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Can Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov use Game 5 goal to break away to bigger things? 

By Chip Alexander 

Can more than 18,000 people collectively hold their breath, 
then exhale in a cheer loud enough to shake a building? 

Andrei Svechnikov made that happen Thursday, in a matter 
of seconds. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers were locked 
in a tight Stanley Cup playoff game at PNC Arena, the Canes 
leading 2-1 in the third period of Game 5 and the series tied 
2-2. Everyone seemed to sense the next goal, if there was 
one, would be a game-maker or game-breaker. 

Svechnikov sensed it and did something about it.. Tipping 
the puck away from Rangers defenseman Adam Fox near 
the red line at center ice, the Canes forward suddenly was in 
motion, on a breakaway, bearing down on the Rangers 
goalie. 

That would be Igor Shesterkin. Before Game 5, there had 
been talk of Shesterkin “getting in the heads” of the Canes 
with some near-brilliant play, thwarting them at every turn 
during the series. 

That included Svechnikov, who was without a point in the 
series before Thursday and aware that he needed to be 
better, that the Canes were counting on him to be better. 

“Of course I expect a little bit more,” Svechnikov said before 
Game 4 in New York. “I just try to go and work hard every 
time. I know it’s going to come. I know those important goals 
are going to come, as well.” 

So there was No. 37, going down the ice, the two young 
Russian players suddenly one on one. 

It was one of those moments of truth that pop up in hockey 
games. Svechnikov settled the puck and went backhand, 
sliding it through Shesterkin’s pads — the “5 hole” — as he 
swept past. 

It was 3-1, Canes, with about seven minutes left in 
regulation, Svechnikov had his fourth goal of the playoffs and 
PNC Arena has rarely been louder. 

“That was a huge goal, at the right time,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “I don’t know that he was playing lights-out 
to that point, but that type of player has that ability to out of 
nowhere make something happen.” 

Granted, it was loud when Vincent Trocheck scored 
shorthanded Thursday for the Canes’ first goal, even louder 
when Teuvo Teravainen beat Shesterkin for the Canes’ first 
power-play goal of the series. But No. 37 with the puck on 
his stick in full flight creates anticipation unlike any other 
Canes player, it seems. 

Trocheck is an aggressive, aggravating kind of player, 
combative and gritty. Teravainen is the quiet Finn with 
undeniable skills, a smooth playmaker with a wickedly good 
shot when he uses it. 

Svechnikov is all about strength, skill and power. And while 
he became a 30-goal scorer this season for the first time in 
his career, it’s almost as if at age 22 he’s still scratching the 
surface of what he can be. 

“He plays a hard game and it’s a hard game to play,” 
Brind’Amour said Friday. “Last night he gets one, but he’s 
been playing well. He has that ability to score at any time. 
That’s what make him special.” 

Svechnikov’s breakaway score could be a springboard for 
him in the playoffs. If the Canes are to continue to advance, 
No. 37 will be counted on for more, and he has been a 
streaky kind of player when it comes to scoring goals. 

“Svechy is going to get his goals,” Trocheck said. “He plays 
hard every night.” 

Game 6 against the Rangers is Saturday in New York and 
the Canes are still without a road win in the playoffs. 
Svechnikov could help change that. 

“Obviously we need him to score if we’re going to win 
games, and this time of year especially,” Brind’Amour said.
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Hurricanes’ Teuvo Teravainen, who snapped team’s power-play skid, keeps ticking along 

By Luke DeCock 

Only 10 days ago, the wispy fuzz on Teuvo Teravainen’s 
upper lip was so unimpressive, even he was embarrassed. 
Asked after an off-day practice between the first and second 
rounds if that was a playoff mustache, the Carolina 
Hurricanes forward could only admit defeat. 

“It is something like that, yes,” Teravainen said, without 
emotion. “I don’t want to talk about it.” 

How things have changed. He may not be Lanny McDonald, 
but there’s definite growth and progress in the mustache 
department, with no need to remain facially self-effacing, 
even if that’s Teravainen’s laconic style anyway. 

It’s merely coincidence that as he becomes more hirsute he’s 
also been the Hurricanes’ most consistent offensive player in 
the second round, with assists in the first two games, the 
Hurricanes’ lone goal in Game 4 and their first power-play 
goal in five games in Thursday’s 3-1 win over the New York 
Rangers. 

He should have at least one more — his failure to elevate the 
puck over Igor Shesterkin’s right pad was one of the great 
missed opportunities in Tuesday’s loss — but there’s also 
something to be said for having 11 points in 12 games on a 
team that’s seen many of its best players be erratic if not 
absent, at least until Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent 
Trocheck broke through Thursday. 

Teravainen’s power-play goal came off a feed from Seth 
Jarvis, finding Teravainen alone to Shesterkin’s right with 
time and space to pick a corner, the go-ahead goal and 
game-winner, as it turned out. 

“It was just a great play by Jarvy to find that seam to me,” 
Teravainen said. “I just tried to catch it and shoot it right 
away and get it up a little bit. So it was a good play by Jarvy.” 

It was, yes, a nice cross-ice pass by Jarvis, but that sells 
Teravainen’s finish a little short. In a series where the 
Hurricanes have had so much trouble finishing even easier 

chances against Shesterkin — Sebastian Aho hit both the 
crossbar and the post Thursday, the latter in as much open 
ice as he may ever see in a playoff game in his career — the 
finish was as clinical as it was timely. 

And in this case, it was really a matter of Jarvis repaying the 
kind of favor Teravainen regularly hands out to his 
teammates: Those pinpoint passes even they don’t expect. 

“It’s kind of tough (to explain) unless you’re out there with 
him, but he makes plays,” Jarvis said. “He’s not the fastest 
guy but he plays the game so fast it definitely makes up for it. 
It’s really cool to watch, and to play with, it’s even better. 

Someone would eventually have to break an 0-for-21 power-
play skid. Might as well be Teravainen, who is as reliably 
productive as any of his teammates without, necessarily, 
their star power. While everyone was worried about Aho and 
Svechnikov and Trocheck and Martin Necas — who 
continues to struggle — Teravainen kept plugging away. 
While a couple bad turnovers brought some criticism upon 
him, he has hardly been the main issue with the Carolina 
offense. 

Whether in his happy place playing with Aho or on another 
line — usually a better option for the Hurricanes, despite 
their chemistry, because they both can make the players 
around them better — Teravainen has been as continually 
effective in these playoffs as anyone on the roster save 
perhaps Jarvis. With a point in all seven of the Hurricanes’ 
home wins, he’s more than halfway to Cory Stillman’s 13-
game home point streak during the run to the Stanley Cup in 
2006. 

“You know the talent’s there, a sneaky skill player,” 
Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour said. “You see that on 
his goal. That’s a great catch and shoot that not a lot of guys 
can do, at that pace and put it in the right spot. Nothing 
bothers him.” 

Almost nothing, anyway, other than his playoff mustache. 
And even that, less than before.
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Rangers vs. Hurricanes picks, odds: Expert predictions for Stanley Cup Playoffs Game 6 

By The Athletic NHL Staff 

Carolina’s perfect home record in the playoffs remained 
intact with a Game 5 win against the New York Rangers. The 
Hurricanes’ winless road record in the playoffs will again be 
put to the test in Game 6 Saturday in Madison Square 
Garden. 

Will we see a Game 7 or will Carolina book a place in the 
conference finals against the Tampa Bay Lightning? The 
Lightning have been waiting for an opponent since sweeping 
the Florida Panthers. 

What time is Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 6? 

Time: Saturday, 8 p.m. (ET) 

Channels: ESPN, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s 
writers will make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, 
the TV schedule and all series coverage, plus the latest 
odds, all in one place for fans to easily digest and follow. Our 
in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. For live 
NHL odds from BetMGM, click here. 

What are the odds for Hurricanes at Rangers? 

Hurricanes -110 O 5 (-145) 

Rangers -110 U 5 (+120) 

Series odds: Hurricanes -400, Rangers +310 

Game 5: Hurricanes 3, Rangers 1 | Carolina leads 3-2 

Recap by Harman Dayal 

What was the key? Carolina’s smothering defensive play as 
a five-man unit. It’s often said that defense begins with 
checking well in the offensive zone, and the Canes were a 
textbook example of that. New York mustered just 17 shots 
on goal. Forget trying to find time and space in the slot in the 
offensive zone; the Rangers had no space to navigate out of 
their own end. They couldn’t solve Carolina’s forecheck, 
which was bolstered by how well the defensemen were 
pinching, and the result was that most of the game was 
spent in New York’s end. 

Moment of the game: When Carolina finally scored on the 
power play. Controlling the even-strength battle is vital, yes, 
but you’re not going to last long if your man advantage can’t 
convert. The Hurricanes had yet to score on the power play 
heading into Game 5, but Teuvo Teravainen made sure to 
snap that streak. Seth Jarvis, who had a tremendous all-
around game, made a great pass, and Teravainen made no 
mistake for what finished as the game winner. 

Hurricanes worry meter:    … Vincent Trocheck, Andrei 
Svechnikov and the power play all started producing, which 
is a massive sigh of relief. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Game 5 was an ugly 
one for them, but they’ll at least have a chance to dictate 
matchups and free Mika Zibanejad from Jordan Staal now 
that they’ll return home to MSG.
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The legend of Hurricanes rookie Seth Jarvis continues to grow 

The 20-year-old forward has battled through injuries and 
earned the respect of his coach 

Cory Lavalette 

RALEIGH — Despite playing half his career in the 1990s, 
Rod Brind’Amour looks at fighting and eye-for-an-eye on-ice 
policing as something best left in the past. But the 
Hurricanes coach, one of the NHL’s top Ironmen during his 
career, loves players that battle through the bumps, bruises 
and blood that come with the grind of a hockey season. 

And that’s a big reason why Brind’Amour is so enamored 
with rookie Seth Jarvis. 

“This kid, he’s growing on me every day.” 

Jarvis has had a postseason to remember for a lot of 
reasons. He has the most goals (three) and points (seven) of 
any rookie in the playoffs. Brind’Amour even used Jarvis’ 
play to try and stoke a fire under the rest of his team after 
Game 4 against the Rangers, praising the rookie while 
saying “a 20-year-old can’t be your best player.” 

The legend of Seth Jarvis grew in Game 5. 

With the Hurricanes up 2-1 in the second period of 
Thursday’s Game 4 against the Rangers after Jarvis set up 
Teuvo Teravainen for a power play goal — ending Carolina’s 
five-game drought with the man advantage — he sacrificed 
himself at the other end of the ice. 

Jarvis noticed Ryan Strome between the hash marks waiting 
for a pass and dove headfirst toward the Rangers center as 
the puck entered his wheelhouse. 

The puck bounced away but Jarvis stayed put, having taken 
the shaft of Strome’s stick right to the mouth. He writhed on 
the ice for a dozen seconds before goalie Antti Raanta froze 
the puck. 

“(It) was a play I had make,” Jarvis said Friday. “It would 
have been a clear one-timer in the slot, so I don’t regret 
doing that. Obviously, no one wants to get slapped in the 
face with a stick, but if that happens, it happens.” 

Jarvis went to the locker room but was back on the ice for his 
next shift, helping Carolina to a 3-1 win and 3-2 series lead. 
He even did a postgame television interview and then met 

with the media at the airport Friday before the team’s flight to 
New York for Saturday’s Game 6, sporting a grossly swollen 
lip and even more damage that wasn’t visible. 

“The top four here are all bent in,” Jarvis said of his teeth. 
“So we’re gonna wait a couple of days, I’ll get an X-ray and 
see what’s going on.” 

It’s not even the first time this postseason Jarvis has been 
felled in a stomach-churning way. 

Much like Friday’s day-after feeling, Jarvis was hurting after 
that injury in Game 4 of the Boston series. 

“Whenever I can work compression pants or anything, it’s 
good, it’s fine,” he said two days after Brendan Smith’s 
friendly fire caught him below the belt. “It’s any other time of 
the day everything just hurts. Everything hurts.” 

He then went and scored twice that night in Game 5. 

Brind’Amour broke his nose enough times as a player that he 
said earlier this season he “only remembers the worst ones, 
the ones that I went home going, ‘This is not fun.’” 

But you can tell Brind’Amour’s respect for Jarvis swelled 
even more after the 2020 13th overall pick quickly returned 
to the ice following Thursday’s unscheduled dental work. 

“He looks like a hockey player, old-school,” Brind’Amour 
said. “He’s got a lot of that in him. He’s gritty. He didn’t even 
want to come out of the game. That’s why you love him.” 

And while Jarvis may one day look back on those injuries the 
way Brind’Amour recalls his worst-of playlist, that’s not how 
the Winnipeg native views it right now. 

“I’m still having a great time,” Jarvis said. “I can’t smile as 
well as I used to, but yeah, it’s still awesome. Last night was 
a great game again and super fun. So just looking forward to 
tomorrow.” 

He did manage to break into a big — and probably painful — 
smile when he heard the praise his coach had given him 
following Game 4. 

“I’m glad he maybe likes me now. That’s nice,” Jarvis said. 
“It’s a cool thing to hear, especially from a guy like that.” 

The feeling seems mutual.
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Mailbag #29: Back To The Big City 

How's Jarvy doing? What does the team need to do to win 
Game 6 in NYC? Are we sticking with Raanta? 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - Happy Memorial Day Weekend, Caniacs. 

Lest we not forget the meaning of the day, before we go 
about our business. With that in mind, hopefully it's a long 
weekend for those reading and everyone is excited for 
Saturday's Game 6 at Madison Square Garden. In case you 
missed it, the NHL announced at 1:10 a.m. that the start time 
will be 8 p.m. 

Why'd they wait so late? Because if Edmonton and Calgary 
had needed a Game 6 for their series, the Canes and 
Rangers would have started earlier than 8 p.m., being that 
the Battle of Alberta's tentative contest was already locked in 
for a 9:30 EST puck drop. 

Instead, as we know now, the Eastern Conference series will 
be the only NHL contest on national television (ESPN), 
kicking off what will be a trend until the Stanley Cup is 
awarded. 

Now that you're all up to speed, let's get to some questions. 

(Please Note: Some questions have been edited for clarity.) 

How's Jarvy doing? - @SusanMo56266341 

He's a tough kid, huh? 

He spoke to reporters this morning at the airport before the 
team took off for Newark and you could see he was still in 
some pain. He admitted he didn't sleep much last night and 
that it feels like someone is someone constantly pushing his 
teeth into his mouth. Doesn't sound fun. 

Fortunately, he didn't lose any teeth, but the front four up top 
are all bent in and he'll get X-Rays in a couple of days. 

Make no mistake though; he'll be in the lineup tomorrow. 

"He looks like a hockey player, old school," Rod Brind'Amour 
said this morning. "He's got a lot of that grit in him. He didn't 
even want to come out of the game. That's why you love 
him." 

The 0-12 streak was broken last night, but do they switch up 
the PP units to get more/better chances? - @Heit_ 

Well, ironically enough, they tried this for Game 4 in New 
York. Nino Niederreiter came up to the top unit while Teuvo 
Teravainen was bumped to his spot on the other group. 

Then, for Game 5 they switched back and who scores? Go 
figure, Teravainen. So, while I think it's never 100% out of 

the equation, I doubt we will see any more personnel 
changes to the units, at least during this series. 

With how quickly the Canes scored on our power play for 
Turbo's goal does that infuse confidence in the units for them 
to start, ahem, storming through the remaining playoffs? - 
@Tom_Hannigan237 

You have to hope, right? 

Not only getting one, but how they got it. Pretty flawlessly 
executed, huh? Heck of a pass by Jarvis. 

People don't forget though that the Stanley Cup-winning 
Bruins team in 2011 finished with the worst power play 
among all 16 teams in the playoffs at 10.8%. So while not 
scoring on the man advantage can be frustrating, it's not the 
ultimate death. 

Do you think that this game kick-started the big boys who've 
been quiet for the majority of this postseason? Svechnikov, 
Teräväinen & Trocheck? - @OneTrueZach 

Same answer as the above - you have to hope, right? 

A little confidence can go a long way. 

Specific to Svechnikov, Brind'Amour also had some thoughts 
to share on him this morning. Are we expecting too much 
from him? 

"We all do. He's still just a young guy trying to figure it out. 
He plays a hard game and it's a hard game to play and be on 
the score sheet every night. We just expect that whenever he 
gets a chance, it should go in. He works hard every shift. 
He's been playing well, he just hasn't had the puck go in 
often, but when it does, it's nice to see. He has that ability to 
score at any time and that's what makes him so special." 

A good reminder that he's only 22. 

What do the Canes need to do to get the win in MSG 
tomorrow night and break the road curse? - @imchasey123 

Shout-out to Chasey for not saying, "Can the Canes win at 
MSG tomorrow?" Of course they CAN. 

As far as the success at home and struggles on the road, 
well, Brind'Amour appears to have had enough of talking 
about it. 

"It's such a non-issue. It's all I hear about. We haven't played 
poorly on the road. Our game has been fine. There's been a 
couple things that have been squirrely, penalties, five-on-
threes, all of a sudden those games get tossed away. They 
could happen at home and it would be the same thing. Every 
game takes on its own kind of life. There's a way we want to 
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play and there's a way they want to play. We're playing good 
teams and that's how it goes." 

Now, as far as things that I'll point out for the Canes to be 
successful? (Here you go, @SRDame_) 

1) Discipline 

They've now allowed a power play goal in three straight first 
periods. Avoiding that would help their odds. 

2) Strong Defensive Structure 

If they can hold New York to just five shots on goal in each of 
the first two periods once again, that would be nice. 

3) Have The Motor Running Right Off The Bat, A.K.A. - 
Establish A Forecheck, A.K.A. "Get To Our Game" 

Another reason why the Rangers weren't racking up the 
shots? They couldn't get out of their own end with the puck. 
The first ten minutes of the third period last night were a 
master class. If you ever want to see what the Canes players 
and coaches mean when they say "our identity" or "play our 
game" - just go watch that. 

You're welcome for cutting through some of the hockey 
cliches and code words. 

Should Kochetkov relieve Raanta or is this a "if it's not broke, 
don't fix it" situation? - @tice_nc 

Stick with Antti Raanta. 

No reason to take him out. He's made a point to say that he 
likes the consistent flow of playing every other day and he's 
been performing well. Absolutely no reason to take him out. 

There are only two goalies left in the Stanley Cup Playoffs 
that have played six games or more and have had a better 
save percentage than Rants. Jordan Binnington and Andrei 
Vasilevskiy. You know what those guys have both won within 
the last three years? Stanley Cups. Raanta has been 
outstanding and if anyone tells you otherwise, don't be afraid 
to tell them that they're wrong. 

Closing Up Shop 

Let's be frank, I might be in danger if I got out of here without 
providing some sort of an update on Frederik Andersen. 
Here's what the head coach said this morning when asked if 
he's close to backing up. 

"Yeah. Every day he's getting closer, but he's not an option." 

So that's that. He did travel with to New York once again 
though. I think it's fair to expect he'll be a member of the 
traveling party from here on out. 

Thanks to all for another fun week of questions. Be ready to 
go for 8 p.m. tomorrow!
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Preview: Game Six, Round Two at NYR 

Carolina aims to close out series with first road victory of 
2022 Stanley Cup Playoffs 

By Walt Ruff 

RALEIGH, NC. - The Carolina Hurricanes are back in The 
Big Apple, this time with their sights set on advancing to the 
Eastern Conference Finals by earning a fourth a final victory 
over the New York Rangers. 

When: Saturday, May 28, 8 p.m. EST 

Watch: ESPN 

Listen: 99.9 The Fan, Hurricanes.com/Listen, Hurricanes 
App 

SERIES RECAPS: 

 Game One: Sebastian Aho ties the game with 2:23 
to go in regulation; Ian Cole wins it just 3:12 into the 
extra frame for Carolina. 

 Game Two: Antti Raanta records a 21-save shutout 
as the Canes take a 2-0 win and series lead. 

 Game Three: Igor Shesterkin stops 43 out of 44 
shots, backstopping New York to their first win in 
the series. 

 Game Four: Shesterkin allows just one goal for a 
third straight game, Rangers tie series at 2-2. 

 Game Five: Canes score once in each period, 
taking a 3-1 victory for their third win of the series. 

THE QUICK HITS: 

Changing The Narrative: The Canes enter Sunday's Game 6 
with a record of 7-0 this postseason at PNC Arena and 0-6 
on the road. Is there actually something to it? Or is it just the 
way things have shaken out? Rod Brind'Amour was blunt 
about the subject Friday. 

"It's such a non-issue. It's all I hear about. We haven't played 
poorly on the road. Our game has been fine. There's been a 
couple things that have been squirrely, penalties, five-on-
threes, all of a sudden those games get tossed away. They 
could happen at home and it would be the same thing. Every 
game takes on its own kind of life. There's a way we want to 
play and there's a way they want to play. We're playing good 
teams and that's how it goes." 

The biggest difference within the games on the road is that 
New York, with last change, has been able to get their 
dynamic top pair of forwards, Chris Kreider and Mika 
Zibanejad on the ice against someone other than Jordan 
Staal line, who has locked them both up in Raleigh. 

Winning The Special Teams Battle: Although the Canes 
allowed a power play goal for the third consecutive first 
period Thurdsay, they still found a way to win the special 
teams battle. A Vincent Trocheck shorthanded goal and a 
Teuvo Teravainen man advantage tally provided the Canes 
with the necessary offensive before Andrei Svechnikov slid 
home a breakaway tally in the third. Will Carolina be able to 
snap their skid of allowing a special teams goal in the 
opening 20 minutes tonight? Can they add a third 
shorthanded marker of the series? 

Physical Nature: After physical play showed itself as a factor 
in Games 3 & 4, it took a back seat in Game 5. Each team 
had just two power plays, both converting on one, but there 
was a lack of scrums after whistles and big hits that 
previously existed. Will that return this evening? 

Limiting Chances: The Rangers produced just 17 shots over 
the course of 60 minutes Thursday, totaling five in each of 
the first two periods. It was just two shy of the fewest 
Carolina has ever allowed in franchise postseason history. In 
the first two games of the series that took place at Madison 
Square Garden, New York had no trouble producing offense 
producing a combined 61 shots. A catalyst of that has been 
quickly transitioning play from their own end to odd-man 
rushes and two-on-ones the other way. Will they be able to 
turn up their output this evening, or will the Canes forecheck 
prove to be a difference once again? 

Grade A-Goaltending: Since the series started both teams 
have allowed just nine goals over the course of five games. 
Antti Raanta and Igor Shesterkin have both been dazzling, 
posting save percentages of .937 and .949 for their teams, 
respectively. 

ESPN Broadcast: Sean McDonough, Ray Ferraro and Emily 
Kaplan will be the broadcast talent for tonight's ESPN 
telecast. 

In Case You Missed It: The league announced Friday that if 
there is a Game 7 necessary for the series that it will begin at 
8 p.m. on Monday in Raleigh. 

ADDITIONAL NOTES: 

What Are We Wearing?: The Canes will be wearing white 
tonight. 

More Milestones: Sebastian Aho, who set the franchise 
record for most assists and points in Tuesday night's Game 
4, is now just two goals shy of passing Eric Staal for the most 
goals in team postseason history. Jaccob Slavin is two 
assists away from passing Staal for the second-most assists 
in team playoff history.

 



 

CAROLINA HURRICANES 
NEWS CLIPPINGS • May 28, 2022 

 

 

 

Hurricanes see road woes as 'a nonissue' entering Game 6 at Rangers 

Carolina confident it can win first playoff game away from 
home, clinch series 

By Amalie Benjamin 

RALEIGH, N.C. -- Rod Brind'Amour gave the slightest of eye 
rolls. 

The Carolina Hurricanes coach had been asked this question 
again and again and again, about whether his team can win 
on the road, about what they need to do to win on the road. 
He didn't have any more answers than he had against the 
Boston Bruins in the Eastern Conference First Round or 
earlier in the Eastern Conference Second Round against the 
New York Rangers. 

He doesn't have them now, when his team faces a chance to 
close out the Rangers in Game 6 at Madison Square Garden 
on Saturday (8 p.m. ET: ESPN, TVAS, SN), leading the best-
of-7 series 3-2. 

Through 12 games of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, the 
Hurricanes have managed to win seven games, and have a 
chance to move on to the Eastern Conference Final, without 
winning a single game away from PNC Arena. 

"That's a nonissue," Brind'Amour said Friday. "It's all I hear 
about. And it's like, we haven't played poorly on the road. 
Our game has been fine. There's been a couple of things 
that have gone squirrelly, penalties and then 5-on-3s. All of a 
sudden those games get tossed away. If that would have 
happened at home, it would have been the same thing. 

"Every game takes on its own kind of life. There's the way we 
want to play, there's the way they're trying to play. We're 
playing good teams. This is how it goes." 

But answers or not, Game 6 is a chance for the Hurricanes 
to prove themselves, to prove their worthiness, to show the 
rest of the NHL that they are true Stanley Cup contenders. 

So can they win on the road? 

"Of course we can," forward Andrei Svechnikov said. 

The Hurricanes had a chance to clinch their first-round series 
against in Game 6 at TD Garden. Instead, the Bruins 
overwhelmed the Hurricanes in the third period to avoid 
elimination and push Carolina into a decisive Game 7 at 
PNC Arena. 

Which the Hurricanes won. 

"To go into it again against New York, we've got to win on 
the road," forward Seth Jarvis said. "That's going to be the 

biggest thing is, we've got to find a way to kind of grind one 
out there." 

There were signs of life from areas that previously had been 
dormant for the Hurricanes in their 3-1 win in Game 5 on 
Thursday. They scored on the power play after going 0-for-9 
on the man-advantage in the first four games of the second 
round. They got a third-period goal from Svechnikov, his first 
point of the series. They dominated the third period and gave 
the Rangers, who had 17 shots on goal, little space to work 
with throughout the game. 

"The way we played was definitely something we want to 
replicate tomorrow," Jarvis said. "It just gives us a good 
ground base, a good framework for tomorrow." 

It has seemed at times like the Hurricanes are two different 
teams, a smothering, dominating one at home where they 
are able to best use their matchup abilities with the Jordan 
Staal line against the opponent's best forwards and stymie 
them. 

And another on the road, where they struggle to come up 
with the same level of play. 

It's a difficult way to win, and a difficult way to proceed in the 
postseason, even if the Hurricanes would be guaranteed 
home ice in the Eastern Conference Final. 

So how do they change that? How do they replicate Game 5 
in Game 6? How do they avoid the pitfalls of the [recent] 
past? 

"You just do," forward Vincent Trocheck said. "There's no 
formula for it. It feels like kind of beating a dead horse. Not 
winning on the road is no different, really. It's the same 
game, same team. It's just a matter of us being prepared 
when we start the game in MSG next game." 

The Hurricanes clearly are tired of the questions, tired of the 
storyline. They don't want to provide answers because, it 
seems, they don't have them. 

The problem is the only thing that will stop the questions -- 
and the concerns -- is winning a game on the road. They get 
another chance Saturday. 

"We're going to give it our best," Brind'Amour said. "We're 
going to try to win. Like we do every night. So nothing really 
changes. We don't want to come back and have another 
game, but we're going to do everything we can to win 
tomorrow night."
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Carolina looks to clinch second round series over New York in game 6 

Carolina Hurricanes (54-20-8, first in the Metropolitan 
Division) vs. New York Rangers (52-24-6, second in the 
Metropolitan Division) 

New York; Saturday, 8 p.m. EDT 

FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK LINE: Rangers -113, Hurricanes -
107; over/under is 5.5 

NHL PLAYOFFS SECOND ROUND: Hurricanes lead series 
3-2 

BOTTOM LINE: The Carolina Hurricanes look to clinch the 
second round of the NHL Playoffs over the New York 
Rangers in game six. The teams meet Thursday for the sixth 
time this season. The Hurricanes won the last meeting 3-1. 

New York is 52-24-6 overall and 14-8-1 against the 
Metropolitan Division. The Rangers are 42-5-2 in games they 
score at least three goals. 

Carolina has a 54-20-8 record overall and a 13-8-1 record in 
Metropolitan Division play. The Hurricanes serve 9.2 penalty 
minutes per game to rank 10th in the league. 

TOP PERFORMERS: 

LAST 10 GAMES: Rangers: 5-4-1, averaging 2.9 goals, 4.9 
assists, 3.5 penalties and 7.5 penalty minutes while giving up 
2.9 goals per game. 

Hurricanes: 5-5-0, averaging 2.3 goals, 3.8 assists, 4.2 
penalties and 9.9 penalty minutes while giving up 2.3 goals 
per game. 

INJURIES: Rangers: Barclay Goodrow: out (lower body), 
Sammy Blais: out for season (lower body). 

Hurricanes: Jordan Martinook: out (lower-body), Frederik 
Andersen: out (lower body), Jake Gardiner: out (hip/back).
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2022 Stanley Cup playoffs: Carolina Hurricanes swear road woes are 'nonissue' in Game 6 
against New York Rangers 

By Greg Wyshynski 

RALEIGH -- As the Carolina Hurricanes try to eliminate the 
New York Rangers on Saturday night in Game 6 at Madison 
Square Garden, they're downplaying the Stanley Cup playoff 
trend that makes a Game 7 back in Raleigh feel practically 
inevitable at this point. 

"It's kind of beating a dead horse about us not winning on the 
road," center Vincent Trocheck said. 

The Hurricanes' Game 5 victory Thursday night improved 
them to 7-0 in Raleigh this postseason. They have a goal 
differential of plus-17 and a goals-against average of 1.14, 
having not given up more than two goals in any game 
against the Boston Bruins or the Rangers in their two playoff 
series. 

The road has been far crueler to Carolina: They've gone 0-5, 
with a minus-13 goal differential and a 4.20 goals-against 
average. 

They're night and day, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. They're the 
Carolina Hurricanes at home and the Hartford Whalers on 
the road. 

The Hurricanes are the first team in NHL history to be 
involved in 12 straight games in which the home team won 
every contest to begin the postseason. The previous mark 
was 11 held by the 1962 Toronto Maple Leafs. 

"They're definitely a better team at home than they have 
been on the road," Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said. "And 
I can say the same thing for us. I don't know why that's going 
on." 

His counterpart, Hurricanes coach Rod Brind'Amour has 
opted to de-emphasize that dichotomy. 

"It's such a nonissue. It's all I hear about," Brind'Amour said 
Friday. "We haven't played poorly on the road. There have 
been a couple of things that went squirrelly. Every game 
takes on its own kind of life." 

Yet there are some undeniable differences between the 
Hurricanes and Rangers at home and on the road in these 
playoffs: 

 The Hurricanes have been able to effectively deploy 
Jordan Staal's checking line against the top lines of 
the Rangers and Bruins at home, shutting them 
down at 5-on-5. On the road, the Rangers' Mika 
Zibanejad doesn't have a 5-on-5 point against 
Carolina while registering four shots on goal and 
five scoring chances in three games. At home, he 
has a goal and an assist with five shots and four 
scoring chances in two games. 

 Carolina's Antti Raanta has a .965 save percentage 
and a 0.97 goals-against average at home in seven 
games, and an .883 save percentage and a 3.59 
goals-against average in four road games. The 
Rangers' Igor Shesterkin has a .949 save 
percentage and a 2.05 goals-against average in six 
home games, and an .881 save percentage and a 
3.82 goals-against average on the road (including 
the team's first-round matchup with Pittsburgh). 

 The Hurricanes' power play is 5-for-26 at home, 
scoring for the first time this series in Game 5. It's 1-
for-21 on the road, failing to convert while the 
Hurricanes' penalty kill gave up a Rangers power-
play goal in both road games. 

What's behind this disparity for the Hurricanes? 

"It's the playoffs," said forward Jordan Martinook, who 
watched the first four games of the series due to an injury 
before returning in Game 5. "Everybody talks about how a 
home crowd can give you a little extra and it's kind of been 
proven here. When you're at home they give you a little bit. 
When you step out here and they get loud it gives you extra 
energy. It definitely helps." 

But other Hurricanes players have adopted their coach's 
mindset that their road losses haven't been egregious. "In 
Game 3, we had a solid enough game and fell short," Staal 
said. "As a group, we didn't play very well in Game 4. We 
were sloppy. We're hoping to sharpen the knife again with a 
better effort." 

The Hurricanes have shown they can control the puck, the 
tempo and the game defensively when they're locked in. 
They just haven't shown they can do that in New York. 

"It's no different," Trocheck said. "Same team, same game. 
It's just a matter of us being prepared." 

Yet in the backs of their minds, the Hurricanes have to know 
they have two shots at ending their series and advancing to 
the Eastern Conference finals against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning. Even if the trend holds and they lose to the 
Rangers in New York, they know the Blueshirts have to steal 
a game in Raleigh to win the series. 

The Rangers squandered a chance in Game 1, allowing a 
Carolina rally for an overtime loss. But the last two games in 
Raleigh were firmly in the Hurricanes' control despite the 
tight margins of victory. 

"We gotta win one game [in Raleigh] to win the series," 
Gallant said. "Hopefully that's Game 7."
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The Wraparound: Can Hurricanes solve road woes in Game 6 vs. Rangers? 

By Adam Gretz  

The Wraparound is your daily look at the 2022 NHL Stanley 
Cup Playoffs. We’ll break down the NHL playoff games today 
with the all-important television information. 

• The Avalanche have punched their ticket to the Western 
Conference Final after beating the Blues thanks to Darren 
Helm‘s late goal. Colorado will now play the Oilers. 

• On Saturday, the Hurricanes look to overcome their road 
woes in Game 6 vs. the Rangers to advance to the Eastern 
Conference Final against the Lightning. 

• Looking ahead to some offseason questions for the Calgary 
Flames.  

It has been a fascinating postseason for the Carolina 
Hurricanes to this point. 

They enter Game 6 on Saturday night (8 p.m. ET) with a 
chance to reach the Eastern Conference Final for the first 
time since the 2008-09 season. They have done that without 
getting a single game from their starting goalie, Frederik 
Andersen, who remains sidelined, and perhaps even more 
improbably, without winning a single game away from home. 

It has been a tale of two different postseasons for Carolina. 

There is the Raleigh postseason, where they are 7-0 with a 
25-8 goals advantage, and the non-Raleigh postseason 
where they are 0-5 while being outscored by an 8-21 margin. 
It is a pretty stunning turn of events for the Hurricanes 
because they were one of the league’s best road teams 
during the regular season. Their .659 points percentage on 
the road was tied for the NHL’s second-best mark (with the 
Calgary Flames), trailing only the .683 mark from the 
Washington Capitals. They also had a plus-19 goal 
differential that was second-best in the league. 

For 41 games they were one of the best road teams in the 
NHL, mainly because they were also one of the best teams 
in the league regardless of where they played. 

So what has happened here in the playoffs? 

In some ways it just some random noise in a small sample 
size. If you look back at the regular season the Hurricanes 
had a four-game road losing streak in March, and a stretch in 
January where they lost four out of six games on the road. 
These things happen over the course of a long season. 
Good teams will lose several games in a row, bad teams will 
win several games in a row. 

In terms of their actual play on the road this postseason 
there is not much difference in terms of how they play. Their 
underlying numbers in terms of shot attempts and scoring 
chances are pretty similar at home and on the road this 
postseason. There is not a huge change in the process. The 
big change has been the fact that Antti Raanta has not 
played as well on the road as he has at home, and the 
Hurricanes have been unable to finish. At some point, as 
long as they maintain the correct process, you have to 
assume the results will start to match up. 

The good news for the Hurricanes is they have had home-ice 
advantage so far and been able to take advantage of it. As 
long as they have that, holding serve will be just fine (they 
have home-ice the entire way through the Eastern 
Conference playoffs now that Florida is eliminated). But at 
some point they are going to lose a home game, and at 
some point they are going to need to win a road game. 

Saturday would be a really good time for that to happen for 
them. 

2022 NHL playoff schedule: Eastern Conference Final 

CAROLINA HURRICANES/NEW YORK RANGERS v. 
TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING 

Game 1 – June 1: Lightning at Hurricanes/Rangers, 8 p.m. 
ET (ESPN, SN, CBC, TVAS) 
Game 2 – June 3: Lightning at Hurricanes/Rangers, 8 p.m. 
ET (ESPN, SN, CBC, TVAS) 
Game 3 – June 5: Hurricanes/Rangers at Lightning, 3 p.m. 
ET (ESPN, SN, CBC, TVAS) 
Game 4 – June 7: Hurricanes/Rangers at Lightning, 8 p.m. 
ET (ESPN, SN, CBC, TVAS) 
*Game 5 – June 9: Lightning at Hurricanes/Rangers, 8 p.m. 
ET (TBD) 
*Game 6 – June 11: Hurricanes/Rangers at Lightning, 8 p.m. 
ET (TBD) 
*Game 7 -June 14: Lightning at Hurricanes/Rangers, 8 p.m. 
ET (TBD) 

* If necessary 

2022 NHL playoff schedule: Western Conference Final 

EDMONTON OILERS v. COLORADO AVALANCHE 
Game 1 – May 31: Oilers at Avalanche, 8 p.m. ET (TNT, SN, 
CBC, TVAS) 
Game 2 – June 2: Oilers at Avalanche, 8 p.m. ET (TNT, SN, 
CBC, TVAS) 
Game 3 – June 4: Avalanche at Oilers, 8 p.m. ET (TNT, SN, 
CBC, TVAS) 
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Game 4 – June 6: Avalanche at Oilers, 8 p.m. ET (TNT, SN, 
CBC, TVAS) 
*Game 5 – June 8: Oilers at Avalanche, TBD 

*Game 6 – June 10: Avalanche at Oilers, TBD 
*Game 7 – June 12: Oilers at Avalanche, TBD 

* If necessary

 

 

 

About Last Night: A Complete Effort 

The Hurricanes put all of the pieces together on Thursday 
night, and they were rewarded with a massive game-five win 
that puts them on the brink of an Eastern Conference Final 
berth. 

By Brett Finger  

After dropping back-to-back games at Madison Square 
Garden, the Carolina Hurricanes had a point to prove in 
Thursday night’s game-five date with the New York Rangers 
on home ice. 

In front of a ravenous PNC Arena crowd, the Hurricanes put 
together what might have been their best complete game of 
the series. In doing so, they took care of business in a must-
win game to take a 3-2 second-round series lead back to 
New York for game six on Saturday. 

Let’s talk about last night. 

Seth Jarvis 

It was an impressive showing on a huge stage from 
Carolina’s youngest skater, rookie Seth Jarvis. 

When he was on the ice at 5-on-5, the Hurricanes produced 
six high-danger shot attempts, the best mark among all of 
Carolina’s forwards, and only saw two high-danger shots go 
the other way. 

Of course, the metrics will not be what’s remembered from 
his effort. Instead, it’ll be his gorgeous royal road pass that 
led to the game-winning goal on the power play. 

And this. 

Jarvis’ defensive play broke up what very nearly was a 
game-tying goal for the Rangers in the second period, taking 
a stick to face from Ryan Strome’s follow-through as a result. 

He returned to the ice mere moments after gushing blood 
from his mouth. 

His valiant return to the game was something that caught the 
eye of his teammates and his head coach. 

“He’s banged up,” said Rod Brind’Amour of Jarvis. “It’s not 
pretty. But I give him a lot of credit. This kid is growing on me 
every day. You watch it. It’s pretty impressive.” 

Jarvis stepping up and playing the way he did in a must-win 
playoff game was huge for the team and himself. 

The Turning Point 

Carolina’s excellent effort and all of the narratives spawned 
from it were seemingly for not when the Rangers scored a 
go-ahead goal in the second period. 

And then, it turned out they didn’t. 

Strome appeared to have scored a massive road goal in a 
series dominated by home teams, but shortly after the 
celebrating subsided for the Rangers, the play went under 
review for offsides. 

The challenge was successful. 

The goal was, at the time, hugely deflating. But it very quickly 
became a turning point for a very different reason and in a 
very different direction. 

“Obviously, if we get behind that’s a different game,” 
Brind’Amour said. “We had just come down and had a great 
shift. I think we hit the post down there. And then they come 
down and you’re like ‘oh man, is it going to be one of these 
nights?’ But thankfully it obviously wasn’t.” 

That sinking feeling of it being one of “those nights” certainly 
started to set in, especially after two brutal nights in New 
York that saw the momentum of the series sway in favor of 
the Rangers. 

“Yeah, it’s huge, Svechnikov remarked. “That would be 2-1 
they would be up. It would be a really different game. But 
they said no and all the guys said ‘let’s go,’ and from that, we 
started playing our game.” 

Shortly after that ordeal, the Hurricanes took the lead and 
locked things down in a dominant fashion in the third period 
before Svechnikov iced the game. 

In these playoffs series, every moment can wind up being a 
defining moment. On Thursday, the disallowed goal was a 
catalyst for an effort that delivered a substantial blow to the 
Rangers. 

A Complete Game 

For what feels like the first time all postseason, and 
especially the first time in this second-round series, the 
Hurricanes put together an effort to be proud of in all three 
areas of their game. 

It started in the first period when a pair of penalties was an 
early cause for concern. Andrei Svechnikov boarded Tyler 
Motte just over 11 minutes into the game. Carolina’s killers 
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took care of things with relative ease, and in the final 
moments of the kill, the power kill went into full effect. 

A turnover from Jacob Trouba in the neutral zone led to a 
swift transition attack from Jordan Staal and Vincent 
Trocheck, and Trocheck’s elevated finish set the tone for 
what would go on to be a dominant showing from the 
Hurricanes. 

For Trocheck, it was a much-needed stroke of offensive 
fortune. His big goal was his first point of the series. 

Carolina rode that wave to 5-on-5 dominance through 40 
minutes. In each of the first two periods, the Hurricanes out-
chanced the Rangers five to two. While that strong effort 
didn’t lead to an even-strength goal until the third period, 
perhaps it did carry over to the power play, where they did 
what was thought to be impossible. 

Score a goal. 

In a 1-1 game, the Hurricanes came up with a hugely-
needed power-play goal. Seth Jarvis found Tervainen with a 
perfect cross-seam pass, and Teravainen roofed a quick 

shot by Igor Shesterkin. The goal gave Carolina a lead that 
they wouldn’t relinquish. 

Then, with the Rangers trying to get the game-tying goal in 
the latter half of the third period, a successful zone clearing 
resulted in the puck finding its way to Svechnikov in the 
natural zone. With a full head of speed, Svech broke a 
drought of his own - a point drought that spanned five games 
before he slid a breakaway try through the legs of Shesterkin 
to pad the lead and deal a final blow to a Rangers team that 
had struggled to penetrate Carolina’s in-zone defense all 
night. 

Thursday night was a remarkably promising win, not only 
because it saw the Canes come within a game of an Eastern 
Conference Final berth but also because of how they did it. It 
was a display of dominance at 5-on-5, the power play, and 
the penalty kill they hadn’t had in the second round. 

One big question still remains, though. 

Can they do it at MSG?

 

Carolina Hurricanes at New York Rangers: Game 6 Preview 

The Canes have a chance to advance to the Eastern 
Conference Finals Saturday night, though it’ll mean having to 
win on the road.  

By Alec_Sawyer 

Carolina Hurricanes (3-2) vs. New York Rangers (2-3) 

Stanley Cup Playoffs Round 2, Game 6 (Canes lead 3-2) 
Saturday, May 28, 2022 - 8:00 p.m. ET 
Madison Square Garden — New York, NY 

Watch: ESPN 
Listen: 99.9 The Fan 
SBN Opposition: Blueshirt Banter 

Follow Canes Country on Social Media 

Twitter @CanesCountry 
Facebook Canes Country 
Instagram @canescountrypix 

For the second straight series, the Carolina Hurricanes are 
headed on the road with a 3-2 series lead after a 
commanding game five win hoping to pick up a victory away 
from home to advance.  

This time the trip is to Madison Square Garden with a trip to 
the Eastern Conference Finals within reach for the Canes, 
though getting it done Saturday night will mean winning a 
game on the road for the first time this postseason.  

It’s been a kind of wild journey so far for Carolina. In PNC 
Arena, the Hurricanes are now 7-0 this postseason and have 
dominated most of those seven games. Away from PNC 
Arena, the Canes are 0-5.  

While Carolina has looked mostly like a different team on the 
road, the Canes still aren’t overthinking it. Nor should they.  

When asked how they take their game five performance on 
the road Thursday night, Vincent Trocheck had a pretty 
straightforward response.  

“You just do it,” Trocheck said. “It’s kind of like beating a 
dead horse. We’re not winning on the road, but it’s no 
different really. Just be prepared.” 

Game Notes 

 The Carolina Hurricanes’ current five-game road 
playoff losing streak is the longest in franchise 
history.  

 With productive games for a few guys who hadn’t 
been finding the scoresheet Thursday night in game 
five, nobody carries a point streak into this one. The 
Canes will hope the likes of Andrei Svechnikov and 
Trocheck get one going after scoring Thursday.  

 Sebastian Aho is now the Canes’ all-time leader in 
playoff points and assists, and he’s still knocking on 
the door of Eric Staal’s goals record. Aho is two 
goals shy of passing Staal for most in playoff 
history. 

 Rod Brind’Amour is 24-22 in the playoffs as the 
Canes’ head coach. He is one win away from tying 
Paul Maurice’s franchise record for playoff wins. 

 The Canes finally scored a power play goal in game 
five. They are now 1 for 11 this series and 6 for 47 
in the postseason with the man advantage.
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Wolves walk into Western Conference Finals 

Josh Leivo's second career hat trick clinches Central Division 
Finals at Milwaukee  

Veteran forward Josh Leivo produced his second 
professional hat trick as the Chicago Wolves wrapped up the 
Central Division Finals with a 5-1 triumph in Game 4 Friday 
night at Panther Arena. 

Defensemen Max Lajoie and Josh Jacobs also scored for the 
Wolves (6-1) as they shrugged off Wednesday’s Game 3 
loss by jumping to a 4-0 lead early in the second period. 

Goaltender Alex Lyon (6-1) rejected 17 shots and Stefan 
Noesen handed out two assists to clinch Chicago’s second 
consecutive appearance in the Calder Cup Playoffs’ Western 
Conference Finals. 

The Wolves own home-ice advantage in the best-of-7 
Western Conference Finals and will host Game 1 on Friday, 
June 3, and Game 2 on Monday, June 6. Chicago will face 
either the Stockton Heat, who own a 2-1 lead in the Pacific 
Division Finals, or the Colorado Eagles. 

“It doesn’t surprise me with this group,” said Wolves head 
coach Ryan Warsofsky. “We’ve responded all year long to 
losses, backs-against-the-wall situations, adversity, and 
these guys have responded. They’re a good group of guys 
that play for each other. And when you do that, special things 
can happen.” 

The Wolves jumped on top 3:56 into the game as they 
indirectly benefited from taking an early penalty. 

Just as Lajoie finished serving his two minutes for high-
sticking, the Wolves’ Cavan Fitzgerald and Vasili Ponomarev 
started a counterattack up the left wing. Lajoie jumped out of 
the box and zipped down the right wing to set up a 2-on-1 
situation. Ponomarev fed Lajoie and he slid a shot between 
goaltender Devin Cooley’s skates for a 1-0 lead. 

The Wolves pushed the lead to 2-0 on Leivo’s first power-
play goal at 11:02 of the first. Noesen battled on his knees 
along the right half-wall to steer the puck back to Joey Keane 
at the right point. Keane zipped it to the left point for Leivo, 
who used a shoulder fake to get past a Milwaukee 

defenseman and then parked a shot in the top right corner 
for his fourth postseason goal. 

Chicago made it 3-0 before the end of the first period on 
Jacobs’ one-timer from the right point. Ponomarev forced a 
turnover in Milwaukee’s defensive zone and Stelio Mattheos 
fired a shot that Cooley rejected. An Admirals defenseman 
cleared the puck by firing it toward the right corner, but it 
banked right toward Jacobs and he whistled a riser past 
Cooley at 17:18. 

The Wolves maintained the momentum through the first 
intermission and jumped ahead 4-0 on Leivo’s power-play 
goal 1:01 into the second. The veteran forward collected a 
rebound above the right circle, dragged his way into an open 
shooting lane and snapped the puck home. 

“We had a lot of shots last game and their goalie (Cooley) 
was just on his head,” Leivo said. “I think tonight, we 
capitalized on a couple early and that got us motivated and 
moving. We knew we weren’t going to let this one get away 
and (have to) go back home (for Game 5).” 

Milwaukee (4-5) answered with Cole Schneider’s power-play 
goal at 2:27 of the second to cut the margin to 4-1, but the 
hosts could never get closer than three goals the rest of the 
way as the Wolves continued to suppress shots. The 
Admirals managed just 12 shots on goal through the first 45 
minutes. 

The Admirals removed Cooley with 4:19 remaining to add an 
extra attacker, but it led to Leivo wrapping up his first hat 
trick since March 8, 2014, when he played for the Toronto 
Marlies against the Lake Erie Monsters. Spencer Smallman 
dished unselfishly to Leivo with 2:07 left and he flicked the 
puck into the empty net to make it 5-1. 

Cooley (3-2) finished with 26 saves for the Admirals. 

When the Wolves host Game 1 of the Western Conference 
Finals at 7 p.m. Friday, it will be $3 Beer Night at Allstate 
Arena. To find the best deals on postseason tickets, visit 
ChicagoWolves.com/Playoffs or contact a team 
representative via email at WolvesTix@ChicagoWolves.com.
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TODAY’S LINKS 
https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/nhl/carolina-hurricanes/article261854510.html 

https://www.newsobserver.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/luke-decock/article261848350.html 
https://theathletic.com/3337684/2022/05/28/rangers-hurricanes-bets-odds-picks/ 

https://nsjonline.com/article/2022/05/the-legend-of-hurricanes-rookie-seth-jarvis-continues-to-grow/ 
https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/mailbag-29-back-to-the-big-city/c-334354212 

https://www.nhl.com/hurricanes/news/preview-game-six-round-two-at-nyr/c-334361548 
https://www.nhl.com/news/carolina-not-worried-about-road-woes-heading-into-game-6-against-new-york/c-334356478 

https://apnews.com/article/nhl-sports-hockey-new-york-carolina-hurricanes-80f27b76254a4fbf884e5dc4a16524fa 
https://www.espn.com/nhl/story/_/id/33995193/2022-stanley-cup-playoffs-carolina-hurricanes-swear-road-woes-nonissue-game-6-new-york-rangers 

https://nhl.nbcsports.com/2022/05/28/the-wraparound-can-hurricanes-overcome-road-woes-in-game-6/ 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/27/23144026/about-last-night-a-complete-effort-carolina-hurricanes-new-york-rangers-game-five-svechnikov-

nhl 
https://www.canescountry.com/2022/5/28/23145562/carolina-hurricanes-at-new-york-rangers-game-6-preview 

https://www.chicagowolves.com/2022/05/27/leivo-wolves-roll-into-western-conference-finals/ 
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Can Hurricanes’ Andrei Svechnikov use Game 5 goal to break away to 
bigger things? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

Can more than 18,000 people collectively hold their breath, then exhale 
in a cheer loud enough to shake a building? 

Andrei Svechnikov made that happen Thursday, in a matter of seconds. 

The Carolina Hurricanes and New York Rangers were locked in a tight 
Stanley Cup playoff game at PNC Arena, the Canes leading 2-1 in the 
third period of Game 5 and the series tied 2-2. Everyone seemed to 
sense the next goal, if there was one, would be a game-maker or game-
breaker. 

Svechnikov sensed it and did something about it.. Tipping the puck away 
from Rangers defenseman Adam Fox near the red line at center ice, the 
Canes forward suddenly was in motion, on a breakaway, bearing down 
on the Rangers goalie. 

That would be Igor Shesterkin. Before Game 5, there had been talk of 
Shesterkin “getting in the heads” of the Canes with some near-brilliant 
play, thwarting them at every turn during the series. 

That included Svechnikov, who was without a point in the series before 
Thursday and aware that he needed to be better, that the Canes were 
counting on him to be better. 

“Of course I expect a little bit more,” Svechnikov said before Game 4 in 
New York. “I just try to go and work hard every time. I know it’s going to 
come. I know those important goals are going to come, as well.” 

So there was No. 37, going down the ice, the two young Russian players 
suddenly one on one. 

It was one of those moments of truth that pop up in hockey games. 
Svechnikov settled the puck and went backhand, sliding it through 
Shesterkin’s pads — the “5 hole” — as he swept past. 

It was 3-1, Canes, with about seven minutes left in regulation, 
Svechnikov had his fourth goal of the playoffs and PNC Arena has rarely 
been louder. 

“That was a huge goal, at the right time,” Canes coach Rod Brind’Amour 
said. “I don’t know that he was playing lights-out to that point, but that 
type of player has that ability to out of nowhere make something 
happen.” 

Granted, it was loud when Vincent Trocheck scored shorthanded 
Thursday for the Canes’ first goal, even louder when Teuvo Teravainen 
beat Shesterkin for the Canes’ first power-play goal of the series. But No. 
37 with the puck on his stick in full flight creates anticipation unlike any 
other Canes player, it seems. 

Trocheck is an aggressive, aggravating kind of player, combative and 
gritty. Teravainen is the quiet Finn with undeniable skills, a smooth 
playmaker with a wickedly good shot when he uses it. 

Svechnikov is all about strength, skill and power. And while he became a 
30-goal scorer this season for the first time in his career, it’s almost as if 
at age 22 he’s still scratching the surface of what he can be. 

“He plays a hard game and it’s a hard game to play,” Brind’Amour said 
Friday. “Last night he gets one, but he’s been playing well. He has that 
ability to score at any time. That’s what make him special.” 

Svechnikov’s breakaway score could be a springboard for him in the 
playoffs. If the Canes are to continue to advance, No. 37 will be counted 
on for more, and he has been a streaky kind of player when it comes to 
scoring goals. 
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“Svechy is going to get his goals,” Trocheck said. “He plays hard every 
night.” 

Game 6 against the Rangers is Saturday in New York and the Canes are 
still without a road win in the playoffs. Svechnikov could help change 
that. 

“Obviously we need him to score if we’re going to win games, and this 
time of year especially,” Brind’Amour said. 
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Hurricanes’ Teuvo Teravainen, who snapped team’s power-play skid, 
keeps ticking along 

 

BY LUKE DECOCK 

 

RALEIGH 

Only 10 days ago, the wispy fuzz on Teuvo Teravainen’s upper lip was 
so unimpressive, even he was embarrassed. Asked after an off-day 
practice between the first and second rounds if that was a playoff 
mustache, the Carolina Hurricanes forward could only admit defeat. 

“It is something like that, yes,” Teravainen said, without emotion. “I don’t 
want to talk about it.” 

How things have changed. He may not be Lanny McDonald, but there’s 
definite growth and progress in the mustache department, with no need 
to remain facially self-effacing, even if that’s Teravainen’s laconic style 
anyway. 

“Is that a playoff mustache?” 

“It is something like that … I don’t really want to talk about it.” 
pic.twitter.com/PKGx1sWBfG 

— Luke DeCock (@LukeDeCock) May 16, 2022 

It’s merely coincidence that as he becomes more hirsute he’s also been 
the Hurricanes’ most consistent offensive player in the second round, 
with assists in the first two games, the Hurricanes’ lone goal in Game 4 
and their first power-play goal in five games in Thursday’s 3-1 win over 
the New York Rangers. 

He should have at least one more — his failure to elevate the puck over 
Igor Shesterkin’s right pad was one of the great missed opportunities in 
Tuesday’s loss — but there’s also something to be said for having 11 
points in 12 games on a team that’s seen many of its best players be 
erratic if not absent, at least until Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent 
Trocheck broke through Thursday. 

Teravainen’s power-play goal came off a feed from Seth Jarvis, finding 
Teravainen alone to Shesterkin’s right with time and space to pick a 
corner, the go-ahead goal and game-winner, as it turned out. 

“It was just a great play by Jarvy to find that seam to me,” Teravainen 
said. “I just tried to catch it and shoot it right away and get it up a little bit. 
So it was a good play by Jarvy.” 

It was, yes, a nice cross-ice pass by Jarvis, but that sells Teravainen’s 
finish a little short. In a series where the Hurricanes have had so much 
trouble finishing even easier chances against Shesterkin — Sebastian 
Aho hit both the crossbar and the post Thursday, the latter in as much 
open ice as he may ever see in a playoff game in his career — the finish 
was as clinical as it was timely. 

And in this case, it was really a matter of Jarvis repaying the kind of favor 
Teravainen regularly hands out to his teammates: Those pinpoint passes 
even they don’t expect. 

“It’s kind of tough (to explain) unless you’re out there with him, but he 
makes plays,” Jarvis said. “He’s not the fastest guy but he plays the 
game so fast it definitely makes up for it. It’s really cool to watch, and to 
play with, it’s even better. 

Someone would eventually have to break an 0-for-21 power-play skid. 
Might as well be Teravainen, who is as reliably productive as any of his 
teammates without, necessarily, their star power. While everyone was 
worried about Aho and Svechnikov and Trocheck and Martin Necas — 
who continues to struggle — Teravainen kept plugging away. While a 
couple bad turnovers brought some criticism upon him, he has hardly 
been the main issue with the Carolina offense. 

Whether in his happy place playing with Aho or on another line — usually 
a better option for the Hurricanes, despite their chemistry, because they 
both can make the players around them better — Teravainen has been 
as continually effective in these playoffs as anyone on the roster save 
perhaps Jarvis. With a point in all seven of the Hurricanes’ home wins, 
he’s more than halfway to Cory Stillman’s 13-game home point streak 
during the run to the Stanley Cup in 2006. 

“You know the talent’s there, a sneaky skill player,” Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour said. “You see that on his goal. That’s a great catch 
and shoot that not a lot of guys can do, at that pace and put it in the right 
spot. Nothing bothers him.” 

Almost nothing, anyway, other than his playoff mustache. And even that, 
less than before. 
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Hurricanes-Rangers Game 6 looms. Can Carolina finally win a playoff 
game on the road? 

 

BY CHIP ALEXANDER 

 

The Carolina Hurricanes were so satisfied by their playoff victory 
Thursday that they’d love to just bottle it up and take it with them to New 
York. 

For the Canes, there was little not to like about their 3-1 win over the 
Rangers in Game 5 that propelled them into a 3-2 lead in the best-of-
seven series. 

“That’s the kind of game I’ve been waiting for,” Canes coach Rod 
Brind’Amour said. “We’ve been playing OK but tonight it was good all the 
way around, more obviously the way we want to play. When we draw it 
up, it’s kind of the way we want it to be.” 

The Canes controlled the game’s five-on-five play. They scored on the 
power play and on the penalty kill, finding ways to beat Rangers goalie 
Igor Shesterkin. They harassed the Rangers defensively, knocking the 
puck off sticks time after time, forcing turnovers, menacing them in the 
neutral zone and limiting shots once in the Carolina zone to help their 
goalie, Antti Raanta. 

“That’s just the type of game we play,” Canes forward Vincent Trocheck 
said. “We play that hard-nosed game, play smart and above them. When 
we play that game I like our chances.” 

But the question remains: can the Canes do it on the road? Play a hard-
nosed game, be smart and win? 

The Canes have had five tries, first against the Boston Bruins and now 
the Rangers. They’ve lost all five road games. The players and coaches 
have tired of answering questions about why they’re 7-0 at home, but 0-5 
on the road, but the only way to end all that would be to win — once. 
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“You just do it,” Trocheck said. “There’s no formula for it. It kind of feels 
like we’ve beat that horse, not winning on the road. It’s no different, 
really. It’s the same game, the same team.” 

Do it Saturday in Game 6 at Madison Square Garden and the second-
round series is over and it will be time for the handshake line. Lose, 
again, at the Garden and it will be back to PNC Arena for another tense 
Game 7. 

And all the while, with the rested Tampa Bay Lightning waiting. 

The Canes do know they can count on the power play producing. Teuvo 
Teravainen’s snipe in the second period was Carolina’s first power-play 
score in the series. 

“We’ve been in that funk for a long time,” Brind’Amour said. 

The Canes did allow a power-play goal to New York’s Mika Zibanejad but 
countered that with Trocheck’s shorthanded score off a perfectly placed 
pass — “Incredible,” Trocheck said — from Jordan Staal. 

The Canes had 27 even-strength shots to the Rangers’ 16 in the game. 
New York had five shots, total, in each of the first two periods and seven 
in the third. The Rangers’ 17 shots tied their season low. 

“I didn’t think we played our game at all,” Rangers coach Gerard Gallant 
said. “To me, it was our worst game in the five games in the series. They 
pretty well dominated the game.” 

The Canes’ third goal was a dagger for the Rangers. Andrei Svechnikov, 
the power forward from whom so much is expected, sped down the ice 
on a third-period breakaway and finished. No missing the net. No hitting 
the post. Svechnikov scored. 

Carolina Hurricanesí Jordan Martinook (48) works against New York 
Rangers goalie Igor Shesterkin (31) during the second period on 
Thursday, May 26, 2022 during game five of the Stanley Cup second 
round at PNC Arena in Raleigh, N.C. Robert Willett 
rwillett@newsobserver.com 

So it all went the Canes way this game, including a successful coach’s 
challenge that kept the Rangers’ Ryan Strome from scoring. It also 
helped that the PNC Arena crowd stayed loud throughout the game, 
giving the home team constant decibel reinforcement. 

That won’t be the case Saturday. The crowd at MSG will be insistent on 
the Rangers winning Game 6 and making it a seven-game series, but the 
Canes believe it can be different if they repeat the good aspects of Game 
5. 

“We played our game and we were everywhere,” Svechnikov said. “I 
think we’ve got to just move that game to the next game and I think we’ll 
have success from that. Just go and play our game.” 
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NHL playoffs results daily: Oilers eliminate Flames; Hurricanes take 3-2 
lead 

 

Max Bultman, Harman Dayal  

 

Game 5: Hurricanes 3, Rangers 1 | Carolina leads 3-2 

Who was The Guy? One of the biggest stories heading into Game 5 was 
how quiet Carolina’s second line had been in this series. New York has 
the bigger stars at every position, but the Hurricanes’ advantage was 
supposed to be how much deeper they are. That edge finally came 
through Thursday night as Vincent Trocheck potted his first goal (and 
point) of the series. Trocheck was buzzing early and nearly scored on a 

wraparound if not for a diving block by Alexis Lafrenière. He was skating 
well, looked dynamic and finally broke through short-handed. Trocheck 
stripped the Rangers on the entry and finished the short-handed 
counterattack after a gorgeous saucer pass by Jordan Staal. 

What was the key? Carolina’s smothering defensive play as a five-man 
unit. It’s often said that defense begins with checking well in the offensive 
zone, and the Canes were a textbook example of that. New York 
mustered just 17 shots on goal. Forget trying to find time and space in 
the slot in the offensive zone; the Rangers had no space to navigate out 
of their own end. They couldn’t solve Carolina’s forecheck, which was 
bolstered by how well the defensemen were pinching, and the result was 
that most of the game was spent in New York’s end. 

Key stat: Staal’s line played 10:09 head-to-head against Mika Zibanejad 
at five-on-five. In that time, Zibanejad’s line mustered just a single shot 
on goal. Rod Brind’Amour took full advantage of having the last change 
on home ice. The matchups advantage is a big reason the Canes have 
been so dominant at PNC Arena, now 7-0 at home in the postseason. 

Moment of the game: When Carolina finally scored on the power play. 
Controlling the even-strength battle is vital, yes, but you’re not going to 
last long if your man advantage can’t convert. The Hurricanes had yet to 
score on the power play heading into Game 5, but Teuvo Teravainen 
made sure to snap that streak. Seth Jarvis, who had a tremendous all-
around game, made a great pass, and Teravainen made no mistake for 
what finished as the game winner. 

The passing   

The Finnish   pic.twitter.com/iEtU8ta4oR 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 27, 2022 

Moment it was over: We spoke earlier about how Trocheck finally got 
rolling in the series, and the same can be said for Andrei Svechnikov. 
Svechnikov’s sweet breakaway move to double Carolina’s lead with less 
than 10 minutes left in the third was the dagger. New York had a chance 
when it was within one, but when the deficit turned to two, you knew 
there was no chance the Rangers were getting back in without a miracle 
considering how lackluster their offense was looking. 

Nothing but class from Svech pic.twitter.com/8uLEQhEMG2 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 27, 2022 

Hurricanes worry meter:    … Trocheck, Svechnikov and the power 
play all started producing, which is a massive sigh of relief. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Game 5 was an ugly one for them, 
but they’ll at least have a chance to dictate matchups and free Zibanejad 
from Staal now that they’ll return home to MSG. 

Hurricanes’ Teuvo Teravainen delivers a Game 5 win in his usual style 
by Sara Civian 

Rangers ‘looked tired,’ have backs against the wall again after Game 5 
loss by Arthur Staple 

— Harman Dayal 

Game 5: Oilers 5, Flames 4 (OT) | Oilers win 4-1 

Who was The Guy? Zach Hyman was outstanding again for the Oilers, 
but Thursday the answer had to be Leon Draisaitl. Playing on what’s 
believed to be an injured ankle, Draisaitl assisted on four of Edmonton’s 
five goals, including Connor McDavid’s overtime winner. And that’s been 
the story of the series for Draisaitl — he had three or more points in 
every game against the Flames, and again, he’s done it all with an injury. 
It’s been a warrior’s effort. 

What was the key? There’s one rather significant moment that could very 
well be the answer here, but we’ll get to that in a moment. On a more 
macro level, it’s about the Oilers’ response, multiple times, when trailing 
— and, on the flip side, the inability of the Flames to slam the door. 
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Calgary led this game 2-0 and 4-3 at various points. But just as the Oilers 
have done throughout this series (they trailed by two or more goals in 
three of the five games), they battled right back, undeterred, and came 
out with a win on the road to advance. 

The easy story to write is about Edmonton’s superstars coming of age 
and the team’s veteran additions (such as Hyman) showing why they 
were brought in. And there’d be truth to it. But the other side of it is an 
ugly story for the Flames, who came into the postseason as a legitimate 
threat in the West because of their defense and instead are done after a 
stunningly mediocre series from their Vezina-finalist netminder, Jacob 
Markstrom. 

Key stat: .882. That would be the highest single-game save percentage 
Markstrom posted in this series, in Game 3, after posting a .943 average 
in Round 1. Calgary’s defense could not slow the Oilers’ big guns from 
getting chances either, so this is certainly not to place the blame solely 
on the Calgary crease. There were plenty of problems. But the Flames 
needed more from Markstrom in this series, and they didn’t get it. 

Moment it was over: This one speaks for itself: 

Connor McDavid with the winner in overtime to send the Oilers to the 
Western Conference Final pic.twitter.com/yGU5NAT5JJ 

— Shayna (@hayyyshayyy) May 27, 2022 

Moment of the game: OK, here’s what you came here to read about. With 
5:57 left in the third period, Blake Coleman — who was outstanding in 
this game for the Flames — appeared to give Calgary a late 5-4 lead on 
a hard crash to the net. It would have been a fitting way for Calgary to 
grind out a hard-fought win to stay alive. But when the referees went to 
the tablets, things started to get dicey. At issue was whether Coleman 
had kicked the puck into the net, which turned out to be a much more 
complicated question than it might sound. 

This is the angle for the Coleman goal reversal that is most convincing, in 
my view. But was it a distinct kicking motion? That will be debated for a 
long time, depending on how overtime goes. pic.twitter.com/kpHIhKYvjR 

— Frank Seravalli (@frank_seravalli) May 27, 2022 

Coleman’s skate unquestionably made contact with the puck. He also 
appeared to be reaching for that contact. But the question was whether 
he made a distinct kicking motion to do so, and with no windup — on a 
puck that looked destined to go in regardless of whether he had touched 
it — reaction to the play was sharply split. The referees took the goal off 
the board, which was probably the right call but nonetheless a hard one 
to stomach given the circumstances in the game and marginality of the 
“kick.” When Edmonton went on to win in overtime, ending one of the 
best series of the playoffs so far in just five games, it cemented that this 
reversal will be discussed for years to come. 

Flames worry meter:   

Oilers worry meter:   

Connor McDavid scored the most important goal of his career with his 
Battle of Alberta OT winner by Daniel Nugent-Bowman 

After Flames’ season ends in ‘disappointment,’ what comes next in 
Calgary? by Hailey Salvian 

— Max Bultman 

Three stars 

On tap for Friday 

• Avalanche at Blues, 8 p.m. ET (Avalanche lead 3-2) 
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Hurricanes’ Teuvo Teravainen delivering in the playoffs in his usual 
‘sneaky’ style 

 

Sara Civian  

 

There are too many golden deadpan Teuvo Teravainen interviews to pick 
a favorite. A few from this month alone still inspire a giggle. 

Teuvo Teravainen: "We can improve on some things" 

Reporter: "what things?" 

Teravainen: "Some things." 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) May 3, 2022 

Me: would you rather have these few days or start round two right now? 

Teuvo Teravainen: "I don't care" 

— Sara Civ (@SaraCivian) May 16, 2022 

But for some reason, one interaction I had with the succinct Finn after the 
Canes’ 2019 Eastern Conference final run always stands out. 

Hurricanes coach Rod Brind’Amour had mentioned he thought 
Teravainen’s “compete level” improved during the season and into the 
playoffs. I approached Teravainen at his stall (ah, the good ol’ days) and 
started to ask him a question based on Brind’Amour’s comment. 

Teravainen interrupted. 

“Wait, he said something nice about me?” he asked. “That’s good.” 

Then I asked whether the rumors were true — did his compete level 
change? 

“I knew if it wasn’t good, I would have to have a little meeting with him,” 
he said. “We didn’t really have that meeting.” 

Knowing what I know now about Brind’Amour and Teravainen, I wonder if 
it was ever really about the “compete level.” Brind’Amour often speaks 
vaguely about how understanding and relating to his players is more 
important than the X’s and O’s of coaching. 

Maybe Teravainen is a rare case study into how that actually works. 
Because when it comes to the 27-year-old winger, who won a Stanley 
Cup with the Blackhawks in 2015, you get what you get. 

He’s always going to hate practice, he’s always going to look for a pass 
over a shot, and he’s always going to be less than thrilled about speaking 
with the media. He could pretend to be enthusiastic about these things, 
but you’d know he was faking it. 

He’s also proved throughout his career that he’s always going to play the 
same game — the kind where he could have a three-point night and you 
don’t really realize until after the game that he’s the reason for the win. 
He’s also proved more willing to shoot because of the encouragement of 
Brind’Amour and his teammates, and it’s been a great success. 

Teravainen’s gorgeous, Game 5-winning power-play goal ended the 
Hurricanes’ drought on the man advantage at 21 minutes, 18 seconds 
and 0-for-12 — since Round 1, Game 6. And don’t look now, but 
Teravainen is leading Carolina with 11 playoff points, including four 
goals. 

“We know the talent is there,” Brind’Amour said of Teravainen’s impact 
after Thursday’s 3-1 win. “He’s a sneaky skill player that you see on that 
goal. That’s a catch-and-shoot that not many guys can do at that pace 
and to put it in the right spot. Nothing bothers him. He’s cool. Does that 
help at this time of year? I think it helps because his game doesn’t 
change.” 
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Teravainen’s generally unchanged game, save for an extra shot or two, 
has kept the Canes afloat as some of the other heavy hitters have 
struggled to find their way on the road this postseason. But if Game 5 
was any indication, Andrei Svechnikov and Vincent Trocheck might be 
catching up just in time. 

The Hurricanes take a 3-2 series lead to Madison Square Garden on 
Saturday as they look for their first road win. 

Some more assorted observations and thoughts from Game 5: 

• Seth Jarvis returned to the bench a few shifts after a tough-to-watch 
sequence in the second period when he was lying on the ice, bleeding 
from his mouth. 

Man, moments after Jarvis picks up a stellar helper, he's headed down 
the tunnel. 

Incredible defensive effort, but unfortunately he winds up with a stick right 
in the mouth for it.   pic.twitter.com/vzOe5ma5bv 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 27, 2022 

I know it’s a rule that the other team can keep playing until the team of 
the injured player gets possession, but it’s tough to watch and feels 
inhumane. The full rule reads: “When a player is injured so that he 
cannot continue play or go to his bench, the play shall not be stopped 
until the injured player’s team has secured control of the puck. If the 
player’s team is in control of the puck at the time of injury, play shall be 
stopped immediately unless his team is in a scoring position. In the case 
where it is obvious that a player has sustained a serious injury, the 
Referee and/or Linesman may stop the play immediately.” 

In any event, the 20-year-old “kid” is breaking out this postseason. Jarvis’ 
assist on the Teravainen game-winner was stellar. He’s provided a 
much-needed jump throughout the series, and he has seven points in 12 
games. This is all despite a “banged-up” lower body … and now some 
banged-up teeth. 

“He’s banged up. It’s not pretty,” Brind’Amour said. “But I give him a lot of 
credit. This kid is growing on me every day. You watch it. It’s pretty 
impressive.” 

• I have many thoughts on the short-handed Trocheck goal. First, good 
for him for getting on the scoresheet for the first time this series. Second, 
it was the fruit of the evening’s persistent neutral-zone labor. Third, these 
net-front tucks are exactly what the Canes need more of if they are to 
defeat Igor Shesterkin. 

Fourth and foremost, I can’t watch this video of Jordan Staal’s short-
handed pass to Trocheck enough times. Talk about a satisfying image. 

Look at the perfectly floated sauce!   

For as much of an emphasis there is on special teams tonight, that's an 
incredibly welcomed way to start the scoring. pic.twitter.com/r8kZQtl7Uy 

— Walt Ruff (@WaltRuff) May 26, 2022 

“(Staal) did a really good job,” Trocheck said. “He was at point and kind 
of wedged (Jacob) Trouba one way, and Trouba was trying to go the 
other, and it caused him to fumble the puck. It landed right on my stick. 
They skated by me, and I had a little bit of time. The pass that Jordan 
made was incredible.” 

• Did Trouba dive on Ian Cole’s penalty late in the first period? Probably. 
Is that a cross-check normally called in the playoffs? I’m not sure. Are we 
all hanging out on a rock hurtling around the sun? Absolutely, yes. Point 
is, it has seemed like the Hurricanes have at times let bad bounces and 
questionable calls decide things for them during this series. But when the 
Rangers capitalized on that power play to make it 1-1, you didn’t feel like 
the game was over. Maybe that’s because Trocheck had just scored 
short-handed, but the vibes don’t lie. 

• I was starting to like the Canes’ odds on the penalty kill more than the 
power play until Teravainen finally broke through. The Canes have 

scored once on their own power play and twice on the Rangers’ power 
play this series. 

• Nice catch from video coach Chris Huffine and PR extraordinaire Mike 
Brown on the offside call with Ryan Strome’s disallowed goal. “Yeah, it’s 
huge,” Svechnikov agreed. “That would be 2-1; they would be up. It 
would be a really different game. But they said no and all the guys said, 
‘Let’s go,’ and from that we started playing our game.” 

I include that Svechnikov quote because it is very charming, but I agree 
more with Trocheck’s take on the ordeal. “Usually, I think those types of 
goals are what change games and change momentum,” he said. “But we 
were prepared tonight, and the mentality on the bench didn’t change from 
the start of the game to the end. Even when they scored that goal, I think 
we were pretty confident. We had confidence and played hard the whole 
game.” 

• If we’re bashing the Hurricanes’ road play, we also need to give credit 
to their home play. They had their most dominant performance of the 
series Thursday, led by a persistent checking presence on all four lines 
and a defensive clinic. It felt like them. The forecheck was dialed in the 
whole game, including, most importantly, through the middle of the third 
during the Rangers’ potential comeback. They collected a lot of neutral-
zone garbage, and it paid off all game. The Canes held the Rangers to 
17 shots, the fewest they’ve allowed in a game this postseason. There 
are a few stats one can rattle off about this, but the game chart sums it 
up. 
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The Rangers Are Desperate for a Win in Game 6 Against the Hurricanes 

 

David Waldstein  

 

Seth Jarvis, the Carolina Hurricanes’ rookie center, bore the swollen 
aspect of a playoff hockey player on Friday. 

With the game in the balance Thursday night and the Rangers forward 
Ryan Strome in a terrific position to score, Jarvis dove to block the puck, 
putting his face in front of Strome’s stick. He hoped it would hit his visor 
or his helmet. Instead, it struck Jarvis squarely in the mouth, and he was 
unable to sleep most of the night because of the pain. He was heartened, 
though, knowing the Hurricanes had beaten the Rangers, 3-1, even if his 
mouth throbbed. 

“It feels like someone is constantly pushing my teeth into my mouth,” 
Jarvis told reporters before the Hurricanes flew from Raleigh, N.C., to 
New York for Saturday’s Game 6. He added, “It was a play I had to 
make.” 

Jarvis said the injury would “of course” not prevent him from playing on 
Saturday night. He also said he did not regret the play, which might result 
in dental surgery after the season. For now, there was no time for X-rays. 

“I’m still having a great time,” he said. “I just can’t smile as well as I used 
to.” 

But the smiles for Carolina seem to come only at home lately. The 
Hurricanes improved to 7-0 at home in the playoffs behind dogged, self-
sacrificing plays like the one Jarvis made on Thursday. But they are 0-5 
on the road and became the first team to see its first 12 playoff games 
won by the home team. 

A player throwing his face in front of an oncoming stick is 
understandable. It’s the Stanley Cup playoffs, and hockey players have 
been doing that kind of thing for a century. 
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But trying to figure out why the Hurricanes have won only at home and 
lost all of their games on the road is much more of a mystery, even to 
Gerard Gallant, the Rangers’ coach. 

“I don’t understand why that’s going on,” Gallant said at the Rangers 
practice facility on Friday, after the team arrived from Raleigh. 

For Rod Brind’Amour, the Carolina coach, the situation boils down to a 
series of 12 coincidences, particularly regarding the five losses. 

“That’s a nonissue,” Brind’Amour told reporters on Friday. “I know, that’s 
all I hear about. We haven’t played poorly on the road. Our games have 
been fine. There have been a couple of things that have gone squirrelly, 
penalties, and then 5-on-3s and then, all of a sudden, those games get 
tossed away. If that would have happened at home, it would be the same 
thing.” 

The Rangers, now one loss from elimination, face what Gallant called a 
“desperate game.” They hope home-ice advantage continues for at least 
one more game and then ceases. They trailed the Hurricanes by two 
games to none but won both of their home games to even the series. If 
they win Saturday and force a Game 7, it would be Monday — in 
Raleigh. 

Gallant did not like the way his team played on Thursday. He told 
reporters that his players looked tired. It was reminiscent of what he said 
after the Rangers fell to the Penguins in Pittsburgh in Game 4 of their 
first-round series, when he said the Rangers played “soft.” 

At the time, the Rangers trailed the Penguins three games to one and 
faced elimination then, as well. But they responded by winning the next 
three games and advanced to the second round. On Friday, Gallant 
downplayed his criticism of the team, both on Thursday night and in 
Pittsburgh earlier in the month. He said the remarks in Pittsburgh had 
nothing to do with why the team responded so well. 

But something turned their season around, and calling hockey players 
soft is a staggering verbal blow. Perhaps calling them tired will have the 
same effect. 

In Gallant’s view, it was the players’ inherent understanding of the dire 
situation they faced in all three of the games against the Penguins that 
led to their transformation. He said they understand it now, also. And 
they know that playing in front of a rollicking crowd at Madison Square 
Garden seems to bolster their play. 

“Really confident,” Alexis Lafrenière, the Rangers second-year forward, 
said on Friday. “We know we can come back. We’ve done it in this series 
and the series before. It’s about us being confident and playing as a 
team, and that’s what we’re going to do tomorrow.” 

Igor Shesterkin, New York’s sensational goalie, has been a big part of 
the team’s comebacks in games and series. Against the Penguins, 
Shesterkin had two bad games in Pittsburgh and was pulled from both. 
But then he — and the Rangers overall — corrected whatever flaws 
existed, and since then the Rangers, like Carolina, have not lost at home. 

“He makes us believe we can win any hockey game we play in,” Gallant 
said. 

Shesterkin has allowed only 17 goals in his last eight games, just 2.13 
goals per game. He has allowed only 13 goals in regulation in six home 
playoff games and his only loss at home in the postseason was the triple 
overtime game against Pittsburgh in Game 1, where he made 79 saves. 
So, the Rangers have a bit of a home-ice thing going on as well. 

The first team to obliterate the spell will win the series. The Hurricanes 
have the next opportunity on Saturday. To succeed, they will have to find 
a way to replicate the same desperate, tooth-shattering approach they 
employ at home. 

“Coming out hot,” Jarvis said. “We usually start slow on the road, so that 
is something we’ve got to aim for, coming out fast.” 
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Gerard Gallant must reunite Kid Line to bring energy back to Rangers 

 

Larry Brooks  

 

The line combinations were not the root cause of the Rangers’ travails 
Thursday in their 3-1 Game 5 loss to the Hurricanes in Raleigh, N.C., 
which was not nearly as close on the ice as it was on the scoreboard.  

But with head coach Gerard Gallant saying that he thought his team 
looked tired throughout the match, it is time to reunite the Kid Line for the 
potential elimination Game 6 of this second round of the playoffs 
Saturday at the Garden.  

Alexis Lafreniere, Filip Chytil and Kaapo Kakko are stronger as a unit 
than each is individually. Kakko, in particular, has been marginalized on 
the fourth line the past two games. More to the point, however, is that 
these young’uns — 20, 22 and 21, respectively, and the only forwards 
younger than age 27 — have infused the team with energy with their 
ebullient, almost naive, approach to the tournament.  

The numbers are nothing to disparage, either, with the unit recording a 
positive attempts ratio, a positive shot share and a 48.75 xGF percentage 
(expected goal for percentage) while a minus-one at five-on-five, per 
NaturalStatTrick. Reuniting the trio should inject energy into a team that 
was lagging on Thursday.  

Of course merely rearranging the furniture is not the elixir to what ailed 
the Blueshirts in Game 5, when the ’Canes assumed complete command 
of the match midway through the second period once Ryan Strome’s 
“goal” was wiped off the board because it had been scored on an offside 
play.  

Thereafter, the Rangers simply chased and chased and chased. They 
won few battles. They made fewer plays. They were disconnected all 
over the ice. They are into the sixth game of the second round, their 13th 
of the postseason, and they have yet to hold a lead in a series. The grind 
is not only physical.  

Momentum does not necessarily carry over from game to game within a 
series, but it can. And the Rangers will have to be on their toes from the 
start on Saturday in order to stanch the confidence the ’Canes accrued 
throughout their impressive Game 5 performance.  

There is no intention to belabor the point, but there is also no way around 
it. The Rangers need to improve in all areas, but they won’t have a 
chance if they do not get more from Mika Zibanejad, Chris Kreider and 
Artemi Panarin.  

Zibanejad had the best night among the club’s three marquee forwards, 
scoring a power-play goal on his wicked one-timer and winning 13 of 23 
at the dots. But Kreider had one of the poorest outings of his 92-game 
playoff résumé. It is difficult to process how the 52-goal scorer (plus 
another six in the tournament) could have descended into “Did. Anyone. 
See. Chris?” territory. But I would expect a bounce-back from Zibanejad 
and Kreider on Saturday.  

Panarin? I have no idea. The Rangers desperately need something from 
the winger, whose game and body language on the ice have been 
unrecognizable. Panarin has been one of the NHL’s top 10 forwards 
since coming to New York three years ago. He is as electric as they 
come. Now, he is unplugged, looking dazed and confused. It hasn’t been 
pretty. I have no solution to offer. It is simply (well, obviously not) on 
Panarin to figure this out. It would be helpful if No. 10 could do it before 8 
p.m. on Saturday.  

Could the Rangers win a 1-0 game off a spectacular performance from 
Igor Shesterkin with a goal from a fourth-liner, the way the Henrik 
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Lundqvist Rangers won that 1-0 Game 6 against Montreal on a goal from 
Dom Moore to advance to the 2014 Cup final? Of course they could.  

But in order to achieve that result, the Rangers would have to be much 
firmer in their play and on their attention to detail. After largely sealing off 
the middle of the ice by packing the house the first four games of the 
series, the Blueshirts left acres of space in the slot uncovered. If 
Shesterkin and Ryan Strome were the team’s first two stars, the post 
might have been the third.  

And when they do get through the neutral zone and establish possession 
in Carolina’s end of the ice, the Blueshirts must get bodies and pucks to 
the net. That is easier said than done against a team that is masterful at 
taking away seams, but the Rangers will have to simplify in order to 
make life difficult for Antti Raanta, who took advantage of the do-over on 
the Strome play that would have been a pretty marginal one. They must 
push Raanta out of his comfort zone.  

The Rangers had a couple of bad games in Pittsburgh as they were 
shoved to the precipice, but then recovered. This is going to be more 
difficult, but it is certainly achievable. If there is a reason the ’Canes are 
7-0 in their House of Horrors in Raleigh, there is likely a corollary reason 
for their 0-5 mark on the road in Boston and New York.  

The Blueshirts might be able to prey on that with a declarative, energetic 
start. That’s something the Kid Line could be expected to bring to the 
party. 
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Rangers confident struggling Chris Kreider, Artemi Panarin will 'do it for 
us' 

 

Peter Botte  

 

Two of the Rangers’ most potent offensive catalysts largely have been 
silenced by the Hurricanes through five games.  

Tangible production from star wingers Artemi Panarin and Chris Kreider 
and their respective lines Saturday night at the Garden likely will be a key 
for the Rangers — now trailing 3-2 in the second-round series following a 
3-1 loss Thursday in Game 5 in Raleigh, N.C. — to stay alive by winning 
a fourth consecutive elimination game during this postseason.  

“I’m not going to sit here and blame Panarin, or Kreider. They’re 
character players, they’ll do it for us. They’ve done it for us all year,” 
Rangers coach Gerard Gallant said Friday at the team’s Westchester 
practice facility. “You bounce back.  

“[Carolina] played a hell of a game [Thursday night]. They came out, they 
were ready, they competed, and we just didn’t match that.”  

Indeed, Gallant reiterated what he had said following Game 5, that his 
team’s third road loss in this series against Carolina had been a “total 
team effort.”  

Still, Panarin and Kreider had enjoyed a productive first-round series in 
helping the Rangers come back from a 3-1 series deficit against the 
Penguins with a combined eight goals and 14 points. That total included 
the Game 7 overtime “Bread-winner” by Panarin.  

The team’s highest-paid player also assisted on the Rangers’ lone goal 
Thursday night, but Panarin was held to zero shots on net for the second 
time in the series.  

“I can’t pick on Panarin. Like I’ve said, I thought two games ago, he was 
our best player,” Gallant said of the Rangers’ 4-1 win on home ice in 

Game 4. “He didn’t get a whole lot of points, but I thought he competed 
and played hard.  

“There’s just not much room [on the ice]. You can look at all our top guys 
if you’re going to talk about Panarin and say there wasn’t much room for 
them [Thursday] night. We didn’t create many scoring chances. They 
tried, they work hard, they’re disappointed like I am, but you get over it 
and move on.”  

Kreider, a 52-goal scorer during the regular season, netted five more in 
the seven games against Pittsburgh. But he has been limited to one 
score and zero assists by the Hurricanes, with he and center Mika 
Zibanejad often hounded by Carolina’s checking line, anchored by center 
Jordan Staal.  

Gallant, who switched up his line combinations in the third period of 
Game 5, said Friday he was undecided whether to restore them to their 
usual configurations.  

After his team was outshot 34-17 in Game 5, however, Gallant said the 
Blueshirts must get back to getting more pucks on goal and creating 
more traffic in front of Carolina goalie Antti Raanta.  

“The guys know. It’s not that they don’t know,” Gallant said. “When you 
have success, Chris Kreider’s got 58 goals this year, counting playoffs. 
… He’s had a great season because he’s around those areas. And the 
more people you get there and the more pucks you get there, the better 
chance you have to win the hockey game.” 
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Rangers' series comeback chances hinge on returning to season-long 
DNA 

 

Mollie Walker  

 

This is what the Rangers have been preparing for all season long.  

Every comeback victory, all 27 of them in the regular season and the 
three in the first round against the Penguins, has laid out the mental 
foundation for them to handle what will be at stake in Game 6 of their 
second-round Stanley Cup playoff series against the Hurricanes on 
Saturday night at Madison Square Garden.  

Their season is on the line for a fourth time in these playoffs. Each time 
so far, the Rangers have risen to the challenge and attacked it head on. 
The competition may be tougher, but this is the same Rangers team that 
has consistently willed itself into the win column no matter the 
circumstances.  

The Rangers will not only have to tap into the resiliency that has been 
their defining trait since October, but they will have to show that they 
deserve to continue playing into June for the Eastern Conference final.  

“We got to win one game,” Chris Kreider said. “So that’s our focus … win 
one game, win one shift, win the first period and go from there.”  

To defeat the Hurricanes, the Rangers are going to have to dig deep. 
Down to the roots of what separates them from every other NHL team, 
they’ll have to unleash it all at once to pull this off. Relying on goalie Igor 
Shesterkin’s heroics alone likely won’t cut it. Waiting on a puck bounce to 
go their way is too risky. Hoping for Carolina to continue its five-game 
losing streak on the road just won’t do.  

The Rangers will have to take charge of their own destiny and make it 
happen. To do so, the Blueshirts need their greatest strengths to be just 
that.  
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The power play, which has been both the Rangers’ advantage and 
demise in this series, can’t let opportunities pass it by. Their physicality 
will have to break down the Hurricanes’ forecheck. And their top players 
will have to look like top players.  

The Rangers will need the play-making and dynamic version of Artemi 
Panarin, whose two assists through five games hasn’t been nearly 
enough. Kreider will have to be the goal-scoring beast that he was in the 
regular season, and not succumb to the streaky play that has been 
attributed to his entire career. Mika Zibanejad must play like the top-tier 
No. 1 center that he is.  

And Shesterkin will have to play like the Vezina Trophy winner that he 
almost certainly will be announced as in the coming weeks.  

The opportunity for the Rangers to further establish themselves as 
legitimate Cup contenders is here, against a team that has been trying to 
do the same in recent years. The time to prove something to themselves 
and the rest of the NHL is now.  

“Your backs are against the wall,” head coach Gerard Gallant said 
Friday. “You go out and play your game. You know if you lose this game 
there’s no tomorrow. We did that real well the last series, and hopefully 
we can do it again. I don’t think we change anything strategy-wise. We 
just go out and play our game and get ready to play. Obviously, there’s a 
sense of urgency that if you lose this one, you’re done.” 

New York Post LOADED: 05.28.2022 

1246345 New York Rangers 

 

Gerard Gallant didn't tell Rangers they looked 'tired' after Game 5 loss 

 

Peter Botte  

 

Rangers coach Gerard Gallant told the media Thursday night that he 
thought his team looked “tired” throughout the 3-1 road loss in Game 5 of 
the second-round playoff series against Carolina.  

On a day of rest after traveling back to New York on Friday, Gallant said 
he did not share that assessment with his players after the game 
because he rarely addresses them directly following games.  

“When you’re really upset, good things can’t come from it and when 
you’re real happy, I don’t think it makes any difference,” Gallant said 
Friday in Tarrytown. “So I leave them alone after a game.”  

Game 6, on Saturday night at the Garden, will mark the Rangers’ 13th 
game in 26 days, and the career-high 65th start of the season for goalie 
Igor Shesterkin, who is a finalist for both the Hart and Vezina Trophies.  

“Igor has done it from Day 1 with us. He makes us believe we can win 
any hockey game we play, and it’s a big part of our group, obviously,” 
Gallant said. “He’s been outstanding.”  

The Hurricanes improved to 7-0 at PNC Arena during this postseason 
with the Game 5 win, but they are 0-5 on the road against Boston and the 
Rangers in the first two playoff rounds. They have been outscored 21-8 
on the road, including 8-1 on special teams.  

“Home-ice advantage is big,” the Rangers’ Alexis Lafreniere said. “We’re 
a really good team in our building. They’re a real good team in their 
building. You’ve got to win some road games if you want to win and we 
weren’t able to [Thursday] night and it was a tough loss. We wanted to 
win that one for sure, but we have to defend home ice [Saturday] and I 
think we’re able to.”  

Injured forwards Barclays Goodrow and Sammy Blais resumed skating 
recently, but Gallant ruled them out for Game 6.  

“I don’t see it for [Saturday]. I see it hopefully in the near future, but it’s 
not [Saturday].” 
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Gerard Gallant needs to adjust if NY Rangers are going to pull off 
another comeback 

 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano, North Jersey Media Group  

 

Asked if the New York Rangers passed up opportunities in Game 5 when 
they could have fired pucks at Carolina Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta, 
Chris Kreider paused to ponder the question. 

He finally came to an unconvincing answer of, "Potentially," but his 
hesitation said it all. 

The Rangers couldn't shoot the puck more in Thursday's 3-1 loss 
because they didn't have it, which has pushed them to the brink of 
elimination once again. 

The Canes got their in-your-face forecheck going and were able to 
handpick the matchups they wanted due to home-ice advantage, 
resulting in a lopsided possession battle and a 34-17 advantage in shots. 
As Gerard Gallant put it, the game was “pretty well dominated” by 
Carolina. 

The Blueshirts’ head coach is right about that, but he also expressed his 
belief that his team could have done more to match their aggressive 
opponent. 

“We weren’t competitive enough,” Gallant said. “We weren't quick 
enough. We weren't strong enough. We can make excuses about them 
clogging up the neutral zone and all that, but we just didn't play our 
game.” 

That blunt postgame assessment had a similar feel to Game 4 in the 
previous round against the Pittsburgh Penguins, when Gallant used 
harsher terms and called his team out as “soft.” 

The inspired Rangers responded by rattling off three straight wins to 
overcome a 3-1 series deficit. 

He’s hoping that questioning their effort again – he also said they looked 
“tired” – will serve as another rallying cry to up the intensity and 
physicality for a do-or-die Game 6, which will be played at 8 p.m. 
Saturday on home ice at Madison Square Garden. 

Gallant’s ability to push the right motivational buttons has been a defining 
trait in his first season on the Blueshirts’ bench. His system is 
straightforward, predicated on a north-south style and two-way 
commitment, with his response to losses typically being some form of 
"work harder" rather than specific changes. 

He's not prone to panic moves, with his steady hand and one-game-at-a-
time approach garnering the respect of his players and fueling their 
confidence when adversity hits. But his reluctance to adjust could prove 
costly in this second-round series. 

The Rangers' counter to the vaunted Carolina forecheck has been to 
keep trying to fling pucks behind the Canes' defense — the old "get 
pucks deep" mantra. That's led to a lot of fruitless dumping and chasing, 
which at best results in a 50-50 puck battle but at worst leads to needless 
giveaways. 

Too often, after long shifts pinned in the defensive zone, the Blueshirts 
are left with no alternative but to dump and change, meaning chip the 
puck into offensive zone before heading back to the bench. It's a 
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necessary evil to get fresh legs on the ice, but it essentially just hands 
possession back to Carolina. 

"When there's an opportunity to make a play, we make the play," Mika 
Zibanejad said Wednesday. "We chip it in when we don't have anything 
else. That's an aggressive team that we're playing against, too, and 
they're really good in their transitions. By saying that, I don't think we 
should force anything because we know if we make one mistake, they're 
going the other way. I think it's just keep playing smart." 

Zibanejad's answer is revealing. It's clear that Gallant is telling his 
players to cut out risky decisions with the puck, particularly on D-zone 
breakouts, which fuels the dump-and-chase mindset. 

Artemi Panarin echoed those sentiments when he memorably said, "I 
would love to do some stupid (stuff) on the blue line, but I can't." 

He followed by joking, "I just feel bad for Turk. He’s nervous." 

That was said in jest, but there's a hint of truth to it. Gallant 
understandably wants his team to play it safe against the opportunistic 
Canes. And while they certainly need to avoid costly turnovers, they can't 
allow the fear of a mistake to negate their skill and playmaking abilities. 

In three playoff games at PNC Arena, the Rangers have managed only 
one goal at even strength. That's simply not going to cut it. They need to 
find ways to open it up without compromising their structural integrity. 

"Going back to (Game 4), I thought things were going well," Chris Kreider 
said. "We were crisp, advancing pucks, skating, reading off each other, 
supporting each other and then able to get pucks behind them and get 
our own forecheck going. When we're unable to get our forecheck 
established and if I'm unable to advance the puck, they're obviously 
going to have more opportunities to establish their forecheck." 

Try something different 

Possession is the key to creating more offense, which leads to another 
adjustment that Gallant should consider. 

After briefly experimenting with line changes for Game 3, he's gone back 
to the default combinations. And while determining which lineup tweaks 
would work best is somewhat of a guessing game, there are legitimate 
questions about the status quo. 

That starts with the top line of Kreider, Zibanejad and Frank Vatrano, who 
have been effectively eliminated by the Hurricanes' shutdown trio of Nino 
Niederreiter, Jordan Staal and Jesper Fast, particularly for the games in 
Carolina when coach Rod Brind'Amour has the benefit of last change. 

They limited the Rangers' top unit only one shot on goal in Game 5, 
according to Natural Stat Trick. (Yes, you read that right.) 

"Obviously, that's the matchup they want," Gallant said prior to the game. 
"When they get the chance to do it, they'll do it. And if I can get away 
from it a little bit, I'll get away from it. But I'm not I'm not going to sit Mika 
on the bench because of the Staal line." 

Benching Zibanejad certainly isn't the answer. He's been the top 
performer among the Rangers' star forwards in these playoffs, but he 
needs help. 

Gallant isn't going to demote a 52-goal scorer in Kreider, who has had his 
share of struggles this postseason, which makes Vatrano the obvious 
candidate. And based on what we saw in Game 3, when the top line with 
Filip Chytil at right wing was clearly the Blueshirts' best, that looks like a 
logical move. 

The next step is awakening Panarin, who has yet to produce an even-
strength point in this series. He needs to be allowed the freedom to try 
some stupid stuff, possibly with Tyler Motte at right wing to bring speed 
and defense in the event that turnovers happen. 

And then maybe a revamped third line with Andrew Copp bringing a 
reliable veteran presence in between talented young wingers Alexis 

Lafrenière and Kaapo Kakko. Give the kids more ice time and let them 
run wild. 

Would those moves solve the Rangers' problems on the road? Perhaps 
not, but they'll need to figure something out if they're going to get back to 
Raleigh for Game 7 and then have a chance to end the Canes' seven-
game home playoff winning streak. 

Gallant has done an admirable job in his first season with the Rangers, 
earning recognition as a Jack Adams finalist while leading his team to 
largely exceed expectations. But if they're going to keep this exciting run 
going, it's time to show that he can adjust on the fly against one of the 
best coaches in the league. 

Vincent Z. Mercogliano 
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Gerard Gallant believes he wasn't harsh on Rangers after Game 5 loss to 
Carolina 

 

By Andrew Gross  

 

GREENBURGH, N.Y. — The post-defeat words may have sounded 
harsh, but Rangers coach Gerard Gallant insisted that was not the case. 
Nor was his description of his team as “tired” an attempt at motivation for 
Saturday night’s Game 6 at Madison Square Garden as the Blueshirts try 
to stave off elimination. 

A more relaxed Gallant addressed the media on Friday at the MSG 
Training Center after the Rangers lost to the Hurricanes, 3-1, in Raleigh 
on Thursday night in Game 5 of their second-round series. They trail the 
series 3-2, with the home team having won every game. 

“I wasn’t hard on our team,” Gallant said. “Disappointed, that’s part of it. 
We lost the game and didn’t play as well as we could have. So I was 
disappointed. But I wasn’t harsh on them. That’s playoffs. That’s the way 
she goes. We’ll be ready to go tomorrow night.” 

The Rangers did not practice on Friday after a midday flight back to New 
York and do not have a morning skate scheduled before Game 6. 

After Game 5, Gallant noted that the Rangers were reaching with their 
sticks instead of making body checks and said, “We looked tired. We 
weren’t as quick as them,” adding that it was the worst of their five 
performances in the series. 

Notes & quotes: Gallant said neither Sammy Blais (lower body) nor 
Barclay Goodrow (lower body) will return for Game 6. “I see it, hopefully, 
in the near future,” Gallant said. “But it’s not tomorrow.” . . . The NHL 
announced that if Game 7 is necessary on Monday, the start time will be 
8 p.m. . . . Carolina coach Rod Brind’Amour told media in Raleigh on 
Friday that goalie Frederik Andersen (lower body), who has yet to dress 
in the playoffs, is close to being available as a backup but that it’s not 
likely for Game 6. 
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Gerard Gallant doesn't think Rangers will change strategy in elimination 
game vs. Hurricanes 

 

By Andrew Gross  
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GREENBURGH, N.Y. — Of course, these elimination games are 
different just by their very definition. The Rangers can either win Game 6 
against the Hurricanes on Saturday night at Madison Square Garden or 
have one of their finer seasons end in the second round of the playoffs. 

They’ve already won three elimination games in the first round against 
the Penguins, rallying from a 3-1 series deficit. 

But the secret to that win-or-else success may be by not treating the 
games differently from any other in the playoffs. 

“Your backs are against the wall,” coach Gerard Gallant said on Friday at 
the MSG Training Center. “You go out and play your game. You know if 
you lose this game, there’s no tomorrow. We did that real well last series 
and hopefully we can do it again tomorrow. I don’t think we change 
anything strategy-wise. Obviously, there’s a sense of urgency.” 

Still, there must be some changes from the Rangers’ lethargic 3-1 loss in 
Thursday night’s Game 5 in Raleigh. They must get pucks in deeper into 
the Hurricanes’ zone and establish more of a forecheck. They need more 
shots on net — they had only 17 in Game 5 — and they need more traffic 
in front of Hurricanes goalie Antti Raanta. 

They must get more production from top players such as Chris Kreider 
and Artemi Panarin, neither of whom was credited with a shot on goal in 
Game 5 and totaled only two chances. 

And the Rangers must hope that the trend of home teams winning every 
game in this series — as was the case in the Hurricanes’ seven-game 
win over the Bruins in the first round — continues for now (and then 
changes for a Game 7, if necessary, on Monday night in Carolina). 

“They’re definitely a better team at home than they have been on the 
road,” Gallant said. “And I can say the same thing for us. We’ve been a 
better team at home than we have been on the road. I don’t understand 
why that’s going on.” 

“Home-ice advantage is big,” Alexis Lafreniere said. “We’re a really good 
team in our building. They’re a really good team in their building. You’ve 
got to win some road games if you want to win. We weren’t able to last 
night. It was a tough loss. We wanted to win that one, for sure. We have 
to defend home ice tomorrow and I think we’ll be able to.” 

Lafreniere added that the home team being able to dictate the matchups 
by having the last change has played a significant role. Hurricanes coach 
Rod Brind’Amour has been able to effectively stifle Kreider’s line with 
Mika Zibanejad by getting Jordan Staal’s checking line out against it. 

“It’s a big part of the game, but I don’t think you should have a different 
mindset of playing at home or playing away,” Lafreniere said. “It’s the 
same game.” 

But slightly different in an elimination scenario. 

Gallant, who played in the NHL from 1985-95, said “it definitely does” feel 
different to play in an elimination game. 

The 20-year-old Lafreniere has played in only the three against the 
Penguins, but he said the Rangers can carry the lessons from that trio of 
victories into this Game 6. 

“For sure against Pittsburgh, we had three elimination games and I think 
we played really good,” Lafreniere said. “We know what to do. We know 
how to play. We don’t have to change our game. I think we just have to 
play as a team and to be ourselves out there, and I think it should be just 
fine for us.” 
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Rangers vs. Hurricanes picks, odds: Expert predictions for Stanley Cup 
Playoffs Game 6 

 

The Athletic NHL Staff 

 

Carolina’s perfect home record in the playoffs remained intact with a 
Game 5 win against the New York Rangers. The Hurricanes’ winless 
road record in the playoffs will again be put to the test in Game 6 
Saturday in Madison Square Garden. 

Will we see a Game 7 or will Carolina book a place in the conference 
finals against the Tampa Bay Lightning? The Lightning have been waiting 
for an opponent since sweeping the Florida Panthers. 

What time is Rangers vs. Hurricanes Game 6? 

Time: Saturday, 8 p.m. (ET) 

Channels: ESPN, SN 

Every day during the Stanley Cup Playoffs, The Athletic’s writers will 
make their picks, straight up. We put our picks, the TV schedule and all 
series coverage, plus the latest odds, all in one place for fans to easily 
digest and follow. Our in-depth NHL coverage is linked below the picks. 
For live NHL odds from BetMGM, Click here. 

What are the odds for Hurricanes at Rangers? 

Series odds: Hurricanes -400, Rangers +310 

Game 5: Hurricanes 3, Rangers 1 | Carolina leads 3-2 

Recap by Harman Dayal 

What was the key? Carolina’s smothering defensive play as a five-man 
unit. It’s often said that defense begins with checking well in the offensive 
zone, and the Canes were a textbook example of that. New York 
mustered just 17 shots on goal. Forget trying to find time and space in 
the slot in the offensive zone; the Rangers had no space to navigate out 
of their own end. They couldn’t solve Carolina’s forecheck, which was 
bolstered by how well the defensemen were pinching, and the result was 
that most of the game was spent in New York’s end. 

Moment of the game: When Carolina finally scored on the power play. 
Controlling the even-strength battle is vital, yes, but you’re not going to 
last long if your man advantage can’t convert. The Hurricanes had yet to 
score on the power play heading into Game 5, but Teuvo Teravainen 
made sure to snap that streak. Seth Jarvis, who had a tremendous all-
around game, made a great pass, and Teravainen made no mistake for 
what finished as the game winner. 

The passing   

The Finnish   pic.twitter.com/iEtU8ta4oR 

— Carolina Hurricanes (@Canes) May 27, 2022 

Hurricanes worry meter:    … Vincent Trocheck, Andrei Svechnikov 
and the power play all started producing, which is a massive sigh of 
relief. 

Rangers worry meter:      … Game 5 was an ugly one for them, 
but they’ll at least have a chance to dictate matchups and free Mika 
Zibanejad from Jordan Staal now that they’ll return home to MSG. 
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Lazerus: Another horrifying sexual-assault lawsuit underscores how 
deeply broken the hockey world is 
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Mark Lazerus7-9 minutes 27/05/2022 

 

Content warning: This story contains details about alleged sexual 
assault. The content may be difficult to read and emotionally upsetting. 

It’s important to be angry. To be disgusted. To read the words and 
absorb the imagery and get that sinking sensation in the pit of your 
stomach. When you’re working for change, when the battle is always 
uphill, it’s critical to feel it all viscerally, every single time. Because 
outrage is what fuels the fight. Outrage is what sparks the societal shift. 
Outrage is the lifeblood of change. If you care, if you aspire for more, you 
can never run out of outrage. You can never become numb to the 
unforgivable, the unconscionable, the unacceptable. 

But it’s getting harder, isn’t it? 

Taken on its own, the just-settled lawsuit against the Canadian Hockey 
League and Hockey Canada — which alleges that eight CHL players, 
including members of Canada’s 2017-18 World Junior gold-medal team, 
repeatedly assaulted an intoxicated woman in a hotel room during a 
Hockey Canada Foundation celebration in London, Ontario, in June of 
2018 — is an utterly appalling incident. It demands a thorough 
examination of the defendants’ organizations and of junior hockey as a 
whole. It demands a criminal investigation, should the survivor of the 
assault wish to pursue one. 

It demands outrage. 

But taken in the larger picture of hockey’s relentless social, moral and 
legal failures, it’s yet another crushing disappointment to anyone trying to 
justify a continued emotional investment in a game that’s clearly so 
deeply broken. 

We like to think that hockey culture is getting better. And we have 
moments of hope, of encouragement. We have forward-thinking players 
breaking through the game’s keep-it-to-yourself ethos to take a stand 
against racial injustice and police brutality. We have Sheldon Kennedy’s 
Respect Group trying to change hearts and minds that have been 
warped by the insular nature of a sport whose best and brightest are 
essentially cordoned off from the rest of society at an early age. We have 
NHL front offices saying the right things. We call out hazing and bullying 
when, in the past, it was thought of as “rites of passage,” as “team-
bonding.” We call out homophobia and racism when, in the past, it was 
just an accepted part of a “gritty’ and “blue-collar” sport. 

But you can draw a direct line from the sexual abuse endured by 
Kennedy at the hands of a coach in the 1980s to the violent and torturous 
hazing alleged in a 2020 lawsuit filed against the CHL and spearheaded 
by former NHLer Daniel Carcillo to the 2010 alleged sexual assault of 
Kyle Beach by video coach Brad Aldrich and the disgraceful failure to act 
on it by the Chicago Blackhawks to the stomach-churning allegations in 
the latest lawsuit against the CHL, Hockey Canada and those eight 
players. Those eight players who, according to the lawsuit, got their 
victim drunk and then engaged in some or all of the following acts over 
the next several hours, “which collectively constituted sexual abuse and 
assault of the Plaintiff”: “directing the Plantiff to fondle her genitals and to 
perform oral sex on them”; “straddling the Plaintiff while placing their 
genitals in her face”; “slapping the buttocks of the Plaintiff”; “spitting on 
the Plaintiff”; “ejaculating in and on the Plaintiff”; “engaging in vaginal 
intercourse with the Plaintiff”; and “engaging in other sexual activities with 
the Plaintiff.” 

Beyond the obvious horror of the alleged incident and the effect it had on 
a woman’s life, one of the most dispiriting things about it is that, for as 
evil and grisly and ghastly it all is, it’s somehow not surprising. We want 
to believe hockey’s team-first culture would never allow something like 
this to happen, but we don’t really believe it. We’ve seen far too much 
evidence to the contrary. We read the story. We see the allegations. 
We’re sick to our stomach. 

Then we throw it on the pile. 

Even with such graphic detail. Even with the egregiousness of eight 
young men — let’s not diminish the seriousness of the allegations by 
hand-waving them away as the acts of juveniles, of teenagers — treating 
a human being in such a heinous manner. At some point, the well of 
outrage starts to run dry. And that only makes us feel worse because that 
outrage is so necessary, so important. What happened here is every bit 
as infuriating as what happened to Kennedy, what happened to Carcillo, 
what happened to Beach. This survivor deserves every bit of our 
righteous fury. Yet we feel wearier, more helpless, more sure that nothing 
will ever change. 

A common quip among hockey fans when the NHL fails to discipline a 
player for an egregious head shot, or when a player puts his foot in his 
mouth, or when the league brass stumbles through some public-relations 
debacle, is: “Best sport, worst league.” 

Is it, though? 

We have St. Louis Blues fans bombarding Nazem Kadri with threats and 
Islamophobic slurs because he ran into their goalie. We have recent 
instances of racist taunts in the AHL, in the ECHL, in the Ukrainian 
Hockey League, in Quebec bantam hockey, in high school hockey, in a 
Zoom call with then-Rangers draft pick K’Andre Miller, in the penalty box 
at the United Center with Devante Smith-Pelly. 

We have John Vanbiesbrouck, who called Trevor Daley a racial slur in 
2003, leading USA Hockey. We have accusations of domestic abuse 
against Slava Voynov, Semyon Varlamov, Austin Watson and others. We 
have the owner of the Blackhawks shouting down a reporter (and his 
son, the CEO of the team) when asked about Beach in his first public 
appearance since the lawsuits surfaced nine months earlier. And it’s only 
a matter of time before Joel Quenneville — who, according to the Jenner 
& Block report investigating the Beach assault, prioritized winning over 
protecting his players — applies for and is granted reinstatement and 
returns to an NHL bench to chase Scotty Bowman’s all-time wins record. 

And that barely scratches the surface. 

To be sure, other sports have their share of misanthropes and 
miscreants. An unfortunate part of being a sports fan in the modern era is 
deciding how much you can tolerate. Can you accept that your baseball 
team’s closer is an accused domestic abuser? Can you root for and 
spend your money on a team that’s owned by a billionaire who made his 
or her money by unsavory means, or who donates millions to unpalatable 
politicians? 

This is sports in the information age. 

But what is it about hockey, in particular, that seems to breed and harbor 
such despicable people? That would convince a group of grown men that 
the alleged sexual assault of one of their employees was an acceptable 
price of success? That would inspire a player to make racist taunts on 
the ice, or fans to make racist threats off it? That would make eight men 
think that what allegedly happened in that London hotel room in June of 
2018 was somehow OK, was just some good old-fashioned team-
bonding? 

The survivor settled her lawsuit. It’s up to her and only her if she ever 
wants to pursue criminal charges, if she ever wants to name names. The 
NHL released a statement on Thursday that said, in part, it would 
“endeavor” to learn the facts and if any current NHL players were 
involved (all but two players on that gold medal-winning Team Canada 
roster played in the NHL this past season), but ultimately, nobody gets to 
decide whether that happens but the survivor. 

In the meantime, we read the words. We absorb the imagery. We get that 
sinking sensation in the pits of our stomachs. We reach deep down for 
more outrage. 

And we begin to wonder why we love this sport so much, given how truly 
awful it has repeatedly shown it can be. 
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How could Johnny Gaudreau watch end? Plus, the Panthers’ salary-cap 
challenge 

 

Eric Duhatschek17-22 minutes 27/05/2022 

 

The Johnny Gaudreau watch started minutes after the Calgary Flames 
were eliminated in five games by the Edmonton Oilers in the second 
round of the NHL playoffs Thursday night. As a series, it was chaos in 
motion — five distinct mini-dramas, each with its own individual plot. It 
took 31 years for the Battle of Alberta to resume hostilities and it didn’t 
disappoint, if you look at it simply through the prism of pure 
entertainment. 

In the elimination game, the teams established an NHL playoff record by 
scoring four goals in 71 seconds — something that hadn’t even come 
close to happening previously in league history. 

The Oilers’ Leon Draisaitl, playing hurt, scored 17 points in five games, 
something that had only been done once before in NHL history, by 
Boston’s Rick Middleton, against Buffalo in 1983. Calgary appeared to 
take a third-period lead, only to have a goal by Blake Coleman 
disallowed, on the grounds that he scored it with a distinct kicking motion. 
I used to punt footballs constantly as a teenager and thought I knew what 
a distinct kicking motion was. 

I was clearly wrong and Coleman said much of the same, in his 
melancholic post-game interview. 

Connor McDavid was a transcendent force in the first four games and 
quiet in the finale until he — of course — scored the overtime winner. 
Halfway through the playoffs, he’s at 26 points, same as Draisaitl. They 
were the sixth and seventh players in NHL playoff history to score 26 or 
more points through 12 post-season games. The others: Wayne Gretzky, 
Mario Lemieux, Mark Messier and Middleton. More records could fall, 
depending on where the path takes the Oilers next. 

Similar to the Florida Panthers who were also eliminated earlier this 
week, Calgary had its best regular season for a while (first in the Pacific, 
with 50 wins and 111 points) and won a playoff round for only the second 
time since 2004. So, what happens now? There are some genuine 
similarities — and a few distinct — differences in their respective paths 
forward. 

Like Florida, Calgary had a potent high-end offence led by Gaudreau 
(who tied with Jonathan Huberdeau for second in the Art Ross trophy 
scoring race), alongside Selke Trophy finalist Elias Lindholm and all-
around pest Matthew Tkachuk, who had his first 100-point season. 
Gaudreau’s contract is up and he is a pending unrestricted free agent, 
maybe the most intriguing pending UFA in the NHL this summer. 

When Gaudreau said at the start of the season that he didn’t want to 
discuss his contract situation over and over, most respected that wish — 
and so, it didn’t become a daily concern. Even though there tends to be 
heavier scrutiny in a Canadian market, Gaudreau wasn’t constantly 
nagged about his contract status the way he might have been nagged 
elsewhere around the NHL. Maybe the fact that he can go to work in a 
place where people actually respect his boundaries will factor into his 
decision. 

Because no matter where Gaudreau chooses to play next, he will get a 
significant pay increase from the $6.75 million he’d been earning on his 
last contract. 

It means Gaudreau and the Flames’ organization have arrived at an 
important crossroads, with a little more than a month to see if they can 
settle on an extension that will make him the franchise’s highest-paid 
player. 

After the season he had, a $9.5 million deal will qualify as a hometown 
discount. And if they can’t come to terms, and Gaudreau hits the open 
market, he will almost certainly draw generous financial offers from the 
two franchises closest to home — the New Jersey Devils and the 
Philadelphia Flyers — and maybe a few others as well. 

Meanwhile, Tkachuk is a restricted free agent, a year removed from UFA 
status, and is due a $9 million qualifying offer to retain his rights. 

So, two expensive pieces of business for GM Brad Treliving to address 
fairly soon. 

For Calgary, getting the room to pay Gaudreau and Tkachuk would likely 
involve moving out the contracts of Sean Monahan and possibly Milan 
Lucic. Each has a year remaining (Monahan $6.375 million AAV, Lucic 
$5.25 million AAV) but each has a modified no-trade clause, which can 
dictate where they can and can’t go. 

The Flames also have to find the dollars to re-sign two other important 
RFAs, Andrew Mangiapane ($2.45 million AAV) and Oliver Kylington 
($750,000 AAV), both of whom are arbitration eligible and in line for 
substantial raises. 

On the plus side, the final $1.5 million attached to the Troy Brouwer 
buyout disappears off the books this summer, creating a little bit more 
space. For this year’s draft, Calgary is missing its first-, third-, fourth- and 
sixth-round picks, but unlike Florida, has both its 2023 and 2024 firsts, 
plus all of its own second-round picks in each of the next three years. So, 
a little bit more draft capital than the Panthers that can be spent on 
dumping contracts, if necessary. 

Nashville’s Filip Forsberg is perhaps the closest player to Gaudreau 
among potential UFAs hitting the market this season, though Claude 
Giroux will have wide appeal as well. 

The one thing that’s common to all three — and really to any player of 
their respective statures — is that, as weird as it may sound, the dollars 
on the contract probably aren’t going to be the deciding factor in where 
they play next, unless they are so ego-driven that being the highest (or 
one of the highest paid) trumps lifestyle and fit. And if it does, then 
maybe that tells you something about their motivation and you quietly 
move on. 

The advantage that their current employers have is they can offer an 
eight-year term. Eight years probably exceeds their status as NHL stars, 
but an eight-year term can also be useful in lowering the overall average-
annual value of the contract (AAV). 

And if you’re pressed up against the salary cap the way Calgary will be, 
that’s a useful tool. 

In Gaudreau’s case, and Calgary’s, one of the biggest factors will be, 
which team presents the best opportunity to win? 

A year ago, to the Gaudreau camp, it might have not have seemed as if it 
was Calgary. The Flames were an also-ran in the shortened 56-game 
season played entirely in 2021. This year? They won the Pacific, and 
were a tough out most nights until just at the end. Gaudreau, Lindholm 
and Tkachuk were, by some metrics, the top line in the league. 

That matters — a franchise that notwithstanding the loss to Edmonton, 
seems to be on the right track, as opposed to the two destinations most 
rumored for Gaudreau in New Jersey and Philadelphia, which would 
bring him closer to home but probably a lot further away from genuine 
championship contention. 

That’ll be a factor in Gaudreau’s decision and likely in Forsberg’s and 
Giroux’s as well. 

Panthers snakebit 

Now we turn to Florida, where no one bet bigger than the Panthers these 
past two seasons, aggressively shifting the franchise into win-now mode 
under general manager Bill Zito. It’s why the sting of a four-game, 
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second-round sweep, at the hands of the Tampa Bay Lightning will 
resonate there more than anywhere around the league. 

Let’s recap the good, because there was a lot of good in south Florida 
this year, before we address their offseason challenges which, like 
Calgary’s, began unexpectedly early. 

The Panthers were the NHL’s top regular-season team, with 58 wins, 115 
points, and a league-high average of 4.11 goals per game. They were a 
fun team to watch, and ultimately started drawing enthusiastic crowds for 
the first time in a long time — something that’ll be critical for the success 
of the franchise in the marketplace, because it’s been a hard sell in 
Sunrise for a long time. 

The Panthers also won a playoff round for the first time since 1996, 
defeating the Washington Capitals, which ended more than a quarter-
century of postseason futility. That long-ago run took place in the 
franchise’s third season, when they were headquartered at the old Miami 
Arena, and plastic rats littered the ice whenever the Panthers scored a 
goal. It was reasonable to think a possible outcome of this year’s playoffs 
was a rematch of that 1996 Stanley Cup Final, because their opponents 
back then, the Colorado Avalanche, also had a remarkable regular 
season, and won the Western Conference regular-season title. 

Alas, it wasn’t to be. That high-powered attack sputtered against Tampa 
Bay and goaltender Andrei Vasilevskiy, so the Lightning are moving on to 
the third round and the Panthers are left to sift through the fallout from 
the team’s all-in strategy, which involved a lot of mortgaging the future for 
help in the present. 

To review, via Cap Friendly, the Panthers have traded away their first-
round choices in each of the next three drafts and have also traded away 
their second-round choices in two of the next three drafts (2022 and 
2024). 

In short, if you believe the conventional wisdom — that first- and second-
rounders are your premium picks — then the Panthers have only one of 
six remaining in the next three years. Their 2022 first-rounder belongs to 
Buffalo for Sam Reinhart, the 2023 first-rounder belongs to Montreal for 
Ben Chiarot and the 2024 first-round pick is owed to Philadelphia for 
Giroux (though it is top-10 protected, so could slip to 2025, depending 
upon the Panthers’ results that season). Meanwhile, their 2022 second-
rounder went to Calgary in the Sam Bennett trade (Calgary later flipped 
that pick to Seattle for Calle Jarnkrok), and their 2024 second-rounder 
belongs to Arizona, for Arizona taking Anton Stralman’s contract off their 
hands. 

So, a lot of moves made for help today and if it pays off — which is 
seems to, every year for Tampa Bay — then no one is too concerned 
about the cost of rentals. 

Winning tops all. 

But if it ends with a less-than-desirable result, it gets more complicated. 

The Panthers will still return a nice core group for 2022-23, but they’ll 
have real challenges getting their financial house in order. 

For starters, contract extensions kick in for two core players (Aleksander 
Barkov jumps to a $10 million AAV from $5.9 million and Carter 
Verhaeghe, the offensive star of the opening round, jumps to a $4.16 
million AAV from $1 million). So, they’ll need an extra $7.25 million in cap 
space to account for those raises. 

The other factor is the buyout charge for defenceman Keith Yandle will 
climb next year to $5.391 million, from the $2.341 million that it cost them 
this past year, which means they’ll need another $3 million to 
accommodate that increase. Oh, and by the way, Scott Darling’s buyout 
is still on the books for another year at $1.1 million. 

The Panthers have five UFA forwards (Giroux, Mason Marchment, Noel 
Acciari, Maxim Mamin and Joe Thornton), plus four UFA defenders 
(Chiarot, Robert Hagg, Markus Nutivaari, and Petteri Lindbohm). As for 
goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky, who was much improved year-over-year, 

he will continue to carry a $10 million cap charge for the next four 
seasons going forward. 

Longer term, the other complicating factor is that Huberdeau is entering 
the final year of his contract, with the same modest AAV that Barkov 
played on previously ($5.9 million). It’s hard to imagine that an extension 
for Huberdeau is going to look any different from the one Barkov signed, 
though accommodating that increase is a 2023-24 problem and not a 
factor this year, except as it relates to the team’s longer-term financial 
strategy. 

All of which to say is, the challenge — for Florida — will be filling in the 
gaps of that high-powered offence, with some inexpensive 
reinforcements and maximizing every available dollar under the cap. 

How to address the philosophical question — of getting Florida to play 
more like Tampa Bay — will be left in the hands of interim coach Andrew 
Brunette, a finalist for the Jack Adams coach of the year award, who 
presumably will get an extension, though that wasn’t something Zito was 
prepared to commit to in his postseason summary. 

Zito spoke to reporters for over 16 minutes recently and while 
acknowledging that it was a good year for the franchise, concluded: “We 
need to be better and we need to do better.” 

But what struck me most about Zito’s postseason deconstruction was a 
moment, about halfway through, when he was asked about the 
challenges of navigating the salary cap, while trying to ice the most 
complete team possible. 

He paused for more than a few seconds, before replying that they would 
go through an “evaluative” process and formulate different personnel 
layouts, based on the dollars he’ll have available. 

“It’s not all up to us, right?” said Zito. “There may be players, UFA 
players, we’re interested in all of them, and a lot of it is going to depend 
upon who wants to be here and at what price they want to stay. 

“Perhaps someone will say, ‘yeah, I’d like to stay for X amount of dollars’ 
— and who knew? Oh geez, we had budgeted X amount and we can get 
him for Y? That then opens the door over here. So, then it’s easy. That’s 
great. So, it’s going through the exercise and putting the different pieces 
in places. Seeing what can and cannot be done. Who knows, when you 
pick up the phone, what trade might be available to you? It’s just living 
through the process and seeing at the end of the day, what’s available to 
you. 

Added Zito, “If none of that were to happen and it’s just straight math, 
then it’s just straight math.” 

So, let’s pause and evaluate that final sentence because that’s a telling 
insight, and isn’t often articulated as well. Essentially, what Zito is saying 
is that once you get to the stage of a franchise’s development, where 
winning is a possibility, then somebody somewhere along the line is 
probably going to get shortchanged financially in order to keep the group 
together. 

It’s similar to what happened in Toronto, with Mark Giordano, signing a 
two-year extension with the Leafs, for $800,000 per season, which gives 
the Leafs a little bit of financial wiggle room to accommodate their other 
challenges (especially in sorting out their goaltending). When Giordano 
signed, he echoed some of the thoughts of Jason Spezza in years before 
— that at this stage in his career, the dollars on the contract mattered 
less than the chance to win. And in his case, the chance to play for his 
hometown team. 

You can be sure that of all the pending UFAs that Florida is dealing with, 
the one that they’ll hope is most Giordano-like in his decision-making is 
Giroux. Now Giroux isn’t going to take the same sort of discount as 
Giordano, but if his number comes in below what he could reasonably 
get on the open market, then maybe they can bring him back. 

He was a good fit — made it clear he liked the organization and the 
marketplace. When Giroux was asked by the Philadelphia Flyers to 
waive his no-trade clause, he was willing to do it for Florida alone, which 
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limited what Flyers GM Chuck Fletcher could get for him in trade. 
Assuming Florida is where he still wants to continue his career, if the 
Panthers can get him for a decent number, they might be able to wheel 
someone else out the door. 

The obvious target in Florida would be 35-year-old Patric Hornqvist, who 
was originally brought in to provide leadership, but carries a weighty $5.3 
million cap hit for one more year. If the cost of moving out Stralman’s 
contract a year ago was a second-rounder, it might cost the Panthers 
something similar to move out Hornqvist’s money — which of course 
would also be complicated by his modified no-trade clause. 

All these potential moves are going to be inter-related and it’s like a 
jigsaw puzzle they’ll be tackling, trying to get all the pieces to fit. 

Which brings us back to the starting point, because the biggest issue with 
trading away all those draft choices is, it limits what you can to do amend 
and improve the roster this summer. You either have to make a hockey 
trade or shop the NHL bargain bin, for free agents that fall through the 
cracks, but might bring some additional grit and determination to the 
lineup. Ryan Lomberg plays that role and it’s instructive that he’s already 
been signed to a two-year extension, for a modest $50,000 annual raise. 

Goodbye Jumbo Joe? 

If this is the end for Joe Thornton, it won’t be official for a while yet. In 
departure interviews Wednesday, Thornton said he isn’t sure what his 
future holds, though it’s almost certain he wouldn’t be back with the 
Panthers next year, even at a league minimum salary. I’ve long believed 
that when the NHL opportunities run dry, Thornton will try to play a year 
or two in Switzerland, which is where his wife is from — they met during 
one of the NHL’s lockouts, though that would represent a very short 
summer, given that training camps open in Europe far earlier than they 
do in North America. 

Maybe he takes the summer to see if NHL offers come his way, and if 
they don’t, he becomes a mid-season add somewhere, though it would 
likely be Davos, since that’s where he’s played a collective 85 games 
over three different seasons, two involving NHL lockouts. 

Unlike some veteran players this season, such as Ryan Getzlaf and 
Dustin Brown, who announced their retirement plans ahead of time, 
Thornton gave no thought to doing anything similar, preferring as he said, 
to always stay in the moment. Probably not a bad idea. If this is the end, 
Thornton finishes his career with 1,714 games played, sixth all time, 
1109 assists, seventh all time. and 1,539 points, 12th all time. And yes, 
he’ll go to the Hall of Fame on the first ballot, when he’s first eligible, 
three years after his career ends — wherever that may be. 

There is a certain part of me that would like to see him and his fellow 
ageless one, Jaromir Jagr, both become eligible at the same time. 
Wouldn’t that be a spectacular HHOF class, just the two of them? 

“It was a great experience to be around him every day and the 
enthusiasm and the joy he brings to hockey,” was how Brunette 
described his relationship with Thornton. “He’s such a contagious guy to 
be around and (I) was appreciative as a young coach. Having to scratch 
a Hall of Famer is never easy, and he never made it anything about 
anything else besides just whatever the boys need to win. And there’s 
not too many players like that.” 

No, when it comes to Jumbo Joe Thornton and his enduring legacy, there 
really aren’t many players like that. They broke the mold a long time ago. 
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NHL business notebook: Capitals’ innovation, Jennifer Botterill’s 
emergence as a broadcasting star 

 

Sean Shapiro6-8 minutes 27/05/2022 

 

The Washington Capitals were knocked out of the playoffs in the first 
round on the ice, but off the ice, the Capitals were crowned the NHL’s 
most innovative team this week by Sports Innovation Lab. 

The Capitals were the only NHL team to make Sports Innovation Lab’s 
annual list of the Top 25 Most Innovative Teams In the World, checking 
in at No. 15 after not being ranked in the 2021 report. The list is formed 
using a formulaic score that looks at revenue diversification, technology 
enablement, and organization agility. 

Washington has made news in the past year for being at the forefront of 
some key financial elements that have grown increasingly important to 
the NHL. Monumental Sports, which also owns the NBA’s Washington 
Wizards, opened the first North American sportsbook inside an American 
arena in 2021. In the fall, the Capitals became the first NHL team to sell 
sponsorship on their jersey, Caesar’s Sportsbook, which will debut next 
season. 

Zach Leonsis, the President of Media & New Enterprises for Monumental 
Sports & Entertainment, was a guest on Yahoo Finance on Wednesday 
and proudly pointed to the Capitals’ gains in the sports betting space. 
These gains, according to sources, have always been key points of 
interest for other NHL teams, who are hoping to replicate something 
similar in their respective venues when either construction or legislation 
allows it. 

The Capitals have also been aggressive in the sports broadcasting 
space, launching their own over-the-top streaming network, and while the 
NHL made non-fungible token rules particularly difficult — some teams 
scrapped plans completely because of the restrictions — the Capitals 
were one of the teams that had success selling NFTs. 

“The culmination of a lot of those key investments certainly helped us 
with this list,” Leonsis said. 

The international list was dominated by European soccer clubs, with 
Barcelona and Real Madrid taking the top two spots. It should be noted 
the Philadelphia 76ers were ranked fifth on the list; the 76ers are owned 
and operated by Harris Blitzer Sports & Entertainment which also owns 
and operates the New Jersey Devils. 

When it came to North American teams the NHL was the only league 
without multiple teams included. The NBA had nine teams on the list, 
there were three from the MLB, and two from the NFL. 

Whether you’re reading this piece in the United States or Canada, you’ve 
likely seen Jennifer Botterill’s work on television during the Stanley Cup 
playoffs. 

The three-time Olympic Gold medalist is in her second season on the 
panel for Sportsnet and is also doing work as an analyst and studio 
panelist for Turner Sports in its rookie season handling NHL covering in 
the United States. 

Last weekend, Botterill was on air for Sportsnet on Friday evening in the 
studio for Game 2 of the Calgary Flames–Edmonton Oilers series, had 
an early morning flight to Atlanta to join the TNT panel for Game 3 
between the St. Louis Blues and Colorado Avalanche, and was back on 
Canadian television Sunday for Game 3 of the Battle of Alberta. 

It’s busy, heck three-in-threes aren’t even allowed for NHL players 
anymore, and Botterill has been catching up on sleep in the air to help 
stay alert on the airwaves. 

“I usually like to get some work done on the plane,” Botterill said. “But 
that’s not the case right now.” 

For Botterill, a second hockey career in broadcasting started after she 
played her final game for Team Canada in 2010, walking away with an 
Olympic Gold Medal in the process, and she was approached about 
being an analyst for the Women’s World Championships. It was a natural 
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fit and combined with keynote speaking roles, she quickly became 
comfortable holding a microphone and lessons from her playing career 
translated well — particularly when it came to preparation. 

When former players step into the broadcast booth the biggest indicator 
of success is how seriously they take the preparation and work done 
behind the scenes. You can tell as a viewer, that those who have come 
prepared make it a more enjoyable listening experience, and those who 
don’t tend to have short broadcasting careers. 

It’s something Botterill noticed early on and she approaches prepping for 
broadcasts the way she approached practice when she was playing; you 
can’t overprepare, the finer details matter. 

“I think I was always aware that it would be a part of the role. But I think I 
certainly needed to learn and to adjust the best way to prepare,” Botterill 
said. “I feel like it’s a combination of a lot of different factors that I have 
found that goes into the most helpful and thorough preparation. But as I 
think about how I’ve approached much of my life, I think I’ve always 
wanted to, I sort of describe it as this approach of wanting to pursue 
excellence.” 

When it comes to working for two different networks, and two different 
audiences, Botterill said her preparation doesn’t change much. In fact, 
there are nuances she’s been able to take from Sportsnet and apply to 
her time at Turner and vice versa. 

With Sportsnet, there is more of a captive, established audience for the 
sport — it’s Canada — with Turner this season has been about trying to 
attract a more casual audience to the sport, which the NHL feels has 
gone rather well with strong cable ratings for both TNT and TBS 
throughout the postseason. 

When it comes to speaking with Botterill, who should be in the Hockey 
Hall of Fame for her playing career, it would be remiss to not discuss the 
recent developments around the PWHPA, which recently partnered up 
with Billie Jean King in its efforts to build a sustainable professional 
women’s hockey league in North America. 

“I think it’s outstanding news,” Botterill said. “If you think about the 
communication they’ve had over the last few years, it’s been about doing 
things the right way. And some people were to do a lot why hasn’t 
anything happened yet? And for them, I think they were just working 
towards something that they thought could be sustainable, right. That’s 
been a big part of their vocabulary for sustainability… for all these 
players, in the PWHPA it wasn’t just about an individual professional 
contract, it was about having the youth and the grassroots level to have 
these athletes to look up to and to strive towards. And so I think that was 
just such a big part of their vision.” 
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NHL power rankings: The remaining teams 1-6, two goodbyes and 24 
‘rebrands’ 

 

Dom Luszczyszyn, Sean Gentille17-21 minutes 27/05/2022 

 

And then there were six — perhaps an unexpected six, at that. 

If you told us the first two teams eliminated in the second round would be 
Florida in four games and Calgary in five, we would’ve been stunned. But 
that’s why they play the games, baby — and why we rank them 
accordingly. Were we wrong about Florida and Calgary all season? No, 
we’re never wrong — we just shift the goalposts each week to make sure 
we’re more correct than the week before. That’s the Power Rankings 
Promise. 

This week we’ve got you covered with lots of words about the remaining 
six teams, the two losers, and something incredibly stupid for the other 
24 teams. You’re welcome. 

1. Tampa Bay Lightning 

Series: Won 4-0 against Florida 

Last week: 2 

Dom rank: 1 

Sean rank: 1 

Dom: After the way Tampa Bay dispatched Toronto with Andrei 
Vasilevskiy coming up clutch when needed most, everyone figured the 
Lightning weren’t messing around. They wanted a three-peat badly. But 
no Brayden Point against the deepest team in the East? That looked like 
it would be a tough battle. 

Nope. Sweep, sweep, sweep. 

I’m still dumbfounded at just how easy that series was for Tampa Bay 
while missing one of its best forwards – but it really all comes down to 
Vasilevskiy. After a so-so start to the playoffs against the Leafs, you had 
to figure he’d turn his game around for Florida. He did, and then some. In 
four games Vasilevskiy had… *checks notes* … no, that can’t be right… 
*double checks notes* … uhhh, no way… *triple checks notes* … a .981 
save percentage??? What? And also, how? 

It makes sense that it would be absurdly high considering the Panthers 
scored just three goals in four games, but .981? Good lord. Perhaps 
more impressive is putting that in the context of expectations: Florida was 
expected to score 13 goals in the series, meaning Vasilevskiy saved 10.2 
goals above expected. In just four games. Yeesh. 

Sean: And the funny thing was, the Lightning … kinda needed it? Sergei 
Bobrovsky was at .919 for the series and had games where he allowed 
one and two goals, respectively. It’s funny how this stuff works; if Toronto 
beats Vasilevskiy one more time in the first round, a big part of the 
Tampa postmortem probably would’ve revolved around how ordinary 
Vasilevskiy looked in that series. Instead, he slid into form sometime 
during the second intermission of Game 6. In the 338:12 minutes of play 
since then, he’s allowed four goals, total, against the regular season’s top 
two scoring teams and eliminated them both. Not ordinary. Not close. 

We also should probably shout out Corey Perry, who slid into Brayden 
Point’s spot on the Tampa Bay power play — in the slot, where he’s 
rarely played over the course of his career — and scored twice against 
the Panthers. He’s tied for the team lead in overall goals, with five. 
Perry’s Hart season was a while ago, but man, it must be nice to plug-
and-play a guy like that and get real, live, important production out of 
him. 

2. Colorado Avalanche 

Series: Up 3-2 on St. Louis 

Last week: 1 

Dom rank: 2 

Sean rank: 2 

Dom: Oh Colorado, you were so close. 

Up 3-0 with five minutes left in the second, up 3-1 with 10 minutes left in 
the third, and up 4-3 with a minute left after a ridiculous goal scored by 
Nathan MacKinnon. How does a team possibly lose after the immaculate 
vibes created from this Herculean effort? 

That’s an extremely tough loss after two dominant showings on the road, 
one that sprinkles some doubt about this team’s ability to get over the 
hump. The conference finals have eluded this exact team for three 
straight seasons and we’re learning each year that the hump — whatever 
it is for any team — is real. With all due respect to their opponent, this 
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shouldn’t have been that difficult of a matchup for the Avalanche and in 
Game 5 it feels more like they beat themselves than lost. 

It begs the question: do the Avs… have that dawg in ‘em? 

Sean: Starting on St. Louis early this week? Great. Either way, look at 
the Natural Stat Trick shot-attempt chart from Game 4, particularly from 
the moment the Blues cut Colorado’s lead to 3-2. 

That, my boy, is a steep downward pitch — and it lines up with what we 
watched, doesn’t it? You could almost hear the Blues tighten up over the 
TV broadcast. That’s why MacKinnon’s goal seemed so important; his 
team was in the process of, perhaps, Doing It Again, and his singular 
effort dragged them out of the muck. For a couple of minutes. 

And the fact that it didn’t — Robert Thomas ruined everyone’s fun, I 
guess — is why we watch. That’s the point. It sounds corny, but this stuff 
is hard because it’s supposed to be hard. Watching teams like the Avs try 
to fight through it and fail, and then fail, and then fail again, and maybe 
fail again, is the reason for all of this. Maybe the Blues shouldn’t be that 
difficult of a matchup for the Avs — but they are. I’m glad for that. We’ll 
talk more about them in a minute. 

Far as the Avs are concerned, this series, from a pure narrative 
perspective, is already gold. If they pull it out, they’ll get over the hump 
that most Cup teams deal with, in one way or another. Only two more 
rounds to go! And if they lose, we’ll get another awesome reminder that 
hockey is a chaotic game played by real human beings with feelings and 
brains and hang-ups. 

3. Edmonton Oilers 

Series: Won 4-1 against Calgary 

Last week: 8 

Dom rank: 3 

Sean rank: 3 

Dom: When I did my NHL bracket before the start of the playoffs, I had 
the Oilers going to the conference finals. Was this because I was a 
savant? No. Was this because I believed in the Oilers? Absolutely not. It 
was pure wishful thinking. It was me trying to manifest a playoff series 
featuring McDavid and MacKinnon, and by golly, we’re almost there. 

I never thought the Oilers were terrible — not like this guy anyways — 
but a matchup against Calgary always felt like an uphill battle. The 
Flames played the kind of defensive, heavy hockey that wins in the 
playoffs and the Oilers… did not. The Flames had very few holes 
throughout their lineup while the Oilers were basically living on a nightly 
prayer to McJesus. 

But those prayers were answered unequivocally. The Oilers’ edge in this 
series was that they had the best player in it and, well, we all saw what 
happened next. McDavid was an absolute force in the first four games 
and when he’s playing like that, this team feels inevitable and 
unstoppable. Add Leon Draisaitl earning 17 points in five games (!) one 
leg (!?!) and Edmonton has a duo that’s strong enough to get them to the 
conference finals. 

A lot of people have discredited this team, their depth, and their goalie all 
season and that continued throughout the playoffs. I don’t think enough 
people were paying attention to what this team has looked like since Jay 
Woodcroft took over — their numbers were elite, and they showed that 
by dominating an elite Flames team. 

The Oilers’ roster construction may not be a traditional work of art, but 
there’s beauty in their abstract chaos. It’s a Picasso, and it’s going to the 
third round. 

Sean: I think we’ve all said enough about Connor McDavid, at least 
momentarily. Lil’ buddy wrote something particularly good about him 
ahead of Game 5, and we’re about to get another full series’ worth of 
who-knows-what. I’ll take that. 

But … Leon Draisaitl and McDavid have the same amount of points. I 
know the aesthetics aren’t the same — but McDavid also has two good 
ankles. If we’re grading on a curve, it’s probably a little closer than we’ve 
made it out to be. 

As for the rest of the Oilers’ roster? I don’t think it’s good, and I can’t pick 
Mike Smith to win another series, much joy as he’s brought into my life. 
But that’s all part of the fun. The greatness at the top, plus the work that 
Woodcroft has done, is compelling. We’re lucky to watch it. And really, 
Woodcroft is a gem. The dude started out as a video coach and was a 
longtime NHL assistant and AHL head coach before getting a big job, 
and he’s more than ready. 

I’m convinced that Woodcroft is a cerebral assassin. 

4. Carolina Hurricanes 

Series: Up 3-2 on the Rangers 

Last week: 4 

Dom rank: 4 

Sean rank: 4 

Dom: This one is a really simple write-up. 

Hurricanes at home:   

Hurricanes on the road:   

Sean: The Hurricanes are a lot better at scoring shorthanded goals in 
Raleigh than they are in New York. In my opinion, they should try to get 
one of those each game. Rod Brind’Amour, contact me for my Venmo 
handle. 

Thursday’s power-kill superstar was Vincent Trocheck. He’s at four 
playoff goals and eight points total, and probably making himself some 
extra scratch in the process. Nazem Kadri is the best center set to hit the 
free-agency market, but Trocheck is in second place by himself.  His 1.93 
points/60 is 83rd among players with at least 1,500 minutes played the 
last two seasons, between Jack Hughes and Ondrej Palat. He turns 29 in 
July. Sounds like a pretty good 2C to me. 

Far as the Hurricanes’ big-time success at home is concerned — they’ve 
won all seven they’ve played at PNC Arena and lost all five elsewhere — 
part of the explanation seems simple enough. In the first round, they 
played the Bruins, who have one good line. In this round, they’re playing 
the Rangers, who’ve generally regressed at five-on-five and are coached 
by a guy, in Gerard Gallant, who doesn’t worry much about line 
matchups even when he has last change. Plus the Canes are good in 
general. Mystery solved! 

5. St. Louis Blues 

Series: Down 3-2 against Colorado 

Last week: 6 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: We asked earlier if the Avs had that dawg in ‘em and it’s partly 
because the team on the other side so clearly does. What analytics is 
missing is a team’s “that dawg in ‘em per 60” and the Blues have It. 
They’re an extremely resilient group and that was on full display in Game 
5 with an incredible comeback that no reasonable person expected. 
Maybe it shouldn’t have been considering the championship pedigree on 
this side of the aisle compared to the second-round ghosts on the other 
side. 

The Blues themselves deserve a tonne of credit for keeping this series as 
close as it has been. Yes, they were down 3-1 at one point and got 
clowned in Game 4, but there’s still been marked improvement compared 
to a year ago. Last year’s series against Colorado wasn’t remotely close, 
with St. Louis earning just 36 percent of the expected goals at five-on-five 
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and 31 percent in all situations. This year the Blues are at 42 and 46 
percent, respectively. That’s pretty good considering the opponent. 

Sean: Game 5 wasn’t my favorite of the playoffs so far, but it was reeeeal 
close. The Blues’ first comeback, mixed with the Avs’ track record, was 
enough of a slow burn to get it in the neighborhood. Then we saw an all-
timer of a goal. Then we saw a last-minute swerve and an overtime goal. 
Like I said: This is why we watch. There was nothing unreasonable about 
what we saw, either. The Avs got tight, and the Blues are tough as hell. 
It’s not rocket science. 

And good on Thomas for coming through in a big way, scoring the Blues’ 
second and fourth goals of the night. His lack of production, especially 
after the regular season, was sorely missed. Ryan O’Reilly can only do 
so much. 

I’m not going to pick Ville Husso to beat the Avs two more times; I can’t 
get myself into that space. But I’m happy to watch him try, and I won’t be 
shocked if they pull it off. Nobody should be. 

6. New York Rangers 

Series: Tied 2-2 with Carolina 

Last week: 7 

Dom rank: 6 

Sean rank: 6 

Dom: The first four games of the series were really encouraging if you 
were a Rangers fan. Igor Shesterkin continued to be unreal, but the team 
was actually playing the Hurricanes evenly at five-on-five. After getting 
dominated nightly by the Penguins it felt like the Rangers were in for a 
world of hurt against the Corsi Canes — but that wasn’t the story. 
Through four games the Rangers were actually controlling play at evens 
with 52.7 percent of the expected goals. Combine that with not allowing a 
single power-play goal against and things were really looking up for New 
York. 

And then Game 5 happened and a lot of that goodwill went out the 
window. Carolina got its first power-play goal of the series and absolutely 
dominated play for the entirety of the night. The final expected goals tally: 
3.8-1.4 in favor of the Canes. That’s much closer to what a lot of us 
expected and that’s bad news for the Rangers. 

The good news: the next game is at home, aka on the road for Carolina. 
We’ll see what New York can muster in Game 7. 

7. Calgary Flames 

Series: Lost 4-1 to Edmonton 

Last week: 3 

Dom rank: 7 

Sean rank: 7 

Dom: The Flames got jobbed on that disallowed goal. Plain and simple. 
We should be talking about a Game 6 for the Battle of Alberta. 

But we’re not, and that’s because of what happened in Games 2 through 
5 — and a lot of Game 6 too. The Flames were just not good enough all 
series. This is an Oilers team they should’ve been able to outplay, but for 
large parts of the series they let the Oilers dictate the terms of the series. 
They had no answer for the top line and Jacob Markstrom looked like a 
rent-a-goalie. Everything that could go wrong did as the Flames just 
didn’t have the horses for a track-meet style series. 

So we can sit here and talk about the disallowed goal – but they were 
down 3-1 for a reason. With the way they were playing and the way the 
game went, an Oilers tying goal and McDavid winning it in overtime 
anyways was probably destiny. This wasn’t Calgary’s series because the 
Flames never imposed a Calgary-style series. 

Sean: Forget the Coleman non-goal, ridiculous as that was. I will say, my 
big question was where, exactly, was his skate supposed to be? Contact 
with Mike Smith and Cody Ceci basically took out both of his legs. Stupid, 
stupid, stupid. 

Ultimately though, that series-ending goal had a little bit of everything for 
the Flames, didn’t it? The entire top of their lineup — Noah Hanifin–
Rasmus Andersson and Johnny Gaudreau–Elias Lindholm–Matthew 
Tkachuk — were on the ice. McDavid wound up with the puck on his 
stick, thanks to a brutal clear attempt from Hanifin and an aborted board 
battle by Gaudreau. Markstrom whiffed on a pretty standard shot, an 
unscreened wrister by McDavid from the circles. 

That’s why they lost. That’s why they’re done. Their top line and Vezina 
finalist weren’t good enough, and McDavid and Leon Draisaitl made them 
pay. I can’t shake Markstrom’s involvement, in particular. He was sub-
.900 in all five games and allowed more than nine goals above expected 
at five-on-five. Nine! We’ll see what comes out of Calgary’s break-up day, 
but that wasn’t the guy we saw in the regular season. Wasn’t even the 
guy we saw against Dallas. For the record, Thursday was his 75th game 
overall. 

8. Florida Panthers 

Series: Lost 4-0 against Tampa Bay 

Last week: 5 

Dom rank: 8 

Sean rank: 8 

Dom: I really did not see Florida Panthers: Paper Tiger coming. They do 
not deserve a written postmortem. This picture should suffice. 

Sean: All those comebacks take their toll. Can’t even blame Sergei 
Bobrovsky for this one. 

The Minnesota Mild? The Florida Kittens? When a team disappoints 
heavily there’s no shortage of rebranding opportunities to note just how 
bad they pooched it. While the remaining 24 teams may have a proud 
heritage regarding their current namesake, perhaps they shouldn’t. 
Because they stink. 

Here are some new team names for everyone. Our goal: some 
enterprising individual will mock up some new logos for everyone. That 
won’t be us though, we’re lazy. You can tell by how dumb some of these 
are. 

9. Toronto Maple Leafs 

Eliminated by Tampa Bay 

Rebrand: Toronto Maple Leafs 

(Note: The Leafs are already synonymous with disappointment, they do 
not need a rebrand.) 

10. Pittsburgh Penguins 

Eliminated by the Rangers 

Rebrand: Pittsburgh Pingus 

11. Boston Bruins 

Eliminated by Carolina 

Rebrand: Boston Cubs 

12. Washington Capitals 

Eliminated by Florida 

Rebrand: washington lowercase letters 

13. Dallas Stars 

Eliminated by Calgary 
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Rebrand: Dallas Guys 

14. Minnesota Wild 

Eliminated by St. Louis 

Rebrand: Minnesota Mild, obviously 

15. Los Angeles Kings 

Eliminated by Edmonton 

Rebrand: Los Angeles Jesters 

16. Nashville Predators 

Eliminated by Colorado  

Rebrand: Nashville Prey 

17. Vancouver Canucks 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Vancouver Bennings 

18. Vegas Golden Knights 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Reno Pawns 

19. Winnipeg Jets 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Winnipeg Kites 

20. New York Islanders 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: New York Knicks (Hockey’s Version) 

21. Buffalo Sabres 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Buffalo Sporks 

22. Anaheim Ducks 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: The Meek Ducks of Disneyland 

23. San Jose Sharks 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: San Jose No-Trade Clauses 

24. Columbus Blue Jackets 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Columbus Denim Jackets 

25. Ottawa Senators 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: The Senate 

26. Detroit Red Wings 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Detroit Dead Things 

27. Chicago Blackhawks 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Chicago Jagoffs 

28. New Jersey Devils 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Three-time Reigning Offseason Champions 

29. Seattle Kraken 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Seattle Squids 

30. Philadelphia Flyers 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Philadelphia Suez Canal Boats 

31. Montreal Canadiens 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Montreal Americans 

32. Arizona Coyotes 

Missed playoffs 

Rebrand: Arizona State Coyotes 
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LeBrun: Even Wayne Gretzky is running out of words to describe Connor 
McDavid’s magic 

 

Pierre LeBrun6-7 minutes 27/05/2022 

 

CALGARY — Connor McDavid was last to enter his dressing room 
postgame and the roar of his teammates upon his entry could be heard 
halfway around the arena. 

The overtime hero capped a remarkable performance in the Battle of 
Alberta, not just his 12 points but the manner in which he produced, 
cracking open a stingy Flames team like he was playing pond hockey. 

There were plays and moments in this series from No. 97 that simply 
took your breath away. 

“That was unreal,’’ Wayne Gretzky said after the Oilers’ 5-4 series-
clinching win in Game 5. “Pretty unique. I don’t know if words can 
describe it.” 

I guess Gretzky now feels how the rest of us did during his own heyday; 
we ran out of words to describe his domination some nights. 

I think back to Gretzky’s overtime goal against Calgary in Game 2 of the 
Smythe Division final in 1988. In this very rink. 

Now McDavid has his own OT magic to win the Battle of Alberta. His goal 
celebration said it all. That was an iconic moment in a career that will 
have plenty others. 

“That was great,’’ McDavid said. “Hard to put into words what that meant 
to me. Got great performances from a bunch of different guys. Just 
happy to contribute on a night where I maybe didn’t have my best.’’ 

Imagine what that self-standard must look like. Just happy to contribute? 
Yeah, ok. 

McDavid has lifted a franchise on his shoulders and raised his game to a 
level over the last few weeks that’s never been seen before. Plain and 
simple. 
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“Auston Matthews will get a lot of votes and is very deserving of the Hart 
Trophy (if he wins it) but I just really felt over the last 25 games of the 
season, Connor put the team on his back and has gone to another level,’’ 
Gretzky said. 

Flames head coach Darryl Sutter said Thursday night after the series that 
the best player won the series. 

No one’s going to argue that on the Oilers. 

“He means everything to us,’’ Leon Draisaitl said. 

And how about Draisaitl? Hobbling into the series and playing through an 
injury, he ends up with 17 points in the five games and seemed to get 
better with every game. 

Gretzky said he had a feeling before the game that Draisaitl would need 
to have a night for the Oilers to be able to clinch the series. 

“That’s exactly what happened, Leon was special tonight and 
consequently, Connor got the big goal and Leon made the play,’’ said 
Gretzky, who had a few of those moments with a guy named Jari Kurri on 
his wing. 

Draisaitl’s four-assist night left him tied for the NHL playoff-scoring lead 
with McDavid at 26 points. 

“He was amazing,’’ McDavid said of Draisaitl. “That’s all you can really 
say. It’s hard to really put into words how amazing he was out there. 
Every single game he dominated from start to finish. It was fun to watch.’’ 

The series-clinching win also featured Oilers head coach Jay Woodcroft 
tinkering with his lines after a slow start, most notably swapping Zach 
Hyman and Evander Kane, the former joining McDavid’s line with 
Draisaitl. Which produced results. 

There have been few missteps by the rookie Oilers head coach since he 
took over Feb. 10, which was noted by Gretzky. 

“Jay Woodcroft deserves a lot of credit,” Gretzky said. “He came in and 
really changed the complexion of the team. As crazy as it sounds, he cut 
back Connor and Leon’s ice time a little bit, not a lot, but a little bit. Which 
enticed other guys in that group to feel part of it. 

“Consequently, he ended up with a third and fourth line that were battling 
for ice time and contributing to the team. That goes a long way. Connor 
and Leon weren’t as exhausted after every game.’’ 

As the Oilers celebrated on the ice Thursday night, I thought back to a 
few years ago when things were pretty bleak. 

“There’s something in the water here.” 

It was a zinger of a comment from Oilers CEO Bob Nicholson at a 
January 2019 news conference announcing Peter Chiarelli’s firing as GM 
that certainly resonated. 

“There’s something in the water here in Edmonton we don’t have right,’’ 
Nicholson said at the time. “And we’ve got to get that figured out.’’ 

Three and a half years later, with a few soul-crushing playoff losses 
along the way, and even a coaching change to help save this season, 
McDavid’s crew has finally broken through to another level. 

They’re only halfway to where they want to be this spring but in the 
context of what felt like a path to nowhere back in January 2019, certainly 
a feeling of accomplishment as far as what things should in fact look like 
when you’ve got the best player in the world on your team and you 
assemble the pieces around him. 

“You know what, it’s the whole group, Connor’s the leader but there’s so 
many other players that have stepped up,’’ Nicholson said Thursday. 

“(GM) Ken Holland has brought so much expertise into it, has created a 
real culture of winning. When Jay (Woodcroft) came in, I have to give Jay 
a lot of credit, he made a team. We had great players but he really made 

it a team. To me that’s what it’s about, the whole organization making the 
team we are. 

“But winning the Battle of Alberta is special. It’s special in hockey and 
special in this province.’’ 

Is it ever. 

“It’s just really a special moment for the entire city of Edmonton,’’ Gretzky 
said. “I think they’re probably as happy as they’ve ever been winning a 
playoff series.’’ 

Nothing wrong with the water in Edmonton now. 

Other than they’ve got a player who apparently can walk on it. 

Before we hung up, Gretzky asked me to tell McDavid how happy he was 
for him scoring that huge goal. 

I passed on the message. McDavid smiled. 

This was a night he won’t soon forget. 
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Down Goes Brown: Take the ‘Who Didn’t He Play For?’ quiz (Playoff 
Hero edition) 

 

Sean McIndoe2-2 minutes 27/05/2022 

 

We’re two rounds into the playoffs, and as always, plenty of heroes are 
emerging. Some of them are names you expect, like the unstoppable 
Connor McDavid, the red-hot Andrei Vasilevskiy, or Artemi Panarin and 
Johnny Gaudreau, who have both scored Game 7 OT winners. But there 
have also been the surprising names, with guys like Nick Paul, Ian Cole 
and Louis Domingue having big moments. 

That’s part of the fun of the postseason, as the ultimate team sport allows 
individuals to take the spotlight, however briefly. Sometimes it’s the 
expected performance from a superstar, sometimes it’s the start of a new 
phase of someone’s career, and sometimes it’s just one of those flukes 
that never happens again. Often, those last ones are the best of all. 

Today, let’s remember some playoff heroes of the past with the return of 
Who Didn’t He Play For? It’s a simple quiz, one where I give you a player 
and four teams and you tell me which one he never played for. If you’ve 
missed the previous editions, you can test your knowledge of Hall of 
Famers, some Hall of Very Good guys, and the goaltenders. Fair 
warning: This one is going to be a bit tougher than those last three, 
because some of these guys end up being more obscure than others. 
But it’s the playoffs, we all have to raise our games. 

(Important note that is bold and also even italicized but some people still 
somehow miss: If the quiz below isn’t loading properly or you’re having 
trouble scrolling on your phone, use this direct link instead. Please do not 
make me break out the <blink> tag.) 
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ESPN / 2022 Stanley Cup playoffs - Cale Makar, the 'unstoppable 
defenseman' 

 

Greg Wyshynski 
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Finally, after three seasons, we might have discovered a part of hockey 
that Cale Makar can't absolutely dominate. 

It was the beginning of the second round of the 2022 Stanley Cup 
playoffs. In comparison to some of his Colorado Avalanche teammates, 
Makar was practically fresh-faced: a reedy mustache, unconnected to 
some postseason scruff framing his jawline under cheeks that are in a 
near-constant state of blush. 

"Have you given up on a playoff beard?" a reporter asked the 23-year-old 
defenseman. 

To be asked if one has given up on a beard while actively attempting to 
grow one spoke volumes about a lack of follicle volume. But Makar, 
undaunted and impressively optimistic, responded: "I'm just going to let it 
go and see where it takes us." 

In that sense, Cale Makar's beard captures the essence of Cale Makar 
the player: Just let him go and see what happens. Teammates and 
opponents alike have witnessed his incomparable speed on the back 
end, combined with offensive prowess that leaves them all guessing what 
he's going to do next. 

"You never know what to expect," one NHL veteran said. "You can 
prescout him. A lot of guys have tendencies. But you don't know what 
you're getting with Makar. He's so quick-moving, especially side-to-side." 

Another NHL veteran who has taken on Makar added: "You never know 
what he's going to be that night. He could shimmy me, spin-o-rama me or 
he can fire it right through me. There are just so many ways that he can 
attack you." 

Former Norris Trophy winner P.K. Subban can't help but be in awe. 

"I've got a man crush on Makar," said Subban, who played last season 
with the New Jersey Devils. "With how he moves out there. His hockey 
IQ? Through the roof. His shot? Really good. But it's his skating ability 
that's separates him from everyone else." 

Makar is the favorite to win the Norris Trophy after finishing second to 
Adam Fox of the New York Rangers in 2020-21. Both are great young 
defensemen, worthy of their accolades. But ask around the NHL and it's 
clear that while Fox is outstanding, Makar is something different. 
Something generational. 

"I wouldn't rate Adam Fox as an unstoppable defenseman," one NHL 
veteran said. "He's not super dynamic. He's just really smart and makes 
the right plays around him. But with Makar, he can get the puck and do it 
all entirely himself. 

"Makar is a game-breaker. He's an unstoppable defenseman." 

Makar was born in Calgary, Alberta, where he grew up playing youth 
hockey before eventually joining the Alberta Junior Hockey League. In 
2017, Elite Prospects called him "one of the purest talents to ever crop 
up out of the AJHL" and wrote that "Makar's potential is that of a 
traditional franchise defender that can do it all." 

He was recruited early by UMass, as assistant coach Joey Gasparini 
scouted Makar playing midget hockey for the Calgary Flames AAA 
program, before his stint with the Brooks Bandits in the AJHL. According 
to the Grand Forks Herald, Gasparini had a good working relationship 
with the Bandits' head coach, which helped UMass get even more 
entrenched. Makar committed to UMass in August 2015, tweeting "I am 
excited to announce my commitment to UMass Amherst!" 

Makar was drafted by the Avalanche at No. 4 overall in 2017, a lofty 
position for an NCAA player. When he was selected, the Sportsnet 
broadcast said that Makar was "offense, offense, offense ... and then 

maybe he looks back at his blue line and then more offense," peddling a 
stereotype of the "one-dimensional" offensive defenseman. 

Avalanche coach Jared Bednar said that Makar's decision to stay at 
UMass for a second season, rather than leaping right to the NHL in 2017-
18, made him a better player and person. 

"I think it helped him immensely. I like the maturity in him to say, 'I think I 
could help now,' but then deciding to stay. I think he had a great year in 
his first year," Bednar said. "A good motto is 'go dominate the level that 
you're at before you move to the next one.' I think Cale was probably 
brought up that way, knowing the character of his family, and I think he's 
emulated that through his whole career." 

Makar helped lead a revival of the program. UMass won its first Hockey 
East regular-season title in 2019-20, the same season he won the Hobey 
Baker Award as the NCAA's top men's player, and helped bring the 
Minutemen to the NCAA championship, where they lost in the final to 
Minnesota Duluth. 

"I've been a coach at this level for seven years now and he's far and 
away the best player I've seen on the ice at this level," UMass' Greg 
Carvel told ESPN in 2019. "If you're around people who are performing at 
a high level, it inspires you to do the same. What Cale does on the ice 
during games and in practice, it inspires me to coach better." 

Makar's NHL debut was memorable, parachuting into the 2019 Stanley 
Cup playoffs three days after winning the Hobey Baker. He scored what 
would be the game-winning goal against the Flames in Game 3 of their 
series. 

"I heard him calling for [the puck] in his first game ever," said Avalanche 
star Nathan MacKinnon. "He's yelling 'three, three, three,' at me. That's 
great, you want a player to be aggressive and assertive, and I was really 
impressed by that." 

Makar finished his first postseason with six points in 10 games. His first 
NHL season was 2019-20, and he had 50 points in 57 games, won the 
Calder Trophy and finished ninth for the Norris. His second campaign 
was a point-per-game season -- 44 points in 44 games in 2020-21 -- and 
he eclipsed that pace in 2021-22, as offense in the NHL soared to its 
highest level since the mid-1990s. Makar had 86 points in 77 games, 
trailing only Nashville Predators defenseman Roman Josi, who had an 
astonishing 96 points in 80 games. 

"I looked up to him a lot growing up, and even during the season, too," 
Makar said of Josi. 

Makar and Josi met in the first round of the playoffs this year. Colorado 
swept Nashville. Josi had two points in four games. Makar had 10 points 
in four games, which were the most in league history by a defenseman 
through four games in any playoff year, according to the NHL. 

Advantage: Makar. 

"He might be the best player in the league right now," MacKinnon said 
after the sweep, before upping the ante considerably. 

"He might be one of the best [defensemen] to ever play by the end of his 
career, at this rate." 

What makes Makar better than other defensemen -- now or in the past -- 
is his skating. 

"He does everything really, really well. But his skating separates him from 
everyone else. And I'm not talking about skating fast. I'm talking about 
skating effortlessly," Subban said. "He's explosive. His mobility, his 
deceptiveness ... he's in the category with Connor McDavid in terms of 
skating. He can do it all. He's a special player and will be a special player 
for a long time." 

That skating manifests as Makar's raw speed in end-to-end rushes. It's 
also the reason Makar can make a crowd gasp by simply moving the 
puck, whether it's a small deke to move around a forechecker on a zone 
exit or walking the blue-line tightrope on the power play. 
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"He's incredible. With the puck. Without the puck. He just skates so well," 
one NHL veteran said. 

Tactically, his skating allows him to create offensive separation from 
opposing players. "He's clearly the No. 1 offensive defensemen in the 
game in finding open space," an NHL analyst said. 

But his speed also is an asset defensively. Remember that draft 
assessment of Makar? "Offense, offense, offense?" The default 
assessment of offensive defensemen is that they ignore the defensive 
end of the ice. Erik Karlsson, who might have been the last game-
breaking defenseman before Makar, was frequently maligned for his 
defensive ability. 

Not so with Makar. 

"Makar has never been below replacement defensively," one NHL 
analyst noted. "With high-caliber offensive defensemen like Brent Burns 
or Morgan Rielly, they almost always give up something on defense to 
generate their offense. Makar doesn't do that at all." 

Another analyst added: "What makes him so special is his ability to use 
the skating ability defensively to close gap time and space for opponents, 
and take the puck away. The controlled aggressiveness and attacking 
mindset he plays with offensively has become an aspect of the way he 
defends." 

It's undeniable that Makar benefits from an elite defensive partnership 
with Devon Toews. They played over 830 minutes together this season 
at 5-on-5, earning 59% of the shot attempts and 58% of the expected 
goals. 

"I feel like he just does everything well," Makar said of Toews. "It always 
feels like if one of us is up, the other one is back. It's finding different 
ways to expose their forecheck, especially in the neutral zone. We just 
work well together." 

But typically, it's Toews hanging back so Makar can go, which is one of 
the reasons why Makar had the second-most even-strength points 
among defensemen this season -- and one of the reasons why he's a 
Norris finalist again. 

"As long as I can help the team and contribute, it's not about those 
individual accolades," Makar said. 

It's the kind of sentiment Bednar loves to hear from his star defenseman. 

"It's a deep desire to win and to help our team win and be the best that 
he can possibly be," he said. "He's high character, obviously. A great 
leader. Wants to be a difference-maker every time he puts his skates on. 
That's how he goes about his business." 

It's Year 3 for Makar in the NHL. It's exhilarating to think about how the 
careers of these generational players will play out -- Makar, McDavid, 
Auston Matthews. Like MacKinnon said, Makar might end up being one 
of the best of all time. 

Unless, of course, the rest of the NHL figures out how to stop the 
unstoppable. 

"Eventually, guys are going to get a bit of a book on him, you'd think. 
Especially in the playoffs, where it's so focused and intense," one NHL 
veteran said. "But so far, he's been a hell of a player." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Avalanche finally clear second-round hurdle, earn date 
with Oilers 

 

Ken Wiebe 

May 28, 2022, 2:11 AM 

 

That sound you hear is a collective deep breath, a natural response to all 
of the scar tissue that had been left behind, a not-so-friendly reminder of 
opportunities lost over the years. 

For as much heartbreak as the Colorado Avalanche had suffered in 
being ousted from the second round in each of the past three editions of 
the Stanley Cup Playoffs, that narrative was tossed into the trash can 
when Darren Helm scored with 5.6 seconds left in regulation time to 
secure a 3-2 victory over the St. Louis Blues in Game 6 on Friday night at 
Enterprise Center. 

Replacing that pain was a feeling of jubilation, but of the temporary kind. 

There is a long-standing belief that often before a team can experience 
the unadulterated joy of getting to the top of the mountain, it must first 
overcome some pain along the way -- sometimes plenty of it. 

Learning from early exits is often the rule, not the exception. 

Case in point, the Avalanche are advancing to the Western Conference 
Final for the first time since 2002. 

'We're going to enjoy this one' Helm after scoring game-winner vs. Blues 

“Absolutely. we’ve been through some dark times together and some 
tough times, being way at the bottom of the league together and now 
obviously our team has changed a lot over the last handful of years and 
gotten better as a team and taken ownership of this team and what we’re 
doing on the ice and off the ice as well,” Avalanche captain Gabe 
Landeskog told reporters in St. Louis. 

“Obviously, it’s rewarding getting over this hump. At the same time, we 
have a big goal in mind. I feel the best is ahead.” 

The Avalanche open the third round on Tuesday night in Denver against 
the Edmonton Oilers. 

Part of the reason they got there was because of a sprawling save by 
Avalanche defenceman Josh Manson, who activated street hockey 
goalie mode to prevent Blues forward Jordan Kyrou from giving his team 
a two-goal cushion late in the second period. 

Avalanche's Manson bails out Kuemper with goal line save on Kyrou 

“Well, there was a bit of a panic, to be honest with you, because they 
made a good play,” said Manson, who scored the overtime winner in 
Game 1 of this series. “Once it went to Kyrou, I knew he was a really 
patient player and I had a feeling he was going to hold on to that thing 
and once I saw him take the step, I just was hoping that it would hit me.” 

Much to the delight of Avalanche goalie Darcy Kuemper, who wasn’t 
nearly as busy as Ville Husso. The Blues goalie played his best game of 
the series since taking over from Jordan Binnington (who suffered a knee 
injury in Game 3) and finished with 36 saves. 

"I'm not going to complain about the guys playing the whole game down 
there,” said Kuemper, who made 18 saves. “It's a little bit of a challenge 
for sure, staying sharp and being ready for the next shot. I have a lot of 
confidence in the skill and talent of our group that when we're playing like 
that we're eventually going to score. I just try to keep my focus of not 
allowing them to get another one. Obviously, we're not giving up many 
chances. And then I just know if we stick with it, we'll eventually pop a 
couple." 

After Avalanche centre Nathan MacKinnon was the star of the show in 
Game 5, supplying a hat trick (including a highlight-reel marker) and 
adding an assist in the crushing 5-4 overtime loss, the supporting cast 
was all over the scoresheet on Friday. 

After getting just one goal from the third and fourth lines through the first 
five games of the series, the Avalanche got a pair of goals from J.T. 
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Compher -- erasing two separate one-goal deficits before Helm supplied 
the heroics. 

Helm, who spent the previous 14 seasons of his career with the Detroit 
Red Wings before signing a one-year deal for $1 million with Colorado, 
cashed in on the 13-year anniversary of producing his only playoff 
overtime winner (one that gave the Red Wings a 2-1 win over the 
Chicago Blackhawks). 

“I had no idea. Pretty special day,” said Helm, who suited up in the 92nd 
playoff game of his career. 

After Tyler Bozak kept the Blues' season alive on Wednesday with an OT 
winner, it seemed fitting that the fourth-line centre on the Avalanche 
came back with the final counterpunch. 

Landeskog wasn’t calling the 35-year-old Helm old, but he did reference 
watching him when he was a member of the 2008 Stanley Cup 
champions. 

“There’s no other guy who deserves it as much as he does,” said 
Landeskog. “You talk about his work ethic but you know, he’s a guy who 
comes to the rink, (with a) smile on his face, gets along with everybody, 
leads by example. 

“Obviously he’s been around for a long time. I remember being a 
teenager back home in Sweden, watching him on those Cup runs with 
the Red Wings in '08 and '09. It’s been a pleasure playing with him and 
obviously he steps up big tonight. I thought that whole line was one of our 
better lines all night. They were in the O-zone every single shift and you 
know, that’s crucial at this time of year.” 

Depth is essential on the road to the 16 wins required to win it all. 

Unsung heroes shine for Avalanche as they clinch series vs. Blues 

The Avalanche lost minute-munching defenceman Samuel Girard for the 
remainder of the playoffs to a broken sternum in Game 3, yet there was 
veteran Erik Johnson leading the rush in the waning seconds of Game 6. 

And there was Manson, the valuable trade deadline acquisition, making a 
miraculous save and chipping in an assist on Friday to go along with his 
Game 1 OT winner. 

Looking for the guy who set up the final goal of the series? 

None other than fourth-line winger Logan O’Connor, who just so 
happened to be a healthy scratch in the first two games against the Blues 
before scoring a goal in Game 3 and assisting on the series clincher. 

“I know it’s a cliché but you look at any team that wins, everybody’s 
chipping in and that’s kind of been our team this year in the playoffs,” 
said MacKinnon. “It’s a crazy game, hockey, and that’s what makes it 
exciting.” 

There will be plenty of time to dissect what should be a tremendous West 
Final, as MacKinnon and Connor McDavid get set to face one another for 
the first time in the playoffs. 

While he answered an obligatory question about the matchup, 
MacKinnon wasn’t about to brush aside what the Avalanche had just 
done either. 

You can’t blame him, especially considering all of the times he’s been 
asked about past team failures, even as he’s piled up incredibly 
impressive individual numbers in the playoffs (36 goals, 82 points in 60 
games). 

“It means a lot. I think you really have to enjoy the journey. That’s the 
most important thing we’re going to look back on is the journey of getting 
to this point,” said MacKinnon. “There will only be four teams soon and 
obviously the job’s not finished, but that’s a great accomplishment for us. 

“A lot of challenges (facing the Oilers). Obviously they have two of the 
most dangerous players in the league right now. Maybe three with 
(Evander) Kane and a really deep team. Their structure is underrated. 

Playing Edmonton all year, they have a really tight structure with Jay 
(Woodcroft) there. 

"So, it’s a tough team to play against. They don’t give you much and 
they’re committed to both sides of the puck, despite the narrative around 
that team. Obviously that’s probably changing now, but a really tough 
team to play against. It’s going to be a full-team effort to shut those guys 
down. Got to stay out of the box as well, but we’re confident. We feel if 
we play our best, we can get it done against anybody.” 

Get 4 Months of SN NOW for Only $50. 

SN NOW has launched a new pass in time for the Stanley Cup Playoffs. 
Save 17% by signing up for a 4 Month SN NOW STANDARD pass and 
stream every game of the Stanley Cup Playoffs, Blue Jays & MLB, 
Raptors & NBA and more. 

Coach Jared Bednar was reflective in his post-game comments, just as 
he had been all series. 

He was proud of his group, yet not shying away from the fact the task 
was about to get tougher. 

Praising the effort, but asking for more. 

It’s a fine line between winning and losing when you make it this far, yet 
the belief Bednar helped instill in this group was evident throughout this 
series. 

The Avalanche were not overwhelmed when things didn’t go their way. 

Not only did they push back, they persevered. 

So what changed this time around? 

“It’s likely the experience of what’s gone on in the past,” said Bednar. “It’s 
hard. It’s really hard. Everyone just thinks, ‘oh, Colorado’s got a good 
team, they should win the Cup.’ Well, there are a lot of good teams in the 
league and every team presents a different challenge. I still look at it like 
– I’m really happy. 

“Hopefully, our guys take a breath and we get even better moving 
forward because we’ll have to. We’re only halfway to our goal is the way I 
look at it. There’s only one winner. We want it to be us and our focus is 
that. I’m happy. I’m proud of our guys. I’m proud of our season to this 
point, but we’re just starting the work.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / NHL defends no-goal call on Flames' Coleman: 'It was 
unanimous' 

 

Eric Francis May 27, 2022, 6:29 PM 

 

CALGARY — Despite what an angry, confused Calgary fan base thinks 
about Blake Coleman’s disallowed goal, the four men in charge of 
overturning it are convinced they got the call right. 

Flames GM Brad Treliving is convinced they are wrong. 

While everyone, including Treliving, agrees the call isn’t what cost the 
Flames the series, the reality is a huge percentage of people in the 
hockey world disagree Coleman’s late goal in Game 5 involved a distinct 
kicking motion.       

"Last night it was unanimous amongst the four of us, the puck was 
pushed over the line in intentional fashion," explained Mike Murphy, the 
NHL’s senior vice-president of hockey operations.  
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"You can stop a puck into the net and you can redirect it into the net, but 
you can't drag or push a puck into the net. We saw him pushing the puck 
into the net." 

That doesn’t mean it was an easy decision. 

"It's as difficult a call as we've had the last few years,” admitted senior 
vice-president of hockey operations Colin Campbell, who has final say on 
decisions like these. 

"We felt there was a distinct kicking motion and he propelled the puck 
deliberately into the net. 

There's no such thing as, 'the blade has to be on the ice.' You can kick a 
puck without taking your foot off the ice.” 

Campbell and Murphy were huddled up in the NHL's war room in Toronto 
with former player Kris King and former official Bill McCreary late 
Thursday when the Flames forward appeared to score the go-ahead goal 
off his skate with six minutes left in a 4-4 game against Edmonton. 

As Coleman drove the net for a puck that was evidently trickling into the 
net anyway, his right foot got caught in Oilers goalie Mike Smith’s pads, 
while defenceman Cody Ceci was hanging off his back. 

Just before he fell to the ice, his left skate extended into the puck, 
knocking it across the goal line. 

All four men in the war room immediately started looking at replays, 
conscious not to share their initial thoughts aloud. 

"Sometimes slow motion can fool you so we also look at it at regular 
speed," said Campbell. 

"We always try to draw upon consistency and, 'is there any way we can 
allow this.' Was he being pushed, was there a defection? 

"We talked to (referee) Wes (McCauley) on the phone and after 
consulting with everyone we felt it was kicked in." 

Referee Eric Furlatt then stunned the Saddledome crowd, and a good 
chunk of the viewing audience, with the announcement that was followed 
later in the evening by Connor McDavid’s series-ending goal in overtime. 

A well-deserved series win, no question. 

And while Treliving was quick to insist he’s not blaming the series loss on 
the call, he disagrees with it.  

He’s told the league as much. 

"This has nothing to do with the outcome of the series, but this is the 
wrong call," said Treliving, who had several fellow colleagues sending 
him videos of similar goals that weren’t called back. 

"I honestly have no idea what the rule is, because there’s no distinct 
kicking motion. I throw my hands up and leave it to Toronto.” 

Being victimized by the league's video review system is nothing new for 
the Flames, who had a potential Cup-winning goal by Martin Gélinas 
overlooked by the league in Game 6 of the 2004 Stanley Cup final. 

Eighteen years after being critical of the league's handling of that goal, 
Gélinas was shaking his head again Friday. 

“It was a terrible call,” said Gélinas of what he saw as the league’s latest 
misstep. 

“A kicking motion is kicking — it's obvious, a falling motion is your 
momentum kind of taking you into the net.  

"It's a grey area that they have to kind of figure out. It doesn't mean we 
would have won the series, but it could have extended it. To make a call 
like this, when the game is on the line? Wow." 

Campbell said what happened in 2004 helped prompt the league to 
install several more cameras, including under the crossbar, as part of a 
concerted effort to get things right as often as possible.  

"People are going to go right back to 2004, but we've come a long way 
since then with reviews," said Campbell. 

"(Flames owner) Murray Edwards was a big proponent of adding more 
cameras, never mind the cost. Do what's good for the game. 

“I’ve often said kicks are still the toughest, even though we don’t have 
that many. It was a difficult call.” 

Despite Treliving’s discussions with series supervisor Don Van 
Massenhoven during the ensuing intermission, obviously nothing could or 
can be done to overturn the call. 

However, moving forward, what the Flames and everyone in hockey 
have always craved is a consistency many are questioning here. 

Video of a Winnipeg goal against Calgary this year, as well as a Vegas 
goal against Seattle, show what look like far more definitive kicking 
motions than Coleman’s that were allowed to stand  

The league’s YouTube video on the rule also has an example of a good 
goal that’s hard to differentiate. 

At the end of the day, everyone understands there’s a human element to 
all this and tough calls have to be made by someone. 

"I understand the passionate part — we're in the playoffs, and this isn't 
just Calgary playing Minnesota, it's Calgary playing Edmonton, I get it," 
said Campbell, pointing out there is over 175 years of NHL experience 
between the four men making the decision. 

"It goes without saying we try to keep the passion out. I know it's tough 
and it was a close one, and I can assure you if the decision goes the 
other way there are just as many people upset 200 miles north of you." 

It was an unfortunate way to end one of the most entertaining series the 
league has seen in decades. 

"It's a thankless job and we realize the significance of the play and the 
time of the game and we knew it was a monumental play," said Murphy. 

"It was a difficult call and you hate for a game to have to be decided on a 
play like that, but when you call for video review in games someone has 
to judge it in a fair and impartial way, and that's what we did." 
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Sportsnet.ca / Boesers mourn the loss of father Duke: 'Family is more 
important than hockey' 

 

Iain MacIntyre 

May 27, 2022, 2:35 PM 

 

On the day Brock Boeser’s National Hockey League career began in 
2017, Duke Boeser was in the Vancouver Canucks’ dressing room to 
read the lineup card as his son tried not to cry in front of new teammates. 

On the day Duke’s life ended, May 27, 2022, Brock was with him again. 

Twelve years after the arrival of Parkinson’s Disease was just the initial 
attack by a relentless wave of challenges that would include a brain injury 
suffered in a car accident, cancer, a heart attack and dementia, Duke 
Boeser’s battle for life ended at home in Burnsville, Minn. 

He was 61 years old. Brock is 25, still far too young to be losing his 
father. 

Swamped by emotion after spending most of the 2021-22 season far 
from his dad, unable to help care for him or support in person his 
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remarkable mother, Laurie, Brock managed only a few words when 
asked about Duke during the Canucks’ year-end media availability at 
Rogers Arena on May 1. 

“He’s not doing well,” Boeser said. “He has pretty bad dementia right 
now. It’s onset and it has gotten pretty bad this year. And it’s really hit me 
hard.” 

Boeser gets emotional when asked about his father's condition 

This was the heart-puncturing burden Brock carried with him through a 
difficult season. 

He confided in a couple of reporters who closely cover the team that his 
dad’s deteriorating health was frequently on his mind. Of course, it would 
be. But he did not want to speak about it publicly while the Canucks were 
still playing games. 

Since Brock’s draft day in 2015, he and Laurie Boeser were open about 
the challenges Duke and the family faced. 

Laurie, who worked two jobs and occasionally three to raise Brock and 
his sister Jessica – they have an older sibling, Paul – when Duke 
became unable to work, wanted other families who might be struggling to 
find strength and hope and believe they, too, could endure and triumph. 

That’s what Boeser’s NHL career has been: a triumph for his family. 

Thirteen years old when his dad was diagnosed with Parkinson’s, Brock 
said he was shaped by the challenges he experienced. When he was 17, 
a year before the Canucks selected him 23rd overall from the United 
States Hockey League, Boeser lost a close friend, Ty Alyea, in a car 
accident in Minnesota. Brock was away playing for the U.S. Under-18 
team in Europe. Another close friend, Cole Borchardt, suffered 
permanent injuries in the accident. 

Had he been home, Boeser figures he would have been in the Jeep with 
his friends when it rolled over during a summer outing to the lake. 

“I’m not going to lie; it has been a challenge,” Laurie Boeser told us in 
2017 after Brock scored in his NHL debut – in Minnesota against the 
Wild. “But you know, you just do what you have to do for your family. 

“Brock has had some life scenarios where he had to be older than I 
wanted him to be. He had a maturity about him, anyway, but then had to 
endure some of those things at a pretty young age. When you have 
experiences like that, you can’t help but grow as you deal with them.” 

On Aug. 6, 2020, in the only hockey game he is ever likely to play on the 
anniversary of his buddy’s death, Brock scored for the Canucks in a 
playoff victory in the Edmonton bubble. Naturally, against Minnesota. 

“I’m not saying hockey’s not important, it is important,” Boeser told 
Sportsnet earlier that year. “I want to win and I want to make the playoffs, 
and the game has already given me so much. But life … there’s so much 
more after hockey. Family is more important than hockey.” 

About Duke, Brock said: “He was never a crazy parent or anything, he 
was just a quiet dad who watched the games. I just remember growing 
up, I’d sit on his lap on the recliner in the family room and we’d watch the 
Wild play, or college hockey or whatever. He’d come outdoor skating with 
us. After the Parkinson’s came, he had to stop skating. But those are 
some of the memories I have of him as a child.” 

Those are the memories that Brock will carry the rest of his life, that will 
need to sustain him. Anyone who saw his press conference four weeks 
ago could see Boeser’s anguish over his dying father. And remembering 
that, it is impossible now not to feel his loss and know his grief. 

Thank God, he had these days in May to be with his father and his 
family, to just be a son, not a hockey player, and share the burden of 
Duke’s final weeks. To say goodbye to a man who gave his wife and kids 
and the people who loved him a decade longer than he might have. 

Knowing the Boesers’ story, and how it represented the sacrifices so 
many families make to raise their children, it was former Canucks coach 

Willie Desjardins who invited Duke and Laurie Boeser to read the lineup 
card before Brock’s first NHL game on March 25, 2017. 

Desjardins called it a “bigger-than-hockey moment.” There have been far 
too many of those for Brock. 

“And starting on right wing,” Duke Boeser said that day in the dressing 
room, “I can’t believe it, Brock Boeser.” 

And then everyone cheered. As they should. 
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Sportsnet.ca / Three key factors that led Edmonton to series win over 
Calgary 

 

Shayna Goldman 

May 27, 2022, 3:54 PM 

 

In what’s been a relatively bland second round of the Stanley Cup 
Playoffs, the Battle of Alberta brought the chaos. 

The series went five games, with the Calgary Flames, who finished first 
in the Pacific, being ousted by the Pacific's second seed Edmonton 
Oilers. 

So what burned the Flames this series? And what sparked the Oilers? 
Let’s look at three key factors in this series. 

Connor McDavid’s dominance 

For the Oilers, star power led the way. 

In Round 2, no one generated more offence than the Oilers did with 
McDavid deployed in all situations. Edmonton created 11.8 expected 
goals for, and exceeded those expectations with 18 tallies when McDavid 
was on the ice (which also leads the league). Leon Draisaitl, who played 
much of this series on the wing alongside the generational centre, 
finished second in both metrics. Calgary managed just six goals in that 
time, as well. 

Even if we take out power play time and focus in at 5-on-5, McDavid’s 
performance stands tall above the rest. With McDavid on the ice in those 
situations, the Oilers outscored Calgary 14-5. His speedy and evasive 
skating helped him enter the zone with the puck on his stick a league-
leading 28 times in Round 2. Thirteen of those entries led to a shot on 
goal being generated, and 14 times a scoring chance was created. In the 
offensive zone, he still moved the puck at a high rate and to the quality 
areas with 12.5 per 60 pass attempts to the slot that connected 
successfully about 50 per cent of the time. 

What also helped McDavid's game was Draisaitl’s set ups; he actually 
clicked at a slightly higher percentage with his offensive zone passing 
and passes to the slot than McDavid. The drawback of pairing these two 
together at 5-on-5 is that the Oilers run the risk of making their lineup too 
top-heavy. The benefit is that it forces defenders to try to stop two of the 
best offensive forces in the league at the same time. That’s why both 
were able to get to the quality areas and generate scoring chances at a 
high rate. 

Both deserve credit for their efforts — Draisaitl did finish higher in scoring 
in these situations with 13 points to McDavid’s nine. Playing with another 
elite player helped facilitate his game, but it was clear that above all else 
this series was McDavid just taking over games to push his team to the 
Western Conference Final. 

'Hard to put into words' McDavid on what series-clinching goal means to 
him 
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Flames offence doused 

If we’re talking about the Oilers’ best, we have to look across the way to 
the Flames. Their top line of Johnny Gaudreau, Elias Lindholm, and 
Matthew Tkachuk was one of the best combinations in the regular 
season. It wasn’t that they weren’t effective in this series at all, or that 
this loss falls on them. That said, they weren’t the same spark they were 
in the regular season. 

Edmonton’s second line was really successful and Zach Hyman had a lot 
to do with that; the Oilers outscored Calgary 10-3 with him on the ice at 
5-on-5. The Flames’ second line of Andrew Mangiapane, Mikael 
Backlund, and Blake Coleman generated quality offence and outscored 
their opponents 7-3 throughout the post-season. 

But Calgary’s top line and bottom-six didn’t generate enough. With their 
leading trio on the ice, the team was outscored 7-4 at 5-on-5. Sure they 
didn’t have great shooting luck or goaltending in those minutes (and we’ll 
get there), but they didn’t create enough quality offence either. 

Gaudreau was second in the league in Round 2, only behind McDavid, 
with 26 carry-ins. While those entries equaled the same number of shots 
on goal as McDavid did with 13, fewer scoring chances came off of them 
(seven). The wingers on Calgary’s top line still had a few slot shots off 
the rush to show for their efforts, but not nearly enough off the cycle 
showing a lack of sustained offensive pressure. 

Each member of Calgary's top line scored one 5-on-5 goal. Defenders 
accounted for another two scores. The second line combined tallied six. 
The bottom-six accounted for one — just Calle Jarnkork’s score in Game 
5. 

Overall in this series, Calgary generated 2.59 expected goals per 60 (shy 
of Edmonton’s 2.99 which leads all teams this round). While their 
opponents managed to finish above expectations (+1.88), the Flames' 
inability to finish was costly. 

Jacob Markstrom’s collapse 

That lack of finish was particularly costly considering their play on the 
backend. Obviously the Oilers’ offensive creation is a credit to them and 
a detriment on Calgary’s defence. But the Flames didn’t have the 
goaltending support they did all season. 

Markstrom ended the regular season with a .922 save percentage and 
saved 10.6 goals above expected which put him ninth among starters. 
That earned him a nod as a Vezina finalist. 

That high level of play trickled into In Round 1, when there was a goalie 
duel of sorts. Of course, no one came close to Jake Oettinger’s 11.4 
goals saved above expected, but Markstrom was second in the league in 
the opening round with a GSAx of 4.6. 

But in Round 2, the wheels really came off. 

Markstrom actually faced a lower rate of shots attempts in all situations 
(58.1 per 60) than Mike Smith (70.5 per 60). But Edmonton did a better 
job of keeping opponents out of the inner slot, conceding 5.1 shots per 
60 from there, while Markstrom was much more exposed (7.7 per 60). 

All together based on the quality of shot attempts turned his way (that 
equalled 18 expected goals for), Markstrom allowed six goals above 
expected in Round 2. He out-Mike Smith’d Mike Smith with some of his 
netminding. On the other hand, the real Mike Smith conceded 1.6 more 
goals than expected against the 12.4 xG Calgary created. 

Maybe starting 77 per cent of the regular season games weighed on 
Markstrom, to the point that his game fell apart. Maybe the Oilers just 
had his number. Either way, it contributed to the Flames’ season ending. 

Sportsnet.ca LOADED: 05.28.2022 

1246389 Websites 

 

Sportsnet.ca / Sweet Home Carolina: Hurricanes improve to 7-0 in 
Raleigh in playoffs 

 

Wayne Scanlan May 26, 2022, 11:23 PM 

 

Southern critters love their familiar habitat. 

The Carolina Hurricanes aren’t exactly critters, but they are creatures of 
habit. And there is no place like home for these Hurricanes. 

Converting a relentless all-night assault into a 3-1 victory over the visiting 
New York Rangers, the Canes have now won all seven of their home 
playoff games this season -- the backbone of their 3-2 series lead over 
New York in this best-of-seven Eastern Conference semifinal. In Round 
1, Carolina won all four home games to beat the Boston Bruins in seven 
games. 

This was vintage Canes hockey: the visiting Rangers could barely move 
without a Carolina player closing in. 

“That’s kind of the game that we’ve been waiting for,” said Canes head 
coach Rod Brind’Amour. “We’ve been playing OK, but tonight was just 
good all the way around. That’s more, obviously, how we want to play.” 

As assertive as the home team was in front of their raucous Raleigh fans, 
the Rangers hung around in this game, thanks to the goaltending of Igor 
Shesterkin. It wasn’t until Andrei Svechnikov scored on a breakaway with 
just under seven minutes left in the third period that Carolina had some 
breathing room. 

Considering Shesterkin had yielded just five goals to Carolina over the 
first four games, this trio of goals by the Canes felt like a deluge. That the 
sluggish power play scored, Carolina controlled the play and Svechnikov 
scored his first goal of the series meant the home team checked off a lot 
of boxes on this night. 

Antti Raanta, the 33-year-old backup goalie who continues to write his 
personal story this spring, quelled any potential Rangers rallies and was 
sharp when he needed to be, while facing just 17 New York shots. 
Carolina pumped 34 at Shesterkin. 

Early in the second period, the Rangers thought they had taken a 2-1 
lead off a sweeping shot by Ryan Strome, but that goal was taken off the 
board when the Canes challenged the play for an offside. Replays 
confirmed that Andrew Copp was still inside the zone when the Rangers 
brought the puck in. 

Brind’Amour sweated out a few anxious moments waiting for the review 
announcement, but was confident the goal was coming back. 

“Once we saw it, I don’t know why it took so long,” he said. 

Brind’Amour admitted that it’s “a different game” if the Rangers take the 
lead there. 

About five minutes after that gut-punch for the visitors, they took another 
blow -- a power-play goal by Teuvo Teravainen. As the Rangers did with 
their power-play goal, this one came quickly, off the setup from a winning 
faceoff. Teravainen converted a perfect pass from 20-year-old Seth 
Jarvis. 

“I mean, that was just a great play by Jarvy,” Teravainen said. “To find 
that seam and get it to me, I just tried to catch and shoot it right away.” 

As simple as Teravainen made it sound, his coach was more effusive in 
his description of the shot. 

“That’s a great catch and shoot,” Brind’Amour said, adding that big 
moments are never too big for the Finnish winger, who has quietly 
amassed 10 points in 11 playoff games for Carolina. 
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The Canes should have padded their lead, if only Sebastian Aho hadn’t 
developed a sudden inkling for painted iron. He ripped two shots off the 
post, including a glorious opportunity alone in the slot late in the second. 

Off the opening faceoff, the Hurricanes emerged with just the mix of 
energy and forecheck attack for which they are known. 

“They play a dynamic style,” New York’s Tyler Motte said before the 
game. “They’re very physical at home.” 

The Canes finally scored a first-period goal in the series – if not how they 
expected. 

With Svechnikov off for boarding, the Canes made a couple of early 
clears on the kill and then caused a turnover at their own blueline that led 
to a two-on-break the other way. Vincent Trocheck finished the play after 
Jordan Staal executed the perfect saucer pass over a sprawling K’Andre 
Miller onto Trocheck’s forehand. 

The Hurricanes only had four shorthanded goals all season, but now 
have two in this series. 

If that impressive kill/shortie might mean Carolina could play fast and 
loose with their discipline, think again. A second careless penalty in the 
first period, this time a crosscheck by Ian Cole, resulted in a tie game off 
the Rangers power play. 

Mika Zibanejad, emerging as a top playoff performer this spring, won the 
faceoff off his “shadow”, Staal, then got into position for a pass, which he 
converted with a booming one-timer just inside the post on the stick side 
of Raanta. 

Zibanejad now has a three-game goal scoring streak while running his 
playoff point total to 15. 

Chris Kreider, New York’s 52-goal man in the regular season, has not 
scored a point in the three games in Raleigh, but vows a bounceback at 
home. 

“There’s always disappointment, frustration, anger when you lose a 
hockey game, especially at this level,” said Kreider, who did not register 
a shot on goal Thursday, but trickled one wide in the third period. 

“The great thing about playoff hockey is we got another opportunity. 
Must-win game, game at home, hold serve and give ourselves an 
opportunity to play better here.” 

Game 6 of this series is Saturday in New York, where the Rangers hope 
the home-ice trend continues -- at least for one more night. 

“We’ve been in this position before and I like our chances on home ice,” 
Strome said. “We’re familiar with this situation and we’ve got a chance to 
push it to seven.” 
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Sportsnet.ca / Oilers, Flames set NHL playoff record with four goals in 71 
seconds 

 

Josh Beneteau 

May 27, 2022, 12:09 AM 

 

After 31 years of lying dormant, the 2022 edition of the Battle of Alberta 
has more than lived up to the hype. And that excitement hit new levels in 
the second period of Game 5. 

The two teams combined for seven goals in the frame, including a frantic 
stretch with four goals in 71 seconds. That sequence — which saw each 
team score twice to tie the game at 4-4 — set an NHL record for the 

fastest four goals in a playoff game, smashing the previous record by 22 
seconds. 

The historic stretch began with Zach Hyman burying his eighth of the 
playoffs on the power play to give the Oilers a 3-2 lead. Hyman used a 
familiar tactic on the goal, hiding behind Jacob Markstrom and collecting 
a laser pass from Ryan Nugent-Hopkins to score into the empty net. 

Leon Draisaitl picked up the secondary assist on the goal, his second 
assist of the game. The points gave him 50 career playoff points in just 
33 games — the fourth-fastest in NHL history behind only Wayne 
Gretzky, Barry Pederson and Mario Lemieux. 

The Oilers' lead was short-lived. Just 15 seconds later, Johnny Gaudreau 
walked out from behind the net and fired a shot short-side to score his 
first of the series and tie the game. 

Then, just 16 seconds after that, Calle Jarnkrok scored short-side on 
Mike Smith for his first goal with the Flames — a stretch of 29 games 
dating back to his trade from the Seattle Kraken on March 16. 

Jarnkrok's goal gave the Flames a 4-3 lead, but as we've seen all series, 
no lead is safe. And sure enough, the Oilers stormed back to tie the 
game off an Evan Bouchard bomb from the point set up by — who else? 
— Leon Draisaitl. The assist gave Draisaitl 16 points in the series, the 
most in a Battle of Alberta and breaking Gretzky's record of 14 from 
1983. 

Draisaitl's three assists give him 25 points in these playoffs to tie Connor 
McDavid for the league lead. Which leads us to what just might be the 
most remarkable stat of this game: McDavid did not record a single point 
through the first two periods. 
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