

But as the series shifted back to Carolina, it was Brind’Amour’s turn 
again to get the last line change, and that meant Zibanejad and Co. were 
potentially in store for a long night Thursday. 

Zibanejad wasn’t looking at it that way. 

“It's fun challenge,’’ he said of going up against Staal, et al. “They've 
done a good job for them all year. I think they've been pretty good the 
last couple of years for them, and I think you just (try) not worry about 
that too much. 

“I think it comes down to what you do, and what you can control,’’ he 
continued. “You can't control how they play… I don't think it matters who 
is on the ice against you. I think that's just the mindset of taking care of 
business and taking care of the things that you can control.’’ 

Part of the reason the matchup has been so difficult for the Rangers is 
that the 6-4, 220-pound Staal, the Hurricanes captain, has dominated 
Zibanejad on faceoffs in the series. 

Staal is one of the best faceoff men in the league – he won 57.3 percent 
of his faceoffs in the regular season – and he’s been great in the circle in 
the playoffs, winning at a 62.7 percent clip going into Thursday. 

He’s done much of that damage in this series against Zibanejad, who 
won 52.3 percent of his faceoffs in the regular season, but was at 48.1 
percent in the playoffs entering Thursday. In this series, Zibanejad had 

won 45.8 percent of his faceoffs overall (33-of-72) over the first four 
games, but only 36.6 percent (15-of-41) against Staal. That meant, 
against the Staal line, Zibanejad’s line was starting most shifts without 
the puck. 

There are measures a coach can take to try and avoid particular line 
matchups if he really wants. He could go to the extreme of breaking up 
the line – putting Kreider and Zibanejad on different lines – or he could 
try and play games by putting another line on the ice for a faceoff and 
then as soon as play starts after the faceoff, trying to sub them off on the 
fly, and get Zibanejad, Kreider and Vatrano onto the ice that way. 

Gallant has decided those kinds of measures are more trouble than they 
are worth, and so his attitude is that Zibanejad, Kreider and Vatrano are 
simply going to have to battle their way through the checking of Staal, 
Niederreiter and Fast. 

“Obviously that's the matchup they want,’’ Gallant said after the Rangers’ 
optional morning skate Thursday. “So when they get the chance to do it, 
they'll do it. And if I can get away from it a little bit, I'll get away from it. 

“But I'm not going to sit Mika on the bench because of the Staal line.’’ 
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Rangers ‘looked tired,’ have backs against the wall again after Game 5 
loss 

 

Arthur Staple 

 

When one of us outsiders watches a game like Thursday’s, we might say 
something like, “Man, these guys looked gassed.” The Rangers couldn’t 
sustain a forecheck. They couldn’t get through the neutral zone. Many 
shifts, they couldn’t win a wall battle to get the puck out of their own end. 

But when the coach says his team looked tired, that’s something 
different. 

Gerard Gallant didn’t shy away from saying that after the Rangers no-
showed in Game 5, a 3-1 loss that felt like 13-1 after Andrei Svechnikov 
barreled past Adam Fox for a breakaway goal with 6:59 to go. The 
Rangers were tied after 20 minutes and only down a goal after 40, but 
they were miles away. 

“A total team that looked tired,” Gallant said. “We weren’t quick as them. 
… We looked tired for whatever reason.” 

And now it’s back to the backs against the wall. A place the Rangers say 
they don’t mind. And yes, they showed in coming back from 3-1 down to 
eliminate the Penguins in the first round that they can live on the edge in 
a series and in each elimination game, since they trailed in all three 
before ousting Pittsburgh. 

But how many times can you dangle your legs over the precipice? And 
can you do it against a Hurricanes team that gave the Rangers nothing 
for the vast majority of Game 5? Natural Stat Trick had the Rangers for 
five high-danger scoring chances at even strength, but if there was a 
single one before Alexis Lafrenière missed on a breakaway late in the 
third it’d be a surprise to anyone who watched the whole game. 

Svechnikov sprung for a breakaway, 3-1 with 6:59 to go. Might as well be 
13-1 the way the Canes have shut down the #NYR at even strength. 

— Arthur Staple (@StapeAthletic) May 27, 2022 

And if the Rangers are indeed hitting a wall in the 12th game of the 
playoffs, then even holding serve at home Saturday won’t mean much. 
The Rangers have scored twice in three games in Raleigh while allowing 
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two short-handed goals. That’s a nod to the Hurricanes, now 7-0 at home 
in the playoffs and continuing to look like a completely different team in 
their own building than they do away from it. 

But it’s also an acknowledgment that the Rangers may not be able to dig 
any deeper if they can even force a Game 7 this time around. Carolina’s 
forecheck is impressive, but its energy in supporting each other on pucks 
and up and down the ice was evident throughout Game 5. Even at 1-1 it 
felt like a game Igor Shesterkin needed to steal for the Rangers to have a 
chance. 

Shesterkin made 31 saves and was his usual sharp self, but not to the 
level he was at the Garden in Games 3 and 4. Svechnikov’s breakaway, 
as noted by Steve Valiquette on the MSG Network postgame show via 
his Clear Sight Analytics company, was the fourth breakaway goal on 
seven shots Shesterkin has allowed in the playoffs. CSA had Shesterkin 
stopping 17 of 18 clear breakaways in the regular season. 

That could come from a lot of factors. Fatigue could very easily be on the 
list. 

Fox played 24:06 but wasn’t able to get free for much of anything up the 
ice. Chris Kreider and Artemi Panarin combined for two shot attempts, 
zero on net, and Kreider now has one shot on goal in the three games in 
Raleigh this series. Mika Zibanejad scored on the power play, but his line 
was hogtied once again by Jordan Staal’s line — not just denied chances 
but many shifts denied the puck as Staal, Nino Niederreiter and Jesper 
Fast cycled it deep in the Rangers zone. 

Kreider has six goals in the playoffs, as does Zibanejad, but No. 20 has 
been a low-impact player this round. “They did a pretty good job of 
pinning us in our zone,” Kreider said. “Personally I’ve got to do a better 
job on the wall. … A big part of (the game) was our inability to get 
through the neutral zone. Especially after last game, I thought things 
were going well.” 

The Panarin-Ryan Strome–Andrew Copp line had the best five-on-five 
shifts for any of the Rangers forwards. Gallant shuffled his lines to try and 
light a spark in the third but left Kaapo Kakko on the fourth line and Tyler 
Motte on the third. Motte is a perfectly good energy player, but putting 
him with Lafrenière and Filip Chytil for a second straight game while 
banishing Kakko to the fourth line has diminished both bottom-six lines 
for two games running, erasing the mojo that the Kid Line had going the 
first two games when no other Rangers line could do much of anything. 

The Rangers still have confidence in themselves. And that makes sense 
— we scorched them pretty good in this space after Game 4 against the 
Penguins, one of the worst games the Rangers played all year, and they 
emerged and moved on. 

Game 5 on Thursday was another season low point, with 17 shots on 
Antti Raanta and basically nothing dangerous. Their coach said they 
looked tired, not the sort of motivational tool you’d expect at such a 
critical time. Can’t recall Alain Vigneault or John Tortorella (or even Mike 
Keenan) trotting that one out in the middle of a playoff series. 

But they feel like they can still win this. “We’ve played a lot of must-win 
games lately and we’ve done a pretty good job,” Strome said. “The first 
series helped a little bit, having to win Games 3 and 4. We seem to like 
being in this position a little bit, and we’re going to try and do what we’ve 
done before.” 

Even if they get their energy back before a raucous Garden crowd 
Saturday, the Rangers still have to go back down to Raleigh to win a 
game. And make themselves un-tired in the process. That’s a big ask 
after all they’ve done so far. 
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Hilary Knight takes control: Her identity, her dreams and the fight for 
what’s next 

 

Meg Linehan 

21-27 minutes 26/05/2022 

 

It’s a Friday night in Bristol, Conn., and Hilary Knight and I are sitting at a 
table in a back room of a hotel restaurant, down the road from the ESPN 
headquarters. She’s in what I would call the casual Hilary standard: 
joggers, a plain shirt, a hat (this one sports the Red Bull logo, one of her 
long-term sponsors). I have just survived the drive up from NYC in the 
infamous Connecticut traffic. The restaurant staff has left us to our own 
devices, not entirely sure why we need the whole room to ourselves. 

There’s a weight to this conversation, and an awareness of my phone 
between us on the table, recording the whole time. That’s not to say 
Knight wants to hold back on answering questions; she’s made the call to 
be here, in this moment, to open up and try to fill in all of the details that 
live outside a pre-packaged video introducing her to a casual Olympic 
audience every four years. 

There are stories you’ve probably heard about Knight. 

Writing and illustrating a book in second grade called “The Magical 
Hockey Stick” about a little girl who goes to the Olympics. Playing hockey 
as a kid with her hair cut so short the other players thought she was a 
boy. Packing up the family car after her graduation from the University of 
Wisconsin, driving on her own to Boston, relying on a Dunkin’ Donuts for 
leftover coffee rolls to eat, the ones that would have been tossed after 
closing. Sitting in a Stop & Shop grocery store parking lot two years after 
her Olympic debut in 2010, watching a kid cleaning up the carts and 
realizing he had a steadier paycheck than she did. Her mom on the other 
end of the phone, telling her it might be time to get a job. 

The stories now, a decade on, are well-worn. Big dreams, barriers 
overcome, Knight and her teammates draped in American flags with 
Olympic gold medals around their necks in 2018 in South Korea. But 
there are more to those stories, details missed. Take that parking lot 
story: The moment came right after her training stipend from USA 
Hockey had been cut as she recovered from hip surgery. It was also in 
that moment that she realized that she had to find a way to stand out and 
differentiate herself in order to support herself. 

She’s wrestling with fundamental questions, too. How can she help make 
women’s hockey a viable career path? And not just for her and the top 
handful of players who make the national team. Will sponsorship dollars 
pour in for the next generation of players? How can she play a role in 
making the sport more inclusive, to live up to the promise that hockey is 
for everyone? Answers have proved elusive. 

On Tuesday, Knight was named USA Hockey’s women’s player of the 
year, after setting the record for most games played by a U.S. player at 
the Olympics with 22, while leading the team in points (10) and goals 
(six). 

But one of her longtime U.S. teammates, Kendall Coyne Schofield, 
doesn’t want me to focus on the awards, the goals and the medals when 
summing up Knight’s career. “When you talk about the legacy of Hilary 
Knight, it goes so far beyond the accomplishments that you can read 
online,” she says. “It’s who she is as a person and what she’s fought for 
and how she’s changed this game forever. It’s the fight that she has 
within her to leave this game better than when she entered it as a little 
girl, who was just loving a sport that was deemed for boys when she was 
a kid.” 

Full disclosure: I’ve known Hilary Knight for eight years. I still joke with 
her that we were destined to be friends after our first meaningful 
interaction: a nine-hour drive to Boston following the 2014 Canadian 
Women’s Hockey League championship game in Toronto. Knight and a 
teammate had skipped the team bus back to Boston after a mutual friend 
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realized I was driving home the next morning after photographing the 
game for Sports Illustrated, and asked if they could catch a ride. 

After the game, Knight asked me if I wouldn’t mind taking charge of her 
equipment bag so she wouldn’t have to haul it around. She had just one 
extra request: bring it back into my hotel room rather than leaving it 
locked in the car overnight, as both of her silver medals were stuffed into 
one of the pockets. She showed up only slightly behind schedule, 
hungover but unable to sleep in the car, so we ended up talking the 
whole drive back. Internally, I was freaking out, not just because I didn’t 
want to be the person who crashed with an Olympian in the car, but 
because this was Hilary Knight. The only two discussion topics I clearly 
remember from the drive are the Washington Capitals and the Counting 
Crows. Somehow, we are still friends. 

Coyne Schofield says that intimidation factor isn’t uncommon. “When 
younger players come into the program, they’re super scared or 
intimidated by her, which is a sign of respect. It’s not because of how 
Hilary treats them, it’s just: that’s Hilary Knight.” 

Knight herself was in the same situation when she started on the national 
team in 2006 as a teenager, playing with many of the gold medal winners 
from the 1998 team that she idolized. Now, Coyne Schofield continues, 
“It’s Hilary, who’s reaching out to (young players), who’s taking them 
under her wing. Then you always hear the players, ‘I was so scared of 
her, I realized I don’t know why.’” 

Knight has used her voice for a lot more than just guiding rookies into the 
USA Hockey program — and she’s also had to get used to the fact that 
her voice carries a lot of weight in the sport, here in the States and also 
on a global level. 

“As soon as I joined the national team, I was listening to all the older 
women talk about all the issues and thinking at the time, ‘OK, by the time 
I’m done with college, we won’t have these,’” she says. “Then you’re 
finally at the table long enough and you realize, ‘Oh, now it’s my 
problem.’” 

For all the growth across women’s sports as a whole, women’s hockey, 
more so than say figure skating, gymnastics and other disciplines, always 
seemed to lag behind, caught endlessly in the four-year cycle around the 
Olympics and unable to gain traction in between. As her role on the team 
grew around the 2014 Olympics — and her platform along with it — 
Knight finally realized she could have a larger role in pushing the sport 
forward, “but I was going to have to sacrifice some of the things that 
brought me joy, or tailor them back to make it all work,” she says. 

Something else changed in 2017. Knight and the rest of the national 
team made the call to boycott the IIHF World Championships to force 
USA Hockey to support the women’s program on a level more equal to 
the men’s. The players were united and had support from the likes of 
Billie Jean King, Julie Foudy and others across the women’s sports 
ecosystem. The players won. It opened Knight’s eyes, too. 

“We were told we couldn’t do this by so many people, and then we did it 
collectively,” she said. “It gave me this confidence and empowerment to 
start thinking about things a little differently.” 

After that night in the Stop & Shop parking lot, Knight started calling 
brands herself, asking for opportunities, sponsorships, connections. 
Social media helped expand her reach too, justifying that she could be a 
good return on their investment if they took the leap on her. It wasn’t 
enough yet to make ends meet, but she was doing everything she could 
to earn her big break. Eventually, she got picked up by what she called a 
“small boutique agency,” though most of the deals she was offered were 
ones that their other athletes had already turned down. 

“I was picking up scraps,” she says. “Then coincidentally, the whole 
conversation of body image and femininity and weight loss, I guess, was 
just there. I accidentally stumbled into that conversation just from the 
talks with my coaching staff. They wanted me to be stronger. They 
wanted me to gain weight.” 

She was training, and posting photos of the process, but more 
importantly, there was a real response. “You know, you feel a type of way 
about your body — are you ever going to feel completely comfortable in 
your body? I don’t know. But I went through these conversations 
internally, and I just got to the point where I thought it was fun. I was 
around teammates, we trained every day. I just fell into it like that, and 
that opened up a door to other opportunities.” 

The turning point was the ESPN Body Issue in 2014. As Knight tells me 
now, “it gave me more credibility in the space to be on the same level 
and represented similarly to other pro athletes.” But for everything it 
unlocked, it was reflecting the larger struggles she was grappling with 
privately. 

“It felt like at the time, I was supposed to embody body positivity and 
femininity and this archetype of how we see female athletes in a very, 
very heavily male-dominated sport.” 

It’s understandable that an interview conducted for the ESPN Body Issue 
would largely revolve around an athlete’s body. Knight’s is no different: 
she discusses gaining 15 pounds for the Olympics; how her performance 
on the ice was tied to her weight. The quotes keep going though, towing 
the line between her own experience and inspiration for others. 

“I definitely still felt feminine at 185,” she said in 2014. “I had this idea 
that muscular isn’t feminine. There is the image of athletic women as 
small and petite — the yoga body type. Women in general, we tend to 
shrink ourselves and not have as much confidence as we should in 
presenting ourselves and our body types. It’s OK to be fit and healthy 
and comfortable within your body, whatever frame you have.” 

At the time, there was little support for Knight as she tried to navigate the 
space and her own body image. “Mental health wasn’t a conversation, 
right? It was very much about mental health from a sports performance 
lens.” At first it had been fun — the training snaps with her teammates, 
feeling like she was empowering others. 

“Then all of a sudden, I’m worried about what type of clothing I’m 
wearing, what kind of image I have. I guess maybe that’s what happens 
when you get more eyes on you, just naturally. But suddenly, I had 
separate clothes for the photoshoots I’m doing, all the external stuff, 
versus the stuff I’m actually working out in.” 

It wasn’t just photoshoots for her, either — the presentation of women’s 
hockey players by the media (or even the federations and teams 
themselves) has at times overcorrected for the athletes in full pads and 
helmets. That means the players in dresses and ice skates, or with 
hockey sticks and high heels. They’re frequently stylized and presented 
for the male gaze, first and foremost. It’s not a problem entirely unique to 
women’s hockey, but compiled with the underwhelming coverage outside 
of the Olympic cycle, and it tends to box players in if they want to earn 
attention. 

Here at the table across from me, Knight is still trying to find the right 
words to describe how she struggled with her attempts to fit into that box. 
“I don’t really know how to explain this,” she says, “but I’ll try.” She 
understood that the ideas of body positivity and femininity were tied 
together, “in a weird way, in an unhealthy way.” She also knew that there 
were other approaches beyond the archetype she had come to 
represent, that there were other options available. 

“Playing in this masculine sport, but trying to show the perception of, ‘Oh 
no, super, super female,’” she says. “And then having the weight of your 
sport, essentially, on your shoulders to help give it more eyes and get 
more visibility because you’re hot or whatever. It’s really weird. Fucked 
up.” 

Hilary Knight has grown up through the USA program. 

“I’ve been living in this bubble since I was 16 years old,” she says. She 
forgets, sometimes, that there are people on the other side of the bubble, 
that there are people watching her that don’t know her. At one point, she 
talks about how shy she is. I don’t hide my doubtful reaction well before 
she starts laughing at me. 
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“If you get me into a larger group of people, that’s not my thing, I’ll just 
observe. When I’m with a smaller group, those are my people, that’s 
fine,” she says. “So to have the additional pressure, like all these other 
eyes I don’t know, it’s kind of crazy. But then I also think of — if I’m with 
whomever I’m dating, and someone snaps a picture of me. It happens 
sometimes. I just want my story told versus someone having a lens into a 
life they don’t know about, thinking, ‘Oh, she’s been hiding this,’ or 
whatever.” 

Knight’s felt the tension of the intrusive nature of people speculating 
about her, but also the pressure to keep things ambiguous, to keep 
people guessing. It meant more eyeballs on her, more eyeballs on the 
sport. And some of her approach over the years has been about trying to 
protect herself and her privacy, but even that’s come with a cost. 

“I just feel like I haven’t been able to be myself,” she says. She brings up 
the shift in thinking around mental health for athletes again, about how it 
addresses the whole human instead of just the performance. About how 
that’s been making her think about things differently. “This isn’t healthy. 
I’m so done with this internal friction. I just feel like, fuck that.” 

It’s not healthy to try to control everything, she continues, but she’s not 
sure if that’s the elite athlete part of her brain trying to do that, or the fact 
that she’s lived half her life in the bubble. She doesn’t know. I tell her we 
should pause to make sure I’m getting the vocabulary right. The words 
she wants to use are entirely up to her here, no one else. There’s a long 
pause before she talks again. 

“I would say I’m part of the queer community, yeah. Because it’s 
overarching,” she says. 

For a couple of weeks before this night in Bristol, we had had a few 
conversations about this. It’s not to say she’s not comfortable with her 
decision to actually go on the record here — she says later that when 
she decides to do something it’s a done deal. But she is still working 
through how she might contribute to the larger conversation about 
coming out, existing as a queer athlete, what those expectations might 
be. There are some nerves. It’s understandable. 

“I think the scary thing too is,” she says, “I’m not out here Rapinoe-style, 
you know?” 

Being publicly out as an athlete is its own sort of pressure, after all. She’s 
working on balancing the usual expectations of her platform with the 
concept that she might not get this entirely right, that there will be people 
looking at her to be out in a certain way she might not feel comfortable 
with. But in the larger project of making hockey feel more inclusive, that 
pressure isn’t a bad thing. Knight says that while hockey still feels like a 
family, that family approach of keeping their problems behind closed 
doors means there’s not a lot of accountability. She has her platform, but 
she’s still coming from a corner of the sport that’s on — no pun intended 
— thinner ice. She’s still trying to figure out how to balance it all out. 

Still, there’s value to the visibility of a coming out story, and she knows 
this, even if it feels like we should be past this. Megan Rapinoe herself 
agrees. 

“The more the better,” Rapinoe tells me, “because the more the 
different.” Every one of these stories shows there’s no universal 
experience. 

“I think especially if you’re insulated, or a person of interest, or you live in 
a certain place, you can be insulated from how important coming out still 
is. Not everybody is afforded that,” she adds, bringing up the current 
state of the country. The growing creep of using women’s sports as a 
shield to attack trans people is on both our minds. “It’s not that just 
because she’s a famous person she has to (come out), but it certainly is 
hugely impactful. In a sport like hockey, that’s still really important and 
powerful.” 

Rapinoe says there’s power in more femme-presenting athletes coming 
out because it helps break down the stereotypes of what most folks 
conjure up for their mental image of a gay athlete. At the same time, she 
understands how for someone who might not fit into the “really gay box,” 

it gets way more complicated in many other ways, that sometimes the 
decision to not share their identity isn’t even a conscious one. 

Knight has some stories from over the years, about the culture of the 
sport, the stuff that made her feel like this was information she shouldn’t 
be sharing about herself. Most of these feel more like background noise 
than anything else, the sort of stuff that builds into a feedback loop over 
years and years, one that she couldn’t escape, that maybe even trapped 
her. It’s not like she’s going to be the first player on this team to come 
out, not when there’s an entire cottage industry around marriages 
between players that cross the USA-Canada border. But for so long, it 
felt like an option she couldn’t even consider. 

“They’re fighting for pay, they’re fighting to have their sport legitimized. 
She’s the face! She has long hair and she’s traditionally pretty, and that’s 
a lot of pressure. Then you’re going to throw one more thing quote-
against you-unquote in the mix,” Rapinoe says. Male athletes aren’t 
facing the same sorts of questions that female athletes are, so there’s a 
real frustration level in having to feel like you have the perfect answer for 
any issue. 

“We have to live fully and be ourselves, which just so happens to have a 
number of things that society doesn’t like, so that’s another thing against 
us while we’re just trying to live our lives and trying to promote the sport 
and do all these things.” 

“We always have to be the battleground,” Knight says, referring to 
women’s sports as a whole. “Every piece of social change. And hockey is 
very, very small. You look at the WNBA, they make shit happen.” 

For Knight, there’s a huge drive to make shit happen herself, but there’s 
also a pressure in that mission: transcend women’s hockey, to reach the 
wider world of not just the NHL and hockey itself, but sports. 

She’s spent years building relationships with people outside the world of 
women’s hockey, learning from trailblazers like Billie Jean King, or 
watching the USWNT fight for equal pay (and win). There are some more 
specific, personal examples too: a deep respect and appreciation for the 
path that Rapinoe offers, even if she, as of right now, doesn’t plan to 
follow exactly in her footsteps. “She’s unapologetically who she is and 
fights for what she believes in. The narrative and the conversations have 
changed a lot in the past few years.” 

Her decision is made. The bubble had its benefits at times, but there’s a 
whole world beyond it too. “I’m done,” she says. “I’m done apologizing. I 
don’t care.” 

Knight’s playing career isn’t over, but she’s starting to branch out in a 
more serious way. Some of that, she admits, is from a place of fear. 
She’s not necessarily in control of when her playing days are over. The 
part she can control is the plan for what comes next. 

Jayna Hefford, operations consultant for the PWHPA, told The Athletic in 
January that she believed Knight had plenty of options for her post-
playing career. “I think she could be in the front office of an NHL team. I 
think she could be on television. I know she’ll have a big impact on the 
game.” 

Knight’s big dream for the future is assembling an all-women ownership 
group for a pro team or two. Right now, it’s TV. Most professional 
athletes would admit they try to find the same sort of rush they get from 
playing via other sources; for Knight, live television is it. Instead of 
building her way up to it, she’s basically launched herself into the deep 
end of the pool with ESPN. 

She started at this year’s women’s Frozen Four once she got back from 
the 2022 Olympics. “It was awesome and really overwhelming,” she 
says. She knows the kind of stage that event has, from her own record-
setting years at Wisconsin. “You want to represent it well, so it’s not great 
to be my first time doing this, because I want to give them the best.” 

Mostly, her role is serving as an analyst for ESPN’s NHL coverage, after 
they signed a new media rights deal in 2021 that returned men’s 
professional hockey to the network. She’s either behind the glass or in 
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the studio for a daily NHL show, or during game intermissions. There’s 
been a learning curve: She tells me a story about her talkback mic not 
working and how she tried in vain for the entire period to get the live truck 
to acknowledge her. 

“The coolest thing is being able to watch hockey and explain it,” she 
says. “The hard thing is the show, you don’t realize what goes into 
producing a good show.” 

It’s not the first time Knight’s explored her post-playing options, not even 
the first time she’s considered shifting over to the broadcast side. She 
says she thought she was done after the 2014 Olympics, and she had 
started trying to come up with an exit plan. 

“A small regional network told me that I could never be an analyst 
because I never played in the NHL,” she says. “A part of me, in the back 
of my mind has always been like, ‘Fuck you, I’m gonna do this.’” 

For Coyne Schofield, there’s extraordinary weight for Knight tapping into 
the NHL’s platform. Not only does it help grow the women’s game, she 
says, “it also shows the next generation — boys and girls — that this 
game is for everybody. Hilary’s talking about the game, just like the men 
she’s sitting next to on ESPN, night in and night out.” 

The greater visibility and better representation don’t hurt, but to Knight, 
there’s also simply wanting to prove the point that if you play the game, 
you play the game. She trains with these players, some of them are 
teammates’ brothers. They know each other. “The way we see the game, 
the speed, all these other things that go into being a successful hockey 
player — to be able to voice that and explain it — to me, that’s the same 
as someone who’s played in the NHL.” 

We come full circle — Knight’s naming the folks she’s sitting next to at 
the desk, players she admired growing up, such as Mark Messier and 
Chris Chelios. There are some parallels to her time on the 2010 Olympic 
team, being the rookie. Maybe not knowing how good she actually is. 

But, she says — not bragging, just matter of fact — she’s going to be in a 
Hall of Fame some day, just like them. (The more likely reality is that 
she’ll be in multiple Halls of Fame.) She’s not worried about interjecting 
to make a point, or speaking on the same platform. They respect her. 
They respect her voice. That’s enough for her to work from, she says. “I 
can just go from there.” 
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How 2022 NHL Draft prospect Tristan Luneau has used family influences 
to fuel his drive 

 

Scott Wheeler 

16-20 minutes 26/05/2022 

 

If you want to know how Tristan Luneau became a No. 1 pick into the 
QMJHL and a projected first-round pick in the 2022 NHL Draft, you don’t 
have to look much further than the athletes in his immediate family. 

His mother, Nadia, is a former figure skater and current skating coach. 
His father, Dominic, is a former hockey player and Canadian university 
football player who got his master’s degree and turned from defensive 
lineman into chemical engineer. His oldest brother, Samuel, followed his 
dad into a university football career and is described by his littlest brother 
as a “big dude who played the D line.” His second-oldest brother, Maxim, 
is a gymnast and rope performer who recently did a tour with Cirque du 
Soleil in China. His third brother, Tommy, who is closest in age to him, 
was drafted into the QMJHL with the 99th pick in the 2018 draft, briefly 

played for the Quebec Remparts, and is now training to be a police 
officer. 

He got his talked-about obsession with getting better from his circus-
performing big brother. He sees it in all of his family members, but says 
it’s Maxim who instilled it in him the most. When he watches videos of his 
brother swinging through the air, and climbing up and down ropes and 
straps, often carrying other performers with him while he executes his 
stunts, he marvels at the training and schooling that went into it. 

“(Maxim) was dedicated and got successful at it, and that’s what 
dedication does. It’s pretty impressive but it’s kind of scary at the same 
time because it’s pretty dangerous,” Tristan said. “He has taught me 
dedication for sure. All my brothers did. They taught me to have passion 
and that you have to go after what you want and be dedicated to training 
and nutrition to get great performances.” 

He learned to skate through his mom, who now teaches figure skaters 
and hockey players alike. 

“She was my first coach,” Tristan said. “My mom has always come on the 
ice to do edges that I can translate to hockey. I never really tried to do 
figure skating, but I would have liked it. I got my edges from her for sure. 
She has taught me pretty much everything I know about skating.” 

His success academically, and his passion for learning, come from his 
dad. He was the kind of kid who has always liked school, and excels like 
his dad did in math and science. 

His competitiveness comes from being the youngest, and always trying 
to keep up, whether that was racing against his three big brothers to see 
who was the fastest, or battling for pucks with them in “hours and hours” 
spent on the outdoor rink they’d build in their Victoriaville, Que., 
backyard. 

“It was really competitive. They all played hockey and they weren’t all as 
skilled as I became but it was fun growing up. Everything we did was a 
competition, right down to who was finishing their plate first,” Tristan said. 

And bit by bit, they made him into who he became, both as a player and 
athlete and also a person. 

Competing against his brothers helped him play a year ahead of his age 
group growing up, eventually turning him into the captain of the Trois-
Rivieres Estacades under-18 AAA as a 15- and 16-year-old, and helped 
him to 30 points in 37 games to win Quebec’s top minor hockey league’s 
defenceman of the year award. 

In 2020-21, the drive and determination they all instilled in him combined 
with his father’s smarts and his mother’s teachings helped him step right 
into the Gatineau Olympiques’ lineup and immediately become a top 
defenceman in the QMJHL. He posted 18 points in 31 games, logging big 
minutes in the COVID-19 shortened year, and adding another bit of 
hardware — the QMJHL’s Defensive Rookie of the Year Award — to his 
growing list of accolades. 

Now they’ve led him, via Gatineau from that backyard in Victoriaville, to 
Montreal for the 2022 NHL Draft. 

After his rookie season helped him achieve an “A” rating by NHL Central 
Scouting (indicating a first-round selection), he now heads into the draft 
as the No. 24-ranked North American skater on their final list. 

And he’s done it all during a season which began with a knee procedure 
but ended averaging a team-high 25:33 and posting six points in seven 
playoff games. 

The first time Dominic De Blois, an agent with Will Sports Group (WSG), 
saw Tristan play, he came across him by chance. 

De Blois was at a Bantam hockey tournament in Gatineau, where he is 
based out of, and in between games he’d wandered to another pad and 
had stumbled across a Minor Bantam game that was being played, when 
this one kid with a familiar last name on his jersey kept jumping out at 
him. 
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“Luneau. Luneau. Luneau. Where do I know that name from?” he thought 
to himself. 

Eventually, it came to him. He knew the name Luneau because they’d 
invited Tommy out to Boston for one of the tournaments WSG used to 
run out there to give kids a look at the college hockey path. 

So after the game was done, he called his partner, Jonathan Lachance, 
about this second Luneau. 

“Hey, I remember you mentioned Tommy Luneau, the 2001 player, is he 
related to this kid because this kid is just lights out?” he said. 

“Yeah, he is, and he’s a Peewee,” Lachance said. 

“No, he’s a Bantam, I’m watching a Bantam game,” De Blois answered 
back. 

“No, he’s ahead a year,” Lachance replied. 

Struck by the fact that he was “the best player on the ice by a lot” as an 
underager, De Blois decided to introduce himself to the family. 

From there, one thing led to another when he learned that they were 
looking for help with a move from Victoriaville to Trois-Rivieres so that 
Tommy and Tristan could play for its AAA teams. And when they learned 
that De Blois was already representing Mavrik Bourque (now a first-round 
pick of the Dallas Stars), who was from just outside of Victoriaville, had 
grown up playing with Tommy, and was also planning a move to join the 
Estacades, it made sense to further the conversation. 

“It wasn’t a hard pitch or anything. I wasn’t like ‘I want to represent your 
12-year-old son.’ But we started talking and at that time they needed 
someone to guide them because they were going to have to move or pay 
billets for the next several years between the two kids,” De Blois said. 
“And because (Nadia’s) a skating instructor, she had the flexibility and it 
made sense for them financially to make that move. It would have been 
crazy billeting two kids in AAA and going back and forth, on top of the 
thousands of dollars it costs for AAA.” 

Years later, after growing close with the family, De Blois began to realize 
what others always have about the youngest Luneau: That Tristan is a 
byproduct of the people around him. 

There’s some Tommy in him. They got to play together for one year, in 
2018-19, when Tristan played his first of two seasons at the under-18 
level as an 14-year-old and his big brother was his captain of the 
Estacades. The following year, when Tommy moved on, Tristan took 
over for him wearing the “C.” 

There’s some of Dominic in him, as well. 

“He’s a shy kid but he’s well-educated and well-spoken like his dad,” De 
Blois said on a recent phone call. 

And there’s definitely some Maxim in him. 

“He’s very similar to Maxim,” De Blois said. “They were pretty close 
growing up. He’s a sensitive kid, so he saw the military-like discipline in 
his brother. Max is an absolute specimen, a freak of nature, and 
disciplined to a crazy degree. He’s in the less than 1 percent of the world 
in what he does.” 

Two summers ago, as he prepared for his rookie season in the QMJHL, 
others at WSG, led by Ian Pulver, began to see it too. That included 
clients Thomas Chabot and David Savard, whose pro group he was 
allowed to train with at Laval University in Quebec City that summer at 
just 16 years old (a rarity for a kid that age). 

In their training sessions, Tristan always beat them to the rink to get his 
routine of stretches in. By mid-July, they were joking with him about 
chilling out and telling him to take more breathers. 

“Those guys would tell me ‘This kid’s super intense,’” De Blois said. “He 
wanted to win every single race and battle. He’s just wired differently. He 

has one focus and he wants to get to the NHL. He does everything like a 
pro.” 

The first time Olympiques general manager and head coach Louis 
Robitaille met Tristan it was — just like De Blois before him — through 
his brother, Tommy. 

At the time, Robitaille was then the head coach of the QMJHL’s 
Victoriaville Tigers, the team that had drafted Tommy into the QMJHL. So 
when he was hired by Gatineau in April of 2020, and the QMJHL draft 
rolled around a couple of months later, he was already familiar with 
Tristan, Victoriaville’s up-and-coming star, and his family. 

Drafting him with the No. 1 pick — and recruiting him away from his then-
commitment to play NCAA hockey for the Wisconsin Badgers — became 
a no-brainer. 

“I know the family really well and he’s well-surrounded. They’re all 
athletes and they’re coming from a bunch of different sports, which 
helped Tristan,” Robitaille said. “You put it all together and it’s a melting 
pot where it’s ‘I’m going to take this from my older brother who plays 
football, and this from the one who’s in gymnastics, and this from the 
figure skater.’” 

Once he got him into Gatineau, he then saw immediately what guys like 
Chabot and Savard had that summer. 

“Tristan’s a pro. He’s a pro. You don’t control what people think on the 
outside but he’s the classic kid who controls the controllables. He’s 
unbelievable at doing that,” Robitaille said. “Whatever he feels can 
benefit him and the team through his preparation, he will do it and he will 
do it on his own. He’s a very mature kid.” 

After his rookie season, that maturity was put to the test when he had to 
decide whether or not to have a procedure done on a non-hockey knee 
injury that had bothered him since his youth. 

When the Hlinka Gretzky Cup and the QMJHL season were both 
cancelled and pushed back in the span of a month, he met with De Blois, 
Gatineau medical staff, and his family to undergo some tests and debate 
going ahead with it. Though it wasn’t an MCL or ACL tear and they knew 
it wouldn’t result in a yearlong rehab process as a result, they also knew 
going ahead with it meant losing his summer (and the eventual U18 
camp Hockey Canada held in place of the Hlinka Gretzky Cup) and 
delaying the start of his draft year. 

Knowing they weren’t likely to get another window like this to do it, they 
ultimately decided to go ahead with it. 

Though Tristan was able to out-pace his scheduled return by going the 
extra mile with his rehab process, it still stripped away his offseason, 
preventing him from returning to skate with the group in Quebec City and 
even keeping him from his habit of shooting pucks. 

It also spilled through his entire preseason with the Olympiques and past 
their first three games of the regular season. 

And when he finally got back, he was behind the curve physically. The 
result was a six-game pointless drought to start his draft year. 

In time though, he worked harder than his peers in order to play catch-
up. He became so engrossed in getting back to where he wanted to be 
that the Olympiques even gave him his own key to the rink. After 
Christmas, while the QMJHL went on an extended COVID-19 induced 
pause which saw play suspended for all of December and January, 
Tristan, much to his parents’ surprise, went as far as to return to 
Gatineau on Dec. 27, several weeks ahead of most of his peers, to train. 

“He said ‘I’m going to take advantage of this while all the other guys are 
at home.’ That’s pretty unique,” De Blois said. “He’s right up there as far 
as discipline and commitment to the game. It was a challenging time for 
him not to be able to train like he does. But we knew, knowing how he is, 
that he would eventually catch up physically and get back to where he 
was. You root for a kid like that.” 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 27, 2022 

 

When play eventually resumed in early February, Tristan had 
accomplished exactly what he’d set out to, rebuilding his 6-foot-3, 188-
pound frame piece by piece. 

“I was happy with the procedure and I recovered well. It’s an injury that 
was bothering me for a long time. (But) it took a long time to get back,” 
Tristan said. “It was kind of progressive where the first games were just 
getting the habits back and getting into game shape too because I hadn’t 
been on the ice for so long. And then from there, I think my game just 
kept growing.” 

In the second half, better results followed, building through the CHL/NHL 
Top Prospects Game (where he again wore a letter, donning an “A” for 
Team White in a 3-1 win) and beyond. After posting 15 points in 26 
games in the first half (0.58 points per game), he posted 34 points in 44 
games (0.77 points per game) in the second half to finish his draft year 
with 49 points (including 12 goals) in a combined 70 regular season and 
playoff games. 

“When you’re a young athlete projected to go high in the draft, there’s 
always that pressure, that outside noise, and I knew early on in the year 
that he needed to get his rhythm back. But I’ll tell you, he was playing 
well and it was kind of a training camp. And then you look at his 
production in the second half of the year and it speaks for itself,” 
Robitaille said. “He knew he had time during that break to get his game 
up and his feeling on the ice and he didn’t want to leave anything out 
there and say ‘I should have done this or that.’ And that’s a credit to him.” 

More than the production, though, what impressed Robitaille was how his 
No. 1 defenceman did it, by playing some of the toughest minutes in the 
QMJHL. 

In the playoffs, that included scoring those six points in seven games 
while being tasked with shutting down overaged star Jeremy Michel and 
Hurricanes prospect Justin Robidas in the first round, and then Bourque 
and Oilers first-rounder Xavier Bourgault in the second round. 

“He wanted to be efficient on both sides of the puck, he knew he was 
playing against key players, and people seem to forget that. He plays 
tough minutes. And he’s still producing offensively in those minutes. And 
what I like is the maturity to be good without the puck and with the puck. 
That’s why our team was able to have success this year was because we 
had a young guy like him succeeding in key minutes,” Robitaille said. 

Robitaille credits Luneau’s hockey IQ and singular determination and 
focus for his ability to play those minutes. 

“He does everything 100 percent, whether it’s preparation, skating, 
shooting, his battle level. And he’s a student of the game. And for me, 
he’s got a team-first mentality. He’s a guy who took away flashiness for 
efficiency to help his game but also to help his team. And he knows by 
doing those sacrifices, that he gives back some points and that people 
who come to see him and see flashiness don’t always see it. But he’s 
dialled in in everything he does,” Robitaille said. “And that’s why for me 
there’s no doubt that he’s going to have a long career and he’s going to 
be successful. 

“It’s not every day that you have a kid who’s willing to take away his 
personal agenda for a team benefit. And we often forget that scouts want 
to see flashiness and then when they get to 19-20 years old they go ‘well 
take away the flashiness now for efficiency’ and they try to teach him 
that. But that’s going to make him a better player earlier in his career and 
ready sooner because he’s already doing the kind of stuff that coaches 
and GMs at the next level expect out of their players.” 

As the year progressed, Tristan began to feel like himself again too. 

“I see myself as a two-way defenceman and my best asset is my hockey 
IQ. I use that to create offence, be creative in the O-zone, be good in 
transition, and think outside the box to escape pressure or make a good 
play,” he said. 

Down the stretch and into the playoffs, that play attracted scouts from 
around the NHL to see him play in droves. 

He set them at ease, showing them all of the little things he pulled from 
his family and honed for himself. 

“There was a lot of expectations — massive expectations — of him 
because of the way that he performed last year. And when it’s all said 
and done, I know the kid that we have and there’s no other player that 
works as hard as this kid in this age group. There’s just none. And that 
will be the separator with what it takes to get there,” De Blois finished. 
“(And) it didn’t just pop out of nowhere, this great second half. He 
worked. That’s where he gained his edge. And it all ties in with the 
brothers and the family discipline.” 
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What can non-playoff teams learn from this year’s Stanley Cup 
contenders? 

 

Shayna Goldman, Saad Yousuf 

15-19 minutes 26/05/2022 

 

Sixteen teams have been watching the Stanley Cup playoffs from the 
sidelines for almost a month. Those who fell short of the postseason are 
looking at their roster, cap situation, prospect pipeline and other assets, 
contemplating what it will take to be one of those 16 in the mix in the near 
future — or better yet, one of the eight to reach Round 2, which is 
ongoing right now. 

How far are those teams from championship caliber? One way to look at 
that is with the Cup Checklist, which is based on a decade of Stanley 
Cup-winning teams. While there’s no single path to success, there’s a 
pattern of elements a winning team tends to have. For every position, 
measured in Game Score Value Added, there’s a range of values (one 
standard deviation in either direction). This is the measuring stick we’ll 
use for the 16 eliminated teams based on their roster when the season 
ended using both projections (that are based on three years of data, 
weighed by recency and adjusted for age) and actual values (per-82 to 
equal the playing field). 

Cup Checklist legend 

Gold Checkmark: Exceeds expectations, above acceptable range from 
average Cup winner  

Black Checkmark: Right on target, in line with average Cup winner 

Grey Checkmark: Passable, below average relative to average Cup 
winner but within range 

Red X: A hole in the lineup, below acceptable range from average Cup 
winner 

Color-coding all matches to “projected” range of average Cup winner.  

Vancouver Canucks 

There are pieces to build out from at the top, as long as they play to their 
full potential, but the depth needs to be addressed. 

Vegas Golden Knights 

This looks like a team who should be in the playoffs. If Vegas can 
balance the books, maybe get an aura cleansing so they aren’t plagued 
with as many injuries, and find a coach who can maximize this roster, 
they’ll be right back in it next year. 

San Jose Sharks 
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Some of the older guys who are decent right now don’t have enough 
support from the younger group and by the time the younger group 
catches up, the older guys will mostly dwindle. It’s an awkward spot for 
the Sharks. 

Anaheim Ducks 

The post-deadline Ducks don’t come close to contender status, but it’s all 
a part of the building process. 

Seattle Kraken 

Despite a lot of red, there’s potential here, especially if Seattle uses the 
assets they collected to make a splash. 

Winnipeg Jets 

More depth and defensive structure should help Winnipeg check off 
some more boxes. 

Chicago Blackhawks 

This is where the Blackhawks need to be, which is a glimmer of promise 
but a mostly empty cupboard so that they can rebuild the right way. 

Arizona Coyotes 

There is truly very little, if anything, to generate excitement about the 
organization, on and off of the ice. 

Buffalo Sabres 

Quite a few bright spots for a team that’s been far removed from the 
playoffs for quite some time. 

Detroit Red Wings 

It’s clearly a team in the middle of a rebuild but the edges are coming 
along, and the goaltender needs to restore some hope. 

Ottawa Senators 

Plenty of work to be done but, with the exception of the goaltender, the 
bright spots are all in their early-to-mid-20s and trending up. 

Montreal Canadiens 

Zero check marks for the team that ended up in last place. Next year’s 
roster probably looks quite different, and a full season of Marty St. Louis 
behind the bench should help too. 

New York Islanders 

Some of the Islanders’ struggles were out of their control, but now it’s on 
new head coach Lane Lambert to get this core to play to their offensive 
strengths while maintaining their defensive structure. 

Columbus Blue Jackets 

Players playing up to their potential should be a boost but there are areas 
that need to be addressed by bringing in players either through the 
pipeline or externally. 

Philadelphia Flyers 

There are some promising pieces in place but they either need to elevate 
to another level or there need to be additions above them. Either way, 
the depth is an area of need as well. 

New Jersey Devils 

Another high-end winger slots much of this forward group more 
appropriately. A goalie sure would help, too. 

While that’s how those lineups stacked up based on how they ended, 
every team is now looking forward. One of the best ways to move 
forward and find ways to compete with the best in the league is to learn 
from them. The NHL is a copycat league, after all. 

So what should teams be trying to absorb from the eight teams that 
reached Round 2? 

Team building is a process 

The NHL is not like the NBA, which can create superteams overnight with 
any sort of regularity. Building a championship team is a process, 
something some franchises, particularly ones who have had successful 
runs but are now on the other side — Chicago, Detroit — understand. 

The Avalanche are arguably the most feared team now but for seven 
years, between 2010 and 2017, they missed the postseason six times 
and were a one-and-done in 2014. During that time, though, they drafted 
Gabriel Landeskog, Nathan MacKinnon, Mikko Rantanen and Cale 
Makar. These are all players who developed over time and are now the 
faces of the talented 2022 team. 

The Flames have also seen this long process grow from the draft, with 
Johnny Gaudreau, Sean Monahan, Rasmus Andersson, Oliver Kylington, 
Andrew Mangiapane and Matthew Tkachuk all being drafted within the 
last five to 11 years and all requiring patience to become the contributors 
they have become. The Lightning missed the playoffs in three out of four 
seasons from 2009 to 2012 (after selecting franchise player Steven 
Stamkos No. 1 in 2008) but in that span, drafted Victor Hedman, Nikita 
Kucherov and Andrei Vasilevskiy. 

Sometimes, getting the draft pick required to pick these caliber of players 
takes time and then waiting for them to develop takes even longer, not to 
mention them finally entering their prime. It’s the first step in the process, 
though, before free-agent pieces and trade prizes are added to the mix. 

Supplement, don’t build, at the deadline 

The trade deadline buys teams an opportunity to add to their roster 
ahead of playoffs, whether it’s to give them the push to make the 
postseason or improve their chances in it. It should not be the time for 
outright team-building by seeking high-impact players to be the game-
changer a squad’s missing just for the remainder of the year. There are 
exceptions, of course — think of the Golden Knights going for Mark 
Stone and quickly extending him. Or a team like Florida, even, trying to 
capitalize on the season they’ve had and the cap flexibility they won’t 
next year. 

Generally speaking, the deadline’s a prime opportunity to accent a roster 
with supplemental pieces. Tampa Bay added Nick Paul and Brandon 
Hagel to replace the likes of Yanni Gourde, Blake Coleman and Barclay 
Goodrow. Calgary addressed with depth with deals for Tyler Toffoli, Calle 
Jarnkork and Ryan Carpenter. New York did the same with Andrew 
Copp, Tyler Motte, Frank Vatrano and Justin Braun. Colorado added 
Artturi Lehkonen and Josh Manson, along with Andrew Cogliano. Each 
team already had their core in place, and the deadline provided an 
opportunity to add support around it. 

Draft, develop, replenish  

There’s a risk/reward element to it, but one of the smartest things a team 
can do is know when to walk away from a contract situation. The 
Lightning could have broken the bank to keep Coleman and Goodrow, 
after both of their values rose from back-to-back championships. Instead, 
management looked for the “next” version of these players: Paul, Hagel, 
and from within, Ross Colton. 

As much as the focus is on winning right now for many teams in the 
playoff picture, having an eye on the future and being able to replenish 
talent from within is incredibly helpful. It doesn’t take assets to acquire 
these players, and oftentimes a team that pulls from within can also 
benefit from the inexpensive years early in their careers that can help 
balance the books as salaries inevitably rise on a playoff team. Erik 
Cernak represents that as well; the Lightning acquired him via trade in 
2017 and he rose up the ranks to become a top-four defenseman. 

For Calgary, there’s Rasmus Andersson. Evan Bouchard’s growth has 
filled a need in Edmonton. And for the Hurricanes, Seth Jarvis has 
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stepped up into a key role. While Robert Thomas and Jordan Kyrou’s 
development have been difference-makers for the Blues. 

If a team can be confident in their ability to spot gems in the draft or 
unsigned players, and even more importantly, to facilitate their 
development, it can only help extend their window of contention. 

No team should want their front office to be completely like-minded. It 
helps to bring in different perspectives to get varying viewpoints and 
opinions on how to build a successful team. Ideally, teams don’t just 
follow trends, but spot positive signs and create their own paths. 

In today’s game, there’s so much data to inform decision-making. It’s a 
tool to be used in tandem with every other sense, whether it serves as a 
gut-check, removes bias, or helps pinpoint market inefficiencies. It helps 
to have those who can specialize in understanding this information, and 
even more importantly, can communicate and translate it in a productive 
way. 

With the help of data-driven minds, the Panthers spotted Jonathan 
Marchessault a few years back, then Carter Verhaeghe. And the 
Avalanche likely used data when pursuing deals for Devon Toews and 
analytics darling Lehkonen. 

Many teams have some sort of “analytical” hire in their front office, it’s 
just a matter of being willing to absorb those perspectives and find the 
right blend to best approach decisions. The Lightning have Michael 
Peterson, the Flames are led by assistant general manager Chris Snow 
in this area while the Hurricanes have Eric Tulsky. Arik Parnass and 
Dawson Sprigings have roles in Colorado. And the Rangers are working 
to build out their department as well. 

Fans don’t like to hear it and players don’t always believe it but most 
times, growing pains are necessary to do just that, grow. Things seem 
rosy in Lightning Land now but they are only three years removed from 
being swept in the first round by the Columbus Blue Jackets after winning 
the Presidents’ Trophy. A bulk of the current core of the Avalanche broke 
into the playoffs in 2018 before three consecutive second-round exits that 
followed, including when they were sent home by the Golden Knights in 
2021. 

The Panthers won the Presidents’ Trophy this season and finally got out 
of the first round for the first time since 1996. When they met the 
experienced and talented Lightning team in the second round, one of the 
league’s most explosive offenses couldn’t score and the team that won 
the most games in the NHL this season failed to win a single game. The 
Panthers may not be a bad team, just as the Lightning weren’t in 2019, 
but they’re still learning. The Maple Leafs have been stuck in this 
learning cycle for more than half a decade now. They may have come 
closest to solving the puzzle this season but ran into the masters of the 
game in the first round. 

You need a little luck 

There’s an old adage that good teams are lucky and lucky teams are 
good. Sometimes, luck has to come first. For the New York Rangers, 
ping pong balls have been their first friend. In 2019, they went from sixth 
to second and were able to select Kaapo Kakko. In 2020, they jumped 
from No. 11 to No. 1 and were awarded with Alexis Lafreniere. And the 
Rangers aren’t alone in the lottery luck. Carolina got the fortunate bounce 
in 2018, going from 11th to selecting Andrei Svechnikov at No. 2. All 
three players have been regulars this postseason for their respective 
teams. That’s not to say it’s all luck alone — the Flyers went from 13th to 
second in 2017 to select Nolan Patrick, passing on Miro Heiskanen, Cale 
Makar and Elias Pettersson — but it certainly helps. 

Being a destination spot also has some element of luck, although 
dismissing it as simply that would be unfair to the organizations that have 
the resources and have created an environment that makes a place a 
destination. Still, Artemi Panarin signing in New York after setting a 
franchise record for points in Columbus the season prior is a stroke of 
good fortune. So was Adam Fox wanting to play for the Rangers. 

Know when to make a deal at the deadline 

Having a good feel of when it’s time to dig on at the trade deadline as 
opposed to staying idle is an art. The price is usually higher to trade for a 
player midseason than during the offseason because oftentimes, the 
seller has leverage and the buyer has an active need they’re trying to fill. 
And if the player being traded is having a good season, the price can 
really go up. Front offices have to be honest with themselves in how the 
roster is constructed and weigh the immediacy with the big picture. 
Miscalculations can be costly in the grand scheme. 

In 2019, the Avalanche were still building up the roster so they were 
relatively quiet at the deadline. In 2020, they made a couple of minor 
moves to acquire Michael Hutchinson for goalie depth and Vladislav 
Namestnikov. Both seasons ended in the second round for the 
Avalanche but the roster was still maturing. In 2021, Colorado made a 
bigger splash but this season, it’s clear the Avalanche were an elite team 
ready to move beyond the postseason experience phase and into angling 
for a Stanley Cup run. They acquired Manson, Nico Sturm, Lehkonen 
and Andrew Cogliano for what amounted to two second-round picks, a 
fifth-rounder, Tyson Jost and a prospect in Justin Barron. They hadn’t 
traded any draft pick higher than a third-rounder at the deadline in the 
three years prior. 

The Tampa Bay Lightning became the poster child of the art of trade-
deadline acquisitions with the Coleman and Goodrow trades in 2020 that 
ignited their first championship of the Jon Cooper era. They recognized 
that year as the time the rest of the roster was ready to make a run. They 
followed that up by trading for David Savard in 2021 and then Hagel and 
Paul in 2022. There were hefty prices to pay for these transactions but 
with an elite goaltender coming into his own and other elite players in 
their prime, it’s paid off with multiple championships already, with 
potentially more to come. Had the swings come at an inopportune time, 
the Lightning would be out premium draft picks to replenish the system 
and have no hardware. 

Play to strengths in the playoffs 

Sometimes a team plays a certain way in the regular season and 
completely flips a switch in the postseason. Take the Capitals in 2018 on 
their way to victory, who went for quality over quantity all season and 
made an effort to boost both in the playoffs. But that change isn’t always 
for the better. Tensions rise in the postseason and that can encourage 
teams to play a more conservative style — even if it’s different from what 
made them successful all season. 

Florida’s a prime example of that this year. Obviously, opponents can 
decide how much a team can or can’t play their style, but the high-flying 
Panthers couldn’t find a way to play their up-tempo rushed-based style 
and it came close to costing them in Round 1, let alone the Round 2 
sweep. In New York, Panarin’s been encouraged to simplify his game 
and take fewer risks, and hasn’t been as impactful either through two 
rounds. 

Coaches may feel some styles may not be a fit for the playoffs if they’re 
too high risk and unsustainable, and that can be true. But there’s 
something that got a team there in the first place, even while under 
pressure. That isn’t to say that adjustments shouldn’t be made on the fly 
— that can be necessary every series, just look at the Avalanche last 
year against Vegas. 

But look at Colorado this year, who has played their game through two 
rounds this year to dominate opponents. Or Connor McDavid being given 
the time and space to thrive and do what he does best, instead of 
dumbing down his game to fit the grinding style of “heavy hockey” in the 
playoffs. Even if it means adding more grit, teams have to find the 
balance of adapting to the environment and playing to their strengths. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers' stars shine bright — and extinguish Flames in the 
process 

 

Mark Spector@sportsnetspec 

May 27, 2022, 3:11 AM 

 

CALGARY — This was pure magic. 

In a 3-2 league that tends to level out its superstars as the playoffs 
whittle down to intensely defensive 2-1 games, this five-game Battle of 
Alberta gave us 45 goals and a stunning finish by the superstar of all 
superstars. 

Connor McDavid crafted his only point of the night on an overtime snipe, 
rifling the winner in off Jacob Markstrom’s left post, a goal that ended the 
first Calgary-Edmonton series in 31 years in epic fashion on Thursday. 

“Just happy to contribute on a night where I maybe didn't have my best,” 
said McDavid, who had seven straight multi-point games before going 
pointless prior to overtime in Game 5. 

“Hard to put into words what that one meant to me,” added McDavid, who 
goes on to Round 3 for the first time in his NHL career. “Special — 
special to win. It was real fun, and the fans were amazing in both 
buildings, especially in Edmonton. Just the energy and the vibe around 
the city has been amazing.” 

Oilers and Flames exchange handshakes following their five-game series 

This game was sloppily played, featuring average to poor goaltending at 
both ends. Of course, all that meant was another full-tilt night in the Battle 
of Alberta, one that gave us yet another NHL playoff record when the 
teams scored four goals in a 71-second span in the second period. 

It was a series that pumped new lore into an old rivalry, with a 132-foot 
goal in Game 4, a 17-point performance by Draisaitl, an average game 
score of 5-4 (which happened to be Thursday's tally) and an opener 
where the teams shared 15 goals — ironically the only win of the series 
for a Calgary team that was supposed to be able to shut the Oilers down. 

This series took us back to the ‘80s, clocking in as the fifth highest 
scoring five-game series in NHL history. Now, Edmonton awaits the 
winner of Colorado and St. Louis, with most fans hoping for a showdown 
between McDavid, Makar and MacKinnon. 

What a McSeries it would be. 

"It's a great feeling,” Draisaitl said of this trip to Round 3. “But we're only 
halfway. We're very excited, very happy with what we've achieved so far 
... but there's more to be had for us. That's our ultimate goal. We 
celebrate this for a day, tonight maybe, be proud of it, happy. 

“But we're getting ready for the next round.” 

'He's everything to us' Draisaitl in awe of McDavid's brilliance, leadership 

Draisaitl’s 17 points were the third-most in a playoff series in NHL history, 
behind Wayne Gretzky (18) and Rick Middleton (19) in 1983. But 
Draisaitl only played five games — counting three points in three of them 
and four in the other two. 

Fittingly, he made the play on the winner before getting “snot bubbled” an 
eye-blink after feeding McDavid. Watch the replay: Johnny Gaudreau 
cheated on Draisaitl, giving him an uncontested puck that he slickly 
moved to McDavid, who wired home the winner an eyelash before Matt 
Tkachuk closed the gap on him. 

You can sum up the difference in this series on that one play: 
Edmonton’s two leaders took a huge hit and delivered a massive goal, 
while Calgary’s two top guys made a soft play (Gaudreau) and weren't 
attentive enough on the game’s best player while he cruised the slot in 
OT. 

Edmonton’s best players were the best players in this series, while 
Calgary’s best players — starting with Markstrom (5.12 GAA, .852 saves 
percentage) — came up small. Gaudreau had six points in the series. 
Five Oilers had that many or more, while Draisaitl had three more points 
than the entire Flames first line combined. 

And don’t forget the 40-year-old goalie. 

When the series started, the word in Cowtown was, “When the Flames 
throw the same chances at Mike Smith as we did at Dallas’ Jake 
Oettinger, old Schmitty won’t have a chance.” 

Well, Smith wasn’t perfect, but his series numbers — .907, and 3.40 — 
were better than the Vezina candidate Markstrom. Far better. 

The team whose stars are the better stars, whose goalie is the better 
goalie, wins the series every time. This one was wildly entertaining, but it 
was a five-game rout where the better team is the one moving on. 

Now the question becomes, how far can they go? 

“We’re proud of our history,” began head coach Jay Woodcroft. “We’re 
proud of the Hall of Fame people that have come through our 
organization. We’re proud of the different runs that the team has gone on 
throughout the years. 

“But our team wants to contribute to that history. Our team is looking to 
make its own mark.” 

Give the first-time head coach some credit. He pushed more of the right 
buttons than the sage Darryl Sutter in this series, and got more hockey 
out of more people. We’re not saying he out-coached Sutter, but his team 
was the better team. 

The fact that the Flames never found the stout defensive game that got 
them here — or that the best five-on-five line in the NHL this season got 
caved in by Edmonton’s top line — speaks to a coach who deployed his 
players the right way. 

Even that coach, however, didn’t see a 45-goal, five-game series when 
he started breaking down film after defeating the L.A. Kings in Round 1. 

“I didn't see that, especially with the way that Calgary defended 
throughout the season,” admitted Woodcroft. “I certainly didn't see us 
giving up nine goals in the first game — that didn't go according to plan. 

“But we always felt that we had the ability to score for us. And as the 
series went on, we got better at that. Tonight wasn't our finest hour in 
terms of defending, but you talk about 20 men digging in for each other 
and finding a way in less than perfect circumstances, I think tonight was 
the best example of that.” 

Edmonton moves on, Calgary goes home, and we all leave Calgary 
thinking the same thing. 

I hope they play again next spring. 

 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.27.2022 

1246290 Websites 

 

Flames' Coleman has goal waved off after distinct kicking motion was 
determined 

 

Eric Francis@EricFrancisMay 27, 2022, 3:48 AM 

 

CALGARY -- This time, the debate isn’t whether the puck crossed the 
goal line. 
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It’s how the league said it got there that has Calgary Flames fans, and a 
good portion of the hockey world, angry and confused. 

The league said it was “distinctly” kicked in. 

And it cost the Flames their season. 

With 5:57 left in a fantastic 4-4 game on Thursday, Mikael Backlund 
made a brilliant move around Duncan Keith to get a shot on Mike Smith 
that squeezed through the Edmonton Oilers netminder and was trickling 
towards the net. 

Just before it crossed the line, the left skate blade of Blake Coleman 
pushed it in as he was attempting to stop while falling in a battle with 
Cody Ceci. 

The Saddledome erupted, only to have the celebration marred by a 
league-initiated review that deemed Coleman used a “distinct kicking 
motion.” 

The crowd was stunned, as was most of the hockey world. 

“Well, depends what you call a distinct kicking motion,” shrugged an 
unimpressed Darryl Sutter, whose team went on to lose 5-4 in overtime. 

“If somebody is on the ground and you lift your foot up, kick 'em in the 
head, that’s a distinct kicking motion. If you slide your foot on the ground, 
it’s not a distinct kicking motion.” 

There’s little question Coleman opened his blade towards the puck, 
which is legal. 

Pretty tough to distinctly kick something while using that same foot to 
stop, especially at that speed, and with a defender hauling you down. 

“There’s no intent -- just trying to get there,” said Coleman, taking a long 
pause before answering whether he agreed with a call on a rule he said 
he must not understand. 

“I opened my foot, but my understanding is that you can redirect the puck 
as long as you’re not lifting it and kicking it in the net. 

“Getting pushed, trying to keep my foot on the ice … I haven’t watched it 
enough, but in live speed I felt like I was in a battle. 

“I didn’t feel like I kicked it, but you can’t go back and change it now. 

“It’s unfortunate that was such a big part of the game and influenced the 
way it all went down.” 

The fury in Calgary won’t subside anytime soon, as this isn’t the first time 
the team’s been victimized like this. 

It was 18 years ago Martin Gelinas’ potential Cup-clinching goal with 
seven minutes left in Game 6 of the 2004 Stanley Cup Final didn’t count 
despite appearing to cross the line. 

The puck bounced in off Gelinas’ right skate as he too stopped while 
driving the net. 

It happened in the very same net that Coleman also appeared to score 
in. 

It simply wasn’t reviewed that night, as league officials weren’t made 
aware of the goal in time for a review, nor were there enough camera 
angles to properly deem it a goal anyway. 

The irony is that moments like those led to the improved technology and 
approach that prompted the league to overrule the call on the ice 
Thursday. 

This time it was simply a judgment call. 

The shame of it all is that the puck would have crossed the line anyway, 
had Coleman not touched it. 

An even bigger shame is that an epic series like this had a call like that -- 
one that played such a huge role in the final outcome. 

A series that featured a 15-goal classic, a 132-foot snipe, four goals in 71 
seconds, more lead changes than a horse race and record-setting 
brilliance from Connor McDavid and Leon Draisaitl will be remembered in 
Calgary for The Goal That Got Disallowed. 

“Yeah, it would have been great if it counted,” said Backlund, whose club 
surrendered a 2-0 lead for the third time in the series. 

“There’s five minutes left, so who knows what would have happened 
after. 

“It’s hard, but I don’t think we lost the series today. I thought Game 2 and 
3 got away from us. Even Game 1, we’re up 6-2. We should kill their first 
game right there, don’t give their big guns any free confidence.” 

Sutter chose not to dwell on the controversy, summing up the season 
well. 

“Get your chin up and your chest out and walk out proud,” was his 
message to the players. 

“They did a hell of a lot more than anybody said they’d do, quite honest. I 
mean, the team that beat us was a favourite coming into the year, and 
we weren’t even close. So, did a good job. I’m sure they’re disappointed 
but that’s this division against those guys.” 

Make no mistake, the better team won the series. 

Or, as Sutter put it, “the best player won the series.” 

Had McDavid not buried the winner five minutes into overtime, he almost 
certainly would have found another way to break the hearts of Flames 
fans. 

Instead, the heartbreak stemmed from the type of call no one wants a 
game decided on. 
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'It's way bigger than hockey' Tkachuk cheering for Oilers fan Ben Stelter 

 

Luke Fox@lukefoxjukeboxMay 26, 2022, 11:23 AM 

 

Yes, one could quibble about the ranking on this list, or the players left 
just outside the cut. That’s because the quality of this summer's 
impending NHL restricted free agents is so deep. 

And loaded with game-breaking young forwards. 

We have top-line wingers and emerging franchise centremen who will be 
due for raises, plus a couple guys establishing themselves as top-four 
defencemen in their early 20s. 

Calgary’s Brad Treliving will be under the most pressure to negotiate 
long-term extensions with his RFAs, but there are stress points in 
Vancouver, Winnipeg, and Ottawa as well. 

Plus, we should have a better understanding of who won 2021’s Jets-
Jackets blockbuster based on which GM is able to re-sign his star and for 
how much. 

As these RFAs shine in their platform seasons and owners wrestle with a 
relatively flat salary cap and pandemic losses, midseason extensions for 
RFAs have been few and far between, setting up some compelling 
negotiations (or trades?) in the off-season. 

Qualifying offers are due by July 11. Free agency is set for July 13. 

Here’s where things stand with the top 15 impending RFAs of 2021. 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 27, 2022 

 

1. Matthew Tkachuk 

Age on July 13: 24 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $7 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Sixth overall pick. Hockey genes. Top-line winger hot 
off 42-goal, 104-point campaign. 2020 All-Star Game rep. Potential future 
captain. Notorious for crawling under opponents’ skin. 

The latest: Despite a 2020-21 production dip and a couple dustups of off-
season trade rumours — a St. Louis homecoming? A package deal to 
lure Jack Eichel out of Buffalo? — Tkachuk remained a critical piece of 
Calgary’s club and one of the best lines in hockey. 

Brad Treliving shot down the idea that he’d deal his most marketable star 
(“There’s nothing to it," the GM said in the summer), but there is a sense 
of inevitability that the band in Calgary won’t be quite the same after 
these playoffs. 

Twelve roster players are on expiring deals, and a major decision must 
be made regarding pending UFA Johnny Gaudreau — who should 
command the most money of any forward on 2022’s open market. 

Tkachuk has shrewdly set himself up for a payday no matter how this 
shakes out. 

While his cap hit is $7 million, the winger’s actual salary this season is $9 
million. That’s the price Treliving would have to sign off on for Tkachuk’s 
next qualifying offer. Add in Tkachuk’s arbitration rights, and the player 
has growing leverage. 

Calgary’s front office must devise a long-term plan and commit to the 
proper forwards. Feels like we’re headed toward a fork-in-the-road off-
season in Alberta. 

2. Jason Robertson 

Age on July 13: 22 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $795,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: 2021 All-Rookie Team and Calder Trophy runner-up. 
Bronze medallist for Team USA at 2021 worlds. Rare Stars forward 
under age 25 who can produce elite offence: 58 goals, 125 points 
through first 128 NHL games. 

The latest: A major reason Jim Nill is unlikely to re-sign pending UFA 
defenceman John Klingberg is because the Dallas GM is seeking to 
invest a greater portion of his limited cap space in youth. 

Robertson and the Stars’ stud goalie are supplying excellent value on 
their entry-level contracts. Both are restricted free agents come summer, 
however, and will require juicy raises. Robertson has been a godsend, 
establishing himself as a top-line threat and picking up slack from aging 
leaders Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn. 

Nill faces a compelling question: Try to lock up as much of Robertson’s 
prime now in hopes he looks like a bargain later, the way Nill did with 
2021 RFA Miro Heiskanen? Or go with a bridge deal and risk handing 
Robertson increased leverage down the road? 

3. Pierre-Luc Dubois 

Age on July 13: 24 

Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $5 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Third-overall pick. Silver medallist for Team Canada at 
world juniors and world championships. Strong, 220-pound two-way 
centre. Coming off second 60-point showing and career-best 28 goals. 
Jets surrendered a haul to acquire him from Columbus. 

The latest: Enjoying a fine bounce-back season after a disruptive and 
disastrous 2020-21, Dubois’s play has justified a payday. Much like 
others on this list, the centre’s actual salary ($6.65 million) is greater than 
his cap hit. It’ll take at least that much for the Jets to qualify him, and 
more in arbitration. 

If GM Kevin Cheveldayoff — who plays his cards close to vest — is to 
lock up Dubois long-term, which was the plan when trading for him, he 
might need to sign him to the richest contract in club history. 

We’re not certain Dubois and super-agent Pat Brisson want a seven- or 
eight-year deal, but if so, it’ll take a figure north of $8 million on an AAV 
to get it done. 

The easier deal might be five years, but that would walk Dubois to UFA 
status right after his 29th birthday. 

“We haven’t really talked. There’s been no real discussions,” Dubois told 
Sportsnet’s Ken Wiebe in late April. “I’ve enjoyed my two years here. I 
like the guys, I like the group, I like the team. I’ve had a fun two years. 

“I know it’s hard to believe, but I haven’t put that much thought into it. 
That’s what these next four, five months are for. We have time. As soon 
as this season is over, I’m sure discussions will start and start picking up. 
I think that’s when most of the thinking will get done.” 

4. Patrik Laine 

Age on July 13: 24 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $7.5 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Second-overall draft pick. Columbus already gave up a 
top centre (Dubois) to acquire Laine. Capable of ripping 40 goals. 
Marketable personality. Blue Jackets need all the scoring they can get. 

The latest: Despite the Finnish sniper’s hot start in the fall (10 points in 
10 games) — a fine rebound from his dismal 2020-21 — injury and the 
tragic death of his father, Harri, made for a rocky platform season. 

Laine accepted a hefty qualifying offer last summer (one year at $7.5 
million), but he’ll again be a restricted free agent with arbitration rights in 
the summer. 

GM Jarmo Kekäläinen cannot run the risk of inking Laine to another one-
year deal and effectively walking an elite talent to unrestricted free 
agency shortly after he turns 25. 

So, does Laine want to commit long-term to an organization that has 
been shedding assets for futures and clearly needs several more pieces 
to contend? 

“I don’t think it should be an issue. They’ve expressed they want me 
here. I’ve said the same thing. The feeling is mutual. Just figure out the 
term and money and all that, and I think we should be fine,” Laine said at 
his season-ending meeting with the press. 

Kekäläinen echoed the sentiment: "I think he’s expressed he wants to 
stay here. We’ve said we want him to stay. Now, it’s just finding the 
common ground.” 

Too many stars have walked out of Columbus over the years. It’s 
imperative the organization keep Laine in the fold. 

    May 2, 2022 

5. Josh Norris 

Age on July 13: 23 
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Position: Centre 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Incredible release. No. 1 centre 
potential. Key acquisition in the 2018 Erik Karlsson blockbuster trade. 52 
goals and 90 points through first 125 NHL games. Prime aligns with 
Senators’ young core. Team-best 35 goals in 2021-22. Ottawa already 
traded away Nick Paul. 

The latest: Preliminary talks between Norris’s agent, Newport Sports’ 
Craig Oster, and GM Pierre Dorion are believed to have already 
commenced. 

But if the prolonged RFA negotiation between another Oster client, Brady 
Tkachuk, and the Senators taught us anything, this one could go down to 
the wire. 

Norris was provided a handy comparable when the Montreal Canadiens 
jumped to extend 22-year-old centre Nick Suzuki to a handsome eight-
year, $63-million extension in October. Since then, Norris has been the 
more productive player. 

Dorion skipped the bridge and committed long term to core pieces 
Tkachuk, Thomas Chabot, and Drake Batherson. That’s the smart play 
here, and cap space is no issue. 

Good teams are built up the middle. Why would he not try the same 
philosophy with Norris? 

Dorion happily told reporters that Norris informed him at his exit meeting 
that the player would like a new contract as soon as possible. 

    December 15, 2021 

6. Kevin Fiala 

Age on July 13: 25 

Position: Right wing / Left wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $5.1 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. World championships silver medallist. 
Four-time 20-goal man. Hot off career-best 33-goal, 85-point campaign. 

The latest: The Minnesota Wild are staring at a crazy cap crunch, with 
roughly $8.2 million in spending power and seven roster players on 
expiring deals. Fiala is the best of the bunch, and his price is only going 
up. 

Not only does the top-line winger have arbitration rights, he’s a year 
away from UFA status and he’s fresh off a scorching platform year. In 
short: the player has tons of leverage. 

Does Fiala want to remain in Minnesota? 

“There’s no other answer than we’ll see,” Fials told reporters after 
meeting with GM Bill Guerin. 

Then he posted a thank-you to Minnesota on Instagram. 

A trade feels inevitable. 

“Kevin’s a good kid. He’s a good guy,” Guerin said on a radio 
appearance. “He’s had some success here, and I think he likes it here. 
But I also think he’s realistic. His agents are good guys and smart and 
they know the market. It’s a tough situation. Hey, look, we really like 
Kevin. Kevin’s a great kid. He had a helluva year for us. Who wouldn’t 
want that on their team?” 

7. Jesper Bratt 

Age on July 13: 23 

Position: Left wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2.75 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Fast becoming one of the NHL’s most underrated 
forwards. Silky mitts. Steadily increased his points per game over four 
seasons. Selected to Sweden’s 2019 world championship squad. Devils’ 
highest scorer with a career-best 26-goal, 73-point performance. 

The latest: Bratt is about to make the franchise pay. 

Delivering back-to-back career seasons since signing his two-year bridge 
contract, Bratt thrived in a breakout showing for New Jersey. 

The sixth-rounder might be a late bloomer, but his confidence and 
underlying numbers are accelerating upward. In a somewhat surprising 
move, Devils GM Tom Fitzgerald committed early and aggressively to 
Bratt’s younger teammate, Jack Hughes, with an eight-year, $64-million 
whopper. 

Hughes is a centre and arrived more highly touted; Bratt is a winger. 

With the Devils’ largest cap hit, P.K. Subban ($9 million), coming off the 
books, space to extend Bratt won’t be an issue. But keeping his price tag 
well below Hughes’s might be. 

GM Tom Fitzgerald described Bratt as “a big part of our future” when the 
season concluded. 

“He’s a tremendous young player. Where he’s grown over the past two 
years, I can’t keep emphasizing the positives of the last two years with 
the individual play,” he said. 

“We want Jesper Bratt here long term — and that’s my job, to work out a 
deal with his agent. The goal is to get Jesper Bratt under contract and be 
part of the puzzle that we’re building here. 

“Prices are also part of the puzzle. And that’s where we have to figure out 
where we are with him. But we absolutely need Jesper Bratt in our 
lineup.” 

8. Tony DeAngelo 

Age on July 13: 26 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $1 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: Right-shot defenceman in his prime. Skates 19-plus 
minutes a night. Proven producer from the back end. One of best bargain 
buys of the summer. Letting his play do the talking. Posted his second 
10-goal, 50-point season, and a career-best plus-30 rating. Playoff 
performer. 

The latest: Leaving New York City with bridges burning in his wake, the 
lightning-rod DeAngelo accepted a humbling $1-million, shut-up-and-play 
deal with contending Carolina. 

Throughout his redemption bid, the offensive defenceman has kept his 
opinions to himself and played to his strengths. The Hurricanes may 
have lost Dougie Hamilton to free agency, but dollar for dollar, DeAngelo 
has done a fine job supplanting Hamilton’s playmaking. 

“We felt comfortable after doing all the research of bringing him here on a 
short-term deal, and we’ll continue to work with him,” said GM Don 
Waddell, who absorbed fan criticism for the hire. 

“Tony recognizes that he’s made mistakes. Every time he has made 
mistakes, he has improved on it. It’s something that he’s fully aware of, 
we’re fully aware. That is why, again, we did a short-term contract with a 
very low number. We’ll get him here, get him in our environment, and we 
believe it will all go well for us.” 
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That Carolina has been rumoured to be keenly interested in defencemen 
like John Klingberg and Jakob Chychrun suggests DeAngelo — whose 
play demands a raise — is at risk of pricing himself out of town come 
summer. 

Or perhaps things have gone so well, that the sides re-up for another 
short-term deal. 

9. Noah Dobson 

Age on July 13: 22 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $894,167 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Represented Team Canada at 2019 
world juniors. Already earning top-four minutes in New York. Right shot. 
Crushed career bests in goals (13) and points (51). 20 games of playoff 
experience. 

The latest: Ryan Pulock and Adam Pelech didn’t secure their life-
changing extensions until their late-20s, and Dobson will sit down at Lou 
Lamoriello’s negotiating table with little leverage (i.e., no arbitration 
rights). 

Yes, Dobson finding his stride in the final year of his entry-level deal is 
fantastic news. Still, we bet it’ll be in the player and team’s best interest 
to go short term. By the time Dobson is ready for a big extension, the cap 
should be on the rise. 

"I think he’s playing with a lot more confidence," future Hall of Famer and 
current defence partner Zdeno Chara said. "You can see in his game 
he’s making some plays, being there for us in crucial times. He’s using 
his hockey sense and his skating ability. He’s playing really well." 

How does three years and $10 million sound? 

10. Andrew Mangiapane 

Age on July 13: 26 

Position: Left wing / Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2.425 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: MVP for gold medallist Team Canada at the 2021 
worlds, scoring seven goals in seven games at the tournament. Named 
to Canada’s Olympic long list. Provides critical even-strength scoring. 
Solid penalty killer. Accepted a team-friendly bridge deal last time. Hit 
career highs in goals (35), points (55) and plus/minus (+20). 

The latest: Mangiapane said he was open to a long-term deal in Calgary 
the last time he turned RFA, but the Flames’ tight cap situation made a 
two-year contract the best option. 

Well, the versatile forward appears ready to make them pay this time — 
either by landing a windfall or setting himself up to walk away in his 
prime. 

“My advice to him would be to do a short-term deal by way of arbitration 
or negotiation — negotiating ideally — and then let’s wait and take a look 
at the landscape,” agent Ritch Winter told Eric Francis. 

“You’re a year away from being an unrestricted free agent at age 27 and, 
really, in the heart of your best producing years of your career. There’s 
nothing more valuable in a player’s career than his ability to look into free 
agency and see what the options are, and I highly recommend that he 
focus on that.” 

The best option for Mangiapane would be the worst one for Treliving, 
whose plate will be overloaded with tough decisions. 

Calgary already has five forwards making $4.85 million or more in 2022-
23, and that list does not include Gaudreau, Tkachuk or Mangiapane. 
Yikes. 

“At the end of the day there may be a number that Andrew finds very 
compelling, that he will take — that’s his choice,” Winter added. 

“He likes Calgary. He has lots of friends in Calgary and best friends on 
the team. The team may be the best choice, so you don’t want to close 
the door on Calgary being his spot. There’s a lot of factors that weigh in 
favour of him signing long term in Calgary after free agency.” 

11. Mario Ferraro 

Age on July 13: 23 

Position: Defence 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: Won gold with Team Canada at 2021 worlds. Skates 
an eye-popping 24 minutes a night. Fan favourite who runs his own 
YouTube channel. Beginning to flex some of the offence he wielded in 
college. Plays bigger than his size. 

The latest: Ferraro won’t wow you with his stat line, but he’s increasingly 
assuming a more important role on a San Jose blueline desperate for a 
youthful boost. 

Surely, Ferraro noted his UMass D partner, Cale Makar, hit a home run 
in negotiations with the Avalanche last summer, and it sounds like he’ll 
be gunning for security as well. 

“The Sharks are the team that trusted me and drafted me,” Ferraro told 
reporters. “I’m very loyal to this to this organization. I don’t see there ever 
being any better organization that I’d like to be a part of. 

“I’d love to be a Shark forever.” 

The affable Ferraro is being mentioned as future captain material. 

While there’s no rush to slap a letter on him yet, there is more money 
available to take care of him now that Evander Kane’s salary has been 
freed up. 

Ferraro told reporters in May that he’d prefer a long-term commitment. 

“I’d love to be here for a long time,” he said. “Being a successful NHL 
hockey team and winning a championship, that’s something I dream of 
doing as a Shark. 

“Those are things that I really can’t control. I’m just taking it day by day 
with whatever happens, happens. But yeah, it would be nice.” 

12. Brock Boeser 

Age on July 13: 25 

Position: Right wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $5.75 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Bronze medallist repping Team USA 
at 2016 world juniors. 2018 NHL All-Rookie Team and All-Star Game 
MVP. Four-time 20-goal scorer. Five-time 45-point getter. 

The latest: Boeser was downright electric as a rookie, stacking a career-
best 29 goals and causing Canucks fans to believe this was just the 
beginning. 

Much like the rest of the roster, however, Boeser has cooled since then 
— which should make his next negotiation a doozy. 
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Boeser’s agent, Ben Hankinson, said that he and former GM Jim 
Benning had discussed a six- and seven-year options for Boeser coming 
out of his entry-level deal. Ultimately, a three-year bridge won the day. 

Although Boeser’s cap hit is $5.75 million, his actual salary is $7.5 million 
— so a one-year qualifying offer for that amount will need to be sent his 
way by GM Patrik Alvin. 

With Elias Pettersson underdelivering since his raise and Bo Horvat and 
J.T. Miller hitting UFA in 2023, Alvin faces interesting questions as he 
builds the future core of Vancouver forwards. 

Trade rumours keep popping up around Boeser, who has tried not to let 
the uncertainty faze him. 

“It’s not really a worry of mine,” Boeser told The Province. “I’ve been a 
big believer in saying whatever happens, happens. I’ve said what I 
wanted to say in how much this organization means to me. But at the end 
of the day, it’s up to them (management).” 

13. Jake Oettinger 

Age on July 13: 23 

Position: Goaltender 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $925,000 

Arbitration rights: No 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Two-time world junior medallist. World 
championships medallist. Took starter’s job in competitive Dallas crease. 
Posted career-best 30 wins and .914 saver percentage in regular 
season. Great size (6-foot-5, 220 pounds) and growing confidence. Led 
all goalies in Round 1 of the 2022 playoffs with a .954 save percentage. 

The latest: The only healthy NHL-level goaltender under club control, 
Oettinger has emerged a critical piece to Dallas’s hopes now and in the 
future. 

The playoff stud said he was “just scratching the surface” of his 
capabilities after willing his team to a seven-game series with the heavily 
favoured Calgary Flames — a star turn that should boost his bargaining 
power this summer. 

With true No. 1 goaltenders so difficult to come by, Nill should consider 
locking up Oettinger long term. 

14. Adrian Kempe 

Age on July 13: 25 

Position: Centre / Wing 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. 2018 world championship gold 
medallist for Team Sweden. Named to 2022 All-Star Game amidst a 
career season (35 goals, 54 points). Speedster. Big body. 

The latest: With his three-year bridge contract winding down, Kempe 
slammed the gas. He exceeded his career highs in goals and game-
winners prior to the schedule’s halfway point and was named the Kings’ 
representative to the all-star game. 

“It was a little bit of a shock. I’m very excited for it,” Kempe said. “I felt like 
going into this year I want to take another step, scoring goals and 
shooting more. It’s paying off right now. I’m trying to have at least three 
shots on goal every night.” 

Further, Kempe’s ice time has increased in all situations as he gains 
more defensive trust from coach Todd MacLellan. 

We don’t envision Kempe’s extension causing an issue. As Dustin 
Brown’s $5.875-million cap hit comes off the books, a chunk of that 
should go toward Kempe’s raise. 

Following the Kings’ playoff exit, Kempe said he’d like to sign a long-term 
deal with the club. 

15. Ilya Samsonov 

Age on July 13: 25 

Position: Goaltender 

2021-22 salary cap hit: $2 million 

Arbitration rights: Yes 

Bargaining chips: First-round pick. Silver and bronze medallist at world 
juniors. 2016 Gagarin Cup champion. Capitals do not have an NHL 
goalie under contract for 2022-23. Big frame (6-foot-3, 200 pounds). 
Wins games (53-23-10). 

The latest: The patiently developed successor to Braden Holtby has 
played well enough to keep the Capitals in the playoff mix — but he is 
still seeking a serious commitment from management. 

There was speculation that Washington was tempted to expose the 
young goalie in the Seattle expansion draft. The Russian was ultimately 
protected and signed to a one-year prove-it deal that rides him to a 
potential arbitration case this off-season. 

GM Brian MacLellan’s biggest question mark heading into 2022-23 will 
be his crease. Both 1A Samsonov and 1B Vitek Vanecek are on expiring 
deals, and neither seized the crease outright. 

Management is disappointed here. So much so, the Capitals explored 
trading for rental Marc-Andre Fleury at the deadline. 

MacLellan didn’t rule out the possibility of running it back with his young 
tandem next fall, but the executive told reporters in May that the scenario 
“depends on the availability of other people.” 

Make GMBM an offer. 

“They’ve both been pretty good, but not great,” MacLellan said. 
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TSN.CA / Flames' season comes to an end after disallowed goal causes 
controversy 

 

Salim Valji 

 

A season for the Calgary Flames that began with limited expectations 
that gradually increased as they proved themselves on the ice ended 
with a Connor McDavid overtime winner as the Edmonton Oilers won the 
first Battle Of Alberta playoff series in 31 years on Thursday night. 

The post-game conversation was equal parts McDavid’s brilliance and 
the disallowed goal by Blake Coleman that would have given the Flames 
the lead with just under six minutes left in regulation.  

Afterwards, there was confusion on the Flames –and in the hockey 
world–on the rule and what constituted a kicking motion.  

"I don't think I understand the rule,” Coleman said. “[I was] getting 
pushed, just trying to keep my foot on the ice…I felt like I was in the 
battle. My understanding is you can direct the puck, but you just can't 
kick. I didn't feel I kicked it." 

“Depends on what you call a distinct kicking motion,” Flames head coach 
Darryl Sutter added. 
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Regardless of if Coleman had given the Flames another lead, the 
Edmonton Oilers were clearly the better team, despite allowing nine 
goals in the opener.  

Edmonton’s best players were their best players, while Calgary’s left 
something to be desired. Leon Draisaitl had three more points (17) than 
Calgary’s top line of Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm, and Matthew 
Tkachuk combined (14). Evander Kane added five goals in five games.  

In their own zone, Calgary allowed far too much off the rush, was not 
nearly responsible enough defensively, and had several unforced errors 
and undisciplined penalties. They allowed the Oilers to come back at 
various points in the series, never showing the killer instinct Edmonton 
seemed to have in spades. 

While Darryl Sutter spent time downplaying the McDavid and Markstrom 
effects, both played pivotal roles in the Oilers stunning victory. McDavid 
dazzled fans, teammates, and opponents alike with his masterful control 
of the game and raising his bar to another level. Not only was he 
dominant on the stats sheet with 12 points in five games, he was second 
on Edmonton with 18 hits.  

"Hard to put into words what that one meant to me,” he said of his 
overtime heroics. 

“It was real fun,” he said of the Battle Of Alberta.  

“The fans were amazing in both buildings, especially in Edmonton, just 
the energy and vibe around the city has been amazing.” 

“The best player won the series for them,” Sutter said. 

Then there was Jacob Markstrom.  

After Round 1 heroics versus the Dallas Stars and out-dueling Jake 
Oettinger, he was bested by Mike Smith, the former Flame. Markstrom’s 
brilliance was a huge reason Calgary shocked many by winning the 
Pacific Division –and his poor play during Round 2 was a major reason 
they were eliminated in five. Versus Edmonton, he had an 0.852 save 
percentage and allowed at least four goals in each game. 

Afterwards, Darryl Sutter refused to blame his goalie. 

“You guys [media] want to criticize,” he said. “He had a hell of a year. 
[He’s] one of our captains, one of our leaders. The team won 55 games. 
How many did he win? Most of them.” 

Sutter shared a moment with Connor McDavid in the handshake line–no 
doubt sharing the aspirations of his own group. 

“‘You’re in the position now to do something special,’” Sutter said, of his 
words to McDavid. 

As for his words to his own group, Sutter told them to walk with pride. 

“Keep your chin up, your chest out, walk out proud,” he said.  

“They did a hell of a lot more than anybody said they’d do.” 
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TSN.CA / Flames need ‘complete team effort’ with backs against the wall 

 

Salim Valji 

 

Throughout the 2021-22 season, the Calgary Flames’ identity has been 
all about how they can roll four lines, play a tight-checking game (as 
opposed to simply defend), and play with pace and grit. 

The Flames will rely on all they have built since training camp in 
September as they attempt to extend their season with a victory at home 
tonight in Game 5 of their Western Conference semifinal against the 
surging Oilers. Edmonton leads the best-of-seven series 3-1 and can 
eliminate Calgary with a victory tonight at the Saddledome. 

“It really has to be complete team effort if we're going to get a win here 
tonight,” top-line forward Matthew Tkachuk said.  

“Just start with one, use our home crowd to our advantage and get 
everybody going early and see what happens.” 

Much of the difference in this series has been the level of play of 
Edmonton’s stars versus Calgary’s star players. Since Game 1, Connor 
McDavid, Leon Draisaitl and Evander Kane have combined for 23 points, 
while Johnny Gaudreau, Matthew Tkachuk and Elias Lindholm have just 
five. 

“There’s guys that can maybe get around the net more, maybe there’s 
more pucks between the hashmarks, maybe there’s a little bit more on 
the rush, a little bit more on the power play,” Flames head coach Darryl 
Sutter said when asked about how his team can generate more offence.  

Sutter also praised Tkachuk’s effort while saying he could use his tools 
more. 

“I think just his skill-set [and] using it more to his advantage,” the veteran 
coach said. 

“It’s got nothing to do with effort or anything like that with any of our guys 
that haven’t been as productive after Game 1 of this series, but you have 
to give Edmonton credit in that, too. Maybe our guys are doing all they 
can, maybe Edmonton’s just a little bit better right now…nobody’s talked 
about that. It’s always been about the negatives. What about the good 
stuff that’s going on.” 

With their backs against the wall, the debate right now is whether the 
team will continue sticking with its style of play, or adapt to its opponent. 

Sutter hinted at some on-ice changes for Game 5, but said that he would 
not stray too far from the identity he’s worked hard to build with this group 
during the past eight months. 

“There might be some different approaches, but you’re not calling in 
plays,” Sutter said. 

“It’s not where the defence goes off and the offence goes on, or we 
change innings.” 

There will also need to be a high level of desperation emanating from the 
Flames. 

“Our backs against the wall, in the corner up against the ropes,” forward 
Milan Lucic said. 

“If you look at, ‘Oh we’ve got to win three games.’ In order to win three 
games, you have to win one game…we’re going to need that same 
desperation we had in that Game 7 versus Dallas, said Lucic. “What I 
said before that game is that you need big plays from big-time players.” 

Much has been said about what could change after this season for the 
Flames. Gaudreau (unrestricted) and Tkachuk (restricted) are pending 
free agents. The tight-knit Flames roster may look very different come 
fall. 

“I really enjoy playing with all these guys in this locker room and we have 
a good group in there,” Gaudreau said. 

“It's been fun all year long. Every guy is really motivated in there.” 
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TSN.CA / Hockey Canada, CHL settle lawsuit over alleged sexual 
assault involving World Junior players 

 

Rick Westhead 

 

A woman who alleged she was sexually assaulted by eight Canadian 
Hockey League players, including members of Canada’s gold medal-
winning 2017-18 World Junior team, has agreed to drop a lawsuit against 
the players, Hockey Canada, and the CHL after reaching a settlement. 

The woman, whose allegations are detailed in court records filed in 
Ontario Superior Court in London, Ont., on Apr. 20, claimed she was 
repeatedly assaulted while intoxicated in a hotel room following a Hockey 
Canada Foundation gala and golf event in the city in June of 2018. 

Hockey Canada and the CHL were named as defendants in the case, as 
were eight unnamed CHL players “including but not limited to members 
of the Canada U20 Men’s Junior Hockey Team.” The hockey players are 
identified in the 18-page statement of claim as John Does 1-8. 

The allegations against the players were never proven in court and none 
of the defendants filed a response. 

The plaintiff, identified in court records as “E.M.” asked a judge to award 
$3.55 million, including $2 million for past and future pecuniary damages, 
$1 million for punitive damages, $300,000 for pain and suffering, and 
$50,000 for mental and emotional stress. 

Robert Talach, the plaintiff’s London-based lawyer, confirmed to TSN his 
client accepted a settlement in the case. He refused to say whether the 
woman had signed a non-disclosure agreement as part of her settlement. 

“The plaintiff is satisfied with the outcome and relieved that this difficult 
matter has been concluded,” Talach wrote in an email to TSN on 
Tuesday. “She has nothing further to add and, consistent with her 
expressed wishes and behaviour throughout, requests that her privacy 
and desire not to be identified continues to be respected.” 

The woman, who is now 24, also alleged in the statement of claim that 
Hockey Canada was made aware of the alleged assaults and failed to 
investigate or sanction the players involved. 

Hockey Canada spokeswoman Esther Madziya said that the organization 
informed London police about the allegations. 

“Hockey Canada is deeply troubled by the very serious allegations of 
sexual assault regarding members of the 2017-18 National Junior 
Hockey Team,” Madziya wrote in a statement to TSN. “As soon as 
Hockey Canada became aware of this matter in 2018, we contacted local 
police authorities to inform them. The same day, we also retained Henein 
Hutchison LLP, a firm with extensive experience in this area, to 
undertake a thorough independent internal investigation and make 
recommendations on areas for improvement which we have been 
implementing and will continue to pursue. 

“The person bringing the allegations forward chose not to speak with 
either police or with Hockey Canada’s independent investigator and also 
chose not to identify the players involved. This was her right, and we fully 
respect her wishes. We have settled this matter and as part of that 
settlement, we will not be commenting further.” 

London Police Service spokeswoman Sandasha Bough wrote in a 
statement to TSN that the department does not comment on alleged 
criminal investigations. 

“The London Police Service is committed to thoroughly investigating all 
complaints of sexual assault,” Bough wrote. “Along with our community 
partners, we will fully support those who come forward and we 
encourage anyone who has experienced sexual violence to report the 
incident to police so that the matter can be investigated.” 

CHL president Dan MacKenzie wrote in a statement that the league was 
notified about the lawsuit in early May and was “deeply troubled by the 
allegations.” 

“We have been advised by Hockey Canada that they have settled the 
matter and we will not be providing further comment,” MacKenzie wrote. 

According to the lawsuit, the alleged assaults took place in the early 
morning of June 19, 2018, during a two-day Hockey Canada event in 
London where the 2017-18 World Junior team was honoured for winning 
gold by beating Sweden 3-1 in the Jan. 5 final in Buffalo. 

The lawsuit said the John Doe defendants attended a Hockey Canada 
Foundation Gala June 18 and following the event went to Jack’s Yard, a 
bar and restaurant in downtown London. The claim said that the plaintiff 
arrived at the bar at 11 p.m., where she met a hockey player – not listed 
as a defendant – who introduced her to John Doe 1 and his teammates. 

The defendant players allegedly bought the woman a number of alcoholic 
beverages and shots and she became separated from her friends, 
growing more intoxicated as the night progressed. 

The plaintiff said she showed evident signs of intoxication including 
“glassy eyes, slurred speech, stumbling and loss of balance” as she left 
the bar with one of the players – John Doe 1 – and went with him to the 
Delta London Armouries Hotel. After she engaged in sexual acts with 
him, John Doe 1 “invited the remainder of the John Doe defendants into 
the room without the knowledge or consent of the Plaintiff,” the lawsuit 
alleged. 

According to the lawsuit, the players directed her to fondle her genitals, 
and perform oral sex on them. The players also allegedly straddled the 
plaintiff while placing their genitals in her face, slapped the plaintiff on her 
buttocks, spat on her, ejaculated in and on her, engaged in vaginal 
intercourse with her, pressured her from leaving the room when she tried 
to, and engaged in other sexual activities with her. 

“Throughout the assaults, the plaintiff experienced an ongoing 
apprehension of imminent physical harm of a sexual nature,” the lawsuit 
said. “The actions of the John Doe defendants caused terror and fear in 
the plaintiff’s mind. The John Doe defendants had complete control over 
the plaintiff and had isolated her from others. The number of men and the 
fact that they had brought golf clubs to the room further intimidated the 
plaintiff. As a result, the plaintiff acquiesced to their repeated sexual acts 
and direction to engage in same, but this in no way constituted valid 
consent under law by the plaintiff.” 

The plaintiff alleged that she was too intoxicated to provide proper 
consent. 

“At times the plaintiff was crying and attempted to leave the room but was 
directed, manipulated and intimidated into remaining, after which she 
was subjected to further sexual assaults,” the lawsuit said. 

The plaintiff alleged that the actions of the players amounted to 
conspiracy because the players allegedly encouraged her to drink 
alcohol, isolated her from her friends, engaged in sexual acts with her, 
pressured her to not leave when she made an effort to do so, directed 
her to say that she was sober while being video recorded, and directed 
her to have a shower after the sexual assaults had concluded. 

She also alleged the John Doe defendants pressured her to not report 
the players to police and to not cooperate with a criminal investigation 
after it was initiated.  

As a result of the alleged assaults, the plaintiff has suffered mental 
anguish, humiliation, degradation, shame, and low self-esteem, her 
lawsuit said. It also said the incident impaired her ability to complete her 
education, to earn an income, and to establish relationships of intimacy. 
She has also suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder, nightmares, 
depression, and suicidal ideation, the claim says. 

“The plaintiff has been required to undergo medical treatment and 
psychological counselling and will continue to require same indefinitely 
throughout her lifetime,” the claim said. 
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The lawsuit alleged that Hockey Canada, the governing body for amateur 
hockey in Canada, has “ignored or failed to reasonably address 
institutionalized and systemic abuse” and “had knowledge that over the 
last number of years, its players were subjected to sexual assault and 
also encouraged to sexually assault others.” 

“Two days ago, the National Hockey League was advised of a lawsuit 
involving sexual allegations filed against eight unnamed members of the 
2018 Canadian World Junior hockey team. We were subsequently 
provided with the Statement of Claim, containing allegations of behavior 
that is both abhorrent and reprehensible. We will endeavor to determine 
the underlying facts and, to the extent this may involve players who are 
now in the NHL, we will determine what action, if any, would be 
appropriate. We will have no further comment at this time.” 
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